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If Montreal fans boo Jesperi Kotkaniemi, it’s not his fault. It’s Marc Bergevin’s 

By Luke Decock  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to Montreal turns a new page in 
the latest chapter of this suddenly very heated rivalry. 
Whatever abuse or approbation he receives from the fans he 
spurned, it’s important to remember this isn’t his fault. 

He took the money and the opportunity to exit a situation that 
no longer worked for him. We should all be so lucky. 

Nor is this entirely the fault of the Carolina Hurricanes, as 
much as they unquestionably stoked the fires with the 
impossibly snarky social-media campaign that surrounded 
the offer-sheet poaching of Kotkaniemi from the Canadiens. 
That inevitably raised the temperature of their first visit to 
Montreal, which just happened to be in their third game of 
the season Thursday against a Canadiens team that lost its 
first four games. 

They won the battle and salted the earth, but they did not 
start the war. 

Everything the Hurricanes did that so assaulted the tender 
sensibilities of certain Montrealers was in response to the 
original sin of Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin. 
And not the offer sheet for Sebastian Aho — that was fair 
game after the Hurricanes let negotiations linger too long 
with their star player — but Bergevin’s not-so-thinly-veiled 
shots at the entire Hurricanes franchise. 

“Sebastian Aho accepted our offer. He wants to come to 
Montreal,” Bergevin said in 2019. “He sees our youngsters 
coming up in the organization and he wants to be a part of 
that. We’re proud, but there’s still a waiting period.” 

Bergevin wasn’t taking a shot at Hurricanes owner Tom 
Dundon there. The structure of the offer sheet did that. 
Everything he said was targeted at the Hurricanes franchise 
and what it stands for, the absurdity of the mere thought that 
a player would choose to play for the Hurricanes when 
playing for the Canadiens was an option. He was throwing 
red meat to his own frustrated fans. 

There’s no question some of the offer-sheet sparring 
between the teams has been a micturating match among 
multibillionaires, but the Aho offer sheet spoke for itself. 
Bergevin spoke for himself. 

“He wants to be a part of that” was quite the turn of phrase 
during a summer after the Hurricanes beat out the 
Canadiens for a playoff spot and proceeded to knock off the 
defending champs on their way to the conference finals. 
Never mind that it made no sense to join the “youngsters 
coming up” in Montreal when Carolina’s youngsters were 
already there and contributing. 

It was all as gratuitous as it was, everyone knew then, false. 

Bergevin could have played it straight back in 2019, but he 
had to get his shots in, and turnabout turned out to be fair 
play in l’affaire offre hostile. 

The reality, as anyone with a functioning brain knew, was not 
only that the Hurricanes would match the offer sheet for Aho 
despite the front-loaded bonus structure pandering to 
Dundon’s perceived parsimony, but that Aho and his agent 
were using Bergevin for leverage. 

The offer sheet merely settled the matter. Only Bergevin 
acted like it was anything but. 

The Hurricanes then waited two years to offer-sheet Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, who did want to come to Carolina. Beyond the 
pettiness (and there was a lot of pettiness) it was a smart 
hockey move to get a player the Hurricanes had long 
admired. 

Bergevin’s aggrandized superiority eventually came back to 
bite him, and he had notably less to say this time around 
when the Hurricanes cut-and-pasted Bergevin’s own quotes 
back at him. 

Thursday night will be interesting, but not the first interesting 
visit the Hurricanes have made to the Bell Centre. There’s 
bad blood here that dates back to 2002 and 2006 and even 
beyond, to the Hartford days. It didn’t start with the offer 
sheets, but to whatever degree the ante has been upped, 
Bergevin brought that upon himself. That should not be 
visited upon Kotkaniemi. 

Bergevin lit the fuse.
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Vincent Trocheck subscriber Q&A: On Movember, the Hurricanes’ top chirper, tattoos, 
pregame playlists and more 

By Sara Civian  

You won’t see Vincent Trocheck sporting handlebars or 
anything fancy like that, but the Hurricanes center is proud of 
his mustache-growing ability. 

“It’s decent, but it gets to a certain point where it stays the 
exact same,” he told The Athletic last week. “It doesn’t grow 
much longer. It gets to, like, a breaking point. It hits its apex. 
But it gets bushy. It’s nice.” 

Trocheck knows so much about the properties of his 
mustache because he’s participated in “Movember” almost 
every season since he became a full-time NHLer. For the 
uninitiated, Movember isn’t just growing a mustache for fun; 
it’s the leading charity tackling men’s mental health and 
suicide prevention, prostate cancer and testicular cancer 
globally. Movember funds more than 1,000 different 
researchers and projects supporting men’s health. 

One of the most popular initiatives to raise awareness and 
money for the cause, though, is simply growing a mustache 
throughout the month of November. You can donate money 
to certain campaigns to get updates and participate in certain 
activities with participants. This all starts November 1, but 
here’s Trocheck’s page if you want to stay tuned for updates. 

Ahead of his campaign, Trocheck took the time to answer 
some questions from The Athletic’s subscribers about the 
Raleigh food scene, his prolific career as team DJ and more. 

What goes into creating the perfect pregame playlist? Which 
other guys on the team do you trust with the aux cord (or the 
Bluetooth hookup), and who are you never letting pick the 
music? — Kyle M. 

It’s just, you can’t please everyone, but you gotta try your 
best to please everyone. Gotta do a mix of genres, up-
tempo, try to get the guys going, then at the same time 
whatever’s popular at the time. It’s just a mixture of 
everything: a little bit of EDM, a little bit of rap, a little bit of 
rock, then as up-tempo as you can possibly be. 

I trust Brady Skjei. He’s got a good playlist. I don’t even know 
who else. Marty (Jordan Martinook) actually does alright with 
it; you just gotta be careful because he might play a little too 
much Nickleback. 

If you could play one game on the same line as any NHL 
player, current or former who would it be and why? — Rose 
P. 

Peter Forsberg. He was my favorite player growing up. He 
played really hard with a lot of skill, so I’d go with him. 

Favorite public golf course (not named Pinehurst) in the 
area? — Ryan C. 

Probably Duke. 

Hey Troch, hope you’re doing well and healing up nicely. 
What’s your favorite part of being a Carolina Hurricane? 
(P.S. I’ve also been banging on the Olympic drum for you.) 
— Matt M. 

I just think the culture that we have here is a really fun 
culture to have a hockey team in. We have a fun group but a 
really serious group at the same time, and obviously a good 
hockey team, too. All of that combined just makes this team 
great. 

As one of the more inked Canes, any interesting stories 
behind your tattoos? — Mike K. 

They all have some sort of meaning, mostly linked to my 
family. 

Who is your mentor, or who’s ultimately helped you the most 
in your hockey career? — Victor C. 

My dad, I’d say. From a very young age, he’s always been 
the one to give me a push when I need it. 

With Gards out, who is the best/worst chirper on the team 
these days? — Brent C. 

I’d stay Steps (Derek Stepan) is probably up there. He’s 
pretty vocal. 

Who is your best friend in the league? Who is your best 
friend on the Canes? — David Z. 

Oh my gosh, that’s putting me on the spot. I’ve got a lot of 
friends. On the Canes, they’re all my best friends. Not on the 
team, let’s say Mark Pysyk, Keith Yandle and Jonathan 
Huberdeau are the top three. 

What’s your favorite local restaurant? — Christopher D. 

M Sushi.
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi is happy in Carolina and looking forward to being booed at the Bell 
Centre 

By Arpon Basu  

Imagine this sequence of events. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi was playing in the Stanley Cup Final in 
early July. Meanwhile, back home, it is discovered that his 
father, Mikael, has a tumour in his mouth. Surgery would be 
required. Kotkaniemi and his father are extremely close, but 
considering what was happening an ocean away, Mikael 
decided not to tell his son what was happening. 

As the final played out, Kotkaniemi had no idea. 

“We needed to keep that information with us for three weeks 
here in Finland because we didn’t want to ruin his feeling 
during the finals,” Mikael said in a text message. “It was a 
hard homecoming for him.” 

The Stanley Cup Final ended July 7. Kotkaniemi did not play 
in that game. Two days later, on July 9, the Canadiens held 
their exit meetings and, though Kotkaniemi wouldn’t talk 
about this, it is widely believed his did not go so well. Both 
coach Dominique Ducharme and general manager Marc 
Bergevin talked about how they wanted to see more from 
him, that the time had come for him to take the next step in 
his career. 

Seems like bad news, but the real bad news would only 
come once Kotkaniemi flew home. 

“He’s doing good now, he stopped with his treatments now, 
he stopped that last week. So it’s good now,” Kotkaniemi 
said over the phone this week. “Yeah, it was not nice (getting 
the news). Thank God he’s doing better now.” 

In a span of a few days, Kotkaniemi lost in the Stanley Cup 
Final, heard about his shortcomings as a player from his 
boss and found out his dad had cancer. A few weeks later, 
he became a restricted free agent. A few weeks after that, he 
would receive an offer sheet from the Carolina Hurricanes 
worth $6.1 million for one season. 

Perhaps it’s not that difficult to see why Kotkaniemi was in a 
frame of mind where a new start somewhere else could be 
welcomed, and why playing his first game in Montreal as a 
member of the Hurricanes on Thursday evening doesn’t 
seem like that big of a deal. 

Every day in his new home in Raleigh, N.C., Kotkaniemi 
waits for a ride. 

Somehow, after signing a contract worth $6.1 million, 
Kotkaniemi does not have his own car. So he waits for Teuvo 
Teravainen to pick him up and take him to practice, and he 
gets a ride home afterward. Social time is spent at Sebastian 
Aho’s house roughly two minutes away, where they will often 
have dinner with Aho and his girlfriend. 

And then they will hit the sauna in his backyard. 

Yes, three Finns in North Carolina, hanging out in a sauna. 
Sometimes, stereotypes are stereotypes for a reason. 

“I like saunas!” Kotkaniemi said with a laugh when the 
stereotype is brought up. “It’s really relaxing!” 

What’s also relaxing is playing hockey in North Carolina. 
When Kotkaniemi signed that offer sheet, there was some 
concern that the pressure of the contract would weigh on 
him, that it would prevent him from being able to perform. 
Had the Canadiens matched the offer sheet, that would have 
100 percent been the case in Montreal. 

Only four games into the Canadiens’ season — all losses — 
Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield are definitely feeling it with no 
points so far, and neither of them is making $6.1 million this 
season, though Suzuki will be making even more than that 
as of next season. But for Kotkaniemi, who also doesn’t have 
a point this season, his reality is now different. 

“On my first day, I had one media guy ask about (the 
contract),” Kotkaniemi said. “That was the last time I talked 
about it. That was the last time I heard about it.” 

Suffice to say the environment in Raleigh is different from the 
one in Montreal. 

“I can say I can work on my game in nice peace here,” 
Kotkaniemi said. “Just try to get better without hearing about 
it. That’s kind of nice.” 

But he quickly corrected himself. Kotkaniemi did not want to 
give the impression that it was the environment in Montreal 
that soured him on playing for the Canadiens, because that 
is not the case. Even though what the Canadiens are 
currently experiencing is a perfect example of what can 
make playing in Montreal somewhat more difficult than 
playing in Raleigh, Kotkaniemi insists that was not a factor 
for him. 

“I didn’t really mind that in Montreal,” he said. “I’m not that 
type of guy who really takes any kind of pressure or that kind 
of thing. I didn’t really mind that. Like I said, it’s really nice 
weather here, enjoying life, hang out with the boys. It’s been 
nice here. Really relaxing. 

“I feel in Montreal, you face that if you want to face that. 
That’s how it was for me. You will find that stuff if you want to 
find it, but you don’t actually have to face it in your normal life 
when you’re just walking on the streets and stuff. That’s how 
I felt, at least.” 

Kotkaniemi’s transition to this moment to come at the Bell 
Centre probably was finalized on opening night. Not the 
Hurricanes’ opening night, but the Canadiens’ opening night. 

Kotkaniemi was at Aho’s house, and he flipped on the 
Canadiens’ game in Toronto. 

“I know how they’re doing, but I don’t watch the games,” he 
said. “I saw the first 10 minutes of the Leafs game, I think 
that’s about it pretty much. They looked pretty good.” 

Kotkaniemi doesn’t know it, but he probably saw the best 10 
minutes of the Canadiens’ season. Anyhow, the viewing 
ended right there. 
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“We were at Aho’s place, and we wanted to see the start of 
the Rangers game against the Capitals,” he said. “That was 
it.” 

The channel was flipped because there was a Metropolitan 
Division matchup to watch. It was time for Kotkaniemi to 
move on. He hasn’t watched any of the Canadiens’ games 
since. 

But the reason he still checks on scores and how the 
Canadiens are doing is he still has friends on the team, and 
he’s invested in how they do. When Nick Suzuki signed his 
eight-year, $63 million contract, Kotkaniemi made sure to 
congratulate him right away. 

Suzuki got back to him five days later. 

“I texted him right after it came out, like five minutes after, 
and I had to wait five days,” Kotkaniemi said, laughing. “I’m 
still thinking about it like he probably got a couple of other 
texts after signing that deal. I’m not the only one who 
reached out.” 

Though this was not necessarily a sign of it — Suzuki surely 
got hundreds of texts that day — but the Canadiens have 
also moved on from Kotkaniemi. 

The first-round pick they received as compensation for the 
Hurricanes signing Kotkaniemi was quickly flipped to the 
Arizona Coyotes as the centrepiece of the package that 
brought Christian Dvorak to Montreal. And in this season of 
utter misery for the Canadiens, Dvorak has been one of the 
shining lights, his line with Jonathan Drouin and Josh 
Anderson being the only forward line that can be considered 
to be working. 

“He’s a complete hockey player,” Ducharme said after the 
home opener against the New York Rangers. “It was a nice 
play he made, but he’s not someone that brings you to the 
edge of your seat. It’s the little details he does all the time, 

he’s strong on the puck, he protects it, he rarely gives it up 
easily to the opposition. 

“He’s playing the way we want to play.” 

Kotkaniemi was not playing that way for the Canadiens, not 
the way they wanted him to play, at least. And now he has 
perhaps gone to a team where the way he plays fits with the 
way the Hurricanes play better than it did in Montreal. Seems 
like a win-win transaction, even if it wasn’t technically a 
trade. And if both sides come out of this better as a result, it 
will be easier for everyone involved to move on. 

Even if Kotkaniemi has moved on, he was still a little 
apprehensive about how things would go at the Bell Centre. 

“I don’t actually know (what to expect). If I remember right, 
they’re booing all the old players, right? That’s a thing, right?” 
Kotkaniemi said. “But when you play the game, you don’t 
really hear the fans because you’re in the game. So I’m 
counting on that. 

“I can’t wait to see a full Bell Centre again. It’s been a while. I 
want to see that one more time. But it will be 21,000 people 
against you. I’m going to take it like even if they are booing 
me, somehow they’re still thinking about me. That’s my 
mindset for the night.” 

Even if those fans are booing, Kotkaniemi would like to send 
them one message. He won’t be able to deliver it personally, 
so this will have to do. 

“I would just say thank you,” he said. “I think every night, they 
made me feel at home when I played there. They gave the 
energy every night to play there. I never had any problem 
with the fans, everything was just really good, and it was a 
really inspiring place to play every time we went on the ice at 
the Bell Centre. They just made it special every time.” 
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Gold: Canes heading into hostile territory 

By Adam Gold  

The Montreal Canadiens reached the Stanley Cup Finals a 
year ago. They avoided a sweep with an overtime win in 
Game 4, but ultimately fell in 5 games to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. Still it was a remarkable run for Les Habitants, 
who finished 4th in the pandemic altered North Division and 
whose 59 points was last among the 16 playoff teams. 

Montreal is 0-4-0 on the young season and has scored just 3 
goals so far. Forward Jonathan Drouin has two and 
defenseman Chris Wideman one while last spring’s 
sensations Cole Caufield and Nick Suzuki have yet to 
register a scoring point in four games. 

It’s with that as a backdrop that we point out that the Bell 
Centre will be angry more so that the home team has been 
miserable so far this year than Carolina Hurricanes forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi is making his return to Quebec after 
spending the first three years of his career with the Bleu, 
Blanc et Rouge. 

Make no mistake, the Montreal fans will remind Kotkaniemi 
that he did not play like the 3rd overall draft pick from 2018. 
And, there's no doubt that their tushes are still a bit enflamed 
by the $6.1 million offer sheet that wrenched "KK" from their 
roster over the summer -- especially since their gambit for 
Sebastian Aho three summers ago failed to connect. But, 
their fuel will truly be the disappointing start to the season 
from the Canadiens. 

Because there was no inter-divisional play a year ago, these 
teams are meeting for the first time since February of 2020. 
However, since the 2016-17 season, the Canes are 9-2-1 
against Montreal. And, then there’s the matter of a pair of 
soul-crushing playoff series defeats in 2002 and 2006. 

Wait, did I neglect to mention that for about five years 
Montreal radio has perpetuated the myth that the Hurricanes 
de Caroline were moving to Quebec City? How could I forget 
that part of the backstory? 

So, to sum up the depth of the feud. We have perpetual, 
unfounded relocation rumours, a pair of restricted free agent 
battles, two Carolina playoff series wins -- including the 
Miracle at Molson and Carolina's comeback from losing the 
first two games at home in 2006 -- AND a 9-2-1 edge in the 
season series over the last four normal seasons. 

Oh, there’s beef between these two franchises. 

Based on having scored just three times in four games it 
might not surprise you that Montreal is 0 for 13 on the power 
play. Couple that with the Canes being 7 for 7 on the penalty 
kill and that’s a bleak outlook for the Habs’ man advantage. 

And, while Carolina is coming off an 0-fer of their own, they 
do have a pair of power play goals to their credit in nine tries 
and Montreal has allowed a whopping SEVEN power play 
tallies in 17 disadvantage situations. 

None of this really matters however since sports often 
happens. 

Nino Niederreiter leads the Hurricanes with 7 career goals in 
20 games against Montreal. Andrei Svechnikov has scored 
three times in a half dozen matches against the Habs. Rod 
Brind’Amour has two good options in goal if he’s basing 
tonight’s starter on past performances. Both Frederik 
Andersen (10-4-2, 2.61 GAA/.920 SV%) and Antti Raanta (5-
1-0, 2.61 GAA/.921 SV%) have played well against Montreal 
in their careers, but the bet is that Andersen will get the nod 
with Raanta making his Hurricanes debut Saturday in 
Columbus. 

