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Carolina Hurricanes ‘worker bee’ Jesper Fast has his season off to a quick start 

By Chip Alexander

At a team outing for the Carolina Hurricanes before the 
season, a go-kart race for the players was pretty competitive. 

The winner: Jesper Fast. He took the checkered flag for the 
victory, then took it for a victory lap. 

That’s the guy the players call “Quickie,” the forward from 
Sweden who speaks softly and can often play a silent kind of 
game while he’s quietly, almost sneakily effective with his 
speed, instincts, experience and, yes, competitiveness. 

There’s little flash to Fast’s game but get this: In the Canes’ 
first two games of the season, both victories, he has scored 
a goal in each. The first was on the redirection of a Jaccob 
Slavin shot, and the second on a top-shelf bullet from the left 
circle that probably had people double-checking to see who 
the shooter was. 

No 71, Fast. 

Told this week that he was on a pace to score, oh, 82 goals, 
Fast smiled. After all, he scored six goals in 46 games last 
season for the Canes and never has had more than 13 in a 
season in his NHL career. 

“I don’t think I could expect that,” he said. “Of course it’s fun 
to score goals early in the year and get the confidence going 
but the most important thing is to win games.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has kept the Jordan Staal 
line together through camp and into the season with Nino 
Niederreiter on the left side and Fast as the right wing. Some 
would call it the Canes’ checking line and it has been that, 
but Fast and Niederreiter have scored and Staal has had 
Grade-A chances in front of the net and had two assists 
through two games. 

“We know what to expect from each other,” Fast said. “Both 
of them make it easy for me because both are hard on the 
puck and strong. They’re making plays and I’m really 
enjoying playing with them.” 

Staal, in turn, said he likes playing with Fast, who he calls a 
“worker bee.” 

“He’s going to show up every night and ready to work,” Staal 
said. “He’s smart, he’s quick, no pun intended, and a player 
that I enjoy playing with.” 

Fast, 29, came to Canes last year as an unrestricted free 
agent, signing a three-year, $6 million contract after the New 
York Rangers did not re-sign him. No player was more 
popular among the Rangers, who voted Fast the Players’ 
Player award as the person who “best exemplifies what it 
means to be a team player.” 

The award is given annually by the Rangers. Fast won it five 
straight times, a team record. 

Fast’s team-before-self attitude and play is appreciated by 
his Canes teammates and his coaches. He’s the kind to 
attend to the little details, be defensively responsible, win 
board battles, kill penalties. Having the right stick in the right 
place at the right time can help win games. 

And scoring goals? That almost seems a bonus for the 
Canes. 

“He’s steady. You know what you’re getting out of him and 
that’s what you love about him as a coach,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He gets overlooked because we have some bigger 
names ... but you can’t have success as a team without a 
Jesper Fast, those players who know how to play and you 
can count on at the end of the game.”
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the Hurricanes skated past the noise to thump the Canadiens 

By Chip Alexander 

Before the game, the talk was about Jesperi Kotkaniemi, an 
offer sheet, the Carolina Hurricanes and how Montreal 
Canadiens fans would greet their former player Thursday. 

“He knows all the eyes will be on him,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

There was the not-so-small matter of playing the hockey 
game. The Canes were 2-0 and itching to play again, and the 
Canadiens 0-4 and desperate to notch a first win this 
season. 

Kotkaniemi, in his return game to the Bell Centre, made 
himself a big part of the story as the Canes took a 4-1 road 
victory. 

Widely booed when he first took the ice in the first period, the 
forward had Montreal fans booing again in the third when he 
redirected a Brady Skjei shot past goalie Jake Allen for his 
first goal with Carolina. That gave the Canes a 3-1 lead at 
9:23 of the period and had Kotkaniemi and everyone on the 
Canes bench smiling. 

“It felt really good,” Kotkaniemi said after the game, smiling 
again. “It was a big relief. I didn’t really know what to expect. 
It was fun.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, his first two goals of the 
season, and Andrei Svechnikov continued to sizzle with his 
fourth goal in three games. Goalie Frederik Andersen won 
for a third time, staying calm, making 27 saves, and the 
Canes killed off five of six penalties. 

“Our killers came up big and our goalie was great again,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Let’s be perfectly clear, that’s the 
difference in the game. We can’t take all those penalties and 
rely on the goalie that much.” 

After a scoreless first period, the Canes struck swiftly in the 
second. Aho and Svechnikov — No. 37, again — both 
scored in the first 2:12 of the period, Aho converting on a 
power play that began late in the first period and then 
Svechnikov at even strength for a 2-0 lead. Aho’s second 
goal was an empty netter to make it 4-1. 

Aho’s first goal of the season came on Teuvo Teravainen’s 
cross-ice pass into Aho’s wheelhouse. Svechnikov went top 
shelf from the right side after a setup pass from Martin 
Necas, one of his game-high seven shots. 

Jordan Staal nearly made it 3-0, Canes, with a strong 
shorthanded chance in the second but the Habs then scored 
on the power play. Tyler Toffoli got position in front of the net 

for his first of the season — the first for the Habs and the first 
allowed by the Canes this season after 11 straight kills. 

Andersen made a key stop with five minutes left in regulation 
on Jonathan Drouin, then denied Cole Caufield and Brendan 
Gallagher a minute later around the crease to maintain the 3-
1 lead. He faced 15 “high-danger” chances in the game, 
according to Naturalstattrick com, including eight in the 
second period. 

The Canes took Kotkaniemi, 21, away from the Canadiens 
by making a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet to a player 
who was a restricted free agent. The Canadiens, with salary-
cap concerns, did not match the offer sheet, instead taking 
first-and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL Draft from 
Carolina and later trading for center Christian Dvorak. 

Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi had a “good game and got 
rewarded.” 

“I’m happy for him,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “That’s 
tough for anybody. Whether you’re a young kid or not you 
don’t want to hear (boos). But I think he expected that kind of 
reaction, that’s just the way it is, and he answered that the 
best way he could.” 

Brind’Amour had Kotkaniemi on Aho’s line with Teravainen 
to start Thursday’s game. That put the three Finns together 
for the first time in a game, all the better for communication, 
and also to boost Kotkaniemi’s comfort level in this game. 

“He was good,” Aho said. “Just hearing those boos, you get 
some fuel out of that. But he was good and like I said today 
it’s just a matter of time before he gets more comfortable.” 

The Canadiens believed they had scored the game’s first 
goal on a power play when Brendan Gallagher redirected a 
shot at 5:33 of the first. But Brind’Amour won a coach’s 
challenge for goaltender interference by Gallagher, who was 
in the crease, and the goal was disallowed. More boos. 

“Goalie interference, it’s always a crapshoot,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You just don’t know. But by the letter of the law 
(Gallagher) is in the crease and he bumps the goalie.” 

Kotkaniemi said he quickly eyed the schedule after coming to 
Carolina and saw the Canes had an early trip to Montreal. 
He also quipped that he has been so concerned about the 
game in recent days that he headed out on golf courses with 
Teravainen. 

Come Thursday, Kotkaniemi was ready for anything. 

“It was an unusual situation, so it was really fun,” he said/
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes send Canadiens to 0-5-0 start 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored in his first game against his old 
team, and the Carolina Hurricanes downed the Montreal 
Canadiens 4-1 on Thursday night to send the Habs to an 0-
5-0 start. It's the Canadiens' worst open to a season since 
losing their first five games in 1995-1996. 

Kotkaniemi, who signed an offer sheet with Carolina that 
Montreal didn't match, tipped a slap shot by Brady Skjei past 
goaltender Jake Allen midway through the third period for 
Carolina's third goal. It was the 21-year-old's first tally with 
the Hurricanes. 

Sebastian Aho, who signed an offer sheet with Montreal two 
years ago before Carolina matched, had two goals and an 
assist, and Andrei Svechnikov also tallied for the Hurricanes. 
Tyler Toffoli scored the only goal for the Canadiens, who 
reached the Stanley Cup Final last season but have scored 
just four goals total through five games. 

Is it time to panic in Montreal? 

Arpon Basu, Montreal editor-in-chief: It seems ridiculous to 
panic after five games, but the NHL is a parity league where 

collecting zero out of 10 points to start the season becomes 
a bigger hole than it normally would. It could take a month or 
even six weeks of drastically better play for the Canadiens to 
erase their start. 

If the Canadiens were playing well and losing, that would not 
merit any panic settling in. But that’s not what’s happening 
here. 

How can Montreal get the offense going? 

Basu: They could start by looking a little organized, which 
they have not done consistently this season. They did get 
their first power-play goal of the season Thursday, so that’s 
something. They had a couple of breakaways against the 
Hurricanes, and Christian Dvorak hit a goal post, so that’s 
also something. 

But the lack of offensive cohesion on this team is striking. 
The process of getting the puck from the defensive zone, 
through the neutral zone and into the offensive zone is, to be 
polite, laborious. 
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Bon retour! Kotkaniemi scores against old team in Hurricanes’ win in Montreal 

By Cory Lavalette  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to Montreal wound up as 
predictable as a gruyere-infused romance novel. 

The 21-year-old Hurricanes forward scored in his first game 
against his old team, redirecting a point shot at 9:23 of the 
third period to give Carolina an insurance goal and register 
his first point with his new team in a 4-1 win over the 
Canadiens at Bell Centre. 

Kotkaniemi, serenaded with boos each time he touched the 
puck on the ice where he played the first three seasons of 
his career, forced a turnover on the right boards in the 
Montreal end and worked his way to the front of the net. He 
then tipped a Brady Skjei one-timer past Jake Allen to give 
Carolina a 3-1 lead and allow the former third overall pick to 
have the last laugh on the partisan crowd and his former 
team. 

“It felt really good,” said Kotkaniemi, who saw the one-year, 
$6.1 million offer sheet he signed with Carolina not matched 
by the Canadiens in the offseason. “It was a big relief after 
those first two games, but it was a great feeling.” 

Sebastian Aho, who assisted on Kotkaniemi’s tally, added an 
empty-net goal to go with his earlier power play marker for a 
three-point night against the team with which he signed an 
offer sheet in 2019. That started a front office feud that 
escalated further when Carolina successfully plucked 
Kotkaniemi from Montreal using the same tactic. 

Jokingly asked how it was to beat his “old team,” a stone-
faced Aho stated, “Not my old team.” 

The Canadiens also aren’t the same old team as last year’s 
Cup finalists. Montreal slid to 0-5-0 on the season — the only 
team in the league without a point in the standings — and 
has scored just four goals in 15 periods of hockey to start the 
2021-22 campaign. 

It looked like the Canadiens, however, had opened the 
scoring to hold its first lead in nearly 290 minutes of game 
time. 

A flurry of first period penalties left Carolina at a 4-on-3 
penalty kill. The Hurricanes survived that, but Montreal 
appeared to score on the ensuing 5-on-4 with a redirection 
by Brendan Gallagher just over five minutes into the game. 
But Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged for 
goaltender interference, and Gallagher was deemed to have 
obstructed goalie Frederik Andersen (27 saves) and the goal 
was overturned. 

“Goalie interference, it’s always a crapshoot, right?” 
Brind’Amour said. “You just don’t know. But by the letter of 
the law, he’s in the crease and he bumps the goalie, so we 
just went with that. I mean, it’s that simple. … But I’ve seen it 
go a lot of different ways.” 

Carolina capitalized by striking twice early in the second to 
seize control. 

The Hurricanes first used the balance of power play time 
remaining from the end of the first period to score at the 
beginning of the second. Aho one-timed a cross-ice feed 
from Teuvo Teravainen past Allen (29 saves) to make it 1-0 
just 23 seconds into the middle frame. 

Carolina quickly stretched the lead to two when Martin Necas 
threaded a pass through a pair of Canadiens’ sticks and 
Andrei Svechnikov scored over Allen’s shoulder for his fourth 
goal in three games and a 2-0 Hurricanes lead at 2:12 of the 
second. 

Tyler Toffoli scored his first of the year to halve the lead, 
scoring at the goalmouth to give the Canadiens a power play 
goal with just over two minutes left in the second. 

But the Hurricanes’ penalty kill — and Andersen — 
suffocated Montreal’s power play most of the night, limiting 
the Habs to just six shots on goal in 9:07 of man-advantage 
time as Carolina was whistled for six penalties — including 
two more by Svechnikov, who has eight PIMs in three 
games. 

“We gave up one, but when you’re in the box that much, 
that’s not’s good,” Brind’Amour said. “So we did a heck of a 
job there. Our killers came up big, and then our goalie was 
great again tonight. Let’s be perfectly clear, that’s the 
difference in the game. We can’t take all those penalties and 
rely on the goalie that much.” 

Svechnikov, as he did against Nashville, redeemed himself 
with a goal after he took his undisciplined first penalty, giving 
Carolina the eventual game-winning tally. He added another 
infraction in the third period when the Hurricanes were 
clinging to a one-goal lead. 

“I got those couple of penalties and I probably shouldn’t get 
them,” Svechnikov said. 

His coach agreed. 

“Svech has taken another step, but he can’t take the 
penalties,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s a very competitive guy 
and he’s got to learn. … He just can’t retaliate.” 
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But Andersen and the three Finns guided the Hurricanes to a 
third straight win to start the year. Kotkaniemi got his goal, 
and Teravainen had two assists to join Aho and Vincent 
Trocheck with multipoint nights. 

And while Kotkaniemi won Round 1 against his old team, it 
will be a long time before it’s determined which team got the 

upper hand in the back-and-forth between the two teams’ 
front offices. 

Svechnikov likes Carolina’s chances. 

“I think he’s a star,” Svechnikov said of Kotkaniemi. “He’s 
gonna be a star.” 

He was for one night — and the villain as well. 

 

 

Preview: Canes at Canadiens 

by Walt Ruff  

Montreal - Finally turning the page on a four-day break that 
was since their last contest, the Canes take on the Montreal 
Canadiens tonight at Centre Bell. 

When: Thursday, October 21, 7 p.m. 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

PROJECTED LINEUP 

Canes Record: 2-0-0 (4 Points, T-5th - Metropolitan Division) 
Canes Last Game: 3-2 Win vs. Nashville on Saturday, 
October 16. 

Canadiens Record: 0-4-0 (0 Points, 8th - Atlantic Division) 
Canadiens Last Game: 5-0 Loss vs. San Jose on Tuesday, 
October 19. 

Tracking The Storylines 

Kotkaniemi's Return To Montreal: The saga has been 
covered many times since the end of August and tonight it 
will finally reach its peak, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi returns to 

face the team that drafted him and brought him into the 
National Hockey League. Signing a one-year, $6.1 million 
offer from the Canes and not having it matched by the 
Canadiens, all eyes will be on the Canes 21-year-old Finnish 
forward throughout the contest. 

Svech's Hot Start: Andrei Svechnikov has had a fantastic 
start to the season, earning goals in both games for his team 
thus far. Tonight he has a chance to join a unique club - 
should he score, he'll become just the fourth player in the 
past 35 years to have a season-opening goal streak of three 
games or more. 

Andersen Again: After turning away 38 of 40 shots faced in 
Saturday's win over Nashville, Frederik Andersen is 
projected to start in net once again for the Canes tonight. 
Starting and winning both games for the team to date, there 
was almost no reason to not go with the hot hand. 

Merch Item of the Game: Tonight a team Levelwear Nitro 
Full Zip Jacket is the featured Item of the Game! You can 
view it, along with many other Canes items, on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Kotkaniemi Scores In Return To Montreal, Canes Defeat Canadiens 4-1 

by Walt Ruff  

MONTREAL - The Carolina Hurricanes improved their 
undefeated start to the season to three wins in three games 
Thursday night, earning a 4-1 victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

The Feel of the Game 

Unfortunately for the first 45 minutes of the contest, the 
Canes penalty troubles remained a storyline. Giving the 
home team six chances on the power play, Carolina 
struggled to keep complete control of the game, despite two 
goals in the first 2:12 of the second period to give them a 2-0 
lead. 

Two of the penalties belonged to Andrei Svechnikov and in 
addition to his infractions, he served the team's Too Many 
Men penalty as well. 

Thankfully, just as was the case in Nashville on Saturday 
night, the Canes Russian forward was able to make good on 
at least one of his errors, striking for the team's second goal 
of the night. A beautiful high-to-low setup courtesy of Martin 
Necas through a few defenders, Svech's fourth of the season 
allowed him to join a select cast in NHL history, becoming 
just the fourth player in the last 35 years to score in each of 
his team's first three games in back-to-back seasons. 

A late second period power play goal for Montreal gave them 
momentum heading into the third, creating the atmosphere of 
a one-goal game in the final period of regulation. 

Eventually Kotkaniemi's marker tilted the game in favor of 
Carolina for good, providing them to their win. 

Andersen Amazing Again 

Montreal had plenty of opportunities to win tonight's game, 
but due to either missing the net, having a goal overturned 
due to goaltender interference, hitting a post or an array of 
big play stops from the Canes netminder, the road team 
came out on top. 

Finishing with 27 stops on Montreal's 28 shots on goal, 
Andersen was needed in various moments throughout the 
night to keep the contest tied or keep his team ahead. 
Specifically in the latter half of the third period, the Dane 
turned away three high-risk instances, including one on 
Jonathan Drouin in all alone, where it looked like the 
Canadiens were about to change the momentum of the 
contest. 

Montreal's lone goal of the night came on one of their six 
man advantages, while Andersen denied all 22 he saw at 
even strength. 

Couldn't Script It Any Better 

If you elect to celebrate other's successes, most times you 
wouldn't be upset with someone accepting $6.1M for one 
year of their work. 

Unfortunately the crowd in Montreal did not share that 
outlook tonight, pouring boos onto Jesperi Kotkaniemi each 
time he touched the ice and corralled the puck. Seemingly 
unbothered, just as he has been all week with all of the 
media hype that he went through, the 21-year-old had a 
gigantic smile on his face after deflecting home a Brady Skjei 
shot to give his team a two-goal cushion in the third period. 

Capping off a strong shift that totaled 38 seconds in their 
attacking end, Kotkaniemi's hustle to pinch off Ben Chiarot 
along the wall and keep the puck in was rewarded just 
moments later. As Sebastian Aho swung behind Jake Allen's 
net with the puck, Kotkaniemi repositioned himself in front, 
just catching a piece of the blue line blast to make it 3-1. 

What They Said About It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on his 21-year-old Finn being booed the 
whole night: 

"That's tough, for anybody. Whether you're a young kid or 
not, you don't want to hear that. I think he was expecting that 
kind of reaction, that's just the way it is. He answered that 
the best way he could." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi sharing his feeling on the crowd's 
reaction and their boos: 

"I think it was fun. I feel like it gets you going a little bit when 
you hear it every time you're on the ice and touch the puck. I 
enjoyed it." 

Sebastian Aho on Kotkaniemi and his first game playing as a 
part of the all-Finn line: 

"I'm sure it made him want to score a goal even more, 
obviously. Just hearing some of those boos, you get some 
fuel out of that. He was good. Like I said earlier today, it's 
just a matter of time until he gets more comfortable and that 
was the right step forward." 

 
What's Next? 
The team now heads back to the continental United States to 
take on Columbus Saturday night. 
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Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes deny Canadiens first win, remain undefeated 

by Sean Farrell  

MONTREAL -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored in his first game 
against his former team, helping the Carolina Hurricanes 
keep the Montreal Canadiens winless with a 4-1 victory at 
Bell Centre on Thursday. 

Sebastian Aho had two goals and an assist, Andrei 
Svechnikov scored for a third straight game, and Frederik 
Andersen made 27 saves for Carolina (3-0-0). 

Kotkaniemi, who was booed every time he touched the puck, 
got his first point in three games for the Hurricanes.  

"It felt really good," Kotkaniemi said. "It was a big relief after 
those first two games. But it was a great feeling to get it over 
here too." 

It was Kotkaniemi's first time facing the Canadiens since they 
announced Sept. 4 that they would not match the one-year, 
$6,100,015 offer sheet the Hurricanes tendered to the 
restricted free agent forward. The 21-year-old played three 
seasons for Montreal, which selected him No. 3 in the 2018 
NHL Draft. 

"That's tough for anybody new, whether you're a young kid 
or not, you don't want to hear that," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "But I think he expected that kind of 
reaction, it's just the way it is. So he answered that the best 
way he could." 

Tyler Toffoli scored the Canadiens' first power-play goal of 
the season, and Jake Allen made 29 saves for Montreal (0-5-
0), which tied its longest season-opening losing streak in 83 
years. 

"It's tough right now," said Canadiens center Nick Suzuki, 
who had an assist for his first point of the season. "It's just 
the confidence for our group just seems to be low. There's 
plays that we make all the time and we're not executing 
them. It's definitely a tough patch. … Good teams find a way 
to get out of it, and we need to really bounce back."  

Montreal, which reached the Stanley Cup Final last season, 
has been outscored 19-4 during the streak. The Canadiens 
also lost their first five games in 1995-96, and their longest 
losing streak to start a season is seven games in 1938-39. 

Kotkaniemi deflected Brady Skjei's point shot to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-1 lead at 9:23 of the third period. 

"He goes there every shift and the fans boo him," 
Svechnikov said. "It was very exciting to see him score that 
goal and it's going to give him [a lot of] confidence, and 
especially all the guys were excited for him too." 

Teuvo Teravainen got his second assist when Aho scored 
his second of the game into an empty net for the 4-1 final 
with 39 seconds left. 

Aho put Carolina up 1-0 with a power-play goal 23 seconds 
into the second period. Aho dragged his left knee along the 
ice to get down low and score on a back-door one-timer off a 
cross-ice pass from Teravainen. 

Svechnikov made it 2-0 at 2:12 with his fourth goal in three 
games. He took a cross-ice pass from Martin Necas down 
low on the right side, stepped up toward the net and scored 
on a wrist shot over Allen's glove. 

Toffoli pulled the Canadiens within 2-1 at 17:57 when he 
scored on Montreal's 18th power play of the season and fifth 
of the game. 

A power-play goal by Canadiens forward Brendan Gallagher 
at 5:33 of the first was overturned after the Hurricanes 
challenged for goaltender interference. 

"I think the score for me doesn't reflect the game as much," 
Montreal coach Dominique Ducharme said. "I thought it was 
a competitive game, a hard-fought game. But we made a 
couple of mistakes, and they made us pay for those." 

NOTES: Svechnikov became the fourth NHL player in the 
past 35 years to have consecutive season-opening goal 
streaks of at least three games (Filip Forsberg of the 
Nashville Predators, 2019-20 and 2020-21; Auston Matthews 
of the Toronto Maple Leafs, 2018-19 and 2019-20; Michel 
Goulet of the Quebec Nordiques, 1986-87 and 1987-88). … 
The line of Aho, Teravainen and Kotkaniemi combined for six 
points (three goals, three assists). … Vincent Trocheck had 
two assists for Carolina. … Prior to Toffoli's goal, the 
Hurricanes were 11-for-11 on the penalty kill this season. … 
The Canadiens were 1-for-6 on the power play and are 1-for-
19 for the season. They have allowed eight power-play goals 
on 18 opportunities. 
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Kotkaniemi scores in Montreal return, Hurricanes win 4-1 

MONTREAL (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored his first goal 
for Carolina in his return to Montreal, helping the Hurricanes 
beat the winless Canadiens 4-1 on Thursday night.  

The 21-year-old Kotkaniemi left the Canadiens for the 
Hurricanes over the summer after signing a $6.1 million offer 
sheet. The Finn was booed every time he touched the ice, let 
alone the puck. 

“I didn’t really know what to expect so I just kept an open 
mind,” Kotkaniemi said about the crowd’s reaction. “It gets 
your going a little bit. It was a little funny. I laughed when I 
stepped on the ice” 

With 10:37 to go, Kotkaniemi tipped in a shot from Brady 
Skjei to restore Carolina’s two-goal lead. 

“It was a really big relief after those first two games,” 
Kotkaniemi said. “Our line had a pretty solid night so have to 
keep building on that and take it into the next game.” 

Sebastian Aho had two goals and an assist, Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored and Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo 
Teravainen each had two assists. 

Frederik Andersen made 27 saves, allowing only Tyler 
Toffoli’s goal. 

“That was the game right there. We did a heck of a job there 
and the killers came up big,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “(Andersen) was really good tonight too. 
That’s the difference in games, but we can’t take all those 
penalties and then rely on the goalie that much.” 

Jake Allen made 29 saves as Montreal dropped to 0-5-0 
after reaching the Stanley Cup Finals last season. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Columbus on Saturday night. 

Canadiens: Host Detroit on Saturday night. 

Carolina to visit Columbus Saturday 

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Columbus, Ohio; Saturday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blue Jackets +130, 
Hurricanes -154; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The Columbus Blue Jackets host the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Columbus went 18-26-12 overall in the 2020-21 season 
while going 11-9-8 at home. The Blue Jackets recorded 238 
assists on 134 total goals last season. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall with a 16-9-3 record on the 
road during the 2020-21 season. The Hurricanes scored 42 
power play goals on 164 power play opportunities last 
season. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

INJURIES: Blue Jackets: None listed. 

Hurricanes: None listed. 
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Hurricanes relentlessly troll winless Canadiens amid Kotkaniemi's return 

Could it get any worse for the Montreal Canadiens and their 
fans? 

First, the Carolina Hurricanes handcuffed them in an act of 
revenge with a $6.1-million offer sheet to 2018 third-overall 
pick Jesperi Kotkaniemi and barraged them with an all-time 
troll job. 

Then, the Canadiens decided not to match and opted to 
trade for centre Christian Dvorak with the compensation -- he 
has one point through five games. 

Finally, Kotkaniemi and the Canes came to town Thursday 
night to face the 0-4 Canadiens... Perfect time to get in the 
win category, right? What could go wrong? 

The Hurricanes took a 2-1 lead into the third period, and of 
course, Kotkaniemi scored his first for his new team midway 
through the frame to make it 3-1. As soon as the puck 
crossed the line, the Hurricanes' Twitter account was more 
than ready to rub salt in Habs fans' wounds. 

The Canadiens dealt with it a little differently: 

And the Hurricanes didn't stop trolling there. Once Carolina 
sealed the 4-1 victory, its Twitter account unleashed a 
barrage. 

