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How are teams handling the Carolina Hurricanes’ pressure? Hint: not very well 

By Chip Alexander 

Sheldon Keefe liked the way his team played. The Toronto 
Maple Leafs coach liked the competitiveness and willingness 
he saw from his players. 

“I thought the spirit of the team was good. I thought the 
energy on the bench was good,” Keefe said Monday. 

But playing the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena proved to 
be a “different animal,” Keefe acknowledged after the Leafs’ 
4-1 loss. 

The Canes are off to a 5-0 start this season and are one of 
the NHL’s four undefeated teams. It’s a balanced and 
experienced team, one that exerts a lot of pressure on the 
ice and doesn’t let up. 

“I thought we played on a much higher level today but 
unfortunately it’s not high enough,” Keefe told reporters. 
“You’re playing against the Carolina Hurricanes and I think 
they set the standard really in the league in that regard. We 
got a real sense of what a Stanley Cup-contending team 
looks and feels like.” 

That’s what Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour wants: to set the 
standard. It’s a mantra that’s posted in the team’s practice 
facility weight room. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a motivational slogan posted 
in their weight room at the Wake Competition Center practice 
facility in Morrisville, N.C. Chip Alexander 

Brad Larsen, in his first year as the Columbus Blue Jackets 
coach, has his team competing harder. There’s spirit to their 
game as well. But the Canes were better Saturday in a 5-1 
road win at Nationwide Arena. 

“We got a taste of a pretty good hockey team and what it 
takes,” Larsen said afterward. “You’ve got to be on your 
game against them. You’ve got to make sure you’re tracking 
pucks, you’re reloading. You can’t give them anything for 
free. 

“They’re tough. There’s not a lot of holes in that team, so you 
have to be on it. They’re deep — they’re very deep.” 

Brind’Amour said after Monday’s game that he likes how 
hard his team has been playing, top to bottom in the lineup. 
There have been errors in execution, but there’s a belief in 
the group they can and will find a way to win. 

“To a man, I feel like everybody is not always going to be 
perfect and you don’t expect them to be, but the effort is 
there,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s making up for a lot of the 
mistakes that we are making. The compete level has been 

really good. If you ask me the one thing that stands out, I 
love the work effort of the group.” 

The Canes were fifth in the NHL in both power-play 
percentage (31.6) and penalty killing (90%) through 
Monday’s games. They were sixths in goals per game (4.4) 
and led the NHL in allowing just 1.6 goals a game with 
Frederik Andersen stopping 141 of 149 shots. 

The Canes used three power-play goals to beat the Blue 
Jackets for their third road win of the season. They were the 
better team at even strength Monday against the Leafs while 
also efficiently and aggressively killing off three penalties, 
limiting the Leafs to two power-play shots. 

Toronto took a first-period lead when Auston Matthews 
scored his first goal of the season — and 200th career goal 
— with a wraparound and stuff that beat Andersen. But the 
star of the opening period for the Leafs was goalie Jack 
Campbell, who was sharp and did all he could to keep his 
team in the game. That was undone in the second when the 
Canes scored three times and took control. 

“Offense is hard to come by with the way that they play,” 
Matthews said of the Canes. “They pressure the puck 
everywhere. They don’t really sit back. They’re constantly 
moving, putting pressure whether it’s the D zone, neutral 
zone, offensive zone. 

“They play really well as a five-man unit and pressure the 
puck all over the place. It’s much tighter out there than it 
typically is.” 

Added Keefe: “That’s the hardest game we’ve played this 
season, by a wide margin, in terms of the pressure.” 

As Larsen sees it, the Canes have built a team the past few 
years that’s now in position for a Stanley Cup run. The 
Canes have improved year by year under Brind’Amour. 

Sebastian Aho, in his sixth NHL season, has become an elite 
center. Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas, while still 
young wingers, are dynamic players and gaining more 
experience. Then there are the veterans — Jordan Staal, 
Vincent Trocheck, Jaccob Slacin, Brett Pesce and others. It’s 
a good blend and Andersen has been rock-solid in net. 

“They’re a team that’s maturing,” Larsen said. “Aho and 
those guys, they’ve been in the league now, and Trocheck 
and Necas and Svechnikov, they’ve been in the league, and 
now they’re making that push. 

“You’ve got to be on your game to play against a team like 
that and it’s a great lesson. You’ve got to be prepared and 
ready to skate the full length of the ice, or you will be chasing 
it.”
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Hurricanes’ perfect start far from perfect, but that’s the beauty of it 

By Luke DeCock 

Despite their perfect start to the season, the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ play has been far from perfect. That’s actually 
the beauty of it. 

They have found ways to protect leads, to recover from early 
mistakes, to capitalize on special teams in critical moments 
— not always strengths in the past. 

Monday’s 4-1 win over the woeful Toronto Maple Leafs was 
a good example of that: Frederik Andersen gave up a soft 
early goal to leave the Hurricanes behind after a first period 
they mostly dominated, but neither Andersen nor the 
Hurricanes ever flinched. 

Five games is only five games, and the Hurricanes haven’t 
exactly seen the creme de la creme of the NHL yet, but 
there’s a lot to be said for starting the season with five wins, 
and not only for the 10 points. Despite all the turnover and all 
the changes and all the uncertainty surrounding this team, 
the Hurricanes have risen above it completely and found the 
kind of groove that usually takes months to emerge. 

Andersen, who has started all five games in a jarring 
departure from Rod Brind’Amour’s past practice, has given 
up a bad goal or two but then carried on as if nothing 
happened, entirely unflappable. The Hurricanes have fed off 
that. The calm radiates out from the net. 

It’s been a few years since the Hurricanes were relying on 
sub-replacement-level goalies who would collapse like a pup 
tent after giving up a howler, but even in the playoffs last 
year you could see the team seize up like the grim old days 
when its confidence in its netminder started to wane. 

That has not happened with Andersen — not in the opener 
and not Monday night — and he has quickly earned the 
confidence not only of his coach but his teammates far faster 
than ever could have been expected. 

Jaccob Slavin talked Monday night about the Hurricanes’ 
ability to finish games, to see things through to the end, not 

only a big reason why they are 5-0-0 but another early-
season confidence-booster. There have been times where 
their performance, if not their effort, has wavered, but they 
have still found ways to win. 

“You learn how to win games early in the year and finish off 
games,” Slavin said. “I feel like in the past we’ve struggled 
that, so to finish off games — finished off the game in 
Montreal, finished off the game in Columbus and again 
tonight — and play all the way to the whistle and not give 
them any hope, it’s huge.” 

It helps to have Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho at 
their best, playing like two of the best forwards in the NHL, 
but if anything the Hurricanes’ depth has been as big a factor 
as their top-end skill. 

Some of this is not despite the new players, but because of 
them. The retooled fourth line has been a considerable 
upgrade. Ethan Bear, despite a few hiccups with the puck 
Monday night, has solidified the Hurricanes’ top two 
defensive pairings in the wake of Dougie Hamilton’s 
departure. 

Whatever Tony DeAngelo’s defensive deficiencies may be, 
Ian Cole has covered them up. The arrival of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi has not only upgraded the Hurricanes’ skill up 
front but helped put Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter in 
matchups they can dominate playing on the third line with 
Jordan Staal. 

Without any reason to change things up, Brind’Amour hasn’t 
even felt the need to see Antti Raanta in net or rookie Seth 
Jarvis or veteran defenseman Brendan Smith, although it 
seems likely all three will get a shot Friday against the dismal 
and disgraced Chicago Blackhawks. 

First, though, the Hurricanes host their bete noire, the Boston 
Bruins, on Thursday night. Unlike the Maple Leafs, the 
Bruins will be the best test yet of just how far the Hurricanes 
have come.
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Civian: What I believe and what I know about the Hurricanes after 5 games 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes matched their franchise record for the best 
start to a season at 5-0-0 with Monday’s 4-1 win over the 
Maple Leafs. 

Are they going 82-0-0? I won’t be the one to crush your 
dreams, but it’s not exactly likely. Through these five games, 
though, we’ve learned a lot about a team that looked almost 
unrecognizable after the offseason roster turnover. Primarily, 
it seems like not much has changed for the worse. 

“I just like how hard we are playing,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “To a man, I feel like everybody is not 
always going to be perfect, and you don’t expect them to be. 
But the effort is there. It’s making up for a lot of the mistakes 
that we are making. The compete level has been really good. 
If you ask me the one thing that stands out, I love the work 
effort of the group.” 

Sounds like any team Brind’Amour has coached in the past 
four years. Then you have Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon 
Keefe singing their praises. 

“You’re playing against the Carolina Hurricanes. They set the 
standard, really, in the league in that regard (effort),” he said 
after Toronto’s loss. “Playing on the road here in Carolina, 
it’s a different animal … it’s eye-opening.” 

Effort hasn’t been an issue, but Brind’Amour also referenced 
mistakes — mostly of the sloppy-giveaway variety. 

How much are those little mistakes just shaking off rust? And 
how much of this early success are we seeing through 5-0-0-
colored glasses? Here’s what I believe and what I know 
about the team at this point. 

What I believe: The team is as good as last year. 

It’s OK to believe the Hurricanes might be as good as they 
were last year and also believe the players they let go in the 
offseason are good. A lot of the talk surrounding the Canes 
early in the season has been so binary. You’re either Team 
“The Canes had a stupendous offseason, Dougie Hamilton 
has always sucked and this management team has never 
done anything wrong, ever.” Or, early on before goalie 
developments, maybe you were Team “What the heck are 
they doing in net? Alex Nedeljkovic and Hamilton were 
cornerstones of this franchise. Season’s over.” 

And in these first five games, it has seemed like many are 
looking way too hard for evidence to support their own initial 
binary opinions. Folks, it doesn’t have to be this way. 

What if I told you, despite some of you turning purple in the 
face, that I think Hamilton is going to have a career year, I 
never had much of a problem with his efforts on defense 
and I think the Hurricanes are still a good team without him? 
What if I told you I was particularly worried about the power 
play in his absence but that Tony DeAngelo seems to have 

filled that hole with four power-play assists, adding smooth 
zone entries and nice puck movement, and that both units 
have been great? What if I also told you I think DeAngelo 
has blown it multiple times in his own end and that should be 
a concern down the road but that Brind’Amour is managing 
this by putting him on the third pairing instead of the first? 

Point is, it isn’t helpful to exaggerate Hamilton’s flaws and 
DeAngelo’s strengths — or Hamilton’s strengths and 
DeAngelo’s flaws — when we evaluate this team. In a lot of 
ways, the team went for depth and quantity over potential 
quality in constructing this season’s roster, and it has 
resulted in some hard matchups for other teams and scoring 
from everywhere. 

The Hurricanes have the second-best goal differential in the 
league at plus-14, have allowed the fewest goals at eight and 
are tied for fifth with an average of 35 shots per game. They 
have won most of their games by multiple goals, and the 
scoring is coming from each of their lines. 

Maybe depth is the way, and maybe the team’s young core 
is entering its true prime. 

What I know: The team has to be better than last year to take 
a step forward. 

Sebastian Aho was absolutely dejected at the end of the 
Hurricanes’ last playoff run, a second-round exit at the hands 
of the eventual winners. Talk to any of the Canes during that 
run and you know they believed they had what it took to go 
all the way. But that extra step was missing to compete 
against a juggernaut like the Lightning, and the lack of 
secondary scoring — or anything less than perfect 
goaltending, depending on how you want to look at it — 
proved lethal. 

The Canes’ depth at every position is working well right now, 
but the playoffs are the true test of the eventful offseason. 
And treading water just isn’t good enough anymore — for the 
franchise, the fans and the players themselves. 

What I believe: Jesperi Kotkaniemi will fit in wonderfully with 
this Hurricanes team Antti Raanta nicknamed the “Finnish 
Mafia.” 

What I know: Fitting in wonderfully doesn’t mean “earning 
$6.1 million in one year,” and ultimately this will be a criticism 
of the team if it doesn’t make it far in the playoffs. Notice I 
said “the team,” not “Kotkaniemi.” People get it wrong there, I 
think. If you’re going to expect him to play like he’s worth a 
$6.1 million average annual value, you’re setting yourself up 
for disappointment. The Canes don’t think he’s worth that 
much, either; you win an offer sheet by overpaying, duh. 

You should expect Kotkaniemi to play a moderate to big part 
in the team’s overall success, though. I think that’s fair. So 
far, so good. 
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What I believe: Freddie Andersen is going to be fine as long 
as the Hurricanes defense is fine. This is fine, everything’s 
fine, etc. 

Andersen owns a 1.60 goals-against average and a .946 
save percentage through five games. That includes three 
straight games with just one goal allowed. And he’s leading 
all goalies who have played at least five games in save 
percentage and goals-against average. 

He hasn’t just been fine; he’s carried the team at five-on-five 
at times and he’s made some wild saves. 

Every year we are bombarded with essentially meaningless 
stats about each NHL franchise, but these tidbits from 
Hurricanes PR stand out: Andersen is the first goaltender to 
win his first five decisions with the franchise, the second 
goaltender (with Petr Mrazek) to start five straight games 
since Brind’Amour became the head coach in 2018-19 and 
the first goaltender since Cam Ward to start the team’s first 
five games of a season. 

Why? 

“Well, it’s pretty obvious,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s obviously 
played pretty well. He’s real calm in there. And then the way 
the schedule is set up early in the season. We’re getting to it 
now where we are definitely going to start rolling two goalies 
out. We’ve got to get (Raanta going). But early on I just felt 
like there was no reason.” 

People around the hockey world seem to be losing their 
minds that noted slow-starter Andersen is having a great 
October. Sort of like *checks notes* the way folks lost their 
minds when Mrazek had that strong start to his first season 
with the Canes, or how James Reimer and Curtis 
McElhinney appeared 10 years younger in Carolina Red. 

This isn’t rocket science; this is creating your team from the 
defense out. 

What I know: Raanta has to be fine, too, for all of this to 
work. 

Unless you have Andrei Vasilevskiy in net, you need more of 
a 1A-1B tandem than a No. 1-No. 2 tandem these days in 
the NHL. With the return of the 82-game season, the 
Olympics and the condensed season because of the 
Olympics, the Hurricanes can’t ride Andersen forever. 
Committing too much to one goalie hasn’t been their thing 
since Brind’Amour took over, either. So at some point — 
probably during the upcoming three games in four days — 
the Canes are going to have to play Raanta. 

He doesn’t have to be perfect; he doesn’t even have to be 
really good. But for the Hurricanes to have their best shot at 
success, he has to play well and stay healthy for as long as 
possible. 

What I believe: Jordan Staal is Benjamin Button. 

What I know: Brind’Amour said during training camp that 
Staal led the team with his fitness test results, and five 
games in, we know how important that was. Staal has been 
a part of so many little moments that turned into big 
moments already this season. Jesper Fast is off to a huge 
start of his own, obviously, with three goals in five games, 
but the prowess of that Nino Niederreiter–Staal–Fast line 
starts in the center. Staal has also been at the other end of a 
few fantastic power-play looks. This 33-year-old isn’t slowing 
down just yet. 

What I believe: Andrei Svechnikov is a special person who 
will keep surprising us in new ways throughout his career. 

What I know: Andrei Svechnikov is a special person who will 
keep surprising us in new ways throughout his career. There 
will also be a lot of empty-netters.
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Saves In The Making: Catching Up With David Ayres 

Returning to Raleigh again, the movie in the works and his 
impact away from the ice 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The ovation brought by the crowd inside 
PNC Arena Monday night as the siren sounded to kick off the 
Canes contest against the Maple Leafs sounded fit for a star 
that had played over a thousand games for the organization. 

Instead, it was for an individual that played just 28:41 of total 
time in the NHL. 

It's safe to say the love and appreciation for David Ayres, 
who famously rose to his iconic status when he slid into the 
crease for the Carolina Hurricanes under emergency 
circumstances on February 22, 2020, has not been lost by 
the fan base. The feelings are mutual though as the 
happiness felt by Ayres to be back in Raleigh was evident. 

In town for a few days with his wife Sarah, this is the third trip 
back to North Carolina for the now 44-year-old. The Whitby, 
Ontario native came to town shortly following his momentous 
evening at Scotiabank Arena and then once again during the 
2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"Every time we come down to Raleigh I remember more and 
more details about that night," Ayres said. "I love coming 
down here. It's always fun for us and the people are 
fantastic." 

Naturally a whirlwind of emotions, going from an on-call 
practice netminder for the Toronto Maple Leafs organization 
to becoming embraced as a darling by the Canes fan base, 
North Carolina has continued to take on a new meaning for 
him. 

It was here, at The Cheesecake Factory in Raleigh, to be 
specific, where life changed once again for Ayres. Wearing 
one of his earbuds as Sarah wore the other, the two held a 
phone conversation for approximately 45 minutes with 
someone who had received his number through a member of 
the Canes staff. 

That person? 

Popular television host, actor, comedian, writer and producer 
James Corden. 

Why was he calling Ayres? 

To initially congratulate him. However, the conversation 
briefly concluded with interest in potentially producing a 
movie. 

"It was surreal because our kids love him," he said of the 
discussion. "Our daughter thinks he's unbelievably hysterical 

and when I came home and told her, she said 'Like, the real 
James Corden?' She was super pumped about it." 

After receiving many pitches from companies with interest in 
making the movie come to life, ultimately the decision was 
made to go with Corden's team. Corden's production 
company will be responsible to produce the picture, which 
will become a feature film for Disney. Since the initial phone 
call between the two, the COVID-19 pandemic has altered 
plans for the timeline for the film, but now the efforts are 
getting back on track with Ayres set to spend time with one 
of the writers within the next couple of weeks. 

Tabbed to also be a producer on the film, Ayres might be 
more excited at the potential opportunity to play himself in 
some of the on-ice scenes in the production. 

"I'm more of a hockey guy [than a movie guy], so I'd rather 
go out there, put my gear on and take a puck off the head," 
he laughed. "It will be wild and I'm sure it will be a lot of fun 
to make." 

As the process of the motion picture continues to come to 
fruition, Ayres is not lost in the hype of having a movie based 
around him, as many would be. Quick to point out some of 
the other important ventures in his life, his well-documented 
relationship with The Canadian Kidney Foundation and being 
an advocate for organ donation have also received a 
plethora of light thanks to his winning performance. Having 
received a kidney transplant himself, he's always happy to 
record an assist when anyone has an inquiry. 

"I have countless messages from people who reach out and 
let me know that they're going through dialysis, or they need 
a kidney and aren't sure what to expect. When I was going 
through my transplant, I knew of The Canadian Kidney 
Foundation but I didn't know the extent of how they could 
help people. Not just the patients either, but the family as 
well." 

An obviously important cause near and dear to him, Ayres 
has provided several instances of hope for many fighting 
similar battles to him. At an autograph session in 
Saskatchewan he met a woman that had drove over three 
hours just to say thank you for the awareness he was 
bringing. 

"All she wanted to do was to meet me and say thank you, 
and I was really touched by that," he said of the get-together. 
"I just gave her a big hug and told her that everything is 
going to get better now. That sort of stuff is what brings joy to 
me. All the messages I get and having a platform where I 
can help people out or bring a smile to their face, that's what 
I love. I'll always be there for anybody who needs help." 
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Ayres concluded his touching sentiment with an 
encouragement to all to ensure that they're an organ donor, 
if able. Sarah and David now work closely with the family of 
Logan Boulet, who was one of the players tragically killed in 
the Humboldt Broncos bus crash. The family, who launched 
Green Shirt Day, April 7, did so to raise awareness for organ 
donation. Four weeks before the accident that cut short the 
lives of Boulet and 15 others, Logan registered to be an 
organ donor and in turn, saved the lives of six others. 

"In Canada, not a lot of people sign their donor cards. If you 
can get somebody to sign it and potentially save up to six 
lives, that's big. If something ever were to happen to you, but 
you can still play an important role in saving somebody else's 
life and that's huge to me." 

So, while the eight saves that Ayres made in February of 
2020 created this magical story and have given Canes fans 
plenty to celebrate, the saves he's contributed toward since 
are perhaps even more celebratory.

 

 

 

Time to panic? Vegas, Colorado, Toronto off to rough starts 

By Stephen Whyno 

By the time the St. Louis Blues won their fifth consecutive 
game to open the season, the Florida Panthers had already 
become the first team since 2015 to open with six victories in 
a row. 

Along with the Carolina Hurricanes and Edmonton Oilers, 
they made NHL history with four teams starting 5-0-0 for the 
first time. Preseason Stanley Cup contender picks Colorado, 
Vegas and Toronto have combined for six wins — and 13 
losses. 

It’s getting late kind of early for the Avalanche, Golden 
Knights and Maple Leafs — even if it’s just two weeks into an 
82-game season. 

“Those teams had great expectations, so I think when you go 
through two weeks and you’re not playing great hockey, 
people get a sense of a little bit of a panic, especially at the 
start of the year,” said former coach Rick Tocchet, who’s now 
a TNT analyst. “I don’t think I’m as alarmed with Colorado. 
Even Vegas (because) they got some guys hurt. Toronto, I’m 
a little bit surprised.” 

The Leafs have lost five of seven, including a 7-1 drubbing in 
Pittsburgh on Saturday night. Auston Matthews, last 
season’s goal-scoring leader, didn’t get his first until game 
seven and All-Star winger Mitch Marner has not been on the 
ice for a Toronto goal. 

“That noise and the panic from the outside can’t shake us 
because there’s really no reason it should,” Matthews said. 
“Within the room, we realize obviously that we need to play 
better. But at the same time, it’s not like an end all, be all. It’s 
not the end of the world right now.” 

The Golden Knights tried to send that message on social 
media after starting 1-2-0 by tweeting: “FACT: there are 79 
games left.” Two more losses followed for Vegas, which is 
without captain Mark Stone and top winger Max Pacioretty 
long term and ranks 29th out of 32 teams in scoring. 

“We haven’t scored,” coach Peter DeBoer told reporters 
Sunday. “We still have to find a way to win games. That’s 
where we’re at.” 

The Golden Knights snapped a four-game skid and handed 
the Avalanche a fourth loss in five games, but remain the 
only team not to score a power-play goal and are now 0 for 
14. 

The Avalanche missed MVP finalist Nathan MacKinnon for 
their first two games after he tested positive for the 
coronavirus and captain Gabriel Landeskog for two after he 
was suspended for boarding. Both are back now, though. 

“It’s an experienced group, obviously a group that’s had a lot 
of success,” new Avalanche goaltender Darcy Kuemper said 
last week. “Everyone knows what we’ve got to do. We’ll just 
keep working, and I’m confident we’ll get this righted here.” 

There’s no lack of confidence around the two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who went until 
their seventh game before winning in regulation and won’t 
have back-to-back playoff leading scorer Nikita Kucherov for 
several weeks because of injury. Veteran winger Alex Killorn 
acknowledged players were “fighting it” a bit and figures 
some gritty goals could get the Lightning going. 

The Leafs certainly hope for the same. Only the Dallas Stars 
and Arizona Coyotes have averaged fewer goals, and only 
the solid play of goaltender Jack Campbell has kept Toronto 
from giving up more. 

“We have to prove that we’re going to break some bad 
habits,” defenseman Morgan Rielly said. “The intensity has 
to go up, and we’ve got to realize that we’ve got to bounce 
back.” 

ANDERSEN UNBEATEN 

Frederik Andersen, the goalie the Maple Leafs let go, made 
24 saves to beat them 4-1 Monday night and improve to 5-0-
0 with Carolina. Andersen has been a great fit early on with 
the Hurricanes, who took a risk by turning over their entire 
tandem in net during the offseason. 
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“He’s a big part of our team,” Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov said. “He’s just been amazing for us. I feel like 
he’s just so calm that he’s playing so confident, and we’re 
going to see that over and over.” 

BLACKHAWKS FALLOUT 

Stan Bowman is out as general manager in Chicago in the 
wake of the findings of an investigation into the Blackhawks’ 
handling of sexual assault allegations in 2010. But that may 
not be the end of the aftermath. 

Florida coach Joel Quenneville and Winnipeg GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff were present at a meeting about the situation 
11 years ago, and while their respective testimonies indicate 
they weren’t aware of the full scope of the assault, their 
involvement puts them in the spotlight.  

Commissioner Gary Bettman said he’d “reserve judgment” 
on Quenneville and Cheveldayoff and plans to meet with 

each of them to discuss their roles in the matter. The 
Panthers declined comment citing Quenneville’s upcoming 
meeting, and Cheveldayoff did the same. 

“I have shared everything I know about this matter as part of 
my participation in Jenner & Block’s investigation,” he said. 

GAME OF THE WEEK 

The Avalanche get another test Thursday night at the Blues, 
who look primed for another deep playoff run. 

LEADERS (through Monday) 

Goals: Alex Ovechkin (Washington), 7; Assists: Tom Wilson 
(Washington), Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins (Edmonton), Victor Hedman (Tampa Bay), 
Johnny Gaudreau (Calgary),J.T. Miller (Vancouver), 7; 
Points: McDavid, 13; Ice time: Darnell Nurse (Edmonton), 
27:37; Wins: Andersen (Carolina), 5; Goals-against average: 
Ville Husso (St. Louis), 0.00; Save percentage: Husso, 1.00.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus early takeaways for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

We're two weeks into the 2021-22 NHL season, and there 
have been many surprises in the early going -- both positive 
and negative. 

Here is our updated ranking of all 32 clubs, plus the key 
takeaways that stand out most for each. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to our 
preseason rankings, published on Oct. 8. Points percentages 
are through the games of Oct. 26. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 1.000 
Upcoming schedule: vs. BOS (Oct. 27), @ DET (Oct. 29), @ 
BOS (Oct. 30) 

There are a lot of reasons why the Panthers are 6-0 thus far, 
none bigger than the razor-sharp goaltending of Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight. While they've been securing 
the fort, Aleksander Barkov and Sam Bennett are blowing 
things open at the other end. It's early still, but Joel 
Quenneville's group looks like a top Stanley Cup contender. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 1.000 

Upcoming schedule: vs. BOS (Oct. 28), vs. CHI (Oct. 29), vs. 
ARI (Oct. 31) 

Forward depth? Check. Smothering defense? Check. 
Outstanding goaltender? Check. Coach pushing the right 
buttons? Check. Most talked-about social media post of the 
season? Yes, that too. Carolina jumped out to a 6-0-0 record 
and has all the pieces in place for a special run. 

3. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 1.000 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PHI (Oct. 27), @ VAN (Oct. 30), vs. 
SEA (Nov. 1) 

The Oilers are one of the last four undefeated teams, and it's 
not just because of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. The 
addition of Zach Hyman has been a perfect fit up front. Mike 
Smith and Mikko Koskinen are a solid tandem in net. And 
there's the power play, which is clicking at an incredible 
league-high 47.1% to start the season. 

4. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 1.000 
Upcoming schedule: vs. COL (Oct. 28), vs. CHI (Oct. 30) 

The concern was whether St. Louis could still contend -- 
keyword being "was." The Blues are a perfect 5-0-0, lead the 
league in scoring and have an enviable depth of offensive 
options. Along with excellent special teams (including the 
league's second-best power play at 37.5%) and Jordan 
Binnington's hot start, it all combines to make St. Louis look 
like the real deal. 
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5. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.833 
Upcoming schedule: vs. DET (Oct. 27), vs. ARI (Oct. 29), @ 
TB (Nov. 1) 

Nicklas Backstrom has yet to debut this season due to a hip 
injury, but the Capitals aren't missing a beat. Alex Ovechkin 
shares the league lead in goals with seven through six 
games, and Washington has allowed the second-fewest 
shots on net (27.5 per game) this season. The only hiccup 
has been a sluggish power play, gone quiet after a three-
goal opening night. 

6. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. MTL (Oct. 28), vs. WPG (Oct. 30), 
vs. BUF (Nov. 2) 

Erik Karlsson looks better than he has in years, and the 
Sharks seem to be following his lead. San Jose opened 4-0-
0, and has been one of the league's stingiest teams 
defensively while sitting in the top 10 in scoring. And that 
success has stemmed from a real balanced attack up front, 
led by captain Logan Couture. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CGY (Oct. 28), vs. NJ (Oct. 30) 

Pittsburgh hasn't let the absence of stars like Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang hurt its confidence. Mike 
Sullivan's team is thriving in the face of adversity, scoring the 
third most goals in the league and allowing more than two 
goals against only once. With Crosby expected back next 
week, there's plenty more these Penguins will have to show. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .643 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CBJ (Oct. 29), @ SEA (Oct. 31), @ 
VAN (Nov. 2) 

When your goaltender is playing lights-out like Igor 
Shesterkin, there's a little more breathing room elsewhere. 
So while the Rangers break in a new coach and get 
comfortable with a few new faces, the sensational Shesterkin 
has been stealing the spotlight. All signs point to the 
Rangers' team game around him continuing to pick up. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. ARI (Oct. 28), vs. WSH (Nov. 1) 

If any other team had failed to hold a lead in regulation 
through their first five games -- which is true about the 
Lightning -- it's unlikely they'd still have a 2-2-1 record. 
Tampa is no ordinary team, but even they have a limit. 
Losing Nikita Kucherov indefinitely to a lower-body injury 
hurts, and a 5-1 drubbing to Buffalo stings too. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .750 
Upcoming schedule: @ FLA (Oct. 27), @ CAR (Oct. 28), vs. 
FLA (Oct. 30) 

The season has barely begun and Boston is already dealing 
with injuries to Curtis Lazar, Nick Foligno and Craig Smith. 
It's fallen on youngsters like Oskar Steen and Jack Studnicka 
to step in and contribute, which so far has helped the Bruins 
to another good start in the competitive Atlantic Division. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .833 
Upcoming schedule: @ SEA (Oct. 28), @ COL (Oct. 30), vs. 
OTT (Nov. 2) 

The Wild have been living close to the edge. They started 4-
0-0, but in each game had to regain a blown lead. That kind 
of luck is bound to run out eventually, and it did for 
Minnesota against Nashville. What's remained consistent is 
that the Wild's best unit is proving to be a scrappy fourth line 
anchored by Nick Bjugstad. 

12. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .625 
Upcoming schedule: @ EDM (Oct. 27), @ VAN (Oct. 28), @ 
CGY (Oct. 30), vs. ARI (Nov. 2) 

The Flyers want to be harder to play against, in what's 
shaping up to be one of the NHL's toughest divisions. 
Despite a decent 2-1-1 start to the season, Philadelphia sits 
sixth in the Metropolitan Division by points percentage. 
Emphasizing their grit while continuing to score at a strong 
pace (the Flyers are averaging 4.50 goals per game) could 
help Philadelphia climb the ladder. 

13. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .750 
Upcoming schedule: @ PIT (Oct. 28), vs. PHI (Oct. 30), vs. 
NSH (Nov. 2) 

Calgary's offence has been on fire early -- Andrew 
Mangiapane and Elias Lindholm are tied for the league lead 
in goals, with seven, and Johnny Gaudreau has tossed in 
eight assists. A tough 0-1-1 start for the Flames has given 
way to a 4-0-0 run on the road, and Calgary hasn't trailed 
during regulation in a game since their season opener. 

14. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .583 
Upcoming schedule: @ NSH (Oct. 30) 

The Islanders started the season 0-2-0 but quickly righted 
themselves to earn seven of eight points in their next four 
games. New York appears to be settling in defensively, and 
that's helped Ilya Sorokin go from giving up 10 goals against 
in his first two games to going 3-0-1 in his next four. And No. 
1 netminder Semyon Varlamov is on the way back too. 
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15. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VGK (Oct. 27), vs. OTT (Oct. 29), @ 
WPG (Nov. 2) 

The Stars have won games they probably shouldn't have, or 
wouldn't have, if not for Braden Holtby holding them in. 
Dallas needs to clean up its shots against (currently fifth-
most in the NHL at 34.6 per game) and give their goaltender 
some goal support, even while working several new faces 
into the lineup. 

16. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .600 
Upcoming schedule: @ PIT (Oct. 30), vs. CBJ (Oct. 31), @ 
ANA (Nov. 2) 

The loss of Jack Hughes to a dislocated shoulder will be 
tough for New Jersey to overcome long term. The Devils are 
markedly weaker down the middle without Hughes, and 
Michael McLeod may not be the answer. But at least until 
now, New Jersey racked up an early 3-2-0 record and 
generated more than 31 shots per game on average, all 
things on which to build. 

17. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: .333 
Upcoming schedule: @ STL (Oct. 28), vs. MIN (Oct. 30) 

Nathan MacKinnon is back, and the Avalanche have 
weathered a dismal early-season road trip where they were 
outscored 13-7. Now Colorado's racked up a few wins 
(including over Tampa) and it looks like they have a dynamic 
young defense pairing in Cale Makar and Bowen Byram. 

18. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .429 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NYI (Oct. 30), @ CGY (Nov. 2) 

The Predators have had three rookies make their debuts this 
season, causing some understandable growing pains for the 
group. Roman Josi has continued pulling Nashville along 
from the back end and up front, with help from a strong start 
by center Ryan Johansen. 

19. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: .750 
Upcoming schedule: @ ANA (Oct. 28), @ LA (Oct. 31), @ 
SJ (Nov. 2) 

The Jack Eichel drama rages on, yet the Sabres haven't 
seemed too bothered. Buffalo earned points in four of its first 
five games and just blew out the defending Stanley Cup 
champions. The rise of defenseman Colin Miller has been 
perfectly timed for a Sabres' team that doesn't always score 
a ton, and Craig Anderson is the solidifying presence Buffalo 
needed in net. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .583 
Upcoming schedule: @ LA (Oct. 28), @ SJ (Oct. 30), vs. 
DAL (Nov. 2) 

No Mark Scheifele or Blake Wheeler due to COVID-19 
protocols? Enter Pierre-Luc Dubois -- finally making his 
presence felt for Winnipeg -- and Kyle Connor. The Jets got 
over a 0-2-0 start and losing two veterans thanks to 
explosions of offense from their young stars. Now they just 
need goaltender Connor Hellebuyck to round back into form. 

21. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PHI (Oct. 28), vs. EDM (Oct. 30), vs. 
NYR (Nov. 2) 

If the Canucks have been uneven in their 3-2-1 start, by the 
looks of it, they might be leveling out as of late. Vancouver is 
ninth in league scoring, with Conor Garland (eight points in 
six games) leading the way. Special teams have been an 
early area of concern, as Vancouver sits near the bottom of 
the league on the penalty kill. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .583 
Upcoming schedule: @ WSH (Oct. 27), vs. FLA (Oct. 29), @ 
TOR (Oct. 30), @ MTL (Nov. 2) 

After five years of missing playoffs, the Red Wings' youth 
movement is helping them turn a corner. Tyler Bertuzzi's 
scoring at a goal-per-game pace already, and Detroit's got a 
pair of rookies -- Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider -- who 
are top five in rookie scoring. Add in a solid start from captain 
Dylan Larkin and it's a little less surprising to see Detroit 
humming early. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .667 
Upcoming schedule: @ NYR (Oct. 29), @ NJ (Oct. 31) 

Elvis Merzlikins has been the heart and soul behind 
Columbus' 4-2-0 start, aided by excellent offensive output 
from Oliver Bjorkstrand and Patrik Laine. The Blue Jackets 
haven't scored as consistently at 5-on-5 (an 8-2 rout of 
Arizona accounted for four of their first six even-strength 
goals) but getting more contributions from their depth will 
change that. 

24. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .357 
Upcoming schedule: @ CHI (Oct. 27), vs. DET (Oct. 30), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 2) 

The Leafs are coming dangerously close to 18-wheeler-off-a-
cliff territory. Four straight losses. Outscored 18-6. Mitch 
Marner looks defeated. John Tavares is a ghost. Auston 
Matthews isn't himself. Toronto's entire blue line is leaky, and 
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Jack Campbell can't hold the doors alone. Someone other 
than Jason Spezza needs to step up. 

25. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .250 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WPG (Oct. 28), vs. MTL (Oct. 30), 
vs. BUF (Oct. 31) 

Drew Doughty is out for at least a few weeks with a knee 
strain, and the Kings' first game without him was a 7-3 
blowout in St. Louis. At 1-4-1, Los Angeles has a long climb 
ahead of them already -- but fortunately, playing in the lowly 
Pacific Division provides the Kings a little reprieve as they 
figure it out. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .333 
Upcoming schedule: @ DAL (Oct. 29), @ CHI (Nov. 1), @ 
MIN (Nov. 2) 

The Senators hoped to build off a strong end to last season 
and got Brady Tkachuk signed on a long-term deal to help do 
it. But instead of piling up wins, it's been injuries adding up 
for Ottawa, to Colin White, Shane Pinto, and Clark Bishop. 
Dylan Gambrell was brought in via trade to try and keep the 
Senators on some kind of course. 

27. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .333 
Upcoming schedule: @ DAL (Oct. 27), vs. ANA (Oct. 29), @ 
TOR (Nov. 2) 

There's been something lost in Sin City, and it's the Golden 
Knights' once-potent offence. It's not the chances that aren't 
there -- they are, and good ones too -- but Vegas' stars aren't 
doing anything with them. And the Golden Knights' power 
play has yet to turn up a goal. Now with Max Pacioretty and 
Mark Stone out with injury, putting pucks in the net gets even 
tougher. Tuesday's win over Colorado is a step in the right 
direction. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .357 
Upcoming schedule: vs. BUF (Oct. 28), @ VGK (Oct. 29), vs. 
MTL (Oct. 31), vs, NJ (Nov. 2) 

It's not how the Ducks are starting that's the issue; it's how 
they finish. In that, they don't. Anaheim has already let two 
games this season slip away in the third period, as they 
search for a more consistent overall team game. Rickard 

Rakell and Troy Terry are doing an admirable job up front, 
but they'll need more support. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .357 
Upcoming schedule: vs. MIN (Oct. 28), vs. NYR (Oct. 31), @ 
EDM (Nov. 1) 

The NHL's newest team already has an engaged fanbase 
and state-of-the-art arena. Next up for Seattle is finding its 
game. Blown third-period leads and too many high-danger 
chances allowed are slowing the Kraken early, which isn't 
altogether surprising for a team that's never played together 
before this fall. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .143 
Upcoming schedule: @ SJ (Oct. 28), @ LA (Oct. 30), @ 
ANA (Oct. 31), vs. DET (Nov. 2) 

An 0-5-0 start might be the second-most painful thing 
Montreal has endured so far. The drama surrounding Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi's return with Carolina -- and then subsequently 
being trolled by the Hurricanes Twitter account -- must take 
the cake. Regardless, Montreal has got to find scoring from 
somewhere to pull themselves out of an early-season hole. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .083 
Upcoming schedule: vs. TOR (Oct. 27), @ CAR (Oct. 29), @ 
STL (Oct. 30), vs. OTT (Nov. 1) 

It's not just that Chicago hasn't won a game yet. They 
haven't even held a lead. The Blackhawks were supposed to 
be better than this (see: signing Seth Jones to a massive 
eight-year, $76 million contract and wooing Marc-Andre 
Fleury into the crease). But things are only getting more 
bleak (see: Chicago's sellout streak ending at 535 games), 
and the seat under Jeremy Colliton already feels on fire. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .083 
Upcoming schedule: @ TB (Oct. 28), @ WSH (Oct. 29), @ 
CAR (Oct. 31), @ PHI (Nov. 2) 

Andre Tourigny is in a real battle to earn his first NHL 
coaching win. Arizona was outscored 20-8 in their last four 
games, and sit as the lowest-scoring team in the league, 
while also giving up the most goals. It's a brutal combination, 
and Arizona has been particularly bad in the second half of 
games where opponents have easily pulled away.
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Faith in Maple Leafs being tested after uninspiring loss to Hurricanes 

By Luke Fox 

RALEIGH, N.C. – New lines, same result. 

Faith in the Toronto Maple Leafs and faith within the Toronto 
Maple Leafs is getting tested, as the group followed up its 
most lopsided loss in nearly five years with another decisive 
L. 

Another night when a team built to score simply couldn’t do it 
enough. 

The difference in spirit and in play between Frederik 
Andersen’s undefeated Carolina Hurricanes (now 5-0-0) and 
their visitors Monday night was as sharp as it should be 
disturbing. 

“We got a sense of what a Stanley Cup–contending team 
looks and feels like," Sheldon Keefe said. 

“That's the hardest game we've played in this season by a 
wide margin in terms of the pressure, in terms of how difficult 
it is, in terms of how little time you have with the puck.” 

The coach was encouraged by his group’s effort in 
comparison to Saturday’s no-show — but clearly there’s 
another level or three to reach. 

“Unfortunately, it's still not high enough. You're playing 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. They set the standard, 
really, in the league in that regard," Keefe said. “Playing on 
the road here in Carolina, it's a different animal. Something 
that our team hasn't really felt in quite a while. So requires a 
lot more from you, and it's eye-opening.” 

Although the Leafs are doing their best to downplay a sloppy 
and uninspired week of hockey, tangible signs of a 
turnaround are hard to come by following a 4-1 Carolina 
victory. 

"I think that noise and that panic from the outside can't shake 
us — because there's no reason it should. It's still early, and 
we're still trying to figure out our game,” Auston Matthews 
said. 

“Within the room, we realize, obviously, that we need to play 
better. But at the same time, it's not like the end all, be all. 
Like, it's not the end of the world right now.” 

Toronto is fighting the narrative, because how does one write 
a positive story right now? With a group whose very identity 
is its high-powered offence yet who has slunk to 29th in the 
NHL in that category, averaging a paltry 1.86 goals per 
game? With a 26th-ranked power-play that’s drier than 
melba toast? 

If we’re scrounging for a silver lining, it’s that Matthews 
himself is on the board, four games after returning from wrist 
surgery. 

“Hopefully he lets me sneak in one or two past him,” 
Matthews said the morning before facing friend-for-life 
Andersen. 

And it only took three minutes and 25 seconds for Andersen 
to grant Matthews’ wish. 

Ethan Bear lost the big centreman behind the net, and 
Matthews whipped a wraparound past Andersen for his first 
on the year and 200th in just 338 games, becoming the 
second-fastest Leaf to reach that plateau. 

As Keefe scrambled all four of his lines in search of any 
offensive spark, Michael Bunting and William Nylander were 
promoted to Matthews’ wings. The trio looked dangerous 
early, with a nice Bunting forecheck helping to get the puck 
on Matthews’ blade. 

“We’ve actually been spending a lot of time together off the 
ice. So hopefully that can kind of translate on the ice as far 
as chemistry goes,” Matthews said of Scarborough’s finest. 
“He's always on the puck. He's smart. He makes plays.” 

Carolina did what strong teams do. They responded. 

The Canes buzzed back with prime scoring chances. Andrei 
Svechnikov hit a double-post off a sky-high alley-oop pass. 
Vincent Trocheck whiffed on a clear breakaway. And Jack 
Campbell stoned Jesper Fast on a nicely executed 2-on-1. 

Soon enough, the better club broke through. 

Sebastian Aho tied the contest in Period 2 by deftly tipping 
an Ethan Bear point shot. Then fourth-liner Steven Lorentz 
outmuscled Rasmus Sandin for a loose puck in the slot and 
whipped the winner right through Campbell’s legs. 

Immediately after killing off a Leafs power-play, the Canes 
scored their third unanswered. Jaccob Slavin undressed 
Mitch Marner at the blueline and fed Nino Niederreiter, who 
drove the net and slammed the puck home. 

Marner hung his head. 

“We gotta believe in one another, and everyone loves each 
other in this room. It’s such a close hockey team. And if any 
team were to do it — to get out of this rut we’re in — it's us,” 
Bunting said. 

“It's all a matter of us believing in one another. And it starts in 
our room, not out there.” 

The Maple Leafs carry their four-game losing skid into 
Chicago Wednesday in a showdown between two storied 
franchises digging themselves into early-season crises. 

“The more that you lose, the worse it feels,” Justin Holl said. 
“So, it's gonna be very important for us to get back on the 
horse and get a big win.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 27, 2021 

 

• Svechnikov is soaring after signing his eight-year, $62-
million extension in late August. He’s entered the season 
with a five-game point streak. His five goals and nine points 
put him top-10 leaguewide. 

• Keefe acknowledged the slow start for his shutdown pair, 
Jake Muzzin (minus-7) and Justin Holl (minus-6): "Just two 
guys that haven't played at the level that we've come to 
expect from them. Those guys take on a lot of tough 
assignments and it is difficult for them. But we've come to 
expect them to thrive in that position, and it hasn't happened 
here yet." 

• Some outsiders didn’t like the optics of Matthews and 
Andersen having dinner and watching NFL Red Zone 
together Sunday. Well, Petr Mrazek met up with some of his 
old mates on the off-day, too, including Svechnikov. 
Opposing players do this all the time, and with COVID 
restrictions loosened, it shouldn’t come as a shock. 

• Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour on the endurance of Jason 
Spezza, whom he played against for seven seasons: “You 
got a veteran player who knows how to play and can skate. 
That's the one thing that’s never left him. He's got some 
confidence. The coach is playing him…. I think if his wheels 
weren't there, it’d be a different story. But his wheels are 
there, and that's why he's doing what he’s doing.” 

• Those “bunch of jerks” Hurricanes continue to lean into 
their NHL troll persona. Monday they hosted EBUG David 
Ayres, who revved the opening siren. 

"It's a great story, obviously, and happy for a guy like that to 
get some life out of it," said Brind'Amour. "It might be more 
[of a story] up there where you guys are [in Toronto] than 
down here." 

Oh, it is, Rod. It is.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Panthers pounce on top spot behind play of Sergei Bobrovsky 
between pipes 

Bobrovsky has stopped 94.3% of the shots he's faced 
through four games 

By Austin Nivison  

The first two weeks of the NHL season can be a dangerous 
time for anyone trying to project what will happen the rest of 
the season. Not every team's start — good or bad — is 
exactly what it seems. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs already have their fans sweating, 
but the team hasn't had many bounces go their way. On the 
other hand, teams like the St. Louis Blues and the San Jose 
Sharks are riding high on unsustainable shooting 
percentages. 

Now we have to sort out what is real and what is just smoke 
and mirrors. 

One team that looks very real is the Florida Panthers, who 
have managed to wrestle the top spot away from the Wild. 
They have been getting the goaltending they couldn't get for 
much of the last two years, and that has made all the 
difference in the world. 

Let's see how the rest of the NHL shook out in our latest 
power rankings below.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Panthers  

There was never any doubt that 
the Panthers had the talent to be 
one of the best teams in the 
NHL. The biggest doubt was 
whether Sergei Bobrovsky could 

2  
6-0-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

find his game after a shaky first 
two seasons with Florida. So far, 
so good for Bobrovsky and the 
Panthers. He has stopped 94.3% 
of the shots he's faced through 
four games, and the team is 
rolling.  

2  Wild  

Last week's No. 1 team suffered 
their first loss of the season 
against the Predators, and that 
knocked them down a spot. Still, 
Minnesota has played like one of 
the best teams in the league, 
and they were able to provide 
some fireworks with an insane 
comeback win in overtime 
against the Jets.  

1  
5-1-
0  

3  Hurricanes  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi let the boos 
fuel him in his return to Montreal 
and he scored his first goal as a 
Hurricane in a 4-1 win over his 
former team. Carolina followed 
that up with a 5-1 beatdown of 
the Blue Jackets. Despite some 
key losses in the offseason, the 
Hurricanes haven't missed a 
beat yet.  

1  
5-0-
0  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

4  Bruins  

Boston suffered its first loss of 
the season last week, but the 
team has looked sharp through 
four contests. At 33, Brad 
Marchand is still as strong as 
ever. He's got four goals and 
seven points already and his line 
with Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak is still very much a 
problem for opposing teams.  

3  
3-1-
0  

5  Oilers  

The Connor McDavid Show is 
back in full effect. In just five 
games, McDavid has tallied six 
goals and 13 points. The already 
flimsy narrative that McDavid just 
feasted on a weak North Division 
in the 2020-21 season is being 
torched in a hurry by the Oilers 
superstar. Maybe this year 
everyone can just sit back and 
enjoy the best player in the 
league slice through world-class 
players like they belong in pee 
wee hockey.  

6  
5-0-
0  

6  Avalanche  

The Avalanche just haven't 
looked like themselves in the 
season's first couple of weeks. 
Colorado was underwhelming in 
a loss to the Capitals and 
followed that up with another 
disappointing showing against 
the Panthers. Goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper still has yet to look 
comfortable on his new team, 
but maybe a shootout win over 
the Lightning on Saturday night 
will get things moving in the right 
direction for the Avs.  

4  
2-4-
0  

7  Lightning  

It was a rough week for the 
defending champions. The Bolts 
dropped their first rivalry game of 
the season against the Panthers 
and then they lost to Colorado 
despite not playing all that 
poorly. Tampa Bay will be 
without Nikita Kucherov for a 
while, but things turned out fine 
the last time the team had to 
place him on LTIR.  

2  
3-3-
1  

8  Rangers  

New York lost its first two games 
of the season, but it has since 
rattled off four straight wins. Igor 
Shesterkin has put on a show 
between the pipes and has 

5  
4-2-
1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

allowed just one goal in each of 
his last three outings, including 
an impeccable performance in 
the Rangers' thrilling overtime 
win against the Maple Leafs.  

9  Capitals  

The veteran Capitals had 
another impressive week. They 
completely dominated the 
Avalanche in a 6-3 win and 
handed the plucky young Devils 
their first loss of the season. 
Washington did suffer an 
overtime loss against the Flames 
to end the week, but they look 
like the real deal thus far.  

3  
4-0-
2  

10 Penguins  

Still short-handed, the Penguins 
went into Toronto and hung a 
touchdown and an extra point on 
the Maple Leafs. Six different 
players found the back of the net 
and sent Leafs fans in search of 
their panic buttons just six 
games into this season.  

2  
3-1-
2  

11 Blues  

The Blues are 4-0, but how 
sustainable is this start for them? 
St. Louis is scoring on an absurd 
15.83% of their shots in all 
situations, which is the best in 
the NHL. That isn't going to last 
forever. Once that shooting 
percentage comes down to 
Earth, the Blues will start to take 
a few losses, but for now I'm 
sure they'll enjoy the ride.  

4  
5-0-
0  

12 
Maple 
Leafs  

If anyone in Toronto is selling 
their Maple Leafs stock, I would 
like to buy it. That's because the 
Leafs have the opposite problem 
of the Blues. Toronto leads the 
league in expected goals for in 
all situations, but they are 
shooting a dismal 5.71%. That 
will change with players like 
Auston Matthews, John Tavares 
and Mitch Marner. When it does, 
Toronto will look much better.  

6  
2-4-
1  

13 Islanders  

The Islanders haven't played 
their best hockey, but Ilya 
Sorokin has posted back-to-back 
shutouts to help his team rack up 
points while they find their game. 
The Isles have been surprisingly 
loose on defense, but the 

3  
3-2-
1  
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goaltending has bailed them out 
so far.  

14 
Golden 
Knights  

Vegas is another team suffering 
from a bit of bad luck in the early 
going. The Golden Knights have 
been getting outplayed far too 
often, but losing Max Pacioretty 
and Mark Stone will do that to 
any team. For now, Vegas must 
find a way to manufacture some 
wins.  

5  
2-4-
0  

15 Flames  

Calgary Flames | Elias Lindholm 
is off to a blazing start. In his first 
four games, Lindholm has 
scored six goals. Three of them 
came in an overtime win against 
the Capitals over the weekend. 
He won't be able to keep scoring 
at this pace for 82 games, but 
even if Lindholm returns to his 
almost point-per-game pace 
from the 2018-19 season, that's 
a great development for Calgary. 

3  
4-1-
1  

16 Devils  

One of the more surprising 
teams to this point, the Devils 
are currently 3-1. It is a small 
sample size, but this looks like it 
might be sustainable for New 
Jersey. They are currently fifth in 
the NHL in expected goals share 
(55.68%) and they have even 
suffered from some poor 
shooting luck in the process.  

7  
3-2-
0  

17 Flyers  

The Flyers are cooking 
offensively through the first four 
games of the season. New 
addition Cam Atkinson leads the 
team with four goals, and young 
star Joel Farabee already has 
six points. That's certainly 
encouraging, but Philadelphia 
has definitely gotten some puck 
luck to this point.  

3  
2-1-
1  

18 Stars  

The Stars took a shot on Braden 
Holtby in the offseason, and it 
might have paid off. Holtby has 
quietly been one of the best 
goaltenders in the NHL so far, 
and he has kept Dallas afloat 
while the offense has struggled 
to get going.  

2  
3-3-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

19 Jets  

Winnipeg has scored five or 
more goals three times in its first 
five games. That type of offense 
won't continue for very long, and 
that's concerning when you see 
that the Jets are 24th in the 
league in expected goals share 
at five-on-five (45.59%) and first 
in shooting percentage at five-
on-five (13.54%).  

--  
3-2-
1  

20 Sharks  

The Sharks have been out-
chanced at five-on-five in every 
game since their season-opener, 
and yet the team is 4-1. That 
probably has a lot to do with a 
high shooting percentage for 
San Jose through five games 
(13.87%).  

5  
4-2-
0  

21 Sabres  

The league's hottest team last 
week suffered back-to-back 
losses to the Bruins and the 
Devils, but the Sabres have still 
been surprisingly competitive. 
They probably deserved a better 
result against the Bruins, so 
Buffalo continues to climb even 
with two straight losses.  

7  
4-1-
1  

22 Canucks  

The good news for the Canucks 
so far is that Conor Garland 
looks like a strong addition to the 
team's forward group. The bad 
news is that Vancouver seems to 
be over-reliant on strong 
goaltending from Thatcher 
Demko because he has carried 
them in a couple of wins.  

5  
3-3-
1  

23 Kraken  

The Kraken looked like a 
potential playoff team in the 
Pacific Division on paper prior to 
the start of the season, and they 
still might be, but it has been a 
discouraging start to the season. 
On a brighter note, the 
atmosphere for Seattle's first 
ever home game looked 
incredible and it's fun to see 
more markets around the 
country embrace the sport.  