Jake Allen, Montreal’s presumptive starter, is 3-2-0 2.45/.910 
vs Carolina. 

The Habs are a banged up bunch. Already without stalwart 
Shea Weber on defense, the team is without star goaltender 
Carey Price for at least a month, speedy forward Paul Bryon 
is also injured as is former Hurricanes defenseman Joel 
Edmundson. The Canes will see one former teammate, 
however, as Cedric Paquette signed with Montreal in the 
offseason. 

Lining up 

Based on the practice lines, we should see a few tweaks to 
the Hurricanes combinations. 

Kotkaniemi-Aho-Teravainen 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Lorentz-Stepan-Martinook 

Slavin-Bear 

Skjei-Pesce 

Cole-Bear 

Andersen 

Note: The previous was merely a guess based on 
Wednesday’s practice. 
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Part of the Job: Kotkaniemi Prepared For Return To Montreal 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Thursday night. Canes vs. Canadiens. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi returns to Centre Bell. 

The stage is set and by now most angles of the story have 
been covered. But what's it really like as we now inch closer 
to tomorrow night's return north of the border for the Canes 
forward to take on his former team for the first time? 

Tuesday afternoon the Finnish talent was made available by 
Hurricanes PR for a Zoom media availability, where 39 
attendees, including many representing outlets from Canada, 
provided a variety of questions for the 21-year-old. Most 
questions were fair and what you would expect to be asked 
ahead of someone's return to a place where they hold prior 
experience, some of the questions were in attempt to create 
storylines going into the contest. The reality of the situation 
was that Kotkaniemi handled himself with class, navigating 
everything thrown at him in a professional manner - including 
having the wherewithal to say it would be "inappropriate" to 
say he would have been unhappy if Montreal had matched 
the Canes offer sheet. 

"It's part of the job," he shared laughingly afterward, again 
seemingly unphased by the atypical situation taking place 
two days before a game. "I think everything went alright, it's 
just one of those things you need to deal with." 

There are the obvious sayings, such as that he had known 
this game was coming or "circled on his calendar", but what 
player returning to their former home wouldn't be cognizant 
of facing their old club? It's where a player not only spends 
an important period of time in their lives and also somewhere 
where life outside of hockey, (which does exist for the 
players) transpires. Friendships are made and maintained, 
moments are created and remembered. 

Especially true in Kotkaniemi's case, he'll return to see an 
organization that made him the number three overall draft 

selection and provided him with the opportunity to first break 
into the league. Events that transpired not that long ago in 
the grand scheme of things, after all. 

Canes Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour shared that he 
watched the question-and-answer session involving his 
young forward, seeming proud of how Kotkaniemi 
maneuvered throughout the event. "I thought he handled it 
well," the team's fourth-year bench boss said. "It is what it is. 
You certainly don't fault the kid for what's gone on, 
everybody would have done the same thing. He's on a new 
team now, he's trying to find his way. We obviously expect 
big things out of him, but you've got to take your time. He's 
still a young kid. We want to make sure we do it right." 

Kotkaniemi has appeared visibly happy since coming to 
Raleigh, sharing yesterday that he's keen to the amount of 
sunlight and the vast amount of golf courses that the Triangle 
has to offer. His teammates have taken a liking to the energy 
he's brought as well. 

"Everyone likes him," Sebastian Aho remarked regarding his 
new linemate earlier this week. "He smiles a lot and he's 
always positive. He's a good fit." 

Pay no mind to those electing to make an attempted splash 
over his totaled production or time on ice through two games. 
Two games are such a miniscule sample in terms of the 
duration of an entire season, especially given that 
Kotkaniemi has the undertaking of playing a new forward 
position and learning new systems in addition to everything 
else that comes with the transition. There's a reason why 
Brind'Amour made a point to say that the team wants to 
handle Kotkaniemi's integration the correct way. 

"We have a great team and a great group of guys here," 
Kotkaniemi additionally offered. "I've had a blast so far," he 
continued with a smile.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Struggling Canadiens face returning Kotkaniemi 

By James O'Brien  

Top player from Wednesday in the NHL 

Cam Atkinson, Flyers 

Could Cam Atkinson come alive after years playing in the 
possibly Tortz-confined city of Columbus? 

Pick your favorite explanation, but so far, he’s adding a nice 
bit of energy to the Flyers’ lineup. Previously, he generated a 
point per game in his first two Flyers appearances (one goal, 
one assist). Beyond those two points, Atkinson made his 
presence felt with a combined nine shots on goal. 

Atkinson scored two goals in the Flyers’ win over the Bruins 
on Wednesday. He also fired four SOG, and earned a +2, so 
he’s strong in those peripheral stats (13 SOG, +7 in three 
GP). Scroll for more on his new linemates. 

Flyers – Bruins, Blues – Golden Knights highlights 

Might as well watch full highlights from Wednesday’s two 
NHL games. First, watch video from the Flyers beating the 
Bruins. Considering all of the grief Martin Jones receives, 
credit to him for 37 saves, making a difference in this win. 

Vladimir Tarasenko scored his first of the season and 
Brandon Saad netted his first as Blue during St. Louis’ 3-1 
win over the Golden Knights. Jordan Binnington was on top 
of his game stopping 42 of 43 shots he faced to help the 
team improve to 3-0 on the season. 

One takeaway Wednesday 

Brassard reborn? 

Gang, “The FAB Line” could become a thing for the 2021-22 
Flyers. At worst, it’s been a feel-good line for about a week of 
very productive hockey. 

To clarify, “The FAB Line” is: 

Joel Farabee, Cam Atkinson, and Derick Brassard. It’s 
unclear if the Flyers coined the line nickname themselves, or 
just amplified it on Twitter. Either way, three players in quite 
different circumstances are making great music together. 

Most surprisingly, Derick Brassard may indeed be finding 
new life reunited with Alain Vigneault. After failing to score in 

his first game with the Flyers, Brassard factored into Philly’s 
shellacking of Seattle with three points (1G, 2A). 

As far as importance to the Flyers go, the other forwards are 
most likely to maintain impact-player statuses. Farabee is a 
rising talent whose ceiling hasn’t yet been revealed. Atkinson 
is a proven scorer who carries the expectations of replacing 
Jakub Voracek. 

Brassard? He’s mainly trying to solidify his place in the NHL. 
With two assists giving Brassard five points in his past two 
games, he’s certainly strengthening his case. 

Thursday’s big story 

Kotkaniemi returns to Montreal against a struggling 
Canadiens team 

Combined with the Canadiens’ 0-4-0 start, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi‘s return could be seen a couple ways. For a 
tumbling team, a bad performance against Kotkaniemi and 
the Hurricanes could rub salt in the Canadiens’ wounds. On 
the other hand, that group could get a boost from beating a 
former teammate (and the team that trolled them during the 
offer sheet process). 

Don’t expect Kotkaniemi to just-another-game it, though. He 
admitted it’s something he cares about. 

“For sure, that was one game on my schedule that I looked 
up,” Kotkaniemi said Tuesday, via NHL.com’s Tom Gulitti. “It 
will be fun there to see old teammates, some fans there. I 
think it will be a blast.” 

In the grand scheme of things, Thursday’s Hurricanes – 
Canadiens game only plays a small role in Kotkaniemi’s 
future, and how Montreal’s part in the story is perceived. Yet, 
for a Habs team already pleading with people not to panic … 
well, a blowout with Kotkaniemi notching a hat trick wouldn’t 
be the best. 

Wednesday’s NHL scores 

Flyers 6, Bruins 3 
Blues 3, Golden Knights 1 
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Canadiens hope to halt 0-4 slide against stellar Hurricanes 

By FLM  

Still searching for their first points of the season, the 
Montreal Canadiens are looking for a complete turn-around 
when they host the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. 

The Canadiens fell to 0-4-0 after Tuesday's 5-0 home loss to 
the San Jose Sharks, a game that quickly got out of hand for 
the struggling Habs. Sharks rookie Jonathan Dahlen scored 
twice within the first 3:36 to immediately put San Jose in 
control. 

Montreal defenseman Jeff Petry described both Tuesday's 
game and the Habs' 5-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Oct. 
14 as "no effort" performances. 

"I think every guy in (the locker room) knows this is not good 
enough," Petry said. 

"We need to get back to our basics... There's so many times 
where we're skating away from the puck. We're leaving guys 
out to dry. We're not playing as a unit of five. And we're 
going to go nowhere playing like that." 

There haven't been many positives to find from Montreal's 
four-game losing streak. The Canadiens have been 
outscored 15-3, with opponents scoring seven goals from 17 
chances against the Habs' penalty-killers. Montreal's own 
power-play unit has yet to strike, going 0 for 13 with the extra 
attacker. 

The Canadiens haven't begun a season with five straight 
losses since 1995-96. 

Montreal will face a tough challenge in ending its slump 
Thursday, as the Hurricanes have looked very strong in their 
first two games of the season, both victories. 

After a 6-3 win over the New York Islanders in the season 
opener, the Hurricanes collected a tense 3-2 road result over 
the Nashville Predators on Saturday. Andrei Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen each scored within the game's last six 
minutes, with Teravainen's empty-net effort standing as the 

game-winner after Nashville's Filip Forsberg scored at 19:15 
of the third period. 

Svechnikov (three goals, one assist) leads all Carolina 
skaters with four points, while Teravainen has three points 
(two goals, one assist). While the two forwards are leading 
the way, six other Hurricanes players have multiple points 
through two games, and 12 players overall have at least one 
point. 

"We're such a deep team," said forward Jesper Fast, who 
has a goal in each of the Hurricanes' two games. "Every line 
can score goals, everyone can chip in defense and offense. 
That's what makes good teams (into) good teams. ... 
Everyone plays the same way, we're very well-coached by 
Rod (Brind'Amour), and everyone knows what to expect from 
each other." 

With the well-rounded Hurricanes clicking offensively, they 
also received a big effort from goaltender Frederik Andersen, 
who stopped 38 of 40 Predators shots. 

Andersen earned the victory in both of Carolina's games, 
and is likely to be in net again on Thursday. The goalie has 
enjoyed a lot of success in 16 career games against 
Montreal, posting a 10-4-2 record, a .920 save percentage 
and a 2.61 goals-against average. 

Canadiens goalie Jake Allen had been solid in two previous 
starts before allowing five goals on 25 shots from the Sharks 
in Tuesday's loss. Allen has assumed starting goaltender 
duties while Carey Price is on a leave of absence from the 
team. 

Forward Jake Evans is questionable for Thursday after 
missing the Canadiens' last game due to an undisclosed 
injury. 

--Field Level Media 
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Quick Whistles: Svechnikov’s Hot Start, Andersen’s Gem, Early Overreactions 

By Brett Finger  

With two games in the books, the Carolina Hurricanes’ quest 
for 82-0 is still alive. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s quest for a 123-goal season is also 
alive, and there’s been a lot to like from Carolina’s young star 
in the early days of his franchise-record contract extension 
after what was widely considered a disappointing 2021 
season. 

His power move to the front of the net broke the ice for the 
Canes on opening night, and his go-ahead snipe late in the 
third period against the Predators paved the way for a 3-2 
win after his ugly center-ice turnover led to the game-tying 
goal. 

“That’s going to happen, those kinds of plays,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour after Saturday’s game. “But he’s a game-
changer. He had the turnover, obviously, but he got it back. 
He has that ability. That’s why he’s special.” 

Svechnikov has been a 5-on-5 demon through the team’s 
first two games. He leads all Carolina forwards in corsi 
share, expected goal share, on-ice scoring chances, and 
only Jordan Staal has gotten more 5-on-5 ice time. He also 
has a team-leading 11 shots on goal in all situations. 

If the early returns are a sign of things to come, it certainly 
looks like his confidence is back where you’d expect it to be. 
He’s been an offensive force. That, combined with a bit of 
luck, could make for a season to remember. 

“You want to work hard and show your best performance,” 
Svechnikov said on Saturday. “Last year, I felt like I didn’t 
have much luck. This year, I think I have, so hopefully, it 
keeps going.” 

Andersen Shows Out 

Perhaps the biggest question surrounding the Hurricanes 
this year is their brand new goalie tandem, led by Frederik 
Andersen, who has gotten the start in both of Carolina’s 
games to open the campaign. 

After a fine debut, the Great Dane was nothing short of 
phenomenal in Nashville, stopping 38 of 40 shots and doing 
most of the heavy lifting in a big early-season win. 

“I haven’t seen a lot of games like that in the three years I’ve 
been doing this, where clearly the goalie was the reason we 
won the game or that we needed him to win,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s usually that the goalie plays good, but we’re also 
playing well. That was not the case tonight. We didn’t play a 
very good game in front of him. He came up huge.” 

The Hurricanes have become accustomed to big goalie 
performances over the last few seasons, and getting a game 
like that from Andersen this early in the season is a big 
confidence boost for this tandem. 

Andersen needed it. He has a well-documented track record 
of slow starts, but as Brind’Amour alluded to on Saturday, he 
put together one of the more impressive goalie performances 
that the Canes have gotten in quite some time. 

With how Carolina’s schedule is spaced out over the next 
couple of weeks, Andersen should continue to see a vast 
majority of the starts before Antti Raanta becomes more of a 
factor. 

Early Overreactions 

We only have two games to work with here, so let’s 
overreact. 

Jesper Fast had a quiet debut season in Carolina, but his 
game was always consistent. Now, with a year under his 
belt, perhaps we could be in store for an uptick in his 
offensive production. 

He found the back of the net in both games to open the year, 
one off of a slick deflection on opening night and another off 
of a gorgeous shot that beat Juuse Saros up high. From day 
one, he looked like a perfect fit on paper next to Jordan 
Staal, and that duo has lived up to their two-way 
expectations early. 

So far, the Sebastian Aho/Jesperi Kotkaniemi experiment 
has rendered rough results. The duo has 31.51 and 32.4 
xGF%’s, respectively, through two games. 

The Hurricanes practiced on Monday with an all-Finn line 
with those two next to Teuvo Teravainen, who has looked 
every bit like the pre-injuries Turbo through two games. The 
team needs to get Kotkaniemi up to speed sooner rather 
than later, and they need Aho to get things together. 

Obviously, the concern around Aho is negligible, but that’s 
not so much the case with Kotkaniemi. We know what Aho 
is. We don’t know what Kotkaniemi is. 

There’s an abundance of time for both players to turn it 
around, but you would love to see Carolina’s newest player 
deliver some better early returns. 

Naturally (and correctly), Brind’Amour played down the 
notion that there’s any concern with Kotkaniemi’s early 
performance. 
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“I don’t think it’s trouble. Tonight, it wasn’t just that line. We 
had three lines that were not up to par, so we made some 
shifts. I think there’s a definite learning curve with how we’re 
doing things, but I think he’s coming along.” 

Kotkaniemi’s development over the next few weeks will be 
something to keep an eye on. He’ll go up against his former 
team on Thursday at the Bell Centre. 

 

Prospect Storylines To Keep Up With This Season 

By Matthew Somma  

Now that the Chicago Wolves have begun their season, I feel 
that now is as good of a time as any to talk about certain 
storylines that I’m going to be paying close attention to this 
season. Whether it’s a player’s contract year, someone in 
need of development or something else, this should give you 
all an idea of some of the players that I’m keeping a closer 
eye on.  

I’ll be starting with one of two prospects due for a contract 
this year: Jack LaFontaine. 

What Happens With LaFontaine? 

LaFontaine won the Mike Richter award last season as the 
NCAA’s top goalie along with being named a first-team All-
American, the Big Ten’s best goaltender, an All-Star in the 
Big Ten, the Big Ten tournament MVP and a Senior Class 
All-American. Oh yeah, he was also a finalist for the Hobey 
Baker, the award given to the best player in college hockey. 
Needless to say, it was a fantastic season for LaFontaine 
and one that’s going to be hard to top as he heads into his 
fifth NCAA season. LaFontaine has started in all four of 
Minnesota’s games this season and currently boasts a 3-1-0 
record. 

I was admittedly confused after seeing LaFontaine’s decision 
to return to the University of Minnesota for the upcoming 
season, and I’ll have to admit, that sense of confusion hasn’t 
dissipated. The Hurricanes currently have three goalies in 
the AHL: Beck Warm, Alex Lyon and Eetu Makiniemi. Lyon 
should be the team’s starter while Warm and Makiniemi get 
the occasional start as backup before one heads to the 
ECHL.  

That’s a crowded roster and one that LaFontaine would have 
a tough time on, but the problem is that next season’s roster 
will be just as tough to break into. Sure, the Hurricanes could 
say goodbye to Lyon and Warm in free agency, but that still 
leaves Makiniemi under contract. Pyotr Kochetkov will likely 
make the jump from the KHL to North America next season 
and, barring a very impressive training camp, will start in the 
AHL.  

Kochetkov is without a doubt the goalie of the future for the 
Hurricanes and will be given every opportunity to develop 
once he gets to North America. So there’s still as much of a 
logjam in net next season, barring any major trades. 

Note: Pyotr Kochetkov could be sent to AHL Chicago once 
his KHL season ends this season, assuming that there are 
no travel complications due to COVID. 

LaFontaine received broadcast attention and the team 
seemed to pump his tires after an impressive season, 
leading me to believe that he will sign his entry-level contract 
when his season ends. LaFontaine is ready for the pros and 

might make a solid NHL goaltender in the next few years. If 
he and Kochetkov can split starts, it’s possible that both 
goalies become NHL ready around the same time. Still, the 
sudden logjam in net makes me wonder if the Hurricanes 
could package his rights in a deadline trade down the line if 
they can’t make something work.  

Ryan Suzuki’s Development 

In a normal year, this would have been Ryan Suzuki’s first 
AHL season, and we would have been excited to see what 
he can do at the pro level. That being said, I’m happy with 
his development, particularly away from the puck. Suzuki has 
all of the talent in the world with the puck on his stick and his 
vision allows him to make some truly remarkable things 
happen. Suzuki’s game wasn’t very well-rounded in his draft 
year, however, which is why he fell to 28th overall. At this 
point in his development, I’m seeing a new player that has 
seen what has made his brother a successful NHL player 
and implementing those skills in his game.  

