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Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the Hurricanes skated past the noise to thump the Canadiens 

By Chip Alexander 

Before the game, the talk was about Jesperi Kotkaniemi, an 
offer sheet, the Carolina Hurricanes and how Montreal 
Canadiens fans would greet their former player Thursday. 

“He knows all the eyes will be on him,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

There was the not-so-small matter of playing the hockey 
game. The Canes were 2-0 and itching to play again, and the 
Canadiens 0-4 and desperate to notch a first win this 
season. 

Kotkaniemi, in his return game to the Bell Centre, made 
himself a big part of the story as the Canes took a 4-1 road 
victory. 

Widely booed when he first took the ice in the first period, the 
forward had Montreal fans booing again in the third when he 
redirected a Brady Skjei shot past goalie Jake Allen for his 
first goal with Carolina. That gave the Canes a 3-1 lead at 
9:23 of the period and had Kotkaniemi and everyone on the 
Canes bench smiling. 

“It felt really good,” Kotkaniemi said after the game, smiling 
again. “It was a big relief. I didn’t really know what to expect. 
It was fun.” 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, his first two goals of the 
season, and Andrei Svechnikov continued to sizzle with his 
fourth goal in three games. Goalie Frederik Andersen won 
for a third time, staying calm, making 27 saves, and the 
Canes killed off five of six penalties. 

“Our killers came up big and our goalie was great again,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Let’s be perfectly clear, that’s the 
difference in the game. We can’t take all those penalties and 
rely on the goalie that much.” 

After a scoreless first period, the Canes struck swiftly in the 
second. Aho and Svechnikov — No. 37, again — both 
scored in the first 2:12 of the period, Aho converting on a 
power play that began late in the first period and then 
Svechnikov at even strength for a 2-0 lead. Aho’s second 
goal was an empty netter to make it 4-1. 

Aho’s first goal of the season came on Teuvo Teravainen’s 
cross-ice pass into Aho’s wheelhouse. Svechnikov went top 
shelf from the right side after a setup pass from Martin 
Necas, one of his game-high seven shots. 

Jordan Staal nearly made it 3-0, Canes, with a strong 
shorthanded chance in the second but the Habs then scored 
on the power play. Tyler Toffoli got position in front of the net 
for his first of the season — the first for the Habs and the first 
allowed by the Canes this season after 11 straight kills. 

Andersen made a key stop with five minutes left in regulation 
on Jonathan Drouin, then denied Cole Caufield and Brendan 

Gallagher a minute later around the crease to maintain the 3-
1 lead. He faced 15 “high-danger” chances in the game, 
according to Naturalstattrick com, including eight in the 
second period. 

The Canes took Kotkaniemi, 21, away from the Canadiens 
by making a one-year, $6.1 million offer sheet to a player 
who was a restricted free agent. The Canadiens, with salary-
cap concerns, did not match the offer sheet, instead taking 
first-and third-round picks in the 2022 NHL Draft from 
Carolina and later trading for center Christian Dvorak. 

Brind’Amour said Kotkaniemi had a “good game and got 
rewarded.” 

“I’m happy for him,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “That’s 
tough for anybody. Whether you’re a young kid or not you 
don’t want to hear (boos). But I think he expected that kind of 
reaction, that’s just the way it is, and he answered that the 
best way he could.” 

Brind’Amour had Kotkaniemi on Aho’s line with Teravainen 
to start Thursday’s game. That put the three Finns together 
for the first time in a game, all the better for communication, 
and also to boost Kotkaniemi’s comfort level in this game. 

“He was good,” Aho said. “Just hearing those boos, you get 
some fuel out of that. But he was good and like I said today 
it’s just a matter of time before he gets more comfortable.” 

The Canadiens believed they had scored the game’s first 
goal on a power play when Brendan Gallagher redirected a 
shot at 5:33 of the first. But Brind’Amour won a coach’s 
challenge for goaltender interference by Gallagher, who was 
in the crease, and the goal was disallowed. More boos. 

“Goalie interference, it’s always a crapshoot,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You just don’t know. But by the letter of the law 
(Gallagher) is in the crease and he bumps the goalie.” 

Kotkaniemi said he quickly eyed the schedule after coming to 
Carolina and saw the Canes had an early trip to Montreal. 
He also quipped that he has been so concerned about the 
game in recent days that he headed out on golf courses with 
Teravainen. 

Come Thursday, Kotkaniemi was ready for anything. 

“It was an unusual situation, so it was really fun,” he said. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

Teams: Carolina Hurricanes at Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-FM 99.9
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Why young Canes Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas expect their strong start to 
continue 

By Chip Alexander 

The subject was the initiation of young players into the NHL 
and the trials and travails that must be endured in the 
league. 

You know, like a hard cross-check in the back. 

Or a punch in the face from Alex Ovechkin. 

Or having Andrei Vasilevskiy in net stopping every good shot 
you make. 

As Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes put it, 
“You’ve got to learn to play with the big boys.” 

Svechnikov, 21, isn’t a little boy and wasn’t when he came 
into the league in October 2018, the Canes’ first-round pick 
in that year’s draft and the second overall selection. Even at 
18, he was physically the match of most players he faced. 

“The guy looks like a Russian weight lifter,” Canes forward 
Jordan Martinook joked at the time. 

It was different for Canes forward Martin Necas. He now 
weighs 190 pounds. That’s 25 more than on the day the 
Czech Republic native was made a first-round pick by 
Carolina in 2017, when he was all arms and legs. 

A GROWING CANES’ CHEMISTRY 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has the two playing on the 
same line, centered by veteran Vincent Trocheck. 
Svechnikov has four goals in the first three games — Necas 
with two primary assists — in the Canes’ 3-0-0 start. 

“Those guys are really blossoming,” Brind’Amour told the 
media Thursday. 

It was Necas with the perfect setup pass for a Svechnikov 
score off the rush Saturday in a 3-2 win over the Nashville 
Predators. On Thursday, Necas threaded a pass to 
Svechnikov at the bottom of the right circle and Svechnikov 
didn’t miss on a top-shelf beauty of a shot in the Canes’ 4-1 
win at Montreal. 

Svechnikov has the strength to survive and thrive. Necas, 
22, uses his speed and quick hands. But good players are 
always being tested on the ice as the other team’s guys 
probe for weaknesses and soft spots in a player’s game. 

“My first year when I came, it was pretty hard (against) that 
speed and that skill,” Svechnikov said in a recent interview. “I 
had to catch up. But every year you’ve got more experience 
and that’s most important.” 

SVECHNIKOV STRIDES FORWARD 

There are tests — of Svechnikov’s mettle, patience, maturity, 
experience. 

In a January 2020 game against the Washington Capitals at 
PNC Arena, the Caps’ Brendan Leipsic shoved Svechnikov 
to the ice as a period ended. The Caps’ Nic Dowd picked up 
Svechnikov’s stick and tossed it over the glass to a Canes 
fan wearing a Svechnikov No. 37 jersey. That earned Dowd 
a 10-minute misconduct. 

The word on Svechnikov: Try to rattle him, irritate him, get 
him off his game. 

Svechnikov wasn’t happy with his two penalties in 
Thursday’s game in Montreal — a slashing call, then a 
tripping penalty. But he responded with the goal for a 2-0 
lead and had a game-high seven shots. 

“Svech is taking another step but he can’t take the penalties,” 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “He’s a very competitive 
guy. He has to know that they’re going to try to get under his 
skin and he can’t retaliate. They always get the guy who 
retaliates.” 

NECAS SHOWS OFF HIS SPEED 

Necas draws a lot of attention for his elite speed — and 
apparently a round of golf with singer Harry Styles — and 
has set rather simple goals for himself in his third full NHL 
season. 

“Get better every season. That’s my expectation,” he said in 
a recent media interview. “Step up a little bit, play a bigger 
role. Maybe win more of those battles in front of the net and 
keep playing with the confidence that I have.” 

Necas had 14 goals and 41 points in 53 games last season. 
That was a confidence-booster entering the third year of his 
entry-level contract, Necas having seen Svechnikov sign an 
eight-year, $62 million deal after his first three years. 

“I think I haven’t shown my best,” Necas said. “I can still be 
better.” 

Brind’Amour and the Canes are counting on it. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT COLUMBUS BLUE 
JACKETS 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-FM 99.9
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How the Hurricanes create a viral moment: Inside the art of throwing ‘the second punch,’ 
with the NHL’s top trolls 

By Sara Civian 

Sebastian Aho’s first goal of the season — a power-play 
bomb to open the second period Thursday in Montreal that 
eventually contributed to a 4-1 win over the Canadiens — 
meant different things to different people. 

For Aho, it was a sign that his October scoring woes are now 
a ghost of seasons past (he’d end the night with two goals 
and an assist). 

For Montreal, it was the bitter appetizer before a main course 
that was even harder to swallow. 

For Hurricanes fans, it meant bragging rights and 
reassurance. 

“How was it, beating your old team?” a member of the 
Montreal media asked Aho after the game, jokingly referring 
to Aho’s brief time affiliated with the Canadiens in between 
signing an offer sheet with them as a restricted free agent on 
July 1, 2019, and the Hurricanes’ decision to match it days 
later. 

“Not my old team,” he said. 

For the Hurricanes’ marketing and social teams, though, 
Aho’s goal was particularly enticing. Maybe they could 
actually go through with an idea they’d planned 12 days 
earlier. 

“All right, if we go into the third period with a lead, we’re 
pushing the site live,” senior director of marketing Dan 
LaTorraca said with a look to vice president of marketing and 
branding Mike Forman, both watching the game at a popular 
local spot, Tobacco Road Sports Cafe and Brewery. “So now 
the shirts will be $20 — unless we want to go with the 
$20.82.” 

“The $20 is enough. That sends a message,” Forman said. 
“The 82 is just a kick in the nuts.” 

The 20 was a reference to Aho’s number, and 82 a reference 
to the number of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the RFA the Hurricanes 
successfully offer-sheeted away from the Canadiens this 
offseason — the first time that’s happened in the NHL since 
Dustin Penner in 2007. 

The Canes had registered the domain “didthehabslose.com” 
almost two weeks before Thursday’s game — just in case. 
They also registered several iterations of 
“didthecaneslose.com,” just to be safe. 

“This was completely inspired by didarkansaslose.com,” 
LaTorraca explained. “Arkansas tweeted that, and it caught 
our eye. We thought we could do that and make it better by 
adding a retail component.” 

The Canes made just under $10,000 on those T-shirts before 
the site got hacked. Now it’s a playfully hateful domain, with 
a huge “CAROLINA HURRICANES SUCK” header and a 
“just spreading the truth to a bunch of … (it’s copyrighted but 
you get it)” subhead. 

Yes, “bunch of jerks” is copyrighted, as shown in the photo of 
the former website in the fine print. Where else do you think 
all of this T-shirt money comes from? And true to their 
opportunistic form, the Canes were thrilled the website was 
hacked. The website, which now says that the Hurricanes 
are “not even a real team,” declares that the popular North 
Carolina fast-food chain Cookout “is trash.” One hacker’s 
trash is another man’s potential endorsement deal. 

“I’m hoping we can flip this into a Cookout sponsorship,” 
LaTorraca said. “Profiting off insults is like our off-menu 
brand pillar.” 

The Canes are brazen in their approach to social media, 
marketing, management — you name it — but don’t take that 
to mean they’re impulsive. 

Things that seem to be happening in real time have 
sometimes been planned weeks in advance, with approval 
from general manager Don Waddell and owner Tom 
Dundon. There’s trust, respect and familiarity between the 
organization’s social team and front office that isn’t common 
in the NHL. 

Part of this is a director of marketing who has dipped his toe 
into several major sports leagues and knows what works. 
Part of it is a GM who knows what it’s like to fail in a non-
hockey market. And part of this is an owner who craves 
relevancy — for better and worse. 

The results show in moments like the website launch, or the 
team’s statement after signing Kotkaniemi, mimicking Marc 
Bergevin’s after he signed Aho, or countless other examples. 
But what does the process that leads to those results look 
like? To find out, while The Athletic Canadiens reporter 
Arpon Basu was beautifully chronicling the events of 
Thursday night in Montreal, I was watching the game with 
LaTorraca and Forman at Tobacco Road. 

Here are the highlights of our conversation: 

Brendan Gallagher appears to score the game’s first goal 
during the first period. 

Civian: Are you freaking out right now, like when they score a 
goal? 

LaTorraca: I lost the Super Bowl (working for the Carolina 
Panthers), Sara. This is Game 3 of the regular season. 
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Civian: But, I mean, are you in the group chat like, “We gotta 
tweet this certain thing”? Or have you delegated this enough 
where you’re not even thinking about it? 

LaTorraca: Our hires are so good at what they do, I haven’t 
sent a tweet from the Canes since ESPN called us the 
Panthers, and that was only because I have a history with 
the Panthers. Win, lose, at this point in the game, there’s 
always fun to be had. 

Forman: They’re challenging for goaltender interference. 

LaTorraca: Let’s check in on our digital team and see how 
they’re doing. One thing I will always Slack to our digital 
team at times like this is, “We’re going to win this game.” 
Even if we’re down four goals, I want them to maintain 
confidence. Put stuff out there in the sense that we’re going 
to win this game, even if it comes down to the last minute. 
I’m wrong a lot, but it’s important to kind of make sure that 
we operate that way. 

LaTorraca: Oh, look at that! (The goal was overturned.) He’s 
(Rod Brind’Amour) batting a million on those. 

The game moves into the first intermission. 

Civian: Do you guys have any what I call “graveyard ledes,” 
where I write something really good and have to erase the 
whole thing when it doesn’t happen? What’s the biggest or 
best thing you never got to use? 

LaTorraca: Here’s the thing. We have been so lucky over the 
past few years that a lot of the stuff we’ve wanted to do, 
we’ve gotten to do. Like when we beat the Capitals in the 
playoffs, we had that “bend the knee” tweet written, what, 
two weeks in advance? 

Forman: Before the series even started, we identified their 
Tom Wilson tweet and said, “(If we win), we’re going to quote 
tweet that with ‘bend the knee’ at the end of the series.” 

Forman: There’s some player transaction stuff that we have 
to build up (for nothing). We had a pretty high-profile goalie’s 
illustration made this offseason, because we thought there 
was a good chance it was going to happen. It was an 
awesome graphic. Never saw the light of day. 

Civian: And that takes a lot of genuine communication with 
Don and Tom, right? Do you feel like you guys get a lot of 
that compared with other teams? 

LaTorraca: It’s the best I’ve ever had by a mile. Better than 
any other team I have ever worked for. It allows us to 
capitalize on these things in an impactful way when we have 
this process in place. This isn’t to diminish anywhere else 
I’ve worked — communication has always been good. But 
here we are included early enough to capitalize, sell a T-
shirt, anything like that. It really does help. And Mike has 
such a fantastic relationship with Don and Tom, there’s a 
high level of trust there. 

Civian: I feel like Don gets it from working in Atlanta, right? 
He knows what fails in a small or non-hockey market. 

Forman: Don has been the GM, the president, the coach, 
every role possible with the Thrashers. He knows what we 
need to do in a non-traditional market. Then he has an owner 
like Tom. Tom’s edict to us is: “Go have fun. Draw attention 

to us. Make us relevant.” There’s even times where we have 
had to peel Tom back. Tom will have an idea and we’re like, 
“Ahh, that tweet is a little too much.” But they give us 
autonomy, and they let us have fun. The two of us know the 
times where we need to go to them and the times where 
we’re like, “This isn’t going to get us in trouble.” We don’t 
need approval to put a banner tweet up. It’s gonna rub some 
people the wrong way, and that’s OK. 

Civian: That rubs me the wrong way. Like, we get it, and the 
Canes put up a regular-season banner, too. You guys 
harping on this has annoyed me. 

Forman: We know that, but we’re here to serve our fans. And 
if our fans like it, we’re doing our job. (It doesn’t matter if) it 
rubs media the wrong way, if it rubs Nashville the wrong way. 
And one thing we wanted to clarify on the record is that 
Nashville did actually block us, and they accused us of 
making that up! We are a lot of things — we are jerks, we’re 
absolute jerks — but we’re not liars, and they accused us of 
lying there. We literally were blocked. It’s never personal with 
anyone, not even Washington. A teeny bit personal, there. 

Civian: What does it feel like going from when the team was 
having a fun underdog run, and now it’s at the top of the 
league and maybe there’s things you shouldn’t say? 

Forman: Our typical philosophy is: We don’t throw the first 
punch. But we will throw the second punch, and it will be a 
KO. 

Civian: Do you guys ever plan things with other teams, or 
does it just happen off the cuff? 

LaTorraca: Not really. In the NFL, we did all the time. We 
even had scripted things, and we talked to each other offline. 
I’ve never really talked to anybody on the other teams, which 
is probably why they hate us so much (laughing). 

Forman: There’s some leaguewide initiatives that are more 
like threads, but beyond that, there’s not a ton. Honestly, I 
wish clubs did collaborate a little more, and I also wish things 
were less personal. We’re having fun with the brand — not 
the person behind the brand. 

About the Aho offer sheet … 

Forman: We basically got no heads-up because our team got 
no heads-up. And it happened on July 1; he gets the offer 
sheet, and we all kind of laughed about it. Dan was in my 
office, Don was in my office and Tom was on speakerphone, 
like, minutes after the offer sheet. We asked Tom point-blank 
if there was any chance we weren’t matching this offer. Tom 
said, “Zero chance.” So we were like, “We can have fun with 
it?” Tom basically said, “Do whatever the hell you want.” 

This was one of those situations where we had to peel back 
a little bit — there were a lot of ideas. I remember a few 
minutes later, we were like, “What if we just had fun 
immediately with a poll on Twitter?” 

We went back and forth on the language a bit, then that 
became our best-performing poll ever. 

Civian: It was just funny at the time, all these people saying 
the Canes weren’t going to match it or speculating when you 
guys were putting this content out. Like: Imagine you put that 
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stuff out and the Canes didn’t match it? That just wouldn’t 
happen. 

Forman: If you see things coming from us that have to do 
with players and personnel, we’re not going rogue on those 
things. That always comes from higher up, from our owner 
and GM. When they confirm something for us, then we have 
fun with it. 

Civian: This whole situation has just been the funniest 
dynamic, where the Canadiens are so traditional, then their 
media is losing their minds trying to figure out what’s 
happening. Meanwhile, I’m like, “Well, the Canes are 
tweeting this stuff out — clearly they’re matching it.” 

Forman: With the KK one, I remember seeing people tweet 
at you, like, “Well, what if Carolina was in the other shoes? 
They wouldn’t be having fun with it.” And I’m like, “We 
literally had fun with it in the other shoes two years ago.” 

… and the Kotkaniemi offer sheet 

Forman: So that was a Saturday last August. I was at Canes 
Crew tryouts, and I get a text from Don to me and (vice 
president of communications and team services) Mike 
Sundheim at 11 a.m., being like, “Hey do you have 10 
minutes?” That is not a common Saturday morning text from 
Don. So both Sunny and I are like, “Of course.” So he calls 
us and tells us something might be going down. He’s like: 
“Well, we’ve been trying to acquire Jesperi Kotkaniemi via 
trade, and it doesn’t look like that’s going to happen. If that 
doesn’t happen, there’s a chance we offer-sheet him.” 

I’m like, “OK, how quickly will that happen?” He says, 
“Today.” 

So the funny part of all this is a lot of us read, looking back, 
that the Hurricanes were plotting this for years and months 
and weeks, when we literally found out that morning that 
“something might go down.” My first call is to Dan, like, “We 
gotta brainstorm some ideas.” Early in the morning, we had a 

simple, initial graphic built, in case it actually happened. 
Then we started brainstorming a few other ideas. 

LaTorraca: We actually thought of the Uno reverse card at 
the same exact time — that’s how on the same page we are. 

Forman: I’m still at the pool with my family. It’s a random 
Saturday in August, remember. Don calls me and goes, 
“Yeah, it’s going down. We’re doing this. Do you think we 
can have fun with this?” I’m like, “Hell yeah, we can have fun 
with this.” We had some ideas of how to do it, with the dollar 
amounts and the signing bonus. Collectively, between PR, 
marketing, Tom and Don, we decided to just go all-in on it. 
We called out the Aho signing bonus, what we thought would 
be Kotkaniemi’s number 15. Everyone just kind of said, 
“Yeah, let’s go for it.” 

Civian: On that press conference, the Habs media seemed in 
total disbelief when Don said you guys all worked together 
on this, and a reporter actually said “So, was it the social 
media team’s idea to do this offer sheet?” 

Forman: The social and marketing teams don’t make player 
personnel decisions, but if you tell us these decisions are 
happening, then we can have fun with it. No, we didn’t say, 
“Yes, we need to make this PR stunt for social.” Tom and 
Don didn’t make a $6.1 million PR stunt. They actually 
wanted this player. So we went all-in, then we took a step 
back. I don’t think we posted anything about it for six days. 
Like, I don’t think we posted again until the day it became 
official. We have to know when it’s too much at times, too. 
We had those conversations internally. Especially the day of 
the signing, we made sure we turned it into Jesperi the 
player. He’s actually a person. He’s a player on the team.” 

Back to the game. Kotkaniemi scores. 

LaTorraca: The Hockey Gods really do like us a lot. 

Forman: The universe: huge Caniac.
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Mailbag: Round Two 

Questions from the Canes Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Round two, round two. 

No, we're not talking playoffs yet, we're talking about the 
second mailbag of the season. Canes fans are an inquisitive 
bunch and always want to know more about the team. It's 
fantastic and here's where we try to answer their thoughts. 

When do you think Jarvis gets into the lineup? If we're not 
playing him, would it be better for us to send him back to the 
WHL? - @apritch20 

I have a unique viewpoint on this situation and I'm glad you 
asked, because it finally allows me to put it in writing. 

I'm going to preface this by saying that whatever decision 
Canes management decides to make will be the correct one. 
I'm merely the website writer putting my thoughts online. 

Got it? Okay, here we go. 

Before coming to North Carolina I was in Portland of the 
Western League, where Seth has played the last several 
seasons. I was able to watch all 24 of his games last season, 
obviously covering and working for the team. 

In my opinion, he really doesn't have much of anything left to 
prove there. He had already eclipsed that league and it 
showed almost every night. 

You could make the argument that he could go back, be 
named the captain, be a leader and guide the Winterhawks 
on a Memorial Cup run. That's a fair argument. Does he 
become a better player in that fashion though? I guess only 
time would tell. Rod Brind'Amour has said Seth is offensively 
an NHL player already, it's the defensive side of things 
where he needs some time to adjust to the highest level in 
the world. To that point though, I don't think he's going to get 
much better defensively playing against a league of largely 
17 and 18-year-olds. He's already been fine defensively 
against that competition. 

Anyone with understanding of the situation is aware that the 
best place for Seth at the moment would be Chicago (AHL), 
but because of the NHL-CHL agreement, he can't be there. 

So the situation is what it is. 

Many folks are eager to see Jarvis play, especially with the 
praise he's received from his current head coach. He could 
play nine games for the Canes before stipulations kick in. 
First, let me debunk that the team has to make a decision 
after him playing nine games. Sending him back to Portland 
before a tenth NHL game would enact the "Entry-Level Slide" 

rule, which "slides" his contract forward another year 
because he played only his trial slate of games. Mind you 
that this is a very, very important decision because it will 
allow the Canes to have Seth's rights for another season 
down the line if they take that route, the Canes do still have 
the option to play Seth for say 13 games and then send him 
back to Portland. It's not completely off the table just 
because he plays ten, it just matters for contract and salary 
cap purposes. 

Forgive me if I'm oversighting any more recent examples, but 
this did happen with Leon Draisaitl, who is now one of the 
best players in the world, back during the 2014-15 season. 
The German forward played 37 games for Edmonton before 
his WHL rights were traded to a contending team, thus giving 
him the chance to go back to juniors, light it up and guide a 
team on a championship run. Portland is expected to make a 
deep run this year, so this could be an option left on the table 
later down the line for Seth. 

Alas, in most situations, most teams do make the decision 
after nine games and in many situations, it pays off. Carolina 
was in the same situation with Martin Necas a few seasons 
ago and their elected slide of his contract eventually made 
him exempt from the NHL Expansion Draft for the Seattle 
Kraken this summer. Now, of course Necas would have been 
protected, but there would have been one less player eligible 
to be if Necas had started playing with the Canes just one 
year sooner. 

Long game. 

Also, another thing to keep in the back of your mind is that 
the IIHF World Junior Championships are about two months 
away. Seth would be a lock for Hockey Canada and could 
play a massive role there. It would allow the 19-year-old to 
play against competition better than the WHL and could play 
a factor in where he plays following. Again, just something to 
consider. 

Sorry, a lot, I know. But I'm trying to educate and inform 
here! 

When do you think Jarvis gets in the lineup? Is Leivo just an 
injury backup that will only play if someone gets hurt? - 
@mgupta2695 

I could've continued my Jarvis thoughts in the previous 
questions but this inquiry being a two-parter allowed me to 
transition away nicely. Thanks for that, Mohit. 

Of course, now that I've laid all of the aforementioned on the 
line regarding Jarvis, he'll inevitably play tomorrow night and 
the rest is history, right? All jokes aside, Brind'Amour has 
been saying he wants to get him in, but it's hard to mess with 
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success. The team is winning and we know most coaches 
won't change a winning lineup, unless forced to. I think 
tomorrow is an option but four games in six days next week, 
including the back-to-back on Thursday and Friday, you 
would have to think that somewhere between now and the 
end of the calendar month we see the debut. 

In regards to Leivo, his potential is certainly much greater 
than being a backup that only gets a crack because of injury. 
If he tears it up in Chicago, he can absolutely force his way 
into the lineup with the big club. If Jarvis does enter a 
winning lineup and eventually goes to play elsewhere, Leivo 
is certainly amongst the first group that could be getting a 
call. I think he knows that if he puts in the work, one phone 
call could change a lot for him. 

Are the Canes Swifties yes or no? - @bethmysoul 

I'm going to be honest, I expected a lot of questions about 
Montreal just due to the recent nature of events. While 
thankfully that wasn't the case (let's move on), I certainly 
wasn't prepared for this. 

I don't even know how to answer it to be honest. This stems 
back to Harry Styles, right? 

Although obviously well predating my time here, who could 
forget the Jeff Skinner - Taylor Swift thing? 

I guess I'll have to ask some of the guys if they like Taylor 
Swift. I don't know who is going to admit it though. 

What's the workload plan for Freddie Andersen this year? 
We all know his history with being overworked on the Leafs. 
He's been incredible so far, but we can't overwork him, we 
need him to be ready for playoff time at 100% - 
@AdrianNeves17 [paraphrased for clarity] 

Alright, a lot going on here. 

First things first, yes, how great has Freddie been? 
Outstanding! Let's not overlook that. I know, small sample, 
but still. 

When it comes to a plan for him, Brind'Amour has said that 
he also wants to get Raanta playing, but how can you take 
Freddie away from the net when he's playing as well as he 
is? As noted in a previous comment, with four games in six 
days upcoming including a back-to-back, the Danish 
netminder will get a well-deserved night off soon. Tripp Tracy 
mentioned on the broadcast last night that he wouldn't be 
surprised if Raanta starts Saturday night against Columbus 
and I could certainly see that with Andersen undoubtedly 
being tabbed Monday night against his old team. 

As long as Freddie is playing the way he is and he feels up 
for it, I say let him run. It's far too soon to be talking about 
playoffs, but I don't hate where your head is at. Raanta is a 
good options alongside Andersen and he'll rightfully receive 
his time soon.
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Andersen set to face Maple Leafs for first time with Hurricanes on Monday 

'Being in the moment' has helped goalie, preparing to play 
against former team 

By Mike Zeisberger 

Frederik Andersen is embracing a new era of his NHL career 
with the Carolina Hurricanes and said he will face his former 
team, the Toronto Maple Leafs, on Monday with mostly good 
memories of that organization and city. 

The goalie played five seasons for the Maple Leafs before he 
agreed to a two-year, $9 million contract (average annual 
value $4.5 million) with the Hurricanes on July 28. Toronto's 
visit to Carolina will be the first time Andersen will be on the 
opposing side since leaving the Maple Leafs. 

"I really enjoyed living in Toronto," the 32-year-old said 
Friday. "It's an amazing city with amazing people. There are 
a lot of friendships I made there, and I'm going to cherish 
them for a long time." 

Andersen sounds rejuvenated these days, and it's reflected 
by his play in the early stages of the season. He's 3-0-0 with 
a 2.00 goals-against average and .938 save percentage, and 
has simplified his game. He also credits the Hurricanes for 
making him feel at home. 

"I've just been preparing and being in the moment and trying 
to get to know everyone and get acclimatized quick," he said. 
"The guys have been really helpful and been really 
welcoming, so that's made the transition really easy. There's 
been quite a bit of turnover on our team, so it's been pretty 
good. The guys that have been here have been pretty good 
and helpful, making all the new guys feel at home right 
away." 

"I think last year I was too hard on myself. Just being in good 
position, being set early and allowing my athletic ability to 
kind of come out. I think that's been working so far." 

Selected by the Anaheim Ducks in the third round (No. 87) of 
the 2012 NHL Draft, Andersen is 229-100-48 with a 2.64 

GAA, .915 save percentage and 19 shutouts in 396 regular-
season games (384 starts) with the Ducks, Maple Leafs and 
Hurricanes. He is fourth in Toronto history with 149 wins, 
behind Turk Broda (304), Johnny Bower (219) and Felix 
Potvin (160). 

"Of course there's a difference in attention in the media and 
stuff like that," Andersen said, comparing Toronto and 
Carolina. "But I think there's pressure everywhere. It's the 
same league, every team out there is trying to win. At the 
end of the day, as a group, we put pressure on ourselves to 
get the best out of us, so I think there's pressure everywhere 
you look." 

Asked about reports that suggested there may have been ill 
will between him and the Maple Leafs prior to his departure, 
Andersen denied the inference. 

"Not at all," he said. "At least not on my part." 

He said one former teammate he misses playing with is 
Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews. The two spent time at 
Matthews' home in Arizona in August after Andersen signed 
with the Hurricanes. 

"I'm going to miss him for sure," Matthews said last month. 
"He's one of my closest friends." 

Andersen said the most frustrating part of his final season in 
Toronto was his struggle with a knee injury that limited him to 
one game after March 19. He finished the season 13-8-3 
with a 2.96 GAA and .895 save percentage in 24 games (23 
starts), and backed up Jack Campbell in the seven games of 
the loss to the Montreal Canadiens in the Stanley Cup First 
Round. 

"I think I did what I could," he said. "I did the best that I could 
to try to get as healthy as possible. It just wasn't enough time 
to feel at my best.  

"That is obviously is in the past. I'm happy to have had the 
summer that I did, to feel healthy and play again."
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Super 16: Panthers new No. 1, Sabres, Devils debut in power rankings 

Capitals jump seven spots, Golden Knights drop out of top 
10 

By Dan Rosen 

The Florida Panthers are No. 1 in the first NHL.com Super 
16 power rankings of the regular season. 

The Panthers were ranked first by 10 of the 14 NHL.com 
staff members who participate in the Super 16 rankings each 
week. They were also ranked No. 2 and No. 4 two times 
each. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are No. 2 this week. They joined the 
Panthers as the only two teams ranked in the top six by all 
14 staff members. 

The Buffalo Sabres and New Jersey Devils are each 
undefeated in the first week of the season and got into the 
power rankings after not being ranked in the preseason 
Super 16 that came out two weeks ago. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, who got one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. FLORIDA PANTHERS (3-0-0) 

Total points: 216 

Preseason rank: No. 6 

Rookie goalie Spencer Knight made 30 saves, including 14 
in a row to close the game, in his season debut, a 4-1 win 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday. The Panthers 
have won their first three games for the second straight 
season. 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (2-0-0) 

Total points: 190 

Preseason rank: No. 5 

Frederik Andersen has allowed five goals on 68 shots (.926 
save percentage) in his first two starts with the Hurricanes, 
who were 7-for-7 on the penalty kill in wins against the New 
York Islanders (6-3) and Nashville Predators (3-2). 

3. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (2-2-0) 

Total points: 161 

Preseason rank: No. 1 

Nikita Kucherov is on long-term injured reserve with a lower-
body injury sustained in a 2-1 overtime win against the 
Washington Capitals on Saturday. The forward has scored 
four points (one goal, three assists) in three games. His 
timetable is not clear, but the Lightning expect him back this 
season. Tampa Bay has scored two or fewer goals in three 
of its four games. 

4. EDMONTON OILERS (3-0-0) 

Total points: 148 

Preseason rank: No. 10 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are off to hot starts, 
scoring eight points apiece. McDavid has four goals and four 
assists; Draisaitl has two goals and six assists. The Oilers 
are 5-for-12 on the power play (41.7 percent); McDavid and 
Draisaitl have combined for seven points on the power play 
(three goals, four assists). 

5. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (2-0-1) 

Total points: 145 

Preseason rank: No. 11 

They scored 11 goals in their two wins and one in their only 
loss. Alex Ovechkin has scored in all three games, including 
two goals in a season-opening 5-1 win against the New York 
Rangers on Oct. 13. 

6. COLORADO AVALANCHE (1-2-0) 

Total points: 137 

Preseason rank: No. 2 

They have allowed 11 goals in their past two games, a 5-3 
loss to the St. Louis Blues on Saturday and 6-3 loss at the 
Capitals on Tuesday, when center Nathan MacKinnon made 
his season debut and was minus-5 with one assist. Colorado 
is 1-for-11 on the power play. 

7. MINNESOTA WILD (3-0-0) 

Total points: 130 

Preseason rank: No. 12 

They have won their first three games despite giving up the 
first goal in each and never leading after the first period. 
They are 4-for-11 on the power play after going 3-for-5 in a 
6-5 come-from-behind overtime win against the Winnipeg 
Jets on Tuesday. 

8. BOSTON BRUINS (1-1-0) 

Total points: 119 

Preseason rank: No. 8 

Goalie Jeremy Swayman started the first two games of the 
season, including a 6-3 loss at the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Wednesday. Linus Ullmark is expected to make his Bruins 
debut against his former team, the Buffalo Sabres, on the 
road Friday. 

9. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (2-0-2) 

Total points: 111 

Preseason rank: No. 15 

Twelve players have scored at least one goal, including a 
Pittsburgh-leading three for forward Danton Heinen and two 
each for forwards Teddy Blueger and Evan Rodrigues. 
Tristan Jarry has allowed five goals on 77 shots (.935 save 
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percentage) in three games. He's 2-0-1 with a 1.62 goals-
against average. 

10. ST. LOUIS BLUES (3-0-0) 

Total points: 101 

Preseason rank: No. 14 

Forward Jordan Kyrou scored an NHL career high for points 
in a game with four (two goals, two assists) in a 7-4 win 
against the Arizona Coyotes on Monday, when the Blues 
scored five goals in 5:07 in the second period. Forward Pavel 
Buchnevich is serving a two-game suspension for head-
butting Coyotes forward Lawson Crouse in that game. 
Buchnevich served the first game of his suspension 
Wednesday at the Vegas Golden Knights, a 3-1 win. 

11. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (1-2-0) 

Total points: 99 

Preseason rank: No. 3 

They are playing without their top two scorers from last 
season, forwards Mark Stone (lower body) and Max 
Pacioretty (lower body). Each was injured in a 6-2 loss to the 
Los Angeles Kings on Oct. 14. Stone had three assists in two 
games before the injury. He scored 61 points (21 goals, 40 
assists) last season. Pacioretty scored 51 points (24 goals, 
27 assists). 

12. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (2-1-1) 

Total points: 95 

Preseason rank: No. 7 

Center Auston Matthews had eight shots on goal, 16 shot 
attempts and won 13 of 15 face-offs in 22:53 in his season 
debut Monday, a 2-1 overtime loss to the Rangers. He 
missed the Maple Leafs' first three games recovering from 
offseason wrist surgery. Toronto has given up seven goals in 
four games, four at 5-on-5. 

13. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (1-2-0) 

Total points: 60 

Preseason rank: No. 4 

Forward Oliver Wahlstrom has scored three goals in his past 
two games, two in an 8:03 span in the third period of a 4-1 
win against the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday. Goalie 
Semyon Varlamov has not played yet this season because of 
soreness, but he practiced Monday and could make his first 
start this week. 

14. BUFFALO SABRES (3-0-0) 

Total points: 31 

Preseason rank: NR 

They have won three in a row to start a season for the first 
time since 2008-09 (4-0-0). Eight players have scored at 
least one goal, including forward Jeff Skinner, who scored in 
the third game (5-2 win against Vancouver Canucks on 
Tuesday) after not scoring his first goal last season until the 
Sabres' 20th game. Fifteen of Buffalo's 20 skaters who have 
played have scored at least one point. 

15. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (2-0-1) 

Total points: 29 

Preseason rank: No. 16 

Carter Hart allowed five goals on 58 shots (.921 save 
percentage) in the first two games before Martin Jones 
started in the win against the Bruins on Wednesday. Hart 
gave up one goal on 24 shots in a 6-1 victory against the 
Seattle Kraken on Monday. Kevin Hayes is skating with the 
team, an indication the center is getting closer to joining the 
lineup following abdominal surgery he had Sept. 21.  

16. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (2-0-0) 

Total points: 27 

Preseason rank: NR 

Jonathan Bernier has made the save on 51 of 56 shots (.911 
save percentage) in two starts with Mackenzie Blackwood 
still sidelined with a heel injury. The Devils have scored eight 
goals despite going 0-for-5 on the power play. Center Jack 
Hughes was placed on injured reserve Thursday with a 
dislocated left shoulder and will be reevaluated in one week. 
An MRI revealed no further damage, Hughes will not require 
surgery and he has started physical therapy. 

Others receiving points: New York Rangers 26; Dallas Stars 
24; San Jose Sharks 18, Winnipeg Jets 15, Detroit Red 
Wings 15; Ottawa Senators 5; Calgary Flames 2 

Dropped out: Jets (No. 9), Stars (No. 13) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. St. Louis Blues; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Winnipeg 
Jets; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Dallas Stars; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Calgary Flames 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 15. New York Rangers; 16. San Jose 
Sharks 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Buffalo Sabres; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. New Jersey Devils; 9. 
San Jose Sharks; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. St. Louis Blues; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
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Boston Bruins; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. San Jose Sharks; 9. 
Buffalo Sabres; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. Detroit Red 
Wings; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. 
Ottawa Senators; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 16. New York 
Rangers 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Minnesota 
Wild; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. New York 
Islanders; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. New York Rangers; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16. 
Buffalo Sabres 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Minnesota Wild; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Edmonton 
Oilers; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
New York Islanders; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. 
Buffalo Sabres 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Boston 
Bruins; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. New York 
Rangers 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Boston Bruins; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Edmonton 
Oilers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. New York 

Islanders; 14. New Jersey Devils; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Calgary 
Flames 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Minnesota Wild; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. St. 
Louis Blues; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. New 
York Rangers 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. New York Rangers; 
16. Buffalo Sabres 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. New York Rangers; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. New 
Jersey Devils 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Buffalo Sabres; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. Ottawa Senators; 16. New Jersey 
Devils

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 23, 2021 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes create website to troll Montreal Canadiens, only to have it hacked 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The Carolina Hurricanes trolled the Montreal Canadiens with 
a satirical website after defeating them on Thursday night, 
only to have that site hacked and turned into an anti-Carolina 
webpage by Friday morning. 

After the Hurricanes beat the Canadiens in Montreal, the 
team sent out a website link to its 506,000 followers on 
Twitter: DidTheHabsLose.com. 

The site featured a banner photo with the word "YES" in bold 
letters. Underneath were two links to buy two Hurricanes 
player T-shirts: One for center Sebastian Aho, whom the 
Canadiens unsuccessfully attempted to sign away from 
Carolina with a free-agent offer sheet in 2019; and one for 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, whom the Hurricanes poached 
from Montreal via an offer sheet last offseason. The shirts 
were on sale for $20 -- which is Aho's number and 
Kotkaniemi's signing bonus -- for anyone using the promo 
code "oui." 

It was an extraordinary bit of postgame gloating and NHL 
social media trolling, and one that managed to make the 
Hurricanes some profit in the process. 

"It's literally our jobs: to entertain and drive revenue. That did 
both of those things," Mike Forman, vice president of 
marketing and brand strategy for the Hurricanes, told ESPN 
on Friday. "If you're a Montreal Canadiens fan, it probably 
rubbed you the wrong way. But we're not building our 
marketing plan around Canadiens fans or Canadian media, 
for that matter. We're building it for our fans." 

Forman said the planning for this stunt started three weeks 
ago at a weekly meeting that included Dan LaTorraca, the 
team's senior director of marketing. 

"We come up with a lot of ideas. Most never see the light of 
day," said Forman. "We decided to reserve a few URLs. 
Obviously, if we lose a game, we aren't going to do anything 
with them." 

The Hurricanes reserved domains for four teams to do the 
same bit they did with the Canadiens. One of those teams is 

the Washington Capitals. Another is the Carolina Hurricanes 
themselves, to cover their bases and be a little self-
deprecating. 

"It won't be any secret. It'll be the teams we had some social 
media fun with over the last few years," Forman said. 

There was discussion about buying URLs for all 32 NHL 
teams. 

"We thought about it. But we're not actual jerks. We're the 
figurative jerks. Our philosophy is that we won't throw a first 
punch. But we'll throw the second punch and we're going to 
try for it to be a knockout," said Forman, referencing the 
"Bunch of Jerks" nickname that former "Hockey Night in 
Canada" commentator Don Cherry gave the team. 

The first deployment of the website trolling was a hit. But 
then an unexpected incident ended the fun early: 
DidTheHabsLose.com was hacked overnight and 
transformed into an anti-Hurricanes website. Carolina owner 
Tom Dundon called Forman on Friday morning to ask him if 
it was an actual hack or if the marketing team had put that up 
there as part of the bit. 

"No, we were actually hacked," said Forman, laughing. 
"Honestly, it's just gaining more traction because of it." 

The team is debating what to do with the hacked website. 

"We may have fun with it, or we may talk with our IT team to 
get it corrected. Either way, we'll do something," Forman 
said. 

While brief, the experiment was a success. The Hurricanes 
once again got the attention of the hockey world with a social 
media stunt and moved some merchandise in the process. 
Helping matters was the fact that Aho and Kotkaniemi both 
scored goals in the victory over Montreal. 

"The fact that we could drive any revenue on a random 
Thursday night is a good win for us," Forman said. "This is 
our brand. We're big and bold. We know we're going to rub a 
lot of people the wrong way, but we're also going to entertain 
people -- especially our fans."
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi Is In The Right Hands 

Carolina's offer sheet gave the Finnish forward a chance to 
reset an NHL career that had been bungled in Montreal. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

I still remember the moment. I was at the 2018 NHL Draft 
Combine in Buffalo when a Montreal reporter came over to 
chat: he said the Canadiens were leaning heavily towards 
taking Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the first round that year. Were 
they going to trade down from No. 3, since Kotkaniemi was 
more top-10 than top-five at the time? Nope. This was wild to 
me: Sure, the Habs needed a center, but you never draft for 
position that high. And Kotkaniemi was still very much a 
project at the time, a player who had struggled at the 
summer's Hlinka-Gretzky tournament, but grew throughout 
the season and finished off strongly at the world under-18s. 
He was still figuring out his skating stride and wasn't even a 
true center, spending time on the left wing as well. 

And then it happened. Montreal did indeed take Kotkaniemi 
third overall, then installed him in the Canadiens lineup right 
away, as an 18-year-old center. Kotkaniemi ended up taking 
the third-most faceoffs on the team, winning just 45.7 percent 
of his draws. His 34 points were pretty decent, but as a 
sophomore, he slumped. He won just 42 percent of his 
faceoffs, put up eight points in 36 games and was mercifully 
sent down to AHL Laval to get his game back on track. 

Last year was slightly better, with Kotkaniemi posting his 
best faceoff percentage yet (47.9 percent), though 20 points 
in 56 games wasn't exactly world-beating. The playoffs were 
better, with Montreal's miracle run to the final aided by some 
solid 'KK' goal-scoring. 

And we all know what happened next: Kotkaniemi signed an 
offer sheet with the Carolina Hurricanes and Montreal 
decided not to match, allowing the youngster a fresh start in 
a new market, on a team with a brighter forecast for the 
2021-22 season. 

Tonight, Kotkaniemi and the Canes play Montreal for the first 
time, but 'KK' will be on the left wing. Carolina is flush down 
the middle with Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, Vince Trocheck 

and new addition Derek Stepan, but Kotkaniemi always 
seemed to be better suited on the left wing anyways: He's 
not a line-driver, he's a triggerman. 

Not only that, but two games into his fourth NHL season, 
Kotkaniemi is still one of the youngest players in the league – 
there are only 34 skaters born after him, some of whom are 
just playing their first-ever pro games. 

Which is a long way of saying that I'm glad Carolina is doing 
right by Kotkaniemi because he's an easy kid to root for. 
Starting with his first NHL media scrums, he was always 
cheerful and enthusiastic. I've been criticizing the Habs for 
their treatment of his development pretty much from Day 1, 
but it was never because I wanted Kotkaniemi to fail – it was 
quite the opposite, in fact. The best thing the Canadiens ever 
did for him was send him to Laval and even then, it was 
months later than it should have been. 

You can't change the past, but there is certainly an alternate 
universe in which Montreal drafts Kotkaniemi, lets him play 
two more seasons in Finland with Assat Pori (where his dad 
was coaching) and then starts him on the wing, with the 
knowledge that Nick Suzuki was ready to become that 
scoring line center they desperately needed to go along with 
shutdown ace Phillip Danault. 

In that scenario, Kotkaniemi arrives in Montreal much more 
prepared for the rigors of NHL hockey and has an extra two 
years of strength and conditioning under his belt. As a left 
winger, he also has less responsibility on the defensive side 
of the puck and can concentrate on using his talents to 
produce offense. 

Unfortunately, Kotkaniemi instead had to take the hard road. 
But hopefully now he gets that reset in Carolina, where he 
can take his game to the next level and do so on the left 
wing, while Aho plays his excellent two-way game down the 
middle. 

If Kotkaniemi succeeds, then the offer sheet will look like a 
stroke of genius by the Canes. And it will be a harsh lesson 
in development for the Canadiens.
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Frederik Andersen Relishing in New Opportunity with Hurricanes 

After an ill-fated end to his time in Toronto, Frederik 
Andersen is back with the team that first drafted him in 2010 
– and he's thriving, too. The next challenge? Showing once 
more that he's the real deal. 

By Steven Ellis 

Call it a homecoming, if you will. 

A strange one, given Frederik Andersen never actually 
played for the Carolina Hurricanes in the past. But he was 
drafted by them back in 2010 before being unable to reach 
an agreement, allowing Andersen to Anaheim at the 2012 
selection process. 

Eleven years later, things have certainly changed. 

The net, in Andersen's words, was busy at the time with Cam 
Ward at the helm. There was no room for Andersen, the 
team's seventh-round pick, to make it up the ladder with a 
clear path. But over a decade later, Andersen has proven to 
be a solid NHL starting goaltender, with an all-star game 
appearance to his credit back in 2020. 

It hasn't always been sunshine and rainbows, though. 

Andersen was tasked with being Toronto's No. 1 five 
seasons. He had some good moments, highlighted by a 38-
win 2017-18 season, and was often Toronto's best playoff 
performer. But there were nights where he wasn't – Game 5 
against Columbus in 2020, for example – that put a damper 
on his time in T.O. Injuries limited his action in 2020-21 and 
he ultimately lost the starting job to Jack Campbell heading 
into the playoffs, rendering an end to what should have been 
a more successful era in Toronto. With no playoff series 
wins, it was just another chapter in a dark history that has 
been Toronto's playoff woes for over 50 years. 

So Andersen is back in Carolina, where it, somewhat, all 
began. And he's loving the opportunity, starting the season 
3-0-0. He's typically been pretty hit or miss at the start of 
seasons, but it's been truly a successful start to his time in 
Raleigh. 

"It's a nice group," Anderson told reporters on Friday 
afternoon. "I'm just trying to focus on every game and every 
shot. The guys have been really helpful and really welcoming 
so that has made the transition amazing." 

The 2020-21 season was a struggle for Andersen. Outside of 
injuries, his play was inconsistent and he cost the Leafs 
some games along the way en route to losing out to 
Campbell when it mattered most. Andersen said he didn't 
make any major changes to his game, but is focusing on 
bringing it all back to where he believes it can be. 

"I think last year I was too hard on myself," Andersen said. 
"Just being in good position, being set early and allow my 

athletic ability to kind of come out and I think that's been 
working so far." 

It's a small sample size – and get used to that term on a 
recurring basis over the next few weeks – but, so far, the 
numbers are playing in his favor. At 5-on-5, Andersen has a 
.942 save percentage with a 1.21 goals-saved-above-
average, good for 11th in both categories among goalies with 
at least three games played.  

What changed? Andersen is healthy, playing in a strong 
defensive system and thriving in a new environment. And 
that can be a big thing, especially for a goaltender where 
their mental game is massive. For example, playing in 
Carolina brings on a lot less pressure than playing in a 
hockey-crazed atmosphere like Toronto. 

"Of course there's a difference (in pressure), especially with 
media and stuff like that. But I think there's pressure 
everywhere. Every team is out there trying to win. We have 
pressure within ourselves and we want to get the best out of 
each other. So I think there's definitely pressure everywhere, 
it's just a matter of controlling it."  

The Hurricanes have ridden Andersen through their entire 
schedule so far, and it only makes sense. He's playing well 
and we know, based on his overall career, that Andersen can 
be a game-changer when he gets hot. It just might not feel 
that way because it's been a while since that was the case. 

But he's comfortable in his new digs, and you can see that in 
his game. Andersen is back to being calm, cool and collected 
and hasn't had many brainfarts that became commonplace 
during the end of his Leafs' tenure. Andersen doesn't seem 
to be feeling the effects of his lower-body ailment that put 
him in out of commission down the stretch last year. He's 
tracking pucks, he's twisting and turning quickly and doing a 
great job of cutting off angles and making big stops. 

That's all the Hurricanes can ask from him. After leaving Petr 
Mrazek behind – who, funny enough, replaced Andersen in 
Toronto – the Hurricanes see themselves as Stanley Cup 
contenders again like most people believe. Is Andersen 
capable of taking this group far towards glory? That's the 
challenge right now, but he's giving his team a shot every 
night.  

This season should be an interesting one for the 32-year-old 
goaltender from Denmark. He's expected to be the starting 
goalie for his country when they make their Olympic debut in 
Beijing next February and the pressure of playing for a 
contender should keep Andersen in the limelight.  

The next challenge? Proving he's a true No. 1 in the NHL 
still. So far, so good.
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About Last Night: KK feeling A-OK 

The Canes moved to 3-0 Thursday night with a win in 
Montreal, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi silenced the boos with a 
strong performance.  

By taliagoodman 

It was a near-perfect performance by the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday night as they beat the Montreal 
Canadiens 4-1, on the road. 

Highlighted by Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s first goal as a Hurricane, 
the team’s offense was explosive and goalie Frederik 
Andersen remained strong behind them, saving 28 of 29 
shots.  

With the win, the Hurricanes remained unbeaten and 
improve to 3-0-0.  

KK feeling A-OK after first goal 

In his first appearance back at Centre Bell, Montreal fans 
showed their displeasure with Canes recent offer-sheet 
acquisition, Kotkaniemi. He was greeted with a sea of boos 
as he came onto the ice, and it continued throughout the 
entirety of the game. However, Kotkaniemi just laughed it off.  

“That’s tough for anybody, whether you’re a young kid or not, 
but I think he was expecting that reaction,” said Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour after the win. “That’s just the way it is, so 
he answered that the best way he could.” 

Kotkaniemi buried his first goal as a Hurricane back in his 
former team’s arena, and it was an important one. The 
redirect was scored off a feed from Brady Skjei back at the 
blue line and extended the Canes lead to 3-1 with 10:37 
remaining in regulation.  

“I just think it was meant to be. It felt really good,” Kotkaniemi 
said.  

It was all smiles both on the ice and on the bench for KK’s 
first goal with the team. He ended the game with a goal on 
three shots and finished with three hits.  

The challenge 

The Canes took two penalties early in the first period which 
were partially balanced by a Canadiens hooking call in the 
middle, making it 4-on-3. The Canes penalty kill thrived early, 
but with just under 30 seconds remaining in Andrei 
Svechnikov’s slashing penalty at 5-on-4, Brendan Gallagher 
appeared to have scored.  

After a challenge by Carolina, however, the goal was 
overturned due to goaltender interference, as Gallagher 
initiated contact and was in the crease at the time of the tip-
in.  

“With goalie interference, it’s always been a crap-shoot,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You just don’t know. But by the letter of 
the law, he’s in the crease and he bumps the goalie.” 

Aho put on a show 

Just 23 seconds into the second period and with five 
seconds remaining on a Canes power play, Sebastian Aho 
netted his first goal of the season. It was a slap shot off of a 
phenomenal feed from Teuvo Teravainen, with Tony 
DeAngelo picking up the secondary assist.  

The goal put the Canes on the board for a 1-0 lead. It was 
Aho’s 146th of his career, passing Sami Kapanen for the 
most goals by a Finnish-born player in franchise history.  

Aho scored his second goal of the night, an empty netter, 
with 35 seconds remaining. This gave the Canes a 4-1 lead. 
He ended the game with two goals on five shots.  

Svechnikov scores…again 

Svechnikov’s name has been all over the score sheet thus 
far this season, and that trend continued Thursday night. 
Less than two minutes after Aho’s opening goal of the night, 
Svechnikov roofed a feed from Martin Necas and extended 
the lead to 2-0.  

“It’s got to be one of the hardest wrist shots in the league,” 
Aho commented on Svechnikov’s shot.  

The goal made Svechnikov just the fourth skater in the last 
35 years to record consecutive season-opening goal streaks 
of at least three games, putting him in good company with 
Filip Forsberg, Auston Matthews and Michel Goulet, per NHL 
Public Relations.  

Svechnikov ended the game with one goal on seven shots.  

Canes had some very special teams 

The Canes scored during their lone chance on the power 
play, with Aho capitalizing on a backdoor play. Although we 
didn’t see much of the man-advantage last night, what we 
did see was impressive.  

The penalty kill was more of the same, with Carolina killing 
off five of six penalties last night. Although they shouldn’t 
have taken as many penalties as they did, they handled it 
with ease for the most part. The Hurricanes did a great job 
not only clearing the puck, but also forming short-handed 
opportunities.  

Jordan Staal was the recipient of two short-handed chances, 
one coming in the first period and a near-goal sighting in the 
third. Overall, the penalty kill performed well last night, and 
the lone goal-against that came shorthanded was not the 
result of poor play from Carolina.  
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“We gave up one, but when you’re in the box that much, 
that’s not good, so we did a heck of a job there. Our killers 
came out big and our goalie was great tonight again,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Andersen continues to shine in net 

Frederik Andersen has now begun his Carolina career with 
three straight victories and also had a stellar .964 SV%, 
saving all but one shot last night.  

He saved 28 of 29 shots against the Canadiens. In his first 
three starts, his GAA is 2.00 and his overall SV% is .938.  

The Great Dane has proven to be a reliable, crafty and 
capable starting goalie despite early pressure, stopping 

seemingly impossible shots on even-strength and 
shorthanded shifts.  

He’s silenced some of the skeptics that have questioned Don 
Waddell’s moves to let Petr Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic and 
James Reimer go and replace the goalie pool with Andersen 
and Antti Rantta.  

What’s next? 

Carolina continues its road trip on Saturday, traveling to 
Columbus to face the 3-1-0 Blue Jackets at 7 p.m.  

With Andersen making all three of the Canes first starts, we 
may see backup netminder Raanta get his first start in a 
Canes uniform on Friday.

 

Focus, fundamentals fueling Andersen to hot start 

The Canes are 3-0-0 to start the new season, with new 
netminder Frederik Andersen getting the win in all three 
games.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Canes are off to a hot start this season, and so too is 
Carolina’s new netminder, Frederik Andersen.  

Andersen, coming off a few unsightly seasons in Toronto, 
signed with the Canes this offseason, and he’s made a 
splash in his first three NHL games with the team that 
originally drafted him all the way back in 2010.  

Through three games, Andersen is 3-0-0, boasting an 
impressive .938 save percentage and 2.00 GAA. In his last 
two games, Andersen’s save percentage is .956, having 
stopped 65 of 68 shots faced.  

“I’ve just been in a nice groove,” Andersen said. “I think I’m 
staying within my process and trying to focus on every game, 
every shot. The guys have played well in front of me. I think 
they work hard to try and limit some of the chances and 
make it easier for me. I’m obviously happy with the results so 
far.” 

For Andersen, a change of scenery has appeared to make 
somewhat of a difference, though it is still very early in the 
young season. He joked that the Raleigh weather has been 
nicer, but also spoke highly of Rod Brind’Amour and the 
culture of the team.  

Andersen, who has had some really strong seasons in his 
NHL career in the past, is looking to rebound from some 
tough years with the Hurricanes, and he’s getting started in 
the right direction.  

For him, it’s less about physical changes and more about his 
mindset, as he’s getting back to some of the things that have 
made him a successful goaltender in the past.  

“I wouldn’t say there’s changes, just reminders and some 
things that I had lost a little bit in my game before,” Andersen 
said. “I was making it a little too hard on myself. Just be in a 
good position, being set early and allowing my athletic ability 
to kind of come out. That’s what has been working so far.” 

There’s a whole lot of season ahead for Andersen and the 
Canes, but so far there can be no real complaints on either 
end. The Hurricanes are 3-0-0, with Andersen in net for all 
three so far.  

It’s been a good start for a group that has retooled and is 
ready to compete once again, with Andersen leading the 
early charge between the pipes. 

“I think there’s pressure everywhere,” Andersen said. “Every 
team is out there to try to win. That’s really what it is at the 
end of the day. This group here, we have pressure within 
ourselves. We want to get the best out of each other. I think 
there’s going to be pressure everywhere you look. It’s just a 
matter of focusing on the things you can control. It’s been a 
good start for us so far.”
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Makiniemi shines in debut 

Makiniemi rejects 41 shots while Cotton, Chatfield and Smith 
score  

In his first professional game in North America, 22-year-old 
Finland native Eetu Makiniemi stopped 41 shots to lead the 
Chicago Wolves to a 3-2 victory over the Milwaukee 
Admirals Friday night at Panther Arena. 

Forwards David Cotton and C.J. Smith and defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield scored for the Wolves (1-1-0-0) while captain 
Andrew Poturalski dished out two assists in Chicago’s first 
win of the year. 

Cotton opened the scoring with 3:15 left in the first period. 
David Gust and Ryan Suzuki battled to win the puck in the 
corner, then Suzuki slid a short pass to Cotton at the bottom 
of the left circle for a one-timer that whizzed past goaltender 
Devin Cooley’s head for his first goal of the season. 

The Wolves pushed their lead to 2-0 on Chatfield’s tally at 
16:26 of the second. Chicago controlled the puck in the 
offensive zone for nearly a full minute, then Poturalski seized 
control, skated behind the net and flipped a perfect backhand 
pass to Chatfield at the right faceoff dot for a one-timer that 
picked the left corner. 

The Wolves earned a crucial insurance goal with a perfect 
tic-tac-toe from Poturalski to rookie center Jack Drury to 
Smith for a power-play goal that made it 3-0 with 11:40 
remaining. 

Milwaukee (1-1-0-0) finally got on the board with 3:01 left in 
regulation on 20-year-old rookie Egor Afanasyev’s first 
professional goal in North America — a power-play tally that 
came after the Admirals pulled their goalie to have a 6-on-4 
advantage. Milwaukee’s Matt Tennyson converted another 6-
on-4 advantage with 11 seconds to go. 

Midway through the second period, Makiniemi gave the 
Wolves a lift by rejecting back-to-back breakaways by the 
Admirals’ Anthony Richard. 

Admirals goaltender Devin Cooley (1-1-0), who made his 
AHL debut with the Wolves last season, stopped 28 of 31 
shots in the loss. 

Saturday is Hockey Night in Chicago, which means the 
Wolves are hosting a rematch with Milwaukee at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at Allstate Arena. To get the best seats for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Night, which benefits A Silver Lining 
Foundation, visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-THE-
WOLVES.
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Why young Canes Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas expect their 
strong start to continue 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The subject was the initiation of young players into the NHL and the trials 
and travails that must be endured in the league. 

You know, like a hard cross-check in the back. 

Or a punch in the face from Alex Ovechkin. 

Or having Andrei Vasilevskiy in net stopping every good shot you make. 

As Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes put it, “You’ve got to 
learn to play with the big boys.” 

Svechnikov, 21, isn’t a little boy and wasn’t when he came into the 
league in October 2018, the Canes’ first-round pick in that year’s draft 
and the second overall selection. Even at 18, he was physically the 
match of most players he faced. 

“The guy looks like a Russian weight lifter,” Canes forward Jordan 
Martinook joked at the time. 

It was different for Canes forward Martin Necas. He now weighs 190 
pounds. That’s 25 more than on the day the Czech Republic native was 
made a first-round pick by Carolina in 2017, when he was all arms and 
legs. 

A growing Canes’ chemistry 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour has the two playing on the same line, 
centered by veteran Vincent Trocheck. Svechnikov has four goals in the 
first three games — Necas with two primary assists — in the Canes’ 3-0-
0 start. 

“Those guys are really blossoming,” Brind’Amour told the media 
Thursday. 

It was Necas with the perfect setup pass for a Svechnikov score off the 
rush Saturday in a 3-2 win over the Nashville Predators. On Thursday, 
Necas threaded a pass to Svechnikov at the bottom of the right circle and 
Svechnikov didn’t miss on a top-shelf beauty of a shot in the Canes’ 4-1 
win at Montreal. 

canesjersey 

Carolina Hurricanes forwards Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov are 
playing on the same line and their merchandise also is side by side in the 
team store at PNC Arena. Chip Alexander 

Svechnikov has the strength to survive and thrive. Necas, 22, uses his 
speed and quick hands. But good players are always being tested on the 

ice as the other team’s guys probe for weaknesses and soft spots in a 
player’s game. 

“My first year when I came, it was pretty hard (against) that speed and 
that skill,” Svechnikov said in a recent interview. “I had to catch up. But 
every year you’ve got more experience and that’s most important.” 

Svechnikov strides forward 

There are tests — of Svechnikov’s mettle, patience, maturity, experience. 

In a January 2020 game against the Washington Capitals at PNC Arena, 
the Caps’ Brendan Leipsic shoved Svechnikov to the ice as a period 
ended. The Caps’ Nic Dowd picked up Svechnikov’s stick and tossed it 
over the glass to a Canes fan wearing a Svechnikov No. 37 jersey. That 
earned Dowd a 10-minute misconduct. 

The word on Svechnikov: Try to rattle him, irritate him, get him off his 
game. 

Svechnikov wasn’t happy with his two penalties in Thursday’s game in 
Montreal — a slashing call, then a tripping penalty. But he responded 
with the goal for a 2-0 lead and had a game-high seven shots. 

“Svech is taking another step but he can’t take the penalties,” 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “He’s a very competitive guy. He has to 
know that they’re going to try to get under his skin and he can’t retaliate. 
They always get the guy who retaliates.” 

IMG_0710.JPG 

Carolina Hurricanes rookies Andrei Svechnikov, left, and Martin Necas 
were hoping to play together in the 2018-19 season. That had to wait a 
season. Chip Alexander calexander@newsobserver.com 

Necas shows off his speed 

Necas draws a lot of attention for his elite speed — and apparently a 
round of golf with singer Harry Styles — and has set rather simple goals 
for himself in his third full NHL season. 

“Get better every season. That’s my expectation,” he said in a recent 
media interview. “Step up a little bit, play a bigger role. Maybe win more 
of those battles in front of the net and keep playing with the confidence 
that I have.” 

Necas had 14 goals and 41 points in 53 games last season. That was a 
confidence-booster entering the third year of his entry-level contract, 
Necas having seen Svechnikov sign an eight-year, $62 million deal after 
his first three years. 

“I think I haven’t shown my best,” Necas said. “I can still be better.” 

Brind’Amour and the Canes are counting on it. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-FM 99.9 

News Observer LOADED: 10.23.2021 
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How the Hurricanes create a viral moment: Inside the art of throwing ‘the 
second punch,’ with the NHL’s top trolls 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 22, 2021  

 

Sebastian Aho’s first goal of the season — a power-play bomb to open 
the second period Thursday in Montreal that eventually contributed to a 
4-1 win over the Canadiens — meant different things to different people. 

For Aho, it was a sign that his October scoring woes are now a ghost of 
seasons past (he’d end the night with two goals and an assist). 

For Montreal, it was the bitter appetizer before a main course that was 
even harder to swallow. 

For Hurricanes fans, it meant bragging rights and reassurance. 

“How was it, beating your old team?” a member of the Montreal media 
asked Aho after the game, jokingly referring to Aho’s brief time affiliated 
with the Canadiens in between signing an offer sheet with them as a 
restricted free agent on July 1, 2019, and the Hurricanes’ decision to 
match it days later. 

“Not my old team,” he said. 

For the Hurricanes’ marketing and social teams, though, Aho’s goal was 
particularly enticing. Maybe they could actually go through with an idea 
they’d planned 12 days earlier. 

“All right, if we go into the third period with a lead, we’re pushing the site 
live,” senior director of marketing Dan LaTorraca said with a look to vice 
president of marketing and branding Mike Forman, both watching the 
game at a popular local spot, Tobacco Road Sports Cafe and Brewery. 
“So now the shirts will be $20 — unless we want to go with the $20.82.” 

“The $20 is enough. That sends a message,” Forman said. “The 82 is 
just a kick in the nuts.” 

The 20 was a reference to Aho’s number, and 82 a reference to the 
number of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the RFA the Hurricanes successfully 
offer-sheeted away from the Canadiens this offseason — the first time 
that’s happened in the NHL since Dustin Penner in 2007. 

The Canes had registered the domain “didthehabslose.com” almost two 
weeks before Thursday’s game — just in case. They also registered 
several iterations of “didthecaneslose.com,” just to be safe. 

“This was completely inspired by didarkansaslose.com,” LaTorraca 
explained. “Arkansas tweeted that, and it caught our eye. We thought we 
could do that and make it better by adding a retail component.” 

EVERYTHING THE @CANES DID HERE IS ABSOLUTELY TOP 
CLASS TROLLING. BRAVO. #DIDTHEHABSLOSE 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YFJKJC2ZIZ 

— ANGELO FICO (@ANGIEFI7) OCTOBER 22, 2021 

LMAOOOO PIC.TWITTER.COM/QIWBH2XGM5 

— NET FRONT DVORAK (@CAUFIELDHABS2) OCTOBER 22, 2021 

The Canes made just under $10,000 on those T-shirts before the site got 
hacked. Now it’s a playfully hateful domain, with a huge “CAROLINA 
HURRICANES SUCK” header and a “just spreading the truth to a bunch 
of … (it’s copyrighted but you get it)” subhead. 

Yes, “bunch of jerks” is copyrighted, as shown in the photo of the former 
website in the fine print. Where else do you think all of this T-shirt money 
comes from? And true to their opportunistic form, the Canes were thrilled 
the website was hacked. The website, which now says that the 

Hurricanes are “not even a real team,” declares that the popular North 
Carolina fast-food chain Cookout “is trash.” One hacker’s trash is another 
man’s potential endorsement deal. 

“I’m hoping we can flip this into a Cookout sponsorship,” LaTorraca said. 
“Profiting off insults is like our off-menu brand pillar.” 

HATE US ALL YOU WANT, BUT DON’T YOU DARE INSULT 
@COOKOUT PIC.TWITTER.COM/VPR4NHXVHQ 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) OCTOBER 22, 2021 

The Canes are brazen in their approach to social media, marketing, 
management — you name it — but don’t take that to mean they’re 
impulsive. 

Things that seem to be happening in real time have sometimes been 
planned weeks in advance, with approval from general manager Don 
Waddell and owner Tom Dundon. There’s trust, respect and familiarity 
between the organization’s social team and front office that isn’t common 
in the NHL. 

Part of this is a director of marketing who has dipped his toe into several 
major sports leagues and knows what works. Part of it is a GM who 
knows what it’s like to fail in a non-hockey market. And part of this is an 
owner who craves relevancy — for better and worse. 

The results show in moments like the website launch, or the team’s 
statement after signing Kotkaniemi, mimicking Marc Bergevin’s after he 
signed Aho, or countless other examples. But what does the process that 
leads to those results look like? To find out, while The Athletic Canadiens 
reporter Arpon Basu was beautifully chronicling the events of Thursday 
night in Montreal, I was watching the game with LaTorraca and Forman 
at Tobacco Road. 

Here are the highlights of our conversation: 

Brendan Gallagher appears to score the game’s first goal during the first 
period. 

Civian: Are you freaking out right now, like when they score a goal? 

LaTorraca: I lost the Super Bowl (working for the Carolina Panthers), 
Sara. This is Game 3 of the regular season. 

Civian: But, I mean, are you in the group chat like, “We gotta tweet this 
certain thing”? Or have you delegated this enough where you’re not even 
thinking about it? 

LaTorraca: Our hires are so good at what they do, I haven’t sent a tweet 
from the Canes since ESPN called us the Panthers, and that was only 
because I have a history with the Panthers. Win, lose, at this point in the 
game, there’s always fun to be had. 

Forman: They’re challenging for goaltender interference. 

LaTorraca: Let’s check in on our digital team and see how they’re doing. 
One thing I will always Slack to our digital team at times like this is, 
“We’re going to win this game.” Even if we’re down four goals, I want 
them to maintain confidence. Put stuff out there in the sense that we’re 
going to win this game, even if it comes down to the last minute. I’m 
wrong a lot, but it’s important to kind of make sure that we operate that 
way. 

LaTorraca: Oh, look at that! (The goal was overturned.) He’s (Rod 
Brind’Amour) batting a million on those. 

The game moves into the first intermission. 

Civian: Do you guys have any what I call “graveyard ledes,” where I write 
something really good and have to erase the whole thing when it doesn’t 
happen? What’s the biggest or best thing you never got to use? 

LaTorraca: Here’s the thing. We have been so lucky over the past few 
years that a lot of the stuff we’ve wanted to do, we’ve gotten to do. Like 
when we beat the Capitals in the playoffs, we had that “bend the knee” 
tweet written, what, two weeks in advance? 
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BEND THE KNEE HTTPS://T.CO/0IQ7MTVZ7B 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) APRIL 25, 2019 

Forman: Before the series even started, we identified their Tom Wilson 
tweet and said, “(If we win), we’re going to quote tweet that with ‘bend 
the knee’ at the end of the series.” 

