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Canes goalie Frederik Andersen has history with the Maple Leafs. But will he play? 

By Chip Alexander 

Had things gone differently, the Carolina Hurricanes could 
have had goalie Frederik Andersen in net and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs started Petr Mrazek in their game Monday at 
PNC Arena. 

Talk about an odd juxtaposition. Andersen left the Maple 
Leafs after last season and signed as a free agent with 
Carolina. Mrazek left Carolina and signed with Toronto. Word 
has it they’re not living in each other’s old housing. 

Nor will they face each other. 

Mrazek is injured, though he’s with the Leafs on the road. 
Andersen has started all four games in the Canes’ 4-0 start, 
and has put up some sweet numbers — a 1.75 goals-against 
average and .944 save percentage. 

“I’ve been in a nice groove,” Andersen said Friday. “I think 
I’m staying within my process, trying to focus on every game, 
every shot. The guys have played well in front of me. They 
work hard to try and limit some of the chances and they 
make it easier for me.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did not commit Saturday to 
starting Andersen again Monday. 

“He might play,” Brind’Amour after the 5-1 win at Columbus. 
“We’ll assess everything (Sunday), where everybody’s at, 
and go from there.” 

In Brind’Amour’s first three years as head coach, only one 
goalie made five straight regular-season starts — Mrazek 
early in the 2019-20 season. Last season, James Reimer 
played in five consecutive games, relieving an injured 
Mrazek in an early-season game against Dallas and then 
starting the next four. 

Andersen loving the game 

When healthy, Andersen, 32, has been a workhorse goalie 
during his NHL career in Anaheim and in Toronto. He wasn’t 
healthy last season. He says he is now. It’s that simple, he 
said. 

“I’m enjoying playing hockey,” he said. “My main thing is 
feeling good, feeling healthy and enjoying playing hockey. 
That’s the important thing. All the other things are just 
distractions and doesn’t really matter too much. The love of 
the game is what has to come first.” 

The Canes have given up a few too many chances for 
Brind’Amour’s liking. The Blue Jackets had 24 scoring 
chances and 10 “high-danger” chances in Saturday’s game, 
according to Naturalstattrick.com. Their goal by Boone 
Jenner came with a two-man advantage on a second-period 
power play. 

Andersen twice stopped the Blue Jackets’ Patrik Laine, one 
of the league’s pure snipers, after Carolina turnovers. He 

stopped Yegor Chinakhov on a breakaway after Chinakhov 
knocked down a pass at the Carolina blue line, and later 
stopped Sean Kuraly on a shorthanded shot from the slot, 

Canes center Vincent Trocheck, who had two goals and an 
assist, was named the game’s first star. It easily could have 
been Andersen. 

“He’s been phenomenal,” Trocheck said to the media. “He’s 
kept us in all of these games. We’re not usually a team that 
gives up so many grade-A’s (scoring chances) but when we 
have in these last few games, he’s stepped up.” 

Putting last season in Toronto behind him 

It has been some 20-month ride for Andersen since the 
game in Toronto that made David Ayres an instant hero for 
the Canes, and the game an instant classic. 

On Feb. 22, 2020, Reimer and then Mrazek were injured in 
the game at Scotiabank Arena. Ayres, the emergency 
backup goalie, entered late in the second period, shutting out 
the Leafs in the third as the Canes scored twice to cap an 
improbable victory. 

Andersen was in the Leafs net, the guy beaten by the 
“Zamboni driver,” as Ayres, then 42, was called by many in 
the media. Andersen allowed six goals on 47 shots in the 6-3 
loss. 

The pandemic put an end to the 2019-20 regular season 
soon after the Ayres game. The Maple Leafs, with Andersen 
in net, were defeated by Columbus in a 2020 Stanley Cup 
playoff qualifying round. They lost again in the 2021 playoffs 
to Montreal, with Andersen injured during a seven-game 
series that had an excruciating end for the Leafs. 

Andersen prefers not to say much about his troubles last 
season. In a five-part docu-series on the Leafs’ 2021 season 
shown on Amazon, the goalie’s injury situation became a 
major focus for the Leafs as the NHL trade deadline 
approached and Andersen was sidelined. 

“The Freddie situation. It’s a huge concern for all of Leafs 
Nation,” narrator Will Arnett said on “All or Nothing: Toronto 
Maple Leafs.” 

During the series, Andersen is shown flexing a leg in the 
treatment room and saying, “It’s one of those injuries that 
kind of come over time and could be a number of things, the 
small impacts or just wear and tear from playing a lot.” 

Andersen has played a lot. He started more than 60 games 
in his first three seasons in Toronto and has played in 397 
games since his NHL career began in 2013 with Anaheim 
after initially being drafted by the Canes in 2010. 

Andersen said he did not have an issue in the way he or his 
injury were portrayed in the behind-the-scenes Amazon 
series. 
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“It’s not the most fun season to look back on,” he said. “It had 
some stuff about my injury but that’s never fun to look at, so 
I’m just happy that I moved on and feeling good now.” 

The Canes also signed goalie Antti Raanta in the offseason. 
Brind’Amour could give Raanta his first start with the Canes 
on Monday. Or it could be Andersen against his former team 
as the Leafs (2-3-1) try to recover from a 7-1 loss to 
Pittsburgh. 

No pressure either way, Andersen said. 

“There’s going to be pressure everywhere you look,” he said. 
“It’s just a matter of focusing on the things you can control.” 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Carolina Hurricanes 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC 99.9 FM.

 

 

 

DGB weekend rankings: Panthers keep rolling, Hawks keep losing, and the Maple Leafs get 
embarrassed 

By Sean McIndoe 

It’s week two, it’s still too early, and some of the power 
rankings out there are already losing their minds. 

OK, Sean and Dom didn’t quite phrase it that way. They went 
with “embracing the chaos”. But the Sabres as the league’s 
second-best team? The Sharks in the top five? The Red 
Wings ahead of the Lightning? The Senators and Blue 
Jackets ahead of the Avalanche and Islanders?  Vegas at 
25? The Habs in dead last? 

Well, yeah, maybe that last one works. But the rest of it is 
madness. It’s been two weeks! You can’t overreact to two 
weeks. 

Except… what do you do, then? 

It’s one thing to wave away the occasional weird early 
season results. But two weeks into this year, it feels like 
nothing makes sense. Hardly anyone is playing the way we 
expected, and the standings look like somebody took a snow 
globe full of little hockey logos and gave it a good shake. Not 
all of it will matter. Most of it won’t. But some of this has to 
mean something, right? 

I’m not sure. Since I’m the guy who does the “let’s think long-
term” rankings, I’m in way more danger of embarrassing 
myself than Sean and Dom are. If the Sabres don’t win 
another game the rest of the year, well, they were still 3-0-0, 
so maybe they deserved that ranking, if only briefly. I’m 
trying to predict the future here, so if I jump on a bandwagon 
too quickly then I have to wear it all year long. 

It’s very possible that we’ll look back on a snapshot of the 
week two standings in a few months and laugh at how none 
of it held up. Welcome to the parity era, where anyone can 
beat anyone and it takes months to get any idea of what’s 
really happening, am I right? But maybe we look back and 
see that some of it was real, and some of those surprise 
teams on either side of the ledger were trying to tell us 
something. 

Fair warning: For this week’s rankings, I’m still going to 
mostly stay conservative, and continue to lean more on 

preseason expectations than what’s happened on the ice so 
far. If that’s going to bother you, then hit up the Friday 
rankings and embrace that chaos. For now, I’m going to 
(mostly) step carefully for one more week. 

But after that, it will be time to start considering some bigger 
moves for the teams that are surprising us, and things might 
get weird. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts. 

We got an early-season Avs/Lightning matchup on Saturday, 
and in true pro wrestling style they left us wanting more by 
delivering a non-finish. Well, we call them shootouts in the 
hockey world, but it’s the same thing. Colorado took the extra 
point in the coin flip contest, and we’ll have to wait for 
December for the rematch — and then maybe June for the 
big showdown. 

OK, seriously, final warning, a couple of the teams in this 
week’s top five have bad records — if you can’t get your 
head around the whole “long term” concept, this is your last 
chance to bail out while you can. 

5. Edmonton Oilers (5-0-0, +10 true goals differential*) — 
Two reasons. First, and most obviously, they’re 5-0-0, and 
even with a weakish schedule that’s impressive. But they 
also get a boost because Vegas is struggling. We all kind of 
penciled the Knights in as the Pacific winner before they 
even dropped the puck, but the Oilers have already yanked 
that status away from them. It’s Edmonton, so we’re all 
waiting for the other shoe to drop. But maybe this is the year 
that it doesn’t. Just a team with two superstars, enough 
supporting talent, adequate goaltending, and a path to 
winning a weak division. Add it all up, and start looking way 
too far ahead, and it could at least get them to home ice in 
the second round. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (4-0-0, +11) — I’ve only got one spot 
for the Metro this week, and I’m giving it to the undefeated 
Hurricanes, who’ve won four straight plus tonight’s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 25, 2021 

 

guaranteed Freddie Andersen shutout against the Leafs. But 
with the Penguins, Rangers, and Caps all looking strong, it 
won’t take much of a wobble to put this spot up for grabs. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (2-2-1, -4) — In hindsight, the early 
schedule was tough, but this week brings the Sabres and 
Coyotes so we should see the Lightning remind us of what 
they can do. Still, the long-term loss of Nikita Kucherov 
means we have to bump them down at least one slot. 

2. Florida Panthers (5-0-0, +13) — They look amazing, and if 
you wanted to push them all the way up to the top spot then I 
wouldn’t argue much. And while they’ve been good in pretty 
much every phase of the game, the real story has been 
Sergei Bobrovsky looking like a real goalie again. The 
storyline for Florida heading into the season was whether 
Bobrovsky and rookie Spencer Knight could be decent 
enough that the position wouldn’t sink them. If it turns out to 
be a strength instead, look out. They’ve already beaten a 
bunch of good teams, and a pair of meetings with the Bruins 
this week will be another good test. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (2-3-0, -6) — Settle down, Avs fans, 
this isn’t much of a compliment. Read this as more of 
“nobody else has really jumped up and definitely grabbed the 
top spot, so we’re still defaulting to the preseason pick 
because they did just beat the defending champs, sort of”. 

Again, if you had to bet your life savings on the eventual Cup 
winner right now, would you really have many teams ahead 
of the Avs? Any at all? I don’t think I would, but that 
confidence is fading quickly. They’ve got a real prove-it week 
ahead, with the Knights, Blues and Wild. Run the table there 
and this ranking will look good. But another iffy week means 
they won’t be here next time. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues — First, an important reminder: 
The “not ranked” section in both the top and bottom five is 
not meant to be the sixth-place team. If I wanted to rank six 
teams every week, I’d do a top six. Instead, it’s simply a 
team that didn’t make that week’s list but is still worth talking 
about. This week, that’s St. Louis. 

As you’ve no doubt noticed if you’re a fan of one of them, 
there are several teams that have picked up points in every 
game that didn’t crack our top five. That list lost the Sharks 
and Wild yesterday, but still includes the Penguins (who got 
this feature spot last week) and Capitals, who both sit at 3-0-
2. 

And then there’s the Blues, one of four teams left with 
completely spotless records. The other three are in the top 
five. So why not us, St. Louis fans might want to know. 

It’s a fair question, especially with the Blues also leading the 
league in goals-per-game. They did boost that by hanging a 
seven-spot on the Coyotes, which just seems cruel, but they 
also lit up the Kings on Saturday and have earned wins over 
legit contenders like the Avs and Knights. 

I guess my best answer is that I just want to see it for 
another week or two before I fully buy into a team that not 
many of had in our top tier heading into the season. And 
there’s a good chance I will because they spend their next 

two weeks playing some pretty so-so teams. Five of their 
next six opponents missed the playoffs last year, all of them 
by a lot, and the other team is Colorado, who don’t look right 
yet. There’s a chance here to bank enough points that I won’t 
be able to snub the Blues for long. But for one more week, I 
guess that’s what I’m doing. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

There’s no Red Wings in this week’s bottom five for the 
second straight week. But I still needed to find a spot for this, 
which (with apologies to Lucas Raymond) may have been 
the highlight of the weekend: 

5. Seattle Kraken (1-4-1, -10) — They deserve some extra 
time to gel as a group, they’ve only had one home game, 
and we’re all still terrified of sticking our necks out on a new 
team and getting Vegas’ed. Still, we have to at least consider 
the possibility that this might be a typical expansion team, 
which is to say not very good 

4. Buffalo Sabres (3-1-1, +3) — This is as far up the list as I 
can go, Sabres fans, so apologies if you were hoping to 
escape entirely this week, especially after two straight 
losses. Still, you’ve got the Lightning tonight and then five 
more teams that look beatable, and at some point this team 
might bank enough wins that I don’t have a choice. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (0-5-1, -15) — With Montreal getting 
their first victory on Saturday, the Hawks are now the only 
team that’s actually trying to win that still hasn’t. The fact that 
the Habs got that win against the same Detroit team that 
went into Chicago and won last night just twists the knife 
even further. 

There are some obvious caveats here, as the Hawks are 
dealing with some COVID-related absences. But the guys 
who are there aren’t playing well, and this team is already 
dangerously close to falling out of the playoff race. Oh, and 
the sellout streak ended last night, so they’ve got that going 
for them. 

We’re told that Stan Bowman isn’t going to fire Jeremy 
Colliton. If that’s true, you wonder what the next step is going 
to be. Wait it out? Work the trade market? Bench somebody? 
Check the schedule and see who’s in town on Wednesday 
and realize they probably win that one? 

It’s hard to say. But if something doesn’t change soon, a 
season that started with a decent dose of optimism will pretty 
much be over before it began. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (2-3-1, -3) — Three straight losses, with 
15 goals allowed in those games, has dampened some first-
week enthusiasm. Their best game was their opener against 
the Jets, and they get them again tomorrow. I’m not sure I’d 
call Winnipeg a get-right game, but the Ducks can restore 
some optimism. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (0-4-1, -16) — No suspense here, and 
maybe there won’t be all season long. In all the years I’ve 
been doing this, I’ve never had a team go start-to-finish in 
the bottom spot — even the woeful 2019-20 Red Wings took 
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a few weeks to settle into rock bottom. The Coyotes sure 
look like favorites to pull it off this year, but we’ll see. 

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — It’s early and we’re not 
overreacting to a few games and things can look very 
different even a day or two from now. 

But we also don’t need to blow smoke, so let’s just say it: 
The Maple Leafs’ weekend was an absolute disaster. They 
were well-rested and facing a tired Sharks team at home on 
Friday, and lost a sloppy affair. Then they headed to 
Pittsburgh to face a depleted Pens team missing just about 
everyone and got absolutely rolled. 

Saturday’s 7-1 loss on Hockey Night in Canada was the sort 
of thing that would be considered embarrassing if this group 
was capable of embarrassment. At this point, nobody’s quite 
sure. They get to wear cool clothes before games now, after 
all, and maybe that’s the important thing. 

Six games into the season, we’re back to emergency mode 
in Toronto. Mitch Marner seems broken, Auston Matthews is 
buzzing but not scoring, John Tavares is mostly quiet, the 
blue line is a mess, and Michael Hutchinson is back in the 
picture. That’s going about as well as you’d expect. Every 
time the camera finds Sheldon Keefe, he looks like he wants 
to strangle somebody. At some point, maybe they should let 
him. 

And through it all, some Maple Leafs fans are panicking and 
some are loudly keeping the faith, as always. But a lot of 
them are doing something else, something that’s new — 

shrugging. I wrote about this after last spring’s collapse when 
I said that this time feels different. Two weeks into the 
season, that feeling hasn’t faded. 

I won’t pretend that the fans I hear from are a representative 
sample of the fan base as a whole, but I hear from a lot. And 
the message I keep getting is: We don’t care. Not about the 
regular season. Not until the playoffs arrive, if they even do. 
In some cases, not until this team actually wins something in 
the postseason. And in others, not at all, not anymore, at 
least with this group. The one thing you never saw from Leaf 
fans in the past was stuff like this and this and this. Maybe 
someday we’ll look back on the organization’s adamant and 
immediate vow that nothing of significance would change 
after the Montreal series as the right one, a brave call to stay 
the course instead of taking the easy way out to appease the 
howling masses. We’ll see. But from a PR perspective, man, 
it sure seems to have sent a depressing message to a fan 
base that didn’t want to hear it. 

How do you fix it? No idea. I’m not sure you can. I’m also still 
not sure you need to — it’s been six whole games, and a 
strong showing against the Hurricanes tonight might shift the 
narrative. It’s not a full-blown crisis in Toronto yet. But it’s 
already headed in that direction, and it won’t take many more 
nights like we just saw before we’re there. And once we are, 
all bets are off on how this might go. 

Does that bother the pride of anyone on this team? We’ll get 
another chance to find out tonight.
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The Little Things: Brind'Amour's Tweaks Paying Dividends 

The team has four wins in four games while still learning the 
pieces to their puzzle 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - This time last week the Canes were 2-0-0, 
coming off of opening week victories over a New York 
Islanders team that's projected to be a serious Stanley Cup 
contender and the Nashville Predators, who have made the 
playoffs in seven straight seasons. 

Yet despite their wins, Monday morning at practice Rod 
Brind'Amour shuffled around two of his forward lines, moving 
two of the team's studs in effort to find more chemistry 
amongst his forward pieces. 

More chemistry? After scoring nine goals in the first two 
games? 

Sounds like there would be plenty to be happy about, doesn't 
it? 

While the Canes matched their exact output again this week 
by scoring nine goals in two games, it was how the offense 
came that made the head coach's adjustments feel as if 
there was more value in these nine. 

The club got their first two victories without score sheet 
contributions from Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who was skating on 
the left wing of Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. 
Brind'Amour, obviously cognizant that Kotkaniemi can be a 
big factor for the club when contributing, then flip-flopped 
Necas with Teuvo Teravainen on the wing opposite of 
Kotkaniemi to see if the three Finns would have some 
furthered chemistry. The result? Two of the team's four goals 
at Centre Bell Thursday night coming from the Kotkaniemi-
Aho-Teravainen group, including one of which the team's 
new #82 tipped to the back of the net - the product of a 
lengthy shift of zone time for his trio. Saturday night in 
Columbus? A point for all three as well.  

They weren't lights out, game-dominating performances from 
Kotkaniemi, but Brind'Amour wasn't looking for him to go 
from 0-to-100 with one swift change in linemates. It was just 
about starting the production and getting Kotkaniemi going. 

As for the newly formed trio of Andrei Svechnikov-Vincent 
Trocheck-Martin Necas? A combined four points in Montreal, 
which featured an even strength goal that the three 
contributed on. Saturday? Five points for the batch, which 
does not include what looked like a sure-fire Necas goal that 
he was robbed upon by Joonas Korpisalo.  

Surely changes in linemates throughout the season are 
going to transpire, but the reigning Jack Adams Award 
(Coach of the Year) winner is once again proving why he is 
exactly that. 

You'd have to imagine that most teams aren't trying to get 
more out of their team when earning two victories to start the 
season, especially with an average of over four goals per 
game. "If it's not broke, don't fix it" is an easy fallback and 
Brind'Amour has found the perfect hybrid between trying to 
sharpen his tools and knowing when to go with what he's got 
thus far. 

"I appreciate that, but I'm not sure I can take a lot of credit on 
that one," Brind'Amour said, quickly deflecting attention when 
asked regarding the tweaks of his roster. "We've got some 
skilled players for sure and trying to figure out where they fit 
best is going to be an ongoing process for a while. As long 
as we work hard at it, good things should come with the 
group we have." 

After the aforementioned production from the Aho and 
Trocheck lines, Jesper Fast having three goals in four games 
and Jordan Staal having four points in four games gives us 
reason to believe that the Canes busy week ahead will begin 
with at least three lines still in tact. 

"Guys are playing well, understanding their roles and what's 
expected of them," Staal said of the team's offense through 
four games. "All throughout the lineup everyone is bought in 
and understands the speed we want to play at." 

Armed with 18 goals in four games, the Canes now begin a 
home stand that covers four games in seven days at PNC 
Arena. Starting tomorrow against Toronto, the team will also 
see Boston on Thursday, Chicago on Friday and then 
Arizona to round things out Sunday afternoon.
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Upcoming Forecast: Toronto, Boston, Chicago and Arizona 

Canes begin four-game home stand at PNC Arena Monday 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Prior to Thursday night in Montreal the 
Carolina Hurricanes had an abnormality in their 82-game 
schedule, a four-day layoff after playing just two contests. 

For comparison, the team won't have four consecutive days 
without game action until February, when the NHL takes their 
All-Star and 2022 Olympics Break. 

Naturally, that means the Canes are going to have a packed 
schedule at points and this week is one of them. With three 
teams coming to town within the next week that the Canes 
have not seen since the 2019-20 season, let's take a glance 
at the early season outlook from the clubs making their way 
to Raleigh. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Current Record: 2-3-1 

The Leafs come to town in the midst of a frustrating skid, 
dropping three straight games. Posting just 12 goals through 
six contests, scoring has been an issue. 

With that being said, the likes of Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, John Tavares and others present an always 
available threat that could bring goals by the bunches. 

Saturday night as the Canes produced a dominant victory in 
Columbus, Toronto was on the other end of the paradigm, 
falling 7-1 to the Pittsburgh Penguins. Former Hurricane Petr 
Mrazek suffered an injury already this season so while we 
will not see him in action Monday, he is expected to travel 
with the team. 

The game will carry a little extra emotion for Canes 
goaltender Frederik Andersen, who played for Toronto for 
five seasons before coming to Raleigh. 

Tickets: Maple Leafs vs. Hurricanes - Monday, October 25 at 
7 p.m. 

Boston Bruins 

Current Record: 3-1-0 

Similar to the Maple Leafs, Boston always presents a 
challenge every single night. A well-coached bunch that 
includes the long-time suspects of Patrice Bergeron, David 
Pastrnak, Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy, there is a 
heritage of winning in the B's organization. 

Not just a top-heavy group, the Bruins tout powerful depth, 
which allows them to play a complete game for all 60 
minutes. Holding both Dallas and Buffalo to just one goal in 

two of their contests this year, Thursday night's matchup at 
PNC will be a big early season test for the Canes. 

Tickets: Bruins vs. Hurricanes - Thursday, October 28 at 7 
p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Current Record: 0-4-1* (as of Sunday afternoon, prior to their 
puck drop against Detroit) 

No two ways about it, the Chicago Blackhawks are struggling 
to start the season. Outscored heavily through their first 
string of games, the crew is going to be a hungry bunch 
when they arrive in Raleigh on Friday. 

Another team that has enjoyed a great deal of winning within 
the last decade, the talent at the top of the lineup including 
Patrick Kane, Jonathan Toews and Alex DeBrincat can 
certainly find their way to the back of any team's net at any 
given time, so they won't be a unit to take lightly. 

A defensive group headed up by four-time All-Star Seth 
Jones and a goaltending cast led by three-time Stanley Cup 
Champion Marc-Andre Fleury, there will be plenty of stars in 
action to kick off the weekend. 

Tickets: Blackhawks vs. Hurricanes - Friday, October 29 at 7 
p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes 
Current Record: 0-4-1 

Currently the only team below the Chicago Blackhawks in 
the Central Division standings (the Canes won the Central 
last year, don't forget), year one of another rebuild in the 
desert is underway. 

While of course there is a regular season to be played, the 
focus for the Coyotes at the moment is on their upcoming 
draft stock, which could tout as many as eight of the first 35 
selections in next summer's NHL Draft. 

On the ice at the moment though, 15 of the team's 25 
players on their active roster are either rookies or in their first 
year to the organization. Combine that with a new head 
coach, the club has their hands full in terms of trying to win 
games and stay competitive. Schedule makers not on their 
side, the 'Yotes will take on Florida, Tampa Bay and 
Washington this week before coming to the Triangle for their 
Halloween matinee. 

In addition to the special start time of 1 p.m., the game will 
be fun for the entire family, including Trick-or-Treat for kids 
who come in costume. "Sweets in the Suites" will begin at 12 
p.m. and run until 12:45 p.m. Candy will be passed out on 
the Suite Level, specifically Suites 108A, 109A and 109C.
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Hurricanes play the Maple Leafs, seek 5th straight victory 

Toronto Maple Leafs (2-3-1, fifth in the Atlantic) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (4-0-0, second in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Monday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -111, Maple 
Leafs -109; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina heads into a matchup with Toronto 
as winners of four straight games. 

