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How Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi is approaching a return to Montreal 

By Chip Alexander 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi lingered on the ice Tuesday after 
practice, taking a few extra shots with Andrei Svechnikov 
and Martin Necas, the three young forwards laughing it up. 

In what has been a stressful 2021, Kotkaniemi appears to 
have found some peace with the Carolina Hurricanes. A new 
season has begun, Kotkaniemi has new teammates and a 
different setting, and it’s all about winning hockey games. 

“He’s a good guy. Everyone likes him,” Canes center 
Sebastian Aho told reporters Monday. “He smiles a lot, 
positive guy. He’s a good fit.” 

There is one stressful bit of hockey business remaining for 
Kotkaniemi: his return to Montreal on Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi, 21, was drafted by the Montreal Canadiens in 
2018, taken with the No. 3 overall pick, one spot behind 
Svechnikov. Jumping into the lineup, he played three years 
with the Canadiens, which had one of the NHL’s best feel-
good stories last season when they reached the Stanley Cup 
finals against Tampa Bay. 

But if it was a great season for the Habs, it was a challenging 
one for Kotkaniemi. 

On the hockey side, he was a “healthy scratch” at times 
during the playoffs, a disappointment for Kotkaniemi. A 
restricted free agent after the season, he entered protracted 
contract negotiations with the Canadiens until the Hurricanes 
put an end to it — with an offer sheet. 

Carolina offered a one-year, $6.1 million contract Aug. 28, 
and Kotkaniemi signed the offer sheet. That left the decision 
up to the Habs, which decided not to match it, allowed 
Kotkaniemi to leave and accepted the Canes’ compensation 
of first- and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL Draft. 

Kotkaniemi, in a media call Tuesday, said there were no hard 
feelings about how the Canadiens handled the situation or 
his departure, saying he only has “real good memories” 
about his time in Montreal. As for returning to the Bell Centre 
this week, he said he expected it to be a fun experience. 

“Really a blast,” he said. 

For Kotkaniemi, there was more to worry him and his family 
earlier this year. His father, Mikael, underwent surgery in 
Finland for cancer. 

Mikael Kotkaniemi is the under-20 coach for the Lukko 
hockey team in Rauma, Finland. The team announced in 
March that Kotkaniemi, 52, would be out indefinitely. 

“Anything that guys have related to their family stuff is always 
going to weigh on you,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Monday. 

Kotkaniemi said Tuesday that his father’s condition has 
improved and he might be able to return to coaching. 

“He’s home, he’s progressing, he’s doing really good,” he 
said in a media session at Wake Competition Center. “That’s 
good to hear. I’ve been chatting with him every day, just 
making sure everything’s good over there. Everything’s going 
well so far and that’s good to hear.” 

Kotkaniemi was on Aho’s line for the season opener 
Thursday against the New York Islanders, playing left wing 
with Necas on the right side as the Canes won 6-3. He was a 
part of the Canes’ first postgame Storm Surge celebration, 
enjoying himself. 

Brind’Amour stuck with the same lineup and line 
combinations for Saturday’s road game against the Nashville 
Predators. But he made changes during the game, moving 
Kotkaniemi off the Aho line to Derek Stepan’s line in the third 
period. Kotkaniemi had four shifts in the third in the Canes’ 3-
2 win. 

Kotkaniemi is without a point after the first two games, with 
three shots on goal, and averaging about 12 minutes in ice 
time. 

Brind’Amour had Kotkaniemi on a line with Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen in Monday’s practice, although that could change 
before Thursday. But playing the three Finns together could 
make things less stressful for Kotkaniemi going into the Bell 
Centre. 

“It’s still a new system,” Aho said. “He used to be a center 
and now he’s a winger. I know it can take a little time to 
(learn) the little details. Everyone knows he can play hockey 
and make some plays. But there are those little details in our 
system and in the way we want to play. 

“It’s going to take a few more games and then he doesn’t 
have to think out there. Just react and play the way he can.” 

Brind’Amour had a memorable first game back in 
Philadelphia after the Flyers traded him to Carolina in 
January 2000. He was in his ninth season with the Flyers 
when he was uprooted and found himself in a new city with a 
new team, and the first return to Philly was emotional. 

“Much different circumstances,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
remember it was not easy. I was much older, too. 

“I can imagine it’s going to be tough (for Kotkaniemi) but 
that’s part of the business here. You get that one out of the 
way and as time goes on it kind of dies down.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Montreal Canadiens 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Bell Centre, Montreal. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC 99.9 FM.
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Hurricanes’ Kotkaniemi ready for return to Montreal 

The 21-year-old will play his first game against the 
Canadiens on Thursday at Bell Centre 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said he didn’t 
have any butterflies before he played his first game in 
Montreal after signing an offer sheet with the Canadiens the 
previous summer in 2019. 

He called it just “another game.” 

Thursday’s visit to the Bell Centre won’t be just another road 
trip for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

“It’s probably a little different for him because I never played 
for them,” Aho said. 

Kotkaniemi is the first player since Dustin Penner, who 
jumped from the Stanley Cup-winning Ducks to the Oilers 
back in the summer of 2007, to move to a new team via an 
offer sheet. Drafted third overall by Montreal in 2018 — one 
spot behind new teammate Andrei Svechnikov — Kotkaniemi 
failed to convince the Canadiens he was a second-line 
center in three seasons wearing the bleu, blanc et rouge. 

The one-year, $6.1 million contract Kotkaniemi signed with 
Carolina left the cap-strapped Habs with a decision: give up 
on a player they started in the NHL as an 18-year-old or cut 
their losses on a player the team scratched for the last two 
games of the Stanley Cup Final against eventual champion 
Tampa Bay. 

So Kotkaniemi is in Raleigh, skating on a new line in practice 
with fellow Finns Aho and Teuvo Teravainen ahead of his 
return to face the most storied franchise in NHL history as an 
opponent. When he steps on the ice at Bell Centre, it will be 
as a left wing playing for a nontraditional market that many in 
the Montreal media still believe should be relocated and 
become the reincarnated Nordiques. 

“That’s one game on the schedule I looked out for,” 
Kotkaniemi said Tuesday when meeting with the media over 
Zoom. “It will be fun there to see old teammates. I think it will 
be a blast, for sure.” 

It’s not a situation many players have experienced — and 
certainly not at 21 years old. 

“Obviously, much different circumstances,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said when comparing Kotkaniemi returning 
to play in Montreal with his first trip back to Philadelphia in 

late 2000 after being traded to Carolina. “I remember it was 
not easy. I was much older too, so I can imagine it’s gonna 
be tough. But that’s part of the business here, and you get 
that one out of the way and it kind of, as time goes on, it kind 
of dies down.” 

By the time he finally won in a game in Philadelphia as a 
member of the Hurricanes, Brind’Amour was Carolina’s 
captain. At the end of that 2005-06 season, he was lifting the 
Stanley Cup on home ice. 

While Brind’Amour is still beloved in the City of Brotherly 
Love, Kotkaniemi is sure to hear some jeers given his role in 
his departure from Montreal. 

“I mean, he signed up for it,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said Tuesday. “I think it’s gonna help him. Sometimes all of 
that stuff can kind of fuel you to have a good game, and I 
hope that’s the way he uses it. 

“This obviously doesn’t happen a whole lot in the league, so 
it’s a unique situation. But players play against their old team 
all the time, and I think he’s going to have a great game 
coming up.” 

Kotkaniemi seemed glad that his return was coming in just 
his third game with the Hurricanes. 

“I think it’s good — sooner or later, it would come onto the 
schedule,” he said. “Like I said, it’s probably good to get it 
out of the way early, get back there, see old teammates and 
fans. I think will be a good night.” 

In two games with the Hurricanes — both wins — Kotkaniemi 
has averaged just under 12 minutes of ice time and been 
held without a point. Aho said it’s understandable “KK,” as 
his teammates call him, is still adjusting to his new team. 

“It’s still a new system,” Aho said. “He used to be a center, 
now he’s a winger. I know it can take a little time to get just, 
you know, just the little details. 

“Deep down, everyone knows he can play hockey and make 
some plays, but just definitely details in our system and in 
the way we want to play. So it’s going to take, I don’t know, a 
few more games maybe, and then … he doesn’t have to 
think out there, just react and just play the way he can.” 

But before he can “just play,” Kotkaniemi will first face the 
media and fans in Montreal for the first time. 

“I think that’s part of the job.” 
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Hurricanes' Jesperi Kotkaniemi talks competing against his old team 

By Cory Dinkel 

Some players may dread playing their old teammates, but 
the Carolina Hurricanes' Jesperi Kotkaniem says of the 
experience: "It'll be fun." 

"That was one game of my schedule that I looked up for," 
said Kotkaniem. "Yeah, I think it'll be fun. I gave [Nick 
Suzuki] a little text. He responded in five days. So, uh, 
probably ask him about that a little bit." 

Last month, Kotkaniem signed a one-year contract with the 
Hurricanes, leaving his previous team The Montreal 
Canadiens after 3 seasons. 

"You know, I think everyone has their own opinion on that. I 
think I just did what was best for me at the moment. I feel 
everyone can do whatever they want," said Kotkaniem when 
asked what he thought Canadiens fans would think to see 
him in the Canes jersey. 

Kotkaniemi notched a goal and an assist is his first game 
with the Hurricanes, and he's hoping to continue to grow with 
his new team. 

"I feel I'm just part of this team right now. I belong here," said 
Kotkaniemi.

 

 

 

As Cliché As It Gets: Fast Start 

Canes winger catching attention with goals in both of his 
team's games thus far 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - As the Meatloaf hit goes, "Two out of three 
ain't bad." 

For Canes forward Jesper Fast, two goals on three shots to 
begin the campaign certainly isn't bad either. 

It's the first time that Fast has started any season in his now 
nine-year career with goals in consecutive games (h/t 
@CanesStats/Twitter). 

In fact, the next fastest he'd completed it was six games, in 
2019-20. The year before that, it took 28 games to reach a 
pair of goals. While the two goals in two games is a 
welcomed feat this season, Fast gave a laugh when asked 
about the prospect of maintaining that pace for all 82 games. 

"I don't think I should expect that at the end of the year, but 
of course it's fun to score some goals here early in the year 
and get the confidence going," he said. "The most important 
thing is to win games and we've gotten two out of two so far, 
so, good start." 

Fast's line, which includes Jordan Staal at center and Nino 
Niederreiter, was the lone trio that was untouched and did 
not include a rotating skater to begin the week's practices. 
The three, in total, have five points on the team's nine goals 

thus far this year and have provided a sense that the 
chemistry is well on its way to being built amongst one 
another. 

"We know what to expect from each other. It's easy for me 
because both are hard on the puck and strong," Fast 
continued. "They're making plays and I'm really enjoying 
playing with them." 

As swift as Fast is to provide the appreciation for his 
linemates, the same is felt in return, especially from captain 
Jordan Staal. 

"He's fun to play with," the locker room leader began. 
"Everyone knows he's a worker bee out there and he's going 
to show up every night. He's smart, he's quick - no pun 
intended - and he's a fun player that I enjoy playing with."  

The contributions from the line have obviously been 
welcomed, with Fast receiving a multitude of praise from 
Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour already. 

"He's been steady. You know what you're getting out of that 
guy and that's what you love about him, as a coach," the 
reigning Jack Adams award winner spoke of his #71. "His 
teammates love him because he plays the same way and 
he's gotten rewarded early in the year." 

As Fast himself insinuated, the production of a goal-per-
game won't be attainable and will likely subside sooner 
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rather than later. However, when the hot start simmers down, 
he's still a player who can chime in on any given night. 

"He gets overlooked because we have some bigger named 
players and rightfully so, they're getting our say in how we 

do, but you can't have success as a team without a guy like 
Jesper Fast," Brind'Amour continued. "He knows how to 
play, you can count on him at the end of the game and him 
chipping in with some of these goals, that's huge."

 

 

 

 

Kotkaniemi return with Hurricanes at Canadiens 'will be a blast' Thursday 

Forward signed with Carolina after Montreal failed to match 
one-year offer sheet 

By Tom Gulitti 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi has had the Carolina Hurricanes' game 
at the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; TSN2, 
RDS, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) circled on the calendar. 

It's a date the 21-year-old forward has been anticipating 
since the Canadiens announced Sept. 4 they would not 
match the one-year, $6,100,015 offer sheet the Hurricanes 
tendered to the restricted free agent Aug. 28.  

"For sure, that was one game on my schedule that I looked 
up," Kotkaniemi said Tuesday. "It will be fun there to see old 
teammates, some fans there. I think it will be a blast." 

He didn't have to wait long for his return to Montreal. It 
comes in Carolina's third game of the season following 
victories against the New York Islanders on Thursday and at 
the Nashville Predators on Saturday. 

Kotkaniemi said he's still adjusting to life in a new city and 
shifting from center to left wing. He has no points in his first 
two games with the Hurricanes but said he's enjoying the 
change so far. 

"It's been really great," he said. "It's a great spot. The guys 
are really great here. The whole team is working really hard, 
and you can see that on the ice. It's great to be part of that 
kind of team." 

Kotkaniemi scored 62 points (22 goals, 40 assists) in 171 
games and 12 points (nine goals, three assists) in 29 Stanley 
Cup Playoff games in three seasons for the Canadiens, who 
selected him with the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL Draft. He 
scored 20 points (five goals, 15 assists) in 56 games and 
eight points (five goals, three assists) in 19 playoff games 
during Montreal's run to the Stanley Cup Final last season. 

But after being a healthy scratch for the last two games of 
the Canadiens' five-game loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the best-of-7 Cup Final, Kotkaniemi became a restricted free 
agent and decided to accept Carolina's offer. He said that left 
him with "two good options," either the Canadiens would 

match the offer sheet and he'd continue to play for them, or 
he'd begin a new chapter with the Hurricanes. 

Montreal decided not to match and received a first-round 
pick and a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft from 
Carolina as compensation. 

"So I think it ended up pretty well," Kotkaniemi said. "I'm 
really happy here and it's been extremely fun here." 

That doesn't mean Kotkaniemi would have been unhappy 
remaining in Montreal, though. 

"I have really good memories from there," he said. "I'm so 
grateful that they drafted me and gave me a chance. It was a 
great spot to play for three years. Everyone knows they've 
got unbelievable fans, great teammates. I couldn't wish any 
better way to start my NHL career. It was great." 

Whether the Canadiens' fans will understand that or boo him 
when he returns Thursday is up to them.  

"I just did what was best for me at the moment," Kotkaniemi 
said. "So I feel everyone can do whatever they want." 

After reaching the Cup Final with Montreal last season, 
Kotkaniemi sees an opportunity to take another step with 
Carolina. Despite finishing first in the eight-team Discover 
Central Division, the Hurricanes retooled their supporting 
cast in hope of having better success in the playoffs after a 
five-game loss to the Lightning in the Stanley Cup Second 
Round. 

In addition to Kotkaniemi, Carolina added goalies Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, defensemen Ian Cole, Ethan 
Bear, Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith and forwards 
Derek Stepan and Josh Leivo. The past two days, 
Kotkaniemi has practiced on the top line with fellow Finland 
natives Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 

"I really like it here. They're a great team," Kotkaniemi said. 
"We don't really have one, two, three or fourth line. We've 
got just four really good lines. So even if you're just in the 
lineup, that's a really good thing. It's a really hard competition 
over here. Just you do your best every day and try to fit in." 
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Kotkamiemi can become a restricted free agent again after 
this season, but he said he hopes to remain with the 
Hurricanes long term. 

"I would definitely not mind that," he said. "Like I said, it's a 
really hard-working group here. It's really good here. 
Everyone wants to get forward and win the Stanley Cup. 
That's the main thing here, for sure."

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi primed for Montreal return 

MONTREAL (AP) — After signing a surprising offer sheet in 
restricted free agency with the Carolina Hurricanes in late 
August, Jesperi Kotkaniemi waited seven days to see if the 
Montreal Canadiens would match the one-year, $6.1 million 
deal. 

“That week went really fast,” Kotkaniemi recalled Tuesday. 
“Didn’t think about that too much, just try to live my normal 
life during that. Just enjoy the moment.” 

The Canadiens, of course, decided to walk away from the 
contract with Kotkaniemi despite selecting him third overall in 
the 2018 NHL draft. The 21-year-old Kotkaniemi and his 
Hurricanes will be in Montreal on Thursday night for a game 
that was circled the moment his move was made official. 

“That was one game on my schedule that I looked out for,” 
he said. “It’ll be fun to see old teammates, some fans there. It 
will be a blast.” 

There’s no debate that Kotkaniemi failed to live up to 
expectations with the Canadiens. He was demoted to the 
minors in the 2019-20 season and scored just five goals and 
20 points during the pandemic-truncated 2020-21 season. 

Kotkaniemi did score five times and added three assists in 
19 playoff games when the Canadiens made an improbable 
run to the Stanley Cup Final. But he was a healthy scratch to 
open the first round, and again in Games 4 and 5 of the 

championship series before Montreal bowed out to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“I have really good memories,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday 
when asked if there were any hard feelings in Montreal. 
“Grateful that they drafted me and gave me a chance. That 
was a great spot to play for three years. Everyone knows 
they’ve got unbelievable fans, great teammates — can’t wish 
for a better way to start my NHL career.” 

He was, however, critical on his way out the door about how 
his development was handled by a team desperate for help 
down the middle. Kotkaniemi was passed in the pecking 
order by center Nick Suzuki, who recently signed an eight-
year, $63 million extension.  

Kotkaniemi ended his career with the Canadiens with 22 
goals and 62 points in 171 regular-season games.  

The Hurricanes are trying to transform Kotkaniemi, who 
indicated he’s open to signing with Carolina long-term, into a 
winger on their top line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen.  

“Winger spot is still a little bit new to me,” said Kotkaniemi, 
who’s without a point through two games. “They’re helping 
me with that every day. Getting a lot of new tips and advice. 
I’m just part of this team ... I belong here.” 

Not that long ago, he no doubt felt the same about Montreal.

 

Montreal faces Carolina on 4-game skid 

Carolina Hurricanes (2-0-0, fourth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Montreal Canadiens (0-4-0, eighth in the Atlantic) 

Montreal; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Canadiens +103, 
Hurricanes -123; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Montreal looks to break its four-game skid 
when the Canadiens play Carolina. 

Montreal finished 24-21-11 overall with a 13-11-4 record at 
home in the 2020-21 season. The Canadiens scored 158 
total goals last season while averaging 2.8 per game. 

Carolina went 36-12-8 overall during the 2020-21 season 
while going 16-9-3 on the road. Goalies for the Hurricanes 
recorded six shutouts last season while compiling a .915 
save percentage. 

The matchup Thursday is the first meeting this season for 
the two teams. 

INJURIES: Canadiens: Jake Evans: day to day 
(undisclosed). 

Hurricanes: None listed.
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NHL Power Rankings: Wild take the early top spot as Sabres, Panthers and Penguins 
impress in first week 

The Penguins may be able to tread water without Crosby 
and Malkin after all 

By Austin Nivison  

Oct 18, 2021 at 1:04 pm ET 1 min read  

The NHL season is only a week old, and it is officially time to 
overreact. All measured analysis from the preseason is 
thrown out the window in the face of a two-game sample 
size. 

The Buffalo Sabres are undefeated and might be the best 
team in the NHL at the moment, and the New York Islanders 
are dead in the water after a winless start. In all seriousness, 
some teams did come out of the gates firing on all cylinders 
and others showed at least a little bit of cause for concern. 

After a somewhat surprising season last year, the Minnesota 
Wild picked up right where they left off, and the Florida 
Panthers are already racking up wins. On the other side of 
that coin, teams like the Chicago Blackhawks and Montreal 
Canadiens proved that they have some kinks to work out in 
this young season. Still, it's far too early to panic at this point. 

With so few games to work with, the power rankings can see 
some wild swings, but we're going to embrace some of the 
weirdness. Here are the full NHL power rankings after just 
one week of play.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Wild  

The Wild were a sneaky team 
last year, and they are off to a 
strong start this season. 
Minnesota has beaten two teams 
- the Kings and the Ducks - that 
failed to make the playoffs in 
2020-21, but the Wild played 
well in both games. It remains to 
be seen how long Minnesota will 
last at the top, but they earned it 
this week.  

7  
3-0-
0  

2  Avalanche  

The Avs opened their season by 
hammering the Blackhawks at 
home. In that game, they looked 
every bit like the Stanley Cup 
favorites everyone thought they 
were. However, goaltending 
failed them in a loss to the Blues. 
If there was one concern about 
this team in the preseason it was 
how well Darcy Kuemper would 

--  
1-2-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

hold up between the pipes for a 
full season.  

3  Panthers  

Sam Bennett has picked up 
where he left off after the trade 
deadline last season. He scored 
a hat trick in a convincing win 
over the New York Islanders. If 
Bennett's production at the end 
of last season turns out not to be 
a flash in the pan, then the 
Panthers are even more 
dangerous than anyone thought 
before the season.  

4  
3-0-
0  

4  Hurricanes  

If anyone was wondering 
whether Andrei Svechnikov was 
still good at the game of hockey, 
he is. The Canes forward has 
four points in two games, and 
the Hurricanes are off to a 2-0 
start as a result.  

5  
2-0-
0  

5  Lightning  

Tampa Bay just needed a hair of 
the dog because the Stanley 
Cup hangover looked 
unbearable when a depleted 
Penguins team ran the Bolts out 
of the building on opening night. 
Tampa Bay has since rebounded 
with a pair of wins, one of which 
was a wild shootout against the 
Red Wings.  

4  
2-2-
0  

6  
Maple 
Leafs  

In classic Toronto fashion, they 
dropped an early-season game 
against the Senators so that 
everyone could get their jokes 
out of the way. The good news 
for the Maple Leafs is that they 
got some immediate revenge 
against the Sens, and Auston 
Matthews will be making his 
2021-22 debut in the coming 
days.  

2  
2-1-
1  

7  Bruins  

After investing some decent 
money in former Buffalo Sabres 

1  
1-0-
0  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

goaltender Linus Ullmark, the 
Bruins decided to go with 
Jeremy Swayman in net for their 
season-opening game. 
Swayman rewarded them with a 
quality start and a win. It'll be 
interesting to see how Boston 
handles that tandem throughout 
the year.  

8  Penguins  

Even without Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin to start the 
season, the Penguins have been 
impressive. Pittsburgh went into 
Tampa Bay and spoiled a 
banner-raising ceremony, made 
mincemeat out of the 
Blackhawks, and took the 
Panthers to overtime. If the 
Penguins can sustain this level 
of play until Crosby returns, they 
should be just fine.  

4  
2-0-
2  

9  
Golden 
Knights  

The Golden Knights were the 
beneficiaries of a controversial 
call in their win over the Seattle 
Kraken, but that's about the only 
thing that has gone right for them 
so far. Max Pacioretty and Mark 
Stone are both battling injuries 
already, so Vegas will have to 
find some wins without them in 
the lineup.  

6  
1-1-
0  

10 Islanders  

The Islanders rewarded my faith 
in them by getting outscored 11-
4 in their first two games. Still, 
the Isles should be just fine. It's 
hard to imagine this being 
anything more than a team 
shaking the rust off at the start of 
the season against two strong 
opponents.  

5  
1-2-
0  

11 Oilers  

Through two games, Mike Smith 
seems to be on a mission to 
make fools out of many people, 
myself included. In the Oilers' 
two wins last week, Smith 
stopped 81 of the 85 shots he 
faced. As long as he can 
maintain a high level of play, the 
Oilers will be a very tough team 
to beat with Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisitl giving 
nightmares to opposing 
defenses.  

3  
3-0-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

12 Capitals  

Alex Ovechkin is 162 goals away 
from breaking Wayne Gretzky's 
all-time goals record, and he's 
on a mission to get that done this 
season apparently. Ovechkin 
has three goals through two 
games, and anyone thinking that 
the Russian sniper would finally 
start to slow down can probably 
forget it.  

1  
2-0-
1  

13 Rangers  

The Rangers made some 
offseason additions because 
they felt the need to address a 
lack of toughness and grit. That 
wasn't really on display in the 
team's 5-1 drubbing at the hands 
of the Capitals in the first game 
of the season. Perhaps this team 
need some time to gel under 
head coach Gerard Gallant.  

2  
2-1-
1  

14 Kraken  

Nothing says, "Welcome to the 
NHL," quite like losing on a 
blown call in your inaugural 
game. That's what happened to 
the Kraken, but they didn't have 
to wait long for their first win. 
Seattle went down to Nashville a 
couple of nights later and made 
history against the Predators, 
who probably won't appreciate 
being a trivia answer for the rest 
of time.  

4  
1-3-
1  

15 Blues  

The Blues have only played one 
game, but it was a road win over 
the Avalanche. At the very least, 
it's an encouraging start for a 
team that is hoping to bounce 
back and compete atop the 
Central division.  

1  
2-0-
0  

16 Stars  

Dallas just suffered back-to-back 
road losses to the Bruins and the 
Senators, and the offense has 
yet to get going. In fairness to 
the Stars they have already had 
to play three games in four days, 
for whatever reason.  

1  
2-2-
0  

17 Canucks  

Much like the Stars, the Canucks 
must have upset the schedule-
makers to play three games in 
four days right out of the gate. 
The latest of those games was a 
loss to the Red Wings, but 

4  
1-2-
1  
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newcomer Conor Garland 
already looks like he will be a 
reliable contributor.  

18 Flames  

Goaltender Jacob Markstrom is 
hoping for a bounce back 
campaign this season, but he got 
off to a shaky start in the team's 
first game. In Markstrom's 
defense, he faced the Oilers, 
and it's easy for any goalie to 
have a bad night against that a 
team with that kind of offensive 
firepower.  

--  
0-1-
1  

19 Jets  

Southern California was not kind 
to the Winnipeg. They suffered a 
pair of losses at the hands of the 
Ducks and the Kings. If there is 
any consolation for the Jets, it's 
that they played well against 
Anaheim, but John Gibson 
committed larceny and stole two 
points for the Ducks.  

2  
0-2-
1  

20 Flyers  

Carter Hart needed to build 
some confidence after a 
disastrous 2020-21 season, but 
that didn't exactly happen in the 
Flyers' home-opener. Some 
horrific bounces and a bad-angle 
goal painted an all too familiar 
picture for Hart and the fans in 
Philadelphia.  

--  
1-0-
1  

21 Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks had the distinct 
displeasure of opening the 
season against the Avalanche in 
Colorado. Chicago looked 
outmatched for much of that 
game, but that's perfectly 
reasonable against one of the 
best teams in the league. Losses 
to the Devils and Penguins were 
much more concerning.  

2  
0-3-
1  

22 Kings  

In their thumping of the Golden 
Knights in the home-opener, the 
Kings looked like the team that 
some thought would break out 
this year. However, 19-year old 
forward Quinton Byfield will be 
out indefinitely with an ankle 
injury, and that's bad news for 
the Kings and hockey fans 
everywhere.  