Forman: There’s some player transaction stuff that we have to build up 
(for nothing). We had a pretty high-profile goalie’s illustration made this 
offseason, because we thought there was a good chance it was going to 
happen. It was an awesome graphic. Never saw the light of day. 

Civian: And that takes a lot of genuine communication with Don and 
Tom, right? Do you feel like you guys get a lot of that compared with 
other teams? 

LaTorraca: It’s the best I’ve ever had by a mile. Better than any other 
team I have ever worked for. It allows us to capitalize on these things in 
an impactful way when we have this process in place. This isn’t to 
diminish anywhere else I’ve worked — communication has always been 
good. But here we are included early enough to capitalize, sell a T-shirt, 
anything like that. It really does help. And Mike has such a fantastic 
relationship with Don and Tom, there’s a high level of trust there. 

Civian: I feel like Don gets it from working in Atlanta, right? He knows 
what fails in a small or non-hockey market. 

Forman: Don has been the GM, the president, the coach, every role 
possible with the Thrashers. He knows what we need to do in a non-
traditional market. Then he has an owner like Tom. Tom’s edict to us is: 
“Go have fun. Draw attention to us. Make us relevant.” There’s even 
times where we have had to peel Tom back. Tom will have an idea and 
we’re like, “Ahh, that tweet is a little too much.” But they give us 
autonomy, and they let us have fun. The two of us know the times where 
we need to go to them and the times where we’re like, “This isn’t going to 
get us in trouble.” We don’t need approval to put a banner tweet up. It’s 
gonna rub some people the wrong way, and that’s OK. 

Civian: That rubs me the wrong way. Like, we get it, and the Canes put 
up a regular-season banner, too. You guys harping on this has annoyed 
me. 

Forman: We know that, but we’re here to serve our fans. And if our fans 
like it, we’re doing our job. (It doesn’t matter if) it rubs media the wrong 
way, if it rubs Nashville the wrong way. And one thing we wanted to 
clarify on the record is that Nashville did actually block us, and they 
accused us of making that up! We are a lot of things — we are jerks, 
we’re absolute jerks — but we’re not liars, and they accused us of lying 
there. We literally were blocked. It’s never personal with anyone, not 
even Washington. A teeny bit personal, there. 

Civian: What does it feel like going from when the team was having a fun 
underdog run, and now it’s at the top of the league and maybe there’s 
things you shouldn’t say? 

Forman: Our typical philosophy is: We don’t throw the first punch. But we 
will throw the second punch, and it will be a KO. 

Civian: Do you guys ever plan things with other teams, or does it just 
happen off the cuff? 

LaTorraca: Not really. In the NFL, we did all the time. We even had 
scripted things, and we talked to each other offline. I’ve never really 
talked to anybody on the other teams, which is probably why they hate us 
so much (laughing). 

Forman: There’s some leaguewide initiatives that are more like threads, 
but beyond that, there’s not a ton. Honestly, I wish clubs did collaborate a 
little more, and I also wish things were less personal. We’re having fun 
with the brand — not the person behind the brand. 

About the Aho offer sheet … 

Forman: We basically got no heads-up because our team got no heads-
up. And it happened on July 1; he gets the offer sheet, and we all kind of 

laughed about it. Dan was in my office, Don was in my office and Tom 
was on speakerphone, like, minutes after the offer sheet. We asked Tom 
point-blank if there was any chance we weren’t matching this offer. Tom 
said, “Zero chance.” So we were like, “We can have fun with it?” Tom 
basically said, “Do whatever the hell you want.” 

This was one of those situations where we had to peel back a little bit — 
there were a lot of ideas. I remember a few minutes later, we were like, 
“What if we just had fun immediately with a poll on Twitter?” 

WILL WE MATCH THE OFFER SHEET FOR SEBASTIAN AHO? 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) JULY 1, 2019 

We went back and forth on the language a bit, then that became our 
best-performing poll ever. 

Civian: It was just funny at the time, all these people saying the Canes 
weren’t going to match it or speculating when you guys were putting this 
content out. Like: Imagine you put that stuff out and the Canes didn’t 
match it? That just wouldn’t happen. 

Forman: If you see things coming from us that have to do with players 
and personnel, we’re not going rogue on those things. That always 
comes from higher up, from our owner and GM. When they confirm 
something for us, then we have fun with it. 

Civian: This whole situation has just been the funniest dynamic, where 
the Canadiens are so traditional, then their media is losing their minds 
trying to figure out what’s happening. Meanwhile, I’m like, “Well, the 
Canes are tweeting this stuff out — clearly they’re matching it.” 

Forman: With the KK one, I remember seeing people tweet at you, like, 
“Well, what if Carolina was in the other shoes? They wouldn’t be having 
fun with it.” And I’m like, “We literally had fun with it in the other shoes 
two years ago.” 

… and the Kotkaniemi offer sheet 

Forman: So that was a Saturday last August. I was at Canes Crew 
tryouts, and I get a text from Don to me and (vice president of 
communications and team services) Mike Sundheim at 11 a.m., being 
like, “Hey do you have 10 minutes?” That is not a common Saturday 
morning text from Don. So both Sunny and I are like, “Of course.” So he 
calls us and tells us something might be going down. He’s like: “Well, 
we’ve been trying to acquire Jesperi Kotkaniemi via trade, and it doesn’t 
look like that’s going to happen. If that doesn’t happen, there’s a chance 
we offer-sheet him.” 

I’m like, “OK, how quickly will that happen?” He says, “Today.” 

So the funny part of all this is a lot of us read, looking back, that the 
Hurricanes were plotting this for years and months and weeks, when we 
literally found out that morning that “something might go down.” My first 
call is to Dan, like, “We gotta brainstorm some ideas.” Early in the 
morning, we had a simple, initial graphic built, in case it actually 
happened. Then we started brainstorming a few other ideas. 

LaTorraca: We actually thought of the Uno reverse card at the same 
exact time — that’s how on the same page we are. 

Forman: I’m still at the pool with my family. It’s a random Saturday in 
August, remember. Don calls me and goes, “Yeah, it’s going down. 
We’re doing this. Do you think we can have fun with this?” I’m like, “Hell 
yeah, we can have fun with this.” We had some ideas of how to do it, with 
the dollar amounts and the signing bonus. Collectively, between PR, 
marketing, Tom and Don, we decided to just go all-in on it. We called out 
the Aho signing bonus, what we thought would be Kotkaniemi’s number 
15. Everyone just kind of said, “Yeah, let’s go for it.” 

Civian: On that press conference, the Habs media seemed in total 
disbelief when Don said you guys all worked together on this, and a 
reporter actually said “So, was it the social media team’s idea to do this 
offer sheet?” 
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Forman: The social and marketing teams don’t make player personnel 
decisions, but if you tell us these decisions are happening, then we can 
have fun with it. No, we didn’t say, “Yes, we need to make this PR stunt 
for social.” Tom and Don didn’t make a $6.1 million PR stunt. They 
actually wanted this player. So we went all-in, then we took a step back. I 
don’t think we posted anything about it for six days. Like, I don’t think we 
posted again until the day it became official. We have to know when it’s 
too much at times, too. We had those conversations internally. Especially 
the day of the signing, we made sure we turned it into Jesperi the player. 
He’s actually a person. He’s a player on the team.” 

Back to the game. Kotkaniemi scores. 

LaTorraca: The Hockey Gods really do like us a lot. 

Forman: The universe: huge Caniac. 
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Boone Jenner is Blue Jackets' duct tape, but stretching him too thin is a 
concern 

Freshly-minter captain is a do-it-all player, but logging too many minutes 
could be counter productive for coach Brad Larsen. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Boone Jenner is the duct tape of the Blue Jackets’ lineup.  

He’s capable of playing all forward positions, but it’s the captain’s ability 
to win faceoffs, play center and make an impact on special teams that 
now have warning lights flashing on coach Brad Larsen’s dashboard.  

Jenner has topped 20 minutes in the each of the Jackets’ past two 
games, including a whopping 25:07 in a 4-1 loss Tuesday in Detroit and 
21:45 Thursday in a 3-2 overtime victory over the New York Islanders.  

Boone Jenner:Blue Jackets pull no surprise naming Boone Jenner 
captain: 'He was the obvious choice' 

Columbus Blue Jackets:The time for Blue Jackets' Vladislav Gavrikov to 
lead is now or never 

Michael Arace:It may be that the Blue Jackets' first three games are a 
template for 2021-22: Michael Arace 

“It’s too much,” Larsen said before the game Thursday. “It’s for all the 
reasons he’s on the ice. It’s because it’s a tight game (Tuesday), he’s 
good in faceoffs, he can kill penalties, he’s net-front on our first unit 
power play. We had four (power play) opportunities. So, it’s like those 
minutes piled up real quickly on him (in Detroit).”  

Jenner started the season on the third line, providing support to 18-year 
old rookie center Cole Sillinger. He was moved to center of the top line 
toward the end of a 2-1 OT victory last Saturday against the Seattle 
Kraken, a role that also led to a jump in ice time. His key roles as the 
Jackets’ net-front guy on the top power play unit and as one of their top 
penalty-killing forwards took it even higher. 

Against the Red Wings, Jenner logged 4:29 on power plays, 3:38 killing 
penalties and 17:00 at even strength.  

“You try to divvy them out, but then you’re reading the game and what’s 
going on and the situation of the game,” Larsen said. “He can be reliable 
in a lot of those different situations.”  

His effectiveness is the concern.  

Jenner is no stranger to playing a lot, including a career-high 48:26 in the 
Blue Jackets’ five-overtime loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning in the 2020 

playoffs, but making it a habit won’t end well. His ice time against the 
Red Wings was the most he’s ever logged during the regular season and 
the amount he played against the Islanders was among his top 20 ice-
time amounts in nine seasons.  

“You don’t want it up that high,” Larsen said. “I don’t think he’s as 
effective when it gets that high. I don’t think many forwards are. That’s 
just too many minutes. So, hopefully we’re not in that situation where 
we’re going to have to do that too much.”  

Blue Jackets flipped possession game on New York Islanders 

Elvis Merzlikins bailed the Blue Jackets out multiple times against the 
Islanders, but the goalie’s workload was most challenging in the second 
period.   

New York cycled the puck inside the Columbus zone for extended shifts, 
hounded the Jackets with a heavy forechecking presence and eventually 
took a 1-0 lead on Scott Mayfield’s goal just past the midpoint.   

According to NaturalStatTrick.com, the Islanders dominated even-
strength possession with an 11-5 edge in shots, 71% to 29% advantage 
in attempts (15-6) and margins of 8-3 in scoring chances and 4-2 in high-
danger scoring chances.   

Goals scored 33 seconds apart by Jenner and rookie Cole Sillinger gave 
Columbus an unexpected 2-1 lead at the second intermission, but the 
Islanders used their possession game to tie it again, 2-2, on Mathew 
Barzal’s equalizer at 5:03 of the third.   

That’s when the Blue Jackets finally turned the tables, controlling the 
action for most the final 15 minutes of regulation — leading to a 6-2 
margin in high-danger chances in the third period.  

“We were on top of them,” Blue Jackets forward Jakub Voracek said. 
“What I really like about the (team) is that when we were down against 
Seattle in the third period, we absolutely dominated that third. And I think 
we were the better team in the third period, as well, (against New York), 
which is really important down the road.”  

iDesign, DSW sponsor Blue Jackets helmets  

The Blue Jackets have two new sponsors getting prime placement on 
their helmets via logo stickers this season.  

Their white road helmets now include a light blue logo for iDesign, a 
housewares design company based in Solon, while their dark blue home 
lids will have a white DSW logo for Columbus-based Designer Shoe 
Warehouse.  

Last season, Nationwide Insurance sponsored the Blue Jackets’ home 
and road helmets.  
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Leafs don’t get enough from Hutchinson, Ritchie and the top guns in loss 
to San Jose 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

Fri., Oct. 22, 2021timer4 min. read 

was updated 6 hrs ago 

 

Michael Hutchinson had a role on Friday night that all depth goalies hope 
for: the starting job. 

And the reviews were mixed, at best, for Hutchinson as he gave up four 
goals in his first start with the Maple Leafs this season, a 5-3 loss to San 
Jose at the Scotiabank Arena. 
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Hutchinson wasn’t the sole reason for the Leafs coughing up their third 
loss in five games. Their offensive stars couldn’t do enough against a hot 
goalie for the third game in a row, even with San Jose playing its third 
game in four nights. 

This time it was Adin Hill, who turned aside 30 shots in his 51st career 
start. The 25-year-old from Comox, B.C., kept the Leafs’ big guns 
frustrated. Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and John Tavares entered the 
game without a goal and, though Tavares broke his goose egg when a 
pick deflected off him and a San Jose defender in the third period, 
Marner and Matthews came up empty. Hill stopped Matthews from close 
in with 1:18 left in the game. 

Hutchinson, who didn’t look good while allowing three-second period 
goals, wasn’t the only Leaf under the spotlight. Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe sat first-line winger Nick Ritchie for the final six minutes of the first 
period, after he took a penalty, and for the final eight minutes of the 
second period. 

Ritchie is on the top line with Matthews and Marner, replacing Zach 
Hyman after he left as a free agent for Edmonton, but the fit hasn’t 
happened yet. Keefe brought William Nylander from the second line to 
work with Matthews and Marner and try to give the Leafs some offensive 
spark. The coach put Pierre Engvall on the top line to start the third, 
which only left more question marks about Ritchie’s future on that line. 
Keefe had Ritchie on the fourth line with Jason Spezza and Wayne 
Simmonds to start the third period. 

“There’s nothing lazy about Ritchie’s game, he’s finding his way,” Keefe 
said, when asked about the forward’s turnover that led to a goal in the 
second period. The coach got his back up Keefe as the questions 
continued. 

“I think so,” he said, when asked if he would restore Ritchie to the top line 
Saturday in Pittsburgh. “The line of questioning … is piling up on Nick 
Ritchie. You should be asking more questions about (Marner and 
Matthews) than Nick Ritchie.” 

Hutchinson, meanwhile, was summoned from the Marlies earlier this 
week following a groin injury to Petr Mrázek, who had been expected to 
split time with Jack Campbell. Mrázek is out for at least two weeks. 
Hutchinson got the start Friday in the first of back-to-back games for the 
Leafs. Campbell will start Saturday in Pittsburgh, and will likely start the 
next four or five games after that, until Mrázek returns. 

Hutchinson did his job in the first, stopping all 11 shots he faced, but he 
allowed a soft goal to hand San Jose a 2-1 lead in the second. Timo 
Meier was awarded the second goal, and while the Sharks had bodies in 
the shooting lane, Hutchinson had a full view of the puck and simply 
missed it. 

Meier’s goal came 17 seconds after Toronto tied the game when Spezza 
spun around in the slot in front of all-star defenceman Brent Burns and 
whipped a low shot past Hill. 

Logan Couture opened the scoring at 2:31 of the second period, getting 
to a puck that came across the Leafs net before anyone could check him. 
Hutchinson was late to the play as well, as he pushed off the goalpost to 
cover the other side of his net. 

The first three goals came in a span of 1:13, and marked a short stretch 
of soft positional play by the Leafs. Ondrej Kaše, with a nice deke on a 
breakaway, tied the game midway through the period. 

Erik Karlsson scored on a bullet shot for a 3-2 lead in the second period, 
while Jonathan Dahlen scored 25 seconds into the third for a 4-2 lead. 

“I thought I played well but, after the first goal, I started trying too hard, 
and I got too tense, and as a goalie that’s something you can’t do,” 
Hutchinson said. 

Keefe felt the early third-period goal was “inexcusable” in a team sense, 
especially since the Leafs had greater puck possession numbers than 
San Jose through two periods. 

Now, the Leafs will try to sort out why they have given up the game’s first 
goal in four of their first five games. And they will continue to focus on 
getting more second-chance goals. 

“The goals we scored were those kinds of goals,” Morgan Reilly said. 
“We just have to do it more often.” 

Another red flag: the supposedly revamped power play is now 3-for-16 
through five games. 

“Just not on the same page,” Keefe said of the top power-play unit, which 
features all of the team’s top players. “(We’re) fighting it … not executing. 
A lot of the same stuff we saw last season to be honest, not nearly good 
enough.” 
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Sharks down sluggish Leafs 5-3 to stay perfect; Keefe defends Ritchie’s 
play 

 

By Joshua ClippertonThe Canadian Press 

Fri., Oct. 22, 2021timer5 min. read 

was updated 5 hrs ago 

 

TORONTO - Sheldon Keefe can sense the knives are already out for one 
of the Maple Leafs’ newest additions. 

Toronto’s head coach did his best to both deflect and spread the blame 
following a disappointing, uninspired effort top to bottom Friday. 

Jonathan Dahlen scored the winner and Adin Hill made 30 saves as the 
San Jose Sharks stayed perfect on the young season by defeating the 
listless Leafs 5-3. 

Nick Ritchie started on Toronto’s top line with Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner for the second consecutive game, but was benched 
midway through the second period after some suspect effort in trying to 
block an Erik Karlsson point shot that gave the visitors a 3-2 lead — one 
they would never surrender. 

“I can just tell by the line of questioning I’ve been getting over the last 
number of days that we want to pile on Nick Ritchie,” an agitated Keefe 
said after a string of queries regarding the big winger. 

“Let’s not narrow the focus too much.” 

The trio haven’t had much live action together with Matthews, who played 
his first game of the season in Monday’s 2-1 overtime loss to the New 
York Rangers, working his way back from wrist surgery. 

Ritchie has yet to register a point through five outings with Toronto, and 
took an undisciplined penalty early Friday. 

“I think we could be a really dominant line,” said Matthews, who added he 
didn’t have his best night either. “We’re still a work in progress chemistry-
wise. 

“It’s not going to happen overnight.” 

They lasted just over 4 1/2 periods before Ritchie — signed to a two-
year, US$5-million contract in free agency with an eye toward replacing 
Zach Hyman in the top-6 — was demoted, with Pierre Engvall and, to a 
lesser extent, William Nylander taking turns the rest of the way on left 
wing against the Sharks. 

Ritchie got five shifts in the third period, mostly on the fourth line with 
Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds. 
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Keefe said he expects to try the Ritchie-Matthews-Marner combination 
again Saturday when Toronto visits the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“That line wasn’t going,” Keefe said. “You should be asking as many 
questions about Matthews and Marner as you should (about) Ritchie.” 

Logan Couture added two goals and an assist, while Timo Meier, with a 
goal and an assist each, provided the rest of the offence for surprising 
San Jose (4-0-0). 

“It was another team win,” Meier said. “We’re finding our identity.” 

Spezza, Ondrej Kase and John Tavares replied for Toronto (2-2-1). 

Michael Hutchinson stopped 26 shots for the Leafs, who have scored 11 
times — with only one coming from Matthews, Marner and Tavares — in 
five games to open the schedule. 

“There was not a lot to be had out there both ways,” Keefe said. “It was a 
pretty dull hockey game all the way through, which is exactly what San 
Jose was looking for.” 

While the home side had 72 hours off between games, the Sharks played 
for the third time in four nights, including Thursday’s 2-1 victory against 
the Ottawa Senators. 

Friday’s puck drop was also scheduled for 6 p.m. ET with the Leafs set to 
embark on their first trip to the U.S. since March 2020 right after the 
game ahead of Saturday’s tilt in Pittsburgh. 

The offensive floodgates opened in the second period following a sleepy 
opening 20 minutes. 

Couture scored his second goal of the season at 2:31 when he banged 
home a Marc-Edouard Vlasic wraparound attempt. 

Spezza, who lost the defensive zone faceoff on Couture’s icebreaker, 
replied when he buried his second of the year just 56 seconds later on a 
scramble. 

But the Sharks responded 17 seconds after that when Meier fired an 
innocent-looking shot that found its way through Hutchinson, who got the 
call with Jack Campbell scheduled to start Saturday and Petr Mrazek 
(groin) out injured. 

“(The Sharks) are on their way and they’re really believing what they’re 
doing, so to get behind in the game is not ideal for us,” Keefe said. “It 
took us a while to really find our way towards getting to the net and 
getting some meaningful scoring chances.” 

Kase evened it up once again at 10:24 when he blocked a Tomas Hertl 
shot and raced in all alone. The Leafs winger beat Hill with a move to the 
backhand before crashing into referee Wes McCauley, but both got up 
unscathed. 

The visitors took a lead for a third and final time at 11:55 when Karlsson 
thumped his second upstairs on Hutchinson, who made his first NHL 
start since April 4, after Matthews threw a blind pass in an attempt to 
clear the zone and Ritchie couldn’t get in the way of the two-time Norris 
Trophy winner’s blast. 

“There’s a spot between underthinking and overthinking,” Hutchinson 
said of the middle period. “You need to find that sweet spot. 

“If you go either way in either direction, then the game becomes a little bit 
more challenging.” 

San Jose stretched its advantage to 4-2 only 25 seconds into the third 
when Dahlen took a pass from Couture and fired five-hole on Hutchinson 
for his third. 

“That’s inexcusable,” Keefe said. “You cannot start the period like that 
when you’re trying to come back.” 

Toronto’s power play got its second opportunity with eight minutes gone 
in the period, but couldn’t get much of anything going to now sit 3 for 16 
on the season. 

“Not on the same page, fighting it, not executing,” Keefe said of a No. 1 
unit that slumped badly down the stretch in 2020-21. “A lot of the same 
stuff we saw last season, to be honest. 

“And not nearly good enough.” 

The Leafs got back within one at 13:39 when Nylander’s shot went off 
Tavares and dribbled over the goal line for his first to make it 4-3. 

Karlsson hit the post off the rush with two minutes to go and Toronto 
pressing at the other end. Hill then flashed the leather on a Matthews 
one-timer before Couture iced it into the empty net. 

“They make it challenging to get to the net,” Keefe said of the Sharks. 
“There’s nothing that happened tonight we weren’t prepared for, we didn’t 
talk about. 

“We didn’t adjust quickly enough.” 

This report by The Canadian Press was first published Oct. 22, 2022. 
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Maple Leafs happy to hit the road for games in the United States for first 
time since pandemic 

 

By Kevin McGran 
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When the Maple Leafs showed up for work on Friday, they did so with 
suitcases packed for what feels like a whole new experience: a trip to the 
United States. 

They play Saturday in Pittsburgh, Monday in Raleigh, N.C., and 
Wednesday in Chicago. 

There was a time when this wasn’t newsworthy, but that was before the 
pandemic. 

“My first time going back to the U.S. this decade, so it’s been a while,” 
Leafs captain John Tavares said. “Just even packing a suitcase was a 
little different.” 

The Leafs haven’t ventured beyond Canada’s borders as a team since a 
March 3-6 trip to the three California teams in 2020. While some players, 
and coach Sheldon Keefe, live in the U.S. in the off-season, the team has 
played its games exclusively in Canada since returning to finish the 
2019-20 season in a COVID-free bubble at the Scotiabank Arena. That 
was followed by an all-Canadian-team North Division last year. 

And when they did travel, it was with severe restrictions. 

“Last year was so different,” Tavares said. “We weren’t even leaving the 
hotel. So we’re back to the tradition of what we’re used to, and seeing 
different markets, different environments, just getting back into that. So it 
should be fun and a good time to get with the guys on the road. And 
obviously (we have) some big games against tough opponents.” 

The Leafs will still be taking precautions. Frequent testing is mandatory. 
Masks and physical distancing are encouraged. Taking taxis, or anything 
other than team-facilitated transportation, is discouraged. 

COVID infections are still sidelining players that are fully vaccinated. Two 
key Winnipeg Jets — captain Blake Wheeler and centre Mark Scheifele 
— went into COVID protocols this week. 
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“You still have to be aware, even though we’re not as restricted as we 
were,” Tavares said. “That doesn’t mean that the pandemic is not going 
on. You still have to be aware of the situation and be diligent and be 
smart.” 

Given they are playing on back-to-back nights, the Leafs planned to fly to 
Pittsburgh after Friday night’s game. Part of the reason Friday’s game 
against San Jose was a 6 p.m. start was to give the Leafs more time to 
deal with the new issue of proving to be COVID-free as part of crossing 
the border and clearing customs at the airport in Pittsburgh, rather than 
the usual way of doing so in Toronto. 

“It’s different for the team, for sure, and they’ve already briefed me on 
some of the some of the different things we’re going to have to go 
through in terms of getting into the U.S., getting off the plane, with 
Customs and security,” Keefe said. “Things are different from what we’ve 
experienced in the past. 

“So we’re going to have to adjust. There are kinks we’ll have to work out, 
but we’re happy to get into these different cities, and see the different 
buildings and the fan bases.” 

There could be something else that’s new for the Leafs. They’re used to 
sizable pro-Leafs crowds no matter what building they’re in. But the 
pandemic may prevent Leafs Nation from travelling in the numbers the 
team is used to. 

“It’s understandable,” defenceman Travis Dermott said. “I like to think 
that noise in the rink is noise in the rink, and it always gets me excited, 
whether it’s for or against me.” 
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‘I’ve seen a lot of injustice.’ Former NHLer Bernie Saunders turns the 
page with ‘Shut Out’ on life as a Black hockey player 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 
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When he wrote “Shut Out: The Game That Did Not Love Me Black,” 
Bernie Saunders realized that while there were several influences behind 
the book, he was doing it partly for himself. 

Saunders — the fifth Black player in NHL history, whose career ended 
prematurely after years of racist taunts and with a feeling that he had 
been ostracized — said he never had full closure after leaving hockey. 

“I’m a very private person, and I was hesitant in publishing the book,” 
Saunders said in a telephone interview. “But I’m 65 years old and I’ve 
seen a lot of injustice in my life.” 

His family recently moved from Myrtle Beach, S.C. to the larger city of 
Greenville and he says they feel more at home there. Recent racially 
charged incidents in the United States spurred him to write about his own 
experiences, on and off the ice. 

“One of the things that got me motivated was George Floyd, seeing what 
happened to him,” Saunders said about the killing of an unarmed Black 
man by a police officer in Minneapolis last year. “A (knee) on his neck, 
and that could have been any of us. Then I saw the Zoom bombing (of 
K’Andre Miller, a racist online attack aimed at the New York Rangers 
prospect, who is Black) and it broke my heart. 

“I’ve been there as a hockey player, and I said: Hey Bernie, if you don’t 
speak up, you never will.” 

“Shut Out,” now in bookstores, is Saunders speaking up. 

The career he left behind in his 20s included signing with the Quebec 
Nordiques for their inaugural season in the National Hockey League in 
1979-80. He had scored 69 goals in 106 games over his last three years 
at Western Michigan University before graduating to the NHL for 10 
games over two seasons. Most of his playing days as a pro were spent in 
the IHL with Kalamazoo, and the AHL with Syracuse and Cincinnati, 
where he heard racist taunts “period by period.” 

“The book is kind of a book report of my life,” said Saunders, who went 
on to a long career far away from the hockey world in the pharmaceutical 
industry. “I’ve had a wonderful life, and I’ve been very successful with 
most of the things I’ve done, but I just dealt with a lot of crap that most 
people don’t have to deal with. I know for a white person there’s difficulty, 
and no one sails through this world with ease. But when you’re Black, 
you have this extra headwind that you have to deal with, that most don’t 
understand. 

“I use an example in the book where I was still in Myrtle Beach, and I 
came back from the beach with my friend and all of my patio furniture 
was thrown into the pond behind me. And I just knew right away it was a 
racial attack. But my friend, who was just as appalled, was saying: Well, 
it could have been a whirlwind. I said: Yeah, it could have been a 
whirlwind, but 99 per cent of the times in my life it’s been a racial attack 
that I’ve had to deal with. 

“That’s kind of an analogy of my experience with hockey … not 
everything was racially motivated, but 95 per cent of them just were.” 

Neil Smith, an NHL broadcaster and former general manager of the 
NHL’s Rangers, played with Saunders at Western Michigan. 

“He is one of my best friends ... and even he wasn’t aware of what I was 
going through back then,” Saunders recalled. “For example, there was 
this one team that just targeted me. Like every time we played you knew 
there was some locker-room bounty on my head. They just basically beat 
me up. And Neil said that could have been because you were our best 
player. And yes, that could have been the reason … but just knowing 
how brutal it was, I know as a Black person it wasn’t the reason. 

“What’s really helpful in the book is, I support every one of these points 
with evidence from the newspaper articles I saved.” 

Veteran sportswriter Barry Meisel is a co-author of “Shut Out,” and 
Saunders says sports journalists, including the late Bob Wagner of the 
Kalamazoo Gazette, were often his only outlet when he needed to talk 
about the racist attacks he faced — on the ice and in the stands. 

Saunders — born in Montreal; raised there and in Toronto with his 
brother John, the award-winning sportscaster who died in 2016 — 
coached high school hockey while living in Michigan with mixed emotions 
from the start, especially when it came to his three sons. 

“I literally did not want my boys to play hockey because of my 
experiences,” he said. “I got lured into coaching a high school (team) 
when my son was born, because I was living in Michigan and there 
wasn’t a lot of hockey expertise there ... My son would go to the practices 
and, like any kid, he became smitten. All he wanted to do was play 
hockey, so I allowed it, and for the most part it went well. 

“He was a really coachable kid, and I explained to him: Son, you’re going 
to hear a lot of racial abuse. You have to do what I learned to do.” 

Saunders recalled one incident in particular. 

“When I first started playing, I would drop my gloves every time I heard 
the N-word, but I had to teach myself to play within the team concept, so 
that’s how I coached my son. He listened, but this one time he just lost it 
and went after the kid. The linesman pulled him by the scruff of the neck, 
by the shoulder pad, and that kind of induced a kicking motion, so my 
son got a match penalty on top of everything else. 

“When I got to the locker room, I just chewed everyone out and whatnot. 
And then I found, like, a janitor’s closet and I just bawled. Everything 
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came out of me. I hated hockey and I hated everything. But a couple of 
days later when (the person who made the slur) called to apologize, I did 
feel better, because I could see the world inching forward … 

“I never received an apology (as a player). So it was the worst day of my 
life, but it was also the most refreshing.” 

Saunders says he’s heartened by recent progress to eradicate racism, 
and hopes his voice will help. As for whether he still loves the game, he’s 
conflicted. 

“The answer is, I love hockey — it made me the man I am today, it’s a 
part of me — but I’m happily estranged from the game. 

“The only time I watch it is if it’s a really significant event. When I left the 
game, I couldn’t watch it. It was too painful for me because of my 
experiences. The only time I would watch it was when I had a vested 
interest. Like, I played for Jacques Demers (with the Nordiques), so when 
Jacques Demers won the Stanley Cup of course I watched it. I played 
with Guy Carbonneau (with the AHL’s Nova Scotia Voyageurs) and when 
he won the Stanley Cup, I watched it ... I coached two kids who played 
for the L.A. Kings (Scott Parse and Matt Greene), so when the Kings won 
the Cup I watched that. But for years, it was too painful ... 

“I would have been the first person to know if I had run out of talent, and I 
would have walked away from the game happily, but I never felt that. I 
always felt that I just had so much runway there, but a lot of crazy things 
happened to me. 

“And it wasn’t just the social injustice. It was that my experiences were so 
difficult. I had to turn the page.” 
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Maple Leafs put up little fight in loss to Sharks 
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Embarrassing. 

There’s no other way to sum up the Maple Leafs’ effort on Friday night at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

Facing a San Jose Sharks team that was finishing a back-to-back set 
and playing for the third time in four nights, the Leafs not only didn’t make 
life difficult for the visitors, they failed to take an upper hand against a 
club that could have used fatigue as an out. 

The result was a 5-3 victory for the Sharks, who are in the midst of a five-
game trip, before a crowd of 18,603. 

The Leafs, who had not played since Monday, talked during the week 
about getting busier in the offensive zone, and that didn’t happen. 

Sharks goalie Adin Hill finished with 30 saves, with no more than a 
handful of the difficult variety. 

“The way that they play, they really keep everybody on the outside, just 
control the middle of the ice and I don’t think we did a good-enough job to 
generate chances, Grade-A scoring chances on the inside,” the Leafs’ 
Auston Matthews said after his second game. 

“There’s a lot that we can look back on and for myself personally, it 
wasn’t really my best performance. I’m just trying to find my way and get 
in a rhythm again and go from there. 

“I think we could all be better.” 

Few Leafs brought anything approaching passion with consistency, and 
the club now heads out on a three-game trip with a mediocre record of 2-
2-1. 

The Leafs departed after the game for Pittsburgh, where they will play 
the Penguins on Saturday night before making stops in Carolina on 
Monday and Chicago on Wednesday. 

Michael Hutchinson wasn’t superb in net, but he didn’t get much help in 
his 2021-22 regular-season debut. He made 26 saves. 

Winger Nick Ritchie, mostly ineffective with zero points through the first 
five games, was benched before he was dropped to the fourth line. 

Then there is Mitch Marner, who had one shot on goal. Marner, if you’re 
not keeping track at home, has one assist to start the season. 

He is paid quite handsomely to produce a heck of a lot more. 

Ritchie was benched for a chunk of the first period and then for the final 
eight minutes of the second after Erik Karlsson gave the Sharks a 3-2 
lead. 

“I think you’re looking at it the wrong way,” Keefe said when we asked 
why Ritchie didn’t see the ice. “We get scored on. It was more to me 
about the fact that line wasn’t going. 

“You could be asking as many questions about Matthews and Marner 
today as you could be about Ritchie. 

“You can just tell the line of questioning I’ve been getting over the last 
number of days that we want to pile on Nick Ritchie. Let’s not narrow the 
focus too much.” 

Fine, but it was Ritchie who rode the pine, not Marner or Matthews (not 
that we would suggest that Matthews sit, considering he’s just freshly 
back). 

Jonathan Dahlen put the Sharks up by two goals when he scored 25 
seconds into the third, and the Leafs got to within one when captain John 
Tavares scored at 13:39. 

San Jose captain Logan Couture snuffed the Leafs’ hope for a 
comeback, scoring into an empty net with 40 seconds remaining. 

Following a goalless first period, the clubs combined for five goals in a 
span of nine minutes, 24 seconds in the second. 

Couture opened the scoring at 2:31 and Jason Spezza answered during 
a scramble at 3:27. But 17 seconds later, Timo Meier beat Hutchinson 
from an angle that should have resulted in a save. 

Ondrej Kase’s first goal as a Leaf came on a breakaway at 10:24 after he 
blocked a shot. Kase controlled the puck and deked to his backhand for 
his first goal since Feb. 4, 2020, when he was with Anaheim. 

The Sharks restored a one-goal lead when Karlsson teed up a shot and 
ripped the puck over Hutchinson’s left shoulder. 

In the third, Ritchie skated with Spezza and Wayne Simmonds. Pierre 
Engvall skated on the top line with Matthews and Mitch Marner. William 
Nylander also saw time on the Matthews line. 

Keefe said he might put Ritchie back with Matthews and Marner in 
Pittsburgh. 

The line shuffling won’t amount to much if the Leafs bring a similar effort 
to what they summoned on Friday. 
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Hutch not clutch enough in Leafs loss 
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Michael Hutchinson has missed playing “meaningful” games in front of 
full crowds, especially at home. 

