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The Canes finally got the better of the Bruins in their budding rivalry, and did it naturally 

By Justin Pelletier 

In a world of manufactured rivalries intended to engage 
disinterested — or bored — fan bases, those that grow 
organically remain the best of all of them. 

Anything among the Original 6 — and especially Bruins-
Canadiens and Canadiens-Leafs — remains the gold 
standard in the NHL. Several others — Avalanche-Red 
Wings comes to mind — have come and gone, fizzling when 
one or the other team (or both) fall from playoff relevance. 

Given recent offseason shenanigans between Carolina and 
Montreal, it’s not hard to understand why, at least among fan 
bases, Canes-Habs might be heating up. 

But based on the way the teams have played one another 
this season, a better budding rivalry for the Canes is Boston. 

Bruins fans may not quite understand why the Canes and 
Canes fans would consider this a budding rivalry. It’s 
possible that the B’s faithful have taken it for granted the 
Bruins have walked past the Canes in consecutive (non-
realigned) playoff appearances, embarrassing Carolina in a 
2019 sweep while outscoring the Canes 17-6, and 
dispatching the Hurricanes 4-1 in the first round of the bubble 
playoffs in 2020. 

But Canes fans get it. The Canes themselves get it. 

After practice Wednesday, while preparing to face the 
Bruins, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour told the media that 
facing the Bruins would be “the big test.” The Bruins, 
Brind’Amour said, are “a team that knows how to win and 
gets it and does it right.” 

“I think everybody else, there are so many teams like 
ourselves still trying to figure that out,” Brind’Amour added. 
“We haven’t got there and these guys have.” 

Both teams have seen massive turnover the past couple 
seasons. On Thursday alone, Carolina had seven players on 
the bench — six playing — who weren’t on the roster last 
season. Boston also had six. Both teams have even more 
short-timers, players who weren’t around for those playoff 
meetings. 

But there was still plenty of animosity to go around. 

It started from the opening faceoff. Seconds after the puck 
caromed off the ice for the first time, Ethan Bear stepped up 
from his blue line position and flattened notorious B’s pest 
Brad Marchand, eliciting a roar from the still-arriving crowd at 
PNC Arena. 

It continued at 2:20 of the first, when Vincent Trocheck was 
flattened in front of Bruins keeper Jeremy Swayman while 

looking for a tip from one of the Canes’ other skaters, who’d 
taken to circling the B’s zone like vultures looking for an 
opportunity to strike. 

At 8:28, the first real skirmish at home of the season 
developed after Sebastian Aho rubbed David Pastrnak into 
the boards near the Canes blue line. In his follow through, 
Aho’s hands went high to the back of the Bruins forward’s 
head and popped his helmet off, causing the perennial All-
Star to turn quickly to face Aho, drawing a crowd of players 
from both teams. 

As the seconds ticked down in the first, Martin Necas carried 
the puck into the Bruins zone on the left wall, saw Brandon 
Carlo approaching and stiffened up, delivering a reverse hit 
on the hulking Bruins defender, causing him to pause and 
collect his balance. 

No fights, but by far the most physical of the Canes’ 16 
periods of hockey to that point, with the teams combining for 
42 hits in 20 minutes. 

In the second, Brad Marchand got his, ahem, nose wet, 
coming in late to two-hand Nino Niederreiter in the back 
while the Canes forward was down along the half wall in the 
Boston zone. Niederreiter retaliated, and the game saw its 
first pair of penalties, though neither team benefited from a 
power play. 

Niederreiter again drew a penalty at 5:36 of the middle 
frame, and this time he kept his hands to himself after Mike 
Reilly caught him in the face with a glove, putting Carolina on 
its first power play of the game. 

The jostling continued into the third. Charlie McAvoy tried to 
lay into Necas, instead clipped the Canes forward’s leg with 
his knee and drew a crowd — and a penalty call. 

This wasn’t a fight-filled affair — those days are long gone — 
but the air was thicker Thursday. 

Even the more frequently thrown legal hits were a bit harder; 
the players took fractions of a second longer to get up, or 
peel themselves off the dasher. 

Most importantly for the Canes, though — as with any rivalry, 
natural or manufactured — the night ended with a record-
setting sixth consecutive victory to start the season with a 3-
0 win, and at least for one night in October, the Hurricanes 
vanquished a foe against which they’d long suffered. 

The best part? 

They came by it naturally. 
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The Canes proved something with a 6th straight win. To the Bruins. To the NHL. To 
themselves. 

By Luke Decock  

The games that matter against the Boston Bruins and their 
ilk will come later, when the weather is warm instead of this 
gathering damp chill. The Carolina Hurricanes know as well 
as anyone that the stakes are lower now, in October, at the 
beginning of a long season. 

Still, when you haven’t lost and the team that ended two of 
your previous three seasons comes to town, a game that 
would have been a measuring stick anyway — honestly, the 
first good team the Hurricanes have played — takes on 
slightly more resonance than it would otherwise, or probably 
does for the Bruins. 

And not only did the Hurricanes measure up, they managed 
to raise their game from their first five wins. 

To the extent you can verify legitimacy in only six games, the 
Hurricanes are legit. 

The Hurricanes proved something with this 3-0 win Thursday 
night, to themselves as much as the Bruins or the rest of the 
NHL, although everyone is paying attention now. 

“We’ve been through a lot against that team,” Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “We wanted to have a good 
showing tonight. It’s a very good team and I thought we were 
on top of this one.” 

All those years everyone fretted about how essential it was 
for the Hurricanes to get off to a good start or they’d be sunk, 
and in a season everyone knew it was going to be far more 
important how they finished they’re off to the best start in 
franchise history. 

There’s absolutely no reason why it can’t be further 
extended, either, with the woebegone Chicago Blackhawks 
and Arizona Coyotes coming in to finish out this homestand. 

Thursday, the Hurricanes killed off a pair of two-man 
advantages, benefited from a pair of uncredited screens from 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to set up the first two goals, got a stellar 
two-way performance from Sebastian Aho and saw Nino 
Niederreiter — excellent in the first five — be rewarded with 
a fluke goal after playing even better in the sixth. 

Frederik Andersen, meanwhile, became the first goalie in 
more than 75 years to win the first six games of the season 
with a new team, and he was again more than up to the task, 
perhaps with a little more help from the metal behind him 
than in outings previous but it doesn’t matter how they stay 
out. The Hurricanes continue to feed on his calm as it 
radiates out from the net. 

He may even be the first goalie since World War II to get 
benched after a 33-save shutout and six straight wins, but 
with the back-to-back it’s probably time to get Antti Raanta in 
the net, and if that switch does happen it’ll be another 
reminder that hot starts and hot goalies aside, the Hurricanes 
are playing the long game. 

As October games go, though, this one had weight. That was 
clear not only by the pace but the way the Hurricanes 
matched Boston’s physical edge, whether it was Staal 
knocking Charlie McAvoy and Patrice Bergeron down 
simultaneously or Jaccob Slavin dumping Jake DeBrusk in 
the final minute. 

The ill feelings may be almost entirely one-sided, but they 
exist nonetheless. 

“We’ll talk about the next game tomorrow and this one will be 
forgotten, but that team’s proven it over and over for a long 
time,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s nice to at 
least go toe-to-toe with them in some respects. Again, it’s not 
— they’ve moved on from it probably already and we’ll move 
on from it tomorrow, but it means a little something,” 

It’s far too early to say the Hurricanes have been relieved of 
their Bruins bugaboo, but this can’t hurt. And whether 
hostilities are renewed in six or seven months or not, this 
was the first time the Hurricanes could take a step back and 
feel like they were unquestionably the better team. 

“With the history and bitter feelings they’ve given us a few 
times now, it’s still a regular-season game, but it’s always 
nice to win this one,” Staal said. 

The Hurricanes didn’t have much to say about winning six 
straight to start the season. But the sixth coming against the 
Bruins? They’ll remember this one — not immediately, 
perhaps, but in months, when it matters. 
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Frederik Andersen again ‘the rock’ as Canes notch record-setting win over the Bruins 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still riding the wave. 

That’s what forward Nino Niederreiter said the plan was for 
their game Thursday against the Boston Bruins. Play hard, 
play smart, do all the little things right again and “ride the 
wave” to another victory. 

The Canes, with goalie Frederik Andersen again standing tall 
in net and making 33 saves, turned back the Bruins 3-0 at 
PNC Arena to push their record to 6-0, the best start in 
franchise history. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had tagged it ”the big game,” 
given that it was the Bruins, who owned the season series 
before the pandemic and dispatched the Canes from the 
2019 and 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

How did the Canes respond? If Brind’Amour had a best-case 
scenario in mind before the game, it played out. 

It starts with Andersen, called “the rock, for sure” by Canes 
captain Jordan Staal. He won a sixth straight game, his 20th 
career shutout, again was unflappable in net and added an 
assist, the 10th of his career. 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo scored in the first period at 
even strength and Niederreiter found the net on a second-
period power play. Andrei Svechnikov’s empty-net score in 
the final minute of regulation gave him six goals this season 
and extended his point streak to six games along with 
Sebastian Aho, who assisted on the goal. 

The Canes’ penalty killers were on their game. The Bruins 
twice had 5-on-3 advantages but Carolina’s hustle and 
aggressiveness — and Andersen’s calm play in net — kept 
Boston at bay as Canes fans in the crowd of 16,093 roared 
with each kill. 

“That’s the game,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “Those 
were real crucial moments and we got great effort by the 
guys who were out there. And obviously Freddie was great.” 

The Bruins (3-3-0), who tormented the Canes in the power 
play in their Stanley Cup playoff victories, were 0-5 on the 
power play Thursday. 

“Our penalty kill was unreal,” DeAngelo said to the media. 
“They’ve been great all year. We’ve had guys win faceoffs, 
block shots, good sticks. They’re doing a great job.” 

Andersen was named the game’s first star as he lowered his 
goals-against average to 1.33 and improved his save 
percentage to .956 for the season. 

Andersen became the seventh goalie in NHL history to win 
each of a team’s first six games to start the season and had 
Canes fans loudly chanting, “Fred-die, Fred-die” after the 
game. Another bit of history: he’s the second to join a new 
team and win the first six of in a season, matching the record 
set by Frank McCool with Toronto in 1944-45. 

“I don’t really care about that stuff,” Andersen said. “I’m just 
happy to be winning. That’s our goal every night and that’s 
what matters.” 

Canes defenseman Ethan Bear put a big hit on Boston’s 
Brad Marchand in the neutral zone four seconds into the 
game. That set the tone for the night, signaling it would be a 
big boys’ kind of game. 

It was a game where the hits came often — 42 in the 
opening period, 75 in all — and open ice was hard to find. 
The team pushed and probed, looking for openings. 

DeAngelo found one. He bombed a shot from the left point 
that Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman could not track, picking 
up his first goal with the Canes and the first by a Carolina 
defenseman this season at 15:16 of the first. 

On the second-period power play, Niederreiter attempted a 
cross-ice pass to Martin Necas but the puck glanced off 
Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort in the slot and past 
Swayman. 

It was a busy night for Niederreiter. Playing on Staal’s line 
with Jesper Fast, he helped muzzle the Bruins’ dangerous 
top line centered by Patrice Bergeron. 

Andersen was tested early when Boston’s Jake DeBrusk 
broke in alone in the first period. There were a few offensive 
flurries by the Bruins in front of the net in the second, but 
Andersen coolly kept his poise and position and poked away 
the puck, and continued his steady play in the third. 

Before Thursday, the Bruins had taken points in 18 of the 
past 19 games against Carolina, going 13-1-5. The Canes’ 
last regular-season win over the Bruins a 5-3 victory at PNC 
Arena on Dec. 23, 2018 and not in Carolina jerseys -- it was 
the first retro Hartford Whalers night at PNC Arena and 
Canes were donning the Whale. 

Andersen became the first Canes goalie to start six 
consecutive games since Cam Ward was in net for 11 in a 
row in October 2009. With Carolina facing the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Friday to complete their first back-to-back of 
the season, will Brind’Amour stick with Andersen again? 

“Maybe. We’ll see,” Brind’Amour said with a hint of a smile. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Carolina breaks franchise record with 6-0-0 start 

By Sara Civian  

Before the season started, I asked Hurricanes head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour which player he thought would have a 
breakout season. 

“We’re expecting bigger and better things from everybody,” 
he said, after laughing that the question was a trap. “You 
always talk about the younger guys breaking out, but why 
can’t Slavo (Jaccob Slavin) have a better year? Why not 
Pesh (Brett Pesce)? We want everyone to get a little better. 
Otherwise, we’re just not going to be good enough.” 

The expectation that every player had to be bigger and better 
seemed unrealistic at the time, and it’s not going to happen 
every night. But six games in, a spotless 6-0-0 record and I 
understand what Brind’Amour really meant. 

He meant players straying from their usual roles and pitching 
in however necessary to win. At times, that’s meant a “first 
line” centered by Sebastian Aho taking a backseat with 
scoring and focusing on the defensive matchup. That’s 
meant everyone on the power play and everyone on the 
penalty kill, and everyone doing everything in all of those 
roles. That’s meant a “third line” centered by Jordan Staal 
having a scoring awakening — although Staal did go against 
Patrice Bergeron almost every time Thursday and came out 
on top. 

“I like our team. I really do,” Staal said postgame. “I like the 
way we work and I like the things we’re doing out there. The 
roles guys are in and the way they understand how to win 
games. We’re starting to learn that. It’s not always pretty — 
we’ve said that before — but we’ve continued to give 
ourselves a chance to win every night.” 

On Thursday alone, the Canes had a penalty kill the crowd 
cheered louder for than the goals. 

“(The penalty kill was) the game,” Brind’Amour said. “Those 
were really crucial moments, and it was a great effort from 
those guys out there. Freddie was great tonight, but the 
penalty killers in those crucial times stepped up.” 

The Hurricanes killed five penalties overall, including two 
five-on-three opportunities and three penalties in the third 
period (1:01 of a two-man advantage occurred in the third). 

“Yeah, not many times you can kill back-to-back five-on-
threes,” Tony DeAngelo said. “I know the first one was only 
about 25 seconds, but our penalty killers have been … I think 
they are in the 90th percentile or something like that, so 
they’ve been great all year. We’ve got guys that win faceoffs, 
block shots, good sticks. They’re doing a great job.” 

Then there was Jordan Martinook, dishing the puck to Pesce 
for a chance on the power play. This, of course, came after 
Freddie Andersen’s 10th career assist, and before 
Andersen’s first shutout as a Hurricane. 

“There’s so much randomness to hockey, that it’s hard to 
string games together,” Brind’Amour said. “But when you 
have your goalie making saves for you, it certainly helps your 
chances.” 

We got Jesperi Kotkaniemi directly impacting two goals with 
his net-front presence, score-sheet presence be damned. 

“Especially early, I felt like he was good,” Brind’Amour told 
me. “That’s what we need out of him. He doesn’t have to be 
a killer every night. He just needs to play well. Tonight, he 
was involved. He made some nice plays, he was at the net 
for one of the goals. That’s what we need out of him. 

The 2021-22 Canes became the 26th team in NHL history 
and the first in their own history to start the season with a six-
game win streak after beating the Bruins 3-0 on Thursday. 
As expected, the coach couldn’t have cared less that he 
broke his own record. A quote couldn’t do this facial 
expression justice, just start this video at 2:02. 

“It’s something to write about, I guess,” joked the captain 
who is so clearly an extension of the coach. 

They both did seem pleased about that one, huge 
expectation: full-team buy-in. 

• It’s about time for the first vibe check of the season. 

(As an arrogant Bostonian myself, I appreciated this one.) 

• Speaking of Freddie for Vezina, you might recall a 
discussion that felt ridiculous at the time. 

Andersen just became the seventh goalie in NHL history to 
win each of a team’s first six games and the second to win 
each of a team’s first six games of a season in his first 
campaign with the club — tying Frank McCool’s record. “I 
don’t really care about that stuff,” he said. 

What does he care about? Probably stopping 149 of the last 
154 shots he’s seen, standing tall for a shutout featuring five 
penalty kills Thursday, his 1.33 goals-against average and 
his .956 save percentage. Oh, and the 6-0-0 record. 

• Peace, love and Andrei Svechnikov empty-netters. 

• I hung out with David Ayres last night and he told me he 
almost broke his thumb cranking the siren Monday, but he 
couldn’t stop and let you guys down. His thumbnail was very 
bruised, folks. What a gem. 
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• Maybe Slavin should consider taking more penalties, he’s 
been playing absolutely outstanding ever since that rare trip 
to the sin bin against the Leafs. 

• I like the new in-game host. 

• So, Steven Lorentz’s family was in the building to watch 
him play in the NHL for the first time ever tonight. As you can 

imagine, he’s got such a sweet family, and here’s your 
heartwarming story to end the evening: Lorentz’s girlfriend’s 
late grandfather was a huge Maple Leafs fan, and it was his 
dream to see Lorentz score a goal against the Leafs. He 
would have loved this one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes beat Bruins to improve to 6-0-0 for first time in franchise history 

The Hurricanes defeated the Bruins 3-0 on Thursday night to 
improve their record to 6-0-0, marking the best start in 
franchise history. Carolina is one of two undefeated teams in 
the NHL, along with the Florida Panthers (7-0-0), after the St. 
Louis Blues lost to the Colorado Avalanche later Thursday. 

Andrei Svechnikov leads the way with 10 points on the 
season, including a goal in the win over the Bruins. 

Sebastian Aho, who recorded an assist Thursday, is right 
behind with eight points. Both lead Carolina in goals scored 
with six and four, respectively.  

Between the pipes, Frederik Andersen has gotten the 
starting nod in all six games. Thursday's effort was 
Andersen's first shutout of the year.  
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Category 5: Hurricanes prepare for 3 games in 4 nights 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes play the first of three home 
games in four nights when Boston visits PNC Arena on 
Thursday. Coach Rod Brind’Amour called a visit from the 
Bruins a “big test.” Boston, which twice bounced Carolina 
from the playoffs (in the 2019 Eastern Conference and in the 
bubble in 2020), is coming off a 4-1 loss in Florida on 
Wednesday and sits at 3-2-0 on the young season. 

1. The reason the Bruins are always a threat? Start with The 
Perfection Line, made up of center Patrice Bergeron and 
wingers Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak. 

“They’re a great group, and they have been for a long time,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And it’s not just the talent that they have 
— that’s the obvious stuff. It’s they work at it. You watch how 
they play. Talk about doing it right, they do it right. But it’s 
that commitment to how hard they do it, and that’s why 
they’ve had success for a long time.” 

Defenseman Brett Pesce said slowing down the trio comes 
down to being fundamentally sound. 

“That’s a good line,” he said. “Do what you can to challenge 
and just have good gaps on them. Minimize their time and 
space — any of those guys get a little time they’re gonna 
make plays, so you got to be in their face all night.” 

Chances are the forward line of Jordan Staal centering 
Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter will see their fair share of 
Boston’s No. 1 line on Thursday. 

“I think the biggest thing is just outwork them and play smart 
and do the little things right,” Niederreiter said. 

2. It’s a new role for Niederreiter, who has spent much of his 
career with high-scoring linemates. He said playing with 
Staal means being more responsible. 

“Sometimes it’s good to simplify your game,” Niederreiter 
said, “and I think that’s what’s been working very well. 
Sometimes you look for an extra play when you play with 
some very high-end skill guys like (Teuvo Teravainen) or 
(Sebastian Aho). With Jordan, you play simply, get pucks in 
deep and you outwork them.” 

It’s worked for the line this season. The trio has combined for 
five even-strength goals — three for Fast and two for 
Niederreiter, including his Monday — while helping Carolina 
to allow just eight total goals through five wins. 

What could have been a tough spot for Niederreiter, who is 
in a contract year, has instead showcased that he’s more 
than just a finisher who needs to play top minutes to be 
effective. 

“That just says we trust him to be able to do that,” 
Brind’Amour said of putting Niederreiter on Staal’s wing. “But 
he’s still — Nino’s got to do what he’s got to do, like he did 
the other night. That’s what he’s on that line to do.” 

3. Don’t ever make the mistake of using the word “checking” 
in the same sentence as mentioning Staal. In asking 
Brind’Amour on Wednesday about Niederreiter playing 
alongside the Carolina captain, I said, “I don’t want to say it’s 
a checking role” when trying to ask the coach about how 
Niederreiter has adapted to his new assignment. 

All Brind’Amour heard was “Staal” and “checking.” 

“That’s your perception of Jordan Staal,” Brind’Amour said. 
“You just said, ‘more of a checking man,’ I’m like, ‘No.’ He 
gets tougher matchups because he’s a better player than 
maybe other guys to defend. But I view that as an offensive 
situation to play with a guy like that. Creating …  turnovers 
and doing it right, I think anybody wants to play with him. So I 
get your point, but I guess I don’t agree with it.” 

Niederreiter did say he thinks a bit differently in his new spot. 

“Playing with Jordo, most of the time we play against the 
best player on the other team and try to shut them down and, 
at the same time, try to create offense,” Niederreiter said. 
“So it’s been working very well. Obviously, it’s been a little bit 
different, but it’s been fun. … Sometimes you want to try to 
do a little more of a risky play,” Niederreiter said, “and then 
you know who’s on the opposite (side). So sometimes you 
kind of take the safer route out.” 

4. Niederreiter has also been on Carolina’s second power 
play unit, which is seeing approximately 100 seconds of 
action a game — compared to about 280 seconds for the top 
unit. 

“You gotta take care of business with the time you have,” 
Niederreiter said. “I think that’s what’s been our biggest thing 
for our unit. I think once we get out there, you got to make 
sure we’re being solid, making good plays, good decisions 
with the puck, and hopefully we can get a couple goals that 
way.” 

So far, it’s worked. The Hurricanes’ fourth-ranked power play 
is converting at a 31.6% clip early in the year, with five goals 
coming from the top unit (that includes an Aho empty-netter 
in Montreal) and Staal getting one with PP2. 

Pesce earned an assist on that Staal goal, and he’s enjoying 
another chance at running the point on the second group. 

“It’s fun. It’s exciting,” he said. 

The thing he likes most? 
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“You get to play offense,” he said. “It’s always fun when you 
don’t have to block a shot. That’s a little different.” 

He’s also using what he’s learned as a top penalty killer and 
applied it to trying to be successful on the power play. 

“Just get pucks to the net,” he said. “I’ve been killing for a 
while, and when they throw pucks on the net, it just creates 
havoc and chaos. And at the end of the day, they have an 
extra guy, so they’re gonna outman you in front until it takes 
a bounce and it’s in the back of your net. So I think that’s the 
key to breaking down kills.” 

5. A quick moment to acknowledge Kyle Beach. The strength 
and vulnerability he showed in revealing himself as the John 
Doe of the Chicago Blackhawks sexual abuse scandal show 
immeasurable courage, as does his initial efforts to have the 
decade-old incident investigated. 

There’s a reckoning coming — more than what’s already 
happened with the resignations of Chicago executives Stan 

Bowman and Al MacIsaac — and it doesn’t happen without 
Beach putting himself front and center. 

“It adds more when someone can stand up in front of it and 
say this is what happened, makes it more personal for sure,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. “And to home, right? It 
hits home a lot harder. You’ve gotta give him credit for that. 
And then the people that are also stepping up to validate it, I 
think that says a lot.” 

The fallout will certainly continue. The fates of Florida coach 
Joel Quenneville and Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, who 
were both executives with Blackhawks at the time and have 
made conflicting statements about their knowledge of the 
assault, are still up in the air, and others will surely be 
entangled. 

The two biggest things we can hope for: 1) That Kyle Beach 
finds some peace in taking this step in his recovery; and 2) 
That when this happens again — as it unfortunately will — 
the lessons learned from the collective failure of the hockey 
community will result in swift justice. 

Andersen posts shutout, Hurricanes stay perfect with win over Bruins 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Coming into Thursday’s game against the 
Bruins, it was hard to think of anything more Frederik 
Andersen could do that he hadn’t already done in his first five 
games with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

He thought of a couple more. 

Andersen made 33 saves for his first shutout with the 
Hurricanes and added a power play assist in Carolina’s 3-0 
win over Boston in front of 16,093 at PNC Arena. 

“He’s been a rock, for sure,” captain Jordan Staal said. 
“You’re not going to win that many games in a row without 
having great goaltending. But he’s everything that’s been 
advertised.” 

But it was more than Andersen leading the way for Carolina. 
The Staal line outplayed Boston’s Perfection Line, and the 
Hurricanes again won the special teams battle. 

The penalty kill was particularly effective, allowing just two 
shots on goal in a combined 80 seconds during two 5-on-3s. 

“Those are real crucial moments, and we got a great effort by 
those guys that were out there,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Obviously, Freddie was great tonight. But the penalty 
killed, in those crucial times, stepped up.” 

In an opening period played entirely at even strength, 
Carolina again scored first to put the pressure on their 
opponents. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei passed to Tony DeAngelo for a 
one-timer, and the shot got through a Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
screen and past goalie Jeremy Swayman (21 saves) to make 
it 1-0 at 15:16 of the opening frame. 

“I made too many turnovers with the puck, I didn’t love that. 
But yeah, confidence-wise it was nice,” DeAngelo said of his 
first goal with the Hurricanes. “It was a good bounce — 
lucky, to be honest. So it doesn’t do much for me. I gotta 
keep playing better.” 

That’s been a theme from Brind’Amour throughout his team’s 
franchise-best 6-0-0 start — keep improving. 

“Everything has to go your way too,” Brind’Amour said of the 
unbeaten start to the season. “Get a bounce here or there. 
… So that’s why it’s harder. There’s a lot of randomness.” 

The most fortunate bounce came in the second period, and 
Nino Niederreiter was the beneficiary. 

On the power play, Niederreiter received a pass on the left 
wing and rushed into the zone. His centering pass to 
Kotkaniemi deflected off Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort 
and went in the goal to give the Hurricanes a 2-0 advantage 
at 13:35 off the middle frame. 

Andersen was even credited with an assist on the goal. 

But it was what Andersen did in net that was again the story 
of the night. Andersen now boasts an otherworldly 1.33 
goals-against average and .956 save percentage, and he 
also improved his regular season record against the Bruins 
to 13-3-0. He, like the Hurricanes, was knocked out of the 
postseason twice by the Bruins in recent years, making the 
win a little sweeter. 

“The stakes are not as high, but I think you just worry about 
that one game, and that’s the game tonight,” Andersen said. 
“Everyone wants to beat the team across them, and 
obviously having some history just adds a little bit to it.” 

The Hurricanes have made history of their own with their fast 
start, but there’s no time to celebrate. The Blackhawks are in 
Raleigh waiting to play Friday night at PNC Arena, and then 
the Coyotes come to town for a Sunday matinee. 

“These games are tough because you play and then you’ve 
got to turn around and do it again and not having a letdown,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We haven’t had take-a-breath kind of 
thing yet, and that’s obviously a good sign. So I don’t want to 
see that tomorrow.” 
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Gold: Streaking Canes meet Bruins at home 

By Adam Gold  

The last time the Boston Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes saw 
each other it was in an empty building in Toronto. The Canes 
had just swept the Rangers in the qualifying round of the 
2020 Bubble Hockey tournament while Boston went from the 
best record in the east before the pause to the worst record 
of the top four teams in the exhibitions. 

Those two occurrences, coupled with the Penguins 
surprising loss to the Canadiens, left Boston and Carolina 
alone in the ring for the second straight year. 

In 2019, Carolina’s surprising playoff run through 
Washington and the Islanders came to a screeching halt in a 
4-0 sweep at the hands of the Bruins. Some 15 months later, 
the Canes were better, but not quite there yet and 
succumbed to the B’s in five games. Either way, whether 
through postseason meetings or the fact that Carolina 
masqueraded as the Whalers against Boston -- twice -- in 
the 2018-19 season, this match up has a bit of a rivalry feel 
to it. 

Sure, there’s no Zdeno Chara or David Krejci or Tukka Rask 
for Boston. But, there’s also no Justin Williams or Dougie 
Hamilton or Petr Mrazek, either. Yet, the core remains for 
each. 

Boston still boasts the “perfection line” of Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand and David Patrnak. Charlie McAvoy has 
stepped into a featured role on the blue line. And, Bruce 
Cassidy is one of the top coaches in the NHL. 

The Canes have more of the original cast than do the Bruins, 
but they will introduce Frederik Andersen, Tony DeAngelo 
and Ethan Bear to this series. For Freddie, who has been A+ 
good through five starts, he’s no stranger to the Bruins. This 
will be his 16th career start against Boston and all he’s done 
in the previous 15 is post a 12-3-0 mark with a .926 SV%. 

Sebastian Aho, already off to a strong start with 4 goals in 
his first five games this year, has had success against the 
Bruins. In 10 games, Aho has 8 goals and a dozen points. 
Linemate Teuvo Teravainen has also had success. Turbo’s 
posted 12 points (5g, 7a) in 13 games against Boston. 

As for the guys on the other side, Bergeron, Marchand and 
Pastrnak have been as advertised. Combining for 32 goals 
and 68 points against the Hurricanes. 

The B’s are 3-2-0 on the year, coming off of a 4-1 loss in 
Florida last night. The Hurricanes are off to a franchise best 
5-0-0 start with their latest result a 4-1 win over the Maple 
Leafs on Monday. 

Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell rolls at 6:30, then the 
action begins just after 7:00 with Mike Maniscalco and Tripp 
Tracy on the call on 99.9 the Fan. Don’t forget to follow the 
Canes Corner Podcast (wherever you get your podcasts). 
There’s a new episode following every Hurricanes game. 
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Hurricanes Welcome Scott Burnside As Special Contributor 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes are proud to 
announce the addition of award-winning hockey journalist 
Scott Burnside to the club's content team. 

Burnside, who has been covering hockey since 1997, will 
serve as a special contributor to the team, producing editorial 
content, participating in CanesCast podcasts and making 
appearances on Bally Sports South Hurricanes broadcasts. 

The role will come in addition to Burnside's role as a regular 
contributor to DailyFaceoff.com, where he also is a member 
of their podcasting and streaming shows. 

Previously, he has spent 13 years at ESPN, over three 
seasons with The Athletic and also been a member of the 
Dallas Stars content production.   

Along with his wealth of hockey of experience in hockey, 
Burnside is also the co-author of a best-selling crime book, 
Deadly Innocence. 

 

Preview: Canes vs. Bruins 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Entering with a record of 5-0-0, the Canes 
will go for an all-time best of six straight wins to start the 
season tonight as they take on the Boston Bruins. 

When: Thursday, October 28, 7 p.m. 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

PROJECTED LINEUP 

Canes Record: 5-0-0 (10 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan Division) 
Canes Last Game: 4-1 Win vs. the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Monday, October 25 

Bruins Record: 3-1-0 (6 Points, 6th - Atlantic Division) 
Bruins Last Game: 4-1 Loss vs. the Florida Panthers on 
Wednesday, October 27 

Tracking The Storylines 
A Chance To Be The Best: For the second time in team 
history the Canes have a chance to win six straight games to 
begin a season. Just two years ago the team also began 5-0-
0, but dropped their sixth game, thus ending their streak at 
that time. Tonight the crew can cement their onset as the 
roster with the best start ever with a win. 

