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Seth Jarvis is making things tough on the Hurricanes, in a very good way 

By Luke DeCock 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a Seth Jarvis problem. It’s a 
really, really good problem to have, but a problem 
nevertheless. 

What do you do when one of your top prospects has shown 
he’s ready for the NHL, when his coach has made it perfectly 
clear he sees Jarvis among his top nine forwards, when 
there’s no room for him on the roster and when there’s still 
nowhere it makes sense for Jarvis to go? 

There are a lot of variables here, and regardless of how 
they’re crunched, it’s a tricky situation. 

This much is clear: Jarvis, the 13th overall pick in the 2020 
draft, is still very much an unfinished product, but has done 
what he needed to do to earn a roster spot, flashing speed 
and smarts and skill while making unbelievably confident 
plays with the puck in very tight spaces. After that it gets 
hazy, very fast. 

“He was impressive,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after Tuesday’s preseason game against the Nashville 
Predators. “That’s all I can say. He looks like he belongs in 
this league, that’s for sure.” 

The problem is the NHL’s agreement with the Canadian 
junior leagues that requires a 19-year-old player like Jarvis to 
be returned to his junior team – the Portland Winterhawks of 
the Western Hockey League – if he’s not on the NHL roster, 
at least until his junior season is over. (Jarvis could 
potentially join the Hurricanes in the playoffs.) 

That takes away what would be the most logical option, 
sending Jarvis to the AHL to compete against older pros – 
where he held his own while the WHL was shut down during 
the pandemic – while being on call for spot NHL duty. That’s 
likely what will happen with Jack Drury, who was drafted as a 
college player and can be sent back and forth to the AHL. 

The Hurricanes are left with an unappetizing choice between 
sending Jarvis back to the WHL, where he would be able to 
play for Canada in the World Juniors but might not have that 
much else to gain, or keeping him on the NHL roster and 
carrying 14 forwards. 

The latter would leave two forwards sitting out and not 
playing, one of which could be Jarvis most nights, especially 
if the Hurricanes carefully ration the 10 games he can play 
before activating a year of his contract. Many players have 
started their career with a nine-game NHL audition before 
heading back to their junior teams. 

Neither is ideal. 

But when Brind’Amour looks at a young player who can 
make the plays Jarvis is making, it’s hard to even think about 
him having to spend another year in junior hockey when he 
could be maturing and growing against better competition. 

“Oh man, for sure,” the coach said. “That’s the problem with 
the system, unfortunately. There’s still a huge learning curve. 
Still a lot of mistakes being made. That’s just not being here 
and understanding it. But he’s a quick learner, from what I’ve 
seen in the time I’ve been with him. The system on kids like 
that, it definitely doesn’t help them.” 

Then there’s Jarvis’ contract: if he plays fewer than 10 NHL 
games, the first year of his three-year entry level deal gets 
pushed back as well. The Hurricanes are going to get more 
bang for their buck with Jarvis when he’s 20, 21 and 22 than 
when he’s 19, 20 and 21, no small consideration for a team 
that’s going to be pressed up against the upper limit. 
(Although a better third year could mean a bigger second 
contract. As noted earlier, it’s complicated.) 

This isn’t like the old days, when any decent Hurricanes 
prospect who could skate without tripping over his own feet 
was all but awarded a preordained spot on the roster by 
default. Jarvis has earned this. He was the best player at the 
rookie tournament in Florida last month and hasn’t slowed 
down. 

There will be a natural spot for Jarvis on the wing next 
season if the Hurricanes decide not to re-sign impending free 
agent Nino Niederreiter, but Jarvis is not playing along with 
their calendar. He’s making his case now. 

“We’ll take a breath and see,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s a 
lot that goes into a decision like this. You don’t want to rush a 
kid for sure. That’s the worst thing you can do. But he’s doing 
all he can do. That’s what you like.”
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The Hurricanes are only playing four NHL preseason games. Is that a problem? 

By Chip Alexander 

Is the Montreal Canadiens-Carolina Hurricanes feud back on 
again?  

According to the league’s collective bargaining agreement, 
each team is required to play no fewer than six — and no 
more than eight — preseason exhibition games. The Canes 
are playing four, with the fourth Saturday against the 
Nashville Predators. 

Frank Seravalli of DailyFaceoff.com Hockey claimed Friday 
on a podcast that while there was no official confirmation, the 
Canadiens might have alerted the NHL to the Hurricanes not 
meeting the number of preseason games. 

It’s a juicy accusation, but to what end?  

NHL senior vice president of communications John Dellapina 
confirmed Friday the Canes were one of several teams 
granted an exemption on the number of preseason games 
from the league. 

“The requirement wasn’t changed. But the pandemic has 
required us to be agile and flexible in many areas,” Dellapina 
said in an email.  

The Predators, New York Islanders, New Jersey Devils and 
San Jose Sharks each are playing only five preseason 
games. 

“We’re not the only team this year,” Don Waddell, the Canes’ 
president and general manager, said Friday in an interview. 
“Because of COVID, teams cut back on games. We talked to 
the league months ago about it. We actually couldn’t find 
enough games.”  

The unexpected rivalry between the Hurricanes and 
Canadiens dates back to their playoff meetings in 2002 and 
2006 but has been fueled lately by dueling offer sheets. 

In 2019, the Canadiens made an offer sheet for Canes 
center Sebastian Aho, then a restricted free agent, that 
Carolina owner Tom Dundon quickly matched. The Canes 
then made an offer sheet this year to Habs forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, offering a one-year, $6.1 million contract that the 
Habs decided not to match. 

The Canes’ offer sheet was announced on Twitter in French, 
and the offer to Kotkaniemi included a $20 bonus — 
matching Aho’s No. 20 with the Canes. Waddell later said 
there was no “revenge” element involved in the Canes’ offer 
sheet.
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Mailbag: Just Getting Started 

Questions from the Canes Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Many of you likely recall that the legendary 
Michael Smith called this style piece "Tweetmail". I, like you, 
thought it was fantastic. 

We haven't decided if we're going to stick with that branding 
moving forward in honor of that, or if we're going to rebrand it 
to something a little different. Regardless, I was very excited 
to hear what questions you had and we thought it might be a 
nice break from the standard practice coverage as well. 

While we mull over the future of this piece, let's look past the 
small details (for now) and get to the important stuff, your 
questions. 

How do you think the locker room chemistry will be affected 
by all the turnover throughout the team this season? - 
@Spazman1836 

This is an incredibly valid question given all the newcomers. 
However, off the bat, I can say that this doesn't appear to be 
a concern for the team. 

Why? 

The team has strong leadership and culture. Starting with 
Rod Brind'Amour and then carrying to club captain Jordan 
Staal, the two are on the same page with how the team and 
roster should be carrying themselves. The players know 
what they're expected of by Rod and many of them have 
said that the expectations are very fair. So, if you're a player, 
and you're pulling your weight, and the guy next to you is 
pulling their weight, there shouldn't be any problems, right? 

Plus, most of the new guys are connected to some of the 
previously existing guys on the team in some capacity too. 
Most of them have shared that they'd spoken to players that 
have been here before signing. 

Derek Stepan, for example, had previously played with Brady 
Skjei, Antti Raanta, Brendan Smith, Jesper Fast and Jordan 
Martinook during his career already. If there was a reason to 
not come here, he could've learned of it. Instead, it's the 
other way around. Stepan has played a leadership role for 
six seasons of his career, serving as an alternate captain in 
both Arizona and New York. He made the decision to come 
here knowing that he likely wouldn't be asked to wear a letter 
right away and he's joining a roster that is loaded at his 
position. 

This is a team that players WANT to come to. 

Now, of course, we're all not naïve to the fact that it's a long 
season and these guys will spend a lot of time with each 

other. Things could change and spending that much time 
around certain individuals for anyone can lead to wear and 
tear. 

But Brind'Amour said the following when asked earlier this 
week if he's ever (during his time as a player or coach) had 
someone come to one of his teams and resist the existing 
culture: 

"Generally what happens, in any locker room in professional 
sports, is that when a player resists, they usually don't stick 
around very long." 

What's a non-roster player *not* named Jarvis or Drury that's 
causing buzz in the organization? - @leibel 

A prospect not named Jarvis or Drury? Those exist? 

I kid, of course, but it feels as if all we've talked about is Seth 
Jarvis lately. Probably nice to spread some attention 
elsewhere. Great question. 

By process of elimination the easy answer here is Jamieson 
Rees. 

He had an outstanding first preseason game against Tampa 
and he's the last forward prospect on the training camp 
roster right now, outside of the two aforementioned players. 
Being blunt, barring any crazy circumstance he's not going to 
be on the opening night roster, but he's positioned himself 
very nicely to be in the mix for a recall when an inevitable 
injury takes place. 

Entering his second pro season, the best-case scenario for 
the 20-year-old is to head to Chicago, make strides in his 
game and be ready for when the phone rings. 

After the off-season moves that have been made why should 
we buy into this team being better than last season? - 
@Sirandylawson 

Comparisons can be really unfair and I certainly don't want to 
speak badly on any of the summer departures, but what I 
can do is touch a little on the newcomers. If I may tease it 
too, starting Sunday I have breakdowns coming out by 
position group on the team. For now, here's this: 

Over the last few years we've seen Andrei Svechnikov and 
Sebastian Aho blossom into stars. Martin Necas and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi feel next to make that leap. 

An obvious gap on the blue line appeared, but as one door 
closes, another one opens. Brett Pesce is also in that "only 
getting better" group and now has a legitimate opportunity to 
show what he's got on the man advantage. 

The depth got so much better at the bottom of the lineup 
thanks to Derek Stepan. He's not that far removed from 
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contributing 50-point seasons and playing top six minutes. 
He's motivated and determined to get back to that ballpark. 

In net, there's no longer a worry of growing pains. There are 
now two 32-year-old goalies with gas in the tank, playoff 
experience and a hunger to prove that their best hockey is 
yet to come. 

Mix the potential with the hunger and the leadership? Sure 
feels like a darn good recipe. 

Has their been any talk about additions/updates being added 
either to PNC itself or the surrounding area? - @rbmorgan23 

Yes. 

(Sorry, I can be cryptic.) 

What's been your favorite experience so far in your new job? 
- @KClay1987 

Admittedly I got way more personal questions than expected 
in response to this morning's beckoning for questions, and 
while I'm happy to answer, I'd just always rather keep the 
focus on the team. 

But, as a portion of this answer, I'm happy to show some 
love to the team I'm a part of in the Hurricanes front office. 

Leaving a job and then moving across the country solo within 
a week with literally nothing (no car, no furniture, no friends 
here in town) is crazy. I'd probably be mentally in shambles if 
the people here weren't so incredible. I genuinely enjoy the 
people who I work with but just as much it's been awesome 
getting to interact with you, Canes fans. Granted it's been all 
digital for now, but there's truly the aspect of warmth 
amongst the people here and the southern hospitality is very 
real. 

So, I'm very grateful for my coworkers, you and the 
Hurricanes media team. Everyone's been really kind and it 
means a lot. 

(I'm keeping tabs on Mike Maniscalco though, he says he 
only had to be nice to me for the first ten days and today was 
Day 11…)

 

Preseason Game 4 Preview: Hurricanes at Predators 

Canes head to the Music City to complete their preseason 
schedule 

By Walt Ruff 

Raleigh, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes travel to Bridgestone 
Arena in Nashville, Tennessee today for their fourth and final 
preseason contest today. 

When: Saturday, October 9, 4 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

Tracking The Storylines 

Last Time To Shine: Today's roster is a mix of young guys, 
those seeking more game action and those on the bubble of 
making the team's opening night lineup. The contest will play 
a very important role in determining who is going to stick 
around, particularly in the team's final and extra forward 
spots. There appear to be five legitimate candidates for the 
two projected spots and all five know very well what's on the 
line. 

Who To Watch: At the moment it appears as if the below 
group of players are those battling for the two roles: Steven 

Lorentz, Josh Leivo, Stefan Noesen, C.J. Smith and Seth 
Jarvis. Most of the Canes top-end players are not dressing 
today, so this is all about getting the above group as much 
ice time as possible to see who is going to stick. 

Freddie's Turn: Rod Brind'Amour shared yesterday after 
practice that Frederik Andersen will get the start tonight. 
Whether he'll play the entire duration of the game remains to 
be seen. Maybe he will, maybe they'll make a change during 
the game. If it does happen, no need to be shocked or panic. 

Expected Roster (groups listed alphabetically): 

Forwards (alphabetical by last name): 

Jack Drury, Jesper Fast, Seth Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
Josh Leivo, Steven Lorentz, Jordan Martinook, Stefan 
Noesen, Jamieson Rees, C.J. Smith, Derek Stepan, Ryan 
Suzuki 

Defense: 

Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo, Eric Gelinas, Joey Keane, 
Maxime Lajoie, Brendan Smith 

Goaltenders: 

Frederik Andersen, Alex Lyon 
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Stanley Cup predictions for 2021-22 NHL season 

Avalanche, Golden Knights, Islanders favorites among 
NHL.com staff preseason picks 

The Colorado Avalanche have not gotten past the second 
round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs since the 2001-02 season, 
but they will win the Stanley Cup this season, according to a 
panel of NHL.com writers and editors.  

Nine of the 16 NHL.com staffers who made their predictions 
for the 2021-22 NHL season believe the Avalanche win their 
first championship since the 2000-01 season, and eight of 
them say center Nathan MacKinnon will be awarded the 
Conn Smythe Trophy voted as most valuable player of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. The other Colorado Conn Smythe pick 
went to forward Gabriel Landeskog. 

The Vegas Golden Knights, who defeated the Avalanche in 
the second round of the playoffs last season, were picked by 
three staff members to win the Cup, and the New York 
Islanders, who have been defeated by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the semifinal round for two straight seasons, 
were picked by two staffers. 

The Lightning, who are trying to win the Cup for the third 
straight season, and the Toronto Maple Leafs, who haven't 
won the Cup since 1967, each were picked by one staff 
member to win the Cup. 

Vegas forward Mark Stone received three votes for the Conn 
Smythe. Others receiving votes were goalie Ilya Sorokin and 
forward Mathew Barzal of the Islanders, forward Nikita 
Kucherov of the Lightning and forward Auston Matthews of 
the Maple Leafs. 

The 2021-22 NHL season will feature 32 teams, with the 
Seattle Kraken playing their inaugural season. The NHL, 
which realigned last season because of travel complications 
brought on by the coronavirus pandemic, will go back to its 
previous four-division, two-conference format -- Metropolitan, 
Atlantic in the Eastern Conference, Central and Pacific in the 
Western Conference. The Kraken will play in the Pacific, and 
the Arizona Coyotes will move from the Pacific to the 
Central. 

The top three teams in each division and two wild cards in 
each conference will qualify for the playoffs.  

