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Seth Jarvis records an assist and the Canes remain unbeaten with a win over the Coyotes 

By Chip Alexander 

For a long time Sunday, there were as many groans as 
cheers at PNC Arena as the Carolina Hurricanes hosted the 
Arizona Coyotes. 

The undefeated Hurricanes were struggling to crack the 
winless Coyotes. The offensive chances were there, but not 
the goals. Nothing was going in the net. 

That changed. 

Brett Pesce’s power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation was 
the winner as the Canes won 2-1 to push their record to 8-0. 
Pesce‘s big shot from the point made a winner of goalie 
Frederik Andersen, who allowed an early goal but nothing 
else in earning his seventh win of the season with 22 saves. 

Martin Necas had Canes fans roaring late in the second 
period, scoring on an outside bomb of a shot that grazed the 
Coyotes’ Christian Fischer. It was Necas’ first goal of the 
season and tied the score 1-1 with 3:03 left in the period as 
the Canes finally solved rookie goalie Karel Vejmelka, who 
once played with Necas in the Czech Republic. 

Pesce’s goal, his first, came after Coyotes defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun cross-checked Andrei Svechnikov into the 
boards behind the Arizona net with 2:44 left in regulation. 
Necas and rookie Seth Jarvis assisted on the winning goal, 
Jarvis picking up his first NHL point in what had to be a 
memorable NHL debut. 

“The biggest thing for us was sticking with our game plan 
and not getting frustrated,” Pesce said to the media. “Just 
doing it right over and over and continuing to wear them 
down minute by minute. 

“I thought it was a gutsy win for us. Our team right now, 
we’re oozing confidence.” 

Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, likely will 
play more games with forward Nino Niederreiter sidelined 
with a lower-body injury. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Niederreiter, injured Friday against Chicago, would be out a 
few weeks. 

“It was a tough game,” Brind’Amour said. “They played really 
hard. We said going into the game we were going to have to 
grind. They played hard, which was clearly evident from the 
start. 

“We stuck with it. I was proud of our group. It easily could 
have been a very frustrating game, with so many close 
(shots) and not connecting. But they just kept playing and got 
the two points.” 

Brind’Amour said he had wanted Jarvis to “get his feet wet.” 
The Winnipeg native appeared to handle the moment well, 
getting 10 minutes of ice time and nearly scoring in the 
second period as Vejmelka scrambled about the crease. 

“He doesn’t looked like a rookie to me,” Brind’Amour said. 
“First game, no nerves at all. Great game for him, especially 
for his first one.” 

Andersen, who won the Canes’ first six games of the season, 
was back in the net Sunday for his 400th career game in the 
Halloween matinee. He allowed a goal to Fischer, who 
skated out of the corner with the puck and scored at 5:44 of 
the first, but that was that. His best save might have been in 
the third, when Antoine Roussel had a shorthanded 
breakaway. 

The Canes were first in the NHL in goals scored per game 
and allowing the fewet. The Coyotes (0-8-1) were last in both 
categories, and last in penalty killing. 

Would it be a repeat of the Canes’ 6-3 beating of the winless 
Blackhawks? No, it would not. The Canes were playing their 
third game in four days and the Coyotes ready to compete. 

For the first 37 minutes, the Canes couldn’t score at even 
strength. They couldn’t score on the power play. 

“Come on, Canes, figure it out!” one fan screamed, 
frustrated. 

Necas did. After Vincent Trocheck won a faceoff in the 
offensive zone, Tony DeAngelo passed to Necas, who 
unloaded. That came, Necas said, after he kidded Vejmelka 
during a break and told him, “You’ve got to let me score 
one.” 

Vejmelka did his part to keep it 1-0. A big goalie at 6-3 and 
224 pounds, he moved quickly to rob Svechnikov on a 
power-play shot at the post and denied Jordan Staal in tight. 
In the second, Teuvo Teravainen chipped the puck into the 
offensive zone and got off a shot that Vejmelka got a pad 
on., the puck skidding inches outside the post. 

Necas and then Pesce got the puck past Vejmelka, but 
Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov both had their seven-game 
point streaks end. 

Jarvis, with his family at PNC Arena to see his debut, made 
the obligatory solo skate before the team’s pregame 
warmup. His first shift in the NHL came on a line with Derek 
Stepan and Steven Lorentz. 
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DGB weekend rankings: Hurricanes are new No. 1, Canadiens enter bottom five, and 
closing out an ugly week 

By Sean McIndoe 

You’d be forgiven for feeling like we just lived through one of 
the worst weeks in NHL history. 

We didn’t — there have been far worse, starting with several 
in May and June of 2010 that we’re only now beginning to 
truly understand. We didn’t know about that situation while it 
was happening, or for a decade after. It’s hard not to wonder 
what else we don’t know about. 

But you could argue that last week was actually a good one, 
as an old boy’s club that lives in perpetual fear of ever 
acknowledging that something could be wrong actually 
offered some accountability for a few of their own. Many of 
us assumed the Blackhawks would bury the report; they 
didn’t, to their credit, and now we know much more about the 
many ways that the hockey world failed Kyle Beach. Those 
details were hard to stomach, but that’s the point. Nobody 
gets to handwave this one away (or pretend that it could 
never happen with your favorite team). Instead, we need to 
call it what it was and continues to be: A near-total failure of 
leadership at every level. 

So, now what? What do you do now if you’re a fan? Is it OK 
to just want to have some fun watching — or reading about 
— a hockey game right now? Mark Lazerus wrestled with 
that question from a Chicago perspective. It’s not an easy 
one. We can’t ever forget what happened to Kyle Beach, and 
how many in the hockey world abandoned him, and there’s 
no option to just move on. We know what we know. This is 
the new normal. Do you even care what’s happening on the 
ice right now? 

I’m not sure. I’m guessing that a lot of fans would like to get 
back to feeling like this league is fun, and might be looking 
for something a little more light-hearted, if only as a 
distraction. That sort of stuff is a big part of my role around 
here, and we’ll get back to something along those lines 
tomorrow. 

But for today, at least, I hope you’ll forgive me if I’m not really 
in the mood for punchlines or wacky takes. 

On to the rankings. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts. 

Sidney Crosby is back in the lineup, and while the early 
returns were not great, it means we might finally start getting 
some clarity on what the Penguins are going to be. 

If you’re keeping track, the team I said would have the widest 
range of possible outcomes this year just closed out October 

by holding down first place and dead last in the Metro within 
an 11-day span. 

5. St. Louis Blues (6-1-0, +14 true goals differential*) — The 
five-spot was a very tough call this week, with three Western 
teams in the mix. I’m not sure what to do with the Pacific; I 
had the Oilers here last week and they didn’t really do 
anything to lose the spot, but the emergence of the Flames 
and a win streak from the Knights means that the division 
looks like a tougher slog than it did even a few days ago. The 
Central is no slouch, and the Blues did lose to the Avalanche 
this week. But they had shutout wins in their other two, and I 
don’t mind churning the top five just a bit in the early going 
when we’re still not sure what’s real. St. Louis has the 
California trip this week, so let’s see if they can bank four or 
five points and make this pick look good. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (4-3-1, -1) — If you missed it, check 
out Dom’s piece on why four top contenders off to slow starts 
shouldn’t be panicking quite yet. Two of those four teams are 
still hanging around our top five list, including the Lightning, 
who started the week with a bad loss to the Sabres but 
recovered to post back-to-back 5-1 wins. The Caps will be a 
good challenge tonight. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (4-4-0, -4) — Here’s our other “don’t 
panic” team, and I think we know the drill by now. I rank the 
Avs higher than the standings say I should, fans of various 
teams with better records get mad about it, others patiently 
try to explain the whole “this is a long-term view” concept, 
rinse and repeat. I’ve dropped them from the top spot they 
held in the first two weeks, and there’s certainly some room 
for concern after a sluggish start. But if you don’t still have 
them among your top five most like Cup winners, I’m not 
sure what to tell you. 

Wins over the Blues and Wild were reassuring, and now they 
enter a stretch of schedule that served up eight straight 
against teams they should be able to beat. We’ll either find 
out that the early concerns are valid, or shake our heads that 
anyone was worried. 

2. Florida Panthers (8-0-1, +17) — I’m not really sure how 
you factor Joel Quenneville’s exit into their season-long 
outlook. Quenneville, whatever else we now know about him, 
was a very good hockey coach, at least when it came to 
putting wins on the board. We’re not sure whether the same 
is true of Andrew Brunette, or even how long he’ll hold the 
job. Maybe we should be fading the Panthers until we know 
for sure. Still, 8-0-1 is 8-0-1, so they’ve earned a top spot. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (8-0-0, +21) — Last week, I wondered 
how good the Panthers could be if Sergei Bobrovsky was 
actually good this year instead of merely good enough. 
That’s a fair question for Carolina too, after an offseason 
goalie carousel that left us all scratching our heads. Freddie 
Andersen has been phenomenal so far, and while any goalie 
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can get hot and it’s too early to draw firm conclusions, we 
have to at least consider that the Canes knew what they 
were doing here. If Andersen stays anywhere close to this 
level for the long-term — including the playoffs, mutters 
every Leaf fan bitterly — then I’m not sure who beats these 
guys. 

By the way, we get a big early-season showdown with 
Hurricanes/Panthers on Saturday. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Calgary Flames — I’ll admit I did not see this 
coming. After an 0-2 start, the Flames have reeled off six 
straight wins to climb into the top spot in the West with 13 
points (but still trailing the Blues and Oilers in points 
percentage). Those last two wins have both been Jacob 
Markstrom shutouts, a 45-save performance against 
Pittsburgh and an easier 20-save version against the Flyers. 

That leaves the Flames with just 15 goals against through 
eight games, suggesting that they’re playing some serious 
Darryl Sutter hockey. (It also may have made the Flames this 
year’s team that doesn’t give up goals but whose fans get 
very upset if you suggest their style is boring.) Are they for 
real? The underlying numbers are strong, so even though 
Markstrom won’t be unbeatable forever and they’re unlikely 
to shoot north of 10% all season long, this doesn’t feel like a 
mirage. Sutter may not be a new school guy, but he’s had 
some success in this league, and he’s got the Flames 
playing his way. The special teams have been good. And it 
always helps to have a player make a leap, and Andrew 
Mangiapane may be doing exactly that. 

That doesn’t make them a top-five Cup contender, at least 
not yet. But they also don’t seem to be the team that a lot of 
us thought they’d be — pretty much the same as last year, 
but missing Mark Giordano and content to hang around the 
playoff race in a weak Pacific and not much more. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

I’m not sure we can do too much with the Curse of 
November First this year. That’s the stat uncovered by 
Elliotte Friedman back in 2013, which revealed that teams 
that are four or more points out of a playoff spot on 
November 1 almost never make the postseason. We’ve seen 
a few exceptions since then, and of course we didn’t even 
have any standings to check at this time last year. With a 
later start date and lots of discrepancies in games played, 
there’s probably not much value here this year. 

That said, I know some of you are wondering, so here’s 
where we’re at. The teams that are facing the curse this year 
are the Coyotes, the Blackhawks, and the Canadiens. That’s 
it. That’s the whole list. 

Can any of them make the playoffs? The Coyotes can’t. The 
Hawks and Canadiens still have slim chances, according to 
Dom’s model, although it’s a very long road back. 
(Remember, Montreal has played more games than any 
other team in the East.) Best guess is that this will be a quiet 

year for curse-watchers, and one that ends without any 
teams making the comeback. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (3-5-1, -3) — Let’s start with this: 

Not great. But the Canucks still feel a little tricky to forecast. 
They’ve lost those three straight in regulation, but all three 
have been by one goal. With the Elias Pettersson line not 
scoring yet, you figure those game-changing goals will come 
soon. Maybe the bigger concern is that they were supposed 
to be in a division with an easy enough path to a playoff spot, 
and that may not be the case if the Alberta teams can keep 
this up. It’s barely November, but the margin for error is 
disappearing quickly in Vancouver. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (3-4-3, -3) — They appear to have 
dodged a major bullet yesterday when Trevor Zegras went 
down on an ugly hit from behind by Cedric Paquette. It 
looked bad at the time, but the youngster returned later in the 
game. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, congratulations to 
Ryan Getzlaf on passing Teemu Selanne to become the 
franchise’s all-time leading scorer. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (2-8-0, -15) — We kept them out as 
long as we could, but there’s really no denying the utter 
mess that is unfolding in Montreal. And it’s hard to see where 
any optimism comes from for a turnaround unless you’re 
counting on a Carey Price return at some point in the near 
future. Some of the young guys should improve as the year 
goes on, but if you’re a Montreal fan then this is basically 
your team. And your team isn’t very good. They lose a lot, 
and to make matters worse, they don’t even slink away with 
loser points when they’re doing it. 

As Arpon says, this all has the potential to be heading 
somewhere ugly. Maybe it’s already there. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (0-7-2, -20) — They played some 
games this week and nobody cared. 

Next up in this story: Today we should find out if Donald Fehr 
will be pushed out by the NHLPA. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (0-8-1, -25) — We’ve been beating up 
the Coyotes this year, and at oh-for-nine on the season I’m 
not really sure how you couldn’t. But let’s be charitable and 
acknowledge that they gave our top-ranked team a good 
game in yesterday’s loss in Carolina. You can’t say they 
deserved a better fate — they were outshot 39 to 23 — but 
they kept it close and at least looked like they belonged on 
the same ice. 

And since we’re doing optimism, what the hell, why not… 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — Yesterday’s loss to the Kings 
makes this feel like less of a slam dunk, but it’s been three 
weeks now and the Sabres are still playing everyone tough. 
Is it the sort of fake start that a few of us quasi-predicted? 
Maybe, but with so many other teams spinning their wheels, I 
feel like we can give Sabres fans a week off from the bottom 
five for the first time since early last season. 

Of course, this is all happening under the cloud of the Jack 
Eichel watch. There were some rumblings this week that 
something may be close with the Golden Knights. (For what 
it’s worth, Jess Granger didn’t seem to think it was a 
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completely ridiculous idea. Hypothetically.) Other teams 
could be in play, including the Ducks. 

Is this the week? It’s the NHL, so it’s always wise to bet 
against a big move being made. But who knows, maybe we 

get a blockbuster to chew on. Stranger things have 
happened. Like the Sabres not being in the bottom five for 
once.

