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Antti Raanta’s emotional win, and how Tony DeAngelo may be winning over Canes fans 

By Chip Alexander  

It was a night of differing emotions for the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ Antti Raanta and Tony DeAngelo. 

Raanta, 32, made his first start for the Canes on Friday amid 
the team’s perfect start to the season. The team in front of 
him ignited for four goals in the first period to top the Chicago 
Blackhawks 6-3 and improve to 7-0, giving the Finnish goalie 
his first win with Carolina, and first victory since March 20, 
when he was with the Arizona Coyotes. 

Raanta also said was his first victory since his father, Pekka, 
passed away in August. It was the first time he did not 
receive a pregame text from his dad. 

“It was kind of a weird feeling today to go to the game and 
not get that text from him,” Raanta said to the media. “If 
anything, to get the game and get this win is kind of 
remembering my dad.” 

Raanta was signed along with Frederik Andersen as Canes 
general manager Don Waddell made the decision to revamp 
his goaltending tandem with a more veteran presence, and 
few questioned Raanta’s addition, even as many Canes fans 
liked Alex Nedeljkovic, a rookie last season, and the fiery 
Petr Mrazek. 

But DeAngelo? The howls of protest were many, and he was 
an unpopular acquisition during the offseason. Friday, Canes 
fans, including many who might have cussed his name when 
the defenseman first signed with the team, rewarded his play 
by chanting his name — quite the public turnaround. 

“They might have changed a little bit, might be starting to 
change, huh?” DeAngelo said, smiling. “They love that kind 
of stuff.” 

From lightning rod to lighting the lamp 

The defenseman’s hockey career has been seen as 
problematic. There have been suspensions and an 
altercation with a former New York Rangers teammate, and 
his signing by the Hurricanes on July 28 was seen by some 
fans in contrast with the “winning culture” the team said it 
was cultivating with character guys. 

Translation: Many Canes fans did not want to see DeAngelo 
in a Canes uniform. 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton left, and that was a big loss. 
The Canes needed offensive help from the blue line, yes, 
and a quarterback for the power play. 

 

But DeAngelo? The Canes took the heat on the signing while 
DeAngelo appeared contrite, insisting he had learned from 
past mistakes and hoped to win over those Canes fans who 
were angry and skeptical. 

In the Canes’ 7-0 start, DeAngelo has eight points. He has 
goals in each of the past two games, added two assists 
against the Blackhawks and dropped the gloves to fight 
Reese Johnson in the third period, fists flying. 

Changing minds? 

A “Gordie Howe hat trick” — a goal, an assist and a fight — 
with some serious fisticuffs in a 6-3 win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks can do that for someone trying to win over 
doubters. (The name of that achievement is a salute to the 
late Hockey Hall of Famer. Long known as “Mr. Hockey,” 
Howe was as good and tough and rugged as they came, a 
hero for many.) 

DeAngelo’s Gordie Howe hat trick Friday was the first of his 
career, and the first for the Canes since forward Brandon 
Sutter completed the feat at Minnesota in January 2012, with 
Sutter fighting Nate Prosser. It was the first for the Canes at 
PNC Arena since Erik Cole’s against Florida in January 
2003, when Cole dropped the gloves with the Panthers’ 
Marcus Nilson. 

“It’s great,” Raanta said. “He’s putting a lot of emotion into 
the game. It’s always fun when the guys are pumped up like 
that and I think Tony was really fired up today.” 

Canes fans cheered DeAngelo’s first-period goal, when he 
hopped into the rush, and later his assists. But they broke 
into a “Tony, Tony!” chant after the fight with Johnson and 
again after the game — after the players handed out 
Halloween candy in the Storm Surge celebration — when he 
was named the game’s first star. 

“That was real nice,” DeAngelo said. “Obviously there was a 
lot of feedback going both ways, positive and negativity when 
I signed, which I knew was going to happen no matter where 
I went. But I really appreciate tonight for that kind of ovation. 
It means more than the fans might think.” 

Raw emotion for Raanta 

For Raanta, the win meant more to him than most knew. It 
came against the team that first signed him in 2013, a team 
that was content with Scott Darling as their backup goalie 
and traded Raanta soon after the Blackhawks won the 2015 
Stanley Cup. 

And there were the thoughts of his father. Pekka Raanta was 
so often his sounding board, offering fatherly support but 
also hockey perspective. 
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“For me, there was a lot of emotion today,” Raanta said. “It 
has been a rough couple of months. That was a big thing for 
me today. A lot of different feelings for sure.” 

 

The replay: Honoring a football legend, the Canes’ fast start and the ACC on the move? 

By Jonas Pope IV  

A local coaching legend was honored and the Carolina 
Hurricanes have become the talk of the NHL in the Triangle 
this week. Meanwhile, a Triad staple may be on the move as 
the ACC headquarters ponders relocation. 

The Hurricanes wrapped up a four-game home stretch last 
week at PNC Arena. While the colleges have run the 
Triangle for so long, Carolina has won over the hearts of 
local sports fans through the years and the fast start this 
season is helping. 

N.C. State, Duke and UNC were all in action over the 
weekend on the gridiron and basketball teams got in one 
final week of preparation before the exhibitions start across 
the country. 

Dick Sheridan NFF HOF  

Former N.C. State football coach Dick Sheridan was honored 
at halftime of the Wolfpack’s homecoming game against 
Louisville at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

Sheridan, who coached at N.C. State from 1986-92, is a 
member of the National Football Foundation College Hall of 
Fame and will be inducted in December during a ceremony 
in Las Vegas. Sheridan was selected in the class of 2020. 

Sheridan is No. 3 all-time in wins in Wolfpack history with 52. 
During his coaching tenure, Sheridan won 69.4 percent of his 
games. Prior to arriving at N.C. State, the Wolfpack finished 
3-8 in three consecutive seasons. In his first year, Sheridan 
led the team to an 8-3-1 record and a second place finish in 
the ACC. 

Carolina Hurricanes hot start 

The Carolina Hurricanes have jumped out to an impressive 
— and record-setting — 7-0 start with a 4-1 victory over the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, a subsequent 3-0 shutout over the 
Bruins and a 6-3 display of force over the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

It was the fourth time in recent history the Canes won at least 
four of its first five games, and the first time the team ever 
started a season 6-0 (and, ultimately, 7-0). Of note: Every 
skater to play for the Canes so far this season has recorded 
at least one point, a goal or an assist. 

ACC on the move? 

It’s been discussed for a while now that ACC headquarters, 
currently located in Greensboro, has been searching for a 
new home. 

That home may be a short trip down Interstate 85. Charlotte 
is in strong consideration for the next home of the ACC 
offices. The ACC has been in Greensboro since 1953. The 
league board of directors approved to proceed to phase two 
of the evaluation of a new location. 

Charlotte would make a strong pitch for the ACC if the 
conference decides to move its headquarters from 
Greensboro, city government spokesman Cory Burkarth said 
Tuesday. 

“If the ACC conference leadership makes the decision to 
leave, Charlotte we feel is the best place for them to be,” he 
said. “We believe the ACC would be a fantastic addition to 
what we already have in Charlotte.” 
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Mailbag: #3 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC – Happy Saturday, y’all. A rare off Saturday 
during the hockey season allows us to discuss some of the 
things surrounding the best start in franchise history. 

Fun times, right? 

First things first, allow me to just once again express my 
gratitude to all who send in questions. You don’t have to, but 
you do, and it means a lot. Without you, this wouldn’t be 
what it is, so, again, thank you! 

Let’s get to it now. 

Any Canes Halloween weekend pics? Props to the Canes 
TikTok guru, they have stepped up the game. What road 
venue are you looking forward to the most? - @Hhandorf 
A three-for-one special! Respect that, Howie. 

I primarily picked this question because I wanted to just say I 
appreciate you showing love to our social team. Working with 
our crew behind the scenes every day, the passion plus 
talent makes it easy to see why we have the most fun online. 
They deserve every bit of credit. 

I digress, I haven’t seen any Canes Halloween pics yet, but 
the team’s schedule also hasn’t lent them any time to be 
throwing a team party, especially this past week. Maybe last 
night? Keep your eye out today, but if not, they may either 
have to do a post-Halloween get-together or unfortunately 
just skip it this year. Their wins have likely been a sweet 
enough treat, although those don’t get handed out for free 
door-to-door. 

In terms of road venue, I’m personally looking forward to 
seeing both Vegas and Seattle in just a few weeks. The 
whole hockey world is well aware of how raucous of an 
environment “The Fortress” can be at T-Mobile Arena and 
with how many rave reviews we’ve seen about Climate 
Pledge Arena, that should be nice to see as well. 

 
If Rod Brind’Amour called you to ask you to name the 
forward lines with Nino out, what’s your answer? As a person 
new to the Canes organization, which young player thus far 
has impressed you the most in terms of exceeding 
expectations? - @dabrams2021 

 
If Rod Brind’Amour ever calls me asking for coaching advice, 
I’m returning serve by asking him if he’s okay and if he needs 
immediate medical attention. However, in this play-pretend 
world that the question lives in, here’s what I will say: 

Figuring out where Seth Jarvis slots into the lineup may take 
a few games. If he goes directly into Nino’s spot, he’s going 
to be playing his off-hand wing, unless Jesper Fast flip-flops 
sides of the ice. Some players prefer it, some don’t like it at 
all. The nice part is that Jarvis can seamlessly take Nino’s 
spot on the power play. 

Another plus to Seth is that he has the skill to play with any 
line on the roster. If the Finns stay together, do we maybe 
see Svech-Trocheck-Jarvis? Then the same situation 
happens with Necas/Fast, one of them may play their 
opposite-handed wing. It all comes down to a player’s level 
of comfortability. After all, we see it with Lorentz and 
Martinook, both lefties, one playing the right wing every night 
on that line. 

So, albeit I didn’t answer your question, I think it’ll be a trial 
and error for the next few games. Let’s just enjoy the 
moment for him tomorrow. 

In terms of someone new that has impressed me, Ethan 
Bear has been dazzling. Really good through the first few 
games. But, again, how do you not answer Andersen here? 
Or DeAngelo after last night? I truly have enjoyed them all. 

(Added note: The team did not skate or hold media 
availability Saturday, so no further update on Nino. I did 
receive this input on Twitter though, so take it for what it is 
worth.) 

  

Raanta didn’t look great last night, is that just from taking a 
break? Does Rod continue to roll with him or does he lean 
more on Freddie? - @mgupta2695 
I was very surprised post-game to hear Antti Raanta speak 
about how emotional of a game it was for him. It was his first 
game since his father passed away this summer and there 
were a lot of thoughts floating in his mind all day, including 
the hurt of not receiving a text from him before the game for 
the first time in his pro career. 

Rod Brind’Amour even chimed in with the humble reminder 
that there’s a lot of stuff going on behind the scenes that we 
never hear nor see about. 

We’re all human at the end of the day, right? For that, I think 
we can all choose to be easy on Antti in regards to last night. 

Now, with that being said, it has to be the Frederik Andersen 
show until he stops playing the way he has through the first 
six games. Last night’s scheduling circumstances paved the 
way for Raanta but with the schedule lightening up a bit here 
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in the upcoming, I would suspect it’s going to be Freddie’s 
net until it isn’t. 
Candy corn: trash or not? - @Bass8151 

Not trash. I don’t love it, but I also don’t hate it the way some 
people do. 

Someone brought in the office last week candy corn that was 
a Thanksgiving dinner-style bag, with Apple Pie, Green 
Beans, Turkey Dinner and Coffee flavored candy corn. The 
coffee was good, but you definitely wouldn’t catch me going 
for the green-looking things one of them was. 
 

Which player drives like a grandma? There’s always one. - 
@TaylorA919 

I love these obscure questions. They make me laugh, in a 
good way, genuinely. 

Honestly, I have no idea. I don’t know much about the guys 
away from the rink just yet, but if I am ever able to figure it 
out, I’ll be sure to keep you posted, Taylor. 

Keep in mind, most of them drive pretty darn cool cars that 
can all go pretty fast, so I’m not sure if anyone can chill 
behind the wheel of those things. 

 

Preview: Canes vs. Coyotes 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes are already off to 
their best start in franchise history and now today they'll try 
and extend that to 8-0-0. 

When: Sunday, October 31, 1 p.m. 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 7-0-0 (14 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 
Canes Last Game: 6-3 Win vs. the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Friday, October 29. 

Coyotes Record: 0-7-1 (1 Points, 8th - Central Division) 
Coyotes Last Game: 2-0 Loss vs. the Washington Capitals 
on Friday, October 29. 

Tracking The Storylines 

Jarvis Day: For weeks on end Canes fans have pleaded for 
the debut of 2020 first round draft selection Seth Jarvis. After 
Nino Niederreiter unfortunatley left Friday night's game with 
a lower-body injury, today appears to be that day. The 19-
year-old dazzled during preseason play and made the team's 
opening night roster, despite being eligible to return to 
Portland of the Western Hockey League. 

A dynamic and skilled forward, today fans will get a glimpse 
at yet another exciting piece to the team's future. 

In Net: Antti Raanta made his long-awaited Canes regular 
season debut Friday night and now he too, just like Frederik 
Andersen, will carry a winning and undefeated record into 
today's contest. Will Raanta get the nod for a second straight 
day or will it be back to the league's hottest goaltender? 
Either way, good options for the team. 