2  
1-2-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

23 Devils  

The Devils had an ideal start on 
home ice against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Big free agent 
acquisition Dougie Hamilton 
scored in his debut with the 
team, and Jack Hughes scored a 
pair of goals, including a 
dazzling game-winner in 
overtime.  

2  
2-0-
0  

24 
Blue 
Jackets  

Columbus is off to a 2-0 start, 
and they got to put on an 
offensive exhibition against the 
Coyotes. Seven different Blue 
Jackets scored in an 8-2 win as 
Carter Hutton surrendered five 
goals on 22 shots at five-on-five. 
That's a lot of cannon blasts in 
Nationwide Arena. ENT doctors 
in the Columbus area must've 
had a good week after that.  

2  
2-1-
0  

25 Sharks  

Tomas Hertl had a pair of points 
in the team's first game, and he's 
already on his way to getting 
paid on his next contract. 
Whether that is with the Sharks 
is still to be determined, but the 
young star is off on the right foot 
in 2021-22.  

2  
2-0-
0  

26 Predators  

Coming into the season, it was 
fair to wonder where exactly the 
Predators' production would 
come from on a nightly basis. 
Through two games, it looks like 
Nashville might struggle to win 
any game in which Juuse Saros 
brings anything less than his 
best effort.  

4  
1-2-
0  

27 Senators  

Not only did the plucky Senators 
win two of their first three games, 
including one against the Maple 
Leafs, but they also managed to 
sign Brady Tkachuk long-term. It 
wasn't a bad first week of the 
season for Ottawa. Now they just 
have to find a way to maintain 
the positive vibes for 79 more 
games.  

1  
2-1-
0  

28 Sabres  

The Buffalo Sabres are 
undefeated. Not only that, but 
they also lead the NHL in 
expected goals share at five-on-
five. I'm not sure how to feel 

4  
3-0-
0  
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about that stunning 
development, but Buffalo fans 
just need to ride the wave as 
long as it lasts.  

29 Canadiens  

The Canadiens are winless 
through three games, and they 
have scored a total of three 
goals. With everything Montreal 
lost in the offseason, it was fair 
to expect this year to be a 
struggle for the team, especially 
in the early stages.  

6  
0-4-
0  

30 Red Wings  

Impressively, the Red Wings 
held two separate three-goal 
leads over the Lightning last 
week (in the same game). 
Somehow, Detroit managed to 
blow both of those leads in a 7-6 
overtime loss. That is not as 
good, but the Red Wings just 

1  
2-0-
1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

need to focus on the positives 
these days.  

31 Ducks  

Anaheim has not played very 
well through two games, but the 
goaltending tandem of John 
Gibson and Anthony Stolarz has 
made the Ducks a competitive 
team. They might be able to drag 
the Ducks into relevance in the 
Pacific division if their play keeps 
up.  

1  
2-2-
0  

32 Coyotes  

In terms of the franchise's short-
term goals, this last week 
couldn't have gone any better. 
The Coyotes got shelled by the 
Blue Jackets in the first game of 
the season, and they suffered a 
head-to-head loss against the 
Sabres. That will go a long way 
in the battle for positioning in the 
2022 draft lottery.  

1  
0-2-
1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 20, 2021 

 

 

 
 

About Last Night: Canes ride goaltending, star power to road win  

Thanks to a big game from Frederik Andersen and clutch 
goal from Andrei Svechnikov, the Hurricanes are 2-0.  

By Talia Goodman 

It’s been so far, so good for Hurricanes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen, as he was the star of the game last night in 
Carolina’s 3-2 win against the Nashville Predators. Looking 
sharp, he allowed just two goals on 40 shots.  

It was a clear goalie battle as the Hurricanes faced the 
Predators for their 17th meeting since January. Their last 
matchup was the finale to the first round of the playoffs, 
where the Canes managed to defeat the Predators in six 
games.  

The Hurricanes were coming off a season-opening win 
against the Islanders, and the Predators were fresh off of a 
loss to the Seattle Kraken.  

It was a hard fought game to the end.  

The Canes were outshot 40-32, and were outshot 15-8 
during the second period, their worst offensive spurt of the 
night.  

Let’s look at a few takeaways:  

Another fast start 

Jesper Fast opened the scoring for Carolina at 6:19 into the 
first period with a bar down wrist shot to the top corner. The 
goal was assisted by Jaccob Slavin and captain Jordan 
Staal. This was Fast’s second goal in the opening two 
games, but the scoresheet hasn’t illustrated the full picture of 
his contributions.  

“He’s been steady,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You 
know what you’re getting out of that guy. That’s what you 
love about him as a coach.” 

Fast ended the game with two shots and added a hit and a 
takeaway into the mix. He’s been a phenomenal two way 
player and has proven his reliability throughout the first two 
games of the season.  

Sharp as a knife 

Frederik Andersen impressed in his second game with the 
Hurricanes, making saves left and right to keep Carolina in 
striking distance of a win. He looked calm and steady all the 
way to the end as he faced plenty of tough shots from the 
Predators.  

“I haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the three years I’ve 
been doing this, where clearly the goalie was the reason we 
won the game, in my opinion,” Brind’Amour said after 
Saturday’s win.  

Killing it off 

The Hurricanes penalty killing units were perfect last night, 
killing off all four of Nashville’s power plays.  

Early in the game, Jordan Martinook ended up in the box 
with a minor penalty for high sticking. The penalty killing unit 
impressed, clearing the puck five times and subsequently 
killing off the penalty.  

Andrei Svechnikov later picked up a slashing penalty with 
just over three minutes remaining in the first period. The 
Hurricanes had another good kill, clearing the puck three 
times and showcasing their defensive talents.  

This pattern continued, as Carolina was able to capitalize on 
chances, intercept key passes and clear the puck 
consistently. This aspect of their special teams deserves a 
round of applause for its performance last night.  

Drop the gloves 

These two teams have history. There’s no denying that, and 
it showed through the physicality of the game.  

Just a few minutes into the game, Tony DeAngelo got 
sandwiched by two Predators, took a hard hit and briefly left 
the ice and headed to the dressing room. Luckily, he 
returned to the bench quickly and played out the rest of the 
game, but the high compete level of Nashville was clearly 
present as they were hoping to celebrate their revenge party 
for last season’s abrupt ending.  

There were pushes and shoves all around, as Tanner 
Jeannot had a hard hit on Jordan Martinook and tried to drop 
the gloves with him, but Martinook didn’t bite.  

The game ended with 28 hits total, 15 of those coming from 
Nashville, while the other 13 were registered by Carolina.  

Svechnikov strikes again 

After a careless pass by Andrei Svechnikov, leading to Ryan 
Johansen’s goal, he made up for his mistake by scoring an 
important one for the Canes, giving them a lead of 2-1.  

With just six minutes remaining in regulation, this game was 
reeking of familiarity. The last four matchups between these 
two teams resulted in overtime, but Svechnikov helped to 
end the streak with a perfectly placed wrist shot to the top left 
corner, assisted by Martin Necas and Brett Pesce.  

“I made a big mistake when they scored their first goal, and I 
had to do that,” Svechnikov said. 

Better next time 

The main area of tonight’s game that lacked rhythm and 
spark was the power play.  
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The Canes had a 5-on-3 chance 12:23 into the first period 
and failed to capitalize. They were too pass-heavy and the 
results were disappointing.  

The Canes had four chances to score with the man-
advantage last night and went 0-4, proving that while their 
penalty kill is near-perfect, their power play leaves much to 
be desired.  

Teravainen seals the deal 

Teuvo Teravainen closed out the win for Carolina with a 150-
ft empty-netter with 1:12 left in regulation. This extended the 
Canes lead to 3-1, which proved to be necessary after 
Nashville ended up scoring a late goal with an extra attacker 
to cut the deficit to 3-2 with 45 seconds remaining.  

The Canes’ next matchup is another away game this coming 
Thursday against the Montreal Canadiens who are currently 
0-3-0.

 

 

 

   

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255115362.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/hurricanes-kotkaniemi-ready-for-return-to-montreal/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-jesperi-kotkaniemi-talks-competing-against-his-old-team/19933736/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/as-cliche-as-it-gets-fast-start/c-327006140 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-jesperi-kotkaniemi-eager-for-return-to-montreal/c-327008014 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-montreal-canadiens-montreal-carolina-hurricanes-01dd242ca88284811a17925e9572af57 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-montreal-canadiens-montreal-carolina-hurricanes-773cdc085c21499ba16abc0b7bdd321b 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-wild-take-the-early-top-spot-as-sabres-panthers-and-penguins-impress-in-first-week/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/19/22734572/quick-whistles-andrei-svechnikov-hot-start-frederik-andersen-gem-overreactions-carolina-

hurricanes 
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How Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi is approaching a return to 
Montreal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

OCTOBER 19, 2021 3:25 PM 

 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi lingered on the ice Tuesday after practice, taking a 
few extra shots with Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas, the three 
young forwards laughing it up. 

In what has been a stressful 2021, Kotkaniemi appears to have found 
some peace with the Carolina Hurricanes. A new season has begun, 
Kotkaniemi has new teammates and a different setting, and it’s all about 
winning hockey games. 

“He’s a good guy. Everyone likes him,” Canes center Sebastian Aho told 
reporters Monday. “He smiles a lot, positive guy. He’s a good fit.” 

There is one stressful bit of hockey business remaining for Kotkaniemi: 
his return to Montreal on Thursday. 

Kotkaniemi, 21, was drafted by the Montreal Canadiens in 2018, taken 
with the No. 3 overall pick, one spot behind Svechnikov. Jumping into the 
lineup, he played three years with the Canadiens, which had one of the 
NHL’s best feel-good stories last season when they reached the Stanley 
Cup finals against Tampa Bay. 

But if it was a great season for the Habs, it was a challenging one for 
Kotkaniemi. 

On the hockey side, he was a “healthy scratch” at times during the 
playoffs, a disappointment for Kotkaniemi. A restricted free agent after 
the season, he entered protracted contract negotiations with the 
Canadiens until the Hurricanes put an end to it — with an offer sheet. 

Carolina offered a one-year, $6.1 million contract Aug. 28, and 
Kotkaniemi signed the offer sheet. That left the decision up to the Habs, 
which decided not to match it, allowed Kotkaniemi to leave and accepted 
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the Canes’ compensation of first- and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL 
Draft. 

Kotkaniemi, in a media call Tuesday, said there were no hard feelings 
about how the Canadiens handled the situation or his departure, saying 
he only has “real good memories” about his time in Montreal. As for 
returning to the Bell Centre this week, he said he expected it to be a fun 
experience. 

“Really a blast,” he said. 

For Kotkaniemi, there was more to worry him and his family earlier this 
year. His father, Mikael, underwent surgery in Finland for cancer. 

Mikael Kotkaniemi is the under-20 coach for the Lukko hockey team in 
Rauma, Finland. The team announced in March that Kotkaniemi, 52, 
would be out indefinitely. 

“Anything that guys have related to their family stuff is always going to 
weigh on you,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. 

Kotkaniemi said Tuesday that his father’s condition has improved and he 
might be able to return to coaching. 

“He’s home, he’s progressing, he’s doing really good,” he said in a media 
session at Wake Competition Center. “That’s good to hear. I’ve been 
chatting with him every day, just making sure everything’s good over 
there. Everything’s going well so far and that’s good to hear.” 

Kotkaniemi was on Aho’s line for the season opener Thursday against 
the New York Islanders, playing left wing with Necas on the right side as 
the Canes won 6-3. He was a part of the Canes’ first postgame Storm 
Surge celebration, enjoying himself. 

Brind’Amour stuck with the same lineup and line combinations for 
Saturday’s road game against the Nashville Predators. But he made 
changes during the game, moving Kotkaniemi off the Aho line to Derek 
Stepan’s line in the third period. Kotkaniemi had four shifts in the third in 
the Canes’ 3-2 win. 

Kotkaniemi is without a point after the first two games, with three shots 
on goal, and averaging about 12 minutes in ice time. 

Brind’Amour had Kotkaniemi on a line with Aho and Teuvo Teravainen in 
Monday’s practice, although that could change before Thursday. But 
playing the three Finns together could make things less stressful for 
Kotkaniemi going into the Bell Centre. 

“It’s still a new system,” Aho said. “He used to be a center and now he’s 
a winger. I know it can take a little time to (learn) the little details. 
Everyone knows he can play hockey and make some plays. But there 
are those little details in our system and in the way we want to play. 

“It’s going to take a few more games and then he doesn’t have to think 
out there. Just react and play the way he can.” 

Brind’Amour had a memorable first game back in Philadelphia after the 
Flyers traded him to Carolina in January 2000. He was in his ninth 
season with the Flyers when he was uprooted and found himself in a new 
city with a new team, and the first return to Philly was emotional. 

“Much different circumstances,” Brind’Amour said. “I remember it was not 
easy. I was much older, too. 

“I can imagine it’s going to be tough (for Kotkaniemi) but that’s part of the 
business here. You get that one out of the way and as time goes on it 
kind of dies down.” 
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Hurricanes Need Entire Defense Corps to Fill Hamilton Roster Hole 

 

October 19, 2021  

by Alex Ohari 

 

When Dougie Hamilton agreed to a 7-year, $63 million contract with the 
New Jersey Devils during the offseason, it suddenly opened a massive 
hole in the Carolina Hurricanes’ defensive group. Over the past few 
seasons, the team had developed a reputation across the NHL for having 
one of the most diverse and deepest groups of blueliners across the 
league. With the likes of Hamilton, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, and Brady 
Skjei anchoring the bunch, the team had a bona fide ace that they could 
rely on in any situation — both offensively and defensively. 

With the departure of their All-Star caliber defenseman on the back-end, 
the team was met with many questions – but few answers at the position. 
Replacing a player who practically carried the offensive-defenseman role 
for the team, alongside the trade of Jake Bean and the loss of Jake 
Gardiner for an undisclosed amount of time due to surgery, the team was 
left without a true threat on their blueline. Those developments left 
general manager Don Waddell very busy trying to piece the puzzle 
together over the offseason — which led to the team bringing in troubled 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo on a one-year deal and the acquisition of 
former Edmonton Oilers standout Ethan Bear. The Canes will look for 
those additions, plus a potential step forward from some in-house 
options, to provide the team with a spark. 

The Ethan Bear Effect 

Ever since the trade that 

brought Ethan Bear to Raleigh in exchange for a known commodity in 
Warren Foegele, I’ve been a firm conductor of the kid’s hype train. 
Surrounded by a much deeper forward core and defense corps than he 
had around him in Edmonton, it’s been evident that he’s a player with 
serious untapped upside on the offensive side of the puck. He showed a 
lot of encouraging traits in his regular-season debut with the team on Oct. 
14, with the standouts being his shifty, fluid skating ability and strong 
breakout passing. He also showed an excellent knack for holding 
offensive-zone possession at the blue line, which was a direct factor in 
Andrei Svechnikov’s first-period goal against the New York Islanders: 

While playing alongside one of the best defensive defensemen in the 
NHL, Slavin, is a great stabilizing factor for any player in the league, Bear 
has also shown that he’s no slouch in his own end. He’s such a smart 
player, which allows him to get himself into the correct positions 
defensively. He has routinely won puck battles with an active stick and an 
underrated physical edge. The most encouraging part of his game is that 
when he wins the puck back, he knows what to do with it. He’s calm in 
his zone exits, and he’s made a few stretch passes that probably made 
Gardiner smile somewhere. 

He had a very inspiring debut with the team, as he led all Hurricanes 
defenseman with a 69.7 Corsi for percentage (CF%) at even strength in 
the Islanders game. He followed that up with another strong performance 
against the Nashville Predators and has staked his claim as a top-pairing 
defenseman. At only 24 years old, he has legitimate room for growth in 
this team’s system, and his role should continue to increase with repeat 
performances of his first two games. Moving forward, I could see him 
work his way into a spot on the second power-play unit, as I’ve seen 
offensive instincts from him that warrant a look in that role. With how bad 
the Oilers project to be on defense, it’s almost unbelievable that they 
were comfortable moving him — and their loss could turn into a major 
gain for the Canes moving forward. 

Can Tony DeAngelo Produce? 

Regardless of everyone’s individual feelings towards the team’s addition 
of DeAngelo — and we all have our own thoughts about it — there’s no 
denying that the group is relying on him to be a big factor in replacing the 
offense that Hamilton consistently offered. The Hurricanes are banking 
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on him to try and replicate the offensive breakout season he had with the 
New York Rangers in the 2019-20 season when he scored 15 goals and 
53 points across 68 games and emerged as a legitimately potent creator. 

The (very) early returns have been good, with DeAngelo posting two 
assists in his Hurricanes debut and looking like a genuine threat on the 
team’s first power-play unit. I thought he looked very mobile throughout 
the game, and he showed off his strong vision of the ice and crisp, smart 
puck movement. His style is a noticeable change from Hamilton’s, 
especially on the power play. Whereas Hamilton was mostly a stationary 
marksman, DeAngelo brings a more mobile approach. He consistently 
worked himself into open areas in the offensive zone and used deception 
with his eyes to work the Canes’ forwards into open space of their own. 
Both of his assists came on the man advantage, and he had a team-high 
five shots on goal against the Islanders. 

Overall, when you put the PR nightmare that the signing created to the 
side, it’s pretty easy to understand why the team was content on giving 
the player a one-year, $1 million deal as opposed to the seven-year, $63 
million deal that Hamilton received from the Devils in free agency. With 
the likes of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, and Andrei Svechnikov 
manning the team’s PP1, you’d struggle to find any offensive D-men that 
wouldn’t be able to produce on that unit. The concerns about his 
character and overall defensive ability remain, which was on display 
against the Predators. He struggles with defensive positioning, which 
makes it essential to have a stable partner like Ian Cole beside him. In 
essence, I would argue that DeAngelo is more of a replacement for Bean 
than Hamilton, as a similar but more polished player. 

Brett Pesce – Power-Play Specialist? 

Dating back to last season, it’s become apparent that, for some reason, 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour is adamant about using Pesce as the 
team’s second-unit power-play quarterback. At times throughout the 
2020-21 season, he was deployed on the unit alongside (or even in place 
of) both Bean and Gardiner, which makes little sense when considering 
each individual’s skill set. In all honesty, I’m not overly bullish on Pesce’s 
ability to run the man advantage. He thrives on the defensive side of the 
puck and has never stood out as a dynamic offensive player. 

Brett Pesce, Carolina Hurricanes, Mar. 1, 2018 (Amy Irvin / The Hockey 
Writers) 

Maybe the coaching staff sees something that I just haven’t, but when I 
analyze the offensive package that Pesce possesses, he doesn’t stand 
out as a true power-play point man. He’s fine as a puck mover, but he 
doesn’t have the side-to-side vision that you’d expect in that role, nor any 
unpredictable instincts with the puck. The second unit hasn’t scored a 
goal through the team’s first two games, and while he hasn’t been the 
lone issue, he’s played a role in the struggles. It’s obviously a small 
sample size, but it’s hard to be optimistic when his point shots are 
routinely bouncing off shin pads, and the puck isn’t being cycled around 
quickly enough. 

As I mentioned above, Bear is a much more natural fit for the role, and it 
could yield better results. I had always felt that Pesce was only on the 
power play as an anchor for Bean, who had his fair share of defensive 
issues last season. But with the latter out of the picture, there’s little 
reason to limit your man advantage by forcing a player who lacks natural 
offensive instincts into the role, especially when considering the amount 
of firepower on both of the Hurricanes’ units. On paper, their power play 
is strong enough to take over hockey games and is a real strength for the 
group. I mean, you never know — maybe Pesce will surprise us, but I’d 
have him on a short leash, especially with Bear waiting to pounce on the 
opportunity. 

Overall Outlook 

Make no mistake about it. While many good things can be said about 
Bear, DeAngelo, and others’ ability to help the team create offense from 
the blue line, each option pales compared to Hamilton, who had 
analytically emerged as one of the best defensemen in hockey since his 
arrival. He undoubtedly played a significant role in the Hurricanes’ 

success over the past three seasons. While there’s some potential to 
subdue the loss from an offensive perspective, the fact of the matter is 
that there are very few clear answers. 

Moving forward, the team will have to hope that one, or potentially all of 
the options they have, will produce. It’s near impossible to expect any of 
these individuals to replicate Hamilton’s production — 121 points across 
184 games — but it’s fair to speculate that the defense, as a whole, is 
more well-rounded. If Bear and DeAngelo can provide an anticipated 
spark, while the shut-down guys in Slavin, Cole, Pesce, and Brady Skjei 
can continue in their effective roles, this core has unlimited upside and 
could remain as one of the deepest groups in this league. 
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Jonathan Dahlen scores twice, San Jose Sharks trounce Montreal 
Canadiens 5-0 

Tristan D’Amours5-6 minutes 20/10/2021 

Brendan Gallagher of the Montreal Canadiens reaches for the puck near 
goaltender Adin Hill of the San Jose Sharks during the second period at 
the Bell Centre. The Sharks won 5-0 on Oct. 19, 2021 in Montreal. 

The Montreal Canadiens are really feeling the Stanley Cup final 
hangover. 

A 5-0 loss to the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday night dropped Montreal – 
who played in the 2020-21 Stanley Cup final only three months ago – to 
an 0-4-0 record. 

It’s the Habs’ worst start since the 1995-96 season, when the team 
kicked off the campaign with five straight losses. 

“It’s a trap when you get this close and you have to start again quickly,” 
said Canadiens head coach Dominique Ducharme. “There is a mental 
aspect to this and right now we’re not dealing with it well. But you need to 
turn the page, put on your working boots and work the right way. 

“You can’t just work, you need to work the right way. Right now, we’re 
disconnected with and without the puck.” 

The Sharks were already up 3-0 on Montreal at the end of the first period 
Tuesday, thanks to two goals from Swedish rookie Jonathan Dahlen and 
a late marker from Erik Karlsson. At the other end of the ice, Montreal 
registered only three shots in the first 20 minutes of play. 

“I can’t explain it,” said defenceman Jeff Petry. “We knew that they were 
going to come and be all over the puck and [there was] no support. We 
made it easy. They had no problem breaking out the puck, skating 
through the neutral zone and that’s it. 

“It’s frustrating, we’re four games into the year and half of our games 
have been no effort.” 

With a mountain to climb in the second period, the Canadiens conceded 
yet again. On the power play, Timo Meier accepted Logan Couture’s 
pass and beat Montreal’s Jake Allen to put San Jose up 4-0 at 3:09. 

It was a tough night for the Habs netminder, who stopped 20-of-25 shots. 

The Sharks added salt to Montreal’s wound 14:31 into the third period 
when Kevin Labanc scored San Jose’s fifth of the night. 

San Jose goalie Adin Hill recorded 21 saves to collect his first shutout of 
the season. 

“We have to dumb our game down, play a simple game, until we start 
getting that feeling back,” Petry said. “We have to play a simple game, a 
hard-working game. That’s what gave us success in the past and that’s 
what we need to go to.” 
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The Canadiens played out the final minutes under a flurry of boos from 
the 16,095 fans in attendance at the Bell Centre. 

For Brendan Gallagher, a losing streak is hard to kick no matter when it 
happens during the season. 

“Any time you go into these losing skids, it might be escalated in a 
market like Montreal where you need to focus on it wherever you go, it’s 
hard to get out of these things,” Gallagher said. “It’s on your mind all the 
time, it’s all you think about, it’s all you worry about. At times you try to do 
a little bit too much.” 

With the win, the Sharks recorded a 10th straight victory against the 
Canadiens. 

Dahlen scored his first and second NHL goals in just his second game. 

He opened the scoring just 1:22 into the first period, working with Meir to 
redirect Brent Burns’ shot from the blue line in behind Allen. The rookie 
added his second on a counterattack just over a minute later. Couture 
found the Swede on a two-on-one and doubled the Sharks’ lead. 

“It feels pretty unrealistic right now so maybe I need some time to let it 
sink in,” Dahlen said of the performance. “I felt that it hit my stick but I 
wasn’t sure and everything went so quick. Then the second one just pops 
on my stick and I shoot. It was a pretty unreal three minutes.” 

After the game, Dahlen called his father to share the good news. 

“My phone plan didn’t have Canada so I had to find some Wi-Fi” Dahlen 
said. “I’ve been calling him after almost every game since I was 10 so I 
gave him a call after this one too and it was pretty fun.” 

Meier and Karlsson each recorded a goal and two assists on the night. 

Sharks head coach Bob Boughner is confident in the chemistry between 
Dahlen, Meier and Couture. 

“We’ve kept them together for the most part and I think it’s a combination. 
Dahlen is a real smart player, he’s a big compliment to that line,” 
Boughner said. “And I think Timo found a different gear, he looked like a 
man among boys tonight.” 

Dahlen said he’s enjoying playing with his linemates. 

“[Meier] is a great player. He has a good pass, a good shot and I really 
enjoy playing with him,” he said. “I think he’s had a great start and so has 
(Couture). He’s also an amazing player and it’s fun being out there with 
those two.” 
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In the Habs' room: 'We're gonna go nowhere playing like that,' Petry says 

Head coach Dominique Ducharme blames "a lack of execution, a lack of 
engagement" after Montreal gets blown out 5-0 by the Sharks. 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021  •  4 hours ago  •  3 minute read  •   7 
Comments 

The San Jose Sharks didn’t surprise the Canadiens with their fast start 
Tuesday night, but coach Dominique Ducharme said his team didn’t 
handle the situation well. 

“We knew they play fast and have lots of puck support and they throw 
everything at the net,” Ducharme said after the visitors crushed the 
Canadiens 5-0. “We needed to box out, we needed to be good coming 
back killing plays and we got beat on those plays. It’s a lack of execution, 
a lack of engagement on certain plays that cost us and that was the case 
in the first period.” 

The Sharks scored twice in the first 3:36 of the game and, given the lack 
of production from the Montreal offence, the game was effectively over. 

Brendan Gallagher hit the nail on the head when he said there wasn’t just 
one thing that needs to be corrected. The Canadiens are 0-4 to start the 
season, they have scored only three goals, are 0-for-13 on the power 
play and have given up seven power-play goals. 

“A lot of people are going to turn on us and it’s important in that locker 
room that we don’t,” Gallagher said. “We have to do the right things to 
find solutions. It’s never easy to get out of those things. It’s disappointing 
that it’s happening in the very beginning of the year, but this is when 
you’re challenged. You want to test yourself in tough situations and that’s 
where we are now.” 
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There were signs that the fans were turning on the Canadiens before the 
loss. The announced attendance was 16,095, more than 5,000 short of 
capacity. 

There were large pockets of empty seats in the lower bowl and many 
fans began heading to the exits after the second period. The fans who 
were left expressed their displeasure by booing. 

Gallagher said he understood the fans’ frustration, but said the crowds 
would be back after the Canadiens put together some wins. 

That might be easier said than done. 