Suzuki is a much better player along the boards and is taking 
the puck to the middle as opposed to playing on the 
perimeter. His defensive game has grown leaps and bounds 
since he was drafted and seeing him play on the penalty kill 
is fantastic to see. I’m also seeing Suzuki play with more of a 
physical edge than ever, which is nice to see as well. 
Physicality won’t ever be his defining trait, but it has made 
Suzuki less of a passive player and a better player on the 
forecheck.  

These changes in Suzuki’s game bode well for his future as 
a pro. There have been positive signs of growth in his 
offensive game as well, but the fact that Suzuki is working on 
rounding out his game will help him stick in the NHL. Look at 
how Rod Brind’Amour runs his team, for example. You can’t 
take a shift off and you have to be competent on both sides 
of the puck. If you take a look at the players that haven’t 
worked out under Brind’Amour, it’s usually because of their 
defensive play falling well short of expectations. Suzuki is 
turning into a nice player for the Hurricanes and this season 
should be a big one for him. I expect to see Suzuki break out 
offensively over the course of this season as he gets more 
and more adjusted to the pro game.  

Number One Defenseman Dom Fensore 

Now that David Farrance has signed with Nashville, it’s 
Domenick Fensore’s time to shine for Boston University. The 
Hurricanes’ 2019 third-round pick is a fantastic player with 
the puck on his stick and one of the more dynamic offensive 
defensemen in the NCAA this season. The question now 
becomes whether Fensore can develop the other aspects of 
his game and become a true number one defenseman for a 
young and inexperienced team. I fully believe that he can.  
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Fensore currently leads his team in scoring with a goal and 
four assists in four games and has two multi-point games 
already this season. Fensore can weave his way through 
defenses and plays a high pace game, something that 
should translate to the Hurricanes’ system. The defensive 
side of his game is still developing, however, and that’s his 
biggest barrier to the NHL. Getting top pairing minutes for the 
next two seasons should allow for Fensore to develop that 
aspect of his game, though. 

Can Kochetkov Emerge as a Starter? 

That’s the biggest question I’m asking myself about 
Kochetkov this season. Through eight starts, Kochetkov has 
a .912 save percentage and a record of 3-3-2. Of those eight 
games, I would say that five have been stellar and three 
have been poor. Kochetkov’s five stellar starts have all come 
in the last six games, however, so it’s possible that we’re 
seeing him finally round into shape at the KHL level.  

This is a big season for Kochetkov because if he does well, 
he could find himself at the top of the depth chart next 
season and one of the first names on the list to make his 
NHL debut in net for the Hurricanes. If not, it’s possible that 
he’ll have to battle with LaFontaine like I mentioned earlier. 
His goaltending style is unique and would make him a fan 
favorite once he gets to the NHL, especially if he continues 
to make saves like this. 

One of Kochetkov’s weaknesses was that he had trouble 
saving shots that were taken from further away. This year, 
his tracking has improved and I’m seeing tangible results 
because of that. 

If Kochetkov continues to receive steady starts at the KHL 
level, I believe he could at least make a push for an NHL job 
in the next year or two. The Hurricanes may start him in the 
AHL in order to get more comfortable with the North 
American game, but he’ll be ready for the NHL sooner rather 
than later. 

Drury and Rees 

Both players are close to NHL ready, that’s for sure. Drury is 
a reliable center that can play a variety of roles for the 
Hurricanes in the future, while Rees is a skilled forward that 
plays a gritty, agitating game. Both players should be NHL 
players as early as the 2022 season, but it all depends on 
how they develop in the AHL this year. Now that the AHL is 
back to normal and more competitive, how does Rees 

develop? I believe that he’ll be fine because after all, his 
game is almost perfectly suited for both pro hockey and the 
Hurricanes’ system.  

As for Drury, I’m curious to see how he looks in a league 
that’s a different style of play than the SHL. These are the 
two prospects not named Seth Jarvis that are closest to the 
NHL right now, so tracking these players’ development 
should be interesting this season. If both players perform 
well enough, it’s possible that we see some NHL debuts at 
some point this season, too. 

What Does Bryce Montgomery Bring to the Table? 

Finally, something that I’m very curious in is what made 
Montgomery stand out to the Hurricanes. Due to the OHL not 
having a season last year, it was hard to get any sort of 
quality film on Montgomery. Because of that, I don’t have a 
ton of information on the player himself. From watching him 
at the Prospects Showcase last month, I could tell that his 
size and skating were two of his best assets, but there wasn’t 
much else to go off of due to the brief sample of the 
tournament.  

After watching his first two OHL games from this past 
weekend, I have a better idea of Montgomery’s skill set. His 
puck skills are impressive and I think that he has more to 
give offensively than we’ve seen so far. The Hurricanes 
clearly see a player with a ton of raw skill, and when you’re 
as good at developing as the Hurricanes are, you take those 
types of players. Montgomery is one of the bigger stories in 
the pipeline because he’s playing in his first OHL games in 
over a year and a half. The fact that he was able to make 
enough of an impression in the limited games that he 
received is impressive enough.  

There are a few other minor things to keep an eye on this 
season, such as whether or not Lenni Killinen earns a 
contract, Patrik Puistola’s season with Jukurit, whether 
Anttoni Honka earns a contract, and how our freshmen in 
college look this season. With roughly 44 prospects in the 
pipeline (not counting AHL players on two way deals), it’s 
tough to fit everyone in one article. Still, these are some of 
the most interesting topics in the pipeline this season and 
ones that I’ll be revisiting as the season goes on.  
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: They’re Off and Running 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Pittsburgh Penguin: 6 Points (2-0-2) 

Every year you can just set it and forget it. The Pittsburgh 
Penguins will win games with tons of injuries and without one 
of their key players. This time the Penguins are out to a quick 
start without their top two centers, Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin, earning points in their first four games. This streak 
was also against top talent in the Tampa Bay Lightning and 
the Florida Panthers, both expected to compete for the 
Atlantic Division and the top seed in the Eastern Conference. 

The Penguins have been relying on Jeff Carter to be their top 
center with the overall top-line of Jake Guentzel and Danton 
Heinen on Carter’s wings. Heinen wasted no time on the top 
line with three goals, but the Penguins had an even more 
unlikely hero in their first game, Brian Boyle. Boyle sat out 
last season but was signed to a PTO contract in September 
and is now playing fourth-line center and scored a goal in the 
win over the Lightning. The rest of the division was hoping to 
get a head-start against the Pens without their top-two 
centers, but those dreams seem to be fading away after 
every game. 

2. Washington Capitals: 5 Points (2-0-1) 

It's tough to make headlines during the first week of the 
season, but Alexander Ovechkin has reached two milestones 
in the young season. He scored his 732nd career goal 
against the New York Rangers to pass Marcel Dionne for 
fifth place in the NHL's all-time goal-scoring list. The Russian 
winger also played in his 1,200th career game last night 
against the Colorado Avalanche. He has played in 96% of 
the Washington Capitals games since he was drafted. 
Wayne Gretzky mentioned Wednesday night on TNT that he 
is rooting for Ovi to break his record. It is crazy to remember 
how many games he has lost due to multiple lockouts and 
now multiple pandemic shortened seasons. 

One of the main pieces for the Caps is forward Evgeny 
Kuznetsov. The 29-year-old currently makes $7.8 million 
AAV and is signed through the 2024-2025 season. Over the 
last two seasons, he has been disappointing and included 
multiple suspensions for disobeying team and COVID rules. 
With that much money tied up in a player on a contending 
roster, the Caps have been relying on him to step up his 
game. It appears that he may be back to his 2017-2018 form 
with two goals and two assists so far in the season. This 
includes a two-goal performance against the Aves last night.  

3. New York Rangers: 5 Points (2-1-1) 

The New York Rangers' commitment to toughness this 
season has produced some mixed results. They came out of 
the gates slow against the Capitals team they so focused on 
and the Dallas Stars before getting back-to-back wins in 
Canada. It's easy to see that the Rangers are going to focus 
on outhitting their opponents all season. The Caps and Stars 
were able to match that play and win with their skill, the 
Maple Leafs were unable to match the physicality and lost in 
overtime. This season through four games the Rangers have 
115 hits the most through four games of any season since 

the 2015-2016 season. This is also the most in the NHL this 
season. 

New York is also being led from the crease. Igor Shesterkin 
has a .949 sv% and a 1.62 GAA in his three games played 
and a record of 2-0-1. The only regulation loss came at the 
hands of backup, Alexandar Georgiev. Shesterkin has only 
given up four goals in regulation in three games played. His 
ability to keep the flood gates closed has helped the Rangers 
win low-scoring games. With just one and a half skilled lines, 
the Rangers are not going to be able to win high-scoring 
contests, but they can win in three-on-three over times and 
low-scoring 2-1 game. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes: 4 Points (2-0-0) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have done what has been asked of 
them so far in this young season with a 2-0-0 record to start. 
Most of the questions around the team coming into the 
season were the uncertainty around the new additions. The 
additions from each of the last two off-seasons have directly 
led to the Canes' good start. The player with the largest 
impact has been Jesper Fast who has two goals in as many 
games played. Jordan Martinook mentioned how hard it was 
to bond as a team last season with COVID restrictions and 
how he’s not surprised that these guys are able to play better 
earlier on in the season. 

The defense which is made up of 50% new players, has also 
looked solid up and down the lineup. The Canes have been 
able to use Ethan Bear in the top pairing with Jaccob Slavin 
with the newcomer seeing over 18:00 per game. This has 
allowed Rod Brind’Amour to shelter Tony DeAngelo on the 
third pairing with veteran Ian Cole, while also allowing 
DeAngelo to QB the top powerplay without having to worry 
about his defensive liabilities.  

Brind’Amour has also had increased confidence in the 
younger forwards of Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov. 
Both have played significant roles in the top six. Svechnikov 
has come out of the gates fast in a larger role and leads the 
team with three goals in just two games. This play also helps 
relieve pressure from the top players like Sebastian Aho 
when they don’t score because they know the second line 
can pick up the slack.  

5. New Jersey Devils: 4 Points (2-0-0) 

Like the Carolina Hurricanes, the New Jersey Devils have 
played just two games so far this season. They had one of 
the best highlights of the year with an overtime win in their 
first game which also included an all-time great goal 
celebration by Jack Hughes. Hughes is going to be the 
biggest player to watch this season for the Devils. In just his 
third year in the NHL, he is playing on the top line. He 
already has two goals this season which should see him 
pass his previous career-best of 11 goals he set last season. 
With three points in two games, he is also likely to outpace 
his 31 point season last year which was also a career-best. 
However, he is now listed as day-to-day with a shoulder 
injury that he suffered last night. 
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Goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood was placed on IR for a 
heel injury which means between the pipes they are going to 
have to rely on a new acquisition, and Carolina Hurricanes 
legend, Jonathan Bernier. Bernier struggled in the first game 
with a .889 sv% but bounced back against the Kraken last 
night. They have brought in Scott Wedgewood to act as the 
backup in the meantime. Lucky for the Devils they don’t have 
any back-to-back sets until Halloween which could be the 
first time Wedgewood could see action. The other night that 
could make sense to give Bernier the night off is Saturday 
when the Buffalo Sabres come to town. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 4 Points (2-1-0) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets quick start can only be 
described as fool’s gold. Their first three games have been 
against the Arizona Coyotes, Seattle Kraken, and the Detroit 
Red Wings who are all in a (re)building phase. It's not 
unrealistic to have thought that they would win all three of 
these games heading into the season. The rest of the month 
will start the gauntlet of nine games against good teams that 
could end with Columbus losing seven to eight games very 
easily. This includes a game against the Canes on Saturday. 

The Blue Jackets are getting contributions from key players 
with question marks. Patrik Laine and Max Domi each have 
a goal and multiple assists. Laine is coming off a tough 
season where he only scored 12 goals and Domi only had 
nine. Both were parts of huge trades that included major 
pieces from the Blue Jackets and have big shoes to fill. The 
bad news for the Blue Jackets, Domi was added to IR and is 
expected to miss 2-4 weeks with broken ribs. Columbus will 
hope that it will not derail his return to form long term.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 3 Points (1-0-1) 

Heading into the season it was known that the Flyers’ 
chances rest on the shoulders of goaltender Carter Hart, and 
the first week proved this to be the truth. The Flyers 1-0-1 
record directly correlated with his play. In their first game, the 

Flyers lost to a rebuilding Vancouver Canucks team in 
overtime because Hart gave up five goals on 39 shots with a 
.897 save percentage. In their win over the expansion 
Seattle Kraken, he only let up one goal and made some 
highlight saves. Without a quality backup plan this season, 
the Flyers will go the way of Hart all season.  

It is important to remember they are only two games into an 
82 game season and have only played against two Pacific 
teams that are likely to miss the playoffs. Their first real test 
will come in the coming week when they play two playoff 
favorites in the Atlantic in the Boston Bruins and the Florida 
Panthers. This will be a big test to see if they can compete 
against quality teams. Another weird schedule quirk, the 
Flyers don’t open up division play until November 4th against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

8. New York Islanders: 2 Points (1-2-0) 

This is the first year that the New York Islanders have all of 
the expectations on their shoulders, but they were dealt a 
tough hand to start the season with a 13-game road trip. 
Carolina Hurricanes fans can remember how these long 
early road trips can derail a season before it begins, but if 
they can survive with a good record, they will have a ton of 
home cooking at the end of the season to help boost their 
points in the standings. The team will not play their first home 
game in their brand new stadium until a month from now on 
November 20th. 

Being away from home that long is tough on anyone, but it is 
even worse when you are starting a season and trying to get 
back in rhythm. Goalies are normally creatures of habit which 
can explain Ilya Sorokin’s rough start. Sorokin let up 11 goals 
against in his first two games but was able to turn it around in 
game three earning the second star of the game with a 39 
save, one goal against performance. Even with last night’s 
performance he still ranks fifth to last with -2.93 goals saved 
above average, a large number in just three games.  

Carolina Hurricanes at Montreal Canadiens: Game Preview 

By Ryan Henkel   

Carolina Hurricanes (2-0-0) @ Montreal Canadiens (0-4-0) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 3 
Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 
Bell Centre — Montreal, Quebec 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Eyes on the Prize 

The Carolina Hurricanes will finally be back in action after 
having four straight days without games. After the season we 
just had, it has felt like an eternity since the Hurricanes last 
played, but the extra off time should be beneficial to a team 
that head coach Rod Brind’Amour said “didn’t play a very 
good game,” and that had “nothing going the way it should 
look.” 

The only lineup tweak the the Hurricanes have been working 
with is swapping Teuvo Teravainen to the first line with 
Sebastian Aho and Jesperi Kotkaniemi and moving Martin 
Necas down to the second line with Vincent Trocheck and 
Andrei Svechnikov.  

Good news for Carolina is that the Montreal Canadiens 
currently look like a team devoid of purpose or drive. Still 
looking for their first win of the season, the Habs have scored 
just three goals and conceded 15 in just four games. 

The absence of Carey Price obviously hurts the latter, but 
the team has not looked good on the ice at any point this 
season.  

Maybe the matchup with their new found social rival will 
spark the team, but so far the Stanley Cup runner-ups are in 
for a long season if something doesn’t change. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Canadiens 

Record 2-0-0 0-4-0 

Goals/Game 4.50 0.75 

Goals Against/Game 2.50 3.75 
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Category Hurricanes Canadiens 

Shots/Game 36.50 29.00 

Face Off Win % 52.7% 47.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.2% (13th) 0.0% (32nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 100.0% (3rd) 58.8% (29th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.84% 50.63% 

ES PDO 102.53 94.78 

PIM/Game 07:00 09:00 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jake Allen 

Record 2-0-0 0-3-0 

Save % .926 .885 

GAA 2.50 3.05 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Sam Montembeault 

Record 0-0-0 0-1-0 

Save % .000 .861 

GAA 0.00 5.00 

Game Notes 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi makes his return to Montreal, 
and I don’t anticipate a warm welcome. It will be 
interesting to see if the upper management drama 
bleeds down onto the ice though. 

 So far, it has seemed that Frederik Andersen has 
been the go-to guy getting both start so far. Maybe 
this will be Antti Raanta’s turn, but the Canes look 
to have a guy they trust already. 

 When will Seth Jarvis get a game? Could be 
Thursday, or it could not be. My best guess is if 
there isn’t any injuries, he gets in for the first back-
to-back of the season — either Game 6 or 7. The 
first game is on October 28 against the Boston 
Bruins and the second is October 29 against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article255080067.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/2892528/2021/10/20/vincent-trocheck-subscriber-qa-on-movember-the-hurricanes-top-chirper-tattoos-pregame-playlists-and-
more/ 

https://theathletic.com/2904349/2021/10/21/jesperi-kotkaniemi-is-happy-in-carolina-and-looking-forward-to-being-booed-at-the-bell-centre/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-heading-into-hostile-territory/19936160/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/part-of-the-job-kotkaniemi-prepared-for-return-to-montreal/c-327056956 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/10/21/nhl-rink-wrap-struggling-canadiens-face-returning-kotkaniemi/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/canadiens-hope-to-halt-0-4-slide-against-stellar-hurricanes/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/19/22734572/quick-whistles-andrei-svechnikov-hot-start-frederik-andersen-gem-overreactions-carolina-

hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/20/22734373/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospect-storylines 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/20/22735971/carolina-hurricanes-metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-theyre-off-and-running 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/21/22737064/carolina-hurricanes-at-montreal-canadiens-game-preview 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 21, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

1193611 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Canadiens Notebook: Getting off to an 0-4 start shouldn't be shocking 

Any team that lost its No. 1 goalie, its top defenceman and captain and 
its No. 1 centre over the off-season would be expected to struggle. 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

It shouldn’t come as a shock that the Canadiens are off to an 0-4-0 start 
this season. 

Any NHL team that loses it’s No. 1 goalie (Carey Price), it’s top 
defenceman and captain (Shea Weber) and it’s No. 1 centre (Phillip 
Danault) over the off-season would be expected to struggle. The 
Canadiens also lost Tomas Tatar, meaning two-thirds of their old No. 1 
line is gone with Brendan Gallagher the only one left. 

Add in the fact that top-four defenceman Joel Edmundson has been 
sidelined with an undisclosed injury and has now left the team to be with 
his father, who is suffering from cancer, and it’s understandable that the 
Canadiens are winless heading into their fifth game of the season 
Thursday night at the Bell Centre against the Carolina Hurricanes (7 
p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

“You miss all of those guys, but we’ve replaced those guys with good 
players as well,” defenceman Ben Chiarot said after practice Wednesday 
at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard. “It’s got nothing to do with the 
personnel in the room. We have the skill and the talent in there. It’s about 
putting it together and putting it on the ice.” 

