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Canes forward Nino Niederreiter is playing with extra motivation this season. Here’s why 

By Chip Alexander 

When people talk about the Carolina Hurricanes, many bring 
up the power of Andrei Svechnikov, the craftiness of Teuvo 
Teravainen, the determination of Sebastian Aho, classy play 
of Jaccob Slavin, speed of Martin Necas and the leadership 
of the captain, Jordan Staal. 

Talk contract and it usually centers on Svechnikov’s eight-
year, $62 million extension, or what Necas could earn after 
this season. Or the offer sheet contract for Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. Or what the New Jersey Devils gave Dougie 
Hamilton to lure he defenseman away from Carolina after 
last season. 

Overlooked, it seems, is Nino Niederreiter. 

Niederreiter, 29, is in the final year of a contract and due to 
become an unrestricted free agent after the 2021-22 season. 
He, too, has a lot of play for, financially and professionally, 
as the veteran forward seeks a first Stanley Cup 
championship. 

The Canes opened a new season Thursday with what 
amounted to a team flex, scoring a 6-3 victory over the New 
York Islanders at PNC Arena. It was a team win in every 
sense as 12 players had points and everyone in a Canes 
sweater contributed. 

“Everybody was energized,” Niederreiter said after the game. 

Svechnikov, called dominant by Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, had two goals and an assist in being named 
the game’s first star. Teravainen had a goal and assist and 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo, in his first game with the 
Canes, had two assists. 

Niederreiter’s contribution: a goal, five of the Canes’ 41 shots 
and four hits. He scored on a power move in the second 
period despite having a 250-pound backpack, Isles defender 
Zdeno Chara, hooking and pushing him from behind. 

“He’s a big man and it took everything I can to get to the net,” 
Niederreiter said, grinning. 

Niederreiter’s goal at 11:28 of the second was reviewed and 
then, after being awarded, challenged by Isles coach Barry 
Trotz for goaltender interference. But the goal counted, the 
Canes led 4-2 and Neiderreiter in the end had the game 
winner. 

Neiderreiter’s line, centered by Staal, had a pair of goals as 
the Canes displayed their offensive balance. Winger Jesper 

Fast redirected a shot by Slavin to score in the first with 
Niederreiter screening goalie Ilya Sorokin. 

Trotz said after the game that the Canes like to fire shots 
from every angle and funnel everything to the net, saying, 
“They cause a lot of havoc.” 

That’s where you’ll usually find Niederreiter, staked out 
around the net. He’s strong at 6-2 and 218 pounds and 
knows how to best use his man muscle. 

Havoc, he likes. A likable guy off the ice, quick with a smile, 
he plays the game with an edge, and No. 21 often is seen in 
the middle of scrums. 

Niederreiter led the Canes with 16 even-strength goals last 
season and many came from getting to what Trotz called the 
“loose change” around the crease. His 20 goals in 56 games 
ranked second on the team behind Aho’s 24. 

Niederreiter’s trade to the Hurricanes for forward Victor Rask 
came Jan. 17, 2019, after he fell out of favor with then-
Minnesota Wild coach Bruce Boudreau. He helped end 
Carolina’s long playoff drought that season but said he did 
not like the way he played in the 2019-20 season that was 
disrupted by COVID-19. 

When the 2020-21 season cranked up in January 2021, 
Niederreiter was ready, his offseason training apparent. The 
Swiss-born player, who has hopes of competing in the 2022 
Beijing Olympics, had a solid training camp leading up to 
Thursday’s opener for a new season. 

Niederreiter’s contract, signed with the Wild, has paid him an 
average of $5.25 million a year. The Canes have young, 
skilled forwards such as Seth Jarvis and Jack Drury waiting 
to play. A decision -- re-sign Niederreiter or let him leave -- 
will come after the season. 

“Being in the last year of your deal is always a little tricky,” 
Niederreiter said during training camp. “You think a lot of 
different things. It stays in the background. At the end of the 
day you have to focus on yourself and do the little things 
right and go from there.” 

NEXT GAME 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes at Nashville Predators  

When: Saturday, 8 p.m.  

Where: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville.  

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WMCM-99.9 FM.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2021 

 

 

 
 

Full House: Canes Fans Pack PNC Arena For Team's Regular Season Opener 

Over 18,000 flocked to the Canes home facility Thursday 
night to celebrate a new hockey season in Raleigh 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - 18,680 was the officially announced 
attendance Thursday night inside PNC Arena, a sell-out 
crowd as the team started their 2021-22 schedule in the win 
column. 

From the time the parking lots opened at 4 p.m. until 
moments after the team's players launched themselves into 
the glass to complete their first storm surge of the season, 
the feeling of a party-like atmosphere carried through the 
arena's complex. 

Even Andrei Svechnikov made note not only once (Bally 
Sports second intermission interview), not twice (three stars 
interview), but three times (post-game media), that he loved 
coming to the rink, seeing the fans already tailgating and 
cooking barbecue. Not many teams in the NHL can say that 
one select cuisine is such an integral part of environment 
that one of the team's star players is shining light on it on 
numerous occasions throughout one of the biggest games of 
the entire year, but that's what makes our group so unique, 
isn't it? 

One of those Caniacs with an array of delicious foods was 
Logan Burns, who has Flex Pack seats in Section 323. "We 
showed up around 4:30 with our barbecue, some hockey 
sticks and a ton of family and friends," he stated. "The 
atmosphere is so friendly, and the tailgates have to be top in 
the league. Nobody does it better." 

With many fans heeding the advice of arriving early due to 
the extra traffic because of opening day for the North 
Carolina State Fair (more on that in a bit), you could see the 
fun being had from all over, even before any tickets were 
scanned. And when the doors did open, the concourses 
became filled, the fun continued and eventually it was 
showtime. 

"I've been to so many openers and they always have a 
unique feel to them," Robert Leonard, a Season Ticket 
Member from Section 334 shared. "The player-by-player 
introduction is always my favorite part. The standing ovation 
for Rod Brind'Amour was not only deserved, [but it] was 
absolutely the moment of the night." 

The applause for the team's head coach was deafening - 
equal to, if not great than to that of the Canes six goals 
throughout the evening. In addition to those moments, there 

were plenty of other opportunities for the raucous crowd to 
come together in unison. 

"Hearing all the familiar chants, from 'Cheaters Never Win' to 
the 'Let's Go Canes' reminded me that things really are 
getting back to normal," Katy Fontaine from Section 217 
shared. "The fans are back and we're ready to prove we're 
the loudest house in the NHL." 

Exhibit A indeed shows that PNC Arena would likely would 
have given any building around the NHL a run for its money 
Thursday. 

Now, while the good times certainly well outweigh the 
mishaps of the evening, we'd be remiss in sharing that the 
organization is cognizant of the issues with parking and 
concessions throughout the evening. A learning lesson in 
both departments, discussions are already being had 
internally on how to improve both areas for the future. 

What some may not be aware of is that if the Canes hadn't 
held their regular season opener Thursday night at PNC 
Arena, the team's first home contest may not have come for 
several weeks. When the NHL kicked off their regular season 
slate Tuesday, Harry Styles had already been booked for a 
sell out crowd of his own at the building. Wednesday nights 
in the NHL are nationally televised exclusive evenings, so 
unless the club is selected to play, which of course the 
Canes were not, that was not an option. The organization 
understood that there would be logistical headaches in 
holding game one the same night as the opening of the 
North Carolina State Fair, however, again, if they hadn't the 
next earliest option would have been October 25, thus 
meaning the team would've started away from Raleigh for 
two consecutive weeks and the first time to bring a hockey 
crowd out would have been on a Monday. 

The first day of the State Fair is historically the lowest 
attended day by the tens of thousands of people, so when it 
boiled down to a bit of a parking hiccup for the final few 
thousand making their way to the rink or not playing at home 
for potentially another two weeks, the first option was 
victorious. 

Again, by no means overshadowing the overall fun of the 
night, there was indeed some science behind the decisions 
that unfortunately caused trouble for some in one area. 

As we move ahead to the team's first road game of the night 
tomorrow in Nashville, we ride the momentum of yesterday's 
energy and look ahead to seeing one another again on 
October 25 when Toronto comes to town.
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Carolina visits Nashville after Svechnikov’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Nashville Predators 

Nashville, Tennessee; Saturday, 8 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Predators -109, Hurricanes 
-111; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The Nashville Predators host Carolina after 
Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 6-3 
win over the Islanders. 

Nashville went 31-23-2 overall in the 2020-21 season while 
going 18-10-0 at home. Goalies for the Predators compiled a 

.912 save percentage while allowing 2.5 goals on 31.1 shots 
per game last season. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall during the 2020-21 season 
while going 16-9-3 on the road. The Hurricanes scored 175 
total goals last season, 42 on power plays and seven 
shorthanded. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting of the season 
between the two teams. 

INJURIES: Predators: None listed. 

Hurricanes: None listed.

 

 

 

About Last Night: 1-0 

The Carolina Hurricanes started the season out with a win 
Thursday night in PNC Arena, beating the New York 
Islanders 6-3 in a commanding performance.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes got the season started out on the 
right note Thursday night in PNC Arena, beating the New 
York Islanders 6-3 in a thorough victory.  

The Canes went down 1-0 early but took a 2-1 lead into the 
first intermission, and battled throughout the lineup to beat 
their division foes.  

Here are some takeaways from Thursday’s commanding 
win: 

A (Jesper) Fast start 

One of the most intriguing things about any opening night 
game is seeing how ready a team is when the puck finally 
drops, and the Hurricanes looked ready to go from the very 
start. 

Carolina outskated and outplayed the Islanders for most of 
the first period, even despite going down 1-0. The Canes 
came out fast and strong, controlling the puck for the 
opening minutes and getting a few good chances that were 
turned away by Ilya Sorokin. 

The Islanders opened the scoring on a goal that was a near-
great save by Frederik Andersen (and given to New York via 

review two minutes later), but even that tally wasn’t 
representative of how the period went as a whole. 

Carolina, dominating the game, answered right back, as 
Svechnikov camped himself in front of the net and tipped in a 
point shot from Teuvo Teravainen. 

A few minutes later on an offensive zone faceoff win from 
Jordan Staal, Jaccob Slavin released a wrister that found the 
stick of Jesper Fast and subsequently the back of the net. 

As a team, the Canes outshot the Islanders 8-6 in the 
opening frame, and dominated pretty much every other stat 
across the board as well. The Hurricanes had a 65.52 team 
clip in CF%, and won the expected goals battle as well. 

And of course the Canes won the most important stat of the 
first period as well, heading into the first intermission with a 
2-1 lead in the game. 

Getting a season started on the right foot, especially with a 
lineup full of so many fresh faces, can be tough, but the 
Hurricanes looked excellent when the puck dropped. 

Some very special teams 

A big reason for the Hurricanes’ successes last year was the 
special teams play, and that certainly carried over into 
Thursday night’s season opener. 

On the power play, the Hurricanes went 2 for 5, but easily 
could have found a goal on any of the four man-advantage 
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opportunities. During 6:47 of power play time, the Canes had 
eight shots, four high-danger chances and had a CF% of a 
staggering 93.3%. 

With Dougie Hamilton gone, newcomer Tony DeAngelo 
quarterbacked the top unit and did a really great job in the 
role. He finished the game with a team-high five shots and 
two assists, with two of those shots and one assist coming 
on the power play.  

After three scoreless but positive power plays, the 
Hurricanes finally broke through with the man advantage in 
the third period on a clinical goal from Teravainen. 
Svechnikov threaded a beautiful cross-ice pass to 
Teravainen, who fed it back to DeAngelo, who got it back to 
the Finnish winger for the snipe. The Canes added an empty 
net power play goal as well.  

On the other side of the special teams equation, the 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill was absolutely stifling all night long. 
The Islanders went 0 for 3 with the man advantage, playing 
over five minutes of power play hockey without registering a 
single shot. 

“That was a big part of the game,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We only had one power-play goal, but I felt 
like every power play was dangerous and we could have had 
a couple more. So that was encouraging. And the kill looked 
good, solid. We know that in this day and age and this game, 
that’s the key. Special teams are huge, so it was good 
tonight.” 

The special teams were quite special on opening night, a 
great sign for a team with so many new pieces in key roles.  

A great showing from the fresh blue liners 

Three of the six members of Carolina’s blue line joined the 
team this offseason, with DeAngelo pairing with fellow 
newcomer Ian Cole and Ethan Bear taking over Hamilton’s 
spot as the partner to Slavin.  

And in their first games as members of the Hurricanes, all 
three of those new defensemen played really strong games.  

DeAngelo, along with his power play contributions, was 
stellar in defense, making a highlight-reel recovery play early 
in the game after misplaying a puck in the offensive zone.  

Cole was paired with DeAngelo, and together the two did a 
great job of shutting down some lower lines of the Islanders.  

Bear was with Slavin and played really well, picking up an 
assist early in the game, playing sound defense throughout 
and threading a wonderful breakout pass in the third period 
to Derek Stepan.  

The three blue liners played really well, with arguably the 
weakest pairing of the night being the one duo with previous 
experience playing together in Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce 

(though they spent most of the time against New York”s very 
talented top line). 

“The newer players, the guys that have joined us, I thought, 
played really well,” Brind’Amour said. “I was actually 
pleasantly surprised, other than a couple hiccups here or 
there. I felt like they looked like they’d been around for a long 
time.” 

Depth on display 

One of the biggest strengths for this Carolina team could be 
its depth, and that was on full display Thursday night in PNC 
Arena.  

“It’s nice when you can roll four lines and feel confident in 
them, have a fourth line with the veteran guys that we have 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “That means a lot to you. It’s a 
good first step, and we’ll get back at it again tomorrow. But 
it’s a nice win.” 

Defensively, the “third pairing” of DeAngelo and Cole were 
very good. Offensively, some of the depth players 
contributed in really big ways.  

Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast both scored goals, neither 
playing on the top line for the Canes, and the fourth line even 
contributed a stunning finish.  

This goal probably won't go on Nino Niederreiter's career 
highlight reel, but it counts. 

A fantastic shift from the fourth line of Jordan Martinook, 
Stepan and Steven Lorentz ended in a goal for Martinook, 
who got the puck into the corner before eventually picking it 
up off a bounce and netting it past Sorokin.  

Jordan Martinook, known sniper. 

The depth is very, very good for this Hurricanes team. All 
four lines have goal scorers, and all four lines have the ability 
to be on the ice in key moments and contribute. It’s a luxury 
for sure, and one that was on display in the season opener.  

“We’ve got a pretty deep team,” Teravainen said. “We’ve got 
all four lines that can score and play both ways. That’s how 
we want to play. When we do that, we have a pretty good 
chance to win.” 

Wrapping Up 

All in all, it was a great opening game for the Carolina 
Hurricanes Thursday night. There were some defensive 
lapses that could be cause for concern, and the goaltending 
from Frederik Andersen wasn’t phenomenal, but a 6-3 win is 
a great result.  

There’s a lot to build on for the Canes, who showed 
Thursday that a lot of the new additions to the team are the 
real deal.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Nashville Predators: Game Preview 

A blast from playoffs past. 

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (1-0-0) @ Nashville Predators (0-1-0) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 2 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 - 8 p.m. ET 

Bridgestone Arena — Nashville, TN 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: On the Forecheck 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

It’s a little early in the season for a playoffs rematch, but 
that’s what the schedule makers gave us, and so we’re just 
going to roll with it. The Hurricanes head to Nashville for the 
first of three consecutive road games (next week sees the 
team head north to Montreal). The last time these two teams 
saw each other, it was in the handshake line after an 
overtime goal from Sebastian Aho ended the Predators’ 
playoffs.  

The teams both look a little different now, but they’re meeting 
back at the scene of the crime as Nashville searches for its 
first win of the season. The Predators opened their season 
against the Seattle Kraken and very graciously allowed the 
expansion team its first franchise win.  