Jeff Petry said the loss Tuesday was akin to the Canadiens’ 5-1 defeat 
last Thursday in Buffalo and noted that Montreal hasn’t been competitive 
in two of its four losses. 

“There are so many times we’re skating away from the puck; we’re 
leaving guys out to dry, we’re not playing as a unit of five,” Petry said. 
“We’re gonna go nowhere playing like that. There are a lot of things we 
need to improve.” 

Ducharme said there were players who weren’t playing up to their 
potential. 

He wasn’t naming names, but he might have been talking about Tyler 
Toffoli and Nick Suzuki, who were the team’s leading scorers last 
season. Or their linemate Cole Caufield, who entered the season as the 
favourite to win the Calder Trophy as rookie of the year. The trio hasn’t 
registered a point this season, but they have that in common with nine 
other skaters. 

Mike Hoffman, who was signed as a free agent because he can score on 
the power play, made his much-anticipated season debut after missing 
training camp with an injury. He had three shots on goal and was 
credited with three hits. He said he thought the power play looked better 
than it had in its first three games and that the Canadiens had some 
good looks, but they couldn’t bury any of their four shots. 

Hoffman also took an unnecessary penalty late in the first period. The 
Canadiens managed to kill that one, but 22 seconds after Hoffman left 
the box, Erik Karlsson scored to give San Jose a 3-0 lead. 
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Nothing goes right for Canadiens in humbling 5-0 loss to Sharks 

Special teams continue to plague Montreal, as the team goes 0-for-2 on 
the power play and gives up two more short-handed goals. 
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There were a lot of empty seats at the Bell Centre Tuesday night, which 
might have been a good thing because the missing fans were spared the 
Canadiens’ worst performance of the young season. 

Nothing went right as the San Jose Sharks grabbed an early lead and 
cruised to a 5-0 victory that left the Canadiens with an 0-4 record. The 
San Jose victory extended the Sharks’ winning streak at the Bell Centre 
to six games. 

In his first two starts this season, goaltender Jake Allen gave the 
Canadiens a chance to win and he came into Tuesday’s game with a 
.925 save percentage. That number will take a hit as he gave up five 
goals on 25 shots. Adin Hill stopped 21 shots for the shutout. 

The Sharks didn’t waste any time grabbing a 2-0 lead as they scored on 
two of their first three shots before the game was four minutes old. 

Jonathan Dahlen, a 23-year-old Swedish rookie who was playing his 
second NHL game, accounted for both goals. 

He opened the scoring at 1:22 when he redirected a shot from Timo 
Meier. The deflection went through Jeff Petry’s legs before beating Allen. 

Meier set the second goal in motion when he sent Logan Couture off on 
a 2-on-1 break with Dahlen. Allen made the save when Couture elected 
to shoot, but he left a juicy rebound and an empty net for Dahlen. 

Remember two seasons ago when the Canadiens fell into the bad habit 
of giving up goals in the final minute of a period? It happened again in the 
first period as veteran defenceman Erik Karlsson scored on a shot from 
the point that deflected off defenceman David Savard at 19:28. 

Special teams continue to let the Canadiens down. 

Meier completed a three-point night when he scored a power-play goal 
early in the second period. Kevin Labanc completed the scoring with the 
man advantage in the third period to give San Jose two power-play goals 
on four opportunities. The Canadiens have given up at least one power-
play goal in each of their four losses, surrendering a total of seven on the 
season.  

The addition of sniper Mike Hoffman failed to provide an instant boost to 
the Montreal power play. The Canadiens c ame up empty on two power 
plays and are now 0-for-13 on the season. 

Montreal had a chance to cut into the San Jose’s lead early in the second 
period when Christian Dvorak rang a shot off the post. Josh Anderson 
made a beeline for the loose puck in the crease, but Hill made an 
acrobatic move to sweep the puck out of harm’s way. And Hill stood his 
ground shortly after Meier’s power-play goal and stopped Anderson on a 
breakaway. 

Adam Brooks also made his debut as a Canadien. He replaced the 
injured Jake Evans at centre on the third line and contributed to a dismal 
Montreal showing in the faceoff circle. The Sharks won 61 per cent of the 
draws and Brooks was 2-for-10 in his debut. 

This was the second of four consecutive home games for the Canadiens. 
They welcome Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursdav before wrapping up the homestand on Saturday against the 
Detroit Red Wings. 
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Stu Cowan: Kotkaniemi looks back on 'good memories' with Canadiens 

"I'm really grateful that they drafted me and gave me a chance," 
Hurricanes winger says of time in Montreal. 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021   

 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is 21 years old and will earn US$74,390 when he 
plays his first game against the Canadiens Thursday night at the Bell 
Centre as a member of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

So don’t expect boos from some angry Montreal fans to bother him. 

Canadiens fans really shouldn’t boo Kotkaniemi, but you know they will. 
It’s a long tradition in Montreal when former Canadiens players return 
home in a different uniform, whether they wanted to leave or not. 

Just ask P.K. Subban. 

Kotkaniemi was obviously upset after the Canadiens made him a healthy 
scratch for the last two games of the Stanley Cup final last season. The 
Hurricanes saw an opportunity to get a young player they coveted who 
was a restricted free agent and presented Kotkaniemi with a one-year 
offer sheet worth US$6.1 million. There was also some revenge after 
Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin tried to acquire Hurricanes centre 
Sebastian Aho two years earlier with a five-year offer sheet worth 
US$42.295 million. 

The Hurricanes matched the offer sheet for Aho and Bergevin didn’t 
match the one for Kotkaniemi, so the two Finns are linemates in Carolina 
along with fellow countryman Teuvo Teravainen. 

“I think it will be fun,” Kotkaniemi said about playing on a line with three 
Finns. “It’s been real great. When you’re starting it’s still a little bit new to 
me, so they’re helping me with that every day.” 

Kotkaniemi is still looking for his first point after two games with Carolina, 
but he has already earned US$148,780 and the Hurricanes have a 2-0 
record. 

So for fans planning to boo Kotkaniemi Thursday, here’s a question for 
you: What was he supposed to do … turn down the offer sheet? 

What would you have done if you were 21 years old? 

I know what I would have told my son — who is only a few months 
younger than Kotkaniemi — if he was in that situation: 

“Here’s the pen.” 

If the Canadiens really wanted Kotkaniemi they would have locked him 
up before he became a restricted free agent or matched Carolina’s offer 
sheet. Bergevin did neither of those things. 

Instead the Canadiens lost a player they selected with the No. 3 overall 
pick at the 2018 NHL Draft and decided to move on, which is exactly 
what Kotkaniemi is doing. 

During a Zoom conference Tuesday, Kotkaniemi was asked if he would 
have been upset if the Canadiens had matched the offer sheet. 

“That’s a question I can’t answer,” he said. “That’s, I feel, a little 
inappropriate. 

“Like I said before, it was two good options,” Kotkaniemi added. “I’m 
really happy here so far, so everything’s good. 

“I don’t really care what the people start talking about, bad or good 
things,” he said about the focus on his contract. “I just want to be a good 
guy in the locker room, look good in front of my family and my friends. Be 
a good guy … be part of this organization here.” 

When asked about almost certainly hearing boos Thursday at the Bell 
Centre, Kotkaniemi said: “I think everyone has their own opinion on that. I 
think I just did what is best for me at the moment. I feel like everyone can 
do whatever they want, so let’s just go with that.” 
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Does he have any hard feelings toward the Canadiens and/or Bergevin? 

“No, not really,” Kotkaniemi said. “I have really good memories from 
there. I’m really grateful that they drafted me and gave me a chance. It 
was a great spot to play for a few years. Everyone knows they have 
unbelievable fans, great teammates. I can’t wish any better way to start 
my NHL career.” 

When asked why things didn’t work out in Montreal, Kotkaniemi said: “I 
don’t know … I think it worked out pretty well going to the Stanley Cup 
final.” 

But being a spectator for the final two games of the Cup final didn’t sit 
well with Kotkaniemi and you can’t blame him for thinking he would have 
a better chance to develop in Carolina with a team that showed $6.1 
million worth of confidence in him and is starting him out on the No. 1 line 
as a winger. Kotkaniemi said he “definitely would not mind” staying in 
Carolina long-term and you have to think a contract extension will be 
coming from the Hurricanes as soon as NHL rules allow them to present 
him with one in January. 

“It’s a really hard-working group here,” Kotkaniemi said. “It’s really good 
here. Everyone wants to get forward and win the Stanley Cup. I think 
that’s the main thing here, for sure.” 

As far as adjusting to life off the ice in Carolina, Kotkaniemi said: “A lot 
more golf courses out here, for sure. Sun is out every day, so that’s nice. 
They have a great team, a great group of guys here, so I’ve had a blast 
so far.” 

Is he a good golfer? 

“Not really,” Kotkaniemi said. “I’m just still working on it.” 

Like I said, don’t expect the boos Thursday at the Bell Centre to bother 
Kotkaniemi. 
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What the Puck: Canadiens rumours ramp up over Bergevin's contract 
status 

Habs GM's deal expires at the end of this season and the lack of an 
extension is becoming an issue for the team. 

 

Brendan Kelly  Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021   

 

The Marc Bergevin contract issue has officially become a distraction for 
the faltering Montreal Canadiens. 

The Habs, who have stumbled out of the gate losing their first three 
games, have plenty of on-ice issues to deal with, including a mucked-up 
power play, a terrible penalty kill and the prolonged absence of their two 
key players, Shea Weber and Carey Price. So they need other problems 
like Bergevin needs more What the Puck columns. 

But l’Affaire Bergevin is picking up steam as a controversial talking point. 
All you need to know is that Patrick Roy was trending on Twitter Monday. 
I saw that and was wondering what the heck was up. As I started 
scrolling, it became apparent that there was a bunch of chatter about the 
notion that Roy might be the guy that will replace Bergevin if and when 
he goes. 

There were even reports, which I don’t believe for a second, that team 
owner Geoff Molson met with Roy at the Hilton hotel in Quebec City to 
discuss the idea of the former Habs goalie replacing Bergevin. That led 
to Roy, who can be a funny guy, saying if it was indeed true, he wouldn’t 

meet Molson at the Hilton, it would be at the swanky Quebec City theatre 
Le Capitole. 

Sans surprise, Patrick Roy nie les rumeurs voulant qu’il ait rencontré 
Geoff Molson au printemps. 

« De toute façon, je l’avais rencontré, ça n’aurait pas été au Hilton. Ça 
aurait été pas mal plus au Capitole », blague-t-il. 

— Kevin Dubé (@KDubeJDQ) October 19, 2021 

There has been a lot of talk about Bergevin’s future with the Canadiens 
since the summer, when Bergevin refused to confirm he would be staying 
with the Habs after his contract expires at the end of this season. Asked 
about his contract status he said: “I have one more year under contract 
and I will honour that.” 

It was a strange way of addressing the issue. Executives usually say 
they’re loyal to the company they work for, period. But Bergevin didn’t do 
that. At the start of the season, he tersely said nothing had changed 
regarding his contract status. Then at the news conference in which he 
talked about Price voluntarily joining the player assistance program for 
mental health and substance abuse issues, the team announced that 
there would be no further discussion of Bergevin’s contract status during 
the season. 

In September, TSN analyst Pierre Lebrun wrote that Molson had made a 
contract offer to Bergevin during the summer, but they were unable to 
reach an agreement. 

“He’s not the only GM entering this season on an expiring deal, but 
there’s no bigger story after seeing his team reach the Stanley Cup final 
last year,” Lebrun said in September. “I don’t think they want this to be 
hanging over the Montreal Canadiens season.” 

Well, it is. And it became a huge story in recent days when high-profile 
New York Post columnist Larry Brooks penned a column suggesting that, 
after this season, Bergevin might end up working with Los Angeles Kings 
president Luc Robitaille, who’s an old friend of Bergevin’s. 

That story has been making the rounds for a few weeks in Montreal, but 
it went nuclear when it hit the Post. Who knows if there’s anything to it. 
Most believe Robitaille is happy with the work of current Kings GM Rob 
Blake, but maybe there’s another role for Berg in Tinseltown, perhaps as 
president of hockey operations. The irony is he’d be reunited with Phillip 
Danault, who left Montreal to sign as a free agent this summer with the 
Kings. 

In a recent interview on TVA Sports, Danault said he wanted to stay with 
the Habs, but the team made no effort to keep him. 

What seems increasingly clear is that Bergevin was unsatisfied with 
Molson’s offer. The GM has bristled every time the topic comes up with 
journalists. Many of us were very surprised that neither Bergevin nor 
Molson were on hand when it was announced that the team had signed 
Nick Suzuki to an eight-year, US$63-million contract, one of the biggest 
contracts in the history of the Habs. Normally the GM is at that kind of 
announcement. 

The notion that Bergevin would sabotage the Canadiens in his final 
season is misplaced. 

— Eric Macramalla (@EricMacramalla) October 18, 2021 

I’m with TSN’s Eric Macramalla that Bergevin isn’t going to deliberately 
sabotage the team. But it’s far from ideal that the GM’s future is in doubt 
and that he appears to be unhappy that he doesn’t have a new long-term 
contract. What happens if this terrible start morphs into a terrible first half 
of the season? 

Then you have to move into long-term planning mode and is the best 
person to do that the fellow who’s rumoured to be joining another team in 
a few months? Does it impact the players? It’s like working at a company 
where everyone knows the CEO is halfway out the door. 
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It’s time for Molson to step up and take some action. He should either re-
sign his head of hockey operations or he should show him the door. One 
way or the other, he has to make a decision. 
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Game Day Notebook: Mike Hoffman and Adam Brooks will make Habs 
debuts 

San Jose Sharks have a nine-game winning streak against the 
Canadiens heading into Tuesday night's game at the Bell Centre. 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

 

Mike Hoffman and Adam Brooks will both make their Canadiens debuts 
Tuesday night at the Bell Centre against the San Jose Sharks (7 p.m., 
TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

Hoffman suffered a lower-body injury while preparing for training camp 
and is now fully healed, while Brooks was claimed last week off waivers 
from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Hoffman and Brooks will play on the third line together with Brendan 
Gallagher. 

Brooks will take the place of centre Jake Evans, who is sidelined with an 
upper-body injury. Evans took part in Tuesday’s morning skate at the Bell 
Sports Complex in Brossard and head coach Dominique Ducharme said 
the injury isn’t serious. Ducharme added it’s too early to know if Evans 
will be able to play Thursday against the Carolina Hurricanes or Saturday 
against the Detroit Red Wings. 

Mathieu Perreault will be made a healthy scratch against the Sharks to 
make room for Hoffman in the lineup. 

The Canadiens are off to an 0-3-0 start this season, have scored only 
three goals and are 0-for-11 on the power play. Jake Allen will start in 
goal for the Canadiens. He has an 0-2-0 record with a 2.05 goals-against 
average and a .925 save percentage. 

The Canadiens announced Tuesday afternoon that forward Alex Belzile 
has cleared NHL waivers and will report to the AHL’s Laval Rocket. 

BR  KS 

[...] 

H FFMAN#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/T54GwYFOwv 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) October 19, 2021 

Sharks missing Kane 

The Sharks have only played one game so far this season, beating the 
Winnipeg Jets 4-3 last Saturday in San Jose. 

The Sharks have won the last nine games they have played against the 
Canadiens, including their last five games at the Bell Centre. The last 
time the Canadiens beat the Sharks was on March 21, 2015 when they 
won 2-0 at the Bell Centre. 

This will mark the first time the Sharks and Canadiens face each other 
since Nov. 24, 2019 when San Jose won 4-2 at the Bell Centre. 

The Sharks will be without forward Evander Kane, who was suspended 
for 21 games without pay by the NHL on Monday for submitting a fake 
COVID-19 vaccination card. Kane, who is in the fourth season of a 
seven-year, US$49 million contract with an annual salary-cap hit of $7 
million, will lose about $1.68 million during his suspension with that 
money going to the players’ emergency assistance fund. 

Last January, Kane filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in California , listing 
$1.5 million in gambling losses, more than $26.8 million in total liabilities 
and more than $10.2 million in assets comprised mostly of real estate. 
The 30-year-old has earned more than US$55 million during his career, 
according to CapFriendly.com. 

The NHL also announced Monday that an investigation into allegations of 
sexual and physical abuse made against Kane by his estranged wife, 
Anna, could not be substantiated. The Sharks forward had previously 
been cleared by the NHL in an investigation into allegations made by 
Anna that he bet on hockey games, including some against the Sharks. 

Our first time skating in Centre Bell since 2019   
pic.twitter.com/o06pqhLu6X 

— San Jose Sharks (@SanJoseSharks) October 19, 2021 

Hoffman to the rescue? 

When asked after the morning skate what Hoffman can bring to the 
Canadiens, teammate Josh Anderson had a one-word answer: “Scoring.” 

Anderson then added: “I’m sure that you guys all have seen his shot over 
the last couple of days. It’s an absolute missile. So we’re looking forward 
to see him out there and seeing what he can do and, obviously, helping 
our (power play). But we’re looking for some energy from him, too. So 
you should expect some good things tonight from Hoff.” 

In 545 career NHL games, Hoffman has 189 goals, including 67 on the 
power play, thanks in large part to his shot. 

Hoffman isn’t that big at 6-foot and 182 pounds and Anderson was asked 
if he could explain how his new teammate can shoot the puck so hard. 

“I don’t know what to tell you,” Anderson said. “Maybe he shoots a lot of 
pucks. 

“It’s like Cole (Caufield). He’s got a rocket and he’s, what, 5-5 and 170 
pounds? Whatever it is,” Anderson added with a grin. “So, yeah, I don’t 
know what it is.” 

When Anderson was told Caufield, who is actually 5-foot-9 and 162 
pounds, might not appreciate his comment, the 6-foot-3, 226-pound 
winger smiled again and said: “No, he’s not. I keep telling him he’s bigger 
than Gally, too.” 

Brendan Gallagher is 5-foot-9 and 184 pounds. 

Hoping to carry the momentum into the opening game of a five-game 
road trip. #SJSharks pic.twitter.com/DkMRwDL3Cx 

— San Jose Sharks (@SanJoseSharks) October 19, 2021 

First look at Brooks 

Ducharme is looking forward to seeing what Brooks can do in his first 
game with the Canadiens. 

The 25-year-old centre had 4-1-5 totals in 11 games last season with the 
Maple Leafs and had 4-9-13 totals in 17 games with the AHL’s Toronto 
Marlies. 

Ducharme said the Canadiens claimed Brooks off waivers because he 
can play a “complete game” and be reliable at both ends of the rink. 

“He showed some pretty good numbers in junior and in the AHL 
producing offence,” Ducharme added. “We want to see him on the ice 
with us and see what he can bring.” 

During the 2015-16 season with the junior Regina Pats, Brooks had 38-
82-120 totals in 72 games. The Leafs selected him in the fourth round 
(92nd overall) at the 2016 NHL Draft. The next season, Brooks had 43-
87-130 totals in 66 games with the Pats. 

With the Marlies in 2018-19, Brooks had 21-19-40 totals in 61 games. 

Complete rosters for tonight's game between the #Habs and the San 
Jose Sharks at the Bell Centre #HabsIO: pic.twitter.com/0gya2kUIGN 
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— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) October 19, 2021 

Where’s the offence? 

Speaking of Caufield, the 20-year-old right-winger is still looking for his 
first goal this season and he’s not alone on the Canadiens. 

Heading into the game against the Sharks only two Canadiens had 
scored. Jonathan Drouin had two goals and defenceman Chris Wideman 
had one. 

“Every hockey player goes through this little slump that we’ve been going 
through,” Anderson said. “It’s too bad it’s too early in the season. You 
want to come out having a better record through the start, but I think the 
more you think about it the more you’re going to struggle. So just keep 
doing good habits in practice and in games and doing what you do best 
out there and you’re going to have success. So I think that’s the way 
we’re treating it right now. 

“We got to hang around the blue paint a little bit more,” he added. “I think 
that’s an area that we’ve been watching a lot of video on and we got to 
get some dirty goals. We got a lot of guys on this team that can score 
goals. Maybe a couple of lucky bounces off their skate, off their pants or 
whatnot. But it starts there and shooting the puck as much as we can.” 

Anderson was asked if veterans like himself can help younger players 
like Caufield and Nick Suzuki handle a scoring slump. 

“This is the NHL and it’s a lot harder league,” Anderson said. “But I know 
that every hockey player’s been through a slump where they’re not 
scoring goals. But it’s what you do away from the puck, too, that’s going 
to bring you success. Your back-checking, your stick-on-pucks, the little 
details in your game that you need to believe in and continue to work on 
and then the offence is going to come. The younger guys, for example 
Cole Caufield, he’s a pure goal-scorer. He’s going to find a way to put a 
few in the back of the net and it’s only been three games. So I’m sure 
once he gets one they’re going to come in bunches.” 

Injured #Habs defenceman Mattias Norlinder on the ice now in Brossard 
with member of team’s training staff #HabsIO 
pic.twitter.com/vBfFB0BSMv 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) October 19, 2021 

PK also struggling 

The Canadiens have also been struggling on the penalty-kill, allowing 
five goals on 13 power-play opportunities through the first three games. 

Ducharme said that the penalty-killers are allowing too many seam 
passes. 

“That’s something that most teams like to do and we knew and our guys 
knew they were looking for each other a lot on those kind of plays,” 
Ducharme added. “I don’t think we reacted that well and we need to be 
sharper. We need to be sharper, we need to be more aggressive and 
also when we create a bubbling puck, a travelling puck in the D zone, we 
need to again be more aggressive and put more pressure on those kind 
of plays, not giving them too much time and space.” 

Defenceman David Savard said the Canadiens’ penalty-killers, including 
himself, need to finish the job on a PK. 

“I think we kind of let a few in late in the kill, bad turnovers and stuff like 
this,” he said. “So I think we got to think killing the penalty first before 
starting to go on offence or trying to make an extra play or something like 
this. But I’m not too worried. We got a lot of guys that are willing to pay 
the price here and get the job done, so we just got to keep focusing on 
what we have to do.” 

Adjusting to new team 

Savard said he’s still adjusting to his new team and the Canadiens’ 
defensive system. 

“Every day I’m getting closer,” he said. “There’s still a few questions and 
there’s things that happen in a game that I still have a few questions for 
the coaches or I’ll ask Beny (Ben Chiarot) or Petey (Jeff Petry), guys that 
have been here for a long time. But I’m getting close to being really 
comfortable on the ice. 

“You can be half-a-second late on plays and stuff like this that you need 
to adjust because it’s not 100-per-cent natural to just be at the right 
position everywhere. You’re thinking a little more. But, like I said, I’m 
getting closer and closer to be really comfortable on the ice and playing 
with Beny made it really easy. I think he’s a steady D-man, he talks a lot 
on the ice, so it makes it easy for me to adjust.” 

Ducharme noted that adjusting to a new team can be more difficult for a 
defenceman than a forward. 

“It’s a little bit more about a system for them,” the coach said. “A little bit 
more than forwards.” 

Savard and Chiarot were on the ice for the winning goal by Alexis 
Lafrenière Saturday night when the New York Rangers beat the 
Canadiens 3-1. 

“If our D shifts together in the right way, the way we want to do it, they 
don’t even come into the zone,” Ducharme said about that goal. “So 
those are the little plays that teams will play differently at times. So those 
kind of little things are important and reading off your partner is crucial 
when you look at the D. You look at Chiarot when he came in (two 
seasons ago) and you look at even (Joel) Edmundson last year, before 
he really got going it always takes a few games.” 

THE HOMETOWN KID 

ALEXIS 

LAFRENIÈRE pic.twitter.com/oZDvMjrZMG 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) October 17, 2021 

Adjusting to new role 

Alexander Romanov is still adjusting to his new role as Jeff Petry’s 
defence partner, replacing the injured Edmundson. 

“He’s never a guy that is not competing,” Ducharme said about 
Romanov. “He’s always competing and for him it’s just channeling that 
energy and that intensity the right way. I think most of the time he’s 
keeping things simple with the puck and he’s not running all over the 
place without the puck. I think he’s better at coming across, closing on 
guys, killing (plays) quicker. At times when you start going east-west too 
much then you get further from the guy that you need to be checking and 
closing on him. I think he’s managing that better now.” 

The lines 

Here’s how the forward lines and defence pairings looked at the 
Canadiens’ morning skate: 

Toffoli – Suzuki – Caufield 

Drouin – Dvorak – Anderson 

Hoffman – Brooks – Gallagher 

Lehkonen – Paquette – Armia 

Perreault – Evans 

Romanov – Petry 

Chiarot – Savard 

Kulak – Wideman 

Niku 

What’s next? 
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The Canadiens have a practice scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at 
the Bell Sports Complex. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and former Canadien Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be 
at the Bell Centre on Thursday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 
98.5 FM),  followed by the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday  (7 p.m., CITY, 
TVA Sports, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

After that, the Canadiens will hit the road for a four-game West Coast trip 
with games in Seattle, San Jose, Los Angeles and Anaheim. 

Montreal Gazette LOADED: 10.20.2021 

1193456 Montreal Canadiens 

 

San Jose Sharks at Canadiens: Five things you should know 

Jake Allen didn't practise with his teammates at the Bell Centre Monday, 
but he is expected to start against the Sharks. 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021   

 

Here are five things you should know about the Canadiens-Sharks game 
at the Bell Centre on Tuesday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 
FM) : 

The matchup:  The good news is that the Canadiens were competitive in 
two of their first three games this season. The bad news is that they lost 
all three games. The defence hasn’t been as bad as expected in the 
absence of Shea Weber, Phillip Danault, Joel Edmundson and Paul 
Byron, but Montreal has managed to score only three goals. The Sharks 
are 1-0 after coming from behind to beat Winnipeg 4-3 Saturday in San 
Jose. The Sharks had two power-play goals and one short-handed goal 
in the victory. Home ice should be an edge for the Canadiens, but San 
Jose is riding a five-game win streak at the Bell Centre. 

Allen off to a good start:  Jake Allen didn’t practise with his teammates at 
the Bell Centre Monday, but he is expected to start against the Sharks. 
Allen, who worked out with goaltender coach Éric Raymond after the 
practice, has played two strong games, but hasn’t received any offensive 
support. He has a 2.05 goals-against average and a .925 save 
percentage. With no back-to-back games until the end of the month it’s 
likely that Allen will start the next six games. The Sharks will employ a 
two-goaltender system this season with veteran James Reimer sharing 
the duties with 25-year-old Adin Hill. 

Help for the power play:  The Canadiens are hoping that veteran sniper 
Mike Hoffman will provide some help for the power play, which is 0-for-11 
to start the season. Hoffman suffered a lower-body injury prior to training 
camp, but he has practised with the team for the past week. Hoffman, 
who signed a three-year contract as a free agent with an annual cap hit 
of US$4.5 million, practised on the power play with Jeff Petry, Jonathan 
Drouin, Tyler Toffoli and Christian Dvorak. In 5-on-5 situations, Hoffman 
will probably line up at left wing on the third line. 