The Canadiens haven’t been able to do that so far, scoring only three 
goals in their first four games. They are the only team in the NHL that 
doesn’t have a single point in the standings. 

“It’s on each individual guy to bring their best effort every night,” Chiarot 
said. “It’s on the leadership group to make sure we’re getting that out of 
everyone. When you’re 0-4 everyone has to just look at themselves 
before they’re looking at anyone else and pointing figures. So I think 
that’s what’s most important right now is everyone looking at themselves, 
not kind of point the finger at someone else.” 

Where’s the offence? 

Jonathan Drouin, who has two goals, is the only forward to score for the 
Canadiens this season. The other goal came from defenceman Chris 
Hoffman. 

“It’s only been four games,” said forward Tyler Toffoli, who led the 
Canadiens last season with 28 goals in 52 games. “I think I’ve gone 12, 
13 games without scoring (before). Everybody right now is talking about 
scoring goals and how everybody has to score. I wish we could score 20 
goals a night, but that’s not the way it is. It’s a team game and we can 
win games 1-0. It’s not a matter of winning games 5-0. 

“Our goal is winning games and whoever is providing the offence that’s 
what it is and we have enough guys in the lineup throughout who can 
contribute,” Toffoli added. “We all have to just play the same way and 
when we play the right way it’s easier to create offence and play in their 
zone.” 

Toffoli noted that when he broke into the NHL with the Los Angeles Kings 
in 2012-13 his focus was more on playing a solid 200-foot game than on 
scoring goals. 

“That’s something I take pride in,” said Toffoli, who is minus-4 this 
season and tied with Chiarot for the worst plus/minus on the team. “So 
for me to be on the ice for goals against right now and not be able to 
contribute is definitely frustrating and that’s honestly more frustrating to 
me than scoring. So I think we just got to figure out that 200-foot game. 

“You’re not going to get six Grade A scoring chances a night,” Toffoli 
added. “You might get one. You might have to get one go off your foot or 
go off your face, whatever it is. You just got to find a way.” 

Juggling the lines 

In an effort to generate some offence head coach Dominique Ducharme 
juggled his lines again at practice Wednesday. 

Toffolil, who had been on a line with Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield, 
found himself on a new line with Mathieu Perreault and Caufield. 

“He’s great,” Toffolli said about Perreault. “He’s gritty. He likes to hold on 
to the puck. He’s very tenacious, so hopefully we can perform tomorrow, 
whether that’s scoring goals or just momentum for our team. That’s what 
we need to do and we need to perform. I think we’re all just excited to get 
on the ice tomorrow and do what we can do. 

“It doesn’t really matter who you’re playing with,” Toffoli added. “You just 
got to execute and perform. So that’s kind of what I’m trying to do. Trying 
to find the game that I want to be at and perform. It’s been a little bit of a 
process and taken longer than usual. So just got to go and play and find 
the dirty areas and just do it.” 

The lines 

Here’s how the forward lines and defence pairings looked at practice 
Wednesday: 

Hoffman – Suzuki – Gallagher 

Drouin – Dvorak – Anderson 

Toffoli – Perreault – Caufield 

Lehkonen – Evans – Armia 

Brooks – Paquette 

Kulak – Petry 

Chiarot – Wideman 

Romanov – Savard 

Niku 

New leadership group 
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With Weber, Price, Danault and Corey Perry all gone from last season, 
the Canadiens need a new leadership group to step up. 

“The leadership in the room has to keep the group of the right mindset of 
what we’re capable of when we stick to our plan,” Chiarot said. “We’re 
lucky that we’re fresh off of some success (last season) in seeing what 
the coaches kind of present to us works. A lot of teams don’t have that 
where they’re not coming off of a successful run to see what it feels like 
and what playing the right way can do for a team. So we’re lucky it’s 
fresh in our minds and we need to get back to that same page that we 
were on and we’re working towards that. 

“The leadership in the room has to keep everyone on the same page,” 
Chiarot added. “Make sure we’re receiving the message from the 
coaching staff and that it’s being followed in the room We can’t have 
guys going off on their own page. That’s not how the game works and 
that’s not how we’re going to be successful. We’re not an all-star team 
with 50-goal scorers. We got a hard-working group of guys that need to 
play together to be successful, so I think that’s the best thing is everyone 
just staying on the same page.” 

What’s next? 

The Canadiens have a morning skate scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Thursday 
at the Bell Sports Complex before facing the Sharks Thursday night at 
the Bell Centre. 

The Canadiens are then scheduled to practise at 10:30 a.m. Friday at the 
Bell Sports Complex before wrapping up their four-game home stand 
Saturday night at the Bell Centre against the Detroit Red Wings  (7 p.m., 
CITY, TVA Sports, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

After that, the Canadiens will hit the road for a four-game West Coast trip 
with games in Seattle, San Jose, Los Angeles and Anaheim. 
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Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin doubtful Shea Weber will ever play again 

"I think it's a long shot," GM says about team captain. "You never know, 
but I would say it's a long shot." 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

GM Marc Bergevin says he has a plan for Shea Weber, but it doesn’t 
seem like it involves the captain playing again for the Canadiens. 

Bergevin said Wednesday that Weber won’t play this season because of 
numerous injuries and when asked if the 36-year-old defenceman might 
play again in the future said: “I think it’s a long shot. You never know, but 
I would say it’s a long shot.” 

But Bergevin added: “I think Shea’s presence means a lot, says a lot. 
Lots of times just his look, the way he looked at the team or the players 
would send a message and that’s hard to do from Kelowna (where 
Weber is now). I have a plan in mind that I’m trying to play out for Shea. 
Until I do that I’m going to keep that with me. But if something comes up 
I’ll let you guys know.” 

Bergevin said Weber hasn’t had surgery on his injured left thumb or his 
left foot and ankle. Weber had surgery in 2018 to repair tendons in his 
left foot. 

“I know there was talk about his ankle, but I believe the specialist that did 
his ankle doesn’t believe that doing surgery at this point would make 
anything better,” Bergevin said. “That’s why they’re trying to do some 
rehab.” 

The Canadiens are off to an 0-4-0 start this season and are obviously 
missing Weber both on and off the ice for his leadership. Bergevin noted 
that the New York Islanders lost their captain, John Tavares, when he 
signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs as a free agent three years ago but 
found a way to keep winning without him. He said the Canadiens need to 
do the same thing now. 

“We’re not playing in synch,” Bergevin said about the Canadiens, who 
have only scored three goals in their first four games. “I don’t sit with the 
coaches the next day and cut the game (tape) as they do. But as I’m 
watching I don’t like our puck support … I just don’t like it. I see we’re just 
trying to do too much and then last night (in a 5-0 loss to the San Jose 
Sharks) what I saw for the first time is after they scored that first goal we 
got tight. That’s a team that shows it has no confidence and they have to 
overcome that. You start with a win and then you snowball, but that’s 
where it has to start. 

“You can say we don’t have any puck luck, well you work for your puck 
luck also,” the GM added. “We don’t have any penalties. Well, you work 
to draw penalties and that’s not the case right now. They’ve done it 
before and they have to find a way to dig deep and look around. Winners 
find solutions, losers find excuses, so there’s no excuse. Some key guys 
are missing … you got to find a way.” 

Bergevin said his players might be guilty of trying to take the easy way 
out after advancing to the Stanley Cup final last season before losing to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“We had success, so we’re just going to go out there and have success,” 
he said. “(NHL commissioner) Gary Bettman, when they introduced the 
salary cap wanted to build parity in this league. Well, there is … there’s 
your parity. Because on every given night anybody could beat anybody, 
almost. I call it a one-goal league. You play .500, you get 15 extra points 
in your shootouts and overtime and you’re in the playoffs. So that’s what 
the league is now and if you’re not ready 100 per cent there’s the 
results.” 

Bergevin isn’t planning to make any changes to his team and said it’s up 
to the players to start performing up to their potential. 

“I do like our team,” he said. “There’s some pretty good hockey players 
downstairs (in the locker room) that are not playing up to the potential 
and until they do there’s nothing that I’m going to do to make a change 
just to make a change.” 

When asked if players not playing up to their potential was on them or on 
the coach, Bergevin said: “You would say in the past after a long time it 
could be on the coach. But on short time — and when I know from the 
inside what’s the message they’re telling — I think it’s on every one of 
them. You look at yourself in the mirror and you say: ‘What can I do to 
turn this around?’ and not: ‘What he can do for me?’ It’s what you could 
do for the team.” 

They’re definitely going to have to do it without Weber. 
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Stu Cowan: Perfect storm brewing as Canadiens host Hurricanes 

Imagine the reaction at the Bell Centre following a fifth straight loss and a 
goal from Carolina's Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

 

Stu Cowan Montreal Gazette 

 

The only good news for Canadiens fans who were at the Bell Centre 
Tuesday night is that they didn’t have to deal with any traffic when they 
headed home after the game. 
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There wasn’t much traffic before the game, either. 

Official attendance was 16,095, but it certainly didn’t look like that many 
people were in the seats. It was a big drop from the full house of 21,105 
for last Saturday’s home opener. 

By the time the final horn sounded Tuesday, the Bell Centre was almost 
empty as the Canadiens lost 5-0 to the San Jose Sharks , dropping their 
record to 0-4. After a 3-1 loss to the Rangers in the home opener, on 
Twitter Michael Farber compared the Canadiens with New York’s old 
GAG (Goal a Game) Line of Jean Ratelle, Vic Hadfield and Rod Gilbert 
because the team had three goals in three games. Now the Canadiens 
are the 0.75 (goals per game) Team. 

There are a number of reasons for the empty seats at the Bell Centre. 
First, the Canadiens only learned on Oct. 1 that they would be allowed 
full capacity as COVID-19 restrictions were loosened. That didn’t leave a 
lot of time to sell tickets. 

There’s also the high cost of tickets during a time when the economy has 
been hard-hit by the pandemic and the fact many people are probably 
still reluctant to be in a packed indoor arena. The product on the ice has 
also been terrible and the Canadiens are the only team in the NHL 
without a point in the standings. 

There are a lot of empty seats in lower bowl of Bell Centre for start of 
#Habs game. #HabsIO pic.twitter.com/ixS3k1JwBr 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) October 19, 2021 

What would make things even worse is a perfect storm hitting the Bell 
Centre Thursday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM) when 
the Canadiens face the Carolina Hurricanes, who are 2-0, and former 
Canadien Jesperi Kotkaniemi. It will be Kotkaniemi’s first game in 
Montreal since agreeing to a one-year, US$6.1-million offer sheet from 
Carolina and you know Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon would love to rub 
a little more salt in the Canadiens’ wounds as payback for GM Marc 
Bergevin’s failed attempt to get Sebastian Aho out of Carolina two years 
ago with a five-year, US$42.295-million offer sheet. 

Dundon might even give Kotkaniemi an $82 bonus (to match his new 
jersey number) if he can score against the Canadiens. Imagine the 
reaction at the Bell Centre following a fifth straight loss and a goal from 
Kotkaniemi. 

You could hear the loud boos after Tuesday’s game even though there 
weren’t many fans left in the building. 

“We’ve been through that before,” the Canadiens’ Brendan Gallagher 
said after the game when asked about the boos. “You get a couple of 
wins, they’ll be back. That’s what any market, any fans are going to feel. 
They’re frustrated. The thing about us as players is we have an 
opportunity to change that and fix what’s going on. They don’t, so they 
feel like their only voice is to boo us. 

“Like I said, I’ve been through that before in this market,” Gallagher 
added. “I think this is Year 10 (for me). It won’t be the last time, but 
what’s important is when you go through these situations it’s challenging 
in the locker room to stay on task and to trust the process. But you’re not 
going to get out of this if you get guys going off on their separate pages. 
We have things to fix and it starts tomorrow. We get on that and, to a 
man, bring a little bit more and start working toward those solutions and 
the reaction from the fans will change.” 

Canadiens defenceman Jeff Petry is normally calm and cool on and off 
the ice. But after Tuesday’s game, he was so upset you could almost see 
the steam coming off his moustache when he spoke about the team 
basically having two no-shows in the first four games, including a 5-1 loss 
to the Sabres in Buffalo. 

“Half of our games have been … no effort,” Petry said. “So, yeah, it’s 
frustrating.” 

The Canadiens will wrap up their four-game homestand Saturday night 
against the Detroit Red Wings, who have a 2-0-1 record. With five goals, 

the Red Wings’ Tyler Bertuzzi has two more than the entire Canadiens 
team. Thankfully for the Canadiens, Bertuzzi won’t be playing Saturday 
because he has refused to get vaccinated for COVID-19 and can’t cross 
the border. 

“We’re going through a tough time right now,” Gallagher said. “You want 
to be a team that you can count on your character in that locker room. 
Well, now’s the time. It’s not going to be easy. A lot of people are going 
to turn on us. It’s going to be important in that locker room that we don’t. 
We do the right thing, we work to find solutions. It’s never easy to get out 
of these things. It’s very disappointing that it’s happening at the very 
beginning of the year, but this is when you’re challenged. So you want to 
test yourself, test yourself in the toughest situations, and that’s where we 
are right now.” 
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Ducharme juggles Canadiens' lines, defence pairings 

The most significant change was the decision to break up the Suzuki-
Caufield-Toffoli line, which had been the top trio during the playoffs. 

 

Pat Hickey Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Oct 20, 2021   

 

When the Canadiens looked at their schedule to start the season, they 
probably thought there was a good chance they could keep the ship 
afloat until No. 1 goaltender Carey Price resolved the issues that led him 
to enter the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program. 

Fresh off a trip to the Stanley Cup final, the Canadiens would play nine of 
their first 11 games against teams that failed to make the playoffs last 
season. 

But as the Canadiens prepare to host the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM) they are 0-4 
and three of those losses were to have-nots, including an embarrassing 
road loss to the Buffalo Sabres, who haven’t been in the playoffs since 
2011. 

General manager Marc Bergevin, who made a rare guest appearance at 
a post-practice news conference Wednesday to discuss the trade and 
assure folks he’s not the reason he doesn’t have a contract extension, 
said the results could be chalked up to the parity NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman envisioned with the introduction of the salary cap. 

But Bergevin and head coach Dominique Ducharme said the Canadiens 
have talented players who aren’t reaching their potential. 

Ducharme’s pre-season goal was to have scoring on each of his four 
lines, but Montreal has managed only three goals in four games. 

“We have one line that’s kind of clicking,” said Ducharme, who paused 
and added: “Kind of.” 

That lukewarm endorsement was for the trio of Jonathan Drouin, 
Christian Dvorak and Josh Anderson. Drouin has scored two of 
Montreal’s three goals and that was the only line that remained intact at 
practice Wednesday as Ducharme juggled his offensive lines and his 
defence pairings. 

The most significant change was the decision to break up the line of Nick 
Suzuki, Cole Caufield and Tyler Toffoli, which had been Montreal’s top 
line during the playoff run. Newcomer Mike Hoffman and Brendan 
Gallagher will join Suzuki on the top line, while gritty Mathieu Perreault 
will centre Toffoli and Caufield. 

The big surprise was that there was no room for Joël Armia. He was an 
extra as Jake Evans returned after missing one game with an upper-body 
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injury and he centred the fourth line with Cédric Paquette and Artturi 
Lehkonen. 

Ducharme said there were players who were working hard to make 
individual plays, but that the key to turning things around is to return to 
the team game, which was so successful during the post-season. 

Brett Kulak, who was one of the few players to show signs of 
competence during Tuesday’s 5-0 loss to San Jose , will join Jeff Petry 
on the top defence pairing. The other pairings have Alexander Romanov 
with David Savard and Ben Chiarot with Chris Wideman. 

Joel Edmundson, who started the season on the injured reserve list, is 
healthy but his return has been delayed because his father is battling 
cancer. He has gone home to Manitoba. 

There was talk about a void in the leadership and Bergevin said he was 
mulling a role for captain Shea Weber, who is in Kelowna, B.C., 
rehabbing a number of injuries. Bergevin said Weber doesn’t require 
surgery, but said the veteran definitely won’t play this season. 
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In a 'perfect world,' Marc Bergevin would remain as Canadiens GM 

Doesn't want to talk about report he could be joining the Los Angeles 
Kings next season. 

 

Stu Cowan  Montreal Gazette 

 

Marc Bergevin says that in a “perfect world” he wants to stay on as GM 
of the Canadiens beyond this season. 

“In a perfect world, yes,” Bergevin said during an unexpected interview 
session Wednesday at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard. 

Of course, this isn’t a perfect world and Bergevin is in the final year of his 
contract. Bergevin’s answer certainly makes it look like money and/or 
term is the issue in his talks with team owner/president Geoff Molson 
about a new contract. 

It also makes it look like he won’t be back in Montreal next year. 

“I do still control all the strings,” Bergevin said about doing his job as a 
lame-duck GM. “I’m totally in charge. And like always in the past when I 
make something significant, I always run it by not only the people who 
work with me, either (assistant GM) Scott Mellanby or whoever, but I also 
run it by Geoff, telling him what I do, why I do it. So nothing has changed 
that way. I’m pretty transparent.” 

The Canadiens have announced they won’t discuss Bergevin’s contract 
until the end of the season, but there are many questions that should be 
answered. For example, why is Molson OK with a lame-duck GM running 
a team that has an 0-4 record? 

There was a report by Larry Brooks of the New York Post last week that 
Bergevin could end up with the Los Angeles Kings next season. When 
Bergevin was asked about that, he didn’t want to talk about it, saying his 
only focus is on making the Canadiens a better team. 

There was no early announcement Wednesday from the Canadiens that 
Bergevin would be speaking to the media. 

“There’s no reason especially,” Bergevin said. “But Montreal’s a different 
market, it’s a special market. As we know, sometimes tension is higher 
than it should be or vice-versa. I feel as the hockey boss I think it’s just to 
show my support to the team and also my concern. But I believe the 
answer is within and if you have any questions that’s why I was here 
today. No other reason.” 

The GM said he hasn’t spoken with Carey Price since the goalie entered 
the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program two weeks ago. 

“Those type of situations, they’re very limited in their contacts outside,” 
Bergevin said. 

The GM also announced that defenceman Joel Edmundson, who missed 
all of training camp and has yet to play a game this season because of 
an undisclosed injury, has left the team to be with his ailing father. 