Carolina went 36-12-8 overall with a 20-3-5 record at home 
during the 2020-21 season. The Hurricanes scored 3.1 goals 

per game while allowing opponents to average 2.4 last 
season. 

Toronto finished 35-14-7 overall with a 17-7-4 record on the 
road a season ago. The Maple Leafs were called for 165 
penalties last season averaging 3.0 penalties and 7.0 penalty 
minutes per game. 

The teams meet Monday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Maple Leafs: Petr Mrazek: day to day (lower body).

 

 

 
Frederik Andersen is back on his game after a rough season with the Leafs. The Hurricanes 
pretended it never happened 

By Kevin McGran 

RALEIGH, N.C.—When Carolina Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell went shopping for free agents over 
the summer, he made a very important decision: not to be 
swayed by how a player performed in the NHL’s pandemic-
shortened 2020-21 season. 

“What happened last year probably was a little bit abnormal 
for a lot of guys,” Waddell told the Star. “You don’t know 
every situation that they were in and everything else. So the 
players that we were targeting got pretty much a pass.” 

The Canes — who will host the Maple Leafs on Monday 
night — looked beyond a weird season for everybody. That 
was one of the key reasons why the Hurricanes landed 
goalie Frederik Andersen after a particularly hard year in 
Toronto. 

Andersen had the worst season of his five as a Leaf, with 
injuries a big factor. He lost his job to Jack Campbell 
because of them. 

“The pandemic was tough on everyone, but I think that that 
year was extremely difficult for me personally,” said 
Andersen, who had career worsts in goals-against average 
(2.96) and save percentage (.895). 

His career resumé, however, is impressive: 230 wins vs. 100 
losses and 48 loser points, with a 2.64 average and .916 
save mark. 

“I know it wasn’t a great year for him, but if you look at how 
he played over the last four or five years you get a lot of 
good things coming out of that,” said Waddell. “We just felt 
he was a good fit with our defence, with our team, the way 
we played.” 

And he’s six-foot-four and 238 pounds in a league that 
increasingly values big goaltenders. Waddell’s Canes lost in 
the second round of the playoffs last year to Tampa Bay with 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, six-foot-three and 225 pounds. 
Robin Lehner of the Golden Knights and Anthony Stolarz of 
the Ducks are the only netminders who weigh more than 
Andersen. 

“We love the size,” said Waddell. “We haven’t had big 
goalies in the past. So we noticed that last year, we played 
Tampa in the second round, their goalie is a monster. So we 
made a decision early this summer as a team that we were 
going to make changes, try to do something different with our 
goaltending.  

“We had a lot of guys on the list — not only free agents, but 
through trades. But at the end of the day, we felt Freddie was 
one of our best (options) and that’s why we went that 
direction.” 

The Canes also signed Antti Raanta to back up Andersen. 
The Leafs would go on to sign Petr Mrázek, who played for 
Carolina last season, to form a tandem with Campbell. 
Mrázek is out with a groin injury, but travelling on this trip. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 25, 2021 

 

So, Monday’s night’s game could well be billed as a grudge 
match for Andersen against Campbell and his old team. After 
all, Andersen seemed to be painted as the villain in the 
Amazon series “All or Nothing” — the subject of a shouting 
match between coach Sheldon Keefe and goalie coach 
Steve Briere, and his health status questioned at one point 
by assistant coach Doug MacLean. 

“I feel like shows like that would tend to play a little bit on the 
drama and then over-exaggerate that stuff a little bit,” said 
Andersen. “I don’t think there was any (acrimony) on my end. 
I was doing what I could to get healthy. It was a frustrating 

period for me personally, not being able to figure out what 
was wrong.” 

Healthy now and off to a good start in Carolina, he’s too nice 
a guy to say he’s holding a grudge. 

“You play them as hard as you can and hopefully it plays 
out,” the goalie said. “But I think overall, I enjoyed my time 
there. 

“It’s an amazing city with amazing people. I have a lot of 
friendships that I made there and that I’m going to cherish for 
a long time. We had some success, but not obviously the 
ultimate success.”

 

 

 

About Last Night: Canes Win Fourth Straight 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their fourth game in a row and 
their second on the road Saturday night in Columbus to 
improve to 4-0-0 on the season. 

By Zeke Lukow 

The Carolina Hurricanes have to be thrilled starting the 
season 4-0-0, including winning their first three road games 
of the season. Saturday’s win over the Blue Jackets saw the 
Hurricanes stick with the same exact lineup as the previous 
game, which included Jesperi Kotkaniemi on the first line and 
Frederick Andersen in net. 

The win sees the Canes stay in third place with eight points 
and multiple games in hand over the teams above them in 
the standings. 

Staal Bunyan and the Third Line 

The Canes third line of Jesper Fast, Jordan Staal and Nino 
Niederreiter has been the most complete line for the team so 
far. It is also the only line that hasn’t changed since the start 
of the season. 

The line ended up with a 53.85% Corsi Saturday, which 
shows that it dominated possession all game. All three 
players also showed incredible strength and ability to win 
puck battles, which is what makes playing against them so 
hard.  

Their ability to shut down the opponents is also why Rod 
Brind’Amour has been so confident in starting that line in 
every period for the last two away games, where he has to 
send lines out first. 

The main worry about the line coming into the season would 
be its ability to finish, but for the fourth game in a row, it 
produced on the score sheet. The line’s ability to score has 
also been the biggest factor in the team being undefeated.  

With an incredibly deep top six, the third line creates huge 
matchup issues for other teams. They have to pick their 

poison with their top skill lines and their top defensive units to 
either play against the Canes' top lines or the Staal line. 

Special Teams Special Times 

The Canes’ success last night was in large part due to the 
special teams. The Canes' only goal against was when 
Columbus was on a five-on-three. Carolina killed off three 
other penalties against a top-three powerplay heading into 
the night.  

The penalty kill forward units have been largely the same as 
last season, which is exactly how they have been able to 
pick up where they left off. The Canes have one of the best 
units in the league with a 88.2% success rate and continue 
to play with an aggressive forecheck that almost led to 
multiple third-period shorthanded goals. 

While the penalty killers were good, they were actually 
outdone by the power play units, who went 3 for 6 on the 
evening. Both units converted opportunities with the first unit 
scoring two goals and the second unit converting once. 

Over the last couple of seasons, the crux of the Canes has 
been the innocuous second powerplay unit. With added skill 
in Kotkaniemi, they have been able to snap the puck around 
and create more chances. Granted a good old-fashioned 
rush to the net and traffic created their tally.  

Frederick Andersen Continues Strong Play 

It seems like pointing out the obvious that Andersen was a 
bright spot in the game, but it’s not just his save percentage 
and goals against (which are good, by the way). His style is 
something that the Canes have needed in net.  

His play is more similar to a James Reimer or Curtis 
McElhinney, in that he is bigger and plays a more 
conservative game than guys like Alex Nedeljkovic or Petr 
Mrazek. While both of those players had successful seasons 
in the past in Carolina, the change of style from one to 
Reimer would create issues with where the defense had to 
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position and how the players would have to commit to 
playing defense in the zone. 

The steady play of Andersen allows for consistency in the 
defensive zone and for players to play with more structure in 
the zone as opposed to trying to sweep up rebounds and fire 
drills that come from an over-committed goalie from a first 
save. 

So far the strategy for this season also looks to be to use 
Andersen as a traditional number one with Antti Raanta in a 
more traditional backup role. So far he has proven worthy of 
this role with the fifth-best goals-against average and save 
percentage in the league.  

Young Guns 

Over the past few seasons, Rod Brind’Amour has been very 
cautious to play his young players in impact spots. This year 
this has completely changed. These young players have 
experience and have proven they deserve the bigger roles. 

This starts with Kotkaniemi on the top line but is the most 
apparent in Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas playing 
together on the second line, something that would not have 

happened regularly in the past. Their experience in the 
system and their success proves that they are ready for 
these new roles. 

Playing Necas with Svechnikov has highlighted both players’ 
strengths. Svechnikov no longer has to make his own space 
and create his own plays. He has a heat-seeking passer in 
Necas on his line that produces tape to tape passes from 
anywhere on the ice. 

This freedom has also allowed Svech to play a hybrid power-
forward/sniper role. He is able to crash the net and create 
space for Necas and Trocheck or find open ice on rushes to 
convert scoring chances. His ability to do all makes him like 
a Jordan Staal with elite finishing ability. 

Next Steps 

The Carolina Hurricanes can now look forward to returning 
home to play a hungry Toronto Maple Leafs team, which 
haas lost its last three games by a combined score of 14-5. 
This will be the first playoff-contending team the Canes have 
played since the opening night against the New York 
Islanders.

 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Carolina Hurricanes: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Canes look to stay undefeated against the struggling 
Toronto Maple Leafs, and news from around the NHL. 

By Zeke Lukow 

Toronto Maple Leafs (2-3-1) @ Carolina Hurricanes (4-0-0)  

2021-22 Regular Season Game 5 
Monday, Oct. 25, 2021 - 7 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, North Carolina 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Pension Plan Puppets 

The Carolina Hurricanes return home to face the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. The Canes look to extend their season-opening 
win streak to five games against a struggling Leafs team. 
This is the second time in three seasons and the third time in 
franchise history that the Canes have started the season with 
a four-game win streak. A win Monday would be the best 
start to a season in franchise history.  

Toronto has struggled in this young season, which now 
includes their current three-game skid which has seen them 
lose by a combined score of 14-5. They are without their 
opening day starting goalie Petr Mrazek, which means either 
Jack Campbell or Michael Hutchinson will be in the crease 
for tonight’s game. 

Despite only scoring 12 goals in six games this season, the 
Leafs are always poised to have an offensive breakout 
game. The Canes need to make sure they continue to limit 
Auston Matthews, John Tavares and William Nylander. While 
the Canes are unlikely to make any major lineup changes, 
the Leafs could be tweaking their top six to try to spark the 
offense. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Maple Leafs 

Record 4-0-0 2-3-1 

Goals/Game 4.50 2.00 

Goals Against/Game 1.75 3.17 

Shots/Game 34.75 35.00 

Face Off Win % 54.0% 56.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 37.5% (3rd) 15.8% (24th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.2% (6th) 85.7% (9th) 

ES Corsi For % 52.61% 54.79% 

ES PDO 105.04 96.06 

PIM/Game 08:30 08:10 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jack Campbell 

Record 4-0-0 2-1-1 
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Category Frederik Andersen Jack Campbell 

Save % .944 .916 

GAA 1.75 2.22 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Michael Hutchinson 

Record 0-0-0 0-1-0 

Save % .000 .857 

GAA 0.00 4.57 

Game Notes 

 Tonight is the first of three meetings between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
with this being the only meeting in Raleigh this 
season. The Canes lead the all-time series 66-42-
11-5. The teams last met in 2020 and tied the 
season series in 2019-2020.  

 Sebastian Aho, Andre Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Teravainen all extended their point streaks to four 
games on Saturday 

 Ian Cole’s next game will be his 600th career NHL 
game, all signs point to that being tonight 

 Vincent Trocheck has five points in his last two 
games which included a two-goal performance in 
Columbus. That marked only his second two-goal 
game since joining the Canes. His first goal on 
Saturday was his 13th career game-winning goal.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255246831.html#storylink=mainstage_lead 

https://theathletic.com/2910076/2021/10/25/dgb-weekend-rankings-panthers-keep-rolling-hawks-keep-losing-and-the-maple-leafs-get-embarrassed/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/the-little-things-brindamours-tweaks-paying-dividends/c-327186366 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/upcoming-forecast-toronto-boston-chicago-and-arizona/c-327192878 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-toronto-north-carolina-toronto-maple-leafs-c32af23fd60244e095f3934dc94da327 

https://www.thestar.com/sports/leafs/2021/10/24/frederik-andersen-is-back-on-his-game-after-a-rough-season-with-the-leafs-the-hurricanes-
pretended-it-never-happened.html 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/24/22742627/about-last-night-canes-win-fourth-straight 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/25/22744127/toronto-maple-leafs-at-carolina-hurricanes-storm-advisory-10-15-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 25, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

1223914 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen has history with the Maple Leafs. But 
will he play? 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Had things gone differently, the Carolina Hurricanes could have had 
goalie Freddie Andersen in net and the Toronto Maple Leafs started Petr 
Mrazek in their game Monday at PNC Arena. 

Talk about an odd juxtaposition. Andersen left the Maple Leafs after last 
season and signed as a free agent with Carolina. Mrazek left Carolina 
and signed with Toronto. Word has it they’re not living in each other’s old 
housing. 

Nor will they face each other. 

Mrazek is injured, though he’s with the Leafs on the road. Andersen has 
started all four games in the Canes’ 4-0 start, and has put up some sweet 
numbers — a 1.75 goals-against average and .944 save percentage. 

“I’ve been in a nice groove,” Andersen said Friday. “I think I’m staying 
within my process, trying to focus on every game, every shot. The guys 
have played well in front of me. They work hard to try and limit some of 
the chances and they make it easier for me.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did not commit Saturday to starting 
Andersen again Monday. 

“He might play,” Brind’Amour after the 5-1 win at Columbus. “We’ll 
assess everything (Sunday), where everybody’s at, and go from there.” 

In Brind’Amour’s first three years as head coach, only one goalie made 
five straight regular-season starts — Mrazek early in the 2019-20 
season. Last season, James Reimer played in five consecutive games, 
relieving an injured Mrazek in an early-season game against Dallas and 
then starting the next four. 

When healthy, Andersen, 32, has been a workhorse goalie during his 
NHL career in Anaheim and in Toronto. He wasn’t healthy last season. 
He says he is now. It’s that simple, he said. 

“I’m enjoying playing hockey,” he said. “My main thing is feeling good, 
feeling healthy and enjoying playing hockey. That’s the important thing. 
All the other things are just distractions and doesn’t really matter too 
much. The love of the game is what has to come first.” 

The Canes have given up a few too many chances for Brind’Amour’s 
liking. The Blue Jackets had 24 scoring chances and 10 “high-danger” 
chances in Saturday’s game, according to Naturalstattrick.com. Their 
goal by Boone Jenner came with a two-man advantage on a second-
period power play. 

Andersen twice stopped the Blue Jackets’ Patrik Laine, one of the 
league’s pure snipers, after Carolina turnovers. He stopped Yegor 
Chinakhov on a breakaway after Chinakhov knocked down a pass at the 

Carolina blue line, and later stopped Sean Kuraly on a shorthanded shot 
from the slot, 

Canes center Vincent Trocheck, who had two goals and an assist, was 
named the game’s first star. It easily could have been Andersen. 

“He’s been phenomenal,” Trocheck said to the media. “He’s kept us in all 
of these games. We’re not usually a team that gives up so many grade-
A’s (scoring chances) but when we have in these last few games, he’s 
stepped up.” 

It has been some 20-month ride for Andersen since the game in Toronto 
that made David Ayres an instant hero for the Canes, and the game an 
instant classic. 

On Feb. 22, 2020, Reimer and then Mrazek were injured in the game at 
Scotiabank Arena. Ayres, the emergency backup goalie, entered late in 
the second period, shutting out the Leafs in the third as the Canes scored 
twice to cap an improbable victory. 

Andersen was in the Leafs net, the guy beaten by the “Zamboni driver,” 
as Ayres, then 42, was called by many in the media. Andersen allowed 
six goals on 47 shots in the 6-3 loss. 

The pandemic put an end to the 2019-20 regular season soon after the 
Ayres game. The Maple Leafs, with Andersen in net, were defeated by 
Columbus in a 2020 Stanley Cup playoff qualifying round. They lost 
again in the 2021 playoffs to Montreal, with Andersen injured during a 
seven-game series that had an excruciating end for the Leafs. 

Andersen prefers not to say much about his troubles last season. In a 
five-part docu-series on the Leafs’ 2021 season shown on Amazon, the 
goalie’s injury situation became a major focus for the Leafs as the NHL 
trade deadline approached and Andersen was sidelined. 

“The Freddie situation. It’s a huge concern for all of Leafs Nation,” 
narrator Will Arnett said on “All or Nothing: Toronto Maple Leafs.” 

During the series, Andersen is shown flexing a leg in the treatment room 
and saying, “It’s one of those injuries that kind of come over time and 
could be a number of things, the small impacts or just wear and tear from 
playing a lot.” 

Andersen has played a lot. He started more than 60 games in his first 
three seasons in Toronto and has played in 397 games since his NHL 
career began in 2013 with Anaheim after initially being drafted by the 
Canes in 2010. 

Andersen said he did not have an issue in the way he or his injury were 
portrayed in the behind-the-scenes Amazon series. 

“It’s not the most fun season to look back on,” he said. “It had some stuff 
about my injury but that’s never fun to look at, so I’m just happy that I 
moved on and feeling good now.” 

The Canes also signed goalie Antti Raanta in the offseason. Brind’Amour 
could give Raanta his first start with the Canes on Monday. Or it could be 
Andersen against his former team as the Leafs (2-3-1) try to recover from 
a 7-1 loss to Pittsburgh. 

No pressure either way, Andersen said. 
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“There’s going to be pressure everywhere you look,” he said. “It’s just a 
matter of focusing on the things you can control.” 
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Maple Leafs are taking the gloves off early this year 

 

CATHAL KELLY 

 

Every Toronto Maple Leafs season plays out in a classic three-act 
structure – set-up, confrontation, resolution. 

The wrinkles particular to this market are how long it takes to get to the 
confrontation, and that there’s never any satisfactory resolution. 

The Leafs’ near-term mission this year was remaining in the set-up 
phase for as long as possible. Months, hopefully. 

How do you that? Jabber non-stop about new additions, new tactics and 
new resolve. Tell your stars to smile more. Hypnotize the fanbase into 
thinking something fundamental has changed when nothing substantial 
has changed. Pray that you can get into the new year before you have to 
start answering questions about holes in the lineup or why Zach Hyman 
turned into Rocket Richard as soon as he left Toronto. 

It’s okay to lose a few. Just don’t lose badly. If you do lose badly, be 
gracious. Toronto fans are totally fine rooting for a loser, but they don’t 
like losers who lip back. 

That doesn’t sound hard, but the Leafs couldn’t manage it for six games. 
Now we are into all confrontation, all the time. 

The speed wobble started after Friday’s loss to San Jose. Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe was asked about the “lazy” effort of newcomer Nick 
Ritchie. 

The right way to answer this question in Toronto is whatever way you can 
do that without creating pull quotes. Keefe couldn’t do it. 

First, he took umbrage: “That’s not an appropriate question.” 

Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t realize we were all sitting cross-legged in the circle 
of trust. You wouldn’t want to offend a guy who makes millions in the 
entertainment business by critiquing the quality of his entertaining. 

That would have been fine, but Keefe’s red mist was coming up. He had 
to stick one in at the end: “You should be asking as many questions 
about Matthews and Marner today as you should be about Ritch.” 

Oh dear. 

This is the sort of tone you will remember from Mike Babcock’s time in 
charge. 

Say what you will about Babcock’s propensity to bully, but he did at least 
pick on the bigger targets. Matthews and Marner were particular 
favourites, though rarely in public. 

Slappers and ticklers. That’s usually how it goes in head coaching. You 
hire a Mike Keenan-type to scare the hell out of everyone. When you that 
stops working, you bring in a tickler. 

Keefe is the tickler to Babcock’s slapper. At least, he was. 

He’s beginning to realize that two years of tickling hasn’t done him much 
good. If things go wrong again this year, a slapper will be sitting in his 
office by spring. Time to start swinging. 

I’m not sure going straight at your top two guys is the way to do it. 
Babcock’s reputation as the best coach in the game foundered on that 
same shoal. But this is how confrontation begins. 

You smooth over those little slips by winning. So, obviously, the Leafs 
decided to lose. And boy, when this team commits to something, it really 
goes for it. 

A 7-1 loss to anyone at any point is terrible. But Saturday’s 7-1 loss to a 
Pittsburgh team missing Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang 
was especially ambitious. 

“Got away from us there,” Keefe said of two go-ahead goals allowed in 
15 seconds. “There’s a lot of things not to be happy about from that point 
on.” 

They should have that stencilled above all the entrances into the 
Scotiabank Arena – “Got away from us in the mid-1960s. Lot of things 
not to be happy about from that point on.” 

“We got outworked, outcompeted,” Jake Muzzin said. “So we gotta go 
back to the drawing board.” 

How many times have we heard this exact formulation from a Leafs 
player over the past few years? Where is this drawing board? What’s 
drawn on it? Maybe the Leafs should think about getting either a new 
board, new drawings or new drawers. 

Sure, it’s just a couple of losses. It won’t matter in the great sweep of the 
year. But the success of this Leafs season had very little to do with the 
standings. 

Let’s take the possibility of missing the playoffs off the table. If it heads in 
that direction, a bunch of people are getting fired before the break. 

But whether it finishes first or fourth in the Atlantic doesn’t really matter. 
Toronto has to make the postseason by whatever means and win one 
round. That’s the necessity. 

With that in mind, the success of the regular season was going to be 
determined by how long the Leafs could keep the narrative under their 
control. They’ve already lost control of the narrative. 

The team has a losing record. Matthews and Marner have one point, 
combined. The Leafs’ best performer is probably Jason Spezza, and he’s 
the only guy in the NHL collecting CPP in addition to his regular 
paycheque. 

Is the season headed into the ditch? It’s been a half-dozen games. No 
one has any idea where the season is headed yet. 

Does everyone in Toronto believe the season is headed into the ditch? 
That’s a better question and, yes, absolutely, people now believe that. 

Toronto has two modes of rooting for the hockey team – unfounded 
optimism and panic. We’ve switched from one to the other. 

Once that happens in a season there is no switching back. Now the 
confrontation begins – coach vs. players; players vs. each other; the 
fanbase vs. management; management vs. the coach and the players. 

It always comes to this with the Leafs, but it usually takes a while. In the 
past couple of years, the fight didn’t start until everything was over. 

So maybe this coming struggle of all against all is a good way to shake 
things up. Probably not, but maybe. 

Soon enough, someone will say something in a moment of frustration 
they shouldn’t have and the team will be duking it out with the city. 

That confrontation will definitely produce a resolution, though probably 
not the one the Leafs were imagining a few days ago. 
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Frederik Andersen is back on his game after a rough season with the 
Leafs. The Hurricanes pretended it never happened 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Sun., Oct. 24, 2021 

 

RALEIGH, N.C.—When Carolina Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell went shopping for free agents over the summer, he made a very 
important decision: not to be swayed by how a player performed in the 
NHL’s pandemic-shortened 2020-21 season. 

“What happened last year probably was a little bit abnormal for a lot of 
guys,” Waddell told the Star. “You don’t know every situation that they 
were in and everything else. So the players that we were targeting got 
pretty much a pass.” 

The Canes — who will host the Maple Leafs on Monday night — looked 
beyond a weird season for everybody. That was one of the key reasons 
why the Hurricanes landed goalie Frederik Andersen after a particularly 
hard year in Toronto. 

Andersen had the worst season of his five as a Leaf, with injuries a big 
factor. He lost his job to Jack Campbell because of them. 

“The pandemic was tough on everyone, but I think that that year was 
extremely difficult for me personally,” said Andersen, who had career 
worsts in goals-against average (2.96) and save percentage (.895). 

His career resumé, however, is impressive: 230 wins vs. 100 losses and 
48 loser points, with a 2.64 average and .916 save mark. 

“I know it wasn’t a great year for him, but if you look at how he played 
over the last four or five years you get a lot of good things coming out of 
that,” said Waddell. “We just felt he was a good fit with our defence, with 
our team, the way we played.” 

And he’s six-foot-four and 238 pounds in a league that increasingly 
values big goaltenders. Waddell’s Canes lost in the second round of the 
playoffs last year to Tampa Bay with goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, six-foot-
three and 225 pounds. Robin Lehner of the Golden Knights and Anthony 
Stolarz of the Ducks are the only netminders who weigh more than 
Andersen. 

