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Carolina hurricanes are risking everything on Andersen and Raanta. It’s a worthy bet.  

By Luke Decock 

It can get a little lost in a summer of near-constant churn and 
turnover, amid roster movement and salary-cap 
shenanigans, among the millions handed out in new 
contracts to players new and old. 

There’s still one huge question with this team, and no one 
knows the answer. 

There’s no doubt the Carolina Hurricanes are a playoff team 
from the net out. They’ve proven that over the past three 
seasons, that they’re capable, even if nothing is guaranteed 
from year to year. 

This season, like almost any season, will come down to the 
one position that changed more than any other. The 
Hurricanes are going to be as good as Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta are, period. End of story. It begins with 
Andersen on Thursday against the New York Islanders. 

“We’re going to play both of them,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We know that. But I think he’s ready to 
go.” 

And, OK, yes, let’s take a moment to appreciate that there’s 
a bit of dog-bites-man there. Nobody gets to the playoffs 
without good goaltending. Nobody advances without near-
perfect goaltending. You can paper over a weak third 
defensive pairing or a bad power play, but there’s no way to 
hide in net. 

The Hurricanes have been effectively shuffling bodies 
through the past three years — Petr Mrazek, Curtis 
McElhinney, James Reimer, Alex Nedeljkovic— with results 
that were at times respectable and at times exceptional, 
certainly good enough to get the Hurricanes through the 
regular season. 

But the Hurricanes have lost the goaltending battle three 
times now on their way to elimination, and while untimely 
injuries played a role, it’s inarguable that the Hurricanes 
haven’t gotten the postseason goaltending they needed 

when they needed it — even when Tuukka Rask tapped out 
in the Toronto bubble. 

Andersen and Raanta are charged with helping this still-
young-with-so-much-room-to-improve core and the new 
veteran depth maximize their considerable potential, and 
while the ceiling in net is unquestionably higher, each arrives 
with his own baggage. 

Andersen is being asked to do what he couldn’t do in 
Toronto, where he never won a playoff series with the Maple 
Leafs. Raanta has played at an elite level when healthy; that 
just hasn’t been often enough lately. 

It’s enough to ask, weren’t the Hurricanes just better off with 
Mrazek and Nedeljkovic? (Especially when the Leafs 
decided to replace Andersen with … Mrazek.) 

Fair to ask. And still yet to be answered, to be sure. But even 
amid that uncertainty, there are a couple of good reasons to 
expect the Hurricanes to not only be better off but far better 
off with this tandem than their predecessors. 

The ceiling is higher, especially if Raanta can get back to his 
best. The floor is higher, given Andersen’s proven reliability 
in the regular season. Without any disrespect to Mrazek or 
Nedeljkovic, less has to go perfectly along the way for the 
Hurricanes to end up in a better place. 

“Obviously, we’ve played against them in the past,” 
Hurricanes center Vincent Trocheck said. “They’re two elite 
goaltenders. I think Freddie was awesome in Toronto. He 
was always tough to beat. We’re excited to have him back 
there.” 

There’s a bit of a yin and yang there, the steady Dane and 
the swing-for-the-fences Finn, probably a good balance for a 
coach whose goal is for both of his goalies to end up playing 
41 games in the end. Despite their resumes, they both have 
everything to prove. They’ll get that chance. 
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‘We’re all practiced out.’ Hurricanes are ready for season opener against Islanders 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had an extensive and 
exhaustive training camp. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has evaluated various line 
combinations of forwards and potential defensive pairings, 
new look power-play units and his two new goalies, Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

The players are all vaccinated. So, too, the coaches and all 
of the staff around them, mindful that the COVID-19 
pandemic has not ended and that there’s an 82-game 
season to be played. 

And the Stanley Cup playoffs. The Canes plan on being a 
part of the playoffs for the fourth consecutive season under 
Brind’Amour. Their goal is a simple one: win the Cup. They 
believe they can do it. 

All that’s left is to drop the puck and begin the 2021-22 
season. For the Canes, that comes Thursday at 7 p.m. 
against the New York Islanders before a sellout crowd at 
PNC Arena as Carolina, the 2021 Central Division 
champions, rejoins the Metropolitan Division and some old 
rivals like the Isles, Capitals and Penguins. 

Andersen will be in net for the opener, Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. Having left the Toronto Maple Leafs after last 
season and signing with the Hurricanes, the veteran 
goaltender is coming off an uneven 2021 season marred by 
injury and believes a fresh start with a new team is what he 
needs. 

It should be a crowded scene in and around the arena. The 
N.C. State Fair begins its run Thursday across Trinity Road 
at the State Fairgrounds. The Canes are hoping for a sellout 
crowd. The message to all: come early. 

Opening night in the NHL always is special for every team 
and having the State Fair across the street should add a little 
extra pop to the atmosphere. Inside the arena, there’s the 
matter of opening a new season against a Barry Trotz team 
that reached the Stanley Cup semifinals last season before 
losing a seven-game series to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“Everybody is itching to get out there,” center Vincent 
Trocheck said Wednesday to the media. 

Brind’Amour likes his team, which he likes to call “our group.” 
He’s ready for the season opener. 

“I think everybody is,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday in a 
media interview. “I think we’re all practiced out, so to speak. 
Guys want to play.” 

The coach, like the players, says there will be first-game 
butterflies. 

“I’ve still got some questions about the whole group because 
I’m not 100 percent about how the lines are going to go; I’m 
not sure how the combinations are going to work,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We haven’t had a chance to really see it 
go. You probably need to be excited, as a coach, but you’re 
always a little apprehensive.” 

Brind’Amour’s first three teams as head coach have had 
strong starts. In 2018-19, the Canes lost to the Islanders in 
overtime in the opener at PNC Arena but then won the next 
four. A year later, the Canes won the first five games and six 
of the first seven. 

The 2020-21 season did not begin until January because of 
the pandemic and was condensed to a 56-game regular 
season with four new divisions. Carolina won six of its first 
seven games, including a 1-0 overtime win over Tampa Bay. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek had the shutout in that game. He’s gone. 
So are goalies James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic. The 
Canes have turned to Andersen and Raanta. 

But it’s a new mix on this Hurricanes team, with new players 
taking on important roles. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo, for 
one. He’ll quarterback the Canes’ first power-play unit. The 
Canes traded for defenseman Ethan Bear and Brind’Amour 
should have Bear play Thursday with Jaccob Slavin in the 
top D pairing — in a spot on the right side vacated by the 
departed Dougie Hamilton. 

The Canes obtained forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi from the 
Montreal Canadiens after the Habs did not match Carolina’s 
offer sheet — one year, $6.1 million — to the restricted free 
agent. Brind’Amour had him on the Canes’ top line with 
Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas in the Wednesday practice 
at PNC Arena. 

“He fits in great,” Trocheck said of Kotkaniemi. “Tons of skill, 
big frame. He sees the ice really well, smart hockey player. 
Whoever gets to play with him I think it will be be easy for 
him.” 

It’s also time for others to take the next step, become bigger 
contributors. 

Andrei Svechnikov signed an eight-year contract with the 
Canes that pays him an average of $7.75 million a year. 
Much is expected of the power forward as he enters his 
fourth NHL season. More is expected of Necas as he begins 
his third full season, and with a potential big contract of his 
own to be earned this season. 

“We’re all ready to get started,” Necas said in media 
interview. “We have some new guys who I think will fit in, and 
it will be nice to see how it goes.” 

OFF NOTE … 

The Canes announced Wednesday that Aho would join 
Slavin and Jordan Martinook as an alternate captain this 
season. Jordan Staal is the captain. 

N.Y. ISLANDERS AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m.  

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh.  

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 
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Puck drop: 4 keys to Hurricanes’ season 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes will begin the 2021-22 
season Thursday when they host the New York Islanders at 
PNC Arena. 

It will be the first of three meetings between the two teams 
many believe will battle for first place in the Metropolitan 
Division, and the other two games won’t happen until April, 
the season’s final month. 

Starting the season against arguably the league’s most 
sound defensive team might seem like a tall task for the 
Hurricanes, who will dress at least seven new players for the 
opener and are still building chemistry in the new group, but 
coach Rod Brind’Amour doesn’t see it that way. 

“It’s the NHL, so everybody’s good and you know what 
you’re getting out of those guys every night,” he said 
following Monday’s practice at Wake Competition Center. 
“You got to play them at some point, so I don’t think that 
really matters.” 

What will matter is how the Hurricanes answer these crucial 
questions. 

Did Carolina improve in net? 

The Hurricanes turned over their entire goalie room in the 
offseason, allowing Petr Mrazek and James Reimer to leave 
in free agency and trading Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit. In 
their place are Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta in 
Raleigh, and Alex Lyon as the No. 3 with the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves. 

Carolina is banking on both Andersen and Raanta having 
bounce-back seasons after disappointing years in Toronto 
and Arizona, respectively. 

“Every day I say I can’t get over how big Freddie is,” 
alternate captain Jordan Martinook said last Friday. “Like, his 
upper body is just massive. … He’s got that quiet little 
swagger confidence to him, which is nice to have. I like that 
in a goalie.” 

He won’t be confused for Raanta, who is smaller and more 
outgoing — a yin and yang tandem. 

“Rants is a gamer too,” Martinook said. “When it comes 
down to it, he battles so hard.” 

Carolina will need both to rebound for the team to have 
success. 

Is the overhauled defense better? 

The Hurricanes couldn’t replace Dougie Hamilton — who left 
Carolina as a free agent for a seven-year, $63 million 

contract with New Jersey — with one player. And they didn’t 
try. 

Ethan Bear, acquired in a trade from Edmonton for Warren 
Foegele, will get first crack at playing alongside Jaccob 
Slavin on the top pairing. He’s one of four new faces on 
defense: Tony DeAngelo and Ian Cole will team up on the 
third pairing, while Brendan Smith starts the season as the 
team’s seventh defenseman. 

“They’re learning every day,” said Tim Gleason, who was 
elevated to assistant coach this year and will run the 
defense. “They’re trying to take it in and we’re just trying to 
grind away at it.” 

If Bear and Cole can be reliable defenders and DeAngelo 
can produce offensively, Carolina will be even deeper on 
defense than in recent years. 

How will contracts impact players? 

Andrei Svechnikov struggled a bit in his third season, but his 
underlying numbers still showed a player who creates as 
many scoring chances as nearly anyone in the NHL. Now 
armed with the security of an eight-year contract extension 
worth $62 million, the 21-year-old needs to show he can fulfill 
all his promise. 

Captain Jordan Staal isn’t worried about Svechnikov getting 
complacent with his newfound wealth. 

“I’m sure you guys have seen him before and the way he 
works and what he wants, and that’s to be the best,” Staal 
said. “There’s a reason why our team is where we’re at with 
guys like that. What he does on a day-to-day basis is special. 
He’s a player that’s going to be really good for this group for 
a long time.” 

The team will also see whether its gamble on Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi — landed via a hefty $6.1 million offer sheet — 
will pay off. 

Then there’s Martin Necas, who enters the final year of his 
entry-level contract and wants to prove that he too is worthy 
of being part of the team’s long-term core. 

“He’s always had that kind of ‘wow’ factor, I think even from 
the first time I saw him, he can really skate,” Brind’Amour 
said. “I think he’s just really blossoming with his confidence.” 

Necas said he’s grown more comfortable with each passing 
season. What’s on tap for 2021-22? 

“We’ll see on Thursday,” he said. 
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Will youth be served? 

The Hurricanes added some veterans to the bottom of their 
lineup, but the story of training camp was two other 
newcomers. Jack Drury, a second-round pick by Carolina in 
2018, beat out a couple veterans to make the season-
opening roster, though his waiver-exempt status means he’ll 
spend some time with the Chicago Wolves this season, 
including the start of the year after he was sent down to the 
AHL before Thursday’s opener. 

That won’t be true for 2020 first-round pick Seth Jarvis, who 
either needs to stay with the Hurricanes or go back to his 
junior team in the WHL. To start, he’ll be in Raleigh. 

“Well, he deserved it. Pretty much that simple,” Brind’Amour 
said of the decision to keep Jarvis to begin the season. 

The speedy forward plays much bigger than his 5-foot-10, 
175-pound frame, and his skill set, according to Brind’Amour, 
is on a level “you can’t teach.” 

Jarvis knows he can be sent back to junior any time before 
he plays 10 NHL games, so he’s just trying to be prepared if 
he gets his chance. 

“Just being ready for someone gets hurt, unfortunately, I got 
to step in there,” he said Tuesday. “Or if they do give me a 
shot, just be ready and be able to step in and not miss a 
beat.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes release safety guidelines for opening night 

By Cory Dinkel 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday 
announced PNC Arena’s policies for fans attending the 
team’s season opener on Thursday night. 

The Hurricanes open the regular season in a sold out game 
against the New York Islanders at PNC Arena at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday. Because of the North Carolina State Fair opening 
on the same day, fans are advised to arrive early and 
carpool if possible. 

Lots open at 4 p.m., and drivers are asked to enter the lots 
via Edwards Mill Road or Westchase Boulevard. The arena 
and its parking lots will not be accepting cash, but parking 
passes are available for purchase before the game. 

Arena doors will open at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, and fans 
must complete an online health screening survey at 
CanesCheckIn.com before entering. Fans should have their 
mobile tickets ready to scan as they enter the building. 

Once inside PNC Arena, fans are required to wear a mask at 
all times, except when they are actively eating or drinking. 

PNC Arena will be continuing with its Clear Bag Policy this 
season. Clutch-sized bags will not have to go through an X-
ray machine but will instead be searched at the walk-through 
metal detectors. Clear bags, diaper bags and medically 
necessary bags must go through the X-ray machine prior to 
entry. 

All other bags will need to be returned to their vehicles. 

All fans in attendance on Thursday will have a T-shirt draped 
on their seat, courtesy of PNC Bank. The color of the shirt 
will differ by section, with the 100 level receiving red shirts, 
the 200 level receiving white shirts and the 300 level 
receiving black shirts. 
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Get Prepared: What You Need to Know About Opening Night at PNC Arena 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Coming to PNC Arena tomorrow night? 
Have questions on what to expect? We can help. 

Parking: If you haven't yet, make plans to carpool and arrive 
early. It is going to be a sold-out crowd and as we try to 
make to make things flow as smoothly as possible for you, 
we ask for your patience and understanding in knowing that 
it is also the first night of the North Carolina State Fair. 

Lots will open at 4 p.m. and those driving are encouraged to 
enter the lots by way of Edwards Mill Rd. or Westchase Blvd. 

South Plaza Party: As a reward for arriving early, the team 
will be hosting a Party on the Plaza, starting at 4:30 p.m. 
There will be a red carpet, a live DJ, plus Take Warning 
Balloons for a photo opportunity, as well as a 360-photo 
station. 

R&D Brewing will have a mobile setup and there will be free 
Canes souvenir beer steins, while supplies last. 

In addition to 99.9 The Fan broadcasting live, Bally Sports 
will have their pregame show outside, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Doors: Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 

Please note that this is a special time and during all other 
regular season games, doors will open 60 minutes prior to 
puck drop. 

Ticketing: All entry into PNC Arena will be through mobile 
ticketing this year. Please be sure to have your tickets 
prepared for the arena staff before reaching the front of the 
line. 

Extremely limited tickets remain and can be purchased now 
HERE. 

Mask Policy: Fans are required to wear a mask inside the 
building at all times, except when actively eating or drinking. 
All are also required to complete their health screening 
survey online prior to entry by visiting CanesCheckIn.com. 

Bag Policy: PNC Arena has announced they will continue 
with their Clear Bag Policy, with a few minor adjustments. 
Clutch-sized bags (4.5" x 6.5") will be allowed into the 
building without having to go through X-Ray machine. They 
will still be searched at the walk-through metal detectors you 
will no longer have to wait in the X-Ray machine lines. 

Clear bags, diaper bags or medically necessary bags will still 
be allowed into the facility, however, you will have to go 
through the X-Ray machine process prior to entry. All other 
bags must be returned to your vehicles, as there will no 
longer be a courtesy bag check. 

T-Shirts: All fans in attendance will have a t-shirt draped on 
their seat courtesy of PNC Bank.   

These will not be available for retail sale during or after the 
game. 

Shirts will be tiered by a different color in each section, 
according to the following: 

100 Level - Red Shirt 

200 Level - White Shirt 

300 Level - Black Shirt 

All shirts will be a size XL. 
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Breaking Down the Canes: In Net 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Over the last two days we've taken a look at 
the skaters on the Carolina Hurricanes roster, sharing our 
thoughts on who can and will bring what to the team this 
season. 

Now it's time to glance at the last line of defense. 

Frederik Andersen  

Rod Brind'Amour officially stated after Wednesday's practice 
that Frederik Andersen will lead the team out onto the ice 
tomorrow night. 

Denmark's projected starting goalie for the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics, Andersen comes to Carolina after a five-year stint 
in Toronto. That market, especially given the current climate, 
comes with a lot of pressure to win, something that the 
franchise came up short on during that time. He did play in 
25 playoff games over the course of his time up north, but at 
the end of the day, the team's ultimate goal was not 
achieved. 

Now, a fresh start in Raleigh. 

Andersen turned 32 earlier this month, but don't tell him that 
he's approaching the tail end of his playing days. In his 
meeting with the media during training camp, he was 
succinct and meaningful with his words. 

"I definitely believe some of my best hockey is still in front of 
me," he said. "There's a long list of goalies that have a better 
latter part of their career, especially you get more experience 
and if you're able to stay healthy. That's definitely a goal of 
mine, to keep going and to keep getting better." 

He'll have the opportunity to do that now here, and he'll have 
some push right alongside him, as his counterpart pushes for 
that same agenda. 

Antti Raanta  

Also age 32, Raanta, like Andersen comes to North Carolina 
after a multi-year stint with another organization. Spending 
the last four campaigns in Arizona, "Father Fin" has posted 
some outstanding numbers, when healthy, on a team that 
has struggled to win. The ability to stay healthy is obviously 
the big asterisk for Raanta and injuries are not something 
that can come predicted, at least in terms of exact timing. So, 

for now, why not take the approach of hoping for a version of 
him that's 100 percent? He is. 

"It's just about being consistent," Raanta said about his 
aspirations of having a big year. "If you can play your game, 
be calm in the net and make those saves when you need to, 
that's going to be enough. The team is so good in front of us, 
it's just about being consistent and being confident behind 
those guys. That's going to be enough for many wins this 
year." 