 

 

 

 

Pesce’s late PP goal lifts Hurricanes to 8th straight win 

Martin Necas and Brett Pesce scored to help Carolina rally 
past the Coyotes and stay perfect on the season 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For more than 35 minutes, the Hurricanes 
couldn’t solve unfamiliar goaltender Karel Vejmelka. Even 
when Carolina seemingly had an empty net at which to 
shoot, the puck seemed to find a way to stay out. 

It took a familiar face — and a lucky bounce — to finally 
solve the Arizona goalie. 

Martin Necas’ shot from the blue line hit Coyotes forward 
Christian Fisher and fluttered past Vejmelka — Necas’ 
countryman and former teammate in the Czech league — to 
tie the game late in the second period. 

“When they were cleaning the ice, I was telling him he’s gotta 
let me score one,” said Necas, whose goal was his first of 
the season. 

Necas then assisted on Brett Pesce’s winning goal on the 
power play with 2:27 left in the game to give the Hurricanes a 
2-1 win and keep them perfect on the season in front of 
14,343 in a Halloween matinee at PNC Arena. 

After Necas tied it with just over three minutes left in the 
second, Carolina ramped up the pressure, outshooting the 
winless Coyotes 12-3 in the third period. 

Vejmelka, making his seventh career start in his first NHL 
season, continued to make stops until the Hurricanes’ power 
play finally broke through in their fifth attempt against the 
NHL’s worst penalty kill. 

Seth Jarvis, playing his first career NHL game, worked the 
puck to Pesce in the middle from the right flank. Pesce then 
passed to Necas, who gave the puck right back to the 
Carolina defenseman for a one-timer that made it through 
two layers of screens and found the back of the net to put the 
Hurricanes ahead for the first time — and for good. 

“You gotta have it. It won the game tonight,” Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of his team having two effective power play 
units. “So many nights it comes down to special teams. The 
perfect example is tonight.” 

The goal also gave Jarvis his first career point in his debut. 
He played 3:32 on the power play and 10:01 total. 

“It’s nice to be trusted,” Jarvis said of getting the power play 
time. “Everybody’s trusted me to go out there and make a 
play happen, and we scored a big goal.” 

Brind’Amour also had to trust his team would continue to 
work on an afternoon in which nothing seemed to go its way 
for most of the first two periods. 

“The key was not giving up another one,” Brind’Amour said. 
“I thought as long as we were within one that we’d be in good 
shape. … There’s no panic, and I think that showed tonight.” 

The Hurricanes, playing for the third time in four days, got 
behind early. 

After Ethan Bear fanned on a clearing attempt, Arizona kept 
the puck in the Carolina zone and capitalized. Christian 
Fisher got a step on Jordan Martinook in the corner and 
drove to the net, sliding a shot past Frederik Andersen (22 
saves) to give the Coyotes a 1-0 lead 5:44 into the game. 

“We gave them the first one,” Brind’Amour said. “The puck 
was on our stick twice, really no pressure, and all of a 
sudden it turns into kind of a long shift and in the back of 
your net.” 

Despite the deficit — just the second time this season 
Carolina has trailed at the end of a period — the Hurricanes 
kept up the pressure. NaturalStatTrick.com had the scoring 
chances for the game at 20-8 for Carolina, and the ice was 
heavily tilted toward the Coyotes net while the Hurricanes 
tried to solve Vejmelka. 

“I think the biggest thing for us was just sticking with our 
game plan, not getting frustrated,” Pesce said. “(Vejmelka) 
did a heck of a job. Just doing it right over and over and 
continuing to wear them down minute by minute.” 

And once they did, it felt inevitable the Hurricanes would 
finish the job. 

“We’re oozing confidence, right?” Pesce said. “We believe 
that we could win every game we’re in. So I think that’s a big 
factor.” 
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Notes: Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho both saw their 
point streaks snapped at seven games. … Nine different 
Hurricanes had at least three shots on goal, including four 
each for Pesce and Necas. … Arizona’s Dmitrij Jaskin 
finished with eight hits and four blocked shots, including one 

in the Coyotes crease in the second period that would have 
been Jarvis’ first NHL goal. … Andersen improved to 7-0-0 
on the season had has a .956 save percentage and 1.29 
goals-against average.

 

 
 

Recap: Canes Win Dogfight Over Arizona, Extend Franchise History 

Franchise-best start now moves to 8-0-0 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Despite the NHL standings reflecting the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Arizona Coyotes at polar opposites 
entering Sunday's contest, the final result couldn't have been 
further of an indicator, as the Canes needed a late power 
play goal to take home a 2-1 win. 

The Feel of the Game 

Similar to Friday night's victory over Chicago, the Hurricanes 
fell behind early, allowing Arizona to score just 5:44 after the 
opening draw. Coyotes forward Christian Fischer took the 
puck from the corner to the glove-side of Frederik Andersen 
and worked his way toward the front of the net before 
sneaking it below him. 

After the visitors early lead, penalties took over the game, 
with seven minors coming in the span of 18:07 between the 
middle of the first and second periods. 

The Canes got chances on all of their power play 
opportunities, however, the storyline then became Arizona 
Coyotes netminder Karel Vejmelka, who made multiple 
timely stops to keep his club ahead. 

Just as it appeared that the Canes may go into the second 
intermission trailing by a score of 1-0, it was then finally 
when Martin Necas was able to get the proverbial monkey off 
of his back with his first goal of the season. A set play in the 
attacking end came to life after Vincent Trocheck won the 
faceoff, Jordan Martinook shuffled it back to the point and 
then Tony DeAngelo put it on a platter for Necas' drive. The 
puck changed directions off the body of Coyotes forward 
Christian Fischer, the first time the home side was able to get 
some "puck luck" in the contest. 

From that point on, the attack was all Carolina, as the 
Coyotes had just four shots in the 23:03 following Necas' 
goal. 

The Canes continued their surge before the surge, putting 
pressure on the road team and locking the puck deep down 
in their end. With just 2:44 to go, 'Yotes defender Jacob 
Chychrun took a cross-checking minor on Andrei 
Svechnikov, presenting a late-game power play chance for a 
high skill group that they would not pass up on. 

Just 17 seconds into the man advantage, the Canes worked 
the puck "around the horn", concluding with Brett Pesce 
being the faciliatator of a pitch-and-catch with both Seth 
Jarvis and Martin Necas before unloading a drive that got 
through to give his team the win. With both Jordan Staal and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi staked out front and in the slot area 
respectively, it was a useful and needed effort to take away 
the eyes of the Coyotes goaltender that had kept them in the 
game throughout. 

There was no response from Arizona in the final 2:27 despite 
the extra attacker and the Canes would take their 2-1 victory 
to advance to 8-0-0. 

Jarvis Day 

A cornerstone of the team's future, 2020 Canes first round 
draft selection made his much anticipated NHL debut 
Sunday, filling in in the absense of Nino Niederreiter, who left 
Friday's win with a lower-body injury. 

Pre-game Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour shared that 
Niederreiter "won't be back anytime soon" thus leaving the 
door open for the 19-year-old that had been on deck since 
making the team's opening night roster. 

Playing most of the contest aside Steven Lorentz and Derek 
Stepan, Jarvis was noticable, generating chances seemingly 
each time he touched the ice. In the first Lorentz was the 
beneficiary of a chance curated by the rookie and then again 
in the second the same duo connected for a shot that went 
off the post. 

In a day that included the NHL ritual of Jarvis taking a solo 
lap to begin warmups for his first game, perhaps the biggest 
moment for the new #24 was being trusted to be on the ice in 
a tied contest in the final minutes for the Canes power play 
chance. As mentioned above, the setup of Brett Pesce's 
blast earned him his first NHL point in the his first NHL game. 

Goblin' Up Pucks 

At this point a broken record, we must make reference to yet 
another strong afternoon by Frederik Andersen. Certainly 
he'd suggest that he would want his allowed goal back, the 
Dane then dialed it in for a performance that ended with him 
stopping 22 of 23 placed upon him. That now makes it five 
consecutive starts of allowing one goal or less for the team's 
new ace in net. 
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Quite the way to celebrate his 400th career NHL game. 

Monster In The Dot 

Captain Jordan Staal played an imperative role in today's 
win, emerging victorious in 13 of his 16 faceoff attempts. 
Importance exemplified by Vincent Trocheck's part in the 
Martin Necas goal, Staal also went 3/3 in special teams 
situations and 5/5 in the offensive end. 

The little things. 

They Said It: 

Martin Necas on the team's overall mood of the team at this 
moment: 

"When you're winning it's always good. It's just the beginning 
though. I think we had a pretty good camp with lots of 
skating, so our conditioning is pretty good. We know how to 
play and since then we just keep rolling our lines over and 
over in their zone. We play that stress game that's hard to 
play against and we just have to keep doing it." 

Seth Jarvis on having his family and billet parents in the 
stands for his first NHL game: 

"It was awesome. My brother's a huge support for me and 
having him, my parents and my billet parents here was 
awesome. I heard my parents got in a little late but they were 
able to enjoy the game." 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team's successful four-game home 
stand: 

 "It's not checking a box necessarily, but it feels good. Now 
we've got a couple days off. The guys can regroup mentally 
and physically, then we'll get back on the gas again. It's a 
nice way to end this segment [of the schedule] if you look at 
it that way. You have to win your home games, so this is 
good." 

 What's Next?: 

The team will have an off day tomorrow and return to 
practice Tuesday before heading to the Windy City with 
another meeting against the Chicago Blackhawks.
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Hurricanes stay undefeated, push Coyotes losing streak to nine 

Pesce's late power-play goal gives Carolina eighth straight 
victory to start season 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
season-opening winning streak to eight games with a 2-1 
victory against the Arizona Coyotes, whose losing streak to 
open the season stretched to nine, at PNC Arena on 
Sunday. 

Brett Pesce gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead with 2:27 
remaining in the third period with a one-timer from the point 
on the power play. Seth Jarvis, who was making his NHL 
debut, had the secondary assist on the play. 

"This one felt good, for sure," Pesce said. "Especially right 
now, we're oozing confidence. We believe we can win every 
game we're in. That's a big factor." 

Martin Necas had a goal and an assist, and Frederik 
Andersen made 22 saves for the Hurricanes. 

"We stuck with it. I was proud of our group," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "It could have easily been a 
frustrating game, to have so many close ones and not 
connect. But we just kept playing and we got the two points." 

Christian Fischer scored, and Karel Vejmelka made 37 saves 
for the Coyotes (0-8-1). 

"They deserve more. They really earned the right to get a 
point tonight at least. It's too bad," Arizona coach Andre 
Tourigny said. "They fight hard, they work as hard as we can 
hope and dream, but right now, we have nothing to show for 
it. It's too bad." 

Fischer gave Arizona a 1-0 lead at 5:44 of the first period, 
gathering the loose puck in the corner before cutting across 
the crease and scoring five-hole on Andersen with his 
backhand. 

"A lot of our offense is down low," Fischer said. "Win a battle, 
I saw an opening, take it to the net. We're struggling to score 
right now. We know what we have to do. It's on us. We just 
have to find a way." 

Necas scored his first of the season to tie it 1-1 at 16:57 of 
the second period. He took a pass from Tony DeAngelo and 
beat Vejmelka with a one-timer that deflected in off Fischer. 

"I haven't scored my first seven games, but we are still 
winning," Necas said. "Get it back in my hands, I know I can 
score. But we need one little bounce and it starts rolling. 
Good to get that one." 

Jarvis nearly scored six seconds prior to Necas tying it. He 
got to a rebound in the crease after Vejmelka couldn't control 
Derek Stepan's initial shot, but his attempt toward the open 
net hit off the leg of Dmitrij Jaskin.  

"That play in the second period was so close," Jarvis said 
with a laugh. "It's nice that [Brind'Amour] has trust in me to 
go out there and make a play happen." 

Carolina outshot Arizona 39-23, including 12-3 in the third 
period. 

"[Vejmelka] kept us in it the whole game. A lot of credit goes 
to him," Fischer said. "Guys worked their butts off. It [stinks]. 
It's frustrating. You just try not to let it linger on." 

NOTES: The Coyotes were 0-for-3 on the power play and 
are 0-for-15 in their past six games (one shorthanded goal 
allowed). ... Jarvis, who was selected with the No. 13 pick in 
the 2020 NHL Draft, played 10:01. … Carolina 
forward Jordan Staal was 13-for-16 (81 percent) on face-offs. 
… Hurricanes forwards Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian 
Aho each had his season-opening point streak end at seven 
games. … Necas and Vejmelka were teammates with HC 
Kometa Brno in the Czech Extraliga from 2016-2018. 
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Aho discusses Hurricanes' Stanley Cup chances in sit-down with NHL.com 

Center unveils best Finland-born player to watch, favorite 
taste from home 

By Eric Marin 

NHL.com's Q&A feature called "Sitting Down With …" runs 
each Sunday. We talk to key figures in the game, gaining 
insight into their lives on and off the ice. 

This edition features Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian 
Aho:  

Sebastian Aho is one of the most important pieces to one of 
the best teams in the NHL. The center has opened the 
season with 10 points (five goals, five assists) in a seven-
game point streak, each a Hurricanes victory (7-0-0) heading 
into Sunday, when they host the Arizona Coyotes at PNC 
Arena (1 p.m. ET; BSSO, BSAZ, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The 24-year-old, in his sixth NHL season, all with the 
Hurricanes, scored 57 points (24 goals, 33 assists) in 56 
games last season and 11 points (six goals, five assists) in 
11 Stanley Cup Playoff games; Carolina lost to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in five games in the second round. 

The Finland-born forward has regularly played on a line this 
season with countrymen Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, who left the Montreal Canadiens to join the 
Hurricanes after the 21-year-old signed a one-year offer 
sheet on Aug. 28.   

NHL.com caught up with Aho recently to ask him about his 
path from Finland to the NHL, the touches of home in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, competing in the 2022 Beijing 
Olympics and reasons for hope for the Hurricanes, who have 
made the playoffs in each of the past three seasons but have 
not reached the Stanley Cup Final since they won the Cup in 
2006. 

What's the biggest reason to be hopeful for the season in 
Carolina?  

"I know we have a young core, but we've been through a lot 
as a group. Three playoff runs in three years. We just have 
to learn from those [experiences] and we have to remember 
how bad it feels when you lose a series. Then again, we've 
been winning against good teams and try to get confidence 
out of those ones. It's just that we have a very solid core and 
a few new additions. I think we have a good team."   

