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Frederick Andersen and the Canes run their record to 5-0 with a win over the Maple Leafs 

By Chip Alexander 

The Toronto Maple Leafs couldn’t spoil the night for Frederik 
Andersen. 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored three times in the second 
period in surging to a 4-1 victory over the Leafs at PNC 
Arena, staying undefeated at 5-0. And, just as importantly, 
giving Andersen a victory over his former team in the goalie’s 
fifth start and win this season. 

Last week, the Canes made sure Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return 
to Montreal went well as the forward faced the team that 
allowed him to leave after Carolina’s offer sheet. This night, it 
was Andersen ending the game with a smile, finishing with 
24 saves and named the game’s first star. 

Sebastian Aho scored his fourth of the season, tipping in a 
second-period shot, and Nino Niederreiter his second goal 
with a strong stuff later in the period. And fourth-liner Steven 
Lorentz had Canes fans up and roaring in the second, 
outfighting defenseman Rasmus Sandin to carry the puck 
down the slot and pop it through the pads of goalie Jack 
Campbell for a 2-1 lead. 

Andrei Svechnikov, who played on Aho’s line much of the 
game, had a late empty-net score -- his fifth goal of the 
season -- as Slavin picked up his second assist. 

“This group so far works hard every night,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve still got some areas to clean up 
(but) it’s good we’re finding ways to win, making big plays.” 

Lorentz’s determination and score was indicative of how the 
Canes went about their business this night. It started with 
Jordan Martinook blocking a shot, then getting the puck up 
ice to Lorentz. 

“Guys worked hard, which got us the victory in the end, and 
obviously Freddie stood on his head again,” Slavin said. 
“Playing to the last whistle and not giving (the Leafs) any 
hope is huge.” 

Andersen said he tried to avoid any “mind games” that come 
with facing former teammates and knowing their tendencies 
and over-thinking. The Leafs’ Auston Matthews, a close 
friend of Andersen’s, scored the game’s first goal with a 
wraparound but Andersen then shut things down. 

“Obviously I got caught on that play, he made a nice play,” 
Andersen said. “Obviously not so fun start but the guys 
played a helluva game and battled back and got the lead 
back.” 

The Canes brought in David Ayres to sound the warning 
siren before the game, rekindling memories of the last time 

the Canes and Leads played. Ayres’ had some myth-making 
play in that February 2020 game in Toronto, entering the 
game as the emergency backup goalie and helping the 
Canes to a 6-3 victory. 

The losing goalie that night was Andersen, not that he 
seemed to care Monday. He said he didn’t know Ayres was 
in the building or at the game. 

When the Canes faced adversity Monday, they answered, 
emphatically. 

Matthews’ goal was the first of the season and the 200th of 
his career. The Leafs (2-4-1) not only had the lead but got it 
from their biggest star. 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce was slammed into the 
boards in the first when Toronto’s Nick Ritchie put a forearm 
into Pesce’s head. 

The Canes’ Jaccob Slavin picked up a penalty in the second 
— yes, a penalty on Slavin, a hockey rarity. 

How did the Canes respond? Pesce popped up, shook off 
the hit and played. Carolina scored three times in the 
second. As for Slavin ... 

Soon after leaving the penalty box, foreign territory for the 
defenseman, Slavin gathered in the puck near the right point, 
left the Leafs’ Mitch Marner grasping at air with a nifty side 
step and stickhandling and got the puck to Niederreiter for 
the score and 3-1 lead. 

“I saw Nino down there all by himself and he took it to the 
hoop,” Slavin said. 

One of the Leafs goalies did get a nice ovation. Petr Mrazek, 
who signed with Toronto after last season, is injured and was 
seated high above the ice. The Canes welcomed him back 
on the big board and many fans rose to salute the goalie who 
helped them get back to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Campbell had a terrific first period, stopping 15 shots as 
Carolina piled up zone time but couldn’t score. The Canes 
made the most of their six shots in the second, scoring on 
half of them. 

The Canes continue the four-game homestand Thursday 
against the Boston Bruins. A sixth straight start for 
Andersen? Or Antti Raanta, another offseason acquisition, 
getting his first look? 

“I feel like I’m in a good spot right now and a good group 
going, and it’s really special when the guys play like they did 
tonight,” Andersen said. 
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Is this the Canes’ best start ever? Five observations from their win over the Maple Leafs 

By Justin Pelletier 

Faced with a deficit during an intermission for the first time 
this young season, the Hurricanes on Monday handled the 
adversity the way most people following the team the past 
few years would expect. 

Chip implanted firmly on their shoulders, the Canes exploded 
in the second period to erase — nay, eradicate — that 
deficit, added some breathing room, and finished off a team 
many expect to be firmly entrenched in the Stanley Cup 
championship discussion come May. 

In doing so, the Canes stirred some memories of success — 
many of those very recent memories. The question on many 
people’s minds, after Carolina’s torrid start, might be: Is this 
the best early-season Canes team ever? 

Well, no. 

Maybe? 

Depends on who you ask, and how you define “best,” as with 
all things subjective. 

Record-wise, no, 5-0-0 is not the best five-game start in the 
team’s 25 years (and 24 seasons) in North Carolina. It’s 
close, though. 

And it’s safe to say, as solid starts to a season go, the 
Canes’ 2021-22 debut is among the best. And almost all of 
the team’s hot starts have come in the past five years. 

In 2018-19, the Canes started 4-0-1; that loss was the first 
game of the season. In 2019-20, the team started 5-0, but 
one of those wins was in a shootout, so in a past NHL life, 
that would have been a tie. 

And last year, the Canes started the condensed season 4-1 
(ultimately 6-1). 

Even in 2005-06, the Canes didn’t start this quickly. Yes, 
they ultimately started the season 12-2-1 through 15 games, 
but they actually began a bit more slowly, going 2-2 through 
four and 3-2-1 through six games before running off nine in a 
row. 

STEVEN LORENTZ OFF THE SCHNEID 

Going into Monday night’s game, the Canes had just three 
players who’d played in a game, but who hadn’t registered a 
point. 

Make that two. 

Not that Steven Lorentz is known for, or asked to provide, 
high octane offense — the second-year grinder had a pair of 
goals and six helpers in last year’s abbreviated season — 
but it took just five games to get his first of the 2021-22 
campaign, and it was a beauty. 

Lining up on the left wing for a defensive zone faceoff, 
Lorentz shot out toward the point after Jordan Martinook won 
the puck forward off the draw. Lorentz poked the puck past 
Toronto defender Rasmus Sandin and then battled him 
hand-to-hand through the neutral zone and into the Leafs 
end, finally spinning away from the 178-pound Swedish 

defenseman and whacking the puck toward — and through 
— keeper Jack Campbell. 

SAT REUNITED 

Perhaps looking for a spark in the first period after falling 
behind 1-0, Brind’Amour reunited a popular line combination 
from a year ago, slotting Andrei Svechnikov back in with 
Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen while moving Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi onto a line with Vincent Trocheck and Martin 
Necas. 

That line, dubbed the “SAT” line for the initials (first or last) of 
the three players on it, represents the Canes’ top scoring 
forwards so far this season. The three, working separately, 
combined for 19 points through four games. 

Monday, working together, Svechnikov was nearly an early 
beneficiary of the move, sliding into the Leafs zone and firing 
a laser past Toronto keeper Jack Campbell. The shot beat 
Campbell, but rang off the crossbar and left post before 
ricocheting to the boards. 

That same line, in the second, accounted for the team’s first 
goal, when Aho tipped a shot past Campbell after a long shot 
by defender Ethan Bear from the right point. Svechnikov had 
sent the puck to Bear after digging for it deep along the right 
half wall. 

DANERGOUS HITS STILL A PROBLEM 

It’s impossible to eliminate all danger from hockey. Inherently 
there will always be risk, but in recent years the league has 
paid lip service to — and in some cases put into practice — 
measures intended to more strictly enforce plays that could 
result in serious injury, particularly to the head and neck. 

Calls for such infractions have varied greatly from officiating 
crew to officiating crew, and fines and reviews across the 
league have varied from case to case, which has left many 
fans bewildered. 

Add a hit in the first period Monday to the list of head-
scratchers. 

Just past the midway point of the opening frame, Canes 
defenseman Brett Pesce retrieved the puck behind the goal 
line, to the glove side of keeper Frederik Andersen. As he 
wheeled to his left, toward the back of the cage, he went 
down nearly to a knee as he was playing the puck. Toronto 
forward Nick Ritchie barreled into Pesce, with his hip 
appearing to drive the defender’s head into the end boards. 
Pesce at first crumbled to the ice with his head in his hands, 
and defensive partner Brady Skjei immediately fell on Ritchie 
to subdue him. 

Officials blew the play dead, but did not assess a penalty, 
leading to a cascade of boos from the Canes faithful. 

POWERFUL PENALTY KILL 

One of the key statistics that has helped the Canes to start 
well this season is the team’s penalty efficiency on the 
penalty kill. Through five games, Carolina has allowed two 
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goals while shorthanded on 20 tries, a success rate of 90 
percent, which ranks them in the top 5 in the NHL. 

The first opportunity Toronto had with the power play 
Monday came early in the second period, and the Leafs had 
trouble establishing themselves in the offensive zone. 

Later in the second, the Leafs had a second chance with an 
extra skater, and they again sputtered. Toronto only had two 
total shots on goal on the power play. 

In the third, still trailing by a pair of goals, the Leafs had an 
abbreviated power play after a pair of penalties — one to 
each team — just 34 seconds apart. 
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LeBrun: The Hurricanes offseason goalie gamble on Frederik Andersen has paid off so far 

By Pierre LeBrun  

It was an offseason like few others when you consider nine 
NHL teams brought in new starting goalies. We’ll look back 
after the season and ponder how the 2021 goalie carousel 
paid off for some. 

There were notable additions in goal in places like Colorado 
(Darcy Kuemper), Seattle (Philipp Grubauer), Boston (Linus 
Ullmark), Chicago (Marc-Andre Fleury), Toronto (Petr 
Mrazek), Arizona (Carter Hutton/Karel Vejmelka), San Jose 
(Adin Hill/James Reimer), Detroit (Alex Nedeljkovic), Buffalo 
(Craig Anderson) and well, Carolina. 

The Hurricanes at one point in late July didn’t have a single 
NHL goalie under contract for this season after deciding to 
let Mrzaek and Reimer go to market and dealing away 
Nedeljkovic to Detroit in a deal that didn’t please some 
Canes fans. 

But it was a calculated bet. Frederik Andersen was high on 
their list of goaltending targets. 

“Going into free agency, we had our list of goalies that would 
be free,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said. “And then we 
also had a list of guys that were available through trade. We 
made a decision to move past our goalies from last year, 
knowing that there were pretty good options in free agency.” 

The Hurricanes targeted Andersen despite a disappointing, 
injury-filled season last year. That didn’t dissuade Carolina’s 
interest one bit. They did their homework and felt 
comfortable Andersen was a worthy, bounceback candidate. 
As Waddell puts it, a lot of players around the league 
struggled last year in a weird, COVID-protocol-filled season. 

“We didn’t put a lot of weight into everything that happened 
last year,” Waddell said. “When we looked at the goalies 
available, and obviously our goalie coach was involved, and 
analytics and scouts, we made the determination that Freddy 
was a guy that would give us a chance to be better in goal. 

“We’ve had a bit of a merry-go-round in goal and made the 
decision to move past what we had and take a shot at the 
open market, or we were also in pretty good discussions with 
two teams on trades that didn’t materialize.’’ 

While Waddell would not say, separate sources confirm 
Kuemper for sure was one of the goalies Carolina had 
multiple trade discussions on. 

And that was the intriguing aspect of the goalie carousel last 
summer as far as some of the same teams involved in 
overlapping conversations on both trade targets and UFAs. 

For example, Colorado and Carolina for sure were tied 
together on a few things. Not only did Kuemper end up with 
the Avalanche, but as I reported in my free-agent wrap-up 
piece July 29, Colorado had serious interest in Andersen as 
well. And I’m not so sure Colorado wasn’t Andersen’s No. 1 

option — and who could blame him? But the timing never 
lined up. 

For starters, the Avs would have needed to cut bait on 
Grubauer way before they did. Those contract negotiations 
spilled way into the first day of free agency on July 28, 
forcing Andersen to make a decision. He can’t sit around and 
risk having the music stop and not having a starting gig or at 
least a spot he coveted. 

The Hurricanes’ option was very appealing to Andersen. So 
he took Carolina’s two-year, $9-million offer early in free 
agency that day. 

But while Waddell couldn’t be 100 percent sure it was 
Colorado, he knew Andersen had other options, and well, it 
just so happens Andersen’s agent, Claude Lemieux, is pretty 
good pals with Avs GM Joe Sakic so it was a decent guess. 

“I knew Freddy had other options,” Waddell said. “Certainly, 
we were aware of that. When the time came, we put all our 
chips on the table, talked to his representation and were able 
to reach a quick deal.’’ 

And it’s not like it was Andersen or bust. As Waddell said, 
they explored other avenues, including attempting to sign 
Jonathan Bernier after getting his rights in the Nedeljkovic 
trade. 

“Correct, we had his rights and talked to his representation 
multiple times,” Waddell said of Bernier, who ended up 
signing in New Jersey. “That was an option that was there 
until the day of free agency, also.’’ 

But getting Andersen early in free agency was mission 
accomplished for the Canes. 

Meanwhile, after Grubauer bolted to Seattle, the Avs had to 
wait until about 8 p.m. ET on July 28 to land Kuemper via 
trade, an overpay asset-wise to get him (Connor Timmins, a 
2022 first-round pick plus a 2024 conditional third-round 
pick). But the Avs had no choice at that point having failed to 
re-sign Grubauer late into the day and missing out on 
Andersen because of it. 

But hey, if the Avs win the Stanley Cup next summer with 
Kuemper in goal, they won’t care about the overpay. 

Meanwhile, Andersen is off to a terrific start (4-0-0, .944 SP) 
in Carolina. He faces his former team the Maple Leafs on 
Monday night. 

The Canes are also happy with the addition of backup Antti 
Ranta but there were certainly a few anxious days last 
summer. 

After trading Nedeljkovic to Detroit on July 22, the Canes 
went six days until the opening of free agency without a 
single NHL goalie under contract for the 2021-22 season. 
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Not ideal. Not when the whole world knows it. 

“It was a nervous time, yes, definitely,’’ Waddell said with a 
hint of a chuckle. “When you make the decision to explore 
the market, you’re always nervous because while we had 
done our homework, there’s always risk. But we knew which 

teams needed starting goalies, we had 2-3 months to 
prepare that, knowing which guys were going to be free. 

“So, we thought it was a good, calculated risk that we take.’’ 

It looks like a good one very early into this season. Although 
we won’t truly know until the playoffs. 

 

 

Andersen stays perfect, Hurricanes dazzle in win over Leafs 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes thoroughly outplayed 
the Toronto Maple Leafs in the first period of Monday’s home 
game but still trailed by a goal, the first time this season they 
were behind after any period. 

The Hurricanes made sure to not let it happen again. 

After tying the game on a Sebastian Aho goal, Carolina used 
two highlight-reel plays in the second period to pull away 
from the Maple Leafs in a 4-1 win and improve to 5-0-0 on 
the season in front of 14,011 fans at PNC Arena. 

Steven Lorentz scored his first of the year just before the 
game’s midway point, using his 30-pound weight advantage 
to bull through Toronto defenseman Rasmus Sandin and 
slide the puck past goalie Jack Campbell (32 saves) to give 
Carolina a lead it wouldn’t relinquish. 

“I was fortunate enough to get a good step,” Lorentz said, 
“and I think I just won the body positioning against their D-
man, and I just wanted to get the puck to the net. … I didn’t 
know if there was gonna be a rebound or not, but I’m very 
fortunate that went in.” 

Then Jaccob Slavin — having just served his first penalty of 
the year to match his total from all of last season — 
undressed Leafs winger Mitch Marner in the Toronto zone 
and set up Nino Niederreiter’s second goal of the year for a 
3-1 lead at 16:49 of the middle frame. 

“I got around him and then both guys came to me,” Slavin 
said of his deke past Marner. So I saw him down there all by 
himself, and he took it to the hoop and good things happen. 
That was a big goal at a big time. That’s a big kill before that, 
thankfully.” 

Lost a bit in the Hurricanes’ offensive theatrics was the main 
storyline coming into the game: Frederik Andersen playing 
his old team for the first time. 

With legendary emergency goalie David Ayres — the man 
who stunningly beat Andersen in Toronto on Feb. 22, 2020 
— in the building, Carolina’s new netminder shook off an 
early goal against and shut down the Leafs the rest of the 
way. The only shot that got past Andersen (24 saves) came 
at 3:25 of the first period when Auston Matthews — without a 
point coming into the game — scored on a wraparound to 
give the Leafs a 1-0 lead. 

While Andersen said it was still “too soon” to address how it 
felt to be on the other side of Ayres game, he was able to 
quickly shake off the Matthews goal to get his fifth win in as 
many games while improving both his goals-against average 
(1.60) and league-leading save percentage (.946). 

“You’re gonna get scored on, you’re going to make saves,” 
Andersen said of bouncing back from the first goal. “No 
matter what happens, you’ve just got to be able to get ready 
for the next one. 

“Take a sip of water and forget about it — just have that 
short memory and try to stay present.” 

Lorentz also had a short memory, tucking away the good 
feelings from his goal to make a sliding block of a Jake 
Muzzin slap shot just over two minutes later. 

“Obviously, it felt great, especially for the confidence,” 
Lorentz said of the goal. “But at the same time, I have a job 
to do. … I kind of had to put that goal behind me a little bit. 
Obviously, that excitement’s still there. But like I said, I have 
a job to do and that’s what I did.” 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour was quick to credit Lorentz for how 
he’s continuing to develop after playing just the 50th game of 
his NHL career. 

“He’s just been great for us,” Brind’Amour said. “We love his 
attitude. We love when he comes to the rink every day, he 
fits everything we’re doing here. You like to see him have 
that reward. … And it was a huge goal.” 
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Preview: Canes vs. Maple Leafs 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Since their regular season opener 11 days 
ago at PNC Arena, the Carolina Hurricanes picked up three 
wins away from home, now touting a flawless 4-0-0 record. 

Tonight they return to their home territory, beginning a 
stretch of four games in seven days, starting with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

When: Monday, October 25, 7 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

PROJECTED LINEUP 

Canes Record: 4-0-0 (8 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-1 Win @ Columbus on Saturday, 
October 23 

Maple Leafs Record: 2-3-1 (5 Points, T-4th - Atlantic 
Division) 

Maple Leafs Last Game: 7-1 Loss @ Pittsburgh on Saturday, 
October 23 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES 

Andersen To Face Former Team: Canes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen has played so well to start the season that he 

would be a story entering tonight's contest, regardless of 
who his club were facing. Carrying a .944 save percentage 
(SV%) through four games, Andersen has started every 
contest for the team this season and now tonight he could 
start against some of his old teammates. A member of the 
organization for five years, the native of Denmark 
backstopped Toronto to the playoffs in four of those seasons. 

The Production Factory: As good as Andersen has been to 
start the season for the Canes, the offense has been a high 
note for the team as well. Touting six players at or above a 
point-per-game, the club has scored 18 goals in four games. 
Andrei Svechnikov leads the group with seven points in four 
games, including four goals. Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen both have six points in the team's four contests 
this season. 

Milestone Watch: Defenseman Ian Cole is set to play his 
600th NHL game tonight. Since the 2010-11 season, Cole 
has played 167 contests for the St. Louis Blues, 218 for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, 20 for the Columbus Blue Jackets, 138 
for the Colorado Avalanche, 52 for the Minnesota Wild and 
tonight is expected to be his fifth game played for the Canes. 

Merch Item of the Game: Don't miss out on tonight's Item of 
the Game, a red home sweater, featured on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Recap: Canes Tie Franchise Record, Win Fifth Straight To Start Season 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes matched their 
franchise record for most consecutive wins to start a season 
Monday, defeating the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-1. 

The Rundown 

Despite Toronto's goal in the opening minutes of the contest, 
the Canes were the stronger team in the opening 20. 
Leading in shots by a count of 15-8, the home team wasn't 
able to find the back of the net until the second period, but 
when they did, they did in a flurry. 

To begin the sequence of three goals in just under ten 
minutes, Sebastian Aho contributed the team's first just with 
a simple tip in front of Jack Campbell. The Ethan Bear shot 
from the wall just caught enough of Aho's stick to tie the 
game up at 1-1. 

The game remained tied for just 2:23 before Carolina took 
their first lead of the night. In their defensive end, a lost 
faceoff resulted in a shot attempt from the point by Toronto's 
Travis Dermott. A mere foot in front of him was Jordan 
Martinook though, who blocked the shot out to center where 
the Steven Lorentz show would then begin. Battling against 
Dermott's defensive partner Rasmus Sandin, Lorentz won 
the puck battle as he worked toward Jack Campbell, before 
getting off a knuckling shot that squeaked through the five-
hole to make it 2-1. 

Certainly an energy boost seeing their fourth line get 
rewarded for their hard work, the Canes then got their third 
goal courtesy of an outstanding individual effort from Jaccob 
Slavin. Minutes after taking a minor penalty and in turn 
matching his entire 2020-21 season with a grand total of two 
penalty minutes, Slavin picked up the puck as it came toward 
the blue line before dancing around Mitch Marner. Working 
deeper in the zone, Slaving shuffled the puck net-side to 
Nino Niederreiter, who pulled a power move toward the front 
of the net and tucked it past Campbell to make it 3-1.  

Toronto was able to construct some pressure in the third 
period, however, once again a story on the night, Frederik 
Andersen turned away all efforts thrown his way in the third. 
An Andrei Svechnikov empty net goal closed out the contest 
at 4-1. 

The team's victory matches their five straight wins that they 
opened the 2019-20 season with, etching it in the history 
books as an all-time best. 

Andersen, Again 

For the third straight game Canes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen allowed just one goal.   

After his good friend Auston Matthews got the better of him 
with a swift wraparound move to start the first period, the 
Dane then locked it in, denying the next 18 that came his 
way. 

Finishing with a line of 24 stops on 25 total attempts by his 
former team, Andersen's season save percentage now has 
moved to .946%. 

Addtionally, tonight he became just the second goaltender in 
NHL history to start a season 5-0-0 with a new team through 
the first five games.  

What They Said About It: 

Frederik Andersen on his performance tonight: 

"I feel like I'm in a really good spot right now. This is a really 
good group. It's really special when the guys play like they 
played tonight. Everyone battled for each other, blocked 
shots, making plays." 

Steven Lorentz on Frederik Andersen's efforts as of late: 

"Freddie's just been a rock. We knew coming in that he had 
that calm, cool, collected demeanor about him and it's great 
just to be able to see him with such poise and such 
confidence and have the ability to bail you out when you 
make mistakes. Watching him play and get a win against his 
old team is really special. We're happy for him." 

Rod Brind'Amour on what he's liked most about his team 
through the first five wins: 

"I just like how hard we're playing. We're not always going to 
be perfect and we don't expect it to be, but the effort is there 
and it's making up for a lot of the mistakes we're making. Our 
compete level has been really good. I love the work ethic of 
our group." 

What's Next? 

The team has scheduled practices Tuesday and Wednesday 
before a back-to-back set against Boston and Chicago on 
Thursday and Friday. 
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Hurricanes defeat Maple Leafs, remain undefeated 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes remained 
undefeated with a 4-1 win against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
at PNC Arena on Monday. 

Frederik Andersen made 24 saves in his first game against 
Toronto since signing a two-year contract with Carolina on 
July 28. 

"The most difficult part was to not think about what they're 
going to do because I know them so well," said Andersen, 
who played his previous five seasons with the Maple Leafs. 
"You kind of play those mind games a little bit. It was tough 
mentally to shut that off and not try to analyze every play and 
just react to it." 

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and an assist, and Jaccob 
Slavin had two assists for the Hurricanes (5-0-0). 

Auston Matthews scored his first goal of the season for the 
Maple Leafs (2-4-1), who are 0-3-1 in their past four games. 
Jack Campbell made 32 saves. 

"When you're playing against the Carolina Hurricanes, I think 
they set the standard in the League," Toronto coach Sheldon 
Keefe said. "Despite the fact that we competed at a higher 
level today that was required in the game, it's still not to the 
level necessary to be able to compete with a team like that. 
That's the hardest game we've played this season by a wide 
margin." 

Matthews gave the Maple Leafs a 1-0 lead at 3:25 of the first 
period when he gathered the puck in the left corner and 
tucked the puck inside the right post on a wraparound. 

"It feels good," Matthews said. "I would rather have taken the 
win, but hopefully that's a positive step for me moving 
forward." 

Sebastian Aho tied it 1-1 at 7:02 of the second period on a 
redirection of Ethan Bear's shot from the point. 

