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Watching the Carolina Hurricanes on TV will be a little more complicated this season 

By Chip Alexander and Brooke Cain 

ESPN is back in the hockey game and TNT is the NHL’s new 
broadcast partner. 

Bally Sports South again will carry the majority of Carolina 
Hurricanes games, allowing Canes fans to see all of the 
team’s 82 games in the 2021-22 season that begins 
Thursday against the New York Islanders at PNC Arena. 

Most Canes fans, that is.  

Here’s what you need to know about watching the 
Hurricanes hockey this season. 

▪ Bally Sports South, a regional sports network owned by the 
Sinclair Broadcast Group, is your main supplier, with 74 
Hurricanes games on their schedule. 

▪ ESPN will show the Canes game against the Dallas Stars 
on March 24. 

▪ Six games will air exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu and 
others through the ESPN+ service. None this season will be 
on TNT. 

How can I watch the Hurricanes on Bally? 

▪ Cable / satellite: Bally (formerly known as Fox Regional 
Sports) is available in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia, and shown on cable, satellite and over-the-top 
providers including Spectrum, AT&T U-verse, DIRECTV. It is 
not available on DISH. 

▪ Directly from Bally: Game telecasts can also be streamed 
live on BallySports.com and the Bally Sports app. The app is 
available on Apple, Android and Windows devices, but you’ll 
still need a cable or satellite log-in to watch. 

▪ DIRECTV STREAM: Currently, streamers with the 
DIRECTV STREAM service (formerly known as AT&T NOW) 
can stream Bally Regional Sports Networks. You’ll have to 
opt in for their Choice package to get Bally. 

▪ Other streaming options? You can no longer get Bally’s 
regional sports networks on Sling, Hulu Live TV, YouTube 
TV and FuboTV, because of lapsed contracts with Sinclair 
Broadcast Group, which acquired 21 (then Fox) RSNs from 
Disney in 2019. 

Can I listen to Canes games on the radio? 

▪ Yes, the Hurricanes games can still be heard on 99.9 The 
Fan, which is the team’s flagship radio station, and The 
Fan’s sister station, Buzz Sports Radio. 

▪ The Hurricanes Radio Network also includes 730 The 
Game ESPN Charlotte, ESPN New Bern and ESPN 
Greenville. 

▪ Fans outside the Hurricanes Radio Network listening area 
can listen to live simulcasts on Hurricanes.com and through 
the Canes’ mobile app. 

▪ SiriusXM satellite radio also carries game broadcasts. 

How can I watch Hurricanes blackout games? 

Games shown through ESPN+ have blackout restrictions on 
the streaming of Bally Sports South games in the home 
regions. 

Some Canes watchers in the past have used a “backdoor” to 
beat the local blackouts with a VPN service, such as 
NORDVPN, to mask their location and stream the games. 

Note: Local blackout games can be watched on NHL.tv, 
which requires a subscription, 48 hours after the game. 

Who broadcasts Canes games for Bally Sports? 

The Bally Sports South broadcast team for the Canes 
remains the same. Mike Maniscalco will again handle play by 
play and Tripp Tracy will be the analyst. 

Abby Labar will serve as in-game reporter and the host of 
Hurricanes LIVE, where she again will be joined by former 
Canes forward Shane Willis. 
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Without Dougie Hamilton, the Canes have some questions to answer on special teams 

By Luke Decock 

Not that there’s a straight line from the regular season to the 
playoffs, but the Carolina Hurricanes got an object lesson in 
the difference between having some of the best special 
teams in the NHL and being average or worse. 

The power play, second in the NHL during the regular 
season at 25.6 percent, dropped to 18.2 percent, seventh of 
the eight teams that advanced to the second round. The 
penalty-kill, third in the NHL at 85.2 percent, was only 
successful 76.2 percent of the time in the postseason. 

Some of that had to do with their second-round opponent — 
the Tampa Bay Lightning’s power play was just too powerful 
for anyone to stop — but neither was a strength in the first 
round against the Nashville Predators, either. 

Then they lost Dougie Hamilton, who spent more time on 
special teams than any other defenseman, one of several big 
offseason changes that will inevitably impact both units. And 
unlike goaltending, where the Hurricanes expect significant 
improvement, this is an area where the Hurricanes are just 
fighting against any slippage. 

They can’t afford not to pick up where they left off. 

“It has to, because that’s the game now,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Everybody, five-on-five, pretty much 
saws each other off and it seems to come down to special 
teams. We know we have to be good in both of those areas 
and it should be a strength for our team.” 

The big question surrounds the power play, where Hamilton 
was the straw that stirred the man-advantage drink. No 
defenseman saw anywhere near the power-play time 
Hamilton did, and among players only Sebastian Aho played 
more. It’s a massive void to fill. 

Hamilton’s ability to quarterback the power play was a big 
reason why the New Jersey Devils were willing to pay him $9 
million a season; the Hurricanes are paying Tony DeAngelo 
a ninth of that to (partially) replace him as a right-shot power 
play triggerman. No one expects DeAngelo to do what 
Hamilton did, and his skill set is unquestionably different, so 
there’s a big unknown there. 

Hamilton is a unique talent, with unusual vision and 
preternatural smoothness. As will be the case five-on-five, 
the Hurricanes won’t necessarily notice what they’re missing 
until they’re actually missing it. 

But they remain hopeful the continuity elsewhere on the top 
unit -- Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent 
Trocheck -- will make the transition as seamless as possible, 
especially if Svechnikov can bounce back from a 
disappointing third season. 

“Four other guys on the power play are the same as last 
year, second-ranked power play in the league last year, so I 
don’t see any reason why we shouldn’t be able to pick up 
where we left off,” Trocheck said. 

On the other side, the Hurricanes lost three of their top eight 
penalty-killers in Hamilton, Brock McGinn and Warren 
Foegele as well as the assistant coach who orchestrated 
things, Dean Chenowyth. Former Hurricanes defenseman 
Tim Gleason replaces him. 

But Ethan Bear should be able to fill some of the gap on the 
blue line. A healthy Teravainen will soak up a lot of the 
forward ice time McGinn and Foegele played with a man 
down, and Derek Stepan has plenty of experience in that role 
as well. 

Given the Hurricanes’ consistent success short-handed 
under Brind’Amour -- both in smothering opposing power 
plays and generating offense of their own down a man -- 
there’s no reason to expect a drop-off. 

“We’re not going to change a heck of a lot there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “On both things we were pretty successful 
last year. We know what we have to do. A few little tweaks 
here and there. Personnel, obviously, is the big change. 
Getting those guys to dial in on it and figure out how we get 
better at it. That’s the whole key. We know the system works. 
Now we’ve got to get better at it with the people we have.” 

The power play and penalty-kill were among the Hurricanes’ 
primary strengths last year, reliable and productive. They 
can’t be anything less this time around. 
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Four things we learned about the Carolina Hurricanes in their win over the Islanders 

By Justin Pelletier  

It’s too soon to draw any big conclusions from Thursday 
night’s Hurricanes home opener against the Islanders at 
PNC Arena, right? 

Maybe, but we can certainly learn a few things. Here are 
some things we learned after Thursday’s contest. 

The Canes power play scored twice on its five opportunities 
Thursday, and it looked good on the other three chances. 
The Canes controlled the puck and maintained puck 
possession. Tony DeAngelo looked good running the show, 
and the combinations of forwards the Canes trotted out there 
with him were agile and moved the puck well. 

On the first power play goal, the Canes maintained 
possession in the Islanders zone throughout, and the tic-tac-
toe passing ended with a slick feed from DeAngelo to Teuvo 
Teravainen, who blasted a one-timer from the right faceoff 
circle over Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin’s left shoulder. 

The team’s second power play goal was into an empty net 
with time expiring, a second goal for Andrei Svechnikov. 

Meanwhile, the Canes’ penalty kill was dominant. The 
Islanders drew three penalties and were on the power play 
for nearly six minutes, but the Canes allowed no shots 
against. 

The Canes’ resilience remains 

One of the hallmarks of last year’s Hurricanes was their 
ability to bounce back after a tough outing (not that they had 
many of those). The Canes on Thursday proved they can still 
come from behind with the best of ‘em, and from a tough 
circumstance. 

After a lengthy review process awarded a goal to the 
Islanders (see the item below), the Canes had every reason 
to be deflated (and tired). Instead, they regrouped on the 
bench, and on the ice. In less time than it took to get to the 
review in the first place, Andrei Svechnikov scored his first 
goal of the season — and the team’s first — to even the 
game at 1-1. And just 4:42 later, Jaccob Slavin proved he 
can produce offense, too. Last year’s Lady Byng winner 
slipped a wrister through traffic after a faceoff win by Jordan 
Staal that ricocheted off Jesper Fast in front to put the Canes 
on top, 2-1, to close out the first frame. 

In the second period, the Canes once again showed why 
they’ve been able to overcome adversity. The Islanders 
equalized just 52 seconds into the middle period when Brock 
Nelson batted home a second-chance rebound off 
Andersen’s pads. Momentum could have been on New 
York’s side, but the Canes snagged it back with a 
contribution from alternate captain and grinder extraordinaire 
Jordan Martinook, who embodies all there is about resilience 

on his own. He whipped around and found the net from the 
right side of the mid slot to put his team back on top. 

Video replay review still takes too long 

Canes keeper Frederik Andersen made a solid right-to-left 
save, pushing off the right post with his right skate as Kyle 
Palmieri found Matt Barzal alone in front. 

Or was it? 

A full 2:07 of playing time later, at the next natural whistle, a 
reply official from the booth signaled to the officials on the ice 
that they needed to take another look at the play. And they 
looked. And they looked. In more than four minutes of real 
time, officials watch the video feed over and over again to 
determine if the puck had, indeed, crossed the line. 

It did. So time went back on the clock — reversed itself, if 
you will — and a goal went up on the board for the Islanders, 
the first of the night. 

And that was just the first review, though the second took a 
little less time — and was a little more favorable for the home 
team. On this occasion, Nino Niederreiter drove to the net 
around large-but-awkward defender Zdeno Chara, who 
hauled Niederreiter to the ice. As he fell, though, he poked 
the puck through Isles keeper Ilya Sorokin. No goal was 
awarded at first, but after a huddle, referees awarded the 
goal. 

The Islanders then used a coaches challenge, alleging goalie 
interference. After even more review, the goal was allowed to 
stand, and the officials assessed New York a penalty. 

Kotkaniemi started with Aho, Necas 

One of the burning questions to start the season was how 
the coaching staff would juggle the lines with the influx of 
new talent to the team, particularly the late addition of 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. We learned right off the drop of the puck 
that the old SAT line, while obviously an option, wasn’t the 
starting combination coach Rod Brind’Amour went with. 

Kotkaniemi slotted in to start the game with Sebastian Aho 
and Martin Necas, while Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen slotted in at wing with Vincent Trocheck. Jordan 
Staal centered the other ‘Top 9’ line with Jesper Fast and 
Nino Neiderreiter. 

The one piece of the lineup that was in little doubt once 
camp started this fall was the defesive alignment. As 
expected, Jaccob Slavin slotted in with Ethan Bear, Brady 
Skjei with Brett Pesce and Ian Cole with Tony DeAngelo. 
Skjei and Pesce started the game in front of starting keeper 
Frederik Andersen. 
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The Canes show off their offense in a season-opening win over the Islanders 

By Chip Alexander 

The tailgating began early, the parking lots at PNC Arena 
filling quickly. The building was full, loud. 

It’s October. The Carolina Hurricanes were opening a new 
hockey season. The New York Islanders were in the house 
Thursday for the start of an 82-game regular season, the two 
Metropolitan Divisions rivals going at it again. 

“It seems like we’re as close to normal as we can be right 
now,” Canes goalie Frederik Andersen said leading up to the 
game. 

The Canes gave a sellout crowd much to enjoy, taking a 6-3 
victory that started with Andrei Svechnikov scoring Carolina’s 
first goal of the season and then finishing it off with the sixth, 
a power-play empty netter. The special teams were sharp, 
the defensemen active and engaged and Andersen good 
enough in net in his first start with 25 saves. 

“It was a really good game, a good game to watch,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I thought it was really 
entertaining. Hard fought. Both teams played really well I 
thought. I’m sure they would probably say they gave up too 
much. I thought we probably gave up a little too much, but it 
was an exciting game, I think.” 

The game had all the proper opening-night pomp and 
circumstance. Brind’Amour got a huge hand from Canes fans 
during the team introductions. No surprise there. Sebastian 
Aho, named an alternate captain this season, received 
another one. 

Then they dropped the puck and what could be top of the 
best teams in the Metro battled it out. 

Svechnikov, who had two goals and assist, had Canes fans 
at full throat when he scored in the first and when he tried his 
lacrosse move behind the net in the third. Jesper Fast, 
Jordan Martinook and Nino Niederreiter also scored in a 
game that had a good pace and enough intensity as the 
Canes led 2-1 after the first and took a 4-3 lead into the third. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s power-play goal in the third made it 5-3, 
the forward ripping a shot from the right circle off a Tony 
DeAngelo pass. 

“The fifth goal took us out,” Isles coach Barry Trotz said. “We 
were kind of hanging around and it felt like we were going to 
have a last push.” 

Teravainen, who missed much of last season with a 
concussion, also had an assist in a complete game. 

“He’s such a key player for us and does everything,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Whatever we need done, he can do it. 
Obviously for him to be healthy, he’s just enjoying the game 
again.” 

There soon would be another season first: the first Storm 
Surge celebration after a victory. The players first gathered 
at mid-ice, followed by a collective leap into the glass. 

The Canes signed Andersen — and goalie Antti Raanta — to 
give them more a veteran presence in net and Andersen was 
given the first start by Brind’Amour. 

The Canes are counting on special teams to again be a 
strength. Their puck movement was sharp on the power play 
and Teravainen scored. And the Canes’ penalty killers, 
active and effective most of last season, were on point, not 
allowing the Isles a power-play shot. 

A homemade sign by the ice before the game read: “Now 
this one counts.” 

For about six minutes, no one was sure if the Islanders’ first 
goal of the season counted. Andersen, with a quick move to 
his left, appeared to stop a Mathew Barzal shot with his pad 
at the post. But when play was stopped — two minutes later 
— there was a long review of the shot. 

The ruling: good goal by Barzal, 1-0 lead for the Isles. Canes 
fans booed, but Svechnikov soon had them roaring. 
Outbattling defenseman Andy Greene in front of goalie Ilya 
Sorokin, he tipped the puck in for Carolina’s first goal of the 
2021-22 season. 

The Canes’ second goal, and their first lead of the season, 
came after Jaccob Slavin ripped a shot from the left circle 
with Niederreiter and Fast in front. The goal initially was 
awarded to Slavin but Fast got his piece of the puck — and 
the goal. 

The second period had a lot of end-to-end action. The Isles 
tied the score in the first minute after a power move by Brock 
Nelson, and the Canes soon answered on Martinook’s goal 
from the slot as the fourth line gave the Canes both energy 
and a score after a good forechecking shift. 

It took another review, then a coach’s challenge for 
goaltender interference, before Niederreiter was credited 
with his goal. The Isles were penalized, but a kill by New 
York and then a goal by Anders Lee made a 4-3 game after 
two periods. 

In Brind’Amour’s first game as head coach, in October 2018, 
the Canes lost to the Islanders in overtime in the season 
opener at PNC Arena. So much has happened since for 
Carolina -- three playoff appearances, a Central Division title. 
And the pandemic, which threatened everything for 
everyone. 

But the home fans left the arena in a festive mood after a 
solid victory. 

“It was a good start and a great win and the crowd was into it 
and it was fun,” Niederreiter said after the game. 
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With two goals and a sly smirk, the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov storms into a new season 

By Luke Decock 

He grinned afterward, a sly smirk that left no secret about 
how close he came. Andrei Svechnikov nearly pulled it off, 
given time and space behind the opposing net to cradle the 
puck on the blade of his stick and try for yet another of his 
lacrosse goals. 

It would have, on opening night, brought down a house 
already more than ready to be brought down, a house full for 
the first time in 20 months. The Carolina Hurricanes were on 
their way to a big win, and a third lacrosse goal from 
Svechnikov would have lit the fuse on utter mayhem. 

The New York Islanders’ Adam Pelech was late to sniff it out 
but not too late, and Svechnikov had to settle for an empty-
net goal later to seal a 6-3 win, his second of the night. He 
opened and closed the scoring for the Hurricanes, and 
whatever weight the $7.75 million man carried around with 
him last season seemed to be entirely off his shoulders to 
start this one. 

“It was one moment in the second period I was behind the 
net and I was thinking to try it,” Svechnikov said. “I went to 
the locker room like, ‘Why didn’t you try it? Come on.’ Third 
period was a good chance and I tried it. I was too short. Got 
to go a little bit farther. And then I didn’t have lots of time as 
well. Got to do that faster, a little bit.” 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal predicted a few weeks ago 
that Svechnikov, freed of the uncertainty of his contract 
negotiations would “terrorize the league,” and he certainly 
terrorized the Islanders on Thursday. This was a virtuoso 
performance from a forward who didn’t come close to 
scratching the surface of his potential last season, but was 
the best player on the ice to start this one, on a night when 
there was plenty of competition among his teammates. 

Now, to be clear, Svechnikov got off to a good start last year, 
with three goals in the first three games before things went 
south, but there was no better way to leave all of the rest of it 
behind than this active, involved performance that 
showcased his considerable talents. 

“He was pretty dominant tonight,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It seemed like he had the puck every time 
he was on the ice, down low. He had a really good game. He 
had one penalty, still got to get that out of him, but overall he 
was really good.” 

The penalty was in the neutral zone, at least, it was pointed 
out to Brind’Amour. 

“Yeah, and it wasn’t a stick infraction. He was just trying to 
finish his check.” 

Progress. On many fronts. 

The empty-net goal padded his stats, but on a night when 12 
different Hurricanes players recorded at least a point, 
Svechnikov was involved in the two biggest goals of the 
night: He scored the opener in front of the net, tipping Teuvo 
Teravainen’s shot past Ilya Sorokin, and he facilitated the 
third-period power-play goal that put the game away. 

Svechnikov had a slick cross-ice pass to Teuvo Teravainen 
that opened the door for Teravainen and Tony DeAngelo to 
play catch and open up Teravainen to rip a one-timer from 
the right circle to make it 5-3. 

But it was the goal he didn’t score that got everyone’s 
attention. 

“You never know,” said Nino Niederreiter, who scored an 
impressive goal of his own, dragging Zdeno Chara to the net. 
“When he’s behind the net he does whatever he wants to do. 
It almost went in. Would have been a great goal. We know 
what he’s capable of doing and he’s a terrific player. It’s a 
matter of time that he scores another one like that.” 

Only Svechnikov knows just how much the contract weighed 
on him last season, and only Svechnikov knows how much 
weight is off his shoulders now. But it’s still something 
everyone sort of nods at, without actually coming out and 
saying it, whether it’s Brind’Amour or Staal or even 
Svechnikov. 

“I don’t try to think about that,” Svechnikov said. “I feel like 
when you don’t have a contract, yeah, you’ve got a little bit of 
pressure, but it doesn’t matter for me. I would work hard 
every day. I was raised like that.” 

Either way, it’s all in the past now. There’s always a glow of 
the future around Svechnikov, an aura that his best days are 
still ahead of him, and no one really can say just how good 
those days will be because, in this moment, his potential 
remains almost limitless. 

There was something of the irrepressible kid who so 
captivated fans as an electrifying and unpredictable rookie in 
that smirk, only from an older and more confident player who 
seems to know his best days truly stretch out before him, 
and not far off at that. 
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Civian’s vibe check: Depth and a little Andrei Svechnikov magic give Canes first win 

By Sara Civian  

For the first time since 2019, the Carolina Hurricanes opened 
their season at home with 100 percent fan capacity. The 6-3 
win over the Islanders was just one episode of this 82-game 
season, but it was important for the new-look Canes to re-
establish themselves in the Metro Division. A long training 
camp has been welcome with so many new faces, but most 
of those new faces are veterans who just wanted to get 
rolling. 

“It feels like we’ve been anxious for this for a while,” head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said after morning skate. “We kind 
of want to see what we have and get started. That’s the 
feeling. It’ll be nice to just have that energy in the building 
again. Everyone’s just anxious to get going.” 

Several players have been spotted around the rink these 
days wearing T-shirts with “Prove It” across the chest, and 
despite the team’s three-season playoff streak, the burden of 
proof is on them at the beginning of this 2021-22 season. 
The front office needs to prove that the moves resulting in 
more than 1/3 of the roster being new faces actually made 
sense. The players need to prove to themselves that this is 
the year that simply making the playoffs isn’t good enough. 
The front office, the players and the coach need to prove to 
the fans that their identity — what it means to be a Hurricane 
— hasn’t changed. 

That has to start game 1, and it did. The Hurricanes passed 
their first of many tests. 

I’ll say this: It was nice to complain about traffic and 
misplaced parking cones again. It was nice to complain 
about the first goal of the season going to review two 
minutes after the fact, then the call on the ice being 
overturned. It was especially nice to see you all around the 
rink again amid the buzz of a brand new season. The 
aforementioned traffic and parking had me frantically pacing 
around PNC Arena with my backpack, and every single 
person in the security line offered to let me skip without me 
even having to ask. 

Yep, I still love y’all. 

It’s so refreshing to be back experiencing this whole thing 
together — even (especially?) all the commiserating. We ask 
the players about the fans so much that it feels like a lazy, 
filler, cliche thing — and sometimes it is. But cliches are born 
from a truth repeated so much and so universally, after all. 

Cliches are things we take for granted. 

I’ll never roll my eyes at these questions again, because last 
year taught me none of this means anything without the fans. 
I won’t take that for granted again. 

• Honored, blessed and excited to announce that game 1 of 
82 featured a Teuvo Teravainen press conference. Well, it 
started with a laser on the power play. 

He’s gotta stop doing that if he really wants us to believe he 
should keep passing instead of shooting. Me: “You have 
such a great shot, do you think we’re going to see it more 
this season?” Teravainen: “I don’t know. We’ll find out, I 
guess. I’ll try a couple more times.” 

• There’s a certain sloppiness to be expected in the first 
game of the season, so we’re going to let basically all of 
tonight’s errors slide. In a roundabout way it was actually 
reassuring that Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei seemed to be 
behind most of the blunders — you know that’s just slop and 
they’ll be fine. They also got first pairing minutes, and with 
that obviously comes more risk. ‘Twas a loose, high-event 
game with a lot of open ice. Fun. 

• Jordan Staal said it best last week: “I just have a good 
feeling Svechy (Andrei Svechnikov) is going to terrorize this 
year.” Two goals, one assist, one lacrosse goal attempt later, 
and we didn’t even need to see first-line Svech for it all to 
happen. I’m starting to think whatever line he ends up on, he 
can will into being the first line. “I’m going to work hard every 
day,” Svechnikov said postgame. “I was raised like that. … I 
tried to think about this game yesterday when I went to 
sleep. You’ve got to think about those things, maybe how 
you shoot and stuff and about the puck going in the net. If 
you think like that, maybe it will happen in the game. I try to 
think like that. It’s one of my routines. I go on the ice and 
stick handle a little bit to try to feel my hands.” According to 
Natural Stat Trick, Svechnikov led the Canes (and the 
Islanders, for that matter) in actual goals (2), expected goals 
(.88), scoring chances (7) and high danger chances (3). That 
contract is looking pretty good. 

• Freddie Andersen was fine in his debut between the pipes. 
He made spectacular initial saves on two of the Islanders’ 
three goals, then the team around him provided no help with 
rebound control around the crease. So, there are pros and 
cons to every goalie style. Alex Nedeljkovic is smaller, and 
sometimes that meant letting certain goals get by him, but 
with that smaller size came the ability and acrobatics to 
pounce on more rebounds. Andersen’s mass allows for 
easier saves, but the players in front of him need to adapt for 
a slower rebound reaction time. 

• Holy depth, Batman. Every line except the “first line” scored 
tonight, which bodes well for the dreaded Metro match-up 
game — and it might make you want to forgive Brind’Amour 
(hey, I said might) for his love of spreading out the talent. “It’s 
nice when you can roll four lines and feel confident in them, 
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have a fourth line with the veteran guys that we have there,” 
he said. “That means a lot to you. … The newer players, the 
guys that have joined us, I thought, played really well. I was 
actually pleasantly surprised, other than a couple hiccups 
here or there. I felt like they looked like they’d been around 
for a long time.” 

• Speaking of Brind’Amour, three things tonight reminded us 
that this is still his team. The shot count (41-28, Canes), the 
penalty kill (3-for-3 and aggressive as ever) and the game 
flow. 

• And speaking of the new guys, two assists and a near-
blunder made up for in effort for Tony DeAngelo tonight. One 
assist and an all-around solid performance for Ethan Bear 

tonight. The Slavin-Bear pairing looked great despite 
mainstays Pesce and Skjei getting the first pairing minutes. 
DeAngelo was solid quarterbacking the first power play unit 
after the early lost puck. 

• Not to sound like I was born in 1957 or something, but I 
loved Skjei’s reaction fighting Brock Nelson after that hit to 
Sebastian Aho along the boards. I don’t want to say this sort 
of thing was “missing” from the Canes last year, but if I was 
born in 1957 that’s exactly what I’d say. Skjei showed how 
much respect the team has for their newest alternate 
captain. 
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NHL power rankings: 32 courageous takes, plus award picks and full division predictions 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn  

Welcome to Season 2 of the NHL power rankings: same 
characters, same jokes, same charm, same weird pop 
culture stuff shoehorned into a numbered list of hockey 
teams. 

By now, you know the drill: Every Friday we debate how 
good each NHL team is and rank them based on a 
combination of their talent level, their ability to win it all and, 
of course, their current vibes. It’s highly scientific and 100 
percent accurate. Don’t bother fighting us on any of these 
rankings because they are all exactly perfect. 

Sometimes there will be themes, sometimes we will be too 
tired to think of a theme — but what you will always get is 
two nice guys who try hard and love the game. 

It’s the first week of the season, so this edition is all about 
the future with one bold prediction for every team — plus 
some light roasting of said predictions. We strained a lot of 
brain cells coming up with this. Nobody has done anything 
like it (ever). 

We also figured we’d do the whole season predictions bit. 
Here’s who we have for each division, the Stanley Cup Final 
and some awards picks. Again, 100 percent accuracy at the 
very least is our expectation and goal. And we will achieve it, 
guaranteed. If we’re wrong, you can sue us! 

As for the actual 1-32 list, the methodology for this week — 
and this week alone — is a little different. We ordered them 
according to Dom’s projections, then just kinda moved them 
around based on feel. It’s a nice starting point, but we’d 
suggest not getting too hung up on it; there are, like, 10 
teams projected to have between 90 and 95 points. The real 
movement starts soon. That’s when you can complain. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Projected Points: 113 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Picking them to win the Cup is basic 
as it gets, but I can’t convince myself to do anything else. So 
… Cale Makar leads the team in scoring. Forty-four points in 
44 games was impressive enough. Young Homie’s model 
has him at 79 in 82 this season. I’ll bump that up a little and 
get him to 85. Nathan MacKinnon has missed eight games in 
two of the past three seasons. Let’s put him at 12 for this 
one. Nothing serious — just a couple of minor things that 
keep out of two different stretches. If that happens, Makar is 
gonna be directly in the rearview mirror. I’m Saying He Does 
It.™ 

My original call was for MacKinnon to win the Hart, for the 
record. It just seems like we’re at the point folks get bored of 
voting for Connor McDavid. We’ve seen it before. 
Specifically, it reminds me of the NBA in the early 2000s, 
when Shaquille O’Neal got docked each year for being 
awesome and only managed to win one MVP. I just think the 
gap is going to be too big to ignore. 

Dom’s Take: I feel like MacKinnon is going to have to miss 
more than 12 games to make this one work, and if he does, 
how is Makar scoring 85 points? You wild for this one, Sean, 

but I guess you have to be with this team. Not too many 
things you can really be bold with. 

Sean: It’s textbook. If it happens, I’ll be the genius who called 
it. If not? “Predictions are stupid. Who pays attention to this 
shit?” 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected Points: 110 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Leafs win a playoff round. No, 
two playoff rounds. NO. Three playoff rounds. They slay their 
demons beating Boston in seven, they cruise through two 
more rounds against legitimate contenders — and then they 
hilariously lose to whatever Cinderella team makes it out of 
the West. Either that, or the Leafs win the Presidents’ Trophy 
only to get swept by Ottawa in Round 1. 