You were one of three players (along with Florida Panthers 
center Aleksander Barkov and Colorado Avalanche forward 
Mikko Rantanen) to be the first submitted to be part of the 
Finland men's hockey team at the 2022 Beijing Olympics. 
What would it mean to represent Finland at the Olympics?  

"You know, that's been probably my, outside of the NHL, my 
biggest dream as a hockey player. Obviously, it's not ideal, 
no friends or family to share it with (because of planned 
restrictions related to COVID-19). But it's still the Olympics. 
Putting a Finland jersey on would be awesome."   

Who's a current Finland-born NHL player you love to watch?  

"Going to go with Barkov probably. He's an all-around solid, 
two-way center."  

Why not Rantanen or Dallas Stars defenseman Miro 
Heiskanen?  

"Rantanen is very smart and just the way that they play as a 
line, Nathan MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog, it's quite 
impressive. Heiskanen, [it is] skating ability, and his hockey 
IQ. It's awesome to be buddies with them. We've played on 
plenty of the same teams and seeing them play in the NHL 
or even against them, it's pretty cool."   

Who's the next young Finland-born player you think will 
make a splash in the NHL?  

"Hopefully Kotkaniemi will take the next step. I'm sure he has 
all the tools, but you know how it is, sometimes it still takes 
some time. He's still young. But hopefully, he'll have a big 
year."   

Does Raleigh start to feel like a Finnish town in Carolina with 
all the Finland-born player? What do you make of all of them 
with the Hurricanes, not just on the team but in the system?  

"[It's been] me and Teravainen since Day One for me, and 
it's been great. Especially for the first year it was huge to 
have him there. You know he had a place, he had a car, he 
helped me. I had a ride for the rink. So it definitely helped. 
When you see a new Finn coming in you try to help them 
because I got help from Teravainen early in my career. I 
think it's fun usually, actually always.  
We get along, all the Finns. So definitely going to have a lot 
of dinners together and speak Finnish [away from] the rink. I 
think it's just pretty cool."   

What's a Finnish food you miss in Carolina?  

"I guess anything my mom cooks."  

What's the best dish?  

"It's like a salmon soup. That probably sounds weird to you 
guys but it's delicious when my mom's cooking it. Probably 
my favorite food."   

When did playing in the NHL become a goal for you? 

"I would say, whenever the national team started, like under-
16, around there, I would say first you see you play with the 
best players in Finland and you say, 'OK I'm really good once 
a year,' and then you play other countries and you can play 
at that level and you kind of start realizing, 'OK, there might 
be a chance.' But you still don't, like, think about it too much. 
Maybe when you're closer to, you know, like 17 and I made it 
on an 18 team one year younger, that was the time I realized 
I had a pretty good shot here to maybe make it to the NHL 
one day and that became from a dream to a goal, 'I want to 
make it there.' 

"One night, when I was 17, my first real year with the pro 
team I just realized I can play against men and got some 
confidence out of it. At a [World Junior Championship] 
tournament, you are literally seeing the best players in the 
world at your age. Just like, little step by step, you go next 
level and you say, 'I can play here.' You gain more 
confidence. I never stressed too much about it, like I had to 
make it, but for sure, probably 16 or 17 years old when it 
became a goal to make it."  
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Who in hockey were you nervous to meet for the first time? 

"[Pittsburgh Penguins center] Sidney Crosby, I met him at 
the [2019 NHL] All-Star Game [in San Jose]."   

What was that like?   

"He gave me a handshake and I was sitting next to him so 
we [had] a good talk. Once you get to know him, he's a great 
guy and I had a good time meeting great people that week." 

 

NHL Buzz: Niederreiter out for Hurricanes with lower-body injury 

Avalanche forward Rantanen day to day; Kraken forward 
McCann among those in COVID-19 protocol 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Nino Niederreiter is expected to be out a few weeks with a 
lower-body injury. 

"Yesterday they kind of told us it's not going to be anytime 
soon, so that's not good," coach Rod Brind'Amour said 
Sunday.  

The forward was injured in the third period of a 6-3 win 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Friday. He's scored 
three goals in seven games. 

"It's not an injury he can't come back from," Brind'Amour 
said. "It's probably going to be a few weeks." 

Seth Jarvis, a 19-year-old forward, replaced Niederreiter in a 
2-1 win against the Arizona Coyotes that extended the 
Hurricanes' season-opening winning streak to eight games. 
The No. 13 pick in the 2020 NHL Draft had one assist in 
10:01 in his NHL debut. 

"He really doesn't look like a rookie to me," Brind'Amour said. 
"He was great. No nerves at all." -- Jon Lane 

SEATTLE KRAKEN 

Forward Jared McCann and assistant coach Paul McFarland 
were placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol Sunday and were 
unavailable for a 3-1 loss to the New York Rangers at home. 

McCann leads the Kraken with seven points (three goals, 
four assists) in eight games. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE 

Mikko Rantanen is day to day with a lower-body injury that 
kept him out of a 4-1 win against the Minnesota Wild on 
Saturday. 

The forward was injured in a 3-1 loss to the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Tuesday, left practice early Thursday, and did not 
play in a 4-3 win against the St. Louis Blues that night. 

Rantanen has scored five points (three goals, two assists) in 
six games. 

Samuel Girard played 19:27 against the Wild after missing 
two games with an upper-body injury. The defenseman has 
two assists in six games this season. -- Rick Sadowski 

LOS ANGELES KINGS 

Forwards Viktor Arvidsson and Gabriel Vilardi were placed in 
NHL COVID-19 protocol. 

Arvidsson went through warmups before a 3-2 win against 
the Buffalo Sabres at home Sunday before he was 

scratched. Vilardi missed a 5-2 win against the Montreal 
Canadiens on Saturday. Coach Todd McLellan said he was 
a healthy scratch.  

Arvidsson, who was acquired in a trade with the Nashville 
Predators on July 1, has scored five points (two goals, three 
assists) in eight games. He scored the Kings' first goal 
against the Canadiens to help them end a six-game losing 
streak (0-5-1).  

Vilardi has one goal and is minus-5 in seven games. 

Rookie Arthur Kaliyev replaced Arvidsson on the top line with 
center Anze Kopitar and forward Dustin Brown, with forward 
Carl Grundstrom taking Kaliyev's spot on the third line. -- 
Dan Greenspan 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Marcus Pettersson and Chad Ruhwedel entered NHL 
COVID-19 protocol Sunday.  

The defensemen joined top-pair defenseman Kris Letang, 
who has missed four games since entering protocol Oct. 23.  

Pettersson has scored four points (one goal, three assists) in 
eight games. Ruhwedel does not have a point in eight 
games.  

Defenseman Pierre-Olivier Joseph was recalled from Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League and could 
make his season debut against the Philadelphia Flyers at 
home Thursday. 

Pettersson and Ruhwedel are the fifth and sixth Penguins to 
enter protocol this season. First-line left wing Jake Guentzel 
missed one game, a 6-2 win to open the regular season 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Oct 12, and forward 
Zach Aston-Reese did not play the first two games.  

Center Jeff Carter entered protocol Oct. 21, two days before 
Letang, and missed three games before returning in a 4-2 
loss to the New Jersey Devils on Saturday.  

The Penguins are also without forwards Evgeni Malkin and 
Bryan Rust. Malkin, Pittsburgh's second-line center, is 
expected to be out until at least December after having knee 
surgery June 4. Rust, normally the first-line right wing, is 
week to week with a lower-body injury. -- Wes Crosby 

SAN JOSE SHARKS 

Coach Bob Boughner and seven players are in COVID-19 
protocol and did not participate in a 2-1 overtime win against 
the Winnipeg Jets at home Saturday. 

Assistant John MacLean coached the Sharks for a game 
delayed 30 minutes. San Jose forwards Andrew Cogliano, 
Jonathan Dahlen and Matt Nieto, and defensemen Erik 
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Karlsson, Jake Middleton, Radim Simek and Marc-Edouard 
Vlasic were unavailable, as was forward and captain Logan 
Couture, who has a non-COVID illness. 

"That's what adversity does, right?" Sharks goalie James 
Reimer said after the game. "It forces you to depend on each 
other and bring out the best in each other." 

Forwards Nick Merkley, Jaycob Megna and John Leonard, 
and defensemen Nicolas Meloche and Ryan Merkley, were 
recalled from San Jose of the American Hockey League. 

"All San Jose Sharks and San Jose Barracuda players and 
staff are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and compliant 
with the NHL's COVID-19 testing and guidance protocols," 
the Sharks said in a statement. -- Chelena Goldman

 

 

 

Pesce’s late power-play goal keeps Hurricanes undefeated 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Defenseman Brett Pesce scored a 
power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation Sunday to keep 
the Carolina Hurricanes undefeated with a 2-1 victory over 
the winless Arizona Coyotes.  

The Hurricanes are the last standing unbeaten team in the 
NHL at 8-0-0, extending the best start to a season in 
franchise history. Carolina’s winning streak is also tied for the 
fourth-longest to begin a season in NHL history. 

“We’re going to have to grind,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It could have easily been a really 
frustrating game.” 

Martin Necas scored the Hurricanes’ other goal and set up 
Pesce’s game-winner. Frederik Andersen stopped 22 shots 
for his seventh win. 

“We’re oozing confidence. We believe that we can win every 
game we’re in,” Pesce said. “The biggest thing for us was 
just sticking to our game plan. I thought it was a gutsy win for 
us.” 

Pesce’s first goal of the season allowed him to become the 
14th different Carolina player with at least one goal. 

Rookie Karel Vejmelka made 37 saves for the Coyotes, who 
are 0-8-1. Christian Fischer had the team’s lone goal.  

“They deserve more,” Arizona coach Andre Tourigny said of 
his players. “They really earned the right to get a point at 
least.” 

It was the first game in NHL history between an undefeated 
team having played seven or more games against a winless 
team with at least seven games, according to NHL Stats. 

Necas scored five seconds after a faceoff on Carolina’s 26th 
shot of the game to pull even with 3:03 left in the second 
period. 

“Of course you want to get on the board,” Necas said. “But at 
the end of the day, I haven’t scored my first seven games, 
but we were still winning.” 

Fischer opened the scoring with a first-period goal for his 
second tally of the season. 

“I saw an opening, take it to the net,” Fischer said. “We’re 
struggling to score right now. We know what we have to do. 
It’s on us. We just have to find a way.” 

It was the third time in Carolina’s four-game homestand that 
the opponent scored first. 

“The key was not giving up another one,” Brind’Amour said. 
“If they had got that second one, those are the games that 
you’re getting a bunch of chances and that would have been 
tough to come back from.” 

While it’s Andersen’s first season with Carolina, Sunday was 
his 400th NHL game. He holds a 233-100-48 record. 

TAKE A LOOK 

The Hurricanes had their first lineup change — other than in 
goal —after using the same skaters for the first seven 
games. 

With right winger Nino Niederreiter out with a lower-body 
injury suffered Friday night, so 19-year-old Seth Jarvis made 
his NHL debut and assisted on Pesce’s goal. 

“No nerves at all. That’s what makes him special, he’s out 
there at the end on the power play,” Brind’Amour said. “Plays 
huge moments, making plays.” 

Jarvis, who was a first-round draft pick in 2020, is one of only 
two players with less than 100 career games to play for the 
Hurricanes so far this season. 

“I had a great time and tons of fun,” Jarvis said. 

FLIP THE CALENDAR  

In their last seven October games, the Coyotes faced four 
undefeated teams and another without a regulation loss. 

This was the second one-goal setback for Arizona, though 
Friday night’s 2-0 defeat at Washington included an empty-
net goal for the Capitals. 

“They fight hard. They work as hard as we can hope and 
dream,” Tourigny said. “But right now we have nothing to 
show for it. It’s too bad.” 

UP NEXT 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 1, 2021 

 

Coyotes: At Philadelphia on Tuesday for the fifth stop on a 
six-game road trip. 

Hurricanes: At Chicago on Wednesday to begin a three-
game road stretch.

 

 

 

Frederik Andersen’s early bounce back makes Hurricanes scary team 

By Adam Gretz  

The Carolina Hurricanes took a little bit of a gamble with their 
goaltending situation this offseason. 

They ended the 2020-21 season with the third best team 
save percentage in the NHL, had a Calder Trophy finalist in 
Alex Nedeljkovic and two solid veteran performances from 
James Reimer and Petr Mrazek. 

Their response this offseason was to completely overhaul 
the position. Mrazek and Reimer were let go in free agency 
while Nedelkjovic, a restricted free agent, was traded to the 
Detroit Red Wings for draft picks. They were replaced in free 
agency with veterans Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

A few years ago that would have been an elite goalie duo. 
But a lot can change in just a couple of years and Andersen 
and Raanta had their share of questions surrounding them 
coming into this season. Raanta’s past couple of years have 
been marred by injury, while Andersen’s play had 
significantly regressed in his final two years with Toronto. 
Their performance was going to determine whether or not 
the Hurricanes could main their status as a Stanley Cup 
contender, or if they might take a step backwards. 

So far, so good. 

Andersen was dominant again for the Hurricanes on Sunday 
in a 2-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes, stopping 22 of 23 
shots. 

That win helps the Hurricanes improve to a league-best 8-0-
0, making them the only team in the league to still have a 
perfect points percentage earning 16 out of a possible 16 
points. 

Andersen has been the starting goalie in seven of those 
games, and following Sunday’s win is sporting a .956 all 
situations save percentage (and .959 in even-strength 
situations). He has allowed more than one goal just two 
times so far and more than two goals just one time. You are 
going to win a lot of games with that level of goaltending. 

Now, he is definitely not going to maintain those numbers all 
season. No goalie is that good, and there is a regression to 
the mean lurking at some point in the future here. But the 
Hurricanes do not need him to be a .960 goalie all season. 
They just need him to continue having a bounce back 
season and be closer to what he was between 2016 and 
2019 as opposed to what he was the past two seasons. 

He does that, the Hurricanes are going to be a fierce team to 
contend with in the Eastern Conference because they have 
literally every other ingredient you want to see on a 
contending team. 

Their forward depth is strong with high-level players at the 
top. Sebastian Aho is a star and Andrei Svechnikov‘s 
breakout season seems to have arrived. They may have lost 
Dougie Hamilton on defense, but Ethan Bear has been an 
outstanding addition to that group to help make for it. 