Steven Lorentz then gave Carolina a 2-1 lead at 9:25, 
winning a battle in the slot with Maple Leafs defenseman 
Rasmus Sandin before spinning and beating Campbell five-
hole. 

"I was fortunate enough to get a good step and I won the 
body positioning against their D-man," Lorentz said. "I just 
wanted to get the puck to the net. I didn't know if there would 
be a rebound or not, but I'm very fortunate it went in." 

Said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour, "[Campbell] was 
playing really well. To that point he was the difference in the 
game. We were able to get a couple that found their way in. 
Once you get ahead, the game changes a little bit." 

Nino Niederreiter pushed the lead to 3-1 at 16:49 of the 
second. Slavin stickhandled past Mitchell Marner before 
passing to Niederreiter, who skated out from along the goal 
line and slid the puck five-hole again on Campbell. 

"I felt really good, but those three goals, I have the ability to 
make those saves," Campbell said. "(If) I make those saves, 
we win the game." 

Svechnikov scored an empty-net goal at 19:00 of the third 
period for the 4-1 final. He has nine points (five goals, four 
assists) during a season-opening five-game point streak. 

"I like how hard we're playing," Brind'Amour said. "It's not 
always going to be perfect, and you don't always expect it to 
be, but the effort is there and it's making up for a lot of the 
mistakes we're making. I love the work ethic of the group." 

NOTES: Carolina is 5-0-0 for the second time in its history 
(2019-20). … Toronto was 0-for-3 on the power play and is 
0-for-14 in its past five games. … Maple Leafs forward Nick 
Ritchie, who played on the top line in the first six games, 
played on the fourth line Monday. … Hurricanes defenseman 
Ian Cole played in his 600th NHL game.  … Aho has seven 
points (four goals, three assists) during a season-opening 
five-game point streak.
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Andersen stops former team, streaking Hurricanes beat Leafs 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Frederik Andersen made 24 saves 
against his former team and the unbeaten Carolina 
Hurricanes matched the best five-game start in franchise 
history by defeating the struggling Toronto Maple Leafs 4-1 
on Monday night. 

Sebastian Aho, Steven Lorentz and Nino Niederreiter scored 
second-period goals for the Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov 
added an empty-netter and Jaccob Slavin had two assists. 

Carolina also was 5-0-0 in 2019-20. 

“This group is going to work hard every night,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve still got some areas to 
clean up. It’s good that we’re finding ways to win.” 

Andersen has been the only goalie used by the Hurricanes 
this season. His latest performance came with personal 
connections to the opponent. 

“I was trying not to think too much about it,” Andersen said. 
“It was kind of tough mentally to kind of shut that off and not 
try to analyze every play and what they might do.” 

Jack Campbell stopped 31 shots for Toronto, which is 0-3-1 
in its past four games and has managed just one goal in 
three of them. 

“We’ve just got to believe,” left wing Michael Bunting said. “I 
think we’re confident to get out of this rut.” 

Auston Matthews opened the scoring for the Maple Leafs 
with his first goal of the season. His wraparound came 3:25 
in.  

With the Hurricanes failing to score in the first period, it 
meant they trailed entering the second for the first time this 
season. 

“I thought our first period was our best period of play and we 
were down 1-0,” Brind’Amour said. “It was kind of weird how 
the game kind of went that way.” 

Aho and Lorentz scored less than 2 1/2 minutes apart in the 
second. Aho has a point in every Carolina game this season, 
while Lorentz got his first goal of the season. 

The Maple Leafs were their busiest in the third period, 
recording nine shots. But they couldn’t solve Andersen 
again. 

“Freddie has just been a rock,” Lorentz said. 

ABOUT TIME  

Matthews was the NHL leader in goals with 41 last season, 
so getting him in the scoring column was key. He was 
without an assist across his first three games as well. 

Matthews wasn’t pleased with the outcome, but he tried to 
find a positive with his goal. 

“Hopefully, that’s a good step for me moving forward,” he 
said. 

YOU MUST BE TRIPPING 

Slavin, a defenseman, was called for a second-period 
tripping penalty. That was his first penalty in more than 1,074 
minutes of ice time dating to last March. The stretch included 
the 2021 playoffs and covered parts of 45 games. 

“It was me,” Slavin said of the infraction. “I talked to the ref 
about it.” 

GOALIE APPRECIATIONS 

David Ayres, who made history in February 2020 by 
becoming the only emergency backup goalie to get an NHL 
victory when he rescued the Hurricanes against the Maple 
Leafs in Toronto, was honored again in Raleigh. This time, 
he handled the pregame siren ringing to welcome the 
Hurricanes to the ice. 

Andersen was on the Toronto side for that unusual situation. 

“A fun story for many people, but not in our room that year,” 
Andersen said. 

A bit later Monday, Petr Mrazek, who was Carolina’s top 
goalie for parts of the past three seasons but is out of the 
Toronto lineup because of an injury, received a big ovation 
when introduced during the first period. He acknowledged 
the crowd from an upper-arena box. 

UP NEXT 

Maple Leafs: Finish a three-game road trip Wednesday night 
at Chicago. 

Hurricanes: Host the Boston Bruins on Thursday night in the 
opening part of their first back-to-back of the season. 
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Red-hot Frederik Andersen could add to Maple Leafs' misery 

By Luke Fox 

RALEIGH, NC -- Zoom the microscope out from the Toronto 
Maple Leafs’ latest referendum on themselves, and the wider 
picture doesn’t do them any favours. 

A couple of core guys who walked for nothing in the summer 
seemingly have it all in the fall. 

There’s Zach Hyman, all tap-ins and hockey hugs in 
Edmonton, scoring more goals (five) than Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner, John Tavares, William Nylander and Nick 
Ritchie combined. 

And there’s Frederik Andersen, assuming his traditional 
workload and thriving in a non-traditional market. 

The Edmonton Oilers and Carolina Hurricanes hold perfect 
records. Maybe Hyman and Andersen got out at the right 
time, panicky Leaf fans are thinking. 

Overworked and banged up, Andersen’s five (mostly) solid 
years as Toronto’s steady last line of defence ended rather 
unceremoniously. The once-great Dane shuffled through a 
couple of middling games with the Marlies and one last 
meaningless loss in Ottawa. 

There was a trade for David Rittich because the team felt it 
needed a 2B, and a baton passed to fan favourite Jack 
Campbell. 

Scotiabank Arena’s “Fred-die!” chants faded, replaced by the 
deep bellowed “Soooooooup!” 

Well, in a classic athlete-needs-change-of-scenery narrative, 
Fredzilla has risen. 

Signed, ironically, by the club that first drafted him as a 
seventh-rounder back in 2010 and had tried to trade for him 
in the 2020 off-season, Andersen has been -- to borrow 
close friend Matthews’ phrase -- a brick wall in Raleigh. 

Andersen has a pristine 4-0-0 record and 1.75 goals-against 
average. His .944 save percentage is the best in hockey. 
And the guy Andersen was essentially swapped for, Petr 
Mrazek, went down with a groin injury 40 minutes into his 
Leafs tenure. 

There is no question which team holds the confidence card 
Monday, when Andersen stares down his old mates, fresh off 
their 7-1 shaming in Pittsburgh. 

“He's been good there, so it's good for him,” says Marner, 
who’s been watching Andersen’s highlights and caught a 
couple of Canes games on TV. 

“He was a big part of my journey here in Toronto. For the first 
five years there, he was a big part of helping me out, getting 
me involved and making me feel comfortable and part of this 
team -- him and Marty (Matt Martin). So, it's gonna be great 
seeing him. He’s meant a lot to my family and myself. 

“It was tough seeing him leave, but he's done a great job 
over there.” 

This early in the season, there would typically be plenty of 
time to fraternize with former teammates. 

But sticks are vice-gripped and circumstances are strained in 
Leafland right now. 

Neither Marner nor Matthews -- two of Andersen’s besties -- 
has scored a goal. And the urgency of these October games 
appears to have eluded too many men in Blue and White. 

“Our job here is to make it tough on him Monday,” Marner 
says. “Try to get around him and try to make it 
uncomfortable.” 

Uncomfortable is a gentle way to describe the All or Nothing 
docuseries scenes that gave us a peek into coach Sheldon 
Keefe and GM Kyle Dubas’s frustration with the uncertainty 
surrounding Andersen’s health around the trade deadline. 

But Andersen says, “Shows like that try to play up the 
drama,” and shoots down the notion of any hard feelings 
between himself and his former employer. 

"Not at all," Andersen says. "At least not on my part." 

Fair or not, the goalie has a reputation in hockey circles for 
not wanting to play unless he’s feeling 100 per cent. It’s a 
culture that has always romanticized athletes who play 
through pain. 

"I think I did what I could," Andersen says of last spring’s 
knee recovery. "I did the best that I could to try to get as 
healthy as possible. It just wasn't enough time to feel at my 
best. 

"That is obviously is in the past. I'm happy to have had the 
summer that I did, to feel healthy and play again." 

The soft-spoken Andersen credits his Hurricanes teammates 
for welcoming him with open arms and his ability to stay in 
the moment for his early success. 

Andersen, 32, has rebounded nicely from the career-worst 
.895 save percentage he posted in his Maple Leafs swan 
song. 

"The guys have been really helpful and been really 
welcoming, so that's made the transition really easy,” he 
says. "I think last year I was too hard on myself. Just being in 
good position, being set early and allowing my athletic ability 
to kind of come out. I think that's been working so far. 

"I really enjoyed living in Toronto. It's an amazing city with 
amazing people. There are a lot of friendships I made there, 
and I'm going to cherish them for a long time." 

One of those friends is Campbell, who is vowing to respond 
strong from Saturday’s debacle in Pittsburgh. 
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“I talked to Freddie for a little bit, and it looks like he's doing 
well,” Campbell says. “A great buddy of a lot of guys in this 
locker room and great teammate and happy to see him do 
well. But we obviously need a big two points, and we're 
going to be ready to go.” 

Win or lose, Andersen will be a major storyline Monday, as 
the Leafs either snuff the skid or get beat by the guy they let 
walk. 

Yet with things sliding off the rails in Toronto, not every Leaf 
wants to participate in the Andersen revenge narrative. 

“To be honest, I'm not too worried about that,” Jake Muzzin 
responds, polite but blunt. “We’ve got other things to worry 
about, I think, in our room.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: Panthers take over top spot; Rangers, Oilers climb 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we are still 
in that murky gray area of the NHL season where teams are 
producing some wildly unexpected results. There is a lot of 
noise at this point in the season where we try to sort out what 
is for real, what is a mirage, and who needs to start thinking 
about hitting the panic button. 

One thing that does seem pretty clear, though? The 
Panthers look legit, and they take over the No. 1 spot in this 
week’s NHL Power Rankings thanks to a 5-0 start heading 
into Monday. Not only are they unbeaten, they have flat out 
dominated (what should be) some of the best teams in the 
league. 

The Oilers and  Rangers also make big jumps, while Vegas 
takes an unexpected fall. We take a look at all of that and 
more. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1.  Florida Panthers (Last week: 2). They look fantastic. 
Maybe even better than the preseason expectations. It is 
okay to get excited, Panthers fans. Your team is legit. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 1). If Frederik Andersen 
bounces back here that answers a big, important question for 
the Hurricanes. 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 3). They have played without 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, and now are without 
Bryan Rust and Kris Letang. They are still scoring five goals 
per game and looking like their Stanley Cup window is still 
open. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 13). When you have Connor 
McDavid and Leon Drasaitil you should be one of the best 
teams in the league. Not sure if the Oilers are anything close 
to that, but you can not argue with the start. 

5. St. Louis Blues (LW: 9). Jordan Kyrou looks like he is 
about to have a breakout season for the Blues, and that will 
be a welcome development. 

6. New York Rangers (LW: 16). Now that Henrik Lundqvist is 
no longer there to steal games Igor Shesterkin has arrived to 
take over that role. 

7. Boston Bruins (LW: 6). Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak are picking right up where they left off — 
dominating. As long as that line is going, they have a chance 
on most nights. 

8. Minnesota Wild (LW: 7). They are 4-1 entering the week 
despite getting so-so goaltending and zero goals (but five 
assists) from Kirill Kaprizov. The goaltending will get better 
and Kaprizov will start scoring goals. 

9. Washington Capitals (LW: 10). The two big questions for 
the Capitals this season were goaltending and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov bouncing back. So far so good on both fronts. 

10. New York Islanders (LW: 12). They are starting to put it 
together, and Ilya Sorokin is taking over the goaltending job. 
He is dominating. 

11. San Jose Sharks (LW: 26). A bounce back year for Erik 
Karlsson seems like a must for this team to be competitive. 
He has six points in five games so far. 

12. Dallas Stars (LW: 14). They needed Tyler Seguin and 
Alexander Radulov back in the lineup. Now they need them 
to start scoring goals. 

13. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 5). They have not yet found 
their game. Their only two wins came in overtime and they 
have not actually played with a lead during any game this 
season this season. 

14. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 4). Do not get used to this 
spot. They are going to get this right. But they are not there 
yet. 

15. New Jersey Devils (LW: 19). Jack Hughes‘ injury takes a 
little wind out of the sails during a nice start. They need him.  

16. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 17). Cam Atkinson looks like a 
perfect fit and Joel Farabee is at the very beginning of a 
major breakout season. All eyes shift to the goaltending, 
which has been very good so far! 

17. Calgary Flames (LW: 20). What a great start for Elias 
Lindholm with six goals in the first four games. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 23). They need Elvis 
Merzlikins and Patrik Laine to dominate to keep them in it. 
Both players have been very good so far. 

19. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 25). It is going to be 
remembered as the Conor Garland trade and not the Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson trade. 

20. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 27). Great sign for the Jets: Pierre-
Luc Dubois is off to a fantastic start. 
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21. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 22). Get excited about Lucas 
Raymond and Moritz Seider. These are going to be the 
players to turn this thing around. 

22. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 8). If there is a team that does 
not deserve the benefit of the doubt early in the season it is 
this team. 

23. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 11). The main problem here 
is injuries. A lot of them. To significant players. That better be 
the problem, anyway. 

24. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 24). It was a fun start but reality is 
going to start setting in here. 

25. Ottawa Senators (LW: 21). Even with .925 goaltending 
this season they have still only won two of their first five 
games. Not a great sign. 

26. Seattle Kraken (LW: 15). They have lost two third period 
leads during this four-game losing streak entering the week. 
They spent a lot of money on defense and goaltending to 
protect those leads. 

27. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 18). Anze Kopitar is still great 
but things have really gone down hill since that big season 
opening win against the Golden Knights. 

28. Nashville Predators (LW: 29). Big win against Minnesota 
on Sunday night, but still not sure about this team if Juuse 
Saros is not superman in net. 

29. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 28). Nice start for John Gibson, 
and there is some promising young talent here. That makes 
for a promising future. Present is still pretty bleak for the 
Ducks. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 31). Offense finally woke up 
against Detroit. Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield combining for 
zero goals and two assists through six games is making it 
difficult on the offense. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 30). Not sure what else to say 
here except this has to be what everybody expected this 
season. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 32). Not sure what else to say 
here except this has been the absolute worst team in the 
league so far and every game seems to be a new 
embarrassment for them. Record setting. 
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Canes beat Maple Leafs, tie franchise record with fifth straight win to open season 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes returned home and stayed hot 
Monday night in PNC Arena, beating the Toronto Maple 
Leafs 4-1 to tie their franchise record with their fifth straight 
win to open up the season.  

The Canes controlled the game from the puck drop and 
played a fast-paced and commanding first period, though a 
single goal from Auston Matthews had the Maple Leafs up 1-
0 at the first break. 

The floodgates opened for the Hurricanes in the second 
period though, as Carolina netted three in the middle frame. 
Sebastian Aho had the first to extend his point streak to five 
games, with Steven Lorentz and Nino Niederreieter adding 
the second and third. Andrei Svechnikov added an empty 
netter, his fifth goal of the season. 

In net, Frederik Andersen stopped 24 of 25 shots faced 
against his former team to get his fifth straight win to open 
the season. Jack Campbell was fantastic in Toronto’s net, 
stopping 32 of 35 shots faced and making a couple great 
saves to keep the Maple Leafs in the contest.  

The Maple Leafs got on the board first just 3:25 into the 
game on a pretty ugly sequence for Carolina. Ethan Bear 
misplayed a puck and turned it over, then got worked behind 
the net by Matthews.  

Matthews went with the wraparound and slotted it easily past 
Andersen, who certainly could have done more. The goal 
was the 200th of Matthews’ career and the first of his 
season. 

The Canes got the game’s first power play a little bit later in 
the first period, and once again Carolina’s special teams 
units looked very good. Both power play groups got some 
great looks and challenged Campbell, but the Toronto 
netminder held firm and turned everything away.  

The Hurricanes had as near a miss as you can have in the 
waning minutes of the opening period, as Svechnikov got 
alone behind the Toronto defense and unleashed a beautiful 
wrister past Campbell.  

Svechnikov’s shot got the crossbar and the post before 
bouncing the wrong way for the Canes, as the Russian 
winger raised his arms and thought he had scored on the ice.  

Carolina entered the first break down 1-0 but up 15-8 shots, 
looking like the better team for most of the opening 20 
minutes.  

The Canes easily killed off a Brett Pesce penalty early in the 
second period without allowing a shot, and they followed that 
up with two great chances but still no goal. Vincent Trocheck 
completely missed the net on a breakaway, and Jesper Fast 
shot a great pass from Jordan Martinook straight into 
Campbell’s pad.  

Rod Brind’Amour shifted the lines around late in the first 
period, reuniting the Svechnikov-Aho-Teuvo Teravainen line, 
and it paid off. The Canes finally beat Campbell a few 
minutes after the Fast and Trocheck chances on a perfectly 
executed set after an offensive-zone faceoff win.  

Aho won the battle on the dot and got out in front of net, as 
Bear unloaded a powerful shot that Aho got his stick to for 
the tip-in. It was Aho’s fourth of the season, while Andrei 
Svechnikov extended his point streak to five games with the 
secondary assist.  

The Canes doubled their lead two minutes later, as Lorentz 
showed off some work in the weight room to score on a 
fantastic individual effort. Jordan Martinook blocked a shot in 
the defensive zone and Lorentz collected the puck, holding 
off Rasmus Sandin and slotting a shot through Campbell’s 
five-hole. The goal was Lorentz’s first of the new season, 
while Martinook got his first assist.  

After the Canes successfully killed off a very rare Jaccob 
Slavin penalty, they made it 3-1 thanks to an incredible move 
from the man who took his first trip to the box in 45 games. 
Slavin controlled the puck near the blue line and made a cut 
to absolutely undress Mitch Marner, threading a pass to 
Niederreiter after.  

Niederreiter used a great move himself to beat Campbell in 
the crease, doubling the Canes lead with his second goal of 
the season. 

The third period was the worst of the game for the Canes but 
not too eventful. Carolina had an abbreviated power play 
wiped out by a Trocheck hooking, but neither team scored 
during the special teams segment. The Canes got another 
power play a few minutes later in the third, but again couldn’t 
find the net.  

Svechnikov got his fifth goal in as many games late, bagging 
the empty netter to make it 4-1.  

The Canes will stay at home for a few more games, as the 
Boston Bruins will come to Raleigh Thursday night.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Lorentz, Andersen discuss win over Leafs 

By Alec Sawyer   

The Carolina Hurricanes stayed perfect Monday night in 
PNC Arena, beating the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-1 in a 
dominant performance.  

The Canes got goals from Sebastian Aho, Steven Lorentz, 
Nino Niederreiter and Andrei Svechnikov, while Jaccob 
Slavin picked up two assists. In net, Frederik Andersen made 
24 saves to take down his former team.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Slavin, 
Lorentz and Andersen spoke with members of the media. 
Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if this was the Canes’ most complete effort: I don’t even 
know if that was our best game. Actually, I thought our first 
period was our best period we played, and we were down 1-
0. Kind of weird how the game went that way. This group so 
far works hard. They’re going to work hard every night. 
We’ve still got some areas to clean up. It’s good that we’re 
finding ways to win, making big plays. Look at the Slavin 
goal, it’s Nino’s goal, but it’s a great individual effort that 
leads to the goal. [Jordan Martinook]’s block and [Lorentz] 
makes a big play. It’s the individual effort goals. That’s great. 
You’ve got to have those.  

On Steven Lorentz: The whole play. It starts with the blocked 
shot and then getting it out. It was a second, third effort and 
he found a way to squeak it in. Their goalie was playing 
really well. At that point I think he was the difference in the 
game. We were able to get a couple there and found our way 
in. Once you get ahead, the game changes a little bit.  

On why Andersen has earned the confidence to start every 
game: Well, it’s pretty obvious. He’s obviously played pretty 
well. He’s real calm in there. And then the way the schedule 
is set up early in the season. We’re getting to it now where 
we are definitely going to start rolling two goalies out. We’ve 
got to get [Antti Raanta going]. But early on I just felt like 
there was no reason to not to.  

On Lorentz making a big block a couple shifts after his goal: 
He’s one of those guys that has kind of earned his way into 
the league. We talked a lot about that last year. He’s still not 
got a lot of experience game wise in the NHL. He’s just been 
great for us. We love his attitude. We love the way he comes 
to the rink every day. He fits everything we are doing here. 
You like to see him have that reward. For guys like that who 
work hard, they don’t always get on the scoresheet. It was 
nice. It was a huge goal for us.  

On what he’s liked the most overall through five games: I just 
like how hard we are playing. To a man, I feel like everybody 
is not always going to be perfect, and you don’t expect them 
to be. But the effort is there. It’s making up for a lot of the 
mistakes that we are making. The compete level has been 
really good. If you ask me the one thing that stands out, I 
love the work effort of the group.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On his assist to set up Niederreiter: [Jordan Staal] had it in 
the high slot there and I saw it bounce up over his stick. I had 
some momentum, and so it’s easier to make a play like that 
when you’ve got some speed. I got it at the blue line and cut 
around him and then both guys came to me, so I saw Nino 
down there all by himself. He took it to the hoop and good 
things happened. That was a big goal at a big time. It was a 
big kill before that, though, so I’m thankful for my teammates 
that had my back there.  

On if this was as complete a victory as the team has had: 
Honestly, I don’t think so. I think our puck management in the 
first two periods wasn’t great. I think we could clean that up a 
little bit, especially through the neutral zone. The effort is 
there. The effort has been there every single night, but 
there’s definitely some things that we could still tighten up a 
little bit. Miscommunications in the d zone, things like that. 
Overall, the guys worked hard. I thought that’s what got us to 
victory in the end. Freddie stood on his head again. That was 
huge as well, but there’s some things that we can tighten up 
still. 

On what starting out so hot can do for the team moving 
forward: You learn how to win games early in the year, and 
finish off games. That’s something in the past that I feel like 
we’ve struggled with. Being able to finish off games. We 
finished off the game in Montreal, finished off the game in 
Columbus and again tonight. Just being able to play all the 
way to the last whistle and not giving them anything is huge. 
It’s a long year, so we can take that through the rest of the 
year. Just learning how to finish games is what we are taking 
from this right now.  

On Lorentz’s goal: It’s huge. It starts with [Martinook]’s block, 
and then obviously [Lorentz] had a great individual effort. He 
just never gave up on that puck. For the bench it’s huge. It 
gets everyone going into the game again. We just kind of 
took it from there. Huge play there by [Lorentz].  

Steven Lorentz 

On his goal: It all started on the faceoff, really. When the 
fourth line goes out we know our role. We can’t really afford 
to get scored on. I don’t know what happened on their faceoff 
but it went up to their point, and [Martinook] just made a heck 
of a block. I think the puck just kind of got pushed up, and I 
was fortunate enough to get a good step. I think I just won 
the body positioning against their D-man, and I just wanted 
to get the puck to the net. I knew that we had some guys 
coming late, and I didn’t know if there was going to be a 
rebound or not. But I was very fortunate that it went in. 

On what Martinook is saying to him during that play: He’s full 
of energy, you guys know that. He’s a great teammate. Him 
and [Derek Stepan] have both been so helpful to me in these 
five games and through training camp, just assisting me with 
anything I need on the ice and off the ice. There’s little 
pointers that they help me with now. We’re building off this 
game in and game out. Obviously it’s a long season, so 
we’re going to try to build that chemistry. We want to be one 
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of the strongest fourth lines in the league. We want to 
ultimately win a championship, and all of that starts with the 
foundation right now. I’m happy having those two veterans 
on my line. It’s been so great so far. I can’t wait to keep 
working with those guys.  