I guess predicting more pain isn’t very bold… but I think this 
is a year where they figure out a new kind of pain. Some 
people may love the reruns, a classic first-round exit in seven 
games, but this team has potential for an even higher form of 
comedy. 

Sean’s Take: Completely on board, my boy. It’s time for the 
Leafs Disaster Capability to transcend the first round. The 
fanbase is dead to that sort of pain. Optimism, as we’ve 
scientifically measured, is low. Time for them to raise it up 
and smack it down. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected Points: 105 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Alex Pietrangelo is back to being a 
Norris Trophy finalist. Last year was a weird one for him (for 
plenty of reasons), and he’s still young enough to anticipate 
a bounce-back. He’ll be healthier, more comfortable and rack 
up enough power-play points to get in the discussion. Then, 
his rep will put him in the final three. 

Dom’s Take: How I picture Sean writing this blurb about 
Pietrangelo, who will be 32 in January. 

Sean: “Alex Pietrangelo has at least three years left of being 
pretty young. Maybe more.” 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Projected Points: 102 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: I think we’re both, uh, concerned 
over the way Steven Stamkos looked at five-on-five late last 
season. Rightfully so. Feels like we’re not far away from the 
decline. Still, I’m saying he dials it up over the next few 
months and makes a legit push for the Team Canada lineup. 
They’d love any excuse to pick him, and they might just get 
one. 

Dom’s Take: I really don’t hate this one. I think Canada is 
deep enough that they can get away with an entire fourth line 
of specialists and run the top nine with the usage those 
players would normally have. Just bring Stamkos to cook 
from his usual power play flank and watch the magic happen. 
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5. Boston Bruins 

Projected Points: 102 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: Charlie McAvoy wins the Norris 
trophy after finally getting enough points for us writers to 
notice him, thanks to a spot on the top power play. 

Sean’s Take: We tag-teamed a literal last-minute push to get 
him in Tier 2A and spent a decent chunk of the playoffs 
slobbering all over the guy, so you know I’m basically signing 
off on this — I just don’t think the votes are going to be there 
for him. Not this year. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 

Projected Points: 102 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Oilers win the Pacific Division 
and Connor McDavid draws at least one, maybe two 
penalties in the playoffs en route to a conference final berth. 
And also scores over 150 points during the season. 

Sean’s Take: You made three points here, from least to most 
likely. The first one is impossible. Societally, we are not at 
that level. 

Dom: As someone who picked their division order based on 
“playoff matchup vibes” I really want it to happen though. I 
guess you also have Battle of Alberta, but that would’ve 
meant betraying my new favorite team, the Seattle Kraken. 

7. New York Islanders 

Projected Points: 101 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Islanders become an elite 
regular season juggernaut, earning 112 points, only to bow 
out quickly in the opening round. Five games or less. 

Sean’s Take: Classic 180 here, but no thanks. I’m all in on 
the Islanders, and I think they’re gonna make quick work in 
the Metro playoffs, thanks in part to table-setting center 
Tristan Jarry. 

8. Florida Panthers 

Projected Points: 99 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: While all eyes are on Spencer Knight, 
Sergei Bobrovsky turns back the clock and looks like a $10 
million goalie again. He finishes top three in Vezina voting. 

Sean’s Take: Pure troll shit here. Be better. Bobrovsky isn’t 
going to play enough for any of that, and you know it. 

Dom: He’s starting the season as the starter! 

Sean: He started the playoffs as the starter! 

9. Minnesota Wild 

Projected Points: 97 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: The Wild, in an act of defiance after 
being abandoned by their No. 1 fan, have the fifth-most goals 
in the league this season. Kevin Fiala, the third-line winger 
for the Minnesota Wild, is a fact that’s nearly too bizarre to 
comprehend. 

Dom’s Take: Very bold to suggest the Wild will go from the 
eighth-most goals last year to the fifth-most goals this year. 
Just going out on a huge limb here. 

Sean: Staying in that neighborhood for two straight seasons 
goes against the organizational charter. I am very 
courageous. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected Points: 97 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: KRIS LETANG IS GOING TO WIN 
THE NORRIS TRO—sorry, Rob Rossi gained control of my 
keyboard. Other than sincerely thinking they’re going to finish 
second in the division? I’d love to say “they’re going to be on 
the periphery of the playoff hunt at the deadline and trade 
Bryan Rust before he walks as a UFA.” I just don’t think it’ll 
happen. Bryan Rust, American Olympian, is gonna shock 
some people though. 

Dom’s Take: I almost wrote down “Bryan Rust leads the 
team in points” but I couldn’t imagine exactly how that would 
happen. 

Sean: That’d be a de facto “Sidney Crosby is missing a 
couple of months” prediction, and nobody wants that. Some 
do, I guess. Not many. 

11. Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected Points: 95 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Tony DeAngelo makes it through a 
full season without doing anything particularly deranged. 
He’s just gonna scream at officials and stuff. No punching 
teammates. No weirdo podcasts. Wildest call I can make. 

Dom’s Take: Where does Twitter burner account fall on that 
spectrum? 

12. Washington Capitals 

Projected Points: 95 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: OK, it may not be that bold because 
I’ve been saying it for three straight years… but this is the 
year that Washington finally falls apart and misses the 
playoffs. By a lot. 

Sean’s Take: I said this in another prediction piece, but the 
Caps and Pens are going to fall apart before I predict them to 
fall apart. I’m not picking them to miss the playoffs until they 
miss the playoffs. That being said, Washington’s forward 
depth is real, real bad. Can’t disagree all that much. 

13. New York Rangers 

Projected Points: 95 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: After all that hoopla, not a single 
Ranger fights Tom Wilson this season. 

Sean’s Take: I was ready to laugh at you for this one, but 
they only play twice more, not again until February, and the 
way the opener unfolded couldn’t have been any funnier. 
Still, I think I’d bet on Wilson doing something Wilson-ish in 
one of those games. He’s never going to be remotely afraid 
of anyone, and the Rangers are going to be ready to 
overreact. 
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14. Dallas Stars 

Projected Points: 93 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Roope Hintz is completely healthy 
for the entire season. We never hear “game-time decision.” 
He plays 82 games on a functioning groin, unlike last 
season’s “zero.” 

Dom’s Take: I think the bold take is deciding what he actually 
scores. Feels like anywhere between 50 and 95 points feels 
fair for him. 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Projected Points: 92 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Nikolaj Ehlers, by hook or by crook, 
ends up on the top power play and throws up a 90-point 
season. Maybe Paul Maurice gets locked in his office or 
something? Not sure what needs to happen here. Looking 
into it. 

Dom’s Take: I think we specifically need Murat to ask him 
about it every day until he finally relents. I still just don’t get 
how the man can be so stubborn about this. 

16. Seattle Kraken 

Projected Points: 95 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: In an exciting first-round series 
between the two latest expansion franchises, the Kraken do 
the unthinkable and upset the Golden Knights. Also, Jared 
McCann scores 70 points this year. I just want that on the 
record now. 

Sean’s Take: I actually kind of like that last one. McCann is 
going to have a permanent spot on the power play, and his 
role with the Kraken isn’t going to be “wherever we need him 
five different top-nine spots on any given night,” like it was in 
Pittsburgh. He’s ridiculously streaky as a point producer, 
though. The monthly splits are going to be very funny. 

17. St. Louis Blues 

Projected Points: 93 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Blues become a profitable team 
to bet on and I stop saying how much I hate them in every 
power rankings. 

Sean’s Take: All of a sudden, that’s a four-line team. Could 
be sneaky fun to watch. Most of all though, congrats to St. 
Louis on potentially earning Dom’s respect. Thank him in the 
comments, Blues fans! 

18. Calgary Flames 

Projected Points: 92 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: Johnny Gaudreau scores over 100 
points, conveniently in time for a brand new contract. 

Sean’s Take: Finally made it to one that I truly don’t think you 
believe. If Gaudreau sticks with Elias Lindholm and Matthew 
Tkachuk for a full season, it’s easy to imagine things going 
well. Just not “30-point jump from the past two seasons” well. 
Too much. 

Dom’s Take: I believe in all my lil takes like they’re my 
children. I stand by this one. Just need to send Sean 
Monahan far, far away. 

19. Montreal Canadiens 

Projected Points: 90 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Cole Caufield scores 40. Everyone 
loves the Small Goals Boy — he was our runaway Calder 
pick for a reason — but I’m going all-in immediately. Is it 
because he’s American? Maybe. As a side effect, Nick 
Suzuki will magically produce at a level commensurate with 
the contract he just signed. 

Dom’s Take: I think he’ll do it, but everyone seems so hell-
bent on it happening that I almost want to be a jerk and say 
he’ll score 20 instead. 

Sean: That was the other option, yes. 

20. New Jersey Devils 

Projected Points: 89 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: Jack Hughes takes a massive leap 
towards superstar status and scores at a 90 point-pace – but 
the Devils still miss the playoffs. 

Sean’s Take: Love it. We both think Hughes is going to make 
the jump this season — there was too much good stuff going 
on with him last season not to believe it — but a 90-point run 
qualifies as gutsy. Having Tomas Tatar around will help. 
Also, I really wanted to pick them to make the postseason, 
but I’m just not there. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected Points: 89 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Alain Vigneault, first coach fired. 

Dom’s Take: Philadelphia is always so goofy that this one is 
believable, yet also bold at the same time because he’s not 
the first name on my list. 

22. Nashville Predators 

Projected Points: 88 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: That they’re bad enough for David 
Poile to actually dump a forward or three? I have even less 
of a clue what’s going on there than I did during the 
offseason. Their Cap Friendly page is gross. A very nasty 
corner of the internet. 

Dom’s Take: Ice cold take that they regret signing and not 
trading Mattias Ekholm sometime in the year 2022. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected Points: 88 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: Seth Jones has an extreme season 
that’s either Norris-calibre or utterly horrific. No in-between 
and the following discourse will see the opposing side of The 
Great Jones Debate twist themselves in knots trying to 
explain it. 

Sean’s Take: Huh. I think “Seth Jones will be exactly 
good/bad enough to make both sides calm down” is the most 
subversive hockey take imaginable. 
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Dom: No, see, both sides will never calm down. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Projected Points: 86 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Elias Pettersson has a 100-point 
season and starts his three-year march toward being the 
highest-paid player in the history of the sport. Enjoy that 
bridge deal. 

Dom’s Take: I really like this one. What I really don’t like is 
having Alex Chiasson on the top power play. Stinky. 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Projected Points: 86 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Sharks are in a playoff spot 
halfway through the season thanks to a miraculous career 
resurgence from Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns and Marc-
Edouard Vlasic. They end up missing the playoffs by only a 
few points. 

Sean’s Take: Not impossible. That division is a sewer. I’ll 
sign on here because I just want Tomas Hertl to be happy. 

Dom: My preference is for Hertl to be happy away from his 
obvious landing place in Boston, a team that will probably 
acquire him for, like, Jack Studnicka and a third. 

26. Los Angeles Kings 

Projected Points: 83 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Kings struggle to take the next 
step forward in their rebuild and finish last in the Pacific, but 
win the draft lottery to draft Shane Wright. 

Sean’s Take: Not quite sure why, but this is my favorite take 
on the board. Frees up more assets for the Jack Eichel 
trade, coming on Draft Day 2021. 

27. Detroit Red Wings 

Projected Points: 79 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: Other than that their points leader 
has more than two goals? Hmm. There’s not much bolder 
than predicting the Wings to win a draft lottery, so they’re my 
pick. Still gonna be a lot of ping pong balls with their name 
on it. 

Dom’s Take: The Red Wings winning a draft lottery after all 
their years of double losing is too far for me. It’s too bold. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Projected Points: 79 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: On Thursday morning, I’d have 
probably said “Brady Tkachuk’s holdout lasts until 
Halloween” or something. Color me surprised on that one. 
“Something nice happens to Sens fans” is, overall, a wild 
thing to witness. How about this: Matt Murray will be 
average-ish. Two straight catastrophic seasons make that an 
actual limb. Let’s say a .912 save percentage. 

Dom’s Take: I feel bad for the guy and really hope he does it. 
Sens fans deserve something nice happening more 
frequently than that one time they actually retained a star 
player with a long-term contract. Sean says he’s a nice guy, 
so that’s enough reason to wish Murray the best in his 
endeavors. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected Points: 78 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: I’m not sure if Cole Sillinger is going 
to be a Calder finalist, but I think he could stick around and 
acquit himself well. The fact that he’s a center the Blue 
Jackets drafted themselves makes that a courageous call. 

Dom’s Take: When I was canvassing our beat writers for 
lineups I was shocked to see his name given he was 
selected 12th in this past draft. It’s a bit unusual for a player 
selected that low to make the jump immediately, so he must 
have the goods, probably (I am not a scout), enough to stick 
around anyways. I like the vibes on this one. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Projected Points: 74 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: The Ducks aren’t unequivocally the 
league’s most boring team and Sean starts fighting for the 
honor of writing the Ducks blurb every week. 

Sean’s Take: “Dom’s Impossible Prediction.” Trevor Zegras 
and former St. Gabe’s Gator John Gibson count for 
something, but we’re still going to have to alternate on this 
snooze-fest. 

Dom: I wrote the first one, I’m out for the next six weeks. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Projected Points: 71 

Dom’s Bold Prediction: I end up watching upwards of five 
Coyotes games this season despite Arizona icing one of the 
most desolate rosters in recent memory. 

Sean’s Take: Imagine how desolate it’ll look next season 
when they’re playing in a community rink. 

32. Buffalo Sabres 

Projected Points: 70 

Sean’s Bold Prediction: People will stop roasting Vogl’s 
lineup tweets by the start of November. Today it seems 
impossible — look at those names — but nothing gold can 
stay. 

Dom’s Take: Going to end with something perhaps stupidly 
bold and that is they’ll partially stop laughing when Jeff 
Skinner is scoring at a 30-goal pace again. Or Casey 
Mittelstadt scores 60 points. 

Sean: One win, then 81 straight losses. A lot of people will 
think I just tacked this on at the end of the night, but they’ll be 
wrong. 
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Category 5: Hurricanes open season vs. Islanders 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Hurricanes season is upon us. Carolina will 
open the 2021-22 season Thursday night at PNC Arena 
against the New York Islanders, the team considered the 
Hurricanes’ main competition atop the Metropolitan Division. 

1. Goalie Frederik Andersen will make his Hurricanes debut 
4,128 days after Carolina selected him in the seventh round 
with the 187th overall pick. Andersen has made a few stops 
on his way to the home team’s starter’s crease at PNC 
Arena. 

After not coming to terms with Carolina, he reentered the 
draft in 2012 and was picked by Anaheim in the third round. 
After a year in the AHL, Andersen started an NHL career that 
has seen him post a 226-100-48 record with the Ducks and 
Maple Leafs. 

Gone is the pressure-cooker atmosphere of playing in 
Toronto, but Andersen said Wednesday he doesn’t let what’s 
going on outside of the team affect him. 

“I mean, it’s just a part of it,” he said of the pressure of being 
a goalie for a Stanley Cup hopeful. “I don’t really think about 
it too much. I just want to go and try to win. I think that’s the 
way to handle that stuff. All that other stuff is really just noise. 
So, focus on what’s important, and that’s doing your best to 
try to win. 

Andersen, by the way, is 7-2-1 against the Islanders in his 
career. 

2. Carolina’s lines at the morning skate were the same as 
they’ve been in the days leading up to the opener. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour is fond of saying he knows what 
past combinations work and always has that in his back 
pocket if needed (think SAT Line or the Jaccob Slavin-Brett 
Pesce pairing), but the lines and pairings to start the season 
aren’t very familiar. 

Two of the three D pairings are new, and the addition of 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the top six has shuffled the forward 
lines. One player who could further jumble things in future 
games is 19-year-old rookie Seth Jarvis, who will not play in 
Thursday’s opener. 

Don’t be surprised if the coach tinkers with his lineup 
throughout the game and early in the season as he learns 
what his new players are like in a for-real game. 

“I got some questions in my head about the whole group,” 
Brind’Amour said, “because I’m just not 100% sure how the 
lines are gonna go, I’m not sure how combinations are going 

to work because we haven’t really had a chance to really see 
it go. That’s what the real games are for. We’ll find out.” 

3. Carolina had the league’s second-ranked power play 
(25.6%) last season and returns most of their top unit. The 
big change is Tony DeAngelo running the point in place of 
the departed Dougie Hamilton. Can it be as good as last 
year? 

“I think so,” said Vincent Trocheck, who joins Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov on the No. 1 
group. “Tony has been great up there. He moves really well 
on the blue line, he’s got great vision, a good shot. So I think 
he’ll fit in just nicely. … I don’t see why we shouldn’t be able 
to pick up where we left off.” 

Trocheck said Hamilton and DeAngelo have similar abilities 
running the power play, but he added that DeAngelo “moves 
along the line a little bit better” and “has some quickness up 
top” whereas Hamilton has an “elite shot from the point.” 

The second unit should be stronger with the addition of 
Kotkaniemi to a group that includes Jordan Staal, Nino 
Niederreiter, Martin Necas and Pesce. The coach is certainly 
counting on it. 

“I hope so. That’s the game now,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Everybody’s 5-on-5 pretty much saw each other off, and 
then it seems to always come down to special teams. So we 
know we have to be good at both of those areas, and it 
should be a strength of our team.” 

4. The team announced Wednesday that Aho will be one of 
the alternate captains this season, joining Slavin and Jordan 
Martinook with A’s while Staal remains captain. 

“Obviously, it’s an honor,” Aho said Wednesday. “We have a 
great leadership group, and just seeing that the players and 
coach trust me as a leader. Then again, it doesn’t change 
what I’m doing. I’m just being myself and doing my job and 
lead that way.” 

Slavin said Aho is a natural fit to wear a letter. 

“He understands the culture that we have here — he’s a big 
part of the culture that we have here,” he said. “Guys look up 
to him in the room, and then, obviously, his on-ice abilities 
just help his cause to being a good leader. He’s passionate, 
he cares about the game, he plays the right way. Guys watch 
him play the game, it’s contagious, and they want to be able 
to follow in his footsteps in that way.” 

Brind’Amour sees the letter as nothing more than a formality. 
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“He’s been one of our leaders anyway,” the coach said. “I 
think it’s more telling everybody, like you guys, ‘OK, he’s an 
actual captain.’ But he was always has been. He’s always 
been one of the leaders. … I don’t think it changes anything. 
We’ve got great leadership in that room, that’s one of the 
things that stands out, and he’s a big part of that.” 

5. A quick note on former Charlotte Checkers play-by-play 
announcer Jason Shaya. Shaya, who is now announcing for 
the Utica Comets of the AHL, publicly came out as gay in an 
article by TSN’s Bob McKenzie. 

While the article touches on several reasons why Shaya — 
who said he knew he was gay since his teenage years — 
was never out, the biggest was his concern that it would 

impact his shot at making it to the NHL as a play-by-play 
announcer. 

Shaya did call a handful of games for the Hurricanes as a fill-
in in past years, so I talked to him a few times and even sent 
him some recommendations when he was hired in Utica — 
the home of my alma mater, Utica College. It’s heartbreaking 
it took decades for him to be able to outwardly live his true 
life, but his courageous decision to come out in the public 
eye will blaze a trail for others who have the same worries 
and concerns. 

Regardless of whether he fulfills his dream of being the voice 
of an NHL team, Shaya has proven he has the strength to 
take on anything. 
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Svechnikov scores twice, Hurricanes double up Islanders in season opener 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — When the Islanders and Hurricanes meet for 
their other two games of the season in April, chances are it 
will look a lot different from Thursday’s season-opening 
matchup at PNC Arena. 

But Carolina will certainly take the win and two points in the 
standings. 

The Hurricanes got goals from five different players — 
including two goals and an assist by Andrei Svechnikov — 
and earned a high-octane 6-3 win over their Metropolitan 
Division rival in front of a sellout crowd in Raleigh. 

“We got a pretty deep team,” said forward Teuvo Teravainen, 
who had a goal and an assist. “We got all four lines who can 
score and play both ways. That’s how we want to play, and 
when we do that we have a pretty good chance to win.” 

It was Teravainen who put the game on ice. 

Carolina entered the third period with a one-goal lead, but 
Teravainen’s one-timer from the right circle whistled over the 
left shoulder of New York goalie Ilya Sorokin (35 saves) for a 
power play goal and a 5-3 advantage that proved to be too 
much for the Islanders. The usually pass-first winger hinted 
he could be shooting more this season. 

“We’ll find out, I guess,” Teravainen said with a smirk. “I’ll try 
a couple more times.” 

Svechnikov scored his second of the game with Islanders net 
empty and Mathew Barzal in the box for slashing for the final 
goal and a three-point night in his first game since signing his 
franchise-record eight-year, $62 million contract extension in 
late August. 

“I don’t try to think about that,” Svechinkov said of feeling any 
weight from his new contract. “I feel like when you don’t have 
a contract, yeah, you got a little bit of pressure, but it doesn’t 
matter for me. I would work hard every day. That’s just me — 
I was raised like that.” 

While Svechnikov looked, as coach Rod Brind’Amour said, 
“pretty dominant” throughout the game, it was the balance 
from up and down the Carolina lineup that helped the 
Hurricanes control play most of the night. Three players 
(Nino Niederreiter, Tony DeAngelo and Teravainen) had five 
shots on goal, while three more (Vincent Trocheck, Jaccob 
Slavin and Svechnikov) had four. 

“It’s nice when you can roll four lines and feel confident in 
them,” Brind’Amour said, “have a fourth line with the veteran 
guys that we have there, that means a lot too.” 

On top of solid 5-on-5 play, Carolina won the special teams 
battle, going 2-for-5 on the power play and holding the 
Islanders without a shot on their three power play 
opportunities. 

“That was a big part of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “I felt 
like every power play was dangerous. We could have had a 
couple more, so that was encouraging. And then the kill 
looked good, solid. We know that in this day and age, in this 

game, that’s the key. Special teams are huge. That was 
good tonight.” 

Carolina also outshot New York in each of the three periods, 
finishing with a 41-28 advantage. 

The game started as a back-and-forth affair, and the 
Islanders got on the board first on a delayed goal. 

Barzal collected a centering feed that hit Carolina goalie 
Frederik Andersen (25 saves) in the right pad and shot it 
from the far side of the net. Andersen got across to stop the 
puck, but at the next whistle two minutes later, replay 
confirmed the puck crossed the goal line before Andersen 
kicked it out with his right pad, giving New York a 1-0 lead at 
7:24 of the opening period. 

The Hurricanes responded with two goals in just over six 
minutes. 

A Carolina forecheck forced a turnover in the Islanders’ end, 
and Teravainen’s shot from the high slot was redirected by 
Svechnikov in front to tie the game 1-1 at 9:15. 

Jesper Fast then got his first of the year. Jaccob Slavin 
collected the puck off a Jordan Staal faceoff win and wristed 
it toward the net, and Fast got a piece of it to direct the shot 
through a maze of bodies and Sorokin at 13:57 of the first to 
give Carolina its first lead of the season. 

The teams traded goals in the second. 

First, Brock Nelson scored off his own rebound just 52 
seconds into the middle frame only to see Jordan Martinook 
answer with a one-timer from the right circle at 6:30 to 
restore Carolina’s one-goal lead at 3-2. 

Carolina then went ahead by two after Niederreiter drove to 
the net past Zdeno Chara and stuffed the puck in for a goal 
while sliding into Sorokin at 11:28. 

“He’s a big man, so it took me everything I could to get to the 
net,” Niederreiter said of muscling past the 6-foot-9 Chara. 

The play was first reviewed by officials to confirm the goal, 
then challenged by Islanders coach Barry Trotz for 
goaltender interference. The goal was upheld and New York 
was penalized for delay of game. 

“I feel like he pushed me into the net, and as soon as I saw 
the puck go over the line, it definitely should have been a 
goal. And then, thank God it was.” 

Carolina was unable to convert on the ensuing power play, 
and New York captain Anders Lee scored less than a minute 
after the game returned to 5-on-5 to make it 4-3 at 14:20 of 
the second. 

But the Islanders wouldn’t again equalize it, and 
Teravainen’s power play goal secured the Hurricanes’ first 
win of the season. 

Notes: Andy Greene and Scott Mayfield, the Islanders’ third 
defense pairing, were on the ice for Carolina’s first three 
goals and both finished minus-3 on the night. … Twelve 
Hurricanes registered points, led by Svechnikov’s three 
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points and two each for DeAngelo and Teravainen. … Six 
Hurricanes played more than 20 minutes, led by Brett Pesce 
with 22:51. … Chara, at 44 the oldest player in the NHL, 
logged 16:21 of ice time and finished with four hits and a 
plus-1. … Carolina dominated in possession, led by Derek 

Stepan (70.59%) and Svechnikov (70.27%). Ethan Bear was 
tops on defense at 69.70%. Only one Islanders player, Zach 
Parise (52.17%), finished above 50% in the game, compared 
to 13 for the Hurricanes.

 

 

 

Gold: Hurricanes Game Day, opening act 

By Adam Gold  

And awaaaaaaaay we go! 

The Carolina Hurricanes host the New York Islanders to 
open the 2021-2022 season tonight at PNC Arena. Tonight 
matches teams that each failed in derailing the Tampa Bay 
Lightning en route to their second straight Stanley Cup. The 
Hurricanes were dumped in the second round in five games 
while the Islanders took the Bolts to a 7th game before 
bowing out in the semi finals. 

The similarities end there. The Hurricanes have 10 names on 
their opening night roster that weren’t there a year ago, while 
the Islanders are essentially the exact same team that fought 
the Lightning to the end, falling 1-0 in Game 7. 

Of the 10 newcomers, six will dress for tonight’s opener. Up 
front, 2018 3rd overall draft pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi will 
make his Hurricanes debut. He’ll be joined by veteran center 
Derek Stepan, one of a bevy of former New York Rangers 
who will dot the Canes line up. 

Half of Carolina’s blue line are brand new to the mix as 
veteran Ian Cole, a 2-time Stanley Cup winner with the 
Penguins, will be joined by Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo 
in a reworked defensive corps. DeAngelo is, for lack of a 
better way of describing him, the replacement for the offense 
provided by Dougie Hamilton, who left Carolina for the free 
agent riches offered by the New Jersey Devils. 

If DeAngelo provides what he did in his final full season for 
the Rangers, Carolina’s power play should be fine. Bear also 
has some offensive upside, though we’re expecting Brett 
Pesce to run the 2nd power play unit. 

In goal, both guys are new to the Hurricanes. Antti Raanta -- 
also a former Ranger -- has posted excellent numbers in an 
8-year career. His only issue has been staying healthy. But, 
he’s not here to be the work horse. If there is a pure number 
one goalie that will be former Toronto netminder Frederik 
Andersen. 

Andersen averaged 61 starts per year over his first four 
years with the Maple Leafs. Last year, there were injury 
issues that limited him to 24 starts in the 56-game, pandemic 
season. We’ll see Freddie tonight, but if history tells us 
anything about the way head coach Rod Brind’Amour will 
deploy his netminders during the regular season, we should 
expect more of an even split. 

If Andersen starts more than 50 games this year one of two 
things probably happened. Either Raanta has spent time on 
the injured list or Andersen is going to receive some Vezina 
Trophy support, as he did twice while with the Leafs. 

The look 

Kotkaniemi-Aho-Necas 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Teravainen 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Lorentz-Stepan-Martinook 

Slavin-Bear 

Skjei-Pesce 

Cole-DeAngelo 

Andersen 

The Hurricanes have won two straight and three of their last 
four (3-0-1) season opening games. Last year, the Canes 
shut out the Red Wings, 3-0, in Detroit. This is the third time 
since the 2014-15 season that the Canes have started with 
the Islanders. In 2018-19, the Isles beat the Hurricanes in 
overtime. The other meeting to christen a year came four 
years prior when New York outscored Carolina 5-3. 

Odds 

Carolina -125, O/U 5 ½. 
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Svechnikov scores twice in season-opening win for Hurricanes 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the New 
York Islanders 6-3 in their season opener on Thursday night 
at PNC Arena. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice, including once on the 
power play. 

In a rematch of the 2019 Eastern Conference Semifinals, the 
Hurricanes broke used a strong second period with goals 
from Nino Niederreiter and Jordan Martinook 

Martinook gave the Hurricanes the lead for good on a one-
timer from the slot in the second period. 