Drouin in a better place: While the Canadiens as a whole have struggled 
on offence, the one exception has been the No. 2 line with Drouin, 
Dvorak and Josh Anderson. Drouin appears more relaxed after taking 
several months off to deal with anxiety issues. He has scored two of the 
Canadiens’ three goals this season after scoring two goals in 44 games 
last season. Dvorak is an upgrade on Jesperi Kotkaniemi and has 
become Montreal’s go-to guy on faceoffs, with a 58.8-per-cent success 
rate. Nick Suzuki has boosted his faceoff percentage close to 50 per 
cent, but Suzuki, Cole Caufield and Tyler Toffoli are looking for their first 
points. 

Kane’s career in limbo: Evander Kane was the Sharks’ leading scorer 
last season, but he faces an uncertain future with the team. The NHL 
announced Monday that the troubled winger has been suspended 21 

games for non-compliance with the league’s COVID-19 protocol, but said 
it was unable to substantiate charges of domestic abuse. The NHL had 
previously dismissed accusations that Kane bet on hockey games and 
that he threw games. Jasper Weatherby scored a goal and added an 
assist in his NHL debut. The 23-year-old American joined the Sharks 
after three seasons at the University of North Dakota. Sweden’s William 
Eklund, 19, also had an assist in his NHL debut. 
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Just as the Canadiens were not as good as their start last season, they 
are not as bad as their start this season 

 

By Arpon Basu Oct 20, 2021  

  

This situation feels oddly familiar. 

This time, I am not taking the bait. I’ve learned my lesson. Fool me once, 
shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me. 

Back in January, after the Canadiens had played 10 games, I determined 
they were so good I had run out of ways to write how good they are. 

The Canadiens lost their very next game to start a run of six losses in 
eight games that ultimately cost Claude Julien his job and made 
Dominique Ducharme the head coach of the Canadiens. 

Right about now, I imagine Ducharme is hoping I will write a column 
stating that the Canadiens are so bad, I have run out of ways to write 
about it. Because that column is very tempting after the Canadiens lost 5-
0 at home to the San Jose Sharks in front of an announced crowd – with 
heavy emphasis on the word “announced” – of 16,095 fans at the Bell 
Centre. Less than half of them remained by the end, and those who stuck 
it out were booing the home team as hard as they could. 

It was deserved. 

The Canadiens were down 3-0 by the end of the first period and had as 
many shots on goal as the Sharks had goals. The power play is now 0-
for-13 on the season. The penalty kill is humming along at 58.8 percent 
after allowing two more goals Tuesday. They have scored three goals in 
four games and allowed 15, seven of which came against that maligned 
penalty kill. 

There is not one single area of their game where the Canadiens are any 
good. 

“We’re disconnected,” Ducharme said repeatedly after the game. 

It is hardly what you want to hear from a head coach, whose primary job 
is to make sure his team is the opposite of disconnected. But it is an 
accurate assessment of how his team looks. 

It seems like every time the Canadiens have to make a decision, they are 
making the wrong one. It seems like every player has no idea what any 
of his teammates are going to do at any given moment. 

Here is just one example. 

Late in the first period Tuesday, Ben Chiarot had the puck in the neutral 
zone as the rest of his teammates went off for a change. Chiarot 
backtracked with the puck to maintain possession and buy some time. 
Good decision. As Adam Brooks and Brendan Gallagher hit the ice and 
skated through the neutral zone on the far side of the ice, Chiarot could 
have easily dumped the puck in so they could go chase it. It was the 
obvious play to make because it was the right play to make. 

Instead, Chiarot attempted a cross-ice pass with an extremely high 
degree of difficulty and low chance of success in the hopes of hitting 
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Gallagher in stride at the Sharks blue line. It never had a chance and was 
easily picked off by the Sharks, who began making their way to the 
Canadiens zone. 

It was a glaring example of what plagued the Canadiens all night, and 
really all season. 

It was an example of disconnection. 

After the game, as the media waited in the room that hosts Canadiens 
press conferences, Jeff Petry stormed in much earlier than players 
normally show up for these things. It was just a few minutes after the end 
of the game. 

He was clearly angry, and he clearly wanted to get this over with. 

“We’re skating away from the puck, we’re leaving guys out to dry and 
we’re not playing as a unit of five,” Petry said. “We’re going to go 
nowhere playing like that. We need everybody to have a better effort, we 
need to play a simple game and play a hard game. Right now we haven’t 
(done that). We’re on the outside, we’re not supporting each other, 
there’s a lot of things that we need to improve on. I think just simplify our 
game and not play a cute game, because we’re not scoring goals and 
we’re giving up way too many chances.” 

As Petry was talking, Gallagher walked in the room and waited his turn. 
He sat on the steps leading up to the stage where players talk, and he 
waited, steaming. He looked down, crouched as he was on the top step, 
collecting his thoughts. At one point, Petry was asked about the value of 
holding a player’s meeting, and Gallagher suddenly perked up. He was 
interested in hearing Petry’s answer, and looked over to his teammate to 
see what he would say. 

This is something Shea Weber would have been in charge of handling in 
the past. But the burden of making a call like that now falls to Petry and 
Gallagher probably more than anyone else. Four straight losses are a 
problem at any time of year, but they are especially problematic at the 
start of the season when you’ve lost Weber and Carey Price is not 
around and young players are asked to fill big roles and are not 
delivering and the team as a whole looks, to use Ducharme’s word again, 
disconnected. 

“It might be escalated in a market like Montreal, where you have to focus 
on it really everywhere you go,” Gallagher said when it was his turn to 
speak on stage. “It’s hard to get out of these things. It’s on your mind all 
the time. It’s all you think about. It’s all you worry about, and at times you 
try to do a little bit too much. 

“The proper way to get out of these things is to really trust in everything 
else around you and be accountable to your teammates and do 
whatever’s asked of you. Do your job, don’t try to do three or four 
different jobs. It’s going to be tough. We’re going to hear about it 
everywhere we go. But the good thing about our sport is in a couple of 
days we get a chance to bounce back and hopefully show a little bit of 
character and respond the right way.” 

This is where I get back to the lesson I learned back in January. 

Just as that team was nowhere near as good as I was giving it credit for, 
this team is not nearly as bad as it looks now. It’s hard to see it right now, 
I get it, but this team is not this bad. There are holes, sure, because the 
team is missing a third-line centre and an effective puck-moving 
defenceman (though Chris Wideman has been just fine, in my opinion). 

But the holes in the lineup are not what explains this. The Canadiens 
should be more competitive despite those holes, because this team has 
strengths that have simply not come together yet. And one thing this 
team, one built primarily on depth at forward, can’t afford is to have so 
many of its forwards playing poorly at once. Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield 
and Tyler Toffoli – collectively pointless through four games – will not be 
this bad for long. Josh Anderson, who had a breakaway Tuesday and 
has generated chances, will not be without a goal for long. Same goes 
for Gallagher. And though David Savard has looked lost at times on a 
pairing with Chiarot, he will settle in at some point, much like Joel 

Edmundson did when he first arrived last season after a few games, and 
much like Chiarot did when he first arrived the season before. 

So no, the Canadiens are not so bad that I have run out of ways to write 
about it, because they are not this bad. But this start is undoubtedly bad, 
and it is difficult not to think that their already slim playoff chances have 
become that much slimmer. 

We recently told you that only four of the 15 teams that started the 
season winless after three games over the last five years made the 
playoffs. Of those 15 teams, only nine of them were winless after four 
games, and only two had not collected a point after four games. Of those 
two 0-4-0 teams, only the 2019-20 Minnesota Wild ultimately made the 
playoffs. So the Canadiens are in rarified air. 

The Canadiens are not as bad as they’ve shown so far, no. But they are 
not nearly good enough to have a start like this and still expect to make 
the playoffs. 

But maybe that’s the kind of doubt this team needs to do what seems 
impossible right now. 

“How you handle these are kind of what defines your character,” 
Gallagher said. “We’re going through a tough time right now. You want to 
be a team where you can count on that character in the locker room. 
Now’s the time, but it’s not going to be easy. A lot of people are going to 
turn on us. It’s important in that locker room that we don’t.” 
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Chris Selley: Habs' controversy raises a basic question — what are land 
acknowledgments really for? 

If the audience is indifferent, never mind furiously opposed, what has the 
acknowledgment really accomplished? 

 

Chris Selley Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021   

 

On Saturday night the Montreal Canadiens became the latest NHL team 
to acknowledge its presence on traditional Indigenous territory, and it 
won’t be a one-off. Henceforth, before every home game, the team will 
thank the Mohawk Nation for its “hospitality on this traditional and 
unceded territory.” 

Team chairman Geoff Molson is not known as the coldest lager at the 
dépanneur. So it would be intriguing to know how the Habs’ brain trust 
thought this would be received. 

Generally speaking, land acknowledgments are a touchier subject among 
Quebec nationalists than among other Canadians. Regardless of who 
inhabited the St. Lawrence Valley before Champlain and Maisonneuve 
showed up, the French fought for and lost dominion over that land too. 
And then Pierre Trudeau foisted a constitution on them that they can’t 
stand and never ratified, and then Meech Lake and Charlottetown fell 
apart and, well, you know the rest. 

The Habs are a leading symbol, if not the leading symbol, of the Quebec 
nation (whatever that is exactly). Named as the team is for the original 
peasant-farmer settlers of New France , whose status was intrinsically 
linked to their stewardship over the land, you can understand why the 
acknowledgment would cause some angst — rightly or wrongly. 

But the question of a specific Mohawk claim to Montreal Island is 
especially fraught, and the preponderance of “traditional” historical 
opinion is not on the Mohawks’ side. 

The traditional view, as argued in La Presse by UQAM history professor 
Alain Beaulieu during a previous flare-up of this perennial controversy in 
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2017, is that the Mohawks took up permanent residence in the St. 
Lawrence Valley only in the late 17th century, and as part of the 
French/Catholic colonial project: A Jesuit mission on Montreal’s South 
Shore eventually became Kahnawake; a Sulpician mission on the North 
Shore eventually became Kanesatake. 

Mohawks, citing oral history and recent archaeological finds (which 
traditionalist historians also cite to bolster their own case), argue that the 
Iroquois who Jacques Cartier encountered in 1535 were in fact their 
ancestors. Thus, the Mohawks who settled around Montreal at the 
colony’s invitation were really just coming home. Beaulieu’s school of 
thought argues the Iroquois Cartier met were an entirely separate group. 

That being the case, the reaction from marquee nationalist commentators 
blew past angst and at last report was approaching apoplexy. 

“Even the CH now crawls before wokism and the dishonest rewriting of 
history,” former Parti Québécois MNA, university professor and popular 
columnist Joseph Facal complained in Québecor’s Journal de Montréal. 
Facal invoked Joseph Goebbels to describe the Woke Army’s tactics: By 
forcing us to use words like “unceded” the soldiers “want us to buy the 
vision contained in the expression.” 

Also in the Québecor papers — which are by far the province’s most read 
— Mathieu Bock-Côté argued the Canadiens were “symbolically 
expelling us from our home” and reducing French-Canadians to just one 
“category among others” inhabiting the province. “This ideological 
discourse has a clear function: to delegitimize the presence of 
Quebecers in Quebec … to create in them a guilty conscience paralyzing 
them politically, to present them as invaders in the country that their 
ancestors have built over the course of history for more than four 
centuries,” Bock-Côté continued. (This is his normal register.) 

“We have to flagellate ourselves every day to prove we’re not racist,” 
QUB radio host Benoît Dutrizac moaned . “Even if they have to make it 
up!” his regular guest Richard Martineau (another Québecor columnist 
who is deeply unhappy about the Habs’ gesture) responded. 

The politicians weighed in on Tuesday in Quebec City, when the National 
Assembly reconvened to hear Premier François Legault outline his 
government’s agenda for a new sitting. “The facts are important,” PQ 
leader Paul St-Pierre Plamondon averred, reasonably enough. “Let the 
historians enlighten us, not sports teams.” Also reasonable. 

Liberal leader Dominique Anglade tried to split the difference. “Of course 
the veracity of (the Mohawk claim to Montreal) is important,” she told 
reporters — “there are facts that should be verified,” she said — “but I 
think that the message, which is also important, should be conveyed.” 

Huh? 

Surely the bare minimum requirement for a land acknowledgment to rise 
above the level of hollow, easy performance and brand enhancement is 
that the acknowledger actually believes what he’s acknowledging. If the 
Canadiens had simply said “Indigenous people were here first and 
unfortunately it hasn’t been an entirely pleasant 400-odd years, sorry 
about that,” they would have been on uncontroversial ground. But that’s 
not what they said. 

And that surely calls into question the basic utility of some — not all — 
land acknowledgments. If the acknowledger and the audience 
understand what they’re acknowledging, and broadly agree with it in spirit 
and substance, then it could be a compelling symbolic recognition 
underpinning a broader effort at reconciliation (whatever that means 
exactly). 

But if the audience is even just indifferent, never mind furiously opposed, 
what has the acknowledgment really accomplished? When it comes to a 
hockey team, it doesn’t really matter so much: A hockey team isn’t in any 
position to effect huge societal changes to begin with. 

But the Habs are following well-worn territory, even in Montreal: Former 
and would-be future mayor Denis Coderre has acknowledged the 
Mohawk claim to the island, as has his replacement Valérie Plante. 

Across the country, politicians dispense rote land acknowledgments as if 
they really mean something. This might be a good opportunity to 
examine exactly what, if anything, that is. 
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Red Wings dominate Blue Jackets, Joonas Korpisalo shines in season 
debut 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

DETROIT – Joonas Korpisalo did everything he could to help the Blue 
Jackets steal a victory or earn a point Thursday night at Little Caesar’s 
Arena.  

He just couldn’t skate the length of the ice and give himself offensive 
support against the Detroit Red Wings, who stifled the Jackets' attack 
and wore down the Jackets’ Finnish wall in a 4-1 victory. Korpisalo made 
31 of his 41 saves in the first two periods to keep it 0-0, but he couldn't 
hold Detroit off the entire game. 

Rookie Lucas Raymond and Tyler Bertuzzi scored 2:36 apart for Detroit 
in the first half of the third period, building a 2-0 lead the Red Wings (2-1-
0) never relinquished. 

Vladislav Namestnikov and Adam Erne scored into an empty net, 
securing victory after Blue Jackets captain Boone Jenner cut it to 2-1 with 
7:09 left on a power play. Dylan Larkin (two assists) and Raymond (goal, 
assist) each finished with two points. Thomas Greiss made 22 saves in 
Detroit's net. 

Korpisalo shined in his season debut for the Blue Jackets (2-1-0), who 
return to Nationwide Arena on Thursday against the New York Islanders 
to begin a three-game homestand. 

“He gave us a chance," Jenner said. "You could see it all night. He made 
some huge saves and gave us a chance, but we weren’t good enough in 
front of him."  

Joonas Korpisalo showed no rust against Red Wings  

After waiting behind Elvis Merzlikins for three games, including the first 
two of the regular season, Korpisalo was razor sharp right away.  

He needed to be.  

Less than 30 seconds into the game, the Red Wings had already tested 
him twice and then forced the 27-year old netminder to make 13 saves in 
the first period. Korpisalo’s best work in the period was a huge save 
against Larkin off a 2-on-1 rush with 4:36 left.  

The Red Wings were gifted a ‘Grade A’ scoring chance after a 
miscommunication between defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov and forward 
Patrik Laine sent the latter's reverse pass to the Detroit blue line straight 
to Bertuzzi.  

There wasn’t a Blue Jackets teammate within 25 feet because Gavrikov 
skated down the slot and his defense partner on the play, Jake Bean, 
trailed in the neutral zone. Bean became the lone defender back and 
helped Korpisalo thwart the rush by cutting off Larkin’s passing lane back 
to Bertuzzi.  

Larkin tried to hit the far corner, but Korpisalo had the angle covered and 
made the save with his shoulder. He covered the rebound for a stoppage 
and gave Bean a stick tap for the help. 
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“I felt good from the get go, comfortable," Korpisalo said. "Guys did a 
good job in front, letting me see the puck, so I felt good.”  

It was merely the beginning of Korpisalo’s challenging night. 

Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets survive second period  

Detroit outshot Columbus 13-8 in the first and ballooned the edge in the 
second, outshooting the Blue Jackets 18-5 and building a commanding 
31-13 margin after two periods.  

It remained 0-0 to start the third because of Korpisalo and the left goal 
post of his net. Korpisalo stopped all 18 shots and the post took care of 
one that snuck past his right skate during Filip Zadina's strong take to the 
net.  

Aiding the Red Wings' possession dominance were a pair of penalties 
called on rookie Cole Sillinger and Sean Kuraly 26 seconds apart. Detroit 
was given 1:34 with a 5-on-3 advantage, but didn’t score after Korpisalo 
stopped the only two shots.  

The Blue Jackets went 4 of 4 killing penalties. 

“I think the PK is the thing that kept us in the game," Korpidalo said. "I 
don’t think we got too much momentum for the whole game. We got 
some in the last period and the PK kept us in the game.”  

Cole Sillinger watches most of third 

After his high-sticking penalty with 7:06 left in the second, Sillinger 
logged just three more shifts. One lasted four seconds, after he was 
freed from the penalty box, and another lasted three seconds. 

Otherwise, the 18-year old center watched from the bench. 

Larsen said he was looking for better matchups for Sillinger, but the Red 
Wings made it difficult with the last change on home ice.  

Sillinger’s absence was understandable given his age and the fact it was 
only his third NHL game. He started out centering the Jackets' third line, 
skating with Gustav Nyquist and Alexandre Texier, but finished without 
getting on the scoresheet. He skated 9:46 on 13 shifts. 

Jack Roslovic’s hit on Lucas Raymond draws Red Wings’ ire  

Less than a minute after the Blue Jackets failed to convert on a power 
play in the third, center Jack Roslovic drilled Raymond with 8:04 left.  

Roslovic spotted Raymond about to play the puck deep in the Detroit 
zone and sped over to knock him off it. He made contact with Raymond’s 
back and drove the talented rookie headfirst into the glass.   

Roslovic wasn’t penalized, but Bertuzzi and Larkin swarmed him in the 
Columbus zone and began a series of cross-checks and gloved punches 
when the Blue Jackets’ forward fell to the ice. Bertuzzi was assessed a 
roughing minor, putting Columbus back on the power play at the behest 
of the Red Wings and many fans – who loudly booed the officials after 
Jenner cut it to 2-1 with his goal.  

Larsen said he didn’t see Roslovic’s hit on Raymond, which caused the 
Red Wings forward to leave the ice grabbing his left arm in apparent 
pain. Raymond, however, finished the game. 

Red Wings’ Lucas Raymond wins battle of top picks  

The Blue Jackets and Red Wings each had two rookie first-round picks in 
their lineup. Columbus dressed forwards Cole Sillinger (12th overall in 
2021) and Yegor Chinakhov (21st overall in 2020), while Detroit iced 
defenseman Moritz Seider (sixth overall in 2019) and forward Luca 
Raymond (fourth overall in 2020).  

Chinakhov was the only one making his NHL debut, drawing into the 
Jackets’ lineup after Max Domi was sidelined with a fractured rib. He 
didn't notch a point on the scoresheet, but had a great scoring chance 
denied by Greiss off a feed from Jack Roslovic. 

Raymond’s night was a bit more memorable.   

The skilled Swedish forward finally got a puck past Korpisalo at 6:17 of 
the third, rifling a wrist shot over Korpisalo’s glove on the short side to 
cap a rush with Larkin – who got him the puck. It was Raymond’s first 
NHL goal and opened the floodgates a crack against the Jackets’ 
backstop.  

Bertuzzi made it 2-0 less than three minutes later with his fifth goal of the 
season. Larkin earned his second assist and Raymond got the 
secondary helper for his second point.  

No rematch for Zach Werenski, Dylan Larkin 

During the Blue Jackets’ initial trip to Detroit last season, Larkin secured 
tickets to the Jan. 18 game for his parents and Werenski’s parents. Only 
limited family and friends were allowed to attend because of COVID-19 
protocols, so it was a friendly gesture between longtime buddies.  

The game, however, got a little crazy at the end and a scrum broke out 
around the Blue Jackets’ net with 55.4 seconds left and Columbus 
leading 3-1. Shortly after Korpisalo made a save off a blast by former 
Red Wings forward Anthony Mantha, tempers flared and fists began 
flying.  

Korpisalo took a swing at a Red Wings player. Mantha clocked Korpisalo 
with a forearm. Oliver Bjorkstrand and Bobby Ryan paired off into a fight. 
And then everybody noticed two good friends squaring off behind the net.  

It was Larkin and Werenski, who appeared to have a smile on his face.  

“I pushed Bobby Ryan into Korpi,” Werenski said. “Puck ended up going 
in, there was a scrum and then I’m kind of holding Dylan back. And as a 
joke I was like, ‘You want to go?’ like, kind of kidding. And he’s like, ‘Oh, 
(expletive), let’s just fight.’ And then I was like, ‘Alright, we’ll fight,’ It’s a 
good story, I guess.”  

They didn’t talk about it until this past offseason.  

“We talked about it once,” Werenski said. “We were at a bachelor party, 
actually, and it got brought up. So, we just told both sides of it and it was 
pretty funny. But we haven’t talked about it since. It’s the only time.”  

Blue Jackets’ three stars  

First  

Joonas Korpisalo, goalie  

Korpisalo hadn’t played since the final weekend of the preseason, but 
was on his game from the opening puck drop. It could’ve been a much 
uglier final score without his 41-save effort.  

Second  

Boone Jenner, center  

Jenner finished with a minus-2 rating, but the Jackets’ captain scored the 
team’s lone goal with a nice backhand to cap a power play and won 
64.3% of the faceoffs he took (18 of 28).  

Third  

Yegor Chinakhov, right wing  

He didn’t score a goal or get on the scoresheet with an assist, but the 
Russian rookie played 12:00, including 1:56 on the power play, and 
finished with two shots and four attempted shots. It took a great save 
from Greiss to keep Chinakhov from scoring.  
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Max Domi's tough break gives Yegor Chinakhov golden opportunity with 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

DETROIT — A golden opportunity has arrived for Yegor Chinakhov.  

Chinakhov, 20, was scheduled to make his NHL debut for the Blue 
Jackets on Tuesday at Little Caesar’s Arena, drawing into the lineup 
against the Detroit Red Wings after another frustrating injury for Max 
Domi — who fractured a rib Saturday against the Seattle Kraken.  

Domi could miss up to a month, and his absence is a chance for 
Chinakhov to prove himself.  

“One thing I’ll say about (Chinakhov) is I think he’s plugged into what 
we’re doing,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “He thinks the game 
really well. Everyone talks about his shot. His shot’s great. He’s got great 
legs. It’s more his details, and that’s what’s going to build trust and get 
him more ice time.”  

Larsen declined to reveal his line combinations prior to the game, so it 
was unknown going into it whether Chinakhov would slot into Domi’s spot 
at right wing with the third group. That’s where he practiced Monday, 
filling in for Domi, but fellow rookie Cole Sillinger centered that line 
through the first two games.   

Rookie Cole Sillinger, 18, and Chinakhov developed chemistry at the 
Traverse City NHL Prospects Tournament, but playing two young rookies 
on the same line in the NHL’s regular season would be entirely different.  

The bigger point is that Chinakhov and his remarkable shot are getting a 
chance to make a dent in the NHL already, after scoring a goal Saturday 
in a 5-4 victory for the Cleveland Monsters.  

“I know he scored from his shot, but I heard that he worked, he was 
smiling, he was excited to play,” Larsen said. “Great to hear from a young 
man going down there (to the American Hockey League). I’m always 
curious to see how they’re going to handle it and he seemed to handle it 
great.”  

Brad Larsen on Max Domi injury: ‘It’s hockey’  

Domi was injured delivering a hit against Seattle’s Adam Larsson in the 
first period of the Jackets’ 2-1 overtime win Saturday. He basically ran 
into a side of beef at a high rate of speed, immediately recoiling in pain 
while the 6-foot-3, 208- pound Kraken defenseman barely budged.  

Domi is a muscular 5-10, 194 pounds, but his ribcage was the issue. One 
of his ribs was fractured in the collision. Domi missed a few shifts, but 
finished the game.   

His absence is a big loss considering how effective he was in the first 
couple of games, including a goal and two assists in the opener against 
the Arizona Coyotes. The Blue Jackets initially weren’t expecting Domi to 
return from offseason shoulder surgery until November at the earliest, but 
he beat that timeline by a full month.  

“He’s (been) on his toes and dangerous,” Larsen said. “Even last game, I 
mean, he finished the game, hurt, and he played through. And he had 
some chances in the third. So, kudos to him to get through that, because 
that’s not an easy thing to do.”  

Zach Werenski ‘really happy’ with extension  

Like most who grow up in the Detroit area, Zach Werenski dreamed of 
playing for the hometown Red Wings. That, plus his childhood friend and 
former University of Michigan teammate Dylan Larkin wearing the 
captain’s ‘C’ for Detroit led to speculation Werenski would sign with the 
Red Wings in July 2023 as an unrestricted free agent.  

There was just one slight problem with that scenario. Werenski wasn’t on 
board with it, signing a six-year contract extension with the Blue Jackets 
this past summer worth $57.5 million.  

“I think when you’re young and your dream is to play in the NHL, it’s to 
play for your hometown team,” said Werenski, who owns an offseason 
home in the Detroit suburb of Grosse Pointe. “You don’t even think about 
the 31 other teams in the league, but now that I’m here and signed long-
term, my family was happy about it. I think all my friends were happy 
about it.”  

Smirking, he continued.  

“I don’t really care what they think, to be honest,” Werenski said. “I’m 
really happy about it, so that’s all that matters.”  
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On the move: Blue Jackets have speed to burn, plan to use it often 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

There remains a void at center ice and the third defense pairing is 
constantly in flux, but the Blue Jackets know exactly what they have in 
one key area.  

They’re really fast. 

“The one thing that stands out is the speed of our forwards and our 
(defensemen) can all skate,” said coach Brad Larsen, whose team is 2-0-
0 after routing the Arizona Coyotes 8-2 on Thursday and edging the 
expansion Seattle Kraken 2-1 in overtime Saturday. “We want our legs 
going all the time.”  

Up front, the Jackets can get turbo boosts from forwards on their second, 
third and fourth lines. On the back end, puck-movers Adam Boqvist and 
Jake Bean are able to turn-and-burn, along with Zach Werenski, whose 
smooth skating often hides how fast he's moving. 

Using all that speed is something they’ll look to do again Tuesday in 
Detroit. They've already had success with it.  

Seattle, an expansion team, bogged down much of that game using 
strong, stout defensemen and a disciplined style aimed at preventing the 
odd-man rushes that overwhelmed the Coyotes. It nearly worked, but the 
Jackets’ speed also led to victory in that game.  