The Hurricanes host the Canadiens on Dec. 30 for their next 
matchup.
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Canadiens' misery extends with loss to Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes 

By Eric Engels  

MONTREAL -- For just the second time in their history, the 
Montreal Canadiens have started their season without a 
point through five games. 

They’re on the verge of breaking a record that certainly won’t 
go up next to the various plaques in their dressing room by 
becoming the first team in NHL history to follow an 
appearance in the Stanley Cup Final with a six-game losing 
streak to start the season. 

How have the Canadiens found themselves on this 
precipice? 

Much of the damage was self-inflicted through the first four 
losses, and everything else went against them. 

Everything that was left to go followed in this fifth one -- a 4-1 
win for the Carolina Hurricanes, who were all smiles after 
extending their own record to 3-0. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s smile was quite wide as he entered the 
press room to talk about scoring his first goal of the season 
against the team that drafted him third overall in 2018. He 
was booed mercilessly in his first return to the Bell Centre 
since signing a $6.1-million offer sheet to play in Carolina, 
but he fought through it and parked himself in front of the 
Canadiens net to tip the puck in and put the game out of 
reach at 9:23 of the third period. 

“I think it was a little funny,” the Finn said about the attention 
he received. “I think I laughed a little bit when I stepped on 
the ice.” 

He unquestionably laughed plenty as he stepped off of it. 

Sebastian Aho, who signed a five-year, $42.27-million offer 
sheet with the Canadiens that the Hurricanes ended up 
matching in 2019, scored two goals and bristled at the 
suggestion afterwards that he also burned his old team on 
this night. 

Still, he smiled and said, “Yeah, I felt good.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who scored the winning goal with a 
simple fake and a shot into the roof of Jake Allen’s net 2:12 
into the second period, said of the Canadiens, “Those guys 
played hard.” 

He was right. 

The Canadiens may have embarrassed themselves in a 
lacklustre 5-0 loss to the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday, but 

they bounced back with a strong effort and probably 
deserved better against the Hurricanes on Thursday. 

They made far fewer mistakes but seemingly got burned on 
all of them. They generated several scoring chances -- a 
goal from Brendan Gallagher on the power play got called 
back on a challenge for goaltender interference and it easily 
could’ve counted; breakaways for Josh Anderson and 
Jonathan Drouin that ended with Frederik Andersen making 
incredible saves; a Christian Dvorak shot that appeared 
destined for the back of the net ended up striking the post; 
several goal-mouth scrambles that ended with the puck just 
staying out instead of crossing the line. 

The Canadiens got unlucky, and they had nothing to smile 
about after the game. 

“At the end of the day a loss is a loss,” said Tyler Toffoli, who 
scored his first of the season and busted a 0-for-17 streak for 
his team on the power play. “Trying really hard and almost 
doing it doesn’t really cut it.” 

Getting caught somewhere in between trying hard and trying 
too hard is a big part of how the Canadiens ended up on the 
losing end once again. 

“I’d rather have a little bit too much urgency and work with 
those things and manage them properly than having to push 
for urgency,” said coach Dominique Ducharme about his 
team's performance, and we’d agree with him on that. 

But frustration is mounting for him and all of the Canadiens, 
and the wrong side of history is beckoning. 

It’s against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday that the 
Canadiens will try to avoid their worst start to a season ever 
and also try to avoid becoming the first Stanley Cup finalist to 
go 0-6 just months later. They’ll have to find some positives 
to latch onto, like these ones Nick Suzuki offered after 
Thursday’s demoralizing loss: 

“I thought five-on-five we did a better job of creating scoring 
chances,” he said. “Power play—finally got one… I thought 
the scoring chances were there, we did a better job of getting 
to the net… I think there’s stretches where we looked like the 
better team…” 

If the Canadiens find a way to be that for longer ones, they’ll 
be the ones smiling in the end. 
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Kotkaniemi gets harsh reception, scores goal in return to Montreal 

By Adam Gretz  

Montreal Canadiens fans were not happy to see Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi make his first visit as a member of the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Their anger only grew when he scored his first goal of the 
season — and first as member of the Hurricanes — midway 
through the third period to help drive the Hurricanes to a 4-1 
win. 

That win also furthers the Canadiens’ early season struggles, 
pushing them to 0-5-0 on the season. 

The big story in this game though was Kotkaniemi’s return to 
Montreal following the offseason offer sheet drama. 

In case you’ve forgotten: The Canadiens and Hurricanes 
have been involved in a two-year beef over restricted free 
agent offer sheets. It was the summer of 2019 when the 
Canadiens tried to sign Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho to an 
offer sheet. Carolina matched, but was unhappy with the 
structure of the deal and the fact that Montreal had the 
audacity to try and explore a legal avenue of improving its 
team. 

So the Hurricanes responded this offseason by signing 
Kotkaniemi to a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet that 
Montreal did not match. The Canadiens received a first-and 
third-round pick as compensation. 

On Thursday, Kotkaniemi and the Hurricanes made their first 
trip to Montreal for the season and Canadiens fans were not 
happy to see any of them. Kotkaniemi was loudly booed — 
and the recipient of a vulgar chant or two — pretty much 
every time he stepped on the ice and touched the puck. He 
ended up getting the last laugh, though, scoring on a 
deflection in the third period to help put the game away. 

It is also a little fitting that Aho, the player that started the 
offer sheet madness between the two teams, also scored 
two goals in Carolina’s win. 

The Hurricanes are now 3-0 on the season. 

Montreal, meanwhile, is a mess. 

This was always going to be a frustrating season and 
probably a big step backwards from the stunning run to the 
Stanley Cup Final a year ago. The Canadiens had to leave 
the all-Canadian North Division, were no longer playing only 
other Canadian teams, and were dealing with a significant 
roster turnover that not only included Kotkaniemi, but also 
Phillip Danault, Tomas Tatar, a season-ending injury to Shea 
Weber, and the early season absence of starting goalie 
Carey Price. 

The Canadiens are not only winless through five games, they 
have scored just four total goals and have yet to score more 
than one goal in any game. They have been outscored 19-4 
so far.
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Hurricanes take Canadiens trolling to new level with one simple tweet 

By Thomas Williams 

An unlikely rivalry has blossomed between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Montreal Canadiens and it's reached a high 
note. 

After a commanding 4-1 win for Carolina in Montreal, the 
Hurricanes social team destroyed the heart of every 
Canadiens fan with a handful of characters. 

The website doesn’t exist anymore, but web archive has it 
enshrined in internet history. It is still another instance of one 
of the top team Twitter accounts pushing the envelope 
further into Montreal’s chest. 

To make the start of the season even worse for the 
Canadiens — who are pointless through their first five games 
— a familiar face and the centre of the heat between the two 
clubs notched the Hurricanes’ third goal. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi was a member of the Canadiens just a 
few months ago, but after an offer sheet from the Hurricanes 
came sliding across GM Marc Bergevin’s desk, he decided to 
not match it. Instead, he opted to gather the draft picks and 
spend them on a more established but older centre in 
Christian Dvorak. 

Unfortunately, Habs fans in the Bell Centre did not take 
Kotkaniemi’s return lightly and booed him loudly. Even the 
Canadiens’ Twitter account took it hard. 

That was the first goal and point in three games for the start 
of Kotkaniemi’s season. The two modern rivals will get a 
chance to further the theatrics again on Dec. 30. 

 

Canadiens fans welcome Kotkaniemi back to Montreal with boos, vulgar chant 

By Olivier Neven 

The Carolina Hurricanes were in Montreal on Thursday night 
to face the Canadiens at the Bell Centre, marking the return 
of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who was at the centre of petty off-
season drama after signing an offer sheet with the Canes. 

In true hockey fashion, the Bell Centre crowd greeted the 21-
year-old with boos and taunting chants. 

The Canadiens acknowledged the former third-overall pick 
by displaying him on the jumbotron, which in turn sparked 
another wave of disapproval from the near-sellout crowd. 

It was Kotkaniemi who got the last laugh, though, tipping in a 
goal in the third period for his first point with the Hurricanes 
— much to the delight of Hockey Twitter. Carolina ended up 

walking away with the 4-1 victory, keeping Montreal winless 
on the season. 

The native of Pori, Finland appeared in 171 games for the 
Habs over three seasons, scoring 22 goals and notching 40 
assists. He also registered 12 points in 29 playoff games, 
including five goals in Montreal’s run to the Stanley Cup Final 
last season. 

Carolina tendered an offer sheet to Kotkaniemi in late 
August, offering a one-year contract at $6.1 million. 
Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin chose not to 
match, and Montreal received a first- and third-round pick as 
compensation. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi scores in return to Montreal, Hurricanes win 4-1 

By Brett Finger  

Thursday night was nothing but fun for the Carolina 
Hurricanes as they went into Montreal and claimed a 4-1 win 
against the Canadiens. 

The game had it all, namely some beautiful goals, 
tremendous goaltending and juicy drama. 

As expected, the fans in Montreal rained boos down on 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi from his first shift of the game. Down on 
the ice, both teams were noticeably physical in the opening 
moments. 

A slew of penalties was rattled off around the three-minute 
mark, starting with a Tony DeAngelo slashing penalty as he 
tried to stop Josh Anderson’s breakaway try. All of four 
seconds into the Canadiens’ man advantage, Jonathan 
Drouin got called for hooking, which led to an extended 
period of four-on-four time that featured a couple of quality 
opportunities for Andrei Svechnikov before he, too, got sent 
to the box for slashing. 

For a short period of time, it looked like Montreal broke the 
ice by way of net-front deflection from Brenden Gallagher, 
but Rod Brind’Amour’s successful goalie interference 
challenge erased that early tally and kept the game 
scoreless. 

The Hurricanes went on to kill another slashing penalty from 
Derek Stepan before getting their first man advantage of the 
game with 1:33 to go in the first period. 

Carolina capitalized on the opportunity on the opening shift 
of the second period. Teuvo Teravainen rifled a perfect seam 
pass to the stick of Sebastian Aho at the backdoor to give 
the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

Aho’s first goal of the season got Carolina off and running, 
and Svechnikov followed him up with a goal of his own to 
extend the lead at 2:12 of the second period. 

Martin Necas found Svechnikov with another excellent pass, 
and Svech waited and fired a shot over the shoulder of Jake 
Allen from a sharp angle to make it 2-0. 

The goal was Svechnikov’s fourth in three games to start the 
season. 

The Canadiens started to surge after Carolina’s lead-padding 
goal, and the Canes spent much of the second period on 
their heels. After putting just five shots on Frederik Andersen 
in the first 25 minutes of the game, Montreal put on an 

onslaught of 12 shots on goal through the remainder of 
period two. 

The Canes killed another infraction halfway through the 
period, making them four-for-four on the night, but their 
stellar penalty kill couldn’t remain perfect after the team got 
penalized for too many men on the ice, and Tyler Toffoli got 
the Habs on the board with just over two minutes left in the 
period. 

Carolina managed to escape the second period with the 
lead, but Montreal undoubtedly took control. 

Svechnikov’s second penalty of the night only added to the 
tension early in the third period, but the Canes killed it with 
ease, and then things swayed back in their direction in a big 
way. 

At the 9:23 mark of the third period, the inevitable happened. 
Brady Skjei launched a long-range shot towards the Montreal 
net, and none other than Jesperi Kotkaniemi was there to 
deflect the puck down and by Allen to give the Hurricanes 
another two-goal lead. 

Kotkaniemi scored his first goal as a Hurricanes in his first 
game back in Montreal, because of course. 

The Canadiens didn’t go away after Kotkaniemi’s goal, and 
they had many chances to cut into the Hurricanes’ led. 
Carolina did the very definition of bending but not breaking 
down the stretch, thanks in large part to some outstanding 
goaltending from Frederik Andersen and pure desperation 
from the guys in front of him. 

The Canes withstood the barrage late in the third period and 
salted the game away via an empty-net goal from Aho to 
close out a 4-1 win in Montreal. 

Thursday night was one to remember for the Hurricanes, 
who improved to 3-0-0 on the season and did so in hilarious 
fashion thanks to Kotkaniemi’s goal. 

Andersen put together another stellar performance, stopping 
27 of 28 shots. He has a .938 save percentage through his 
first three starts with the team. 

The Carolina penalty kill led the way, killing five of six 
Montreal power plays. 

The Hurricanes will travel to Columbus for a date with the 
Blue Jackets on Saturday night before returning home on 
Monday to take on the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Svechnikov, Kotkaniemi discuss 4-1 win in Montreal 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their season-opening win 
streak to three games Thursday night in Montreal, beating 
the Canadiens 4-1 in the Bell Centre.  

The Canes scored two goals in quick succession early in the 
second period, with Sebastian Aho finishing off a beautiful 
pass from Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov doing 
the same with a feed from Martin Necas.  

After Montreal made it a 2-1 game on the power play, its fifth 
of the game, the Canes got an insurance goal straight from 
the storybook. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, playing in his first game 
back in Montreal and receiving boos every time he touched 
the puck, redirected a Brady Skjei shot in for his first Carolina 
goal. Aho made it 4-1 with an empty net.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Aho, 
Svechnikov and Kotkaniemi spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is everything they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s goal: I thought he had a good game 
and got rewarded there with a big goal at the time. I’m happy 
for him 

On Kotkaniemi’s response to the boos: That’s tough for 
anybody, whether you are a young kid or not. You don’t want 
to hear that. I think he was expecting that kind of reaction. 
That’s just the way it is. He answered that the best way he 
could.  

On going to the box so many times and on the penalty kill’s 
strong performance: That’s a good way to twist that. I 
appreciate that. That was the game right there. We did a nice 
job. We gave them one. But when you’re in the box that 
much, that’s not good. We did a heck of a job there. Our 
killers came up big. Our goalie was big. Let’s be clear, that’s 
the difference in the game. We can’t take all those penalties 
and rely on the goalie that much.  

On the slow start: The whole team was sluggish early. I kind 
of expected that. We’ve only played two games. You could 
just see the pace, and we weren’t there. Montreal, I thought, 
was very good. They were taking it to us. We kind of got our 
legs going. And the top line in particular got going as the 
game went on.  

On deciding to challenge for goalie interference: Well you 
know, goalie interference is always a crapshoot. You just 
don’t know. But by the letter of the law, he’s in the crease 
and he bumps the goalie. We just went with that. It’s that 
simple. It is black and white on that, as far as what I’ve been 
told. But you’re right, I’ve seen it go a lot of different ways.  

On the Vincent Trocheck, Martin Necas and Svechnikov line: 
They were ok. They had some hiccups. Again, most of our 
hiccups come from guys trying to do too much. Which is a 
good thing. They want to score every time. They want to 
score when the puck is in our end, and that’s where you’ve 
got to be sometimes a little bit more careful. These guys are 
really blossoming. Svech is taking another step, but he can’t 

take the penalties. He’s a very competitive guy. He’s got to 
know that they’re going to try to get under his skin, and he 
can’t retaliate. They’re always going to get the guy who 
retaliates.  

Sebastian Aho 

On the boos maybe firing up Kotkaniemi: He had a good 
game today. I’m sure he maybe wanted to score a goal even 
more just getting those boos. You get some fuel out of that, I 
feel like. But yeah, he was good. Like I said earlier today, it’s 
just a matter of time before he gets more comfortable. There 
were strides forward.  

On scoring against his old team (jokingly): Not my old team. 
But yeah, it felt good. We played pretty good as a line. We 
had some chances. It was good.  

On Andrei Svechnikov’s shot: It’s got to be one of the 
hardest wrist shots in the league. It’s very, very hard. He 
likes to use it. It’s good for us.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On if he could sense Montreal getting frustrated: I think we 
were getting frustrated, to be honest. Especially me. I got 
those couple of penalties. I probably shouldn’t get them. But 
yeah, those guys played hard.  

On Kotkaniemi’s goal: It was very exciting when he scored 
that goal. He goes out there every shift and the fans are 
booing him. It’s very exciting to see him score that goal. It’s 
going to give him some good confidence. All the guys were 
excited for that.  

On wanting to win this game for Kotkaniemi: Yeah, for sure. 
He played here, and obviously we want to win for him as 
well. I think he got way better. It’s hard for him. He changed 
teams and went to the new system, and he’s spent his whole 
life playing as a centerman and he’s playing winger right 
now. Obviously it’s hard. But he’s a star. He’s going to be a 
star. 

On the hot start to the season: It’s another win for us. It’s 
going to give us more confidence. We’ve got to pull that 
confidence and just give it our best shot in the next game.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On getting all the boos: It was fun. I feel like it gets you going 
a little bit when you hear that every time you go onto the ice 
and touch the puck. I enjoyed that.  

On his reaction to that: It was a little funny. I think I laughed a 
little bit when I stepped on the ice. It’s an unusual situation.  

On seeing the puck go in the net: It felt really good. It was a 
big relief after those first two games. It was a great feeling 
getting it here, too.  

On if he’s feeling a bit more comfortable: Yeah. I think our 
line had a pretty solid night tonight. We were 5-on-5 pretty 
good. We took a big step forward, and we’ll just keep 
building from that.  
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On if the crowd’s reaction matched his expectations: I didn’t 
really know what to expect, so I was just open minded seeing 
what was going to happen. But like I said, it was fun. 

 

 

 

 

Kotkaniemi scores in return to Montreal, Canes stifle Canadiens  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Hurricanes right wing Andrei Svechnikov takes a shot versus 
the Ranger on Sunday, Feb. 21, 2020 at PNC Arena. 
Svechnikov had one assist and tallied on one point in the 5-2 
loss to the Rangers. 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to action at the Bell 
Centre, taking down the Montreal Canadiens 4-1. A stingy 
penalty kill kept the Canes in front, while right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov notched his fourth goal in three games. 

Seven other Hurricanes joined Svechnikov in the box score, 
including center Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who netted his first goal 
as a Cane. After inducing a turnover in the attacking zone, 
the former Canadien deflected a shot from point by 
defenseman Brady Skjei to put Carolina up 3-1 in the third 
period. 

“[Kotkaniemi] goes there every shift and the fans boo him,” 
Svechnikov said. “It's very exciting to see him score that goal 
and it's going to give him some big confidence.” 

The Montreal fans did not take too kindly to Kotkaniemi’s 
return, showering him with boos throughout the night, 
especially after his goal. Despite his age, the 21-year-old 
Kotkaniemi exhibited maturity by not letting the hostile crowd 
get to him. 

“I laughed a little bit when I stepped on the ice,” Kotkaniemi 
said. “It's an unusual situation so it was kind of funny.” 

The special teams played a big role in the game as well, as 
the difference between Montreal and Carolina in that regard 
was practically night and day. The Canadiens went goalless 
in five of their six power plays, while the Hurricanes made 
the most of their one power play with a second-period goal 
by center Sebastian Aho to open the scoring. 

Although the Canes’ penalty performed well, they also dug 
themselves into a bit of hole by logging 12 PIM in the first 
place. The majority of those penalties were committed by 
Svech, who served three penalties for slashing, too many 
men on the ice and tripping, respectively. 

“We did a heck of a job there,” said Canes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “Our killers came up big and then our goalie 
was great tonight. Let's be perfectly clear, that's the 
difference in the game. We can't take all those penalties and 
and rely on the goalie that much” 

The Canes defense played well in even situations as well, 
allowing only five shots on goal in the first period. The 
defense was not afraid to put their bodies on the line, 
blocking 20 shots over the course of the game and limiting 
Montreal to just 28 shots. 

The Hurricanes will complete their first road trip of the 
season on Saturday, Oct. 23 with a return to the States to 
take on the Columbus Blue Jackets. Puck drop is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. 
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Kotkaniemi’s dagger against former team helps ‘Canes to 4-1 win in Montreal  

By Michael Prunka  

MONTREAL (WNCN) – Jesperi Kotkaniemi deflected a 
Brady Sjkei shot to score his first goal of the season, and did 
so in a 4-1 win over his former team, Montreal. 

Before that, Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov broke the 
game open by scoring two quick goals early in the second 
period. Teuvo Teravainen’s cross-ice pass found Aho, who 
rifled a one-timer past Jake Allen for a power-play goal.  

Martin Necas then linked up with Svechnikov down low, who 
roofed it for a 2-0 lead just over 3 minutes into the second 
stanza. That marked his fourth goal in the young campaign. 

Tyler Toffoli got one back for Montreal late in the period. His 
power-play tally cut the Hurricanes’ lead to 2-1 going into the 
third. 

Kotkaniemi’s dagger against his former club came around 
the midway point of the third.  

Aho’s second goal came with 39 seconds left in the game, 
sealing the win. 

Frederick Andersen stopped 27 of 28 shots faced in the win. 
The Hurricanes improved to 3-0-0.  
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the Hurricanes skated past the noise to thump 
the Canadiens 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED OCTOBER 21, 2021 11:18 PM 

 

Before the game, the talk was about Jesperi Kotkaniemi, an offer sheet, 
the Carolina Hurricanes and how Montreal Canadiens fans would greet 
their former player Thursday. 

“He knows all the eyes will be on him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

There was the not-so-small matter of playing the hockey game. The 
Canes were 2-0 and itching to play again, and the Canadiens 0-4 and 
desperate to notch a first win this season. 

Kotkaniemi, in his return game to the Bell Centre, made himself a big part 
of the story as the Canes took a 4-1 road victory. 

Widely booed when he first took the ice in the first period, the forward 
had Montreal fans booing again in the third when he redirected a Brady 
Skjei shot past goalie Jake Allen for his first goal with Carolina. That gave 
the Canes a 3-1 lead at 9:23 of the period and had Kotkaniemi and 
everyone on the Canes bench smiling. 

“It felt really good,” Kotkaniemi said after the game, smiling again. “It was 
a big relief. I didn’t really know what to expect. It was fun.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, his first two goals of the season, and Andrei 
Svechnikov continued to sizzle with his fourth goal in three games. 
Goalie Frederik Andersen won for a third time, staying calm, making 27 
saves, and the Canes killed off five of six penalties. 

“Our killers came up big and our goalie was great again,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Let’s be perfectly clear, that’s the difference in the game. We can’t 
take all those penalties and rely on the goalie that much.” 

After a scoreless first period, the Canes struck swiftly in the second. Aho 
and Svechnikov — No. 37, again — both scored in the first 2:12 of the 
period, Aho converting on a power play that began late in the first period 
and then Svechnikov at even strength for a 2-0 lead. Aho’s second goal 
was an empty netter to make it 4-1. 

Aho’s first goal of the season came on Teuvo Teravainen’s cross-ice 
pass into Aho’s wheelhouse. Svechnikov went top shelf from the right 
side after a setup pass from Martin Necas, one of his game-high seven 
shots. 

Jordan Staal nearly made it 3-0, Canes, with a strong shorthanded 
chance in the second but the Habs then scored on the power play. Tyler 
Toffoli got position in front of the net for his first of the season — the first 

for the Habs and the first allowed by the Canes this season after 11 
straight kills. 

Andersen made a key stop with five minutes left in regulation on 
Jonathan Drouin, then denied Cole Caufield and Brendan Gallagher a 
minute later around the crease to maintain the 3-1 lead. He faced 15 
“high-danger” chances in the game, according to Naturalstattrick com, 
including eight in the second period. 

The Canes took Kotkaniemi, 21, away from the Canadiens by making a 
one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet to a player who was a restricted free 
agent. The Canadiens, with salary-cap concerns, did not match the offer 
sheet, instead taking first-and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL Draft 
from Carolina and later trading for center Christian Dvorak. 

Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi had a “good game and got rewarded.” 

“I’m happy for him,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “That’s tough for 
anybody. Whether you’re a young kid or not you don’t want to hear 
(boos). But I think he expected that kind of reaction, that’s just the way it 
is, and he answered that the best way he could.” 

Brind’Amour had Kotkaniemi on Aho’s line with Teravainen to start 
Thursday’s game. That put the three Finns together for the first time in a 
game, all the better for communication, and also to boost Kotkaniemi’s 
comfort level in this game. 

“He was good,” Aho said. “Just hearing those boos, you get some fuel 
out of that. But he was good and like I said today it’s just a matter of time 
before he gets more comfortable.” 

The Canadiens believed they had scored the game’s first goal on a 
power play when Brendan Gallagher redirected a shot at 5:33 of the first. 
But Brind’Amour won a coach’s challenge for goaltender interference by 
Gallagher, who was in the crease, and the goal was disallowed. More 
boos. 

“Goalie interference, it’s always a crapshoot,” Brind’Amour said. “You just 
don’t know. But by the letter of the law (Gallagher) is in the crease and 
he bumps the goalie.” 

Kotkaniemi said he quickly eyed the schedule after coming to Carolina 
and saw the Canes had an early trip to Montreal. He also quipped that he 
has been so concerned about the game in recent days that he headed 
out on golf courses with Teravainen. 

Come Thursday, Kotkaniemi was ready for anything. 

“It was an unusual situation, so it was really fun,” he said. 
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Carolina Hurricanes ‘worker bee’ Jesper Fast has his season off to a 
quick start 
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BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED OCTOBER 21, 2021 2:01 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes Jesper Fast (71) skates during pre-game warm-up 
prior to game five of their Stanley Cup series against Tampa Bay on 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

At a team outing for the Carolina Hurricanes before the season, a go-kart 
race for the players was pretty competitive. 

The winner: Jesper Fast. He took the checkered flag for the victory, then 
took it for a victory lap. 

That’s the guy the players call “Quickie,” the forward from Sweden who 
speaks softly and can often play a silent kind of game while he’s quietly, 
almost sneakily effective with his speed, instincts, experience and, yes, 
competitiveness. 

There’s little flash to Fast’s game but get this: In the Canes’ first two 
games of the season, both victories, he has scored a goal in each. The 
first was on the redirection of a Jaccob Slavin shot, and the second on a 
top-shelf bullet from the left circle that probably had people double-
checking to see who the shooter was. 

No 71, Fast. 

Told this week that he was on a pace to score, oh, 82 goals, Fast smiled. 
After all, he scored six goals in 46 games last season for the Canes and 
never has had more than 13 in a season in his NHL career. 