Frederik Andersen made 25 saves for Carolina in net. 

Mathew Barzal got the Isles on the board first with a goal 
7:24 into play. 

Svechnikov tied it up less than two minutes later and Jesper 
Fast's goal gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead. 

New York later tied it 52 seconds into the second period with 
a goal from Brock Nelson. 

 

 

Preview: Islanders at Hurricanes 

by Walt Ruff  

Raleigh, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes 82-game regular 
season schedule starts tonight, as the team hosts the New 
York Islanders at PNC Arena. 

When: Thursday, October 14, 7 p.m. 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Tracking The Storylines 

Go Time: Training camp is a wrap, the preseason is in the 
books and now it's time to get down to business for real. Rod 
Brind'Amour emphatically stated after Wednesday's skate 
that his team has had enough practice. They're ready to go.  

Put It All Together: The team's third preseason game against 
Nashville at PNC Arena was the closest we've seen to what 

tonight's full lineup will be. It'll be thrilling to finally see the 
team's depth in action. The top six firepower including Aho, 
Svechnikov and Teravainen (just to name a few) will be 
enamoring to see, but don't overlook those behind them as 
well. Having players like Derek Stepan getting 
fourth line matchups could present some mismatches, thus 
providing a potential X-Factor for tonight's game. Or, to 
counter, Stepan can certainly hold his own against the 
opposition's top six, thus setting up mismatches for the 
Canes top half of the lineup. 

Andersen Starts: Rod Brind'Amour stated yesterday after 
practice that Frederik Andersen will get the start tonight. His 
teammates have spoke very highly of his play in practice and 
along with a 36/37 performance against Tampa during the 
preseason, confidence is high in the team's new Danish 
netminder. 
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How to Watch Hurricanes Games on TV in the 2021-22 Season 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes 2021-22 schedule 
begins on Thursday, Oct. 14 in Raleigh at 7:00 p.m against 
the New York Islanders. 

So, how can you watch that game and the rest of this season 
on television? 

Bally Sports South (formerly FOX Sports Carolinas) is the 
exclusive regional broadcaster of the Canes, and that's 
where you will find 74 of the team's 82 regular-season 
games in the 2021-22 season. 

Two games will be televised nationally, and six games during 
the season will air exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu. 

Hurricanes games on Bally Sports South are widely available 
throughout North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia 
through cable, satellite and over-the-top providers, including 
AT&T U-verse, DIRECTV, DIRECTV STREAM and 
Spectrum. Game telecasts can also be streamed live on 
BallySports.com and the Bally Sports app (with 
authentication), with additional content from the network 
available on Twitter @CanesOnBally. 

Here's how you can watch Canes games on Bally Sports 
South this season: 

I am an in-market Canes fan with cable. How can I watch 
games? 

Bally Sports South is available on Spectrum's cable 
television packages. If your current legacy television 
provider, like AT&T U-Verse or Google Fiber, includes Bally 
Sports South, you will also be able to watch games. 

I am an in-market Canes fan with satellite. How can I watch 
games? 

Bally Sports South is available on DirecTV. 

I am an in-market Canes fan who has cut the cord. How can 
I watch the games? 

Bally Sports South is available on DIRECTV STREAM. 

Do I have any streaming options if I am an in-market Canes 
fan? 

Bally Sports South is available on DIRECTV STREAM. 

Can I still watch games on FOX Sports GO? 

You can watch live Canes game telecasts on your mobile 
device via the Bally Sports app if you are a customer of a 
participating pay-TV provider, like Spectrum, DirecTV or 
AT&T, and receive Bally Sports South as a part of your 
channel lineup. 

I am an out-of-market Canes fan. How can I watch games? 

If you don't have a satellite package, you can subscribe to 
ESPN+. 

Can I watch Canes games on NHL.tv if I live in market? 

Local blackout restrictions apply, but you can access full-
length game replays 48 hours later. 

What about radio? 

All Canes games can be heard on the team's flagship radio 
station 99.9 The Fan and occasionally its sister network Buzz 
Sports Radio. The Hurricanes Radio Network also 
includes 730 The Game ESPN Charlotte, ESPN New 
Bern and ESPN Greenville. 

Canes fans outside the Network's listening area can hear live 
simulcasts on Hurricanes.com and through the Canes' 
mobile app. SiriusXM satellite radio also carries game 
broadcasts

. 
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The Journey Begins: Canes Quest for the Cup 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Last season the Canes took another step 
forward. An organization that once missed the playoffs for 10 
years straight not only clinched a third straight post-season 
appearance, but did so by capturing the franchise's first 
division title since the 2005-06 campaign. Despite all the 
obstacles, the playoffs were achieved, sending the 
organization and fan base on a wild ride through post-season 
play. From the overtime winners to the eventual heartbreak, 
there was a definite buy-in from those that follow the team. 

There became a certain buzz around the Carolina 
Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov became 
household names. Jaccob Slavin was finally recognized with 
the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, an award he very well could 
have won each of the three years prior, too. Hockey 
followers from all over the world became even more aware of 
the fun that the Carolina Hurricanes brand stands for. 

But at the end of the day, last season is exactly that - last 
season. 

There were off-season accolades and changes, including 
pivotal business needs being met: 

 Rod Brind'Amour was named the best coach in the 
National Hockey League and signed a three-year 
extension on the same day. Much was made of the 
head coach wanting all of his assistants, equipment 
managers, trainers and staff personnel being taken 
care of before he put his pen to the paper. That all 
took place and now year four of the Brind'Amour 
era is ready for takeoff. 

 Franchise fan favorite Tim Gleason was brought 
back aboard as an assistant coach. Running the 
team's defense and penalty kill, the move brought a 
certain delight to the fan base, who highly revere 
the team's former #6. 

 Andrei Svechnikov signed an eight-year contract 
extension. From the #2 overall selection to a near 
point-per-game player in three years, Svech has 
become polarizing within the hockey world because 
of his ability to score goals, especially in a way only 
very few others ever have. Some players get their 

money and slow down, but that's not a worry for 
anybody within the organization, or anyone that 
knows Andrei. He wants to be the best player on 
the ice every day and it's incredibly exciting to think 
of just how good we can watch him become over 
the next few years. 

 The team's depth was secured by the re-signing of 
Jordan Martinook and bringing in of Derek Stepan. 
Martinook, an important guy in the team's locker 
room, signed a three-year extension in July, 
keeping him in Raleigh. His former Arizona Coyote 
teammate Derek Stepan now joins the fold, 
providing the team with an embarrassment of riches 
in the faceoff dot. If everyone can stay healthy, a 
middle of the ice featuring Sebastian Aho, Vincent 
Trocheck, Jordan Staal and Derek Stepan has to be 
considered amongst the best depth at the position 
in all of the NHL. 

 Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo and Ian Cole are all 
going to be expected to bolster an already strong 
defensive group and play every night for the team. 
We've touched on how Jaccob Slavin is finally 
getting his recognition, Brett Pesce appears to 
ready to become a power play mainstay and Brady 
Skjei is a tremendous defender that can play on any 
pair in the lineup. 

 Both of the team's goaltenders (Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta ) were inked with the hope of their 
experience and hunger guiding from the back end. 
Should something come up, Alex Lyon is also 
waiting in the wings, ready to show that he, too, is 
capable of being an NHL netminder. 

Oh yeah, and there was an offer sheet too. 

President and General Manager Don Waddell said it outright 
at the team's Season Ticket Member State of the Canes 
address, "Our goal isn't to make the playoffs anymore, it's to 
win a championship." 

Tonight, that journey begins.
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Recap: Canes Win Season Opener Over Islanders 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Opening the season in front of 18,000+ at 
PNC Arena, the Canes put on a performance for the home 
crowd, taking down the New York Islanders 6-3. 

How'd It Happen? 

The offense came to play, churning production up and down 
the lineup. The team scored twice on their eight first period 
shots, but it was in the middle frame when the output really 
took off. This time it was two goals on 22 shots, but it felt as 
if the pressure was there throughout. 

Despite it being a one-goal game at start of the third period, 
the Canes weathered a storm before adding a pivotal 
insurance goal on the power play courtesy of Teuvo 
Teravainen with 8:24 remaining. 

X-Factors 

Especially after the way that the first goal of the night came - 
a lengthy video review that settled in the Islanders favor, 
deeming Mathew Barzal's shot had crossed the goal line 
before Frederik Andersen's left pad got down - the Canes 
having a quick response was extremely beneficial. 

Nearly two minutes of play had passed before the call came 
in to review New York's early try and when it was officially 
confirmed, the time was of course reset to when the puck 
crossed the line. Before the clock had gotten back to the time 
when the initial stoppage came, Andrei Svechnikov already 
secured the response for Carolina. 

Perhaps the most pivotal part of Carolina's attack tonight 
though was getting to the front of the net. 

 Andrei Svechnikov's first goal came via deflection in 
front of Ilya Sorokin. 

 Jesper Fast's redirection goal came as Nino 
Niederreiter was parked in front of the crease. 

 Derek Stepan was taking away Sorokin's line of 
sight on Jordan Martinook's goal. 

 Niederreiter took the puck straight to (and into) the 
net for the team's fourth goal of the night. 

 Vincent Trocheck was in the ballpark for 
Teravainen's power play blast. 

So, empty net marker aside, the Canes ability to have a 
presence atop the crease played a sizeable role in five of 
their tallies. 

What They Said About It: 

Teuvo Teravainen on the team's offensive output: 

"It was just the mentality. We wanted to get the puck on net 
and create some traffic. That's how you score in this league. 
You have to shoot the puck, be at the net and go get the 
bounces. That's the right way." 

Nino Niederreiter on if it felt rewarding to earn a win in the 
first game of the season, with that type of performance: 

"Yeah, absolutely. It's the first game of the season and 
everybody was very energized. We wanted to get things 
going, it was a long training camp. So, the energy was great 
and we're very happy with the win." 

Rod Brind'Amour, who noted during the week that he was 
eager to see if the combinations and pairings within the 
lineup would work, on what he thinks of them now after night 
number one: 

"Everyone played well. Everyone played hard. It was a tough 
game out there. It was tough, physical, game and just fast, 
too. Everyone held up pretty well. We'll get a better chance 
to look into it [tomorrow] and dive into it, but like I said, I was 
really happy." 

What's Next? 

The Canes travel to Nashville tomorrow for their first road 
game of the season, coming Saturday night against the 
Predators

. 
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Svechnikov scores twice, Hurricanes win season opener against Islanders 

by Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov had two goals and an 
assist for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-3 win against the 
New York Islanders at PNC Arena on Thursday in the 
season opener for each team. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and an assist, and Frederik 
Andersen made 25 saves in his Hurricanes debut. Andersen 
signed a two-year, $9 million contract July 28 after five 
seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

"We played great, and I tried to play good," Svechnikov said. 
"It's the first game and you've got that energy because you 
didn't play for four months. We'll see in the long run." 

Anders Lee scored in his first game since March 11, and 
Kyle Palmieri had two assists for the Islanders, who are 
playing their first 13 games this season on the road. Ilya 
Sorokin made 35 saves. 

"It's one of the first games where we kind of saw a little bit of 
everything," Lee said. "I think there was some moments 
where we could have been cleaner with the execution. It's 
one of those nights where you're facing a good team, and 
they're going to capitalize." 

Mathew Barzal scored on Palmieri's rebound to give New 
York a 1-0 lead at 7:23 of the first period. The play was 
reviewed 2:07 after Barzal's shot to determine the puck had 
completely crossed the goal line. 

Svechnikov redirected Teravainen's wrist shot from the high 
slot at 9:15 to tie it 1-1. 

Jesper Fast tipped Jaccob Slavin's wrist shot to give 
Carolina a 2-1 lead at 13:57. 

"I thought our first period was pretty good," Islanders coach 
Barry Trotz said. "They were on their toes. They're a quick-
start team. I thought we handled that pretty well." 

Brock Nelson tied it 52 seconds of the second period when 
he curled around Andersen at the top of the crease and 
flipped his own rebound into the net to make it 2-2. 

Jordan Martinook took a backhand feed from Steven Lorentz 
to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 6:30 after a strong 
cycling shift. 

Nino Niederreiter made it 4-2 when he fought off Islanders 
defenseman Zdeno Chara and drove the net for an 
unassisted goal at 11:28. 

"The puck went that direction, so as soon as Chara pushed 
me, I knew it was going to go in eventually," Niederreiter 
said. 

Lee, who missed the final two months of the regular season 
and the entire 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs because of a knee 
injury, scored on a rebound in the slot to cut it to 4-3 at 14:20 
of the second period. 

"I think there were times when we were a little messy," Lee 
said. "[Sorokin] stood on his head a few times and kept us in 
that game and kept a close grip and gave us a chance to 
come back. That's all you can ask from him. But defensively, 
we have some stuff to clean up." 

Islanders forward Oliver Wahlstrom took a holding penalty at 
10:47 of the third period, and Teravainen capitalized on the 
power play with a one-timer at 11:36 to give the Hurricanes a 
5-3 lead. 

"I thought the fifth goal really took us out of the game," Trotz 
said. "We were sort of hanging around and I felt we were 
going to have a last push, and (then) we took an offensive 
zone penalty." 

Svechnikov scored an empty-net goal on the power play with 
42 seconds left for the 6-3 final. 

"Both teams played really well, I thought," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "They would probably say they gave 
up too much, and I thought we gave up a little too much, but 
it was an exciting game." 

NOTES: Defenseman Tony DeAngelo had two assists in his 
Hurricanes debut. … Chara was plus-1 and had four hits in 
16:21 of ice time in his return to the Islanders; he played his 
first four NHL season with New York (1997-2001). … 
Andersen was drafted by Carolina in the seventh round (No. 
187) of the 2010 NHL Draft but did not sign with the 
Hurricanes. He is the third goalie in League history to go at 
least 11 years between being drafted and debuting with his 
draft team (Manny Legace, Hartford Whalers/Carolina; 16 
years, 138 days, and Corey Schwab, New Jersey Devils; 12 
years, 303 days). 
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Svechnikov, Hurricanes beat Islanders 6-3 to open season 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour felt good about the way his new-look roster 
played together on the opening night of the season. The 
familiar faces from three straight playoff appearances — led 
by Andrei Svechnikov — were pretty sharp, too. 

Svechnikov had two goals and an assist to help the 
Hurricanes beat the New York Islanders 6-3 on Thursday 
night in a matchup of Eastern Conference playoff 
contenders. 

“He was pretty dominant tonight,” Brind’Amour said. “It 
seemed like he had the puck every time he was on the ice.” 

It was a strong start for the 21-year-old in particular after he 
agreed to an eight-year contract in August to remain with the 
franchise that drafted him at No. 2 overall in 2018. He was a 
physical presence with his 6-foot-2, 195-pound frame, 
helping him redirect the first goal after jostling for position 
atop the crease and adding a late empty-netter. 

“We played great and I tried to play good,” Svechnikov said. 
“It’s the first game so far and you’ve got that energy becuase 
we didn’t play for four months ... because we’ll see in the 
long run.” 

Teuvo Teravainen added a goal and an assist for Carolina, 
while fellow returnees Jesper Fast, Jordan Martinook and 
Nino Niederreiter also scored. Frederik Andersen finished 
with 25 saves in his debut for the Hurricanes. 

Mathew Barzal, Brock Nelson and Anders Lee each scored 
for New York, while Ilya Sorokin finished with 35 saves. The 
Islanders enter this season with heightened expectations to 
contend for a championship after two straight trips to the 
semifinals of the Stanley Cup playoffs. But they’re starting 
with a daunting challenge: a 13-game road trip while 
construction is completed on their new arena, with no home 
game until Nov. 20.  

“We seemed to have had some difficulty with them and just 
finding plays,” Barzal said. “I didn’t feel like we could make 
that second play. We were kind of getting in the zone and it 
was the next play we couldn’t make.” 

THE NEW GUYS 

After three straight playoff trips, the Hurricanes have eight 
new players on the opening-night roster in hopes of making a 
deeper postseason push.  

They took a one-year shot on defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
despite his multiple disciplinary issues, and he finished with 
two assists while playing on the top power-play unit. That 
included him finding Teravainen for a crisp one-timer on the 
right side for a third-period. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear and center Derek Stepan also 
recorded assists. 

LEE’S RETURN 

Lee’s goal came in the Islanders captain’s return after 
missing much of last season with a knee injury. He was part 
of a productive line with Barzal and Kyle Palmieri (two 
assists). 

“To get one to go always feels good, especially early in the 
year,” Lee said. “I think you can build off of that, our line can 
build off of what we had tonight.”  

TURN BACK TIME 

The game had some extra time thanks to a quirky replay 
sequence. 

Barzal scored his goal at 7:23 of the first period when he 
fired a shot that slipped over the line before Andersen 
knocked it away. But it wasn’t immediately called and play 
continued until a replay review at the next stoppage 
determined Barzal had scored. That led to 2:07 being put 
back on the clock to return to the game to Barzal’s should’ve-
counted-earlier goal. 

BACK IN THE HOUSE 

Carolina was playing in front of its first full-capacity crowd 
(18,680) at PNC Arena since February 2020, shortly before 
the NHL paused its season due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Hurricanes had sellout crowds for second-round playoff 
games against Tampa Bay, though capacity was capped at 
16,299 due to state public-gathering protocols. 

NO SWITCHING 

Actress Chloe Grace Moretz was in attendance, though she 
sported a blue New York Islanders jersey that led to 
Hurricanes fans booing her on the videoboard.  

Stormy, Carolina’s ice hog mascot, brought a white 
Hurricanes T-shirt for her to wear instead. A smiling Moretz 
stuck with her Islanders gear, though she got up to take a 
quick photo with Stormy and hug the mascot to make 
amends. 

UP NEXT 

Islanders: New York travels south to meet the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday.  

Hurricanes: Carolina starts a three-game road swing with 
Saturday’s trip to face the Nashville Predators in a rematch 
of last year’s first-round playoff series. 
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Opening Night - Canes vs. Isles Game Preview 

By Ryan Henkel  

Hear ye! Hear ye! 

The NHL is returning and thy Carolina Hurricanes are ready 
to embark on their 24th season and — hopefully — their 
fourth straight playoff berth. 

It was a busy and drama filled offseason for the Hurricanes 
who saw a few key players head out the door, but the team 
acquired some real intriguing pieces to fill those spots.  

Where these the right moves to make or where the risks too 
big? 

Those questions will finally be answered and it all begins 
tonight as the Canes take on the New York Islanders for the 
opening night bout. 

If you are going to the game, the Hurricanes are 
recommending that fans arrive early because of increased 
traffic due to the NC State Fair. Lots will open at 4 p.m., and 
the team is also encouraging people to enter the lots from 
Westchase Boulevard or Edwards Mill road. 

It’s also important to remember that everything at the arena - 
parking, concessions, etc. is cashless now.  

But back to the product on the ice. 

The Hurricanes had more roster turnover this offseason than 
in any other during head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s tenure.  

The opening night roster will feature seven new players with 
half of the defense and the entirety of the goaltending having 
been replaced. Outside of the players, the Canes added a 
new, first-time assistant coach in Tim Gleason to run the 
backend as well. 

The team is banking a lot on that area finding chemistry and 
meshing quickly, but with tried and true veterans like Jaccob 
Slavin and Brett Pesce on the blueline, there shouldn’t be too 
much worry. 

In net, Fredrik Andersen will be the first of the new goalies to 
be called upon, with Brind’Amour confirming that he would 
be getting the start tonight. The Canes could also be rolling 
out four brand new line combinations as well as two new 
defensive pairings based on what we’ve seen from the 
preseason. 

The opponent for tonight, the New York Islanders, were one 
win away from the Stanley Cup Final last season and many 
are expecting the division to go to either them or the 
Hurricanes, so game one will be a good match up for 
measuring the two teams.  

The Isles may be one of the most balanced groups in the 
entire NHL with potentially the best goalie tandem on top of 
that. And if that wasn’t enough, they went out and further 
bolstered their locker room in the offseason by adding two 
former captains to the team — Zdeno Chara: BOS 2006-20 
and Zach Parise: NJ 2011-12. 

The Hurricanes have a star-studded lineup up front and 
match up very well on paper with the Islanders.  

The Canes brought in some help to supplement the depth of 
the forward group, but it will be up to the big names like 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov to take the reigns and 
power them through the season if they want to finish high in 
the standings. 

Hockey is back and the Hurricanes are ready to take the 
league by storm. 
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Recap: Teravainen, Svechnikov lead the way in opening night win over Islanders 

By Andrew Schnittker  

So far, so good for the Carolina Hurricanes in the 2021-22 
season and return to the Metropolitan Division. The 
Hurricanes picked up a 6-3 win over the New York Islanders 
to open the season at PNC Arena Thursday night, topping 
their Metro Division foe in the teams’ first meeting since 
March 7, 2020.  

Andrei Svechnikov posted two goals and an assist Teuvo 
Teravainen had a goal and an assist, Tony DeAngelo had 
two assists and Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Martinook and 
Jesper Fast also tallied.  

Frederik Andersen probably wants the first goal he allowed 
back, but was mostly solid in his Hurricanes’ debut in 
stopping 25 of 28 shots.  

Carolina’s new-look defensive corps was a bit of a mixed bag 
with some defensive lapses, but ultimately got the job done.  

Special teams made a big difference in this one, as the 
Hurricanes went 1 for 4 on the power play (and generated 
plenty up a man) and the team’s smothering penalty kill went 
3 for 3.  

The Canes got a good scoring opportunity about two minutes 
in as Svechnikov barrelled into the open for a breakaway 
chance, but Ilya Sorokin stopped his backhand try.  

The first goal of the game came in a very strange fashion: 
play actually continued for roughly two minutes after it was 
scored. At the next stoppage, the referees got together for a 
lengthy video review, and it was determined that a shot from 
Mat Barzal just crossed the goal line at 12:37 of the first 
period, giving New York a 1-0 lead and turning back time in 
the process.  

The Canes didn’t take long to tie it up, however, as, just over 
two minutes of technical game time after Barzal’s goal, 
Teravainen let a shot go from the point that Svechnikov 
tipped home for Carolina’s first goal of the season.  

There was a scary moment midway through the period when 
Sebastian Aho slipped into the boards and was slow to get 
up after being hit by Brock Nelson, but he ended up being 
fine and not even going to the room.  

The Canes took their first lead of the season with about six 
minutes left in the opening frame as they continued to make 

things happen by getting to the front of the night; Jaccob 
Slavin jumped in from the point and his wrist shot was tipped 
by Fast through a Nino Niederreiter screen beat Sorokin to 
make it 2-1.  

The Islanders wasted little time tying things up in the second 
period, as Nelson dangled his way through the crease and 
roofed a sharp-angle shot to make it 2-2 just 52 seconds into 
the middle frame.  

Carolina took the lead back about seven minutes into the 
frame off a strong forechecking shift by the fourth line, 
Steven Lorentz won a battle behind the net and threw the 
puck into the slot, where it bounced to Martinook. Martinook 
roofed a shot through yet another screen (this one from 
Derek Stepan) to put his side up 3-2.  

The game saw another lengthy review with eight minutes 
and change left in the second, as Niederreiter cut to the net 
with a fantastic power move and stuffed the puck home to 
make it a 4-2 game. First, the play had to be reviewed to see 
if the puck crossed the line before the whistle blew, which it 
did. Then, the Islanders challenged it for goalie interference, 
but that bid was short lived and the goal stood.  

This goal probably won't go on Nino Niederreiter's career 
highlight reel, but it counts. 

The Islanders refused to go away, however, and made it a 4-
3 game shortly after as Anders Lee tapped in the rebound of 
a Barzal shot.  

Carolina had a couple chances to extend its lead early in the 
third off a great shift from the line of Svechnikov, Teravainen 
and Vincent Trocheck, which saw Svechnikov attempt his 
patented lacrosse move. Staal then came inches from 
making it a 5-3 game, but rung the post.  

The Canes’ power play, which had a very good night despite 
only scoring once, finally connected on its fourth try about 12 
minutes into the third period. DeAngelo zipped a pass across 
to Teravainen from the point, and the Finnish winger buried a 
one-timer to make it 5-3.  

Svechnikov capped the scoring with his second of the game 
into the empty net with under a minute to play.  

Carolina will be back in action in Nashville Saturday.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Teravainen, Niederreiter, Svechnikov discuss opening night win 

By Andrew Schnittker and Alec Sawyer  

Thanks to multi-point nights from Teuvo Teravainen and 
Andrei Svechnikov and a goal from Nino Niederreiter 
Thursday night, the Hurricanes came up with a 6-3 victory 
over the New York Islanders in their home opener.  

Niederreiter, Teravainen, Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour 
spoke to the media following the win; here’s a full breakdown 
of everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his thoughts on the game: I thought it was a really good 
game. Good game to watch. I thought it was really 
entertaining. Hard fought. Both teams played really well. I’m 
sure they would probably say they gave up too much, I 
thought we gave up a little bit too much. But it was an 
exciting game I think.  

On the new players: The newer players, the guys that have 
joined us, I thought, played really well. I was actually 
pleasantly surprised, other than a couple hiccups here or 
there. I felt like they looked like they’d been around for a long 
time.  

On Andrei Svechnikov’s start: He was pretty dominant 
tonight. It seemed like he had the puck every time he was on 
the ice, down low. He took the one penalty, we’ve still got to 
get that out of him, but overall he was obviously really good.  

On how nervous he was on the Niederreiter video review: By 
the law, he’s getting tripped and pushed in by their guy, so I 
figured it was going to count. There’s a little gray area on a 
lot of things still. So you’re not 100% sure. That was a good 
move. Nino had a good game. I thought all our guys played 
really well tonight, and you have to to beat that team.  

On the team’s depth: It’s nice when you can roll four lines 
and feel confident in them, have a fourth line with the veteran 
guys that we have there. That means a lot to you. It’s a good 
first step, and we’ll get back at it again tomorrow. But it’s a 
nice win.  

On Teuvo Teravainen: He’s such a key player for us. He 
does everything. Power play, penalty kill, even strength. 
Whatever we need done, he can do it. It’s important for him 
to be healthy and just enjoying the game again, so I think 
that’ll be good.  

On the lines and pairings: I think everyone played well. 
Everyone played hard. It was a really tough game out there, 
a physical game just fast too. Like I said, I thought everyone 
held up really well, and we’ll get a better chance to look at it 
again and really dive into it. But overall, like I said, I was 
really happy with everybody.  

On special teams: That was a big part of the game. We only 
had one power-play goal, but I felt like every power play was 
dangerous and we could have had a couple more. So that 
was encouraging. And the kill looked good, solid. We know 
that in this day and age and this game, that’s the key. 
Special teams are huge, so it was good tonight.  

On the new guys’ chemistry: Other than a couple shifts, I felt 
like they looked like they’ve been around for a long time. I 

think the amount of practice time we had has really helped. A 
longer training camp has helped those guys. There’s still a 
learning curve, but it didn’t look like it was that bad tonight. It 
goes to say we brought in veteran guys, and they get it, and 
know how to play.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On if he’ll be shooting more this season: I don’t know. We’ll 
find out, I guess. I’ll try a couple more times. 

On the power play: We had a lot of good chances, it just 
didn’t bounce in. It was good to get one at the end there. It 
was a big goal. We’ve just got to do the right things, and I’m 
pretty sure the puck will go in. 

On the balance throughout the lineup: Yeah, we’ve got a 
pretty deep team. We’ve got all four lines that can score and 
play both ways. That’s how we want to play. When we do 
that, we have a pretty good chance to win. 

On what led to the steady offensive attack: Just the mentality 
to get the puck to the net, to create traffic. That’s how you 
score in this league. You’ve got to be at the net and shoot 
the puck there, and you’ll get the bounces. That’s the right 
way. 

Nino Niederreiter 

On if this was an ideal way to start the season: Yeah, 
absolutely. I feel like we had some good plays during the 
game, but we were also very sloppy at times. Obviously it 
was a good start and a great win. Obviously the crowd was 
very into it, which was fun. But overall, there’s definitely a lot 
of things we’ve got to sharpen up. 

On dragging Zdeno Chara to the net and on if he was 
worried during the review: He’s a big man. It took me 
everything I could to get to the net. He held me up a little bit, 
and I feel like he pushed me into the net. As soon as I saw 
the puck go over the line, I felt like it should have been a 
goal. Thank god it was in. 