On his blocked shot a few shifts after his goal and on if there 
was a time earlier in his career where he maybe would have 
still been thinking about the goal there: Maybe, but this is the 
NHL. After that goal went in, I kind of understand that goals 
happen every single game. It obviously felt great, especially 
for the confidence, but at the same time I have a job to do. 
I’m not going to be a guy that goes out and scores 40 or 50 
goals a year. I’m not doing that night in and night out. I know 
my role is to get in shot lanes and create energy, and when 
the puck went to the point I just got in the lane to do my job. I 
had to put that goal behind me a little bit. That excitement is 
still there, but I have a job to do. That’s what I did.  

On what he’s getting out of this early hot streak: The one 
thing I know absolutely that I’ve learned is that you don’t take 
winning for granted. It’s very hard to win in this league. I’m 
very fortunate that I’ve been put into this system and I’m a 
puzzle piece in the big puzzle of being a championship team 
and a contender year in and year out. That’s the goal. There 
are times where it would be easy to just not get in the shot 
lane or not chip the puck in deep. Sometimes if you work 
hard a little bit early then you don’t have to later on and you 
don’t get scrambly. That’s kind of the recipe for success that 
we have here. Guys understand that and guys have bought 
into that system. I think that’s why we have success the 
majority of the nights.  

On Andersen’s play: Freddie has just been a rock. We knew 
coming in that he had that calm, cool, collected demeanor 
about him. Just to be able to see him play these games with 
such poise and having that confidence in your goaltender 
back there to be able to make those saves and bail you out 
when you have mistakes. I made one last game in 
Columbus, and he and [Slavin] both bailed me out. It’s nice 
knowing that. Mistakes do happen in this game, but when it’s 
your mistake those guys do have your back. Watching him 
be able to go in net tonight and play against his old team and 
get a win, that’s very special for him. We know that. We 
understand that situation. We’re happy for Freddie.  

On the Bruins coming to town: I know they’re a strong team. 
They’re a team that loves to come in and compete. I’ve been 
watching them my whole life with my uncle being a diehard 
Bruins fan. I’m not too sure who he’s going to be cheering 
for. But I know that we’re going to be ready for that test. We 
understand what their forward group brings. They’re a very 

deep team as well. That’s going to be a very good test, and 
we’re looking forward to it. 

Frederik Andersen 

On what this win was like for him: I was trying to not think too 
much about it. The most difficult part was to not think about 
what they were going to do because I know them so well. 
You kind of play those mind games a little bit. It was tough 
mentally to kind of shut that off and not analyze every play 
and what they might do and just react to it. I obviously got 
caught on that goal a little bit, that was maybe the case. He 
made a nice play and found a spot to put it through my stick. 
Obviously not so fun of a start, but I think the guys played a 
hell of a game and battled back and got the lead back.  

On resetting after allowing the early go: You’re going to get 
scored on. You’re going to make saves. No matter what 
happens, you’ve just got to be able to get ready for the next 
one. Just take a sip of water and forget about it. Have that 
short memory and really try to stay present. 

On having the confidence from Brind’Amour: I haven’t really 
talked too much to him about it. I know they obviously have 
discussions about it in the coaching room. But whenever 
Paul, the goalie coach, tells me to play, I’m getting ready to 
play. Just take it day by day and try to get ready for every 
one.  

On being on the other side of the David Ayres game: It’s too 
soon. It’s too soon. that was brutal.  

On Ayres being on the storm siren Monday: I didn’t even see 
him today. I didn’t know he was there. It’s a fun story for 
many people, but not in our room that year.  

On the confidence in himself being high: Yeah. I think I’m 
feeling like I’m in a good spot right now. I’ve got a good 
groove going. It’s really special when the guys played like 
they did tonight. Everyone battled for each other, blocking 
shots and making huge plays. [Lorentz]’s goal, he battled 
and got the puck. I think he deserves the credit for that one. 
It’s just special when you come together like that.  

On what Lorentz scoring can do for the team’s energy: That 
was a huge goal. Those momentum swings are big in the 
game. You never know when a big play is going to happen. 
You try to work as hard as possible and play well, and 
sometimes the talent takes over or the hard work.  

On Toronto’s struggles this year: I’m not worried about their 
team. I’m worried about what we have to do next and get 
ready for our next game. I’ll leave it at that.  
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Canes ride second-period surge to beat Toronto, remain undefeated 

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to PNC Arena on Monday, 
Oct. 25, dismantling the Toronto Maple Leafs in a 4-1 win. 
The Hurricanes’ fifth consecutive win to begin the season 
ties the best start in franchise history. 

The Canes struggled to convert their chances in the first 
period but turned the intensity up to 11 in the latter two 
periods, overcoming a 1-0 deficit after the first intermission to 
remain unbeaten. 

Goalkeeper Frederik Andersen stepped up and delivered as 
well, battening down the hatches after a first-period goal by 
Auston Matthews. From then on, Andersen stopped 
everything the Maple Leafs (2-4-1) threw at him and allowed 
the Hurricanes (5-0-0) skaters to score a trio of second-
period goals to swing the game in their favor. 

Even against his former team, Andersen was mostly 
concerned with mentally staying on his A-game after giving 
up a goal. 

“You're gonna get scored on and you’ve gotta make saves,” 
Andersen said. “No matter what happens you just gotta be 
able to get ready for the next one. Take a sip of water and 
forget about it, have that short memory and stay present.” 

Carolina’s defense aided in their goalie’s efforts, blocking 16 
shots and refusing to back down on the offensive end. This 
persistence was not wholly beneficial for the Canes, 
however, as defender Jaccob Slavin was sent to the box for 
tripping at the 14:20 mark in the second period. The penalty 
broke Slavin’s streak of over 1,074 consecutive minutes 
without a penalty. 

Even as a visibly frustrated Slavin headed to the box, having 
already matched his PIM total from last season, Carolina 
continued to put the proverbial pedal to the medal. The 
Hurricanes outshot the Leafs 15-8 in the first period, but 
Toronto netminder Jack Campbell seemed impenetrable 
early on. Carolina’s perseverance paid off in the form of a trio 
of goals to give Andersen a two-goal cushion heading into 
the final period. 

It took just over seven minutes after the first intermission for 
the Hurricanes to find the equalizer, but center Sebastian 
Aho’s deflection off a rocket of a shot by defender Ethan 
Bear sparked a barrage of offense for the Canes. A little over 
two minutes later, center Steven Lorentz put on a show of 
strength on a runaway chance to muscle his way past 
Rasmus Sandin, slip the puck past Campbell and give 
Carolina the lead. 

“[Left wing Jordan Martinook] made a heck of a block,” 
Lorentz said. “The puck just got pushed up and I was 
fortunate enough to get a good step. I just won the body 
positioning against their D-man. I just wanted to get the puck 
to the net. I knew that we had some guys coming in late. I 
didn't know if there was going to be a rebound or not but I’m 
very fortunate that it went in.” 

Slavin redeemed himself later in the second period with a 
highlight-reel dangle that sent Mitch Marner to the ground. 
Slavin then dished the puck to right wing Nino Niederreiter, 
who deposited it into the net for the third Hurricanes goal of 
the period. 

The Maple Leafs showed some fight in the third period, but 
they simply could not muster much in the way of offense to 
try and get themselves back in the game. Right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov also added himself to the scoresheet with an 
empty-netter with one minute remaining, solidifying the score 
at 4-1. 

Although the better team came out on top, Slavin 
acknowledged that the team still has room for improvement. 

“Our puck management in the first period wasn't great,” 
Slavin said. “We can clean that up a little bit, especially in the 
neutral zone.” 

The Hurricanes will look to continue its run of form in the 
second game in a four-game homestand on Thursday, Oct. 
28 as it takes on the Boston Bruins. Puck drop is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. 
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Insider: Start fast, finish strong 

START FAST, FINISH STRONG 

Here’s a riddle for those who love mathematical brain-
teasers: The Chicago Wolves built a 2-0 lead in their first 
game, a 3-0 lead in their second game and a 6-0 lead in their 
third game. So how big of a lead are they projected to build 
when they visit the Grand Rapids Griffins Wednesday night 
for their fourth game of this American Hockey League 
season? 

If you said an 18-0 lead, then you’re correct — even though 
that doesn’t sound particularly realistic. Nonetheless, while 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky appreciates any lead 
his team amasses, what he really loves is when his team 
plays with the same maximum, level-headed effort 
regardless of the score. 

Take the Wolves’ 6-1 home win over Milwaukee Saturday 
night, for example. The Wolves scored three goals in the first 
period, one in the second and extended their lead to 5-0 just 
69 seconds into the third. Instead of cruising through the rest 
of the game, the Wolves kept playing with the intensity and 
focus that Warsofsky craves. He liked it so much, he saved 
some of his biggest postgame praise for fourth-line forwards 
Maxim Letunov, Sam Miletic and Spencer Smallman. 

“In the third period, there was a moment at the 10-minute 
mark when Letunov, Milly and Smallman came back (on the 
ice for their shift) and it was just exactly how you want it.,” 
Warsofsky said. “That’s something as a coach that really 
gets you excited. The average fan doesn’t see it, but it’s 
something that we’ve really talked about and they’ve bought 
into it.” 

The Wolves hit the road for all three of this week’s games, 
but Warsofsky doesn’t expect his guys to play any differently 
than they did in last week’s home-and-home wins over 
Milwaukee. 

“You can’t just do it on a Friday night and not (Saturday),” 
Warsofsky said. “It has to be consistent. That’s the type of 
team we’re going to be. We wanted to tell the rest of the 
league, ‘Hey, when you come into our building or we go into 
your building, it’s going to be tough.’ It’s that simple.” 

SPREADING THE LOVE 

The Wolves scored 12 goals in their first three games — and 
they’ve been coming from up and down the lineup. Of the 13 
forwards who’ve played, eight have goals and 10 own 
assists. Of the eight defensemen who’ve played, two have 
goals and six own assists. 

SATURDAY IS HOCKEY NIGHT IN CHICAGO 

If you want to enjoy a live hockey game in Chicago on 
Saturday night, then you’ll want to count on the Wolves to 
make it happen! While the other team in town has just one 
Saturday home game this season, the Wolves are hosting 16 
Saturday night home games — including all four Saturdays 
in November. That’s why Saturday is Hockey Night in 
Chicago. To get the best deals on tickets, email a Wolves 
ticket representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 

TOP LINE 

C.J. SMITH 

There are just a handful of AHL players who are averaging at 
least one goal per game — and this 26-year-old Des Moines 
native owns a spot in this group. Working on the Wolves’ top 
line and top power-play unit, Smith has registered one goal 
in each of the team’s first three games to become the only 
Wolves player with more than one goal. 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

Who owns the Central Division lead in points per game? 
Why, it’s none other than Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski. 
The 27-year-old from Williamsville, New York, has produced 
one goal and four assists in the team’s first three games to 
pace the devision with 1.67 points per game. Poturalski won 
the AHL’s scoring title last year and seeks to go back-to-
back. 

EETU MAKINIEMI 

The Carolina Hurricanes drafted Makiniemi in the fourth 
round of the 2017 NHL Draft, but this is the 22-year-old 
Vantaa, Finland, native’s first season playing in North 
America. He made his debut something to remember as he 
rejected 41 shots to backstop the Wolves to a 3-2 victory 
Friday night at Milwaukee and earn his first AHL win. 

REWIND (2-0-0-0) 

SATURDAY, OCT. 23: (at) CHICAGO 6, MILWAUKEE 1 

 The Wolves scored three goals in a 93-second 
stretch late in the first period on their way to a 6-0 
lead and a weekend sweep of the Admirals. 

 Forwards David Gust, Stefan Noesen and Maxim 
Letunov scored in the first while forwards Andrew 
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Poturalski, Stelio Mattheos and C.J. Smith added 
goals in the second and third. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon blanked the Admirals for 
nearly 59 minutes and finished with 18 saves. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 22: CHICAGO 3, (at) MILWAUKEE 2 

 The Wolves scored one goal in each period to grab 
a 3-0 lead, then held on for their first win of the year 
despite two late Milwaukee goals during 6-on-4 
power plays. 

 Forward C.J. Smith earned the game-winning goal 
with a power-play tally while forward David Cotton 
and defenseman Jalen Chatfield also scored for the 
Wolves. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi posted 41 saves to win 
his North American debut. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 27 

at Grand 
Rapids 

6 p.m. Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

Friday, Oct. 
29 

at 
Milwaukee 

7 p.m. Panther Arena AHLTV 

Sunday, Oct. 
31 

at Grand 
Rapids 

3 p.m. Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

Saturday, 
Nov. 6 

vs. 
Manitoba 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Sunday, 
Nov. 7 

vs. 
Milwaukee 

3 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

  

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255280721.html#storylink=mainstage_lead  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255283931.html#storylink=mainstage_card 

https://theathletic.com/2911771/2021/10/25/lebrun-the-hurricanes-offseason-goalie-gamble-on-frederik-andersen-has-paid-off-so-far/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/andersen-stays-perfect-hurricanes-dazzle-in-win-over-leafs/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-vs-maple-leafs/c-327199192 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-tie-franchise-record-win-fifth-straight-to-start-season/c-327246056 

https://www.nhl.com/news/toronto-maple-leafs-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-326996996 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-toronto-canada-88d5d0ac0b470142214393e0e1fb765f 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/red-hot-frederik-andersen-add-maple-leafs-misery/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/10/25/nhl-power-rankings-florida-panthers-take-over-top-spot-new-york-rangers-edmonton-oilers-climb/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/25/22745942/canes-beat-maple-leafs-tie-franchise-record-with-fifth-straight-win-to-open-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/25/22746044/they-said-it-brindamour-slavin-lorentz-andersen-discuss-win-over-leafs 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-ride-second-period-surge-to-beat-toronto-remain-undefeated/article_e5a7bf8e-360f-11ec-a93e-

537c9c5fa698.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/25/insider-start-fast-finish-strong/  
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Is this the Canes’ best start ever? Five observations from their win over 
the Maple Leafs 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

RALEIGH-Faced with a deficit during an intermission for the first time this 
young season, the Hurricanes on Monday handled the adversity the way 
most people following the team the past few years would expect. 

Chip implanted firmly on their shoulders, the Canes exploded in the 
second period to erase — nay, eradicate — that deficit, added some 
breathing room, and finished off a team many expect to be firmly 
entrenched in the Stanley Cup championship discussion come May. 

In doing so, the Canes stirred some memories of success — many of 
those very recent memories. The question on many people’s minds, after 
Carolina’s torrid start, might be: Is this the best early-season Canes team 
ever? 

Well, no. 

Maybe? 

Depends on who you ask, and how you define “best,” as with all things 
subjective. 

Record-wise, no, 5-0-0 is not the best five-game start in the team’s 25 
years (and 24 seasons) in North Carolina. It’s close, though. 

And it’s safe to say, as solid starts to a season go, the Canes’ 2021-22 
debut is among the best. And almost all of the team’s hot starts have 
come in the past five years. 

In 2018-19, the Canes started 4-0-1; that loss was the first game of the 
season. In 2019-20, the team started 5-0, but one of those wins was in a 
shootout, so in a past NHL life, that would have been a tie. 

And last year, the Canes started the condensed season 4-1 (ultimately 6-
1). 

Even in 2005-06, the Canes didn’t start this quickly. Yes, they ultimately 
started the season 12-2-1 through 15 games, but they actually began a 
bit more slowly, going 2-2 through four and 3-2-1 through six games 
before running off nine in a row. 

STEVEN LORENTZ OFF THE SCHNEID 

Going into Monday night’s game, the Canes had just three players who’d 
played in a game, but who hadn’t registered a point. 

Make that two. 

Not that Steven Lorentz is known for, or asked to provide, high octane 
offense — the second-year grinder had a pair of goals and six helpers in 

last year’s abbreviated season — but it took just five games to get his 
first of the 2021-22 campaign, and it was a beauty. 

Lining up on the left wing for a defensive zone faceoff, Lorentz shot out 
toward the point after Jordan Martinook won the puck forward off the 
draw. Lorentz poked the puck past Toronto defender Rasmus Sandin 
and then battled him hand-to-hand through the neutral zone and into the 
Leafs end, finally spinning away from the 178-pound Swedish 
defenseman and whacking the puck toward — and through — keeper 
Jack Campbell. 

SAT REUNITED 

Perhaps looking for a spark in the first period after falling behind 1-0, 
Brind’Amour reunited a popular line combination from a year ago, slotting 
Andrei Svechnikov back in with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
while moving Jesperi Kotkaniemi onto a line with Vincent Trocheck and 
Martin Necas. 

That line, dubbed the “SAT” line for the initials (first or last) of the three 
players on it, represents the Canes’ top scoring forwards so far this 
season. The three, working separately, combined for 19 points through 
four games. 

Monday, working together, Svechnikov was nearly an early beneficiary of 
the move, sliding into the Leafs zone and firing a laser past Toronto 
keeper Jack Campbell. The shot beat Campbell, but rang off the crossbar 
and left post before ricocheting to the boards. 

That same line, in the second, accounted for the team’s first goal, when 
Aho tipped a shot past Campbell after a long shot by defender Ethan 
Bear from the right point. Svechnikov had sent the puck to Bear after 
digging for it deep along the right half wall. 

DANGEROUS HITS STILL A PROBLEM 

It’s impossible to eliminate all danger from hockey. Inherently there will 
always be risk, but in recent years the league has paid lip service to — 
and in some cases put into practice — measures intended to more 
strictly enforce plays that could result in serious injury, particularly to the 
head and neck. 

Calls for such infractions have varied greatly from officiating crew to 
officiating crew, and fines and reviews across the league have varied 
from case to case, which has left many fans bewildered. 

Add a hit in the first period Monday to the list of head-scratchers. 

Just past the midway point of the opening frame, Canes defenseman 
Brett Pesce retrieved the puck behind the goal line, to the glove side of 
keeper Frederik Andersen. As he wheeled to his left, toward the back of 
the cage, he went down nearly to a knee as he was playing the puck. 
Toronto forward Nick Ritchie barreled into Pesce, with his hip appearing 
to drive the defender’s head into the end boards. Pesce at first crumbled 
to the ice with his head in his hands, and defensive partner Brady Skjei 
immediately fell on Ritchie to subdue him. 

Officials blew the play dead, but did not assess a penalty, leading to a 
cascade of boos from the Canes faithful. 
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POWERFUL PENALTY KILL 

One of the key statistics that has helped the Canes to start well this 
season is the team’s penalty efficiency on the penalty kill. Through five 
games, Carolina has allowed two goals while shorthanded on 20 tries, a 
success rate of 90 percent, which ranks them in the top 5 in the NHL. 

The first opportunity Toronto had with the power play Monday came early 
in the second period, and the Leafs had trouble establishing themselves 
in the offensive zone. 

Later in the second, the Leafs had a second chance with an extra skater, 
and they again sputtered. Toronto only had two total shots on goal on the 
power play. 

In the third, still trailing by a pair of goals, the Leafs had an abbreviated 
power play after a pair of penalties — one to each team — just 34 
seconds apart. 
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Frederik Andersen and the Canes run their record to 5-0 with a win over 
the Maple Leafs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs couldn’t spoil the night for Frederik Andersen. 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored three times in the second period in 
surging to a 4-1 victory over the Leafs at PNC Arena, staying undefeated 
at 5-0. And, just as importantly, giving Andersen a victory over the 
goalie’s former team in his fifth start and win this season. 

Last week, the Canes made sure Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to Montreal 
went well as the forward faced the team that allowed him to leave after 
Carolina’s offer sheet. This night, it was Andersen ending the game with 
a smile, finishing with 24 saves and named the game’s first star. 

Sebastian Aho scored his fourth of the season, tipping in a second-period 
shot, and Nino Niederreiter his second goal with a strong stuff later in the 
period. And fourth-liner Steven Lorentz had Canes fans up and roaring in 
the second, outfighting defenseman Rasmus Sandin to carry the puck 
down the slot and pop it through the pads of goalie Jack Campbell for a 
2-1 lead. 

Andrei Svechnikov, who played on Aho’s line much of the game, had a 
late empty-net score -- his fifth goal of the season -- as Slavin picked up 
his second assist. 

“This group so far works hard every night,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve still got some areas to clean up (but) it’s good 
we’re finding ways to win, making big plays.” 

Lorentz’s determination and score was indicative of how the Canes went 
about their business this night. It started with Jordan Martinook blocking 
a shot, then getting the puck up ice to Lorentz. 

“Guys worked hard, which got us the victory in the end, and obviously 
Freddie stood on his head again,” Slavin said. “Playing to the last whistle 
and not giving (the Leafs) any hope is huge.” 

Andersen said he tried to avoid any “mind games” that come with facing 
former teammates and knowing their tendencies and over-thinking. The 
Leafs’ Auston Matthews, a close friend of Andersen’s, scored the game’s 
first goal with a wraparound but Andersen then shut things down. 

“Obviously I got caught on that play, he made a nice play,” Andersen 
said. “Obviously not so fun start but the guys played a helluva game and 
battled back and got the lead back.” 

The Canes brought in David Ayres to sound the warning siren before the 
game, rekindling memories of the last time the Canes and Leads played. 
Ayres’ had some myth-making play in that February 2020 game in 
Toronto, entering the game as the emergency backup goalie and helping 
the Canes to a 6-3 victory. 

The losing goalie that night was Andersen, not that he seemed to care 
Monday. He said he didn’t know Ayres was in the building or at the 
game. 

When the Canes faced adversity Monday, they answered, emphatically. 

Matthews’ goal was the first of the season and the 200th of his career. 
The Leafs (2-4-1) not only had the lead but got it from their biggest star. 

Canes defenseman Brett Pesce was slammed into the boards in the first 
when Toronto’s Nick Ritchie put a forearm into Pesce’s head. 

The Canes’ Jaccob Slavin picked up a penalty in the second — yes, a 
penalty on Slavin, a hockey rarity. 

How did the Canes respond? Pesce popped up, shook off the hit and 
played. Carolina scored three times in the second. As for Slavin ... 

Soon after leaving the penalty box, foreign territory for the defenseman, 
Slavin gathered in the puck near the right point, left the Leafs’ Mitch 
Marner grasping at air with a nifty side step and stickhandling and got the 
puck to Niederreiter for the score and 3-1 lead. 

“I saw Nino down there all by himself and he took it to the hoop,” Slavin 
said. 

One of the Leafs goalies did get a nice ovation. Petr Mrazek, who signed 
with Toronto after last season, is injured and was seated high above the 
ice. The Canes welcomed him back on the big board and many fans rose 
to salute the goalie who helped them get back to the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

Campbell had a terrific first period, stopping 15 shots as Carolina piled up 
zone time but couldn’t score. The Canes made the most of their six shots 
in the second, scoring on half of them. 

The Canes continue the four-game homestand Thursday against the 
Boston Bruins. A sixth straight start for Andersen? Or Antti Raanta, 
another offseason acquisition, getting his first look? 

“I feel like I’m in a good spot right now and a good group going, and it’s 
really special when the guys play like they did tonight,” Andersen said. 
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David Ayres, still a Hurricanes hero, basks in the admiration of his new 
hockey family 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-There is a moment, before his name is announced to the fans 
just settling into their seats, when David Ayres can look out over the 
entirety of his new adopted hockey family and look at it, instead of the 
other way around as it usually is. 

He can see a woman wearing a T-shirt with his name on it — and, since 
a few moments earlier — his signature, just one of the countless ordinary 
everyday fans who saw something in Ayres that touched or inspired or 
startled them. 

He is the everyman hero, a story that no one could have predicted and 
would be expected to duplicate, and nowhere is that tale told or revered 
more than among these fans who would shortly hear his name and 
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applaud wildly and turn to him with eyes that all silently say the same 
thing: That’s him. 

And layered just below that: Maybe, just maybe, it could have been me. 

Because there is some of that folded in among the adoration Ayres 
absorbs from Carolina Hurricanes fans, the emergency backup goalie — 
EBUG — pulled out of the stands in Toronto, a warm body to fill the 
Hurricanes’ empty net, and some way, somehow defeat the team he 
helped out in practice. 

The movie writes itself: Ayres, then 42, father of three, kidney transplant 
recipient, ice technician, eking out a win over the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
February 2020 and becoming an instant celebrity. Certainly that is true at 
home outside Toronto, but nowhere more than in the stands and parking 
lots of PNC Arena. 

“It’s why we love to come back,” Ayres said. “The fans are fantastic. And 
we need a win. Everybody says this crowd goes absolutely nuts when 
they’re winning. They haven’t won yet since I’ve been here.” 

On this third visit, there may have been more pressure on him Monday 
night than there was that insane evening in Toronto, with the goalie he 
somehow defeated that night, Frederik Andersen, now in the Hurricanes’ 
net. The reaction hasn’t changed in the intervening 20 months. 

For Ayres and his wife Sarah, that took some adjusting. People taking 
pictures at the supermarket, interrupting family dinners. Fame, whether 
demanded or unasked for, extracts a price. The Ayres leveraged their 
loss of anonymity, raising money for the Kidney Foundation of Canada, 
but their old lives diverged into something else that night. 