So, it was unfortunate he and the Maple Leafs couldn’t do better as the 
No. 3 goalie had a night in the Scotiabank spotlight. A sloppy second 
period that extended to an opening shift San Jose goal in the third — four 
goals on 13 shots in all — clouded Hutchinson’s relief appearance 
despite a strong start and finish. With the injured Petr Mrazek back 
skating and going on the road trip with Jack Campbell to accelerate his 
return from a groin injury, Hutchinson could’ve used some good home ice 
vibes, not a 5-3 empty-net goal loss. 

“The second period got a little bit away from me,” said Hutchinson, who 
gave up a couple right after Toronto scored. “The first goal went in, I got 
a little tense and that’s probably the last thing you want. You have to be 
relaxed and read the play and I got a little bit ahead of it. If you’re tense 
as a goalie, the puck doesn’t stick to you. 

“It’s a product of not playing for awhile (since some solid exhibition play).” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe had a few culprits in mind when he called 
Jonathan Dahlen’s goal 25 ticks into the final frame “inexcusable”. 

BE CAREFUL OUT THERE 

Parts of the United States have not exactly shown leadership in the fight 
against COVID-19. 

Though the border with Canada is gradually opening again, travellers 
must still be alert, depending on their destination, and the Leafs are no 
exceptions. Starting Saturday in Pittsburgh, the Leafs have a three-game 
journey that includes Carolina and Chicago. To underline the pandemic 
isn’t over, a couple of Penguins were in and out of COVID protocol the 
past few days among other NHLers. 

“You still have to be aware,” said captain John Tavares. “Even though 
we’re not as restricted as we were, that doesn’t mean there’s not 
something going on. It’s being diligent and understanding the dynamics 
of that. 

“You’ve seen a little bit of that through the NHL, even players testing 
positive before the season. If you’re following baseball and the NFL, it’s 
happened in those sports, too. We have to be mindful those things are 
still part of our lives.” 

Defenceman Travis Dermott didn’t think the Leafs would gather en 
masse at road dinners just yet. 

“There will be a lot of time spent in the hotels together, which will be nice 
(to get back to),” he said. 

Keefe was briefed Friday about logistics for the Leafs’ entourage to enter 
the U.S. later in the evening, aided by the decision to make it a 6 p.m. 
start against San Jose. 

“Getting off the plane, customs, security … all the things that are 
different,” Keefe said. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

There likely won’t be hordes of Leafs sweaters in a place such as 
Pittsburgh, which is reachable in half a day by car from the GTA. 

Minor hockey tournaments are often staged in the area around Leafs 
trips so Canadians can take in a game, but that fan support will be scaled 
back all over the U.S. 

“That’s understandable,” said Dermott. “I like to think noise in the rink is 
just noise, it gets me excited, for or against myself.” 

Tavares joked he’d forgotten how to pack a suitcase. 

“Last year, we weren’t even leaving our (Toronto) hotel. Now, it’s back to 
the tradition we’re used to. It should be fun to get on the road with the 
guys.” 

DANISH TURNOVER 

It would seem a move to Carolina has been beneficial for Frederik 
Andersen. 

Three starts, three wins and most importantly, there’s peace with the 
lower body woes that led to his uneven play and Toronto’s reluctance to 
re-sign him. 

“I wouldn’t say I’ve made changes,” Andersen said of his good start on a 
Thursday Zoom call with media. “It’s just reminders of some things I had 
lost in my game, especially last year and a bit the year before. I was 
making it too hard on myself. Just being in good position, being set early 
and allowing my athletic ability to come out, that’s been working so far.” 

The change of scenery probably helped, too. Though he had 149 wins as 
a Leaf, his role in four first-round playoff defeats was under scrutiny. This 
October, usually his toughest month, he’s tied for the league lead in 
victories. 

“Just preparing, being in the moment, trying to get to know everyone, get 
acclimated quick,” he said of the transition from Toronto. “The guys have 
been really helpful and welcoming.” 

Yes, he watched some of the All Or Nothing documentary, aware his 
parting was cast in an unfavourable light, the Leafs too concerned by his 
injury history to risk bringing him back. 

“I’ve never produced a show, so I wouldn’t know, but I feel shows like 
that would tend to maybe play a bit on the drama and over-exaggerate 
that stuff. I don’t think there was any (acrimony) on my end. I was trying 
to get healthy and it was just a frustrating period for me, personally, not 
being able to find out what was wrong. 

“That was obviously a story line throughout the year, but I think I did as 
much as I could to get as healthy as possible. There wasn’t enough time 
(in the shortened season) to feel at my best. That’s in the past now. 

“The first two years was a great time, I enjoyed living in Toronto, an 
amazing city with amazing people. I made lots of friendships I’ll cherish. 
We had some success, but not the ultimate success.” 
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TRAIKOS: With Carey Price's future in doubt, Canada left with question 
marks in goal at Olympics 

 

Michael Traikos 

Publishing date:Oct 22, 2021  •  9 hours ago  •  4 minute read  •    

 

When Team Canada had to submit a “long list” of players under 
consideration for the 2022 Olympics on Friday, GM Doug Armstrong was 
given a special exemption allowing him to submit an even longer list that 
included six goalies. 

Part of this is because Carey Price remains in the NHL/NHLPA player 
assistance program and is a question mark heading toward Beijing. But 
even if Price is able to play, the question marks aren’t necessarily going 
away. 

“There’s going to be some interesting names on this list,” Armstrong said 
in a phone interview with Postmedia on Friday. 
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“Interesting” is not exactly a word that has been previously used to 
describe Canada’s goaltending situation at the international level. From 
Patrick Roy to Martin Brodeur to Roberto Luongo to Price, Canada has a 
storied history of producing some of the best — if not, the best — goalies 
in the world. 

It has been the country’s strength. Its specialty. 

Today, with no one sure if Price will play — or how effective the Montreal 
Canadiens goaltender will be after missing significant time — and a 
collection of backup options that includes Jordan Binnington (St. Louis), 
Mackenzie Blackwood (New Jersey), Marc-Andre Fleury (Chicago), 
Carter Hart (Philadelphia) and Darcy Kuemper (Colorado), Canada’s 
goaltending has the potential to become its Achilles’ heel. 

“We were spoiled,” said Armstrong. “With Marty and Patrick, and guys 
like Eddie (Belfour) and Cujo (Curtis Joseph) were on that list, you felt 
comfortable no matter how far down the list you went. 

“Now the star is from Russia. And now, we are waiting for that next star.” 

Price aside, none of Canada’s goaltenders would usurp Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, Sergei Bobrovsky, Semyon Varlamov or even Igor 
Shesterkin on Russia’s roster. Then again, maybe we should hold off on 
our opinions until the tournament starts. 

After all, the Olympics have a way of cementing legacies in a way the 
NHL regular season or even playoffs cannot. 

Who knows? Maybe Binnington, who won a Stanley Cup with the St. 
Louis Blues in 2019, becomes that next star for Canada. Or maybe it’s 
Kuemper, who last spring won a gold medal at the world championship. 
Perhaps there’s some life left in Fleury, who is coming off a Vezina 
Trophy-winning season. Or someone much younger, like 24-year-old 
Blackwood or Hart, 23, steps up in the same way that a 26-year-old Price 
did when he won gold at the 2014 Olympics. 

For the moment, however, it appears to be the weakest collection of 
goaltenders that Canada has ever had for a major event. 

It’s not just Price who is a question mark. Blackwood, who is 
unvaccinated, has yet to play a game this season. Binnington’s last 
international experience was at the world juniors, where he was the 
backup goalie for a team that lost in the bronze-medal game. 

Fleury, who is a month away from celebrating his 37th birthday, is 0-3-0 
with a 5.63 goals-against average since being traded to Chicago. 
Kuemper has spent a career on non-playoff teams. And Hart is coming 
off a season in which he had the worst goals-against average among 
starting goalies. 

With that in mind, where would you rank Canada’s depth of goalies? 

You obviously wouldn’t put them ahead of Russia. The same goes for the 
United States, where Connor Hellebuyck and John Gibson form one of 
the best international tandems. Sweden has Robin Lehner and Jacob 
Markstrom. Germany has Philipp Grubauer and Thomas Greiss. Even 
Finland, which may or may not have Tuukka Rask, has options that might 
seem more appealing. 

It’s a good thing Canada has a forward corps led by Connor McDavid 
and Sidney Crosby. Judging by the quality of its goalies — and the 
uncertainty with its defence — the team might have to score its way out 
of trouble. 

“I would say that we’re going to feel very comfortable with whoever is in 
net,” said Armstrong. “We’re not going into this tournament thinking we 
have to score six goals to win.” 

Maybe Armstrong is right. Maybe we have been spoiled, and the 
goaltending, while not as good in previous years, is better than we’re 
giving it credit for. Maybe we’ll be surprised at what we see. Maybe 
Canada will play such strong team defence that it won’t even matter. But 
we probably would feel a lot more comfortable about the position had the 

Olympics been played four years ago and players such as Hart, 
Binnington or Blackwood had been given a chance to get their feet wet. 

Instead, with Price’s status unclear, this changing of the guard seems 
abrupt, even if it is inevitable. 

“That generation is starting to age out,” said Armstrong. “And there’s a 
whole new group of players that are going to be at the forefront. Because 
we didn’t participate in 2018, there’s a generation that would have been 
integrated there. This is going to obviously be a big transition. 

“You’d like to see how players perform. But there’s going to be guys with 
little international experience.” 
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Well-rested Maple Leafs emphasizing good start against busy Sharks 
club 
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Beware of the Sharks. 

That’s the approach the Maple Leafs are taking in preparation for playing 
host to San Jose on Friday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

The Sharks, in the midst of a five-game trip, have won each of their first 
three games to start the 2021-22 regular season. 

“They’re playing with lots of confidence, they’ve found their team identity 
early and are rolling with it,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said following an 
optional morning skate. 

“They’re playing really sound team defence, playing in groups of five all 
over the rink, and their special teams have been very good.” 

Still, there won’t be an excuse for the Leafs to not have energy from the 
opening faceoff. Toronto (2-1-1) will be well-rested, having not played 
since losing in overtime against the visiting New York Rangers on 
Monday night. The Sharks are completing a back-to-back set after 
winning in Ottawa against the Senators on Thursday and will be playing 
for the third time in four nights. 

“Anytime you get a team on a back to back, it would theoretically make 
sense that you’re the fresher team, you’re going to have more jump,” 
Leafs captain John Tavares said. “Sometimes those things don’t always 
work out that way, but no question, our mindset coming off a few days 
here and with their busy schedule, we want to come out and make it a 
difficult night for them.” 

Michael Hutchinson will start in goal for the Leafs for the rare 6 p.m. start, 
with Jack Campbell getting the call on Saturday night in Pittsburgh 
against the Penguins. 

Hutchinson’s start will be his first game in the NHL since April 4, when he 
made 32 saves in a Leafs win in Calgary. 

Leafs centre Auston Matthews will be in search of his 200th NHL goal in 
his second game back after recovering from off-season wrist surgery. 
Matthews dominated on Monday against New York, registering eight 
shots on goal and 16 attempts. 

“He’s very similar to his normal self,” Tavares said. “It’s impressive, his 
ability to be so impactful right away. He’s shown in the past, coming off 
other injuries, that he is extremely diligent and meticulous with the way 
he goes about his business and the way he works and gets himself ready 
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to play. It’s nothing surprising. It shouldn’t be too long before those 
opportunities are going into the net.” 

The Leafs will fly to Pittsburgh after the game, marking their first trip to 
the U.S. since March 2020. The extra hour with the earlier start on Friday 
night will give the Leafs more time in clearing Customs, which they will do 
in Pittsburgh, for the first time during the pandemic. 

Toronto’s three-game trip will continue in Carolina on Monday and 
Chicago on Wednesday. 

Goaltender Petr Mrazek, meanwhile, has been skating this week in his 
recovery from a groin injury and will travel with the team. 

Keefe said he believes Mrazek is on track to return once the original 
prognosis of a 14-day absence is done. Mrazek was hurt last Thursday 
during the Leafs’ game in Ottawa against the Senators. 

Winger Ilya Mikheyev, who suffered a broken thumb in the Leafs’ final 
pre-season game on Oct. 9, has not resumed skating. 

How much has changed for the Leafs since the Sharks’ most recent visit, 
not quite two years ago on Oct. 25, 2019? 

Ten players who dressed for the Leafs in a 4-1 Toronto win that night no 
longer are with the team. 

The projected Leafs lineup tonight: 

LW-C-RW 

Nick Ritchie-Auston Matthews-Mitch Marner 

Michael Bunting-John Tavares-William Nylander 

Alex Kerfoot-David Kampf-Ondrej Kase 

Pierre Engvall-Jason Spezza-Wayne Simmonds 

Defence 

Morgan Rielly-TJ Brodie 

Jake Muzzin-Justin Holl 

Rasmus Sandin-Travis Dermott 

Goalies 

Michael Hutchinson 

Jack Campbell 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Michael Hutchinson struggles in ugly loss to 
the Sharks 

 

By Joshua Kloke Oct 23, 2021  

 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said Thursday that the decision 
to start Michael Hutchinson on Friday in the first game of a back-to-back 
was done to put the goalie in a position to succeed. 

Perhaps it would have been helpful if every other one of Hutchinson’s 
teammates made the same efforts to help their goalie out, as the Leafs 
put up a fairly dismal performance in a 5-3 loss to the San Jose Sharks. 

Hutchinson didn’t exactly reward his coach’s trust, giving up four goals on 
30 shots in his season debut. Two of those goals were questionable, at 
best. Hutchinson wasn’t the sole player to blame for the loss, of course. 

A decent start from the Leafs gave way to some seriously lacklustre play 
midway through the second period and then for the majority of the third. 

Keefe’s efforts to mix up the lines didn’t produce the desired turnaround 
as some of the players toward the top of the lineup continue to draw 
heat. 

Even though the Leafs owned more of the possession and expected 
goals at five-on-five, it promises to be a quiet flight to Pittsburgh. 

First star 

Jason Spezza 

Spezza’s physical play along the boards and in the middle of the ice 
helped the Leafs maintain possession of the puck, and his creative 
passing helped his linemates get clean looks on goal. 

On his second-period goal, Spezza just did not stop circling the offensive 
zone, sniffing for opportunities before he found the puck directly in front 
of the goal. He continued to be one of the more composed Leafs, 
especially on the power play. 

He’s still the model of consistency on nights when his teammates lack it. 

Second star 

Rasmus Sandin 

Continued clean outlet passes from Sandin, followed by some smart, 
short puck movement in the offensive zone. There’s virtually no 
hesitation in his play, and to see him continue to try moving the puck with 
precision as some of his teammates took their foot off the gas was 
impressive. He’s had a really strong start to the season, looking like the 
full-time NHL player he’s long been projected to become. That has to do 
wonders for his confidence. 

Third star 

Ondrej Kase 

There were noted defensive plays from Kase in the Leafs’ zone to tie up 
Sharks’ sticks and prevent scoring chances. I know Kase hasn’t played 
his best hockey through the first four games, but his motor was clearly 
humming Friday, particularly on the penalty kill. 

That motor kept chugging on his breakaway goal in the second period, 
his second as a Leaf, which I know made the new captain of the Ondrej 
Kase Fan Club, James “I say he does it” Mirtle, smile from the press box. 
More scoring from lower in the lineup should help the Leafs. More 
scoring from anywhere in the lineup should help them, if we’re being 
honest. 

Player reports 

A- 

William Nylander 

Nylander has been a magnet for the puck early this season, and that 
continued against San Jose. He made consistent efforts to keep the puck 
in the offensive zone and find his teammates with heads-up passes. 

Perhaps my favourite play from Nylander was how he prevented Timo 
Meier from scoring an empty-net goal. Nylander added another assist to 
keep his productive start rolling along. 

Wayne Simmonds 

I liked Simmonds’ simple but effective puck touches early in the game 
and in the second period before Spezza’s goal. 

Look, I was skeptical of Simmonds’ performances in his first few games, 
but he’s attempting to make a convert out of me. By keeping it simple 
with his play, he’s become noticeably more effective, especially close to 
the goal. Four shots on goal from Simmonds, tied for the team lead. 

B+ 
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John Tavares 

I thought Tavares was consistent in his work close to the goal, as he tried 
to create chances throughout the game. And sure enough, in the lead-up 
to his third-period goal, he kept circling around in front of Sharks goalie 
Adin Hill to find a puck to bang in. A team-high 81 percent five-on-five 
expected goals from Tavares, who added four shots on goal. 

B- 

Morgan Rielly 

It wasn’t always pretty, but Rielly’s defensive efforts largely got the job 
done. 

I didn’t love Rielly’s lack of precision on the power play, but he wasn’t the 
only one who needed to improve. He led all skaters with 23:56 TOI. 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting didn’t come out of the gate with his hair on fire and start crashing 
the net, which was strange to see. That alone should tell you how quickly 
his approach has become an indelible part of this team. 

C+ 

Alex Kerfoot 

There was more energy from Kerfoot than I’ve seen early this season. I 
thought it would translate into one of his better games, but a little more 
decisiveness in the offensive zone would’ve benefitted his game even 
more. Like other Leafs, Kerfoot began to fade later in the game. 

Auston Matthews 

No dip in form from Matthews to start his second game: He was agile 
with the puck, consistently trying to find the most dangerous areas of the 
offensive zone to get a shot off. 

And I particularly enjoyed how aggressive Matthews was with his stick 
defensively in attempts to create turnovers. 

MATTHEWS IS A BAD MAN 

But Matthews’ play, like that of several teammates, began to lag as the 
game wore on, and he failed to play with the necessary pace. To his 
credit, Matthews acknowledged that he didn’t have his best game and 
took ownership, in part, for the loss. 

Justin Holl 

More solid, if continually quiet, defensive work from Holl. 

His third-period penalty wasn’t entirely necessary, especially given the 
score. 

Travis Dermott 

Good use of his body to tie up Sharks in his own zone, but I would’ve 
liked Dermott to be a little more direct and move toward the goal with the 
puck on his stick. 

Pierre Engvall 

Credit to Engvall for some decent puck movement when he found himself 
alongside Matthews and Mitch Marner for a handful of shifts, but I think 
his time on that line says more about one of his teammates more than 
anything else. Still, he netted an assist and had four shots on goal, and 
he was from the worst Leafs player against the Sharks. 

David Kampf 

Look, his energy level maybe wasn’t what it had been early this season, 
and for me, a noted Kampf enthusiast, this was disappointing. I thought 
Kampf made some smart passes to help the Leafs get out of their own 
zone, but he’s one player whose drop-off in energy wasn’t expected. 
Perhaps my expectations are too high, but I would’ve liked to see more 
from him. 

C- 

TJ Brodie 

Brodie was one of my favourite players to home in on last season. 
Through five games this season, to my eyes, Brodie hasn’t looked nearly 
as dominant defensively. In particular, he looked a little aloof with his 
work down low just before the Sharks’ fourth goal. His 41 percent five-on-
five expected goals was concerning. 

Mitch Marner 

I thought Marner had an energetic first period and moved the puck well in 
the neutral zone. After the first period, I legitimately thought Marner was 
going to find the back of the net in the second or third period. 

But once again, he struggled to produce and was alarmingly invisible late 
in the game. His 47 percent five-on-five expected goals was second-
worst among all forwards. 

THE LAST TIME MITCH MARNER HAD ONE POINT OR LESS OVER A 
FIVE GAME STRETCH WAS JANUARY 2018 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) OCTOBER 23, 
2021 

Though there is undoubtedly a section of the fan base livid with Marner’s 
lack of production, I’d encourage anyone pulling their hair out to glance at 
the calendar and remember that we’re only five games in and there’s still 
a mountain of Halloween candy yet to be given out. Perhaps I’m being 
too much of an optimist here, but although I understand the argument 
that Marner should be producing offence given his contract, his body of 
work to date suggests that by the time the season is over, he will have 
done just that. 

D 

Michael Hutchinson 

Hutchinson came out looking calm and composed in his first game this 
season, but let me put on my Captain Obvious Halloween costume to 
inform you that he has to make a save on the Sharks’ second goal, at the 
very least. 

Heading into the game, Keefe said the Leafs needed to put up some 
scoring support for Hutchinson, which they probably did enough of. 
Hutchinson has to lock things down a little bit more, no? He’s shown 
flashes of being a capable NHL backup goalie, but given his inability to 
make the saves he needed to, Friday was a night to forget for him. 

F 

Nick Ritchie 

I was raised to listen to my boss: 

F 

After Ritchie’s questionable penalty in the first period, he made a nifty 
little touch or two with the puck in his own zone, one of which led to a 
decent shot from Matthews. 

Beyond that, Ritchie’s offensive impact on the game was minimal. He 
continues to struggle to use his size in a prominent manner. Keefe had 
preached patience with Ritchie on the top line throughout the week, but 
his patience appeared to run thin late in the second period when Ritchie 
lost his spot on the top line alongside Matthews and Marner. Ritchie had 
a team-worst 23 percent five-on-five expected goals Friday. 

Keefe did, however, fire back at Ritchie’s detractors after the game. 

Where were they? 

Jake Muzzin 

Not a lot of noticeable work from Muzzin, though he did register an assist 
on Tavares’ goal. 
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Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: D 

The Sharks did well to clog up the middle of their own zone and keep the 
Leafs to the perimeter. 

“That’s the way they play. They really pack it in,” Spezza said. 

Still, I didn’t expect the Leafs to pack it in the way they did. 

The Leafs went 0-for-2 with the man advantage, something Keefe did not 
gloss over afterward. 

I struggled to give this game an F grade given that we’ve seen this core 
play worse, and I’m not sure if this game really gets away from the Leafs 
with a few more stops. But it was a disappointing turn of events midway 
through the game, and the onus will now be on the Leafs to quickly 
respond with, at the very least, a more spirited effort for 60 minutes 
Saturday night against the Penguins. 

Where do the Leafs go from here? 

The Leafs head to the United States to play a game south of the border 
for the first time since March 6, 2020, when they play the Penguins in 
Pittsburgh on Saturday. 

We know Jack Campbell will come in for Hutchinson between the pipes, 
but given Keefe’s juggling of the lines Friday, I’m inclined to think there 
could be even more movement come Saturday night. 

Tweets of the night 

I’ve got to give some love to my report card partner Omar, who 
epitomized the feeling of watching this game in sweatpants, as I’m sure 
many did. 

Seriously, at what point do they start work on the Spezza statue on 
Legends Row? 

Speaking for a jaded fan base can be an art: 
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The Sabres took their best shot at their former goalie, but Linus Ullmark 
wasn’t having it 

 

Kevin Paul Dupont 

 

BUFFALO – The Bruins didn’t follow a prescription for success here 
Friday night in what at first glance could look as if it was a routine, ho-
hum, what-else-is-new? 4-1 win over the Sabres, one of the NHL’s 
bottom-feeding soft touches for the last decade-plus. 

Truth is, the spunky Sabres came out running and gunning at Key Bank 
Center, peppered 15 shots on net in the first period, and with a touch of 
puck luck against their ex-goalie, Linus Ullmark, could have taken early 
command of the scoreboard. 

Instead, amid the Sabres flurry, the Bruins squeezed out a pair of first-
period goals (David Pastrnak and Tomas Nosek), boosted the lead to 3-0 
in the second (Charlie Coyle, PPG) and then easily held on for the win in 
front of a sparse crowd of only some 6,000 — a grim reflection of the 
blizzard of apathy that has blanketed the western New York franchise. 

Ullmark, who bolted this sorry season in July and signed a $20 million 
free agent deal with the Bruins, was the underlying storyline, even before 
the Bruins arrived in town. In the end, he turned back 35 shots, beaten by 

fellow Swede Victor Olofsson late in the third when the Bruins were all 
but packing their bags for Sunday’s Garden matinee vs. the Sharks. 

Calling the night both a “lifelong memory” and “special,” the 28-year-old 
Ullmark watched his former teammates fire 68 shots his way (28 more 
than the Bruins launched at Craig Anderson), with the likes of Dylan 
Cozens, Rasmus Dahlin, and Tage Thompson each denied on the six 
shots apiece they landed on net. 

“I really wasn’t thinking, it was more like an out-of-the-body experience,” 
said Ullmark, asked how he felt during pre-game warmups, working for 
the visiting team in the building he once called home. “Then I kind of 
settled in when the puck dropped.” 

Asked to add some context to his “out-of-the-body” comment, he said, “It 
was enjoyable ... you know … it felt familiar, just being on the other side 
this time.” 

Taylor Hall popped in an empty-net goal with 1:48 remaining in the third, 
just under four minutes after the Olofsson strike ruined Ullmark’s bid for a 
fourth career shutout. 

Pastrnak and Nosek each scored in the first, the Bruins able to mount a 
2-0 lead despite getting soundly outshot, 15-7, and forced to play in their 
own end much of the period. 

Pastrnak, blanked in the first two games of the new season, connected 
for the opener with only 3:49 gone, after Brad Marchand (two assists) 
stripped the puck from Dahlin in the right corner. 

Pastrnak, who scored 20 times last season (third best in the batting 
order) snapped off a one-timer from the right wing circle before Anderson 
could react in net. Bruins, 1-0. 

Nosek scored his first in a Bruins uniform after coach Bruce Cassidy 
shifted him off the third line to ride with Taylor Hall and Charlie Coyle on 
the No. 2 line. The trio moved the puck with speed and precision down 
the slot and Nosek, his blade firmly on the ice near the left post, saw 
Coyle’s feed bank off his stick and into the net. 

Craig Smith, who took Thursday as a maintenance day off, started the 
night on Coyle’s right wing. When Nosek moved up, Smith dropped down 
to the third line with Jake DeBrusk and Erik Haula. 

“I know what I said the other day, I thought the pieces fit,” said Cassidy, 
referring to his comment Tuesday that he figured he might not have to 
alter his lineup. “I guess they unfit.” 

The Sabres appeared to have the 2-0 lead cut in half around the 18:20 
mark when Cozens slipped a backhander under Ullmark’s right pad from 
the top of the crease. The puck looked certain to cross the goal line, only 
to get cut off by Ullmark’s left leg. 

“It felt like it trickled in,” said Ullmark, among those who initially felt it 
crossed the goal line. “When the puck didn’t hit my right pad, it felt like it 
was going to go in, then when it hit my left leg it felt like it was rebounding 
out from the back of the net.” 

Buffalo held a lopsided 29-8 advantage for shot attempts in the first 
period, an apt indication of how they carried play. 

Play balanced out in the second period, but again the Bruins managed 
the only scoring with Coyle connecting on the power play at 5:17 to boost 
the lead to 3-0. 

Parked at the bottom edge of the left wing circle, Coyle snapped in a 
pass that Marchand threaded through the slot from the opposite circle. 
Anderson was too late to cover the near post and Coyle had the Black-
and-Gold’s first power-play strike of the season. 

From the press box, the small crowd gave the night the feel of an 
exhibition game. 

“I wouldn’t say that, based on our experience of the last couple of years, 
having the fans in the building is a blessing,” said Bruins backliner 
Brandon Carlo. “I think we take it in that regard and just appreciate who’s 
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there … a lot of Bruins fans in the crowd tonight and we’re always 
thankful for that.” 
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Bruce Cassidy adds Anton Blidh and John Moore to Bruins lineup vs. 
Sabres 

 

Kevin Paul Dupont 

 

Blidh, his NHL work sparse in his six prior seasons on the Bruins payroll, 
moved in for the injured Nick Foligno. An agitator, Blidh took his spot on 
a fourth line, with Trent Frederic moving to center and Karson Kuhlman 
at right wing. 

Tomas Nosek, previously the No. 4 center, moved up to Foligno’s right 
wing spot on the Jake DeBrusk-Erik Haula trio. 

The fast-skating Moore, who required hip labrum surgery in the spring, 
truncating his 2021 season, was assigned his off-side (right D) and 
paired with Derek Forbort. 

“I didn’t like the way we defended the other night, in terms of keeping the 
puck out of our net,” said Cassidy, explaining why he moved Moore in for 
Clifton, who finished minus-2 in Philadelphia. “Johnny had a good camp, 
and we gave Cliffy first crack at it. 

“We’re not putting it all on Cliffy. It’s a message that if we don’t defend 
well enough, we’ll try other people till we get it right. That’s as simple as I 
can make it.” 

John Moore is motivated 

Moore is now in Year No. 4 of the five-year free agent deal he signed in 
July 2018. The game here was only his 91st with the Bruins, his playing 
time trimmed both by injury and better personnel options. 

“It’s definitely a chip on your shoulder, for sure,” said Moore, explaining 
how he felt when the Bruins put him on waivers, “and I’ll use it as 
motivation.” 

Thirty-one teams could have claimed Moore. All passed. Despite the 
chance that another team could have offered him more regular playing 
time, Moore was not hoping for a change of scenery, and he noted how 
much it meant for him to get an encouraging call from captain Patrice 
Bergeron the day he was placed on waivers. 

“I remember it happened, and like obviously you tell your family, your 
wife,” he said. “But you know, within five minutes Patrice called me and 
let me know how much I mean to this group. For someone like that, I 
mean, he’s never going to have to go through something like that. But for 
him to make you feel like you’re wanted and valued here … 

“This group has unfinished business, we believe in each other, and I 
want to be part of that.” 

Cassidy sounded pleased by the work of Moore, who logged 25 clean 
shifts, finished +1 with 18:47 in ice time. 

“I thought he was solid,” said the coach.  “He got his pucks to the net, 
was competing hard, helped us kill four penalties.  So ... when you come 
out of a game and don’t notice any gaffes with those type of players, 
probably means he was rock solid.” 

Speedy Anton Blidh cam agitate 

Cassidy’s hope was that Blidh, an aggressive skater, could help put 
pressure on Sabres defensemen, be an agitator with foot speed. 

“For me, it’s play physical,” said Blidh. “Hit people, win the puck, stay on 
them, and don’t give them that extra second. Be hard to play against.” 

One measure of how much the Bruins value Blidh was the fact that they 
protected him from waivers ahead of both forward Chris Wagner and 
Moore. Another measure: His two-way contract guarantees him a 
minimum $300,000, even if he were to spend most of the season in the 
minors. 

‘I’ve been here for seven years now,” said Blidh, noting why he didn’t 
look to join another organization, one that might have offered him day-to-
day NHL employment. “I like it every day. It feels like a second home, so 
why not stay here if I like it?” 

Blidh suffered an upper-body injury in the second period and did not play 
in the third, his night limited to only 11 shifts and 8:09 in ice time. 

Cassidy said there will be updates on both Blidh and Smith following 
Saturday’s noon workout in Brighton. 

Nick Foligno to consult medical staff 

There was no update on Foligno, as expected, and the veteran forward 
will meet with the club’s medical staff over the weekend. He is not 
expected to play in Sunday’s matinee vs. the Sharks at the Garden. 
Foligno, who will turn 34 on Halloween, suffered an upper-body injury 
late in the second period vs. the Flyers … The Bruins, whose power play 
ranked No. 10 overall (21.9 percent) over the 2021 56-game season, 
came into the night 0 for 4…. Coyle picked up the assist on Hall’s empty 
netter and finished a team-high 1-2—3 for the night … Hall, who came to 
the Bruins after his failed stay here last season, was booed often by the 
sparse crowd whenever he touched the puck. He also collected a pair of 
minor penalties, and was booed for those, too. Tough crowd, albeit 
humble in size …. Bergeron, the Chairman of the Boards, won 10 of his 
14 draws (71 percent). Tage Thompson lost 10 of his 15 (29 percent). 
Funny how the math works. 

Matt Grzelcyk joins Charlie McAvoy 

Forbort began the season on the No. 1 D pairing with Charlie McAvoy, 
but Cassidy flipped Matt Grzelcyk into the No. 1 left D spot in 
Philadelphia. Forbort is big and carries a long stick, but Grzelcyk is 
considerably faster and likely will be Cassidy’s choice to ride with 
McAvoy when not opposing heavy first lines … Jeremy Swayman most 
likely will get the net vs. the Sharks. The rookie goaltender, who gave up 
five goals in Philadelphia, is now 8-4-0 in his dozen career games and 
has yet to lose at the Garden (5-0-0), where he won the season opener 
last Saturday vs. Dallas. 
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How to watch Bruins-Sabres Friday night 

 

Chad Finn 

 

Reminder, Bruins fans. Friday night’s game against the Sabres will air 
exclusively on streaming services ESPN+ and Hulu. 

The game will not air on ESPN’s main network or on NESN, or anywhere 
on cable television. 

As part of ESPN’s new broadcast rights deal that brought the NHL back 
to the network for the first time since 2004, 75 regular-season games will 
air on ESPN+, the network’s subscription-based streaming service. 

This is the first of four Bruins games that will air on ESPN+ and Hulu this 
season. The others are: 

▪ Capitals at Bruins, Jan. 20 
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▪ Bruins at Blues, April 19 

▪ Rangers at Bruins, April 23 
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Linus Ullmark earns 4-1 win in Bruins’ debut 

B’s beat Sabres in goalie’s homecoming 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: October 22, 2021 at 9:21 p.m. | 
UPDATED: October 22, 2021 at 11:08 p.m. 

 

BUFFALO — The Buffalo Sabres burst to a jackrabbit 3-0 record to start 
the season in hopes of shedding their running punchline status. On 
Friday night at KeyBank Center, they showed some of the jump that led 
to that early eye-opening record. 

The Sabres are still not in the same class as the Bruins, however. 

Despite being outshot and outplayed for stretches on Friday night, the 
B’s made the most of their opportunities and came away with a 4-1 win. 
The B’s can also start to feel good about the four-year, $20 million 
investment they made in Linus Ullmark, who nabbed the win in his 
Bruins’ debut, and against his former team no less. 

“It’s definitely going to be one of those lifelong memories, for sure,” said 
Ullmark. “It was very special.” 

Ullmark stopped 35 of 36 shots and lost his shutout bid with 5:25 left 
when Victor Olofsson got behind Derek Forbort and snapped one 
between Ullmark’s pads. Other than that, Ullmark had everything going 
for him, including lady luck at times. 

“I thought he was awesome. He held us in that game throughout the first 
two periods especially there were some chances we needed to clean up 
in front of our net” said Brandon Carlo. “He was a brick wall tonight. He 
played very well. I loved his puck play. I connected well with him in the 
first period playing the puck and I feel like we’re getting a little more 
comfort in that regard. I thought his first game was fantastic.” 

The Bruins forged a 2-0 lead in a first period in which they were, shall we 
say, economical with their chances. 

The Sabres held a 15-7 shot advantage and had some solid 
opportunities in that bunch, but Ullmark was very good in the first period. 
And when he wasn’t good, he was fortunate. 

First, the B’s took an early lead on David Pastrnak’s first of the season. 
Brad Marchand gave Rasmus Dahlin a couple of crosschecks that may 
have been called in the preseason but were judged to be hunky-dory 
Friday night. He knocked Dahlin off the puck, Patrice Bergeron collected 
it behind the net and gave it right back to Marchand, who fed Pastrnak for 
the short-side goal past Craig Anderson at 3:49. 

For a good chunk of the period after the first goal, the Sabres had a 
strong territorial edge but Ullmark held the fort. It was sliding so badly in 
the wrong direction that coach Bruce Cassidy made an earlier than usual 
line switch, flipping right wings Tomas Nosek and Craig Smith (Smith had 
a maintenance day on Thursday and didn’t seem up to speed), and then 
moving Nosek to the middle with Charlie Coyle and Taylor Hall on the 
wings. 