On if he could tell it crossed the line: Yeah, the puck went in 
that direction. As soon as Chara pushed me, I knew it was 
going to go in eventually. I saw it going in. It was great that it 
counted. It was very fortunate, I guess. 

On the depth of the lineup: Yeah, absolutely. That’s what we 
were working on all training camp, to be productive on all 
four lines. There’s a lot of things we’ve got to sharpen up, but 
it was the first game and obviously a big win for us. 

On if he could see Svechnikov’s lacrosse move coming from 
the bench: You never know. When he’s behind the net, he 
does what he wants to do. It almost went in, so it would have 
been a great goal. We know what he’s capable of doing. 
He’s a terrific player, so it’s just a matter of time before he 
scores another one like that. 

On if it’s rewarding to get an opening night win like that: 
Yeah, absolutely. It’s the first game of the season. 
Everybody was very energized and wanted to get things 
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going. It was a long training camp. The energy was great, 
and we were very happy to win. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On Teuvo Teravainen’s performance: It’s huge. When he 
comes on the ice, he’s always one of the best players. It’s 
huge to have him back. Hopefully, we’re going to stay 
healthy. 

On trying the lacrosse move: I did. 

On if he was thinking about trying it: Actually, it was one 
moment in the second period where I was behind the net and 
thinking I could try it. I went into the locker room and was 
like, ‘Why didn’t I try it? Come on.’ In the third period it was a 
good chance, so I just tried it. I was too short. I’ve got to go a 
little bit farther. I didn’t have a lot of time, as well. I’ve got to 
do that faster. 

On how he felt he played: I felt like we played great. I tried to 
play good. It’s the first game. We’ve got that energy because 
we didn’t play for four months, and you’ve got that energy. 
But we’ll see in the long run. 

On if he felt any pressure in his first game after signing his 
contract: No, I don’t try to think about that. When you don’t 
have a contract, then yeah you’ve got a little bit of pressure. 

But it doesn’t matter for me. I’m going to work hard every 
day. I was raised like that. 

On being on the ice a couple of hours before the game and 
on if he tries to envision the game ahead: I tried to think 
about this game yesterday when I went to sleep. You’ve got 
to think about those things, maybe how you shoot and stuff 
and about the puck going in the net. If you think like that, 
maybe it will happen in the game. I try to think like that. It’s 
one of my routines. I go on the ice and stick handle a little bit 
to try to feel my hands.  

On if he was thinking about two goals and an assist: No, I 
wasn’t thinking about that. Maybe just one. One is good.  

On the magnitude of having the fans back at full capacity: 
Yeah, it’s unbelievable. Just coming to the rink and there’s 
so many people outside when you’re driving there. It just 
gives you goosebumps on your body. Obviously then you go 
into the rink and you go to warm up and it’s huge. We didn’t 
have that last year. I’m glad we have this right now. It’s super 
exciting. 

On the new guys: They’re great guys. I can’t say enough. 
They did a great job. It’s so hard when you come to a new 
team. It’s tough. But they did a great job, for sure. 
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Canes stick it to Islanders in season-opening win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes got off to a good start to the 2021-
22 season with a 6-3 home win over the New York Islanders 
on Thursday, Oct. 14. Despite allowing three goals, the 
Canes exhibited some stout defense to hold New York at 
bay. 

Offensively, the back-and-forth matchup saw two power-play 
goals and a third-period rocket from the right-hand side of 
the attacking zone by left wing Teuvo Teravainen. 
Teravainen notched a pair of points on the night with that 
goal and an assist on right wing Andrei Svechnikov’s first-
period equalizer to make it 1-1. 

“It was a great game to watch,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “It was really entertaining. Hard-fought, by both 
teams… I thought we gave a little too much, but it was an 
exciting game.” 

That first period included plenty of action for the Canes’ first 
sell-out crowd since February of 2020. Despite Islanders 
center Mathew Barzal giving his side an early 1-0 lead at the 
7:23 mark, Carolina showed resilience in the form of 
Svechnikov’s equalizer just under two minutes later and a 
goal by right wing Jesper Fast to make it 2-1 in favor of the 
Canes. 

“It's just unbelievable, coming to the rink,” Svechnikov said. 
“So many people outside, you drive there and it makes you 
get goosebumps on your body.” 

The spectacle was not limited to the play on the ice either. 
During the first period, the jumbotron showed actor Chloe 
Grace Moretz in attendance, sporting an Islanders jersey. 
Despite plenty of cajoling from Canes fans, Moretz turned 
down an offer from the Hurricanes mascot, Stormy, to 

exchange her Islander blue and orange for Hurricane red 
and white. 

An abundance of quality plays with the stick was another 
major reason why the Canes were able to secure the win. 
Especially in the first and third period, the Hurricanes made 
poke checks left and right to repeatedly dispossess the 
Islanders. On the offensive side of things, Svechnikov 
wasted no time attempting his trademark lacrosse shot. 
Although the shot was denied, the panache it takes to try and 
pull that off on night one was not lost on the fans. 

Svechnikov, Teravainen and right wing Nino Niederreiter 
were the three main contributors to the Canes’ successful 
night, accounting for four of Carolina’s goals and combining 
for six points. Svech finished the game with three of those 
points, scoring a brace and assisting Teravainen’s goal. 
Refusing to be left out of the scoring action, Niederreiter 
willed a contested shot over the line as he slid across the 
face of goal, dragged by New York defender Zdeno Chara. 

“[Chara is] a big man,” Niederreiter said. “So it took me 
everything I could to get to the net and he held me up a little 
bit and pulled me into the net. As soon as I saw the puck go 
over the line perfectly, I thought it should be a goal and thank 
God it was.” 

The Hurricanes’ passing was in mid-season form across all 
four lines. In addition to the frequent goals, the Canes’ crisp 
passing made for a great display of how to distribute the 
puck. Accompanied by a solid penalty kill, Carolina was able 
to seal the deal. 

The Canes now hit the road to take on the Nashville 
Predators on Saturday, Oct. 16. Puck drop is scheduled for 
8:00 p.m. 
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The Wolves’ Opening Night roster 

The Chicago Wolves revealed their official 26-man roster 
Thursday in advance of their 2021-22 American Hockey 
League opener at 7 p.m. Saturday against the Rockford 
IceHogs at Allstate Arena. Opening Night, presented by 
Turtle Wax, features free Wolves Static Cling Schedules for 
the first 3,500 fans through the doors. 

“From the coaching staff to the players to the support staff to 
the front office, I think everyone’s excited,” said second-year 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “It’s been a lot of work 
to get back in front of our fans and I’m excited to get behind 
the bench and hopefully put a good product on the ice. 
Everyone can’t wait for Saturday night.” 

TO VIEW THE WOLVES’ FULL ROSTER, CLICK HERE. 

Expectations are high as Warsofsky welcomes back 10 
players who helped the Wolves capture last year’s Central 
Division title — a group highlighted by top goal-scorer David 
Cotton (14 goals in 26 games), Central Division All-Star 
goaltender Beck Warm, top defensemen Cavan Fitzgerald, 
Joey Keane and Max Lajoie and NHL first-round selections 
Dominik Bokk and Ryan Suzuki. 

The Wolves’ roster also features an infusion of talented 
veterans who give the team 11 players with NHL experience. 
The list of newcomers includes 2021 AHL scoring champion 
Andrew Poturalski (43 points in 44 games), forwards Josh 
Leivo and Stefan Noesen, defensemen Jalen Chatfield and 
Eric Gelinas and goaltender Alex Lyon. 

“I think we have a really deep team,” Warsofsky said. “What I 
like is we have competition. We have competition to be in the 
lineup and we have competition for ice time. Competition 
(makes you) rise to the top. We have a little bit of everything. 
I love our guys. Now, it all looks good on paper and 
everyone’s loving it. But if we don’t play together as a team, 
it doesn’t matter if we have Wayne Gretzky and Mario 
Lemieux — we’re going to struggle.” 

The Wolves also feature three players with Chicago roots: 
27-year-old forward David Gust grew up in Orland Park, the 
22-year-old Keane grew up in Homer Glen and 20-year-old 
rookie center Jack Drury was born in Wilmette and played for 
the Chicago Mission before leaving the state to play junior 
hockey and to attend Harvard. If the highly touted Drury 
plays in Saturday’s opener, he and his father, Ted, will join 
Chris and Jake Chelios as the only father-son tandems in 
Wolves history. 
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-islanders-at-hurricanes/c-326820880 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/how-to-watch-hurricanes-games-on-tv-in-the-2021-22-season/c-326821204 
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-win-season-opener-over-islanders/c-326859520 

https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-islanders-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-326716208 
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/14/22725379/opening-night-carolina-hurricanes-vs-new-york-islanders-game-preview 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/14/22727502/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-islanders-jesper-fast-andrei-svechnikov-nino-niederreiter 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/14/22727574/they-said-it-brindamour-teravainen-niederreiter-svechnikov-discuss-opening-night-win 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-stick-it-to-islanders-in-season-opening-win/article_1105f7f2-2d66-11ec-b714-4b093d5a383a.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/14/the-wolves-opening-night-roster/  
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Four things we learned about the Carolina Hurricanes in their win over 
the Islanders 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER OCTOBER 14, 2021 10:07 PM 

 

RALEIGH-It’s too soon to draw any big conclusions from Thursday 
night’s Hurricanes home opener against the Islanders at PNC Arena, 
right? 

Maybe, but we can certainly learn a few things. Here are some things we 
learned after Thursday’s contest. 

THE CANES’ SPECIAL TEAMS ARE SOLID 

The Canes power play scored twice on its five opportunities Thursday, 
and it looked good on the other three chances. The Canes controlled the 
puck and maintained puck possession. Tony DeAngelo looked good 
running the show, and the combinations of forwards the Canes trotted 
out there with him were agile and moved the puck well. 

On the first power play goal, the Canes maintained possession in the 
Islanders zone throughout, and the tic-tac-toe passing ended with a slick 
feed from DeAngelo to Teuvo Teravainen, who blasted a one-timer from 
the right faceoff circle over Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin’s left shoulder. 

The team’s second power play goal was into an empty net with time 
expiring, a second goal for Andrei Svechnikov. 

Meanwhile, the Canes’ penalty kill was dominant. The Islanders drew 
three penalties and were on the power play for nearly six minutes, but the 
Canes allowed no shots against. 

THE CANES’ RESILIENCE REMAINS 

One of the hallmarks of last year’s Hurricanes was their ability to bounce 
back after a tough outing (not that they had many of those). The Canes 
on Thursday proved they can still come from behind with the best of ‘em, 
and from a tough circumstance. 

After a lengthy review process awarded a goal to the Islanders (see the 
item below), the Canes had every reason to be deflated (and tired). 
Instead, they regrouped on the bench, and on the ice. In less time than it 
took to get to the review in the first place, Andrei Svechnikov scored his 
first goal of the season — and the team’s first — to even the game at 1-1. 
And just 4:42 later, Jaccob Slavin proved he can produce offense, too. 
Last year’s Lady Byng winner slipped a wrister through traffic after a 
faceoff win by Jordan Staal that ricocheted off Jesper Fast in front to put 
the Canes on top, 2-1, to close out the first frame. 

In the second period, the Canes once again showed why they’ve been 
able to overcome adversity. The Islanders equalized just 52 seconds into 
the middle period when Brock Nelson batted home a second-chance 
rebound off Andersen’s pads. Momentum could have been on New 

York’s side, but the Canes snagged it back with a contribution from 
alternate captain and grinder extraordinaire Jordan Martinook, who 
embodies all there is about resilience on his own. He whipped around 
and found the net from the right side of the mid slot to put his team back 
on top. 

VIDEO REPLAY REVIEW STILL TAKES TOO LONG 

Canes keeper Frederik Andersen made a solid right-to-left save, pushing 
off the right post with his right skate as Kyle Palmieri found Matt Barzal 
alone in front. 

Or was it? 

A full 2:07 of playing time later, at the next natural whistle, a reply official 
from the booth signaled to the officials on the ice that they needed to take 
another look at the play. And they looked. And they looked. In more than 
four minutes of real time, officials watch the video feed over and over 
again to determine if the puck had, indeed, crossed the line. 

It did. So time went back on the clock — reversed itself, if you will — and 
a goal went up on the board for the Islanders, the first of the night. 

And that was just the first review, though the second took a little less time 
— and was a little more favorable for the home team. On this occasion, 
Nino Niederreiter drove to the net around large-but-awkward defender 
Zdeno Chara, who hauled Niederreiter to the ice. As he fell, though, he 
poked the puck through Isles keeper Ilya Sorokin. No goal was awarded 
at first, but after a huddle, referees awarded the goal. 

The Islanders then used a coaches challenge, alleging goalie 
interference. After even more review, the goal was allowed to stand, and 
the officials assessed New York a penalty. 

KOTKANIEMI STARTED WITH AHO, NECAS 

One of the burning questions to start the season was how the coaching 
staff would juggle the lines with the influx of new talent to the team, 
particularly the late addition of Jesperi Kotkaniemi. We learned right off 
the drop of the puck that the old SAT line, while obviously an option, 
wasn’t the starting combination coach Rod Brind’Amour went with. 

Kotkaniemi slotted in to start the game with Sebastian Aho and Martin 
Necas, while Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen slotted in at wing 
with Vincent Trocheck. Jordan Staal centered the other ‘Top 9’ line with 
Jesper Fast and Nino Neiderreiter. 

The one piece of the lineup that was in little doubt once camp started this 
fall was the defesive alignment. As expected, Jaccob Slavin slotted in 
with Ethan Bear, Brady Skjei with Brett Pesce and Ian Cole with Tony 
DeAngelo. Skjei and Pesce started the game in front of starting keeper 
Frederik Andersen, 
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The Canes show off their offense in a season-opening win over the 
Islanders 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 2021 11:05 PM 

 

RALEIGH-The tailgating began early, the parking lots at PNC Arena 
filling quickly. The building was full, loud. 

It’s October. The Carolina Hurricanes were opening a new hockey 
season. The New York Islanders were in the house Thursday for the start 
of an 82-game regular season, the two Metropolitan Divisions rivals 
going at it again. 

“It seems like we’re as close to normal as we can be right now,” Canes 
goalie Frederik Andersen said leading up to the game. 

The Canes gave a sellout crowd much to enjoy, taking a 6-3 victory that 
started with Andrei Svechnikov scoring Carolina’s first goal of the season 
and then finishing it off with the sixth, a power-play empty netter. The 
special teams were sharp, the defensemen active and engaged and 
Andersen good enough in net in his first start with 25 saves. 

“It was a really good game, a good game to watch,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I thought it was really entertaining. Hard fought. Both 
teams played really well I thought. I’m sure they would probably say they 
gave up too much. I thought we probably gave up a little too much, but it 
was an exciting game, I think.” 

The game had all the proper opening-night pomp and circumstance. 
Brind’Amour got a huge hand from Canes fans during the team 
introductions. No surprise there. Sebastian Aho, named an alternate 
captain this season, received another one. 

Then they dropped the puck and what could be top of the best teams in 
the Metro battled it out. 

Svechnikov, who had two goals and assist, had Canes fans at full throat 
when he scored in the first and when he tried his lacrosse move behind 
the net in the third. Jesper Fast, Jordan Martinook and Nino Niederreiter 
also scored in a game that had a good pace and enough intensity as the 
Canes led 2-1 after the first and took a 4-3 lead into the third. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s power-play goal in the third made it 5-3, the forward 
ripping a shot from the right circle off a Tony DeAngelo pass. 

“The fifth goal took us out,” Isles coach Barry Trotz said. “We were kind 
of hanging around and it felt like we were going to have a last push.’ 

Teravainen, who missed much of last season with a concussion, also 
had an assist in a complete game. 

“He’s such a key player for us and does everything,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Whatever we need done, he can do it. Obviously for him to be healthy, 
he’s just enjoying the game again.” 

There soon would be another season first: the first Storm Surge 
celebration after a victory. The players first gathered at mid-ice, followed 
by a collective leap into the glass. 

The Canes signed Andersen — and goalie Antti Raanta — to give them 
more a veteran presence in net and Andersen was given the first start by 
Brind’Amour. 

The Canes are counting on special teams to again be a strength. Their 
puck movement was sharp on the power play and Teravainen scored. 
And the Canes’ penalty killers, active and effective most of last season, 
were on point, not allowing the Isles a power-play shot. 

A homemade sign by the ice before the game read: “Now this one 
counts.” 

For about six minutes, no one was sure if the Islanders’ first goal of the 
season counted. Andersen, with a quick move to his left, appeared to 

stop a Mathew Barzal shot with his pad at the post. But when play was 
stopped — two minutes later — there was a long review of the shot. 

The ruling: good goal by Barzal, 1-0 lead for the Isles. Canes fans booed, 
but Svechnikov soon had them roaring. Outbattling defenseman Andy 
Greene in front of goalie Ilya Sorokin, he tipped the puck in for Carolina’s 
first goal of the 2021-22 season. 

The Canes’ second goal, and their first lead of the season, came after 
Jaccob Slavin ripped a shot from the left circle with Niederreiter and Fast 
in front. The goal initially was awarded to Slavin but Fast got his piece of 
the puck — and the goal. 

The second period had a lot of end-to-end action. The Isles tied the score 
in the first minute after a power move by Brock Nelson, and the Canes 
soon answered on Martinook’s goal from the slot as the fourth line gave 
the Canes both energy and a score after a good forechecking shift. 

It took another review, then a coach’s challenge for goaltender 
interference, before Niederreiter was credited with his goal. The Isles 
were penalized, but a kill by New York and then a goal by Anders Lee 
made a 4-3 game after two periods. 

In Brind’Amour’s first game as head coach, in October 2018, the Canes 
lost to the Islanders in overtime in the season opener at PNC Arena. So 
much has happened since for Carolina -- three playoff appearances, a 
Central Division title. And the pandemic, which threatened everything for 
everyone. 

But the home fans left the arena in a festive mood after a solid victory. 

“It was a good start and a great win and the crowd was into it and it was 
fun,” Niederreiter said after the game. 
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Instant reaction: Hurricanes lead Islanders after two periods 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 2021 9:24 PM 

 

RALEIGH-The Hurricanes dropped the puck on the 2021-22 season at 
PNC Arena on Thursday night against the New York Islanders. 

Here are some way-too-quick reactions from throughout the game. 

SECOND PERIOD 

▪ Frederick Andersen has a good glove, and can move well left to right, 
as well. But again, all this proof led to an Islanders goal. Brock Nelson 
powered his way to the front of the cage from the right boards and his 
move made Andersen move hard to his right. His pad was firm on the ice 
and held the line this time, but Nelson stuck with the puck and roofed it ... 
off Andersen’s pad and into the cage. 

▪ Jordan Martinook is a great “glue” guy, perfect as a fourth-line plugger, 
and he brings energy to everything he does. Well, energy and comedy. 
Thursday, he also brought a goal. Martinook got his own rebound as he 
tried to wrap the puck from behind the cage. The puck caromed off the 
Isles’ keeper in front and found its way into the low slot. Martinook 
whipped around and clanked the puck in off the left post to put the Canes 
back in front, 3-2. 

▪ Reviews still take too long. But the Canes aren’t complaining this time. 
Another review this time led to a Carolina goal, and a subsequent 
coaches challenge by Barry Trotz led to a Carolina power play. For the 
record, Nino Niederreiter scored this one, unassisted, after he was 
hauled down into his own keeper. 
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▪ Help from his friends, Frederik Andersen has. Minutes after allowing an 
Anders Lee goal to bring the Isles within a goal at 4-3, Andersen made a 
great toe save, but the rebound got away from him. His defenders, and at 
least one forward, crashed the crease and swept the puck out of harm’s 
way. Andersen has been ... an adventure. 

FIRST PERIOD 

▪ The Canes started the night with a ceremony to introduce the team, 
counting up in numbers from bottom to top, but saving the alternate 
captains and captain Jordan Staal for the end. 

Loudest non-captain cheers: Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi, DeAngelo. 

▪ The first five minutes were solid. The Canes kept the Islanders at bay 
through the neutral zone and didn’t allow any clean zone entries. The 
Isles had a hard time getting across the blue line at all, and the Canes’ 
transition through the center zone was smooth. 

▪ The Canes’ power play was solid in possession on its first chance, 
when Brock Nelson went tot he box for hookint at 4:30 of the first. Tony 
DeAngelo was the PP QB, and they moved the puck well, but the shots 
didn’t make it to the net against Ilya Sorokin. 

▪ Frederik Andersen can move well from right to left, but he couldn’t stop 
the first goal of the night. The Canes’ starter appeared to snuff out a Matt 
Barzal chance at 7:23 of the first after a crossing feed from Kyle Palmieri 
eluded the Canes defender on the play. At the first whistle after that 
save, at 9:30, the officials were alerted to review the play for the 
possibility that the puck had crossed the line to hit Andersen’s pad 
behind the red stripe. Andersen was really deep in the cage, and the 
review was conclusive. 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov has sweet hands. His tip-in goal on a Teuvo 
Teravainen wrister at 9:15 evened the game at 1-1, a needed response 
for the Canes after the replay-review goal fiasco. Svechnikov has the 
ability, and now a contract to match. This season’s performance is key 
for the young forward. 

▪ Scary moment for Sebastian Aho behind his own net as he took a(n 
inadvertent) hip check to the head from Brock Nelson. Brady Skjei went 
after Nelson to send a message, and Skjei got the only penalty. Aho was 
not lifted by the NHL spotter. The Canes killed the penalty. 

▪ The traffic in front of the Isles’ net has been good. The Canes are 
getting bodies in front, and the puck toward the cage through those 
bodies. It led to a second goal at 13:57 of the first, when Jaccob Slavin 
took a faceoff win by Jordan Staal at the left circle, strode forward a few 
steps and sent the puck netward. Jesper Fast was battling in front of Ilya 
Sorokin and the keeper had no chance. on the deflection. 
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Tim Gleason is still doing his best to help the Canes win, now from 
behind the bench 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 2021 5:32 PM 

 

Tim Gleason never gave a thought to coaching in the NHL while playing 
in the NHL. He was too busy fighting for the puck, bashing people, 
protecting his goaltender, backing up his teammates — dropping the 
gloves when need be. 

His 11-year career as a defenseman in the league included a long stretch 
with the Carolina Hurricanes, and No. 6 was a popular player. 

Coaching? 

“I wanted nothing to do with it,” Gleason said Monday. “Nothing to do with 
it for a while.” 

But Gleason, 38, is fully in it now. He’s starting his first season as an 
assistant coach for the Canes, given the responsibility of heading up a 
defensive corps that has talent, but has undergone major changes since 
last season. 

Gone are Dougie Hamilton, along with Jake Bean, Haydn Fleury and Jani 
Hakanpaa, who came to Carolina from Anaheim in a trade for Fleury. 
Replacing them are Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith — a new cast. 

“Guys are coming from different teams with different systems, or in some 
cases it’s somebody who hasn’t played for a while,” Gleason said at 
Wake Competition Center on Monday. 

DeAngelo hasn’t played in a while. He got in six games last season with 
the New York Rangers before an altercation with a teammate led to him 
having his contract bought out by the Rangers. His last game was Jan. 
30. 

DeAngelo signed a one-year, $1 million free-agent contract with Carolina 
and is looking for a new start, fully aware of how important this season 
can be for his career. He has put in the work, will quarterback the Canes’ 
top power-play unit, and could be an option during shootouts. 

On Monday, DeAngelo spent several minutes after practice at WCC 
chatting with Gleason on the ice. 

“He’s easy to talk to, had some meetings with him, good guy,” Gleason 
said. “He’s eager. He wants to learn, he wants to know the system 
ASAP. He’s taking it in and trying to get better every day.” 

DeAngelo, in turn, said he liked working with Gleason, knowing his 
defensive coach will have a “been there, done that” approach to a lot of 
things. 

“It’s always good to have a former player, especially it was not that long 
ago that he played,” DeAngelo said Monday. “Even with Rod, when they 
know how players feel and react in certain situations it makes it much 
easier to get along with the coach.” 

To which Gleason added, “It’s more in just being real with them.” 

Gleason, who retired as a player after the 2014-15 season, first served 
as director of defenseman development for the Canes. He worked 
closely with players such as Fleury, instructing them, pushing them to be 
better, helping them get to the league. 

More of a stay-at-home defenseman, Gleason was as tough and rugged 
as they come. He once took a puck in the face after an Alex Ovechkin 
shot, was stitched up and returned to the ice with a full mask on his 
helmet, ready for more, scoring a shorthanded goal for the Canes. He 
also played for Team USA in the 2010 Olympics, winning a silver medal. 

Brind’Amour said he had a lot of applications when assistant coach Dean 
Chynoweth left the Canes after last season. But Gleason, Brind’Amour 
believed, was an easy choice to go behind the bench. 

“There’s a huge learning curve,” Brind’Amour said of the transition to 
coaching. “He’s taken on full tilt. Just really committed. I love it, his work 
ethic. I knew it would be great and it is. I knew his attention to detail 
would be high and it is.” 

Gleason said he learns something new every day from Brind’Amour, his 
old Canes teammate. 

“His willingness to get better is what I like about him,” Brind’Amour said. 

The biggest challenge for Gleason might be his attire. He smiled when 
asked about how many suits and ties he had in his closet. 

“I didn’t put that into the deal. I should’ve,” he joked. “A couple of suits 
didn’t fit. It’s all good now.” 
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Watching the Carolina Hurricanes on TV will be a little more complicated 
this season 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER AND BROOKE CAIN UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 
2021 9:02 AM 

 

ESPN is back in the hockey game and TNT is the NHL’s new broadcast 
partner. 

Bally Sports South again will carry the majority of Carolina Hurricanes 
games, allowing Canes fans to see all of the team’s 82 games in the 
2021-22 season that begins Thursday against the New York Islanders at 
PNC Arena. 

Most Canes fans, that is. 

Here’s what you need to know about watching the Hurricanes hockey this 
season. 

WHO BROADCASTS CAROLINA HURRICANES HOCKEY GAMES? 

▪ Bally Sports South, a regional sports network owned by the Sinclair 
Broadcast Group, is your main supplier, with 74 Hurricanes games on 
their schedule. 

▪ ABC/ESPN+ will have one Hurricanes game — against the Philadelphia 
Flyers on March 12. 

▪ ESPN will show the Canes game against the Dallas Stars on March 24. 

▪ Six games will air exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu and others through 
the ESPN+ service. None this season will be on TNT. 

HOW CAN I WATCH THE HURRICANES ON BALLY? 

▪ Cable / satellite: Bally (formerly known as Fox Regional Sports) is 
available in North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, and shown on 
cable, satellite and over-the-top providers including Spectrum, AT&T U-
verse, DIRECTV. It is not available on DISH. 

▪ Directly from Bally: Game telecasts can also be streamed live on 
BallySports.com and the Bally Sports app. The app is available on Apple, 
Android and Windows devices, but you’ll still need a cable or satellite log-
in to watch. 

▪ DIRECTV STREAM: Currently, streamers with the DIRECTV STREAM 
service (formerly known as AT&T NOW) can stream Bally Regional 
Sports Networks. You’ll have to opt in for their Choice package to get 
Bally. 

▪ Other streaming options? You can no longer get Bally’s regional sports 
networks on Sling, Hulu Live TV, YouTube TV and FuboTV, because of 
lapsed contracts with Sinclair Broadcast Group, which acquired 21 (then 
Fox) RSNs from Disney in 2019. 

CAN I LISTEN TO CANES GAMES ON THE RADIO? 

▪ Yes, the Hurricanes games can still be heard on 99.9 The Fan, which is 
the team’s flagship radio station, and The Fan’s sister station, Buzz 
Sports Radio. 

▪ The Hurricanes Radio Network also includes 730 The Game ESPN 
Charlotte, ESPN New Bern and ESPN Greenville. 

▪ Fans outside the Hurricanes Radio Network listening area can listen to 
live simulcasts on Hurricanes.com and through the Canes’ mobile app. 

▪ SiriusXM satellite radio also carries game broadcasts. 

HOW CAN I WATCH HURRICANES BLACKOUT GAMES? 

Games shown through ESPN+ have blackout restrictions on the 
streaming of Bally Sports South games in the home regions. 

Some Canes watchers in the past have used a “backdoor” to beat the 
local blackouts with a VPN service, such as NORDVPN, to mask their 
location and stream the games. 

Note: Local blackout games can be watched on NHL.tv, which requires a 
subscription, 48 hours after the game. 