Andersen's History of His Own: Along with making history as 
a part of the team's efforts above, Canes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen can etch his name in the league's history books 
with another win. Should the team emerge victorious, 
Andersen would become the first goaltender in NHL history 
to start a season 6-0-0 through the first six games with a new 
team. The Danish netminder also enters tonight having 
allowed just one goal in the club's last three games. 

Svech's Start: In addition to the team game and Andersen's 
magnificent play, Andrei Svechnikov's nine points in five 
games cannot be overlooked. Sure, two of his goals have 
come in empty net fashion, but him being on the ice in those 
situations presents those opportunities. Six of the nine total 
points have come at even strength, which can't be 
discounted either. 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is two goals shy of 100 
NHL goals. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Tonight the team will be 
wearing their red home sweaters 

Merch Item of the Game: View tonight's Item of the Game, a 
ladies 3/4 sleeve tee, along with several other Canes 
merchandise items on CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Recap: Andersen Shuts Out Bruins, Canes Make Franchise History Thursday 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
scorching hot start to their season Thursday night, taking 
down the Boston Bruins by a score of 3-0. 

Andersen Shuts The Door 

We're only six games into the campaign and it feels as if the 
amount of unique words left to describe the performances 
from Canes goaltender Frederik Andersen has been 
exhausted. 

As incredible as he has been, tonight he reached a new 
level, stopping all 33 shots faced along the way to record his 
first shutout as a member of the team. 

There were several high pressure situations that he went up 
against, including five power plays for Boston's dangerous 
units. Twice they were afforded five-on-three opportunities, 
one of which came during a crucial point in the game during 
the third period and in all situations Andersen was up to the 
task. 

Tonight was his 20th career NHL shutout and his second 
most recorded saves thus far this season, second only to his 
38 in Nashville on Saturday, October 16. 

Niederreiter Rewarded 

Seemingly from the opening puck drop Nino Niederreiter had 
an energy about his game that ultimately concluded with his 
best output of the season. While all of his efforts tonight may 
not show up in terms of point production, #21 felt as if he 
was all over the ice for the Canes the entire night. 

Starting with a backhand setup with his back turned to the 
goal amid a board battle to Jesper Fast, Niederreiter then 
became further noticeable toward the end of the first with a 
sizeable reverse hit on a Bruin. Carrying the puck into the 
attacking zone, the Swiss forward turned his back to 
defender Brandon Carlo and while shielding the puck, 
bumped Carlo back a stride to grab some space. 

In the second Niederreiter was rewarded with his third goal 
of the season, coming on the power play. Streaking up the 
left wing following a zone entry, he attempted to connect a 
pass to Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who was working his way toward 
the front of the Bruins net. Instead it caught the skate of 
Boston defenseman Derek Forbort, deflecting past an 
unsuspecting Jeremy Swayman to give Carolina a two-goal 
lead. 

On top of his tally, Niederreiter paced the Canes with four 
shots on goal tonight during his 15:12 of ice time.  

Franchise History 

For the first time in team history the club is 6-0-0. 

Andersen has undoubtedly been the biggest storyline during 
the first half-dozen games, however, the overall effort of the 
team can't be understated. The team currently has a league-
low eight goals against, the last club in the NHL to be in 
single digits in that category. 

Armed with a goal differential of +17, tonight's contest was 
too early to be deemed a "statement win", but Head Coach 
Rod Brind'Amour wasn't shy in sharing that tonight's victory 
carried a little extra zest, primarily just in terms of taking 
down a very good Boston club. 

With an empty net goal tonight Andrei Svechnikov improved 
his season total to ten points in six games, another highlight, 
despite not having his best performance Thursday. 

They Said It: 

Jordan Staal on the crowd inside PNC Arena, which was 
vocally engaged throughout: 

"It was a good crowd. It seems like whenever Boston comes 
in there's always a little added atmosphere to it. Our bench 
has been through a lot against that team and we wanted to 
have a good showing tonight. That's a very good team and to 
go out on top here is awesome." 

Tony DeAngelo  on recording his first goal as a member of 
the club: 

"Honestly, I didn't like my play with the puck tonight. I thought 
I made too many turnovers with the puck and I didn't love 
that, but confidence-wise it's nice. I'm lucky, to be honest, so 
I've got to keep playing better." 

Rod Brind'Amour on what aspect of tonight's performance 
he'd like to see tomorrow night: 

"These [back-to-back] games are tough because you play 
and then you have to turn around, do it again and not have a 
letdown. We haven't had a letdown or a 'take a breath' type 
of thing yet and that's a good sign, so I don't want to see that 
tomorrow." 

What's Next? 

The club is right back at it tomorrow night, same time, same 
place. The winless Chicago Blackhawks come to town for the 
Canes third home game during the four-contest stretch. 
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Hurricanes shut out Bruins, remain undefeated 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes remained 
undefeated with a 3-0 win against the Boston Bruins at PNC 
Arena on Thursday. 

Frederik Andersen made 33 saves for his first shutout with 
Carolina, which won its franchise-record sixth straight game 
to start the season. 

"Our goaltending through these six games has been elite, 
and obviously, that's helped," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Everything has to go your way. You get a 
bounce here, a bounce there. Tonight, we got the bounces, 
really the [first] two goals." 

Tony DeAngelo, Nino Niederreiter and Andrei Svechnikov 
scored from the Hurricanes. Andersen also had an assist in 
his 20th NHL shutout. 

"I'm just happy to be winning," Andersen said. "That's our 
goal every night, and I think that's what matters. Just one of 
those games where you battle, and I think I got a lot of good 
help from the guys." 

Jeremy Swayman made 21 saves for the Bruins (3-3-0), who 
were shut out for the first time this season. Boston has lost 
two in a row after a 4-1 loss at the Florida Panthers on 
Wednesday. 

"I think we kept coming against a good team, a rested team," 
Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said. "A little different luck 
around the net and I think it's a different outcome. It's a 
couple games in a row we haven't been able to generate 
much, so obviously, we've got to look at that." 

DeAngelo scored his first goal with the Hurricanes for a 1-0 
lead at 15:16 of the first period. DeAngelo one-timed Brady 
Skjei's pass from the left point. The puck appeared to 
redirect off the stick of Boston defenseman Brandon Carlo, 
with Jesperi Kotkaniemi in front of the net for Carolina. 

"Any time the goalie can't see us, it makes it easier for the 
puck to go in somehow," DeAngelo said. "Our forwards, all 
12 of them, do a great job of getting there. We always have 
traffic. " 

Carolina made it 2-0 on the power play when Niederreiter's 
centering pass deflected off the left skate of Bruins 
defenseman Derek Forbort and past Swayman at 13:35 of 
the second. 

Svechnikov scored an empty-net goal with 25 seconds 
remaining in the third to extend his point streak to six games 
(six goals, four assists). Aho earned the secondary assist to 
extend his six-game point streak (four goals, four assists). 

The Hurricanes killed three penalties in the third period, 
including 1:01 of a two-man advantage. 

"We just haven't gotten the end result," Cassidy said. 
"[Carolina] pressed hard. They're a good penalty-killing team, 
but we had to finish the 5-on-3. One went by the back post 
and (Taylor) Hall missed a bunny, a tap-in. I still think we're 
turning down some shots that we typically get from the right 
elbow from (David Pastrnak) that plays into the bumper to 
(Patrice Bergeron). The shot tips we typically make were not 
as clean." 

NOTES: The previous best start for the Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers was 5-0-0 in 2019-20. … Andersen's six-game 
winning streak is third-best in Hurricanes/Whalers history 
(Cam Ward, nine, 2008-09; Martin Gerber (seven, 2005-06). 
… The Bruins had 46 hits. … DeAngelo's goal was the first 
by a Carolina defenseman this season. … The Hurricanes 
have killed all 11 penalties in three home games. … 
Defenseman Jakub Zboril was minus-1 with one shot and 
four hits in 15:03 of ice time in his season debut for the 
Bruins. 
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Carolina plays Chicago on 6-game win streak 

Chicago Blackhawks (0-5-2, seventh in the Central) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (6-0-0, second in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -191, 
Blackhawks +160; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina will attempt to prolong its six-game 
win streak with a victory over Chicago. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall and 20-3-5 at home a 
season ago. The Hurricanes averaged 3.5 penalties and 7.4 
penalty minutes per game. 

Chicago went 24-25-7 overall during the 2020-21 season 
while going 11-14-3 on the road. Goalies for the Blackhawks 
compiled a .903 save percentage while giving up 3.1 goals 
on 33.6 shots per game last season. 

The matchup Friday is the first meeting of the season for the 
two teams. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Blackhawks: Riley Stillman: day to day (health protocols), 
Jujhar Khaira: day to day (health protocols), Patrick Kane: 
day to day (health protocols), Henrik Borgstrom: day to day 
(health protocols). 
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Andersen’s shutout sends Hurricanes to franchise-best start 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Frederik Andersen made 33 saves 
for his first shutout with Carolina, giving the Hurricanes their 
best six-game start in franchise history with a 3-0 win over 
the Boston Bruins on Thursday night. 

The Hurricanes are 6-0-0 — an opening streak that’s one 
game longer than two seasons ago. 

“It’s a good feeling winning games and we want to continue 
to do that,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “We’ve 
strung together a great and we want to keep banking the 
points.” 

They’ve also only used Andersen in goal this season. He 
became the seventh goalie in NHL history to win each of his 
team’s first six games of a season. 

“One of those games where you battle and I think I got a lot 
of good help from the guys,” Andersen said. 

Tony DeAngelo and Nino Niederreiter scored for the 
Hurricanes, and Andrei Svechnikov added an empty-net 
goal. 

The Bruins lost to an unbeaten team for the second night in a 
row after falling 4-1 to the Florida Panthers a night earlier in 
the start of a two-game road trip. 

“You have to think both games were very winnable,” Boston 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. “A little different luck around the 
net and I think it’s a different outcome.” 

Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman stopped 21 shots. 

The Hurricanes killed all three of Boston’s third-period power 
plays, including 61 seconds of a two-man advantage. That 
allowed Andersen to secure his first shutout since March 
2020, when he was with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“You’re not going to win that many games in a row without 
having great goaltending,” Staal said. 

The Hurricanes hold a 92% rate (23 for 25) on penalty kills 
this season. 

DeAngelo, who was signed in the offseason, recorded his 
first goal with the Hurricanes. 

Niederreiter’s goal came 18 seconds into a second-period 
power play. He made a pass toward the crease, with the 
puck bouncing off Boston defenseman Derek Forbort. 

“We got the bounces,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We got the crazy goal. Really, two goals bouncing off things 
and go in the net. If it goes the other way, we don’t win the 
game.” 

That goal included an assist for Andersen for his first point of 
the season and the 10th point of his NHL career. 

AN ‘A’ FOR ANDERSON 

With the assist, Andersen became the second Carolina 
goalie to post a shutout and record an assist in the same 
game. Arturs Irbe did it on March 30, 2002. That also came 
against the Bruins. 

“That was a good bounce for us,” Andersen said of the 
sequence he began by making a pass from behind his own 
net. 

Only 11 active NHL goalies have a double-digit career point 
total. 

OFFENSE FOR D-MAN 

DeAngelo’s goal was the first goal by a Carolina defenseman 
this season. 

“Confidence-wise, it’s nice,” DeAngelo said. “I got to keep 
playing better.” 

Brady Skjei, who had been his teammate from 2017-20 with 
the New York Rangers, was credited with an assist. 

SCORING DROUGHT 

The Bruins posted at least three goals in each of their first 
four games. They’ve been held to just one goal on 64 shots 
the past two games. “Right now, it’s not going in for a couple 
of guys,” Cassidy said. “We needed the end result. We have 
to finish.” 

UP NEXT 

Bruins: Host the Florida Panthers on Saturday in a rematch 
of Wednesday night’s game in Florida. 

Hurricanes: Host the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday night to 
complete their first back-to-back of the season. 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Blackhawks lose on and off the ice 

By James O'Brien 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida Panthers 

Bob stopped 30 of 31 shots faced during a 4-1 win over the 
Bruins. It’s the first time the goaltender has won each of his 
first five starts of a season. The win pushed the Panthers to 
7-0-0 to begin the year, three wins away fro matching the 
longest win streak in franchise history. 

NHL injury, COVID news 

 Nikita Kucherov injury update: he’s expected to 
miss 8-10 weeks after undergoing a procedure for a 
lower-body injury. Click here to read more. 

 Sidney Crosby could return for the Penguins as 
early as Thursday. 

 Drew Doughty‘s expected to miss at least eight 
weeks with a lower-body injury. The Kings also lost 
another defenseman, Sean Walker, for the rest of 
the season. 

 Jets forward Mark Scheifele remains in COVID 
protocol, but Blake Wheeler was removed from the 
NHL’s list. 

 Jonathan Toews played on Wednesday, while other 
Blackhawks staff and players remain in COVID 
protocol. 

Highlights from Wednesday in the NHL 

Anthony Duclair with a great goal he was able to squeeze 
into a tiny window against Linus Ullmark: 

Not sure if “highlight” is the right way to describe this strange 
moment between Evgeny Kuznetsov and the … manager 
trying to hand Dylan Larkin a stick? 

As much as the Maple Leafs have struggled, William 
Nylander‘s been great. In an important win, Nylander scored 
a cool and calculated OT goal: 

The Flyers-Oilers gave us a wild finish to their opening 
period during Philadelphia’s 5-3 win. Connor McDavid scored 
his seventh of the year with 17.8 seconds left to tie the game 
at two. But Cam Atkinson answered with 0.7 seconds to go 
to give the Flyers their lead back. 

Wednesday’s NHL takeaways 

NHL, Blackhawks, Panthers have a lot to learn following Kyle 
Beach interview 

The hockey world is still coming to grips with Kyle Beach’s 
candid, heartbreaking, and courageous interview. 

Among other things, Beach hopes that people learn from 
this, so it doesn’t happen this way again. His hopes extend 
beyond the NHL, hockey, and even sports. 

Unfortunately, people are failing early tests. 

After the Beach interview aired, the Blackhawks put out a 
press release apologizing for “then-executives” and their 
“delay taking action” regarding allegations made toward Brad 
Aldrich. During that interview with TSN’s Rick Westhead, 
Beach said he believed Joel Quenneville took a position that 
“winning a Stanley Cup was more important than 
[addressing] sexual assault.” 

The second paragraph also trumpeted “a new leadership 
team that is committed to winning championships.” 

“Tone deaf” is a generous description of the Blackhawks’ 
statement regarding Beach’s interview. 

Also tone deaf: Joel Quenneville appearing behind the 
Florida Panthers’ bench following the release of the internal 
investigation, and Beach’s interview. At the absolute 
minimum, it would seem wise for Quenneville to at least wait 
until his planned Thursday meeting with Gary Bettman 
before reappearing as Panthers head coach. 

Instead, Quenneville’s work was uninterrupted beyond what 
was essentially a Wednesday non-statement. 

After the Panthers beat the Bruins, Quenneville was not 
made available to the media. Instead, Panthers GM Bill Zito 
made this announcement. 

NHLPA Executive Director Donald Fehr released a 
statement late Wednesday night in response to the 
Blackhawks report which noted Beach informed union 
representatives of the abuse: 

“Kyle Beach has been through a horrific experience and has 
shown true courage in telling his story. There is no doubt that 
the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we 
are part of that system.  

In his media interview, Mr. Beach stated that several months 
after the incident he told someone at the NHLPA the details 
of what happened to him. He is referring to one of the 
program doctors with the NHL/NHLPA player assistance 
program. While this program is confidential between players 
and the doctors, the grave nature of this incident should have 
resulted in further action on our part. The fact that it did not 
was a serious failure. I am truly sorry, and I am committed to 
making changes to ensure it does not happen again.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 29, 2021 

 

In other notable situations, the NHL and its teams have been 
slow to respond to similar challenges. Ideally, the league will 
make the right decisions in the long run to prevent similar 
things from happening, and to hold those involved fully 
accountable. 

So far, the results aren’t very promising, though. 

Panthers remain undefeated, but not unblemished 

Normally, an exciting Panthers team improving to 7-0-0 
would be a feel-good story. And, indeed, it’s nice to see 
Anthony Duclair truly establish himself as a lethal scorer in 
the NHL. 

But Joel Quenneville remaining behind the Panthers’ bench 
dampens just about all of those sunny feelings. Especially 
since the Panthers elected to have Bill Zito give the media an 
elaborate “no comment” after the game. 

As a team that’s been irrelevant for ages, the Panthers need 
to fight that much more for attention. By not putting 
Quenneville on leave (at minimum), that decision will draw 
nearly all of the attention. 

Thursday’s big story 

Beyond Bettman – Quenneville meeting — Bruins clash with 
Hurricanes 

Again, the hockey world fixates on the fallout from the 
Blackhawks lawsuits. If everyday life doesn’t already put 
single hockey games in perspective, Kyle Beach bravely 
sharing his experiences should do the trick. 

That’s the biggest story in hockey right now. And it will 
remain on the tip of tongues, especially if the feeling lingers 
that those in power aren’t reacting properly. 

As far as Thursday’s biggest on-ice NHL story goes, it’s likely 
the Bruins serving as a barometer for another undefeated 
team. The Hurricanes are 5-0-0, and have the rest 
advantage over Boston. On paper, Carolina should then be 
considerable favorites. We’ll see what happens on the ice, 
though. 

(But, yeah, much of the focus will involve at least one 
meeting happening off the ice on Thursday.) 

Wednesday’s NHL scores 

Panthers 4, Bruins 1 
Maple Leafs 3, Blackhawks 2 (OT) 
Red Wings 3, Capitals 2 (OT) 
Golden Knights 3, Stars 2 (OT) 
Flyers 5, Oilers 3 

PHT Select Team  
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NHL Rink Wrap: Markstrom dominates again; Hurricanes stay unbeaten 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player from Thursday in the NHL 

Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

There might not be a player that has been better this week 
across the entire NHL than the Flames goaltender. 

Markstrom helped the Flames complete a perfect road trip 
and extend their current winning streak to five games with an 
impressive 45-save shutout in Pittsburgh on Thursday night. 

That is his second shutout in the past three games, a stretch 
that has seen him allow just one total goal. 

Sure, the Penguins lineup is playing without its top five 
players but they still generated some great looks on 
Thursday and Markstrom was more than up to the challenge 
all night. 

Highlights from Thursday in the NHL 

Sean Couturier wasted no time getting the Philadelphia 
Flyers on the board in Vancouver. He is having a fantastic 
start to the season. 

Johnny Gaudreau has been really good so far for this season 
for the Flames and he finally got rewarded with his first goal 
of the season on Thursday, and it was a beauty of a play. 

The Buffalo Sabres let a 3-0 lead slip away in Anaheim but 
then still won in overtime to continue their surprising start. 

Jordan Binnington certainly earned his 10-minute 
misconduct: 

Three Takeaways from Thursday in the NHL 

Andersen helps Hurricanes stay unbeaten  

Frederik Andersen has been sensational for the Carolina 
Hurricanes so far this season and is a big reason they are 
now 6-0 on the season. 

He stopped all 33 shots he faced in a 3-0 shutout win on 
Thursday, while also recording an assist. 

He has played in all six Carolina games this season and after 
Thursday’s shutout has a save percentage in the .950 range. 

Goaltending was always going to be the big question mark 
for this Hurricanes team this season given the questions 
around Andersen and Antti Raanta. Could they rebound from 
down years? Would they stay healthy? Will they be the 
goalies to get them to the Stanley Cup Final? So far 
Andersen has been more than ready for the challenge. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois is having a bounce back season 

This is a huge development for the Winnipeg Jets. After a 
disappointing start to his Jets career following the trade from 
Columbus a year ago, Dubois is having an incredible start to 
the season and continued that on Thursday with a pair of 
goals to help the Jets pull off a 3-2 win in Los Angeles. 

With that effort on Thursday he now has six goals and nine 
total points in the Jets’ first seven games this season. 

He has always been a top-line talent with enormous 
potential, and if he puts it all together for the Jets that gives 
them another impact player at the top of the lineup. 

Jake Allen shines for Canadiens 

Josh Anderson had a goal and an assist for the Canadiens in 
their 4-0 win over San Jose, but it was Jake Allen that stole 
the show stopping all 45 shots he faced for the shutout. 

A lot of things have gone wrong for the Canadiens so far this 
season, but this performance was a bright spot in an 
otherwise dismal start. Allen has had to take over the starting 
role with Carey Price currently sidelined, and given the 
shortcomings of the roster they are going to need more 
performances like that to turn their season around. 

Friday’s big story 

It is in Detroit where the Red Wings are hosting the Florida 
Panthers. The Panthers are in the spotlight for all of the right 
and wrong reasons. 

They are looking to improve to 8-0 on the season and run 
their current winning streak to eight games. They are also 
playing their first game following the resignation of coach 
Joel Quenneville on Thursday after the damning Chicago 
Blackhawks report that was released on Tuesday. 

Quenneville had to go, and his resignation on Thursday — 
as well as his apology and the Panthers’ statement — leads 
to even more questions as to why he was allowed to coach 
on Wednesday night against the Boston Bruins. 

Thursday’s NHL scores 

Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Arizona Coyotes 1 
Calgary Flames 4, Pittsburgh Penguins 0 
Carolina Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 0 
Colorado Avalanche 4, St. Louis Blues 3 
Philadelphia Flyers 2, Vancouver Canucks 1 
Buffalo Sabres 4, Anaheim Ducks 3 (OT) 
Seattle Kraken 4, Minnesota Wild 1 
Winnipeg Jets 3, Los Angeles Kings 2 
Montreal Canadiens 4, San Jose Sharks 0 
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Red-hot Hurricanes square off with reeling Blackhawks 

By FLM  

Red-hot Hurricanes square off with reeling Blackhawks 

Everything is going so well for the Carolina Hurricanes that 
coach Rod Brind'Amour is hesitant to make changes. 

However, he also has put together a plan, so that could 
make for a difficult decision regarding the team's Friday night 
game against the Chicago Blackhawks in Raleigh, N.C. 

That's because goalie Frederik Andersen has played in 
every game of the Hurricanes' franchise-best 6-0-0 start to 
the season. He is coming off a 33-save shutout in a 3-0 win 
over the Boston Bruins on Thursday night. 

So, will he be back in the nets a night later? 

"We'll see," Brind'Amour said. 

It's an issue because this marks the conclusion of the first 
set of games on back-to-back nights for the Hurricanes. 

With the schedule becoming busier, Brind'Amour has said he 
would have to consider mixing up the lineup. 

The Hurricanes also have to refocus after topping the Bruins, 
who knocked Carolina out of the playoffs in 2018-19 and 
2019-20. 

"We'll be talking about the next game tomorrow and this will 
be forgotten," Brind'Amour said. "It's kind of (all about being) 
1-0. That's our thought process. We're just trying to win 
every day." 

That hasn't happened for Chicago. The Blackhawks, off to an 
0-5-2 start, have battled well at times, coach Jeremy Colliton 
said. The energy has been fine on occasion, but it's a matter 
of finishing the job. 

"The only way to get through it is to just keep pushing," 
Colliton said. "Understand it's early in the season and this 
will make us better in the end." 

The Blackhawks are playing under the off-ice cloud 
surrounding the organization's mishandling of a sexual 
assault case from more than a decade ago. Details emerged 
earlier this week, rocking the organization and causing a 
front-office shakeup, with the fallout extending to other 
organizations in the league. 

The on-ice issues are numerous for the Blackhawks, who 
scored a total of seven goals in a four-game homestand. 

Chicago is coming off its best defensive performance in 
terms of goals allowed in a 3-2 overtime loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Wednesday night. 

The Hurricanes have found ways to put forth consistent 
efforts this season. Now they will face another type of 
challenge without a day off between games. 

"You have to turn around and do it again without a letdown," 
Brind'Amour said. 

The six-game winning streak has come largely because of 
what Andersen has done. He is the second goalie in NHL 
history to notch a victory in each of his team's first six games 
in his debut season with a new club. He leads the NHL with a 
.956 save percentage. 

"If you have a goalie making saves, you have your chances," 
Brind'Amour said. 

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov both have six-game 
points streaks for Carolina. Svechnikov's empty-net tally 
Thursday night pushed his team-leading total to six goals. 

Carolina was 7-2-0 in the back end of games on back-to-
back days last season. 

The Blackhawks and Hurricanes were in the same division in 
last year's pandemic-related reconfiguration. Carolina went 
5-2-1 in matchups with Chicago. 

--Field Level Media 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins: Game Preview 

By Alec Sawyer  

The 5-0 Carolina Hurricanes will face a tough test at home 
Thursday night, as the Canes welcome the Boston Bruins 
into PNC Arena for a matchup of teams with lofty aspirations.  

The Canes are coming off a 4-1 win over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in a game where Frederik Andersen knocked off his 
former team and moved to 5-0 himself. Will it be Andersen’s 
net once again Thursday night, or will Antti Raanta finally get 
the call? That remains to be seen.  

The ever-dangerous Bruins come into the game 3-2-0, fresh 
off a Wednesday night loss against the Florida Panthers. 
Linus Ullmark got the start in net Wednesday, so there’s a 
good chance the Canes will see Jeremy Swayman Thursday 
night.  

It’s always fun when two extremely talented teams playing 
great hockey get the chance to square off, and that’s what 
fans in PNC Arena will be treated to Thursday night. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Bruins 

Record 5-0-0 3-1-0 

Goals/Game 4.40 3.50 

Goals Against/Game 1.60 2.75 

Shots/Game 35.00 35.00 

Face Off Win % 53.2% 51.8% 

Power Play % (Rank) 31.6% (5th) 22.2% (16th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 90.0% (4th) 85.7% (10th) 

ES Corsi For % 52.16% 54.62% 

ES PDO 105.10 96.77 

PIM/Game 08:00 09:15 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Linus Ullmark 

Record 5-0-0 2-0-0 

Save % .946 .935 

GAA 1.60 2.00 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Jeremy Swayman 

Record 0-0-0 1-1-0 

Save % .000 .885 

GAA 0.00 3.02 

 

Game Notes 

 The Canes have a 78-103-16-7 all-time record 
against the Bruins, with a 37-33-3-7 mark since 
relocation.  

 Both Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov have 
recorded a point in all five games so far this season.  

 Aho is also on a three-game goal streak, tied for the 
longest streak of his NHL career.  

 Frederik Andersen is the first goalie in Canes’ 
history and just the 11th goaltender in NHL history 
to register a win in his first five starts with a team. 
The NHL record is eight, held by George 
Hainsworth.  

 The last regular season game against the Bruins 
and Hurricanes came all the way back on Dec. 3, 
2019, with the Bruins on the winning end of that 
one.  
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Andersen’s shutout leads Hurricanes to first 6-0 start in franchise history 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes set out to make some franchise 
history on Thursday night against the Boston Bruins, one win 
away from their first-ever 6-0 start to a season. 

That mission was accomplished, albeit in messy fashion at 
times throughout the night, thanks in large part to a great 
start from Frederik Andersen and another rock-solid penalty-
killing performance. 

The intensity was ramped up from the very start. Ethan Bear 
leveled Brad Marchand right off of the opening faceoff, which 
set the tone for the evening. 

More tempers flared just before the halfway point of the first 
period when Sebastian Aho finished a hit on David Pastrnak 
and helped guide his helmet off of his head. Pastrnak took 
exception to the hit, and the two stars went back and forth as 
play stopped. 42 hits were thrown (22 by Boston, 20 by 
Carolina) in the first 20 minutes. 

Both clubs had grade-A chances in the early stages of the 
game, including Jesper Fast’s bid for his fourth goal of the 
season that got kicked out by Jeremy Swayman. A flurry of 
chances for Boston later in the period was nullified by 
Frederik Andersen. 

The first goal came at 15:16 of the opening period, and it 
came off of the stick of Tony DeAngelo. DeAngelo let a big 
blast fly from the point, and the puck bounced off of Bruins 
defenseman Brandon Carlo before finding its way past 
Swayman to break the ice. Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s neutral zone 
transition and net-front presence made the difference. 

DeAngelo’s tally was Carolina’s first goal by a defenseman 
on the season and, of course, his first goal as a Hurricane. 

A back and forth period full of action ended with the Canes in 
front by a goal and the shots knotted up at 11 apiece. 

The physicality stayed present in the first shift of the second 
period. Nino Niederreiter and Marchand went back and forth 
at the tail end of a player and drew matching minor penalties. 

The Hurricanes dominated the 4-on-4 sequence, hemming 
the Bruins in their own zone before eventually giving way for 
a flurry of chances the other way right before the penalties 
expired. 

Carolina got the first power play of the evening when 
Niederreiter, again heavily involved in the physical game, 
drew a roughing penalty from Mike Reilly. 

Nothing happened for the Hurricanes on the power play as 
the first unit continuously turned the puck over and had to 
retrieve it from their own zone. Martin Necas had the best 
chance, but he whiffed on a one-time chance at the end of 
the man advantage. 

The Canes got a do-over at 13:17 of the second period when 
Andrei Svechnikov’s hard play on the puck drew a tripping 
penalty. 

Niederreiter’s active period continued early in that power 
play. He carried the puck into the offensive zone and 
attempted to fire a cross-seam pass to Necas, but the puck 
deflected off of defenseman Derek Forbort and under the 
blocker of Swayman to extend the Carolina lead to 2-0. 

A pair of penalties against the Hurricanes gave the Bruins 20 
seconds of 5-on-3 time late in the period, but some 
outstanding PK work bailed them out of the situation. Aho 
drew a tripping call shortly after the expiration of the 5-on-3 
and paved the way to a lengthy 4-on-4 sequence. 

The period ended with the Canes holding onto a two-goal 
lead despite a very dramatic shift in control of the game. 
Boston pushed back and played some excellent 5-on-5 
hockey in the second period, outshooting Carolina 11-5 at 5-
on-5 and generating 66.46% of the expected goals. Just 9:22 
of in-game time was played at 5-on-5 in the second period, 
though. 

The Hurricanes had an opportunity to extend their lead with 
an early third-period power play, but they came up empty. 

The tables turned pretty quickly for Carolina, as Ian Cole and 
Sebastian Aho both took penalties just one minute apart, 
setting up a 61-second 5-on-3 chance for Boston just before 
the halfway point of the third. 

Again, the Canes managed to kill it off, but they kept playing 
with fire. Jordan Staal laid a bad hit on McAvoy in the corner 
of the Boston zone, and just like that, it was time for another 
Bruins power play. 

Nothing happened for the B’s yet again, and at the very end 
of the man advantage, they got whistled for too many men 
on the ice and gifted the Hurricanes a power play of their 
own. Carolina followed Boston’s lead and did nothing on the 
power play. 

A hectic final five minutes saw Boston flirt with getting some 
quality chances, but the combination of Carolina’s defense 
and tremendous work from Andersen kept the B’s at bay 
before Svechnikov rifled a one-time pass from Teravainen 
into the empty net to close out a 3-0 win. 

For the first time in franchise history, the Carolina Hurricanes 
are 6-0 to start the season. They did it behind yet another 
stellar performance from Frederik Andersen, who stopped all 
33 shots he saw for his first shutout with the team. The 
Canes’ penalty kill was busy again on Thursday, but they 
went a perfect five-for-five. 