“He came to me … it’s his father and it’s been an ongoing battle with 
cancer,” Bergevin said. “Joel came to me and he’s a big man … you 
know the way he plays and that’s how he conducts himself and he was 
very shaken up by the fact that his dad was not doing well. So I gave him 
a hug and I said: ‘Listen, take the time you need. Family comes first.’ So I 
don’t know when he will be back, but he needs to take the time he has to 
take with his family.” 

Bergevin said he has spoken with captain Shea Weber, who remains at 
his home in Kelowna, B.C., while recovering from numerous injuries. 
Bergevin said Weber won’t play this season. When asked if Weber will 
play again, the GM said: “I think it’s a long shot. You never know, but I 
would say it’s a long shot.” 

It’s also looking like a long shot that Bergevin will be back as GM next 
season. 
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What the Puck: Litany of questions surround struggling Canadiens 

It has been a disastrous start for the Canadiens with Montreal dropping 
its first four games. 

 

Brendan Kelly Montreal Gazette 

 

The last time the Canadiens started a season with four losses, the team 
president fired the general manager and the head coach. I don’t believe 
CH president Geoff Molson is going to pink-slip GM Marc Bergevin and 
head coach Dominique Ducharme, but Molson should be very worried by 
what he’s seen this season. 

It was the start of the 1995-96 season when Ronald Corey sent Serge 
Savard and Jacques Demers packing after four straight losses and it was 
an idiotic thing to do. Actually it wasn’t nearly as stupid as replacing 
Savard with Réjean Houle and Demers with Mario Tremblay. That 
misguided move led directly to Patrick Roy leaving town a few months 
later and set in motion the quarter-century of mediocrity that followed. So 
thanks, Ronald! 

But if I was Molson — I know, a scary thought! — I’d be one unhappy 
dude today. This team looks completely lost. On Tuesday night , they 
simply didn’t come to play against an average San Jose Sharks team, 
which embarrassed them 5-0. There were no positives. 

They’ve scored three goals in four games. The power play is a dreadful 
0-for-13 and the penalty kill is horrendous, giving up seven goals on 17 
short-handed occasions. There is something very wrong here. 

Let’s start with the obvious. Ducharme is not impressing. What’s the logic 
of playing Brendan Gallagher, one of the team’s leading goal scorers, on 
the third line with a centre, Adam Brooks, who is not an NHL player. After 
four losses, Ducharme finally noticed that and he put Gally with Mike 
Hoffman and Nick Suzuki at Wednesday’s practice. 

Why is it that, for 25 years, Montreal often has either a rookie coach or a 
recycled coach who’s already been here? The answer to that question is 
all about language politics and I’m not going there today. 
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Here’s another question: Why hasn’t the team had a bona fide star 
forward since the 1980s? Every team gets one now and then, but not the 
Habs. Weird. 

Bergevin fits solidly into the post-1993 tradition of Montreal GMs who 
manage by panic. There’s never even a medium-term plan. There’s 
never a real rebuild. Mostly you hope your goalie performs miracles, 
which is exactly what happened last spring and led to that fluky 
appearance in the Stanley Cup final. 

Part of the problem is the prolonged absence of Carey Price and Shea 
Weber. But neither was any good during the last regular season. Jake 
Allen isn’t a No. 1 goalie. But that, too, isn’t the real issue. This team 
can’t score and the D corps has forgotten that you need to cover the guy 
in front of the net. Alexander Romanov looks like a dud. 

Cole Caufield, who was supposed to be a leading candidate for the 
Calder Trophy as rookie of the year, can’t seem to do much right. Though 
he did have one great chance Tuesday during the third period, when he 
rang a zinger off the crossbar. Suzuki, who just signed a huge contract, 
isn’t half the player he used to be. 

This is a team with no direction and it’s clear that the post-season 
success of the past two years has to be chalked up to the COVID-19 rule 
changes that first let a 24th place team into the playoffs (in 2020) and 
then allowed the Habs to sneak in this year thanks to a weak North 
Division. 

Molson isn’t going to fire Bergevin now, but he should be thinking about 
it. As I mentioned Tuesday , Bergevin looks like he has one leg out the 
door and that’s not good for the organization. He can’t commit to the 
team and, if I’m the big boss, I wouldn’t like that one bit. 

Speaking of not liking things, what’s up with Weber not showing up for 
the opening game at the Bell Centre Saturday? I know he’s injured, but 
why wouldn’t he at least step on to the ice to wave to his fans? And if he 
couldn’t come to Montreal because of his injuries, he could’ve appeared 
on the Jumbotron via video. 

There are so many questions surrounding this team — Bergevin, Weber, 
Price. Why didn’t Bergevin sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi to avoid a hostile 
offer sheet? And if Kotkaniemi’s no good, then why did the team waste 
their No. 3 overall pick on KK? 

Why did Bergevin let Phillip Danault go? Danault says he wanted to stay 
here, but Bergevin made no effort to keep him. How much would Danault 
help this ailing penalty kill? 

Last, but far from least for Molson, there were around 5,000 empty seats 
at the game Tuesday. The government allowed the Bell Centre to fill to 
capacity and yet — in only the second home game since the start of the 
pandemic in March of 2020 — the fans voted with their feet and didn’t 
bother to show up. 

Molson should be very, very worried. 
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About Last Night: Habs look like chum in 5-0 loss to Sharks 

The Canadiens fall to 0-4 on the season and have scored only three 
goals in that span. 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

 

Are you panicking yet? 

The winless Montreal Canadiens fell to 0-4 on the season following a 5-0 
defeat at the hands of the San Jose Sharks Tuesday at the Bell Centre. 
Boos from a modest home crowd of 16,095 rained down on the 
struggling squad, who failed to beat goalie Adin Hill on 21 shots. Erik 
Karlsson and Timo Meier had three points apiece, while Jonathan Dahlen 
scored his first two NHL career goals. 

San Jose wasted no time getting on the scoreboard, lighting the lamp 
1:22 into the contest. It was originally awarded to Meier, but in the end it 
was determined Dahlen tipped the Brent Burns point blast to open 
scoring. 

Timo starts the period off strong pic.twitter.com/pn2VBShSeK 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) October 19, 2021 

Just over two minutes later, Dahlen struck again. The son of former 
Shark Ulf Dahlen was left alone to pot the rebound following the initial 
shot by Logan Couture to make it 2-0 before the foam could settle on 
everyone’s beers. 

First NHL goal for Jonathan Dahlen   pic.twitter.com/b7lUeB2hKp 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) October 19, 2021 

Brendan Gallagher tried to spark his team by dropping the gloves against 
Karlsson, but the defenceman didn’t bite and Gallagher got an extra two 
minutes in the box for his troubles. With 38 seconds left in the first period, 
Karlsson fired a precise point shot through traffic that snuck past Allen to 
give the Sharks a commanding 3-0 lead heading to the dressing rooms. 

EK65 gets his first goal of the season   pic.twitter.com/1Ut79pTQsk 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) October 19, 2021 

If you’re feeling low, you’re not alone. Let’s cut to some first intermission 
thoughts from the Liveblog commenters: 

“I’m not going to throw in the towel on the season just yet, but boy do 
they look awful out there. It’s one thing if they hung around in games and 
lost in OT/shootout, worked hard for 60 minutes, and lost but that’s not 
the case. There is absolutely no spark and most of the team seems 
completely disinterested. The usual issues continue to plague this team 
which is lack of scoring and the powerplay. Now you can add serious 
defensive issues to that list.” -Arvy Bee 

“And to think I almost bought tickets for tonight. I think I will hold off a few 
months. I don’t want to panic however I’m almost there. Back to squid 
games.” -George Marly 

“Can they bring Shea Weber back as an assistant coach? Guys might 
put more of an effort on the ice if they saw him behind the bench giving 
them his famous death stare.” -Bob Taylor 

The Sharks did more damage early in the second. With Cole Caufield in 
the box for slashing to prevent a goal-scoring opportunity, Meier beat 
Allen with a patient, blocker side blast to give the Sharks a 4-0 lead. 

Timo scores on the power play pic.twitter.com/eSYXqtdmUp 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) October 20, 2021 

The Canadiens quickly followed it up with one of their best chances of 
the night from Josh Anderson, who couldn’t beat Hill on a breakaway. 
The Habs failed to score on a man-advantage after the fourth goal, and 
remain scoreless on the power play this season after going 0-2 Tuesday 
night. That’s when the boos started coming. 

Boo-birds are coming out now at Bell Centre. This could be a very long 
season. #Habs #HabsIO 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) October 20, 2021 

By the third, the Habs had narrowed the gap in shots, but the Sharks 
were effective in keeping those shots to the outside with Hill undisturbed 
in front. Chris Wideman had a golden opportunity after jumping into the 
play, but he missed the wide open net. Back on the power play, Kevin 
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Labanc wired a tape-to-tape pass from Karlsson past Allen to extend San 
Jose’s lead to 5-0. The Sharks went 2-4 with the man-advantage. 

What   a   shot   by   Labanc pic.twitter.com/ekm4d2yr5C 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) October 20, 2021 

The game ended with more boos coming from the rafters. On Thursday, 
the Canadiens will hope for a better effort when they meet old pal Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and the Carolina Hurricanes at the Bell Centre. More 
thoughts from the Liveblog commenters: 

3. “Some games the score isn’t matching up to the actual play on the ice, 
not tonight, this looks and feels like a 5-0 game.” Ryan Katz 

2. “I get the fact that we’re playing without some of our strongest Leaders 
right now. And I also get the fact that we have a lot of new players that 
are trying to learn our system. I truly do! … But I can’t and won’t excuse 
the lack of effort and intensity. It’s just sad.” -Carin Latzel 

1. “I’d start panicking.” -R LRLeavitt 
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Marc Bergevin has sent the ball into Geoff Molson’s court. Now we wait 
to see if he’ll address the elephant in the room 

 

By Arpon Basu Oct 21, 2021 

 

Marc Bergevin has been known to do this from time to time. 

He is not someone who speaks to the media very often, generally seven 
or eight times a year, and he will sometimes make significant roster 
moves like a trade or a signing without addressing it in person. 

But sometimes, when the temperature around the Canadiens is getting 
particularly hot, he will do this. It’s commendable, a sign of leadership. 

It’s not fair to let his coach and players take all the bullets, even if they 
are largely responsible for the current situation that has the Canadiens 
sitting with an 0-4-0 record with three goals scored and 15 allowed. 

Bergevin talking Wednesday was not meant to send a message to his 
team. It was to send a message to his team’s fans, the public who live 
and die with the Canadiens. 

“I’m behind them, I have confidence in them, and we’ll get out of this 
together,” Bergevin said. 

That’s not all Bergevin said. He also called the Canadiens’ start to the 
season unacceptable, pointing out that Tyler Toffoli has no scoring 
chances — let alone goals — after four games; expressing many of the 
same things Jeff Petry said one night earlier, after the 5-0 loss to the San 
Jose Sharks, regarding the Canadiens’ puck support being nonexistent; 
and agreeing with coach Dominique Ducharme’s assessment of the team 
as being out of sync. 

All of it is true, but all of it was already known by everyone. Still, Bergevin 
saw the value in sending that message himself, in sitting there and 
answering questions and offering his assessment, because he is the man 
in charge of hockey operations for the Canadiens and sometimes you 
need to hear it from the man in charge. 

But the primary message Bergevin wanted to send was found in that 
quote. He is confident in the Canadiens, he knows they will get out of this 
funk, and he is not going to do anything drastic to help with that process. 

Mission accomplished. 

Unfortunately for Bergevin, however, this was not simply him providing a 
statement; this was him taking questions. And when it comes to Bergevin 
this season, the question of his future with the team will come up any 
time he does this, whether he likes it or not. 

“I would respectfully ask you all to stop talking about it because I still 
have a year left on my contract. So everyone should calm down,” he 
said. “I’m still on the job, and the fact I don’t have a contract next year 
has nothing to do with anything. What I see right now with the team, I 
know there are questions, and as the hockey boss, as a leader, I made 
myself available to you all. I do it when things are going well; I should do 
it when things are more difficult.” 

Except Bergevin knows very well this is not how this works. 

The questions will continue. The chatter will escalate. The speculation 
and rumours of where Bergevin is heading next year will start coming 
out, something that already began over the weekend when Larry Brooks 
of the New York Post reported he could be destined for Los Angeles. 
Bergevin is a high-profile GM, one who got the most first-place votes in 
general manager of the year voting last season (only because the voting 
is conducted after the second round of the playoffs, but he still got the 
votes), and he talks to more GMs around the league daily than perhaps 
anyone else. Stuff will get out. It’s inevitable. 

Even though Bergevin did not want to talk about his contract, those 
questions continued, and he provided a pretty significant piece of news 
when he was asked if, in a perfect world in which he controlled 
everything, he would like to be back as general manager next season. 

“In a perfect world, yes,” Bergevin responded. 

He went on to explain that he still has the authority to do his job, but that 
was not the point of the question. The point was whether he wanted to 
still be here, because that was something that remained unclear largely 
because Bergevin himself made it so. 

But now it is no longer unclear. Bergevin wants a contract extension, and 
he has not gotten one. There could be many reasons for that, and we 
have no idea what they are. That’s perfectly normal. Maybe Bergevin 
wants too much money, or maybe Geoff Molson feels it is a good time to 
bring in someone new, or maybe Molson wants to see how this season 
plays out before deciding. Who knows? It could be anything. 

But one part of the equation is no longer ambiguous, and that is 
Bergevin’s desire to stay. And by making that part of it clear, Bergevin — 
whether it was intentional or not — has sent the ball into Molson’s court. 

Just before the start of the regular season, when Bergevin was getting 
set to answer questions on Carey Price entering the NHL/NHLPA player 
assistance program, Canadiens senior vice president of public affairs and 
communications Paul Wilson stood in front of the room and informed the 
media that Bergevin had not signed a contract extension and that those 
talks would be shelved for the entire season. 

And oh yeah, one more thing, Molson would not be talking about it 
publicly. 

That’s fine. It’s his prerogative. 

What’s Molson supposed to say, you might be asking? It’s a fair 
question, because if negotiations have stalled because Molson plans on 
replacing Bergevin at the end of the season, he can’t exactly come right 
out and say that. 

But then you realize the context in which Bergevin let it be known that he 
wanted to remain GM of the Canadiens. It was in the midst of a news 
conference in which he, too, didn’t have a whole lot to add to the 
Canadiens’ current situation. Everything he said about how the team was 
playing had already been said one night earlier by Ducharme, Petry and 
Brendan Gallagher, whose comments Bergevin said summed up the 
situation best. 

No, Bergevin was there because the team’s fans needed to hear from 
him, the head of hockey operations of the Canadiens. 
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And yet, the majority owner and self-appointed team president seemingly 
has no desire to do the same, to address a situation that will simmer all 
season until it boils over at some point. 

This is another reason Molson addressing the situation becomes 
valuable, because Bergevin is a popular GM around the league and at 
some point you have to wonder what his colleagues think of him being 
left to twist in the wind like this. And if Molson decides to replace 
Bergevin — which, to be perfectly clear, is a highly defensible decision 
on many levels — then how those colleagues around the league view 
what is happening here becomes important. If any of them are wondering 
why we haven’t heard from Molson on this topic, then you would have to 
imagine it would be that much more difficult for him to potentially hire 
those people down the road. 

There is a long-held practice in the NHL of doing right by players, of not 
allowing them to linger in bad situations, of trying to find them a place to 
play if they are unable to crack your team’s lineup. Part of that is just 
trying to help the player, but another part of it is showing other players 
around the league how you treat people, thereby making your team a 
more desirable place to play. The same probably applies to management 
types. 

This is where something Bergevin said Wednesday becomes very 
appropriate. He was asked about the massive leadership void left by the 
injuries to Shea Weber and Price’s absence. 

“At the end of the day, really, you can’t go up to someone and say, 
‘Become a leader,'” Bergevin said. “At one point you have to take 
responsibility for what you have to do as a player.” 

Bergevin obviously wasn’t talking about his contract situation or Molson 
when he said this. 

But he just as well could have been. 
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Mitch Marner is off to a slow start but the Maple Leafs aren’t worried 
about him 

 

By Mark ZwolinskiSports Reporter 

Wed., Oct. 20, 2021 

 

Mitch Marner is many things to the Maple Leafs: their leading scorer last 
season, their top playmaker, and a key component of both the power 
play and the penalty kill. He also might be the team’s most scrutinized 
player. 

He was a lightning rod for critics in the spring, when he had no goals and 
four assists in the Leafs’ seven-game playoff loss to Montreal, and the 
questions are starting up again with the winger managing just one assist 
in the first four games of the young season. 

Marner is sure to break out soon — he was fourth in NHL scoring in the 
2021 season and he’s a candidate to play for Canada at the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics — but there will be no escaping the glare, at least until he and 
the Leafs break their one-and-done narrative in the playoffs. 

How is he handling it? He’s been honest and patient with his questioners, 
if not dismissive of at least one question. 

“No, nothing,” he said after practice Tuesday, when asked if he needs to 
change anything. 

Marner has already changed a number of things. He has switched roles 
on the power play, taking on a “bump” role high in the offensive zone that 

should allow him even more creativity than last season, when he led the 
team with 14 power-play assists. 

After exit meetings with the coaching staff in the spring, he worked on his 
shot, and shot mentality, over the summer. He was third on the team last 
season with 156 shots, and is fourth now with 13. 

The key for Marner is chances, getting them and creating them. That is 
the strength of his game. While working without an injured Auston 
Matthews for the first three games of the season, Marner remained a 
creative force. And in Matthews’ first game back, with Marner on his 
wing, the star centre had eight shots on goal and 16 shot attempts, more 
than he had in any game last season. 

But there’s something else that Leafs forwards have been asked to focus 
on this season: secondary scoring chances, getting to loose pucks and 
capitalizing on rebounds. It’s one of the lessons they learned when their 
offence was shut down by the Canadiens in May. 

The Leafs were one of the NHL’s top possession teams last season but 
the scoring contributions came from too few players. They could have 
eliminated Montreal in Game 5 or Game 6 — they lost both games in 
overtime — but couldn’t get the clinching goal, not from Marner and 
Matthews, who led the series in shot attempts, and not from anyone else. 

Now Marner is restoring his chemistry with Matthews, while working in 
new left winger Nick Ritchie, who has replaced Zach Hyman on the top 
line. Ritchie has zero points in four games and is also under fire, though 
no one is pushing the panic button just yet. Still, the finger hasn’t really 
been off the button since the spring. 

