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Here’s to how the Hurricanes fought past Nashville to earn the season’s second win 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes got another goal from Andrei 
Svechnikov, off to a terrific start this season. 

The Canes again got goals from Jesper Fast and Teuvo 
Teravainen. 

But the Hurricanes’ 3-2 victory Saturday over the Nashville 
Predators, their second of the season, centered squarely on 
the man in net and the smooth, calm and focused play of 
goalie Frederik Andersen. 

Andersen had 38 saves and was named the game’s first star 
as the Canes followed up a high-scoring win over the New 
York Islanders on Thursday with their first road win of the 
season. Fighting the puck at times in the opener, the guy 
they call “Freddie” stood tall — and he’s a tall goalie at 6-4 — 
as the Predators (0-2-0) pressed and attacked at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

“That was the difference,” Brind’Amour said on a media call 
after the game. “I haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the 
three years I’ve been (coach) where clearly the goalie was 
the reason we won the game or that we needed him to win. 
We didn’t play a very good game in front of him but he came 
up huge.” 

The Predators’ Ryan Johansen scored in the second period 
after picking off a lazy Svechnikov pass in the neutral zone 
and skating in alone on Andersen for a backhander. The 
Preds’ second goal, by Filip Forsberg, came with 44.7 
seconds left in regulation with Nashville pulling goalie Juuse 
Saros for a sixth attacker. 

“He played awesome,” Svechnikov said. 

Svechnikov, the biggest star of the season opener with two 
goals and an assist, called his turnover a “big mistake” but 
atoned for it. His third goal of the season, on a heavy shot off 
a Martin Necas pass, pushed the Canes ahead 2-1 with six 
minutes left in regulation after Andersen had made a glove 
save on a Forsberg shot. 

“I had to do that and I’m glad we won today,” Svechnikov 
said. 

Teravainen then added an empty net goal for a 3-1 lead with 
1:12 left in the third, but Forsberg’s late score made things 
tense at the end. The Preds were pushing hard to force 
overtime in a game that had the physicality, puck battles and 
gritty intensity of the Stanley Cup matchups the two teams 
had in the opening round last season. 

Saros, after allowing Fast’s goal in the first period, was 
effective as the Predators tied the score in the second and 
began the third period with a power play. Canes defenseman 
Brady Skjei was called for tripping with a second remaining 
in the period. 

The Canes killed off the Skjei penalty and another on Vincent 
Trocheck in the third to keep it a 1-1 game as Andersen 
made some hustling stops. Nashville was 0-4 on the power 
play despite getting nine shots on goal. 

“Our penalty kill bailed us out,” Brind’Amour said. 

Svechnikov’s goal came after defenseman Brett Pesce 
flipped the puck out of the Canes zone to the neutral zone. 
Necas, on the right wing, set up Svechnikov for the blast on 
the left side. 

Pesce also assisted on the Teravainen goal and played more 
than four minutes on the penalty kill. 

Brind’Amour said he “shuffled the deck” with his lines during 
the game. He did keep the Jordan Staal line intact with Fast 
and Nino Niederreiter, which he called the “only line that was 
going.” 

The Canes had a chance to take control in the first. Fast 
scored on a shot from the left circle for a 1-0 lead and the 
Canes, pressuring the Preds, then had 1:37 of a 5-on-3 
power play. 

But poor puck movement and too few shots during the two-
man advantage became a big miss for Carolina. The Preds 
aggressively forechecked in the second period after the 
Canes’ had a solid edge in puck possession in the first. 

“Our power play was atrocious tonight. I don’t know what we 
were trying to accomplish,” Brind’Amour said. 

Playing the Predators didn’t have the same freshness that 
the opener against Islanders, once again a Metropolitan 
Division opponent. The Canes and Preds faced off eight 
times in the 2021 regular season in the Central Division, then 
again in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs as 
Carolina advanced in six games. 

The Predators, who play their first four games at home, were 
beaten Thursday by the Seattle Kraken in their season 
opener — for Seattle, a historic first NHL win for the 
expansion Kraken.
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Hurricanes vibe check: ‘Jordo’s line,’ Freddie Andersen’s save, blend-o-rama in Nashville 

By Sara Civian 

NASHVILLE — The first road trip of the Hurricanes’ season 
meant a little bit more than it usually would — especially for 
somebody like Jordan Martinook. Many Hurricanes players 
agreed last year that their extroverted alternate captain, 
known as “Marty Party,” was taking the isolation of COVID-
19 restrictions the hardest. But now the team is fully 
vaccinated, and that means getting back some of those on-
the-road experiences that bring a team together. 

“(It’s huge) just being able to go out for dinner,” Martinook 
said after the morning skate at Bridgestone Arena. “Not 
having to Uber Eats and have your order get screwed up, 
which obviously I made known last year I wasn’t a fan of that. 
And this is how you build chemistry, especially with new 
(faces), so much turnover. You need to go out and build that, 
just go out and not talk about hockey and get to know each 
other. That’s a big thing. Game day is the same, that doesn’t 
change. But the night before is a big thing.” 

After the first somewhat normal road game eve in quite some 
time, the Hurricanes beat the Predators 3-2 thanks to … well, 
yeah, almost entirely thanks to Freddie Andersen. 

“Well, clearly, that was the difference,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “Haven’t seen a lot of 
games like that in the three years I’ve been doing this, where 
clearly the goalie was the reason we won the game or that 
we needed him to win. It’s usually that the goalie plays good, 
but we’re also playing well. That was not the case tonight. 
We didn’t play a very good game in front of him. Came up 
huge.” 

• The late-game tie Brind’Amour blend-o-rama reared its 
head for the first time this season — and it worked out. “After 
the second period, we just shuffled the deck a little just 
because there was nothing going the way it should look,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was clear that the only line that was 
going well was Jordo’s line, in my opinion, so we just kept 
them together and just made tweaks here or there and hope 
to get a little juice out of it. I thought we played a better 
period in the third.” I’d agree with that assessment. After a 
rough game in the neutral zone … 

… Andrei Svechnikov scored off a slick pass from blend-o-
rama linemate Martin Necas. Then of all the madness in the 
world, a Teuvo Teravainen open-net goal appeared in the 
wild. 

• If you’re new here, Brind’Amour doesn’t often change the 
lines at the start of a game after a win — bold concept, I 
know — and often that includes the goalie. Andersen made 
38 saves Saturday and looked considerably more 
comfortable than he did in the first game. He was tested in all 
kinds of situations, made all kinds of saves and is the 
primary reason the Canes hung on for the win. For 
reference, I asked him if he could describe what was going 

on around him during “that crazy save in the third,” and he 
asked which one. “He played awesome,” Svechnikov said. “I 
don’t know how many shots they had, but I felt like they had 
50 or 60 shots. He made some big saves.” They were big 
saves and they were opportune — the Canes were 4-for-4 
on the penalty kill despite their best efforts to let Nashville 
score. 

• When we talk about depth on this team, we’re usually 
talking about the new acquisitions. But Jesper Fast has two 
goals in two games, and more than that he’s been looking 
like the type of player the Canes thought they were getting in 
the first place since training camp. “He’s been steady,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You know what you’re getting out of him. 
That’s what you love about him as a coach. That’s why 
teammates love him because he just plays the same way. 
He got rewarded for it here early in the year, but he’s played 
well. He made a couple of nice plays here too that he didn’t 
connect on. He was really solid. Killing penalties … he’s 
been good, and that’s one of the reasons that we got the win 
tonight. Jordo’s line, they were effective.” The Canes looked 
their best in general when the Nino Niederreiter—Jordan 
Staal—Jesper Fast line combined with the Jaccob Slavin—
Ethan Bear pairing. Fast obviously scored his goal, but there 
were several other high-danger chances from the group and 
just overall dominance. Remember when Brind’Amour said 
Staal showed up to camp and won the fitness test? This kind 
of thing benefits everyone on that line, and it results in first-
line minutes (Fast and Staal led all forwards in even-strength 
time on ice). 

• The neutral zone was a mess for both teams throughout 
the game. I just wanted to point that out. 

• We’ve already discussed the dilemma the CHL-NHL 
agreement presents when it comes to Seth Jarvis. The 
Hurricanes obviously ended up using the one decent option 
for a player ready to move on from junior but competing for a 
spot on a ridiculously deep team: keep him for nine games. 
Some of you are, of course, eager to see him play and 
wondering when his opportunity will start, but think about it: 
They can keep him up in the NHL until World Juniors if they 
really want, if they play him for only nine games. Why not be 
patient, let him get a taste of NHL practices and day-to-day 
life, then give him an opportunity when the current roster 
needs a shakeup for whatever reason? You obviously 
shouldn’t keep him out of game play for too long, but on Feb. 
1 he turns 20, then he can play in the AHL. 

• Two years ago today, then-Hurricanes TV host Mike 
Maniscalco was admitted to a San Francisco hospital with a 
large mass in his abdomen. Saturday, Maniscalco called his 
first away game in person, living his dream as Hurricanes 
play-by-play announcer. Thank you, Mike, for being a 
constant inspiration and an even better friend.
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Svechnikov, Andersen lead Hurricanes to 2-0-0 start 

By Cory Lavalette 

Coming off their goal-filled season opener, the Hurricanes’ 
follow-up Saturday in Nashville was more like Carolina’s 
playoff series against the Predators — low-scoring and 
tightly contested. 

The end result was also similar. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s tie-breaking goal with six minutes 
remaining put Carolina ahead for good, and the Hurricanes 
improved to 2-0-0 on the season with a 3-2 win in Nashville. 

Svechnikov, who finished with a team-high seven shots on 
goal, had a difficult outing up to that point, having turned the 
puck over on the Predators’ first goal and taking a slashing 
penalty when the game was tied late in the second. 

“I made a big mistake when they scored their first goal,” said 
Svechnikov, who now has three goals through two games 
this season. 

As time ticked away in the third, Martin Necas collected an 
up-ice flip from defenseman Brett Pesce and drove the 
Predators defender back in the zone before passing left to 
Svechnikov, who quickly fired the puck short side past Juuse 
Saros (29 saves) to give Carolina a 2-1 lead at 14:00 of the 
third. Teuvo Teravainen added an empty-net goal with 72 
seconds left, making the goal by Nashville’s Filip Forsberg 
27 seconds later nothing more than window dressing. 

But the Hurricanes couldn’t have ever gotten to that point 
without goaltender Frederik Andersen. Making his second 
career start for Carolina, Andersen stopped 38 shots in out-
dueling Saros. 

“I haven’t seen a lot of games like that, in the three years that 
we’ve been doing this, where clearly the goalie was the 
reason we won the game, in my opinion,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Usually our goalies play good but 
we’re playing well. That was not the case tonight. We didn’t 
play a very good game in front of him, but he came up huge.” 

Andersen was particularly good when Carolina was on the 
penalty kill. After not facing a shot on goal in just over five 
minutes of shorthanded time in the opener, Andersen was 
perfect with nine saves in 7:24 at 5-on-4 at Bridgestone 
Arena. 

“I think you can create momentum for you too,” Andersen 
said of the penalty kill. “So that’s important to be ready to go 
and come out and kind of take that away from them. That’s 
obviously a big chance for any team in this league to get a 

man advantage. So I think when you can kill it off, it’s such a 
huge momentum boost for the team and the guys on the 
bench.” 

Andersen seemed to have a calming influence on the team 
throughout the game — a stark contrast to predecessors 
Petr Mrazek, who fed off crowd energy when at his best, and 
Alex Nedeljkovic, whose sprawling, acrobatic style and puck-
handling made for more of a pendulum swing. 

“The key to my game is good positioning, being athletic,” 
Andersen said. “But I think you’re going to have different 
emotional swings in the game and it’s a really exciting sport. 
There’s going to be ups and downs in every game and every 
period, so I think the better you can ride that wave and not let 
it affect you, I think it’s beneficial for you.” 

After surrendering an early lead to the Islanders on 
Thursday, Carolina got on the scoreboard first in Nashville. 

Jesper Fast, who redirected a shot to give Carolina its first 
lead against New York, did it again Saturday, rushing up the 
left wing and firing a shot past Saros’ glove to put the 
Hurricanes up 1-0 just 6:19 into the game. 

“You can’t have success as a team without a Jesper Fast, 
without those kind of players that know how to play, you can 
count on at the end of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “And 
chipping in too with some goals, that’s huge.” 

The Predators knotted the score just before the midway point 
of regulation when Svechnikov’s turnover led to Ryan 
Johansen powering a backhand past Andersen to make it 1-
1 at 7:54 of the second. 

Just over 26 minutes later, Svechnikov made amends with 
his go-ahead goal. 

“I saw the short side upstairs, and I’m glad I got that goal,” he 
said. 

Notes: Brett Pesce finished with two assists and logged 
23:12 of ice time, second only on the team to Jaccob Slavin 
(24:15). … Brind’Amour shuffled the lines in the third period, 
most notably moving Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the fourth line 
and elevating Jordan Martinook to the first. … Ian Cole and 
Tony DeAngelo had their second straight solid game. While 
neither registered a point, they had the best 5-on-5 
possession numbers on the team (80% for Cole, 76.19% for 
DeAngelo, according to NaturalStatTrick.com). … All of 
Svechnikov’s game-high five individual scoring chances 
came at even strength.
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Recap: Canes Come Away with 3-2 Victory in Nashville 

Andersen outstanding, keeping Carolina in the contest 
throughout 

By Walt Ruff 

NASHVILLE - In a contest that felt reminiscent to their 
Stanley Cup Playoffs battles from just five months ago, the 
Carolina Hurricanes prevailed against the Nashville 
Predators Saturday night by a score of 3-2. 

Andersen Outstanding 

There was no shortage of excitement in the first period of the 
contest, one that concluded with each team registering 14 
shots amid a slew of penalties and close chances. Frederik 
Andersen was busy and it was just the start to what would be 
his hectic evening. 

An Andrei Svechnikov turnover at center ice in the second 
directly led to the Predators' game-tying tally. However at no 
fault to Andersen, it was just the beginning of a big push from 
the home side. In search of their go-ahead goal, Andersen 
then finished the second with yet another 14. 

While the quantity was not as high in the third, two crucial 
penalty kills that included highlight-reel saves from "Freddie" 
were some of the biggest moments of the finish. Including a 
stop in which he reached behind his own back with his glove 
before diving backwards to keep out a Nashville rebound 
chance, Andersen was the backbone to the club the entire 
way. 

Finishing with 38 stops in a team performance that was not 
up to par for Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour, the Danish 
netminder was worthy of all the praise received post-game. 

The Svechnikov Situation 

Everyone that knows anything about Andrei Svechnikov 
knew he was going to be incredibly disappointed and hard on 
himself following his gaffe that led to Nashville's opening 
goal and subsequent attack. 

So as the game progressed into the middle stages of the 
third still tied, it became only fitting that Svechnikov was able 
to play hero for his team. 

Martin Necas deserves major credit for the setup on the tally, 
but it was the lethal release from the Canes #37 on world-
class goaltender in Juuse Saros that silenced the 
Bridgestone Arena crowd. 

Don't Overlook It 

The Canes are now 2-0-0 with wins coming in very separate 
fashions, yet both against good teams. 

Thursday night it was a dynamic offensive output against a 
strong team in the New York Islanders. Tonight it was a very 
strong goaltending effort. 

While Rod Brind'Amour doesn't want to win games in the 
fashion that the team did tonight, it's nice to know that the 
team's goaltenders can provide that sort of execution. Being 
that the mantra going into the team's opener was that both 
goalies would play, not many would've batted an eye if Antti 
Raanta were in the crease tonight. Alas, it was Andersen and 
he made good on his chance. 

What They Said About It: 

Frederik Andersen on his performance: 

"I was just trying to continue my process of focusing on the 
next shot. You can't really focus on too much else, especially 
when you play a good team. You just have to play the next 
shift, just like the players do and as goalies it's the next shot. 
We stayed in the fight and got out of it with two points." 

Rod Brind'Amour on Svechnikov allowing Nashville to tie the 
game, but coming up with the response: 

"That's going to happen, those kind of plays. But that's the 
type of ability that he has. He's a game-changer. He gave 
their's up but obviously then he got it back because he has 
that type of ability and that's why he's a special player." 

Andrei Svechnikov's feelings on his mishap but then heroics: 

"I made a big mistake and I hate to do that, but I'm glad we 
won today. 

What's Next? 
A trip north of the border! The Canes head to Montreal to 
take on the Canadiens Thursday night.
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Andersen makes 38 saves for Hurricanes in win against Predators 

Svechnikov scores go-ahead goal at 14:00 of third 

By Robby Stanley 

NASHVILLE -- Frederik Andersen made 38 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 3-2 win against the Nashville 
Predators at Bridgestone Arena on Saturday. 

Jesper Fast, Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
scored, and Brett Pesce had two assists for the Hurricanes, 
who have won their first two games of the season. 

"I just tried to continue my process of focusing on the next 
shot," Andersen said. "You can't really focus on too much 
else. They have a bigger team. You just want to stay in the 
fight and do the next shift. That's what the players do. As 
goalies, it's the next shot. Like I said before, I think we 
stayed in the fight and got another two points." 

Ryan Johansen had a goal and an assist, and Juuse Saros 
made 29 saves for the Predators, who have lost their first 
two games. 

"I thought we played pretty well," Nashville coach John 
Hynes said. "I thought in the first period we were under 
duress a little bit, and really it was self-inflicted by us. Just 
our execution coming out, I thought we were rimming pucks 
too much along the wall and we didn't play with enough 
poise in our own zone. 

"But I thought we did a good job in the second and third. I 
think when you look at the style of game that we want to play 
and being able to put them under duress and give ourselves 
a chance, I think there's lots to build on." 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 14:00 of the 
third period on a wrist shot from the left face-off circle on the 
rush. He took a pass from Martin Necas and beat Saros 
short side. 

"[Goaltending] was the difference, obviously," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I haven't seen a lot of games like 

that in the three years that I've been doing this, where clearly 
the goaltender was the reason we won the game or we 
needed him too. It's usually the goalies are playing good, but 
we're playing well. We didn't play a very good game in front 
of him, but he came up huge." 

Fast gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 6:19 of the first period on a 
wrist shot from the left circle. 

"He's been steady," Brind'Amour said. "You know what 
you're getting out of that guy, and that's what you love about 
him as a coach. That's why you love him and his teammates 
love him, because he just plays the same way. He's gotten 
rewarded here early in the year, but he's played well." 

Johansen tied the game 1-1 at 7:54 of the second period 
with a backhand shot from the slot on a breakaway after 
stealing the puck in the neutral zone. 

"We did a lot of things better tonight," Johansen said. 
"There's so many positives. It just [stinks] that the fact of the 
matter is we're 0-2 and have got to find ways to win hockey 
games. It's hard to win hockey games in this league. So it's 
too bad. We worked our [backsides] off. They made a big 
play there at the end. It was a great hockey game." 

Teravainen scored an empty-net goal to make it 3-1 with 
1:12 left in the third period. 

Filip Forsberg scored on a rebound to make it 3-2 with 45 
seconds remaining and Saros pulled for the extra skater. 

"[Andersen] played awesome," Svechnikov said. "I don't 
know how many shots they had. I thought they had like 50 or 
60 shots today, and he made big saves. I was glad to see 
that we won today and to help him as well." 

NOTES: Svechnikov and Nashville defenseman Roman Josi 
each had a game-high seven shots on goal. … Svechnikov 
scored two goals in Carolina's season-opening 6-3 victory 
against the New York Islanders on Thursday.
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Svechnikov, Teravainen score late, Hurricanes beat Preds 3-2 

By Jim Diamond 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov made a 
mistake in the second period and made up for it in the third.  

Svechnikov scored with 6:00 left in the third period, and 
Teuvo Teravainen added a late empty-net goal as the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Nashville Predators 3-2 
Saturday night.  

Jesper Fast also scored, and Frederik Andersen made 38 
saves for Carolina, which has won its first two games. 

“I haven’t seen a lot of games like that for three years I’ve 
been doing this, where clearly the goalie was the reason we 
won the game,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Usually the goalies play good, but we’re playing well. That 
was not the case tonight. We didn’t play a very good game. 
He came up huge.”  

Ryan Johansen had a goal and an assist, and Filip Forsberg 
also scored for the Predators, losers of their first two games. 
Juuse Saros finished with 29 saves.  

“We did a lot of things better tonight,” Johansen said. “So 
many positives. ... The fact of the matter is that we are 0-2. 
We’ve got to find ways to win hockey games. It’s hard to win 
hockey games in this league. It’s too bad. We worked our 
butts off.”  

With the game tied at 1-all late in the third, Svechnikov beat 
Saros with a wrist shot from the left circle high to the short 
side for his third goal of the season.  

“I made a big mistake when they scored their first goal, and I 
had to do that,” Svechnikov said. “I’m glad we won today.” 

Fast scored the game’s first goal at 6:19 of the first, with a 
wrist shot from the left faceoff dot that beat Saros high to the 
glove side. The goal was Fast’s second of the season. He 
posted six in 46 games played last season, his first as a 
member of the Hurricanes.  

Johansen tied the game at 1-all at 7:54 of the second. After 
stripping the puck from Svechnikov in the neutral zone, 
Johansen skated into Carolina’s end and beat Andersen high 
to the short side with a backhand shot.  

“I tried to do my process of focusing on the next shot,” 
Andersen said. “You can’t really focus on too much else, 
especially when you play a good team, I think you just want 
to stay in the fight and do the next shift. That’s what the 
players do, and as goalies, it’s the next shot.”  

Teravainen scored into an empty net with 1:12 remaining in 
the third. 

Forsberg scored off of a rebound with 44.7 seconds 
remaining and Saros pulled for an extra attacker, but the 
Predators could not find the equalizer.  

PK SUCCESS 

Nashville finished the 2020-21 season 29th out of 31 teams 
on the penalty kill, with a 75.6 success rate, and allowed two 
power-play goals in two opportunities in Thursday night’s 
opener against the Seattle Kraken. But Saturday against the 
Hurricanes, the Predators successfully killed off all four 
Carolina power plays, including 1:37 of a 5-on-3. Nashville 
limited the Hurricanes to just three shots on goal during 
those four power plays.  

“I thought the penalty kill was good,” Nashville coach John 
Hynes said. “On the 5-on-3, I thought we stayed really 
compact. I thought the guys were in shot lanes. We didn’t let 
a lot of pucks get through us. When they did get a couple to 
the net, I thought our net collapse was strong.”  

Carolina went 2-5 on the power play in their season-opening 
victory over the New York Islanders.  

FAMILIAR FOES 

Due to last season’s divisional realignment, the Predators 
and Hurricanes were in the Central Division during the 
shortened season. Carolina won six of the eight regular-
season matchups and also dismissed Nashville in the teams’ 
first-round playoff matchup in six games. With the teams 
back in their regular divisions for the 2021-22 season, the 
teams will meet just once more in the regular season, Dec. 
19 in Raleigh.  

INGRAM RECALLED 

Nashville recalled goaltender Connor Ingram from Milwaukee 
of the AHL earlier Saturday to serve as Saros’ backup due to 
David Rittich being added to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol 
list.  

WHAT’S NEXT 

The Predators host the Los Angeles Kings on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes are off until Thursday, when they travel to 
Montreal.
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Andersen, Canes hold on to defeat Predators for second straight win to open season 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators, 3-
2 Saturday night at Bridgestone Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

In the 17th meeting between the two teams, just in 2021 
alone — counting regular season, playoffs and preseason 
games — it was mostly the same storyline that you’ve come 
to expect.  

A physical and hard fought match, tightly played, where 
frustrating saves are being made left and right by the 
goaltenders, and with every inch of ice of the ice having to be 
earned. 

But it was the Carolina Hurricanes that emerged victoriously 
from the quagmire, snatching a late go-ahead goal and 
staving off the last minute push by the Nashville Predators to 
escape with a 3-2 win Saturday night at Bridgestone Arena.  

The Canes had settled into the game fairly quickly, killing off 
an early penalty just a few minutes into the game and they 
wasted no time taking it to the Preds. 

It was noted offensive specialist, Jesper Fast, with the fast 
tally as he entered the zone, kept the puck and sniped it, top 
corner, bar down. 

From there, the Canes and Preds played an even period, 
exchanging chances back and forth, but the on-ice standouts 
were far and away the netminders. 

Frederik Andersen, who had a bit of rebound issues 
Thursday against the Islanders, was completely dialed in, 
tracking pucks well and coming up big with stops time and 
time again. 

And his counterpart in yellow, Juuse Saros, was just as up to 
the task. The Finnish netminder has been the lifeblood of the 
Nashville Predators of late and he continued to show why, 

putting on a dominant performance in front of the raucous 
Bridgestone Arena crowd. 

Andrei Svechnikov, who had a dominant performance in the 
season opener on Thursday, gifted Nashville the puck at the 
blueline where Ryan Johansen picked it up, split the Canes’ 
defense and roofed a backhander over Andersen. 

After that, the ice began to tilt towards Nashville and 
Andersen was doing all he could to keep his team in the 
game. 