“I don’t think I could expect that,” he said. “Of course it’s fun to score 
goals early in the year and get the confidence going but the most 
important thing is to win games.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has kept the Jordan Staal line together 
through camp and into the season with Nino Niederreiter on the left side 
and Fast as the right wing. Some would call it the Canes’ checking line 
and it has been that, but Fast and Niederreiter have scored and Staal 
has had Grade-A chances in front of the net and had two assists through 
two games. 

“We know what to expect from each other,” Fast said. “Both of them 
make it easy for me because both are hard on the puck and strong. 
They’re making plays and I’m really enjoying playing with them.” 

Staal, in turn, said he likes playing with Fast, who he calls a “worker bee.” 

“He’s going to show up every night and ready to work,” Staal said. “He’s 
smart, he’s quick, no pun intended, and a player that I enjoy playing 
with.” 

Fast, 29, came to Canes last year as an unrestricted free agent, signing 
a three-year, $6 million contract after the New York Rangers did not re-
sign him. No player was more popular among the Rangers, who voted 
Fast the Players’ Player award as the person who “best exemplifies what 
it means to be a team player.” 

The award is given annually by the Rangers. Fast won it five straight 
times, a team record. 

Fast’s team-before-self attitude and play is appreciated by his Canes 
teammates and his coaches. He’s the kind to attend to the little details, 
be defensively responsible, win board battles, kill penalties. Having the 
right stick in the right place at the right time can help win games. 

And scoring goals? That almost seems a bonus for the Canes. 

“He’s steady. You know what you’re getting out of him and that’s what 
you love about him as a coach,” Brind’Amour said. “He gets overlooked 
because we have some bigger names ... but you can’t have success as a 
team without a Jesper Fast, those players who know how to play and you 
can count on at the end of the game.” 
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If Montreal fans boo Jesperi Kotkaniemi, it’s not his fault. It’s Marc 
Bergevin’s 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 21, 2021 11:23 AM 

 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to Montreal turns a new page in the latest 
chapter of this suddenly very heated rivalry. Whatever abuse or 
approbation he receives from the fans he spurned, it’s important to 
remember this isn’t his fault. 

He took the money and the opportunity to exit a situation that no longer 
worked for him. We should all be so lucky. 

Nor is this entirely the fault of the Carolina Hurricanes, as much as they 
unquestionably stoked the fires with the impossibly snarky social-media 
campaign that surrounded the offer-sheet poaching of Kotkaniemi from 
the Canadiens. That inevitably raised the temperature of their first visit to 
Montreal, which just happened to be in their third game of the season 
Thursday against a Canadiens team that lost its first four games. 

They won the battle and salted the earth, but they did not start the war. 

Everything the Hurricanes did that so assaulted the tender sensibilities of 
certain Montrealers was in response to the original sin of Canadiens 
general manager Marc Bergevin. And not the offer sheet for Sebastian 
Aho — that was fair game after the Hurricanes let negotiations linger too 
long with their star player — but Bergevin’s not-so-thinly-veiled shots at 
the entire Hurricanes franchise. 

“Sebastian Aho accepted our offer. He wants to come to Montreal,” 
Bergevin said in 2019. “He sees our youngsters coming up in the 
organization and he wants to be a part of that. We’re proud, but there’s 
still a waiting period.” 

Bergevin wasn’t taking a shot at Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon there. 
The structure of the offer sheet did that. Everything he said was targeted 
at the Hurricanes franchise and what it stands for, the absurdity of the 
mere thought that a player would choose to play for the Hurricanes when 
playing for the Canadiens was an option. He was throwing red meat to 
his own frustrated fans. 

There’s no question some of the offer-sheet sparring between the teams 
has been a micturating match among multibillionaires, but the Aho offer 
sheet spoke for itself. Bergevin spoke for himself. 

“He wants to be a part of that” was quite the turn of phrase during a 
summer after the Hurricanes beat out the Canadiens for a playoff spot 
and proceeded to knock off the defending champs on their way to the 
conference finals. Never mind that it made no sense to join the 
“youngsters coming up” in Montreal when Carolina’s youngsters were 
already there and contributing. 

It was all as gratuitous as it was, everyone knew then, false. 

Bergevin could have played it straight back in 2019, but he had to get his 
shots in, and turnabout turned out to be fair play in l’affaire offre hostile. 

The reality, as anyone with a functioning brain knew, was not only that 
the Hurricanes would match the offer sheet for Aho despite the front-
loaded bonus structure pandering to Dundon’s perceived parsimony, but 
that Aho and his agent were using Bergevin for leverage. 

The offer sheet merely settled the matter. Only Bergevin acted like it was 
anything but. 
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The Hurricanes then waited two years to offer-sheet Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
who did want to come to Carolina. Beyond the pettiness (and there was a 
lot of pettiness) it was a smart hockey move to get a player the 
Hurricanes had long admired. 

Bergevin’s aggrandized superiority eventually came back to bite him, and 
he had notably less to say this time around when the Hurricanes cut-and-
pasted Bergevin’s own quotes back at him. 

Thursday night will be interesting, but not the first interesting visit the 
Hurricanes have made to the Bell Centre. There’s bad blood here that 
dates back to 2002 and 2006 and even beyond, to the Hartford days. It 
didn’t start with the offer sheets, but to whatever degree the ante has 
been upped, Bergevin brought that upon himself. That should not be 
visited upon Kotkaniemi. 

Bergevin lit the fuse. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi is happy in Carolina and looking forward to being 
booed at the Bell Centre 

 

By Arpon Basu  

Oct 21, 2021  

  

Imagine this sequence of events. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi was playing in the Stanley Cup Final in early July. 
Meanwhile, back home, it is discovered that his father, Mikael, has a 
tumour in his mouth. Surgery would be required. Kotkaniemi and his 
father are extremely close, but considering what was happening an 
ocean away, Mikael decided not to tell his son what was happening. 

As the Final played out, Kotkaniemi had no idea. 

“We needed to keep that information with us for three weeks here in 
Finland because we didn’t want to ruin his feeling during the finals,” 
Mikael said in a text message. “It was a hard homecoming for him.” 

The Stanley Cup Final ended July 7. Kotkaniemi did not play in that 
game. Two days later, on July 9, the Canadiens held their exit meetings 
and, though Kotkaniemi wouldn’t talk about this, it is widely believed his 
did not go so well. Both coach Dominique Ducharme and general 
manager Marc Bergevin talked about how they wanted to see more from 
him, that the time had come for him to take the next step in his career. 

Seems like bad news, but the real bad news would only come once 
Kotkaniemi flew home. 

“He’s doing good now, he stopped with his treatments now, he stopped 
that last week. So it’s good now,” Kotkaniemi said over the phone this 
week. “Yeah, it was not nice (getting the News). Thank God he’s doing 
better now.” 

In a span of a few days, Kotkaniemi lost in the Stanley Cup Final, heard 
about his shortcomings as a player from his boss and found out his dad 
had cancer. A few weeks later, he became a restricted free agent. A few 
weeks after that, he would receive an offer sheet from the Carolina 
Hurricanes worth $6.1 million for one season. 

Perhaps it’s not that difficult to see why Kotkaniemi was in a frame of 
mind where a new start somewhere else could be welcomed, and why 
playing his first game in Montreal as a member of the Hurricanes on 
Thursday evening doesn’t seem like that big of a deal. 

Every day in his new home in Raleigh, N.C., Kotkaniemi waits for a ride. 

Somehow, after signing a contract worth $6.1 million, Kotkaniemi does 
not have his own car. So he waits for Teuvo Teravainen to pick him up 
and take him to practice, and he gets a ride home afterward. Social time 
is spent at Sebastian Aho’s house roughly two minutes away, where they 
will often have dinner with Aho and his girlfriend. 

And then they will hit the sauna in his backyard. 

Yes, three Finns in North Carolina, hanging out in a sauna. Sometimes, 
stereotypes are stereotypes for a reason. 

“I like saunas!” Kotkaniemi said with a laugh when the stereotype is 
brought up. “It’s really relaxing!” 

What’s also relaxing is playing hockey in North Carolina. When 
Kotkaniemi signed that offer sheet, there was some concern that the 
pressure of the contract would weigh on him, that it would prevent him 
from being able to perform. Had the Canadiens matched the offer sheet, 
that would have 100 percent been the case in Montreal. 

Only four games into the Canadiens’ season — all losses — Nick Suzuki 
and Cole Caufield are definitely feeling it with no points so far, and 
neither of them is making $6.1 million this season, though Suzuki will be 
making even more than that as of next season. But for Kotkaniemi, who 
also doesn’t have a point this season, his reality is now different. 

“On my first day, I had one media guy ask about (the contract),” 
Kotkaniemi said. “That was the last time I talked about it. That was the 
last time I heard about it.” 

Suffice to say the environment in Raleigh is different from the one in 
Montreal. 

“I can say I can work on my game in nice peace here,” Kotkaniemi said. 
“Just try to get better without hearing about it. That’s kind of nice.” 

But he quickly corrected himself. Kotkaniemi did not want to give the 
impression that it was the environment in Montreal that soured him on 
playing for the Canadiens, because that is not the case. Even though 
what the Canadiens are currently experiencing is a perfect example of 
what can make playing in Montreal somewhat more difficult than playing 
in Raleigh, Kotkaniemi insists that was not a factor for him. 

“I didn’t really mind that in Montreal,” he said. “I’m not that type of guy 
who really takes any kind of pressure or that kind of thing. I didn’t really 
mind that. Like I said, it’s really nice weather here, enjoying life, hang out 
with the boys. It’s been nice here. Really relaxing. 

“I feel in Montreal, you face that if you want to face that. That’s how it 
was for me. You will find that stuff if you want to find it, but you don’t 
actually have to face it in your normal life when you’re just walking on the 
streets and stuff. That’s how I felt, at least.” 

Kotkaniemi’s transition to this moment to come at the Bell Centre 
probably was finalized on opening night. Not the Hurricanes’ opening 
night, but the Canadiens’ opening night. 

Kotkaniemi was at Aho’s house, and he flipped on the Canadiens’ game 
in Toronto. 

“I know how they’re doing, but I don’t watch the games,” he said. “I saw 
the first 10 minutes of the Leafs game, I think that’s about it pretty much. 
They looked pretty good.” 

Kotkaniemi doesn’t know it, but he probably saw the best 10 minutes of 
the Canadiens’ season. Anyhow, the viewing ended right there. 

“We were at Aho’s place, and we wanted to see the start of the Rangers 
game against the Capitals,” he said. “That was it.” 

The channel was flipped because there was a Metropolitan Division 
matchup to watch. It was time for Kotkaniemi to move on. He hasn’t 
watched any of the Canadiens’ games since. 
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But the reason he still checks on scores and how the Canadiens are 
doing is he still has friends on the team, and he’s invested in how they 
do. When Suzuki signed his eight-year, $63 million contract, Kotkaniemi 
made sure to congratulate him right away. 

Suzuki got back to him five days later. 

“I texted him right after it came out, like five minutes after, and I had to 
wait five days,” Kotkaniemi said, laughing. “I’m still thinking about it like 
he probably got a couple of other texts after signing that deal. I’m not the 
only one who reached out.” 

Though this was not necessarily a sign of it — Suzuki surely got 
hundreds of texts that day — but the Canadiens have also moved on 
from Kotkaniemi. 

The first-round pick they received as compensation for the Hurricanes 
signing Kotkaniemi was quickly flipped to the Arizona Coyotes as the 
centrepiece of the package that brought Christian Dvorak to Montreal. 
And in this season of utter misery for the Canadiens, Dvorak has been 
one of the shining lights, his line with Jonathan Drouin and Josh 
Anderson being the only forward line that can be considered to be 
working. 

“He’s a complete hockey player,” Ducharme said after the home opener 
against the Rangers. “It was a nice play he made, but he’s not someone 
that brings you to the edge of your seat. It’s the little details he does all 
the time, he’s strong on the puck, he protects it, he rarely gives it up 
easily to the opposition. 

“He’s playing the way we want to play.” 

Kotkaniemi was not playing that way for the Canadiens, not the way they 
wanted him to play, at least. And now he has perhaps gone to a team 
where the way he plays fits with the way the Hurricanes play better than 
it did in Montreal. Seems like a win-win transaction, even if it wasn’t 
technically a trade. And if both sides come out of this better as a result, it 
will be easier for everyone involved to move on. 

Even if Kotkaniemi has moved on, he was still a little apprehensive about 
how things would go at the Bell Centre. 

“I don’t actually know (what to expect). If I remember right, they’re booing 
all the old players, right? That’s a thing, right?” Kotkaniemi said. “But 
when you play the game, you don’t really hear the fans because you’re in 
the game. So I’m counting on that. 

“I can’t wait to see a full Bell Centre again. It’s been a while. I want to see 
that one more time. But it will be 21,000 people against you. I’m going to 
take it like even if they are booing me, somehow they’re still thinking 
about me. That’s my mindset for the night.” 

Even if those fans are booing, Kotkaniemi would like to send them one 
message. He won’t be able to deliver it personally, so this will have to do. 

“I would just say thank you,” he said. “I think every night, they made me 
feel at home when I played there. They gave the energy every night to 
play there. I never had any problem with the fans, everything was just 
really good, and it was a really inspiring place to play every time we went 
on the ice at the Bell Centre. They just made it special every time.” 
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Laine scores in OT, Sillinger nets first in Blue Jackets' win over New York 
Islanders 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The Blue Jackets celebrate a win with Columbus Blue Jackets right wing 
Patrik Laine (29) goal during the NHL game in Columbus, Ohio, on 
Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021.  

It’s only four games into an 82-game schedule, but the Blue Jackets are 
3-1-0 and off to a strong start.  

It took overtime again, not to mention another OT goal by Patrik Laine, 
but Columbus edged the New York Islanders 3-2 on Thursday to stay a 
perfect 3-0-0 at Nationwide Arena. 

Laine scored 1:49 into OT and Columbus got regulation goals from 
Boone Jenner and rookie Cole Sillinger — whose tally was his first in the 
NHL and put the Jackets up 2-1 late in the second period.  

“I think it just gives us confidence,” Laine said of the Jackets’ fast start, 
which he’s helped with two OT goals. “(The Islanders) have a really good 
team out there. They’re always in the conversation for the Stanley Cup, 
so it’s not an everyday thing where you just beat up that kind of team. It 
definitely feels good, but just try to build some confidence and go from 
here. It would be more fun to be 4-0, but we’ll take 3-1.”  

The loss was an ugly 4-1 defeat Tuesday against the Detroit Red Wings, 
who controlled the puck most of the game. They outskated the Blue 
Jackets in all three zones and would’ve won in a rout had it not been for 
goalie Joonas Korpisalo allowing just two goals on 43 shots.  

Elvis Merzlikins started against New York and matched Korpisalo’s 
excellence with 34 saves on 36 shots – including two in overtime. 
Merzlikins improved to 3-0-0 with wins on home ice against the Arizona 
Coyotes, Seattle Kraken and the Islanders.  

Scott Mayfield and Mathew Barzal scored the goals for the Islanders (1-
2-1), who got 29 saves from goalie Ilya Sorokin.  

“It was better,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “We played on our 
toes. It was a little bit of a fire drill sometimes for us, but we battled 
through. I thought Elvis was good again for us tonight, but the response 
was good. We played better.”  

Manny Legace’s advice pays off against Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin  

If there’s one thing goalies know about each other, it’s vulnerable spots. 
So, the Blue Jackets listened when goaltending coach Manny Legace 
suggested they aim just underneath Sorokin’s blocker.  

Laine and Sillinger each scored their goals with shots to that location and 
Jenner’s deflection on a power play sent the puck over the goalie’s 
shoulder on the blocker side to tie it 1-1 with 2:00 left in the second.  

Laine’s shot, which he took from the right faceoff circle before falling to 
the ice, zipped under the blocker and over Sorokin’s right leg pad. It 
ripped into the net on the far side to end the game.  

“I got past the (Islanders defender) and just tried to shoot it, and our 
goalie coach told me to go low blocker – so that’s where I went and it 
went in,” said Laine, who scored on the short side from that spot in OT 
against Seattle. “I had it in my mind before I even got the puck. I knew 
where I was going to go with it, so I didn’t even have to look at the net. … 
I feel like that was his weakness, like he told me, and it seemed to be 
working.”  

Elvis Merzlikins was outstanding in Blue Jackets’ net  

Another positive for the Blue Jackets through the first four games is that 
both of their goalies look sharp. 

Korpisalo was on top of his game against the Red Wings. Merzlikins was 
just as good against the Islanders. Mayfield’s goal was a bit of a fluke, 
skipping off teammate Sean Kuraly’s skate, and Barzal beat him with a 
wrist shot under the bar to tie it 2-2 in the third.  

Otherwise, Merzlikins was perfect.  
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He had a number of big stops in key moments, including one against a 
slapper by Anders Lee in the third that kept it 2-2 and helped force OT.  

Cole Sillinger impresses for Blue Jackets in response to tough game   

Sillinger did enough in junior hockey to get himself drafted 12th overall. 
His skills and maturity earned him a spot in the Jackets’ lineup at the age 
of 18 and his resilience after sitting all but three seconds of the third 
period in Detroit earned Larsen’s admiration.  

The rookie scored his first NHL goal, led the team with six shots and 
even matched up against Barzal, the Islander’s top center, at the end of 
regulation.  

“He took it head on,” Larsen said. “He’s still got a lot to learn, but I loved 
his game. I just love the response, how he played. He was assertive. He 
wasn’t scared. He didn’t play scared one bit tonight.”  

Sillinger’s effort was the opposite of playing scared.  

“He attacked the game as an 18-year old kid,” Larsen said. “That’s a 
team that’s trying to win the Stanley Cup. They’re built for that. They’re 
an older team with a lot of depth (and) some big, heavy bodies. He stood 
right in there and you love to see him get rewarded, because he had 
some chances tonight. He’s going to score a lot of goals in this league. 
Let’s put it that way.”  

Cole Sillinger’s first NHL goal a relief  

Cole Sillinger hadn’t scored a goal since the Traverse City NHL 
Prospects Tournament in September. He didn’t net any in the preseason, 
nor in the Jackets’ first three games, so his reaction after putting the 
Jackets up 2-1 late in the second was understandable.  

After snapping a shot past Sorokin off a pass from Vladislav Gavrikov, 
the 18-year old dropped to one knee, pumped his first and skated over to 
the far corner to pound the glass.  

“As soon as it went in, I just kind of blacked out and I don’t remember 
much,” Sillinger said. “I did not have any celebrations in mind. It was just 
an ‘in the moment’ thing. I couldn’t even tell you what I did for myself, to 
be honest.”  

The goal was scored with impressive execution on the pass and shot. 
Gavrikov threaded the pass with a backhand past two Islanders, from 
below the goal line, and Sillinger didn’t miss.  

Jakub Voracek and Zach Werenski flip spots, ignite Blue Jackets’ goal  

The Islanders killed off the Jackets’ first three power plays, including one 
early in the second with the game 0-0. It was mostly Sorokin’s play in net, 
as both of the Blue Jackets’ power-play groups created good scoring 
chances.  

The top unit also had two of its main perimeter weapons, Jakub Voracek 
and Zach Werenski, flip-flop on the fly to make things less predictable. 
Voracek drifted out to quarterback the action at the top of the 1-3-1 
formation and Werenski slid to the right circle where Voracek usually 
camps out.  

It paid off when Voracek got the puck from Werenski and launched a long 
wrist shot down the slot that was deflected by both Bjorkstrand and 
Jenner before eluding Sorokin to knot it 1-1 with 2:00 left in the second 
period.  

“It happened on the fly,” Voracek said. “Sometimes it happens on the 
break-in, that it’s going to end up like that, and I find it’s better if the guys 
just stay in those positions instead of switching – because we create 
some confusion. We started switching and I played that (spot) in juniors. I 
know how to play it.”  

New York Islanders’ forecheck gives Blue Jackets trouble  

The Islanders’ forecheck differed from the Red Wings’ stifling attack 
because they’re bigger and more experienced. The Blue Jackets had a 

good start to the game, but New York began dominating possession in 
the second and controlled the puck for most of that period.  

It led to the game’s first goal too.   

Mayfield intercepted one of the Jackets’ failed exit attempts by getting to 
a puck sent around the boards and took it immediately to the low slot for 
a scoring chance. His shot skipped off Kuraly’s skate and beat Merzlikins 
between the pads.  

In the third, Barzal tied it 2-2 after another long shift in the Columbus 
zone.  

“You know you’re going to spend some time in your zone against them,” 
Larsen said. “They’re a real heavy team and they’ve got some big bodies 
down low. They just play an old school game.”  

Blue Jackets strong killing penalties  

The rule of thumb to succeeding while shorthanded is that goalies must 
be your best penalty-killer. Merzlikins lived up to that standard, stopping 
all five shots the Islanders put on net during three power plays, but the 
Jackets’ 3 for 3 performance on the penalty-kill wasn’t entirely their 
goalie’s doing.  

Columbus started the game seventh in the NHL in penalty-killing at 
88.9% and pushed that number to 91.7%, aggressively challenging 
shooters and putting bodies into shooting and passing lanes. The Blue 
Jackets must remain stellar on both special teams if they want to stay 
competitive while working out kinks  even-strength play.  

Blue Jackets’ three stars  

First  

Cole Sillinger, center  

The rookie center got his first NHL goal and it was a big one. He put the 
Blue Jackets up 2-1 late in the second period and responded strong to 
sitting out almost a full period Tuesday in Detroit.  

Second  

Patrik Laine, left wing  

All he does is score overtime goals, wear cool supervillain shades and 
pose threats to score every time he gets the puck in the offensive zone. 
The Blue Jackets will take his winners without complaint.  

Third 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, right wing  

Bjorkstrand piled up another three-point game, all on assists, and barely 
anybody noticed afterward. He now leads the team in scoring with two 
goals, five assists and seven points in four games – assisting on all three 
goals in this game. 
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The time for Blue Jackets' Vladislav Gavrikov to lead is now or never 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov has become a team leader 
despite this being just his third NHL season. 
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He wears Air Jordans, speaks three languages, considers beer pong a 
sport, has a signature goal celebration and enjoys singing karaoke.  

His song of choice, “It’s My Life,” was made famous by Bon Jovi, but 
Vladislav Gavrikov couldn’t have picked a more apropos tune. The Blue 
Jackets’ defenseman has just begun his third NHL season and is 
enjoying his life to the fullest as a player, husband and doting dad to a 
seven-month-old daughter.  

His face is also on the façade of Nationwide Arena now, which to 
Gavrikov, 25, means the time to help with leadership is now or never.  

“I will say, ‘Finally I am there.’ ” Gavrikov touted his billboard-sized 
likeness above one of the arena’s entrances. “Made it. It was a goal.”  

His sarcasm is obvious, but it's not entirely a joke. In a short amount of 
time, Gavrikov has become a key part of the Blue Jackets’ new 
leadership circle. He and Zach Werenski are the only two left of the 
team’s previous top four defensemen and Gavrikov now wants to steady 
the ship.  

“I feel more responsibility for the team right now, for the guys who are 
sitting next to me and for my game,” he said. “I feel like I should (take) 
one more step in my game, as a player and (with) the team here.”  

Trades in the past calendar year subtracted stalwart defensemen Seth 
Jones and David Savard, who was Gavrikov’s former partner on the 
second pairing. Werenski signed a six-year contract extension following 
the Jones trade in July and is now an alternate captain.   

Gavrikov is leading in his own way.  

“I think he’s 25 and he looks like he’s about 33 or 34, you know?” Blue 
Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “He’s kind of got an ‘old soul’ about him, 
the way he does it, but that’s the way he approaches the game. He 
understands the importance of that part of it. In a short amount of time 
he’s become a very important piece to our team in what he brings and 
the style he plays.”  

In other words, Gavrikov is dependable for a team starting out with a lot 
of uncertainty along the blue line. It’s been no surprise to see him paired 
with Adam Boqvist after starting out in the preseason with Jake Bean 
&mdash two skilled, offensive-minded defensemen in the early stages of 
their NHL careers.  

Gavrikov is early in his NHL career, too, but that tends to get overlooked 
because of his age, international experience and playing style.  

“He drove back with me from the airport the other night, and I asked him 
how many years he’s played in the NHL,” said Boqvist, who played the 
past two seasons with the Chicago Blackhawks and has logged the same 
amount of time in the league as Gavrikov. “I was thinking six or so, but 
this is only his third. It just seems like he’s been in the league a long 
time.”  

Gavrikov is just beginning to stretch his tentacles.  

“When he played with (Savard), I called him the ‘Octopus’ and the other 
guy was a lumberjack,” Larsen said of Gavrikov, who stands 6-foot-3, 
213 pounds. “He’s just got tentacles. He seems to get a hand on a guy 
and they don’t move. He’s one guy who’s very good at closing plays out. 
He’s a very strong man.”  

Eccentric too.  

Take, for instance, Gavrikov’s recent revelation during a player bio on the 
arena’s scoreboard that he “dominates” at beer pong and loves singing 
Bon Jovi’s “It’s My Life,” during karaoke. He even belted out a few lyrics, 
acapella, as fans laughed and cheered.  

Following the interview, the song blared over the arena’s sound system, 
and Gavrikov began happily singing along.  

“I just heard the crowd going nuts and I didn’t know what was going on,” 
Boqvist said, laughing. “I didn’t ask. I just saw it was ‘Gavy’ on the 
screen, so … you know.”  

It’s one of Gavrikov’s ways to lead. It’s his life.   

“He’s got a good personality, just the jokes he makes with everybody,” 
Werenski said. “It seems like he’s always loose. Especially for a young 
team, I think it helps guys out. New guys and young guys are seeing him 
just having fun with it, so he’s been awesome in the locker room and, 
obviously, on the ice.”  

On the building too. 
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It may be that the Blue Jackets' first three games are a template for 
2021-22 

 

Michael Arace 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

With Tuesday's loss in Detroit, the Blue Jackets fell to 2-1 and still have 
never begun a season with three successive victories. 

Well, it was fun while it lasted.  