Hopefully a renewed outlook for the ninth year NHL 
netminder, his head coach has stated that both goaltenders 
are going to play this season, simply because that's the way 
the schedule breaks down. It could come down to who is on 
a hot streak, so regardless of who has the green light out of 
the gate, both are going to be needed. 

Next Man Up: 

Alex Lyon 

Should something unfortunate happen to either Andersen or 
Raanta and the Canes need to make a recall for a netminder 
to that will play games, Alex Lyon is going to be the guy - at 
least to start. Coming off a season in which he spent almost 
the entirety of it being the Philadelphia Flyers third 
netminder, Lyon's looking forward to playing consistent 
games again. Dressing in just ten total games last year 
between the Flyers and their American Hockey League 
affiliate in Lehigh Valley (PA), Lyon's shown flashes of ability 
to play at the highest level before in his career. 

Whether he's been given a fair shot to show it for an actual 
period of time is something that's argued about by those who 
have followed his career closely. Over the course of six 
seasons in Lehigh Valley (AHL), he has backstopped his 
team to points in 97 of his 149 appearances. His 
accumulated save percentage (SV%) is .913. 

Heck, one game he even made 94 (!!!) saves, playing the 
star role for his Phantoms team as they defeated Charlotte in 
the longest game in AHL history in 2018. 

There's plenty of reason to feel as if the Canes have another 
strong option in net, again, should something happen to 
either of the first two options.
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Canes Country’s 2021–2022 Season Predictions 

Hey, what’s this? An actual predictions post in mid-October, 
prior to the start of a (relatively) normal hockey season? 
What is this, 2018?! 

Yes, it’s been that long since we had an 82-game season. 
Put another way, the youngest students who have 
experienced what amounts to a normal school year are in 
3rd grade right now. (Or even 4th grade, if you’re down on 
the coast and had a month wiped out by Hurricane Matthew 
in 2018.) 

Needless to say, a return to relative normalcy is welcomed. 
Sure, we’ll still have pandemic-related bumps in the road this 
year, but thankfully, with all but four NHL players vaccinated 
per commissioner Gary Bettman on ESPN Radio yesterday 
morning, those should be fewer, farther between, and 
significantly less frequent than what we have dealt with the 
past couple of years. 

As always, our Canes Country staff predictions are 
guaranteed to be wrong or your money back. We predicted 
the final finishing order of the Metropolitan Division from top 
to bottom, then identified the teams we think will make the 
playoffs in all four divisions. Finally, we’ll take a look at how 
many points we project the Hurricanes to have, who will lead 
the Canes in scoring, and finally who will win the 2022 
Stanley Cup. 

Here we go! 

Canes Country’s 2021-22 Metropolitan Division Predictions 

Writ
er 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 

Bria
n 

Hurric
anes 

Island
ers 

Capita
ls 

Pengu
ins 

Rang
ers 

Flyer
s 

Devil
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Andr
ew 

Island
ers 

Hurric
anes 

Capita
ls 

Pengu
ins 

Flyer
s 

Rang
ers 

Devil
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Rya
n 

Island
ers 

Hurric
anes 

Flyers 
Capita
ls 

Rang
ers 

Peng
uins 

Devil
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Alec 
Island
ers 

Hurric
anes 

Pengu
ins 

Flyers 
Capit
als 

Rang
ers 

Devil
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Writ
er 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 

Zek
e 

Island
ers 

Hurric
anes 

Capita
ls 

Pengu
ins 

Rang
ers 

Devil
s 

Flyer
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Cod
y 

Capita
ls 

Island
ers 

Pengu
ins 

Hurric
anes 

Flyer
s 

Rang
ers 

Devil
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Kay
Dee 

Island
ers 

Hurric
anes 

Pengu
ins 

Devils 
Capit
als 

Flyer
s 

Ran
gers 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Matt 
Hurric
anes 

Island
ers 

Capita
ls 

Range
rs 

Peng
uins 

Devil
s 

Flyer
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Brett 
Island
ers 

Capita
ls 

Hurric
anes 

Pengu
ins 

Rang
ers 

Devil
s 

Flyer
s 

Blue 
Jack
ets 

Canes Country’s 2022 Playoff Predictions 

Writer 
Atlantic 
Playoff 
Teams 

East Wild 
Cards 

Central 
Playoff 
Teams 

Pacific 
Playoff 
Teams 

West Wild 
Cards 

Brian 

Panthers, 
Lightning, 
Maple 
Leafs 

Bruins, 
Penguins 

Avalanch
e, Wild, 
Jets 

Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers, 
Flames 

Blues, 
Stars 

Andre
w 

Lightning, 
Panthers, 
Bruins 

Maple 
Leafs, 
Penguins 

Avalanch
e, Stars, 
Wild 

Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers, 
Flames 

Kraken, 
Blues 

Ryan 

Panthers, 
Maple 
Leafs, 
Lightning 

Bruins, 
Capitals 

Avalanch
e, Wild, 
Blues 

Golden 
Knight
s, 

Jets, 
Kraken 
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Writer 
Atlantic 
Playoff 
Teams 

East Wild 
Cards 

Central 
Playoff 
Teams 

Pacific 
Playoff 
Teams 

West Wild 
Cards 

Oilers, 
Flames 

Alec 

Lightning, 
Panthers, 
Maple 
Leafs 

Bruins, 
Flyers 

Avalanch
e, Wild, 
Jets 

Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers, 
Flames 

Stars, 
Kraken 

Zeke 

Lightning, 
Maple 
Leafs, 
Panthers 

Bruins, 
Penguins 

Avalanch
e, Jets, 
Wild 

Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers, 
Flames 

Stars, 
Blues 

Cody 
Lightning, 
Bruins, 
Panthers 

Hurricane
s, Maple 
Leafs 

Avalanch
e, Blues, 
Stars 

Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers, 
Flames 

Jets, 
Blackhawk
s 

KayDe
e 

Lightning, 
Bruins, 
Canadien
s 

Devils, 
Capitals 

Avalanch
e, Blues, 
Wild 

Kraken
, 
Golden 
Knight
s, 
Oilers 

Ducks, 
Jets 

Matt 

Lightning, 
Bruins, 
Maple 
Leafs 
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Hurricanes Point Predictions 

 Brian, Alec: 104 

 Ryan: 102 

 Andrew: 101 

 Zeke, Matt: 100 

 Cody: 97 

 Brett: 96 (ecin) 

 KayDee: 69 (plus some, but let’s be honest, no 
reason to keep counting once you have a point total 
that nice) 

Hurricanes Leaders: Goals, Assists, Points 

 Brian: Andrei Svechnikov, 36 goals; Sebastian Aho, 
61 assists; Aho, 97 points 

 Andrew: Svechnikov, 40 goals; Martin Necas, 44 
assists; Aho, 88 points 

 Ryan: Aho, 47 goals; Teuvo Teravainen, 60 assists; 
Aho, 96 points 

 Alec: Aho, 41 goals; Teravainen, 59 assists; Aho, 
88 points 

 Zeke: Aho, 42 goals; Necas, 51 assists; Aho, 88 
points 

 Cody: Aho, 34 goals; Aho, 54 assists; Aho, 88 
points 

 KayDee: Aho, 28 goals; Aho, 37 assists; Aho, 65 
points 

 Matt: Svechnikov, 45 goals; Aho, 60 assists; Aho, 
90 points 

 Brett: Svechnikov, 38 goals; Teravainen, 56 assists; 
Aho, 88 points 

(If Aho and Necas want to swap uniform numbers, according 
to our prognosticators, that would obviously be a reasonable 
course of action.) 

Stanley Cup Final Predictions 

 Brian: Maple Leafs over Golden Knights 

 Andrew: Avalanche over Panthers 

 Ryan: Golden Knights over Islanders 

 Alec: Avalanche over Panthers 

 Zeke: Avalanche over Panthers 

 Cody: Avalanche over Islanders 

 KayDee: Kraken over Hurricanes 

 Matt: Avalanche over Islanders 

 Brett: Avalanche over Lightning 

Now, it’s your turn! Who do you have taking the Stanley 
Cup? Where will the Hurricanes finish? Let’s see your 
predictions in the comments. 

And, as always, enjoy the season! 
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article254972837.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article254970722.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/puck-drop-4-keys-to-hurricanes-season/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/carolina-hurricanes-release-safety-guidelines-for-opening-night/19924337/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/get-prepared-what-you-need-to-know-about-opening-night-at-pnc-arena/c-326787532 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/get-prepared-what-you-need-to-know-about-opening-night-at-pnc-arena/c-326787532  

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/13/22724342/canes-country-2021-2022-nhl-season-predictions  
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Carolina Hurricanes are risking everything on Andersen and Raanta. It’s 
a worthy bet. 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK OCTOBER 13, 2021 3:30 PM 

 

Raleigh-It can get a little lost in a summer of near-constant churn and 
turnover, amid roster movement and salary-cap shenanigans, among the 
millions handed out in new contracts to players new and old. 

There’s still one huge question with this team, and no one knows the 
answer. 

There’s no doubt the Carolina Hurricanes are a playoff team from the net 
out. They’ve proven that over the past three seasons, that they’re 
capable, even if nothing is guaranteed from year to year. 

This season, like almost any season, will come down to the one position 
that changed more than any other. The Hurricanes are going to be as 
good as Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta are, period. End of story. It 
begins with Andersen on Thursday against the New York Islanders. 

“We’re going to play both of them,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We know that. But I think he’s ready to go.” 

And, OK, yes, let’s take a moment to appreciate that there’s a bit of dog-
bites-man there. Nobody gets to the playoffs without good goaltending. 
Nobody advances without near-perfect goaltending. You can paper over 
a weak third defensive pairing or a bad power play, but there’s no way to 
hide in net. 

The Hurricanes have been effectively shuffling bodies through the past 
three years — Petr Mrazek, Curtis McElhinney, James Reimer, Alex 
Nedeljkovic— with results that were at times respectable and at times 

exceptional, certainly good enough to get the Hurricanes through the 
regular season. 

But the Hurricanes have lost the goaltending battle three times now on 
their way to elimination, and while untimely injuries played a role, it’s 
inarguable that the Hurricanes haven’t gotten the postseason goaltending 
they needed when they needed it — even when Tuukka Rask tapped out 
in the Toronto bubble. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy may be the gold standard, but that doesn’t mean the 
Hurricanes can’t find someone to outplay him for two weeks. They at 
least had to try. 

Andersen and Raanta are charged with helping this still-young-with-so-
much-room-to-improve core and the new veteran depth maximize their 
considerable potential, and while the ceiling in net is unquestionably 
higher, each arrives with his own baggage. 

Andersen is being asked to do what he couldn’t do in Toronto, where he 
never won a playoff series with the Maple Leafs. Raanta has played at an 
elite level when healthy; that just hasn’t been often enough lately. 

It’s enough to ask, weren’t the Hurricanes just better off with Mrazek and 
Nedeljkovic? (Especially when the Leafs decided to replace Andersen 
with … Mrazek.) 

Fair to ask. And still yet to be answered, to be sure. But even amid that 
uncertainty, there are a couple of good reasons to expect the Hurricanes 
to not only be better off but far better off with this tandem than their 
predecessors. 

The ceiling is higher, especially if Raanta can get back to his best. The 
floor is higher, given Andersen’s proven reliability in the regular season. 
Without any disrespect to Mrazek or Nedeljkovic, less has to go perfectly 
along the way for the Hurricanes to end up in a better place. 

“Obviously, we’ve played against them in the past,” Hurricanes center 
Vincent Trocheck said. “They’re two elite goaltenders. I think Freddie was 
awesome in Toronto. He was always tough to beat. We’re excited to 
have him back there.” 
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There’s a bit of a yin and yang there, the steady Dane and the swing-for-
the-fences Finn, probably a good balance for a coach whose goal is for 
both of his goalies to end up playing 41 games in the end. Despite their 
resumes, they both have everything to prove. They’ll get that chance. 
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‘We’re all practiced out.’ Hurricanes are ready for season opener against 
Islanders  

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED OCTOBER 13, 2021 5:57 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had an extensive and exhaustive training 
camp. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has evaluated various line combinations 
of forwards and potential defensive pairings, new look power-play units 
and his two new goalies, Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

The players are all vaccinated. So, too, the coaches and all of the staff 
around them, mindful that the COVID-19 pandemic has not ended and 
that there’s an 82-game season to be played. 

And the Stanley Cup playoffs. The Canes plan on being a part of the 
playoffs for the fourth consecutive season under Brind’Amour. Their goal 
is a simple one: win the Cup. They believe they can do it. 

All that’s left is to drop the puck and begin the 2021-22 season. For the 
Canes, that comes Thursday at 7 p.m. against the New York Islanders 
before a sellout crowd at PNC Arena as Carolina, the 2021 Central 
Division champions, rejoins the Metropolitan Division and some old rivals 
like the Isles, Capitals and Penguins. 

Andersen will be in net for the opener, Brind’Amour said Wednesday. 
Having left the Toronto Maple Leafs after last season and signing with 
the Hurricanes, the veteran goaltender is coming off an uneven 2021 
season marred by injury and believes a fresh start with a new team is 
what he needs. 

RAL_CANESCAMP-SP-092321-RTW(2) (2) 

It should be a crowded scene in and around the arena. The N.C. State 
Fair begins its run Thursday across Trinity Road at the State 
Fairgrounds. The Canes are hoping for a sellout crowd. The message to 
all: come early. 

Opening night in the NHL always is special for every team and having the 
State Fair across the street should add a little extra pop to the 
atmosphere. Inside the arena, there’s the matter of opening a new 
season against a Barry Trotz team that reached the Stanley Cup 
semifinals last season before losing a seven-game series to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

“Everybody is itching to get out there,” center Vincent Trocheck said 
Wednesday to the media. 

Brind’Amour likes his team, which he likes to call “our group.” He’s ready 
for the season opener. 

“I think everybody is,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday in a media interview. 
“I think we’re all practiced out, so to speak. Guys want to play.” 

The coach, like the players, says there will be first-game butterflies. 

“I’ve still got some questions about the whole group because I’m not 100 
percent about how the lines are going to go; I’m not sure how the 
combinations are going to work,” Brind’Amour said. “We haven’t had a 
chance to really see it go. You probably need to be excited, as a coach, 
but you’re always a little apprehensive.” 

Brind’Amour’s first three teams as head coach have had strong starts. In 
2018-19, the Canes lost to the Islanders in overtime in the opener at 
PNC Arena but then won the next four. A year later, the Canes won the 
first five games and six of the first seven. 

The 2020-21 season did not begin until January because of the 
pandemic and was condensed to a 56-game regular season with four 
new divisions. Carolina won six of its first seven games, including a 1-0 
overtime win over Tampa Bay. 

Goalie Petr Mrazek had the shutout in that game. He’s gone. So are 
goalies James Reimer and Alex Nedeljkovic. The Canes have turned to 
Andersen and Raanta. 

But it’s a new mix on this Hurricanes team, with new players taking on 
important roles. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo, for one. He’ll quarterback 
the Canes’ first power-play unit. The Canes traded for defenseman Ethan 
Bear and Brind’Amour should have Bear play Thursday with Jaccob 
Slavin in the top D pairing — in a spot on the right side vacated by the 
departed Dougie Hamilton. 

RAL_CANESCAMP-SP-092321-RTW (15) 

The Canes obtained forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi from the Montreal 
Canadiens after the Habs did not match Carolina’s offer sheet — one 
year, $6.1 million — to the restricted free agent. Brind’Amour had him on 
the Canes’ top line with Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas in the 
Wednesday practice at PNC Arena. 

“He fits in great,” Trocheck said of Kotkaniemi. “Tons of skill, big frame. 
He sees the ice really well, smart hockey player. Whoever gets to play 
with him I think it will be be easy for him.” 

It’s also time for others to take the next step, become bigger contributors. 

Andrei Svechnikov signed an eight-year contract with the Canes that 
pays him an average of $7.75 million a year. Much is expected of the 
power forward as he enters his fourth NHL season. More is expected of 
Necas as he begins his third full season, and with a potential big contract 
of his own to be earned this season. 

“We’re all ready to get started,” Necas said in media interview. “We have 
some new guys who I think will fit in, and it will be nice to see how it 
goes.” 

Of note ... 

The Canes announced Wednesday that Aho would join Slavin and 
Jordan Martinook as an alternate captain this season. Jordan Staal is the 
captain. 

N.Y. Islanders at Carolina Hurricanes 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM. 

This story was originally published October 13, 2021 1:53 PM. 
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Islanders to open season with 13 road games before debut of new arena 

 

By VIN A. CHERWOO 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

OCT 13, 2021 AT 2:44 PM 
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The New York Islanders know what it means to play away from home for 
a long time. They spent nearly two months in Canada for the 2020 playoff 
bubble — reaching the Eastern Conference finals — after the pandemic 
disrupted the season. 

They now face a record-setting stretch without a home game: The 
Islanders will begin the season with 13 straight road games while 
construction of their sparkling new UBS Arena is completed. It is the 
second-longest road trip in NHL history — Vancouver had 14 in a row 
during the 2009-10 season, but that included the NHL’s Olympic break — 
and the longest to open a season. 

New York won’t play at home until Nov. 20, more than five weeks into the 
season. 

“It’ll be a challenge for sure,” center Brock Nelson said. “Probably the 
longest trip most of us have had outside of the bubble, which was unique 
in itself, so maybe we’ll lean on that personal experience of what we’ve 
done in the past. We have a tight-knit group, guys you can get together 
on days off, do some fun things, hang out, build some chemistry, take it 
one game, one day at a time and try to power through this and come up 
with a positive record on the other side.” 

Playing a few more games at Nassau Coliseum wasn’t an option, so the 
NHL drew up a schedule that puts 13 road games on the Islanders’ slate 
over 33 days. There are trips to Canada, to Arizona and two to Florida as 
the Isles’ crisscross the country. 

Coach Barry Trotz said he isn’t worried about how his players will handle 
the opening road swing, having fostered a one-game-at-a-time approach 
during his three seasons with the team. Fatigue will be watched closely. 

“We have a lot of trust in our group and we understand the situation,” 
Trotz said. “This group has been really great at that. They’re not 
complainers, they understand it. Life’s not always easy, and you know 
going on the road is actually I think it’d be a good thing for us we’ve been 
at home for quite a while (for training camp). And I think an early road trip 
is always good and this will be good for this group.” 