In the 4-3 loss to Seattle, the Predators surrendered goals on 
both penalty kills. While one game is obviously a fairly small 
sample, the Hurricanes have already found some success on 
the power play (two of the six goals against the Islanders 
came with the man advantage). It seems likely that they’ll get 
the chance to put in some work on the power play in tonight’s 
game, and some quick success there could easily tilt the 
game in the Hurricanes’ favor.  

Last season, Carolina went 6-2-0 against the Predators in 
the regular season, and of course went 4-0-2 against them in 
the playoffs. Both teams have seen some turnover since last 
year, but with each team’s core players returning, there’s 
bound to be some feelings spilling over still from previous 
matchups.  

The Predators have welcomed a few new faces this season: 
Cody Glass (formerly of Vegas) and Philippe Myers 
(Philadelphia) joined via trade, and backup goaltender David 
Rittich (Calgary) signed in free agency. Winger Viktor 
Arvidsson was traded to Los Angeles in July in order to allow 
the Predators to prioritize keeping other players during the 
expansion draft.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Predators 

Record 1-0-0 0-1-0 

Goals/Game 6.00 3.00 

Goals Against/Game 3.00 4.00 

Shots/Game 41.00 30.00 

Face Off Win % 55.2% 55.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 40.0% (9th) 50.0% (7th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 100.0% (6th) 0.0% (25th) 

ES Corsi For % 57.43% 52.17% 

ES PDO 100.83 100.50 

PIM/Game 06:00 11:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Juuse Saros 

Record 1-0-0 0-1-0 

Save % .893 .880 

GAA 3.00 3.05 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Dave Rittich 

Record 0-0-0 0-0-0 

Save % .000 .000 

GAA 0.00 0.00 

Game Notes 

 Is today the day Seth Jarvis makes his NHL debut? 
I think I’ll just keep asking that question until it 
happens. 
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 Predators defenseman Mattias Ekholm, the subject 
of trade rumors over the past year, has some added 
security in his role. Ekholm signed a contract 
extension on Wednesday, locking him in for four 
years at a $6.25 million dollar cap hit. He recorded 
23 points in 48 games last season.  

 AHL watchers will recognize some names on the 
Predators’ roster: Tanner Jeannot, Phillip 
Tomasino, and Alexandre Carrier all spent time on 
the Chicago Wolves last season. (For a refresher, 

Nashville’s affiliate in Milwaukee opted out of 
playing that season and loaned many of their 
players out to Chicago instead.) Seth Jarvis is the 
only current Hurricane who would have spent time 
sharing a team with them.  

 Did you know David Rittich signed with the 
Predators? Yeah, neither did I.  

 Related: It’s going to be very weird to watch a 
Pekka Rinne-less Predators team.

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255026452.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/full-house-canes-fans-pack-pnc-arena-for-teams-regular-season-opener/c-326881858 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-tennessee-nashville-carolina-hurricanes-677e28c1831c458e89d179d922cd5300 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/15/22727662/about-last-night-1-0 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/16/22729091/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-preview-broadcast-how-to-watch 
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Canes forward Nino Niederreiter is playing with extra motivation this 
season. Here’s why 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

When people talk about the Carolina Hurricanes, many bring up the 
power of Andrei Svechnikov, the craftiness of Teuvo Teravainen, the 
determination of Sebastian Aho, classy play of Jaccob Slavin, speed of 
Martin Necas and the leadership of the captain, Jordan Staal. 

Talk contract and it usually centers on Svechnikov’s eight-year, $62 
million extension, or what Necas could earn after this season. Or the 
offer sheet contract for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Or what the New Jersey 
Devils gave Dougie Hamilton to lure he defenseman away from Carolina 
after last season. 

Overlooked, it seems, is Nino Niederreiter. 

Niederreiter, 29, is in the final year of a contract and due to become an 
unrestricted free agent after the 2021-22 season. He, too, has a lot of 
play for, financially and professionally, as the veteran forward seeks a 
first Stanley Cup championship. 

The Canes opened a new season Thursday with what amounted to a 
team flex, scoring a 6-3 victory over the New York Islanders at PNC 
Arena. It was a team win in every sense as 12 players had points and 
everyone in a Canes sweater contributed. 

“Everybody was energized,” Niederreiter said after the game. 

Svechnikov, called dominant by Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, had two 
goals and an assist in being named the game’s first star. Teravainen had 
a goal and assist and defenseman Tony DeAngelo, in his first game with 
the Canes, had two assists. 

Niederreiter’s contribution: a goal, five of the Canes’ 41 shots and four 
hits. He scored on a power move in the second period despite having a 
250-pound backpack, Isles defender Zdeno Chara, hooking and pushing 
him from behind. 

“He’s a big man and it took everything I can to get to the net,” 
Niederreiter said, grinning. 

Niederreiter’s goal at 11:28 of the second was reviewed and then, after 
being awarded, challenged by Isles coach Barry Trotz for goaltender 
interference. But the goal counted, the Canes led 4-2 and Neiderreiter in 
the end had the game winner. 

Neiderreiter’s line, centered by Staal, had a pair of goals as the Canes 
displayed their offensive balance. Winger Jesper Fast redirected a shot 
by Slavin to score in the first with Niederreiter screening goalie Ilya 
Sorokin. 

Trotz said after the game that the Canes like to fire shots from every 
angle and funnel everything to the net, saying, “They cause a lot of 
havoc.” 

That’s where you’ll usually find Niederreiter, staked out around the net. 
He’s strong at 6-2 and 218 pounds and knows how to best use his man 
muscle. 

Havoc, he likes. A likable guy off the ice, quick with a smile, he plays the 
game with an edge, and No. 21 often is seen in the middle of scrums. 

Niederreiter led the Canes with 16 even-strength goals last season and 
many came from getting to what Trotz called the “loose change” around 
the crease. His 20 goals in 56 games ranked second on the team behind 
Aho’s 24. 

Niederreiter’s trade to the Hurricanes for forward Victor Rask came Jan. 
17, 2019, after he fell out of favor with then-Minnesota Wild coach Bruce 
Boudreau. He helped end Carolina’s long playoff drought that season but 
said he did not like the way he played in the 2019-20 season that was 
disrupted by COVID-19. 

When the 2020-21 season cranked up in January 2021, Niederreiter was 
ready, his offseason training apparent. The Swiss-born player, who has 
hopes of competing in the 2022 Beijing Olympics, had a solid training 
camp leading up to Thursday’s opener for a new season. 

Niederreiter’s contract, signed with the Wild, has paid him an average of 
$5.25 million a year. The Canes have young, skilled forwards such as 
Seth Jarvis and Jack Drury waiting to play. A decision -- re-sign 
Niederreiter or let him leave -- will come after the season. 

“Being in the last year of your deal is always a little tricky,” Niederreiter 
said during training camp. “You think a lot of different things. It stays in 
the background. At the end of the day you have to focus on yourself and 
do the little things right and go from there.” 
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With two goals and a sly smirk, the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov storms 
into a new season 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 15, 2021 8:31 AM 

 

He grinned afterward, a sly smirk that left no secret about how close he 
came. Andrei Svechnikov nearly pulled it off, given time and space 
behind the opposing net to cradle the puck on the blade of his stick and 
try for yet another of his lacrosse goals. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2021 

 

It would have, on opening night, brought down a house already more 
than ready to be brought down, a house full for the first time in 20 
months. The Carolina Hurricanes were on their way to a big win, and a 
third lacrosse goal from Svechnikov would have lit the fuse on utter 
mayhem. 

The New York Islanders’ Adam Pelech was late to sniff it out but not too 
late, and Svechnikov had to settle for an empty-net goal later to seal a 6-
3 win, his second of the night. He opened and closed the scoring for the 
Hurricanes, and whatever weight the $7.75 million man carried around 
with him last season seemed to be entirely off his shoulders to start this 
one. 

“It was one moment in the second period I was behind the net and I was 
thinking to try it,” Svechnikov said. “I went to the locker room like, ‘Why 
didn’t you try it? Come on.’ Third period was a good chance and I tried it. 
I was too short. Got to go a little bit farther. And then I didn’t have lots of 
time as well. Got to do that faster, a little bit.” 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal predicted a few weeks ago that 
Svechnikov, freed of the uncertainty of his contract negotiations would 
“terrorize the league,” and he certainly terrorized the Islanders on 
Thursday. This was a virtuoso performance from a forward who didn’t 
come close to scratching the surface of his potential last season, but was 
the best player on the ice to start this one, on a night when there was 
plenty of competition among his teammates. 

Now, to be clear, Svechnikov got off to a good start last year, with three 
goals in the first three games before things went south, but there was no 
better way to leave all of the rest of it behind than this active, involved 
performance that showcased his considerable talents. 

“He was pretty dominant tonight,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It seemed like he had the puck every time he was on the ice, down 
low. He had a really good game. He had one penalty, still got to get that 
out of him, but overall he was really good.” 

The penalty was in the neutral zone, at least, it was pointed out to 
Brind’Amour. 

“Yeah, and it wasn’t a stick infraction. He was just trying to finish his 
check.” 

Progress. On many fronts. 

The empty-net goal padded his stats, but on a night when 12 different 
Hurricanes players recorded at least a point, Svechnikov was involved in 
the two biggest goals of the night: He scored the opener in front of the 
net, tipping Teuvo Teravainen’s shot past Ilya Sorokin, and he facilitated 
the third-period power-play goal that put the game away. 

Svechnikov had a slick cross-ice pass to Teuvo Teravainen that opened 
the door for Teravainen and Tony DeAngelo to play catch and open up 
Teravainen to rip a one-timer from the right circle to make it 5-3. 

But it was the goal he didn’t score that got everyone’s attention. 

“You never know,” said Nino Niederreiter, who scored an impressive goal 
of his own, dragging Zdeno Chara to the net. “When he’s behind the net 
he does whatever he wants to do. It almost went in. Would have been a 
great goal. We know what he’s capable of doing and he’s a terrific player. 
It’s a matter of time that he scores another one like that.” 

Only Svechnikov knows just how much the contract weighed on him last 
season, and only Svechnikov knows how much weight is off his 
shoulders now. But it’s still something everyone sort of nods at, without 
actually coming out and saying it, whether it’s Brind’Amour or Staal or 
even Svechnikov. 

“I don’t try to think about that,” Svechnikov said. “I feel like when you 
don’t have a contract, yeah, you’ve got a little bit of pressure, but it 
doesn’t matter for me. I would work hard every day. I was raised like 
that.” 

Either way, it’s all in the past now. There’s always a glow of the future 
around Svechnikov, an aura that his best days are still ahead of him, and 
no one really can say just how good those days will be because, in this 
moment, his potential remains almost limitless. 

There was something of the irrepressible kid who so captivated fans as 
an electrifying and unpredictable rookie in that smirk, only from an older 
and more confident player who seems to know his best days truly stretch 
out before him, and not far off at that. 
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'Competitive transition' has begun for Nashville Predators. Here's what 
that means 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

As much as things seemed to change for the Nashville Predators during 
the offseason, the reality is, more things stayed the same. 

Only four players — Cody Glass, Philippe Myers, David Rittich and Philip 
Tomasino — on this year's roster did not play for the team last season. 
Still, the reason the change seemed so drastic is not because of how 
many new players there are this year, but rather the names of the players 
who no longer wear Predators uniforms. 

Ryan Ellis. Viktor Arvidsson. Pekka Rinne. None were present on 
opening night, when their former team fell to the expansion Seattle 
Kraken, 4-3. All are former Predators now. That's 1,854 games and 
65,620 minutes, regular season and postseason combined. 

Tomasino, the team's first-round pick in 2019, made his NHL debut 
Thursday. Glass and Myers made their Predators debuts. Rittich, filling 
Juuse Saros' former role as backup goalie, also was on the bench. 

The Predators began last season with the fourth-oldest team in the 
league, at an average age of 28.3 years old. Rinne, who was 38, skewed 
that number a bit, of course. 

The Predators began this season with an average age of 26.4 years old, 
sixth-youngest in the league and tied with the Avalanche for youngest in 
the Central Division. 

General manager David Poile said there would be a youth movement 
after his team lost in the first round of the playoffs to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

After labeling his moves as a "competitive rebuild" earlier this summer, 
Poile reworded the phrase to "competitive transition" on the eve of the 
opener when the team announced a four-year, $25 million extension for 
Mattias Ekholm. 

"I think that's a good way to say it," Poile said. "You don't get any points 
for being the oldest (team) or the youngest. 

"This just feels like we're going in the right direction. Those changes 
needed to be made. ... I'm not here to make any predictions but I would l 
like our team to hopefully be good in October, better in November and 
just keep moving along." 

IS FORSBERG NEXT?:What's up with Filip Forsberg's contract after 
Nashville Predators sign Mattias Ekholm to extension? 

Poile knew the shine from a surprising run to the Stanley Cup Final in 
2017 would dull eventually, that clinging to the past wasn't going to offer 
a sustainable future.  
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Now he will see firsthand what the future might look like. 

“It did not appear to me that if we kept the same team we were going to 
get better. I’m very comfortable with the path I’ve chosen," Poile told The 
Tennessean in late August. "The path chosen is going to take some time 
to play out.” 

The path began Thursday, the first in 82 steps to more answers. 
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Why Nashville Predators' season-opener felt like new beginning of old 
times 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

Swaths of gold cloth, rally towels with the words "Paint the town Preds" 
printed on them, were draped neatly over each of the more than 17,000 
seats inside a mostly quiet, mostly empty Bridgestone Arena on 
Thursday during the Nashville Predators' morning skate. 

Those empty seats watched over 23 men who were wielding hockey 
sticks on the 200-foot-long-by-85-foot-wide stage made of ice. That 
emptiness became the norm last season, which was played mostly minus 
fans because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Eight hours later Thursday, all 17,159 of those seats were spoken for, 
many of those towels were waving in the air. Twenty of those men had 
changed into work uniforms to begin the 2021-22 season against the 
expansion Seattle Kraken, which ended 4-3 in favor of the visitors. 

Nashville Predators center Ryan Johansen (92) reacts after defenseman 
Roman Josi (59) scored a goal against the Seattle Kraken during the 
second period at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., Thursday, Oct. 
14, 2021. 

For the first time in a long time, those men in home gold had a lot of 
company. For the first time in a long time, the beginning of "normal" 
seemed plausible, if only for a few hours. 

"We got a little bit of a taste of it in the playoffs (last season)," forward 
Filip Forsberg said Wednesday. "It was pretty close to sold out. But 
opening night, sold out, a little Gold walk (before the game) and things 
like that, it gets you excited. It's going to be a little hard to sleep tonight." 

When the lights went out on Broadway before the game Thursday night, 
the roar was back. 

Fans, lots of them, gathered for their usual chants of “sucks” after each 
Kraken player was announced. 

Nashville Predators fans cheer against the Seattle Kraken during the 
third period at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021. 

The team's mascot, Gnash, was lowered to the ice from the rafters for his 
pregame routine. A familiar drum began to beat, prompting those 17,000-
plus to clap their hands in unison. 

A hype video played on the big screen while bass rattled every nook and 
cranny of the place the Predators call home, a place that had sat mostly 
empty and mostly quiet on game nights for the last 19 months or so, save 
for a couple of playoff games last season. 

Then came player introductions. 

Paul McCann, as usual, presided as the master of ceremonies. 

He called out each Predator — from trainers to equipment managers, 
including the beloved Craig “Partner” Baugh were introduced. Coaches, 

including assistant Todd Richards, back less than two weeks after 
suffering a heart attack, were called by name, too. 

Then came the players, in numerical order: Matt Benning,  Rocco 
Grimaldi, Mathieu Olivier, Mark Borowiecki, Cody Glass, Filip Forsberg, 
Luke Kunin, Yakov Trenin, Ben Harpur, Nick Cousins, Philip Tomasino, 
Eeli Tolvanen, David Rittich, Alexandre Carrier, Philippe Myers, Dante 
Fabbro, Juuse Saros, Tanner Jeannot, Ryan Johansen and Matt 
Duchene. 