Don't Get Trapped: The Canes and Coyotes find themselves 
at polar opposites of the standings entering today's game. 
The Coyotes have been outscored by an average of over 
three goals per game, while the home side enters with a goal 
differential of +20. Rod Brind'Amour preaches work ethic and 
today the team will have to ensure they don't take the visitors 
from Arizona lightly. 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is two goals shy of 100 
NHL goals and Antti Raanta is one game shy of 200 NHL 
games played. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Today the team will be 
wearing their black alternate sweaters for the second straight 
game. 

Merch Item of the Game: View today's Item of the Game, 
along with several other Canes merchandise items on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Arizona plays Carolina on 5-game road skid 

Arizona Coyotes (0-7-1, eighth in the Central) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (7-0-0, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -316, Coyotes 
+247; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Arizona travels to Carolina looking to break 
its five-game road skid. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall with a 20-3-5 record at 
home during the 2020-21 season. The Hurricanes scored 42 

power play goals with a 25.6% success rate on power play 
opportunities last season. 

Arizona finished 24-26-6 overall with a 12-14-2 record on the 
road in the 2020-21 season. The Coyotes were called for 
198 penalties last season averaging 3.5 penalties and 8.0 
penalty minutes per game. 

The teams meet Sunday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Coyotes: Nick Schmaltz: day to day (upper body).
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About Last Night: Canes handle Hawks 

By Zeke Lukow  

The Carolina Hurricanes continued the best start in franchise 
history with a 6-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks Friday to 
move to 7-0-0 on the season. This leaves the Canes and the 
Florida Panthers as the only two undefeated teams 
remaining in the league. 

This win also moved the Canes into sole possession of first 
place in the Metropolitan Division standings, now clear of the 
Washington Capitals by one point with one game in hand. 

This was the first game that Rod Brind’Amour utilized lineup 
changes, but they did not include Brendan Smith or Seth 
Jarvis, who could potentially see game action in the Sunday 
matinee.  

Who’s That in Net? 

For the first time this season, the Canes had someone in the 
crease who wasn’t Frederick Andersen. Antti Raanta earned 
his first win as a Carolina Hurricane, stopping 23 of the 26 
shots that he faced in a game that was only competitive for 
about a period and a half. 

His three goals against are a little misleading. Only one of 
the goals came at even strength, the first of the game. The 
other two came on the Chicago power play, with the last 
coming in the third period after the game was out of hand. 
Even the even-strength goal would be tough to pin on 
Raanta. The goal was a one-timer through the crease 
directly in front of net. It would have taken superhuman effort 
to keep the puck out of the net. 

Much like Andersen, Raanta plays a fairly conservative style, 
much more conservative than the Petr Mrazek/Alex 
Nedeljkovic style that Canes fans are now used to. With the 
sub-par Blackhawks offense, he wasn’t forced to make soul-
stealing saves, and he proved that he can play a competent 
game when he is called upon. It would make sense for him to 
see more action in the coming weeks to give Andersen more 
time off with the schedule getting denser.  

High-Powered Centers 

The center depth of the Canes really shined Friday night. 
The first four goals of the game saw each center either score 
or earn a primary assist. The vision and playmaking ability of 
both Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck led to two of the 
first three goals on the night. Both were able to find open 
teammates in Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Tony DeAngelo, 
respectively, in open ice and an open net. 

Jordan Staal and Derek Stepan on the other hand used their 
physicality to drive the net to create their goals. That should 
really come as a surprise to no one.  

One of the main benefits of this year’s roster is the added 
talent in the wings. With Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen 
on the top line with Aho, there are more chances for odd-
man rushes. Before it had to be Aho and Teravainen in the 
right spot, now it just needs to be one of the two. Kotkaniemi 
showed that he can finish in that spot, something that a top-
six Brock McGinn could rarely do. 

This extends down the lineup with Andrei Svechnikov on the 
second line with Trocheck. He earned his seventh goal of the 
year on a play set up by Trocheck. The Canes have great 
Centers, but they have also surrounded all four centers with 
players that can find the back of the net.  

The Best Offense is a Good Defense 

Not to be outdone by the forwards, the defensemen also 
joined the party. While DeAngelo was the only defenseman 
with a goal on the night, Ian Cole also earned his first point 
as a Hurricane last night. Ethan Bear and Jaccob Slavin also 
picked up assists on the night, which also means that every 
defenseman has found the scoresheet just seven games into 
the season. 

On DeAngelo’s goal in the first period, he was down low on 
the post when he received the pass from Trocheck to score. 
He had a huge impact on the rush jumping in and ending up 
as the target man for the goal. He’s not the only one to do it, 
almost every position there is a defenseman jumping up 
trying to create more chances. 

This hasn’t come as a detriment to the defensive aspect of 
the game. One of the benefits of a player like Slavin is his 
ability to shut down an odd-man rush single-handed. In the 
third period he stopped a three-on-one by batting a puck out 
of the air, but it's something he does almost every 
possession. That ability is why the Canes can play Bear on 
the top line and give him the freedom to succeed that he has.  

This kind of play happens on all three pairs to some extent 
with Cole backing up DeAngelo and Pesce backing up Brady 
Skjei. 

Nino Niederreiter Injury 

Niederreiter left the game in the third period with a non-
contact injury when his skate appeared to catch an edge. In 
the post-game meeting with reporters, Rod Brind’Amour said 
he “may be out a while.” This would be a big blow for the 
Canes as the line of Staal, Niederreiter and Jesper Fast was 
the most complete line on the team. Nino also had a great 
start to the season with three goals in the first six games. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 31, 2021 

 

This could lead to Brind’Amour shuffling lines, that would 
hopefully only alter the bottom six of the lineup or could 
include a new addition from the healthy scratch pool. 

It was expected that rookie Seth Jarvis would see time this 
weekend anyway, but this may increase the urgency to play 
him. Jarvis has nine games at the NHL level before he will 
have to be sent back to the juniors, which could get the 
Hurricanes through Nov. 20 without the Swiss forward. This 
could be just the opportunity he needs to impress the 
coaches. 

Looking Ahead 

The Canes have a daunted Sunday matinee against the 
Arizona Coyotes. While the Coyotes may be a basement-
dwelling team, the Canes' greatest enemy is an afternoon 
game. 

The Canes will likely put Andersen back in net and could 
also mark the first appearance of Brendan Smith. However, 
it’s hard to tell which defenseman should come out of the 
lineup to make room for him. Both Aho and Svechnikov will 
enter the game on seven-game point streaks.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255406221.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/article255353796.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-three/c-327397876 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-vs-coyotes/c-327401852 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-north-carolina-arizona-coyotes-77bba879928344b2b273aa44ffb577cf 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/30/22753782/about-last-night-canes-handle-hawks 
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Antti Raanta’s emotional win, and how Tony DeAngelo may be winning 
over Canes fans 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It was a night of differing emotions for the Carolina Hurricanes’ Antti 
Raanta and Tony DeAngelo. 

Raanta, 32, made his first start for the Canes on Friday amid the team’s 
perfect start to the season. The team in front of him ignited for four goals 
in the first period to top the Chicago Blackhawks 6-3 and improve to 7-0, 
giving the Finnish goalie his first win with Carolina, and first victory since 
March 20, when he was with the Arizona Coyotes. 
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Raanta also said was his first victory since his father, Pekka, passed 
away in August. It was the first time he did not receive a pregame text 
from his dad. 

“It was kind of a weird feeling today to go to the game and not get that 
text from him,” Raanta said to the media. “If anything, to get the game 
and get this win is kind of remembering my dad.” 

Raanta was signed along with Frederik Andersen as Canes general 
manager Don Waddell made the decision to revamp his goaltending 
tandem with a more veteran presence, and few questioned Raanta’s 
addition, even as many Canes fans liked Alex Nedeljkovic, a rookie last 
season, and the fiery Petr Mrazek. 

But DeAngelo? The howls of protest were many, and he was an 
unpopular acquisition during the offseason. Friday, Canes fans, including 
many who might have cussed his name when the defenseman first 
signed with the team, rewarded his play by chanting his name — quite 
the public turnaround. 

“They might have changed a little bit, might be starting to change, huh?” 
DeAngelo said, smiling. “They love that kind of stuff.” 

From lightning rod to lighting the lamp 

The defenseman’s hockey career has been seen as problematic. There 
have been suspensions and an altercation with a former New York 
Rangers teammate, and his signing by the Hurricanes on July 28 was 
seen by some fans in contrast with the “winning culture” the team said it 
was cultivating with character guys. 

Translation: Many Canes fans did not want to see DeAngelo in a Canes 
uniform. 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton left, and that was a big loss. The Canes 
needed offensive help from the blue line, yes, and a quarterback for the 
power play. 

But DeAngelo? The Canes took the heat on the signing while DeAngelo 
appeared contrite, insisting he had learned from past mistakes and 
hoped to win over those Canes fans who were angry and skeptical. 

In the Canes’ 7-0 start, DeAngelo has eight points. He has goals in each 
of the past two games, added two assists against the Blackhawks and 
dropped the gloves to fight Reese Johnson in the third period, fists flying. 

Changing minds? 

A “Gordie Howe hat trick” — a goal, an assist and a fight — with some 
serious fisticuffs in a 6-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks can do that 
for someone trying to win over doubters. (The name of that achievement 
is a salute to the late Hockey Hall of Famer. Long known as “Mr. 
Hockey,” Howe was as good and tough and rugged as they came, a hero 
for many.) 

DeAngelo’s Gordie Howe hat trick Friday was the first of his career, and 
the first for the Canes since forward Brandon Sutter completed the feat at 
Minnesota in January 2012, with Sutter fighting Nate Prosser. It was the 
first for the Canes at PNC Arena since Erik Cole’s against Florida in 
January 2003, when Cole dropped the gloves with the Panthers’ Marcus 
Nilson. 

“It’s great,” Raanta said. “He’s putting a lot of emotion into the game. It’s 
always fun when the guys are pumped up like that and I think Tony was 
really fired up today.” 

Canes fans cheered DeAngelo’s first-period goal, when he hopped into 
the rush, and later his assists. But they broke into a “Tony, Tony!” chant 
after the fight with Johnson and again after the game — after the players 
handed out Halloween candy in the Storm Surge celebration — when he 
was named the game’s first star. 

“That was real nice,” DeAngelo said. “Obviously there was a lot of 
feedback going both ways, positive and negativity when I signed, which I 
knew was going to happen no matter where I went. But I really 

appreciate tonight for that kind of ovation. It means more than the fans 
might think.” 

Raw emotion for Raanta 

For Raanta, the win meant more to him than most knew. It came against 
the team that first signed him in 2013, a team that was content with Scott 
Darling as their backup goalie and traded Raanta soon after the 
Blackhawks won the 2015 Stanley Cup. 

And there were the thoughts of his father. Pekka Raanta was so often his 
sounding board, offering fatherly support but also hockey perspective. 

“For me, there was a lot of emotion today,” Raanta said. “It has been a 
rough couple of months. That was a big thing for me today. A lot of 
different feelings for sure.” 

 

News Observer LOADED: 10.31.2021 

1224556 Arizona Coyotes 

 

Coyotes face another top NHL club in Carolina Hurricanes 

 

José M. Romero 

Arizona Republic 

 

Arizona Coyotes at Carolina Hurricanes, 10 a.m. Sunday, PNC Arena, 
Bally Sports Arizona, Arizona Sports 98.7 FM — The Coyotes (0-7-1) will 
play on Halloween for the 14th time in franchise history. They are 6-7-0 in 
previous Oct. 31 games. The Hurricanes (7-0-0) were one of only two 
remaining undefeated teams in the NHL going into Saturday night's 
games. The other is Florida, which was 8-0-0 and is a team the Coyotes 
already played on the current road trip. Coyotes forward Phil Kessel 
leads current Coyotes in career goals (12) and assists (18) against the 
Hurricanes. Forward Johan Larsson (while with Buffalo) has  scored in 
each of the last two times he's played the Hurricanes, with a goal and 
assist. The Coyotes are 8-7-1 all-time at PNC Arena. Among several 
former Coyotes on the Hurricanes' roster, the two most recently with 
Arizona are goaltender Antti Raanta, signed in free agency by Carolina 
this past offseason, and forward Derek Stepan, a former alternate 
captain for the Coyotes who was traded away to Ottawa just before the 
start of the 2020-2021 season. Raanta made his first start on Friday and 
got his first win with Carolina and first since March 20, when he was with 
the Coyotes. Raanta told reporters it was also his first victory since his 
father, Pekka, passed away in August. It was the first time he did not 
receive a pregame text from his dad. 
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Coyotes given 8th consecutive loss to start season by Capitals 

 

Staff Report 

Oct 29, 2021, 6:42 PM 

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Arizona Sports 
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WASHINGTON — John Carlson scored a long-awaited power-play goal, 
Alex Ovechkin added an empty-netter and the Washington Capitals beat 
Arizona 2-0 Friday night, handing the Coyotes their eighth consecutive 
loss to start the season. 

Carlson’s goal with 7:58 left in the third period was Washington’s third in 
25 opportunities on the power play dating to opening night. The Capitals 
came up empty on their first five power-play chances against Arizona 
before breaking through. 

They outshot the Coyotes 32-16, but struggled to create quality scoring 
chances, let alone score on first-year NHL goaltender Karel Vejmelka 
before Carlson’s shot deflected in off a penalty-killer. Vejmelka, a 25-
year-old from the Czech Republic, finished with 30 saves, including a few 
notable stops at even strength to give Arizona a puncher’s chance at its 
first victory of the season. 

But the Capitals skated circles around their overmatched opponent, and 
eventually the talent disparity came through. Ovechkin’s goal in the final 
minute was his league-leading ninth of the season and 739th of his 
career, two shy of Brett Hull for fourth on the all-time list. 