And it worked almost immediately, as the new Nosek line doubled the B’s 
lead at 16:19. 

Nosek gained the blue line and fed Hall in the middle, who in turn dished 
to Coyle on the right wing. Coyle had a good chance to shoot the puck 

short-side but his feed to Nosek at the top of the crease was perfect for a 
tap-in. It was Nosek’s first as a Bruin. 

“I know what I said the other day, I thought the pieces fit. I guess they un-
fit,” joked Cassidy. “Listen, we’re trying to get Coyle and Hall going 
together, but maybe have somebody else in the middle and have Charlie 
go to the wing. It worked for today. Sometimes those are attention-
getters, sometimes you find solutions as well.” 

But the B’s were lucky to escape the first without a scoreboard blemish 
after they took back-to-back penalties at the end of the period. On the 
first Buffalo PP, it appeared Dylan Cozens had scored when he slipped a 
backhander through Ullmark’s legs, but the puck hit the goalie’s back 
skate on the goal line and ricocheted out. Ullmark counted his blessings. 

“It felt like it trickled in. It was kind of a broken play. When the puck didn’t 
hit my right pad, it felt like it was going to go in,” said Ullmark, 

The B’s did not squander their first power-play chance after Dahlin 
hooked Pastrnak on a good scoring chance. On the man-advantage, the 
first unit was changing out for the second when they cashed in at 5:17. 
Marchand, operating just outside the right dot, made a glittering pass to 
Coyle in the left circle and Coyle was able to snap it through Anderson’s 
short side. 

“Good for Charlie. He shot the puck, something we want more out of 
(him) in any situation. I’m happy for him. He made a good play on the 
(Nosek) goal, too, with the backdoor pass,” said Cassidy. 

After Olofsson spoiled Ullmark’s shutout bid, Hall made it even more 
interesting took when he took an ill-advised offensive zone tripping 
penalty with 3:58 left, much to the delight of the sparse Buffalo crowd 
who never saw the explosiveness Hall has shown in Boston in his short 
stint in Buffalo. 

But the fans didn’t like it so much when the B’s killed off the penalty and 
Hall was there to emphatically pound home the empty-netter to finish the 
Sabres off. 
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Bruins Notebook: Cassidy shuffles defensive pairs 

After hip surgery and waivers, Moore looking to make best of opportunity 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: October 22, 2021 at 1:58 p.m. | 
UPDATED: October 22, 2021 at 10:57 p.m. 

 

BUFFALO — The Bruins may have been playing only their second game 
of the year on Wednesday in Philadelphia, but giving up six goals — and 
the manner in which they were allowed — were unacceptable to coach 
Bruce Cassidy. 

Because of that, Cassidy decided to make a switch on the back end, 
replacing Connor Clifton with veteran John Moore on the third defensive 
pairing for Friday’s game against the Buffalo Sabres at KeyBank Center. 

“I didn’t like the way we defended the other night in terms of keeping the 
puck out of our net, so Johnny had a good camp, we gave Cliffy first 
crack at it, so it’s just a bit of a — and we’re not putting it all on Cliffy — 
it’s a message that if you don’t defend well enough, then we’ll try other 
people till we get it right. That’s as simple as I can make it,” said Cassidy 
on Friday morning. 

Tasked with being the right-side defensive depth, the left-shooting Moore 
played very well in camp and, had he been a right shot, perhaps he 
would have received more consideration to be in the lineup on opening 
night. The biggest challenge for Moore playing the off-side is being able 
to handle rim clear attempts on his backhand. But he feels he’s got 
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enough experience and has put in enough homework to be able to 
handle the task. 

“I’m a pretty big student of the game and I like studying guys that have 
success on their off-side,” said Moore. “I remember a guy like Ron 
Hainsey, who had lot of success, T.J. Brodie in Toronto. I see their game 
and I see them under-handling it, I see them using their feet. Those are 
all things that are I’m trying to bring to my game.” 

Moore was solid in 18:47 of icetime, picking up a plus-1 with two shots 
along with a hit and a blocked shot. He also played 2:41 on he B’s 4-for-4 
penalty kill. 

It has been a whirlwind few months for Moore. Last March, he had hip 
surgery to repair a torn labrum and have the top of his femur reshaped so 
that it fits more cleanly into the hip socket. Then, despite having what 
looked like a very successful comeback in training camp, Moore and 
fellow veteran Chris Wagner were placed on waivers as the team had to 
get down to the 23-man roster limit. 

While it seemed unlikely that another team would claim Moore’s contract 
— he’s due $2.75 million this year and next — Moore conceded it was a 
difficult time. 

“It was a full range of emotions,” said Moore. “I think that is what it is. I 
really had no control over that decision. It’s a business decision. A step 
beyond that, I was proud of the way I showed up to camp, proud of the 
way I competed. I felt that I controlled what I could control. I always talk 
about signing my work and I felt like I could for what I did in camp. It’s 
definitely a chip on your shoulder, for sure, and I’ll use it as motivation.” 

Despite that chip, Moore said he never hoped that another team would 
claim him, even it meant a better chance to play. You can credit the 
captain for him wanting to remain a Bruin, at least in part. 

“I remember it happened and, first, obviously you tell your family and 
wife,” said Moore. “And then Patrice (Bergeron), within five minutes, he 
called me and let me know how much I mean to this group. For someone 
like that — he’s never going to have to go through something like that — 
but for him to make you feel you’re wanted and you’re valued here … this 
group has unfinished business and we believe in each other and I want 
to be a part of that.” 

And Moore feels like he’s already accomplished something just by being 
on the ice. 

“It’s been a journey for sure,” said Moore. “I had surgery March 22 in 
New York on my hip and got out of there in a wheelchair and here I am 
playing in an NHL game. I’m just celebrating that small victory. I’m up off 
the mat and I’m ready to go. I’m excited. I’m proud of myself. I’m proud of 
my support network, my family, my wife, my kids. A lot of people helped 
me behind the scenes to get back here.” 

Blidh added to lineup, can’t finish game 

With Nick Foligno out with an upper body injury (he’ll be re-evaluated 
when the team returns to Boston), Anton Blidh was inserted into the 
lineup as the fourth line left wing while Trent Frederic was moved to 
center. Karson Kuhlman remained the right wing on that line while Tomas 
Nosek bumped up to take Foligno’s spot on the right wing with center 
Erik Haula and left wing Jake DeBrusk, though the second and third lines 
were quickly jumbled. 

“Anton is a good penalty killer, can save some wear and tear on guys 
there,” said Cassidy. “He’s got good pace to affect the forecheck, like 
(Kuhlman) so there’s good speed on that line. He’ll always give you that. 
It’s just a matter of him being consistent every night, doing what Kuhlie 
does when he doesn’t play for shifts, which is stay in the game. And 
(Blidh) likes to be an agitator, so he’s got to do it in a positive fashion. He 
can’ be the guy ending up in the box in those situations. That’s 
something we’ve talked to him about. If he can get us on the power play 
by getting other guys off their game, then that’s a plus.” 

Said Blidh: “I felt like during this preseason, I had two bad penalties. You 
can say that. You just have to find the right line. What can I do and what 
can’t I do.” 

Blidh, however, did not come out for the third period because of an upper 
body injury. He’ll be re-evaluated on Saturday. 

Power play not getting a lot of work 

It’s too early to call it a trend but through the first two games, the B’s 
large shot and territorial advantage in both games did not translate into a 
plethora of power-play opportunities. They had only four while opponents 
had eight. 

“You would think (the B’s would have more man-advantages), but maybe 
teams don’t want to put us on the power play. So there’s sometimes 
maybe the thought of ‘I’m going to give them an extra whack at it in front 
because I don’t want to put them on the power play,’” said Cassidy. “That 
usually goes hand in hand, when you have puck possession and you’re 
going and attacking, you’ll get on it, but again, it’s early in the year. I don’t 
want to overanalyze it.” 

The B’s only saw two on Friday against the Sabres, but they cashed in 
on one of them… 

After Nosek was moved up to center Charlie Coyle and Taylor Hall, he 
was dominant in the faceoff circle, winning 10-of-13 draws, 

Boston Herald LOADED: 10.23.2021 

1223582 Boston Bruins 

 

Talking Points: Ullmark, Boston Bruins Take Care of Sabres 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 4-1 win over the 
Buffalo Sabres at the KeyBank Center in Buffalo. 

GOLD STAR: Linus Ullmark clearly wasn’t at his best during the 
preseason, but it was a different story making his debut during the 
regular season for the Boston Bruins against his old Buffalo Sabres club. 
Ullmark stopped 15 shots in the first period while the B’s counter-
punched for a pair of goals in the first period and made a show-stopping 
save on Dylan Cozens after the Sabres forward appeared to beat him 
five hole. Instead, Ullmark kicked the puck away with the back of his left 
leg pad after the puck went through the opening in his legs. It may have 
looked lucky, but goaltenders are in the right position to be lucky more 
often than not in their puck-stopping careers. The Sabres finally snapped 
the shutout with a little more than five minutes to go in the third period, 
but that was as close as Ullmark would allow them to get in the game. It 
was 35 saves in all for Ullmark, including this beauty. 

Linus making his Ullmark pic.twitter.com/eoV1vC3dvU 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) October 22, 2021 

BLACK EYE: Embarrassing performance for the Buffalo Sabres fan base 
barely showing up in numbers for a hockey team that got off to a 3-0-0 
start this season. It was a sad friends and family crowd of 7, 820 fans on 
a Friday night, and they lamely tried to boo Taylor Hall throughout the 
night. Instead, Hall finished with the empty net goal to ice the game late 
in the third period after beating an icing call and posted a pair of points 
and a plus-2 rating in a strong night for Boston’s second line. And Sabres 
fans once again watched their team get kicked around by the Black and 
Gold in an Atlantic Division matchup that’s repeated over and over 
through most of the last decade. Certainly, the Boston Bruins didn’t look 
like they were approaching the Sabres with any more respect than they 
usually do in throwing the body around. 
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Apparently the Bruins weren’t that impressed with Buffalo’s 3-0-0 start 
pic.twitter.com/gHJi7pYIBL 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) October 23, 2021 

TURNING POINT: It was all about the first period for the Bruins as they 
rode out some pretty strong Sabres shifts where they were getting 
scoring chances by the bench, but Ullmark made 15 saves and the 
Bruins were on their way to blocking a whopping 22 shots. They emptied 
the tank defensively fronting shots and protecting the house around the 
net, and clearly got the message that the Bruins needed to defend better 
after a rough loss in Philly. Once they held strong and exited the first 
period with a 2-0 lead, it was difficult for the Sabres to really generate the 
same prolonged waves of attack moving forward. The Bruins withstood 
Buffalo’s best punch and counter-punched their way to a first period 
victory that earned them the two points. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Dominant game for David Pastrnak, who got 
the Boston Bruins on the board in the first period and really gave the 
Sabres defense all kinds of problems early in the game. Midway through 
the first period, Pastrnak had all four shots on net for the Black and Gold 
as the rest of the group was a little more slow-going. But eventually 
Pastrnak scored on a great shift where Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron each touched the puck before his scoring shot, and then 
Pastrnak drew a hooking call in the second period that set up Charlie 
Coyle’s PP score. In all he finished with a team-high six shots on net and 
eight shot attempts in 16:39 of ice time and was the biggest difference-
maker for the B’s offensively. 

BY THE NUMBERS: $6.99 – the price per month for ESPN+, which 
Boston Bruins needed to pay in order to watch Friday night’s 
Bruins/Sabres game either on the ESPN streaming channel or on Hulu. 
Predictably, there was a lot of grumbling from Boston Bruins fans that the 
game wasn’t on NESN. The next Hulu/ESPN+ game is going to be the 
Black Friday matinee after Thanksgiving, which could really raise the 
saltiness level with B’s fans. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “It’s definitely going to be one of those lifelong 
memories, for sure. It was very special.” –Linus Ullmark on getting his 
first Boston Bruins win against his former Buffalo Sabres team. 
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Bruins Goalie Ullmark Won’t Be Afraid To Chirp Old Sabres Teammates 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

New Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark won’t be afraid to chirp his 
former teammates when he makes his first start for the Bruins against his 
former team, the Buffalo Sabres on Friday night (7 PM ET, ESPN+, 
Hulu). 

After the Boston Bruins held their Thursday afternoon practice in 
advance of tonight’s game in Buffalo against the undefeated Sabres, 
Ullmark told the media, if given a reason, he’ll talk it up out there in hopes 
of getting under the skin of the only team he’s played for until tonight. 

“If they start talking, I’ll talk, too. But I’ll just try to keep it to myself. I don’t 
want to get too riled up.,” Ullmark said. 

This was in response to his former teammate Rasmus Dahlin saying this 
about Ullmark: 

“I will do everything I can to score because I like scoring on him. He talks 
a lot of (crap),” he said. “I just like scoring on him.” 

The Boston Bruins are hoping Ullmark can finally do all his talking with 
his performance between the pipes. After signing a four-year, $20 million 

with the Bruins this past offseason, Ullmark has struggled to acclimate 
himself to his new team and environment following six losing seasons in 
Buffalo. His preseason ended with an epic blunder that led to the 
overtime winner for the New York Rangers and the 28-year-old goalie is 
hoping he can finally round into form with the games counting in the 
standings. 

“It’s getting better every day. It’s a work in progress,” Ullmark said 
Thursday. “I’m one of the new guys for once. They are taking good care 
of me, there’s a lot of conversations on and off the ice that just makes it 
more and more automatic, I would say, instead of having to think about 
what to do out there…very impressed about how the guys are going to 
battle for each other every single day.” 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy has seen signs that Ullmark is 
ready to go to battle for his teammates and has loved how the elder 
Ullmark has bonded with rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman. 

“He comes to the rink in a good mood every day,” said Cassidy. “Him and 
Swayman – I think that’s his most important relationship…two guys we 
see as our future, so they seem to be in a good place with one another, 
competing with one another, knowing that the net is available.” 

To Ullmark, that’s just doing what an NHL player and teammate is 
supposed to do. 

“I’m the same guy with a different paycheck,” said Ullmark. “There’s 
nothing going on off the ice that I haven’t done before. That’s what got 
me here. If I start doing something else, I’m not gonna be in the league 
for long. 
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Game 3: Boston Bruins @ Sabres Lines, Preview 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins (1-1-0) will try to bounce back from an ugly 6-3 loss to 
the Philadelphia Flyers when they complete their first road trip of the 
season against the Buffalo Sabres (3-0-0), at KeyBank Arena in Buffalo 
on Friday night. 

This is the first game of the season for the Boston Bruins that will only be 
broadcast exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu Network so Bruins fans will 
need a subscription to one or both of those networks to watch their team 
tonight. You can subscribe to ESPN+ here and get access to both with a 
Hulu subscription here. 

Despite losing their captain Jack Eichel and the controversy that has 
surrounded the team from that disaster, the Sabres have stormed out to 
a 3-0-0 start and with the always rocking Friday night crowd in Buffalo, 
this won’t be the typical easy win for the Bruins as they try to get their 
second win of the season. The Sabres are looking to improve to 4-0-0 for 
the first time since 2008-09. 

Former Buffalo Sabres goalie Linus Ullmark will make his first start of the 
season for the Boston Bruins and veteran journeyman and veteran goalie 
Craig Anderson will get the nod for the Sabres. Anderson is 2-0-0 and 
has stopped 62 of 65 shots for a .954 save percentage with a 1.50 goals-
against average. 

The Boston Bruins are -190 favorites over at Nitro Casino. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins will have some changes in their lineup Friday. With 
veteran winger Nick Foligno out with an upper-body injury, winger Anton 
Blidh will draw in and play left wing on the fourth line with Trent Frederic 
and Karson Kuhlman. That will push forward Tomas Nosek up to the third 
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line where he will ride the right wing next to Erik Haula and Jake 
DeBrusk. On the blue line, John Moore will make his season debut as he 
draws in for Connor Clifton and plays the right side on the third pairing 
with Matt Grzelcyk. 

#NHLBruins pregame updates per Coach Cassidy: 

Anton Blidh will sub in for the injured Nick Foligno and play on the fourth 
line with Trent Frederic in the middle and Karson Kuhlman on the right. 

Tomas Nosek moves up to third-line right wing. 

John Moore is in for Connor Clifton. pic.twitter.com/3yFiWqWv7Z 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) October 22, 2021 

-Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand has stormed out of the gate with 
three goals in three games. Marchand had two goals in the season-
opening 3-1 win over the Dallas Stars last Saturday and then lit the lamp 
on Wednesday in Philly as well. 

– The Bruins were sloppy in their 6-3 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers 
Wednesday and played ‘losing hockey’ according to Boston Bruins head 
coach Bruce Cassidy. The Bruins will look to find their winning ways 
against a team they have basically owned in recent years. Since October 
4, 2018, the Bruins are 13-2-0 against the Sabres. 

-This is the second of a two-game roadie for the Boston Bruins before 
they return to Boston for a Sunday matinee (1 PM ET) against the San 
Jose Sharks. The Bruins then head on the road for another two-game 
road trip on October 27 (at Florida Panthers) and October 28 (at Carolina 
Hurricanes). 

Buffalo Sabres Notes 

– As mentioned above, the Sabres have been one of the surprise stories 
in the NHL thus far. One of the keys to their hot start has been the 
quantity and quality of their shots each game. FOBHN (Friend of BHN), 
John Buccigross of ESPN, tweeted these two tidbits Friday morning: 

The Sabres are 2nd in the league in shot attempts per game from the slot 
compared to ranking 26th out of 31 teams just a season ago. 
pic.twitter.com/txo7I41oGc 

— Bucci Mane (@Buccigross) October 22, 2021 

The Sabres have outshot their opponents in all three games by a total 
margin of 112-86.. The Sabres were outshot by their opponents in over 
73 percent of their games last season, a rate that was the third-highest in 
the league behind only the Canucks and Blue Jackets (75% each). 
pic.twitter.com/6DmLq83pnO 

— Bucci Mane (@Buccigross) October 22, 2021 

-Cody Eakin is out after suffering an injury during practice on 
Wednesday. He is expected to return at some point next week, Sabres 
coach Don Granato said Thursday. 

-The Sabres have been getting scoring from throughout the lineup so far. 
Kyle Okposo, Zemgus Girgensons, and  Tage Thompson each have two 
goals, and Eakin, former Boston Bruins forward Anders Bjork, Victor 
Olofsson, Jeff Skinner, Rasmus Asplund, each have a goal apiece. 
Former Bruins defenseman Colin Miller leads the team in assists with 
four helpers. 

Boston Bruins Lines 

Forwards: 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron – David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Jake DeBrusk – Erik Haula – Tomáš Nosek  

Anton Blidh -Trent Frederic – Karson Kuhlman 

Defense: 

Derek Forbort – Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly – Brandon Carlo 

Matt Grzelcyk – John Moore 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Buffalo Sabres Lines 

Forwards: 

Jeff Skinner – Dylan Cozens – Vinnie Hinostroza 

Rasmus Asplund – Tage Thompson – Victor Olofsson 

Andres Bjork – Zemgus Girgensons – Kyle Okposo 

Drake Caggiula – Arrtu Ruosalainen – John Hayden 

Defense: 

Rasmus Dahlin – Will Butcher 

Jacob Bryson – Colin Miller 

Robert Hagg – Mark Pysyk 

Goalies: 

Craig Anderson 

Dustin Tokarski 
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BHN Puck Links: NHL Analyst Milbury Says Gretzky Needs ‘Some 
Energy’ 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

While one wouldn’t call it a straight NHL rip job by Mike Milbury on 
Wayne Gretzky’s TV analyst work, it wasn’t exactly a warm, ringing 
endorsement either. The former NBC hockey analyst and Boston Bruins 
defenseman was on the Greg Hill Show on Thursday and the 
conversation gravitated toward the Great One’s work on TV with TNT 
thus far. 

Milbury gave an unflinchingly accurate assessment that Gretzky is clearly 
getting used to the broadcasting profession and perhaps needs to inject 
a little more energy into his work, something that Mad Mike never lacked 
during his colorful, often critical analysis when NBC had the NHL 
broadcasting rights. 

“Jesus, can you make a comment about the Great One and not be 100 
percent positive?” said Milbury, with his trademark edge. “I need a cup of 
coffee to be honest with you. I thought [Paul] Bissonnette was pretty 
good. He’s kinda funny and brings it and has the podcast and does a 
good job of that. I think Wayne is new to the job and he’s going to have to 
figure out that you’ve got to bring some energy when you’re on camera. 
You can’t just be kind of monotone-ish.” 

GHS- NHL Analyst Mike Milbury joins the show: “I needed a cup of 
coffee” to watch Wayne Gretzky’s commentary https://t.co/S70imdYLBx 

— WEEI (@WEEI) October 21, 2021 
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Mad Mike may sometimes be blunt, but he’s also on point with his 
opinions when it comes to hockey. This time is no different. Now on to 
the BHN Puck Links: 

*It’s bad news for the Boston Bruins as Nick Foligno (upper body) is out 
for tonight’s game against the Buffalo Sabres and is doubtful for Sunday 
afternoon against the San Jose Sharks. (Boston Hockey Now) 

*Jacob Markstrom is something of a “unicorn” for the Calgary Flames and 
he’s going to have to play like a mythical beast in order for the Flames to 
get where they want to be. (Calgary Hockey Now) 

*Evgeny Kuznetsov has “rekindled that joy” for the game of hockey 
during a strong start for the Washington Capitals. (Washington Hockey 
Now) 

*Vegas is bracing for Hurricane McDavid to blow through tonight as the 
Edmonton Oilers are coming to town. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

*Which version of Patrik Laine are the Columbus Blue Jackets going to 
get this season? It’s an interesting question how much will tied into the 
Jackets overall performance this year. (Sports Illustrated) 

*Really good story from colleague Fluto Shinzawa about the star-studded 
Junior Bruins teams from the 1997 birth year that featured everybody 
from Charlie McAvoy to Auston Matthews, to Mat Barzal on their roster. 
(The Athletic) 

*Touching segment on TNT about Jimmy Hayes and keeping lines of 
communication open for people that may be struggling for help. 

“If you need help, ask for help.” 

Remembering the beautiful life of Jimmy “Broadway” Hayes. 
pic.twitter.com/ZoXY2XqYdS 

— NHLonTNT (@NHL_On_TNT) October 20, 2021 

*For something completely different: The more I hear about Charlie Cox 
being intertwined with Spiderman, the more I like it. (We Got This 
Covered) 
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Linus Ullmark, in his Bruins debut, sparkles in win against his old team 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Oct 23, 2021  

 

BUFFALO — Sixteen days had passed since Linus Ullmark had seen an 
NHL shot. The ex-Sabre made the most of his free time. 

In his Bruins debut Friday, Ullmark stopped 35 of 36 shots to lead his 
new club to a 4-1 win over Buffalo. The first-year Bruin, unsure of himself 
and his surroundings at the start of camp, was in command of the crease 
against the players who know him best. 

“It’s definitely going to be one of those lifelong memories for sure,” 
Ullmark said of grabbing his first win with his new team. “It was very 
special.” 

Ullmark’s debut could have gone sideways from the start. In the first 
period, his ex-teammates made regular visits to dangerous areas of the 
ice. Ullmark turned back all 15 shots, including a Dylan Cozens 
backhander that slipped under his right pad but clanged off the goalie’s 
left skate. When Cozens tried to score on the rebound, Ullmark dove to 
his right to keep the puck out of the net. 

“I thought he was awesome,” Brandon Carlo said. “I think he held us in 
that game throughout the first two periods especially. There were some 

chances that we needed to clean up in front of our net a little bit. He was 
a brick wall tonight.” 

Without Ullmark, the Bruins could have limped out of the first period 
down by several goals. The Bruins could not slow down the Sabres’ 
regular and fast-moving arrivals in their end. The Bruins, usually sound at 
constructing layers of protection in the net-front area, were constantly 
chasing the buzzing Sabres. It did not help that Buffalo turned center ice 
into a launchpad. 

“Most of it was they were coming through the neutral zone too easily,” 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We were loose with our third guy. 
Now their D are coming. And we were one-and-done at the other end. 
Now we were one-and-done to the tune of a couple goals, which 
obviously helps.” 

A superstar initiated the first one. 

Perhaps Rasmus Dahlin will develop into a difference-making 
defenseman. But the No. 1 pick in 2018 usually comes out on the losing 
end of battles with Brad Marchand. 

Friday was no different. Marchand dumped Dahlin behind the Buffalo 
goal line in the first period to jostle the puck loose. It did not take long for 
the turnover to end up behind Craig Anderson. Touches between Patrice 
Bergeron and Marchand turned into a David Pastrnak goal, giving the 
Bruins a 1-0 lead. 

Later in the first, Mike Reilly’s crisp outlet pass caught the Sabres with 
three forwards up the ice. Tomas Nosek turned a three-on-two rush with 
Taylor Hall and Charlie Coyle into a 2-0 score. 

It was a timely strike for Nosek. The first-year Bruin, who started the 
game as the No. 3 right wing, was on his first shift centering Hall and 
Coyle. Cassidy had made the switch partly because Craig Smith, the 
usual No. 2 right wing, was misfiring because of an undisclosed ailment 
that had kept him out of Thursday’s practice. Cassidy also hadn’t seen 
enough from the Hall-Coyle combination. 

“We’re trying to get Coyle and Hall going together,” Cassidy said. “But 
maybe it’s someone else in the middle and Charlie to the wing type of 
thing. It worked for today. Sometimes those are attention-getters. 
Sometimes you find solutions as well.” 

Cassidy has a history of being aggressive with his lineup early in the 
season. Sometimes it’s in-game adjustments like promoting Nosek. 
Before the game, he altered his third defensive pairing. 

John Moore was in. Connor Clifton was out. Cassidy targeted the entire 
blue line, not just Clifton, with his decision: Allowing five goals plus an 
empty-netter to Philadelphia was not good enough. 

“We’re not putting it all on Cliffy,” Cassidy said. “It’s a message that if we 
don’t defend well enough, we’ll try other people until we get it right.” 

Moore was limited to 24 games in 2019-20 after shoulder surgery. Last 
year, he made just five appearances until the grinding in his hip made 
playing impossible. On March 22, Moore underwent surgery to repair his 
labrum and smooth out the head of his femur to fit the hip socket. 

“I got out of there on a wheelchair. Here I am playing in an NHL game,” 
Moore said. “I’m just celebrating that small victory. I’m up off the mat and 
I’m ready to go. I’m excited. I’m proud of myself. I’m proud of my support 
network: my family, my wife, my kids. A lot of people behind the scenes 
helped me get back here.” 

Recovery from hip surgery did not grant Moore a free pass in training 
camp. He was one of two extra defensemen along with Jakub Zboril. 

On Oct. 9, the Bruins placed Moore on waivers. By doing so, the 
franchise signaled it was OK with losing Moore for nothing. Thirty-one 
teams passed on Moore’s two remaining years and $5.5 million 
remaining salary. Moore did not enjoy the process. 

“Full range of emotions,” Moore said. “I really had no control over that 
decision. It’s a business decision. A step beyond that, I was proud of the 
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way I showed up to camp. Proud of the way I competed. I felt I controlled 
what I could control. I always talk about signing my work. I felt like I could 
for what I did in camp. It’s definitely a chip on your shoulder for sure. I’ll 
use it for motivation.” 

Shortly after landing on waivers, Moore got a call. It was Bergeron. 

“Within five minutes, he called me and let me know how much I mean to 
this group,” Moore said. “For someone like that, he’s never going to have 
to go through something like that. For him to make you feel like you’re 
wanted and you’re valued here, this group has unfinished business. We 
believe in each other. I want to be a part of that.” 

Moore has always been a good teammate. He is one of the team’s better 
skaters. But because of his inconsistent defending, Moore has never 
gained lineup traction. 

“Johnny’s had good games. Then the puck will end up in his net because 
he’ll run out of position,” Cassidy said. “Or his stick will be in the wrong 
spot. Some of those little details of the game, night after night, he’s got to 
make sure he brings them. Sometimes when you’re fighting for your spot, 
a guy like Johnny, who’s all-in on effort, will try to do too much at times. 
That’s what we try and tell him. ‘Just clean. Clean hockey. Let the play 
come to you.’” 

Moore played 18:47. It was a tight performance. 

“When you come out of a game and you don’t notice any gaffes on those 
types of players,” Cassidy said, “it probably means he was rock-solid.” 
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‘Same guy with a different paycheck’: Linus Ullmark returns to Buffalo 
looking to lay claim to the Bruins’ net 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Oct 22, 2021 

 

BUFFALO — Linus Ullmark’s new teammates are getting to know a 
goalie with a sense of humor. 

The ex-Sabre, who will make his Bruins debut Friday against his old club, 
was not afraid to take a swipe at the city he called home for parts of six 
seasons. 

“Sun will rise up tomorrow,” said Ullmark when asked about his counsel 
for Jeremy Swayman, the 22-year-old coming off the roughest start of his 
young NHL career. “As it did. One of the few times it actually did rise in 
Buffalo.” 

Ullmark’s former teammates are quite familiar with the goalie’s quirks, 
mouthiness being one of them. 

“He talks a lot of shit,” fellow Swede Rasmus Dahlin said. “I just like 
scoring on him.” 

It’s been new for Ullmark. Early Thursday morning, following the Bruins’ 
arrival from Philadelphia, he checked into the Westin Buffalo instead of 
driving home. After having hopes of being the season-opening starter, 
Ullmark has had to wait his turn for two games. Now he’s making his first 
appearance for his new team against shooters who know him better than 
anyone. 

“I’m the same guy with a different paycheck,” said Ullmark, who signed a 
four-year, $20 million contract with the Bruins. “That’s it. There’s nothing 
going on off the ice I haven’t done before. That’s what got me here. So if 
I start doing something else, I’m not going to be in the league for long.” 

The Buffalo-to-Boston transition has included an expected degree of 
turbulence. Ullmark is playing in a new system for a new coach with new 

teammates. The Bruins are chasing a Stanley Cup while the Sabres 
simply aimed for respectability. Ullmark will have gone 16 days without 
live action, with his last appearance being a preseason game. Practice 
reps have helped Ullmark become smoother and more instinctual with his 
reads and reactions. 

“It’s getting better every day,” Ullmark said. “It’s a work in progress. I’m 
one of the new guys for once. They’re taking good care of me. There’s a 
lot of conversations on and off the ice that just make it more and more 
automatic. Instead of thinking what I should do out there, it’s in the back 
of my brain all the time.” 

Unlike previous seasons, there is real competition for net time. Swayman 
left the door open with the first decaf performance in the NHL against the 
Flyers. Ullmark would like to kick it down. 

Bouncing back 

It was only a matter of time. Swayman was going to have a game in 
which pucks got through. 

“The longer he plays — he’s only got 10 games under his belt here — 
he’s going to have bumps in the road,” goaltending coach Bob Essensa 
said before the season. “Fortunately for him, those haven’t come as of 
yet. But they will. They will. I know he’s confident he’s going to be able to 
get through those bumps in the road. That just speaks to his mindset.” 

Sure enough, to Bruce Cassidy’s eye, Swayman did not let his 19-save 
outing linger. 

“Didn’t change a beat,” the Bruins coach said after Thursday’s practice at 
KeyBank Center. “He was out there working hard. He was out there 
getting his warmups with Goalie Bob, ready to go early. Smile on his 
face. It was good to see he’s not going to get too high or low. I think at 
that position, that’s important.” 

Swayman could get Sunday’s start against San Jose at TD Garden. The 
goalies would then split the following back-to-back against Florida and 
Carolina on Oct. 27 and 28. 

“If he’s going to have any type of career in this league, he’s going to have 
games like that where the puck just finds a way through him,” Cassidy 
said. “You’re hoping they’re not that often. How does he bounce back 
from it? (That) will be the next test for him. We talked about this, 
adversity. This is his first game where he could probably say he wasn’t at 
his best of the 12 he’s played. So let’s see how he bounces back from it. 
Is it in his head? Or does he just move on, put it behind him, learn and be 
better the next time? We’ll see.” 

Lethal top line 

As usual, the Bruins’ No. 1 line has been in full command. In 23:31 of 
five-on-five play, according to Natural Stat Trick, the Bruins outshot the 
Stars and Flyers by a 20-8 margin (71.43 percent) with Brad Marchand, 
Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak on the ice. By using their smarts, 
experience, skill, spacing and puck-recovery tenacity, the No. 1 line has 
dominated zone time. The only thing missing has been finish (one goal, 
courtesy of Marchand, on 15 shots). 

What’s made the top-liners even more dangerous has been taking 
regular shifts with Charlie McAvoy. Opponents have noticed. 

“Those three players are incredible at getting pucks back,” said Buffalo 
coach Don Granato. “When they have the puck, it’s amazing what they 
execute. Then you throw in McAvoy. They play him with that line for that 
reason. He can think and process at the level of those other three. So 
you have those four together, it is a group effort. Tall task. They definitely 
command respect throughout the whole league.” 

McAvoy played mostly with Derek Forbort in the season opener against 
Dallas. McAvoy was reunited with Matt Grzelcyk against Philadelphia. In 
15:22 of five-on-five play, the Bruins had an 86.67 percent shot share 
and an 89.84 expected goals-for share with Grzelcyk and McAvoy 
rocking and rolling with the No. 1 line. 
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“He was up the ice, trying to be a force offensively,” said Cassidy of 
McAvoy. “Very confident (Wednesday) night. Didn’t hurt his defensive 
game. That’s what I like about those two when they’re on. It’s not all or 
nothing with them. They tend to read off each other well in terms of, ‘If 
I’m up, you’ve got to be back.’” 

Foligno out, Blidh in 

Nick Foligno, hurt in Wednesday’s second period, will not play against 
Buffalo because of an upper-body injury. It’s likely he will be unavailable 
for Sunday against the Sharks. 

Karson Kuhlman, usually the No. 4 right wing, should replace Foligno on 
the No. 3 line. Anton Blidh, a healthy scratch for the first two games, will, 
in all likelihood, make his season debut as the No. 4 left wing. Trent 
Frederic will move to the middle. Tomas Nosek will play right wing. 

Craig Smith was held out of Thursday’s practice because of a minor 
injury. The No. 2 right wing should be ready for Friday. With Foligno and 
Smith unavailable, Connor Clifton took reps as a forward. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Carey Price makes Canada’s Olympic long list, but 
will he be ready to play in Beijing? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Oct 22, 2021  

 

The Olympic long list by definition shouldn’t be that much of an issue 
given that it extends to 55 NHL players per team. But it goes without 
saying it affects one country more than others. 

Canada still has 43 percent of the players in the NHL, followed by the 
U.S. at 26 percent. 

So yes, 55 players is a long list, but immediately it forces both those 
countries, but especially Team Canada, into early and important 
decisions after complying with last Friday’s Oct. 15 long list deadline. 

If someone gets hot or has a breakthrough year, but wasn’t on the long 
list, it’s too late to add him. 

Now to be clear, as per strict rules from the NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association, none of the countries’ long lists were made public. But after 
some sleuthing this past week, as reported on TSN’s Insider Trading 
Thursday, I managed to confirm the goalies on Team Canada’s long list 
for the 2022 Olympic Games in Beijing. 

Canada named six goalies instead of the maximum five for its long list. A 
special exemption was made for Canadiens goalie Carey Price as he 
remains in the NHLPA’s player assistance program. 