Each met with a roar. 

Then came the captains, alternates Mattias Ekholm, ink barely dry on his 
new contract extension, and Mikael Granlund. 

The last man needed no introduction, but Roman Josi received one 
anyway. His perhaps the loudest, as he appeared from the fog-filled 
mouth of the inflatable Predator and skated to the blue line, where his 
teammates stood in a neat row, helmets removed in preparation for the 
national anthem. 

Tennessee Titans Chester Rogers, left, and Julio Jones, right, watch a 
game between the Nashville Predators and the Seattle Kraken during the 
first period at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021. 

Tennessee Titans players Chester Rogers and Julio Jones waved gold 
rally towels and wore Predators gear just before puck drop. 

"It was so much fun," Josi said of the atmosphere, not of the loss. "Just 
the entrance, coming into a full building. The game. And when we score 
a goal the crowd gets into it. We've all missed that." 

Tolvanen, in his first home opener, prompted that sound Josi talked 
about when he scored the first goal of the season on the team's first shot 
on goal, a snipe past Philipp Grubauer that started a 17,000-plus person 
celebration. Josi scored, too. So did Granlund. 

Fans took advantage of their first chance at their, "He shoots. He scores. 
You suck! It's all your fault" greeting a few minutes after McCann 
announced each goal.  

In the end, the Kraken's two power-play scores and an empty-netter 
proved too much. 

In the end, it felt like a new beginning of old times. 
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Can Nashville Predators rage against the dying of the light? It's time to 
start | Estes 

 

Gentry Estes, 10/15/2021 

 

If you listened long enough to the Nashville Predators leading up to 
Thursday night's season-opener, you were tempted to think all those 
pundits had them wrong. 

And I do mean all the pundits. 

Because if there was one who believed these Predators were going to be 
any good, I didn’t see it. Forecasts for this season seemed universally 
dreary. 

Near the bottom of the division and the conference. Outside the playoff 
hunt. A franchise that is very much on the decline. 

“I don’t see anybody giving us the time of day right now,” said general 
manager David Poile. 
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True. 

But hey, had they heard about this training camp? About the off-ice 
testing? The team’s measurements of things like strength, power and 
endurance were some of the Predators’ best in years. “The results were 
excellent,” said coach John Hynes. 

About Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen? It sounded like the Predators’ 
underperforming high-priced forwards had seen the light. “It’s the highest 
I’ve seen them compete in practice since I’ve been here,” said Hynes, 
“and that’s allowing their talent to be able to come out.” 

The point being, “It’s a motivated group,” said Hynes. He means all these 
chips that players keep talking about.   

As in, “Everybody is playing with a little bit of chip on their shoulder,” said 
forward Filip Forsberg. “… We don’t care too much about those so-called 
experts. We’ve got a lot of really good players on our team.” 

“As a team, we have a lot to prove,” said captain Roman Josi, “and I’m 
really confident we will.” 

You’d expect comments like these, of course. No team enters a season 
saying it expects to be terrible, least of all the eternally optimistic 
Predators.  

Still, it wasn't just the standard window-dressing in their tones this time. 

Was that defiance I heard? Resentment? Indignation? 

The Predators have been a playoff team for so long that they’ve gotten 
used to being respected like one. That’s clearly not the case anymore, 
Maybe they’re fired up about it. Maybe it’ll matter if they are. Maybe the 
youngsters – who ignited last season's turnaround – will help more than 
expected this season. Maybe everyone really is missing something about 
the capabilities of the veterans.  

You started to wonder. 

Then the season started. 

Seattle Kraken 4, Nashville Predators 3. 

So far, so … meh. 

Only so much can be gleaned from the first game in a long season. A 
couple of silly penalties cost the Predators early. They didn’t get much 
going until the final period. They looked rusty and sloppy at times. 

They deserved to lose this one, but no alarm bells are sounding yet. 

It’d just be a lot easier to buy what the Predators were selling beforehand 
had they not opened by losing in front of a lively, packed crowd at 
Bridgestone Arena – to an expansion team in its second game. 

Even with Vegas’ expansion magic of a few years ago, the Kraken’s odds 
to win the Stanley Cup this season had been listed at 50-to-1. Doesn’t 
sound that impressive until you note that the Predators were 80-to-1. 

In-depth, informed, insightful 

As for winning just the Western Conference, the Kraken (22-to-1) were 
stronger than the Predators (35-to-1) there, too. In fact, only two teams in 
the conference — the Ducks and Coyotes — had longer odds. 

Again, the Predators aren’t used to this. They haven’t been a bad team 
for a long time, yet they’ve been saddled this season with the 
expectations of a genuinely bad team. Not just middle class, but lower 
class. Incapable, no matter how motivated. 

They’re either going to go gently. 

Or they’re going to rage against the dying of the light. 

That's exactly what it'll take: Rage. Get mad, mean, nasty. There will be 
no coasting on ability this season. When the other side has more talent, 
the identity must be to fight to overcome that, to outlast opponents, since 
you can't overwhelm them. 

On opening night, the Predators might not have gone gently, but they’ll 
need to rage a lot harder than this. 
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Predators' Ryan Johansen, Matt Duchene sound — but don't look — 
different 

 

Joe Rexrode 10/15/2021 

 

The Nashville Predators have $221.1 million committed to player salaries 
over the next five seasons, including the one that started Thursday night 
at Bridgestone Arena with a 4-3 loss to the expansion Seattle Kraken. 

A total of $72 million — just shy of one-third — of that is committed to two 
players. 

So we can talk youth movement, transition, competitive rebuild, non-
competitive retool, mildly competitive transitional period while listening to 
Musical Youth, whatever you want. Juuse Saros, Eeli Tolvanen, Philip 
Tomasino, Dante Fabbro, there are so many important individual 
storylines, and they’ll combine to tell the story of this era of Predators 
hockey that started with a thud in the season opener. 

But the primary co-authors are Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene. You 
can hate it, you can like it, you can love it, just understand it. They aren’t 
going anywhere, not with the 30-year-old Duchene due $40 million over 
the next five seasons. Not with the 29-year-old Johansen due $32 million 
over the next four seasons. These are the only two contracts, really, that 
are problematic or out of whack for the Predators. Problem is, they’re 
also two of the worst contracts in the league, based on the performance 
of both players in the past two seasons. They can’t be moved. 

These two are going to be here a while. They’re going to be talented 
veterans who rediscover their games and help this team climb back to 
relevance. Or they’re going to be the symbols of irrelevance. If you’re the 
Predators, you have to hope Duchene’s 55-point output in 100 regular-
season games with the Preds entering the season creeps back toward 
0.75 of a point per game moving forward. You have to hope Johansen’s 
58 points in 116 regular-season games in the past two seasons gets into 
that range as well, though production isn’t quite as critical for his all-
around game. 

You have to hope the stretches of excellence both had in last year’s 
playoff loss to Carolina become regular occurrences, in tandem, as they 
get what will be an extended look this season on a top line with Filip 
Forsberg. If not, there won’t be any playoffs. 

And you have to hope all the talk that preceded Thursday’s whimper of a 
performance is more than obligatory noise. That it will actually lead to 
something. 

Like this from Johansen on the idea that the low outside expectations for 
this team are likely directly tied to the low expectations for Duchene and 
him: “Totally motivational. Everybody’s been dogging us for a couple 
years now. It’s stuff I don’t worry about or focus on. But it does wear on 
you a bit, it is in the back of your head, and we’re excited to get out there 
and shut out all that noise and prove to people — especially our 
teammates, I want to prove to my best buddies that I’m here, I can do 
this, I’m gonna take it and run with it, and that’s how my two linemates 
feel. We’re as hungry as ever and I just think we’re gonna have a ton of 
fun this year.” 

Like this from Duchene on the oft-speculated relationships he and 
Johansen have with coach John Hynes, and the talks that led to this as a 
full-time line: “Hynesy talked to all three of us a lot this summer, and 
there were some really good, honest, candid conversations about 
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different things and about how to really make this thing go. And you 
know, I think the three of us at the end of the day felt really good 
together. If you look at the last game of the regular season until the last 
game of the preseason, I think we scored every game but one maybe. So 
it’s been very good. We have natural chemistry. I think we set the tone 
right off the bat in camp, even scoring both of those camp games that 
were short. And I think the big thing is, all three of us are driven to be 
leaders and drivers on this hockey team. To be elite players. We’ve all 
been that at one point in our careers, for most of our careers, and we 
want to get back to being those types of players.” 

Like this from Johansen on the fact that the Preds would probably like 
him to be playing for the Kraken right now, and how he has responded to 
being left exposed in the expansion draft: “No, I wasn’t surprised. It just is 
what it is. I was sitting in James Neal’s house with him the night he got 
picked up by Vegas (in 2017) and it was just one of those things, it’s like, 
well, every team’s gonna lose someone they don’t want to lose. 
Happened to be on that list. I remember our group looking back (in the 
2017-18 season) and saying ‘Wow, we miss Nealer, this is, it sucks 
losing him.’ But it is what it is. The way it worked out, I’m grateful to still 
be here and be a Pred. Just another motivation.” 

Like this from Duchene on the fact that the Preds would also probably 
like him to be playing for the Kraken right now, and how he has 
responded to being left exposed in the expansion draft: “No, that was a 
dumpster fire around the whole league, there were so many guys 
unprotected who you thought would have been protected. My contract 
was kind of protection because Seattle didn’t want to take big deals, so it 
was probably a good thing that Joey and I had those deals that were 
almost secondary protection I guess. Obviously, it sucks to be exposed 
that way, but you don’t, especially for me loving it here so much and 
wanting to win here and be here the rest of my career, it’s not a fun few 
days. You hoping something isn’t gonna happen that is unexpected. You 
don’t take any offense. I totally understood the whole scope of what it 
looked like on our team and how hard it was to protect forwards.” 

Like this from Hynes on those two guys entering the season: “I don’t 
necessarily see them as a pair we need to elevate. To me, the past is the 
past. It’s a new year, we’ve had good conversations with all of our 
players, those two guys included, about things we’d like to see better, but 
also things we can do better to try to help those guys. And they’ve come 
back in very good shape, I’ve really been impressed with the way they’ve 
practiced. And I don’t mean just coming in and giving a token thing to 
these guys and saying ‘Hey, they’re working hard.’ I mean they are 
driving practice. You look at their execution level, the speed and pace, 
when we’re doing a lot of competitive things, it’s the highest I’ve seen 
them compete in practice since I’ve been here. And that’s allowing their 
talent to be able to come out in those situations. I think both of those 
guys are in a really good spot. I’m optimistic for the two of them, not only 
to have good years but I also think it’s gonna help our team. I really like 
their attitude, I like their work ethic and I like the way they’ve played so 
far.” 

It sounds good. They sound good. Like they’ve responded in the 
preferred way to all that has happened, including the discovery of 
common ground between coach and players. 

“No, it’s good,” Duchene said of his relationship with Hynes. “I mean, I’ve 
only played like 50 games for him, that’s the crazy part. And we talked 
about that. You have different coaches and they expect different things 
and you try and figure out what those things are. I mean, no, everything 
is great. I know he’s been happy with our line in camp, and I think we’ve 
done the things he’s asked, the things he expects us to do. That’s kind of 
the bargain there. We do the things he expects in terms of stuff away 
from the puck, playing the way he wants us to play, and then we do our 
thing outside of that. I think that’s the relationship. Getting to that point is 
really important.” 

And being irritated by all that has happened and how it has affected 
current perception can be good, too. 

“I honestly couldn’t give two damns what the outside is saying,” Duchene 
said. “When I got here we were supposed to be the fourth-best team in 
the league and we had our worst year. So it doesn’t matter. The game is 
not played on paper, not played in the media, it’s played on the ice. It’s 
funny, you have an off-year and you’re the worst thing in the world, you 
have a great year and you’re the best thing since sliced bread. The last 
few years, it definitely hasn’t been for lack of trying, it’s been frustrating. 
I’ve had other down years in my career and I’ve bounced back.” 

It didn’t look all that good, though. 

The line of Johansen, Duchene and Forsberg — the team’s best forward, 
in a contract year — had a few fleeting moments Thursday. Created a 
couple of surges, specifically in the third period with the Preds trying to 
find an equalizer. Forsberg got an assist on a Roman Josi power-play 
goal in the second. But in the end, it was much less than will be needed. 

“I thought they had some good looks, you know?” Hynes said. “Those 
guys got some quality ice time tonight, I thought, for the most part, they 
got some looks. I thought as the game went on, they got better. … I think 
there’s certainly some positives to build on with those three.” 

Johansen nearly popped in a Josi pass with six minutes to play, but 
couldn’t quite find the angle. Duchene got a decent look but was wide. 
He ended up with four shots on goal. Johansen and Forsberg had one 
apiece, Forsberg’s coming amid the final frantic push. History says he’ll 
get it cooking in what could be his final season in Nashville. 

Circumstance says Johansen and Duchene will have opportunities to live 
up to their contracts and give the Predators a chance to be competitive. 
So, so many opportunities. 
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LeBrun: Why no-trade clauses are becoming an important contract 
battleground 

 

Pierre LeBrun 10/15/2021 

 

Mattias Ekholm isn’t about to complain after signing a four-year extension 
which will pay him an average of $6.25 million a season right up to 36. 

But what he didn’t get in his new extension is what almost no Predators 
player ever gets: A no-trade or no-move clause. 

That’s just not the Predators’ way. In fact, only Roman Josi has such a 
clause in his deal. 

The Preds have never believed in them. Retired netminder Pekka Rinne 
used to be one of the few players with a no-move in the past. 

It’s about flexibility for veteran GM David Poile, although as he says, it’s 
not really been his call. 

“It’s always been a situation where ownership has never wanted or allow 
us to do (no-moves),” Poile said Thursday. “That’s their prerogative. … 
It’s largely been out of my hands.’’ 

So when veteran agent Kurt Overhardt ground out a well-paying 
extension for his client, Ekholm, over the past week or so, one thing he 
knew is that he wasn’t getting a no-trade. 

Overhardt didn’t want to address the Predators situation specifically but 
rather the fact that NHL player agents understand there are clubs who 
operate in different ways. 

“Some clubs have a pretty strict policy where they’re reluctant to give no-
move or no-trade clauses,” said Overhardt. “In light of that, a 
consideration might be more money or another year. There’s always a 
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quid pro quo. But some clubs just don’t want to run the business that 
way. In a cap world where there’s no revenue growth, which we’re living 
in right now … in order to survive teams have got to run a tighter ship. 

“On the flip side of that, I have a client who is retired who played until he 
was 42 that never ever cared about having a no-trade clause because he 
always said, ‘If they don’t want me here, I don’t want to be here,’” 
Overhardt said referring to Mike Knuble. 

That cuts both ways, Poile said. The culture the Predators have built in 
Nashville of not having no-trade clauses begins with a rather obvious 
premise. 

“In order for this to work, the player has to want to play here,” Poile said. 
“I mean, if he doesn’t want to play here, that’s the starting point right 
there. … You can ask for it (no-trade clause) because it’s available to 
you, but I don’t think it’s a deal-breaker for a lot of players at the end of 
the day.’’ 

The Blue Jackets are another team that has tried of late to minimize no-
move and no-trade clauses on their payroll, in fact, they have but one 
modified no-trade for Sean Kuraly on the books for this season although 
two years from now a full no-move kicks in on Zach Werenski’s extension 
and three partial/modified no-trade clauses kick in next season for Elvis 
Merzlikins, Oliver Bjorkstrand and Boone Jenner. 

But generally speaking, like the Preds, the Jackets are going to try to 
minimize how many full no-trade clauses they dole out. 