Playing its first game without injured winger T.J. Oshie and still missing 
top center Nicklas Backstrom, Washington avoided back-to-back losses 
and still has not lost in regulation this season. 

Rebuilding Arizona fell to 0-8-1 and remained last in the league standings 
with one point. With 2018 Stanley Cup-winning fan favorite Jay Beagle 
returning to town, the Coyotes put quite the scare into the Capitals before 
falling short. 

Making his third start of the season, Ilya Samsonov stopped all 16 shots 
he faced to pick up the fourth shutout of his NHL career. 

NOTES: Brett Leason made his NHL debut for the Capitals in the 
absence of Nic Dowd, who aggravated a lower-body injury at the morning 
skate. … With Leason in, Washington dressed a lineup with four rookies 
for the first time since April 7, 2018. … Former Capitals prospect Travis 
Boyd was a healthy scratch for Arizona to make room for veteran Swede 
Loui Eriksson. 
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Chicago Blackhawks lose to St. Louis Blues for worst-ever start 

 

Warren Mays 

2-3 minutes 10/30/2021 

 

ST. LOUIS — Torey Krug scored and Jordan Binnington made 25 saves 
in the St. Louis Blues’ 1-0 victory over the winless Chicago Blackhawks 
on Saturday night. 

The Blackhawks dropped to 0-7-2 to set a franchise record for the worst 
start to a season. The Hawks were winless through eight games in 1953-
54, when they were 0-7-1, and 1999-2000, when they were 0-4-4. 

The Blues rebounded after suffering their first loss of the season 
Thursday night. 

Krug scored on a power play at 7 minutes, 35 seconds of the third period. 
Vladimir Tarasenko fed Krug in the right faceoff circle. Krug’s wrist shot 
beat Marc-André Fleury through his pads. 

With the assist, Tarasenko extended his points streak to six games (four 
goals, five assists). 

Binnington earned his ninth career shutout. He improved to 11-1-3 over 
his last 15 regular-season starts. 

Fluery made 36 saves for the Hawks and fell to 0-5-0 this season. 

Blues left wing Brandon Saad has been cleared from COVID-19 protocol. 
He skated Saturday morning before practice and then left. He is 
expected back on the ice soon and could be ready to play Wednesday 
against the Kings in Los Angeles. Saad last played Oct. 20 against 
Vegas. The Hawks’ Patrick Kane, Jujhar Khaira and Riley Stillman all 
remain day-to-day in COVID-19 Protocol. 

Hawks center Tyler Johnson (neck soreness) was scratched for the 
game. He left Friday’s game, a 6-3 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes, in the 
second period. Coach Jeremy Colliton described the injury as a stinger in 
his neck and shoulder area. 
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Chicago Blackhawks scandal: Gary Bettman meets with Kyle Beach 

 

Jay Cohen 

4-5 minutes 10/30/2021 

 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman talked with Kyle Beach on Saturday 
about what the league can do to better protect its players after the former 
first-round pick said he was sexually assaulted by an assistant coach in 
2010 and his allegations were largely ignored by the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Donald Fehr, the leader of the NHL players association, also met with 
Beach in a separate video conference call. 

Susan Loggans, an attorney representing Beach in a lawsuit against the 
team, said Bettman expressed his “sincere regret” over what Beach 
experienced. He also offered the NHL’s help with psychological services 
and anything else the league has available. 

“There was discussion about what could be done in the future to assure 
this kind of thing did not occur again,” Loggans said in an email to the 
AP. 

The AP left messages seeking comment from the NHL. 

Loggans said Beach’s meeting with Fehr covered the league’s substance 
abuse and behavioral health program, which did not follow up when 
Beach reported what happened. 

“They looked at it as though it was a privileged communication and they 
couldn’t do anything,” Loggans said. “And they want to carve out a 
mechanism whereby if abusive behavior is taking place they can take 
action.” 

The NHLPA has scheduled a Monday call for its executive board. What 
happened with Beach is expected to be discussed during the meeting. 

Beach, 31, a Blackhawks center prospect from 2009 to 2013, revealed 
himself as “John Doe” — the pseudonym used in a negligence lawsuit 
against the team — during an interview Wednesday evening on 
Canada’s The Sports Network. Beach posted a statement on Twitter on 
Thursday expressing gratitude for the support he had received in the last 
few days. 

The NHL fined the Blackhawks $2 million for “the organization’s 
inadequate internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response” 
to Beach’s allegations that he was sexually assaulted by video coach 
Brad Aldrich during the team’s Stanley Cup run in 2010. Stan Bowman 
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resigned from his position as Hawks president of hockey operations and 
general manager, as well as from his role as GM of the U.S. Olympic 
hockey team. 

An independent report by Chicago law firm Jenner & Block gave a 
scathing review of the team’s handling of Beach’s sexual assault 
allegation against Aldrich. The report found that upper management with 
the Blackhawks discussed Beach’s accusations at a meeting on May 23, 
2010, right after the team advanced to the Stanley Cup Final. Aldrich told 
investigators the encounter was consensual. 

Accounts of what was said during the meeting vary, but the report found 
there was no evidence that anything was done about the accusations 
before then-Hawks President John McDonough contacted the team’s 
director of human resources on June 14 — a delay that violated the 
organization’s sexual harassment policy. 

During those three weeks, Aldrich continued to work for and travel with 
the team. Former federal prosecutor Reid Schar, who led the 
investigation, said Aldrich also “made an unwanted sexual advance” 
toward a 22-year-old Blackhawks intern. 

McDonough was fired in April 2020. Joel Quenneville, who coached the 
Hawks from 2008-09 to early in the 2018-19 season, promptly resigned 
as Florida Panthers coach Thursday after meeting with Bettman. 

Al MacIsaac, another senior manager from 2010, was ousted as Hawks 
senior vice president of hockey operations this week. 

Kevin Cheveldayoff, the assistant general manager during that 2010 
championship season and now the Winnipeg Jets general manager, met 
with Bettman on Friday. But the NHL decided not to take any action 
against Cheveldayoff, saying in a statement he was “not responsible for 
the improper decisions” made by the Blackhawks regarding Aldrich. 

According to the Jenner & Block report, Fehr was contacted twice about 
allegations connected to Aldrich, including by a Beach confidant. Fehr 
told investigators he couldn’t recall either conversation but did not deny 
that they had occurred. 

Fehr said Wednesday night in a statement that there was “no doubt” that 
the system had failed Beach and “we are part of that system.” 
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Blackhawks lose to Blues, finish October winless 

 

Ben Pope 
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ST. LOUIS — Player by player, all the way down the roster, the 
Blackhawks’ atrocious start is weighing emotionally on everyone. 

After an improved but ultimately fruitless effort Saturday in a 1-0 loss to 
the Blues, the Hawks will finish October having lost all nine games in the 
month’s schedule. That’s officially the worst start to a season in franchise 
history, topping their eight-game opening winless streaks in 1953 and 
1999. 

Defenseman Jake McCabe is “extremely” tired of losing, having jumped 
from six consecutive losing seasons with the Sabres to now this current 
mess with the Hawks — while the Sabres roar out to a shocking 5-1-1 
start. 

“Frankly, each guy has to look at themselves in the mirror,” McCabe said. 
“What do we have to do better, to a man? And [then] we have to bring 
that... Obviously, we’re lacking confidence right now from this start.” 

Forward Alex DeBrincat didn’t need long to estimate he has “probably 
not” been through any stretch like this before in his hockey career, even 
as a kid. 

“This is tough,” he said. “It’s very frustrating. We know we have a way 
better team than we’ve showed. We’ve just got to find a way to muster up 
the energy to get through it.” 

Goalie Marc-Andre Fleury looked most emotionally taxed of all Saturday, 
with his spectacular 36-save effort — by far the best of his Hawks tenure 
to date — proving not enough to break the drought. The one goal he did 
concede, a third-period power-play deflection credited to Torey Krug, still 
eating at him afterward. 

“Krug was coming in, opened his blade, looked like he was going to pass 
[the puck] in front, and brought it back,” Fleury said. “I was leaning 
toward the middle a little, and that was the difference in the game.” 

The Hawks remain without several key players and assistant coaches, as 
Patrick Kane and the rest of the group in COVID-19 protocol are still 
missing, and Tyler Johnson was ruled out Saturday with neck soreness. 

But that small excuse isn’t making this futility any easier to swallow. 

“We’re here to win,” DeBrincat added. “We can say, ‘We played well,’ all 
we want. But if we’re not winning, it doesn’t mean anything.” 

Bettman meets with Beach 

Kyle Beach, the former Blackhawks player allegedly sexually assaulted in 
2010, met Saturday with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman and NHL 
Players’ Association director Donald Fehr. 

Beach and Bettman discussed ways the NHL can improve its sexual 
abuse resources moving forward after Bettman apologized for the 
league’s failure to protect Beach from former Hawks video coach Brad 
Aldrich, the AP reported. 

Beach and Fehr, meanwhile, discussed potential needed modifications in 
the league’s substance abuse and behavioral health program, the AP 
reported. 

Fehr has come under fire this week for not taking action in 2010 even 
though the NHLPA was allegedly notified several times of Aldrich’s 
actions, casting the 73-year-old’s future as the association’s leader into 
question. 

Phillips debuts early 

By playing 11:07 on Friday and 8:21 on Saturday, Hawks defenseman 
Isaak Phillips made history as the first Team Jamaica hockey alumnus to 
appear in the NHL. 

Phillips’ rise has been incredibly fast as a fifth-round pick in the 2020 
draft, barely over a year ago. He became just the 13th player from that 
draft class to debut, and 11 of the first 12 were picked in the top 26. 
Phillips, by comparison, was picked 141st. 
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John McDonough’s silence during Blackhawks scandal fallout shows his 
cowardice 

 

Ben Pope 

4-5 minutes 10/30/2021 
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Where is John McDonough? 

It has been 18 months since the harsh, arguably dictatorial man was fired 
from his post as Blackhawks president. 

It has been five months since Kyle Beach’s lawsuit first told the world an 
alleged sexual assault had occurred in May 2010, on McDonough’s 
watch. 

It has been three days since an independent investigation concluded that 
McDonough not only knew about former video coach Brad Aldrich’s 
alleged sexual assault of Beach but also hosted and took charge of a 
meeting where Hawks executives discussed the allegations and chose 
not to report Aldrich for weeks. 

And still, McDonough — for decades one of the most powerful figures in 
Chicago sports — has not come up for air, has not made any public 
comments, has not pointed fingers elsewhere to try to justify his actions 
(a la general manager Stan Bowman) and certainly has not accepted 
accountability for his grievous error that ruined Beach’s career. 

He has not responded to countless interview requests, by the Sun-Times 
and surely other media outlets. He hasn’t even released a vague, pre-
written statement like the one the Hawks posted the day after his firing, 
the last time he was heard from. 

It was already clear, based on his 13-year reign in which success was 
measured by only wins and profits, that McDonough is a merciless man. 

Now it’s clear he’s also a coward. 

When he jumped from the Cubs’ presidency to the Hawks’ in 2007 — 
arriving at the United Center as abruptly and shockingly as he left in 2020 
— he ushered in tremendous change. On the surface, much of it was 
welcomed: Marketing increased dramatically, the on-ice product 
improved dramatically, and fans flocked to the Hawks bandwagon. 

But behind the scenes, McDonough showed little empathy for the human 
elements of the organization. He created a cold, rigid internal work 
environment and exercised his power constantly and universally. 

Employees interviewed in the Jenner & Block investigation described him 
as “extremely controlling and wanting to be — and being — the final 
decision-maker” on virtually everything. 

McDonough, if he ever does speak, probably wouldn’t refute that 
description. That control fueled him. In a 2013 Sun-Times interview 
reflecting on his 2008 and 2009 firing spree and fans’ impression of him 
as “ruthless,” he essentially admitted so. 

“If that’s a byproduct of winning, of ‘One Goal,’ then when it’s all said and 
done, that’s the way it has to be,” McDonough said at the time. “This job 
is not for the faint of heart.” 

Or seemingly, considering his actions, for those with any heart at all. 

His handling of the Aldrich situation is therefore hardly surprising, albeit 
deplorable. When told on May 23, 2010, of the alleged assault, 
McDonough instead referenced the Cubs’ championship drought and 
said “the Blackhawks might never make it this far in the playoffs again, 
and that they needed to think about when to handle the issue,” Bowman 
told investigators. 

At the meeting’s end, McDonough told others to “leave it to” him,” the 
investigation found. He then took no action until finally reporting Aldrich 
to human resources on June 14, at which time he said he’d “decided not 
to alert [HR] or outside legal counsel and to not do anything about the 
incident during the playoffs so as not to ‘disturb team chemistry,’ ” the 
investigation found. 

Yet when interviewed himself by investigators this summer, McDonough 
— per usual of late — had nothing to say. The investigation report more 
delicately states he expressed “virtually no recollection of the discussion 
after the issue had been raised.” 

As irresponsible as all involved in the 2010 meeting were, and as bad as 
many others in the organization have looked during its fallout this year, 
McDonough shoulders by far the greatest culpability. 

His reputation hasn’t been merely tainted. It has been deservedly 
demolished. 

And he’s evidently not even willing to apologize. 
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Chicago faces Ottawa on 4-game home slide 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 
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Ottawa Senators (3-4-0, seventh in the Atlantic) vs. Chicago Blackhawks 
(0-7-2, seventh in the Central) 

Chicago; Monday, 8 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blackhawks -127, Senators +106; 
over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Chicago hosts Ottawa looking to stop its four-game 
home skid. 

