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A generation of Carolina Hurricanes fans who’ve only known hockey is coming of age 

By Luke DeCock 

Akul Gupta used to play basketball and football and soccer 
with the other kids on his Raleigh cul de sac, but when he’d 
look out the window and see them playing hockey he didn’t 
know what to think. This was new to him. 

He ended up playing for the Junior Hurricanes for 13 years. 
His younger sister played hockey. His parents, immigrants 
from India, became huge Carolina Hurricanes fans. Hockey 
became part of his life. 

Gupta, who graduated from UNC in 2018, is now 25 and a 
manager on the data analytics team at Lowe’s. During the 
pandemic, he started working remotely from Raleigh, which 
allowed him to attend games last spring. He grew up going to 
games with his parents, trying out the moves he saw the next 
day on the ice at practice. Now he’s a fully fledged hockey 
consumer in his own right. 

“Now, after college, living independently, being employed, I 
can buy tickets on my own and go to games when I want,” 
Gupta said. “Having that ability, to have that freedom, that’s a 
big factor to feel more engaged with the Hurricanes compared 
to when I was a kid.” 

This is not about kids in the Triangle playing hockey. There 
were 2,500 boys and girls registered with USA Hockey in 
2019, before the pandemic, a number that continues to grow 
as new rinks are built. The number of college players from 
here continues to increase. There have been NHL draft picks 
who grew up here — and not all the children of NHL players 
— and there will be more. 

There will, someday, be an NHL star who took his first strides 
on ice in this area code.  

All of that is increasingly old news. 

This is about what happens to those kids when they’re done 
playing hockey, when they become gainfully employed, when 
they have families of their own, when youth hockey players 
become adult hockey consumers. 

“It’s the same building I grew up with, the third iteration of its 
name but still the same place I would go with my family,” said 
Ford Hatchett, who grew up playing hockey in Raleigh and is 
now a television reporter in Winston-Salem. “I have so many 
memories there, even as the generations have changed. The 
players, coaching staff, broadcasters — everything has 
changed. But it’s still the same team, the same home. It feels 
like home. It makes me feel a little old.” 

Hatchett is 24.  

This generation of young Hurricanes fans never grew up 
without a hockey team here. They played the sport as kids, or 
had friends who did. Their formative sports experience as 
children was not an NCAA basketball title but the Hurricanes’ 
unexpected playoff run in 2002, or the Stanley Cup in 2006.  

And they’re the future of the Hurricanes. 

NEW GROUP OF CANES FANS 

There have always been three basic groups of Hurricanes 
fans. The most devout, but smallest, were the people who 
were already hockey fans when the team moved here, the 
ones whose kids had to fight for opportunities to play the sport, 
who remember the Raleigh IceCaps, who commuted to 
Greensboro.  

Then there were the transplants, people from elsewhere who 
grew up with the game and welcomed the Hurricanes’ arrival. 
That group continues to swell every day, with every new 
subdivision in Wake and Johnston and Durham counties, with 
every moving truck from Ohio and New York. 

And there were the native converts, North Carolinians who 
knew nothing about hockey but found themselves captivated 
by the sport when the Hurricanes arrived — a group that most 
prominently includes Gov. Roy Cooper, but many, many 
others. The team has been here long enough now that anyone 
who might have been in that group long ago chose a side.  

Twenty-five years in, there’s a new, fourth group: The children 
of 2006, the generation of Triangle kids who have never 
known anything else. It’s organic growth, limitless in its 
potential. And as that group comes of age, with jobs and 
disposable incomes and, someday, families of their own, their 
fandom will be the primary engine driving the Hurricanes far 
into the future.  

One of them might even end up playing for the Hurricanes 
someday. 

“I grew up skating during intermissions, buying $10 tickets up 
in the nosebleeds,” said Tyler Weiss, a 21-year-old Raleigh 
native and fourth-round draft pick of the Colorado Avalanche 
in 2018. “I’ve always been a Canes fan.”  

Other than his talent, Weiss’ experience was typical of his 
peers. For previous generations of Triangle kids, their 
formative sports experience was often an NCAA basketball 
title. The Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup in 2006 came amid a 
relative drought in that department; North Carolina’s 
championship in 2005 was the only one between 2001 and 
2009. The Hurricanes, with their unexpected romp through the 
playoffs in 2002 and their Stanley Cup championship in 2006, 
emerged to fill the void. 

For kids of a certain age growing up here, that became the 
primary sports imprint on their developing minds. Especially 
for someone like Weiss, who grew up in a family of N.C. State 
fans. He was 6 when the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup.  

“My dad went to N.C. State, which hasn’t really won anything 
in basketball for a long time. Same with football,” Weiss said. 
“I’ve always been an N.C. State fan, but I remember the 
Canes winning in ‘06 and the town going nuts. That always 
stuck in my mind, the fans and stuff. I remember we drove by 
the arena one time, just to drive by the arena, with all the 
people out there.” 
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Gupta was visiting family in India and watched the playoff 
games on television early in the morning. Even as an 8-year-
old, Hatchett could see the perception of hockey in the 
Triangle start to change. It has been a slow process — even 
in high school, there weren’t a lot of other kids disappearing 
on the weekends to play in hockey tournaments, although 
there certainly are now — but he could see it happen. 

“The turning point was after that Cup run, when kids even just 
a few years younger than we were then started getting into 
hockey,” Hatchett said. “Really getting into hockey. That (born 
in 1999) generation was when it really started to explode.” 

YOUTH IS BEING SERVED  

The Hurricanes’ involvement in youth hockey was slow in 
coming, but the Junior Hurricanes branding is now ubiquitous. 
It didn’t hurt that many of the stars from those breakthrough 
Hurricanes teams embedded deeply in the hockey 
community, as well.  

Rod Brind’Amour coached a youth team while he was a 
Hurricanes assistant coach. Ron Francis, a Hockey Hall of 
Famer, coached a house league — recreational — team. Erik 
Cole and Aaron Ward are still coaching, and their teams 
played for national championships last season. Many other 
former Hurricanes (and IceCaps) continue to coach. Jesse 
Boulerice is on the Raleigh Youth Hockey Association board 
of directors. 

The Triangle’s youth hockey scene now generates college 
players on a regular basis. One of them, Josh Wilkens, played 
for the Nashville Predators in a preseason game at PNC. 
Weiss, a senior at Nebraska-Omaha, remains the highest-
drafted Raleigh player, but that won’t last forever.  

“The hockey market, we’re still obviously trying to build and 
build and build, but it’s impressive where we’ve come,” said 
Hurricanes head coach Brind’Amour, whose son Skyler was 
drafted by the Edmonton Oilers and plays college hockey at 
Quinnipiac. “Now, obviously we’ve got to keep going. It’s way 
bigger than it was when we started, and it’s growing rapidly.” 

It has also become self-perpetuating. Pat Bush has officiated 
youth hockey games in the Triangle for more than 30 years, 
long before the Hurricanes were a figment of anyone’s 
imagination, back when there were two sheets of ice (there 

are now nine) and you had to really want to play hockey. He’s 
starting to see a second generation of hockey players emerge.  

“I had two of them this weekend.,” Bush said. “One of (the 
parents) says, ‘When I was playing, you were reffing then. 
How long have you been doing this?’ Too damn long! I’ve had 
three or four like that. Their kids are 14 or 15 now and I had 
them when they were 14 or 15.” 

With that, there’s a new generation of hockey fans emerging. 
Those parents are taking their kids to games. The kids who 
used to go to games with their parents are going on their own. 
The generation that was introduced to hockey here has been 
succeeded by a generation that has never known otherwise. 

“My whole friend group growing up, they’re going to Canes 
games every weekend, especially with the Canes doing so 
well and going to the playoffs,’” Weiss said. “Growing up, they 
didn’t really talk about the Hurricanes as much, but now that 
they’re older and they can go by themselves and with each 
other, it seems like they have a bond with the Canes now.”  

Weiss is trying to make a career out of hockey, but the rest of 
the kids who grew up playing on the same ice are going pro in 
something other than sports. Gupta went into data science 
and started climbing the corporate ladder at Lowe’s. Hatchett 
studied journalism at Syracuse and got a job at WXII. They 
and their peers are flexing their consumer muscles for the first 
time. 

“I got to go to a game with my dad, and when I walk in and I 
smell the bratwurst and the pork and the nachos and I smell 
the beer, now I can go buy a beer,” Hatchett said. “That’s 
different.”  

They are not unscarred. Their fandom, like many others, 
waxed and waned during the 10-year playoff drought. Even 
the most bogus relocation rumors all sounded real to them and 
they wondered if the team would still be here when they came 
of age. But they have. And it is.  

“I prep myself two hours prior to every playoff game, have 
dinner ready at home, just like when I was playing,” Gupta 
said. “I love basketball. I’m a Tar Heel. I went there. But at the 
end of the day, this is the No. 1 sport in my heart.”

 

How the Hurricanes evolved from ‘novelty’ to an indelible part of the NC sports landscape 

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Staal first moved to North Carolina in the summer of 
2012, like many in the Triangle a transplant to the area and 
one with a vested interest in hockey.  

Staal was traded to the Carolina Hurricanes by the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. The big center from Thunder Bay, Ontario, joined 
an older brother, Eric, with the Canes and soon signed a 10-
year contract extension. If hockey was going to continue to 
grow and flourish in the Triangle, in the state, he was 
committed to being a big part of it. 

The Hurricanes were seen as something of a novelty act in 
1997 when the NHL franchise moved to North Carolina from 
Hartford, Connecticut. Hockey in ACC country, NASCAR 

country? But as they approach their 25th season in North 
Carolina, the Canes have become an indelible part of the 
state’s sports landscape. They’ve given the state its only 
major-league championship, and become an economic driver 
in the Triangle and put hockey sticks into the hands of many 
of the state’s kids, boys and girls, in youth programs. 

Staal was recently asked about the impact of the team on the 
area. Standing in the Wake Competition Center in Morrisville, 
with youth players streaming into the building lugging heavy 
bags of hockey gear, the Canes captain smiled and said, 
“Look at where we’re standing right now, look at this place.” 

“This is a stepping stone for a lot of kids in this building alone, 
never mind how much it’s grown in and around this city and 
community,” Staal told the N&O. “Hockey has grown a ton 
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here. That starts with the kids and the kids programs and the 
Canes have done a great job in helping grow that part of the 
game. 

“Obviously selling tickets and having fans in the building has 
grown, too. It’s been fun to watch and be a part of it, and I’m 
very proud of that. I’m very excited about the future, about the 
future of hockey in Raleigh and what it can still become. It’s 
only going to get better.” 

One constant for the Canes has been Rod Brind’Amour. 
Traded to the Canes in January 2000, the center helped the 
Canes reach the Stanley Cup Final in 2002, and then was the 
captain of the 2006 Stanley Cup champions, raising the Cup 
high at PNC Arena. As the Canes’ head coach, Brind’Amour 
has taken his teams to the playoffs each of the past three 
seasons. 

Brind’Amour’s youngest son, Brooks, is a 9-year-old hockey 
player determined to be able to duplicate the lacrosse-move 
goals scored by Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov. Others do 
the same. They want to be a part of the sport now and many 
will remain hockey fans, Carolina Hurricanes fans, as they get 
older and have their own families.  

“It’s changed drastically,” Brind’Amour said. “The excitement 
is everywhere ... which is great to see.” 

BECOMING A CANES FAN  

Dave Pulver moved to North Carolina in 1997, just as the 
Hurricanes were giving the state its first taste of major league 
hockey.  

Pulver is a native Michigander, from Lansing. He was a loyal 
Detroit Red Wings fan — forward Steve Yzerman was his guy, 
his favorite. He said he once went to a Michigan State hockey 
game to see a young player for the Spartans many were 
saying was headed to NHL stardom: Rod Brind’Amour. 

Pulver, 54, adopted the Hurricanes as his team, proudly 
wearing a vest adorned with 70 or so Hurricanes pins for 
games at PNC Arena. He and his wife, Bonnie, drive in from 
the Greenville area for games, supporting the team coached 
by Brind’Amour. 

“It’s really strange that we would end up in the same place,” 
Pulver said. “He’s running it and we’re rooting for it.  

“I’ve really enjoyed watching the Canes’ popularity grow 
through the years. The marketing folks have done tremendous 
outreach into the community over the years and I see it paying 
dividends. It’s fun to watch and more people are getting 
interested in hockey.” 

Pulver likes the changes new owner Tom Dundon has made 
and Dundon’s commitment to being competitive in the NHL, 
spending to the salary cap to bring in talent. He likes the way 
Brind’Amour has coached, setting a high standard for his 
players.  

Pulver said his son was “highly ticked” when the Canes traded 
away forward Jeff Skinner in 2018. Pulver understood, saying 
Skinner didn’t meet Brind’Amour’s work-ethic standard 
defensively. He had to go. 

And the Brind’Amour way has been a winning way.  

“I think that has caused a lot more people to notice the Canes 
and pay attention,” Pulver said. “I see the buzz in the 
community, even here in Greenville. It’s just fun to see new 
people discover hockey and what a fast and fantastic sport it 
is and fun to watch. It’s a tough market with the college sports 
and the Canes have to fight for every bit of attention they get.” 

THERE AT THE BEGINNING 

Jim Rutherford was there at the beginning. Then president 
and general manager of the Hartford Whalers, he relocated to 
Raleigh in ‘97 with the task of making the Carolina Hurricanes 
and NHL hockey work and succeed for then-owner Peter 
Karmanos Jr. 

The first two seasons were spent playing home games in the 
Greensboro Coliseum, at times before a handful of fans. The 
arena in Raleigh, then called the Entertainment and Sports 
Arena, was completed and opened in the fall of 1999, and the 
laborious task of filling the new place and growing hockey 
interest began — one Canes marketing pitch was, “You’ll 
Know When You Go.”  

But it all fell into place for the Canes: the 2002 Stanley Cup 
Final, hosting the 2004 NHL Draft, winning the 2006 Cup, 
more playoff success in 2009 and then being picked to host 
the 2011 NHL All-Star Game. Each was a step toward added 
credibility, for the franchise, for the market, for the team’s 
place in the community. 

“It was hard at the start,” Rutherford said this week in an N&O 
interview. “We moved in such short order, we didn’t have long 
to plan, and we played outside our own home for two years. 
So there were some growing pains. 

“But Pete Karmanos and I always believed in the market, that 
if we would stick with it, it would work. As we get to the 25-
year mark, you can see how good the market is. And when 
you win a championship, you really establish the franchise in 
the market.” 

Rutherford traded for Brind’Amour in 2000, sending former 
captain Keith Primeau, a contract holdout, to the Philadelphia 
Flyers. He later coaxed Brind’Amour into coaching, first as a 
Canes assistant.  

“He had what I consider a Hall of Fame career as a player,” 
said Rutherford, a member of the Hockey Hall of Fame. “He 
stayed with the organization and now is in position to have a 
huge impact again.” 

The Hurricanes share PNC Arena with N.C. State men’s 
basketball and oversee the arena’s operations. Before the 
pandemic canceled all events in the arena, it was generating 
more than $250 million a year in estimated economic impact 
for Wake County, according to an economic study prepared 
for the Centennial Authority, an appointed body and the arena 
landlord. 

The Hurricanes now have a new lease extension for PNC 
Arena. Dundon’s goal, like that of Karmanos and Rutherford 
before him, is to win a Stanley Cup championship while 
continuing to build the Hurricanes’ brand in the state and 
within the NHL.  

The Canes have plans to host an NHL Stadium Series outdoor 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium in the 2021-22 season after 
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the pandemic forced a postponement. That’s projected to 
have a economic impact of $15 million to $20 million. 

“The Hurricanes are a part of our area fabric,” said Steve 
Stroud, a long-time authority member and Raleigh developer.  

Rutherford, who won two Cups as GM of the Penguins after 
resigning from the Hurricanes in 2014, has moved back to 
Raleigh with his family — once a transplant to the area, 
Rutherford has returned. His son, James, is 13 and a hockey 
goalie on a youth team. 

“The number of people who have moved to (the Triangle) from 
hockey markets was pretty high when we first got here and we 
knew it was going to grow and it has really grown now,” 
Rutherford said. “This Hurricanes team is a contender and 
should be a contender for a number of years. And there’s no 
making fun of the market or the team anymore.” 

GROWING WITH THE CANES  

Jeff Ammons is a Raleigh native who grew up following ACC 
basketball and college sports. He’s an N.C. State graduate. 
His wife went to UNC. He has a brother who went to Wake 
Forest. 

“We do have one team we can all cheer for,” Ammons. 
laughing, said in a recent N&O interview. “When the 
Hurricanes first came here I bought one ticket and my brother 
bought one ticket and we sat side by side. That has grown into 
12 tickets now.  

“We’ve come to appreciate what a great game it is and how 
hard the players work, and now our kids have grown up in it. 
I’ve got a figure skater. I’ve got a hockey player.” 

Ammons also has another hockey rink: He’s the developer of 
Wake Competition Center, a complex near RDU Airport that 
includes gymnastics and volleyball facilities, soccer fields, and 
the 115,000-square-foot hockey building that became the 
Hurricanes’ official practice facility in 2020.  

That was once Raleigh Center Ice, which Ammons also owns. 
Ammons and the Hurricanes upgraded in a joint financial 
venture that provided the team with 12,000 square feet of 
space — locker room, weight room, players lounge, all the 
amenities — while giving youth players a venue with two 
additional sheets of ice. 

“I have nieces and nephews who buy season tickets to the 
Canes games, which is kind of crazy to me,” Ammons said. 
“To me it still kind of feels new but to them it’s their whole life. 
Their whole lives they’ve been cheering for the Hurricanes.  

“When the Canes first moved here I was a little skeptical. 
Raleigh is so spread out and college driven. I couldn’t see 
professional basketball or baseball coming in and didn’t think 
that of hockey, immediately. At first I was worried would they 
find a base?” 

The Hurricanes found a base. They built on it, laid a solid 
foundation. 

“To me it seems like it has been an amazing fit,” Ammons said. 
“I think in terms of hockey and hockey interest growing, it’s 
going to be exponential the next 20 to 25 years.” 