Overall the team performance has been great on top of the 
dominant goaltending. They are a top-10 team across the 
board in pretty much every underlying possession metric 
(shot attempts, scoring chances, expected goals) and have a 
league best 20-7 goal differential during 5-on-5 play. 
Combine that with strong goaltending and you have a legit 
Stanley Cup contender.
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Canes persevere, pick up eighth straight win in suspenseful showdown  

The Carolina Hurricanes overcame the strong defensive 
performance of the Arizona Coyotes, winning 2-1 to keep 
their undefeated streak alive. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off Halloween with a 
suspense-filled match that saw them overcome the Arizona 
Coyotes with a late, third-period goal to win 2-1 at PNC 
Arena, Sunday afternoon. 

As we all know, patience is a virtue and nobody had to learn 
that more than the Canes.  

Despite outshooting the Coyotes and outchancing them by 
almost double, a stellar goaltending performance by 
Arizona’s rookie netminder, Karel Vejmelka, gave the 
Hurricanes more than a few reasons to get frustrated. 

And to top it all off, the Hurricanes had conceded the first 
goal of the game fairly early as well, after the Coyotes 
applied the pressure with some extended offensive zone 
time.  

Ethan Bear and Vincent Trocheck each failed to clear the 
puck from the zone and eventually Christian Fischer beat out 
two Hurricanes along the boards and drove straight to the 
net, stuffing the puck five-hole on Frederik Andersen. 

The first period saw Carolina as the better team in every 
aspect but the one that matters. Despite three power play 
opportunities, the Canes couldn’t find gold as the passes 
were connecting, but Vejmelka was denying all of the shots. 

The Coyotes continued to stall the Canes’ attacks through 
the second period, but, with frustrations mounting some relief 
was found.  

Off a set play from a faceoff win, Martin Necas loaded up 
and blasted the puck from the blueline where a lucky 
deflection off a Coyote’s player sent the puck past Vejmelka, 
top shelf. 

The goal gave the Hurricanes enough breathing room to 
loosen the grips on some of their sticks and the next period 
saw the Canes’ asserting even more dominance.  

The Coyotes were just trying to hang on in the third period 
against the Hurricanes’ onslaught as wave after wave of 
Carolina chances were coming, but they were all being 
turned aside by Vejmelka.  

However, patience paid off once again as Svechnikov, who 
the Coyotes had tried to goad into taking a retaliatory penalty 
all afternoon, instead drew a late infraction against Jakob 
Chychrun. 

And the Carolina power play only needed 17 seconds — on 
their fifth attempt at the man advantage — to seal the win. 

The second unit started the power play, won the faceoff and 
with a little passing to set up the lane, Brett Pesce blasted 
the puck through to give his team the lead. 

Seth Jarvis, who was playing in his first NHL game, picked 
up the secondary assist on the goal for his first NHL point. 

Carolina shut the door from there and Andersen continued 
his dominant start to the season, picking up the win in his 
400th career game with a 0.957 save percentage. 

The Hurricanes are now 8-0-0 and will head back onto the 
road as they look to build the streak to nine games in 
Chicago on Wednesday night at 8:30 p.m.
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They Said It: Jarvis, Necas, Pesce, Brind’Amour discuss eighth-straight win 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Arizona Coyotes 2-1 
at PNC Arena Sunday afternoon.  

By Ryan Henkel and Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Arizona Coyotes, 2-1, 
Sunday afternoon in a Halloween matinee at PNC Arena.  

After the win, Seth Jarvis, Brett Pesce, Martin Necas and 
Rod Brind’Amour spoke with the media. Here’s what they 
had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the overall game: It was a tough game. They played 
really hard. Everything we knew coming into this game we 
knew what it was going to be. It almost worked out exactly 
like we said it was going. Going into it, it was that we were 
going to have to grind and they played hard. That was clearly 
evident right from the start. We stuck with it. I was proud of 
our group, because it could have easily been a really 
frustrating game to have so many close ones and not 
connect. But they just kept playing and we got the two points.  

On how it felt like this could be a game where you do 
everything right and still lose: Exactly. Especially on the one 
where [Jarvis] had the empty net and it hits their guy. You’re 
like, ‘Okay…’ The key was not giving up another one. For 
me, so long as we were right there within one, that we’d be in 
good shape. If they had gotten that second one, then I think 
those are the games where you are getting a bunch of 
chances but it’d have been tough to come back from. We 
were able to play a really good 60 minute game, I thought. 
We gave them the first one because the puck was on our 
stick twice and really no pressure and then it turns into kind 
of a long shift and then into the back of your net. But I think 
aside from that, we were pretty solid. 

On the team’s composure: I think just trusting what we’re 
doing and these guys know that they are going to get 
opportunities so just sticking with what we’re trying to do. 
Composure is part of it. We have a nice mix. You can see 
there’s a little more veteran presence with this group. There’s 
no panic. I think that showed tonight. 

On Seth Jarvis: He doesn’t look much like a rookie to me. He 
was great. First game with no nerves at all. I think that’s what 
makes him special. He’s out there at the end, on the power 
play and in big, huge moments making plays. It was a great 
game for him, especially for a first one. 

On Andrei Svechnikov: He was hard and heavy all night. He 
was a handful. He can do so many things. Again, the 
compete on him is what makes him special amongst the 
other things that he does. Love it. 

On knowing when to get pucks to the net versus making the 
extra passes: Coaches do it all the time and I’m… I don’t 
know if it’s guilty or not, but you simplify. You get pucks to 
the net, but you also know that if you have time with the 
puck, the better play is making the extra pass so the guy 
gets a grade-A chance versus a non-grade-A pass. You’re 
trying to balance that aspect. I think all teams fight that. I 
think we’re doing a pretty good job with it right now. 

On having two competent power play units: You’ve got to 
have it. It won the game tonight. The penalty kill was great 
too. So many nights it comes down to special teams. A 
perfect example was tonight. I mean both teams were going 
hard at it and then we get the plus on the special teams side. 
It’s super important.  

On winning four games in seven days: It’s not checking a 
box necessarily, but you certainly feel good. We’ve got a 
couple of days off so guys can regroup mentally and 
physically and then you get back on the gas again. It’s a nice 
way to end this segment if you look at it that way. You’ve got 
to win your home games. It was good. 

Seth Jarvis 

On his rookie lap: Yeah. The first thing that went through my 
mind on the solo lap was don’t fall on the puck and don’t toe-
pick. After I got past that, I was just super excited. The fans 
were awesome, they were loud. It was everything I expected. 
I had a great time, tons of fun. 

On being trusted on the second power-play unit, being on the 
ice for the GWG, and almost scoring in the second period: 
It’s nice to be trusted. Roddy trusted me to go out there and 
make a play happen and score a big goal. That play in the 
second was… very close. 

On if he thought that Pesce’s goal went through clean: I think 
it went clean. Jordo had a great screen on there, so the 
goalie was pretty out of position. When Pesce hit it, the 
goalie was just sliding back. It might have hit off the goalie, 
but it was a great shot. 

On if there was a moment where it hit him that he was 
playing in the NHL: I think the first shift. The first shift I was 
like ‘holy crap, I’m in the NHL.’ After that, I calmed my 
emotions and it was just another hockey game. 

On getting hit hard by Jay Beagle: I realized I was playing 
with men again. It was definitely a wake-up moment, but it 
was something I needed. 

On having his family in the crowd: It was awesome. My 
brother is a huge supporter for me. So having him down here 
and having my parents was awesome. I heard my parents 
got in a little late, but they were able to enjoy the game. 
Having my brother here in the stands was awesome. 

On if he had a feeling he was going to get his debut after 
Niederreiter got injured: You never want to see a teammate 
get injured. Watching him go off the ice, you could tell that 
something was wrong. After the game, I kinda heard from 
other guys that it was going to be bad. In that moment, I was 
kind of starting to get mentally prepared to play, but Nino’s a 
great player for this team and we hope to have him back as 
soon as possible. 

On if he was given any advice before his first game: Yeah. 
Rod’s big thing was to just play the way I’ve been playing, 
not try to complicate things, and just play my game. From 
other guys, it was a bunch of different input, whether it’s 
having fun or making easy plays. Playing with [Stepan and 
Lorentz] made it a lot easier. Those are two defensively 
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trusting guys, so going out there, making plays, and chipping 
the puck in for those guys to go after it helped me a lot. 

On if Derek Stepan has been a huge help for him as he has 
gotten more comfortable: He’s been someone that, from the 
first day I started practicing with the team, I’ve been able to 
lean on. He’s a guy I can ask questions to and he’ll give me 
a straight-up response and he won’t sugar coat it. That’s 
what you need. On the bench, I can ask him any question I 
want and he’ll give me a good answer. 

Brett Pesce 

On if today was particularly fun for him offensively on the 
power play: Yeah, this one felt good. For sure. 

On how you handle a game like today where a goalie is 
playing so well: It’s pretty frustrating when you run into a 
goalie like that. Kudos to them, I thought they played a pretty 
good game. They blocked a ton of shots and they play hard. 
The biggest thing for us was sticking to our game plan. I 
thought we did a heck of a job doing it over and over and 
wearing them down minute by minute. I thought it was a 
gutsy win for us. 

On if the team knew they’d find a way to win after the 7-0 
start: Yeah, I think so. Our team, especially right now, we’re 
oozing confidence. We believe we can win every game we’re 
in, so that’s a big factor. 

On if it’s a relief making it through that four games in seven 
days stretch still undefeated: Not really, to be honest. It’s 
game eight, everyone’s fresh still. If you asked me in game 
40, I’d probably say yes, but everyone’s still feeling good. 

On Seth Jarvis: He’s awesome. From day one of camp, he 
stood out to me for sure. He’s not the biggest guy, but he’s 
not afraid to get into those corners and get feisty. He’s got 
tons of skill and you love seeing guys complete in those 
corners and win puck battles. 

Martin Necas 

On his relationship with former Czech teammate Karel 
Vejmelka: We don’t talk that much, but we’re friends. We 

were teammates for two or three years. It’s good to see him 
here. 

On him being the guy to break his shutout: I told him during a 
break that he needs to let me score one. He’s played really 
well. It’s great to see him there. They haven’t won much yet, 
but he’s been playing really well. Good for him and good for 
us to get that win. 

On if his early-season offensive struggles have been difficult: 
Of course, you want to get on the board. I haven’t scored in 
my first seven games, but we were still winning, so I love to 
see that. Finally, today, I got on the board, so it feels good. 

On if it’s hard to stay patient during a tough stretch: I just try 
to shoot a lot of pucks at practice to get it back in my head. I 
know I can score, but it just takes one little bounce and 
things start rolling. It’s good to get that one, now let’s keep 
going. 

On the Canes’ pace of play: It wasn’t bad. We tried to play 
fast, get pucks behind their D, work them down low. It’s 
pretty hard to play against that. We’re trying to keep doing 
that, lots of skating, just like that. 

On the differences of playing on the second power-play unit: 
You have to break the puck out and be good at that. And you 
have to get pucks to the net. We got a faceoff win there at 
the end and Pesce had a nice shot. I think we have two good 
units for the power play. We just have to score goals. 

On Jarvis: He’s really good. I liked him in camp. He’s a great 
skater and has great skill. Great kid in the locker room, too. 
I’m really happy for him to get on the board and he has many 
more to come. 

On the mood of the team after starting 8-0: It’s good. When 
you’re winning, it’s always good, but it’s just the beginning of 
the season. We had a good camp with lots of skating, so our 
conditioning is good. We know how to play. Since then, 
we’ve kept rolling our lines over and over. Play well in their 
zone and play our game that’s hard to play against. We just 
have to keep doing that.
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Hurricanes scrape past Coyotes for eighth straight win 

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes eked out a fittingly thrilling win on 
Halloween, overcoming an early 1-0 deficit to defeat a 
scrappy Arizona Coyotes squad 2-1 on Sunday, Oct. 31 in 
PNC Arena.  

With right wing Nino Niederreiter out due to injury, center 
Seth Jarvis, the Cane’s first round pick in 2020, made an 
immediate impact in his NHL debut. A critical power play in 
the third period saw Carolina score the go-ahead goal while 
Jarvis was on the ice. 

“In the first shift, I was like ‘holy crap, I’m in the NHL,’” Jarvis 
said. “But after that I calmed my emotions and it was just 
another hockey game.” 

The game-winning goal was the only power play goal of the 
game. Despite eight power plays between the two teams. 

With 2:44 left in the third period, Jakob Chychrun got called 
for cross-checking right wing Andrei Svechnikov, giving the 
Canes their fifth power play of the afternoon. Just 17 
seconds later, defender Brett Pesce sent a rocket towards 
the net that got past Coyotes goalkeeper Karel Vejmelka to 
give Carolina a 2-1 lead. 

The Canes only found themselves in a tie game late in 
regulation because the Coyotes came to Raleigh ready to 
play. Even though Arizona remains winless on the season, 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour knew that his squad would 
have to fight for every puck if they wanted to win. 

“It was obviously a tough game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“[Arizona] played really hard. Coming into this game, it 
almost worked out exactly how we said it was gonna. … 
We’re going to have to grind. They play hard, that was 
clearly evident from the start.” 

The Canes had plenty of chances to put themselves on the 
board in the first two periods, but a tenacious Arizona 
defense and a solid outing from Vejmelka kept Carolina in 
check for quite a while. Arizona blocked 23 shots and laid out 
28 hits throughout the game, and Vejmelka stepped up early 
and often when the Hurricanes created scoring chances. 

As fate would have it, center Martin Necas broke the seal on 
the Coyotes’ net in the second period. Necas and Vejmelka 
were teammates on HC Kometa Brno in the Czech Extraliga 
in the 2016-2017 season. 

“I was telling him during one break… that he's gonna let me 
let me score one,” Necas said. “He’s playing really good; it 
was great to see him there.” 

Although Svechnikov’s point streak came to an end, peaking 
at seven games, the Hurricanes remain in high spirits after 
sweeping a four-game homestand. 

“Especially our team, especially right now, we're oozing 
confidence,” Pesce said. “We believe that we can win every 
game we're in, so I think that's a big factor.” 

The Canes now hit the road for their second matchup this 
season against the Chicago Blackhawks. Puck drop is set for 
8:30 p.m. ET on Nov. 3.
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Poturalski’s hat trick treats Wolves to fifth straight win 

Captain Andrew Poturalski piled up three goals and two 
assists as the Chicago Wolves collected their fifth win in a 
row with a 6-3 triumph Sunday afternoon at Van Andel 
Arena. 