Chicago went 24-25-7 overall with a 13-11-4 record at home during the 
2020-21 season. The Blackhawks scored 159 total goals last season 
while collecting 269 assists. 

Ottawa finished 23-28-5 overall during the 2020-21 season while going 9-
18-1 on the road. The Senators scored 27 power play goals with a 15.5% 
success rate on power play opportunities last season. 

The teams square off Monday for the first time this season. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Riley Stillman: day to day (health protocols), 
Jujhar Khaira: day to day (health protocols), Patrick Kane: day to day 
(health protocols), Henrik Borgstrom: day to day (health protocols). 

Senators: Shane Pinto: out (upper body). 
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rug, Binnington spark Blues to 1-0 win over Blackhawks 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

3-3 minutes 10/29/2021 

Updated 10/30/2021 9:44 PM 

 

ST. LOUIS -- Torey Krug scored and Jordan Binnington made 25 saves 
in the St. Louis Blues' 1-0 victory over the winless Chicago Blackhawks 
on Saturday night. 
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The Blackhawks dropped to 0-7-2 to set a franchise record for the worst 
start to a season. Chicago was winless through eight games in 1953-54, 
when they were 0-7-1, and 1999-00, when they were 0-4-4. 

The Blues rebounded after their first loss of the season Thursday night. 

Krug scored on a power play at 7:35 of the third period. Vladimir 
Tarasenko fed Krug in the right faceoff circle. Krug's wrist shot beat 
Marc-Andre Fleury through his pads. 

With the assist, Tarasenko extended his points streak to six games (four 
goals, five assists). 

Binnington earned his ninth career shutout. He improved to 11-1-3 over 
his last 15 regular-season starts. 

Fluery made 36 saves for Chicago. He's 0-5-0 this season. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL 

Blues LW Brandon Saad has been cleared from COVID-19 protocol. He 
skated Saturday morning before practice began and then left. He is 
expectd back on the ice soon and could be ready to play in Wednesday's 
game against the Kings in Los Angeles. Saad last played Oct. 20 against 
Vegas. ... Blues C Ryan O'Reilly, former Conn Smythe Trophy winner, 
remains out on COVID-19 protocol. ... Chicago's Patrick Kane, Jujhar 
Khaira and Riley Stillman all remain day-to-day in COVID-19 Protocol. 

INJURIES 

Chicago C Tyler Johnson (neck soreness) was scratched for the game. 
Johnson left Friday's game (a 6-3 loss to Carolina) in the second period. 
Coach Jeremy Colliton described the injury as a stinger in his neck and 
shoulder area. 
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10 observations: Hawks shut out by Blues, remain winless 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks were shut out by the St. Louis Blues 1-0 at Enterprise 
Center on Saturday and remain winless (0-7-2) through nine games.T 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. The Blackhawks allowed 17 scoring chances at even strength in the 
first period, according to Natural Stat Trick. They gave up 22 in the next 
two periods combined for a game total of 39, which is the most even-
strength scoring chances they've given up in a game this season. Their 
previous high was 38 in the season-opening loss to Colorado. 

2. On the flip side, the Blackhawks generated 29 scoring chances of their 
own at even strength. It was their highest total of the season. Their 
previous high was 26 on Oct. 21 against Vancouver. And yet they 
couldn't find the scoresheet. Tough to swallow. 

3. Marc-Andre Fleury has not had a great start to this season. But he was 
vintage Flower on Saturday night, stopping the first 30 shots he faced 
and finishing with 36 saves on 37 shots for a save percentage of .973. 
Nineteen of those shots came from the slot, according to Sportlogiq. A 
much-needed confidence-building performance for the reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner. 

4. The Blues scored at least three goals in each of their first six games. 
They ranked No. 1 entering the day with a Goals For per game of 4.67. 
The Blackhawks held them to just one goal. 

5. The Blues are giving up an average of 35.3 shots per game, which 
ranks second-worst in the NHL. The Blackhawks recorded only four 
shots on goal in the opening frame and finished with 25. 

6. The difference came down to special teams. The Blackhawks went 0-
for-3 on the power play and the Blues went 1-for-2 on their two chances, 
breaking the 0-0 tie at the 7:25 mark of the third period. 

7. Kirby Dach had a rough night at the faceoff circle. He lost all eight of 
his draws. 

8. The Blackhawks' fourth line of MacKenzie Entwistle, Adam Gaudette 
and Reese Johnson had a tough night. When the three of them were on 
the ice at even strength, the Blues led in shot attempts (9-0), shots on 
goal (6-0) and scoring chances (5-0). 

9.  Head coach Jeremy Colliton separated the pairing of Jake McCabe 
and Connor Murphy for the first time this season. McCabe was paired 
with rookie Isaak Phillips and Murphy with Erik Gustafsson. It was time to 
try something different. 

10. Tyler Johnson did not play in this game after leaving Friday's contest 
early. The team called it neck soreness, and it's unclear how long he'll be 
out for. 
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NHL's Bettman meets with Kyle Beach, offers help 

 

Kristen Shilton 

3-4 minutes 

 

CHICAGO -- NHL commissioner Gary Bettman talked to Kyle Beach on 
Saturday about what the league can do to better protect its players after 
the former first-round pick said he was sexually assaulted by an assistant 
coach in 2010 and that his allegations were largely ignored by the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

Susan Loggans, an attorney representing Beach in a lawsuit against the 
team, said Bettman expressed his "sincere regret" over what Beach had 
experienced. He also offered the NHL's help with psychological services 
and anything else that the league had available. 

"There was discussion about what could be done in the future to assure 
this kind of thing did not occur again," Loggans said in an email to the 
AP. 

Beach, 31, also is slated to meet with Donald Fehr, the leader of the NHL 
Players' Association, on Saturday in a separate video conference call. 

Messages were left by the AP seeking comment from the NHL and 
NHLPA. 

The AP does not typically identify people who say they are victims of 
sexual assault unless they come forward publicly. Beach spoke with TSN 
on Wednesday and posted a statement on Twitter on Thursday 
expressing gratitude for the support he had received in the past few 
days. 

The NHL fined Chicago $2 million for "the organization's inadequate 
internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response" to Beach's 
allegations that he was sexually assaulted by Brad Aldrich during the 
team's Stanley Cup run in 2010. 

According to a report by an outside law firm, commissioned by the team 
in response to lawsuits by Beach and a former high school student whom 
Aldrich was convicted of assaulting in Michigan, senior leaders with the 
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Blackhawks discussed Beach's accusations at a meeting on May 23, 
2010, right after Chicago advanced to the Stanley Cup. Aldrich told 
investigators the encounter was consensual. 

Accounts of what was said during the meeting vary, but the report found 
there was no evidence that anything was done about the accusations 
before then-team president John McDonough contacted the team's 
director of human resources on June 14 -- a delay that violated the 
organization's sexual harassment policy. 

During those three weeks, Aldrich continued to work for and travel with 
the team. Former federal prosecutor Reid Schar, who led the 
investigation, said Aldrich also "made an unwanted sexual advance" 
toward a 22-year-old Blackhawks intern. 

According to the Blackhawks' report, Fehr was contacted twice about 
allegations connected to Aldrich, including by a Beach confidant. Fehr 
told investigators he couldn't recall either conversation but did not deny 
that they had occurred. 

Fehr said Wednesday night in a statement that there was "no doubt" that 
the system had failed Beach and "we are part of that system." 
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Kyle Beach to meet with Blackhawks, losing streak extends to 9 games, 
Jeremy Colliton's job security: 5 thoughts 

 

Scott Powers 

6-7 minutes 10/31/2021 

 

ST. LOUIS — First off before we get into Saturday’s game, there is some 
news about Kyle Beach to report. 

His lawyer, Susan Loggans, said Saturday that she and Beach will be 
meeting with the Blackhawks on Tuesday. Blackhawks CEO Danny Wirtz 
recently said he had told the Blackhawks lawyers to “see if we can reach 
a fair resolution consistent with the totality of the circumstances.” 
Tuesday will begin that process. 

Beach and Loggans aren’t exactly taking the Blackhawks at their word. 
Beach wrote in a recent tweet, “Although the results of the private 
investigation have been released, and the Blackhawks have apologized, 
my battle is really just beginning as the Blackhawks continue to attempt 
to destroy my case in court.” 

The Blackhawks did file a motion last week to dismiss Beach’s case, but 
the Blackhawks have said that was simply procedural. 

Asked about Beach’s tweet, Loggans said, “Although they say they want 
to settle within hours, they filed more papers to dismiss the case. So 
although they were entitled to do that, they’re obviously continuing to try 
to position and avoid pain as much as they can. I don’t see any sign that 
they really accept responsibility.” 

1. Let’s get to Saturday’s game. The Blackhawks lost 1-0 to the St. Louis 
Blues and dropped their ninth consecutive game to begin the season. It’s 
now the second-longest losing streak to begin an NHL season. The 
1943-44 New York Rangers own the record with 11 consecutive losses. 

It’s difficult to write that and then write “but,” but here I go. Despite 
Saturday’s result, it did feel like a game the Blackhawks would have been 
OK with if they didn’t have the losing streak hanging over them. The 
Blues were the better team, but it was a solid road effort. The result came 
down to the Blackhawks’ inability to score and taking two penalties in the 
first six minutes of the third period. 

“Yeah, we definitely played better than previous games,” Blackhawks 
forward Alex DeBrincat said. “It’s still frustrating we don’t get enough to 
score goals obviously to win the game. We’re here to win. We can say 
we played well all we want, but if we’re not winning, it doesn’t mean 
anything. We got to keep going, get our first win under our belt and move 
on from there.” 

2. I know a majority of fans want Jeremy Colliton fired yesterday. From 
what I’ve heard, I don’t think it’s going to happen soon. 

As one source put it Saturday, the dust has to settle on many fronts for 
the Blackhawks before they can really do anything else. It also sounds 
like the Blackhawks’ leadership realizes the past week was taxing on 
everyone within the organization. The source wasn’t making excuses, but 
they did believe the analytics would even themselves out over time and 
that it was still worth noting that they are without Patrick Kane, Henrik 
Borgström, Jujhar Khaira and Riley Stillman due to COVID-19 and Tyler 
Johnson, Caleb Jones and Wyatt Kalynuk due to injury. 

I know that’s not what a lot of people want to hear. Truthfully, the on-ice 
product is somewhat secondary to the organization right now while it tries 
to maneuver through everything else. 

3. We’ve yet to hear from Kyle Davidson, but he did make his first hockey 
decision as interim general manager. It wasn’t a huge move, but calling 
up Isaak Phillips recently was technically his first transaction. 

It’s tough to read into the call-up too much, but Phillips hadn’t been 
chosen while Stan Bowman was general manager. Bowman spoke highly 
of Phillips, but Bowman did seem to favor Ian Mitchell and Nicolas 
Beaudin, two players he drafted in the early rounds. Brian Campbell is a 
fan of Phillips, so Campbell might have had some influence on who was 
called up. Campbell did sit with Davidson at the Blackhawks’ morning 
skate earlier in the week. 

I also think Davidson and Bowman didn’t see eye to eye on every hockey 
decision. It’ll be interesting whether we see some divergence from 
Bowman as Davidson settles into the role. That might also factor into 
Davidson giving Colliton some more time. Davidson has had a lot to 
process in the past week and could use some time to find his footing. 

4. The only concern the Blackhawks might have with being too patient 
with any hockey decisions is their lack of a first-round pick in the 2022 
draft. It’s somewhat of a disaster if they don’t make the playoffs, which 
seems pretty likely as of today, and don’t have that pick. It’s a major 
disaster if a lottery ball puts that selection in the 3-6 range and the 
Columbus Blues Jackets possess that selection. It is top-two protected, 
so that would be the Blackhawks’ only hope if they end up one of the 
worst teams in the league. 

5. Saturday’s game was definitely Marc-André Fleury’s best since joining 
the Blackhawks. He made big save after big save all night and finished 
with 36 saves. 

His personal slow start and the team’s slump have definitely been 
weighing on him. 

“Very frustrating, embarrassing,” Fleury said of the past month. “Coming 
in, I wanted to help the team. I wanted to get some wins. We haven’t won 
yet. We had some hype with our team, with the new acquisitions this 
summer, and younger guys having a little more experience this season. 
We all expected more out of our team, and it’s been tough. It’s been 
tough to keep smiling, keep staying positive through it. But we’ll try our 
best with practicing trying to turn things around. We’ve got to get out of 
this hole, and soon.” 
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Eight thoughts as the Florida Panthers’ season-opening win streak ends 
at eight games 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

UPDATED OCTOBER 30, 2021 11:03 PM 

 

The winning streak has come to an end. 

The Florida Panthers dropped their first game of the season on Saturday, 
losing 3-2 in a shootout to the Boston Bruins. 

But given what has unfolded over the past week, the Panthers’ first loss 
— albeit one in which they still pick up a point — isn’t going to define 
their season. 

What happens as they move forward will. 

They’re playing under an interim coach after Joel Quenneville resigned 
Thursday over his role in the Chicago Blackhawks’ mishandling of Kyle 
Beach’s 2010 sexual assault allegation against then-Blackhawks video 
coach Brad Aldrich. Panthers players have had to deal with that off the 
ice in addition to keeping up their strong play on the ice as they try to 
cement their spot as Stanley Cup contenders. 

“I think we’re all still emotionally raw,” Andrew Brunette, who has been on 
the Panthers’ coaching staff since the 2019-2020 season and has been 
given the interim coach tag, said Friday. “It’s probably not going to go 
away very quick.” 