The Islanders have a strong home record under Trotz — combining to go 
65-26-13 — and they have also had some success on the road at 50-41-
11. The Islanders will also play seven straight away from home in April, 
with the two stretches combining for 20 of the season’s 41 road games. 
That means New York will be home for two of every three games for 
most of the season. 

“I think the league, whoever does the schedule, probably took that into 
account and gave us a couple of breaks to be nice,” Nelson said. “I’m 
sure I’ll try to utilize those days at home with family, rest and just try to 
recover a bit and get ready for the next game.” 

The Islanders open the season at Carolina on Thursday night, and after 
reaching the semifinals the last two seasons, they know there are lofty 
expectations for the team this year. 

“The goal stays the same,” forward Anthony Beauvillier said. “We want to 
get to the Stanley Cup, we want to get to the playoffs. Those are the 
times where you make memories, those are the times you remember so 
we definitely want to go back to where we were last year. It’s exciting, 
just the season for us and our fans, new building. ... Everyone is looking 
forward to it and we can’t wait to get it going.” 

At least the Isles’ know they will have a raucous welcome next month 
when they return home to the arena next to Belmont Park, just a half-
hour drive down the Jericho Turnpike from Nassau Coliseum: Season 
tickets for Year One at UBS Arena are sold out. 

 

New York Daily News LOADED: 10.14.2021 

1193265 New York Islanders 

 

Lamoriello's in-depth analysis: Isles have four lines of talent 

 

Neil Best 

4-5 minutes 10/13/2021 

 

Lou Lamoriello does not generally gush, and even when he made a bold 
assertion on Wednesday, his tone was as even as usual. 

But the Islanders general manager offered strong words — for him — 
about the state of his roster when he spoke to reporters on a video call in 
advance of Thursday night’s opener against the Hurricanes in Raleigh. 

"This is the deepest team that we’ve had here," he said, "as far as the 
differential of talent from top to bottom. So we feel very good. But once 
again, we have to go out and perform." 

This is the fourth season of the Lamoriello/Barry Trotz partnership, which 
has resulted in three playoff appearances and two consecutive trips to 
the NHL semifinals. 

With the Islanders set to open a new arena next month, a veteran roster 
and clearly in go-for-it mode, Lamoriello believes the necessary pieces 
are in place. 

"Unfortunately, you cannot keep everyone," he said. "But you hope that 
you can have the people to put into those positions, and we’re a four-line 
team." 

There are personnel changes every year, in this case the departures 
after last season of Nick Leddy and Jordan Eberle and the arrivals of 
veterans Zdeno Chara and Zach Parise. 

But the Islanders mostly have kept their longtime core together, and now 
are poised for another run. 

When told of Lamoriello’s comments about the team’s depth, captain 
Anders Lee concurred. 

"Now it’s time to put it all together and go play some games and execute 
on having this opportunity," he said. 

"We’ve been going at this for a while now, and I think we’re all looking 
around and looking at the guys in the room and understanding what’s 
available here for us." 

The Islanders will take 25 players on the road to start the season, 
including two who are on the injured list in goaltender Semyon Varlamov 
and forward Matt Martin. 

On Wednesday the team added forward Kieffer Bellows and goalie Cory 
Schneider to the roster and sent defenseman Thomas Hickey and 
goaltender Jakub Skarek to Bridgeport. 

"We feel really good where we are right now," Lamoriello said. "This is 
where we thought we would end up, or wanted to end up, and 
fortunately, we’re there." 

Both Lamoriello and Trotz emphasized the importance of taking this one 
step at a time. The season is back to normal length for the first time since 
2018-19, and the playoffs are a long, long way away. 

"Right now, as far as I’m concerned, the glass is half full," Lamoriello 
said. "It's an exciting time of the year . . . When you're a veteran team, 
you can't wait for training camp to get over to get started with the games. 
When you're a young player you just soak in everything you possibly can 
during training camp. 

"So, we're ready to start playing." 

Notes & quotes: Lamoriello declined to comment on a timeline for 
negotiating a new contract with Trotz, whose five-year deal expires after 
next season. "I don’t want you to take that and interpret it in any way," he 
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said, "but those are all private matters." . . . Oliver Wahlstrom, 21, on 
linemate Parise, 37: "I’ve watched him play since I was born." 
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Ryan Pulock, Islanders Agree to 8-Year Contract Extension: Report 

 

Published 6 hours ago on October 13, 2021 

By Christian Arnold 

 

Lou Lamoriello appeared to work his magic once more. The New York 
Islanders and defenseman Ryan Pulock have agreed to an 8-year 
contract extension worth just under $50 million, according to Darren 
Dreger. 

The news comes on the eve of the Islanders season opener in Carolina 
on Thursday. Pulock is on the final year of a 2-year deal he signed in 
November of 2020 and would have been an unrestricted free agent this 
upcoming offseason. 

The extension comes with a no-trade clause during the first five years, 
before becoming a limited no-trade clause the final three years, 
according to Dreger. 

Ryan Pulock has been part of New York’s top defensive pair over the 
past few seasons along with Adame Pelech, who signed an 8-year 
contract extension of his own in August. Pulock had 17 points (two goals, 
15 assists) in 56 regular-season games last year. 

He also had one of the most iconic saves in the Islanders playoff run as 
well. Ryan Pulock made a game-saving stop in Game 4 of the Stanley 
Cup Semifinals to keep Tampa Bay from forcing overtime. 

It’s the second time this year that Lamoriello has been able to lock up 
one of his key defensive pieces at a reasonable rate. Pelech’s 8-year 
deal, worth $5.75 million, was also viewed as a steal for the hall-of-fame 
hockey excutive. 
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NEW YORK ISLANDERSAnders Lee Gains New Perspective, 
Appreciation to Begin This Season 

 

Published 7 hours ago on October 13, 2021 

By Christian Arnold 

 

It will have been 217 days since Anders Lee last laced up his skates and 
played in an NHL game that counted when he hits the ice on Thursday 
for the New York Islanders season opener in Carolina. 

In that time, the Islanders clawed their way to the end of the 2020-21 
regular season, knocked off the Pittsburgh Penguins and Boston Bruins 
and came within a game of advancing to the Stanley Cup final for the first 
time since 1984. All the While, Lee had to watch from afar as he 
recovered from surgery to repair an ACL injury he suffered on March 11 
against New Jersey. 

While having to watch his team play without him for all that time was 
tough on Anders Lee, it gave the 31-year-old a new perspective on how 
to lead the group that is once again expected to compete for a Stanley 
Cup. 

“Having to adjust a little bit and take things on in a different way, whether 
it was during the recovery or in the middle of a run,” Lee said. “You can’t 
take for granted this opportunity to play each day. It’s just a huge 
privilege and I’m excited to get back to getting on the ice and playing with 
the boys in a real game. I mean that’s all you really want.” 

The Islanders forward will be back in his usual spot once the puck drops 
on Thursday. Lee will be the big body in front of the net that the Islanders 
lacked for most of the previous season and struggled to replace. 

Lee’s net-front presence often creates scoring opportunities for New 
York’s top line, in particular Mathew Barzal. The top line couldn’t find the 
same offensive output following Lee’s injury in March, but that should 
change with him back in the fold. 

In the two preseason games that Anders Lee did participate in he 
finished with a combined four points (three goals, one assist), which 
included a pair of goals and a helper in the preseason finale against the 
New York Rangers. Lee’s chemistry with Barzal returned almost 
instantaneously and he’s worked out well with Kyle Palmieri on that line. 

The Islanders will be happy to have one of their key pieces back on the 
ice, as well as one of the team’s largest influences. 

While Lee didn’t play during the Islanders’ run to the Stanley Cup 
Semifinals, he was around the team. He was famously captured in the 
team’s dressing room give a pregame speech before exiting the room in 
dramatic fashion. 

“He found different ways to lead even though he wasn’t on the ice,” head 
coach Barry Trotz said. “He found ways to keep the group together. He’s 
just grown. He understands he missed it. It could have been a great 
opportunity. I mean how big could have Anders Lee been for us in that 
Tampa Series. We lost in Game 7 1-0, could he have been a difference? 
We’ll never know. 

“What he’s understanding is that it might have been a missed opportunity 
for him. He doesn’t want to miss another opportunity. He wants to make 
sure it happens for him to take the next step and this group to take the 
next step.” 

The Islanders are expected to take that next step this season in a big 
way. New York, according to most experts, is picked to at least reach the 
Stanley Cup Final this year. Others expect them to win the whole thing. 

It’s a far cry from where the Islanders were when Lee busted onto the 
scene in 2013. 

“We take it day by day, game by game,” Lee said. “We can’t get to where 
we want to go right off the bat. There’s a lot in between and a lot we have 
to work on still, and get better at. All those little things. It’s no surprise, 
but we’re just taking it game by game right now and looking forward to 
getting after it.” 
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NEW YORK ISLANDERSSemyon Varlamov, Matt Martin Not Ready for 
Start of Islanders Season 

 

Published 12 hours ago on October 13, 2021 

By Christian Arnold 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 14, 2021 

 

 

Matt Martin and Semyon Varlamov will make the trip to North Carolina for 
Thursday’s season opener against the Carolina Hurricanes, but neither 
will be suiting up. 

Any last-ditch hope that either would be able to play appeared to be 
dashed by New York Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello. The 
Islanders are carrying 25 players on their roster, but Varlamov and Martin 
both are starting the year on the IR. 

“Varlamov is not ready at this point and nor is Matt Martin,” Lamoriello 
said during a Zoom call. 

It seemed all but a forgone conclusion that neither player was going to be 
ready for the first game of the season. Martin did skate with the team on 
a few occasions, but Varlamov has not. The veteran goaltender had been 
skating on his own as he recovered from “soreness.” 

Varlamov’s absence has drawn a bit more attention considering its 
secretiveness. Martin had undergone surgery to repair a chip in his 
ankle. 

The two had been expected to be ready for the start of the season, but 
as their presence away from the ice lingered it became less of a 
certainty. Still, the Islanders are confident that when Semyon Varlamov 
returns whatever is ailing him won’t be a long-term issue. 

“I don’t think it lingered any longer. We knew that we were going to give it 
as much possible time as necessary to be 100 percent,” Lamoriello said. 
“That’s what we’re doing, but we’re extremely comfortable that it won’t be 
long.” 

Part of the Islanders’ comfortability being without Semyon Varlamov to 
start the year has been the confidence in Ilya Sorokin. The young 
netminder had a strong rookie showing, which included helping the 
Islanders defeat the Pittsburgh Penguins in the opening round of the 
playoffs last season. 

Now the 26-year-old will get the role of starter until Varlamov returns. 
Cory Schneider will serve as the Islanders’ backup until then as well and 
then be sent down to AHL Bridgeport. 

“I just think (Sorokin is) comfortable with his teammates, he’s comfortable 
with a lot of different aspects (of the NHL),” head coach Barry Trotz said. 
“The overall experience of being here in North America, he’s just more 
comfortable. And with his talent base, those two things should give him a 
real good opportunity to show what he can really do. In a short period of 
time last year he has done really well. You saw it in the playoffs and you 
saw it in the regular season. 

“I don’t expect that to change any.” 
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Meet the Opposition: Carolina Hurricanes First Up on Islanders Radar in 
21-22 

 

Published 17 hours ago on October 13, 2021 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders kick off the 2021-22 regular season with a 13-
game road trip, the longest ever in NHL history to start. The first stop on 
that voyage is a meeting with the Carolina Hurricanes, a club that is 
expected to fight the Islanders for the top spot in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Last season, the Islanders and the Hurricanes did not meet, given the 
adjusted divisions due to COVID-19. But now, with a full 82-game 
schedule, these two teams will meet three times in what should be an 
exciting season series. 

Since the Islanders last saw the Hurricanes, back on March 7th of 2020, 
Carolina has grown to become a powerhouse in the NHL. 

After winning the central division during the shortened 56-game season, 
the Hurricanes saw their postseason run end at the hands of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning after five games. Tampa, who finished third in the Central, 
got into their groove in the postseason and capped off their run by raising 
the Stanley Cup for a second consecutive year. 

The 2020-21 season saw the Hurricanes perform well on the defensive 
side of the puck, which was the main reason for how high they finished in 
the standings. The Hurricanes finished fifth in the NHL, only allowing 2.39 
goals-against per game. For reference, the Islanders finished second at 
2.23. 

A primary reason for the strong defensive numbers for Carolina was the 
play of rookie netminder Alex Nedeljkovich, who posted a 1.90 goals-
against average with a .932 save percentage. Those numbers led the 
NHL amongst goaltenders who played in 17 or more games, with the 
rookie playing in 23. Due to contract disagreements, general manager 
Don Waddell elected to ship the Calder Finalist to Detroit. 

There was a goalie swap, as veteran goaltender Petr Mrazek left 
Carolina to join Toronto and Frederik Andersen left Toronto and signed 
with Carolina. To solidify the goaltending tandem, Carolina signed 
veteran netminder Antti Raanta. 

Both Andersen and Raanta have a history of injuries, and staying healthy 
will be the top priority. 

Andersen is coming off a down year, having posted a .895 SV% with a 
GAA of 2.61 in 24 games. The play of 29-year old Jack Campbell made 
Andersen a non-necessity moving forward, hence his departure. He is 
expected to get the start against the Islanders on Thursday. 

Other significant signings by Carolina were former Rangers defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo and forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi (offer-sheet not matched 
by Montreal). Top-pairing defenseman Dougie Hamilton was not brought 
back, as he signed in New Jersey. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear’s talents were acquired from Edmonton. Bear is 
a 24-year old who has shown great potential thus far over his three-year 
NHL career. 

Did the Hurricanes get better? 

Despite still being coached by one of the best in the business in Rod 
BrindA’mor, the defense is without their number one defenseman in 
Hamilton. 

Yes, there is depth on the backend, but we are talking about losing a 
talented player without bringing in anyone that can fill the void he leaves 
behind. Even with Bear being brought in, Jake Gardiner will be missing 
from the backend after undergoing surgery on his hip and back in early 
September. 

Andersen and Raanta could be a rather strong tandem, but health is a 
major concern along with consistency. 

The offense did add weapons as Kotkaniemi is a rising star but has a lot 
of pressure to produce, given the $6.1 million he is making this year. 

Dom Luszczyszyn, a national NHL reporter for The Athletic, believes that 
the Carolina Hurricanes will take a step back this season. His model 
projects the Hurricanes to finish fourth in the Metro, with the loss of 
Hamilton and the question mark in goal heavily weighing the result. 

“Last season they made due on that with a season where they paced for 
117 points, but the model is forecasting a fierce market correction for 
2021-22.” writes Lusczczyszyn. “Just 95-to-96 points, 13th best in the 
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league, and not nearly a playoff lock at 62 percent. In a tough division, 
the Hurricanes will have to earn their place again.” 

Luszcyszyn’s model projects the Islanders to finish atop the Metropolitan 
Division. 

“None of those are guarantees due to how stacked the East and the 
Metropolitan Division are, but the Islanders appear to be firmly in the 
driver’s seat near the top. Their 100.8 point projection is essentially right 
in line with how the team has performed on average over the last three 
seasons, so it’s nice for the model to align with reality finally.” 

Despite projections and the stat sheets, this season is a brand new 
season where anything can happen. The Islanders and the Hurricanes 
both will look to get off to a strong start. 

The puck drops in Raleigh on Thursday at 7 PM ET. 
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NYHN Daily: Islanders Have Unfinished Business, Predictions & More 

 

Published 17 hours ago on October 13, 2021 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

After back to back trips to the semi-finals, the New York Islanders have 
some unfinished business to take care of this season. They are Stanley 
Cup favorites, for the first time in a long time. (NYI Hockey Now) 

Who will win the Stanley Cup? Will the Islanders finally accomplish the 
feat? Who wins the Vezina, the Hart, and the Calder? The National 
Hockey Now staff give their predictions. (NYI Hockey Now) 

Preseason has come and gone with the Islanders getting set to kick off 
their campaign. What have we learned about this team and what needs 
to happen for them to have success this season? (The Athletic) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins headed to Tampa, where they had to watch the 
banner raising prior to their game against the Lightning. Despite being 
underdogs in the game, the Penguins were by far the better team, taking 
the game by a score of 6-2. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Boston Bruins forward Taylor Hall has showcased his offense throughout 
his career. While there isn’t much he hasn’t done at the NHL level, he will 
be given a new task this season. Hall will be playing in front of the net on 
the Bruins power play. (Boston Hockey Now) 

The Washington Capitals seem to be entering the 2021-22 season 
banged up. The good news is that Nicklas Backstrom, who’s on LTIR, 
skated for the first time. Alex Ovechkin, who got hurt in preseason, was 
in full gear, with his status still unknown for opening night. (Washington 
Hockey Now) 

Owen Tippet, the 10th overall pick by the Florida Panthers in 2017, 
seems to be hitting his stride. After playing with Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Sam Bennett last postseason, that line remains as Tippet looks to 
elevate his game even more. (Florida Hockey Now) 

Top prospect Lucas Raymond has made the Detroit Red Wings roster. 
Raymond knows that just because he is up with the club doesn’t mean 
he will remain there for the whole season. He will have to continue to put 
the work in and do what he can to help the team each night. (Detroit 
Hockey Now) 

The Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Seattle Kraken 4-3, in what was 
a fantastic hockey game. Despite blowing a 3-0 lead, Vegas got the last 
goal and held on. Here are the takeaways. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Despite missing the preseason, Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale 
Makar is quietly confident in his game. He was held out for precaution 
and told the media that he is ready to go. (Colorado Hockey Now) 

Although it looked like Evander Kane’s contract would remain on the San 
Jose Sharks books this season, it seems that a suspension is forth-
coming and his money will not count towards the clubs salary cap. What 
does general manager Doug Wilson do with the money? (San Jose 
Hockey Now) 

The Vancouver Canucks have waived forward Zack MacEwen Tuesday 
morning and signed winger Alex Chiasson to a one-year contract worth 
$750,000. Chiasson had been skating on a line with JT Miller and Elias 
Pettersson during Monday’s practice, just prior to the club’s season 
opening roster announcement, and was skating with the same linemates 
on Tuesday. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

The NHL’s vaccination rate is incredible. As of Tuesday, there were only 
four players across the league who had not been vaccinated. This 
speaks volume to the relationship between the NHL and the NHL PA. 
(NHL) 

For the first time in 17 years, the NHL on ESPN theme song played. 
Justin Bieber narrates a fantastic video that discusses the creation of the 
music by Bob Christianson. (NHL) 
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What's up with Filip Forsberg's contract after Nashville Predators sign 
Mattias Ekholm to extension? 