The Blue Jackets’ undefeated romp through the NHL ended with a 4-1 
loss to the Red Wings in Detroit Tuesday night. Although the magnitude 
of the loss was inflated by two empty-net goals, the final score was kind 
to the visitors. If not for goaltender Joonas Korpisalo, the Jackets would 
have lost 7-1.  

The Jackets slipped to 2-1, and a dream was dashed.  

Never have the Jackets begun a season with three successive victories. 
Put another way: the Jackets’ 21st season is underway and never have 
they been 3-0. It’s a weird little stat.  

Blue Jackets:Red Wings dominate Blue Jackets, Joonas Korpisalo 
shines in season debut 

It doesn’t mean much. The Jackets have been 2-1-0 six times; three 
times it has led to a winning season and three times it has not. Their 
greatest three-game start was in 2006-07, when they bolted out at 2-0-1 
and finished with a 33-42-7 record.  

Much ado about nothing? Maybe. Three games aren’t much in the grand 
scheme of things. At the same time, every game has meaning.  

If you were there on opening night, or just watched on television, you felt 
something during the pre-game ceremony at center ice. Captain Boone 
Jenner got down on one knee to hug the little sister of Matiss Kivlenieks, 
the goaltender who was killed in a tragic fireworks accident last summer. 
More than a few fans in the stands lost it right there.  

The Jackets proceeded to hammer the Arizona Coyotes 8-2. They 
followed that up in Game 2 with a come-from-behind 2-1 victory over the 
expansion Seattle Kraken. Patrik Laine scored the game-winner. 
Nationwide Arena rocked, just like it did on opening night.  

Those in the “this team is better than people think” camp, who think “this 
team is going to surprise some people,” came away well-nourished. Then 
came Game 3 in Detroit, which provided much food for thought.  

Without Max Domi (broken ribs), the Jackets recalled rookie right winger 
Yegor Chinakhov from Cleveland to make his NHL debut before an 
audience of 14,165 in Detroit.  

Jackets coach Brad Larsen rejiggered his second and third lines to make 
room for Chinakhov. Players were moved up and down and flipped from 
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one wing to another. Presumably, Larsen was girding against matchup 
problems, which can get very sticky for the road team. Perhaps, he was 
also trying avoid playing the two rookies — Cole Sillinger, a teenage 
center, and Chinakhov, a right winger — together.  

Look, coaches retool their lines all the time; John Tortorella sometimes 
did it shift-to-shift. This time, it didn’t work out well. The Red Wings used 
the home-team matchup advantage to the fullest effect, and they also 
outworked, out-competed, out-skated the Jackets. The ice remained 
tilted all night. It was an ugly loss.  

For the first time this season, things looked a little too rich for Sillinger. 
That’s going to happen. This season was advertised as a growth period 
for the youths, Sillinger and Chinakhov specifically. That’s why 
Chinakhov started in AHL Cleveland, where he could get first-line 
minutes. That’s why Sillinger made the big club, because he is mature 
enough to handle a regular shift in the middle of the third line. Such was 
the company line.  

It was curious, then, when Larsen benched Sillinger for most of the third 
period. (Was it because of the slashing penalty?) On a night when 
everyone but the goaltender was terrible, the coach benched the kid. I 
don’t want to make too big a deal out of this after Game 3 of 82, but it 
chafed against the stated goals of the organization.  

It speaks to Larsen’s difficult juggling act this season. There is some 
talent in the lineup, and the coach is going to try and win games. That’s 
his job. There is also the development aspect of the rebuild, or reset, or 
whatever they’re calling it. Nurturing is Larsen’s job, too.  

It may be that we’re going to see quite a few games like the first three.   

The Jackets have it in them to whip a downtrodden team like the Coyotes 
in front of a partisan home crowd. They will win some tough games at 
home against middling teams like the Kraken. And their lack of depth at 
center and on defense will leave them prone against other teams, 
especially on the road.  

They’ll be up for the New York Islanders, the iron of the Metropolitan 
Division and the opponent in Nationwide Arena Thursday night. Game 4. 
It should be interesting. 
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Five observations: Cole Sillinger scores first goal, Patrik Laine wins it 
(again) in OT for Blue Jackets 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Oct 22, 2021  

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 3-2 
overtime win over the New York Islanders on Thursday in Nationwide 
Arena: 

1. Sillinger scores first NHL goal 

Cole Sillinger, the Blue Jackets’ 18-year-old rookie, snuck behind an 
Islanders defender high in the zone and found a clear path down the slot 
in front of goaltender Ilya Sorokin. What happened next was just a matter 
of time. 

Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov made a perfect feed 
through traffic from the corner, and Sillinger one-timed the puck through 
Sorokin for the first goal of his NHL career. 

It was not only memorable but also meaningful. It gave the Jackets a 2-1 
lead in a game they’d eventually win 3-2 in overtime on Patrik Laine’s 
second OT winner in five days. 

“As soon as it went in, I kind of blacked out,” Sillinger said. “I don’t 
remember much.” 

It’s too bad Sillinger missed his own celebration. It was something. 

Sillinger is playing center in the NHL at 18 years old, so his game is 
measured mostly by two-way play and defensive responsibility. Those 
are the areas where young players typically struggle against older, 
stronger opponents. 

But still … the No. 12 pick just three months ago was eager to get his first 
goal — he didn’t score in the preseason, either — before the goose egg 
started getting heavy. 

“It was very relieving,” Sillinger said. “It was a key goal for our team, too 
— late end of the second period. We went into the last period up one. 

“I don’t think there’s been any pressure. I was getting chances in games, 
so that was the main focus. I knew it was going to come at some time. I 
just tried to generate for my team as much as I could, but it was really 
good that one finally popped in the net, and hopefully, there’s more to 
come.” 

Sillinger (18 years, 158 days) became the fourth-youngest player to 
score a goal for the Blue Jackets. Rick Nash (18 years, 116 days) was 
the youngest, followed by Dan Fritsche (18 years, 130 days) and Nikita 
Filatov (18 years, 145 days). 

“It’s awesome,” Laine said. “I’ve been there, too, when you score your 
first goal, and it definitely feels good. 

“Hopefully, he’s going to get a bunch more. He’s played really well these 
first four games. I’m excited to see what the future holds for Cole.” 

Where will he keep his first milestone goal? 

“Maybe in my parents’ basement, somewhere special like that,” Sillinger 
said. 

2. But enough about the goal 

All of the Blue Jackets had a rough night in Detroit on Tuesday, a 4-1 
loss that really wasn’t that close. Sillinger stood out, though, because he 
spent all but three seconds of the third period on the bench. 

Brad Larsen and Sillinger met privately Wednesday, Larsen said, and he 
was thrilled with how Sillinger handled and “moved right past it” for 
Wednesday’s practice and Thursday’s morning skate. 

Then came his performance Thursday. Larsen was so impressed that he 
gave him a gutsy assignment late in a 2-2 game and also sent him out 
early in OT. 

“The thing about Cole … you saw the last game, right?” Larsen said. 
“You don’t know how an 18-year-old kid is going to respond. Especially 
(against) the team we’re playing tonight. 

“I don’t know if you caught it, but the last matchup I had with him in the 
third period was him with (Islanders star center Mathew) Barzal. He took 
it head-on. He still has a lot to learn, but I loved his game. I just loved the 
response, how he played. He was assertive. He didn’t play scared one 
bit.” 

Sillinger played 17:17, led the Blue Jackets in shots on goal (six) and 
shot attempts (seven) and won 3 of 8 faceoffs. A respectable game on 
any night, but especially against a team many expect to win the 
Metropolitan Division. 

“He attacked the game as an 18-year-old kid,” Larsen said. “That’s a 
team that’s trying to win the Stanley Cup. They’re built for that. That’s an 
older team with a lot of depth and some big, heavy bodies. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2021 

 

“You love to see him stand right in there and get rewarded. He’s going to 
score a lot of goals in this league, put it that way.” 

Sillinger said the rest of the Blue Jackets were all over him in the 
postgame dressing room. But in another move that will impress the 
coach, he was already moving on to Saturday’s game against another 
Metro opponent, Carolina. 

“The work starts again tomorrow in preparation for Carolina,” Sillinger 
said. 

3. Laine in OT … again 

It’s amazing to step into the mind of elite goal scorers, how they parse 
and compartmentalize the game with the puck on their stick. 

Laine carried the puck high in the offensive zone during three-on-three 
overtime play and considered a couple of options even as Islanders 
forward Anders Lee was shadowing him a few feet inside the blue line. 

“I was thinking about keeping and going into the neutral zone with it, but I 
realized (the Islanders) had a long shift, so I might as well try something,” 
Laine said. 

Laine skated away from Lee, who’d been on the ice for a full minute, and 
found space in the right circle. He had time to process the situation 
further. 

“Our goaltending coach (Manny Legace) told me to go low blocker, so 
that’s where I went, and it went in,” Laine said. ” 

“I had it in my mind before I even got the puck. I knew where I was going 
to go with it. I didn’t even have to look at the net. I knew where I was 
going to shoot it. Apparently, that’s (Sorokin’s) weakness.” 

Laine has four career overtime goals, including two in the past three 
games. 

“I feel like Patty only scores when I’m not on the ice, so I gotta talk to 
him,” said linemate Jakub Voracek. “What’s up?” 

4. Power play comes through 

The Blue Jackets awakened late in the second period, scoring two goals 
in 33 seconds to take a 2-1 lead. It started with the power play, which 
had been 0-for-3 at that point before they tried something different. 

Voracek, who usually mans the right half-wall, instead carried the puck at 
the top of the slot, where Zach Werenski usually operates as the point 
man. This happened organically, Voracek said. Nobody drew it up on the 
bench. 

“It happened on the fly,” Voracek said. “Sometimes it happens on a 
break-in that it’s going to end up like that, and I find it better that the guys 
just stay in that position rather than to change. 

“It creates a lot of confusion when you switch like that. I played (point) in 
junior, so I know how to play it.” 

Voracek fired from high in the zone, and the Blue Jackets scored on a 
double deflection at 18:00 of the second. The puck glanced off Oliver 
Bjorkstrand’s stick and then Boone Jenner’s before sailing past Sorokin. 

5. Snacks 

This is the third time in franchise history — and the first time in 12 
seasons — that the Blue Jackets have started a season with three 
straight wins at home. It happened in 2003-04 (wins versus the New York 
Rangers, Vancouver and Chicago) and again in 2009-10 (Minnesota, 
Calgary and Los Angeles). … Bjorkstrand assisted on all three Blue 
Jackets goals. He leads the club in scoring (2-5-7) after four games. … 
With his second power-play goal on the season, Jenner has already 
surpassed his power-play goals total from last season (one). Jenner also 
won 16 of 23 faceoffs against the Islanders. So far this season, he’s won 
58 of 87 (67 percent). Those 58 wins are second best in the league 
behind Montreal’s Christian Dvorak, who has played one more game and 
taken 20 more draws. … The Blue Jackets had eight defensemen on the 

roster after recalling Gabriel Carlsson from AHL Cleveland on 
Wednesday. Why the recall? Well, Cleveland departed Thursday for a 
three-game set in Canada, two against Belleville (Ottawa) and one 
against Toronto. “If we had an issue or if something happened, it’s tough, 
with immigration now (during a pandemic), to get a guy (called up),” 
Larsen said. “We just wanted to make sure we were protected.” … 
Carlsson, Dean Kukan and Justin Danforth were healthy scratches. … 
The Blue Jackets will practice at noon Friday. 
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Is John Tavares the right player to captain the Maple Leafs? 

 

By Damien Cox Contributing Columnist 

Thu., Oct. 21, 2021 

 

It should be more obvious than it is, shouldn’t it? 

The leader of the Edmonton Oilers is Connor McDavid. Blake Wheeler is 
the man in Winnipeg. Alex Ovechkin has been in charge in Washington 
for years. Ditto for Sidney Crosby in Pittsburgh and Jonathan Toews in 
Chicago. 

Patrice Bergeron succeeded Zdeno Chara in Boston. In Vegas, it’s Mark 
Stone. Even in Seattle, with the expansion Kraken, Mark Giordano is 
clearly the leader. 

In Toronto, meanwhile, the leader is … who? 

Officially, it’s John Tavares, the man with the C above his heart. Tavares 
got the job just over two seasons ago and has had the misfortune of 
trying to establish himself in that role during the complicated time of 
COVID-19. 

No one would argue he is the heart and soul of the hockey club. Not yet, 
anyway. Tavares remains a world-class player. From the outside looking 
in, he appears to be a low-maintenance, low-key athlete and a player 
who primarily leads by example. No one, other than bitter Islander fans, 
has a bad word to say about him. 

He is the productive player and citizen the Leafs believed they were 
buying for $77 million (U.S.). So if you’re reading this as an attack on 
Tavares, you’re reading it wrong. It’s more of a probing question, part of 
the process of trying to unravel the maddening shortcomings of a team 
that has repeatedly underachieved and in recent times has rarely 
appeared to be more than the sum of its parts. 

If you don’t believe the identity and character of a captain has anything to 
do with a team’s ultimate success, then it doesn’t matter whether 
Tavares is the captain or some other Leaf is captain. Right now, five 
teams — Arizona, Buffalo, Calgary, the New York Rangers and Ottawa 
— don’t have captains at all. 

Playing without Tavares after the first period of Game 1, the Leafs 
collapsed in a seven-game playoff loss to Montreal at the end of May. 
With him, the team got bounced in the 2020 bubble playoffs by a less-
talented Columbus team that outworked the Leafs. In 13 playoff games 
with the Leafs, he has four goals and is minus-8. His arrival has not 
altered the team’s penchant for post-season failure. 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner are indisputably Toronto’s marquee 
players. Morgan Rielly has worn the uniform longer than anyone else. 
Goalie Jack Campbell and Jason Spezza seem to occupy more of this 
team’s emotional epicentre. 
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Tavares feels more like a complementary part. He doesn’t play with an 
edge or deliver a physical presence like Jake Muzzin does. He doesn’t 
log particularly heavy minutes. He isn’t a long-serving veteran of the club, 
like Davey Keon was when he inherited the captaincy from George 
Armstrong, or Boone Jenner was when he was named captain of the 
Blue Jackets this season. 

When you list the best Leafs captains of the past 50 years, Tavares has 
yet to make the same indelible mark that Darryl Sittler, Wendel Clark, 
Doug Gilmour and Mats Sundin did. Then again, he’s only held the job 
since 2019. 

He is respected as a player, and quietly consistent, with 92 goals in his 
first 205 regular-season games in Toronto. But is quiet consistency what 
the Leafs, a team that is led by a relatively inexperienced coach and 
general manager and seems at key moments to lack direction and 
conviction, require from a captain? 

Toronto’s situation when Tavares became captain was complex. Mike 
Babcock was the head coach, but GM Kyle Dubas was on the verge of 
firing him. Dubas had signed Tavares and was heavily invested in his 
success. Matthews was the obvious choice to become the first Toronto 
captain since Dion Phaneuf, but some off-season stupidity in Arizona 
indicated a level of immaturity and made that move unpalatable in terms 
of public relations. 

So Tavares got the job, although, like Phaneuf before him, he’d barely 
had the chance to establish himself in Toronto because he’d only signed 
as a free agent the year before. Teams that do that with players put them 
in an incredibly challenging position. 

Sometimes, of course, even the best, most committed players don’t work 
out as team captains. Patrick Marleau was stripped of the captaincy in 
San Jose back in 2009 after a first-round playoff loss. Much the same 
thing happened to Joe Thornton a few years later. Oddly enough, both 
ended up in Toronto as veterans tasked with supplying leadership. 

When Mark Messier moved to Vancouver from New York, Trevor Linden 
surrendered the captaincy to him. That was a complete and utter disaster 
for everyone involved. 

The captaincy of an NHL team is a subtle, often undefinable matter. 
Tavares was the captain on Long Island from 2013 to 2018 during some 
very difficult, unstable times. He was widely respected for how he played 
that role without complaint, but the team had no success. 

He may, given time, become the unquestioned leader of the Leafs, but 
he isn’t right now. When Tavares was felled by the Canadiens’ Corey 
Perry in May, it still seems curious that it was a newcomer to Toronto, 
Nick Foligno, who interpreted the accident as an unacceptable assault on 
the team’s honour and exacted revenge under hockey’s often illogical 
code. The rest of the team accepted the loss of the captain and tried to 
simply play on. 

As we continue to sort through the puzzle of why the Leafs are what they 
are, and why they as yet haven’t become a better team despite their 
talent, the captaincy of the team is worth as much analysis as any other 
aspect. 

You can love and respect Tavares the player, but question whether 
strong, internal leadership is an element this team lacks. 
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Hot goalies or not, the Maple Leafs have to wonder when the goals will 
come 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Thu., Oct. 21, 2021 

 

It’s not like anyone is panicking, but eight goals over four games is not 
exactly meeting the expectations of a Maple Leafs lineup that is packed 
with offensive stars. 

Goals are going in at a fairly ample pace around the division. The 
Atlantic-leading Florida Panthers have 14 in three games, Detroit has 13, 
Buffalo 12. 

The Leafs, meanwhile, keep dealing with repeated cases of hot-goalie-
itis. They have generated a lot of scoring chances, but have come up 
empty. And coach Sheldon Keefe is preaching patience. 

“Stay with it, be confident in the chances that you’ve generated,” Keefe 
said. “And if you continue to generate them, your skill set will allow you to 
convert on those. 

“At the same time, we’re continuing to look at ways that we can get 
better. How can we make it harder on the goaltender? What can we do 
offensively to generate even more of those chances? We don’t want to 
just sit here and throw up our hands and say, ‘Hey, you know, we did 
what we could but the goalie had a great game.’ I don’t coach the 
opposing goalie, I coach the team here. So it’s my job to find ways to get 
us more opportunities, more looks and ways to convert. 

“Some of it is tactical and some of it is the players feeling good and 
getting their touches and being confident.” 

They Leafs are outshooting and making more attempts than their 
opponents by wide margins. They’re the best faceoff team in the league, 
having won more than 62 per cent of their draws. 

“We did expect a bit of an uptick in that,” Keefe said. “Obviously, getting 
Auston back helps even more (and) the addition of David Kampf, we 
thought it would help us in that regard. 

“We’re doing a good job even on the faceoffs we’ve lost. We’re really 
emphasizing guys being on (their) toes and jumping in and we’re getting 
a number of pucks back very quickly, even when we lose the draw. We’re 
getting on top of it.” 

If games were decided by “expected goals” — an analytic based on high-
danger scoring chances created and allowed — the Leafs might be 
undefeated. But what were the odds that, after four games, the Leafs 
would have zero goals from John Tavares, Mitch Marner and Auston 
Matthews? 

“We’re four games in, so you don’t want to overreact to anything,” 
forward Jason Spezza said. “I think we know we can put the puck in the 
net. But it’s good to go through games where we created a lot, you don’t 
score, you’re a little frustrated, then you go back and you rewatch the 
tape. You see that we needed some more traffic on a goalie when he’s 
having a good night and want to make things a little harder on the 
goalies. 

“But our process was good. Our good players were getting good looks 
and, if that happens most nights, it’s going to end up in our favour.” 

Still, the Leafs are 2-1-1 heading into Friday’s 6 p.m. game against the 
San Jose Sharks, the wins coming on the back of goalie Jack Campbell 
and a defence that has been stingier that most around the league. The 
Leafs have allowed only seven goals against over four games — 1.75 a 
game, the third-best mark in the league heading into Thursday’s games. 

As hot as Campbell has been, it will be Michael Hutchinson making his 
first start of the season Friday. The Leafs are betting they’ll be well 
rested, having last played on Monday, while the Sharks will be a bit tired, 
having played Thursday night in Ottawa. Campbell will be fresh for 
Saturday’s game in Pittsburgh. 
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“We’re trying to put Hutchinson in a position to succeed. And we thought 
coming off of a practice day right into the game is a good opportunity for 
him to do that,” Keefe said. “We just thought it made sense for both 
goaltenders and makes sense for our team.” 

Praise for the opener: William Nylander and Michael Bunting lead the 
Leafs in scoring, with two goals apiece. Nylander believes Bunting’s 
game fits well with his and that of John Tavares. “We get more space. He 
drives to the middle, for example, or opens up space in the offensive 
zone. He brings guys to him. It’s been a great connection so far.” 

Face time: T.J. Brodie shaved his beard to dress as Guy Fieri for the 
team’s Hallowe’en party. “It was my wife’s idea,” Brodie said. “I’m good 
with that stuff. I think it’s funny. My daughter was a little surprised, 
though. She was just laughing. It was good. It’ll be back soon.” 

Support for support staff: Sheldon Keefe was happy that a viral video of 
head equipment manager Bobby Hastings shows just how intense the 
workload is for the team’s support staff. Hastings stands by the sticks 
during play, his fingers on the sticks of the player carrying the puck, 
changing with the change in puck possession. “I always marvel at the 
equipment manager’s abilities to be ready when someone breaks a stick 
or whatever is called for on the bench,” Keefe said. “We can see that just 
how seriously he takes it.” 

Old habits die hard: Spezza, the oldest player on the team at 37, has yet 
to take advantage of the Leafs’ newly relaxed dress code. “I will see how 
it goes. I don’t want rule anything out. Maybe on the road, I’ll loosen up a 
little bit, but waking into the rink in Toronto, I feel right wearing a suit.” 

 

Toronto Star LOADED: 10.22.2021 

1223539 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Leafs try to restore power play 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Oct 21, 2021 

 

When the Leafs inevitably turn their offence back on, it will likely flow out 
of the power play tap. 

Both units received plenty of attention Thursday in preparation for back-
to-back games against San Jose and Pittsburgh. 

Before formal practice, on one of three rinks they utilized at their practice 
facility, assistant coach Spencer Carbury worked exclusively with the No. 
1 group. Auston Matthews, William Nylander, John Tavares, Mitch 
Marner and point man Morgan Rielly were unopposed against a guest 
back-up goalie, 22-year-old Brendan Bonello, formerly with Saginaw and 
Kingston of the OHL. 

Then the quintet got into real drills against the penalty killers. 

A change in the second group saw Pierre Engvall move to the left side, 
replacing Ondrej Kase with Jason Spezza, Wayne Simmonds, Michael 
Bunting, net presence Nick Ritchie and point man Rasmus Sandin. 

So far, both groups are a combined 3-for-14, though Matthews only 
rejoined the team for its last game. 

RALPH REACHES 2,000 

Jim Ralph has delivered a million one liners, born of 2,000 games in the 
Leafs’ radio booth, a milestone he reaches Friday as tracked by play-by-
play partner Joe Bowen. 

The 59-year-old Ralph, who moved from nomadic minor league goalie to 
banquet comedian, TV reporter and then the wireless, has been working 
the Leafs two decades, including time with Dennis Beyak before Hall of 
Famer Bowen returned full-time from TV. 

“First off, Jim’s very knowledgeable,” said Bowen as the two kibitzed 
before Monday’s match against the Rangers. 

“Secondly, he sees the game from a different perspective as a goalie. 
But the other thing is that he’s just so funny, so self-effacing, the Bob 
Uecker of hockey. We have the same sense of humour, we understand 
what’s going to come out before it does. 

“He’s also a great friend. And he’s never missed a game, whereas I have 
a bunch. We also travel together, which is half the fun.” 

Right on cue, Ralph joked about the accuracy of Bowen’s math in 
computing his 2,000th gig, but was appreciative of the recognition. 

“I can just imagine my ceremony at centre ice,” Ralph cracked, “I have 
my speech ready, but I don’t know if they’ll bring the new car out or not. 

“But usually these events happen because one guy cares enough about 
(keeping count) and that’s Joe.” 

STAGE, SCREEN AND SKATE 

Uke, the hockey movie The Sun previewed earlier this year, is now 
available on Apple TV. It marks the Ukrainian contribution to pro hockey, 
including the more than 50 players with ties to that country who’ve won 
Stanley Cups. 

Kiev-based filmmaker Volodymyr Mula spoke to NHL stars such as 
Wayne Gretzky and Johnny Bucyk and the clips include some of the last 
interviews with the recently passed Walter Gretzky and Eddie Shack. 
Also covered is Leafs’ 1967 Cup winning goaltender Terry Sawchuk, who 
proudly carried ‘Uke’ as his nickname. 

Also watch for The Cannons, about an all-black youth team from 
Southeast Washington D.C., coached by an 81-year-old Neal 
Henderson, who tries to find enough opponents, money and volunteers 
to guide his players through a white dominated sport to better futures. 

It debuts at the New York City documentary festival Nov. 14 before going 
online. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Friday’s game against the Sharks has an unusual start time of 6 p.m., an 
hour early. It was not a request from TV, rather it helps the Leafs in their 
travel turnaround to finish the game and get to Pittsburgh at a more 
reasonable time for Saturday night’s match … Media relations boss 
Steve Keogh felt he should re-introduce TJ Brodie before questions on 
Thursday as most couldn’t recognize the defenceman without his beard. 
Brodie shaved it all at his wife’s suggestion to better set up his Halloween 
costume as famed chef Guy Fieri … Justin Holl has 10 shot blocks, tied 
for seventh in the league as of Thursday. 
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Game Night: Sharks vs. Leafs 

 

Lance Hornby 
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If their first two games are any indication, the Sharks intend to avoid a 
third straight year on the playoff sidelines. 
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Prior to facing Ottawa on Thursday, they’d beaten Winnipeg at home and 
the struggling  Habs to start an Eastern road trip. Coach Bob Boughner 
had to be pleased with a plus-six goal differential already, but let’s check 
back with him after this swing ends in Boston and Nashville next week. 

This is the first chance the Leafs get to face a team at home in the 
second of a back to back, having enjoyed three days off themselves. 
Getting two points is vital before encountering their own initial test of 
games on consecutive nights Saturday in Pittsburgh. The Leafs could 
use an early goal, having scored first just once in four games to date. 

Three things about the Sharks 

1. Erik Karlsson achieved the bulk of his 37 points in 39 career games 
versus Toronto as a Senator, but the defenceman was off to a hot start 
with four points in two games before facing his old club Tuesday. Leaf 
William Nylander in particular was wary on Thursday of Karlsson creating 
problems off the rush. 