When they come here, though, the attention and adulation is nothing but 
invited and appreciated. It’s not why they are here -- there was an instant 
bond with the Hurricanes players and coaches and management, and 
they come to bask in that mutual warmth -- but it comes with the territory. 

They came for the first time right after the game, amid Ayres national 
media tour, and were supposed to return a month later for a game 
against the Maple Leafs that was never played. Their second trip was 
during the playoffs last spring, sounding the siren before Game 1 of the 
second-round series against the Tampa Bay Lightning and attending all 
five games of that series, home and away. 

This time, they’re staying through Friday so Ayres can see the 
Hurricanes play the Boston Bruins on Thursday, the team Ayres grew up 
rooting for, but there’s no question all of those loyalties have shifted. He’s 
fully a Hurricanes fan now, because of the way that team — and its fans 
— embraced his unlikely story. 

By now, the routine is familiar, but it does not get old. 

“With him, I’ve seen the behind the scenes of everything,” Sarah Ayres 
said. “I’ve seen him go to two practices. I’ve seen him go to work 
afterward then come home and coach goalies and still be a dad on top of 
it. In a day. And I’ve seen him super sick and still do it. To watch him 
walk out there and everybody cheer for him is the ultimate proudest 
moment.” 

As they wait by the siren for Ayres’ time to come, a fan asks him to sign a 
watercolor drawing of him in blue Leafs pants and a Hurricanes jersey. 
Another asks him to sign her shirt. Another wants a picture with him. He 
waves to the crowd as he is announced as “Hurricanes alum and 
legendary goaltender,” and people who didn’t know he was in the 
building turn with looks of genuine thrill. 

“It’s wild,” Ayres says. 

A few minutes later, Ayres cranks the siren. His technique is off -- he gets 
his thumb in an awkward spot -- but you’d never know it. The fans 
approve. The siren winds down and the cameras cut away. Ayres doesn’t 
wave or anything. He just turns away and rejoins his wife to head to their 
seats, but they only get a few feet onto their concourse before another 
fan stops them to tell them he was at the game that night in Toronto. 

They’ll make it to their seats eventually, with their people, David Ayres 
once again just a fan among fans. 

News Observer LOADED: 10.26.2021 

1224037 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

LeBrun: The Hurricanes offseason goalie gamble on Frederik Andersen 
has paid off so far 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Oct 25, 2021  

 

It was an offseason like few others when you consider nine NHL teams 
brought in new starting goalies. We’ll look back after the season and 
ponder how the 2021 goalie carousel paid off for some. 

There were notable additions in goal in places like Colorado (Darcy 
Kuemper), Seattle (Philipp Grubauer), Boston (Linus Ullmark), Chicago 
(Marc-Andre Fleury), Toronto (Petr Mrazek), Arizona (Carter Hutton/Karel 
Vejmelka), San Jose (Adin Hill/James Reimer), Detroit (Alex 
Nedeljkovic), Buffalo (Craig Anderson) and well, Carolina. 

The Hurricanes at one point in late July didn’t have a single NHL goalie 
under contract for this season after deciding to let Mrzaek and Reimer go 
to market and dealing away Nedeljkovic to Detroit in a deal that didn’t 
please some Canes fans. 

But it was a calculated bet. Frederik Andersen was high on their list of 
goaltending targets. 

“Going into free agency, we had our list of goalies that would be free,” 
Hurricanes GM Don Waddell said. “And then we also had a list of guys 
that were available through trade. We made a decision to move past our 
goalies from last year, knowing that there were pretty good options in 
free agency.” 

The Hurricanes targeted Andersen despite a disappointing, injury-filled 
season last year. That didn’t dissuade Carolina’s interest one bit. They 
did their homework and felt comfortable Andersen was a worthy, 
bounceback candidate. As Waddell puts it, a lot of players around the 
league struggled last year in a weird, COVID-protocol-filled season. 

“We didn’t put a lot of weight into everything that happened last year,” 
Waddell said. “When we looked at the goalies available, and obviously 
our goalie coach was involved, and analytics and scouts, we made the 
determination that Freddy was a guy that would give us a chance to be 
better in goal. 

“We’ve had a bit of a merry-go-round in goal and made the decision to 
move past what we had and take a shot at the open market, or we were 
also in pretty good discussions with two teams on trades that didn’t 
materialize.’’ 

While Waddell would not say, separate sources confirm Kuemper for 
sure was one of the goalies Carolina had multiple trade discussions on. 

And that was the intriguing aspect of the goalie carousel last summer as 
far as some of the same teams involved in overlapping conversations on 
both trade targets and UFAs. 

For example, Colorado and Carolina for sure were tied together on a few 
things. Not only did Kuemper end up with the Avalanche, but as I 
reported in my free-agent wrap-up piece July 29, Colorado had serious 
interest in Andersen as well. And I’m not so sure Colorado wasn’t 
Andersen’s No. 1 option — and who could blame him? But the timing 
never lined up. 

For starters, the Avs would have needed to cut bait on Grubauer way 
before they did. Those contract negotiations spilled way into the first day 
of free agency on July 28, forcing Andersen to make a decision. He can’t 
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sit around and risk having the music stop and not having a starting gig or 
at least a spot he coveted. 

The Hurricanes’ option was very appealing to Andersen. So he took 
Carolina’s two-year, $9-million offer early in free agency that day. 

But while Waddell couldn’t be 100 percent sure it was Colorado, he knew 
Andersen had other options, and well, it just so happens Andersen’s 
agent, Claude Lemieux, is pretty good pals with Avs GM Joe Sakic so it 
was a decent guess. 

“I knew Freddy had other options,” Waddell said. “Certainly, we were 
aware of that. When the time came, we put all our chips on the table, 
talked to his representation and were able to reach a quick deal.’’ 

And it’s not like it was Andersen or bust. As Waddell said, they explored 
other avenues, including attempting to sign Jonathan Bernier after getting 
his rights in the Nedeljkovic trade. 

“Correct, we had his rights and talked to his representation multiple 
times,” Waddell said of Bernier, who ended up signing in New Jersey. 
“That was an option that was there until the day of free agency, also.’’ 

But getting Andersen early in free agency was mission accomplished for 
the Canes. 

Meanwhile, after Grubauer bolted to Seattle, the Avs had to wait until 
about 8 p.m. ET on July 28 to land Kuemper via trade, an overpay asset-
wise to get him (Connor Timmins, a 2022 first-round pick plus a 2024 
conditional third-round pick). But the Avs had no choice at that point 
having failed to re-sign Grubauer late into the day and missing out on 
Andersen because of it. 

But hey, if the Avs win the Stanley Cup next summer with Kuemper in 
goal, they won’t care about the overpay. 

Meanwhile, Andersen is off to a terrific start (4-0-0, .944 SP) in Carolina. 
He faces his former team the Maple Leafs on Monday night. 

The Canes are also happy with the addition of backup Antti Ranta but 
there were certainly a few anxious days last summer. 

After trading Nedeljkovic to Detroit on July 22, the Canes went six days 
until the opening of free agency without a single NHL goalie under 
contract for the 2021-22 season. 

Not ideal. Not when the whole world knows it. 

“It was a nervous time, yes, definitely,’’ Waddell said with a hint of a 
chuckle. “When you make the decision to explore the market, you’re 
always nervous because while we had done our homework, there’s 
always risk. But we knew which teams needed starting goalies, we had 
2-3 months to prepare that, knowing which guys were going to be free. 

“So, we thought it was a good, calculated risk that we take.’’ 

It looks like a good one very early into this season. Although we won’t 
truly know until the playoffs. 
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Statistically Speaking, the Bruins have work to do 

 

Matt Porter 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Through the first two weeks of their late-starting 
season, the Bruins are 3-1-0. Five other teams have played fewer 
minutes, so we’re looking at a small sample size of assessments. 

But the early returns on this squad are decent, if not good, despite some 
less-than-ideal play in net. 

For an analytical view of how the Bruins are faring, let’s sort through 
some advanced numbers, with the help of NHL.com, Hockey Reference, 
Natural Stat Trick, and Evolving Hockey: 

▪ At 5 on 5, the Bruins are outshooting opponents by a greater 
percentage (58.4) than any team but the Minnesota Wild (60). The 
Bruins’ percentage of expected goals — a measure of shot and scoring 
chance quality — is fourth, behind Minnesota, Buffalo (wait, Buffalo?), 
and Pittsburgh. The Sabres have been hot, no doubt. The Bruins could 
be a little luckier and/or cleaner, though: They’re an even 9 for 9 against 
in actual goals at even strength. 

▪ The tandem of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman — reverse the 
order if you wish — has posted the fifth-worst save percentage at 5 on 5 
(89.29). Of the 63 goalies who have played, Ullmark ranks 43rd, and 
Swayman 54th in goals saved above average. They are 42nd and 55th, 
respectively, in save percentage at 5 on 5. They’ve got a bit of work to do 
to reach Tuukka Rask’s level. Coach Bruce Cassidy has yet to name a 
starter for Wednesday’s tilt against the Panthers. Either keeper he plays 
will continue their adjustment to the 2021-22 Bruins against a Florida club 
that is 6-0-0 after defeating the Coyotes, 5-3, Monday night. 

Jeremy Swayman (above) and Linus Ullmark are off to a spotty start 
between the pipes. 

▪ The Bruins’ defense has been working in their new netminders slowly, 
or trying to. Relative to time on ice, the B’s are allowing the third-fewest 
shot attempts (48.93 per every 60 minutes of hockey). Only Tampa and 
Buffalo have been stingier. (Again, give the Sabres credit; Don Granato 
has them locking it down.) Also, only Calgary, Buffalo and Arizona are 
allowing fewer scoring chances per 60 minutes than the Bruins (23.69). 

▪ However, a few leaks in net have saddled the Bruins with the eighth-
worst goals-against average, relative to how much they’ve played (2.77 
goals against per 60 minutes). Only Arizona has a worse ratio of 
expected goals against, to actual goals surrendered. 

▪ It’s fair to call it a middling few opening games for the Bruins’ power 
play, which ranks 14th in success rate (2 for 9, 22.2 percent). Nothin’ 
wrong with the penalty kill, sitting in seventh (12 for 14, 85.7 percent). 

▪ Brad Marchand, take a bow. The ace left winger ranks 10th in the NHL 
in points per game (1.75, four goals, three assists in four games). Among 
players who have taken more than six shots, only Pierre-Luc Dubois (4 
for 8) has a better shooting percentage than Marchand (4 for 9, 44.4 
percent). As of Monday, he also had the first and only penalty-shot goal 
in the NHL. 

▪ Charlie McAvoy’s 23:25 time on ice was about a shift less than last 
year’s career-high 24:00. That will rise if the Bruins keep drawing power 
plays; McAvoy, playing the point on the No. 1 unit, is averaging 2:04 per 
game. In his Bruins heyday, Torey Krug was well over three minutes. 

▪ Only two forwards — Nikolaj Ehlers and Mathew Barzal — have fired 
more shot attempts than David Pastrnak (28) at even strength, and only 
Barzal and John Tavares have a higher expected goals rating (1.62). 
Pastrnak has scored one even-strength goal. He also has a power-play 
goal. Over 82 games, that’s a 41-goal pace. 

▪ Still time for Patrice Bergeron to reclaim his throne as the Bruins’ most 
efficient faceoff man, but right now Tomas Nosek has him beat (63.2 
percent, eighth-best in the league; Bergeron, 59.5, ranks 17th). 

▪ A truly jarring stat: Only 18 players in the league are older than 
Bergeron, who turned 36 on July 24. 
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Faced with a surprising Sharks team that was coming off a three-game 
Canadian road trip, the Bruins established their dominance early. 

 

Matt Porter 

 

Good thing. 

Building a three-goal lead after two periods almost wasn’t enough to let 
the Bruins leave TD Garden with a win. Boston slipped out the back door 
with a 4-3 decision, after allowing two goals in the latter stages of the 
third. 

“I wouldn’t say they unraveled,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said of his 
team. “I think we gave up nothing. Two deflections happened to find their 
way in. I didn’t mind the way we played. Could have extended the lead. It 
was 4-1. Power play was good. No odd-man rushes. 

“It wasn’t, to me, a barrage or anything like that. Those are things that 
happen. No way you’re losing games if that’s the best they’ve got in the 
third period.” 

For most of the afternoon, the Bruins (3-1-0) were one, two, three steps 
ahead of the Sharks. San Jose was playing its fourth game in six days. 
Boston was in predator mode. Two strikes in the opening 3:18 made it 
seem like a cruise-control game. Brad Marchand, Derek Forbort, and 
David Pastrnak made it 3-0 in the first 16:12. 

But the previously unbeaten Sharks (4-1-0) made the Bruins sweat, 
tipping two shots past netminder Linus Ullmark in a span of 2:07 in the 
third. 

The weary Western travelers seemingly had little left by the end, putting 
14 pucks on Ullmark in the last two periods (shots in total: 34-26, 
Boston). In the third, San Jose failed to record a shot until the 12:50 
mark. The Bruins nearly made it 5-1 when Pastrnak’s follow-up try was 
blocked by forward Logan Couture, who saved his netminder’s bacon in 
the crease. 

But San Jose’s Tomas Hertl made it 4-2 with 6:41 to go, slipping into a 
soft area in the left circle and tipping a Marc-Edouard Vlasic point drive. 
With 4:52 left, Timo Meier’s bat-down of a puck sneaked between 
Ullmark’s pads, and held up after a review for a high stick. 

“I don’t know you can fault the goalie for those,” said Cassidy, calling 
Ullmark’s first goal against, off a sharp-angle Jasper Weatherby shot, a 
“weak goal.” Cassidy, who has not named his rotation for the 
Wednesday-Thursday back-to-back in Florida and Carolina, felt Ullmark 
was otherwise strong. 

Goalie Linus Ullmark made 23 saves Sunday. 

ust 28 seconds into the afternoon, Marchand snapped home a one-
touch, behind-the-net feed from Patrice Bergeron, completing a triangle 
play that went from Pastrnak (left corner) to Bergeron (right) below the 
goal line, to Marchand in the slot. Before he shot, Marchand was a stick’s 
length away from four Sharks, but he had time to fire over Adin Hill’s 
glove. 

Hill, the former Coyotes netminder who signed with San Jose last 
summer, was soon headed to the showers. He stopped 10 of 14 shots, 
letting Forbort’s long-range, short-side wrister sneak past his blocker at 
3:18, and flailing at Pastrnak’s knee-down, power-play one-timer at 16:12 
of the first. Few keepers in the game could stop that BB, which arrived 
after Bergeron (two assists) pounced on a failed clear, faked a one-timer 
of his own, and smoothly dished to Pastrnak for the hammer. 

Ullmark, under heavy duress Friday night in Buffalo, made a quiet 16 
saves through two periods. He faced two pucks in the first 10 minutes 
(Boston, 8-2, in shots). The best San Jose chance that stretch came on a 
mid-period power play, when undrafted rookie Alexander Barabanov had 
an open net from below the right circle. On the far side of the play, 

Weatherby raised both arms as Barabanov shot, but his bid struck the 
outside of the net. 

The Sharks pulled even in shots, at 11-11, Weatherby found room 
between Ullmark and his short-side post at 16:44 of the first. The visitors 
had life, scoring 32 seconds after Pastrnak’s tally, but the Bruins kept 
pouring it on. They were first to nearly every loose puck, and much 
craftier with it. 

Jake DeBrusk, who scored twice in his first 18 games of last season’s 
five-goal slog, registered his second of this year at 5:41 of the second. 
Another confident finish for No. 74, who entered the zone on a sweet 
bank pass from call-up Oskar Steen and smoothly fired a laser over Hill’s 
glove. 

“He seems to have that extra step in his game this year,” Marchand said 
of DeBrusk. “He’s such a dangerous player when he’s moving his feet 
and attacking the way he is, getting in on forechecks and turning pucks 
over. Need that to continue.” 

DeBrusk’s goal had Shark coach Bob Boughner calling for James 
Reimer, best remembered here for his playoff tribulations with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. The backup was a perfect 20 of 20 in 32:42 of 
relief. 

Like that Game 7 in 2013, against Reimer and the Maple Leafs, this was 
a 4-1 game. Though the Sharks nearly pulled off the comeback, 
Marchand may have viewed it as a necessary step in a new season. 

“That’s what we get a rush out of is the intensity, hearing the crowd all 
fired up, the seriousness of each situation and each play,” he said. “It’s a 
lot of fun to play under pressure. Those games are more fun to be part of 
than a blowout game.” 

Marchand wasn’t excusing the finish, though. His standard is too high to 
let that slip. 

“I actually don’t think I’ve played my best hockey, regardless of the 
points,” said Marchand, who has four goals and 7 points in four games. “I 
think I can be better … I’m not quite happy with how things have been.” 

Winning record aside, his teammates might say the same. 
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If the version of Derek Forbort that suited up Sunday keeps showing up 
all year, the Bruins will have a bargain on their hands. 

 

Matt Porter 

 

The defensive-minded ex-Winnipeg Jet, who signed here for three years 
and $3 million last summer, was as stout defensively as advertised in 
Sunday’s 4-3 win over the Sharks. He also recorded his first points as a 
Bruin (1-1—2). After his best game as a Bruin, he was named third star. 

“He’s a good guy to clear the front of the net. I thought he managed the 
puck well,” said coach Bruce Cassidy, who used the 6-foot-4-inch, 219-
pound defender for a game-high 2:43 on the penalty kill, and paired him 
with Charlie McAvoy with the Bruins nursing a one-goal lead in a frenzied 
final few minutes of 5-on-6 action. That, Forbort said, is his “favorite time 
playing hockey.” 

“He’s been great from the first day he’s been here,” Brad Marchand said. 
“In the room, off the ice, he gets along with everybody really well. He’s a 
great guy. On the ice, he’s one of those guys you hate to play against … 
he thrives in those [one-goal] situations.” 

Like all defensemen, Forbort is growing accustomed to the new 
crackdown on cross-checking. He got away with a couple near the 
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game’s end. Referees will help, he said, by reminding would-be offenders 
before blowing their whistles, and Cassidy offers regular feedback. 

“I think we’ve done a pretty good job of not doing it like we used to,” he 
said. “It was kind of prison rules before.” 

In his favorite time of the game, referees might look the other way. 

“Goalie pulled,” Forbort said, “that rule’s out the window. Hopefully.” 

Nick Foligno heads to IR 

The Bruins will be without Nick Foligno for their two-game trip to Florida 
(Wednesday) and Carolina (Thursday). The veteran forward, who has 
been skating the No. 3 right wing, was placed on injured reserve with an 
upper-body injury before Sunday’s matinee. 

Speaking before puck drop, Cassidy said he didn’t know how long 
Foligno would be sidelined. 

Jack Studnicka made his season debut on the fourth line, centering Trent 
Frederic and Karson Kuhlman. The other call-up, with Craig Smith 
(undisclosed) also out of the lineup, was Oskar Steen. 

Smith’s nagging ailment, Cassidy said, “didn’t respond as well as we’d 
hoped” to yesterday’s treatment in Brighton. 

Steen, who went scoreless (0-0—0) in three games last season with 
Boston, put up a goal and an assist in three games in Providence. The 
stocky (5-9, 187 pounds) Swede started on the third line, with Jake 
DeBrusk and center Erik Haula, and is trying to add some attacking 
game to his edgy presence. 

“Last year he brought some energy,” Cassidy said. “When he played up 
in [the rookie tournament in] Buffalo, he was trying to finish checks. He’s 
irritating.” 

Cassidy thought Steen, like many young players, deferred to his veteran 
linemates during preseason games. 

“He was thinking ‘pass’ a lot,” he said, “when he’s got a good release, he 
really does. I think he could give NHL goaltenders trouble when he gets 
his shot off. He’s got to have that thought process.” 

News and notes 

The Bruins opened with Tomas Nosek, who signed here as the No. 4 
center, centering the No. 2 line with left wing Taylor Hall and right wing-
slash-center Charlie Coyle … Hit-first left wing Anton Blidh (upper body), 
who according to Cassidy has a similar, albeit undisclosed, injury to 
Foligno, will not travel to Florida … Defenseman John Moore, who 
previously cleared waivers, was returned to Providence. Moore, with 538 
games on his NHL resume, has suited up for 30 contests in the last three 
seasons, and just six in the last two. “Johnny played well the other night 
[in Buffalo],” Cassidy said. “He needs to play hockey. Obviously he’d 
prefer it’s here.” … Cassidy said the demoted Chris Wagner (1-0—1 in 
three games with the P-Bruins) was riding with Studnicka and Jakub 
Lauko down there, and seeing power-play time … Hall, playing in his 
684th career game, arrived at work 1 point shy of 600 … Marchand came 
in two assists shy of 400 … Netminder Linus Ullmark, who came out of 
his Buffalo start with a .972 save percentage, opened the day atop the 
NHL leaderboard for that category. It is, of course, early. 
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Studnicka, Steen ‘Did Their Job’ In Winning Boston Bruins Effort 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Injuries created an opening for a couple of young Boston Bruins players 
to step into the NHL lineup this weekend and the end result was a good 
one: Two points in a 4-3 win for the Black and Gold over the San Jose 
Sharks at TD Garden. 

Oskar Steen picked up his first NHL point when he picked up the primary 
helper on Jake DeBrusk’s goal in the second period, a pass that luckily 
bounced off DeBrusk and onto his stick before he buried a top corner 
shot. Jack Studnicka played an effective 11:10 of ice time centering the 
fourth line of Karson Kuhlman and Trent Frederic and finished with a shot 
on net and won 4-of-8 faceoffs for the Bruins. 

It wasn’t a spectacular day for either rookie stepping in for injured players 
Nick Foligno and Craig Smith, but they were solid and ultimately got the 
thumbs up from their coach. 

“Steen, the puck was following him tonight. He’s got to learn to shoot the 
puck coming off the wing. He did it once late in the period, but other 
times he had opportunities and he was deferring,” said Boston Bruins 
head coach Bruce Cassidy. “We talked about that. Young guys, at some 
point, have got to attack the net and be a little selfish when the puck is on 
their stick in terms of getting it to the net. But he worked hard and was in 
good spots. 

“Studs, I didn’t notice him as much. Probably was good defensively if 
that’s the case. Offensively, I don’t know if their line [did a ton]. Kuhlman 
had a few good rushes there, so he made a few plays. We’ll look at it, but 
I think they came up and did their job.” 

Cassidy was fairly critical of Steen in his final preseason game in Philly 
earlier this month for the same deferential, passive approach to his 
game, so the advice seems pretty clear for the 23-year-old Swedish 
forward at this point. The good news is that Steen has shown offensive 
skill and some decent grit throughout his hockey career, so those should 
translate after four NHL games under his belt at this point. 

Both Steen and Studnicka were sent back down to Providence on 
Monday in a salary cap savings move, but it remains to be seen if they 
will be needed for the two-game road trip through Florida and Carolina 
that’s coming later this week. The bottom line, though, is that the B’s 
forward group continues to be all kinds of banged up and that means 
there will be more opportunities for Steen, Studnicka and perhaps other 
healthy P-Bruins bodies to help out in Boston over the short term. 
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BHN Puck Links: The Boston Bruins Clearly Hate Candy Corn 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

If we’ve learned one thing over the last couple of weeks, it’s that the 
Boston Bruins have a hot take on Halloween candy. 

Namely, they do not like candy corn. Except for injured Boston Bruins 
forward Nick Foligno, who stands alone in his enjoyment of the longtime 
candy associated with the Halloween holiday. David Pastrnak said he 
wasn’t even sure what candy corn was, but both other members of the 
Perfection Line gave the definitive thumbs down on the Halloween 
confection in this fun video from the Black and Gold. 

Candy corn: clearly not the preferred Halloween choice of the Black & 
Gold.   @JetBlue | #NHLBruins pic.twitter.com/37MRBZK0MF 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) October 25, 2021 

Now if the Boston Bruins move on Eastern candy and give the big 
thumbs down to Peeps, then we are really talking about something here. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 26, 2021 

 

Because Peeps absolutely suck and there’s no two sides to that 
argument. 

Now on to the rest of the BHN Puck Links: 

*Steve Carp says it’s time for the Vegas Golden Knights to bail on trying 
to trade for Buffalo Sabres center Jack Eichel. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

*The Perfection Line showed up and showed out in the Bruins 4-3 win 
over the San Jose Sharks on Sunday afternoon. (Boston Hockey Now) 

*FOH (Friend of Haggs) Dan Kingerski says that Brian Boyle is making 
the Penguins bigger and tougher, and it creates more questions as well. 
(Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

*The top line for the Detroit Red Wings got back on track in a win over 
the struggling Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday. Our guys in Detroit have 
all the details. (Detroit Hockey Now) 

*Best of luck to Mike Bossy, who is undoubtedly going to fight cancer 
with the same heart and grace that defined his Hall of Fame career. (New 
York Post) 

*Former NHLer Colin Wilson details his addiction issues that unraveled 
his NHL career even as he seemingly had it all going for him. As sad a 
story as it is, it’s important for others that need help to hear it. (Players 
Tribune) 

*Here’s a behind-the-scenes look at how the Stanley Cup ring for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning was made for the second of their back-to-back Cup 
titles. (The Athletic) 

*Mackenzie Blackwood has started the vaccination process for COVID-
19 leaving just one unvaccinated NHL player left in the league. I guess 
he’s done with his “research” of social media memes. 