The Canes will hit the ice again tomorrow night when they 
host the Chicago Blackhawks

. 
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About Last Night: Just Keep Winning 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes made franchise history Thursday 
night in PNC Arena, beating the Boston Bruins 3-0 to move 
to 6-0-0 for the first time ever.  

Even more impressive for the Canes are that all six wins 
have come in regulation, and all six have come with Frederik 
Andersen between the pipes.  

Here are some takeaways from Carolina’s win over a 
talented Bruins squad Thursday night: 

Frederick. Freaking. Andersen.  

So far, so good for the Canes’ new starting netminder. 
Andersen has been incredible all season, but he was at 
maybe his best in Thursday night’s win over the Boston 
Bruins.  

Andersen posted his first shutout in a Carolina jersey, 
stopping all 33 of the shots he faced. His expected goals 
against in the game was 3.37, and he faced (and stopped) a 
staggering nine high-danger shots against.  

“He’s been a rock for sure and you’re not going to win that 
many games in a row without great goaltending and he’s 
been just that,” said captain Jordan Staal. “He’s been 
everything that’s been advertised about him. Just a good 
dude and he’s been really good for us.” 

He did so many special things Thursday night, and he was 
100 percent the reason Carolina was able to win the game. 
Staal put it best calling Andersen a “rock”, though at this 
point he’s looking more like a bunch of rocks that have built a 
wall.  

And on top of his outstanding performance stopping pucks, 
Andersen helped out in another way Thursday night, too. He 
assisted Nino Niederreiter’s second-period deflection goal, 
making him just the second goaltender in franchise history to 
have a shutout and an assist in the same game (Arturs Irbe 
did it against Boston back in 2002).  

Andersen has been the Canes’ top star so far during this 
young season, and he was that for the team once again 
Thursday night in a big win over a playoff team.  

Power Kill 

The Canes’ PK has been one of the best in the league and 
one of the team’s overwhelming strengths so far this season, 
and it was that way again Thursday night.  

Boston went 0 for 5 on the power play, failing to score on two 
separate 5-on-3 chances. The Bruins got some looks on the 
power play, but couldn’t find the scoresheet despite spending 
a lot of time with at least a man advantage.  

“That’s the game,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“Those were really crucial moments, and it was a great effort 
from those guys out there. Freddie was great tonight, but the 
penalty killers in those crucial times stepped up.” 

The most important killer, as it tends to be, was Andersen, 
but the whole unit was up to the task Thursday night. Jaccob 
Slavin, Brett Pesce, Brady Skjei and Jesper Fast all played 

over two minutes on the penalty kill, with the Bruins 
mustering just one shot during the 5-on-4 time throughout 
the game.  

The Canes are going to want to stop taking so many 
penalties, that’s been maybe the biggest negative during the 
6-0 start, but the penalty kill has been nothing short of 
phenomenal. It was that way again Thursday night, in one of 
Carolina’s grittiest wins of the season. 

The Secret to 6-0 

It’s not always going to be perfect, but a win is a win. The 
Canes didn’t play their absolute best game Thursday night, 
but they did get a couple of good bounces and fantastic 
goaltending to get the one stat that matters, the one in the 
win column. 

“Everything has to go your way,” Brind’Amour said about the 
6-0 start. “Tonight, we got the bounces. We got a crazy goal, 
really, two goals. If it goes the other way, you don’t win the 
game. That’s why it’s hard. There’s a lot of randomnesses. 
You get a random call that doesn’t go your way, you’re killing 
a 5-on-4, then another one and you’re killing a 5-on-3. That’s 
usually the game. There’s so much randomness to hockey, 
that it’s hard to string games together, but when you have 
your goalie making saves for you, it certainly helps your 
chances.” 

And things are certainly going Carolina’s way right now. 
Andersen is playing incredible, and so too is the penalty kill. 
Other areas haven’t been going great, like the power play, 
but the Canes are getting some bounces and some playoff-
caliber goaltending early in the season.  

Carolina will lose a game, and it’ll likely happen sooner 
rather than later. But right now the team is 6-0, and the 
recipe has been some commanding wins mixed with some 
grind-it-out wins. To be a great NHL team, you have to be 
great at winning both.  

A Meaningless Stat About Andrei Svechnikov 

Andrei Svechnikov is an elite NHL goal scorer, a young 
talent who has the ability to find the net in a variety of ways 
(including some unique ones that nobody has ever done 
before).  

That being said, Svechnikov also has an uncanny knack for 
padding the stats a little bit late in games as well. Svechnikov 
netted an empty netter Thursday night for the second straight 
game, and for the third time this season.  

In his NHL career, Svechnikov has scored 65 goals in 211 
games. With his empty net tally Thursday night, 13 of those 
65 have come without a goalie in the crease. That is an 
absurd 20 percent of Svechnikov’s career goals.  

Again, this stat means nothing. It’s not a bad thing to score 
empty netters, and it doesn’t take away from Svechnikov’s 
abilities in the slightest. Hey, the all-time leader in empty net 
goals is a guy by the name of Wayne Gretzky (56 of his 894), 
and I’ve heard he was pretty good.  
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Wrapping Up 

The Canes are 6-0-0, and nothing past that really matters. 
They have their first back-to-back coming up Friday night, 
and that might mean the first glimpse at Antti Raanta (and 
maybe Seth Jarvis).  

Carolina will lose a hockey game, at some point, but the start 
has been magnificent.  

 

 

They Said It: Rod Brind’Amour, Tony DeAngelo, Jordan Staal, and Frederik Andersen on 
Hurricanes’ 3-0 win 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes improved to a team-record 6-0 on 
Thursday night after shutting out the Boston Bruins by a 3-0 
final tally. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Tony DeAngelo, Jordan Staal, and 
Frederik Andersen spoke to the media after the game. 
Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the penalty kill: That’s the game. Those were really 
crucial moments, and it was a great effort from those guys 
out there. Freddie was great tonight, but the penalty killers in 
those crucial times stepped up. 

On the crowd: The crowds here are great. It’s a lot of fun. 
The players really enjoy it. You can feel it. We gave them 
something to cheer about, so that’s positive. 

On the importance of beating an established team like 
Boston: We talk about the next game tomorrow, so this one 
will be forgotten. But for this group, that team’s proven. 
They’ve proven over and over and over for a long time. It’s 
nice to at least go toe-to-toe with them in some respects. 
They’ve moved on from it now, probably, already, and we’ll 
move on from it tomorrow.. For right now, it means a little 
something, for sure. 

On Staal’s night: He went pretty much every shift against 
Bergeron tonight. He got away from him a few times, but he’s 
that kind of value to our organization and our team. We talk 
about him. He’s that good. 

On the 6-0 start: Everything has to go your way. Tonight, we 
got the bounces. We got a crazy goal, really, two goals. If it 
goes the other way, you don’t win the game. That’s why it’s 
hard. There’s a lot of randomnesses. You get a random call 
that doesn’t go your way, you’re killing a 5-on-4, then another 
one and you’re killing a 5-on-3. That’s usually the game. 
There’s so much randomness to hockey, that it’s hard to 
string games together, but when you have your goalie 
making saves for you, it certainly helps your chances. 

On Niederreiter’s strong start: He’s big and heavy. He can 
hold onto pucks. That’s kind of Jordo’s game, too. Quickie’s 
been really good, too. He looks like he has an extra step 
going, too, to start the year. The combination of playing 
those two wingers with Jordo, it’s been a really productive 
line. 

On the importance of Carolina’s center depth: The center 
position is so crucial. It’s goaltending, it’s defense, and then 
it’s the center position. You have to have that. There’s so 
much responsibility there. We’ve been saying this now for a 

while, Seabass is legitimate as a center. He can go against 
anyone. 

On Kotkaniemi’s night: It was a tough game because the 
penalties kinda took a lot of guys out of the game for long 
stretches. Especially early, I felt like he was good. That’s 
what we need out of him. He doesn’t have to be a killer every 
night. He just needs to play well. Tonight, he was involved. 
He made some nice plays, he was at the net for one of the 
goals. That’s what we need out of him. 

On what he wants to see as the team plays their first back-
to-back tomorrow: These games are tough because you 
have to turn around and do it again and not have a let down. 
We haven’t had a real ‘take a breath’ kind of thing yet, which 
is a good sign, so I don’t want to see that tomorrow. 

Tony DeAngelo 

On the penalty kill: Yeah, not many times you can kill back-
to-back 5-on-3s. I know the first one was only about 25 
seconds, but our penalty killers have been… I think they are 
in the 90th percentile or something like that, so they’ve been 
great all year. We’ve got guys that win faceoffs, block shots, 
good sticks. They’re doing a great job. 

On if he knew he was the one that scored: I could tell by the 
way they celebrated towards me. I don’t know what it hit. 
Maybe a Boston defenseman’s stick. I know it changed 
direction somewhere, but I didn’t really see it. 

On creating traffic in front: Anytime the goalie can’t see us, it 
makes it easier for the puck to go in somehow. Our forwards, 
all 12 guys, do a great job of getting to the net. We always 
have traffic and we’ve scored a decent amount of goals so 
far this year. 

On if getting his first goal is a confidence booster: I didn’t like 
my puck play tonight. Thought I made too many turnovers 
with the puck. I didn’t love that, but confidence-wise, it’s nice. 
Good bounce. Lucky to be honest, so doesn’t do too much 
for me. Got to do better. 

Jordan Staal 

On the penalty kill: They have a very good power play. We 
were fortunate with a couple of bounces, but we made some 
really good plays to keep it out of our zone and keep it on the 
other side of the ice and keep them trying to break out. We 
have D whose sticks are very good and we have some 
forwards who are willing to work. So it’s good sticks and 
good plays. The PK was really the difference tonight, I felt. 
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On the best start in franchise history: It’s something to write 
about I guess. But it’s a good feeling winning games. We 
want to continue to do that. We have a game tomorrow and 
we’re going to keep moving forward. We have to get right 
back to it tomorrow. Obviously, we’ve strung together a great 
start and we want to just keep banking points. 

On the team: I like our team. I really do. I like the way we 
work and I like the things we’re doing out there. The roles 
guys are in and the way they understand how to win games. 
We’re starting to learn that. It’s not always pretty — we’ve 
said that before — but we’ve continued to give ourselves a 
chance to win every night. Freddie’s been unbelievable and 
all throughout the lineup, everyone’s stepped up in different 
ways throughout these first few games here. We’re still just 
continuing to build and create an atmosphere and a team 
that we hope can’t be beat. 

On the moral boost Frederik Andersen provides: It doesn’t 
hurt. He’s been a rock for sure and you’re not going to win 
that many games in a row without great goaltending and he’s 
been just that. He’s been everything that’s been advertised 
about him. Just a good dude and he’s been really good for 
us. 

On his linemates: Both my linemates have been really, really 
good. [Fast] has been an absolute horse and so has Nino. 
Both of them have just been hounding pucks and just 
creating chaos and getting to the net and doing all the things 
we’ve gotta do against top lines. Make them have to play 
defense. It’s never fun to play in your own end and that’s 
what our line has tried to [make opponents] do and it’s great 
to see both of those guys getting rewarded and hopefully our 
line can continue to do what we’ve been doing. 

On Andersen getting on the scoresheet: He’s getting 
involved with that too? Oh, good for him. He can do it all. But 
yeah, he’s been solid. 

On the crowd: It was a good crowd. Seems like whenever 
Boston comes in, it’s got a little added atmosphere to it and 
even our bench has been through a lot against that team and 
we wanted to have a good showing tonight. It’s a very good 
team and I’m glad we were on top of this one. 

On proving anything tonight: We’re played some good teams 
so far. Tonight was no different, but like I said, the history 

and the bitter feeling they’ve given us a few times now, it’s 
still a regular-season game, but always nice to get those 
wins. 

Frederik Andersen 

On making history with a 6-0-0 start: I don’t really care about 
that stuff. Just happy to be winning. I think that’s our goal 
every night and that’s all that matters. I think all that other 
stuff is not too important. I’m more just happy that we’re 
coming in and playing really well every night and getting wins 
so far. 

On the last time he made it onto the scoresheet: I don’t 
remember, maybe some time last season. 

On if he’ll ask to be in on the power play meetings now: I 
guess I might have to. I didn’t even realize that it went in, but 
it was a good bounce for us. 

On the team getting into a groove: I think that’s something 
that we feed off of each other when everyone is confident in 
each other’s work ethic. I think that reflects in everyone’s 
game. I think everyone’s playing more confident and looser 
out there and really just worried about their job and knowing 
everyone else is going to be doing their best in their own job. 

On feeling the best so far tonight: I don’t really know. I 
haven’t compared yet. I think we’ll look at the video and see 
how it looked. I think sometimes I felt like I was all over the 
place actually, but it was just one of those games where you 
battle and I got a lot of good help from the guys. Aho made a 
great play on that 2-on-2 coming back and breaking that play 
up. Huge kills too. The penalty kill has been amazing. 

On what has been consistent in each win so far: The work 
ethic and determination. I think that’s the key and I think 
that’s something we take a lot of pride in and something that 
shows up every night. We make it easy for ourselves when 
we work that hard. 

On beating Boston being a little bit more special: Of course. 
The stakes are not as high, but I think you’re just worried 
about the one game and that was the game tonight. I think 
everyone wants to beat the team across from them, but 
having some history obviously adds a little bit to it too.
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Canes bruise Bruins for best start in franchise history  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The 2021-22 Carolina Hurricanes made history with a 3-0 
victory over the Boston Bruins at PNC Arena on Thursday, 
Oct. 28. The physical matchup featured 75 hits between two 
foes, but the Canes came out on top to secure the franchise 
record for best start to a season. 

A distinct animosity between the two teams characterized the 
game; Boston (3-3-0) knocked Carolina (6-0-0) out of 
contention in both the 2019 and 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Early on it was obvious that taking on the Bruins provided the 
Hurricanes with a little extra motivation to go for their sixth 
straight win. 

That animosity was immediately evident as defender Ethan 
Bear laid a hard hit on Brad Marchand, dropping the career-
long Bruin to the ice within the first 10 seconds of play. Harsh 
hits like Bear’s occurred almost continuously throughout the 
night, but there was goal-scoring action to be seen as well. 

Even though Boston outshot Carolina 33-24, the Canes 
made the most of their opportunities despite handing the 
Bruins plenty of their own with 15 giveaways. Nevertheless, 
a lights-out penalty kill and an admirable effort by goalkeeper 
Frederik Andersen kept Boston off the scoreboard. 

“Yeah, he’s playing great,” said defender Tony DeAngelo. 
“We obviously realize that. With the mistakes we make, 

we’ve been doing a good job in front of him as well, trying to 
keep the grade-A chances to a minimum. But when they’re 
there, he’s making huge saves.” 

The Dane even got involved in the attack, notching his first 
assist as a Hurricane in the second period on a power play 
goal by right wing Nino Niederreiter. The shot deflected off a 
Boston defender and into the net, giving Carolina a 2-0 
advantage. 

The main difference in the game, however, was the Canes’ 
penalty kill. Both sides got five power play opportunities, but 
Niederreiter’s goal was the only one scored on the power 
play. The Bruins had plenty of opportunities to score while a 
man up, but a tenacious penalty kill unit and a multitude of 
saves by Andersen ensured that Boston stayed off the 
scoreboard. A late third-period goal by right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov rounded out the scoring and extended his point 
streak to six games. 

The Canes won’t have much time to celebrate the win, 
however, as they take on the Chicago Blackhawks at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 29 in PNC Arena. 

“These games are tough,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “When you play, you gotta turn around, do it 
again and not have a let down.” 
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Hurricanes off to 6-0 start behind jaw-dropping play from new goalie Andersen  

By Chris Clark  

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Frederik Andersen stopped 33 
shots on net, while defenseman Tony DeAngelo and 
forwards Nino Niederreiter and Andrei Svechnikov each lit 
the lamp, giving the Hurricanes their best six-game start in 
franchise history with a 3-0 win over the Boston Bruins. 

“It’s a good feeling winning games and we want to continue 
to do that,” Hurricanes team captain Jordan Staal said. 
“Obviously we’ve strung together a great start and we just 
want to keep banking points.” 

What makes the sixth consecutive win just a touch sweeter is 
getting it against an original six team. The Bruins were one of 
the first six teams created in the NHL.   

“That team has proven over and over for a long time and it’s 
nice to go toe to toe with them,” Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “They’ve moved on from it and we move 
on from it in here tomorrow, but for right now it means a little 
something for sure.” 

In his sixth consecutive start, Anderson notched his sixth 
consecutive win. In doing so he becomes just the seventh 
goalie in NHL history to win each of his team’s first six 
games of a season. 

“Obviously, our goaltending for these 6sixgames has been 
elite,” Brind’Amour said. 

With Anderson’s ability to shut down opposing teams should 
anyone slip through, it gives Hurricanes players a ton of 
confidence. They can be more aggressive and take a few 
calculated risks knowing he has their back. 

“He’s been a rock for sure and you aren’t going to win that 
many games in a row without great goaltending,” Staal said. 
“He’s been everything that’s been advertised about him — 
just a good dude and he’s been really good for us.” 

In return, the players’ confidence in Anderson makes him 
more relaxed between the pipes, he said, allowing for better 
play in goal. 

“We feed off each other when everyone is confident in each 
other’s work ethic,” Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen said. 
“That reflects on everyone’s game and everyone is playing 
more confident and loose out here just worrying about doing 
their job.” 

The Hurricanes’ first score of the game came in the first 
period when defenseman Brady Skjei found DeAngelo for his 
first goal of the season and the first goal by a Carolina 
defenseman this season. 

“Any time the goalie can’t see us, it makes it easier for the 
puck to go in,” DeAngelo said. “Our forwards all, all 12 guys, 
do a great job in front of the net. We always have traffic and 
we’ve scored a decent amount of goals like that this year.” 

Then, Niederreiter’s goal came 18 seconds into the second 
period on a Hurricanes power play. His shot took not one, 
but two fortunate bounces for Carolina off Boston 
defenseman Derek Forbort before winding up in the net. 

“We obviously were fortunate with a couple of bounces,” 
Staal said. “I like our team, I like the way we work, I like the 
things we’re doing out there and the roles guys are in and 
the way they understand how to win games.” 

Along with scoring, the Hurricanes played spectacular 
defense, especially on the penalty kill.  

Carolina managed to kill all three of Boston’s third-period 
power plays, including 61 seconds of a two-man advantage. 

“That’s the game, those are really crucial moments and we 
got great effort by those guys that are up there,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The penalty killers at those crucial times really stepped 
up.” 

Carolina has literally hours to enjoy the win before they lace 
them up against the Chicago Blackhawks Friday tonight to 
complete in their first back-to-back of the season.  

When asked if he was going to sit his red-hot goalie Frederik 
Anderson for the Blackhawks game Hurricanes head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour just smiled and said, “We will see.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255373856.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article255373056.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article255373056.html 

https://theathletic.com/2920582/2021/10/29/hurricanes-vibe-check-carolina-breaks-franchise-record-with-6-0-0-start/ 
https://theathletic.com/news/hurricanes-beat-bruins-to-improve-to-6-0-0-for-first-time-in-franchise-history/aGwwlhSUDHdJ/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/category-5-hurricanes-prepare-for-3-games-in-4-nights/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/andersen-posts-shutout-hurricanes-stay-perfect-with-win-over-bruins/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-streaking-canes-meet-bruins-at-home/19949378/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/hurricanes-welcome-scott-burnside-as-special-contributor/c-327300488 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-vs-bruins/c-327288034 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-andersen-shuts-out-bruins-canes-make-franchise-history-thursday/c-327344148 

https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-327142958 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-chicago-north-carolina-chicago-blackhawks-71fae993eb2045f7b5264032b9f53514 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/10/28/nhl-rink-wrap-blackhawks-lose-on-and-off-the-ice/ 
https://www.tsn.ca/frederik-andersen-carolina-hurricanes-franchise-best-start-boston-bruins-1.1713137  

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/10/29/nhl-rink-wrap-jacob-markstrom-calgary-flames-dominates-again-carolina-hurricanes-stay-unbeaten/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/red-hot-hurricanes-square-off-with-reeling-blackhawks/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/28/22749837/carolina-hurricanes-vs-boston-bruins-game-preview 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/28/22751685/frederik-andersen-shutout-leads-carolina-hurricanes-to-first-6-0-start-in-franchise-history-

bruins 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/29/22752059/about-last-night-just-keep-winning 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/28/22751946/they-said-it-rod-brindamour-tony-deangelo-jordan-staal-and-frederik-andersen-carolina-
hurricanes-win 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-bruise-bruins-for-best-start-in-franchise-history/article_9b7eb1ba-386c-11ec-8f71-
03aeaa96624a.html 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/hurricanes-off-to-6-0-start-behind-jaw-dropping-play-from-new-goalie-andersen/  
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The Canes proved something with a 6th straight win. To the Bruins. To 
the NHL. To themselves. 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-The games that matter against the Boston Bruins and their ilk 
will come later, when the weather is warm instead of this gathering damp 
chill. The Carolina Hurricanes know as well as anyone that the stakes are 
lower now, in October, at the beginning of a long season. 

Still, when you haven’t lost and the team that ended two of your previous 
three seasons comes to town, a game that would have been a measuring 
stick anyway — honestly, the first good team the Hurricanes have played 
— takes on slightly more resonance than it would otherwise, or probably 
does for the Bruins. 

And not only did the Hurricanes measure up, they managed to raise their 
game from their first five wins. 

To the extent you can verify legitimacy in only six games, the Hurricanes 
are legit. 

The Hurricanes proved something with this 3-0 win Thursday night, to 
themselves as much as the Bruins or the rest of the NHL, although 
everyone is paying attention now. 

“We’ve been through a lot against that team,” Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal said. “We wanted to have a good showing tonight. It’s a very good 
team and I thought we were on top of this one.” 

All those years everyone fretted about how essential it was for the 
Hurricanes to get off to a good start or they’d be sunk, and in a season 
everyone knew it was going to be far more important how they finished 
they’re off to the best start in franchise history. 

There’s absolutely no reason why it can’t be further extended, either, with 
the woebegone Chicago Blackhawks and Arizona Coyotes coming in to 
finish out this homestand. 

Thursday, the Hurricanes killed off a pair of two-man advantages, 
benefited from a pair of uncredited screens from Jesperi Kotkaniemi to 
set up the first two goals, got a stellar two-way performance from 
Sebastian Aho and saw Nino Niederreiter — excellent in the first five — 
be rewarded with a fluke goal after playing even better in the sixth. 
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Frederik Andersen, meanwhile, became the first goalie in more than 75 
years to win the first six games of the season with a new team, and he 
was again more than up to the task, perhaps with a little more help from 
the metal behind him than in outings previous but it doesn’t matter how 
they stay out. The Hurricanes continue to feed on his calm as it radiates 
out from the net. 

He may even be the first goalie since World War II to get benched after a 
33-save shutout and six straight wins, but with the back-to-back it’s 
probably time to get Antti Raanta in the net, and if that switch does 
happen it’ll be another reminder that hot starts and hot goalies aside, the 
Hurricanes are playing the long game. 

As October games go, though, this one had weight. That was clear not 
only by the pace but the way the Hurricanes matched Boston’s physical 
edge, whether it was Staal knocking Charlie McAvoy and Patrice 
Bergeron down simultaneously or Jaccob Slavin dumping Jake DeBrusk 
in the final minute. 

The ill feelings may be almost entirely one-sided, but they exist 
nonetheless. 

“We’ll talk about the next game tomorrow and this one will be forgotten, 
but that team’s proven it over and over for a long time,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s nice to at least go toe-to-toe with them in 
some respects. Again, it’s not — they’ve moved on from it probably 
already and we’ll move on from it tomorrow, but it means a little 
something,” 

It’s far too early to say the Hurricanes have been relieved of their Bruins 
bugaboo, but this can’t hurt. And whether hostilities are renewed in six or 
seven months or not, this was the first time the Hurricanes could take a 
step back and feel like they were unquestionably the better team. 

“With the history and bitter feelings they’ve given us a few times now, it’s 
still a regular-season game, but it’s always nice to win this one,” Staal 
said. 

The Hurricanes didn’t have much to say about winning six straight to start 
the season. But the sixth coming against the Bruins? They’ll remember 
this one — not immediately, perhaps, but in months, when it matters. 
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The Canes finally got the better of the Bruins in their budding rivalry, and 
did it naturally 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

RALEIGH-In a world of manufactured rivalries intended to engage 
disinterested — or bored — fan bases, those that grow organically 
remain the best of all of them. 

Anything among the Original 6 — and especially Bruins-Canadiens and 
Canadiens-Leafs — remains the gold standard in the NHL. Several 
others — Avalanche-Red Wings comes to mind — have come and gone, 
fizzling when one or the other team (or both) fall from playoff relevance. 

Given recent offseason shenanigans between Carolina and Montreal, it’s 
not hard to understand why, at least among fan bases, Canes-Habs 
might be heating up. 

But based on the way the teams have played one another this season, a 
better budding rivalry for the Canes is Boston. 

Bruins fans may not quite understand why the Canes and Canes fans 
would consider this a budding rivalry. It’s possible that the B’s faithful 
have taken it for granted the Bruins have walked past the Canes in 

consecutive (non-realigned) playoff appearances, embarrassing Carolina 
in a 2019 sweep while outscoring the Canes 17-6, and dispatching the 
Hurricanes 4-1 in the first round of the bubble playoffs in 2020. 

But Canes fans get it. The Canes themselves get it. 

After practice Wednesday, while preparing to face the Bruins, Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour told the media that facing the Bruins would be 
“the big test.” The Bruins, Brind’Amour said, are “a team that knows how 
to win and gets it and does it right.” 

“I think everybody else, there are so many teams like ourselves still trying 
to figure that out,” Brind’Amour added. “We haven’t got there and these 
guys have.” 

Both teams have seen massive turnover the past couple seasons. On 
Thursday alone, Carolina had seven players on the bench — six playing 
— who weren’t on the roster last season. Boston also had six. Both 
teams have even more short-timers, players who weren’t around for 
those playoff meetings. 

But there was still plenty of animosity to go around. 

It started from the opening faceoff. Seconds after the puck caromed off 
the ice for the first time, Ethan Bear stepped up from his blue line position 
and flattened notorious B’s pest Brad Marchand, eliciting a roar from the 
still-arriving crowd at PNC Arena. 

It continued at 2:20 of the first, when Vincent Trocheck was flattened in 
front of Bruins keeper Jeremy Swayman while looking for a tip from one 
of the Canes’ other skaters, who’d taken to circling the B’s zone like 
vultures looking for an opportunity to strike. 

At 8:28, the first real skirmish at home of the season developed after 
Sebastian Aho rubbed David Pastrnak into the boards near the Canes 
blue line. In his follow through, Aho’s hands went high to the back of the 
Bruins forward’s head and popped his helmet off, causing the perennial 
All-Star to turn quickly to face Aho, drawing a crowd of players from both 
teams. 

As the seconds ticked down in the first, Martin Necas carried the puck 
into the Bruins zone on the left wall, saw Brandon Carlo approaching and 
stiffened up, delivering a reverse hit on the hulking Bruins defender, 
causing him to pause and collect his balance. 

No fights, but by far the most physical of the Canes’ 16 periods of hockey 
to that point, with the teams combining for 42 hits in 20 minutes. 

In the second, Brad Marchand got his, ahem, nose wet, coming in late to 
two-hand Nino Niederreiter in the back while the Canes forward was 
down along the half wall in the Boston zone. Niederreiter retaliated, and 
the game saw its first pair of penalties, though neither team benefited 
from a power play. 

Niederreiter again drew a penalty at 5:36 of the middle frame, and this 
time he kept his hands to himself after Mike Reilly caught him in the face 
with a glove, putting Carolina on its first power play of the game. 

The jostling continued into the third. Charlie McAvoy tried to lay into 
Necas, instead clipped the Canes forward’s leg with his knee and drew a 
crowd — and a penalty call. 

This wasn’t a fight-filled affair — those days are long gone — but the air 
was thicker Thursday. 

Even the more frequently thrown legal hits were a bit harder; the players 
took fractions of a second longer to get up, or peel themselves off the 
dasher. 

Most importantly for the Canes, though — as with any rivalry, natural or 
manufactured — the night ended with a record-setting sixth consecutive 
victory to start the season with a 3-0 win, and at least for one night in 
October, the Hurricanes vanquished a foe against which they’d long 
suffered. 

The best part? 
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They came by it naturally. 
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Frederik Andersen again ‘the rock’ as Canes notch record-setting win 
over the Bruins 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED OCTOBER 29, 2021 12:04 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still riding the wave. 

That’s what forward Nino Niederreiter said the plan was for their game 
Thursday against the Boston Bruins. Play hard, play smart, do all the little 
things right again and “ride the wave” to another victory. 

The Canes, with goalie Frederik Andersen again standing tall in net and 
making 33 saves, turned back the Bruins 3-0 at PNC Arena to push their 
record to 6-0, the best start in franchise history. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had tagged it ”the big game,” given that it 
was the Bruins, who owned the season series before the pandemic and 
dispatched the Canes from the 2019 and 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

How did the Canes respond? If Brind’Amour had a best-case scenario in 
mind before the game, it played out. 

It starts with Andersen, called “the rock, for sure” by Canes captain 
Jordan Staal. He won a sixth straight game, his 20th career shutout, 
again was unflappable in net and added an assist, the 10th of his career. 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo scored in the first period at even strength 
and Niederreiter found the net on a second-period power play. Andrei 
Svechnikov’s empty-net score in the final minute of regulation gave him 
six goals this season and extended his point streak to six games along 
with Sebastian Aho, who assisted on the goal. 

The Canes’ penalty killers were on their game. The Bruins twice had 5-
on-3 advantages but Carolina’s hustle and aggressiveness — and 
Andersen’s calm play in net — kept Boston at bay as Canes fans in the 
crowd of 16,093 roared with each kill. 

“That’s the game,” Brind’Amour said to the media. “Those were real 
crucial moments and we got great effort by the guys who were out there. 
And obviously Freddie was great.” 

The Bruins (3-3-0), who tormented the Canes in the power play in their 
Stanley Cup playoff victories, were 0-5 on the power play Thursday. 

“Our penalty kill was unreal,” DeAngelo said to the media. “They’ve been 
great all year. We’ve had guys win faceoffs, block shots, good sticks. 
They’re doing a great job.” 

Andersen was named the game’s first star as he lowered his goals-
against average to 1.33 and improved his save percentage to .956 for the 
season. 

Andersen became the seventh goalie in NHL history to win each of a 
team’s first six games to start the season and had Canes fans loudly 
chanting, “Fred-die, Fred-die” after the game. Another bit of history: he’s 
the second to join a new team and win the first six of in a season, 
matching the record set by Frank McCool with Toronto in 1944-45. 

“I don’t really care about that stuff,” Andersen said. “I’m just happy to be 
winning. That’s our goal every night and that’s what matters.” 

Canes defenseman Ethan Bear put a big hit on Boston’s Brad Marchand 
in the neutral zone four seconds into the game. That set the tone for the 
night, signaling it would be a big boys’ kind of game. 