It was a rare dud overall for Carolina who was outshot 40-32 
in the game, where no one but the Jordan Staal line with 
Fast and Nino Niederreiter was having much success.  

Rod Brind’Amour even ended up going to the line blender 
fairly early into the third period trying to find a spark for his 
team. 

And he managed to find one late in the third. 

After the Hurricanes survived another wave of Nashville 
offense, Brett Pesce aerialed a puck out of the zone where it 
corralled by Martin Necas who fed it to Svechnikov for a 
beautiful short side goal. 

With time ticking down, Nashville pulled Saros for the extra 
attacker, but Teuvo Teravainen managed to nail the long 
range clear into the empty net for a 3-1 lead.  

The Predators pushed again, and a late goal by Filip 
Forsberg made it interesting, but Andersen and the Canes 
shut it down the rest of the way to secure the win, their first 
time starting a season 2-0 with both wins coming in 
regulation since 2001. (CC: @bdleblanc).  

The Canes will continue on the road trip and head north to 
face their best friends the Montreal Canadiens Thursday 
night.
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They Said It: Svechnikov, Andersen, Brind’Amour after win in Nashville 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators 3-
2 Saturday night at Bridgestone Arena. Andrei Svechnikov, 
Frederik Andersen and Rod Brind’Amour spoke to the media 
after the game. 

By Ryan Henkel and Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Nashville Predators went toe-
to-toe in a 2021 playoff rematch on Saturday night. And just 
like in the first round of last year’s postseason, the 
Hurricanes came out victorious in a tightly contested affair. 

After the win, Rod Brind’Amour, Andrei Svechnikov, and 
Frederik Andersen spoke to the media. Here’s what they had 
to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Frederik Andersen’s performance: Well clearly, that was 
the difference. Haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the 
three years I’ve been doing this, where clearly the goalie was 
the reason we won the game or that we needed him to win. 
It’s usually that the goalie plays good, but we’re also playing 
well. That was not the case tonight. We didn’t play a very 
good game in front of him. Came up huge. 

On Andrei Svechnikov’s low and high moments in the game: 
That’s going to happen, those kinds of plays. But he’s a 
game changer. Had the turnover obviously, but he got it 
back. He has that ability. That’s why he’s special.  

On Brett Pesce: He logs such heavy minutes. The penalty kill 
was good, while the power play was atrocious. I don’t even 
know what we were trying to accomplish there. That wasn’t 
very impressive. But our penalty kill bailed us out and he’s a 
huge part of that. He logs heavy, heavy minutes against their 
better players all night and he was good. 

On what goes through his mind when he blends lines: After 
the second period, we just shuffled the deck a little just 
because there was nothing going the way it should look. It 
was clear that the only line that was going well was Jordo’s 
line in my opinion so we just kept them together and just 
made tweaks here or there and hope to get a little juice out 
of it and I thought we played a better period in the third. 

On Jesper Fast: He’s been steady. You know what you’re 
getting out of him. That’s what you love about him as a 
coach. That’s why teammates love him because he just 
plays the same way. He got rewarded for it here early in the 
year, but he’s played well. He made a couple of nice plays 
here too that he didn’t connect on. He was really solid. Killing 
penalties… He’s been good and that’s one of the reasons 
that we got the win tonight. Jordo’s line, they were effective.  

On Fast being a sneaky good kind of player: He gets 
overlooked because we have some bigger name players 
that, rightfully so, get their kind of say on how we do, but you 
can’t have success as a team without a Jesper Fast. Those 
kinds of players that know how to play and you can count on 
it at the end of the game and they chip in too with some 
goals. That’s huge. 

On Jesperi Kotkaniemi taking longer to adjust and get in 
sync: I don’t think it’s trouble. Tonight, it wasn’t just that line. 
We had three lines that were not up to par so we made some 
shifts. I think there’s a definite learning curve with how we’re 
doing things, but I think he’s coming along. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if he has always had a strong shot: I try to improve it 
every day. I’m not sure if I’ve always had a shot, but I always 
try to work on it. 

On Andersen’s performance: He played awesome. I don’t 
know how many shots they had, but I felt like they had 50 or 
60 shots. He made some big saves. 

On what his plan was on his go-ahead goal: Necas made a 
great play. He got it under the stick and passed it to me. I 
shot it short side because he was going from the right side to 
the left side and I saw some room on the short side upstairs. 
I’m glad I got that goal. 

On how the team’s second game compared to the first game: 
They played an awesome game. They played fast. We 
played pretty good, too, but we made some mistakes, 
especially me too. We’re going to work on it and be ready for 
the next game. 

On if he feels like he’s had some more luck this season: You 
want to work hard and show your best performance. Last 
year, I felt like I didn’t have much luck. This year, I think I 
have so hopefully it keeps going. 

Frederik Andersen 

On what happened during his hectic save in the third period: 
I don’t remember all of the specifics, but I think I had a 
feeling that it was sneaking behind me, so I turned around to 
try to cover that post up. I didn’t really know where the puck 
was until the guys cleared it out, so they did a great job of 
helping me out there. 

On how he dealt with Nashville’s growing offensive pressure: 
I was just trying to stay to my process of focusing on the next 
shot. They’re a good team. We were just trying to stay in the 
fight and the next shift, that’s what players do. As a goalie, 
it’s the next shot. I think we stayed in the fight and got two 
points. 

On if his calm presence is one of his strengths: I try to. The 
key to my game is good position and being athletic. You’re 
going to have different emotional swings during a game. It’s 
a really exciting sport, so there’s going to be lots of ups and 
downs in every game and every period. The better you can 
ride that wave and not let it affect you, it’s beneficial for you. 

On the importance of the team’s penalty kill: It’s huge. We 
won 3-2, so it’s important for the guys to be ready to go and 
come out and take that away from them. It’s a big chance for 
any team in this league to get a man advantage. When you 
can kill it off, it’s a huge momentum boost for the team and 
the guys on the bench.
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Canes eke past Nashville on the road  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the road for the first time this 
season, taking down the Nashville Predators 3-2 in 
Bridgestone Arena on Saturday, Oct. 16. The two teams 
entered the third period in a 1-1 deadlock, but the Hurricanes 
pulled away with a pair of late goals by right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov and left wing Teuvo Teravainen to ice the game. 

Right wing Jesper Fast’s game-opening goal at the 6:19 
mark of the first period gave Carolina the upper hand early, 
but the Canes were unable to extend their lead past one goal 
until the closing moments of the game.  

After Nashville matched Carolina with 14 first-period shots, 
Nashville center Ryan Johansen evened up the score with 
an unassisted goal in the second period. Svechnikov 
coughed up the puck in the neutral zone and Johansen ran 
away with it to ultimately pull the Preds even. 

The Predators swung the momentum in their favor in the 
second period, outshooting Carolina 15-8. Canes goalkeeper 
Frederik Andersen and his defense knew they needed to 
step it up in the third period and that’s exactly what they did. 

“That was a difference honestly,” said Canes head coach 
RodBrind’Amour. “I haven't seen a lot of games like that in 
the three years that we've been doing this where clearly the 
goalie was the reason we won the game, in my opinion. 
...Usually the goalies play good but we're playing well. That 

was not the case tonight. We didn't play a very good game in 
front of him but he came up huge.” 

Andersen played with his hair on fire in the third period, 
stopping the Predators’ shots left and right to keep his team 
in the game. In a spectacle of his flexibility, Andersen even 
reached behind his back to nab a loose puck just before it 
drifted over the goal line. 

Andersen continued to fight hard in net, ultimately getting a 
lead to work with as time wound down. The Canes skaters 
regained the lead in six minutes into the third period thanks 
to a quick breakaway combo as defender Brett Pesce, center 
Martin Necas and Svech raced up the ice for Svechnikov to 
put a rocket of a shot from the left side past Nashville 
netminder Juuse Saros and make it a 2-1 Carolina lead. 

“I made a big mistake when they scored their first goal and I 
had to do that.” Svechnikov said. “I'm glad we won.” 

Carolina padded its lead a few minutes later when 
Teravainen extended the Hurricanes’ lead to 3-1 with just 
1:12 to go, but that was not the end of the goal-scoring 
action. Nashville pulled one back with 45 seconds left thanks 
to a goal by left wing Fiip Forsberg. It was too little, too late 
for the Predators though, and the Canes came away with the 
two points. 

Carolina will get a five-day break before traveling north of the 
border to take on the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday, Oct. 
21. Puck drop is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. ET.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 17, 2021 

 

 

 

Wolves opener goes Rockford’s way 

C.J. Smith and Ryan Suzuki stake Wolves to 2-0 lead before 
visitors' rally  

The Chicago Wolves fired twice as many shots as the 
Rockford IceHogs, but the IceHogs came away with the 5-3 
victory Saturday night at Allstate Arena in the Wolves’ 28th 
season opener. 

Forwards C.J. Smith and Ryan Suzuki and defenseman Eric 
Gelinas scored for the Wolves (0-1-0-0), who finished with a 
43-22 shot advantage over the IceHogs (1-1-0-0) in 
Chicago’s first game at Allstate Arena since March 8, 2020. 

Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky thought the game 
changed when his squad outshot Rockford by a 16-2 margin 
in the first period, yet couldn’t score. 

“They got through the first period 0-0,” Warsofsky said. “We 
had some really good chances to score and could kind of 
feel (a Rockford rally) coming a little bit.” 

The Wolves opened the scoring 18 seconds into the second 
period on Smith’s power-play goal. Captain Andrew 
Poturalski raced through the neutral zone with the puck and 
spied Smith open in the high slot. Smith dragged the puck 
briefly to gain space and whistled a wrister past goaltender 
Arvid Soderblom’s blocker. 

Suzuki, the Carolina Hurricanes’ first-round pick in 2019, 
gave the Wolves a 2-0 lead with a short-handed goal at 5:28 
of the second. Suzuki swiped Soderblom’s attempted clear, 
then fed defenseman Josh Jacobs for a shot from the bottom 
of the right circle. Soderblom blocked that attempt, but 
Suzuki poked the rebound between the goalie’s skates. 

Rockford slashed Chicago’s lead to 2-1 when center Evan 
Barratt capitalized on a Wolves turnover at 6:48 of the 
second. The IceHogs pulled even when Lukas Reichel got a 
step on the defense and flipped a shot that goaltender Alex 
Lyon deflected, but not enough to prevent it from crossing 
the line. Rockford’s Brett Connolly gave the visitors a 3-2 
edge when he finished off a 2-on-1 at 15:20. 

The IceHogs boosted their margin to 4-2 at 5:46 of the third 
when Mike Hardman hacked at a loose puck in the defensive 
zone and it skittered all the way down the ice to set up Alex 
Nylander for a breakaway that he slipped past Lyon. 

The Wolves pulled within 4-3 with 5:46 left in regulation when 
Dominik Bokk set up Gelinas for a one-timer on the power 
play. Nylander earned an insurance goal with an empty-net 
breakaway with 1:21 to play. 

Soderblom (1-0-0) posted 41 saves to win his North 
American debut while Lyon (0-1-0) stopped 17 of 21 shots. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 23, when they host the Milwaukee Admirals on Breast 
Cancer Awareness Night. 

Fans can honor their breast cancer survivor by donating 
$175 —providing a mammogram for someone who cannot 
afford one — to purchase a breast cancer survivor stick. A 
Wolves player will write the survivor’s name on his stick and 
autograph it after the game. To get tickets, email a Wolves 
ticket representative HERE or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255063987.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/2893641/2021/10/17/hurricanes-vibe-check-jordos-line-freddies-save-blend-o-rama-in-nashville/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/svechnikov-andersen-lead-hurricanes-to-2-0-0-start/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-come-away-with-3-2-victory-in-nashville/c-326937762 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-game-recap/c-326734274 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-nashville-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-329b75f6b99e431e8ab11b9c19035fc2 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/16/22730592/frederik-andersen-carolina-hurricanes-hold-on-defeat-nashville-predators-to-open-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/16/22730653/they-said-it-svechnikov-andersen-brindamour-after-win-in-nashville-pesce-kotkaniemi 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-eke-past-nashville-on-the-road/article_613ffd0c-2efc-11ec-a6b4-93818e5f2758.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/16/wolves-opener-goes-rockfords-way/ 
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Here’s how the Hurricanes fought past past Nashville to earn the 
season’s second win 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes got another goal from Andrei Svechnikov, off to 
a terrific start this season. 

The Canes again got goals from Jesper Fast and Teuvo Teravainen. 

But the Hurricanes’ 3-2 victory Saturday over the Nashville Predators, 
their second of the season, centered squarely on the man in net and the 
smooth, calm and focused play of goalie Frederik Andersen. 

Andersen had 38 saves and was named the game’s first star as the 
Canes followed up a high-scoring win over the New York Islanders on 
Thursday with their first road win of the season. Fighting the puck at 
times in the opener, the guy they call “Freddie” stood tall -- and he’s a tall 
goalie at 6-4 -- as the Predators (0-2-0) pressed and attacked at 
Bridgestone Arena. 

“That was the difference,” Brind’Amour said on a media call after the 
game. “I haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the three years I’ve been 
(coach) where clearly the goalie was the reason we won the game or that 
we needed him to win. We didn’t play a very good game in front of him 
but he came up huge.” 

The Predators’ Ryan Johansen scored in the second period after picking 
off a lazy Svechnikov pass in the neutral zone and skating in alone on 
Andersen for a backhander. The Preds’ second goal, by Filip Forsberg, 
came with 44.7 seconds left in regulation with Nashville pulling goalie 
Juuse Saros for a sixth attacker. 

“He played awesome,” Svechnikov said. 

Svechnikov, the biggest star of the season opener with two goals and an 
assist, called his turnover a “big mistake” but atoned for it. His third goal 
of the season, on a heavy shot off a Martin Necas pass, pushed the 
Canes ahead 2-1 with six minutes left in regulation after Andersen had 
made a glove save on a Forsberg shot. 

“I had to do that and I’m glad we won today,” Svechnikov said. 

Teravainen then added an empty net goal for a 3-1 lead with 1:12 left in 
the third, but Forsberg’s late score made things tense at the end. The 
Preds were pushing hard to force overtime in a game that had the 
physicality, puck battles and gritty intensity of the Stanley Cup matchups 
the two teams had in the opening round last season. 

Saros, after allowing Fast’s goal in the first period, was effective as the 
Predators tied the score in the second and began the third period with a 
power play. Canes defenseman Brady Skjei was called for tripping with a 
second remaining in the period. 

The Canes killed off the Skjei penalty and another on Vincent Trocheck 
in the third to keep it a 1-1 game as Andersen made some hustling stops. 
Nashville was 0-4 on the power play despite getting nine shots on goal. 

“Our penalty kill bailed us out,” Brind’Amour said. 

Svechnikov’s goal came after defenseman Brett Pesce flipped the puck 
out of the Canes zone to the neutral zone. Necas, on the right wing, set 
up Svechnikov for the blast on the left side. 

Pesce also assisted on the Teravainen goal and played more than four 
minutes on the penalty kill. 

Brind’Amour said he “shuffled the deck” with his lines during the game. 
He did keep the Jordan Staal line intact with Fast and Nino Niederreiter, 
which he called the “only line that was going.” 

The Canes had a chance to take control in the first. Fast scored on a 
shot from the left circle for a 1-0 lead and the Canes, pressuring the 
Preds, then had 1:37 of a 5-on-3 power play. 

But poor puck movement and too few shots during the two-man 
advantage became a big miss for Carolina. The Preds aggressively 
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forechecked in the second period after the Canes’ had a solid edge in 
puck possession in the first. 

“Our power play was atrocious tonight. I don’t know what we were trying 
to accomplish,” Brind’Amour said. 

Playing the Predators didn’t have the same freshness that the opener 
against Islanders, once again a Metropolitan Division opponent. The 
Canes and Preds faced off eight times in the 2021 regular season in the 
Central Division, then again in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs 
as Carolina advanced in six games. 

The Predators, who play their first four games at home, were beaten 
Thursday by the Seattle Kraken in their season opener — for Seattle, a 
historic first NHL win for the expansion Kraken. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: 'Jordo's line,' Freddie Andersen's save, blend-o-
rama in Nashville 

 

Sara Civian 

6-7 minutes 10/17/2021 

 

NASHVILLE — The first road trip of the Hurricanes’ season meant a little 
bit more than it usually would — especially for somebody like Jordan 
Martinook. Many Hurricanes players agreed last year that their 
extroverted alternate captain, known as “Marty Party,” was taking the 
isolation of COVID-19 restrictions the hardest. But now the team is fully 
vaccinated, and that means getting back some of those on-the-road 
experiences that bring a team together. 

“(It’s huge) just being able to go out for dinner,” Martinook said after the 
morning skate at Bridgestone Arena. “Not having to Uber Eats and have 
your order get screwed up, which obviously I made known last year I 
wasn’t a fan of that. And this is how you build chemistry, especially with 
new (faces), so much turnover. You need to go out and build that, just go 
out and not talk about hockey and get to know each other. That’s a big 
thing. Game day is the same, that doesn’t change. But the night before is 
a big thing.” 

After the first somewhat normal road game eve in quite some time, the 
Hurricanes beat the Predators 3-2 thanks to … well, yeah, almost entirely 
thanks to Freddie Andersen. 

“Well, clearly, that was the difference,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
after the game. “Haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the three years 
I’ve been doing this, where clearly the goalie was the reason we won the 
game or that we needed him to win. It’s usually that the goalie plays 
good, but we’re also playing well. That was not the case tonight. We 
didn’t play a very good game in front of him. Came up huge.” 

• The late-game tie Brind’Amour blend-o-rama reared its head for the first 
time this season — and it worked out. “After the second period, we just 
shuffled the deck a little just because there was nothing going the way it 
should look,” Brind’Amour said. “It was clear that the only line that was 
going well was Jordo’s line, in my opinion, so we just kept them together 
and just made tweaks here or there and hope to get a little juice out of it. 
I thought we played a better period in the third.” I’d agree with that 
assessment. After a rough game in the neutral zone … 

… Andrei Svechnikov scored off a slick pass from blend-o-rama linemate 
Martin Necas. Then of all the madness in the world, a Teuvo Teravainen 
open-net goal appeared in the wild. 

• If you’re new here, Brind’Amour doesn’t often change the lines at the 
start of a game after a win — bold concept, I know — and often that 
includes the goalie. Andersen made 38 saves Saturday and looked 
considerably more comfortable than he did in the first game. He was 
tested in all kinds of situations, made all kinds of saves and is the primary 
reason the Canes hung on for the win. For reference, I asked him if he 
could describe what was going on around him during “that crazy save in 
the third,” and he asked which one. “He played awesome,” Svechnikov 
said. “I don’t know how many shots they had, but I felt like they had 50 or 
60 shots. He made some big saves.” They were big saves and they were 
opportune — the Canes were 4-for-4 on the penalty kill despite their best 
efforts to let Nashville score. 

• When we talk about depth on this team, we’re usually talking about the 
new acquisitions. But Jesper Fast has two goals in two games, and more 
than that he’s been looking like the type of player the Canes thought they 
were getting in the first place since training camp. “He’s been steady,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You know what you’re getting out of him. That’s what 
you love about him as a coach. That’s why teammates love him because 
he just plays the same way. He got rewarded for it here early in the year, 
but he’s played well. He made a couple of nice plays here too that he 
didn’t connect on. He was really solid. Killing penalties … he’s been 
good, and that’s one of the reasons that we got the win tonight. Jordo’s 
line, they were effective.” The Canes looked their best in general when 
the Nino Niederreiter—Jordan Staal—Jesper Fast line combined with the 
Jaccob Slavin—Ethan Bear pairing. Fast obviously scored his goal, but 
there were several other high-danger chances from the group and just 
overall dominance. Remember when Brind’Amour said Staal showed up 
to camp and won the fitness test? This kind of thing benefits everyone on 
that line, and it results in first-line minutes (Fast and Staal led all forwards 
in even-strength time on ice). 

• The neutral zone was a mess for both teams throughout the game. I 
just wanted to point that out. 

• We’ve already discussed the dilemma the CHL-NHL agreement 
presents when it comes to Seth Jarvis. The Hurricanes obviously ended 
up using the one decent option for a player ready to move on from junior 
but competing for a spot on a ridiculously deep team: keep him for nine 
games. Some of you are, of course, eager to see him play and 
wondering when his opportunity will start, but think about it: They can 
keep him up in the NHL until World Juniors if they really want, if they play 
him for only nine games. Why not be patient, let him get a taste of NHL 
practices and day-to-day life, then give him an opportunity when the 
current roster needs a shakeup for whatever reason? You obviously 
shouldn’t keep him out of game play for too long, but on Feb. 1 he turns 
20, then he can play in the AHL. 

• Two years ago today, then-Hurricanes TV host Mike Maniscalco was 
admitted to a San Francisco hospital with a large mass in his abdomen. 
Saturday, Maniscalco called his first away game in person, living his 
dream as Hurricanes play-by-play announcer. Thank you, Mike, for being 
a constant inspiration and an even better friend. 
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In the Habs' Room: Offence a no-show as full house of fans go home 
disappointed 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 
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Jake Allen did his job, but the offence was once again missing in action 
as the New York Rangers posted a 3-1 victory at the Bell Centre on  
Saturday to to spoil the Canadiens’ home opener. 

The Canadiens have lost their first three games and you only have to 
look at the statistics to understand why. Montreal has been limited to one 
goal in each of the three games and the power play is 0-for-11. 

Jonathan Drouin, who is returning from an extended leave of absence to 
deal with anxiety issues, has scored two of the three goals, but the young 
stars the Canadiens are depending on — Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield 
— have yet to pick up a point. 

“That doesn’t usually happen with him,” coach Dominique Ducharme 
said. “ Some guys say it’s squeezing the stick and some other guys say 
it’s looking for a perfect shot, but when guys like that get on a roll and 
they gets those pucks, they don’t even think about it. It’s just natural 
when you get a shot you know it’s going in. Right now, we don’t have that 
as a team.” 

“We have to do a better job of creating offence,” Suzuki said. “Obviously, 
it gets frustrating when we’re not scoring on the power play; it takes away 
the momentum.” 

Suzuki said he thought the Canadiens did as better job of entering the 
offensive zone, but said there were disconnects. He said he missed 
Caufield in the slot on one occasion and, too often, the Rangers were 
able to clear the puck before Montreal had a shot. 

The Canadiens had only one shot on two first-period power plays and 
finished the night 0-for-3 with five shots on goal. 

“Nobody wants to start the season 0 and 3,” Drouin said. “I thought we 
played a big game in Toronto, we were terrible in Buffalo and tonight was 
more our game. But that one power-play goal (by Chris Kreider) in the 
second period took too much momentum away from our 5-on-5 game.” 

The Canadiens outshot the Rangers 32-24 with a 27-16 edge over the 
final two periods, but Drouin said the Canadiens didn’t put enough 
pressure on Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

 “We played too much from the outside,” Drouin said. “There were a lot of 
rebounds from that goalie. He played well, but there were a lot of 
rebounds in the slot and around the net and there weren’t many guys 
there to capitalize on those rebounds. We need that dirty goal. We had a 
lot of shots, but we need guys around the net.” 

On his goal, Drouin was moving into the slot when he took a pass from 
Christian Dvorak, who had circled behind the net. Dvorak is proving to be 
a major upgrade on Jesperi Kotkaniemi. He’s a legitimate centre who 
won 15 of his 22 faceoffs Saturday. 

Drouin said he expected a warm welcome from the first large crowd at 
the Bell Centre in 585 days, but he didn’t expect it to be as loud as it was. 
The Canadiens announced a sellout crowd of 20,105, but there were 
several hundred empty seats. 

While fans were happy to be back in the building, the happiest fans were 
the family of Alexis Lafrenière. They watched from a private box as their 
son, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2020 draft and a native of St-Eustache, 
scored the winning goal 26 seconds after Drouin tied the game at 1-1. 
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Stu Cowan: Memories of Canadiens' playoff run quickly washed away 
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There wasn’t any kind of party atmosphere outside the Bell Centre ahead 
of the Canadiens’ home opener Saturday night against the New York 
Rangers. 

A miserable, rainy day put a damper on any kind of pre-game festivities 
as fans hurried to get inside the building without getting soaked. It was 
nothing like the summer scenes outside the Bell Centre during the 
Canadiens’ thrilling run to the Stanley Cup final last season when only 
3,500 fans were allowed inside the building. 

Saturday night there was close to a full house at the Bell Centre for the 
first time in 585 days and the fans were definitely ready to party, seeing a 
hockey light at the end of the dark tunnel of this COVID-19 pandemic. 
Attendance was 21,105, just short of a Bell Centre sellout, which is 
21,302. 

There was no party after the game, either, as the Canadiens lost 3-1 to 
the Rangers, falling to 0-3-0 to start the season. This marks the first time 
the Canadiens have started 0-3-0 since the 1995-96 season. 

The pre-game ceremonies started with team owner/president Geoff 
Molson addressing the crowd and welcoming them back to the Bell 
Centre. 

The Canadiens have packed up the famous torch they used to use 
during home-opening ceremonies and they didn’t bring out any of their 
past Hall of Famers with fist-fulls of Stanley Cup rings. The focus was on 
the present, not the past, which isn’t a bad thing as highlights of last 
season’s playoff run were shown on the giant screen. 