With the season set to begin Tuesday, here are the picks of 
the NHL.com writers and editors: 

AMALIE BENJAMIN, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Toronto Maple Leafs | 2: Tampa Bay Lightning | 3: Boston 
Bruins 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Philadelphia Flyers 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Dallas Stars | 3: Winnipeg Jets 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Calgary Flames | 3: Edmonton 
Oilers 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Minnesota Wild | 2: St. Louis Blues 

Conference champions 

East: Toronto Maple Leafs 

West: Vegas Golden Knights 

Stanley Cup champion: Vegas Golden Knights 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Mark Stone, Vegas Golden 
Knights  

TIM CAMPBELL, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Florida Panthers | 3: Boston 
Bruins 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Carolina Hurricanes | 2: New York Islanders | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Philadelphia Flyers | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: St. Louis Blues 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Los 
Angeles Kings 
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Western Conference wild cards 

1: Dallas Stars | 2: Minnesota Wild 

Conference champions 

East: Carolina Hurricanes 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche  

BRIAN COMPTON, DEPUTY MANAGING EDITOR 

Atlantic Division 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Tampa Bay Lightning | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: Pittsburgh Penguins 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Minnesota 
Wild 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Calgary 
Flames 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: St. Louis Blues | 2: Vancouver Canucks 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Winnipeg Jets 

Stanley Cup champion: New York Islanders 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Ilya Sorokin, New York 
Islanders  

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA, COLUMNIST 

Atlantic Division 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Tampa Bay Lightning | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Pittsburgh Penguins | 2: Boston Bruins 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Minnesota Wild | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Chicago Blackhawks | 2: St. Louis Blues 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche 

WILLIAM DOUGLAS, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Boston Bruins | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Washington Capitals | 3: 
Philadelphia Flyers 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Carolina Hurricanes 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: St. Louis Blues | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Winnipeg Jets | 2: Chicago Blackhawks 

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche  

TOM GULITTI, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Florida Panthers | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Carolina Hurricanes | 2: New York Islanders | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: Pittsburgh Penguins 

Central Division 
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1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Minnesota Wild | 3: Winnipeg 
Jets 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: St. Louis Blues | 2: Chicago Blackhawks 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche 

PETE JENSEN, SENIOR FANTASY EDITOR  

Atlantic Division 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Tampa Bay Lightning | 3: Boston 
Bruins 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Washington Capitals | 3: Carolina 
Hurricanes 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: New York Rangers | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Minnesota Wild | 3: Winnipeg 
Jets 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Dallas Stars | 2: Los Angeles Kings 

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche 

ADAM KIMELMAN, DEPUTY MANAGING EDITOR 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Florida Panthers | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: 
Philadelphia Flyers 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Washington Capitals | 2: Boston Bruins 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: St. Louis Blues 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Vancouver Canucks | 3: 
Edmonton Oilers 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Chicago Blackhawks | 2: Dallas Stars 

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Vegas Golden Knights 

Stanley Cup champion: Tampa Bay Lightning 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

MIKE G. MORREALE, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Florida Panthers | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Carolina Hurricanes | 2: New York Islanders | 3: Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: Washington Capitals 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Calgary 
Flames 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: St. Louis Blues | 2: Minnesota Wild 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: New York Islanders 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Mathew Barzal, New York 
Islanders  

TRACEY MYERS, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs | 3: Florida 
Panthers 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Washington Capitals | 2: New York Islanders | 3: Carolina 
Hurricanes 
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Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: New Jersey Devils 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Los 
Angeles Kings 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: St. Louis Blues | 2: Chicago Blackhawks  

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche 

BILL PRICE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs | 3: Florida 
Panthers 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: New York Rangers  

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Chicago Blackhawks | 3: 
Minnesota Wild  

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Calgary 
Flames  

Western Conference wild cards 

1: St. Louis Blues | 2: Seattle Kraken  

Conference champions 

East: Toronto Maple Leafs  

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Toronto Maple Leafs 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Auston Matthews, Toronto 
Maple Leafs  

ROB REESE, FANTASY EDITOR  

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Florida Panthers | 3: Boston 
Bruins 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Washington Capitals | 2: New York Islanders | 3: Carolina 
Hurricanes 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Toronto Maple Leafs | 2: New York Rangers 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Minnesota Wild | 3: Winnipeg 
Jets 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Dallas Stars | 2: Chicago Blackhawks 

Conference champions 

East: Florida Panthers 

West: Vegas Golden Knights 

Stanley Cup champion: Vegas Golden Knights 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Mark Stone, Vegas Golden 
Knights 

SHAWN P. ROARKE, SENIOR DIRECTOR OF EDITORIAL 

Atlantic Division 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs | 3: Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Carolina Hurricanes | 2: New York Islanders | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: Pittsburgh Penguins 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Minnesota 
Wild 

Pacific Division 

1: Edmonton Oilers | 2: Vegas Golden Knights | 3: Seattle 
Kraken 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Dallas Stars| 2: Vancouver Canucks 

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Vegas Golden Knights 

Stanley Cup champion: Vegas Golden Knights 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Mark Stone, Vegas Golden 
Knights 

DAN ROSEN, SENIOR WRITER 

Atlantic Division 
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1: Florida Panthers | 2: Toronto Maple Leafs | 3: Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Carolina Hurricanes | 3: New York 
Rangers 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Boston Bruins | 2: Washington Capitals 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Minnesota Wild | 2: Seattle Kraken 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche  

DAVE STUBBS, COLUMNIST 

Atlantic Division 

1: Toronto Maple Leafs | 2: Tampa Bay Lightning | 3: Boston 
Bruins 

Metropolitan Division 

1: New York Islanders | 2: Philadelphia Flyers | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference Wild Cards 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: Carolina Hurricanes 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: Dallas Stars 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: Calgary 
Flames 

Western Conference Wild Cards 

1: Minnesota Wild | 2: Vancouver Canucks 

Conference champions 

East: New York Islanders 

West: Colorado Avalanche 

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche 

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 
Avalanche 

MIKE ZEISBERGER, STAFF WRITER 

Atlantic Division 

1: Tampa Bay Lightning | 2: Boston Bruins | 3: Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Metropolitan Division 

1: Carolina Hurricanes | 2: New York Islanders | 3: 
Washington Capitals 

Eastern Conference wild cards 

1: Florida Panthers | 2: New York Rangers 

Central Division 

1: Colorado Avalanche | 2: Winnipeg Jets | 3: St. Louis Blues 

Pacific Division 

1: Vegas Golden Knights | 2: Edmonton Oilers | 3: 
Vancouver Canucks 

Western Conference wild cards 

1: Dallas Stars | 2: Minnesota Wild 

Conference champions 

East: Tampa Bay Lightning 

West: Colorado Avalanche  

Stanley Cup champion: Colorado Avalanche  

Conn Smythe Trophy winner: Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 
Avalanche
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Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Kevin Wall 

Wall’s shooting ability makes him an interesting depth option 
for the Hurricanes in the future. 

By Matthew Somma 

Seemingly once per draft, the Hurricanes pick a player that 
not many people know about. Then, out of nowhere, they 
start to turn heads for one reason or another. Kevin Wall was 
that player back in 2019 when I first saw him at rookie camp 
and I’ve been impressed ever since. Wall flies under the 
radar in the Hurricanes’ system but should be getting 
recognition as a possible middle-six option for the Hurricanes 
two or three years down the line.  

Wall stands at 6-foot tall and 187 pounds according to 
EliteProspects and had 19 points in 22 games during his 
sophomore season with Penn State. It was a 12-point 
improvement over his totals in his freshman year, where Wall 
recorded seven points in 26 games. Wall’s emergence this 
past season was due to a dramatic increase in ice time, 
where he was put in Penn State’s top six. In this profile, I’ll 
break down Wall’s game and give you all an idea of why I 
like Wall’s odds at becoming an NHL player, along with what 
a realistic projection could look like. 

Offensive Skills 

You can’t talk about Wall without first bringing up the fact that 
he absolutely loves to shoot. In fact, Wall averaged close to 
five shots on goal per game last season, according to the 
broadcast in the Big Ten playoff game that I watched while 
doing some scouting work on Wall. If I shot the puck like Wall 
does, I’d be a volume shooter as well. Wall gets a ton of 
power behind his wrist shots and if they don’t go in, there’s a 
good chance that there will be a rebound for someone to 
clean up. I hesitate to call Wall a pure sniper because there 
are other ways that he can score, too. He’s dangerous on the 
rush and a breakaway expert, using his quick wrist shot to 
surprise goalies and score goals. His backhand is a thing of 
beauty and he has some soft hands to go along with a 
wicked shot. Simply put, Wall has a nose for the net. If he 
can find a way to put the puck in the back of the net, you’d 
better believe that he’s going to do it. 

I came away from the four game sample of Wall feeling 
impressed with his strength and poise with the puck. Wall is 
a lot stronger than he lets on and is able to power through 
the competition. The NCAA is physical, and Wall can 
maintain possession while getting hit and shoved. That will 
translate to the NHL, especially against teams that play a 
more physical brand of hockey, such as Boston. Limiting 
turnovers that are caused by physical contact will help carry 
Wall to the NHL. 

While I firmly believe that Wall will be more of a scorer than a 
playmaker moving forward, I did find that he is a confident 

passer. Wall sees the ice well in the offensive zone, 
evaluating his options and making passes in order to create 
scoring chances. He seems to have the timing of his passes 
down, waiting for the defender to make the first move before 
striking and finding an open patch of ice.  

There are two aspects of Wall’s offensive game where I feel 
that he could stand to improve. First is the speed at which he 
makes decisions in the offensive zone. Whether it’s a 
decision of where to position himself, when and where to 
pass the puck, or when to shoot, I feel like Wall’s timing is a 
little off. If he were to make the decisions a split second 
faster, then I believe that he would be able to improve his 
effectiveness in the offensive zone. Hockey is a game of 
inches and that split second decision could be the difference 
between a goal or a blocked shot or pass. Secondly, I would 
like to see Wall become a consistent offensive threat. I love 
the way that he forechecks and there’s no denying his skill 
when the puck is on his stick and when he’s shooting, but 
there are times when he can disappear in the offensive zone. 
Every player has those moments, but if Wall can continue to 
move around and seek out offense, he’ll wreak havoc in the 
NCAA.  

To sum up Wall’s offensive game, he has an elite shot with 
NHL speed and above average playmaking skills. Wall is a 
dangerous forechecker that will ensure that possession stays 
with his team when the puck is in the offensive zone. Once 
he fine tunes a few aspects of his game, I believe he could 
be one of the NCAA’s top scorers.  

Defense 

Wall needs some work defensively, but as is the case with 
every player, there are positive aspects of his defensive play 
that he can build on. First is his ability to create turnovers. 
Wall has an active stick which usually allows for him to 
intercept a pass and spring himself for a breakaway. He can 
also disrupt the play with physicality and he isn’t afraid to 
play along the boards and get involved in puck battles. There 
are times when I was able to see Wall make things difficult 
for opposing forwards and he would be able to change 
possession quickly. 

As is the case with Wall in the offensive zone, I did notice 
that he can disappear at times in the defensive zone. These 
lapses happen more frequently defensively, however, 
leading to scoring chances against. Wall seemed to be 
unsure of where to position himself in the defensive zone, 
often getting caught out of position. He’d react in time to try 
and make a defensive play but would often get caught flat 
footed. You can help Wall improve his defensive positioning 
and vision, however. Coming from the BCHL and spending 
the majority of your freshman year as a fourth line forward or 
extra forward can be tough for a forward, especially 
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defensively. The NCAA is a big step up from the BCHL and 
it’s possible that Wall needs extra time to adjust. I noticed 
gradual improvements in terms of Wall’s defensive 
positioning throughout the season, too.  

What Wall’s defensive play boils down to is how quickly he 
can get to a player and strip them of the puck. Wall creates 
lots of turnovers and should be less of a negative in the 
defensive zone in a few years. Getting top six minutes for a 
second year in a row should help Wall smooth out some of 
these areas. 

Summary 

Wall has an interesting skill set and I wouldn’t be surprised if 
he sees some NHL games someday. The shot alone is 
enough to at least warrant a game or two, and given how 
much he improved this past season, I wouldn’t be surprised if 
he quietly moves up the depth chart over the course of the 

next two seasons. I’m expecting Wall to score at least 15 
goals this season and finish top three on his team in scoring. 
Penn State is still a relatively young team with a lack of top 
recruits right now, so it’s likely that Wall will be given a lot of 
offensive zone starts this season.  

As for Wall’s NHL projection, I believe that he could be a 
third line scorer capable of 20 goals if developed properly. 
The speed, shot and work ethic on the forecheck are enough 
to earn him some NHL games, and as I stated earlier, 
continued development should propel Wall to a longer NHL 
career. Wall’s ceiling is that of a third line forward capable of 
about 40 points at the NHL level, give or take. The 
playmaking is still a question mark for me, but I’m willing to 
wait and see if it pays off for the Hurricanes. Canes fans 
should start to familiarize themselves with Wall, because in 
two short years, he could be signing his first NHL contract.

 

Carolina Hurricanes 2021-22 Season Preview 

The 2021-22 season is almost upon us, so let’s take a look 
at some of the storylines and expectations for the Carolina 
Hurricanes this year. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are returning home to the 
Metropolitan Division for the 2020-21 season and should be 
able to finally — knock on wood — play through an entire 82-
game season once again. 

While the team retained the majority of its core, the 
Hurricanes were one of the more aggressive teams in the 
offseason, bringing in a plethora of new faces to supplement 
the group.  

After three straight seasons with mostly the same roster, the 
Canes knew they needed to change something up to take 
the next step as a club and we’ll see if the decisions they 
made were the right ones. 

So what can we expect from the Carolina Hurricanes this 
year? There’s going to be plenty of interesting things to 
watch.  

Storylines to Follow 

Handling Heightened Expectations 

The biggest thing that will be expected from the team this 
season is having continued success, something that has 
become the expected norm from the new regime. 

While the Canes had been seen as the scrappy underdogs 
ever since snapping their nine-year playoff drought, that is 
simply no longer the case.  

The Canes finished at the top of the Central Division last 
year, marking their third straight playoff appearance. They 
are expected to be one of the top teams in the league and 
not just a wild card or bubble team. 

But the big question is if they can live up to those heightened 
expectations? Most NHL players will tell you that they don’t 
buy into any outside narratives, but frustrations can start to 
build up if internal expectations don’t go as anticipated.  

The Backend 

The Hurricanes are pretty set in terms of offensive 
production up front, but with a fairly large turnover on the 
backend and a complete overhaul at the goaltending 
position, the question remains to be seen for what the 
Canes’ backend ends up looking like. 

One of the questions for the defense is if they can find a way 
to replace Dougie Hamilton’s offensive production or at least 
diminish the impact of his departure. 

Hamilton was a top-end offensive talent and you don’t just 
replace him, but Carolina has multiple options that should 
hopefully mitigate the loss.  

While the blueline offense may take a hit, the defensive side 
of the blueline should be just fine for Carolina. The Canes’ 
top-four will be held down by Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce, 
two of the best defenders in the entire NHL, and Brady Skjei, 
who has turned into a reliable, indefatigable defender with 
the Hurricanes. 

But question marks do begin to rise with the new 
acquisitions. It has been a noticeable trend with most new 
defensemen in Carolina — Hamilton, Skjei, Edmundson, 
Gardiner — that it takes a good amount of time to become 
comfortable in the system. 

So will it take some time for Ian Cole, Ethan Bear and Tony 
DeAngelo to settle in or will they snap the trend and help the 
Canes get a strong start to the season?  

While shot and high-danger prevention may be in good 
hands with the blueline, it would all be for naught if the 
goalies can’t answer the bell when called upon.  