Poturalski, who registered his first professional hat trick, 
finished the game as the American Hockey League leader in 
points (14) and co-leader in assists (9) and power-play goals 
(3). 

Forward C.J. Smith matched Poturalski’s point total with one 
goal and four assists while Homer Glen native Joey Keane 
and defenseman Jalen Chatfield added goals for the Wolves 
(5-1-0-0), who maintained their lead in the AHL’s Central 
Division while improving to 4-0-0 on the road. 

For the sixth time in as many games, the Wolves drew first 
blood as Poturalski delivered his third goal of the young 
season at 17:45 of the first. Smith claimed the puck near the 
corner and fed Stefan Noesen at the right faceoff dot, then 
Noesen spun and found Poturalski wide open at the 
backdoor as he flicked the puck past rookie goaltender Victor 
Brattstrom. 

Keane produced his first goal in a Wolves uniform during 4-
on-4 action at 2:19 of the second period. The defenseman 
collected a pass at his own goal line, raced all the way down 
the right wing and whipped a tough-angle shot from the 
corner that eluded Brattstrom for a 2-0 lead. 

Grand Rapids (2-4-0-1) cut the Wolves’ margin in half on 
Jonatan Berggren’s goal at 7:50 of the second. Berggren 
rang a shot off the post, then the rebound banked off a 
Wolves player’s leg as three players crammed into the 
crease. 

Griffins forward Riley Barber knotted the game 2-2 with a 
power-play goal set up by a nifty Kyle Criscuolo pass at 
17:00 of the second. 

The Wolves regained the lead with 54 seconds left in the 
second period as Chatfield and Smith worked a give-and-go. 
Chatfield carried the puck nearly to the blue line, fed Smith 
on the left wing and then raced toward the crease to redirect 
Smith’s perfect return pass for a 3-2 edge. 

Chicago carried that momentum into the third period and 
boosted its lead to 4-2 at 3:00 as Smith stopped a Grand 
Rapids clearing attempt at the blue line and passed to 
Noesen. He found Poturalski along the left wing, then the 
Wolves captain steered a perfect backhand pass toward the 
crease and Smith used his one-handed reach to redirect the 
puck past Brattstrom. 

Poturalski added his second of the night as he teamed up 
with linemates Smith and Noesen for the third time in the 
game. Smith spun a pass below the goal line for Noesen, 
who spied Poturalski open in the high slot for a pull-and-drag 
at 7:12. 

The 27-year-old Poturalski wrapped up his first hat trick as a 
pro when he whistled a shot from the top right circle that 
caught a piece of Brattstrom, then trickled across the goal 
line for a power-play goal and a 6-3 lead at 11:48 of the third. 

Wolves goaltender Eetu Makiniemi (3-0-0) posted 24 saves 
to maintain his perfect start while Brattstrom (0-2-1) also 
stopped 24 shots. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena for seven home games 
in November, which starts with a visit from the Manitoba 
Moose at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6. Saturday is Hockey 
Night in Chicago as the Wolves play at home on all four 
Saturdays in November. To get the best ticket deals, contact 
a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255430011.html 

https://theathletic.com/2925453/2021/11/01/dgb-weekend-rankings-hurricanes-are-new-no-1-canadiens-enter-bottom-five-and-closing-out-an-ugly-
week/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/10/pesces-late-pp-goal-lifts-hurricanes-to-8th-straight-win/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-win-dogfight-over-arizona-extend-franchise-history/c-327440424 

https://www.nhl.com/news/arizona-coyotes-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-327148508 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-discusses-teams-stanley-cup-chances-and-more/c-327397112 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-october-31/c-327436208 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-coyotes-carolina-hurricanes-martin-necas-3c75ee6afcd3d75046bfa1d2c1dd4f73 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/10/31/frederik-andersens-early-bounce-back-makes-carolina-hurricanes-scary-team/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/31/22756176/carolina-hurricanes-persevere-pick-up-eighth-straight-win-in-suspenseful-showdown 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/10/31/22756174/they-said-it-seth-jarvis-martin-necas-brett-pesce-rod-brindamour-discuss-eighth-straight-win 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-scrape-past-coyotes-for-eighth-straight-win/article_5a127d36-3a8f-11ec-9edc-

273bb9d869af.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/10/31/poturalskis-hat-trick-treats-wolves-to-fifth-straight-win/ 
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Seth Jarvis records an assist and the Canes remain unbeaten with a win 
over the Coyotes 

 

Chip Alexander6-8 minutes  

 

For a long time Sunday, there were as many groans as cheers at PNC 
Arena as the Carolina Hurricanes hosted the Arizona Coyotes. 

The undefeated Hurricanes were struggling to crack the winless Coyotes. 
The offensive chances were there, but not the goals. Nothing was going 
in the net. 

That changed. 

Brett Pesce’s power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation was the winner 
as the Canes won 2-1 to push their record to 8-0. Pesce‘s big shot from 
the point made a winner of goalie Frederik Andersen, who allowed an 
early goal but nothing else in earning his seventh win of the season with 
22 saves. 

Martin Necas had Canes fans roaring late in the second period, scoring 
on an outside bomb of a shot that clipped the Coyotes’ Christian Fischer. 
It was Necas’ first goal of the season and tied the score 1-1 with 3:03 left 
in the period as the Canes finally solved rookie goalie Karel Vejmelka, 
who once played with Necas in the Czech Republic. 

Pesce’s goal, his first, came after Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun 
cross-checked Andrei Svechnikov into the boards behind the Arizona net 
with 2:44 left in regulation. Necas and rookie Seth Jarvis assisted on the 
winning goal, Jarvis picking up his first NHL point in what had to be a 
memorable NHL debut. 

“The biggest thing for us was sticking with our game plan and not getting 
frustrated,” Pesce said to the media. “Just doing it right over and over 
and continuing to wear them down minute by minute. 

“I thought it was a gutsy win for us. Our team right now, we’re oozing 
confidence.” 

Jarvis, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, likely will play more 
games with forward Nino Niederreiter sidelined with a lower-body injury. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Niederreiter, injured Friday against 
Chicago, would be out a few weeks. 

“It was a tough game,” Brind’Amour said. “They played really hard. We 
said going into the game we were going to have to grind. They played 
hard, which was clearly evident from the start. 

“We stuck with it. I was proud of our group. It easily could have been a 
very frustrating game, with so many close (shots) and not connecting. 
But they just kept playing and got the two points.” 

Brind’Amour said he had wanted Jarvis to “get his feet wet.” The 
Winnipeg native appeared to handle the moment well, getting 10 minutes 
of ice time and nearly scoring in the second period as Vejmelka 
scrambled about the crease. 

“He doesn’t looked like a rookie to me,” Brind’Amour said. “First game, 
no nerves at all. Great game for him, especially for his first one.” 

Andersen, who won the Canes’ first six games of the season, was back 
in the net Sunday for his 400th career game. He allowed a goal to 
Fischer, who skated out of the corner with the puck and scored at 5:44 of 
the first, but that was that. His best save might have been in the third, 
when Antoine Roussel had a shorthanded breakaway. 

The Canes were first in the NHL in goals scored per game and allowing 
the fewet. The Coyotes (0-8-1) were last in both categories, and last in 
penalty killing. 
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Would it be a repeat of the Canes’ 6-3 beating of the winless 
Blackhawks? No, it would not. The Canes were playing their third game 
in four days and the Coyotes ready to compete. 

For the first 37 minutes, the Canes couldn’t score at even strength. They 
couldn’t score on the power play. 

“Come on, Canes, figure it out!” one fan screamed, frustrated. 

Necas did. After Vincent Trocheck won a faceoff in the offensive zone, 
Tony DeAngelo passed to Necas, who unloaded. That came, Necas said, 
after he kidded Vejmelka during a break and told him, “You’ve got to let 
me score one.” 

Vejmelka did his part to keep it 1-0. A big goalie at 6-3 and 224 pounds, 
he moved quickly to rob Svechnikov on a power-play shot at the post and 
denied Jordan Staal in tight. In the second, Teuvo Teravainen chipped 
the puck into the offensive zone and got off a shot that Vejmelka got a 
pad on., the puck skidding inches outside the post. 

Jarvis, with his family at PNC Arena to see his debut, made the 
obligatory solo skate before the team’s pregame warmup. His first shift in 
the NHL came on a line with Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz. 

This story was originally published October 31, 2021 3:40 PM. 
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The 0-7-2 Chicago Blackhawks set a record for the worst start in 
franchise history after losing to the St. Louis Blues 1-0 

 

Warren Mayes4-5 minutes 10/30/2021 

 

ST. LOUIS — Torey Krug scored and Jordan Binnington made 25 saves 
in the St. Louis Blues’ 1-0 victory over the winless Chicago Blackhawks 
on Saturday night. 

The Blackhawks dropped to 0-7-2 to set a franchise record for the worst 
start to a season. They were winless through eight games in 1953-54, 
when they were 0-7-1, and 1999-00, when they were 0-4-4. 

The Blues rebounded after their first loss of the season Thursday night. 

“It was a good bounce-back game after not playing a good game against 
Colorado,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “I thought we were pretty 
solid tonight, which was good to see and we still got a couple of guys out 
of the lineup, but it was a good way to find a way to win tonight. It’s a 
good thing and again we’re going on a road, we’re going to play LA 
again, they’re a tough opponent, San Jose, and then Anaheim and 
Winnipeg. It’s gonna be a tough road trip, but I think we’re ready to get 
back on the road.” 

An interference call on Alex DeBrincat gave the Blues their second 
power-play opportunity of the third period. 

“My stick got stuck in a skate and they get a power play,” DeBrincat said. 
“It can go the other way too. Unfortunately it happened to us. We’re here 
to win. If we play well and don’t win it doesn’t mean anything.” 

Krug cashed in on the power play at 7 minutes, 35 seconds of the third 
period. Vladimir Tarasenko fed Krug in the right faceoff circle. Krug’s 
wrist shot beat Marc-André Fleury through his pads. 

“I had to throw it there at the net and make a play,” Krug said. 
“Sometimes you’ve got to get lucky to beat a good goaltender like that. 
He was seeing the puck, he did a great job of keeping his team in it. We 
just couldn’t get too many by him. I was lucky to squeak one in and the 
power play showed up and helped the team win.” 

With the assist, Tarasenko extended his points streak to six games (four 
goals, five assists). Binnington earned his ninth career shutout, improving 
to 11-1-3 over his last 15 regular-season starts. 

“It was an exciting hockey game,” Binnington said. “It’s kind of the life of 
the goalie. Everyone’s getting different chances, right? So you just got to 
stay calm, stay level-headed and give your team a chance to win and try 
and make those big saves just trusting your style and enjoying the team 
effort going the other way.” 

Fluery made 36 saves for the Blackhawks. He’s 0-5-0 this season. 

“All I want is a win. It doesn’t matter how we get it,” Fluery said. “It was 
nice not to give up four or five or six goals. It’ been very frustrating, 
embarrassing at times. " 

The Blackhawks obtained Fluery in an offseason trade, but the results 
have not been there yet. But that might be changing. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton said this was Fluery’s best game with the Hawks. 

“He was really good, a big lift to our team,” Colliton said. “That’s the kind 
of performance we need. Our team responded as well. We had a better 
effort and we were harder to beat. We’ve just got to finish the job and get 
points.” 

Chicago Tribune LOADED: 11.01.2021 
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Blackhawks’ Marc-Andre Fleury embarrassed by awful October 

 

Ben Pope4-4 minutes 10/31/2021 

 

When goalie Marc-Andre Fleury arrived for training camp, the first thing 
his new Blackhawks teammates noticed was his positivity. 

But after a brutal month of awful news, Fleury’s positivity is being tested. 
One sentence from his news conference Saturday, after the Hawks’ 1-0 
loss to the Blues extended their season-opening winless streak to nine 
games, spoke volumes. 

“It’s been tough to keep smiling,” Fleury said. 

Fleury’s beaming smile made him a fan favorite during his glory days with 
the Penguins, then an immediate face of the upstart Golden Knights 
franchise. 

So it’s a dire sign if Fleury, of all people, can’t put on a happy face. 

“[This is] very frustrating, embarrassing,” Fleury said. “We had some 
hype with our team, with the new acquisitions this summer and younger 
guys having a little more experience this season. We all expected more 
out of our team. And it’s been tough . . . [to] keep staying positive through 
it.” 

For a fleeting 40 minutes against St. Louis, Fleury, 36, was at least 
enjoying hockey again. 

He made some saves at crucial moments, helping mask the Hawks’ 
customary defensive breakdowns, and even bailed himself out of a few 
puck-handling mistakes. He didn’t exactly look in control — there was 
plenty of flailing around the crease — but he did look effective. 

“Honestly, it’s the most fun I had — those first two periods — in a long 
time,” he said. “Just making some saves and having a 0-0 game, still 
having a chance to win till the end.” 

Torey Krug’s goal in the third period and the Hawks getting blanked for 
the first time since April 3 rendered Fleury’s 36 saves useless, however, 
and his discouragement was evident afterward. Fleury wasn’t smiling and 
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looked genuinely pained when reflecting on his first month with the 
Hawks. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton has noticed how emotionally taxing this stretch 
has been for Fleury. 

“He’s a really good pro,” Colliton said. “[He has] a ton of pride and puts a 
lot of pressure on himself to play at a high level. He’s done a lot of 
winning, so he wants to win. Like everyone else, he’s frustrated, wants 
more, feels we’re capable of more.” 

Through his first five starts, Fleury is 0-5-0 with an .872 save percentage, 
which increased from .839 on Saturday. 

And in terms of goals saved above average, a holistic stat that measures 
goalie performance vs. expected values, Fleury ranks 53rd out of 54 
eligible goalies at minus-6.16 goals saved. Kevin Lankinen sits 52nd at 
minus-4.59. Only the Coyotes’ Carter Hutton, with his minus-10.0 mark 
entering Sunday, prevents the Hawks’ duo from single-handedly 
occupying the league basement. 

Fleury needed to think all the way back to his first two seasons to recall 
another stretch as difficult as this. The 2003-04 Penguins lost 18 in a 
row, and the 2005-06 Pens lost 17 of 18 during one stretch. Fleury 
remembered a veteran player urging those teams to keep forging ahead. 

Now, Fleury is trying to pass on similar advice to the Hawks. 

“Every time you go through such a tough time, the confidence gets a little 
lower, guys take mistakes a little harder, guys want to do a little more, 
myself included,” he said. “Sometimes we get a couple of goals, then 
maybe it’s a bad bounce or something, and we get down a bit. 