On injuries, the power play and Jarvis: Five thoughts from the Canes’ loss to Nashville 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes put in their fourth and final preseason 
game Saturday and came away with a 4-3 road loss to the 
Nashville Predators.  

Jordan Martinook gave the Canes a 1-0 lead in the first, 
punching in a rebound, and defenseman Ethan Bear and 
forward Stefan Noesen scored in the third. But the Predators, 
who slumbered through most of the first, scored three times in 
the second. 

Roman Josi scored on a power play early in the second, and 
Yakov Trenin and Filip Forsberg beat goalie Frederik 
Andersen in transition — Trenin with a backhander on a 
breakaway. Tanner Jeannot added the fourth Preds goal in 
the third. for a 4-1 lead before Bear and Noesen scored for 
Carolina, both with tough-angle shots. 

FIVE TAKEAWAYS FROM THE GAME:  

▪ A bunch of guys who will be in the Canes’ lineup Thursday 
for the season opener skated Saturday morning at Wake 
Competition Center and called it a day. Among those in the 
“non-game group” were Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin — 11 skaters in all. 

“We’ll definitely get another look at kind of the young kids,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said before the game. “There 
still are some decisions to be made on some people, I think. 

That’s why I put them in. Our guys are ready — the other guys 
who aren’t playing. I didn’t think another game would help 
them. Probably hurt them.”  

▪ The Canes were 0-for-5 on the power play Saturday but it 
won’t be the same power play Thursday against the New York 
Islanders. Tony DeAngelo, who played Saturday, will 
quarterback a unit but most of the other power-play guys were 
back in Raleigh. 

The Canes had 51 seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage in the 
second period but were outworked by the Preds’ penalty 
killers and came away empty.  

“I thought it was a great game,” Brind’Amour said on a media 
call. “I thought we played great other than special teams and 
the power play in particular, which I didn’t expect was going to 
be great. We weren’t really throwing out our power-play guys.”  

▪ Andersen does fill a lot of net. He’s listed at 6-4 and 238 
pounds and looks even bigger when he’s in the crease, 
although the Preds did find some holes in the second period. 

As Martinook said Friday: “Every day I say I can’t get over how 
big Freddie is. His upper body is just massive. I try to get in 
front of him and I’m just useless.”  

Andersen, who faced 17 shots, made his best save of the 
game in the third period, pushing hard left to right to stop a 
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transition shot by Cody Glass. But the Preds’ Tanner Jeannot 
soon scored after a Canes turnover for a 4-1 lead.  

▪ Brind’Amour wanted to get through the preseason without 
serious injuries in any of the four games. Mission 
accomplished. Defenseman Brendan Smith took a puck off 
the foot in the first period but was able to shake it off. 

▪ The decision is fast coming on what to do with forward Seth 
Jarvis — keep him on the NHL roster or send him back to his 
junior team. The Canes might choose to hedge a bit: keep him 

on the roster and play him a few games before making the 
call. Saturday night, Jarvis scored a beauty of a shootout goal 
to kick off a post-loss, shootout win for the Canes.  

Brind’Amour said after the game that some personnel 
decisions would made Saturday night. On Jarvis, he said, 
“That’s another discussion we’ll have to have here on the way 
home. Obviously he did really well. We’ll see.” 

 

 

Recap: Canes Conclude Preseason In Nashville 

Final roster decisions to be made as exhibition slate ends 

by Walt Ruff  

NASHVILLE, TN - The Carolina Hurricanes ended their four-
game preseason schedule Saturday, taking a 4-3 loss to the 
Nashville Predators. 

The Canes did get off to a strong start in the contest, scoring 
the game's first goal inside of the opening seven minutes. An 
attempted clear by the Predators was intercepted along the 
wall by Brendan Smith, who did a fantastic job of reading the 
play before completing the effort with stellar vision. Continuing 
his momentum, Smith snuck a feed from below the goal line 
between two defenders to Derek Stepan out front, where 
Juuse Saros met his initial try, but the put back by Jordan 
Martinook found a home to give the visitors an early lead. 

For the remainder of the period the Canes hung onto that lead, 
despite affording Nashville three power plays. A slew of 
Nashville shots went wide of Frederik Andersen, who was 
tasked with stopping just three in the opening 20 minutes. 

While the numbers were all in favor of Carolina to start the 
second, the tide began to turn quickly. 

With four seconds remaining in Jesperi Kotkaniemi's minor 
penalty, Nashville evened the game at 1-1. Roman Josi pulled 
up from the blocker side circle of Frederik Andersen, beating 
his outstretched arm to tie the contest. 

Less than six minutes after that, it became a 2-1 game in the 
Preds favor. Yakov Trenin swooped up a loose puck at center 
ice as the Canes were changing, crept in on Andersen and 
slid it five-hole on his backhand to give his team the lead. 

Then, to conclude the second period scoring flurry, Filip 
Forsberg uncorked his gifted release past the Canes 
netminder. As Ethan Bear attempted to get a shot on net 
Carolina's team's attacking end, Forsberg got in the way of it, 
blocked it out to center and then took it the other way, setting 
up his opportunity. 

3-1 at the end of two, the two teams would combine for three 
more in the third but the Canes were only ever really able to 
make it close for under a minute. 

Tanner Jeannot made it 4-1 Predators and Ethan Bear was 
credited with the Canes initial response. Then, with under a 
minute to play, Stefan Noesen, who had a lot of eyeballs upon 
him in the contest, got some puck luck, getting a centering 
feed from behind the net to bank off of David Rittich and in. 

They Said It: Quotes From The Night 

Rod Brind'Amour on the game as a whole: "I thought it was a 
great game. I thought we played great, other than the special 
teams, power play, particularly. We really weren't throwing out 
power play guys for the most part. Our young guys played well 
and the [guys who are new to the team this year] played well 
too." 

Derek Stepan on "I think there was a lot of things that as a 
coach, an organization and as a group and what you want to 
build, we did a lot of the things we can't waiver on. I thought 
we competed really hard. At times I thought we played the way 
we nee to play for 60 minutes, but we got a few free lessons 
on turnovers and that's the way the NHL works." 

Ethan Bear on his transition to the team, to date: "I'm getting 
more comfortable with the system. I think it fits well for me. I 
know the way the team plays, the way Rod wants us to play 
and I like it a lot. It's a lot easier than what I'm used to. It takes 
the thinking out of the game - you react, trust your teammates 
and I enjoy it." 

Make Sure It's Right 

Especially at the point when the Predators had three goals on 
eight shots it's easy to look at the numbers and start to 
question Frederik Andersen. 

Lest we not forget, first, it's preseason at the end of the day. 

Second, breaking down each goal, it's impossible to place all 
of the blame on the Canes netminder. The team taking three 
penalties within a six-minute stretch is not on Freddie. The 
giveaway during a line change is not on Freddie. Getting a 
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shot blocked at the blue line and being forced to face one of 
the best releases in all of the NHL is not on Freddie. Certainly 
it would be welcomed if he would have been able to steal one 
of the two, but the Canes netminder did make two robberies 
over the course of the game. First on Luke Kunin in the first 
period and then on Cody Glass in the third, the final score (for 
what it may or may not matter) could have been a lot worse 
tonight if not for Andersen. 

Extra Curricular 

The two sides opted to participate in a shootout after the final 
horn and it was highlighted by, (dramatic pause) of 
course, Seth Jarvis. 

The 19-year-old shot first for Carolina, burying on a fake of the 
move made popular by Nikita Kucherov a few seasons ago. 
Cutting in, the 2020 first-round draft pick waved his stick over 
the puck before retaking possession and sneaking one 
through David Rittich. Must-see stuff. 

What's Next? 

The Canes begin their regular season on Thursday, October 
14 at PNC Arena against the New York Islanders. 

 

From the course to the rink, Trocheck is the link for new-look Hurricanes 

By John Matisz 

Vincent Trocheck strides through the front door like he owns 
the place. He's inside the clubhouse at Old Chatham, a 400-
acre private golf club lined with towering pine trees. Beyond 
the reception area and to his right, there's an extensive 
selection of scotch behind glass casing. To his left, a small 
library of leather-bound books and a cozy fireplace. 

A middle-aged man having lunch near the fireplace extends 
his hand to Trocheck and asks the Carolina Hurricanes 
forward how he's doing. He works in real estate here in the 
Raleigh-Durham area. Trocheck tells him he'll buy a home, no 
question, if he signs a long-term extension. Right now, in early 
September, with a season left on his deal, the Trocheck family 
is fine renting. 

Trocheck takes a seat one table over. While scarfing down a 
quesadilla, waffle fries, and a beer, he gushes over head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour's impact on his experience so far in 
Carolina. In fact, he says, he's never played for a better coach. 
Brind'Amour and Trocheck hooked up for a round of golf the 
other day. They talked a little business - including the recent 
addition of young forward and potential future linemate Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi - but mostly chatted about non-hockey matters. 

To Trocheck, Brind'Amour and the Hurricanes were just 
another rival and the laid-back Raleigh-Durham area was just 
another stopover as recently as 18 months ago. In the early 
going of trade deadline day last February, Florida Panthers 
general manager Dale Tallon called Trocheck to deliver the 
news that he'd been traded to Carolina for four lesser-known 
skaters. The GM and player met in the Panthers' Vegas hotel 
to discuss why Tallon had parted with the core piece. The 
conversation grew into a heart-to-heart. 

"We talked more about life than the trade," Trocheck says. 
He's now on the Old Chatham driving range, whistling 
between swings. A few minutes ago, as Trocheck walked 
across the parking lot connecting the clubhouse and range, a 
few teammates chirped him from their vehicles, wondering 
where he'd been for the past 30 minutes. 

Trocheck, who, at the moment, is the only Hurricanes player 
with a membership at the club, hosted about a dozen of them 
for 18 holes and lunch but left the group to eat inside with a 

guest. It's abundantly clear by the way teammates interact 
with Trocheck that he's a cultural catalyst, a 5-foot-10, 183-
pound bridge between up-and-comers and veterans. 

On the ice, Trocheck is a top-six center for a squad that, 
despite a polarizing offseason, believes it's on the cusp of 
something special. The 28-year-old has appeared in just 19 
playoff games since breaking into the league in 2014. He 
needs more. 

"Winning's been everything since Day 1," Trocheck says. 
"Since I was 3 years old." 

Around the Hurricanes organization, the names Tom, Don, 
and Rod are attached to every conversation relating to the on-
ice product. There's no siloing between owner Tom Dundon, 
president and general manager Don Waddell, and 
Brind'Amour, the NHL's reigning coach of the year. 

Dundon is so heavily involved in the day-to-day activity that 
he's drawn comparisons to the Dallas Cowboys' Jerry Jones. 
Waddell holds the final vote on trades, signings, and draft 
picks and also presides over the business arms of the 
Hurricanes and PNC Arena. Brind'Amour is the rare coach 
who both chats one-on-one with ownership on a regular basis 
and serves as a consultant to the GM on personnel decisions. 

For a moment in the spring, it looked as if the trio might be on 
the verge of becoming a duo. But, following months of 
negotiations, Dundon and Brind'Amour came to terms on a 
deal to keep the face of the franchise behind the bench for 
three more years. From there, the Hurricanes got after it, 
turning over nine spots on the 23-man roster. 

"That part is not ideal. I'll be honest with you; I didn't want to 
make any changes," Brind'Amour says during a lengthy 
interview at the Hurricanes' practice facility. "Why would we? 
We had the (third)-best record in the NHL. We lost to Tampa. 
Tampa's the best team in the league. We're knocking on the 
door. Part of the reason why we had so much success last 
year is, if you go back to a year ago, we had one change. One 
player." 

In the next breath, Brind'Amour concedes that to expect little 
to no year-over-year changes would be foolish with the salary 
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cap flattened by the pandemic. Key people are bound to move 
on, he says, referring to Dougie Hamilton, the Norris Trophy-
caliber defenseman who, on the first day of free agency, inked 
a seven-year, $63-million contract with the New Jersey Devils. 

Free-agent signee Tony DeAngelo and trade acquisition 
Ethan Bear are tasked with filling the Hamilton-sized hole on 
the right side. Waddell believes Carolina's revamped blue line, 
which also features incumbents Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, 
and Brady Skjei, and newcomers Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith, should be better defensively in 2021-22. But, the GM 
admits Hamilton's offensive punch will be difficult to replace. 

If anybody is capable of moving the puck, joining the rush, or 
running a power play close to Hamilton's standards, it's 
DeAngelo. (He tied for fourth in points among NHL 
defensemen in 2019-20.) Conversely, if anybody is capable of 
disrupting a dressing room and dividing a fan base, it's 
DeAngelo. His past is checkered with incidents in which 
he harassed teammates and abused on-ice officials. The 
New York Rangers benched him for maturity issues and then, 
after a physical confrontation with a teammate, placed him on 
waivers for the purpose of buying out the remainder of his 
contract. On social media, DeAngelo has downplayed 
COVID-19's impact and fought with other users over hot-
button political issues. 

The Hurricanes say signing DeAngelo to a one-year, $1-
million contract wasn't an impulsive decision. They did their 
homework. Brind'Amour had multiple probing conversations 
with DeAngelo and the team interviewed numerous ex-
teammates and coaches, including David Quinn, Jesper Fast, 
and Skjei, all formerly of the Rangers. 

According to Waddell, the main takeaway from the process 
was that DeAngelo has "learned his lesson" and is 
"remorseful" about his past. "He also knows that, hey, we have 
high standards here. I go to the contract. He's probably, what, 
a $4-million player? If we paid him $4 million, I couldn't say all 
of these things. We paid him $1 million. We said, 'Tony, you 
come in and prove to us. Forget about the playing side. That's 
going to take care of itself. But prove to us that you can be the 
person that this organization wants to move forward with. And 
if you do that, everything's going to work out fine.'" 

Brind'Amour brings up an anecdote involving his wife. "She 
just kind of looked at me and said, 'Well, if you don't give him 
a chance - he's admitted to (indiscretions), things he's not 
proud of - who's going to give him an opportunity? Are you just 
going to throw him out and be over at (25) years old?' Well, 
that doesn't make a lot of sense either. To have a willingness 
to let people change or show that they've changed seems kind 
of easy." 

Amazingly, DeAngelo wasn't the signing that attracted the 
most national attention during Carolina's hectic offseason. 
The late-August offer sheet to Kotkaniemi counts as the 
biggest splash, especially since Kotkaniemi's old team, the 
Montreal Canadiens, ultimately chose not to match the one-
year, $6.1-million deal. (Mind you, the social media pettiness 
associated with the offer sheet - which we'll discuss later - 
certainly supercharged outside interest in the transaction.) 

The Hurricanes also traded their Calder Trophy finalist, goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic, in late July, and then replaced him and his 
veteran partners with two goalies with recent injury issues, 

Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. That would normally be 
a spicy talking point coming into a season, but aside from the 
initial reactions to the additions and subtractions, the 
goaltending overhaul has largely flown under the radar. The 
DeAngelo and Kotkaniemi signings have commanded almost 
all of the oxygen. 

Carolina's offseason has left many observers puzzled. Some 
are skeptical or cynical, or a combination of both. For 
example, the Hurricanes garnered the No. 1 spot on one 
publication's league-wide list of "most bizarre 
offseasons"; finished first with a 9.6 (out of 10) rating on an 
offseason "bizarro-meter ranking"; and inspired a frank 
question, "Did the Hurricanes outsmart themselves?" 

Dundon, a Texas billionaire, became sole owner of the 
franchise this past June. He originally purchased a majority 
stake in the franchise in late 2017, which means the 2021-22 
campaign will be Tom, Don, and Rod's fourth full season 
running the show. So far, the team has made the playoffs 
every year, winning four postseason series in total. 

While Waddell says the upcoming 82-game slog will be the 
proving ground, the GM is confident they've built the "most 
talented" roster of the young but eventful Dundon era. 

A day after his latest round at Old Chatham, Trocheck is sitting 
on a couch in his living room staring at the assembly 
instructions for a miniature hockey game. It's early afternoon 
and the work day - time in the gym and on the ice - has already 
wrapped. 

Within arm's reach are Lennon, 10 months and sporting a 
stained shirt, and Leo, an inquisitive 3-year-old obsessed with 
hockey. Leo asks if he can place sticker logos of both the 
Hurricanes and Panthers on the plastic game. Dad allows it. 
Romeo, an overly friendly Goldendoodle, and Porter, a docile 
Golden Retriever, trot around the humans. 

The Trocheck residence is simultaneously chaotic and quiet. 
This is life as a young dad. 

"I love the friendship aspect of it," Trocheck says of 
fatherhood. "Leo's now my best friend. I can hang out with 
him." Of Lennon, he says she's "the most chill, happy baby on 
the planet." It's still a thrill for him to see her face light up when 
he comes home from the rink. 

Trocheck and his wife, Hillary, met roughly a decade ago in a 
high school economics class in Saginaw, Michigan. Trocheck, 
who was born and raised in Pittsburgh, moved to Detroit at 12 
to play in a more competitive minor hockey loop. He then 
spent his entire junior career with Michigan-based OHL teams 
in Saginaw and Plymouth. It wasn't until he turned pro that he 
left the state, splitting his rookie season between AHL San 
Antonio and NHL Florida, which drafted him in the third round, 
64th overall, in 2011. 

Trocheck, like every NHLer, will never forget his first big-
league call-up in March 2014. Along with the delight of skating 
in the world's best league and sharing the ice with legends 
Roberto Luongo and Ed Jovanovski, he can vividly recall the 
presence of the late Jimmy Hayes; specifically, how Hayes, 
who was new to the team too, made him feel welcome. 

"He was the first one to come knock on my door and ask me 
to go to dinner with the guys - like I had known him for 20 
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years," Trocheck says of Hayes, who died in August. 
(Trocheck was one of hundreds from the hockey community 
to attend Hayes' funeral in Boston.) "That always stuck out to 
me as something that made me feel more comfortable in my 
first few games," he adds. "It's tough for guys coming into the 
league. You're nervous, don't want to say too much, too little, 
and he made it a seamless transition." 