 

Paul Skrbina 

2-3 minutes 10/13/2021 

 

A plan isn't part of Filip Forsberg's plan. 

Other than playing "the best hockey," he can, the Nashville Predators 
forward said he has no idea when he might sign his next contract. The 
27-year-old will be an unrestricted free agent after this season, should he 
not sign an extension with Nashville. 

Forsberg, in the final season of a six-year, $36 million deal, addressed 
the subject again Wednesday, the same day teammate Mattias Ekoholm 
signed a four-year, $25 million extension to stay in Nashville and a day 
before the season opener against the Seattle Kraken. 

Forsberg said he wasn't sure whether negotiations would take place 
during the season or whether he would test the open market. 

He's aware attention would shift to him upon Ekholm's signing. 

"I honestly don't have a plan," Forsberg said. "I'm just going to play. 
Obviously, guys sign early. For me, it's just about playing. The only way I 
can put myself in the best position possible is by playing to the best of my 
abilities. ... If that leads to a contract tomorrow or whatever, that's just out 
of my hands." 

Predators general manager David Poile knew negotiations with Forsberg 
would be different than with Ekholm, who repeatedly expressed his 
desire to sign an extension to stay in Nashville. 
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Forsberg, who has the second-most goals (178) and fifth-most points 
(385) in franchise history, said early during training camp he was focused 
on hockey. 
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Nashville Predators sign Mattias Ekholm to contract extension 

 

Paul Skrbina 

3-4 minutes 10/13/2021 

 

"Yesterday" arrived Wednesday for Nashville Predators defenseman 
Mattias Ekholm. 

Now he'll spend many more tomorrows in Nashville, just like he was 
hoping. 

Ekholm signed a four-year, $25 million contract extension with the team 
on the eve of the season opener. 

Ekholm, 31, made no secret a couple of weeks ago his desire to stay 
with the Predators. 

He called the decision a "no-brainer" Wednesday after he was introduced 
at a press conference, and after he introduced and thanked his wife, Ida, 
two children, William and Mya, and the family's nanny who were sitting in 
the front row. 

Three of them, minus the napping Mya, posed for a picture afterward 

Ekholm's image was plastered all over TVs throughout Bridgestone 
Arena before the announcement. 

"I'd rather have it done yesterday," Ekholm said in late September when 
asked about his contract. 

On Wednesday, he expressed relief that yesterday came. He also 
mentioned that the decision was about much more than hockey. 

"From the first guy (you see) when you're driving down the tunnel, and 
you meet the parking guards, to the equipment guys to the vendors to 
everyone that works around the front office and coaches and everyone," 
Ekholm said. "It's just a family kind of feeling here, and we've always 
enjoyed that." 

He also said he wasn't going to negotiate a deal during this season, 
meaning he would have become an unrestricted free agent after the 
season. He was a fourth-round pick of the Predators' in 2009. 

His six-year, $22.5 million contract was set to expire after this season. 

Ekholm has 51 goals and 168 assists inn 586 games spanning 10 
seasons with the Predators. 

"I want to be here. I want to stay here," Ekholm said during training 
camp. 

Predators general manager David Poile joked Ekholm would have signed 
a 20-year extension if it was on the table. 

He called Ekholm a "low-maintenance" player who doesn't always like 
officials, which is a good thing, Poile said. 

A big reason Ekholm decided to stay is family. His son William just 
started school, he said. He called Nashville his family's second home.  

Filip Forsberg, who is set to become an unrestricted free agent after this 
season, has not yet signed an extension and said during camp he wasn't 
focused on that.  

Forsberg expressed glee for his teammate, but didn't offer much of an 
update on his own status, saying he didn't "have a plan," other than to 
play hockey. 

"He's a mean guy; you don't want to play against him," Forsberg said of 
Ekholm. "He's the one guy who seems to (tick) everyone off on the other 
team. That's exactly what you need." 

The Predators begin the season Thursday against the expansion Seattle 
Kraken at Bridgestone Arena. 
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Our Nashville Predators record prediction — plus 5 other bold 
proclamations 

 

Paul Skrbina 

5-6 minutes 10/13/2021 

 

Predicting something as unpredictable as an NHL season is predictably 
unwise. 

But a lot has changed in Nashville since last season ended. Ryan Ellis is 
gone. Viktor Arvidssson, too. Two of the franchise's most valuable 
players disappeared in trades over the summer as the team attempts to 
pull off what Predators general manager David Poile termed a 
"competitive rebuild." 

"Face of the franchise" Pekka Rinne has retired too. To say the team's 
playoff streak is in jeopardy would be an understatement.  

But there is reason to cast eyes on the future, even in the present. 

This team could be competitive, even in a tough division, should Poile's 
instincts prove correct. Will it be enough to play in the postseason for the 
eighth consecutive year? 

Here are five bold predictions for the 2021-22 season, for better or 
worse: 

Winnin' Juuse? 

Juuse Saros is a longshot to win the Vezina Trophy. That doesn't mean 
he won't continue to make case that began last season, when he finished 
fifth after he led the team's late-season push to the playoffs. 

He has a new contract. He has a renewed sense of confidence. What he 
doesn't have anymore is Pekka Rinne by his side. Or Viktor Arvidsson. 
Or Ryan Ellis. Or Calle Jarnkrok. 

That means Saros will have to play like a Vezina contender if the 
Predators are going to contend for a playoff spot. 

My guess is he will. But will that be enough for the team to play beyond 
the regular season?  

Playoffs?! 

The Predators have played in the postseason for seven consecutive 
years. That streak has been in jeopardy the last two seasons, starting 
with failing to make out of the qualifying round in 2020, and last season 
when they finished with a flurry only to lose to the Hurricanes in six 
games in the first round. 
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This season could prove more of a challenge to keep that streak alive for 
a team that will rely on a bevy of young players, including Eeli Tolvanen, 
Philip Tomasino, Dante Fabbro, Yakov Trenin, Tanner Jeanott and the 
like. 

Playing in the Central Division with the Avalanche, Stars and Jets won't 
help, either. 

Unless those youngsters thrive, and unless Ryan Johansen and Matt 
Duchene rebound strongly from the last two seasons, this team will be on 
the outside looking in come the postseason. 

My guess is, that streak comes to an end.  

Re-Fil or no Re-Fil? 

Poile showed this offseason he's willing to part with the past. He has 
been hesitant to think about parting with Forsberg, though he may have 
no choice this season. 

Forsberg, who will be an unrestricted free agent after this season, very 
well could be traded by the deadline if the Predators are on the selling 
side of the ledger. He hasn't signed an extension yet, and the team would 
be wise to get something in return for the man who is is second in 
franchise history in goals (178), sixth in assists (206), fifth in points (385), 
fourth in goals created (154.3), second in power-play goals (48) and first 
in hat tricks (6). 

Difficult decisions are part of the gig. Fans might not like no more 
Forsberg, but if played correctly, his departure could pay dividends in the 
future. Losing him and getting nothing in return would be worse than the 
alternative.  

Hynes stays or Hynes goes? 

Forsberg isn't the only one in a contract year. John Hynes was hired as 
the third coach in franchise history, to replace Peter Laviolette in January 
2020. He's hardly had much time to prove himself. I'd bank on Hynes 
staying, unless the Predators find themselves at the bottom of the 
Central. 

He's not afraid to sit highly paid players who aren't performing. He's not 
afraid to make difficult decisions. He's not afraid to stand by them. 

In short, he deserves a chance to fail or succeed. This season shouldn't 
be make-or-break. Not with the hand or roster he's been dealt. 

Phil-up? 

Philip Tomasino has proven his worth at every level. Can he prove it at 
the NHL level? If he's put in position to succeed, yes. That means playing 
meaningful minutes on meaningful lines, something Hynes likely will be 
willing to do. 

The Predators have struggled to nurture offensive players. Tomasino 
could change that. 

I say he will. No pressure, but let's go with 20 goals and 45 points as a 
goal, one he will achieve. 

Bonus round 

Predators predicted record/finish: 35-36-10. Those 80 points won't be 
enough to smell the postseason. 
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Ten bold (and not so bold) predictions for the 2021-22 Predators season 

 

Adam Vingan, Joe Rexrode 

7-8 minutes 10/13/2021 

 

The 2021-22 Predators season, one with plenty of intrigue, kicks off 
Thursday against the Seattle Kraken. 

Before it gets started, here are 10 predictions, ranging from mild to 
scorching hot: 

The Predators miss the playoffs for the first time since 2014 

Let us rip off the Band-Aid right away. 

Predators brass is quick to point out the team has qualified for the 
postseason in each of the past seven years, the second-longest active 
streak in the NHL. 

That comes to an end this season, when the Predators finish seventh in 
the Central Division, ahead of only the tanking Arizona Coyotes. There 
are simply too many questions hanging over the (competitively) rebuilt 
roster, the sixth youngest in the league, to feel confident in the Predators. 

Who can be counted on to score? Will the young players be up to the 
task? Is Juuse Saros, who has never started more than 35 games in a 
season, ready to handle a significantly increased workload? 

When the Predators released their opening-night roster, it was startling 
not to see Rinne on it. The 38-year-old goaltender with 667 career starts 
over 15 seasons retired in July as the greatest player in franchise history. 
Accordingly, his No. 35 deserves to be the first retired by the 
organization. The Predators will waste no time in doing so. 

Kunin, 23, brushed off a sluggish start last season, scoring eight of his 10 
goals over the Predators’ final 17 games. All 10 of Kunin’s goals came at 
five-on-five, which led the team. 

Kunin will start on a line with Mikael Granlund and Eeli Tolvanen. Last 
season, Kunin, Granlund and the departed Calle Jarnkrok were the 
Predators’ most consistent forward combination, outscoring opponents 
16-7, according to MoneyPuck. 

Coach John Hynes will lean heavily on the Granlund line this season, 
and with more ice time, Kunin reaches the 20-goal mark for the first time 
in his young career. 

Since signing with the Predators in summer 2018, the tenacious Grimaldi 
has had several great moments, such as when he scored four goals in a 
game last season. It appears, however, his days as a lineup regular are 
over. It could be because of his defensive ability, which does not seem to 
meet Hynes’ standards. 

At some point this season, the Predators will trade Grimaldi and his $2 
million cap hit to a team in need of forward depth. 

Filip Forsberg doesn’t re-sign during the season but isn’t traded 

The Predators took care of an important piece of business Wednesday, 
signing Mattias Ekholm to a four-year, $25 million contract. Attention now 
turns to Forsberg, whose deal expires after the season. Negotiations are 
progressing slowly, and the longer they last, the more worrisome the 
situation becomes. 

The allure of a big payday in free agency will be too much for Forsberg to 
ignore. Instead of trading him before the March 21 deadline, however, 
the Predators take a risk and hold on to him, hoping he changes his 
mind. 

The term “bust” is thrown around prematurely again 

It’s not surprising to me that Philip Tomasino made the opening-day 
roster, because this team needs help. It needs some of the offensive 
potential he brings, the skating, the skill. It will surprise me, though, if 
Tomasino comes right in and starts realizing that potential at a rate 
satisfactory to Preds fans who have been clamoring for him. More likely, 
Tomasino will take lumps and have some humbling stretches this 
season, possibly enough that the Preds will decide he needs some time 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 14, 2021 

 

in Milwaukee. This is how things normally go for forwards in this league, 
including some of the best veterans on this team. The key will be how 
Tomasino handles the ups and downs, and how quickly he can figure 
things out in the best, most physically demanding hockey league in the 
world. 

The Forward Formerly Known as a Bust continues to leave that in the 
dust 

Tomasino should have a handy confidant/adviser in Tolvanen, the last 
Preds forward to come in with massive expectations, be overhyped by 
media members who shall not be named, and carry that “B” word around 
even though he was really too young for that to possibly apply. Tolvanen 
was all of 21 years old when he started to put things together last 
season, then he got hurt and his effectiveness waned a bit. It says here 
he has a 20-goal season for the Preds, playing with Mikael Granlund and 
Luke Kunin, and serving as the most lethal aspect of the Preds’ power 
play. 

It’s a completely different dynamic this season for Saros. No longer the 
protege. No longer Robin to Rinne’s Batman. No longer uncertain about 
how much work he will be getting and when, which was the case a year 
ago even as the transition from Rinne to Saros as the starting goaltender 
was well underway. It’s his crease now, and that should help him come 
right out and play well this season. It’s also not realistic to expect Saros 
to be, for an entire 82-game season, the guy who played at a Vezina-
worthy level to drag this team into the playoffs. He’s going to be among 
the top third of goaltenders in the league, and that’s pretty good. 

The Preds sign Forsberg in late December 

Forsberg has made it clear he isn’t happy that his former linemate and 
close friend Viktor Arvidsson was traded away. He has reason to 
question the direction of this franchise on the ice, and to not desire being 
part of an “actual” rebuild. He also has good reason to desire hitting the 
open market and seeing what kind of deal he can get with multiple teams 
bidding on him. But it says here the Preds get off to a strong start for a 
change, and that it’s enough to convince Forsberg — after seeing his 
buddy Ekholm sign an extension — to buy into David Poile’s vision and 
re-up to take that storyline away as a distraction. With a healthy, 
productive start for Forsberg motivating Poile to get it done, let’s call it six 
years, $42 million. 

The Preds WILL make the playoffs 

This may be preseason hype clogging up the thought processor, but 
mark it down: The Preds are the last Western Conference team to get in, 
finishing ahead of St. Louis, Winnipeg, oversold Chicago and lowly 
Arizona in the Central. The main reason the outside world is down on the 
Preds is that the two players — and contracts — weighing them down 
are back and the expectations for both have plummeted. But it also says 
here that Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene respond with good enough 
seasons to make this team better than most think (and by the way, look 
for much more on both very soon on The Athletic). 
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Ekholm: Signing extension with Predators a ‘no brainer’ 

 

Michael Gallagher 

3-4 minutes 

 

Seven months ago, Mattias Ekholm’s future with the Nashville Predators 
was anything but certain. 

Now, the 31-year-old defenseman is tied to the Predators for the next five 
seasons after agreeing to a four-year, $25 million contract extension 
($6.25 million average annual value) with the team on Wednesday 
morning. 

The deal came together in the final hours after Ekholm and his family set 
a firm deadline of before the start of the regular season on Thursday to 
get the extension done. 

“There’s never perfect negotiations,” Predators General Manager David 
Poile said. "This was hard." 

“It’s nice to know that I’ll be here for the foreseeable future, and hopefully 
my career,” Ekholm added. “This is the only team I’ve been with, and I’m 
really honored to be a part of this team and to have been a part of it for a 
number more years. Me and my family made this decision yesterday and 
it was not a hard one. We love it here … It’s just a family kind of feeling 
here.” 

Ekholm’s name had been mentioned by several national media outlets as 
being on the trade block in March, and reporters from TSN, Sportsnet 
and The Athletic all but had Ekholm playing in a different city up until the 
trade deadline in mid-April. 

Not wanting to become a distraction, the 6-foot-4 blueliner went directly 
to Poile to get to the bottom of things. 

“That was a tough time,” Ekholm said. “I was going to have an interview 
about it last year and I just went up to David and asked, ‘Are you actually 
trading me or what’s going on?’ And he’s always been very honest with 
me, and he said he wasn’t and it was all the media. Obviously, it’s hard to 
see your name in those conversations. When you have a family … it’s 
one thing if it’s me, I can leave anytime, but when you have more roots in 
the ground it’s a little harder. … I feel I can always go into David’s office 
and ask the hard questions and he’ll give me a straight answer.” 

A fourth-round pick of the Predators in 2009, Ekholm has spent his entire 
10-year NHL career in Nashville. He has 51 goals and 219 points in 586 
career games and ranks second all-time in franchise history with a 
plus/minus rating of 90.  

He’s reached 30 points in four of his past six seasons, including his 
career-high 44-point season in 2018-19. Ekholm also ranks fourth in 
franchise history in games played, fifth in goals, sixth in points and 
assists and seventh among franchise defensemen in average ice time 
(21:36). 
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It's All Your Fault: A Revolving Door of Mediocrity 

 

NASHVILLE POST & NASHVILLE SCENE STAFF  

OCT 13, 2021  

 

There’s just one more sleep until hockey officially starts in Smashville 
and this week hosts Michael Gallagher, J.R. Lind and Megan Seling take 
turns making predictions for the season.  

Who will lead the team in goals? Who will be traded away before the 
trade deadline? Will the team make the playoffs? Will Juuse Saros be a 
Vezina finalist? And what will happen during February’s Stadium Classic 
game against Tampa Bay? 
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PLUS: Gallagher makes the case for Ryan Johansen to be promoted to 
associate captain and Lind hopes the team’s latest assistant general 
manager hire turns into a King Lear situation. Wait, what? 
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The Athletic / NHL awards predictions 2021-22: McDavid vs. MacKinnon 
for MVP trophy, plus Olympic medal favorites 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Oct 13, 2021 85  

 

We already revealed our panel’s predictions for the 2021-22 NHL 
season. Now we focus on the individuals in the sport who we think will be 
the best. 

As we always do at the start of the season, we asked The Athletic’s team 
of NHL writers to lock in their predictions for the major individual awards. 
And because we are in an Olympic season, we also asked them to select 
which countries will medal in Beijing. 

Will Connor McDavid beat Nathan MacKinnon for the Hart Trophy? Can 
Andrei Vasilevskiy get a second Vezina Trophy? Which rookie do you 
have to draft for your fantasy team? 

Here are the answers: 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team. Voted on 
by the PHWA. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Connor McDavid 

64.1% 

Nathan MacKinnon 

10.3% 

Brayden Point 

2.6% 

In our most recent player tiers, many league executives and scouts said 
that they didn’t think that Connor McDavid had separated himself from 
Nathan MacKinnon and the rest of the league that much to be deserving 
of his own tier. But our panel still convincingly picked the Oilers star as 
likely winner of the trophy for the most valuable player. 

And they were even more convinced that McDavid would be at the top of 
the pack with points, with the edge over MacKinnon and Auston 
Matthews. 