9  
2-4-
1  

24 
Blue 
Jackets  

The Jackets currently have a 
winning record, but there is 
some concern when you look 
under the hood. For instance, 

--  
4-2-
0  
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Columbus is 31st in the league 
in expected goals share at 
41.48%. If that keeps up, the 
wins will get harder to come by 
for the Blue Jackets.  

25 Red Wings  

The Red Wings have played 
relatively well in their first six 
games, and Tyler Bertuzzi has 
been a big part of that. He is tied 
for the league lead in goals with 
six. Lucas Raymond, the No. 4 
overall pick in the 2020 NHL 
Draft, scored a hat trick in a win 
over the Blackhawks. Both of 
those players are giving Detroit 
fans a reason for optimism.  

5  
3-2-
1  

26 Predators  

Promising prospect Philip 
Tomasino scored his first two 
NHL goals last week, and he is 
starting to look like the player the 
Predators hoped he would be 
when they drafted him in the first 
round of the 2019 NHL Draft.  

--  
3-4-
0  

27 Kings  

The Kings' goaltending is off to a 
slow start, and that has resulted 
in a poor start for the team in 
general. Anze Kopitar is still 
cruising at 34-years old. He has 
six goals and nine points in just 
five games. He will need to keep 
that up in order for the Kings to 
fight for a playoff spot.  

5  
1-4-
1  

28 Senators  

Goaltender Matt Murray has 
been placed on IR, which means 
the goaltending tandem of Anton 
Forsberg and Filip Gustavsson 
will have to carry the load in the 

1  
2-4-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

meantime. That doesn't bode 
well for the team's chances.  

29 Ducks  

The Ducks are riding a three 
game losing streak and already 
look like one of the worst teams 
in the NHL. The only reason they 
aren't lower is because the three 
squads below them have been 
exceptionally awful.  

2  
2-4-
1  

30 Canadiens  

Montreal got on the board with 
its first win of the season against 
the Red Wings, but it has still 
been a miserable start. Prior to 
that victory over Detroit, the 
Candiens had been outscored 
19-4 in five games.  

1  
1-6-
0  

31 Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks made history on 
Sunday night. They set a new 
NHL record for the longest start 
to the season without holding a 
lead at any point. That number 
currently stands at 360 minutes, 
and the team got booed off the 
ice in their loss to the Red 
Wings. This is a disastrous start 
for a franchise that is scraping its 
head on the salary cap and 
doesn't currently own its 2022 
first-round pick.  

10  
0-5-
1  

32 Coyotes  

The Coyotes can't score, can't 
defend and can't stop the puck. 
Other than that, Arizona is just 
fine. Just one player, Clayton 
Keller, has scored more than 
one goal on the season. These 
are tough times in the desert, but 
that is kind of by design.  

--  
0-5-
1  
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Frederik Andersen thriving early under ideal Hurricanes conditions 

By Justin Cuthbert 

There's the ideal way to step into free agency. Then there's 
the staggered finish Frederik Andersen had while entering 
the open market. 

While other top free agent netminders either emerged or 
enjoyed career-best campaigns, Andersen laboured through 
his worst season as a professional in his fifth and final year 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs. He not only underperformed 
on the ice, but had an injury contribute his poor and untimely 
performance.  

In a perfect storm, of sorts, the backup netminder and team 
he was protecting with his selfless decision to keep grinding 
through less-than-ideal conditions to perform would flourish 
together once Andersen could prioritize his health. He lost 
his job and much of his value when Jack Campbell, who had 
the opportunity to heal his ailments, stepped through that 
door and embarked on a record-breaking run.  

It was obvious Andersen's time was up — both with the 
Leafs and as a player with big potential in the free-agent 
market. 

Fortunately, another perfect storm was around the corner. 

After the Carolina Hurricanes somewhat controversially 
made the decision to capsize their goaltending depth chart in 
the offseason, an unlikely opportunity for Andersen emerged. 
Though it was for slightly fewer dollars and very little term, 
Andersen was brought aboard to be the No. 1 netminder for 
a legitimate Stanley Cup contender and a team that doesn't 
necessarily value pedigree at the position because it protects 
its goalies with elite shot- and scoring-chance suppression.  

After in some ways being the victim of circumstance in 
Toronto, Andersen is now in a position to be sheltered by 
one of the most well-oiled programs in the entire NHL.  

Now he couldn't be in a better position to win games, to post 
numbers, to recoup some of what's been lost in terms of 
earning potential. 

It's a point that couldn't be illustrated better than it was 
Monday with his former team in town. While he did provide 
early fodder for the less-than sympathetic Leafs fans with a 
lazy effort on Auston Matthews' wrap-around ice-breaker, 
Andersen cruised through the remaining minutes, making 22 
saves in a 4-1 win.  

The victory improved Andersen's early-season record to 5-0. 
He's only the second netminder in NHL history to start 

perfect through his first five games with a new team. He's 
done it with a .946 save percentage, which is second in the 
NHL among full-time starters, and 32 percentage points 
better than his career average across five seasons in 
Toronto.  

Andersen's sizzling numbers will naturally depress toward 
his career average, but the expectation should be that he 
out-performs his typical standard.  

The Hurricanes have allowed fewer attempts, fewer shots, 
and the fourth-fewest scoring chances on average over the 
last three seasons. The favourable conditions have helped 
Carolina netminders routinely perform in the top third of the 
league, most recently finishing with the league's third-best 
total team save percentage. Carolina had four netminders 
with over 1,500 all-situations minutes across those three 
seasons, with each keeping a save percentage above .910.  

That included Alex Nedeljkovic, who leaned on quality 
conditions to finish his short career with a .926 mark before 
the Hurricanes moved on this past offseason. 

Over that three-year period, Andersen performed at a same 
statistical level of an average Hurricanes netminder, 
fashioning a .911 all-situations save percentage. That was 
an issue in Toronto, because it suggested that Andersen was 
merely a replacement-level starter, which wasn't worth the 
$5 million he was being paid.  

Or an extension, of course. 

But there was a big difference between Toronto and 
Carolina, which was that the Leafs struggled in the areas the 
Hurricanes have specialized in, with the former performing 
as a bottom-third team in terms of attempts, shots and 
chances allowed. That hasn't had a major impact on 
Campbell's game, however, which is a testament to his 
performance and perhaps evidence that Toronto made the 
correct decision to turn to its backup and move forward. 

But that doesn't mean Andersen shouldn't thrive in Carolina, 
and within the confines of a program that doesn't ask much 
of its netminders. 

Life is easier now for Andersen, and that's been fully evident 
in his performance through the first two weeks of the 
season.  

We'll see what that's worth in the end.
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About Last Night: Andersen Beats Former Team, Canes Move to 5-0  

It was a great night in Raleigh Monday for the Canes, as 
Freddie Andersen and Carolina took down Toronto to move 
to 5-0 

By taliagoodman 

It was far from a perfect win, but sometimes the gritty wins 
are the best ones. They prove that a team can fight through 
its own mistakes and carry themselves to two points at the 
end of the night.  

That is what the Canes did last night. They had a slow start 
on the scoresheet, albeit still a solid one. Frederik Andersen 
allowed a goal from his former teammate and current friend, 
Auston Matthews. But that was the last goal he would let in, 
proving yet again to be a sturdy presence on the ice.  

This was Andersen’s third straight game allowing just one 
goal. He, along with the bottom-six success, was key to the 
win last night.  

Let’s break it down:  

Way to Go, Aho  

Aho’s point streak continued last night, scoring the Canes 
opening goal, giving him four goals in five games. It was a 
deflection from Ethan Bear with 12:58 remaining in the 
second period. Aho began and ended the play, winning the 
faceoff to open it up and eventually tipping in Bear’s shot. 
The assists were credited to Bear and Svechnikov.  

The goal tied the game 1-1 and jump started the offense, as 
the Canes scored three total goals during the second period.  

Andersen Makes History  

Last week, it was Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to Montreal, 
but Monday night it was all about Frederik Andersen and his 
first matchup against his former team.  

While he had a somewhat sloppy start, he managed to play a 
very impressive game, ending with just one goal allowed on 
25 shots, for a .960 SV%.  

“We didn’t get the best start but I think the guys rallied 
behind me,” Andersen said.  

This win isn’t an outlier for Andersen this year, but that 
doesn’t take away from its significance. Through five wins in 
five consecutive starts, Andersen holds a 1.60 GAA and a 
.946 SV%.  

He is the first goaltender in franchise history to win all of his 
first five starts. Not only that, but he is also just the second 
goaltender in the NHL to go 5-0-0 in his first five starts with a 
new team. He’s making history for the Canes, and he’s only 
just begun.  

Lorentz Gets his First of the Season 

Steven Lorentz scored his first goal of the season with a five-
hole beauty off a one-on-one matchup with Rasmus Sandin. 
He beat him out and put one past Leafs goalie Jack 
Campbell to give the Canes a 2-1 lead with 10:35 remaining 
in the period.  

Jack Campbell was the Canes biggest roadblock. He was 
phenomenal in net throughout the game, but specifically 
during the Canes’ scoreless first period.  

“Once you get ahead, the game changes a little bit,” Rod 
Brind’Amour said.  

The goal was Lorentz’s third NHL goal in his second year, 
and he’s impressed so far with limited ice time.  

Nino Nets One, Slavin Gets Redemption 

The offense continued to be active in the second, with 
Niederreiter scoring the third and final goal of the period. It 
came with 3:11 left and the setup was superb by Jaccob 
Slavin, who managed to juke out Mitch Marner and dish a 
beautiful pass for Niederreiter to finish off in the crease.  

Slavin had just come off of a rarity for himself, a penalty. He 
rarely ever takes them, but after this one, he quickly made up 
for his mistake. This phenomenal play doubled the lead for 
Carolina, making it 3-1 after the second period.  

“Look at the Slavin goal, it’s Nino’s goal, but it’s a great 
individual effort that leads to the goal,” Brind’Amour said.  

The bottom-six was consistent, productive and successful 
last night, showing the depth of the forwards on the team and 
the impact that every player has on the game.  

Svechnikov: The King of Empty Netters  

Andrei Svechnikov closed out the game with an empty 
netter— something we see a lot. Of his 64 career goals, 12 
have been with an empty net.  

Regardless of its nature, this was Svechnikov’s fifth goal in 
five games, putting him at a goal-a-game pace. He also 
picked up an assist Monday, showing his versatility as a 
playmaker, a goal scorer, and most importantly a hard 
worker.  

“If you ask me the one thing that stands out, I love the work 
effort of the group,” Brind’Amour said.  

The Canes are now just one of four teams to remain 
undefeated.  
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Work to Be Done 

There was a lot that could’ve gone better, despite what the 
scoresheet says. From special teams to puck control, there’s 
work to be done.  

“I think our puck management in the first two periods wasn’t 
great,” Slavin said. “I think we could clean that up a little bit, 
especially through the neutral zone. The effort is there. The 
effort has been there every single night, but there’s definitely 
some things that we could still tighten up a little bit. 
Miscommunications in the D-zone, things like that.” 

Carolina ended the game with a +2 Corsi and 14 high-
danger chances. They allowed 10 high-danger chances from 
the Maple Leafs. The stats support the result— and the 

result was very good, but the team acknowledged that there 
are always places to improve.  

Looking Ahead 

Monday night’s game was the first of a four-game 
homestand for the Canes. The team’s next game is against 
the Boston Bruins (3-1-0) on Thursday night. The Bruins will 
likely be without Curtis Lazar, Nick Foligno and Craig Smith, 
all key contributors.  

With Andersen taking the first five starts for the Canes, fans 
should expect Antti Raanta in net soon. As much as we all 
wish he could with how well he’s been playing, Andersen 
cannot remain in net forever, and Carolina needs to get a 
sense of Raanta’s game sooner rather than later.

 

Quick Whistles: Teuvo Teravainen is back, revenge games, and numbers behind 
Hurricanes’ hot start 

Teuvo Teravainen is back, he’s healthy, and he’s 
magnificent. 

By Brett Finger 

2021 was a lost season for Teuvo Teravainen due to early 
season injuries and the inability to get back on track down 
the stretch after missing most of the year. 

While Martin Necas’ development did a lot to make up for the 
loss of one of Carolina’s most important players, not having 
Teravainen in the lineup did nothing but hinder the team’s 
ability to reach its maximum potential. 

One offseason later, Teravainen is healthy, and he’s back to 
being the same player that blossomed into one of the best 
all-around players in the NHL. 

Through four games, Turbo lived up to his nickname. He led 
all Hurricanes skaters in corsi-for percentage, high-danger 
corsi-for percentage, and expected goals-for, among other 
advanced statistical categories. 

He had two goals, three primary assists and six total points 
in the team’s first four games, and every facet of his game 
has been present, including his dazzling playmaking and 
vision. 

That pass to Sebastian Aho was made in the early moments 
of the second period in Montreal on Thursday, and it gave 
the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. The Canes went on to win the 
game by a final score of 4-1. 

Teravainen is one of the most overlooked forwards in the 
league, and I think he will continue to put that on display this 
season, much to the Hurricanes’ benefit. 

Revenge Games 

While they often get overblown, revenge games are a thing, 
and the Hurricanes had a couple of notable ones this past 
week. 

The main course was Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s return to 
Montreal had all of the juicy drama you’d want. He was 
booed constantly; he was at the receiving end of a lot of 

physical play, and, of course, he scored a damn goal to 
really rub it in. 

Kotkaniemi’s game in Montreal was probably his best 
performance as a Hurricane to this point. In addition to 
logging his only goal and/or point with the team, he had an 
xGF% of 83.41 (second among Carolina skaters in that 
game) and was on the ice for four high-danger scoring 
chances for and zero against. 

He followed it up with another strong game against 
Columbus before regressing to where he was in his first two 
games on Monday against Toronto. 

The early results for him have been very mixed. Despite 
having a very high offensive zone start rate, he’s ending up 
back in the defensive zone a whole lot. He, like everyone in 
Carolina’s lineup, is benefiting from some downright 
outstanding goalie play, so it hasn’t hurt him or the team as 
much as it could. 

Speaking of downright outstanding goalie play, let’s talk 
about the source of it. 

Frederik Andersen has been phenomenal through his first 
five starts with the Hurricanes. 

He has played in and won all five games the team has 
played and has a .946 save percentage. His worst start was 
his first start, wherein Andersen stopped 25 of 28 shots. 
Since opening night, he has allowed just five goals in four 
games and has a .959 save percentage. 

His revenge game against the Maple Leafs on Monday lived 
up to the hype as the Hurricanes won 4-1 behind a 24-save 
effort from Andersen. 

“I think I’m feeling like I’m in a good spot right now,” 
Andersen said after the win on Monday. “I’ve got a good 
groove going. It’s really special when the guys played like 
they did tonight. Everyone battled for each other, blocking 
shots and making huge plays.” 

That’s a notable quote when contrasted by what his former 
team is going through at the moment. The Leafs are now 2-
4-1 to start the year and have been plagued by tons of 
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questions surrounding their perceived desperation and how 
they’re battling game in and game out. 

“Unfortunately, it’s still not high enough. You’re playing 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. They set the standard, 
really, in the league in that regard,” Keefe said. “Playing on 
the road here in Carolina, it’s a different animal. Something 
that our team hasn’t really felt in quite a while. So requires a 
lot more from you, and it’s eye-opening.”  

I was firmly in the “we’ll see” camp regarding Carolina going 
to a brand new goalie tandem, but the early returns on 
Andersen are excellent. Among the NHL 13 goalies to play in 
five games, Andersen is first in save percentage. He’s also 
top-five in the league in goals saved above expected. 

We have yet to see what Antti Raanta can bring to the table, 
and I wouldn’t expect that to change until Friday, the second 
game of a back-to-back set on home ice. The schedule lines 
up well for Raanta to face the team he broke into the league 
with as Corey Crawford’s backup in Chicago. 

Again, revenge games are often overblown, but this week, 
the Hurricanes showed up and exacted some revenge for 
Kotkaniemi and Andersen. 

Numbers behind a fast start 

When you’re talking about a 5-0 hockey team, the numbers 
are going to be impressive and, in many cases, 
unsustainable. 

That being said, there’s a lot of good in Carolina’s early-
season results. 

The Hurricanes have the second-best goal differential in 
hockey at +14, one goal behind the Florida Panthers, who 
have already played their sixth game of the season. 

5-0 is tied with 2019-20 for the best start to a season in 
Carolina franchise history. That year, their goal differential 
was nearly half of what it is this year at +8. The Canes 
needed overtime and/or a shootout in each of their first three 
games of that season. This year, they’ve had just one game 

decided by one goal (3-2 in at Nashville). The other four 
games were decided by 3+ goals. Empty-net goals play a 
factor in some of those outcomes, though. 

Of course, the Hurricanes are among the league’s best in 
shots on goal per game (sixth) and faceoff efficiency (fifth), 
but special teams have done a lot of the heavy lifting for the 
team. The Canes rank fifth in the NHL in powerplay (31.6%) 
and penalty killing (90%). They’ve had the seventh-most 
power play opportunities per game, and they have taken 
advantage of it to this point. 

At 5-on-5, the underlying numbers haven’t been quite as 
impressive. The team ranks 15th in expected goals-for and 
11th in scoring chances and high-danger shot attempts-for. 

Despite that, the Hurricanes have the eighth-best 5-on-5 
shooting percentage and the best 5-on-5 save percentage in 
the league. 

This ain’t your father’s Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes are now outperforming their expectation, and you 
can thank ultra-talented goal scorers like Andrei Svechnikov 
and elite goalie play from Andersen for that. This team is so 
full of talented, high-upside players that they can get by on 
roughly league-average play at 5-on-5, at least to this point 
in the very young season. 

Rod Brind’Amour has expressed his dissatisfaction with parts 
of his team’s play so far, so there’s a lot of work that still 
needs to be done. That is reflected by some of the team’s 
unspectacular numbers at 5-on-5. 

To this point, the numbers reflect what has been evident 
while watching; Frederik Andersen has been carrying a lot of 
the weight at 5-on-5, the Hurricanes are taking advantage of 
their scoring chances, and special teams have been deciding 
much of the momentum swings in the games. 

They aren’t a finished product yet, but they have to like 
where they’re at. And, hey, they’re 5-0. You can’t do better 
than that in five games.
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https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/faith-maple-leafs-tested-uninspiring-loss-hurricanes/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/stan-bowman-blackhawks-gm-steps-down-following-investigation-regarding-alleged-2010-sexual-assault/ 
https://ca.sports.yahoo.com/news/nhl-frederik-andersen-thriving-early-under-ideal-hurricanes-conditions-after-departing-leafs-180848303.html 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/26/22746543/about-last-night-andersen-beats-former-team-canes-move-to-5-0 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/26/22745044/quick-whistles-teuvo-teravainen-back-revenge-games-numbers-behind-carolina-hurricanes-

hot-start-nhl 
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How are teams handling the Carolina Hurricanes’ pressure? Hint: not 
very well 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Sheldon Keefe liked the way his team played. The Toronto Maple Leafs 
coach liked the competitiveness and willingness he saw from his players. 

“I thought the spirit of the team was good. I thought the energy on the 
bench was good,” Keefe said Monday. 

But playing the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena proved to be a 
“different animal,” Keefe acknowledged after the Leafs’ 4-1 loss. 

The Canes are off to a 5-0 start this season and are one of the NHL’s 
four undefeated teams. It’s a balanced and experienced team, one that 
exerts a lot of pressure on the ice and doesn’t let up. 

“I thought we played on a much higher level today but unfortunately it’s 
not high enough,” Keefe told reporters. “You’re playing against the 
Carolina Hurricanes and I think they set the standard really in the league 
in that regard. We got a real sense of what a Stanley Cup-contending 
team looks and feels like.” 

That’s what Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour wants: to set the standard. 
It’s a mantra that’s posted in the team’s practice facility weight room. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a motivational slogan posted in their 
weight room at the Wake Competition Center practice facility in 
Morrisville, N.C. Chip Alexander 

Brad Larsen, in his first year as the Columbus Blue Jackets coach, has 
his team competing harder. There’s spirit to their game as well. But the 
Canes were better Saturday in a 5-1 road win at Nationwide Arena. 

“We got a taste of a pretty good hockey team and what it takes,” Larsen 
said afterward. “You’ve got to be on your game against them. You’ve got 
to make sure you’re tracking pucks, you’re reloading. You can’t give them 
anything for free. 

“They’re tough. There’s not a lot of holes in that team, so you have to be 
on it. They’re deep — they’re very deep.” 

Brind’Amour said after Monday’s game that he likes how hard his team 
has been playing, top to bottom in the lineup. There have been errors in 
execution, but there’s a belief in the group they can and will find a way to 
win. 

“To a man, I feel like everybody is not always going to be perfect and you 
don’t expect them to be, but the effort is there,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
making up for a lot of the mistakes that we are making. The compete 
level has been really good. If you ask me the one thing that stands out, I 
love the work effort of the group.” 

The Canes were fifth in the NHL in both power-play percentage (31.6) 
and penalty killing (90%) through Monday’s games. They were sixths in 
goals per game (4.4) and led the NHL in allowing just 1.6 goals a game 
with Frederik Andersen stopping 141 of 149 shots. 

The Canes used three power-play goals to beat the Blue Jackets for their 
third road win of the season. They were the better team at even strength 
Monday against the Leafs while also efficiently and aggressively killing 
off three penalties, limiting the Leafs to two power-play shots. 

Toronto took a first-period lead when Auston Matthews scored his first 
goal of the season — and 200th career goal — with a wraparound and 
stuff that beat Andersen. But the star of the opening period for the Leafs 
was goalie Jack Campbell, who was sharp and did all he could to keep 
his team in the game. That was undone in the second when the Canes 
scored three times and took control. 

“Offense is hard to come by with the way that they play,” Matthews said 
of the Canes. “They pressure the puck everywhere. They don’t really sit 
back. They’re constantly moving, putting pressure whether it’s the D 
zone, neutral zone, offensive zone. 

“They play really well as a five-man unit and pressure the puck all over 
the place. It’s much tighter out there than it typically is.” 

Added Keefe: “That’s the hardest game we’ve played this season, by a 
wide margin, in terms of the pressure.” 

As Larsen sees it, the Canes have built a team the past few years that’s 
now in position for a Stanley Cup run. The Canes have improved year by 
year under Brind’Amour. 

Sebastian Aho, in his sixth NHL season, has become an elite center. 
Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas, while still young wingers, are 
dynamic players and gaining more experience. Then there are the 
veterans — Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck, Jaccob Slacin, Brett Pesce 
and others. It’s a good blend and Andersen has been rock-solid in net. 

“They’re a team that’s maturing,” Larsen said. “Aho and those guys, 
they’ve been in the league now, and Trocheck and Necas and 
Svechnikov, they’ve been in the league, and now they’re making that 
push. 

“You’ve got to be on your game to play against a team like that and it’s a 
great lesson. You’ve got to be prepared and ready to skate the full length 
of the ice, or you will be chasing it.” 

News Observer LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Curtis Lazar may be ready to rejoin Bruins lineup Wednesday in Florida 

 

Kevin Paul Dupont 

 

Also, if Lazar suits up, then someone must sit, and Cassidy sounded of 
the mind that Oskar Steen could be the odd man out, which would allow 
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Jack Studnicka another chance to hold on to his spot at the big kid’s 
table rather than be returned to AHL Providence. 

“Both played well the other night [Sunday vs. San Jose],” noted Cassidy. 
“Jack was ahead of Steen through training camp, so we’ll consider that 
as well.” 

Lazar, who arrived here in the same deal in which the Bruins acquired 
Taylor Hall, found an immediate home as the fourth-line center. In his 
absence, newcomer Tomas Nosek has held that spot for much of the 
early going, but recent injuries to right wingers Nick Foligno and Craig 
Smith have forced Cassidy to shuffle the deck, which on Sunday meant 
Charlie Coyle moved from center to right side. 

Free agent signing Nick Foligno is expected to miss extended time. 

Neither Foligno nor Smith was aboard the afternoon flight out of 
Hanscom to Florida. Foligno, placed on injured reserve over the 
weekend, won’t be back for a while. Cassidy is hopeful that Smith could 
be ready for the Panthers rematch Saturday night at the Garden. 

Lazar, no surprise, said he’ll be happy wherever he’s asked to play. He is 
a righthanded shooter, which likely means he would move to right wing 
on the fourth line if Cassidy opts to keep Trent Frederic as that line’s 
pivot. 

“I think you take a few more reps on the wing when you see them bring in 
a few more centermen,” said Lazar, asked how he felt over the summer 
when the Bruins signed Erik Haula, Nosek, and Foligno, all experienced 
forwards who can play center. 

“Versatility is part of my game, so wherever they want to slot me in, 
wherever I’m called, I’ll go out there and do my job.” 

Test period 

The game in Florida, followed the next night by a visit to Raleigh, N.C., 
stacks up as the Bruins’ mini-tour against “The Undefeated.” 

The Panthers, living up to their preseason hype, stand 6-0-0. The 
Hurricanes have gone 5-0-0, despite losing high-producing defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton as a free agent to New Jersey. 

“I was just talking to Coop,” said Cassidy, referring to Tampa Bay coach 
Jon Cooper, winner of back-to-back Stanley Cups, “about their series 
with Florida last year. He felt they were a really, really good team, 
knocking on the door, and they’ve shown that so far. 

“Carolina, we’ve seen every year, they’re right there. So it will be a good 
evaluation of our team. Let’s see where we’re at, against two really good 
offensive teams, and see how our defense plays out against some potent 
offenses.” 

Goalie plans 

Linus Ullmark will have the net on Wednesday. 

Linus Ullmark, who gave up four goals (.935 save percentage) in his 
back-to-back wins over the Sabres and Sharks, will be back in net vs. the 
Panthers. Rookie Jeremy Swayman, last seen giving up five goals in the 
6-3 loss at Philadelphia last Tuesday, will face Carolina after a nine-day 
respite. A strong performance by Ullmark would point to him getting the 
call for the Garden rematch … Ex-Bruin Noel Acciari has yet to play for 
the Panthers, kept on the sidelines after injuring a pectoral muscle in a 
preseason scrum … Jumbo Joe Thornton, No. 6 on the career games 
played list (1,684), suited up for only four of the Panthers’ first six games, 
chipping in with a goal and an average 11:07 in ice time. 

Piling up points 

Brad Marchand has collected four goals in his first four games. The 
prolific Li’l Ball o’Hate might be able to reach the 40-goal plateau for the 
first time in his career, having fallen short three times with 39, 37, and 36. 
Over the last five seasons, Marchand has ranked No. 3 overall in point 
production in the NHL (426), behind only Connor McDavid (526) and 
Leon Draisaitl (446). Both Oilers reached the 40-goal plateau twice in 

that stretch … Ex-Boston College standout Spencer Knight is 2-0-0 in the 
Panthers net, backing up a rejuvenated Sergei Bobrovsky (4-0-0, 1.99 
GAA, .942 save percentage). 

Boston Globe LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Arizona Coyotes call up 3 from Tucson after injuries to Carter Hutton, 
Conor Timmins 

 

José M. Romero 

 

The Arizona Coyotes had managed to stay injury-free over the first five 
games of the season.  