Trocheck posted a solid 30 points in his first 70 NHL games. 
He leveled up in 2015-16, with 53 points in 76 contests, and 
has never looked back. He blossomed in Florida alongside 
franchise cornerstones Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan 
Huberdeau, and Aaron Ekblad. Team success was a problem, 
though, as the Panthers made the postseason only once 
during Trocheck's tenure. He played for five different head 
coaches in seven years. 

Despite the lack of success, Trocheck looks back fondly on 
his Florida days. He could have done without the injuries - 
chiefly the broken right fibula he suffered in 2018. Trocheck 
and an opponent had been battling for position when his leg 
pretzeled. His chilling screams filled the arena as play came 
to a halt and a stretcher arrived. 

At that exact moment, all Trocheck could think about was Alex 
Smith. The NFL quarterback had recently suffered such a 
severe injury, and doctors were considering amputating 
Smith's leg because of an infection. "I was just hoping it wasn't 
serious enough that I was going to be done for my career," 
Trocheck says. Luckily, tests showed he had no ligament or 
muscle damage. The surgeon inserted a plate and some 
screws. Otherwise, he would be alright. 

Trocheck faced another setback in 2019, cracking his left tibia 
blocking a shot. Somehow, he still suited up in 55 contests for 
the Panthers prior to the trade deadline, recovering fully only 
when the NHL went on its COVID-19 hiatus. There's more: In 
the 2020-21 playoffs, he suffered a Grade 2 MCL sprain in 
Game 2 of the Hurricanes' second-round meeting with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. By Trocheck's estimation, he was at 
30% health when he returned to the lineup for the fifth and 
final game of the series. 

Not requiring surgery on his knee, Trocheck rehabbed this 
summer and felt 100% prior to training camp. In camp, he's 
missed two practices due to a "middle-body" injury, though 
Brind'Amour has told reporters he should be all set for the 
season opener next Thursday. The center position was barely 
touched in the offseason, so his spot in the lineup is 
unchanged: Sebastian Aho remains the top guy, Trocheck is 
the 2C, Jordan Staal is 3C, and veteran Derek Stepan is the 
new 4C. 

What makes Trocheck so effective as a center is how he's 
able to blend a low center of gravity and elite strength with 
speed, offensive instincts, and a pesty streak. He possesses 
the toolbox of a finesse player and the mentality of a grinder. 
The first thought to pop into Staal's head when Carolina 
acquired Trocheck was how much he hated playing against 
him. "Those are the guys that you want on your team, right?" 
Staal says. 

Adds Brind'Amour: "The competitive nature of this group is 
really good and you have to have that. Troch is a ringleader in 
that. That's part of his deal." 

Trocheck, who is mellow off the ice, admits to being some kind 
of a pest on it. 

"Sure, I like to get under people's skin," he says on his back 
patio, as Hillary handles childcare duties inside. "It's just my 
competitive nature. I can't really hold it back." 

The Philadelphia Flyers traded Brind'Amour to Carolina in 
2000. It didn't take the future Hall of Famer long to spot the 
difference between a traditional and nontraditional market. 

"I asked for directions to get to the arena here, and the people 
I asked didn't know what or where the arena was," 
Brind'Amour says. Over two-plus decades, though, he's 
watched the franchise - which arrived from Hartford in 1997 - 
come of age alongside the fan base. "Night and day would 
kind of be an understatement," he says. 

Brind'Amour breaks it down: In the early years, before the 
salary cap was implemented in 2005, the Hurricanes "were 
doing the best" they could. Great, committed people. 
However, ownership lacked financial might, so the player 
payroll was low, staffing budget was tight, and facilities were 
subpar. Internal expectations were relatively low. (With arena 
construction delayed, the team actually played its first two 
seasons in a minor-league rink located 80 miles west of 
Raleigh.) In 2001-02, the Hurricanes finally broke through on 
the ice, making the Stanley Cup Final. The powerhouse 
Detroit Red Wings - whose payroll was essentially twice as 
large - disposed of them in five games. 

The cap's introduction helped level the playing field with big-
market teams for a while. Yet it became painfully obvious over 
time that teams spending to the upper limit would have a far 
greater chance of maintaining success than those who don't. 
According to CapFriendly, The Hurricanes were in the bottom 
three in cap spending for the three seasons before Dundon 
acquired controlling interest in the team from original owner 
Peter Karmanos. 

Dundon increased spending the past two seasons and is 
projected to hit the upper limit in 2021-22. "Now, all of a 
sudden ...," Brind'Amour says before snapping his fingers. 
"That, to me, is the biggest thing. People talk about all of 
(these other factors), but at the end of the day, you've got to 
have the players. That's it. If you don't, you have no chance." 

Dundon, a hockey outsider who made his money in subprime 
automobile lending, has brought a fresh outlook to the 
boardroom. North Carolina is a college basketball state. The 
ACC schools - Duke, North Carolina, NC State, and Wake 
Forest - dominate the sports landscape, and the Hurricanes 
won't change that anytime soon. What they can do is appeal 
to fans by developing a brand that prioritizes entertainment. 

"We're in a market that we feel like we have to continue to sell 
the game. Not just on the ice, we have to sell it off the ice," 
Waddell says during a sit-down at PNC Arena. "We've put a 
lot of effort into and really ramped up our social team a few 
years ago." 

Ah, yes, social media. The Storm Surge celebration doesn't 
become a phenomenon in 2018-19 without it going viral. The 
"Bunch of Jerks" nickname (and merchandise jackpot) doesn't 
persist if the Hurricanes don't embrace grumpy Don Cherry's 
commentary about the player-led Storm Surge. The David 
Ayres story of 2019-20 - remember him, the cuddly 
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emergency backup goalie in Toronto? - isn't part of the NHL 
news cycle for a week straight if Carolina doesn't take full 
advantage of the moment. 

This offseason, the Hurricanes doubled down in the wake of 
the Kotkaniemi acquisition. The offer sheet was partly revenge 
for the Canadiens presenting an offer sheet to Aho two years 
ago, so, of course, there was a cheeky $20 signing bonus 
baked into Kotkamiemi's deal, a reference to Aho's jersey 
number. There was also a "people don't forget" tweet; reverse 
Uno card tweet; matching press release quote; and French-
language signing announcement. It was obnoxiously passive-
aggressive, and Dundon signed off on all of it. "There's a lot 
of decisions we can make and move on," Waddell says of 
Dundon chiming in. "Something this big, everybody was 
involved." 

Two days before the Kotkaniemi offer sheet was tabled, the 
team announced an eight-year extension for star forward 
Andrei Svechnikov. Fans apparently responded positively to 
all of the buzz, with a team spokesman confirming 2021-22 
will be the Hurricanes' best year for season-ticket sales since 
2007. (Carolina won its only Cup in 2006.) 

Brind'Amour, the captain of the '06 team, is one of the 
organization's prized assets. At the rink, he is the tone-setter 
not only with respect to Xs and Os, but also culture building 
and work ethic. (Famously, the 51-year-old stays in game 
shape, continuing to keep his "Rod the Bod" nickname 
relevant.) He seems to be universally adored by his players, 
too. "I wouldn't say there's been a lot of times where a coach 
has been make-or-break for a team I've played on," Trocheck 
says. "But I think Roddy really puts us over the edge." 

A part of the appeal with Brind'Amour is that he's refreshingly 
authentic. There's absolutely no fluff. A multimillionaire 
several times over from his playing days, he drives an old 
GMC Sierra truck. And he'll drill cliches into his players' brains 
not because he feels that's what a coach should be doing, but 
because he really does swear by phrases like "Earn it" and 
"Win the day 1-0." Both are displayed prominently inside the 
team's practice facility. 

"We were always an OK team, a good team, and we're now 
moving towards being the best," says Staal, a Hurricane since 
2012. "That's the bar that we've raised here." 

Trocheck is big on family. The black ink on his left arm is 
permanent proof. 

Among a full sleeve of intricate tattoos are number sets for his 
parents' birthdates; music notes for his dad's saxophone- and 

piano-playing skills; haircut shears for the multiple 
hairdressers in his extended family; and grapevines for his 
Italian heritage. 

The Hurricanes view themselves as a family, which helps 
explain, at least in part, why Trocheck has meshed so well. 
He's a dressing room DJ. He's slowly making a name for 
himself as a legitimately good singer on the karaoke mic. And 
over the past month, he's brokered club memberships 
between five eager teammates and Old Chatham. 

Every player on Carolina's roster and staff is fully vaccinated, 
so the fast-approaching season should be as normal as 
possible in terms of being able to bond on the road. These 
interactions pay dividends, Trocheck says. One example: The 
2015-16 Panthers' 12-game winning streak followed a trip to 
New York City and the annual rookie party. "Things like that, 
it brings people together," he says. "You get close with the 
guys. If it's not the same team that it was the year prior, those 
are times you get to know everybody, really." 

The new-look Hurricanes will have plenty of mingling to do on 
and off the ice. They must come together in short order, too, 
with the Metropolitan Division boasting five other strong but 
imperfect teams in the New York Islanders, Washington 
Capitals, Pittsburgh Penguins, New York Rangers, and 
Flyers. Carolina possesses one of the NHL's deepest forward 
groups and a formidable defense corps, even without 
Hamilton. The fate of the Hurricanes' season may rest on the 
shoulders of a high-risk, high-reward goalie tandem. 

Trocheck, who's coming off an excellent season in which he 
tied his career high in points per game, has been lining up 
alongside Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen in preseason 
action. The trio might not stay together - preseason is for 
experimenting - yet Trocheck will nonetheless receive top-six 
minutes at even strength and a starring role on the power play. 
The pending free agent has an outside chance of making 
Team USA for the Beijing Olympics, as well. 

"We're going to sit down at some point here and talk to (his 
representative) about a long-term deal," Waddell says. "He's 
a piece that, for multiple reasons, we'd like to keep around." 

Trocheck loves it in North Carolina. He says the contract is not 
on his mind on the eve of the season, but he would consider 
signing long term. You can bet his coach is on board. 

"He fits with what we expect out of a Carolina Hurricane," 
Brind'Amour says. 
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They said it: Brind’Amour, Stepan, Bear on preseason finale 

Ethan Bear, Derek Stepan and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the 
media after the Hurricanes wrapped up their preseason with a 
4-3 loss to Nashville. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

The Hurricanes wrapped up their preseason slate with a 4-3 
loss to the Nashville Predators Saturday night. The team 
battled and made it close despite playing against a lineup with 
several more NHL regulars, thanks in part to a goal from Ethan 
Bear and assist from Derek Stepan. 

Stepan, Bear and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media after 
the game, here’s a full breakdown of everything they had to 
say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the game: I thought it was a great game. I thought we 
played great, other than the special teams, the power play in 
particular, which I didn’t expect was going to be great, we 
weren’t really throwing power play guys out there for the most 
part. But I thought our young guys played really well, and the 
new guys, the guys that were new to the team this year, I 
thought did well too, so it was a good game. 

On a timeline for a decision on Seth Jarvis and final cuts: We’ll 
start making them tonight, the decisions, we want to obviously 
get that roster down. With him, that’s another discussion we’ll 
have to have hear on the way home. Obviously he did really 
well. So we’ll see. 

On a guy like Jack Drury stepping up against bigger guys: It 
wasn’t just him. I felt like we were playing a really good game. 
Every time, we made one mistake, it ended up in a grade-A 
chance against and they would score. But the guys didn’t stop 
playing. You expect that from the young guys, but it was just 
nice to see. Jack was one of them, he’s what we want in a 
Hurricane, that’s for sure. 

On if this is where he’d hoped everyone would be: I thought 
this was our best preseason game. Now, I’ve got a few guys 
that only played one. I’m not too worried about them. That’s 
why they didn’t come tonight. I wanted to get a better look at 
some other guys. But I feel like we’re ready to roll, and that’s 
what you want to be coming out of preseason. 

On if he has a number one goalie: I think we’re going to play 
them both. I don’t think I need to say one guy’s at one and one 
guy’s not. The schedule sets that way that we’re going to need 
both guys playing. We may go on who’s going good, I haven’t 
thought that through. I know both guys are going to play. 

Derek Stepan 

On going through the right process even if the result isn’t what 
was wanted: I think there were certainly a lot of things that as 
a coach and as an organization, as a group, you want to build. 

We did a lot of the things we can’t waver on. I thought we 
competed really hard. I thought we at times were playing the 
exact way you need for 60 minutes. We got a couple free 
lessons on turnovers, that’s for sure. That’s how the NHL 
works. Bang, bang and it’s in the back of the net and chasing 
the game. But for the most part, when it comes to compete 
and how you want to play this game, a lot of good things. 

On what he’s learned about this team through training camp 
and preseason: The style of play is such a fun style to play. 
It’s high-demand and you have to be able to move up the ice 
quickly and you have to trust everybody, but when you’re 
playing it, it’s a lot of fun. Obviously these guys have been 
doing it for a long time so it’s fun to be a part of and I’m just 
trying to find my groove. 

On Seth Jarvis: Super high skill and he works extremely hard. 
He’s one of those guys that seems to be in the right spot all 
the time and obviously in the shootout there you saw the 
skillset. It was a crafty move for a kid. Lot of really good things 
to say about him. 

On budding chemistry: It makes it easy when you’re able to 
have chemistry early on. You’re able to trust your instincts and 
just go. Again, it’s a lot of fun to play that way. When you’re 
able to just be on your toes and have the puck and have 
opportunities to score goals, that’s what’s fun. You don’t want 
to be sitting back on your heels. So chemistry is a great thing 
to have early on because you’re allowed to learn the system 
faster because you are more comfortable. 

Ethan Bear 

On his scoring touch as of late: Everything seems to be going 
in right now. 

On growing comfortable in Carolina: Every day when playing 
in a new organization and new system is just trying to find my 
game and get used to the way the team plays. Just take it day 
by day and just try to improve everyday. Just trying to improve 
everyday and that’s what I’ve been doing and that’s my 
mindset and it seems to be working. 

On how he feels the transition has been going: I’m getting 
more comfortable with the system. I know the way the team 
plays and the way Rod wants us to play. Honestly, I like it a 
lot. I think it fits well for me and the way the team plays. 
Honestly, It’s a lot easier than what I’m used to. It takes the 
thinking out of the game and you just react and trust your 
teammates, so I really like it. 

On the biggest differences since coming to Carolina: There’s 
been a lot of things honestly. Coming over here, it’s far away 
from home and there’s a lot of things I’m not used to, but I just 
keep trying to find what works for me and that’s basically it. 
Just trying to get more comfortable with the system, my 
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teammates and that’s really it. Everyday you’re just trying to 
earn the trust of your teammates and coaches. 

Hurricanes Drop Preseason Finale to Predators: Three Thoughts 

The Predators capitalized on limited scoring chances to hand 
the Hurricanes a loss in their preseason finale. 

By Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out their exhibition schedule 
with a 4-3 loss against the Nashville Predators on Saturday, 
clocking them in at a 1-2-1 preseason record. 

Carolina iced a tweener group of mostly depth players and 
AHL-bound guys. Nashville opted for a veteran-heavy lineup, 
and that is likely what made the biggest difference in the finale. 

The real thing starts on Thursday against the New York 
Islanders, but before we get to that, here are three takeaways 
from Carolina’s loss in Smashville. 

Good Vibes, Poor Execution 

The Hurricanes and Predators brought a lot of energy to the 
ice on Saturday. Lots of aggression and physicality from both 
sides gave the game the feel of a regular-season tilt. 

The tempo was great, and that’s a good sign for the Canes 
with opening night right around the corner. 

The execution, on the other hand, was a bit of a mess. 

Carolina was plagued by turnovers and a lack of finishing 
touch throughout the game, and those mistakes directly led to 
several Nashville goals and hung Frederik Andersen out to dry 
in the process. 

The Canes came up just short with their decision-making and 
reads, and with a pretty inexperienced lineup, that shouldn’t 
be too much of a surprise. Nashville had many of their top 
players on the ice, and when they got their opportunities to 
score, they took advantage. 

Not all of the mistakes were by AHL guys, though. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, Ethan Bear, and other NHL regulars made glaring 
mistakes that led to the club’s demise. 

For some of those guys, this is part of the learning process on 
a new team, but the Hurricanes need them to be on the same 
page and fully comfortable for opening night. They will be 
relied upon as key contributors. 

Final Tune-up for Andersen 

Andersen’s second and final preseason start was a weird one 
and a bit of a mixed bag. 

Carolina’s opening night starter saw just three shots on goal 
in the first period, but one of them was a high-danger shot that 

he made a big glove save on. Things rapidly picked up in the 
middle frame, though. 

The first shot of the second period came from Roman Josi, 
and he beat Andersen on a beautiful shot that was partially 
screened by Ethan Bear. Tough to get mad at the goalie for 
that one. 

Less than five minutes later, Yakov Trenin got behind the 
Hurricanes’ skaters during a bad line change and he managed 
to slide the puck through Andersen’s legs on a long 
breakaway. Then, less than 90 seconds later, Filip Forsberg 
blocked Bear’s point shot and turned it right back up the ice 
for a goal on the rush. 

Those were some tough breaks for Andersen, especially after 
he was practically able to nap through the first period. 

It was definitely a different feel from his other preseason start, 
wherein he saw 37 shots and was outstanding. He only saw 
17 shots on Saturday, and despite allowing four goals, the raw 
numbers are probably a little misleading with regards to how 
he played. 

Outside of that barrage in the second period, he looked fine. 

It’s About to Get Real 

The Hurricanes dropped three of their four preseason games, 
but a lot of work was done along the way. 

Some big decisions are now on the horizon with regards to 
who will make the opening night roster. Young players like 
Seth Jarvis and Jack Drury turned in strong training camps, 
but will it be enough to get them on the NHL roster? 

Jarvis is the big name here. If he doesn’t make the team, he 
will have to go back to the Portland Winterhawks of the WHL. 
Rod Brind’Amour and company have spoken highly of his play 
to this point and it certainly seems like he is a real contender 
to crack the final roster. 