“We love the size,” said Waddell. “We haven’t had big goalies in the past. 
So we noticed that last year, we played Tampa in the second round, their 
goalie is a monster. So we made a decision early this summer as a team 
that we were going to make changes, try to do something different with 
our goaltending. 

“We had a lot of guys on the list — not only free agents, but through 
trades. But at the end of the day, we felt Freddie was one of our best 
(options) and that’s why we went that direction.” 

Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen robs Josh Anderson of the Canadiens 
from point-blank range in Thursday’s game in Montreal. Andersen and 
the Hurricanes host the Leafs on Monday. 

The Canes also signed Antti Raanta to back up Andersen. The Leafs 
would go on to sign Petr Mrázek, who played for Carolina last season, to 
form a tandem with Campbell. Mrázek is out with a groin injury, but 
travelling on this trip. 

So, Monday’s night’s game could well be billed as a grudge match for 
Andersen against Campbell and his old team. After all, Andersen 
seemed to be painted as the villain in the Amazon series “All or Nothing” 
— the subject of a shouting match between coach Sheldon Keefe and 

goalie coach Steve Briere, and his health status questioned at one point 
by assistant coach Doug MacLean. 

“I feel like shows like that would tend to play a little bit on the drama and 
then over-exaggerate that stuff a little bit,” said Andersen. “I don’t think 
there was any (acrimony) on my end. I was doing what I could to get 
healthy. It was a frustrating period for me personally, not being able to 
figure out what was wrong.” 

Healthy now and off to a good start in Carolina, he’s too nice a guy to say 
he’s holding a grudge. 

“You play them as hard as you can and hopefully it plays out,” the goalie 
said. “But I think overall, I enjoyed my time there. 

“It’s an amazing city with amazing people. I have a lot of friendships that I 
made there and that I’m going to cherish for a long time. We had some 
success, but not obviously the ultimate success.” 
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Things look bleak for the Leafs, and Mitch Marner is an easy target. The 
solution starts with the stars 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Sun., Oct. 24, 2021 

 

RALEIGH, N.C.—Mitch Marner has no points in his last five games. 
Auston Matthews hasn’t scored in the three games he has played. 

The Maple Leafs’ stars know it’s not good enough. 

“We’ve played well defensively, but obviously everyone wants us to 
produce,” said Marner. “We need to produce to help our team, and for us 
right now we’re not doing that ... I’ve been through stretches like this 
before. It’s going to end.” 

Yes, slumps happen. But it’s very unusual for those two, after a season 
where Marner finished fourth in the NHL in points and Matthews was the 
league’s best goal scorer. 

It’s also unfortunate timing, with the Leafs hoping to quickly put a 
disappointing end to the 2021 playoffs behind them. Instead, the slumps 
have reminded their fan base that neither player produced when it 
mattered over seven games in May against Montreal. 

A three-game losing skid (two in regulation, one in overtime) capped by 
an embarrassing 7-1 loss in Pittsburgh on Saturday night has left the 
team 2-3-1. They’re under .500 in points percentage for the first time in 
two seasons, since coach Mike Babcock was fired and replaced by 
Sheldon Keefe. 

It was 23 months ago that the Leafs lost 6-1 in Pittsburgh, then 4-2 in 
Vegas to drop to 9-10-4. The coaching change that followed was credited 
with changing the Leafs’ fortunes in the regular season. Keefe was more 
of a player’s coach, a communicator. He let Marner play with Matthews 
and Leaf Nation rejoiced. He was more in tune with the style that general 
manager Kyle Dubas wanted. 

Now, almost two years later, the Leafs are back in the same spot: 
struggling to score, making silly giveaways, too casual with the puck. 
They’ve yet to impose their will on any opponent. 

Things look bleak. 
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The key players lost in free agency — namely forward Zach Hyman 
(Edmonton) and goalie Frederik Andersen (Carolina) — are thriving 
elsewhere. 

Mitch Marner and the Maple Leafs are looking for answers after Saturday 
night’s 7-1 thrashing by the Penguins in Pittsburgh. Marner has been 
held without a point in his last five games. 

With the Oilers, Hyman has more goals (five) than Matthews, Marner, 
John Tavares and William Nylander combined. 

Andersen — who will face the Leafs on Monday in Raleigh — has put the 
injury woes of last season behind him, quietly going 4-0-0 with a .944 
save percentage and 1.75 goals-against average with the Hurricanes. 

The players the Leafs brought in as replacements, meanwhile, are 
struggling to find their way. 

Forward Nick Ritchie, on a two-year deal with a salary-cap hit of $2.5 
million (U.S.), looks like he’ll be skating on the fourth line. 

Goalie Petr Mrázek, on a three-year deal with a cap hit of $3.8 million, 
suffered a groin injury in his season debut and is travelling with the team, 
but hasn’t played since. 

That’s $6.3 million combined for Ritchie and Mrázek, more than the 
Oilers are paying Hyman ($5.5 million). 

But the Leafs’ issues start at the top. Their best players are not producing 
at the rate they’re used to. 

“We’ve had some good looks,” said Marner, shut out since picking up an 
assist in the season opener. “Just have to make sure we’re getting 
around the net. Stay patient, keep working, try and get pucks back in that 
offensive zone and work our cycle game, and work our chemistry.” 

They think they have the solution, though the answers are not what Leaf 
Nation might like to hear. 

Dubas is all-in on this analytically driven team, for better or worse, and 
the analytics department tells them they’re doing almost everything right. 
Their expected goals metric and high-danger shot differentials suggest 
they should be winning more than they’re losing. So the hard part is 
continuing to believe in themselves, staying the course, even if the 
mostly negative results gnaw at them. 

Don’t worry about goals, says captain John Tavares. Worry about playing 
the right way. 

“When you give up 12 goals in two games (in losses to San Jose and 
Pittsburgh), you know, we could have scored four or five, but it wouldn’t 
have mattered,” the Leafs centre said. 

“So first we’ve got to take care of the areas defensively. And I think the 
type of players we are and the skill sets we have, you just continue to 
work at it and do the right things and play a strong game. And play 
trusting and believing in yourself. I think history will tell us that eventually 
you’re going to break through and find a way.” 

Marner — perhaps moreso than Matthews, who is coming off wrist 
surgery — has been the target of fans’ ire. But he’s not showing it. 

“From the way that he’s approaching the game and approaching his 
teammates, the way he’s talking on the bench and the energy that he 
has, I think he’s doing a really good job of staying focused on the things 
that he can control,” said Keefe. 

“(He’s) trying to get his game going and trying to continue to be a leader 
for the team, so that’s been a real positive. But he’s a guy that’s 
produced a lot and has the capability to produce a lot, and puts a lot of 
expectations upon himself. So it would be only natural for him to be 
searching for true solutions. 

“But he’s not the only one throughout our team who’s got to find their 
game.” 
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Inside the NHL: Lost weekend stirs doubts about the Leafs, Bergevin vs. 
Molson, Jets play it smart 

 

By Chris Johnston Special to the Star 

Mon., Oct. 25, 2021 

 

Marc Bergevin called a press conference four games into his team’s 
season and somehow doesn’t appear to be presiding over the most 
urgent situation in the NHL at the moment. 

That would be here in Toronto, where Kyle Dubas’s Maple Leafs have 
put three more points in the bank than Bergevin’s Montreal Canadiens, 
but are already dealing with a crisis of confidence. 

Among their vocal fan base, without question, if not their own minds. 

There was a quote from Jake Muzzin on the first day of training camp 
that set the bar for this group. Asked where he felt the team could 
improve following last season’s first-place finish and fumble in the first 
round against Montreal, Muzzin identified “maturity” as an area where 
they needed to grow. 

“I think it’s a little bit of learning from your failures, gaining experience 
every year, understanding what’s really important and building on that 
every day,” he said. 

Muzzin has a knack for cutting to the heart of every matter. I took his 
response to mean that the Leafs needed to become a team that was 
more aware of what the circumstances required at any given moment in 
time, whether that meant locking down a lead late in a game or adjusting 
the playing style when missing key personnel to injuries or building a 
defensive wall when their third goaltender is forced to make a start. 

Basically playing the way the Pittsburgh Penguins did while hammering 
the Leafs 7-1 on Saturday night without Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, 
Jeff Carter, Bryan Rust and Kris Letang in the lineup. 

No excuses. No doubts. 

There are plenty of qualifiers we could attach to Toronto’s uninspired 2-3-
1 start, of course, but none of them feel particularly relevant. They are a 
group that talks about building Stanley Cup habits and raising the 
standard, and so they should be expected to navigate their way through 
injuries or tough stretches of schedule. 

What underpins the entire situation is that as an organization the Leafs 
have run out of hope to sell. 

The Penguins celebrated seven times against Jake Muzzin and the Leafs 
on Saturday night. At training camp, Muzzin said the Leafs need more 
“maturity.” 

More than 17 years removed from a playoff series victory and more than 
five years deep on this core, they must win to maintain the trust of their 
customers. That relationship is on shaky ground. It would once have 
been unthinkable that a Leafs team with this many stars would fail to sell 
out Scotiabank Arena — even with the added challenges brought on by a 
pandemic — and yet there’ve been unsold seats at every game this 
season. 

Internally, the front office has not been viewing this as a make-or-break 
year. 

There’s a certain logic to that with Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and 
William Nylander all under contract for multiple seasons beyond this one 
and still in their peak performing years. However, as the salary cap 
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bleeds the Leafs of secondary talent every summer — hot starts by Zach 
Hyman in Edmonton and Freddie Andersen in Carolina aren’t helping, 
optically — it becomes tougher to stick to the same plan without results. 

This is unquestionably an important year for the franchise and, in the big 
scheme of things, this was simply one bad weekend during a big year. 
But it’s a weekend that stirs external doubts about the direction and 
raises questions about whether things are growing stale. 

Saturday’s blowout loss in Pittsburgh brought back memories of a 6-1 
defeat at PPG Paints Arena on Nov. 16, 2019 that effectively sealed the 
fate of former head coach Mike Babcock. He was officially replaced by 
Sheldon Keefe four days later. 

Dubas may not have that card to play this time, but he’s going to have to 
answer with something if his team doesn’t summon its own response. 

On Montreal 

Speaking of Bergevin, it was noteworthy to hear him tell reporters that 
he’d love to remain in Montreal “in a perfect world.” 

That only reinforced the idea that money has brought the veteran 
Canadiens general manager into a lame-duck season after extension 
talks with owner/president Geoff Molson failed to bear fruit in the 
summer. 

That is, a gap between what he wants to be paid and what his owner is 
willing to pay him. 

There are multiple dynamics unique to this situation, starting with the fact 
that Montreal is one of the only NHL teams that pays its executives in 
Canadian dollars. So he’s earning a figure less than some of his 
colleagues and getting dinged on the currency. And you could make the 
argument that his job comes with more challenges than any other 
because of a dual-language market with no other major sporting 
franchises to share the spotlight with. 

Then there’s the matter of who Montreal might turn to as a replacement if 
they can’t reach an extension by the end of the season. There isn’t an 
obvious successor if the Habs want another Francophone to fill the role 
— at least not one with extensive NHL experience in a senior 
management position. 

Molson announced before the season that he wouldn’t be discussing 
Bergevin’s contract publicly, but it remains a big talking point in league 
circles. 

Grounded Jets 

Good on the Winnipeg Jets for pulling out two big wins after losing Blake 
Wheeler and Mark Scheifele to COVID-19 protocol. 

The Jets were in one this past week after leaving Wheeler behind in 
Minnesota to isolate after his positive test, which was accompanied by 
symptoms from the virus. They landed home from an 0-2-1 season-
opening road trip to news that Scheifele had also produced a positive test 
while asymptomatic. 

That triggered concerns they may be dealing with an outbreak and 
basically saw them revert to last season’s protocols, with extensive 
mask-wearing and increased social distancing in the dressing room. Paul 
Maurice wore a mask while skating during practice and behind the bench 
for games. 

The Jets travelling party needs to continue to produce negative results 
through Tuesday before they’re considered to be in the clear. 

And they’re heading right back to California this week for another three-
game road swing. 

C.J.’s Top Five 

After seeing Seattle’s Climate Pledge Arena open to rave reviews on 
Saturday night, here’s my completely subjective list of the best places to 
watch an NHL game: 

1. Bell Centre Montreal 

Come for the theatre, atmosphere and engaged crowd, stay for the tasty 
hot dogs at intermission. 

2. T-Mobile Arena Las Vegas 

They know how to put on a show on the Strip. You’ll feel like you walked 
into a nightclub and saw a hockey game break out. 

3. Bridgestone Arena Nashville 

Vegas light, with plenty of local charm. You can’t beat the location, either, 
for pre- and post-game festivities. 

4. Madison Square Garden New York 

An unbelievable place to people-watch. Plus great sightlines and 
immaculate vibes. 

5. Canada Life Centre Winnipeg 

The NHL’s smallest building is its most intimate. Going to Winnipeg feels 
a little like going back in time to watch a game. 

Tidbits 

Connor McDavid has 51 goals and 151 points in his last 82 regular-
season games … Elite weekend for the Oilers, by the way — they stayed 
in Vegas following Friday’s win, played golf Saturday and attended the 
Eagles-Raiders game Sunday … Mike Babcock is off to a 1-0 start as 
head coach at the University of Saskatchewan … One of the assistants 
on his Huskies staff? Michael Babcock, his son … NHL general 
managers were asked this summer if they thought every team should be 
required to carry a third goaltender, but the idea didn’t gain enough 
support to become a rule for 2021-22 … There are just four NHL players 
who remain unvaccinated against COVID-19 … New Jersey Devils 
goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood is one of them. He was included on 
Team Canada’s Olympic long list, but will require full vaccination to be 
eligible for selection to the Beijing Games … The Blackhawks remain 
open to trading Dylan Strome, who has had trouble cracking the lineup 
this season … From the “gradually, then suddenly” department: The San 
Jose Sharks have started accepting crypto payments for luxury suite 
leases, and at least one NHL head coach is hoping to have his 
paycheque automatically converted to Bitcoin … Suggestion from a 
veteran agent: Rather than allowing a team like the Leafs to recall 
goaltender Michael Hutchinson for two weeks with no cap charge after 
signing an amateur backup for one game to trigger emergency 
conditions, why not simply process the call-up when the emergency 
arises and account for any cap overage created by carrying it over to the 
following season, like with entry-level bonuses? Food for thought. 

Beyond the rink 

A weekly thought on the sporting world at large: As a Dallas Cowboys 
fan, I’ve become conditioned to expect heartbreak. But this is as good as 
I’ve felt about the team in more than a decade. Perhaps we might get 
another Cowboys-Bills Super Bowl? 

Killer question from Gary in Las Vegas, a longtime reader/listener. I’ll go 
with Ziggy’s Pub on Crescent St. in Montreal, post-game in the playoffs, 
with the crew of reporters who covered the game. There’ve been many 
good nights there with NHL folk and it’s been far too long since my last 
one. Here’s how Google describes Ziggy’s: “Unpretentious watering hole 
with a cheery vibe offering standard drinks & sports on TV.” 

The next best place would be anywhere my trusted road companion 
Scott Burnside wants to take us. 

I will not stand for this slanderous take on those glorious Golden Knights 
domes. It’s Vegas! It’s the Strip! It works! 

Now that you’ve uncovered my evil plan to freeze out the Sharks … I’ll 
say a few words about them. They’ve got some great mojo going early in 
the season, the special teams have been sharp and they’re getting some 
saves. A winning recipe after a demoralizing 2020-21. They’ve also 
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benefited from Logan Couture’s dad, Chet, being able to attend the first 
four games in person. The Sharks have a great record when he’s in the 
building. 

I’m going entirely on gut feel here when I say Claude Julien. He’s a little 
bit younger than Boudreau and hasn’t been removed from the bench for 
quite as long. Boudreau also jumped to the dark side and has been doing 
some TV work with NHL Network in the U.S. 
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Despite the off-season vows, limp Leafs look anything but improved 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Oct 24, 2021 

 

Penguins left wing Drew O'Connor misses a wide-open  Maple Leafs 
during the third period at PPG Paints Arena. The Penguins won 7-1. 

If Kyle Dubas can’t make changes to his cap-strapped roster, perhaps 
the slow-starting Maple Leafs will consider this: 

Hand a stick and sweater to some of that massive coaching and player 
betterment brigade that takes up so much room on the team masthead. 

Because despite grandiose department titles such as peak performance, 
skating/skill development, player evaluation, sports science, diet, hockey 
research, technology and video, with a whole summer to prep what 
everyone was assured would be a hungry team, the on-ice product looks 
as poor as it did in the playoffs. 

The brass claimed that the angst of the loss to Montreal would be turned 
into a positive, given all that time to re-assess, refresh, change the 
coaching staff and other areas. 

Instead, the Leafs have been outscored 12-4 the past 48 hours, first by a 
Sharks team playing its third game in four nights, then bombed by the 
Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins, dropping to 2-3-1. You have to wonder 
if the players even listen to all of that counsel. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe, who believed that not being able to run a full 
training camp since he replaced Mike Babcock contributed to two first-
round playoff losses, has shown a bit of his predecessor in him of late. 
He is losing patience with first liners Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner, 
more so the latter who has one assist in six games after being 
marginalized by Montreal in June. Keefe was promoted almost two years 
ago from the Marlies to spare the rod that Babcock weaponized against 
his stable of first-round picks. 

Yet, this ominous start isn’t just on the $40-million foursome, making up 
most of a chronic malfunctioning power-play now ranked behind the 
Seattle Kraken. As a 5-on-5 team, the Leafs can be mysteriously 
lethargic at each period’s opening puck drop and prone to fragility if they 
don’t cash in on early chances. That’s despite the emotional lift from the 
return of large home crowds and a favourable early schedule. 

Where they’ve opined too much on mundane matters such as the team 
dress code, how about not getting undressed by opponents? Tied with 
Ottawa for a league-high 72 giveaways as of Sunday, Toronto’s 
defensive errors have undermined its strong faceoff numbers. The all-
important goaltending picture, while mostly solid with Jack Campbell, 
went askew when Petr Mrazek was hurt. Unable to produce in-house 
depth, the Leafs keep turning in vain to Michael Hutchinson for a win or 
two to bridge such gaps. 

They’ve tried balancing time off (such as Sunday after flying to Carolina) 
with full practices and game-day optionals. They scheduled Friday’s 
home game an hour earlier to clear U.S. customs with enough sleep to 
be ready for Pittsburgh. Yet they were worse on Saturday and fatigue 
seemed a factor in their first loss to Ottawa after facing Montreal the night 
before. That the road-weary Sharks had plenty in the tank to beat them 
spoke volumes. 

The term “inexcusable” has been tossed around enough by the Leafs the 
past few days that it could become a college drinking game. The chance 
for a reversal won’t get any easier on Monday night against the 
Hurricanes, with Frederik Andersen out to win his fifth in as many starts. 
You know he wants to show his old team he still has it and stick it to his 
detractors watching back in Toronto. 

But less than 5% of a six-month schedule has passed and games this 
week against Chicago and Detroit offer a chance for a market correction. 
Even in the wildest Harold Ballard days, the Leafs didn’t can their coach 
before Halloween, certainly not one so joined at the hip to the GM as 
Keefe is to Dubas. 

While the GM was pilloried again on social media this weekend by fans 
now truly convinced that Brendan Shanahan erred in not keeping Lou 
Lamoriello longer or naming Mark Hunter GM, Dubas is one win from 120 
and passing Lou in Leafs’ regular-season victories. 

Matthews, while yet to score, generated great chances against the 
Rangers in OT and had one that could’ve forced OT against San Jose to 
change this negative narrative. 

But while he finds his game, Dubas and Keefe can thank their lucky stars 
that John Tavares and the second line have shown spark, newcomers 
Ondrej Kase and David Kampf can forecheck and kill penalties and that 
38-year-old Jason Spezza seems to have knocked 20 seasons off of his 
birth certificate. 

Now to get this lengthy list of Leafs’ personnel on the same page. 

MARNER NOT CONCERNED, YET 

If there’s any weight to Mitch Marner being an all-star, he’s taking a 
measured approach to the worst regular season week the Maple Leafs 
have had in a long time. 

“I don’t think we can be concerned, we’re still early in the season,” 
Marner said of Saturday’s 7-1 thrashing by Pittsburgh, on top of losing 5-
3 to San Jose and an overtime defeat to the Rangers. “Obviously it’s not 
what we wanted … but make sure we go over what we did wrong 
(Saturday) — we know there was a lot — make sure we’re covering each 
other. Make sure we’re ready for Carolina (on Monday night) and to 
bounce back.” 

Marner is stuck on one point after six games, even with fellow all-star 
Auston Matthews back the past week. 

“We’re always confident, we’re controlling the puck well, we just have to 
make sure we have guys inside (to convert shots and passes),” Marner 
said. 

“We have to cover each other, forward-wise, when we do get rolling in 
the O-zone.” 

Like the pointless Matthews, Marner is taking solace in at least creating 
Grade ‘A’ chances. 

“For us, it’s just staying patient. It’s not going in,” he explained. “We’ve 
produced good opportunities. We just have to make sure we’re getting 
those second ones. Power-play wise, I have to be around the net a little 
more, be there for those dirty rebounds.” 

To the list of Leafs top 10 goalies in franchise wins — Felix Potvin, Curtis 
Joseph, Mike Palmateer and Ed Belfour — who all went elsewhere, add 
Frederik Andersen. 

The Dane said all the right things leading up to this first meeting with his 
old team, as did the Leafs about seeing him again, but the proud 
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Andersen wants to keep his undefeated run (4-0-0) going against his 
replacement, Jack Campbell. 

The confident Canes know they can put the Leafs behind the eight ball 
with an early goal or two, given how the fragile visitor have started the 
night is this three-game losing streak. But maybe all those years of 
practice time shooting on Andersen, especially his off-season training pal 
Auston Matthews, might come in handy for the cold sticks the Leafs have 
been cursed by of late. 

Three things about the Hurricanes 

1. Coach Rod Brind’Amour is unlikely to mess much with a winning hand. 
Using the same lineup for the fourth straight game, the Canes bested 
Columbus 5-1 on the road Saturday to stay undefeated. 

“I think everyone has bought in to how we want to play, the speed we 
want to play at and the way we’re trying to defend,” said forward Jordan 
Staal. 

2. Until the Leafs get their high-priced power play in gear, best to avoid 
the box themselves. The Canes had three with the man advantage 
versus the Jackets, as many as Toronto has mustered in six matches to 
date. The Leafs did lure assistant Dean Chynoweth away from Carolina 
to run their defence and penalty kill, having done a fine job with the latter. 

3. Carolina needs one more win to match its franchise record for best 
start. The Leafs on the other hand, are off to their worst October launch 
since 2016, though they did make the playoffs. 
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SIMMONS SUNDAY: Maple Leafs pay Marner big bucks, time for him to 
earn them 

 

Steve Simmons 

Publishing date:Oct 24, 2021  

 

Heading into last night’s game, Maple Leafs star Mitch Marner hasn’t 
scored a goal in five games to start the season. 

Mitch Marner is the second highest-paid winger in the National Hockey 
League and with that comes an inherent set of responsibilities. 

He doesn’t have to be the nicest man on earth or the friendliest or even 
the most quotable: None of that really matters big picture. 

What he has to be is productive — that’s why the Leafs paid so much for 
him on the eve of training camp in 2019. More money than Patrick Kane. 
More money than Alex Ovechkin. More money than Nikita Kucherov. 

The talent is unquestionably there. That’s why he was voted first all-star 
team last June. That’s why he’s a candidate for Canada’s Olympic team. 
The Leafs paid for what he had already done in the NHL and for what 
he’s expected to do in the future. 

Heading into Saturday night’s game against what’s left of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Marner had not scored in Toronto’s first five games, all but one 
of them against teams that weren’t in the playoffs last year. More than 
that, though, he had not dazzled the way he can dazzle, danced the way 
he can dance. 

In his previous five seasons, he’s never opened a campaign without 
scoring in the first five games. The season before he signed his giant 
contact, he began with 10 points in the opening five games. 

There is no doubt Marner will recover from his playoff disappearance 
against Montreal and the slow start to this season and find his place. But 
there’s also no doubt that the struggles of the Montreal series have 
lingered with him through this disappointing early season. 