The six goalies on Canada’s long list are Price, Marc-Andre Fleury, 
Darcy Kuemper, Jordan Binnington, Carter Hart and Mackenzie 
Blackwood. 

All things being equal when the playoffs ended last summer, I’m 
confident in saying Team Canada brass had Price being their No. 1 
followed by Fleury, and then a really good argument to be had between 
Kuemper and Binnington for the No. 3 spot. 

Kuemper made himself a strong case with his gold medal performance at 
the IIHF world championship last spring and now gets to backstop the 
Cup contending Colorado Avalanche so a strong opening three months 
to the season will give him a decent look to make Team Canada. 

If the Blues bounce back this season as contenders and Binnington 
resembles more the 2019 Cup champion goalie, he’s obviously right 
there with Kuemper in that No. 3 running if not higher in the pecking 

order. He’s looked good early on this season. I like his chances to make 
Team Canada. 

Now, let’s deal with the elephant in the room before we go any further. 
Nobody knows about Price at this point. My understanding is that Team 
Canada GM Doug Armstrong and his management group have stayed 
away from asking and don’t plan to pry at all on what is a very personal 
situation Price is currently facing. 

But time is also on Team Canada’s side. If Price returns after a 30-day 
minimum time in the NHL-NHLPA Assistance Program, and finds his ‘A’ 
game by December, there’s no reason why he can’t still be the No. 1 
netminder for Team Canada or at least be among Canada’s trio of 
goalies. 

But there’s a lot of if’s here. We have no idea for sure when Price will 
return. And when he does, well, he’s returning to a team that’s come out 
of the gates as a tire fire. 

All I care about, personally, is that Price finds peace in his life after 
having the immense courage of seeking help. So, the Olympics don’t 
matter in that equation. But on the other hand, having the chance to win 
another Olympic gold medal might actually be the salvation of his season 
hockey-wise given how things have started for his team in Montreal. 

The bottom line is, nobody at all knows where Price figures into Team 
Canada at this point which is why the special exemption makes total 
sense. 

The Blackhawks have started slowly, too, so you wonder how that affects 
Fleury’s standing with Team Canada but I would assume as long as he 
shows himself to be his normal self over the next three months he’s a no-
brainer pick. The dude is the reigning Vezina Trophy winner after all. 
Flower power, man. 

“We have to be careful just looking at what’s in front of us as far as what 
a player is going through now, and what I mean is statistically,’’ TSN 
colleague and former NHL goalie and goalie coach Jamie McLennan told 
me Friday. “It’s up to the management team to look at the fibre of the 
player because everyone comes from different situations. 

“It’s not going on reputations, but it’s going on what they believe their 
capabilities are,” McLennan added. “So I’m going to look at a guy like 
Flower and look at the whole body of work not just look at the first two 
months of the season on a team that’s struggling to find their identity. It 
may not be the sexiest of choices, but you don’t forget how to play. Marc-
Andre Fleury doesn’t win a Vezina and then forgets how to put his pads 
on.’’ 

Obviously, McLennan feels the same way about Price if the Canadiens 
superstar comes back strong. The body of work matters. 

Now for the kids. 

Hart made this list absolutely based on ceiling and certainly not on last 
season’s disaster of a season. But imagine how Team Canada would 
feel if January rolls around when it’s time to name the 25-man roster and 
Hart is indeed the goalie we all thought he would be but he was left off 
the long list in October? Obviously, the right call to have him on the long 
list. 

Ditto for Blackwood. Now, there’s also the matter of the Devils netminder 
beginning the NHL season as one of only four players around the league 
unvaccinated. It’s been made pretty clear to him that he can’t make the 
Olympic team without vaccination. And my sense is he’s working his way 
through the process and it wouldn’t surprise me if that ends up with finally 
getting vaccinated. That’s where things are pointing at this point. 

But the reality for Hart and Blackwood is that they begin this season as 
the No. 5-6 guys (Hart followed by Blackwood in my books) on this list of 
Team Canada goalies and the two kids have to force their way up the 
food chain with a strong opening three months, plain and simple. And I 
mean, who’s to say they won’t? 
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This brings us to the guys who already have their Beijing Olympic 
dreams dashed. 

Mike Smith got two third-place votes for the Vezina Trophy last season 
as voted on by NHL GMs and he’s clearly the guy that I think caused the 
most debate as far as being left off the long list, especially when you 
consider his own GM in Edmonton, Ken Holland, is the associate GM on 
Team Canada. But at 39 years old, and already with an early season 
injury, you can’t really fault Team Canada for this call. And frankly, if 
you’re the Oilers, you’d rather have Smith resting for three weeks in 
February. This could be a special season for the Oilers. 

Other Canadian NHL netminders left off the list include Cam Talbot, Matt 
Murray, Braden Holtby, Tristan Jarry, Adin Hill, Jonathan Bernier, Jake 
Allen and Chris Driedger. 

Talbot is coming off a solid season with the Wild. But unless you feel 
strongly about him and Smith, it’s pretty hard to argue with the six goalies 
Team Canada put on the long list. 

The selections allow for ceiling to come through in Hart and Blackwood 
but with the protection of two future Hall of Famers in Price and Fleury 
plus two currently solid choices in Binnington and Kuemper. 

Let’s not kid ourselves, either, it’s also probably the most worrisome part 
of what otherwise will be a stacked Team Canada. 

But we love our Olympic goalie drama in Canada, eh? Whether it was 
Martin Brodeur replacing Curtis Joseph in Salt Lake City or Roberto 
Luongo supplanting Brodeur in Vancouver, it’s how we roll in Canada. 
Drama! 

At the moment, it does appear to be about picking three guys between 
Price, Fleury, Binnington and Kuemper. The kids have to rock big time to 
get in that conversation. 

And again, we just don’t know about Price. So, at this very moment, 
Fleury, Binnington and Kuemper would appear to be the front-runners for 
that reason. 

But the final decision comes in January. A whole lot can happen between 
now and then. 

Of course, Canada’s passionate hockey fans will have their opinions. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Marc Bergevin’s Canadiens future, 
Jack Eichel and Vitali Kravtsov trade scenarios 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Oct 22, 2021  

 

What a clever answer by Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc 
Bergevin this past Wednesday, when asked about his future with the 
team, and whether he’d be open to signing a contract extension beyond 
this season, when his current deal expires. 

“In a perfect world, yes,” replied Bergevin, which immediately set me to 
thinking, when was the last time the hockey world was perfect in 
Montreal? Probably, 1993, when goaltender Patrick Roy backstopped 
them to a record-setting 24th Stanley Cup, the most by far in NHL 
history. 

Bergevin’s world came close to being perfect last spring when the 
Canadiens made an unexpected run to the Stanley Cup Final, only to 
come up short against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Normally, that sort of 
giddy unexpected result would buy any team a period of grace, if they 

happened to get off the mark slowly the next season, which is what’s 
happened with the Canadiens. 

But Montreal is different. And while the panic button was getting pushed 
early and often in a lot of other markets too, where the promise of a new 
beginning was quickly quashed by the reality of injury and 
underperformance, nowhere does the panic button get pushed faster 
than in Montreal (or its companion in misery, Toronto). 

And so, Bergevin — who doesn’t love doing media at the best of times — 
felt compelled to step in front of the microphones and try to calm the 
waters. Clearly, the Canadiens are not the same team without goaltender 
Carey Price in the lineup, as they are with Price in the lineup, though that 
doesn’t completely explain away their 0-5 start. 

Key offensive contributors (Brendan Gallagher, Tyler Toffoli, Nick Suzuki 
and Cole Caufield) were all held scoreless in their first four games, 
before Toffoli finally got on the board Thursday, set up by Suzuki. But the 
Canadiens are at the bottom of the 32-team NHL standings, and their 
goals for/goals against ratio of minus-15 is by far the worst in the league. 

Defensively, without Shea Weber to rely on, Montreal’s one-to-six 
defence corps looks average. It’s also hard to quantify just how much is 
missing from a leadership perspective, without Weber or Price there to 
steady the ship. 

But back to Bergevin. 

From the outside, it just looks as if the day-to-day grind and its attendant 
pressure is catching up to him. Bergevin used to be one of the most fun-
loving personalities in the NHL, a practical joker extraordinaire, who 
always had a smile on his face and always kept his colleagues laughing. 
When the seats started to get a little hot around a team, no one brought 
the temperature down better than the irrepressible Bergevin. 

But eventually, the unrelenting all-day, all-the-time scrutiny wears on you 
— as much on the personal side as the professional side, because 
modern-day GMs and coaches generally do a reasonably good job of 
blocking out the outside noise. 

Bergevin’s “perfect world” answer leaves the door open to either option: 
Leaving after his contract expires, not necessarily to pursue a better job, 
but to pursue a different job, or staying if the world gets closer to perfect 
in the near and medium terms. Because it isn’t going to be perfect until 
they next win the Stanley Cup — and that doesn’t seem likely, not this 
year anyway. 

Panic buttons everywhere? 

So where else has the world come crashing down? 

If Vegas, Colorado, Tampa Bay and the New York Islanders were the 
sexy choices to make the final four coming out of the preseason, well, 
that group of teams were a collective 5-9-1 out of the gate. Tampa Bay is 
without its leading scorer, Nikita Kucherov, indefinitely. Vegas is missing 
two key pieces, Max Pacioretty and Mark Stone (three if you include Alex 
Tuch, who isn’t due back until the second half). Colorado played its first 
two games without Nathan MacKinnon (COVID-19 protocols) and its 
second and third games without captain Gabriel Landeskog (suspended 
two games for boarding the Blackhawks’ Kirby Dach). All three were back 
Thursday night, but it didn’t help — they got thoroughly outplayed by 
Florida in a 4-1 loss. Darcy Kuemper, signed to replace Phillip Grubauer 
in the Avalanche goal, is off to a rocky start, but then so are last year’s 
two top Vezina Trophy voter getters, Andrei Vasilevskiy in Tampa Bay 
and Marc-Andre Fleury in Chicago. 

Through the first eight days, the expansion Seattle Kraken had played 
the most games in the NHL, five, and had only one a single win, heading 
into Saturday’s much-hyped home opener (which curiously seems to be 
as much about the arena as the team). 

Grubauer, their goalie, had a 4.01 GAA in his first four appearances. 
Even though everyone in Seattle acknowledged that the Kraken couldn’t 
possibly duplicate the success of their expansion confreres in Vegas, 
deep down, they probably believed they would get out of the gate a little 
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quicker than they have. Luckily for the Kraken, the Pacific Division is as 
bad as advertised — only Edmonton (4-0-0) is really playing up to its 
potential. 

Just a quick reality check here for anyone who needs to break a deep 
breath. 

There are a record 1,312 games on the NHL schedule this season, with 
Seattle in the league. As of Thursday evening, after 10 days of play, 61 
games have been completed. As Landeskog said after the loss to 
Florida, “we’ve got 78 games left. That’s a lot of hockey.” Or as Price 
once put it, after getting booed in a preseason loss back in (checks 
notes) 2010, “relax, chill out. We’ve got lots of time.” 

They’re both correct. There’s still a long way to go. And yes, as much as 
the temptation is there, it is still too early to push the panic button. 

The market for Vitali Kravtsov 

I like answering questions in the reader mailbags, which I’m doing 
monthly now, primarily for two reasons: One, they can often generate 
unique story angles, and two, they remind me of what’s on people’s 
minds. Sometimes, in the industry, we can get a little too focused on 
what we think matters. All you need is to get a gusher of “Jack Eichel-to-
Anaheim” questions or “what’s next for the Rangers’ Vitali Kravtsov?” and 
you realize, that you need to circle back to these topics, even if you think 
they might have been exhausted. 

Kravtsov’s status with the Rangers was of particular interest to readers 
— more questions on him than anyone else. 

To recap for anyone not closely following the drama playing out in New 
York, Kravtsov was the No. 9 player taken in the 2018 entry draft, chosen 
just ahead of Adam Boqvist and just behind Evan Bouchard. He was a 
talented young scorer out of Russia, No. 3 on Central Scouting’s list of 
eligible European players, who didn’t make the Rangers out of training 
camp this season and refused to go to their AHL affiliate in Hartford and 
is back in Russia, not playing and hoping to get traded to another 
organization. 

The idea that someone, at the age of 21, needs a fresh start can be a 
puzzling phenomenon to some, but the reality is, he could well be stuck 
in an organization that has two established top-six wingers (Artemi 
Panarin and Chris Kreider) and two with great potential (Alexis Lafreniere 
and Kaapo Kaako, currently out with an injury). Kravtsov’s game 
probably isn’t suited to a top-bottom six role, even though sometimes, 
starting out on a third line and working your way up is the preferred way 
to go because it shields you from a lot of experienced, shutdown 
defenders. 

The Rangers felt, not unreasonably, that starting in the minors, playing 
significant minutes, would be more valuable than using Kravtsov in a 
limited way in the NHL. Fair enough. It’s a philosophical difference that 
plays out in a lot of organizations a lot of times. 

The question is, what happens next? 

According to one former GM of my acquaintance, the steps are roughly 
the same for any potential suitor interested in acquiring his rights. 

First, a team will review its own internal scouting report on where they 
had Kravtsov originally on their 2018 list (which, by the way, has 
produced a middling group of NHLers thus far beyond Andrei 
Svechnikov, Brady Tkachuk and Quinn Hughes). 

Some teams probably had Kravtsov higher than nine. Some lower. 

Then, a team will circle back to its head European scout and particularly 
to its Russian bird-dog to see if any red flags have emerged in the last 
three years — about his work ethic, commitment, and any injuries that 
may have occurred that could have some long-term impact on 
development. 

Assuming your scouting staff gives you the green light to proceed, then 
you next assess what you might be prepared to surrender to acquire his 

rights. Remember, a lot of teams might actually place a higher value on 
Kravtsov today compared to three years ago, just because he’s had the 
opportunity to physically mature in the interim and theoretically, should 
be far readier to play on an NHL roster than he was as a teenager 
coming out of the draft. 

Now, comes the tricky part: Assessing fair market value. 

Most teams will want a discount of some sort on an unhappy player, just 
because they see this as an opportunity to bargain hunt. NHL GMs are 
no different than anyone else when it comes to shopping. They love a 
discount and are always eager to pounce on a sale price, especially if 
they have an organizational need to fill for a talented scorer. 

Probably a lot of teams would be prepared to surrender a second-
rounder for Kravtsov in a heartbeat. Do they go as high as a first-
rounder? 

(In his re-draft of 2018, our Corey Pronman had Kravtsov listed No. 27) 

Well, if you’re one of the teams in the NHL’s mushy middle that could 
potentially be in the draft lottery in a bad season, then you’d likely want to 
protect yourself against the possibility that you 

A) Miss the playoffs 

B) get lucky in the lottery 

And 

C) suddenly see the Rangers drafting Shane Wright instead of you. 

By all accounts, the 2022 entry draft has some other intriguing 
possibilities, beyond just Wright. So a first-rounder might be a little rich 
for some teams, unless it’s in the back half of the first round. 

And underlying all of that drama and intrigue is the recent history of 
players who’ve done well in Russia’s KHL, but for whatever reason, failed 
to adjust smoothly to the NHL. 

Maybe the poster boy of that phenomenon is Nikita Gusev, who was 
exceptional in the KHL, starred at the 2018 Olympics, and was such an 
attractive commodity not that long ago that the New Jersey Devils were 
willing to give the Vegas Golden Knights a third-rounder in the 2020 entry 
draft and a second-rounder in 2021 to acquire his playing rights. 

After a decent first year with the Devils (44 points in 66 games), Gusev 
couldn’t find his stride in Year 2, divided between New Jersey and Florida 
and then this fall, failed to catch on in Toronto, after going to Leafs camp 
on a PTO. Gusev’s stock plunged from high to low in a very short period 
of time. 

Way back at the start, Vegas had high hopes for Vadim Shipachyov 
going into their first season, but cut ties quickly when he too struggled to 
find his way. 

Sometimes, the adjustment to the NHL depends more on the personality 
of the player and the commitment of the team than the athlete’s skill set. 
Lots of skilled Russians come and go. The ones that stay and thrive are 
the ones that best deal with the challenges of language and culture 
better. That’s why, teams pondering an offer for Kravtsov, should get 
really good intel before they step to the plate and make an offer. They 
can all see what they’re getting as a player. They don’t always know 
enough about who they’re getting as a person. 

Jack Eichel and the Ducks? 

One reader wanted to know more about Eichel and Anaheim’s possible 
pursuit of the injured Sabres’ center. Some weeks ago, I listed Anaheim 
and Calgary as my two favorite destinations for Eichel for a long list of 
reasons including the fact that the Sabres would probably prefer to place 
him in the Western Conference, so that if he does find his NHL stride 
again, he’s not coming back to Buffalo multiple times per season, 
reminding fans again of how the relationship went off the rails. Now, that 
will be not the deciding factor. If the best offer ultimately comes from an 
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Eastern Conference team, that’s where he’ll land. But if it’s close, he’ll be 
going West. 

Anaheim makes the most sense because the Ducks are in the early 
stages of a reset. They’ve had a decent start and the two core pieces 
going forward — Trevor Zegras and Jamie Drysdale — look NHL ready, 
which is heartening. There are also strides being made by the likes of 
Troy Terry, Sam Steel, Max Jones and, until his recent benching, Max 
Comtois. All look as if they’ll contribute at some level in the NHL. 

Unlike Calgary, or any other team that sees itself as a playoff contender, 
Anaheim could probably afford to trade for Eichel, even if he doesn’t play 
this season, and shepherd him back to health, slowly and methodically, 
in the hopes that by September of 2022, whatever surgical procedure he 
undergoes is complete and that he’ll be ready to play at a high level 
again. 

Insurance will cover most of the actual dollars owed Eichel if he doesn’t 
play, which mitigates the financial risk of adding a player owed $50 
million in the remaining five years of his contract. 

In terms of player compensation, you will need to step up. Now, my 
understanding is the asking price on Eichel is dropping — still high, but 
not completely unworkable. 

So, if you’re Anaheim, and you’ve ruled out parting with Zegras and 
Drysdale, would you offer up Mason McTavish and next year’s first-
rounder? Now, that’s something to chew on. 

Because McTavish went unexpectedly high in last year’s draft — No. 3 
— but in his short debut, before getting injured, you could understand 
why. 

Solid physically, a player not afraid to go to the net, even as a teenager, 
someone who played against men in Switzerland last year. If you’re 
Buffalo, you want at least one player with McTavish’s identifiable upside 
in any deal for Eichel, and then some sort of conditional future draft 
capital that may be dependent on how quickly and how well Eichel 
returns to good health. 

Anaheim could probably recoup whatever prospect or draft capital they 
might give up in an Eichel deal by listening on some of their better 
veterans. For contenders, their most intriguing trade chips are probably 
Rickard Rakell up front and Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson on the 
blue line (I wouldn’t rule out Cam Fowler either, but my sense is, they’d 
like to keep him around to help the “Next Generation” transition to the 
NHL). 

Someone else asked to predict a timeline on a possible Eichel deal and 
that’s just so hard to do. About a week ago, I sensed that the price was 
dropping from where it was in the summer and that convinced a few 
teams to circle back to Buffalo to see where things stood. It feels like it’s 
all gone quiet again for the moment. In the end, it will take a GM willing to 
gamble — because ultimately, that’s what it will be — a bet on the 24-
year-old Eichel returning to form and then developing into a franchise, 
and maybe even generational player. Tons of risk. Potentially a high 
reward. So, let’s see where it goes. 

More trade ideas 

Another reader wanted to know if Kravtsov for Dylan Strome was a 
possibility, so as to reunite the Strome brothers in New York. One for 
one? No chance. Dylan Strome doesn’t seem to factor in the top 12 in 
Chicago currently and at $3 million this year, heading into restricted free 
agency, I think the Blackhawks would be happy just to get out from under 
the contract. And while the Rangers are a little thin down the middle, 
especially with Ryan Strome currently out day-to-day, I don’t see a fit 
there. They want to see Filip Chytil take the next step. When Ryan 
Strome returns, Chytil will slide back into that No. 3 center slot. 

There was also a question about the Oilers and the possibility that they 
would consider moving Tyson Barrie at some point this season. 
Presumably, the thinking there is that Barrie’s presence on the Oilers’ 
roster effectively blocks any attempt to move Evan Bouchard up the 

depth chart because Bouchard is also a right-shot, offensive-minded 
defenceman. 

But I’m going to say no to a possible Barrie move for two reasons. 

One, the contract extension he signed in the offseason is relatively 
modest compared to the big numbers being thrown around for other 
productive offensive defensemen around the league (Barrie signed for 
$4.5 million per season for three years). He took that discount, after the 
Oilers failed to sign Adam Larsson to a contract extension. Considering 
how well the Oilers’ power play looked last year — and how good it is 
looking so far this year — that would be one area I wouldn’t want to 
tamper much with. Barrie’s defensive shortcomings have been widely 
documented. I trust Oilers’ coach Dave Tippett to extract maximum value 
from Barrie through his usage, same as he did a year ago, when Barrie 
led NHL defensemen in points, without attracting a single Norris Trophy 
vote. He isn’t perfect. But he does contribute to winning in his own way. 

Scotty Bowman on NHL betting 

Dave Hodge, the legendary broadcaster, who belongs in the Hall of 
Fame and inexplicably isn’t there yet, had an interesting tweet this week 
about sports betting; and how the goal of sports TV used to be to 
encourage fans to watch games and now it seems that its goal is to get 
them to bet on games. He isn’t wrong. Six of the NHL’s 18 listed USA 
corporate partners are involved in the gaming industry: Bally, Caesars 
Sportsbook, Betway, DraftKings, BetMGM and PointsBet. It’s hard to 
watch a U.S. broadcast these days without being inundated with 
information about how simple it is to place a bet. 

But Hodge’s tweet also called to mind a conversation I had with 
legendary hockey coach Scotty Bowman a couple of weeks back. I was 
calling Bowman for a historical perspective on refereeing for a story on 
the state of NHL officiating. But as in any conversation with Bowman, you 
often veer to any number of fascinating asides. One of the things Scotty 
mentioned in passing was how an acquaintance of his, who liked to bet 
on sports, was still wary of placing wagers on the NHL — and it was 
because of empty-net goals and how they can distort a result at the end. 

The problem has been exacerbated, he said, since teams starting pulling 
their goalies early. The result is, sometimes a team might surrender two 
empty-net goals in a single game, and once, on opening night in the 
Tampa Bay-Pittsburgh game, three empty-net goals were scored, the 
first by Teddy Blueger with a whopping 5:07 to go in regulation. 

The Calder watch 

There is always considerable interest in the NHL’s rookie race, and a 
question was posed about the chances of the Red Wings’ fine prospect, 
Moritz Seider, actually challenging for the Calder. My answer is yes, for a 
couple of reasons. One: Voters are more willing than ever to look at 
defencemen in rookie of the year balloting. For a long time, it was a black 
hole. From 1990, when Sergei Makarov won the Calder, until 2014, when 
it went to Nathan MacKinnon, only three defencemen won the award: 
Bryan Berard in 1997, Barret Jackman in 2003 and Tyler Myers in 2010. 

Since then, we’ve seen Aaron Ekblad (2015) and Cale Makar (2020) win 
the Calder and in Makar’s year, two other defencemen were in contention 
for the award (Quinn Hughes and Adam Fox). This year’s race could be 
interesting, because the two odds-on favorites up front, Zegras and 
Montreal’s Cole Caufield, have been slow off the mark offensively. In 
theory, you could see three defencemen in the running again: Seider, 
Colorado’s Bowen Byram and Anaheim’s Drysdale. One thing Jason 
Robertson’s unexpected Calder challenge last year taught us: There’s 
always going to be one candidate that comes from a little off the grid to 
make it a race. Maybe Seider is that candidate this season. 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: The PHF and the ESPN+ deal, 
and Nick Suzuki is Upper Deck’s newest star 

 

By Sean Shapiro Oct 22, 2021  

 

When ESPN secured NHL TV rights for the national TV A package back 
in March, it was a flashpoint for hockey programming on ESPN+. 

It’s already been well-publicized how important ESPN+ was to the deal 
from ESPN’s perspective. The out-of-market package for the league is 
now housed on the streaming platform, while there are also 75 exclusive 
national games streamed on ESPN+ and Hulu, making the NHL the first 
major North American sports league to have a large part of its national 
games streaming exclusively. 

It also opened the door for other leagues to end up under the ESPN+ 
hockey umbrella. 

ESPN+ is now home to 150 KHL games this season, including the 
Gagarin Cup, and this week secured a deal with the Premier Hockey 
Federation, formerly the NWHL, to serve as the streaming home for the 
women’s league in the United States. 

It’s a page out of the soccer and college football playbook for ESPN+. 

Soccer and college football have been big drivers of subscriptions for 
ESPN+, and ESPN has worked aggressively to extend its reach in those 
realms since it was launched in 2018. In addition to adding major leagues 
when possible, including the Bundesliga, ESPN+ made a shrew play to 
pick up rights to domestic cups in England — ESPN+ doesn’t have the 
Premier League, at least not yet, but for American fans of Premier 
League teams to truly watch all of a team’s games ESPN+ has become a 
must-have. 

The same goes for college football, where ESPN+ has found ways to 
bring in subscribers with an overload of games each weekend, 
essentially providing an exclamation point on top of the traditional TV 
schedule under the rest of the ESPN umbrella. 

Now ESPN+ is trying to build a similar vertical with hockey according to 
John Lasker, ESPN’s vice president of digital media programming. 

“The verticalization of a sport we believe works,” Lasker said. “It’s not 
about a single event or a single league. It’s about creating a setup where 
you have as much as a total sport offering. You have to find ways to 
completely serve the hockey fan.” 

ESPN+ and the PHF — formerly known as the NWHL — have been in 
talks for months according to commissioner Tyler Tumminia. For ESPN+ 
it ramped up after the NHL deal was completed, while the PHF had been 
looking for a larger streaming partner. 

The PHF used the gaming platform Twitch as a streaming partner last 
season, while select games were also aired on NBC Sports, which 
according to sources, had any interest wane in any future work with the 
league after it became clear the NHL wasn’t going to return to NBC. 
According to Tumminia, the PHF had discussions with multiple potential 
TV rights partners, but none offered as large a platform or opportunity as 
ESPN+. 

It’s important to note this is the first time ESPN and the PHF have been 
partnered. Back in 2015, the NWHL had a deal to stream on ESPN3, but 
without a full hockey buy-in from ESPN at the time, it’s a deal that was 
never renewed or really re-visited until the NHL deal came along this past 
spring. 

PHF games on ESPN+ will be produced by the league and not ESPN, so 
it’ll be like the NHL out-of-market package that picks up feeds from 
regional sports networks. It’s also important to remember this is a 
streaming-only deal, but Tumminia is hopeful that the ESPN+ deal at 
least sets a platform for the league to have more visibility on traditional 
television. 

Lasker admitted this is a possibility. For example, it’s much easier for a 
PHF highlight to end up on SportsCenter when the feed is already 
running through ESPN, as opposed to the prior setup where the league’s 
games were on Twitch. 

Lasker said the PHF deal isn’t the end of ESPN+ push to add more 
hockey content to the portfolio. He wouldn’t name other properties 
ESPN+ is after, but an educated guess would indicate IIHF events, 
potentially the world juniors, and American-streaming rights to the 
American Hockey League and the Canadian Hockey League could be on 
ESPN+’s radar. 

All of this is certainly helped by the fact ESPN’s deal with the NHL has 
already been a commercial success, even in its infancy. Earlier this week 
Disney Advertising announced the sponsorship sales have been 
breaking records for sales thanks to the NHL deal, while a source earlier 
this month told The Athletic that fourth-quarter ad sales were higher than 
they’d ever expected. 

On a local level, one of the most pleasant surprises for NHL teams has 
been the continued support of corporate sponsors. 

It’s the third-biggest source of revenue for individual teams after tickets 
sales and television rights, and it’s a space that many teams fretted 
about with the overall economic impact of the pandemic. 

“On the corporate partner side. It’s been very strong, and relationships 
have been outstanding,” Columbus Blue Jackets team president Mike 
Priest said. 

“They all stayed on board for the most part. They took some make goods 
or credits to stay involved in some cases, but we didn’t lose hardly any. 
And that was a legitimate fear for us.” 

Others in Priest’s position across the league have echoed similar 
sentiments, the fact corporate partners have stuck with NHL teams has 
helped ease what could have been an even deeper financial hole this 
season. 

Auston Matthews with a TikTok-sponsored helmet. (John E. Sokolowski / 
USA Today) 

“It’s been a huge help,” a Western Conference executive said. “It’s the 
one space where we’ve actually been able to outperform what we 
expected.” 

The now usual suspects have helped boost those sales as well, helmet 
ads and gambling, as teams have used those avenues to help capture 
some of the revenue that was lost by corporate sponsors that did pull 
back. 

One team executive jealously pointed out how good it was for the league 
that TikTok is now the Toronto Maple Leafs’ helmet sponsor. 

“Of course something like that went to Toronto, which shouldn’t surprise 
anyone,” they said. “But it’s great that we can use Toronto sometimes to 
bring bigger things into the leagues, even if it’s all about the Leafs, at 
least that might open the door for the rest of us on some things like that.” 

Around the same time he signed his eight-year contract extension with 
the Montreal Canadiens, Nick Suzuki also signed exclusive memorabilia 
and collectibles deal with Upper Deck. 

Through the deal, Upper Deck effectively has control of the market on 
Suzuki’s autograph, and even with other signings, team-related things for 
example, Upper Deck will work to authenticate items signed by the 
Canadiens forward. 

But, why Suzuki? According to Upper Deck vice president Mike Phillips, 
Suzuki checked many of the major boxes. 

He’s a younger player, only 22, has potential star power and plays in a 
Canadian market with a traditional franchise. According to Phillips, the 
card and memorabilia company sells “extremely well” in Canada and 
finding partnerships with players on Canadian franchises is a point of 
emphasis. 
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Phillips also said the fact Suzuki inked both deals with the Canadiens 
and Upper Deck around the same time was a coincidence, but a 
coincidence that certainly didn’t hurt Upper Deck’s early sales for Suzuki 
after the announcement. 

Phillips also said Upper Deck has already secured an exclusive deal with 
Shane Wright, the presumptive No. 1 pick for the 2022 NHL draft who 
currently plays with the Kingston Frontenacs. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Forget what you know — after one 
week, we’re embracing chaos 

 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn Oct 22, 2021  

 

In the second season premiere of The Only NHL Power Rankings That 
Matter, we were measured and methodical, ranking each team using 
math and logic. It’s what we expect to happen this season, with one stab 
in the dark at what could happen if everything goes right… or wrong. For 
the most part, it was sensible, even if 255 of you didn’t completely agree. 

The NHL, however, is not sensible. After just 10 days the league is 
already unhinged. 

For this week’s power rankings, we’re embracing the chaos. Forget 
everything you know about every team. Forget that there are still over 75 
games left on each schedule. The only thing that matters is what’s 
happened since Oct. 12. That’s it. (Well, actually, that’s a lie — we used 
last week’s ranking as the tiebreak). 

Small sample size? Too bad. Don’t trust a team that’s won three straight 
when their best forward is maybe Jeff Skinner? Don’t care. But what 
about strength of schedule? Doesn’t matter. 

We’ll get back to our regularly scheduled programming next week, but for 
this week it felt like it would be more fun to completely overreact to one 
week of hockey results instead. It may be completely off the rails, but for 
some teams that have unexpectedly started strong, this is basically their 
Stanley Cup. Just let them have this before things go back to normal next 
week, OK? 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 4-0-0 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Isn’t it great when the preseason bold prediction you make is 
immediately right? Look at that beautiful save percentage. 

The Panthers are a perfect 4-0-0 to start the season, beating four strong 
teams on the way there. They look like an absolute wagon and it wouldn’t 
be at all a shock to see Florida at the top of the East by season’s end. 
There are going to be a lot of ridiculously spicy takes in the rest of these 
rankings, but having Florida at the top doesn’t really feel like one. The 
Panthers looked like a team that could threaten contender status this 
season and the early returns have been very promising. If the team’s 
goaltending is for real, this is a powerhouse. 

Sean: We’re past “threatening contender status” here, yeah? I just 
watched Sam Bennett score on a power play snipe. Something is 
happening. 

Dom: Ahem, let me be the first to go full CJ and proclaim this team a 
capital J Juggernaut. 

2. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Can you string together a better collection of words? I certainly 
never have. 

A “DONNY MEATBALLS” CHANT HAS BROKEN OUT HERE AT THE 
KEYBANK CENTER. 

— CHLOE WOJTANIK (@CHLOEWOJJ) OCTOBER 15, 2021 

Three games in, and the Sabres’ expected goals percentage is at 64. 
Sixty-four. Six. Four. The Sabres. If they outshoot opponents a dozen 
more times, they’ll have beaten their mark from last season. Casey 
Mittelstadt is out. Jack Eichel may as well not exist. At this point, who 
cares? Donny Meatballs will provide. Honestly man, if this is the high-
water mark of their season, so be it. I want something good to happen to 
Don Granato, the guys on the team and the people in that city. The front 
office? Ownership? Whatever. 

Dom: After a decade of darkness, Sabres faithful deserve some sort of 
happiness. If it’s a meme-worthy three-game win streak to start the 
season, so be it. Usually when this stuff happens, it’s a hot run of 
percentages, but the fact Buffalo is actually honest-to-god outplaying 
teams has made this little run even better. This probably won’t hold, but I 
think people were underrating how competent the Sabres looked under 
Donny Meatballs to end last season. If the Sabres aren’t a laughingstock 
this season, just give him the Jack Adams. 

3. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: There were a lot of folks ready to put the Wild down, attributing last 
season as just a fluke. No chance. This team is legit and they showed it 
Tuesday with a gutsy comeback win over the Jets to maintain a perfect 
3-0-0 record. The Wild lead all teams with a 65 percent expected goals 
rate and have looked extremely impressive to open the season. Oh, and 
they’re still fun as hell too – one of the strangest twists from last season 
that remains true to this day. 

Sean: If I gas them up enough, will they send me a jersey, too? I want 
something out of this. 

Dom: No, that’s for #1 fans only. It’s why the Evolving Wild twins don’t 
have one. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Record: 2-0-1 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: The single funniest thing about the Caps’ season so far — other 
than Alex Ovechkin’s ongoing attempt to take out Turner Sports 
employee Wayne Gretzky’s record by Valentine’s Day — is that teams 
are loading up on Hard Boy Goonery and failing miserably. The Rangers 
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did it on Opening Night, and the Devils did it on Thursday. Congrats to 
Jersey on outhitting the Caps, I guess. 

And that, my friend, might be the true value of Tom Wilson. It’s not that 
he hammers people and scores 25 goals a season; it’s that he makes 
coaches pull all sorts of stupid shit. I’m not sure if the Caps are capital-G 
Great, but they’re certainly good enough to beat you if you’re focused on 
a fight, rather than a hockey game. 

Dom: The Caps refuse to be bad and I have nothing but respect for that. 
A weaker team would’ve wilted out of the gate without their best center in 
the lineup. Not Washington, a team that’s simply refused to lose regular-
season games for 15 years running. 

5. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: One of the strangest preseason predictions my model cooked up 
was the belief that the Sharks would be… not terrible? Even I didn’t 
believe it, but the team remains perfect with some sparkling scoring 
chance numbers. To be fair, San Jose has only played teams from 
Canada, so maybe its record can be discounted a bit. 