CORRECTION: Mackenzie Blackwood has started the vaccination 
process for COVID-19, a Devils team spokesman has confirmed. He 
received the 1st dose of the vaccine at the end of last week. He will have 
to continue following unvaccinated protocols until two weeks after the 
2nd dose. 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) October 25, 2021 

*For something completely different: Dune looked and sounded 
beautifully epic and it had some interesting characters. Still, it was also 
boring in parts and it lacked the heart I enjoy in any movie that I watch. 
Worth seeing in the theatre because of the epic sci fi scope, but I don’t 
think I need to see it again. (Variety) 

Boston Hockey NowLOADED: 10.26.2021 
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Blackhawks hope to transfer special-teams lessons to fix even-strength 
woes 

With their 10th-ranked power play and fourth-ranked penalty kill 
surprisingly clicking, the still-winless Hawks want to apply what’s working 
there to all situations. 

 

By Ben Pope Oct 25, 2021, 4:10pm CDT 

 

During the Blackhawks’ timeout in their 6-3 loss Sunday to the Red 
Wings — called with 7:22 left to play before seven seconds of a five-on-
three power play — coach Jeremy Colliton picked up a whiteboard and 
handed it, still white, to his players. 

They wanted to sketch out their own play. 

“I don’t have all the best ideas. I’m open to coming up with something 
different,” Colliton said later. “They had a pretty good play they drew up. 

If not mistaken, it just got deflected, [Alex DeBrincat’s] one-timer there. 
Nothing strange about that.” 

Pictures of the moment nonetheless went viral as a perceived indication 
of either Colliton abandoning his coaching duties or the players usurping 
him and coaching themselves — both of which almost certainly were 
overreactions. After all, because of COVID, the Hawks are missing three 
assistant coaches, who normally handle such minutiae during timeouts. 

Also conveniently forgotten was the fact the Hawks have done well on 
power plays this season. In fact, they’ve done well on special teams 
across the board. 

They finished 1-for-4 on the power play Sunday and are 6-for-22 this 
season, a 27.3% conversion rate that ranks 10th in the NHL. They were 
credited with 11 power-play scoring chances Sunday and rank fourth in 
the league in scoring-chance rate on the power play. They’re also fourth 
in shot-attempt rate, fifth in shot-on-goal rate and second in expected-
goal rate. 

It’s a similarly encouraging story on the penalty kill. The Hawks are 20-
for-22, a 90.9% kill rate that ranks fourth in the NHL. They’ve allowed the 
seventh-fewest scoring chances, fourth-fewest shot attempts, ninth-
fewest shots on goal and eight-fewest expected goals against per 
minute. 

Those are remarkable results on both fronts considering how awful the 
Hawks have been otherwise. 

They’re winless through six games for the first time since 1997 and have 
allowed four or more goals in six consecutive losses for the first time 
since 1988. At even strength, they’ve been outscored 25-6 and rank 28th 
in scoring-chance ratio at 45.4%. 

Before practice Monday, Colliton and his (temporarily decimated) 
coaching staff reflected on that strange disparity and talked to the team 
about trying to carry over the special teams’ effectiveness to non-special 
scenarios. 

“We’re really focused when we’re out there,” Colliton said of the “PP” and 
“PK” units. “We understand exactly what we’re trying to do, and the 
players are taking a lot of pride in the little details that make a difference. 

“During five-on-five [play], it’s no different. There are details that matter, 
and you’ve got to do it every time. When you don’t do them, you pay the 
price. When you do them, you have a chance to be rewarded. [The 
special-teams results are] a perfect example that I believe we have good 
enough players here to have success as a team. We have to really bear 
down and be sharp with those little things.” 

The Hawks shouldn’t try to transfer identical tactics — a “PK” strategy at 
even strength would cripple the offense; a “PP” strategy would cripple the 
defense — but they can learn lessons from their focus, confidence and 
adherence to the game plan on special teams. 

“What we’ve been doing on the penalty kill [is] being annoying, get sticks 
in lanes and whenever you have the opportunity to get the puck out, get it 
down the ice,” defenseman Calvin de Haan said. 

“We have to bring that ‘live to fight another day’ mentality to five-on-five 
play, to be honest. Sometimes it’s good to win by taking a pound of flesh 
or [inflicting] death by 1,000 paper cuts versus going for that knockout 
blow all the time.” 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 10.26.2021 
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Blackhawks face the Maple Leafs on 6-game losing streak 

                                                                                                                                                          

By Associated Press 
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Toronto Maple Leafs (2-4-1, sixth in the Atlantic) vs. Chicago Blackhawks 
(0-5-1, sixth in the Central) 

Chicago; Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blackhawks +118, Maple Leafs -140; 
over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Chicago looks to stop its six-game losing streak with a 
win against Toronto. 

Chicago finished 24-25-7 overall in the 2020-21 season while going 13-
11-4 at home. Goalies for the Blackhawks allowed 3.1 goals on 33.6 
shots per game last season. 

Toronto went 35-14-7 overall with a 17-7-4 record on the road during the 
2020-21 season. The Maple Leafs were called for 165 penalties last 
season averaging 3.0 penalties and 7.0 penalty minutes per game. 

The teams match up Wednesday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Mike Hardman: day to day (upper body). 

Maple Leafs: Petr Mrazek: day to day (lower body). 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 10.26.2021 
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Colliton puts winless Blackhawks through tough practice 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

John Dietz 

 

There's an old saying that bad beginnings often have good endings. 

But they also have tough consequences. 

Whether or not the Blackhawks rise from the ashes of a winless start 
over the next six months remains to be seen, but Jeremy Colliton made it 
clear Monday that there's a lot work to be done if they hope to achieve 
their goals. 

The fourth-year coach sent a strong message at the end of practice by 
bag skating his players at Fifth Third Arena in three groups. 

Up and down the ice they went, hunching over after each sprint. Alex 
DeBrincat, one of the team's fastest players, was dead last on the 
second-to-last rush. 

"We'll see if we get the desired response on Wednesday (against 
Toronto)," said Colliton, whose 0-5-1 team lost 6-3 to Detroit on Sunday. 
"(We) covered a lot of ground in the last week. ... talked about a lot of 
things. Had some response, but it has to be consistent, has to be there 
every shift. 

"If we do that, we give ourselves a chance." 

That's hardly been the case thus far as the Hawks have yet to hold a lead 
this season. The 360-minute, 57-second (and counting) stretch is an NHL 
record. 

The loss to the Red Wings was awfully tough for fans to watch, especially 
after the Hawks managed to tie the game at 1-1 after Tyler Johnson 
scored midway through the first period. 

Detroit, which lost 6-1 Saturday to previously winless Montreal, 
proceeded to score 3 straight second-period goals in less than five 
minutes to grab a 4-1 lead. 

The Hawks, who remain without Patrick Kane (COVID protocol), did 
plenty of soul searching afterward during a lengthy team meeting. 

"It's good when the guys come together and voice opinions on things," 
defenseman Calvin de Haan said. "It's never to bully or beat up on 
anyone. It's always critical criticism and positive reinforcement. ... 

"The right things were said. I'm not going to spill any beans. That's 
between the players." 

Aside from the obvious problems -- poor passing and goaltending, 
untimely penalties and a lack of even-strength production -- one serious 
issue is how the Hawks respond to adversity. 

Their energy and compete level sags when they allow a goal, feel 
wronged by an official, see an amazing save made by the opposing 
goaltender or are the victims of a bad bounce. 

It's reminiscent of Colliton's early days with the Hawks. That team turned 
things around. The question is, will this one? 

"When the bounces are going against us, we're letting it affect us a little 
bit too much," Toews said. "You get that sinking feeling in your stomach 
and your confidence gets chipped away a little bit. 

"We just have to be mentally tougher and not get fazed. ... You're not 
going to control every aspect of the game. There's a lot of unpredictability 
out there. We have to make a decision as a group to be collectively 
stronger." 

De Haan pointed out that everyone has gone through rough patches 
before, whether in junior hockey, college, the minors or the pros. There 
are plenty of examples of teams overcoming rough starts, with a great 
example being St. Louis in 2018-19. The Blues were in dead last in the 
Central Division in December, then went on to win the Stanley Cup. 

Of course, let's not forget that a coaching change was made in 
November when the Blues were 7-9-3. 

Another good example is the 2015-16 Anaheim Ducks, who started 1-7-2 
then went on to win the Pacific Division at 46-25-11. 

"When I was in Carolina (in 2018-19), we were one of the last-place 
teams at Christmas and ended up squeaking into the playoffs and 
making the conference finals," de Haan said. "The sun's going to rise 
tomorrow. We have to come to the rink with a positive attitude. 

"We're fortunate to be where we are. This isn't going to kill us. Let's 
revisit in a few months and see where we are in the standings. Don't hit 
the panic button now." 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 10.26.2021 
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Colliton puts Blackhawks through rigorous practice 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks took a frustrating step backward on Sunday after the 
Detroit Red Wings handed them their sixth straight loss to open the 
season. Chicago's former division rival did so in convincing fashion less 
than 24 hours after being routed by a winless Montreal team. 

Because of the poor performance, the Blackhawks went back to the 
drawing board on Monday at Fifth Third Arena. But this wasn't an X's and 
O's type of practice. It was as close to a bag skate as it gets this early in 
the season. 

A majority of practice included competition drills — 1-on-1 and 2-on-2 
battles — and conditioning sprints, which had players huffing and puffing 
by the end of it.  

After the 40-minute practice concluded, head coach Jeremy Colliton 
huddled up the group near center ice and said: "Everyone off the ice and 
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come ready tomorrow." There was no lingering around or post-practice 
work, like normal. There was no Two Puck, which is a post-practice 
staple. Players got in a quick stretch, then went straight into the locker 
room. 

"We'll see if we get the desired response on Wednesday," Colliton 
responded when asked whether he got the response he was looking for. 
"We covered a lot of ground, I would say, in the last week or whatever it’s 
been since we got back from the road trip, talked about a lot of things. I 
think we've had some response, but it's got to be consistent. It's got to be 
there every shift. And if we do that, then we'll give ourselves a chance." 

The message was loud and clear for the Blackhawks, who have been 
outscored 27-12 through six games so far. 

"I think it's just get back to work, focus on the details and support each 
other off the ice and on the ice," Kirby Dach said. "We’re going through a 
tough time as a group right now. It doesn’t help if you get negative about 
it and start pointing fingers. I think we’re going to turn this thing around 
here and get going. Today was a good step and we've just got keep 
looking at it day by day and not focus on the big picture." 

The Blackhawks are a mentally fragile hockey team right now, and it's 
hard not to be when everything that can go wrong, has gone wrong. 

Jonathan Toews admitted after Sunday's 6-3 loss that when bounces 
don't go their way, they're "letting it affect us a little bit too much." 

"Sometimes that happens and little things, whether it’s calls or offensive 
breaks or even goals against, you get that sinking feeling in your 
stomach and your confidence gets chipped away a little bit," Toews said. 
"We just have to be mentally tougher and not get fazed. We have to 
make a decision as a group to be collectively stronger." 

"I think that’s pretty accurate right now," Calvin de Haan agreed. 
"Obviously things aren’t going our way, but the sun’s going to rise 
tomorrow and we've got to try to come to the rink with a positive attitude. 
You have to have a short memory in this league. There's so many games 
and so many things happen throughout the season, whether good or 
bad. You've just got to put that stuff behind you, whether it's a good 
game or bad game and move on to the next one. " 

It's still early in the season, but you have to imagine the patience is 
running thin to get back on track. 

Over the last week, a couple of Blackhawks referenced the St. Louis 
Blues in 2019 as a team that was seemingly dead in the water around 
Christmas time and turned things around to win the Stanley Cup. It's not 
exactly the kind of script any team wants to follow, but there is the 
mentality that the season is still salvageable.  

It just has to start, like ... now. 

"I don't think the season’s ever slipping away," Dach said. "You can look 
at St. Louis in 2019, they were dead last in December and ended up 
winning the Cup. It’s a long year. Obviously the quicker we can turn it 
around the better it is for us. We got faith in the group and we know that 
the solution is going to come from that dressing room and that dressing 
room only, so that's the opportunity we were presented with and we're 
just going to focus on practice again tomorrow and the game again on 
Wednesday." 
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How did we get here? Tracking the directionless, fickle Blackhawks’ fall 
from grace 

 

By Mark Lazerus Oct 25, 2021  

  

For years, the Nashville Predators were the Blackhawks’ little brothers, 
and it galled them and ate at them and motivated them. The ceaseless, 
driving need to prove Chicago’s equal permeated all facets of Nashville’s 
organization, from the general manager’s office to the fourth line to the 
promotional staff to the arena workers. 

Even the media-relations department tried to one-up Chicago’s famous 
(at least in sportswriter circles) press spread, upgrading from stale pizza 
and roll-the-dice roller hot dogs to an entire roasted pig, head and all, 
during the 2017 playoffs. They even left little bottles of Jack Daniels at 
every seat in their makeshift press box. Beating the Blackhawks in every 
way — in any way — was one of the singular driving forces of the 
franchise. Burying them for good was the dream, one that seemed too far 
fetched to even speak aloud. 

Well, congratulations, Nashville. You did it. 

There are nexus points in every franchise’s history — a signing, a trade, 
a draft, a retirement, a firing, a hiring, a win, a loss — and that 2017 
series against the Predators is a nexus point for the Blackhawks. 
Chicago won 50 games that season, and while that was largely due to 
one line (Artemi Panarin, Artem Anisimov and Patrick Kane) and one 
goalie (Corey Crawford), the Blackhawks seemed content to play out the 
prime seasons of Kane and Jonathan Toews, sticking with the core as it 
aged and hoping to squeeze at least one more Stanley Cup run out of 
them. 

Then came the sweep. Shut out in Game 1 at home. Shut out in Game 2 
at home. Losing in overtime in Nashville in Game 3. Scoring one goal in 
an alarmingly meek effort to stave off elimination in Game 4. In Nashville, 
they liked it, they loved it, they wanted some more of it. 

In Chicago, they panicked. One (very) bad week turned the organization 
upside-down and left everyone scrambling. Stan Bowman put on an 
angry face in front of the assembled press and deemed it unacceptable, 
then infuriated Joel Quenneville by trading away two of his favorite and 
best players — Panarin and Niklas Hjalmarsson — in the name of cost 
certainty. That both trades were both reasonable (the Blackhawks had no 
chance of fitting Panarin under the salary cap long term, and Connor 
Murphy has more than vindicated the Hjalmarsson trade with his play) is 
beside the point. That spring, the Blackhawks’ mindset changed. 
Priorities evolved, and the constancy that marked the Blackhawks’ 
remarkable run gave way to a fickle, confusing, ever-changing direction. 

“The only reason we come here is to win the Cup,” Bowman said at that 
fateful presser following the Nashville series. 

But there seemed to be no plan to actually do that. How many times over 
the past 4.5 years have we asked, “What exactly are these Blackhawks?” 
Are they trying to contend? To retool on the fly like the Bruins and 
Penguins? To rebuild from scratch like the Cubs and White Sox? To “re-
win,” in former team president John McDonough’s bizarre parlance? It 
seemed to change year by year, offseason by offseason. 

In the summer of 2017, after dealing away Hjalmarsson and Panarin in a 
signal that their eye was now on the future, the Blackhawks re-signed 
Patrick Sharp after two years in Dallas. Huh? Their big signings were 
veterans Tommy Wingels, Lance Bouma and Cody Franson. What? 

“We had to send some players out, but if you look at what we were able 
to accomplish in those transactions, we got youth and we got some guys 
with stable contracts that we know are going to be here going forward,” 
Bowman said that July 1. 

They finished in last place, 41 points behind (wait for it) Nashville. 

In the summer of 2018, despite the disastrous season, Bowman tried to 
plug holes and run it all back, attributing basically all of the previous 
season’s problems to the concussion that sidelined Crawford for the final 
four months of the season. The big signings were Chris Kunitz, Brandon 
Manning and Cam Ward. They also reacquired Marcus Kruger in a deal 
that sent Marian Hossa’s contract (and young sparkplug Vinnie 
Hinostroza) to Arizona. 
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“The important thing for us is we have some impressive young guys that 
are going to take on bigger roles in the coming years,” Bowman said that 
July 1. “But we also have some elite NHL players in the prime of their 
careers right now. So we’re going to do our best to supplement that. … 
We’re looking to rebound next year, and to surround our really good 
players with some guys that can help them out and take the next step so 
that, we’re talking a year from now, some of these young players (will) 
really have emerged as legitimate difference-makers. I think we’re on the 
verge of that.” 

Then they fired Quenneville 15 games in when it didn’t exactly work. 
Quenneville’s replacement, Jeremy Colliton, got a little more to work with 
as Bowman then acquired Dylan Strome and Drake Caggiula, but the 
Blackhawks still finished one point out of last, out of the playoffs again. 

In the summer of 2019, Bowman again resisted the urge to tear things 
down (as much as things could be torn down given all the weighty 
contracts with no-movement clauses that dotted the roster) and again 
tried to plug the holes in his leaky team defense with veterans. That 
summer’s reacquisition was a beloved but broken-down Andrew Shaw, 
for whom Bowman gave up a second- and a third-round pick. First-round 
pick and rising young defenseman Henri Jokiharju was jettisoned for Alex 
Nylander, a reclamation project that has yet to pan out two years later. 
Bowman dealt away versatile young forward Dominik Kahun for 
defenseman Olli Mattaa and traded Gustav Forsling (now logging more 
than 20 minutes a night for Quenneville’s Cup-contending Florida 
Panthers) for Calvin de Haan. Both Maatta and de Haan had multiple 
years left on their contracts. Neither solved the Blackhawks’ systemic 
defensive issues. Nor did Robin Lehner, though, like Crawford, he 
masked them pretty well for the five months he was in Chicago. 

“I think we’ve come a long way in the last month,” Bowman said that July 
1. “If you look at where we were a month ago and where we are today, 
we’re a much, much better team.” 

When the season ended abruptly because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Blackhawks were in last place. 

Then in the 2020 offseason, finally, some direction. The Blackhawks 
were no longer plugging holes and making it up as they went along. They 
officially were rebuilding. A letter to fans explicitly said so (though they 
neglected to give their core players a heads-up). Bowman let Crawford 
— who had kept the Blackhawks at least mildly competitive throughout 
their downward spiral — walk rather than offer him a second year. With 
Toews sidelined all season, nine players made their NHL debuts, 
including Pius Suter, Ian Mitchell, Philipp Kurashev, Wyatt Kalynuk and 
Kevin Lankinen. Two others, Brandon Hagel and Nicolas Beaudin, got 
their first extended stints in the NHL. Yes, there was the ill-fated Brandon 
Saad for Nikita Zadorov trade, but the Blackhawks had a direction, a 
purpose, a plan. 

“For the last year to two years, we’ve been taking a focus to try to invest 
in young players, and I think that’s our path forward,” Bowman told The 
Athletic in the aftermath of the rebuilding letter, acknowledging that he 
“could have managed it better” over the previous few seasons. “To give 
these guys a chance to develop and surround and support the players 
that we do have that are left over from the last group of elite teams.” 

The Blackhawks were in a playoff spot for most of the season, and 
finished sixth in an eight-team division. But for once, the result didn’t 
really matter. The process did. And the process was promising. 

And then it was over. 

In the summer of 2021, Seth Jones made it clear he didn’t want to return 
to Columbus, and Bowman slammed the brakes and swung the car in the 
complete opposite direction to go get him. He sent Adam Boqvist, two 
first-round picks and a second-round pick for the last pick in the first 
round and Jones, mortgaging the future and betting it all on a player 
coming off the worst season of his career. Bowman also added veterans 
Tyler Johnson and Jake McCabe, then traded for the Marc-André Fleury, 
the 36-year-old reigning Vezina Trophy winner entering the last year of 
his contract. 

The Blackhawks have allowed a league-high 27 goals this season. 
(David Banks / USA Today) 

“You’re always looking for opportunities to try to accelerate the team’s 
progression,” Bowman said, adding that the Jones trade “(It) changes the 
complexion of our defense in particular, but our team in general.” 

And now here the Blackhawks are — 0-5-1, having set an NHL record for 
the longest start to the season without even holding a lead. The team has 
been booed off the ice after all three games, and in between the boos are 
stray “Fire Stan” and “Fire Jeremy” chants. The sellout streak has ended 
at 535 games. Fleury has a .839 save percentage and 5.75 goals-against 
average. McCabe and Johnson haven’t looked sharp at all. Jones is a 
minus-9 and his eight-year, $76-million contract doesn’t even kick in till 
next summer. And Columbus owns Chicago’s first-round pick, unless it’s 
No. 1 or No. 2. 

All the while, two lawsuits and allegations of sexual assault loom over the 
franchise, the results of the Jenner & Block investigation still pending. 

It’s pretty bleak. 

A league source said financial considerations are playing a role in the 
desire to keep Bowman and Colliton — both of whom received contract 
extensions in the past year-plus — in charge, that the economic hit from 
the pandemic and the soft ticket sales could prevent the Blackhawks 
from bringing in any big coaching names midseason. Not that it 
guarantees their jobs; if the free fall continues and the fan revolt rages 
on, team CEO Danny Wirtz’s hand will be forced and nobody will be safe. 
But as of now, there’s a strong desire to keep both. 

Would not overreacting to one bad week against Nashville four-plus 
years ago have led to another Stanley Cup? Probably not. Hockey’s too 
hard, and the aging curve was catching up to that team. But it might have 
propped the window up a little longer, might have delayed the inevitable 
downfall that all great teams suffer, might have wrung every last drop of 
enjoyment out of the best run in franchise history. 

Instead, the Blackhawks continue to appear directionless, caught 
between a desire to get young and build something sustainable, and a 
need to win now. They’re not going forward, they’re not going backward, 
they’re just … there. A once-proud franchise reduced to a laughingstock, 
the subject of unending schadenfreude from a hockey world that had the 
Blackhawks’ glory years rubbed in their face for years and years and 
years. A once well-oiled machine, just sputtering in place. A rudderless 
ship adrift in a sea of mediocrity, with nary a lifeboat to be found, nor any 
rescue imminent. 
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Greenberg: Three’s poor company as Bears, Blackhawks ruin a Chicago 
Sunday 

 

By Jon Greenberg Oct 25, 2021  

 

What if, just for laughs, the Bears and Blackhawks make a trade? 

Matt Nagy coaches the Blackhawks for a week and Jeremy Colliton 
coaches the Bears and we see what happens. 

Has an NHL coach ever worn a visor behind the bench? Would Colliton 
still look dapper on an NFL sideline? 

On Sunday, the Bears scored three points and the Blackhawks three 
goals, and both results ruined an otherwise bleak and rainy day and 
night. 
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Really, the people who should be trading places in this daydream, the 
ones who should be shouldering the blame and finding new work, are 
Ryan Pace and Stan Bowman. 

Bowman has three Stanley Cup rings and the trust of ownership. Pace 
has no history to fall back on, just the goodwill and trust of the McCaskey 
family, the mostly inept caretakers of the NFL’s charter franchise. 

Bowman and Pace are the ones who hired the coaches, the ones who 
have assembled two massively disappointing teams. 

On Sunday, Pace’s Bears lost 38-3 in Tampa Bay. While only optimists 
thought the Bears could cover the 12 1/2-point spread against the 
defending Super Bowl champs, they managed to disappoint just the 
same, trailing 35-3 at the half. This was a loss of Trestman-esque 
proportions. 

Justin Fields fumbled three times (losing two) and threw three 
interceptions, as he was under duress all game thanks to a poor, 
undermanned offensive line. He made some typical rookie mistakes, the 
kinds that make coaches want to start a mediocre veteran. Despite that 
halftime deficit, the Bears couldn’t even compile pity yards in the second 
half. 

Later in the evening, as if dared by the Bears to do worse, Colliton’s 
Hawks lost for the sixth straight time to start the season. They also set an 
NHL record for minutes without a lead to start the season and officially 
retired their home sellout streak. Other than that, it was a great night of 
hockey. 

Things can get better for both teams, mostly because they can’t really get 
much worse. 