WHO BROADCASTS CANES GAMES FOR BALLY SPORTS? 

The Bally Sports South broadcast team for the Canes remains the same. 
Mike Maniscalco will again handle play by play and Tripp Tracy will be 
the analyst. 

Abby Labar will serve as in-game reporter and the host of Hurricanes 
LIVE, where she again will be joined by former Canes forward Shane 
Willis. 
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Without Dougie Hamilton, the Canes have some questions to answer on 
special teams 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED OCTOBER 14, 2021 1:53 PM 

 

RALEIGH-Not that there’s a straight line from the regular season to the 
playoffs, but the Carolina Hurricanes got an object lesson in the 
difference between having some of the best special teams in the NHL 
and being average or worse. 

The power play, second in the NHL during the regular season at 25.6 
percent, dropped to 18.2 percent, seventh of the eight teams that 
advanced to the second round. The penalty-kill, third in the NHL at 85.2 
percent, was only successful 76.2 percent of the time in the postseason. 

Some of that had to do with their second-round opponent — the Tampa 
Bay Lightning’s power play was just too powerful for anyone to stop — 
but neither was a strength in the first round against the Nashville 
Predators, either. 

Then they lost Dougie Hamilton, who spent more time on special teams 
than any other defenseman, one of several big offseason changes that 
will inevitably impact both units. And unlike goaltending, where the 
Hurricanes expect significant improvement, this is an area where the 
Hurricanes are just fighting against any slippage. 

They can’t afford not to pick up where they left off. 

“It has to, because that’s the game now,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Everybody, five-on-five, pretty much saws each other 
off and it seems to come down to special teams. We know we have to be 
good in both of those areas and it should be a strength for our team.” 

The big question surrounds the power play, where Hamilton was the 
straw that stirred the man-advantage drink. No defenseman saw 
anywhere near the power-play time Hamilton did, and among players 
only Sebastian Aho played more. It’s a massive void to fill. 

Hamilton’s ability to quarterback the power play was a big reason why 
the New Jersey Devils were willing to pay him $9 million a season; the 
Hurricanes are paying Tony DeAngelo a ninth of that to (partially) replace 
him as a right-shot power play triggerman. No one expects DeAngelo to 
do what Hamilton did, and his skill set is unquestionably different, so 
there’s a big unknown there. 
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Hamilton is a unique talent, with unusual vision and preternatural 
smoothness. As will be the case five-on-five, the Hurricanes won’t 
necessarily notice what they’re missing until they’re actually missing it. 

But they remain hopeful the continuity elsewhere on the top unit -- Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck -- will make the 
transition as seamless as possible, especially if Svechnikov can bounce 
back from a disappointing third season. 

“Four other guys on the power play are the same as last year, second-
ranked power play in the league last year, so I don’t see any reason why 
we shouldn’t be able to pick up where we left off,” Trocheck said. 

On the other side, the Hurricanes lost three of their top eight penalty-
killers in Hamilton, Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele as well as the 
assistant coach who orchestrated things, Dean Chenowyth. Former 
Hurricanes defenseman Tim Gleason replaces him. 

But Ethan Bear should be able to fill some of the gap on the blue line. A 
healthy Teravainen will soak up a lot of the forward ice time McGinn and 
Foegele played with a man down, and Derek Stepan has plenty of 
experience in that role as well. 

Given the Hurricanes’ consistent success short-handed under 
Brind’Amour -- both in smothering opposing power plays and generating 
offense of their own down a man -- there’s no reason to expect a drop-
off. 

“We’re not going to change a heck of a lot there,” Brind’Amour said. “On 
both things we were pretty successful last year. We know what we have 
to do. A few little tweaks here and there. Personnel, obviously, is the big 
change. Getting those guys to dial in on it and figure out how we get 
better at it. That’s the whole key. We know the system works. Now we’ve 
got to get better at it with the people we have.” 

The power play and penalty-kill were among the Hurricanes’ primary 
strengths last year, reliable and productive. They can’t be anything less 
this time around. 

This story was originally published October 14, 2021 8:23 AM.1222581
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Civian’s vibe check: Depth and a little Andrei Svechnikov magic give 
Canes first win 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 15, 2021  

 

For the first time since 2019, the Carolina Hurricanes opened their 
season at home with 100 percent fan capacity. The 6-3 win over the 
Islanders was just one episode of this 82-game season, but it was 
important for the new-look Canes to re-establish themselves in the Metro 
Division. A long training camp has been welcome with so many new 
faces, but most of those new faces are veterans who just wanted to get 
rolling. 

“It feels like we’ve been anxious for this for a while,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after morning skate. “We kind of want to see what we 
have and get started. That’s the feeling. It’ll be nice to just have that 
energy in the building again. Everyone’s just anxious to get going.” 

Several players have been spotted around the rink these days wearing T-
shirts with “Prove It” across the chest, and despite the team’s three-
season playoff streak, the burden of proof is on them at the beginning of 
this 2021-22 season. The front office needs to prove that the moves 
resulting in more than 1/3 of the roster being new faces actually made 
sense. The players need to prove to themselves that this is the year that 
simply making the playoffs isn’t good enough. The front office, the 
players and the coach need to prove to the fans that their identity — what 
it means to be a Hurricane — hasn’t changed. 

That has to start game 1, and it did. The Hurricanes passed their first of 
many tests. 

I’ll say this: It was nice to complain about traffic and misplaced parking 
cones again. It was nice to complain about the first goal of the season 
going to review two minutes after the fact, then the call on the ice being 
overturned. It was especially nice to see you all around the rink again 
amid the buzz of a brand new season. The aforementioned traffic and 
parking had me frantically pacing around PNC Arena with my backpack, 
and every single person in the security line offered to let me skip without 
me even having to ask. 

Yep, I still love y’all. 

It’s so refreshing to be back experiencing this whole thing together — 
even (especially?) all the commiserating. We ask the players about the 
fans so much that it feels like a lazy, filler, cliche thing — and sometimes 
it is. But cliches are born from a truth repeated so much and so 
universally, after all. 

Cliches are things we take for granted. 

I’ll never roll my eyes at these questions again, because last year taught 
me none of this means anything without the fans. I won’t take that for 
granted again. 

• Honored, blessed and excited to announce that game 1 of 82 featured a 
Teuvo Teravainen press conference. Well, it started with a laser on the 
power play. 

TURBO WAS NOT MESSING AROUND ON THIS ONE   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/NOXUCOBU5O 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) OCTOBER 15, 2021 

He’s gotta stop doing that if he really wants us to believe he should keep 
passing instead of shooting. Me: “You have such a great shot, do you 
think we’re going to see it more this season?” Teravainen: “I don’t know. 
We’ll find out, I guess. I’ll try a couple more times.” 

• There’s a certain sloppiness to be expected in the first game of the 
season, so we’re going to let basically all of tonight’s errors slide. In a 
roundabout way it was actually reassuring that Brett Pesce and Brady 
Skjei seemed to be behind most of the blunders — you know that’s just 
slop and they’ll be fine. They also got first pairing minutes, and with that 
obviously comes more risk. ‘Twas a loose, high-event game with a lot of 
open ice. Fun. 

• Jordan Staal said it best last week: “I just have a good feeling Svechy 
(Andrei Svechnikov) is going to terrorize this year.” Two goals, one 
assist, one lacrosse goal attempt later, and we didn’t even need to see 
first-line Svech for it all to happen. I’m starting to think whatever line he 
ends up on, he can will into being the first line. “I’m going to work hard 
every day,” Svechnikov said postgame. “I was raised like that. … I tried 
to think about this game yesterday when I went to sleep. You’ve got to 
think about those things, maybe how you shoot and stuff and about the 
puck going in the net. If you think like that, maybe it will happen in the 
game. I try to think like that. It’s one of my routines. I go on the ice and 
stick handle a little bit to try to feel my hands.” According to Natural Stat 
Trick, Svechnikov led the Canes (and the Islanders, for that matter) in 
actual goals (2), expected goals (.88), scoring chances (7) and high 
danger chances (3). That contract is looking pretty good. 

• Freddie Andersen was fine in his debut between the pipes. He made 
spectacular initial saves on two of the Islanders’ three goals, then the 
team around him provided no help with rebound control around the 
crease. So, there are pros and cons to every goalie style. Alex 
Nedeljkovic is smaller, and sometimes that meant letting certain goals 
get by him, but with that smaller size came the ability and acrobatics to 
pounce on more rebounds. Andersen’s mass allows for easier saves, but 
the players in front of him need to adapt for a slower rebound reaction 
time. 
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• Holy depth, Batman. Every line except the “first line” scored tonight, 
which bodes well for the dreaded Metro match-up game — and it might 
make you want to forgive Brind’Amour (hey, I said might) for his love of 
spreading out the talent. “It’s nice when you can roll four lines and feel 
confident in them, have a fourth line with the veteran guys that we have 
there,” he said. “That means a lot to you. … The newer players, the guys 
that have joined us, I thought, played really well. I was actually pleasantly 
surprised, other than a couple hiccups here or there. I felt like they 
looked like they’d been around for a long time.” 

• Speaking of Brind’Amour, three things tonight reminded us that this is 
still his team. The shot count (41-28, Canes), the penalty kill (3-for-3 and 
aggressive as ever) and the game flow. 

• And speaking of the new guys, two assists and a near-blunder made up 
for in effort for Tony DeAngelo tonight. One assist and an all-around solid 
performance for Ethan Bear tonight. The Slavin-Bear pairing looked great 
despite mainstays Pesce and Skjei getting the first pairing minutes. 
DeAngelo was solid quarterbacking the first power play unit after the 
early lost puck. 

• Not to sound like I was born in 1957 or something, but I loved Skjei’s 
reaction fighting Brock Nelson after that hit to Sebastian Aho along the 
boards. I don’t want to say this sort of thing was “missing” from the 
Canes last year, but if I was born in 1957 that’s exactly what I’d say. Skjei 
showed how much respect the team has for their newest alternate 
captain. 
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Nashville Predators vs. Seattle Kraken: Score, highlights and updates in 
NHL season opener 

 

Nick Gray 

2-3 minutes 10/14/2021 

 

The Nashville Predators begin the 2021-22 NHL season in an interesting 
big-picture spot. 

The lineup has lost some popular veterans (Pekka Rinne to retirement, 
Viktor Arvidsson and Ryan Ellis in trades), and younger players are sure 
to have larger roles (Philip Tomasino, Cody Glass, Eeli Tolvanen).  

But Roman Josi is still leading the defense, Juuse Saros has to prove he 
can be the No. 1 goaltender after last year's strong finish, and Ryan 
Johansen and Matt Duchene have to be motivated to live up to their long-
term deals. 

The season begins with the Preds' first-ever matchup against the Seattle 
Kraken, who lost their franchise's first game to Vegas on Tuesday. 

TOP STORYLINES:Is this it for Filip Forsberg? Plus more Nashville 
Predators storylines entering season 

CHECK YOUR CALENDAR:5 can't-miss Nashville Predators home 
games for 2021-22 season 

FILIP NEXT?:What's up with Filip Forsberg's contract after Nashville 
Predators sign Mattias Ekholm to extension? 

Puck drop is set for after 7 p.m. Thursday at Bridgestone Arena. 

We'll update this page as things get going, and follow along with live 
score updates below once the game gets underway. 

FINAL: Seattle Kraken 4, Nashville Predators 3; Kraken get first win in 
franchise history 

Mikael Granlund gets one back in the final minute 

Preds dominate shot totals in the third period, but allow late ENG; Seattle 
leads 4-2 

Alex Wennberg goal gives Seattle the lead back; 3-2 Kraken after 2 

Predators tie it up on a Roman Josi goal to start the second period 

Seattle Kraken strike back, go ahead to wrap first period 

Predators take early lead on Eeli Tolvanen goal 

PREGAME: Opening night lineup 

A line of Filip Forsberg, Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene will start 
things for the Predators. Roman Josi and Alex Carrier will be the starting 
defensemen, and Juuse Saros in net. Who Josi's permanent partner will 
be is an underrated storyline this year. Carrier gets the first nod. 
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Nashville Predators fall to Seattle Kraken in 2021-22 season opener 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

The start wasn't the problem for the Nashville Predators, who started 
their 2021-22 season Thursday night at Bridgestone Arena against the 
Seattle Kraken with a goal from Finnish forward Eeli Tolvanen, 3 
minutes, 18 seconds into the first period. 

The snipe put Tolvanen on pace to score more than 950 goals this 
season, a pace, of course, he didn't keep. 

The Predators couldn't keep pace with the Kraken much after that, either, 
in what turned out to be a 4-3 loss and the Kraken's first win in franchise 
history. 

Jared McCann tied the score 15:21 into the first, the first of their two 
power-play goals in the period. Just over two minutes later Brandon 
Tanev scored another to give the Kraken their first lead in franchise 
history. 

Yakov Trenin took exception to Vince Dunn's hit on Colton Sissons just 
before the Kraken's first goal, earning a two-minute roughing sentence on 
top of five for fighting after exchanging blows with Dunn. 

Roman Josi scored a power-play goal of his own early in the second 
period, 14 seconds into a five-on-three advantage to tie the score 2-2. 

Five minutes later the Kraken had their second lead of the game, and in 
franchise history, thanks to a goal from Alex Wennberg. 

Tanev added an empty-net goal with 1:21 remaining, their first and only 
shot on goal in the period, after Juuse Saros was pulled for an extra 
attacker. Saros finished with 22 saves.  

Mikael Granlund scored with 39.9 seconds left to pull his team within 
one. 
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Tennessee Titans' Julio Jones, Chester Rogers pump up Nashville 
Predators crowd before season opener 

 

Nick Gray 

 

Julio Jones had a busy Thursday. 

The Tennessee Titans wide receiver practiced with full participation 
earlier in the day, on track to return to the lineup this week after missing 
two games with a hamstring injury. Then, he and fellow Titans wideout 
Chester Rogers got the Bridgestone Arena crowd going just before puck 
drop for the Nashville Predators' season opener against the Seattle 
Kraken. 

The Predators' season got going early, with an Eeli Tolvanen goal at 3:18 
of the first period.  

Tennessee has an extra day to prepare for its Monday Night Football 
matchup against the Buffalo Bills at Nissan Stadium, the next sporting 
event of note in the city of Nashville after the Preds get going with games 
against the Kraken on Thursday and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday. 

Nashville sports synergy, indeed. 
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Nashville Predators 2021-22 NHL regular season schedule and game 
results 

 

Nick Gray 

5-6 minutes 10/14/2021 

 

Here is the Nashville Predators' 2021-22 regular season schedule, with 
times, dates, opponents and results. 

FILIP NEXT?:What's up with Filip Forsberg's contract after Nashville 
Predators sign Mattias Ekholm to extension? 

SAROS' NET NOW:What's new about No. 1 Nashville Predators goalie 
Juuse Saros with his idol Pekka Rinne retired? 

Nashville Predators 2021-22 regular season schedule results 

All times Central; all games broadcast on Bally Sports South and 102.5-
FM unless noted. If you live outside the Predators' local TV market, 
ESPN+ will stream most out-of-market games that are not nationally 
televised. 

October 

14 vs. Seattle, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

16 vs. Carolina, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

19 vs. Los Angeles, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

21 vs. N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

23 at Winnipeg, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

24 at Minnesota, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

26 vs. San Jose, 7:30 p.m., ESPN+ 

30 vs. N.Y. Islanders, 12:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

2021-22 PREDICTIONS:Our Nashville Predators record prediction — 
plus 5 other bold proclamations 

TOP STORYLINES:Is this it for Filip Forsberg? Plus more Nashville 
Predators storylines entering season 

CHECK YOUR CALENDAR:5 can't-miss Nashville Predators home 
games for 2021-22 season 

November 

2:  at Calgary, 8 p.m., Bally Sports South 

3:  at Edmonton, 7:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

5:  at Vancouver, 9 p.m., Bally Sports South 

7:  at Chicago, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

10:  at Dallas, 7:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

11:  at St. Louis, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

13:  vs. Arizona, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

16:  at Toronto, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

18:  at Ottawa, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

20:  at Montreal, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

22:  vs. Anaheim, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

24:  vs. Vegas, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

26:  vs. New Jersey, 5 p.m., ESPN+ 

27:  at Colorado, 8 p.m., Bally Sports South 

30:  vs. Columbus, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

December 

2:  vs. Boston, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

4:  vs. Montreal, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

7:  at Detroit, 6 p.m., ESPN+ 

9:  at N.Y. Islanders, 6:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

10:  at New Jersey, 6:30 p.m., ESPN+ 

12:  at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

14:  vs. Calgary, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

16:  vs. Colorado, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

17:  at Chicago, 7:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

19:  at Carolina, 4 p.m., Bally Sports South 

21:  vs. Winnipeg, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

23:  at Florida, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

27:  at Dallas, 7:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

29:  at Washington, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

30:  at Columbus, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

January  

1:  vs. Chicago, 1 p.m., Bally Sports South 

4:  at Vegas, 9 p.m., Bally Sports South 

6:  at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 

8:  at Arizona, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 
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11:  vs. Colorado, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

13:  vs. Buffalo, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

15:  at Boston, Noon, Bally Sports South 

17:  at St. Louis, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

18:  vs. Vancouver, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

20:  vs. Winnipeg, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

22:  vs. Detroit, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

25:  at Seattle, 9 p.m., ESPN+ 

27:  at Edmonton, 8 p.m., Bally Sports South 

February 

1:  vs. Vancouver, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

24:  vs. Dallas, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

26:  vs. Tampa Bay at Nissan Stadium, 6:30 p.m., TNT 

March  

2:  at Seattle, 9 p.m., TNT 

5:  at San Jose, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

8:  vs. Dallas, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

10:  vs. Anaheim, 7 p.m., ESPN+ 

12:  vs. St. Louis, 11:30 a.m., Bally Sports South 

13:  at Minnesota, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

15:  vs. Pittsburgh, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

17:  at Philadelphia, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

19:  vs. Toronto, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

21:  at Anaheim, 9 p.m., Bally Sports South 

22:  at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m., ESPN+ 

24:  at Vegas, 9 p.m., Bally Sports South 

27:  vs. Philadelphia, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

29:  vs. Ottawa, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

April 

1:  at Buffalo, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

2:  vs. Washington, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

5:  vs. Minnesota, 7 p.m., ESPN+ 

9:  vs. Florida, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

10:  at Pittsburgh, 3 p.m., TNT 

12:  vs. San Jose, 7 p.m. (originally scheduled for April 14), Bally Sports 
South 

14:  vs. Edmonton, 7 p.m. (originally scheduled for April 12), Bally Sports 
South 

16:  vs. Chicago, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

17:  vs. St. Louis, 5 p.m., Bally Sports South 

23:  at Tampa Bay, 6 p.m., Bally Sports South 

24:  vs. Minnesota, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

26:  vs. Calgary, 7 p.m., Bally Sports South 

28:  at Colorado, 8 p.m., Bally Sports South 

29:  at Arizona, 8:30 p.m., Bally Sports South 
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How to watch the Nashville Predators' season opener vs. Seattle Kraken 

 

Nick Gray 

2-2 minutes 10/14/2021 

 

The 2021-22 Nashville Predators drop the puck on their season 
Thursday night against the newest NHL franchise, the Seattle Kraken. 

Nashville begins the season in an interesting spot, with an ever-changing 
roster that is getting younger but still sports veterans like Roman Josi, 
Filip Forsberg and others. Are the playoffs a reasonable target? For the 
first time in years, that preseason forecast is mostly cloudy. 

LIVE UPDATES:Nashville Predators vs. Seattle Kraken: Score, highlights 
and updates in NHL season opener 

JUUSE SAROS:What's new about No. 1 Nashville Predators goalie 
Juuse Saros with his idol Pekka Rinne retired? 
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Hynes optimistic about 'motivated' Forsberg-Johansen-Duchene top line 

 

Michael Gallagher 

 

It was a rocky offseason for the Nashville Predators and for forwards 
Ryan Johansen, Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg for varying reasons. 

General Manager David Poile appeared to have burned a bridge with 
Forsberg after trading away close friend Viktor Arvidsson to the Los 
Angeles Kings. He also didn’t do himself any favors when he reportedly 
tried to find a trade partner for the remaining $34 million of Johansen’s 
contract, or when he exposed both Johansen and Duchene in the Seattle 
expansion draft. 

But for now, all parties seem to be stuck with each other. 

Left to deal with the aftermath of Poile’s offseason fails, so to speak, 
Predators head coach John Hynes has spent the majority of training 
camp and the preseason trying to make the pieces of the puzzle fit. 

“To me, the past is the past,” Hynes said. “We’ve had some good 
conversations with our players — [Johansen and Duchene] included — in 
the offseason about things that we’d like to see better but also things that 
we can do to help those guys.” 

The solution, or at least a key piece to the solution, may be what has 
been right in front of the Predators all along: stick all three players on the 
top line and let them figure it out. 

That philosophy worked well at the end of last season and into the 
playoffs — the line accounted for 37 shots, four goals (all from high-
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danger areas), 27 scoring chances for, 13 high-danger chances for, and 
an offensive-zone faceoff percentage of 75 in the postseason — and it 
could be the remedy for the offensive deficiencies that plagued Nashville 
for much of last year. 

“I wouldn’t say [Johansen and Duchene playing together] was something 
that was set prior to camp,” Hynes said. “I did have a conversation with 
those guys individually, and I think there is some chemistry there. We 
saw some of that in the playoffs. I thought this was a good opportunity for 
them to come in and create some chemistry in training camp, and what 
we’ve seen so far is three pretty motivated players.  

“They’ve had some good exhibition games, we’ve kept them together in 
practices, they’ve fed off each other’s work ethic and I think the way they 
think the game and can play the game looks like a pretty good combo. 
The thing that separates them now going into the season is that work 
ethic and competitiveness has been at a level that allows their talent and 
skill to come out.” 

When paired together last season in parts of 20 regular season games, 
Forsberg, Johansen and Duchene proved they could be offensively 
dominant. As a line, they bested their opponents in shots for (40 to 10), 
scoring chances (38 to five), high-danger chances (14 to two) and had an 
offensive-zone faceoff percentage of 88.6. 

The trio played together in three of Nashville’s six preseason games, and 
the chemistry still looks to be there, as does the skill. In those three 
games, they combined for six goals and 13 points while generating 18 
shots as each saw at least three minutes or more on the power play.  

Those stats, coupled with the work ethic Hynes has seen in practice, is 
why the head coach has stood by keeping them as his top line. 

“They’ve come back in good shape, and I’ve been impressed with the 
way they’ve practiced. … They are driving practice. When you look at 
their execution level, their speed and pace, we’re doing lots of 
competitive things and it’s the hardest I’ve seen them compete in practice 
since I’ve been here. That’s allowing their talent to come out in those 
situations. I think that [Johansen and Duchene] are in a really good spot. 
I’m optimistic for them not only to have good years but to be able to help 
our team.” 
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Predators, 102.5 The Game extend radio broadcast deal 

 

Michael Gallagher 

 

For over a decade, ESPN 102.5 The Game has been the official flagship 
radio station of the Nashville Predators.  

That won’t be changing anytime soon.  

The Predators announced on Thursday they had signed a multi-year 
extension with the station, keeping Predators hockey on the 102.5 
airwaves for the foreseeable future. 

"For over ten years the Predators have been the 'best' to work with,” 
Cromwell Media President Bud Walters said in a release. “They've 
brought such excitement to Nashville, and we look forward to continuing 
our partnership together. We are very proud to be the flagship home of 
the Nashville Predators Network." 

The Game features Predators-specific radio shows such as Preds 
Insiders, hosted by Ryan Porth from 6-7 p.m. on Monday nights, 
Smashville Live, hosted by Chase McCabe, the Predators Official 

Podcast, hosted by Predators team reporter Brooks Bratten from 8-9 
a.m. on Saturday mornings, and Penalty Box Radio, hosted by Justin 
Bradford from 7-8 p.m. on Wednesday nights. 

Head coach John Hynes and General Manager David Poile also make 
weekly appearances on the station’s morning show, Robby & Rexrode, 
which airs Monday through Friday from 6 to 10 a.m., and the afternoon 
show, Darren, Daunic and Chase, which airs Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

“We are proud of being ESPN’s No. 1 franchise in all of sports,” Nashville 
Predators Executive Vice President and Chief Revenue Officer Chris 
Junghans said. “Working alongside Nashville’s best sports talk radio 
station we feel we can continue to grow our dedicated Smashville fan 
base. As we work to ‘Paint the Town Preds’ in 2021-22 and beyond, we 
are thrilled to have Cromwell Media and its entire family of radio stations 
at our side.” 
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How close was Egor Afanasyev to making the Preds’ roster? 

 

Michael Gallagher 

 

Based solely on his performance during development camp, rookie 
camp, training camp and the preseason, Nashville Predators forward 
Egor Afanasyev sure looked to be NHL ready. 

At 6-foot-3 and 203 pounds, Afanasyev is hard to miss when he’s on the 
ice. He’s also difficult to ignore when he parks himself in front of the net 
and uses every bit of his frame to take away an opposing goalie’s ability 
to see the puck. 

Afanasyev finished the preseason with three goals, four points, five 
shots, four hits, 13:09 of average ice time while playing 3:28 on the 
power play in three games. But the unfortunate reality is the 20-year-old 
was simply the victim of a numbers game that favored Nick Cousins, 
Rocco Grimaldi and Mathieu Olivier over him. 

But General Manager David Poile stated the decision to send Afanasyev 
back to Milwaukee instead of finding a spot for him somewhere for 
Thursday’s season opener against the Seattle Kraken was not an easy 
one. 

“I would say he surprised us for sure,” Poile told 102.5-FM. “We set our 
opening night lineup, but that’s all it is, an opening night lineup. If we 
learned anything from last year, we’re going to need a lot of players. … 
Egor is a guy based on what we saw in training camp, he should certainly 
get some games (in the NHL) this year.” 

There wasn’t much Afansyev didn’t excel at during training camp. He flew 
around the offensive zone, showed he is capable of being effective on 
the rush, won several 50-50 puck battles, hit defenders with the 
physicality of a true power forward, and most importantly — he scored. 

Of course, his offensive prowess is nothing new. Afanasyev scored 31 
goals and 67 points during the 2019-20 season with the Windsor Spitfires 
in the OHL, and the season before that, he had 27 goals and 61 points 
with the Muskegon Lumberjacks in the USHL. 

"Egor had a really good camp," Predators coach John Hynes told 102.5-
FM. "He's really competitive, (he's got) good hockey sense for the game, 
great scoring...He's a great kid, he loves the game, he's really coachable, 
good around the room. He's a big, strong, fast highly-competitive player 
that has a scoring touch and he really made a good run. He's a guy that's 
not too far off (from making it to the NHL)." 
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Added Poile: “One thing we probably didn’t take into consideration was 
last year with the COVID season, so many players had partial seasons 
and some junior players didn’t even play. Egor got to play part of the year 
in Russia and got to play in the KHL, and I think that gave him a huge 
head start on a lot of different players.” 

Had Afansyev made the NHL roster, he likely would have played 
somewhere in Nashville’s bottom six. The argument can be made that 
the regular playing time he will get with the Admirals will be better for his 
development than the 8-10 minutes per game he likely would get with the 
Predators. 

However, Poile did concede that with a full 82-game season and the 
injuries that surely will come with that, Afanasyev is at the top of the list 
of the players he would call up first. 

“I’m very confident that he’s going to be an important player for the 
Predators in the not-too-distant future,” Poile said. “You’ve got to like his 
size, his skating, he can score. … I think there’s a few details of the 
game [he needs to work on] to make sure that he’s trustworthy 
defensively, but he was really close.” 
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In the Habs' Room: 'We have to show up and compete,' Jeff Petry says 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Oct 14, 2021  

 

Sabres' Rasmus Asplund, left, battles Canadiens' Cedric Paquette for a 
loose puck during first period at KeyBank Arena Thursday night. 

“We made it easy for them.” 

That’s the way defenceman Jeff Petry summed up the Canadiens’ effort 
— or lack thereof — in their 5-1 loss to the  Buffalo Sabres Thursday 
night at KeyBank Arena. 

There was none of the hard-nosed defence that marked the Canadiens’ 
march to the Stanley Cup final earlier this year. One of the hallmarks of 
that team was a stellar penalty-kill, but the Sabres scored on three of 
their six chances Thursday after the Maple Leafs scored on one of three 
opportunities in a 2-1 win in the season opener Wednesday. 