2. Goalie Adin Hill, a former third round pick of Arizona, has risen from a 
low profile in the desert to winning his first two games. While fans at the 
SBA always like to salute old favourite James Reimer, the Sharks had 
picked up on his winning ways against Ottawa and started him Thursday 
night. 

3. Evander Kane scored twice in the last meeting, but he’s cooling his 
heels awhile, having just started a 21-game suspension for trying to fake 
his COVID-19 vaccination. 

Three things about the Maple Leafs 

1. Coach Sheldon Keefe is looking forward to seeing the ‘real’ Leafs this 
weekend, with three days off, two good practices and Auston Matthews 
fully immersed. 

“A practice coming out of (Monday’s overtime loss) was a tough one, but 
there was a day off and I really liked the effort of the guys today and the 
work we got done, in the meeting room and our (pre-practice) skills 
session.”         

2. Ondrej Kase has taken some heavy hits, but held his ground on the 
checking line with centre David Kampf and now Alex Kerfoot. 

“I’ve given them some tough assignments and they’ve handled it well,” 
Keefe said. “They’re competitive, smart players who each have the ability 
to drive the puck up ice.” 

3. In the realm of Never Never Land with the Leafs vs. Sharks, there has 
yet to be a regular season hat trick for either team, nor has Toronto 
managed an overtime goal or shut the Sharks out at the Gardens or SBA 
going back 53 games. 

 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 10.22.2021 

1223541 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

About face - Leafs lead league in draws 

 

Lance Hornby 
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The Leafs are leading in one category after nine days of NHL play, the 
top faceoff team at a hair under 63 per cent success. 

They were second to the Flyers before Auston Matthews returned 
Monday and was 87 per cent in the dots. 

“Really pleased and then we were expecting a bit of up-tick in that (area) 
getting Auston back,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “The addition of David 

Kampf we thought would help in that regard. And even on the (draws) 
we’ve lost, we’re emphasizing the guys being on their toes and jumping 
in to get a number of pucks back very quickly. 

“Winning loose puck battles has kept us on offence a lot.” 

But the Leafs can’t get too complacent. The second ranked team as of 
Thursday were the Sharks, Friday’s opponent, and also better than 60 
per cent. 
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Michael Hutchinson gets rare home start Friday with Maple Leafs 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Oct 21, 2021 

 

Michael Hutchinson will have some favourable wind conditions as he 
makes his first start of the season for the Maple Leafs. 

Whether it results in a win remains to be seen. With Petr Mrazek hurt, 
Hutchinson was due to spell off Jack Campbell in this weekend’s 
consecutive games. But rather than get the usual back-goalie road bone 
thrown his way on Saturday in Pittsburgh, where the travelling Leafs 
might have lost a step, Hutchinson plays at home against San Jose on 
Friday. He’ll have a fresh team in front of him, on three days’ rest, versus 
one that played Thursday night in Ottawa. 

“There were two things,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said in explaining 
his decision after Thursday’s practice. “Trying to get Huchinson in a 
position where he can succeed, we thought going from a practice day 
into a game day would do that. On the Campbell front, we’re just 
managing his workload a little bit better. A day off for him yesterday, hard 
practice today, we just thought it made sense.” 

Friday is also a non-conference game, while points are a bit more 
meaningful against the Pens. Hutchinson looked good in exhibition play, 
but the newly signed Mrazek was scheduled to get the split of duties with 
Campbell early on, until a groin injury in his debut in Ottawa a week ago. 

The Leafs have a record of 2-1-1, losing a 2-1 overtime decision to the 
Rangers on Monday when Auston Matthews did everything but score in 
his return. As a team, the Leafs have eight goals in four games, not yet 
matching their high-scoring expectations. 

“Just stay with it, be confident in the chances you generate,” advised 
Keefe. “If you do, your skill set will allow you to convert those. At the 
same time, we’re continuing to look at ways we can be better, how we 
can make it harder on the (other) goaltender to generate even more.” 

Anton Forsberg of Ottawa and New York’s Igor Shesterkin both made 40-
plus saves in beating the Leafs. But Keefe didn’t wish to leave it there. 

“We didn’t want to just throw up our hands and say ‘Hey, we did what we 
could, but the other goalie had a big game’… I don’t coach the other 
goalie, it’s my job to get us more opportunities, more looks to convert. 
Some of it is tactical, some of it is players feeling good about their 
touches. 

“That’s what two practice days (and an off-day) were for, to allow some of 
that to get sorted.” 

Jason Spezza was glad the Leafs’ schedule was front-loaded. 
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“It was great we got to play four games so quickly,” said the 38-year-old 
centre. “For me, I like jumping right in the fire. It helps you work out the 
kinks of your game. 

“Then it was needed to have a few days off because you were tired. Now 
it’s a reset and we get to do it all over again. The schedule was good for 
us, helped us to build off of each game and tweak some things. At this 
time of year, you’re finding your identity, what works and what doesn’t.” 

The Maple Leafs lead the NHL in faceoff percentage. USA TODAY 
SPORTS 

The Leafs are leading in one category after nine days of NHL play: The 
top faceoff team at a hair under 63 per cent success. 

They were second to the Flyers before Auston Matthews returned 
Monday and was 87 per cent in the dots. 

“Really pleased and then we were expecting a bit of uptick in that (area) 
getting Auston back,” said coach Sheldon Keefe. “The addition of David 
Kampf we thought would help in that regard. And even on the (draws) 
we’ve lost, we’re emphasizing the guys being on their toes and jumping 
in to get a number of pucks back very quickly. 

“Winning loose puck battles has kept us on offence a lot.” 

But the Leafs can’t get too complacent. The second-ranked team as of 
Thursday were the Sharks, their opponent on Friday, and also better than 
60 per cent. 
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Analyzing eight noteworthy stats from the Maple Leafs start to the 
season 

 

By Jonas Siegel  

Oct 21, 2021  

  

Four games down. Seventy-eight (!?!) to go. 

Oh yes, it’s early. But with every game that passes we get a little more 
data to play with, a few more numbers worthy of dissection. 

Here, then, are eight stats from the Maple Leafs first four games that 
merit some deeper analysis. 

1. William Nylander’s minutes per game: 19:40 

Nylander’s minutes are up across the board from last season — 5-on-5, 
power play, and penalty kill, where he’s getting opportunity for the first 
time in his NHL career. 

That overall number would be a career high. (His previous high: 18:12 
per game during the 2019-20 season.) 

Nylander has logged 20 minutes or more twice in the first four games, 
including 22.5 minutes — the third-highest total of his career — in the 
second game of the season. I wonder if we see that five-on-five number 
inch even higher. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe has worked to sprinkle in extra shifts for 
Nylander. Keefe teamed Nylander up with John Tavares and Mitch 
Marner here and there in the first three games, trotting him out for 
offensive-zone faceoffs late in periods or off icings. He sent Nylander out 
for just over two minutes with Auston Matthews on Monday night. 

Nylander’s name is now written in permanent marker on the Leafs No. 1 
power-play unit. He’s tied for the team lead with two power-play points. 

Nylander began last season on what was essentially a 1B unit with 
Tavares. 

He’s currently sitting just inside the top 50 forwards in average ice time 
after ranking well outside the top 100 last season, at just 16.5 minutes 
per game. 

Most important of all: Nylander is earning the extra opportunity. He’s 
picked up points in three of the first four games and fired at least three 
shots in all of them. 

2. Leafs’ five-on-five goal total: 5 

This feels like an “it’s early” stat. 

The Leafs were second in the NHL with 132 five-on-five goals last 
season. So far this season, they rank fifth with 2.9 expected goals per 60 
minutes, up even from last year (2.5) and well shy of their actual mark 
(1.5). 

In short, the goals will start to come. 

Matthews, the top five-on-five scorer in the league, with 28 last season, 
has played only one game. He was cooking that night, with four shots on 
nine attempts five-on-five. 

He’ll start cashing in in no time. 

Tavares and Marner have both yet to score five-on-five (or in any 
situation). That will change. (It’s way too early to be even the tiniest bit 
concerned with Marner’s production.) 

Only four Leafs have scored five-on-five goals to this point: Michael 
Bunting (two), Nylander, Wayne Simmonds, and Alex Kerfoot. 

It does seem reasonable to wonder where, after the big four, the goals 
will come from consistently. 

Bunting feels like a reasonable bet to remain a secondary contributor, 
which will help the Leafs fill the Zach Hyman gap. (Hyman ranked fifth on 
the team with nine five-on-five goals, in only 43 games, last season.) Can 
Ondrej Kase stay healthy? And if he can, how much will he be able to 
score in a deeply defensive role? Kase has lined up for only one — one! 
— shift in the offensive zone so far. 

Same goes for the less skilled David Kampf, who scored only once last 
season. 

The Leafs are going to have hope for a sprinkling of support goals from 
Kerfoot as well as fourth-line parts like Simmonds, Jason Spezza, and 
even Pierre Engvall. 

I’m not sure how much they can really count on from that group. (Not 
having Ilya Mikheyev hurts the potential for depth scoring. He might have 
sniffed out a few more goals than last year with more regular opportunity 
in the top six.) It may not matter if Matthews and the crew up top are 
leading the way — as you would expect. 

3. Shots for Nick Ritchie: 4 

One name I didn’t mention above: Ritchie, who popped 10 five-on-five 
goals for Boston last season. 

It’s been a tepid start for the 25-year-old, who’s yet to register a point. 
Those four shots are fourth-fewest among Leaf forwards, bettering only 
Kampf, the D-zone warrior (three), Kerfoot (three), and fourth liner 
Michael Amadio (two). 

Unlike those guys, Ritchie has been playing with Marner on the top line 
from the jump. 

The question remains: How long does Ritchie’s No. 1 line audition last? 

You’d have to think that Keefe will want to give it a go for more than one 
game with the unit — Matthews included — fully intact. And if you’re 
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looking for even the faintest glimmer of hope, it’s that Ritchie has been 
around the net a little, with four high-danger shot attempts five-on-five. 
(Bunting leads the team with seven.) 

He also leads the team with 15 hits, if that’s worth anything to you. 

What do the Leafs really need from Matthews and Marner’s third wheel 
anyway? The puck will be on their tape almost all of the time. 

The answer: Someone to win it back occasionally for them; someone 
who gets himself open around the blue paint and deposit the odd 
opportunity; someone who is not a liability defensively. (The Leafs are 
giving up 3.4 expected goals per 60 with Ritchie out there, the worst 
mark on the team.) 

In theory, Ritchie should be able to do some of that decently enough. He 
just hasn’t shown much of it so far. 

Another rub: A lack of power-play opportunity. With PP1 rightly grabbing 
nearly all of the opportunity, Ritchie has gotten out there for only six 
minutes so far on the power play. Five of his 15 goals last season came 
with the man advantage. 

4. John Tavares’ individual expected goals per 60 five-on-five: 0.84 

That number probably doesn’t mean much to you. 

Here’s why it should: It’s almost exactly the number Tavares posted last 
season (0.82), and the season before that (0.84). 

In fact, just about every underlying shooting metric for Tavares is either 
on par with last year or even a little higher. 

In other words, Tavares should be fine. 

One side effect to the uncertainty with Matthews’ wrist this fall was a 
shifting cast of linemates for the Leafs captain. Every day at camp, he 
seemed to have a new supporting cast. Keefe seemed intent on having 
Nylander and Mikheyev alongside Tavares to start the season. That 
changed days before the start of the season when it became clear that 
Matthews wouldn’t be ready for Game 1. 

Suddenly, Tavares was centering Ritchie and Marner. With very few reps 
between them, the chemistry was practically non-existent. 

Now that Matthews has returned, Tavares has got a rising Nylander by 
his side again, along with Bunting, the finest agitator the Leafs have had 
since Leo Komarov (?). Opportunities should begin to drop. 

And hey, it’s not like Tavares hasn’t had chances: 

5. Jake Muzzin’s expected goals for percentage: 46.4 percent 

This feels notable only because it’s so unusual. 

Muzzin has been a plus in this department for basically the entirety of his 
NHL career. Last season, the Leafs had a sparkly 58 percent expected 
goals mark when he was out there. It didn’t matter that he was regularly 
entrusted to combat top lines. 

That’s what makes this so strange. The Leafs have been outshot, 
outchanced, and outscored when Muzzin has been out there. 

Muzzin has already taken two penalties in four games. 

Jake Muzzin. (Dan Hamilton / USA Today) 

It’s all looked a little creaky for the 32-year-old. Puck battles not won. 
Decision-making a tad too slow. 

This is only the second season of the four-year extension Muzzin signed 
in Feb. 2020. 

The Leafs have to hope that Muzzin is simply chipping off rust from the 
offseason, and not the first signs of real decline. Muzzin and his partner, 
Justin Holl, are too essential to the team’s defensive efforts. I wonder if 
their struggles are at least partly tied to the disjointed pre-Matthews top 
line — the most frequent forward-line partners. 

The betting is they eventually get on track. If not, if these problems 
persist weeks from now, Keefe may have to consider swapping Holl for 
T.J. Brodie in what would be a revamped top four on the back end. 

6. Morgan Rielly’s shorthanded ice-time total: 9:11 

Rielly’s total last season on the PK: 22:09. 

He’ll cross that line in no time obviously. 

It’s been interesting to see how involved Rielly has become on the PK 
under new assistant coach and PK leader, Dean Chynoweth. 

I had thought that Travis Dermott would slide into the minutes vacated by 
Zach Bogosian, who left for Tampa in the offseason. But it’s been Rielly, 
not Dermott, who’s gotten the gig. In fact, Rielly and Brodie have gotten 
about equal shorthanded opportunity to Muzzin and Holl, the Leafs top 
PK pair last season. 

Perhaps, given the stakes this season, the Leafs simply prefer handing 
important minutes to someone they trust more — Rielly over Dermott. 

It’s probably too early to make much of the underlying numbers. What we 
can say: The Leafs have killed off 11-of-13 power plays so far. 

As for Rielly, the PK opportunity will only pad his ice-time numbers in a 
contract year. He’s averaging what would be a career-high 25 minutes 
per game so far. 

7. Leafs’ power-play shot attempts: 57 

That’s the No. 1 total in the league to this point. 

The Leafs lead in just about every underlying category, in fact. 

They’ve scored three times on 14 looks. 

What interests me more is how those shot attempts have been divided — 
they’re coming from everywhere. 

Last game was the most pertinent representation since it was the first 
game the Leafs had Matthews to round out their reconfigured PP1. 

The attempts were spread around as such: Rielly led the way with four; 
Matthews, Marner, and Nylander each had three. 

Only Tavares failed to register a shot attempt in almost six minutes of 
power-play time. (The Leafs will need to make a more concerted effort to 
push pucks to him down low.) 

It all hinted at the multi-dimensional power play the Leafs were hoping for 
this season. Time will tell whether the approach will lead to more 
sustainable results. 

8. David Kampf five-on-five defensive zone faceoffs: 26 

Think Keefe likes the Kampf safety net? 

I’d say so. 

No forward in the entire league has lined up for more defensive-zone 
draws than Kampf. His offensive-zone start percentage at the moment: 
10 percent. 

This is the definition of buried in hockey terms. 

What’s encouraging for the Leafs and their coach: Kampf is thriving in 
spite of that burden. 

The Leafs have generated more shots (27-21), shot attempts (52-38), 
scoring chances (25-23), and expected goals (1.8-1.4) than their foes 
when Kampf is out there five-on-five. 

Kampf’s attention to detail is noticeable. He seems to be in the right 
spots all the time, never cheating. If this persists, the Leafs have an 
interesting player on their hands — a third-line staple who’s signed for 
this season and next at just $1.5 million on the cap. 
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What Nick Robertson’s injury means for the Maple Leafs, Marlies and his 
development 

 

By Joshua Kloke  

Oct 21, 2021  

  

This season was supposed to be free of complications for Nick 
Robertson. 

His 2019-20 OHL season was abruptly cut short by the COVID-19 
pandemic, but Robertson burst onto the Maple Leafs roster, playing in 
four games in the NHL playoffs qualification round, scoring one goal. 

The following season, Robertson made the Leafs out of camp but 
suffered a knee injury in his regular-season debut. He spent the majority 
of the abbreviated season with the Marlies, but in the process also 
suffered a torn adductor and missed another four weeks. 

There was hope from within the organization that Robertson could spend 
the full season with the Marlies, focus on developing his all-round game, 
become adjusted to the physicality in professional hockey and not worry 
about trying to crack the Leafs roster this year. 

Instead, the 20-year-old top prospect suffered a gruesome injury in 
Sunday’s Marlies game. If you’re not squeamish, have a look: 

The result of the fall was what the Marlies are calling a “non-displaced 
fracture of his right fibula.” Robertson is expected to miss 10 weeks. 

Should he return after 10 weeks, that would mean that in 2020 and 2021, 
Robertson will have played just 57 games, depending on how many he 
squeaks in toward the tail end of 2021. 

“You feel for him, a guy that works as hard as he does and is as 
committed as he is, it’s tough to see that happen,” said Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe. “But I also know because of how hard he works and the 
commitment that he has, that if anybody’s going to work their way 
through that and bounce back, he’s going to do that.” 

If you’re the Leafs, the hope is that Robertson returns to the ice without 
any hiccups. 

But there are still questions that emerge with the 2019 second-round pick 
going down with another injury, and what it means for his short-term 
future. 

Impact on his development? 

In a vacuum, the injury is one that, while devastating, might not have 
long-term ramifications. 

Mika Zibanejad, for one, sustained a broken fibula in 2016, returned eight 
weeks later and saw his game continue to evolve in an increasingly 
positive way. 

Both Keefe and Marlies head coach Greg Moore shot down the notion 
that the latest injury would have any serious impact on his development. 

“No, not at all,” Moore said when asked if he believes this injury will 
impact Robertson’s development. “You have athletes that shut it down 
and take injuries as time off, almost. He’s not that guy. He’s going to be 
fully engaged every day. He’s going to work any part of his body that’s 
still able to stay strong. And he’s going to keep working on his mindset 
and his game and study video.” 

The Leafs undoubtedly remain high on him as a player, in part because 
they have to be: He remains the only forward in the Leafs prospect pool 

who could challenge for an NHL roster spot next season, when the Leafs 
will still be in need of cheap depth to supplement their core. 

We obviously won’t know how Robertson emerges after the injury. 
Moore’s belief could be bang-on, and Robertson uses the time to better 
understand how to pick his spots on the ice and avoid the kind of injuries 
he’s been susceptible to. 

Maybe members of the development staff, including Darryl Belfry, can 
help Robertson unlock elements of his game that he’d previously been 
unable to with repeated video viewings. 

In that regard, perhaps there are elements of his recovery that the Leafs 
new development staff can learn from and replicate with future prospects. 

Or, perhaps all these takes are too optimistic, and the continued time 
missed over the last two years is insurmountable. 

Robertson’s teammates don’t share that sentiment. 

“He’ll be back better than he is right now,” said Marlies defenceman Filip 
Kral. “He’ll battle through and (recovering from an injury) is going to help 
him. He will be stronger for sure.” 

Injuries causing concern? 

It bears repeating: Robertson’s latest injury was unfortunate, and 
probably not something he could have prevented. One of Robertson’s 
best attributes as a player is his motor and his fearlessness. You’d want 
a player like him to challenge for pucks along the boards as he did before 
the injury was sustained. 

What we know about Robertson is that he’s driven both on and off the 
ice, and one focus of recent offseasons was building up his strength to 
endure the rigours of NHL play. 

But that drive has sometimes caused him to bite off more than he can 
chew. 

Take last season, when dealing with a torn adductor, Robertson admitted 
“It’s pretty clear that I’m the type of person that likes to get a lot of extra 
reps in on the ice early, getting my shots in. And honestly, even when I’m 
hurt, I still like to do it. And obviously, that didn’t help.” 

Months later, ahead of Maple Leafs development camp, Leafs senior 
director of player development Hayley Wickenheiser said of Robertson 
that “one of the secrets for him might be to dial it back at times a little bit 
and to just relax more into who he is as a person and as a player.” 

Yet afterwards, Robertson remained resolute. 

“I can’t tell you what a dialled-back Nick Robertson looks like,” he said. 

His drive is an essential part of his makeup. But that same drive has led 
to questions regarding how his injuries may impact his future. 

Some people I spoke to around the NHL about Robertson’s injuries 
believe his drive will help him see through another injury. 

Others were less convinced. 

“(Robertson) is not a lost cause, but I’m worried about (his injuries),” said 
one NHL scout. 

“He has never been able to go through an entire season healthy at any 
level,” said another scout. 

Both scouts also expressed concern not just over how Robertson would 
recover physically, but also concern regarding the mental toll that another 
injury due to bad luck would have. 

That’s an element of the injury Moore understands and hopes to address. 

“These are ultra-competitive people who just love doing what they’re 
doing and want to be busy,” said Moore. “And when you get sidelined, it’s 
hard psychologically. We’ll do a good job of engaging with him. And we 
have plenty of mentors and other players that have been through it to 
help them out as well.” 
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Ramifications for the Leafs and the Marlies this season? 

As much as Robertson’s focus coming into this season was developing 
with the Marlies, had he developed and produced it’s worth wondering if 
and when he would have been in contention for a call-up. The injury to 
Ilya Mikheyev already leaves the Leafs shorthanded on the left side. 

Robertson started both Marlies games this season on the left side of the 
team’s top line. 

But when looking at the Marlies left wing depth chart after Robertson, 
there’s a precipitous drop-off, to the point that it’s unlikely the Leafs 
would feel comfortable taking any of those left wingers and adding them 
to their lineup. 

It’s a different story on the right side, of course, with Joey Anderson 
capable of chipping in for the Leafs, or even Josh Ho-Sang, should his 
contract be converted to an NHL one. Kirill Semyonov is a centre, but 
he’s also an intriguing player to feature in a call-up role for the Leafs, if 
some line and positional juggling from Keefe would allow it. 

But none of these players pop with the same intensity and have the same 
long-term upside that Robertson does. And that makes another injury for 
Roberson that much more concerning for the entire organization, and 
brings with it questions that will linger for the next 10 weeks, and perhaps 
beyond. 
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Linus Ullmark is ready to take the ice for Bruins — in a very familiar 
setting 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated October 21, 2021, 6:25 p.m. 

 

“Been a long time since I did that,” said a smiling Ullmark. “It was fine.” 

After nine years in the Sabres organization, Ullmark for the first time will 
face his former team Friday at KeyBank Center, the place that was his 
home as recently as the spring. 

Wooed away by the Bruins with a four-year, $20 million free agent offer, 
Ullmark enthusiastically opted out of what has been the Sabres’ futile un-
merry-go-round over the last 10 years and joined a Bruins team that 
typically makes the playoffs and has played in three recent Stanley Cup 
Finals (2011, ‘13, and ‘19). 

“When Boston came knocking,” said Ullmark, ‘‘it felt like a good decision 
to go to a contender — and a great franchise, great team, great 
teammates all round. 

“So it’s been fun ever since I left — a little bittersweet, obviously. That’s 
how it’s going to be when you’ve been in a place that long.” 

Ullmark, 28, will be making his first regular-season appearance for the 
Bruins, following a tepid showing in the preseason that led Cassidy to 
choose rookie Jeremy Swayman to make the first two starts (1-1-0). 
Ullmark will have to be prepared to face what could be an emotional 
response by some of his longtime pals in those Sabres sweaters. 

Fellow Swede Rasmus Dahlin, while noting that he considers Ullmark a 
brother, also noted that he “loves” to score on him, in part because 
Ullmark loved to “talk a lot of [bleep]” during workouts. 

It’s quite possible the bleep will flow once the puck is dropped Friday. 

Globe Staff “If they start talking, I’ll keep talking to them, you know?” said 
the good-natured goaltender. “But I’ll try to keep it to myself. I don’t want 
to get too wound up. 

“It’s an important game. I’m coming back here for the first time, so I’m 
looking forward to that, and my goal tomorrow is to win — it’s always 
been like that.” 

Foligno sidelined 

Nick Foligno, who exited Wednesday night’s loss to the Flyers late in the 
second period with an undisclosed upper-body injury, did not practice 
here and likely will remain sidelined through at least Sunday’s Garden 
matinee against the Sharks. 

Second-line right winger Craig Smith, 0-0—0 and minus-2 through two 
games, also did not join the workout. Cassidy said Smith took a 
maintenance day and figures he’ll be able to resume his spot on the 
Taylor Hall-Charlie Coyle line vs. the Sabres. 

With Foligno a scratch, it likely means that left winger Anton Blidh will 
appear in his 39th NHL game. This is “Bleeder’s” seventh pro season, 
the vast majority of which he has spent at AHL Providence. The 26-year-
old Swede can be an agitator. The Bruins could have used his sandpaper 
vs. the Flyers. 

Blidh is pegged for fourth-line duty at left wing, possibly with Trent 
Frederic in the slot (his natural position) and Thomas Nosek, a lefty shot, 
popping out of pivot duty to man the right. 

But Cassidy made it clear he is considering a number of options with his 
bottom six. Another choice, though one he didn’t mention, could be to 
dress only 11 forwards and use John Moore or Jakub Zboril as a No. 7 
defenseman. 

One to put behind 

Swayman’s rough ride Wednesday was the poorest outing of his NHL 
career, with five goals allowed on the Flyers’ first 22 shots. 

The 22-year-old tender, noted Cassidy, came to work Thursday and his 
attitude “didn’t change a beat.” 

“He was out there working hard,” said Cassidy. “He went out early for 
warmups with ‘Goalie Bob’ [Essensa] with a smile on his face. 

“If he’s going to have any type of career in this league, he’s going to have 
games like that where pucks find their way through him. You hope they’re 
not that often, and then it’s how does he bounce back? 

“This was the first game of the 12 he’s played that you’d say he probably 
wasn’t at his best. Let’s see how he bounces back. Is it in his head, or 
does he just move on, put it behind him, and learn?” 

Ullmark was asked what words of wisdom he might have imparted to the 
young Swayman. 

“Sun will rise up tomorrow,” said the former Buffalo resident. “As it did, 
you know, one of the few times it actually did rise in Buffalo, so … it’s 
been nice. 