The Bears are 3-4, which fits neatly with the 8-9 predictions most of us 
proffered before the season. But there’s always a dissonance between 
predicting mediocrity and then watching it unfold. And in the case of the 
Bears, their offensive woes make it feel like the Bears are 0-7. 

They rank near the bottom of nearly every offensive category, and while 
it’s not all Nagy’s fault — he ceded play-calling to Bill Lazor and Fields is 
responsible for his rookie mistakes — he’s also the man in charge, as he 
reminded everyone when he gave up part of his game-day 
responsibilities to Lazor. 

The problem, for George McCaskey at least, is how do you fire Nagy and 
not fire Pace? How could anyone, even George McCaskey, let Pace hire 
a third head coach? McCaskey has fired two GMs in his brief tenure, so 
it’s not like he’s afraid to change, but there seems to be more of a 
comfort with Pace. 

It makes more sense that Bowman has sway over the Wirtzes. While he 
didn’t put together the core of the Blackhawks Cup teams, he was the 
GM for all three titles. His reign has had a number of scouting successes. 
But now seems like a good time for a complete restructuring of the 
hockey operations department. The Hawks made some win-now moves 
before the season, and they aren’t paying off. Danny Wirtz has risen in 
power. 

The Bears have to make decisions to surround Fields with talent and 
coaching. The surprise availability of Fields in the draft seemed to 
cement Pace and Nagy in place for the near future, but that shouldn’t be 
the case. 

Maybe Nagy has the coaching chops to develop Fields, but we have 
ample evidence that he isn’t a successful offensive coordinator, which is 
why he was forced, essentially, to give up play-calling duties for the 
second year in a row. His teams don’t score enough points. 

This season, the Bears are 3-0 when they score more than 20 points, but 
what’s amazing is they’ve scored more than 20 points only three times in 
seven games. 

Even the 0-7 Lions (128 points) have scored more than the Bears’ 101 
points. Nagy’s guys have the fewest points in the NFC and third-fewest in 
the NFL behind the 1-5 Jets and 1-6 Texans. 

All of this despite a decent running game. Khalil Herbert, who is starting 
because David Montgomery is injured and Damien Williams just got back 
from COVID-19 restrictions, rushed for 100 yards on 18 carries Sunday. 
The Bears are averaging 131 rushing yards per game, the sixth-best in 
the NFL. That’s fantastic. The problem is they’re also averaging 124.4 
passing yards, which is last in the NFL. Their three touchdown passes, 
as you might imagine, are also the lowest in the NFL. Fields wasn’t 
helped out by his receivers, who dropped and tipped passes, but he 
needs to get the ball out quicker and recognize adverse situations. All 
rookie quarterbacks do, but he’s the one on which we’re focused. 

In the Bears’ defense, six of the seven teams they’ve played this season 
have winning records. Three of their four losses are to 6-1 teams. None 
of those games was particularly close, as the Bears were outscored 96-
31. Their 10-point loss to Green Bay was, of course, punctuated by 
Aaron Rodgers’ very public reminder of their lowly status. 

The Bears are getting a break in the schedule with a home game against 
San Francisco, a road trip to a very beatable Steelers team and then a 
home and away against Baltimore and Detroit. With a little imagination, 
that could be a 3-1 stretch. With that half-drunk optimism in mind, the 
only unwinnable games left on the schedule come in the first two games 
of December: a home game against the Arizona Cardinals and a road 
game under the lights at Lambeau Field. 

But couldn’t you also see the Bears being the first win on Detroit’s 
ledger? I wrote that it can get better, but we’ve also witnessed the 
opposite here, time and time again. The defense was weaker without 
Akiem Hicks on Sunday, but it’s still the Bears offense holding this team 
down. The only way that changes is if Fields starts making 
developmental leaps. Lazor has committed to the run game, but we know 
the offense, as it’s designed, isn’t going to save the season. 

The offensive malaise has defined the organization for 70 years and 
continued in earnest under Nagy, who fell off the Andy Reid tree and hit 
every branch on the way down. 

Colliton seems to have the backing of his best players, but his promotion 
to head coach and subsequent struggles show why Bowman should be 
fired. Why so many teams in this town hire head coaches without any 
kind of real search is beyond me. It speaks to the hubris of the people in 
charge. 

After years of bumbling, Bulls president Michael Reinsdorf course-
corrected — thanks to John Paxson stepping away from his “job for life” 
— and hired new blood to revitalize the organization. 

The Bulls, who have been a laughingstock since firing Tom Thibodeau 
after the 2015 season, are the early darlings of the NBA and Chicago, a 
fun, exciting team suddenly rich with talent and promise. 

Bulls Fever is spreading at the perfect time because we’re already sick of 
the Bears and Blackhawks. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.26.2021 

1224020 Arizona Coyotes 

 

Coyotes' rally falls short in third period; three players injured in loss to 
Panthers 

 

José M. Romero 

 

The Arizona Coyotes talked about having played a better game after their 
shutout loss to the New York Islanders Saturday night. Monday saw them 
fight back from a three-goal deficit in the third period and lose 5-3 to the 
undefeated Florida Panthers, as close as Arizona has come to its first 
win of the season since an overtime loss at Buffalo on Oct. 16.  
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Liam O'Brien and Phil Kessel scored their first goals of the season 34 
seconds apart, and the Coyotes (0-5-1) came close to tying late in the 
third period before an empty-net goal from former Coyote Anthony 
Duclair finished them off.  

The loss to a third previously undefeated team faced this season was the 
Coyotes' first game of a six-game road trip.  

"The guys came out with a lot of pride. They battled hard and we made 
more plays, I think. We made more plays, I think," Coyotes head coach 
André Tourigny said. "I liked our attitude in the third. We had the right 
mindset. In the first two, for whatever reason, I don't think we made 
enough plays with the puck. We turned it over too much, so we gave up a 
lot of speed and a lot of momentum to Florida." 

Forward Christian Fischer said his team continues to believe in itself 
despite the losses.  

"You start thinking about so much when you're just looking for that first 
one," Fischer said. "It's tough on you in a lot of ways. We've got to learn 
from these type of games. We've to learn from what we did wrong... it's a 
lot of new faces, but screw all the excuses, we have good players in that 
locker room and we know how to play, it's just we've got to put it together 
soon." 

Three players were lost due to injury during the game. Goaltender Carter 
Hutton, making his third start of the season, stopped 10 shots in the first 
period, but did not come out for the second due to what was announced 
by the team as a lower body injury. Karel Vejmelka finished the game, his 
fifth appearance of the season.  

In the second period, defenseman Conor Timmins took a hard hit to his 
lower body from the Panthers' Radko Gudas and had to be helped off the 
ice. Teammate Ryan Dzingel came to his teammate's defense after the 
low check, and he, too, did not return for the third period with an upper 
body injury.  

Should Timmins and Dzingel have to miss time, the Coyotes have two 
forwards they scratched for the second straight game, Antoine Roussel 
and Travis Boyd, who can play multiple positions. On defense they have 
Dysin Mayo, who can provide offense from his position and scored in his 
NHL debut last week.  

Vejmelka finished with 26 saves, allowing two goals in the second period 
and one in the third.  

No AHL call-ups from Tucson were made official Monday night, and no 
timetable was given for how long Hutton, Dzingel and Timmins will be 
out.  

Before his injury, Hutton looked confident despite his low save 
percentage and high goals-against average.  

"He really was strong for us in the first period. He kept us in the game," 
Tourigny said. 

Clayton Keller scored Arizona's first goal, a breakaway in the first period 
that gave the Coyotes a 1-0 lead. Keller leads the Coyotes in goals this 
season with three.  

The Panthers answered on the power play with 18 seconds left in the 
period. Joe Thornton put in the rebound of a saved shot, then a pass 
from Sam Reinhart. 

The Coyotes have allowed at least one power play goal in all six games 
this season, and their penalty kill is only 5 of 14 overall.   

O'Brien nets second 

O'Brien's goal made it 4-2, and it was only his second career goal and 
first since the 2014-2015 season when he was with the Washington 
Capitals. Fischer assisted, and O'Brien said he was trying to aim high 
and over the goalie's shoulder.  

Next up 

The Coyotes move on to Tampa Bay to face the back-to-back Stanley 
Cup champion Lightning (2-3-1) on Thursday.  

NFL power rankings: Arizona Cardinals continue to impress, move to 7-0 

NBA power rankings: Jazz rise, Suns, Lakers, Nets fall in first week of 
season 

NFL Week 8 odds: Money lines, point spreads, over/unders for Week 8 
NFL games 

WATCH: Beyond the Gridiron: Tolleson — Episode 4 

NFL Week 8 schedule, TV information for all 15 Week 8 NFL games 

Get in touch with Jose Romero at Jose.Romero@gannett.com. Find him 
on Twitter at @RomeroJoseM.  
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The Athletic / Shapiro: It’s early, but NHL attendance woes are cause for 
concern 

 

By Sean Shapiro Oct 25, 2021  

 

It’s been common practice in the NHL to thank the fans this season. 

Whether it’s pointing out how nice it is to have an actual home crowd or 
being the umpteenth player, coach or manager to crown a fanbase “the 
best fans in hockey,” it’s been a common trend in postgame pressers. 
The Seattle Kraken, before they ever played a home game, retired No. 
32 in honor of their fans. 

It’s a warm and fuzzy sentiment. But behind the words of gratitude is a 
much deeper importance for the NHL as the league attempts to navigate 
rough financial waters in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Ticket sales remain the most important financial pillar for NHL teams, and 
therefore still play a major role in eventually elevating the salary cap and 
player salaries. Depending on the market, ticket sales on average 
account for anywhere from 30 to 40 percent of a team’s revenue in a 
season, accounting for an even higher percentage of what the league 
tracks as “hockey-related revenue.” 

While teams still rely heavily on the other pillars of financial success — 
sponsorships and TV money — ticket sales in a well-sold season 
frequently double each of those categories. 

“Ticket sales account for approximately 50 percent of league revenues,” 
Columbus Blue Jackets president Mike Priest told me earlier this week.  
Other team executives and league sources have echoed those 
estimates. 

It’s why there’s room for concern across the league as fans haven’t been 
showing up in force like they were during the 2019-20 season. Teams 
have typically sold out their home openers, but in many cases, turnout 
has dropped for each of the following games. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins sellout streak ended after 14 years, the 
Nashville Predators sellout streak is in peril, and the Chicago Blackhawks 
had a crowd below capacity for the first time in 535 games in Sunday’s 
loss to the Detroit Red Wings. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs, who admittedly have had on-ice performance 
issues, are averaging 18,351 fans through four home games. Since the 
team moved to Scotiabank Arena full time in 1999, the Maple Leafs have 
never had an average attendance below 19,000. 

During the 2019-20 season, before the COVID-19 shutdown, the average 
attendance at an NHL game was 17,423 fans per game. This season that 
average has already dropped to 16,256 through 74 games, and it’s likely 
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that number is going to drop this week with 28 of the 32 teams already 
having already hosted their home opener — and most likely sellout 
option — in the early season. 

COVID-19 changed NHL attendance and will continue to have an impact 
on the foreseeable future when it comes to the turnstiles. It may come to 
define or change the new norm. 

In the short term, teams have been wrestling with how to best police and 
implement vaccine mandates for fans. Teams that have implemented a 
vaccine mandate have seen pushback from season-ticket holders, which 
is why other teams, according to multiple team sources, didn’t even try to 
push the issue out of fear of losing some long-term customers. 

Teams that haven’t implemented a vaccine mandate or other precaution, 
such as proof of a negative COVID-19 test, have also seen pushback, 
often less vocally, of fans who aren’t yet comfortable attending an event 
without such precautions. 

Teams have scrambled to capture the long-term ticket holder, with teams 
typically allowing season-ticket holders to roll their already-paid season 
tickets into the 2022-23 season if they have any reservations, one way or 
the other, when it comes to COVID-19 protocols. 

Long-term, teams have also seen interest wane in full-season packages. 
According to one team executive, the number of season-ticket holders is 
the same, but the number of full-season ticket holders has dramatically 
decreased as many customers have switched to partial-season 
packages. The aim is to convert those who have scaled down back into 
full-season ticket holders, but it’s going to be an uphill battle. 

Owners aren’t the only ones feeling the effects of an early lack of 
attendance. In fact, players may be taking the brunt of the financial hit 
when empty seats start to show up more frequently. 

NHL player salaries are based on a 50-50 split of hockey-related 
revenue. Salaries and contracts have to be determined ahead of time, so 
the salary cap is set upon presumptive revenues and an escrow system 
is in place to make sure the owners are still getting their 50 percent if that 
revenue estimate is off or, in this case, thrown off-kilter by a pandemic. 

This season, the NHL’s escrow rate is 17.2 percent. A contract worth $1 
million dollars is actually worth $828,000, before taxes. The players did 
negotiate a salvo for next season — escrow will be capped at 10 percent, 
and will fall to six percent in the following three years of the current CBA. 

But between that escrow system and hockey-related revenue, players 
have to find a way to make up close to a $1 billion debt back to owners. 
Publicly the league and NHLPA have maintained that debt will be 
handled before the next CBA, in theory avoiding a nasty labor 
negotiation, but privately players and their agents have started to take 
note that $1 billion isn’t exactly a small number to pay off, and not-so-full 
buildings only exacerbate the problem. 

So attendance this season could be a flashpoint for the league as it tries 
to diagnosis the issue and navigate out of the economic downturn. TV 
money isn’t enough, and even though teams have seen stronger 
sponsorship dollars than expected this season, the league system is built 
on a foundation of ticket sales. 

And when a foundation starts to show cracks, as it has this season, it’s 
time to look for alternative solutions. 

NHL team attendance 

TEAM   HOME GAMES   AVERAGE   CAPACITY 
PERCENTAGE   

Chicago 

3 

19,937 

101.1 

Tampa Bay 

3 

19,092 

100 

Montreal 

4 

19,020 

89.4 

Carolina 

1 

18,680 

100 

Washington 

4 

18,573 

100.4 

Dallas 

1 

18,532 

100 

Toronto 

4 

18,351 

97.5 

St. Louis 

1 

18,096 

100 

Colorado 

2 

18,029 

100.1 

Vegas 

4 

17,949 

103.4 

Boston 

2 

17,850 

100 

Philadelphia 

4 

17,328 
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88.4 

Minnesota 

3 

17,408 

97 

Rangers 

1 

17,173 

95.4 

Nashville 

4 

17,159 

100.3 

Seattle 

1 

17,151 

100.3 

Pittsburgh 

3 

16,755 

92.1 

San Jose 

1 

16,137 

91.9 

Detroit 

4 

16,048 

82.2 

Edmonton 

3 

15,953 

85.6 

Columbus 

4 

15,682 

86.4 

Calgary 

1 

15,174 

78.7 

Los Angeles 

2 

14,589 

80 

Anaheim 

2 

14,099 

82.1 

New Jersey 

4 

13,964 

84.5 

Winnipeg 

2 

13,953 

93 

Florida 

3 

12,829 

75.3 

Arizona 

3 

12,224 

71.4 

Ottawa 

4 

10,846 

56.6 

Buffalo 

4 

7,883 

41.3 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: Panthers keep rolling, Hawks 
keep losing, and the Maple Leafs get embarrassed 

 

By Sean McIndoe Oct 25, 2021  

 

It’s week two, it’s still too early, and some of the power rankings out there 
are already losing their minds. 

OK, Sean and Dom didn’t quite phrase it that way. They went with 
“embracing the chaos”. But the Sabres as the league’s second-best 
team? The Sharks in the top five? The Red Wings ahead of the 
Lightning? The Senators and Blue Jackets ahead of the Avalanche and 
Islanders?  Vegas at 25? The Habs in dead last? 
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Well, yeah, maybe that last one works. But the rest of it is madness. It’s 
been two weeks! You can’t overreact to two weeks. 

Except… what do you do, then? 

It’s one thing to wave away the occasional weird early season results. 
But two weeks into this year, it feels like nothing makes sense. Hardly 
anyone is playing the way we expected, and the standings look like 
somebody took a snow globe full of little hockey logos and gave it a good 
shake. Not all of it will matter. Most of it won’t. But some of this has to 
mean something, right? 

I’m not sure. Since I’m the guy who does the “let’s think long-term” 
rankings, I’m in way more danger of embarrassing myself than Sean and 
Dom are. If the Sabres don’t win another game the rest of the year, well, 
they were still 3-0-0, so maybe they deserved that ranking, if only briefly. 
I’m trying to predict the future here, so if I jump on a bandwagon too 
quickly then I have to wear it all year long. 

It’s very possible that we’ll look back on a snapshot of the week two 
standings in a few months and laugh at how none of it held up. Welcome 
to the parity era, where anyone can beat anyone and it takes months to 
get any idea of what’s really happening, am I right? But maybe we look 
back and see that some of it was real, and some of those surprise teams 
on either side of the ledger were trying to tell us something. 

Fair warning: For this week’s rankings, I’m still going to mostly stay 
conservative, and continue to lean more on preseason expectations than 
what’s happened on the ice so far. If that’s going to bother you, then hit 
up the Friday rankings and embrace that chaos. For now, I’m going to 
(mostly) step carefully for one more week. 

But after that, it will be time to start considering some bigger moves for 
the teams that are surprising us, and things might get weird. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts. 

We got an early-season Avs/Lightning matchup on Saturday, and in true 
pro wrestling style they left us wanting more by delivering a non-finish. 
Well, we call them shootouts in the hockey world, but it’s the same thing. 
Colorado took the extra point in the coin flip contest, and we’ll have to 
wait for December for the rematch — and then maybe June for the big 
showdown. 

OK, seriously, final warning, a couple of the teams in this week’s top five 
have bad records — if you can’t get your head around the whole “long 
term” concept, this is your last chance to bail out while you can. 

5. Edmonton Oilers (5-0-0, +10 true goals differential*) — Two reasons. 
First, and most obviously, they’re 5-0-0, and even with a weakish 
schedule that’s impressive. But they also get a boost because Vegas is 
struggling. We all kind of penciled the Knights in as the Pacific winner 
before they even dropped the puck, but the Oilers have already yanked 
that status away from them. It’s Edmonton, so we’re all waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. But maybe this is the year that it doesn’t. Just a team 
with two superstars, enough supporting talent, adequate goaltending, 
and a path to winning a weak division. Add it all up, and start looking way 
too far ahead, and it could at least get them to home ice in the second 
round. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (4-0-0, +11) — I’ve only got one spot for the Metro 
this week, and I’m giving it to the undefeated Hurricanes, who’ve won 
four straight plus tonight’s guaranteed Freddie Andersen shutout against 
the Leafs. But with the Penguins, Rangers, and Caps all looking strong, it 
won’t take much of a wobble to put this spot up for grabs. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (2-2-1, -4) — In hindsight, the early schedule 
was tough, but this week brings the Sabres and Coyotes so we should 
see the Lightning remind us of what they can do. Still, the long-term loss 
of Nikita Kucherov means we have to bump them down at least one slot. 

2. Florida Panthers (5-0-0, +13) — They look amazing, and if you wanted 
to push them all the way up to the top spot then I wouldn’t argue much. 
And while they’ve been good in pretty much every phase of the game, 
the real story has been Sergei Bobrovsky looking like a real goalie again. 
The storyline for Florida heading into the season was whether Bobrovsky 
and rookie Spencer Knight could be decent enough that the position 
wouldn’t sink them. If it turns out to be a strength instead, look out. 
They’ve already beaten a bunch of good teams, and a pair of meetings 
with the Bruins this week will be another good test. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (2-3-0, -6) — Settle down, Avs fans, this isn’t 
much of a compliment. Read this as more of “nobody else has really 
jumped up and definitely grabbed the top spot, so we’re still defaulting to 
the preseason pick because they did just beat the defending champs, 
sort of”. 

Again, if you had to bet your life savings on the eventual Cup winner right 
now, would you really have many teams ahead of the Avs? Any at all? I 
don’t think I would, but that confidence is fading quickly. They’ve got a 
real prove-it week ahead, with the Knights, Blues and Wild. Run the table 
there and this ranking will look good. But another iffy week means they 
won’t be here next time. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues — First, an important reminder: The “not 
ranked” section in both the top and bottom five is not meant to be the 
sixth-place team. If I wanted to rank six teams every week, I’d do a top 
six. Instead, it’s simply a team that didn’t make that week’s list but is still 
worth talking about. This week, that’s St. Louis. 

As you’ve no doubt noticed if you’re a fan of one of them, there are 
several teams that have picked up points in every game that didn’t crack 
our top five. That list lost the Sharks and Wild yesterday, but still includes 
the Penguins (who got this feature spot last week) and Capitals, who 
both sit at 3-0-2. 

And then there’s the Blues, one of four teams left with completely 
spotless records. The other three are in the top five. So why not us, St. 
Louis fans might want to know. 

It’s a fair question, especially with the Blues also leading the league in 
goals-per-game. They did boost that by hanging a seven-spot on the 
Coyotes, which just seems cruel, but they also lit up the Kings on 
Saturday and have earned wins over legit contenders like the Avs and 
Knights. 

I guess my best answer is that I just want to see it for another week or 
two before I fully buy into a team that not many of had in our top tier 
heading into the season. And there’s a good chance I will because they 
spend their next two weeks playing some pretty so-so teams. Five of 
their next six opponents missed the playoffs last year, all of them by a lot, 
and the other team is Colorado, who don’t look right yet. There’s a 
chance here to bank enough points that I won’t be able to snub the Blues 
for long. But for one more week, I guess that’s what I’m doing. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

There’s no Red Wings in this week’s bottom five for the second straight 
week. But I still needed to find a spot for this, which (with apologies to 
Lucas Raymond) may have been the highlight of the weekend: 

5. Seattle Kraken (1-4-1, -10) — They deserve some extra time to gel as 
a group, they’ve only had one home game, and we’re all still terrified of 
sticking our necks out on a new team and getting Vegas’ed. Still, we 
have to at least consider the possibility that this might be a typical 
expansion team, which is to say not very good 

4. Buffalo Sabres (3-1-1, +3) — This is as far up the list as I can go, 
Sabres fans, so apologies if you were hoping to escape entirely this 
week, especially after two straight losses. Still, you’ve got the Lightning 
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tonight and then five more teams that look beatable, and at some point 
this team might bank enough wins that I don’t have a choice. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (0-5-1, -15) — With Montreal getting their first 
victory on Saturday, the Hawks are now the only team that’s actually 
trying to win that still hasn’t. The fact that the Habs got that win against 
the same Detroit team that went into Chicago and won last night just 
twists the knife even further. 

There are some obvious caveats here, as the Hawks are dealing with 
some COVID-related absences. But the guys who are there aren’t 
playing well, and this team is already dangerously close to falling out of 
the playoff race. Oh, and the sellout streak ended last night, so they’ve 
got that going for them. 

We’re told that Stan Bowman isn’t going to fire Jeremy Colliton. If that’s 
true, you wonder what the next step is going to be. Wait it out? Work the 
trade market? Bench somebody? Check the schedule and see who’s in 
town on Wednesday and realize they probably win that one? 

It’s hard to say. But if something doesn’t change soon, a season that 
started with a decent dose of optimism will pretty much be over before it 
began. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (2-3-1, -3) — Three straight losses, with 15 goals 
allowed in those games, has dampened some first-week enthusiasm. 
Their best game was their opener against the Jets, and they get them 
again tomorrow. I’m not sure I’d call Winnipeg a get-right game, but the 
Ducks can restore some optimism. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (0-4-1, -16) — No suspense here, and maybe there 
won’t be all season long. In all the years I’ve been doing this, I’ve never 
had a team go start-to-finish in the bottom spot — even the woeful 2019-
20 Red Wings took a few weeks to settle into rock bottom. The Coyotes 
sure look like favorites to pull it off this year, but we’ll see. 

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — It’s early and we’re not overreacting 
to a few games and things can look very different even a day or two from 
now. 

But we also don’t need to blow smoke, so let’s just say it: The Maple 
Leafs’ weekend was an absolute disaster. They were well-rested and 
facing a tired Sharks team at home on Friday, and lost a sloppy affair. 
Then they headed to Pittsburgh to face a depleted Pens team missing 
just about everyone and got absolutely rolled. 

Saturday’s 7-1 loss on Hockey Night in Canada was the sort of thing that 
would be considered embarrassing if this group was capable of 
embarrassment. At this point, nobody’s quite sure. They get to wear cool 
clothes before games now, after all, and maybe that’s the important 
thing. 

Six games into the season, we’re back to emergency mode in Toronto. 
Mitch Marner seems broken, Auston Matthews is buzzing but not scoring, 
John Tavares is mostly quiet, the blue line is a mess, and Michael 
Hutchinson is back in the picture. That’s going about as well as you’d 
expect. Every time the camera finds Sheldon Keefe, he looks like he 
wants to strangle somebody. At some point, maybe they should let him. 