It was a game where the hits came often — 42 in the opening period, 75 
in all — and open ice was hard to find. The team pushed and probed, 
looking for openings. 

DeAngelo found one. He bombed a shot from the left point that Bruins 
goalie Jeremy Swayman could not track, picking up his first goal with the 
Canes and the first by a Carolina defenseman this season at 15:16 of the 
first. 

On the second-period power play, Niederreiter attempted a cross-ice 
pass to Martin Necas but the puck glanced off Bruins defenseman Derek 
Forbort in the slot and past Swayman. 

It was a busy night for Niederreiter. Playing on Staal’s line with Jesper 
Fast, he helped muzzle the Bruins’ dangerous top line centered by 
Patrice Bergeron. 

Andersen was tested early when Boston’s Jake DeBrusk broke in alone 
in the first period. There were a few offensive flurries by the Bruins in 
front of the net in the second, but Andersen coolly kept his poise and 
position and poked away the puck, and continued his steady play in the 
third. 

Before Thursday, the Bruins had taken points in 18 of the past 19 games 
against Carolina, going 13-1-5. The Canes’ last regular-season win over 
the Bruins a 5-3 victory at PNC Arena on Dec. 23, 2018 and not in 
Carolina jerseys -- it was the first retro Hartford Whalers night at PNC 
Arena and Canes were donning the Whale. 

Andersen became the first Canes goalie to start six consecutive games 
since Cam Ward was in net for 11 in a row in October 2009. With 
Carolina facing the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday to complete their first 
back-to-back of the season, will Brind’Amour stick with Andersen again? 

“Maybe. We’ll see,” Brind’Amour said with a hint of a smile. 
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Unbeaten Hurricanes ready for ‘the big test’ against Boston Bruins 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Want to make the Carolina Hurricanes a little edgy? 

Two words can do it: “Boston Bruins.” 

Any mention of the Bruins can conjure up thoughts, mostly negative 
ones, of the Canes’ losses to Boston in the Stanley Cup playoffs in both 
2019 and 2020. The Bruins were stronger, tougher, better. 

It conjures up the thought of the Bruins’ Brad Marchand curling his stick 
blade around the neck of Justin Williams, the Canes’ captain in 2019, 
and then mocking him when Williams retaliated and was called for a 
penalty. 

It conjures up Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy yanking off Jordan 
Staal’s helmet and tossing it across the ice in 2020, a saucy move. 

Or the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov tangling with defenseman Zdeno 
Chara, then with the Bruins, in the 2020 playoffs and awkwardly falling 
backward. It looked gruesome for Svechnikov but it wasn’t. It was a high 
ankle sprain and not a knee injury, as many feared, although it did keep 
Svechnikov out of the playoff series as the Bruins won in five games. 

The Canes and Bruins did not play last season in the NHL’s divisional 
configuration. They’ll get together again Thursday for a game at PNC 
Arena, with the Canes undefeated at 5-0 and looking for a different result 
against the B’s, their nemesis. 
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“I think we’ve still got another level to get to,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday after practice. “Tomorrow will be the big 
test. Tomorrow will be a team that knows how to win and gets it and does 
it right. 

“I think everybody else, there are so many teams like ourselves still trying 
to figure that out. We haven’t got there and these guys have.” 

The Bruins bring a 3-2-0 record into the game after a 4-1 road loss 
Wednesday against the Florida Panthers. They’ll come into PNC Arena 
to complete the back-to-back with many faces familiar to many of the 
Canes. 

There’s still the so-called “Perfection Line” to contend with as Patrice 
Bergeron centers Marchand and David Pastrnak. There’s still McAvoy 
and Matt Grzelcyk on the back end. The Bruins have added Erik Haula, 
the former Canes forward who became a protagonist for the Canes and 
their fans while playing for the Nashville Predators last season, especially 
in the playoffs. 

One familiar face will be missing: goalie Tuukka Rask, who continues to 
rehab from offseason surgery and remains a free agent. 

The Bergeron line has stood the test of time. Asked Wednesday if the 
Canes can slow down the Bruins’ top line, Brind’Amour smiled and said, 
“I wish.” 

“They’re a great group and they have been for a long time,” he said to the 
media. “It’s not just the talent that they have. They work at it. You watch 
how they play. You talk about doing it right, they do it right. 

“They have that commitment to how hard they do it. That’s why they’ve 
had success for a long time.” 

Brind’Amour, with the last change at home, should counter with Jordan 
Staal’s line, with wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. Brind’Amour 
is loathe to call it his checking line but it is his best defensive line. 

“They have such a high elite team with a lot of skill,” Niederreiter said 
Wednesday to the media. “They’ve been a top group the past few years, 
and we know what to expect from them and how good they are. 

“The biggest thing is to outwork them and play smart and do the little 
things right. I think that’s been clicking for our line so far. We have to play 
simple and make the plays when they are there and we get the pucks 
when we have to, and I don’t think it’s going to be any different.” 

As for the Canes, defensemen Brett Pesce said the game plan is basic: 
“Be in their face all night.” Behind the D could be goalie Frederik 
Andersen making a sixth straight start after winning the first five games. 

The flip side is that the Bruins must try and slow the Canes’ top line. 
Sebastian Aho, Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen, back together again, 
have combined for 11 goals and 22 points. Aho and Svechnikov have 
five-game point streaks and Teravainen has points in four of the past five 
games. 

After the Bruins game, the Canes host the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Friday and then Arizona on Sunday to complete a four-game homestand 
that began with a 4-1 win Monday over Toronto. 

“We’ve just got to ride the wave,” Neiderreiter said. 

BOSTON BRUINS AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC 99.9 FM. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Carolina breaks franchise record with 6-0-0 start 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 29, 2021  

 

Before the season started, I asked Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour which player he thought would have a breakout season. 

“We’re expecting bigger and better things from everybody,” he said, after 
laughing that the question was a trap. “You always talk about the 
younger guys breaking out, but why can’t Slavo (Jaccob Slavin) have a 
better year? Why not Pesh (Brett Pesce)? We want everyone to get a 
little better. Otherwise, we’re just not going to be good enough.” 

The expectation that every player had to be bigger and better seemed 
unrealistic at the time, and it’s not going to happen every night. But six 
games in, a spotless 6-0-0 record and I understand what Brind’Amour 
really meant. 

He meant players straying from their usual roles and pitching in however 
necessary to win. At times, that’s meant a “first line” centered by 
Sebastian Aho taking a backseat with scoring and focusing on the 
defensive matchup. That’s meant everyone on the power play and 
everyone on the penalty kill, and everyone doing everything in all of 
those roles. That’s meant a “third line” centered by Jordan Staal having a 
scoring awakening — although Staal did go against Patrice Bergeron 
almost every time Thursday and came out on top. 

“I like our team. I really do,” Staal said postgame. “I like the way we work 
and I like the things we’re doing out there. The roles guys are in and the 
way they understand how to win games. We’re starting to learn that. It’s 
not always pretty — we’ve said that before — but we’ve continued to give 
ourselves a chance to win every night.” 

On Thursday alone, the Canes had a penalty kill the crowd cheered 
louder for than the goals. 

“(The penalty kill was) the game,” Brind’Amour said. “Those were really 
crucial moments, and it was a great effort from those guys out there. 
Freddie was great tonight, but the penalty killers in those crucial times 
stepped up.” 

The Hurricanes killed five penalties overall, including two five-on-three 
opportunities and three penalties in the third period (1:01 of a two-man 
advantage occurred in the third). 

“Yeah, not many times you can kill back-to-back five-on-threes,” Tony 
DeAngelo said. “I know the first one was only about 25 seconds, but our 
penalty killers have been … I think they are in the 90th percentile or 
something like that, so they’ve been great all year. We’ve got guys that 
win faceoffs, block shots, good sticks. They’re doing a great job.” 

Then there was Jordan Martinook, dishing the puck to Pesce for a 
chance on the power play. This, of course, came after Freddie 
Andersen’s 10th career assist, and before Andersen’s first shutout as a 
Hurricane. 

“There’s so much randomness to hockey, that it’s hard to string games 
together,” Brind’Amour said. “But when you have your goalie making 
saves for you, it certainly helps your chances.” 

We got Jesperi Kotkaniemi directly impacting two goals with his net-front 
presence, score-sheet presence be damned. 

“Especially early, I felt like he was good,” Brind’Amour told me. “That’s 
what we need out of him. He doesn’t have to be a killer every night. He 
just needs to play well. Tonight, he was involved. He made some nice 
plays, he was at the net for one of the goals. That’s what we need out of 
him. 

The 2021-22 Canes became the 26th team in NHL history and the first in 
their own history to start the season with a six-game win streak after 
beating the Bruins 3-0 on Thursday. As expected, the coach couldn’t 
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have cared less that he broke his own record. A quote couldn’t do this 
facial expression justice, just start this video at 2:02. 

ROD SAID THE GOALTENDING HAS BEEN 'ELITE' SO FAR FROM 
FREDDIE.@CANES | #LETSGOCANES 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/8HSJ59TOFI 

— BALLY SPORTS: CANES (@CANESONBALLY) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

“It’s something to write about, I guess,” joked the captain who is so 
clearly an extension of the coach. 

They both did seem pleased about that one, huge expectation: full-team 
buy-in. 

• It’s about time for the first vibe check of the season. 

IS THIS HOW A HOCKEY SEASON IS SUPPOSED TO START? 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/1GEERINFVA 

— CHRIS MIRACLE (@CHRIS_MIRACLE91) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

YEAH I'M OKAY I GUESS 

— GONE WADDELL (@REALCHRISCOTE) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

WE'RE 6-0, MY BRUINS FAN SISTER AND MY BROTHER IN LAW 
LEAVE THE GAME DISAPPOINTED, SVECH AND AHO ARE RED HOT 
AND ANDERSEN IS INVINCIBLE, I WOULD SAY THE VIBES ARE 
GOOD 

— ALLEN STRICKLAND (@ASTRICKLAND5) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/PHTDBU6KLB 

— KINCHEN TAYLOR   (@KINCHEN1ANDONLY) OCTOBER 29, 
2021 

THE VIBES ARE VIBEY 

— NINE INTERIOR DEER (@SAVEBYFRANCOUZ) OCTOBER 29, 
2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/1VQSZ3VQPO 

— MATTHEW (@EPICLOL) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

HAD THIS GAME CIRCLED ON THE CALENDAR AS A REAL GAUGE 
ON TO WHERE WE ARE NOW COMPARED TO PAST CANES TEAMS 
PLAYING THE BRUINS. LOVED WHAT I SAW TONIGHT FROM THE 
TEAM. AS FOR THE OTHER 5 GAMES, CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT, 
LOVE IT! DIFFERENT FEEL TO THIS SEASON, TEAM SHOWS ALL 
BUSINESS. 

— TANNER M. (@T_MANN30) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

ALL THE OTHER GAMES WERE FUN. THIS ONE WAS A 
STATEMENT. 

— WLUPER (@WLUPER) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

IT WAS AN ABSOLUTE PLEASURE SITTING AMONGST ARROGANT 
BOSTON FANS AS WE WON THIS GAME!!! 

— HERE FOR OCTOBER CANIAC (@OHMYYMIMI) OCTOBER 29, 
2021 

(As an arrogant Bostonian myself, I appreciated this one.) 

I CRIED OVER GETTING A SHUTOUT AGAINST THE BRUINS 6 
GAMES INTO THE SEASON. THERE IS YOUR VIBE CHECK. 

— TABBY MARIE  QUEEN FINN     (@THESECRETFINN) 
OCTOBER 29, 2021 

NICE TO SEE THE CANES HAVE A GOALIE WHO CAN BEAT THE 
BRUINS IN FREDDY ANDERSEN. I HONESTLY HOPE HE WINS A 
VEZINA. 

— THE HOCKEY GUY (THG) (@THGOFYOUTUBE) OCTOBER 29, 
2021 

• Speaking of Freddie for Vezina, you might recall a discussion that felt 
ridiculous at the time. 

 NEW EPISODE  

IS IT A HOT TAKE TO THINK THAT FREDDIE ANDERSEN WILL WIN 
THE VEZINA THIS SEASON WITH THE @CANES? 

TUNE INTO TODAY’S EPISODE OF @BLEAVINRANGERS WITH 
@SARACIVIAN. 

LISTEN: HTTPS://T.CO/0QQ9BXUUCE 

PRESENTED BY: @IAMBLUEYORK | @BLEAVPODCASTS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YP4QTDQ9TW 

— JONNY LAZARUS (@JLAZZY23) SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

Andersen just became the seventh goalie in NHL history to win each of a 
team’s first six games and the second to win each of a team’s first six 
games of a season in his first campaign with the club — tying Frank 
McCool’s record. “I don’t really care about that stuff,” he said. 

What does he care about? Probably stopping 149 of the last 154 shots 
he’s seen, standing tall for a shutout featuring five penalty kills Thursday, 
his 1.33 goals-against average and his .956 save percentage. Oh, and 
the 6-0-0 record. 

• Peace, love and Andrei Svechnikov empty-netters. 

• I hung out with David Ayres last night and he told me he almost broke 
his thumb cranking the siren Monday, but he couldn’t stop and let you 
guys down. His thumbnail was very bruised, folks. What a gem. 

• Maybe Slavin should consider taking more penalties, he’s been playing 
absolutely outstanding ever since that rare trip to the sin bin against the 
Leafs. 

• I like the new in-game host. 

• So, Steven Lorentz’s family was in the building to watch him play in the 
NHL for the first time ever tonight. As you can imagine, he’s got such a 
sweet family, and here’s your heartwarming story to end the evening: 
Lorentz’s girlfriend’s late grandfather was a huge Maple Leafs fan, and it 
was his dream to see Lorentz score a goal against the Leafs. He would 
have loved this one. 
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Jesperi Kotkaniemi contract scenarios? Hurricanes goalie split? Andrei 
Svechnikov’s scoring pace? Bag of Jerks 

 

By Sara Civian Oct 28, 2021  

 

The Hurricanes are 5-0-0, and the vibes are good. But after a few breaks 
in between games already this season, they’re about to enter a tough 
test with three games in four days. 

Will they break a franchise record and extend their season-opening win 
streak to 6-0-0? Will those yet to make their debuts pop in throughout the 
weekend? Do we have to overanalyze the power play? (No.) 

Read on. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity and length.) 
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How long can the Canes keep Seth Jarvis without playing him? How long 
should they? On a related note, why is Brendan Smith still with the 
Canes instead of Chicago? — Matthew N. 

It’s your lucky day, Matthew, because we just checked in on both of 
those situations with Rod Brind’Amour after Wednesday’s practice. 

Will Jarvis get in on this back-to-back? 

“Maybe,” Brind’Amour said. “Maybe.” 

And what about Smith? 

“I want to get him in. It’s a tough situation for him because he’s such a 
quality guy and player,” Brind’Amour said. “But changing the lineup is 
hard right now.” 

Brind’Amour famously subscribes to two ideologies: 

1. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

2. Players should actually play, and at a certain point, they should go to 
the minors and play if they aren’t getting reps with the NHL club. Don’t sit 
in a press box. 

Winning takes priority over individual success, so the Canes find 
themselves in an undefeated situation where, for now, they aren’t fixing 
what “ain’t broke.” But they have three games in four days looming. It’s 
highly likely either one or both of the aforementioned players gets in at 
least one of them, whether it’s due to a loss, wear-and-tear prevention or 
an injury. 

Hi Sara, absolutely loved the article with the media team. How did you 
decide on wanting to take that angle? And are there any other moments 
from your career where you wish you had that level of access to some 
area of the behind-the-scenes operation? — Aoife B. 

Thanks so much, Aoife! It’s funny, you never really know which stories 
are going to hit and which will flop. Credit to my editor for putting an idea 
in my head weeks ago that we should do something about the off-ice 
battle between the Hurricanes and the Canadiens. I think that struck a 
chord with me because the questions to the actual players and coaches 
about all of this over the years have been so overdone — Sebastian Aho 
told us earlier in the season he was asleep when they matched his offer 
sheet, for instance. 

If I was going to cover this, I was done being corny and making these 
players and coaches talk about something they clearly don’t actually care 
about. So who actually cares? The fans, maybe some front-office 
members, the marketing and social teams. I’d always been interested in 
what the conversations between Tom Dundon, Don Waddell and the 
marketing team have been like, so I decided to reach out to the awesome 
Mike Forman and Dan LaTorraca. 

I figured at worst, at least I wouldn’t be doing the same thing as everyone 
else. I’m grateful they went above and beyond to give us a peek behind 
the curtain. 

Would you rather the Canes play on a bones day or a no bones day and 
why? — Cody S. 

I love and respect Noodle in all forms, and I like to live my life according 
to his status, as if he’s the moon. That said, I’d rather the Canes play on 
a bones day so I can be alert and motivated during the game, and I’d 
prefer to also have no bones on no bones days. 

Your editor asks you to research and write a deep dive into one Canes 
player and their life/family/journey before playing for Carolina. Who do 
you pick? — Peter W. 

We’ve already got Andrei Svechnikov covered, so I’ll take him out of 
contention. 

I have become fascinated with Finnish culture ever since I started 
covering the NHL and was introduced to people from Finland. So there’s 
that. Then there’s how important Aho is to this Hurricanes team. Then 

there’s the relationship he has with his dad, who is an executive with the 
high-profile team Karpat in Finland’s top league, Liiga. He also watches 
almost all of Aho’s games and will text him after the games. I’d love to 
dive into that. 

Can you explain what financial obligation the Canes have next season to 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi? I’ve read that his salary next year must be at least 
as much as his salary this year, but other stories intimate that there is a 
“deal” for a multiyear contract at a lower number. What’s the real story? 
— Bill B. 

This has been explained to me further since first publishing this mailbag. 
The long version is confusing and still filled with uncertainty depending 
on what each side decides to do, but the simple version is: The Canes 
can sign him to any contract he will agree to. If they don’t want him to be 
an unrestricted free agent at the end of the season, they have to give him 
a qualifying offer that’s tied to his salary from this season. It’s not 
common for a player to agree to a contract that’s less than that — he 
would obviously usually take the qualifying offer instead — but this isn’t a 
common situation. 

Some possible scenarios: 

1. The Canes sign him to an extension before unrestricted free agency 
opens on July 13 at any term and dollar amount that suits both parties. 
That contract couldn’t be finalized and signed until Jan. 1, but the sides 
could reach a tentative agreement sooner. 

2. The Canes don’t sign him to an extension by July 13 and give him a 
qualifying offer of $6.1 million. The most common result of this scenario 
is that team and player then negotiate a mutually beneficial extension, 
again at any term and average annual value. Less common would be 
that the player opts for arbitration and an arbitrator decides the contract, 
which could either be one or two years but would be independent of the 
qualifying offer. The rarest result, historically, would be the player signing 
the qualifying offer and playing at that number for one season — but it’s 
also rare that the qualifying offer would need to be so much higher than 
the player could otherwise receive. 

3. The Canes don’t sign him to an extension by July 13, and they elect to 
go to arbitration. Again, the team and player could still negotiate a 
contract before it gets to the arbitrator. 

Is Freddie Andersen going to get the heavy majority of the starts? Or will 
it be like the Petr Mrazek-Curtis McElhinney era? — Zachary N. 

I think we’re going to see Andersen get the majority of the starts, but I 
wouldn’t say “heavy” majority. There are so many things to keep in mind, 
between the Olympics, the condensed schedule because of the Olympics 
and gearing up for an anticipatedly deep playoff run. You have to let Antti 
Raanta take some of the regular-season brunt. 

I realized no Hurricane goaltender has worn No. 30 since Cam Ward. Is 
that just the goalies’ choice or is there an unspoken rule not to wear it? 
— Danielle P. 

There’s no unspoken rule about it, but there haven’t been many goalies 
to pass through the Hurricanes system and none of them have wanted 
30. Regardless, I’d imagine Ward’s jersey gets retired at some point 
soon. 

The power play has been productive, but has it been good thus far? It’s 
very reminiscent to last season — scores goals during the most of 
regular season, but dries up at the end. — Pat C. 

I love you, Pat, but I hate this question. 

We spend so much of our lives analyzing power plays to death, when in 
reality the elements of luck and effort are so heightened in these 
situations. Like, the reason the power play will dry up at the end of the 
season and the playoffs is that the other team’s penalty kill is either: 

1. Trying harder, because the team is making a playoff push 
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2. Trying harder, because the team is in the playoffs and the game 
means more 

3. Just better, because the teams in the playoffs are good 

I think the power play is good, and the personnel on the power play is 
good. And I wouldn’t start to worry about it until it isn’t scoring goals. I will 
end this with an interaction with noted second-unit quarterback Brett 
Pesce earlier today: 

Civian: How is life on the power play? 

Pesce: It’s nice, yeah. It’s fun. It’s exciting. 

Me: I heard Dave Ayres is getting a Disney movie. Who do you want to 
play you? 

Pesce: Joe Pesci would be nice. He’s a little old, though. 

With all that said, there’s no harm in giving Ethan Bear a shot 
quarterbacking the second power-play unit and seeing what happens. 

Only six games in, but the D hasn’t been the best. What changes could 
be done to shore things up? I know Brind’Amour likes an aggressive 
defense, but there have been some breakdowns and Freddie has had to 
bail the team out. Who is Rangoon’s overperformer so far? — Howard H. 

I agree that there has been some sloppiness, Howard, but I think this is 
more of rust wearing off than it is personnel issues. I also say this 
because basically everyone on the defense has had an “oopsie” moment 
or two thus far. There’s no one, really, to promote or demote. As we 
discussed above, it’s almost time to give Smith a shot and see if he 
sticks. 

Rangoon (my kitten, for the uninitiated) would love Warren Foegele 
because she loves when things on the TV go fast in all sorts of 
directions. But since he’s not here, Rangoon’s first star of the season is 
Teuvo Teravainen. She loves dry humor. 

So how have the Tony DeAngelo and Kotkaniemi signings been in the 
first five games? — Dennis P. 

Dennis, you’ve come to the right place. Here are my longwinded opinions 
on both. 

Do you think Svech can keep up his scoring pace? — Nick S. 

I honestly think he can do even better. His game is so elite in terms of 
scoring and passing, and he tries harder than most people I’ve come 
across in life. I want to be on the record saying Andrei Svechnikov will 
score 100 points this year. 

Sara … how much of your articles does your boyfriend dictate to you? — 
T.B. 

Bold of you to assume he knows how to read. 
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Joel Quenneville resigns as Florida Panthers coach amid Chicago 
Blackhawks scandal 

 

By TIM REYNOLDS ASSOCIATED PRESS |OCT 28, 2021 AT 9:56 PM 

 

SUNRISE, FLA. — Joel Quenneville resigned as coach of the Florida 
Panthers on Thursday, two days after the second-winningest coach in 
NHL history was among those implicated for not swiftly responding to 
allegations by a Chicago Blackhawks player in 2010 of being sexually 
assaulted by a video coach. 

The announcement was made shortly after Quenneville met with NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman in New York to discuss his role in what 
happened in Chicago during the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs, when Hawks 
prospect Kyle Beach said he was sexually assaulted by then-Blackhawks 
video coach Brad Aldrich. 

“Joel made the decision to resign, and the Florida Panthers accepted that 
resignation,” Panthers President Matthew Caldwell said. 

Andrew Brunette — an assistant coach under Quenneville — was hired 
as the team’s interim coach and is expected to make his debut when the 
unbeaten Panthers play at Detroit on Friday night. Brunette has never 
been a head coach. 

Quenneville resigned with about three years and $15 million remaining 
on his contract with the Panthers. 

An investigation released Tuesday said Quenneville — who coached the 
Blackhawks at that time — and others in the organization did not 
prioritize addressing Beach’s allegations, presumably because they did 
not want to take away from the team’s push toward a championship. 

Quenneville has said he was unaware of the allegations until this 
summer, a stance he reiterated as recently as Wednesday morning. 
Beach, in an interview that aired Wednesday evening on Canada’s TSN, 
said there was “absolutely no way” the then-Blackhawks coach could 
deny knowing about the allegations. 

At 7-0-0, the Panthers are off to their best start in the franchise’s 28-year 
history, looking very much like the Stanley Cup contender that 
Quenneville was hired in 2019 to build. 

Kyle Beach, a former Chicago Blackhawks prospect, reveals he is the 
‘John Doe’ suing the team over a 2010 sexual assault allegation: ‘I felt 
alone and dark’ » 

If they get there, it’ll be without him now. Players on Wednesday insisted 
their focus was solely on the ice; some of the team’s leaders, such as 
captain Aleksander Barkov and defenseman Aaron Ekblad, said they did 
not know much about the investigation or the massive fallout from 
Tuesday’s report. 

“It should go without saying that the conduct described in that report is 
troubling and inexcusable,” Caldwell said. “It stands in direct contrast to 
our values as an organization and what the Florida Panthers stand for. 
No one should ever have to endure what Kyle Beach experienced during 
and long after his time in Chicago. 

“Quite simply, he was failed. We praise his bravery and courage in 
coming forward.” 

Quenneville is the second-winningest coach in NHL history, his 969 
victories after Wednesday trailing only the 1,244 amassed by Scotty 
Bowman — the father of now-former Blackhawks general manager Stan 
Bowman, who resigned Tuesday when the investigation’s findings were 
released. Stan Bowman, like Quenneville, was among the central figures 
identified as having not acted properly and swiftly to Beach’s allegations. 

The investigation determined that Quenneville was part of a meeting 
about Beach’s claims on May 23, 2010, the same day the Hawks won the 
Western Conference title and moved on to the Stanley Cup Final. The 
Blackhawks won the Cup that season, the first of three titles won under 
Quenneville. 

Column: The Chicago Blackhawks are managing this crisis as well as 
could be expected from a team that originally denied Kyle Beach’s 
allegations » 

“Stan Bowman has quoted Joel Quenneville saying — and this is not a 
quote, this is my words — saying that the playoffs, the Stanley Cup 
playoffs and trying to win a Stanley Cup was more important than sexual 
assault,” Beach told TSN. “And I can’t believe that. As a human being, I 
cannot believe that, and I cannot accept that.” 
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The Panthers play the Red Wings in Detroit on Friday, looking to become 
the fifth franchise — and seventh team — in NHL history to begin a 
season with eight consecutive victories. The others that have done it: the 
1934-35 and 1993-94 Toronto Maple Leafs, the 1975-76 and 2006-07 
Buffalo Sabres, the 2005-06 Nashville Predators and the 2015-16 
Montreal Canadiens. 
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The Chicago Blackhawks are managing this crisis as well as could be 
expected from a team that originally denied Kyle Beach’s allegations 

 

By PAUL SULLIVAN 

 

Chicago Blackhawks star Patrick Kane conceded during a late-night 
conference call with reporters Wednesday that the Brad Aldrich scandal 
will leave a lasting “stain” on the Stanley Cup-winning season of 2010. 

“Yeah, and you have to accept that, right?” Kane said. “There’s definitely 
that problem that happened in the past, and fans have the right to look at 
it the way they want. I think the organization under the leadership of 
Danny and Rocky (Wirtz) seemed to have done a really good job as far 
as setting Jenner & Block in place to investigate and also to release the 
findings and make necessary changes. 

“I think the organization is doing everything they can to move forward and 
move forward in the right way.” 

It was nice of Kane and Jonathan Toews to answer questions about the 
incident after Wednesday’s overtime loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
whether it was their idea or not. Considering their praise of Chairman 
Rocky Wirtz and CEO Danny Wirtz — and their defense of former 
general manager Stan Bowman, who resigned to avoid becoming a 
“distraction” and also received praise from Danny Wirtz for his handling 
of the investigation — it seemed extremely beneficial to the organization 
to have the two address media members. 

Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews defend ex-GM Stan Bowman, while 
the Chicago Blackhawks stars also express sympathy and admiration for 
Kyle Beach » 

Instead of answering tough questions yourself, just let your two biggest 
stars tell the public we’re all sorry and “moving forward.” 

The Blackhawks remain winless, but they lead the league in team-issued 
statements, including one that arrived after Kyle Beach’s gut-wrenching 
decision to reveal himself as “John Doe” — the pseudonym used in a 
negligence lawsuit against the team — and his emotional recollections 
and the aftermath. 

Beach’s interview with Canada’s The Sports Network went viral, at which 
point the Blackhawks issued a statement apologizing to Beach, 
commending his “courage” and oh, by the way, reminding everyone 
there’s a new leadership team in place “committed to winning 
championships while adhering to the highest ethical, professional, and 
athletic standards.” 

Funny, that’s not what they were saying when the lawsuit was filed on 
April 30. At that time, the Hawks released a statement saying they “take 
the allegations asserted by a former player very seriously. Based on our 
investigation, we believe the allegations against the organization lack 
merit and we are confident the team will be absolved of any wrongdoing.” 

The Hawks didn’t say who conducted that investigation. President John 
McDonough already had been dismissed a year before the lawsuit was 
filed, so new leadership — with Danny Wirtz as president and Bowman 
promoted to president of hockey operations — already was in place. 

In a move applauded by most, the Hawks hired Chicago law firm Jenner 
& Block to conduct an independent investigation. Its report, issued 
Tuesday, concluded with the assertion upper management had waited 
three weeks to report Beach’s sexual assault allegation against Aldrich 
— then the team’s video coach — so not to deter from the team’s pursuit 
of its first Stanley Cup since 1961. 

On Page 5 of the report, it states the investigation “uncovered no 
evidence that the Blackhawks’ ownership (including the current chairman 
and the current CEO)” were “aware of the events of 2010 at any time” 
before the filing of the lawsuit this year. It also exonerated two other 
executives who joined the organization in 2021. 

The report also states that Jenner & Block “has never previously 
provided legal representation to the Blackhawks.” 

The firm, however, represented the Blackhawks, along with owners 
Arthur M. Wirtz and William Wirtz (Rocky’s father) and others, in a lawsuit 
filed in the 1970s by a Milwaukee businessman who had unsuccessfully 
tried to buy the Bulls. The Wirtz family owned the old Chicago Stadium 
and would not lease it to the prospective new owners, then allegedly 
persuaded NBA owners to let their own group buy the team, which would 
then agree to a Stadium lease for the Bulls. 

That doesn’t mean the investigation was compromised. It should be 
pointed out, nonetheless, as both Rocky and Danny Wirtz were 
exonerated in the Jenner & Block report. 

Timeline: The Chicago Blackhawks video coach scandal » 

The 2021 report detailed a lengthy and thorough investigation, albeit 
difficult to read because of its graphic details, and included an interview 
with McDonough as recently as this month. 

The investigation probably was made more difficult by the fact the 
original emails of McDonough and Aldrich on the company’s email 
address were deleted upon their departures. The report stated that “until 
recently, it was the Blackhawks’ general practice to not retain email data 
for individuals after their employment with the Blackhawks ended.” It 
stated that not retaining the emails was “consistent with the Blackhawks’ 
general practice” at the time. 

Aldrich’s 2010 personnel file also could not be found after “extensive 
searches,” the report stated, adding: “We therefore could not review 
Aldrich’s employment application and any notes that were added to 
Aldrich’s 201 file by Human Resources.” 