If he makes the team, he can play in upwards of nine NHL 
games before instigating the first year of his entry-level 
contract. The team could keep him around with the team and 
see what he can bring prior to making their final decision. 
There aren’t any real downsides to it. 

Other big roster decisions include the forward and defensive 
combinations at even strength. There’s an array of options for 
the Hurricanes up and down their lineup. 

The exhibition schedule is officially over. The show starts on 
Thursday. 
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Canes let youngsters loose in preseason finale 

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Despite a 4-3 road loss to the Nashville Predators in their final 
preseason game on Saturday, Oct. 9, the Carolina Hurricanes 
got some good takeaways from the final tune-up before their 
season opener against the New York Islanders. 

Although the first line was mostly made up of NHL veterans 
like left wing Jordan Martinook and defender Tony DeAngelo, 
the second through fourth lines boasted a multitude of young 
guns like centers Seth Jarvis and Jack Drury as well as 
defender Ethan Bear. Bear especially made the most of his 
ice time, ricocheting a third-period shot into the back of the 
net and making the final score a little closer. 

That’s not to say that the veterans did not have their moments 
as well. Martinook scored the game opener at the 13:10 mark 
of the first period, his second goal of the preseason, and 
DeAngelo made his presence known by shouldering nearly 22 
minutes of ice time. 

For better and for worse, goalkeeper Frederik Andersen had 
some moments of his own. It was an up-and-down afternoon 
for the Canes’ netminder, as three out of his four total goals 
against came in a flurry of Nashville offense early in the 
second period. On the other hand, Andersen also showed 

sparks of brilliance throughout the game, such as this glove 
save at point-blank range to snuff out a Predators scoring 
chance. 

Outside of the youngsters getting some ice time and Andersen 
showing what he can do in front of the net, the Hurricanes also 
sported a plethora of newcomers to this year’s team. 
DeAngelo made a trip south to join Carolina on a one-year 
deal after spending the prior four seasons with the New York 
Rangers. DeAngelo’s partner on defense for this matchup, 
Eric Gelinas, played five combined seasons with the New 
Jersey Devils and the Colorado Avalanche before going 
overseas to play in Russia and Sweden between the 2018-19 
and the 2020-21 seasons. 

All things considered, it was a positive performance from what 
was essentially an AHL team taking on a full-strength 
Nashville squad. While the Canes primarily trotted out their 
prospects and newcomers, the Preds put their best players 
out on the ice, including perennial all-star defender Roman 
Josi and star forward Filip Forsberg. 

The Hurricanes will now head home to prepare for their 
regular season opener against the New York Islanders on 
Thursday, Oct. 14. Puck drop is set for 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Wolves win exhibition finale 

Rookie forward Blake Murray snapped the game’s final tie with 
2:30 left in regulation to lead the Chicago Wolves to a 5-3 
exhibition victory over the Milwaukee Admirals Saturday night 
at the Wolves Training Facility. 

Forward Sam Miletic scored two goals, 2021 AHL scoring 
leader Andrew Poturalski recorded one goal and two assists 
and defenseman Josh Jacobs added one goal for the Wolves, 
who split their pair of preseason games with the Admirals. 
Next up: the Wolves’ 28th season Saturday, Oct. 16, when 
they host the Rockford IceHogs at Allstate Arena. 

The Wolves dominated the first period as they built a 15-4 shot 
advantage. With the teams playing 4-on-4, Poturalski fed the 
puck ahead to Miletic for a breakaway and he whistled the 
puck past Milwaukee starting goaltender Parker Gahagen for 
a 1-0 lead at 14:16 of the first. 

The Admirals evened the score at 3:59 of the second on 
forward Matt Luff’s goal, but the Wolves regained the lead on 
Jacobs’ tally 22 seconds into the third period. Center Maxim 
Letunov and Murray earned assists. 

Miletic added an insurance goal at 10:17 of the third when he 
scored just six seconds into a power play — tipping 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield’s blast from the point. Poturalski 
also picked up his second assist of the night. 

Milwaukee notched its own power-play goal when forward 
Cole Smith, who played last year for Chicago, redirected a 
shot home at 12:10 to cut the Wolves’ lead to 3-2. Anthony 
Richard, who also played last year for the Wolves, knotted the 
game by banking a shot home from close range at 15:19. 

Murray delivered the game-winner when he seized the 
rebound of a Stelio Mattheos shot and slammed it past Tomas 
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Vomacka at 17:30. Poturalski added an empty-net goal from 
the Wolves defensive zone with 3.5 seconds to go. 

Wolves goaltender Eetu Makiniemi (1-0-0) picked up the win 
with 20 saves. 

Gahagen stopped 21 shots while playing the first 30 minutes 
for Milwaukee while Vomacka (0-1-0) posted 16 saves. 

The Wolves’ regular season begins Saturday, Oct. 16, when 
they welcome the Rockford IceHogs to Allstate Arena for 
Opening Night presented by Turtle Wax. The first 3,500 fans 
receive a Wolves Static Cling Schedule. It’s easy to email a 
Wolves ticket representative or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES to 
get tickets. 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article254805357.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254801422.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254892032.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-conclude-preseason-in-nashville/c-326716862 
https://www.thescore.com/nhl/news/2197575/from-the-course-to-the-rink-trocheck-is-the-link-for-new-look-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/9/22718419/carolina-hurricanes-rod-brindamour-derek-stepan-ethan-bear 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/9/22718246/carolina-hurricanes-drop-preseason-finale-nashville-predators-three-thoughts-kotkaniemi-

andersen-nhl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-let-youngsters-loose-in-preseason-finale/article_eec228c6-2957-11ec-b383-3b2ff0b76b7d.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/09/wolves-win-exhibition-finale/ 
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On injuries, the power play and Jarvis: Five thoughts from the Canes’ 
loss to Nashville 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes put in their fourth and final preseason game 
Saturday and came away with a 4-3 road loss to the Nashville Predators. 

Jordan Martinook gave the Canes a 1-0 lead in the first, punching in a 
rebound, and defenseman Ethan Bear and forward Stefan Noesen 
scored in the third. But the Predators, who slumbered through most of 
the first, scored three times in the second. 

Roman Josi scored on a power play early in the second, and Yakov 
Trenin and Filip Forsberg beat goalie Frederik Andersen in transition — 
Trenin with a backhander on a breakaway. Tanner Jeannot added the 
fourth Preds goal in the third. for a 4-1 lead before Bear and Noesen 
scored for Carolina, both with tough-angle shots. 

FIVE TAKEAWAYS FROM THE GAME: 

▪ A bunch of guys who will be in the Canes’ lineup Thursday for the 
season opener skated Saturday morning at Wake Competition Center 
and called it a day. Among those in the “non-game group” were Jordan 
Staal, Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin — 11 
skaters in all. 

“We’ll definitely get another look at kind of the young kids,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said before the game. “There still are some decisions 
to be made on some people, I think. That’s why I put them in. Our guys 
are ready — the other guys who aren’t playing. I didn’t think another 
game would help them. Probably hurt them.” 

▪ The Canes were 0-for-5 on the power play Saturday but it won’t be the 
same power play Thursday against the New York Islanders. Tony 
DeAngelo, who played Saturday, will quarterback a unit but most of the 
other power-play guys were back in Raleigh. 

The Canes had 51 seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage in the second period 
but were outworked by the Preds’ penalty killers and came away empty. 

“I thought it was a great game,” Brind’Amour said on a media call. “I 
thought we played great other than special teams and the power play in 
particular, which I didn’t expect was going to be great. We weren’t really 
throwing out our power-play guys.” 

▪ Andersen does fill a lot of net. He’s listed at 6-4 and 238 pounds and 
looks even bigger when he’s in the crease, although the Preds did find 
some holes in the second period. 

As Martinook said Friday: “Every day I say I can’t get over how big 
Freddie is. His upper body is just massive. I try to get in front of him and 
I’m just useless.” 

Andersen, who faced 17 shots, made his best save of the game in the 
third period, pushing hard left to right to stop a transition shot by Cody 
Glass. But the Preds’ Tanner Jeannot soon scored after a Canes 
turnover for a 4-1 lead. 

▪ Brind’Amour wanted to get through the preseason without serious 
injuries in any of the four games. Mission accomplished. Defenseman 
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Brendan Smith took a puck off the foot in the first period but was able to 
shake it off. 

▪ The decision is fast coming on what to do with forward Seth Jarvis — 
keep him on the NHL roster or send him back to his junior team. The 
Canes might choose to hedge a bit: keep him on the roster and play him 
a few games before making the call. Saturday night, Jarvis scored a 
beauty of a shootout goal to kick off a post-loss, shootout win for the 
Canes. 

Brind’Amour said after the game that some personnel decisions would 
made Saturday night. On Jarvis, he said, “That’s another discussion we’ll 
have to have here on the way home. Obviously he did really well. We’ll 
see.” 
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Rangers coach: No need to worry about Ryan Strome’s early exit vs. 
Islanders 

 

By Mollie Walker 

October 9, 2021 11:12pm  Updated 

 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — Head coach Gerard Gallant said the most 
important thing for his Rangers in their final preseason game, Saturday 
night against the Islanders, was to come through healthy. 

That goal was spoiled at the tail end of the second period, when Ryan 
Strome collided with Islanders defenseman Scott Mayfield during a 
Rangers power play. The Rangers’ 1B center immediately took off his 
glove, grimacing in pain, and began favoring his right wrist. 

Strome missed the remainder of the game, which the Blueshirts won 5-4 
in overtime on Filip Chytil’s third goal of the night, with what the team 
described as an upper-body injury. 

Gallant didn’t seem too concerned about Strome’s injury after the game. 
The coach said that he “doesn’t think” it’ll keep the center out of opening 
night, Wednesday at Washington. 

“He’s going to be fine,” Gallant said after the Rangers finished the 
preseason with a 4-2 record. “Just the upper body, but nothing too 
serious we don’t think.” 

While facing a version of the Islanders that the Rangers can expect to 
see during the regular season, Strome stepped up and was effective 
through two periods. Plus, the Rangers were cautious and opted to sit 
their top guns in Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider. 

Strome recorded a goal and an assist before his injury, helping the 
Rangers build a 2-1 lead entering the third period. After sending a stellar 
cross-ice pass to Vitali Kravtsov for a power-play goal to knot the score 
1-1 in the first period, Strome buried a rebound off a K’Andre Miller shot 
just 39 seconds into the middle frame. 

But it was Chytil’s hat trick, which included the winner 2:06 into overtime 
on a power play, that anchored the Rangers win. 

“For me, it matters,” Chytil said of recording a hat trick in preseason. “Of 
course, it’s still goals, we won the game, it’s still preseason. Everyone 
can say it’s preseason, but for our confidence, it’s huge. We’re happy 
that we finished the preseason like this.” 

The 22-year-old Czech added that the preseason has been an important 
time for the Rangers to get reps together and get used to Gallant’s new 
system. At the beginning of training camp, Strome had pointed out that 
Gallant’s system is “a lot simpler.” 

“I agree with Stromer,” Chytil said. “We had [one system for] three years 
in a row, we had the same system and now, in three games, we have to 
change it. We have to change our mindset. Sometimes you just drive by 
our instincts and sometimes you forget what you should do now. 

“It was a good preseason for us and [we] just get ready for Wednesday.” 

Under Gallant, there is more freedom to just play, which deters players 
from thinking too much. Gallant emphasizes having his players execute, 
support the puck and police themselves. The 58-year-old is also much 
less hands-on and has more of an old-school approach than his 
predecessor, David Quinn. 

Gallant said he feels the Rangers’ learning curve with his system has 
gone well, noting that it’ll take time for the team to really get in sync. 

“Guys are just used to doing what they do and they’re a creature of habit 
when they do that all the time,” the coach said. “I don’t think it’s a big, big 
deal. It’s not a big, big difference, but it takes time and they’ve been good 
the last couple of games.” 
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Vitali Kravtsov makes impact in Rangers’ preseason win over Islanders 

 

By Mollie Walker 

October 9, 2021 10:46pm  Updated 

 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — Vitali Kravtsov was back in the Rangers’ lineup 
for their final preseason game Saturday night, a 5-4 overtime victory over 
the Islanders, after he had suffered a lower-body injury earlier this month. 

The 21-year-old winger scored a power-play goal in the first period, one-
timing a slick cross-ice feed from Ryan Strome past Islanders goaltender 
Ilya Sorokin to knot the score 1-1. Kravtsov skated on a line with Filip 
Chytil — who had a hat trick, including the game-winner on a power play 
— and Barclay Goodrow, and that trio is expected to be part of the 
opening-night squad Wednesday at Washington. 

“First game after injury, I think I feel a little bit better,” Kravtsov said after 
the win. “Nothing hurt. We worked hard, [had] effort. We played well.” 

Head coach Gerard Gallant previously said he didn’t expect Kravtsov’s 
injury to have a negative impact on his chances to secure a roster spot. 
Gallant said he planned to use Saturday’s game to further evaluate 
where Kravtsov best fits in the lineup. 

“And other players, too, it’s not just him” Gallant said prior to the game. 
“He hasn’t played many games because he got that minor lower-body 
[injury]. But he’s ready to go and he’s skated the last two days and looks 
real good. You evaluate all your players.” 

Alexandar Georgiev saved 14 of the 18 shots he faced, giving up two 
goals apiece to Anders Lee and Mathew Barzal, two thirds of the 
Islanders’ top line. The Bulgarian netminder was sharp while the Rangers 
were shorthanded and allowed just one power-play goal, by Lee in the 
third period. 

Additionally, Georgiev made an impressive save on Oliver Wahlstrom 
during a two-on-one Islanders rush at 16:28 of the second period. 

“Real good and solid,” Gallant said of the 25-year-old. “Not much chance 
on some of those goals they scored, but I thought he was solid.” 
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The Rangers’ power play went 3-for-5, which included Chytil’s overtime 
winner after Kaapo Kakko drew a tripping call on Barzal just 27 seconds 
into the extra five minutes. 

In addition to Kravtsov’s first-period power-play tally, Chytil scored while 
the Rangers had the man-advantage at 9:38 of the final frame before 
burying the OT winner at 2:06 with a 4-on-3 advantage. 

The Rangers recalled forward Greg McKegg ahead of Saturday’s game 
and he slotted in on the left wing of the fourth line next to Morgan Barron 
and Dryden Hunt. 
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Get ready for a complicated new TV season for the NHL 

 

By Neil Best 

neil.best@newsday.com  @sportswatch 

October 9, 2021 9:01 PM 

 

To answer your most pressing question first: Yes, if you are an Islanders 
or Rangers fan who does not subscribe to ESPN+ or Hulu, there will be 
games this season you cannot watch in your home. 

Ten of them, to be exact —six for the Islanders (the first being Nov. 16 
against the Panthers), four for the Rangers (the first being Nov. 26 
against the Bruins). 

That is a key wrinkle in the NHL’s new national TV contracts with ESPN 
and Turner, and one that at least in the short term figures not to sit well 
with many fans. 

But it is part of the new world of streaming live sports, and of ESPN’s 
push to expand that world, in this case using the NHL as a lure. (ESPN+ 
costs $70 a year or $7 a month.) 

ESPN’s overall NHL deal includes 103 exclusive national games — 10 
on ABC, 18 on ESPN and 75 on ESPN+ and Hulu. (All ABC games and 
two ESPN games will be simulcast on ESPN+.) 

Turner’s 50-game package will be on traditional cable television, mostly 
TNT, and not require a streaming subscription. 

In total, the Rangers have 13 exclusive games on national outlets and 
the Islanders have 12. 

The two companies will share playoff coverage — all of which will be on 
traditional cable or broadcast TV — and alternate showing the Stanley 
Cup Final over the next seven years, starting with ABC/ESPN. 

Another key aspect of the ESPN+ plan is more than 1,000 out-of-market 
games at no additional cost, which will replace the old (and far more 
expensive) NHL TV package. 

It will allow, say, a Blackhawks fan living on Long Island to watch that 
team’s games, other than when they are playing a New York-area team. 

"We saw this as a real opportunity for a very passionate fan base to be 
able to come to them with, hopefully, a good value proposition to say: 
This is going to be your one-stop shop for all things hockey," said Ilan 
Ben-Hanan, ESPN senior vice president of programming. 

"I think a lot of times people are waiting for the catch . . . It is the base 
package. If you have ESPN+, you will have the out-of-market hockey 
package. Full stop." 

This is going to take some getting used to for everyone after 16 years of 
NHL coverage on NBC. 

But simply put, there is only one way to watch every Rangers or 
Islanders game (not including Comcast customers who currently are 
without MSG in a carriage dispute.) 

Said Ben-Hanan, "If you’re a cable subscriber, let’s say in New York, you 
have access to ESPN and Turner and MSG through your cable 
subscription, and you have access to ESPN+ with your subscription, 
you’ll get it all." 

It will come at a price, though. 

Here are the basics for the regular season: 

**ABC: 10 games, mostly on Saturday afternoons starting in February, 
including the All-Star Game, three involving the Rangers and none the 
Islanders. 

**ESPN: 18 games, two involving the Islanders and one the Rangers. 

**ESPN+/Hulu: 75 exclusive games, on Tuesdays plus Fridays and later 
Thursdays, six involving the Islanders and four the Rangers, as well a 
simulcasts of every ABC game and two ESPN games. Additionally, there 
will be more than 1,000 non-exclusive out-of-market games on the digital 
service. 

ESPN announcers and analysts include Sean McDonough (lead play-by-
play man), Steve Levy, Bob Wischusen, John Buccigross, Leah Hextall, 
Ray Ferraro, Brian Boucher, Mark Messier, Chris Chelios, Kevin 
Weekes, Linda Cohn, Barry Melrose, Rick DiPietro, A.J. Mleczko, Cassie 
Campell-Pascall and Hilary Knight. 

**TNT: 50 games, mostly on Wednesdays, plus seven weeks of Sunday 
afternoons in March and April, four involving the Islanders and five the 
Rangers, starting Wednesday with the Rangers visiting the Capitals. 