THIS AND THAT 

A former coach on Nick Ritchie: “This kid hurts my heart.” … A scout on 
Ritchie: “No one should be surprised. This is how he plays.” … What the 
Maple Leafs lack through five regular-season games, an identity. Who 
are they? What are they? What are they going to be? … Wasn’t the 
hiring of assistant coach Spencer Carbery supposed to fix their power 
play? Two of their three power-play goals heading into Saturday night 
have been scored by Jason Spezza and Pierre Engvall, two-thirds of 
Toronto’s fourth line … Engvall is bigger and faster than almost everyone 
he plays against: Do you think he knows that? … Zach Hyman has 
displayed his versatility and good fortune in the early season in 
Edmonton. He’s scored three power-play goals for the Oilers, all assisted 
by Connor McDavid, one shorthanded goal, and one even-strength goal 
assisted by McDavid. That’s five goals, which by late Friday night was 
more than Auston Matthews, Marner, William Nylander, and John 
Tavares — The $40 Million Four — have combined to manage. But then 
again, none of them get to play with McDavid, who already has 13 points 
in five games. That’s a very early 213-point pace. Very early … What a 
nice addition 38-year-old Duncan Keith has been to the Oilers defence … 
Young Rasmus Sandin is giving coach Sheldon Keefe every reason to 
move him up in Toronto’s defensive rotation … The Raptors couldn’t 
have played two more different games to start the season. The opener, 
looking completely lost. Game 2, a coming-out party of sorts for the 
endearing energetic rookie Scottie Barnes … Russia will have Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, Igor Shesterkin, and possibly Sergei Bobrovsky in goal for 
the Winter Olympics. The U.S. will have Connor Hellebuyck or John 
Gibson. And if Carey Price is unable to play, Team Canada will likely 
have a shell-shocked Marc-Andre Fleury or Jordan Binnington in net. 
Gulp. 

HEAR AND THERE 

In the middle of the famous Joe Carter at-bat, 28 years ago Saturday, we 
were talking in the press box. Me, then colleague Mike Zeisberger, the 
late Jay Greenberg, the late Joe Falls, pontificating how Carter never got 
a hit when it matters. We were sitting in the football press box down the 
left-field line. In the midst of our discussion, the ball flew past us, over the 
left-field fence, the SkyDome went wild … The difference between Mike 
Sullivan and Jon Cooper: Sullivan won two Stanley Cups in Pittsburgh 
without an Vasilevskiy in goal and without a Victor Hedman on defence. 
Sullivan and Cooper are the two best coaches in hockey today … Not far 
behind: Barry Trotz, Bruce Cassidy, and Joel Quenneville … 

There are 18 Canadians on NBA rosters to start the season and 25 
Canadians currently on NFL rosters and practice squads … What Patrick 
Mahomes could use, along with a defence who can stop somebody, is a 
healthy Laurent Duvernay-Tardif on his offensive line. The injured doctor 
has yet to play a game this season with the Kansas City Chiefs… Yes, 
COVID-19 has changed just about everything, which means there are 
more tickets available for pro sporting events than there’s ever been 
before. Used to be next to impossible to find Leafs tickets: Now, it’s 
where do you want to sit? … It must kill the Miami Dolphins that they 
passed on Justin Herbert and drafted Tua Tagovailoa instead. Herbert 
will be a Hall of Famer one day. Which reminds me of those who passed 
on Mahomes … Every Canadian professional sports team should find a 
way to bring in Mary Nahwegahbow to do the national anthem at least 
once, maybe more. She sings O Canada in one-third English, one-third 
French, and one-third Ojibwe, rather brilliantly. 

SCENE AND HEARD 

Wayne Gretzky is off to a strong start with his panel work on TNT. He 
may not have the TV persona and delivery down pat yet but content-wise 
he is doing more than fine. In discussing the death of former player 
Jimmy Hayes, who was found with cocaine and fentanyl in his system, 
Gretzky said: “This isn’t just a hockey problem. This is a problem in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2021 

 

society…This is bigger than hockey or sports.” More than 10,000 
Canadians have died in the past two years of opioid related overdoses. 
Some of them are your brothers or sisters, your uncles or aunts, your 
kids. Way bigger and sadder than just a hockey problem …  You realize 
how little some Americans know about hockey when Gretzky went on the 
NBA post-game set with Charles Barkley and Shaq O’Neal and neither of 
these world-class athletes knew how to hold a hockey stick and where to 
put their hands … If you switched Charlie Montoyo and Alex Cora at 
manager my belief is the Blue Jays would have been in the playoffs and 
the Red Sox would have been home watching … Cora’s biggest off-
season gaffe: Having too much faith in Chris Sale, who made three post-
season starts and lasted all of nine innings … One pitch changed the 
entire Red Sox series with Houston. A missed call on a third strike. From 
that moment on, the Red Sox were done … Has anyone ever hit a 
quieter three home runs in a playoff game than Chris Taylor did for the 
Dodgers. I can still see and hear Reggie Jackson’s three home runs and 
George Brett’s three post-season homers. Those were lifetime 
memories. In parts of eight big league seasons, though, Taylor has only 
hit 79 homers … Taylor, by the way, is a free agent and might be a 
possible replacement if the Jays can’t retain Marcus Semien, who will be 
heavily pursued in the off-season. 

AND ANOTHER THING 

Tony LaRussa believes managers Dusty Baker, Cito Gaston and Tom 
Kelly, two of whom with two World Series titles, all belong in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Baker has now been to the World Series managing an 
American League team and a National League team … Pau Gasol is on 
the top 75 players of all-time list just announced by the NBA. Not sure 
how. Not on the list: A disbelieving Klay Thompson, a probably hurt Vince 
Carter, his cousin Tracy McGrady and a well-deserving Bob Lanier. I’d 
take all four ahead of Gasol … Happy to see Bob McAdoo recognized, 
though. At the age of 23, McAdoo led the NBA in scoring, averaging 34.5 
points a game with the Buffalo/sometimes Toronto Braves. And there 
was no three-point scoring in those days. He was the first basketball 
player this 17-year-old ever cared about … Don’t know what’s more 
compelling, Succession on Sunday nights or the Rogers Family 
business, Monday to Friday … Sixteen games into his NHL career, the 
now-injured Ottawa rookie Shane Pinto already looks like a keeper. He’s 
the kind of player you build your future around … How long before 
Jeremy Colliton is let go as coach of the Chicago Blackhawks? He’s my 
best bet to be the first coach fired in the NHL this season … What a 
special item — getting former President Barack Obama to pay tribute to 
Michael Wilbon and Tony Kornheiser on the 20th anniversary of Pardon 
the Interruption. It left the always talking Wilbon and Kornheiser 
momentarily speechless on ESPN … This isn’t how it’s supposed to 
work: Toronto FC has the second-highest payroll in MLS and the second-
worst record. The Reds are 18 points behind the Vancouver Whitecaps, 
the lowest spending team in MLS … I don’t understand the obsession 
with shot attempts in hockey. It’s like getting excited over incomplete 
passes in football. We almost accomplished something. To sort of quote 
Gretzky, 100 percent of all shot attempts taken do not score … Another 
beef: Hockey announcers who have to mention every time how many 
shots on goal there were on a power play. A good power play controls 
the play. A bad one scrambles around. The number of shots isn’t always 
relevant. Scoring chances are in this case … Happy birthday to Drake 
(35), Harold Snepsts (67), Jim Peplinski (61), Nick Bosa (24), Rafael 
Devers (25), Al Leiter (56), Chris Colabello (38), Jay Novacek (59), Ron 
Gardenhire (64) Wayne Rooney (36), Jaylen Brown (25), and Justin 
Medlock … And hey, whatever became of Shea Hillenbrand? 

LEAFS WON’T WIN MANY WITH HUTCHINSON IN NET 

It isn’t Michael Hutchinson’s fault that he isn’t good enough to play in the 
NHL. 

He is, as they say, what he is. 

A minor league goaltender of some quality — and there is no crime in 
that. He’s simply not talented enough to be an NHL difference maker. 
And the fact he is put in goal for the Maple Leafs at this stage in time is a 
condemnation of two things: 1) Leaf management’s inability to improve 

the positional depth; 2) Leafs historical unwillingness to draft and develop 
goaltenders. 

Since the Leafs selected James Reimer in the fourth round of the 2006 
NHL draft, some 15 years, they have not had any success in developing 
a netminder. Over that time, they have drafted seven different goalies. All 
those combined have played 38 games for the franchise, 36 of those 
played by the rather ordinary Garret Sparks. 

Of the goaltenders currently employed by the Leafs outside the NHL, not 
one is considered a prospect of significant prominence. Everyone is a 
work in progress. 

They were fortunate really that Jack Campbell went from nobody to 
somebody rather quickly in Toronto, which gave them an option in goal, 
originally intended to back up Frederik Andersen. Now they have veteran 
Petr Mrazek as a second goaltender, which he has been for a lot of his 
career. It’s a decent pairing when both are healthy and performing. 

When one of them is gone and Hutchinson is forced to play, the Leafs 
inability to address this important issue becomes difficult to comprehend. 

ISIAH THOMAS WAS AHEAD OF HIS TIME 

The Raptors talk a lot these days about playing positionless basketball 
like it’s a brand new concept. 

The concept is not new nor, in fact, is the approach of the team. When 
Isiah Thomas drafted Marcus Camby with the second pick in the 1996 
NBA Draft, Thomas envisioned the 6-foot-11 Camby to be the kind of 
player who could serve multiple positions on the same night. 

Thomas talked way back when about taking the regular 1-2-3-4-5 
positions in basketball and making them superfluous because of the 
individual athleticism of the players on the roster. Like most things during 
Thomas’ creative and destructive time with the Raptors, his vision never 
quite materialized. But what you see, looking back, are so many of Isiah’s 
ideas still relevant all these years later. 

Camby didn’t last all that long as a Raptor and in the end neither did 
Thomas, who drafted Damon Stoudamire and Tracy McGrady as well 
during his short time in Canada. 

The current Raptors roster, confusing as it has been without Pascal 
Siakam through two games, one horrible opening night and one 
surprising victory in Boston, has a lot of interchangeable parts — not 
necessarily traditional in the regular approach to playing positions. But in 
fairness, players such as LeBron James and Magic Johnson, could start 
the game as a point guard, move to power forward and then centre, 
without ever really changing positions at all. 

Whether Nick Nurse can find a way to use Siakam, OG Anunoby, Scottie 
Barnes and others similarly, while having them play quality defence, is 
the upcoming test for this season. The concept Isiah Thomas talked 
about 25 years ago is still worth exploring today. 
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Bruins hold off Sharks in Sunday matinee at TD Garden 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated October 24, 2021, 7:35 p.m. 

 

Faced with a surprising Sharks team that was coming off a three-game 
Canadian road trip, the Bruins established their dominance early. 

Good thing. 
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Building a three-goal lead after two periods almost wasn’t enough to let 
the Bruins leave TD Garden with a win. Boston slipped out the back door 
with a 4-3 decision, after allowing two goals in the latter stages of the 
third. 

“I wouldn’t say they unraveled,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said of his 
team. “I think we gave up nothing. Two deflections happened to find their 
way in. I didn’t mind the way we played. Could have extended the lead. It 
was 4-1. Power play was good. No odd-man rushes. 

“It wasn’t, to me, a barrage or anything like that. Those are things that 
happen. No way you’re losing games if that’s the best they’ve got in the 
third period.” 

For most of the afternoon, the Bruins (3-1-0) were one, two, three steps 
ahead of the Sharks. San Jose was playing its fourth game in six days. 
Boston was in predator mode. Two strikes in the opening 3:18 made it 
seem like a cruise-control game. Brad Marchand, Derek Forbort, and 
David Pastrnak made it 3-0 in the first 16:12. 

But the previously unbeaten Sharks (4-1-0) made the Bruins sweat, 
tipping two shots past netminder Linus Ullmark in a span of 2:07 in the 
third. 

The weary Western travelers seemingly had little left by the end, putting 
14 pucks on Ullmark in the last two periods (shots in total: 34-26, 
Boston). In the third, San Jose failed to record a shot until the 12:50 
mark. The Bruins nearly made it 5-1 when Pastrnak’s follow-up try was 
blocked by forward Logan Couture, who saved his netminder’s bacon in 
the crease. 

But San Jose’s Tomas Hertl made it 4-2 with 6:41 to go, slipping into a 
soft area in the left circle and tipping a Marc-Edouard Vlasic point drive. 
With 4:52 left, Timo Meier’s bat-down of a puck sneaked between 
Ullmark’s pads, and held up after a review for a high stick. 

“I don’t know you can fault the goalie for those,” said Cassidy, calling 
Ullmark’s first goal against, off a sharp-angle Jasper Weatherby shot, a 
“weak goal.” Cassidy, who has not named his rotation for the 
Wednesday-Thursday back-to-back in Florida and Carolina, felt Ullmark 
was otherwise strong. 

Just 28 seconds into the afternoon, Marchand snapped home a one-
touch, behind-the-net feed from Patrice Bergeron, completing a triangle 
play that went from Pastrnak (left corner) to Bergeron (right) below the 
goal line, to Marchand in the slot. Before he shot, Marchand was a stick’s 
length away from four Sharks, but he had time to fire over Adin Hill’s 
glove. 

Hill, the former Coyotes netminder who signed with San Jose last 
summer, was soon headed to the showers. He stopped 10 of 14 shots, 
letting Forbort’s long-range, short-side wrister sneak past his blocker at 
3:18, and flailing at Pastrnak’s knee-down, power-play one-timer at 16:12 
of the first. Few keepers in the game could stop that BB, which arrived 
after Bergeron (two assists) pounced on a failed clear, faked a one-timer 
of his own, and smoothly dished to Pastrnak for the hammer. 

Ullmark, under heavy duress Friday night in Buffalo, made a quiet 16 
saves through two periods. He faced two pucks in the first 10 minutes 
(Boston, 8-2, in shots). The best San Jose chance that stretch came on a 
mid-period power play, when undrafted rookie Alexander Barabanov had 
an open net from below the right circle. On the far side of the play, 
Weatherby raised both arms as Barabanov shot, but his bid struck the 
outside of the net. 

The Sharks pulled even in shots, at 11-11, Weatherby found room 
between Ullmark and his short-side post at 16:44 of the first. The visitors 
had life, scoring 32 seconds after Pastrnak’s tally, but the Bruins kept 
pouring it on. They were first to nearly every loose puck, and much 
craftier with it. 

Jake DeBrusk, who scored twice in his first 18 games of last season’s 
five-goal slog, registered his second of this year at 5:41 of the second. 
Another confident finish for No. 74, who entered the zone on a sweet 

bank pass from call-up Oskar Steen and smoothly fired a laser over Hill’s 
glove. 

“He seems to have that extra step in his game this year,” Marchand said 
of DeBrusk. “He’s such a dangerous player when he’s moving his feet 
and attacking the way he is, getting in on forechecks and turning pucks 
over. Need that to continue.” 

DeBrusk’s goal had Shark coach Bob Boughner calling for James 
Reimer, best remembered here for his playoff tribulations with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. The backup was a perfect 20 of 20 in 32:42 of 
relief. 

Like that Game 7 in 2013, against Reimer and the Maple Leafs, this was 
a 4-1 game. Though the Sharks nearly pulled off the comeback, 
Marchand may have viewed it as a necessary step in a new season. 

“That’s what we get a rush out of is the intensity, hearing the crowd all 
fired up, the seriousness of each situation and each play,” he said. “It’s a 
lot of fun to play under pressure. Those games are more fun to be part of 
than a blowout game.” 

Marchand wasn’t excusing the finish, though. His standard is too high to 
let that slip. 

“I actually don’t think I’ve played my best hockey, regardless of the 
points,” said Marchand, who has four goals and 7 points in four games. “I 
think I can be better … I’m not quite happy with how things have been.” 

Winning record aside, his teammates might say the same. 
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Banged-up Bruins bring Jack Studnicka back from Providence 

 

If the version of Derek Forbort that suited up Sunday keeps showing up 
all year, the Bruins will have a bargain on their hands. 

The defensive-minded ex-Winnipeg Jet, who signed here for three years 
and $3 million last summer, was as stout defensively as advertised in 
Sunday’s 4-3 win over the Sharks. He also recorded his first points as a 
Bruin (1-1—2). After his best game as a Bruin, he was named third star. 

“He’s a good guy to clear the front of the net. I thought he managed the 
puck well,” said coach Bruce Cassidy, who used the 6-foot-4-inch, 219-
pound defender for a game-high 2:43 on the penalty kill, and paired him 
with Charlie McAvoy with the Bruins nursing a one-goal lead in a frenzied 
final few minutes of 5-on-6 action. That, Forbort said, is his “favorite time 
playing hockey.” 

“He’s been great from the first day he’s been here,” Brad Marchand said. 
“In the room, off the ice, he gets along with everybody really well. He’s a 
great guy. On the ice, he’s one of those guys you hate to play against … 
he thrives in those [one-goal] situations.” 

Like all defensemen, Forbort is growing accustomed to the new 
crackdown on cross-checking. He got away with a couple near the 
game’s end. Referees will help, he said, by reminding would-be offenders 
before blowing their whistles, and Cassidy offers regular feedback. 

“I think we’ve done a pretty good job of not doing it like we used to,” he 
said. “It was kind of prison rules before.” 

In his favorite time of the game, referees might look the other way. 

“Goalie pulled,” Forbort said, “that rule’s out the window. Hopefully.” 
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The Bruins will be without Nick Foligno for their two-game trip to Florida 
(Wednesday) and Carolina (Thursday). The veteran forward, who has 
been skating the No. 3 right wing, was placed on injured reserve with an 
upper-body injury before Sunday’s matinee. 

Speaking before puck drop, Cassidy said he didn’t know how long 
Foligno would be sidelined. 

Jack Studnicka made his season debut on the fourth line, centering Trent 
Frederic and Karson Kuhlman. The other call-up, with Craig Smith 
(undisclosed) also out of the lineup, was Oskar Steen. 

Smith’s nagging ailment, Cassidy said, “didn’t respond as well as we’d 
hoped” to yesterday’s treatment in Brighton. 

Steen, who went scoreless (0-0—0) in three games last season with 
Boston, put up a goal and an assist in three games in Providence. The 
stocky (5-9, 187 pounds) Swede started on the third line, with Jake 
DeBrusk and center Erik Haula, and is trying to add some attacking 
game to his edgy presence. 

“Last year he brought some energy,” Cassidy said. “When he played up 
in [the rookie tournament in] Buffalo, he was trying to finish checks. He’s 
irritating.” 

Cassidy thought Steen, like many young players, deferred to his veteran 
linemates during preseason games. 

“He was thinking ‘pass’ a lot,” he said, “when he’s got a good release, he 
really does. I think he could give NHL goaltenders trouble when he gets 
his shot off. He’s got to have that thought process.” 

News and notes 

The Bruins opened with Tomas Nosek, who signed here as the No. 4 
center, centering the No. 2 line with left wing Taylor Hall and right wing-
slash-center Charlie Coyle … Hit-first left wing Anton Blidh (upper body), 
who according to Cassidy has a similar, albeit undisclosed, injury to 
Foligno, will not travel to Florida … Defenseman John Moore, who 
previously cleared waivers, was returned to Providence. Moore, with 538 
games on his NHL resume, has suited up for 30 contests in the last three 
seasons, and just six in the last two. “Johnny played well the other night 
[in Buffalo],” Cassidy said. “He needs to play hockey. Obviously he’d 
prefer it’s here.” … Cassidy said the demoted Chris Wagner (1-0—1 in 
three games with the P-Bruins) was riding with Studnicka and Jakub 
Lauko down there, and seeing power-play time … Hall, playing in his 
684th career game, arrived at work 1 point shy of 600 … Marchand came 
in two assists shy of 400 … Netminder Linus Ullmark, who came out of 
his Buffalo start with a .972 save percentage, opened the day atop the 
NHL leaderboard for that category. It is, of course, early. 
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Banged-up Bruins bring Jack Studnicka back from Providence 

 

He could play center or he could play wing, but this we know: With a few 
Bruins forwards banged up, Jack Studnicka is headed back to Boston. 

The 22-year-old prospect, one of the last cuts from training camp, will join 
the team for Sunday’s matinee (1 o’clock) against the Sharks, coach 
Bruce Cassidy said, because third-line right wing Nick Foligno and fourth-
line left wing Anton Blidh are out, and second-line right wing Craig Smith 
is questionable. 

The Bruins were expected to finalize the transaction after Saturday’s 5 
p.m. close of business, to keep Studnicka from counting against their 
daily salary-cap charge. 

Against the Sharks, Studnicka could start off centering Trent Frederic 
and Karson Kuhlman on the No. 4 line. He could play in Foligno’s spot on 
the No. 3 line, to the right of Erik Haula and Jake DeBrusk. He could 
even jump from Providence to the No. 2 line, as the center or right wing 
with Charlie Coyle and Taylor Hall. The job description will be the same. 

“He needs to play good, two-way hockey no matter what,” Cassidy said 
after Saturday’s optional skate in Brighton. “We’re not going to ask him to 
be a physical presence. Be hard on pucks, play a 200-foot game, add a 
little tenacity to our lineup in terms of puck pursuit, second effort. He was 
good at that [in the preseason].” 

Studnicka’s simplification of his game, consistent effort, and physical 
transformation helped him stick around in camp. He is likely to consider 
this his chance to stick in the show. 

“We’d like him to never go back,” Cassidy said. “It’s a good problem for 
us.” 

Cassidy said Foligno was due to have an MRI on his undisclosed upper-
body ailment. The 33-year-old was hampered last spring by what he has 
termed a “debilitating” back injury, which caused him to miss three of 
Toronto’s seven playoff games. The former Columbus captain signed 
with the Bruins for two years and $7.6 million in July. 

Smith, Cassidy said, is “dealing with a bit of a nagging injury that we’re 
trying to work through.” He did not skate Saturday. 

Smith, who took Thursday off for maintenance, skated 11:06 in Friday 
night’s 4-1 win over the Sabres in Buffalo, Cassidy moving him to the 
third line and shuffling fourth-line center Tomas Nosek to the No. 2 right 
wing spot. During Smith’s 10:46 of ice time during five on five, per 
Natural Stat Trick, shot attempts were 27-2, Sabres. 

Cassidy wants to keep Hall and Coyle together, to “give them a fair 
chance” to build chemistry. Nosek, billed as a player who could move up 
the lineup if need be — Vegas coach Peter DeBoer noted to Cassidy in 
an offseason chat that he had success with Nosek as his third-line center 
— complemented the Hall-Coyle combo well. He drove to the net and 
scored his first goal of the season by keeping his blade on the ice. 

After Foligno sustained his upper-body injury late in the second period 
against the Flyers on Wednesday, Cassidy told Nosek, a left shot, that he 
was needed to play the right side. 

The following morning, when Cassidy stepped onto the practice ice in 
Buffalo, Nosek was “taking pucks on his off side,” Cassidy said. “He’s just 
a good pro. It’s not, ‘Well, I’m more comfortable here,’ it’s, ‘That’s what 
the team needs.’ It’s nice to have guys like that.” 

“I’ve liked Nosek’s game, his ability to make plays in tight areas,” Cassidy 
said, praising him as a straight-line, responsible player. “He’s grasped 
pretty well what we’re trying to do, with the [defensive] layers. He can 
move around … He’s playing for a coach who will move people around 
and try to look at things.” 

Nosek, 29, had a career-best 8-10—18 line in 38 games last season, his 
fourth with the Golden Knights. He signed a two-year, $3.5 million deal to 
come to Boston and play fourth-line center … unless needed elsewhere. 

“Grateful for the opportunity to play on a better line with those guys,” he 
said. “I’m grateful for every chance to get more ice time. It leaves you 
with more confidence.”… 

Goaltender Linus Ullmark, coming off a 35-save effort in his old Buffalo 
stomping grounds, will get the start against San Jose. 

“He definitely earned it,” Cassidy said. “He was excellent [Friday] night … 
We knew there would be some level of parity, so to speak, until they got 
going.” 

Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman will split the back-to-back later this 
coming week. Cassidy didn’t say who would work Wednesday in Florida 
or Thursday in Carolina. That will give each netminder three starts. 
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Derek Forbort shines in Bruins’ 4-3 win 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: October 24, 2021 at 5:57 p.m. | UPDATED: October 24, 
2021 at 6:59 p.m. 

 

Derek Forbort was not the sexiest offseason pick-up in the Bruins’ 
summer spending spree. Such is the fate for stay-at-home defensemen. 

But when the B’s somehow found themselves in a one-goal game with 
the San Jose Sharks late in the third period at TD Garden on Sunday — 
a contest they never seemed to be in danger of losing until then — we 
saw a little bit of why B’s management inked him to a three-year deal. 
After a pair of deflection goals by the Sharks in 49 seconds made it a 4-3 
game with 5:41 to go, the Bruins founds themselves in survival mode and 
Forbort stepped to the forefront. He’d already scored his first goal as a 
Bruin — a long-range gift that eluded starting goalie Adin Hill — and 
added an assist, but this was one of those situations for which he was 
hired. 

Forbort, who has had some ups and downs in the first three games of the 
season, played 2:12 of the final three minutes and was a big part of 
making sure one more goal did not get past Linus Ullmark as the B’s 
have their first win streak (a modest two-gamer) of the season. 

“He’s going to have to play in those situations. He’s a good guy to clear 
the front of the net. I thought he managed the puck well. It went up to the 
forwards and they could have done a better job of giving us a little more 
breathing room, to be perfectly honest with you,” said coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “We did a couple of head-scratchers, that we’d normally put 
away. Made it interesting with their goalie out. But he had a good game 
tonight. He obviously moved the puck a little cleaner and got rewarded 
for hitting the net. But, yes, that’s where he needs to be good for us.” 

Along with the goal and an assist, Forbort recorded three blocks in 20:31 
of ice time. The points were nice, but the successful close-out is what 
gets Forbort juiced. 

“I love it,” said Forbort. “Being out there with a one-goal lead, the goalie 
pulled, that’s kind of my favorite time to play hockey.” 

Forbort has quickly gained the respect of his new teammates. 

“He’s been great from the first day he’s been here, in the room, off the 
ice, he gets along with everybody really well. He’s a great guy,” said Brad 
Marchand. “And then his game on the ice, he’s one of those guys that 
you hate to play against, really solid defensively. He makes really good 
plays out of the D-zone. And he goes top cheese, too. Happy to have him 
here.” 

A few more observations from the the B’s 4-3 victory: 

• For the second straight game, the B’s first line staked them to an early 
lead. This time, it came on a blitzkrieg of a first shift, with David Pastrnak 
dishing to Patrice Bergeron behind the net before the captain fed 
Marchand in the slot for the goal just 28 seconds into the game. Pastrnak 
also added a one-timer power-play goal off a Bergeron feed. 

But the group also left a couple of potential goals on the vine in the third 
period that would have made life a little easier. Set up all alone in front, 
Pastrnak rang the crossbar behind James Reimer, who replaced the 
ineffective Hill in the second, and Marchand fanned on a drag move at 
the top of the crease. 

Though Marchand has 4-3-7 totals through four games, he’s not yet 
pleased with his game. 

“I just think that sometimes things go your way and you get bounces at 
the right time. Actually, I don’t think I’ve played my best hockey,” said 
Marchand. “Regardless of the points, I think I could be better. I could 
manage pucks better and I’ve felt tired a few games. I still think I can be 
better than what I’ve been. Points, it’s part of it, obviously, but I want to 
be happy with where I’m playing and how I’m playing, and I’m not quite 
happy enough yet with how things have been.” 

• Ullmark picked up his second win in as many starts. He had little 
chance on either of the two third period tipped goals, but he allowed a 
bad short-side goal in the first period shortly after the B’s had gone up 3-
0. It kept the Sharks in the game. But Ullmark made 23 saves in all for 
the win. 

“The two deflections, I don’t know that you can fault the goalie on those. 
Obviously, it’s a weak goal, their first one. Short-side, you want that one,” 
said Cassidy. “He made some good saves on the power play, and our 
power play when we broke down, he stops a breakaway. Not a very busy 
night for him and that’s what he’ll have to get used to with our team at 
times. When we’re good defensively, we can do that to stay in the game.” 

• With Nick Foligno (upper body, IR), Anton Blidh (upper body) and Craig 
Smith (a presumed lower body injury) all unavailable, the B’s had to 
make some roster moves. They sent John Moore, who cleared waivers at 
the start of the season, to Providence and called up Jack Studnicka and 
Oskar Steen. 

Steen picked up his first NHL point when his deflected pass set up Jake 
DeBrusk for a left wing snipe that chased Hill. Steen, who played with 
DeBrusk and Erik Haula on the third line, later turned down a good 
shooting opportunity, but played reasonably well. 

“The puck was following him tonight. He’s got to learn to shoot the puck. 
… He was deferring. Young guys, at some point, they have to attack the 
net and be selfish when the pucks on their stick. He’ll have to go through 
that,” said Cassidy. “But he worked hard and he was in good spots.” 

Studnicka was on the ice for one goal against but had an otherwise 
uneventful day centering a fourth line with wings Trent Frederic and 
Karson Kuhlman. In 11:10 of ice time, he had one shot on goal. 

 

Boston Herald LOADED: 10.25.2021 

1223911 Boston Bruins 

 

Talking Points: Perfection Line Shines, Bruins Hold Off Sharks 4-3 

 

Published 13 hours ago on October 24, 2021 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

BOSTON — The Boston Bruins had a strong start but had to stave off a 
late rally from the San Jose Sharks for a 4-3 win at TD Garden Sunday. 

Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak, and Derek Forbort each had a goal and 
an assist; Patrice Bergeron had two assists and Jake DeBrusk continued 
his bounce-back tour with his second goal of the season. Jasper 
Weatherby, Tomas Hertl, and Timo Meir lit the lamp for the Sharks. 

Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark stopped 23 of 26 shots to improve to 
2-0-0. For the Sharks, Aidin Hill was relieved after allowing four goals on 
14 shots and James Reimer stopped all 20 shots he faced. 

Here are your BHN Talking Points: 
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GOLD STAR: The Perfection Line – In what can sometimes be a matinee 
trap for the Boston Bruins over the years, ‘The Perfection Line’ made 
sure the Bruins weren’t about to have their usual day game thud. 
Marchand continued his torrid start to the season as he lit the lamp just 
28 ticks into regulation. Bergeron grabbed the primary assist and 
Pastrnak snagged the secondary. Just 2:50 later, Marchand factored into 
the scoring again as he set up Boston Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort 
for his first goal with the Bruins. Fellow rearguard Connor Clifton had the 
other helper. Pastrnak then got his second goal of the season with a 
powerplay tally at 16:12 of the opening frame for a 3-0 Bruins lead. 
Despite the Sharks scoring a powerplay goal 32 seconds later, the best 
line in the NHL had once again set the tone. 

BLACK EYE: The Third Period – While the Bruins didn’t suffer their usual 
slow start, either they got caught up watching Patriots highlights on the 
bench or they got a bit cocky because the last ten minutes of regulation 
were hairy! With the Bruins seemingly in cruise control just over halfway 
through the third period, the Sharks finally came to life. They got two tip-
in goals from Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier in a span of 1:49, and 
suddenly the Bruins were clinging to a one-goal lead with 4:52 left. They 
thankfully held the fort down but if they had capitalized on some scoring 
chances earlier in the period, they wouldn’t have been in that situation. 

TURNING POINT: The First Period – With the Sharks finding their way 
late, the strong start turned out to be huge. If the Bruins had come out flat 
like they usually do in day games, we could be analyzing their second 
loss of the season but instead, we’re dissecting how they won and 
improved their record to 3-1-0 on the season. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Derek Forbort – In his fourth regular season 
game with the Bruins, Forbort, known for his defensive game, scored a 
goal and assisted on DeBrusk’s second period goal. Playing on the third 
pairing with Connor Clifton, Forbort showed that he has some offensive 
flair and can make a successful pinch to create offense. Forbort also 
played a pivotal role in holding off the Sharks late rally with two blocked 
shots in the third period. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 30 – Number of times Bergeron, Marchand and, 
Pastrnak have all had 2+ points in the same regular-season game (tied 
for the most among current teammates). *Per NHL PR 

QUOTE TO NOTE:  

“I just think that sometimes things go your way. You get bounces at the 
right time. I actually don’t think I’ve played my best hockey. Regardless of 
the points, I think I can be better and manage pucks better, felt tired a 
few games. I still think I can be better than what I’ve been…points are 
part of it obviously. I want to be happy with where I’m playing and how 
I’m playing and I’m not quite happy enough yet with how things have 
been.” – Brad Marchand when asked about his start to the season. 
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What I believe and what I know about the Bruins after four games 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Oct 24, 2021  

  

The Bruins are 3-1-0 after four games. Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman have each made two starts. Their No. 1 line is humming along 
as usual.  

They have been good in all areas. Certainly better than Tampa Bay, 
Toronto and Montreal, three of their expected division rivals. 

So let’s get to some facts. 

What I believe: Brad Marchand is the best all-around left winger in the 
business. You could argue that Alex Ovechkin and Artemi Panarin are 
more dangerous offensive weapons. Gabriel Landeskog and Chris 
Kreider may be harder to play against because of their punishing power 
games. 

But you will not find a better left winger than Marchand for every 
situation: five-on-five, power play, penalty kill, last-minute endgame. In 
the Bruins’ 4-3 win over San Jose on Sunday, Marchand was in the thick 
of the action as usual.  

In the opening minute, Marchand found a soft spot in the Sharks’ 
defense. Patrice Bergeron knew it. The center slipped Marchand the 
puck, and the left winger responded with the opening goal. 

Later in the first, Marchand stretched out San Jose’s defense by being 
the high forward. Coach Bruce Cassidy has been stressing this point all 
year. By being positioned high in the offensive zone, the third forward 
can relieve net-front congestion and allow his teammates to slip shots 
through. 

That is exactly what happened. Marchand found Derek Forbort at the left 
point. The defenseman’s long-distance shot found a hole through Adin 
Hill, giving the Bruins a 2-0 lead. 

In the final minute, with relief goalie James Reimer pulled and the Sharks 
within one, Cassidy rolled out Marchand with Bergeron and Tomas 
Nosek. Marchand made a strong play on the left-side boards on Logan 
Couture to get the puck out of the defensive zone. 

Marchand finished his day with one goal, one assist and 19:04 of ice 
time. He leads the team with seven points (four goals, three assists). 

What I know: Marchand is not satisfied with his play. There is room to 
improve. That is scary. Marchand, Bergeron and David Pastrnak look like 
they’re three steps ahead of the opposition. 

“I don’t think I’ve played my best hockey,” said Marchand. “Regardless of 
the points, I think I can be better and manage pucks better. I’ve felt tired 
in a few games. I still think I can be better than what I’ve been. Points is 
part of it. I want to be happy with where I’m playing and how I’m playing. 
I’m not quite happy enough yet with how things have been.” 

What I believe: Charlie McAvoy has taken another step in his offensive 
game. Defense will be at the heart of McAvoy’s presence. He enjoys 
being on the ice for defensive stops, like he was in the final minute of 
Sunday’s win. McAvoy is a handful because of his strength, speed, agility 
and fearlessness. 

But he is developing more offensive presence to complement his D-zone 
heavy lifting. McAvoy, especially when paired with Matt Grzelcyk, is 
pushing the pace harder than he has in previous years. His puck-
handling confidence is high. He is transporting pucks and getting them 
onto the first-liners’ sticks. On the power play, McAvoy is wheeling and 
dealing as rapidly and efficiently as the four forwards.  

McAvoy only has two points so far. More are coming. 

What I know: Opponents know how good McAvoy is becoming on 
offense. Buffalo coach Don Granato, who had McAvoy at the National 
Team Development Program, is not surprised at his ex-player’s 
progression. 

“Everything you see out there, I saw from Day 1 with him. It was 
amazing,” Granato said. “Amazing potential at that time, which was 
exciting. Having the opportunity to work with him at a young age, 
knowing and seeing the potential in him, was a blast for me as a coach. 
Had him for two years. It was two great years.” 

What I believe: Trent Frederic has found his game. The No. 4 left winger 
did not have a good camp. He was behind the play. His legs were not 
active. He was slow to make plays with the puck. 
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All of that was concerning. The Bruins expected Frederic to continue his 
progression this year after a good rookie season. 

Camp seems like a long time ago now. He’s been more of a straight-line, 
meat-and-potatoes player in four regular-season games. Frederic got his 
gloves off for the first time this season on Sunday when he threw down 
with Jacob Middleton. The fight happened because Frederic went to the 
net. 

What I know: Cassidy concurs. 

“His game is much better than it was in the preseason,” the coach said. 
“I’m OK with where he is. Just keep building on that. A little more pace to 
his game. Buffalo the other night, I know it’s late, but he chips one behind 
(Rasmus) Dahlin, and now he’s got a two-on-one. He didn’t execute with, 
I think it was Pasta, on his right wing. But those are the types of plays he 
has to make to get his engine going.” 

What I believe: Nosek has promptly worked himself into Cassidy’s 
corner. There are always depth players that work their way into bigger 
roles because of their attention to detail.  

Joakim Nordstrom was like that in 2018-19. Sean Kuraly took shifts 
higher in the lineup when needed in 2019-20. It didn’t take long for Curtis 
Lazar to become a regular in the rotation last year after arriving from 
Buffalo. 

Nosek fits that category now. He played left wing for parts of four 
seasons with Vegas. But Cassidy put him at center from the beginning. 
He was on the fourth line for Games 1 and 2. By Game 3 against Buffalo, 
Nosek had earned David Krejci’s old spot as the No. 2 center. By shifting 
Nosek up, Cassidy moved Charlie Coyle to right wing, flanking Taylor 
Hall on the left side. 

Nosek is not a permanent second-line solution. But his hockey sense, 
size and willingness to drive the net are making him a Cassidy favorite. 

What I know: Nosek is averaging 14:12 of ice time per game. It’s up from 
the 13:00 he averaged per appearance last year. Nosek is logging 2:13 
of shorthanded ice time per game, third-most among team forwards after 
Bergeron and Marchand. 

“In talking to some people who have coached him, he’s had the ability to 
move up and play with good players up in the lineup,” said Cassidy. “We 
want to keep Hall and Coyle to try and develop some chemistry there. 
There’s something we feel we can try to work with and give them a fair 
chance. Just pushing (Coyle) to the wing still keeps them together. It 
gives them a guy in the middle and frees up Charlie. Less responsibility 
defensively. I think Nosek will do that no matter who he plays with. That’s 
part of his DNA, part of how he’s a good player in this league and needs 
to play to stay in this league — to be that guy.” 

Against San Jose, Nosek was on with Bergeron and Marchand for six-on-
five play. He is a left shot who can take faceoffs if needed in the 
endgame. It’s clear he has quickly gained Cassidy’s trust. 

What I believe: For now, the Erik Haula and Jake DeBrusk combination is 
a mixed bag. They were one and done against Buffalo with minimal 
possession. They were chasing the Sabres for most of the game. 

They were far crisper against the Sharks. DeBrusk nearly set up Haula in 
front with a no-look dish. With call-up Oskar Steen riding shotgun in place 
of Craig Smith (day to day), DeBrusk whistled a puck over Hill’s glove. 

What I know: Haula and DeBrusk have to be hard on the puck and 
careful with it to be consistent three-zone players. 

“A little more O-zone puck possession,” Cassidy said. “The other night, 
soon as they got possession, they tried to force it into the slot too soon. 
They were hanging on to it a little better today. As a result, getting closer 
to the net with plays. A little more stress on the other team, as opposed 
to when you’re not in the O-zone, you’re spending the whole night in your 
D-zone. Which is, a) tiring. And, b) frustrating if you want to get going the 
other way.” 

What I believe: John Moore might be in Providence for a little while. 
Moore played well in his season debut against Buffalo after being a 
healthy scratch for the first three games.  

But the Bruins assigned Moore for two reasons. First, they needed to 
save cap space. Nick Foligno, out the last two games because of an 
upper-body injury, is on injured reserve. He is unlikely to be available for 
the upcoming two-game road trip. Anton Blidh (upper body) is also not 
expected to play against Florida or Carolina. The Bruins had to recall 
Steen and Jack Studnicka on Sunday. 

Second, Moore needs action. He has missed most of the last two 
seasons because of injury. 

What I know: As long as Cassidy is satisfied with his blue line, Moore will 
play in Providence. 

“He needs to play hockey,” Cassidy said. “Obviously he’d prefer it’s here. 
That was our intention. Even though we waived him, he’d stay here for a 
bit and see how it played out. He did get in. But he needs to play no 
matter what. I think it will benefit him. He just hasn’t played a lot in the 
last year.” 
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Chicago Blackhawks remain winless, see sellout streak end 

 

Phil Thompson 

4-5 minutes 10/24/2021 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks saw one hallowed streak come to a halt while 
laying claim to one of the worst streaks in NHL history. 

The Hawks smashed the 2000-01 Washington Capitals’ record of 350 
minutes, 25 seconds without holding a lead to start a season. After the 
Hawks’ 6-3 loss to the Detroit Red Wings on Sunday night at the United 
Center, the new record stands at 360:57. 

It was the Hawks’ sixth straight loss to open the season as they tumbled 
to 0-5-1 for a league-worst .083 points percentage. 

If it’s any consolation, at least fewer fans were at the United Center to 
witness it. With 19,042 in attendance, the Hawks saw their capacity-
crowd streak end at 535 games. 

CEO Danny Wirtz issued this statement during the game: “We thank our 
fans for bringing the energy each and every game night — and in this 
moment, it’s hard to be anything but grateful to them for showing up in 
full force for more than 530 games in a row. We’re actively building 
toward more competitive play on the ice as well as an experience that 
invites fans back following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“But it’s also important to note that we’ve set a number of goals to 
welcome new and more diverse audiences into Blackhawks hockey 
moving forward, and greater accessibility to tickets is a big part of that. 
This is a great opportunity to reassure fans both new and old that there is 
absolutely a seat here for them.” 

It’s hard to imagine a more nightmarish scenario for Hawks fans: the 
most goals allowed all season (six) to their most hated rival (the Red 
Wings) on their home ice, which saw its sellout streak end. 

Meanwhile, the hot seat has become a scorcher for coach Jeremy 
Colliton, whose defense fell into shambles in front of goalie Marc-André 
Fleury, who has seen better days. 
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Asked if he believes the organization still has faith in him, Colliton said, 
“Of course.” 

“There’s no secrets for how we have to play,” he said. “We know what we 
have to do. It’s up to me to find a way to get that to translate.” 

Captain Jonathan Toews said “100%” the team still believes in itself. 

“I mean, it’s a horrible feeling,” he said. “I don’t think there are many guys 
who have been through anything like this before, especially to start a 
season. But when things have gone well for us, at least we’re playing the 
right way and doing the things we’re supposed to be doing. We haven’t 
found a way to generate any offense and get on the scoresheet. 

“When things go bad for us, it just seems to kind of snowball. We only 
have ourselves to blame for that.” 

Red Wings winger Lucas Raymond had a hat trick and added an assist. 
The visitors pounded Fleury with four goals in the second period, 
capitalizing on their 19-6 advantage in shots on goal during the period. 

The Hawks played without Patrick Kane, one of five Hawks players who 
have entered the COVID-19 protocol since Saturday. Ryan Carpenter 
and Erik Gustafsson returned in time for Sunday’s game, but Riley 
Stillman and Jujhar Khaira went on the list. 

“Patty’s a great player, no question,” Colliton said. “I don’t want to 
discount the hole he leaves, but ultimately that’s not why we lost.” 

The Hawks kept up their appalling penchant for letting opponents score 
quickly. Tyler Bertuzzi picked off Calvin de Haan’s board pass in the 
defensive zone and centered it to a streaking Raymond, who swept it 
past Fleury for a 1-0 lead 5:41 into the game. 

Tyler Johnson answered about 7 minutes later in the first. 

Dominik Kubalík added a power-play goal in the second, and Henrik 
Borgström scored his first goal in the third. 

With 9 minutes left, Toews appeared to have finally scored his first goal 
of the season, but the Red Wings challenged based on goalie 
interference and the goal was overturned. 
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Chicago Blackhawks add 2 players and a coach to the COVID-19 
protocol — and Patrick Kane remains unavailable for tonight’s game: 
‘We’re the team that’s dealing with it right now’ 

 

Phil Thompson 

4-5 minutes 10/24/2021 

 

Ryan Carpenter and Erik Gustafsson returned to Chicago Blackhawks 
activities from the league’s COVID-19 protocol Sunday, but one very 
noticeable absence remained. 

Patrick Kane, who entered the protocol Saturday, wasn’t listed on the 
pregame roster report for the Hawks’ game against the Detroit Red 
Wings on Sunday night at the United Center. 

Forward Jujhar Khaira, defenseman Riley Stillman and assistant coach 
Marc Crawford were added to the protocol shortly before the game. 
Defenseman Ian Mitchell was recalled from the Rockford IceHogs. 

“With all these COVID guys, it’s so much going on, we’re just going to 
take it one day at a time,” coach Jeremy Colliton said Sunday morning. 

The Hawks are trying to avoid extending their winless streak to six 
games to start the season, and it will be much more difficult without their 
points leader from last season available. 

“It’s a big loss, you know?” Dominik Kubalík said of Kane after the 
morning skate. “He’s a huge part of our team, huge part of the power 
play. But we have to stick together. We have a lot of good guys who can 
produce too.” 

Defenseman Connor Murphy agreed. 

Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane waves to the crowd after being 
awarded a Silver Stick before a game against the Canucks at the United 
Center on Oct. 21, 2021. 

“He creates so much offensively,” Murphy said. “But we know we have a 
lot of players, lot of depth. We’re confident in our team we have tonight.” 

The Hawks have had these players and staff in the protocol: 

Khaira, Stillman and Crawford (added Sunday evening). 

Kane, Carpenter and Gustafsson (added Saturday, with Carpenter and 
Gustafsson removed Sunday). 

Assistant coach Tomas Mitell (added Thursday). 

Goalie Kevin Lankinen (added Sept. 24, removed Sept. 27). 

The Hawks announced at the outset of training camp that the team — 
including players, coaches and staff — is 100% vaccinated. 

Kubalík said the players are doing their best to follow league protocols: 
“Just try to be smart, wearing masks, don’t go anywhere if we don’t have 
to.” 

Murphy added: “It’s on your mind knowing it’s always a possibility. Even 
vaccinated, there’s still a chance to get COVID. It’s unfortunate, but we 
trust there’s great protocols put in place and our trainers control what 
they can and make sure proper precautions are taken. 

“When you trust that, it doesn’t linger in your mind too much because you 
know how you can only control how you’re performing. ... Unfortunate 
(that it) still happens, that guys can still contract it and get sick. We just 
hope everyone is well with it, can heal quickly and get back.” 

This season, fully vaccinated players have looser restrictions than last 
season, such as being able to go out to eat together. They still have 
requirements such as wearing masks, reporting close contact with 
COVID-19 risks and performing daily symptom checks. 

“It’s better (this year), we’re just in a situation where a bunch of stuff is 
happening at once,” Colliton said. “We’re the team that’s dealing with it 
right now, not to say another team won’t have to deal with it later on.” 

The league and players union are scheduled to meet Nov. 1 to assess 
transmission rates and whether to increase or decrease the frequency of 
testing for vaccinated players and staff. They’re set to meet again Nov. 
15 to discuss whether additional testing and quarantine measures are 
needed to prepare for the Beijing Olympics in February. 

“If they end up changing the protocols, we’ll adjust,” Colliton said, “but for 
now these are the rules (and) we’ve got to find a way to perform.” 
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Patrick Kane: Chicago Blackhawks place star on COVID-19 list 

 

Phil Thompson 

2-2 minutes 10/23/2021 
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Patrick Kane and two other Chicago Blackhawks players missed practice 
Saturday after entering the COVID-19 protocol. 

The Hawks didn’t offer details into why Kane, forward Ryan Carpenter 
and defenseman Erik Gustafsson were placed on the COVID-19 list, but 
it doesn’t necessarily require a positive test. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton wouldn’t confirm whether they were 
asymptomatic. 