Sean: It can, yes. 

Dom: But still, two of those teams were supposed to be much better, and 
the Sharks made short work of them. The goaltending looks legitimately 
improved and the defense in front looks sharp. Maybe the team is 
actually rejuvenated and can make a legitimate postseason push here. 
Either way, it’s a surprisingly strong start. 

Sean: I’m psyched about the early start of the William Eklund Era. He’s 
going to do some fun stuff this season. We need flash in the 10 p.m. 
starts. 

6. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 3 

Sean: Are we giving the Blues too much credit here for beating up on the 
dregs of the league? Look at that schedule so far — Colorado, Arizona 
and Vegas? Junk-ass teams. Bad teams. Very low in the Power 
Rankings. 

This is another one I don’t feel terrible about, by virtue of not having my 
brain poisoned by certain elements of their performance over the last few 
years. I really like that group of forwards, and I really, really like that 
Vladimir Tarasenko had seven shots and a goal against those stinky 
Golden Knights. 

Dom: I’m not buying it yet. It’s certainly a good start, sure, but the Blues 
had some fortunate injury luck via their opponents that keep them out of 
the top five for me. Jordan Kyrou is nice though. He’s got serious 
breakout potential — if he can start playing more than 14 minutes per 
night. What is up with these coaches? Do y’all not like goals? 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 2-0-2 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: The legend of Mark Donk and Buzz Flibbet lives on, and this start 
to the season may just be the Donkiest and Flibbiest yet in the modern 
Penguins era. No Crosby. No Malkin. Missed games from Jake Guentzel 
and Bryan Rust. Now Jeff Carter is out, too. None of it matters, because 
the Penguins have been dominating anyways. Somehow Pittsburgh has 
a 59 percent expected goals rate despite a roster filled with NPCs and 
plenty of credit for that should go to coach Mike Sullivan. I’m confident 
the man could turn me and Sean into a capable defense pairing 
somehow if he really wanted to. Never doubt the Penguins, apparently 
even without their two best players. 

Sean: Yeah, the first four games have been the platonic ideal of Mike 
Sullivan games; lots of forechecking, lots of stuff from those NPCs. John 
Marino looks closer to Year 1 than Year 2. Tristan Jarry might have been 
their best player against Dallas, unlike the playoffs, when he was the best 
player for the Islanders. Things are looking up…until you check the depth 
chart and see Evan Rodrigues, first-line center. Whoops! 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Sean: This space is not going to turn into an opportunity to whine and/or 
brag about gambling outcomes; you can get that in more than enough 
places. Bets are generally only relevant to the person who’s making 
them. But man, I felt stupid for live-betting on the Oilers to score less 
than three goals in the third period against Anaheim. If the Oilers keep 
getting a handful of calls per game, they’re gonna end up a whole lot 
higher than No. 8. What a treat it is to watch that part of their game. 

Dom: I live bet the Oilers to win after two periods which is how you make 
the Tesla bucks, ol’ SG. 

Sean: The kid is a big fan of Elon Musk in general. “I just like his whole 
deal,” he said to me over the summer. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 3-0-0 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: Remember when everyone was giving the Hurricanes endless 
amounts of shit for whatever they did with their goaltending this 
offseason? 

Sean: I do! Definitely was not me! 

Dom: Yeah, maybe Carolina was on to something. Frederik Andersen 
has looked like vintage Freddie, Petr Mrazek didn’t last one game before 
getting injured, and Alex Nedeljkovic has really struggled to start the 
season. Carolina is a perfect 3-0-0 on the back of excellent goaltending, 
and even that $6.1 million offer sheet bet paid off deliciously last night 
with Jesperi Kotkaniemi scoring a goal against his hapless former team. 
Everything is coming up Canes early in the season. 

Sean: Kotkaniemi probably should’ve had two, for the record. He tried 
going skate-to-stick early in the game and it didn’t work. If he starts 
hitting on those, he’s got $10 Million Player written all over him. 

10. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 2-0-1 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 10 
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Sean rank: 10 

Sean: I went all-in on the Flyers circling the drain last week, and I based 
it mainly on the possibility that Carter Hart was going to have himself a 
2020-21 redux. If this save against Jordan Eberle is any indication … 

CARTER HART SAID NOPE PIC.TWITTER.COM/SFNV9SP8N7 

— NBC SPORTS PHILADELPHIA (@NBCSPHILLY) OCTOBER 18, 
2021 

… they’re going to be fine. That game, as Charlie O’Connor wrote, 
provided a template. Yes, they got balanced scoring. Yes, the penalty kill 
looked right. Most of all, they got Bubble Carter Hart, or something 
approaching him. If that happens, they’re going to threaten for a playoff 
spot. 

11. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 2-1-1 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: Of our preseason top five, the Leafs look the least pathetic which is 
an accomplishment, I guess. It’s not enough to stay in the top five, but it’s 
enough to stay in the top half. The 2-1-1 start is nothing to write home 
about, but the team has looked dominant at times, owning the puck for 
long stretches of every game they’ve played. Toronto is third in all 
situations expected goals percentage; the Leafs just need to actually 
start scoring. It’s been four games and the team has already scored 6.3 
fewer goals than expected this season. Yuck. 

Sean: Who cares? 

12. Boston Bruins 

Record: 1-1-0 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: The Bruins, somehow, have only played two games. At 5-on-5, 
they look like themselves; they’re in the top three in expected goals 
percentage and have out-attempted 112-67. All systems, go, right? But 
man, Jeremy Swayman didn’t look good in that 6-3 loss to Philadelphia, 
and they’re going to have to get something out of their d-core outside the 
Charlie McAvoy-Matt Grzelcyk pairing. 

Dom: To his credit, that was his first game allowing three goals against in 
the NHL. It was, of course, also the only game I started him in fantasy 
hockey this week. So that was nice. 

Sean: I dunno, dude — it’s easy to see Boston fans going ballistic over 
whatever Swayman and Linus Ullmark are doing in a few months. Not in 
a good way, either. 

13. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 2-1-0 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: Things were looking great to open the season with two straight 
wins, but an injury to Jack Hughes puts a real damper on things quickly. 
Everyone and their dog could’ve predicted that this was going to be 
Hughes’s breakout season and it really sucks that’s currently on hold 
after suffering a dislocated shoulder. His overtime winner against 

Chicago was Art in its highest form. (By the way, when we talk about 
Patrick Kane being bad at defense this is a great example). 

Sean: Jack Hughes, the latest victim of the Craig Custance Curse. Ignore 
the other guy. 

14. Detroit Red Wings 

Record:  2-1-1 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: We adjusted after the Wings’ 3-0 loss to Calgary on Thursday 
night, and we could’ve dropped them further, but … whatever. They get 
the 14th spot based on vibes. I watched a decent chunk of that game, 
and Moritz Seider may well be as good as everyone says. If and when 
they stink, that’ll give the fanbase something to glom onto. Same goes for 
Lucas Raymond. That’s good enough for now. 

Dom: They had 6.9 expected goals against Columbus the other night so 
their vibes are indeed very nice. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 1-2-0 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Anze Kopitar has eight points in three games. Drew Doughty has 
seven points. And yet the team is still only 1-2-0. That’s not good when 
your two leaders are on fire, but regardless of the record the Kings have 
looked solid. That opening salvo against Vegas was especially 
impressive and more games like that could very well put Los Angeles in 
the thick of the playoff race. 

Sean: Each week, there’s going to be one team whose slide stops when 
we remember that the Pacific Division stinks. Congrats, Los Angeles. 

16. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 2-2-0 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: Dead-ass in the middle, baby. They’re 2-2-0 with a minus-5 goal 
differential, and they’ve already blessed us with another year of Nikita 
Kucherov-related cap circumvention jokes. Hopefully, they trade for 
Eichel. There’d be hostages taken at league offices. 

Dom: Cannot believe how bad the Lightning have looked to start the 
year, and they’re not even the most disappointing contender. 

17. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 2-2-0 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: The Senators are pesky and are earning their reputation of being 
difficult to play against with each passing game. The even record isn’t 
much, but it’s a step in the right direction for a franchise that’s been mired 
at the bottom of the standings for a long time. It’s one the team has 
earned with its play so far, out-chancing their opponents at five-on-five. 
Tim Stutzle is a guy to watch; he’s shown real flashes of pure dominance 
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in the early goings. He has just one assist in four games, but he looks 
ready to break out in a big way. 

Sean: Also, it was one game, but Filip Gustavsson was good enough (32 
saves on 34 shots against Dallas) to make me pay attention. If the Sens 
can get anything from their goalies, they’ll at least be interesting. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 3-1-0 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: Little peek behind the curtain. This is something I said to Dom 
ahead of Week 1 when we were trying to force stupid predictions about 
each team. 

And this is from Thursday night: 

#CBJ WIN 3-2 IN OT. LAINE AGAIN. 

— AARON PORTZLINE (@APORTZLINE) OCTOBER 22, 2021 

Indeed, Patrik Laine is scoring goals again. Who could’ve seen this 
coming? Coincidentally, Cole Sillinger also scored in the Blue Jackets’ 
OT win over the Rangers. Mark him down in pen as a Calder finalist. I 
said that’s what would happen, and I stand behind it. 

Dom: One of the knocks on Laine is not just that his defense is atrocious, 
it’s the question of whether he can create offense on his own. More goals 
like that should help his case. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Record: 1-1-1 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: Erik Gudbranson, the analytics whipping boy, has a 76 percent 
expected goals rate over the team’s first three games of the season. 
Sure, yes, fine, absolutely. Why not. That the Flames are literally 1-1-1 is 
peak Flames, an average team that’s destined to land right in the middle 
of the table. 

Sean: “Elias Lindholm is pretty good” is a thought I have whenever I 
catch them. 

20. Dallas Stars 

Record: 2-2-0 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: We’ve established that Roope Hintz could conceivably score 
between, like, 45 and 95 points. I’d say stuff like this means the arrow is 
pointing down … 

…but, as we know, Roope Hintz’s power is derived from his many 
ailments. Will he vanish for a few shifts each night? Maybe. Will be a 
game-time decision for 65 straight nights due to rickets or scurvy or 
Spontaneous Dental Hydroplosion? Probably. Can any of that stop him 
from putting up, like, 1.1 points per game? No. 

21. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 1-3-0 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: Hoo boy, how the mighty have fallen. If there’s any team that 
warrants a worthy overreaction, it’s the Avs. If you asked me whether 
they would’ve had three losses by the end of November, I wouldn’t have 
been sure, so three in four games is a shock. In fairness, Colorado has 
been dealing with some big injuries to start the year, but it would’ve been 
very difficult to imagine them stinking this much out the gate. It’s a pretty 
nice reminder about how good Devon Toews really is — that blue line 
just isn’t the same without him. 

Sean: You like Devon Toews? Huh. 

22. Nashville Predators 

Record: 1-3-0 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 23 

Sean: I feel like we talked about Juuse Saros every week last season, 
including that one time I didn’t realize the Preds were on a heater and 
tried to put them in 41st place. He should’ve been a Vezina finalist. Our 
short king deserved more. It’s good to see that he’s picked up where he 
left off — erasing mistakes on a deeply Whatever team. Phil Tomasino 
might be another reason to watch, as well. He dressed for the first time 
on Thursday and scored. 

23. New York Rangers 

Record: 3-1-1 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom: Maybe I’m biased because I saw my favourite team turn him into a 
brick wall on Monday, live and in the flesh, but how long until Igor 
Shesterkin is considered a consensus top-five goalie in the league? 
Through four games he’s already saved 4.7 goals above expected 
thanks to a .953 save percentage. He’s the main reason the Rangers 
have a 3-1-1 record to start and… wait, hold up, what? The Rangers are 
3-1-1 and we have them ranked 23rd? Whoops, I’ll blame Sean for that. 
Don’t mind that we both put them down for 24th in the league, he was the 
leader of that initiative. 

Sean: We had them there before Thursday’s game because they looked 
bad, then they won. Whatever. But yeah, I love Shesterkin. If he’s 
durable enough to get, let’s say, 50 starts? Look out. 

24. New York Islanders 

Record: 1-2-1 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: And here we have our first spite placement of the season. I’m in 
the tank for the Islanders; I said it for most of last season, and I bring it 
up on the podcast whenever I can. I love them. I think they’re very, very 
good. 

However … so far they’ve gotten boat-raced by the Panthers, beaten the 
second-biggest joke in the league thus far, and lost to *squints* the 
aforementioned Patrik Laine. Disgusting. A betrayal most foul. 

Dom: I’ve never felt more betrayed than I have by this team. I finally 
believe in them and this is how I’m repaid? The audacity. 
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Sean: Outrageous. 

25. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 1-2-0 

Last Week: 3 lmao 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: So… Vegas has looked kind of rough. Like really rough. The 
Golden Knights are 1-2-0, only beating a pathetic expansion team, and 
have a woeful 46 percent expected goals rate, which is way below their 
usually dominant ways. To top it all off, they’re dealing with a plethora of 
injuries including ones to their two best forwards. Mark Stone and Max 
Pacioretty are pivotal members of the team’s attack, Vegas’s best 
forwards, and it’s going to be tough sledding getting through the first part 
of the season without them. It’s not time to panic yet, but the injury 
trouble makes this a nightmare start for the team. 

Sean: Imagine being dumb and unlucky enough to draft both Stone and 
Pacioretty. Couldn’t be me. 

26. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 1-2-1 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

Sean: Weird start for Mark Scheifele. Game 1, we’ve seen from him 
before — he was good enough to make people pretend that he belongs 
somewhere just outside the McDavid-Matthews-MacKinnon tier of 
centers. Game 2 was a dud. Now, he’s on the COVID list. 

We should do a weekly check-in on Nikolaj Ehlers’ power play time, since 
that’s a little pet project of ours … and buddy, he’s getting 3:15 a game! 
Is this too low? It might be too low. 

Dom: The Jets lost 4-1 to the Ducks with Scheifele in the lineup and won 
5-1 against the Ducks without him. Folks, that’s not a coincidence! Now, I 
can already hear some of you objecting, saying, “But guys, who will score 
empty-net goals for Winnipeg without Scheifele in the lineup?” Have no 
fear, Kyle Connor is still here. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 2-3-0 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: Second last in the league in expected goals percentage and 11 
goals against over their last two games – the Ducks are exactly who we 
thought they were. Was really hoping to see more out of Trevor Zegras to 
start, but he only has one point in five games. That he has a 52 percent 
expected goals rate on this tire fire of a team is impressive, though. 

Sean: It’s early, so I’ll say something nice about the Ducks. Jack Hughes 
told us that the player he was most excited to go against this season was 
Zegras, not his brother. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 2-2-1 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: Earlier this week, I saw some folks starting Year 2 of Tyler Myers 
debate — he’s not a top-pair defenseman, he’s just paid like one 
because the Canucks bid against themselves, etc. — and realized that 
I’m completely checked out on this team. An insane dynamic that I just 
can’t devote more to than the absolute minimum. 

Dom: So checked out you didn’t even realize we were entering Year 3 of 
the Myers Discourse. At least Oliver Ekman-Larsson has actually looked 
decent to start. Good for him. 

Sean: March 2020 through August 2021 took place in 2019. Thought we 
agreed on that. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 1-3-1 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: Oooooooooooooooooooooof. The analytics movement has made a 
lot of progress over the last decade, but having every public model 
believing the Kraken were a playoff team before the season started could 
put a dent into all of that. Seattle looked strong in its opener despite the 
loss and the need for a comeback, but has now been out-chanced in 
every single game it’s played this season. That’s bad. To their credit, the 
Kraken haven’t played a home game yet with their full lineup, which is a 
big deal when depth is their calling card, but early returns have been 
seriously underwhelming. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 0-4-1 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: What’s not to like? I’m going to echo something Mark Lazerus said 
on Twitter, because “When is Jeremy Colliton getting canned?” is one of 
the big early-season storylines; there’s no ready-made replacement. The 
organization wants him to succeed. So … good luck, I suppose. 

If nothing else, it’s giving us another run of Chicago fans hating the shit 
out of their coach. Matt Nagy scored brownie points with the football 
team by starting Justin Fields. Not sure Colliton has any such button to 
push. He could just quit, I guess. People would like that. 

Dom: It’s Bruce Boudreau season, baby. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 0-3-1 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom: This is literally the worst team I’ve ever seen and I still couldn’t put 
them last this week. 

Sean: They can’t even find a home at the bottom of the power rankings. 
Sad. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 0-5-0 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 
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Sean: See, the Coyotes were trying to be the worst team you’ve ever 
seen. The Canadiens came across this organically. This is pure. This is 
special. We knew they were the worst Cup finalist in a really, really long 
time — but this? Humiliations, tucked inside of humiliations, buried in a 
garden of lesser humiliations. 

Dom: Also buried: any hopes of this team making the playoffs, not that 
there are many believing this current version of the team is even capable. 
Montreal started the season close to 40 percent, but after just five games 
have already dropped below 10 percent. That honestly feels generous. 

Sean: The bigger question is what else can even happen to them, at this 
point? Just keep Jeff Petry healthy until the Olympics. That’s all I’m 
expecting from them. 
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The Athletic / Re-drafting the NHL class of 2017: Would Cale Makar or 
Elias Pettersson go No. 1 today? 

 

By Corey Pronman Oct 22, 2021  

 

It has been four years since the 2017 NHL Draft class walked up on the 
stage in Chicago. With four more seasons of play, there is a lot more 
evidence to prove what these players are. 

So now I take a look at how this class has changed with a new ranking of 
how I would order the players if drafting them today. 

Evaluations are based on prior seasons, so any new information from 
NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other leagues 
has not been incorporated. 

For re-entry prospects, they are eligible to be ranked in the year they 
were drafted, not previous years. 

TIER 1: Projected elite NHL player 

Cale Makar, RHD (No. 4 pick) 

Makar was one of the more unique prospects of the last 10 years. He 
was a good young player coming up but wasn’t a consensus top player in 
his age group for years and wasn’t playing in a league where elite NHL 
players usually come from. It wasn’t until his draft season in Brooks 
where he popped. He dominated Canadian Jr. A winning many 
accolades along the way. He’s one of the very best Jr. A prospects of all 
time and will be the standard going forward when comparing other 
prospects in leagues like the AJHL, BCHL and even the USHL to an 
extent. He’s since emerged as arguably the best defenseman in the NHL 
and a dynamic all-around offensive player. 

TIER 2: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Elias Pettersson, C (No. 5 pick) 

Pettersson was a top player versus men in his draft season, hovering 
around a point/game in the Allsvenskan. His skill and offensive creativity 
as a playmaker stood out constantly and he was often on the highlight 
reels coming up as a prospect. There were concerns on his skating and 
frame to an extent and he also didn’t have the best world juniors in his 
draft season, being one of the premier examples in the last decade of 
that tournament leading you down the wrong path. He’s since shown that 
even without blazing speed, his offensive touch and scoring ability are so 
high level that he can still be a premier player in the league. 

TIER 3: Projected NHL All-Star 

Miro Heiskanen, LHD (No. 3 pick) 

Heiskanen had a truly excellent draft season. He was very good versus 
men at the Liiga level despite being one of the youngest players in his 
draft class. He was also dominant at the U18 world championships 
(where he also played a big role as an underage the year prior when 
Finland won gold) although his world juniors were more average. His 
profile was always as a very mobile and super smart but not flashy two-
way defenseman, but he scored enough in his draft season to make you 
think he could play at the top of an NHL lineup, which he clearly has 
done and exceeded. 

TIER 4: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of lineup player 

Nick Suzuki, C (No. 13 pick) 

Martin Necas, RW (No. 12 pick) 

Josh Norris, C (No. 19 pick) 

Suzuki, Necas and Norris weren’t top-10 picks in the 2017 draft but all 
look like no doubt top-10 guys four years later, particularly Suzuki and 
Necas. Norris I see arguments for either way, but I see a center with two 
great pro seasons and so many positive offensive attributes in his game. 
Suzuki was a huge scorer in junior who showed a strong two-way game 
but his size/skating concerned scouts. Since then he’s shown his skill 
and especially his hockey sense are so good he could overcome those 
limitations. Necas had an up and down draft season but the skill/speed 
combo was very attractive and he’s shown a lot more consistency versus 
men in recent seasons. He should be a top-line winger for a while. 

TIER 5: Projected top of lineup player 

Nico Hischier, C (No. 1 pick) 

Drake Batherson, RW (No. 121 pick) 

Jason Robertson, LW (No. 39 pick) 

The top pick in Hischier appears in this group. He’s an excellent center, 
with great skill, can make plays, he skates well and he works hard. The 
offense is good but may never be truly dynamic enough to be a star. 
Batherson is the clear best value guy of this draft. A mid-round pick who 
went through a growth spurt and was never the best skater, he’s shown a 
skill/sense combination that is so high-end to go with his larger frame to 
become a truly dangerous pro. He will be a scoring threat for a while in 
the league. Robertson is from the same cloth. He’s big, skilled, smart and 
can score but like Batherson he’s not the smoothest skater. He was one 
of the best rookies in the NHL last season. 

TIER 6: Projected bubble top and middle of lineup player 

Robert Thomas, C (No. 20 pick) 

Casey Mittlestadt, C (No. 8 pick) 

Filip Chytil, C (No. 21 pick) 

Owen Tippett, RW (No. 10 pick) 

Eeli Tolvanen, RW (No. 30 pick) 

Morgan Frost, C (No. 27 pick) 

All six of these players were first-round picks, and have seen their share 
of peaks and valleys in the years since the draft. Tolvanen had a huge 
first year after his draft only to struggle in the AHL and then excel in the 
NHL. Mittelstadt was just okay in college, had a monster world juniors, 
was sent down to the AHL but bounced back last season in Buffalo. 
Thomas won a Stanley Cup but has been inconsistent since then. Chytil 
made the Rangers at a very young age but hasn’t popped since then. All 
of them are talented players with some warts like any player would have, 
but their accomplishments as pros to go with their great tool kits make 
me think they can become good NHL players. 

TIER 7: Projected middle of lineup player and starting goaltender 

Kailer Yamamoto, RW (No. 22 pick) 
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Nolan Patrick, C (No. 2 pick) 

Cody Glass, C (No. 6 pick) 

Gabriel Vilardi, C (No. 11 pick) 

Alex Formenton, LW (No. 47 pick) 

Maxime Comtois, LW (No. 50 pick) 

Erik Brannstrom, LHD (No. 15 pick) 

Conor Timmins, RHD (No. 32 pick) 

David Farrance, LHD (No. 92 pick) 

Jake Oettinger, G (No. 26 pick) 

Michael Rasmussen, C (No. 9 pick) 

Nicolas Hague, LHD (No. 34 pick) 

Jack Studnicka, C (No. 53 pick) 

Mario Ferraro, LHD (No. 49 pick) 

Dylan Samberg, LHD (No. 43 pick) 

Henri Jokiharju, RHD (No. 29 pick) 

Cal Foote, RHD (No. 14 pick) 

Jaret Anderson-Dolan, C (No. 41 pick) 

Lias Andersson, C (No. 7 pick) 

Lucas Elvenes, LW (No. 127 pick) 

Ryan Poehling, C (No. 25 pick) 

Cayden Primeau, G (No. 199 pick) 

Alexander Chmelevski, C (No. 185 pick) 

Jonah Gadjovich, LW (No. 55 pick) 

Mikey DiPietro, G (No. 64 pick) 

We see high picks such as Patrick, Rasmussen and Glass in this group. I 
still like all three of these players, and think they can be good NHL 
players, but for various reasons they have not gotten it done yet. Patrick 
has been hurt a lot and Glass has had issues with the NHL pace, but 
both are big, skilled centers who can make plays. Rasmussen may have 
limits on his speed and skill but he’s a big, smart center with good 
enough quickness to be a useful NHL player. 

TIER 8: Projected to play NHL games 

Juuso Valimaki, LHD (No. 16 pick) 

Morgan Barron, C (No. 174 pick) 

Jack Dugan, C (No. 142 pick) 

Wyatt Kalynuk, LHD (No. 196 pick) 

Morgan Geekie, C (No. 67 pick) 

Kristian Vesalainen, LW (No. 24 pick 

Alexandre Texier, C (No. 45 pick) 

Jack Rathbone, LHD (No. 95 pick) 

Mikey Anderson, LHD (No. 103 pick) 

Alexander Volkov, LW (No. 48 pick) 

Jesper Boqvist, LW (No. 36 pick) 

Eetu Luostarinen, C (No. 42 pick) 

Klim Kostin, LW (No. 31 pick) 

Adam Ruzicka, C (No. 109 pick) 

Pierre-Olivier Joseph, LHD (No. 23 pick) 

Robin Salo, LHD (No. 46 pick) 

Emil Bemstrom, RHD (No. 117 pick) 

Shane Bowers, C (No. 28 pick) 

Jacob Bryson, LHD (No. 99 pick) 

Kole Lind, RW (No. 33 pick) 

Jeremy Swayman, G (No. 111 pick) 

Reilly Walsh, RHD (No. 81 pick) 

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, G (No. 54 pick) 

Sammy Walker, RW (No. 200 pick) 

Urho Vaakanainen, LHD (No. 18 pick) 

TIER 9: Has a chance to play games 

Aleksi Heponiemi, C (No. 40 pick) 

Isaac Ratcliffe, LW (No. 35 pick) 

Max Gildon, LHD (No. 66 pick) 

Dmitry Samorukov, LHD (No. 84 pick) 

Josh Brook, RHD (No. 56 pick) 

Nate Schnarr, RW (No. 75 pick) 

Evan Barratt, C (No. 90 pick) 

Noah Cates, LW (No. 137 pick) 

Scott Reedy, RW (No. 102 pick) 

Fabian Zetterlund, RW (No. 63 pick) 

Stelio Mattheos, RW (No. 73 pick) 

Leon Gawanke, RHD (No. 136 pick) 

Alexei Toropchenko, LW (No. 113 pick) 

Marian Studenic, LW (No. 143 pick) 

Jacob Peterson, C (No. 132 pick) 

Nick Swaney, RW (No. 209 pick) 

Oskari Laaksonen, RHD (No. 89 pick) 

Daniil Tarasov, G (No. 86 pick) 

Grant Mismash, LW (No. 61 pick) 

Cameron Crotty, RHD (No. 82 pick) 

Stuart Skinner, G (No. 78 pick) 

Arvid Holm, G (No. 167 pick) 

Jake McGrew, RW (No. 159 pick) 

Aarne Talvitie, LW (No. 160 pick) 

Olle Lycksell, LW (No. 168 pick) 

One thing you may have noticed from this series is the “has a chance” 
tier gets smaller and smaller as we get farther removed from the draft 
year, and players’ pro projections become clearer. 
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Sportsnet.ca / League-leading Oilers make statement with road win over 
Golden Knights 

 

Mark Spector 

October 23, 2021, 2:12 AM 

 

The best record in the National Hockey League. The best power play in 
the National Hockey League. The best player in the National Hockey 
League. 

How on Earth could it get better for the Edmonton Oilers? How about the 
best weekend on tap on the National Hockey League, as the Oilers will 
play a round of golf in Las Vegas on Saturday and take in the Raiders-
Philadelphia Eagles NFL game Sunday before flying back to Edmonton. 

But for now they’ll savour their first statement game of the season, as the 
Oilers walked into Vegas on the back end of two games in two nights and 
glazed the Golden Knights 5-3. These are the two teams that will battle 
for first place in the Pacific Division, or so we would predict, and as the 
Oilers' weekend in Vegas begins they have 10 points (5-0) while the 
Golden Knights have just two after a sluggish 1-3 start. 

What’s going right with Connor McDavid’s boys? Well, how about 
everything? 

Zach Hyman had his second two-goal game inside 24 hours, while Leon 
Draisaitl added two more. Zack Kassian scored the game-winner on a 
stellar play from Duncan Keith, McDavid now has a league-leading 13 
points in five games, and Mikko Koskinen is sporting a 3-0 record and a 
save percentage of .943. 

So, yeah, things are going all right for the Oilers early in the season. 

“We talked before the game,” began head coach Dave Tippett. “The work 
we put in so far in training camp, the first four games, it leads up to a 
game against Vegas on a back to back. They were going to be hungry, 
and it was a real test for our team. 

“We bent a little bit but we didn’t break. When your team goes through 
the season you have to build confidence. Sometimes it goes well, 
sometimes it doesn’t. But you still have to find a way to win. It’s a good 
feeling among our guys right now.” 

A good feeling? 

How about great? 

McDavid and Draisaitl are one-two in league scoring. (That didn’t take 
long). 

The new third line that opened Edmonton’s scoring in three of the four 
games notched the game-winner in Game 5. The new guy, Hyman, has 
five goals in as many games as an Oiler. The Duncan Keith-Cody Ceci 
pairing is miles better than Ethan Bear and Caleb Jones, and young 
Evan Bouchard played 24 minutes Friday, going plus-2 against the best 
opponent the Oilers have seen all season. 

Honestly, even the most delusional Oilers fan couldn’t have predicted a 
better opening five games than this. 

Mikko Madness 

When Edmonton placed starter Mike Smith on IR on the eve of their two-
game southern swing, Oilers Twitter took off. The instructions for Tippett 
were flying, with Stuart Skinner — the organization’s No. 3 — called up 
from AHL Bakersfield. 

“Start Skinner at Arizona, because it was going to be an easy win 
anyhow.” “No, start Koskinen to insure a win against the Coyotes, then 
roll the dice with Skinner in Vegas on the second of back to backs.” 

“Whatever you do,” the fans warned, “don’t start Koskinen in both games. 
He can’t play two in a row. Remember last season?” 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Oilers game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Well, Koskinen just won both games, allowing only four goals and 
outplaying Vegas No. 1 Robin Lehner. 

“Can’t say enough about Mikko. He stepped up and gave us a chance to 
win,” said Kassian. “We know that Mikko is fully capable of beating this 
team. He’s been rock solid for us. It’s nice having him back enjoying 
himself, and playing great.” 

Koskinen doesn’t like talking about himself much, but he knows there are 
doubters. On the last year of his contract, he’d love to prove 'em all 
wrong — though the polite Finn would never say as much. 

“Overall, it’s been a good 24 hours,” said Koskinen, who loved getting the 
start in one of the great atmospheres in the NHL. “Oh yeah, it’s an 
amazing feeling to get the fans in here. Now that they’re back, you 
wonder how we went a year without the fans. It makes you feel alive. It’s 
a great feeling 

Gretzky isn't so sure his old Oilers powerplay unit comes close to current 
Oilers group 

With another two-point night Friday, McDavid has reeled off five multi-
point games to start of the season, two short of the Oilers' record of 
seven, set by The Great One back in the 1983-84 season. 

But he doesn’t even look like a guy on a hot streak. He’s just playing his 
game and casually producing like a man with his hair on fire, looking like 
a guy who could surpass the 150-point mark in an 82-game season. 

“He’s doing the things he’s doing and it helps our team win every night,” 
Tippett said. “He’s just kind of humming along, and I don’t see his attitude 
or anything else changing. He just goes out and plays well for our team, 
and if you walk by him and didn’t know, or didn’t check the stats, you’d 
never know anything is happening. But it is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Early impressions of Canada's NHL teams in return to 
normal divisions 

 

Justin Bourne October 22, 2021, 1:56 PM 

 

During the shortened 2020-21 NHL season, a constant topic of 
conversation was the introduction of the Canadian division -- The 
Scotiabank North Division, if you wanna get fancy -- and just what it was 
going to be. There were many theories. Some thought it would make for 
contentious hockey, with the same teams playing each other more than 
ever before. Some thought it was a great chance for Canadian fans to 
better get to know one another’s teams and fanbases. I thought … well 
I’ll be honest, I thought it was a weak division, but I was excited to see 
how it would all play out anyway. 

In the end, I think fans settled on a conclusion: it was fun at first, but it got 
tiresome. Even with all the superstars in the division, only seeing six 
other opponents wore us down, and the lack of fans to bring energy to 
some of those mid- and late-season games made it harder to get through 
still. 
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But those days are over my friends. Canadian teams have been re-
introduced to the wild, like some animals raised in captivity until they’re 
released into the world. And just like in those scenarios, sometimes they 
aren’t ready, and “real nature” eats them. (I’m looking at you, Montreal.) 
Canadian teams are 7-9-3 so far against their American opponents. 

With 10 days of this young 2021-22 season in the books, let’s take a look 
at the early returns for Canadian teams as they resume normal NHL life. 

Edmonton Oilers (4-0-0) 

The Oilers finished second in the Canadian division before getting 
inexplicably waxed in four games by Winnipeg in the playoffs, so maybe 
last season wasn’t what they’d deem a true success. But their start to this 
season can certainly be called one, as they’re 4-0-0, the only undefeated 
Canadian team left, and Connor McDavid appears poised to have one of 
the greatest seasons in NHL history. Book it. He’s got 11 points through 
four games, which is on pace for 225 points. I think two points per game 
is well within his reach this season, and as of today it feels like his floor. 

They got deeper up front with the additions of Zach Hyman (three goals 
so far) and Warren Foegele (beautiful first goal as an Oiler Thursday), 
and Jesse Puljujarvi has turned into a legit top-six forward, which gives 
them the best group up front they’ve had in McDavid’s time there. Time 
will tell if the veteran additions of Duncan Keith and Cody Ceci can help 
keep enough pucks out of their net for bigger things or not, but early 
returns have been promising. 

Montreal Canadiens (0-5-0) 

Last season the Habs grabbed the last playoff spot before getting white 
hot at the perfect time on the backs of solid team defending, quick-strike 
transition offence, and goaltending. This season they’re missing much of 
the personnel that made that run possible -- Carey Price, Shea Weber, 
Phillip Danault, and Joel Edmundson come to mind -- and they’re getting 
eaten alive. They’re 0-5-0, and on the verge of becoming the first NHL 
team to ever make the Stanley Cup playoffs, then start the next season 
0-6-0. 

Outside Montreal, I don’t know if there were many believers in that roster 
this season, but “weren’t believers” meant we thought they’d finish fifth in 
the Atlantic. Right now Ottawa, Detroit, and Buffalo have played fewer 
games than them, and have at least four points each. How long until 
Habs fans stop thinking playoffs and start musing about the possibility of 
adding Shane Wright in the draft? 

Toronto Maple Leafs (2-1-1) 

The Leafs have only had one game of Auston Matthews, but so far 
they’ve been exactly what they’ve been for some time now. They’re a 
talented group that’s heavily dependent on the success of their big-four 
offensive players, and a group that mostly treads water when those guys 
aren’t on the ice. Much like in years past, they’ve shown they’re elite at 
creating scoring chances, can be prone to giving up rush chances 
against, and they feel skilled and dangerous but not dominant. Maybe 
they’re best summed up by their third D pair of Travis Dermott and 
Rasmus Sandin -- good possession numbers and no shortage of talent 
and fun to watch, until the puck is below the goal line in the D-zone, then 
all bets are off. 

They’ve got good things going for them outside their four oft-discussed 
forwards. Their top-four D are quality and they’ve got good goaltending. 
There’s lots to like, which is why Kyle Dubas brought them back in a 
similar form to years gone by. He believes they’ve been unlucky and can 
find a way to improve things. But at 2-1-1 right now they look like a team 
that probably hasn’t changed anyone’s mind about what they are. If you 
already believed how they’re built won’t translate in the post-season, no 
chance you feel differently four games into this season. 