For some of us, it’s impossible to watch the Blackhawks’ response to the 
fast-moving news without thinking about “Succession,” HBO’s dark 
comedy about a family of megarich narcissists dealing with various 
media crises while jockeying for power in the family-owned corporation. 
Crafting statements, holding news conferences and spin doctoring are 
now familiar to the average TV viewer, as if we’ve been privy to them our 
whole lives. 

Crisis management in the sports world has become a growth industry, 
whether it’s reacting to the racist emails from the father of Cubs owners, 
the Hawks’ failure to respond immediately to Beach’s allegations or 
anything else that potentially could damage the image of a franchise 
worth billions. 

But this is a real-life story of a corporation trying to find the right 
balancing act between contrition for its errors in judgment and saving the 
brand from long-term damage. 

How this plays out is anyone’s guess, but the Hawks’ old marketing 
slogan “Remember the Roar” will be long forgotten by the time this 
incident is in the past. 

Bowman probably will resurface somewhere because he has a familiar 
hockey name and many friends in the business. The Hawks are sure to 
provide some good references, though perhaps not as glowing as the 
one former coach Joel Quenneville gave to Aldrich in a performance 
evaluation of his work in 2010. 
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Stan Bowman is out and the Chicago Blackhawks are fined $2M after law 
firm announces findings of its investigation related to 2010 misconduct 
allegations » 

Aldrich resigned under the threat of an investigation after getting 
permission to have the Stanley Cup for his “day.” Quenneville late 
Thursday resigned as coach of the Florida Panthers after a meeting with 
NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman. The legacy of the beloved Coach Q 
may be forever stained as well. 

Bowman, however, earned praise from Danny Wirtz on Tuesday and 
Kane on Wednesday. 

“Listen, I knew Stan very well,” Kane said. “I know him as a great man. 
He did a lot for me personally coming into the league and just over the 
course of my career. I’m sure he probably would’ve handled things a little 
bit differently nowadays. But what happened happened in the past. I think 
the organization made the right moves to get the Blackhawks going 
forward … make sure we’re trending forward.” 

This notion of a modern-day Stan Bowman being able to step up and 
address the situation like 2010 Bowman did not is one also advanced by 
Danny Wirtz, implying the then-first-year general manager had no power 
to do anything about Aldrich. 

So does that mean former general manager Dale Tallon, whose team 
Bowman inherited, gets full credit for the 2010 Cup? 

Doubtful. 

Either way, it’s time to move on and see if the Hawks can fix that power 
play and maybe get a win or two. The season is young, and it’s time to 
go. 

Forward. Not backward. 
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The 0-5-2 Chicago Blackhawks have a lot of ground to make up. 3 
takeaways from their 3-2 overtime loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks played relatively well in a 3-2 overtime loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Wednesday at the United Center — 
especially with everything weighing on them after a report brought more 
troubling revelations about the 2010 championship team and resulted in 
the ouster of personnel boss Stan Bowman. 

The Hawks still are at the bottom of the NHL standings with the likes of 
the Montreal Canadiens and Arizona Coyotes. It’s not a place they want 
to be. 

The Hawks are taking positives out of the latest loss and clinging to the 
one point they got out of it — but in the big picture the team has a lot of 
ground to make up. 

Here are three takeaways. 

1. The Blackhawks finally got a lead — and then doubled it. 

It’s not a herculean task for most teams, but it was a mountain the 2021-
22 Hawks didn’t climb for 366 minutes, 41 seconds, an NHL all-time 
worst to start a season. 

That mark of futility finally came to an end with Kirby Dach’s power-play 
goal 5:44 into the first period. 

“It’s always better to lead in a game,” Tyler Johnson said. “I thought 
overall our team played a lot better, played a lot more simple, played 
more the game style that we want to play.” 

After performing some stick work in front of Jake Muzzin, Dach lifted the 
puck over Maple Leafs goalie Jack Campbell’s glove. Philipp Kurashev 
and Seth Jones assisted. 

Six minutes later, Alex DeBrincat scored to give the Hawks a 2-0 lead. 

It’s not as if the Hawks forgot how to score, but after enough missed 
opportunities and bounces against them, it became a collective mental 
hurdle. 

“You get that sinking feeling in your stomach,” Jones said Sunday. 

One thing still hasn’t changed: They still can’t come up with stops. The 
Hawks allowed the Leafs to come back with goals in the second and third 
periods as well as the winner in overtime. 

Two of those goals had a personal touch: David Kampf, who scored one 
goal in 56 games for the Hawks last season, got a measure of revenge 
with the tying goal in the third. And William Nylander, the brother of 
Hawks forward Alex Nylander, scored the game-winner. 

2. Kyle Beach and the aftermath of the Jenner & Block report were 
present on the Hawks’ minds. 

Before the game, Connor Murphy called it a “sad day” in the wake of the 
independent review that condemned the Hawks’ handling of Beach’s 
2010 sexual assault allegation and culminated in Bowman resigning his 
position this week. 

DeBrincat called it “pretty disturbing. Obviously never something you 
want to hear that goes on.” 

Kyle Beach, a former Chicago Blackhawks prospect, reveals he is the 
‘John Doe’ suing the team over a 2010 sexual assault allegation: ‘I felt 
alone and dark’ » 

Johnson, who played with Beach on the 2009-10 Spokane Chiefs in the 
WHL, called him courageous. 

“It’s obviously heartbreaking but it’s also frustrating that things like that 
happen,” Johnson said. “In our game, there’s just no place for that. I 
know Kyle, and already reading some of the stories and beforehand, 
without even knowing it was him, it was very upsetting.” 

CEO Danny Wirtz addressed the players Wednesday morning, but 
members of the team didn’t go into what was said. 

Since the summer, Hawks executives and staff who were remnants of 
the 2010 team have left or been removed. 

Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews defend ex-GM Stan Bowman, while 
the Chicago Blackhawks stars also express sympathy and admiration for 
Kyle Beach » 

“We’re trying to do the right thing,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. “On and 
off the ice. No one’s perfect, I’m not perfect. But we’re trying to do the 
right thing off the ice.” 

Before Wednesday night’s game, fans at the United Center had a range 
of reactions. 

Matthew Bulley, a 22-year-old bartender and EMT student from 
Naperville, said he became a hockey fan because of the Hawks’ 2010 
Stanley Cup run. 

“To see how long they kept things a secret, and how many people were 
involved in the end of it, you were hoping for it to be nothing and ... now 
you’re hoping there’s a big change coming forward,” he said. 

Desmond Bailey, 33, a pro wrestler from Chicago, said the report doesn’t 
change his feelings about the Hawks — or their 2010 Cup. 
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“I don’t think it tarnishes anything,” he said. “Everybody worked hard for 
it; the fans, obviously, they’re still here, still supporting the colors.” 

Andy Sain, a student from Los Angeles, called Beach “courageous” and 
said it was “unfortunate how the hockey community handled the 
situation.” 

He said the Hawks made the right decision regarding those who left the 
organization: “It’s an important step to move forward.” 

Patrick Kane acknowledged the Hawks have work do to with longtime 
fans who are wrestling with how to feel. 

“You have to accept that, right?” he said before the game. “There’s 
definitely that problem that happened in the past and I think fans have 
the right to look at it the way they want. 

“I think the organization under the leadership of Danny and Rocky 
seemed to have done a really good job as far as setting Jenner & Block 
in place to investigate and also to release the findings and to make 
necessary changes. I think the organization is doing everything they can 
to move forward and move forward in the right way.” 

3. The week’s events overshadowed the 0-5-2 record. 

Beach’s interview, Bowman’s resignation and Jenner & Block’s report 
were the headlines, but it shouldn’t be lost on anyone that the Hawks are 
0-5-2 with just two points. 

It would be one thing if the Hawks rallied to salvage a point against the 
Maple Leafs, but they frittered away the one lead they took this season. 

“There were still moments we got back to playing too cute of hockey and 
not making those simple plays, making chips with speed and 
forechecking hard,” Johnson said. “To be honest, I think that should be 
our team’s strength.” 

Column: Regaining the trust of Chicago Blackhawks fans has to be the 
No. 1 priority for Rocky and Danny Wirtz » 

Colliton said his team played hard but “didn’t get rewarded with two 
points.” 

“We played a very mature game, moving pucks ahead, really good close 
support, hard forechecking, found ways to force turnovers and created 
offense from that,” he said. “I thought we were good defensively.” 

The Hawks have had plenty of moments this season when the defense 
has fallen flat on its face, but this wasn’t one of them. 

John Tavares and Kampf had some wicked backhanders to rally the 
Leafs. 

Colliton said going through this period of adversity will pay off later. 

“We battled, we just didn’t kill the game when we had our chances, 
whether that was up 2-0, if we can get that third one in the beginning of 
the third period, we had that power play we hit a couple of posts, we’re 
right there,” he said. 
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Joel Quenneville out as Panthers coach in Blackhawks investigation 
aftermath 

“My former team, the Blackhawks, failed Kyle [Beach], and I own my 
share of that,” Quenneville said in a statement. 

 

By Ben Pope Updated Oct 28, 2021, 9:01pm CDT 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Joel Quenneville’s tenure as Panthers coach ended 
Thursday, three days after an investigation found the former Blackhawks 
coach was involved in the cover-up of an alleged sexual assault in 2010. 

Quenneville met with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman on Thursday in 
New York. Hours later, he finally resigned from his post with “deep regret 
and contrition,” he said in a statement. 

In a now-infamous May 2010 meeting of Hawks leadership, Quenneville 
joined then-president John McDonough in lobbying against taking 
immediate action regarding former video coach Brad Aldrich for an 
alleged assault of former Hawks player Kyle Beach, ex-GM Stan 
Bowman told Jenner & Block investigators. 

“I want to express my sorrow for the pain this young man, Kyle Beach, 
has suffered,” Quenneville said in his statement. “My former team, the 
Blackhawks, failed Kyle, and I own my share of that. I want to reflect on 
how all of this happened and take the time to educate myself on ensuring 
hockey spaces are safe for everyone.” 

Andrew Brunette, a longtime NHL forward who retired in 2012 after 
spending his final season with the Hawks, will take over as Panthers 
interim coach, TSN reported. 

Meanwhile, Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff — a former Hawks assistant 
GM who also was found to have been in that 2010 cover-up meeting — 
moved up his scheduled meeting with Bettman to Friday, TSN reported. 

In a statement Thursday, Beach thanked the hockey community for its 
“outpouring of endless love and support” this week. 

But Beach also said his “battle is really just beginning,” alleging the 
Hawks “continue to attempt to destroy my case in court.” 

The Hawks did file a support to their motion to dismiss Beach’s lawsuit 
Tuesday. But they said Wednesday that was done only to meet an 
unfortunately timed court-mandated deadline and that they intend to 
settle the case, with initial talks scheduled with Beach’s lawyer next 
week. 

The legal proceedings have been lengthy and convoluted all summer, so 
it might take weeks to determine each side’s true intentions. 
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‘Q’ rating never lower: That’s ex-Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville’s 
reality now 

There’s plenty of disgrace to go around, but Quenneville will carry an 
extra-large share. He had the stature to stand up to John McDonough or 
anyone else and raise his voice so there was no mistaking it. 

 

By Steve Greenberg Oct 29, 2021, 12:12am CDT 

 

Joel Quenneville is 31 victories shy of going where only one NHL coach 
has gone before. Ironically, that coach was Scotty Bowman, whose son, 
Stan, stepped down as Blackhawks general manager Tuesday amid a 
sexual-assault scandal that has rocked the organization and outraged the 
public. The elder Bowman worked for the Hawks, too, when former video 
coach Brad Aldrich allegedly assaulted then-prospect Kyle Beach in 2010 
and the Hawks, according to an independent investigation conducted by 
Chicago law firm Jenner & Block, failed to take appropriate action in what 
amounted to a cover-up. 

Never has the titanic No. 1,000 looked so small and inconsequential as it 
does as Quenneville closes in on it. Here’s hoping he never gets there. 
Here’s hoping the coach known as “Q” remains stuck on 969 — with an 
asterisk for a grave, inexcusable failure — forever. 
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The three-time Stanley Cup winner with the Hawks has the résumé of a 
living legend but, after a damning investigation, a Q rating that has never 
been lower. This won’t soon change after it was revealed that he met 
privately with then-president John McDonough, Stan Bowman, assistant 
GM Kevin Cheveldayoff and other team executives after the Western 
Conference finals in 2010 and prioritized focusing on a title chase above 
protecting a 20-year-old player — and potentially others — by cutting off 
Aldrich from the team while dutifully confronting the allegations against 
him. 

The rumors and reports that began to swirl Thursday were later 
confirmed: Quenneville resigned as coach of the Panthers. 

Fans here once loved Quenneville — revered him — for his stoic, no-
nonsense, unflappable ways. No matter what swirled around him and a 
star-studded team that blew up into a dynasty, Quenneville was all about 
the next game, the next practice, the next shift. Throw in a famous 
mustache, and he was a distinctly impressive figure who always seemed 
to give the Hawks an edge. But if all that led to his success, it also seems 
to have led to his defining failure. 

That failure continued Wednesday, when Quenneville inexplicably was 
allowed to coach his unbeaten Panthers and collect “W” No. 969. A day 
later, he was in New York meeting with NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman. Cheveldayoff, now GM of the Jets, was to meet with Bettman 
on Friday. 

Public reaction to Quenneville coaching Wednesday was swift and 
severe: What were the Panthers and the NHL thinking? But an equally 
relevant question: Why didn’t Quenneville himself think better of it? 

Call it a simple Q&A, and the answer is that’s just who he is. And who, it 
turns out, he isn’t. 

Meanwhile, the tide of public opinion seems to have turned entirely 
against an organization that watched Beach come and — deeply 
damaged, if not broken — go. Franchise icons Jonathan Toews and 
Patrick Kane are among those who are being shredded on social media. 
That itself is an interesting thing to think about and a complicated thing to 
talk about honestly. 

It’s clear that Toews and Kane — the only players still active from that 
2010 Cup run — didn’t actively stand for an assaulted teammate or 
against a predator in the building. But it’s unclear how much they knew 
and when they knew it. It’s also true that Toews was 22 and Kane 21 at 
the time of Beach’s alleged assault, and it’s just not intellectually honest 
to suggest that’s irrelevant. 

“I thought what I’d heard,” Toews said Wednesday, “was the beginning 
and the end of it. … I thought Brad being let go or resigning from the 
organization was the way that it was dealt with.” 

A 33-year-old player, as Toews is now, might have more maturity, 
wisdom and perspective to bring to bear. Quenneville, on the other hand, 
was 51 — a 500-game winner who’d taken 11 teams in three NHL cities 
to the playoffs — when he decided, the investigation found, to keep his 
Cup-focused blinders on. For a man with teenagers at home at the time, 
there seemingly was no instinct to protect players young enough to be 
his own sons. 

Worse still, Quenneville appears to have lied about what he knew and 
when he knew it. He told the AP in July of this year — after Beach filed a 
lawsuit against the Hawks — that he’d “first learned of these allegations 
through the media earlier this summer.” 

The investigation concluded Quenneville was well informed in 2010. 
Beach told Canadian network TSN this week there was “absolutely no 
way [Quenneville could] deny knowing it.” 

There’s plenty of disgrace to go around, but Quenneville will carry an 
extra-large share. He was the coach. He had the stature to stand up to 
McDonough or anyone else and raise his voice so there was no 
mistaking it. 

“If I see Aldrich within 50 rinks of one of my players ever again, every one 
of you will regret it,” is the sort of thing Quenneville might find himself 
wishing he had said. 

But he didn’t, so here’s a piece of advice — call it a Q tip — for a coach 
who utterly blew it: 

Just go away. 
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Joel Quenneville out as Panthers coach in Blackhawks investigation 
aftermath 

“My former team, the Blackhawks, failed Kyle [Beach], and I own my 
share of that,” Quenneville said in a statement. 

 

By Ben Pope Updated Oct 28, 2021, 9:01pm CDT 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Joel Quenneville’s tenure as Panthers coach ended 
Thursday, three days after an investigation found the former Blackhawks 
coach was involved in the cover-up of an alleged sexual assault in 2010. 

Quenneville met with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman on Thursday in 
New York. Hours later, he finally resigned from his post with “deep regret 
and contrition,” he said in a statement. 

In a now-infamous May 2010 meeting of Hawks leadership, Quenneville 
joined then-president John McDonough in lobbying against taking 
immediate action regarding former video coach Brad Aldrich for an 
alleged assault of former Hawks player Kyle Beach, ex-GM Stan 
Bowman told Jenner & Block investigators. 

“I want to express my sorrow for the pain this young man, Kyle Beach, 
has suffered,” Quenneville said in his statement. “My former team, the 
Blackhawks, failed Kyle, and I own my share of that. I want to reflect on 
how all of this happened and take the time to educate myself on ensuring 
hockey spaces are safe for everyone.” 

Andrew Brunette, a longtime NHL forward who retired in 2012 after 
spending his final season with the Hawks, will take over as Panthers 
interim coach, TSN reported. 

Meanwhile, Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff — a former Hawks assistant 
GM who also was found to have been in that 2010 cover-up meeting — 
moved up his scheduled meeting with Bettman to Friday, TSN reported. 

In a statement Thursday, Beach thanked the hockey community for its 
“outpouring of endless love and support” this week. 

But Beach also said his “battle is really just beginning,” alleging the 
Hawks “continue to attempt to destroy my case in court.” 

The Hawks did file a support to their motion to dismiss Beach’s lawsuit 
Tuesday. But they said Wednesday that was done only to meet an 
unfortunately timed court-mandated deadline and that they intend to 
settle the case, with initial talks scheduled with Beach’s lawyer next 
week. 

The legal proceedings have been lengthy and convoluted all summer, so 
it might take weeks to determine each side’s true intentions. 
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Blackhawks’ Jonathan Toews strikes wrong chords with comments on 
Stan Bowman, Kyle Beach 

On a day when the Hawks and the hockey community needed to deliver 
empathy and demonstrate progress, Toews fell far short on both fronts. 

 

By Ben Pope Oct 28, 2021, 2:31pm CDT 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — As the hockey world reflected on its flaws 
Wednesday, taking an important step toward improving its culture, 
Jonathan Toews sounded stuck in time, tone-deaf to the mood of the 
day. 

Addressing the media after the Blackhawks’ loss to the Maple Leafs — 
Toews’ first public comments since the conclusion Tuesday of the 
investigation into an alleged sexual assault and victim Kyle Beach’s step 
into the spotlight Wednesday — the Hawks’ captain struck all the wrong 
chords. 

Toews’ passionate defense of disgraced ex-general manager Stan 
Bowman was the worst of all, but his comments weren’t exactly 
commendable before that. 

He first said he didn’t want to “exonerate himself,” but then promptly 
emphasized he didn’t know about former video coach Brad Aldrich’s 
alleged assault of Beach until training camp the next season, at which 
point Aldrich was finally out of Chicago. 

In comparison, Patrick Kane, speaking minutes before, led by praising 
Beach, saying it was “very courageous for him to come out and let his 
name be known to the world after everything he went through.” 

Toews recalled hearing the story from a “bunch of guys” talking outside 
the Sutton Place Hotel on the Near North Side, where the Hawks were 
holding a meeting before the start of their 2010-11 training camp. But 
even then, he did “not really” consider taking any action in response. 

“I thought what I’d heard was the beginning and the end of it,” Toews 
said. “Not that it was a joke, but it was something that wasn’t taken 
super-seriously at the time. I thought [Aldrich] being let go or resigning 
from the organization was the way that it was dealt with. To me, it was 
water under the bridge. 

“Had I been more connected in any way to the situation and known some 
of the more gory details of it, I’d like to say, yeah, I would’ve acted 
differently in my role as captain, for sure.” 

Toews described Beach as a “happy-go-lucky kid” — the same term 
used by Kane, who apparently knew Beach a bit better than Toews did 
— but focused more on Beach never spending ‘‘too much time here in 
Chicago” and that he “hasn’t been in contact [with Beach] for quite some 
time.” 

While sentences of sympathy were scattered about, Toews’ comments 
carried a subtle yet discernible tone of separation and self-preservation 
taking precedence over responsibility and remorse. 

And Toews’ goal to preserve himself and those most influential to his 
career — which Beach, his NHL dreams ruined by a cover-up that made 
him feel like he “didn’t exist,” evidently was not — carried over when he 
was asked if his opinions of Bowman and also-removed longtime 
executive Al MacIsaac had changed this week. On that front, Toews’ 
tone shifted from subtle to explicit. 

“To me, Stan and Al, make any argument you want, they’re not directly 
complicit in the activities that happened,” Toews said. 

“I just know them as people, and I’ve had a relationship and friendship 
with them for a long time as part of the Blackhawks family. People like Al 
and Stan have made coming to the Blackhawks . . . one of the special 
places to play hockey. 

“Regardless of mistakes that may have been made, for someone like 
Stan, who has done so much for the Blackhawks — and Al, as well — to 
lose everything they care about and their livelihoods, as well . . . I don’t 
understand how that makes it go away, to just delete them from 
existence and [say], ‘That’s it, we’ll never hear from them again.’ ” 

(To clarify, the investigation determined Bowman and MacIsaac were 
involved and complicit in the May 23, 2010, meeting in which Hawks 
brass determined not to take any actions regarding Aldrich until three 
weeks later, after the Stanley Cup Final.) 

Kane and coach Jeremy Colliton also mentioned their own strong 
personal relationships with Bowman, but did so in a way that made it 
clear they nonetheless understood Bowman’s culpability in Beach’s 
tragedy. 

Kane called Bowman’s resignation “necessary” and “right,” albeit with 
some couching. Colliton said the actions detailed in the report were 
“unacceptable” and later apologized, unprompted, for “not being more 
specific about my sympathy and admiration for the courage of the victims 
. . . especially Kyle Beach.” 

“It’s up to us, in leadership positions, to do everything we can to protect 
those without power,” Colliton added. 

Meanwhile, Alex DeBrincat — who was 12 in 2010, nowhere near the 
Hawks — impressively withheld no punches when asked about 
Bowman’s exit, saying it was “a change that needed to happen” and “a 
good thing we parted ways.” 

Yet Toews, despite being the most powerful player in the Hawks’ locker 
room in 2010 and 2021, somehow missed the whole ‘‘accountability’’ 
memo. 

Ultimately, Toews’ careless interview won’t cost him his spot on the 
team, strip him of his captaincy or directly affect him in any significant 
way. Part of that is because of hockey culture’s aforementioned flaws. 
Another part is because Toews — as a player — truly was not as 
blameworthy in the cover-up as his coaches and team management. 

On a day when the Hawks and the hockey community needed to deliver 
empathy and demonstrate progress, Toews fell far short on both fronts in 
a disappointing and unsettling way. 
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Toews, Kane misfire when discussing sexual assault scandal 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

John Dietz 

 

After the Blackhawks fell to Toronto in overtime Wednesday, coach 
Jeremy Colliton began his postgame Zoom interview by apologizing for 
not being more sensitive to sexual abuse victims in comments he made 
that morning. 

"I made a mistake in not being more specific about my sympathy and 
admiration for the courage of the victims of the sexual assaults," Colliton 
said. "Especially certainly Kyle Beach ... him coming on TV and speaking 
as he did. 

"I haven't seen everything, but I have seen a couple of his quotes and 
obviously very powerful. He needs to be commended and it took a lot 
obviously to go through what he's gone through." 

About 30 minutes before the Hawks' game against the Maple Leafs, 
Beach went on TSN, and told the world that he was the John Doe who 
had been abused by then-video coach Brad Aldrich in 2010. Beach was 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 29, 2021 

 

the 11th overall pick of the 2008 draft and in the midst of trying to fulfill 
his dream of reaching the NHL. 

Colliton, a second-round pick by the Islanders in 2003, can relate as he 
played in just 57 NHL games. 

"Well, it's hard to put myself exactly in his shoes and I don't want to 
speak for him, certainly," Colliton said. "But obviously everyone wants to 
make it and there's pressure and you feel like this is your chance. 
Any(one in) position of power, we've got to protect people and it's up to 
us in leadership positions to do everything we can to protect those 
without power." 

Perfectly stated. 

Unfortunately for the Hawks, Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews did not 
handle their postgame pressers nearly as well. 

While Kane did say it's "just a terrible situation" and it was "very 
courageous" for Beach to identify himself, he also called GM Stan 
Bowman "a great man." 

"He did a lot for me personally, coming into the league and over the 
course of my career," Kane said. 

Shockingly, Toews took the same tone, saying he "has a ton of respect" 
for Bowman and former vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac 
-- both of whom were in a meeting with senior management when the 
allegations of sexual abuse first came to light in May 2010. 

"Stan and Al -- make any argument you want -- they're not directly 
complicit in the activities that happened." Toews said. 

There is obviously no road map for how to answer questions about such 
a difficult situation, but common sense says everyone should have 
focused on the victims. Not Bowman. Not MacIsaac. Not former coach 
Joel Quenneville or anybody else. Only the victims -- and specifically 
Beach. 

"My heart goes out to Kyle for what he dealt with. I wish I could've done 
something," Toews said. 

Perfect. Stop there. 

But he didn't. 

"It's obviously not an excuse looking back, but the truth is a lot of us were 
just focused on playing hockey and doing what we were doing every 
single day," Toews continued. "If you do hear rumors, (it's) in the back of 
your mind. Now if you look at the detail of it all, it looks ugly and it's really 
hard to stomach the fact you didn't dive into something like that a little bit 
more and take it more seriously." 

So does all of this put a stain on the Hawks' 2010 Stanley Cup 
championship? 

Kane said he'll "always have special memories from that year" but that 
"with everything coming to light, that might overshadow it a little bit." 

Toews -- while saying the scandal puts things in perspective -- said this: 
"When you're chasing your dream of winning a Stanley Cup, it becomes 
the only thing. As they say, winning is everything and it just consumes 
your whole world. 

"It's a special memory ... but when (there's) something like this that 
tarnishes it, it makes you realize there's more to life than hockey in so 
many ways. This is an unfortunate situation. 

"Winning the Stanley Cup that year is beside the point. Whether we won 
or not, do we wish this would've been dealt with differently in some 
ways? Probably. We wish it could've taken it back and it never happened 
and young players never had to deal with a situation like that? 
Absolutely. 

"It's just tough all around." 

Indeed. But it was toughest for Beach and for those Aldrich abused in the 
years after he left the Hawks. 

Let's remember that today. And every day going forward. 

Roster move: 

The Hawks called up defenseman Isaak Phillips from the Rockford 
IceHogs and sent defenseman Ian Mitchell down to the AHL team. The 
Hawks play at Carolina on Friday and at St. Louis on Saturday. 
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Beach thanks fans, Blackhawks schedule settlement talks 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Exactly 24 hours after revealing himself as John Doe in the sexual 
assault lawsuit against the Blackhawks, Kyle Beach shared a message 
on his Twitter account Thursday to thank everyone "for the outpouring of 
endless love and support" since the Jenner & Block report was made 
public. 

Beach, who was selected by Chicago in the first round (No. 11 overall) of 
the 2008 NHL Draft, also indicated that his battle with the Blackhawks "is 
really just beginning," with the team attempting "to destroy my case in 
court." 

Blackhawks CEO Danny Wirtz said in Tuesday's press briefing that he 
has "instructed our lawyers to see if we can reach a fair resolution 
consistent with the totality of the circumstances." 

Later that day, the Blackhawks filed a motion to dismiss the case, but a 
team spokesperson confirmed to NBC Sports Chicago on Thursday 
evening that the filings were made to be in compliance with the court's 
deadline. The Blackhawks have scheduled settlements talks for early 
next week with Susan Loggans, the lawyer representing Kyle Beach and 
the other unnamed alleged victim. 

"Consistent with Danny Wirtz’s public statement, Blackhawks litigation 
counsel reached out to Ms. Loggans on Tuesday to begin discussions," 
the Blackhawks said in a statement. "A call is scheduled for early next 
week. 

 "As to the filings on Tuesday, in compliance with the Court’s established 
briefing schedule, we filed our replies in support of our pending motions 
to dismiss in the ongoing lawsuit on Tuesday’s deadline. Both cases 
remain pending, but we will engage in good faith efforts to fairly resolve 
these matters to rectify the harm Kyle Beach and John Doe 2 have 
suffered to the extent possible." 

Beach alleges that he was sexually assaulted by former video coach 
Bradley Aldrich during the 2010 Stanley Cup Playoffs. The Blackhawks 
made organizational changes after the report was made public, which 
included the removal of Stan Bowman and Al MacIsaac from their 
respective positions. 

Here's the full message Beach posted on Twitter: 

“I have immense gratitude for the outpouring of endless love and support 
that has come through within the past 48 hours. Although the results of 
the private investigation have been released, and the Blackhawks have 
apologized, my battle is really just beginning, as the Blackhawks continue 
to attempt to destroy my case in court. 

“While I take this time to reflect and continue the healing process, it is a 
reminder that this is not about me as an individual. This is to promote 
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open communication that will facilitate change for the future, to promote 
safety, as well as the health and well-being of society as a whole. 

“Thank you.” 
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Blackhawks’ Kane, Toews address report and Kyle Beach story 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

HAWKS INSIDER 

On Tuesday, the Blackhawks released the findings of the Jenner & Block 
investigation into the sexual assault allegations against former video 
coach Brad Aldrich and made organizational changes immediately after 
doing so. Stan Bowman stepped down as President/GM, and Al 
MacIsaac was also relieved of his duties. 

A little more than 24 hours later, Kyle Beach came forward as John Doe 
in a 25-minute interview with TSN's Rick Westhead. He shared his story 
through his own words, and it was heartbreaking and emotional to watch. 

Before Wednesday's game, alternate captains Alex DeBrincat and 
Connor Murphy addressed the media to discuss the events that followed 
the report. But the two players that we needed to hear from were Patrick 
Kane and Jonathan Toews, the only two members from the 2010 Stanley 
Cup team. 

Kane, who remains in COVID-19 protocol, requested to speak to the 
media after the game from his home, according to the Blackhawks' PR, 
and Toews, who was removed from COVID-19 protocol just before the 
game, also spoke. 

Toews was asked to recall what he knew at the time after Beach came 
out and said he's certain every single player on the team was aware. 

"Listen, at the end of the day, I don't wish to exonerate myself in this 
situation in any way by saying I didn't know," Toews said. "But the truth is 
that I had not heard about it until training camp the next year. At the end 
of the day, that doesn't change what happened. It doesn't take that away. 
It doesn't make it go away. At the end of the day, collectively, as players, 
if guys did know, hindsight's 20-20. We wish we could've done something 
differently, myself included. 

"My heart goes out to Kyle for what he dealt with. I wish I could've done 
something. It's obviously not an excuse looking back, but the truth is a lot 
of us were just focused on playing hockey and doing what we were doing 
every single day. If you do hear rumors in the back of your mind. Now, if 
you look at the detail of it all, it looks ugly, and it's really hard to stomach 
the fact you didn't dive into something like that a little bit more and take it 
more seriously. 

"It's always easy to say in hindsight, and obviously it's a long time ago, 
but at the end of the day, I feel a ton for what Kyle went through and what 
he's dealing with at this point, too. I don't know what else to say. The 
guys that were part of that group all wish they could've done something 
different." 

Kane said he didn't know that John Doe was Beach until he revealed 
himself on Wednesday. 