Art Ross Trophy 

Given to the player who leads the league in points at the end of the 
regular season. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Connor McDavid 

87.2% 

Nathan MacKinnon 

10.3% 

Auston Matthews 

2.6% 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the leading goal scorer at the end of the regular season. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Auston Matthews 

71.8% 

David Pastrnak 

7.7% 

Leon Draisaitl 

5.1% 

Connor McDavid 

5.1% 

Alex Ovechkin 

5.1% 

Also receiving votes: Avalanche’s Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko 
Rantanen 

From Dom Luszczyszyn’s preview: “The top-line duo (of Mitch Marner 
and Matthews) is projected to be one of the league’s very best, trailing 
only Edmonton’s duo with 9.1 combined wins. Both are expected to be 
95-to-100 point players next season with Matthews projected to once 
again win the Rocket Richard trophy.” 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. Voted 
on by the general managers of all NHL clubs. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

51.3% 

Connor Hellebuyck 

30.8% 

Darcy Kuemper 

7.7% 

Robin Lehner 

5.1% 

Also receiving votes: Canucks’ Thatcher Demko and Predators’ Juuse 
Saros 

The voting for the Vezina Trophy voting matching the opinions of the 
experts polled for this season’s Goalie Tiers. Vasilevskiy is a step above 
the rest. And the only one who comes close is Winnipeg’s Connor 
Hellebuyck. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Cole Caufield 

59.0% 

Trevor Zegras 

23.1% 

Spencer Knight 

7.7% 

Quinton Byfield 
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5.1% 

Also receiving votes: Wild’s Marco Rossi and Red Wings’ Moritz Seider 

Cole Caufield’s strong playoff performance for the Canadiens got the 
attention of the voters for the rookie of the year category. Trevor Zegras 
got some games late for Anaheim last season and showed he can 
deliver. The Ducks will need that to avoid being the last-place team in the 
league, but it still might not be enough to keep them out of a strong Draft 
lottery spot. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. Voted on by the PHWA. 

PLAYER PERCENT OF VOTE 

Cale Makar 

66.7% 

Charlie McAvoy 

12.8% 

Dougie Hamilton 

6.7% 

Victor Hedman 

6.7% 

Also receiving votes: Rangers’ Adam Fox, Stars’ Miro Heiskanen, 
Canucks’ Quinn Hughes and Penguins’ Kris Letang 

Our panel predicts that this season Cale Makar will get the edge over 
Adam Fox, as last year’s winner did not even make it in the top four. It is 
an argument that we could be hearing for years as both are young 
players on teams with bright futures. In this season’s top 100 players, 
Makar was clearly the better of the two, with Makar going in Tier 1B and 
Fox in Tier 2A. 

Jack Adams Award 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to his team’s 
success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

COACH PERCENT OF VOTE 

Joel Quenneville 

20.5% 

Gerard Gallant 

17.9% 

Todd McLellan 

15.4% 

Jared Bednar 

10.3% 

Dean Evason 

7.7% 

Barry Trotz 

7.7% 

Also receiving votes: Blackhawks’ Jeremy Colliton (2), Hurricanes’ Rod 
Brind’Amour, Lightning’s Jon Cooper, Golden Knights’ Peter DeBoer, 
Canucks’ Travis Green, Flames’ Darryl Sutter and Oilers’ Dave Tippett 

Our panel expected a strong season from the Panthers in our season 
predictions, and they are crediting coach Joel Quenneville for that 
expected success. Putting Gerard Gallant and Todd McLellan at the top 
also seems to signal some expectations that the Rangers and Kings 
could be the surprise teams of the season. 

Olympics 

The Winter Games will pause the NHL season from Feb. 5-22. 

Our panel predicted that Canada wins gold, the United States gets silver 
and Sweden for bronze. The breakdown of the voting is below. 

In recent days we saw the first three players of each team get announced 
with the final roster not expected until at least January. Check out how 
we think those rosters will look. 

GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

Canada 

76.9% 

15.4% 

5.1% 

United States 

17.9% 

43.6% 

25.6% 

Sweden 

28.2% 

35.9% 

Russian Olympic Committee 

5.1% 

5.1% 

10.3% 

Finland 

7.7% 

20.5% 

Czech Republic 

2.6% 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nylander's maturity on full display in Maple Leafs' Opening 
Night win 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxOctober 14, 2021, 12:58 AM 

 

TORONTO – William Nylander stood at the post-game podium with a 
glint in his eye and a cut underneath it. 

As he spoke about the jolt the Toronto Maple Leafs were given from the 
first near-capacity Scotiabank Arena crowd since March 2020, the broad 
smile holding up his moustache was a refreshing and symbolic sight. 

On Opening Night, the now fully-vaccinated Nylander became the final 
Leaf to ditch the mask in his interviews and the first Leaf since Tiger King 
to snipe a game-winner before hometown fans. 

Hopping the boards in transition, Nylander blew down his wing 66 
seconds into the third period, froze Montreal Canadiens goaltender Jake 
Allen with hesitation on his release, then whipped the puck high over 
Allen’s left shoulder and clean under the bar. 

“Just happened,” Nylander said, shrugging off his stylish goal. 
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“Clutch goal,” head coach Sheldon Keefe praised, following the 2-1 win. 
“That’s what you need when you get a chance like that from one of your 
best players. You're obviously expecting him to be able to capitalize. He 
did just that. 

“It was a great handoff there between he and Mitch [Marner]. Mitch had a 
lot of poise and hang on to the puck, get us organized, and Willy was 
right on the ball. As soon as he hits the ice, he's ready to go.” 

His down-to-the-wire vaccination aside, Nylander, 25, has barged in 
ready. The best Maple Leafs forward of a disappointing post-season 
hasn’t missed a beat over the summer. 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Nylander scores first of the season, gives Maple Leafs lead vs. 
Canadiens 

With Auston Matthews (wrist) and Ilya Mikheyev (thumb) injured, 
Nylander’s intended centreman, John Tavares, has moved up to play 
with Marner and Nick Ritchie. 

This has abruptly left Nylander with a cobbled-together second unit 
featuring utility knife Alexander Kerfoot and new Leaf Michael Bunting. 
Yet, it was that trio dominating more shifts than any other. Thanks, in 
large part, to Nylander. 

How’s this for a tilted stat line Wednesday? When Nylander was on the 
ice, 75 per cent of shot attempts were directed at Montreal’s net, and the 
Leafs held a 6-0 edge in high-danger chances. He registered five shots 
on goal, threw a hit, blocked a shot, stole a game-high four pucks, and 
pitched in on Toronto’s excellent 4-for-4 penalty kill. 

The goal was one thing; the gouge on Nylander’s right cheekbone spoke 
to a fleshed-out effort. 

“Will was good in a lot of other areas as well,” Keefe said. “So, it’s a very 
positive sign for him and us.” 

Intended to skate as a duo the bulk of this season, Nylander and Tavares 
challenged each other over the summer to come into September running 
on all cylinders. 

So, it was notable No. 88 was the first player to step on the ice for Day 1 
of training camp — and that he was frequently among the last to leave. 
(One afternoon, we watched Nylander patiently feed Mikheyev batch 
after batch of one-timers as the Russian worked to improve his shot.) 

“He really wants to take on more of a leadership role and make that 
presence felt amongst the room,” Tavares said of the only Core Four 
forward without a letter. 

"He just feels that responsibility. It's time for him to take ownership of 
some of those things and wanting to be involved in a lot more, whether 
it's off the ice or on the ice just with the consistency that's needed on a 
daily basis.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Matthews has already picked up on an intensified focus and increased 
determination in the smooth-skating Swede. 

“He's a big part of this team,” Matthews said. “When he's on, he's an 
incredible player.” 

Nylander has always carried himself with an air of assuredness. 
Certainly, a bottomless wardrobe of Prada and Balenciaga fits, and the 
rack of right curves stamped with “WILLY STYLES” on the shaft 
accentuates that. 

But in Year 7 with the big club, Nylander is owning his podium even 
more. 

He credits Tavares and his father, 920-game NHLer Michael, as role 
models in that regard. 

“I wanted to become a little bit more of a leader on the team,” Nylander 
said. “As I've gotten a little bit older, I've learned a few things and maybe 
thrown [myself] more into that role. I mean, I'm not trying to do anything 
special. Talk a little bit more and say what I think.” 

What Keefe thinks is that your play must lead the way. The voice means 
nothing without the action. 

"It's hard to be a leader if you're trying to find your game and make an 
impact consistently,” Keefe says. “But he found another level last season 
and through the playoffs. 

"He was a lot more vocal in that series than he's been — and he's carried 
some of that forward." 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Fox’s Fast Five 

• Sign of the times: A few hundred tickets for the Maple Leafs’ home 
opener went unsold. Announced attendance: 18,493. 

• Remarkably, the Maple Leafs have improved to 24-13-2 without 
Matthews in the lineup. 

• Loved the look on Jonathan Drouin’s face when he scored the first 
Canadiens’ first goal of the season. He’s back. 

Remaining Time -0:48 

Jonathan Drouin scores first goal of the season for Canadiens 

• The Canadiens out-chanced the Leafs 6-0 when Toronto’s fourth line of 
Mike Amadio, Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds were on the ice. 
That trio didn’t muster one shot attempt at even-strength. 

• When I grow up, I want to be able to flex like Penny Oleksiak: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Drouin's performance the biggest positive for Canadiens in 
loss to Maple Leafs 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsOctober 14, 2021, 12:19 AM 

 

TORONTO — Here’s a lasting image from Oct. 13, 2021: Jonathan 
Drouin, with a sparkle in his eye and a smile cracked wide, reaching 
down for a sweeping fist-pump to celebrate his first goal in his first game 
back from an indefinite leave of absence taken last April, about to be 
showered with affection by his teammates for opening the scoring of this 
Montreal Canadiens season. 

This was a special moment. Chill-inducing. 

Perhaps the only one the Canadiens experienced in this opening 2-1 loss 
to the Toronto Maple Leafs, but still. 

“I wish we had the two points instead,” Drouin said after the game. 

That would’ve put it all over the top, but it wasn’t meant to be for the 
Canadiens, who came out flying with five Grade-A scoring chances in the 
first three minutes of play and fell flatter and flatter after Drouin swept in a 
pass from Josh Anderson four minutes and 22 seconds later. 

Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said Alexander Romanov’s 
interference penalty on Michael Bunting, in the ninth minute of play, 
disrupted his team’s flow. The tying goal from Toronto’s Pierre Engvall on 
the ensuing power play didn’t help redeem it, and the Canadiens were 
out of step until late in the second. 
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But they weren’t out of the game. 

It wasn’t until five minutes and 18 seconds were played in the third period 
that the Canadiens really lost this one. Even if William Nylander had 
given the Maple Leafs a 2-1 lead four minutes and 10 seconds earlier, 
the Canadiens barely taking a swing (never mind whiffing) on a 1:44 five-
on-three advantage gifted to them by Mitch Marner following Jason 
Spezza to the box after tripping Chris Wideman 150 feet from his own net 
proved to be their undoing. 

“It was definitely that,” said Ducharme. 

It was definitely that, in addition to the lousy power plays the Canadiens 
had before and after that point of the game. 

“They put a lot of pressure,” Ducharme said of Toronto’s penalty kill 
before adding, “but I didn’t like our pace and our intensity to get out of the 
pressure there.” 

Especially on that five-on-three. 

Drouin, tongue in cheek, said, “That wasn’t exactly the nicest five-on-
three you’ll see this year.” 

A fair joke to crack, with it being as early as can be in a season, but also 
a reflection of what his mood has been like since he stepped on the ice at 
the start of training camp three weeks ago. 

Drouin’s overall demeanour was one of the biggest positives the 
Canadiens could take out of their pre-season, and the 26-year-old’s 
performance in Toronto is the biggest positive they take into Thursday’s 
game in Buffalo because he can make a big difference for them if plays 
as well on most nights. 

In this one, Drouin took a page out of the Good Things Happen When 
You Go To The Net With Your Stick On The Ice book to score that goal, 
he drove his line with Anderson and Christian Dvorak, he had two shots 
on net and three attempts, he won the only faceoff he took, and he 
managed to register five hits. He was the best player in bleu, blanc et 
rouge, and that’s something to carry forward. 

This was the start Drouin appeared destined for after stepping away from 
the game to deal with anxiety and insomnia problems that had plagued 
him for years. The former third-overall pick was a shell of himself eight 
months ago—eyes sullen and puffed, smile long gone and buried, mired 
in a funk that saw him produce just one goal over his last 37 games—but 
to see him on Wednesday night as Anderson described him earlier in the 
day (“fast,” “lean,” “motivated,” “excited.”) just felt right. 

When Drouin scored, his teammates on the ice pounced on him, and the 
rest of them on the bench sprung to their feet, put their arms in the air 
and hooted and hollered over the dim buzz of a mostly-Leaf-favouring 
crowd of 18,493, which was roughly 1300 short of capacity but a lovely 
turnout for the first game at Scotiabank Arena allowing more than 550 
fans since the pandemic shut down North America in March of 2020. 

For Drouin, who had last seen a puck he shot cross the goal line in 
February of 2021, the feeling was special. 

More important was how the Ste. Agathe, Que., native felt before he 
even stepped on the ice. 

“A hundred times better,” Drouin said. “My head’s clearer, I’m more in the 
game, I’m more focused, I’m more ready when the game’s there. I don’t 
want to go into details, but definitely, just today, going to the rink was a 
completely different experience for me than in the last couple of years.” 

It showed. 

“To see him come back and score our first goal of the season,” said 
Ducharme, “I think everyone was happy for him on the bench to see him 
compensated for the work he put in to prepare for the season.” 

The coach and his players were certainly hoping for a better outcome 
than they achieved. 

Outside of the Canadiens’ start to the game, and some strong segments 
they had at five-on-five, it was a struggle all around. Jake Allen came up 
with 28 saves but said he should have stopped Nylander’s shot on the 
winning goal that went over his glove, the penalty kill came up passive on 

the one from Engvall, and the power play left Images the team will review 
but hopefully forget. 

That one of Drouin, though… that would be nice one to put up on a wall 
somewhere in the Bell Centre. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks show progress after digging deep to salvage 
point against Oilers 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetOctober 14, 2021, 2:15 AM 

 

EDMONTON – When it looked like the first game of this season was 
going to be like most of their games from last season, the Vancouver 
Canucks did something to offer hope that things might be different: they 
came back. 

Trying to relaunch themselves and escape the gloomy pall of their last-
place finish last spring, the Canucks scored twice on the road in the final 
eight minutes of the third period against a good team to manufacture a 
point in what turned out to be a 3-2 shootout loss to the Edmonton Oilers 
in Game 1 of the new season. 

Sure, Edmonton goaltender Mike Smith botched the tying goal at 17:11 
by Quinn Hughes, who smartly found room short-side from a sharp angle 
when the Oiler failed to seal his post behind traffic. And yes, Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson’s power-play goal that started the Canucks back from a 
2-0 deficit at 12:28 caromed off the stick of Oiler Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
before snaking through Tanner Pearson’s screen. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

But the Canucks played their best period when they needed, too, putting 
the Oilers under enough pressure to draw a couple of penalties that fed 
Vancouver momentum. And the Canucks, back-stopped by goalie 
Thatcher Demko, did a solid job limiting the all-universe duo of Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

The Canucks played positively and came away with something, rather 
than nothing. 

“We've been talking about committing to defence, and I thought we did a 
really good job in camp and I thought we did a good job tonight, too,” 
veteran Ekman-Larsson said after making his Canucks debut with an ‘A’ 
on the first National Hockey League jersey he has worn that didn’t belong 
to the Arizona Coyotes. “We didn't give up much. Telling the boys in the 
room, too -- we were talking about it before the third -- that just stick with 
and keep playing the way we were, and we got a huge point.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

The message after 40 minutes was, Hughes said: “Just that we have an 
opportunity to come back and have a good start to the season. I guess 
send a message, not only to them but to our group, that we have a good 
team and we can come back from behind like that.” 
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The Oilers took two points when Kyle Turris shot between Demko’s pads 
in the fifth round of a shootout that had been extended by Canuck Bo 
Horvat’s clutch goal. 

Demko finished with 32 saves – four fewer than Smith – whose three 
overtime saves included a point-blank stop on Pearson. 

In the shootout, the Canuck goalie stuffed McDavid and Draisaitl, who 
generated a power-play goal in the second period but finished with just 
two shots apiece on target. 

| How To Play 

“I liked a lot of things,” Demko said of the team in front of him. 
“Obviously, I'm focused on what I've got to do, what my job is, but I 
thought our attention to detail was really good tonight. Guys were 
working really hard for each other to try and limit space for their top line. 
When you do that, you give yourself a much better chance to win. I think 
at the end of the night, it paid dividends for us.” 

The Canucks couldn’t survive a bad spell in the first period and didn’t 
capitalize on a good spell in the second as the Oilers built their 2-0 lead. 

Vancouver had a solid first 10 minutes, outshooting Edmonton 8-5 and 
generating a few scoring chances, including a breakaway for Horvat that 
the captain fired off the outside of the post. 

But the Canucks suddenly lost hold of the game and over a four-minute 
span were outshot 9-0. The last of these made it 1-0 at 16:55 and the 
goal, at the end of an overextended shift that left Canuck skaters too tired 
to maintain defensive coverage, looked uncomfortably like a pile of goals 
they surrendered last season. 

Remaining Time -1:39 

Canucks hung in with Oilers, stole a point in Edmonton 

After Alex Chiasson lost his point coverage, Oiler Darnell Nurse was 
given an open lane to skate in and shoot on Demko. Alone in front, 
unchecked and untouched by five Canucks who had been on the ice for 
at least a minute, Jesse Puljujarvi collected the rebound and easily lifted 
it into the net. J.T. Miller, the nearest Canuck to Puljujarvi, had dropped 
his stick while trying to take away Nurse’s passing lane and was trying to 
pick it up as Edmonton scored. 

The Canucks manufactured a similarly dominant spell in the second 
period, outshooting the Oilers 8-1 and generating excellent scoring 
chances for Horvat and Kyle Burroughs. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

But momentum ended with a Canuck penalty for too many players at 
16:17 – another negative reminder of last season when Vancouver had 
the fourth-most bench minors in the league – and 55 seconds later 
McDavid and Draisaitl passed across the slot twice to set up a tap-in for 
Zach Hyman. 