Blue Jackets:Jackets rewarded by speedy fourth line of Kuraly, Robinson 
and Hofmann 

Fourth-line wingers Gregory Hofmann and Eric Robinson, two of the 
NHL’s most unheralded skaters, quickly turned a faceoff win in the 
Jackets’ end into a rush the other way. It ended with Robinson’s first goal 
of the season, which led to overtime and Patrik Laine’s first goal off a 
rush up the right wing.  

“That was the one thing I didn’t see a lot of the game (against Arizona), 
with how we arrived and different things,” Larsen said. “We just didn’t 
have the pace or the legs, but the positive thing is that we pounced on 
things. We made them pay. We created odd-man rushes and then we 
finished.”  

Gustav Nyquist’s goal was a special one  

Gustav Nyquist scored the eighth goal in the Blue Jackets’ romp against 
the Coyotes, but it carried more importance to him than simply tacking on 
another one in a blowout.  

It was the veteran forward’s first goal in 586 days after sitting out all of 
last season while recovering from shoulder surgery. His previous goal 
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was scored March 7, 2020, in Edmonton, extending his goal streak to 
three games leading up to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

“Just overall, I’m happy to be out there,” Nyquist said. “It almost feels like 
I’m starting up my career again, to be honest with you. That part’s been 
great. Even though that was a meaningless goal, it did feel good to score 
one for sure.”  

The Finnish defenseman has returned to the Kontinental Hockey League 
after being suspended and placed on unconditional waivers by the Blue 
Jackets for not reporting to the Cleveland Monsters to start the season. 
After clearing through the waivers process for a second time in less than 
a week, Lehtonen’s one-year contract worth $900,000 was terminated, 
making him a free agent.  

Lehtonen's KHL rights belonged to Jokerit, his Helsinki-based former 
team, but those were traded to SKA St. Petersburg — which announced 
the trade Sunday plus a new four-year contract for the 27-year old blue-
liner. He will be teammates in St. Petersburg with Blue Jackets prospect 
Kirill Marchenko, a forward drafted in the second round (No. 49) of the 
2018 draft. 

Lehtonen rose to prominence in the KHL with Jokerit in 2019-20, scoring 
17 goals and adding 32 assists for a 49-point effort through 60 games. 
He added 1-3-4 in six playoff games and became a player NHL teams 
began to pursue as a free agent.  

The Blue Jackets expressed interest in signing him, but Lehtonen was 
reportedly turned off by the depth of defensemen in Columbus at the 
time. He signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs instead, contributing three 
assists in nine games before being traded to the Jackets for goalie Veini 
Vehvilainen, a sixth-round pick (2018).  

Lehtonen received more ice time in Columbus, but had less success. He 
finished last season with three assists in 17 games for the Blue Jackets, 
who re-signed him in the summer to a one-way deal. Lehtonen went to 
training camp hoping to secure a regular NHL role, but sustained a lower-
body injury early in the preseason, struggles in the Jackets’ final 
preseason game and didn’t make the final roster cut.  
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Blue Jackets forward Max Domi out two to four weeks with rib fracture 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Forward Max Domi is expected to miss two to four weeks with a rib 
fracture, the Blue Jackets announced Monday evening. 

Domi has been placed on injured reserve.  

In Saturday's overtime win over the Seattle Kraken, Domi appeared to 
suffer an injury in the first period while attempting to hit Kraken 
defenseman Adam Larsson. Domi was in discomfort on the bench and 
missed a few shifts, but returned to the ice before the period ended. 

Domi missed more time in the second period after being pulled by the 
NHL's concussion spotters for a concussion test, but finished the game 
and coach Brad Larsen said he expected Domi to be fine. 

"I think he’s going to be fine," Larsen said. "He got winded there. He tried 
to move a big body there in Larsson and he didn’t move much. I think it 
got him a little bit. And then, he actually got called, in the second period, 

by the concussion (protocol). He was fine, but when the league does it, 
it's mandatory." 

The Blue Jackets were off Sunday and Domi didn't practice Monday 
before being placed on injured reserve. 

In June, Domi had surgery to repair a torn labrum in his right shoulder 
and was expected to miss four to six months but recovered in time to be 
healthy for the start of the season. Through the first two games, he has a 
goal and two assists.  
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Blue Jackets rewarded by speedy fourth line of Kuraly, Robinson and 
Hofmann 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The Blue Jackets’ forward lines are in flux, but one might already be a 
keeper.  

It’s Sean Kuraly's fourth line, which includes speedy wingers Eric 
Robinson and Gregory Hofmann. Their speed led to Robinson’s tying 
goal Saturday in the third period of the Jackets’ 2-1 overtime victory 
against the Seattle Kraken at Nationwide Arena.  

“I think that line’s got a ton of potential,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen 
said. “I really do, as far as the energy they can bring. There’s big bodies. 
They can skate. Huge goal for us, obviously, getting the (tying goal), and 
they provided some really good minutes for us tonight.”  

The play that ended with Robinson scoring began in the Columbus zone, 
where the trio of forwards began every one of their shifts. Kuraly won a 
faceoff to defenseman Scott Harrington, who spotted Hoffman at the blue 
line gaining a head of steam. Hoffman got the puck, carried it through the 
neutral zone and had it chipped off his stick to Robinson.   

After carrying into the right circle of the Seattle zone, Robinson 
unleashed a laser that beat goalie Philipp Grubauer inside the far post, 
tying it 1-1 on his first goal of the season. Hofmann earned his first NHL 
point with the primary assist and Harrington collected his first point of the 
season with a secondary helper.  

Kuraly nearly scored in the second period, but missed just wide of the 
right post off a rush right down the slot.   

“We’re all pretty fast guys, so we need to be moving our legs,” Robinson 
said. “If we’re on the same page there, we can be a really effective 
forechecking line, hunting (defensemen) and getting right in their pockets 
and causing havoc for them, being able to spend minutes in the offensive 
zone that way.”  

Split decision on Patrik Laine  

According to a statistical breakdown via NaturalStatTrick.com, Laine was 
dominant against the Kraken.   

During his 17:09 of 5-on-5 time, the Blue Jackets were plus-five in 
scoring chances (8-3), plus three in high-danger chances (4-1) and took 
59% of the shot attempts. They also outshot the Kraken 6-3 in those 
minutes.  

Laine did start his shifts in the offensive zone 83% of the time, helping 
boost some of those numbers, but his overall stat profile was impressive. 
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Larsen disagreed, saying he felt the towering goal-scorer lacked energy 
on a number of shifts.  

“I thought he fought it today,” Larsen said. “It wasn’t one of his better 
games, but you just keep throwing him out. And those guys, the goal 
scorers, they like the big moments and he came up big for us.”  

Laine's best scoring chance prior to overtime was a breakaway in the 
second period, but Grubauer stopped his backhand with a skate save 
and quickly denied Zach Werenski’s follow off the rebound. Laine made 
sure Grubauer didn’t rob him in OT, putting his wrist shot from the right 
wing under the goalie’s glove on the short side for the winner.  

“Hopefully that feeds into him and gives him some more energy,” Larsen 
said. “He did have a tremendous camp and tonight he was fighting it 
early, it looked like. For a couple shifts there, it looked like he was using 
a left-handed stick instead of a right … but it happens. So, you stick with 
it.” 

Max Domi gets injury scare  

Domi’s speedy return from offseason surgery on his right shoulder was 
remarkable, rejoining the Blue Jackets’ lineup a month ahead of 
schedule. He got a scare, however, in the first period against the Kraken.   

After lining up Seattle defenseman Adam Larsson, Domi appeared to 
hurt himself after delivering a hit with his left shoulder. Larsson didn’t 
budge, Domi recoiled and soon skated back to the bench for 
assessment. He didn’t miss his next shift, but missed his line’s final twirl 
in the first.   

Domi also missed two shifts in the second, which Larsen said was part of 
the NHL’s concussion protocols. After passing that assessment, he 
finished the game.  

“I think he’s going to be fine,” Larsen said. “He got winded there. He tried 
to move a big body there in Larsson and he didn’t move much. I think it 
got him a little bit.”  

Yegor Chinakhov called up 

The Blue Jackets recalled right wing Yegor Chinakhov from the 
Cleveland Monsters Sunday. 

The move came one day after Chinakhov, 20, made his North American 
pro debut, recording a goal and a shot in the Monsters' 5-4 overtime win 
over Syracuse 
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Five Blue Jackets observations: Ugly night in Detroit, center issues 
surface already, and more 

 

By Aaron Portzline Oct 20, 2021 

 

DETROIT — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 4-1 loss to Detroit 
on Tuesday in Little Caesars Arena: 

1. Motown beat down 

If not for goaltender Joonas Korpisalo’s stellar performance, the Red 
Wings would have rolled the Blue Jackets by a touchdown or more. This 
was ugly with a capital “ugh.” 

The Jackets got away with a lousy first. They miraculously got away with 
an even more dreadful second period (outshot 18-5). It wasn’t until the 
third period that Korpisalo could no longer hold the fort. 

The Red Wings scored two goals just 2:36 apart in the third, and though 
the Blue Jackets briefly had life after Blue Jackets captain Boone 
Jenner’s power-play goal with 7:09 to play — they had no business being 
down only one goal — Detroit added two empty net goals to end it. 

“We weren’t getting to loose pucks, we weren’t skating in the first period,” 
Jenner said. “They took it to us there pretty good and at times throughout 
the game. Korpi gave us a chance, but we weren’t able to generate 
enough. 

“We needed to put the puck in areas where we’d be better able to get it 
back and use our legs a little bit more. They’re a fast team. We knew it 
was going to be a fast game. They had more jump.” 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen totally revamped his forward lines after 
swapping rookie Yegor Chinakhov into the lineup for Max Domi, who is 
expected to miss two to four weeks with fractured ribs. 

It was clear in Saturday’s 2-1 overtime win over Seattle that Larsen was 
growing weary of his line combinations — all except the fourth line — but 
the tweaks last night did not create any offensive spark. 

The Blue Jackets generated just 23 shots on goal, barely half of the Red 
Wings’ total (45). Honestly, it didn’t seem that close. 

“We were slow the whole game,” Larsen said. “It wasn’t just the start. 

“They were way hungrier. We chased the game the whole night.” 

2. Struggles at center revealed 

Over the course of 82 games, every roster flaw is revealed. It took three 
games for the Blue Jackets’ collection of centers to run aground. 

On opening night, the Blue Jackets centers were Alexandre Texier, Jack 
Roslovic, Cole Sillinger and Sean Kuraly. For those scoring at home, 
that’s two converted wingers, an 18-year-old rookie and a career fourth-
liner. 

Larsen hinted at sweeping line changes, and he did not disappoint. 

Texier keeps getting top-line opportunities and keeps squandering them. 
Larsen pulled him off the No. 1 line before last night’s game and started 
him on the right side of a line with Sillinger and Nyquist. 

Jenner ended up in Texier’s spot, between Patrik Laine and Jakub 
Voracek, and ended up playing 25:07 — more than two minutes more 
than his previous career high — and taking 28 of the Jackets’ 63 
faceoffs. 

Meanwhile, Sillinger had his first tough night in the NHL. Larsen benched 
him for the entire third period with the exception of one brief power-play 
shift. He played only 9:46, put no shots on net and won 2 of 8 faceoffs. 

“We tried to shuffle some lines,” Larsen said. “There were three or four 
times when I tried to get (Sillinger) out (in the third period), and then it 
was the power play or penalty kill, just the situation. 

“It was one of those games where he was fighting it, for me. He’ll be fine. 
It’s one of those games, and he wasn’t the only one, but we felt like he 
was kind of struggling tonight.” 

Larsen didn’t view the game as a setback, just a speed bump. 

“He’ll learn. He’s a resilient kid,” Larsen said. “We’ll talk and we’ll move 
forward.” 

3. Korpisalo’s season de-beauty 

The Blue Jackets have said that Korpisalo and Elvis Merzlikins will both 
get a chance to earn playing time with their play, that the long-term 
contract extension for Merzlikins does not mean he’ll own the cage 
without merit. 

Korpisalo plans to keep them to their word. He stopped 41 of 43 shots 
and didn’t let anything past him until Lucas Raymond scored off the rush, 
beating Korpisalo high glove. 
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“I don’t even think I have to say anything,” Larsen said. Then he went 
ahead and said something. 

“He was outstanding. He was the only reason we had a chance to stay in 
it. He was our best player. It wasn’t even close.” 

Korpisalo’s last outing was a preseason game Oct. 8, 11 days ago. 

“I felt good from the get-go,” Korpisalo said. “Comfortable. The guys let 
me see the puck. 

Korpisalo had been 6-0-0 versus the Red Wings in his career entering 
the game. 

4. Chinakhov’s debut 

Chinakhov opened on the Blue Jackets’ second line, playing right wing 
on a line with Roslovic and left winger Oliver Bjorkstrand. 

But he played just 12 minutes, had two shots on goal, two missed shots 
and a minus-1 rating. His best scoring chance came with about five 
minutes left in the first period when he and Roslovic embarked on a two-
on-one. 

Roslovic set Chinakhov up on the doorstep, but his shot was denied by 
the left pad of Red Wings goaltender Thomas Greiss. 

“I actually thought he was OK,” Larsen said. “He was at least skating. 
Jack makes a nice play over to him, and if he gets it up, he probably gets 
his first. Great save by (Greiss). 

“(Chinakhov) skated pretty well tonight. For his first hockey game, he was 
one of the bright spots for us.” 

5. Snacks 

The only smiles all night for the Blue Jackets came when defenseman 
Andrew Peeke wiped out behind the Blue Jackets net and lost the blade 
from one of his skates. It took a shove from Korpisalo to get him started 
toward the bench, but Peeke tried to generate more push with the faulty 
boot to great comic effect. He eventually flopped to the ice in front of the 
bench before getting pulled to safety. … The Blue Jackets missed a 
chance to start 3-0-0 for the first time in franchise history. … Larsen was 
trying to become the third Blue Jackets coach (Doug MacLean, Claude 
Noel are the others) to win his first three games. … Raymond’s goal was 
the first of his NHL career. … Roslovic nearly touched off a melee with a 
third-period hit-from-behind on Raymond, the No. 4 pick in the 2020 draft. 
Both Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi jumped Roslovic, prompting Blue 
Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov to step him for Roslovic. … The 
Blue Jackets flew back to Columbus last night. They’ll skate at noon 
Wednesday in Nationwide Arena. 
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Auston Matthews’s performance will dictate whether the Maple Leafs 
succeed or fail this season 

 

Cathal Kelly 

6-8 minutes 19/10/2021 

 

After Auston Matthews had fluffed an empty netter in overtime, the 
cameras panned in on him on the bench. He had the look of a man trying 
to figure out what it all means. For a second there, you were staring into 
the soul of a pro athlete confronting self-doubt. 

But after Monday’s game – Matthews’s Leafs’ debut following off-season 
wrist surgery – he was as buoyant as he ever gets. 

He said all the right things about being happy to be back, about feeling 
the energy of the crowd, about his chemistry with “Mitchy.” If they gave 
out degrees in the Sports Cliché Arts, Matthews would be the emeritus 
chair. 

Now into his sixth year, Matthews is starting to get the hang of how 
things work here – everything the Leafs do is simultaneously the most 
important thing ever and, because it never amounts to anything, sort of 
meaningless. 

Matthews’s return was piped in like a triumphal march. He came, he 
played, he didn’t quite conquer. The Leafs lost. Huzzah! 

Now on to a glorious regular season that is an extended prelude to the 
Most Important First Round Playoff Series of All Time. Somehow, the 
next six months will be interminable and frenzied – a trick only the Leafs 
can manage. 

“All or Nothing”: that’s what they say about the team (presumably 
because “Nothing” doesn’t have the same ring). This is the only benefit to 
constant failure in professional sports – your customers find a way to live 
with, and even enjoy, your mediocrity. 

But the one guy you get the sense has something to lose this season, as 
well as something to prove, is Matthews. 

At 24, he’s not young by NHL standards any more. Based on his 
statistics, he’s in his prime. He’s the best, most expensive player on a 
front-loaded roster that cannot get it done. He’s nearly halfway through 
his five-year deal. 

Does anybody think Matthews is coming back for more if this doesn’t 
work out inside that five-year window? 

So there’s pressure-point number one – urgency. For the first time, you 
can really hear the current roster’s countdown clock ticking. 

Pressure-point number two is expectation. Toronto has expected a lot 
from Matthews from the go, and he has occasionally delivered. Enough 
to earn himself mulligans for his post-season vanishing acts and off-ice 
embarrassments. 

But now America is beginning to discover Matthews. 

He got full shampoo-and-blowout profile treatment from ESPN in the pre-
season. That piece described Matthews in Christ-like terms 
(“transcendent”). There was a lot of stuff in there about his friendship with 
Justin Bieber and no stuff in there about his late-night run-ins with 
security guards. 

You could feel the hands of the league and its new broadcast partners at 
the Worldwide Leader in Sports coming together in fiduciary friendship: 
“We have found an American, and he is marketable.” 

If the NHL is going to increase its sales reach in the U.S., it needs a 
native son to front the operation. It would help if that American was on a 
team that could make it past the first round of the playoffs. If he can’t 
manage that, then forget it. 

A complication/opportunity this year is the Beijing Olympics. Before the 
Games start, Matthews will be the star turn on Team U.S.A. This is 
pressure-point number three – the boy becomes a man. 

If he plays well and the U.S. excels, Matthews will from that point on be 
perceived as a fully formed player. An Arizonan Sidney Crosby. 

Once that happens, all his youthful-folly escape clauses vanish forever. If 
Matthews can’t make America and Toronto winners in the same year, he 
will get tagged as a me-first guy who only cares about his image back 
home. 

If he doesn’t play well in China, that’s worse. Now he’s a bust on both 
sides of the border. The Leafs have been sold a bill of goods by a guy 
who’s great when it doesn’t matter, and invisible when it does. 

Either way, Matthews and the Leafs begin their playoff journey two 
months after Beijing – soon enough that whatever impression he makes 
in China will be fresh in people’s minds. 
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Though Matthews feels more of the squeeze than anyone else, it’s not 
because it’s all his fault. The Leafs’ Big Four have, each in their way, 
failed. 

But Matthews is the only one who got a call from ESPN saying, “We’d 
like to describe you in terms usually reserved for the heads of major 
religions and then photograph you in all of your favourite outfits,” and he 
said yes. 

If you want the spoils of fame, then you’re going to have to take the 
criticism that goes along with it. A lot of athletes don’t get that basic 
social math. One hopes Matthews does. 

There is one easy solution – win two or three playoff rounds. That solves 
all problems, and makes Matthews what the NHL would like him to be – a 
closer. 

But let’s say that doesn’t happen. 

Then Matthews embarks on a new journey of blame and recrimination – 
one that non-ESPN poster boys Mitch Marner and William Nylander 
won’t be joining him on. 

The Leafs can’t lose again and get away with shrugging their shoulders. 
In order to avoid civic strife, something will have to change. No one’s 
trading Matthews, but that only means he gets to stick around and 
absorb all the fans’ frustration. 

That’s the final pressure point – time travelling. 

In everyone’s mind, the Leafs are already in May, 2022. The base is 
already trying to figure out what about Tampa in the playoffs? Or Boston? 
Is this guy good enough? Shouldn’t we trade that guy? Or everyone? 
Wouldn’t a whole new team be a good idea? 

The hysterical stuff would normally start floating around a team at the 
trade deadline and then again a couple of weeks before the playoffs. 
With the 2021-22 Leafs, it will be omnipresent. 

If you care about the Leafs, it’s a great time to be alive. This entire 
campaign will feel fraught in ways the regular season almost never does. 

But if you are the star forward on that team making a play to become the 
NHL’s face in America, that has the potential to go wrong in ways you 
probably haven’t even imagined yet. And you’ve seen some things go 
wrong. 
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‘It’s fun being up here:’ Leafs backup Michael Hutchinson excited to be 
back with the team, no matter his role 

 

By Mark Zwolinski Sports Reporter 

Tue., Oct. 19, 2021 

 

Jack Campbell and Michael Hutchinson are like brothers in one important 
way. Campbell, the Leafs’ starter, and Hutchinson, his backup while Petr 
Mrázek is injured, are positive and supportive. 

Hutchinson, who is likely to start one of the Leafs’ back-to-back games 
against San Jose and Pittsburgh this weekend, sounded like Campbell 
when asked about his latest opportunity Tuesday. 

“Every time you get a chance to come up here, it’s special,” Hutchinson 
said. “It’s unfortunate that Petr is hurt, but it’s fun being up here, and it’s 
fun being around the guys. It’s an exciting team and it’s exciting being a 
part of it.” 

Campbell will likely play four or the five games Mrázek is expected to 
miss over the next couple of weeks, but it won’t hurt to have another 
player in Hutchinson happy to pump the tires of his teammates. That 

likely starts with Campbell, who has stopped 82 of the 86 shots he has 
faced and, among goalies with at least three starts through Monday, 
leads the league with a 1.18 goals-against average and a .953 save 
percentage. 

Campbell’s stellar start can be linked in part to the Leafs’ defensive play 
through four games. He has faced just 21.5 shots per game, including 
two in the second period Monday night. 

Still, there is a nervousness about the back end of the current tandem. 
Hutchinson had a solid 4-2-1 record last season (with a 3.11 GAA and a 
.919 save percentage), but he is 10-14-2 in his career with the Leafs. He 
still would have been the Leafs’ choice to back up Campbell when 
Mrázek was injured. but another injury situation and the team’s salary-
cap limitations prevented the Leafs from calling him up immediately. 
Instead, GM Kyle Dubas had to sign university goalie Alex Bishop to a 
one-day tryout contract. 

Bishop, a 24-year-old University of Toronto student, was the backup to 
Campbell for Saturday’s game against Ottawa. 

“I’ve skated with Alex and it was nice to see a kid who puts so much work 
into (the game) get the opportunity (to join the Leafs),” Hutchinson said. 

The 31-year-old Hutchinson is well-versed in the day-to-day nuances of 
being a depth piece and a backup goalie. He must be ready to go despite 
long periods where he doesn’t play, and he is immediately questioned 
and criticized if he has a bad game. 

He and the Winnipeg Jets’ strength coach came up with an idea to help 
him stay prepared when he was there in 2017-18. 

“In my last year with the Jets, I ended up coming into a lot of games in 
relief,” Hutchinson said. “Success was kind of up and down, whether you 
felt good or not going in. 

“Usually, you don’t feel good as a goalie, especially if you are coming in 
late in the second period, or early in the third. You’ve been sitting around 
forever, and I always explain it as having to imagine you are sitting in a 
car ride for two hours, without moving, and then getting out and someone 
telling you to go do sprints. 

“So I talked to the strength coach in Winnipeg, and we decided to try 
lifting weights between periods instead of after games. So I did my lifting 
with half my equipment still on, and it kept me ready to go out there. It 
gave me a better chance to go out there with a good feeling.” 
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Leafs prospect Nick Robertson out at least 10 weeks with broken leg 

 

By Mark Zwolinski Sports Reporter 

Tue., Oct. 19, 2021 

 

Nick Robertson’s injury news never seems to be short term. 

The Maple Leafs prospect is dealing with another long-term injury, 
learning Tuesday that he suffered a “non-displaced fracture of right 
fibula” and will be out for a minimum of 10 weeks. 

Robertson suffered the injury Sunday in a blowout loss with the Marlies 
against the Manitoba Moose. The Marlies, in a release, said he won’t 
require surgery. 

“It’s very unfortunate and you feel for him,” Maple Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe said after practice Tuesday. “As hard as he works and as 
committed as he is, it’s tough to see that happen. But I also know … if 
anybody is going to work their way through that and bounce back, he is.” 
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Robertson made his debut with the Leafs in the 2019-20 post-season, 
scoring against Columbus to become the first 18-year-old to score a 
playoff goal for Toronto since Ted “Teeder” Kennedy did it in 1944. 

He was sidelined last season on two occasions, which limited his AHL 
season to 21 games. 

Robertson had two assists in two games with the Marlies so far this 
season. 

The 20-year-old was drafted in the second round, 53rd overall, in the 
2019 draft. 
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The San Jose Sharks likely won’t be able to sever ties with Evander 
Kane anytime soon 

 

By Chris Johnston Special to the Star 

Tue., Oct. 19, 2021 

 

If there was any doubt about the challenging road ahead for Evander 
Kane and the San Jose Sharks, it became unmistakable within an hour of 
the NHL handing the veteran forward a 21-game suspension for a 
COVID-19 protocol violation this week. 

Kane swiftly released a statement through the NHL Players’ Association. 
He apologized to the organization and his teammates, acknowledged 
making a mistake and said, “When my suspension is over, I plan to 
return to the ice with great effort, determination, and love for the game of 
hockey.” 

The Sharks, who have stood by Kane through a considerable amount of 
turmoil including his bankruptcy, a lawsuit over unpaid gambling debts 
and numerous off-ice allegations, notably made no mention of the future 
in their own statement Monday night. 

They expressed “extreme” disappointment in Kane’s “disregard for the 
health and safety protocols” and added that there would be no comment 
on his status with the team before the suspension concluded with a game 
at Chicago on Nov. 28. 

It leaves a little less than six weeks for general manager Doug Wilson 
and his staff to navigate a tricky situation. This is a dilemma. As much as 
a fresh start might be best for all involved, the path to getting there isn’t 
exactly clear. 

The most notable part of the NHL’s hefty suspension is that it stands as 
the only discipline Kane will face after reportedly submitting a fake 
COVID-19 vaccination card. The Sharks don’t have the option to void or 
terminate what’s left of his contract, according to two well-placed 
sources, and any attempt to do so would almost certainly be met with an 
immediate challenge from the NHLPA. 

Kane is forfeiting $35,000 (U.S.) per day while serving his suspension but 
will still be owed roughly $24.5-million over the next three-plus years 
once it ends. He won’t be walking away from it. 

But he is virtually untradeable, despite coming off a season where Kane 
led the Sharks with 22 goals and 49 points in 56 games. His contract 
allows him to name just three teams where San Jose is permitted to 
trade him, creating a severely restricted marketplace. And attempts to 
move him this summer were unsuccessful. 

The 30-year-old has seen his reputation take a major hit in recent 
months, even though separate NHL investigations failed to substantiate 
allegations from his estranged wife, Deanna, that he committed domestic 
assault and bet on his own games. 

Kane was kept away from Sharks training camp last month because 
those investigations were ongoing, and he doesn’t seem likely to be 

welcomed back by teammates. Kevin Kurz of The Athletic reported in 
August that several San Jose players wanted him gone after last season, 
citing a “‘disrespect for team rules, such as being late for practices and 
games.” 

There was no evidence the sentiment had shifted when they took 
questions from reporters ahead of Tuesday’s visit to Montreal. Veteran 
defenceman Marc-Édouard Vlasic was asked if there was a path for 
Kane to return and replied: “We’ll see once the suspension is over.” 