“We have to find ways to stay upbeat and keep pushing for 60 minutes 
and still believe we can come back and win.” 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 11.01.2021 

1224725 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Jeremy Colliton stuck in limbo as Blackhawks’ coach entering post-Stan 
Bowman era 

 

Ben Pope4-5 minutes 10/31/2021 

 

ST. LOUIS — Until last week, Jeremy Colliton was all but a singular unit 
with general manager Stan Bowman for the entirety of his Blackhawks 
coaching tenure. 

Bowman handpicked Colliton to replace Joel Quenneville in 2018, 
conferred with him closely on most of his personnel decisions and stood 
loyally behind him through every low point. 

But after Bowman’s resignation last week — following the Jenner & Block 
investigation’s confirmation that he helped cover up the 2010 sexual 
assault of Kyle Beach — Colliton has been left in limbo. 

The young coach was playing in Sweden in 2010, nowhere near Chicago 
and the tragic decisions that occurred at the time, so he’s clear on the 
moral front. But even as that dark cloud hangs over — and largely 
renders irrelevant — the Hawks’ on-ice struggles, Colliton at least must 
be held accountable for his team’s awful performance so far. 

It’s unclear, given the enormous turnover in the Hawks’ front office in 
recent years, whether anyone is currently in position to do that. But if 
anyone is, it’s interim GM Kyle Davidson. 

Colliton’s relationship with Davidson isn’t anywhere nearly as developed 
as it was with Bowman, but they do have some familiarity to build on. 
Colliton insists they’re on the ‘‘same page’’ about the Hawks’ plan. 

‘‘Just like working with Stan, Kyle and I are talking multiple times a day 
about the team and how we’re going to get better,’’ Colliton said 
Saturday. ‘‘That’s an ongoing thing. Kyle was involved in a lot of those 
conversations before. No one’s happy with where we’re at, and we have 
to turn this around.’’ 

In the long run, the Hawks’ GM shift from Bowman to Davidson to a 
potential permanent replacement will leave Colliton’s job security on thin 
ice. 

Bowman, after all, was as faithful and devoted to Colliton as anyone 
could be. The same can’t be said for Davidson, whose viewpoints are 
complete mysteries right now, or a hypothetical future GM. One could 
argue many GMs already would have fired Colliton after three losing 
seasons and a disastrous start to his fourth, and there’s a very real 
chance Davidson and/or the future GM would agree with that. 

In the short term, however, the Hawks’ GM shift probably buys Colliton a 
little more time. 

The Jenner & Block investigation represented a tornado roaring through 
and decimating the front office. The Hawks likely will make cleaning up 
that mess, rather than creating an hole to fill behind the bench, their first 
priority. 

In the meantime, Colliton has continued harping on some of his common 
emphases this season — defensemen pinching less aggressively, one 
forward staying high in the zone to limit counterattacks, etc. — and 
hoping they eventually start clicking. 

‘‘We all have to be better,’’ he said before the game Saturday against the 
Blues. ‘‘We have to have the mindset we’re prepared to win 1-0. . . . 
Make it hard on them to create chances. Make it hard on them to create 
offense.’’ 

He also is using his head-coaching role to reflect on improving hockey 
culture in the wake of the sexual-assault fallout. By doing that alone, he’s 
proving himself at least more deserving of his position than Bowman 
was. 

‘‘What I’ve been thinking about is the victims — Kyle [Beach], in 
particular — and his courage coming forward and what he’s been 
through,’’ Colliton said Friday. 

‘‘And as far as my own situation . . . those of us in leadership positions, 
we have to do a better job of taking responsibility to the people we’re 
serving and creating an environment where they feel like they can come 
to us with things and that they know we have their best interest at heart. 

‘‘That’s what we have to do. That’s what we have to learn from. And 
we’ve got to deliver.’’ 
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Will puck luck start to turn for winless Hawks? 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The calendar will flip to November on Monday and the Blackhawks are 
going into the new month as one of two NHL teams without a win this 
season. And there are plenty of reasons why. 

The Blackhawks have been outscored 29-7 during 5-on-5 play, which is 
the worst goal differential of any club. They rank 29th in goals per game 
at 1.89 and dead last in goals against per game at 4.11. They're also 
giving up 32.7 shots per game, which is among the bottom third of the 
league. 
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But those are the surface-level stats. When you dig deeper into the 
numbers, there are reasons to believe the Blackhawks are on the verge 
of breaking through. Hear me out before you tell me I'm crazy. 

Since the disastrous three-game road trip to open the season: 

The Blackhawks have averaged only 8.3 high-danger chances against at 
even strength on a per-60-minute basis, according to Natural Stat Trick. 
That's the fifth-fewest average over that span. For reference, the 
Colorado Avalanche finished No. 1 last season at 8.24 and the 
Blackhawks finished last at 12.3.   

In all situations, the Blackhawks have an expected Goals For per-60 
minutes of 2.99, which ranks No. 7 over that stretch. For the entire 
season, the analytics site Money Puck has the Blackhawks ranked third 
in expected goal differential at +5.7; only Edmonton (6.72) and Pittsburgh 
(6.29) are ahead of them.   

The Blackhawks have also generated an average of 30.5 scoring 
chances on a per-60-minute basis, which ranks No. 6. They've turned 
11.2 of those into high-danger chances, which is slightly above the 
middle of the pack. 

So why isn't it translating into wins? Well, a few things. 

For one, the Blackhawks are currently riding an unsustainably low 
shooting percentage at 5.41. The league average last season was 9.7. 
Detroit finished last at 8.18. Expect a significant correction there at some 
point, especially when Patrick Kane returns from COVID-19 protocol. 

Perhaps the most notable reason? Chicago simply hasn't gotten the 
goaltending it was expecting from the reigning Vezina Trophy winner and 
one of the league's breakout rookies last season. 

Of the 68 goaltenders that have made at least one appearance this 
season, Marc-Andre Fleury and Kevin Lankinen rank 66th and 67th in 
goals saved above expected at -6.4 and -6.5, respectively. That's 12.9 
goals that should've been stopped that weren't. 

Fleury turned in a vintage Flower performance in Saturday's 1-0 loss to 
the St. Louis Blues in which he stopped 36 of 37 shots for a save 
percentage of .973. He stopped all 19 shots from the slot, according to 
Sportlogiq. That was much more like it. 

Typically, the driving force behind a winning streak or losing skid is either 
an abnormal shooting percentage or save percentage. The Blackhawks' 
struggles are oddly due to both, possessing a PDO — a metric that 
combines shooting percentage and save percentage — of 90.2 at even 
strength. The mean is 100, and no team finished under 97.2 last season. 

Look, nobody's trying to make the case that everything is fine in Chicago. 
The Blackhawks desperately need a win, even if it's an ugly one, just to 
start building some confidence. 

But when anything that can go wrong has gone wrong, it's difficult to find 
something to hold on to. Perhaps a little puck luck can help steer things 
back into the right direction. 
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Boston Beats Panthers, Stops Season-Opening Win Streak At 8 

 

By CBSMiami.com TeamOctober 31, 2021 at 10:50 am 

 

BOSTON (AP) — Charlie Coyle had the only score in the shootout and 
the Boston Bruins beat Florida 3-2 Saturday night, ending the Panthers’ 
season-opening winning streak at eight games. 

The Panthers fell two wins short of the NHL record for consecutive 
victories to start a season, set by Toronto in 1993-94 and matched by 
Buffalo in 2006-07. 

Florida was playing the second of a back-to-back after beating Detroit in 
OT on Friday night. 

It was Florida’s second game since coach Joel Quenneville resigned 
amid a sex scandal when he was with the Chicago Blackhawks in 2010. 

Quenneville, the second-winningest coach in NHL history, resigned 
Thursday, two days after being among those implicated for not 
responding swiftly to allegations by former Chicago player Kyle Beach of 
being sexually assaulted by then-Blackhawks assistant Brad Aldrich 
during the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Andrew Brunette, an assistant under Quenneville, is the interim coach. 

“We played hard,” Brunette said. “Heck of an effort by the guys in a back-
to-back game, in a tough place to play.” 

Coyle also scored in regulation, and Linus Ullmark stopped 33 shots, and 
three tries in the shootout. 

Coyle cut around goalie Spencer Knight before tucking in a shot in the 
shootout. 

“It’s hard to talk about it,” Coyle said of his winner. “Sometimes you have 
something planned and sometimes you don’t. I’m just glad it went in.” 

Aleksander Barkov pushed Florida in front with a power-play goal 7:49 
into third period, but Charlie McAvoy cut in from the point and slipped a 
wrist shot in from the bottom of the right circle for a power-play score, 
tying it with 6:25 left in regulation. 

“Tonight was an opportunity,” McAvoy said of his goal. “On that play, I 
was able to get moving down the wall.” 

Anthony Duclair also scored for the Panthers, his sixth of the season, 
and Knight made 31 saves in his third start. 

Knight — playing back on familiar ice in Boston, the city where he played 
his college hockey — also saw his personal unbeaten streak end. It was 
the first time in his seven career regular-season appearances that he 
didn’t get the win, meaning his victory streak ended two shy of matching 
the NHL record for consecutive goalie wins to start a career. 

“In was fun to play in an atmosphere like that,” said Knight, who grew up 
watching the Bruins in Darien, Connecticut. “Like seven, eight months 
ago, I was watching them on TV in my dorm room. I’ve been coming here 
since I was six years old.” 

Coyle beat Knight with a rising wrist shot from the left circle that slipped 
under the crossbar on the far side, making it 1-0 with 42 seconds left in 
the first. 

Duclair shifted around defenseman Derek Forbort before slipping a 
wrister by Ullmark from the slot 47 seconds onto the second. 

Knight dropped and made a pad stop on Tomas Nosek’s clean 
breakaway midway into the second. 

Florida’s eight-game winning streak to start the season tied the fourth-
longest in NHL history. The defeat also ended Florida’s 14-game regular 
season winning streak dating to last spring, a run that ended tied for 
sixth-best in league history and three shy of Pittsburgh’s record of 17 in a 
row from March 9-April 10, 1993. 

REMEMBERING JIMMY HAYES 

The Bruins and Panthers honored former player Jimmy Hayes by 
wearing special warmup jerseys with “Haysey” and “Broadway,” his two 
nicknames. 

The 31-year-old Hayes, a Boston native, died suddenly on Aug. 23. He 
played for both organizations. There was also a moment of silence 
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followed by a video tribute, with highlights from his days with both teams. 
The fans followed with a loud ovation. 

RINGING IRON 

Boston’s Brad Marchard hit a post in the game’s opening minute, and 
teammate Taylor Hall’s backhander nailed the crossbar early in the third. 

“It seems like early-on (in the season) we’ve hit a lot of posts,” Boston 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. 

NOTES: It was Boston’s third straight game against an unbeaten team. 
They lost to the Panthers in Florida on Wednesday and to Carolina on 
the road Thursday. … Bruins F Craig Smith returned after missing the 
previous three games with an unspecified injury. He got moved from his 
usual spot on the second line to the first midway into the game. … Knight 
played two seasons at Boston College, earning the 2020-21 Hockey East 
Goaltender and Player of the Year. 
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What’s next for the Florida Panthers? Start a new winning streak 

 

Published 19 hours ago on October 31, 2021By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers will end October atop the NHL standings by taking 
17 of the available 18 points through their first nine games. The Panthers 
went on an eight-game winning streak to start their season — a 
remarkable way to kick things off. 

Especially for a Florida team not exactly known for its hot starts. 

”It’s all about getting off to a good start,’’ Sasha Barkov said. “We need a 
good start because by the end, everyone is going to be playing good. 

“Good teams play really good at the start, too. We play hard right from 
the start, we had a good training camp and we’re going to keep building 
from this. It’s still early, but we want to keep building, keep getting better.” 

The Panthers’ starting off with eight consecutive wins has only been 
done 10 times in history. And Florida was a shootout goal or two away 
from going 9-0. 

The difference in Florida being 9-0 and 8-0-1 was their inability to win the 
“skills competition” which determines a game’s winner if it is tied after a 
five-minute overtime. 
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Colby Guy: Kyle Beach, you are not alone 

 

Published 21 hours ago on October 31, 2021By Colby Guy  

 

On Wednesday night, Kyle Beach committed one of the biggest acts of 
bravery I have ever seen in my life. 

With the Chicago Blackhawks sexual assault scandal on the NHL’s 
center stage, he spoke his truth: He was ‘John Doe 1,’ it was he who had 
to go through the disgusting acts that then-video coach and forever 
sexual predator Brad Aldrich committed. 

“I am a survivor and I know I’m not alone,” Beach said in his interview 
with TSN’s Rich Westhead. 

“I know I’m not the only one male or female — and I buried this for 10 
years, 11 years, and it’s destroyed me from the inside out. I want 
everybody to know in the sports world and in the world that you’re not 
alone.” 

Kyle, you’re not alone in the hockey world. 

I too am a survivor of sexual assault, and I stand by you every step of the 
way. 

“I did what I thought I had to do to survive, to continue chasing my 
dream,” Beach said in the interview. “That was to not think about it, not 
talk about it, to ignore it, and that’s all I could do.” 

Sadly, that mindset is all too common when it comes to survivors. I had 
that same experience when I was recovering at the time, but the thing is 
– we experienced something else that isn’t being talked about as much 
as it should. 

To read this story without ads, sign in to your FHN account or sign up for 
one 

After the two of us experienced what we experienced and went to people 
we thought we trusted — we were let down. 

We experienced name-calling, slurs, and inappropriate jokes that nobody 
should have experienced. 

It was detailed in the Jenner & Block report for Kyle, with teammates 
calling him homophobic slurs and making countless crude jokes at him. 

For me it was something similar. 

After I came out and told my friends and coworkers what happened, it 
was very much the same reaction. The sad fact is this: That reaction is 
so much similar for all men who are sexually assaulted. 

You hear the same words uttered at you over and over again: “You’re a 
grown man, you could have protected yourself” or “You must have liked 
it, didn’t you?” 

Demeaning phrases like that make you question your sanity, make you 
wonder if you were truly at fault. 

It hurts even more when the people who are supposed to protect you did 
nothing about it. 

The complete Jenner & Block report on the Chicago Blackhawks sexual 
assault investigation 

For me, it was the police officer who I went to immediately following the 
incident who told me those words. “You’re a grown man, you could’ve 
protected yourself.” 