**Other TNT games: NHL Winter Classic, NHL Stadium Series, NHL 
Heritage Classic 

TNT announcers and analysts include Kenny Albert (lead play-by-play 
man), Brendan Burke, Ed Olczyk, Darren Pang, Keith Jones, Wayne 
Gretzky, Anson Carter, Rick Tocchet and Paul Bissonnette. 
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A return of NHL hockey to ESPN gives staffers goosebumps 

 

By Neil Best 

neil.best@newsday.com  @sportswatch 

Updated October 9, 2021 11:05 PM 

 

Linda Cohn knew that Jimmy Pitaro was a hockey fan who grew up 
rooting for the Rangers, so when he visited employees in Los Angeles 
after being named president of ESPN in 2018, she was hopeful. 

"Then one of the first questions that was asked in this town hall meeting 
was, ‘Which property would you love to see ESPN get?’" Cohn recalled in 
an interview with Newsday. 

"He didn’t even blink. He didn’t even pause. He said, ‘The NHL rights,’ 
and he went on from there, and it was like, I got goosebumps. I’m 
serious. I got chills — positive chills. That’s when I believed it was going 
to happen." 
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It did, in the form of an announcement in March of a seven-year rights 
deal that was followed in April by a deal with Turner for the rest of the 
NHL’s national rights in the United States. 

Much about the ESPN contract is a radical departure from the NHL’s 16-
year run on NBC, most notably the fact 75 games will stream exclusively 
on ESPN+ or Hulu. 

That means that six Islanders and four Rangers games will be 
unavailable for home viewing for those who do not subscribe to one of 
those services as ESPN continues to build its digital arm. 

The NHL will get more than $600 million per season from its two 
American TV partners, and the league expected both to promote the 
sport as they do others in their rights portfolios. 

But beyond that, the new deal hit home on a personal level to many 
longtime ESPN employees who are hockey fans and never got over the 
network ceding the NHL to NBC in the mid-2000s. 

That includes Cohn, a Newfield High alumnus who was a goaltender at 
SUNY-Oswego and since 2018 has hosted a hockey show called "In the 
Crease" on ESPN+. 

"I kept the light on for the NHL [at ESPN]," she said, laughing. 

Now it is a spotlight, and she has plenty of company as her network 
gears up to show off its new toy. 

"I can’t wait to see how it all plays out," she said. "It’s going to be a 
super-duper wake-up call for the average hockey fan and the young 
hockey fan who doesn’t remember the last time it was on ESPN." 

Steve Levy, a fellow Long Islander and fellow Oswego alumnus, said, "As 
one of the longstanding hockey-loving members of ESPN, Tuesday night 
will be an emotional night for me. I remember how emotional it was when 
we lost hockey the last time. So being on both sides of that has really 
been quite an emotional rollercoaster." 

Levy and analyst Barry Melrose covered the Stanley Cup Final even 
when ESPN did not have rights to show it. Now they will be part of a 
large team. 

The Finals in 2022, ’24, ’26 and ’28 will be on ABC, and TNT has the 
event in odd-numbered years. 

Sean McDonough will be the lead play-by-play man for ESPN. Rangers 
radio announcer Kenny Albert is TNT’s lead play-by-play man, and its 
No. 2 team features Islanders TV announcer Brendan Burke. 

The NHL naturally wants both partners to succeed, and so do ESPN and 
Turner, although there figures to be a friendly rivalry between the two. 

"They’re going to a great job, and we’re going to try to do a greater job," 
Turner analyst Ed Olczyk said. "It’s great for the game." 

While many announcers on both networks are veterans of NBC’s hockey 
crew, McDonough mostly is known nationally for his work on other 
sports. 

Not to worry. He is another hockey true believer. He recalled growing up 
in Boston in the 1960s, "like every other kid on my block wanting to be 
Bobby Orr. I have been a passionate hockey fan my whole life." 

McDonough, a close friend of former Rangers coach David Quinn, first 
called college hockey for NESN in Boston in the fall of 1984, when he 
was fresh out of Syracuse University. 

ESPN and Turner hope to make splashes in their studios, too, with the 
former hiring Mark Messier as an analyst and the latter signing Wayne 
Gretzky. 

Hockey broadcasters and fans understand they are in the minority in the 
U.S., which tends to make them more protective of the sport — and more 
eager to promote and protect it. 

That came across loudly on a series of promotional news conferences 
ESPN and Turner conducted to spread the word. 

Said ESPN analyst Brian Boucher, "I grew up watching NHL hockey on 
ESPN, and for me this is surreal." 

Cohn said the new contract has "lit the fire" for even casual hockey fans 
at ESPN. "Honestly, if they’re not into it, they better get into it and realize 
the difference between Connor McDavid and David Pastrnak," she said. 

In addition to "In the Crease," Cohn has a hockey podcast with Emily 
Kaplan and will work occasional games as an intermission reporter. For 
Friday’s Wild-Ducks game she will report from between the benches. 

"I’m really pumped up for that," she said. "If you would ask me, what are 
you personally most excited for, what challenge, there’s no question, 
hands down, it’s going to be between the benches in Anaheim." 

Cohn sought advice from fellow goaltender Boucher, who did that job for 
NBC. 

"To have at this stage of my career a role that I would get butterflies over, 
that’s pretty cool," she said. "I’ll have to remind myself and pinch myself 
and say, ‘Linda, you’re not a spectator here. You actually have to work.’" 
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5 keys for the Islanders entering the 2021-22 NHL season 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.com  @AGrossNewsday 

Updated October 9, 2021 6:13 PM 

 

1. THE RETURN OF ANDERS LEE 

The captain has recovered from the torn right anterior cruciate ligament 
that ended last season for him on March 11. It’s easy to speculate that 
Lee’s net-front presence could have been the difference in the Islanders’ 
seven-game loss to the eventual Stanley Cup champion Lightning in the 
NHL semifinals. His return bolsters both Mathew Barzal’s top line and, 
theoretically, a power play that has struggled under coach Barry Trotz.  

2. SEMYON VARLAMOV’S HEALTH 

There’s no telling when the Islanders’ No. 1 goalie will make his regular-
season debut as unspecified soreness has kept him out of the lineup — 
and out of practices — throughout training camp. Trotz proclaims no 
concern that Varlamov’s absence will be long term and says the 
Islanders are just being cautious to make sure he’s healthy for the bulk of 
the long regular season. Still, a lot of the early-season work will fall to Ilya 
Sorokin.  

3. SURVIVING THE ROAD TRIP 

UBS Arena at Belmont Park is scheduled to host its first game on Nov. 
20. That leaves the Islanders with a daunting 13-game road trip over five 
weeks to open the season. True, they will return to New York several 
times during that span, but the Islanders were 11-13-4 on the road last 
season. A bad opening road trip would be a deep standings hole to 
overcome.  

4. WHAT DOES ZACH PARISE HAVE LEFT? 

The 37-year-old Parise, mainly a top-six forward throughout his career, 
signed a one-year deal after the Wild bought out the final four seasons of 
his 13-year, $98 million deal. He had only seven goals and 18 assists in 
45 games last season but will be in a more manageable third-line role 
and see power-play time. 
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5. KEEPING THE DEFENSEMEN FRESH 

Trotz essentially stuck with his top six last season. More depth may be 
crucial this season to keep future Hall of Famer Zdeno Chara, 44, and 
Andy Greene, 38, optimally productive throughout the season. 
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Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello still working to finalize the roster 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.com  @AGrossNewsday 

Updated October 9, 2021 5:01 PM 

 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — All 32 NHL teams must submit their initial 23-
player regular-season roster by Monday at 5 p.m. Expect Lou Lamoriello 
to continue working the phones right up until the last minute. 

The Islanders president and general manager is undoubtedly looking to 
maximize assets who could potentially be lost through waivers while also 
potentially looking to improve the team’s depth in advance of Thursday’s 
season-opener at Carolina. 

"He’s working the phones, checking with teams, trying to figure out what 
they might need versus what we might need," coach Barry Trotz said 
Saturday as the Islanders faced the Rangers at Webster Bank Arena in 
their preseason finale. "He’s not finished assembling the roster. He’s still 
trying to do some things. We’ll have to make some decisions by 
[Sunday]. Some guys might have to go on waivers." 

For instance, if Lamoriello is considering placing Kieffer Bellows on 
waivers in order to re-assign the former first-rounder to the Islanders’ 
AHL affiliate in Bridgeport, he might rather trade Bellows instead of risk 
losing him to a waiver claim. The same could be true of defense prospect 
Sebastian Aho. 

Or, Lamoriello might be seeing whether there’s a trade market for 
veterans such as Leo Komarov, who carries a salary-cap charge of $3 
million with one season remaining on his deal, or defenseman Thomas 
Hickey, who has a cap charge of $2.5 million in the final season of his 
deal. 

Lamoriello also must decide whether to offer a contract to journeyman 
defenseman Erik Gustafsson, who attended training camp on a 
professional tryout offer. Gustafsson had two, two-assist efforts in three 
preseason games and could fill the role as the team’s seventh 
defenseman. 

The salary cap ceiling is $81.5 million but the Islanders will be able to 
exceed that by $6 million when Johnny Boychuk is placed on long-term 
injured reserve. 
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Islanders give glimpse of likely starting lineup in preseason finale 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.com  @AGrossNewsday 

Updated October 9, 2021 11:05 PM 

 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — And here’s the Islanders’ starting lineup. 

OK, it’s certainly possible that things will change, if ever so slightly, 
before the Islanders open their regular season on Thursday night at 
Carolina. But the group coach Barry Trotz dressed for Saturday night’s 
chippy 5-4 overtime loss to the Rangers in the preseason finale at 
Webster Bank Arena is expected to be the same personnel deployed 
against the Hurricanes. 

"Very similar," Trotz said. "I’d say 98%, for sure." 

So with no set time line on when Semyon Varlamov (soreness) might be 
available, Ilya Sorokin made 17 saves in a less-than-stellar start, with 
Cory Schneider as his backup. The Rangers, without top forwards Chris 
Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin, went a troubling 3-for-5 on 
the power play. 

Mathew Barzal centered Anders Lee and right wing Kyle Palmieri, with 
Lee’s shot from the left circle giving the Islanders a 1-0 lead at 3:03 of the 
first period. His power-play goal at the crease off Palmieri’s feed tied it at 
3 at 7:41 of the third, and the captain also had the secondary assist on 
Barzal’s deflection of defenseman Noah Dobson’s shot to tie it at 2 at 
2:06 of the third period. Barzal’s goal with the Islanders skating six-on-
five with 50.3 seconds left in regulation tied it at 4. 

Brock Nelson was between Anthony Beauvillier and Josh Bailey, as 
usual. Zach Parise and Oliver Wahlstrom flanked Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 
Casey Cizikas’ identity line with Cal Clutterbuck was joined by Ross 
Johnston as Matt Martin (ankle) missed all five preseason games. 

Johnston was the only Islander to play in all five. 

"I think they’re pretty similar," Clutterbuck said of Johnston and Martin. "I 
just think Marty is a little older and further along. Ross is also a little bit 
bigger and still looking to be real physical. His game has come a long 
way." 

Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock remained the top defense pair. Future 
Hall of Famer Zdeno Chara partnered with Dobson, and Dobson’s former 
partner, Andy Greene, skated with Scott Mayfield. 

"We rotate quite a bit on the back end anyway," said Greene, who played 
in his first preseason game. That was true during the nearly seven-
minute stretch Mayfield missed in the second period after blocking a shot 
with his left leg. 

The cancellation of the Islanders’ game against the Devils on Thursday 
night because of a power outage at Prudential Center altered Trotz’s 
lineup plans and end-of-camp evaluations. Decisions on forwards Kieffer 
Bellows, Michael Dal Colle, Anatolii Golyshev and perhaps Leo Komarov 
and Richard Panik, and defensemen Erik Gustafsson, Thomas Hickey, 
Sebastian Aho and Robin Salo, still must be made. 

All but Salo must pass through waivers in order to be reassigned to the 
Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport. Hickey and Panik were placed on 
waivers Saturday. 

It’s possible that, despite the long look at Johnston, either Panik — if he 
remains with the team — or Komarov could be used in Martin’s spot. Or 
that Martin could be ready by Thursday. 

"We’re going to have to make some decisions and live with them," Trotz 
said. "It’s more important to get ready for the season than get that 14th 
forward or eighth defenseman in line." 

Trotz has not indicated whether the Islanders will start the season with 14 
forwards or eight defensemen. 

Either way, Saturday night’s lineup meant one thing to the players. 
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"I think you get excited that it usually means training camp is coming to 
an end," Clutterbuck said. "Especially the last couple of years, we’ve 
been excited about our team. I think we have been throughout training 
camp. I don’t think seeing the lineup on the board tonight really changes 
that." 
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They won't say it, but it's Stanley Cup or bust for Islanders 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.com  @AGrossNewsday 

Updated October 9, 2021 10:11 AM 

 

The Islanders won’t say it. They can’t say it. Not when they’ve been so 
indoctrinated to focus on just one (choose from the following: day, 
practice, shift, period, game) at a time. 

But it’s Stanley Cup-or-bust time for the franchise as it moves into the 
$1.1 billion UBS Arena at Belmont Park after back-to-back losses in the 
NHL semifinals, both times to the eventual Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning. 

The season opener is Thursday at Carolina as the Islanders open with a 
daunting 13-game road trip. 

"I don’t think about anything other than the group we have," president 
and general manager Lou Lamoriello said before training camp opened 
when asked about getting over the playoff hump. "They’re coming in with 
experience and they’re coming in with the same intensity they’ve had the 
last couple of years to be the best team they possibly can be. Not really 
thinking about the end result." 

Still, this essentially is the same group — minus two key players but with 
healthy captain Anders Lee back in the lineup after his right knee injury 
— that took the Lightning to the brink before losing Game 7, 1-0, at 
Tampa Bay. The Seattle Kraken selected top-line right wing Jordan 
Eberle in the expansion draft and puck-moving defenseman Nick Leddy 
was traded to the Red Wings to help alleviate a salary-cap crunch. 

"I would say that last season, after the [playoff] bubble, we came into 
camp extremely motivated and confident in our game," defenseman 
Adam Pelech said. "I think that has only increased going into this year. 
Everyone was itching to get back here. It was a short summer, which was 
nice. We didn’t have to dwell on [the loss to the Lightning] for too long. I 
think everyone has that motivation and that confidence in this group and 
what we can accomplish. It’s just taking that step up." 

The Islanders have qualified for the playoffs in all three seasons under 
Lamoriello and coach Barry Trotz. The franchise has not reached the 
postseason in four straight years since their run of making the playoffs 
each season from 1975-88, which included four Cups. 

"Playing the last two seasons and in the conference finals, those are 
experiences and games you can’t teach," Mathew Barzal said. "Once you 
go through and you’ve been that deep, you understand what it takes to 
win." 

Lamoriello re-signed right wing Kyle Palmieri to a four-year, $20 million 
deal. He also signed free agents Zach Parise — bought out of the final 
four seasons of his 13-year, $98 million deal by the Wild — and 
defenseman Zdeno Chara, who won one Cup in 14 seasons as the 
Bruins’ captain before spending last season with the Capitals. Both 
Chara, 44, and Parise, 37, signed one-year deals. 

The Islanders entered last season with an average age of 27.8, around 
the median for the NHL. 

They now skew very much toward being one of the league’s oldest 
teams. 

Still, at the very least, they should head into the regular season as strong 
favorites to win the Metropolitan Division as the NHL returns to an 82-
game schedule following back-to-back altered and truncated seasons 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The immediate task is navigating the long road trip, a necessity to allow 
construction to be completed on UBS Arena, which is scheduled to host 
its first game on Nov. 20. 

"We just take it game by game," Casey Cizikas said. "That’s been our 
mentality from Day 1. It doesn’t matter who we’re playing, our focus is 
playing our game and getting to our game right off the hop. Yeah, the 
Metro has always been a good division. It’s always been tough. But that 
just challenges you to get better and bring your ‘A’ game every single 
night." 

Cizikas can’t say it. But it’s Stanley Cup or bust for these Islanders. 
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Richard Panik, Thomas Hickey Waived by New York Islanders Ahead of 
Preseason Finale 

 

Published 8 hours ago on October 9, 2021 

By Christian Arnold  

 

BRIDGEPORT, C.T. — The New York Islanders slimmed down their 
lineup even further on Saturday, hours before the Isles hosted the New 
York Rangers in their final preseason game of the year. Thomas Hickey 
and Richard Panik were both placed on waivers with the two destined for 
AHL Bridgeport if they clear. 

Hickey wasn’t expected to make the Islanders roster, but Richard Panik 
had been battling for a roster spot to be one of the team’s extra forwards. 
Islanders head coach Barry Trotz had looked at Richard Panik in different 
parts of the lineup, including having him practice with the fourth line and 
play in the top six of the roster. 

The Islanders fielded a roster on Saturday that consisted of about 98 
percent of the team that will take the ice on Thursday for the season 
opener. Trotz had expected to get one more look at some of the bubble 
players on Thursday when the Islanders faced off against the New 
Jersey Devils. 

“We just have to make a decision right or wrong. We’re going to have to 
make some decisions,” Trotz said Saturday morning. “It’s more important 
to get ready for the season. Get that 14th forward or the eighth 
defenseman in line. I think there’s a good group of guys and they’re hard 
to separate, so there’s not that much between all of them. We’re just 
going to have to make a decision and live with it.” 

The Islanders have until 5 p.m. on Monday to submit their rosters for 
opening night, which means Trotz and general manager Lou Lamoriello 
still have a little time to narrow down the roster before the deadline. 

Among those that are battle for a spot up front and still with the Islanders 
are Leo Komarov, Ross Johnston and Kieffer Bellows. On the blue line, 
Robin Salo and Sebastian Aho are both still with the team. 
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Islanders Barry Trotz Unworried Over Aatu Raty Development with 
Karpat 

 

Published 16 hours ago on October 9, 2021 

By Christian Arnold  

 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz didn’t appear to be overly 
concerned about the news that Aatu Raty was scratched for the second 
consecutive game with Karpat on Saturday. 