Fans were given bracelets that flashed bleu-blanc-rouge as the 
Canadiens players were introduced one at a time, skating to centre ice to 
acknowledge the loud cheers. Two of the loudest cheers were for captain 
Shea Weber and goalie Carey Price, who aren’t with the team. Weber 
isn’t expected to play this season because of injuries, while Price is in the 
NHL/NHLPA player assistance program and it’s uncertain when he might 
return. 

Fans started to chant “Ca-rey! Ca-rey!” after Price’s name was 
announced and his picture was shown on the giant screen. 

Jonathan Drouin also received a huge ovation ahead of his first game at 
the Bell Centre since last April. Drouin left the Canadiens near the end of 
last season and missed the entire playoff run while dealing with anxiety 
and insomnia issues. 

Drouin received another huge cheer after scoring the Canadiens only 
goal at 9:24 of the third period to tie the score 1-1 after Chris Kreider had 
opened the scoring for the Rangers on a power play at 9:59 of the 
second period. But only 26 seconds after Drouin scored, Alexis 
Lafrenière responded for the Rangers, who added an empty-net goal by 
Kevin Rooney with 10 seconds left on the clock. 

The Canadiens have now scored three goals in their first three games. 
Drouin has two of them, matching his total from last season, when he 
played 44 games. 

Drouin and goalie Jake Allen have been the only two bright spots for the 
Canadiens so far this season. Allen has only allowed two goals in each of 
his two starts and has a .925 save percentage, but the Canadiens have 
only scored once in both of those games. 

The Canadiens’ power play has been dreadful, going 0-for-3 against the 
Rangers and is now 0-for-11 on the season. The penalty-killing hasn’t 
been good, either, allowing five goals on 13 opposition power plays. 

It’s still early in the season, but this could get ugly quite quick if the 
Canadiens don’t start scoring some goals. 

“We know we’re better than this offensively and we’ll do that,” Canadiens 
head coach Dominique Ducharme said. 
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Ducharme added the Canadiens need to be more dynamic offensively 
(that’s one his favourite words), have more of a presence in front of the 
net and that players like Tyler Toffoli, Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield 
need to get their confidence going. 

“You can get one off your shin pads and then you go on a roll,” 
Ducharme said. 

The fans started chanting “Go Habs Go!” before the national anthems 
were even sung, but the Canadiens didn’t give them much to cheer about 
after that. It wasn’t the atmosphere the Canadiens or the fans were 
hoping for. 

“The crowd, I think we took it for granted a little bit the past couple of 
years,” Drouin said. “Just to have them back … you could feel the energy 
in warmups. It was awesome to have the crowd back, the adrenaline, the 
crowd was loud all night.” 

But it was a very disappointing end to the evening. 

The Canadiens are back in action Tuesday night when the San Jose 
Sharks will visit the Bell Centre. 

That 1995-96 Canadiens team that started 0-3-0 also lost their fourth 
game, after which general manager Serge Savard and head coach 
Jacques Demers were both fired. 

Don’t expect GM Marc Bergevin or Ducharme to get fired if the 
Canadiens lose Tuesday, but the Canadiens need to start winning some 
games. 

The fun memories of last season’s run to the Stanley Cup final are 
getting washed away quickly. 
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A third-period goal by Alexis Lefreniére proved to be the difference as the 
New York Rangers defeated the Canadiens 3-1 to spoil the home opener 
at the Bell Centre on Saturday night. 

Lafrenière got behind the defence and Jake Allen had little chance as he 
converted a perfect pass from Mika Zibanejad to snap a 1-1 tie. The goal 
at 9:50 came 26 seconds after Jonathan Drouin gave the near-sellout 
crowd some hope when he ended Igor Shesterkin’s shutout bid. He was 
set up by Christian Dvorak, who carried the puck behind the net and 
found Drouin in the slot. 

Kevin Rooney completed the scoring for the Rangers with an empty-net 
goal. 

Shesterkin made 31 saves, while Allen stopped 21 of 23 shots. 

After a listless first period, the Rangers picked up the pace to start the 
second and the Canadiens provided some opportunities by taking three 
consecutive penalties before the period was 10 minutes old. Montreal did 
a good job killing the first two, but New York got the bounce to take a 1-0 
lead on a power-play goal at 9:59. 

Chris Krieder was credited with his third goal of the season when he 
deflected a shot by Zibanejad. Allen stopped the shot, but the rebound 
went in off defenceman Alexander Romanov. 

The Canadiens created two scoring chances later in the second period. 
Cédric Paquette deflected a shot by Jeff Petry and it was headed to the 
top corner when Shesterkin made a spectacular glove save. 

Two minutes later, defenceman David Savard showed off his puck-
handling skills as he weaved his way through the Rangers and tried to 
find Brendan Gallagher in front. Gallagher was unable to control the pass 
for a shot and Shesterkin pounced on the loose puck. 

The Canadiens’ power play continues to experience problems. Montreal 
had two power plays in the first period and managed only one shot on 
goal. They had four shots on a third-period advantage, but the best 
scoring chance came on a shorthanded breakaway by Zibanejad. The 
Montreal power play is now 0-for 11 on the season 

There were few opportunities for either team in the first period, which 
ended with the Rangers outshooting the Canadiens 7-5. Josh Anderson 
had the best scoring chance when he unleashed a shot from the right 
faceoff circle. Shesterkin was unable to handle the shot cleanly, but the 
puck trickled wide. Tyler Toffoli attempted a wraparound late in the 
period, but Shesterkin sealed off the post. 

The game was preceded by words of welcome from team owner Geoff 
Molson and a drawn-out introduction of the players, coaches, the training 
and medical staffs and various other members of  the hockey operations 
department. The loudest ovation was for Drouin, who returned to action 
this season after taking timer off to deal with anxiety. 

During a break in the first period, the Canadiens announced this will be 
the final  season for Pierre Gervais as the team’s equipment manager. 
Gervais, who has been involved in more 3,000 games over a 35-year 
career, will remain with the team in yet-to-be-determined new role. 

This was the first of four consecutive homes games for the Canadiens. 
They will welcome the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday, followed by the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday and the Detroit Red Wings on 
Saturday. 
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It’s very rare that Pierre Gervais doesn’t have a smile on his face. 

The longtime Canadiens equipment manager is a man who obviously 
loves his job, even when he’s sharpening skates — which he has done 
countless times over the years. 

But on Saturday Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin announced this will be 
Gervais’s final season with the team in that position, with Patrick Langlois 
taking over as equipment manager for the 2022-23 season. In a news 
release, the Canadiens said they are currently working to “define the 
parameters” for a new role for Gervais that would allow him to remain 
with the team, adding that more details will be shared once that role is 
officially created. 

Gervais joined the Canadiens as an assistant equipment manager in 
1987-88, following five seasons with the AHL’s Sherbrooke Canadiens. 
Before that Gervais spent five seasons as an equipment manager in the 
QMJHL with Trois-Rivières and Sherbrooke. 
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Langlois also joined the Canadiens in 1987-88 and is in his 13th season 
as assistant equipment manager. 

The Canadiens honoured Gervais by showing him on the giant screen at 
the Bell Centre Saturday night during the first period of their home 
opener against the New York Rangers. 

“First of all, I would like to thank Pierre for all of his hard work, 
professionalism and dedication to the Montreal Canadiens during the last 
35 years”, Bergevin said in the news release. “Pierre established himself 
as one of the top equipment managers in the hockey industry over the 
course of his career and we were very fortunate to have him with us all 
those years. The contacts and relationships he developed all around the 
world speak for themselves about his work ethic.” 

Gervais was with the Sherbrooke Canadiens when they won the Calder 
Cup in 1985 and also has a Stanley Cup ring from the Canadiens’ last 
championship in 1993. He also worked as an equipment manager for 
Team Canada at four Olympic Games. 
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It didn’t take long for Canadiens head coach Dominique Ducharme to 
start juggling his forward lines and defence pairings. 

Since the start of training camp, Tyler Toffoli had been on the first line 
with Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield. But after getting off to an 0-2 start 
with a 2-1 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs and a 5-1 loss to the Buffalo 
Sabres, Ducharme will put Joel Armia in Toffoli’s spot for Saturday 
night’s home opener against the New York Rangers at the Bell Centre (7 
p.m., SNE, CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). Toffoli will drop 
down to the third line with Jake Evans and Brendan Gallagher. 

On defence, Alexander Romanov will move up to the first pairing with Jeff 
Petry, while Brett Kulak drops down to the third pairing with Chris 
Wideman. 

At least that’s how Ducharme will start the game. 

“I moved (Armia) for his quality, what he can bring when he’s at his best,” 
Ducharme said, adding that Armia’s size should help Suzuki and Caufield 
on the forecheck and with puck battles. “He needs to be bringing his 
best. So if it doesn’t work there’s going to be somebody else going there 
or there’s going to be other changes. 

“I can make 15 different combinations for tonight,” the coach added 
following Saturday’s morning skate at the Bell Sports Complex in 
Brossard. “If we don’t play with the right mindset and we don’t start with 
the right mindset I can do whatever (line changes) it won’t change … I 
did it during the game in Buffalo … it didn’t make a big change. I think we 
have three lines that can be bringing offence and I don’t have a top line. I 
have 12 forwards and three lines that I see that can be offensive and you 
end up with Toffoli and Gallagher (together) that can both be 30-goal 
scorers on one line.” 

As for the defence pairings, Ducharme noted that he’s still looking for 
someone who can fill the hole left by the injury to Joel Edmundson as 
Petry’s partner. 

“It depends how the guys start the game tonight,” the coach said when 
asked about Romanov playing with Petry. “It can be one shift, five shifts, 
it can be a full game, but it depends how guys are playing at the 
moment.” 

The Rangers come into Saturday night’s game with an 0-1-1 record after 
losing 3-2 in overtime to the Dallas Stars on Thursday night. 

Toffoli wasn’t surprised to see Ducharme juggle his lines so early in the 
season. 

“I think I said it in training camp as well that lines are going to be 
changing throughout the season,” Toffoli said after Saturday’s morning 
skate. “Last year I played with everybody as well. So I’m excited to be 
playing with Gally again. I played with Jake a little bit. They’re both really 
good on the puck and hard on the forecheck so just try and have 
possession and create scoring chances and they’e eventually going to be 
going in.” 

Toffoli added that he likes Evans’s speed and tenacity. 

“He’s good on the puck and he wins a lot of battles,” Toffoli said. “I think 
that’s kind of what’s made him an NHL player and successful at the same 
time. For him to continue to do that and with Gally, too, they’re both really 
good on the puck.” 

Slow starts for Suzuki, Caufield 

Toffoli, Suzuki and Caufield were all looking for their first points of the 
season and were all minus-1 heading into Saturday night’s game. 

Before the season started, Suzuki signed an eight-year, US$63-million 
contract extension, while Caufield is considered a favourite to win the 
Calder Trophy as the top rookie in the NHL. 

“You got to go back to controlling what you can control,” Ducharme said 
about the two young forwards. “You don’t win the Calder in the first 
couple of games and you don’t win the Calder thinking that you’re playing 
to win the Calder. You just play the right way and good things happen. ” 

“You control the way you play, playing the right way and things like that,” 
Ducharme added. “And as a team, I think that’s something we kind of not 
forgot, but our focus was a little bit disrupted by the run last year (to the 
Stanley Cup final) and other things like that. So we made sure that the 
last couple of days we talked about that and we’ll be ready to go tonight.” 

Niku cleared to play 

Ducharme said Sami Niku has been cleared to play after recovering from 
a concussion suffered during a pre-season game, but the defenceman 
won’t be in the lineup against the Rangers. 

Forward Mike Hoffman, who has been sidelined since the start of training 
camp with a lower-body injury, took part in the morning skate. Ducharme 
said Friday that Hoffman could be ready to play Tuesday night against 
the San Jose Sharks or Thursday night against the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Both games are at the Bell Centre. 

Edmundson is still recovering from an undisclosed injury and isn’t 
expected to return for another 2-3 weeks. 

Gallagher moving up list 

Gallagher will play in his 585th career game with the Canadiens Saturday 
night, moving into a tie with Donnie Marshall for 42nd spot on the team’s 
all-time list. 

With 187 career goals, Gallagher needs four move to tie Saku Koivu for 
27th on the Canadiens’ all-time list. With 170 assists, Gallagher needs 
one more to tie David Desharnais for 50th place on the team’s all-time 
list. With 357 points, Gallagher needs six more to tie J.C. Tremblay for 
39th place all-time. 

How the Habs were built 

Here’s a look at how the Canadiens’ current roster was built: 
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Drafted players (6): Cole Caufield, Jake Evans, Brendan Gallagher, 
Artturi Lehkonen, Carey Price*, Alexander Romanov. 

Free-agent signings (8): Alex Belzile, Ben Chiarot, Mike Hoffman*, Cedric 
Paquette, Mathieu Perreault, David Savard, Tyler Toffoli, Chris Wideman. 

Trades (10): Jake Allen, Josh Anderson, Joel Armia, Joel Edmundson*, 
Jonathan Drouin, Christian Dvorak, Brett Kulak, Jeff Petry, Nick Suzuki, 
Shea Weber*. 

Waivers (4): Adam Brooks, Paul Byron*, Samuel Montembeault, Sami 
Niku*. 

Youth movement for Rangers 

Based on opening-night rosters, the Rangers have the third-youngest 
team in the NHL with an average age of 26.05. 

The only two teams younger than the Rangers are the New Jersey Devils 
(25.74) and Columbus Blue Jackets (25.71). The New York Islanders 
have the oldest roster (29.65). 

Saint-Eustache native Alexis Lafrenière, 20, will make his Montreal debut 
with the Rangers after being selected with the No. 1 overall pick at the 
2020 NHL Draft. Lafrenière is pointless in his first two games this season 
after posting 12-9-21 totals in 56 games last season. 

The Canadiens’ average age on their opening-night roster was 27.58. 

Of the 721 players on opening-night rosters, 310 were Canadian (43 per 
cent). There were 190 Americans, 71 Swedes, 40 Finns and 37 
Russians. No other country had more than 10 players. 

Rocket win season opener 

The Laval Rocket won their AHL season opener Friday night, beating the 
Belleville Senators 6-2 in front of 8,609 fans at Place Bell. 

Michael Pezzetta, Lukas Vejdemo, Danick Martel, Jean-Sébastien Dea, 
Jean-Christophe Beaudin and Ryan Poehling scored for the Rocket, 
while goalie Cayden Primeau made 17 saves for the win. The Rocket 
outshot the Senators 23-19. 

The Rocket and Senators meet again Saturday night in Belleville. 

What’s next? 

The Canadiens will have the day off Sunday and will practice at noon 
Monday at the Bell Centre. Monday is also team photo day, which is why 
they will practise at the Bell Centre instead of the Bell Sports Complex in 
Brossard. 

The Canadiens will complete their four-game home stand next week with 
games against the Sharks on Tuesday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM), the Hurricanes and Jesperi Kotkaniemi on Thursday (7 
p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM) and the Detroit Red Wings 
next Saturday (7 p.m., CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

After that, the Canadiens will hit the road for a four-game West Coast trip 
with games in Seattle, San Jose, Los Angeles and Anaheim. 
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For the first time in 19 months, the Canadiens will play a game in front of 
a full house Saturday night at the Bell Centre against the New York 
Rangers. 

“I think it’s great,” head coach Dominique Ducharme said after the 
Canadiens’ morning skate at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard. “I 
don’t think it’s for me. I think it’s for everyone. I think it’s just a sign that 
we’ve been through something that was difficult for everyone and just 
having a full house, it’s great for our team, it’s great for our players to feel 
that energy. But I think overall it’s just kind of a light at the end of the 
tunnel that we saw and finally we’re getting there and life is getting a little 
bit more normal now.” 

The last time the Canadiens played with a full crowd at the Bell Centre 
was on March 10, 2020, when they lost 4-2 to the Nashville Predators 
before the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

The Canadiens played without any fans at the Bell Centre during the last 
regular season and were limited to 3,500 fans during the Stanley Cup 
final, which they lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“It’s going to feel like the city’s alive again,” the Canadiens’ Jonathan 
Drouin said Saturday morning. “It was almost a ghost town after curfew 
or before the games (last season). There wasn’t many people in the 
streets with the jerseys. Usually you drive to games and you feel the 
energy, you could feel there’s a game coming. I could feel that from my 
house in the playoffs when fans were allowed to be back in the building.” 

For Drouin, it will be his first game at the Bell Centre since April 17, when 
the Canadiens lost 4-0 to the Ottawa Senators. Drouin played two road 
games in Edmonton after that before leaving the Canadiens for the 
remainder of the season and the team’s full playoff run to deal with 
anxiety and insomnia issues. 

“It’s definitely going to be emotional,” Drouin said about Saturday night’s 
game. “It’s going to be a memory or some moment I’ll remember for the 
rest of my life, I’m sure. I don’t want to think too far about it or too much 
into it. We have a game to play. It’s going to be cool to have the fans 
back and do a presentation and all that stuff. But our focus is definitely on 
that game against the Rangers tonight. 

“I’m excited,” Drouin added. “I’m not nervous at all. I think it’s going to be 
fun to have our crowd behind us again playing in the Bell Centre. We 
didn’t start the way we wanted on the road (with an 0-2 record) so 
hopefully we start the way we want tonight. I’m not worried about the 
guys tonight.” 

For Mathieu Perreault, it will be his first game at the Bell Centre wearing 
a Canadiens sweater after signing with the team as a free agent during 
the off-season following seven seasons with the Winnipeg Jets. 

“It’s one of the loudest buildings in the league,” Perreault said about 
playing at the Bell Centre in the past for the visiting team. “For me being 
a French-Canadian coming in here, growing up watching the Habs and 
having all my friends and family here was always a special night. So I 
always circled it on the calendar. Now that I get to wear the red jersey on 
the other side it’s going to be very special.” 

It will also be the first game at the Bell Centre as a Canadien for Christian 
Dvorak, Cédric Paquette, David Savard and Chris Wideman, who all 
joined the team during the off-season. 

It will be the first game at the Bell Centre with a full crowd for Cole 
Caufield, Josh Anderson, Tyler Toffoli and goalie Jake Allen, who all 
joined the Canadiens last season. 
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Here are five things you should know about the Canadiens-Rangers 
game at the Bell Centre on Saturday (7 p.m., SNE, TVA Sports, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM): 

The matchup:  The Canadiens and the Rangers are both looking for their 
first win of the season. The Canadiens opened on the road and they 
looked decent in a 2-1 loss to the Maple Leafs on Wednesday. It was a 
different story on Thursday, when they were crushed 5-1 by the Buffalo 
Sabres. When head coach Dominique Ducharme was asked what 
bothered him the most about the loss, he replied: “The whole thing.” The 
Rangers travelled to Washington and lost 5-1 to the Capitals in their 
season opener Wednesday. They were a little better Thursday, when 
they took the Dallas Stars to overtime before losing 3-2 at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Allen will be busy:  After serving as the backup for the second half of the 
back-to-back series in Buffalo, Jake Allen will be the starting goaltender 
for the home opener. The expectation is that Allen will start seven of the 
next eight games because the Canadiens don’t have another set of back-
to-back games until the end of the month, when they play the Los 
Angeles Kings on Oct. 30 and the Anaheim Ducks on Oct. 31. Allen 
looked sharp in the loss to Toronto and has a decided edge over the 
relatively inexperienced Samuel Montembeault, who didn’t receive much 
help from his teammates when he made his Canadiens debut against the 
Sabres. 

Canadiens face power outage: The Canadiens’ power play has gone 0-
for-8 and failed to score with a two-man advantage in each game. 
Montreal is dealing with some familiar problems. They are having trouble 
with zone entries, they tend to be a perimeter team with little or no net 
presence and they have trouble finishing plays. The players on the top 
line — Tyler Toffoli, Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield — have combined for 
19 shots on goal, but they haven’t earned a point. There could be help on 
the way next week. Ducharme said Friday that sniper Mike Hoffman is 
progressing after suffering a lower-body injury and could in the lineup 
Tuesday or Thursday. 

Missing that killer instinct:  The penalty kill was one of the keys to the 
Canadiens’ run to the Stanley Cup final last season, but it has been 
ineffective in the first two regular-season games. The Canadiens have 
faced nine power plays and given up four goals, a success rate of 55.6 
per cent. This is an area where the Canadiens miss injured players Shea 
Weber and Paul Byron as well as Phillip Danault, who took his skill set to 
Los Angeles. And don’t forget that a team’s best penalty-killer is the 
goaltender and it will be at least 11 games before Carey Price returns. 

The other guys:  The Rangers have two of the most explosive players in 
the league in Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin, but the team’s goal-
scoring leader is Chris Kreider, who has scored on two of his three shots 
on goal. Defenceman Adam Fox has the Rangers’ other goal. Jarred 
Tinordi, who was Montreal’s first-round draft choice in 2010, is on the 
Rangers’ third defence pair. 
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The Canadiens’ season depends on 2 young players managing the 
burden of massive expectations 

 

By Arpon Basu  

Oct 17, 2021  

  

It started in warmups. 

The energy. The attention. The expectations. 

Despite two losses to open the season, the Canadiens were back in front 
of their fans, the Bell Centre was as full as you will see it for warmups, 
and everyone in the building was ecstatic to watch players skate around 
and get ready to play. 

That included the players themselves. 

“You could feel the energy in warmups,” said Jonathan Drouin. “It was 
awesome to have the crowd back.” 

Drouin was the clear star of the pregame. He was the last player to be 
introduced to the crowd — thanks to his No. 92 being the last in line 
numerically — and the Bell Centre gave him a roar that was matched 
only by the one given to Carey Price, who was not in the building, but 
was hopefully watching somewhere as the fans chanted his name in his 
absence. 

However, prior to that came warmups, and in warmups the Canadiens 
chose to highlight two players first. 

This is something that happens at every warmup, where the Canadiens 
choose to show players on the scoreboard to get the crowd riled up. It’s 
rarely done randomly. 

On this occasion, the first time the Bell Centre had this opportunity to do 
it in front of a regular crowd, the first player to be featured on the 
scoreboard was rookie Cole Caufield. The crowd roared. Caufield 
probably didn’t realize it. 

The second player was Nick Suzuki. The crowd roared again. He likely 
didn’t know why. 

This is not meant to be anything but a reflection of something that is a 
basic part of being an NHL player, something both Caufield and Suzuki 
are learning to cope with early on this season. 

And that is heightened expectations. 

When you enter the season hoping to win the Calder Trophy, or when 
you enter the season on the heels of signing an eight-year, $63 million 
contract extension, or when you drive around town and you see both 
your faces plastered on billboards everywhere as the centrepieces of the 
local television rightsholder’s marketing campaign, there are expectations 
to deal with. 

This is part of being an NHL hockey player, a part that doesn’t have 
much to do with actually playing hockey, but a part that can impact your 
ability to play a game you have excelled at your entire life. Both Suzuki 
and Caufield have lived with expectations their entire lives because they 
have spent that time being the best player on their respective teams. 
Suzuki excelled in the OHL playoffs and led Guelph to the Memorial Cup 
in his last year of junior. Caufield has been looked upon to be the top 
scorer on every team he has played on since he was a child, and that 
didn’t stop him from doing exactly that. 

But playing in the NHL is different. The expectations are different. There 
is an entire city looking at these two kids to carry the offensive load for 
their historic, beloved team. And that is an entirely different animal. 

Nick Suzuki was the last Canadiens player to make his way to the 
postgame interview room, and you could easily tell he was ready to fall 
on his sword. He knows better than anyone he is not meeting 
expectations, because he is not meeting his own expectations, so how 
could he be meeting the ones heaped on him from others? 

He took numerous questions on his lack of offence, that of his linemate 
Caufield, that of a power play of which he is supposed to be a central 
figure, and Suzuki answered them all with honestly and accountability. 
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But at the end, after all that self-flagellation, Suzuki was asked a question 
that was meant to make him feel good about himself. It was about that 
response from the Bell Centre crowd, that welcome to this season, that 
ovation he may or may not have noticed during warmups. 

It was something positive to latch on to. And Suzuki’s response told you 
everything you needed to know about where his head is at right now as 
he sits at zero points three games into this season, three Canadiens 
losses where the Canadiens have scored a grand total of three goals. 

All of that overruled the positive response Suzuki or anyone else 
received from the crowd, likely because it was the disappointment of that 
crowd — and the fan base in general — that is overriding any positive 
thought these young men might be allowing themselves to have. 

“It was a cool ceremony,” Suzuki said. “The crowd was great tonight; they 
really gave us a ton of energy at the start. But when we had those early 
power plays, we could have gotten ourselves off to a great start if we 
score one there. So next game we’ve really got to dig deep, figure it out 
in practice, come back and get a win.” 

Again, the question was about getting that chance to get the direct 
feedback from a crowd the size of which Suzuki had not seen in 19 
months, ever since he was a rookie. Now, he is looked upon as a leader 
on this team, playing the home opener with an ‘A’ stitched on his sweater 
at age 22 and that hefty contract to live up to, even if it hasn’t kicked in 
yet. 