“We should have that right, it’s part of the collective bargaining 
agreement,” Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen said Thursday. “As long as 
we don’t have any no-moves I’m fine with some of the limited no-trade 
lists, eight teams or 10 teams, you still have 22 teams you can deal with. 
So I’m not as adamant as David (Poile) maybe but it’s in very limited 
cases that we give them and we’re not doing any no-moves anymore.’’ 

What was left unsaid by the Jackets GM but I will bring up myself is that 
Sergei Bobrovsky having a full no-move clause certainly complicated 
things in the end when it was clear the Jackets weren’t going to re-sign 
him. I won’t re-hash history, but Bobrovsky having a say over which 
teams he would waive for — which is certainly his CBA right as per his 
NMC — really limited what Columbus could do and in the end, he didn’t 
go anywhere until he walked out as a UFA. 

So, flexibility is king in those cases. 

Now, a cynic might point out that while it’s fine and dandy the Predators 
don’t have any no-trade clauses other than Josi limiting their options, the 
fact that Matt Duchene ($8 million AAV signed through 2025-26) and 
Ryan Johansen ($8 million AAV signed through 2024-25) haven’t lived up 
to their contracts with their play on the ice so far, no doubt in many ways 
serves as another form of no-trade protection. 

And it may be that in return for not actually giving out no-trade clauses, 
the Preds have had to overpay at times or add more term as a result. 

But that flexibility without having to navigate no-trade clauses proved 
important this past offseason when the Preds made the difficult decision 
to move Ryan Ellis to Philadelphia and Viktor Arvidsson to Los Angeles, 
both trades helped by the fact neither player had no-move protection. 
And I mean, if you want to go back further, trading P.K. Subban to New 
Jersey was certainly facilitated by the player not having no-trade 
protection, either. 

So, keep that in mind as the Predators figure out what they will do with 
pending UFA winger Filip Forsberg. No question the priority would be to 
sign him to an extension (talks haven’t really started yet on that front) but 
if for whatever reason they can’t get him signed and if Nashville isn’t 
sitting in a playoff spot come the March 21 trade deadline, they would 
have a highly sought-after scorer they can move anywhere they want 
without a no-trade clause muddying the waters. 

But there are also clubs that have learned to live just fine with plenty of 
no-trade clauses on their payroll. 

There’s the two-time Stanley Cup champion Lightning, they lead the NHL 
with five no-move clauses this season and in total 11 no-move or no-
trade (some modified) clauses as shown in this chart provided by 
CapFriendly. 

On the flip side, the Lightning have some pretty reasonable contracts on 
some of the world’s top players in Nikita Kucherov ($9.5 million AAV), 
Brayden Point ($9.5 million AAV starting next season), Victor Hedman 
($7.87 million AAV) and Andrei Vasilevskiy ($9.5 million AAV). 

So yeah, Tampa’s hands are tied to some degree, but the Lightning are 
winning championships with some players who took less in order to know 
they would stay put. All those guys mentioned above have no-moves. 

Still, nothing is perfect. As I’ve speculated in the past, Steven Stamkos 
and his full no-move clause came in handy for him a year ago when I 
believe the Bolts approached the captain about his interest in moving on, 
the Bolts trying to get a handle on their cap issues. Stamkos said no 
thanks. That’s certainly his right after taking less money to stay in Tampa 
instead of going to free agency. 

And as we saw with Oliver Ekman-Larsson over the past two years, a no-
move clause certainly helps dictate where you end up in a trade, the 
veteran blueliner refusing to waive with the Coyotes until he got a 
destination he desired. He didn’t move a year ago when Arizona couldn’t 
get him to Boston or Vancouver. He finally got to the Canucks this past 
summer. 

In a flat cap environment, however, I think teams are being more careful 
with the no-trade clauses. But there are certain markets where attracting 
free agents or keeping your core players absolutely demands you give in 
on that. But all things being equal, I see this being an important 
battleground. 
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Too much defense, scarce offense Preds’ downfall in season opener 

 

Michael Gallagher  

 

The Nashville Predators typically pride themselves on their defense.  

But in Thursday’s 4-3 season-opening loss to the Seattle Kraken at 
Bridgestone Arena, it was the defense that did the Predators in — 
specifically, the power play. In fact, captain Roman Josi attributed the 
loss to the Predators playing too much defense. 

“I feel like we didn’t get enough (offensive) zone time,” Josi said. 
“Especially because in the neutral zone we didn’t get it in as much as we 
would have liked to. I just think once we were in there (the offensive 
zone) we were in there for a short time…I think the first two periods we 
just couldn’t get the puck in enough in the O-zone and we were playing 
too much defense.” 

The Predators have had the third-worst penalty kill in the NHL the last 
two seasons — 75.6 percent in 2020, 76.1 percent in 2019 — and they 
haven’t had a penalty kill percentage in the 80s since 2018. That season, 
Nashville was among the league’s best PK units (82.1 percent). 

“It’s the first game of the season,” said forward Eeli Tolvanen, who 
scored Nashville’s first goal 3:18 into the first period. “Things happen, but 
I feel like we just have to play smarter. You don’t win games when you’re 
playing PK four or five times a game. Every power play in this league is 
really good, so I think that’s one thing we have to learn from this game.” 

Special teams were a focal point for head coach John Hynes during 
training camp and the preseason. Frequently the team would practice 
power play and penalty kill drills during practice, and Hynes used 
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Nashville’s six preseason games to find different looks, particularly on the 
penalty kill.  

The Predators conceded just four power play goals on 33 chances during 
the preseason — a PK percentage of 87.8. So, what happened Thursday 
against the Kraken? 

“There’s a different level of intensity when you get into the regular season 
and you’ve got full NHL lineups that you’re going against,” Hynes said. 
“There’s some learning lessons there that we can work on whether it’s 
decisions with the puck or playing a little bit quicker or understanding the 
responsibilities when the other team has the puck and starts to pressure, 
and you have to rely on your structure and your detail to get out of those 
situations.” 

NEXT UP 

The Predators host the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
Carolina knocked Nashville out of the playoffs in May. 
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Why Predators chose Mikael Granlund as alternate captain 

 

Michael Gallagher 

 

The Nashville Predators leadership group took a few big hits during the 
offseason with the departures of former associate captain Ryan Ellis and 
franchise cornerstone Pekka Rinne. 

Fortunately for head coach John Hynes, there were plenty of other 
players on his roster that were highly respected and well suited to 
replace them.  

Defenseman Mattias Ekholm was a natural fit for one of those roles. 
Ekholm, who signed a four-year contract extension on Wednesday, was 
mentioned by name by captain Roman Josi in January as a player who 
had leadership qualities and served as an unspoken locker room leader. 

The second alternate captain spot could have gone to any one of a 
handful of players including Ryan Johansen, Filip Forsberg or Colton 
Sissons. But for Hynes, that list started and ended with Mikael Granlund. 

“He does it the right way all the time, and that’s what you want” Hynes 
said of why he picked Granlund as an alternate captain. “With [captains], 
they’ve got to be consistent and reliable and play the game the right way 
and be guys that you can count on. He, like our team, … I thought he 
was good tonight, but I know there’s better in him.”  

Granlund is entering his third full season with the Predators, where he's 
been far and away the team’s best forward since Hynes took over as 
head coach in January of 2020. 

The 29-year-old leads all forwards in average ice time under Hynes and 
he has tallied 25 goals 46 points 79 games, including Nashville’s 4-3 loss 
to the Seattle Kraken on Thursday night at Bridgestone Arena. Granlund 
has also seen his points-per-game production jump from 0.37 under ex-
head coach Peter Laviolette to 0.58 under Hynes. 

The 5-foot-10 Finn isn't unfamiliar with leadership roles. After all, he 
served as the captain of the Finnish U20 team at the 2012 World Junior 
Championship and the the Finnish National Team at the 2017-18 IIHF 
World Championship. 

Granlund isn't the most vocal player. In fact, he's rather reserved. He 
chooses to lead by example — a Josi 2.0, if you will. But don’t mistake 
Granlund's quiet demeanor for a lack of influence. He believes he’s the 
kind of player who can inspire those around him simply by being himself. 

“I just try to go out there and do the right things every single day,” 
Granlund said. “[I try to] show the example, show the work you put in and 
the way you compete and just play hard. I really hope our young guys 
can feed off that and just try to do the best you can all the time.” 
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Sabres, minus Eichel, open season with 5-1 rout of Canadiens 

 

John Wawrow 10/14/2021 

 

Victor Olofsson and Anders Bjork scored 2:01 apart in the second period, 
and the Buffalo Sabres followed a tumultuous summer with a stunning 
season-opening 5-1 win over the injury-depleted Montreal Canadiens on 
Thursday night. 

Overcoming initial questions of lacking offence and leadership with 
deposed captain Jack Eichel’s future in Buffalo uncertain, assistant 
captains Kyle Okposo and Zemgus Girgensons stepped up to generate 
Buffalo’s first two goals in a game the Sabres never trailed. Eichel was 
stripped of his captaincy last month and remains on injured reserve over 
a dispute with the team over how to treat a herniated disk which has 
sidelined him since March. 

Forty-year-old Craig Anderson stopped 30 shots in his debut with his 
sixth NHL team. 

The Sabres converted three of six power-play opportunities, with Tage 
Thompson pushing Buffalo’s lead to 5-1 early in the third period. 

While Buffalo looked nothing like the team that finished last in the NHL 
standings for the fourth time in eight seasons, the Canadiens didn’t come 
close to resembling the team that reached the Stanley Cup Final, before 
losing in five games to Tampa Bay in July. 

Montreal was coming off a 2-1 season-opening loss at Toronto on 
Wednesday, and opened a season 0-2 for the first time since 2000. 

Chris Wideman scored for Montreal, and Sam Montembeault stopped 31 
shots in his Canadiens’ debut after being acquired off waivers from 
Florida two weeks ago. 

The Canadiens have eight players on IR, including captain Shea Weber 
and goalie Carey Price, who last week entered the NHL/NHL Players’ 
Association joint player assistance program. 

The fallout from the Sabres’ off-season player purge, Eichel’s dispute 
and 10-season playoff drought was evident with the stands appearing to 
not even be half full in an arena with a 19,200 capacity. The Sabres did 
not announce the attendance. One fan showed up early wearing a paper 
bag over his head and an Eichel jersey. 

The Sabres rewarded those who did attend by showing no signs of 
wilting after Wideman tapped in Joel Armia’s pass midway through the 
second period. 

Olofsson scored shortly after a two-man advantage ended by snapping a 
shot from the right circle with 2:55 remaining in the second period. 

Girgensons, who missed all of last season with a hamstring injury, then 
played a key role on Bjork’s goal. After blocking a shot in Buffalo’s end, 
Girgensons led a three-on-two break before having his initial shot 
stopped, with Bjork converting the rebound to the right of the net. 

Sabres centre Casey Mittelstadt did not return after sustaining an upper 
body injury midway through the second period. 

LONG WAIT 
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It’s been 623 days since the Atlantic Division rivals last met on Jan. 30, 
2020, in Buffalo, where the Canadiens beat the Sabres 3-1. 

The Sabres were in Montreal preparing to face the Canadiens on March 
10, 2020, when the NHL paused its season because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The season was cancelled two months later, with Montreal 
clinching the Eastern Conference’s 12th and final playoff berth .007 
percentage points ahead of Buffalo. 

“BETTER DAYS” 

The Sabres opened with a video featuring current players and Sabres 
fans, and narrated by long-time broadcaster Rick Jeanneret, who spoke 
of the team’s long tradition and better days ahead. The 79-year-old 
Jeanneret, who began his career broadcasting Sabres games on Oct. 10, 
1971, is the NHL’s longest-tenured announcer and has announced his 
plans to retire after working 20 games this season. 

REMEMBERING 

Before the game, the Sabres aired a video paying tribute to Rene Robert, 
a member of the team’s famed 1970s-era French Connection line, who 
died following a heart attack in June. Robert’s No. 14 was also imprinted 
on the ice behind both goals. 

The team also honoured former players Tom Kurvers and Fred Stanfield, 
who also died this summer. 

SCRATCHES 

Canadiens: With the exception of Montembeault starting in place of Jake 
Allen, Montreal stuck with the same lineup as against Toronto, with C 
Adam Brooks and Alex Belzile not playing. Montreal opened the season 
with eight players on IR. 

Sabres: D Will Butcher, acquired in an off-season trade from New Jersey, 
and C John Hayden, an off-season free-agent addition, were healthy 
scratches. 

UP NEXT 

Canadiens: Return to Montreal for home opener against the New York 
Rangers on Saturday. 

Sabres: Continue season-opening four-game homestand facing Arizona 
Coyotes on Saturday. 
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Canadiens Notebook: Habs excited about playing in a full Bell Centre 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Oct 15, 2021  •  11 hours ago  •   

 

"The Bell Centre is the best place to play in the league and having people 
in the stands is why it is the best place and we're excited," Canadiens 
defenceman Ben Chiarot says. 

“The Bell Centre is the best place to play in the league and having people 
in the stands is why it is the best place and we’re excited.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

That’s what Canadiens defenceman Ben Chiarot said Friday when asked 
about the team’s home opener Saturday night at the Bell Centre against 
the New York Rangers (7 p.m., SNE, CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 690, 98.5 
FM). It will mark the first game with full capacity at the Bell Centre since 
the Canadiens lost 4-2 to the Nashville Predators on March 10, 2020. 

It will also be Canadiens goalie Jake Allen’s first game at the Bell Centre 
with a full house after playing in mostly empty buildings last season 
because of COVID-19. 

Allen was in goal when the Canadiens lost their season opener 2-1 to the 
Maple Leafs in Toronto Wednesday night, while Samuel Montembeault 
was in goal when they lost 5-1 to the Sabres Thursday night in Buffalo. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“The first game in Toronto is a full house, their home opener,” Allen said 
Friday. “You could tell there was excitement in the room then. It’s just 
fans in general … but now it’s our own fans. A lot of our first time (for 
players) … even a guy like Cole (Caufield), who’s an up-and-coming star, 
his first time in front of all the Bell Centre, all of our fans. A lot of new 
faces and everyone else’s first time wearing the red jersey and going out 
for a home opener. It’s a little bit different, so we’re going to enjoy it. 

“I think it will bring some of the boys some juice, for sure,” Allen added. “It 
always does. This is my first time doing it with the Canadiens logo on. 
But playing against the Habs here you know what it does. The fans are 
like a seventh player on the ice. They give you energy, they give you that 
momentum where you have a little bit, maybe five, 10, 15 more seconds 
that maybe can make a difference. … You can just tell the buzz of the 
guys today and I think they’ll be firing on all cylinders tomorrow.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Room for improvement 

The Canadiens have a lot of room for improvement after their first two 
games, especially on special teams. 

Their power play is 0-for-8 and the penalty-killers have allowed four goals 
on nine opposition power plays. 

“Any time you lose 5-1 it’s a punch in the stomach and it’s a wakeup to all 
of us that we got a lot of room to improve and I think that’s how we’re 
taking it,” Chiarot said. “We’ll keep building here and get the ship going in 
the right direction. 

“In Toronto I didn’t think it was a bad defensive game,” Chiarot added. “I 
thought we had really good spurts, but we had one breakdown and they 
capitalized and we didn’t capitalize on our chances in Toronto. Last night, 
you go into Buffalo and it’s their first game of the season, we’re coming 
off a tough game in Toronto, a hard-fought game, and they capitalized 
early and it just kind of rolled downhill on us from there. I think we have 
lots of room to improve and I think we’ll start to see that as the season 
goes along. We got 80 games to go here, so we’ll keep building.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Respect the game 

Allen said the Canadiens “got to respect the game a little bit more” after 
losing their first two games. 