Hurricanes fans are very aware of how poor goaltending can 
sink a team, and with both of Carolina’s netminders being 
new to the team and coming off of injury riddled seasons, 
there’s a lot to be concerned about.  

But along with the risks is a lot of promise as well. Frederik 
Andersen has been one of the most successful goaltenders 
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since he entered the league and Antti Raanta has 
outstanding athleticism, able to make improbable saves.  

It all depends on how their health plays out. 

Staying on Track 

Last season saw a few Hurricanes put up big numbers for 
the team such as Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck, Nino 
Niederreiter, Martin Necas and the ever consistent Sebastian 
Aho. 

The Canes need those players to be consistent producers 
again, even if not at quite the same pace as last season, but 
they can’t be carrying the burden alone. 

If the Hurricanes want to go anywhere this year, they are 
going to need a bounce back season from a few players and 
none more so than Andrei Svechnikov.  

After the Canes signed Svechnikov to an eight-year, $62 
million deal, the expectations were significantly raised for the 
young Russian winger. 

He has the the potential to be one of the best scoring talents 
in the league, he just has to take that next step. 

Teuvo Teravainen is another player looking to have a better 
season than last after he missed the majority of the 2020-21 
season due to injury. He’s such a key part of Carolina’s 
game, responsible in all three zones and one of the best 
transitional facilitators on the team. 

If the Canes can get those two premiere talents going, it will 
be a very good year for Carolina. 

Players to Watch 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

The offer sheet acquisition has a lot to prove to both the 
team and himself about whether or not he can be a top 
player.  

While his defensive game has been stable, he has struggled 
to be consistent offensively. A few things can be pointed out 
in Montreal that could have led to his struggles such as 
rushed development and inconsistent playing time and 
linemates. 

Now, moved to the wing for this season, he’ll have more of a 
chance to be a dynamic player with less responsibilities than 
that of a center. 

The biggest question right now for him will be whether he’s 
getting the chance to play with a more offensively minded 
center like Trocheck or a defensively minded center like 
Staal. Regardless, removing the burden of responsibility as a 
center from him should do wonders for his ability to be 
dynamic and create in the offensive zone. 

Kotkaniemi has also been getting power-play time on the 
second unit, which should allow that unit to find more 
success with an additional playmaker.  

His development in Carolina should be one of the most 
interesting things to watch this season as he has the 
potential to become a part of the Canes’ core for a long time 
if everything works out. 

Quick Season Predictions 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi finishes the season with 50+ 
points. 

Since he’s the player to watch, let’s stick with him and give a 
bit more of a raised stakes prediction. Kotkaniemi has all the 
talent in the world and a very high hockey IQ.  

With the move to the wing, playing time in the top-six and 
power play deployment, Kotkaniemi has all the opportunities 
he needs to become a highly effective offensive player for 
the Hurricanes. 

 The Hurricanes start slow but finish the season with 
the best second-half record in the league after the 
Olympic break. 

With so many new faces on the team, it only makes sense 
that there will be some growing pains as they learn and 
adapt to the Canes’ systems. But with the core of the team 
returning, the Hurricanes should see quick returns and 
promising growth. 

 The Hurricanes eclipse the 100 point mark. 

Book it.
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Wolves start exhibition play 

The Chicago Wolves opened their brief exhibition schedule 
with a 5-3 loss to the Milwaukee Admirals Thursday night at 
Panther Arena. 

Veteran Terry Broadhurst, rookie Blake Murray and third-
year forward Stelio Mattheos delivered goals for the Wolves, 
who built a 3-0 lead 30 minutes into the game. 

The Wolves’ roster featured seven players from last season’s 
Central Division champions while the Admirals’ roster 
featured six players who joined the Wolves last year because 
Milwaukee didn’t field a team due to COVID-19. 

Broadhurst, a 32-year-old Chicago native who last played for 
the Wolves in 2014-15, opened the scoring at 5:59 of the 
second when he banked a sharp-angled shot off goaltender 
Devin Cooley. 

The 20-year-old Murray whistled a shot between Cooley’s 
skates for a power-play goal at 8:02, then Mattheos skated 
toward the crease and lifted a backhand over Cooley’s 
shoulder to boost Chicago’s lead to 3-0 at 10:00. 

The Admirals responded with five goals in the final 10 
minutes of the second, including two by Cole Schneider. 

Beck Warm started in goal for the Wolves and rejected 15 of 
20 shots in the first 40 minutes. Dylan Wells entered for the 
third period and stopped all eight shots he faced. Cooley, 
who played in two games for the Wolves last year, posted 26 
saves for the win. 

The Wolves wrap up their exhibition slate by hosting 
Milwaukee at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Wolves Training Facility 
in Hoffman Estates. 

The Wolves’ 28th regular season begins Saturday, Oct. 16, 
when they welcome the Rockford IceHogs to Allstate Arena 
for Opening Night presented by Turtle Wax. The first 3,500 
fans receive a Wolves Static Cling Schedule. To get tickets, 
email a Wolves ticket represenative here or call 1-800-THE-
WOLVES.

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article254805202.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254867497.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-just-getting-started/c-326689648 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preseason-game-4-preview-hurricanes-at-predators/c-326705648 
https://www.nhl.com/news/stanley-cup-picks-for-2021-22/c-326685518 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/8/22715625/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-kevin-wall 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/8/22716344/carolina-hurricanes-2021-22-season-preview 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/07/wolves-start-exhibition-play/ 
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The Hurricanes are only playing four NHL preseason games. Is that a 
problem? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

OCTOBER 08, 2021 3:23 PM 

 

Hurricanes fan Sue Bohnsack of Clayton, N.C., shows her support for the 
team and promotes the opening night of the 2021 season during a 
preseason exhibition game against Nashville on Tuesday, October 5, 
2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

Is the Montreal Canadiens-Carolina Hurricanes feud back on again? 

According to the league’s collective bargaining agreement, each team is 
required to play no fewer than six — and no more than eight — 
preseason exhibition games. The Canes are playing four, with the fourth 
Saturday against the Nashville Predators. 

Frank Seravalli of DailyFaceoff.com Hockey claimed Friday on a podcast 
that while there was no official confirmation, the Canadiens might have 
alerted the NHL to the Hurricanes not meeting the number of preseason 
games. 

It’s a juicy accusation, but to what end? 

NHL senior vice president of communications John Dellapina confirmed 
Friday the Canes were one of several teams granted an exemption on 
the number of preseason games from the league. 

“The requirement wasn’t changed. But the pandemic has required us to 
be agile and flexible in many areas,” Dellapina said in an email. 

The Predators, New York Islanders, New Jersey Devils and San Jose 
Sharks each are playing only five preseason games. 

“We’re not the only team this year,” Don Waddell, the Canes’ president 
and general manager, said Friday in an interview. “Because of COVID, 
teams cut back on games. We talked to the league months ago about it. 
We actually couldn’t find enough games.” 

The unexpected rivalry between the Hurricanes and Canadiens dates 
back to their playoff meetings in 2002 and 2006 but has been fueled 
lately by dueling offer sheets. 

In 2019, the Canadiens made an offer sheet for Canes center Sebastian 
Aho, then a restricted free agent, that Carolina owner Tom Dundon 
quickly matched. The Canes then made an offer sheet this year to Habs 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, offering a one-year, $6.1 million contract that 
the Habs decided not to match. 

The Canes’ offer sheet was announced on Twitter in French, and the 
offer to Kotkaniemi included a $20 bonus — matching Aho’s No. 20 with 

the Canes. Waddell later said there was no “revenge” element involved in 
the Canes’ offer sheet. 

The NHL CBA requires teams to play six preseason games.@Canes only 
played four. 

News Observer LOADED: 10.09.2021 
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Seth Jarvis is making things tough on the Hurricanes, in a very good way 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 08, 2021 8:54 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a Seth Jarvis problem. It’s a really, really 
good problem to have, but a problem nevertheless. 

What do you do when one of your top prospects has shown he’s ready 
for the NHL, when his coach has made it perfectly clear he sees Jarvis 
among his top nine forwards, when there’s no room for him on the roster 
and when there’s still nowhere it makes sense for Jarvis to go? 

There are a lot of variables here, and regardless of how they’re 
crunched, it’s a tricky situation. 

This much is clear: Jarvis, the 13th overall pick in the 2020 draft, is still 
very much an unfinished product, but has done what he needed to do to 
earn a roster spot, flashing speed and smarts and skill while making 
unbelievably confident plays with the puck in very tight spaces. After that 
it gets very hazy, very fast. 

“He was impressive,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after 
Tuesday’s preseason game against the Nashville Predators. “That’s all I 
can say. He looks like he belongs in this league, that’s for sure.” 

The problem is the NHL’s agreement with the Canadian junior leagues 
that requires a 19-year-old player like Jarvis to be returned to his junior 
team — the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League — if 
he’s not on the NHL roster, at least until his junior season is over. (Jarvis 
could potentially join the Hurricanes in the playoffs.) 

That takes away what would be the most logical option, sending Jarvis to 
the AHL to compete against older pros — where he held his own while 
the WHL was shut down during the pandemic — while being on call for 
spot NHL duty. That’s likely what will happen with Jack Drury, who was 
drafted as a college player and can be sent back and forth to the AHL. 

The Hurricanes are left with an unappetizing choice between sending 
Jarvis back to the WHL, where he would be able to to play for Canada in 
the World Juniors but might not have that much else to gain, or keeping 
him on the NHL roster and carrying 14 forwards. 

The latter would leave two forwards sitting out and not playing, one of 
which could be Jarvis most nights, especially if the Hurricanes carefully 
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ration the 10 games he can play before activating a year of his contract. 
Many players have started their career with a nine-game NHL audition 
before heading back to their junior teams. 

Neither is ideal. 

But when Brind’Amour looks at a young player who can make the plays 
Jarvis is making, it’s hard to even think about him having to spend 
another year in junior hockey when he could be maturing and growing 
against better competition. 

“Oh man, for sure,” the coach said. “That’s the problem with the system, 
unfortunately. There’s still a huge learning curve. Still a lot of mistakes 
being made. That’s just not being here and understanding it. But he’s a 
quick learner, from what I’ve seen in the time I’ve been with him. The 
system on kids like that, it definitely doesn’t help them.” 

Then there’s Jarvis’ contract: if he play fewer than 10 NHL games, the 
first year of his three-year entry level deal gets pushed back as well. The 
Hurricanes are going to get more bang for their buck with Jarvis when 
he’s 20, 21 and 22 than when he’s 19, 20 and 21, no small consideration 
for a team that’s going to be pressed up against the upper limit. 
(Although a better third year could mean a bigger second contract. As 
noted earlier, it’s complicated.) 

This isn’t like the old days, when any decent Hurricanes prospect who 
could skate without tripping over his own feet was all but awarded a 
preordained spot on the roster by default. Jarvis has earned this. He was 
the best player at the rookie tournament in Florida last month and hasn’t 
slowed down. 

There will be a natural spot for Jarvis on the wing next season if the 
Hurricanes decide not to re-sign impending free agent Nino Niederreiter, 
but Jarvis is not playing along with their calendar. He’s making his case 
now. 

“We’ll take a breath and see,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s a lot that goes 
into a decision like this. You don’t want to rush a kid for sure. That’s the 
worst thing you can do. But he’s doing all he can do. That’s what you 
like.” 

News Observer LOADED: 10.09.2021 
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Hurricanes player poll: Who will have the biggest breakout in 2021-22? 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 8, 2021  

 

As the 2021-22 preseason was looming and it seemed like beat writers 
would get some version of face-to-face access again, I was overcome 
with gratitude. 

Then came a wave of anxiety. 

I mean, did I even remember how to form a real question anymore? Are 
we just getting right back into “pucks in deep” when we haven’t actually 
seen each other in over a year? Who are all of these new guys and what 
did they do with Dougie Hamilton? 

Then, a bit of advice I received when I first started covering the NHL 
occurred to me: Players don’t usually like to talk about themselves, but 
they love to talk about their teammates. 

And so I set out to ask as many Canes I could one simple — but not 
quite easy — question. 

If you had to guess, which of your teammates is having a breakout 
season? 

The textbook definition of breakout is “suddenly and extremely popular or 
successful,” so that can mean many different things to many different 
people, especially with a language barrier involved — and it did. 

Overall, there was one vote for Brady Skjei, one vote for Brett Pesce, one 
vote for the duo of Antti Raanta and Freddie Andersen, two votes for 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, two votes for “I just hope everyone has fun,” three-
ish votes for Andrei Svechnikov and six votes for our winner, Martin 
Necas. 

“I don’t think I have shown my best yet. I think I can still be better,” said 
Necas, when asked if he considers last season his breakout. “But I think 
it was a good step from the first season, and as the season went longer, I 
felt more comfortable. Roddy (coach Rod Brind’Amour) started playing 
me on the PK too. I had more ice time. It was great. I’ll just keep doing 
that and we will see.” 

Necas had 14 goals and 41 points in 53 games last season. He 
established himself in a versatile power-play role, produced in the 
playoffs and, maybe most importantly, earned Brind’Amour’s trust. 

And many of his teammates seem to think he can do even better in 2021-
22. 

What reasoning did they give? Who picked him, and who picked others? 
What nicknames do they use when they talk about each other? 

Below are 13 NHL players and one NHL coach saying nice things about 
each other. 

Jordan Staal: I just have a good feeling Svechy (Svechnikov) is going to 
terrorize this year. I don’t know. I think it’s just the day-to-day, the way 
he’s carried himself throughout training camp. I think he’s going to be a 
little more comfortable with the contract stuff behind him. He can kinda 
go out and just play. But man, I mean, the kid’s just really good — and I 
think he’s going to be really good this year. 

Jaccob Slavin: I think Nechy (Necas) continues to just get better and 
better. Obviously had a great year last year, you might be able to 
consider that a breakout year, but I think he’s going to continue to get 
better. We got a lot of candidates, but I’ll go with Nechy. 

Jordan Martinook: “I think Nechy. I think he broke out last year, but I feel 
like he gets faster every year and I don’t know how that happens 
because he’s already so fast. He’s been around Fishy (Sebastian Aho) a 
lot. Him and Svech are really good friends, and I think their mindset has 
kind of rubbed off on him because they both want to be the best, and 
they both want to lead this team. I think Nechy is picking up on that, and 
the more he gets that, the more the swagger is coming along.  And it has. 
You’ve seen it last year, then this year already — he’s gonna go to new 
heights and new limits, and I’m excited to watch him. 

Brind’Amour: Hmm. Such a good question, but I can’t answer that. That’s 
a sucker question, right there. 

Brind’Amour was informed that Slavin and Martinook said Necas. 

Brind’Amour: Well, wouldn’t you say that was last year? We’re expecting 
bigger and better things from everybody. You always talk about the 
younger guys breaking out, but why can’t Slavo (Slavin) have a better 
year? Why not Pesh (Pesce)? We want everyone to get a little better. 
Otherwise, we’re just not going to be good enough. 

Svechnikov: I would say Nechy, for sure. He had a great season last 
year, but he’s going to have an even better year this year. 