Marner certainly hasn’t lost the trust or confidence of head coach 
Sheldon Keefe. The winger is averaging 21 minutes and 11 seconds of 
ice tine per game, just off last season’s career high of 22:26. 

“I sense no frustration (in Marner),” Keefe said. “I think he’s feeling good, 
and I think he’s done a lot of good things. He and Auston picked up 
where they left off (in an overtime loss to the Rangers on Monday). 
Obviously, it didn’t go in for them, but I think the chemistry they have is 
there. 

“With Mitch, there’s an attention to production, he was one of the top 
scorers in the league last year, and he’s consistently been that, too. He 
also does a lot of good things for us without the puck. I’m not worried 
about the offensive side, it’s going to come.” 
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Observations, thoughts with Maple Leafs' first week in the books 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Oct 20, 2021 

 

One week down. 

The Maple Leafs will begin a busy stretch when the San Jose Sharks 
visit Scotiabank Arena for a rare Friday-night tilt, and Toronto will take 
the ice having gained five of a possible eight points through its first four 
games. 

The Leafs’ 2-1-1 record isn’t bad, but it’s not spectacular. It’s a group that 
already has had a couple of lessons in what can happen when there’s 
not enough sustained activity around the opponent’s net. Twice the Leafs 
have lost because of the play of the enemy goalie, though general 
manager Kyle Dubas has paid enough players who should be able to 
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hurdle past such obstacles. It’s a trend that shouldn’t continue with this 
bunch. 

The Leafs will return to practice on Thursday after getting a day off on 
Wednesday, with their next three-day span between games not until Dec. 
20-22. A lot of hockey is on the way. 

Here are some thoughts and observations from the Leafs’ initial strides 
into the 2021-22 regular season: 

1. It’s Auston’s show 

Not that we necessarily needed a reminder, but we got one on Monday 
night: The Leafs are Auston Matthews’ team, period. 

Mitch Marner can dazzle, captain John Tavares is diligent and William 
Nylander has taken steps to become a complete player, but Matthews is 
on another level. It’s one that is not shared by many in the National 
Hockey League. 

The fact Matthews dominated against the New York Rangers in his first 
game, when just about everyone else on the ice had the benefit of pre-
season games and the start of the regular season, sums it up. Matthews 
did everything but put the puck in the net, though you can count on him 
to start doing that with consistency. Even with the delayed beginning of 
his season, the 24-year-old should score 50 goals for the first time in his 
NHL career. 

As for Marner and Tavares, feel free to break out. One assist for Marner 
and two for Tavares is ugly, though there’s no way it’s not going to start 
dropping for either of them. 

2. Soup is hot, hot, hot 

If you carried a smidgen of doubt whether Jack Campbell would pick up 
where he left off following his overall performance in the shortened 2020-
21 season, it’s gone. 

Through Tuesday, only two goalies — Andrei Vasilevskiy of the two-time 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning and Philipp Grubauer of the expansion 
Seattle Kraken — had played more minutes than Campbell. Yet, no less 
than 29 goaltenders across the NHL had allowed more than the four 
goals that have been scored on Campbell. 

The Leafs’ intent in signing Petr Mrazek to a three-year contract in July 
was to use a tandem in net. That is on hold after Mrazek suffered a groin 
injury in his Leafs debut last Thursday in Ottawa. 

The Leafs already have started managing Campbell’s practice time, wary 
of overworking him and trying to ensure that he won’t wind up on the 
sideline with an injury. 

Once Mrazek is back, the club will bank on him playing capably enough 
to give Campbell some rest. No matter, the early indications are that the 
net will belong to Campbell once the playoffs start next spring. 

And as for the fact that Campbell is eligible for free agency next summer, 
it’s probably best not to get caught up in that now. The issue will be on 
the Leafs’ plate soon enough. 

3. Ritchie’s clock is ticking 

The idea that Nick Ritchie would break out of the gates with an 
acceptable start after he got his game going in the pre-season died fast. 

Four shots on goal and no points through four games is not good, and 
keep in mind that it’s not as though Ritchie was buried on the fourth line 
and wasn’t getting the minutes. 

The question now, with Matthews back, is what kind of patience Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe will have with Ritchie. If there aren’t productive 
returns of some sort after a few games with Matthews at centre, Keefe 
will have to at least think of dropping Ritchie and, perhaps, giving Michael 
Bunting an opportunity to play with the team’s two best forwards. 

The Leafs are free to say what they want about Ritchie — that he’s big 
and makes smart plays with the puck — but the fact remains he hasn’t 

taken grip of the chance he is getting and run with it. Keefe has to hope 
that Matthews can draw something more out of the left winger. 

4. An ‘A’ for the ‘D’ 

There should be little argument with the Leafs’ defensive effort. 

For the most part, Toronto has been structurally sound, allowing an 
average of 28 shots a game (in all situations). Through games on 
Tuesday, only the Washington Capitals and San Jose Sharks gave up 
fewer on average. 

What’s more, the Leafs have allowed just four goals at five-on-five. Come 
close to keeping that up and they’re going to win on most nights. One 
oddity: The defence pair of Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl has been on the 
ice for all four of those five-on-five goals against. 

“There’s room for improvement,” Muzzin said. “I think we can be a little 
bit more efficient with the puck in our zone. But we’re working hard, we’re 
battling, so I like where we’re at.” 
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Erik Källgren is ready for the spotlight if called on by Maple Leafs 

 

By Joshua Kloke  

Oct 20, 2021  

  

Erik Källgren walked into the Coca-Cola Coliseum on Sunday afternoon 
not knowing what to expect. He’d backstopped the Toronto Marlies to a 
5-1 win in his Marlies debut the previous night, but also understood it 
wasn’t customary for goaltenders to start in back-to-back games. 

And so when he saw his name written on a whiteboard in the starter’s 
position in the dressing room he didn’t grow anxious or even excited. 
Instead, the 25-year-old treated this curveball as he has every other 
curveball he’s faced in his career: with a stoicism that supersedes the 
age on his birth certificate. 

“The coach puts the team on the board, and you play,” said Källgren as 
he shrugged and looked back out onto the ice. “I didn’t know what they 
wanted for the weekend, but I felt good in the first game, so it felt natural 
to play the second game.” 

This is Erik Källgren, the patient, and mature goaltender who was treated 
as something of an unknown after backstopping the SHL’s Växjö Lakers 
to a league championship in May and signed a two-year contract with the 
Maple Leafs just over a week later. 

“He’s 25 but when you talk to him, you would think he’s 35,” said Robin 
Danielsson, Källgren’s goalie coach earlier in his career. 

Through a series of unfortunate events for his peers, Källgren has 
become the Marlies starting goalie. 

With the injury to Maple Leafs goalie Petr Mrazek, Michael Hutchinson 
has been called up to the Leafs to serve as Jack Campbell’s backup. 
Joseph Woll and Ian Scott, who were both expected to log time for the 
Marlies, both remain injured. Woll is questionable to return for this 
weekend’s games. Andrew D’Agostini, who went on a fairy tale run with 
the Marlies last season after signing a PTO, is back on another PTO. 

So with two starts in two days, Källgren has taken his first steps toward 
solidifying himself within the Leafs goaltending depth chart as he 
competes with other emerging goalies. 
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On Saturday, he was a standout, stopping 34-of-35 shots in the win. On 
Sunday, a far worse outcome: he gave up five goals on the same amount 
of shots. 

But those who know Källgren, and Källgren himself, insist a loss here or 
there won’t alter his drive toward ultimately playing for the Maple Leafs. 

“You can’t stay in the past. It sounds cliché, but it’s that easy,” said 
Källgren. “Everything I do is to reach the NHL.” 

Kallgren’s early years 

Nils-Erik Landén lost track of how many goalies were on the ice trying out 
for one single spot in Sweden’s Linköping HC junior program. If he had to 
guess, the goalie coach thinks there were probably 50 goalies. 

Källgren, 16 at the time, had yet to hit his growth spurt. Other goalies 
towered over him. 

“A pretty late bloomer,” Källgren said of himself. 

Yet it was Källgren who stood out. 

“My gut feeling was that this was the guy,” said Landén. 

Källgren differed in his commitment to the position. He’d studied the 
game as a teenager, could discuss goaltending techniques his peers 
could not, and could read situations on the ice well as they developed. 
Because he was often in the right position, when coaches would ask the 
dozens of goalies to make saves from different angles, Källgren was one 
of the few who could. 

He showed calmness in goal, especially in odd-man rushes, while closing 
down on pucks. 

And, again different from the other goalies on the ice, he had one single 
reason for being at this tryout. 

“A lot of kids just say they want to become an NHL player,” said Landén. 
“But he really showed it.” 

And he continued to show it over the next two junior seasons, 
consistently putting up respectable numbers and adapting to every new 
challenge. In doing so, his confidence, and his reputation, grew. 

Early in the 2014-15 season, IK Oskarshamn in Sweden’s second 
division had run into goaltender injuries. Then goalie coach Robin 
Danielsson had heard enough buzz around Källgren to invite him to 
Oskarshamn. Danielsson told an 18-year-old Källgren that if he liked 
what he saw in practice they’d try to sign him to a loan deal and get him 
into a game. 

Källgren’s response? “As long as it’s not decided that I will only be on the 
bench tomorrow.” 

“I was young, but all I wanted to do was prove to everyone that I was 
capable at that level,” Kallgren said. 

The Arizona Coyotes liked his confidence too, drafting him in the seventh 
round of the 2015 NHL draft. 

He was named to Sweden’s 2016 world junior team and continued his 
climb with two more seasons in Oskarshamn and another two with AIK, 
all in the Allsvenskan. 

By 2019, Danielsson knew there were whispers about whether Källgren 
was capable of making the jump to North America, but also knew the 
thing NHL scouts liked about him is what would help him: his unfailing 
maturity. 

Just as he separated himself from his peers on a rink years previous, 
Källgren was never subject to the kind of emotional whims his teammates 
might be. 

“He always takes the chances that he gets,” said Danielsson. “I believe, 
heartily, that the only way that’s possible to do that is that if you’re 
mentally ready and if you’re mentally strong enough for it.” 

The turning point 

Källgren made two appearances for the AHL’s Tucson Roadrunners and 
three for the ECHL’s Rapid City Rush in 2019-20 before he was placed 
on waivers for the purpose of mutual contract termination. 

“There were a lot of goalies in the system and they wanted me to be 
down in the ECHL for a longer period,” said Källgren. “I felt like I wasn’t 
really ready to be down there at that point in my career. My feeling was to 
go back to the SHL, to play in a top league in Europe and have 
everything set up off the ice like having a goalie coach, seeing video 
every day, I wanted the resources and have every chance to reach the 
NHL.” 

Källgren returned to Sweden for the 2020-21 season, eager to solidify 
himself as a starting SHL goalie with the Växjö Lakers. He grew close 
with Lakers goalie coach Andreas Andersson. 

Andersson remembers Källgren confessing to him that his time in North 
America “didn’t go as he was hoping it would” and he recognized his own 
need to deliver on years of potential. 

As such, in the back of Andersson’s mind, he wondered if Källgren would 
be keen to become someone he was not, and take on a different 
approach in goal than he had in years past. 

In Källgren’s first few practices and games, he was pleased to see that 
wouldn’t be the case at all. 

“He trusts himself,” said Andersson. “He knows what he’s good at and 
knows where he can get better.” 

There were adjustments, sure. Källgren had to move his glove hand 
forward to help close down angles on shooters and had to correct his 
balance when he was standing at times. His feet were sometimes 
stretched too wide, which would limit his mobility. 

But otherwise, Källgren was the same composed and reserved goalie 
he’d always been, even as Lakers goalie Viktor Fasth started the majority 
of the regular-season games. Andersson would remind Källgren to stay 
patient, and that his opportunity would come, but Källgren would wave 
him away. He wasn’t going to deviate from the poised attitude that had 
gotten him to where he was. 

And that opportunity came as the Lakers began their semi-final playoff 
series against Örebro HK. Fasth sustained a groin injury in the previous 
series, and Källgren stopped 30-of-32 shots in a double-overtime win in 
his first SHL playoff game. 

Even as Fasth returned from a groin injury, Andersson said “there was no 
discussion” of switching goalies. 

Källgren rewarded their faith in all 10 games of the Lakers’ semi-final and 
finals. The Lakers won the SHL championship with Källgren’s .930 save 
percentage in the playoffs buoying them. 

“There were ups and downs,” said Källgren. “It was not a smooth ride. 
But all I could do was leave the bad goals behind.” 

Finally ready for the next step in his career, he met with multiple NHL 
teams. Nine days after Källgren won the SHL championship, he signed a 
two-year, two-way contract with the Leafs. It was the multiple resources 
the Leafs offered, and the pathway they offered to the NHL, that led him 
to sign in Toronto.  

Amidst the continued uncertainty in the Leafs goaltending situation, it’s 
worth remembering: Källgren is the only Leafs goalie currently signed 
beyond this season aside from Mrazek. 

His two-year deal speaks to the belief the organization has in him 
developing in North America and possibly playing a more prominent role 
with the Marlies in the future. 

His hope is that his play puts him in contention for a possible Leafs 
backup job in the future. 
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He’ll do so by doing what he’s done to this point: show his brand of poise 
in goal. 

“You can tell he’s building confidence in himself,” said Marlies head 
coach Greg Moore. “He’s very detail oriented. I think a lot of who he is 
has allowed him to get comfortable and get acclimated pretty fast.” 

Källgren has turned heads early in his tenure in Toronto with his ability to 
quickly adapt to his new surroundings. 

“Through development camp and early on with any player coming over 
here for the first time, you can see there’s an adjustment period,” said 
Moore. “We’ve been really impressed with how quickly he’s adjusted, 
how quickly he looks and feels comfortable.” 

For Källgren, being able to quickly become comfortable in a new situation 
is nothing new. And he hopes to play his way into continued new 
situations as the Marlies season progresses. 

“In this business, things can change from one day to the next,” said 
Källgren. “I’ve been in this business long enough to never take anything 
for granted. Whoever is performing is going to play.” 
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The Athletic / Re-drafting the NHL class of 2019: Would Jack Hughes still 
be the No. 1 pick? 

 

By Corey Pronman Oct 20, 2021  

  

With two years since the 2019 NHL Draft, this could be the season that 
we see the top prospects break out to the rest of the league. So now I 
take a look at how this class has changed with a new ranking of how I 
would order the players if drafting them today. 

Evaluations are based on prior seasons, so any new information from 
NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other leagues 
has not been incorporated. 

For re-entry prospects, they are eligible to be ranked in the year they are 
drafted, not previous years. 

TIER 1: Projected NHL All-Star 

Jack Hughes, C (No. 1 pick) 

Trevor Zegras, C (No. 9 pick) 

These two were teammates at the U.S. NTDP. Hughes is an elite skater 
with a lot of offense who was the No. 1 pick and had a more traditional 
skill set to play right away in the NHL. Zegras’ skating has never been a 
selling point, so he needed more time to build strength to become NHL-
ready. But his hockey sense is special and gives him this high projection 
after a great 2020-21 season. 

TIER 2: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of lineup player 

Kirby Dach, C (No. 3 pick) 

Dylan Cozens, C (No. 7 pick) 

Moritz Seider, RHD (No. 6 pick) 

Kaapo Kakko, RW (No. 2 pick) 

Cole Caufield, RW (No. 15 pick) 

Kakko hasn’t had a huge NHL season yet, but he has a lot of skill and it’s 
worth considering how he would be doing if he had played in the CHL, 
Europe or college as some of the others in this range. 

Seider and Caufield jump up a tier after fantastic seasons, including both 
impressing versus men — with Caufield doing it for a period in the NHL. 
Caufield projects as a true top-line winger/PP1 type, and Seider as a 
great two-way defenseman who can stop top forwards. 

TIER 3: Projected top of lineup player and top-tier starting goaltender 

Matthew Boldy, LW (No. 12 pick) 

Arthur Kaliyev, RW (No. 33 pick) 

Spencer Knight, G (No. 13 pick) 

Bowen Byram, LHD (No. 4 pick) 

Connor McMichael, C (No. 25 pick) 

Since the 2019 draft, McMichael has increased his stock a lot. He 
continues to produce at high levels, including last season in the AHL as a 
teenager playing against men. His skating will never excite you, but he 
has everything you want in terms of what he can do with the puck. 

Kaliyev is highly rated, but his profile hasn’t changed much. He’s super 
smart with a big shot but has a stationary game off the wing. You’re 
either in on that or think it won’t work. Time will tell. 

TIER 4: Projected bubble top and middle of lineup player 

Samuel Fagemo, RW (No. 50 pick) 

Thomas Harley, LHD (No. 18 pick) 

Shane Pinto, C (No. 32 pick) 

Vasily Podkolzin, RW (No. 10 pick) 

Cam York, LHD (No. 14 pick) 

Peyton Krebs, C (No. 17 pick) 

Ville Heinola, LHD (No. 20 pick) 

Zac Jones, LHD (No. 68 pick) 

Nicholas Robertson, LW (No. 53 pick) 

This group features some of the biggest risers from this class early on, 
with three second-round picks in Pinto, Fagemo and Robertson, and a 
third-round pick in Jones. Fagemo has a lot of NHL elements in his 
game. Pinto is a smart, skilled two-way center with decent enough 
skating. Jones’ elevating stock is in part due to his skating taking a big 
step from where he was in junior to now being a clear strength in his 
game that complements his high-end hockey sense, even as an 
undersized defenseman. 

The Kings’ Samuel Fagemo had 18 points in 32 games in the AHL last 
season. (Will Navarro / NHLI via Getty) 

TIER 5: Projected middle of lineup player 

Philip Tomasino, C (No. 24 pick) 

Alex Newhook, C (No. 16 pick) 

Dmitri Voronkov, LW (No. 114 pick) 

Nils Hoglander, LW (No. 40 pick) 

Nolan Foote, LW (No. 27 pick) 

Drew Helleson, RHD (No. 47 pick) 

Alex Turcotte, C (No. 5 pick) 

Ryan Johnson, LHD (No. 31 pick) 

Philip Broberg, LHD (No. 8 pick) 

Victor Soderstrom, RHD (No. 11 pick) 

Albert Johansson, LHD (No. 60 pick) 

Ryan Suzuki, C (No. 28 pick) 

Elmer Soderblom, LW (No. 159 pick) 
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Jakob Pelletier, LW (No. 26 pick) 

Jamieson Rees, C (No. 44 pick) 

Matias Maccelli, LW (No. 98 pick) 

Bobby Brink, RW (No. 34 pick) 

As time goes on for draft classes, players can rise and fall. And in this tier 
we see numerous non-first-round picks elevate into a top grouping of the 
draft between Voronkov, Hoglander, Helleson, Johansson, Soderblom, 
Ries and Macceli. Hoglander is an elite skill forward with a high motor 
already in the NHL. 