“I think we can get right back into that tomorrow,” he said. “I just think 
that’s the biggest thing. We can respect the game with stops and starts, 
details, pucks in, pucks out, good habits, good changes. Managing the 
game, controlling the game, I think that’s a big thing nowadays that we 
get away from. You can control the game with whistles, you can control 
the game with icings if you need it. Just breathers and I think those little 
things will help us generate momentum in the long run and also kill 
momentum with the other teams. 

“I think it’s peaks and valleys during the game and you just got to be able 
to contain them,” the goalie added. “Go back to doing what we do well as 
individuals will bring us collectively, I think, some success here to this 
little home stand we have.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Saturday’s game is the first of four straight for the Canadiens at the Bell 
Centre with the San Jose Sharks visiting on Tuesday, the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday and the Detroit Red Wings next Saturday. After 
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that, the Canadiens head out on a four-game West Coast road trip with 
games in Seattle, San Jose, Los Angeles and Anaheim. 

No practice Friday 

The Canadiens didn’t practise Friday, instead doing off-ice training at the 
Bell Sports Complex in Brossard and focusing on the mental part of the 
game. 

“A big part is mental,” Ducharme said. “Even if we went on the ice today, 
if we don’t go with the right mindset it’s useless. They had the message 
today and it’s mental and we’ll fix that. 

“In Toronto we had a (forward) line that was really good,” the coach 
added. “On (defence) we had a few guys that were good and Jake was 
good in net. But we didn’t have 20 guys playing a solid game. We don’t 
ask anyone to be a superhero. We just need every one of them to be just 
solid, to be good. I didn’t feel that we had that. Last night (in Buffalo) was 
zero out of 20. So, obviously, you cannot have success like that. I think it 
starts in everything that I talked about with the mindset. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You look at Toronto, we gave four chances on a (line) change. If you 
don’t know how to change in the NHL, that’s mental. Our neutral-zone 
forecheck, I can take 15 great sequences where we’re perfect. But how 
can we be not perfect for another 15 and take that in every situation? It 
takes a lot. You need to be sharp. In that league the line between 
winning and losing is thin. So mentally, our focus has got to be better. 
Our mindset’s got to be better, our engagement has to be better so our 
structure’s going to be better, our battle level’s going to be better, our 
one-on-ones are going to be better. 

“You cannot be sharp on special teams if you’re not sharp five-on-five. 
It’s not a switch. You won’t be executing well on the power play when you 
have no execution five-on-five. It doesn’t work that way.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Praise for Montembeault 

Montembeault allowed five goals on 36 shots during his Canadiens debut 
Thursday night in Buffalo after being claimed off waivers from the Florida 
Panthers. Montembeault allowed six goals on 44 shots during a 6-2 loss 
to the Maple Leafs during the pre-season. 

“I thought he played well … I really did,” Allen said about Montembeault. 
“His first game here — real game, anyway. As a group we didn’t get the 
result we wanted. He had a lot of high-quality chances on him. He’s a big 
kid … first time I’ve ever seen him play. Moves well. He has a bit of NHL 
experience, so that is helpful as well. 

“I was impressed with his first outing,” Allen added. “It wasn’t the result 
we wanted, but I think for him just to get his feet wet and better things will 
come.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Hoffman close to playing 

Ducharme said that forward Mike Hoffman, who has been sidelined since 
the start of training camp with a lower-body injury, could be ready to play 
Tuesday against the Sharks or Thursday against the Hurricanes. 

The coach added that defenceman Mattias Norlinder is not as close to 
returning as Hoffman, but is closer to a return than fellow defenceman 
Joel Edmundson, who has been sidelined since the start of training 
camp. Norlinder and Hoffman both have undisclosed injuries. 
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Stu Cowan: Phillip Danault among players Canadiens are really missing 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Oct 15, 2021  •  11 hours ago  •   

 

Former Canadien Phillip Danault signed a six-year, US$33-million 
contract with Los Angeles this off-season. He made his Kings debut 
Thursday night, scoring a goal in a 6-2 win over the Golden Knights. 

There was no doubt the Canadiens were going to miss Phillip Danault 
after he signed with the Los Angeles Kings as a free agent this summer. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Two games into the NHL regular season, we’re already seeing just how 
much they could miss him. 

And, unfortunately for the Canadiens, Danault isn’t the only player they’re 
missing. 

The Canadiens head into their home opener Saturday at the Bell Centre 
against the New York Rangers (7 p.m., SNE, CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 
690 Radio, 98.5 FM) with an 0-2 record after losing 2-1 to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and 5-1 to the Buffalo Sabres. 

Four of the seven goals the Canadiens gave up in the first two games 
came during the nine times they were short-handed. That works out to a 
dismal 55.6 per cent success rate for the penalty-killers. One of the 
biggest reasons the Canadiens advanced to the Stanley Cup final last 
season is because their penalty-killers had an incredible 91.8 per cent 
success rate in the playoffs. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Danault had 60:55 of total ice time short-handed during the playoffs, by 
far the most of any Canadiens forward, with Paul Byron second at 37:07. 
The only two players who logged more short-handed ice time than 
Danault were defencemen Shea Weber (64:47) and Ben Chiarot (61:51), 
while defenceman Joel Edmundson ranked fourth with 53:22, followed by 
Byron, who was fifth. 

Now Chiarot is the only one of the five Canadiens players with the most 
short-handed ice time in the playoffs still on the roster with Weber, 
Edmundson and Byron all sidelined because of injuries. Weber isn’t 
expected to play all season, it remains uncertain when Edmundson might 
return from his undisclosed injury, and Byron is expected to be out until 
January following hip surgery. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Goalie Carey Price is also missing for at least a month after entering the 
NHL/NHLPA player assistance program while he’s still recovering from 
off-season knee surgery. 

It’s not a shock the Canadiens’ penalty-killing has been brutal to start the 
season, but it is a surprise that the power play has been even worse, 
going 0-for-8 in the first two games. 

“Like we’ve said a million times up here now, you can’t replace Weby, 
you can’t replace Phil, who was also a great defensive player,” Chiarot 
said Friday. “But we’ve got new guys. We’ve got (David) Savard, we’ve 
got (Christian) Dvorak, we’ve got lots of good, smart defensive players. 
Once we get everyone on the same page and get everyone working 
together I think we’ll see things start clicking a little better.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Things will also need to start clicking better for the Canadiens in the 
faceoff circle after winning only 44.5 per cent of their draws in the first 
two games. Danault took 907 faceoffs last season and won 52.5 per cent 
of them. Suzuki ranked second with 796 faceoffs taken and won 44 per 
cent. 

Dvorak is now the Canadiens’ top faceoff guy and has won 54.4 per cent 
of his draws in the first two games, while Suzuki has won 50 per cent of 
his. But Jake Evans has won only 36 per cent and newcomer Cédric 
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Paquette has won a dismal 15.4 per cent. Evans won 50.1 per cent of his 
faceoffs last season, but only took 405 of them. He will be counted on 
more in the faceoff circle this season. 

Danault signed a six-year, US$33-million contract with Los Angeles that 
has an annual salary-cap hit of $5.5 million. He made his Kings debut 
Thursday night, scoring a goal in a 6-2 win over the Vegas Golden 
Knights. Last season, Danault didn’t score his first goal until the 25th 
game with his contract situation weighing on him . 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

As I wrote in a column before the season started, it’s hard to imagine the 
Canadiens making the playoffs with all the players they are missing from 
last season’s playoff run, especially if they get off to a slow start. 

Head coach Dominique Ducharme said Friday that the Canadiens need 
to work on the mental part of their game and that players need to engage 
more in the team’s style of play and structure that was so effective during 
the playoffs. 

“It’s going back to our team identity and the way we play and the way we 
do things,” he said. “It comes with managing success. I talked about it 
before (training) camp. What we did last year can be a really positive 
thing and make us go a step further, or it can be a trap where you feel 
too good about yourself and you think you’re there, everything’s good, 
everything’s going to be coming easy. … Sometimes managing success 
is part of becoming a better team.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s too early for Canadiens fans to start panicking after an 0-2 start, but 
there is definitely reason for concern. 

“We’re two games into (82),” Chiarot said. “If you’re feeling pressure at 
this point it’s going to be a long season. Staying positive, we’re back to a 
long, 82-game season, you have to stay positive. You can’t sort of ride 
the emotions of the ups and downs of the season. You have to stay even 
keel and I think that’s what we’re doing.” 

They also need to start winning some games. 
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Hickey on hockey: Weber departure would be feather in Habs' salary cap 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Oct 15, 2021  •  14 hours ago   

 

Canadiens Shea Weber moves the puck up ice during first period against 
the Calgary Flames in Montreal on April 14, 2021. 

There will come a time when the Canadiens will be grateful general 
manager Marc Bergevin signed Nick Suzuki to a long-term contract 
before he retired to become a fashion consultant to P.K. Subban. But that 
time won’t be next summer. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

That’s because Suzuki’s US$7.875-million cap hit will contribute to a 
major salary-cap squeeze for the Canadiens during the 2022-23 season. 

“It will be tight,” conceded one Canadiens insider. 

This is what is known as an understatement. 

The salary cap is expected to rise to US$82.5 million next season, but 
the Canadiens are committed to paying $84,047,143. That covers only 
18 players, plus the latest instalment of Karl Alzner’s buyout. 

The Canadiens have only four defencemen under contract and the 
unsigned players include restricted free agents Artturi Lehkonen and 
Alexander Romanov. 

It might seem counterintuitive, given that his absence is being felt on and 
off the ice, but the best-case scenario would be for captain Shea Weber 
to ride off into the sunset and take his $7,857,143 cap hit with him. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

If Weber’s numerous injuries were to keep him out of action, the 
Canadiens would be entitled to long-term injury relief and his cap hit 
would disappear. 

While there was no update on the exact nature of his injuries and no 
word on whether he has undergone surgery, it’s obvious Weber is feeling 
the accumulated effects of 16 seasons of wear and tear. Outside of a 
primitive urge to compete, there is little incentive for Weber and his family 
to uproot from their home in Kelowna, B.C., and further jeopardize his 
health. The contract he signed with Nashville in 2012 was front-loaded, 
which means he will be paid only $3 million in 2022-23 and $1 million in 
each of the remaining three years of the deal. Once you deduct taxes 
and escrow, Weber would be risking his health for peanuts. Or maybe 
cashews. 
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If Weber does want to continue playing, it would be in the team’s best 
interests to trade him. The veteran would be a welcome addition to any 
team’s locker room and would be attractive to a team that needs to boost 
its cap without laying out a pile of cash. 

It might seem cold to move Weber after everything he has done for this 
team but, as anyone involved in the game will tell you, it’s a business. 

Sabres' Rasmus Asplund, left, battles Canadiens' Cedric Paquette for a 
loose puck during first period at KeyBank Arena Thursday night. 

Montreal Canadiens forward Mathieu Perreault is brought down by 
Buffalo Sabres defenceman Henri Jokiharju during the second period on 
Oct. 14, 2021, in Buffalo. 

There’s nothing special:  The Canadiens worked out in the gym Friday, 
but they might have been better off hitting the ice and working on their 
special teams. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s still early, but there has to be some concern over the power play, 
which is 0-for-8, and the penalty-killing unit, which has allowed four goals 
on nine opportunities. 

With the personnel available, the power play should improve as the 
players develop chemistry and the addition of injured sniper Mike 
Hoffman will make a difference. The Canadiens have to be more efficient 
entering the zone and they have to get pucks to the net. 

In Thursday’s game against Buffalo, Montreal had a two-man advantage 
for 26 seconds and the first penalty expired before Jeff Petry took a shot. 
There was a two-man advantage for 1:44 on Wednesday against Toronto 
and the Canadiens managed only one shot on goal and had three shots 
blocked. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

As for the PK, it was crucial to the team’s success during the playoffs, but 
Montreal is missing four key players from that unit — goaltender Carey 
Price, Phillip Danault, Paul Byron and Weber. Price and Byron should be 
back at some point, but this is one area where the Canadiens will realize 
how much they miss Danault. 

Where have all the people gone?  With the exception of Vancouver, NHL 
teams are free to welcome capacity crowds, but there are some fans who 
are reluctant to mingle with crowds even if everyone is fully vaccinated. 
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While the Canadiens are expecting a full house for the home opener 
against the Rangers Saturday (7 p.m., SNE, TVA Sports, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM) , neither of Montreal’s season-opening road games were 
sold out. There were 1,500 unsold tickets for Wednesday’s game in 
Toronto and only 8,467 fans showed up for Thursday’s game in Buffalo. 
The Sabres missed thousands of Canadiens fans who usually stream 
over the border from southern Ontario, while the local fans have low 
expectations for the Sabres and are reserving most of their affection for 
the NFL’s Bills. 
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What the Puck: Canadiens take troubling tumble out of the gate 

 

Brendan Kelly  •  Oct 15, 2021  •  16 hours ago  •   

 

Montreal Canadiens forward Mathieu Perreault is brought down by 
Buffalo Sabres defenceman Henri Jokiharju during the second period on 
Oct. 14, 2021, in Buffalo. 

Phillip Danault scored in his first game as a Los Angeles King. Of course 
he did. That’s just the way things are going for your Canadiens. 
Everything is going wrong for this team. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s only been two games, but Les Boys of October, who often 
overachieve during the early days of the season, are looking downright 
dismal thus far and are faring worse than even the most pessimistic 
observers expected. The Canadiens have lost their first two games, 
going down 2-1 in the season opener Wednesday to noted playoff losers 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and then getting embarrassed by the lowly 
Buffalo Sabres on Thursday, with one of the most sad-sack teams in 
hockey destroying them 5-1. Ouch! 

But it’s not just the two losses. It’s the way they’ve been playing. Other 
than the first six or seven minutes of the game in Toronto, Dominique 
Ducharme’s squad has looked oddly disinterested in these two games. 
It’s as if they just don’t care. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Any way you slice it, there isn’t a more depressing scenario to set the 
scene for what was supposed to be the team’s triumphant return to the 
Bell Centre for their home opener against the New York Rangers 
Saturday (7 p.m., SNE, CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 
This was supposed to an exciting moment. Premier François Legault, 
hockey fan that he is, recently gave the green light for the Bell Centre to 
operate at full capacity and team owner Geoff Molson was dreaming of a 
heartwarming night with around 21,000 fans wildly cheering on the lads 
who made it all the way to the Stanley Cup final a few months back. 

It turns out those fans are already in a pretty foul humour and who can 
blame them? The one upside is it’s mid-October, they’ve only played two 
games and it’s much better to stink in the first month rather than in the 
last month. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

However, if you’re a Habs fan and you’re not seriously worried, then 
you’re not paying attention. The exhibition season was a huge 
disappointment. It was just a bunch of meaningless games, but the entire 
team lacked jump and focus on most nights during the exhibition run and 
that team-in-a-fog vibe has continued into the regular season. 

Sabres' Rasmus Asplund, left, battles Canadiens' Cedric Paquette for a 
loose puck during first period at KeyBank Arena Thursday night. 

Sabres' Zemgus Girgensons celebrates with teammates after scoring a 
goal against Canadiens goalie Samuel Montembeault Thursday night at 
the KeyBank Arena in Buffalo. 

Sabres' Zemgus Girgensons celebrates with teammates after scoring a 
goal against Canadiens goalie Samuel Montembeault Thursday night at 
the KeyBank Arena in Buffalo. 

I’ve been saying for weeks that this team is weaker than the one that lost 
in five games to the Tampa Bay Lightning and I believed that before star 
netminder Carey Price voluntarily entered the NHL’s player assistance 
program. Price is gone for a minimum of 30 days and it’s reasonable to 
assume he will be out longer than that. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The two biggest losses were captain Shea Weber, who was just placed 
on the long-term injured reserve list, and former No. 1 centre Danault, 
who signed as a free agent with the Kings during the off-season. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi also signed a hostile offer sheet with the Carolina Hurricanes, 
but it’s fair to say that Christian Dvorak more than makes up for KK. The 
KK file is more an indictment of Trevor Timmins’ poor drafting skills than 
anything else. 