With the season-opening winning streak ending at eight games, here are 
eight thoughts on the Panthers’ on-ice production through the first month 
of the season. 

It’s hard to lose when you’re barely playing from behind. 

The Panthers have scored first in six of nine games and have trailed for a 
combined 14:12 of game action through these nine games. 

Exactly half of that time trailing came on opening night, when the 
Pittsburgh Penguins broke open a tied game with back-to-back goals in 
the third period to go up 4-2 before Aaron Ekblad tied the game with two 
goals of his own in a span of 1:38 and Carter Verhaeghe scored the 
game-winner in overtime. 

Other than that, they’ve been behind in three games. 

They trailed for one minute and 58 seconds against the Arizona Coyotes 
before scoring four consecutive goals to pull ahead for good in a 5-3 win. 

The other two games with deficits were both against the Bruins. 

On Wednesday, Mason Marchment tied the game with 5:44 left in the 
first period — just 3:39 after Boston opened scoring — and the Panthers 
added goals by Eetu Luostarinen, Anthony Duclair and Owen Tippett 
after that to win 4-1. 

And on Friday, after the Bruins’ Charlie Coyle scored on a wrist shot with 
42 seconds left in the first period, Duclair tied the game 47 seconds into 
the second period. After the teams exchanged third-period power-play 
goals — Aleksander Barkov for Florida, Charlie McAvoy for Boston — the 
game remained tied through the end of regulation and the five-minute 
overtime period before Boston won via a shootout. 

“Yes we lost,” Barkov said, “but we had a good game. We battled hard. A 
couple unfortunate bounces. ... We don’t think about streaks or anything. 
The most important is the whole game and how we played. Just need to 
fix the little things.” 

And they’re doing it against some of the NHL’s best. 

Four of their eight wins have come against teams who were among the 
top-10 betting-odd favorites in the preseason to win the Stanley Cup: The 
Pittsburgh Penguins (5-4 in overtime on Oct. 14), the Tampa Bay 

Lightning (4-1 on Oct. 19), the Colorado Avalanche (4-1 on Oct. 21) and 
the Bruins on Wednesday. 

The Panthers’ goaltender duo of Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight 
are dominating. 

After two rough initial seasons with the Panthers, Bobrovsky has gone 6-
0-0 in his first half-dozen starts. He has a .944 save percentage and a 
1.81 goals against average, both of which are the fourth-best among 
goalies who have faced at least 100 shots so far this season. 

Knight, the ballyhooed rookie, is 2-0-1 through three starts, the lone 
defeat coming in Saturday’s shootout defeat. He has stopped 79 of 85 
shots that have come his way for a .929 save percentage. 

As has been the case most years, the Panthers’ high-octane offense is 
among the best in the NHL. 

The Panthers have scored 36 goals through nine games and have tallied 
at least four goals in seven of nine games. Couple that with the strong 
goaltending and improving defense, and the Panthers have a plus-19 
scoring advantage that second only to the Carolina Hurricanes (31 goals 
for, 11 goals against). 

To single out one guy beyond the main names, Anthony Duclair is off to a 
hot start. 

Duclair leads the Panthers with six goals and has used his speed and his 
chemistry on the top line with Barkov and Verhaeghe to get off to a 
strong start to the season. It’s needed production from Duclair. He scored 
just 10 goals in his first season with the Panthers last year and didn’t find 
the back of the net until his 12th game in the 2020-2021 season. It’s a 
different story this year. 

But it’s not just one line or one player doing all the work. 

The Panthers have 14 players who have scored at least one goal, 10 
with multiple goals and six players with at least three goals through the 
first nine games. 

Outside of Duclair’s six scores, Barkov has five goals, Sam Bennett has 
four, and the trio of Jonathan Huberdeau, Verhaeghe and Ekblad each 
has three tallies. 

Nine goals, meanwhile, have been scored by players primarily on the 
Panthers’ bottom-two forward lines: Two apiece by Sam Reinhart, Anton 
Lundell and Luostarinen; one apiece for Marchment, Frank Vatrano and 
Joe Thornton. 

The power play is finally starting to heat up, too. 

After starting the season 0 for 9 on the power, the Panthers have since 
scored six goals on the man advantage, including at least one in five of 
the past seven games. 

The penalty kill, meanwhile, has been successful from the start. 

The Panthers have held opponents scoreless on 31 of their 36 attempts 
with an extra skater. The 86.1 percent efficiency ranks eighth in the NHL. 
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Aleksander Barkov scored in overtime and the Florida Panthers — 
playing a day after coach Joe Quenneville resigned amid a sex scandal 
— beat Detroit 3-2 on Friday to run their season-opening winning streak 
to eight. 

Quenneville, the second-winningest coach in NHL history, resigned 
Thursday, two days after being among those implicated for not 
responding swiftly to allegations by former Chicago player Kyle Beach of 
being sexually assaulted by then-Blackhawks assistant Brad Aldrich 
during the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Andrew Brunette, an assistant under Quenneville, directed the Panthers 
as interim coach. 

Barkov scored twice, Eetu Luostarinen had a goal and Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 28 saves to help the Panthers move within two of the NHL record 
for consecutive victories to start a season, set by Toronto in 1993-94 and 
matched by Buffalo in 2006-07. 

Sam Gagner and Pius Suter scored for Detroit, with Suter tying it with 
3:41 left in regulation with his first goal of the season. 

HURRICANES 6, BLACKHAWKS 3 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Antti Raanta made 23 saves and was a winner in 
his Carolina debut as the Hurricanes scored four goals in the first period 
and added to the best start in franchise history by beating winless 
Chicago. 

Tony DeAngelo, Jordan Staal, Derek Stepan, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov scored as Carolina scored four 
goals on 18 shots in the first period and improved to 7-0-0. DeAngelo and 
Vincent Trocheck each had two assists. 

Brandon Hagel, Adam Gaudette and Alex DeBrincat scored for the 
Blackhawks (0-6-2). Kevin Lankinen stopped 29 shots. 

NEW YORK (AP) — Chris Kreider scored two power-play goals, Igor 
Shesterkin stopped 31 shots for his third career shutout and first this 
season, and New York beat Columbus for its first home win of the 
season. 

Ryan Strome and Alexis Lafrenière also scored, and Adam Fox and 
Artemi Panarin each had three assists to help New York get its fifth win in 
six games. Shesterkin had 12 saves in the first period, seven in the 
second and 12 in the third to improve to 4-1-1 with a 1.81 goals-against 
average. 

Elvis Merzlikins made 33 saves for Columbus, which lost for the third 
time in five games and fell to 0-2-0 on the road. 

CAPITALS 2, COYOTES 0 

WASHINGTON (AP) — John Carlson scored a long-awaited power-play 
goal, Alex Ovechkin added an empty-netter and Washington handed 
Arizona its eighth consecutive loss to start the season. 

Carlson’s goal with 7:58 left in the third period was Washington’s third in 
25 opportunities on the power play dating to opening night. The Capitals 
came up empty on their first five power-play chances against Arizona 
before breaking through. 

Arizona's Karel Vejmelka finished with 30 saves, including a few notable 
stops at even strength to give Arizona a puncher’s chance at its first 
victory of the season. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, DUCKS 4, SO 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Nic Roy and Evgenii Dadonov scored in the 
shootout and Vegas beat Anaheim. 

The Golden Knights survived a scare after Anaheim erased a three-goal 
deficit in the second half of the third period to force overtime. It was 
Vegas’ third straight win. 

Reilly Smith, Nic Hague, Chandler Stephenson and William Carrier 
scored in regulation for the Golden Knights, who have won 18 of their 21 
all-time meetings against Anaheim. The 18 victories are the most the 
Golden Knights have against any opponent. 

Robin Lehner made 34 saves for Vegas and improved to 3-4-0 this 
season. 

Trevor Zegras, Troy Terry, Isac Lundestrom, and Adam Henrique scored 
for the Ducks. John Gibson stopped 38 shots. Zegras scored Anaheim’s 
only goal during the shootout. 

SENATORS 4, STARS 1 

DALLAS (AP) — Josh Norris score two goals in his U.S. NHL debut, and 
Ottawa snapped a three-game losing streak with a win over Dallas. 

Brady Tkachuk and Connor Brown also scored for Ottawa. Filip 
Gustavsson made 35 saves in his 12th NHL game. 

Joe Pavelski scored in the second period for Dallas. Braden Holtby had 
20 saves for the Stars. 
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Panthers see season-starting eight-game win streak snapped in shootout 
in Boston 

 

By KEN POWTAK 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

OCT 30, 2021 AT 10:15 PM 

 

Charlie Coyle had the only score in the shootout and the Boston Bruins 
beat Florida 3-2 Saturday night, ending the Panthers’ season-opening 
winning streak at eight games. 

The Panthers fell two wins short of the NHL record for consecutive 
victories to start a season, set by Toronto in 1993-94 and matched by 
Buffalo in 2006-07. 

Florida was playing the second of a back-to-back after beating Detroit in 
OT on Friday night. 

It was Florida’s second game since coach Joel Quenneville resigned 
amid a sex scandal when he was with the Chicago Blackhawks in 2010. 

Quenneville, the second-winningest coach in NHL history, resigned 
Thursday, two days after being among those implicated for not 
responding swiftly to allegations by former Chicago player Kyle Beach of 
being sexually assaulted by then-Blackhawks assistant Brad Aldrich 
during the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Andrew Brunette, an assistant under Quenneville, is the interim coach. 

“We played hard,” Brunette said. “Heck of an effort by the guys in a back-
to-back game, in a tough place to play.” 

Coyle also scored in regulation, and Linus Ullmark stopped 33 shots, and 
three tries in the shootout. 

Coyle cut around goalie Spencer Knight before tucking in a shot in the 
shootout. 

“It’s hard to talk about it,” Coyle said of his winner. “Sometimes you have 
something planned and sometimes you don’t. I’m just glad it went in.” 
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Aleksander Barkov pushed Florida in front with a power-play goal 7:49 
into third period, but Charlie McAvoy cut in from the point and slipped a 
wrist shot in from the bottom of the right circle for a power-play score, 
tying it with 6:25 left in regulation. 

“Tonight was an opportunity,” McAvoy said of his goal. “On that play, I 
was able to get moving down the wall.” 

Anthony Duclair also scored for the Panthers, his sixth of the season, 
and Knight made 31 saves in his third start. 

Knight -- playing back on familiar ice in Boston, the city where he played 
his college hockey -- also saw his personal unbeaten streak end. It was 
the first time in his seven career regular-season appearances that he 
didn’t get the win, meaning his victory streak ended two shy of matching 
the NHL record for consecutive goalie wins to start a career. 

“In was fun to play in an atmosphere like that,” said Knight, who grew up 
watching the Bruins in Darien, Connecticut. “Like seven, eight months 
ago, I was watching them on TV in my dorm room. I’ve been coming here 
since I was six years old.” 

Coyle beat Knight with a rising wrist shot from the left circle that slipped 
under the crossbar on the far side, making it 1-0 with 42 seconds left in 
the first. 

Duclair shifted around defenseman Derek Forbort before slipping a 
wrister by Ullmark from the slot 47 seconds onto the second. 

Knight dropped and made a pad stop on Tomas Nosek’s clean 
breakaway midway into the second. 

Florida’s eight-game winning streak to start the season tied the fourth-
longest in NHL history. The defeat also ended Florida’s 14-game regular 
season winning streak dating to last spring, a run that ended tied for 
sixth-best in league history and three shy of Pittsburgh’s record of 17 in a 
row from March 9-April 10, 1993. 

REMEMBERING JIMMY HAYES 

The Bruins and Panthers honored former player Jimmy Hayes by 
wearing special warmup jerseys with “Haysey” and “Broadway,” his two 
nicknames. 

The 31-year-old Hayes, a Boston native, died suddenly on Aug. 23. He 
played for both organizations. There was also a moment of silence 
followed by a video tribute, with highlights from his days with both teams. 
The fans followed with a loud ovation. 
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Not Nine: Boston Bruins 3, Florida Panthers 2 (SO) 

 

Published 7 hours ago on October 30, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers long winning streak came to an end Saturday night 
as they lost 3-2 in a shootout to the host Boston Bruins. 

The Panthers end October with 17 of a possible 18 points by picking one 
up on Saturday. 

The Panthers’ were trying to win on consecutive nights. On Friday, they 
won in Detroit before going to extras with the Bruins. 

Prior to 2021, the Panthers had never won more than their first two 
games in a season. 

The Panthers started off 3-0 in January before suffering their first loss. 

Florida ended this October 8-0-1. 

The best start in franchise history came in 1996 when the defending 
Eastern Conference champions went 8-0 with four ties — giving them 20 
points in the standings. This team is already at 17 points through nine 
games. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

Sasha Barkov, the overtime hero of Friday night, gave the Panthers their 
first lead of the night Saturday, scoring on a power play one-timer from 
the right circle with 12:11 remaining to break a 1-1 tie. 

Charlie McAvoy tied it for the Bruins on a power play goal with 6:25 
remaining after Carter Verhaeghe took his second penalty of the period. 

McAvoy then got the only goal of the shootout. 

Spencer Knight, the former Boston College standout, looked right at 
home (as he should have) at the Garden as he made 31 saves to start 
his NHL career 6-0-1 after winning his first four starts last season. 

Boston got the scoring going late in the first period with Charlie Coyle 
whipping a wrist shot past Knight with 41.9 seconds remaining. 

Florida quickly tied things up — in game time, anyway. 

After trailing going into the second period, Anthony Duclair had another 
highlight-quality goal against the Bruins. 