This is an important aspect of player development, making sure the 
players are able to navigate the various steps of development. Both 
Suzuki and Caufield have reached a stage of their development they 
have never faced before. It’s one thing to manage expectations in Guelph 
or Wisconsin, it’s something entirely different to manage them in 
Montreal with your faces on billboards across the city. 

After the Canadiens had completed their final preparation for the home 
opener Saturday morning, Dominique Ducharme was asked about his 
two young stars and how they were navigating the minefield of the start 
of the season, how maybe he was talking about them when he 
mentioned after the 5-1 loss in Buffalo on Thursday that players had 
heard for three months how great they were and maybe they were buying 
into that a little bit. 

The billboards around town suggest maybe that applied to Suzuki and 
Caufield a little more than everyone else. 

“Yeah, maybe a little bit,” Ducharme said Saturday morning. “But you’ve 
got to go back to controlling what you can control. You don’t win the 
Calder in the first couple of games, and you don’t win the Calder thinking 
you’re playing to win the Calder. You just play the right way and good 
things happen. Contracts or wins or goals or assists or points, depending 
who you are as a player, it’s the same thing as a young player going into 
the draft — those are things you don’t control. 

“You control the way you play, playing the right way. And as a team, 
that’s something that we, not forgot, but our focus was a bit disrupted by 
the run last year and other things like that. We made sure the last couple 
of days we talked about that, and we’ll be ready to go tonight.” 

The Canadiens were, by and large, ready to play Saturday night. They 
didn’t give up a whole lot of chances at five-on-five to the Rangers, but 
they did hand them four power-play chances in the second period alone 
and handed momentum in the game to their opponents in doing so. 

But when Ducharme saw Caufield coming in on a rush in the second 
period, stickhandling a few times in front of a defender and, with Suzuki 
driving the middle to the net, completely whiffing on his shot, he saw it as 
a sign. When Suzuki is behind the Rangers net and sees Caufield alone 
in the slot and misses him — a play Suzuki himself volunteered as an 
example of how he is failing to make plays he normally makes — it is a 
sign to Ducharme that controlling what you can control is not necessarily 
all that simple when you are in the positions Suzuki and Caufield find 
themselves in at this stage of their respective careers. 

“Yeah, maybe a little bit,” Ducharme said after the game, repeating the 
exact same opening he used that morning. “And that’s something that I’ll 
take some time to sit down with those two guys. At the same time, it’s 
easy to say control what you can control; still, when you get that puck 
and that chance to shoot, it’s in the back of your mind. It’s that feeling, it’s 
that confidence part. But you can get one off your shin pads and you get 
on a roll. But if you don’t go there (to the front of the net), obviously you 
won’t get those kinds of chances. So it’s just simplifying things and going 
back at it.” 

So much of what the Canadiens hope to accomplish is dependant on 
what Suzuki and Caufield are able to accomplish this season. They are 
being relied upon by an organization that is one of the most valuable in 
the NHL, with the richest history, the most storied tradition and all the 
pressure that comes with that. 

When those pregame introductions were held, neither Shea Weber nor 
Carey Price were there, the two pillars of this organization for years. As 
the captain and franchise player, Weber and Price were always at the 
forefront on nights like this. In their place were Suzuki and Caufield, two 
players who have accomplished little in the NHL, but whose shoulders 
are bearing the heavy burden of an NHL franchise and fan base where 
excellence from their best players is not only expected but demanded. 

They are only three games into this critical season where they need to 
learn to manage these expectations, so it is important not to rush to 
judgment too early. This is hard. These are things young players need to 
go through. 

But the Canadiens’ reality this season is that Suzuki and Caulfield will 
need to go through it quicker than most young players. So much is 
dependant on them learning to navigate these waters smoothly that they 
don’t have the luxury of time. 
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Blue Jackets win again, edge Seattle Kraken on Patrik Laine's OT winner 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

This one was a grind.  

Two days after opening the season with an eight-goal scoring bonanza, 
the Blue Jackets had to fight through a slog to down the Seattle Kraken 
2-1 in overtime Saturday night at Nationwide Arena.  

Stonewalled by goalie Phillip Grubauer through the first two periods, they 
finally scratched out a goal in the third that pumped energy into the 
building and the Jackets’ legs. Eric Robinson tied it 1-1 with 9:53 left in 
regulation, which set the stage for Patrik Laine to win it 2:16 into OT.  

“It felt awesome,” said Laine, who was mobbed his teammates as fans 
cheered wildly. “It’s always nice to get the OT winner, but here, seeing 
the fans for the first time when I score like this … it was a good feeling. 
Everybody was excited. I felt like we earned the two points and I was 
lucky to get that game-winner.”  

Zach Werenski assisted on the goal, which pushed the Blue Jackets to 2-
0-0 and gave Elvis Merzlikins (19 saves) his second straight win in net. 
Gregory Hofmann and Scott Harrington assisted on Robinson’s goal.   

Seattle Kraken left wing Brandon Tanev (13) puts the puck past 
Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins (90) to open up the 
scoring in the second period of the NHL game at Nationwide Arena in 
Columbus, Ohio Oct. 16.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2021 

 

Grubauer made 23 saves and Brandon Tanev scored for the expansion 
Kraken (1-1-1), who made their inaugural trip to Columbus.   

“I liked, as a team, that we grinded this one out, that we had to stick with 
it,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “We had to really dig deep to 
try and come back in the third period. It was a 1-0 game through it, one 
shot away. We just said, ‘Don’t get frustrated, don’t implode yourselves 
here. Stick to the plan.’ And I liked our third. They came at us a little bit 
the last five minutes, which is fairly normal, but we hung in there.”  

The Blue Jackets head to Detroit on Tuesday to face the Red Wings. 

Patrik Laine comes up big  

According to the stats tracked by NaturalStattrick.com, Laine was 
dominant.   

While he was on the ice during 5-on-5, the Blue Jackets were plus-5 in 5-
on-5 scoring chances (8-3), plus-3 in high-danger chances (4-1) and took 
59% of the total shot attempts. 

The Jackets’ head coach didn’t see it the same way.  

“I thought he fought it today,” Larsen said of Laine. “It wasn’t one of his 
better games, but you just keep throwing him out. And those guys, the 
goal-scorers, they like the big moments and he came up big for us.”  

Laine had a breakaway in the second period, also off a pass from 
Werenski, but that was stopped by Grubauer — who then denied 
Werenski’s follow-up off the rebound. Laine’s overtime goal was a snipe, 
placed under the goalie’s glove and over the pad on the short side.  

“Hopefully that feeds into him and gives him some more energy,” Larsen 
said. “He did have a tremendous camp and tonight he was fighting it 
early, it looked like. For a couple shifts there, it looked like he was using 
a left-handed stick instead of a right … but it happens. So, you stick with 
it.”  

Protecting Eric Robinson pays off for Blue Jackets  

Prior to the Kraken selecting their roster this summer, the Blue Jackets 
took what general manager Jarmo Kekalainen deemed a “calculated 
risk,” by protecting Eric Robinson over Max Domi.  

The logic was that Domi’s $5.3 million salary and status as a player with 
one year left while recovering from shoulder surgery would make him 
less desirable. It worked as anticipated when the Kraken selected 
defenseman Gavin Bayreuther, keeping Domi and Robinson in 
Columbus.   

The Kraken also didn’t sign Bayreuther, who re-signed with the Blue 
Jackets.  

Robinson rewarded the Jackets’ decision to protect him with his tying 
goal. The speedy 26-year old got the puck from linemate Gregory 
Hofmann, carried over the Kraken blue line and pumped a wrist shot past 
Grubauer to the far side. 

It was Hofmann's first NHL point and a huge lift for the Blue Jackets. 

“If you’re coming off that way, it’s a good shot to shoot against the grain,” 
Robinson said. “(Just) do your best to put it in the corner.”  

Phillip Grubauer was outstanding for Kraken  

Two days after taking advantage of a struggling goalie, the Blue Jackets 
found out why Grubauer was a finalist for the Vezina Trophy last season.  

The Kraken backstop kept the Blue Jackets off the scoreboard until 
Robinson’s goal and made a number of difficult stops throughout the 
game. His most impressive effort was in the second period, nixing the 
breakaway against Laine and stopping Werenski’s follow to keep it 0-0.  

Tanev scored 2:24 later to put the Kraken up 1-0.  

“He’s a really good goalie,” Laine said. “Not a coincidence that he’s in the 
Vezina conversation a lot. He played a really solid game. He had really 

good saves, but so did Elvis. I feel like both goalies did a really good job 
tonight ... both defenses did a pretty good job of not allowing too many 
great chances, and when they did the goalies were there. They both 
played a really good game.”  

Boone Jenner, Alexandre Texier flip-flopped  

Larsen decided to change the composition of his forward lines in the 
third, replacing Alexandre Texier as center of the top group with captain 
Boone Jenner. Texier went to Jenner’s prior spot at left wing on the third 
line, skating with rookie center Cole Sillinger and Domi.  

It had the desired effect Larsen hoped to get, as Jenner’s skill in the face-
off circles got the puck to Laine and Jake Voracek more often.   

“The one thing Boone provides is a good face-off, he’s a face-off guy,” 
Larsen said. “Him and (Sean Kuraly) were doing a good job in the circle 
and you get your top players the puck more. That helps. Tex wasn’t 
having a great night and (Jenner) brought a different dynamic, I think. 
And the Sillinger line with Boone, they weren’t clicking as much. So, it 
wasn’t a hard decision. Just trotted it out and it worked out alright.”  

Columbus Blue Jackets center Max Domi (16) looks for a pass after 
picking up the puck in the defensive end during the NHL game against 
the Seattle Kraken at Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio Oct. 16.  

Max Domi injury scare  

Domi’s speedy return from offseason shoulder surgery was remarkable, 
rejoining the Blue Jackets’ lineup for the final preseason game a month 
ahead of schedule. Domi got a scare, however, in the first period against 
the Kraken.  

After lining up Seattle defenseman Adam Larsson in the offensive zone, 
he appeared to injure himself after delivering the hit. Domi recoiled 
afterward, finished the shift and skated to the bench. His surgery repaired 
the labrum in his right shoulder and he contacted Larsson with his left 
side. 

Domi skated his next shift, but missed his line’s final shift of the period. 
He came out for the start of the second, but missed two more shifts in 
that period before finishing the game. Larsen said his absence in the 
second was related to NHL's concussion protocol.  

“I think he’s going to be fine,” Larsen said. “He got winded there. He tried 
to move a big body there in Larsson and he didn’t move much. I think it 
got him a little bit. And then, he actually got called, in the second period, 
by the concussion (protocol). He was fine, but when the league does it, 
(it’s) mandatory.”  

Alexander Wennberg enjoys Columbus return   

Alexander Wennberg had four opportunities to play against his former 
team in Columbus last season with the Florida Panthers. After signing 
with the Kraken, he made his lone scheduled return to Columbus on 
Saturday.  

This one was a little more enjoyable with more fans at Nationwide Arena 
and the NHL’s relaxed COVID-19 protocols for teams in visiting cities.  

“It’s a little different,” said Wennberg, who was drafted by the Blue 
Jackets 14th overall in 2013. “Last year, we played four games here. 
Didn’t really have the crowd, but it’s always a special feeling. This was 
my home here for six years, so it’s a little different.”  

Wennberg, whose contract was bought out by the Blue Jackets in 
October 2020, centers the Kraken’s second line and kills penalties. He 
also dished out suggestions to his new teammates on where to grab 
dinner or lunch.  

“Six years here, you have a little bit of experience,” Wennberg said. “I still 
have my place here in Columb 

us, so I might have to take a look and see how that’s doing right now.” 
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Nick Foligno on Boone Jenner getting Blue Jackets captain role: 'That 
made me so happy' 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

He’s a Boston Bruin, but former Blue Jackets captain Nick Foligno still 
keeps up to date on his former team.  

After spending the past nine years in Columbus, becoming the sixth 
captain in franchise history, the next Jackets captain was important to 
Foligno. When news broke last week that coach Brad Larsen had 
selected Boone Jenner, it put a smile on the former captain's face.  

“That made me so happy,” Foligno said. “I think if anyone watched us, he 
was going to be the next captain. I mean, he’s been a leader for every 
single year he’s been there, pretty much.”  

Jenner has been an integral part of the team’s leadership core for at least 
the past six years, wearing an 'A' as an alternate captain. It was a natural 
progression to the 'C' after Foligno was traded to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs and then signed with Boston in July. 

The Blue Jackets also traded veteran defenseman David Savard last 
season, right before Foligno, and traded former alternate captains Seth 
Jones and Cam Atkinson in the summer.  

Jenner was the lone remaining member of the Jackets’ letter group and 
is now joined by new alternate captains Zach Werenski, Oliver 
Bjorkstrand and Gustav Nyquist.  

“Leaders, if you think of yourself as one, you’re trying to grow the next 
group of leaders,” Foligno said. “And if somebody you’ve been working 
with is now able to take on the torch and do it, then I think as a group we 
did our job. It’s not just me. It’s as a group. Jonesy, myself, Cam and 
other guys put a lot of work into making each other better, and then to 
see other guys take on that next role and responsibility is just so 
gratifying for all of us.”  

As for Jenner’s preferred “lead by example” style, Foligno sees a perfect 
fit for a new Blue Jackets team that includes a lot of fresh faces.  

“That’s what that team needs right now,” he said. “They don’t need a ‘rah 
rah’ guy. They need a doer. And that’s what Boone is. He has the 
blueprint of what it is to be a Blue Jacket. That’s ingrained in him.”  

Former Blue Jackets coach John Tortorella referred to it as, “dragging 
people into the fight,” which in Jenner’s case was occasionally a literal 
thing.  

“That’s what you’re going to get every night from Boone Jenner,” Foligno 
said. “And as a captain, that’s going to be a great mandate for all those 
guys. That’s going to make them a tough team.” 
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5 observations: Patrik Laine feels the love in Blue Jackets' OT win over 
Kraken 

 

Aaron Portzline 

8-11 minutes 10/17/2021 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 2-1 
overtime win over Seattle on Saturday in Nationwide Arena: 

1. Laine gets his moment 

If you’re reading this, you’re probably well aware of the season Patrik 
Laine had in 2020-21. The benchings. The long scoring droughts. The 
garish numbers beside his name. His aura was awful. 

It’s made the triumphant scene even sweeter Saturday after Laine scored 
at 2:16 of overtime to give the Blue Jackets the win over the first-year 
Kraken. 

Laine was mobbed by his teammates in the corner while fans in the area 
banged on the glass in celebration. Once again filled with fans, 
Nationwide roared its approval. 

“It felt awesome,” Laine said. “It’s always nice to get the OT winner, but 
here, seeing the fans for the first time when I score like this … it was a 
good feeling. Everybody was excited. I felt like we earned the two points, 
and I was lucky to get that game-winner.” 

Whereas Thursday’s opener was a sloppy cakewalk for the Blue Jackets 
— they routed Arizona 8-2 — this was a tight-checking affair. The Kraken 
did not grant easy ice, but the Jackets weren’t exactly sharp, either, 
including Laine. 

It took a major energy burst from the Blue Jackets’ fourth line (more on 
them in a bit) to shake the doldrums and key the comeback. 

“I thought he fought it today,” Brad Larsen said. “It wasn’t one of his 
better games. But you just keep throwing him out, and those guys, the 
goal scorers, they like the big moments and he came up big for us. 

“Hopefully that feeds into him and gives him some more energy. For a 
couple of shifts there, it looked like he was using a left-handed stick 
instead of a right. But it happens. It happens. So, you stick with it. I liked, 
as a team, that we grinded this one out, that we had to stick with it, we 
had to really dig deep to try and come back in the third period here.” 

In OT, Laine was sprung wide through the right circle off a pass from 
Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski. As he came through the right 
circle, he unleashed a wrister that beat Kraken goaltender Philipp 
Grubauer under his glove. 

It was Laine’s first goal of the season. It was also his third career OT 
goal, his first since his final game with Winnipeg last season before he 
was traded to Columbus. 

Laine wasn’t a happy camper last season, but he seems intent on 
rewriting the narrative. Larsen has raved through training camp about 
Laine’s fitness, his attitude, his effort level. And he’s not alone. 

“Last year was last year,” Blue Jackets goaltender Elvis Merzlikins said. 
“I think that during the summer he thought about it, maybe, but I’m pretty 
sure he worked his ass off. 

“From the first day of training camp, he was a different player. And again, 
he’s an awesome player. He has a great shot, great hands. He’s doing 
really well. I’m really happy. Right now, I see that he’s playing very well 
with (Jakub) Voracek together. It’s beautiful to see they’re having fun out 
there.” 

2. Fourth-line impact 

Laine’s late-game heroics wouldn’t have happened if the Blue Jackets 
didn’t get a burst of energy through the third period, and that wave was 
led by the fourth line — Eric Robinson, Sean Kuraly and Grégory 
Hofmann. 

Larsen pulled that line aside before Saturday’s game, he said, to make 
sure they were all on the same page. It’s not a classic fourth line (do 
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those exist in today’s NHL?), but it has the key ingredients of speed (all 
three) and size (Robinson, Kuraly). 

“If we’re on the same page there, we can be a really effective 
forechecking line, hunting D and getting right in their pockets and causing 
havoc for them, being able to spend minutes in the offensive zone that 
way,” Robinson said. 

That line did exactly that early in the third period, and it seemed to tilt the 
ice in Columbus’ favor for the first sustained stretch all evening. 

At 10:07 of the third, Robinson found space through the right circle and 
beat Grubauer with a wrister to the far corner, a sniper’s shot from a 
player who has been snakebitten as a scorer early in his NHL career. 

“If you’re coming off that way, it’s a good shot to shoot against the grain,” 
Robinson said. “Just trying and do your best to put it in the corner.” 

That line combined for five shots on goal. Kuraly won 9-of-13 faceoffs. As 
the game moved along, they got better, and the rest of the Blue Jackets 
followed them. 

“That line’s got a ton of potential, as far as the energy they can bring,” 
Larsen said. “I talked to them as a group before the game. I just want to 
make sure we’re clear with what we want from them. They are big 
bodies, they can skate. 

“Huge goal for us, obviously, getting the (tying goal), and they provided 
some really good minutes for us tonight. I’m hoping there’s going to be 
more of that and just build off it.” 

3. Domi is dinged but OK 

Max Domi lined up Kraken defenseman Adam Larsson for a big hit early 
in the first period but ended up taking the worst of the blow. 

“(Domi) tried to move a big body there in Larsson, and he didn’t move 
much,” Larsen said. “I think it got him a little bit.” 

Domi appeared to clutch his left shoulder immediately after the hit. It was 
his right shoulder that was surgically repaired in June (torn labrum), so 
no concern about aggravating the injury. But Domi missed two shifts the 
rest of the period. 

Then came a strange scene in the second when Domi went missing after 
a 17-second shift early in the period. He was flagged by the NHL’s in-
arena concussion spotter and required to go through the league’s 
concussion protocol test. 

“He was fine, but when the league does it, it’s mandatory. You’ve got to 
go,” Larsen said. “So, I was confused why he left. I thought he was hurt 
and they were like, ‘No, that’s got nothing to do with it.’ 

“Obviously, they’re there to protect the players. So, you honor that for 
sure. But yeah, I think he’ll be OK.” 

4. Gavrikov jamming 

The most memorable event of the first two periods took place during a 
stoppage of play when the Blue Jackets aired a canned interview with 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov. 

These are usually too predictable to garner much more than a grin. 
Favorite food? Chicken parm. Favorite TV show? “Friends.” Favorite 
spare-time activity? Video games. 

Gavrikov doesn’t do predictable, though. Asked to name his favorite sport 
other than hockey, Gavrikov went rogue: 

“Beer pong.” 

The crowd roared. 

The next question was “Go-to karaoke song?” 

Gavrikov pegged Bon Jovi’s “It’s My Life,” then sang two bars of it — 
relatively in tune, too — to the delight of the crowd. 

When the scoreboard gag was complete, the in-arena music began 
blaring Bon Jovi’s early 2000s anthem and the scoreboard cam fixed on 
Gavrikov, who began head-bobbing and singing along as he took a seat 
on the bench. 

The only louder cheers all night came on the goals by Robinson and 
Laine. 

5. Snacks 

Werenski had the game-winning assist. He also played a game-high 
26:49 and led the Blue Jackets with eight shot attempts, five on goal. … 
Merzlikins faced only 20 shots but made 19 saves, including one in OT. 
… Jake Bean, Werenski’s new playing partner, set a career high with 
24:18 of ice time. … Boone Jenner won 12-of-17 faceoffs. … Yegor 
Chinakhov scored in his AHL Cleveland debut Saturday, helping the 
Monsters to a 5-4 OT win. Powell, Ohio’s Carson Meyer had two goals, 
including the OT winner. … The Blue Jackets played the entire game 
without a power play and were on the penalty kill only once. … The only 
former Blue Jackets player on the Kraken is Alexander Wennberg, who 
played 18:06, was minus-1 and had zero shots on goal. … Larsen on the 
difference from Thursday’s game: “We were a lot more plugged into this 
game, for sure, mentally. It was a grind. In the third period, we only gave 
up two chances. So, structurally we were better in a couple of areas that 
we addressed as a group. We knew it was going to be a tighter game. 
They’re a big team, they’ve got a big group back there on the back end, 
so a heavier D. So, you had to fight for your ice tonight.” … The Blue 
Jackets are off Sunday. They return to practice Monday at 11 a.m. 
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Kerfoot has goal, assist as Toronto Maple Leafs claim 3-1 win over 
Ottawa Senators 

 

Joshua Clipperton4-5 minutes 17/10/2021 

 

Alexander Kerfoot had a goal and an assist while Michael Bunting scored 
his first for his hometown team as the Toronto Maple Leafs defeated the 
Ottawa Senators 3-1 on Saturday night. 

Wayne Simmonds had the other goal for Toronto (2-1-0), which got 20 
saves from Jack Campbell. 

Josh Norris replied for Ottawa (1-1-0). Anton Forsberg, who made 46 
stops in Thursday’s 3-2 victory over the Leafs in the nation’s capital, 
finished with 26 saves. 

Attendance at Scotiabank Arena was announced at 18,211 — the 
second straight home date short of a sellout. 

Toronto was forced into an uncomfortable situation behind Campbell with 
fellow netminder Petr Mrazek (groin) and defenceman Justin Holl (illness) 
both sidelined Saturday. 

Pressed tight to the NHL’s salary cap — which remains stagnant at 
US$81.5-million because of the COVID-19 pandemic’s economic fallout 
— the Leafs didn’t have enough room on their books to recall No. 3 
option Michael Hutchinson from the minors without sending someone 
down and playing with 17 skaters. 

Faced with that option, the club instead signed University of Toronto 
goalie Alex Bishop, who played three seasons in the Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League, to a one-day amateur tryout to serve as 
Campbell’s backup. 
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The Leafs got off to sluggish starts in both of their previous games, 
including a 3-2 home victory over the Montreal Canadiens on opening 
night. But they were on the front foot early against Ottawa. 

Simmonds opened the scoring just 2:12 into the first period after Toronto 
won an offensive zone faceoff. Rasmus Sandin took a pass from defence 
partner Travis Dermott and rotated down low before feeding the bruising 
winger at the top of the crease. 

The home side doubled its lead at 8:06 when William Nylander, who has 
points in all three of the Leafs’ games, stole the puck from Ottawa rookie 
Shane Pinto down low. He fed it in front to Kerfoot, who made no mistake 
on Forsberg. 

Toronto defenceman Morgan Rielly hit the post early in the second 
before Forsberg robbed John Tavares with a terrific glove save later in 
the period. 

The Leafs then got a 5-on-3 power play for 66 seconds, but the Senators 
netminder denied Tavares on a one-time effort. 

Chances were few and far between for Ottawa, which trailed 53-30 in 
shot attempts through two periods. But Tim Stutzle nearly made 2-1 on a 
terrific individual effort only to be thwarted Campbell. 

The Senators finally broke through on a late power play when Tyler Ennis 
won a battle and Drake Batherson found Norris in front. 

Batherson appeared to even things up with five seconds left in period on 
a breakaway that saw his initial shot rebound off Campbell, off the 
Ottawa forward’s leg and in. But Toronto correctly challenged for offside. 

Mitch Marner hit one of Forsberg’s posts on a break of his own five 
minutes into the third before Chris Tierney found iron at the other end 
moments later on a deflected shot. 

Bunting finally gave the Leafs some breathing room at 7:57 after taking a 
pass from Kerfoot on a 2-on-1. The opportunity looked to have 
evaporated with Ottawa getting numbers back, but the Toronto native 
stayed with the play and fired home his first in blue and white. 

Notes: Leafs defenceman Timothy Liljegren made his season debut with 
Holl out sick. … Ottawa hosts the Dallas Stars on Sunday afternoon. … 
Toronto welcomes the New York Rangers on Monday. … Leafs centre 
Auston Matthews (wrist) remains out following off-season surgery. Head 
coach Sheldon Keefe said Saturday morning he continues to progress, 
but there’s no set date for the return of last season’s NHL goal leader to 
the lineup. 