The school I attended did nothing to protect me, sided with those who 
harassed me, and gave me no choice but to leave my job. The harassers 
still hold their positions to this day. 

Get FHN+ today! 

For Kyle, it was Stan Bowman and Joel Quenneville — as well as the 
rest of the Chicago Blackhawks organization — who let him down. 

They didn’t expedite the process to terminate Beach’s abuser. They let 
him watch his abuser celebrate with the Stanley Cup following the 
championship victory and even let the kid watch Aldrich spend an entire 
damn day with the Cup. 

They let his teammates pile on him with the slurs and crude comments 
and did nothing about it. 

And of course, for Kyle and I, there’s one man who is in the equation for 
both of us – Joel Quenneville. 
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As a Florida Panthers reporter and a sexual assault survivor, I had to sit 
in the press box and watch Quenneville coach a hockey game after all of 
this came out. 

I had known that this was going to happen from the moment I had gotten 
word from the team’s media relations department at 7:46 p.m. the night 
before that he would be available to the media after morning skate and 
was addressed in the release as ‘head coach Joel Quenneville.’ 

But nothing could prepare me for the way I felt when I saw it happen. 

Not even 15 minutes after I got done reading through quotes from 
Beach’s interview, there he was — behind the bench for the Florida 
Panthers. 

The man who, in July, said that he first learned of the allegations through 
the media that summer. 

The man, who after being outed in the report for sitting through meetings 
regarding the incident and wanting nothing of it, stuck by his statement 
made in July. 

The man who allegedly only watched as his players turned on Beach. 
That was the man behind the bench. 

And Beach knew Quenneville had to have known what was going on. 

“I witnessed meetings right after I reported [the assault] to James Gary 
that were held in Joel Quenneville’s office,” Beach said. “There’s 
absolutely no way he can deny knowing it.” 

When I looked at Quenneville standing behind the bench, I saw the 
higher-ups at my school who turned a blind eye at everything I went 
through. I saw the police officer who told me that I “was a grown man” 
and that I “should have done more to protect myself.” 

Everything about that screamed those words at me and I couldn’t help 
but feel sick. 

The man who had the audacity to stand behind an NHL bench hours 
after his actions were shared with the world whimpered away just as 
quickly. 

He didn’t show up to the press room postgame and had his players 
answer for him — two players who were both not even old enough to 
drive at the time of their coach’s actions — had to answer questions 
about it. 

Then, general manager Bill Zito read a prepared statement. 

The next day, the jig was up. 

Quenneville met with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, Zito, and Florida 
Panthers president & CEO Matthew Caldwell and resigned.  

“It should go without saying that the conduct described in that report is 
troubling and inexcusable,” Caldwell said in the statement announcing 
Quenneville’s departure. “It stands in direct contrast to our values as an 
organization and what the Florida Panthers stand for.” 

As a Panthers reporter, I thank Caldwell for valuing the experiences I 
went through, as well as Beach’s, and removing a man who allowed this 
to happen from the organization. 

But there’s still a lot of work to do. 

As someone who has both played and covered the sport at both the 
collegiate and NHL level, I can tell you that hockey culture still needs 
work. 

Whether it’s in protecting victims of sexual assault or removing 
homophobia and racism from the culture itself, it needs work. The 
Panthers proved that they are on the right side of it. 

pic.twitter.com/XkWRWaLnBE 

— Kyle Beach (@KBeachy12) October 28, 2021 

Kyle, from the bottom of my heart, I want to thank you for all that you 
shared. I would’ve been in that same pattern of wanting to avoid talking 
about my experiences like the plague if you didn’t do what you did. 

And to think that you had to say sorry – you had to say sorry for the 
actions of a cruel person because you felt you could’ve done more. 

It’s devastating. 

Well, I’m sorry too. 

I’m sorry I held onto my story as long as I did and I hope others haven’t 
had to hold onto theirs in fear of being alone in this fight. 

To all other survivors out there: You are not alone in this fight. 

You are loved, you can get through your fight, and everything you are 
feeling is valid. 

Let’s make hockey — the sport we all love — better. 
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Party Kucherov, the GOAT among Lightning Halloween costume faves 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

Lightning coach Jon Cooper couldn’t help but smile when he said Sunday 
that it’s possible he has become a “soft dad.” 

There was one perfect costume in mind for his 11-year-old son, Jonny, 
for Halloween: “Party Kuch,” inspired by Nikita Kucherov’s Stanley Cup-
clinching postgame news conference. 

Jonny’s costume became a “big debate in the house,” with his parents 
contemplating just how far he could go with it. Cooper said his wife, 
Jessie, considered taping up a Coca-Cola can and writing “Bud Light” on 
the side, but Cooper countered that an empty Bud Light can would do the 
job. “He’s a minor,” Cooper said. “But the can’s empty.” 

#GoBolts' Kucherov is ready pic.twitter.com/zISczhvTCT 

— 𝙼𝚊𝚛𝚒 𝙵𝚊𝚒𝚎𝚕𝚕𝚘 (@faiello_mari) July 8, 2021 

And Jonny had been instructed that he was not allowed to say 
Kucherov’s catchphrase — “No. 1 bulls--t” — instead of “trick or treat.” 

“He shouldn’t be allowed to go like that,” Cooper said. “But his dad’s 
going soft.” 

On Friday, the team had a costume party. 

“Seeing the guys express their costumes in different ways was pretty 
cool,” forward Ross Colton said. 

The Robbinsville, N.J., native went dressed as DJ Pauly D from the TV 
show Jersey Shore. Forward Taylor Raddysh was Dog the bounty hunter 
from the TV series. 

Forward Alex Killorn and defenseman Andrej Sustr dressed up as Bucs 
quarterbacks Tom Brady and Blaine Gabbert, respectively. The pair 
dressed in authentic Bucs uniforms, and Killorn even tried out his spiral 
at the party. 

On Killorn’s Instagram post, Gabbert, the backup quarterback, 
commented “LEGENDARY.” 

“I think since he’s buddies with Gabbert, he’s had a little bit of practice,” 
Colton joked about Killorn’s throwing abilities. “He can sling it, for sure.” 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 11.01.2021 
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Steven Stamkos is back at center, right where Lightning need him 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — When the Lightning desperately needed a boost last week, 
they asked captain Steven Stamkos to return to his old position in the 
middle of the ice. 

Stamkos, 31, made his living as a center, winning two Rocket Richard 
trophies at the position, until being asked the past few seasons to play 
wing. This season, as the Lightning attempt to find the right line 
combinations with star right wing Nikita Kucherov out about eight to 10 
weeks after surgery Tuesday for a lower-body injury, the latest shuffling 
has placed Stamkos at center with wings Ondrej Palat and Mathieu 
Joseph. 

Given Stamkos’ quick start — his 12 points through the first eight games 
were tied for third in the league entering Saturday, and his five goals are 
second among Lightning players — the transition makes sense. Stamkos 
already has five multipoint games. He is pacing the Lightning in more 
ways than one. 

“I think, especially after we lost (Kucherov), there were a couple of 
games where we’re kind of worried about scoring and chances,” forward 
Alex Killorn said. “So for him to step up like that, our captain getting off to 
a great start, I know when he’s feeling confident and shooting the puck, 
he’s a real dangerous player in this league.” 

Lightning TV analyst Brian Engblom said this is the best Stamkos has 
been moving on the ice in about four or five seasons. 

“All I know is that he’s got a bounce in his step,” Engblom said. “He’s got 
an extra step, and he’s got a flow to his game. And he’s just in really 
good condition. There’s quickness back in his game. He’s a good skater.” 

Stamkos has dealt with more than his share of injuries in recent years. 
Most recently, he had arthroscopic knee surgery in April and missed the 
last month of the regular season. Stamkos returned for the postseason 
but was far from 100 percent. 

From the way he is skating now, he clearly is healthy. 

“I think when you come back from injuries and you’re not as quick, it’s not 
because you’ve lost a step, it’s because you’re probably not fully 
recovered,” coach Jon Cooper said. “And it takes time to get things back, 
and ... he gets through the playoffs, and he gets three months to 
recuperate, and now he comes back, and he’s looking better than ever.” 

That’s one reason Stamkos’ return to the middle makes sense. Centers 
are constantly moving, compared with the stop-and-go wings do. Centers 
dictate the pace and are able to utilize their speed to work in space 
through the middle of the ice. They have more defensive responsibility 
than wings, but they’re involved in the flow of everything. 

Stamkos returns to center with a greater appreciation of the work wings 
do. He has played both wing spots. He knows the intricacies of wings’ 
jobs and can use that to anticipate what they will do. 

As Cooper said this week, “nothing is foreign” to Stamkos now. 

“Knowing technically what wingers have to do, he’s known that for a long 
time, but living it?” Eng- blom said. “Life’s like that, when you actually live 
something a little different, it’s like, ‘Ahh, okay, now I get it.’ So he’s a 
more well-rounded player.” 

Great players like Stamkos evolve as they get older. They have to play 
smarter. Stamkos can take what he has learned and utilize it on the ice, 
which is what the Lightning need with Kucherov out. 

When Stamkos initially was moved to wing, it was because young stars 
Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli had emerged as the top two centers. It 
also correlated with Stamkos becoming an elite faceoff player, another 
facet of his game that he worked on to help the team. 

Even if the move back to center is temporary, Stamkos certainly seems 
happy to be back in familiar territory. 

“I’m just a rover out there, I guess,” Stamkos said, smiling, when asked 
about his flexibility. “No, it’s good. It’s good for me to be comfortable in all 
those different situations. You kind of get a read of sometimes what other 
players are thinking when they’re in that position on the ice, so it kind of 
helps me out a little bit that way, but I’m available to play wherever. 

“But it was nice to get back in the middle, and so hopefully I can keep it 
up there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Amid worst start since 1941, Canadiens' loss to Ducks 
highlights centre problem 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsOctober 31, 2021, 9:25 PM 

 

ANAHEIM — The Canadiens fell to 2-8-0 on the season with a 4-2 loss 
to the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday. 

This one, more so than any of the others, highlighted a glaring hole up 
the middle of this roster. And not being able to fill that hole is going to be 
one of the team’s biggest impediments to getting their season back on 
the rails. 

Before the puck dropped at Honda Center, it was announced Canadiens 
forward Mathieu Perreault would miss two-to-three weeks with an eye 
injury. 

We reported during first intermission that Perreault would only be re-
evaluated in 14 days and that he underwent laser surgery to fix a 
detached retina suffered due to lattice retinal degeneration — a condition 
he’s had since birth but was unaware of until the damage done caused 
him to experience blurred and double vision. 

“He was lucky one of the best eye specialists in the world was in Los 
Angeles,” said a team source regarding the procedure Perreault was able 
to get following Saturday’s 5-2 loss for the Canadiens to the Kings. 

The Canadiens were unlucky not to have him against the Ducks, and that 
only reinforced how much things have changed at the centre position for 
this team since they went to the Stanley Cup Final last summer. 
Perreault may have started his career as a centre back in 2009, but he 
hadn’t played the position regularly in over four years before being forced 
into it by the Canadiens a handful of games into their season. 

The centre position was a strength for this team before the departure of 
Phillip Danault in August created a hole that was widened by the Carolina 
Hurricanes poaching Jesperi Kotkaniemi via offer sheet. It’s undoubtedly 
a weakness now — even with the acquisition of Christian Dvorak made 
soon after Danault and Kotkaniemi left. 

On Sunday, without Perreault available, centre Jake Evans returned from 
injury to play a game he’d have been sitting out of had Brendan 
Gallagher not been sidelined by an undisclosed injury. The 25-year-old 
started on the wing of the fourth line so as not to stress his injury further, 
but he was quickly moved back to his natural position when pivot Cedric 
Paquette got himself ejected for a hit from behind that left Anaheim’s 
Trevor Zegras down and bleeding from his face. 
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Evans scored his first goal of the season and had a positive impact on 
the game, but this was but a small step forward for him after a slow start 
and four games missed. 

Adam Brooks, who took Perreault’s place on the third and appeared in 
just his second game since the Canadiens claimed him on waivers just 
prior to the start of the season, was barely trusted to help make any 
tangible difference against the Ducks. He played 10:13, won only one of 
six faceoffs and was roughly 170 feet away from his own net when Troy 
Terry scored the winning goal for Anaheim in the third. 

Ryan Getzlaf, one of the best centres of his generation, set the play for 
Terry and, with the assist, passed Teemu Selanne to become the Ducks’ 
highest-scoring player of all time. He was a player the Canadiens hoped 
to acquire at last year’s trade deadline and one they’d have considered 
signing in free agency had he not solely been interested in returning to 
Anaheim. 

The 989-point man or Eric Staal, who was instrumental in Montreal’s 
playoff run, are the type of players the Canadiens would love to lean on 
to alleviate some of the pressure on Nick Suzuki right now. 

Danault helped the young centre on the ice, and not having him around 
to do some of the heavy lifting is ratcheting it up. 

Suzuki, who’s only 22 years old and recently signed an eight-year, $63-
million deal that will only kick in next fall, is feeling it. He has been since 
the start of the season, and it’s pressure that’s only risen with the 
Canadiens dropping games and missing key players. 

“I always put a lot pressure on myself to contribute everywhere,” Suzuki 
said. “Throughout my whole career, I’ve always wanted to be a good go-
to person. But today, I wasn’t really doing much, to be honest. Probably 
one of my worst games. Pretty disappointed in how I played — especially 
with some of the centres out. I’ve got to play better.” 

He’s pushing hard to make a difference and admittedly cheating at times 
to generate offence after only producing five points in 10 games, and it’s 
not going to get easier for him. 

It won’t be easy for Evans, or even for Dvorak, who may have over 300 
games of experience but is still only 25. 

“When you have younger players — especially like Jake and Suzy 
playing in the middle — you know there’s going to be ups and downs,” 
said Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme. 

He talked about the desire to insulate them from certain matchups at 
times, but that isn’t really an option on the table with the lack of depth the 
Canadiens have at the position. 

It’s one of several problems this team is dealing with right now — they’ve 
got bottom numbers in nearly every category, an offence that’s 
underperforming, a defence that’s limited to generate much better results 
than what they’re currently offering (which isn’t very good) and 
substandard goaltending — but it’s the one that seems the hardest to 
solve. 