Duclair, who went airborne to beat Linus Ullmark (33 saves) on 
Wednesday night, stayed on his skates here, beating the Bruins’ goalie 
with a pretty shot as he slid through the slot and went top shelf 47 
seconds into the period. 

That was Duclair’s sixth goal in his first nine games this season — 
reminiscent of his start with Ottawa two years ago when he scored 20 
before the All-Star break. 

The Panthers had a scary moment early in the second when Aaron 
Ekblad blocked a shot and was in obvious pain as he stayed on the ice to 
finish his shift deep in the zone before slowly making it back to the 
bench. 

Ekblad missed at least one shift, but was back on the ice to finish the 
period. 

— A moment of silence was held before the game for Jimmy Hayes, who 
died in August at the age of 31. 

Hayes, who was traded from the Panthers to his hometown Bruins in 
2015, was honored with a fun video which featured clips of his time both 
with Boston and the Panthers. 

The two teams wore special warmup jerseys with his nickname and No. 
12 on the back. Those are being auctioned off to benefit charity. 
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The Florida Panthers will try and continue their hot start on Saturday 
night as they will face the Boston Bruins for the second time in four days. 

It has been an eventful four days for the Panthers, that’s for sure. 

On Wednesday night, the Panthers got a 4-1 win against the Bruins for 
their seventh consecutive win to start the season. 

Friday, Florida won its eighth in Detroit. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

Saturday will be Florida’s first set of back-to-backs and it comes against 
a Boston squad that could be a little feisty after being outscored 7-1 in 
back-to-back losses to the Panthers and Carolina. 

The Panthers are expected to go with rookie Spencer Knight as he 
returns to the Boston area where he spent the past two seasons playing 
for the BC Eagles. 

This will also be only the second time this season the Panthers come into 
a game the betting underdog. 

The last time that was the case, Knight and the Panthers won 4-1 at 
Tampa Bay. 

— Andrew Brunette said that Joe Thornton was put on the IR but that 
Anton Lundell is day-to-day. 

With Sam Bennett banged up Friday night, he will miss tonight’s game 
and Zac Dalpe will play after being recalled from Charlotte. 

The Bruins and Panthers will jointly honor the memory of Jimmy Hayes 
with a moment of silence as both teams will wear special warm-up 
jerseys at their game Saturday night in Boston. 

The two teams meet in Sunrise on Wednesday night before playing again 
at the TD Garden over the weekend. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Hayes, who was traded from the Panthers to Bruins in 2015, was found 
dead in his Massachusetts home in August. 

Hayes was 31. 

The warm-up jerseys will feature one of Hayes’ nicknames — ‘HAYESY’ 
and ‘BROADWAY’ — on the back. 

Both teams will then make the jerseys available for auction through their 
foundations. 

The money raised from the sales of the jerseys will benefit a charity “to 
be determined by the Hayes family, Bruins and Panthers.” 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: Risers, fallers, fresh contenders, 
a new king and all that emerald green 

 

By Sara Civian 

Oct 30, 2021 

  

Welcome to the second installment of the NHL style power rankings! 

We debuted this series here on The Athletic after the Leafs and the 
Coyotes decided to relax their dress codes before the 2021-22 season. 
In the 10 days since those teams had strong showings in our first 

rankings, though, both have disappointed. All the Coyotes have given us 
is bland suits and “Entourage” circa 2006 — a far cry from last time, 
when desert style icon Ryan Dzingel ranked No. 4 — while the Leafs’ 
social media presence has disappeared almost entirely, perhaps due to 
their disappearance on the ice. At least they’re matching. 

Luckily, players on the 30 other teams have managed to step in and put 
together some spectacular looks. 

As we get deeper into the season, we’re able to take consistency into 
account, and that played a significant role in this batch of power rankings. 
The notable trends we’re spotting around the league right now: emerald 
green, large checkers, bold pants, turtlenecks and uhh … Mickey 
Mouse? 

Keith Yandle (Philadelphia Flyers / Instagram) 

Mitch Marner (@sayersc1972 / Twitter) 

Who have been our top performers? Will we see some spooky styles 
mixed in for Halloween? On to the rankings. 

Honorable mentions: Matt Dumba and Joe Pavelski rocking the three-
piece suits, Jared McCann in emerald green, Frederick Gaudreau in 
emerald green, Dougie Hamilton’s pumpkin socks, Victor Olofsson with a 
“Peaky Blinders”-era look (to be honest, I’m kind of already over this 
trend) and Victor Hedman being Victor Hedman. 

10. Sebastian Aho 

Previously: Unranked 

Sebastian Aho (Carolina Hurricanes / Twitter) 

From the chest up, you could tell Sebastian Aho was wearing a nice suit, 
but it was nothing to freak out about. Then the entire world as we know it 
changed for the better when the Canes posted a video exposing the 
entire look. 

STARTING THE WEEK IN STYLE PIC.TWITTER.COM/EEMOBK4X7B 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) OCTOBER 25, 2021 

Now this is how you put together an outfit. A bold color for the tie 
matched with the pants — but not the coat — can really do things for 
you. It’s the inverse of the also good strategy appearing at No. 3 on this 
list. 

Pour one out for all the great outfits we’ll only see the tops of. 

9. Patrik Laine 

Previously: 1 

Patrik Laine (Columbus Blue Jackets / Twitter) 

This is a long way down from the No. 1 spot, but it’s still cracking the 
rankings. I adore Patrik Laine’s suit jacket here. Maybe he’d rank higher 
if we could see what the pants look like. I’m loving the neon beanie 
consistency; I’m just left to wonder if he has a car to match this one, too. 

8. Andrei Svechnikov 

Previously: Unranked 

Andrei Svechnikov (Carolina Hurricanes / Twitter) 

The question has to be asked: Did Andrei Svechinkov steal this suit from 
older brother Evgeny, who appeared at No. 7 last week? 

Regardless, the look is fun, the hair is fun, and when you watch the video 
the team posted (from the Aho section), you see the sneakers are cool, 
too. I don’t think this is the most fashionable and/or timeless situation I’ve 
ever seen, and if we were going strictly on that, it probably wouldn’t crack 
the top 10 this week. But remember, risk-taking and fun weigh heavily in 
these rankings. So does meme-ability, and I have not stopped laughing 
at this tweet since I first saw it. 
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WHY DOES SVECHNIKOV LOOK LIKE HE WAS JUST CAST AS 
YOUNG ELLIOTTE FRIEDMAN IN A HNIC BIOPIC 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/CFTWMGX3BK 

— FINNIGAN'S GHOST (@SLEEPENBAKER) OCTOBER 25, 2021 

7. Jacob Markstrom 

Previously: Unranked 

Jacob Markstrom (Calgary Flames / Twitter) 

A strong, color-coordinated, pattern-diverse debut from Jacob 
Markstrom. If you match the colors exactly, you get to have a little fun 
with the patterns as a treat. 

We had Calgary reporter Hailey Salvian weigh in on Markstrom’s fit. 

“For some reason, I’m very into green right now,” Salvian said. “Is this a 
seasonal thing? I’m not sure. But my favourite part about this look is the 
jacket and tie are completely different patterns, but it still works.” 

Like I said. Emerald green: so hot right now. 

In other news, I had to make several phone calls to make sure this wasn’t 
David Backes. Is anyone else seeing the resemblance? 

6. Elvis Merzlikins 

Previously: 2 

Elvis Merzlikins (Columbus Blue Jackets / Twitter) 

Now that we’ve gotten a glimpse of Elvis Merzlikins’ wardrobe when he 
isn’t wearing a Joker suit, we can confidently say he has a strong sense 
of everyday style. Many NHL players are taking the turtleneck-jacket 
combo for a spin this fall, and I think Merzlikins pulled it off best. (Sorry, 
Nathan MacKinnon.) 

*ELVIS HAS ENTERED THE CHAT* PIC.TWITTER.COM/TENXLQJAG9 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) OCTOBER 
25, 2021 

THE MERZLIKINS ACED HALLOWEEN   

IG/MERZLY PIC.TWITTER.COM/P1YCCVDJBE 

— COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (@BLUEJACKETSNHL) OCTOBER 
27, 2021 

None of the looks were strong enough on their own to hold on to the No. 
2 spot, but I did take into consideration the effort put into that Halloween 
costume. I’ll be looking for a stronger statement after Halloween if 
Merzlikins wants to move back up. 

5. Tom Wilson 

Previously: Unranked 

Tom Wilson (Washington Capitals / Instagram) 

What I’m about to say is a joke, so don’t get mad: Tom Wilson has spent 
so much time watching games from the press box that he’s clearly 
learned how to dress for it. In all seriousness, Wilson has killed it right out 
of the gate this season and has sported several strong looks from the 
start. He isn’t the flashiest, but the variety and consistency he brings to 
the table — and the fit of his suits — land him at No. 5 this week. 

(Author’s note: My cat just walked over my keyboard and added a bunch 
of plus signs next to Wilson’s name. Is she trying to tell me he needs to 
be higher in the rankings? She would know; she is constantly wearing a 
tuxedo. Discuss.) 

4. K’Andre Miller 

Previously: Unranked 

K’Andre Miller (New York Rangers / Twitter) 

You know your style is legit when the New York Rangers are tweeting 
your daily fit checks. 

DAILY K'ANDRE FIT CHECK   

YOU'RE WELCOME. PIC.TWITTER.COM/30CRSNQABQ 

— NEW YORK RANGERS (@NYRANGERS) OCTOBER 25, 2021 

K’Andre Miller almost made last week’s rankings, but there were several 
strong season-style debuts, and I wanted to see what else he had up his 
sleeve. Where others have fallen off a bit, Miller’s kept it up with quality 
and quantity. That will take you from unranked to No. 4. 

3. Mathieu Joseph 

Previously: Unranked 

Mathieu Joseph (Tampa Bay Lightning / Instagram) 

Remember what we said about last week’s winner: a great way to make 
your look pop without doing anything crazy is to choose a bold color and 
make it the centerpiece. Mathieu Joseph nailed it with the jacket 
providing a pop of color contrasted with the rest of the black pieces of the 
fit. I don’t always love hats, but I love it in this instance for the contrast it 
provides. 

2. Yanni Gourde 

Previously: Unranked 

Yanni Gourde (NHL / Instagram) 

Debuting at No. 2 is not something we take lightly here at The Athletic 
NHL style power rankings™, but Yanni Gourde was perfect this week. 
Nothing says “Just in case you forgot, yes, I am a member of the Seattle 
Kraken now” like a teal three-piece suit and a darker blue tie with 
fisherman stripes. I’m obsessed with this color gradient and how it looks 
in the Kraken’s nautical hallway. And as always, Gourde’s hair looks 
fantastic. 

1. David Pastrnak 

Previously: 9 

It was only a matter of time until David Pastrnak became No. 1 on this 
list, and it took only the second round of fits to jump from ninth to first. 
He’s brought the heat and brought the range this week. He’s not afraid to 
try a variety of looks, he rarely misses, and he doesn’t force anything. I 
love when he really goes for it during the playoffs, but I also love his 
more understated regular-season attire. He keeps it unique while 
managing to keep it classy, and it never seems ridiculous. 

Hats off — or should we say hats on — to Pasta. 

LOOKING FLY.   #ONTHEROAD | @ENTERPRISE 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/F6ULSGPZ9V 

— BOSTON BRUINS (@NHLBRUINS) OCTOBER 19, 2021 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek: The Blackhawks scandal shows why the NHL 
needs new leadership 

 

By Eric Duhatschek 

Oct 30, 2021 

 

The NHL calendar flips to November following this weekend’s games and 
what an ugly first month it’s been. First and foremost, there’s the Chicago 
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Blackhawks scandal, with much of the top brass from their 2010 team 
implicated on some level for ignoring Kyle Beach’s allegations of a sexual 
assault by the team’s former video coach. 

Colin Wilson also addressed the theme of a lack of player protection this 
week, penning an essay for The Players’ Tribune, which outlined his 
addiction issues and urged the league to do more to help players such as 
himself, who were in personal freefall because of drug use. You’d think 
addiction would be front of mind at a time like this, but then you tune in to 
any NHL broadcast, and at every turn, you are given the opportunity to 
place a bet of some kind on a game. And those disclaimers — to play 
responsibly — sound dashed off, as an afterthought, and not delivered 
with any real conviction. It just seems like a new Pandora’s Box of 
problems, ready to be unleashed, all in the pursuit of new revenue 
streams to make up for the way the global pandemic damaged the 
business of hockey these past couple of seasons. 

Then there are the issues falling closer to the playing surface, with player 
after player entering COVID-19 protocols and injury after injury to players 
of every stature, from top-end guys such as Nikita Kucherov, Max 
Pacioretty and Drew Doughty to any number of depth players in the 
middle and bottom of their respective lineups. Jack Eichel is still in limbo 
in Buffalo awaiting a trade or permission to have the surgery that will start 
the process of getting him back to health and eventually back into an 
NHL lineup. 

As much as the NHL wanted things to get back to normal for 2021-22, it 
hasn’t happened in any way, shape or form. 

Chicago is searching for a new general manager less than a month into a 
season that originally promised so much hope. Florida is searching for a 
new coach, after Joel Quenneville’s resignation and delicately scripted 
public apology. 

On Friday, following a face-to-face meeting with NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman, Winnipeg Jets’ general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff was not 
deemed culpable in the Beach investigation, with Bettman releasing a 
statement that said, in part: “While on some level, it would be easiest to 
paint everyone with any association to this terrible matter with the same 
broad brush, I believe that fundamental fairness requires a more in-depth 
analysis of the role of each person. Kevin Cheveldayoff was not a 
member of the Blackhawks senior leadership team in 2010, and I cannot, 
therefore, assign to him responsibility for the Club’s actions, or inactions. 
He provided a full account of his degree of involvement in the matter, 
which was limited exclusively to his attendance at a single meeting, and I 
found him to be extremely forthcoming and credible in our discussion.” 