“He is a good kid who doesn’t really care about wins and losses. 
Obviously, we want to win every single game, but there’s 82 games in a 
season and you can’t dwell on the past. Learn from it, enjoy the present, 
and look forward to tomorrow.” 
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Bruins notebook: Linus Ullmark ready for his debut 
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Steve Conroy 

6-7 minutes 10/21/2021 

 

BUFFALO — Linus Ullmark‘s Bruins debut was going to be a notable 
event no matter where it happened, considering the club ponied up $20 
million over four years for his services. 

But the fact that it is happening here in Buffalo, where he was drafted by 
the Sabres in 2012 and has played since 2015, adds a little extra spice to 
an otherwise run-of-the-mill October hockey game. 

At the end of Thursday’s practice, Ullmark got the full returning-hero 
treatment as captain Patrice Bergeron called for him to lead the center 
stretch — a rare occurrence for a goalie that even coach Bruce Cassidy 
couldn’t remember witnessing before. 

And on Friday night, after what had to have seemed to him like an 
interminable break since his last appearance in the preseason finale on 
Oct. 6, we will finally get to see for real what the B’s bought into with 
Ullmark. 

“It was a little weird coming in, for sure, not getting in a car and driving to 
your home,” said Ullmark of his return to the city by the Erie Canal. “But 
instead I went down to the Westin and slept there for the night. But 
coming in this morning it felt familiar, obviously, after a lot of years here. 
But in a good way. I’m excited about (Friday).” 

Ullmark’s preseason was not the greatest. Rookie Jeremy Swayman 
earned the nod for opening night, then played well enough to get a 
second straight start in Philadelphia, which did not go nearly as well as 
the opener — or any of his other NHL starts for that matter. 

Now it’s Ullmark’s turn to show that the preseason games — he lost both 
his two full starts in overtime — were not the best he can give. 

He’s certainly had the practice. He will have gone 16 days without a 
game when the puck is dropped at KeyBank Center on Friday. 

“It’s getting better every day,” said Ullmark of his extended practice time 
and his on-ice communication with teammates. “It’s a work in progress. 
I’m one of the new guys for once and they’re taking good care of me. 
There’s a lot of conversation on and off the ice. That just makes it more 
automatic, instead of thinking about what I should do. It’s in the back of 
my brain all the time.” 

Ullmark said that he had a delayed emotional reaction when he decided 
to leave the only NHL franchise he’s known up until now. 

“I spent nine years in the organization. And it didn’t really hit me until 
afterwards when I actually made up my mind,” said Ullmark. “I made 
some phone calls to some of the (people) that are close to heart and 
really let them know what they meant to me and how they helped me 
through the years and I’m very thankful for their support. Once I started 
doing that, it actually hit me that I was about to leave. And there were 
some tearful goodbyes, but now when I see them up close again, they’re 
very cheerful for me.” 

While he’s yet to play a game for his new team, Ullmark feels like he 
made the right choice, and he’s been impressed by the B’s competitive 
culture. 

“It’s nothing that really surprised me,” said Ullmark. “It’s been a fun ride 
ever since I got there and I’m very impressed about how the guys go 
battle for each other every single day. It doesn’t matter if it’s a day-before 
practice or day of (a game), every day there’s a practice, everyone goes 
to town and really wants to get better. And I really admire that from all the 
boys. It’s not just one or two guys. It’s the whole team that wants to make 
a name for themselves and push each other to become better hockey 
players and better persons.” 

Foligno out for Friday, maybe longer 

Nick Foligno did not practice on Thursday and Cassidy ruled him out for 
Friday’s game against the 3-0 Sabres. The coach said he’ll be re-
evaluated when the team gets back to Boston but that he expects he’ll be 
out for Sunday’s matinee as well. 

With Foligno out, Cassidy said Tomas Nosek will most likely move over 
to the right side with Trent Frederic moving to center and left wing Anton 
Blidh drawing into the lineup. He has the choice of moving Nosek or 
Karson Kuhlman up from the fourth line to play on the third line, but said 
he really liked Kuhlman’s game on Wednesday beyond the fact that he 
scored a goal. 

Cassidy said that he’s had discussions with GM Don Sweeney about 
possibly pulling someone from the Providence roster — the P-Bruins are 
close by in Utica on Friday — but as of now the plan is to go with the 
players they have on the roster. 

Craig Smith was given a maintenance day as he deals with something 
“minor,” said Cassidy, adding that he expects the right wing will be in the 
lineup on Friday. 

Swayman endured a night in Philadelphia like he had not seen in his brief 
NHL tenure, allowing five goals on 24 shots. He could have had a few of 
the ones that got by him. But Cassidy said the rookie seemed to be 
handling it with his usually aplomb on the day after the drubbing. 

“Didn’t change a beat. He was out there working hard. He was out there 
getting his warmups with (goalie coach Bob Essensa), ready to go early, 
smile on his face. It was good to see. He’s not going to get too high or 
low. That’s important with that position,” said Cassidy. 

“If he’s going to have any type of career in this league, he’s going to have 
games like that, when pucks just find a way through him. You hope 
they’re not that often. How does he bounce back from them, which will be 
the next test for him. We’ve talked about this, adversity, kind of the first 
game where he could probably say he wasn’t at his best of the 12 he’s 
played. We’ll see how he bounces back from it. Is it in his head or does 
he just put it behind him, learn and be better the next time? We’ll see.” 

Ullmark’s advice to the youngster? 

“The sun will rise up tomorrow. As it did. One of thew few times it actually 
did rise in Buffalo,” joked Ullmark. “He’s a good kid that doesn’t really 
care about win or losses. Obviously, we want to win every single game, 
but there’s 82 games in the season and we can’t go dwell on the past. 
Learn from it, enjoy the present and look forward to tomorrow.” 
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Bruins-Flyers takeaways: Swayman struggles, McAvoy-Grzelcyk duo 
shines 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins finally played their second game of the 2021-22 NHL 
season on Wednesday night, and it was a pretty entertaining one for 
those watching. 

Typically, scoring three goals is enough to win, especially for a Bruins 
team that prides itself on strong defensive play. But shaky goaltending 
from Jeremy Swayman and a couple bad defensive breakdowns cost the 
Bruins in a 6-3 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Here are three takeaways from the B's first loss of the season. 

1) Yes... Jeremy Swayman is human 
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Expectations are high for Swayman in 2021-22, and rightly so, after his 
excellent performance last season. But it was always crazy to expect him 
to be a top-tier goalie right away. There will be growing pains and 
lackluster outings for the 23-year-old rookie, and Wednesday's loss is an 
example. 

Swayman didn't show the same poise and composure in net that he 
displayed in the season opener last Saturday. He allowed five goals on 
just 24 shots. It's the first time in 12 career NHL appearances he's given 
up more than three goals. 

One goal Swayman should have prevented was Scott Laughton's tally 
early in the second period. Instead of corralling James van Riemsdyk's 
tough-angle shot or kicking the rebound into a safer area, Swayman sent 
it right up the slot, where Laughton beat Jake DeBrusk to the puck and 
capitalized on the scoring chance. 

"He's not gonna be perfect every night," Cassidy said of Swayman in his 
postgame press conference. "Clearly, he wasn't tonight. Not his best. We 
needed some saves there when we broke down. That's it. Just didn't give 
us when we needed them. Our breakdowns were bad in front of him. 
Wasn't a lot of quantity, but high quality." 

2) Let's not see the Forbort-McAvoy pairing again 

Putting free-agent acquisition Derek Forbort on the first pairing with 
Charlie McAvoy was never a good idea. Forbort is not the type of player 
to maximize McAvoy's brilliant offensive talent. 

McAvoy has much stronger chemistry with his old Boston University 
teammate, Matt Grzelcyk, and the Bruins play better as a team when 
these two are paired. Both were painfully obvious Wednesday night, and 
that's probably why B's head coach Bruce Cassidy made the switch back 
to the Grzelcyk-McAvoy pairing early in the game. 

The Bruins tilted the ice in their favor in a huge way when this pairing 
was on the ice. Boston tallied a 22-12 edge in shot attempts, an 11-3 
lead in shots on net, a 15-5 advantage in scoring chances and outscored 
the Flyers 2-0 during the 16:31 of 5-on-5 ice time McAvoy and Grzelcyk 
spent together.  

McAvoy's pass that led to Taylor Hall's goal in the second period was a 
thing of beauty: 

The Grzelcyk-McAvoy pairing was one of the league's best last season. 
Forbort provides more shot blocking and physicality than Grzelcyk, but 
the former BU star is a much better skater, a far superior playmaker and 
starts the rush up ice more efficiently.  

Forbort, in an ideal world, is a strong penalty killer and a solid third-
pairing defenseman. Putting him on the top pairing alongside one of the 
top-five defensemen in the game is not wise. 

3) Brad Marchand's hot start continues 

After scoring twice in the season-opening win over the Dallas Stars, 
Marchand found the back of the net a third time Wednesday night with a 
late second-period tally to tie the score at three. 

Marchand has never scored 40 goals in a season, although he came 
close with 37 in 2015-16 and 39 in 2016-17. He's scored 30-plus goals 
four times overall. It's obviously super early in the season with just two 
games played, but if Marchand stays healthy, there's a good chance he'll 
get to the 40-goal mark for the first time. 

There will be plenty of opportunities for him. Not only is Marchand an 
elite offensive player, he will get plenty of power-play ice time and his 
linemates -- Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak -- are two of the best 
players in the world. 
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BHN Puck Links: Dahlin Talks Trash On Ullmark, Foligno Out Friday 

 

Published 11 hours ago on October 21, 2021  

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins got their first dose of bad news on the injury front on 
Thursday. 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy was not happy with his team’s 
performance in a 6-3 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday. 

Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin is already talking trash 
ahead of the Bruins tilt with their Atlantic Division rivals in Buffalo on 
Friday. 

That and more in the latest Boston Hockey Now Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

According to Bruce Cassidy, the Boston Bruins played a ‘losing’ brand of 
hockey Wednesday night in Philly. (BHN) 

The Boston Bruins will have to try and play winning hockey without 
winger Nick Foligno on Friday against the Sabres in Buffalo and quite 
possibly Sunday against the San Jose Sharks as well. (BHN) 

A pair of Hockey East alums and rivals helped lead the Flyer to the win 
over the Boston Bruins Wednesday. (BHN) 

According to Buffalo Sabres star defenseman Rasmus Dahlin, new 
Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark ‘talks a lot of s!?t’ and he’s looking 
forward to lighting up his former teammate Friday.  

National Hockey Now 

The New York Islanders finally got their captain Anders Lee back but now 
they could be missing another key veteran and leader against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. (NYI Hockey Now) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins had to put two key players on COVID Protocol 
Thursday and also found out they will remain without their captain Sidney 
Crosby until at least after this Saturday. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

The Washington Capitals have been the beneficiaries of some vintage 
‘Kuzzy’ early on in the season. (Washington Hockey Now) 

The Florida Panthers will host a Colorado Avalanche team that gets its 
captain back Thursday. (Florida Hockey Now) 

Detroit Red Wings rookie defenseman Mortiz Seider has been a minutes-
eater thus far for head coach Jeff Blasshill. (Detroit Hockey Now) 

Vegas Golden Knights head coach Pete DeBoer believes that as long as 
the Knights score three goals a game, they can win every game. (Vegas 
Hockey Now) 

The much-anticipated return of Jesperi Kotkaniemi takes place Thursday 
when the Montreal Canadiens host the Carolina Hurricanes and one of 
our new guys in the 514 says it’s another reminder of why the Habs enter 
the game winless in four games. (Montreal Hockey Now) 
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Foligno Out For Bruins vs. Sabres And Doubtful vs. Sharks (Sunday) 
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Published 13 hours ago on October 21, 2021  

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Boston Bruins winger Nick Foligno will not play against the Buffalo 
Sabres on Friday night in Buffalo and is doubtful for his team’s tilt against 
the San Jose Sharks on Sunday afternoon in Boston. 

Foligno suffered an upper-body injury in the second period of the 6-3 loss 
to the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday night. 

“Upper body. He just pulled something,” Boston Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy said following the loss. “Hopefully nothing serious, but wasn’t 
able to return. That’s never a good sign, so we’ll see how he is 
tomorrow.” 

Unfortunately, according to Cassidy on Thursday, the injury was serious 
enough to already rule him out for Friday and likely Sunday too. 

“He’s out [Friday] and when we get back to Boston, he’ll get reevaluated,” 
Cassidy said after practice Thursday. “So, we’ll put him as day-to-day 
right now until we get an update. …Saturday, I guess we’ll see, so we’ll 
know by Sunday but I suspect, he’ll miss Sunday as well, but we know 
for sure, he’s out tomorrow.” 

The 33-year-old veteran winger signed a two-year contract that carries a 
$3.8 million cap hit this past offseason. In two games this season, 
Foligno has one assist. The former Columbus Blue Jackets captain has 
fit into the Bruins’ tight-knit dressing room and veteran leadership core 
nicely and was starting to find chemistry with winger Jake DeBrusk and 
center Erik Haula on the third line for the Boston Bruins. 

“I’m actually excited about that. It’s a clean slate in a lot of ways,” Foligno 
said, prior to the start of the season after joining the Bruins where he’s 
done a nice job showing some veteran guidance to linemate Jake 
DeBrusk. “I know what I bring and what I can help with on this team but 
at the end of the day, it’s where I’m fitting. I’ve learned that as I’ve gone 
on. 

“If we’re gonna try to be as good a team as we expect to be then 
everyone is gonna slot in and find their role, and the teams that find it 
early enough usually have that success sustained all year long. I’m 
another cog in the wheel of trying to find that. I’m excited about finding 
my place on this team and where I’m gonna fit best.” 

This is the Bruins’ first game against the Sabres this season and despite 
the fact the Sabres carry a surprising 3-0-0 record into the Atlantic 
Division tilt, as of Thursday afternoon, the 1-1-0 Bruins  -195 favorites on 
the NHL betting odds lines. 
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Cassidy: Boston Bruins Play "Losing Hockey" Against Flyers 

 

Published 18 hours ago on October 21, 2021  

By Joe Haggerty 

 

Perhaps it shouldn’t be all that surprising to see the Boston Bruins look 
sloppy and out-of-sync in giving up six goals after playing just two hockey 
games in the last 13 days due to a very unorthodox NHL schedule. 

Maybe it’s just a simple, inexplicable NHL scheduling quirk or perhaps 
the Bruins were once due to play in European games overseas that 
ended up being scrapped due to COVID-19. 

But whatever the reason, there was no denying the piles of rust on 
Boston’s game in their 6-3 loss to the Flyers at the Wells Fargo Center 
on Wednesday night. The defense was out of position and made poor 
choices both with and without the puck, new guys like Derek Forbort and 
Mike Reilly struggled and No. 2 center Charlie Coyle wasn’t very effective 
at his new spot either. 

It all amounted to the new-look Boston Bruins showing that they still have 
a lot of work to do, and they truly haven’t had enough game action to 
begin sorting things out. 

Unfortunately, the insurance policy behind all the B’s mistakes, rookie 
goalie Jeremy Swayman, experienced an off night as well giving up five 
goals on 24 shots in his worst performance as a pro hockey player. 

Put it all together and it was a sloppy early season Boston Bruins game 
where there is clearly plenty of work to be done. The B’s coaching staff 
should have plenty of video evidence to call upon while ironing out the 
wrinkles. 

As is usually the case, Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy was 
both blunt and accurate in his assessment of his scattershot B’s team 
after it was all over. 

“Our breakdowns were bad in front of [the net],” said Cassidy. “Not a lot 
of quantity, but high quality. Just mistakes from the back end. It’s losing 
hockey is what it is. It’s how you lose games. You do dumb things and 
teams come back at you, and they finish. That’s what happened. 

“Reilly and Carlo have played a lot together and I think they’ve had better 
nights. Gryz and Charlie, I thought, were our most effective pair. Part of 
the thinking throughout the year is how is the matchup for Gryz. Is it a 
big-bodied line? Konecny and Giroux aren’t big guys. Forbort and Clifton 
have played together at times. We have done that at times, and we will 
continue to do that at times. The other pair, we expect better out of them. 
Those guys have been in the league, and I didn’t think it was their best 
either.” 

Unfortunately for the Bruins, Swayman wasn’t any better than the 
mistake-prone defense in front of him. The 22-year-old was aggressively 
out of position on a couple of plays where simple Flyers follow-ups led to 
some pretty easy goals against and Travis Konecny was able to beat 
Swayman cleanly to his glove hand for Philly’s insurance strike. 

There were rebounds too for a young goaltender that usually doesn’t give 
those up. 

“He’s not going to be perfect every night and clearly he wasn’t tonight. It 
was not his best,” admitted Cassidy. “We needed some saves there 
when we broke down. That’s it. He just didn’t give them to us when we 
needed them.” 

The confident Swayman was taking full accountability for it all afterward 
while smartly avoiding any critical words for the defensive hijinks 
happening in front of him. 

“Obviously, I’m accountable for what happened,” said Swayman, who 
now has a 3.05 goals against average and an .885 save percentage in 
the first two games of the season. “I thought the team played great, great 
comeback in the second. I just want to do my job better, give them a 
better chance to win.” 

The bottom line for the Bruins: It’s difficult to gauge exactly who and what 
they are given that they’ve played just two games in the last two weeks 
due to the schedule. 

They will play five games in nine days beginning with Friday night’s game 
against the Buffalo Sabres, however, and Linus Ullmark gets his first 
chance against his old Sabres hockey club to turn this into a legitimate 
goaltending competition for the Boston Bruins. 

But Wednesday night’s lackadaisical, disorganized loss to the Flyers 
pretty clearly illustrates that the Boston Bruins have a lot of work to do in 
order to straighten things out. 
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Auston Matthews, a bunch of Kings and ‘Big Boy McAvoy’: The making 
of the dominant 1997-born Junior Bruins 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

16-20 minutes 10/21/2021 

 

Paul Marino Jr. had a favor to ask. Chris Masters granted it. Masters, the 
coach of the 1997-born Boston Junior Bruins tournament team, handed 
over the dressing room before his team’s game against Regional Gold 
Express. The father of John Marino did not hold back. 

Marino Jr. screamed at the peewees to work hard. He yelled at them to 
play for each other. By the end, he had lost his voice. 

Masters cannot say for certain if that Prospects Tournament game was in 
2007 or 2008. He doesn’t recall whether Connor McDavid played for the 
opposing team. The final score escapes his memory. 

Thirteen or 14 years later, other things remain as clear as ice to Masters. 
The game was at the Maple Leafs’ former practice facility in Etobicoke, 
Ontario. They played on the rink just to the right as you entered the 
building. The door to the Junior Bruins’ dressing room was left slightly 
open during the pregame, enough for Masters to hear Marino’s bellows. 

That day, the Junior Bruins would lose by two goals, either 4-2 or 3-1. It 
was the first time they had lost in four years. By Masters’ recollection, 
they had previously been 53-0-2. 

The winning streak was over, and Marino Jr.’s first pregame speech 
would be his last. But the memories of one of the most dominant, star-
packed youth teams ever assembled live on. 

Many of the names of the 1997-born boys who played for the Junior 
Bruins spring and summer tournament teams are out of a current NHL 
All-Star lineup: Marino, Mathew Barzal, Noah Hanifin, Clayton Keller, 
Mitch Marner, Auston Matthews, Charlie McAvoy, Matthew Tkachuk, 
Colin White. 

As mites, squirts, peewees and bantams — the levels at which most of 
these future NHL stars barnstormed for the Junior Bruins — they 
represented the peak of the 1997 class. Even as 8-year-olds, they 
showed elite skill and athleticism and exquisite hockey sense. 

“As mites, you just lug the puck, take it and go. There’s not a lot of 
passing. It’s just the nature of being a mite,” Masters says. “But this 
group would get it, give it, move and get open. They’d go low-to-high and 
D-to-D, which sometimes you may not see until kids are second-year 
squirts and you can teach them that.” 

They were members of a generational class. The best was McDavid, the 
singular No. 97 of ’97. Others followed. 

For proof, Scott Fitzgerald, the Boston Bruins chief college scout, points 
to the Americans born that year who ended up in the National Team 
Development Program, which annually plucks the country’s prodigies. 
Some of the 1997-born NTDP alums are NHL regulars: Hanifin, 
Matthews, McAvoy, Tkachuk, White, Christian Fischer, Luke Kunin, Jack 
Roslovic, Troy Terry, Tage Thompson, Zach Werenski. 

Scouts, like vintners, know which birth years are special. The 1997 fruit 
grew into a vintage. 

“It’s a whole different level,” Fitzgerald says. “That’s the best group I’ve 
ever seen at the National Development team. You’d be hard-pressed to 
say there was a better age group than that group.” 

In-season as schoolboys, Hanifin (Norwood, Mass.) and White (Hanover, 
Mass.) played for the South Shore Kings. At various times during their 
youth hockey careers, so did Marino (Easton, Mass.), Lincoln Griffin 
(Walpole, Mass.), Pat Shea (Marshfield, Mass.) and Luke Stevens 
(Duxbury, Mass.), who would play collegiately at, respectively, Harvard, 
Northeastern, Maine and Yale. Pat’s father, Neil, currently a Colorado 
Avalanche amateur scout, coached the 1997 Kings. 

It didn’t take long for Masters, also the program director for the Junior 
Bruins, to discover this cluster of South Shore talent. He wanted them for 
his Junior Bruins’ tournament rosters. 

Every spring and summer, Masters invited top local players to participate 
in events such as the OTTF and Prospects Tournaments in Toronto, the 
Repentigny Tournament in Montreal and the Icebreaker Tournament in 
Marlborough, Mass. These drew other top American and Canadian 
programs: Connecticut Junior Rangers, Little Caesars, Chicago Mission, 
Minnesota Blades, Montreal Ice Storm, Regional Gold Express, Toronto 
Bulldogs, Toronto Pro Hockey. The tournaments were opportunities for 
North America’s top players to compete with and against their top-flight 
peers. 

For some players, it wasn’t an airtight decision. White was a three-sport 
athlete, busy with football and baseball when he wasn’t playing hockey at 
the Foxboro Sports Center, the Kings’ home base. Families were 
occupied in the offseasons with other sports, siblings’ commitments and 
vacations. Burnout was a concern. 

“It would just be those three or four tournaments throughout the summer. 
We wouldn’t do anything else,” says former UMass Lowell defenseman 
Garrett Burke, father of Cal Burke, a Notre Dame graduate who is 
currently in the Colorado Avalanche system. “We wouldn’t go to any 
camps. We wouldn’t do anything. Because I always thought it was super 
valuable for your mind to get away from the game. You get refreshed 
each year. If the kids grind through the whole summer all the time, it just 
gets to be monotony, because it becomes more about the parents.” 

For other players, acceptance came easily. Marino was a rink rat. His 
dad was, to put it kindly, a committed hockey father. 

When and John and twin brother Paul were 4 years old, the family took a 
trip to Disney World. As the family sat poolside at Disney, John 
complained there was no rink. The Marinos cut their vacation short and 
returned home. 

One year, by Marino Jr.’s count, John played in 84 games in April, May 
and June following the Kings’ winter season. Perhaps it was that year 
when one of Marino Jr.’s acquaintances invited John to play up with his 
1996-born Montreal team on the same weekend the 1997 Junior Bruins 
were participating in the tournament. 

Marino Jr. was delighted. His son would play four games each Friday and 
Saturday, not just two for the Junior Bruins. 

John was midway through a Saturday game with the 1996s. It wasn’t 
looking good for Montreal. So his dad pulled him off the ice after the 
second period. He hustled John over to his 1997 Junior Bruins, who were 
about to start a game. 

Masters had been unaware of John’s participation with the Montreal 
team. As the Marinos approached, Masters saw what was happening 
and stopped them short. He was furious. 

Because of his dad’s actions, Masters declared, John would not play for 
the Junior Bruins that day. John was crushed he could not play with his 
friends. 

“How the fuck can you play your kid in four games a day?” Marino Jr. 
recalls Masters yelling at him. 

“I don’t know,” Marino Jr. answered. “He’s in good shape?” 
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Marino Jr. apologized. He asked Masters for forgiveness and begged him 
to let his son play in the championship game on Sunday. Masters said 
yes. The Junior Bruins won. 

The South Shore boys were the base of the Junior Bruins. Masters didn’t 
have trouble convincing other Massachusetts players to join the fun. 

Burke (Boxborough, Mass.) played for the Minuteman Flames. The 
Flames, like the Junior Bruins, used Marlborough’s New England Sports 
Center as their home rink. Burke caught Masters’ eye. So did Casey 
Fitzgerald (North Reading, Mass.), who played for the Islanders and 
Junior Warriors. 

The Junior Bruins did not limit themselves to Massachusetts players. 
Word was out that two mites for the Long Island Gulls stood out above 
the rest. McAvoy (Long Beach, N.Y.) and Jeremy Bracco (Freeport, N.Y.) 
came on board. 

Bracco became one of the Junior Bruins’ standouts. McAvoy was good 
but not one of the best. 

“The thing that Charlie fought early was that he was a little heavy. We 
used to call him ‘Big Boy McAvoy,’” Masters says. “I remember talking to 
his dad one time. I said, ‘Hey listen, he’s young. This is all baby fat. But if 
he trims down, his feet, which are good, will be that much better. Those 
first couple steps are holding him back now.’ He was always a good 
player on a great team. The kid always had a smile on his face.” 

Matthews, playing for the Western Selects, was in a similar category. The 
Arizona boy was good — good enough to score invitations from the 
Junior Bruins and good enough to hold his own among the East Coast 
kids. But Masters did not see a future No. 1 NHL pick. 

“On our summer team, he was the fifth- or sixth-best kid,” Masters says. 
“Which isn’t to denigrate him. But it’s interesting. He’s now an NHL 
superstar, one of the best players in the world.” 

There was no such question about McDavid. He was a prodigy every 
time Masters saw him in tournament action. Masters once emailed Brian 
McDavid, No. 97’s father, to invite his son to play for the Junior Bruins. 
The father politely passed. 