Then came Game No. 6, and three players went down.  

Goalie Carter Hutton is expected to miss two to four weeks with a lower 
body injury. Defenseman Conor Timmins has been ruled out for eight to 
12 weeks with a lower body injury, and forward Ryan Dzingel, injured 
along with Timmins in the second period of the Coyotes' 5-3 loss to the 
Florida Panthers Monday after he came to Timmins' defense, has an 
upper body injury with his status yet to be made official.  

Arizona called up goalie Ivan Prosvetov, defenseman Cam Dineen and 
forward Barrett Hayton from the AHL Tucson Roadrunners to fill the 
roster spots.  

Hutton played one period on Monday and made 10 saves on 11 shots. 
He did not come out for the second period and was replaced by Karel 
Vejmelka. 

Dineen, 23, has a goal and two assists in four games with the 
Roadrunners this season. The former third-round draft pick from 2016 is 
in his fourth season with Tucson and has yet to make his NHL debut.  

Hayton, 21, has one assist in four games with the Roadrunners this 
season. The Coyotes had hoped to keep the former first-round pick in in 
Tucson for regular playing time this season, but his next NHL game will 
be the 35th of his career and equal the number of games he's played in 
Tucson.  

Prosvetov, another top prospect, was ticketed for Tucson during Coyotes 
training camp to continue the 22-year-old's development this season. 
He's played in three games there this season with two shutouts and has 
a 1.34 goals against average and .944 save percentage.  

Prosvetov played in three games for the Coyotes last season. He was 
originally drafted by Arizona in the fourth round (114th overall) in the 
2018 NHL Entry Draft, and is in his third season with the Roadrunners.  

The Coyotes (0-5-1) face the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning Thursday in Tampa, with a game at Washington 
the following night.  

Boston Herald LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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BHN Puck Links: Bowman Era Done For Blackhawks, Lazar On Trip With 
Bruins 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  
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Three Stanley Cups and twelve years after he replaced former Chicago 
Blackhawks general manager Dale Tallon, the Stan Bowman era is over 
with the Blackhawks. 

In wake of the results of their internal investigation into sexual allegations 
made in 2010, against former video coach Bradley Aldrich, the 
Blackhawks announced Tuesday that general manager Stan Bowman 
has stepped down and senior vice president Al MacIsaac was let go on 
Tuesday.  

Bowman released a statement on his decision to move on from the 
Blackhawks organization. 

“Eleven years ago, while serving in my first year as general manager, I 
was made aware of potential inappropriate behavior by a then-video 
coach involving a player,” said the now-former Blackhawks GM and son 
of hall of famer Scotty Bowman. “I promptly reported the matter to the 
then-President and CEO who committed to handling the matter. I learned 
this year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious allegation of 
sexual assault. I relied on the direction of my superior that he would take 
appropriate action. Looking back, now knowing he did not handle the 
matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so.” 

That ‘then-President and CEO is John McDonough, who was abruptly 
and shockingly let go back on April 27, 2020.  

With their departures, all members of the 2010 senior management team 
have either been let go or left. In addition to Bowman, McDonough, and 
MacIssac, executive Jay Bunk, assistant GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, vice 
president of marketing Pete Hassen, mental skills coach James Gary, 
vice president of human relations Marie Sutera, and head coach Joel 
Quenneville had either been fired or moved on already. 

Kyle Davidson will serve as interim GM of the Blackhawks and CEO 
Danny Wirtz said that a search to fill the vacant Hockey Ops positions will 
begin in earnest within the next week. Wirtz also told the media that the 
report from the investigation led by former federal prosecutor Reid Schar 
in conjunction with Jenner & Block LLP had been handed over to the 
league. Within minutes of the conclusion of the team’s press briefing 
Tuesday, the NHL sent out a press release statement: 

‘The National Hockey League announced today that the Chicago 
Blackhawks have been fined $2 Million for the organization’s inadequate 
internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response in the 
handling of matters related to former video coach Brad Aldrich’s 
employment with the Club and ultimate departure in 2010. The League 
and the Blackhawks have decided that $1 Million of the fine money will 
be dedicated to fund local organizations in and around the Chicago 
community that provide counseling and training for, and support and 
assistance to, survivors of sexual and other forms of abuse.’ 

The full release from the NHL can be read here and the full report can be 
read on the team’s website.   

Of note is that NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said that if any of the 
Blackhawks 2010 senior management team and others involved that are 
not currently employed in the NHL want to work in the NHL again, the 
league would have to allow reemployment under agreed-upon conditions. 
As for those still employed in the NHL, like Quenneville, our man in FLA 
George Richards has the details over at Florida Hockey Now. 

Now onto the rest of your BHN Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins will be without forward Craig Smith for their upcoming 
back-to-back set on the road that sees them play the undefeated Florida 
Panthers (Wednesday) and Carolina Panthers (Thursday). They could 
however have forward Curtis Lazar back in the lineup for one or both 
games. (BHN) 

Will the PHWA finally give Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand his 
proper due if he continues to play Hart Trophy-worthy hockey? (BHN) 

National Hockey Now 

According to COVID deniers and anti-vaxxers (AKA COVIDIOTS), young, 
in-shape athletes cannot suffer from COVID if they contract the deadly 
virus. Dan Kingerski writes about another athlete proving them wrong. 
(Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Stefan Rosner thinks Barry Trotz needs to let Ilya Sorokin keep the net 
for the New York Islanders even when Semyon Varlamov returns. (NYI 
Hockey Now) 

Why did early Calder Trophy candidate and Detroit Red Wings rookie 
defenseman Moritz Seider choose to wear No. 53 for the Wings? (Detroit 
Hockey Now) 

The Montreal Canadiens did some team bonding and reunited with 
former captain Shea Weber taking in Monday Night Football in Seattle 
Monday night. Will it pay off against the Kraken tonight? (Montreal 
Hockey Now) 

Despite arguably their best effort of the season, the Toronto Maple Leafs 
lost their third straight game Monday night. (Toronto Hockey Now) 

NHL 

Speaking of the Leafs, my BHN partner-in-scribe, Joe Haggerty says 
despite it only being October, the traditional first round chokers are 
already a ‘hot mess’. (Bulletin) 

Here’s hoping the Columbus Blue Jackets find the fan who verbally 
abused Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins by mentioning his late teammate, 
Matiss Kivlenieks, before their game on Monday night. (ESPN) 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Boston Bruins Lazar ‘Ready To Go’ Coming Off Elbow Injury 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BRIGHTON, Mass – The Boston Bruins will be getting one of their 
walking wounded back to the forward group as it appears Curtis Lazar is 
going to return to the lineup for the upcoming two-game road trip. The B’s 
fourth line forward was able to avoid elbow surgery for a “subflexion of 
the elbow” that would have had him out until playoff-time and instead 
said he’s healthy and ready to go ahead of a two-game trip against red-
hot teams in Florida and Carolina. 

“Lazar was practicing full today,” said Cassidy. “I’ve been told if there’s 
no ill effects from today’s practice when he wakes up tomorrow then he 
might be available as early as [Wednesday]. That’s good news. I just 
want to make sure we’re not forcing him in.” 

It remains to be seen whether Lazar will play center or slide over to wing 
to keep 22-year-old Jack Studnicka as the fourth line center, or whether it 
will be Studnicka or Steen that comes out of the B’s lineup upon his 
return after they “did their job” in Sunday’s win over San Jose. But 
Lazar’s expectation is that he’s going to play on Wednesday night after 
practicing at Warrior Ice Arena and feeling healthy. 

“It’s great. Just to get back with the guys and stuff. It’s always fun to be 
back in the mix,” said Lazar, who injured the elbow when he smashed 
into the post during the B’s final preseason game against the Washington 
Capitals. “Spirits are high. Feeling good and ready to go.” 

Lazar said he started skating again last week and was “very fortunate” to 
avoid the surgery. 

“You make the best of a bad situation,” said Lazar, who missed just the 
first four games of the season thanks to a spaced out B’s schedule. “My 
season could have been gone, but here I am a month later. I’m excited 
and ready to go, and thankful to be able to contribute to this team.” 
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In other news, injured winger Craig Smith will remain home and will miss 
each of the next two games after not playing on Sunday afternoon 
against the San Jose Sharks. Linus Ullmark gets his third straight start 
against the Panthers at the BB&T Center on Wednesday night and rookie 
netminder Jeremy Swayman will get his third start of the year in 
Thursday night’s tilt against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Here are the projected Boston Bruins line combos and D-pairings for the 
Florida game based on Tuesday’s practice at Warrior Arena: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak 

Hall-Nosek-Coyle 

DeBrusk-Haula-Steen 

Frederic-Studnicka-Lazar/Kuhlman 

Grzelcyk-McAvoy 

Reilly-Carlo 

Forbort-Clifton 

Ullmark 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Marchand May Not See It But He’s Been All Hart So Far  

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Boston Bruins star winger Brad Marchand may not see it but through his 
first four games this season, he has hands-down, been his team’s MVP 
so far. With four goals and three assists in his first four games of the 
season, the 33-year-old Marchand continues to age like a fine red wine 
and is already in midseason form, but don’t tell him that. 

“I just think that sometimes things go your way. You get bounces at the 
right time. I actually don’t think I’ve played my best hockey. Regardless of 
the points, I think I can be better and manage pucks better, felt tired a 
few games,” Marchand said after notching and goal and an assist in the 
4-3 Boston Bruins win over the San Jose Sharks at TD Garden this past 
Sunday. 

I still think I can be better than what I’ve been…points are part of it 
obviously. I want to be happy with where I’m playing and how I’m playing 
and I’m not quite happy enough yet with how things have been.” 

That must have been music to the collective ears of his teammates, 
coaches, and the Boston Bruins management staff, and a scary thought 
to the rest of the NHL, because if Marchand continues at the pace he’s 
played at through his first four games of the regular season, those that 
vote on the Hart Trophy will be forced to finally seriously consider him. 
It’s high time the ‘pest’ label on Marchand is removed and replaced by 
‘superstar’. He has been the best two-way left wing in the NHL for the 
last five seasons and should’ve been a top 3 finalist for the Hart Trophy 
last season. Here’s hoping the voters stop penalizing him for his antics in 
the past and give him a fair chance this season. 

If Marchand continues his torrid pace and plays all 82 games, he will 
finish the regular season with 41 goals and 62 assists. That would be 
third behind only the 2020 Hart Trophy winner and Edmonton Oilers 
forward Leon Draisaitl and his teammate and the reigning Hart Trophy 
winner Connor McDavid. 

With a hot start notching 13 points in just five games, Connor Mcdavid is 
currently projected to finish the season with over 140 points. 
pic.twitter.com/KVMXuJ2jZh 

— dom at the athletic (@domluszczyszyn) October 25, 2021 

Marchand has surpassed the 85-point plateau in four of the last five 
seasons – and hit 69 in 53 games last season. The fact that he’s not 
satisfied with that and the start to this season though, only accentuates 
his value to his teammates and proves how Hart-worthy he continues to 
be. My partner-in-scribe here at BHN, Joe Haggerty, made a great point 
to me regarding this. As Haggs pointed out, Marchand’s humble 
approach when answering that question I posed to him about his early 
success this season was one of a true leader. No longer is Marchand 
letting his ego or desire for revenge punish his teammates as he did in 
the past, now he’s simply champing – not licking – at the bit to let his skill 
do the talking and leading by example. 

“Very good That’s fairly typical, right?” Boston Bruins bench boss Bruce 
Cassidy said after Marchand scored a penalty shot goal and an empty-
netter in the season opener. “He draws a penalty [on the first goal] – a 
really, really smart play because it looks like things are going to be 
offsides but he didn’t touch the puck, so he doesn’t have it under control, 
so it’s a tag up. So, as always, he’s thinking quick on his feet, gets 
himself in position for a penalty shot, finishes. 

The empty-net goal – again, good job on the wall – both third-period 
goals, we win a wall battle and we win a foot race. That’s something we 
weren’t doing in the second period when the ice got tilted more towards 
our end. Again, another good example of just good simple hockey this 
time of year. Highly skilled players just kind of playing behind their D and 
putting pucks in their areas, and then using their speed and tenacity. He 
was thinking quick on his feet, getting himself in a position for a penalty 
shot, finishes. The empty-net goal…all-around a good game for Marchy 
in every area.” 

Towards the end of last season, Cassidy was clamoring for Marchand to 
be a Hart Trophy finalist. 

“Why not, go ahead and put it out there. If he deserves it, he deserves it 
if you believe that,” Cassidy said back on March 12. “He wouldn’t have 
an issue with it, I wouldn’t have an issue with it. (Patrice Bergeron) might 
have an issue with it. Clearly, he’s done a good job. If he’s in that 
conversation if people are talking about it then good for him. A 200-foot 
player like ‘Bergy’ and that’s why they’re deadly both on the power play, 
5-on-5, and PK.” 

“Listen, I think any accolades our guys get, I’m all for. …I think we’re all 
about the crest on the front, but in the meantime, if they’re giving out the 
awards, why not our guy?” Cassidy asked rhetorically. “Hart Trophy I 
agree (Marchand should be in the conversation), I think there are 
probably other players in the league with better numbers that people will 
gravitate towards, but if you look at what Marchy brings to this team in 
terms of offensive ability, scoring, penalty kill, power-play, 4-on-4, 
overtime and he’s got an ‘A’ on his sweater, he’s become much more of 
a leader in terms of setting an example in practice, in games. I think he 
should be in the conversation — I don’t want to rate him anywhere, I’d 
have to go through all the guys in the league — but certainly merits 
conversation about that award. Yeah, for sure.” 

Marchand did finish fifth in Hart Trophy voting but word amongst the 
voters was that his past antics, such as the licking incident with former 
Tampa Bay Lightning forward Ryan Callahan in the 2018 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, still affect their views of the Boston Bruins winger. Well, 
hopefully, if Marchand continues at this pace, they can see past that next 
July. By the way, after Marchand notched two assists in a 4-1 win over 
the Sabres last Friday, Callahan, now an ESPN NHL analyst, forgave 
Marchand and the Bruins winger apologized. Time for the voters to do 
the same. 

"ryan callahan forgives you" – @Buccigross 

"sorry bud" – @Bmarch63 lmao pic.twitter.com/y3KOlTSbot 

— Marina Maher (@marinakmaher) October 23, 2021 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Regaining the trust of Chicago Blackhawks fans has to be the No. 1 
priority for Rocky and Danny Wirtz 

 

By PAUL SULLIVAN 

 

It will take years for the Chicago Blackhawks to remove the stench of the 
organization’s mishandling of sexual assault allegations against former 
video coach Brad Aldrich. 

After a bombshell report by investigators from Chicago law firm Jenner & 
Block revealed that former Hawks President John McDonough, general 
manager Stan Bowman and former coach Joel Quenneville were all part 
of a meeting discussing the allegations in May 2010 — yet did nothing 
about it until the Stanley Cup Final had concluded three weeks later — 
the only thing the Hawks owners can do is beg for everyone’s 
forgiveness and find a leader who can bring trust back to the 
organization. 

Their first step Tuesday — after Hawks Chairman Rocky Wirtz and his 
son, CEO Danny Wirtz, made sure to let everyone know they knew 
nothing of the allegations until the first lawsuit was filed this past May — 
was to get Bowman to hand in his resignation, replacing him on an 
interim basis with Kyle Davidson. 

Bowman in turn released a statement in which he basically blamed 
McDonough for not handling the incident. Thus he leaves the Hawks in 
the same manner he operated as their GM, with a smirk and no real 
acceptance of responsibility for his actions. 

For years Hawks fans wondered how the Wirtzes could continue to allow 
Bowman to run the franchise into the ground with so many poor free-
agent signings and trades. Now we know. Their respect for Bowman is 
so deeply ingrained, they allowed him to resign instead of firing him, as 
any other corporation would do to an employee involved in a similar 
mishandling of an alleged sexual assault. 

So Bowman was given carte blanche to ditch the rebuild plan this past 
summer and make a series of big moves that theoretically would restore 
the franchise to relevance. Now it all has come crashing down in 
stunning fashion, and Bowman’s incompetence in personnel matters 
turned out to be the least of his concerns. 

Danny Wirtz said Bowman “exhibited extreme professionalism and 
integrity” while cooperating with investigators, adding that if the incident 
had happened in 2021 with Bowman in charge, “the Stan that I know, 
and we know, would’ve acted differently and been a louder voice in that 
room.” 

The Stan he knows was in that room in 2010, by the way, and was as 
culpable as the rest of the executives who buried the incident until the 
Stanley Cup was safely in their possession. 

What we now have is a winless team without an experienced GM, a head 
coach in Jeremy Colliton who seems destined for a new and exciting 
career as an Uber driver, the team’s two biggest stars — Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane — in the COVID-19 protocol, the end of a 535-
game streak of sellouts at the United Center and a sordid scandal that 
threatens to damage both the organization and the entire NHL. 

The league fined the team $2 million for “inadequate internal procedures 
and insufficient and untimely response,” and Commissioner Gary 
Bettman still has to deal with the two remaining NHL employees from the 
fateful meeting: Quenneville, now coaching the Florida Panthers, and 
former assistant general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff, now the GM of 
the Winnipeg Jets. 

The report is difficult to read, both for its graphic descriptions of the 
allegations against Aldrich and for the stunning arrogance by Hawks 
management in trying to make the story disappear as the team chased 
its first Stanley Cup since 1961. It said the team’s director of human 
resources recalled McDonough telling her they decided not to alert her or 
outside legal counsel of the incident during the playoffs so it would not 
“disturb team chemistry.” 

According to the report, McDonough told investigators it was “hard for 
him to imagine that a non-consensual sexual encounter occurred 
between” the victim and Aldrich because the player was so much bigger 
than Aldrich. Even after realizing the incident may have been reported to 
his superiors, Aldrich apparently was so brazen, he allegedly 
propositioned a 22-year-old male intern in the organization during a 
celebration of the Stanley Cup clincher on June 10 in Chicago, grabbing 
him between his legs, according to the report. 

The employee recalled he did not report the proposition because 
Aldrich’s father worked for the San Jose Sharks and he needed him for a 
potential reference. Three days later, Aldrich was celebrating with the 
Hawks, the Stanley Cup, the Cubs and the White Sox on the infield at 
Wrigley Field, a day before McDonough first informed the director of 
human resources of the incident, the report said. 

Two days later, Aldrich was given the option of resigning or going 
through an investigation while taking a leave of absence. Aldrich chose 
the former, telling investigators he was afraid his sexuality would be 
revealed. Amazingly, he was paid another $20,622 in severance, minus 
taxes and withholding, and even received a $15,000 playoff bonus. 

The report stated Aldrich “requested to partake in the tradition of hosting 
the Stanley Cup for a day” in his hometown in Michigan, and the request 
was granted. Not only would he quietly depart, Aldrich would enjoy the 
spoils of the Hawks success with the time-honored tradition of everyone 
having their day with the Cup. 

While the player may have lived in fear that his career would be over, 
Aldrich was free to celebrate and go on with his life as though nothing 
had happened. He allegedly continued the pattern of disturbing behavior, 
leading to another allegation of sexual assault by a high school hockey 
player in 2013. He pleaded guilty to fourth-degree criminal sexual 
conduct involving a student, served nine months in jail, received five 
years of probation and had to register as a sex offender. 

Lawsuits from the former Hawks player and the high school hockey 
player accused the organization of negligence in its handling of the initial 
complaints against Aldrich. The Wirtzes said Tuesday they will try to 
come to a fair settlement with the former Hawks player. 

While witness accounts differ of the incident between Aldrich and the 
former Hawks player and the team’s response, the report states: “What is 
clear is that, after being informed of Aldrich’s alleged sexual harassment 
and misconduct with a player, no action was taken for three weeks.” 

 

McDonough was fired during the pandemic-caused NHL shutdown in 
April 2020 and never has spoken publicly about his dismissal. Bowman’s 
statement suggests he still doesn’t accept responsibility, saying he knew 
of the “serious allegation” only this year and “regret(s) assuming” his 
superior, McDonough, was going to “handle the matter promptly” after 
their meeting. 

If his defense is being clueless, at least Bowman can be thankful Hawks 
fans would vouch for him in that regard. 

The Hawks play host to the Toronto Maple Leafs on Wednesday at the 
UC, hoping to end their winless streak against an Original Six rival and 
convince fans they still can salvage the 2021-22 season. 

But now it’s not just about the season. The Hawks have a ton of work to 
do to rebuild trust with their fan base. Hiring someone such as NBC 
Sports Chicago analyst Eddie Olczyk as the next GM would at least 
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provide them with a leader fans know to be honest and intelligent. 
Whomever they hire, transparency is a must. 

“We must and will do better,” Danny Wirtz said. “What the Chicago 
Blackhawks do off the ice is equally as important as anything we do on 
it.” 

Sounds good. Now prove you mean it. 

Chicago Tribune LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Jonathan Toews and Henrik Borgström join other Chicago Blackhawks in 
the COVID-19 protocol 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Jonathan Toews and Henrik Borgström became the ninth and 10th 
members of the Chicago Blackhawks to enter the COVID-19 protocol this 
season. 

Their placement on the list Tuesday doesn’t necessarily mean they 
tested positive. Other factors could land them on the list, such as high-
risk close contact. 

The Blackhawks didn’t hold a news conference with players and coaches 
after Tuesday’s practice at Fifth Third Arena, so Toews’ and Borgström’s 
availability for Wednesday’s home game against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs remains up in the air. 

That also holds true for Patrick Kane, who entered the protocol Saturday 
and missed Sunday’s loss to the Detroit Red Wings. 

If all three miss Wednesday’s game, the Hawks would have to face the 
Leafs without their points leader in Kane (five points) and three of their 
top 11 forwards in average ice time in Kane (first), Toews (fourth) and 
Borgström (11th). 

Here’s a breakdown of who has entered the protocol this season: 

Toews and Borgström (added Tuesday) 

Forward Jujhar Khaira, defenseman Riley Stillman and assistant coach 
Marc Crawford (added Sunday) 

Kane, forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Erik Gustafsson (added 
Saturday, with Carpenter and Gustafsson removed Sunday) 

Assistant coach Tomas Mitell (added Thursday) 

Goalie Kevin Lankinen (added Sept. 24, removed Sept. 27) 

Last season, six Hawks spent time in the protocol, including Alex 
DeBrincat, Adam Boqvist, Nicolas Beaudin, Lucas Wallmark and 
Carpenter. 
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Stan Bowman is out and the Chicago Blackhawks are fined $2M after law 
firm announces findings of its investigation related to 2010 misconduct 
allegations 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON and CHRISTY GUTOWSKI CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
|OCT 26, 2021 AT 7:21 PM 

 

Stan Bowman established himself in the hockey world when the Chicago 
Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup in 2010, his first season as general 
manager. 

That same year, Hawks upper management failed to act on a player’s 
sexual assault claim until after the championship was secured, according 
to a law firm’s independent review. The damning details in that report, 
released Tuesday, came at a high cost for Bowman 11 years later: He 
resigned from his position as Hawks president of hockey operations and 
general manager, as well as from his role as GM of the U.S. Olympic 
hockey team. 

The former player, identified as “John Doe” in a lawsuit filed this year, 
alleged he was assaulted in May 2010 by then-video coach Brad Aldrich. 

While discussing Chicago-based Jenner & Block’s findings, Hawks CEO 
Danny Wirtz said Tuesday: “Rocky (Wirtz, Hawks chairman) and I 
appreciate Stan’s dedication to the Blackhawks and his many years of 
work for the team. However, we and he ultimately accept that in his first 
year as general manager he made a mistake alongside our other senior 
executives at the time and did not take adequate action in 2010. 

“Stan exhibited extreme professionalism and integrity in cooperating in 
the investigation, more so than his peers, and we cannot overstate the 
important role Stan played in revisiting that meeting in the report. I 
believe that if this had happened in 2020-21 with Stan at the helm, the 
Stan that I know and that we know would have acted differently and been 
a louder voice in that room.” 

The report could have far-reaching repercussions beyond the abrupt end 
of Bowman’s tenure, during which he presided over three 
championships. 

The NHL fined the Hawks $2 million, and Commissioner Gary Bettman 
announced he will meet with Kevin Cheveldayoff, the Hawks assistant 
general manager in 2010, and Joel Quenneville, the gruff coach who led 
the Hawks to those three titles and remains a beloved figure in team lore. 

“With respect to Messrs. Cheveldayoff and Quenneville, who are 
currently employed by NHL clubs other than the Blackhawks (the 
Winnipeg Jets and Florida Panthers, respectively), I plan to arrange 
personal meetings in the near future with both individuals to discuss their 
roles in the relevant events as detailed in the report,” Bettman said. “I will 
reserve judgment on next steps, if any, with respect to them.” 

The NHL fined the Hawks for “inadequate internal procedures and 
insufficient and untimely response” in handling Aldrich’s employment and 
departure. Half of the fine money will go toward funding Chicago-area 
organizations that provide counseling and support for survivors of sexual 
abuse and other forms of abuse, a league statement said. 

For the Hawks, Tuesday’s developments have seismic implications for 
the franchise. 

None of the other executives involved in the Hawks’ response in 2010 
will be with the organization moving forward, Wirtz said. According to a 
source, Al MacIsaac also is out as senior vice president of hockey 
operations, and mental skills coach James F. Gary retired in June. Jay 
Blunk, who was executive vice president for nearly 14 years, left in 
August. 

With Wirtz’s announcement that Bowman “has stepped aside,” the 
shepherd of the franchise’s rebuild has been removed just as the team 
has gotten off to a historically bad beginning to the 2021-22 season: an 
0-5-1 record without having a single lead in 360 minutes and 57 seconds 
— an NHL record to start a season. 

Kyle Davidson, vice president of hockey strategy and analytics, will take 
on the role of interim GM. 

The Hawks hired Jenner & Block in late June to conduct an independent 
investigation, and the law firm said it interviewed 139 witnesses. 

The review also alleges that Aldrich touched another Hawks employee, a 
“front office paid intern” who was 22 at the time. 
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On the evening of June 10, a day after the Hawks clinched the title 
against the Philadelphia Flyers, the employee and Aldrich shared a taxi 
after celebrating downtown, according to the report. “The employee 
recalled that Aldrich put his hand on the employee’s ‘crotch’ at the same 
time that he asked, in a suggestive manner, if the employee wanted to go 
upstairs,” the report said. “The employee told him, ‘No.’” 

The report says Aldrich did not deny that an interaction with this 
employee occurred, but he did not recall propositioning or grabbing that 
person in a sexual manner. 

The former Hawks player, “John Doe,” has an ongoing lawsuit against 
the Hawks alleging negligence and intentional infliction of emotional 
distress, but Danny Wirtz publicly apologized to him on behalf of the 
team and hinted that a swift resolution to the lawsuit might be possible. 

“It is clear that in 2010 the executives of this organization put team 
performance above all else,” Wirtz said. “John Doe deserves better from 
the Blackhawks and while we believe we have a strong legal defense, 
I’ve instructed our lawyers to see if we can reach a fair resolution 
consistent with the totality of the circumstances.” 