“We’re not going to go case by case,” he said. “They’re in protocol right 
now, and we’ll see what happens.” 

The development involves one of the Hawks’ top offensive weapons in 
Kane, a depth forward and special teamer in Carpenter and an offensive 
blue-liner in Gustafsson at a time the team has scuffled to a 0-4-1 start. 

The Hawks play host to the Detroit Red Wings at 6 p.m. Sunday at the 
United Center. 

“I mean, it is what it is. It’s going to happen,” Alex DeBrincat said. “Right 
now we’re just going to try to follow the protocols and see what happens. 
Obviously don’t want more guys going in there.” 

Added Colliton: “As far as Kaner, that’s a day-by-day thing. We’ll assess 
as we go.” 

“He’s a great player, but we line up with the guys that are available and 
it’s up to us to find a way to get it done.” 

The Hawks recalled Reese Johnson from Rockford. The 23-year-old 
forward has a goal and an assist in three games with the IceHogs. 

“I thought I had a good camp and the three games in Rockford, I felt 
better each game,” Johnson said. “(I’m) just trying to improve on all 
aspects of my game and bring it with the Hawks here.” 
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Blackhawks hit new lows as sellout streak ends in loss to Red Wings 

 

Ben Pope 

4-5 minutes 10/24/2021 

 

Amidst the Blackhawks’ worst start since 1997 — a dysfunctional two 
weeks of hockey that has raised doubts about the vision of the team’s 
leadership, cohesion of the roster and legitimacy of the team’s goals for 
the future — another pillar of their modern era has fallen. 

The 535-game sellout streak, dating to 2008-09, is no more. Only 19,042 
fans, below the United Center hockey capacity of 19,717, attended the 
Hawks’ 6-3 loss to the Red Wings on Sunday. 

Team president Danny Wirtz spun the news to promote the Hawks’ 
efforts to diversify their fan base, calling it an “opportunity to reassure 
fans both new and old that there is absolutely a seat here for them” in a 
statement. 

But while the Hawks’ efforts to reach previously ignored parts of the 
Chicago community are indeed both real and worthwhile — and while the 
pandemic deterred fans wary of crowds or opposed to the vaccination-or-
negative-test entry requirement and likely affecting ticket sales — the 
streak’s end demonstrates equally real frustration within the fan base. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton’s approval rating is nearing Bill Wirtz-like depths. 
General manager Stan Bowman isn’t much more popular. Fans’ lingering 

but tempered disappointment with the last few years’ results has 
morphed into full-blown disenchantment with the organization at large. 

Based on the first three home games, the United Center might be able to 
claim a new tradition — booing the Hawks off the ice at the final horn — 
to replace its slightly more esteemed but now expired one. 

After all, the other chants heard throughout the third period were even 
more offensive: Several rounds of “Let’s Go Red Wings,” later were 
topped by a call to “Fire Colliton” that reverberated both literally and 
figuratively from ice level to the executive suites. 

This vitriol is not Chicago’s fault. It is, unequivocally, the Hawks’. 

The front office brought this upon themselves. They insisted this season 
would be better, mortgaging the future on that premise. They raised the 
expectations intentionally. Instead, it’s worse. Compared to those raised 
expectations, it’s far, far worse. 

The anger is justified. So is the frugality. The Hawks have given zero 
reasons why fans should pay to see this production. An increasingly 
sizable number of those fans — severely understated by the mere 675-
person difference between the announced attendance and capacity — 
have noticed and are making decisions accordingly. 

Those who showed up nonetheless at least got to witness history. The 
Hawks broke the NHL record for the longest time to start a season 
without a lead. They sit at 360 minutes, 57 seconds and counting, 
topping the 2000-01 Capitals’ previous 350-minute record. 

The Wings ensured that by scoring four times in the second period to run 
away with the game. The Hawks have been outscored 25-6 at even 
strength. 

In postgame interviews, Jonathan Toews and Seth Jones backed Colliton 
but at the same time alluded to a disconnect in mindset and lack of unity 
among the team itself. 

“This isn’t a coaching problem,” Jones said bluntly. “This is a locker room 
thing. Players are on the ice, playing the game. We have to find a way to 
get on the same page and have a common goal on how to play and what 
our identity is.” 

“It’s a horrible feeling,” Toews said. “I don’t think there are many guys 
who have been through anything like this before, especially to start a 
season. When things go bad for us, it just seems to snowball. We only 
have ourselves to blame for that. So it’s up to us to find solutions.” 

The Hawks just shouldn’t be surprised if, while searching for those on-ice 
solutions, fans decide to search for something else. 

“We can play a brand of hockey and be a team that people in Chicago 
are proud of,” Colliton insisted. “But we’ve got to deliver.” 
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Blackhawks’ COVID outbreak evolves again with Jujhar Khaira, Riley 
Stillman out 

 

Ben Pope 

4-4 minutes 10/24/2021 

 

Jujhar Khaira skated out for the Blackhawks’ optional morning skate 
Sunday like normal. 

But after a few minutes of practice, he was pulled from the ice. Half an 
hour later, he and a Hawks staffer talked in the hallway with masks on. A 
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few hours after that, he was added to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, 
keeping him out of the game against the Red Wings. 

Khaira’s situation exemplified just how quickly things have changed 
logistically for the Hawks this weekend. Defenseman Riley Stillman also 
was added to the COVID protocol Sunday, yet Ryan Carpenter and Erik 
Gustafsson — after spending Saturday on the list — were removed and 
played. 

Patrick Kane remained on the COVID list Saturday and Sunday and 
missed the game against the Red Wings — his first missed game since 
the 2018-19 season and only his second since 2014-15. 

The Hawks recalled defenseman Ian Mitchell from the AHL in order to 
field a full lineup. 

The apparent outbreak also worsened on the coaching side. Assistant 
Marc Crawford and goalie coach Jimmy Waite were added to the COVID 
protocol Sunday, joining assistant Tomas Mitell, who has been on the list 
since Thursday. The Hawks had only one usual assistant — Sheldon 
Brookbank — behind the bench Sunday, with Chris Kunitz filling in. 

“We’re just in a situation where a bunch of stuff is happening at once,” 
coach Jeremy Colliton said after morning skate. “We’re the team that’s 
dealing with it right now, but that’s not to say another team won’t have to 
deal with it later on. 

“If they end up changing the protocols, we’ll adjust. But for now, these 
are the rules. We’ve got to find a way to perform.” 

All Hawks players and staff are vaccinated, and one’s placement in the 
COVID protocol does not necessarily mean he tested positive. But the 
merry-go-round of absent players — with the length of their absences 
unknown — creates massive challenges in lineup construction 
nonetheless. 

On Sunday, Alex DeBrincat jumped back up to the first line to replace 
Kane, formerly regular healthy scratches Dylan Strome and Adam 
Gaudette played on the third line (flanking Henrik Borgstrom) and 
Saturday call-up Reese Johnson made his sixth career NHL appearance. 

Positives have been hard to find in the first few weeks, but at least some 
of the initial negatives have improved. The defensive duo of Jake 
McCabe and Connor Murphy is one of those. 

They were expected to provide the Hawks the kind of shutdown pair 
they’ve long needed, but on the opening road trip, they looked like 
nothing of the sort. McCabe struggled mightily — against the Devils, for 
example, he knocked the puck into Kevin Lankinen — and Murphy 
committed some ugly turnovers. 

But since returning to Chicago, Murphy and McCabe have started to gel, 
stifling opponents’ top lines — as they should do — at least on the 
majority of shifts. 

In the first three games, goals and scoring chances favored the 
opponents 5-1 and 24-16, respectively, during the pair’s even-strength 
time together. 

Against the Islanders and Canucks, however, the Hawks were only 
outscored 1-0 and led in scoring chances 17-8 during their time together. 

“They’re both really good players — they’re solid defensively and have 
the physical element,” Colliton said. “Early on, maybe [they] could’ve 
played more simple, not tried to do too much, not put too much extra 
pressure on ourselves to make a difference with the puck on every shift. 
We need those two to defend.” 
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Raymond gets hat trick as Red Wings beat Blackhawks 6-3 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

5-7 minutes 10/23/2021 

Updated 10/24/2021 10:08 PM 

 

CHICAGO -- Lucas Raymond had plenty of energy in the second half of 
his first set of consecutive NHL games. 

It's good to be 19. 

Raymond had three goals and an assist, and the Detroit Red Wings beat 
the winless Chicago Blackhawks 6-3 on Sunday night. 

Tyler Bertuzzi added a goal and two assists as Detroit bounced back 
nicely after a 6-1 loss at Montreal on Saturday night. Carter Rowney and 
Vladislav Namestnikov also scored, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 
saves. 

Raymond, the No. 4 overall pick in last year's draft, recorded his first 
career hat trick in his sixth NHL game. It was the first time he played on 
back-to-back nights with Detroit. 

'œI've only played six games in the NHL, so playing (on) a lot of 
adrenaline and everything's new to me,'  he said. 'œJust trying to go out 
there every night and have fun and help the team win.'  

Raymond became the second teenager in franchise history to record a 
hat trick, joining Hall of Famer and current Detroit general manager Steve 
Yzerman. He became the third teenager to record at least four points in a 
game for the Red Wings, joining Yzerman and Hall of Famer Gordie 
Howe. 

Short-handed Chicago dropped to 0-5-1 in a nightmarish start for a team 
with playoff aspirations. It has yet to lead this season; at 360 minutes, 57 
seconds, it's the NHL's longest such streak to open a campaign since at 
least the 1979-80 season, according to Sportradar. 

The Blackhawks played without Patrick Kane, Riley Stillman and Jujhar 
Khaira because of the league's COVID-19 protocol. Assistant coach Marc 
Crawford also was absent because of the protocol. 

The crowd of 19,042 stopped the Blackhawks' sellout streak at 535 
games. There were periodic boos the whole night, broken up by an 
occasional 'œLet's go Red Wings!'  chant coming from a vocal group of 
fans in the upper deck. 

Dominik Kubalik, Tyler Johnson and Henrik Borgstrom scored for 
Chicago. Toews had two assists for his first points since missing all of 
last season with what he described as chronic immune response 
syndrome. 

The Blackhawks had a third-period goal waved off because of goaltender 
interference, and Alex DeBrincat was robbed on an outstanding stick 
save by a diving Nedeljkovic. 

Rowney put Detroit ahead to stay when he banked the puck in off the left 
skate of goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury 4:22 into the second - the first of 
four goals in the period for the Red Wings. 

Namestnikov made it 3-1 when he jumped on a loose puck in front and 
poked it through Fleury's legs at 7:33. Bertuzzi was credited with his sixth 
goal when Blackhawks forward Reese Johnson had one go in off his left 
skate at 9:19. 

After Kubalik converted a power-play slap shot for Chicago, Raymond 
knocked home a rebound to make it 5-2 with 59.2 seconds left in the 
second. 

Raymond tacked on a power-play goal 7:00 minutes into the third. He 
began the day with one goal and two assists in five games. 
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THE END 

Danny Wirtz, the chief executive officer for the Blackhawks, marked the 
end of the sellout streak with a statement thanking the fans. 

'œWe're actively building toward more competitive play on the ice as well 
as an experience that invites fans back following the COVID-19 
pandemic,'  he said. "But it's also important to note that we've set a 
number of goals to welcome new and more diverse audiences into 
Blackhawks hockey moving forward, and greater accessibility to tickets is 
a big part of that. 

"This is a great opportunity to reassure fans both new and old that there 
is absolutely a seat here for them.'  

 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 10.25.2021 

1223921 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Winless streak continues, sellout streak ends for Hawks 

 

JAY COHEN 

4-5 minutes 10/23/2021 

Updated 10/24/2021 9:59 PM 

 

Lucas Raymond had three goals and an assist, and the Detroit Red 
Wings beat the winless Chicago Blackhawks 6-3 on Sunday night. 

Tyler Bertuzzi added a goal and two assists as Detroit bounced back 
nicely after a 6-1 loss at Montreal on Saturday night. Carter Rowney and 
Vladislav Namestnikov also scored, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 
saves. 

The 19-year-old Raymond, the No. 4 overall pick in last year's draft, 
recorded his first career hat trick in his sixth NHL game. 

Short-handed Chicago dropped to 0-5-1 in a nightmarish start for a team 
with playoff aspirations. It has yet to lead this season; at 360 minutes, 57 
seconds, it's the NHL's longest such streak to open a campaign since at 
least the 1979-80 season, according to Sportradar. 

"It's a horrible feeling," Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews said after 
the loss. "I don't think there's many guys that have been through anything 
like this before, especially to start of a season. ... We haven't found a way 
to generate any offense and get on the scoresheet, and when things go 
bad for us it just seems to snowball. But again, we only have ourselves to 
blame for that. It's up to us to find solutions and find a way out of it, just 
one shift at a time." 

The crowd of 19,042 stopped the Blackhawks' sellout streak at 535 
games. There were periodic boos the whole night, broken up by an 
occasional "Let's go Red Wings!" coming from a vocal group of fans in 
the upper deck. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton wasn't surprised by the sellout streak's end. 

"When you're not playing well, that's not a surprise," Colliton said. "It's up 
to us to play better. I believe we have the makings of a good group. We 
haven't put it together yet. We need to. We can play a brand of hockey 
and be a team Chicago can be proud of. But we have to deliver." 

Dominik Kubalik, Tyler Johnson and Henrik Borgstrom scored for 
Chicago. Toews had 2 assists for his first points since missing all of last 
season with what he described as chronic immune response syndrome. 

The Blackhawks had a third-period goal waved off because of goaltender 
interference, and Alex DeBrincat was robbed on an outstanding stick 
save by a diving Nedeljkovic. 

Rowney put Detroit ahead to stay when he banked the puck in off the left 
skate of goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury 4:22 into the second -- the first of 
four goals in the period for the Red Wings. 

The Blackhawks played without Patrick Kane, Riley Stillman and Jujhar 
Khaira because of the league's COVID-19 protocol. Assistant coach Marc 
Crawford also was absent because of the protocol. 

Said Colliton: "Patty's a great player, no question. I don't want to discount 
the hole he that leaves, but ultimately that's not why we lost. We've got to 
play more similar to how we did the two games previous, and obviously 
there's areas even in those games we could play better. But tonight was 
a step back and that's what it comes down to and that's what we'll focus 
on. We have to go forward, not backwards." 
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Blackhawks put 2 more players in NHL's COVID-19 protocol 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

3-3 minutes 10/23/2021 

Updated 10/24/2021 5:42 PM 

 

CHICAGO -- Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Riley Stillman and 
forward Jujhar Khaira joined Patrick Kane in the NHL's COVID-19 
protocol on Sunday. 

The winless Blackhawks also said assistant Marc Crawford will not coach 
against the Detroit Red Wings because of the protocol. 

The Blackhawks announced Sunday morning that forward Ryan 
Carpenter and defenseman Erik Gustafsson had been removed from 
COVID-19 protocol. But there was no word on Kane. 

Carpenter, Gustafsson and Kane missed practice Saturday after entering 
the protocol. 

Asked if Kane could play against the Red Wings, coach Jeremy Colliton 
responded: 'œWith all these COVID guys, there's so much going on. 
We're just going to take it one day at a time, so we'll see what we have 
tonight.'  

Assistant coach Tomas Mitell also remains in the protocol. Former NHL 
forward Chris Kunitz, who replaced Mitell behind the bench for 
Thursday's 4-1 loss to Vancouver, will be in the same spot for the 
matchup with the Red Wings. 

The recent use of the COVID-19 list doesn't necessarily mean any of the 
players or coaches tested positive. They could have been deemed a 
close contact of someone who tested positive. General manager Stan 
Bowman said during training camp that the team was 100% vaccinated. 

The struggling Blackhawks are off to a 0-4-1 start. Kane leads the team 
with four assists and five points. 

Defenseman Ian Mitchell was recalled from Rockford of the American 
Hockey League. He has one assist in one game with the Blackhawks this 
year. 
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Toews, Hawks back Colliton after spiral continues 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks are off to their worst start since the 1999-2000 season 
when they went 0-4-4-0 in their first eight games. And it went from bad to 
worse on Sunday.T 

Less than 24 hours after the Detroit Red Wings were routed 6-1 by the 
winless Montreal Canadiens, the Blackhawks were run out of their own 
building for their sixth consecutive loss and booed off the ice on a night 
the home sellout streak ended at 535 games. The Arizona Coyotes are 
the only other team without a win this season, and the frustration is 
growing by the second. 

"It’s a horrible feeling," Jonathan Toews said following a 6-3 loss. "I don’t 
think there are many guys who have been through anything like this 
before, especially to start a season." 

The Blackhawks were able to take away some positives in their previous 
two games, whether it was a strong defensive effort or a special teams 
unit that continues to have success. They couldn't do that after Sunday's 
performance. 

It was a deflating loss, and head coach Jeremy Colliton looked as 
dejected and disappointed as ever. 

"It’s a step back from the last two games," Colliton said. "Too much of 
tonight is a slip back into things that got us in trouble on the road trip and 
we paid the price. There’s no secrets as far as what we have to do. I 
think everyone knows. We have to find a way." 

The Blackhawks are desperately searching for answers, and that 
dialogue appeared to continue immediately after the game. Toews was 
the first player to speak to the media, but it took an unusually long 25 
minutes from the time the final horn sounded to when he stepped to the 
mic, which indicated some sort of meeting happened behind closed 
doors. 

"Specifics of what’s said in the locker room always stays in the locker 
room," Toews said. "But you could imagine we’re just trying to dig 
ourselves out of the hole that we’ve gotten ourselves in for six games 
here. It’s not a good feeling. 

"At the end of the day, the solution’s in our locker room. It’s everybody. 
So I think everyone’s trying to take responsibility on how they can be 
better and help our team and get the win column." 

Of course, when a team stumbles this badly out of the gates, the heat 
typically rises on the bench boss, even though the temperature should be 
rising for everyone at this point, including President/GM Stan Bowman. 
The expectations were not Stanley Cup or bust going into the season, 
but the Blackhawks were absolutely expecting to be a playoff team and 
they look far from one right now. 

Patrick Kane was the first to express his faith in Colliton during the road 
trip, and Chicago's head coach received more votes of confidence from 
his leadership group on Sunday when they were asked directly about it. 

"100 percent the team has faith in Jeremy," Seth Jones said. "I’ve been 
here a short time, but his message has been great for us. What it really 
comes down to, there’s only so much a coach can do. He's not going to 
lace them up for you. 

"At the end of the day, this isn’t a coaching problem. This is a locker-
room thing. This is the players on the ice playing the game. We all have 
to find a way to get on the same page and have a common goal on how 
we want to play and what our identity is." 

The Blackhawks' captain echoed those sentiments. 

"Of course," Toews responded. "There’s details to our game that, when 
we’ve done them and stuck to them, we have four lines rolling that do 
things right, it’s a fun way to play and everyone feeds off it. But we just 
haven’t done it enough. 

"As a group, we want to decide to do that, commit ourselves to each 
other. It’s not like we decided to wait six games to do it, but there’ve been 
times where we have, it just hasn’t been enough and hasn’t been good 
enough. 

"We have to find a way to commit to each other and I think that’s what we 
want to do. We want to start winning games, we want to have some fun 
playing hockey because we know we’re performing much less than we 
can. So, it’s underwhelming." 

Colliton has been asked multiple times whether he feels pressure and his 
response hasn't wavered. Even after Sunday, he still feels he has the 
support of the management group. 

But Colliton has never been one to worry about his job status. What 
keeps him awake at night is how he can make the Blackhawks better and 
dig this team out of a hole. 

"There’s no secrets for how we have to play," Colliton said. "We know 
what we have to do. It’s up to me to find a way to get that to translate." 
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0 observations: Hawks drop sixth straight 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks fell to the Red Wings 6-3 at the United Center on 
Sunday for their sixth consecutive defeat to start the season. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. Patrick Kane was placed in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol on Saturday 
and was not cleared to play. It's the first time he's missed a game since 
Oct. 31, 2018 when he was sidelined by an illness. 

2. Jujhar Khaira, Riley Stillman and assistant coach Marc Crawford were 
also placed in COVID-19 protocol before the game and were not 
available. Masks were worn by the coaching staff on the bench, and all 
media availability before and after the game was conducted virtually. 

3. The Blackhawks gave up the first goal for the sixth straight game. In 
five of those games, that goal has come within the first seven minutes. 
The only other team that hasn't scored first this season is the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who are 2-2-1 and have 
yet to score a goal in the first period. 

4. The Red Wings poured it on in the second period, where they 
outscored the Blackhawks 4-1 and scored three goals in a span of 4:57 
at one point. It was another stretch where the Blackhawks couldn't 
weather the storm. 

5. The Blackhawks have gone 360:57 straight minutes without holding a 
lead. It's the longest stretch a team has gone without leading in NHL 
history, breaking the previous record of 350:25 by Washington in 2000-
01. 

6. The Blackhawks allowed 29 scoring chances at even strength, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. They had given up 29 chances in their 
previous two games combined. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2021 

 

7. The Blackhawks committed six penalties, two of which were double 
minors. They were one of the least-penalized teams going into this game. 
The Blackhawks went 7-for-8 on the penalty kill. 

8. Lucas Raymond, who was drafted by Detroit with the No. 4 overall pick 
in 2020, recorded his first career NHL hat trick in just his sixth game. And 
it won't be his last one. He's a special player. 

9. One of the few highlights of the night for Chicago was Tyler Johnson's 
goal, which was his first as a Blackhawk. It was an incredible individual 
effort to even get the shot off. 

10. The Blackhawks announced a paid attendance of 19,042 on Sunday. 
That officially ends the home sellout streak at 535 games. What a run. 
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With Kane, others in COVID protocol, Hawks lose 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

3-4 minutes11:25 AM ET 

ESPN News Services 

 

CHICAGO -- Blackhawks defenseman Riley Stillman and center Jujhar 
Khaira joined star winger Patrick Kane in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol 
on Sunday, adding concern to an already sluggish start for a team with 
high expectations. 

The absences were felt immediately on Sunday night. Lucas Raymond 
had three goals and an assist as the Detroit Red Wings kept the 
Blackhawks winless with a 6-3 decision at United Center. 

Tyler Bertuzzi added a goal and two assists as Detroit bounced back 
nicely after a 6-1 loss at Montreal on Saturday night. Carter Rowney and 
Vladislav Namestnikov also scored, and Alex Nedeljkovic made 32 saves 
for the Red Wings, who extended their rivals' misery. 

Short-handed Chicago dropped to 0-5-1 in a nightmarish start that no 
one saw coming for a team with playoff aspirations. The Blackhawks 
have yet to lead this season: At 360 minutes, 57 seconds, it's the NHL's 
longest such streak to open a campaign since at least the 1979-80 
season, according to Sportradar. 

"We haven't found a way to generate any offense and get on the 
scoresheet, and when things go bad for us, it just seems to kind of 
snowball," captain Jonathan Toews said. "But, again, we only have 
ourselves to blame for that. So it's up to us to find solutions and find a 
way out of it." 

Assistant coach Marc Crawford also was absent from the loss because of 
the protocol. 

"I believe we have the makings of a good group," Chicago coach Jeremy 
Colliton said. "We haven't put it together yet, so we need to. I feel like we 
can play a brand of hockey and be a team that people in Chicago are 
proud of, but we got to deliver." 

As the struggles continue, the fans appear to have taken notice. 
Sunday's loss was watched by a crowd of 19,042, which stopped the 
Blackhawks' sellout streak at 535 games. There were periodic boos the 
whole night, broken up by an occasional "Let's go Red Wings!" chant 
coming from a vocal group of fans in the upper deck. 

Danny Wirtz, the chief executive officer for the Blackhawks, marked the 
end of the sellout streak with a statement thanking the fans. 

"We're actively building toward more competitive play on the ice as well 
as an experience that invites fans back following the COVID-19 
pandemic," he said. "But it's also important to note that we've set a 
number of goals to welcome new and more diverse audiences into 
Blackhawks hockey moving forward, and greater accessibility to tickets is 
a big part of that. 

"This is a great opportunity to reassure fans both new and old that there 
is absolutely a seat here for them." 