Still, what’s clear as you sift through the laundry list of all the things that 
currently ail the NHL is an overall failure of leadership, at the league and 
the players’ association level, especially as it relates to the way Beach’s 
case was handled. 

Too often, the league is so narrowly focused on protecting its legal flank 
that it doesn’t naturally, effortlessly, do the right thing. It really shouldn’t 
be any more difficult than that, but it is, and sadly, it has been that way 
for some time. 

At this juncture, there are only two paths forward. 

One, which is the NHL’s usual default position, is to take the easy way 
out. That’s happening already, with the league and the players’ 
association issuing carefully worded mea culpas about what happened to 
Beach and promising to institute stricter measures to ensure something 
similar doesn’t happen again. Circulating memos to staff always ensures 
major changes in corporate culture, right? 

The second is to find new leaders. 

Sometimes, you reach a moment in time when you need a clean break 
from past administrations. 

This feels like that moment. 

After the NHL lost the entire 2004-05 season to a lockout, I wrote a 
column for The Globe and Mail that was headlined, “Fire Them Both.” In 

those days my column ran behind a paywall. I begged the editor in 
charge to accidentally leave the key symbolizing a paywalled story off of 
this one so everyone could read it. He did. The column essentially 
concluded that both Bettman and the then executive director of the 
NHLPA, Bob Goodenow, had failed at their jobs because they couldn’t 
negotiate a new collective bargaining agreement, unnecessarily costing 
owners, players and fans an entire season. I argued that such a 
monumental failure would cost any CEO in any business their jobs. It 
should be the same for these two. Goodenow was ousted shortly 
thereafter, but Bettman has continued to run the NHL, for better or worse, 
since then. 

Calling for change then made little difference. 

It probably won’t now either. 

Bettman’s hard line in those labor negotiations ushered in the NHL’s 
salary-cap era, and now, every transaction that happens in the league is 
filtered through a team’s payroll. You lose a key player, such as the 
Lightning did with Kucherov a year ago, and the most important person in 
your organization isn’t the general manager, but the accountant who 
devises the strategy that allows you to put a player on IR for the entire 
year, but have him ready to go come playoff time. 

Nowadays, hockey talk isn’t about the game on the ice nearly as much 
as it should be. Instead, it’s about maneuvering lineups and figuring out 
cap strategies and adding and subtracting players — not necessarily 
because they’ll help you win, but because the last three contracts didn’t 
work out and now you’ve painted yourself into a salary-cap corner. 

This past week has cast the game in a far harsher light. The focus now is 
on trying to create a safe work environment so that players, if targeted by 
predators, can trust the company they work for to do the right thing and 
remove the threat expeditiously. 

Beach’s revelations showed that clearly hasn’t been the case. Nor has he 
gotten much satisfaction from the players’ association, which has been 
run by Donald Fehr since 2010 and too often has been guilty of 
defending the game’s miscreants, whenever they behave badly on the 
ice, instead of siding with the victims in too many on-ice incidents to 
count. 

Bettman, meanwhile, has run the league since 1993. There’s no 
disputing he’s had his share of shining moments on the business side of 
the operation. The first expansion he oversaw — between 1998 and 
2000 — saw teams pay $80 million to enter the league. In 2017, the 
Vegas Golden Knights paid $500 million. Last year, they upped the ante 
again, for the Seattle Kraken, to $650 million. Lots of money in lots of 
ownership pockets, in other words. 

Of course, there was also that weird infatuation with Phoenix as a 
market, no matter how it struggled and what felt like a foot-dragging 
situation on the concussion file. And despite a massive public relations 
effort to convince people that “hockey is for everyone,” it clearly hasn’t 
become that. Not yet. 

So, in Bettman’s reign, some good and some bad. 

But it’s time to move on. 

Bettman has never said this to me, but I’ve long suspected he wanted his 
tenure to exceed 31 years at the helm because that’s how long Clarence 
Campbell was president of the league between 1946 and 1977. And as 
part of his legacy, Bettman wanted to stay on that long, or longer. 

Deep down, you know the league hopes this plays out the usual way and 
that by this time next month, the waters will have calmed slightly and that 
Beach’s story — and its fallout, which is likely going to reverberate for 
some time yet — will eventually retreat from the headlines. 

Life in the NHL will limp along for a while — and then maybe even catch 
some steam, as the focus shifts to play on the ice. 

I can’t imagine it’s been much fun for Bettman to run a league against the 
backdrop of the pandemic these past 18 months. 
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But quietly, behind the scenes, the NHL’s executive committee — which 
consists of the 10 most powerful owners in the game; and basically, sets 
policy for the league — needs to start planning for a regime change. 

Because at some point, just patching and plugging all the holes that have 
emerged in the league’s fabric, isn’t going to get it done anymore. 

It’s time for someone else, with a new vision, to plot the NHL’s next 
course. 

Sooner would be better than later. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Kyle Beach is no bust — he's a blessing 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 30, 2021, 10:00 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. We stand with Kyle Beach. 

1. Inside a buzzing United Center Wednesday night, as rowdy folks in 
KANE and TOEWS sweaters filled the seats, I sat down underneath the 
Chicago Blackhawks 2010 championship banner, flipped open my laptop, 
and clicked play on the Kyle Beach interview. 

Courageous and selfless, what Beach told Rick Westhead over those 26 
minutes stirred this furious knot of anger and pride, sympathy and 
disgust, sadness and admiration. 

I’ve seen a guy hobble around in the D-zone with a broken leg and keep 
blocking shots. I’ve seen another guy play through a playoff series with a 
broken rib and separated shoulder. And another skate half a series on a 
torn ACL. 

But I’ve never seen a hockey player do anything as brave as what the left 
winger for the TecArt BlackDragons did this week. 

Sometime between learning that Joel Quenneville was, indeed, stepping 
behind the bench in Florida and hearing the Blackhawks make a Native 
American land acknowledgement over the loudspeaker — but say 
nothing of Beach to their own fans — I lost interest in the game. 

Supposedly, hockey hates late hits. But damn if we’re not always five 
steamboats behind. 

On gay rights. On weeding out racism. On hiring women. On concussion 
prevention. On sex crime. 

On doing the right thing right away. 

“Everyone just feels terrible for him and hopes he can get some solace at 
the end of this,” Taylor Hall said. “Every culture needs to keep getting 
better, and hockey is no different. 

“Hockey’s a game with a bit of an old boys club, and there’s definitely 
some secrecy and things that need to change — and hopefully they can. 

“There needs to be change.” 

Us reporters do, too. 

What we'd helped build as a "big game" felt insignificant. 

It would be nearly impossible to hear Beach’s words — drenched in pain 
and hope — and think you couldn’t do better. Be better. 

Consider what we might not know. 

Colleague Gord Stellick flipped back at all the draft classes from 1993 
through 2018. He discovered that Beach was the highest-drafted player 
(11th overall in 2008) among all those 26 years to never play a single 
NHL game. 

To have his dream stolen and buried and flooded over by an army of 
Zambonis. 

Not John Doe’s dream. Kyle Beach’s dream. 

Kyle Beach isn’t a bust. 

The system is busted. 

Kyle Beach teaches us we need to think a little kinder before we act. 
Before we pass the buck or pass judgment. Before we write. 

“It’s crazy to me that one man couldn’t stand up and say, ‘No way. We 
have to get this straightened out right away,’ ” John Tortorella said on 
ESPN. 

“If it’s your kid, would you act this way?” 

I’m gonna start with saying thank you to Kyle Beach. What he has done 
is courage on the highest level. We all need to be better in supporting 
each other. I had a really emotional talk with kyle today. I can’t say how 
much I appreciate you for what you have done last few days. 

— Robin Lehner (@RobinLehner) October 29, 2021 

2. There’s no doubt Morgan Rielly — who inked an eight-year, $60-
million extension Friday — could’ve fetched a higher AAV elsewhere, and 
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ commitment to their No. 1 D-man should be 
seen as a further endorsement of the core. 

If you want to argue that Rielly’s skating might fall off in the back half of 
his extension, you’d have a point. If you think Dubas could reasonably 
replace everything Rielly brings to the group in next summer’s free agent 
market for $7.5 million, you’re delusional. 

Kyle Dubas’s Maple Leafs are pot committed to three more cracks at the 
Cup: 2022, 2023 and 2024. Maybe Auston Matthews signs an extension 
of his own beyond that. Maybe not. 

With blue-chip prospects scarce and so many draft picks already spent, 
Rielly’s minutes would be extremely difficult to replace via trade or 
internally. 

And yet Rielly’s 50 per cent raise, albeit team-friendly, already summons 
questions about how the GM fills out the rest of the roster. 

Phil Kessel’s $1.2 million of dead money slips off the books, Jason 
Spezza will always re-sign for the league minimum, and the cap ceiling is 
expected to rise to $82.5 million. 

But Toronto has already committed $75.3 million to 15 players for 2022-
23. 

That leaves roughly $7.2 million to fill in the blanks and give raises to 
some RFAs (Rasmus Sandin, Pierre Engvall, Ondrej Kase, Timothy 
Liljegren). 

The biggest question and top priority: How much does No. 1 goalie and 
pending UFA Jack Campbell (currently a bargain at $1.65 million) 
command? 

These decisions could wait until summer, but whether it’s trading a 
veteran D-man (Jake Muzzin, T.J. Brodie, Justin Holl) or mid-tier forward 
(Alexander Kerfoot), the Rielly signing almost certainly demands more 
roster movement is on deck. 

Officially official #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/IfM3Fzjd09 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 29, 2021 

3. Sheldon Keefe’s healthy-scratching of Justin Holl — a defenceman the 
Leafs went out of their way to protect in the expansion draft — is a 
message sent. 
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Yes, Holl missed one game due to illness, but until Saturday, his spot in 
Toronto’s top four had been solid under Keefe. 

“Justin Holl has not played near his level that we’ve come to expect,” 
Keefe said Friday. “He’s not the only one.” 

Holl doesn’t have a point. He’s minus-7. Partner Jake Muzzin is minus-8. 
The coach is tired of seeing his go-to shutdown pair getting caved in. 

Eager to see how Toronto’s rejigged D setup fares against a middle-of-
the-pack Detroit Red Wings offence that is without a dangerous weapon 
in Tyler Bertuzzi and should be tired after Friday’s OT loss to the Florida 
Panthers: 

Rielly–Dermott 

Muzzin–Brodie 

Sandin–Liljegren 

4. As his Red Wings return to Canada for the first time after losing 6-1 in 
Montreal, I’d be curious to know how Detroit general manager Steve 
Yzerman feels about leaving his leading scorer, Bertuzzi, on the other 
side of the border. 

Despite some trade interest, Yzerman signed the power forward to a two-
year, $9.5-million contract that takes him to UFA. Detroit is 4-1-2 when 
playing in the States, where Bertuzzi has put up six goals and nine points 
in seven games. 

Albeit a long shot, it’s not out of the realm of possibility that the Wings 
could eventually face a Canadian team in the post-season. Three teams 
in the Atlantic play north of the border. 

"I'm vaccinated, and my family is vaccinated. I'll leave it at that." Yzerman 
told reporters, once Bertuzzi made his choice. 

5. Forbes dropped its list of the highest-paid NHL players. 

Connor McDavid rightfully ranks No. 1, earning an estimated $16.4 
million over the last 12 months. In addition to his league-high salary, the 
MVP raked $4 million in off-ice income from endorsements, 
appearances, memorabilia and licensing deals. 

Matthews had nabbed the No. 1 spot from McDavid in 2020. He comes in 
second place with $12.2 million this year. 

These figures are no joke, of course, but the total income of the league’s 
stars has dropped 27 per cent since 2019. Combined, the NHL’s 10 
highest-paid players will collect $117 million, down six per cent from last 
year. That number pales next to the elite of the MLB ($357 million), NFL 
($418 million) and NBA ($714 million). 

The pandemic and the increased escrow that came with it plays a major 
factor. 

In order, Erik Karlsson, Carey Price, Mitchell Marner, Artemi Panarin, 
Tyler Seguin, Sidney Crosby, Nikita Kucherov and Sergei Bobrovsky 
round out the top 10 earners. 

6. Sometimes talk is nothing more than that. 

But how William Nylander has conducted himself on the ice, off the ice, 
and in front of reporters this season shows a tangible step in growth. 

Massive OT goal Wednesday by the Maple Leafs' most consistent player 
in this rocky early going. 

I’m buying into this narrative as Nylander the leader. 

7. A Jack Eichel trade to the Vegas Golden Knights would make a ton of 
sense. 

The Buffalo Sabres are off to a fine start without their former captain, and 
the Knights — forever in win-now mode — have stumbled out of the gate. 
Sending Eichel to the Pacific would mean only seeing him for two 
revenge games per season. 

Vegas’s lack of centre depth was a serious factor in their conference 
championship losses to Dallas (2020) and Montreal (2021), and running 
out William Karlsson, Chandler Stephenson, Nicolas Roy and Jake 
Leschyshyn isn’t getting it done. 

Stephenson (nine points in eight games) is fine value, but Eichel would 
give Vegas a true game-breaker and an upgrade from Karlsson (three 
points, minus-3 rating) at the top of the lineup. 

The timing here is fascinating: With Beijing just over three months away, 
could Eichel recover from his preferred surgery in the nick of time? 