This report by The Canadian Press was first published Oct. 16, 2021. 
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The Leafs played a risky game against the Senators, and resembled the 
team they aspire to be 

 

By Rosie DiMannoStar Columnist 

Sat., Oct. 16, 2021timer6 min. read 

 

The Maple Leafs want to put their imprimatur on the game, on a season 
that is still only a week young. 

But it’s never too early to make a branding impression. Searing the flesh. 

Although, both expectedly and unexpectedly, that’s become a more 
complicated ambition: Auston Matthews, very much the defining element 
on a team of superior talent and skill, isn’t yet quite fit for game action in 
his recovery from wrist surgery. Meanwhile, unpredictably and 

preposterously, a university goalie was suddenly at the end of the bench, 
on a one-day amateur contract in backup support of Jack Campbell 
because No. 2 Petr Mrázek lasted all of 40 minutes in his Leaf debut, 48 
hours earlier, felled with a groin injury. 

Risky business is the game the Leafs were playing on Saturday night, 
simultaneous to hosting the Senators. Like hitting a hard 16 in blackjack 
if the dealer has a 9, 10 or ace showing. With the spinning wheel of 
blame arrow — to jumble the gambling metaphor — pointing directly at 
Kyle Dubas. Because the Leafs have been sailing close to the wind, to 
the edge of the flat-cap world, on roster adaptability. 

Thus Campbell was between the pipes, hardscrabbling come hell or high 
anxiety through Game 3 on the schedule, because Toronto doesn’t have 
enough hard cap pocket change to buy a cup of coffee, despite just this 
past week being valued at $2 billion (U.S.) by Sportico, the sports 
business website, steepest franchise worth in the NHL. But they’re cap-
strapped, couldn’t afford to recall Michael Hutchinson from the Marlies 
instead of rolling the dice with raw apprentice Alex Bishop. Hutchinson — 
twice hung out to dry on the waiver wire by the Leafs — can join the 
parent club on Sunday as an emergency call-up. Nobody’s turning 
cartwheels. 

That’s the thumbnail version of cockamamie events and Toronto’s 
straitened cap circumstances — devolving from the wildly enriching 
contracts the Boy Genius GM rewarded to a clutch of marquee 
luminaries, blah-blah-blah. 

Were the steadfast Campbell to have allowed an early fistful of Ottawa 
goals at Scotiabank Arena on this evening, there would surely have been 
no relief from the U of T mensch on the bench. Only Campbell suffering a 
significant ailment of his own would have brought Bishop into the game. 
The stuff of folklore. Like, oh, a Zamboni driver who was lassoed to fill 
the crease for Carolina against these very Leafs 20 months ago, and 
beat them. 

Clearly, the Leafs aren’t mortification-proof. 

They were, however, Sens-proof, prevailing 3-1 in this return 
engagement. Again leaning heavily on the calm and collected poise of 
Campbell, who heard quite an un-Toronto-like chanting: SOUP! SOUP! 
SOUP! Perhaps this audience has livened up since the long COVID 
attendance furlough. 

“I did hear it and really appreciated it,” Campbell said post-game. “So, 
thanks guys.” 

This was the closest, from among the three games in the ’21-’22 books, 
that the Leafs have resembled the team they aspire to be. They came out 
with their hair on fire and pumped a pair of goals behind Anton Forsberg 
within scarcely eight minutes, from Wayne Simmonds and Alex Kerfoot. 

“I think it took me nine games last year” to pop his first, noted Simmonds, 
who did it this time to his delight in front of wife and daughter. Even 
though he was rather aw-shucks about the goal. “I didn’t do anything. 
Just angled my stick and put it five-hole.” 

Simmonds pivoted quickly to the team thing, emphasizing the about-face 
after two lousy starts in a row. “We came up pretty lame in the first 10 
minutes,” he admitted, of those back-to-back tilts with Montreal and 
Ottawa. 

This was palpably different, Toronto asserting its will on Ottawa. “We set 
the tone from the start of the game and we kept going.” 

Like Campbell, he’d noticed something different about this crowd in the 
team’s second home game with no attendance restrictions. “They’re 
getting pretty rowdy and it’s nice to see.” 

For Kerfoot, in particular, it was a nice response to the coach more or 
less calling him out earlier, which Keefe seems to be more willing to do 
this year — the public challenge. “He hasn’t played to the level that he 
had when the season ended in the playoffs,” Keefe had stated after the 
morning skate. 
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Kerfoot agreed, though speaking more generally about his line, with Alex 
Bunting and William Nylander. “We’ve got to play more in the offensive 
zone,” he’d said on game-day morning. “Get more stuff going to the net. 
We haven’t really generated a ton offensively. We’re looking to do that 
tonight.” 

Done. Though, seriously, let’s leave Nylander out of this self-critique. The 
slick Swede has two goals and three points through three games, 
including the deft set-up for Kerfoot, best Leaf on the ice Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Keefe had spoken to Kerfoot in the morning and had this to say post-
game: “It was really great for him to score a goal. It will go a long way 
towards building his confidence.” 

Bunting had already demonstrated value as someone who can provoke 
felonies from the opposition. “He’s hard on the puck, hard around the net, 
he’s always around the net,” Kerfoot had observed. “Guys are always 
trying to move him out of the way. He doesn’t like that. So then he kind of 
gets into it with guys. He ends up drawing penalties for the group. 
Obviously guys are annoyed when they play against him, so that’s good 
for the team.” 

The Scarborough native annoyed Ottawa even more, doubtless, by 
scoring his first goal as a Leaf underneath Forsberg’s glove, making it 3-
1 at 7:57 of the third period, giving Toronto a comfort cushion after a 
scoreless second frame where Drake Batherson had come within an 
offside skate blade of knotting it 2-2, with .05 of second left. 

Bunting’s face almost cracked with jubilation as he first banged on the 
glass and then did a skate-by of the Toronto bench. “Definitely a moment 
I’ll remember for the rest of my life … I’m feeling speechless. It was pretty 
cool to look up at all those Maple Leaf jerseys in the crowd and they were 
cheering for me.” 

Also on Saturday, Justin Holl was too sick with a cold to dress — fingers 
crossed it’s nothing more serious — which provided Timothy Liljegren 
with a first appearance opportunity in this embryonic campaign. Liljegren 
tallied an assist as well. 

Let’s state the obvious. We know what the ID markers are on this outfit, 
same as they’ve been since a cadre of gifted players first arrived five 
years ago. They’re not fledglings anymore. They’re well-established 
stars. They should be hard to play against and worry about the playoff 
psychic yips later. 

“It’s early in the year so let’s not make something too big of a deal,” 
Jason Spezza almost pleaded following Thursday’s defeat in Ottawa. 
Adding: “You want to find your identity.” 

Kerfoot had echoed: “Those starts are what we’ve been preaching. Start 
to the game, start to the season. Just imposing our will on the game for a 
full 60 minutes.” 

Most special of all on this evening, from his bench bird’s-eye view for the 
varsity kid, Bishop. 

“It’s not lost on me. This is a pretty rare opportunity and I’m pretty lucky.” 
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The Scarborough Maple Leafs strike back against the Senators. And the 
U of T goalie had a quiet night 

 

By Kevin McGranStaff Reporter 

 

It was a good night for the Scarborough Maple Leafs. 

Michael Bunting and Wayne Simmonds — both from Scarborough — got 
a couple of working-class goals, leading the Maple Leafs to a 3-1 win 
over the Ottawa Senators. 

And those greasy, gritty goals are what the team needs when its best 
player is injured and the top line isn’t scoring. 

Simmonds tapped in a Rasmus Sandin feed for the game’s first goal. 
Bunting finished a two-on-one in the third period for the clincher. 

“Definitely a moment I’ll remember for the rest of my life,” said Bunting. 
“It’s a cool experience to be able to get one at home for my first and 
celebrate in front of that crowd.” 

Though they are eight years apart, Bunting and Simmonds followed 
similar paths, playing for some of the same coaches in minor hockey. 

“We’ve got such a tight community in Scarborough,” said Simmonds. “We 
always look out for each other. So we’ve got a nice, tight network.” 

It was far from a perfect game, and they didn’t quite impose their will as 
Alex Kerfoot — who had a goal and an assist — had suggested they do 
heading into each and every game. But they took a 2-0 first-period lead, 
and got solid performances up and down the lineup, even if goals 
continue to elude some of the bigger names on the team. 

Kerfoot himself had taken some criticism for a slow start, admitting 
anything other than delivering a top performance was “just talk” and 
adding it was time for the Leafs to start “imposing their will for the full 60 
minutes.” 

He and his linemates had their best game, with Kerfoot scoring and 
getting an assist on Bunting’s goal. 

Sandin had a terrific game, setting up Simmonds for the first goal of the 
game and leading the Leafs in creating dangerous scoring opportunities. 

Defenceman Timothy Liljegren, playing for Justin Holl, made quite a few 
subtle defensive moves to shut down Senators opportunities before they 
started. And he got an assist, with a pass to Kerfoot that set up the two-
on-one that Bunting finished. 

On the downside, only 18,211 took in the game at Scotiabank Arena. 
That’s not a sellout, perhaps COVID-19 concerns keeping some fans 
away. 

And the top line — John Tavares, Mitch Marner and Nick Ritchie — 
remains without a goal, but it’s not for lack of trying. Marner had a 
breakaway in the third period, while all three were among the team 
leaders in shots and shot attempts. 

Video review: The Leafs led 2-1 after 40 minutes, built on two first-period 
goals by Kerfoot and Simmonds with the Senators rallying in the second, 
on a goal by Josh Norris. But the Leafs caught a break with a video 
review that negated what would have been the tying goal by Drake 
Batherson with just five seconds left in the second period. It was deemed 
on review that Batherson was offside. 

“I think that was a wake-up call for us,” said Simmonds, who thought the 
Leafs got away from their game late in the second. “It changes our 
attitude going into the dressing room and the way we came out for the 
third. We did a really good job. We didn’t sit back, we kept attacking. But 
we attacked the right way.” 

Best foot forward: When Kerfoot scored, it came on his first shot of the 
NHL season. He’d been under some scrutiny in the early going, as the 
centre on the second line with William Nylander and Bunting. Even coach 
Sheldon Keefe admitted Kerfoot’s first two games weren’t at an 
acceptable level. 

“He hasn’t played to be at the level that he had when the season ended 
in the playoffs,” the coach said. “I thought he and Willie together on that 
line when John (Tavares) went down, they were tremendous for us and 
had great chemistry. Specific to Alex, he played with a lot of confidence 
and wanted the puck, he was looking to make plays, he was flying 
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through the neutral zone. We haven’t seen that here quite yet, so we’re 
looking for him to find his groove and find his confidence.” 

Bishop graduates: The Leafs were left holding their breath that nothing 
bad would happen to Campbell because they didn’t have a bona-fide 
NHL backup available, because of salary-cap constraints and the rules of 
the collective agreement. The Leafs signed Alex Bishop, a 24-year-old 
goalie from the University of Toronto, to a one-game amateur tryout to fill 
the spot. 

Petr Mrázek pulled his groin Thursday. He was not in good enough 
shape to be the backup, but not in bad enough shape to go on long-term 
injured reserve (which requires a 10-game and 24-day absence). With no 
roster spot and no cap space, the Leafs had to play with 19 players 
under NHL contract, instead of 20. 

Keefe said the team is anticipating Mrázek will only miss two weeks after 
pulling his groin Saturday, adding that Michael Hutchinson will join the 
team on emergency recall Sunday. 

His salary won’t count against the cap, and he can remain with the team 
until Mrázek is healthy enough to play. 

Liljegren debuts: Because Holl was sick and not available, Liljegren 
made his season debut. He played mostly with Jake Muzzin, taking Holl’s 
spot on the right side. 

“Just trying not to disrupt too many things,” said Keefe. “He was excited 
(to get in). He’s played well, we know him. He’s already in the job for us.” 

Liljegren is 22 and a first-round pick from the 2017 draft. He played 11 
games for the Leafs in 2019-20, and two in the pandemic shortened 20-
21 season. 

Holl was out with the flu. His COVID-19 test was negative. 

Matthews update: Centre Auston Matthews, recovering from off-season 
wrist surgery, missed his third game. He took part in the morning skate, 
and even worked on his own before, but there was never an inkling by 
the Leafs coaching staff that he would play Saturday night. 

“He’s feeling good, he’s progressing in terms of his schedule,” said 
Keefe. “There’s no set date here. It’s just a matter of him continuing to 
progress. When I talked to him today, it was very positive. It’s been 
positive throughout, but even more so. So I would say it’s progressing 
well.” 

Notes: Forward Ondrej Kaše has already played more games for the 
Leafs (three) than he did for Boston last year (two), a season riddled with 
injuries ... Nylander scored in the first two games of the season for the 
first time in his career ... Saturday’s game was Simmonds’s 950th in the 
NHL ... The Senators played again without Brady Tkachuk, who signed a 
contract on Thursday and missed all of training camp ... Josh Ho-Sang 
scored twice in the Marlies’ 5-1 win over Manitoba in their AHL opener 
Saturday. 
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The death of the printed ticket for Leafs games was inevitable. Not 
everyone’s a fan 

 

By Dave FeschukSports Columnist 

 

As a loyal season-ticket holder of the Toronto Maple Leafs for more than 
40 years, Ron Powell’s enduring fandom is no doubt a testament to his 
patience, not to mention his willingness to fork over a considerable 
annual payment — about $12,000 a season now for his pair of seats in 
the second row of Scotiabank Arena’s upper bowl. 

But this year it’s also a test of the 77-year-old Powell’s handiness with a 
smartphone. 

For the first time in the club’s century-plus history, the Leafs, like the rest 
of the teams under the Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment umbrella, 
aren’t printing up traditional paper tickets on old-fashioned card stock. 
The only way to gain entrance into Scotiabank Arena is with a digital 
ticket downloaded onto a mobile device. 

It’s a change that’s been on the horizon for years, of course; in previous 
seasons, the Leafs gave subscribers the choice of either paper or digital 
tickets. And while the Leafs cited COVID-19 concerns in their final break 
from paper — a bit of spin that has raised skeptical eyebrows — plenty of 
teams around the world had been eschewing physical tickets for the 
scanning of barcodes long before the pandemic. The Los Angeles 
Dodgers, the favourites to win this year’s World Series, stopped issuing 
paper tickets way back in 2014. 

Still, for less tech-savvy Leaf loyalists such as Powell, the move away 
from paper is unwelcome on more than one level. For one, Powell said 
he’s only about a year removed from owning a far less sophisticated 
cellular device. 

“My daughter got embarrassed about my flip phone, so a year ago she 
went and got me one of these smartphones,” Powell said. “This thing 
does everything but wipe your nose. But I’m not good with it … I see 
(younger people) using these things. They’ve got that thumb going a mile 
a minute. But I’m sorry, I can’t do that. And I never will be able to do 
that.” 

For another, Powell said the new technology deprives him of one of his 
favourite hobbies: collecting ticket stubs. 

“You’re wiping out tradition to save a few dollars, is what it boils down to,” 
Powell said. “I’ve got ticket stubs for everything. I’m a ticket-stub guy. I’ve 
got Leaf Stanley Cup games from the ’60s. I’ve got Toronto Blue Jays 
World Series games from 1992 and ’93. I’ve got drawers full of them. 
Good memories.” 

There’s an irony to the move away from physical tickets: As teams shun 
them, collectors have been gobbling them up. While there’ve been plenty 
of headlines about sports cards fetching huge windfalls — a 1979 Wayne 
Gretzky rookie card famously sold for $1.29 million (U.S.) in December 
— the price of ticket stubs, albeit with their more modest valuations, has 
been making gains, too. 

“COVID drove the hobby (of collecting ticket stubs) to brand new levels,” 
said Russ Havens, owner and curator at TicketStubCollection.com. 
“Everyone had time on their hands. They’re digging through their shoe 
boxes, their junk drawers. Suddenly prices skyrocketed.” 

Printed tickets are no longer part of the gameday experience at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

Havens calls the demise of printed tickets “simultaneously awful and 
heartbreaking — and inevitable.” And there are those who would suggest 
that, for some collectors, it’s also been lucrative. 

“I think teams stopping the hard tickets, it’s created a bigger market for 
the collectible tickets,” said Glen Pye, a Toronto collectibles dealer. “As 
much as baseball cards have gone up, high-end tickets have gone up 
even more.” 

Certainly there are more sellers attempting to make a buck from stubs. 
Havens said that before the pandemic, there were typically about 75,000 
listings for souvenir tickets on eBay on any given day. At the peak of 
COVID, he saw that number reach as high as about 130,000. 

Pye, president of Glory Days Collectibles in Toronto’s west end, said he 
recently sold a ticket stub from Game 1 of the 1988 World Series — 
wherein Kirk Gibson of the Dodgers hit his famous walk-off home run — 
for about $800. That same ticket, Pye said, was valued at about $200 
before the pandemic. 
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There are more expensive tickets on the market. One from Michael 
Jordan’s first NBA game is currently up for sale for about $25,000. Pye 
said tickets from the Stanley Cup final in 1932 — the first time Toronto’s 
NHL team hoisted Lord Stanley’s chalice while known as the Maple Leafs 
— have been known to go for about $20,000. A full, unripped ticket from 
Game 8 of the 1972 Canada-Soviet Summit Series, meanwhile, can fetch 
about $10,000, while a stub from Auston Matthews’s memorable four-
goal NHL debut in Ottawa in 2016 is already worth a few hundred dollars. 

Such is the price some fans are willing to pay to hark back to a grand 
occasion. Which brings collectors to a more recent point of speculation. If 
paper stubs are no longer available as souvenirs, what’s next? What if, 
say, Matthews breaks Rick Vaive’s franchise single-season goal-scoring 
record in the coming months. Are screen shots of that night’s barcodes 
destined to decorate sports bars? 

Havens said he knows of a company that’s attempting to jump into this 
breach, printing physical tickets to digital-only events for fans who’d like a 
paper memento of the moment. It’s a scheme that sounds ruthless 
enough to be Leaf-ian: selling two tickets to the same event to the same 
customer. 

“That’s cynical, but it’s accurate,” said Havens. 

Another collector predicted it won’t be long until fans with digital tickets 
will be able to mark their attendance at a special event by purchasing an 
NFT, or non-fungible token. NFTs are assets backed by blockchain 
technology that have become popular among sports collectors. 
Matthews, for instance, used an online auction last summer to sell 107 
NFTs — essentially pieces of digital artwork — for a total of about 
$200,000, some of which was donated to SickKids Hospital. 

Tom McDonald, vice-president of ticket sales and service at Maple Leaf 
Sports and Entertainment, said there’ve already been conversations in 
the industry about developing NFTs as souvenirs. 

“We’re not there just yet. But I could see a day very soon where the 
NFTs are the items that do, in fact, commemorate those special nights,” 
McDonald said. 

To which a considerable portion of the Leafs’ fan base would no doubt 
say: “Huh?” McDonald, for that reason, said MLSE has been slower than 
some pro sports operations in making the switch to digital-only tickets. 

“There is a bit of an affinity to the paper tickets, so we’ve just been slow 
and deliberate in easing our members into this process,” McDonald said. 
“It has required some hand-holding in some cases, which we’ve been 
only too happy to do.” 

Even if Powell grumbles about prodding his 77-year-old thumbs to 
navigate his smartphone — “Old people don’t like change, and I’m old,” 
he said — he happily pointed out that he recently used the Leafs’ online 
tutorial to transfer a pair of seats to Wednesday night’s game to a 
neighbour. Powell, as it turned out, had to miss Toronto’s home opener 
for the first time in 41 years on account of a non-COVID health concern. 

For big sports organizations, the benefits of digital-only seats are many. 
There are those, for instance, who see it going a long way toward wiping 
out street-level ticket scalping — the profits of which franchises have 
been attempting to horn in on for years with strategies such as so-called 
dynamic pricing, which attempts to pre-emptively tack a premium onto 
high-demand games. 

While paper tickets could be exchanged unbeknownst to the Leafs, the 
digital-only version — because transfer of ownership requires the 
receiver of the tickets to provide an email address or phone number — 
gives the club a contact point for every person sitting in Scotiabank 
Arena on any given night. 

“A lot of teams are using COVID as an excuse to go digital … but it’s 
really about data accumulation,” said Pye, a longtime Leafs season-ticket 
holder and ticket broker. “Facebook’s built on that. Data mining. They 
want to know every single thing you do in your life, and then they can 

send you targeted ads. There’s a million different advantages for a team 
if they have all that information.” 

Said Powell: “They know exactly who’s in my seats every game now — 
which I don’t like. Big Brother has entered my life in a way I’m not 
comfortable with.” 

Alas, there is no known record, digital or physical, of Powell’s presence 
at the biggest Leafs game he’s ever seen. It was May 2, 1967 when he 
and his wife Nancy used his father’s season seats — the same ones that 
have been in the family since 1949 — to witness Toronto’s most recent 
clinching of a Stanley Cup. 

“You know the saddest part?” Powell said. “I’ve looked everywhere, and I 
can’t find that ticket stub.” 
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It’s cool to be a defenceman in today’s NHL. And the pay has never been 
better 

 

By Dave PoulinContributing Columnist 

Sat., Oct. 16, 2021timer4 min. read 

 

It’s fitting that the Boston Bruins joined the recent wave of hockey clubs 
signing their young defensive stars to mega-dollar, multi-year contracts 
— with 23-year-old stalwart Charlie McAvoy putting pen to paper on an 
eight-year, $76-million (U.S.) deal as the season’s first week came to a 
close. 

Boston has been one of the NHL’s best at controlling its internal salary 
cap, yet joined the recent surge in both recognizing and rewarding the 
defence position. The trend to spend on the blue line is increasing. The 
new dollar figure will make McAvoy the highest-paid Bruin, passing 
offensive stars Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. 

With the upping of the ante, veteran Maple Leafs defender Morgan Rielly 
sits in an interesting seat. In the final year of a six-year, $30-million deal, 
the longest serving Toronto player and pending unrestricted free agent at 
year’s end has put himself in a lucrative bargaining position. 

It’s a thin year for free-agent defenders, and Rielly will be at the top of 
many teams’ lists. Only 27 years old, he is just entering his prime. 
Approaching 600 regular-season games, his experience and versatility 
will be coveted. Two years removed from a 72-point season that has only 
been surpassed by three players in the past five years, Rielly will have 
suitors. 

He is going to get a raise. A significant one. Many feel there is still an 
offensive upside to the player who is also capable of handling a 
shutdown role against the best in the league. That combination merits a 
premium, and the Leafs will both understand that and work to get their 
veteran leader under contract. 

That’s where things will get tricky. 

Money is going to have to be redistributed to make it work. Toronto is 
currently in the bottom quarter of the league in dollars spent on defence. 
The best teams are all in the top half — save for the Islanders, who 
always seem to be able to do things differently. 

Over the past three months, 14 blueliners have signed hefty deals, seven 
of which have come with eight years of term. Six have an average annual 
value of $9 million or more, led by Zach Werenski of the Blue Jackets, 
who commanded $9.583 per season. The youngsters have been well 
represented, with Quinn Hughes of the Canucks (22), Rasmus Dahlin of 
the Sabres (21) and Miro Heiskanen of the Stars (22) all landing new 
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contracts, joined by veterans Mattias Ekholm of the Predators (32) and 
Colton Parayko of the Blues (29). 

The contract lengths are also of interest: from three years (Dahlin) to the 
eight-year maximum, which seven players were rewarded with. Between 
term and dollar figure, there are comparables to be measured against in 
every way. Deals are being completed because players are able to price 
themselves more accurately, as are the teams signing them. 

It’s hard to explain why defencemen have been a little slow to the party in 
terms of getting their fair share. Currently, there are only two among the 
top 22 earners in the league: Erik Karlsson of the Sharks at No. 4 and 
Drew Doughty of the Kings one slot behind him in a sea of forwards. 

As a new breed of young, dynamic puck-rushers has emerged, the 
money has followed. In the ebb and flow of positional preference, it now 
seems like it’s cool to be a defenceman. 

Similar to the wide receiver position in football in recent years, the best 
young athletes seem be gravitating to the blue line. It might be that the 
changing game has allowed for a smaller, quicker player to have success 
at the position. It may be the realization that a star blueliner gets to play 
more minutes, or it might all just be the cyclical world of sport, but it’s 
real. 

There has been a redistribution of dollars in a flat-cap world, and the 
beneficiaries have been on defence. Why? Goals are so hard to score 
that the integration of defencemen into the offence has never been at 
more of a premium. 

Teams are all well-coached, extensive video scouting makes secrets 
hard to protect, and players are both stronger and more able to defend, 
Three forwards alone aren’t enough to sustain an offensive push. If the 
defencemen aren’t involved, scoring chances go down. 

Combined with that factor is the pure skill of the backliners. Watching 
Hughes or Cale Makar of the Avalanche attack up ice is truly a treat. 
Coaches want them involved in the offence, and they are allowed much 
more freedom than their predecessors. Their creativity is in abundance, 
appreciated and required. They will be featured performers well worth the 
viewing. Everyone, including those signing the cheques, realizes that. 