But I didn’t expect them to look this bad. The biggest issue is, as 
expected, down the middle. The team still does not have a real bona fide 
No. 1 centre, which has been the case for decades. Explain that. That’s 
not just Marc Bergevin’s fault. It’s also the fault of a couple of previous 
GMs. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

After the team announced Tuesday that they’d signed 22-year-old centre 
Nick Suzuki to an eight-year, US$63-million contract, a friend texted me 
to gently suggest maybe it was a little quick on the draw to throw this 
much money at a young man who only has 28 career NHL goals. I agree. 
I understand why Bergevin did it. He’s worried that if he’d signed the 
usual two-year bridge deal, some team — probably the Hurricanes — 
would go after Suzuki with a hostile offer sheet and that’s the last thing 
the GM wants. 

But it’s a roll of the dice. Suzuki hasn’t looked particularly good in the first 
two games and, though it’s a small sample size, it’s worrisome. Even 
more worrisome is the play of Alexander Romanov, who has looked 
absolutely awful. Remember the hype surrounding him? It’s looking like 
just the usual Habs PR department overkill. When will fans finally figure 
out that it’s goofy for a team to proclaim that every single prospect is the 
second coming? Remember what the same Habs spinmeisters said 
about that fellow Ryan Poehling? It turns out that was just overheated 
advertising copy, once again. 

So was that Cup run just a fluke aided and abetted by a bunch of strange 
pandemic-era rule changes? Just asking. 
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About Last Night: Special teams struggle for Habs in 5-1 loss to Sabres 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Oct 15, 2021  •  23 hours ago  •   

 

Sabres' Zemgus Girgensons celebrates with teammates after scoring a 
goal against Canadiens goalie Samuel Montembeault Thursday night at 
the KeyBank Arena in Buffalo. 

While it might be premature to panic, there’s never an opportune time to 
lose 5-1 to the Buffalo Sabres. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 
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The Montreal Canadiens struggled on the power play and penalty kill 
during Thursday night’s loss at KeyBank Center in Buffalo, giving up 
three power play goals, while failing to score on four power plays of their 
own. In his Habs debut, goaltender Samuel Montembeault made 31 
saves. At the other end, 40-year-old Craig Anderson stopped 30 in the 
victory. 

Prognosticators are bearish on the rebuilding Buffalo Sabres this season, 
especially as their conflict with former captain Jack Eichel rages on. He 
was absent from the already less-than-imposing Sabres lineup, although 
they looked speedy and confident against the sluggish Habs. 

Veteran Kyle Okposo opened scoring for the Sabres with Cedric 
Paquette in the box, beating Montembeault glove side on the power play 
to give his team a 1-0 lead. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Toward the end of the first period, Zemgus Girgensons deflected a Colin 
Miller point shot to extend Buffalo’s lead to 2-0. To make matters worse, 
Chris Wideman took a hooking penalty shortly after. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Canadiens found themselves on the power play early in the second 
when Mathieu Perreault used his motor to draw a penalty in the offensive 
zone. Then Cody Eakin went to the box for tripping Christian Dvorak, 
giving the Habs 30 seconds of 5-on-3 time. Like Wednesday’s two-man 
advantage against Toronto, the Habs couldn’t score. The Canadiens hit 
the scoresheet nearly midway through the contest when Joel Armia 
emerged from behind the net, came out in front and found a pinching 
Wideman alone back door. They connected on the play to halve Buffalo’s 
lead to 2-1. It’s Wideman’s first as a Hab. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

After Montreal took a too many men penalty, it was Buffalo’s turn to go 5-
on-3 when Ben Chiarot hooked Dylan Cozens. Power play specialist 
Victor Olofsson fired a laser from the right faceoff dot that went past 
Montembeault, once again giving his team a two-goal lead at 3-1. Just 
under two minutes later with time winding down in the second period, 
Anders Bjork batted a ping-ponging puck with everyone out of place to 
extend Buffalo’s lead to 4-1 after 40 minutes. 

The Habs began the third period with 90 seconds of power play time, but 
came up short. They’re now 0-8 with the man-advantage after two 
games. Meanwhile, the Sabres power play was buzzing. They scored 
their third in six chances when Olofsson missed on his initial shot from 
the right shooting lane, but Tage Thompson in the same spot on the left 
side flipped it past the Habs netminder to make it 5-1. That’s how the 
game ended. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

A poor showing in Buffalo for the Canadiens. They’ll seek their first win of 
the season on Saturday during their home opener at the Bell Centre 
against the New York Rangers. Was the sky falling in the Liveblog 
comment section, or did they chalk it up to early-season sloppiness? A 
mix of both, but a loss to a supposedly weaker opponent always stings. 
More importantly, maybe teams will underestimate the Sabres at their 
own peril this season. 

Montreal Gazette LOADED: 10.16.2021 

1222822 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets send Yegor Chinakhov down to Cleveland Monsters 

 

Bailey Johnson 

 

The Blue Jackets assigned right wing Yegor Chinakhov to the Cleveland 
Monsters of the AHL on Friday. 

Chinakhov, the No. 21 overall pick in the 2020 draft, was scratched from 
Thursday night's season opener against the Arizona Coyotes. Earlier this 
week, Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said Chinakhov would be sent 
down to the AHL to maximize his playing time if he remained out of the 
NHL lineup. 

"He’s not going to sit here and not play, I can tell you right now, if it goes 
longer than a game or two," Larsen said. "We’re two-and-a-half hours up 
the road (from Cleveland), so the luxury is he can go play (there), come 
back. He can sit there for a weekend, a couple weeks. So, we’ll be real 
cognizant of that. He’s a young guy who needs to play.” 

Chinakhov practiced with the Blue Jackets on Friday and as such will not 
dress for the Monsters in their opening game Friday night. It's possible 
that the 20-year-old's first game in North America will be Saturday, when 
Cleveland hosts Syracuse. 

Chinakhov signed his entry-level contract with the Blue Jackets in May 
after a breakout rookie season in the KHL, where he scored 10 goals and 
notched seven assists for 17 total points in 32 games for Avangard Omsk 
in the regular season. In the playoffs, he scored five goals and added two 
assists in 21 games as Avangard Omsk went on a run to win the Gagarin 
Cup. 
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'That win was definitely for Matiss': Blue Jackets rout Arizona Coyotes in 
emotional season-opener 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

It was one of those nights that will be remembered for a long time.  

Inspired by Matiss Kivlenieks’ memory, the Blue Jackets opened their 
season Thursday with an 8-2 rout of the Arizona Coyotes.  

It wasn’t their best performance, according to coach Brad Larsen, but it 
was historic — starting with an emotional pregame ceremony that 
featured Kivlenieks’ family dropping a ceremonial first puck and finishing 
with the most goals ever scored by the Blue Jackets in a season-opener.  

“It was my most important game,” said goalie Elvis Merzlikins, who wore 
Kivlenieks' No. 80 and made 36 saves for the win. “I was obviously a little 
nervous because I didn’t want to embarrass the number in my first and 
last game that I wear that number here in Columbus. It was hard start, 
but I’m happy and proud of myself that mentally I could handle it — and 
obviously team, they helped me. They helped me right from the start.”  

Before getting a hug from defenseman Adam Boqvist (27), Columbus 
Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins (80) points to the banner 
honoring Matiss Kivlenieks following the season opening NHL hockey 
game against the Arizona Coyotes at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021. The Blue Jackets won 8-2. 

Matiss Kivlenieks:Late goalie's presence felt on Columbus Blue Jackets' 
opening night 

Kivlenieks was killed July 4 by a fireworks mortar shell while celebrating 
a wedding at the summer home of Blue Jackets goaltending coach 
Manny Legace. Merzlikins and his wife, Aleksandra, witnessed it and are 
still grieving, along with Legace and his family. 

The emotions of remembering "Kivi" weren't easy to overcome.  
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A pregame ceremony included Kivlenieks’ mother, stepfather, sister and 
godmother — who traveled from Latvia for the game. The sight of them 
at center ice nearly brought Merzlikins to tears. 

After collecting his emotions, he found his top form and his teammates 
did the rest.  

Alexandre Texier scored 40 seconds into the game to put Columbus up 
1-0 and the Jackets didn’t stop scoring until eight goals were on the 
scoreboard. 

At the end, a packed house rose in unison to chant “C-B-J!” like it was a 
playoff game. 

“That win was definitely for Matiss,” said Max Domi, who had a goal and 
two assists. “Emotional summer, emotional ceremony for everyone 
involved. Having his family here was something pretty special and it’s 
such as tough situation. But you know what? We had a chance to 
celebrate his life tonight … amazing human being that was so happy 
every single day and we miss him a lot, but that was for him tonight.”  

Oliver Bjorkstrand scored two goals and assisted on two for the first four-
point game of his NHL career. Five other Blue Jackets joined Bjorkstrand 
and Domi with multi-point games. 

Cole Sillinger made his NHL debut and picked up his first career point 
with an assist on Domi's goal. Every member of the team’s new 
leadership group scored goals too, including captain Boone Jenner and 
alternate captains Zach Werenski, Gustav Nyquist and Bjorkstrand.  

Defenseman Jake Bean scored a goal in his Blue Jackets debut, while 
Patrik Laine, Jakub Voracek, Jack Roslovic and Vladislav Gavrikov all 
had two assists.  

Columbus Blue Jackets center Cole Sillinger (34) carries the puck up ice 
toward Arizona Coyotes defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin (46) during the first 
period of the season opening NHL hockey game at Nationwide Arena in 
Columbus on Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

No lap for Cole Sillinger  

Had this been a typical night, Merzlikins would’ve allowed Sillinger to 
skate a couple solo laps around the Jackets’ zone before making his 
NHL debut.  

This wasn’t a typical game because of the Kivlenieks tributes, which 
included Merzlikins leading the Jackets onto the ice for warmup wearing 
Kivlenieks’ jersey.  

“Wearing (his jersey) in warmups, especially, his last name … it was a 
weird feeling,” Merzlikins said. “It was weird feeling. It was like he was 
there with me. I mean, this game was my most important game and I’m 
definitely going to remember it forever, this game.”  

Fans applaud a goal by Columbus Blue Jackets center Alexandre Texier 
(42) during the first period of the season opening NHL hockey game 
against the Arizona Coyotes at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

Max Domi, Alexandre Texier got it started  

It took 40 seconds for the Blue Jackets to go up 1-0 on Texier’s goal, 
which he scored by skating to the net and tipping a long backhand shot 
Domi shoveled toward the net from the right wing.  

It was the second-fastest goal scored in a season-opener in franchise 
history, trailing only Geoff Sanderson’s goal 31 seconds into a game Oct. 
4, 2001 against the St. Louis Blues.  

It also snapped a 42-game goal drought for Texier, who wears No. 42.  

Patrik Laine finds a new power play ‘office’  

Bjorkstrand put the Blue Jackets up 2-0 by redirecting Werenski’s shot 
with 5:55 left in the first period. It capped a power play that included an 
interesting strategic changeup involving Laine and Werenski.  

Laine usually camps out on the left wing, near the face-off dot, while 
Werenski runs the point from above the circles. The two switched 
positions during that power play, which gave Werenski the puck for a 
wrister from the left circle that Bjorkstand deflected.  

Laine was at the top, ready for a one-timer had a setup feed come. It’s a 
tactic the Washington Capitals deploy when opposing penalty-killers 
cheat their coverage toward Alex Ovechkin "office" in the left circle.  

That’s Laine’s “office” too and teams in the preseason were overplaying 
him there. Moving him around adds another layer of uncertainty to where 
his rockets will come from, plus his skill as a passer allows him to run the 
point like a defenseman.  

“Oh, yeah, that’s by design,” Larsen said. “If you’ve ever watched 
Washington, they try to free up Ovechkin by moving him up to the top. 
These guys are always talking. Now they’ve been working together for 
almost two weeks now. They go to Plan B and C when they take away 
A.”  

Columbus Blue Jackets right wing Oliver Bjorkstrand (28) celebrates a 
goal with center Boone Jenner (38) behind Arizona Coyotes defenseman 
Conor Timmins (25) during the first period of the season opening NHL 
hockey game at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021.  

Oliver Bjorkstrand stays hot  

Bjorkstrand is one of the most unheralded players in the NHL and 
continues to excel while the rest of the hockey world sleeps on his talent. 

He’s a silent assassin.  

Bjorkstrand followed his five goals in the preseason with two goals and 
four points, showing again how lethal he can be with the puck on his 
stick. If he can stay healthy for a full season, surpassing 30 goals 
shouldn’t come as a surprise to anybody who watches this team closely.  

Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins (80) stops a shot 
from Arizona Coyotes left wing Lawson Crouse (67) during the second 
period of the season opening NHL hockey game at Nationwide Arena in 
Columbus on Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

Elvis Merzlikins' jaw-dropping save  

Merzlikins made the save of the night against Coyotes forward Lawson 
Crouse at 3:21 of the second, preserving a 3-1 lead.   

Clayton Keller and Nick Schmaltz executed a 3-on-2 rush to near 
perfection after carrying into the Columbus zone. Keller fed a pass to 
Schmaltz in the slot and quickly set up for a one-timer off a return feed. 
Rather than clapping it toward the net, Keller saw Crouse skating to the 
back side of the net and sent him a pass for a redirection from the 
doorstep. 

Merzlikins did the splits, lunging far to his right while stretching his right 
leg behind him and stopped the puck with that leg pad. He then made a 
second save with his glove that wasn't officially recorded because off-ice 
officials apparently missed Crouse’s follow off the rebound.  

“That was crazy play, actually,” Merzlikins said. “(Keller) really got me. I 
was super late (getting over), but again, like … for all games, this one 
was the most important. I actually wasn’t thinking about the result. I was 
just thinking to win the game. I knew that and I didn’t put the pressure on 
myself. I didn’t want to make shutout, if I’m honest, because that would 
be really hard. That would be harder on me, so for me it was most 
important thing … just win the game. That’s all that I wanted to do.”  

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen not thrilled  

Larsen called it a “strange” game because he felt the Coyotes outplayed 
his team for much of it. The Blue Jackets, however, roasted Arizona 
goalie Carter Hutton for eight goals on 26 shots.  

“Seeing Matiss’ family was tough on a lot of guys,” said Larsen, who won 
his first game as an NHL head coach. “We talked yesterday as a group 
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about the things we may go through. It was a tough game … I don’t think 
we played all that well. We found ways to score, and that’s awesome. We 
have such a better game in us.”  

Columbus Blue Jackets center Boone Jenner (38) celebrates a goal 
during the second period of the season opening NHL hockey game 
against the Arizona Coyotes at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

Boone Jenner, Cole Sillinger and Max Domi clicking  

They’ve only been playing together a week, ever since Domi (shoulder 
surgery) was cleared for contact, but the Blue Jackets’ third line has 
looked impressive in their only two games together.  

"Definitely a good blend," Domi said. 

After combining for a goal by Domi in the Jackets’ final preseason tune-
up, the unit's chemistry carried over to this game. Domi assisted on a 
goal by Jenner that made it 3-0 early in the second and Sillinger set Domi 
up for a goal that made it 7-1 at 8:48 of the third. 

It was Sillinger's first NHL point. 

“Domi made a great play there, and (the puck) was in the air,” Sillinger 
said. “I was lucky enough to hit it out of the air, so the whole way down it 
was a foot race. The whole way down, I hear ‘Domes’ say ‘Silly, behind 
ya, behind ya,’ so I just tried to take body position and tap the puck 
behind my legs. He was right there. He’s gonna score that shot. It was a 
great shot.”  

Mike Sillinger returns to Columbus 

Sillinger's parents, Mike and Karla, had a great vantage point from their 
seats, as did family friends Greg Henchel and Liza Kessler — whom Cole 
is staying with in New Albany. Mike played for 12 NHL teams over a 
career that spanned 17 years, including two seasons with the Blue 
Jackets (2001-2003). 