Turcotte and Broberg are top-10 picks who I loved at the time of their 
drafts and still think highly of but they haven’t had amazing years since 
their draft compared to their peers. Turcotte has an elite motor with a lot 
of skill, but he needs to score more consistently. Broberg is a dynamic 
skater with good skill and a big frame, but he needs to be more of a 
factor at both ends of the ice every night. 

TIER 6: Projected to play NHL games 

Tobias Bjornfot, LHD (No. 22 pick) 

John Beecher, C (No. 30 pick) 

Ronnie Attard, RHD (No. 72 pick) 

Kaedan Korczak, RHD (No. 41 pick) 

Alex Vlasic, LHD (No. 43 pick) 

Matthew Robertson, LHD No. 49 pick) 

Samuel Poulin, LW (No. 21 pick) 

Adam Beckman, LW (No. 75 pick) 

Nathan Legare, RW (No. 74 pick) 

Pavel Dorofeyev, RW (No. 79 pick) 

Raphael Lavoie, RW (No. 38 pick) 

Artemi Kniazev, LHD (No. 48 pick) 

Henri Nikkanen, C (No. 113 pick) 

Robert Mastrosimone, LW (No. 54 pick) 

Kim Nousiainen, LHD (No. 119 pick) 

Jackson LaCombe, LHD (No. 39 pick) 

John Farinacci, C (No. 76 pick) 

Graeme Clarke, RW (No. 80 pick) 

Nick Abruzzese, LW (No. 124 pick) 

Dustin Wolf, G (No. 214 pick) 

Arvid Costmar, C (No. 215 pick) 

Patrick Moynihan, RW (No. 158 pick) 

John Ludvig, LHD (No. 69 pick 

You could easily foresee the Beecher to Beckman part of this tier moving 
up or down a level depending on how this season goes as all those 
players have a lot of NHL attributes but for a small reason or two they 
just nudged out of the group ahead. 

Some later-round picks who I think could play in the NHL are Nikkanen, 
Nousiainen, Abruzzese, Wolf, Costmar and Moynihan. 

TIER 7: Has a chance to play games 

Michal Teply, RW (No. 105 pick) 

Samuel Bolduc, LHD (No. 57 pick) 

Simon Holmstrom, LW (No. 23 pick) 

Santeri Hatakka, LHD (No. 184 pick) 

Mattias Norlinder, LHD (No. 64 pick) 

Henry Thrun, LHD (No. 101 pick) 

Aliaksei Protas, C (No. 91 pick) 

Valtteri Puustinen, RW (No. 203 pick) 

Tyce Thompson, C (No, 96 pick) 

Hunter Skinner, RHD (No. 112 pick) 

Lassi Thomson, RHD (No. 19 pick) 

Jayden Struble, LHD (No. 46 pick) 

Mason Millman, LHD (No. 103 pick) 

Case McCarthy, RHD (No. 118 pick) 

Nikita Alexandrov, C (No. 62 pick) 

Brayden Tracey, LW (No. 29 pick) 

Brett Leason, RW (No. 56 pick) 

Alex Beaucage, RW (No. 78 pick) 

Semyon Chistyakov, LHD (No. 117 pick) 

Mads Sogaard, G (No. 37 pick) 

Pyotr Kochetkov, G (No. 36 pick) 

Marshall Warren, LHD (No. 166 pick) 

Jordan Spence, RHD (No. 95 pick) 

Domenick Fensore, LHD (No. 90 pick) 

Filip Lindberg, G (No. 197 pick) 

Daniil Misyul, LHD (No. 70 pick) 

Juuso Parssinen, C (No. 210 pick) 

Lukas Rousek, LW (No. 160) 

Michael Vukojevic, LHD (No. 82 pick) 

Simon Lundmark, RHD (No. 51 pick) 

Antti Tuomisto, RHD (No. 35 pick) 

Layton Ahac, LHD (No. 86 pick) 

Antti Saarela, C (No. 123 pick) 

Alexander Daryin, RW (No. 107 pick) 

Egor Afanaseyev, LW (No. 45 pick) 

Vladislav Kolyachonok, LHD (No. 52 pick) 

Martin Hugo Has, RHD (No. 153 pick) 

Tuukka Tieksola, RW (No. 121 pick) 

Cole Schwindt, RW (No. 81 pick) 

Judd Caulfield, RW (No. 145 pick) 

Anttoni Honka. RHD (No. 83 pick) 

Aku Raty, RW (No. 151) 

Reece Newkirk, C (No. 147 pick) 

Nikola Pasic, LW (No. 189 pick) 

Hugo Alnefelt, G (No. 71 pick) 

Erik Portillio, G (No. 67 pick) 

Tyler Angle, C (No. 212 pick) 

Carson Focht, C No. 133 pick) 

Patrik Puistola, LW (No. 73 pick) 
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Rafael Harvey-Pinard, LW (No. 201 pick) 

Marc Del Gaizo, LHD (No. 109 pick) 

Isaiah Saville, G (No. 135 pick) 

Alexander Campbell, LW (No. 65 pick) 

Mikko Kokkonen, LHD (No. 84 pick) 

Ethan Haider, G (No. 148 pick) 

Owen Lindmark, RW (No. 137 pick) 

Axel Bergkvist, RHD (No. 200 pick) 

Karl Henriksson, C (No. 58 pick) 

This is a large grouping of players, but I could see an argument to 
elevate any player between Teply and Norlinder up a tier, and for one 
reason or another I inched in the direction of wanting to see something 
more from all of those players before stamping them as NHL players. 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings, the debut: Teams relax their 
dress codes, and players’ personal styles break out 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 19, 2021  

 

Pigs are flying, hell has frozen over and it’s the end of the world as we 
know it: NHL clubs are starting to relax their game day dress codes. 

So far, the Coyotes and now the Leafs have officially done away with the 
formal suit-and-tie mandates, moving toward varying levels of “business 
casual” (the Leafs) and fully relaxed (the Coyotes). 

“To be the first team to go no dress code was awesome,” Arizona’s 
Jakob Chychrun said, via ESPN’s Emily Kaplan. “The guys loved it. I 
think it’s great to be able to show a bit of your personality and your closet 
other than just your suits.” 

“It’s nice to kind of mix it up a little bit,” Toronto’s Auston Matthews, who’s 
always well dressed, told the Toronto Star’s Kevin McGran. “Just do your 
own thing. Whatever makes you happy. It doesn’t matter to me.” 

It’ll be interesting to see how much those players decide to take 
advantage of the new rules, and I’m sure as they get more comfortable, 
some of the looks will get more creative. But even with most of the 
league still enforcing the dress code, the first week of the 2021-22 
season was something of a revelation for the fashion and general fun-
lovers among us. 

Players across the league are starting to show their personal styles via 
cooler suits, bolder accessories and all kinds of footwear. 

It is amazing. And before the traditionalists start ranting about “respecting 
the game” or whatever, I’ll leave this here, from former NHL goalie Mike 
McKenna: 

PEOPLE REALIZE THAT DRESSING UP 12 YEAR OLDS IN A SHIRT & 
TIE FOR HOCKEY GAMES JUST PERPETUATES ASSIMILATION AND 
SUPPRESSION OF PERSONALITY, RIGHT? 

— MIKE MCKENNA (@MIKEMCKENNA56) SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

HEY MJ…GOT THIS FROM A STANLEY CUP CHAMPION TODAY. A 
DOZEN MORE YESTERDAY FROM CURRENT AND FORMER 
PLAYERS. HTTPS://T.CO/B8Q9P5IYU1 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/VCF19U9Y65 

— MIKE MCKENNA (@MIKEMCKENNA56) OCTOBER 1, 2021 

In an effort to chronicle this exciting time in league history, The Athletic is 
thrilled to debut our look around the NHL at players’ emerging fashion 

sense. We have to give credit to the one-and-only Wosny “Big Wos” 
Lambre as inspiration for his NBA style rankings. 

How do the rankings work? Think of it like the polls at the beginning of 
every college football season: Expectation to repeatedly bring the heat 
factors in, and past performances are taken into consideration. 
Considering how tame most NHL style has been, taking risks weighs 
heavily in your favor, even if it flops. 

Without further ado, here are our first-ever NHL style power rankings. 

(Disclaimer: Not every team posted pictures of their players’ gameday 
attire this week. Step it up, folks! We’re doing power rankings now, and 
there’s some serious clout on the line.) 

Honorable mentions: James van Riemsdyk (suit was a 20 out of 10; 
footwear combo was not my favorite), Evgeny Kuznetsov (the effort and 
the risk taking were there, but he flew too close to the sun; going bowling 
by day or getting hit with the RICO by night are both looks, but pick one), 
Mika Zibanejad (love the grayscale, just too many good outfits this week 
to crack the top 10) and Steven Stamkos (a look, fit for the cover of GQ, 
but tame). 

10. Travis Konecny 

If I had money and had to wear suits on a regular basis, I think I would 
live in this. He looks like he isn’t trying too hard, but he’s trying hard 
enough. Say what you will about the sockless trend going around the 
NHL right now, but it works sometimes; it dresses this outfit down in a 
good way. We love some effortless glam. 

9. David Pastrnak 

David Pastrnak cracks the top 10 over some of the honorable mentions 
due to reputation, sure. But a few others wearing top hats around the 
league this week were a bit of a stretch, where Pastrnak makes it look 
seamless. You can’t go wrong with this color combo, and I love the black 
detailing on the suit. 

8. P.K. Subban 

This is a man who knows how to accessorize, but we already knew that. I 
love the sunglass-jewelry color combination going on here. I like that the 
suit is muted and the way the three pieces blend together, allowing the 
accessories to shine. You can tell just by looking at this photo that P.K. 
Subban is a seasoned pro when it comes to personal style, and I expect 
him to be a mainstay on this list. 

7. Evgeny Svechnikov 

Evgeny Svechnikov entered the preseason with a PTO and a dream. 
Now he’s got an NHL contract, but more importantly, he’s already putting 
the rest of the league to shame with his suit game. His brother, Andrei, 
tried to warn me about this months ago. 

“I think he is (the better dresser), to be honest. He’s got good style,” 
Andrei said. “Sometimes he helps me with the clothes. I know he’s gonna 
say that. But I’m trying my best, you know?” 

Now that we’ve had a glimpse at Evgeny’s style, I don’t think any of us 
can blame Andrei for struggling to keep up. 

Speaking of the Jets, can someone tell me how to feel about Adam 
Lowry, here? 

Adam Lowry (Winnipeg Jets / Twitter) 

Do I love this? I think the look on his face here is throwing me off. He’s 
definitely on my radar. 

6. William Nylander 

William Nylander always scares me in this aspect — in a good way. He’s 
a highbrow fashion connoisseur, constantly miles ahead of most of the 
league when it comes to his streetwear. I can’t wait to see what that 
translates to without a dress code. 

So far, not bad. (P.S. This Twitter user is being sarcastic). 

LOOK AT THESE SADLY UNPROFESSIONAL CLOTHING CHOICES, 
SO MUCH FOR TEAM UNITY AND HEALTHY ROUTINES   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/FFSJDCPOWW 
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— MITCH MARNEY (@MARNYLANDERSEN) OCTOBER 19, 2021 

This was from before the relaxed code: 

NYLANDER EXISTS TO MAKE THE REST OF THE NHL LOOK BAD 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/2HMDILPG38 

— RACH   (@RACH__MZ) OCTOBER 16, 2021 

I’ll bet the Leafs agreed to not go too crazy in the first few weeks of the 
relaxed dress code and his style will heat up around midseason. I did 
hear that John Tavares untucked his shirt. 

5. Nic Dowd 

Nic Dowd (Washington Capitals / Instagram) 

The vibes are simply off the charts in this photo. The small checker 
pattern and that color scheme are so in right now, and it all comes 
together to toe the line between classic and boring. It’s a seasonal staple. 
Then there are the sloth socks, and sloths never go out of style. Nic 
Dowd gets bonus points for including a novelty accessory that actually 
fits the color scheme. If you’re looking at him from a distance, he just 
looks good. If you’re up close, he looks good and he appreciates sloths. 
Biscuit the dog approves, and so do I. 

4. Ryan Dzingel 

MR. DZINGEL HAS ENTERED THE BUILDING. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/OAP0LKJKMM 

— ARIZONA COYOTES (@ARIZONACOYOTES) OCTOBER 19, 2021 

Ryan Dzingel is the first player on either of the two relaxed-dress-code 
teams I’ve seen put a real outfit together. 

He’s staying true to the Coyotes with a Western theme. I like that as a 
somewhat safe way to venture into self-expression in a brave new post-
suit world. I love all the accessories, the sleeves, the loose-shirt-with-
fitted-pants combo. Sometimes it’s not just about what you wear — it’s 
how you wear it — and Dzingel needs to thank his tailor for how well this 
fit, uhh, fits. It’s giving “cool youth pastor” vibes, and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. 

3. Martin Necas 

Frank Sinatra who? 

Martin Necas looks like he just reluctantly let me into his speakeasy after 
making me prove I’m not a cop, and I’m here for it. There were multiple 
NHLers rocking the pinstripes this week, but Necas stands out with the 
immaculately gelled hair and the three-piece suit. I just know this man 
makes gin in his bathtub. I’m buying what he’s selling. 

2. Elvis Merzlikins 

ELVIS MERZLIKINS HAS ENTERED THE BUILDING. HE SAYS 
MATISS KIVLENIEKS, WHO ONCE HAD THE JOKER ON HIS #CBJ 
HELMET, WOULD BE JEALOUS OF THE SUIT. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/A3CLWQ2O4J 

— JEFF SVOBODA (@JACKETSINSIDER) OCTOBER 14, 2021 

Matiss Kivlenieks was nicknamed “the Joker” because he was always 
smiling, and he had the Joker on his Blue Jackets helmet. Merzlikins has 
said he wants us all to honor Kivlenieks by smiling more, so what a 
perfect tribute this was to his friend. 

1. Patrik Laine 

Laine gets the No. 1 spot thanks to his consistency and boldness. 

First, he kicked things off with a look that can only be described as a 
crossover between Zoolander, Batman villain and 80s car salesman 
(while also being an homage to Kivlenieks): 

I WILL FOREVER BELIEVE THAT THIS IS WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE 
WHEN PATRIK LAINE WALKS INTO THE CLUB AFTER A 
WIN…(SOUND UP) PIC.TWITTER.COM/KBACV3U1XH 

— ROB PIZZO (@ROBPIZZO) OCTOBER 14, 2021 

This fit was worthy of top 3 status in itself. It’s not just about the quality of 
the look at this early stage in the “NHL players actually expressing 
themselves” game, though; it’s also about the boldness. Laine managed 
to get the people talking while also putting together a look that wasn’t too 
gimmicky. The key? If you’re going to incorporate a fun accessory, focus 
the whole outfit around one color. The late 80s to mid 90s are back in a 
big way in the current trend cycle, and Laine is giving a fun take on that. 

He followed it up with another bold, color-focused look and some jokes: 

I POINTED OUT THAT HIS BEANIE MATCHED HIS CAR. HE REPLIED 
“I BOUGHT THE CAR TO MATCH THE BEANIE”   #CBJ 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YHEZFV79JD 

— LINDSEY – #80 🇱🇻 (@JACKETSLINDSEY) OCTOBER 17, 2021 

The self-aware humor. The proof that Laine’s style wasn’t just an 
opening-night one-off. The boldness without the overkill. Not to mention 
starting off his bounce-back campaign with three points in two games. 
Look good, play good. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kotkaniemi returns to Montreal with opportunity to deepen 
Canadiens' slump 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — Think back to the $6.1-million offer sheet tendered to 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the cheeky $20 signing bonus and the $15 tacked 
onto that enormous salary, and the mocking tweets that followed from the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

It was revenge served cold to the Montreal Canadiens for offer-sheeting 
Hurricanes superstar Sebastian Aho two years earlier. 

Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell should have just leaned into it 
when he spoke the day after Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin said he 
wasn’t matching or retaining Kotkaniemi’s services. 

Instead, he said, “it was certainly not revenge,” before offering an 
explanation that appears even more ridiculous today than it did in early 
September. 

“We talked about this player, we know this player,” Waddell continued. 
“We had an opportunity to use the CBA as other teams have in the past 
to try to acquire a 21-year-old player. To us it was all about the player. 
We looked around the league and thought this made the most sense 
from where we are as a team. As you know, we have a couple of other 
good Finnish players on our team (Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen) and thought this would be a great fit.” 

Watch Kotkaniemi's return on SN NOW 

The Hurricanes sending Jesperi Kotkaniemi a creative offer sheet shook 
up the Canadiens' off-season. Now, he makes his return to Montreal. 
Live coverage begins Thursday at 7 p.m. ET on Sportsnet NOW. 

On Thursday, when Kotkaniemi returns to Montreal to face the 
Canadiens, the team that drafted him third overall in 2018, he’ll start next 
to Aho and Teravainen. With an opportunity to burn his old team, he may 
author the performance of his life. 

But the idea that he fits best there is almost as farfetched as suggesting 
that, after scouring the entire league, the Hurricanes had no better option 
to fill out their top-six group than by paying a centre with 22 goals and 62 
points in 173 games three times what he’s worth to play wing. 

Not that Kotkaniemi’s complaining about it. The big Finn, who said his 
development with the Canadiens probably could’ve been handled better, 
spoke glowingly about his new life and role in Carolina on Tuesday. 
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“It’s been real great,” he said. “It’s a great spot, guys are really great 
here. Whole team is working really hard, and you can see that on the ice. 
It’s great to be part of that kind of team.” 

Of how he’s been used, Kotkaniemi added, “We don’t really have a one, 
two, three or fourth line; we have four really good lines. So, even if you’re 
just in the lineup, that’s a really good thing. It’s really hard competition 
over here. You need to do your best every day and just try to fit in.” 