Raty started the year with the Islanders on Long Island for training camp 
before he was returned to Finland on September 30. The 18-year-old 
appeared in his first game of the season for his Liiga club on Wednesday 
when he centered Karpat’s third line. 

However, Raty was a scratch on Friday for Karpat and then was 
scratched again on Saturday for their following game. Word of the 
prospect failing to play in consecutive games reverberated around social 
media Saturday morning. 

“He’s playing on a very good hockey team,” Trotz said Saturday morning 
ahead of the Islanders preseason game in Bridgeport. “Obviously he just 
got back there. They probably have got things a little bit set in terms of 
how they started guys with their training camp. He’s a good hockey 
player. He’s probably going to be on a World Junior team. For now, I’m 
not too worried about his development.” 

Aatu Raty was selected by the Islanders 52nd overall in this year’s draft 
and impressed the coaching staff during his stint in training camp. Raty 
had been projected to be a high draft pick, but after a down season, his 
stock fell. 

Part of the problem for Raty was the depth that Karpat had which limited 
his playing time. 

“He’s got all the tools and they must have a really good team for him to 
be a healthy scratch,” Trotz said. “He’s a terrific kid, so there’s no reason 
not to play him.” 

Trotz said that he hadn’t kept his eye on the situation as much with roster 
decisions looming for the Islanders. He was certain that general manager 
Lou Lamoriello and the development staff have been monitoring Raty’s 
development since he returned to Finland. 
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Consistent Linemates will Impact Play of Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Isles 
Third Line This Season 

 

Published 19 hours ago on October 9, 2021 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz did not consistently dress 
the same linemates alongside Jean-Gabriel Pageau last season. With 
the injury to Anders Lee, Pageau saw a revolving door to his left and his 
right as Trotz trusted Pageau to play consistently through the chaotic 
situation. 

Despite a solid campaign, with 14 goals and 14 assists in 54 games, 
Pageau never had the chance to develop the chemistry that he needed 
to take his game to another level. 

Trotz, the Islanders, and most importantly Pageau can breathe a sigh of 
relief since that won’t be an issue this season. 

It’s been pretty clear since Day 1 of training camp who would make up 
that third line. Pageau will remain the center with Oliver Wahlstrom on 
one side and Zach Parise on the other. 

The newest member of the Islanders in Parise was brought in on a one-
year deal to fill a void in the starting lineup. When top-line winger Jordan 
Eberle was selected by the Seattle Kraken in the expansion draft, signing 
Kyle Palmieri became much-more important. 

Palmieri ultimately re-signed and slotted into Eberle’s spot on the top 
line. That meant the Islanders were looking to add depth-forward. When 
Parise hit the market following his buyout from the Minnesota Wild, it 
seemed like a match made in heaven. 

Parise is the definition of a Trotz-type player. The 16-year veteran is a 
grinder, using his speed, strength and hard-working mentality to make 
him successful on the ice. More importantly, his willingness to be 
responsible in his own zone makes him a perfect fit in Trotz’s system. 

He can provide offense on the power play, a need for this club, and 
Parise can be trusted enough to play on the penalty kill. 

Pageau and Parise have already been working with one another during 
camp and established a bit of chemistry during that time. 

Wahlstrom is fresh off a breakout season, where the rookie showcased 
the offensive tools he has in his arsenal. The 11th overall pick back in 
2018 collected 21 points in 44 games with his shoot-first mentality. 

That mindset separated Wahlstrom from many of his teammates. For a 
team that lacked consistent offense, Wahlstrom was a bright light and 
Pageau played a part in that production. 

After Wahlstrom began getting more consistent playing time, the benefits 
to the third line at the time were noticeable, especially for an Islanders 
offense that struggled to produce. 

The already developed chemistry between Pageau and Wahlstrom 
should only blossom even more in year two. And throwing Parise into the 
mix shouldn’t cause any issues since he’s someone who understands 
Pageau’s mindset. 

Wahlstrom seemed like a shoo-in to remain alongside Pageau and 
Parise this season. Trotz told the media that Wahlstrom was not having 
the best of camps and needed to see more from his rising star, which 
shredded some doubt about how safe Wahlstrom’s position was in the 
lineup. 

Despite the callout from his head coach, Wahlstrom’s job should be fine 
given the abundance of potential offense that he possesses. 

A youngster on a Trotz team needs to earn every minute he sees. Jean-
Gabriel Pageau now has another dynamic player like himself, which will 
also open the ice for Wahlstrom. 

The importance of having three capable scorers on a line was evident 
last year in a different way. On the top line, Barzal had the opposite 
problem as he took the brunt of the focus from other teams with Eberle 
struggling and Komarov not known as an offensive threat. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau is Cizikas-like in the energy he brings to the lineup. 
But energy only takes a player so far, as they need linemates to produce. 
A facilitator, as well as a scoring threat, Pageau will be able to get the 
puck to two capable scorers. 
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Watching Pageau’s play from last season one common theme emerged. 
He was not on the ice with the linemates he was put with to start the 
game, whether it was elongated, overlapping shifts or in-game lineup 
tweaks by Trotz, which he does from time to time. 

Both Pageau and Parise have been consistent over their NHL careers, 
which should lead to a consistent output this year. 

Wahlstrom should never have to worry about getting chances and it will 
be up to him to finish them off and become a more consistent threat in a 
full 82-games, his first full NHL season. 

Trotz stated that this is the deepest Islander team he has had over his 
tenure. Pageau now has the pieces alongside him to be dynamic and 
help his line pull their weight in what will be a grueling year, 
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Canadiens prospect Kaiden Guhle surprised he's still in camp 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Oct 09, 2021 

 

Guhle is the only junior age player remaining in the Canadiens training 
camp and coach Dominique Ducharme said he’s weighing the pros and 
cons of keeping the 19-year-old when the opening-day rosters are 
revealed at 5 p.m on Monday. 

On one hand, Ducharme pointed to the experience of Nick Suzuki, who 
benefitted from an extra year in junior. 

“A young guy like this, the experiences you can gain from going to the 
World Juniors, or going through a season, being a leader, and playing a 
lot of minutes, or going deep in the playoffs, things like that, those times 
don’t come back,” Ducharme said. “You never can go back to 18 or 19. 
Those things you gain at that age, you cannot gain that anywhere else.” 

On the other hand, Guhle has played well in the pre-season, displaying 
poise that is unexpected from a young player, particularly one who was 
limited to five games last season because of COVID restrictions and a 
hand injury. His chances of sticking around are further complicated 
because there are currently eight healthy defencemen in camp — the 
injured Joel Edmundson is a few weeks away — and Ducharme admitted 
it doesn’t made sense to keep Guhle if there’s no room for him in the top 
six. 

“To keep a young guy, he needs to be involved and play,” Ducharme 
said. “That doesn’t mean playing 82 games. Sometimes, a kid needs to 
take a step back. But to help the progression, you need that time on the 
ice.” 

Guhle, who was a first-round draft pick (16th overall) in 2020, said he 
wants  to stay in Montreal but knows it’s not his decision. 

“I’m just trying to work hard in practice every day and just trying to get 
better every day,” said Guhle. “That’s all that you can really do. I’m just 
trying to take it one practice at a time and do my best.” 

Guhle was on the fourth pair alongside Finn Sami Niku at practice in 
Brossard on Saturday. Niku, who was added to the camp roster after he 
was released by the Winnipeg Jets, is hoping the coaches notice his hard 
work in practice because he played less than a period in the pre-season. 
He suffered a concussion when he was driven in to the boards by 
Ottawa’s Josh Norris. 

While Ducharme quickly settled on his forward lines, the Canadiens 
experimented on defence, playing youngsters alongside veterans. There 
was a more conventional look Saturday with Brett Kulak joining Jeff 
Petry, while Ben Chiarot played with David Savard and Alexander 
Romanov was with Chris Wideman. 

With only two more practices before the season opener in Toronto on 
Wednesday, Ducharme said he would be looking for more intensity on 
defence throughout his lineup. Goaltenders Jake Allen and Samuel 
Montembeault surrendered 17 goals in their last eight periods, but  
Ducharme said the entire team had to share the blame. 

There were some injury updates Saturday. 

Ducharme said Cédric Paquette (groin) will resume practising Monday. 
He’ll likely start the season on the injured reserve list, which means Ryan 
Poehling will be the 13th forward to start. He was the only extra forward 
at practice Saturday after Jesse Ylonen was sent to Laval. 

Mike Hoffman is expected to skate with the team the week after next as 
he continues to recover from a lower-body injury. That means he’ll miss 
at least the first three games of the regular season. 

Edmundson (undisclosed injury) is a week behind Hoffman and there’s 
no timetable for defenceman Mattias Norlinder, who will likely return to 
Frolunda in the Swedish League when he’s healthy. He suffered what 
was described as an undisclosed minor injury in the pre-season opener 
against Toronto, but he had an MRI a few days later. 

The Canadiens have a day off Sunday and will practise in Brossard on 
Monday and Tuesday before flying to Toronto. 
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The Athletic / Tucker Tynan’s hockey career was supposed to be over. 
Now he’s back, and the NHL is in sight 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

 

ST. CATHARINES, Ont. — “Starting in goal, wearing No. 1, welcome 
back Tuck-er Ty-nan!” 

When Niagara IceDogs public address announcer Rod Mawhood 
introduced Tucker Tynan to the Meridian Centre crowd at Saturday 
night’s home opener, the 3,276 fans in attendance rose from their seats 
and cheered his name, crescendoing louder than they had for each of the 
names that preceded his. 

Tynan stepped out of the tunnel, raising his stick to salute them. Then he 
took his place on the blue line while his captains were introduced behind 
him, and he got back into a familiar, now no longer distant, routine. And 
when the anthems were done, he retreated to his home net for the first 
time in 667 days. 

The moment — that welcome back — happened quickly. Almost as if 
Tynan, who is notoriously recluse, wanted it to be that way. 

But he was back, and that was no small thing. Not to him. Not to his 
teammates, or the fans, or anyone else who was there, all those days 
ago, as he lay in a different crease in London and trainers rushed to save 
his life. And not to his mom, Ruth, back home in Chicago watching on 
TV, or any of the army of doctors and physical therapists who helped him 
get to back in the crease, a place he was told nearly 22 months earlier, 
when he came out of surgery at St. Catharines General Hospital, that 
he’d never return to. Not to general manager Joey Burke, high above the 
crowd. Not to head coach Billy Burke, nearby on the bench. 
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“It’s a nice moment for everybody to really applaud a young man who 
faced adversity that not a lot of people ever do and was able to get back 
up from it,” Billy said. “And on top of everything else, to have earned the 
starting job here after what he went through is an amazing 
accomplishment.” 

Nobody who was there on Dec. 12, 2019, in London as Hunter Skinner 
crashed into Tynan, pushing him back into his net and slicing open his 
leg, will ever forget the scene. 

Those quiet, fragile moments, as then-IceDogs athletic therapist Chris 
Trivieri (who has since been hired by the AHL’s Abbotsford Canucks) 
sprinted to him, found the wound, applied pressure with towels to slow 
the pooling of blood and waited for his equipment manager, Nick Hornby, 
to bring him the tourniquet, are etched in all of their memories. The 
calming presence of veteran London Knights athletic therapist Doug 
Stacey. Teammate Adrien Beraldo, stepping in to help cut off his goalie’s 
equipment. Strength coach Nick Tamburri and referees Patrick Myers 
and Quincy Evans following direction and doing their part. All of it. 

But these days, Tynan tries not to think about it, choosing to block out the 
pain and the adrenaline that overcame him as the hockey world stopped 
around him. He’s been doing that for a long time now, too. 

In the days, weeks, months and now years since, he has tried to do just 
two things: look forward and beat the odds. 

That never made it any easier, as he relearned to walk and began the 
gruelling rehab process that eventually brought him back to Niagara after 
not one, but two surgeries (he had a second one in March 2020 when 
orthopedic surgeon Dr. Bradley Dunlap feared the muscles weren’t 
healing properly). 

Though he beat every timeline doctors set out for him throughout his 
recovery, it was still painstaking and slow as he worked from being 
bedridden, to crutches, to a walking brace, to stretching, to twirls around 
the ice in player skates, and then eventually full goalie gear in sessions 
with his longtime goalie coach Oliver Freji, as he tried to rebuild strength 
in his weak leg and get comfortable again with the goalie mechanics that 
had previously been second nature to him. 

“It was like, ‘When is this going to end?’” Ruth said of the process, which 
she added was made worse by the pandemic. “And after the second 
surgery, that made it more uncertain. It wasn’t easy, but he pushed and 
he pushed. It was a long journey. He worked so hard. Even though one 
day doctors told him he wasn’t going to play again, he didn’t believe it. 
It’s amazing. He believed in himself, he knew where he was, and as his 
mother, I could only try to support him with everything. I wasn’t in his 
situation or feeling his pain. I was feeling his pain in my own way, but I 
was not actually in his shoes. I’m just so proud of him.” 

Throughout, he also did what he calls “mental training” work that kept him 
focussed on the future instead of wallowing in what was lost (which 
included, in all likelihood, getting picked in the 2020 NHL Draft). 

“I just kept moving forward. I just put my head down and went to work. I 
had to,” Tynan said on a phone call with The Athletic a day before his 
return to the Meridian Centre, crediting people like Freji, whom he calls 
“not just a coach but a friend and a companion,” for keeping him going. 

Eventually, his persistence got him an invite late last season to practice 
and skate with the AHL’s Iowa Wild. Though he didn’t get into games 
with the Wild (something he says he “would have liked for it to turn out 
better”), that experience allowed him to build into the summer intent on 
making a full return to action for the 2021-2022 OHL season. 

His first real game followed it at USA Hockey’s World Junior Summer 
Showcase in Plymouth, Mich., where he played just one period, stopping 
seven of nine shots against Team Sweden. 

In Chicago, he also skated in a camp that Freji invited him to that 
included most of the area’s NHL players, including Blackhawks stars 
Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews. 

“The biggest thing is just knowing confidence-wise that I’m there and I 
can compete at those levels. This summer gave me that confidence,” 
Tynan said. “So now I just have to put my head down, go to work and get 
back on top.” 

When Tynan arrived in Niagara in August and got on the Meridian Centre 
ice for the first time since the injury, the Burkes were more nervous for it 
than he was. 

“From Day 1 of training camp, it was in the front of our minds having him 
at that end of the rink,” Billy Burke said. “It’s something that I talked to 
him about to see if he had any reservations, and right away it was, ‘No, 
let’s go, it doesn’t matter, I don’t care what end of the rink I’m in, let’s 
play.’ He has done a great job of getting over any mental blocks, and 
then for us, from the coaches and the teammates who were there, it was 
just awesome to see him back. It was one of those bigger-than-sports, 
bigger-than-life moments.” 

Back home, Ruth gets anxious every time players crowd into her son’s 
crease. 

“I get nervous, but I try to stay positive. That’s one thing I’ve learned from 
him,” said Ruth, who was disappointed not to be able to be in attendance 
Saturday due to border restrictions. 

When Tynan took the net for his first preseason game back with the team 
Sept. 19 and the first player crashed into him, Joey Burke held his 
breath, too. 

But Tynan just bounces right back up. 

“I don’t have any hesitation. That play that happened is a normal play, it 
happens a few times a game. It’s going to happen more. It’s a physical 
game. You can’t be scared. You just have to play it how it is,” Tynan said. 

So when he posted a shutout in that preseason debut, nobody was 
surprised. 

They weren’t surprised a couple of weeks later when he stopped 25 of 26 
shots (a .962 save percentage) in the IceDogs’ first game of the regular 
season, a 4-1 road win against the Barrie Colts. 

“He’s an unbelievably strong guy mentally. You can see that he’s 
completely unfazed by returning to action. When the game pace picks 
up, it doesn’t bother him at all. He’s a funny guy that way where he’s so 
strong mentally that nothing bothers him. It’s not even something that 
he’s thinking about,” Joey Burke said. 

“To go from two years ago when we’re in the hospital there and the 
doctor’s telling him he’ll never play again and might have issues running 
again, to him returning 22 months later in full form and fully healthy, and 
really right back to when he was his strongest, is really incredible. It has 
been such a long road for Tucker, and we couldn’t be happier to have 
him back. It almost looks from our end that he hasn’t missed a beat.” 

They weren’t surprised Saturday when he stopped 32 of 34 shots (a .941 
save percentage) in a 3-2 shootout win, including two breakaway saves 
on Bruins prospect Brett Harrison in overtime, and stops on four more 
shots in a six-round shootout. 

And they certainly weren’t surprised when he was named the game’s first 
star. 

“We were hopeful that he would be back and be ready to be his old self. 
And then once we brought him on the ice, he exceeded even our wildest 
expectations,” Billy Burke added. “Not only is he back to where he was, 
but he appears to have taken a step. There is no hesitation, no hang-ups. 
His mental strength and commitment is really second to none, and he 
has really relied on that to help him get back to where he is now.” 

To each of them, and to his teammates within the dressing room, 
Tynan’s an inspiration. 

“The guys know the difficult road he has been on and the courage it 
takes to come back. They know that it doesn’t get much worse than it did 
for Tucker Tynan and here we are 22 months later, and he’s back to 
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health and ready to go,” Joey said. “And then even more than that, 
having him in the net elevates us as a unit so much. We’ve got that 
confidence when he’s back there that nothing’s going to beat him and we 
can win any night. That’s something that we’ve been missing with him out 
due to the injury. So really, at all levels, he inspires these guys.” 

The Burkes are also confident that Tynan’s return to the net will be 
followed by renewed NHL interest, whether for a contract or a selection 
as a re-entry player into the 2022 NHL Draft. 

“We were all hopeful that someone would select him late in 2020 just 
based on the body of work and hoping that he would recover. But now 
that he has, with the role we expect him to play this year, there’s not a 
doubt in my mind that he’s going to play himself right back onto all of the 
NHL radars,” Joey Burke said. “We feel he has an NHL future in him still. 
I think he’s going to turn a lot of heads again this year, like he did two 
years ago.” 