And through it all, some Maple Leafs fans are panicking and some are 
loudly keeping the faith, as always. But a lot of them are doing something 
else, something that’s new — shrugging. I wrote about this after last 
spring’s collapse when I said that this time feels different. Two weeks into 
the season, that feeling hasn’t faded. 

I won’t pretend that the fans I hear from are a representative sample of 
the fan base as a whole, but I hear from a lot. And the message I keep 
getting is: We don’t care. Not about the regular season. Not until the 
playoffs arrive, if they even do. In some cases, not until this team actually 
wins something in the postseason. And in others, not at all, not anymore, 
at least with this group. The one thing you never saw from Leaf fans in 
the past was stuff like this and this and this. Maybe someday we’ll look 
back on the organization’s adamant and immediate vow that nothing of 
significance would change after the Montreal series as the right one, a 

brave call to stay the course instead of taking the easy way out to 
appease the howling masses. We’ll see. But from a PR perspective, 
man, it sure seems to have sent a depressing message to a fan base 
that didn’t want to hear it. 

How do you fix it? No idea. I’m not sure you can. I’m also still not sure 
you need to — it’s been six whole games, and a strong showing against 
the Hurricanes tonight might shift the narrative. It’s not a full-blown crisis 
in Toronto yet. But it’s already headed in that direction, and it won’t take 
many more nights like we just saw before we’re there. And once we are, 
all bets are off on how this might go. 

Does that bother the pride of anyone on this team? We’ll get another 
chance to find out tonight. 
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The Athletic / Top 23 prospects for the 2022 NHL Draft: Shane Wright 
leads forward-heavy group 

 

By Corey Pronman Oct 25, 2021  

 

Welcome to my first in-season ranking of the 2022 NHL Draft. One theme 
is the European and U.S. NTDP crop looks strong this season. In 
particular, the European group is aided by a unique Slovakian age group, 
with two top-10 candidates and three first-round candidates. 

Another theme is the Canadian 2004 age group early on does not appear 
to be overly strong other than Shane Wright and the Winnipeg duo of 
Conor Geekie and Matthew Savoie with the caveat Adam Fantilli is a late 
2004 and eligible in 2023. The OHL crop is tougher to pin down due to 
limited play time. I expect guys to emerge as the season progresses but 
as of now, nobody has truly distinguished themselves as a true top NHL 
prospect. 

I cut off at 23 prospects in my top tier, although I expect that number to 
grow by a couple as the season progresses. As of now, this draft class 
looks average. Wright looks like a standard No. 1 pick, analogous to 
some of the most recent No. 1 picks like Owen Power, Alexis Lafrenière 
and Jack Hughes, and the rest of the talent in the class follows in a 
typical way. This looks like a more forward-heavy group, and unlike some 
recent drafts there isn’t a no doubt top goalie prospect, at least yet. 

TIER 1: Projected NHL All-Star 

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

Wright enters the season as the favorite to be the top pick in the 2022 
NHL Draft. He’s not the flashiest No. 1 pick type of forward you’ll ever 
see and frankly hasn’t looked as sharp as expected to start the season. 
He remains the favorite to be picked first overall but is no longer a clear 
favorite. His shot is elite, and a true differentiator for him relative to the 
draft and potentially at the NHL level. The rest of his game doesn’t lend 
itself to a guy who lands on highlight reels. He’s a strong skater, 
puckhandler and passer but those aspects aren’t dimensional. Rather it’s 
his great work ethic, well rounded two-way play down the middle to go 
with excellent all-around offense that makes him a projected star. 

TIER 2: Projected bubble NHL All-Star or top of lineup player 

2. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk-VHL 

Miroshnichenko is playing well versus men this season at the second-
division level and was a leading player for Russia’s winning effort at the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup. He has a ton of NHL elements. He’s a strong skater, 
he has great skill and he can make and finish plays. Miroshnichenko is 
also a fierce competitor who wins a lot of battles and can create a lot of 
chances in the hard regions of the offensive zone. There isn’t an element 
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he’s the best in his age group at, but his toolkit has no noticeable flaw 
other than he’s not a center. 

3. Logan Cooley, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Cooley is the guy to know on the program for the 2022 draft. He’s a 
dynamic center who has great offensive elements to appease the fans 
while also being a hard, competitive two-way center that will make him a 
coach’s favorite. His game has a ton of speed, skill and playmaking in it. 
He’s undersized, but due to his skating and work ethic, I could see him 
being a top-of-the-lineup center, in the same way Brayden Point has 
found a way to stay down the middle. 

TIER 3: Projected top of lineup player 

4. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czech Extraliga 

Jiricek has played very well at the top Czech level to start this season 
and looks geared to become a go-to player on the Czech U20 team this 
winter. There’s a lot of attractive elements to a 6-foot-3, right-shot 
defenseman with legit offense and two-way ability. He skates fine, well 
enough for his size. Jiricek defends well due more to his reach and 
physicality, which is excellent. Offensively he displays great hands, vision 
and a hard point shot. 

5. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liiga 

Slafkovsky hasn’t lit it up or gotten huge minutes in Liiga to start the 
season, but he plays on a top team in TPS, so opportunity will be tough 
to come by this season. Against his peers at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, he 
showed why he’s one of the best 2004-born players. He’s a big winger 
with legit skill who is a shot and pass threat. He skates well for his size, 
and can use his frame to win battles. Slafkovsky is a well-rounded winger 
with a toolkit that projects high in an NHL lineup. 

6. Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP-Liiga 

Kemell has gotten off to a scorching start, building off a strong Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup and underage season by being one of the leading goal 
scorers and point producers in Liiga of any age. He has a very high skill 
level, showing great creativity and ability to generate chances with his 
speed, IQ and skill versus men. Kemell’s shot is a weapon, but he’s not 
perimeter and can generate chances with his physical effort. He’s an 
undersized winger, which isn’t ideal this high in the draft, but it’s hard to 
criticize him too much given what he’s accomplished so far this season. 

TIER 4: Projected bubble top or middle of lineup player 

7. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Savoie has been very strong in the WHL following up a great underage 
season in the USHL. He’s quite noticeable with the puck on his stick due 
to his high-end puck skills and overall offensive instincts. He’s a power-
play threat due to his fantastic vision while also having a big shot. 
Savoie’s physical gifts don’t wow you. He’s 5-foot-9 and a good, not great 
skater. He works very hard to win pucks and projects to have two-way 
value in the pros despite his frame. Whether he can actually stick at 
center in the NHL will be a debate this season, though. 

8. Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Nemec was fantastic in his underage season in Slovakia between his pro 
play and internationally, and he has carried that over. He was the best 
defenseman at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup and has been quite solid versus 
men again. He defends at a high level due to his mobility and a strong 
compete level. Offensively he pops a little more due to his great hockey 
sense, making a ton of plays at both ends of the rink and doing so with 
pace. His skating and vision allow him to accomplish a lot offensively 
while making stops. 

9. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Geekie is an exciting center prospect who’s been off to a solid start in the 
WHL and has been a standout player since he entered the league last 
season. He’s got great size, a ton of skill — showing great imagination as 
a handler and distributor. He also has an edge to his game, showing no 

fear of attacking the net or using his body to engage in physical play. His 
skating isn’t a strength, but it should hold up well enough to be a good 
NHL player. 

10. Brad Lambert, C, JYP-Liiga 

Lambert hasn’t gotten off to a hot start this season after scoring 15 points 
in Liiga the previous season. There is no doubting the pure talent level. 
He’s a dynamic skater and puckhandler. On a given rush Lambert can 
differentiate himself with his speed and evasiveness. He can make plays 
and do so with pace. His consistency has always been a minor issue in 
his game, and he can play too much on the perimeter as opposed to 
attacking the net. 

11. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

Yurov has played few minutes to start the season mostly with the big 
club. Magnitogorsk’s KHL team is stacked this season so I don’t expect 
to get a whole lot of useful information from Yurov at that level. There will 
be a lot of projection for him, going off his toolkit, underage year, and 
some sparse junior action he may get this season. His pure skill level is 
right is near the top of this draft, he has decent size, and he’s a good 
skater too. 

12. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

Gaucher was great in the QMJHL last season and has gotten off to a 
slower start but remains a top prospect. Any time you have a 6-foot-3 
right-shot center with offense, that makes the player highly intriguing. 
Gaucher can make plays, while also being a highly competitive two-way 
center who can win a lot of battles, PK and play around the net. He’s not 
the flashiest forward, and won’t be a driver of a line in the NHL with 
speed and skill but does project to score. 

TIER 5: Projected middle of lineup player 

13. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad-Slovakia 

Mesar has been productive versus men at a young age and shown well 
versus juniors when given the opportunity. He was excellent at the Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup and a big reason along with Nemec and Slafkovsky why 
they won silver. Mesar isn’t the biggest guy, but he can fly. His great 
speed combined with a high skill level, a dangerous mid-range shot and 
ability to set up teammates. He can create a lot of chances and do so at 
a fast pace. He isn’t a one-way guy either, as he can win some battles 
and PK too. 

14. Marco Kasper, LW, Rogle-SHL 

Kasper is a highly intriguing prospect who has shown early success 
playing versus pros. He has legit speed and skill, showing the ability to 
beat SHL defenders wide. He has some power in his game, being able to 
take pucks to the net. He has offense, but the question for me going 
forward this season will be figuring out whether he can make high-level 
plays or whether he’s just a skater, but I’ve seen enough so far to think 
he has good hockey sense. 

15. Isaac Howard, RW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Howard is a very fun winger to watch who brings a lot of NHL elements to 
a lineup. He’s a great skater and puckhandler, with standout skill who 
can make difficult plays with the puck at fast speeds. He’s a strong 
passer who can finish. Howard lacks ideal size for the higher levels, but 
he’s a strong enough competitor, who gets to the interior parts of the 
offensive zone. The bulk of his value projects to be on the offensive side 
of the puck as opposed to being this great all-around forward. 

16. Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau-QMJHL 

Luneau played big minutes with Gatineau as an underage and was one 
of the best rookie defensemen in the CHL. He’s highly intriguing as a 6-
foot-2 right-shot defenseman with a high skill level who can move it well 
out of his own end and create well inside the offensive zone. He’s a fine, 
but not a strong skater though and that’s the main concern on his game 
with scouts as he advances levels. 
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17. Ryan Chesley, RHD, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Chesley is the top defense prospect on the program this season. He 
brings a lot to the table as a strong skater, who has a high offensive skill 
level. He can create offense with his hands, vision and he has a big shot 
from the point. The program’s initial look this season has him as the go-to 
guy on the power play to shoot the puck with Cooley as the set-up man. 
He’s not a huge defenseman, but he’s 6-foot and doesn’t shy away from 
physical stuff. I think in the NHL, his value will be more offense-tilted than 
a tough-minute defender, though. 

18. Frank Nazar, C, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

Nazar is an easy guy to spot on the ice. He’s a great skater who plays 
hard. He’s a ball of energy, using his speed to drive the net constantly 
and showing no fear in how he plays despite his smaller frame. Nazar 
has very good offensive skills, he can make creative plays on the move 
or from a standstill, but the value of his game will come from his pace 
and effort. Even at 5-foot-10, I think he has a solid chance to become a 
middle-of-the-lineup NHL center. 

19. Rutger McGroarty, LW, U.S. NTDP-USHL 

McGroarty is a talented offensive player who put up a lot of points in his 
U17 season. He has a high skill level, can make and finish plays. He can 
create off the perimeter, while also having a good interior game and 
showing the ability to use his size to create around the net. The main 
debate point about McGroarty this season will be his skating stride, which 
worries scouts. 

20. Alexander Perevalov, LW, Yaroslavl-MHL 

Perevalov has been off to a scorching start. He’s been one of the best 
players in the MHL to start the season and was good for Russia’s U18 
team. He is a very skilled winger who can create with his hands and 
playmaking. He is also a shot threat who can finish from mid-range. Off 
the puck, he shows good effort to win battles and play decent defense. 
The main concern on Perevalov will be that his skating could use an 
extra step or two, but all the other components are there. 

21. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden-Sweden J20 

Lekkerimaki has had a great beginning to his draft season, being a goal-
per-game player at the Sweden J20 level and at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup. 
He’s a high-skill winger who can see the ice well, but his shot is his main 
weapon and he projects to score from range at higher levels. He’s an 
undersized winger and I’ve seen quicker small guys, but Lekkerimaki is 
still a strong skater who can slip by checks and create controlled entries. 

22. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden-SHL 

Ohgren has had a strong start to the season after a good Hlinka, and a 
great couple of J20 games in Sweden that led to a promotion to the big 
club in Djurgarden. Ohgren is a skilled forward who can make creative 
plays as a handler and passer. The shot doesn’t blow me away but he 
works and can create in the interior parts of the offensive zone to score. 
He also has shown he can win battles versus men. Ohgren’s skating is 
fine but not explosive, which is my one big hangup with him. 

23. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Mateychuk has been a big minute defenseman for Moose Jaw to start 
this season, building off his strong but brief first WHL season. His main 
strength is his skating. Mateychuk is so good at closing gaps, and skating 
pucks up the ice due to his great mobility. The questions that will come 
on him is as a 5-foot-11 defenseman without elite offense is whether his 
skating is good enough to become a solid NHL player? I think he makes 
enough plays to be in that projection for now but that will be the debate 
all season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Faith in Maple Leafs being tested after uninspiring loss to 
Hurricanes 

 

Luke Fox 

October 25, 2021, 9:50 PM 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – New lines, same result. 

Faith in the Toronto Maple Leafs and faith within the Toronto Maple Leafs 
is getting tested, as the group followed up its most lopsided loss in nearly 
five years with another decisive L. 

Another night when a team built to score simply couldn’t do it enough. 

The difference in spirit and in play between Frederik Andersen’s 
undefeated Carolina Hurricanes (now 5-0-0) and their visitors Monday 
night was as sharp as it should be disturbing. 

“We got a sense of what a Stanley Cup–contending team looks and feels 
like," Sheldon Keefe said. 

“That's the hardest game we've played in this season by a wide margin in 
terms of the pressure, in terms of how difficult it is, in terms of how little 
time you have with the puck.” 

The coach was encouraged by his group’s effort in comparison to 
Saturday’s no-show — but clearly there’s another level or three to reach. 

“Unfortunately, it's still not high enough. You're playing against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. They set the standard, really, in the league in that 
regard," Keefe said. “Playing on the road here in Carolina, it's a different 
animal. Something that our team hasn't really felt in quite a while. So 
requires a lot more from you, and it's eye-opening.” 

Although the Leafs are doing their best to downplay a sloppy and 
uninspired week of hockey, tangible signs of a turnaround are hard to 
come by following a 4-1 Carolina victory. 

"I think that noise and that panic from the outside can't shake us — 
because there's no reason it should. It's still early, and we're still trying to 
figure out our game,” Auston Matthews said. 

“Within the room, we realize, obviously, that we need to play better. But 
at the same time, it's not like the end all, be all. Like, it's not the end of 
the world right now.” 

Toronto is fighting the narrative, because how does one write a positive 
story right now? With a group whose very identity is its high-powered 
offence yet who has slunk to 29th in the NHL in that category, averaging 
a paltry 1.86 goals per game? With a 26th-ranked power-play that’s drier 
than melba toast? 

If we’re scrounging for a silver lining, it’s that Matthews himself is on the 
board, four games after returning from wrist surgery. 

“Hopefully he lets me sneak in one or two past him,” Matthews said the 
morning before facing friend-for-life Andersen. 

And it only took three minutes and 25 seconds for Andersen to grant 
Matthews’ wish. 

Ethan Bear lost the big centreman behind the net, and Matthews 
whipped a wraparound past Andersen for his first on the year and 200th 
in just 338 games, becoming the second-fastest Leaf to reach that 
plateau. 

As Keefe scrambled all four of his lines in search of any offensive spark, 
Michael Bunting and William Nylander were promoted to Matthews’ 
wings. The trio looked dangerous early, with a nice Bunting forecheck 
helping to get the puck on Matthews’ blade. 

“We’ve actually been spending a lot of time together off the ice. So 
hopefully that can kind of translate on the ice as far as chemistry goes,” 
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Matthews said of Scarborough’s finest. “He's always on the puck. He's 
smart. He makes plays.” 

Carolina did what strong teams do. They responded. 

The Canes buzzed back with prime scoring chances. Andrei Svechnikov 
hit a double-post off a sky-high alley-oop pass. Vincent Trocheck whiffed 
on a clear breakaway. And Jack Campbell stoned Jesper Fast on a 
nicely executed 2-on-1. 

Soon enough, the better club broke through. 

Sebastian Aho tied the contest in Period 2 by deftly tipping an Ethan 
Bear point shot. Then fourth-liner Steven Lorentz outmuscled Rasmus 
Sandin for a loose puck in the slot and whipped the winner right through 
Campbell’s legs. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Immediately after killing off a Leafs power-play, the Canes scored their 
third unanswered. Jaccob Slavin undressed Mitch Marner at the blueline 
and fed Nino Niederreiter, who drove the net and slammed the puck 
home. 

Marner hung his head. 

“We gotta believe in one another, and everyone loves each other in this 
room. It’s such a close hockey team. And if any team were to do it — to 
get out of this rut we’re in — it's us,” Bunting said. 

“It's all a matter of us believing in one another. And it starts in our room, 
not out there.” 

The Maple Leafs carry their four-game losing skid into Chicago 
Wednesday in a showdown between two storied franchises digging 
themselves into early-season crises. 

“The more that you lose, the worse it feels,” Justin Holl said. “So, it's 
gonna be very important for us to get back on the horse and get a big 
win.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Svechnikov is soaring after signing his eight-year, $62-million extension 
in late August. He’s entered the season with a five-game point streak. His 
five goals and nine points put him top-10 leaguewide. 

• Keefe acknowledged the slow start for his shutdown pair, Jake Muzzin 
(minus-7) and Justin Holl (minus-6): "Just two guys that haven't played at 
the level that we've come to expect from them. Those guys take on a lot 
of tough assignments and it is difficult for them. But we've come to expect 
them to thrive in that position, and it hasn't happened here yet." 

• Some outsiders didn’t like the optics of Matthews and Andersen having 
dinner and watching NFL Red Zone together Sunday. Well, Petr Mrazek 
met up with some of his old mates on the off-day, too, including 
Svechnikov. Opposing players do this all the time, and with COVID 
restrictions loosened, it shouldn’t come as a shock. 

• Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour on the endurance of Jason Spezza, 
whom he played against for seven seasons: “You got a veteran player 
who knows how to play and can skate. That's the one thing that’s never 
left him. He's got some confidence. The coach is playing him…. I think if 
his wheels weren't there, it’d be a different story. But his wheels are 
there, and that's why he's doing what he’s doing.” 

• Those “bunch of jerks” Hurricanes continue to lean into their NHL troll 
persona. Monday they hosted EBUG David Ayres, who revved the 
opening siren. 

"It's a great story, obviously, and happy for a guy like that to get some life 
out of it," said Brind'Amour. "It might be more [of a story] up there where 
you guys are [in Toronto] than down here." 

Oh, it is, Rod. It is. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames’ Mangiapane taking game to new level through 
dogged determination 

 

Eric Francis  October 25, 2021, 11:44 PM 

 

His numbers of late are downright spectacular. 

The timeliness of his goals has been on point too. 

While Andrew Mangiapane’s official coming of age came last June in 
Latvia, the MVP of the World Championship has sandwiched that effort 
with some impressive stats. 

Combine his final four games of last season with his opening five this 
year and the 25-year-old Flames winger has 10 goals in his last nine 
NHL outings. 

Add seven goals in seven games for Team Canada, and outside of 
playoff scoring god Brayden Point, Mangiapane is the world’s hottest 
goal-scorer over that span. 

The Barrie Colts walk-on picked up two more goals in a 5-1 Flames win 
at Madison Square Garden Monday, including a game-turning snipe early 
in the second period that changed the complexion of the game. 

Less than a minute after Jacob Markstrom preserved a 1-0 lead by 
opening the second period with a spectacular pad save on Filip Chytil, 
Mangiapane’s ensuing forecheck prompted a Rangers turnover he buried 
past red-hot Rangers starter Igor Shesterkin. 

“It’s either a 1-1 game, or it ended up being a 2-0 game – there’s a huge 
difference,” said Markstrom, whose 28-save performance was also key to 
the Flames’ third-straight win. 

“Darryl (Sutter) has been talking about it, and myself too – as goalies it’s 
about timely saves, especially in this league. When the other team is 
pushing you have to come up with one or two saves, and then Mango 
finished it off there to make it 2-0. That was a big goal for us, for sure.” 

It held up as the third game-winner he’s scored in the Flames’ last nine 
games. 

“Mango” is certainly a new nickname for the man who prompted a fan to 
throw a loaf of bread on the Saddledome ice opening night. 

His confidence is also something that has evolved, which he credits for a 
scoring binge that has him two off the NHL lead with five in five games. 

“Every game I’m playing now my confidence is growing,” said 
Mangiapane, who finished second on the team with 18 goals last year. 

“I think maybe when I first came into the league I was a little shy to make 
a play or maybe play it safe and chip it in. Now I’m just trying to play my 
game. Play with confidence. You have to play with confidence in this 
league and right now the puck is going in for me.” 

In hockey, like in life, you make your own luck by working hard and doing 
the things that lead to success. 

Mangiapane’s dogged determination as the team’s most tenacious 
forechecker has led to plenty of chances for the sixth-round pick, as has 
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his penchant for loitering in an area most 5-foot-10 players don’t thrive: 
around the net. 

He scored his second of the night from there on the power play with five 
seconds remaining, when he corralled a puck shot wide of the net and 
put it into a gaping net from the doorstep. 

“He’s really good around the net,” said Darryl Sutter when asked how 
Mangiapane is able to score so many goals that way. 

“I think he’s got a great work ethic. He’s got good hands. Even the play at 
the end, it comes off the boards. A lot of guys aren’t going to make that 
play. They’re going to fan on it or not get it. He’s a good package for us.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

BIG NIGHT FOR COLEMAN 

Coming off a shutout in Detroit his last outing, Markstrom’s early success 
had him extending his shutout streak to 105 minutes before Dryden Hunt 
made it a 2-1 game early in the third. 

However, the Flames’ top checking line stepped up to stymie the 
Rangers’ momentum with a Blake Coleman goal that ultimately 
preserved the win. 

“That was big,” said Mangiapane of Coleman’s second as a Flame, 
followed three minutes later by Coleman’s setup for Mikael Backlund’s 
first. 

“The crowd kind of got into it after they scored that goal so we needed to 
pump it back up. It was a big goal Coles scored, and Backs followed it up 
with another one. It was good we kind of responded to that. And that’s 
what we’re going to need to do the rest of the season.” 

Coleman’s two-point night included a game-high eight shots on goal. 

All told, Coleman, Backlund and Tyler Pitlick combined for 13 of the 
team’s 37 shots, proving a good defence can be a solid offence. 

Perhaps more to the point, a good defence has plenty to do with great 
goaltending, something Markstrom has provided the last two games, 
following a shaky start. 

The Flames are now 26-3-2 when scoring three goals since last year, 
putting a premium on defensive efforts like these where Markstrom was 
asked to make a few timely saves like the one he made on the game-
opening breakaway by Artemi Panarin. 

“I think we’re playing great and I’m playing better too,” said Markstrom, 
whose club has won all three games on this five game road trip that 
stops in New Jersey Tuesday. 

“I wasn’t very happy with my start to the season. You challenge yourself 
to be better every day and work on your craft and right now I’m getting 
some bounces.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.26.2021 

1224169 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Since joining Oilers, Zach Hyman is filling a Ryan Smyth-
shaped void 

 

Mark Spector 

October 25, 2021, 6:30 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Zach Hyman has five goals in five games for his new 
team in Edmonton. It’s the hockey team, by the way, despite the fact 
Hyman was recently described by head coach Dave Tippett as a guy 
who “scores a lot of goals from about the one-inch line.” 

He has run the puck in over tackle with regularity in his short time with 
the Elks, er, Oilers in Edmonton. No different than he did in Toronto, 
where his old team is scuffling along this October. Mitch Marner (0), 
Auston Matthews getting (1), John Tavares (1) and William Nylander (2) 
have just three goals between them — two less than Hyman, if you’re 
keeping score at home. 

In another tragic episode of Maple Leafs salary cap mismanagement, the 
player the Leafs could least afford to lose became a player who precisely 
fits the void that Oilers GM Ken Holland was trying to fill. Hyman’s goals 
will never be Plays of the Week material, though each one counts for just 
as much as a Connor McDavid end-to-end rush. 

“His willingness to be at the net, in the goalie's eyes,” McDavid said. 
“Sometimes he even ends up in the net after he scores.” 

Hyman signed a seven-year deal in Edmonton, meaning the author of 
three children’s book will be here for whatever McDavid, Leon Draisaitl 
and Company pen for this franchise. For the grit, the sandpaper, the skill 
and the sheer likeability of Hyman as a person, the Oilers will shell out 
$5.5 million per season. 