Captain Logan Couture said he wasn’t aware of any Sharks players 
having even spoken to Kane recently and didn’t mince words on the 
protocol breach. 

“It’s obviously disappointing, but it’s out of my control,” Couture said. “It's 
out of our control.” 

The renewed focus on Kane’s situation arrives as the Sharks are looking 
to put the recent past behind them. They’ve got an older core still in place 
but have welcomed five rookies into the lineup, including 19-year-old 
William Eklund, who picked up his first career NHL point in a season-
opening victory over Winnipeg. 

The questions about Kane will probably have stopped by the time they 
make their way through Ottawa, Toronto, Boston and Nashville in the 
days ahead but the situation still will be unresolved. 

As a player on a one-way contract, the Sharks could elect to pass Kane 
through waivers and assign him to the American Hockey League — 
although that’s not a likely outcome since they share facilities with the 
Barracuda. He’d still be around. 

Perhaps they’ll instead try to work out an arrangement where Kane is put 
on leave and continued to be paid until his contract can be bought out in 
the summer. That wouldn’t come with much actual savings — $5 million 
in total dollars — but it would sever ties. 

Beyond that, the only options are finding a trade partner or bringing him 
back to the team once the suspension is served. 

“We’ve got a while to deal with this,” Sharks coach Bob Boughner told 
reporters Tuesday. “I think this is going to be a decision that is first made 
by management and ownership. After that, I think it trickles down.” 

They’ve got time, but not many avenues to walk down. Especially if the 
intention is to keep Kane from playing another game in teal. 
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Keefe laments latest injury to Maple Leafs prospect Robertson: "I feel for 
Nick" 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021 

 

Nick Robertson’s tough luck with injuries isn’t letting up. 

The Toronto Marlies winger — and one of the Maple Leafs’ top prospects 
— is expected to be out of action for a minimum of 10 weeks after he 
suffered a non-displaced fracture of his right fibula on Sunday against 
Manitoba. 

Robertson fell awkwardly to the ice as he fought for the puck during the 
Marlies’ 5-0 loss versus the Moose at Coca-Cola Coliseum. The Marlies 
tweeted that Robertson will not require surgery. 

Not only is the prolonged absence a blow for Robertson, it potentially 
takes a chunk out of the Leafs’ depth. Had Robertson skated to a good 
start with the Marlies, he would have put himself in a position to be 
recalled by the Leafs in the event of injuries with the NHL club. 
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“I feel for Nick,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “It’s tough luck for him. 
He is coming off a good camp and I know he was excited to have a good 
season. I watched the first game of the Marlies, and I thought he looked 
good. 

“It’s very unfortunate. A guy that works as hard as he does and is 
committed as he is, it’s tough to see that happen. But I also know 
because of how hard he works and the commitment that he has that, if 
anybody’s going to work their way through that and bounce back, he’s 
going to do it. These things happen and you have to find your way 
through it.” 

The setback for the 20-year-old Robertson comes after he endured 
several injuries during the shortened 2020-21 season, when he suffered 
a knee injury, dealt with a lingering groin-abdominal issue and suffered a 
concussion. 

As a result, Robertson never was able to get completely on track. In six 
games with the Leafs, Robertson had one assist, and in 21 games with 
the Marlies, he had five goals and 11 assists. 

In two games this season, Robertson, the Leafs’ second-round pick in 
2019 (53rd overall), has two assists. 

RETURN OF HUTCH 

Keefe confirmed that goaltender Michael Hutchinson, back with the Leafs 
following the groin injury to backup Petr Mrazek, will get a start in 
Toronto’s back-to-back set this week. 

The Leafs are at home to face the San Jose Sharks on Friday before 
taking on the Penguins in Pittsburgh on Saturday to start a three-game 
trip that includes stops in Carolina and Chicago. 

“Every time you get a chance to come up — it’s an unfortunate situation, 
Petr being hurt — it’s fun being up here, it’s fun being around the guys,” 
Hutchinson said. “I’m excited to continue moving forward with the guys 
and just doing my part to help everyone get better and win as many 
games as possible.” 

As it turns out, Hutchinson has a connection with University of Toronto 
goaltender Alex Bishop, who was signed to a one-day amateur tryout 
contract on Saturday to back up Jack Campbell against Ottawa. Salary-
cap restrictions tied the Leafs’ hands for a day, and Hutchinson then was 
recalled on an emergency basis from the Marlies. 

“We skated with the same goalie coach (Jamie McGuire) growing up in 
Toronto and I’ve skated with him before,” Hutchinson said, referring to 
Bishop. “Everyone’s goal is to make the NHL, but it doesn’t happen for 
most people. It’s nice for him to get a really cool life experience with all 
the hard work he put in to his own game.” 

Hutchinson made sure to send Bishop, through McGuire, a message of 
congratulations. 

Campbell, among the busiest goalies in the NHL through the first week of 
the regular season, got most of the practice off to rest, departing after 
initial drills. 

“It’s simply managing his workload,” Keefe said. “It was going to be a 
heavy day for goaltenders in terms of the number of shots and type of 
shots that were going to be coming, so we didn’t think it was necessary 
for him to go through that. It’s important, managing your goaltenders.” 

Through NHL games Monday night, only Philipp Grubauer of the 
expansion Seattle Kraken had played more minutes than Campbell. Yet 
22 goalies had allowed more goals than Campbell, who has stopped 82 
of 86 shots. “He is a hell of a goalie, he is a hell of a competitor out there 
and he pushes himself to the limit every night,” Mitch Marner said of 
Campbell … How quickly has Auston Matthews climbed the Leafs’ 
franchise list for goals? Matthews’ next goal will be his 200th, which will 
tie him with Charlie Conacher for 13th in Leafs history. As long as he can 
stay healthy, Matthews won’t have a problem breaking into the Leafs’ top 
10 this season. In 10th is Ted Kennedy, who scored 230 goals in a 
Toronto uniform … Through four games, John Tavares has won 57 of his 
82 faceoffs (69.5%). David Kampf, continuously lauded by Keefe for his 
smarts, has won 41 of 63 (65.1%). 
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Sheldon Keefe would like Maple Leafs to gift themselves more goals with 
greater net-front presence 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021  

 

Roll up the sleeves and get a little dirty. 

That’s the approach that Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe would like 
his team to keep in mind when they return to game action on Friday. 

While Keefe generally is satisfied (and we acknowledge complete 
satisfaction is never accomplished in the National Hockey League) with 
the club’s play through its first four games, the win-loss record probably 
should have a little more weight in the W column. 

In each of the Leafs’ two losses in going 2-1-1 to start, the club was 
better than its foe, but was stymied by the opposing goaltender. 

On Monday, it was the New York Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin, who made 40 
saves in a 2-1 New York win in overtime; last Thursday in Ottawa, the 
Senators’ Anton Forsberg stopped 46 shots in a 3-2 Sens victory. 

“Really, you can say what you want, hot goalie, whatever,” Leafs 
defenceman Jake Muzzin said on Tuesday, “but when we have chances 
to score, we have to make it harder on the goalie to see the puck.” 

That was one of the thrusts for Keefe at practice on Tuesday. The Leafs 
will have a day off on Wednesday before returning to practice on 
Thursday for final preparation to play host to the San Jose Sharks in a 
rare Friday-night home game, and the coach wanted to put his players in 
a proper frame of mind. 

The Leafs have scored five goals at five-on-five. They’re capable of a lot 
more than that, even if they have had superstar Auston Matthews for just 
one game. 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe wants his team to make life more 
difficult on its opponents. Friday night versus what should be a tired San 
Jose Sharks club would be a good start to get some offence going. USA 
TODAY SPORTS 

The final drill in practice on Tuesday involved trying to earn and capitalize 
on scoring opportunities from the hash marks in, with plenty of traffic in 
front of the netminders. 

“We can’t control the goaltender’s performance, necessarily,” Keefe said. 
“We can control how difficult his game may be. 

“(On Monday) night, we generated a lot of scoring opportunities, a lot of 
very clean looks. We don’t want them to always be so clean. We need 
other people to get around the net, we need to get some deflections, we 
need to get loose pucks in around the cage. 

“There’s a lot of things that we can do that can help influence things 
offensively for all of our lines.” 

Some of the focus has fallen on Mitch Marner and captain John Tavares, 
as it should. Neither has scored a goal, with Marner contributing one 
assist and Tavares two. 

Keefe said he has sensed “no frustration” in Marner, who has not put the 
puck in the net in his past 12 games, including the seven-game series 
against the Montreal Canadiens last May. Marner is paid to be a 
difference-maker, and that’s not happening with regularity. 

Marner was a bit impatient with the line of questioning after practice on 
Tuesday. Marner spoke of getting scoring chances. How does he get 
those to fall for goals? 

“Hope the puck goes in, passes the goal line,” Marner said. 
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Anything else? 

“Don’t want to force anything, stay patient with the puck like I have been 
doing, chances will come,” Marner said. 

Now that Matthews is back, you would expect Marner to provide 
production steadily. And you have to think that Nick Ritchie, who has no 
points and just four shots on goal through four games, will start putting 
some stock into the good things his teammates have been saying about 
him. 

The Sharks are bound to be a tired group in their lone visit to Toronto in 
2021-22. They’ll be playing the second game of a back-to-back set and 
for the third time in four nights, following matches in Montreal on Tuesday 
and Ottawa on Thursday. 

“I look at the bigger picture and some of the things we can do to try to 
make life a little bit harder on the goalies,” Keefe said. “Competing in that 
space, putting pucks into that area, trying to get your stick free, fighting 
for positioning, that’s all part of it.” 

The Maple Leafs were down a man on Tuesday. 

Winger Ondrej Kase didn’t practise after he took a shot off the foot 
against the New York Rangers the previous night. 

“He will get it assessed and we don’t have all the information at this 
point,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “We won’t know more until he 
gets more (X-ray) pictures. He may be good to go in practice (on 
Thursday after an off-day on Friday) or it might be a day-to-day thing.” 

Michael Amadio took Kase’s place on the third line with centre David 
Kampf and Alex Kerfoot. 

Defenceman Justin Holl, meanwhile, was glad to miss just one game with 
a cold and not, of course, because of a case of COVID. Holl returned 
versus the Rangers after sitting out against Ottawa on Saturday. 

“Physically felt really good,” Holl said. “It’s a different world (with COVID) 
than a couple of years ago, when you would show up and you would play 
sick and no one would say anything and think anything of it. You have to 
be a little more conscious of it and more responsible.” 
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TRAIKOS: Let's wait at least another week before Habs fans replace GM 
Marc Bergevin with Patrick Roy 

 

Michael Traikos 

Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021 

 

The timing was curious — if not more than a little coincidental. 

As Jesperi Kotkaniemi prepared for his much-anticipated return to 
Montreal after signing a contentious $6.1-million offer sheet with Carolina 
in the summer, a report surfaced out of a Quebec-based newspaper 
suggesting that GM Marc Bergevin’s tenure with the Canadiens is all but 
over. 

Not only that, but according to La Voix de l’Est, owner Geoff Molson has 
tabbed Patrick Roy as a possible replacement, having reportedly met 
with the Hall of Fame goalie several times already. 

C’est what? 

In case anyone forgot, we’re just a week into the season. And while the 
last-place Canadiens haven’t looked like the team that beat Toronto, 
Winnipeg and Vegas en route to the Stanley Cup final, you’d think that 
the team would be given at least until the end of the month before 
reporters and fans starting calling for Bergevin’s head. 

At the same time, what did you expect? 

This is what happens when you overachieve one year and then start the 
following year with an 0-3 record, having lost to Toronto, Buffalo and the 
New York Rangers by a combined score of 10-3. 

This is also what happens when you come out of the off-season losing 
not only Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but also Shea Weber and Phillip Danault 
and Carey Price. And when you make the tone-deaf decision of drafting a 
player in the first round who requested to be removed from the draft 
because of a sexual-assault charge. 

Frankly, this is part of the business of working and playing in Montreal. 

This isn’t Carolina. Maybe this is why Kotkaniemi wanted out. And why 
Bergevin, who reportedly had a chance to re-sign with the Canadiens in 
the summer, is now being linked to taking over Rob Blake’s job in Los 
Angeles. 

As for Kotkaniemi, he tried his best not to sling any mud as he spoke to 
reporters ahead of Thursday’s return to Montreal. 

“I have really good memories from there,” said the 21-year-old in a Zoom 
call on Tuesday. “You know, really grateful that they drafted me and gave 
me a chance. It was a great spot to play for a few years. They have 
unbelievable fans, great teammates. I couldn’t wish for any better way to 
start my career. 

“I think it worked out pretty well. We got to the Stanley Cup final. That 
was a pretty good run.” 

Most fans had expected that run to last more than just three years. After 
all, the No. 3 overall pick in the 2018 NHL entry draft was just starting to 
find his game last season, as well as his confidence, having scored five 
goals in 19 games during Montreal’s run to the final. 

While it wasn’t quite enough to make fans forget that Bergevin passed up 
on selecting Brady Tkachuk or Quinn Hughes for a skinny centre out of 
Finland, Kotkaniemi had at least graduated from being thought of as a 
first-round bust to a potential second-line centre. All the Habs had to do 
was re-sign him and keep letting him develop alongside Nick Suzuki and 
Cole Caufield. 

But then, out of nowhere, the Hurricanes presented an offer sheet that 
seemed like retaliation for the offer sheet that Bergevin attempted one 
year earlier on Carolina’s Sebastian Aho. Rather than match it, Bergevin 
said “au revoir” and then picked up Christian Dvorak from Arizona in a 
trade. 

When asked why he signed the offer sheet, Kotkaniemi offered little 
insight his thought process. 

“I think everyone has their own opinion on that. I think I just did what was 
best for me at the moment,” he said. “I feel like I’m part of this team right 
now. I belong here.” 

When asked if he was glad Montreal didn’t match the contract offer, 
Kotkaniemi again refused to speak on hypotheticals. 

“That’s a question I can’t answer,” he said. “I feel that’s a little 
inappropriate.” 

Equally inappropriate are the reports the Canadiens are already looking 
around for Bergevin’s replacement. How soon we forget that this is 
someone who received the most first-place votes for the Jim Gregory 
Award as the top general manager in the NHL last year. You’d think that 
sort of recognition would have bought him at least a month — if not 
another season. 

At the very least, he deserves more than a handful of games. It’s not like 
Montreal is the only team that has stubbed its toe out of the gates. 
Chicago went into Tuesday night’s game against the New York Islanders 
searching for its first win of the season, with reigning Vezina Trophy 
winner Marc-Andre Fleury having posted an obscene 7.06 goals-against 
average. 

Winnipeg, which many picked as a Cup contender, is struggling. The 
same goes for Vegas. As good as Toronto has been, Mitch Marner has 
yet to score a goal. That’s a little concerning. But it’s not cause for putting 
him on the trade market. 
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Whether the Canadiens are going through a slump or simply coming 
back down to Earth after overachieving last season, they deserve more 
time before heads start to roll. That being said, it probably wouldn’t hurt 
Bergevin’s job security if they beat Carolina on Thursday. 

“That was one game on my schedule that I looked out for,” said 
Kotkaniemi. 

He’s not the only one. 
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Maple Leafs prospect Nick Robertson suffers broken leg 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Oct 19, 2021 

 

The Toronto Marlies winger — and one of the Maple Leafs’ top prospects 
— will be out of the action for a minimum of 10 weeks after he suffered a 
non-displaced fracture of his right fibula on Sunday against Manitoba. 

Robertson fell awkwardly to the ice as he fought for the puck during the 
Marlies’ 5-0 loss versus the Moose on Sunday afternoon at Coca-Cola 
Coliseum. The Marlies tweeted that Robertson will not require surgery. 

The latest injury setback for the 20-year-old Robertson comes after he 
endured several injuries during the shortened 2020-21 season. 
Robertson suffered a knee injury, had a lingering groin-abdominal issue 
and suffered a concussion. As a result, he never was able to get 
completely on track. In six games with the Leafs, Robertson had one 
assist, and in 21 games with the Marlies, he had five goals and 11 
assists. 

In two games this season, Robertson, the Leafs’ second-round pick in 
2019 (53rd overall) has two assists. 

The Leafs are scheduled to practise on Tuesday at the Ford 
Performance Centre following a 2-1 overtime loss against the New York 
Rangers on Monday. 
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The Athletic / Re-drafting the NHL class of 2020: Tim Stützle moves up 
ranking, plus the biggest changes in one year 

 

By Corey Pronman  

Oct 19, 2021  

  

We are coming up on one year since the 2020 NHL Draft, and while the 
hockey world’s schedule was not in keeping with a normal season, there 
was a lot we learned about the players selected. 

So now I take a look at how this class has changed with a new ranking of 
how I would order the players if drafting them today. 

Evaluations are based on prior seasons, so any new information from 
NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other leagues 
has not been incorporated. 

For re-entry prospects, they are eligible to be ranked in the year they 
were drafted, not previous years. 

TIER 1: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Alexis Lafrenière, LW (No. 1 pick) 

Lafrenière is still the top player in this draft class, although the confidence 
in which I say that has dwindled significantly in the past 12 months. He 
has dynamic skill and sense, competes very hard and has a lot of scoring 
ability. But his pace adjustment to the NHL was a concern. Given how 
much offensive skill he has and how long his track record of excellence 
is, you have to have him at No. 1 for one more season. 

TIER 2: Projected NHL All-Star 

Tim Stützle, LW (No. 3 pick) 

Tim Stützle had a great 2020-21 season between his NHL and world 
juniors performances, showing a dynamic combination of skating and 
playmaking ability to go with a strong effort level on the ice. What was a 
widely-held consensus of Lafrenière being the best player in this class a 
year ago has become an open question thanks to the play of Stützle. 

TIER 3: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Jamie Drysdale, RHD (No. 6) 

Quinton Byfield, C (No. 2) 

Byfield remains an excellent prospect who you can easily foresee being a 
core center for the Kings for a very long time. Big men who can skate as 
well as he does with his skill are not easy to find, and although he had an 
up and down season, you see so much talent in his game that he’s still a 
projected top player. 

The story of this tier is Drysdale elevating a bit after a fantastic rookie pro 
season where he exceeded all reasonable expectations. He’s an elite 
skater with a great offensive brain and projects to be a top player for the 
Ducks shortly. 

TIER 4: Projected top of lineup player or top tier starting goaltender 

Lucas Raymond, LW (No. 4 pick) 

Jake Sanderson, LHD (No. 5 pick) 

Anton Lundell, C (No. 12 pick) 

Yaroslav Askarov, G (No. 11 pick) 

Cole Perfetti, C (No. 10 pick) 

Raymond and Sanderson were both top-five picks and remain in that 
conversation a year later. Askarov and Perfetti were both highly thought 
of going into the draft, as well. 

The biggest mover in this group is Anton Lundell. After a good but not 
amazing draft season, Lundell elevated back into the prospect many saw 
coming up at younger ages with a great season between Liiga and 
international play. He looks like a great two-way center with high-level 
skill — even if the skating still isn’t great. 

TIER 5: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Seth Jarvis, C (No. 13 pick) 

Alexander Holtz, RW (No. 7 pick) 

Rodion Amirov, LW (No. 15 pick) 

Braden Schneider, RHD (No. 19 pick) 

Dawson Mercer, C (No. 18 pick) 

Marco Rossi, C (No. 9 pick) 

Holtz moves down a tier after a tough season in Sweden. He has 
tremendous skill, and can make and finish plays, so there’s still a lot to 
like about this player even though he needs to work on adding pace to 
his game. 

Braden Schneider moves up a tier after being the best defenseman in the 
WHL last season, showing great mobility and physicality for a 
defenseman with size to go with some offense. You can confidently 
project him as a top-four defenseman. 
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Rossi is a tough projection. He was a tier higher but due to a scary 
COVID-19 complication last season his projection has more uncertainty 
than a year ago. If he was draft-eligible, I would guess he’d go 
somewhere around this slot due to those risks. 

TIER 6: Projected middle of lineup player or starting goaltender 

Dylan Holloway, C (No. 14 pick) 

Lukas Reichel, LW (No. 17 pick) 

Thomas Bordeleau, C (No. 38 pick) 

Brendan Brisson, LW (No. 29 pick) 

Lukas Cormier, LHD (No. 68 pick) 

John-Jason Peterka, LW (No. 34 pick) 

Connor Zary, C (No. 24 pick) 

Kaiden Guhle, LHD (No. 16 pick) 

Jack Quinn, RW (No. 8 pick) 

Justin Barron, RHD (No. 25 pick) 

Mavrik Bourque, C (No. 30 pick) 

Marat Khusnutdinov, C (No. 37 pick) 

Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD (No. 20 pick) 

Egor Sokolov, RW (No. 61 pick) 

Daemon Hunt, LHD (No. 65 pick) 

Ridly Greig, C (No. 28 pick) 

Jake Neighbours, LW (No. 26 pick) 

Ozzy Wiesblatt, RW (No. 31 pick) 

Topi Niemela, RHD (No. 64 pick) 

Hendrix Lapierre, C (No. 22 pick) 

Justin Sourdif, RW (No. 87 pick) 

Noel Gunler, RW (No. 41 pick) 

Roni Hirvonen, C (No. 59 pick) 

Devon Levi, G (No. 212 pick) 

Bordeleau and Cormier had great seasons, which elevated them from B-
level prospects into the top 20 from this class. Bordeleau is a highly 
skilled center whose skating impressed me more than previous years. 
Cormier is a highly mobile and intelligent defenseman who dominated the 
QMJHL last season. 

Two Minnesota prospects elevated a tier in Khusnutdinov and Hunt. 
Khusnutdinov is undersized but is a great skater who works hard and has 
offense. Hunt is a good skating defenseman who can play physical and 
move the puck well enough. 

Ottawa re-entry pick Sokolov was great as a rookie pro. He has heavy 
feet but his size, skill and shot are great NHL assets. Toronto prospects 
Niemela and Hirvonen are on the edge of this tier, but both had strong 
seasons, particularly with Finland’s U20 team. Buffalo prospect Levi is a 
tough case due to his limited playing time last season, but when healthy 
the past two years, he’s looked quite promising even as an undersized 
goalie. 

TIER 7: Projected to play NHL games 

Roby Jarventie, LW (No. 33 pick) 

Tyson Foerster, RW (No. 23 pick) 

Sam Colangelo, RW (No. 36 pick) 

Dylan Peterson, RW (No. 86 pick) 

Yegor Chinakhov, RW (No. 21 pick) 

Jacob Perreault, RW (No. 27 pick) 

Tristen Robins, RW (No. 56 pick) 

Daniel Torgersson, LW (No. 40 pick) 

Brock Faber, RHD (No. 45 pick) 

Tyler Kleven, LHD (No. 44 pick) 

Zayde Wisdom, RW (No. 94 pick) 

Daniil Gushchin, LW (No. 76 pick) 

Maxim Groshev, LW (No. 85 pick) 

Donovan Sebrango, LHD (No. 63 pick) 

Jack Finley, C (No. 57 pick) 

William Dufour, RW (No. 152 pick) 

Ryan O’Rourke, LHD (No. 39 pick) 

Matt Kessel, RHD (No. 150 pick) 

Calle Clang, G (No. 77 pick) 

Artyom Galimov, C (No. 129 pick) 

Jan Mysak, LW (No. 48 pick) 

Luke Evangelista, RW (No. 42 pick) 

Yan Kuznetsov, LHD (No. 50 pick) 

Joel Blomqvist, G (No. 52 pick) 

Leevi Merilainen, G (No. 71 pick) 

Vasili Ponomarev, C (No. 53 pick) 

Sean Farrell, LW (No. 124 pick) 

Emil Andrae, LHD (No. 54 pick) 

Theodor Niederbach, C (No. 51 pick) 

Kasper Simontaival, RW (No. 66 pick) 

Drew Commesso, G (No. 46 pick) 

Landon Slaggert, C (No. 79 pick) 

Connor McClennon, RW (No. 178 pick) 

Eemil Viro, LHD (No. 70 pick) 

Brett Berard, LW (No. 134 pick) 

Artur Ahktyamov, G (No. 106 pick) 

Wisdom, Dufour and Kessel are later round picks who elevated in the 
year since the draft into prospects who look like they have real chances 
to play NHL games. Wisdom is a very competitive forward with skill but 
isn’t the biggest or quickest. He was fantastic versus men for an 18-year-
old. Dufour is a big winger with some puck game who can score. Kessel 
was a large part of UMass’ championship run. As a re-entry prospect, 
he’s interesting as a big, right-shot defenseman who can move and shoot 
the puck and make stops — even if his skating isn’t amazing. 

TIER 8: Has a chance to play games 

Mason Lohrei, LHD (No. 58 pick) 

Jeremie Poirier, LHD (No. 72 pick) 

Cross Hanas, LW (No. 55 pick) 

Brandon Coe, RW (No. 98 pick) 

Helge Grans, RHD (No. 35 pick) 

Wyatt Kaiser, LHD (No. 81 pick) 

William Wallinder, LHD (No. 32 pick) 

Luke Prokop, RHD (No. 73 pick) 
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Ian Moore, RHD (No. 67 pick) 

Ty Smilanic, C (No. 74 pick) 

Tyler Tulllio, RW (No. 126 pick) 

Albin Sundsvik, C (No. 160 pick) 

Luke Tuch, LW (No. 47 pick) 

Gunnarwolfe Fontaine, LW (No. 202 pick) 

Lukas Svejkovsky, LW (No. 108 pick) 

Adam Wilsby, LHD (No. 101 pick) 

Ronan Seeley, LHD (No. 208 pick) 

Zion Nybeck, RW (No. 115 pick) 

Axel Rindell, RHD (No. 177 pick) 

Kasper Puutio, RHD (No. 153 pick) 

Dmitry Zlodeyev, C (No. 175 pick) 

Isaak Phillips, LHD (No. 141 pick) 

Bodgan Trineyev, RW (No. 117 pick) 

Will Cuylle, LW (No. 60 pick) 

Samuel Knazko, LHD (No. 78 pick) 

Carson Bantle, LW (No. 142 pick) 

Aatu Jamsen, LW (No. 190 pick) 

Jean-Luc Foudy, C (No. 75 pick) 

Jaromir Pytlik, C (No. 99 pick) 

Gage Goncalves, C (No. 62 pick) 

Thimo Nickl, RHD (No. 104 pick) 

Veeti Miettinen, LW (No. 168 pick) 

Ryan Francis, RW (No. 143 pick) 

William Villeneuve, RHD (No. 122 pick) 

Eamon Powell, RHD (No. 116 pick) 

Tanner Dickinson, C (No. 119 pick) 

Amir Miftakhov, G (No. 186 pick) 

Dylan Garand, G (No. 103 pick) 

Daniel Ljungman, C (No. 154 pick) 

Ben McCartney, LW (No. 204 pick) 

Emil Heineman, LW (No. 43 pick) 

Elliot Desnoyers, LW (No. 135 pick) 

Jacon Truscott, LHD (No. 144 pick) 

Adam Raska, RW (No. 201 pick) 

Jack Thompson, RHD (No. 93 pick) 

Rory Kerins, C (No. 174 pick) 

Declan McDonnell, RW (No. 217 pick) 

Garin Bjorklund, G (No. 179 pick) 

Anton Johannesson, LHD (No. 133 pick) 

Lohrei is the most interesting name in this group who is right on the 
bubble of the next tier. He’s a big defenseman who was the best at his 
position in the USHL as a 19-year-old, showing a high level of puck skill 
and playmaking ability. I question his skating, but if he continues to 
impress in college this season, he will elevate quickly on the next 2020 

list. That logic applies similarly but less so to Poirier, Hanas and Coe, 
who all have talent but have been very inconsistent. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Why NHL players and teams are agreeing to more 
long-term contracts 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Oct 19, 2021   

 

You get an eight-year deal. And you get an eight-year deal. And you get 
an eight-year deal. And you and you and you! 