“He was just so dominant,” Masters says. “He was such a good skater. 
Some things I look for is, ‘What’s their skating like? What are their 
hockey smarts like?’ Sometimes you don’t know that until you coach a 
player or see him for 15 or 20 games. Connor McDavid was so good with 
the puck. He was so fast. His acceleration was so much better than 
everyone’s.” 

The truth of it was that Masters didn’t really need McDavid. By the time 
the 1997 Junior Bruins were squirts, another cluster of players had 
completed the roster: the boys from St. Louis. 

When Casey Fitzgerald was a mite, father Tom was approaching the end 
of his 1,097-game NHL career. Keith Tkachuk, Tom’s cousin, was 
playing in St. Louis, where the Melrose, Mass., native had settled his 
family. 

Matthew, Tkachuk’s oldest son, was starring for the Junior Blues. The St. 
Louis program was becoming a powerhouse. They could hang with more 
established teams like the South Shore Kings. 

Once, when the Kings were visiting the Blues, the on-ice temperature 
spiked. The parents got into it too. Mark Kunin, Luke’s father, exchanged 
words with one in particular: Marino Jr. 

“We started MF’ing each other,” Kunin admits. 

Kunin and Marino Jr. would soon be cheering for the same team. As one 
of the 1997 Junior Blues’ coaches, Keith Tkachuk knew the boys well. He 
also knew his nephew Casey was playing for a top-end tournament team 
that always welcomed good players. 

For the Tkachuks, who spent part of their summers in Cape Cod, 
committing Matthew to the Junior Bruins was a slam dunk. Keith Tkachuk 
recommended others too. 

So upon Tkachuk’s counsel, Masters invited some of the top Junior Blues 
to head east. Kunin, Michael Davies and Jake Henderson joined Matthew 
Tkachuk. So did 1998-born Clayton Keller, good enough to play up with 
and against boys a year older. At any given time, the Junior Bruins were 
exiting the bench through doors opened by big-time ex-NHLers. 

“It doesn’t hurt when Keith Tkachuk, Tom Fitzgerald and Kevin Stevens 
are coaching your team. That’s appealing to parents,” says Scott 
Fitzgerald, Tom’s brother and Casey’s uncle. “The kids, 11 and 12, they 
probably don’t know who they were. But the parents knew.” 

The games would get out of hand. Still, the Junior Bruins needed goalies. 
At times, they called upon Luke Opilka, who played for the Junior Blues. 
Opilka knew firsthand how good the Junior Bruins were. When he played 
for the US Selects, Opilka had been ripped apart by boys he knew well. 

“I just remember they had four lines,” Opilka says. “There was never 
really a break in the onslaught. I remember specifically my friends from 
St. Louis — Kunin, Jake Henderson, Michael Davies, Tkachuk — they all 
scored that game. So I got scored on by all the St. Louis kids.” 

The out-of-towners had other choices. Chicago Mission, for one, was a 
closer and more familiar landing spot for the St. Louis players. But the 
Junior Bruins were winning. Good players wanted to play with good 
players. 

Hanifin, incredibly fast and strong for his age, controlled games. White 
played with pace and skill. Bracco was an electrifying forward. Tkachuk 
was already agitating. 

“They were always going to be in the NHL. There really wasn’t going to 
be a doubt. Even then,” Opilka says of some of his Junior Bruins 
teammates. “It was eventually going to happen. It didn’t matter how long. 
It was going to happen. You knew they were going to end up there.” 

When the Junior Bruins were really rocking and rolling, Marner accepted 
an invitation to play. So did Barzal. There was even one tournament 
when the Junior Bruins, loaded on defense, didn’t have enough room to 
bring McAvoy. 

“They didn’t mind passing the puck around three or four times to get the 
fanciest goal they could probably get,” Garrett Burke says. “It was just 
unique. They loved hanging out with each other too. I think the knee 
hockey games in the hallways of the hotels, where they’d get yelled at, 
were more intense than some of the games we played against some of 
the other teams.” 

The Marinos were somewhere in New York. They were returning from a 
tournament in Toronto. 

At around 3 a.m., a deer darted in front of their Honda Pilot. It smashed 
into the windshield. The impact woke up John, who was sitting in the 
passenger seat. Smoke curled out from under the hood. After some 
consideration, Marino Jr. decided to keep going. Somehow, the battered 
Pilot made it back to Massachusetts. 

“So I drove to the auto body guy near my house,” Marino Jr. recalls. “He 
says, ‘Good thing you got here. You can’t drive this car.’” 

The Pilot, which Marino Jr. pushed past 200,000 miles, survived more 
tournament travel. This time, somewhere in Canada, the Marinos, with 
Luke Stevens in tow, were on their way to McDonald’s after a game. 
Marino Jr. approached a puddle and blasted through at 50 mph. The 
puddle was deeper than he thought. The car stalled out. 

“It was such a good experience,” Marino Jr. says of the family’s 
tournament adventures. “We looked forward to it. I think we had 13 
tournaments in one summer, most of them in Toronto. One summer, we 
went back and forth to Toronto six times. We’d leave Thursday and come 
back Sunday night at two in the morning, three in the morning. That tired 
me out.” 

It was one thing for families like the Marinos to drive to and from 
tournaments. It was another for Opilka to fly from St. Louis to Toronto to 
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stand practically unoccupied in the crease while his teammates shredded 
the other net. 

“It was a pretty boring tournament for a goalie,” Opilka says. “I didn’t 
have much action.” 

Before one tournament in Toronto, some of the parents took the players 
go-karting. The next day, their arms still aching from driving, the Junior 
Bruins played a more competitive game than Masters would have 
preferred. More than a decade later, the fun the boys had on go-karts 
resonates more than the on-ice results. 

“I made so many friends from those tournaments,” White says. “To this 
date, some of those guys are my best friends, whether it was on my team 
growing up all winter or in the summer too. A lot of us have kept in close 
touch. It’s amazing to see how far these guys have come. On the other 
side of it, it’s the sacrifice my family made and everyone’s family made 
for us to come together in the summer and play tournaments together.” 

By the time they were bantams, the 1997 Junior Bruins drifted apart, 
pulled by greater demands from school and club teams. Some of the 
relationships never wavered. 

Mark and Chris White, Colin’s parents, still talk to Mark Kunin. When 
McAvoy and the Boston Bruins were in South Bend for the 2019 Winter 
Classic at Notre Dame, Garrett Burke caught up with Charlie McAvoy Sr. 
and wife Jennifer. Colin White, Noah Hanifin and John Marino are still 
fast friends. 

“My brother and I played for Matignon,” Masters says. “We played at the 
old Boston Garden in high school championships. My brother (Peter) won 
a junior national championship in the USHL. We played in Beanpots. But 
my dad would say without a doubt, his favorite time watching us play was 
mites until about 13 years old. There’s no pressure. It’s just fun. It’s fun.” 

Mark Kunin turns on the TV to follow Luke play for Nashville now. But it’s 
different from when he watched Luke and older brother Nick, who also 
played for the Junior Blues.  

“I miss it so much,” Kunin admits. 

There are days in the summer now when Kunin gets together with a 
neighbor, who has a younger hockey-playing son. When the boy goes for 
skills sessions, Kunin tags along to chat with his neighbor. It brings back 
memories of when his sons were boys, the rink was home and the frenzy 
of life made everything worth it. 
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The Athletic / Re-drafting the NHL class of 2018: With Andrei Svechnikov 
at elite level, how far would Rasmus Dahlin fall? 

 

By Corey Pronman  

Oct 21, 2021  

  

There are a number of big names for the 2018 NHL Draft and they’ve 
had three years to make an impression. So now I take a look at how this 
class has changed with a new ranking of how I would order the players if 
drafting them today. 

Evaluations are based on prior seasons, so any new information from 
NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other leagues 
has not been incorporated. 

For re-entry prospects, they are eligible to be ranked in the year they are 
drafted, not previous years. 

Svechnikov is one of the best young players in the NHL, continuing his 
upward trajectory with high-level performances since he was a teenager. 
He has all the assets you want in a top forward. He’s a big, fast, 
competitive winger with tremendous skill who can make and finish plays. 
He has the potential to be one of the rare wingers a team can build 
around. 

Dahlin was rightfully seen as the clear No. 1 going into his draft. He 
hasn’t run away with the top position in the three years since the draft, 
but it’s hard to ignore a defenseman with his elite skill level who has size 
and can skate well. He’s not the best defender but still realistically 
projects to be an impact player. 

Hughes advanced into a top young player in the league since this draft. 
He struggled defensively last season and, with his 5-foot-10, 180-pound 
frame, he’s never expected to excel in that area. But like Dahlin, the 
offense is projected to be so elite that you expect he will be a long-term 
impact player. 

Tkachuk hasn’t had a huge offensive season in the NHL yet, but I think 
it’s on the way and there’s no doubt he’s shown he can be a unique and 
highly valuable player in the league. He’s a true physical force around the 
net with very good hands and hockey sense to create offense — even if 
he’ll never be the fastest skater. 

Farabee was not a top-10 pick, but if you re-did the 2018 draft he is a 
very real candidate to go inside the top five. Despite not being the fastest 
player, which was the main knock on him in his draft season, he has a lot 
of offensive playmaking ability to go with his very high compete level. 
You could argue he’s shown more offensive touch than even some of his 
biggest backers in the scouting community thought he had in 2018. That 
combination allowed him to find a lot of early success in the NHL and 
gives you confidence he can be a true top-line winger in the league. 

People will likely look at this grouping and rightfully think there is a lot of 
projection among these players and not much proven NHL production. Ty 
Smith was excellent as a rookie and Kotkaniemi has three NHL seasons, 
but for players like Marchenko and Denisenko, it’s more looking at the 
skating, skill and scoring combination and projecting what that could be 
in the league. 

You also have two defensemen picked in the 20s in Sandin and 
Lundkvist who aren’t the biggest or fastest players but have shown, as 
pros, they have excellent offensive hockey sense and can defend well 
enough. Addison, who was a second-round pick, is another small 
defenseman who has continued to impress, particularly during his rookie 
pro season. 

Boqvist and Bouchard were both top-10 picks who have been good but 
not amazing as pros. Both are great offensive players but the questions 
on both will be pace and defense in the NHL. 

I could buy Miller and Dobson moving to a higher group soon. 
Sharangovich looks early on to be one of the very best picks of the 2018 
draft, with a significant improvement in his skating ability to go with his 
size and some offensive scoring touch. He along with Ranta, Jenik, Hofer 
and Dostal are players picked in the third round or later who have risen 
since the draft. 

Noel, Lauko, McLeod and Samuelsson have the toolkits to potentially 
pop as pros and elevate to higher tiers. Noel has the most talent of them 
all but in his career has been by far the most inconsistent. 

Kurashev, Damiani, Leonard, Pettersen, Koepke and Fix-Wolansky are 
later picks who have emerged as potential NHL candidates. Kurashev is 
already in the league, showing a great combination of skill and hockey 
sense but a lack quickness. Leonard and Damiani are of a similar profile. 
Pettersen and Fix-Wolansky are skill and speed players who lack size 
whereas Koepke is a big winger with great speed but he isn’t an overly 
gifted offensive type. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' misery extends with loss to Kotkaniemi, 
Hurricanes 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 21, 2021, 11:52 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- For just the second time in their history, the Montreal 
Canadiens have started their season without a point through five games. 

They’re on the verge of breaking a record that certainly won’t go up next 
to the various plaques in their dressing room by becoming the first team 
in NHL history to follow an appearance in the Stanley Cup Final with a 
six-game losing streak to start the season. 

How have the Canadiens found themselves on this precipice? 

Much of the damage was self-inflicted through the first four losses, and 
everything else went against them. 

Everything that was left to go followed in this fifth one -- a 4-1 win for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who were all smiles after extending their own record 
to 3-0. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s smile was quite wide as he entered the press room 
to talk about scoring his first goal of the season against the team that 
drafted him third overall in 2018. He was booed mercilessly in his first 
return to the Bell Centre since signing a $6.1-million offer sheet to play in 
Carolina, but he fought through it and parked himself in front of the 
Canadiens net to tip the puck in and put the game out of reach at 9:23 of 
the third period. 

“I think it was a little funny,” the Finn said about the attention he received. 
“I think I laughed a little bit when I stepped on the ice.” 

He unquestionably laughed plenty as he stepped off of it. 

Sebastian Aho, who signed a five-year, $42.27-million offer sheet with 
the Canadiens that the Hurricanes ended up matching in 2019, scored 
two goals and bristled at the suggestion afterwards that he also burned 
his old team on this night. 

Still, he smiled and said, “Yeah, I felt good.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, who scored the winning goal with a simple fake and a 
shot into the roof of Jake Allen’s net 2:12 into the second period, said of 
the Canadiens, “Those guys played hard.” 

He was right. 

The Canadiens may have embarrassed themselves in a lacklustre 5-0 
loss to the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday, but they bounced back with a 
strong effort and probably deserved better against the Hurricanes on 
Thursday. 

They made far fewer mistakes but seemingly got burned on all of them. 
They generated several scoring chances -- a goal from Brendan 
Gallagher on the power play got called back on a challenge for 
goaltender interference and it easily could’ve counted; breakaways for 
Josh Anderson and Jonathan Drouin that ended with Frederik Andersen 
making incredible saves; a Christian Dvorak shot that appeared destined 
for the back of the net ended up striking the post; several goal-mouth 
scrambles that ended with the puck just staying out instead of crossing 
the line. 

The Canadiens got unlucky, and they had nothing to smile about after the 
game. 

“At the end of the day a loss is a loss,” said Tyler Toffoli, who scored his 
first of the season and busted a 0-for-17 streak for his team on the power 
play. “Trying really hard and almost doing it doesn’t really cut it.” 

Getting caught somewhere in between trying hard and trying too hard is 
a big part of how the Canadiens ended up on the losing end once again. 

“I’d rather have a little bit too much urgency and work with those things 
and manage them properly than having to push for urgency,” said coach 
Dominique Ducharme about his team's performance, and we’d agree 
with him on that. 

But frustration is mounting for him and all of the Canadiens, and the 
wrong side of history is beckoning. 

It’s against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday that the Canadiens will try 
to avoid their worst start to a season ever and also try to avoid becoming 
the first Stanley Cup finalist to go 0-6 just months later. They’ll have to 
find some positives to latch onto, like these ones Nick Suzuki offered 
after Thursday’s demoralizing loss: 

“I thought five-on-five we did a better job of creating scoring chances,” he 
said. “Power play—finally got one… I thought the scoring chances were 
there, we did a better job of getting to the net… I think there’s stretches 
where we looked like the better team…” 

If the Canadiens find a way to be that for longer ones, they’ll be the ones 
smiling in the end. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid's 200th goal latest bright spot in Oilers' flawless 
start to season 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 22, 2021, 2:10 AM 

 

If you can find something not to like about the Edmonton Oilers start this 
season, please hit me up on Twitter. Because right now, they look like a 
very good hockey club, clicking along in all areas early through their first 
four games. 

A 4-0 record, a powerplay that has scored in every game, a superstar 
that has notched a multi-point game in each of four outings this year, and 
a new third line that scratches nearly every itch this team took into the 
summer. Those are the highlights of an Oilers team that walked over the 
Arizona Coyotes with a 5-1 win, becoming one of just two clubs (along 
with Florida) to start the season with four straight wins. 

Sure, the Coyotes are a weak side. And they couldn’t handle an Oilers 
attack that had Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl centring separate 
lines, with a heavy, hard-skating third line coming over the boards as 
well. 

But Mikko Koskinen gave the Oilers the goaltending, the best powerplay 
in the National Hockey League put the game on ice with two third period 
goals, and all the new guys showed why Ken Holland brought them to 
town this last summer. 

Here are some takeaways on a 4-0 start, and a Coyotes team that might 
not win 20 games this season: 

Let’s start at the top, where McDavid scored career goals No. 200 and 
201 Thursday. It happened one game after Draisaitl had scored his 
200th, as the two continue to trade “feats of strength,” en route to what 
they hope will be the ultimate award. 
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“We’ve come up together, grown up together, really,” McDavid said of he 
and Draisaitl, the only two NHL players two accumulate more than 200 
points over the previous two seasons and the beginning of 2021-22. “To 
be going through this whole thing together, it’s fun. It’s special to be a 
part of that. We’ve grown real close, and it’s really fun both on and off the 
ice right now.” 

As suspected, head coach Dave Tippett played the pair on separate lines 
for the first time this season, a strategy we thought he would employ on 
the road where the Oilers can’t control line matchups as easily. 

“We’ve played together, played apart, and been successful both ways,” 
shrugged McDavid, who had a three-point night while Draisaitl was shut 
out. “It’s fun to play with him, and even fun to watch him from the bench.” 

Tippett has watched the two mature while winning individual awards, and 
sees two players who now have the ultimate team trophy in their sights. 

“They're good people,” Tippett said. “They want to play hard, they want to 
play the right way and they want to win. They know they have to do their 
part -- which is a big part with our team -- but you love their attitude. You 
love their commitment to helping our team win.” 

The victory was Edmonton’s eighth consecutive road win, going back to 
last season. 

Warren Foegele scored his first goal with the Oilers, dancing around 
young Dysin Mayo -- the former Edmonton Oil King playing his first NHL 
game -- before zipping an off-balance wrist shot into the net for the 
game-opening goal. 

The line of Derek Ryan (67 per cent in the faceoff circle Thursday), Zack 
Kassian (four points in three games) and Foegele was dominant once 
again. It’s a new-look third line that is performing exactly as GM Holland 
had hoped when he went out and secured Foegele and Ryan this past 
summer. 

“They’ve been so good for us. In our four games they’ve got our first goal 
in three of them,” McDavid said. “They’ve got an identity, and… the most 
impressive thing is how well they all skate, and their forechecking. They 
get rolling around in the O-zone, it’s impressive to watch.” 

“Big goal, and a great individual effort,” Tippett said of Foegele’s goal. 
“He just bulled his way down the ice and got it on net and it went in. He 
comes as advertised. He’s hard and heavy and goes to the net.” 

Foegele, a resurgent Kassian, Zack Hyman -- who scored a shorty and a 
powerplay goal -- and big Jesse Puljujarvi have changed the Oilers’ 
landscape somewhat. It’s a transition that translates to the post-season. 

“You look at the front of the net,” Tippett said. “Puljujarvi, Hyman, 
Kassian, Foegele are all there. It’s a different look for our team this year.” 

The Oilers powerplay, tops in the NHL now for two seasons running, has 
converted on seven of 14 attempts thus far in the young season. That’s 
an astounding 50 per cent, averaging 1.75 powerplay goals per game. 

Meanwhile, Arizona’s penalty kill has allowed six goals in nine attempts, 
for a success rate of 33.3 per cent. To have a higher powerplay 
percentage than your opponent’s PK number tells us one thing: 

It’s early. But here are a couple of stats with some longevity. 

The Oilers are tied with Washington as the best team in the league on 
the road since 2020-21. Both the Oilers and Capitals have a 20-7-2 mark 
going back to the beginning of last season. 

In goal, Koskinen got his first start Thursday, and Tippett expects to give 
him his second start Friday night in Vegas. Koskinen’s numbers are 
stellar: a .959 saves percentage, a 1.57 GAA, and a tidy 2-0 record. 

He salvaged a game against Anaheim when Mike Smith left due to an 
injury. Now he’ll likely get the chance to prove that the newer, more 
chilled version of himself can carry the ball through a back-to-back, with a 
tough divisional foe in the Golden Knights awaiting Edmonton on Friday. 

“I changed a little bit my mentality,” Koskinen said. “Try to be more 
relaxed, try to have fun. It’s not always going to be like that. You’re going 
to have bad times during the season. But you always have to try to keep 
those bad times as short as possible.” 

Koskinen was excellent early in Arizona, then stopped everything he had 
to the rest of the night as his teammates took the game over. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets carve out first win but lineup troubles deepen with 
Scheifele in COVID protocols 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

October 21, 2021, 7:15 PM 

 

WINNIPEG -- This was a positive test result Mark Scheifele was 
desperately hoping to avoid. 

And while the Winnipeg Jets first-line centre remains asymptomatic, he 
has joined captain and longtime linemate Blake Wheeler in the NHL’s 
COVID protocols, which left him as a spectator in Thursday’s home 
opener against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Missing two-thirds of a top line in the fourth game of the season is not an 
optimal situation, especially for a team that opened the campaign with a 
record of 0-2-1 and was coming off a 6-5 overtime loss that included 
three unanswered goals from the Minnesota Wild. 

“You just kind of have to keep rolling,” said Jets defenceman Nate 
Schmidt, who saw what an outbreak can look like firsthand last season 
as a member of the Vancouver Canucks. 

“It’s almost like an injury where you have to keep rolling, you have to 
continue to have the next set of lines ready to be made up, the next set 
of D pairs ready to be made up. It’s something you can’t really prepare 
for. This is a lot tougher because you really can’t prepare for it and all of 
a sudden it comes out of nowhere and sidelines a guy or two.” 

Because he is asymptomatic, Scheifele won’t automatically be in 
quarantine for the 10-day minimum requirement like Wheeler is. 

Scheifele will remain in the protocol until he can produce two negative 
tests separated by a 24-hour period. 

Jets forward Paul Stastny has been talking with Wheeler daily and it 
sounds like he’s on the mend, though it remains to be seen when he 
might be able to rejoin his teammates and jump back into the lineup. 

With Scheifele and Wheeler both out, Jets head coach Paul Maurice 
once again went to the blender, shaking up the top two lines. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois was reunited with junior linemate Evgeny Svechnikov 
and Kyle Connor, while Andrew Copp slid into the second-line centre 
spot with Nikolaj Ehlers and Stastny -- putting back a line that enjoyed 
plenty of success together last season. 

Those newly-constructed units got off to a nice start, producing a 5-1 
victory that featured an inspired performance from goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck, who made 38 saves. 

“It seems like whenever he’s not the best goalie in the world for a few 
games, it takes just one game like that for him to get right back there,” 
said Copp, who scored his third goal in as many games. “He was huge 
for us, he’s going to be huge for us. We have all the confidence for him. I 
feel like usually one of those performances kickstarts a little bit of a run 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2021 

 

for him. We’re looking forward to seeing how he can take that and run 
with it for the next few games.” 

Connor scored twice to give him five on the season, which is one behind 
NHL leader Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers. 

The Jets were already looking for players from within to find another level 
in the absence of Wheeler and that hill got steeper with Thursday’s news 
about Scheifele. 

This was certainly an important first step for a group that wasn't happy 
about starting the campaign 0-2-1. 

“It gets us going in the right direction, shows what we need to do to win 
games in this league,” said Hellebuyck. “A great performance from 
everyone and we need to continue to build off that.” 

Last season, Tucker Poolman was the only Jets player to get COVID-19, 
so having multiple players out at the same time is something new for this 
group to try and manage. 

Schmidt has more first-hand knowledge on the virus than he’d like, but 
that’s left him as a valuable resource during a time that has to be 
stressful and leaves players on high alert. 

“It’s not a good thing to have a lot of experience in this matter. Here’s the 
thing. I’ve had it twice,” said Schmidt. “I had it back in November last year 
and had it again with the team. Both times I would say I felt like I was 
doing everything I could and yet somehow this thing is such a phantom, 
you just don’t. And for Blake or whoever, I know when I first got it and 
subsequently then (other) people got it, I felt terrible. 

“Everyone was like, it could have come from anywhere, it could have 
been anything you did, one surface you touched. It’s just one of those 
things that for me, I’d beat myself up about it and after you get through it, 
you realize it could have been from anything. I think our guys have been 
really good about it. So has our staff. I just think that this thing is such a 
ghost, you just never know. That’s what makes it hard. I like the way 
we’ve done things so far, as a group, a team, an organization, and what 
our guys have been doing. I don’t think it’s something that needs to be 
changed. It’s just stuff that’s happening across our League and across 
our world. It’s tough, tough to put a finger on it.” 

Unlike last season, the Jets players are fully vaccinated, which can 
provide a level of comfort -- even if the test results for Wheeler and 
Scheifele were a stark reminder that dealing with the pandemic remains 
a daily battle. 

“Last year, (when) you went through it, no one had been so you kind of 
felt that inevitable feeling, that it was coming for you,” said Schmidt. “I 
had tested negative five days before the first guy had tested positive in 
Vancouver. I thought I was in the clear but even then it still finds a way. 

“For me personally, I wouldn’t say I’m more or less scared. I’d say I’m 
less concerned about the fact that our whole team is vaccinated. At some 
point, we have to say we’ve done all we can. If you’re vaccinated and you 
do the right things, it’s nobody’s fault. It’s just this thing’s going to happen 
whether it’s in the hockey rink, in the grocery store, with your family. This 
thing has to come to a point that if you are vaccinated, how much more 
can you do? You’re doing your part, right, and if you’re doing the right 
things, we’ve got to move towards having things to be normal.” 

The Jets are hoping to avoid the type of outbreak that seriously impacted 
several teams last season and are dealing with the situation as best they 
can. 

“I guess we're not surprised with anything. Trainers kind of gave us a 
warning that there might be a trickle-down effect,” said Stastny. “So 
whether more guys go in protocol or not, I think we'll kind of be ready for 
it. Not as nervous as you would have been last year. Always kind of 
expect the unexpected. It's unfortunate times right now, kind of 
unforeseen. But nothing comes easy in this world. There's always little 
ups and downs and little bumps in the road, and this is another one of 
them. 

“We'll leave it all out there. We're not going to use any excuses. Whether 
we're dealing with this or with injuries, no one's going to feel bad for you. 
This league's not easy. It never is, never was, never has been. It's 
always going to continue to be a challenge, and that's what makes it so 
fun every day and every night.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom crucial to Flames' success in first win of season 
and beyond 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 21, 2021, 11:43 PM 

 

Hours before his Flames kicked off their five-game road assignment, 
Darryl Sutter insisted his team needed better goaltending and penalty 
killing. 

On Thursday his club got both, lightening the mood for a team finally able 
to hold on for its first win of the season. 

And the man chiefly responsible for a 3-0 win in Detroit admitted 
afterward he was highly motivated following his early showings. 