Ottawa Senators (2-2-0) 

Last season the Sens proved to be plucky upstarts with talent who 
reflected their coach's tendencies by being scrappy and in your face. 

They weren’t a great NHL team, but they didn’t give away easy points. I 
stopped betting against them at some point last season. 

This season they’ve proven to be plucky upstarts with talent who reflect 
their coach's tendencies by being scrappy and in your face. They don’t 
give you any easy points, and I still don’t bet against them. 

The hardest thing about a rebuild is going from hope and potential to 
winning hockey games with consistency. A big challenge there is 
establishing an identity and leaning into it. The Sens have an identity and 
hope and potential. They’re not ready yet, and so they won’t be a playoff 
team this season. But you can see they’re building something to be 
proud of, and moving in the right direction. 

Vancouver Canucks (2-2-1) 

The Canucks were a common bet for those picking a team that just 
missed the post-season, but would find their way in during the 2021-22 
season. Their new additions have been great, as Connor Garland has 
been engaged and dangerous, and Oliver Ekman-Larsson sits second in 
the NHL in shots with 20 through five games. I’ve liked Dickinson down 
the lineup too. There’s talent throughout the roster, but something 
remains curiously … off. They’ve been out-shot and out-chanced at even 
strength, and have relied on their goaltending to earn a record of .500. 
They lost a game to the (mighty?) Sabres, and that’s never good. Travis 
Green has publicly questioned them. 

There’s no shortage of ability, it’s just that sometimes their defence 
leaves you wanting, and that puts a lot of pressure on their offence to 
out-score those troubles. They seem to be searching for an identity. Their 
coach has said he doesn’t see them as a “run and gun” style team, but I 
sure don’t see them as a 2020-21 NY Islanders-style team either, with a 
bunch of structure and physical play and impermeable D-zone coverage. 
There’s enough there to believe in the Canucks, they just need to be like 
Chunky from I Think You Should Leave, and figure out what it is they do. 

Calgary Flames (1-1-1) 

If the Canucks are searching for an identity, the Flames have at long last 
decided on one and committed to it, now it’s just a matter of “will this 
work?” They want Darryl Sutter to have Darryl Sutter players, and they 
want to play the Darryl Sutter way. So they went out and got Blake 
Coleman, who fits, and Erik Gudbrandson (same), and they’re 
legitimately going to try to be the Isles of yore. The core names of 
Gaudreau (who’s on an expiring contract) and Monahan (who’s on … the 
fourth line right now) and Matthew Tkachuk are good players but 
compared to other teams' elite names, are maybe not quite able to hang, 
so it makes sense to choose that “grit and defence” direction. 

I see a team that will be in the middle of the pack all year, the Minnesota 
Wild of old. If they buy in to the Sutter way and things go perfectly, 
maybe there’s a playoff run in them where they use smothering low event 
hockey and Jacob Markstrom gets hot. But in all likelihood they finish 
somewhere around 88-95 points and either sneak into playoffs or just 
miss. That’s not an insult, it’s just hard to see them being much better or 
worse than that league tranche. 

And last but not least, 

Winnipeg Jets (1-2-1) 

The Jets seem … perturbed. They were handed a soft start to the 
season, with eight games in October and only one against a playoff team 
from last year, that being the Minnesota Wild. They also added to the one 
place they really needed help -- their defence -- and expectations were 
high. Then they lost to the Ducks, Sharks and Wild to kick things off, the 
latter in heartbreaking fashion. Now they’re battling COVID absences 
after getting their first win of the year, over those same Ducks. 

Still, they’ve got all the pieces -- great goaltending and scorers and 
improved D, and I like how they stack up in their division. The Jets are 
the epitome of “wouldn’t want to play them in a playoff series” given their 
goaltending and offensive talents. But over the course of the long haul, 
they’re looking like a team that’s going to squeak into the playoffs as an 
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away team to start, not quite among the upper echelon of the NHL. A few 
injuries or bad luck and they could miss entirely. They’re good and 
they’re fun and I don’t think they need to panic too much about a 
somewhat slow start, but you’d hate to see them fall too far behind, too 
early. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.23.2021 

1223721 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Dillon Dube's speed, focus on off-season training paying 
off for Flames 

 

Eric Francis October 22, 2021, 3:32 PM 

 

It’s been three years since Dillon Dube’s introduction to the NHL included 
an Erik Gudbranson shoulder to the chin on his very first shift. 

As the Flames winger watched a puck cleared into the neutral zone mere 
seconds into his first NHL shift, the then-Canucks defenceman stepped 
into the unsuspecting rookie with an ugly hit that dropped Dube instantly. 

With the puck nowhere near the play, the mugging drew an obvious 
interference call, not to mention the ire of the Flames bench. It was a 
whole thing, as Travis Hamonic’s ensuing attempt to stand up for Dube 
left him with a fractured face courtesy of Gudbranson’s fist. 

All of which is to say, one might assume Gudbranson’s arrival as a free 
agent signing in Calgary had the potential of including an uncomfortable 
re-introduction. 

Not for Dube, who caught Gudbranson with his head down in the 
dressing room the first chance he got. 

“The first time I didn’t even introduce myself – I just went up to him and 
said, ‘you owe me dinner,’” laughed Dube, breaking the ice brilliantly. 

“I honestly forgot about it, but all the other guys were giving it to me 
about that with him coming in. The type of guy he is, once he gets into a 
game he’s super intense. Off the ice, he’s such a kind person. He’s so 
nice, and right away he’s such a good team person that honestly it didn’t 
bother me. 

“That’s hockey. You battle against each other and respect them and 
when they come into your locker room you are best friends.” 

Although it might not have felt like it that night, as a dazed Dube slowly 
got off the ice, he jokes now that Gudbranson did him a favour. 

“He definitely welcomed me to the league, so my head is on a swivel all 
the time now,” he chuckled. 

Fast forward to Thursday in Detroit where the two collaborated for a 3-0 
Flames win they both played prominent roles in. Both were a big part of 
the penalty kill that limited the Wings to just one shot on goal. 

Gudbranson logged more ice time while short-handed than anyone, and 
Dube’s speed while down a man helped create a great chance that drew 
a penalty. 

As part of an NHL journey that has had a seemingly endless string of 
setbacks for the 23-year-old forward, nights like Thursday had to be 
particularly rewarding. 

After all, the opportunity was a big one as Dube was making his season 
debut centring the second line between Andrew Mangiapane and Brett 
Ritchie. Moved to the middle of the line that used to be anchored by 
Sean Monahan, coach Darryl Sutter said he felt the unit could benefit 
from Dube’s speed. 

Indeed, Dube’s wheels helped the Flames gain the zone to set up 
Managiapane’s goal late in the first period for a 2-0 lead. 

Sutter was particularly tough on the second-round pick last season – 
something Dube insists was warranted. 

“That’s because I hadn’t been playing good enough,” said Dube, equally 
as hard on himself despite a season that saw him score 11 goals and 
add 11 assists in 51 games as a third and fourth liner. 

“That’s what you want from a coach – you want him to be honest. You 
don’t want mind games. 

It helps me out as a player. I’ve got to be on every shift. It’s huge for me 
to be able to have that and learn from him.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Dube’s evolution has also included an increased focus on off-season 
training, which resulted in him finishing tops in team fitness testing this 
fall. 

“I was surprised, to be honest, because I know how hard the guys work,” 
said Dube, who spends his summers in nearby Cochrane, Ab. so he can 
train with the team’s renowned conditioning coach Ryan van Asten. 

“It just shows how great a trainer RVA is. He’s strictly the reason I stay in 
Calgary. I know for me to be better I need to stay with him and his 
program. 

“This time, coming in, I just wanted to be ready to play the game the right 
way. The years before, I cheated a little bit and tried to be more offensive 
and really produce. 

"With Darryl I wanted to show I’m ready to be more responsible and play 
the right way.” 

One thing Dube isn’t quite ready to buy into is the notion that he’s a dead 
ringer for Roy Kent of Ted Lasso fame. 

Although he’s never watched the show, he’s been chirped so much about 
it by teammates he had to take a peek at his doppelganger when the 
team posted identical photos of the two bearded beauties. 

“I don’t know if I look like him too much,” said Dube, who might be the 
only one who shares that view. 

“It’s hard to compare yourself to someone. I don’t know how I look. Once 
I shave it might be a little different story – I think it’s just the beard and 
the big eyebrows. I’ll take it I guess. 

Maybe I have to keep the beard to keep the people happy.” 

As he’d be the first to point out, keeping the coach happy is priority No. 1. 

So far so good. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Friday Four: Trevor Zegras and searching for the next 
lacrosse goal 

 

Rory Boylen 

October 22, 2021, 12:07 PM 

 

The Friday Four, a collection of thoughts and information on some 
intriguing player performances, continues this week with some notes on: 

• Evgeny Kuznetsov's quick start, following a summer where, perhaps, he 
could have been had through trade. 
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• Igor Shesterkin, his importance to a NY Rangers playoff push, and if the 
Vezina is a realistic outlook for the 25-year-old. 

• Why Timo Meier is the X-Factor for the Sharks, who are off to a 3-0 
start. 

• And the special talent of Trevor Zegras, how he's helping change the 
Ducks into a fun team to watch, and the search for the NHL's next 
lacrosse-style goal. 

All numbers from Natural Stat Trick unless otherwise indicated. 

TREVOR ZEGRAS, ANAHEIM DUCKS 

It's only a matter of time until we see the next lacrosse-style goal, and 
rookie Trevor Zegras is one of the better bets to do it. 

We've seen three of them in the NHL: Andrei Svechnikov broke the ice, 
then did it a second time. Filip Forsberg scored one against the 
Edmonton Oilers in the 2019-20 season. 

This is a thing to watch now, as more players are both capable of pulling 
off the skillful move and having the confidence to try it during a game. 

Zegras has not been shy to make the attempt. Last January he tried to 
pull out a lacrosse goal inside the first five minutes of a WJC semifinal 
game against Finland, but couldn't finish it. A couple of months later he 
was an NHLer and in his fourth game he tried one out -- had it gone in 
Zegras' first NHL goal would have been an all-timer. 

Just three games into this season Zegras made another attempt, a 
smooth and quick all-in-one-motion streak around the back of the net 
early in the first period against Calgary. 

We've seen a few lacrosse attempts early this season and it seems only 
a matter of time before the next one goes in. The list of candidates who 
will try it and may pull it off is growing, so who will be next? Zegras? Nils 
Hoglander? Filip Forsberg? Auston Matthews? Or will the only two-time 
lacrosse goal scorer in NHL history, Svechnikov, make it a hat trick? He's 
already tried it again this season. 

Zegras is part of the changing face and style of a Ducks team pivoting 
towards a group of young players to take them into a brighter future. It's a 
wonder what new energy and skill can do for a franchise. 

Last season Kirill Kaprizov took the NHL by storm and changed our 
perception of the Wild. For so long that team was associated with the 
neutral zone trap, defensive play and a generally bland style. No one 
heard the name "Minnesota Wild" and identified it as appointment 
viewing. The excitement Kaprizov brings to a game, and the other young 
core players with him, gave us a new outlook on the Wild. 

Something similar may be happening right now with the Ducks on a 
smaller scale. 

This is still a team trying to transition out of a rebuild and more likely to 
have favourable lottery odds again than not. But they're making a turn 
towards being watchable again. Zegras hasn't potted a goal yet, but he 
did record his first assist Tuesday and his time on ice has already seen a 
boost -- he's been over 18 minutes three games in a row. Sam Steel, 
Mason McTavish, Isac Lundestrom, Jamie Drysdale -- all of these young 
players are giving reason to tune in now. 

IGOR SHESTERKIN, NY RANGERS 

The New York Rangers were something of a darling pre-season pick to 
come out of a rebuild and make the playoffs. A lot of that has to do with 
the great talent they've kept from the past and also added to their forward 
and defence units. Artemi Panarin could be a Hart candidate most years, 
and Adam Fox won the Norris in 2021. Alexis Lafreniere, Kaapo Kakko 
and K'Andre Miller, among others, provide the youthful upside still to be 
tapped. 

But for any of it to work this season, 25-year-old goalie Igor Shesterkin 
needs to have a great season. 

So far, so good. If you're a fan of the Toronto Maple Leafs you had a 
front row seat this week to how special this player can be. 

It's early of course (feel I need to repeat that), but Shesterkin's .953 save 
percentage ranks in a tie for sixth in the league, facing 128 total shots so 
far (fourth-most). His 5.08 Goals Saved Above Average leads the league 
so far. 

"When I watch him play, I don't know how much is anticipation and he 
clearly has a good mind for it -- when I watch him play the edge work, the 
skating, and the fact it's very rarely out of control, never completely lost," 
Kevin Woodley, the goalie whisperer, said on The Jeff Marek Show this 
week. "Ya he'll have goalie 911 moments when you gotta go desperation 
and he does as well as anyone. But the point in a play, no matter how 
dynamic or how many chances, where he needs to go goalie 911 is so 
much later than everyone else because of the way he moves, not just on 
his skates but on his knees. 

"There's down into a butterfly and there's no open and close in the 
recovery. It's a forward skull with his left skate to gain angle to his right 
side instantly into a push over there...Even when he's on his knees he's 
able to take his whole body, his whole torso, balanced over his knees on 
his pad and put it in that next spot, with his hands still active, and his 
torso upright and in complete control." 

Each of the three Vezina Trophy finalists were within the top six in Goals 
Saved Above Average last season. Two years ago they were all in the 
top eight. If Shesterkin takes a step up, the Rangers will probably meet or 
exceed expectations. And if the Rangers meet or exceed expectations, 
there is a path for Shesterkin towards the Vezina. 

TIMO MEIER, SAN JOSE SHARKS 

Are the San Jose Sharks for real? There's still an intriguing collection of 
talent throughout the lineup, and a brand new goalie tandem aimed at 
addressing a multi-year weakness. They are without their top scorer from 
last season, though, as Evander Kane is suspended 21 games and faces 
an uncertain future with the team once that ends. If they are going to 
surprise us to any meaningful degree, a few players are going to have to 
step up. 

None may be more important to that than Timo Meier, a one-time 30-goal 
scorer three years removed from the feat and with declining goal and 
points rates ever since. At 25 years old and still RFA age when his 
contract expires after next season, Meier is key to a Sharks turnaround in 
the present and possibly to their long-term outlook as well. He's been an 
offence generating machine in three games, which has translated to five 
points so far, but only a single goal (on the power play) of his own. 

Here's a look at Meier's totals in shots, individual scoring chances, and 
high danger opportunities from the slot, at 5-on-5. 

Meier's line, shared with Jonathan Dahlen and Logan Couture, has 
controlled over 60 per cent of the shots when they've been on the ice so 
far and Meier has been leading the way in taking those shots. Creating 
this many opportunities in prime areas should eventually lead to a hot 
stretch of them going in. 

He's always been a shot creator, but the question is if he'll keep up this 
level of impact. Meier has been guilty of inconsistent play since scoring 
30 goals in 2018-19 and has at times been demoted to the bottom-six, 
and, yes, being uninvested in defence has played a role in that. But his 
drive to get the best chances is a factor, too. He's finished top 15 in shots 
every year since that 2018-19 breakout, but the percentage of those 
shots that qualified as high danger has fallen year over year. 

Meier's shooting percentage has tumbled with the rate of quality 
opportunities, as you might expect. 

It's early, but so far this season 54 per cent of Meier's shots at 5-on-5 
have been from the slot -- with a shooting percentage of zero. 

"I think Timo has just found a different gear. He looked like a man 
amongst boys out there tonight," Sharks coach Bob Boughner said after 
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Meier's three-point night against Montreal. "There's power in his game, 
he's taking pucks to the net. That line is really clicking." 

EVGENY KUZNETSOV, WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

If there was a window, however small, where other NHL teams could 
have pried Evgeny Kuznetsov out of Washington, it's all but slammed 
shut now. 

It's been four years since Kuznetsov was a point per game, top 20 NHL 
scorer and his name began popping up in the rumour mill during the off-
season. The GM may have had something to do with that. 

"I think we're always open to trading people if it makes sense for what's 
going on," Caps GM Brian MacLellan said in May. "If it's going to make 
our team better I think we're open to it. I don't think anybody's off the 
table. We're not going to trade Ovie or Backy, those types of people, but I 
think you have to be open on anything, so we'd talk to anybody about any 
player." 

That followed a playoff exit in which Kuznetsov was held without a single 
point and his third straight season of decline. 

So far this season, the old Kuznetsov has been back. With eight points 
through four games, he's tied for second in NHL scoring. When he's been 
on the ice at 5-on-5, the Caps have outscored their opponents 5-0, 
though he was at fault for a J.T. Compher shorthanded goal against this 
week. 

The Caps roared back in that game and Kuznetsov scored twice, one of 
which was the game-winner. 

"I feel like I have a great relationship with the coaches and teammates 
and that always gives you a lot of confidence when you can be creative," 
he said after the 6-3 win over the Avs. "That mistake I made on the 
power play not even one guy said anything to me because there is a 
trust. I appreciate it. I felt bad until we got that [Jensen go-ahead] goal 
and then when I scored that second one that's when I was like OK I get 
that mistake back. That's how we build the trust between each other and 
that's how individually we can grow up and play better. We know when 
we make mistakes and when you come to the bench that's the worst part. 
You want to go under the ground." 

Some looked at the Caps in the pre-season as a potential fall-off team, 
ageing out of contention. But they're 3-0-1 to start without Nicklas 
Backstrom in the lineup. Alex Ovechkin's continuing run up the all-time 
goals chart deservedly gets most of the attention, but Kuznetsov's early-
season surge and potential turnaround would be a massive development 
for the Caps' hopes of contending once again. 
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TSN.CA / U.S. Center for SafeSport opens investigation into Wild GM 
Guerin, source says 

 

By Rick Westhead 

Bill Guerin 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault. 

The U.S. Center for SafeSport has opened an investigation into 
Minnesota Wild general manager Bill Guerin after the wife of a former 
Pittsburgh Penguins coach alleged Guerin covered up her sexual assault 
when he worked for the franchise, a person familiar with the matter told 
TSN. 

Erin Skalde, whose husband, Jarrod, is a former assistant coach with the 
Penguins’ American Hockey League affiliate Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins, filed the complaint with the centre on Oct. 5, and has been told 
that staff at SafeSport have opened a file about her complaint and intend 
to investigate, the person said. 

Jarrod Skalde alleged in a lawsuit filed Nov. 3, 2020, in U.S. District 
Court in Pennsylvania that then Wilkes-Barre/Scranton head coach Clark 
Donatelli assaulted his wife, Erin, when the three of them were in a car 
together during a team road trip in Providence, R.I. 

Jarrod said that seven months later, when the incident was brought to the 
attention of Guerin, who was the Penguins’ assistant general manager at 
the time, Guerin told him to keep quiet about the alleged assault. 

The U.S. Olympic Committee created SafeSport in 2012 and in March 
2017, the centre became an independent organization. Based in Denver, 
the centre is responsible for receiving, investigating and deciding 
sanctions for reports of misconduct within the U.S. Olympic movement. 

Guerin, the general manager of the Wild since August 2019, was 
appointed assistant general manager of the 2022 U.S. Olympic men’s 
hockey team in March. If investigators find he violated the centre’s code 
of conduct, Guerin could face a temporary or permanent suspension from 
working with the U.S. Olympic program. 

According to SafeSport’s code, “the privilege of participation in the 
Olympic and Paralympic movement may be limited, conditioned, 
suspended, terminated or denied if a participant’s conduct is or was 
inconsistent with this Code or the best interest of sport and those who 
participate in it.” 

A spokesperson for the Wild declined to comment. Spokespeople for 
USA Hockey and SafeSport did not respond to requests for comment. 

In August, a lawyer representing a former Chicago Blackhawks player 
asked SafeSport to investigate Blackhawks general manager Stan 
Bowman for allegedly covering up sexual assault. Bowman is the general 
manager of the 2022 U.S. Olympic men’s hockey team. The status of 
that request is unclear. 

It’s also uncertain how long an investigation into Guerin might take. 
SafeSport has about 50 people working on investigations and expects to 
receive more than 3,000 complaints this year, the Wall Street Journal 
reported on Oct. 11, up from 300 complaints in 2017 and 1,848 the 
following year. 

In his lawsuit against the Penguins, Jarrod alleged the NHL team violated 
Pennsylvania’s whistleblower laws and fired him on May 5, 2020, 
because he complained to the team about the alleged assault of his wife. 
Jarrod and the Penguins are now in settlement talks, the person told 
TSN. 

Jarrod alleged in his lawsuit against the Penguins and the Lemieux 
Group that after he and his wife had dinner with Donatelli following a 
game on Nov. 11, 2018, they prepared to return to their hotel. Jarrod 
alleged that Donatelli sexually assaulted Erin when they were briefly 
alone, first putting his arm around her, calling her “sexy” and pulling her 
close to him. 

“Mrs. Skalde tried to fight off his sexual advances and told him to stop, 
but to no avail, as Mr. Donatelli escalated his attack, including reaching 
his hands into Mrs. Skalde’s shirt and repeatedly touching her breasts,” 
the lawsuit alleged. 

Jarrod alleged he returned to his wife and Donatelli a few minutes later 
and they took a car-ride service back to the hotel. Donatelli insisted that 
he sit in the back seat with Erin for the ride, and that Jarrod sit in the 
front. 

“Still in shock and uncertain what to do in response to her husband’s 
boss sexually assaulting her, Mrs. Skalde fearfully entered the back seat 
of the car, trying to put as much distance between herself and Mr. 
Donatelli as she could, to avoid him again sexually touching her,” the 
lawsuit says. 
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“Mr. Donatelli resumed his sexual assault and battery of Mrs. Skalde 
once he had her in the darkness of the backseat. He not only groped her 
breasts again, but also forced his hands down her pants and touched her 
vagina, despite her efforts to push him away… Only later did Mr. Skalde 
find out what happened to his wife that night, shaking him to the core to 
learn that he had sat unknowingly in the front seat as his boss has 
sexually assaulted his wife.” 

Jarrod confronted Donatelli about the alleged sexual assault on May 15, 
2019, the lawsuit contended. 

“Donatelli claimed he was too drunk to recall the events of the night in 
question, but six days later, he met with Jarrod Skalde and apologized,” 
the claim said. After Erin Skalde confronted Donatelli, the lawsuit says 
“Donatelli pledged to Mr. and Mrs. Skalde that he would change his 
ways, seek help, and come forward to the Penguins’ assistant general 
manager Billy Guerin about what he had done.” 

When Donatelli failed to follow through with telling Guerin about his 
behaviour, Jarrod alleged he reported the sexual assault to Guerin at the 
NHL Draft in Vancouver on June 21, 2019. 

Four days later, Jarrod met with a Penguins’ lawyer to discuss the 
assault. The Penguins never contacted Erin to interview her about what 
happened, apologize for the assault, or provide any expression of 
support or remorse, Jarrod alleged. 

On June 28, 2019, the Penguins announced Donatelli had resigned for 
personal reasons. 

“Guerin later advised Mr. Skalde that the Penguins were terminating Mr. 
Donatelli’s employment, but instructed [Jarrod] that knowledge of the 
incident and termination had to be suppressed, cautioning that it ‘has to 
stay quiet and can’t be let out,’” the lawsuit said. 

Jarrod also alleged in his claim that he learned of “countless other 
episodes of inappropriate conduct by Mr. Donatelli, sexual and otherwise, 
which apparently the Penguins were aware of but did little or nothing to 
stop. Donatelli’s misconduct… was well-known by the Penguins 
management but tolerated because he was a successful coach.” 

As the 2019-20 AHL season began, the Penguins stripped Jarrod of his 
duties coaching the power-play units, he said, and eight months later, on 
May 5, 2020, he says the Penguins fired him, telling him his job was 
being eliminated because of COVID-19-related cutbacks. 
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TSN.CA / 'True superstar' Matthews loves swimming with the Sharks 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on Friday. 

Auston Matthews made a dominant return to the Leafs’ lineup on Monday 
night, matching a single-game career high with 16 shot attempts.  

"It's impressive, coming off a significant injury like that, just his ability to 
be so impactful right away," said Leafs captain John Tavares. "He's 
shown it in the past coming off of other injuries ... nothing surprising other 
than he didn't put a couple in. It shouldn't be too long before those 
opportunities are going in." 

History suggests Matthews, who underwent surgery on his left wrist in 
August, will get on the board tonight. He's scored in all seven of his 
previous games against the San Jose Sharks. The last player to score in 
each of his first seven games against one opponent was Evgeni Malkin 
against the Boston Bruins (2006-2008). The last player with a longer 

streak was Mario Lemieux, who scored in his first nine games against the 
Sharks (1991-1996). 

Matthews logged nearly 23 minutes of ice time in the overtime loss to the 
New York Rangers on Monday, with eight of his shots making it on net. 
Toronto has had two full practice days and a day off since then.  

"I think the schedule playing out the way it has for him is really good," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He'll be ready to continue on playing the way 
he was, but I'm sure he'll feel a lot better this time out." 

Keefe thinks Matthews is skating better than last season and veteran 
forward Jason Spezza is seeing the same thing.  

"He's a true superstar and those superstars are always pushing the 
envelope and trying to get better," Spezza said. "He's come here and 
looks even better than he has in the past. He's got a great commitment to 
his game and he's just getting better and better." 

Puck drop is shortly after 6 p.m. tonight instead of the traditional 7 p.m. 
slot.  

"You lose the hour, so you'll lose something somewhere," said Tavares 
of the adjustment. "But we've all played with different timings throughout 
our careers, so it is what it is and just get ready to go at 6 p.m."  

The Leafs requested the earlier start because they will be heading to 
Pittsburgh after the game on what is their first American road trip of the 
pandemic.  

"They've already briefed me here on some of the different things we'll 
have to go through tonight in terms of getting to the U.S. and getting off 
the plane and customs and security," said Keefe. "The first time there's 
going to be some kinks to work out." 

Unlike before the pandemic, the Leafs will need to clear customs in 
Pittsburgh instead of Toronto, which may cause a delay. The team has to 
land, get off the plane, go through security and clear customs at the 
terminal. Then, they have to get back on the plane and taxi to another 
spot.  

"My first time going back to the U.S. this decade, so it's been a while," 
Tavares said with a smile. "Last year was just so different. We weren't 
even leaving the hotel [on road trips] so kind of getting back to 
traditionally what we're used to and different markets and different 
environments." 

Left winger Michael Bunting likes to agitate the opposition. It makes life 
interesting for his linemates, who find themselves in various scrums 
throughout the game.  

"I got to get my visor cleaned up a little more often," Tavares quipped, 
"keeps the equipment staff on their toes." 

"Plays rough and I like that," observed William Nylander. "We need a guy 
like that to get under the other teams' skin and rattle them a bit. It's a lot 
of fun to have a guy like that."  

Bunting lives in the blue paint. It's where he scored on Monday night.  

"He's always in and around the net and it's always going to lead to those 
things as teams defend their crease," Tavares said. "He doesn't back 
down from that ... He's fighting for every inch and every opportunity. I 
want to be there myself trying to find those opportunities."  

Bunting and Nylander are tied for the team lead with two goals.  

"He drives the middle, for example, or opens up space in the O-zone, 
brings guys onto him," Nylander noted. "So, it's been a great connection 
so far. Hopefully we can keep building off of that."  

Travis Dermott had some Pride tape on his stick in Monday's game. 

"I just kind of had it in the back of my mind," the 24-year-old defenceman 
explained. "I had the roll of tape in my tape bag, and I was taping my 
stick and thought maybe it's something I'll start. We'll see. 
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"I have some family that is involved in LGBTQ community, so I'd like to 
step forward and maybe in the future take part in supporting them a little 
more vigorously."  

Leafs' Dermott plans to support LGBTQ community 'more vigorously' 

Maple Leafs defenceman Travis Dermott discusses if using pride tape on 
his sticks will be more permanent this season and explains why it's 
important to him. 

Petr Mrazek has resumed skating this week as the goalie works his way 
back from a groin injury sustained on Oct. 14. He is expected to miss two 
weeks of game action.  

"I would say he's on track," said Keefe of the timeline. "They're very 
happy with how he's moving."  

Mrazek will accompany the team on the upcoming road trip to Pittsburgh, 
Carolina and Chicago.   

"It was a question of whether or not he was going to travel," Keefe said. 
"They're feeling really good with where he's at, so he is going to travel to 
spend more time with the team and [goalie coach] Steve Briere." 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe explains that Petr Mrazek has 
been skating throughout the week and is progressing really well and will 
travel on the upcoming road trip with the team. 

The Sharks are off to a surprising 3-0-0 start.  

"I feel like they're playing with lots of confidence," Keefe said. "I feel like 
they've found their team identity early and are rolling with it. They're 
playing really sound team defence, playing as groups of five all over the 
rink, and their special teams have been very good. Early in the season, 
those are the things you're looking for to really get firing."  

The Leafs, meanwhile, are 2-1-1 with only eight goals scored. So, they 
haven't established their identity quite yet.  

"I feel like we've done good things in good areas, but a big part of our 
team is executing on offence, and we haven't done that," said Keefe. 
"Both our special teams, we're still trying to find that as well ... looking to 
take positive steps in that direction." 

Projected lines for tonight's game against the Sharks:  

F 

Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Bunting - Tavares - Nylander 

Kerfoot - Kampf - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

D 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott  

G 

Hutchinson starts  

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Leafs return from three-day break to face Sharks 

 

By Kristen Shilton 

 

TORONTO — Hockey players tend to thrive on routine. The Maple Leafs 
are about to have theirs upended. 

The Leafs are travelling to the United States this weekend to play teams 
they haven’t seen since before the COVID-19 pandemic started. Before 
that, they’re coming off a rare three-day break between games to face 
the San Jose Sharks at home on Friday, when puck drop is scheduled for 
one hour earlier than Toronto’s usual 7 p.m. starts.  

It’s a bunch of small changes, but they require adjustment none the less.  

“That [start time] is a little different, and personally once I’m down for my 
nap [the routine] is pretty set to the book,” said 

following the Leafs’ team meeting on Friday. “So, I’ll have to get up from 
that an hour earlier and [get going]. It feels like we're getting into the 
season and it's nice to be in the mix of things now. These last few days 
gave us a good chance to sit down, Watch video and have some good 
meetings.” 

It’s been an early season rallying cry for the Leafs to “control what we 
can control.” They’ll get another test of that mantra this weekend. 

One of Toronto’s strengths this year was supposed to be its goaltending 
tandem of 

and . That is, until Mrazek pulled a groin in his first start last Thursday, 
forcing the Leafs to recall third-string netminder 

from the American Hockey League’s Toronto Marlies. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe said on Friday that Mrazek has resumed skating 
and is still “on track” with the minimum 14-day recovery the club 
announced when he was hurt. Mrazek will accompany the Leafs on their 
road trip to Pittsburgh, Raleigh and Chicago next week, but Keefe said 
he “isn’t close to playing” although progress has been good. 

So, it’ll be Hutchinson getting the call against San Jose, keeping 
Campbell fresh to play the second half of Toronto’s back-to-back on 
Saturday in Pittsburgh.  

Hutchinson last played an NHL game on April 4, in a 4-2 win over 
Calgary. Keefe said on Thursday that having a reliable third goalie like 
Hutchinson available is a true asset for the Leafs, but they must help him 
start the season strong. 

Toronto should have every advantage over the Sharks, especially when it 
comes to rest. While the Leafs have been idle since their 2-1 overtime 
loss to New York on Monday, San Jose has played twice, including 
Thursday in Ottawa. 

But the Sharks also happen to be 3-0-0 on the season, boasting a 
superior record to the Leafs’ 2-1-1 mark.  

“Having a good start would be good [for Hutchinson], trying to play with 
the lead and give him some run support would be nice,” Keefe said. “And 
then how we defend, how we take care of the puck, all those things are 
important. [San Jose] is a team that's rolling, they're confident, they're 
feeling good. For the most part they've been in control of the games that 
they've been in.” 

The Leafs have been struggling to score at 5-on-5 early on. Their five 
even-strength goals are tied for third-fewest in the NHL, and Toronto is 
converting at the fifth-lowest goals-for per game rate (2.00). 

is one of four skaters in the Leafs’ top six who has yet to score a goal. 
There’s been plenty of talk about good chances and opportunities around 
the net but failing to capitalize is starting to catch up with the team.  

“We want to play our game and spend as much time as we can in the 
opponent's end,” Tavares said. “That's one of the things we've talked 
about this morning. [San Jose] doesn't do very much of that [playing in 
their own end], so being able to establish our game offensively and 
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grinding them down and being a hard team to play against [is key], and 
when we have to check, we check hard and don't give them much time or 
space.” 

One area the Leafs have excelled in though is faceoffs. Toronto paces 
the entire NHL at 62.9 per cent in the dot, and Tavares is even better 
than that average at 69.5 per cent.  

Between Tavares, 

(65.1 per cent) and the recently returned 

(86.7 per cent), the Leafs are at least putting themselves in good position 
to start. Now it’s about finishing.  

“I take a lot of pride to be good on both sides,” Tavares said of his faceoff 
strategy. “It's a great opportunity to not have to work to chase the puck 
and have to get it back. It's a great chance to start your shift or a power 
play with it and sets you up for success more often than not.” 

Tavares couldn’t help but laugh while noting after Friday’s game, he’ll be 
going back to the United States for one of the first times this decade. The 
process of cross-border travel will be as unfamiliar to the Leafs as 
opponents they see on the other side. But it’s a step in the direction of 
normal – or close to it.  

“They've already briefed me on some of the different things we're going 
to have to go through tonight in terms of getting into the U.S.,” Keefe 
said. “[Like] getting off the plane at customs and security and all the 
things that are different from what we've experienced in the past. So, 
there are some different things we're going to have to adjust to there. But 
we're happy to get into these different cities and see all the different 
buildings and fan bases again.” 
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USA TODAY / Tampa Bay Lightning receive even glitzier rings for 
second consecutive Stanley Cup title 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning, who captured back-to-back Stanley Cup titles, 
have received championship rings that are even glitzier than their first. 

The rings feature 273 round diamonds, 45 custom-cut diamonds, 20 
princess-cut diamonds, 30 custom-cut sapphires and 22 tapered-
baguette sapphires for a total gem carat weight of approximately 31.67 
carats. 

Jostens says that's the largest ring by carat size in the company's 125-
year history. The 2020 championship rings had about 25 carats. 

Among the special commemorations: 

A nod to Conn Smythe-winning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy's five 
consecutive series-clinching shutouts over two seasons. 

Two Images of the Stanley Cup, with Images of fans below to celebrate 
the trophy being won at home in Game 5. The 2020 Cup was won in the 
Edmonton bubble. 

The words Back to Back, the team's 32-13 playoff record over two 
seasons and the results of all of their 2021 series. 

The words Cup Parade Repeat, encircled by coach Jon Cooper's mantra 
before Game 5: Work Over Hope, Process Over Outcome. 

The words Last Day Of School, surrounded by the jersey numbers of all 
the players who won the 2021 Cup. 

That's because during the offseason, salary cap issues forced a partial 
breakup of the team. The entire third line – Blake Coleman, Yanni 
Gourde and Barclay Goodrow – is playing elsewhere, as are Tyler 
Johnson and David Savard. 

The Lightning, also dealing with another injury to star Nikita Kucherov, 
might find it harder to repeat, but if they pull it off, an even bigger ring 
could be in store. 
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