"Just a terrible situation and very courageous for him to come out and let 
his name be known to the world after everything he went through," Kane 
said. "I knew Kyle pretty well from a couple different training camps and 
just seemed like a happy-go-lucky guy and always in a good mood. So I 
think hearing that it was him and with the news and with everything 
going, obviously you feel for him, compassion for him and his family, and 

wish back then we could've done some different things or new about 
some different things and maybe we could've helped him." 

The Blackhawks broke a 49-year championship drought by winning it all 
in 2010. But the developments over the last 48 hours have put a stain on 
what they accomplished on the ice. 

"It puts things in perspective," Toews said. "When you're chasing your 
dream of winning a Stanley Cup, it becomes the only thing. As they say, 
winning is everything, and it just consumes your whole world. It's a 
special memory in a lot of ways, but when [there's] something like this 
that tarnishes it, it makes you realize there's more to life than hockey in 
so many ways. 

"This is an unfortunate situation. Winning the Stanley Cup that year is 
beside the point. Whether we won or not, do we wish this would've been 
dealt with differently in some ways? Probably. We wish it could've taken it 
back, and it never happened, and young players never had to deal with a 
situation like that? Absolutely. It's just tough all around." 

Kane concurred. 

"It's tough," Kane said. "You have a lot of great memories from that year, 
and I think just learning the news and how everything went down 
definitely could've been handled differently, most importantly for Kyle's 
sake." 

Kane and Toews each commented on the departures of Stan Bowman 
and Al MacIsaac, both of whom had been with the organization for all 
three Stanley Cup runs. And while you understand the relationship the 
two of them had with the management group — particularly Kane, who 
lived with Bowman his rookie season — it didn't feel like this was an 
appropriate time to come to their defense. 

"To me, Stan and Al, make any argument you want; they're not directly 
complicit in the activities that happened," Toews said. "It's not up to me to 
comment on whether they'd like to deal with it differently or not. I just 
know them as people, and I've had a relationship and friendship with 
them for a long time as being part of the Blackhawks family. People like 
Al and Stan have made coming to the Blackhawks for players around the 
league, who come here to play on this team, one of the special places to 
play hockey. To me, I have a ton of respect for them as people. How the 
situation went down, what the timeline was, what they knew, I can't really 
comment on that." 

"I knew Stan very well," Kane said. "I know him as a great man. He did a 
lot for me, personally, coming into the league and just over the course of 
my career. I'm sure he probably would've handled things a little bit 
differently nowadays, but what happened, happened in the past. I think 
the organization made the right moves to get the Blackhawks going 
forward in the right steps and making sure we're trending forward." 
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Hockey takes a backseat in Blackhawks’ OT loss 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks played a hockey game at the United Center on 
Wednesday night. They scored the first goal for the first time all season 
and held their first lead in 366:41 minutes. They picked up a point but 
dropped their seventh straight. 

And yet, whether it was a win or a loss, the result didn't feel very high on 
the list of things that were important, given the last 36 hours. Especially 
when you factored in the latest development. 
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An hour and a half before puck drop, former Blackhawks first-round pick 
(No. 11 overall) in 2008 Kyle Beach revealed himself as John Doe in the 
lawsuit against the Blackhawks. The independent investigation by Jenner 
& Block was made public on Tuesday in a 107-page report and detailed 
the sexual assault allegations against former video coach Bradley Aldrich 
and the mishandling of the matters by the organization. 

Beach opened up to TSN's Rick Westhead in a 25-minute interview, and 
it was raw and emotional from start to finish. 

"Yesterday was a day of many emotions," Beach said. "I cried, I smiled, I 
laughed, I cried some more. ... And following it, just a great feeling of 
relief and vindication, and it was no longer my word against everybody 
else’s. Because a lot of things were made public, a lot of people were 
interviewed, and I really felt like there was a lot of lies told in the media. 
And it was very special and important to me to have that truth come out 
yesterday." 

Beach showed tremendous courage and bravery by revealing his 
identity. He tried to suppress the memories for so long but decided to 
share his story for one reason. 

"It’s destroyed me from the inside out, and I want everybody to know in 
the sports world and in the world that you’re not alone," Beach said. 
"That if these things happen to you, you need to speak up. ... I hope that 
this entire process can make a systematic change to make sure this 
never happens again. Because it not only affected me as a young adult 
and now as a 31-year-old man, but it also affected kids because it was 
not handled in a correct way." 

It infuriates you, even more, when you hear the words come directly from 
Beach's mouth. He felt betrayed. Nobody took his side. And after long 11 
years, he finally has some sort of justice, although it doesn't exactly feel 
like that because his entire life changed from the events. 

From an organizational perspective, the Blackhawks' culture needs to 
change and that process is already underway. Every executive from the 
2010 Stanley Cup team is no longer with the franchise after Stan 
Bowman stepped down as President/GM and Al MacIsaac was removed 
from his role as senior VP of hockey operations. 

"I think that the step the Blackhawks took yesterday is a great step in the 
right direction," Beach said. "They accepted accountability and they took 
actions necessary, albeit too late. And the denials until yesterday, I 
commend them for what they did." 

Inside the locker room, the Blackhawks addressed the events after 
Wednesday's morning skate. CEO Danny Wirtz spoke to the team and 
the message was clear. 

"The main message was to not let this happen again and treat everyone 
with respect in the organization," Alex DeBrincat said. "It’s a horrible 
story. I don’t think that will happen again." 

For Beach, the healing process is just beginning. Speaking out was the 
first step. Now sharing his story and impacting the lives of others will be 
his life-long mission. 

"The one thing I want to make sure comes from this is change," Beach 
said. "I want to make sure in any way possible that this does not happen 
to somebody else. Because it will happen again, I will not be the only 
one. Whether it’s in hockey, soccer, any sport, any business, any 
company, there needs to be a system in place that it gets dealt with. And 
that it’s somebody making the decision to deal with it, that has no skin in 
the game. 

"I would love to be able to help, I would love to be able to advocate. I 
would love to be able to support survivors in coming out and coming 
forward, I’d love to be there in any way possible and I would love to be a 
part of a group that really comes up and designs a system to make sure 
that there is a safe place in the sports world and there’s a safe place that 
every child or adult, male or female can go if they’re in trouble or if they 
feel uncomfortable, where they won’t be judged and they won’t have to 
go through what I did." 
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Gentille: Eleven years after failing Kyle Beach, Joel Quenneville gets 
what he deserved — a day late 

 

By Sean Gentille Oct 29, 2021  

  

We watched Kyle Beach sit in front of a camera on Wednesday night, 
shouldering guilt that he didn’t deserve, braver than the fleet of men 
who’d let him down. 

At times, he was vulnerable. At times, he was tough. He was measured, 
mainly. He was sad, mainly. He was courageous, through it all. 

He was also angry — noticeably, palpably, in a way that deviated from 
the rest of his words and the way he delivered them — once. He was 
angry when he talked about Joel Quenneville. 

We knew at the time that Quenneville — with a blend of cluelessness 
and hubris and moral failure that’s rare, but not rare enough — was 
prepping for his 1,768th game as an NHL head coach. 

We know now that it may have been, and should be, his last.  

Quenneville resigned on Thursday night, after a meeting with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman in the afternoon. That’s good. 

It’s good that the Blackhawks’ Hockey Man brain trust — one by one, a 
decade too late — is paying for how they betrayed Beach, and for the 
role their choice played in permitting the sexual assault of a minor in 
2013. It’s irony, I suppose, that a bunch of guys whose reputations and 
bank accounts are built on the fetishization of accountability dodged it as 
long as they did. 

Bettman, in a news release on Thursday night, said Quenneville was part 
of a Blackhawks group that “mishandled the 2010 sexual assault claim,” 
as if they botched on an office lunch order. Whoops, the accounting 
department showed up. Looks like we’ll be two pizzas short.  

That, from Bettman, is the sort of thing that makes it impossible to shake 
the feeling that Quenneville’s reckoning only arrived because Kyle Beach 
came forward — not just the words of the 107-page Jenner & Block 
report. Because we saw that it wasn’t enough for Quenneville to take a 
day off. It wasn’t enough for the Panthers to give him one. It wasn’t 
enough for the league to step in. Instead, they blew it. The opportunity to 
choose a course that was both morally right and PR-savvy? No thanks. 
We’re good. 

And thus, we got Quenneville, choosing his suit and combing his 
mustache while Beach put a face and a voice to what we’d learned the 
day before. 

“Stan Bowman has quoted Joel Quenneville saying — and this is not a 
quote, this is my words — saying that the playoffs, the Stanley Cup 
playoffs and trying to win a Stanley Cup was more important than sexual 
assault. And I can’t believe that,” Beach told TSN’s Rick Westhead. 

“As a human being, I cannot believe that, and I cannot accept that. I’ve 
witnessed meetings, right after I reported it to (mental skills coach) 
James Gary, that were held in Joel Quenneville’s office. There’s 
absolutely no way that he can deny knowing it and there’s absolutely no 
way that Stan Bowman would make up a quote like that, to somebody 
who served his organization and his team so well.” 

It’s not that Quenneville had skated in the court of public opinion until that 
point, either. It was reasonable to expect the implication of Bowman, who 
resigned upon the report’s release on Tuesday, and John McDonough, 
who didn’t have a job to quit. 
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But Bowman putting Quenneville in the room? Quenneville putting 
Quenneville in the room? That, for whatever reason, seemed more of a 
surprise — but there he was, “agitated,” according to the report, and 
broken-brained, short-sighted and callous enough to keep Aldrich around 
for the stretch run. Quenneville knew, at minimum, that one of his 
assistants was trying to sleep with his players. Why he wouldn’t err on 
the side of prevention is baffling. In an alternate timeline, Quenneville 
tells Aldrich to get lost, go home and wait for the investigation. All it 
would’ve taken was one person in a room full of grown men to do the 
right thing. That could’ve been Quenneville, and it wasn’t. 

Now, here we are. Whether it was shocking to see Quenneville on the 
Panthers bench against Boston on Wednesday night, with a career-wins 
chyron plastered below him, is almost immaterial. It was disgusting, and 
it was upsetting, and that, really, was all it needed to be. The response 
wasn’t universal, but it was close enough. 

At some point on Thursday — maybe when we learned that Quenneville 
was heading back to South Florida rather than Detroit to link up with his 
now-former team — the right outcome started to feel a little more 
realistic. Before that, if you expected the worst — Joel Quenneville, still 
head coach of the Florida Panthers — it would’ve only been because you 
paid attention. This is a sport that, at times, goes out of its way to stay 
stuck in 1994. 

More relevantly, it’s a sport run by attorneys. And there seemed to be just 
enough wiggle room for Quenneville to slide through. After all, he showed 
up to the big meeting late, the report said, and he couldn’t quite 
remember whether Beach or Aldrich’s names came up at all, actually. 
Strange thing, memories. Sure, Quenneville seemed to give Aldrich a 
glowing performance evaluation after Aldrich left the team in disgrace but 
… that’s the sort of thing a manager does for their direct reports, right? 

That’s how it would’ve happened, certain as the sunrise, had Kyle Beach 
and Joel Quenneville not each spent their Wednesday nights on 
television. Accountability’s arrival is better late than never. Good coaches 
usually understand that much. Usually. Lawyers? Eh. 

And so, this is probably where it ends for Quenneville. He chose a Cup 
run over the wellbeing of a 20-year-old. Kyle Beach is 31 now, speaking 
from a path to healing and gratitude that his coach and organization 
denied him for 11 years. As for the league and the sport? It’s time to start 
doing the right things for the right reasons. It’s time to change. 
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Lazerus: Joel Quenneville’s singular obsession with winning came at far 
too steep a price 

 

By Mark Lazerus Oct 29, 2021 

 

Joel Quenneville always spoke in clips and phrases, every jumbled 
collection of words requiring ellipses and parentheses to turn them into 
complete sentences. Mixed in among those disparate clauses were 
heavily leaned-on verbal crutches, catch-phrases, almost, that came to 
be known by an adoring Chicago as “Q-speak.” 

Net-net. 

Dependable, reliable, predictable. 

Good problems to have. 

We’ll see. 

“Special” meant great. “Didn’t mind him,” meant fine. “Fine” meant pretty 
bad. “Ordinary” meant “fire this guy into the sun.” 

But two of the most well-worn Q-speak catch-phrases have been playing 
in an endless loop in my head since we learned on Tuesday that 
Quenneville was present in that fateful May 23, 2010, meeting in which 
the Blackhawks made a heartless, soulless decision that will haunt 
everyone involved for the rest of their days. 

“Nobody likes winning more than me,” Quenneville often growled as he 
raced down the tunnel after a big playoff victory. 

“Things change quickly in our business,” was his go-to when talking 
about a player who was frustrated over a scratch or a demotion, or in his 
final couple of years in Chicago, when talking about his own job security. 

Now we know just how much Quenneville meant the former, and that 
there was no cost too high for him. Not justice for a predator, not the 
protection of his own players. 

And now Quenneville knows just how true the latter is, having resigned in 
disgrace — likely never to return to the NHL — in the midst of a 7-0-0 
start to a season in which the Florida Panthers have legitimate Stanley 
Cup aspirations, and in which he was going to become the second coach 
ever to reach 1,000 victories. 

Things indeed do change quickly in this business. Surely not quickly 
enough for Kyle Beach and all of the other victims former Blackhawks 
video coach Brad Aldrich preyed on. No, hockey culture changes at an 
infuriatingly glacial pace. But it’s starting to catch up. And now 
Quenneville joins his longtime boss and frenemy Stan Bowman as the 
latest to fall as part of a sudden and long-overdue reckoning. 

For anyone who didn’t live in Chicago from 2008-2018, it’s difficult to 
describe just how beloved Quenneville was in the city. He was everything 
Chicago looked for in a coach — gruff, gritty, old-school, emotional, 
mustachioed, an absolute master in the art of profanity. Even his F-
bombs had an inexplicable Chicago accent. Sure, he was from Windsor, 
Ontario, but the man just exuded Chicago. Every curse he hurled at the 
officials, at opponents, at his own players, only made people love him 
more. You could have replaced the famous red stars on the Chicago flag 
with four pictures of him grabbing his crotch while screaming at the refs 
in St. Louis during the 2014 playoffs and nobody would have complained. 

Nobody likes winning more than me. 

Of course, in retrospect, a lot of those “quirky and lovable” traits seem 
more like red flags, don’t they? A grown man in his 50s who had played 
or coached in more than 2,000 NHL games absolutely losing his mind 
over a call in the first period of some regular-season game in Arizona in 
November for a team that could make the playoffs with its eyes closed. A 
man so singularly obsessed with winning that he’d be willing to do 
anything — to compromise anything, anyone — to do so. 

When Kyle Beach told Paul Vincent that Aldrich had sexually assaulted 
him, Vincent brought it to Blackhawks management, which then 
summoned Quenneville, since it involved one of his coaches. Per the 
Jenner & Block report, “According to the director of human resources, 
(mental-skills coach James) Gary said that during the meeting, 
Quenneville appeared angry and was concerned about upsetting team 
chemistry. … ‘They’ decided to hold off talking to Aldrich about the 
situation until the season was over.” 

In his interview with Jenner & Block, Bowman told the investigators, 
“After learning of the incident, Quenneville shook his head and said that it 
was hard for the team to get where they were, and they could not deal 
with this issue now.” John McDonough, the man with the ultimate power 
to decide Aldrich’s fate and therefore the worst of all the bad actors 
involved, said Quenneville was “agitated.” 

So Beach, a “Black Ace” who wasn’t around the team much, continued to 
suffer in solitude. In future training camps, he’d be permanently saddled 
with “character issues,” according to coaches and scouts. He was lazy 
and didn’t have enough of a motor, we heard. Beach never played in the 
NHL and is currently in a third-tier league in Germany at age 31. 

Eleven years later, though, we know where the real character issues lay. 
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Like so many others who failed to do the right thing — the simpler thing, 
really — Quenneville undid nearly a half-century of a hockey legacy with 
one decision. 

Quenneville offered little insight to investigators, his memory apparently 
hazy. Earlier this summer, he said he was unaware of Aldrich’s actions, a 
statement he inexplicably stood by even after he was placed in the room 
by the Jenner & Block report. But maybe he really didn’t remember it 
when he put out his initial statement, or when he talked to investigators. 
After all, it clearly didn’t mean that much to him at the time. There were 
hockey games to win. And nobody likes winning more than Joel 
Quenneville. Can’t have a news cycle distract his players in the five days 
between the Western Conference final and the Stanley Cup Final. Can’t 
fire the guy cutting clips for his special-teams meetings. So to hell with 
some kid who’s not even on his roster, right? Worry about him later, 
right? 

A month later, according to the report, Quenneville wrote a performance 
evaluation of Aldrich that said he “did a great job” and “has a way of 
deflecting and accommodating everyone at once,” finishing by 
congratulating him on winning the Stanley Cup, punctuating it with an 
exclamation point. Three years later, Aldrich was convicted of criminal 
sexual conduct with a minor in Houghton, Mich. 

That’s Quenneville’s legacy now. That callous indifference, that casual 
disregard for a human’s well-being. 

This was the man who kicked the Blackhawks’ resurgence into overdrive, 
who took a team of raw talent and molded them into champions. A man 
whose name — whose mustache, we all half-joked — would be hanging 
from the rafters at the United Center for all time. A man so beloved by his 
players for the “player-friendly” environment he created, for how he let 
the veterans run the room and rarely set foot in there outside of game 
nights, for how he treated his players with such respect. An all-time great, 
a franchise pillar, a Chicago icon. 

He was all of those things. Now he’s something else entirely. Things 
change quickly in our business. 
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LeBrun: To honor Kyle Beach’s bravery, the NHL has to do better, we all 
have to do better 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Oct 28, 2021  

 

We have a name now. A hero’s name. 

Kyle Beach’s interview Wednesday was one of the most powerful events 
in NHL history. 

The pain in his voice, the courage in his actions, the tears rolling down 
my face as I watched. 

We were not there for him. 

The Chicago Blackhawks, and by extension the NHL, failed him in a way 
that can’t ever be repaired. The NHL Players’ Association did, too. The 
sport as an institution let him down. The game that he loved betrayed him 
in a way so horrific you could see it in his facial anguish Wednesday. 

And until my TSN colleague Rick Westhead got wind of this story, and 
never let go in his dogged pursuit of the truth — not to mention The 
Athletic’s work by Mark Lazerus, Scott Powers and Katie Strang — there 
is no question that I think Beach felt the hockey media let him down, too. 

On a personal level, I’m now asking myself, could I have done more? In 
my day-to-day coverage of the game in pursuit of hockey news such as 

trades, signings, line changes and features, am I asking the right 
questions? And I think a lot of people in my business are asking 
themselves the same questions this week. 

Truly, I am amazingly fortunate to be work teammates with both Rick 
Westhead and Katie Strang. As investigative reporters, they ask 
questions and pursue stories that are downright horrifying. 

Like this one. 

This kind of awful story wasn’t supposed to happen again after Graham 
James. 

The lessons learned from the 1997 conviction of that sexual predator 
were supposed to shape the hockey world forever. To put us on guard. 
And there’s no question that it led to many changes at the grassroots 
level that we still see evidence of today. 

But sexual predators are monsters who find a way, in large part, because 
of the complicity of others. And let’s not forget the name Brad Aldrich in 
this painful story. That name is still on the Stanley Cup from 2010. It’s 
disgusting and shameful on levels that are impossible to comprehend. 
His name has to be ripped off now. 

Listening to Beach describe how he felt seeing Aldrich take part in the 
Cup festivities in 2010 is a level of pain I hope no one ever has to endure 
again. 

But Beach did. Because nothing was done in that moment. A painful 
reminder, once again, to believe victims. Always believe victims. 

Make no mistake, however, Beach’s heroic courage in coming forward 
will absolutely shake the foundation of the game. Or let’s put it this way, it 
better. 

The NHL on Wednesday sent out a memo directed at the top to: 

NHL Governors and Alternate Governors 

NHL Team Presidents 

NHL General Managers 

NHL Head Coaches 

And the memo began this way: 

“The National Hockey League’s commitment to having a culture that is 
safe, inclusive and free from abuse, harassment and all forms of 
unethical behavior or misconduct is of vital importance. 

“All League and Club staff, particularly those in positions of power and 
privilege share in this responsibility.  And, as stewards of the game, our 
ownership, executives, staff, Players, fans and broader industry 
ecosystem expect that we, as leaders, ensure environments that 
represent and reinforce our values and standards. 

“Each day, all of us represent the NHL Shield.  This is true regardless of 
whether your work function puts you in the locker room, on the ice, in an 
office or elsewhere.  Collectively, we determine the success of the game 
and our business, and it starts with fundamental commitments to 
inclusion, safety and respect for all.” 

There’s more in the memo, including a reminder to teams that they can 
share anonymously any concerns by calling the hotline that was 
established in December 2020. 

That hotline, of course, is largely a result of the courage Akim Aliu 
showed in coming forward himself after the racist epithets hurled his way 
by Bill Peters in 2009. But again, meaningful change only happened 
because of the courage of a victim, not the conviction of hockey’s 
institutions — institutions that are too often reactive only when the worst 
actions of its gatekeepers become public. 

Aliu’s decision to come forward in 2019 unleashed a torrent of reaction 
around the hockey world and forced some needed, uncomfortable 
conversations about race, coaching, dressing room culture, the NHL and 
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the sport. And to this day I’m not convinced Aliu has gotten satisfactory 
answers from the league. 

But again, don’t we wish we could have been there for Aliu back in 2009 
when it happened? The hockey world failed him then. It will continue to 
fail if the memo the NHL sent is just words and doesn’t lead to true 
structural changes. 

And that’s just the thing. You will hear a lot of talk in the coming days and 
weeks about how we can use Kyle Beach’s horrific experience to better 
the game. And on some level, that’s true. 

But why is it hockey always has to be forced into action? Why is it so 
slow to respond? Why was Joel Quenneville behind an NHL bench on 
Wednesday night? Why wouldn’t there be safeguards already in place 
back in 2010 to protect Beach? Back in 2009 to protect Aliu? 

What it tells you is that there still exists a level of toxicity in the sport 
that’s beyond unacceptable. 

So before we move forward and think about progress, let’s stay in the 
moment, as difficult as it is, and focus on why we feel so nauseous about 
what Beach went through. And clearly, what he’s still living. 

I love this game. But sometimes I hate it, too. 

My own kids all play hockey, though you don’t need to be a hockey 
parent, nor a parent at all, for this story to hit home. 

As my son hit the ice for practice Wednesday evening, I found myself 
thinking of Kyle Beach, who was just 20 when he was preyed on 11 
years ago. 

My legs trembled, my heart ached, my teeth grinded. I left the arena for a 
few minutes to gain my composure. 

The rink should be a safe place for everyone. 

Kyle Beach had an NHL dream. The game betrayed him. 

He deserved so much better. 

Let us never forget. 
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Powers: Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane missed the boat by showing 
support for Stan Bowman 

 

By Scott Powers Oct 28, 2021  

 

There are people you know and like who do awful things that you aren’t 
aware of. You may never find out those awful things, but that doesn’t 
mean they don’t happen. I guarantee you that. 

The Blackhawks organization discovered in the independent report by 
Jenner & Block on Tuesday that Stan Bowman and Al MacIsaac, two 
people who were liked to varying degrees, did something really awful. 
They and others in Blackhawks management put the organization’s on-
ice pursuit of excellence over the well-being of an individual in 2010. As 
we learned Wednesday, that individual was Kyle Beach. The Blackhawks 
chose at the time to ignore Beach’s claim of sexual assault and protected 
video coach Brad Aldrich, which in turn enabled Aldrich for many years, 
and destroyed Beach and potentially other people’s lives. 

Bowman and MacIsaac were made accountable for that Tuesday by the 
Blackhawks, who severed ties with both of them. Bowman’s departure 
was described as “stepping aside,” but regardless of how the Blackhawks 
want to put it, the reality is he didn’t have the option to stick around. He 
would have been fired if he wanted to stay. The Blackhawks drew a line 

that anyone involved in the front office meeting who discussed Beach’s 
claims that resulted in nothing had to go. 

Bowman had to go. No one who reads the report or listens to Beach’s 
interview can dispute that. Bowman had a role in the Blackhawks 
sweeping Beach’s accusations under the rug so there wouldn’t be any 
distractions while they sought to win a Stanley Cup. When they did win 
that Stanley Cup, Aldrich got to party, get his name on the Cup and then 
leave the organization without a word about what had been alleged by 
Beach. The Blackhawks moved on, Aldrich moved on and Beach was left 
to deal with the repercussions of that alleged assault for the last decade-
plus. 

Bowman and MacIsaac kept the secret that whole time and also went 
about their lives. They continued to work for the Blackhawks and 
cultivated friendships within the organization. Bowman was especially 
liked by a number of people within the Blackhawks. Patrick Kane lived 
with Bowman and his family at one time. Bowman chose Jeremy Colliton 
as Joel Quenneville’s successor and they became close. Danny Wirtz 
took a liking to Bowman, too, and Bowman earned his trust. 

They thought highly of Bowman as a person, but they had no knowledge 
of what he had done in 2010. When all the facts were revealed Tuesday, 
it should have altered how they thought of Bowman. It may not have 
changed their personal experiences with him, but it should have affected 
their overall outlook of him. It’s OK to admit you don’t know a person fully 
and they were capable of something you didn’t expect. 

But in answering questions from the media about Bowman in the past 
few days, those people who liked Bowman weren’t able to separate what 
they believed him to be and what the report claimed. In that struggle, 
they clumsily tried to walk a line of voicing support for Bowman while also 
trying to express their sorrow for the victims. 

They failed to do that. While it probably sounded right in their heads, 
what they actually said was a public relations disaster. Fans didn’t want a 
balancing act. They wanted sympathy for the victims and criticism of 
those responsible. That’s not what they got. 

Fans were especially hoping to hear from Blackhawks captain Jonathan 
Toews on Wednesday. He’s always had the responsibility of being the 
voice of the Blackhawks. On Wednesday, he said something fans wish 
he hadn’t. He exonerated Bowman and MacIsaac of any wrongdoing. 

“To me, Stan and Al, make any argument you want, they’re not directly 
complicit in the activities that happened,” Toews said after Wednesday’s 
game. “It’s not up to me to comment on whether they’d like to deal with it 
differently or not. I just know them as people and I’ve had a relationship 
and friendship with them for a long time as being part of the Blackhawks 
family. People like Al and Stan have made coming to the Blackhawks for 
players around the league, who come here to play on this team, one of 
the special places to play hockey. To me, I have a ton of respect for them 
as people. 

“How the situation went down, what the timeline was, what they knew, I 
can’t really comment on that. It’s obviously a tough day, regardless of 
mistakes that may have been made, for someone like Stan, who has 
done so much for the Blackhawks — and Al as well — to lose everything 
they care about and their livelihoods as well. … I don’t understand how 
that makes it go away, to just delete them from existence and (say), 
‘That’s it, we’ll never hear from them again.’ 

“I have a lot of respect for them as people. They’re good people. When it 
comes down to how they feel looking back on the situation, that’s not up 
to me to comment on.” 

Toews wasn’t the only one Wednesday to positively describe Bowman. 
Kane and Colliton did as well. Even the day before, as he announced 
Bowman was departing the organization, Danny Wirtz seemed as if he 
was trying to ease Bowman’s exit by downplaying what he did and 
accentuating he wasn’t that person. 

“Rocky and I appreciate Stan’s dedication to the Blackhawks and his 
many years of work for the team,” Wirtz said. “However, we and he 
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ultimately accept that, in his first year as general manager, he made a 
mistake, alongside our other senior executives at the time, and did not 
take adequate action in 2010. Stan exhibited extreme professionalism 
and integrity in cooperating in the investigation, more so than his peers, 
and we cannot overstate the important role Stan played in revisiting that 
meeting in the report. I believe that if this had happened in 2021, with 
Stan at the helm, the Stan that I know and we know would have acted 
differently and would have been a louder voice in that room.” 

Colliton hit a similar note when speaking of Bowman on Wednesday. 

“First of all, Stan’s the one who gave me a chance to come to the 
organization in Rockford, first of all, and then here in Chicago,” Colliton 
said. “He’s been a great mentor for me, someone to learn from. 
Obviously, he’s got so much experience, so it’s hard to see. … I feel bad 
for him, obviously. What’s in the report, it’s tough to read. As an 
organization, we don’t stand for that. I can say that the Stan that I know 
and I’ve been dealing with, that’s not his values. So, it’s hard to separate 
the two. But personally, I just think that you feel for him, while also 
understanding that hockey culture, we got to make sure we’re doing the 
right things, and the values we’re coming to work with every day, they got 
to be the right ones.” 

Kane followed Colliton later in the day and also spoke of the Bowman he 
knew instead of the one perceived by the public after the report. 

“I knew Stan very well, know him as a great man,” Kane said. “He did a 
lot for me personally, coming into the league and over the course of my 
career. I’m sure he would’ve handled things differently nowadays. What 
happened happened in the past, and I think the organization made the 
right moves to get the Blackhawks going forward in the right steps and 
making sure they’re trending forward.” 

Even if Kane, Toews, Colliton and Wirtz believed that of Bowman, that 
wasn’t the time or place to express it. There may be a day Bowman will 
be allowed to return to hockey and people can vouch for him. If you 
follow enough hockey, you know that’s a real possibility. But no one 
wanted to listen now about Bowman being a great man, a good person or 
being capable of doing something differently that he wasn’t able to do 11 
years ago. No one was necessarily expecting them to torch Bowman. A 
lot could have gone unsaid with a short acknowledgement that the 
Blackhawks and Bowman needed to go their separate ways. Those 
people are welcome to call Bowman and tell him personally they support 
him. But it did no one any favors by doing so publicly. 

What it did do is to distract people from everything else that was said and 
minimized what the victims went through. Kane, Toews, Colliton and 
Wirtz did say some things that were worth saying. There was talk about 
changing hockey’s culture. Kane and Toews mentioned they had wished 
they had done more for Beach. Wirtz promised that something like this 
would never happen again. The problem is, what people were mostly 
discussing after the interviews was what they said about Bowman. It’s 
mainly why Kane and Toews were trending on Twitter on Wednesday 
night. 

There was disbelief on social media over their interviews. There were 
countless people who wanted to know why Kane and Toews thought it 
was a good idea to say what they said, or even why they weren’t 
coached up better on what to say. People would have taken prepared 
statements over what was actually said. 

The truth is there are a lot of fans wanting to re-embrace the 
organization. They want the Blackhawks to do right by Beach, ensure the 
team does better in the future and allow themselves to come back to the 
Blackhawks feeling good about their support. Some of what the 
Blackhawks said and did Tuesday began moving some fans forward in 
that process. I heard from one fan Thursday morning saying they had 
started to feel better about the Blackhawks until Toews spoke yesterday. 
The fan wasn’t sure if they could ever wear their Toews jersey again. 
They likely aren’t alone. The Blackhawks have to fear that what was said 
Wednesday has now stalled many fans’ return. 
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Fight opens game, but Coyotes can't find first win in loss to Cup 
champion Lightning 

 

JOSÉ M. ROMERO | Arizona Republic 

 

Thursday night's Arizona Coyotes-Tampa Bay Lightning game at Amalie 
Arena began with punches being thrown, the Coyotes' main fighter Liam 
O'Brien going toe-to-toe with the Lighting's Pat Maroon. 