For Tynan, that’s what his comeback has to be all about. That’s what all 
of the pain and all of the hours have to be about. 

“It’s pretty special to get back into games and get another opportunity like 
this,” Tynan said. “In my opinion, I was one of the top goalies in the CHL, 
not just the OHL (before the injury). If you look at guys who were drafted 
and are now in the professional ranks, it’s frustrating to see that, because 
they were guys that I outperformed. But I can’t control that. You just have 
to trust in yourself that you can play at that level, play as hard as you 
can, do your best and keep moving up. That’s all I can do. And I will.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 Maple Leafs Notes: Keefe throws challenge at Travis 
Dermott 

 

Staff 

 

TORONTO – In public and in private, Sheldon Keefe has issued a 
challenge to Travis Dermott. 

"I'm still waiting — and I've had this conversation with Travis — for him to 
take that next step," Keefe said Saturday, prior to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs’ 4-1 preseason cruise over the Ottawa Senators. 

"Right now, he's still in that mix with [Rasmus] Sandin and [Timothy] 
Liljegren. And at this stage, he wants to be a guy who's more established 
and taking that step. We're still looking for that." 

Yikes. A polite and measured yikes. But still: a yikes. 

Sandin is 21 years old with 37 career NHL games on his resume. 

Liljegren is 22 with 13 games. 

Both prospects spent chunks of last season with the Marlies and on the 
taxi squad. Both had rocky roads to the 2021-22 Leafs opening roster, 
battling through injuries in a pandemic. 

Dermott is 24 with 208 big-league games. He was just awarded a two-
year, $3-million extension over the summer. 

He missed some preseason action dealing with a calf issue and skated at 
least three fewer minutes than all other Leafs defenders in Saturday’s 
dress rehearsal (14:11). He threw one hit and had two giveaways. 

By this point in his development, the Newmarket, Ont. native should be 
entrenched as the fifth-best defenceman, pushing to crack the top four. 

Yet his head coach currently views him as one of three options for his 
bottom pair and a secondary penalty killer. 

"Certainly, he brings value to our group in the five, six hole," Keefe 
explained. "He has played higher in the lineup when needed and has 
done a pretty good job, but I think he would like to get to the point where 
that's something that's consistent — and we haven't got to that point yet." 

Night in and night out, the Maple Leafs are looking for Dermott to make 
smart decisions on retrievals and clears, pinches and passes. They want 
him to take ownership of that chunk of penalty-kill minutes vacated by 
bruising Zach Bogosian, who rejoined the defending champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning. And play more physical — which is not the most natural 
jump for a 5-foot-11 smooth skater who piled up points as a puck-moving 
playmaker in junior. 

“You're looking for a young player to really latch onto a role and an 
identity of what they're bringing to the team," Keefe said. 

Last season it was more accomplished defenders — Bogosian and, for a 
spell, Mikko Lehtonen — blocking Dermott’s path up the depth chart. 

This season, it’s the kids catching him from behind. 

Urgency is in the air early. 

Dermott must establish himself, or else he could slip to seventh D-man 
status. 

“A shorter deal is better for me now. Personally, I feel like I still have a lot 
to prove to myself, to everyone,” Dermott said upon signing his two-year, 
$3-million contract. 

“It's nice to get two years where I can kind of bear down for two years 
and see what I can see what I can do with myself and the team.” 

The clock is ticking. 

Mikheyev injury could affect roster cuts 

Skating on John Tavares’ line in a prime opportunity to snatch a top-six 
role out of camp, Ilya Mikheyev fell awkwardly and suffered a hand injury 
partway through Saturday’s game. 

The winger did not return to action, and Keefe said it looks like it could be 
a long-term ailment. 

Expect an update Monday. 

Also Monday — by 5 p.m. ET — all teams must be cap compliant. 

As always, the Maple Leafs will be tight to the ceiling. Depending on the 
length of time Mikheyev could miss, his injury might allow the club to 
hang on to a forward it might otherwise have demoted to the Marlies. 

Stay tuned. 

Nylander ‘embracing’ expanded role 

Prior to this preseason, when was the last time William Nylander can 
recall getting tapped to kill penalties? 

“It was during practice in Vancouver [last April], the day after I missed 
that meeting,” Nylander said Saturday, with a sheepish smile. 

Uh, does Nylander think that was a coincidence? 

“I don’t know, but it had been a while since I’d done it before that. I 
couldn’t tell you when.” 

Well, Nylander has now killed penalties, as a secondary forward option, 
in each of his 2021-22 exhibition appearances. John Tavares got a PK 
look Saturday — something he has not done with any regularity since 
leaving Long Island. And Keefe is open to giving Auston Matthews some 
4-on-5 time, too. 

The coach is pleased that the offence-leaning Nylander embraced the 
expanded role as soon as the idea was broached. 
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“When I spoke with him about it, he had no doubts and no questions. He 
was ready go. He's been attentive in the meetings; he's asked questions. 
So it's been really good,” said Keefe, before adding a qualifier. “These 
are the kind of things preseason is for. Once we get rolling here in the 
regular season, we'll see how it all shakes out.” 

Nylander won’t be a primary PK option. But in games when a string of 
kills are needed or if, say, Mitch Marner or Alexander Kerfoot were to get 
injured, the staff wants multiple capable options. 

“So, we just have this opportunity [in exhibition] to gain that confidence 
that they can do it, and that the coaches believe in them,” Keefe said. 

“That's a really healthy thing for our team.” 

Updated Maple Leafs lineup prediction for Opening Night 

Ritchie – Matthews*(wrist) – Marner 

Bunting – Tavares – Nylander 

Engvall – Kämpf – Kase 

Spezza – Kerfoot – Simmonds 

Extra: Brooks 

Injured: Mikheyev 

Rielly – Brodie 

Muzzin – Holl 

Sandin – Dermott 

Extra: Liljegren 

Campbell 

Mrazek 

(*health permitting) 

One-Timers: Defenceman Alex Biega and forward Kurtis Gabriel were 
placed on waivers Saturday. If your team needs a feisty energy guy, you 
could do a lot worse than Gabriel on a one-year, $750,000 deal. Keefe 
on Biega: "He’s a great veteran player. By all accounts, anybody I have 
spoken to or anyone in our organization before the decision to sign him is 
that he’s just the consummate pro, ultimate teammate, works extremely 
hard every day.”… Big power-play goal for Pierre Engvall Saturday. 
Fighting for a role on the club, he has three preseason markers in two 
games played ... No Thomas Chabot or Brady Tkachuk in the Sens 
lineup, but new Leafs assistant Dean Chenoweth's aggressive penalty kill 
looked strong, going a perfect four-for four ... Does Connor Brown ever 
play a bad game against the Leafs?... Toronto finishes the preseason 
with a 5-1 record. “We’re ready to rock,” Morgan Rielly confirmed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 21 questions we're asking ahead of the 2021-22 NHL 
season 

 

Emily Sadler 

October 9, 2021, 1:13 PM 

 

With a brand new NHL season comes a clean sheet of ice and a fresh 
batch of storylines ready to unfold. 

And questions. Many questions. Every year, a lot of the same ones 
appear -- questions like, Whose rebuild will take the biggest leap 
forward? and How many trades might we see? and Who's left standing at 
the end of it all? and, of course, We're all about to underestimate the 
New York Islanders again, aren't we? (Just me? Oh. Sorry.) 

That's what's so much fun about a brand new season of NHL hockey. 
Parity reigns, always. Windows of contention bust wide open and others 
slam shut. Anything can happen. With this year being our first 82-game 
schedule since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the upcoming 
campaign brings all at once the feeling of a return to normalcy as well as 
an ever-present uncertainty. 

Some players will be crowned Olympic champions by season's end, with 
the NHL slated to break for the Games this winter after not participating 
in 2018. 

This year brings a historic first, too: a 32nd franchise, as the Seattle 
Kraken make their long-awaited debut in the Pacific Division while the 
Arizona Coyotes are shuffled into the powerful Central. 

Some of our questions will be answered. Others will inevitably just 
prompt more queries. Let's dig in, enjoy the ride, and learn a thing or two 
along the way. 

1. Can the Tampa Bay Lightning pull off the three-peat? 

The last team to win back-to-back-to-back championships was the Al 
Arbour-led New York Islanders, who matched Montreal’s four straight 
Stanley Cups to close out the 1970's with four of their own to open up the 
‘80s in equally dominant fashion. 

If Tampa Bay is to earn its third consecutive Cup, they’ll have to do so 
without the clutch third line of Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow, whose excellent play in Tampa priced them right out of town 
(or, in Gourde’s case, caught the eye of Seattle). 

2. How much closer can Ovechkin get to Gretzky’s 894? 

Sixteen seasons into his incredible career, Alex Ovechkin has 730 
regular season goals to his name. That’s 164 more than the next current 
NHLer on the all-time list (Patrick Marleau, sitting 50th, has 566) and it 
just so happens that he needs 164 more if he’s to catch Wayne Gretzky’s 
historic tally of 894 for the NHL’s all-time goals record. 

Currently sitting sixth on that list, a healthy Ovechkin would be poised to 
move up the ranking pretty quickly over the course of the next 82 games: 
One more goal ties him with Marcel Dionne for fifth all-time; 10 more after 
that, and he shares fourth place with Brett Hull. A 37-goal season – 
which, let’s be honest, would feel like a low output considering Ovi’s track 
record -- would be enough to leapfrog Jaromir Jagr and finish 2021-22 in 
sole possession of third all-time behind just Gordie Howe (801) and The 
Great One. 

But, for the first time in those 16 illustrious seasons, injuries just might 
play a factor. The 36-year-old Capitals captain left his team's pre-season 
finale against Philadelphia on Friday night with a lower-body injury and is 
set to be examined further Saturday. 

If the issue doesn't sideline him for a significant stretch of the season, the 
countdown will be on for Ovechkin to hunt down history (and, of course, 
another Stanley Cup or two). An average of 33 goals per season until 
he’s 40 would get him there. 

3. How will COVID shape this season? 

This will be the third NHL season affected by COVID, and the first time 
since the start of the pandemic that the league is scheduling a full 82-
game duration. 

The NHL's excellent vaccination rates bring the best chance of keeping 
everyone safe and healthy and able to focus on hockey. By deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly's count in September, it's expected the league will 
have fewer than 15 unvaccinated players. No players opted out of the 
season. 
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COVID concerns will be front-and-centre as we near Jan. 10, which is the 
deadline for the NHL opt out of Olympic participation. 

The NHL's extensive COVID-19 protocols can be found in their entirety 
here. 

4. How (and when) will the Sabres-Jack Eichel saga end? 

From Elliotte Friedman's latest edition of 32 Thoughts: 

"More difficult to answer is whether or not he is traded first or gets 
surgery, returns to health and plays games for the Sabres to regain his 
trade value. No one will go on record, but there is a growing belief there 
are teams willing to accept Eichel's preferred disc replacement. However, 
you have to be able to make the trade first. There’s definitely a push to 
get him healthy — which should be the number-one priority." 

5. What will we learn from the Chicago Blackhawks investigation? 

While we all draw our attention to the action on the ice, the ongoing 
investigation into the abuse allegations made against former coach Brad 
Aldrich in 2010 -- as well as who knew what at the time of the abuse -- 
will remain one of the most important stories in the game. Its ripple 
effects are far-reaching beyond a single organization, and its findings will 
point to broken places in the game that must be made right. (Read the 
latest here.) 

6. Can McDavid keep scoring at last season's pace? 

Since he joined the league in 2015-16, no one has registered more 
points than Connor McDavid. Last year’s total was his most impressive 
haul yet, racking up 105 points – his fourth season posting triple digits – 
in just 56 games. Should he keep up that 1.88 points-per-game pace for 
a full 82, that would get him to a whopping 154 points in 2021-22, a total 
we haven't seen since Mario Lemieux posted 161 in 1995-96. (Super 
Mario did that in just 70 games, by the way. Wow.) Lemieux and Wayne 
Gretzky are the only two players to ever hit that 160-point plateau, and if 
anyone in today's game can join them, it's McDavid... right? 

Remaining Time -7:03 

Oilers 2021-22 Season Preview: Will new additions give Edmonton 
scoring depth? 

7. Is there a contender classification beyond 'win-now'? 

...Asking for a friend in Colorado. And Vegas. 

8. Can the Coyotes resolve their arena situation? 

...Asking for a friend in Quebec. 

(Kidding... sort of.) 

On the ice, things aren't looking too promising for the rebuilding Coyotes 
this year. The ice itself is now also in doubt. In 2016, the Glendale City 
Council voted to opt out of the long-term deal between the franchise and 
Gila River Arena, where the team has played since 2003. The NHL club 
has been leasing the rink on a yearly basis since then and now that is 
ending, too, with the city announcing in August that they would not renew 
that agreement beyond 2021-22. 

Coyotes owner Alex Meruelo has said his plan is to keep the Coyotes in 
Arizona, and the organization submitted a bid to build new arena in the 
city of Tempe. Even if that plan moves forward, a temporary home will 
still be required in the meantime. 

9. Will Marc Bergevin sign an extension with the Canadiens? 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin is entering the 2021-22 
season with a team that looks and feels a lot different from the one that 
ran all the way to the Stanley Cup Final just a few months ago. Some of 
that is due to his own actions -- his damaging missteps in the draft, bold 
expansion and offer sheet gambles that had everyone guessing, and 
strategic spending to fill in roster gaps. Other hurdles have been more 
difficult and emotional to navigate, such as the uncertain health status of 

captain Shea Weber and the courageous decision by Carey Price to step 
away from the team to address his health. 

Over the course of this season, as he faces the many challenges of 
2021-22, one of the biggest questions is about Bergevin himself. The 
longtime GM is due a new deal, and said earlier this week he won't be 
negotiating with ownership during the season. So, we'll have to wait a 
while yet for this answer. 

10. Robin Lehner spoke up about NHL teams' medical practices. Will 
other players follow suit? 

Earlier this month, Robin Lehner caught the attention of the hockey world 
with a series of tweets forcing a spotlight on several issues, including 
teams' alleged use of sleeping pills and pain relievers without proper 
medical consultation. 

The NHL reached out to the Golden Knights netminder, who said he is 
now in communication with the league and players' association to bring 
about change moving forward. 

"This weekend was a cry for help from this league, the league that I love, 
that has given me so much," Lehner said. "I'm just looking to protect the 
younger players, and the only way to affect change in my mind is to do it 
in a non-public fashion. I feel very encouraged about the talks that we 
might have and we are going to have moving forward." 

Mark-Stone  

NHL 2021-22 Pacific Division season preview: Can anyone topple 
Vegas? 

Rory Boylen 

T-Mobile-Arena  

Why the NHL has a sleep problem and how it could change 

Justin Bourne 

11. Where do Kane and the Sharks go from here? 

Last month, Evander Kane was cleared of allegations made by his 
estranged wife that he had bet on NHL games -- including his own. 
However, the announcement of the probe's conclusion included 
information about two additional investigations. 

Per NHL.com, the league is looking into “serious accusations relating to 
his past behaviour toward Ms. Kane and the other involving allegations of 
inappropriate behaviour potentially jeopardizing the health and safety of 
Club members.” 

Kane did not join the Sharks for training camp. 

12. Who are the Seattle Kraken? 

The Vegas Golden Knights' run all the way to the Stanley Cup Final in 
their inaugural season is an impossible act to follow. Seattle's success 
out of the gates was hindered by trade-hesitant GMs still licking their 
wounds from deals gone wrong with Vegas, and it's clear the Kraken are 
valuing cap space above all as they build from the ground up. 

Because 22 questions doesn't cover them all 

These questions might not shape the season, but they do have us 
intrigued... 

• Tuukka Rask is devoted to Boston, but what if the Bruins don't need 
him? 

• With his new $45-million deal on Minnesota's books, can Kirill Kaprizov 
build on his electric rookie season? 

• Can Keith Yandle break Doug Jarvis' 964-game iron man streak? 

• Will the Blues trade Vladimir Tarasenko? 

• Who's the better New York club this year? 
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• Will Carolina's goalie gamble pay off? 

• Is it time we crown Cale Makar the NHL's best defenceman? 

13. How long will it take to get Tkachuk back on the ice in Ottawa? 

Tkachuk is the last RFA standing, and as indicated by reports (or lack 
thereof), the two sides don’t exactly seem close. Considering how crucial 
Tkachuk is to this team's future, both on the ice and in the locker room, 
these negotiations feel like an early litmus test for how Ottawa emerges 
from its rebuild and what the club's other young stars can expect. 

14. Do the Maple Leafs have a winning core? 

Lots of talk in Toronto about new additions, including a new goalie 
tandem in Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek, but the big storyline to follow 
here is what didn't change. After another dismal first-round defeat last 
spring, the club held firm that its core-four of John Tavares, Auston 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, and William Nylander is the right group to get 
the job done. Last season, it was All or Nothing. This time, it feels like 
now or never. 

Remaining Time -4:47 

Maple Leafs 2021-22 Season Preview: Is it now or never for this core? 

15. Might this be the Penguins' last dance? 

The Penguins are starting this season without both Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin, who are recovering from injuries. Last year, the question 
for GM Ron Hextall and president of hockey operations Brian Burke upon 
their hiring back in February was about where exactly this team was 
headed. One playoff push and another early post-season exit later, we 
still don't know. 

The list of players set to be UFAs after this year is long, headlined by 
Malkin and Kris Letang. But as long as Crosby's still in Pittsburgh, you're 
contending... right? 

16. How will embracing betting impact NHL revenues? (And the way we 
watch games?) 

With single-game betting now legal in Canada, we could be entering a 
whole new era of hockey consumption. 

17. Will the Oilers trade for another netminder by the deadline? 

Considering Edmonton's flurry of off-season adjustments and urgency to 
contend following back-to-back flat post-season outings, it felt like a sure 
thing Oilers GM Ken Holland would capitalize on the busy goalie market 
this off-season. Nope. He enters the season with the same duo of Mike 
Smith and Mikko Koskinen, while health concerns have put third-stringer, 
Alex Stalock, in jeopardy of missing the season. Will there be a new face 
in the crease come playoff time? 