The Canucks team we saw in the third period, however, looked a lot 
different than the fragile, brittle group that collapsed last season. 

It was a start. 

“It's always important to get a good start,” Hughes said. “Last year, we 
didn't get a good start and that's tough right off the bat when you're 
already struggling. So to fight back and get a point today, it's 
encouraging.” 

The Canucks’ six-game road trip resumes Friday in Philadelphia. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Finally in front of a roaring home crowd again, Oilers 
triumph over Canucks 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecOctober 14, 2021, 2:54 AM 

 

EDMONTON — We witnessed some truly memorable hockey in this rink 
since August of 2020, from seats that no media has a right to sit in — or 
could afford under normal circumstances. 

We were allowed in to cover our teams when the fans were kept away, 
and we’ll tell you now: it never really felt right. 

Tampa Bay wins a Stanley Cup in the bubble, and we marvelled as 
Nathan MacKinnon burned up the same track that Connor McDavid 
blazed down on Wednesday night, an up close look at a Team Canada 
superstar that was wasted on the few who were present. 

Last spring we saw half of a Winnipeg Jets sweep in the same 
cavernous, empty room, a series that left Rogers Place never came 
home from Winnipeg the way it was supposed to. Another anticlimactic 
bit of pandemic hockey, with its fake crowd noise and ice cold buildings. 

We saw a lot. What we didn’t do was hear anything. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

That ended on Wednesday, thankfully, in a blazing fast and wildly 
entertaining 3-2 shootout win for the Edmonton Oilers over a game 
Vancouver Canucks team. And while I can’t wait to write this Oilers team 
throughout the season, a true contender after two decades of pretenders 
in this town, we’ll get back to the that on Friday. 

Today, this was about the fans. We all knew we’d miss an arena full of 
fans, but we’ll admit it now. 

I never fathomed how much. 

“It gives you such a boost of energy,” began Kyle Turris, after his first 
game in front of a Canadian crowd since he was an Ottawa Senator. 
“The momentum shifts in the game after you score a goal, just walking 
out to start the game, hearing them singing the Canadian national 
anthem… They are all such boosts of energy. 

"It’s hard to justify (or) explain how big of a difference it is and how good 
it feels being at home and having the crowd behind you.” 

At one point last season, McDavid split Shea Weber and his Canadiens 
partner, then walked in to score the go-ahead goal late in a game against 
Montreal. It was a goal that would have raised the roof here. Should 
have. 

I was thinking of that wasted moment of McDavid magic as Jesse 
Puljujarvi, author of the game’s first goal, stood in the slot Wednesday. 
Puljujarvi banged in a rebound then stood in place, arms raised, as 
16,034 fans celebrated the first regular-season goal scored before an 
audience here since March of 2020. 

Remaining Time -1:16 

Puljujarvi scores first goal for Oilers this season 

It was as if the moment was staged: a city’s new folk hero, a season-
opening goal, the first crowd, and there was all six-foot-four of Puljujarvi, 
towering over Thatcher Demko as an Oilers crowd raised its voice as one 
for the first time in seemingly forever. 

“For me it’s the little things,” began Zach Hyman. “When you’re going on 
the forecheck and you make a play and the fans realize it. Every hit, 
there’s sound in the building. There’s life.” 

To hear a crowd call a too many men on the ice penalty, the way they did 
in the second period of Wednesday’s 3-2 overtime win, is music to these 
ears. To hear them stand and cheer the new guy, Colton Sceviour, for 
going after the Canuck who levelled Duncan Keith, is magic. 
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On Hyman’s goal, his first as an Oiler, every set of eyes in the room 
thought they were about to watch Leon Draisaitl tee up a power-play one-
timer from his spot. The emotion rose as Draisaitl cocked his stick. 

But he faked the shot, and slid a puck to Hyman in the blue paint, a tap-in 
for the former Maple Leaf, and the beginning of a seven-year friendship 
with a Toronto kid in the Mountain time zone. The place went crazy. 

“You score a goal, and the roof’s gonna come off,” Hyman said. “Hockey 
is meant to be played in front of fans. In my first game as an Edmonton 
Oiler it was awesome to see how passionate the fans are. 

“A great first experience, being an Oiler.” 

Welcome back. Finally. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Why Your Team Won't Win The 
Stanley Cup Edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylenOctober 13, 2021, 2:27 PM 

 

The start of a new NHL season is always so full of zeal. 

This guy is in the best shape of his life. This other guy is a great breakout 
candidate. And, hey, your favourite team that underperformed last 
season is a great bet to bounce back. Everyone has playoff hopes, and 
maybe half the league believes it can win the Stanley Cup. 

Our cup runneth over with positivity at this time of year. 

So let me be the one to stir some negativity into the mix. It's all about 
balance, people. 

Our first in-season Power Rankings of the year are all about why your 
favourite team won't win the Stanley Cup. 

Better luck next year. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Back-to-back championships? We've seen it a few times in the past 
couple of decades. No big deal. Three Stanley Cups in a row? That's an 
accomplishment from a bygone era, last achieved by the NY Islanders in 
the early-'80s. Ain't happenin' Tampa. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Most Sportsnet panellists (10 of 18) picked the Avalanche to win the 
Stanley Cup this year in our pre-season predictions. A kiss of death. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

The Golden Knights may win the Pacific, maybe even the Western 
Conference or Presidents' Trophy. But their power play was an issue last 
season, and goals seem to dry up for this team at exactly the wrong time 
in the playoffs. Maybe their Year 1 success comes into focus, over time, 
as a long-term playoff curse? 

4. New York Islanders 

After back-to-back years of burning people for not believing in them, the 
Islanders are now becoming a popular pick to buy into -- and not even as 

a hipster dark horse. But it's not because you look at the team on paper 
and say "Aw ya, Stanley Cup winner for sure." It's because you've 
previously not believed in them and now approach it as "I don't know how 
it works, but it works." Time for the Isles to bust brackets for a different 
reason in 2021-22. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Lost their No. 1 defenceman and passed on signing their sensational 
rookie goalie, replacing him with a couple of injury-risk netminders. The 
net situation has burned the Canes before and we're not sure they're 
better off in 2021-22 than they were in 2020-21. 

6. Winnipeg Jets 

Being "Canada's best team" only caps your ceiling at Stanley Cup finalist. 

Remaining Time -7:18 

Jets 2021-22 Season Preview: With boosted defence Winnipeg expects 
postseason run 

7. Florida Panthers 

All nice and good that the Panthers have added to their team, looking 
intimidating on paper, and are a popular "non-traditional" Stanley Cup 
pick (qualifying as a bold prediction here) this season. But this franchise 
hasn't won a single playoff round in 25 years. You don't go from that to 
champion. Ain't. Happenin'. 

8. Washington Capitals 

Haven't you heard? The Metropolitan Division is full of has-beens and 
rebuilds too young to do anything of consequence. It only matters that 
Alex Ovechkin keeps piling up goals and one day soon chases down 
Wayne Gretzky's record. 

9. Boston Bruins 

We've been conditioned to just not doubt this team in recent years, but 
they're trending in the wrong direction with their finishes the past two 
years. The Bruins may not be in the top tier of their own division anymore 
and they're over the hill has a contender. 

10. Edmonton Oilers 

Way too many questions about the blue line -- and if the 39-year-old 
goalie (40 in March) can replicate an anomalous season -- for a team 
that has fallen short of expectations in recent playoffs because of its 
defence. Five years left on that McDavid deal...tick tock. 

11. Toronto Maple Leafs 

We can be sure that at some point along the way, in the middle of a hot 
streak, a parade will be planned. Happens every year, you know. But the 
Leafs can't win the Stanley Cup. The universe won't allow it to happen. 

Remaining Time -2:10 

How Maple Leafs are adjusting their lines without Matthews and 
Mikheyev 

12. Dallas Stars 

They had to play through one of the toughest schedules last season, 
missed key players (Tyler Seguin, Alexander Radulov) for huge portions, 
and still almost made the playoffs. And they may get back there! But now 
Radulov is 35, Joe Pavelski 37 and age is catching up to them. And with 
Ben Bishop still not healthy, the goaltending picture is wobbly. 

13. Pittsburgh Penguins 

No Crosby or Malkin to start, goaltending consistency issues and not a 
heck of a lot in the way of futures to trade for upgrades (and would that 
be wise right now anyway?). We've been fooled by the "end of an era" 
with the Penguins before, when they went six years without winning, but 
this feels permanent. It's been three years since they even won a playoff 
round. 

14. Montreal Canadiens 

"Magical" would have described last season's run to the Stanley Cup 
Final, bucking the odds and blowing up brackets. Losing Shea Weber will 
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sting, especially when the playoffs hit again. All the world is made of 
faith, and trust, and pixie dust -- and the Habs are fresh outta pixie dust. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

What a treat last season was. Kirill Kaprizov took the league by storm 
and the Wild were actually an exciting team to watch for a change. But, 
the fact remains this is a mushy middle team, a place the Wild are very 
familiar with. They'll just be more fun to see settle in the middle now. 

More from Sportsnet 

Six bold predictions for the 2021-22 NHL season 

Rory Boylen 

Hockey begins anew in Canada, bringing fresh hope Cup drought will 
end at last 

Luke Fox 

16. New York Rangers 

There's no guarantee the Rangers will keep progressing without any 
hiccups and it's worth remembering they were 12-16-4 against 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Washington and the NY Islanders last season -- 
four of the five teams they'll probably have to beat out for a playoff spot 
(Carolina is the other). There's a realistic chance the Rangers could get 
to the playoffs. The Cup? Hopefully it doesn't take 54 years this time. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Be honest Canucks fans: You don't even believe they have a shot at the 
Cup. 

Remaining Time -5:14 

Vancouver Canucks 2021-22 Season Preview: Can the Canucks make 
the playoffs? 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Good looking team on the rise, but finished 27th in scoring last season 
and added Phillip Danault (a defensive specialist) and Viktor Arvidsson (a 
goal scorer in decline for two years) as their major pickups. Only one 
NHL team last season finished in the bottom-10 in goals, bottom 10 in 
shots against and made the playoffs: Nashville. And I'm not sure you 
want to be grouped with that team these days. 

19. Philadelphia Flyers 

Well, they've been in and out of the playoffs on rotation for 10 years, so 
maybe we'll give them a post-season spot. Off-season changes needed 
to be made -- and were -- but it feels awfully similar. 

20. Seattle Kraken 

Not even Vegas won the Stanley Cup as an expansion team. No chance. 

21. St. Louis Blues 

We've got one disgruntled former star who wants out, a goalie who 
started his career hot and has been trending down ever since, a blue line 
that lost its most important piece over a year ago and didn't recover, and 
a GM with one eye on Canada's Olympic team. The Blues weren't even 
great for the entire 2018-19 season when they did win the Cup -- they 
caught fire at the right time after a 15-18-4 start, went 30-11-5 the rest of 
the way, and never looked back. Ever since? Zero series wins and just 
two playoff game wins. Maybe they are who we thought they were in 
2018? 

22. Nashville Predators 

Had Juuse Saros not led a Herculean effort in the back end of last 
season the Predators may have missed the playoffs and changed a 
whole heck of a lot more than they did over the summer. The Central 
Division is packed with potential and so not only are the Predators far 
removed from Cup contender status, they may end up closer to the 
basement -- Arizona feels like the only team that will definitely finish 
below them from the group. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

It'd be an awful lot to ask of this team to go all the way to the Stanley 
Cup. The Devils added a big piece in Dougie Hamilton and there is 
reason to be optimistic of the team's future. So let me be the bringer of 
devastating pessimism, then: New Jersey isn't even the best team 
emerging out of a rebuild in their own division. 

24. Calgary Flames 

Fans would like for the word "contender" to describe this year's Flames, 
but "teetering" seems to be a better fit. Another whiff and Calgary might 
be closer to a rebuild than anything else. 

Remaining Time -5:46 

Flames 2021-22 Season Preview: Can Calgary's forwards bounce back? 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Banking on another age-defying season from Marc-Andre Fleury is risky 
enough (and maybe he does it) -- but asking that of him behind one of 
the worst defensive groups from last season really strains reasonable 
expectations. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Woah, woah, woah, before we start talking about winning the Stanley 
Cup, maybe let's get Brady Tkachuk signed first. If that happens, then we 
can talk about the Sens being a plucky team that's hard to play against -- 
and how they have the upside for sixth place in the Atlantic. 

27. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Centre is vital to success in this league and it is a massive question who 
the Blue Jackets will use in those roles, and how long they'll stay there. 
The Metro Division is a collection of teams with either legit Cup hopes, 
recent success that lingers, or a clear arrow pointing up. And then the 
Blue Jackets underneath it all. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Tomas Hertl doesn't seem keen on sticking around and he's in line to 
become a trade candidate this season, which is unfortunate because 
he'd be a key player for them to move forward with. There is star 
potential with this roster, but it's been a while since it's all come together. 
Goaltending has been a serious weakness on this team for a few years 
now -- James Reimer and Adin Hill save them bucks on the position, but 
the results may not be improved enough to make a difference. 

29. Detroit Red Wings 

Going through a long rebuild, there aren't a ton of high impact players 
here to begin with, so when you lose one of your breakout candidates 
like Jakub Vrana -- (out four months at least) -- it'll make that uphill climb 
even more steep. Not being out of the playoff race by the Olympic break 
would be an achievement. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Stanley Cup? Playoffs aren't even happening. When the No. 1 thing 
you're looking forward to in a season is to see how the rookies do, or how 
the other youngsters improve, your Cup hopes don't exist. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Arena questions are coming up again and it seems all but certain that 
Phil Kessel will get traded, following a lot of other vets moving in the off-
season. Seems like the off-ice stories will be more relevant to the 
Coyotes again this season than wins and points. Wish it didn't have to be 
this way, but here we are. 

32. Buffalo Sabres 

LOL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Cole Perfetti aiming to make most of opportunity in 
NHL debut 
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WINNIPEG — This congratulatory tap on the shin pads — and the 
encouraging words that accompanied it — were something Cole Perfetti 
had visualized on countless occasions. 

But when that moment finally came to fruition — and Winnipeg Jets head 
coach Paul Maurice told the 10th overall pick in the 2020 NHL Entry Draft 
that he should call his parents because he would be in the lineup to make 
his debut on Wednesday in the season opener against the Anaheim 
Ducks, Perfetti couldn’t help but grin from ear to ear. 

There was a little extra spring in his step as he completed his work after 
the formal part of practice had come to a close. By the time Perfetti had 
arrived inside the Matt Frost Memorial Media Centre, you got the sense 
that this exhilarating news had already started to sink in. 

Following an emotional chat that nearly brought his dad to tears — and a 
text message to his mom after he was unable to connect with her by 
phone — Perfetti shared some thoughts with reporters about what this 
magical moment means to him and the many people who helped him 
reach this goal. 

Several weeks ago, Perfetti wasn’t afraid to publicly declare his intention 
was to land a spot on the Jets’ opening day roster. 

This wasn’t a sentiment that came from overconfidence or entitlement, 
but more of a matter of aiming high and doing whatever he could to 
succeed. Seeing it to believe it, if you will. Perfetti knew it was an uphill 
battle, given his age and limited professional experience. 

Rather than waste time worrying about the obstacles and impediments, 
Perfetti played the role of a sponge, keeping his eyes and ears wide 
open while he maintained his focus on the task at hand. At every turn of 
the way, there was Perfetti looking wise beyond his years, leaning on the 
impressive combination of hockey intelligence and talent. 

Whether it was playing his natural position of centre or moving over to 
the wing on his off side, Perfetti just kept making plays and opening eyes. 
On one shift, it was making a deft pass to a linemate and on another, 
there was Perfetti hustling to catch an opponent on a back check, 
preventing a scoring chance in the process. 

So with Mark Scheifele out of the opening-night lineup to serve the final 
game of his suspension, there was an additional spot that needed to be 
filled and Perfetti kept doing things to remain under consideration. 

After carefully surveying his options for the third line right-winger job — 
as veteran Paul Stastny moves up to centre the top line with captain 
Blake Wheeler and Kyle Connor — Maurice ultimately decided to give 
Perfetti a shot. 

Whether this is simply a one-off reward for a job well done or an 
extended look, that can be determined down the road. For the time 
being, Perfetti finds himself on a line with Adam Lowry and Jansen 
Harkins and he plans to bask in the afterglow, while clearly recognizing 
this is nothing more or less than the next step in the journey. 

That’s not to minimize the achievement — quite the opposite actually. 
But the fact that in a moment as highly-anticipated as this one, Perfetti 
captured the moment with equal parts of enthusiasm and perspective. 

“It’s only a start,” Perfetti said. “There’s a long season ahead, so to make 
it on Day 1, it’s pretty cool. It’s a dream come true and something I 
worked for all summer, I kind of focused on (Wednesday) night as a goal 
of mine. To be able to achieve that, it’s pretty special and it makes me 
feel pretty good. Just looking forward to it and excited for my first NHL 
road trip.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

As the conversation continued, Perfetti confessed he wasn’t sure his 
NHL debut was going to come this soon despite feeling he was knocking 
on the door. 

“I mean, last year was such a big year for me and I knew that I was 
taking major strides forward and getting a lot better. I didn’t anticipate 
this,” said Perfetti, who suited up in 32 games in the American Hockey 
League with the Manitoba Moose last season while also competing for 
Canada at both the world junior and men’s world championship. 
“Obviously I wanted it so bad but it’s crazy to think about. I think I’ve 
played really (well) so far and showed that I can play at this level. Like I 
said, there is lots to learn. 

“I’m only a 19-year-old kid, I’m just excited to learn from these guys on 
this team. However long I can go along for the ride, I’m just looking 
forward to it and (will) soak it all up and learn from everyone.” 

Earlier in training camp, Lowry was asked for a scouting report on Perfetti 
and he compared him to a skilled Edmonton Oilers forward who was 
chosen first overall in 2011. 

“You know, the way he moves, he reminds me of Ryan-Nugent Hopkins,” 
Lowry said. “I don't know if that's because he's sort of bent over, kind of 
long. But he moves the puck extremely well. He's got high-end skill. He's 
got a high-end IQ. He's going to be a great player for us and we're really 
excited to see the potential and for him to unlock it. 