Steven Lorentz: I want to see KK (Kotkaniemi) have a breakout year. The 
stuff he does in practice, he’s like a mini (Teuvo) Teravainen in a sense. 
He’s a little bit bigger, but he has that skill carrying the puck, and he’s got 
a really good shot, too. So I think he’s going to be lethal, I think he’s 
going to be used in a lot of situations and I think he’s going to thrive. It’s 
exciting to watch. Obviously watching Montreal a little bit — I grew up a 
Leafs fan so I was watching that series —watching him play the game, I 
was impressed for his age how much talent, skill and work ethic, too, not 
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just skill with the puck. He works to get the puck back and he works to 
get positioning, so I’m excited to see what he’ll bring. 

Brett Pesce: That’s a good question. I’m gonna go with my partner. I’m 
going to go Brady (Skjei). I think he’s going to put up good offensive 
numbers this year. He looks really good. 

How good? 

Pesce: Really good. 

Skjei was told Pesce picked him for breakout Cane of the year. 

Skjei: Yeah? I guess so. That’s good to know. You guys will see me all 
over the ice this year (laughing). No, I do feel like I have a little bit of 
offense in my game. I can use my skating to get up in the play and be 
that fourth guy in. We’ll see. It’s nice of him to say that. 

I have to go back with Pesh, then. I’ll say Pesh. Honestly, I think 
realistically it looks like he is on the power play to start so maybe he can 
get some numbers that way. Just a really solid defenseman and a solid 
player. If he can keep growing, he’ll be a very elite defenseman. 

Nino Niederreiter: Tough question. I hope everyone’s having a breakout 
season and plays their best game. Let’s put it that way. 

Aho: Hopefully a lot of them. Let’s say hot goalies. Both of them are 
going to have a good year. 

Andersen: Oh, that’s a good question. I think Svech looks really good, 
Nechy looks really good. Svech especially is already established, but I 
think he’s a guy who wants to get better and work on his game a lot. 

Raanta: I would hope everyone, but obviously there’s already superstars 
in here, so some of the guys probably don’t need to break out anymore. 
But I would probably say Nechy. Nechy is going to be one of those guys 
who is going to put up some good numbers, and obviously Jesperi has 
been really good. He obviously has looked good in the preseason games 
and in practice, also. There’s many guys, so I just hope everyone has a 
good and healthy season. 

Raanta was told that Aho said the goalies will break out. 

I mean, hopefully that’s the case, but obviously we’re a little bit older so 
hopefully we don’t have to break out anymore. Big season? I think it’s 
more about just being consistent. If you can play your game and just be 
calm in the net and make those saves, highlight-reel saves here and 
there, that’s going to be enough. Team is so good in front of us, it’s just 
being consistent and confident in front of those guys. 

Jesper Fast: I think Necas. He had a good year last year, but I think he’ll 
take that next step. 

Necas: Svechy. I don’t really know what breakout means, like, I think he 
already played unbelievable two seasons ago. Last year, maybe he was 
a little under pressure from the contract, but I think he still played good, 
and you can see, he’s a great player, he’s a great guy. I am not worried 
about him. I think he’s going to be great for so many years for this 
organization. 
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Why hasn’t Mattias Ekholm signed? Why was Rem Pitlick waived? 
Predators mailbag 

 

By Adam Vingan Oct 8, 2021  

 

Note: Submitted questions have been edited for clarity and length. 

Any idea why Mattias Ekholm has not been signed? — Frank A. 

At the start of camp, Ekholm expressed his desire to stay in Nashville 
past this season, when his six-year, $22.5 million contract ends. 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported Thursday that Ekholm and his 
agent, Kurt Overhardt, have told Predators general manager David Poile 
that they do not want to negotiate during the season. That leaves less 
than a week for them to agree to terms. 

“I know when the season comes around, I’m going to have to be 100 
percent focused on that,” Ekholm said last week. “Otherwise, my game 
will suffer.” 

A contract similar to those signed by Jake Muzzin (four years, $22.5 
million) and Jeff Petry (four years, $25 million) seems logical, but it is 
unknown what Ekholm is seeking. 

What are your thoughts on Egor Afanasyev likely not making the roster? 
— Jeff D.  

It appears that Afanasyev, 20, is on the outside looking in at the 
Predators’ opening night roster. The 6-foot-4, 201-pound power forward 
has had an impressive preseason, but much like Eeli Tolvanen a few 
years ago, it makes more sense for Afanasyev to play big minutes in the 
AHL than for him to be a bit player with the Predators. 

Tolvanen, 22, greatly benefited from his time with the Milwaukee 
Admirals. Afanasyev presumably would be a focal point of their offense 
this season. 

Predators’ recent practice lines 

LEFT WING CENTER RIGHT WING 

Filip Forsberg 

Ryan Johansen 

Matt Duchene 

Eeli Tolvanen 

Mikael Granlund 

Luke Kunin 

Nick Cousins 

Cody Glass 

Philip Tomasino 

Yakov Trenin 

Colton Sissons 

Tanner Jeannot 

“I think it’s really important that we make the right decision for the player,” 
Predators coach John Hynes said. “You see Egor’s size and skating. You 
see (Philip) Tomasino’s speed and competitiveness. Is it ready to be 
night in and night out? The other (thing) is, where do they necessarily fit 
in the lineup? You don’t want to have a young player (who) makes the 
team, but (he’s) only playing around 10 or 11 minutes. That’s not good 
for them. Sometimes it is good for a player to be able to play in 
Milwaukee, even if it’s for 10 games, 15 games, and they’re really going 
and playing 20 minutes and doing their thing. 

“The biggest thing is, are all the attributes in their game ready to do it 
night in and night out, and are their best attributes at a level where you 
think they’re going to be able to be successful (in the NHL)? That’s part 
of the decision making process.” 

What is your take on the Predators losing Rem Pitlick? — Barron F.  

We tend to inflate the value of prospects. Pitlick, claimed off waivers by 
the Minnesota Wild on Tuesday, is an above-average AHL player. He 
has shown the ability to score at that level (46 points in 71 career 
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games), but other young players had leapfrogged him on the Predators’ 
depth chart. 

“When we talked to him, we said, ‘If you get picked up, it’s good for (you) 
but bad for us,’” Hynes said. “We just feel like when you look down the 
middle that there were some other players that were having better 
camps.” 

Pitlick, 24, acknowledged that upon arriving in Minnesota. 

“I want to be an offensive player,” he said. “I think that through my life, 
that’s what I’ve been known to be. I know it’s a different level in the NHL, 
and I’m looking to somehow find my game at that level.” 

Do you think last season was a wake-up call for Ryan Johansen, and will 
we see a better version of him on the ice this season? — Landon B. 

With all due respect to Johansen, how many more wake-up calls does he 
need? His contract, according to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, is one 
of the worst in the league, and he was exposed in the Seattle Kraken 
expansion draft. 

I have previously likened Johansen, 29, to Jeff Spicoli, the lovable stoner 
portrayed by Sean Penn in “Fast Times at Ridgemont High.” Johansen’s 
laidback personality gives off the vibe that he does not care. He knows 
that his output in recent seasons (58 points in 116 games since 2019) 
has not been good enough. At this point, though, Johansen is not going 
to win over anybody with his words. 

Rocco Grimaldi has struggled to find favor under Hynes. Was he 
overvalued on too small of a sample size? Is it worth him having a roster 
spot? — George S.  

Grimaldi was excellent in the 2019 playoffs with three goals in five 
games, and his line with Nick Bonino and Craig Smith outscored 
opponents 29-11 during the 2019-20 season, according to MoneyPuck. 

Since Bonino and Smith left, though, Grimaldi has become an 
afterthought. His offensive impact at five-on-five, as illustrated in the top 
row of Micah Blake McCurdy’s chart, has dropped significantly, and his 
defensive impact, shown at the bottom, remains an issue. 

Grimaldi, who has been skating with Afanasyev and Michael McCarron at 
practice, is destined to be an extra forward. It would be somewhat 
surprising if the Predators waived him, but his days as an everyday 
player in Nashville appear over. 

Whose stock is trending up after training camp? I need OPTIMISM. — 
Ricky C.  

Ricky wants to feel the power of positivity! 

I am still playing catch-up after being out for five weeks on parental 
leave, but I like what I have seen from Cody Glass. The pressure that 
came with being the first draft pick in Vegas Golden Knights history is 
gone, and he looks healthy after suffering knee injuries that derailed his 
development. There should no shortage of motivation. 

For the moment, Glass, 22, is centering a line with Tomasino and Nick 
Cousins. He should also contribute on the power play. 

Why do you think so little weight is attached to the Predators’ strong 
second half last season? — David H.  

Despite the Predators’ 20-7-1 finish to last season, there are way too 
many questions marks as this one begins. 

Will Johansen and Matt Duchene justify their inflated salaries? What 
happens with Ekholm and Filip Forsberg, both of whom need new 
contracts? Who replaces the contributions of Viktor Arvidsson, Ryan Ellis 
and Calle Jarnkrok? Is Juuse Saros really the .941 goaltender who 
brought the Predators back from the dead in the second half? 

Teams that are set up for success do not have that many unanswered 
questions. 

How many years away are we from a Juuse Saros/Iaroslav Askarov 
goaltending tandem? — Joseph L.  

Predators chief amateur scout Tom Nolan said before the draft in July 
that Askarov, 19, is “going to stay (in Russia) for the next two years and 
then he’ll hopefully (come) over here.” Based on that timeline, the earliest 
we will see a Saros/Askarov tandem is 2023. 

David Rittich will serve as Saros’ backup this season after signing a 
$1.25 million contract in free agency. Connor Ingram is next in line. 

Will the reverse retro jersey make a return this year? — Peyton M.  

The Athletic’s Sean Shapiro reported Friday that “the alternate jersey 
program could be set to return during the 2022-23 season.” He also said 
that the reverse retro designs would be different from those worn last 
season. 

The Predators are hosting a Stadium Series game in February, so they 
should have a special jersey for the occasion. 
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Preds treading lightly with development of top prospects 

 

MICHAEL GALLAGHER OCT 8, 2021  

 

Eeli Tolvanen served as a cautionary example last year of how the 
Nashville Predators want to approach bringing their top prospects into 
the fold. 

Tolvanen made the Predators’ roster out of training camp — albeit on the 
taxi squad — but he didn’t play in a regular season game until Feb. 1, 
eight games into the season. The 21-year-old was eased in slowly, 
playing a little over 11:30 per game before seeing his ice time jump to 
14:30 by the end of the season. 

In a perfect world, the Predators would like to implement a similar plan 
with center Philip Tomasino and right winger Egor Afanasyev, who have 
both battling for an opening-night roster spot through training camp and 
the preseason. 

“I think it’s really important that we make the right decision for the player,” 
Predators coach John Hynes told102.5-FM’s Robby Stanley. “Like both 
of those guys are young guys and you see pockets where they’ve been 
really good. You don’t want to have a young player where say they make 
the team to say they make the team, but maybe they’re only playing 
around 10 or 11 minutes. That’s not good for them.” 

Both forwards have shown promise through three preseason games. 
Tomasino has two goals on eight shots, and he’s averaged 17 minutes of 
ice time per game. He’s also had nearly 6:30 of ice time on the power 
play. He was mentioned by name by General Manager David Poile 
several times during the offseason as a player who will be given every 
opportunity to make Nashville’s roster. 

Conversely, Afanasyev has put up similar stats to Tomasino — three 
goals and four points on five shots while averaging 13:25 of ice time per 
game — but he was never believed to be in real consideration for a 
roster spot out of camp. His performance during the preseason, however, 
has changed the nature of those conversations. 

“Phil’s scored a couple goals, Egor’s got some goals,” Hynes continued. 
“You see Egor’s size and skating and you see Tomasino’s speed and 
competitiveness. Is it ready to be night in and night out? And then 
(another question I have is: Where do they necessarily fit into the 
lineup?” 
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The Predators appear to be grooming Tomasino for a top-six role this 
season, potentially on the second line with some combination of 
Tolvanen, Cody Glass, Mikael Granlund or Matt Duchene. As was the 
case with Tolvanen, Tomasino is too good to waste away on the third or 
fourth line, and playing him there would not be maximizing his talents. 

An equally talented scorer in his own right, Afanasyev and his 6-foot-4, 
201-pound frame are more suited for a Filip Forsberg or James Neal 
power forward kind of role.  

The 20-year-old has made it awfully difficult to send him back to the 
American Hockey League, especially after seeing his underrated goal-
scoring ability, but it could be argued playing for the Milwaukee Admirals 
is the best situation for him, at least to begin the season. 

There simply isn’t room in Nashville’s top six for Afanasyev right now, 
and playing him 10 minutes or less in more of a forechecking role than a 
scoring one on a game-by-game basis would be a disservice to his 
development. 

“Sometimes it is good for a player to be able to play in Milwaukee, even if 
it’s for 10 games or 15 games and they’re really going and playing 20 
minutes and doing their thing and then all the sudden they get called up 
to play,” Hynes said. “I think the biggest thing is are all of the attributes in 
their game ready to do it night in and night out. And are their best 
attributes at a level where you think they’re going to be successful? 
That’s part of the decision-making process.” 

Nashville hosts the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday at 3 p.m. at 
Bridgestone Arena in their final preseason game. The Predators currently 
have 16 forwards, nine defensemen and three goaltenders on the roster. 
They need to get down to the 23-player league maximum before their 
season opener on Oct. 14 against the Seattle Kraken. 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: Could the NHL’s reverse retro 
jerseys make a comeback? 

 

By Sean Shapiro Oct 8, 2021  

 

The reverse retro program may be getting a reboot. 

Multiple sources have told The Athletic that the alternate jersey program 
could be set to return during the 2022-23 season, which would be a 
welcome sight for many teams and executives who spoke on the matter. 

“I can say we are pushing for it,” one Western Conference executive 
said. “We’ve been pretty vocal about that with the league, it’s something I 
think would be great for all of us.” 

“It’s gonna happen,” an Eastern Conference executive said. “It’s coming 
back, I’m not sure if the league is ready to make that official. But I don’t 
see how they don’t do it.” 

It wouldn’t be the same jerseys that were sold during the first rendition of 
reverse retro, it would be another new look, and one team source already 
said their team has already designed and knows what the next reverse 
retro jersey would look like. 

The original reverse retro program ran during the 2020-21 COVID-
shortened season, which also featured mostly empty buildings across the 
league. The league’s decision to stick with the original program length, 
just one season, drew criticism from teams that felt the true financial 
impact of reverse retro was neutered. 

“We should have been able to use it into this season, selling jerseys and 
other merchandise are driven heavily by in-person traffic at games, 

without fans at games, we couldn’t sell nearly as much as we would 
have,” one team executive said. “And if the team is no longer going to 
wear it this season, you have reverse retro jerseys that fans bought that 
they, in theory, will never get to wear while the team wears them.” 

Some teams had a more positive experience with reverse retro than 
others. For some teams, the designs were a hit, and meeting demand 
was actually a struggle, while some of the more bland ones, or ones that 
missed the mark, struggled to sell and there were some teams that in 
hindsight were wishing for a re-do. 

“I think some teams really didn’t get it or what it was supposed to be,” 
one league source said. “We had some great designs, ones that really 
clicked. Other teams, they missed the mark.” 

One team executive, whose jersey sold well, said he actually liked the 
reverse retro program being a one year thing. 

“It created exclusivity, something we could sell as a piece of time,” they 
said. “I liked what it created.” 