“I think it’s important for us to be hard, to be hard on our sticks, hard 
defending, winning the battles,” Petry said. “They won the majority of the 
battles tonight. When they do that, you spend a lot of time in your own 
end. We allowed them to get into the zone too easy and then they were 
winning the battles down low.” 

There are high expectations for the Montreal’s power play this year, but 
the Canadiens are 0-for-8 after two games and they have failed to 
generate scoring chances during a 5-on-3 advantage in each of those 
games. 

“We need to simplify it,” Petry said,  “On our entries, we have to make 
sure we get the puck in first and then get set and move the puck around. 
We have to get shots on the net and things will open up from there. On 
the 5-on-3s, we didn’t have a lot of time to talk about it before the Toronto 
game, (but) we covered it a bit today. We have to see the way they’re 
playing and see their weaknesses and I don’t think we recognized that 
well enough.” 

The Sabres come into this season without deposed captain Jack Eichel 
and they have a couple of goaltenders making the minumim wage. One 

of those netminders, 40-year-old Craig Anderson, made 30 saves, 
although the Canadiens didn’t offer much in the way of quality shots. 
Anderson received a helping hand from his teammates, who blocked 16 
shots, including six by Robert Hagg. 

The loss to the Sabres conjured memories of the Canadiens’ experience 
two seasons back when they couldn’t beat the hapless Detroit Red 
Wings. They have fared only a little better recently against the Sabres, 
who haven’t made the playoffs in 10 seasons. Buffalo has won five of its 
last seven games against  Montreal. 

“Any team can win on any given night in this league,” Petry said. “They 
showed up to work tonight and compete and that’s what gave them the 
win. For us, we have to learn from it. It doesn’t matter who we’re  playing, 
we have to show up and compete.” 

“We never had this attitude of being overconfident,” Brendan Gallagher 
said. “We know what we need to do to be successful. We need to get our 
game back. The Sabres deserved to win, but we just didn’t work. We will 
need to respond quickly. Yes, it’s early in the season, but we can’t leave 
points on the table. The points at the start of the season remain crucial, 
we do not want to dig ourselves a hole.” 

The Canadiens picked up some cap space Thursday when they placed 
defenceman Shea Weber and forward Paul Byron on long-term injured 
reserve.  And, in a surprise move, they placed recently acquired centre 
Adam Brooks on waivers. 
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Poor special teams sink Canadiens' chances in Buffalo blowout 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Oct 14, 2021 

 

Sabres' Zemgus Girgensons celebrates with teammates after scoring a 
goal against Canadiens goalie Samuel Montembeault Thursday night at 
the KeyBank Arena in Buffalo. 

The Buffalo Sabres scored three power-play goals Thursday night as 
they cruised to a 5-1 victory over the Canadiens at KeyBank Arena. 

The Canadiens, who put up a strong effort in a 2-1 loss in Toronto 
Wednesday, looked like a tired team as they fell to 0-2 in the young 
season. 

Goaltender Samuel Montembeault, who was picked up late in training 
camp as an insurance policy in case Carey Price wasn’t available, 
stopped 31 of 36 shots, but he wasn’t to blame for the defeat. He didn’t 
get a lot of help from his teammates who missed defensive assignments, 
turned the puck over, took too many penalties, and failed to generate 
offence. 

For the second night in a row, the Canadiens lost the special teams 
battle. The Sabres were 3-for-6 on the power play, while the Canadiens 
went 0-for-4 and failed to capitalize on another 5-on-3 advantage. 

Craig Anderson didn’t look like a 40-year-old in the Sabres net. He didn’t 
face many quality scoring chances, but he made 30 saves for the win. 

Sabres’ Colin Miller, left, checks Canadiens’ Cole Caufield during the first 
period at KeyBank Arena Thursday night. 

The Canadiens picked up defenceman Chris Wideman during the off-
season because of his offensive skills and he gave Montreal a brief 
glimmer of hope midway through the second period when he went back 
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door to take a pass from Joel Armia and scored to cut the Sabres’ lead to 
2-1. 

But Montreal surrendered two goals in the final three minutes of the 
period as the Sabres re-established their dominance. 

Buffalo failed to score when they had a 5-on-3 advantage, but Victor 
Olofsson potted a goal on the back end of the advantage and Anders 
Bjork, who was Jake Evans’s teammate at Notre Dame, scored at 19:04. 

Tage Thompson completed the rout with a power-play goal in the third 
period. 

Kyle Okposo. who scored only two goals in 35 games last season before 
he was sidelined by a broken cheekbone, gave the Sabres a 1-0 lead 
when he scored on a first-period power play. Rasmus Asplund made life 
difficult for Montembeault as he skated in front of the net and Okposo 
scored with a shot to the short side. The goal came seconds after 
Anderson stopped Evans on a short-handed breakaway chance. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Okposo missed a chance for a second goal when he hit a post later in 
the first period but the Sabres went ahead 2-0 when Zemgus Girgensons 
redirected Colin Miller’s shot from the blue line. Ben Chiarot was unable 
to tie up Girgensons’s stick. Girgensons is another player coming off an 
injury. He missed all of last season after surgery to repair a torn left 
hamstring. 

For the second night in a row, the Canadiens were unable to take 
advantage of a 5-on-3 advantage. This one was only 26 seconds, but by 
the time Jeff Petry teed up a shot from outside, the first penalty had 
already expired. Anderson was outstanding as he kept the Canadiens off 
the scoreboard after the back-to-back penalties to Henri Jokiharju and 
Okposo. He made two saves on Cole Caufield and one on Tyler Toffoli. 
He also had some help from Robert Hagg, who blocked two shots, 
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Liveblog replay: Habs lose 5-1 to Sabres on Thursday night 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

Oct 14, 2021   

 

The 24-year-old Bécancour, Que., native has played 25 NHL games in 
his career, all with the Florida Panthers. 

Otherwise, the Habs lineup is expected to remain unchanged from 
Wednesday’s 2-1 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs in the season opener. 
In the long term, Carey Price, Shea Weber and Paul Byron are out. In the 
short term, Mike Hoffman and Joel Edmundson remain on the shelf with 
injuries. 

The rebuilding Sabres will be without deposed captain Jack Eichel, 
currently at loggerheads with management over treatment for a neck 
injury. The Sabres and Habs are once again division rivals after not 
facing each other a season ago due to COVID-related realignment. 
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Samuel Montembeault will start in goal for Canadiens in Buffalo 

 

Staff Report 

Oct 14, 2021 
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That will be the only change to the Canadiens’ lineup following 
Wednesday night’s 2-1 loss to the Maple Leafs in Toronto in their NHL 
season opener. 

Canadiens goalie Jake Allen stopped 28 of 30 shots in Toronto. 

The Canadiens claimed the 24-year-old Montembeault off waivers from 
the Florida Panthers this month. Montembeault hasn’t played in the NHL 
since the 2019-20 season. 

Montembeault has appeared in 25 NHL games during his career, posting 
a 9-8 record with a 3.20 goals-against average and a .892 save 
percentage. 

Thursday’s game will be the second of three in four nights for the 
Canadiens, who will play their home opener Saturday at the Bell Centre 
against the New York Rangers. 

When asked about the goaltending situation after practice Tuesday in 
Brossard, Canadiens head coach Dominique Ducharme said: “We’ll need 
both goalies to play. We cannot ask Jake to be playing all games in 
October and until Carey (Price) comes back. It wouldn’t be fair, it 
wouldn’t be realistic, so we need both goalies. We trust that those guys 
will be solid. We don’t ask them to be stealing games, we don’t ask them 
to be somebody else than themselves But themselves at their best.” 

Price entered the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program last week for a 
minimum of 30 days and it’s uncertain when he might return to the 
Canadiens. 
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About Last Night: Drouin's comeback goal not enough for Habs to beat 
Leafs 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

Oct 14, 2021 

 

Montreal Canadiens forward Jonathan Drouin (92) celebrates after 
scoring against Toronto Maple Leafs in the first period at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

The Montreal Canadiens kicked off their 2021-22 regular season with a 
2-1 loss against the Toronto Maple Leafs Wednesday at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

In his return to action, Jonathan Drouin scored the lone goal for the 
Canadiens. William Nylander scored the game-winner, while netminder 
Jack Campbell made 31 saves in the Leafs win. Jake Allen responded 
with 28 saves for the Habs. 

The Leafs were without Auston Matthews (wrist), but game-time decision 
Mitch Marner made it into the lineup. 
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The Drouin goal at 7:22 of the first capped a dominant early stretch for 
his squad. In his first game back following a personal leave of absence 
last season, Drouin completed a two-on-one with the speedy Josh 
Anderson, finding the open net with Campbell down and out to give the 
Habs a 1-0 lead. Drouin had a wide grin as he celebrated the goal. 

With Alexander Romanov in the box for interference, momentum began 
to swing in Toronto’s favour. Just as the penalty was ending, from the top 
of the circle Pierre Engvall turned and fired on net. Allen didn’t see the 
puck with big Nick Ritchie serving as the screen, and the seeing eye shot 
found the back of the net to make it 1-1. Although right on the cutoff, it 
was deemed a power play marker. 

The second period was uneventful, with no goals and only a fruitless 
power play on a John Tavares minor penalty. Allen had to be sharp with 
the Leafs succeeding in deflecting pucks headed his way. Early in the 
period, the Leafs thought they might’ve scored when Allen slipped into 
his own net with Michael Bunting and Travis Dermott whacking at him, 
but the goalie kept the puck out. The Habs were outshot 14-11 in the 
second. 

Just over a minute into the third period, in the midst of a line change, 
William Nylander scored the eventual game-winner. He streaked down 
the right side and held up his first shot attempt long enough to get Allen 
to commit before roofing the puck to give the Leafs their first lead of the 
night at 2-1. It was a lead they wouldn’t relinquish. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Perhaps this angle was a little more revealing: 

Either way, the goal stood. 

The Habs struggled on the power play in the third, only garnering one 
shot on 1:44 of a 5-on-3 man-advantage. They ended the night 0-4 on 
the power play. With the Habs pressing and time winding down, Morgan 
Rielly took exception to an earlier net drive from Brendan Gallagher and 
got a jab in of his own. It caused the other players on the ice to gather, 
but when the dust settled, only Anderson went off for roughing, With 
under two minutes remaining in the game, it meant the Canadiens would 
have to tie the game while shorthanded. Even with Allen pulled, they 
couldn’t solve Campbell one more time, and the Habs dropped their 
season opener 2-1. 

Not the liveliest of games, but it was a chance to see some new Habs in 
action. David Savard played 19:30 and had a hit on fellow big man 
Wayne Simmonds. Chris Wideman manned the second power play unit. 
Christian Dvorak was 54 per cent on faceoffs, while Mathieu Perreault 
and Cedric Paquette provided solid energy shifts on the fourth line with 
Artturi Lehkonen. The Canadiens return to action Thursday against the 
Sabres, and will once again be without a number of key players: Carey 
Price , Shea Weber , Paul Byron , Joel Edmundson, and Mike Hoffman. 

3. “In the first 8 minutes I thought the Habs were going to run the Leafs 
out of the rink. Except for spurts here and there, that rush ended shortly. 
Besides the 2-1 Leafs score, the Leafs lead in takeaways & face-offs 
while the Habs lead in giveaways. Habs did not play very well; Allen did 
but had no help. Hoping for a better outcome tomorrow…..” -Hermanus 
Wittebol 

2. “Unreal Gallagher gets punched in the face and Anderson gets a 
penalty?” -Glen Sanderson 

1. “Allen did his job. We had decent possession, we had chances, but our 
PP was an absolute momentum killer and we ultimately didn’t deserve to 
win the game. I feel like we never win the opening game of the season. 
Someone said it was 4 years running? Hopefully we play a stronger 
game against the mighty Sabres tomorrow. Can’t win them all – but this 
one was perfectly winnable…so it sucks but hey….game 1 of 82….one 
way to go. Was almost weird to see fans in the arena. Although in typical 
Toronto fashion I couldn’t tell the difference based on the noise level :)” -
Justin Miller 
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Canadiens at Sabres: Five things you should know 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Oct 14, 2021 

 

Newcomer Christian Dvorak centred the Canadiens' best line 
Wednesday night against Toronto. 

Here are five things you should know about the Canadiens-Sabres game 
at KeyBank Arena Thursday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN-690 Radio, 98.5 
FM). 

The matchup: This is the season opener for the Sabres, while the 
Canadiens are coming off a 2-1 loss to the Maple Leafs in their opener 
Wednesday night in Toronto. The Canadiens usually have lots of support 
from fans streaming across the border from southern Ontario, but that 
won’t be the case for this game because the U.S. border remains closed 
to non-essential travellers. After playing in front of a near-capacity crowd 
at the Scotiabank Arena, the sparse pre-season crowds in Buffalo 
suggest there will be lots of empty seats. 

Question marks in goal:  Both teams start the season with question 
marks in goal. With Carey Price going through the NHL/NHLPA players 
assistance program, Montreal is relying on backup Jake Allen and recent 
addition Samuel Montembeault. Allen played well in the loss to the Leafs, 
and while the Canadiens like to split the work in back-to-back situations, 
don’t be surprised if Allen gets another call in Buffalo. After losing free 
agent Linus Ullmark when he signed a four-year deal with Boston, the 
Sabres have turned to 40-year-old Craig Anderson and former 
Canadiens prospect Dustin Tokarski. Buffalo doesn’t believe in spending 
money on goaltenders — the combined cap hit for Anderson and 
Tokarski is $1.475 million. 

Drouin, defence off to a good start: Jonathan Drouin who took time off to 
deal with anxiety, made a successful return to the ice Wednesday when 
he scored Montreal’s only goal in Wednesday’s 2-1 loss in Toronto. 
Drouin, Josh Anderson and newcomer Christian Dvorak formed the 
Canadiens’ most dangerous line, combining for 11 of the team’s 32 
shots. The Canadiens had a strong defensive effort led by goaltender 
Jake Allen, but the power play was a major disappointment. Montreal 
went 0-for-4 with the extra man and managed only one shot on goal 
when they had a 5-on-3 advantage for 1:44 in the third period. 

Sabres without Eichel: Former Sabres captain Jack Eichel has probably 
played his last game for the Sabres. Eichel, who was the consolation 
prize behind Connor McDavid in the 2015 draft, has been stripped of his 
captaincy and is awaiting a trade while attempting to sort out his neck 
injury. Eichel and the Sabres reached a stalemate over treatment of the 
injury. The Sabres’ medical staff want him to have fusion surgery, while 
Eichel wants to have disc replacement, a procedure that is usually 
reserved for lower-back problems.  

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The other guys:  The offensively challenged Sabres have only two 
players who hit double figures in goals last season. Victor Olofsson 
scored 13 goals and had 32 points, while Carey Mittelstadt scored 10. 
Buffalo is hoping for bounceback seasons from Jeff Skinner, who has a 
$9-million cap hit but managed only seven goals and seven assists, and 
Kyle Okposo, who scored two goals in 35 games before his season was 
ended by a broken cheekbone. The Sabres have a quality defenceman in 
Rasmus Dahlin, but this is a team that’s clearly in the race for another 
quality draft pick. 
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Canadiens have no reason to panic, but they need to find urgency in their 
game quickly 

 

Arpon Basu 

7-9 minutes 10/15/2021 

 

There is a subtle, yet significant difference between panic and urgency. 

Panic generally leads to poor decisions, it can be debilitating and almost 
never results in something positive. Urgency, on the other hand, can 
sharpen your focus, heighten your competitiveness, give you an edge. 

The Canadiens’ 5-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday night, their 
second straight loss to start the season, is no reason to panic. But it 
showed a definite lack of urgency, and it is not something that was first 
revealed in this game. We have seen it for weeks. 

As the Canadiens fumbled their way through the first period, a 
conversation I once had with Tomas Plekanec came to mind. It was 
toward the end of the disastrous 2017-18 season, and Plekanec was 
preparing to face the Canadiens for the first time in his career after being 
dealt to the Toronto Maple Leafs at the trade deadline. The only reason 
he was in this position was that everything that could have possibly gone 
wrong that season went wrong, so his answer when I asked for his 
explanation on why the Canadiens’ season turned out the way it did 
caught me a bit off guard. 

“Bad start,” he said, with the legendary Plekanec brevity. “Didn’t catch 
up.” 

The 2017-18 Canadiens won their opening game of the season – in 
Buffalo – and then lost their next seven. It took them until the end of 
November to claw back to .500, hovered around that mark for a few 
weeks, and then plummeted. 

But the reason what Plekanec said stands out now is that when he said 
those Canadiens had a bad start, he wasn’t necessarily referring to the 
start of the regular season. He was talking about the start of everything. 
He was talking about training camp. No one puts any stock in preseason 
results, and rightfully so, but what training camp is good for is ramping up 
urgency for the start of the regular season. That year, the Canadiens lost 
their first six preseason games, but training camp, in general, lacked that 
urgency. They were coming off a first-place finish in the division, and 
though they were knocked out in the first round of the playoffs by the 
New York Rangers, there was a sense they could build on that strong 
regular season and had a team that would be competitive. 

This year, the Canadiens were somewhat lethargic in the preseason, but 
also seemed to lack that urgency in training camp. It took until the final 
week of camp before actual NHL defence pairings played and practiced 
together. Special-teams work was limited until then. There were 70 
players invited to camp, making it impossible to work with the NHL group 
until late. 

The game against the Sabres was not lost on paper, it was not lost 
because the Canadiens lack talent. It was lost because of structure and 
work ethic. The Sabres looked structured, the Canadiens did not. The 
Sabres won battles, the Canadiens did not. The Sabres scored three 
power-play goals, the Canadiens scored none. 

And if you wanted a perfect example of a lack of urgency being 
exemplified in a key moment of the game, the Canadiens again had a 
five-on-three power play for 34 seconds while down 2-0 early in the 

season period. This came one night after they had a five-on-three for 
1:44 while down one goal in Toronto. Both times, the Canadiens 
approached the opportunity without an ounce of urgency. Both times, not 
only did they fail to score, they failed to generate much of anything, 
passing the puck back and forth about 50 feet away from the opposing 
net. No quickness, no danger. 

No urgency. 

That translated to the Canadiens’ play at five-on-five. It translated to their 
penalty kill. It translated to every facet of their game. And it’s done so for 
two games. 

Losing 5-1 to the Sabres might look far worse than a 2-1 loss to the 
Maple Leafs, but the Canadiens’ effort was similar in both. Once you 
remove their excellent start in Toronto where they were dominating play 
for roughly the first half of the first period, the next five and a half periods 
they have played have been uninspired. 

“It’s obviously early in the season, but these points at the beginning of 
the year are critical. You don’t want to put yourself in a hole,” Brendan 
Gallagher told reporters in Buffalo. “So obviously, to start 0-2, there’s a 
lot of urgency on the next one.” 

There’s that word. 

Over the past five seasons, 15 teams have started the season without a 
win in their first three games. Only four of them made the playoffs, and 
two of them were the Minnesota Wild and Chicago Blackhawks in the 
bubble playoffs in 2020. Neither team was in a playoff position at the time 
the season was halted. 

So yes, there should be urgency for the next game Saturday against the 
New York Rangers, not to mention the adrenaline that should come from 
a full Bell Centre for the first time in 19 months. 

But to be fair, perhaps somewhat of a lethargic training camp was to be 
expected for this group. And Dominique Ducharme was able to recognize 
it Saturday as camp entered its final days. 

“Guys are good in that sense, they’re buying in, they understand what we 
want to do in every situation. Like, structure and so on,” he said then. 
“But I think we’re at that point where, you know, we finished the season 
late with the Stanley Cup Final, a short summer, coming back for camp. 
Obviously, our older guys, guys that were there, they come back and go 
from the Stanley Cup Final to playing in exhibition games, it’s kind of, 
you’ve got to re-start. You know, you don’t play for two points, it’s 
different. So I think the next four or five days, in the way we’re preparing, 
it’s in the way that we think, because those practices that we have, our 
guys feel they understand what we want to do in every situation. 

“Now it’s upstairs that we need to crank it up a bit.” 

Contrast that with what Ducharme said after the loss to the Sabres, 
where he talked about how his team has been showered in compliments 
for the past three months because of their run to the final and now reality 
is hitting them square in the face. 

“It’s like when you tell your kid not to put his hand on the stove,” 
Ducharme said. “He has to try it, so he puts his hand on it. 

“I think they felt it.” 

In a sense, the loss to the Sabres might have come at a perfect time. 
Because even though Ducharme was saying in training camp how well 
his players had grasped everything he was asking them to do from a 
tactical standpoint, he saw even then that the Canadiens were not 
efficient killing plays. Ducharme stopped practice on more than one 
occasion to drive home that point, but expressed supreme confidence 
that his players would get there in time. That they would be ready. 

The Sabres skated around the Canadiens zone like they owned it 
Thursday night. 

“We’ve got to be much, much harder to play against,” Ducharme said. “If 
you have a chance to kill a play, if you have a chance to win a puck, and 
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you don’t do it, then somebody else has got to do it. Then it snowballs. 
So at one point, that’s something that we take pride in doing, and we 
didn’t take pride in doing it. That makes a big difference in our game.” 

The Canadiens have no reason to panic. But the need to find that pride 
has become quite urgent. 
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Matiss Kivlenieks' presence felt on Columbus Blue Jackets' opening night 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Elvis Merzlikins made sure Matiss Kivlenieks was with him Thursday 
night.  

The Blue Jackets goalie took the ice for pregame warmup before the 
team’s season-opener at Nationwide Arena wearing Kivlenieks’ No. 80 
jersey, complete with “Kivlenieks” nameplate on the back.  

“It was my most important night," said Merzlikins, who made 36 saves in 
the Blue Jackets' 8-2 victory over the Arizona Coyotes. "Wearing (his 
jersey) in warmups, especially, his last name ... it was a weird feeling. It 
was like he was there with me. I mean, this game was my most important 
game and I’m definitely going to remember it forever, this game.”  

Merzlikins didn't just wear Kivlenieks' jersey for warmups.  

Rather than wearing his own No. 90, the net-minder came back for player 
introductions wearing Kivlenieks' No. 80 with a "Merzlikins" nameplate on 
the back.  

Merzlikins could also look up to view Kivlenieks’ No. 80 on a large, blue 
banner, take a skate behind each net to see “80 painted into the ice and 
look at his teammates “80” helmet stickers for a remembrance of 
Kivlenieks, who died at age 24 on July 4 in Novi, Michigan when struck 
by a fireworks mortar shell at the home of Blue Jackets goaltending 
coach Manny Legace.  

Kivlenieks was memorialized with a July funeral in Upper Arlington, when 
Legace and Merzlikins both delivered moving eulogies. Thursday night 
was about remembering Kivlenieks’ life again with a pregame ceremony 
that included the announcement of an $80,000 donation to the Latvian 
Ice Hockey Federation for its “Kivi’s Kids” initiative and a ceremonial puck 
drop featuring the late Latvian goalie’s family. 

His mother, sister, stepfather and aunt – who traveled from Latvia – were 
introduced before heading to center ice to meet Blue Jackets captain 
Boone Jenner and Coyotes alternate captain Andrew Ladd. 

"We played for him tonight," Oliver Bjorkstrand said of Kivlenieks. 
"Obviously, it was very emotional with everything going on, but this was 
for him and I think we did a good job with finishing off this game in a good 
way for him.”  

News:Blue Jackets sign goalie Elvis Merzlikins to five-year, $27 million 
extension 

Jenner made the move of the night after the ceremonial puck drop, 
bending to a knee and giving Kivlenieks’ sister a hug.  

Watching from his crease, Merzlikins flashed a big smile.  
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Blue Jackets' Emil Bemstrom bitten by injury bug again 

Sharpshooting winger to miss 4-to-6 weeks with left oblique strain that 
happened Tuesday in practice. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Emil Bemstrom can’t catch a break.  

After rallying to earn one of the Blue Jackets’ final roster spots, the team 
announced Thursday the 22-year old forward was placed on injured 
reserve and will miss an estimated four-to-six weeks with a left oblique 
strain.  

It’s the latest setback for Bemstrom, who has struggled to meet lofty 
scoring expectations since his arrival in 2019 from the Swedish Hockey 
League. It’s another injury setback, as well, continuing a trend that has 
plagued the start of his NHL career.  

Bemstrom’s rookie season (2019-20) was marred by a 12-game absence 
with an upper-body injury. Last season, he missed nearly half of the 
abridged 56-game schedule (21 games) with an ankle injury.  

Now he’s dealing with this, which makes Bemstrom's goal of becoming 
an “impact” player this season more challenging. Despite making the final 
roster cut Sunday, Bemstrom wasn’t part of the team’s lineup for the 
season-opener Thursday at Nationwide Arena 

He and rookie Yegor Chinakhov were the Jackets’ two extra forwards 
and coach Brad Larsen said it was imperative to find playing time for the 
rookie. Bemstom scored four goals in the preseason and finished last 
season with three in 20 games — all scored in one game for his first 
career hat trick. 

He's now out of the mix until he's done with another lengthy recovery 
process. 

The Blue Jackets did not immediately recall anybody from the Cleveland 
Monsters to take Bemstrom’s place. Liam Foudy, Justin Danforth and 
Kevin Stenlund were the last forwards assigned to the Monsters.  

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 10.15.2021 

1222595 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Despite dire predictions, Columbus Blue Jackets feeling upbeat to open 
season 

Most publications are predicting gloom and doom for Columbus, but the 
Jackets sense opportunity when the puck drops on a new season 
Thursday night. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The Blue Jackets’ training camp was focused on opportunity.  

They have new coaches, new strategic systems, new teammates filling a 
locker room with a new design, and now a new season will begin 
Thursday night at Nationwide Arena. It’s a fresh start, ripe with 
opportunities, and the Blue Jackets are eager to get it started.   

Others are a bit more skeptical. Actually, a lot more.   

Michael Arace: With a seismic shift in personnel, Columbus Blue Jackets 
begin new era 
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Predictions of gloom and doom are raining down on Columbus from 
virtually every corner of the hockey universe as this season gets rolling, 
so there’s no shortage of external motivation for the Blue Jackets to pull 
from — should they choose to embrace it.  

“I don’t really read what people write,” said defenseman Zach Werenski, 
who will now wear an alternate captain’s ‘A’ on his jersey. “Obviously, we 
know what people have said and things like that, but as players you can’t 
really read into it too much. We know what we have in that room. We’ve 
shown it a lot throughout the preseason.”  

Fair point, so let’s talk about the preseason.  

The Blue Jackets played eight preseason games and finished with a 
respectable 4-3-1 record. They averaged 3.5 goals per game, a big jump 
from the 2.4 they averaged last season, but also allowed 3.5 per game, 
an increase of 3.3 from last season.  

Those were just preseason games, including half played with only a 
handful of NHL players in the lineup. Predicting anything about the 
Jackets’ fate in regular season off exhibition games would be foolish, but 
it shouldn’t be discounted entirely. There’s certainly a chance this team 
will score more goals than it did the past couple years, along with a 
chance more goals will be allowed.  

After trades moved about half of the former lineup to new teams in the 
past year, not to mention former John Tortorella assistant Brad Larsen 
taking over as coach, this iteration of the Blue Jackets comes pre-
packaged with a ton of uncertainty.  

They might surprise by staying competitive within the Metropolitan 
Division, despite going into the season with 18-year Cole Sillinger 
centering the third line, or they might bottom out again.  

Either way, the Jackets are going into it with positive vibes.  

“We should be more excited about our group,” said Werenski, who was 
one of three new alternate captains named Tuesday along with new 
captain Boone Jenner. “We’re a fast team. A lot of young guys. It should 
be an exciting year for us. We have high expectations … at least I do. I 
know Boone does, our leadership group does. We think we can win and 
do some big things this year, and we’re just excited to get it going.”  

Nearly everybody else disagrees. Strongly.  

At fivethirtyeight.com, Columbus is expected to finish of 28th out of 32 
teams and second-to-last in the Metropolitan Division. The site sees the 
Blue Jackets finishing with 83 points, a goal differential of minus-27, a 
20% chance of making the playoffs and less than 1% chance of winning 
the Stanley Cup.  

And that’s one of the more optimistic outlets. In fact, that’s downright 
bullish compared to The Hockey News, NBC.com’s Pro Hockey Talk 
blog, Dailyfaceoff.com, The Athletic and USA Today, which all say the 
Blue Jackets will finish last in the Metro.  