He helped the Chicago Blackhawks win the Stanley Cup. But now 2 
lawsuits are bringing scrutiny to a former coach’s behavior around young 
players. » 

John Doe’s lawyer, Susan Loggans, said she’s open to negotiating with 
the Hawks but would like them first to withdraw their motion to dismiss 
John Doe’s lawsuit. 

The Hawks also filed a motion to dismiss a second lawsuit by a former 
Houghton (Michigan) High School hockey player referred to as “John 
Doe 2.” Aldrich pleaded guilty in 2013 to misdemeanor criminal sexual 
conduct with John Doe 2. 

“What I would like to see is they live up to their apology ... (and) withdraw 
their motion to dismiss and make a good-faith effort to resolve the case 
because they destroyed this person’s life,” Loggans said, referring to 
John Doe 1. “He was listening (to the Hawks briefing), too, and he was 
crying on the other side.” 

Danny Wirtz said during the briefing: “I am confident this would not be 
tolerated in our organization today. We must and will do better.” 

John Doe 1, who participated in the review, released this statement: 
“Today I am grateful for the accountability from Rocky, Danny Wirtz and 
the Blackhawks organization. I also want to thank Jenner & Block and 
specifically Reid Schar for the respect he and they showed me 
throughout their investigation. 

“Although nothing can truly change the detriment to my life over the past 
decade because of the actions of one man inside the Blackhawks 
organization, I am very grateful to have the truth be recognized, and I 
look forward to continuing the long journey to recovery.” 

Rocky Wirtz said neither he nor his son knew of the allegations until the 
lawsuit was filed. 

“If we had, we certainly wouldn’t be standing here today,” he said. 

Reid Schar, a partner at Jenner & Block, said the investigation found that 
several Hawks executives and coaches met within an hour of the 
clinching victory in the Western Conference finals on May 23, 2010, to 
talk about the allegations against Aldrich. The report says no action was 
taken for three weeks. 

Those present at the meeting, according to the report, were then-Hawks 
President John McDonough, Bowman, Quenneville, Cheveldayoff, 
MacIsaac, Gary and Blunk. 

“Accounts of that meeting vary significantly and the participants have 
limited recollection of the details of the meeting,” Schar said. “At a 
minimum, the senior leaders including then-President John McDonough 
were informed of alleged sexual harassment of a player by a coach, 

including efforts by the coach to engage in unwelcome sexual activity 
with that player.” 

According to the report, Bowman recalled during his interview with 
Jenner & Block “that during the meeting, McDonough and Quenneville 
made comments about the challenge of getting to the Stanley Cup Finals 
and a desire to focus on the team and the playoffs.” 

Schar continued: “What is clear is that after being informed of Mr. 
Aldrich’s alleged sexual harassment and misconduct with a player, no 
action was taken for three weeks. One witness recalled that the decision 
on how to proceed was left in Mr. McDonough’s hands and another 
witness recalled Mr. McDonough saying he would speak to John Doe. 
Mr. McDonough did nothing to address the allegations until June 14 after 
the playoffs were over when he reported the information to the director of 
human resources. 

“While there was a lack of recollection as to whether anyone else present 
in the meeting besides Mr. McDonough needed to or would take any 
additional steps, nothing was done by the other senior leaders to address 
the situation. As a result, the Blackhawks’ own sexual harassment policy 
which required investigation of all reports of sexual harassment to be 
conducted promptly and thoroughly was violated.” 

Efforts to reach McDonough for comment were unsuccessful Tuesday. 
He was fired as team president last year. 

The Panthers did not respond to attempts to reach Quenneville. 

Schar said Aldrich was allowed between May 23 and June 14, 2010, to 
travel with the team and participate in celebratory events. When given 
the option on June 16 of facing an investigation or resigning, Schar said, 
Aldrich chose to resign. 

Schar said Aldrich, with an attorney, participated in the investigation. 
Aldrich’s attorney said Tuesday they plan to review the report. Aldrich 
declined to offer an immediate comment. 

Bowman issued a statement through the team noting that he was in his 
first year as general manager and that he “promptly” reported the matter 
to McDonough. 

“I relied on the direction of my superior that he would take appropriate 
action,” Bowman said in the statement. “Looking back, now knowing he 
did not handle the matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so.” 

Schar said the four-month investigation included interviews with 139 
people, including 21 current Hawks players and 14 members of the 2009-
10 team. 

Schar said John Doe and Aldrich offered different views of the May 2010 
encounter, with Doe insisting it was not consensual. 

He said the Hawks placed “no limits” on cooperation with the 
investigation. 

Rocky and Danny Wirtz cooperated, and Schar said the law firm did not 
uncover any evidence that either knew about the 2010 allegations until 
the lawsuit was filed this past May. 

Timeline: The allegations against a former Chicago Blackhawks video 
coach » 

According to John Doe’s lawsuit, Aldrich threatened and forcibly touched 
the player during a dinner and invitation to go over game video at 
Aldrich’s apartment around May 2010. Then-skills coach Paul Vincent 
said he informed team executives about the alleged incident as well as 
another misconduct complaint from another Hawks player, but the team 
opted not to report Aldrich to Chicago police. 

The lawsuit states the plaintiff began counseling sessions with Gary, the 
mental skills coach, but Gary “convinced plaintiff that the sexual assault 
was his fault, that he was culpable for what happened, made mistakes 
during his encounter with the perpetrator and permitted the sexual 
assault to occur.” Gary’s attorney, Eric Lifvendahl of L&G Law Group, 
disputed that account. 
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The Hawks issued a statement May 12 saying, “based on our 
investigation, we believe the allegations against the organization lack 
merit and we are confident the team will be absolved of any wrongdoing.” 

However, the Hawks announced June 28 that they had hired Jenner & 
Block to investigate the allegations. On Aug. 2, the team pledged to 
share the review’s conclusions publicly and “implement changes to 
address the findings and any shortcomings of our organization.” 

Vincent said he feels vindicated and that Bowman made the right 
decision to step down. 

“I get emotional because two kids, the two Blackhawks kids, were good 
kids, and it really upsets me their careers went nowhere and it’s a 
shame,” he said. “I think it made a difference with both of them, I think it 
impacted them in so many different ways.” 

Danny Wirtz, who called the report “both disturbing and difficult to read,” 
pledged “robust policies, trainings and distinguished personnel” to 
oversee operations and “most importantly, demonstrate the culture and 
values we demand from all who represent the Blackhawks.” 

“We believe these actions underscore and solidify our commitment to do 
the right thing, even if it isn’t easy,” he said. 
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‘Don’t hit the panic button now’: Chicago Blackhawks players say the 
season isn’t slipping away despite an 0-5-1 record — the worst start in 
the NHL 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

Kirby Dach holds on to the 2018-19 St. Louis Blues for inspiration as the 
Chicago Blackhawks try to keep pressing on after an 0-5-1 start. 

The Blues started 7-10-3 that season, losing five of six games during one 
stretch in November. They went on an 11-game winning streak in 
February, finished third in the Central Division to qualify for the playoffs 
and won the franchise’s first Stanley Cup. 

“I don’t think the season’s ever slipping away,” Dach said Monday after 
practice. “You can look at St. Louis in 2019, dead last and ended up 
winning the Cup. It’s a long year, and the quicker we can turn it around 
the better. 

“We have faith, and the solution’s going to come from that dressing room 
and that dressing room only.” 

Is there still faith in Jeremy Colliton? 3 takeaways from the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ 6-3 loss, which dropped them to 0-5-1 and ended the United 
Center sellout streak. » 

Calvin de Haan also thought back to 2018-19, his last season with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

“We were one of the last-place teams at Christmas, ended up squeaking 
into the playoffs and making the conference finals,” he said. 

“This isn’t going to kill us. Let’s revisit in a few months and see where we 
are in the standings. Don’t hit the panic button now.” 

The caveat in both cases: The Blues fired coach Mike Yeo after a 7-9-3 
start and replaced him with Craig Berube, while the Hurricanes started 
the season with new coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Jeremy Colliton has so far survived his struggles as Hawks coach. 

A couple of players vouched for Colliton after Sunday night’s 6-3 loss to 
the Detroit Red Wings, and after a hard practice Monday, players pointed 
to themselves as the cause of the NHL’s worst record. 

“Doesn’t help if you get negative about it and start pointing fingers,” Dach 
said. “I think we’re going to turn this thing around. Today was a good step 
and we have to take it day by day and not focus on the big picture.” 

The Hawks’ minus-15 goal differential is better than only the Arizona 
Coyotes’ minus-17. The Hawks are minus-7 in each of the first two 
periods, indicating teams are either jumping on them early or waiting for 
an eventual Hawks meltdown. 

In the big picture, it’s not about the numbers but the mindset. 

Captain Jonathan Toews said Sunday night the team has to be mentally 
tougher and not get fazed by an early goal or a penalty that goes against 
it. 

Chicago Blackhawks add 2 players and a coach to the COVID-19 
protocol — and Patrick Kane remains unavailable: ‘We’re the team that’s 
dealing with it right now’ » 

“That’s pretty accurate,” de Haan said. “Things aren’t going our way. The 
sun’s going to rise tomorrow and we have to come to the rink with a 
positive attitude. 

“You have to have a short memory in this league. So many games, so 
many things happen in the season, good or bad. ... Just have to worry 
about your next shift and be the best player you can be to help the team 
win.” 

Dach said he doesn’t think the team is overthinking, but “you go on a 
streak like this, you grip your stick tight and things get tense that way,” he 
said. 

Colliton acknowledged “probably there is” tension in his players’ games. 

“It’s part of a situation you’re in. It’s unavoidable,” he said. However, 
“your habits protect you and the details protect you. It allows you to be in 
good positions to have success. 

“So, yep, there’s pressure and no doubt we want it. But if we’re better in 
those little things, it will break through.” 
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Stan Bowman’s exit leaves already-struggling Blackhawks in shambles 

A winless team, a broken sellout streak, a dire lack of experience or 
continuity in the front office and a tainted history leave the Hawks no 
framework with which to rebuild. 

 

By Ben Pope Oct 26, 2021, 8:20pm CDT 

 

The Blackhawks have nothing good, nothing stable, left to cling to. 

The banners, rings and glorious memories from their recent Stanley Cup 
runs? Forever tainted by their decision to prioritize winning the 2010 Cup 
— the one that set the stage for all three — over delivering justice to and 
protecting society from former video coach and now-proven sexual 
abuser Brad Aldrich, as an investigation determined Tuesday. 

The popularity and goodwill they built up in the community? Eaten away 
by years of aimless mediocrity, then destroyed with dramatic effect in the 
last few weeks — to the point that their home date Sunday didn’t sell out 
for the first time in 535 games. 

The front-office leadership with the experience to carry the Hawks 
through this mess? Decimated in the last two years — starting with John 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2021 

 

McDonough’s firing in April 2020, then Norm Maciver’s flight to the 
Kraken, then Jay Blunk’s and Pete Hassen’s departures this summer and 
finally Stan Bowman’s and Al MacIsaac’s resignations. 

The final wrecking ball that smashed through the Hawks on Tuesday 
demolished the last walls standing from the once-golden castle the 
organization represented and inhabited. It’s all gone. And forget any 
delusions about their road back to glory; their road back to simple 
respectability looks long, bumpy and uncertain right now. 

The team Bowman supposedly fixed this summer is a disaster on the ice 
and will be hindered for years to come by his imprudent decisions, even 
though he now is gone. 

Overmatched defenseman Seth Jones’ eight-year, $76 million contract 
doesn’t kick in until next season. Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane have 
only one year left on their contracts after this season and are arguably no 
longer centerpieces to build around, anyway. 

Five of the Hawks’ six first-round draft picks between 2012 and 2018 
have been traded, along with their first-round pick in 2022. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton’s seat should be scorching hot, considering how 
inept the Hawks have been — especially defensively — throughout his 
now three-plus seasons behind the bench (although he has been 
saddled with poor rosters and many challenges during that time). 

Colliton and Bowman were tied at the hip — Bowman’s devotion to him 
as his handpicked replacement for Joel Quenneville long has been seen 
as his strongest safety net — and that security is kaput now, too. 

At this point, however, the Hawks might need to retain Colliton just to 
keep any semblance of continuity. It’s unclear, after all, who even would 
be qualified to fire him. 

CEO Danny Wirtz and business president Jaime Faulkner have been 
with the Hawks less than two years, and their backgrounds are in 
business and marketing, not in hockey. 

Interim GM Kyle Davidson was still in college when Bowman became the 
Hawks’ GM in 2009 and was just promoted to assistant GM last year. So 
were assistant GMs Ryan Stewart (pro evaluation) and Mark Eaton 
(player development), the other highest-ranking people left in the Hawks’ 
hockey-operations department. 

Blackhawks interim GM Kyle Davidson was just promoted to assistant 
GM last year. Chicago Blackhawks 

Davidson’s rise from an intern with the Rockford IceHogs in 2010 to this 
interim role is, on its own, a fascinating story. Originally in video and 
statistical analytics, Davidson ascended quickly once the Hawks 
discovered his adeptness with contract negotiations and salary-cap 
management and knowledge of the intricacies of the collective-
bargaining agreement. 

‘‘It’s been about 10 years now of taking responsibilities as they became 
available and trying to constantly learn from those around me,’’ Davidson 
told the Sun-Times in December 2020. 

But his promotion to interim GM comes as a shock, likely even to him, 
and shows just how much turnover quietly — or, in the case of Tuesday, 
explosively — has occurred in the Hawks’ front office. 

Indeed, after several seasons of gradual decline, the speed and 
abruptness with which the Hawks have fallen into shambles recently is 
difficult to grasp. Since 2018-19, a season that ended only 2œ years ago, 
only six players and basically zero high-ranking executives remain. 

The Hawks who will take the ice Wednesday against the Maple Leafs — 
likely to scattered boos from a less-than-capacity crowd — will have 
virtually zero connection to the Hawks of old (not even that old). The 
timing of Kane and Toews going on the COVID-19 list makes that 
statement particularly true. 

In one sense, that’s a good thing. The results of the investigation 
revealed Tuesday certainly emphasized how much of the Hawks’ 
acclaimed former greatness was a mirage. 

But when it comes to rebuilding this broken franchise, there’s no 
framework left standing. They must start from scratch. 
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Blackhawks add Jonathan Toews, Henrik Borgstrom to growing COVID 
list 

The Hawks now have five players, including Toews and Patrick Kane, 
and three assistant coaches on the list. 

 

By Ben Pope Oct 26, 2021, 5:44pm CDT 

 

The Blackhawks’ COVID-19 outbreak keeps getting worse. 

Jonathan Toews and Henrik Borgstrom were added to the NHL’s COVID 
protocols Tuesday and missed practice. 

Although the news has been overshadowed by general manager Stan 
Bowman’s departure in the wake of findings of a cover-up stemming from 
a sexual-assault allegation against former video coach Brad Aldrich, the 
fully vaccinated Hawks now are missing five players and three assistant 
coaches because of COVID. 

Toews, Borgstrom, Patrick Kane, Jujhar Khaira and Riley Stillman are the 
absent players; Tomas Mitell, Marc Crawford and Jimmy Waite are the 
absent coaches. 

Sheldon Brookbank was the only typical assistant at practice Monday 
and Tuesday, with player-development adviser Chris Kunitz and 
American Hockey League goalie coach Peter Aubry filling in underneath 
coach Jeremy Colliton. 

Placement on the COVID list doesn’t necessarily mean one tested 
positive. But if all five players remain unavailable Wednesday, the Hawks 
will face the Maple Leafs with only 20 players on the roster. 

And if Mike Hardman — who missed the last two games with a 
concussion but returned to practice Monday — can’t play, the Hawks will 
be short-handed and able to dress only 11 forwards. 

Toews’ placement on the COVID list comes only six regular-season 
games into his return. He registered his first NHL points since August 
2020 on Sunday, notching two assists against the Red Wings. He 
previously has said his medical absence last season was due in part to 
long-haul COVID symptoms. 

When they return, Toews and Kane will have to address the findings of 
an investigation that Aldrich assaulted a player during the Hawks’ Stanley 
Cup run in 2010. 
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Blackhawks’ championship legacy blighted by failures of men who 
should’ve done better 

A cover-up, despicable in its own right, will linger in an alleged sexual 
predator’s foul wake. 

 

By Steve Greenberg Oct 26, 2021, 3:54pm CDT 
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It’s right there, engraved on the Stanley Cup: 

Brad Aldrich. 

Two words that, now, only begin to define the signature period in the 
history of the Blackhawks. The name of Aldrich — alleged sexual 
predator — is there with those of 51 others representing the Cup-winning 
Hawks of 2010. Like cards in the same sordid deck, the 52 names share 
more than winning, more than blood, sweat and tears and the glorious 
ending of a 49-year title drought in common. 

Fair or not, they’re all part of the same indelibly tarnished legacy. 

That legacy belongs to the Cup-winning Hawks of 2013 and 2015, too. 
Aldrich, the former video coach alleged to have assaulted a player in 
2010 — and later a high school player in 2013 — was gone from the 
organization years before the second and third title runs. But a cover-up, 
despicable in its own right, lingered in his foul wake. 

An independent investigation, the details of which were revealed 
Tuesday, determined that then-president John McDonough and 
executives including Al MacIsaac, Jay Blunk, general manager Stan 
Bowman and assistant GM Kevin Cheveldayoff — as well as then-star 
coach Joel Quenneville — all were informed and aware of allegations 
against Aldrich by a Hawks prospect and did far less than acceptable in 
response. In some cases, they did nothing at all. 

All their names are on the Cup, too. 

‘‘It is clear that in 2010, the executives of this organization put team 
performance above all else,’’ Hawks CEO Danny Wirtz said during a 
virtual press briefing, after which no questions were taken. 

McDonough, the iron-fisted boss, was found to have taken no action for 
at least three weeks after meeting with the men above to discuss 
strategy. During that time, the Hawks went from winning the Western 
Conference finals — with a private meeting beginning less than an hour 
after the clinching Game 4 — to hoisting the Cup in Philadelphia. On 
June 10, 2010, one day after the season ended, Aldrich is alleged to 
have made an unwanted sexual advance toward a Hawks intern. Not 
until days after that did McDonough meet with the Hawks’ director of 
human resources. 

‘‘As a result,’’ said lead investigator Reid Schar of the firm Jenner & 
Block, ‘‘the Blackhawks’ own sexual-harassment policy, which required 
investigation of all reports of sexual harassment to be conducted 
promptly and thoroughly, was violated.’’ 

Common sense and common decency were violated, too, easy to see in 
the public unraveling of a cover-up. 

Quenneville — an all-time great now coaching the Panthers — is 
characterized in the report as having been, like McDonough, against 
taking any immediate action that might distract the Hawks from their 
mission to win the Cup. Others, including Bowman, then a first-year GM, 
come off no less poorly for their reticence and complicity. 

After resigning Tuesday, Bowman offered in a careful, scanty statement: 
‘‘I relied on the direction of my superior that he would take appropriate 
action. Looking back, now knowing he did not handle the matter properly, 
I regret assuming he would do so.’’ 

The words of a leader? No. Actions speak louder, and Bowman, 
Quenneville and the others all should be ashamed of their spineless roles 
in the tarnishing of a championship legacy. But that’s not enough. The 
Panthers should part ways with Quenneville if he doesn’t have the 
integrity to step away on his own. Cheveldayoff, now the GM of the Jets, 
should be gone with the outgoing mail. And so on. 

Where does this leave the Hawks? Organizationally, they’ll work on 
picking up the pieces. While, incidentally, putting a terrible 2021-22 team 
on the ice with a perhaps in-over-his-head coach who’s being booed 

nightly. And with a sellout streak that is no longer. And with a name and 
logo that is — let’s face it — outdated and offensive to many. 

Meanwhile, many members of the 2010 Cup run — current star players 
included — should consider saying more than they have about what they 
knew and when they knew it, what they felt they could do about it and 
what they felt they couldn’t. Why? Because it’s the right thing to do. 

Even if it’s too late for the Hawks player known as John Doe. And for that 
intern. And for the high school player in Houghton, Michigan, where 
Aldrich was able to work in 2013 because of a despicable cover-up. 

Most damning of all: Before turning him loose in 2010, the Hawks gave 
Aldrich a choice. He could undergo an investigation or could resign. 
Aldrich resigned. And so the Hawks did nothing. That’s what they tried to 
get away with, anyway, until — a decade later — it was no longer 
possible. 

The first question we ask about people in power who let something like 
this fester on their WATCH: What did they know? And the second: How 
could they fail to do the right thing? The second question stays engraved 
in our minds forever. 
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Blackhawks sexual-assault scandal: Stan Bowman parts ways with team 

Major organizational changes are coming to the Hawks as part of the 
fallout from the team’s mishandling of 2010 sexual-assault allegations. 

 

Contributors: Chicago Sun-Times Staff 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks will be searching for new leadership after the 
team parted ways with its top two hockey executives Tuesday as part of 
the fallout from the scandal over the team’s handling of 2010 sexual 
assault allegations against former coach Bradley Aldrich. 

Stan Bowman’s 12-year reign as the Blackhawks’ general manager and 
hockey operations president is over. Technically, he resigned from his 
position. Bowman’s right hand man, Al MacIsaac, was also forced out. 

Their departures headline a major organizational overhaul after an 
independent investigation conducted by the Chicago law firm Jenner & 
Block, which said it interviewed 139 witnesses over the past four months. 

Read our ongoing coverage of the allegations against Aldrich and the 
team’s handling of them below. 
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October 26 

Stan Bowman’s exit leaves already-struggling Blackhawks in shambles 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

A winless team, a broken sellout streak, a dire lack of experience or 
continuity in the front office and a tainted history leave the Hawks no 
framework with which to rebuild. 

October 26 

Blackhawks’ championship legacy blighted by failures of men who 
should’ve done better 
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By Steve Greenberg@SLGreenberg 

A cover-up, despicable in its own right, will linger in an alleged sexual 
predator’s foul wake. 

October 26 

Blackhawks’ Stan Bowman resigns in overhaul over sexual assault 
cover-up 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The two most powerful people in the Hawks’ hockey operations are gone 
after an investigation proved they helped cover up former video coach 
Bradley Aldrich’s 2010 sexual assault. 

October 12 

Blackhawks motion to consolidate both Bradley Aldrich-related lawsuits 
into one 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

Consolidating the negligence lawsuits makes sense because both 
"include similar allegations" regarding Aldrich, the former Hawks video 
coach who allegedly assaulted a player in 2010, Hawks lawyers wrote. 

October 1 

Ex-Blackhawk suffered depression, anxiety, got divorced because of 
alleged Aldrich sexual assault 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

In new court documents filed Thursday, a Georgia psychologist 
described the "emotional distress" the player suffered as a result of the 
alleged assault. 

September 24 

Ex-Blackhawks coach Bradley Aldrich assaulted 2 men at Miami 
University, investigation concludes 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

But the investigation report, released Friday, also states Aldrich provided 
Miami (Ohio) no references during his hiring and does not mention any 
recommendation from the Blackhawks. 

September 17 

Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane says he didn’t know in 2010 about assault 
allegations 

By Stephen Whyno | Associated Press 

"Obviously very serious allegations, and everyone knows that," Kane 
said Friday. "But I will say that I didn’t know anything about it at the time 
and did participate with the investigation." 

September 11 

New Blackhawks motions in Bradley Aldrich lawsuits focus on lack of 
evidence of recommendation letter 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The Hawks said they sent a letter to Susan Loggans, the lawyer 
representing two of Aldrich’s alleged victims, asking she withdraw the 
"demonstrably false" claim that the Hawks recommended Aldrich to a 
Michigan high school. 

September 2 

Departures of Jay Blunk, Pete Hassen headline another Blackhawks 
front-office shakeup 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

Two employees tied to the Bradley Aldrich scandal — James Gary and 
Marie Sutera — are also no longer listed in the Hawks’ front-office 
directory. 

August 2 

Blackhawks will publicly release findings of sexual-assault investigation 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

CEO Danny Wirtz said in a Monday memo the team will "promptly 
implement changes to address the findings and any shortcomings of our 
organization." 

July 24 

If allegations against current, former Blackhawks brass are true, then 
heads must roll 

By Steve Greenberg@SLGreenberg 

Did the Hawks cover up an alleged sexual assault against a player by 
former video coach Bradley Aldrich during the team’s run to the 2010 
Stanley Cup title? 

July 22 

Amended lawsuits against Blackhawks give new details about Bradley 
Aldrich’s alleged sexual assault 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

Aldrich, the former Hawks video coach, allegedly threatened the 
anonymous former Hawks player with a baseball bat before forcing him 
to have nonconsensual sex. 

July 22 

Blackhawks’ Stan Bowman on sexual-assault investigation: ‘We have to 
let the process play itself out’ 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The Blackhawks’ general manager spoke Thursday for the first time 
since two lawsuits were filed against his team, dancing around that 
subject but outlining his plans for the NHL offseason. 

July 12 

Former player could participate in Blackhawks’ review of assault 
allegation 

By Jay Cohen | Associated Press 

An attorney who represents a former Blackhawks player who alleges he 
was sexually assaulted by a then-assistant coach in 2010 is open to the 
possibility of her client participating in the team’s review of the 
accusations. 

July 9 

Blackhawks file motion to dismiss lawsuit from Michigan high schooler 
assaulted by Bradley Aldrich 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The Hawks now have filed motions to dismiss both lawsuits filed against 
them relating to Aldrich, their former video coach. 

July 2 

Plenty of blame to go around in Blackhawks’ scandal, including some for 
silent teammates 

By Rick Morrissey@MorrisseyCST 

Why didn’t Hawks players speak up for the alleged victims of sexual 
assault by a team employee? 

June 28 
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Blackhawks’ Stanley Cup glory appears to have come with steep price 

By Rick Telander 

The Hawks allegedly did nothing about complaints of sexual assault in 
2010. Now it looks as though that failure is coming back to haunt them. 

June 28 

Blackhawks hire law firm to investigate sexual-assault allegations 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The Hawks announced in an internal memo Monday that Jenner & Block 
will conduct an "independent review" of the allegations that former video 
coach Bradley Aldrich sexually assaulted two players in 2010. 

June 25 

2010 Blackhawks players widely knew of Bradley Aldrich’s alleged sexual 
assault: report 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

Two players from the 2010 team told The Athletic on Friday that Aldrich’s 
alleged assault of two other players was well-known. Brent Sopel, 
another member of the team, tweeted the report was "accurate." 

June 17 

Blackhawks management did not report 2010 sexual assault to police: 
report 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

Former Hawks president John McDonough and current general manager 
Stan Bowman were among a group of Blackhawks executives informed 
in 2010 that former video coach Bradley Aldrich had sexually assaulted 
two players, according to a TSN report Thursday. 