Bringing back the reverse retro program would allow the NHL to steal a 
bit from the NBA, where each team has at least four jerseys and some 
have as many as six they’ll wear in a given season. It would give each 
team at least three jerseys to sell, and some teams would have as many 
as five different looks in a given season. 

“Honestly, I hope they do it every other season, make it a thing like that,” 
one team executive said. “Let us keep making new jerseys, fans love 
jerseys, give us something to sell that’s new every other year.” 

All or Nothing  

Based on early reviews, the NHL has been pleased with the response to 
the Amazon docuseries, “All or Nothing: Toronto Maple Leafs” which 
followed the Maple Leafs during the 2020-21 season. 

The league is also hopeful it was an experience that will bring back 
Amazon for another series in the future, even though nothing like that 
has been finalized at the moment. 

Talks about getting the Maple Leafs onto “All or Nothing” started between 
Amazon, Toronto, and the league during the 2018-19 season with 
meetings in Toronto. At that time it was something that was signed off by 
Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas, who was a fan of the “All or Nothing” 
series. 

The following summer league official met with Maple Leafs players, many 
of whom shot down the idea, and while the league and Amazon wanted 
to film the series during the 2019-20 season, Toronto decided to hold off 
on taking part. Amazon also wasn’t interested in doing any team other 
than Toronto, so it was Maple Leafs or no one for the series when it 
came to the NHL. 

Talks picked up again during the season stoppage in the summer of 
2020, with Toronto eventually signing off on taking part in the series 
during the 2020-21 season. 

Amazon felt that if it had success with Toronto and if it sells well enough, 
it could continue the series on the NHL front similar to how it’s done 
numerous “All or Nothing” renditions in the NFL and the English Premier 
League. 

The NHL has a history of signing one-off docuseries deals and then 
renewing them or rebooting them. Each time the league has done “Road 
to the Winter Classic” this year on TNT, and on “Quest for the Stanley 
Cup” it’s been a one-season deal the league renewed after seeing 
whether it had success or not. 

We’ll have more next week on the NHL television landscape at Turner 
and ESPN, but this week was an interesting preview into how both 
networks will cover the sport. Both ESPN and Turner held media events 
with on-air talent, both studio and in-game, while ESPN debuted its new 
studio show, “The Point” on ESPN2 on Thursday. 
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The overall vibe I’ve gotten from both networks is that they want to break 
from a more formulaic approach that was conducted at NBC, particularly 
in-studio shows. People from both networks aren’t shy about bringing up 
TNT’s “Inside the NBA” as the gold standard to try and emulate but with 
an NHL lens. 
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The Athletic / Stanley Cup futures odds: Six bets we’re locking in before 
the NHL season starts on Tuesday night 

 

By Zachary Pekale Oct 8, 2021 

 

The start of the 2021-22 NHL season is just days away as the opening-
night doubleheader on October 12 inches closer. First, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning will raise their newest banner before taking on the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. The second matchup comes with a different kind of pomp and 
circumstance in Las Vegas. The Golden Knights host the Kraken in 
Seattle’s first-ever regular season game. 

There is a lot of unknown coming into the new year. Do the Lightning 
have enough in the tank for a third-straight Stanley Cup win? Possibly. 
Will Toronto finally get out of the first round? Probably not (I’d be OK 
being wrong here). Can Seattle replicate some of that expansion magic 
Vegas had a few years ago? Who knows. Fortunately, there are odds for 
all of these things and I’ve picked out six futures to help you navigate 
your last-minute preseason wagers. 

Click here for live odds. 

Anaheim Ducks – Trevor Zegras to win the Calder Memorial Trophy at 
+550 

History isn’t exactly on Zegras’ side here, given that the last two Calder 
winners were on playoff teams. But The Athletic’s Eric Stephens pegged 
the 20-year-old center as Anaheim’s breakout star this season and I’m 
right there with him. Zegras flashed his playmaking abilities in college — 
he had 25 assists as a freshman at Boston University — and that 
creativity and play-driving translated to the NHL as he moved from the 
wing to center and had 10 assists in his first 24 games with the Ducks. 
His 13 points last year put him on a 44-point pace over 82 games. 
Considering Anaheim had the NHL’s worst offense a year ago, there will 
likely be an abundance of opportunity for Zegras to skate as a top-six 
forward. If the production is comparable to his ice time, Zegras should 
have a shot at the Calder Trophy. 

Colorado Avalanche – Darcy Kuemper to win the Vezina Trophy at 
+1300 

Kuemper is one of the rare instances of the past decade or so where 
being in Arizona benefitted a player’s career. The thing is, he’s never 
been given the chance to be a true No. 1 goaltender until now. Colorado 
acquired Kuemper after Philipp Grubauer signed with Seattle. We saw a 
glimpse of Kuemper’s potential during the 2018-19 season, when he got 
55 starts and finished fifth in Vezina voting. He placed seventh the 
following year while splitting the net. In three full seasons with the 
Coyotes, Kuemper was 53-42-13 with a 2.35 goals allowed average, .922 
save percentage and nine shutouts. With backup Pavel Francouz out 3-4 
weeks, Kuemper will have a chance to make an early statement with an 
extensive workload. 

Carolina Hurricanes – Under 95.5 points at -130 

Carolina is a few years removed from a 99-point campaign and won an 
average of 37 games over two pandemic-shortened seasons, a pace that 
would’ve likely seen it reach 96 points if the circumstances were normal. 
The key word here is if. The Hurricanes benefited tremendously from 

their geographic location last year, lumped into a realigned division with 
Tampa Bay, Florida and a bunch of rebuilding teams. But it is back to the 
Metropolitan Division for 2021-22 and Carolina’s notable offseason 
moves — parting with Dougie Hamilton, Alex Nedeljkovic and Petr 
Mrazek; adding Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Ethan Bear, Antti Raanta and 
Frederik Andersen — are likely not enough to replicate its success from a 
year ago. 

New York Islanders – Win the Eastern Conference at +1000 

The third time’s got to be a charm, right? After back-to-back appearances 
in the Eastern Conference Finals/Stanley Cup Semifinals, the Islanders 
come back arguably stronger than they were a year ago. It’s a near-
identical cast to the one that took the Lightning to seven games, minus 
Nick Leddy and Travis Zajac. Anders Lee is back after tearing his ACL in 
March and New York will also get a full season out of Kyle Palmieri while 
adding Zdeno Chara and Zach Parise. The biggest questions at this point 
are Semyon Varlamov’s availability for opening night and how well the 
Isles handle a 13-game season-opening road trip. The latter is obviously 
more of an issue, but Barry Trotz’s team has 50 regular-season road 
wins in the three seasons since he’s taken over. The Islanders own the 
sixth-shortest odds in their conference, which seems a bit low given their 
level of consistency compared to the teams ahead of them. There’s a 
good chance New York will have to beat Tampa Bay or Toronto next 
summer to reach the finals, but this may be its best shot to do so. 

Nashville Predators – Miss the playoffs at -300 

The Predators have made seven consecutive postseason appearances, 
but I’m fading Nashville this year. First and foremost, that streak very well 
could have ended two years ago if not for an expanded playoff field in the 
bubble. And while the Predators gave Carolina a good opening-round 
fight last season, there wasn’t much to build on from that. Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s model projects Nashville to earn 86.7 points, which would 
be its fewest in an 82-game season since 2002-03. The offseason didn’t 
do the Predators many favors either. Calle Jarnkrok was taken by Seattle 
in the expansion draft, Ryan Ellis was traded and Pekka Rinne retired, 
though Juuse Saros had already become the primary starter in net. 
There’s also the expiring contracts of Filip Forsberg and Mattias Ekholm. 
Nashville may choose to deal one or both at the trade deadline, which 
would deal the Predators a backbreaking blow if they’re still competitive 
at that point. 

Tampa Bay Lightning – Under 106.5 points at -110 

Look, I know what you’re thinking. The Atlantic Division has been top-
heavy for a few years and the Lightning are two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champions. But this team has won two championships in under 12 
months. You have to wonder how (and when) fatigue sets in this season 
as well as who it affects. Tampa’s stars also have a bit of an injury history 
between Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point all missing 
time over the past few years. Then there’s the entire line of forwards that 
needed replacing after Yanni Gourde, Barclay Goodrow and Blake 
Coleman all went elsewhere in the offseason. Oh, and it’s a good bet that 
the Lightning will have the most players in the Olympics. The fact of the 
matter is the Lightning are still one of the NHL’s better teams and will 
most likely back that up in the playoffs. But 107 points in the regular 
season would require close to 50 wins on top of eight or nine overtime 
losses. That seems like a stretch given how much extra hockey the club 
has already played the past few seasons. 
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The Athletic / NHL Hope-O-Meter results: Ranking fans’ optimism for all 
32 NHL teams 

 

Sean Gentille Oct 8, 2021  
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We’re going to open with a confession about The (patent pending) NHL 
Hope-O-Meter. 

After seven days and more than 10,000 votes, it became a great excuse 
to turn the floor over to everyone else. Did I come into it with the intent to 
analyze the results, maybe weigh in with some pithy nonsense or 
meaningful bits about each team? For sure. Totally. 

Ultimately, though, the comments our readers (and voters) left were 
really good. Like, too good to pass up. Like, better output than a writer, 
typing a bunch of things you’ve already read, or will read over the next 
few days, or are deliberately not reading. 

Yes, this is still a 1-32 ranking of teams, based on their fanbase’s state of 
mind. It just leans on your words, not mine. The question was simple, 
and the answers were fun, insightful, and weird. There’s one from each 
side of the coin per team, but that doesn’t mean that every team has half 
its fan base in each camp. Far from it, actually. 

How hopeful are you for the coming season? Let’s find out. 

1. Florida Panthers — 100 percent optimism 

Optimist Dr. Puck: It’s not often that you can say about a team “This is 
undoubtedly the best roster they’ve ever had” and not be hyperbolic. And 
Sergei Bobrovsky can’t be worse this year. Right? (praying hands). 

…and there is no pessimistic review because there is no pessimism. Did 
we only get 75 votes from Panthers fans? That’s right. But 100 percent of 
anything is impressive, and personally, I’m on board. Panthers fans 
should be psyched. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning — 99.6 

Optimist Marcus: We still have the best goalie in the game, the best 
coach, the best GM, the best owner, the best defenseman, and three of 
the top 20 forwards in the league. The potential for a three-peat is 
absolutely realistic and attainable, and I have faith in our team and our 
young guns to keep up on the path towards a dynasty! 

The one person out of 230 voters who’s down on the Lightning didn’t 
explain themselves. Coward. 

3. New York Islanders — 98.9 

Optimist Dave: I see no reason not to surrender to wild optimism and 
hubristic certainty of a Cup this season. 

Pessimist Zeke: I’m worried that great coaching has helped this team 
overachieve for three seasons. Now that it seems ridiculous to not be 
optimistic, I feel like this is where the team lets me down every year. 

4. Winnipeg Jets — 98.6 

Optimist Dan: I feel that an important part of being a Winnipeg Jets fan is 
accepting that your favourite team will never win the Stanley Cup. But 
now? I could totally see them losing in the finals. That’s something I 
never let myself believe before. 

Pessimist Andrew: My expectations are that the team will consistently 
finish between 5th and 11th in the conference.  Hard to be optimistic for 
an average team and hard to be pessimistic for a team that shows some 
greatness. I’ve accepted that they will never be first and they will never 
be worst. 

5. Colorado Avalanche — 97.5 

Optimist Leo: I’d like to think that the heartbreak of another second-round 
exit is going to be the kick in the teeth players like Nathan MacKinnon 
and Gabriel Landeskog need to elevate their game. Secondary scoring is 
a question, but with a possible upgrade in goal and supremely talented 
blue line, it feels like they could get over the hump this year. 

Pessimist Jay: The Avs are still good but we didn’t get better to the same 
degree that the teams that beat us got better. (Vegas specifically).  

6. Carolina Hurricanes — 94.5 

Optimist Cole: Lots of changes, but we’ve been close for a while. I think 
Frederik Andersen in net might be great for us, and with 
Aho/Turbo/Svech/Slavin/Pesce locked up, it’s hard to get down on the 
team. 

Pessimist Gerald: Unfortunately, I think our front office fumbled this 
offseason by making lackluster moves that ultimately leave our team 
looking less talented on paper. 

7. Edmonton Oilers — 92.6 

Optimist Aaron: Two of the most talented forwards the league has ever 
seen have finally been given quality linemates that aren’t each other. 

Pessimist Steve: The team will go as far as Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl drag them. 

8. New Jersey Devils — 90.8 

Optimist Lucas: Fitzy has yet to make a move that made me question the 
direction he is taking the team. 

Pessimist Brian: They’ve won offseasons before and then fallen flat on 
their face once the games started. Don’t believe the hype.  

9. Minnesota Wild — 90 

Optimist Aaron: Love what Guerin is doing with the team:  The “old 
guard” is out, Kirill Kaprizov and Joel Eriksson-Ek are signed, Kevin Fiala 
seems hungry to prove himself, and some young talent looks VERY 
close to being ready to contribute.  Hard salary cap times ahead, but for 
now, let’s enjoy the show! 

Pessimist Aaron W.: You simply cannot build a championship team with 
that much dead cap space. By the time we are out from under it, 
Kaprizov, Fiala, Brodin, Eriksson Ek, etc. will not have a ton of good 
years left like they do now.  

Shoutout to Wild fans/the Mike Russo Army for leading the way with over 
1,100 votes. 

10. Los Angeles Kings — 89.6 

Optimist Matthew: I think the Kings are coming into a weaker Pacific 
Division underestimated and on the brink of turning a major corner. If you 
look at Minnesota last year it only took one dynamic player to slot 
everyone into their proper spots and make an impact.  

Pessimist Eric (possibly foreseeing Quinton Byfield’s ankle injury: The 
Kings have a deep pool of prospects and on paper it looks great. 
However, it feels like the idea that at least one of them is ready to make a 
splash is being pushed on Kings fans. I don’t think they are there yet.  

11. Dallas Stars — 89.4 

Optimist Clint: Health! When the Stars are healthy, we all know how 
lethal they can be, and for the first time in 84 years (cue the “old lady 
from Titanic” meme) the Stars are entering the 21-22 season at near-full 
strength. 

Pessimist Christian: I feel like the core is aging and probably had their 
best chance two years ago.  This attempt to restock on the fly is probably 
not going to work unless we start hitting on our first-round picks — a 
long-standing weakness. 

12. Vegas Golden Knights — 84.4 

Optimist Tyler: No more goalie controversy, better forward depth, and 
getting to beat up on the rest of the Pacific. We should be the 1 or 2 seed 
in the West and I think we’re in Colorado’s head after last year. 

Pessimist Clayton: I have no problem with Lehner as the starter, I have a 
problem with what might happen if he gets injured. I’m sure Vegas will 
make the playoffs — even win the division — but a serious injury in net 
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could derail that. The cap space freed up from the Fleury dump was used 
questionably, to say the least. 

13. St. Louis Blues — 84.3 

Optimist Nathan: The moves Doug Armstrong made in the offseason to 
me have been great. Our offense looks mean on paper. We haven’t 
taken out anything vital and have only seemed to improve. Though 
defense still seems shaky, we can assume Parayko is back in full health 
and will step up even more this year.  