By comparison, Marner ($10.9 million), Matthews ($11.6 million), Tavares 
($11 million) and Nylander (nearly $7 million) make a combined $40.5 
million in Toronto. 

Hyman was the working man’s Maple Leaf in an analytics-focused world 
where the word “grit” draws snickers and knowing smiles from those who 
do not respect what can not be quantified. GM Kyle Dubas paid all the 
skill guys, and when Hyman’s contract was up there was nothing left in 
the kitty for a heart-and-soul player whose work makes everyone around 
him better. 

Out West, what we see in Hyman is the second coming of Ryan Smyth, a 
player who asked this scribe maybe 100 times (and we paraphrase), 
“Why wouldn’t I go to the net? That’s where the puck has to end up, isn’t 
it?” 

Here’s what Hyman said on Monday: 

“You get told early, if you want to score goals then go to the net. It’s the 
place to be,” said Hyman, his Oilers back at practice after a weekend in 
Vegas, a 5-0 start under their collective belt. “Early on my career, even 
before I got to the NHL, it was ‘Go to the net if you want to score goals.’ 
It’s the best way for me to score: banging in some rebounds. Sometimes 
it hits off of you, sometimes it goes off a skate. It doesn’t really matter. 

“Especially later on in the year when things get tighter, you see those are 
the kinds of goals that are going to get scored.” 

Like Toronto, the Oilers have lots of highlight reel scorers, No. 1 overalls 
and high draft picks who can dangle. That and four trips to the rink got 
the Oilers swept out of the playoffs last spring, when the power plays 
dwindled and open ice became even more scarce. 

Holland and Tippett recognized what was required here, and went free 
agent shopping over the summer. Thus far, Hyman has checked all the 
boxes. 

“He has a way of getting to the bottom of the pile, closest to the puck,” 
Tippett said. “The one he scored the other night it was a big pile up, but 
he seemed like he was in the right layer to move it ahead. He gets in 
there, he’s hard around that crease. He gets his nose over the puck, and 
he can usually advance it in the right direction.” 

Can you microchip a player’s jersey and add up all the benefits of pucks 
battles won, net-front position gained, and hits taken to make plays? Can 
you quantify the flexibility Hyman has allowed Tippett, who thus far has 
played McDavid and Draisaitl on a line together at home, and on 
separate units on the road? 

What about, as was Smyth’s talent, all those goals that go in because 
Hyman was screening and battling in front, even when he does not get a 
point? What heat map collects that data? 
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“That’s where he gets his goals,” McDavid said of his left winger at 
Monday’s practice, with the Philadelphia Flyer in Wednesday. “If he keep 
putting them in, we’ll keep putting (pucks) in there for him.” 

What does it mean to add a Tomas Holmstrom-type scorer to a team that 
did not used to score many from the blue paint? 

“We’re just covering more areas of the ice where we can score from,” 
McDavid said. “We’ve always had good net front guys, but he’s a bit of a 
different level.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With road test over, Canucks' homecoming may be boost 
Pettersson needs 

 

Iain MacIntyreOctober 25, 2021, 9:05 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Five hundred and ninety-five days between home 
games with fans, limited only by Rogers Arena seating capacity and not 
public health officials, is so long that most of the Vancouver Canucks’ 
lineup has changed. 

When the Canucks play their home-opener Tuesday against the 
Minnesota Wild, there will be only eight players from the lineup that beat 
the New York Islanders 5-4 in a shootout on March 10, 2020 – two days 
before the National Hockey League shut down ahead of the coronavirus 
tsunami. 

Canucks scorers that night included Tyler Toffoli, Adam Gaudette and 
Zack MacEwen, all of them gone. The game’s third star was Alex Edler. 
His defence partners included Chris Tanev and Troy Stecher. 

But the goalie is the same, only better: Thatcher Demko. 

“Yeah, that's a long time ago, man,” Demko said after Monday’s practice, 
reminded of his 41-save performance 19 months ago. “I still remember 
that game and it's crazy to think that we haven't seen our fans in that 
long. I know everyone's really excited about it -- we've been talking about 
it -- we were getting a little itchy on the road there, wanting to get home 
and play some home games here, especially when we heard it was 100 
per cent (capacity). 

"Yeah, it's going to be awesome tomorrow. The fans are such a massive 
element to what we do on a nightly basis, whether you're at home or on 
the road.” 

After being cheered by limited-capacity crowds during the pre-season, 
the Canucks opened the season with six straight road games, three of 
them raucous home-openers for the opposition. 

While the Canucks were away, going 3-2-1 with a road trip capped by 
Saturday’s historic 4-2 win in the Seattle Kraken’s first home game, the 
B.C. government removed the 50-per-cent limit on attendance. 

The Canucks know what it’s like to have fans back – just not their fans. 

“I've been missing the fans a lot, especially Canucks fans, so I'm very 
excited for tomorrow,” centre Elias Pettersson said. “It's like an extra 
player almost. Last year made me realize that fans play a big part of... 
getting you going into a game.” 

Here’s another stark difference from last time Vancouver had a full house 
for hockey: Pettersson, more than anyone, could use a little boost from 
fans. 

The Canucks’ best forward, Pettersson appeared not far off elite form 
when he joined the team halfway through the pre-season after missing 
time due to a contractual standoff with the Canucks. 

But where defenceman Quinn Hughes, Pettersson’s friend and training 
partner during the impasse in negotiations between their agent and the 
team, got better as the Canucks’ six-game roadie progressed, Pettersson 
appeared to get worse. 

Saturday in Seattle, Pettersson finished with no points, just two shots and 
16:56 of ice time. His line, with Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller, was broken 
up in the second period. 

The trio was back together on Monday, but Pettersson has just three 
points in six games and has managed just six shots over the last four – a 
sum he managed in each of his first two games. Pettersson’s only goal 
was from an errant shot that bounced off the end boards Friday in 
Philadelphia and surprised hapless goalie Carter Hart. 

At five-on-five with Pettersson on the ice, Vancouver has been outshot 
51-42, outscored 6-5 and the Canucks’ expected goals-for is just 42.4 
per cent. 

“Sure, I haven't started this season the way I want to,” Pettersson said 
Monday, “But, I mean, it's life. It doesn't always go the way you want to. 
I'm just going to work hard and try to make the next game better.” 

Is he bothered by it? 

“No, it gives you guys something to talk about,” he said. 

Clearly, the Swede is still trying to calibrate his timing and feel for the 
game after spending much of the off-season recovering from a wrist 
injury, then losing all that key preparation time in September. He has 
probably been trying too hard to use his hands and not enough to move 
his feet. He’s also getting crushed on faceoffs, going 12-28 so far. 

“I feel like when things aren't going the way I want, the worst thing, I've 
learned, is to try to do it yourself,” he said. “It's a team game and your 
teammates are helping you out there. I feel like I've kind of been doing 
that a little bit. I'm trying to deke my guy instead of making the easy play. 
When I play good, when I have a good game, points will come. I'm not 
worried. 

“I know what I'm capable of and what it's like. The game is so fast out 
there, you've just got to react quick, and play with your instincts. I feel like 
I've been thinking maybe a little bit too much. Just work hard, and, yeah, 
simplify a little bit.” 

Another difference from two years ago? If Pettersson was playing this 
poorly, the Canucks were probably losing. But scoring from others and 
especially second-line winger Conor Garland, whose seven even-
strength points are tied for second-most in the NHL, coupled with 
improved team defence and Demko’s excellent .924 goalkeeping have 
the Canucks above .500 after their road test. 

“This is not just the training camp, he missed the last 30 games of last 
season,” Green said of Pettersson, who suffered a season-ending wrist 
injury last March 2. “He hasn't played an NHL hockey game for a while. 
He's still a young guy and we know how good he can be. We know how 
good he is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Young, fresh faces leading Blues to 
fast start 

 

Ryan DixonOctober 25, 2021, 12:05 PM 

 

The St. Louis Blues are still firmly in the grace period that comes with 
championship afterglow. 
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The last time we had a full 82, the Blues won their first Stanley Cup, 
hanging the only skin on the wall for a franchise that’s been very good for 
most of its nearly 55 years in the league. 

But while it has barely been a minute since the glory days of Gloria 
providing the soundtrack for St. Louis’s 2019 title, the Blues have 
absorbed some body blows the past couple seasons. And, as 32 
Thoughts: The Podcast touched on last week, there was an unmistakable 
sense things were growing stale in Missouri. 

Given that, maybe the most invigorating thing about the team’s 4-0-0 
start is that young and fresh faces are in the centre of the frame. That 
was certainly the case on Saturday night as -- after three straight road 
wins to kick off the campaign -- St. Louis surged past the Los Angeles 
Kings in its home opener with a 7-3 victory. 

Yes, the victory was keyed by a hat trick from David Perron -- the man 
who keeps finding his way back to St. Louis after being drafted 26th 
overall by the club in 2007 -- but it was also highlighted by Jake 
Neighbours notching his first NHL goal and Ivan Barbashev scoring a 
wicked shorthanded backhander to give the Blues a 2-1 lead late in the 
first. 

Like Perron, the 19-year-old Neighbours is a 26th overall pick and he’s 
starting to take on the feel of a late first-round steal. Barbashev, 
meanwhile, has four points on the year and is part of a group of 25-and-
under Blues who look like they’re taking the next step. That class is 
surely headed by 23-year-old Jordan Kyrou, who leads St. Louis in 
scoring with eight points. Also, Robert Thomas, 22, is registering a point-
per-game through four contests and has seen his average ice time spike 
by almost three minutes per night. 

Of course, mainstays like Perron, Ryan O’Reilly and Colton Parayko 
remain towing figures on this club. It’s those veterans -- along with goalie 
Jordan Binnington -- who likely felt the most pressure in the past couple 
of years as St. Louis made consecutive first-round playoff exits in ’20 and 
’21, sandwiched around captain Alex Pietrangelo leaving town as a UFA 
12 months ago for the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Now, that core crew is receiving major assistance from the next 
generation of Blues. And while it’s a little early to break into song, there 
sure seems to be a new type of harmony in St. Louis. 

Other Takeaways 

• It’s bad enough to not have a win six games into the season, but for the 
Chicago Blackhawks to have never held a lead in one contest through a 
week-and-a-half of hockey is truly stunning. Midway through Sunday’s 6-
3 loss to the Detroit Red Wings, Chicago was down 4-1. That represents 
the third time this season that the Hawks have found themselves trailing 
by three or four goals before a game is even half over. 

Aside from the axe falling on coach Jeremy Colliton -- and, regardless of 
what anyone is saying, things have to change fast for that not to happen -
- what’s the move here? Chicago signalled it was all in on getting back to 
the playoffs by dealing for Seth Jones and signing him to a monster deal, 
to say nothing of acquiring 36-year-old Marc-Andre Fleury and his $7-
million cap hit. The only other winless squad in the league is the Arizona 
Coyotes, who might as well have “tanking for No. 1!” tattooed on their 
forehead. 

With Patrick Kane on the sidelines right now due to COVID-19 protocol, 
this is clearly the start from hell for the Blackhawks. Do they have any 
shot at stopping it from becoming the season from hell? 

• Frederik Andersen has a history of playing flat coming out of the gate, 
but the 32-year-old has wasted no time endearing himself to his new 
teammates in Carolina. Andersen stopped 28 shots on Saturday as the 
Canes cruised past the Blue Jackets 5-1 in Columbus. The big Dane has 
played every second for a team with a perfect 4-0-0 record this year and 
Andersen’s .956 five-on-five save percentage is the fifth-best mark in the 
league among tenders who’ve seen at least 150 minutes of action. 

Assuming he gets the next start, Andersen now has a chance to add to 
the angst of his old team as the Toronto Maple Leafs -- who surrendered 
12 goals in two weekend games — visit Raleigh on Monday night. 

• In addition to Perron’s hat trick on Saturday, three other guys bagged 
three-goal games on the weekend. Six games into his Montreal 
Canadiens career, francophone Mathieu Perreault set the Bell Centre on 
fire Saturday night with his three goals; Detroit’s Lucas Raymond 
became the first Wings rookie in 32 years to register a hatty on Sunday 
as he now leads all freshmen with seven points; and Elias Lindholm -- 
who has found the back of the net in each of Calgary’s four outings -- is 
now tied for the NHL goal-scoring lead after his trio of tallies versus the 
Capitals on Saturday. 

In 374 games with the Hurricanes, Lindholm scored at roughly a 14-goal 
pace. In 211 contests with the Flames, he’s scoring at a 31-goal clip. 

Weekend Warrior(s) 

With their first home game in the books -- yeah, a loss, but whatever -- it 
feels like the Seattle Kraken are officially part of the NHL family. A huge 
high-five to ownership, management, the players and fans -- especially 
those among the sell-out crowd who wore Kraken balaclavas. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Edmonton Oilers (5-0-0): Two goals for the new guy, Zach Hyman, on 
Friday night, as the big free agent acquisition now has five tallies in the 
same number of games. 

2. Vancouver Canucks (3-2-1): The Canucks opened with six straight 
away from home and closed out the trip with consecutive wins, including 
spoiling the party for their newest rivals in Seattle on Saturday. Not bad 
at all. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (2-2-1): After a winless roadie to start the season, a 
Jets squad playing without Blake Wheeler and Mark Scheifele (COVID 
protocol) have scored 10 goals over two home games, including 
Saturday’s 6-4 victory against Nashville. 

4. Calgary Flames (2-1-1): Johnny Gaudreau registered his 500th NHL 
point on Saturday and backup goalie Dan “Darth” Vladar picked up his 
first win as a Flame. 

5. Ottawa Senators (2-3-0): Tough L for the Sens on Saturday, as starter 
Matt Murray left with an injury and his replacement, Anton Forsberg, 
surrendered two late goals on three shots, allowing the New York 
Rangers to snatch a 3-2 win. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs (2-3-1): One point (and zero goals) in six games 
is definitely not the way Mitch Marner wanted to kick off this critical 
season. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (1-5-0): The Habs got off the schneid on Saturday 
with a 5-1 win over Detroit. Maybe the upcoming four-game road trip 
down the west coast is exactly what this team needs? 

The Week Ahead 

• 0’fer meets spotless as the winless Arizona Coyotes face the 
undefeated Florida Panthers on Monday. Carolina and St. Louis will also 
put perfect records on the line the same night, while the other team 
without an L on its sheet -- the Edmonton Oilers -- aren’t back in action 
until they host Philly on Wednesday night. 

• The 1-4-0 Golden Knights visit the 2-3-0 Colorado Avalanche on 
Tuesday in a re-match of their second-round playoff series from last 
spring. Between Nathan MacKinnon being out due to COVID protocol 
and the Knights losing twin towers Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty to 
early-season injuries, it’s been a bit of a miserable start for both 
presumed Western Conference powers. 
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TSN.CA / In need of a response, Leafs split up Matthews and Marner 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

After suffering a 7-1 setback in Pittsburgh on Saturday, the team's most 
lopsided loss in almost five years, the Leafs are making changes. Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner, who played together all last season, will 
start tonight's game against the Carolina Hurricanes on separate lines.  

"With where we're at as a team, it's time for a different look just to change 
the chemistry, a little bit, of the group," coach Sheldon Keefe explained. 

Marner, who has gone five games without a point, will play with John 
Tavares and Alex Kerfoot. Matthews, who's been held off the scoresheet 
in three games since returning from wrist surgery, will skate between 
Michael Bunting and William Nylander. 

"It's coming," Matthews promised. "I've had some good chances, but 
some tough puck luck. Just try and stay the course, individually and as a 
team." 

What has to change?  

"Just moving as a cohesive unit out there. All five guys on the same 
page," Matthews said. "That's something that has been a little off these 
last couple games." 

Marner is mired in his longest point drought since a seven-game dry spell 
that stretched into December 2017. 

"I've been through stretches like this, so just realize it's going to end," 
Marner said of his mindset following Saturday's game. "Just stay patient 
with my game." 

Matthews has landed 17 shots on net, but Marner only has four during 
the team's three-game winless skid (0-2-1). 

"We've played well defensively but, obviously, everyone wants us to 
produce, and we need to produce," Marner said. "We're trying to get 
those second opportunities a little better. I got to try to be around that net 
a little more. I got to try and be there for those dirty rebounds and making 
plays off rebounds." 

Keefe is focused on managing the confidence of the group, which seems 
a bit shaky at the moment.  

"We got a number of guys that are still looking to make their mark 
offensively on the season. It's important that we don't get away from our 
structure and the foundation we laid," said Keefe. "And when I say, 
offence, we're talking about goals, because I think we have generated a 
lot of opportunities to score. In fact, most of our offensive numbers are 
right at the top of the NHL." 

The Leafs are averaging 35 shots per game this season, which ranks 
sixth in the NHL. Toronto owns the third best CorsiFor percentage (54.9), 
per NaturalStatTrick.com. And yet the team has scored just 12 times in 
six games. 

Keefe points out that the Leafs had a 21-5 edge in scoring chances 
during Friday's loss to the San Jose Sharks.  

"We've played some good hockey here and it's important we don't over 
blow what happened the other night," the coach said. "We're aware of it. 
We know it's unacceptable. We're expecting a response tonight yet, at 
the same time, I don't think it's indicative of who we are as a team." 

"I don't think Toronto's playing poorly," agreed Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. "I've watched a couple of their games [and] you're not 
keeping these guys off the scoresheet all year so it's a matter of time. 
Hopefully, it's not tonight, obviously. We know we're in for a big one 
tonight." 

’It’s coming’: Matthews feels close to breaking out 

The Maple Leads head into Carolina tonight and despite having lost their 
past three games, there is a belief that the team can get back on track, 
specifically with their offence. Auston Matthews has only played in three 
games but feels he's had some good chances and thinks his offence is 
coming. 

Matthews stressed that the season is still young.  

"We want to be better and we're going to be better, but that noise and 
that panic from the outside can't shake us," the 24-year-old centre said. 
"There's really no reason it should because it's early and we're still trying 
to figure out our game. We haven't played nearly to the ability that we'd 
like to, or we expect from ourselves. Tonight will be a really good test for 
us." 

How does the team avoid letting the outside noise impact their 
confidence?  

"[Don't] take what you guys say too seriously," Matthews said with a 
smile. "You guys have a job to do and that's fine, but ... it's not the end of 
the world right now. We're still trying to figure it out and we're still trying to 
mesh together. We got a lot of work to do, and we realize that but, at the 
same time, we're not going to let the outside shake us just because that's 
the narrative being portrayed right now." 

Sunday's day off in Raleigh seemed to help calm the waters.  

"Things are much different here than they are in Toronto and it's a lot 
easier for our guys to just to be amongst themselves," Keefe noted.  

There were no formal team events, but there was plenty of chatter 
between players.  

"We have to prove we're going to break some bad habits," said alternate 
captain Morgan Rielly, who's the longest-serving Leaf. "We have to play 
better. There's areas of our game that have been alright, but there's 
plenty of areas we have to clean up and improve on. The intensity has to 
go up. We have to realize we have to bounce back."   

Leafs’ Matthews: ‘Noise and panic from the outside can’t shake us' 

A three-game winless skid in Toronto can certainly turn up the pressure 
in the Maple Leafs' locker room but as far as the players are concerned, 
the 'noise' coming from the outside can't create panic within the team. 
Head coach Sheldon Keefe believes being on the road makes it easier 
for the players to unwind and refocus without the pressure of being at 
home. 

Matthews and Frederik Andersen became close friends during their five 
seasons together in Toronto. Why did the goalie from Denmark and the 
goal-scoring phenom from Arizona hit it off so well?  

"We got a lot in common," said Matthews. "Both pretty mellow. It was 
nice to catch up with him yesterday. It's going to be funny, but also a lot 
of fun, facing him tonight. It's weird seeing him in red colours as opposed 
to blue. Hopefully, he lets me sneak one or two past him."  

On Sunday, Matthews and Andersen watched NFL Red Zone together so 
that they could keep track of the players on their respective fantasy 
teams. Then they grabbed a bite to eat.  

"It means a lot," Matthews said of the friendship. "Regardless of not 
playing together anymore, we still talk almost every day. He's an easy 
guy to hang out with. We'll be friends for life." 

So, who has the edge tonight?  

"I try not to think about that too much," Andersen said. "Just be in the 
moment, really, just try to play the game and react to what happens."  

"I don't know," Matthews said with a grin. "I'd like to think it's advantage 
shooter, but he's big [6-foot-4, 238 pounds]. He takes up a lot of room in 
that net and it's not easy to get goals past him. Obviously, he's gotten off 
to a really good start and the way they play, they play with a lot of 
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structure, a lot of pace, so we have to make sure we're really focused 
tonight."  

The Hurricanes have started the season with four straight wins with 
Andersen posting a .944 save percentage.  

"He's very calm in there," observed Brind'Amour. "Even when we're kind 
of running around a bit, he's at ease and makes the saves look easy. It 
has a calming effect on our group."  

Who has the edge as ‘friends for life’ Matthews, Andersen duel? 

The bond that Auston Matthews and Frederik Andersen built during their 
time in Toronto is one that will stand the test of time and both players 
spoke about their relationship ahead of Monday's game. Matthews was 
asked who will have the advantage when the two meet on the ice tonight. 

David Ayres, the emergency backup goalie who helped the Hurricanes 
beat the Leafs in Toronto a couple seasons ago, will be in the building 
tonight.  

Keefe was asked what stood out the most about the night Ayres was 
forced into the game following injuries to James Reimer and Petr Mrazek.  

"It's been a very long time, so I don't think about it very often," said 
Keefe. "What stood out to me was the Carolina Hurricanes. They were 
the story of that event, how they played. To me, the goaltender was 
irrelevant, because they didn't give you access to the net and that's what 
this team's capable of. They have that ability to smother you and make it 
hard to get to the goaltender and we're expecting more of that tonight." 

"It's a great story, obviously, and happy for a guy like that to get some life 
out of it," said Brind'Amour. "It's not just around here. It might be more [of 
a story] up there where you guys are [in Toronto] than down here." 

Lines at Monday's morning skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase  

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

Amadio 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott  

Liljegren 

Campbell starts  

Hutchinson  

Mrazek 

Power-play units at Monday's morning skate:  

Rielly  

Nylander - Marner - Matthews  

Tavares  

Sandin  

Engvall - Bunting - Spezza  

Ritchie 
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TSN.CA / Oilers’ power play looking more dynamic than ever 

 

By Travis Yost 

 

There have been any number of impressive performances over the first 
two weeks of the National Hockey League season, but none has been 
more notable than the Edmonton Oilers’ power play, which continues to 
look like one of the most dynamic units in recent league history. 

Edmonton’s hot start to the regular season (combined with an ugly injury 
situation down in Vegas) already has us asking questions about the 
Pacific Division, and whether Dave Tippett’s team can finish the regular 
season in pole position. 

It hasn’t all been perfect – the Oilers are just one goal ahead of their 
opponents at even strength, some of that the result of a blueline that is 
still a work in progress. 

The McDavid-Draisaitl era has been about continuous improvement on 
the power play. It wasn’t long ago (2017-18) the Oilers were icing a 
league average power play, but in more recent years (2019-20) the 
aggregate of both Oilers’ power-play units have been the most effective 
scoring groups in the league. 

And this year? Well, the usual small sample size caveats apply. But the 
numbers speak for themselves. Not only do the Oilers have eight power-
play markers in 19 minutes up a man, expected goal rates have also 
gone nuclear, the byproduct of generating incredible volumes of shots 
from dangerous areas of the ice: 

A team converting on 28 per cent of shots on the power play should be 
terrifying for every opposing goaltender in the league. What’s even 
scarier is that I’m not sure there is a serious regression awaiting this 
group. 

The Oilers scored on nearly 19 per cent of their shots over the 2019-20 
season, which is remarkable. And again, much of this is sustainable 
because of how easy a time the Oilers have driving offence into the low 
slot and between the circles. Playmakers like McDavid and Draisaitl, 
gifted as they are shooting the puck, are just as effective at forcing 
defences and goaltenders to chase the play and move themselves out of 
position. 

Consider what opposing defences and goaltenders are seeing each time 
they take a penalty against Edmonton. As HockeyViz so beautifully 
illustrates, there have been waves of scoring chances from the areas 
where shooting percentages skyrocket: 

It’s important to note that although the core parts of both Edmonton 
power-play units have remained, the supporting pieces have changed. 
Forward 

has been pushed into first power-play minutes, as expected, and 

is similarly earning a bigger opportunity: 

At some point this group will cool off, but betting against them being 
anything other than the league’s best unit by year end – for the third 
consecutive season – seems like a losing ticket. 

I pity the Pacific Division goaltenders who are going to have to deal with 
this group for the next six months. 
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