Cole was born at Riverside Hospital during that stint. 

"I was nervous throughout the day, but I'm not too nervous now, after 
watching him on the ice and just seeing the warmup," the elder Sillinger 
said prior to the game. "It obviously brings back memories of when I 
played. Cole was born here and I got traded a couple months after. Now, 
it's kind of crazy. Here I am 20 years later and I've got an 18-year old 
who's playing his first game. It's a special time." 

Columbus Blue Jackets center Sean Kuraly (7) and Arizona Coyotes left 
wing Ryan Dzingel (10) fight during the second period of the NHL game 
at Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio Oct. 14. 

Blue Jacket vs former Blue Jacket  

Sean Kuraly, the Jackets’ fourth-line center, got into a fight late in the 
second period with Arizona’s Ryan Dzingel. It brought the crowd to its 
feet, briefly, for more than the reason of a scrap breaking out in the 
neutral zone.  

Kuraly, who’s from Dublin, played for the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets 
development program and advanced to play collegiately at Miami 
University. Dzingel, who’s originally from Chicago, played at Ohio State 
and also had a brief stint as a Blue Jacket to finish the 2018-19 season.  

That stint did not end well.  

Dzingel didn’t make many friends in Columbus, was scratched for a 
game against Kuraly’s Bruins in the playoffs and wasn’t extended a 
contract offer to extend his stay. He signed as a free agent the following 
summer with the Carolina Hurricanes and is now with the Coyotes.  

Kuraly was thrilled to sign with the Blue Jackets this past summer and 
return to play for his "hometown" team. It made for good theatre, even 
though the fight didn’t last long. 

Both got off a punch before they dropped to the ice together in a heap.  

Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins (80) stops a shot 
from Arizona Coyotes left wing Ryan Dzingel (10) during the second 
period of the season opening NHL hockey game at Nationwide Arena in 
Columbus on Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

Elvis Merzlikins has plans for jersey  

Merzlikins said this was the only time he will ever wear Kivlenieks’ jersey 
number in a game. Asked what he plans to do with the jersey he wore, 
he said there’s a frame already waiting for its arrival.  

He’s going to hang it on the wall in a house that he and Aleksandra 
recently bought, along with one of Legace’s jerseys from his playing days 
with the Detroit Red Wings and a jersey sent by former Blue Jackets 
center Pierre-Luc Dubois — a close friend who changed his number to 
80 with the Winnipeg Jets to honor Kivlenieks.  

Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins wears Matiss 
Kivlenieks jersey for warm-ups prior to the season opening NHL hockey 
game against the Arizona Coyotes at Nationwide Arena in Columbus on 
Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.  

Blue Jackets’ three stars  

First  

Matiss Kivlenieks, goalie, Blue Jackets  

The late Blue Jackets goaltender was all over the arena in spirit, from a 
giant No. 80 banner unfurled before the game to “80” painted into the ice 
behind both nets. Columbus players, led by Merzlikins, played for their 
former teammate's memory and made sure the night ended with an 
inspirational Blue Jackets victory. 

Second  

Merzlikins, goalie, Blue Jackets  

The Jackets’ star netminder was at his best with the No. 80 on his back. 
He made 36 saves, including his dazzling stop against the 3-on-2 rush in 
the second period that required him to do the splits.  

Third  

Oliver Bjorkstrand, Blue Jackets, right wing  

After leading the team with five preseason goals, Bjorkstrand kept it 
rolling right into the regular season with two more plus two assists, 
including one on the power play. 
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Earning NHL debut at age 18, Blue Jackets' Cole Sillinger ready for more 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Cole Sillinger hasn’t even been a Blue Jacket for 100 days.  

The 18-year old center went into his NHL debut against the Arizona 
Coyotes on Thursday at Nationwide Arena just 83 days after the Blue 
Jackets selected him 12th overall July 23, their second of three first-
round picks in this year’s draft. 

He'll be at day 85 on Saturday when the expansion Seattle Kraken make 
their inaugural visit to Columbus. 

That’s less than three months if you're keeping track and he’s been a 
contracted player less than two months (57 days), signing an entry-level 
deal Aug. 18 to make it official. Since then, Sillinger has dominated a 
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prospects tournament along with fellow rookie Yegor Chinakhov, skated 
with Patrik Laine and Jakub Voracek during his first NHL training camp 
— two of the league's most dangerous threats — and proved himself 
worthy of staying by holding up through five preseason games.  

That would be a whirlwind for most his age, but not for Sillinger, the 
youngest of former Blue Jackets center Mike Sillinger’s three sons. 

“I don’t think ‘whirlwind’ is the right word,” said Sillinger, who was born in 
2003 at Riverside Hospital. “I think it’s just … it’s been a process. It’s 
been a day-by-day process.”  

He might’ve been born here, but Sillinger's pronunciation of “process” — 
emphasis on the “pro” — is a giveaway to his western Canadian 
upbringing in Regina, Saskatchewan. If that sounds familiar, it’s because 
that’s the same hometown as former Blue Jackets defenseman Ryan 
Murray, whom the club selected second overall in 2012.  

The two know each other, attending offseason skates back home, and 
the former Jacket told the newest one he'd enjoy playing in Columbus 
sooner or later.   

Turned out to be sooner.  

“After I got drafted, the next step was ... in my mind it was, ‘I want to 
make the team,’ right?” Sillinger said. “And now here I am. So, for sure, a 
lot of hard work has been put into (it), but it’s been a fun process.”  

Emphasis on the “pro.”  

Cole Sillinger’s fast track  

Eleven teenagers are on NHL rosters to start the season, including 
Sillinger. He and Anaheim Ducks forward Mason McTavish (third overall 
pick in July) are the only 18-year olds.  

Sillinger’s debut made him the sixth 18-year old in Blue Jackets history to 
crack the team’s NHL lineup, following Rostislav Klesla (2000), Rick 
Nash (2002), Dan Fritsche (2003), Gilbert Brule (2005) and Nikita Filatov 
(2008).  

He’s fourth-youngest among that group, which led to advice pouring in 
before his first game from teammates, family and coach Brad Larsen.  

“Have fun,” Larsen said, when asked what he’d tell the teenage center 
going into the game. “That’s it. He’s a smart player. You don’t want to fill 
his head with a whole lot. Just be competitive, work your tail off and have 
fun, and enjoy it because you only get one first game.”  

Blue Jackets' roster was the goal 

Sillinger was asked what kind of mindset he brought to his first NHL 
training camp. He answered directly. 

“The way I thought of it was, ‘I’m in this position for a reason,’ right?” 
Sillinger said, when asked his approach coming into his first NHL camp. 
“I had to be confident in my game and in myself as a person.”  

He checked both boxes.   

There's no lack in confidence in his playing style, no fear battling for 
loose lucks against men and no nervous stumbles in interviews. He's 
polished. Prepared. Sillinger is even built for the NHL at a stout 6-0, 201 
pounds.  

His ability as a two-way center, playing hard on both sides of the puck, is 
also a rare commodity with players his age.  

“We don’t have many 18-year olds playing like that,” Voracek said. “He’s 
pretty physical and he’s strong on the stick, which is really important. I 
think that’s the main focus that everybody in the organization is going to 
look at, how well defensively (he plays) and how good in the battles he is, 
because offensively, obviously he is very talented. I don’t think you have 
to worry about his offense.”  

Unless you’re an opposing coach.  

Sillinger started out centering the Blue Jackets’ third line, skating with 
recently-anointed captain Boone Jenner on the left wing and 
reinvigorated Max Domi on the right, and they clicked almost instantly. 

All three are comfortable taking face-offs, all can create havoc 
forechecking and it didn't take long for them to produce a goal by Domi in 
their first game together. 

Sillinger forced a turnover in the third period of the Jackets' final 
exhibition tune-up and quickly fed Domi for a one-time rocket from the 
slot that beat Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 

He barely had time to call for the pass.  

“Just more of an instinct as hockey players, right?” Sillinger said. “He’s 
sitting in the slot, corked and ready, so I’m going to give him the puck. 
And it happened to be in the back of the net and it happened to be a fast 
play. You have to think at a fast pace if you want to play in this league.”  

There’s no time for whirlwinds. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite roller-coaster affair, Canucks find way to secure 
victory in shootout 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 16, 2021, 1:22 AM 

 

The Vancouver Canucks are crushing two-goal deficits and blowing two-
goal leads. They’re up, they’re down, winning shootouts, losing 
shootouts. They’ve got the other team’s fans either booing or roaring with 
joy. 

Man, what a season. And that’s just the Canucks’ first two games. 

With 80 to go in Vancouver’s National Hockey League schedule, it’s too 
early for anyone without self-invented simulation models to definitively 
brand the Canucks good or bad, but they’ve been riotous fun to watch so 
far. And with the NHL and its fans reunited in arenas after the COVID-19 
estrangement, fun feels important. 

On the road in a hostile building – Philadelphia fans can be hostile to any 
team, including their own – the Canucks blew a two-goal lead in the final 
2 ½ minutes of the third period Friday, only to dominate overtime before 
winning 5-4 in a shootout when Flyers goalie Carter Hart turned back into 
a pumpkin. 

This bungee jump of a game followed the Canucks season-opening loss 
Wednesday in Edmonton, where they surged back from a late, two-goal 
deficit before losing 3-2 to the Oilers in a shootout. 

The bottom line is this imperfect club, with a bunch of new players in the 
lineup and a bunch of old ones still unavailable, has launched itself into 
the regular season by taking three out of four points at the start of a six-
game road trip. 

“We just got better as the game went on,” Canucks coach Travis Green 
said late Friday. “We weren't very good in the first period. Philly has us 
hemmed in our zone. I didn't think we had our skating legs. We talked to 
the team after the first, and I really like how they responded. Second 
period was good. I thought our third period might have been our best 
period. 

“For the most part, I've liked probably five of our six periods so far, and 
it's nice to see our guys get rewarded tonight.” 
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NON-BUBBLE DEMKO 

It feels almost derisive now to refer to Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko 
as “Bubble Demko” whenever he plays well because he has done that so 
frequently since his brief, brilliant cameo in the playoff bubble two 
summers ago. His identity deserves a far deeper (and updated) 
foundation. 

Due to the plot twists and emotions at the end of the game, Demko’s 
sublime work in the opening period, when he seemed like the only 
Canuck facing the Flyers’ roster, was easy to overlook. Philadelphia had 
the game’s first eight shots, overwhelmed Vancouver 14-5 in the first 20 
minutes, yet led only 1-0. And that goal was a fluke, the rebound from 
Joel Farabee’s shot bouncing in off Canuck defenceman Tucker 
Poolman. 

The most basic element of Friday’s win is that Demko was much better 
than Hart, who was awful in the middle period before making a bunch of 
saves in the final 25 minutes. 

But in the shootout, Demko stared down Sean Couturier and Claude 
Giroux, while Hart was badly beaten by Elias Pettersson and J.T. Miller. 
Hart somehow lost his angle on Pettersson, leaving the Canucks’ best 
player with a tonne of open net to left of the goalie’s catching glove. 

“Last second, I changed (my shot) because I saw there was an opening 
on the low glove side,” Pettersson explained. “So I went to that when I 
saw the opening.” 

LOST LEAD 

There was a lot of discussion post game about a disputed penalty call 
against Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson and a dubious icing 
call that Vancouver winger Matthew Highmore appeared to beat, which 
enabled the Philadelphia comeback. But there wasn’t enough talk about 
Canucks captain Bo Horvat needlessly icing the puck between the third 
and fourth Flyer goals by shooting for the empty net from his blue line. 

Horvat is usually excellent defending five-against-six, but on the icing that 
led to the faceoff preceding Giroux’s tying goal at 18:48, the Canuck had 
room to skate with the puck or make a soft chip but instead rifled wide of 
the empty net from 120 feet away. 

“The icing is one of those plays you'd like have back, but I thought he 
(Highmore) beat it,” Green said. 

Part of the Canucks’ second-period surge that saw them score four times 
was fuelled by rookie Vasily Podkolzin’s pure, undiluted euphoria after 
scoring his first NHL goal to tie it 1-1 at 2:36. 

After a nice play in the neutral zone by Tyler Myers to spring a three-on-
two rush, Podkolzin carried the puck in on right wing, looked pass, then 
shot brilliantly under the bar glove-side on Hart. It was with a similar shot 
that Pettersson scored his famous first goal against Mike Smith and the 
Calgary Flames three years ago. 

“I just got so happy for him because when he scored, I just remembered 
2018 when I scored my first goal,” Pettersson said. “I just remembered 
the joy I had, like just something exploding inside of me. I mean 
(Podkolzin’s) been working so hard. Always comes with a smile to 
practices, so he's an awesome guy to have on the team and I'm really 
happy he got the first one there.” 

Green said: “We were joking around with him this morning. I told him I 
had a feeling he was going to get one tonight. That's great to see. It's 
such a special moment, something that you never forget. Everyone 
knows. . . it's hard to get to this league. And to get that first goal, you're 
always dreaming about it as a kid.” 

LOVE THE MOMENT 

Miller said he didn’t feel the Flyers took the game away from the Canucks 
late in the third. What he felt at that moment, besides confidence, was 
gratitude for the privilege of playing in front of 19,338 screaming fans at 
the Wells Fargo Center. 

“You don't want to give up two goals in the last couple of minutes,” Miller 
said. “But at the beginning of overtime, I looked up in the crowd and it 
gives you chills to feel that again. That's a big reason we play. We need 
the fans; they need to be here. That was a pretty rockin' atmosphere. I 
definitely took a step back before overtime and realized how nice and 
lucky we are to have the fans back.” 

We’d need another thousand words to fully unpack this game, but the 
Canucks twin dynamos, Conor Garland and Nils Hoglander, always 
seemed to be on or hounding the puck. They were excellent. But another 
forward who was really good but got little love was checking centre Jason 
Dickinson, who had three shots and three hits and whose team had a 10-
2 shot advantage and 80.1 per cent of expected goals when he was on 
the ice at five-on-five. 

FINALLY, SO BAD IT WAS FUNNY 

Pettersson, who had six shots on net for the second straight game, went 
0-for-7 on faceoffs. No one asked him about that during his post-game 
Zoom availability. 

“No questions about faceoffs?” he mused as he left the microphone. 
“They will be better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Fighting is on its way out, but Kassian knows the risks — 
and won't stop now 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 15, 2021, 10:59 PM 

 

EDMONTON — I couldn’t watch the replay of Zack Kassian falling to the 
ice during a fight last Thursday night. Like, who wants to watch a hockey 
player’s head bounce off the cold, hard ice for a second or third time? 

Outside of Kassian himself, of course, who watched the replay “multiple 
times.” 

“I remember everything until I hit the ice,” Kassian recalled on Friday, the 
day before he returned to the lineup for a Battle of Alberta tilt on Hockey 
Night in Canada. “I remember falling, and having that ‘Uh, oh,’ moment. 
Then I remember coming to, with a lot of people around me. Scary 
incident. Fluky, but stuff like that happens. 

“I came to pretty quickly after the incident. Done multiple tests and 
everything has come back positive. I’m cleared to play.” 

Scores of people — many of whom who would never find themselves on 
a hockey rink, let alone engaged in bare knuckle fisticuffs — would take 
fighting out of the sport entirely. The guys who actually play hockey and 
fight once in a while are fine with the inherent risks. At least that’s what 
this hockey writer finds, when I speak with the game’s more active 
pugilists. 

One time, Kassian busted Brandon Dubinsky’s orbital bone in a fight. It 
was messy and injurious. Another time, Kassian busted his hand in a 
scrap with Erik Gudbranson, who will be waiting for Kassian as a 
member of the Flames blue-line corps on Saturday at Rogers Place. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Last Thursday, in a tilt with then-Vancouver Canuck Zack McEwen, 
Kassian’s helmet was ripped off. When the two combatants fell, 
Kassian’s head slammed against the rock-hard sheet of ice, knocking 
him unconscious. 
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McEwen was the first to motion towards the Oilers bench to come help 
Kassian. He could see his adversary was in trouble. 