Pessimist Bear:  SOB = Same old Blues.  I am 55 and been a fan since 
inception.  I’ve had my SC victory, and fate will never grant me that 
feeling again. Death will come before they win it again. 

14. New York Rangers — 83.6 

Optimist MickMan: The Rangers’ young guns will get meaningful time 
and have had some time to get their feet wet. We finally got some of the 
“grit” we’ve needed, and teams in our division are getting older.   

Pessimist Paul: I mean … y’all saw what the Knicks went through when 
James Dolan got involved. They’re harder to fight against and easier to 
play against. Chris Drury has hurt whatever feelings I have left. 

15. Chicago Blackhawks — 83.2 

Optimist Vince: I know it’ll be better than the last three years of dogshit 
hockey. But how much is really the question. I think I’ll just be happy to 
watch games knowing we have a chance again. 

Pessimist Andrew: Optimistic that the team will be better on the ice. 
Pessimistic in that numerous people with apparently terrible moral 
judgment remain in management. I am having trouble reconciling a 
lifetime of fandom with the fact that this organization is not deserving of 
support.  

16. Seattle Kraken — 82 

Optimist Ben: We’re guaranteed to win *WAAAY* more games than last 
season. And this will be the closest we’ll have come to a Stanley Cup in 
over 90 years! 

Pessimist James: Vegas benefited from a lot of errors from other GMs 
that Seattle was unable to take advantage of this time around. Vegas 
also had a lot of luck (or extremely good scouting) that Seattle is unlikely 
to repeat. 

17. Ottawa Senators — 80.8 

Optimist Mark: I fully expect the Sens to be drafting in the top 10 and I’m 
very okay with that. I think they’ll be competitive most nights and 
entertaining to watch, we’ll get there in a couple years 

Pessimist Grant: Eugene Melnyk owns my team, so I’m curious what this 
“optimism” thing is that you’re talking about. 

18. Boston Bruins — 75.7 

Optimist Garrett: The Bruins are poised to once again be competitive, but 
as the Atlantic Division gets deeper and more top heavy, it seems like 
“make the playoffs and win a round” is more realistic than expecting a 
Cup run.  

Pessimist Margaret: Losing Tuukka Rask and David Krejci is a huge 
blow. I don’t have much faith in the current plan to platoon the second-
line center job, and Coyle doesn’t inspire confidence. The goaltending 
should be fine, unless it isn’t. Plus, Bergeron/Marchand will have to slow 
down eventually. This could be the year it happens. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers — 75.3 

Optimist Steven: I’m always hopeful, but they seem more like a bubble 
team than a serious contender. Carter Hart can change all that though. 
Fingers crossed and lucky underwear on. 

Pessimist Cotton: They are a professional sports team in Philadelphia. 

20. Montreal Canadiens — 68.4 

Optimist D: Excited for a full season of Cole Caufield, even though I don’t 
really expect to see the Habs in the playoffs. Also optimistic about the 
possibility of Marc Bergevin finally getting fired. 

Pessimist Louis-Charles: Last season’s Stanley Cup run was awesome. 
Will it happen again this year? I doubt it. People seem to forget that the 
Habs barely made the playoffs in a division with no Tampa and Florida. 

21. Vancouver Canucks — 62.3 

Optimist Josh: Last big swing for Jim Benning. Hoping that it pans out 
and if it doesn’t I can’t imagine him back next season. So all ’round, 
optimism! 

Pessimist Matt: Benning pushed in all the cards hoping to save himself 
so we might be better but we aren’t good enough and all he has done is 
hurt us longterm. 

22. Toronto Maple Leafs — 62.2 

Optimist Doodlebug: Jake Muzzin, Nick Foligno and John Tavares 
injuries were ruinous. Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner get it done in 
playoffs. Rasmus Sandin comes of age. Sheldon Keefe finally has a 
shutdown line. 

Pessimist Mr. G: Hope-o-meter? More like nope-o-meter. 

Also, shoutout to the 25 people who just typed some version of “No, 
they’re the Leafs.” 

23. Detroit Red Wings — 55.5 

Optimist Ian: Like any sane person in our fanbase I’m not harboring any 
delusions about making the playoffs this season, just excited for the first 
of Stevie’s draft picks to be on the verge of cracking the lineup. 

Pessimist Art: Will be optimistic and hopeful in 2023. 

24. Washington Capitals — 55.4 

Optimist Grant: I think the Caps have a really wide range of plausible 
outcomes this year. I could see them winning the division and looking like 
a Cup favorite, but I could also see them missing the playoffs entirely. So 
it goes with a team of geezers. 

Pessimist Christ: I am from Detroit and have seen what can happen with 
an aging core. The Caps remind me a lot of the end of the Zetterberg 
era. One day I’m going to wake up and the Caps are going to be seventh 
in the division. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets — 45.4 

Optimist Sean: Not a playoff team at all, but I’m optimistic about our 
young players and the direction of the franchise. 

Pessimist JN: At least they’re *supposed* to suck this year. 

26. Pittsburgh Penguins — 25.9 

Optimist Joe M.: Pittsburgh sports fans can be the biggest spoiled babies 
about our teams.  We are privileged to watch two of the best players in 
the world round out their careers. The playoffs are chaos. Get in and 
anything can happen.  If not, at least we have NHL players back in the 
Olympics. 

Pessimist Michael: The Reaper in Bill and Ted said it best: You might be 
a king or a little street sweeper, but sooner or later you dance with the 
reaper. 

27. Anaheim Ducks — 23.9 

Optimist Scott: Realistically, I’m really only hopeful for Trevor Zegras, 
Lukáš  Dostal, Mason McTavish, and Jamie Drysdale. Most of the 
prospects drafted before 2019 I have no expectations of seeing success 
in the NHL. 
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Pessimist Luc: Simply put, I don’t trust Bob Murray to put this team in a 
position to rebuild properly and sell what assets he has. He’s already 
waited too long on most of his older players with any value. 

28. San Jose Sharks — 21.5 

Optimist Amanda: No more Martin Jones. 

Pessimist PxC: Our best player may or may not have bet against his own 
team, and there is no way he can play here, but he’s pretty much 
untradable. Oh, and everyone in the dressing room hates him.  Our two 
highest-paid blueliners are WAAAAYYYY past their primes, but are owed 
a whole lot of money for the foreseeable future, so they’re untradable too. 
I can go on, but it’s only 9 a.m. and I already want a drink. 

29. Arizona Coyotes — 20.6 

Optimist Hank: Optimistic in the long term, but fully anticipate this will be 
a 5-72-5 season. Kachinas being back and selling every asset is the right 
move. Plus tricking Vancouver to take OEL feels amazing, but this 
season will be brutal. 

Pessimist Devin: “The light has gone out of my life.” – Theodore 
Roosevelt 

30. Nashville Predators — 19.4 

Optimist Chase: A fresh young core that, despite appearances, I feel will 
put a good show on. The old guard may be waddling out the door, but 
what’s left is a transitional period of hope. 

Pessimist Granville: The team is saddled with bad contracts, two of its 
best players need new contracts, and if they get them, it’ll probably be 
more than they’re worth. It’s just all downhill. Wish they’d really blown it 
all up last year. 

31. Calgary Flames — 18.6 

Optimist Eric: Hoping some of the young guys can continue to develop 
and maybe Calgary is able to bring in a certain superstar who is on the 
block. 

Pessimist Erik: Can’t wait to finish between 7th and 12th in the West, 
draft between 9th and 17th overall, and do it all again next year! 

32. Buffalo Sabres — 15.2 

Optimist Kai: Unlike the tank battle of ‘14-‘15, when Tim Murray was 
forced to trade a couple dozen goalies because they proved capable of 
making saves, no concerns at all that a tandem of 53-year-old Craig 
Anderson and “former backup to Martin Jones” Aaron Dell will get in the 
way of the race to the bottom this season. 

Pessimist Scott: Please send help. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 Maple Leafs Notes: Forwards fight for ice as final cuts 
loom 

 

Luke Fox 

October 8, 2021, 6:06 PM 

 

GRAVENHURST, Ont. – Sheldon Keefe sounded a tad like actor Oscar 
Isaac’s jilted husband in the riveting HBO drama Scenes from a 
Marriage: He was demanding separation. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs coach is essentially set on his opening night 
goaltenders and defencemen. But carving the club’s final roster would be 

much simpler if a couple of his bubble forwards made a clean break and 
snatched the role from their peers. 

Pierre Engvall and Adam Brooks — both 25, both part of Keefe’s Calder 
Cup–winning Marlies squad — appear to be hitting a crossroads. 

Are they NHLers or AHLers? 

“I'm just looking for those guys to separate themselves, especially from 
those that are American League players that are in their situation, trying 
to find their way to the NHL. They should be on another level because of 
the experience they've had,” Keefe challenged. 

“If you are an every-day NHL player, those sort of things stand out.” 

With only one exhibition game and four days remaining before Toronto’s 
home opener, time to wow the coach — the way, say, Ondrej Kase has 
— is running out. 

A bunch of guys with big-league experience (Josh Ho-Sang, Nikita 
Gusev, Joey Anderson, Nick Robertson, et al.) were waived, cut or 
demoted prior to the team’s Muskoka getaway. 

More will follow. 

“Our depth has improved significantly,” Keefe stated. “It’s a harder team 
to make when you look at the number of players we have. 

“The competition is getting tougher.” 

Engvall, in particular, is a fascinating case because this is the first 
October he must clear waivers to join the Marlies. His size (six-foot-five, 
214 pounds), skating ability, and reasonable cap hit ($1.25 million) would 
make him a tempting pickup for an NHL bottom-feeder. 

The Swede sees himself as a two-way contributor, but he’s been 
regularly urged by the staff to get more physical, to better use his big 
frame. His camp was hindered by a minor hip injury early on, but Engvall 
scored twice and registered six shots in Monday’s win over Ottawa. 

“I got to fight for my spot,” he said. “I got to be at my best.” 

With a separation looming, Engvall is not alone. 

Rielly: Intensity of Toronto market ‘a little overblown’ 

I once ran into a former Maple Leaf (and still active NHLer) at a charity 
event, and we just talked for a few minutes. No microphones or cameras 
or logo’d backdrops. 

I mentioned that I’d always appreciated his honesty and willingness to 
speak to reporters, even when the club was losing or he had suffered a 
demotion. (Truth is, some guys duck the lights when things aren’t going 
swimmingly.) 

The player kinda scoffed and sloughed it off. 

The so-called evil Toronto media, he said, wasn’t all so bad at all. Take a 
few minutes after practice, answer some (usually) benign questions, then 
go about your day as a millionaire athlete living your dream. 

I’ve found that the media talks more about Toronto Media Pressure(!) 
than the players do. 

“That whole thing is way overstated,” he shrugged. 

Some recent comments made by Morgan Rielly, who’s been swimming in 
this fishbowl longer than any of his teammates, reminded me of that chat 
with the former Leaf. 

"My opinion of that whole thing is, it's a little bit overblown," Rielly said of 
life in the mecca. 

"I feel like we're very lucky to play in this market. We have great fans and 
in terms of people coming up to you. That's a cool thing that I've got to 
experience. 
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“That aspect to it is really something I try not to take for granted. You try 
to enjoy it. I think it's pretty cool, and I feel very lucky to be in that 
position. So, just try and enjoy it. There's definitely some weird stuff that 
happens along the way, but it's whatever." 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

The longest-tenured Leaf and Salutegate survivor learned early when to 
pipe up and when to not avoid adding fuel to the fire. Upon conclusion of 
last season, he made a point to thank the beat reporters for dealing with 
the Zoom-only work conditions and remaining professional. 

Rielly is a smart guy, a wicked deadpan and respected teammate. When 
you speak to him, however, you’re often left with the feeling that he could 
say much more if he wished. 

Publicly, Rielly plays it private — as is his right. But he’ll pipe up if 
something must be said. 

Surely the Amazon Prime cameras would’ve loved to gather footage of 
home life with Rielly and double Olympic figure skating gold medallist 
girlfriend Tessa Virtue. Yet the Leafs alternate captain and No. 1 
defenceman is barely featured in the four-hour series. 

Rielly has become an even-keel example of how to smooth the waves in 
a town with as many hockey podcasts as streetcars. 

"Nobody better, really," captain John Tavares says. "He's always been a 
guy that's been extremely levelheaded ... He does a great job of kinda 
sticking to himself. 

Tavares holds a tremendous amount of respect for the D-man and relies 
on his hand in guiding the group. 

"He's been here longer than anybody, so he has a really good sense and 
feel for things and the group and the people we have and the evolution of 
where things are today more so than I do. He has such great awareness 
of things on and off the ice,” Tavares says. 

“His leadership is undeniably big for us." 

As Rielly embarks on this critical contract year, Keefe doesn’t sense 
nerves but rather an understanding of the urgency to succeed now. 
There’s a maturity and a confidence about Rielly heading into his ninth 
tour for the Leafs that helps steady the group. 

"It's all I've ever known, so I'm happy here," Rielly says. "I love this city. 
This logo means a lot to me, and I try and enjoy work every day, that's 
all. I'm no different than anybody else in that sense." 

No preseason game for Matthews 

Auston Matthews won’t squeeze into an exhibition game this fall. 

Still building strength in wrist following August’s surgery, the Leafs’ No. 1 
centre has ditched the red no-contact sweater and participated in full 
during the club’s up-tempo Gravenhurst practices. On Friday, he hung 
around after Keefe’s whistle and began faceoff work with assistant 
Manny Malhotra — another key step in recovery. 

That said, Toronto is being careful with its most dangerous weapon. 

Consider Matthews day-to-day, and watch for more breathless 
commentary on his health leading up to Wednesday’s home opener. 

Semyonov impressing Keefe 

While the Maple Leafs appear to be slotting Kirill Semyonov on their “fifth 
line” to start the season, the 26-year-old Russian import has shown very 
well during training camp. 

And he could well get a callup at some point. 

Semyonov’s game, Keefe says, looks even better when he watches it 
back on video. The Gagarin Cup (KHL) champion makes subtle, 
instinctual plays that don’t always grab the eye in real time, but when you 

break down the reel, his positioning and choices lead to scoring chances 
or prevent them for the bad guys. 

“(That) shows a high level of intelligence for me,” Keefe praises. “He 
makes very few mistakes from a structure standpoint.” 

Keefe is especially impressed by how little the language barrier and 
smaller ice have hindered Semyonov’s first full foray into North American 
hockey. 

Semyonov, his wife and two young children arrived in Toronto early in the 
summer and began working out at Ford Performance Centre with the 
local Leafs. 

Not unlike Alexander Barabanov and Ilya Mikheyev before him, he is an 
experienced, cap-friendly forward ready to chase his lifelong NHL dream 
in earnest. 

“Kirill is a very smart, two-way centre. He would be a great addition. 
Plays very responsibly (and) hard,” Semyonov’s agent, Dan Milstein, 
says. 

“It's been a dream to play in the National Hockey League, and he feels 
it’s the best time to make a switch right now.” 

The undrafted Semyonov scored 10 goals and 26 points in 60 games 
with hometown club Avangard Omsk in 2020-21, his eighth KHL season. 
The 2019 KHL all-star chipped in another nine playoff points during 
Avangard’s run to its first Gagarin Cup championship. 