Surely O'Brien was only trying to do his part to energize his teammates 
into better play, and ultimately the Coyotes' first win. It didn't fully work 
out that way in the Coyotes' 5-1 loss the defending Stanley Cup 
champions.  

"We're a proud group. We want to win. I think we started the game well," 
Coyotes head coach André Tourigny said. "We need to find a way to get 
our groove from the get-go, right from the first shift." 

Gloves coming off for Liam O’Brien and Patrick Maroon right off the bat. 
   pic.twitter.com/DgQ6DSJDJV 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) October 28, 2021 

O'Brien is clearly an old-school player who embraces the role of tough 
guy. But the Coyotes made it tough for young goaltender Ivan Prosvetov, 
making his season debut, with three goals given up in the first period. 

That was more than enough for the Lightning. Arizona (0-6-1) avoided a 
shutout with a late goal, but Andrei Vasilevskiy got it done in goal for 
Tampa Bay with 24 saves against 25 shots. 

Mistakes on defense led to Lightning goals, and then yet another on the 
power play before the first 20 minutes had ended. Steven Stamkos 
scored from an angle that had him closer to behind the goal than in front 
of it, banking a shot off Prosvetov's pads and into the net.  

At the end of the night, no NHL team had fewer points than the Coyotes, 
with one from an overtime loss in the second game of the season.  They 
have lost five straight in regulation time.  

Lawson Crouse scored the Coyotes' only goal, shooting off the camera 
just inside the net in what was originally not called a goal on the ice. Play 
had to be stopped and the shot reviewed to determine what had 
happened.  

Nothing came easy tonight, even this. 

But after review, Crouse gets credit for his second goal of the season. 
pic.twitter.com/B1BVnmw8bD 

— Bally Sports Arizona (@BALLYSPORTSAZ) October 29, 2021 

Barrett Hayton, called up from AHL Tucson two days earlier and playing 
in his first NHL game of the season, got the assist on Crouse's goal. 
Crouse was also penalized for fighting in the first period.  

"A couple of bad bounces. It's tough. When you go on these losing 
streaks, it kind of drains the confidence from the group," Crouse said 
after the game. "We had some good looks. We've got to figure it out. It's 
frustrating, I'm not going to lie to you, it sucks in that locker room right 
now.  

"We need a will to win." 

No team has allowed more goals than the Coyotes, with 35, and the 
minus-23 goal differential is the league's worst. Prosvetov, called up from 
Tucson as well on Tuesday, made his first start for the Coyotes since last 
season and stopped 23 of 28 shots faced.  
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The Coyotes did have a couple of other good chances to score. Crouse 
was stopped on a partial breakaway in the second period, then hit the bar 
early in the third. Christian Fischer missed an open net when his shot 
pinged the far post late in the second period.   

Arizona's penalty kill has allowed at least a goal in all seven games, but 
the Coyotes did prevent goals on three other power plays. The Coyotes 
won 34 of 61 faceoffs, with 15 of 21 for Jay Beagle and 7 for 11 for 
Hayton.  

'Bear' track 

Tourigny, on Prosvetov and another defeat:  

Coyotes head coach Andre Tourigny, after 5-1 loss at Tampa Bay 

Coyotes lose to Lightning 5-1 for seventh straight loss to open the 
season. 

Fight appreciation night 

O'Brien has shown no hesitance to go at it against an opposing player, 
and right from the opening faceoff, he and Maroon put up their dukes in a 
scene that rarely happens these days in the NHL.  

The Coyotes showed support for their teammate. Ilya Lyubuskhin went to 
the penalty box soon after the fight and patted O'Brien on the leg in 
support of the move. Tourigny said the Coyotes want to be a team that 
plays hard and with character, and O'Brien has the grit and passion the 
team seeks.  

Crouse gave is teammate credit for helping with a good start.  

The Coyotes were more than fine with teammate Liam O'Brien's fight 
right from the opening faceoff. 

Up next 

The Coyotes play a back-to-back for the first time this season, heading 
north to play the Washington Capitals (4-0-3) Friday in Washington D.C.  
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Lawson Crouse scores lone goal for Coyotes in road loss to Lightning 

 

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Alex Killorn scored twice in the first period and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning earned their first home victory of the season, 
beating the Arizona Coyotes 5-1 on Thursday night. 

The Lightning were 0-2-1 at Amalie Arena before beating the Coyotes, 
who fell to 0-6-1 and have lost the first two games of their six-game trip. 

Steven Stamkos had a goal and an assist in the first period, Andrej Sustr 
also scored and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 24 saves. He lost his shutout 
bid when Lawson Crouse scored with 7:241 remaining in the third period. 

The Lightning scored three times in the first period after managing one 
goal in the opening period of their first six games. 

Rookie goalie Ivan Prosvetov, playing his first game since being recalled 
from Tucson of the American Hockey League on Wednesday, finished 
with 23 saves for Arizona in his fourth NHL game. 

Tampa Bay took a 1-0 lead 5:39 into the game when Killorn finished off a 
2-on-1 break by taking a pass from Stamkos and beating Prosvetov from 
inside the left circle. Killorn made it 2-0 at 7:40 with his sixth of the 
season, scoring on a breakaway after Coyotes defenseman David Mayo 
misplayed the puck at Tampa Bay’s blue line. 

It became 3-0 at 10:41 when Stamkos ended Tampa Bay’s 0-for-15 
power-play drought. He controlled the puck behind the net to the right of 
Prosvetov and backhanded it off the goalie’s back and into the net for his 
fifth goal. 

It was the Lightning’s first power-play goal at home this season in 12 
opportunities. 

“The first goal happened, and then the second goal and the third, and 
before you know it you find yourself chasing one of the best teams in the 
league,” Crouse said. 

Alex Barre-Boulet scored his first of the season at 13:38 of the second 
period, using a backhand chip to deflect Mikhail Sergachev’s left-point 
pass over Prosvetov. 

The Coyotes carried the play for much of the final two periods, but had 
nothing to show for it until Crouse scored his second of the season, 
beating Vasilevskiy from the right circle. 

“We knew it would be a hard task down 3-0,” Coyotes coach Andre 
Tourigny said. “I liked the way the guys showed up in the second period. 
We created a lot of offense against one of the best teams in the league.” 

Sustr scored his first of the season with 1:37 remaining on a slap shot 
from inside the blue line. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

The Lightning led after the first period for the first time in their seven 
games this season; the Coyotes have yet to take a lead into the dressing 
room after the opening period. 

NOTHING SPECIAL 

The Coyotes have allowed 10 power-play goals on 18 chances, a 
penalty-killing rate of 44.4% that’s last in the NHL. Their power play went 
0 for 3 and is 2 for 19 (9.5 percent). 

SLAP SHOTS 

Arizona has been outscored 15-2 in the second period this season. 
Killorn has goals in three consecutive games. 

UP NEXT 

The Coyotes play the second of back-to-back games at the Washington 
Capitals on Friday night. 
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The Athletic / ‘We’re running it all’: How TSN produced Kyle Beach’s 
powerful interview with Rick Westhead 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Oct 28, 2021  

  

Following months of reporting, of emails and interviews and messages to 
a lawyer, Rick Westhead was on a television set in Toronto, connected to 
Kyle Beach, who was in Germany. They had spoken for the first time the 
previous night, and Westhead had a thought before they started 
speaking on camera: “You better do this right — he deserves it.” 

They scheduled the interview for 11 a.m. ET, with Beach deciding it was 
time to let the world connect his name to the “John Doe” in the scandal 
growing around the Chicago Blackhawks. Beach wanted the viewers to 
know he was a survivor, and he wanted them to know his story. 

It was now up to TSN to help him tell it. 
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The result was a powerful, raw, affecting interview that ran uninterrupted 
for almost 22 minutes on the network’s 6 p.m. ET edition of SportsCentre 
on Wednesday. Producers ran it without commercials, and without any 
video highlights that might have distracted from what Beach was going to 
say. 

“We have a saying: ‘We produce around the journalism,’” said Ken 
Volden, executive producer at TSN. “There’s not a lot of discussion about 
that. It’s, ‘We’ve got this, it’s unbelievably compelling, and we’re running 
it all.'” 

Westhead said his first interaction with Beach was over the summer, 
when he sent a list of questions to the player through his lawyer. They 
never spoke directly with each other until they connected by phone on 
Tuesday, after Jenner & Block, a Chicago-based law firm hired by the 
team, released its independent report into allegations of sexual 
misconduct by a former Blackhawks coach. 

They agreed they would speak on camera the following day. 

Mark Blimke is a long-time TSN producer who had been working 
remotely but drove to the network’s Toronto studios for the interview. 
With Beach’s identity still a secret at that moment, Blimke said only one 
other person was with him in the control room during the interview. 

“I had tears in my eyes while producing the interview,” he said. “I know 
Rick had a hard time, and he did awesome.” 

At the end of the interview, which was around 26 minutes long, the 
producers struggled with a question of what content they would cut for 
broadcast. It was quickly decided they would barely touch any of it, and 
when anchor Laura Diakun introduced the interview — after revealing 
Beach’s identity to viewers — the difficult conversation continued without 
a break for almost 22 minutes. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever run a 22-minute-long tape,” said Blimke, who 
joined TSN in 1999. 

“It would have been really easy for us to go: ‘OK, seven minutes,’” said 
Mike Lane, senior producer at TSN. “But I think the hard thing is actually 
going, ‘Time does not matter; it’s our job to do everything we can to help 
Kyle tell his story.’” 

He said the first commercial break for a 6 p.m. edition of SportsCentre 
would usually fall between 10 or 14 minutes after the hour. On 
Wednesday, they went for nearly 28 minutes without a commercial, with 
news related to the case following the interview. 

“It was pretty obvious pretty early that editing this was going to be 
challenging, and it was going to be unfair to Kyle Beach,” said Lane. “We 
made the choice to run as much as we did because, as we’re watching it, 
we’re impacted.” 

Lane said they made the choice to run one video highlight during the 
introduction to the interview, with footage of Beach at the 2008 NHL 
Draft. The Blackhawks picked the forward 11th overall. 

“And the reason we did that initially was we wanted to ensure it was a 
reminder: This was an 18-year-old kid,” said Lane. “Here’s this kid with 
this Canadian dream. When I saw that piece of video for the first time, 
you’re just thinking, ‘This kid has everything to look forward to.’” 

No video played over Beach while he was speaking with Westhead. 
There were no highlights of his career, and no video of former 
Blackhawks coaches or executives. It was another deliberate decision 
from the production team. 

“I think it would have done him a disservice,” said Lane. “It was a day for 
him to be in full control, and we wanted to ensure that we allowed him to 
tell his story.” 

Westhead, who has been the leading voice for coverage of the story, 
published a tweet two hours before the broadcast to say John Doe had 
“asked us to reveal his identity” and that he would be appearing on TSN’s 

flagship news show. Volden said the network was inundated with 
requests to use the video and the audio from the interview. 

Permission was granted, on both sides of the border. 

“We think this isn’t about competition,” said Volden. “This is about trying 
to get Kyle’s message out as much as possible.” 

Sportsnet, the NHL’s exclusive Canadian rightsholder and national TSN 
rival, also used the video. 

“We’re able to do some compelling stories that I think are important,” said 
Volden. “We always talk about, ‘Are we changing the world?’ That 
sounds really altruistic, but we’re not too worried about competition. We 
believe journalism matters still in sports TV.” 

By Thursday morning, Westhead had still not watched the full interview. 
He barely slept overnight, and he had only seen snippets. (Later in the 
day, he posted on Twitter he had been able to watch it, and that what 
Beach had done was “Courage personified.”) 

“It’s been overwhelming,” he said. “People messaging, saying, ‘I’ve never 
talked about my abuse before, but I want to tell what’s happened to me, 
and I want to share it because I’ve just watched Kyle share his story.’” 

Westhead said he had received hundreds of messages less than 24 
hours after the interview first went to air. He pledged to read them all and 
to respond to each of them. 

“It just goes to show where we are,” he said. “Sheldon Kennedy was 20 
years ago. All of these promises of ‘never again.’ How far has society 
really come? This is bigger than an NHL story, obviously.” 
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The Athletic / Upper Deck continues to bet big on the NHL in rapidly 
changing card universe 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Oct 28, 2021   

 

The sports trading card landscape went through seismic changes in 
2021. 

Fresh off a renewed interest, and spending, on the hobby during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Fanatics made a power play and over the course 
of a couple months was able to wrestle away the exclusive licenses for 
Major League Baseball, the National Football League, and the National 
Basketball Association. 

Fanatics doesn’t even have a trading card division yet. But they are 
building one that will launch when the current exclusive deals for Topps 
and Panini expire, having left to of the long-term legacy brands out in the 
cold and likely scrambling for solutions in the near future. 

Upper Deck was the lone so-called traditional card company that was 
able to withstand the expansion push by Fanatics. Upper Deck and the 
NHL and NHLPA extended their exclusive deal this week, which 
according to sources is at least five years in length, killing off any chance 
of Fanatics making it a clean sweep of the four major sports leagues in 
North America. 

“I think for us, I can’t really picture a world without the NHL and NHLPA 
within the Upper Deck licenses,” said Upper Deck president Jason 
Masherah. “There became an opportunity with all the changing 
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landscape to have a conversation and say, ‘how do we make this thing 
really last and execute our long-range vision?'” 

Masherah said he’d been speaking with the NHL and NHLPA for a 
couple of months about extending the exclusive license. For the league, 
it was a safe play with a traditional partner. For Upper Deck, it was 
frankly a vital move for a company that now runs a majority of its 
business through hockey and heavily promotes its exclusive 
merchandise and autograph license with Connor McDavid. Upper Deck 
has also done a large part of its business in Canada, both on a direct-to-
consumer and commercial platform, and keeping the NHL in the fold was 
vital. 

Upper Deck has also worked closely and had financial success doing 
exclusive card runs through Tim Horton’s, so keeping the NHL license 
also helped maintain that future revenue stream for the company. 

Upper Deck, according to Masherah, views itself now as both a steadying 
hand in the card industry and an innovator at the same time. Fanatics 
play into trading cards is fascinating because those within the industry 
aren’t sure how the company will attack the market. 

“I think what’s the challenge in front of us is that nobody really truly 
knows what Fanatics plan is going forward,” Masherah said. “So there’s a 
lot of uncertainty in the marketplace from trading card shops, to 
collectors, to distributors … I think the nice part for us and our customers 
is now they don’t have to speculate. They don’t have to worry about a 
new company or a transition plan.” 

Without using the word himself, Masherah admits that the hockey 
collector is more of a “niche” market. That’s a natural side effect when a 
sport is behind the NFL, MLB, and NBA in the pro sports pecking order 
when it comes to popularity in the United States, by any realistic 
measure, and when its players, frankly, are marketed more as a unit than 
an individual like other sports. 

“The hockey collector, in general, tends to be more of the pure collector, 
you know they love the game,” Masherah said. “They love their team, 
they love their player. And it’s really about collecting, whereas with the 
other sports it’s more about speculation and flipping a card and making 
money … it is a very different animal than some of the other sports and 
we really like it that. To me, it’s more pure.” 

While traditionalism is important, sticking the landing on the digital side is 
also extremely important to Upper Deck within its NHL deal. 

Part of Upper Deck’s deal with the NHL is rights and licensing to make 
Non-fungible token (NFT) trading cards. Since the NFT craze launched, 
it’s the first time we’ve seen the NHLPA and NHL work together on 
something NFT-related — while some teams had sold NFTs, they didn’t 
include the players and while some players made their own NFTs, they 
didn’t have the rights or licensees to include team logos. 

Masherah believes that Upper Deck will be well suited to stick the landing 
on the NFT card space and points to the success of the e-Pack platform 
Upper Deck launched in 2016. 

The e-Pack platform allows collectors to buy and trade cards digitally, but 
also includes a physical component where the collector can order the 
physical copy of the card. While the e-Pack platform isn’t kept on the 
blockchain, Masherah notes that in many ways e-Pack is similar to NFTs 
and hockey fans had already been interested in the digital collectible 
before the craze really hit an all-time high in 2021. 

“We feel like we’ve been doing this for a while and have been a leader in 
digital collectibles,” Masherah said. “I think we also present a bit of a 
legacy and stabilizing element for our customers in the space. When it 
comes to something new, lots pops up, not everything makes it. I think 
we have that ability to provide something stable and confidence that 
Upper Deck isn’t going anywhere, and that your collectible whether it’s an 
NFT or e-Pack are still going to be there years from now.” 

There are some major differences. While the e-Pack platform contains a 
physical element, the Upper Deck NFT trading cards will not, it’ll be a 

digital-only element kept on blockchain and will be able to be re-sold like 
other similar cryptocurrencies. 

Upper Deck also has the licensee for the NHL Alumni Association and 
has an exclusive merchandise and autograph deal with Wayne Gretzky. 
Between Upper Deck’s new digital NFT rights, and Gretzky’s push back 
into public life in hockey as a broadcaster with Turner, it wouldn’t be 
difficult to view digital assets featuring hockey’s all-time leading scorer. 
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Joel Quenneville was among the first to learn about what happened to 
Kyle Beach, while Chicago Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews says he 
heard about it at the following training camp, back in the fall of 2010. 

Patrick Kane and Duncan Keith both put a much longer timeline on when 
they began to hear “rumours” about what had precipitated the departure 
of video coach Brad Aldrich. 

But when you piece together the timeline of the three pillars of that 
dynastic Chicago Blackhawks club and their head coach, what emerges 
is a clear picture of the final, most organic level of failure, in an 
organization that failed Kyle Beach at every level possible. 

The dressing room. 

After the team president, the general manager, ownership, and the head 
coach failed to immediately report or investigate the allegations, some 
Blackhawks player leaders — even a decade later — failed one of their 
own in not reaching out in support of Beach. 

On Thursday evening, after a meeting with NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman, Quenneville resigned as head coach of the Florida Panthers. 
He, the Jenner and Block report showed, was among the first and most 
demanding voices to warn against allowing the Beach assault to become 
a distraction in the Chicago dressing room, as the team entered the 2010 
Stanley Cup Final against Philadelphia. 

Quenneville put a Stanley Cup ahead of Kyle Beach, and if anything 
protected video coach Brad Aldrich’s role within the team. 

On Thursday he paid the price for that. 

“I want to express my sorrow for the pain this young man, Kyle Beach, 
has suffered,” Quenneville said in a statement released to reporter Chris 
Johnston late Thursday evening. “My former team the Blackhawks failed 
Kyle and I own my share of that. I want to reflect on how all of this 
happened and take my time to educate myself on ensuring hockey 
spaces are safe for everyone.” 

Those words are too little, too late from Quenneville, who the 
investigation showed helped steer the Blackhawks in their initial wrong-
headed direction, upon that first meeting when the course of inaction was 
being planned. When it was decided that the news should never reach 
the dressing room, and become a distraction that could hinder the 
Blackhawks’ Cup aspirations 

As such, Jonathan Toews says he did not hear of the incident until the 
following training camp, back in the fall of 2010. Patrick Kane and 
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Duncan Keith both put a much longer timeline on when they began to 
hear “rumours” about what had precipitated the departure of Aldrich. 

But when you put together the timeline of the three pillars of that dynastic 
Chicago Blackhawks club, what you really get is a clear picture of the 
final, most organic level of failure, in an organization that failed Kyle 
Beach at every level possible. 

The players. 

After the team president, the general manager, ownership, and the head 
coach failed to immediately report or investigate the allegations, some 
Blackhawks player leaders — even a decade later — failed one of their 
own in not reaching out in support of Beach. 

“I don't wish to exonerate myself in any situation by saying I didn't know,” 
team captain Jonathan Toews said Wednesday night. “But the truth is I 
hadn't heard about it until training camp the next year. That doesn't 
change what happened. It doesn't make it go away.” 

So, it took a few months to reach Toews’ ears. That’s understandable, 
with a Stanley Cup run, the ensuing celebration and all of that. But when 
the captain of the team — the accepted, respected leader among those 
men who strapped on the equipment and pulled that Blackhawks sweater 
over their heads — finally heard the rumours, where was the leadership? 

Toews, like everyone else, took no action. He is rueful of that today. 

“Now, when you go through the detail of it all, it looks ugly,” Toews said, 
“and it’s really hard to stomach that you don’t dive into something like 
that a little more deeply, or take it more seriously on the spot. It’s always 
easy to say in hindsight. 

“Had I been more connected to the situation, and known some of the 
more gory details of it? I’d like to say, yeah, I would have acted differently 
in my role a captain, for sure.” 

What stopped Toews from walking into team president John 
McDonough’s office and getting to the bottom of the story? Why not go 
into coach Joel Quenneville's office for a chat or call GM Stan Bowman 
and simply ask for the details? 

Hockey has come to embrace Toews as one of its great captains. Where 
did it go on this file? 

“We wish we could have done something differently, myself included,” 
Toews said. “My heart goes out to Kyle for what he dealt with. Wish I 
could have done something. It's not an excuse looking back, but the truth 
is a lot of us were focused on just playing hockey.” 

Any of Toews, Kane or Keith had the sway to demand an answer from 
the Blackhawks front office. To flesh out whatever rumours were swirling. 
To show that this teammate mattered even a little bit to them. 

None of them made that effort. 

“After the season, the next year, I questioned why … Brad Aldrich wasn’t 
there anymore,” Keith said. “I was told it was because the NHL schedule 
was too much. That he went to college. I found it odd, that he was 
(leaving) a championship team. But it is a tough schedule, with lots of 
travel, and tiring, 

“So, I thought, ‘Each to their own.’” 

Kane, like Keith, seemed to be particularly distanced from the plight of a 
teammate. 

“If a lot of us players knew at the time, maybe we could have done some 
different things — I don’t know what we could have done to change the 
situation,” said Kane. “Brad wasn’t with us after that year. And you 
remember hearing, vaguely, some different rumours. But nothing too into 
detail about what actually happened and why he left. Like I said, it was 
very vague.” 

Although Toews admitted to hearing about an incident at the training 
camp after the team's Cup win in 2010, outside a hotel when they "would 

have an organization meeting," Kane and Keith said they were unaware 
for a much longer time. How a “rumour” like the one surrounding Aldrich’s 
departure could reach the team captain, but somehow not flow to the rest 
of the leadership group is a fair question. 

“I know there was talk that players knew, and maybe some guys did 
know. But not everybody knew,” Keith said. “Maybe that’s hard for people 
to understand, but that’s the truth: Not everybody knew. I didn’t know that 
that was happening, and that those things happened to that person.” 

The shame here is not being unaware of the details of Aldrich’s abuse, 
back in 2010 and beyond. The shame here is that Beach’s colleagues 
didn’t care enough to ask questions. 

So nobody knew during that 2010 Cup run, because the team buried the 
story in the short term. 

It’s been a decade. 

Couldn’t someone have found a moment to express more concern and 
demand answers? 

Isn’t that what leadership and being a teammate is all about? 
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On the other hand, some people established their aversion to all things 
horror when Michael Jackson’s transformation into a creature of the night 
in the Thriller video prompted them to slam their eyes shut, cover their 
ears and hide behind the couch. 

Just four-year-old me? 

Different types of scary are happening all over the NHL. So for this power 
ranking on the eve of Halloween, we figured why not identify the single 
scariest thing -- either from the perspective of its supporters or haters -- 
about every NHL squad right now. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

1. Florida Panthers (7-0-0) 

Like a knife-wielding madman jolting upright at the end of a movie, Sergei 
Bobrovsky is back! After two years of struggling in Florida, “Bob” is 5-0-0 
with a .946 save percentage. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (5-0-0) 

Nobody does revenge like Carolina. The Canes delighted in taking out 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s former team in Montreal, then kicked Freddy 
Andersen’s old mates in Toronto when they were down. 

3. St. Louis Blues (5-0-0) 

The Blues found a top-shelf NHL sniper buried in their own basement. 
Vladimir Tarasenko -- who scored seven total goals during his past two 
injury-marred campaigns -- has two goals and four points in his past two 
contests. We haven’t heard much about trade demands recently. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (5-1-1) 

In addition to their two nuclear weapons, four other Oilers -- Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Jesse Puljujarvi, Zach Hyman and Zack Kassian -- are 
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playing at a point-per-game clip this season. That won’t continue, but it 
still bodes well for improving this club’s depth. 

5. Minnesota Wild (5-1-0) 

There’s clearly some witchcraft involved here because the Wild appear to 
have skipped the part where they actually rebuild and just skipped ahead 
to being super competitive. 

6. Calgary Flames (4-1-1) 

They’ll hunt you down in your own house and go to work. Calgary is 4-0-
0 in the past week, with four road victories. That said, the scariest thing 
about this club will always be the notion of Darryl Sutter being mad at 
you. 

7. Washington Capitals (4-0-3) 

Alex Ovechkin is simply going to haunt goalies until the end of time. The 
36-year-old leads the NHL with eight goals and has found the back of the 
net in all but one of Washington’s seven outings. 

8. Tampa Bay Lighting (3-3-1) 

Maybe this team doesn’t feel anything until the post-season, but Bolts 
fans have to be a bit spooked by the fact it took seven tries to earn a 
regulation-time victory. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins (3-1-2) 

The Pens are picking up points while two Hall-of-Fame calibre centres 
heal up in the closet, waiting for the perfect time to spring out and 
terrorize the league. 

10. New York Islanders (3-2-1) 

The fear here is the Islanders simply never give up a goal again. After a 
rough start to the year, Ilya Sorokin has posted back-to-back shutouts. 
Meanwhile, Semyon Varlamov is ready to re-join the squad and form a 
super-charged goaltending battery that backstops this relentless club. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (3-4-0) 

Has this team really managed to find another front-line centre from the 
scrapheap? William Karlsson was a revelation after being taken in the 
expansion draft, and now Chandler Stephenson -- a Caps third-rounder 
acquired by Vegas for a fifth two years ago -- has seven points in seven 
games while skating without his usual high-end linemates Max Pacioretty 
and Mark Stone. 

12. Boston Bruins (3-2-0) 

What could be scarier for the B’s than contemplating life after Patrice 
Bergeron? The UFA-to-be has so many hard miles on that 36-year-old 
frame, would it be a complete shock if he hung ’em up next summer? 

13. Colorado Avalanche (2-4-0) 

Only two teams are giving up more goals per game than the Avs. Nobody 
needs to hide under the bed just yet, but that’s still not how you draw it 
up the year after losing Vezina nominee Philipp Grubauer. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers (3-1-1) 

This offence should strike fear in the hearts of opponents. 

15. Detroit Red Wings (4-2-1) 

Can’t you just picture GM Steve Yzerman in a lab coat, a mad scientist 
cackling to himself, an evil genius who knows he’s a few tweaks and 
turns from unleashing another perennial contender on the world? 

16. New York Rangers (4-2-1) 

The special teams are a house of horrors -- the Rangers rank 22nd on 
the PK and 29th on the PP. 

17. Toronto Maple Leafs (3-4-1) 

Talk about a nobody-is-safe situation! Okay, the reigning Rocket Richard 
winner is probably good, along with a couple of his super-talented 
buddies. Other than that, though, what happens if next week is as bad as 
the past seven days? 

18. Winnipeg Jets (3-2-1) 

Once again, this team surrenders high-danger chances at an alarming 
rate. It’s like they’re knowingly inviting the killer into their kitchen! 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets (4-2-0) 

You kinda just can’t stop these guys. They lose a No. 1 C at the start of 
last year, then a No. 1 D in the summer, yet here they are -- with new 
coach Brad Larsen -- giving opponents fits, just like always. 

20. Buffalo Sabres (4-1-1) 

We love this story, but we’re a little afraid of where it goes when Craig 
Anderson and Dustin Tokarski stop being a .946 duo. 

21. San Jose Sharks (4-2-0) 

Is the ride already over? Maybe a four-game homestand after a long 
roadie will get these surprising Sharks back on the hunt. 

22. Vancouver Canucks (3-3-1) 

The underlying numbers say this team is lucky to be .500. What’s scarier 
than foreboding sports math? 

23. Dallas Stars (3-3-1) 

They’re paying Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn nearly $20-million 
combined (in terms of cap hit) to just not have it on too many nights. 

24. New Jersey Devils (3-2-0) 

The idea of Jack Hughes -- who started the year so hot -- missing any 
more time with a separated shoulder is worthy of a shudder. We just 
want to see this kid cook for a whole season! 

25. Nashville Predators (3-4-0) 

If you’re a Preds fan, is the scariest thing about your team the idea it’s 
going to be stuck in no man's land for the foreseeable future? Not bad 
enough to draft high, not nearly good enough to do anything other than 
squeak into the playoffs? 

26. Ottawa Senators (2-4-0) 

Right now, the notion of Matt Murray being on the sidelines is more than 
a little scary given how goalies Anton Forsberg and Filip Gustavsson 
have looked in his absence. 

27. Seattle Kraken (2-4-1) 

They’ve turned Brandon Tanev loose! Not only is he hitting everybody in 
sight, but the undersized terror also has five goals this year. 

28. Anaheim Ducks (2-4-1) 

The Ducks played three games in the past seven days and gave up at 
least four goals in each of them. That kind of defence turns a coach pale. 

29. Los Angeles Kings (1-4-1) 

Maybe what was supposed to be a step-up year is actually going to be a 
season from hell? Top prospect Quinton Byfield got injured before the 
year, now Drew Doughty is out long-term and his fellow d-man Sean 
Walker is done for the season. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (1-6-0) 

Firewagon hockey has given way to tire-fire offence: One or fewer goals 
in six of seven games? Cue the horrified high-pitch scream. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (0-5-1) 
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Honestly, my fear if I’m supporting the Coyotes is that this tanking plan is 
all going a bit too well. Being bad is often harder than it sounds, but no 
wins through six games gets you just an inch closer to that coveted first 
overall pick. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks (0-5-2) 

Awful record or not, this is the only place to put this team today. 
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It’s worth noting during this spooky time of year that the word scary 
means different things to different people. 

On the other hand, some people established their aversion to all things 
horror when Michael Jackson’s transformation into a creature of the night 
in the Thriller video prompted them to slam their eyes shut, cover their 
ears and hide behind the couch. 

Just four-year-old me? 

Different types of scary are happening all over the NHL. So for this power 
ranking on the eve of Halloween, we figured why not identify the single 
scariest thing -- either from the perspective of its supporters or haters -- 
about every NHL squad right now. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

1. Florida Panthers (7-0-0) 

Like a knife-wielding madman jolting upright at the end of a movie, Sergei 
Bobrovsky is back! After two years of struggling in Florida, “Bob” is 5-0-0 
with a .946 save percentage. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (5-0-0) 

Nobody does revenge like Carolina. The Canes delighted in taking out 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s former team in Montreal, then kicked Freddy 
Andersen’s old mates in Toronto when they were down. 