"He's one of those players that has elite puck skills. He's got elite vision 
and elite offensive instincts. He's going to be another weapon for us.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Perfetti has the long-range potential to be an offensive weapon in the 
top-six and someone who can eventually contribute to the power play, 
thanks to his vision and quick release. 

He’s also smart enough and dependable enough to receive double-digit 
minutes in his first NHL game. And don’t forget the versatility to play any 
of the three forward spots. That’s why this opportunity is coming tonight 
instead of several weeks or months from now. 

“You think you see something that you might like and it takes a while. 
The player at the start of training camp is a different player by the end of 
training camp, so you’ve got to wait to see,” said Maurice, noting he had 
a pretty good idea last week that things were moving in this direction. “Is 
this guy getting stronger? Has he fallen off? Is there some chemistry over 
here? Does the rest of the group look like this? That’s kind of a triage of 
your normal NHL day — who’s hurt, who’s not, who’s available, who are 
we playing against — all those kinds of things. 

“As the games got more sorted and he played with different players, it 
looked — easier is not the right word — but he could make plays under 
pressure, and he may end up being one of those players that can make 
more plays (in the NHL) early on. He’s got a whole bunch he’s got to 
learn and I’m not saying this is for the whole year. But for opening night 
with (Scheifele) out, there’s a certain skill level that you want to have in 
your lineup, and I thought he had a good camp.” 

Whether this is a carrot to give the player a taste of the NHL or simply a 
sign of things to come is up to Perfetti to determine with his play. What 
you can be certain of is that he’s never looked forward to a solo lap as 
much as the one he’ll complete during the pre-game warmup on 
Wednesday as he takes the next strides in his quest to become an NHL 
regular. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens in familiar territory as underdogs to start 2021-
22 season 
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TORONTO — This is familiar territory, and not just because the Montreal 
Canadiens are preparing to face the Toronto Maple Leafs for the 21st 
time since last January. 

They come into Game 1 of the season at Scotiabank Arena as near two-
to-one underdogs, according to the oddsmakers. They were even bigger 
underdogs for nearly every game of the seven-game series they won 
against the Leafs last May. They weren’t favoured to win a single game 
of the 22 they played en route to losing the Stanley Cup to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. 

With Shea Weber out, Carey Price in the NHL/NHLPA player assistance 
program and Joel Edmundson, Mike Hoffman, Paul Byron and Sami Niku 
injured, the Canadiens are well aware there will be few occasions in 
October where they represent anything other than a longshot bet. 

“I’d say that right now we’re pretty much in the same situation we were in 
towards the end of last year,” Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme 
said on Tuesday. “Not a lot of people believe in us, so we’ll see what we 
can do to change that.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It’ll be a remarkable challenge out of the gate, up against a Toronto team 
out to exorcise its demons. 

Oh, the pain must be so fresh for these Maple Leafs who, after finishing 
with the best record in the all-Canadian North Division, blew a 3-1 series 
lead to the 18th-placed Canadiens and yet another opportunity to get out 
of the first round for the first time since 2004. 

Even without Rocket Richard Trophy winner Auston Matthews and 
versatile forward Ilya Mikeyev to start, they’ll be gunning for the guys in 
bleu, blanc et rouge on Wednesday. 

“It’s going to be fun,” said Montreal’s Brendan Gallagher in anticipation. 
“It’s going to be a competitive game. We remember that series, they 
obviously remember the series. It was competitive, especially as the 
series went on. I’m sure we’ll pick up where we left off. 

“They’re a great hockey team, they do a lot of things well. But we’re very 
familiar with their strengths and we’re familiar with the ways that maybe 
we can take advantage of (them), so you try to stick with what worked for 
us in that series. There will obviously be some adjustments along the 
way but, for us, we know we’re playing a top hockey team in the league. 
Might as well test ourselves right away and it’s going to be a fun 
challenge for our group.” 

Remaining Time -1:04 

Ducharme reflects on renewed intensity of Canadiens-Maple Leafs rivalry 

It’s going to feel slightly different — with a fan in every seat for the first 
time since March of 2020 and with revamped rosters on both sides. 

On Montreal’s blue line, David Savard is taking Weber’s spot next to Ben 
Chiarot after beating the Canadiens in the Final with Tampa and signing 
a four-year, $14-million deal to join them. Chris Wideman, who was 
named top defenceman in the KHL last season before signing in 
Montreal during the off-season, is lining up next to Alex Romanov, who 
was scratched from all seven games of the playoff series against the 
Maple Leafs. And Brett Kulak, who was scratched from one of them, is 
suddenly filling in Edmundson’s spot on the top pair next to Jeff Petry. 

Up front, Phillip Danault, who did a masterful job shutting down Matthews 
and Toronto’s most offensively dynamic forward, Mitch Marner, now 
plays for the Los Angeles Kings. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who pushed the 
series to a seventh game with his overtime winner in Game 6 at the Bell 
Centre, is with the Carolina Hurricanes. Corey Perry, Montreal’s Swiss-
Army knife forward last season, left to sign with the Lightning. And even 
with Jonathan Drouin returning from an extended period away from the 
team to deal with anxiety and insomnia issues, and Christian Dvorak 

coming over from the Arizona Coyotes to fill in at centre, those losses will 
be tough to overcome for the Canadiens. 

As will the injuries. 

“We’ve done it before,” Gallagher said. “We’ve had to deal with bodies 
being out. Usually, it doesn’t happen right away at the start of the year. 
But it’s just one of the challenges, one of the obstacles you’re given, 
especially playing an 82-game season, which we haven’t done in a while 
here. It’s one of those things where you’re going to go through highs and 
lows.” 

Remaining Time -2:05 

Gallagher says Suzuki stepped up to help Canadiens make playoffs last 
season 

The Maple Leafs experienced them last spring but cruised through the 
winter by winning 35 games and collecting an extra point in seven others 
over the 56-game schedule. The biggest obstacle they hit was when 
captain John Tavares, in a freak collision with Perry, suffered a 
concussion and a knee injury in Game 1 of the playoffs, and they couldn’t 
find a way to clear it. 

But Tavares is healthy now and he’s back in the middle of their top line to 
start this season. 

Michael Bunting, Nick Ritchie, Ondrej Kase and Michael Amadio have 
stepped into holes left by the departures of Zach Hyman, Joe Thornton, 
Nick Foligno and Alex Galchenyuk. And Jack Campbell, who started all 
seven games of the series against the Canadiens, has a new backup in 
Petr Mrazek, with old Maple Leafs starter Frederik Andersen replacing 
Mrazek in Carolina. 

Just like with the Canadiens, things have changed on the margins of this 
Maple Leafs squad. 

But the cores of both teams are largely intact, and the DNA of the rivalry 
remains unaltered. 

It should make the first of four meetings between the clubs this season 
that much more special. 

“It’s always something special, I think,” said Ducharme. “Montreal and 
Toronto go way back, and the number of games that we played against 
each other in the last year-and-a-half just brings that to another level. It’s 
interesting and, for sure, exciting to be starting in Toronto.” 

The Canadiens will do so in a building, Ducharme joked, they’ve 
seemingly played at more often than their own since the pandemic 
started—and once again as underdogs. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs bring 'new mentality' and 'additional edge' into new 
season 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Leafs open the new NHL year against the same opponent and in the 
same building where last season's promising run came to a shocking 
end. Sixteen guys who played in the series against Montreal are 
returning.  

"It shows belief in us, in the group," said defenceman 

, the only Stanley Cup champion on the roster. "[General manager Kyle 
Dubas] could've made changes. He could've made a lot of people happy 
by trading someone or doing something, but he believes in this group 
and it's on us to show we are who he thinks we are."  

, the longest-serving Leaf, took a different tact when the subject of the 
core group and Dubas' loyalty was raised.   
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"We got a lot of change too," the defenceman pointed out. "We got a lot 
of new guys." 

, , , , and 

will all be dressing in blue and white tonight for the first time in a 
meaningful game.   

"Hockey's the ultimate team sport," Rielly continued. "It's not about any 
small group of players. We got a lot of new guys. We got a new 
mentality, it kind of feels like to me." 

Maple Leafs out to prove Dubas right for keeping core together 

While Toronto has added a number of players in the off-season, the 
nucleus of the team remains intact, which was not lost on the Maple 
Leafs players who say that the vote of confidence has helped the 
veterans and new faces keep a positive mindset heading into the regular 
season. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

The pain from last year's devastating collapse is fuelling the Leafs.  

"Guys were pissed off," Muzzin said. "We came into camp to work. It 
wasn't just to go through the motions, it was to get better and there was a 
little anger in some guys. We're going to need that through the whole 
season." 

"Guys are motivated," Rielly agreed. "They've had a good chance to 
clear their heads over the course of the off-season and we've come back 
with a clear focus ... I think it's a great opportunity for us to just go out 
there and play free, have confidence, prove some people wrong, do our 
thing." 

Keefe started training camp with a conditioning skate and was struck by 
how the players embraced the physically demanding nature of the 
opening days.  

"All our players have an additional edge to them, for sure. I've been 
capitalizing on that," Keefe said. "That's what you're looking for as a 
coach is a motivated group that has reasons to dig in." 

Of course, sustaining that motivation is key and won't be easy over the 
course of an 82-game grind.  

"As the year wears on, we'll see if we're up for the challenge," Rielly 
acknowledged. "We've talked about what's happened in the past and we 
want to move forward from that, and I think that will be a daily challenge."  

Muzzin: Angry approach benefits Leafs; Keefe senses additional edge 

Following last season's first round disappointment to the hands of the 
Montreal Canadiens in the first round of the playoffs, the Maple Leafs 
admit that they are '"pissed off" entering this year and sense an 
additional edge surrounding the team. 

--- 

After departing Tuesday's practice early for precautionary reasons, 
winger Mitch Marner was back on the ice at Toronto's optional skate.  

"It was a positive morning for Mitch," Keefe said. "The skate went well so 
we are encouraged by that. He will be a game-time decision tonight."  

Marner absorbed what Keefe described as a "glancing blow" from 

during Tuesday's workout and left the ice following a discussion with an 
athletic therapist.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Marner skates, but will be a game-time decision 

After leaving practice early on Tuesday following a 'glancing blow' with 
Wayne Simmonds, Leafs forward Mitch Marner took part in the morning 
skate, but will be a game-time decision for tonight's sold-out home 
opener against the Canadiens. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

The Leafs aren't out for revenge tonight.  

"No, no," Rielly said. "We played these guys a lot in the years before last 
year and we'll play them again. It's cool that it's a home opener, but 
beyond that there's no extra emotion to it."  

"I'm sure there's going to be a lot of mixed emotions," said Canadiens 
forward 

. "Any time you play a team in the playoffs, there's going to be high 
expectations and the game's going to be full of energy and physical play 
and a lot of scoring chances." 

Anderson scored in the season-opener in Toronto last January and got 
on the board in Game 1 of the playoff series in Toronto.  

Dating back to January, the Leafs and Canadiens have played 10 times 
in the regular season, seven times in the playoffs and three more times in 
this pre-season.  

"It's a new season," said Keefe when asked about the potential for 
carryover emotion. "Given we've played them three times in pre-season, 
you get some of that stuff out of the system, but it will go to another level 
today. Whether we played 20 times or not, with the Leafs and Montreal 
the rivalry is there."   

Habs Ice Chips: Canadiens expecting physical affair with Maple Leafs 

Four and a half months later, the Canadiens return to the scene where 
they completed their improbable come from behind series victory against 
the Maple Leafs. TSN's John Lu has more on what the Habs are 
expecting the atmosphere to be like, and what lineup changes have been 
made. 

--- 

For the first time since the pandemic began, a full-capacity crowd is 
allowed inside Scotiabank Arena.  

"I'm pumped," Rielly said. "I think it's going to be a lot of fun. Guys have 
their parents in town for the first time in a long time and guys are happy 
to have the crowd back in the mix. We're looking forward to it. We're 
anxiously awaiting what it's going to look like. Once we get playing, it will 
be interesting and fun and a cool atmosphere that we haven't 
experienced for a long time."  

"It's really big deal," said Keefe. "We got a fair number of local guys who 
haven't played a regular season game [for the Leafs] in front of family 
before and that's really important." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Spezza is like a kid on Christmas eve 

The Leafs held their final practice ahead of the regular season, and the 
excitement of the new campaign hasn't been lost on 38-year old veteran 
Jason Spezza, who gets to final play in his first true home opener. TSN's 
Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for tonight's game:  

Ritchie - Tavares - Marner  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Spezza - Amadio - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Dermott  

Campbell starts  

Mrazek  

Injured: Matthews (left wrist), Mikheyev (broken thumb) 

Healthy scratch: Liljegren 

Leafs lines in the 2020 season opener: 

Thornton - Matthews - Marner 
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Vesey - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Hyman 

Barabanov - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Bogosian  

Andersen  

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Leafs aiming to ‘raise the standard’ on opening night 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs have spent five months carrying a chip 
on their shoulders. On Wednesday night they can put it to good use.  

Toronto will open its regular season against the same opponent – 
Montreal – that embarrassed them in a first-round playoff loss last May. 
The pain of that blown 3-1 series lead haunted the Leafs all summer long 
and fuelled many a returning player for the year ahead.  

“Guys are pissed off,” said 

after the Leafs’ team meeting on Wednesday. “You came into [training] 
camp to work; it wasn't to just go through the motions, it was to get 
better. And there was a little anger in some guys. We're going to need 
that throughout the whole season.” 

That consistency will be key to Toronto’s success. After all, channeling 
emotion into opening night is easy; it’s showing up every other day that 
becomes more difficult. 

The Leafs have already had some speed bumps to manage leading up to 
Wednesday. 

will not be available for the game as planned following off-season wrist 
surgery, and Ilya Mikheyev is sidelined after undergoing successful 
surgery Tuesday on a broken thumb.  

Mitch Marner is also a game-time decision for Toronto. He collided with 

during Tuesday’s practice and left the session early for “precautionary” 
reasons according to coach Sheldon Keefe. 

Marner participated in the Leafs’ optional morning skate on Wednesday, 
which Keefe called “encouraging” but wouldn’t commit to the star winger 
being in the lineup.  

Regardless, the show must go on. And when Keefe looks at this team, he 
sees a crucial difference from the squad that last played in a meaningful 
game. 

“I think all of our players have an additional edge to them for sure,” Keefe 
said. “They wanted [training camp] to be difficult. They want to get out in 
front of it. That's what you're looking for a coach with a group like that, 
that has got reasons to dig in. And I've seen that through camp. They've 
come together as a group, but it's been very businesslike from the start 
all the way through, and certainly this morning as well.” 

Keefe’s established mantra for the season has been “raise the standard,” 
a phrase that encapsulates any number of definitions.  

Toronto believed it had set a strong foundation and set the standard in 
their regular season last year through winning the North Division. Then 
the entire house came crumbling down in playoffs. So, the point this time 
around is to cultivate a mindset that doesn’t allow such things to happen. 

“I think [raising the standard] is just about caring. But it's a long season,” 
said defenceman 

. “So, it'll be interesting to see if we're able to carry that over 82 games 
and [however many] months. I think that training camp is always intense, 
and guys care a lot, they come in great shape. So, if we can keep that 
going for the rest of the season, we'll be in good shape.” 

“What it requires ultimately is to try to make sure that our spirit remains 
high,” added Keefe. “Both in our level of competitiveness and how we 
enjoy the process that comes with a challenging season. But also, just 
being around each other, having fun and understanding the things that 
are happening within our walls.” 

There will be a lot more people inside the Leafs’ home this season too, 
with the Ontario government giving Toronto a green light to host full 
capacity crowds. The Leafs haven’t played to a packed house since 
March 2020, and provincial restrictions prevented even players’ family 
members from being in the building last year. 

But that was then. And just like the Leafs attempting to turn the page on 
a new chapter, so too is the return of fans a part of their fresh start.  

“I'm pumped. I think it's going to be a lot of fun,” said Rielly. “Guys have 
their parents in town for the first time in a long time. We’re happy to have 
the crowd back in the mix. We're looking forward to it and anxiously 
waiting for what it's going to look like, and I think once we get playing, it'll 
be a fun, cool atmosphere.” 

It’s all part of a return to normalcy for the Leafs, who have no excuse not 
to turn talk into action. For months, everyone from players to 
management has said the right things about how to cultivate and 
ultimately reach the club’s full potential.  

Now is the time to start showing it.  

“The guys have great belief in what we're doing and the work that we put 
in for this game tonight to play for real,” said Keefe. “There’s lots of 
optimism. We’ve had a greater period of time to put work in [than last 
year]. I think that the team feels much closer and much more put 
together. And I think with [our] level of preparation comes confidence.” 
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TSN.CA / AHL play-by-play man comes out 

 

By Bob McKenzie 

 

All Jason Shaya has ever wanted in his life is to be a play-by-play man 
for a National Hockey League team. 

But truth be told, it’s no longer as simple as that. 

Because as much as Shaya (pronounced Shy-uh) still aspires to make 
the NHL in his chosen profession, what he really wants is to be 
something far greater than that. 

That is, to be his true and authentic self. Now, the soon to be 41-year-
old, for the first time in his life, is doing exactly that. 

“I’m gay,” said Shaya, the Michigan-born play-by-play man who has 
called a lot of minor professional hockey games and some NHL games 
over a career that has spanned 15-plus years in the United Hockey 
League, ECHL and mostly the American Hockey League. 

The current play caller for the AHL’s Utica Comets — the New Jersey 
Devils’ primary affiliate — has spent the better part of the past week 
coming out, telling the important people in his life that he has been living 
a lie. 

Shaya said he knew from an early age, around 12 or 13, that he was 
“different.” He called it a strange and confusing time but just pushed 
those feelings down, never acting on them. As a teenager, he knew he 
was gay, but he just carried on and has kept on carrying on. 
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“You conceal it for so long because you think you maybe have a chance 
to do something [NHL play-by-play] so you just keep going and bury that 
part of you,” Shaya said last week, when he finally decided to be open 
about who he is. “But it makes you feel bad. I’m lying to people. Lying to 
myself. I’ve been living a lie. That’s the problem of being in the closet. 

“I still have a hard time even saying the words after 40 years of not 
saying it. But I am [gay]. It’s who I am, and it’s become more important to 
me personally than professionally to be open about that now. And 
whatever happens, professionally or whatever, I’m good, I’m okay with it, 
because it’s the truth. It’s who I am.” 