He has been on the Maple Leafs’ radar for the past three seasons, as 
GM Kyle Dubas and Toronto’s chief European scout-slash-recruiter, Jim 
Paliafito, had been keeping in communication with Milstein. 

“There were quite a few other teams interested,” Milstein said. “Over the 
past two years, a lot. A lot.” 

Semyonov wanted to play out his contract with Omsk and take time to 
consider his next move. 

“His game will translate well in North America,” Milstein said. “Over the 
last three seasons Bob Hartley has been his head coach, so he’s used to 
North American head coaches as well.” 

A contract, of course, doesn’t guarantee ice time. 

There was significant buzz when KHL imports Lehtonen, 27, and 
Barabanov, 26, arrived in Toronto at the outset of 2020-21. Both 
struggled to carve roles in Keefe’s competitive lineup. They ended up on 
non-playoff teams once it became apparent they were on the wrong side 
of the roster bubble. 

Dubas worked with their representatives to facilitate trades that would 
keep their North American chances afloat. 

Semyonov is doing everything in his power to stick. 

“I’ve been really encouraged from what we’ve seen out of him,” Keefe 
says. 

One-Timers 

Prospect Kristians Rubins, a 23-year-old defenceman, was one of three 
players named to Latvia’s Olympic team. Incredible story. The undrafted 
Rubins was given an ECHL contract from the organization in 2018 and 
has worked his way up to a main player on the Marlies. The organization 
is pleased with his progress. “Great recognition for him,” Keefe said. “I 
thought he’s worked hard.” ... William Nylander stayed back in Toronto 
during the team’s Muskoka mission but will be in the lineup Saturday 
versus Ottawa ... Jack Campbell will start that preseason finale and 
should get the full 60 minutes ... Quote of the Day comes from Mitch 
Marner, taking note of the sharp outfits European NHLers wear to the 
golf course: “How they dress the part, it looks like they’re going out there 
to shoot 60.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.09.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Notes: Coach Sutter feels depth will be pivotal 

 

Eric Francis 

October 9, 2021, 1:39 AM 

 

Mere minutes after his club wrapped up the preseason, Calgary Flames 
coach Darryl Sutter wasted no time getting into regular-season mode. 

That is to say, he started sniping at the media. 

“I want to make this really clear,” said the Jolly Rancher when asked a 
softball question about the roster decisions that lie ahead. 

“I’ve heard it all, from July on, about, ‘there’s no spots’ or all this thing 
about how, ‘other people picked the team.’ Really clearly, there are still 
about 30 guys here, and while they might not be on the opening night 
roster or the 23-man roster, everybody here is going to play with the 
Flames. Anybody who thinks that there’s only 12 forwards or only six 
defencemen or there’s only one goalie, quite honestly they’re full of s---.” 

He continued, much to the amusement of the handful of scribes in 
attendance on Friday. 

“That’s just an opinion and not a fact. It’s not even thought out very well 
when you say that. There are still 15, 16 forwards, nine defencemen and 
three goalies. For us to be a playoff team there’s not enough of a gap 
between those guys ... we’ll need 'em all. That’s for sure.” 

So, Darryl, will you consider keeping eight defencemen to start the year? 

“I really don’t know until we get through some of these injuries -- we’re 
still a week away (from next Saturday's season opener.)” 

Brad Richardson left the game after the first period, begging a question 
about his status. 

“I was informed the other night Johnny Gaudreau was hurt, so that wasn’t 
true either,” said Sutter, on a roll. 

“Maybe Brad was sick tonight.” 

Sutter has always felt sick about the notion of anyone else having a 
published opinion on his team. 

So, let’s examine what the moves ahead might look like. 

In terms of camp battles, it’s clear Dan Vladar acquitted himself well 
enough to secure his status as Jacob Markstrom’s backup. 

The coach said as much. 

Connor Mackey doesn’t require waivers to be sent down, so he will be, 
as will Johannes Kinnvall once he’s healthy. 

That leaves eight defencemen, which is how the Flames may open the 
season. 

Oliver Kylington has almost certainly played his way onto the team, 
joining Chris Tanev, Rasmus Andersson, Noah Hanifin, Nikita Zadorov 
and Erik Gudbranson. 

The team wouldn’t dare expose Juuso Valimaki on waivers for the 
purposes of a demotion, leaving his partner, the ever-steady Michael 
Stone, as the most likely one to be sent down, if anyone. 

GM Brad Treliving likes saving every cap dollar he can, so keeping eight 
defenders on the roster for an extended length of time is likely not his 
intention. 

Up front, the opening night absence of Tyler Pitlick (lower-body injury) 
and Blake Coleman (suspension) opens the door for Brett Ritchie and 
camp revelations Glenn Gawdin and Walker Duehr to stick around for at 
least the first game. 

Sutter is right, in that players like Justin Kirkland, Mackey, Stone and 
goalie Adam Werner will undoubtedly see time with the team this season. 

With a condensed schedule in COVID times, you can bet on it. 

A player starting the season in Calgary or Stockton isn’t necessarily 
representative of where they stand on the organization’s depth charts. 

We get it. 

But, boy, was it interesting to see how riled up the process got Sutter 
Friday, after a 3-1 win nonetheless. 

All eyes are on Andersson this season to see if he can successfully run 
the power play from the blue line. 

The 24-year-old Swede started last season as the lone defenceman on 
the first power play unit but eventually gave way to Mark Giordano after 
Sutter arrived. 

In Friday’s win over Winnipeg, Andersson had three assists, including 
helpers on both power-play goals. He also rang a shot off the post and 
led all Flames in power-play time. 

Fully engaged and extremely effective, he was the game’s obvious first 
star. 

MONAHAN STEPS UP 

Limited in pre-season play out of an abundance of caution following hip 
surgery last spring, Sean Monahan was front and centre Friday as the 
Flames’ top-line centre. 

It’s a gig he held for years, until Elias Lindholm was anointed the club’s 
top middleman last season. 

With top-liners Matthew Tkachuk and Blake Coleman out of the lineup 
Friday, Lindholm shifted to Monahan’s wing, opposite Gaudreau for a 
reunion of sorts. 

Monahan tapped in a nifty pass from Lindholm with the man advantage, 
putting on display the type of goal the veteran has made a living scoring -
- from the front of the net. 

Monahan said he’s felt good throughout summer rehab and is thrilled to 
be healthy enough to have a chance at returning to the perennial 25-30-
goal mark he’s become accustomed to. 

Proving he’s rounding back into form, Monahan spent some time killing 
penalties Friday -– something he rarely did until Sutter arrived. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

SUSPENSION REACTION 

Sutter gave the team’s first public reaction to Coleman’s two-game 
boarding suspension, which kept the free agent signing out of Friday’s 
final exhibition game, and will cost him a spot in the season opener. 

“I’m glad it’s not the regular season because he’d miss two games,” said 
Sutter. 

“I’m not in agreement or disagreement, because that doesn’t matter. 
Blake just wasn’t quite game sharp. Normally that’s just a seal play. If the 
player that he made contact with (Winnipeg's Jansen Harkins on 
Wednesday) would have been on his feet. there would have been 
nothing. Blake is like a second off on his game. 
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“That’s the way I look at it. It wasn’t intentional, it wasn’t accidental. It 
was timing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Acceptance of Carey Price's decision a positive step for 
hockey 

 

Justin Bourne 

October 8, 2021, 2:08 PM 

 

In preparation for the soft launch of our new radio endeavour, I picked up 
Nick Kypreos’s new book “Undrafted” to get some more background on 
the guy I was about to spend my every day with. Real Kyper and Bourne 
is going to be a blast to do, though it had to kick off this week from our 
respective homes. The good news is we’ll be in studio in time for the start 
of the Leafs season, and our focus will be just that: How does this 
(everything) affect the Leafs? The book was great, and part way through, 
I came across a very familiar story that feels relevant today. 

Kyper was on a positive offensive run during one of his most effective 
seasons, but after picking a fight with Ken Baumgartner he felt a sharp 
pain in his abdomen. He didn’t want his “overprotective trainer” to add 
him to the list of guys on the shelf with ab and groin injuries, so he kept 
his mouth shut. He was constantly jockeying for his role in the lineup and 
ice time and couldn’t bear the thought of handing off that opportunity to 
someone else. You know how this sort of thing goes: within weeks he 
was shut down for the remainder of the season with a major tear in his 
abdomen, resigned to the press box to watch other players take 
advantage of what had been his minutes. 

What’s relatable is not mentioning an injury to not give up your roster 
spot and ice time, only to do something much worse, and cost yourself 
much more severely. It’s not just costing yourself either -- if your team 
prefers you in the lineup over other players, missing a bigger chunk of 
time hurts the squad too. It’s not only that I’ve done it, it’s that you’d be 
hard-pressed to find anyone with half a hockey career who couldn’t tell a 
similar tale. 

Which brings me to Carey Price, and the idea of getting help when you 
need help before you’re beyond help. It’s all related, and tied to the idea 
that sometimes not showing up is showing up when you zoom out. 

I don’t claim to know the specifics of Price’s situation, nor do I have 
interest in speculating about why he’s in the NHL’s player assistance 
program. But I do know that I’m both sorry that he and his family have to 
go through whatever it is and happy they’re taking care of an issue that 
surely didn’t just show up over the past week. 

I’ve been close to some struggle in my life, and one thing I’ve learned is 
that when someone needs help, their issue must become their number 
one priority, no matter what else they feel responsible for -- kids, 
teammates, spouses, their career, whatever. For alcoholics, they’re told 
to write down their priorities by importance, including family, finances, 
sobriety, employment, safety and on and on. After it’s done, it’s explained 
they must be willing to lose everything they prioritized above sobriety. 
Without it, everything else is gone. 

That’s just one issue (and again, unrelated to the specifics of Price's), but 
it’s the same for substance abuse, mental health and a host of other off-
ice complications. If you can’t take care of one thing that’s pulling you 
down, you can’t properly give yourself to the other things and the whole 
thing is going to fall apart. Like an ab tear for a hockey player, you have 
to be willing to face what feels like small signs of a problem before it 
becomes a major tear. 

This concept -- addressing and fixing small issues so you can show up 
for your friends and family and teammates -- used to garner the opposite 
of respect in the hockey community. Players are supposed to be tough, 
right? Hell, men in general aren’t supposed to show weakness in our 
culture. Twenty years ago and beyond it was even worse. But there 
seems to be a growing acceptance that not only is taking care of oneself 
a benefit to the person involved, it allows them to get better and to show 
up at their best in the big picture. In that Kypreos example, maybe he 
only has to miss a few games to rest that ab muscle, which keeps him in 
the lineup for his teammates down the stretch. Sorting out non-physical 
ailments is no different. 

The Canadiens haven’t been perfect in terms of putting hockey aside and 
focusing on people, which was in focus after their 2021 draft selection. 
But to their credit, they did support their own in Jonathan Drouin -- a 
player who was struggling with anxiety and insomnia -- and they’ve 
welcomed him back for a fresh start this season. I’m hopeful both parties 
reap the rewards from allowing the player to step away. 

The Habs are a great example of a team navigating -- at times 
imperfectly -- what’s been a changing path from the “win at all costs” 
mentality that defined the earlier eras of NHL hockey. You just can’t burn 
through actual human beings on your way to success anymore and claim 
it was worth it. I can’t fathom a team a couple of decades ago accepting 
one of their top players sitting out as they went on a Stanley Cup run with 
full support, which bodes well for the direction in which league-wide 
understanding has moved. 

That course is only going to become clearer as the years go by because 
teams stand to benefit. Helping people with themselves will help teams 
get the best out of them, whether the ailment is physical or mental. This 
environment should create fewer “whatever happened to that guy, he 
was so promising” stories. In the hours since the news broke, the 
Canadiens management and players -- and players league-wide -- have 
shown nothing but support for Carey Price in finding the best version of 
himself. I haven’t heard a soul -- in public or private -- say “The guy is 
making a lot of money, he should put his head down and grind it out.” 
We’re making progress. 

The reality in competitive sports is that players are always going to push 
through roadblocks in hopes of issues working themselves out. That’s 
OK, too. Working past discomfort is part of what helps elite-level athletes 
achieve that status. It’s just important to know that these days, they have 
options. Pushing through isn’t mandatory. That when there are issues 
holding them back, nagging issues that could be harmful to let linger, that 
it’s acceptable to ask for help, step back and re-engage when they’re 
ready. 

We’ve seen too many former players suffer and regret decisions they 
made when they played. If hockey culture shows it will be there for them 
now, it will help them and everyone around them find a much more 
fulfilling life later. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jack Eichel's new agent Pat Brisson updates latest on 
Sabres star 

 

Mike Johnston 

October 7, 2021, 4:08 PM 

 

Jack Eichel and the Buffalo Sabres remain at an impasse as the NHL 
regular season approaches. 

The star’s new agent, Pat Brisson of CAA, updated the latest with his 
client during a Thursday appearance on The Jeff Marek Show. 
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“It’s an interesting case, it’s a very complicated case,” Brisson said. 

Eichel has been out with a herniated disk since March and prefers 
artificial disk replacement (ADR) surgery as a solution, however the team 
has not approved this type of procedure that has never been performed 
on a hockey player at the NHL level. Fusion surgery is a more common 
procedure for herniated discs. 

Based on the current Collective Bargaining Agreement, the team has 
final say on what type of surgery can be approved. 

Brisson confirmed there are teams in the league willing to allow Eichel to 
go through with ADR, which will hopefully help facilitate a trade. 

The 24-year-old centre requested a trade earlier in the off-season, 
however his health status has complicated negotiations. 

Eichel has five years and a $10-million AAV remaining on his contract, 
which is equipped with a no-trade clause that kicks in next summer. 

“I'm worried about doing what's right for the Buffalo Sabres,” the team’s 
GM Kevyn Adams told reporters last month ahead of training camp. 
“That's why I take the emotion out of it, look at what's best for us moving 
forward, and if there's something that makes sense, we'll do it.” 

Brisson added Eichel’s representation has been in close dialogue with 
Sabres management and ownership during this process and stressed the 
importance of doing what’s best for Eichel’s well-being. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews looking ‘great’ in practice, but will miss pre-season 
finale 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Gravenhurst Centennial Centre on Friday. 

Auston Matthews will not play in Saturday's pre-season finale against the 
Ottawa Senators. The centre is still strengthening his left wrist following 
off-season surgery.  

"Just allowing things to really strengthen to the point where he can go 
and play against an unfriendly opponent," explained coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "He's competing very hard in our practices and guys are going 
hard against him, but it's not the same, of course. The other part of it is, a 
lot of our guys have been at this for a few weeks now and so have the 
opponents so we [want to] give him a little more time to get up to speed. 
So, he's not going to play tomorrow and it will sort of be day-to-day, I 
guess, from there."  

The Leafs open the regular season on Wednesday against the Montreal 
Canadiens and then play Thursday in Ottawa. 

Teammates don't seem too concerned about the status of the Hart 
Trophy runner-up.  

"He looks pretty good to me," Jason Spezza said with a laugh. "I don't 
know, you guys see the same practices, I think he'll be all right at some 
point." 

Matthews has been a full participant in the last four practices.  