8. Crazy/concerning “it’s early but…” stat: Among the top-10 Canadian 
goaltenders in 2021-22 save percentage, none of them are on the team’s 
long list for Olympic selection. 

With the Winter Games fewer than 100 days away, there’s a chance 
Canada won’t be able to bring the country’s hottest goalie. Cam Talbot, 
Tristan Jarry, Mike Smith and Tristan Jarry are all off to fine starts... but 
are not on the list. 

Here’s a look at where the six goalies on Team Canada’s Olympic long 
list stand. 

Carey Price: He’s the incumbent, the favourite (if available), and the most 
recent Canadian netminder to backstop his club to the Cup Final. He’s 
also in the NHL/NHLPA Player Assistance Program with no timeline, 
understandably, to return. 

Darcy Kuemper: An inconsistent 3-3 start with his new club in a pressure-
packed contract year. But Kuemper is quietly an above-average goalie 
(.916) with a decade of NHL experience. He helped a somewhat 
underdog Team Canada win a gold medal at the 2021 worlds. 

Jordan Binnington: Stood on his head leading the 2019 Blues to a 
championship. Since then, his save percentage has hovered around 
league average, he hasn’t won a playoff game, and his record (including 
post-season) shows just as many losses as wins: 52-37-15. On the bright 
side, Binnington is passionate and off to a fine start with St. Louis. 

Marc-Andre Fleury: Three-time Cup champ. Reigning Vezina champ. 
Long history with Team Canada as two-time world junior silver medallist 
and a backup option in Vancouver 2010’s golden run. Will be 37 when 
the puck drops on Beijing. The poor guy has been thrown to the wolves 
on a bad Chicago team and is off to a troublesome 0-4 start with a .839 
save percentage. 

Carter Hart: His 2020-21 campaign (9-11-5, 3.67, .877) was nothing short 
of a disaster, and the Flyers’ eagerness to give up Grade-A chances 
didn’t help. But Hart has rebounded nicely in the early going here, 
posting a winning record (4-2-1) and a .915 save percentage. 

MacKenzie Blackwood: A fine young goalie, but one with only 105 NHL 
games played. No playoff experience. His career save percentage (.911) 
is about average, but he’s never played behind a contending team. 

9. Jack Campbell worked on a few new technical aspects to his game 
with goalie coach Steve Briere over the summer, but he won’t reveal 
what those are. 

Maybe it’s the poke-check, seeing as how the Leafs netminder has 
already busted out the old-school manoeuvre three times in seven 
appearances. 

“It’s a full kamikaze move,” applauds Marner. “That's a hell of a move as 
a goalie.” 

Campbell successfully busted it out on the Rangers’ Dryden Hunt and, 
most recently, Chicago’s MacKenzie Entwistle, who is not a NHLer I just 
made up. He also tried it on Ottawa’s Drake Batherson and missed; the 
puck deflected off Campbell’s pad, then in the net off Batherson’s foot. 
But the goal was called back an offside challenge. 

“Guys are good in this league, so you gotta be unpredictable a little bit. 
I’d never really done that one before,” Campbell explained of the 
Entwistle stop. 
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“I’ve seen (Marc-Andre) Fleury do it a couple times. And I just thought the 
angle he was taking that it was the right move, and it worked out. 

“It's just competing and not thinking. You're just battling — and that's 
when, I think, everybody's at their best.” 

10. I saw a theory out there that the reason Joel Quenneville and Stan 
Bowman weren't fired but rather resigned is because a firing would result 
in full payment of their contracts, whereas a forced resignation would 
entail a loss of salary (Quenneville had more than $15 million left on his 
deal.) 

That's not necessarily true. 

A private settlement could be reached upon resignation, and the public 
may may never know the percentage of future salary those men 
received. 

Were their contracts terminated with cause, or without cause? 

"Settlements happen all the time in separation cases, so this isn’t a one-
off," a source says. 

11. Quote of the Week. 

“Pretty boy” Marner, flashing a crooked smile, when he realized he 
needed a trip to the dentist: 

“The mouth just went numb on me. I didn’t know how bad it was. I was 
kinda going off on my knees, and I saw one of the Carolina fans. And he 
just gave me a disgusted look. I knew it wasn't good…. I’m definitely 
gonna try to fix it up a little better, look a little more presentable. Little bit 
of a hockey face.” 

12. When the Hockey Hall of Fame removes Kyle Beach’s alleged 
abuser’s name from the Stanley Cup, it won’t be an unprecedented bit of 
historical correction. 

Championship teams submit a list to the engraver. And in 1984, then-
Edmonton Oilers owner Peter Pocklington sneaked the name of his 
father, Basil, onto the best trophy in sports. 

The problem: Basil Pocklington was not officially affiliated with the club, 
and the addition slipped through the NHL’s proofreaders. Once the error 
was caught, the engraver was instructed to X-out Basil’s name like a bad 
tattoo removal. 

Peter protested that it was the engraver’s mix-up all along. 
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'They play kind of like playoffs': Leafs aim to spoil Detroit's block party - 
TSN.ca 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate on Saturday at Scotiabank 
Arena.  

With just over six minutes to go in the third period on Friday night, the 
Florida Panthers pressed for an insurance goal in Detroit. They had the 
Wings hemmed in their zone, but struggled to get the puck on net. Adam 
Erne and Robby Fabbri took turns diving in front of shots while goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic slammed the door when the puck did sneak through. 
The frantic 48-second sequence had the crowd inside Little Caesars 
Arena roaring.  

The Leafs' coaching staff showed players that video this morning as part 
of the pre-scout for tonight's game.  

"Just a really quick snapshot of the mindset that Detroit has in terms of 
how they're playing, with a ton of urgency, and competing at a high level 
early in the season," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "They're not going to 
make it easy." 

 

"They play hard," observed winger Ondrej Kase. "They play kind of like 
playoffs." 

 

    48 seconds of pure resilience. pic.twitter.com/Wkox54ieiz 

    — Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) October 30, 2021 

 

A few minutes after the block party, the Wings tied the game. They have 
now rallied from 2-0 deficits in consecutive games against Washington 
and Florida.  

 

"It's a very tight team," noted defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "They do 
everything to not let in goals. They're battling very hard for one another 
and we need to do the same tonight." 

The Wings finished 27th overall last season, but are off to a surprising 4-
2-2 start this year.  

"There is going to be no surprise for us," said Keefe. "We watched 
closely and they're full marks for the results they've had to date. They're 
in every game. They're carrying play in a lot of games. They're getting 
their share of scoring chances. They're a committed group that's playing 
hard." 

 

'They play kind of like playoffs': Leafs ready for Wings block party 

 

In Friday's game against the Panthers, the Red Wings blocked four shots 
in one sequence. The Maple Leafs were shown the sequence this 
morning to exemplify the type of mindset that Detroit is playing with this 
season. 

Toronto's leader in blocked shots, Justin Holl, will be a healthy scratch 
tonight as all three defence pairs get a new look. 

"Just try to keep the play in front of them," said Keefe when asked what 
he wants to see from his six-pack of defencemen. "That's a big piece. We 
just have far too many guys getting in behind us. This team is going to 
challenge us in that area. They come with a lot of speed with their 
forward group, a lot of pucks that are thrown in behind, and they'll look to 
chase them down. We'll be put to the test in that area tonight." 

With Holl out, T.J. Brodie moves to the shutdown pair opposite Jake 
Muzzin, Travis Dermott moves up to play with Morgan Rielly and Timothy 
Liljegren draws in on the third pair with Sandin. 

"Make some quicker decisions," said Sandin of the necessary 
adjustment, "moving the puck up quick." 

 

Holl played consistently in the top four for the last two years and was 
protected by the team in the Seattle expansion draft, but has stumbled 
out of the gate this season. Keefe considered demoting Holl to the third 
pair, but felt the 29-year-old would benefit from a break.   

"We just thought, let's shock the system here a little bit and get him some 
time," Keefe explained. "Whether it's a one-game thing or we stick with it, 
I haven't made any guarantees to Hollsy about whether he's going to go 
right back in our not. We'll watch and if this turns into a healthy 
competition on our back end that's good for everybody...We're expecting 
better from our group as a whole." 
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The Leafs are allowing 3.13 goals per game, which is tied for 20th overall 
entering Saturday's games. And while the defence group needs to be 
better, this is very much a team-wide issue. 

"Our forwards have got to help the cause," Keefe stressed. "When we 
look at a lot of the improvements we made last season defensively, our D 
for sure played a great role, but our forwards contributed greatly. Any 
team that defends well does it in groups of five." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Holl scratched as Keefe shakes up D; Mrazek starts 
Saturday 

 

The Maple Leafs' blue line saw a shakeup at Friday's practice with all 
three defensive lines sporting a new look. Justin Holl is the odd man out 
for Saturday's game against the Red Wings and will be a healthy scratch. 
Mark Masters has more. 

 

Detroit will be without leading scorer Tyler Bertuzzi, who is unvaccinated, 
so the Leafs will be zeroing in on Lucas Raymond. 

 

"A ton of skill," observed Keefe. "A ton of confidence. A guy I saw down 
in Traverse City [at the rookie tournament]. Off to a great start. 
Dangerous scorer. Great skill-set. They got some really good young 
forwards that can skate and make plays and score and he's, certainly, at 
the top of the list."  

 

The 19-year-old Swede leads all rookies with eight points this season. In 
the lead-up to the 2020 draft, Raymond said he modelled his game, in 
part, after Toronto's Mitch Marner.  

 

"Absolutely, they have some similarities on the ice," said Sandin, who 
played with Raymond at the World Juniors. "They're both very skilled. 
They see the ice very well and they move very well out there. They read 
the game well and play very quick with their minds and the puck." 

 

Sandin sees similarities between pal Raymond and Marner 

Rasmus Sandin explains what stands out to him about fellow Swede and 
Red Wings forward Lucas Raymond, and discusses the similarities he 
sees between Raymond and Leafs teammate Mitch Marner. 

For the first time since he made his NHL debut on Oct. 2, 2019, Sandin 
will play in front of his father.  

"I just met him quick last night," Sandin said. "It's great to have family 
here and them being able to come over to Toronto again...They were 
going to come over [later in the 2019-20 season] and then COVID hit." 

Patric Sandin works in marketing and sales for Almtuna IS, a Swedish 
team playing in HockeyAllsvenskan. What's it like for him to watch his 
son?  

 

"He's probably more nervous than me," Rasmus said with a smile. "He's 
a big hockey guy. He stays up very late at night and watches pretty much 
every game. He's passionate about hockey so he's very excited to be 
here."  

 

Patric just swung through Pennsylvania where his other son, Linus 
Sandin, plays for Lehigh Valley Phantoms in the American Hockey 
League.  

 

    Hello Toronto . Härligt att vara här 

    — Patric Sandin (@psan1969) October 30, 2021 

 

Does Rasmus get any hockey advice from his father?  

 

"No," the 21-year-old said with a laugh. "I'm telling him to not give me 
advice. He doesn't know too much about hockey, I feel like. He should 
just be quiet...He's more of a fan."  

 

Sandin pumped to play in front of his dad again 

 

Rasmus Sandin's father hasn't been able to see him play live since his 
first NHL game due to the pandemic. But Sandin's dad will be in 
attendance tonight and the Leafs defenceman is very happy to see him 
again. 

 

--- 

 

The Leafs' power play has failed to convert on 17 straight chances over 
the last six games. However, the top unit appeared much more in sync 
during Wednesday's game in Chicago.  

 

"It's the most dangerous it's looked, consistently, with each of the power 
plays," said Keefe. "We had good looks on each of them. There's still 
things we can do a lot better with our execution and all that, but the first 
day for that look was a positive one." 

 

Ahead of the game in Chicago, the team moved Marner from the bumper 
back to the right half wall, William Nylander shifted to the middle and 
Auston Matthews flipped to the left flank.  

 

"It gets the puck in Mitch's hands a lot more," noted Keefe. "It also gets 
Auston on the other side of the ice, which is another change. So, getting 
those guys moving downhill towards the net encourages more activity 
around the crease. We have to find ways, within that, to make sure we're 
utilizing John [Tavares] and Will as well." 

 

Leafs Ice Chips: Holl scratched as Keefe shakes up D; Mrazek starts 
Saturday 

 

The Maple Leafs' blue line saw a shakeup at Friday's practice with all 
three defensive lines sporting a new look. Justin Holl is the odd man out 
for Saturday's game against the Red Wings and will be a healthy scratch. 
Mark Masters has more. 

 

--- 

 

Petr Mrazek gets the start tonight. The 29-year-old has been out since 
sustaining a groin injury on Oct. 14 in Ottawa.   
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"It was tough for him, the first game he got hurt, so he can't wait to play," 
Kase said.   

 

The injury has prevented Mrazek from making a big impact on the ice so 
far, but the veteran goalie is helping make his Czech mates, Kase and 
David Kampf, feel comfortable off the ice. 

 

"He's a very funny guy," said Kase. "He makes really good jokes in the 
locker room, especially for us Czech guys. He's the oldest guy [among 
the three Czechs] and he takes care of us. If I need something, I'm 
looking for a car or dinner or something, [he helps]. He was in the show a 
long time. We know all the Czech guys in the show, because we don't 
have too many guys here so we all know each other." 

 

There have been 26 players from the Czech Republic, who have suited 
up in the NHL so far this season.  

 

--- 

 

Projected Leafs lines for tonight's game:  

 

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner 

Engvall - Kampf - Kase  

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

 

Rielly - Dermott  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Sandin - Liljegren 

 

Mrazek starts  

Campbell 
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