Focus on the blueliners the next time you watch a game. 
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Inside the OHL: Hope, joy and challenges as junior hockey relaunches. 
IceDogs goalie Tucker Tynan makes ‘unbelievably inspiring’ return 

 

By Lukas WeeseSpecial to the Star 

Sat., Oct. 16, 2021timer3 min. read 

 

After the Barrie Colts’ home opener, their first regular-season game in 
575 days, head coach/general manager Marty Williamson was candid. 

“We are a good team (but) it’s going to take a while,” Williamson said 
after the 4-1 loss to the Niagara IceDogs. 

All 20 OHL teams are dealing with the effects of not having a junior 
hockey season for over 18 months because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Players are going from individual workouts and lengthy training camps to 
the pace and physicality of a 68-game season. While the skills are 
evident, translating that to games might take more time than usual. 

Teams usually forge an identity and style of play within a month. The 
consensus this season is that it will take even longer. Many coaches 

have adjusted their practice strategies in hopes of shortening that 
timeline. 

“We’re implementing a lot of new drills,” said Mississauga Steelheads 
head coach James Richmond. “A lot of physical activity, throwing guys 
out in down-low plays and puck possession drills where other guys are 
leaning on them, because they haven’t been feeling that. We want to try 
to get up to speed as quickly as we can.” 

Another factor is the unusually high number of rookies, with two draft 
classes entering the league at the same time. The Guelph Storm have 15 
first-year players, the Owen Sound Attack 13. 

“We just try to make things as simple as possible for the kids,” Attack 
coach Greg Walters said. “Coming from major or minor midget, there’s a 
lot to learn, most importantly away from the puck.” 

One thing that hasn’t changed is the desire to get off to a good start, no 
matter what the challenges. The Kingston Frontenacs — led by centre 
Shane Wright, the consensus No. 1 prospect for the 2022 NHL draft — 
are looking to bounce back after a 1-2 first week. 

“I think it’s a little bit more of a race this year, because you want to put 
yourself in a position of success,” said Frontenacs head coach Luca 
Caputi. “The way you play against these teams is always going to 
resonate in their mind. It’s important to establish a tone early on.” 

The enthusiasm was clear throughout the league in speaking with 
players, coaches and managers during the opening week, when 122 
goals were scored over 20 games — comparable to previous years. 
There was also a sense of gratitude, for the chance to return to the ice 
after so long away. 

“When a new horse is born, it’s jumping all around the field. That’s what 
these guys are doing right now,” Richmond said. “They’re showing their 
passion for the game and it’s fun to watch them.” 

Tynan returns 

On Dec. 12, 2019, IceDogs goalie Tucker Tynan suffered a life-
threatening thigh laceration when he was accidentally cut by a skate. He 
vowed to come back better than ever. 

On Oct. 7, 2021, he was the starting goalie in Niagara’s season opener 
against Barrie. 

He’s also off to one of the hottest starts in the OHL. 

The league’s goaltender of the week recorded a 1.44 goals-against 
average and .950 save percentage — both second-best in the OHL — in 
a pair of victories. 

According to IceDogs head coach Billy Burke, the players “would go 
through a wall” for Tynan. During the off-season, the netminder did 
relentless rehab while in regular communication with the coaching staff. 
Over the summer, he also practised with the AHL’s Iowa Wild and the 
U.S. junior team. 

Burke said it was seeing Tynan “keep his head above water” that gave 
him the confidence he could contribute this season: “He’s ready to make 
this next step. It’s unbelievably inspiring.” 

What’s the deal? 

The Colts traded Anaheim Ducks defence prospect Mathew Hill to the 
Oshawa Generals for a fifth-round draft pick in 2024. Oshawa was 
looking for a puck-moving, NHL-drafted defenceman to bolster a young 
blueline corps. From Barrie’s perspective, it was going to be hard for the 
team to carry two overage defencemen. One source, who requested 
anonymity in order to speak freely, said the Colts would’ve kept the 20-
year-old Hill if he wasn’t overage. The Colts have eight defencemen, 
many younger than Hill and with more flexibility. 

The Peterborough Petes acquired overage forward Joe Carroll from the 
Soo Greyhounds for three picks: third- (2022), sixth- and 12th-rounders 
(both 2023). Carroll was the Petes’ second overage addition in as many 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2021 

 

weeks, joining the Petes in consecutive weeks, joining forward Emmett 
Sproule, picked up from the Erie Otters. The six-foot-three Carroll adds 
size, experience and a top-level shot to the young Petes lineup. 
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Bishop gets a night as a Leaf 

 

Lance Hornby 
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Alex Bishop missed his date with EBUG destiny by nearly two years, but 
sitting at the end of the Maple Leafs’ bench Saturday was still a thrill. 

It was Bishop’s night off as the rotating replacement goaltender at 
Scotiabank on Feb. 22, 2020 when 43-year-old Zamboni driver David 
Ayres was called on by Carolina and wound up preserving a win over the 
Leafs and being celebrated throughout the sports world and on late night 
U.S. TV. 

That was the night James Reimer and Petr Mrazek were both hurt in the 
Canes net and it was a Mrazek injury, this time as a Leaf, that opened 
the door again Saturday for Bishop, the fourth year University of Toronto 
Blues’ commerce student from Richmond Hill. 

“A great experience,” Bishop said afterwards, who wore No. 70. 
“(Stepping out) for warmup, with the flash of the cameras was pretty 
surreal. It’s pretty distracting, but cool to get in there and taking some 
shots. 

“It’s not lost on me that this is a pretty rare opportunity. I’m pretty lucky to 
be cheering for my hometown team.” 

He let his parents know in the morning when he worked the skate and 
they made it to the game, but he eventually turned off his phone as the 
calls and messages piled up. 

“I watched that (Ayres) game; a day later and that would’ve been me. 
The first period I was pretty nervous, the second it started to ease, the 
third I soaked it all in.” 

When Campbell came to the bench for timeouts, he gave Bishop a fist 
bump to make him feel at home. 

GREY AREA WITH AUSTON 

The Leafs hope Saturday’s morning skate was the last time Auston 
Matthews will be seen in practice wearing grey. 

It was thought best to wait three games to be absolutely, confidently, 
100% sure that his surgically repaired wrist was not only healed, but 
battle tested in drills as he’d not played an exhibition game. Monday’s 
game against the Rangers became the goal as Matthews was snapping 
the puck with authority on Saturday morning, coach Sheldon Keefe was 
not guaranteeing anything. 

“I talked to him today, he was very positive, things are progressing, but 
there is no set date,” Keefe said. “ 

GAME ON 

Anton Forsberg faced more than 70 shots in two straight games from the 
Leafs, allowing four goals. After the second period horn, when he’d stood 
up to Toronto’s 5-on-3 for 1:06 in the middle period and snatched away 
what would’ve been John Tavares’ 200th point as a Leaf, William 
Nylander had some complimentary words for his countryman. Nylander 
and Tavares had eight of the Leafs first 23 shots, during which time 
Ottawa teammates also blocked 17 for Forsberg … Timothy Liljegren 

seemed to fit in nicely in his season debut with Jake Muzzin as an ill 
Justin Holl was given the night off … Home grown defencemen Liljeren, 
Rasmus Sandin and Travis Dermott all had assists, Campbell very 
complimentary of Dermott’s stick check on a dangerous 2-on-1. 

BOTTOM’S UP 

The first four nights of the NHL schedule saw 13 teams who missed the 
playoffs last season either win or get points. While keeping in mind that’s 
a very small sample size and a couple of those 13 played each other, it’s 
still a signal that the front of the pack can take few if any nights off as the 
rigours if a long schedule and travel return. 

“You can win on any night in the NHL, especially early on,” said Ottawa 
coach D.J. Smith. “That’s when teams aren’t tired yet and depth isn’t a 
huge issue or you’re over-playing your guys. But as you get into games 
20 to 40, teams with the most depth are going to start clicking. Anyone 
can win, but it’s not how you start, it’s how you finish.” 

With Saturday’s second game against Ottawa this week, the Leafs are in 
a stretch of six games in their first nine versus non-2021 playoff clubs. 
Toronto forward Alex Kerfoot wasn’t counting any of those as points in 
the bag. 

“We all know that parity in the NHL is really unparalleled in any other 
sport,” he said. “Every team can beat another. We know whoever we 
play, they have a chance to win and it just shows you how focused you 
have to be.” 

BRADY BACK SOON 

The next Toronto-Ottawa match will be New Year’s Day, when Brady 
Tkachuk is presumably rolling for the Sens. But Smith didn’t want the 
newly re-signed star to make his season debut this weekend while still 
shaking rust away from missing training camp. 

“If it were up to him, he’d be out there tonight,” Smith said Saturday 
morning. “But my job as coach is to protect him. Since I came here, it’s 
about being a good team for a long time. Brady’s a huge part of that and 
we have to make sure we take care that he’s 100% and we set him up for 
success. 

“When Brady is physical, it just ups the intensity, the emotion, everything 
and ultimately, he’s the most physical guy. If you’re a defenceman and 
you have to shut him down or (Drake) Batherson with him and if you play 
them hard, the likelihood is Brady will be on you all night. That will 
provide some offence for us.” 

Smith is looking at Thursday’s home game against San Jose to launch 
Tkachuk, but did not rule out Sunday’s match against Dallas if some 
Sens look spent after Saturday againt the Leafs or there’s an injury. 

“There’s a chance, but I err on the side of caution. There are 82 games, 
you get so excited to get him into one, but if he’s not ready, there’s (a 
concern about) confidence, the whole thing. Other guys have put the time 
in and maybe it’s their last (game) to stay in or stay in a certain spot.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

And now for something completely different — an American opponent. 
After Saturday’s 72nd consecutive game against a Canadian team since 
January of 2021 (regular season, playoffs and exhibition, almost half 
involving Ottawa and Montreal), the Leafs host the New York Rangers 
Monday … One Senator knew Leafs’ Bishop very well. Thomas Chabot 
and he were teammates on the Saint John Sea Dogs of the QMJHL … 
The Marlies were off on a winning note Saturday with a 5-1 home win 
over Manitoba. First star Josh Ho-Sang scored two and Kirill Semyomov 
had three assists, with Nick Robertson adding two. Ho-Sang is wearing 
96 for Toronto. 
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Bunting scores his first as Leafs start faster, avoid goaltending scare in 
beating Sens 

 

Terry Koshan 
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Michael Bunting has brought some feistiness in his initial games with the 
Maple Leafs. 

On Saturday night, the Scarborough native showed off his hands at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

The scrappy winger scored a crucial goal in third period, giving the Leafs 
a two-goal cushion on the way to a 3-1 victory over the Ottawa Senators. 

In scoring his first goal with Toronto at 7:57, Bunting waited out Senators 
defenceman Victor Mete, moved to his forehand and beat goaltender 
Anton Forsberg with a low shot to the glove side. 

“Definitely a moment I will remember for the rest of my life,” Bunting said. 
“That was a cool experience to be able to get one at home for my first 
and celebrate in front of the crowd. I’m pretty much speechless. For a kid 
growing up in Scarborough, not too far from here, it’s a dream come true 
to be able to score the first one. 

“I’m just trying to play simple, trying to get in on the forecheck and try to 
play in those dirty areas. I feel like I have been able to do that so far.” 

The victory, the Leafs’ second in three games to start 2021-22, exacted 
some revenge in the Battle of Ontario following a Senators win in Ottawa 
on Thursday. 

Signed to a two-year contract in July, Bunting has a long way to go 
before he makes Leafs Nation forget about Zach Hyman. The early 
returns, though, are promising. 

“Whether he is scoring or not, he is competing at a very high level,” Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said of Bunting. 

“He’s engaged in every shift. He wants to score — and when I say that, (I 
recognize that) everybody wants to score — but it’s very obvious. It’s 
apparent he is putting himself out there, he’s not afraid to go to the areas 
where the goals are more likely to happen. 

“He’s in the fight every day. That’s what I like about him.” 

Jack Campbell was his usual steady self in the Leafs net, making 20 
saves, but the club had quite a different look at the backup position. 

Thanks to the groin injury suffered by Petr Mrazek, defenceman Justin 
Holl’s illness and salary-cap restraints, the Leafs were forced to go 
outside the box, signing University of Toronto goalie Alexander Bishop to 
a one-day amateur tryout contract. 

The Leafs didn’t have the cash on hand to recall Michael Hutchinson. But 
now that they have played one game short in goal, they will get cap relief 
to summon Hutchinson on an emergency basis, and he will be at practice 
on Sunday. 

Holl had cold symptoms and the results of his COVID test had not yet 
come back. Had Holl been healthy, the Leafs could have sent 
defenceman Timothy Liljegren, who does not need waivers, to the 
Marlies and recalled Hutchinson. 

Instead, Liljegren made his season debut in Holl’s absence, was 
partnered with Jake Muzzin and assisted on Bunting’s goal. 

Most importantly, Keefe said the prognosis for Mrazek is a 14-day 
absence, not something longer term. 

The Sens in the second period killed off a two-man Leafs advantage that 
lasted one minute and six seconds, then climbed back into the game 

when they scored a power-play goal at 17:42 as Josh Norris slipped the 
puck under Campbell. 

A Keefe challenge for offside washed out what would have been the tying 
goal by Drake Batherson at 19:55. Batherson broke in alone on Campbell 
and the puck bounced in off the forward’s leg after a Campbell poke 
check. 

Replays showed Batherson was a hair offside, proving Keefe right. 

Also in the middle period, Campbell denied Tim Stuetzle on a breakaway 
after the Sens youngster dangled his way into the offensive zone. 

The Leafs knew they needed a better start than what they had done 
previously, and they managed to check that box. 

A couple of players who didn’t make much of a dent in Toronto’s first two 
games — forwards Wayne Simmonds and Alex Kerfoot — scored in the 
first period. 

Simmonds scored at 2:12, tapping a pass from Rasmus Sandin through 
the legs of Forsberg. 

At 8:06, Kerfoot scored when he put William Nylander’s feed into the net 
from directly in front of Forsberg.. 

“It was huge,” Simmonds said of the Leafs’ start, “especially after the two 
games when we came up pretty lame in the first 10 minutes. 

“We stuck to our game plan and did what we had to do.” 
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Several factors force Maple Leafs to sign university goalie to back up 
Campbell for game versus Senators 

 

Terry Koshan 
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Alex Bishop could get his time in the spotlight tonight. 

The Maple Leafs, all due respect, have to be hoping that doesn’t unfold 
for the University of Toronto netminder. 

Thanks to the groin injury suffered by goalie Petr Mrazek, defenceman 
Justin Holl’s illness and salary cap restraints, the Leafs will use Bishop as 
the backup to Jack Campbell on Saturday night against the Ottawa 
Senators at Scotiabank Arena. 

Bishop, who took part in the morning skate, will be signed to a one-day 
amateur tryout contract. 

“It just comes down to the fact that the flat cap has created some 
situations here that are a lot more difficult to manage,” Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. 

“Whether you’re a coach or a player, you don’t give much thought to the 
backup goaltender. It has nothing to do with what we’re trying to focus on 
tonight.” 

  Gearing up  #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/naKFZpwKxE 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 16, 2021 

Keefe acknowledged he did not have a full handle on the situation. 
Neither Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas nor assistant general 
manager Brandon Pridham, the club’s capologist — either one could 
have provided more clarity — were made available to media. 
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Holl has cold symptoms and results of his COVID test had not yet come 
back; had Holl been healthy, the Leafs could have sent defenceman 
Timothy Liljegren, who does not need waivers, to the Toronto Marlies 
and recalled goalie Michael Hutchinson. 

Had Mrazek been placed on long-term injured reserve, Hutchinson would 
have been recalled. Keefe said Mrazek still was being assessed, and that 
the injury did not appear to be one that will keep the netminder out for the 
long term. 

The Leafs could have waived a forward, for example Michael Amadio, to 
recall Hutchinson, but presumably did not want to take that risk after 
losing Adam Brooks to the Montreal Canadiens on waivers this past 
week. 

Under the collective bargaining agreement, the Leafs can get relief for an 
emergency recall of Hutchinson — but only after playing short at a 
position, in this case in goal, for one game. 

There’s no chance Holl will play on Saturday, no matter the results of his 
test, Keefe said. Liljegren will make his 2021-22 regular-season debut on 
the Leafs blue line alongside veteran Jake Muzzin. 

As far as the goalie picture goes, you’d think the Leafs are keeping their 
fingers tightly crossed that Campbell makes it through the game in full 
health. Having to use a university goalie in a National Hockey League 
game, no matter the reason, would not be a good look. 

The 24-year-old Bishop, a native of Richmond Hill, played for three 
teams in three seasons in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League 
before starting his university career at U of T in 2018. 

Keefe, meanwhile, said Auston Matthews continues to progress well in 
his recovery from surgery on his left wrist. There remains no timetable for 
Matthews to return, but Monday at home against the New York Rangers 
could be a possibility. 

Other than the goalie conundrum and Liljegren in for Holl, the Leafs won’t 
have any lineup changes following the 3-2 loss in Ottawa on Thursday. 

The Leafs’ projected lineup, based on the morning skate: 

LW-C-RW 

Nick Ritchie-John Tavares-Mitch Marner 

Alex Bunting-Alex Kerfoot-William Nylander 

Pierre Engvall-David Kampf-Ondrej Kase 

Jason Spezza-Michael Amadio-Wayne Simmonds 

Defence 

Morgan Rielly-TJ Brodie 

Jake Muzzin-Timothy Liljegren 

Rasmus Sandin-Travis Dermott 

Goalies 

Jack Campbell 

Alex Bishop 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Michael Bunting’s first goal as a Leaf secures 
a win 

 

By Omar White Oct 17, 2021 58  

 

It was a game of firsts for the Maple Leafs as the team earned their 
second win of the season. Alex Kerfoot got his first goal of the season, 
Timothy Liljegren played in his first game and earned his first point and 
Michael Bunting made me jump up in my seat for the first time this year. 
Thankfully, the team made the 60-minute effort a lot more entertaining 
than the last time around. 

Three Stars  

First Star 

Michael Bunting  

My boy Bunting sure does the gritty things to succeed on the ice. It was a 
subtle play, but taking the hit along the boards and getting the puck down 
low to William Nylander was a key contributing factor to the opening goal. 
Bunting nearly got his own first as Ottawa’s defencemen, in particular 
Nikita Zaitsev, were scrambling in front of Anton Forsberg but the shot 
went off the shoulder. 

And then the magic happened. The stop and re-adjustment is one thing, 
but when you look at it, it’s a small hole he used to score and it paid off. 
Hopefully the first of many for the first Leaf ever to wear No. 58. 

MICHAEL BUNTING FOREVER PIC.TWITTER.COM/QNRTRDWZ7A 

— OMAR (@TICTACTOMAR) OCTOBER 17, 2021 

Second Star 

William Nylander 

The point-per-game Nylander SZN continues. Nylander has been the 
Leafs’ best so far this season as, and we’re going to hear this a lot, there 
always seemed to be a chance or some danger in the Leafs’ favour when 
he was on the ice. His feed to Kerfoot was well placed and he took a 
number of quality shots on the power play. I hope Auston Matthews is 
back on Monday as it’ll be great to have two legitimate shooting threats 
on the man advantage. 

Third Star  

Rasmus Sandin  

Sandin is getting better and better each game. He made an unreal play 
on the Wayne Simmonds goal, again showing a willingness to activate 
and use his skating to generate offence. 

He’s the fourth forward in the offensive zone but hasn’t done anything 
distrustful to have that be a concern. It’s really stood out on those fourth-
line shifts where Sandin and Jason Spezza find each other and drive the 
movement of the puck. 

Honourary Bonus Star 

Alex Bishop 

It’s not every day we get to live out our dreams, especially when we least 
expect it. Going from the University of Toronto to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs is pretty cool. Cheers to you, Alex. 

Player Reports 

A 

Jason Spezza 

The fourth line finally started to look dangerous offensively and Spezza 
had a lot to do with that. I know the line is repeated, but it’s incredible 
how in-tact the skill and vision is on Spezza. He continues to make clean 
stretch passes to advance the puck, putting the opposition in positions to 
continuously stop-and-start. 

Mitch Marner  
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What I haven’t seen much from Marner yet this season was his dancing. 
No, I don’t mean to music, but the way he moves on the ice and we saw 
that a lot tonight. Marner nearly gave John Tavares two goals. The first 
saw him walk around an Ottawa player and send the puck to the front of 
the net while the other resulted in the Anton Forsberg larceny. Marner is 
at his best when he makes a number of passes, both long and short, 
while continuously keeping his feet moving. He didn’t end up on the 
score sheet tonight but it looks like he is regaining his mojo. 

Jack Campbell  

Not as chaotic as his last start but did come up with song huge saves. 
One of which was on Tim Stutzle after a rare T.J. Brodie walking gave 
him a solid scoring chance. 

Campbell complimented Stutzle last season after the then-rookie scored 
his first NHL goal. It’s nice to see that story come somewhat full circle as 
he’s shutting the door against him in a moment when Ottawa really 
needed a goal. Unfortunately, Campbell did feel the dangers of an 
aggressive penalty kill as three of his four killers were on one side of the 
net. Josh Norris did get into his head a bit hesitating with his shot after 
receiving the pass on the power play to open Campbell up and score. 

We also saw the dangers of the poke check as Campbell missed the 
mark led to Batherson’s goal. But we’ll cut him some slack there as it was 
clearly offisde. 

B+ 

Timothy Liljegren  

It was the first game of the season for Liljegren, and unlike his usual 
stints with the Leafs, it wasn’t as a sixth or seventh defenceman. He 
made a number of good stick plays whether it’s getting in the way of a 
shot attempt or disrupting a zone entry. He was tied up a bit on the 
penalty kill leading to the Norris goal against, but walking away with your 
first NHL point is a nice silver lining. It wasn’t a clean breakout pass, 
instead, Liljegren broke up a play in the defensive zone allowing Kerfoot 
and Bunting to skate off. 

Morgan Reilly 

Solid clears on the penalty kill. Similar to Sandin, Rielly has been jumping 
up as an extra option in the play a lot more lately. He had a great little 
rush in the offensive zone off the face-off as he took the puck to the net 
noticing he had a clear lane. 

Alex Kerfoot  

It honestly surprised me that Kerfoot had went into Game 3 of the season 
without a shot on net. Fortunately, he changed that stat fairly quickly. 
Kerfoot got the play that led to his own goal started as he kept the puck 
in the offensive zone when the Sens were making another attempt to 
clear it. After being left completely uncontested, Kerfoot headed to the 
slot and received the feed from Nylander, scoring on his first shot of the 
season. 

ALEX KERFOOT   

FIRST SHOT? FIRST GOAL! PIC.TWITTER.COM/C5WLWBHLOT 

— OMAR (@TICTACTOMAR) OCTOBER 16, 2021 

Travis Dermott 

With how often Sandin jumps up, Dermott has been a lot more reserved 
though I feel it’s working for him. Dermott adding more Brodie to his 
game is working. That was huge. 

John Tavares  

Tavares and Forsberg were very acquainted with each other all night. I 
nearly called the FBI as Tavares was completely robbed by Forsberg. 

Tavares had a number of chances right in front of the Ottawa goaltender 
and was also stopped off a short-side one-timer from the right side. That 
said, there may be a bit of cursed luck coming for the captain considering 

he missed the empty net. It was so bad, Scotiabank Arena thought he 
scored. 

B 

Wayne Simmonds  

Dad power finds its way to rise again at Scotiabank Arena. Simmonds did 
on his goal what Wayne Simmonds is known for: working the front of the 
net. Another play started by Spezza could’ve seen him score two. 
Simmonds was really piling the goals on before his wrist injury and it’ll be 
an additional layer of scoring for the Leafs if he and that whole line can 
continue to produce. 

WAYNE SIMMONDS   

WHAT A PASS FROM RASMUS SANDIN 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/PVC2WCAP1W 

— OMAR (@TICTACTOMAR) OCTOBER 16, 2021 

David Kämpf  

Kampf is such a reliable presence in front of Campbell when it comes to 
clearing rebounds. I really noticed it on the first-period penalty kill. It’s 
something that isn’t talked about enough, but clearing rebounds denies 
those second and third opportunities. 

Ondrej Kase  

Hooked up very nicely by a Sandin feed in the second period that went in 
between two players’ legs. If Kase got to the area quicker, he could’ve 
had his name on the scoresheet, but it’s coming along rather nicely for 
him so far. 

To be completely honest, I wouldn’t be opposed to giving Kase a shot in 
the top six. He has the awareness and the drive to produce and he’s 
getting his chances. 

B- 

T.J. Brodie 

It’s not often when Brodie gets walked but it happened. Luckily Campbell 
made the stop. Additionally, he came up big in the final minutes of the 
game when Ottawa was trying to give themselves some life. 

C 

Jake Muzzin  

It may be due to the Leafs’ aggressive penalty-killing this time but Muzzin 
was on the ice for another goal against. On the positive end, I liked what 
he and Sandin were doing together at the tail end of the first period 
contributing to that quick puck movement that we all love to watch. And if 
that didn’t make you happy, he destroyed Zach Sanford who was trying 
to hit him first. 