Never mind that he started both Hurricanes games on the top line and 
moved to the fourth in the second one, that he maxed out at 12:09 and 
has only played only 1:27 on a power play that’s been put to work nine 
times already. 

Canadiens' Ducharme doesn’t view shuffling lines as a sign of 
desperation 

As for plans to return to centre down the road — a path currently blocked 
by the depth at the position, with Aho up top and Vincent Trochek, 
Jordan Staal and Derek Stepan already forcing a better player than 
Kotkaniemi in Martin Necas to play wing — those haven’t even been 
discussed. 

“We really haven’t had time for that yet,” Kotkaniemi said. “There’s a lot 
of new stuff coming towards me. New game plan for me and new winger 
stuff. There’s a lot of new stuff we need to get into, so I think we’re going 
to have that talk a little later. It’s not time for that yet.” 

Maybe it will be next summer, when Trocheck and Stepan potentially opt 
for unrestricted free agency. 

Perhaps Kotkaniemi will be able to assume that role with a little less 
pressure on his shoulders — and a much lighter contract than the one 
he’s signed to for this season. 

Or maybe he’ll just hold out for a $6.1-million qualifying offer. 

The Hurricanes should be fine with however it plays out. They got what 
they wanted out of this deal the day it was signed: forcing the Canadiens 
to choose between letting go of a prospect they sunk three years of 
development into — one Bergevin said, after the 2020 playoffs, was one 
of two centres the Canadiens could build around over the next decade — 
and matching the offer and thus screwing up their entire salary structure. 

It was a cool, devious strike at a team that had already lost Phillip 
Danault at centre and would be stuck at a deficit at the position 
regardless of their corresponding move to acquire Christian Dvorak via 
trade after turning away from Kotkaniemi. The Hurricanes had to overpay 
the player to make it work and they were perfectly comfortable doing so 
knowing they were putting the screws to the Canadiens and that if he 
didn’t perform to even marginal expectations, it wouldn’t change their 
standing as a Stanley Cup contender this year. 

Both Waddell and Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon, who was so slighted 
by Montreal’s low-ball offer to Aho and the $21-million signing bonus it 
came with as an implication he was too frugal to pay up, should be 
smiling ear to ear as their 2-0 team tries to deepen the hole of the 0-4 
Canadiens. They’ll probably be doing cartwheels if Kotkaniemi and Aho 
combine to do the damage — even if they don’t want to admit it. 

For Kotkaniemi, it won’t be about vengeance. 

He said he holds no grudge towards the Canadiens, or towards Bergevin 
for dragging negotiations and not ultimately matching the offer, and he 
added, “I’m really grateful that they drafted me and gave me a chance. 

“It was a great spot to play for three years. Everyone knows they’ve got 
unbelievable fans, (I had) great teammates and couldn’t wish for any 
better way to start my NHL career. I always thought it was great.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Mitch Marner's scoring chances through early-
season slump 

 

Justin Bourne October 20, 2021, 4:01 PM 

 

There’s some stuff Leafs fans already know that they don’t need to be 
reminded of, but we need it for context so bear with me a sec. 

In last season’s disappointing playoff series versus Montreal, Mitch 
Marner was held goalless and had four assists in seven games, coming 
off a season where he smashed the point-per-game mark with 67 points 
in 55 games. That was the fourth-highest point total in the league in the 
regular season, and it all but dried up for the guy who led NHL forwards 
in ice time. The year before that Marner put up the same goalless stat 
line in five playoff games while the Leafs lost to Columbus. When the 
going got tough, the scoring dried up. 

But! But, we were reminded, he got a lot of chances. Was all over it, did 
everything but score. Unlucky. Got a lot of good looks. 

And yes, that was true. 

This season Marner can make the same case. Through four games it’s a 
little insane that he only has one assist. Here are the NHL’s leaders in 
“scoring chances for,” which is a stat that measures exactly what you 
think it does, though it’s not an individual stat. If anyone is on the ice for a 
chance they get credited with one, just like plus-minus but with a larger 
sample. The top five in the league: 

So, Marner’s third in the NHL in chances for, and has just one assist. 
Everyone else on that list has two or more points, with Hedman having 
six assists. Just like in playoffs last season, I think you can fairly say 
Marner is heavily involved in an effective offence. Tuesday he was 
interviewed after practice and asked what he needed to do to break 
through, and his answer can fairly be summarized as “Do nothing 
different.” Again, yes, that’s probably true. He could easily be sitting on 
four or five assists right now playing exactly the same way. 

But teams view slumps differently than players -- they don’t have the 
luxury of just “waiting for the bounces,” which seems to be how people 
think these things are handled. When you see media say a slumping 
player’s shooting percentage “should regress to normal,” as in, “they 
should start getting more lucky,” there often has to be a tangible change 
that helps that player start to “get lucky.” In digging through their 
shortcomings, players work to create their own luck, and often a player 
whose shooting percentage is flagging is taking worse shots than usual. 
We’re not great at measuring that yet. Often they’re being less 
dangerous, maybe not skating enough to create separation on their 
attempts, or not being physical enough to create room for themselves. 

So looking at Marner, I have no doubt he’s going to break out offensively 
even if he changes very little. But if I were with the team I’d have a hard 
time believing nothing needs to change at all. One thing Marner did note 
in that same post-practice press conference was that he’d like to see 
more “second chance opportunities,” and I think that’s moving the 
conversation in a more productive direction. 

Knowing his scoring chance numbers and who he plays with, the assists 
will come. I’m fine with changing nothing there. Tavares has been pretty 
snakebit so far, and he’s been on the receiving end of a lot of those 
chances. But you don’t expect an $11-million forward to never score, 
right? 

Marner had 20 goals in a shortened year last season, a pace good for 
~30 over 82 games. He had 26 a couple years before that. Given his 
aging curve, 30 wouldn’t be unreasonable to expect if Marner’s healthy. 
So I narrowed the question down more, and looked at individual scoring 
chances. Marner is still near the top of the league there. (That’s individual 
scoring chances for, and high danger chances for.) 

Fourteen chances in four games is great (you’ll notice the Leafs generally 
create a lot of chances, if you didn’t already know that). 

Before we go any further, the reason I’m kicking all this around today is 
because it’s worth asking: “How OK are you (and how OK is any team) 
with the hand-waving away a lack of goals or points for an offensive 
player if they’re getting chances?” 

“Chances” are the holy grail in hockey. That’s all coaches are ever after. 
Tuesday on Real Kyper and Bourne, Bruce Boudreau joined us, and in 
talking about Marner, he commented on how many chances he’s getting. 
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He said something to the effect of “It’s like when you’re a kid and 
slumping, and your Dad asks ‘are you getting chances? Yes? Then don’t 
worry about it.’” That’s a staple of the hockey laws most of us grew up 
living by. 

Leafs strategies and standouts with Bruce Boudreau 

For coaches, chances are the most valued internal metric, at least in my 
experience. In working around Mike Babcock, I saw how the staff 
operated during intermissions. The first thing they would do is watch the 
chances against and look for any trends or reasons to address the team 
(or individual players). If there was time, they’d look at the chances for. It 
was only then if there were other observations they might go to the 
breakouts or special teams or something else. 

Sheldon Keefe is no different. Nor is DJ Smith or any coach in the 
league. Everything starts and ends there. Shots and shot attempts are 
fine over large samples, just like goals and assists, but in the immediate 
coaches want to know why chances are happening where and when. 

Armed with the data on chances from those who tally it, coaching staffs 
then take to the video, and this is where I find all these Mitch Marner 
“chances” a little wanting. The numbers are good but the video is only 
OK, barring a couple Grade As, which every top line forward in the 
league should have a few of four games in. 

Public scoring chance data is a little dicey, because you have to form an 
objective definition of what one really is, which sometimes leads to some 
miscounting, but in general it’s helpful to guide us. These are the 
chances that show up on InStat.com when you search Marner’s season 
so far: They have 10 chances at even strength, where the data credits 
14, but I still think these tell a bit of a story. 

Remaining Time -1:43 

Mitch Marner shooting more and getting a ton of chances early on 

I see a player who’s worked on something in the off-season (his shot), 
and is maybe eager to put it to use, and is in turn not playing like his 
most effective self. It’s like the Philadelphia 76ers wanting to make Ben 
Simmons a guy who’ll take three pointers (which he isn’t good at) 
because it’ll change the defensive spacing in a way that’s advantageous 
for the offence. It’s a wonderful theory, until you realize they’re 
encouraging a guy who doesn’t shoot well to shoot more. 

Mitch Marner isn’t a terrible shooter by any stretch, that’s not my point. 
It’s more that he’s so good when he’s trying to essentially skate the puck 
into the back of the net that shots from distance feel wasted on him. 
Every time Marner threatens, he’s so nasty in tight that it draws 
defenders to him, and that's where space opens up for others. When he’s 
threatening in -- when he’s skating downhill -- he gets into traffic rather 
than shooting from the outside of it. 

Marner has been creating and so the assists will come. He’s been getting 
“good looks” and “unlucky” and the goals will come, too. But to get there 
sooner and more often the mindset needs resetting. He needs to find a 
scoring style that works when the going gets tough -- in the playoffs -- 
and right now feels like a great place to get started working on that. It all 
starts inside the traffic. 

Players have forever been told that when they’re slumping they should 
just put everything on net, because you never know. All that does is 
prolong slumps and render players less dangerous. Marner can find his 
best self by hanging on longer and not settling for shots from distance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' revamped third line providing much-needed 
balance 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Why exactly did the Winnipeg Jets sweep the Edmonton 
Oilers out of the playoffs last spring? The short answer is simple: 
because they were the better team. 

But dig deeper. Why were the Jets a better team? What made them 
better? 

And of those elements, which ones did Edmonton general manager Ken 
Holland address over the summer and which ones are going to take 
longer to fix? 

Here’s one: Holland isn’t going to find an equal to Connor Hellebuyck in 
goal anytime soon. You don’t just go out and find a Vezina-calibre, 
Olympic team goalie in the free agent market, or via trade. Holland’s 
goalies are his goalies, and until the trade deadline — when he may be 
able to export Mikko Koskinen’s ridiculous contract in a deal — he has 
enough in Koskinen and Mike Smith to be a playoff team. 

The two major factors that have left Edmonton wanting in the post-
season are depth at forward, experience on defence, and the lack of a 
proficient third-line centre. Their third line in that playoff series last spring 
opened the series Ryan McLeod between James Neal and Zack 
Kassian, and by the end of the series had morphed into Devin Shore 
between Jujhar Khaira and Alex Chiasson. 

Today, head coach Dave Tippett is running out a third line of veteran 
faceoff man Derek Ryan between six-foot-two left winger Warren 
Foegele with the six-foot-three Kassian on the right side. Ryan has gone 
62.2 per cent in the circle through his first three games as an Oiler. 

Ostensibly, the Oilers have gone from having two legit lines and a mish-
mash of players in their Bottom 6, to having three defined lines, and a 
fourth line with a collection of players who do what fourth-line players are 
supposed to do. 

But this third line? It’s a major improvement to the Oilers’ attack. 

“As a line, we read off each other great,” said Kassian, who had a pair of 
goals in a 6-5 win over Anaheim on Tuesday that ran Edmonton’s record 
to 3-0. “We’re playing a good North-South game right now. We’re playin’ 
heavy, we’re skatin’, and we’re hard to handle in the O-zone. 

“If we continue that … we’re going to be a tough line to handle all year.” 

It’s a proper third line filled with legit third-line NHL players. The unit has 
a true identity — not like the lines Tippett has staffed with guys like the 
inconsistent Khaira, the light Gaetan Haas, a foot speed-challenged 
Chiasson or an aimless and oft-injured Kassian over the past two 
seasons. 

Kassian should never be in your Top 6. He’s a Bottom 6 winger, and 
teams that have players in their proper positions are always the best 
ones, by season’s end. 

“That line feels like they have a real role on our team, playing hard down 
low. Get pucks going to the net…” Tippett said. “They’ve had some early 
success with it that has driven some of the energy for our group, and 
they’ve taken on an identity that they don’t want to let the anybody down. 
It’s early, but it’s good to see.” 

Last season Holland had too many right-shot defencemen with an 
offensive bent to their game. When Adam Larsson left for Seattle, 
Holland realized he couldn’t have a right side with two sub-six-footers like 
Tyson Barrie and Ethan Bear. So he moved Bear for Foegele, trading a 
good player to get a good player. 

“We play the same game,” Kassian said of Foegele. “When we’re at out 
our best, we’re direct and chipping pucks — and we can get it back 
because we have speed. Then, once we get down there, we have the 
ability to make plays, bring it to the net and create havoc.” 

On the blue line, Edmonton opened the Jets series with Dimitri Kulikov 
on the left side of the second pairing. Today that position is held by 
Duncan Keith, who is simply a far better — and far healthier — 
defenceman. Thus far, Keith’s partner Cody Ceci appears not to be a big 
drop-off from the departed Larsson. 

By the end of that series, Kris Russell was on the second pair. Today, 
Russell is the Oilers No. 7, behind a third pairing of Slater Koekkoek and 
Evan Bouchard, an upgrade on the right side from Bear both in size and 
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ability. And again, Russell is where he should be, not playing above his 
head. 

Bouchard stepped up to the top pair with Darnell Nurse on Tuesday, 
taking some ice time from a struggling Tyson Barrie as Edmonton tried to 
hold a lead. So far, Bouchard looks like a Top 4 D-man, despite being 
employed on the third pairing for now. 

“He’s a solid, smart player. He reads situations well, usually executes 
pretty well, calm with the puck…,” Tippett said. “Engaged in the physical 
battles, which is the biggest (sign) of the maturity of his game. He’s not 
running anybody over, but he’s using his body position well to box people 
out. 

“He’s a good player.” 

That’s the answer, right there. 

Why are the Oilers a better team this season? More good players, that’s 
why. 

Not too complex, is it? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' revamped third line providing much-needed 
balance 

 

Mark Spector October 20, 2021, 3:59 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Why exactly did the Winnipeg Jets sweep the Edmonton 
Oilers out of the playoffs last spring? The short answer is simple: 
because they were the better team. 

But dig deeper. Why were the Jets a better team? What made them 
better? 

And of those elements, which ones did Edmonton general manager Ken 
Holland address over the summer and which ones are going to take 
longer to fix? 

Here’s one: Holland isn’t going to find an equal to Connor Hellebuyck in 
goal anytime soon. You don’t just go out and find a Vezina-calibre, 
Olympic team goalie in the free agent market, or via trade. Holland’s 
goalies are his goalies, and until the trade deadline — when he may be 
able to export Mikko Koskinen’s ridiculous contract in a deal — he has 
enough in Koskinen and Mike Smith to be a playoff team. 

The two major factors that have left Edmonton wanting in the post-
season are depth at forward, experience on defence, and the lack of a 
proficient third-line centre. Their third line in that playoff series last spring 
opened the series Ryan McLeod between James Neal and Zack 
Kassian, and by the end of the series had morphed into Devin Shore 
between Jujhar Khaira and Alex Chiasson. 

Today, head coach Dave Tippett is running out a third line of veteran 
faceoff man Derek Ryan between six-foot-two left winger Warren 
Foegele with the six-foot-three Kassian on the right side. Ryan has gone 
62.2 per cent in the circle through his first three games as an Oiler. 

Ostensibly, the Oilers have gone from having two legit lines and a mish-
mash of players in their Bottom 6, to having three defined lines, and a 
fourth line with a collection of players who do what fourth-line players are 
supposed to do. 

But this third line? It’s a major improvement to the Oilers’ attack. 

“As a line, we read off each other great,” said Kassian, who had a pair of 
goals in a 6-5 win over Anaheim on Tuesday that ran Edmonton’s record 
to 3-0. “We’re playing a good North-South game right now. We’re playin’ 
heavy, we’re skatin’, and we’re hard to handle in the O-zone. 

“If we continue that … we’re going to be a tough line to handle all year.” 

It’s a proper third line filled with legit third-line NHL players. The unit has 
a true identity — not like the lines Tippett has staffed with guys like the 
inconsistent Khaira, the light Gaetan Haas, a foot speed-challenged 
Chiasson or an aimless and oft-injured Kassian over the past two 
seasons. 

Kassian should never be in your Top 6. He’s a Bottom 6 winger, and 
teams that have players in their proper positions are always the best 
ones, by season’s end. 

“That line feels like they have a real role on our team, playing hard down 
low. Get pucks going to the net…” Tippett said. “They’ve had some early 
success with it that has driven some of the energy for our group, and 
they’ve taken on an identity that they don’t want to let the anybody down. 
It’s early, but it’s good to see.” 

Last season Holland had too many right-shot defencemen with an 
offensive bent to their game. When Adam Larsson left for Seattle, 
Holland realized he couldn’t have a right side with two sub-six-footers like 
Tyson Barrie and Ethan Bear. So he moved Bear for Foegele, trading a 
good player to get a good player. 

“We play the same game,” Kassian said of Foegele. “When we’re at out 
our best, we’re direct and chipping pucks — and we can get it back 
because we have speed. Then, once we get down there, we have the 
ability to make plays, bring it to the net and create havoc.” 

On the blue line, Edmonton opened the Jets series with Dimitri Kulikov 
on the left side of the second pairing. Today that position is held by 
Duncan Keith, who is simply a far better — and far healthier — 
defenceman. Thus far, Keith’s partner Cody Ceci appears not to be a big 
drop-off from the departed Larsson. 

By the end of that series, Kris Russell was on the second pair. Today, 
Russell is the Oilers No. 7, behind a third pairing of Slater Koekkoek and 
Evan Bouchard, an upgrade on the right side from Bear both in size and 
ability. And again, Russell is where he should be, not playing above his 
head. 

Bouchard stepped up to the top pair with Darnell Nurse on Tuesday, 
taking some ice time from a struggling Tyson Barrie as Edmonton tried to 
hold a lead. So far, Bouchard looks like a Top 4 D-man, despite being 
employed on the third pairing for now. 

“He’s a solid, smart player. He reads situations well, usually executes 
pretty well, calm with the puck…,” Tippett said. “Engaged in the physical 
battles, which is the biggest (sign) of the maturity of his game. He’s not 
running anybody over, but he’s using his body position well to box people 
out. 

“He’s a good player.” 

That’s the answer, right there. 

Why are the Oilers a better team this season? More good players, that’s 
why. 

Not too complex, is it? 
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