3. St. Louis Blues (5-0-0) 

The Blues found a top-shelf NHL sniper buried in their own basement. 
Vladimir Tarasenko -- who scored seven total goals during his past two 
injury-marred campaigns -- has two goals and four points in his past two 
contests. We haven’t heard much about trade demands recently. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (5-1-1) 

In addition to their two nuclear weapons, four other Oilers -- Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Jesse Puljujarvi, Zach Hyman and Zack Kassian -- are 
playing at a point-per-game clip this season. That won’t continue, but it 
still bodes well for improving this club’s depth. 

5. Minnesota Wild (5-1-0) 

There’s clearly some witchcraft involved here because the Wild appear to 
have skipped the part where they actually rebuild and just skipped ahead 
to being super competitive. 

6. Calgary Flames (4-1-1) 

They’ll hunt you down in your own house and go to work. Calgary is 4-0-
0 in the past week, with four road victories. That said, the scariest thing 
about this club will always be the notion of Darryl Sutter being mad at 
you. 

7. Washington Capitals (4-0-3) 

Alex Ovechkin is simply going to haunt goalies until the end of time. The 
36-year-old leads the NHL with eight goals and has found the back of the 
net in all but one of Washington’s seven outings. 

8. Tampa Bay Lighting (3-3-1) 

Maybe this team doesn’t feel anything until the post-season, but Bolts 
fans have to be a bit spooked by the fact it took seven tries to earn a 
regulation-time victory. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins (3-1-2) 

The Pens are picking up points while two Hall-of-Fame calibre centres 
heal up in the closet, waiting for the perfect time to spring out and 
terrorize the league. 

10. New York Islanders (3-2-1) 

The fear here is the Islanders simply never give up a goal again. After a 
rough start to the year, Ilya Sorokin has posted back-to-back shutouts. 
Meanwhile, Semyon Varlamov is ready to re-join the squad and form a 
super-charged goaltending battery that backstops this relentless club. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (3-4-0) 

Has this team really managed to find another front-line centre from the 
scrapheap? William Karlsson was a revelation after being taken in the 
expansion draft, and now Chandler Stephenson -- a Caps third-rounder 
acquired by Vegas for a fifth two years ago -- has seven points in seven 
games while skating without his usual high-end linemates Max Pacioretty 
and Mark Stone. 

12. Boston Bruins (3-2-0) 

What could be scarier for the B’s than contemplating life after Patrice 
Bergeron? The UFA-to-be has so many hard miles on that 36-year-old 
frame, would it be a complete shock if he hung ’em up next summer? 

13. Colorado Avalanche (2-4-0) 

Only two teams are giving up more goals per game than the Avs. Nobody 
needs to hide under the bed just yet, but that’s still not how you draw it 
up the year after losing Vezina nominee Philipp Grubauer. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers (3-1-1) 

This offence should strike fear in the hearts of opponents. 

15. Detroit Red Wings (4-2-1) 

Can’t you just picture GM Steve Yzerman in a lab coat, a mad scientist 
cackling to himself, an evil genius who knows he’s a few tweaks and 
turns from unleashing another perennial contender on the world? 

16. New York Rangers (4-2-1) 

The special teams are a house of horrors -- the Rangers rank 22nd on 
the PK and 29th on the PP. 

17. Toronto Maple Leafs (3-4-1) 

Talk about a nobody-is-safe situation! Okay, the reigning Rocket Richard 
winner is probably good, along with a couple of his super-talented 
buddies. Other than that, though, what happens if next week is as bad as 
the past seven days? 

18. Winnipeg Jets (3-2-1) 

Once again, this team surrenders high-danger chances at an alarming 
rate. It’s like they’re knowingly inviting the killer into their kitchen! 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets (4-2-0) 
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You kinda just can’t stop these guys. They lose a No. 1 C at the start of 
last year, then a No. 1 D in the summer, yet here they are -- with new 
coach Brad Larsen -- giving opponents fits, just like always. 

20. Buffalo Sabres (4-1-1) 

We love this story, but we’re a little afraid of where it goes when Craig 
Anderson and Dustin Tokarski stop being a .946 duo. 

21. San Jose Sharks (4-2-0) 

Is the ride already over? Maybe a four-game homestand after a long 
roadie will get these surprising Sharks back on the hunt. 

22. Vancouver Canucks (3-3-1) 

The underlying numbers say this team is lucky to be .500. What’s scarier 
than foreboding sports math? 

23. Dallas Stars (3-3-1) 

They’re paying Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn nearly $20-million 
combined (in terms of cap hit) to just not have it on too many nights. 

24. New Jersey Devils (3-2-0) 

The idea of Jack Hughes -- who started the year so hot -- missing any 
more time with a separated shoulder is worthy of a shudder. We just 
want to see this kid cook for a whole season! 

25. Nashville Predators (3-4-0) 

If you’re a Preds fan, is the scariest thing about your team the idea it’s 
going to be stuck in no man's land for the foreseeable future? Not bad 
enough to draft high, not nearly good enough to do anything other than 
squeak into the playoffs? 

26. Ottawa Senators (2-4-0) 

Right now, the notion of Matt Murray being on the sidelines is more than 
a little scary given how goalies Anton Forsberg and Filip Gustavsson 
have looked in his absence. 

27. Seattle Kraken (2-4-1) 

They’ve turned Brandon Tanev loose! Not only is he hitting everybody in 
sight, but the undersized terror also has five goals this year. 

28. Anaheim Ducks (2-4-1) 

The Ducks played three games in the past seven days and gave up at 
least four goals in each of them. That kind of defence turns a coach pale. 

29. Los Angeles Kings (1-4-1) 

Maybe what was supposed to be a step-up year is actually going to be a 
season from hell? Top prospect Quinton Byfield got injured before the 
year, now Drew Doughty is out long-term and his fellow d-man Sean 
Walker is done for the season. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (1-6-0) 

Firewagon hockey has given way to tire-fire offence: One or fewer goals 
in six of seven games? Cue the horrified high-pitch scream. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (0-5-1) 

Honestly, my fear if I’m supporting the Coyotes is that this tanking plan is 
all going a bit too well. Being bad is often harder than it sounds, but no 
wins through six games gets you just an inch closer to that coveted first 
overall pick. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks (0-5-2) 

Awful record or not, this is the only place to put this team today. 
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When someone says “who are the best goal scorers in the NHL?” it’s 
only natural to think about the big names with the big shots and the guys 
with the biggest totals. Duh. Alexander Ovechkin is the greatest goal 
scorer of all-time. Auston Matthews won the most recent Rocket Richard 
Trophy. David Pastrnak and Steven Stamkos and a few others have the 
big bombs and nasty releases that are front of mind. But don’t sleep on 
Andrew Mangiapane. 

Hear me out. 

As of Thursday the NHL’s goal-scoring leaders list looks like this: 

Tied there for second are two Calgary Flames, which feels weird 
considering A) The Flames couldn’t buy a goal last year, B) They hired 
Darryl Sutter, and C) The names aren’t the most famous ones, as in 
Johnny Gaudreau or Sean Monahan or Matthew Tkachuk. 

Mangiapane sits tied with Connor McDavid, and his goal-scoring run here 
hasn’t been some strange blip; he converts chances to goals at a rate up 
there with the elite finishers in hockey. 

Mangiapane is 25 years old, and this is his fourth full season with the 
Flames. In his first go round he didn’t play a ton (2018-19), getting in 44 
games and averaging well under 11 minutes a night. But 2019-20 saw 
his minutes and role tick up to a whopping 13:42 per game, and it got up 
to 16:39 last season before settling in this year just under 15 minutes. 
That’s still pretty minimal usage. 

Over that time he failed to put up a 20-goal season, which might be why 
he doesn’t come up when we think of guys who put the biscuit in the 
basket. Mangiapane had 17 goals two years ago and 18 in the NHL’s 
shortened 56-game iteration of a regular season last year. You’ll notice, 
though, that 18 goals in 56 games is a pretty good pace. It put him in a 
tie for 50th in league scoring. 

That total is more impressive when you focus on even strength play, 
where offence is tougher to come by. Looking at last season and this one 
so far, he’s actually been one of the game’s 10-best players at turning his 
ice time into goals. There’s some pretty elite names on this list (goals per 
60 minutes of play). 

Shout-out to Joel Farabee as well. 

What’s crazy about Mangiapane's output is that he doesn’t pile up a ton 
of chances or shots, meaning he doesn’t create in a way that advanced 
analytics tends to highlight. There are guys like Brad Marchand and 
Brady Tkachuk who spray a cloud of shots on net in hopes goalies let 
some squeakers through. The numbers love those guys. Some guys 
create chance after chance -- Ilya Mikheyev in Toronto comes to mind -- 
but fail to convert those opportunities. 

Instead, Mangiapane is lethal around the net, tending to convert his looks 
when they come. Here’s the top-10 in shooting percentage at even 
strength over the past three seasons among players who’ve played 
consistently (with a cut-off of 700 minutes played): 

Marchand, Pettersson, Point, you’ll recognize some of the better finishers 
in the game on a list that ranks Mangiapane third. Guys with high 
shooting percentages don’t tend to be the guys who shoot from distance 
(that’s why you don’t see Ovi or Matthews), but rather the guys who can 
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convert around the crease. They don’t ask how they ask how many, etc., 
etc. 

If you go to “all strengths,” so including the power play, here’s how the 
top-10 shakes out over the past three seasons in shooting percentage. 

He’s still a top-5 guy. 

If you look at Mangiapane's goals so far this season, you can see why 
the numbers are so flattering. 

The eye test on his playing style: He gets himself in positions around the 
net that if the puck comes to him, he’s all but a lock to finish. He’s what I 
call a “lurker,” in that he doesn’t necessarily beat three guys to get his 
chances, nor does he over-power anyone, he’s just extremely smart at 
finding windows where if he gets it, it’ll have a good chance of going in. 

Teemu Selanne was one of the best at this, the Hall of Fame version of 
Mangiapane’s “quite good.” (Incidentally, this is how you end up being a 
15-minute per night guy. If for a run of games the puck doesn't find you in 
those openings where you’re lurking, it can look like you’re not doing 
anything. Because you aren’t. I should also note Selanne didn’t have 
many stretches like that, as he found other ways to contribute.) 

Take a look at Mangiapane’s goals so far this season (broken into two 
videos). 

Andrew Mangiapane scores four goals in two games for Flames 

His shot is sneaky, of course, but you see what I mean about getting 
himself into body position and prepared in a way that if the puck finds 
him, he can bury it. 

That’s how you end up with a heat map on Hockey Viz with bright red all 
around the crease, as well as a graph that shows a positive finishing 
ability that’s a major outlier compared to the rest of the league. 

You don’t need to understand those things fully to understand that when 
Mangiapane gets chances, he’s as likely to bury them as the most elite 
players in the game. 

I have no opinion on whether he deserves more ice time, and no idea 
where you’d place him among Calgary’s most valuable players. But we 
often hear that the hardest thing to do in hockey is to score goals. You 
can learn to defend and check and win faceoffs and all the rest. Finishing 
ability is a rare and coveted skill, and the Flames have one of hockey’s 
best there in Andrew Mangiapane. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: Draft eligible Kemell shooting for 
history 

 

Sam Cosentino 

October 28, 2021, 4:20 PM 

 

When Kyle Beach revealed himself as John Doe in the Chicago 
Blackhawks sexual assault case, it hit close to home. I called CHL games 
when Kyle played in Everett, Lethbridge and Spokane. I remember when 
he was chosen 11th overall in the 2008 NHL Draft. I remember how 
tough he was, how talented he was. 

I bring this up because, watching Kyle play and knowing he had the clout 
of a first-round pick, many people might think he would not be vulnerable 
or susceptible to such actions. His coming forward proves anyone can 
fall victim to predatory behaviour. I can only hope his courage will inspire 

anyone in this space who has fallen victim to similar predatory behaviour. 
As my colleague Caroline Cameron succinctly pointed out on 
Wednesday Night hockey, there is help available and you’re not alone. 

If you or someone you know is in need of support, those in Canada can 
find province-specific centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers 
in America, a list of resources and references for survivors and their 
loved ones can be found here. 

A big story developing in Finland is the play of 17-year-old Joakim 
Kemell. He leads the Liiga with 17 points through JYP’s first 15 games 
played, while averaging over 17:00 of ice time. To put that into context, 
here are the best seasons for a 17-year-old in Liiga play, with thanks to 
Elite Prospects. 

The story of Cape Breton’s Connor Trenholm is fascinating. Diagnosed 
with a heart condition in September of 2013, he was told to cease playing 
competitive team sports. Upon clearing his yearly check-up in July of 
2016, he was given the green light to resume playing. Just three years 
later, Cape Breton selected in him in the third round of the QMJHL draft. 

Like everyone else in his age group, Trenholm's draft minus-1 year in 
2019-20 was cut short due to the pandemic. COVID-19 also cut short his 
draft season in 2020-21, although Connor put up 10 goals and 20 points 
over 37 games. He was ranked 137th by NHL Scouting prior to the 2021 
draft, but did not get selected. Trenholm was invited to Florida’s camp 
this fall, but that did not result in a contract. 

Considering five of the past eight years were limited for him, Trenholm is 
a prime candidate for a breakout season. Through Cape Breton’s first 
nine games, Trenholm has four goals and seven points. 

Newest Knight 

Ruslan Gazizov will suit up for the London Knights. The 12th overall pick 
in the 2021 CHL Import draft, Gazizov was playing for Omskie Yastreby 
in the MHL (Russian junior league). Gazizov put up 10 points in five 
games at the 2021 Hlinka-Gretzky Cup. The 5-foot-11, 187-pound 
forward is a B-rated prospect for the 2022 NHL Draft by NHL Central 
Scouting. 

More 2023 

In keeping with a trend from previous weeks, where we focus on a 2023 
draft eligible player, how about Drummondville freshman Tyler Peddle? 
The son of St. Francis Xavier coach Brad, Peddle has lit the QMJHL on 
fire with eight goals and 10 points through 10 games. 

WHL Cup 

Congrats to Team B.C., winners of the 2021 WHL Cup. The final game 
pitted B.C. against Alberta at the Peavey Mart Centrium in Red Deer. 
Saskatchewan captured bronze with a 3-2 win over Manitoba. 

The WHL Cup is the key event for WHL scouts and, as a result of the 
pandemic, the 2021 WHL draft will take place on December 9, pushed 
back from its regular date in May to allow scouts to have more viewings. 

Team B.C. captured all three forward spots on the tournament All-Star 
team with Jordan Gavin, Miguel Marques and Tomas Mrsic. Alberta’s 
Keith McInnis and Manitoba’s Jonas Woo were named top defencemen, 
while Manitoba goalie Ethan McCallum got honours at his position. 

2022 Memorial Cup 

Another story to follow is the 2022 Memorial Cup, which will be held in 
Saint John, N.B. The host Sea Dogs have yet another new coach in 
Gordie Dwyer. Still in the adjustment phases of this new regime, the Sea 
Dogs sit seventh in the Eastern Conference. The top team in the 
conference, in the league and in the CHL are the Quebec Remparts. 

The Remparts were the other organization in the bid process for the 
Memorial Cup. Having hosted the Cup in 2015, it didn’t seem right to go 
back there for 2022. Having said that, a big part of the decision making 
process is the quality of the hockey team. The Remparts are loaded, and 
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are far and away the highest scoring team in the league. They’ve also 
given up the fewest goals against. 

While there is plenty of time for Saint John to sort things out, the CHL is 
always concerned about an inadequate host team. The Sea Dogs aren’t 
void of talent, as they do have five NHL drafted players. 

Quebec Duo 

Two prospects to keep an eye on: Theo Rochette and Nathan Gaucher, 
teammates with the Remparts. 

Rochette is the QMJHL's leading scorer with seven goals and 18 points 
in 10 games. Passed over in two drafts, Rochette went to camp with 
Toronto this fall. 

Gaucher is a big, late-birthday centre who is also having a great season, 
scoring goals five and six Wednesday night. He’s up over a point per 
game and is draft eligible in 2023. 

Thank you, next 

Huge thanks to Sportsnet, CBC and the CHL. For the past 15 years I’ve 
been calling CHL games on Sportsnet. For seven years before that, I had 
the opportunity to call games for local Rogers networks in Toronto (St. 
Michaels Majors), Mississauga (IceDogs) and Brampton (Battalion). 
When the rights moved from Sportsnet in-part to CBC, all three parties 
agreed that I could be a part of the CHL on CBC broadcasts. There’s 
nothing like seeing the future of the game. 

Shutout Streak 

The past three games have produced shutouts. Shawinigan’s Charles-
Antoine Lavallee made 24 stops in a 3-0 win over Rouyn-Noranda. 
Calgary’s Brayden Peters stopped all 25 of Red Deer’s shots on October 
23 in a 2-0 win. On Saturday, it was St. Louis Blues prospect Will Cranley 
with the blanking. He was brilliant in stopping 28 Barrie shots in a 3-0 win 
over the Colts. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.29.2021 

1224365 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Can't win 'em all: Despite solid effort, Oilers suffer first loss 
of season 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 28, 2021, 1:57 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Faceoffs, goaltending and defensive zone play. 

The Philadelphia Flyers were better in all areas Wednesday, and yes, the 
better team won, as Edmonton dropped its first game of the 2021-22 
season with a 5-3 home loss. 

Let’s start in goal, where the surging Mikko Koskinen turned back into a 
pumpkin in his third consecutive start. He gave up a goal on a puck-
handling error, allowed one with 0.7 seconds left in the first period, and 
let the winner leak through his legs in a tie game, just over four minutes 
into the third period. 

With No. 1 Mike Smith hurt, Koskinen may have to go again in 
Vancouver on Saturday night. Can he bounce back? 

“I think he’ll bounce back. He’s played well this year,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett. “There was one outside the net he’d like to have back, and 
one inside the net he’d probably like to have back. That being said, we 
had enough chances to have a chance to win the game, and we didn’t do 
it.” 

This was one of those games, with two good teams both playing well. A 
cheap goal at one end, and Carter Hart at the other, playing outstanding 
in the Philly nets, and that’s all the Flyers needed to be one goal better 
(with an empty netter to top it off). 

You can’t beat brilliance with mediocrity, and while the Flyers were 
getting A-plus goaltending, Edmonton received something in the B-minus 
range. Lots of good stops by Koskinen, but two freebies was one too 
many in a game played at this level. 

“I liked parts of our game,” said Connor McDavid, who had a goal and an 
assist for his sixth straight multi-point game this young season. “I thought 
we played real quick. We had our looks. Maybe we could have defended 
a little better, but it is hockey and they are going to get chances. I thought 
we did a pretty good job, just obviously not enough to win.” 

Look, you don’t get to win every night, and Edmonton was due for a 
setback. There is a fine line between being fast and creative, and being 
fast and loose. The Oilers have wavered between the two this season 
and no doubt will over 82 games. 

But sometimes it’s the guts of the game that get you, like goaltending and 
faceoffs, where the Flyers won 58 per cent of the draws — particularly 
down the stretch in the third period. The Oilers could not forge a 
comeback because they could not find a way to start with the puck. 

“They have great centremen and they are strong-side protected, almost 
every line,” McDavid said. “They are a good unit. I thought we dug in, but 
obviously they got the better of us on the dot.” 

“We keep different stats than the NHL stats, but we were trying to win 
draws at key times of the game and we weren’t getting those pucks,” 
admitted Tippett. “They’ve got a couple of pretty good guys — (Sean) 
Couturier and (Claude) Giroux on the right and left side are pretty strong. 

“It was like the game. It was a competitive area of the game.” 

What can you say about a team that comes out of the gates at 5-0, then 
loses a t-3 nail-biter at home? There is nothing to panic about here, and 
no reason for any kind of shakeup heading into Vancouver on Hockey 
Night in Canada. 

This was a game where, for whatever reason, Jesse Puljujarvi couldn’t 
bury one of his handful of good scoring chances. Where the power play 
could not finesse one past Hart, who had a stellar night coming in his 
hometown after getting pulled in his first career start here a couple of 
years ago. 

Where the third line went a rare game without chipping in a goal, even 
though Zach Hyman continued his goal-a-game pace with No. 6 on the 
season. 

It was the first time these two clubs have met in NHL action since Oct. 8, 
2019, and a crowd of 14,328 — more than 4,000 shy of a sellout — got 
its money’s worth. 

Wow, was that a fun hockey game to watch — no matter who you were 
cheering for. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“I thought we played our best period in the third when the game was on 
the line and we found a way to get two points in a very tough 
environment,” said Flyers head coach Alain Vigneault. 

“Our second period was arguably out best period of the year,” countered 
Tippett. “A couple of mistakes, a couple of bad bounces, and we’re 
chasing the game. And once they got the lead in the third they shut it 
down pretty good. 
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“We played fast, created a lot of chances. But we didn’t capitalize on 
enough of them.” 

And so we can declare: The Edmonton Oilers won’t go unbeaten this 
season. 

News flash. 
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USA TODAY / Joel Quenneville resigns as head coach of Florida 
Panthers following meeting with NHL 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

Joel Quenneville resigned from his position as head coach of the Florida 
Panthers following a meeting Thursday afternoon with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman at the league's office in New York.  

The meeting also included NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly, Panthers 
general manager Bill Zito and Panthers president and CEO Matthew 
Caldwell. According to a statement by the team, Quenneville "tendered 
his resignation" following the meeting.  

Quenneville was coach of the 2010 Chicago Blackhawks when assistant 
video coach Brad Aldrich allegedly sexually assaulted a prospect in May 
2010, a month before Quenneville helped lead the Blackhawks to the first 
of three championships during his 10-plus years in Chicago.  

Kyle Beach identified himself through an emotional, 25-minute interview 
on TSN in Canada as "John Doe" in the report completed by law firm 
Jenner & Block earlier this week. The report said Quenneville and former 
team president John McDonough wanted to keep the focus on the team 
during their playoff run despite becoming aware that Beach reported the 
sexual encounter with Aldrich to skills coach Paul Vincent and mental 
skills coach Jim "Doc" Gary. 

"There’s absolutely no way (Quenneville) can deny knowing it," Beach 
told TSN.  

"After the release of the Jenner & Block investigative report on Tuesday 
afternoon, we have continued to diligently review the information within 
that report, in addition to new information that has recently become 
available," Caldwell said in a statement announcing Quenneville's 
resignation. 

"It should go without saying that the conduct described in that report is 
troubling and inexcusable. It stands in direct contrast to our values as an 
organization and what the Florida Panthers stand for. No one should ever 
have to endure what Kyle Beach experienced during, and long after, his 
time in Chicago. Quite simply, he was failed. We praise his bravery and 
courage in coming forward. 

"Following a meeting today with Commissioner Bettman at National 
Hockey League offices, which was part of the league's process to decide 
how to move forward, Joel made the decision to resign and the Florida 
Panthers accepted that resignation." 

Beach told TSN he became aware that conversations took place about 
the incident in Quenneville's office and that word spread around the 
locker room quickly. He said he became the subject of anti-gay 
comments from teammates and other members of the organization. 
Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews, a 22-year-old captain in 2010, said 

he never heard any bullying directed at Beach and the first he heard of 
the alleged assault was during training camp the following fall. 

"With deep regret and contrition, I announce my resignation as head 
coach of the Florida Panthers," Quenneville said in a statement. "I want 
to express my sorrow for the pain this young man, Kyle Beach, has 
suffered. 

"My former team the Blackhawks failed Kyle and I own my share of that. I 
want to reflect on how all of this happened and take the time to educate 
myself on ensuring hockey spaces are safe for everyone."  

Former Blackhawks general manager and president of hockey operations 
Stan Bowman and Al MacIsaac, another front office member, stepped 
aside from their roles once the report's findings became public. The NHL 
fined the Blackhawks $2 million for “the organization's inadequate 
internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response.”  

"The National Hockey League agrees with the decision tonight by Joel 
Quenneville to resign his duties as head coach of the Florida Panthers," 
Bettman said in a statement.   

"In his former role as Chicago Blackhawks head coach, Mr. Quenneville 
was among several former members of the Club's senior leadership 
group who mishandled the 2010 sexual assault claim by former player 
Kyle Beach against the Club's then-video coach, Brad Aldrich. And 
following a meeting with Mr. Quenneville that took place this afternoon in 
my office, all parties agreed that it was no longer appropriate that he 
continue to serve as Florida's coach." 

No action was taken against Aldrich for three weeks – when he signed a 
separation agreement after celebrating the team's 2010 Stanley Cup 
victory, according to the report. 

In his last performance review for Aldrich, dated June 29, 2010, 
Quenneville wrote: “Aldrich did a great job for the Coaching staff in 
preparing us for all of our meetings and coordinating several tasks that 
we forward his way. Brad has several people relying on him at the same 
moment and has a way of deflecting and accommodating everyone at 
once … Congrats on winning the Stanley Cup!” 

The review wasn't signed, but Quenneville did not dispute he could have 
written the evaluation; congratulating staff members on the championship 
was typical in his performance reviews after that season, the report said.   

"I admire Kyle Beach for his courage in coming forward, am appalled that 
he was so poorly supported upon making his initial claim and in the 11 
years since, and am sorry for all he has endured," Bettman said in his 
statement.  

Quenneville was behind the bench for the Panthers' 4-1 win over the 
Boston Bruins on Wednesday but did not speak to the media afterward. 
Florida general manager Bill Zito instead read a prepared statement and 
did not take questions:   

"As an organization, we commend Kyle Beach for his courage in coming 
forward this evening to bring to light the pain he endured during his time 
in Chicago," Zito said. "Information that has recently become available is 
deeply troubling. There's no question the events described in (Tuesday's) 
report are serious and severe. We are working closely with the (NHL) to 
assist with the ongoing process and with respect to that will not comment 
further until after the commissioner's meeting (Thursday) with Joel." 

Quenneville, 63, won the 1995-96 Stanley Cup as an assistant coach 
with the Colorado Avalanche and next season became the coach of the 
St. Louis Blues. He coached 593 games with the Blues and made the 
playoffs in every season before being fired with 21 games left in 2003-04.  

Following the 2004-05 lockout, the Ontario, Canada, native returned to 
Colorado, this time as head coach for three years (two playoff 
appearances). In his first season with the Blackhawks, 2008-09, the team 
went to the Eastern Conference Finals. 

Quenneville won his first Stanley Cup as head coach in 2010. The 
Blackhawks won two more Stanley Cups (2013, 2015) and missed the 
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playoffs for the first time in his tenure in 2017-18. Fifteen games into the 
next year, he was fired and took over as Panthers coach for the start of 
the 2019-20 season. The Panthers made the playoffs in his first two 
seasons and are 7-0 to start this year. Quenneville's 969 victories are 
second-most all time. 

"We thank the Panthers' organization for working with us to ensure that a 
thorough process was followed," Bettman said. "Given the result, there is 
no need for any further action by the NHL regarding Mr. Quenneville at 
this time. However, should he wish to re-enter the League in some 
capacity in the future, I will require a meeting with him in advance in 
order to determine the appropriate conditions under which such new 
employment might take place."   
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USA TODAY / Opinion: Blackhawks and NHL continue to fail sexual 
abuse victim, just as they did in 2010 

 

Nancy Armour   | USA TODAY 

 

The bravery of Kyle Beach stands in stark contrast to the cowardice and 
callousness of so many others. 

Beach’s interview with TSN’s SportsCentre, in which he detailed an 
alleged sexual assault in 2010 by a Chicago Blackhawks video coach 
when he was a 20-year-old prospect, was difficult to watch. Raw. 
Emotional. The pain he’s suffered was visible, as he repeatedly choked 
back tears and struggled to find words. 

“Until very recently, I did not talk about it, I did not discuss it, I didn’t think 
about it. And now that I’m beginning to heal, I begin to look back and it 
definitely had impacts on my life,” Beach said Wednesday night. “I did 
stupid things, I acted out, I snapped. … I did things that I never could 
imagine doing. I relied on alcohol, I relied on drugs and … 

“I’m just so relieved with the news that came out (Tuesday), that I’ve 
been vindicated, and I can truly begin the healing process.” 

Part of that, though, requires the people who could have – should have – 
protected Beach and at least one other victim of Brad Aldrich, to take 
responsibility for their failings. 

And there’s little indication they have any interest in doing that. 

Rather than firing general manager Stan Bowman, the Blackhawks 
allowed him to resign, and CEO Danny Wirtz has tripped over himself 
letting Bowman off the hook despite Bowman's knowledge of the alleged 
assault. Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane, the faces of the Blackhawks 
franchise then and now, gave awkward statements Wednesday night in 
which they expressed sympathy for Beach – but also for Bowman and 
other now-departed executives. 

Former Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville, who according to an 
independent investigation didn’t want anything to detract from Chicago’s 
first Stanley Cup run, has essentially lawyered up. That didn’t stop the 
Florida Panthers from allowing Quenneville to be behind the bench 
Wednesday night, coaching as if it was any other game while the rest of 
the NHL world reeled from Beach’s interview. 

The Panthers did not make Quenneville available after the game, which 
raises the question of why they were OK with him coaching and 
representing their franchise while ducking accountability. 

And what of NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, who one would think 
would be hypersensitive to cases like this after the hockey world was 

rocked by revelations of sexual abuse in Canada’s junior ranks? He’s 
taking his sweet old time, as if he’s mulling over a minor rules change 
rather than an Original Six franchise enabling a sexual predator. 

He’s not meeting with Quenneville until Thursday afternoon, a full two 
days after the findings of the investigation were announced. He 
reportedly won’t talk to Kevin Cheveldayoff, who was assistant GM in 
Chicago in 2010 and is now the general manager of the Winnipeg Jets, 
until Monday. 

He did fine the Blackhawks – a whopping $2 million. Even the hapless 
NFL managed better than that, slapping Washington Football Team 
owner Daniel Snyder with a $10 million penalty for the team’s toxic and 
misogynistic atmosphere. 

“(The NHL) let me down and they’ve let others down as well,” Beach 
said. “But they continue to try and protect their name over the health and 
well-being of people who put their lives on the line every day to make the 
NHL what it is.” 

Right now, it’s hard to see the NHL as anything except a good old boys 
club that doesn’t think sexual abuse is a big deal. 

Aldrich’s predatory behavior was not a secret – in the moment or 
afterward. Yet the Blackhawks put their Stanley Cup ambitions above all 
else, ignoring Beach’s assault allegations until after they had won. 

Even then, the team didn’t fire Aldrich or even ostracize him. The 
Blackhawks allowed him to resign, and included him in the team’s 
celebrations. 

They even let him have his day with the Stanley Cup. 

No wonder, then, that Aldrich thought he was untouchable. He attempted 
to molest a Blackhawks intern. Three years later, he sexually assaulted a 
16-year-old high school boy in Michigan. 

“I’m sorry. I’m sorry I didn’t do more, when I could, to make sure it didn’t 
happen to him,” Beach said, crying. “To protect him.” 

That wasn’t Beach’s responsibility, though. That wasn’t his job. He was a 
20-year-old trying to break into the NHL, petrified that Aldrich would 
derail his career. 

But there is no excusing the others. Bowman, Quenneville, former 
Blackhawks CEO John McDonough – the list goes on – they all knew. 
They all could have done something, and they chose not to. They 
allowed lives to be ruined so they could add their names to the Stanley 
Cup. 

The team’s slogan in 2010 was “One Goal.” The question now is, at what 
price? 
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