Michael Amadio 

Amadio was a lot more noticeable tonight. He made a number of small 
passes, one of which led to a high-danger chance for Simmonds. Started 
to notice Amadio more in the third as he got a shot on goal and tried to 
re-direct a Rielly shot from the point right from the crease. 

D 

Nick Ritchie  

It’s getting harder to see what Ritchie brings to the team on a nightly 
basis. He got the puck in the offensive zone in a decent area and passed 
instead of trying to take a shot. We’ve seen Ritchie use his shot from 
further out before so it’s odd that he would go for that option. Ritchie did 
go out with the top unit on the 5-on-3 power play instead of Spezza as a 
net-front presence and didn’t do much save for a quick rebound chance 
off a Nylander shot. However, he took a cross-checking penalty that led 
to Ottawa getting their first goal of the game. 
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Where were they? 

Pierre Engvall 

Aside from contributing to the offensive zone pressure in the first, there 
wasn’t much from Engvall. There was the “slashing call” but that’s a 
different conversation (Sidenote: what the heck is up with officiating!?) 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: A 

The Leafs started a lot better and for the most part, took control of the 
game. The coach’s challenge at the end of the second period was 
particularly huge for Sheldon Keefe. If for some reason that goal is 
allowed, the Senators put on two goals in quick succession and head into 
the third period with all the momentum. Thankfully the right call was 
made. The team still needs to get rid of their slowish patches of the 
game, especially as they’re moving on from Canadian teams. Others 
around the league will likely capitalize on some of the mistakes the Leafs 
were making and they need to clean those up. 

Where do the Leafs go from here?  

Next up is the Leafs’ first game against an American team in eons. The 
New York Rangers aren’t the Ottawa Senators. They’re a team trying to 
compete in a difficult Metropolitan Division and they need every point 
they can get. Starting on time and getting good goaltending isn’t going to 
be enough. The Leafs must get into the habit of having complete efforts 
and most importantly, finishing on those chances. 

Speaking of finishing, Matthews may be back in the lineup and that would 
be a huge boost. With Nylander playing the way he is while Marner and 
Tavares are slowly climbing, it will be good to get the mustached fury on 
the roster once again. 

Tweets of the Night  

THEY SHOULD’VE PUT HIM IN LUCKY NUMBER 90 

— DAVID AYRES (@DAVIDAYRES901) OCTOBER 16, 2021 

CAN NYLANDER STAY ON THE ICE FOREVER 

— AH YES, THE LEAFS. (@LEAFSALLDAYY) OCTOBER 16, 2021 
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Petr Mrazek’s injury and a cap crunch forces Maple Leafs into an 
unusual predicament 

 

By Jonas Siegel Oct 16, 2021 68  

 

An unfamiliar goaltender was on the ice shortly before the Maple Leafs 
morning skate on Saturday. 

His name: Alex Bishop. He’s a University of Toronto goaltender who will 
— in the most unusual of circumstances — serve as the backup to Jack 
Campbell on Saturday night when the Leafs host the Senators. 

With Petr Mrazek sidelined by a groin injury, Justin Holl under the 
weather, and the Leafs pushed right up against the cap, Bishop was 
signed to an amateur tryout. 

This is all cap-related, a one-game penalty to the Leafs, essentially, amid 
injuries to Mrazek, Auston Matthews, and now, Holl, who showed up to 
the rink on Saturday with cold symptoms. The Leafs were still awaiting 

his PCR test results late on Saturday morning, but he’s not well enough 
to play, according to head coach Sheldon Keefe. 

“It just comes down to the fact that the flat cap has created some 
situations here that are a lot more difficult to manage, even from a year 
ago when we had a taxi squad, a third goalie, emergency, and all that 
kind of stuff,” Keefe explained. “That’s the situation. A lot of teams have 
already gone through it (playing short a full lineup) last season, and I 
suspect a lot more will this season with the rules going back to normal 
and not necessarily having the COVID exemptions and such.” 

As of yet, Mrazek has not been placed on long-term injured reserve, 
which would have freed up the cap space to bring up Michael 
Hutchinson. 

“He’s still being assessed in terms of just how long he’s going to be out,” 
Keefe said. “At this point, it’s not looking like it’s going to be long-term in 
the sense of LTIR and that kind of stuff.” 

LTIR would require Mrazek to miss 10 games and 24 days. 

Matthews is day-to-day at this point, inching closer to his season debut 
after offseason wrist surgery. 

Holl’s illness explains why the Leafs can’t simply send down Timothy 
Liljegren to create the space to recall Hutchinson. Liljegren will make his 
season debut in Holl’s place against Ottawa, playing alongside Jake 
Muzzin on the Leafs second pair. 

LEAFS PROJECTED LINEUP ON SAT: 

RITCHIE-TAVARES-MARNER 

BUNTING-KERFOOT-NYLANDER 

ENGVALL-KAMPF-KASE 

SPEZZA-AMADIO-SIMMONDS 

RIELLY-BRODIE 

MUZZIN-LILJEGREN 

SANDIN-DERMOTT 

CAMPBELL STARTS IN GOAL 

— JONAS SIEGEL (@JONASSIEGEL) OCTOBER 16, 2021 

In theory, the Leafs could have waived Michael Amadio on Friday. But 
that would have left them short a forward. 

For emergency recall purposes, the Leafs are required to play one game 
short of the required lineup — 12 forwards, six defencemen, and two 
goaltenders. 

Essentially, they’ve chosen to play short in goal. 

“There’s a lot of things that, to be honest, aren’t really my department 
and I’m not really aware of,” Keefe said. 

It’s a risky, if explainable, decision by management. 

Any kind of injury that forces Campbell from the game on Saturday and 
the Leafs will have to turn to Bishop to face NHL competition. They could 
have chosen to play short a defenceman (Liljegren) or a forward 
(Amadio), as other NHL teams in this circumstance, have chosen to do in 
the past. 

Amadio played eight minutes on Thursday night against the Senators, 
and nine minutes in the opener a night earlier. 

The Leafs may have feared losing him on waivers though. Their NHL 
depth up front has already taken a hit, with Adam Brooks stolen away by 
Montreal on waivers and Ilya Mikheyev on the shelf until December with 
a broken thumb. 

Lose Amadio and the next man up would be Kirill Semyonov, who’s yet 
to play an NHL game. 
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Still, it’ll make for a nerve-wracking night for all involved, Campbell 
especially. He won’t want to force Bishop into the net. Last season, he 
pulled his groin in the final minutes of a game in Calgary but stayed in the 
net anyway so that Frederik Andersen wouldn’t have to come in cold. 

He and the Leafs have to hope nothing comes up on this particular night. 

Bishop will be in the building, waiting around (nervously), just in case. A 
6-foot-4 goaltender from Richmond Hill, Ont., Bishop’s last season with 
the Varsity Blues came during the 2019-20 season. 

Come Monday, the Leafs will be able to recall Hutchinson. By then, they 
should also have more clarity on Mrazek. 

Before then, a nervous Saturday night for the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Early Oilers results have fans believing this season could 
be different 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecOctober 17, 2021, 2:25 AM 

 

EDMONTON — There are floor-to-ceiling windows in the room where the 
Edmonton Oilers conduct their postgame interviews. Inside, the players 
are calm and quotable, just two games into a nice start to the NHL 
season. 

Outside on the street, it was bedlam, with 300-400 fans banging on the 
windows and cheering on Jesse Puljujarvi as he sat at the podium next to 
Leon Draisaitl, chanting “MVP! MVP! MVP” when it was Connor 
McDavid’s turn, and generally acting as if it were June, not October. 

The Oilers beat Calgary 5-2 on a sudsy Saturday night in The Big E, and 
the local superstar had a hat trick. McDavid even scored one on that one-
timer he’s been working on at practice. You remember, the one Draisaitl 
had joked was “fluffy” when asked about McDavid’s shot a few days ago. 

Draisaitl was ready when he took to the podium after the game. 

“If you watch the replay, it WAS a little fluffy,” he kidded. “It came off nice, 
but it was fluffing. It was a nice shot, I will give him that. A very nice shot. 
Good for him.” 

Good for him. 

It was a metaphorical pat on the head from a 50-goal scorer with one of 
the best one-timers in the game, to a player who scores every which way 
but like that -- until Saturday night. Like Rory McIlroy saying, “Nice drive,” 
when you “blister” one 225 yards down the middle. 

“It’s funny,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “I knew as soon as it went in, 
the players were so happy for him. They’re laughing and because you 
(media) guys have brought it up in the last week or whatever -- so it’s 
kind of out there that we’re looking for results now -- and he got results. 
It’s a light moment, put it that way.” 

Fans crowded in the streets partying to a 2-0 start. Laughs at the 
expense of McDavid, who set a team record with his third career regular 
season hat trick against the Flames. An emerging star in Puljujarvi, who 
has 2-2-4 in two games and could be destined for 30 goals playing 
alongside McDavid all year, and Draisaitl for much of it. 

What’s up in Edmonton? 

We’re not quite sure, but somehow this is different than just a couple of 
superstars working their way towards a Hart and an Art Ross Trophy, as 
is the norm in these parts. There is so much more talent below the big 
line in Edmonton these days, and when Tippett went to three lines with 

the score 4-2 in the third period, it was a workflow that we haven’t seen 
here for ages. 

“There was a flow and a rhythm to our game,” Tippett said. “Everybody 
was on the same page and… we’ve got three lines that are just going 
hard and playing a similar style. It doesn’t matter who the players are, 
you can do that and look like a pretty good team.” 

For years Edmonton has iced a first line, with two third lines and a fourth 
line. Then they split McDavid and Draisaitl up last year, and they had a 
first line, a second line, and two fourth lines. 

With smart centreman Derek Ryan (who scored Saturday) between two 
big, fast wingers in Warren Foegele and Zack Kassian, Edmonton now 
has a legit third line like we haven’t seen in a long, long time. 

Is this what a real hockey team looks like? Is this how a proper set of 
forward lines is supposed to look? 

Forgive us, but it’s been a while. 

A fourth line that doesn’t get caved in five-on-five? “What’s that?” asked 
every Oilers observer in the past decade. 

Look, it’s early. The Oilers are still taking too many penalties, and but for 
a few breaks, Calgary could have found a better fate Saturday. 

But watching Edmonton closely now through two games, you see the 
plan. It’s evident, the structure of a roster that was augmented with the 
right kinds of players this summer, and now comes over the boards in a 
fashion that a well built roster does. 

There’s copious skill at the top with McDavid and Draisaitl, danger on 
Line 2 with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Zach Hyman, size and speed on 
Line 3 and a fourth line that fills in the blanks with a couple of penalty 
killers. 

On defence, Darnell Nurse and Tyson Barrie are a pairing with two top 
players -- an Olympic hopeful and a righty who quarterbacks a mean 
powerplay. The way a top-skill pairing is supposed to. 

Below them, Duncan Keith and Cody Ceci were impeccable Saturday, a 
pairing that appears destined to silence the detractors who want to write 
players off before they’ve even played a game for their team. They were 
excellent Saturday. 

Evan Bouchard is being worked in on the third pairing, like a young 
defenceman is supposed to. He is being given as much responsibility as 
he can handle, with the requisite veterans around to usurp that ice time 
on a night when it’s not going Bouchard’s way. 

And in goal, Mike Smith has been the better goalie in each of the first two 
games, making 45 stops Saturday. We’re not saying he’s the best goalie 
in the Pacific, but he was a shade better than Thatcher Demko in Game 
1, and out-duelled Jacob Markstrom in Game 2. 

“He’s been amazing,” McDavid said. “He’s come back and picked up 
right where he left off. He’s an ageless wonder. He was unbelievable 
again tonight.” 

Unbelievable? 

It’s only two games, but at this point, there’s no reason not to believe. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Scarborough's Simmonds, Bunting give Maple Leafs 
much-needed spark 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxOctober 16, 2021, 10:03 PM 
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TORONTO -- The newest goal-scorer for the Toronto Maple Leafs glided 
toward the end-boards and a sea of happy faces. 

A red lamp reflected off his face and Hall & Oates blared through the 
barn of his favourite boyhood team as Michael Bunting pounded the 
glass with his fists. 

Twice. 

Or once for every big goal scored by a scrappy Scarborough son in the 
Leafs’ decisive 3-1 victory over the Ottawa Senators Saturday night. 

"I'm pretty much speechless. It was a pretty cool experience to look up 
and see all those Maple Leaf jerseys in the crowd and cheering,” said 
Bunting, still riding a high. 

“And they're cheering for me. For a kid growing up in Scarborough, it's a 
dream come true." 

The Scarborough Maple Leafs started on time and were rewarded for 
their punctuality. 

Voice-of-reason Jason Spezza had cautioned outsiders not to make “too 
big a deal” of the club’s sluggish starts in their first two games. And the 
players quieted criticism of that disturbing early trend with quick strikes 
from two forwards who had underdelivered through the first 120 minutes 
of the season. 

“Not too shabby, eh?” Wayne Simmonds gap-tooth smiled. 

Simmonds went from “hugging” young daughter Kori through the corner 
glass during warmups to hugging his fourth-line mates by the 2:12 mark. 

The Scarborough native battled for space net-front and converted a 
sweet slot feed from defenceman Rasmus Sandin, creating deep in the 
enemy zone. 

“Unbelievable. I didn’t do anything,” Simmonds said. 

Six minutes later, Alexander Kerfoot -- elevated to second-line centre 
until Auston Matthews is ready -- got open in the slot and slammed home 
on a puck on a platter from winger William Nylander. 

Kerfoot himself stated pre-game that his line could do better, and the trio 
made good on that effort. 

Sheldon Keefe likes Kerfoot’s knack for adapting to whatever role he is 
given, but the coach felt the need to chat with Kerfoot after he failed to 
make a significant impact in his first two games in the top six. 

The message: Let’s forget those first two games and treat Game 3 as if 
it’s Game 1 of your season. 

Kerfoot had excelled in the post-season alongside Nylander when John 
Tavares got sidelined. Until Saturday? Not so much. Keefe asked for a 
return to the form Kerfoot had flexed in May. 

“He played with lots of confidence, he wanted the puck, he was looking to 
make plays, he was flying through the neutral zone. We haven't seen that 
here quite yet,” Keefe said pre-game. 

“(My message) was just about him finding his groove and finding his 
confidence and getting back to doing that. I wanted to clear his head and 
get (him) back to being the player we know he can be.” 

A more energized and determined Leafs group washed away the sour 
taste of Thursday’s loss in Kanata and, perhaps best of all, skirted the 
potential embarrassment of playing University of Toronto emergency 
backup goalie Alex Bishop. 

“You’re going to see a lot of this throughout the league. In fact, 
Colorado’s playing one skater short tonight as well,” Keefe said. “Lucky 
for us, we didn’t need it.” 

Ottawa’s Josh Norris got the Sens on the board in the second period with 
a power-play marker, and the Leafs dodged a tie game by about four 

inches when a Drake Batherson goal was erased due to an offside skate 
blade. 

Bunting put the contest away when he wristed his keepsake puck past 
Anton Forsberg. Playoff Kerfoot set the new guy up during a two-on-one 
rush. 

Bunting punctuated his first as a Maple Leaf with a smile as stretched out 
as Kingston Road and a happy bang into the end glass. 

“Whether he’s scoring or not, he’s competing at a very high level. He’s 
engaged in the game. He’s engaged in every shift,” Keefe praised. “It's 
apparent he's putting himself out there. He's not afraid to go to the areas 
where the goals are more likely to happen. He's in the fight.” 

Scarborough alone scored enough to get the job done. 

“The lifestyle growing up there,” Bunting said, “you grind to get what you 
get.” 

The Maple Leafs need more of that. 

Truth is, were it not for the stellar play of Ottawa netminder Forsberg, 
who made jaw-dropping saves on Tavares and Mitch Marner all alone, 
Toronto might’ve run away with this one. 

But a strong start -- and Bunting’s joyous finish -- did the trick. 

Jack Campbell, Toronto’s only pro goaltender dressed, took the victory to 
improve to 2-0. He has only allowed two goals through 140 minutes of 
work and, with Petr Mrazek out with a groin injury for the next 14 days, 
faces a busy stretch ahead. 

The Maple Leafs host the New York Rangers Monday. 

No doubt, Scarborough will be in the house. 

“We got such a tight community in Scarborough,” Simmonds said. “We 
always look out for each other, so we've got a nice, tight network -- and 
it's nice to have another guy on the team from Scarborough, that’s for 
sure.” 

Even nicer to have another Leaf willing to grind for what he gets. 

Fox’s Fast Five 

• Matthews (wrist) was ruled out for three games. Three games are over. 
The superstar keeps participating in practices and his recovery is 
progressing well. Yet the Maple Leafs are not placing a date on his 
return. 

“He’s feeling good,” Keefe said. “When I talked to him today, it was very 
positive.” 

• A couple promising Marlies debuts Saturday for late cuts from Leafs 
training camp: Josh Ho-Sang scored twice, including the game-winner, 
and KHL import Kirill Semyonov registered three assists in the farm 
club’s 5-1 victory over the Manitoba Moose. 

• Ottawa’s Brady Tkachuk practised in Toronto but has yet to make his 
season debut. “If it was up to him, he’d play. But my job is protecting 
him,” Sens coach D.J. Smith said. 

Does Tkachuk play Sunday versus Dallas or wait till Thursday versus 
San Jose? 

Smith: “It's like waiting for Christmas when you already know what gift 
you're getting.” 

• Bishop is not the first University of Toronto netminder to get a peek into 
an EBUG’s life. Back in October 2013, an injury to James Reimer forced 
Toronto to sign Blues’ goalie -- and noted Montreal Canadiens fan -- 
Brett Willows to a one-day amateur contract and back up Jonathan 
Bernier. 

• Trend WATCH: Nylander has either a goal or a primary assist in each 
game. Bunting has drawn a penalty in all three games. 
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“Guys are annoyed when they play against him,” Kerfoot said, “so that’s 
good for our team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Suzuki, Caufield facing early adversity to propel stagnant 
Canadiens offence 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsOctober 17, 2021, 12:29 AM 

 

MONTREAL— Zero—that’s how many points the Montreal Canadiens 
have collected in the standings through three games. 

That’s how many goals they’ve scored on 11 power plays, and that’s how 
many points Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield have combined for so far this 
season. 

On Saturday at the Bell Centre, those two players were introduced to a 
capacity crowd of 21,105 and the roof nearly blew off as they each 
skated to centre ice as part of the home-opening ceremony. Suzuki, fresh 
off a 41-point output over 56 games that propelled him to lead the 
Canadiens with 15 points in 22 playoff games and had him minted with 
an eight-year, $63-million contract earlier this week, was wearing an ‘A’ 
on his jersey and was greeted as one of the team’s leaders. And the 
cheers for Caufield—the former 15th overall pick in 2019 who displayed 
his Hobey Baker-winning talents immediately with the Canadiens on their 
run to the 2021 Stanley Cup Final—were so loud, his parents might have 
heard them from Wisconsin. 

Perhaps they were still ringing in his ears as he corralled the puck early 
in the second period of Saturday’s 3-1 loss to the New York Rangers, as 
he stormed in from the left wing, got on his front foot to uncork his 
typically lethal snapshot and whiffed. Or maybe they were rattling around 
Caufield’s mind, along with several other thoughts he’d prefer to not be 
having when he’s just trying to play the game and go with the natural flow 
of things. 

 

Are Suzuki and Caufield already feeling pressure from Canadiens fans? 

Canadiens Dominique Ducharme didn’t dismiss the idea. 

“That’s something he doesn’t usually do, and I think that’s mental. That’s 
overthinking it when you have a chance like that,” he said of Caufield’s 
whiff. “Some guys say it’s squeezing the stick, but for other guys, it’s 
looking to make the perfect shot because of that feeling. At one point, 
guys like that, when you get on a roll, you get those pucks (and) you 
don’t even think about it; it’s just natural, boom it goes. Even when you 
shoot, you know it’s going to go in.” 

“Right now, they don’t have that,” said Ducharme in reference to both 
Caufield and Suzuki, and he was right. 

They didn’t have it through the first four periods of the season with Tyler 
Toffoli. They didn’t have it with Artturi Lehkonen through the final two 
periods of their 5-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday. And they 
definitely didn’t have it with Joel Armia in Saturday’s loss to the Rangers. 

Suzuki and Caufield weren’t alone. 

Toffoli and Brendan Gallagher—two guys capable of each scoring 30 
goals, as Ducharme put it earlier on Saturday—haven’t managed to put 
any of the 20 shots they’ve combined for in the back of the net. Josh 
Anderson, a former 27-goal scorer, is also stuck on zero. Same goes for 
Armia and Jake Evans, who had Montreal’s best chances against New 
York. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“We’ve scored three goals and (Jonathan) Drouin’s got two,” said 
Ducharme. “The other one is (from) a defenceman (Chris Wideman). 

“Obviously, we know we’re better than this offensively, and we’ll (prove) 
that.” 

There’s no time like the present, as Drouin pointed out. 

“You never want to start the season on that side where you’re 0-3,” he 
said. “I thought we played a good first game in Toronto. In Buffalo, we 
played terribly. Tonight was more our game, other than too many 
penalties. In the second period, we gave them that one power-play goal 
that took momentum away from our five-on-five game. 

“But it is hard a little bit to just say it’s three games and move on. We 
want to get a win and get that column going a little bit more now.” 

That’s going to depend much on how Suzuki and Caufield respond to this 
early adversity. 

The expectations for both players are sky-high, but the pressure is no 
bigger than what they put on themselves. 

When we asked Caufield at the start of training camp about former USA 
teammate Trevor Zegras suggesting he’d score 40 goals over this rookie 
season, he did the opposite of cowering away from it. 

“I love that,” the 20-year-old said. “I think Trevor’s the only one who said 
it. I don’t know how many people agreed with it, but I’m on Trevor’s side.” 

When we asked Suzuki after Saturday’s game why he and Caufield 
weren’t producing as expected, he pointed inward. 

“I think when we forecheck well and turn pucks over and strike quick, 
that’s when we’re at our best. And some of the times I’ve felt that I could 
make a play, I’ve missed it,” Suzuki said. “I missed Cole in the slot on the 
one time from behind the net. And then last game, there’s plays that I 
need to be making. It just hasn’t happened…” 

You know it will for both players soon enough. 

And you know it’s going to come for them if they zone out a bit from the 
big picture and get focused on the finer details. 

“I’ll take some time to sit down with those two guys,” said Ducharme. “At 
the same time, it’s easy to say, ‘Control what you can control.’ Still, when 
you get that puck and that chance to shoot, it’s in the back of your mind, 
it’s that feeling, it’s that confidence part. 

“But you can get one off your shinpad and you go on a roll. If you don’t 
go there, you won’t get those kinds of chances, so it’s just simplifying 
things and going back at it.” 

That’s the process this entire Canadiens team needs to get to 
immediately to halt this skid. 

Cedric Paquette acknowledged they overpassed at times in Saturday’s 
game, Drouin said they had too many one-and-done opportunities and 
not enough players going to the net, and Ducharme said they want to 
take a maximum of three penalties per game and not four in one period 
like they did in the second. 

Nowhere is a return to basics more necessary than on the power play. 

“Everyone gets frustrated when we’re not scoring on the power play,” 
said Suzuki. “Hurts kind of the whole team and takes away momentum 
for us. We have to do a better job. I thought we broke the puck in a lot 
better than we have, had some good looks, but just haven’t found a way 
to get it in the net, and that’s the most important part.” 

It can be seen as the difference between an 0-3 record and a 2-1 record. 

The Canadiens have essentially lost two of three games 2-1—Kevin 
Rooney made it 3-1 by scoring into an empty net with 10 seconds to go 
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in Saturday’s game—and not capitalizing on their chances is the biggest 
reason why. 

That needs to change on Tuesday, when the San Jose Sharks visit the 
Bell Centre. Anything would be better than zero. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Too early to panic about Maple Leafs goalie 
situation? 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxOctober 16, 2021, 10:20 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. New rule: If you score the OT 
winner at home, you must immediately toss your stick to the fans. 

1. When your greatest spend in free agency is $11.4 million for a tandem 
goaltender with an injury history, seeing him hobble down the hallway 
midway through his debut is about as crummy as it gets. 

“It sucks to see him come out of the game,” Jason Spezza said of Petr 
Mrazek Thursday night in Ottawa. 

We’re guessing GM Kyle Dubas and coach Sheldon Keefe used more 
colourful language after watching their Frederik Andersen replacement 
sidelined by a groin injury only 40 minutes into his Leafs career. 

Or when realizing they'd need to recruit a University of Toronto student 
as backup for Saturday's rematch. 

The good news is that (a) third-stringer Michael Hutchinson slipped 
through waivers unclaimed toward the end of training camp, so Toronto 
has an NHL-experienced backup for Monday. And (b) starter Jack 
Campbell has been excellent through 80 minutes this season, posting a 
.976 save percentage. 