May 13 

Blackhawks sued by former player for alleged sexual assault by former 
assistant coach 

By Ben Pope@BenPopeCST 

The lawsuit claims former Blackhawks video coach Bradley Aldrich in 
May 2010 sent inappropriate text messages to, watched porn and 
masturbated in front of and threatened to injure the unidentified player if 
he did not engage in sexual activity. 
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Blackhawks’ Stan Bowman resigns in overhaul over sexual assault 
cover-up 

The two most powerful people in the Hawks’ hockey operations are gone 
after an investigation proved they helped cover up former video coach 
Bradley Aldrich’s 2010 sexual assault. 

 

By Ben Pope Oct 26, 2021, 1:25pm CDT 

 

Stan Bowman’s 12-year reign as the Blackhawks’ general manager and 
hockey operations president is over. 

Bowman and right-hand man Al MacIsaac, formerly the two most 
powerful people in the Hawks’ hockey operations, were forced out 
Tuesday. 

Their departures headline an organizational overhaul enacted after 
releasing the results of an investigation into the handling of allegations 

that former video coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted a Hawks player 
during the 2010 Stanley Cup run. 

Kyle Davidson, formerly the Hawks’ vice president of hockey strategy 
and analytics, will take over as interim general manager. The Hawks will 
begin a search for a permanent replacement, CEO Danny Wirtz said in a 
Zoom meeting alongside Hawks chairman Rocky Wirtz. 

“Rocky and I appreciate Stan’s dedication to the Blackhawks and his 
many years of work for the team,” Danny Wirtz said. “However, we and 
he ultimately accept that — in his first year as general manager — he 
made a mistake, alongside our other senior executives at the time, and 
did not take adequate action.” 

Bowman, in his own statement, hardly accepted culpability for his 
involvement in the Aldrich incident. 

“The team needs to focus on its future, and my continued participation 
would be a distraction,” Bowman said. “I am deeply grateful to the 
Blackhawks for the chance to manage the team; to the players for their 
dedication; and to the fans for their tremendous support over the years. It 
has been an honor.” 

Hours later, he resigned as the GM of the U.S. 2022 Olympic men’s 
hockey team. 

With the Hawks, Bowman served as GM during a dynastic period, 
overseeing all three Cup titles after taking over in 2009. But his legacy 
will be forever tainted by the event that secretly corrupted his first major 
triumph and the long-awaited public fallout that ended his tenure this 
week at its lowest of lows. 

The NHL announced Tuesday it has also fined the Hawks $2 million for 
their handling of the incident, with half of that fine dedicated to Chicago 
organizations that provide resources for abuse victims. 

Wirtz said he told team lawyers to seek settlements in two negligence 
lawsuits related to Aldrich that were filed against the team earlier this 
year and that first brought the Aldrich allegations into the public eye. 

Susan Loggans, the lawyer representing the former Hawks player — 
identified as “John Doe” — and pursuing both lawsuits, told the Sun-
Times she is also open to settlement discussions but skeptical of the 
Hawks’ intentions. She called on the team to first withdraw their pending 
motions to dismiss both cases. 

In one lawsuit, Doe — a prospect called up to accompany the team 
during the 2010 playoffs — alleged Aldrich threatened him with a 
baseball bat during a supposed video-review meeting to force him to 
perform oral sex. The investigation confirmed those allegations in great 
and disturbing details. 

“Although nothing can truly change the detriment to my life over the past 
decade — because of the actions of one man inside the Blackhawks 
organization — I am very grateful to have the truth be recognized, and I 
look forward to continuing the long journey to recovery,” Doe said 
Tuesday in his first public statement since the lawsuit’s filing. 

“I know I am not the only victim in this world of sexual abuse, and I hope 
my story can inspire change within the NHL and around the world.” 

A team from the Chicago law firm Jenner & Block, led by former U.S. 
attorney Reid Schar, interviewed 139 witnesses during the four-month 
investigation. 

The investigation determined Bowman, MacIsaac and five other 
members of the Hawks’ organizational leadership at the time — president 
John McDonough, executive vice president Jay Blunk, assistant general 
manager Kevin Cheveldayoff, coach Joel Quenneville and skills coach 
James Gary — all discussed the Aldrich situation in a May 23, 2010, 
meeting immediately following the Hawks’ Western Conference Finals 
victory. 

But no action was taken for three weeks “so as not to disturb team 
chemistry,” the investigation found. Bowman told investigators that 
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Quenneville said it was “hard for the team to get to where they were, and 
they could not deal with this issue now,” and that McDonough echoed his 
sentiment. 

Numerous participants told investigators they left the meeting thinking 
McDonough would handle the situation, but Bowman clarified in his 
Tuesday statement he now “regret[s] assuming he would do so.” 

Aldrich continued his normal coaching duties through the Hawks’ June 9 
Stanley Cup championship, lingering around Doe and — following a 
victory party on June 10 — sexually touching a 22-year-old front office 
employee in a taxi, the investigation found. 

Aldrich also sent a picture of his penis to another Hawks prospect called 
up during the playoffs and repeatedly harassed but did not physically 
assault that player, the investigation found. 

McDonough finally informed the Hawks’ human resources department 
about Aldrich’s behavior on June 14, the investigation found, leading to 
Aldrich’s resignation on June 16. His resignation included a separation 
agreement but came with a promise the situation wouldn’t be 
investigated. 

McDonough was fired as Hawks president in 2020 for unrelated reasons 
and Blunk conveniently left the Hawks this summer, but Cheveldayoff is 
now the Winnipeg Jets’ GM and Quenneville the Florida Panthers’ coach. 
NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement he will meet with 
Cheveldayoff and Quenneville to discuss their futures in those roles. 

The investigation also found active NHL Players’ Association president 
Donald Fehr was contacted several times about Aldrich’s behavior 
toward member players but never took action. 

After Aldrich left the Blackhawks, lawsuits allege the team provided 
references that allowed Aldrich to get jobs at Miami (Ohio) University and 
Houghton (Michigan) High School. In legal filings, the Blackhawks have 
denied providing those positive references. 

A Miami investigation found that Aldrich sexually assaulted a summer 
hockey camp intern and an undergraduate at the school in 2012. Then in 
2013, after leaving Miami, Aldrich allegedly assaulted a 16-year-old at 
Houghton. Aldrich pleaded guilty to fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct 
with the minor, now the plaintiff in the other ongoing lawsuit against the 
Hawks. 

The Wirtzes denied knowledge of Aldrich’s assaults until the lawsuits 
were filed this year, and the investigation found no evidence to the 
contrary. McDonough has not responded to numerous interview requests 
by the Sun-Times. 

The Hawks sent a letter to fans and other community members Tuesday, 
extending “profound apologies” to Doe and other affected individuals and 
stating they “must — and will — do better.” 

“Since 2010, we have implemented numerous positive changes 
throughout our organization, especially over the past year — including 
more clearly defining organizational structure, alongside the hiring of new 
personnel who demonstrate our values and bring the right subject matter 
expertise in the areas of compliance, human resources and mental 
health and wellbeing,” the letter stated. 
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NHL fines Hawks $2 million, Bettman releases statement 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

HAWKS INSIDER 

The NHL has fined the Blackhawks $2 million for "the organization’s 
inadequate internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response in 
the handling of matters related to former video coach Brad Aldrich’s 
employment with the Club and ultimate departure in 2010," the league 
announced Tuesday. 

The results of the independent review by Jenner & Block were released 
in a virtual press briefing that included Blackhawks chairman Rocky 
Wirtz, CEO Danny Wirtz and lead investigator Reid Schar. The findings 
were made available to the public shortly after. 

The Blackhawks and league have agreed to dedicate $1 million of the 
fine money to fund local organizations in and around the Chicago 
community "that provide counseling and training for, and support and 
assistance to, survivors of sexual and other forms of abuse." 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman released a statement immediately after 
the results were revealed: 

"We acknowledge that the Blackhawks have taken responsibility and 
ownership for what transpired, and have already implemented new 
preventative measures, as well as committed to additional changes that 
may be deemed appropriate as part of its responsive plan of action to the 
investigation and Report," Bettman said. "Such steps have included, but 
were not limited to: (i) retaining independent counsel to conduct a 
thorough investigation into the facts surrounding the 2010 allegations and 
the sufficiency of the Club’s response thereto; (ii) reviewing the Club’s 
internal policies, procedures and practices, including its internal operating 
structure and management personnel, to ensure a best-in-class 
approach going forward; and (iii) implementing various changes and 
upgrades to its internal procedures and personnel, including by adding 
enhanced subject matter expertise, creating more stringent reporting 
obligations, developing new and modernized employee handbooks, and 
implementing more comprehensive training and education programs. 

"Having said that, today’s fine represents a direct and necessary 
response to the failure of the Club to follow-up and address the 2010 
incident in a timely and appropriate manner. And, this response should 
send a clear message to all NHL Clubs and all NHL personnel that 
inappropriate acts must be addressed in a timely fashion. In that regard, 
we also reiterate that the League has implemented a confidential and 
anonymous Hot Line, which is available at any time to all NHL 
personnel." 

According to the report, the investigation found that president of hockey 
operations and general manager Stan Bowman and senior vice president 
of hockey operations Al MacIsaac met with then-President and CEO 
John McDonough, executive VP Jay Blunk, assistant GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff, head coach Joel Quenneville and mental skills coach 
James Gary in May 2010 to discuss the allegations but no action was 
taken until after Chicago had won the Stanley Cup. 

Bettman said that if Blunk, Bowman, McDonough and MacIsaac wish to 
re-enter the league, it will require a meeting with the commissioner in 
advance of accepting any NHL-related job. He also plans to arrange 
"personal meetings in the near future" with Cheveldayoff and 
Quenneville, both of whom are employed by different organizations, to 
"discuss their roles in the relevant events as detailed in the Report" and 
will "reserve judgment on next steps, if any, with respect to them. 
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Hawks make front office changes, Bowman steps down 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 
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Chicago Blackhawks president of hockey operations and general 
manager Stan Bowman has "stepped aside" from the organization and 
senior vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac has been 
relieved of his duties following an investigation into the sexual assault 
allegations of the events that took place in 2010. 

The news was announced on Tuesday in a virtual press briefing that 
included Blackhawks chairman Rocky Wirtz, CEO Danny Wirtz and 
Jenner & Block lead investigator Reid Schar. 

"We talk a lot about hockey culture. I believe one of the beautiful parts of 
our game is the focus on team success over individual achievements and 
accolades," Danny Wirtz said. "But that cannot come at the expense of 
individual safety and well-being. 

"It is clear that in 2010, the executives of this organization put team 
performance above all else. John Doe deserved better from the 
Blackhawks. And while we believe we have a strong legal defense, I 
have instructed our lawyers to see if we can reach a fair resolution 
consistent with the totality of the circumstances.  

"The Blackhawks are a very different organization than we were in 2010. 
And I’m not talking about wins and losses. I am confident that this would 
not be tolerated in our organization today. We deeply regret the harm 
caused to John Doe and the other individuals who were affected at our 
failures to promptly address these allegations as we became aware of 
them. 

"As an organization, we extend our profound apologies to these 
individuals who suffered from the misconduct of our former employee. 
We must and will do better." 

Bowman released a statement through the team shortly after the 
announcement: 

"Since joining the Blackhawks in 2000, I have been extremely grateful for 
the opportunities presented to me and proud of our accomplishments. 
This organization, beginning with the Wirtz family, has been 
extraordinarily good to my family and to me. That is why today, after 
discussions with Rocky and Danny, I have decided to step aside.   The 
team needs to focus on its future, and my continued participation would 
be a distraction. I think too much of this organization to let that happen. 

Eleven years ago, while serving in my first year as general manager, I 
was made aware of potential inappropriate behavior by a then-video 
coach involving a player. I promptly reported the matter to the then-
President and CEO who committed to handling the matter. I learned this 
year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious allegation of 
sexual assault. I relied on the direction of my superior that he would take 
appropriate action. Looking back, now knowing he did not handle the 
matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so. 

I am confident that this organization and the Wirtz family will continue to 
do what it takes to win championships, with integrity and with the goal of 
doing what is right. 

I am deeply grateful to the Blackhawks for the chance to manage the 
team; to the players for their dedication; and to the fans for their 
tremendous support over the years.  It has been an honor to have been 
part of this incredible organization, and to serve the best fans in hockey, 
in the greatest city in the world. I will always cherish my time with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. On behalf of myself and my family, thank you." 

Kyle Davidson, who's currently the assistant general manager of hockey 
administration, will serve as the Blackhawks' general manager on an 
interim basis. 
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Stan Bowman addresses Blackhawks sexual assault scandal 

 

BY NBC SPORTS CHICAGO STAFF 

 

On Tuesday, the findings of an independent investigation into sexual 
assault allegations from the Chicago Blackhawks' 2010 Stanley Cup run 
were released. 

After the findings were released, CEO Danny Wirtz announced president 
of hockey operations and general manager Stan Bowman "stepped 
aside" from the organization and senior vice president of hockey 
operations Al MacIsaac was relieved of his duties. 

One of the key details from the investigation was a meeting between 
senior management within the Blackhawks organization regarding the 
report of sexual assault by Bradley Aldrich and the group not acting for 
three weeks, after the team won and celebrated the Stanley Cup. 

Bowman released a statement, via the team, and you can read the 
statement in its entirety below: 

“Since joining the Blackhawks in 2000, I have been extremely grateful for 
the opportunities presented to me and proud of our accomplishments. 
This organization, beginning with the Wirtz family, has been 
extraordinarily good to my family and to me. That is why today, after 
discussions with Rocky and Danny, I have decided to step aside.   The 
team needs to focus on its future, and my continued participation would 
be a distraction. I think too much of this organization to let that happen.  

"Eleven years ago, while serving in my first year as general manager, I 
was made aware of potential inappropriate behavior by a then-video 
coach involving a player. I promptly reported the matter to the then-
President and CEO who committed to handling the matter. I learned this 
year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious allegation of 
sexual assault. I relied on the direction of my superior that he would take 
appropriate action. Looking back, now knowing he did not handle the 
matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so.  

"I am confident that this organization and the Wirtz family will continue to 
do what it takes to win championships, with integrity and with the goal of 
doing what is right.  

"I am deeply grateful to the Blackhawks for the chance to manage the 
team; to the players for their dedication; and to the fans for their 
tremendous support over the years.  It has been an honor to have been 
part of this incredible organization, and to serve the best fans in hockey, 
in the greatest city in the world. I will always cherish my time with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. On behalf of myself and my family, thank you.” 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement the other members 
of that meeting, including Jay Blunk and John McDonough, would need 
to meet with the commissioner before accepting a job in the NHL. 

Bettman also said he'd arrange meetings with Florida Panthers head 
coach Joel Quenneville and Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff to discuss their roles in the meeting. The investigation said 
both were present. 

Quenneville has previously denied knowing about the allegations until the 
lawsuits surfaced. 
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Blackhawks pen letter addressing sexual assault scandal 

 

BY NBC SPORTS CHICAGO STAFF 
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The findings of an investigation into sexual assault by a Chicago 
Blackhawks coach were released on Tuesday. 

During the investigation the firm interviewed 139 witnesses, including the 
victim and Bradley Aldrich. The investigation found that president of 
hockey operations and general manager Stan Bowman and senior vice 
president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac met with John McDonough, 
Jay Blunk, Kevin Cheveldayoff, Joel Quenneville and James Gary met in 
May 2010 to discuss the allegations. 

No action was taken for three weeks, till after the Blackhawks won and 
celebrated the 2010 Stanley Cup. 

As a result of the investigation, Bowman has "stepped aside" from the 
organization and MacIsaac has been relieved of his duties. 

The firm has released a full report and the team addressed a letter to 
their fans. 

You can ready the letter in its entirety below: 

"A Letter to our Fans, Partners and Community – 

"The Blackhawks are more than just a hockey team. We are a community 
that is built upon the trust and support of our fans, players, employees, 
and partners. 

"That trust was shaken when disturbing allegations recently came to light 
about our handling of sexual misconduct that occurred eleven years ago. 
When we learned of these detailed allegations as part of recent public 
reports, our ownership initiated an independent investigation led by the 
law firm Jenner & Block to determine what occurred and how our 
organization responded. 

"Jenner & Block has delivered their findings to the organization and the 
report can be read in full here: 
https://jenner.com/Chicago_Blackhawks_Investigation_Report. [Content 
warning: The report contains graphic descriptions that some may find 
upsetting or offensive.] The report details very troubling events that 
occurred in 2010 and outlines the Blackhawks’ knowledge and treatment 
of those events at that time. 

"It is clear the organization and its executives at that time did not live up 
to our own standards or values in handling these disturbing incidents. We 
deeply regret the harm caused to John Doe and the other individuals who 
were affected and the failure to promptly respond. As an organization, we 
extend our profound apologies to the individuals who suffered from these 
experiences. We must – and will – do better. 

"What we do off the ice is equally as important as anything we do on it. 
Our ownership and leadership teams are committed to ensuring that the 
Blackhawks adhere to the highest ethical, professional, and athletic 
standards. We will not tolerate behavior that is antithetical to our values 
from any member of the organization, nor will we accept the type of 
inaction that allows such issues to continue unchecked. 

"Since 2010, we have implemented numerous positive changes 
throughout our organization, especially over the past year – including 
more clearly defining organizational structure, alongside the hiring of new 
personnel who demonstrate our values and bring the right subject matter 
expertise in the areas of compliance, human resources and mental 
health & wellbeing. 

"We have policies, procedures and practices in place to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of our employees, including policies that require leaders to 
report any suspected or actual harassment reported to them or which 
they observe, as well as processes to appropriately handle and 
investigate any reports of misconduct of any type by employees or third 
parties. 

"We have reviewed and modernized our employee handbook to ensure 
best practices, including our Anti-Harassment, Discrimination and 
Retaliation Policies. 

"The entire Blackhawks organization participates in mandatory annual 
anti-harassment and anti-discrimination trainings and, as part of that, we 
clearly communicated several mechanisms for reporting of concerns 
including internal and third-party options such as the NHL’s anonymous 
hotline operated by Deloitte. 

"We believe these actions underscore and solidify our commitment to 
ensuring that the failures of the past will not be repeated. We intend to 
win championships without ever compromising our integrity. 

"To our fans, employees, players, partners, sponsors, and the entire 
Blackhawks community – Thank you for standing by us. As we move 
forward, we are committed to continuing to earn your trust and support 
both on and off the ice." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Toews, Borgstrom enter COVID-19 protocol 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Blackhawks forward Henrik Borgstrom and captain Jonathan Toews have 
been placed in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol and did not practice on 
Tuesday, the team announced. 

COVID-19 protocol-related absences can be the result of a number of 
factors, including an initial positive test that remains unconfirmed, 
symptomatic individuals, high-risk close contact, or a confirmed positive 
test, among others. 

Borgstrom and Toews join Patrick Kane, Jujhar Khaira and Riley Stillman 
as the five players in the protocol, along with assistant coaches Marc 
Crawford, Tomas Mitell and Jimmy Waite. 

Borgstrom and Toews have each played in all six games so far this 
season. Toews is coming off a two-point outing in Sunday's 6-3 loss to 
the Detroit Red Wings. 

The Blackhawks host the Toronto Maple Leafs on Wednesday and are 
searching for their first win of the season. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Colliton puts Blackhawks through rigorous practice 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks took a frustrating step backward on Sunday after the 
Detroit Red Wings handed them their sixth straight loss to open the 
season. Chicago's former division rival did so in convincing fashion less 
than 24 hours after being routed by a winless Montreal team. 

Because of the poor performance, the Blackhawks went back to the 
drawing board on Monday at Fifth Third Arena. But this wasn't an X's and 
O's type of practice. It was as close to a bag skate as it gets this early in 
the season. 

A majority of practice included competition drills — 1-on-1 and 2-on-2 
battles — and conditioning sprints, which had players huffing and puffing 
by the end of it.  
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After the 40-minute practice concluded, head coach Jeremy Colliton 
huddled up the group near center ice and said: "Everyone off the ice and 
come ready tomorrow." There was no lingering around or post-practice 
work, like normal. There was no Two Puck, which is a post-practice 
staple. Players got in a quick stretch, then went straight into the locker 
room. 

"We'll see if we get the desired response on Wednesday," Colliton 
responded when asked whether he got the response he was looking for. 
"We covered a lot of ground, I would say, in the last week or whatever it’s 
been since we got back from the road trip, talked about a lot of things. I 
think we've had some response, but it's got to be consistent. It's got to be 
there every shift. And if we do that, then we'll give ourselves a chance." 

The message was loud and clear for the Blackhawks, who have been 
outscored 27-12 through six games so far. 

"I think it's just get back to work, focus on the details and support each 
other off the ice and on the ice," Kirby Dach said. "We’re going through a 
tough time as a group right now. It doesn’t help if you get negative about 
it and start pointing fingers. I think we’re going to turn this thing around 
here and get going. Today was a good step and we've just got keep 
looking at it day by day and not focus on the big picture." 

The Blackhawks are a mentally fragile hockey team right now, and it's 
hard not to be when everything that can go wrong, has gone wrong. 

Jonathan Toews admitted after Sunday's 6-3 loss that when bounces 
don't go their way, they're "letting it affect us a little bit too much." 

"Sometimes that happens and little things, whether it’s calls or offensive 
breaks or even goals against, you get that sinking feeling in your 
stomach and your confidence gets chipped away a little bit," Toews said. 
"We just have to be mentally tougher and not get fazed. We have to 
make a decision as a group to be collectively stronger." 

"I think that’s pretty accurate right now," Calvin de Haan agreed. 
"Obviously things aren’t going our way, but the sun’s going to rise 
tomorrow and we've got to try to come to the rink with a positive attitude. 
You have to have a short memory in this league. There's so many games 
and so many things happen throughout the season, whether good or 
bad. You've just got to put that stuff behind you, whether it's a good 
game or bad game and move on to the next one. " 

It's still early in the season, but you have to imagine the patience is 
running thin to get back on track. 

Over the last week, a couple of Blackhawks referenced the St. Louis 
Blues in 2019 as a team that was seemingly dead in the water around 
Christmas time and turned things around to win the Stanley Cup. It's not 
exactly the kind of script any team wants to follow, but there is the 
mentality that the season is still salvageable.  

It just has to start, like ... now. 

"I don't think the season’s ever slipping away," Dach said. "You can look 
at St. Louis in 2019, they were dead last in December and ended up 
winning the Cup. It’s a long year. Obviously the quicker we can turn it 
around the better it is for us. We got faith in the group and we know that 
the solution is going to come from that dressing room and that dressing 
room only, so that's the opportunity we were presented with and we're 
just going to focus on practice again tomorrow and the game again on 
Wednesday." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Toews, Hawks back Colliton after spiral continues 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks are off to their worst start since the 1999-2000 season 
when they went 0-4-4-0 in their first eight games. And it went from bad to 
worse on Sunday. 

Less than 24 hours after the Detroit Red Wings were routed 6-1 by the 
winless Montreal Canadiens, the Blackhawks were run out of their own 
building for their sixth consecutive loss and booed off the ice on a night 
the home sellout streak ended at 535 games. The Arizona Coyotes are 
the only other team without a win this season, and the frustration is 
growing by the second. 

"It’s a horrible feeling," Jonathan Toews said following a 6-3 loss. "I don’t 
think there are many guys who have been through anything like this 
before, especially to start a season." 

The Blackhawks were able to take away some positives in their previous 
two games, whether it was a strong defensive effort or a special teams 
unit that continues to have success. They couldn't do that after Sunday's 
performance. 

It was a deflating loss, and head coach Jeremy Colliton looked as 
dejected and disappointed as ever. 

"It’s a step back from the last two games," Colliton said. "Too much of 
tonight is a slip back into things that got us in trouble on the road trip and 
we paid the price. There’s no secrets as far as what we have to do. I 
think everyone knows. We have to find a way." 

The Blackhawks are desperately searching for answers, and that 
dialogue appeared to continue immediately after the game. Toews was 
the first player to speak to the media, but it took an unusually long 25 
minutes from the time the final horn sounded to when he stepped to the 
mic, which indicated some sort of meeting happened behind closed 
doors. 

"Specifics of what’s said in the locker room always stays in the locker 
room," Toews said. "But you could imagine we’re just trying to dig 
ourselves out of the hole that we’ve gotten ourselves in for six games 
here. It’s not a good feeling. 

"At the end of the day, the solution’s in our locker room. It’s everybody. 
So I think everyone’s trying to take responsibility on how they can be 
better and help our team and get the win column." 

Of course, when a team stumbles this badly out of the gates, the heat 
typically rises on the bench boss, even though the temperature should be 
rising for everyone at this point, including President/GM Stan Bowman. 
The expectations were not Stanley Cup or bust going into the season, 
but the Blackhawks were absolutely expecting to be a playoff team and 
they look far from one right now. 

Patrick Kane was the first to express his faith in Colliton during the road 
trip, and Chicago's head coach received more votes of confidence from 
his leadership group on Sunday when they were asked directly about it. 

"100 percent the team has faith in Jeremy," Seth Jones said. "I’ve been 
here a short time, but his message has been great for us. What it really 
comes down to, there’s only so much a coach can do. He's not going to 
lace them up for you. 

"At the end of the day, this isn’t a coaching problem. This is a locker-
room thing. This is the players on the ice playing the game. We all have 
to find a way to get on the same page and have a common goal on how 
we want to play and what our identity is." 

The Blackhawks' captain echoed those sentiments. 

"Of course," Toews responded. "There’s details to our game that, when 
we’ve done them and stuck to them, we have four lines rolling that do 
things right, it’s a fun way to play and everyone feeds off it. But we just 
haven’t done it enough. 

"As a group, we want to decide to do that, commit ourselves to each 
other. It’s not like we decided to wait six games to do it, but there’ve been 
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times where we have, it just hasn’t been enough and hasn’t been good 
enough. 

"We have to find a way to commit to each other and I think that’s what we 
want to do. We want to start winning games, we want to have some fun 
playing hockey because we know we’re performing much less than we 
can. So, it’s underwhelming." 

Colliton has been asked multiple times whether he feels pressure and his 
response hasn't wavered. Even after Sunday, he still feels he has the 
support of the management group. 

But Colliton has never been one to worry about his job status. What 
keeps him awake at night is how he can make the Blackhawks better and 
dig this team out of a hole. 

"There’s no secrets for how we have to play," Colliton said. "We know 
what we have to do. It’s up to me to find a way to get that to translate." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Toews, Borgstrom now in COVID protocol 

 

John Dietz 

 

Blackhawks forwards Jonathan Toews and Henrik Borgstrom were 
placed in COVID protocol Tuesday and did not practice. They join 
teammates Patrick Kane, Jujhar Khaira and Riley Stillman as well as 
coaches Marc Crawford, Tomas Mitell and Jimmy Waite in the protocol. 

The Hawks (0-5-1) host Toronto Wednesday, then go on a road trip to 
Carolina and St. Louis this weekend. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton did not address the media Tuesday. 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Bowman, MacIsaac step down from Chicago Blackhawks amid sexual 
assault investigation 

 

John Dietz 

 

Blackhawks general manager and president of hockey operations Stan 
Bowman and senior vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac 
stepped aside Tuesday after an independent investigation involving 
former video coach Bradley Aldrich. 