The COVID-19 protocols for the Blackhawks don't necessarily mean any 
of the players or coaches tested positive. They could have been deemed 
a close contact of someone who tested positive. General manager Stan 
Bowman said during training camp that the team was 100% vaccinated. 
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After another embarrassing loss, when will enough be enough for 
Blackhawks brass? 

 

Mark Lazerus, Scott Powers 

7-9 minutes 10/25/2021 

 

The Blackhawks were booed off the ice for the third time in as many 
home games Sunday night, losing 6-3 to the Detroit Red Wings, falling to 
0-5-1 and setting an NHL record for season-opening futility. 

It’s bleak out there. Let’s get right to it: 

Mark Lazerus: In a roughly two-minute span Sunday night, all of the 
following happened: 

 The Blackhawks gave up a goal to fall behind 5-2 to a Red Wings team 
that got smoked 6-1 in Montreal by an 0-5-0 team a night earlier. It was 
the fourth time Seth Jones was on the ice for a goal-against in the game. 

A “Let’s Go, Red Wings” chant rang out throughout the United Center. A 
loud one, at that. 

 The Blackhawks were booed off the ice as the second period ended. 

The Blackhawks announced that their sellout streak had ended at 535 
games. 

By the end of the night, the Blackhawks were 0-5-1, having set an NHL 
record for the longest start to a season without even holding a lead. That 
number is 360 minutes and 57 seconds. And while the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Chicago’s next opponent, are something of a mess themselves 
right now, it’s easy to imagine that streak continuing. Then come back-to-
back games in Carolina and St. Louis. An 0-8-1 start isn’t just plausible, 
it’s probably the betting favorite. 

After the sellout streak officially ended, Danny Wirtz, the team CEO, sent 
out a statement expressing gratitude to the fans for filling the United 
Center every night for so long. But what those fans want to see is a 
statement from Wirtz on what he thinks about this on-ice product. How 
can Danny Wirtz, Rocky Wirtz and Jaime Faulkner sit idly by as a team 
built to win now — and nobody’s buying the leaked spin from 
management that this is all part of an ongoing rebuild; the Blackhawks 
don’t even have a first-round pick next spring unless it’s No. 1 or No. 2 —  
flounders so badly. The roster construction isn’t working. The coaching 
isn’t working. The player execution isn’t working. There’s enough blame 
for everyone. 

What there hasn’t been is a response. Not yet, at least. But it’s feeling 
more inevitable with each passing period, each loss, each time the 
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Blackhawks — once untouchable royalty in this town — are booed off the 
ice. 

What comes next, Scott? Or perhaps a better question, what should 
come next? 

Scott Powers: This feels like anything can happen at any time. It has to 
be getting harder and harder for management to ignore what’s happening 
on the ice. You don’t want to overreact. I get that. You’d like to give a 
relatively new team time to jell, but this is beyond what’s acceptable. The 
hourglass has to be expiring. Even without Patrick Kane, who missed the 
game while in COVID protocol, the Blackhawks should have never been 
in the position they were in against the Red Wings. You just never 
sensed any desperation for a team that should have been completely 
desperate. 

Jeremy Colliton obviously has to be on the hot seat. He has to 
understand that at this point. The Blackhawks would be justified if they 
wanted to make a move. But what about Stan Bowman? I’d argue this is 
much more his mess than Colliton’s. I had one league source recently 
say he didn’t think Bowman should get another crack at hiring another 
coach. Bowman pushed for Joel Quenneville to be fired because it was 
supposedly the coaching that was failing the Blackhawks. Four seasons 
later, there’s no proof that was ever the case. This continues to seem like 
a roster management problem. When does the Blackhawks not making 
the playoffs since 2017 and not advancing past the first round since 2015 
fall on Bowman’s shoulders? He was obviously able to convince Danny 
Wirtz he should keep his title and be given even more responsibility. 
Does that change now? Who does Danny turn to for his hockey advice? 
We have lots of questions, but few answers right now. 

Lazerus: It’s a fair question, certainly. We’ve been asking the same 
question for years: What’s the direction of this franchise? It seems to 
change every year. For a while, it was about plugging the holes with 
veterans like Chris Kunitz and Cam Ward and Brandon Manning and Olli 
Maatta. But it was also about long-term cost certainty with the Artemi 
Panarin and Niklas Hjalmarsson trades. Then it was a total rebuild. Nine 
months later, it was win-now mode. Now it’s just … a mess. And since 
Bowman has total control of hockey operations — he just got promoted 
to president — it’s literally a mess of his making. Can you even fire a guy 
mere months after promoting him? Hey, this is the NHL. Anything can 
happen. 

Still, the most likely scenario is that Colliton is the fall guy. Personally, I 
like Colliton. I think he’s a bright, young, forward-thinking hockey mind in 
a dinosaur-dominated sport that’s starved for bright young, forward-
thinking hockey minds. But this isn’t working. This is his fourth season, 
and he’s gotten a longer leash than just about anyone with his thin 
resume would have gotten. Sure, he’s been saddled with some bad 
teams, and as I wrote when Quenneville was fired, Bowman probably 
deserves more of the blame for being the architect of all this. But it’s 
always the coach who goes first. 

Something for frustrated fans to think about: If it does happen and you’re 
hoping for a big-name replacement such as Bruce Boudreau or Claude 
Julien or (ugh) John Tortorella or (oh, God) Mike Babcock, don’t hold 
your breath. I’ve heard from multiple sources that the Blackhawks have 
no intention of spending big money to bring in a coach midseason (it’s 
something they’re willing to revisit after the season, I’m told). Marc 
Crawford is the obvious choice as an interim (or even long-term, if it 
works out) replacement since he’s already on the payroll and has a long 
track record of success in the NHL, even if it’s been a decade since he 
was an NHL head coach (other than an 18-game stint in Ottawa a few 
years ago). 

Does replacing Colliton with one of his own assistants make a dent in this 
season? Who knows? But while Crawford says he’s mellowed over the 
years, he’s still a very different personality than Colliton. Maybe that’s 
something this team needs. 

Powers: Shoot, Crawford’s in COVID protocol now, too. The timing of all 
this puts the Blackhawks in a tough spot. If the Blackhawks played like 
they did against the Islanders and Canucks and those were the first two 

games of the season, there might have been some optimism Colliton was 
turning things around. For this to be the game that they come back with 
after those two, it just puts the pressure on management. Do they wait to 
see how this homestand plays out? Do they see what things look like 
after their weekend road trip? 

I agree with you on Colliton. I don’t think this was his fault. The system 
has never been as bad as fans have made it out to be. Should he have 
stuck with Quenneville’s zone defense early on and waited to implement 
his system? That’s possible. He’s made mistakes. I think he’d tell you 
that. But this roster has been flawed from the start. I do still think this 
year’s team is better than the past ones and has a chance to be decent, 
but you simply can’t have this type of start to the season and have it 
ignored. It’ll be an interesting week around the Blackhawks. 

Lazerus: At the very least, somebody other than Colliton and the players 
— Bowman, or Danny Wirtz, or Rocky Wirtz — should say something. 
Publicly, with a name attached to it. Is Colliton safe? Is Bowman? Has 
the long-term plan changed? Do they still believe in this team? If you 
don’t do something, you have to at least say something. 

Leaving an increasingly frustrated and angry fan base twisting (and 
booing) in the wind isn’t doing anyone any favors. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.25.2021 

1224015 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / THE STICKS, THE ACCESS, THE FUTURE 

 

 By Sonny Sachdeva, 

24 Min Read 

 

With hockey holding on by a thread in south Texas, RGV Roller is 
fighting to reignite interest in the sport and offering a blueprint for how to 
grow the game 

J uan Pablo Lopez has made this journey south from Progreso so many 
times, he’s got it colour-coded by month. Hit the eight-mile shot down to 
the Mexican border in September and the fields bordering Highway 281 
glow white in the heat of the Texas morning, miles of cotton like freshly 
fallen snow floating above the sun-baked leaves. In October or 
November, it’s the deep red of the sorghum that crowds the asphalt on 
both sides, and by April, the corn crops’ neatly lined bands of green run 
alongside you. It’s the latter flying past the windows of Lopez’s old Volvo 
wagon now as he approaches the Donna-Rio Bravo International Bridge. 

Arriving at the border, the calm of open fields and blue skies is 
interrupted by silver gates, barbed wire, orange pylons and weighty 
barriers, funnelling traffic toward cameras and floodlights — the familiar 
paraphernalia of American displays of power. But when Lopez pulls up to 
the agent waiting for him at the window, the conversation is less formal 
than the mess of concrete might suggest. Staring with undisguised 
curiosity at the mass of gear stuffed into the back of Lopez’s car, the 
agent simply cracks a smile: “Really?” 

On past journeys, coworkers have been called over with a laugh, Lopez’s 
frequent crossings an inside joke among the border agents. Some have 
even asked if they can join him after first catching sight of the gear. 

Eventually, the wagon lurches off American pavement and into 
Tamaulipas, the Mexican state lying south of Texas along the Gulf Coast, 
Lopez crossing from one half of the Rio Grande Valley into the other. 
From the border, it’s another seven miles to his final destination in Rio 
Bravo. On the way, he stops at his mother’s house, these trips his only 
opportunity to visit. She insists he eat before he leaves, as she always 
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does, hoping to fortify her son before an afternoon in the oppressive 
heat. But Lopez’s anticipation outweighs his hunger, and soon he’s on 
the road again. 

After winding through Rio Bravo’s bustling streets, he finally parks the 
wagon and steps out with butterflies in his stomach. He retrieves his gear 
from the trunk, and pauses for a moment, just to take in the sight of it. 
There, nestled amid a crown of lush green trees, encased in an oval of 
sky-blue concrete that delineates where town ends and oasis begins: a 
hockey rink. 

Laying his gear down at the rink’s edge, Lopez crosses over the faceoff 
circle and climbs up into the grandstand to look out over the concrete 
paradise. It’s hardly his first viewing. The 42-year-old has been coming 
here nearly every weekend for more than two decades, since back when 
it was first opened as a futsal park and he and his friends quickly sealed 
its fate by covering the goals at each end and dropping hockey nets in 
their place. Even then, his love for the game was already well-
established. As a teenager Lopez was so addicted his mother once 
followed him around town because she refused to believe the reason her 
son was coming home late every night was because he’d devoted 
himself to this strange sport. She relented after finding him roller-skating 
by himself, wiring pucks into a net at 11 p.m. 

“How do we get people like me, who grew up in a poor community, 
people in colonias, those communities who have been harder hit, to get 
involved in the sport?” 

He’s doing the same this afternoon as the usual cast of characters filters 
in for game time and sets up by the boards. Soon after, the puck finally 
drops, and in that moment, it’s all worth it. So deep is Lopez’s love of 
hockey, the weekly 30-mile journey across the border to Rio Bravo is a 
small price to pay for these games — for the chance to show off his silky 
hands; the chance to set up behind the net, flip the puck onto his blade 
and hit netminder Javier with his own iteration of The Michigan Goal. 

Hidden away in Tamaulipas, a small but dedicated hockey community 
has been hitting the pavement for games like this for years. And on the 
other side of the Valley, Lopez and fellow hockey lover Nathaniel Mata 
are hoping to tap into the same model that nurtured that passion, to build 
upon what Mexico already has and help the game flourish across the 
border, as well. But after seeing once-loved teams leave town, after 
seeing the area’s only ice rink shut down by the pandemic, hockey is 
hanging on by a thread in south Texas. Now, Lopez, Mata and their non-
profit, RGV Roller, have aligned to reignite interest in the sport, fight for 
its place in the Valley, and offer the hockey world a blueprint for how to 
grow the game even in the unlikeliest of locales. 

Juan Pablo Lopez has been a fixture in the Valley’s hockey scene — on 
both sides of the border — for most of his life (Josh Huskin/Sportsnet) 

T hough Nathaniel Mata’s love for the game flourished in the Valley, he 
was first introduced to hockey in California. Born in San Jose a few years 
after the excitement of the Sharks’ arrival in the Bay Area, Mata got one 
glorious year enrolled in ice hockey as a five-year-old, after his parents 
came across sign-up sheets at the mall and decided to take the plunge. 
But the cost quickly proved too great for his family to justify, despite 
young Mata’s already-blooming affinity for the sport. “I wasn’t an only 
child anymore, I had a couple of siblings, so it was just a little too pricey 
for my parents,” he says. “I think that’s a story that a lot of people might 
not realize is pretty common, parents not being able to let their kids 
continue a sport that can cost so much money.” He switched to 
basketball, baseball and other less expensive sports, wishing for another 
shot on the ice that never came. 

A few years later, the family relocated to the Valley’s McAllen, Texas, 
and the dream seemed to fly completely out the window. While the state 
boasted its own NHL club at that point, the bright lights of the Dallas 
Stars’ American Airlines Center faded long before they reached Mata’s 
hometown seven-and-a-half hours south. He eventually found one brief 
glimmer of hope, stumbling upon a beautiful, city-owned outdoor roller 
rink, complete with stands and a pavilion roof to blunt the Texas heat. But 
the opportunity to play didn’t extend much further than the presence of 

brick and mortar. “There was one point that the city said, ‘Okay, we’re 
going to have [a program where] kids learn to play hockey,’ and I signed 
up,” Mata says, remembering his 10-year-old self’s excitement. “I went, 
and nobody was there. The city didn’t show up, there was no coach. My 
mom took me. I was so heartbroken.” 

More from Sportsnet 

22 people who will define the 2021-22 NHL season 

Part of history: Inside an NHL expansion franchise’s inaugural season 

It was the sting of that disappointment, and a couple decades of struggle 
to keep up his fandom in his mostly hockey-less corner of Texas, that 
spurred Mata — RGV Roller’s president — to put the organization’s 
wheels into motion in September 2019. By that point, he’d found his way 
back to the game. After years of trying to nudge neighbours into giving 
the sport a try, Mata eventually came across Lopez and his fellow 
Tamaulipas expats playing at that same McAllen rink. He went out, 
bought some roller skates, and decided to dive in. It wasn’t quite the on-
ice dream he’d once had in California — it was something different, and it 
was glorious. But even with his own desire to play finally satisfied, Mata 
couldn’t shake the need to ensure other kids in south Texas didn’t have 
to endure a similar years-long wait just to find a game. 

He saw only one solution. “The way to grow the sport is with youth and 
it’s with kids and it’s with making the sport affordable,” Mata says. So, he 
went to work plotting out his vision for a Valley hockey youth movement. 
He brought together those on the scene who also seemed to see the 
importance of involving the next generation, assembling a board that 
reflected both sides of the Valley’s hockey experience. “I think I come 
with an interesting perspective to RGV Roller, because a couple of the 
people on our board are people that have played hockey a lot of their life, 
and I’m someone who has loved hockey my entire life, but I didn’t really 
get to play,” he says. “I pour my heart and soul into this, because I feel 
like I was deprived of this great sport for so long.” 

Jacqueline Arias joined the budding project as a board member soon 
after. She and Mata had met while working for their university paper, 
often sitting in the stands of the McAllen rink in those days talking about 
how they wished hockey had a greater presence in their town. Arias 
brought with her the perspective of someone who had grown up with 
even less of a connection to the sport, its total absence from her younger 
days fostering a deeper understanding of the barriers RGV Roller would 
need to navigate. “I grew up in Donna, Texas, and it’s a pretty poor 
community,” Arias says. “For us, it’s pretty hard to get access to pretty 
expensive sports. It’s not really in our high schools or anything like that. 
So, for me, it’s, how do we get people like me, who grew up in a poor 
community, people in colonias, those communities who have been 
harder hit, to get involved in the sport? How do we provide that avenue?” 

The first step was simply access. In January 2020, RGV Roller officially 
announced itself to the south Texas community with a cookout and a free 
session at that rink in McAllen. Sticks were available for kids to pick up 
and try out, to get a tangible feel for what the sport’s all about. Looking 
back on his own introduction to the game, and at Arias’s, Mata felt putting 
sticks in hands was key. “If you experience [hockey], it’s so much 
different than if you just watch it,” he says. “You’re doing something that’s 
foreign — it’s not just dribbling a basketball, it’s not just swinging a bat. If 
you’re Canadian, maybe it feels like it’s a part of your DNA, but I mean, 
for me, it was really different. And I think for a lot of people down here, it 
still is different. But it’s so much fun.” 

The first few months of 2020 saw early signs of life. That January event 
drew a crowd of 50, more than they’d expected for their low-key debut. 
Momentum continued to pick up at a second event the next month, 
young parents from the area flocking to the rink, eager to find out when 
they’d be able to sign their kids up. “We had a really good community 
turnout, just parents on Facebook finding our event, that never knew 
about hockey either,” Arias remembers. “And their kids loved it.” 

Joe Haske, who’s played with Lopez for years since moving to the Valley 
from Michigan, remembers feeling the community’s attention shift. “We 
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were playing on some of the basketball courts when we couldn’t play 
anywhere else, and a lot of kids would stop and watch us,” he says. 
“They’d take their parents over and wanted to see us playing. Their 
parents would ask how they could get their kids involved. They wanted to 
get to the rink and play.” 

“That was right before the pandemic hit,” says Arias. “We really thought 
we were so close. 2020 was supposed to be the year that we kicked off 
everything. We were hoping to do summer camps for kids. [Lopez] is a 
teacher and a coach, so we were ready to start those big camps. But, 
yeah, the pandemic.” 

“Hockey doesn’t only exist in the NHL,” says Nathaniel Mata, “and it 
doesn’t even exist only on ice” (Josh Huskin/Sportsnet) 

T he roots of RGV Roller’s fight to grow the game on the American side 
of the Valley start across the Rio Grande, 35 miles west of McAllen, in 
Diaz Ordaz. The border town is tiny — one long road runs its length, with 
a handful of smaller ones branching off only about a mile in each 
direction — but ask anyone who knows their way around the Mexican 
hockey scene, and they’ll tell you of the legacy of that hidden gem. For 
years, players from across the Valley could head to the very end of that 
main road and find a rink there at the town’s edge. And in that rink, more 
often than not, they’d find The Doctor, one of the country’s greatest 
hockey coaches, who built one of the country’s greatest hockey 
programs. The Rio Bravo clan, the McAllen effort, RGV Roller — it all 
traces back to the end of that road in Diaz Ordaz, to The Doctor. 

It was late 1992 when the seed was first planted in Diaz Ordaz. Dr. Juan 
Carlos Hernandez and his son, Miguel, found themselves hooked by a 
silver-screen classic called The Mighty Ducks. A source of lovable 
nostalgia in Canada, the film’s impact on hockey in the Valley was more 
profound, sparking a wave of kids running around with brooms imitating 
slap shots and slow-motion dekes. For Miguel and his cousins, a greater 
love for the sport bloomed when The Doctor replaced those brooms with 
sticks and roller skates, and started coaching the kids in his backyard. An 
hour away, in Rio Bravo, Lopez and his childhood friends had begun 
taking to a basketball court at a local church, trying to figure out the sport 
for themselves, too. 

That early interest grew slowly and steadily in both towns for a few years, 
until Lopez heard word of what was going on in Diaz Ordaz from his 
father, who worked at a local hospital with The Doctor. In 1996, Lopez — 
by then a hockey-obsessed teenager — started travelling to Diaz Ordaz 
with his friends every weekend, taking a bus to go visit The Doctor and 
his growing crop of young players. The visits opened up a whole new 
world for Lopez and his band of Rio Bravo puck lovers. It expanded their 
community and granted them the experience of playing for a coach just 
like in the film — a Gordon Bombay for these young Charlie Conways. 
The uptick in players only meant more hours poured in by The Doctor, 
who eventually moved his coaching from the backyard to a nearby 
basketball court, and then to a local futsal facility. 

“All you’ve got to do is drive down that main road and you’re going to get 
to the rink. And it doesn’t matter what time of day it is, who you’re with, or 
if you reserved a spot. You can just play hockey.” 

As it turned out, enough kids in enough towns throughout Mexico had 
picked up roller hockey in the years since The Mighty Ducks’ arrival that 
in ’96, a tournament was launched, bringing together teams from every 
state. It was there that The Doctor’s squad became the stuff of local 
legend. In the second year of the tournament, the Diaz Ordaz crew 
entered representing Tamaulipas. They wound up claiming a gold medal, 
starting a run that saw Tamaulipas finish as the country’s best for more 
than a decade straight. So dominant was the team from that tiny border 
town that Diaz Ordaz was selected as the site of the country’s first proper 
roller hockey rink, built at the end of that main road in the late ’90s. 

Ask Lopez or any others on that Tamaulipas team what it was that 
allowed them to put together their sterling run, and the answer is always 
the same: The Doctor. “He might’ve not been the biggest expert in 
hockey but he was a very good leader,” explains Bruno Arjona, who was 
part of the next wave of kids to train with The Doctor, his first trip to the 

Diaz Ordaz rink in 2006, at age 11. “He tried to learn as much about 
hockey as possible, soak it in, and then in his own way, teach us what he 
learned.” 

Unconventional as the method was, it allowed a small-town kid like 
Arjona access to big dreams. Weekends in Diaz Ordaz eventually turned 
into a trip to the AAU Junior Olympic Games, to represent Mexico. Soon 
after came two roller world championships, and then four Division III 
world junior championships with Mexico’s national ice hockey team. “I’ve 
worked with a lot of coaches during my years, and a lot of coaches … 
[who] have played some very high-level hockey and that definitely know 
hockey more than him,” Arjona says of The Doctor, “but he’s the best 
coach I’ve ever had.” 

The legacy of that humble dream factory in Diaz Ordaz has been far-
reaching. The Doctor’s program became a feeder for the Mexican 
national teams, granting others like Arjona the chance to travel the world 
and represent their country. It took Julian Ramirez, one of The Doctor’s 
nephews, a step further. A toddler waddling around when Lopez and Co. 
were learning the ropes, Ramirez became the first Mexican national 
invited to an NHL development camp when he later earned a brief spin 
with the Stars. The program didn’t just help the kids in Tamaulipas find a 
life in the game, though — it also instilled in many of them the desire to 
pay The Doctor’s work forward. 

Miguel eventually moved to Playa del Carmen and, inspired by his 
father’s efforts, started a hockey program of his own. Eduardo Grosso, 
another Diaz Ordaz alum, went on to help run a kids program in Mexico 
City that recently earned a partnership with the Los Angeles Kings. 
Meanwhile, Lopez and many of the others he grew up playing alongside 
in those early days, moved across the border into south Texas, hoping to 
one day find a way to spread the good word of the game on the 
American side of the Valley. 

For them, there was one key lesson to be learned from Diaz Ordaz. “In 
this little town, Diaz Ordaz, where we would train for the Tamaulipas 
team, the facilities are actually much nicer than the facilities we have 
here on [the American] side of the border. But most importantly, they’re 
open,” Arjona says. “It’s accessible to the public. All you’ve got to do is 
drive down that main road and you’re going to get to the rink. And it 
doesn’t matter what time of day it is, who you’re with, or if you reserved a 
spot. You can just play hockey.” 

That accessibility was crucial for allowing natural, early interest in the 
game to grow into full-fledged obsession, says Lopez. It’s what allowed 
them to feel like they were part of the hockey world, even if they didn’t 
have an ice rink or thousands to spend to play. Looking at other sports 
that have managed to grow in communities hockey hasn’t yet reached, 
the value of creating such an environment becomes even clearer. It’s 
simple, yet all-important — for hockey to take hold in places where 
soccer or basketball or baseball reign supreme, it has to, at the very 
least, be as present and available. It has to be as easy as walking up to a 
field or a court with a ball and letting your imagination run wild. 

Jacqueline Arias met Mata while both were working at their university 
paper. In those days, they often spoke about their wish for hockey to 
have a greater presence in south Texas. (Josh Huskin/Sportsnet) 

T hough the Valley stretches across an international border, the region 
can’t be defined by either country. “It’s two cultures at once,” says Mata. 
“A lot of people speak Spanish, a lot of people have family in Mexico, 
they travel back and forth. … It’s really like two distinct cultures coming 
together to make another culture — the Valley culture. It’s Texas [and] 
it’s Mexico, all together.” 