Campbell is 29 and coming back from a groin injury of his own. He notes 
that the save on which Mrazek strained himself looked similar to the play 
that harmed him in Calgary back in February and forced him to miss a 
month’s worth of action. 

At the NHL level, Campbell has never played more than the 39 games he 
did last season (playoffs included), and that was pushing it. He needed to 
rest some practice days and push through pain at various times. 

Selecting the proper 1B for Campbell was “a big priority,” Dubas said, in 
advance of July 28’s goalie carousel. 

“We can talk about all of the other parts of our roster all we want, but if 
we don’t properly supplement our goaltending and provide a partner for 
Jack who can challenge him and support each other, I think we will be 
putting ourselves in a tougher position,” Dubas said. “Really, that is the 
key.” 

The key unlocked Mrazek, a fine goaltender when healthy and one who 
fit Dubas’s restricted price range. 

This is the third lower-body injury Mrazek has suffered since April 2019. 
Last season he broke a thumb. The season before that, he suffered a 
neck injury. 

He's a Leaf for two seasons beyond this one. 

For the foreseeable future, Campbell must shoulder the load essentially 
by his lonesome, with Hutchinson chipping in on back-to-backs. 

“It was too bad. You never want to see that for anybody. I went through it 
last year. And he really battled for us in that second period,” Campbell 
said. 

“I wish him well. I'm sure he'll get healthy quick, and he'll be stronger than 
ever.” 

We’re not so certain that’s how groin injuries work. 

Campbell, God bless him, is keeping his head high and saying all 
encouraging things. Because the alternative, to borrow Spezza's word, 
sucks. 

More from Sportsnet 

22 people who will define the 2021-22 NHL season 

Luke Fox 

Sluggish and sloppy, Maple Leafs can't overcome energized Senators on 
Tkachuk Day 

Luke Fox 

2. Chances are you gathered the impression that the Maple Leafs’ 
decision-makers were ready to turn the page on the Frederik Andersen 
era from binging All or Nothing. 

In case you didn’t, Keefe’s response when we asked him to assess 
assistant Dean Chenoweth’s new-look penalty kill drove the point home. 

This was not a goalie query, but he took it there. 

"Our penalty kill has terrific potential here," Keefe began. 

"I think our [24th-ranked] penalty kill was probably underrated last season 
with some of the results. If you just look at the games that Jack Campbell 
played, I think we were up around 90 per cent on the penalty kill, which 
would have been the No. 1 penalty kill in the NHL over the course of the 
season." 

Campbell posted an impressive .913 save percentage shorthanded in 
202-21 and has yet to surrender a shorty this fall. 

Andersen (.791 in 24 games), Michael Hutchinson (.889 in eight games) 
and David Rittich (.750 in four games) fared less than optimal in 4-on-5 
situations. 

The coach noticed. 

3. How ’bout some divisional playoff team predictions? 

Atlantic: Lightning, Maple Leafs, Bruins, Panthers 

Metropolitan: Hurricanes, Islanders, Rangers, Capitals 

Central: Avalanche, Jets, Wild, Stars, Blues 

Pacific: Golden Knights, Oilers, Kings 

4. Seven fast thoughts on pending RFA Charlie McAvoy’s massive eight-
year, $76-million contract extension: 

• Boston has prided itself on stars taking a little less for the greater good. 
The Bruins’ highest current cap hit is captain Patrice Bergeron at $6.875 
million. How will McAvoy’s contract affect one of the NHL’s smartest 
internal cap structures? 

• If U.S. interest in hockey takes off with the ESPN and TNT investment 
(more on that below) and the cap ceiling rebounds, $9.5 million a year for 
a No. 1 defenceman could well be a steal in the latter half of McAvoy’s 
deal. 

• I guess we know why Don Sweeney was so noncommittal to Torey 
Krug when his free agency arrived in 2020. GMs can only bet big on a 
few players, and youth is now king. 

• In 2022-23, when McAvoy’s raise kicks in, he’ll tie Seth Jones as the 
fourth-highest cap hit of all defencemen. Six of the top 10 highest-paid D-
men, by AAV, will all be under 30. 

• McAvoy will be only 33 when this whopper expires — young enough to 
get paid huge once more. 
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• I wonder if Mattias Ekholm, who reupped for four years at $6.25 million 
Wednesday, wishes he’d waited two more days before filing his 
paperwork. 

• Norris champ Adam Fox (RFA 2022) may or may not have sent McAvoy 
a fruit basket. 

5. So many individual feel-good goal stories on the various opening 
nights. 

Jonathan Drouin scoring a beauty after missing out on the Canadiens’ 
entire playoff run. Veteran Brian Boyle earning his contract the hard way 
with the Penguins, then scoring in his first period back. Tyler Ennis going 
from PTO to difference-maker in Ottawa. The Columbus Blue Jackets 
exploding for eight as they honoured No. 80. 

I particularly love the surreal story of 19-year-old rookie Hendrix Lapierre, 
who got to suit up alongside childhood idol Alexander Ovechkin. 

The boy from Gatineau, Que., sported an Ovie sweater when he 
attended his first NHL game and cheered on his favourite player when 
the Capitals visited the Senators. 

Now Lapierre and his hero are out there scoring highlight-reel goals in 
the same opener. 

"It was just so fun,” Lapierre said after his dream-come-true debut. 

“The crowd was incredible. For a first game, I don't think I could have 
asked for a better one." 

6. Don’t underestimate the ability to make fun of yourself, kids: 

7. Longtime readers of this space know I’m a huge proponent of the 
personalized goal song. The Tampa Bay Lightning have played in this 
space for a while now, with Steven “Stammer” Stamkos (MC Hammer’s 
“U Can’t Touch This”) and Tyler Johnson (Chuck Berry’s “Johnny B. 
Goode”). 

The Vancouver Canucks went full walk-up song in 2017, handing their 
whole roster quarters for the jukebox. 

So, as much as I loved the Buffalo Sabres’ using DJ Kool’s party anthem, 
“Let Me Clear My Throat,” for their goal celebrations, I like their fresh 
approach for 2021-22 even more. 

A fun list, and a smart marketing move to have the playlist sponsored 
and pumped onto Spotify. 

So what if he’s a defenceman and he’s injured? For Hov’s sake, here’s 
hoping Henri Jokiharju pots 50 this winter. 

8. Father Time watches us all. Never thought such a day would arrive, 
but I was able to draft both Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin to my 12-
team fantasy squad. 

What’s more, neither went in the first round. 

9. Morgan Rielly raised an interesting (and wholesome) point this week 
as fans finally refilled the barns. 

“Guys have their parents in town for the first time in a long time,” Rielly 
said. “It's an aspect of this whole thing that's underrated. Lots of people 
get to enjoy that, and to have that element back in our lives is cool, a lot 
of fun, and we’re extremely lucky to be here. And we want to do our best 
to keep it this way.” 

Teammate and Scarborough native Michael Bunting says his whole 
family, his girlfriend and a bunch of friends all masked up for his Leafs 
debut. 

“Honestly, people that I grew up playing with or playing against, they 
texted me after the game, saying that they were there — and I had no 
idea,” Bunting said. 

“Knowing that I’m playing for the city I grew up in, playing for my friends, 
my family and everybody that loves the Leafs, it's a cool experience. It 
definitely gives me energy going into each game.” 

Thursday night in Ottawa, we walked by the players’ family room, and it 
was bubbling with kids running around in Daddy’s jersey and wives and 
girlfriends mingling. 

An aspect of game night we don’t always consider. 

10. If Keefe had his druthers, we’re betting centre Adam Brooks would 
still be a Leaf, not a Montreal Canadien. GM Kyle Dubas waived Brooks 
in favour of the more experienced Mike Amadio, a Sault Ste. Marie 
native. 

"It was a tough decision and one that I, frankly, was not overly involved 
in," Keefe revealed. "It is a management decision for them to sort 
through. As a coaching staff, we believed in both players. We have more 
history with Adam, obviously. He was a big part of our team last season 
down the stretch. He came in, played an important role for us and did 
extremely well.” 

Keefe and Brooks hoisted a Calder Cup together in 2018. The 25-year-
old was hoping to clear. Keefe spoke to Brooks before he departed for 
his chance in Montreal — which might come sooner than later with the 
Habs going 0-2 — and is happy that he’ll get an opportunity to stick. 

Amadio reminds that a strong pre-season does not always signal a hot 
regular-season. Despite starting 57 per cent of his shifts in the O-zone, 
66 per cent of shot attempts are getting thrown at Leafs goalies when 
he’s on the ice. Through two games, Amadio has zero shots, one hit, two 
giveaways, and is averaging less than nine minutes per game. 

“If the [Ilya] Mikheyev injury didn't happen, [the lineup] might look a little 
different,” Keefe said, “but these opportunities come about, and I know 
he is excited for it." 

Despite Amadio’s eagerness to show well, the trust simply isn’t there yet. 

Neither is the chemistry on the Leafs’ last-minute fourth line. 

Outside of Jason Spezza’s excellent contributions in the power-play and 
leadership departments, the impact of Spezza-Amadio-Wayne 
Simmonds has been minimal. 

“They have to be a lot more responsible with the puck. Put it to good 
spots. Play to their strengths. Allow themselves to play in the offensive 
zone; I thought they forced the puck far too much [Wednesday]. And as a 
result, they're not spending nearly as much time in the offensive zone,” 
Keefe said. 

“Then you start to play a little bit less. So that's a big part of it. We're 
gonna need them to be better.” 

How many mediocre shifts until a guy like Kirill Semyonov gets a peek? 

11. Brilliant decision by TNT producers, breaking the ice with analyst 
Gretzky by inviting his pal Charles Barkley into studio for the premiere 
broadcast. Kept things light, fun, and accessible. The last thing you want 
to do is alienate casual hockey fans off the top. 

(I also loved that Pekka Rinne donated some of his old gear for the 
shootout bit. As if we needed another reason to love the Finns.) 

The early returns on both new U.S. broadcast partners are fantastic. 

ESPN’s broadcast of Penguins-Lightning and Kraken-Knights Tuesday 
was the most-watched season-opening double-header ever. Ratings 
were up 54 per cent over 2019’s opener and 19 per cent over 2020’s. 
With more than a million tuning in for the Kraken’s debut, the late game 
became the second-most-watched regular-season NHL game in history 
with a start time of 6 p.m. PT or later. 

TNT’s Wednesday debut with Rangers-Capitals was the most-watched 
NHL game ever aired on the second night of a U.S. national broadcast. 
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Its 817,000 average viewers marked a 139 per cent jump from the same 
window last season. 

12. Athletes in television commercials run the risk of coming off wooden 
or corny. But I got a kick out of this Ovechkin spot. 
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TSN.CA / Campbell ready for higher workload with Mrazek sidelined 

 

Mark Masters 

 

has stopped 41 of 42 shots through four periods of action this season.  

"He looks great," said forward Alex Kerfoot. "He looks like he's out here 
to prove he can do it for a full 82 games. We have a lot of confidence in 
him." 

Campbell has never made more than 26 starts in an NHL year, but 
adapted well to a heavier workload last season when  

 was sidelined with a knee injury. Campbell finished with a 17-3-2 record 
and .921 save percentage.  

"He hasn't changed anything," observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "The 
expectations have grown a little bit. For the first time he's the No. 1 guy to 
start the first game of season, all those kind of things. As your role 
evolves sometimes players can get caught up  in that and they change 
who they are and what they do. He's remained consistent in his habits, 
his preparation, his personality, all of those things have just been the 
same." 

Campbell stopped all 10 shots faced in the third period on Thursday in 
Ottawa. He was forced into the game after 

sustained a groin injury.  

"He's not available today," said Keefe. "He's still being assessed in terms 
of just how long he's going to be out. At this point, it's not looking like it's 
going to be long term in the sense of LTIR and that kind of stuff. They're 
just going through that process, but they haven't fully assessed him here 
yet." 

If Mrazek was placed on long term injured reserve that would mean he 
would be unavailable for at least 24 days and 10 games.  

Asked if his mindset changes with Mrazek out, Campbell offered a one-
word answer on Thursday night.  

"No," the 29-year-old said succinctly.  

'He's out to prove he can do it for 82 games’: Leafs love Campbell's start 

The Maple Leafs are liking what they're seeing from Jack Campbell so far 
this season and the injury to Petr Mrazek means he'll be relied on heavily 
over their next stretch of games. 

--- 

will not play on Saturday due to illness. Keefe said the defenceman was 
dealing with "cold symptoms" and the team was still awaiting the results 
of his polymerase chain reaction (PCR) COVID test. 

In Holl's absence, 22-year-old 

draws in making his season debut.  

"He's a skilled guy," said defenceman 

. "His composure with the puck is something I've noticed and the plays 
he can make under pressure. He's one of those guys who can see the 
first pass easy." 

Liljegren, a righty, will take Holl's spot on the right side of the second 
pairing with 

. , a lefty playing the right side, will remain on the third pair with 

.  

"Just for familiarity," Keefe explained. "Just not trying to disrupt too many 
things. Lily, obviously, spent a great deal of time with Muzz in camp and 
we liked those guys together so that's what we'll go with to start tonight." 

Liljegren skated with Muzzin during the first week of training camp.  

Leafs Ice Chips: With Holl out, Liljegren debuts in top four 

Justin Holl will not dress tonight as he deals with an illness, which means 
Timothy Liljegren will make his season debut on the Leafs blueline. Mark 
Masters has more on Toronto's lineup as they look to exact some 
revenge on Ottawa. 

--- 

(left wrist) did a skills session on Saturday morning and also joined the 
team for the main skate. It remains unclear when he'll be available to 
return to the lineup.  

"He's feeling good and he's progressing," said Keefe. "In terms of his 
schedule and all that, there's no set date here. It's just a matter of him 
continuing to progress. But, I know when I talked to him today it was very 
positive. It's been positive throughout, but even more so. So, I would say 
it's progressing well." 

The Leafs host the New York Rangers on Monday and the San Jose 
Sharks on Friday before travelling to Pittsburgh for a game next 
Saturday.  

Matthews making progress, but 'no set date' for return to Leafs lineup 

Auston Matthews skated again on Saturday morning with the Maple 
Leafs, but Sheldon Keefe wouldn't provide much of an update, other than 
he continues to progress. 

--- 

With Mrazek, Matthews and Holl all sidelined on Saturday, but not on 
LTIR, the cap-strapped Leafs don't have enough space to recall a 
goaltender. As a result, Alex Bishop, a 24-year-old from Richmond Hill, 
Ont., has been signed to an amateur tryout and will dress as the back-up 
goalie.  

"To be honest, I haven't even spoken to him yet," Kerfoot said with a 
smile. "I just saw him on the ice. I didn't score any on him so he looked 
pretty good." 

Bishop currently plays at the University of Toronto where he's a 
commerce major. He hasn't played for the Varsity Blues since the 
pandemic began, but has three years of Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League experience under his belt (2014-17).  

"The flat cap has created some situations here that are a lot more difficult 
to manage even then they were a year ago when they had the taxi squad 
and a third goalie and all that kind of stuff," Keefe said. 

The Leafs will be able to recall 

on an emergency basis once they get through Saturday's game.  

TSN's Kristen Shilton has more on Toronto's cap gymnastics here.  

Cap crunch means U of T goalie dresses for Leafs tonight 

Sheldon Keefe explains why the hard cap had a lot to do with the team's 
decision to sign U of T goalie Alex Bishop to an amateur tryout so he 
could backup Jack Campbell tonight against the Senators. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2021 

 

--- 

Kerfoot was among Toronto's stand-out players in the series against 
Montreal in May. He produced a goal and five assists while playing 
alongside 

.  

Through two games this season, though, Kerfoot hasn't registered a point 
or even a shot on net.  

"We can do better," Kerfoot said of his line which includes Nylander and 

. "We got to play more in the offensive zone, kind of get more stuff going 
to the net. We haven't really generated a ton offensively. We're looking to 
do that more tonight." 

Bunting picked up a power-play assist on Wednesday and has drawn a 
penalty in both games so far.  

"He's just one of those guys who plays a really competitive game and 
he's hard on pucks, hard around the net," said Kerfoot. "He's always 
around the net so guys are always trying to move him out of their way 
and he doesn't like that so then he kind of gets into it with guys. He's a 
great guy to have on your line and a great guy to have on your team. He 
ends up drawing a lot of penalties for the group." 

Nylander scored Toronto's only even-strength goal so far, assisted by 
Mitch Marner during a line change on Wednesday, and looks like he's 
picking up where he left off last season.  

So, when Keefe was asked about the Kerfoot line this morning, the coach 
focused his answer on the centre.  

"He hasn't played, to me, to the level that he had in the playoffs," Keefe 
said. "He and Willy together on that line, when John [Tavares] went 
down, they were tremendous for us and they had great chemistry. 
Specific to Alex, he played with lots of confidence. He wanted the puck. 
He was looking to make plays. He was flying through the neutral zone. 
We haven't seen that here quite yet so it's about him finding his groove 
and finding his confidence and getting back to doing that. I want him to 
clear his head and get back to being the player he can be."  

Keefe looking for more from Kerfoot, Ritchie 

Alex Kerfoot knows he can be better after his start to the season and 
believes their line needs to generate more in the offensive zone. Sheldon 
Keefe also explains why he's looking for more from Kerfoot and Nick 
Ritchie. 

--- 

Newcomer  

is also still looking to get going. Keefe pulled the left winger from 
Orangeville, Ont. aside at the end of Saturday's skate.  

"He's got to focus on doing the things he can do in terms of using his 
physicality, getting on the puck and forechecking," Keefe said. "There 
were some things defensively that we didn't like the other night that we 
spoke to him and the team about this morning."  

Ritchie scored in Toronto's last two pre-season games and appeared to 
be generating good chemistry with Marner. 

"He played really well in the pre-season and that gave us some 
confidence," Keefe said. "It hasn't gone as well in these first couple, but 
we got good confidence that he'll bounce back from that and find his way 
here. I had a really good talk with him this morning. He's confident and 
knows where he's got to get better."  

--- 

The Leafs were fuming about a few controversial calls during Thursday's 
loss to the Senators. Tavares was whistled for hooking in the final 
minute, which put the comeback quest on ice.  

"Brutal," the usually mild-mannered Leafs captain said post-game. "I 
mean, I lifted the stick." 

"We have seen the memos on the [crackdown on] cross-checks and the 
guys are well aware of that," Keefe said in Ottawa. "They are adjusting to 
that, but I haven't seen the memos on not being able to lift guys' sticks. 
That is new. I don't think that is going to be the standard going forward, 
but it is early in the season for everybody." 

And while there was a lot of angst on Thursday, 

believes the Leafs have taken some important steps in the referee 
relations department.  

"We matured a lot in that area last year," the 38-year-old noted. "We've 
gained a lot more respect from the refs and you just work with them ... 
We've matured a lot in that area and we're going to continue maturing. 
We respect the refs. It's a tough job to do and sometimes you disagree 
with calls."    

The Leafs are doing a better job handling the fallout from questionable 
calls.  

"It's working with them after," Spezza explained. "In the heat of the battle, 
we're all guilty of yelling and sometimes the refs yell back and it's part of 
the game. It's actually a great part of the ref-player relationship that goes 
on in hockey, but then you work with them after, you talk to them. They're 
good guys who are trying to do their job."  

Tavares, Leafs frustrated by 'brutal' hooking call: 'I lifted the stick' 

Toronto's comeback attempt in Ottawa was derailed by a controversial 
hooking call on John Tavares. "Brutal," the Leafs captain stated flatly. "I 
mean, I lifted the guy's stick." Sheldon Keefe was fuming. "I haven’t seen 
the memos on not being able to lift sticks," the Leafs coach said. "That is 
new. I don't think that is going to be the standard going forward, but it is 
early in the season for everybody." 

---- 

Lines at Leafs skate:  

F 

Ritchie - Tavares - Marner  

Bunting - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Spezza - Amadio - Simmonds 

Matthews  

D 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Liljegren  

Sandin - Dermott  

G 

Campbell  

Bishop  

Absent: Holl (illness), Mrazek (groin) 

Power-play units at Leafs skate:  

PP1 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Spezza, Nylander  

Middle: Marner  

Net front: Tavares  
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PP2 

QB: Sandin 

Flanks: Engvall, Kase 

Middle: Bunting  

Net front: Ritchie 
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TSN.CA / Cap crunch forces Leafs to get creative ahead of Sens 
showdown 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — The Maple Leafs’ infirmary gained two more members this 
week. And their limited salary cap space can’t keep up. 

Goaltender 

(groin) and defenceman (illness) are both unavailable for Toronto’s tilt 
against Ottawa on Saturday, and the Leafs’ are so close to the flat $81.5 
million salary cap ceiling they can’t afford to recall another player. 
Instead, Toronto signed University of Toronto netminder Alex Bishop to a 
one-day amateur tryout, so he can back-up for and keep Toronto cap 
compliant.  

If it weren’t for Holl being sick, the Leafs could have sent defenceman 

to the American Hockey League's Toronto Marlies and brought up 

. But ultimately Toronto would rather have 18 skaters in the lineup than 
worry about who’s sitting on the bench.  

“Whether you're a coach or a player, you don't give much thought to the 
backup goaltender,” said coach Sheldon Keefe following Toronto’s 
morning skate on Saturday. “It has nothing to do with what we're trying to 
do here tonight. A lot of [these] things aren't my department but really it 
just comes down to the fact that this flat cap has created some situations 
that are a lot more difficult to manage than they were a year ago.” 

Last season, NHL clubs were allowed to carry a four-to-six-player taxi 
squad that had to include at least one goaltender. Teams could bring 
those individuals in and out of the lineup when needed, without having 
them count against the cap.  

No such provisions exist now; Toronto has simply had to get creative. 
Per the NHL’s current regulations, by signing Bishop to the one-day 
contract, the Leafs are effectively going to be short one player on 
Saturday. That will allow them to recall Hutchinson (presumably) on an 
emergency basis come Sunday, so he can play behind Campbell without 
any additional cap hit.  

The Leafs are still hoping to have Mrazek back quickly. He made his first 
start of the season in Ottawa on Thursday and injured his groin as the 
second period buzzer blew. Campbell came in to finish what was a 3-2 
loss for Toronto, but Mrazek may have dodged a bullet with the severity 
of his injury. 

“He's still being assessed in terms of just how long he's going to be out, 
but it's not looking like it's going to be long-term,” said Keefe, adding the 
Leafs aren’t expecting to need Long-Term Injured Reserve for Mrazek. 

As for Holl, he’s been presenting cold-like symptoms and hadn’t received 
his COVID-19 PCR test results prior to the morning skate. Whether Holl 
tests positive for the virus or not, he wouldn’t be well enough to play on 
Saturday.  

That opens the door for Liljeregn to make his season debut, on the Leafs’ 
second pairing with 

. The 22-year-old has appeared in 13 NHL games since 2019-20, and 
Keefe believes he’ll translate a strong performance through training camp 
and preseason into Saturday’s game. 

“I know he's excited,” Keefe said. “He’s played well, and he'll go right in 
and do a job for us. He has done that before; it's not new to him, in the 
sense of when he's come up and played in times when we needed him 
and he's done a good job, so we expect more of that.” 

Keefe had Liljegren playing with Muzzin during exhibition, and felt it was 
better to keep them as a unit rather than disrupting his third pair of 

and 

.  

While Liljegren is undoubtedly looking forward to getting in some game 
action, it’s unlikely (although not impossible) that Bishop will earn an NHL 
stat line.  

And he won't be the first U of T goaltender the Leafs have tapped in this 
position, either. Back in October 2013, an injury to 

forced Toronto to sign Varsity Blues’ netminder Brett Willows to a one-
day amateur contract as backup to 

In that instance, Reimer was hurt mid-game and the NHL didn’t have an 
emergency goaltender in every building on standby like they do now. 
Willows got the call from a coach to grab his gear and head to Air 
Canada Centre, where he suited up to watch the third period from the 
dressing room.  

Bishop had a little more notice about what was coming. And he even 
managed to impress a few teammates at morning skate, despite not 
playing a game since Feb. 16, 2020 due to the pandemic. Prior to that, 
Bishop put together a 20-6-0 record in 2019-20, with a .922 save 
percentage and 2.40 goals-against average.  

“I haven't spoken to him yet; I just saw him on the ice,” said Alex Kerfoot. 
“But I didn't score any on him, so he looked pretty good. It's a quick 
turnaround, he's in here right away and getting going. It's an unfortunate 
situation [with the injuries] but it's a good opportunity for him.” 

In other injury news, 

(wrist) took part in both a pre-morning skate skills session and the skate 
itself. Matthews will miss his third straight game on Saturday while still 
recovering from off-season surgery, but according to Keefe, all signs 
point to Matthews getting back sooner than later.  

Given the Leafs are 1-1-0 to start the season and have scored one only 
5-on-5 goal thus far, getting a healthy Matthews involved will be a much-
needed boost.  

“He's feeling good, he's progressing,” Keefe said of Matthews. “In terms 
of his schedule [to return] and all that, there is no set date. My talk with 
him today was very positive. It's been positive throughout, but I'd see 
even more so, he seems to be progressing well.” 
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