Hawks owner and chairman Rocky Wirtz and CEO Danny Wirtz held a 
virtual press briefing to announce the findings, which were compiled by 
Jenner & Block LLP. The investigation came about after a former player 
said his claims of sexual assault by Aldrich were ignored. 

"The report is both disturbing and difficult to read," Danny Wirtz said. "It 
speaks for itself. Rocky and our leadership team reviewed the report and 
we have had important and difficult conversations about how our 
organization will move forward." 

Bowman was named GM in July 2009 and promoted to president of 
hockey operations in December 2020. MacIsaac was in his 21st year 
with the Hawks and sixth in his current role. 

Danny Wirtz said that Kyle Davidson, the current vice president of 
hockey strategy and analytics, will take over as interim general manager 
as the team looks for a permanent replacement to Bowman. 

Danny said he appreciates Bowman's dedication to the team and is 
confident that if this matter happened today that Bowman would have a 
much different reaction. 

"Stan exhibited extreme professionalism and integrity in cooperating in 
the investigation, more so than his peers and we cannot overstate the 
important role Stan played in revisiting that meeting in the report," Danny 
said. "I believe that if this had happened in 2021, with Stan at the helm, 
the Stan that I know and we know would have acted differently and would 
have been a louder voice in that room." 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said Bowman, MacIsaac and former 
executive vice president Jay Blunk would have to be cleared to return to 
a job in the league. He also said he'll be meeting with Panthers coach 
Joel Quenneville and Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff. 

The league also fined the Hawks $2 million. 

"Today's fine represents a direct and necessary response to the failure of 
the club to follow up and address the 2010 incident in a timely and 
appropriate manner," Bettman said in a statement. 

Bowman -- who also stepped down Tuesday as GM of the 2022 U.S. 
Olympic men's hockey team -- released a statement saying he was made 
aware of the allegations and "promptly reported the matter" to then-CEO 
John McDonough "who committed to handling the matter. 

"I learned this year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious 
allegation of sexual assault," Bowman said. "I relied on the direction of 
my superior that he would take appropriate action. Looking back, now 
knowing he did not handle the matter promptly, I regret assuming he 
would do so." 

John Doe, responding to a request for comment from reporter Rick 
Westhead, said: "Today I am grateful for the accountability from Rocky, 
Danny Wirtz and the Blackhawks organization. I also want to thank 
Jenner & Block and specifically Reid Schar for the respect he and they 
showed me throughout their investigation. 

"Although nothing can truly change the detriment to my life over the past 
decade because of the actions of one man inside the Blackhawks 
organization, I am very grateful to have the truth be recognized, and I 
look forward to continuing the long journey to recovery." 

• • • 

Schar, a Partner at Jenner & Block who was hired in late June to 
independently investigate the allegations, spoke about the findings for 
approximately 10 minutes. 

"Our investigation was independent and it was thorough," Schar said. 
"The Blackhawks directed us to follow the facts wherever they led and 
that is exactly what we did. ... We, and we alone, designed and executed 
the investigation with no limits from the Blackhawks." 

Over the four months, Jenner & Block interviewed 139 witnesses, 
including 14 of the Hawks on the 2009-10 roster and five of the nine 
Black Aces from the Rockford IceHogs. The player who said he was 
assaulted was called up during the 2010 playoffs from Rockford to serve 
as one of those Black Aces. 

The firm interviewed John Doe and Aldrich, with their attorneys present. 
They also interviewed Danny and Rocky Wirtz, Quenneville, Bowman 
and MacIsaac. Forty-nine boxes of hard-copy records were obtained 
from the Hawks. 

The report was delivered to management Monday. Here is what it 
uncovered: 

On May 8 or 9, 2010 John Doe had a sexual encounter with Aldrich. The 
two have "widely divergent recollections of the encounter, but both men 
agreed the encounter occurred," Schar said. 
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John Doe stated to Jenner & Block that "unequivocally" the encounter 
was nonconsensual. The report goes into further details of the assault. 

Aldrich stated the encounter was "entirely consensual." 

John Doe then shared "very limited information" about the encounter to 
the Hawks' skating coach. Then, on May 23, 2010, MacIsaac was told by 
a Hawks employee there may have been a sexual encounter involving 
Aldrich and John Doe. MacIsaac was also told about a sexually explicit 
text message Aldrich sent to another Black Ace. 

MacIsaac then asked mental skills coach Jim Gary to speak to John Doe 
about the matter. Gary told Jenner & Block he believed Aldrich was 
pressuring John Doe to "have sex with him" and that if he did not comply 
Aldrich could "harm John Doe's career." 

Later that day -- after the Hawks defeated San Jose in Game 4 of the 
Western Conference Finals to secure a spot in the Stanley Cup Final -- 
McDonough, MacIsaac, Bowman, Gary, Blunk, Cheveldayoff and 
Quenneville met to discuss the situation. 

"Accounts of that meeting vary significantly," Schar said, "and the 
participants had limited recollection of the details of the meeting." 

At a minimum, however: 

• The senior leaders were told about the claim of sexual harassment of a 
player by a coach, including "efforts by the coach to engage in 
unwelcome sexual activity." 

• One witness said McDonough and Quenneville "made comments about 
the challenge of getting to the Stanley Cup Finals and a desire to focus 
on the team and the playoffs." 

• Another witness recalled the decision on how to proceed was left to 
McDonough. Another witness recalled McDonough saying "he would 
speak to John Doe." 

• McDonough did nothing to address the allegations until June 14, after 
the playoffs ended. He then reported the information to the head of 
human resources. The other senior leaders did nothing. 

"As a result," Schar said, "the Blackhawks own sexual harassment policy 
-- which required investigation of all reports of sexual harassment to be 
conducted promptly and thoroughly -- was violated." 

Because of the non-action Aldrich continued to work with and travel with 
the Hawks. On June 10, during a celebration of the Stanley Cup 
championship, Aldrich "made an unwanted sexual advance" toward a 22-
year-old Hawks intern. Aldrich was also permitted to participate in 
championship events and even hosted the Stanley Cup for a day in his 
hometown. He also received a Stanley Cup ring after departing the team. 

After McDonough reported the incident, Aldrich was given the option to 
undergo an investigation or to resign. He resigned and no investigation 
was done. 

• • • 

Aldrich, after working for the USA Hockey Women's National Team and 
at Notre Dame, was hired in July 2012 by Miami University to be the 
Director of Hockey Operations. He resigned after two people came 
forward and alleged assault and "unwanted touching." Aldrich was not 
charged in either incident. 

In March 2013, Aldrich began working as a volunteer hockey coach for a 
high school team in Michigan. A player from that team told police Aldrich 
sexually assaulted him. Aldrich admitted to police he committed sexual 
acts against the player. 

In October, Aldrich, was charged with a felony for the assault against the 
16-year-old hockey player. He pleaded guilty and was put on the 
Michigan sex offender registry. 

In February 2014, Aldrich was sentenced to 270 days in Houghton 
County jail. 

• • • 

Danny Wirtz said there have been "positive changes" made within the 
organization. Those include "robust policies and trainings" so everyone 
involved with the team can "demonstrate the culture and values that we 
demand from all who represent the Blackhawks." 

"We talk a lot about hockey culture," Wirtz said. "I believe one of the 
beautiful parts of our game is the focus on team success over individual 
achievements and accolades. But that cannot come at the expense of 
individual safety and well-being. 

"It is clear that in 2010, the executives of this organization put team 
performance above all else. John Doe deserved better from the 
Blackhawks. And while we believe we have a strong legal defense, I 
have instructed our lawyers to see if we can reach a fair resolution 
consistent with the totality of the circumstances." 

"The Blackhawks are a very different organization than we were in 2010. 
And I'm not talking about wins and losses. I am confident that this would 
not be tolerated in our organization today. We deeply regret the harm 
caused to John Doe and the other individuals who were affected at our 
failures to promptly address these allegations as we became aware of 
them. 

"As an organization, we extend our profound apologies to these 
individuals who suffered from the misconduct of our former employee. 

"We must and will do better." 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 10.27.2021 
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Greenberg: Blackhawks were guilty of indifference, cowardice during 
Stanley Cup run 

 

By Jon Greenberg Oct 27, 2021 

 

On May 23, 2010, after the Blackhawks had dispatched the San Jose 
Sharks in the Western Conference finals, Rocky Wirtz, the team’s owner, 
celebrated with his friends in a private room at the United Center. He 
posed for pictures with the Campbell Trophy and bragged about his 
mighty hockey team, which would go on to win the Stanley Cup 17 days 
later. 

Wirtz had taken over the team from his late father, Bill Wirtz, who had run 
the organization into irrelevance, and within a few years, the Blackhawks 
were the model organization in hockey. Or so they told themselves and 
everybody else. 

Around the same time, Wirtz’s trusted executive team, including his 
coach, Joel Quenneville, was meeting in team president John 
McDonough’s office, discussing video coach Brad Aldrich and his 
predatory behavior with a Blackhawks player known now as John Doe. 

Eleven years later, the details of that meeting were at the center of a 
chilling report put together by the law firm of Jenner & Block, which was 
hired to do an independent investigation after two hockey players, John 
Doe 1 (a former Blackhawks prospect) and John Doe 2 (a former youth 
hockey player in Michigan), sued the Blackhawks in two separate 
lawsuits in May. 

The comprehensive report confirmed and clarified almost everything 
about a harrowing story of sexual assault, hockey culture and what 
happens when an organization is more concerned with image than 
humanity. The investigation lasted four months and included 139 witness 
interviews and “100 gigabytes of electronic records from over 145 
individuals and 49 boxes of hard copy records.” 
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It will infuriate you. The granular details about Aldrich’s behavior during 
that time will sicken you. 

The fallout from its release included the resignations of president of 
hockey operations Stan Bowman and vice president of hockey 
operations Al MacIsaac, the last attendees of that meeting who were still 
working for the team. 

Rocky Wirtz appeared with his son, Danny, now the team’s CEO, in a 
video conference Tuesday and stated he had no knowledge of the 
incident until the allegations came out this spring. The investigators found 
no evidence that the elder Wirtz knew anything. 

While I find that hard to believe — Rocky and his trusted PR advisor, Guy 
Chipparoni, typically knew what was going on in the organization, a 
former employee told me Tuesday — the only person who would’ve 
broached this topic with Wirtz is probably McDonough. 

If you want a villain in this story, it’s Aldrich, the sexual predator who 
used his position to intimidate hockey players in Chicago and later on in 
his hockey career. 

But if you want to blame someone for allowing the villain to continue 
working for the team for three weeks after the meeting in which his 
actions were revealed, you can blame McDonough. 

The inaction is his fault. 

Off the rink, no one personified the Blackhawks’ identity more than 
McDonough, the heavy-handed executive who was surprisingly fired in 
the spring of 2020. McDonough had, at one point, total control over the 
organization, even giving his opinion on hockey operations matters that 
were out of his base of knowledge. 

“As we undertook our investigation, a number of witnesses expressed 
strong views of McDonough’s management style and his control over 
decision-making within the organization,” the report stated. “Witnesses 
described McDonough as extremely controlling and wanting to be — and 
being — the final decision-maker on numerous occasions, including for 
some decisions that were perceived by witnesses as not meriting 
McDonough’s involvement given McDonough’s role as President of the 
organization.” 

In that fateful meeting, which had been precipitated by a flurry of 
conversations, interviews and allegations, several participants described 
McDonough as taking charge. 

Mental skills coach Jim Gary, assistant GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, 
executive vice president Jay Blunk, Bowman and MacIsaac were also 
present. As the report noted, memories of the meeting varied among the 
participants, which isn’t surprising or indicting based on how memory 
works. Gary is the one who spoke to Doe and presented his findings to 
the group, but it isn’t clear how detailed his explanation was. But they 
knew something of a sexual nature happened between a coach and a 
player, a fireable offense. 

“Bowman further recalled that he asked McDonough what McDonough 
wanted to do and McDonough responded that Bowman should leave it to 
McDonough,” the report stated. “Bowman stated that when the meeting 
ended, Bowman believed the issue was in McDonough’s hands and 
everyone else should focus on the upcoming Stanley Cup Finals.” 

In a statement released by the team, Bowman further blamed 
McDonough’s rare passivity. 

“Eleven years ago, while serving in my first year as general manager, I 
was made aware of potential inappropriate behavior by a then-video 
coach involving a player,” Bowman wrote. “I promptly reported the matter 
to the then-President and CEO who committed to handling the matter. I 
learned this year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious 
allegation of sexual assault. I relied on the direction of my superior that 
he would take appropriate action. Looking back, now knowing he did not 
handle the matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so.” 

Gary, the mental skills coach who brought the matter to the group, told 
the investigators, “McDonough stated he would speak to John Doe.” 

McDonough’s legacy with the Blackhawks was as a volatile leader who 
was obsessed with details — down to how lower-level executives 
dressed. Yet this is how he described his role in the meeting to 
investigators: 

“In his initial interview, McDonough denied that there was a discussion 
during the meeting about who was going to address the issue or about 
tabling the issue until after the playoffs. McDonough recalled that 
Quenneville appeared to be agitated. McDonough otherwise had virtually 
no recollection of the discussion after the issue had been raised. During 
a second interview, McDonough stated that Gary told the assembled 
group that Gary was going to address the issue with John Doe again 
following the meeting. The next event McDonough recalled was that the 
meeting ended and everyone dispersed. McDonough stated that this was 
the first and last time he recalled discussing this issue. 

“Four days later, on June 14, McDonough informed the Blackhawks’ 
then-Director of Human Resources that Aldrich had allegedly made a 
sexual advance on John Doe. According to the Director of Human 
Resources, McDonough also informed her about the May 23 meeting in 
his office, during which McDonough said it was decided that the group 
would not alert Human Resources or do anything about the incident 
during the playoffs so as not to disturb team chemistry. When 
interviewed, McDonough stated that he did not recall this conversation 
with the Director of Human Resources.” 

How cowardly is that? 

Even if they wanted to keep the focus on the Stanley Cup and avoid a 
media circus, how difficult would it have been to fire Aldrich on the spot? 
That’s the bare minimum of what the team should’ve done that night and 
it didn’t come close to it. 

Instead, Aldrich kept working. 

He celebrated with the team as it won the Stanley Cup in Philadelphia. 
He joined the team at its parade and rally. And while this was going on, 
he tried to have sex with a 22-year-old male Blackhawks employee, 
according to the investigation. 

And after McDonough went to HR and Aldrich was eventually given the 
option to resign or be fired after an internal investigation, the Blackhawks 
paid Aldrich his remaining salary and a $15,000 playoff bonus and let him 
go without a mark. 

“The Director of Human Resources stated when interviewed that she 
could not recall informing McDonough or MacIsaac about Aldrich’s 
departure, but assumed she informed each of them and believed she 
personally informed Quenneville,” the report stated. “When interviewed, 
McDonough stated that he was not aware of when or why Aldrich left the 
Blackhawks, and stated that he assumed it was a coaching decision. 
MacIsaac stated when interviewed that he was not involved in the 
decision regarding Aldrich’s separation and did not know whether Aldrich 
was terminated or left on his own accord. Quenneville stated that he was 
not involved in discussions about Aldrich’s separation and he did not 
know the circumstances of Aldrich’s separation.” 

Quenneville supposedly can’t recall much about the time he heard his 
video coach made an “unwelcome sexual advance” toward a player. 
McDonough was too busy measuring tie lengths for sales executives to 
follow up on the guy he belatedly reported to HR. A real study in 
leadership, isn’t it? 

While there’s no evidence the Hawks gave Aldrich any future job 
recommendations, as a lawyer for the plaintiffs had alleged in the 
summer, they let him move around the hockey world, where he could 
continue to sexually assault hockey players. And they didn’t forget about 
him, either. In March 2012, Aldrich went to a Blackhawks game and 
attempted to walk around the hallway near the locker rooms. Security 
told him to leave and “Aldrich recalled that the Director of Human 
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Resources subsequently called him and told him that he could not visit 
the talent hallway again.” 

In October 2013, Aldrich was arrested and charged in Houghton, Mich., 
with third- and fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct involving a minor. 
He pleaded guilty to fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct involving a 
minor two months later, and in 2014 he was sentenced to serve nine 
months in jail and five years of probation. 

In his prepared statement — neither of the Wirtzes took questions from 
the media — Danny Wirtz said the team was going to try to settle the 
lawsuits filed against it, the ones it had spent months trying to dodge. He 
promised real change in the organization and set the right tone. 

But now that the investigation is over, what the Wirtzes are probably 
hoping for is that when fans come to the United Center, they will 
remember the Stanley Cups and the parades and not what secrets are 
behind those banners. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.27.2021 

1193729 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

‘Team performance above all else’: Blackhawks executives out as 
findings of sexual assault investigation released 

 

By Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers Oct 26, 2021  

  

Having the famous Bowman name on the Stanley Cup underneath the 
Blackhawks banner has been a point of pride for Rocky Wirtz and the 
entire organization for years. There’s Scotty Bowman, the winningest 
coach in NHL history, serving in an advisory capacity. But there’s also 
Stan Bowman, etched in silver three times, the caretaker and architect of 
three championships, taking Dale Tallon’s core and guiding it through the 
golden age of Blackhawks hockey. 

That name carries a different legacy now. 

Stan Bowman was one of seven members of the Blackhawks hierarchy 
in a May 2010 meeting in which they discussed the reported allegations 
of sexual assault against former Blackhawks player John Doe by video 
coach Brad Aldrich, according to the findings of Jenner & Block’s 
independent investigation, released Tuesday. Also in that meeting were 
team president John McDonough, executive vice president Jay Blunk, 
vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac, assistant general 
manager Kevin Cheveldayoff, coach Joel Quenneville and mental skills 
coach James Gary. 

The Blackhawks chose to keep the allegations quiet, to let Aldrich finish 
out the season, to have his name etched into the Stanley Cup, to quietly 
let him go in the offseason, to “participate in celebrations in the presence 
of John Doe,” to let him have his day with the Cup, to allow him to pursue 
other opportunities. Three years later, Aldrich pleaded guilty to criminal 
sexual misconduct with a minor in Houghton, Mich., where he was a 
volunteer assistant coach. In a lawsuit still working its way through the 
legal system, the victim — John Doe 2 — lays the blame for that assault 
at the Blackhawks’ doorstep. 

McDonough was fired last summer for pedestrian reasons, for internal 
strife and power dynamics and the usual C-suite politics. Bowman and 
MacIsaac, the Blackhawks’ two longest-tenured front-office employees, 
are out, too, after the damning results released Tuesday in the Jenner & 
Block investigation. 

Bowman “stepped aside” in a mutual agreement, according to 
Blackhawks CEO Danny Wirtz. Later Tuesday, Bowman also resigned as 
general manager of the U.S. Olympic men’s hockey team. 

“I believe one of the beautiful parts of our game is the focus on team 
success over individual achievements and accolades,” Danny Wirtz said. 
“But that cannot come at the expense of individual safety and well-being. 
It is clear that in 2010, the executives of this organization put team 
performance above all else. John Doe deserved better from the 
Blackhawks.” 

Wirtz also said that while the Blackhawks believe they have a “strong 
legal defense,” he has instructed his lawyers to seek a “fair resolution” to 
the lawsuits facing the team. 

Blunk left the organization this past summer to pursue a new business. 
Gary retired from the organization after the 2020-21 season. 
Cheveldayoff and Quenneville, who previously said they had no 
knowledge of the allegations until Aldrich left the organization, now work 
for other NHL teams. Cheveldayoff is the GM of the Winnipeg Jets, 
Quenneville is the head coach of the Florida Panthers. 

Reid Schar, a partner at Jenner & Block, said that the fateful meeting 
among Blackhawks management was held May 23, within an hour of the 
Blackhawks winning the Western Conference final in San Jose. 

“Accounts of that meeting vary significantly,” Schar said. “The 
participants had limited recollection of the details of the meeting. At a 
minimum, though, the senior leaders, including then-president John 
McDonough, were informed of alleged sexual harassment of a player by 
a coach, including efforts by the coach to engage in unwelcomed sexual 
activity with that player. 

“Several witnesses recalled and later told others about a discussion then 
ensued during the meeting regarding whether the time was right to 
address the allegations against Aldrich in light of the ongoing playoffs. 
One witness recalled during the meeting that Mr. McDonough and coach 
Quenneville made comments about the challenge of getting to the 
Stanley Cup finals and a desire to focus on the team and the playoffs. 
What is clear is after being informed of Aldrich’s alleged sexual 
harassment and misconduct with the player, no action was taken for 
three weeks.” 

Bowman, in a released statement, put the blame on McDonough. 

“Eleven years ago, while serving in my first year as general manager, I 
was made aware of potential inappropriate behavior by a then-video 
coach involving a player,” Bowman said. “I promptly reported the matter 
to the then-President and CEO who committed to handling the matter. I 
learned this year that the inappropriate behavior involved a serious 
allegation of sexual assault. I relied on the direction of my superior that 
he would take appropriate action. Looking back, now knowing he did not 
handle the matter promptly, I regret assuming he would do so.” 

Wirtz also took pains to point out that Bowman was a first-year general 
manager, though the truth is he had been with the organization for eight 
years already at that point. 

Wirtz and Bowman had developed a strong working relationship since 
McDonough was fired and Wirtz took over as interim president. They 
grew particularly close during the postseason bubble in Edmonton last 
summer, according to multiple sources. Bowman not only solidified 
himself as general manager, but he was given more responsibility and 
had president of hockey operations added to his title. Bowman was given 
full control of all hockey decisions, which was something he did not have 
under McDonough. 

Wirtz’s decision to promote Bowman provided him more time to clean up 
his own mess. The Blackhawks had gone from Stanley Cup winner in 
2015 under Bowman to being eliminated in the first round of the playoffs 
in 2016 and 2017. Bowman made drastic roster changes after the 2016-
17 season. The Blackhawks missed the playoffs the following season 
and Quenneville was fired after a slow start to the 2018-19 season. 
Bowman and McDonough placed the team’s failures on Quenneville and 
hired Jeremy Colliton to replace him. Since then, the Blackhawks have 
gone 86-88-25 and only made the playoffs in 2020 when they were 
expanded beyond 16 teams due to the shortened season. 
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Bowman had the most active offseason of his tenure heading into this 
season. He acquired Seth Jones as a No. 1 defenseman, Vezina-winning 
goalie Marc-Andre Fleury and shutdown defenseman Jake McCabe and 
got rid of Duncan Keith, who had been declining in recent years, as well 
as Brent Seabrook’s contract. Expectations were significantly raised. 
They have not been met. The Blackhawks are 0-5-1 and have not led an 
opponent once this season, setting an NHL record for futility. 

The fact is, Wirtz could have fired Bowman for his on-ice management. 
It’s been clear for many years the Blackhawks were dealing with roster 
issues more than coaching ones. But that doesn’t matter anymore. 
Bowman and the Blackhawks parted ways Tuesday over something 
much more serious and damning. 

MacIsaac was lesser known to fans compared with his front-facing 
colleague Bowman, but he amassed significant power over his 21 
seasons with the Blackhawks. MacIsaac’s role was never fully defined. 
One team source recently said, “I’m not sure what he does.” MacIsaac 
liked to think of himself as someone who made the whole Blackhawks 
operation run smoothly. He served as the bridge between the business 
side of the organization and the hockey side, McDonough’s right hand, 
his eyes and his ears in the hockey ops department. When McDonough 
dabbled in hockey operations, he did it through MacIsaac. 

MacIsaac’s influence was clear during a hockey-ops meeting at the NHL 
draft in 2018. Bowman had been convinced by a few others that the 
Blackhawks should begin moving assets and start rebuilding. Some of 
the writing was already on the wall, so it was best to get ahead of it. 
Bowman laid out a rough plan to the hockey-ops staff and wanted to see 
what everyone thought. 

MacIsaac banged his fist on the table and told Bowman no. A source 
said MacIssac said: “We’ll all get fired before the plan is complete. We 
can’t do this.” 

“Stan backed down immediately,” another team source said. “So he 
came up with another garbage plan to ‘make another run’ with what they 
had. Norm (Maciver) said to just take it to John, but Stan wouldn’t do it.” 

Now they’re all gone. McDonough hasn’t made a public statement since 
his firing 18 months ago. Bowman steps aside with a statement passing 
the buck. MacIsaac, a light-footed but heavy-handed force for so long, 
disappears without Danny Wirtz even mentioning him by name. All three 
of them will have to get commissioner Gary Bettman’s personal approval 
before returning to the NHL, but it’s difficult to envision any team ever 
taking them on. Yes, the 2010 Blackhawks put on-ice success over 
decency and the well-being of their employees, but as Wirtz alluded to, 
it’s a different time now. The PR and credibility hit far outweighs the 
benefit of their combined decades of success. 

McDonough was the celebrated exec who brought hockey back from the 
dead in Chicago. Bowman has his fingerprints all over three 
championships. MacIsaac was a constant presence throughout the 
greatest run in franchise history. 

All of them have their names on the Stanley Cup. Just ahead of Brad 
Aldrich’s. 
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Arizona Coyotes call up 3 from Tucson after injuries to Carter Hutton, 
Conor Timmins 

 

José M. Romero 

 

The Arizona Coyotes had managed to stay injury-free over the first five 
games of the season.  

Then came Game No. 6, and three players went down.  

Goalie Carter Hutton is expected to miss two to four weeks with a lower 
body injury. Defenseman Conor Timmins has been ruled out for eight to 
12 weeks with a lower body injury, and forward Ryan Dzingel, injured 
along with Timmins in the second period of the Coyotes' 5-3 loss to the 
Florida Panthers Monday after he came to Timmins' defense, has an 
upper body injury with his status yet to be made official.  

Arizona called up goalie Ivan Prosvetov, defenseman Cam Dineen and 
forward Barrett Hayton from the AHL Tucson Roadrunners to fill the 
roster spots.  

Hutton played one period on Monday and made 10 saves on 11 shots. 
He did not come out for the second period and was replaced by Karel 
Vejmelka. 

Dineen, 23, has a goal and two assists in four games with the 
Roadrunners this season. The former third-round draft pick from 2016 is 
in his fourth season with Tucson and has yet to make his NHL debut.  

Hayton, 21, has one assist in four games with the Roadrunners this 
season. The Coyotes had hoped to keep the former first-round pick in in 
Tucson for regular playing time this season, but his next NHL game will 
be the 35th of his career and equal the number of games he's played in 
Tucson.  

Prosvetov, another top prospect, was ticketed for Tucson during Coyotes 
training camp to continue the 22-year-old's development this season. 
He's played in three games there this season with two shutouts and has 
a 1.34 goals against average and .944 save percentage.  

Prosvetov played in three games for the Coyotes last season. He was 
originally drafted by Arizona in the fourth round (114th overall) in the 
2018 NHL Entry Draft, and is in his third season with the Roadrunners.  

The Coyotes (0-5-1) face the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning Thursday in Tampa, with a game at Washington 
the following night.  
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Arizona Coyotes recall Barrett Hayton, 2 others from Tucson 
Roadrunners 

 

BY WILLS RICE 

 

The Arizona Coyotes have recalled forward Barrett Hayton, defenseman 
Cam Dineen and goaltender Ivan Prosvetov from their AHL affiliate, the 
Tucson Roadrunners, the team announced. 