While fretting about the border has consumed the American news cycle 
for the past half-decade, that tension seems a world away for many in the 
Valley, says Mata, especially those who remember a time when families 
on either side felt even more connected than they do now. “Before the 
cartel wars in the late ’90s and 2000s got bad, it was very much [that] 
there wasn’t really a border,” says Arias, who’s lived in the Valley her 
whole life, on both sides of the Rio Grande. “The culture and community 
was: your family lives on one side of the river and your family lives on the 
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other side, and you say hi to them every morning. Our cultures are very 
much intertwined.” 

For the hockey lovers on the American side of the Valley, though, those 
deep bonds haven’t resulted in the embrace of the game they’ve seen in 
northern Mexico. For them, the sport’s growth has been far more 
strained. Craig Lewis has been there from the very beginning, the 
Peterborough native having arrived in south Texas in ’79. Back then, the 
hockey scene in the McAllen area was nonexistent. “I still remember 
watching the 1980 Olympics and nobody down here understood the 
magnitude of the U.S. beating Russia,” he remembers with a laugh. “I 
had no one to share that with.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. Plus, look for bonus 
breaking news episodes and interviews with some of the most interesting 
personalities in hockey. 

He tried to spark some interest himself. By the early ’90s, he was 
organizing pick-up games, coaching his two boys and a few other kids in 
the area who tagged along until more quintessentially Texan sports 
pulled them away. But the efforts gained little momentum among those 
who weren’t already familiar with hockey, having played elsewhere. 

Even the presence of a bona fide pro team did little to bring about lasting 
growth. The Central Hockey League’s Rio Grande Valley Killer Bees 
arrived in south Texas in 2003, filling a 6,500-seat arena regularly for a 
few years before fizzling out after nine seasons. A junior-A team of the 
same name sprouted up a year later, only to fold after a pair of seasons. 
A third iteration of the Killer Bees, another junior team, gave it a try a few 
years after that. It failed the same year it was founded. 

The hits for the hockey community in south Texas just kept coming. In 
2005, that outdoor rink in McAllen was built, Lewis having pushed for its 
approval for years. But the city opted to keep it under lock and key for 
paid rentals, despite Lewis’s repeated protests, limiting its use to those 
willing and able to pay to play. More recently, a warehouse in the area 
was converted to an ice rink, becoming a regular spot for the expats. It 
was permanently shuttered in March, days before Lopez and Co.’s rec 
league championship final, the pandemic rendering it too costly to keep 
afloat. 

“I think you grow hockey by giving hockey, not by telling hockey people, 
‘Hey, you should accept new people.’” 

But even after all the starts and stops, the Valley’s hockey lovers refuse 
to give up. And in RGV Roller, Mata hopes he’s found the key to finally 
unlocking the region’s passion for the sport — not by mounting a 
grandiose plan to bring another pro team to south Texas or get a 
sprawling ice rink built in McAllen, but by implementing the simple, 
organic approach that allowed the game to take hold in Diaz Ordaz. “I 
think you grow hockey by giving hockey,” Mata says, “not by telling 
hockey people, ‘Hey, you should accept new people.’ I think new people 
just need to make their own path, and that [starts] by giving them the gift 
of hockey.” So, that’s what they’ve tried to do. 

Their efforts resumed in the early months of 2021, a year after RGV 
Roller took its first steps, when Texas reopened. While Mata and his 
team were wary of the loosening restrictions, it did mean they could 
begin rekindling the fire they’d sparked 12 months prior. They soon found 
it had never really gone out. They began holding open skates twice a 
month, 20 to 30 kids and their parents filling the rink each time to take a 
spin around, shoot some pucks, and begin falling in love with the sport. 
They launched an adult roller league, their first season enough of a 
success that plans have been made for a second season to fill the 
second half of the year. And as Mata, Lopez and the rest of the local 
veterans started hitting the McAllen rink for that inaugural campaign each 
week, a funny thing happened: the stands started to fill, locals coming out 
to watch what would be akin to a run-of-the-mill beer league elsewhere in 
the country. McAllen’s mayor took in a game, they had frontline workers 

drop pucks for ceremonial faceoffs, and they finished the year by handing 
out a comically large championship trophy in front of a cheering crowd. 

It’s come slowly, but the RGV Roller team has seen the impact of their 
focus on that grassroots approach. “We have this one little girl who hasn’t 
missed a single skate,” Mata says. “She went from just wearing the 
regular Rollerblades to a pair of hockey skates that she’s into now. She 
got a Mighty Ducks jersey.” Though the lingering pandemic has delayed 
their ability to dive headfirst into their lengthy list of plans — and 
prevented them from opening up the rink to full capacity — their next 
steps are plotted out: a slew of learn-to-skate and learn-to-play camps; 
an equipment bank to lend gear to kids who can’t afford it; a development 
league for new players, who can eventually move on to join Lopez and 
the other veterans; and an adopt-a-player program that will see each of 
those veterans mentor a younger member of the fledgling hockey 
community, coaching them and donating gear. 

But while the seeds have been planted and the early returns suggest 
RGV Roller might just create something long-lasting in south Texas, 
Mata hasn’t lost sight of the bigger picture. “I see it almost as hockey’s 
last stand down here,” he says. “Because we had an ice rink, and we had 
a minor-league hockey team, that then turned into a junior hockey team, 
but those teams have left — years ago now. The ice rink closed. So, it 
kind of feels like we’re holding onto hockey by a thread, and I’m really 
trying to make sure there is a future for hockey here.” 

Even after all the pandemic-inflicted stops and starts, RGV Roller’s 
principals remain committed to their core mission and vision (Josh 
Huskin/Sportsnet) 

F or Lopez, Mata, and the rest of the Valley’s hockey lovers, the 
endgame is a south Texas community still enamoured with the sport 
decades down the line. It’s a vision wherein hockey not only survives on 
the American side of the Valley, but thrives. But their efforts also mean 
something for the sport as a whole. 

Step back and take stock and hockey’s need for growth is clear. 
Reaching out and finding new fans, new players, new communities to be 
part of the game is more than a nice-to-have at this point, it’s a necessity. 
To slow the waning of participation numbers, make up ground on the 
other already-mammoth North American sports, and diversify a sport 
sorely in need of new perspectives, hockey needs to expand its borders. 
And doing that is going to take engaging and embracing places like the 
Valley, that brim with untapped talent and potential. 

The bridge to those communities is the same one that allowed all those 
kids in Diaz Ordaz to fall in love with the sport back in the day, and that’s 
delivering promising early returns in McAllen today: an environment 
where the game is easily accessible. “Unless we give equipment to 
young players and to low-income families, they’re just going to go play 
soccer, or they’re just going to go play basketball. That’s something that I 
know from my family,” Mata says. “They wanted me to play sports, but 
they didn’t want me to take all of the money for three kids to play one 
sport, for one year. It just doesn’t work that way.” 

Growth must also come from making that investment in new 
communities, Mata continues, “because, otherwise, it’s going to be the 
same communities producing players. I mean, we’ve seen Auston 
Matthews come out of Arizona. We’ve seen Matt Nieto come out of 
California. There’s no reason that even low-income communities in these 
states can’t produce hockey players. And it’ll only help hockey grow.” 

“We’ve got to spread this sport here. We’ve got to get our beautiful 
community of colour involved.” 

It’s not just the addresses of the rinks, though. It’s also about expanding 
what we think of as hockey, and who we think of as hockey players. It’s 
about showing communities of colour that they can be part of this game, 
too. “They might not think it’s for them, they might think, ‘Oh that’s an up-
north sport, that’s a white sport’ … Yeah, if you turn on the TV, that’s how 
it looks. But hockey doesn’t only exist in the NHL, and it doesn’t even 
exist only on ice,” Mata says. “When I was a kid, I played a lot of street 
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hockey, and it was definitely hockey to me, you know what I mean? It 
wasn’t kind of hockey, it was hockey.” 

Those leading the big-picture efforts to grow the game also see value in 
focusing on roller hockey as a means of combatting the sport’s 
accessibility issues. “Those are all of the things that we have been 
speaking about — how do we make the sport more culturally available, 
more safe and welcoming in communities?” says Kim Davis, the NHL’s 
executive vice president of social impact, growth initiatives and legislative 
affairs. “We know that street and ball hockey and roller hockey are going 
to be some of the ways in which we can do that. … It’s low pressure, so 
you can dip your toe in the water to see if you like it. It starts as a low 
time commitment. It’s close to home, low travel. These are all of the 
perceived impediments, particularly for communities of colour, that 
hockey faces. And I think the idea of ball and street and roller hockey is a 
wonderful way to eliminate those impediments.” 

What’s happened in the Valley — from RGV Roller all the way back to 
The Doctor and his Tamaulipas dream team — shows the potential of 
that approach. Of what can happen if space is made for newcomers. “It 
breaks down one of those myths about communities of colour, that 
because a community may be socio-economically disadvantaged, that 
they aren’t going to engage,” Davis says. “If you inspire a community and 
family to be part of something, and their kids are interested in it, they are 
going to find ways — through family collaboration, through communities 
working together — to provide the resources and to provide the access 
for the kids. And they’re going to consume the sport, so that builds 
fandom.” 

Maybe one day, down the line, the gap between the Valley and the big 
leagues won’t be so great. Maybe the wild chapters authored so far — 
from The Mighty Ducks miracle in Diaz Ordaz to the roller revolution in 
McAllen — are just the beginning of a story that ends with their own 
Hollywood-esque ascent. What’s the harm in dreaming big? “There’s so 
much talent down here, and maybe it’s not junior or NHL professional 
talent, but at the same time, who knows?” Mata says. “If the resources 
were here, if we had a bigger hockey infrastructure, I think the sky would 
be the limit. … If you put a street hockey rink on every few blocks, and 
then every couple of towns has a roller rink, and then every region has 
an ice rink, I think you would see the farm system created organically.” 

Lopez can see it, too. He need only look to how much things have 
already changed in the Valley since he was that kid shooting pucks into 
the night by himself to understand what could one day be possible. “We 
just grew up in a small community, [but] had we had the right focus, I 
believe more players would be trying out for the NHL from Mexico,” he 
says. If it seems unlikely, just look back at the sport’s roots, at other 
countries that once seemed unimaginable hockey hotbeds — until they 
weren’t. “Ten years from now, instead of looking across the ocean into 
Europe, and bringing players from Europe, we’re going to look to players 
from Mexico. Because 10 years from now, I believe it’s going to grow a 
lot,” Lopez says. “If the formula works over there in Canada, I don’t see 
why the formula wouldn’t work over here.” 

But before they fully take on the loftier aspirations they have in mind — 
those visions of showing the hockey world that roller can be the key to 
growing the sport, to unlocking the potential in communities all over North 
America that have been underestimated and overlooked — RGV Roller 
has one central goal to focus on first: making sure the love of the game 
has room to bloom, flourish, and grow tall in the Valley. 

“We’ve got to spread this sport here. We’ve got to get our beautiful 
community of colour involved,” says Arias. “Our area is really poor, the 
poorest in the state of Texas, across the entire U.S.-Mexico border. And 
that would be the dream, right? To get our community access to that. 
Because it’s something we’ve never had before.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Seattle brings the noise as Kraken make memorable home 
debut vs. Canucks 

 

Kristina Rutherford 

October 24, 2021, 2:45 AM 

 

SEATTLE — Kraken captain Mark Giordano appeared on a pair of huge 
triangular video boards hanging over NHL ice that’s made out of 
collected rain water, and said, with a smile, “Hey Seattle, it’s Gio. 
Welcome to opening night.” 

Jordan Eberle and Jaden Schwartz and Philipp Grubauer said 
something, too, and it might’ve been good, but that’s anyone’s guess 
because you couldn’t hear a single word at that point. Captain Gio had 
spoken and so Kraken fans were going bananas, and for about the 100th 
time on Saturday night, before the puck even dropped on an historic 
inaugural home game for the NHL’s 32nd franchise. 

Yes, the Kraken have officially been “released,” as they said over and 
over in pre-game hype videos and speeches, in front of a raucous crowd 
of 17,151, who sat in a brand spanking new Climate Pledge Arena that 
touts itself as “the world’s most sustainable.” It really is wildly impressive, 
featuring electric Zambonis tending that rain-turned-ice, more than 
80,000 plants on a “living wall” in one of its concourses and, the best 
feature of all, the incredible windows at the north end that let in natural 
light, where you’d find a handful of fans catching the game for free from 
outside. 

Most of those fans both inside and out stayed to catch the full 60 minutes 
on Saturday, to cheer their team on even after the Kraken delivered a 
disappointing 4-2 loss against their rivals from Vancouver, a result that 
came on account of a bad bounce and an empty-netter in the third 
period. 

But oh, the Kraken can’t wait to win here. “It was electric in here all 
night,” said Captain Gio, afterward. He scored to give the Kraken a 2-1 
lead in the third — a wrist shot he ripped from the faceoff dot over the left 
shoulder of Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko — and got this place 
buzzing. “The fans, that’s right up there with anyone. There wasn’t too 
may moments where it was silent. Actually there wasn’t any, to be 
honest,” Giordano added. 

Captain Mark Giordano scores in Kraken home opener 

“We wanted that one bad. You can feel the buzz in the air. Everyone was 
excited for that one. I think this is going to be a tough building to play in, if 
we play with that type of energy, if the crowd gives us that type of energy, 
it’s going to be a tough place to come in here and take points. And that’s 
what we have to take pride in and look forward to.” 

The fans delivered big time. It was playoff-type stuff in October, 
especially early on. When Kraken defender Vince Dunn scored the first-
ever goal here to put Seattle up 1-0 with 3.2 seconds left in the first 
period — a wrist shot that went in off the far post, which Dunn celebrated 
with a hearty fist-pump — Climate Pledge hit a new decibel level. 

Vince Dunn snipes for Kraken's first ever home goal 

“I don’t know if you can get more,” said Kraken head coach Dave 
Hakstol, of that crowd noise. “That was outstanding. It was an amazing 
atmosphere. Bottom line is we wanted to reward the group in the stands 
with a win tonight. It’s a sour taste, walking off the rink and walking out of 
the rink tonight. That’s a part of it, because they were awesome.” 

They were. This crowd may have featured more people wearing jerseys 
than not, and maybe it only appeared that way since the deep sea blue, 
ice blue, boundless blue, shadow blue and red alert (those are the actual 
names of the Kraken’s colours, sports fans) really pop on those jerseys. 
Either way: Tons of fans wore jerseys. They drank Kraken Beer. Some 
wore knitted Kraken sea monster hats. They booed Vancouver at every 
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chance, because this may be a new rivalry for teams located a mere 
cottage-length drive (and a border) away, but it’s real. And over and over 
the fans chanted “Let’s go Kra-Ken!” (clap, clap, clap, clap, clap). 

The in-arena hype was sensational, too. An animated spiky puffer fish led 
the crowd to yell “Ey-O!” over and over with great intensity. Steady beats 
were playing in the arena in the pre-game. The video board showed 
Images of the Space Needle, with a Kraken flag soaring from the top — a 
flag hoisted up there Saturday morning thanks to the brawn of the Hall of 
Famer on Seattle’s scouting staff, Cammi Granato. 

In the pre-game hubbub, Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke took the mic and told 
fans, “We did it!” and then he told them they were retiring No. 32, and the 
banner came down from the rafters for the NHL’s 32nd team, to thank the 
32,000 fans who became season’s ticket depositors in a single day. 
“Let’s go Kraken!” Leiweke said, setting the fans off yet again. 

Heart’s Ann Wilson sang the American national anthem. Four-time 
WNBA champion Sue Bird was here. Ciara was here. Rapper 
Macklemore was here. Seahawks Russell Wilson and Bobby Wagner 
and DK Metcalf were here. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman was here, 
too, and unlike many other special guests, he was booed heartily after he 
said “Hello, Seattle.” Much of this fan base is new to hockey, but they 
knew enough to know how Bettman is often greeted. 

That this was an historic event was evident not only in the ceremony. 
Saturday morning on NBC’s local news, fans could watch a full hockey 
explainer, featuring animated versions of Kraken players demonstrating 
what calls like icing and offside mean. “A penalty you might see,” the 
broadcast explained, “is boarding.” And then, boom, an example of said 
boarding. 

The game marked just the second time the Kraken players set foot on 
this ice, the first time coming at 10:30 a.m. PT for the morning skate. The 
venue officially opened earlier this week for a Foo Fighters concert, and 
hosted Coldplay Friday night. Saturday during morning skates, people 
were laying down last-minute carpets, discussing where they’d cut holes 
in the arena’s surrounding plexiglass for cameras, and someone was 
even operating a saw. The last-minute touches were happening. 

The Kraken have been released, at last. And Saturday was just a 
promising taste of what pro hockey will look like in Seattle. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“I love it,” Grubauer said of the crowd support, with a grin. “I think the 
atmosphere was incredible for the first game, unbelievable. We expected 
that, what we’ve heard from the Seahawks games, other games, in 
Seattle.” 

The Kraken’s next shot at a first win at home in franchise history comes 
Tuesday against Montreal. 

“We were super proud to play here and obviously we wanted to get a win 
on home ice to get this one going,” Grubauer said. “Got to get ready for 
the next one and get the next one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets get much-needed offensive breakout as team 
continues to build identity 

 

Ken Wiebe October 24, 2021, 11:30 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - So, about the Winnipeg Jets' inability to produce offence 
without two-thirds of the top line. 

After being limited to four goals through two games, those whispers only 
got louder after the Jets lost captain Blake Wheeler (on Monday) and 
alternate captain Mark Scheifele (on Thursday) to the NHL’s Covid-19 
protocol. 

But after showing signs of life in a 6-5 overtime loss to the Minnesota 
Wild on Tuesday, the Jets changed the tune of this narrative completely, 
wrapping up a two-game homestand with victories over the Anaheim 
Ducks (5-1) and Nashville Predators (6-4). 

Scoring 16 times in three games is always good for confidence. 

Saturday’s victory included the largest offensive eruption of the young 
season and featured another stirring performance from Pierre-Luc 
Dubois (who had a goal and an assist and is up to six points in five 
games) and Kyle Connor (who moved into a tie for the league league in 
goals with his sixth and added an assist to give him nine points). 

On a night where the offensive contributions were plentiful and well 
spread out, it was the first NHL goal for Kristian Vesalainen that was 
drawing a lot of the attention - and for good reason. 

Going into the campaign, there was a lot of chatter about who was going 
to replace Mason Appleton on the third line with Adam Lowry (who 
recorded his first of the season on a beautiful backhand deke just 1:27 
after the Predators opened the scoring). 

Despite the vocal backing of Jets head coach Paul Maurice, who 
suggested the leash was going to be long for Vesalainen, let’s just say 
the Finnish forward had left the door ajar in this open competition. 

There was a flash here and there, like on Thursday, when Vesalainen 
was able to unleash his patented shot against Ducks goalie John Gibson. 

That heavy shot and quick release is part of what makes Vesalainen so 
appealing, since it should pair nicely with his size. 

And while Vesalainen has been having difficulty getting that shot off at 
the NHL level through most of the 22 NHL games he’s played, his 
willingness to go to the front of the net was a critical piece to delivering 
that magical moment on Saturday night. 

Vesalainen parked himself in the slot and showed his soft hands - with a 
side order of hand-eye coordination - to redirect home a point shot from 
Nate Schmidt with 10.7 seconds to go in the second period, restoring 
some order for a Jets team that allowed the Predators to hang around. 

Maurice had 2020 first-rounder Cole Perfetti with Lowry and Stastny for a 
good chunk of the first two games before he was a healthy scratch and 
then subsequently reassigned to the Manitoba Moose of the American 
Hockey League to further his development. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

That opened the door back up for Vesalainen and he’s taking the 
necessary steps toward trying to cement his status. 

“I mean, it took a lot of weight from my shoulders. That was a long time 
coming so it was really nice,” said Vesalainen, who recognizes the 
opportunity for him to enhance his role. “Whenever you get a chance like 
that you have to improve your game. And obviously, you have to be 
better on the puck and I think I've showed that a little bit more but I can 
do better, too. But yeah, obviously it's a great chance for me so I have to 
take it, that's for sure.” 

While Vesalainen’s quotes may have been a tad understated and were 
certainly brief, you can learn a lot about what teammates think about a 
young player by how they react in moments like this one. 

“I think the best part is we got back in the locker room and he’s like ‘Hey 
man, great shot.’ I’m like I don’t know if it could have come in any 
slower,” said Schmidt, who chipped in three assists and is up to six 
points in five games this season. “That’s just a testament for a player 
that’s come in and gets to a place where he’s a shooter. He’s got a great 
shot, so for that to be a first goal it just shows, hey, go in there, go to that 
area, that’s where you score goals in this league. The look on his face 
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was pretty special. Everyone remembers their first goal. I’m interested 
actually to know where he’s going to put that puck.” 

Veteran Paul Stastny was actually taken aback when he heard 
Vesalainen hadn’t scored earlier in his tenure. 

"I didn't realize that until they said it,” said Stastny, who scored his first 
two goals of the season. “Yeah, that's a world of a difference. Having that 
first career goal, obviously that's awesome for him, but he was great and 
he had some chances last game. I mean, that goal he scored was 
probably his worst chance. He could have probably had four or five 
goals, and just to see the relief, that smile and all of sudden -- people 
don't realize when it's not going your way and all you do is try even 
harder and tense up even more, and sometimes it makes it even worse -- 
and once you get that first goal, once you get that first point, whatever, it 
just relaxes you a little and all of a sudden your true self comes out and 
that's kind of what we saw.” 

Maurice rewarded Vesalainen’s strong play by having him on the ice late 
in the game to protect the lead. 

“You know what, his game has been really good and we kind of felt that 
he’s trying to be a really conscientious player and keep in mind I’ve been 
playing a position he really hasn’t played before, right wing, so he’s trying 
to do a lot of the good things but we think there’s offence there,” said 
Maurice. “He’s got a fantastic shot. I know it was a tip. And then young 
players come in and they’re conscientious and a guy like (Vesalainen) 
doesn’t want to make any mistakes but this guy’s a scorer and he’s got 
fantastic hands and really hopeful there’s some confidence there that will 
grow. He’s a big man, skates well, he can really shoot the puck. We just 
think that he can get into positions to shoot it more, and then get to net 
front more and he’s starting to show it so we want to make sure… and I 
wasn’t picking favourites or happy for him and trying to throw him a bone 
or anything. I thought he was the right guy to be on the ice.” 

One of the biggest areas of concern for the Jets continues to be the 
penalty kill, which allowed two more goals in four opportunities - and had 
another wiped off the board at least momentarily thanks to a successful 
coach’s challenge for offside. 

Of course it’s early and it’s been well documented that the Jets are 
incorporating new pieces into those penalty-killing units, but a 10-for-22 
efficiency rate is something that needs some serious improvement. 

"I think the last couple of games we've been a little more aggressive, 
there was more flow to it defensively and, like I said, they happened late 
in the power play or it was weird bounces that we've got to clean up 
those little mistakes,” said Stastny. “That sometimes happens. When it 
rains it pours, and obviously that can be frustrating. But there's going to 
come a time when we don't let in a goal for six, seven, eight games and it 
all evens out like that. But this early in the season this tends to happen 
where you're unbelievable or you're very bad. You just have to fine-tune 
some things.” 

Other than the leaky penalty kill and some failed clearing attempts - 
including the one that ended up in the back of the net just 75 seconds 
into the contest - the Jets have plenty of things to build on as they head 
out on a three-game road trip through California in a much better spot 
than they were in when they returned home. 

That process of building an identity doesn’t happen overnight, but there 
are some building blocks emerging. 

“Our group, when you look at our body of work through five games now, 
you’ve seen a couple different looks to it,” said Schmidt. “You can see 
that we can play a heavy game, we can play an up and down game, and 
we can be solid defensively as well. That there are things in our game, 
when you look at the first three versus the last two, you can pick a lot of 
things that you like about it. 

“And now you have to understand that when you go back on the road, 
you’re not going to have the hometown fans jacking you up again. You 
feel that type of road pulse, and when you see that road pulse knowing 
what you’re going to get from your group. You have to bring a lot of 

energy from your room. It’s a big trip for us. This is a trip that sets you in 
the right direction as a group. And then when you come back home from 
this, hopefully we’re sitting here in seven days, and be coming back 
home with a head of steam.” 
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