*** 

The early returns of his coming out have been nothing but positive. 
Immensely gratifying, uplifting and heartening. 

“It’s been unbelievable,” Shaya said. “Every person I’ve told has been 
incredibly supportive. Two things have happened. One, it’s getting a lot 
easier for me to say, ‘I’m gay.’ Two, every time I tell someone, I feel more 
liberated. I feel way better about myself and my life.” 

There is, however, one person he has yet to tell — his mother, Marlin. 

Which might seem perfectly understandable except for the fact Jason 
knows his mother has been aware of his secret for many years, even 
though it’s never been spoken between the two. 

“My brother has a big mouth,” Jason said, laughing about his older (by 10 
months) brother Brandon, who has known Jason’s secret since they were 
16 and 17 years old. In fact, Brandon was the first person Jason ever told 
his secret to. 

As teenagers, Brandon suspected Jason might be gay. As older brothers 
are wont to do, Brandon was badgering Jason, ‘Just say it. You know 
are, just say it.’ So, on that day, Jason said it. 

“[Brandon] just gave me a big hug that day and said, ‘I love you no matter 
what,’” Jason recounted. “And that was that.” 

And until recently — in a handful of select situations in the last year and 
many more in the past couple of weeks — Jason had never said it again. 
He just went back to living his life; living his lie, as he called it. 

Jason knew his brother shared the secret with some others in the family, 
including his mom. But all these years later, not once have Jason and his 
mom ever spoken about it. She knows he’s gay. He knows she knows. 
And even after coming out to so many people in the past week, Jason 
still wasn’t sure when or how exactly he’ll say the actual words to his 
mom. 

“Maybe after this article comes out?” Jason said with a nervous laugh. “I 
get the sweats even thinking about it. It’s going to be an awkward 
conversation. I know she loves me, and I love her. Our relationship is 
great, always has been, always will be. Still, I don’t know…it’s hard.” 

Telling his sister, Fallon? No problem, he called her this week. Love and 
support all the way around. Jason’s father, Shafiq, died of cancer in 
1997. Jason adored his father, but Shafiq didn’t know his son’s secret 
when he passed away. 

Does Jason wonder now how his dad would have reacted to Jason 
coming out if he were still alive? 

“I do,” Jason said. “I do think about it, and I couldn’t say for sure. My dad 
was old school, no doubt about that, but he loved me. He was a great 
father, so I’d like to think he would be good with it.” 

As awkward as Jason feels about saying the words out loud to his mom, 
broaching the subject with his employer was by far his greatest concern, 
the one that kept him up many nights, the one that was undoubtedly the 
biggest motivator to remaining closeted for fear it might negatively impact 
his career. 

He only became the Comets’ play-by-play voice last January, on the 
heels of a 13-year association with the AHL Charlotte Checkers and (at 
times the NHL Carolina Hurricanes) that ended when he was cut loose in 
the spring of 2020, during the pandemic. Comets’ team president Robert 
Esche, the former NHL goaltender, was the one who hired him in Utica. 

“Honestly, it took me two or three days to work up the courage to tell 
Robert I even needed to meet with him,” Shaya said. “I was 
hyperventilating before we met.” 

That meeting took place last Thursday morning. 

: “I just told him I’m here for him and I’m super happy and super proud of 
him." 

“So, we were sitting there, and I was having a really tough time getting 
the words out,” Shaya said. “Robert had no idea why we were there. He 
thought maybe I was there to quit or maybe tell him my mom was sick or 
something really bad. So, I finally got the words out and he laughed, 
laughed in a good way, smiled, and he grabbed me and gave me this 
huge hug and told me, ‘Whatever you need, we’re here for you. I’m on 
Team Jason and we’ve all got your back here in this building.’ Robert 
was fantastic. It was overwhelming.” 

And just like that, with a big bear hug from Esche, the most deep-seated 
fear that caused Shaya so many sleepless nights was squeezed right out 
of him. It was exhilarating and liberating, just the way coming out is 
supposed to be. 

Shaya also made a point in the past week to tell some of his other 
hockey friends who have come to mean a lot to him. 

That includes current Pittsburgh Penguins’ assistant coach Mike Vellucci, 
who was the Charlotte head coach for two seasons starting in 2017. The 
two Michiganders hit it off extremely well and maintained their friendship 
even after Vellucci left Carolina/Charlotte to coach Pittsburgh’s farm team 
in Wilkes-Barre in 2019-20. 

Shaya visited Vellucci in Michigan this past summer, they smoked cigars 
and got caught up, but it wasn’t until last week Shaya was prepared to 
tell his friend he’s gay. 

“It caught me off guard,” Vellucci said while en route to the NHL season 
opener between Pittsburgh and Tampa Bay. “I never knew [he was gay], 
don’t care either, in the sense it doesn’t change anything with our 
friendship. When you get a call like that, my first thought is, what do I say 
or do to make him feel comfortable and supported? So, I just assured 
him he’s loved, he’s a dear friend and we’re all here for him. 

“Jason is such a great guy. He’s like a member of my family. Such a 
good person and he’s a phenomenal play-by-play guy, too.” 

Shaya also reached out to Edmonton Oiler forward 

, who spent the 2017-18 season in Charlotte with Shaya calling his 
games. And when Foegele was called up to play his first NHL game in 
Carolina, it was Shaya calling the game on TV for the Canes. He got to 
call his friend’s first NHL goal in Foegele’s first game. 

Check out Jason Shaya’s call on his good friend Warren Foegele’s first 
NHL goal in his first NHL game. 

“From his first day there, we just seemed to hit it off,” Shaya said. “He 
was only in Charlotte for one season but even after he went to Carolina 
[NHL], we kept in contact. We would talk a lot, about hockey, about 
politics, about life.” 

But never about Shaya’s sexual orientation. Until this past week, that is. 

“It takes a lot of courage to do what he did,” Foegele said this week from 
Edmonton. “I just told him I’m here for him and I’m super happy and 
super proud of him. I can’t even imagine how he felt for so many years, 
not able to be himself. Jason doing this now will maybe help other 
people, too.” 

*** 

Shaya’s family is from Iraq. 

His parents met and were married there. Then they emigrated from Iraq 
to the United States, settling in Detroit, where they raised their three 
American-born kids. A lot of Marlin’s family emigrated from Iraq to 
Canada. So young Jason living in Hockeytown and having Canadian 
relatives was bound to have an impact on him. He was destined to love 
hockey. 
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“My dad was a massive Red Wings’ fan,” Jason said. “He was the reason 
I love the sport so much. He was the greatest man I ever knew. I grew up 
listening to Bob Cole [Hockey Night in Canada] and Gary Thorne [ESPN]. 
Those are the two [play-by-play] men who remain most influential to my 
call.” 

Jason played a bit of hockey as a kid, but the reality was the family 
couldn’t afford to keep him in the sport. He played goal and he loved it. In 
his later teen years and into his 20s, he got himself some goalie 
equipment and went back to play when he could for fun. 

In 2005, he got his first hockey job, working for the Motor City Mechanics, 
based out of Fraser, Mich., in the infamous United Hockey League, or the 
U-Haul as some called it. The next year he ended up with the utterly 
forgettable one-year wonder Chicago Hounds UHL franchise. The 
recently released Netflix hit documentary on the UHL’s Danbury Trashers 
has been getting a lot of attention, which makes Jason snicker. 

“People ask me if I’ve seen it,” he said with a laugh. “See it? I kinda lived 
it.” 

In 2007, he moved up a rung on the minor pro ladder, joining the 
Charlotte of the ECHL. In 2010, the Checkers left the ECHL to play in the 
AHL. He became firmly ensconced as the voice of the AHL Checkers and 
was just one step away from his dream job of calling games in the NHL, 
which he finally achieved as a part time fill-in for the NHL Hurricanes. 

When John Forslund, the voice of the Canes, had national TV 
assignments, Shaya would fill in to do Carolina’s TV games. He made his 
NHL television debut in November of 2017 in Toronto. The Canes lost 8-
1 but Shaya calls it “the greatest moment of my career.” 

In 2019, he called 

’s regular-season game-winning overtime goal, which remains “the most 
memorable call of my career.” It’s a call that’s been used in an NHL 
promotional commercial. 

Check out Jason Shaya’s call on a game-winning goal in overtime by 
Dougie Hamilton of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Shaya’s journey through the minor pro ranks of hockey allowed him to 
often strap on the pads and be a practice goalie. All 5-foot-6 of him. In 
2005-06, Motor City Mechanic goalie Rod Branch played all 72 games 
that season so he didn’t practise much. Jason would tend the net in 
practice. That’s where his practice goalie career was launched. 

“Every team I’ve called games for has given me the privilege of practising 
with incredible players, some of whom have gone on to play in the NHL,” 
Shaya said. I backed up a lot of games in the UHL and ECHL and even 
an AHL game, too, when Mike [Vellucci] asked me to do it.” 

He’s still looking for that full-time gig as an NHL play-by-play man. He 
doesn’t know if he’ll ever get it – he turns 41 on Nov. 3 – but he certainly 
doesn’t lack the confidence to do it. “Honestly, I think I call a helluva 
game,” he said. “I know I can do it. If it does, I’m ready. If it doesn’t, if it’s 
passed me by, so be it.” 

*** 

Shaya didn’t just wake up last week and decide to come out as gay. 

It’s been something of a process, but it wouldn’t have happened at all if 
Jason didn’t think hockey culture was changing for the better. 

“I feel the culture has changed,” Shaya said. “The old guard is either 
gone or going. The AHL has become a much younger league. There 
were no Pride Nights when I started, that’s for sure. I couldn’t have done 
this [come out] in 2010. I think of some of the [veteran minor pro] players 
back then, some of them were, uh, not very good people.” 

In the last year, there have been three moments that spurred Shaya to 
seriously consider coming out and ultimately paved the way for him to do 
so. 

The first was in November of 2020, when hockey player agent Bayne 
Pettinger, who works for CAA, came out as gay. Shaya saw how warmly 
Pettinger was welcomed by so many in the pro hockey community. Jason 
reached out to Bayne after that to seek his guidance and counsel. 

“Bayne’s announcement was a real inflection point for me,” Jason said. “I 
was able to talk to Bayne, who was on the other side of where I wanted 
to get to. He basically said, ‘the water is fine, you can jump right in.’ I 
heard what he said, I wanted to believe it, but I said to myself, ‘I’m 
different.’ No, I’m not actually different but that’s what you tell yourself 
when you’re running away from something.” 

Another notable point was last June when Carl Nassib became the first 
active openly gay NFL player. On the occasion of that news, Shaya 
emailed a hockey journalist he knew to ask the question, “What do you 
think the reaction would be if a minor pro play-by-play man were to come 
out?” 

He was admitting to someone who didn’t know he was gay that he was, 
in fact, gay. But he didn’t have to say the words. More importantly, he 
was weighing whether he was ready to take the same plunge as 
Pettinger and if pro hockey was ready for an openly gay play-by-play 
man. He wasn’t there yet but the walls were beginning to crumble. 

And then this past summer, Shaya called Patrick Burke, who works in the 
NHL Player Safety Department. Patrick’s brother, Brendan, then a 
student manager of the Miami University men's hockey team, came out in 
2009. 

Brendan was tragically killed in an automobile accident in 2010, but his 
legacy lives on in the You Can Play program that was founded in 2012, 
largely inspired by Brendan’s courage and Patrick’s work to ensure a 
legacy for his brother. 

“Patrick was great,” Jason said. “He assured me if I came out [You Can 
Play and the NHL] would have my back. That means everything to 
someone in my situation.” 

Another valuable resource for Shaya was his good friend and fellow play-
by-play man, also named 

, who is now the voice of the New York Islanders. Brendan and Jason 
came up through the low minors together, following the same path. When 
Jason lost his job in Charlotte, it was Brendan who connected Jason with 
Esche in Utica. 

“I know how Jason felt when he lost his job [in Charlotte] because the 
same thing happened to me in Peoria,” Burke said. “Jason is too skilled a 
broadcaster to not be calling games, so I did what I could to help out [in 
Utica].” 

Jason talked to Brendan this past summer as a sounding board on the 
most critical question, the biggest reservation bar none, for him: “If I 
come out, do you think it will negatively impact my job/career?” 

“Jason reached out and he was really nonchalant about it, like I had 
known for years [he was gay] when I didn’t know at all,” Brendan said. 
“There was no grand announcement, ‘I’m gay’ or anything like that. So, I 
just rolled with it and gave him my thoughts. I remember thinking how 
sad it is that [Jason] has to worry about whether this will hurt his career, 
but it’s a question he has to ask. You just never know for sure how 
anyone will react. I’m so happy for him [that he’s been able to come out].” 

But even after seeking the counsel of friends and colleagues in the 
game, Jason still wasn’t entirely comfortable with the notion of revealing 
his true self. And then along came 19-year-old Luke Prokop, the 
Nashville Predator prospect who in July announced he was gay. That 
was the proverbial turning point for Shaya, the moment when he knew it 
was not a matter of if he would come out, but when. 

“I asked myself, ‘Why does this teenage kid have so much more guts 
than me?’” Jason said. “I mean, he’s a player on the ice playing the 
game. He’s an actual NHL prospect. If he could take this huge step in his 
young life, why not me at age 40?” 

*** 

A cynic might suggest Shaya’s story, or those like his, is becoming “same 
old, same old” because there has been a proliferation of these “coming 
out” stories in pro sports. 

The cynic would be dead wrong. 

Because in each and every one of these stories, there’s a real human toll 
that has been exacted on those who are telling them. There’s nothing 
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routine about the angst Shaya has dealt with his entire life and how 
intensely those feelings get amplified in that moment of truth when he 
effectively becomes born again into a new life full of uncertainty. 

But also, a life with so much more hope for a better, happier future. 

He spent decades building a walled fortress to protect his true identity. 

Shaya has never been on Facebook or Instagram. He has a Twitter 
account but only because the teams he’s worked for want him to promote 
their games. He believes he’s always been a private person by nature 
but readily concedes he’s had to nurture a protective shell. So how much 
more outgoing might he have otherwise been if not burdened with a 
secret life that he couldn’t even live? 

“It takes a toll on you,” he said. “It’s like you’re carrying something around 
with you all the time. It makes you want to be less accessible to people. 
More introverted. You protect yourself. I wouldn’t say I’m necessarily 
lonely, but I’m alone a lot. 

“It’s hard to meet new people. They could be really nice people and they 
may have sincere interest in knowing you or knowing about you, so they 
ask questions. It’s just natural curiosity or being nice but for me, it was 
frightening. So, you develop a sense of when to avoid those meetings 
and situations. You can’t answer questions about yourself honestly. If 
you lie, you might betray who you really are. So, it’s a lot easier to just 
not meet new people.” 

And perhaps now that he’s come out, he’ll be able to go to a New Year’s 
Eve party again, because the one time he was invited to a team New 
Year’s Eve party, it didn’t go well. 

“Every guy who was at the party was there with a wife or a girlfriend,” he 
recalled. “When the clock struck midnight, every couple is smooching. I’m 
literally the only one on my own, just standing there, looking at everyone 
else kissing. Well, this is awkward. Then they’re looking at me by myself 
and I can see the look on their faces, ‘Oh, poor Shaya.’ I made the 
mental note that night — no more New Year’s Eve parties for me.” 

There’s a whole new world out there now for Shaya to navigate. A brave, 
new world. 

“It really is a courageous thing that he’s done,” Vellucci said. “To be 40 
years old in the line of work that he’s in, well, that takes great courage. I 
mentioned that quote to Jason, ‘Those who matter don’t mind; those who 
mind don’t matter.’ He’ll find out who his real friends are.” 

And make some new ones as he embarks on a new life as his true self. 

Just as Bayne Pettinger and Luke Prokop showed the way for Shaya, he 
hopes his decision may inspire someone else to live their best life and be 
themselves. 

“I know how lonely [closeted life] is,” he said. “If I can help someone else 
feeling the same way I did, that would make me very happy.” 
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USA TODAY / Alex Ovechkin scores twice in Capitals' opener to vault 
into fifth place on all-time goals list 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

WASHINGTON — Alexander Ovechkin’s climb up the NHL career goals 
list took another step in the Washington Capitals’ first game of the year. 

With two goals against the New York Rangers on Wednesday, Ovechkin 
passed Marcel Dionne for fifth on the all-time list. 

He scored on a third-period power play for the Capitals' fourth goal 
(career goal No. 731) to tie Dionne. The stalemate lasted all of 10 
minutes, as Ovechkin provided the final tally – a rare short-handed strike 
(the fifth of his career and first since the 2008-09 season) for goal No. 

732 – past Rangers goaltender Alexandar Georgiev later in the frame to 
seal the Capitals' 5-1 victory. 

Washington's captain played it cool after the win, while joking he's ready 
for more penalty-kill responsibilities.  

“Yeah, just trying to do my job,” Ovechkin said. Asked whether climbing 
the all-time list adds any motivation, he replied:  

“I just enjoy my time (playing).” 

Next up for Ovechkin to surpass are Brett Hull (741) and Jaromir Jagr 
(766). Wayne Gretzky tops the list with 894 goals and has said twice in 
the last week he hopes Ovechkin, in his 17th season, can play long 
enough to break his record. Gordie Howe (801 goals) is second, and 
Ovechkin will (presumably) have to wait another season or two to catch 
the Detroit Red Wings legend.  

Ovechkin wasn't the lone member of the team with a milestone evening. 

Rookie forward Hendrix Lapierre, the team's first-round pick in 2020, 
scored his first NHL goal in his first NHL game. Coach Peter Laviolette 
also passed John Tortorella in wins with win No. 674, making him the 
winningest American-born coach in history.  

"It's not one guy winning," said Laviolette, who began his 20th season 
behind a NHL bench on Wednesday. "It's a team that wins. So I think 
about that."  

Only in his second year with the Capitals, Laviolette has nevertheless 
experienced plenty of Ovechkin-centered celebrations already.  

“It seems like every night we’re acknowledging him for something or he’s 
passing somebody by or he’s doing something special," the coach said. 
"Tonight’s a real big accomplishment."  

Even more impressive, Laviolette said, is that Ovechkin – a game-time 
decision due to a lower-body injury that left him day-to-day – not only 
played, but contributed at scale with his two goals and two assists.  

"There (were) lots of question marks," Laviolette said.  

As usual, Ovechkin provided the right answers.    
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