The Los Angeles Times has them second-to-last in their division, 27th in 
the publication’s NHL power rankings, grouped with teams in a category 
dubbed, “Wait ‘til Next Decade.”  

So, it’s not pretty for the Blue Jackets outside of Columbus and not 
exactly picturesque outside of their own facilities. But they’re not just 
going to throw their hands up and succumb to dire predictions either.  

“We’re always trying to make the playoffs,” Larsen said. “If I ever stood 
up here and said we’re OK not making the playoffs, we’re in trouble. And 
if you ask the players, they want to make the playoffs … so people are 
going to say what they’re going to say and I can’t control the narrative on 
that. All I can do is try to prepare our team and that’s all we should be 
focusing on.”  

The Arizona Coyotes are up first, a team expected to struggle even more 
than Columbus, followed by the expansion Seattle Kraken on Saturday. 
It’s the start of a new season and new era for the Blue Jackets, who see 
nothing but new opportunities on the horizon.  
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Michael Arace: With a seismic shift in personnel, Columbus Blue Jackets 
begin new era 

 

Michael Arace 

 

The Blue Jackets have had two epochs since the dawn on the 21st 
century, when they began life as an expansion franchise. Thursday night, 
when their 21st season gets underway with a game against the Arizona 
Coyotes, marks the beginning of the Third Epoch.  

The First Epoch opened with the heady honeymoon years of the early 
aughts.  

NHL opening night 2021: Columbus Blue Jackets upbeat for season 
despite pundits' gloom 

On opening night in 2000, a few players who were in the lineup — 
namely, Geoff Sanderson, David Vyborny and Espen Knutsen, Ron 
Tugnutt — turned out to be all-time favorite Jackets.  

On opening night in 2002, Mike Sillinger made his Jackets debut. His son 
Cole was born in Columbus the following May.  

On opening night in 2004, Rick Nash made his NHL debut and scored a 
goal in a 2-1 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks.  

One swoon turned into another and everyone fainted.   

Blue Jackets:Michael Arace: Is the Metropolitan the toughest division in 
the NHL? It well may be 

First Epoch: Doug MacLean era 

The First Epoch might be best defined by its middle — or, its center, if 
you will. After an owners’ lockout killed the 2004-05 season, then-GM 
Doug MacLean used the No. 6 overall pick to take center Gilbert Brule 
instead of center Anze Kopitar in the ‘05 draft.  

Of all the players selected in what was known as “the Sidney Crosby 
draft,” Kopitar’s career numbers are second to only Crosby’s. Kopitar is a 
future Hall-of-Famer.  

Kopitar would have satisfied the most glaring need of the First Epoch: a 
center to feed Rick Nash. That is hindsight, but it is limpid, luminous, 
transpicuous and unblurred hindsight. It is what GMs are paid to see.  

Brule, beset by injuries early in his career, was traded by MacLean’s 
successor, Scott Howson, for Raffi Torres in 2008. Brule played 146 
games in the Union Blue.   

The Jackets lost 299 games over their first seven seasons. Add in 
overtime losses, and the number is 338. A once-promising dawn — 
Nationwide Arena was filled to capacity, or something close to it, until the 
“Sidney Crosby” draft — went dark. A generation of fans left the building.   

It was a decade before they had a winning record and made the playoffs 
(in 2009, when coach Ken Hitchcock whipped them down the stretch). 
But that mild success was fleeting.  

Second Epoch: Davidson, Kekalainen, Tortorella 

The Second Epoch began with the arrival of hockey-ops president John 
Davidson, GM Jarmo Kekalainen and, after a minute, coach John 
Tortorella. They had a low bar to clear. They made progress.  

The first season for the new brass was the lockout-halved season of 
2012-13, when the Jackets should have tanked for a draft shot at Nathan 
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MacKinnon but instead won 15 of their last 17 games, missed the 
playoffs by a point and wound up with Alexander Wennberg.  

Over the next six seasons, the Jackets went 261-192-39, had their first 
50-victory and 100-point seasons, made the playoffs four times and 
finally won a round. Their earth-shaking sweep of the mighty Tampa Bay 
Lightning in 2019 was, and remains, the high-water mark of team history.   

Blue Jackets:New and improved: Motivated Patrik Laine a 'different guy' 

In the second round, the Jackets lost in six to the Boston Bruins, and a 
debate ensued over Kekalainen’s “all-in” strategy with free agents. I think 
it was worth it. It raised the bar, at the very least. It took courage.  

After the exodus, John Tortorella may have put in the best coaching job 
of his career when he pushed the 2020 Jackets past the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the qualifying round inside the Toronto bubble.  

The Blue Jackets forced to embark on a new era 

Then came the beginning of the end of the Second Epoch, in the first 
game of the first round of the playoffs proper, at 10:57 of the fifth 
overtime. Brayden Point scored to lift the Lightning to an epic 3-2 victory. 
It was Aug. 11, 2020.  

The denouement came earlier this year when the Jackets finished a 56-
game season with 38 losses, including OTLs. Kekalainen, rejoined by the 
prodigal Davidson, gutted the roster, and piled up picks and prospects. 
They looked ahead. They used a telescope.  

Blue Jackets:After 10 seasons in Philadelphia, Jakub Voracek happy to 
return to Columbus 

What the Jackets are espying is a “Sidney Crosby draft” or two. Maybe 
they got lucky in the last draft, when they picked up centers Kent 
Johnson and Cole Sillinger. Or maybe, with two more first-round picks in 
2022, they land their next superstar.  

Is there an Evgeni Malkin in there? A Kopitar? A Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews? Alexander Ovechkin? Steven Stamkos? Crosby? Only 
time will tell.  

Compared to the last opening night, back in January, the Jackets’ roster 
has turned over by a half. The Norris Trophy candidate, the former No. 3 
overall pick — a center, no less — just to name a few, have moved on or 
been moved out.  

Never before has there been such a seismic shift — a fault line that tips 
so hard to toward the future — in Columbus. This is the Third Epoch, and 
Cole Sillinger, for one, is in the lineup on opening night. It may or may not 
lead to the Stanley Cup. But now it starts.  
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Five observations: Blue Jackets honor Matiss Kivlenieks, rout Coyotes in 
emotional opener 

 

By Aaron Portzline Oct 15, 2021  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 8-2 win 
over Arizona on Thursday in Nationwide Arena: 

1. Honoring ’80’ 

Coach Brad Larsen pulled the Blue Jackets together in the dressing room 
after Wednesday’s practice to prepare them — as best as possible — for 
Thursday’s pregame memorial honoring the life of goaltender Matiss 
Kivlenieks. 

Just think about the difficult balance this is to strike. Every season opener 
comes with enormous fanfare and adrenaline, but the Blue Jackets still 
needed to be emotionally present to pay respects to their fallen former 
player. 

“There is no secret, no playbook,” Larsen said. “You can talk about it, but 
until you go through it. 

“Every guy is going through something different, too. From Elvis and our 
goalie coach Manny (Legace) to players who were close or not as close, 
and some new faces who are oblivious to some of this stuff. 

“There’s a different dynamic when you’re going through this stuff. There 
are no right words. That’s why I wanted to talk about it Wednesday, just 
get in front of it a little bit, do it more intimately, rather than on a game 
day.” 

When Kivlenieks’ family walked onto the ice to drop the ceremonial first 
puck, you could feel the emotional weight in the building. A number ’80’ 
banner was lifted high above the bench area where it will remain all 
season. 

And when Blue Jackets rugged captain Boone Jenner knelt to embrace 
Kivlenieks’ younger sister … emotions ran high in Nationwide Arena. 

FOR MATISS.    PIC.TWITTER.COM/8VWLWUEVPL 

— NHL (@NHL) OCTOBER 14, 2021 

The Blue Jackets played as if it were an extension of the tribute to 
Kivlenieks. They played this game in his honor, said Oliver Bjorkstrand, 
who scored two goals. Elvis Merzlikins, who wore Kivlenieks’ No. 80 for 
this game, called it “my most important game.” 

It was the most goals ever scored by the Blue Jackets in a season 
opener, and the largest margin of victory in an opener. 

2. Merzlikins was magnificent 

You wouldn’t expect the goalie to be the story in an 8-2 win, but 
Merzlikins was tremendous on a night when you wondered if he’d be able 
to hold it together. Merzlikins viewed Kivlenieks not as a friend or a 
teammate, he has said, but as a brother. 

“It was my most important game,” Merzlikins said. “I was obviously a little 
nervous because I didn’t want to embarrass the number (80) in my first 
and last game that I wear that number here in Columbus. So, it was hard 
to start. 

“It was hard to start, but I’m happy and proud of myself that mentally I 
could handle it. And obviously the team, they helped me. They helped 
me right from the start. We knew that they were going to push because 
they are a really fast team, but all team forwards, defensemen, 
everybody, they knew how important the game was for me. So, they 
were there for me.” 

Merzlikins had 36 saves, including a sprawling, pray-for-your-groins save 
to turn away a Coyotes’ three-on-two rush in the second period. 

FOR TONIGHT’S SEASON OPENER VS. ARIZONA, G @MERZLY30 
WILL BE WEARING NO. 80 IN HONOR OF MATISS KIVLENIEKS. 
#KIVI #CBJ PIC.TWITTER.COM/Q7MGZE28H5 

— CBJ PUBLIC RELATIONS (@BLUEJACKETSPR) OCTOBER 14, 
2021 

“Elvis was really good for us,” Larsen said. “Who knows where that was 
going to go for him. He was very emotional with Kivi’s thing.” 

Merzlikins took matters into his own hands to clear his crease when the 
Coyotes started getting physical after whistles, and the rest of the Blue 
Jackets players seemed to take his cue. They were combative in the final 
two periods when Coyotes players came hard for rebounds. 

“That’s got to be part of us,” Larsen said. “We have to step in for each 
other, whether it’s just playing for Elvis or your teammates. There are big 
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guys on the other side, too. We want to make sure we’re pushing back, 
also.” 

When the game ended, Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski played 
the part of departed veteran Nick Foligno (who now plays in Boston), 
sharing a robust hug with Merzlikins to the roar of the crowd. 

Werenski delivered a message to Werenski as they embraced. 

“He was proud of me. That’s what he said,” Merzlikins said. “But every 
single player said that to me in the locker room, because again, the 
feeling what you have inside, it’s not your legs that are shaking. 

“It’s just your whole body shaking inside. From outside, you didn’t see it, 
but from inside, it was shaking, everything, and it’s something that you 
can’t control because there is big emotions.” 

3. Domi’s back, with a splash 

Max Domi wasn’t expected to play this season until November or 
December, but his return from shoulder surgery was not only early but 
triumphant. 

Domi had one goal, two primary assists and a plus-3 rating in only 13:23. 
He had a club-high seven shot attempts (three on goal) and three 
takeaways. 

“I’ve got the best job in the world. I’m playing in the NHL,” Domi said. “No 
offense to you guys. I’m sure you love your jobs, too. I might be biased, 
but playing in the NHL is a huge privilege and definitely an honor. 

“It takes a lot of work and a whole team behind you. Just trying to enjoy 
every single moment, every single day and I definitely don’t take a day 
for granted. It’s a lot of fun. So, I definitely enjoyed myself tonight.” 

Only 40 seconds into the game, Domi shoveled a puck toward the net 
that Alexandre Texier deflected past Coyotes goaltender Carter Hutton. 

Then, 35 seconds into the second period, Domi fired a tight-angle shot 
from the left of the cage and earned an assist when Boone Jenner 
gathered it and scored. 

Domi’s goal made it 7-1 at 8:48 of the third period. It started from the 
Jackets’ own zone when rookie Cole Sillinger batted the puck out of the 
air and started off to the races. 

“I was lucky enough to hit it out of the air, so the whole way down it was a 
foot race,” Sillinger said. “The whole way down I hear Domes say, ‘Silly, 
behind ya, behind ya’ so I just tried to take body position and tap the 
puck behind my legs. 

“He was right there. He’s gonna score that shot. It was a great shot.” 

4. Sillinger’s debut 

Sillinger became the fourth-youngest player to debut for the Blue 
Jackets, and he didn’t have to wait long for it to be official. He was in the 
starting lineup. 

“When (Larsen) announced starting lineups in the room and he 
announced our line … for sure, it woke me up a little bit,” Sillinger said. 

“Off the draw, it took a while for that puck to drop. Domi gave the 
opposing guy a shove. But it was good. I won the draw to Jenner and he 
snapped it back. It was good to win my first ever NHL faceoff.” 

MAX DOMI IS UP NEXT! HE MAKES IT 7-1 BLUE JACKETS!#CBJ | 
@IDLIVESIMPLY PIC.TWITTER.COM/I2MBHHYD1V 

— CBJ RADIO (@CBJRADIO) OCTOBER 15, 2021 

Sillinger’s assist on Domi’s goal was his first NHL point. He played 13:36, 
had three shots on goal, won 4 of 5 faceoffs and had two hits. 

“It took me a couple of shifts for sure to realize I was playing my first 
game in the NHL, but as the game went on, I got more comfortable,” 
Sillinger said. “It was everything I expected, but even more. 

“The guys were great, very supportive of me. They just gave me a tap on 
the butt and said to enjoy it. They said they really remember their first 
game, but it happens like a blur, so I tried to take it all in tonight.” 

Sillinger played on a line with Jenner and Domi. Jenner, playing his first 
game as Blue Jackets captain, scored a goal and won 12 of 19 faceoffs. 

Domi called Jenner “one of the best teammates he’s ever had.” He had 
high praise for the 18-year-old Sillinger, too. 

“I’m so happy for him, so proud of him,” Domi said. “He’s such a great 
kid. So humble. He works as hard as anyone I’ve played with, so I’m very 
happy for him and he’s going to have a very, very long successful career 
and he’s going to get better and better every single day, especially with 
that mentality. 

“He’s got a lot of confidence, a lot of swagger but you’d never know it. 
Like I said, he’s very humble and I was lucky to play with him tonight.” 

5. Snacks 

Bjorkstrand (2-2-4) had the first four-point night of his career, despite 
playing only 12:58. … Texier’s goal was not quite the fastest Blue 
Jackets’ goal scored in a season opener. On Oct. 4, 2001, Geoff 
Sanderson scored 31 seconds into a win over St. Louis. … Good news 
for Texier, though. He hadn’t scored since Strasbourg was in Germany. 
He went the final 42 games of last season without scoring, then scores 
40 seconds into this season. … Sean Kuraly and Andrew Peeke each 
had fights. Kuraly fought Ryan Dzingel at 17:50 of the second period, 
while Peeke and Lawson Crouse tied up at 18:46 of the third. … Larsen 
had a hard time getting his arms around this one. “I’ve never been part of 
an 8-2 game like that,” Larsen said. “Just being honest. I’ve won 3-2 
when the goalie made 50 saves, strange stuff like that. But 8-2? 
Everything was going in at the right time, Elvis was great. Happy to win. 
Happy for the guys. Happy for Elvis. Matiss’ family. The fans, they’re 
back, they’re having a blast. You score eight goals at home, that’s fun. 
Everybody’s having a riot. We have a lot of work to do tomorrow to figure 
some things out before Saturday.” … Larsen said the player did 
“something” for him after the game to commemorate his first NHL head 
coaching win, but he wouldn’t share it publicly. 
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Cole Sillinger, at age 18, ready for NHL debut as new-look Blue Jackets 
open season 

 

By Aaron Portzline Oct 14, 2021  

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Minutes before the Blue Jackets take to the ice for 
their season opener, veteran Jakub Voracek plans to look after 18-year-
old rookie Cole Sillinger. Voracek, entering his 14th NHL season, has 
learned to read the play and the players. 

Sillinger, the youngest player in the NHL this season, will become the 
fourth-youngest player to debut for the Blue Jackets when they host the 
Arizona Coyotes at 7 p.m. Thursday at Nationwide Arena. 

“I’ll probably chirp him a little bit,” Voracek joked. “That always helps. 

“Everybody handles it differently. Some guys you can talk to and they 
relax, but some guys it makes more nervous. I’m sure he’s got a lot of 
advice already. I’m sure he’ll be ready. First two shifts and then he’s 
ready.” 

The Blue Jackets completely transformed their roster over the summer, 
shipping out yet more veteran players and undertaking a rebuild-on-the-
fly approach that has brought several new faces to the organization. 
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Five players will be making their Blue Jackets debut tonight — forwards 
Sean Kuraly, Grégory Hofmann, and Sillinger, and defensemen Jake 
Bean and Adam Boqvist. Voracek, who spent the first three years of his 
career with the Blue Jackets, is back after a decade with the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

But it is Sillinger, taken No. 12 not even three months ago in the NHL 
draft, who will grab much of the spotlight. 

“It’s going to be something very special, not only for me but for my whole 
entire family and everybody who’s helped me get to this point,” Sillinger 
said. “It’s a big stepping stone in my career, for sure. 

“I feel comfortable. I feel ready. (Thursday) is going to be a good day.” 

Sillinger’s parents, former NHL center Mike Sillinger and his wife Karla, 
traveled to Columbus from Phoenix on Wednesday and will attend the 
game tonight, along with Cole Sillinger’s agent, Craig Oster. 

The Sillingers have two older hockey-playing sons at Bemidji State in 
Minnesota, but Owen, a senior, and Lukas, a sophomore, can’t attend 
the game. They’ve got their own big plans: a weekend series vs. North 
Dakota. 

When Sillinger takes the ice — he’s skating on the Blue Jackets’ third line 
between wingers Boone Jenner and Max Domi — the Sillingers will 
become the first father-son duo to play for the Blue Jackets. Mike 
Sillinger played 155 games for the Jackets in their first and second 
seasons (2001-02, 2002-03) as a franchise. 

“We’re pretty freakin’ proud of the kid, absolutely,” Sillinger told The 
Athletic. “It’s going to be a special night. My wife, she’s gonna have tears 
in her eyes, absolutely.” 

Asked if he’d have any advice for Sillinger before the game, first-year 
Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen promised a brief message. 

“Just have fun,” Larsen said. “That’s it. 

“He’s a smart player. You don’t want to fill his head with a whole lot. Just 
be competitive, work your tail off and have fun, because you only get one 
first game.” 

The Blue Jackets couldn’t wait to draft Sillinger this summer, and he’s 
done nothing to dissuade their excitement. He lit up the NHL prospects 
tournament in Traverse City, then came to NHL training camp and played 
a two-way game that’s well beyond his years. 

He opened camp on the No. 1 line between the Blue Jackets’ top 
forwards, Patrik Laine and Voracek. He spent two games between 
veteran wingers Gustav Nyquist and Oliver Bjorkstrand. And as camp 
wound down, he settled in with Jenner and Domi, combining with Domi 
on a beautiful goal in the preseason finale vs. Pittsburgh. 

The Blue Jackets have had young phenoms before. What’s unique about 
Sillinger, though, is he doesn’t need to make highlight-reel offensive 
plays to contribute. He can impact a game on many levels, which is rare 
for a teenager. 

As this preseason moved along, more and more scouts watched Sillinger 
play against NHL opponents, as the league wondered if he were ready 
for the league. A few of them called Mike Sillinger on their way out of the 
rink. 

“Yeah, quite a few of them,” Mike Sillinger said. “They were raving about 
his play, which was good to hear. 

“We wanted to give him some space, right? We didn’t want to be those 
parents. We didn’t go to Traverse City, didn’t come to Columbus during 
camp … he’s a mature kid and he was in good hands, so we knew he’d 
figure it out. 

“But, yeah, we’d talk to him every couple days, and if he had a question, 
I’d try to help him with it. We watched all of the preseason games, of 
course, and it felt like he adjusted pretty well. It’s been exciting to follow 
along, and now this.” 

In 20 previous seasons, only three Blue Jackets have gone directly from 
the draft to an NHL roster the following fall: Rick Nash in 2002, Dan 
Fritsche in 2003 and Nikita Filatov in 2008. 

Most Canadian players go back to major junior for at least one season 
before they stick in the NHL. Mike Sillinger, for instance, was sent back 
to the Regina Pats twice after Detroit made him the No. 11 overall pick in 
1989. 

Voracek, the No. 7 pick in 2007, went back to Halifax. 

“I had a pretty good training camp, but I don’t think I was ready to play in 
82 games against men,” Voracek said. “That extra year of growth 
obviously helps, but when you have a kid who’s physically ready and 
talented enough to make the team, why not? 

“He’s pretty physical. He’s strong on his stick, which is really important. 
That’s what everybody’s going to look at, how good is he defensively and 
how good is he in battles, because offensively he’s very talented.” 

The Blue Jackets will monitor Sillinger closely all season. Truth be told, 
his development is more important than any amount of success the club 
can muster in 2021-22. If he starts to look overwhelmed, they can send 
him to AHL Cleveland or back to his junior club in Medicine Hat. 

Kekalainen has said he’d be made available to Team Canada for the 
world juniors if he isn’t playing significant minutes in Columbus. 

“We’re going to do what’s best for him,” Larsen said. “His development 
isn’t going to take a backseat to anything.” 

The Sillingers arranged for Cole to live in New Albany with family friends, 
Greg Henchel and Liza Kessler. Mike Sillinger met Henchel when he 
played for the Blue Jackets, and they’ve maintained a friendship lo these 
many years. 

During his eight years in Columbus, Jarmo Kekalainen and his family 
have become friends with Henchel and Kessler, too. 

“It’s the perfect place for him to live right now,” Kekalainen said. “He’s 
with good people. He’s going to get the proper nutrition, guidance and 
discipline, if he needs it, which I doubt.” 

This Blue Jackets’ season should be measured by more than simply wins 
or losses. The games should be watched with one eye toward a bright 
future, and Sillinger is a big part of that. 

In that sense, the future begins Thursday. 

“I’ll have some nerves,” he said. “It’s my first NHL game. If I didn’t have 
nerves I’d think there was something going on with me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sluggish and sloppy, Maple Leafs can't overcome 
energized Senators on Tkachuk Day 

 

Luke Fox 

 

KANATA – Mere minutes before puck drop and mere hours after blessing 
young impact forward Brady Tkachuk with the second-richest contract in 
Ottawa Senators history, Pierre Dorion could not stop smiling. 

On Tuesday night, cost-conscious owner Eugene Melnyk loosened the 
purse strings and flashed his general manager the greenlight to lock 
Tkachuk up long-term. 

“I’ve felt as powerful as I’ve ever felt,” Dorion beamed. And later: “We got 
the Leafs tonight.” 
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That power surge might have transferred directly from Dorion to his 
skaters when the giddy executive high-fived Tim Stützle before his pre-
game nap. 

The Sens came flying out of the gates in their home opener Thursday, 
blowing the zone, pouncing on their Ontario rivals’ mistakes, and 
overworking Toronto goaltender Petr Mrazek to the point of injury his 
Leafs debut. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Leaning into a noisy (yet not-quite-sellout) crowd at Canadian Tire 
Centre, the home side directed three pucks past the Czech netminder 
before the buzzer had sounded mercifully on the first period. 

Chris Tierney guided one in with his foot. Former Leaf Tyler Ennis (who 
arrived in town on a PTO) tipped a power-play point shot with his torso, 
and Alex Formenton’s dagger arrived with just 1.4 seconds left on the 
clock. 

Sluggish during their season-opening back-to-back, and sloppy a night 
later, Toronto has now dug itself a hole before the nine-minute mark in 
both of its games. 

“We weren't ready from the drop of the puck, and that was disappointing. 
It caught us off-guard, frankly, because it wasn’t an issue for us 
whatsoever through pre-season and obviously not the way we want to 
come out,” coach Sheldon Keefe had said of Wednesday’s comeback 
win over Montreal. 

“Now you come on the road here, playing against a fresh team that you 
know is going to be ready. They're going to be excited to play here today. 
We have to be sharp.” 

And then the coach delivered some foreshadowing: “We didn't give up 
very much from the 10-minute mark of the first period on. But it could’ve 
been over before it started.” 

This one was. 

Remaining Time -1:03 

Tierney scores first goal of season for Senators, a redirect vs. Maple 
Leafs 

A poor own-zone giveaway from Pierre Engvall, some listless feet on 
blended lines, and a stand-on-his-head, 46-save performance by Ottawa 
goaltender Anton Forsberg resulted in a 3-2 loss for the Maple Leafs and 
a joyous Tkachuk Day in Kanata. 

“We had a lot of guys who didn't have as much gas in the tank here 
today,” Keefe said. 

Credit Sens coach D.J. Smith for getting the NHL’s cheapest Opening 
Night roster jolted from jump. 

“Tremendous coach,” Keefe said. “He did a really great job with that 
group last season. If that season ends up going 82 games, they’re 
pushing for a playoff spot.” 

Injury piled on insult when Mrazek — who settled down nicely in the 
second — limped down the tunnel and did not take the ice for the final 
frame. 

Forty minutes into his Leafs career, Mrazek is out with a groin injury, the 
severity of which is not yet known. 

“We just don’t want it to be serious,” Tavares said. “You hate to see it, 
especially in his first outing. And we weren't great in front of him.” 

Jack Campbell performed admirably in cold relief, and the Leafs pushed 
back aggressively with pretty goals from former Senator Jason Spezza 
and a dialed-in William Nylander. 

Alas, Ottawa’s powerful push over the first 19:59 was all it took to secure 
the win. 

“We gotta start the way we ended,” Nylander said. 

For the Leafs, this one was over — and then it started. 

“It's early in the year, so let’s not make something too big of a deal, but 
you want to find your identity as a team. And obviously we've had two 
slow starts in a row,” Spezza said. 

“We don't want to make a habit of starting slow, but it is something that 
will be addressed.” 

Round Two of the Battle of Ontario goes Saturday night in Toronto. 

Who knows? Tkachuk might be able to shimmy his way into the lineup for 
that one. 

Fox’s Fast Five 

• Keefe on Engvall’s costly turnover: “Pierre was a star for us last night. 
It’s tough to do on back-to-back nights. It’s tough to find that level of 
consistency in your game. That’s a tough play by Pierre there. But there’s 
a lot of game left. You have to bounce back from it.” 

• Tavares rarely rips the refs but described his last-minute hooking 
penalty on Connor Brown as “brutal.” His coach agrees. 

“We've seen the memos on [enforcing] the cross-checks, and the guys 
are well aware of that. They're adjusting to that,” Keefe said. “But I 
haven't seen the memos on not being able to lift guys’ sticks.” 

• Nick Ritchie isn’t making a significant impact yet for a big forward 
brought in and given a prime offensive opportunity alongside Mitch 
Marner and John Tavares. 

“You're finding your way, coming from pre-season hockey into this 
hockey, where it's quicker, it's more competitive [and] chances are harder 
to come by,” Keefe said, remaining patient. “But he's just been in the 
league a long time, and we'll figure that out.” 

• Fun new tradition in Kanata. The Sens faithful aren’t booing; they’re 
bellowing, “Zuuuuub!” every time defenceman Artem Zub touches the 
puck. 

• Sens No. 1 Matt Murray did not backup Forsberg Thursday because 
he’s been hit hard by a cold that’s running through the Ottawa dressing 
room. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Beatdown in Buffalo, slow start to season leaves 
Canadiens concerned 

 

Eric Engels 

 

The Montreal Canadiens are coming home with zero points in the bank 
through their first two games of the season—a dreaded result for a team 
that needed to get off on the right foot to quell the many doubts spurred 
by tremendous turnover of the roster over the last few months and some 
unexpected drama to cap the off-season. 

It was anticipated life would be tough for this team with Phillip Danault 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi gone to different markets, with Shea Weber too 
injured to continue his career, with Carey Price checking into the 
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NHL/NHLPA player assistance program just days out from the puck 
dropping in Toronto, and with Joel Edmundson, Paul Byron, Mike 
Hoffman and Sami Niku sidelined to start the season. 

But it wasn’t supposed to be as hard as it appeared in back-to-back 
losses to the Maple Leafs and Buffalo Sabres on Wednesday and 
Thursday, respectively. 

It’s early, and it’s typically wise not to overreact to what you see in the 
first 10 games of an 82-game season, let alone what you see in the first 
two. Case in point: while the Canadiens were getting pumped 5-1 to the 
draft lottery favourites in Buffalo, the Leafs were getting blanked 3-0 in a 
game they inevitably lost 3-2 to an inferior Ottawa team and the reigning, 
two-time Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who got stomped 
6-2 by the Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin-less Pittsburgh Penguins on 
opening night, gave up six in a game they barely managed to pull out 
over a Detroit Red Wings team that won just 19 of 56 games last season. 