"He looks great out there," said linemate Mitch Marner. "His skating's 
great. His stick-handling and finding spots in the middle of the ice has 
always been great. It's just nice to get out there with him and get the 
chemistry going again especially with [Nick] Ritchie on the line. We've 
done well in these practices." 

Matthews even stayed out late after Friday's workout to take some 
faceoffs, which is something we had not seen previously.  

Leafs Ice chips: Matthews will miss pre-season finale 

Auston Matthews was skating on his regular line at Maple Leafs practice 
in Gravenhurst on Friday. Matthews continues to work his way back from 
offseason wrist surgery, but he will not be in the lineup against the 
Senators in Toronto's preseason finale. Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs wrapped up their team-bonding trip on Friday. The three-day 
trek to cottage country allowed some of the new Leafs to get better 
acquainted with their new teammates. On Thursday, the group took a 
boat trip on Lake Muskoka.  

"It was pretty funny," Marner said. "We had a couple people who knew 
we were out there coming around us with their boats and doing 
doughnuts and stuff and skiing so it was pretty good electricity out there 
just watching people do stuff." 

On Wednesday, the players split into foursomes to play a round of golf.  

"I spent the day with Nick Ritchie in the cart," said Spezza, who played 
with Ritchie's brother Brett in Dallas. "He's a great guy and we had lots of 
laughs. He's a heck of a golfer and it was fun just riding around. He likes 
to talk shop a little bit. It was good. We talked a lot of hockey. He 
watches lots of games and he's a hockey guy."  

Being a student of the game should help the Orangeville, Ont., native 
make a smooth transition to the Leafs lineup. With Matthews out on 
Saturday, Toronto's new top line won't make its game debut together 
until the regular season.  

Matthews likes what he sees so far from Ritchie, who scored a career-
high 15 goals in 56 games with the Boston Bruins last season.  

"He's a really big boy [6-foot-2, 230 pounds] but he can make plays," 
Matthews observed earlier this week. "It's really impressive, like, 
forehand, backhand, with guys on him. He's such a big body that it's hard 
to take the puck away from and he's got good vision. You see the play he 
made to Mitchy the other night in that Blue-White scrimmage and even 
throughout the pre-season and in practice you see it quite a bit. He's an 
easy guy to play with, easy give and goes, and you know he's going to be 
at the net and he's going to try and get open." 

Ritchie and Marner linked up for a nice goal in Tuesday's pre-season 
game.  

"Mitch is a special player," Keefe noted, "so he develops chemistry quite 
quickly on his own. He finds ways to adapt his game and find people. He 
has a pretty strong confidence Nick is going to live around the net and he 
did on that first goal to get us going there." 

"They're both good players so it was bound to happen eventually," said 
defenceman Morgan Rielly, "but [the chemistry] seems to have been a bit 
quicker than expected." 

"Things are rolling right now," Ritchie agreed. 

Ritchie, Marner click 'a bit quicker than expected' on Leafs top line 

Nick Ritchie and Mitch Marner have connected for a goal in two straight 
games as the chemistry between the pair continues to grow. "Mitch is a 
special player so he develops chemistry quite quickly on his own," noted 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "He finds ways to adapt his game and find people. 
He has a pretty strong confidence Nick is going to live around the net." 

While Spezza and Ritchie were chatting in one golf cart on Wednesday, 
Marner was getting to know goalie Petr Mrazek in another. 

"He's a pretty funny dude," Marner said. "He's constantly joking and 
laughing." 

What stood out about the 29-year-old Czech native?  
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"I don't know what it is with these Euro guys, but they all love golf and 
they all look like they're great golfers," Marner said with a grin. "How they 
dress the part, it looks like they're going out there to shoot 60." 

Mrazek is also making a fashion statement on the rink these days with a 
new chrome mask, which features former Leaf goalie Jiri Crha, who 
played 69 games for the franchise from 1979 to 1981. 

"I just talked to Jiri, he called me this morning on the way to practice," 
Mrazek revealed. "He found out about the mask. I had a good chat with 
him. He was really excited about that and he lives in Florida right now so 
when we play Florida we will meet."  

Marner impressed by Mrazek's golf attire, sense of humour 

The Maple Leafs made the most of their training camp trip to 
Gravenhurst, not just on the ice but off of it as well. As veteran Jason 
Spezza noted, a golf outing with the team turned more competitive than 
they planned, but the players had a ton of fun competing together before 
the real action starts on Wednesday. 

The Leafs will open the season in front of a full house at Scotiabank 
Arena. The Ontario government announced on Friday that capacity limits 
will be lifted in some settings where proof of vaccination is required, 
including spectator areas of facilities for sports.  

"Throughout the process of re-opening our venues to fans, which 
included working closely with the Province over many months, health and 
safety has been our shared top priority and we are overjoyed to see this 
day arrive when we are able to welcome a full venue to cheer on the 
Maple Leafs and Raptors," said Michael Friisdahl, president and CEO of 
Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment, in a statement. "We are grateful to 
all levels of government for their partnership in this process and we 
recognize there will continue to be much work to do together to ensure 
the safest environment possible for every event attendee and our 
community. Today, though, is an exciting day for our teams, our fans and 
our community and we look forward to a safe and enjoyable season." 

Capacity had previously been capped at 50 per cent. The Leafs played in 
front of 10,000 fans in each of their two pre-season games this year.  

Marner on having fans at the SBA: 'It's great seeing all the young kids 
back on the glass' 

After a game that saw him pick up a pair of assists, including a gorgeous 
feed to current linemate Nick Ritchie, Mitch Marner spoke with Mark 
Masters about having fans back in the arena, what he likes about 
Ritchie's game, and the team's upcoming bonding trip to Gravenhurst, 
ON. 

William Nylander missed the team-bonding trip, because he's not yet fully 
vaccinated, but he will play on Saturday night.  

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Spezza  

Engvall - Kampf - Simmonds  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Kase 

Brooks, Semyonov, Amadio, Gabriel 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren 

Dermott - Biega  

Campbell  

Mrazek 

Absent: Nylander 

Power-play units at Friday's practice:  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Amadio, Matthews  

Middle: Marner  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Kase, Spezza  

Middle: Bunting  

Net front: Ritchie 
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TSN.CA / Mrazek ready to share goaltending load with Campbell 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

Gravenhurst, Ont. — Petr Mrazek isn’t exactly a professional golfer. But 
he sure can dress the part. 

That’s just one nugget Mrazek revealed to his new Maple Leafs 
teammates during their two-day pilgrimage north of Toronto for a little 
pre-season team bonding. Several off-ice activities were planned - 
including a boat ride around Lake Muskoka - to help fresh faces like 
Mrazek get acquainted.  

His style on the links was definitely an ice-breaker.  

“These [European players], they all love golf, and they're all huge [into] 
looking like they're great golfers,” said Mitch Marner, who was grouped 
with Mrazek - a native of the Czech Republic - Jack Campbell and 
Timothy Liljegren in a foursome. “They’re not bad [golfers]; they're pretty 
good. But how they dress the part, it looks like they're going out there to 
shoot 60. They're always dressed really nice.” 

Mrazek joked he had to go all out with wardrobe, to distract from the 
harsh reality of, “I look better than I play.” That sense of humour and 
comfort Mrazek’s been building with the Leafs was only strengthened by 
the time away, when he could really get deep into conversations.  

“He’s a very outgoing guy, very confident guy,” said Jason Spezza. “He 
seemed to really fit into the group quickly. I think he likes to have a good 
time and have some laughs but also gets really serious on the ice and is 
very competitive so he's been a great addition so far.” 

Fortunately for Mrazek, it’s his athleticism in the crease - and not on the 
golf course - that Toronto's really interested in.  

The Leafs signed Mrazek to a three-year, $11.4 million free agent 
contract on July 28, on the same day goaltender Frederik Andersen left 
as a free agent to sign in Carolina.  

Andersen had been the clear No. 1 goalie in Toronto until last season, 
when his injury-plagued campaign allowed Jack Campbell to step in and 
take over. And did he ever - Campbell not only produced an NHL-record 
11 straight wins to start the year, he also had career-best 2.15 goals-
against average.  

Now, Mrazek is part of goalie tandem with Campbell. The goal is to have 
them form a 1A-1B alliance, as opposed to one of them carrying a heavy 
load. And that’s just fine with Mrazek. He’s been part of a duo for most of 
his career, playing around 40 games per season from 2017-20 with the 
Detroit Red Wings, Philadelphia Flyers and Hurricanes.  
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Mrazek’s numbers the last three years in Carolina were solid, at a 50-32-
8 record with .911 save percentage and 2.48 goals-against average.  

“We've got two very capable guys,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “Of 
course, Jack did terrific work for us last season, and we're very confident 
in him, and we were able to add to that department with Petr. We just 
think those guys are going to play off each other very well throughout the 
season.” 

It’s already apparent how much Mrazek and Campbell enjoy one another. 

"We've become friends,” Mrazek said. “We’re looking to push each other 
to be better on the ice, and off the ice, and have fun together. Especially 
mentally I would say, I think every goalie is different, they play a different 
game but the most important stuff I think is to be mentally ready, to be 
mentally fresh and enjoy the time here.” 

During the golf excursion, Marner got a front-row seat to the budding 
bromance. So he can understand now why the two goalie complemented 
each other so well from the start.  

“Him and [Campbell] were a riot out there on the course,” Marner said. “It 
was a lot of fun to be around. They're constantly joking and laughing [with 
each other], so it's great when you have two guys like that and especially 
in net because it's not an easy job in practices so it's great going up 
against high-energy guys constantly.” 

The concept of a consistent goalie tandem is relatively new, going 
against the ingrained philosophy of one primary starter and a back-up 
waiting in the wings. Spezza remembers entering the NHL nearly two 
decades ago and always seeing the same face in net for a specific team, 
but sharing the workload between Mrazek and Campbell will ideally give 
Toronto the best chance of success. 

“They work together, they talk,” said Spezza. “They encourage the other 
guy when he's playing. With 82 games and how fast the season 
happens, you need two goalies and you need them to work well together. 
Knowing Soupy's personality, he's a guy that gets along with all his 
goalie partners and Pete I've heard great things about so it'll be seamless 
for those guys.” 

Mrazek has a simple philosophy for making that smooth transition 
happen, honed from years of experience lifting other goalies up. 

“The key is to support each other, because there's always going to be 
ups and downs and the season is so long,” Mrazek said. “You're trying to 
show up every day and push each other and you're trying to show [one 
another] that you can do it, so it's just like more mentally to help each 
other. If someone has a bad day, you just give him a little boost and 
[share a] positive attitude.” 
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USA TODAY / NHL point projections: How we see the 2021-22 season 
unfolding 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The NHL will return to a sense of normalcy in 2021-22 after two seasons 
of coronavirus disruptions. 

Once again, there will be an 82-game schedule. The old division 
alignments are back, with the exception of the Arizona Coyotes shifting to 
the Central to accommodate the expansion Seattle Kraken. 

But there are also plenty of changes. 

The salary cap finally caught up with the two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning. Goalies were redistributed around the league, 
including Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury and finalist Philipp 
Grubauer. The Kraken will have a tough act to follow after the first-year 
success of the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Projected point totals for the 32 NHL teams: 

Metropolitan Division 

The Islanders have reached the third round two years in a row. They’ll 
carry that success into the regular season, especially if they can get 
some more goals.  … The Hurricanes have had a major turnover in goal 
and on defense, but coach of the year Rod Brind’Amour can make it 
mesh. … The Capitals' core is getting older, but is still productive. The 
key question is how long Nicklas Backstrom will be out and how well they 
handle his absence. ... The Penguins are also dealing with major season-
opening injuries in Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, but if any coach 
can overcome that, it's Mike Sullivan. ... Flyers general manager Chuck 
Fletcher beefed up the defense, but Philadelphia will need the 2019-20 
Carter Hart, not last season's version. ... The Rangers are bigger and 
tougher and Gerard Gallant will coach them well. But youngsters Kaapo 
Kakko and Alexis Lafrenière must take a step forward in their 
development. ... The Devils made solid acquisitions in Dougie Hamilton 
and Jonathan Bernier, but they'll need another season or two to become 
a playoff team. ... The Blue Jackets moved on from coach John Tortorella 
with longtime assistant Brad Larsen, but they should remain a last-place 
team. 

Atlantic Division 

The addition of Sam Reinhart and the return of injured defenseman 
Aaron Ekblad will help carry the Panthers to a division title. …. The 
Lightning lost a lot of their depth because of salary cap woes. Their entire 
third line is playing elsewhere this season. … Maple Leafs center Auston 
Matthews led the league in goals with a bad wrist, and now it's surgically 
repaired. ... If the Bruins can figure out a No. 2 center to replace David 
Krejci, they’ll be among the top teams again. ... The Canadiens surprised 
everyone in the playoffs after being the last team to clinch. They'll have 
trouble getting back to the playoffs with captain Shea Weber out and 
Carey Price unavailable early. ... The Senators showed improvement late 
last season, but they're not quite there yet. ... The Red Wings' patient 
rebuild continues. Losing Jakub Vrana for four months to a shoulder 
injury is a big setback. ... The Sabres were a mess even before their rift 
with Jack Eichel. 

Central Division 

The Avalanche took the important step of keeping captain Gabriel 
Landeskog but lost Grubauer. Darcy Kuemper was solid last season and 
should be a good replacement. ... Kirill Kaprizov has exciting skill and a 
big-money contract to go with it. The Wild are a team on the rise. ... The 
Jets shored up their defense by adding Brenden Dillon and Nate 
Schmidt. Goalie Connor Hellebuyck will challenge again for the Vezina 
Trophy. ... The Stars never got on track last season because of a 
COVID-19 outbreak, an ice storm and injuries. They should get back to 
being a playoff team. ... The Blackhawks aggressively added Fleury and 
Seth Jones in the offseason, but the key is getting captain Jonathan 
Toews back from a season-long ailment. ... The Blues have the talent to 
make the playoffs again, but other teams have improved. A lot depends 
on how Vladimir Tarasenko's trade request plays out. ... The Predators 
did a minor rebuild by moving Viktor Arvidsson and Ryan Ellis. Goalie 
Juuse Saros will keep the team competitive. ... The Coyotes weren't done 
any favors when they were moved to the tougher Central Division.  

Pacific Division 

The Golden Knights should dominate the division despite their trade of 
Fleury. Robin Lehner can handle the load as the undisputed No. 1 goalie. 
... Oilers star Connor McDavid averaged 1.88 points a game last season 
playing against Canadian teams. Can he do that against the rest of the 
league? Not quite, but he could approach 140 points. ... The third spot in 
the division is up for grabs. Why not the Kraken? They're strong on 
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defense and in net. The only question is their scoring depth. ... Phillip 
Danault was a good pickup for the Kings, whose aging core can still 
produce. ... The Canucks added depth after last season's 
disappointment. More important for them is Elias Pettersson is signed 
and healthy. ... The Flames also disappointed. A full season of coach 
Darryl Sutter will help their structure, but this team could be looking at a 
shakeup. ... The Sharks' offseason was dominated by league 
investigations into Evander Kane. This season will be dominated by 
speculation about whether pending free agent Tomas Hertl will be traded. 
... Captain Ryan Getzlaf will become the Ducks' all-time leading scorer. 
Other than that, there won't be much to see this season.   
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