Long-term deals have been in vogue the last few months in the NHL, with 
Charlie McAvoy, Ryan Pulock, Nick Suzuki, Mika Zibanejad and 
Aleksander Barkov all doing max extensions in the last couple of weeks 
while Brady Tkachuk did a seven-year deal. 

That comes after an offseason where Colton Parayko, Sean Couturier, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Darnell Nurse, Adam Pelech, Brayden Point, Gabriel 
Landeskog, Seth Jones and Miro Heiskanen also got eight-year deals 
while the likes of Dougie Hamilton and Zach Hyman did seven-year max 
contracts as UFAs. 

I think back to NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly during the 2012 
lockout and saying the hill he was going to die on was trying to limit term 
on contracts to five years. The league had to settle for eight. 

You can understand why the league has always felt some of these long-
term deals are risky. 

And yet you can make the argument some of these max deals will end up 
being bargains for teams. 

That’s really the gamble here in these uncertain times as the NHL 
economy is still prying its way out of the pandemic wilderness. Teams 
are betting some of these contracts will age well as the cap finally 
(hopefully?) goes back up while players are taking the security that’s on 
the table given the unpredictable forecast ahead. 

And so what we’ve seen over the past few months is an interesting set of 
circumstances that has brought teams and players together on mutually 
wanting long-term deals despite doing it very much with different 
motivations. 

“Most of these contracts are for young stars just out of entry-level signed 
through the prime of their careers. A few are D entering free agency in 
their 20s who also have many prime years left,” said veteran agent J.P. 
Barry, who did Hamilton’s mega-deal in New Jersey. “This is the low 
point of the cap and it will no doubt be higher when most of these players 
otherwise would be entering free agency.” 

As agent Todd Diamond points out, you have to separate the RFA deals 
from the UFA deals we’ve seen. But still, there’s max term being used in 
both instances right now. 

“I think for UFAs, the teams feel in the long run these are good deals and 
the players are generally getting them a year early so they’re kind of de-
risking their careers in many cases,” said Diamond, who just signed 
Barkov to an eight-year extension. 

“Obviously in Sash Barkov’s case, the Viola family (Panthers owners) 
stepped up big in a major way ($72 million in signing bonus money) and 
that was our way to kind of bridge the gap knowing that we’re in a flat-
cap world for the next couple of years and knowing that the Panthers 
have a lot of buyout money next year. So we had to find ways to make 
everyone happy and ownership doing that got us across the finish line.” 

As for younger RFAs, Diamond feels teams are being aggressive term-
wise, betting on core players outplaying their AAV. 
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“It’s very hard to replace players like that in trades. Maybe these deals 
look high-priced now but in three years maybe it’ll be a good deal for the 
team. That’s generally the nature of long-term deals. You’re only signing 
in the environment of that day.’’ 

On the one hand, there’s a smaller body of work when you’re giving long-
term deals to young players like Suzuki and Tkachuk. On the other hand, 
you’re less worried about their age at the end of it. 

Meanwhile, the Islanders know exactly what they have in top-four 
blueliners Pelech and Pulock, both 27, but the risk in each getting eight-
year extensions is how their games and bodies will fare near the end of 
each deal. 

Eight-year deals aren’t perfect, but it’s what made sense to Isles GM Lou 
Lamoriello. 

“I think you have to look at the CBA the way it is today and not knowing 
where it’ll be tomorrow once it gets to the point where there’s a 
renegotiation,” Lamoriello said Monday. “You see this happening in all 
leagues. So you really don’t know what will transpire, what free agency 
will be and where it will come and how it will affect whatever you’re doing. 
With the situation with reference to long-term contracts, unfortunately I 
think we all knew that eventually the magnet of knowing a team can go to 
eight years, seven outside your own team, would eventually take place 
and all it would take is a couple of them to start it. Then it becomes the 
thing to do because it’s negotiation on both sides.” 

Keeping the year-by-year salaries flat in each contract, no fluctuation, 
was also important to the Isles for budgetary planning purposes. 

“That was very important to me,” Lamoriello said. 

But of course, eight years means there’s risk on both sides. Did the 
players leave money on the table? Is the team going to regret years 
seven and eight of each deal when the player is in his mid-30s? 

“I think it’s a risk-reward,’’ Lamoriello said. “But I think you start off first of 
all with the player and the organization. Is the organization happy with 
the player and what he’s shown up to this point to make this decision and 
is the player happy with the organization, which direction they’re going, is 
it where they want to spend just about the rest of their career? Once you 
get that, then you work out what a fair number is. There’s a lot of different 
systemic parts to these discussions and there’s a risk on both sides. But 
it’s worth it when you make that decision, both the player and the team.’’ 

And every team has its own specific reasons, too. For the Senators, the 
Tkachuk contract was a big-time message about the club’s intention to 
build a winner on the heels of also signing Drake Batherson to a six-year 
deal and Thomas Chabot to an eight-year deal over the past two years. 

“We feel that they’re (Chabot, Batherson and Tkachuk) core pieces in our 
group and we want to make sure that these guys are signed as long term 
as possible,” Sens GM Pierre Dorion said Monday. “We feel it’s our 
window in being a serious Cup contender and I think it just brings stability 
and credibility to our organization.” 

All three players are young. Odds are all three will end up outplaying their 
AAV over time. But Dorion says you have to be careful always thinking 
that’s the case with every young RFA. You have to do your homework on 
your own players. 

“You never know, no one can predict the future here,” said Dorion. 
“Dealing in hypotheticals is something that can lead people to making 
bad decisions. But I believe you have to forecast, I believe you have to 
plan ahead and with 31 other teams, it’s planning ahead to spending 
within a cap.  We’ve all seen there can be some uncertainty but in our 
case in Ottawa, we want to make sure we plan ahead and sign important 
pieces as long term as we can and that the players want to commit to 
being here.” 

McAvoy has 76 million reasons not to second-guess his decision. But it’s 
also a reality that in four to five years the market for high-end D like him 
will probably be paying $11 million or $12 million a year. 

But you know what? McAvoy has peace of mind, is signed long-term to 
the team he wanted to stay with, and yeah he’s doing more than OK at 
$9.5 million a year. 

Both McAvoy and the Bruins are winners here. 

“In my opinion, it’s value as it’s money in the player’s pocket and it’s 
value for the team because in five to six years, the player will be 
underpaid because the market will keep going up,’’ said McAvoy’s agent 
Mike Curran. 

Security is a valuable thing. 

“Charlie could have signed a three- or four-year deal but the Bruins 
probably would not have given him $9.5 million because of his rights,” 
said Curran. “Yeah, you can bank on yourself and hit it again in three to 
four years and maybe get your $9-10-11 million, or you can sign today 
and get $76 million and just go focus on winning the Cup. When you look 
at it, how much more do you need, right? That’s from a simplistic 
standpoint, money on the table is better than what could be, not to 
mention time valued money when you get the majority of it in the first few 
years and get it to work for you and make some bucks back.” 

Gerry Johannson negotiated deal for Point and Parayko. No-brainer 
decisions in each case led by security and a desire to stay put. 

“Brayden Point really likes Tampa and Colton really likes St. Louis, so 
when the team comes to you with that kind of contract and it’s a fair, 
reasonable offer with security and you like the place, what else are you 
looking for, really?’’ said Johannson. 

“With Point and Parayko, the teams came right at us with what I felt were 
reasonable offers,” added Johannson. “So could you get more 
(elsewhere)? Sure, maybe. But is it really what you’re looking for? The 
guys have comfort and security and all those other things that go with it.” 

And Johannson gets why teams are doing this with certain players right 
now. 

“It’s hard to find good players who are cornerstones of your team,” said 
Johannson. “So if you have somebody that you like and you like their 
character and how they play and all that stuff, why not sign them if you 
can?” 

Clearly, a lot of GMs agree these days. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ugly loss to Sharks sends Canadiens reeling, scrambling 
for solutions 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 19, 2021, 11:25 PM 

 

MONTREAL — The Montreal Canadiens were undone before four 
minutes of their fourth game of the season were played — and by a 
player who entered the fray with one game of NHL experience and zero 
goals to his name. 

They had no answer for San Jose’s Jonathan Dahlen, who was chosen 
42nd overall by the Ottawa Senators in 2016. The 23-year-old’s markers, 
1:22 and 3:36 into Tuesday’s game, piled up that snowball and sent it 
careening further downhill at warp speed. Nothing the Canadiens did 
thereafter in this 5-0 loss slowed its momentum. 

Four games played, four dropped. One less goal between all of them on 
the season than Dahlen has in his career. 

How sad. 

You know it was a terrible night for the Canadiens when the biggest 
positive they could take home was solace in not being booed by a full-
capacity crowd. This might be one of the few times since 1996 the team 
should be thankful the Bell Centre was short 5,010 fans. 

It might be one of the few times since the building opened that year that 
as few fans were in attendance for a game of consequence, which is 
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something we’d mostly attribute to the Canadiens gaining authorization to 
operate at full capacity just under three weeks ago and luxury 
expenditures down significantly in a pandemic-stricken economy. 

Sadly, vaccine and mask mandates could certainly be a factor as well. 

But the big concern in the Canadiens’ front office should be the trend 
worsens with the quality of the product on the ice not improving 
dramatically and expeditiously. 

The guys on the ice know it needs to happen — right now. 

Remaining Time -1:25 

Petry says Canadiens have played half their games with 'no effort' 

“I think we need get back to basics,” said Jeff Petry. “I think we need to 
put in the effort and make sure that we’re supporting each other. There’s 
so many times where we’re skating away from the puck, we’re leaving 
guys out to dry, we’re not playing as a unit of five, and we’re going to go 
nowhere playing like that. 

“We need everybody to have a better effort and to play a simple game, 
play a hard game. Right now, we haven’t, and we’re on the outside, we’re 
not supporting each other. There’s a lot of things we need to improve on, 
and I think we just (need to) simplify our game and not play a cute game 
because we’re not scoring goals and we’re giving up way too many 
chances.” 

What had the 33-year-old fuming was that, for the second time in four 
games, the effort was nowhere close to what it needed to be. 

Not that the Canadiens entered this one with bad intentions. Down 3-0 to 
start, you know they wanted to play well and win. 

But they froze and, in Petry’s words, “made it easy” on the Sharks. 

Through two periods, the guys in bleu, blanc et rouge hadn’t produced a 
single shot from closer than 20 feet to Adin Hill’s net. They had won just 
eight of 28 faceoffs — and far fewer battles for the puck — and they were 
only moderately better in the third. 

“The game is honest, and it was honest with us tonight,” said Canadiens 
coach Dominique Ducharme. 

The game honestly slapped his Canadiens right in the face, which might 
not be a bad thing considering what’s on the line moving forward — 
teams that get this far off course out of the gate rarely bounce back 
sufficiently to make the playoffs and this one can’t afford to give up any 
more ground. 

Ducharme said that, from down 2-0 early, his team’s disconnectedness 
was a function of chasing the game. He said they were hoping something 
good would happen instead of playing in a way that would enable 
something good to happen and there’s a good lesson to take from that 
going into Thursday’s showdown with the Carolina Hurricanes at 0-4 with 
78 games to go. 

Brendan Gallagher, who’s been with the Canadiens for nine seasons, 
has been through this before and knows what needs to be applied. 

“You can probably, to a man in our locker room, do more,” he said. 

“How you handle these (problems) are kind of what defines your 
character,” he continued. “We’re going through a tough time right now—
you want to be a team that you can count on your character in that locker 
room. Well, now’s the time, but it’s not going to be easy. A lot of people 
are going to turn on us and it’s going to be important in that locker room 
that we don’t. You work to find solutions, it’s never easy to get out of 
these things. It’s very disappointing that it’s happening at the very 
beginning of the year, but this is when you’re challenged. So, you want to 
test yourself? Test yourself in the toughest situations, and that’s what 
we’ve got right now.” 

At least Dahlen and the 2-0 Sharks are headed to Ottawa, leaving one 
less problem for the Canadiens to solve. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' win over Ducks reminder of how quickly 
expectations can change 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 20, 2021, 1:29 AM 

 

EDMONTON -- Not long after his team had beaten the Calgary Flames in 
overtime Monday night, Dallas Eakins began planting the seed with his 
players for the following night’s game in Edmonton. A little something to 
think about on the short flight north. 

"Right after the game I sent all the team a note," he said. "Our mantra, 
and keep saying it to yourself right through to the end of the (Oilers) 
game: No penalties, no penalties, no penalties." 

Fast forward 24 hours, and Eakins and the Ducks were boarding a plane 
for Winnipeg after a hairy 6-5 loss to the Oilers. 

And Eakins’ mantra? 

Ya, the Ducks took six penalties, and gave up two goals to the National 
Hockey League’s best powerplay unit. 

"That’s where we got ourselves in trouble," the Anaheim coach said after 
the game. "I will say this: I’m proud of that group, back to back game 
playing against an elite team and the way we battled and stayed in it and 
kept coming back, never quit. That’s a big step forward for us even 
though we didn’t get the points." 

Leon Draisaitl had a four-point night -- including career goal No. 200 at 
the young age of 25 -- to move into a tie atop the NHL scoring race with 
eight points in three games. Connor McDavid had three points and joins 
his linemate there, next to L.A.’s Anze Kopitar, and the Oilers moved to 
3-0 after rescuing a game that was squandered by the young, exciting 
Ducks. 

"Definitely wasn’t one of our best efforts," said Zack Kassian, who 
chipped in two goals. "The second period was pretty ugly, but good 
teams find ways to win. In years past we would have found a way to lose 
that game." 

For a couple of those "years past," Eakins was the poor sucker standing 
behind the Oilers bench, suffering the final few slings and arrows of the 
Decade of Darkness in Edmonton. 

He coached 113 Oilers games and won just 36 of them, a young coach 
who bit off more than he could chew back in 2013 and ’14, with a roster 
that left Eakins without a prayer. 

"I’m a big believer in adversity and challenges. I’m grateful for my time 
here. It’s made a better person and a better coach," Eakins said. "I’m 
glad I went through it. It checks a lot of boxes as far as maturity, growth, 
and being a better coach and a better person." 

There is some irony that during his tenure in Edmonton, Anaheim was an 
established Western power that would roll through town and steal the 
young Oilers' lunch money a few times a season. Now he’s in Anaheim, 
coaching a young, talented but raw team that will lose more games than 
it wins against these Oilers, a team that has finally reversed the roles 
between the two organizations. 

"McDavid is the best player in the game, and a lot of suffering went into 
getting him," recounted Eakins. "The amount of research that went into 
drafting Draisaitl... Darnell Nurse -- I remember we had a deal on the 
table that would have made us better in the short term (the draft pick to 
Vancouver for Cory Schneider). But MacT (then GM Craig MacTavish) 
held off on it because he wanted Darnell Nurse in that draft. 

"He was going to be damned if he was giving up on that defenceman." 

Today Nurse, Draisaitl and McDavid wear letters here. And Eakins? He’s 
back in rebuild mode, in a quieter place with a lot less pressure. 
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"We’re able to go about our business with not a whole lot of spotlight," he 
said, motioning to a bank of five cameras and about 15 Edmonton media 
members. "When I get back to California, it’ll take three months for me to 
see this many (media) people asking about the team. And with that, 
expectations stay in check. Compared to when I was with the Oilers, and 
the suffering had been going on for quite a long time. The expectations 
were that it was all going to change, but the reality was that the team 
wasn’t ready for it yet." 

Expectations are high in Edmonton, and they should be. The difference 
is, GM Ken Holland has assembled a roster that can live up to that 
pressure. 

For years we watched teams like Vancouver, Anaheim, San Jose or Los 
Angeles lay down something south of their best game against the Oilers, 
yet still end up with two points at the end of the night. On Tuesday, the 
shift in power could not have been more stark, as Edmonton played 
poorly, yet board their charter plane for their first road trip of the season 
with a tidy 3-0 record. 

They’re in Arizona on Thursday night with a very real chance of starting 
the season at 4-0, though a second effort like this one might raise the 
coach’s ire a little bit. 

Was he sour after this game, a 6-5 mistake-laden effort that was fun to 
watch, but not the kind of game Dave Tippett would like to see his team 
employ? 

"Naw, there’s ebbs and flows of a game," he said. "Things you do well, 
things you have to clean up, and in the end I was happy we found a way 
to win. It was kind of a sloppy game… but they can’t all be masterpieces. 
Games where the coach walks away and says, ‘Wow, that was great.’" 

Edmonton lost No. 1 goalie Mike Smith when Devin Shore’s skate 
appeared to hit the back of Smith’s leg during a scramble. The good 
news is that Smith wasn’t playing very well anyhow, and Mikko Koskinen 
came in and was nearly flawless to claim the victory. 

The bad news is that Edmonton has back to back games on Thursday 
and Friday in Glendale and Las Vegas, and they may have to call No. 3 
Stuart Skinner up from Bakersfield. 

"Smitty just tweaked something, and he didn’t want to hurt it any worse," 
said Tippett. "Lower body injury. Day to day." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks return to last season's form with passive display 
vs. Sabres 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 19, 2021, 11:48 PM 

 

The only way for the Vancouver Canucks to escape last season and 
prove they’re better than the team that crashed to the bottom of the 
standings is to be better than that team – be better versions of 
themselves as players. 

For the first three games of this season, they were. Even in Saturday’s 
loss in Detroit, the Canucks largely dominated the Red Wings, badly 
outplaying and outchancing them only to lose on cold shooting and a hot 
goalie. 

But there was nothing redeeming about losing 5-2 Tuesday to the Buffalo 
Sabres. The only commitment they showed was a determination to lose: 
the Canucks followed two mediocre periods with one awful one. 

They led 2-1 through 37 minutes, and as careless and physically 
unengaged as the Canucks were, they remained tied 2-2 going into the 
third period. Tied on the road against what was the worst team in the 

National Hockey League last season. Play one good period, take the two 
points and run. 

Instead, the Canucks surrendered easy goals 23 seconds apart early in 
the third period to Jeff Skinner and Tage Thompson, who may as well 
have been awaiting ice cream cones instead of rebounds as they waited 
in the low slot, so pleasant and unthreatening the space in front of goalie 
Thatcher Demko. 

Having opened their six-game trip to start the season by taking three of 
four points against the Edmonton Oilers and Philadelphia Flyers, the 
Canucks got nothing from the Red Wings or Sabres. 

Those two teams combined last season for 34 wins, a sum exceeded by 
each of the NHL’s top nine teams. The Canucks, of course, won only 23 
times in 56 games. But they won’t win even that many in 82 games this 
season if they play like they did in Buffalo: reckless with the puck, slack 
defensively without it, inert on the power play and just generally slow and 
passive. 

No wonder, with 78 games remaining, coach Travis Green staged on his 
post-game Zoom call what amounted to an intervention or at least a 
challenge. 

“I don't think we were good enough to win tonight -- flat out,” Green told 
reporters. “I don't think we paid a big enough price to win. I thought it was 
a real fast game, back and forth. Both teams were kind of playing a run-
and-gun game (but) I wouldn't classify our team as a run-and-gun type of 
team. We've got some guys that can make some plays, obviously, off the 
rush. But. . . if we're going to try to play that game every night, we're 
going to be in trouble. 

“When I look at the sheet at the end of the night, I think we have nine 
forwards that don't have a blocked shot, eight that don't have a hit. I've 
got to think we didn't pay a big enough price to win tonight.” 

Green’s blunt assessment felt even rawer for the brevity and gritty sound 
quality of his press conference. 

He was far more direct on Zoom than his players were on the ice. 

“I think we skated at times hard,” he continued. “But like I said, there's 
effort to play a nice fast game, and then there's effort that's hard and 
takes bearing down. There's hard areas in the rink you have to play well 
in, and we didn't do that. 

“I thought there were times in our own zone, we got pucks and just threw 
them away. You've got to take responsibility. If you can't play with the 
puck in this league, it's a hard league to play in. We've talked to our 
group about that.” 

Brock Boeser returned to the Canuck lineup for the first time since a 
mystery injury nearly three weeks ago ended his pre-season and cost 
him the first three games that counted. But the departure of top 
defenceman Quinn Hughes more than offset Boeser’s return and 
continued a theme of absenteeism that has existed since Vancouver’s 
training camp began. 

Beyond having a handful of injuries, the Canucks played most of the pre-
season without Hughes and Elias Pettersson, who finally signed new 
contracts on Oct. 3. And now Hughes is hurt and Pettersson is stuck on 
one goal and one even-strength point through four games. 

Green said Hughes “was close to playing tonight. I don't expect him to be 
out long -- if at all -- next game.” 

With Hughes’ undisclosed injury pushing skilful rookie Jack Rathbone 
farther up the lineup, Green also decided to remove Kyle Burroughs from 
the defence to allow veterans Brad Hunt and Luke Schenn to get their 
first games. 

Both struggled, although they had lots of company. 

Bo Horvat and Justin Dowling scored for Vancouver, the latter on a re-
made third line centred by J.T. Miller. Demko faced 42 shots, tailored a 
slow rebound for Skinner on the tie-breaker at 3:33 of the third period 
and got twisted trying and failing to keep the puck out on Thompson’s 
goal at 5:56. 
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Last in the NHL last season, the Sabres are 3-0 for the first time since 
2009. The Canucks, on Tuesday at least, merely looked like the 2020-21 
version. 

“I think we have to play with urgency each and every game,” Boeser said, 
pointless in 19:09 of ice time but with three shots on target. “We've all 
said that we weren't happy with last year, so it's definitely frustrating to 
start like this.” 

One of the newcomers, Dowling said: “I wouldn't say it's concerning. 
We've got a lot of new faces in the room; we're still trying to learn each 
other's tendencies on the ice. It's not going to be the smoothest of 
transitions. But I think one thing that should be there is effort and the will 
to battle. I think we kind of lost that tonight.” 

The Canucks visit the Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday before ending 
their opening odyssey Saturday in Seattle where the expansion Kraken 
play their inaugural home game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sharks coaches, players unsure what happens next with 
Evander Kane 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

October 19, 2021, 2:20 PM 

 

News came down on Monday that the NHL was suspending Evander 
Kane 21 games for violating league COVID protocols by submitting a 
fake COVID-19 vaccination card. It will stand as one of the more costly 
suspensions in league history, with Kane forfeiting roughly $1.68 million 
in salary until he is eligible to return on Nov. 30. 

And even though Kane led the Sharks in goals (22) and points (49) last 
season, it isn't clear where the player and team go from here. Kane has 
been the focus of several investigations (the NHL also noted that a 
concurrent investigation into allegations of domestic abuse made against 
Kane by his estranged wife could not be substantiated) and there were 
reports from local media that some Sharks players didn't want Kane back 
after last season. 

Kane didn't join the team during training camp as these investigations 
were ongoing and the team won its first game of the season Saturday 
without him. Captain Logan Couture said Tuesday that he has not talked 
to Kane about the suspension and wasn't aware of any other player who 
had. 

"Obviously disappointing, but out of my control out of our control in the 
dressing room. It's an individual decision so nothing we can do," Couture 
said. 

"We've had individual meetings and meetings with the leadership group 
and discussed it just briefly. But our focus is on our room, on Montreal 
tonight and starting off a hard road trip...that'll work itself out. In that room 
it's hockey." 

Added coach Bob Bougher: "We're all disappointed in how he handled 
that. The organization is disappointed. It's something that's happened, 
we can't change it. We gotta move on... 

"We do have a pretty strong leadership group in there. We knew 
something was coming down the line and we knew investigations were 
going on and we've just chosen to, as a group, to put that out of our radar 
and we just have so much work to do here...I don't think it's going to be a 
detriment not bringing it up, not talking about it." 

Kane's $7 million cap hit doesn't count during his suspension, but will 
return to the books when his suspension ends in late November. It's at 
that point we might get an idea of how the Sharks organization wants to 
proceed, or if Kane has a future with the team. 

The problem is that any break up wouldn't be so easy. Kane has another 
three years beyond this one left on his contract and he can't be bought 
out until the summer. According to Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman, the 
league hasn't explored the idea of terminating the player's contract either. 
It would be hard to trade such a lucrative contract right now as well, 
considering more than half the league is already using LTIR and the flat 
cap pressing almost everyone. 

“We’ve got a while to deal with this," Boughner said. "I think this is going 
to be a decision that is first made by management and ownership. After 
that, I think it trickles down. We haven’t even brought that up." 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic was asked if Kane would be welcomed back into 
the dressing room when his suspension expires. 

"We'll see once the suspension is over. I'm not in a position to say if there 
is or isn't. My job is to help the team on the ice." 

How the team proceeds from here is a massive question for a variety of 
reasons, not least of which is how any decision will impact Tomas Hertl's 
next contract. The 27-year-old, and the team's second-highest scorer a 
season ago, is set to become a UFA next summer and if the off-ice 
situation doesn't improve, there is reason to believe he could walk or be 
traded beforehand. 

Kane's absence has also opened up opportunities for some younger 
players in San Jose's system. Johnathan Dahlen (no points), William 
Eklund (one assist) and Jasper Weatherby (one goal, one assist) are all 
under-24 players who cracked the opening lineup and bring new life and 
energy into a veteran room. If Kane returns, it'll provide one less 
opportunity. 

"From a coaching perspective you want to have your best lineup on the 
ice every night and [Kane] did have a great year last year," Boughner 
said. "He was one of our best players. But it's providing an opportunity for 
some other guys. You look at what's happened in training camp, we've 
had guys step up, we've had young guys come in and force our hand and 
make the team and those things may not happen [if Kane situation 
doesn't allow it]." 

Sharks GM Doug Wilson has yet to comment and the team statement 
indicated the organization would not be addressing the situation before 
the end of Kane's suspension. 

The Sharks play 20 more games until Kane is eligible to return -- whether 
or not he actually will play for the Sharks at that point, or how the team 
handles it from there, remains a mystery. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Coleman endears himself in Flames debut, but execution 
issues cost Calgary 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 19, 2021, 9:36 AM 

 

CALGARY – On a night dedicated to saluting the fans, the Calgary 
Flames welcomed their patrons back with an effort rife with 
entertainment. 