But even if there’s no cause for panic in Montreal, Canadiens fans have 
reason to be concerned. If coach Dominique Ducharme abandoning his 
line combinations after the fourth period of the season didn’t make that 
clear, well… 

When asked after the loss what he was most troubled by, Ducharme 
responded, “The whole thing.” 

Watching the Canadiens flatline to start Thursday’s game after losing 2-1 
in Toronto 24 hours earlier probably didn’t sit too well with him. 

They gave up the first seven shots of the game, several odd-man rushes, 
and a couple uncontested shots that led to goals for Kyle Okposo and 
Zemgus Girgensons before 18 minutes had been played. 

We don’t know what was said in the dressing room at intermission, but 
the message was pretty clear on the ice thereafter. Artturi Lehkonen 
moved up from the fourth line to bump Cole Caufield out of his spot next 
to Nick Suzuki and Tyler Toffoli on the first, and Caufield lined up next to 
Jake Evans and Brendan Gallagher and pushed Joel Armia into 
Lehkonen’s original spot. 

“We were better at the beginning of the second,” said Ducharme, “but 
then the penalties cost us.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

After taking two in the first period and allowing Girgensons to capitalize 
on one of them, the Canadiens took three minors in the second and 
allowed yet another power play goal. 

They finished the night having allowed three of them on six opportunities, 
and their own work with the man-advantage was hardly better than it was 
a night prior, when they went 0-for-4 and frankly embarrassed 
themselves on an extended five-on-three. 

Samuel Montembeault, the newly acquired backup goaltender to backup-
turned-starter Jake Allen, could’ve been the silver lining in this game—a 
parachute for a Canadiens team in freefall—but he wasn’t. The first goal 
the 24-year-old allowed was a wrist shot from 45 feet out, and there were 
a couple of more he’d have probably liked to have had back. 

Not that this result was on Montembeault, who was playing his first NHL 
game since before the pandemic shut down the 2020 season. 

“We didn’t help him much—especially with the amount of penalties,” said 
Ducharme. 

In fairness, the Canadiens didn’t help Montembeault at all. 

“We didn’t put in the work to be the team celebrating right now,” said 
Gallagher. 

The Canadiens’ alternate captain summed up what should be taken 
away from the loss to the Sabres and this perilous start to the season 
quite well, saying, “These points at the beginning of the year are critical, 

you don’t want to put yourself in a hole. So obviously, to start 0-and-2, 
there’s a lot of urgency in the next one.” 

You expect to see it from him, from Toffoli, Suzuki and Caufield (who are 
supposed to deliver top-end offence but have combined for zero points 
so far) and from an entire defence corps that appears discombobulated. 

Ducharme made some changes there, too, against the Sabres, with Alex 
Romanov taking Brett Kulak’s place next to Jeff Petry and Chris 
Wideman taking shifts with Ben Chiarot as the night wore on. 

Not that it helped. 

“We were bad in every way, including the way we competed,” said 
Ducharme. “We didn’t play to our team identity.” 

You know, the one that carried the Canadiens to within three wins of the 
Cup last July. 

Gallagher offered the remedy. 

“For us to have success, we’re good when we’re mentally sharp and the 
other team has no time and space and we’re harder to play against,” he 
said. “We’ve got to up our physicality and be a tougher team to play 
against. We need to get rid of those opportunities we’re giving up. 
There’s way too many odd-man rushes and we’re putting guys in tough 
situations. We’ve got to be smarter, we’ve got to be mentally sharper, 
and we’ve got to play a tighter game.” 

Perhaps the Canadiens can do that on Saturday, when they open the 
Bell Centre to the New York Rangers. Best to avoid turning a dreaded 
start into a disastrous one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets, Merzlikins honour Kivlenieks with dominant 
win over Coyotes 

 

David Morassutti 

 

There wasn't a dry eye at Nationwide Arena as the Columbus Blue 
Jackets raised No. 80 to the rafters to honour the memory of goaltender 
Matiss Kivlenieks. 

His team came through with a dominant performance against the Arizona 
Coyotes, winning 8-2 in their season opener. 

Wearing Kivlenieks' No. 80, Elvis Merzlikins honoured his fellow 
countryman stopping 36 of the 38 shots he faced. He even took a 
moment after the game to acknowledge his former teammate with a 
gesture to the sky. 

Merzlikins admitted that there was a few mental hurdles he had to 
overcome heading into the game especially with emotion from the pre-
game ceremony. 

"It was my most important game," Merzlikins told reporters. "I was 
obviously a little nervous because I didn’t want to embarrass the number 
for my first and last game that I wear that number here in Columbus. 

"...I slept really bad last night, I was really nervous, I knew I would be 
emotional, it was hard to focus, hard to dial in and be in the moment. On 
the blue line when I see the family coming out, I started crying...it wasn't 
easy." 

During the off-season, the 24-year-old Kivlenieks tragically lost his life in 
a fireworks accident on July 4. He was, by all accounts, a remarkable 
human who had grown into being a promising goaltending prospect in the 
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Blue Jackets system, and his death had a far-reaching impact within the 
organization. 

The organization invited members of his family for a pre-game ceremony 
where they unveiled a banner with Kivlenieks' name and number on it. 
Over the last few days, there have been numerous tributes for the young 
netminder. 

The Blue Jackets Foundation announced that it was donating $80,000 to 
the Latvian Ice Hockey Federation for its "Kivi's Kids" initiative. This was 
started in honour of Kivlenieks with the money going towards clinics and 
to provide equipment for young goaltenders in his native country. 

Behind the home net at Nationwide Arena, the Blue Jackets painted No. 
80 and also had his jersey on display in the arena. 

No one on the team was impacted more by the death of Kivlenieks than 
Merzlikins. 

Merzlikins invited Kivlenieks to live with him and the two formed a strong 
bond. Merzlikins often compared Kivlenieks to a little brother and was 
going to ask him to be his daughter's godfather just before he passed. He 
recently explained to ESPN's Emily Kaplan that the grief from Kivlenieks' 
has been tough to process. 

"Sometimes you don't control it, it just hits you," said Merzlikins. "I'm 
totally fine, then I'm sitting outside in patio and drinking my scotch and 
looking at the sky, and you start thinking about him, and miss him ..." 

Going into the season, the 27-year-old said his focus was to honour 
Kivlenieks by going all-in to be the best goalie in the NHL and win the 
Vezina Trophy. 

Merzlikins wore a purple suit inspired by Kivlenieks' love for the Joker 
which he had painted on his goalie mask. As he stepped onto the ice for 
pre-game warmup, Merzlikins was wearing a jersey with Kivlenieks name 
on the back along with No. 80. 

Merzlikins wasn't the only person to pay tribute to Kivlenieks by wearing 
his number as Pierre-Luc Dubois, the former Blue Jackets centre, 
changed his number from 13 to 80 this season. 

The AHL's Cleveland Monsters, where Kivlenieks played 85 games over 
four seasons, are also paying tribute with the No. 80 emblazoned behind 
the net. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Brady Tkachuk cap comparables: Can Senators star 
exceed expectations? 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

Brady Tkachuk’s 2021-22 campaign is already off to a scorching start. 

The Ottawa Senators winger inked a new seven-year, $57.5-million 
contract Thursday ahead of his team’s home opener against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

“Brady possesses a very dynamic skill set and is a prototypical power 
forward in today’s NHL,” Senators general manager Pierre Dorion said in 
a press release. “He scores goals, he plays physical and exemplifies 
what it means to be a pro for all players in our organization.” 

The Sens named Thomas Chabot, Connor Brown, Nikita Zaitsev and 
Nick Paul as the team’s leadership group on Thursday, and Tkachuk will 
also wear an ‘A’ this season. 

Tkachuk led Ottawa with 36 points in 56 games one season ago and his 
17 goals would have put him on course for a third consecutive 20-goal 
season had 2020-21 been a full schedule. 

The St. Louis native was selected by the Sens fourth overall in 2018 and 
already has an impressive 125 points in 198 career games. 

An obvious comparison to Tkachuk’s new deal is the eight-year, $62-
million contract Andrei Svechnikov signed with the Carolina Hurricanes in 
August. 

Svechnikov, 21, was selected two spots ahead of Tkachuk in 2018 and 
leads that draft class in games played (205) and points (140). Tkachuk, 
22, ranks second in both of those categories and he leads in goals (60) 
and penalty minutes (250). 

The key difference between the two deals is Svechnikov received eight 
years and Tkachuk only seven, which resulted in a slight cap hit variation 
– Svechnikov’s AAV is $7.75 million, while Tkachuk’s works out to a tad 
over $8.2 million per year. 

Both players are coming off their entry-level contracts and these 
substantial cap hits come with lofty expectations. 

You’ll see why when you read the names of some other forwards in their 
early- to mid-20s currently on contracts with similar cap hits and term to 
both Svechnikov and Tkachuk. 

• Nico Hischier (22) seven years, $7.25M cap hit through 2027 

• Clayton Keller (22) seven years, $7.15M cap hit through 2028 

• Sebastian Aho (23) five years, $8.46M cap hit through 2024 

• Kirill Kaprizov (24) five years, $9M cap hit through 2026 

• Kyle Connor (24) seven years, $7.142M cap hit through 2026 

• William Nylander (25) six years, $6.962M cap hit through 2026 

• David Pastrnak (25) six years, $6.666M cap hit through 2023 

• Leon Draisaitl (25) eight years, $8.5M cap hit through 2025 

Nick Suzuki, 22, will also join this group when the eight-year extension he 
signed with the Canadiens kicks in and Montreal begins paying him his 
$7.875 million AAV. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames chasing wrong side of history with dubious 
Opening Night streak 

 

Eric Francis 

 

The last time the Calgary Flames got off to a good start, Matthew 
Tkachuk was playing peewee hockey in St. Louis. 

His father, Keith, was still an NHLer. 

So was Miikka Kiprusoff, who outdueled Roberto Luongo for the Flames’ 
last opening night win, sealed by a Brandon Prust winner, a Dion 
Phaneuf empty-netter and a 29-minute effort from Jay Bouwmeester. 

The year was 2009. 

The club has since embarked on a dubious run of 11-straight opening 
night losses, shattering the previous NHL record of seven held by the 
Minnesota North Stars and Buffalo Sabres. 
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It is the longest active streak in the four major sports, three ahead of the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

In fact, it’s just two opening losses away from the all-time record shared 
by the Memphis Grizzlies (2001-2013) and the Cleveland Browns (2005-
2017). Chasing the wrong side of sports history. 

But then, chasing is what has largely defined the Calgary Flames of late. 
Pinning more than a decade of season-opening humiliation on the 
current bunch is hardly fair, but this core group is chiefly responsible for a 
troubling trend of poor starts that have had the Flames on their heels to 
not only open games, but to open the first couple weeks of the season. 

Case in point, when asked about the team’s slow starts, Noah Hanifin 
sought clarification on whether the question was about games or 
seasons. Both have been a problem, to say the least. 

“I can’t remember once since I’ve been here we’ve had a good start and 
put us in a good spot the first 10 or 15 games,” said Tkachuk, who 
arrived in 2016. 

“Even the year we ended up winning the west (2018-19) we were .500 
(ten) games in.” 

Johnny Gaudreau doubled down, pointing out he hadn’t witnessed a solid 
start in his seven years in Calgary. 

“I don’t know why,” said Gaudreau, whose club is seven opening night 
losses ahead of second place Arizona. 

“We’ve been through a few different coaches, so it’s not that. Maybe 
we’ve just got to bear down and realize how important those first ten 
games are to get off to a good start and make sure you’re feeling good. 
In the past we haven’t done that. It would be great for our team to finally 
do that and get a good start instead of trying to catch up.” 

Over the last decade, the Flames have never had more than five wins in 
their first ten games. 

Not once. 

It continually sets them up for an exhausting chase the rest of the 
season, made tougher by the good ol’ loser point. 

All of which brings us to Rogers Place Saturday night, where the Flames 
will try to snap their historic string against its opening night kryptonite. 

The Flames started the 11-game slide in 2010 with a 4-0 loss in 
Edmonton, which was one of three opening night setbacks in the string 
that have seen them outscored 14-4 by their provincial punch buddies. 

“That’s gonna be a huge game and then we’ll go on a long road trip – 
something we haven’t done in over a year, going to the U.S. and playing 
on a long road trip,” said Noah Hanifin. “We can’t focus on the past. It’s a 
new year. We’ve got to be prepared.” 

The roadie is a five-gamer out east that follows Monday’s home-opener 
against the Ducks. Not ideal. 

“The schedule really isn’t in our favour really – we’ve got a lot against 
us,” said Tkachuk. “But we have to be playing playoff hockey in the 
regular season. I know that first game in Edmonton they aren’t going to 
be easing into it up there.” 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Flames haven’t played since Friday’s final exhibition game, while the 
Oilers got their feet wet with a season-opening win Wednesday. You can 
bet the hosts will be ready. 

Given the Flames' recent history in October it’s tough to blame fans 
who’ve been bracing for the worst since the schedule came out. 

Former Flames coach Bill Peters often referred to first-period 
embarrassments as “not showing up on time.” 

Try that against Connor McDavid at your peril. 

“We just need energy right away,” said Sean Monahan, one of many core 
players looking for a bounce-back season after missing the playoffs last 
year. 

“The last couple years I don’t think we were great to start seasons. I think 
this year is different. We have a different mindset. Camp has been 
different, the intensity is there right now. There are a lot of guys on this 
team that have something to prove.” 

Indeed there are, and the man in charge of helping them, coach Darryl 
Sutter, is notorious for his preparation and how he helps players focus on 
the moment. 

“It’s up to the players to be prepared and dialled in from the start,” said 
Elias Lindholm. 

“Obviously you want to be that team that comes out of the gate strong 
and wear the other team down for a couple minutes. I feel like the last 
couple years we’re letting the other team score first and we’re on our 
heels until the third when we start to play and chasing the game, which is 
tough.” 

As Hanifin added, “It sucks when you’re behind the eight-ball at the 
beginning of the season.” 

It sucks worse to make history, for all the wrong reasons. 

Flames last ten season starts: 

• 2011-12 – 4-5-1 

• 2012-13 – 3-4-3 

• 2013-14 – 4-4-2 

• 2014-15 – 5-4-1 

• 2015-16 – 2-7-1 

• 2016-17 – 4-5-1 

• 2017-18 – 5-5 

• 2018-19 – 5-5 

• 2019-20 - 5-4-1 

• 2020-21 - 4-5-1 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' urgency in Stanley Cup window offers 
lessons for Blue Jays 

 

Shi Davidi 

 

TORONTO – Jason Spezza broke into the NHL as a 19-year-old with the 
Ottawa Senators in 2002-03, appeared in three games as his team 
advanced to the Eastern Conference final and immediately assumed 
every season was going to be just like that one. 

Nearly two decades later, the 38-year-old centre knows better than to 
take the type of extended win-now window he graduated into for granted. 
He lived through the rise and fall of an NHL team’s competitive cycle over 
11 years with the Senators, experienced ups and downs during five 
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seasons with the Dallas Stars and is now back for a third try with the 
Stanley-Cup-or-bust Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Better than most, he understands the stakes, the opportunity and how 
fleeting it all can be. 

“It's important if you're a veteran player to impart that wisdom on guys 
and not just with your words,” Spezza says in an interview ahead of the 
Maple Leafs’ curtain-raising 2-1 win over the Montreal Canadiens on 
Wednesday. “Every young player has heard, ‘Wow, this might be my last 
chance’ or ‘This may be our last look, you never know when another one 
comes around.’ But to expect a 22- or 23-year-old guy to actually believe 
that is a little bit difficult. The way that I can impart that is by my work 
ethic and how you approach games and the level of consistency and 
seriousness to the situation. … 

“It’s important that you talk about it and more so act the way you have to 
act when you're a team that has championship aspirations.” 

Are the Maple Leafs finally ready to leave postseason demons behind? 

That, of course, applies across the board for any sports team intent on 
winning the last game, and is evident in the Maple Leafs’ urgency the 
past five seasons in trying to leverage a core initially built around Auston 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander and Morgan Rielly, and later 
augmented with captain John Tavares. 

While it can feel like there’s time for a talented group to find its way, the 
clock moves fast and legitimate opportunities can dissolve quickly. In 
some ways, it feels like yesterday that an on-the-rise Leafs team pushed 
the Washington Capitals in a six-game playoff series where each contest 
was decided by a goal, five of them in overtime. 

Afterwards, a breakthrough felt imminent and inevitable. 

Four more first-round playoff losses later, and the competitive window is 
far more tenuous, underlining both the importance of locking up a core 
for multiple chances at a run, and the risk in simply trusting talent to 
eventually win out over time. Every legitimate win-now season is 
precious, a lesson the Toronto Blue Jays brass 650 metres west of 
Scotiabank Arena, should heed after missing out on the MLB post-
season by one game, a painful missed opportunity at the front end of 
their competitive window. 

31 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

While it’s very much true that the Blue Jays will have other chances, the 
same applied to the Maple Leafs of 2016-17, and they’re still here trying 
to take the next step. 

“We're fortunate that a lot of the core, Auston, Mitch, Willie, Morgan, Jake 
(Muzzin), John, has been able to stay together because I think you can 
see the motivation in their eyes and their approach – but I don't think you 
want to look at it as there are more opportunities,” says Spezza. “You 
have to take it as this is our last chance because the reality is with the 
salary cap, it gets tricky to keep teams together. Even with teams that 
win, they all get blown up the following year or two years down the road. 
So sustaining success becomes difficult and in order to do it, you 
probably have to have different people coming in and out. We're 
fortunate to have the same core of star players, but now we've added a 
whole bunch of different role guys along the way and it's our job to propel 
our star guys and help them get to the promised land.” 

The Blue Jays, even under a very different financial system, will soon 
face a dilemma in trying to keep their core together similar to the one 
faced by the Maple Leafs a few years back, when they concentrated 
roughly half of their salary cap space on Matthews, Tavares, Marner and 
Nylander. 

Locking up Vladimir Guerrero Jr., and Bo Bichette may require more than 
half a billion dollars, at least based on the precedent-setting extension 

signed by Fernando Tatis Jr., last spring, the time is nigh to nail down 
Teoscar Hernandez long-term, George Springer is already on the books 
at big dollars and re-signing Marcus Semien or another star to replace 
him will require another nine-figure commitment. 

Accomplishing all that while leaving enough financial flexibility to 
successfully fill in around them is essential, and will ultimately be the 
difference between success and failure. 

It’s then that the margins between reaching the mountain’s peak and 
getting stuck on the way up become achingly thin. The drops can be 
sudden and precipitous, too, something Spezza remembers well from 
2007, when after years of knocking on the door, the Senators reached 
the Stanley Cup final before losing in five to the Anaheim Ducks. 

“Arguably our team in ‘06 (which lost in the second round) was probably 
better than our team in ‘07, but we lost some players after ‘06 and then 
we were a more mature team because we've kind of been through a 
playoff loss together and that got us to the final,” says Spezza. “Then the 
following year, we had a great start, we put so much emphasis on the 
start of the season and then we had a bad second half and ended up 
getting swept by Pittsburgh and then the next year we missed the 
playoffs and it just kind of closed the window on us without us really even 
expecting it. Then they made some moves, different guys come in, it 
doesn't work, a new coach and next thing you know you're kind of 
rebuilding without even really wanting to rebuild. So it can happen quick. 
I've learned from that for sure.” 

Pivotal for the Maple Leafs this year will be to learn from their 
experiences since that auspicious series with the Capitals in 2017. 
Consecutive seven-game losses to the Boston Bruins were followed by 
even more excruciating losses to the Columbus Blue Jackets in a best of 
five two years ago and the still fresh setback to the Canadiens after going 
up 3-1 in the series. 

Spezza sees some parallels between the Maple Leafs now and the 
Senators at the start of his career, good regular-season teams struggling 
to get it done in the playoffs, and recalls how in Ottawa, “I wanted to be 
part of the group that broke us through … that pressure is why you play 
sports.” 

“The year that I lost in the final might have been the most upset I've ever 
been at any point of my career, because you're so close to it,” says 
Spezza. “Really, only one team leaves happy at the end of the season. 
And if you leave happy just by winning a round or two, your mind is in the 
wrong place. We're playing to win. That's important. And you can look at 
it as a negative that we've had all these playoff failures here, but it's more 
an opportunity, like, ‘Wouldn't it be great to be the group that breaks 
through and can win in the playoffs?’ To have a team that we're confident 
that we have that ability to do that to me is a great opportunity. You can 
look at it as a negative that you're carrying around the baggage of the 
past. But to me, that baggage is only going to make it even sweeter for 
us when we can have success.” 

That’s the type of outlook the Maple Leafs need to embrace, one that will 
serve them well now that their latest pursuit of such validation is 
underway. The Blue Jays, for the time being, are largely free of that extra 
load, but need only to look across the way for a reminder of just how 
quickly things can change. 
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TSN.CA / Mrazek makes Leafs debut as team seeks better start 

Maple Leafs goaltender Petr Mrazek will make his first regular-season 
start for Toronto tonight against the Ottawa Senators, an opponent he's 
had plenty of success against, Mark Masters writes. 
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By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a media availability at Canadian Tire Centre on Thursday ahead of 
tonight’s game against the Ottawa Senators. 

will make his Leafs debut tonight against an opponent he's had plenty of 
success against. The Czech native is 7-1-2 with a .920 save percentage 
against the Ottawa Senators in his career.  

played well last night, stopping 31 of 32 shots in a 2-1 win and it's now up 
to Mrazek to hold serve as this new goalie tandem system gets going.  

"More of the same," said coach Sheldon Keefe when asked what he's 
looking for in net. "It's a great chance for Petr here. He's had a good pre-
season, a good camp. Jack's coming off a great performance yesterday 
and we're looking for more of the same." 

Campbell's best work came in the first 10 minutes last night as the Leafs 
struggled to find their legs against the Montreal Canadiens. A better start 
tonight against the rested Senators is a point of emphasis.  

"We got to be ready," Keefe stressed. "I mean, we weren't ready from the 
drop of the puck and that's disappointing. Caught us off guard, frankly, a 
little bit because it wasn't an issue, whatsoever, through pre-season. 
Obviously, not the way we want to come out, especially on home ice. 
Now, you come on the road here playing against a fresh team that you 
know is going to be ready, they're going to be excited to play here today. 
We have to be sharp. So, that was not nearly good enough ... it could've 
been over before it started." 

led the Leafs in scoring in the playoffs (five goals and three assists in 
seven games) and the winger picked up right where he left off in 
Wednesday's season opener against the Montreal Canadiens. Nylander 
scored the game-winning goal via a beautiful snipe on .  

"That was sweet," said defenceman 

. "Really good patience and picked his corner really nicely. You love to 
see it." 

Why did Nylander delay slightly before shooting?  

"I don't know, it just happened," the 25-year-old insisted. "It's just what 
happened out there. I didn't really plan on doing anything. It's just the 
way it unfolded." 

"Clutch goal for us," said Keefe. "It's what you need. When you get a 
chance like that with one of your best players, you're expecting him to be 
able to capitalize. He did just that. It was a great hand off there between 
he and Mitch [Marner]. Mitch had a lot of poise to hang onto the puck and 
get us organized and then a good line change and then Willy's right on 
the ball. As soon as he hits the ice, he's ready to go."  

Five-on-five shot attempts favoured the Leafs 21-7 when Nylander was 
on the ice giving him the best CorsiFor percentage on the team, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com. Nylander finished the night with five shots on net.  

"Will was good in a lot of other areas so a very positive sign for him and 
us," Keefe said.  

With 

(left wrist) sidelined, has moved up to the top-line centre spot leaving 
Nylander to drive the second unit alongside Alex Kerfoot and 

. And, so far, Nylander is stepping up. Keefe is rewarding him with more 
ice time. Nylander played 18 minutes and 18 seconds on opening night. 
Last season, he averaged 16 minutes and 36 seconds per game. 

'That was sweet': Nylander picks up right where he left off 

William Nylander led the Leafs in scoring in the playoffs and the winger 
picked up right where he left off in Wednesday's season opener against 
the Habs. "That was sweet," said defenceman Justin Holl of Nylander's 

game-winning goal. "Really good patience." Nylander credited his 
instincts. "I didn't really plan on doing anything," he insisted, "it's just the 
way it unfolded." 

It was also a good season opener for 

, who cracked Toronto's opening-night lineup for the first time in his 
career. The 25-year-old is getting more of an opportunity following the 
injury to Ilya Mikheyev, who suffered a broken thumb on Saturday and 
will be out eight weeks.  

Engvall is getting power-play time for the first time in the NHL and 
responded with a man-advantage marker on Wednesday. Engvall also 
scored in both pre-season games he played in last week.  

"He's been shooting the puck with so much confidence," said Campbell, 
"and he's got such a heavy shot so it's no surprise they're going in now. 
He's super confident and we need him to keep carrying that confidence 
into the next game." 

Engvall seemed to find instant chemistry with linemates and Czech 
mates 

and . That trio was fed a steady diet of defensive-zone starts and saw a 
lot of the 

line.  

"We're starting in the d-zone and trying to play them tough there and not 
give them much and then use our skill and speed to create offence and I 
think we showed that," Engvall said. "We played hard down there, but 
always got a lot of offensive shifts." 

The communication on the line is still a work in progress, though.  

"They speak Czech," Engvall said with a grin. "I don't know Czech, but I 
think I'm going to learn fast, catch up some words." 

"He had a really strong game," said Keefe. "Skated well. Scored us a big 
goal on the power play. Gave us a lot of great shifts. Had some tough 
assignments, you know, playing against some of their top people and 
starting in our own end a lot of the time." 

Keefe was so impressed with the new-look third line that he sent them 
over the boards in the final minute to defend a 2-1 lead. That move 
nearly  backfired, though, when Engvall needlessly iced the puck with 12 
seconds left.  

"He was really good," Keefe said before breaking into a smile. "So good 
that we'll give give him a pass for shooting at the empty net there." 

'Seabiscuit' Engvall plays so well that Keefe forgives empty-net icing 

Pierre Engvall made the most of his opportunity to play on Toronto's third 
line alongside Czech mates David Kampf and Ondrej Kase. The speedy 
Swede scored a power-play goal and was on the ice late defending a 2-1 
lead. "Really good," coach Sheldon Keefe said of Engvall's effort. "So 
good that we'll give give him a pass for shooting at the empty net there." 

--- 

Defenceman 

, a healthy scratch last night, will be on the ice for warm-up.  

"We have a decision to make towards the end of warm-ups once we get 
a feel for guys," Keefe said. 

Projected Leafs lines for tonight's game in Ottawa:  

Ritchie - Tavares - Marner  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Spezza - Amadio - Simmmonds 

Rielly - Brodie  
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Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Dermott  

Mrazek starts  

Campbell  

Scratch: Liljegren 

Injured: Matthews (writ), Mikheyev (broken thumb) 

TSN.CA LOADED: 10.15.2021 

The Senators open at home Thursday night against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 
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USA TODAY / Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog suspended 2 
games for boarding Blackhawks' Kirby Dach 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Gabriel Landeskog landed an eight-year, $56 million contract with the 
Colorado Avalanche right before the longtime captain hit free agency. 

Now he'll have to give up part of that. 

The NHL's Department of Player Safety announced Thursday that 
Landeskog would be suspended two games for a boarding infraction 
against Kirby Dach during Wednesday night's 4-2 victory against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. He forfeits $70,000 in pay. 

Dach, who finished the game, was down on one knee when Landeskog 
slammed him into the boards during the third period.  

"Dach … is defenseless in this situation, sliding along the ice with little 
ability to evade or brace for contact," the league said in a video 
explaining the suspension. "Landeskog has enough time to recognize the 
situation his opponent is in."  

Landeskog, who had a goal and an assist in Wednesday's game, had 
three prior suspensions: four games for cross-checking in 2017, three 
games in 2016 for cross-checking and two in 2015 for an illegal check to 
the head. 

With Landeskog's suspension, the Avalanche face the possibility of being 
without two members of their top line during their next game on Saturday. 

Nathan MacKinnon has tested positive for COVID-19 and is in protocol. 
He could return for the game if he has enough negative tests beforehand. 

Senators' Brady Tkachuk signs 

The Ottawa Senators announced a seven-year, $57.5 million contract for 
forward Brady Tkachuk hours before their opening game. 

Tkachuk, who missed training camp, has led the team in scoring the past 
two seasons, including 36 points in 56 games last season. 

 