18. Now back at home in the Pacific, can Calgary and Vancouver bounce 
back? 

Last fall's free agency shopping was a sign of Calgary's intentions to get 
out of the murky middle and back into contention. Instead, the Flames 
looked less like the club that finished atop the Pacific in 2018-19 and 
more like the one that was ousted by Colorado that spring. 

Captain Mark Giordano is now in Seattle, Johnny Gaudreau headlines 
Calgary's long list of pending UFAs, RFA-to-be Matthew Tkachuk is due 
a new deal next summer, and the clock starts ticking on Sean Monahan 
next July as a 2023 UFA. The only forward signed beyond 2023-24 is 
Blake Coleman. 

The Canucks, meanwhile, are in a similar situation as far as the need for 
a rebound goes. Derailed by bad injury luck and a devastating COVID 
outbreak last season, no team needs a fresh start like Vancouver. (Okay, 
maybe Dallas does... but let's focus!) GM Jim Benning got top marks for 
(finally) re-signing young stars Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson to fair 
contracts, and wheeled and dealed his way through the summer in an 
effort to reinvigorate this club for serious playoff contention two years 
after their Cinderella story bubble run. 

Now out of the high-scoring North and back home in the Pacific, it's 
bounce-back-or-bust for both. 

Remaining Time -5:14 

Vancouver Canucks 2021-22 Season Preview: Can the Canucks make 
the playoffs? 

19. Can Hart get his groove back? 

The Philadelphia Flyers were among the busier teams on the trade 
market this past off-season, but the biggest key to success is already in-
house. After emerging as the league's most promising young netminder, 
Carter Hart struggled mightily in 2020-21. The Flyers' 3.52 goals allowed 
per game was the NHL's worst, and Hart's poor play led to him losing 
hold of the No. 1 job. 

Now equipped with a new three-year extension, a clean bill of health, and 
a strong training camp, his ability to bounce back will be crucial if the 
Flyers are to finally seize their window to win. Also, what does he need to 
do to land a spot on Canada's Olympic squad? 

20. Can this year bring the fresh start Dubois needs to thrive in 
Winnipeg? 

Between the mandatory 14-day quarantine upon his arrival last January 
and a pair of injuries that plagued him throughout the campaign, Dubois' 
transition from Columbus to Winnipeg after requesting a trade didn't go 
as smoothly as anticipated. The 23-year-old registered just eight goals 
and 20 points -- both career lows by a pretty wide margin -- and didn't 
score in seven playoff games. He even admitted afterwards that he never 
felt comfortable during the shortened season. 

Now, after a full off-season of training and settling in to his new 
surroundings and plenty to prove in a contract year, it feels like the real 
fresh start begins now. 

21. Could this be Fleury's final season? 

Asked about whether this season might be his last, the Penguins legend-
turned-Golden Knights favourite-turned-Blackhawks beloved backstop 
told 32 Thoughts: The Podcast that it "could be." 

Regardless of whether this is, in fact, Marc-Andre Fleury's swan song, 
2021-22 should be a pretty special season for everyone's favourite 
netminder. The reigning Vezina Trophy winner is just eight wins away 
from making NHL history as the third goalie to reach 500 regular season 
wins. Martin Brodeur is the winningest goalie of all time, at 691, followed 
by Patrick Roy's 551 and Fleury's 492. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers notebook: Sceviour, Perlini bolster stocks vs. 
Canucks 

 

Mark Spector 

October 10, 2021,  

 

Well, then. 

The Edmonton Oilers closed out a 6-1-1 preseason with a 3-2 win at 
Vancouver, icing a team without their best two players and their top 
defensive pairing, yet still managing to win comfortably, building a 3-0 
lead that lasted until the final minutes. 
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“Not as steady as we would have wanted it, but any time you win it’s 
good,” said Brendan Perlini, who scored again for Edmonton. “Pre-
season, regular season, playoffs... A win is a win. It gives everyone 
confidence. Hopefully it can continue to the regular season.” 

Let’s face it: In a season where anything the Oilers accomplish in regular 
season means next to nothing — where the playoffs are everything for an 
Oilers club coming off flops in the past two post-seasons — Edmonton 
polished off a near perfect pre-season with a win over a Canucks lineup 
that was pretty close to what they’ll have in their season opener 
Wednesday at Edmonton. 

So, what did we learn in the last audition, where Edmonton got goals 
from Kailer Yamamoto, Perlini and a bomb from Evan Bouchard? Well, a 
few things… 

 

Head coach Dave Tippett went with all six of his fourth-line hopefuls, 
icing a line of Ryan McLeod between Tyler Benson and Colton Sceviour, 
and another unit of Devin Shore with wingers Perlini and Kyle Turris. 

While Perlini scored a goal, it was the pass from Sceviour that really 
stood out. He drew the checkers to him, then threw a puck back into the 
high slot to a wide open Perlini, who buried his sixth goal in six pre-
season games. 

It was the kind of pass Leon Draisaitl would have been proud of. 

“He was yelling,” Sceviour laughed. “I figured this out: A guy that hot, you 
get it on his stick any way you can. It worked out.” 

The Oilers are light on right wing, with Josh Archibald (myocarditis) out 
long term, and Zack Kassian in concussion protocol. That should open 
the door for Sceviour to get a contract. He’s been on a PTO at camp, but 
has earned a spot on Edmonton’s fourth line. 

“I’m happy with how I performed, however this all works out,” the 32-
year-old said. “My offensive numbers … they’re never going to jump out 
at you. The Oilers don’t need me to chip in much offensively. They can 
score. But if you’re playing in the bottom six and getting scored on, you’re 
not going to get a lot of ice time.” 

The other guy who simply played his way on to the opening day roster is 
Perlini. How do you cut a guy who scores six goals in six pre-season 
games? 

“I had a good one in Chicago a couple of years ago,” he recalled. “I’m 
just trying to take advantage of the opportunity.” 

Perlini is a fourth-line left winger all day long on this team, behind Zach 
Hyman, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Warren Foegele. But you’ve got to 
admit, he did outscore every one of those guys in the pre-season, potting 
his sixth in six pre-season games off a lovely pass from Colton Sceviour 
in the second period. 

Not bad, for a former first-round pick of Arizona who rolled through 
Chicago and Detroit, and then ended up in the Swiss league last season. 

“Sometimes you have to take a step back to take a step forward,” he 
said. “I went over there, learned a lot. It was a different experience. You 
realize how great life was in Canada or the U.S. I am also coming back 
with a lot of humility and gratitude to be here again.” 

Around the lineup: Stuart Skinner played the final 40 minutes between 
the pipes and looked very much like a goalie who could come up from 
Bakersfield and back up capably, if need be. He let in two goals on 17 
shots, but looked more like an NHL goalie than ever before … Bouchard 
scored on a slapper from the point. He just has one of those heavy shots, 
like Sheldon Souray. The puck jumps off his stick, harder than most NHL 
defencemen. “He looks like a (genuine) player now,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett. “He’s now a player you can play in all situations. He’s still 
got some growing to do, but he’s a good player now. He’s played six of 
the seven pre-season games and been solid all the way through. That’s a 
real positive for us.” … Yamamoto scored his first goal of the pre-season, 
a lovely roof job off a shorthanded pass from Derek Ryan … Duncan 

Keith and Cody Ceci enjoyed their best preseason outing. With no 
Darnell Nurse and Tyson Barrie, the Keith-Ceci pairing played 25 
minutes and were on for a goal for and one against. They killed nearly 
five minutes in penalties. “They’ll be a real solid pair for us,” said Tippett. 
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Leafs still waiting for Dermott to take the next step 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on Saturday.  

After missing two games earlier this week with a calf injury, defenceman 
Travis Dermott returns to the Leafs lineup tonight. 

"I'm anxious to see him in there," coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

The 24-year-old, who's entering his fifth season with the Leafs, has 
struggled to stand out during training camp.  

"I'm still waiting, and I've had this conversation with Travis, for him to take 
that next step," Keefe said. "Right now, he's still in that mix with [Rasmus] 
Sandin and [Timothy] Liljegren and at this stage he wants to be a guy 
who's more established and taking that step. We're still looking for that."  

Dermott started last season's playoff series against Montreal as a healthy 
scratch after losing his left-side spot to Sandin, who finished the regular 
season strong and found a role on the top power-play unit.  

The departure of Zach Bogosian, however, opened up a spot on the right 
side where Dermott, a lefty, has played most of camp opposite Sandin.  

"Certainly, he brings value to our group in the five, six hole," Keefe. "He 
has played higher in the lineup when needed and has done a pretty good 
job, but I think he would like to get to the point where that's something 
that's consistent and we haven't got to that point yet." 

What's the next step look like for Dermott?  

"Just about consistency," Keefe said. "Consistency in decision making. 
Consistency in [an] ability to play physical and be hard on opponents and 
consistency in being relied upon as a penalty killer and taking consistent 
minutes there. You're looking for a young player to really latch onto a role 
and an identity of what they're bringing to the team."   

Dermott found himself skating with Alex Biega, who was placed on 
waivers on Saturday, during the last two practices while Liljegren joined 
fellow Swede Sandin on the third pair.  

Liljegren will be a scratch tonight, but has solidified himself as the next 
man up should someone get hurt or falter.   

"We're very confident in that," Keefe confirmed. "That's the one thing we 
were hoping for here in camp is that he could show us he could play 
when we need him and that's really where we're at so, from that sense, 
it's been a successful camp."  

Keefe noted that last season at this time Liljegren, a 22-year-old righty, 
was probably No. 9 or 10 on the depth chart.  

"He's progressed well," said Keefe. "He's done the things we've asked of 
him."  

Toronto's first round pick (17th overall) in 2017, Liljegren has a fan in new 
assistant coach Dean Chynoweth, who is working with the defence.  
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"That's been nice to see," said Keefe, "that a guy who is looking at it 
fresh believes in him and wants to have him around and part of things. If 
you're a young player, you're happy to have that, to have a coach on the 
back end that believes in you."  

Dermott still seeking consistency as Liljegren pushes up Leafs depth 
chart 

Sheldon Keefe says Timothy Liljegren has progressed well throughout 
camp and stresses the importance of consistency for fellow Leafs 
defenceman Travis Dermott. 

With Auston Matthews still sidelined, the Leafs will get a look at 
newcomer David Kampf in the top-line centre spot during their pre-
season finale.  

"Playing against other teams top guys is a role Kampf's going to be able 
to take on for us at different times so to put him in there makes sense," 
Keefe explained.  

Kampf scored just one goal in 56 games last season with the Chicago 
Blackhawks so he may seem like an odd choice to play between Nick 
Ritchie and Mitch Marner, but Keefe sees some offensive upside in the 
26-year-old.  

"He's looking to take a step there and we're looking to help him in that 
process," Keefe said. "He's got a good skill-set. He can make a play. He 
gets the puck back and, because of how he defends, he gets the puck 
going offensively quite a bit." 

Kampf has played on a line with fellow Czech native and good friend 
Ondrej Kase previously at camp and Keefe is already comfortable with 
the chemistry there.  

Matthews, meanwhile, is listed as day-to-day as he works his way back 
from left wrist surgery and his status for Wednesday's regular season 
opener remains up in the air. As a result, Keefe is still tinkering with his 
forward group. 

Another change tonight will see veteran Jason Spezza, who has played 
on the wing at camp, slide into the centre spot on the fourth line. 

"Obviously, that's a big part of his versatility," Keefe said, "to be able to 
do that."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kampf gets look with Ritchie-Marner 

The Maple Leafs will wrap up their preseason tonight against the 
Senators, giving one last chance for the coaches to experiment. Sheldon 
Keefe will do just that, putting David Kampf on the top line between Nick 
Ritchie and Mitch Marner. Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs are adopting a more aggressive penalty kill this season, which 
will require more energy from players and a deeper bench. So, more 
players are getting a shorthanded shot this pre-season, including William 
Nylander. 

"I feel like he took big steps in his game last season in terms of his 
attention to detail defensively," Keefe explained. "And, really, just his play 
without the puck in general was consistently more competitive ... He's 
strong. He's quick. He's got good instincts. He's got a really good stick to 
pick off pucks and, of course, he's dangerous in transition. We've just 
seen growth in him and when we see growth in a player, we feel like his 
role has to grow as well." 

Nylander has logged just six minutes and 51 seconds of shorthanded ice 
time in 358 career NHL games. He can't recall the last time he 
consistently killed penalties, but appreciates the opportunity to get a few 
extra shifts.  

"I like it," Nylander said, "especially throughout some games when you 
get on the PK a bit and you're able to get out there and get moving 
versus sitting on the bench for an extended period of time." 

Kase is also getting a look on the penalty kill despite having a limited 
track record in that role.  

"Maybe there's injuries and you need guys," Keefe pointed out. "So, to 
have this opportunity to gain that confidence that they can do it and the 
coaches believe in them is a really healthy thing for our team."  

Keefe added that Matthews, who got some shorthanded minutes early 
last season, would have also been in the mix for penalty-kill reps at camp 
had he been 100 per cent.   

Toronto finished 24th in penalty-kill percentage last season. 

Leafs give Nylander a license to kill 

With William Nylander getting some reps on the penalty kill throughout 
training camp, Sheldon Keefe sheds light on the decision while Nylander 
explains why he's looking forward to being on the PK during the regular 
season. Mark Masters has more. 

Projected Leafs lines for Saturday's game: 

Ritchie - Kampf - Marner 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Nylander 

Bunting - Kerfoot - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott 

Campbell starts and will play the entire game  

Mrazek 
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Nylander eager to join Maple Leafs' penalty kill unit 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The last time William Nylander killed penalties, it was quite 
possibly a form of punishment.  

“It was during practice [last April] in Vancouver, the day after I missed 
that [team] meeting,” Nylander recounted on Saturday, ahead of 
Toronto’s final preseason game against Ottawa. “I don’t know [if those 
were related], but it had been awhile since I’d done it before that; I 
couldn’t tell you when.” 

Nylander won't have that problem anymore. The Maple Leafs' winger has 
gone from punishment to promotion, being groomed to take a bigger role 
on Toronto’s penalty kill for the coming season.  

Coach Sheldon Keefe has been ruminating on the idea since Toronto's 
first-round playoff exit last May. He broached the topic with Nylander then 
and was met with enthusiasm, which Keefe is pleased to see bleeding 
into Nylander's preparation for the gig.  

“I think he's been great; he’s embraced it,” Keefe said. “When I spoke 
with him about it, he had no doubts and no questions, he was ready go. 
He's been attentive in the meetings, he's asked questions. So it's been 
really good. These are the kind of things that pre-season is for. Once we 
get rolling here in the regular season, we'll see how it all shakes out.” 

To Nylander, the appeal of killing penalties is that it translates to more ice 
time. He’s motivated by guys like Mitch Marner who are able to stay 
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engaged throughout games by virtue of appearing on both the power 
play and penalty kill.  

“I've always thought that it would be good, especially when there's a lot of 
PKs in game,” Nylander said. “It's good to get out there to get the legs 
going and get moving versus sitting on the bench for an extended period 
of time. And you're trying to keep the puck out of the net too, which is the 
most important thing. I was happy that they brought it up. I'm looking 
forward to it.” 

Keefe has been a party to Nylander’s development since the winger 
came to North America, coaching him with the American Hockey 
League’s Toronto Marlies from 2014-16, before taking over the Leafs’ 
bench in 2019. So Keefe knew from watching Nylander’s evolution last 
season that he was ready for more responsibility.  

“I feel like he took big steps in terms of his attention to detail defensively, 
and his play without the puck in general,” Keefe said. “He was 
consistently more competitive on the puck, and then you see his skill set 
within that - he's strong, he's quick, he's got good instincts, he's got a 
really good stick to pick off pucks, and of course he's dangerous in 
transition. So we've just seen some growth in him, and when we see 
growth in a player, we feel like his role needs to grow as well to reflect 
that.” 

The Leafs’ penalty kill is also going through a period of overall 
transformation, starting with its structure. Gone is former coach Dave 
Hakstol, who ran that unit the last two seasons, and his replacement 
Dean Chynoweth has implemented a fresh philosophy. The hope is that 
Chynoweth can guide the Leafs’ penalty kill to more consistent success 
than it had last season, when Toronto finished 24th (78.5 per cent) 
overall shorthanded. 

Alex Kerfoot previously described Chynoweth’s vision for the penalty kill 
as, “if we’re going to get beat, we’re going to get beat throughout 
aggressiveness, not passiveness.” To make that work, the Leafs will 
need a stable of players available to contribute.  

“The way we want to kill penalties this season is going to require a lot 
more pressure, which is going to take a lot more more energy from 
[individuals],” Keefe said. “So we're going to need more guys to do it. 
We've got a lot of different options there, we’ve got different people that 
could contribute there at different times. We're trying to give ourselves as 
many opportunities [as possible] to utilize the lineup and the depth in 
different situations and it's a competition for those positions as well.” 

Keefe identified Ondrej Kase and Auston Matthews as other new players 
he’d like to see killing penalties this year. Kase has gotten some reps 
already in the preseason, and if Matthews hadn’t missed so much time 
rehabbing a wrist injury, he would have been involved in a similar 
capacity from the get-go.  

It’s all part of Keefe’s plan to maximize the Leafs’ best talents.  

“Maybe there's an endless string of penalties and you don't want your 
players sitting for too long and you want to get them out there feeling 
comfortable,” Keefe said. “So we just have this opportunity [in preseason] 
to gain that confidence that they can do it, and that the coaches believe 
in them. I think that's a really healthy thing for our team.” 

Nylander is certainly all-in on the assignment, and ready to test his skills 
in a regular season game. Toronto has been approved to house a 
capacity crowd for the home opener at Scotiabank Arena on Wednesday, 
and there’s nothing Nylander would like more than to show off the fruits 
of his recent efforts.  

I've been wanting to get going for real since camp started,” he said. “So 
it'll be nice to get going with the fans and everything back, it's going to be 
a good time. I feel pretty good. But camp is camp, and preseason is 
preseason. Now I have to translate that into [what’s next].” 
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