Official: We've recalled defenseman Cam Dineen, forward Barrett Hayton 
and goaltender Ivan Prosvetov from the @RoadrunnersAHL. #Yotes 
https://t.co/9JJn9YtuDE 

— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) October 26, 2021 

The 21-year-old Hayton has totaled one assist in four games with the 
Roadrunners this season. He has notched 7 goals, 9 assists and 16 
points with 28 PIM in 35 career AHL games with Tucson. 

Hayton has also played in 34 career games with the Coyotes in his 
career. 

Dineen has recorded one goal, two assists and three points in four 
games with the Roadrunners this season. The third round (68th overall) 
pick in the 2016 NHL Entry Draft has played in 140 games with Tucson. 

Prosvetov has registered a 2-1-0 record with a 1.34 goals against 
average, a .944 save percentage and two shutouts in three games with 
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Tucson this season, according to the team. He has 51 career games 
including three with the Coyotes. 

The Coyotes (0-5-1) will travel to Tampa Bay to face the Lightning (2-3-1) 
at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday. Catch all the action on ESPN 620 AM or 98.7 
FM HD-2. 
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Arizona Coyotes G Hutton, D Timmins out multiple weeks with injuries 

 

BY ARIZONA SPORTS 

 

Arizona Coyotes goalie Carter Hutton will miss between two and four 
weeks after suffering a lower-body injury Monday, while defenseman 
Conor Timmins will be sidelined from eight to 12 weeks, reports Arizona 
Sports’ John Gambadoro. 

Hutton has appeared in three games amid Arizona’s 0-5-1 start to the 
2021-22 season. 

The 35-year-old has allowed 15 goals in 116 minutes of time on ice with 
43 saves for a .741 save percentage and 7.76 goals against average. 
Hutton started the season opener, an 8-2 loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, then gave up six goals in the third game of the year against the 
St. Louis Blues. 

The Coyotes have used 25-year-old Karel Vejmelka in five games around 
Hutton’s struggles and injury. 

Velmelka has saved .899 of shots against him, allowing 13 goals over 
247 minutes of time in the net. 

Vejmelka has a 3.15 goals against average and will presumably assume 
regular goaltending duties with Hutton out. 

The Coyotes also have 22-year-old Ivan Prosvetov and 23-year-old Josef 
Korenar as call-up options. They are currently on the roster of the Tucson 
Roadrunners, Arizona’s AHL club. 

The 23-year-old Timmins, a 2017 second-round pick by Colorado, has 
averaged 17:44 minutes per game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Blackhawks chose chasing a tarnished Cup instead of 
doing what's right 

 

Luke Fox 

 

Editor's note: The following story deals with sexual assault, and may be 
upsetting for some readers. If you or someone you know is in need of 
support, those in Canada can find province-specific centres, crisis lines 
and services here. For readers in America, a list of resources and 
references for survivors and their loved ones can be found here. 

CHICAGO – Win at all costs. 

Even if it means lying, covering up, ignoring victims, passing the buck, 
then lying some more. 

On May 23, 2010, a meeting took place with Chicago Blackhawks 
decision-makers — John McDonough, Al MacIsaac, Stan Bowman, Jay 
Blunk, Kevin Cheveldayoff, Joel Quenneville and Jim Gary — in which 

they discussed the allegations of sexual assault against their 27-year-old 
video coach, Brad Aldrich, by a player on their black aces. 

(This is now public knowledge, thanks to a four-month investigation 
conducted by an independent firm, Jenner & Block LLP, who interviewed 
139 people connected to the alleged assault and had full cooperation 
from Blackhawks ownership.) 

The team was mere hours removed from sweeping the San Jose Sharks 
and advancing to their first Stanley Cup Final in 18 years. They decided 
to do more sweeping. 

Multiple witnesses recalled a discussion regarding "whether the time was 
right" to address the allegations in light of the playoffs. 

Upon learning of Aldrich's alleged actions, head coach Quenneville 
“shook his head and said that it was difficult for the team to get where 
they are and they could not deal with this now,” according to Bowman in 
the 107-page report (warning: it contains disturbing material). 

McDonagh, according to Bowman’s interview with investigators, 
referenced the epic drought of the Chicago Cubs and that the 
organization better consider the difficulty of a deep playoff run before 
handling the issue. 

Ultimately, the hockey men in that room chose to stay quiet. To take zero 
action. To protect a predator. And to later present him with a 2010 
diamond-studded championship ring engraved with the slogan “One 
Goal.” 

Because it’s the Cup. 

Remaining Time -3:54 

Chicago Blackhawks investigation and findings sends ripple effect across 
hockey 

Not only did the Blackhawks keep Aldrich on staff for the next three 
weeks, in doing so, they permitted him to allegedly make a sexual 
advance to a team intern during that time. 

Finally, he was given an ultimatum: step away or be subject to an internal 
investigation. 

Aldrich opted for his walking severance ($20,622), a $15,000 playoff 
bonus, and this glowing performance review from Quenneville: 

Aldrich did a great job for the Coaching staff in preparing us for all of our 
meetings and coordinating several tasks that we forward his way. Brad 
has several people relaying on him at the same moment and has a way 
of deflecting and accommodating everyone at once… Congrats on 
winning the Stanley Cup! 

Oh, and Aldrich also got his day with the Stanley Cup and attended other 
Cup celebrations. John Doe was at some of those parties. One could 
only imagine trying to celebrate when the despicable truth is as 
impossible to spot as Patrick Kane’s title-clinching goal. 

Much like Bowman did from both the Blackhawks and Team USA’s 
Olympic squad on Tuesday, Aldrich wasn’t fired. He resigned. “Stepped 
aside” was ownership’s term. 

So… what is a fireable offence? 

“The report is both disturbing and difficult to read,” Blackhawks CEO 
Danny Wirtz said. “It speaks for itself.” 

As do the actions of all those who stood in the path of John Doe’s need 
for help and justice. 

This story, as appalling and indefensible as it is, would not have come to 
light were it not for the excellent investigative reporting of Rick Westhead 
and Katie Strang. 

"I am very grateful to have the truth recognized... I know I am not the only 
victim in this world of sexual abuse, and I hope my story can inspire 
change within the NHL and around the world,” John Doe told Westhead 
Tuesday afternoon. “I am still speechless." 

Words fail when trying to understand how the attempt to win a beautiful 
sport that rewards honest effort can foster such ugly moral corruption. 
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The NHL fined the Blackhawks $2 million after reviewing the report — a 
drop in the bucket for an organization that just handed out a $32.4 million 
contract to a player this summer and is coming off a  

535-game sellout streak. 

Blackhawks fans will gather inside United Center Wednesday for another 
hockey game. 

Their team — a collection of men who "put team performance above all 
else,” Wirtz said — will skate under a 2010 championship banner that 
now hangs tainted. The lies weave through the fabric of 2013 and 2015, 
too. 

But this investigation, its damning conclusions and the settlement 
attempts about to follow has now stretched beyond one team and its one 
goal. 

Joel Quenneville knew. He’s currently the head coach of the Florida 
Panthers. 

Kevin Cheveldayoff knew. He’s the long-serving general manager of the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Both publicly denied prior knowledge or involvement in the Aldrich 
coverup as recently as July. 

The old boys’ network is on the fritz. 

More fallout is coming. We can only hope more truth and responsibility 
comes, too. 

Some costs aren’t worth winning for. 

Some diamonds are forever tarnished. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens takeaways: Same old problems show up in 
loss to Kraken 

 

Ryan Dixon 

 

On Monday night, a bunch of Montreal Canadiens were on hand to take 
in some NFL action as the Seattle Seahawks hosted the New Orleans 
Saints. It was a nice way to kick off a four-game Pacific coast road swing 
for a squad that was finally smiling after leaving home on the high of a 6-
1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings. 

Halfway through their game with the Seattle Kraken, though, the 1,000-
yard stares were back. 

The Canadiens fell to 1-6-0 on the season following a 5-1 loss to the 
Kraken on Tuesday night. The NHL’s newest team defeated the league’s 
oldest club to secure its first home-ice victory in its second try. Montreal 
was by no means abysmal in the game, but as they exit Climate Pledge 
Arena the Habs are once again left promising their followers they’ll get 
better in several areas of the game. 

Here’s what leapt off the page following this latest Habs loss. 

Another Ugly Start 

The Canadiens opened the scoring in their first game of the season. In 
nearly two weeks of hockey since then, they’ve failed to find the net 
before their opponent again. Joran Eberle needed just 62 seconds to put 
Seattle in the driver’s seat on Tuesday night, as the Habs surrendered 
the first goal of the game for the sixth consecutive contest. In seven 
opening frames this year, Montreal has surrendered nine goals and 
scored four. 

A huge reason they’re behind the eight ball this season is they’re starting 
basically every game with one foot in the grave. 

Where are the goals? 

In the first period, Mike Hoffman sent a backhand pass to a wide-open 
Brendan Gallagher, who couldn’t elevate his one-timer over the 
outstretched toe of Kraken goalie Philipp Grubauer. In the second 
stanza, Gallagher chugged in with big defenceman Ben Chiarot on a 2-
on-0; Chiarot put the puck on Gallagher’s blade and the right winger — 
gifted a chance to pull his team within two goals with half a game to go — 
failed to even get a shot on goal. 

That about sums up how the Canadiens offence has operated this 
season. 

The list of Habs still in search of their first goal includes — but is not 
limited to — Gallagher, Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki and Jeff Petry. That’s 
how a team ends up scoring one or fewer goals in six of seven outings. 

After netting power-play markers in their past two games, the Canadiens 
once again looked disjointed on the man advantage. During a first-period 
power play, Montreal twice cleared the puck on behalf of the short-
handed Kraken when passes from Jonathan Drouin indented for point 
man Sami Niku were beyond the reach of the defenceman and slid out of 
the attacking zone. 

Outnumbered all the time 

After giving up the early goal to Eberle, the Canadiens actually settled in 
quickly. When Hoffman tied the game just past the halfway point of the 
first, it appeared as though it might be a good night for the visitors. 
Montreal was back on the attack a few shifts later when Drouin hit a 
streaking Niku with a pass inside the Kraken zone. Instead of getting a 
shot on net from the top of the circle, though, Niku fired into shinpads and 
the play veered back the other way, resulting in what proved to be the 
game-winning goal from Brandon Tanev. 

From there, the Canadiens' turnovers only got worse. 

Yanni Gourde scored on a 2-on-1 that started when the Canadiens 
coughed the puck up just inside the Kraken blue and Tanev’s second of 
the night came after Montreal couldn’t complete a line change and he 
found himself in all alone on Jake Allen. 

The Habs saved the most egregious gaffe for the third, though, as 
Alexander Romanov tried to whip a backhand pass across the offensive 
blue-line to partner David Savard. The ill-advised attempt was easily 
intercepted by Ryan Donato, who went in to deliver the death blow by 
beating Allen on a breakaway that started 150 feet from the Montreal 
crease. 

The Canadiens weren’t awful in all aspects of this game. When they were 
bad, though, they were really bad. 

Don’t hassle the Hoff 

If there’s a bright spot for Montreal it has to be that Hoffman scored for 
the second consecutive game and has two goals in four outings this year 
after missing training camp and the first three games of the season with 
an injury. 

We’re used to seeing Hoffman wire home shots from the top of the circle, 
but his goal against Seattle was a gritty one, as he went to the net and 
banged home a loose puck after his linemates had created a turnover. 

If the Canadiens are going to get anything out of their next three games 
in California, they’re going to need more hard-on-the-puck plays like that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks can’t match crowd’s energy as fans finally return 
for home opener 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER — It was a great night, a victory for everyone except the 
Vancouver Canucks. 
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In their home opener, the Canucks gave people a mile-marker in the 
battle to triumph over the global pandemic, filling Rogers Arena with 
screaming fans for the first time since COVID-19 began to batter the 
world 19 months ago. 

The crowd of 18,870 was a reflection of that ongoing recovery, another 
glimmer of hope that perhaps the worst is behind us. 

As Vancouver coach Travis Green said after Tuesday’s morning skate: 
“There’s been a lot of change since the last time the fans have been in 
the building. The fans have missed a lot. Really tonight, never mind the 
game and that part, it’s having the fans back and playing in Canada. It’s 
so important, I think, just welcoming them back. 

“You can’t describe (what it’s like to) play or to coach in a Canadian 
market, in a Vancouver market, that is so passionate. As much as some 
days we joke or we’re (a) little snarly in this (interview) room, you never 
take it for granted. It’s amazing to play and to coach in Canada.” 

The Canucks welcomed fans back with a slick and stirring pre-game 
video, featuring Elias Pettersson as a Jedi. 

But the force in the crowd never quite transferred to the Canucks, who 
chased the game from the start and lost 3-2 to the fast and impressive 
Minnesota Wild. 

Vancouver fell behind less than eight minutes into the game and never 
caught up. They couldn’t catch the Wild on the scoreboard or on the ice 
as Minnesota was just quicker, sharper, more physical, more relentless. 

Canuck legs were moving, but the players weren’t getting there fast 
enough. Whether it was the emotions of playing in front of a crowd 
capped only by seating capacity for the first time since March 10, 2020, 
or the consequences of opening the season with a six-game road 
odyssey, the Canucks struggled to match the energy in the building. 

“That was probably one of the harder teams that we’ve played so far,” 
Vancouver captain Bo Horvat said. “Just their back pressure and their 
recovery game, and they’re kind of all over you, all on top of you all the 
time, it’s tough to make plays five-on-five out there. 

“That’s kind of what we want our identity to be: hard to play against, 
really sound defensively and giving teams no time and space. That’s 
exactly kind of been that team’s identity for a long time now. We know 
what it’s going to be like every single night when we play them, and we 
have to have that identity for our team where we know when teams are 
coming into Rogers Arena, it’s going to be a tough night. I think we still 
have to find that a little bit.” 

Horvat noted that turnovers — rookie Jack Rathbone’s giveaway in his 
own zone led directly to Jonas Brodin’s unassisted second-period goal – 
hurt the Canucks. 

But so, too, did the ongoing struggle of their top forwards, especially 
Pettersson. 

After conceding on Sportsnet 650 radio in the morning that he spent too 
much time before last season focusing on building his brand on social 
media — due to quarantine requirements, the 22-year-old never went 
home to Sweden that off-season and was separated from his family for 
nearly a year — there was nothing wrong with Pettersson’s focus against 
the Wild. 

But nearly everything else was off. The puck continued to bounce away 
from him, he missed passes and was often outmuscled. 

After missing all of training camp and most of the pre-season due to a 
contract impasse, Pettersson has one even-strength point in seven 
games. He made a nice pass on the power play to set up Alex 
Chiasson’s goal that cut a 2-0 deficit in half at 10:46 of the second 
period, but finished with just two shots on net. During his 17:14 of even-
strength play, the Canucks were outshot 6-1. 

First-line winger Brock Boeser, whose start to the regular season was 
delayed by injury, has one even-strength point in four games. And on 
Tuesday, catalyst forward J.T. Miller went shotless for a second straight 
game for the first time in two years. 

Top defenceman Quinn Hughes also failed to register a shot, missing the 
target twice in the final minute after Horvat’s brave goal — scoring on a 

backhand while crashing into the net on a partial breakaway — lifted the 
Canucks within one with 4:07 to play. At even strength, the Canucks 
were outshot 13-8 when Hughes was on the ice. 

The difference in Tuesday’s game, compared to some of the recent road 
games, is that buzzsaw forwards Conor Garland and Nils Hoglander 
were unable to fill the void at the top of the lineup and pull the Canucks 
with them. 

Vancouver was outshot 30-24 and managed to test Minnesota goalie 
Cam Talbot only five times in the third period. 

Now 3-3-1 through seven games despite the lack of impact from a couple 
of their best forwards, the Canucks have six more games on this 
homestand — and more refining to do to their systems play. 

“It was just really refreshing to see everybody in the building,” Horvat 
said. “It was a really exciting night. It was awesome to see. When we 
gave them something to cheer about, they were cheering loud. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t get them the win tonight which they deserved.” 

NOTES: Canuck defenceman Tucker Poolman left the game in the 
second period due to an undisclosed injury. Just hours earlier, general 
manager Jim Benning issued a statement that defenceman Travis 
Hamonic, absent since training camp while on a personal league, would 
be joining the Canucks’ minor-league team in nearby Abbotsford. 
Poolman has been playing elevated minutes on the right side of 
Vancouver defence due to Hamonic’s absence. 
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TSN.CA / With Leafs struggling, Tavares vows to become captain 
consistent 

Throughout his career, John Tavares has been a model of consistency 
but early in 2021-22 his three-point total matches his lowest seven-game 
output to open an NHL season. Like the Maple Leafs, who are winless in 
four straight (0-3-1), the captain can't seem to find the sweet spot in his 
game but vows to work his way out of the rut, Mark Masters writes. 

 

By Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the United Center in Chicago on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Blackhawks. 

The Leafs are winless in four straight (0-3-1) and  

 has been a minus player in each game.  

"Clearly, we recognize we're in a rut and we got to work ourselves out of 
it and find some more consistency in our game starting with myself," the 
centre said following Tuesday’s 40-minute practice. 

Throughout his career, the 31-year-old has been a model of consistency. 
In the 11 years since his rookie season, Tavares has produced between 
0.85 points per game and 1.1. 

Tavares is stuck on one goal and two assists so far this season. The 
three-point total matches his lowest seven-game output to open an NHL 
season. Like the team, the captain can't seem to find the sweet spot in 
his game. 

"For me, it's not getting too hung up on the results on a daily basis and 
just how you go about your process and finding areas where you can be 
better," Tavares said. "It's, obviously, a work in progress."  

On Monday, Tavares was reunited on a line with Mitch Marner. He was 
held to one shot against the Carolina Hurricanes, a season low, but 
Sheldon Keefe liked the look of the new unit, which included Alex Kerfoot 
on left wing.  

"I thought those guys did some good things," the coach noted. "John hit 
the post. Mitch had the puck a fair bit in a game where the puck was hard 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2021 

 

to come by. I was happy with that line, especially watching it back on 
video. They had lots of good speed on the wings. John found good spots 
and made little plays around the rink. I didn't think there were many 
issues defensively for that line. A lot of really good, positive things." 

But it's hard to stay positive when the results aren't there. Marner has 
now gone six games without a point.  

"Trust yourself, trust your instincts," Tavares said of the mindset required 
for him and Marner, "and understanding things just aren't coming very 
naturally or seem to be really in sync or really in rhythm. So, just trying to 
simplify the game a little bit." 

While Tavares hopes to lead with his play on the ice, he is also making 
an impact with his voice. Often a stoic figure in games and in news 
conferences, Tavares is fired up behind the scenes.  

"John's bringing lots of intensity," said veteran forward  

. "We've had lots of internal discussions. We've held each other 
accountable. There's been lots of frank conversation."  

"John's a great leader and these are the times when that shows up," said 
Kerfoot. "We all look to him at times like this. He's someone you want to 
rally behind and you want to listen to and follow and give a little bit extra 
for."  

'We’re in a rut': Tavares plans to lead Leafs out of early-season funk 

John Tavares has been a minus player in all four games during the Leafs' 
losing streak, and the captain admits he's feeling pressure to help lead 
the group out of this early-season funk. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

The Leafs have failed to convert on 14 straight power-play chances 
during the last five games.  

"We're a little bit out of sorts,"  

 admitted on Monday night. "We definitely need to just simplify and shoot 
some more pucks. We got to get it, find a lane, and get sticks on it and 
just have guys converging down low. Right now, even in our five-on-five 
play, we're looking too much for the pretty play instead of just keeping it a 
little more simple and getting ugly goals. If we do that, it opens up more 
space for seam plays." 

At Tuesday's practice, Marner and  

 swapped spots on the top unit. Marner, who has been playing in the 
bumper slot for the first time in his career, returned to his usual office on 
the half-wall and Nylander moved to the middle.  

"We just got to be better," Tavares said. "Whether we're changing things 
up or not, the onus is on us to step up and execute and understand what 
a difference that can make in a game especially the way things have 
been going. So, with myself and our group, we obviously have to be 
better and go out there and find a way to get the job done." 

Keefe cautioned that we may not see the new alignment on Wednesday.  

"We wanted to get some reps here today with a bit of a different look so 
that we can have an adjustment if we feel it is necessary," the coach 
explained. "Obviously, the results haven't been there for us. We can't just 
continue to do the same thing. It is just giving us another look and 
another option we may be able to go to. We don't have a great deal of 
practice time here so we wanted to get those touches in today." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Marner, Nylander flip spots as PP tries new look 

Toronto's power play has yet to get in a groove this season, prompting 
head coach Sheldon Keefe to try a new look at practice in an effort to get 
the team going. Mark Masters has more on the changes to the PP. 

--- 

Keefe believes the early-season adversity will ultimately benefit his team.  

"Last season, we really didn't face something like this until it counted the 
most," he pointed out. "We didn't find our way out of that one. We are 
here. The guys remain committed. I remain confident. I have lots of belief 
in our group." 

Spezza cited the 2019-20 Tampa Bay Lightning as a recent example of a 
quality team that started slow before achieving the ultimate goal. Tampa 
posted a 6-4-2 record in October that season and sat at 18-13-4 entering 
the holiday break. 

"They start the year and their captain's calling them out as a group and 
they play .500 hockey until Christmas and then they take off and win a 
bunch in a row and win a bunch more in a row and then they lose six of 
eight going down the stretch and it doesn't faze them," Spezza recalled. 
"They go into the playoffs and win the Stanley Cup. The good teams, 
you're going to find a way to get back to a consistent level. If we're a 
team that we think we are, this will just be a blip and something we look 
back on as a learning experience."  

The Tampa comparison isn't perfect, of course. The Lightning stars had 
playoff series wins on their resume before eventually breaking through 
and going all the way. Toronto, meanwhile, has failed to clear the first 
hurdle in five straight seasons. And, right now, the Leafs look a lot like 
they did in the final three games during the playoff collapse against the 
Montreal Canadiens. The players seem tentative and slow.  

"You see the best teams in the league, they play the game on their terms 
most nights," Spezza said. "That's something we can do a better job of is 
not letting the other team choose what type of game it's going to look like 
... The biggest thing is execution. Execution and consistency with our 
execution. If you look at Carolina last night, they played the same way all 
60 minutes, no let ups in their game." 

Frustrated Leafs looking for answers on how to fix the team's struggles 

The Maple Leafs are 2-4-1 through six games and are mired in a four-
game losing skid. The team spoke about their frustrations with the slow 
start and how they intend to turn things around. 

--- 

The execution can be better. So can the effort.  

"It's just a mentality more than anything," said Kerfoot. "Our work ethic 
and our focus probably aren't where they need to be. We saw that last 
night in Carolina, they were just on another level than us." 

It's strange to hear players on the Leafs roster, who sounded so 
determined to wash away the painful playoff memory from last season, 
speak about a lack of competitiveness.  

"Our guys work hard," Keefe clarified. "Our guys compete. You can't 
survive in the league if you don't work hard. Everyone is working hard, 
but there is another level to get to. We have yet to get there. That is the 
reality." 

Keefe raised eyebrows by sounding surprisingly upbeat following the 4-1 
loss to the Hurricanes. The coach explained that he sees it as a valuable 
wake-up call.  

"When I talked last night about some of the positives that came out of it, it 
was not just the fact that we did some good things, but it was a real nice 
example of what it takes," Keefe said. "There were chunks of the game 
where we matched them and were with them, especially in the early 
going, but it shows that we have more to give and another level to get to." 

What are the biggest areas of concern for the Leafs right now? 

TSN Hockey analyst Mike Johnson, who breaks down what he's most 
concerned with when it comes to Toronto's tumultuous start to the 
season. 

--- 

 practised with the Leafs for the first time since sustaining a groin injury 
during his first start of the season in Ottawa on Oct. 14. Thursday will 
mark two weeks since the injury, which was the minimum timeline 
announced.  

"Felt really good," Mrazek said. "Hopefully back in a few days."  

The 29-year-old goaltender heaped praise on the team's medical staff.  

"They take care of me so well," Mrazek gushed. "Outstanding job. I 
haven't had treatment like that ever before. Thanks to these guys I'll be 
back sooner than later. It's a totally different level here."  
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Mrazek is confident the injury won't be a recurring issue.  

"That's a subject we talked about as well," he revealed. "What to do 
different and why is it happening."  

The team continues to manage the workload of starter  

, who was on the ice ahead of Tuesday's practice working with goalie 
coach Steve Briere. He then left the ice, in a planned move, following the 
first drill of the main session.  

Feeling better, Mrazek hopes to return to Leafs lineup 'in a few days' 

Petr Mrazek's Maple Leafs debut was cut short due to a groin injury 
suffered on October 14th. Feeling better and practicing in full again with 
the team, Mrazek hopes he is just a few days away from a return and 
credits Toronto's training staff for helping him heal fast. 

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engavll - Kampf - Kase  

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

Amadio 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott  

Liljegren 

Campbell 

Hutchinson 

Mrazek 

Power-play units at Tuesday's practice:  

Rielly 

Matthews - Nylander - Marner  

Tavares  

Sandin  

Engvall - Bunting - Spezza  

Ritchie 
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USA TODAY / Stan Bowman resigns as US Olympic men’s hockey GM 
in wake of Blackhawks sexual assault investigation 

 

Steve Gardner 

 

Hours after he resigned as general manager of the Chicago Blackhawks, 
Stan Bowman has stepped down as GM of the U.S. men's Olympic 
hockey team. 

USA Hockey made its official announcement Tuesday evening. 

Bowman, in March, had been named the general manager of the U.S. 
team that will compete in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.  

“In light of what’s happened today, I think it’s in the best interests of USA 
Hockey for me to step aside,” said Bowman in a news release. “I’m 

grateful to have been selected and wish our team the very best in 
Beijing.” 

His resignation from the Olympic team comes after an internal 
investigation by the Blackhawks determined Bowman was one of several 
team leaders who failed to respond promptly to allegations that an 
assistant coach sexually assaulted a player in 2010. 

Bowman had presided over a Chicago franchise that has won three 
Stanley Cup championships under his tenure, including in 2010. The 
Blackhawks also won the Stanley Cup in 2013 and '15. 

Bowman, the son of legendary NHL coach Scotty Bowman, has served 
as a member of an advisory group for USA Hockey since 2012, helping 
select players and staff for U.S. men’s national teams.  

Among his first moves after being named GM of the 2022 Olympic team 
was selecting Blackhawks winger Patrick Kane and defenseman Seth 
Jones, along with Toronto center Auston Matthews, as the team's first 
players. 

Minnesota Wild general manager Bill Guerin is the assistant GM of the 
U.S. team, but TSN on Friday reported that the U.S. Center for SafeSport 
was opening an investigation of Guerin for allegedly mishandling a 
separate, unrelated sexual assault when he was assistant GM of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Final rosters for the 2022 team will be unveiled in January. The U.S. has 
not won Olympic gold in men's ice hockey since 1980.  
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