“It was an important game, just because we started the season with two 
losses and we let the Anaheim game slip away and I had a lot to do with 
that,” said Jacob Markstrom, following his ninth career shutout. 

“I was not happy with my performance last game. It was important for me 
to (bounce back). It was a big win for us, and for me personally.” 

It’s never been a secret that if the Flames are to be successful this 
season it will have to be on the back of the team’s Six Million Dollar Man. 

He was full value in the second period when the Flames, clinging to a 2-0 
lead, were outshot 14-4 by a speedy, young Wings club that had yet to 
lose at home. 

Enter the penalty kill, which had struggled in the opening two losses 
when it surrendered three goals. 

The Flames killed two Detroit power plays in the second to help the club 
weather the storm, followed by a third kill in the opening minute of the 
third. 

So efficient were the Flames while shorthanded, Markstrom only had to 
make one of his 33 saves while down a man. 

Scoring just four goals on 90 shots in their first two games, the Flames 
stressed the importance of creating traffic in front of the net and 
capitalizing in tight. 

Mission accomplished, as first period goals by Elias Lindholm and 
Andrew Mangiapane both came from the exact same spot – a few feet in 
front of the blue paint. 

Lindholm’s snipe, his third in as many games, was a brilliant conversion 
of a Johnny Gaudreau centering pass midway through the opening 
period. 

Mangiapane's goal came four minutes later on a rebound. 

“I think the last couple games we’ve been getting shots and good looks, 
but not second and third shots,” said Mangiapane. 
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“Tonight we went to the net. I don’t think we were too happy about the 
first two games, so this game we wanted to come out and win a game 
and get things rolling for us.” 

Both first-period goals came after Milan Lucic turned the tide with a fight 
versus Givani Smith that seemed to settle the Flames down somewhat 
after a shaky start. 

“After Looch’s fight I thought we really woke up, so good job by him,” said 
Markstrom. 

In his season debut as the team’s second-line centre, Dillon Dube was 
one of the best Flames forwards, using his speed to gain the offensive 
zone and set up Mangiapane’s strike. 

He also used his wheels to create a great scoring chance while 
shorthanded, which resulted in a Detroit penalty drawn by Mangiapane’s 
speed. 

Tyler Pitlick, who missed the first two games after suffering a lower-body 
injury early in training camp, made his season debut and was most 
notable when using his big frame to bowl over Gustav Lindstrom. 

Gaudreau built on his solid start with two assists, including a good 
defensive play in his own zone that allowed Matthew Tkachuk to seal the 
win by scoring into an empty net. 

AT THE BACK 

There won’t be many nights when the team’s top point-getter is Erik 
Gudbranson, but the truth is the man who had two assists was also one 
of the best defenders. 

On a third pairing with Juuso Valimaki that will be watched closely when 
deployed, the 29-year-old played 18:45, which included a team-high 
three-and-a-half minutes killing penalties. 

“They played a real balanced game,” said Sutter of a blue line corps that 
played without Nikita Zadorov. “I don’t think anybody stood out or did 
anything special.” 

We’ll disagree, as Gudbranson was rock solid. 

Oliver Kylington played alongside Chris Tanev and made a couple plays 
in the offensive zone that demonstrated his increased confidence. 

“The defence kept the rebounds away from them and were making my 
job easy to see the puck,” said Markstrom. 

The Flames play in Washington at 11 a.m. MT Saturday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Connor McDavid's one-timer impact on Oilers' 
power play 

 

Staff Report 

 

When Connor McDavid steps onto the ice for the Oilers, there aren’t 
many things he can’t do. The offensive dynamo continues to find ways to 
put his abilities on display every game. And now, he’s looking to add to 
his arsenal by improving his one-timer. 

Rather than being the player to just one-time the puck, McDavid is elite at 
setting up his teammates’ attempts. When it comes to players whose 
passes set up their teammates for a one-timer in 5-on-5-play, no one did 
it more than McDavid last season. The 2021 NHL MVP teed up his 
teammates for one timers 80 times in 56 games played in about 940 

minutes, and that only made up eight per cent of his 5-on-5 passes. Of 
those 80 primary shot assists to set up a one-timer, 35 were to the slot, 
or about 15 per cent of all his passing plays to the quality area of the ice. 

Along with his stellar transitional play and passing, McDavid was one of 
the most frequent shooters last season in his 22-plus minutes in average 
TOI in all situations. At 5-on-5 most of those shots were concentrated in 
the home plate area in front of the blue paint; he generated shot attempts 
from the slot at a team-leading rate of 8.74 per 60. 

As the heat map shows below, that isn’t anything new for him — the red 
areas represent a higher density of shot generation over the past three 
seasons, and that’s an area he’s generally getting to when it comes to 
shooting the puck. 

Here’s what’s even more interesting. Last year, McDavid noticeably 
increased how much he attempted to one-time the puck. In all situations, 
he had 21 slapshot one-timers (18 more than the year prior) and nine 
snapshots. Fourteen of those attempts came at 5-on-5, seven of which 
were from the slot. 

Those 14 attempts were tied for third on the Oilers, and ranked 131st in 
the league. Looking at what percentage of his shots were actually one-
timed (6.5%), McDavid dropped down to 14th in Edmonton and 434th in 
the league. 

But, that was still an increase from years prior. In 64 games in 2019-20, 
the Oilers captain attempted 13 one-timers and in 2018-19 he tried for 15 
in 78 games. In both instances, those attempts composed an even lower 
percentage of his total shot generation. Still, he didn’t score a single goal 
last year off the one-timer, and only has seven times in his career. 

Through two regular season games this year, McDavid has yet to one-
time a puck at even strength. But where he has, however -- and what 
sparked much of this conversation -- is on the power play. 

Against the Flames McDavid scored not one, but two one-timers on the 
man-advantage. His second tally, a snapshot one-timer from the circle, is 
particularly rare for the Oilers’ centre. 

McDavid isn’t the most frequent shooter on the power play. And as the 
heat map below shows, his attempts generally come within that home-
plate area, with less concentration just in the slot than even strength 
(although his rate of 18.6 slot shots per 60 still ranked 25th in the league 
last season). 

For McDavid, 15 one-timers in 2020-21 exceeded his previous best (13 
in 2018-19), and given that he’s not the most frequent shooter on the 
man-advantage, it made up a higher percentage (16%) of his attempts 
than at even strength. Still, those 15 attempts ranked 210th in the league 
last year to show just how little he leaned on it. And before this season, 
he’s only scored on three power play one-timers. 

Instead, similar to even strength, McDavid’s best impact with the one-
timer is with his passing. In just 235 minutes last year on the man-
advantage, he matched his 5-on-5 totals of 80 primary passes to one-
timer attempts last season (11 per cent of his power play passes). That 
bested the second ranked player in Edmonton, Leon Draisaitl, by 48 shot 
assists. Only one player in the league, Quinn Hughes (37), set up more 
players for one-timers in the slot than McDavid (35). 

As the work of Arik Parnass, now with the Colorado Avalanche, studied, 
the one-timer can be the most dangerous non-tipped shot on the power 
play. The ideal one-timer is preceded by a royal road (or a cross-slot) 
pass that forces a goaltender to quickly move laterally. That’s something 
the Oilers have leaned on between McDavid and Draisaitl in particular — 
even with one more-so dedicated as the shooter than the other. Last 
season, Draisaitl contributed 67 one-timers on the man-advantage, which 
ranked second on the league. Those attempts made up over 47 per cent 
of his power play shots. 

So, it’s not necessarily a weakness that McDavid didn’t attempt to score 
on the one-timer more these past few years. Last season, even though 
he scored just nine power play goals, he still had a point on over 79 per 
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cent of the team’s scoring on the man-advantage. With or without this 
addition to his game, he’s making a consistent impact. 

But he is expected to pass more often to set his teammates — 
particularly Draisaitl. 

Knowing just how often McDavid’s threading his teammates for that one-
timer, opponents can game plan for it — although even with the best 
plans and preparation to limit those attempts, it’s still a challenge to beat 
such outstanding offensive players. 

But if McDavid can start mixing his one-timer into his repertoire, which he 
is actively looking to do this season, especially on the power play, it’ll 
make the Oilers that much more dangerous offensively. 

“If I’m willing to shoot over there, it will open up some other things,” 
McDavid said. “That way it doesn’t have to be Leo always being the 
trigger guy. We’ve got lots of threats out there and that’s just one of them 
I’ve been trying to work on.” 

McDavid is already so tricky to defend against because he plays the 
game at such a fast pace and is incredibly deceptive. So now if he has 
another shot up his sleeve to add more versatility, even if he doesn’t lean 
on it too often, it’s something else defenders have to be mindful of. Just 
the threat of McDavid ripping a quick one-timer from the circle will get in 
the heads of his opponents. 

But it’s something that even one of the best players in the world has to 
work at. 

“It’s like anything, it’s just repetition,” he said. “For some guys, shooting 
the puck comes real easy. For others, it doesn’t. And I would fall into the 
category where it doesn’t, so I’ve really got to work at it. And I tried my 
best to do what I can and try to round out my game and score from a 
distance.” 
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Leafs’ backup plan gives Hutchinson Friday debut; hot 'Soupy' goes 
Saturday 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at Ford Performance Centre on Thursday ahead of Friday 
night’s home game against the San Jose Sharks. 

When 

dresses as the backup goalie, he will hit the gym to do some weights 
during intermissions.  

"I do [a] lift in half gear," the 31-year-old explained. "It keeps you warmed 
up and engaged and ready." 

It's a routine he started during the 2017-18 season when he played in 
Winnipeg.  

"I ended up coming into a lot of games in relief," he recalled. "Usually you 
don't feel good as a goalie, especially if you're coming in late in the 
second period or into the third period, because you've been sitting 
around forever. I always explain it as, imagine sitting in a car ride for two 
hours without moving and then you get out and someone tells you to run 
sprints." 

Usually, the backup goalie is trying to find success in suboptimal 
situations for the team. Oftentimes, the backup goalie will play on the 

second night of a back-to-back set. But this week the Leafs are making 
life a bit easier on their No. 2 'tender. 

Hutchinson will make his season debut on Friday night when the San 
Jose Sharks, who play Thursday night in Ottawa, visit Scotiabank Arena. 
will get the start on Saturday against the Penguins in Pittsburgh.  

"Want to put Hutchinson in a position to succeed," coach Sheldon Keefe 
explained. "We thought coming off a practice day right into a game day 
tomorrow is a good opportunity for him to do that ... I thought he was 
outstanding in practice today. Dialled in." 

Hutchinson started the season in the American Hockey League, but was 
recalled after sustained a groin injury last week. It's a familiar situation for 
the Barrie, Ont., native. With and Campbell both missing time due to 
injury last season, Hutchinson appeared in eight games with the Leafs 
going 4-2-1 with a solid .919 save percentage.  

"He's proven to be tremendously valuable," Keefe said. "We saw last 
season, he came up in that role and did a really good job for us, won 
some big games. He's really done a nice job of building the confidence 
that the organization and his teammates have in him. Our ability to have 
a guy of that calibre, who's played in the league as much as he has, as a 
third goaltender, it's a nice asset." 

Campbell has appeared in all four games so far. The Leafs gave him 
most of Tuesday's practice off and now he'll get an extra day to prepare 
for his next start.  

"Just managing his workload a little bit better," Keefe said. "So, day off 
yesterday, hard practice today, get himself going for two consecutive 
days on the ice, and be ready to play on Saturday. We thought it made 
sense for both goaltenders and made sense for our team."  

The Leafs may need to lean on their goalie more on Saturday night when 
they travel to Pittsburgh to take on the Penguins, who will be off on 
Friday.  

Campbell is in his first season as the incumbent starter on a team and 
has shown, so far, that he's up to the challenge.  

"Phenomenal," said veteran forward . "Getting a chance to play lots of 
games in a row last year gave him that confidence, knowing he can do it, 
and now he looks very calm with it, very businesslike."  

"He's been on fire," observed 

. "I've told him, he's been incredible and just needs to keep playing the 
way he's been playing and we'll be good." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Hutchinson starts Friday; Hot 'Soupy' on Saturday 

With the Maple Leafs playing back-to-back against the Sharks and 
Penguins this weekend the goaltending starts will be split between Jack 
Campbell and Michael Hutchinson, with Hutchinson getting the first game 
Friday against San Jose. Mark Masters reports. 

missed Tuesday's practice after blocking a shot off his foot in Monday's 
game. 

"I had the skate tight so after the game you take it off and the swelling is 
coming," the right winger explained. "During the game, it felt good."   

Kase was back on the ice at Thursday's practice. How'd he feel?  

"Pretty good, actually. Better than I thought." 

Kase was limited to just three games last season due to concussion 
issues. He took a big hit in the season opener against Montreal and 
jumped right up.  

"First game, I got one hit and said, 'Hey, I feel pretty good,' and I keep 
going," Kase said with a smile. "The big guys, if they hit me, I'm on the 
ground, like, almost every time. I'm a pretty small guy [6-foot, 187 
pounds] so it's tough to handle it. But I didn't get a bad hit." 
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Kase is more worried about generating offence these days. He's fired 11 
shots on net, but is still looking for his first point as a Leaf.  

"We didn't score as a line so I feel like we need to go more to the net," 
the 25-year-old Czech native said. "I felt we had some chances, too, so 
we didn't have some luck. The game wasn't bad, but we can be better ... 
I need to handle the puck more in the offensive zone, that's what I'm 
looking for." 

Keefe likes what he's getting out of the third line, which features Kase 
and countryman.  

"I've been giving them some difficult assignments and they've handled it 
well," the coach said. "It's nice to have a serviceable player like [Kase] 
who goes out and gives us everything he has every shift no matter what 
is asked of him."  

Kase's CorsiFor percentage is 55.7 even though he leads the team in 
defensive-zone starts (14), per NaturalStatTrick.com. Kampf boasts 
similar numbers.  

"Competitive, smart players that each have the ability to drive the puck 
up the ice," Keefe said. "That's such an important quality for a defensive 
player. The defensive players that I like are guys that are smart enough 
to be on the right side of the puck and not make mistakes, not open up 
the ice for the opposition yet, at the same time, they get the puck and are 
able to make positive plays and get you down the ice and get your team 
set up on offence. That, to me, is what you want in a checking line. 
Having guys who are really good defensively, but never have the puck 
offensively or don't have the ability to set up your other lines, that doesn't 
really work, in my opinion." 

During a game against the Sharks on Nov. 28, 2018, Mitch Marner broke 
his stick while blocking a shot in the defensive zone. Seconds later he 
was skating by the bench heading up ice as part of an odd-man rush and 
Bobby Hastings handed him a new stick in stride from the bench. 
Seconds later, Marner made a great pass to set up a 

goal. 

Apparently, there's a meticulous method that allows the Leafs head 
equipment manager to be ready with a replacement twig so quickly. 
Members of the Arkells sat behind the Leafs bench on opening night and 
the band's TikTok account posted a video of Hastings with his fingers on 
each of the extra sticks belonging to the players on the ice.    

"Disappointed the video's out, because that's Bob's trade secret," Spezza 
said with a grin. "We don't like giving those out. Bobby's elite. He's 
incredible with the detail he has during games, in the dressing room and 
just an all-around great person and somebody who cares deeply about 
the team. He gets assists on goals for a reason, because he's got great 
details."  

"He is incredibly detailed," said Keefe. "An example like that is nice to 
see. As a coach, you're so focused on what's in front of you that you very 
rarely see what's going on behind you even though it is so close. You can 
see how seriously he takes it. We believe we got the best [guy] in the 
league." 

Using an unfamiliar stick is a big issue for players, who tend to be 
creatures of habit.  

"Everybody else's sticks suck and mine are the best," Spezza said 
laughing. "I actually had to take penalty shot with Bryan Smolinski's stick 
once. Back when the shootout started they measured sticks before the 
shot and I was using a wood stick and the way that I shaved it, I wasn't 
allowed to use it for the shootout, apparently, so I had to use his stick for 
the shot. After the game we got clarification that the ref was wrong and I 
could've used my stick, but I took the shot with Smoke's stick and missed 
and wasn't happy about it." 

"It's weird," agreed defenceman 

. "It's always in the back of your mind. I played with a righty before and 
you're just hoping the puck gets out or there's a whistle or something."  

'Elite' equipment manager earns praise from Leafs for quick fingers 

Maple Leafs equipment manager Bobby Hastings had a video of him go 
viral, showing how meticulous he is at his craft during a game when he's 
responsible for getting players their sticks. Sheldon Keefe said Hastings 
is 'second to none' when it comes to his attention to detail. 

The Leafs have adopted a relaxed dress code this season, but Spezza is 
sticking with the suit-and-tie look for now.  

"We'll see how it goes," the 38-year-old said. "I don't want to rule 
anything out. Maybe on the road I'll loosen it a little bit, but walking into 
the rink in Toronto I feel right wearing a suit. So, it's just kind of my 
values.  

"I think it's great, though, that we're letting guys dress how they want and 
feel good and you see it in other sports. You see the Raptors doing it. I 
think it's a great thing. The younger generation has a love for the fashion 
and for showing their personalities. It's very subtle and doesn't effect our 
game at all and allows guys to have personality. So, it's great. I think the 
fans will enjoy it." 

Spezza sticking with suits, for now, despite relaxed dress code 

With the Maple Leafs loosening up on dress code restrictions for players 
on game day, veteran Jason Spezza says he'll stick to wearing a suit for 
now because 'walking into the rink in Toronto, I feel right wearing a suit.' 

Brodie is a reliable defenceman, who usually doesn't stand out on the 
ice, but a lot of reporters were doing double takes on Thursday as the 31-
year-old appeared at practice without his trademark beard. 

"It's been a while," he said of the clean-shaven look. "Maybe in the 
summer just to get rid of the tan lines, but other than that it's usually 
pretty scruffy."  

The Leafs held their annual Halloween party on Tuesday night and 
Brodie went as celebrity chef Guy Fieri as part of a costume organized by 
his wife. 

"I'd shaved the goatee in so I think they [teammates] knew it was 
coming," Brodie said. "My daughter was a little surprised though, but 
other than that it's good. It'll be back soon."  

How did his daughter react?  

"She was just laughing." 

Brodie shaves beard for Guy Fieri costume at Leafs Halloween party 

T. J. Brodie came to practice on Thursday without his familiar beard. The 
Maple Leafs defenceman explained that it's all part of his Halloween 
costume this year, as he dressed up as celebrity chef Guy Fieri at the 
team's annual Halloween party. 
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Pressure already mounting in Montreal 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

The Montreal Canadiens, as much as any team in the league, wanted a 
hot start to the regular season. How better to push aside concerns that 
last year’s momentum-fuelled playoff run was merely a combination of 
incredible puck luck and outstanding goaltending? 

Their start has been anything but hot. The Canadiens – already 
undermanned with the losses of Shea Weber, Carey Price, and Paul 
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Byron – have dropped the first four games of the year. Sometimes 
records in short windows don’t explain how well or how poorly a team is 
playing. 

In this case, the four losses may be understating how poor Montreal has 
been. The team has been outscored 15-3 over those first four games, a 
wicked combination of converting on just 2.6 per cent shooting and 13 
per cent shooting against. Unless Montreal can start outshooting teams 
on a 5:1 basis, it’s a gap that will guarantee a place in the draft lottery.           

Shooting percentages are fleeting, and at some point, the bounces will 
start to manifest on both ends of the ice. The question: Will it matter? 
Because much more problematically, the lion’s share of these games are 
being played with Montreal chasing the puck. That’s created additional 
defensive pressure, but in Montreal it’s their total inability to win and 
sustain the offensive zone that’s rendered them ineffective to start the 
year (via HockeyViz):  

The Canadiens were a middling offensive team at even strength last 
season, finishing 20th in goal scoring and 10th in expected goal scoring – 
the latter being driven by higher shot volumes, albeit from less dangerous 
areas of the ice. 

They were also an average team on the man advantage, finishing 17th in 
rate power-play scoring. You can get by with average offensive bite and 
great defensive structure; this appears a far cry from what the Canadiens 
had even compared to last year’s regular season baseline. 

One of the things I was curious about was where the weakness in the 
lineup was manifesting. Four games of data is still quite limited, but I was 
curious to see where the shifts were in performance, particularly 
considering the lineup reconstruction this organization oversaw during 
the summer. 

If we look at each player’s rate expected goal advantage season-over-
season, we see breakdowns across the board. And it’s happening on two 
fronts. The returning players from the lineup, save Jonathan Drouin, are 
all down year-over-year. The player additions made by Marc Bergevin 
over the summer, generally through free agency and the trade market, 
have not been as effective as the displaced parts of the roster from a 
summer ago: 

The fact that most skaters are underwater by a considerable margin on 
rate expected goals, a measure blind to goaltending performance and 
that heinous 86 per cent stop rate, is concerning. Even over four games. 

One reason you saw veteran forward Brendan Gallagher speaking to 
adversity on the ice is simple – he’s been around the league long enough 
to know this isn’t a typical losing streak. The Canadiens are being 
decisively outplayed, and Gallagher – with his 600-plus games of NHL 
experience – knows it. 

Said another way: Montreal sorely needs more from Jake Allen and Sam 
Montembeault, but that alone is not going to right the ship for Dominique 
Ducharme’s team. 

Montreal will have a pair of opportunities, starting Thursday night with 
some fresh new line combinations, to right the ship at home. If they 
cannot take care of business at the Bell Centre, a four-game trip road trip 
awaits them on the west coast. 
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Coleman aims to use Stanley Cup pedigree to spark Flames on, off ice 

 

By Salim Valji 

 

was 15, he had a conversation with a coach that changed the trajectory 
of his burgeoning hockey career – and his life. 

The Plano, Texas, native was introduced to the sport by his maternal 
grandmother, who hailed from New York state. She had Dallas Stars 
season tickets but couldn’t convince family members to attend games 
with her. Grandson Blake happily obliged, spending many evenings with 
her watching the Stars play at the old Reunion Arena in downtown 
Dallas. 

“She took me as a kid and I loved it,” the 29-year-old Coleman, now a 
member of the Flames, recalled in a TSN interview at the Saddledome in 
Calgary. 

“I grew up watching them and started playing roller hockey in the street. 
The Stars started popping up rinks all over town and I went and tried it 
out and loved it.” 

Like most NHLers, Coleman was the offensive star on his youth hockey 
teams, piling up points and earning accolades while playing on 
competitive travel teams. 

But as a teenager with eyes on the sport’s top league, a coach bluntly 
told Blake that his ticket to The Show wouldn’t be as a scorer – and that 
he’d have to change his habits to get there. 

Around Christmas 2006, the then 15-year-old was playing with the Belle 
Tire AAA team in suburban Detroit when they had the chat. 

“It was actually [St. Louis Blues defenceman] 

’s dad that was my coach there and he had a come-to-Jesus moment 
with me,” Coleman said. 

“He just taught me the hard side of the game, the defensive side, the 
tough side.” 

Some 15 years later, Kyle Krug still vividly recalls the scene in his office. 

“It was right before Christmas break and I asked him if he was going to 
return to the team after,” he said. 

“I was pretty hard on my players, especially the ones that I thought had 
ability. I asked him some pretty harsh questions and I made some harsh 
statements to him.” 

“When Blake came here, he had long blond hair and was a typical skilled 
player from down south and didn’t play like a kid from Western Canada 
or Detroit or Toronto would play,” Krug elaborated. 

“He wasn’t that gritty. The conversation that took place was basically, ‘If 
you’re gonna be a player that’s gonna be in the National Hockey League, 
you’ve got to play 200 feet of the ice and you’ve got to play with a lot of 
jam.’” 

The transformation took place and Coleman returned to the team with a 
new attitude, new work habits and a new haircut. 

“He came back after Christmas and he had shaved his head,” Krug said. 
“I was like, ‘Holy cow.’” 

Coleman finished the season among team leaders in scoring, earning 
back the trust of Krug in the process.  

“He was a huge part of our team.” 

“He really changed my outlook on the game and what my path was to 
make it,” Coleman said. 

“I think the more tools you have in your bag, the longer your career can 
be.” 

One of them is the ability to agitate.  

“Our first encounter wasn’t the best,” said college teammate 

, now with the New York Islanders organization. He and Coleman first 
played against each other in the North American Hockey League. 
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“He was a gritty player and likes to get after it, and I was kind of a rat at 
the time. We butted heads for sure.” 

Coleman played four seasons of college hockey at Miami University 
(Ohio) and was drafted by the New Jersey Devils in the third round (75th 
overall) of the 2011 NHL Draft. 

“Where he grew the most, I think he became a 200-foot player,” said Rico 
Blasi, Coleman’s coach at Miami. “He understood the game not only with, 
but without the puck. He understands that there’s a role he can play and 
whatever role that is, he’s going to be able to do it.” 

A member of the Tampa Bay Lightning the previous two seasons, 
Coleman, 

And formed one of the best third lines in recent memory en route to 
winning back-to-back Stanley Cups. 

“It was pretty much an instant connection when I started playing with 
those guys,” Coleman said. “We still keep in touch. They’re easy guys to 
root for. They’re really great people. It’s kind of crazy that we’re all gone 
now from Tampa. It was a pretty special line in the sense that it was 
consistent. We stayed together our whole time there…it means things 
are going well if they’re keeping lines together 

Beyond his contributions on the ice, Coleman was brought to Calgary in 
the off-season – signing a six-year, $29.4 million contract – for his Cup-
winning pedigree.  

The Flames haven’t won a playoff series since 2015 and underachieved 
last season, finishing fifth in the all-Canadian North Division. Over the 
years, the team has also been criticized for its inability to manage the 
highs and lows of games. Coleman’s presence will surely help in that 
regard. 

“Mistakes are going to happen, you just have to limit them,” he said.  

“You want to have a perfect game every game, but it’s not the reality. I’ve 
really learned how to turn my focus to the next shift. You can’t go back, 
you can’t change what’s happened…we had a lot of that in Tampa. It was 
great. If you lose a game, nobody’s concerned. You knew what you 
needed to do. If guys made mistakes that cost the team that game, they 
were the best players on the ice the next night. That’s what you hope to 
see out of this group, too.” 
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