“Definitely a scary incident,” Kassian said. “You lay unconscious on the 
ice for a few seconds, it’s tough to see. But when you play hockey you’re 
on blades, you don’t wear helmets sometimes, it can be dangerous. 

“But I’ve been in multiple fights before, even through my junior days, and 
that has never happened. Like I say, it’s a fluke.” 

Why would a guy put himself through something like that, you ask? 

Why wouldn’t the Kassians of the world secretly cheer a ban on fighting, 
so he could just skate up and down his wing, score a few goals, and 
collect his big fat NHL pay cheque? 

I’m not sure exactly how Kassian would answer those questions, but 
here’s my best guess: 

Mind your own business. 

“You see an incident like that, and the first (conclusion) to come to is, 
let’s stop fighting altogether,” said Kassian, 30, who lost his father at age 
eight to a heart attack, and has conquered alcoholism and drug use. 

Today, he has a wife and two beautiful young daughters. He is, by all 
accounts, 100 per cent clean. 

Kassian puts on his pants one leg at a time and leaves the house to go to 
work, just like the rest of us. He just might come home with a black eye 
or skinned knuckles, that’s all. 

“Me, personally, I think (fighting) should always be in the game,” he said. 
“Staged fighting? I don’t think there’s a place for that. But the flare-ups, 
standing up for your teammates… It’s an emotional game, and there are 
going to be some fights here and there. That’s what makes hockey 
unique.” 

Look, fighting is on its way out of the NHL. We all accept that. 

The pace of extinction has been slower than many would like, but it’s 
dying the same death that newspapers, four-hour baseball games, and 
expensive golf memberships are dying. Its day is coming. 

But while we’ve eliminated the jobs of the “heavyweights,” hockey people 
fall over themselves in the search for the tough guy who can still play in 
today’s lightning-fast game. 

Fights happen seldom now, too seldom to employ a guy who simply 
fights. But players who can play AND fight, like Tom Wilson, Ryan 
Reaves — or even better, a 25-minute top pairing defenceman like 
Darnell Nurse, who can really play, and really fight — well, these guys 
are gold in today’s game. 

Kassian’s recent performance places him somewhere below that group. 
But he was a first-round draft pick because he has average to above-
average skill, skates very well for a man who stands six-foot-three and 
weighs 210 pounds, and he could fight like hell. He played on Canada’s 
World Junior team, remember. 

There was a time when, if two players trying out for a team had equal 
skill, a coach would take the better fighter. 

Today? 

“Not a factor at all,” said Oilers head coach Dave Tippett. “It’s inevitable 
that it’s going to leave. There are so many different factors on (its) 
decline.” 

Speed, officiating, a decline in players who can keep up with the pace of 
today’s game and also fight, the fact there are no fighters coming from 
junior and college the way there used to be. 

“You used to be able to have a couple of guys who weren’t in the flow of 
the game but were there for a reason,” Tippett said. “Now, you need four 
lines that can play at place. Play against anybody.” 

As for Kassian, you can think whatever you want to about his motives, 
his intelligence, his social awareness. 

Here’s the reality: He’s a young-ish father living out his dream in the 
NHL, and he fights three or four times a season — at a time and against 
an opponent of his own choosing. Kassian has career earnings of more 
than US $26 million. 

If you were him, would you listen to the socially conscious set? 

“If I listened to them, I probably would not have made it to the NHL,” 
Kassian said. “It’s one of my attributes; one of things that makes me a 
unique player all the way from junior hockey ‘til now. It’s given my family 
a great life, and it’s something I enjoy doing. 

“I consider myself a good hockey player,” he said. “I never lace my 
skates up saying, ‘I have to go out and fight every night.’” 

He fights when he wants to, because he wants to. 

If that bothers you, then change the channel. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' Tkachuk in it for long haul: 'Exactly what I 
wanted to transpire' 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

October 15, 2021, 10:31 AM 

 

If it had been up to Brady Tkachuk, he would have jumped down from the 
stands and joined the game in the middle of the first period. 

That’s how fired up Tkachuk was to be back in Sens Land, his new 
seven-year contract with the Ottawa Senators firmed up mere hours 
before their opening night game against the visiting Toronto Maple Leafs. 

With upcoming games on Saturday, Sunday and next Thursday, Tkachuk 
said it will be a group decision on when he will return to action. He 
sounded ready already. 

Head coach D.J. Smith said he will likely activate Tkachuk Sunday at 
home to Dallas or Thursday in Ottawa against San Jose. 

Adrenaline alone might carry No. 7, despite having missed all of training 
camp and the pre-season. 

Oh, what a red-letter day for a 22-year-old who could soon be wearing 
the letter "C." A deal was done after months of negotiations, flights 
quickly arranged from Michigan, where Tkachuk had been skating, family 
contacted via group chat with Brady’s message: "All she wrote!" Brady’s 
sister, Taryn, was in class and couldn’t focus when she learned the 
news. His mom, Chantal, was in tears and Brady gave her a quick call 
before scrambling to make connections that would bring him to Ottawa 
via Montreal. 

“It’s been a crazy day and words can’t express how happy and excited I 
am,” Tkachuk said. 

“This is exactly what I wanted to transpire ... the city has been great to 
me ever since I’ve gotten here, the fans have been so supportive and 
teammates as well.” 

As he spoke to media during the first intermission of the Senators' 
thrilling 3-2 win over the Maple Leafs in their home opener, Tkachuk said 
he was so happy to see the boys again he might stay up half the night 
shooting the (breeze) with them. 
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Tkachuk arrived at the rink too late to be introduced along with the team, 
but in a fitting sequence for an historic day for the franchise, Tkachuk 
was presented to fans on the scoreboard monitor, to the tune of "Stone 
Cold" Steve Austin’s entrance theme. Instinctively, he waved to the 
crowd and launched into his Frank the Tank celly routine. 

“That was a blur,” Tkachuk said of his introduction and salute to the 
screaming CTC crowd. “I didn’t really know what I was going to do, I was 
just overwhelmed by the support. Unbelievable.” 

Showing his usual good eye, Tkachuk said he was struck by the fact 
there were a lot more red colour schemes in the crowd than invading 
forces in blue. 

That Tkachuk brings some of Stone Cold’s grit and pizzazz is just part of 
the reason this long-term deal restores faith with the fan base and brings 
a sense of hope for the future. Though his agents entertained ideas of a 
shorter deal, Tkachuk said he envisioned this kind of commitment from 
"Day One" as a Senator. Tkachuk will be 29 when it ends. 

Asked about his big brother Matthew’s pointed comments as the talks 
dragged on, Tkachuk smiled and more or less admitted that was Matthew 
being Matthew. 

“I can’t control anyone else’s opinions, but of course he has always had 
my back,” Tkachuk said of Matthew, a winger with the Calgary Flames. 

Speaking pre-game, general manager Pierre Dorion confirmed the deal 
was essentially consummated on Tuesday in Belleville, Ont., once he 
received the greenlight from Senators owner Eugene Melnyk. The 
meeting, which lasted close to three hours, was arranged through a 
clever play on words — Dorion asking Tkachuk’s Toronto-based 
representatives (Craig Oster and Don Meehan) to “meet us halfway.” 

On term? Dollars? 

No. Halfway along Highway 401. He wanted to meet in Belleville, home 
of the B-Sens, Ottawa’s American Hockey League affiliate. Go figure. It 
all came together in "Bellevegas." 

Dorion vowed to remain professional during his availability but deep 
down was full to bursting with the news of Tkachuk signing long term. 
And he couldn’t hide it. It would have been a colossal disappointment if 
the GM didn’t go full-on PD over this one. Dorion was heard before he 
was seen, gregarious, boisterous, as he exchanged greetings with fans 
and staff outside the media room, and again on the way out. 

“Inside, there is a huge smile,” Dorion said, “because this is such a great 
day for us.” 

Dorion credited all parties in the process, including a final push from his 
boss upstairs. 

“Sometimes you guys don’t know what our owner (does), and I don’t 
want to go into details ... but in the car (via phone), the owner said, 
‘Pierre, get this done.’ You know what, I felt as powerful as I’ve ever felt.” 

And while the deal was the end result of months and months of back and 
forth negotiations, Dorion said he never lost hope in getting a long-term 
deal, never felt resigned to settling for a bridge deal. 

“Deep down in my heart, I knew Brady really wanted to be here long 
term, and that says a lot about the player,” Dorion said. “Now, were there 
a few bumps in the road? Yeah, about a week ago I felt there was a little 
bump in the road and that’s why I picked up the phone and said, 'Craig, 
do you want to meet, just you and me together? You want the group to 
meet Tuesday morning?' (The group it was, including Senior VP Pierre 
McGuire and AGM Peter MacTavish). We did a lot of work Tuesday. 
Over the last 48 hours or so, both sides did a lot of work.” 

Street cred rising 

While Dorion and Melnyk have spoken endlessly about the “plan,” and a 
commitment to spend to the cap en route to legitimate contention, until 
Thursday there were doubts they could pull it off. Scratch the skin of the 
average fan on the street and they would bleed skepticism. 

Today they all feel a little bit like the biblical Doubting Thomas after he 
was able to touch the scar of Jesus. They’re believers. And it’s not just 
fans. 

Seven years for No. 7 completely alters the perception of this franchise 
throughout the hockey world. For it isn’t just Tkachuk who is locked in. 
Thomas Chabot, who anchors the D-corps, has seven years left on his 
deal paying $8M per. Winger Drake Batherson, 23, is signed on for the 
next six years with an AAV just under $5M. 

Dorion stays up nights — happily, he says — calculating how to fit as 
many of Ottawa’s great young pieces into the cap structure down the 
road. He is already talking about how to accommodate centre Josh 
Norris and even Jake Sanderson, a defenceman still in college but who 
may be the best prospect playing outside of the NHL, in Dorion’s 
estimation. 

No doubt, growing pains remain. But they weren’t top of mind on the 
occasion of Ottawa’s perfect 2021-22 Home Opener — a magical day 
that began with Tkachuk's deal and concluded with an entertaining Battle 
of Ontario victory in front of a screaming home crowd embracing post-
pandemic hockey. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Cap comparables: Bruins' Charlie McAvoy joins elite 
company 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

October 15, 2021, 6:30 PM 

 

Aleksander Barkov, Mika Zibanejad, Nick Suzuki, Brady Tkachuk and 
Ryan Pullock have all earned lucrative, long-term contracts in the past 
week alone. 

Well, you can add Charlie McAvoy's name to this list of stars after the 
defenceman signed an eight-year, $76-million extension with the Boston 
Bruins, the team announced Friday. 

McAvoy has finished top-10 in Norris Trophy voting in each of the past 
two years and will continue piloting Boston’s top defensive pairing and 
top power-play unit in 2021-22. 

The 14th-overall pick from 2016 is a talented puck mover whose career 
plus-80 plus/minus rating ranks second among all defencemen since 
2017-18 behind only Victor Hedman. 

McAvoy’s 122 points in 235 games since debuting in 2017 ranks 34th 
overall among all defencemen but sixth among defencemen aged 25 or 
younger. 

Taking more than 11 per cent of his team’s cap means McAvoy will be 
counted on to continue producing at least at the same rate he usually 
does – otherwise the optics won’t be great. 

If the Bruins struggle as Makar, Hughes, Hamilton and others pile up 
significantly better point totals than McAvoy, the Long Beach, N.Y., native 
could bear the brunt of criticism from a loyal fan base. 

However, if McAvoy’s recent playoff production is any indication of the 
numbers he’s capable of posting in the future then fans won’t have 
anything about which to worry. McAvoy had a career-best 12 points in 11 
playoff games earlier this year. 
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Werenski is the only contemporary whose 2022-23 cap hit his currently 
higher than McAvoy’s, however it’s Werenski’s former D partner who 
ends up being the most direct comparison. 

Although there’s more than a three-year age difference, Jones and the 
younger McAvoy have identical term and dollars on their new deals and 
their respective stat lines over the past three seasons are remarkably 
similar. 

Don’t be surprised if in the next handful of years we see names like 
Adam Fox, Mikhail Sergachev, Rasmus Dahlin and a few others use 
McAvoy’s success as a comparative negotiating tool when it comes time 
for their agents to work on their next deals. 
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Flames embracing identity shift as season opener looms 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

The Calgary Flames might not be the most fun or entertaining team to 
watch this season, with lots of dumping-and-chasing, puck battles in the 
corners, and stifling neutral zone play expected, but as they start their 
first full season in the Darryl Sutter 2.0 era, the coach has made one 
guarantee. 

“Honest and hardworking,” Sutter responded, when asked about what the 
identity of his team.  

Like the Los Angeles Kings, with whom Sutter won two Stanley Cups, 
these Calgary Flames will be tough to play against. What does that entail 
for a smaller forward like Gaudreau who might not fit the traditional Sutter 
mould? 

“He is hard to play against,” the coach emphasized. “If he uses his 
speed, tries to score, great work ethic … That’s what he’s really good at. 
He has been one of the best players in training camp in terms of hanging 
onto pucks and being a high-volume guy, a possession guy, good in his 
own zone. He’s been all of those. That’s what you want, and that’s what 
you expect.” 

Gaudreau, who will start on a line with Lindholm and Tkachuk in the 
season opener in Edmonton on Saturday, knows that while he won’t be 
physically intimidating, he can be tough to play against in other ways. 

“It’s making plays on the ice, being smart in my own zone,” he said after 
Tuesday’s practice. “I’m obviously not going to kill anyone or hit anyone 
too, too hard. But like Darryl says, keep your stick on the ice at the right 
time when you’re going in on the forecheck, things like that. 
Backchecking. Working hard. Just trying to help your team win games.” 

Key to the Flames’ hopes in a wide-open Pacific Division will be two 
mainstays returning from off-season surgeries.  

After an 82-point campaign in 2018-19, Monahan’s production has fallen 
off a cliff. In the two seasons since, he’s combined for 76 points in 120 
games. This week, he spoke about the hip pain he started experiencing 
six games into last season and how he’s feeling after surgery in the 
spring. 

“It doesn’t hurt anymore,” he said. 

His life away from the rink has improved as well thanks to the procedure. 

“It was walking, sitting, anything really, but I’m pretty happy it’s fixed…I 
don’t know if anybody’s ever 100 per cent [healthy]. You want to get as 
close as you can to that, but for me it’s been a while.”  

On the back end, Hanifin was in the midst of a breakout season playing 
with Chris Tanev when his season ended prematurely with a shoulder 
injury. 

With Giordano now in Seattle, Hanifin will be relied on even more at even 
strength and get time on the second power-play unit. He will start the 
year paired with 

, another 24-year-old blueliner the Flames are counting on. 

“[Sutter]’s pushing me to play the game that got me to this level, which is 
being aggressive, skating, using my feet,” Hanifin said. “Not just sitting 
back and worrying about making a mistake or anything. It’s just being 
aggressive, being assertive, playing the game fast, and using my 
skating.” 

To have a chance at the playoffs, the Flames will need to improve on 
how they’ve started in recent seasons. Since 2011-12, their October 
winning percentage of 0.495 is their lowest of any month. 

Given a tough road schedule to start the season, including games in 
Washington, New York, and Pittsburgh, Calgary can’t afford to return to 
the Saddledome at the end of the month already needing to make up 
ground. 

“I can’t remember once since I’ve been here we’ve had a good start and 
put us in a good spot the first 10 or 15 games,” Tkachuk said. 

“Maybe we’ve just got to bear down and realize how important those first 
10 games are to get off to a good start and make sure you’re feeling 
good,” Gaudreau added. “In the past we haven’t done that. It would be 
great for our team to finally do that and get a good start instead of trying 
to catch up.” 
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