Their prized free-agent signing, Blake Coleman, waited just seven 
minutes into his Flames debut to endear himself with a goal. 

Employing the type of tenacious forecheck the team hopes will form its 
identity, the club generated 43 shots on goal and carried one of Darryl 
Sutter’s beloved 2-1 leads into the third period. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Andrew Mangiapane, Elias Lindholm and Johnny 
Gaudreau looked dangerous all night, combining for 19 shots in an affair 
that seemed destined to reward fans with the team’s first win of the year. 
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Alas, the evening didn’t end the way any of the mask-wearing 15,174 on 
hand had hoped. 

A bad line change allowed the rebuilding Ducks of Anaheim to tie the 
game late in the third before youngster Jamie Drysdale silenced the 
gathering in overtime. 

“We only got one point tonight so x’s and o’s and all that may be alright, 
but individuals… you question some of them,” said Sutter after the 3-2 
loss. “Lots of opportunities, but seal the deal. Early in the (5-2 loss) in 
Edmonton too we had lots of chances.” 

All told, the Flames have thrown 90 shots on goal in their two games, but 
have just four goals and one point to show for it. 

Not an ideal start, but a solid base on which to build. 

“Not frustrated,” said Gaudreau when asked about the barrage of 
offensive forays that saw every Flames player except Noah Hanifin 
record a shot on goal. 

“We have 40 shots in both games (47 on Saturday), we’ve just got to get 
in front of the goalie and bear down on our chances. We could have had 
three or five goals there if we find the net there.” 

The first regular season game with fans in the building in 590 days 
opened with a tribute to front-line healthcare heroes that drew a stirring 
standing ovation at its conclusion. 

The traditional opening night introductions for players was altered, as 
each player on the roster was represented instead by a local medical 
worker wearing their jersey. After all the players, 20 were introduced and 
the workers stood spaced out on the ice along the goal line, the team 
skated out to the blue line and faced them. A thank-you video prompted 
the stadium to stand in support, leading into an emotional set of national 
anthems. 

Cue Coleman, who took a good breakaway pass from Gaudreau and 
beat John Gibson to put the hosts up early. 

“One nothing,” said the 29-year-old newcomer when asked what went 
through his head after converting on a night all eyes were on him. 

“It’s obviously a great start. I was excited. I had my (one-year-old) 
daughter (Charlie) in the stands. That’s kind of where my head went, 
honestly. She doesn’t come to all the games, so she’s kind of been my 
good luck charm. It’s a fun thing we have. 

“It was a great start, and obviously it got us going early. It's unfortunate 
we let that one get away. For my first game it was not the result I was 
looking for.” 

Cam Fowler tied the game with a power-play goal late in the first before 
Lindholm converted another beautiful Gaudreau pass, setting the stage 
for the first of many Flames attempts to hold on to a late lead in a low-
scoring affair. 

However, a bad line change allowed Rickard Rakell to convert a nifty 
Adam Henrique pass with seven minutes left. 

A late power play by the Flames was turned away in dramatic fashion by 
Gibson, setting the table for an all-world pass by Troy Terry in overtime 
that Drysdale converted in tight. 

“They scored a power-play goal and we didn’t and we had a big 
opportunity to go up late with the power play,” said Sutter, summing up 
the game. “I thought the first five minutes of the game we were a little 
sluggish, but we had a really good second period. The tying goal was a 
change goal, we didn’t come off at the right time.” 

The game featured one of the more bizarre plays seen at the Dome in 
recent lore, as Tkachuk demonstrated his world class hand/eye 
coordination by leaping up from the bench to bat a clearing pass from 
Mikael Backlund from high out of the air. The puck was clearly destined 
to go over the glass into the stands for a delay of game penalty, which is 
why he jumped to try saving it. 

He was instantly given an interference penalty, which he fully understood 
after seeing a replay and discussing it with the referee. 

Fowler’s goal came on the ensuing power play. 

“Either way it was going to be a penalty,” said Sutter, shrugging. 

“It’s going to be shot out, delay of game, over the glass, or Matthew tries 
to knock it down. It’s a penalty.” 

The Flames leave Wednesday for a five-game roadie out east with just 
one point in two outings. 
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Leafs preach patience as Ritchie finds his footing on top line 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of Friday’s 
home game against the San Jose Sharks. 

After a slow start with his new team,  

feels like his game is rounding into form.  

"It's gotten progressively better," the 25-year-old winger said. "Starting to 
feel pretty good ... Just getting to know the guys I'm playing with and 
getting a little more O-zone time. The more you actually get to play 
games, it helps a lot."  

But Ritchie is still looking for his first point and has only fired four shots 
on net in four games. 

Ritchie has skated alongside Mitch Marner and in five practices so far, 
but Monday night against the New York Rangers marked their first game 
together. 

filled in as the top-line centre in the first three games.  

"For a guy like Ritchie, you are playing on that line and you know you are 
going to have Auston and Mitch playing off of each other," coach Sheldon 
Keefe pointed out. "He is trying to find his place on the line and how that 
all works. That is going to take some time." 

Marner and Matthews finished fourth and fifth in league scoring last 
season. They skate fast and they think the game even faster.  

"They make a lot of good little plays," Ritchie observed. "It seems Mitchy 
finds him for that last shot and you saw that last night. [Auston] whistled a 
few one timers over the net. He'll get that dialled in and those will be 
going in soon."  

Matthews produced eight shots on 16 attempts in his return from off-
season wrist surgery.  

Last season, Matthews and Marner played mostly with , who grew up 
with them in the organization, and future Hall of Famer. Ritchie, 
meanwhile, is still trying to establish himself as a top-six player in the 
league.  

"He's adapted really quick to us," said Marner. "He's around that net. 
He's getting pucks back in the corners and stuff like that. He'll know 
where we are eventually. Obviously, that will take time. We're talking a 
lot. We're talking throughout practices and games, [telling him] where me 
and Auston are going to be, and he's good at those three-foot plays and 
finding us." 

"We still got to work through our chemistry a little bit," Matthews 
acknowledged, "but I thought there were a lot of points in the game 
where we had really good control of the puck and made some good 
plays, created some good chances, and their goalie made some pretty 
good saves." 

'It's gotten progressively better': Ritchie adjusts to Matthews-Marner 
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Nick Ritchie talks about playing alongside Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner and why he feels he's progressing as the games go by. He 
explains why he's usually looking to get Matthews the puck but knows he 
can't be forcing it. 

The Leafs have mustered just eight goals in four games. The team 
doesn't play again until Friday, which provides the coaching staff some 
time to address the issue.  

"Part of what we did today is reflective of how the first four games have 
gone and trying to get some of our scoring going," Keefe said. 
"Something as simple as two-on-one execution is something we are 
talking a lot about, but haven't had a whole lot of time to commit to it. A 
day after a game like this is a good opportunity. You can't stress them 
and expect to push them too hard and be too competitive in terms of five-
on-five situations, so a day like today is a good opportunity for that." 

Toronto had plenty of glorious chances on Monday night but Rangers 
goalie  

was locked in, making 40 saves.  

"You can say what you want, 'Hot goalie,' whatever, but we have to make 
it harder on the goalie to see the puck and it's an area we looked at 
today," defenceman  said.  

"We generated a lot of very clean looks, but we don't want them to 
always be so clean," Keefe added. "We need other people to get around 
the net. We need to get some deflections."  

The only goal that the Leafs scored on Monday came off a strong net 
drive by, who deflected home a pass.  

"We need to get loose pucks in and around the cage," Keefe said. "If you 
look at the type of goal that we did score last night, Bunts just drove the 
back post, we threw it in there, and good things happened for us. 
Sometimes, those are the types of things that need to go for you. If you 
look at the number of clean looks we had — the ones Auston had, Rielly 
on the rebound opportunity, Willy [Nylander] was in alone a couple of 
times — those are the types of things that are going to go in the net. But I 
look at the bigger picture and some of the things we can do to try to 
make life a little bit harder on the goalies." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Offensive touches at practice; Kase absent after shot 
block 

Coming off their overtime loss to the Rangers, the Leafs held a offensive 
minded practice working on quick touches, two-on-one's and shootouts. 
Mark Masters has more on why Jack Campbell exited early and the 
absence of Ondrej Kase. 

Bunting has now scored in consecutive games.  

"He just works every shift," Matthews said. "It doesn't matter who he's 
going up against, he just plays hard and competes, gets under guys skin. 
He's fun to have around the locker room. He's fun to watch on the ice. 
He's been a treat. Just getting to know him, awesome guy. I can't say 
enough good things about him."  

Bunting fired five shots on net, recorded two hits and made the most of 
his 12 minutes and 25 seconds of ice time against the Rangers.  

"He works hard," said Rielly. "He put a lot of effort in during the off-
season and takes a lot of pride in the way he plays. For him to come in 
and skate and compete and battle and score goals, it's a great sign. 
We're all really happy for him. The attitude he brings into the rink every 
day is just one you want to be around and when you're able to add 
people like that, it makes your group better in plenty of ways. So, I'm very 
happy for him. I think all of Scarborough is proud of him by the sounds of 
things." 

Bunting, 26, grew up in Toronto and admired the feisty play of Darcy 
Tucker. Apparently the feeling is mutual. The former Leaf tweeted about 
Bunting following Saturday's game: 

"That was definitely pretty cool," Bunting said. "He played a long time in 
the NHL. He got those greasy goals and he worked hard and he wasn't 
afraid of pretty much anyone out there so if I can play like that and play 
my game and have that secondary scoring, that'd be great."  

'He wasn't afraid of anyone': Bunting appreciates support from Tucker 

Growing up a Leafs fan, Michael Bunting admired the way Darcy Tucker 
combined sandpaper and scoring. And so the Scarborough, Ont. native 
was thrilled to get a shout out from Tucker on Twitter after scoring his 
first goal as a Leaf on Saturday night. Bunting scored another greasy 
goal on Monday. 

Tuesday's practice started with a shootout drill and, again, 

stole the show pulling off a nice move to score on.  

"He's got a lot of nifty moves in him," Marner said. "He's a quick little 
player, and makes some nice, tight moves." 

Sandin also scored a beautiful shootout goal during the Blue-White 
Game in training camp. 

"He always has some moves that you don't expect, especially from a 
defenceman," said goalie 

, who also played with Sandin in the AHL. "He's a little bit shifty. He has 
his one go-to move and then he has a few variations off of that move that 
keeps you on your toes. He's very good at adapting so, as a goalie, if he 
thinks you're cheating one way he'll call an audible and make you look a 
little bit ridiculous out there." 

The Leafs boast some high-end offensive talent, but Sandin is moving up 
the depth chart when it comes to shootout options.  

"He is, for sure," Keefe confirmed. "He and Rielly had two of our best 
goals today. They're options for sure." 

'Shifty' Sandin is moving up Leafs shootout depth chart 

The Maple Leafs spent some time working on shootouts at Tuesday's 
practice and defenceman Rasmus Sandin and Morgan Rielly had 
everyone talking with their beautiful moves. 

After the shootout and one more drill, Campbell departed the ice.  

"Simply managing his workload," Keefe explained. "It was going to be a 
very heavy day today for goaltenders in terms of the number of shots and 
type of shots that were coming. We didn't think it was necessary for him 
to go through that. He did a goalie session [before] practice and then we 
got him out of here. It is a day off tomorrow and then he will get back to it 
after that." 

With 

sidelined by a groin injury, Campbell appeared in all four games during 
the first week of the season.  

"It's nice to get a lot of games early," Campbell said after Monday's 
overtime loss. "It'd be nicer to get the two points, but [my] body's feeling 
great."  

The Leafs play on Friday at home to San Jose and on Saturday in 
Pittsburgh. Keefe confirmed that Hutchinson will start one of those 
games.  

After blocking a shot off his foot on Monday night, winger  

missed practice.  

"We don't have all of the information at this point," Keefe said. "He may 
be good to go in practice [on Thursday] or it might be a day-to-day thing. 
We won't know more until he gets more pictures." 

Marlies left winger Nick Robertson sustained a non-displaced fracture of 
his right fibula on Sunday. He will not require surgery, but is expected to 
be out a minimum of 10 weeks. 

"You feel for Nick," said Keefe. "It is tough luck for him. He is coming off 
of a good camp. I know he was excited to have a good season. I had 
watched the first Marlies game and thought he looked good. As a guy 
who works as hard as he does and is as committed as he is, it is tough to 
see that happen. I also know, because of how hard he works and the 
commitment that he has, if anyone is going to work through that and 
bounce back, he is going to do that. He battled some injuries last season 
as well. This will be no different. As unfortunate as it is, these things 
happen. You have to find your way through it." 
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A decade after his own loss, Boogaard feels sorrow and anger over 
Jimmy Hayes’ death 

 

By Rick Westhead 

 

Len Boogaard felt sorrow and anger when he learned Sunday that former 
National Hockey League player Jimmy Hayes struggled with an addiction 
to painkillers before he died in August with fentanyl and cocaine in his 
system. 

It has been 10 years since Boogaard buried his son, Derek, a former 
NHL enforcer who died in May 2011. Derek died from mixing alcohol and 
the powerful painkiller oxycodone. 

“There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think about Derek, about the 
quirky smile he had where he’d just sit and look at you and then laugh,” 
Boogaard said in an interview with TSN. 

It was with Derek’s memory in the back of his mind that Boogaard said 
he read a Boston Globe column by Dan Shaughnessy on Sunday that 
quoted Jimmy Hayes’ father, Kevin, saying that he had confronted his 
son about his dependence on pain meds last year. 

“I went to him, and I said, ‘I think there might be a problem here with 
pills’,” Hayes told Shaughnessy. “He had had an injury for a while, and I 
think he started taking the painkillers and they get you… He called me 
three weeks later and said, ‘Dad, I’m hooked on these pills. I got injured 
and I started taking them and I never got off.’ And I said, ‘Well, let’s get 
you some help.’ He went to a place up in Haverhill (MA). So, he gets help 
and everything was on the path to recovery I thought. But this [expletive] 
is so powerful.’’ 

Jimmy Hayes was raised in Dorchester, a Boston neighbourhood, won 
an NCAA championship playing for Boston College in 2010, and went on 
to play for the Bruins after being drafted by the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
the second round of the 2008 NHL entry draft. He played seven NHL 
seasons for Chicago, Florida, Boston and New Jersey, scoring 54 goals 
in 334 games. He last played professionally in the American Hockey 
League in 2019.  

Jimmy began regularly using painkillers early on in his NHL career, said 
a person familiar with the matter. 

Boogaard said Hayes’ words about his son’s battle with addiction 
sounded sickeningly familiar. 

In a six-year NHL career before his death in 2011, Derek suffered 
numerous concussions, was sent to drug rehabilitation twice and was 
given copious amounts of medication. During his final two years in the 
NHL, doctors with seven teams gave him 13 Toradol injections. During 
the 2008-09 season alone, he was prescribed 1,021 pills from roughly a 
dozen different doctors, according to his medical records. 

“How many players have to die before the NHL acknowledges that 
there’s a problem?” Boogaard said. “Ten years ago, with Derek, I 
maintained that it was a learning experience for everybody, so that Derek 
didn’t die in vain. Well, we continue to just go through the same thing. 
After me it was Steve Montador’s dad. And now it’s Jimmy’s dad saying 
he wants to bring this to everyone’s attention, so it doesn’t happen to 
everyone else. I guess it’s going to take more players dying, maybe three 
or four back-to-back again, or maybe more, for the NHL to do something. 

“Maybe it has to happen again, God forbid. I know it sounds so callous...” 

Derek Boogaard, Rick Rypien and Wade Belak died over the span of 
several months during the spring and summer of 2011. And while the 
moment seemed like the time for the NHL to reflect on fighting in the 
game, brain injuries and the use of painkillers by players, Boogaard said 
any discussion of those subjects by the NHL was purely superficial. 

“Right off the hop, the NHL pointed the finger at Derek and said he did 
this to himself,” Boogaard said. “There was no interest in the NHL in 
knowing the truth. In fact, the NHL and its teams and doctors did 
everything they could to stop me from getting to the truth. …All I wanted 
was to get to the truth about what had happened with my son.” 

Boogaard said he learned about the circumstance of  Jimmy Hayes’ 
death via an email from Steve Montador’s father, Paul. 

Steve Montador was 35 when he died on Feb. 15, 2015. Paul alleges 
that his son suffered at least 11 documented concussions in the NHL, 
including four in 12 weeks in 2012. In August, a U.S. federal court judge 
ruled that Paul could pursue a wrongful death lawsuit against the NHL in 
state court in Illinois over his claim that the league has allegedly 
misrepresented the dangers of repeated brain injuries while promoting 
and profiting off a culture of violence. He has yet to file a subsequent 
claim. 

Montador played 571 NHL games during a 14-year pro career that 
included stints with the Flames, Panthers, Ducks, Bruins, Sabres and 
Blackhawks. 

Boogaard also filed a wrongful death lawsuit against the NHL. That case 
made its way through appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court before it was 
dismissed in December 2018. A lower court judge had ruled that a 
wrongful death and survivor lawsuit should have been filed by a court-
appointed trustee, not Derek's parents. 

Boogaard said he doesn’t regret facing down the NHL, and he said he 
hopes Kevin Hayes also demands accountability and details from the 
league about his own son’s death. 

“My fight in some respects brought awareness to what is going on,” 
Boogaard said. “The league has not gotten away with this scot-free. 
There has been a public relations cost. And for Jimmy’s father, just don’t 
let it go. Keep being vocal. Keep advocating for your son. Keep calling 
the NHL out. This is not an easy road.” 

Boogaard said he spent years asking state and provincial medical 
regulators for his son’s records. 

“I encountered hurdle after hurdle, roadblock after roadblock,” he said. “In 
the end we got what we needed to show what was going on, to prove 
what happened with Derek.” 

Boogaard said Derek’s medical records established that he faced no 
fines, sanctions or other penalties after he repeatedly violated the terms 
of an agreement he signed after being released in 2010 from a drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation facility, and that his repeated violations included 
testing positive for opiate and stimulant drugs, admitting to making illegal 
purchases of narcotics, and for missing randomly scheduled drug tests. 

The issue of painkillers has remained topical in the NHL. 

In December 2020 in the TSN documentary "The Problem of Pain," 
former NHL players Ryan Kesler, Kyle Quincey and Zenon Konopka said 
that they regularly were given painkillers and the anti-inflammatory drug 
Toradol during their playing careers by team doctors and trainers. The 
three players said they were never told about the potential long-term 
consequences of repeated use. 

In the same story, 17 NHL players told TSN that they had used Toradol 
for more than five days in a row, which is the recommended maximum. 

Still, NHL and NHLPA officials alike have said that the sides have 
strengthened their drug testing program during the 10 years since 
Derek’s death. 

In 2016, the NHL and NHLPA agreed for the first time to screen the 
samples of all drug-tested players for recreational drugs because of 
concerns over a rise in players testing positive for cocaine. 

“The program is much better now than it was 10 years ago?” Boogaard 
said. “Tell that to the Hayes family.” 
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After stint in Calgary, Ward embracing new role with Ducks 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

When Anaheim Ducks head coach Dallas Eakins was looking to add to 
his staff over the off-season, one of his main requirements was that the 
new hire have NHL head coaching experience. 

Geoff Ward, who was let go by the Calgary Flames partway through last 
season after taking over following Bill Peters’ resignation in Nov. 2019, 
immediately came to mind. 

Eakins, now in his third season as head coach and seventh with the 
Ducks organization, reached out to a few people in the hockey world to 
do a background check. One of the people Eakins called was Flames 
general manager Brad Treliving. Nashville Predators head coach John 
Hynes and former Montreal Canadiens bench boss Claude Julien also 
vouched for Ward. 

The decision by Eakins to bring Ward aboard as an assistant has worked 
out well for the Ducks, who won 3-2 in overtime against the Calgary 
Flames on Monday thanks to a goal by blueliner.  

“Just a 12 out of 10 hire,” Eakins said before the game. “When you get 
into an interview process, I take more of what other people say about the 
person then what they’re saying to me…Wardo brings a lot. Not just 
power play. He’s been a head coach. He’s been in the game forever. 
He’s been just an amazing addition.” 

For his part, Ward doesn’t have ill will toward the organization that let him 
go from his first NHL head coaching opportunity. Ward finished with a 35-
26-5 record and helped steer the team through the tumultuous period 
following Peters’ resignation, which came after allegations Peters had 
used racist language while with the Chicago Blackhawks organization a 
decade earlier. 

“There’s really no hard feelings,” Ward said. “It’s the business of the 
game. As much as it’s a great game, sometimes it can be a crappy 
business. But that’s the reality of it. You sort of roll with the punches and 
get on. But everyone understands that, so it doesn’t hamper what you do 
personally or what your personal relationships are like…all the people 
here that I worked with in Calgary are tremendous — the coaches, the 
support staff, management, everybody is great.” 

Ward played the role of doting dad after he was let go in early March, 
shuttling his daughter, Hannah, around to her field hockey games. 

“I just watched the games and talked to her about something not related 
to hockey,” he said. “It was great to spend that time with her. Even on the 
road, the father-daughter time, and with my wife too.” 

In an ironic twist of fate, Ward filled a void left by Darryl Sutter, who was 
with the Ducks as a consultant, after the latter replaced the former 
midway through last season. Beyond being a sounding board, Sutter was 
a mentor to Eakins. 

“I can’t say enough about how that man has treated me,” Eakins said. “I 
think the biggest misconception about Darryl is this big, harsh, Sutter 
vibe. He is a hard man, but that guy is one of the most caring, loving 
coaches to his players…it’s always interesting, the narrative that gets out 
there. I see it. He looks like he’s pissed off every day, but he’s really not. 
That’s just the way he carries himself.” 

Ward, who won a Stanley Cup as an associate coach with the Boston 
Bruins in 2011, hasn’t thought much about if he wants to join the same 
ranks as Sutter and be a head coach in the league again. 

“I think the most important team, obviously, is the one that you’re with, so 
I’m going to dive into this opportunity here in Anaheim with the guys that 
I’m with now and enjoy that time,” he said. “I’ve always felt like if you do 
your due diligence and you do the best that you can with the team that 
you’re with, sometimes that helps create another opportunity, whether 
that be as a head coach or an assistant coach somewhere else.” 

Despite his first stint as an NHL head coach ending abruptly, Ward 
enjoyed being back in Calgary this week. 

“I have nothing but fond memories,” he said. “It’s good to come back and 
see some people and walk around the city again.” 
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Marner staying patient amid early offensive drought 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Mitch Marner has little to say about his lack of offensive 
production. It wouldn’t make much difference if he did. 

Marner knows he’s being judged on results, and, so far, those haven’t 
come. The Maple Leafs are four games into their season and Marner has 
just one assist, despite top-line minutes and power-play time. 

But Marner argues he’d had plenty of chances to score, as evidenced by 
his 13 shots on goal, and the solution to this early drought is right in front 
him. 

“Hopefully the puck goes in,” Marner said after the Leafs’ practice on 
Tuesday. “Passes the goal line.” 

Does he need to do anything differently for that happen? 

“No. Nothing.” 

So then, what’s the strategy to reach a different outcome? 

“It goes in,” he said. “Get there around the net. Chances are coming, so 
I'm going to stay patient. Don't want to force anything. Stay patient with 
the puck like I've been doing. Chances will come.” 

It’s a familiar refrain from Marner, who was most recently criticized during 
the Leafs’ unsuccessful first-round playoff series against Montreal last 
spring for managing zero goals and four assists through seven games.  

Since then, he’s been working with a new left winger in, and just got his 
usual centre, , back from a wrist injury in Monday’s 2-1 overtime loss to 
the New York Rangers.  

There have been moments over the past week where Marner has looked 
disgruntled after a missed opportunity on the ice or while rewatching 
plays on the bench following a shift. But coach Sheldon Keefe claims 
Marner hasn’t let frustration seep into his psyche.  

“[I see] no frustration,” Keefe said. “I think he's feeling good, and I think 
he's done a lot of really good things. I thought he and Auston picked up 
where they left off yesterday; the chemistry that they have is there and is 
the same. For Mitch, there's a lot of attention on production and things of 
that nature. He was one of the top scorers in the entire league last 
season and consistently has been, but he also does a lot of really good 
things for us without the puck.” 

Marner did finish fourth in league scoring last season, putting up 20 goals 
and 67 points in 55 games. Matthews was a big factor in Marner’s 
success – and vice versa – so there’s reason to believe Marner can see 
his stats inflate as Matthews gets back up to speed.  

At least, that’s what Keefe is banking on. Not only that Marner will find his 
groove, but so will others in Toronto’s ranks who haven’t been showing 
up enough on the scoresheet.  

, who was centering Marner and Ritchie for the club’s first three games, 
has zero goals and two assists. Ritchie has been blanked. By 
comparison, wingers  (two goals and four points) and (two goals and 
three points) have been rolling.  

It’s about time for the rest of Toronto’s top-six forwards to catch up.  
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“I'm not worried about the offensive side; it's going to come,” Keefe said. 
“[Marner is] going to break out, Auston’s going to break out. We've got a 
number of others on our team [including] John [Tavares]. Those guys are 
going to find their offence and we're going to benefit from that. I think 
[Tavares] has been good and there have been no issues for me 
defensively.” 

Tavares has now returned to playing with Nylander, his most consistent 
linemate a season ago, leaving Matthews and Marner to continue 
working with Ritchie. It hasn’t been the most seamless transition for 
Ritchie after what looked to be a promising preseason, but there has 
been no sign of Keefe considering a change to his top line.  

The key, according to Ritchie, is that trio playing more games together 
and learning each other’s tendencies. Marner will do his best to fast-track 
the process where possible.  

“We'll talk throughout practices and games [about] where me and Auston 
are going to be,” Marner said. “And he's good at those little three-foot 
plays and finding us. I think he's adapted really quickly to us. He's around 
that net, he's getting pucks back in the corner. I think there will come a 
time where he knows where we are [on the ice] eventually, but that 
obviously will take time.” 

Toronto at least has that to its advantage. The Leafs don’t play again 
until Friday, giving them ample opportunity to review what’s gone right, 
and wrong, in the early going.  

One major point of emphasis for Keefe is Toronto getting in the face of 
goaltenders and allowing some of those chances to snake through. The 
Leafs are averaging the fourth-most shots per game in the NHL this 
season (39) but have done a mediocre job of creating traffic around the 
crease. 

That’s a simple answer to what Toronto wants to avoid having become a 
bigger problem.  

“We’ve generated a lot of scoring opportunities, a lot of very clean looks 
at the goaltender, but we don't want them to always be so clean,” Keefe 
said. “We need other people to get around the net, we need to get some 
deflections, we need to get loose pucks in around the cage. So, there's a 
lot of things that we can do that can help influence things offensively 
there for all of our lines and make life a little bit harder on the goalies.” 
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