It's going to make reversing their worst 10-game start to a season since 
1941 a near impossible task. 
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Sportsnet.ca / EXCEPTIONAL TIMES 

 

By Gare Joyce, 

 

He posted numbers like McDavid as a CHL rookie before the pandemic 
stole a year of his development. Now, Shane Wright has to prove he’s 
still got the potential to be a franchise player at the next level. 

J ust days before the opening games of the Ontario Hockey League 
campaign, the CHL announced its preseason rankings. The Kingston 
Frontenacs were top-ranked in the OHL and slotted fourth overall in 
major-junior, heady stuff for a team that won just 19 of 62 games in 
2019–20 before COVID shut down play, and went 38 games below .500 
the season before that. The reason for such enthusiasm was a 17-year-
old who has been projected as the likely first-overall pick in the 2022 NHL 
entry draft since he was in Grade 9: centre Shane Wright. 

Every fall, the attention of fans and NHL scouts focuses on a teenager 
who has been designated as the next big thing, who inevitably draws 
comparisons to established stars drafted first overall in year’s past. Some 
will say raising expectations on a kid is unfair and only sets him up to 
disappoint, but it’s just a fact of hockey life — and a matter for gallows 
humour in the business. Said one NHL scout before the Frontenacs’ 
home opener against Ottawa a couple of weeks back: “The second-
guessing will probably start in the first intermission.” 

Once the puck dropped, though, the Frontenacs took over and did their 
best to delay and maybe even pre-empt any second guessing of either 
their ranking or Wright’s. Barely four minutes into the game, Kingston led 
3–0, Wright in on the second and third goals: On the second, he flashed 
a dazzling bit of stickhandling to start a three-way passing play, setting 
up Francesco Arcuri for what would stand up as the winning goal at the 
end of the night; and, a couple of shifts later, his long, searching pass, 
from deep in his own end to the red line, sent Paul Ludwinski off on a 
breakaway that he neatly finished in his first major junior game. For the 
rest of the first period, though, Wright generated chances but had nothing 
to show for them. Two assists, one of them a secondary. It was a solid 
performance, but nothing that got you on the edge of your seat, never 
mind up on your feet. 

Wright’s talent did finally shine through on a powerplay late in the second 
period, though it happened so fast you might have missed it if you 
blinked. He had been back on the point for previous shifts with the man-
advantage, but first-year coach Luca Caputi shuffled the unit and moved 
Wright up front. When the puck hit his stick in the slot, he wired it high to 
beat Collin MacKenzie, not even giving the Ottawa goaltender time 
enough to wave at it. That skill, you had to think, will serve him well at the 
next level, a goal scorer’s release that a few NHL first-liners would envy. 

“The second-guessing will probably start in the first intermission.” 

After 60 minutes, the score wound up 8–1, with the Frontenacs easing up 
down the stretch against an overmatched opponent in their first of three 
games that weekend. Wright was named the third star, though it felt more 
like an honorary award than a fair rating of his play and impact that night. 
“Not exactly high energy from Wright,” one scout noted. “He’s looking to 
make chances for his wingers instead of taking the chances that are 
there for him. He could be a little more selfish. We’ll see. It’s a long 
season.” 

And it has been an even longer time away. 

G iven the disruption and contraction of junior and college schedules last 
winter, the complete cancellation of the OHL’s 2020-21 season and life in 
general being turned inside out, projecting next year’s NHL entry draft is 
— at this point, anyway — somewhere between hard and impossible. 
Limited viewing is one thing, but some draft-eligibles have only a handful 
of major-junior games in the WHL and OHL last season, while others 
skated in their debuts at this level in the last few weeks. 

One measure of the challenge faced by talent evaluators: NHL Central 
Scouting Service held off releasing a preliminary list for A-, B- and C-
ranked prospects until October 18. CSS usually circulates its list in early 
September. The projections themselves are painfully cautious, reluctant 
to oversell any in the pool. Only seven CHL players are ranked as likely 
first-round picks. (Five kids from the US National Team Development 
Program have been designated as first rounders. Likewise, three Finns, 
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two Russians and a single Swedish kid. Just one from the NCAA ranks 
and none from USHL. That’s 19 projected first-rounders to fill 32 open 
slots.) 

Draft reports on players who’ve missed significant time always feature 
the proviso “limited viewing.” In 2022, that could apply to the entire class. 
Says one veteran scout: “It’s been a scramble for everyone. OHL players 
didn’t get a chance to play at all. Quebec league and the [WHL] played 
reduced schedules, and the players there didn’t get the same sort of 
chance to show what they could do. Scouts weren’t getting to games, 
[they were] doing everything by video. You’ve now got a lot of draft-
eligible players who have really limited [major junior] experience or none 
at all. And no one knows what effect all that disruption will have on their 
development.” 

The player most likely to be selected first overall next June is one of the 
few who isn’t a case of limited viewing. NHL teams have already had an 
eyeful of Shane Wright. Though a 2004 birthday, Wright had a chance to 
play two seasons ago when he was granted exceptional-player status for 
the 2019–20 season, and even though the season was abruptly pre-
empted by Covid, he tore it up. His 66 points in 58 games with the 
Frontenacs earned him the CHL Rookie of the Year award. The only 
other to win the trophy as a 15-year-old was John Tavares. 

While OHL teams know what they’re facing when Wright’s on the ice and 
NHL teams have a decent book on him, his will be an interesting case to 
follow this season. He believes he’s a better player now than he was 
when the world shut down in March 2020 — bigger, stronger and more 
explosive on his first step. But will he be able to pick up where he left off, 
or has the long hiatus impacted his development? 

A few common threads run through the stories of elite players who are 
touted as the next big thing. Inevitably, their parents have an athletic 
background. More likely than not, their fathers played a reasonably high 
level of hockey, if not professionally, and took active roles in their sons’ 
development. Connor McDavid’s father played to Junior A, Sidney 
Crosby’s dad was a QMJHL player and the Tkachuks’ dad is Hall of 
Fame material. This is the stuff we’ve come to expect in the bios of 17-
year-old phenoms. 

Shane Wright’s story falls outside the template. 

“We’re not hockey people,” says his mother, Tanya, a school teacher. 

“I played soccer growing up, not hockey,” says his father, Simon, who 
works for a nutritional-supplements company. 

Though clearly proud of what their son has accomplished, the Wrights 
seem at times mystified, or maybe amused, by the stuff that goes on 
around the game off the ice — which is to say this whole circus looks to 
them the way it must to anybody who hasn’t entered the vortex that is 
minor hockey. They did pick up the signs that Shane was physically 
precocious and maybe in the 99th percentile on some counts, even away 
from the arena. “Shane’s sister is three years older than him and when 
she was learning to ride a two-wheeler, he stepped right in and picked it 
up immediately, way ahead of other kids his age,” Tanya says. 

“From an early age, he was definitely wired differently than others when it 
came to competitiveness.” 

The Wrights enrolled Shane early in Timbits hockey and he more than 
blended in. “He was on the younger end of the [age] four and five group 
and he immediately got it,” Simon says. “We’re thinking, ‘Okay, he 
obviously enjoys this and he’s quite good at it.’ It wasn’t like we were 
pushing him or that he had a program or anything like that. The idea that 
he had a special talent didn’t really kick in until he had the opportunity to 
play locally for the [atom] AAA team. I think he was six, underage, and 
did very, very well. All the milestones along the way seemed to indicate 
that you’ve kind of got something here. Then again, there was always a 
voice of reason behind it that said, ‘You know what?  There are so many 
kids out there and you never really know how things will turn out.’” 

If the Wrights weren’t entirely clear about Shane’s potential on the ice, 
they did pick up on a couple of other aspects of his character that have 

served him well to this point in his hockey journey. “From an early age, 
he was definitely wired differently than others when it came to 
competitiveness,” Simon says. “Whatever he did, to be honest with you, 
a competitiveness just came out of him, just naturally. We almost had to 
pull him back sometimes.” 

Shane also seemed to intuitively know how to carry himself when he was 
off the ice and around kids a year or two older. Simon cites a tournament 
in Ottawa when a team of older kids offered him a chance to skate with 
them. “He was eight, so I don’t know how he’s going to feel about being 
around a bunch of boys he’s never met. I was going to go with him down 
to the dressing room but he said, ‘No, I’m good. I’m good, dad.’ He just 
wandered into the changeroom on his own, not knowing a single soul in 
the entire room, including the coaches. But he just fit in perfectly. 
Between games he was having barbecue with boys, throwing a football 
around with them. It was just easy for him, natural. He had a really high 
social IQ. He knew how to read a room.” 

When Shane turned 12, he reached a tipping point: Like so many of the 
elite players he’s compared to, he ran out of the necessary challenges 
close to home. He needed to play in a better organization with better 
surrounding talent than was available in Burlington, Ont. The Wrights 
might not have been hockey people before then, but they made a 
decision like those of families deeply invested in kids’ careers. “I moved 
with Shane into Vaughan [a suburb north of Toronto], so that he could 
play for the Don Mills Flyers,” Simon says. “Tanya stayed in Burlington 
close to where her work was and where our daughter was in school.” 

“It was definitely an adjustment for me and my family … more for my 
parents,” Shane says. “At the start it was really hard, new school, not 
being able to see my mom every day. It got easier, though. I could see 
my mom when we’d drive back on weekends and really, during the week, 
all I had to do was go to school and play after. It was a big sacrifice for 
them to make for me.” 

When Shane was with Don Mills and still in grade school, his parents 
were approached by an agent at a game and were dumbfounded. It was 
akin to that moment in The Wizard of Oz when Dorothy realizes that 
she’s not in Kansas anymore. For the Wrights, everything leading up to it 
had been minor hockey, but from then on it was something more. “Why is 
this guy giving us his business card?” Tanya says. “Why would this be 
happening now? Maybe we saw some signs and missed some others but 
this cemented it for sure.” 

When Shane, then 14, entered his minor midget season with Don Mills, 
the Wrights faced another decision: whether to apply for exceptional-
player status to allow Shane early entry to the major junior ranks. The 
case for: He had played up a year or more going back to Timbits; all the 
top minor midget kids were on schedule to be drafted into the OHL; and 
he continued to excel among them. The case against: At 15, he’d be on 
the ice facing a lot of 19- and 20-year-olds; the spotlight would be on him, 
maybe along with a bullseye; and he’d land on one of the weakest teams 
in the league. 

Exceptional-player status hadn’t been a goal for Shane and his parents, 
but it was a regular point of discussion among OHL scouts and coaches 
around the arena. “They’re the ones that put the word out there before 
we ever thought about it,” Tanya says. “We didn’t even understand what 
it was. Shane understood what [exceptional-player status] was all about. 
We kind of downplayed it until his minor-midget season. At that point, our 
conversation was, ‘Let’s begin the season and see how it goes.’” 

Shane and the Flyers both shone. He averaged better than two points a 
game, scored 66 goals in 72 outings, and the team lost once all season 
en route to a provincial title. It looked like approval of his application 
would be a slam dunk. It wasn’t quite that — maybe because the most 
recent exceptional status players, Sean Day and Joe Veleno, had little 
impact as under-agers and probably would have benefitted from waiting 
to enter the junior ranks with players in their birth year. After Hockey 
Canada and the Ontario Hockey Federation had done their homework, 
after Shane had sat through interviews and submitted an essay making 
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the case for his readiness to play major junior, his application was 
approved. 

“I watch a lot of video of my games and the NHL guys, and I look for 
details I can take away from what they do at the next level.” 

Rather than being put out at all, the Wrights welcomed the vetting. “It was 
a very detailed process,” Tanya says. “To me, someone who’s around 
high schoolers every day, all of these boys should be asked the 
questions Shane was asked. ‘What do you do if you know your teammate 
who’s your roommate on a road trip may bring drugs back to the room? 
What do you do if you’re pressured to go along with this? What do you do 
if you haven’t scored in three games and you’re trying to deal with 
anxiety?’ Only Shane and anyone else applying for [exceptional-player] 
goes through that process with someone trained to assess their answers 
and their mental readiness [for major-junior hockey]. Other kids [who are 
selected in the OHL draft] just go to their teams and you hope that things 
will work out and it’s a good situation.” 

Kingston used the first-overall pick to select Wright. Three of his Don 
Mills teammates were among the first nine names called, and three more 
went in the second round, including Francesco Arcuri to Kingston. 

As much as any of those previously granted exceptional-player status, 
Wright validated Hockey Canada’s faith in his ability to step into some 
heady competition. Though the Frontenacs’ roster skewed young — 
Wright was one of 13 players in the lineup who were 17 or younger — 
they still had a shot at the last playoff spot in the Eastern Conference 
going into the last week of the season. And Wright led all CHL rookies in 
scoring with numbers that looked an awful lot like Connor McDavid’s in 
his under-age year in Erie. 

Everything was going so smoothly. And then COVID hit and arenas 
across the league, like pretty much everything pretty much everywhere, 
went dark. Nineteen months would pass between the last game of 
Wright’s rookie season and puck drop at the Leon’s Centre in October. 

H ow does an exceptional talent deal with exceptional circumstances? In 
talking about the long hiatus, Wright doesn’t describe any period of real 
anxiety, even though there was enough reasonable cause. (Perhaps it 
will pop up as a question for future applicants for exceptional-player 
status: How was your state of mind when you couldn’t play a game and 
struggled to even find a chance to get in a skate for more than a year?) 
Through early winter he tried to stay hopeful about a return. “We didn’t 
know what was going to happen with our [OHL] season — if we were 
going to get to play, when we might get called back,” he says. “It never 
did happen but really I didn’t look beyond what I could do that day. I was 
just trying to stay prepared as much as possible. I’m lucky with where I 
live, [near] a lot of local guys who play in the OHL and are pretty high-
end players. I was lucky enough to skate with them through the whole 
pandemic. I always had someone to skate with and work out with, and I 
knew there were things that I had to work on.” 

While some scouts have compared Wright to Nathan MacKinnon, he 
suggests that he tries to go to school on the game as played by Patrice 
Bergeron, the Boston Bruins captain who has made maybe 16 mental 
lapses in 16 NHL seasons, and whose four Selke Trophies undersell his 
defensive excellence. “I watch a lot of video of my games and the NHL 
guys, and I look for details in my game and things I can take away from 
what they do at the next level,” he says. 

Hockey IQ is usually measured by the ability to make the right decisions 
in the heat of the game. Wright could get on the ice and go through drills 
and maybe even get into a scrimmage, but really there was no replicating 
the in-game challenges, speed and pressure for those 19 months. 
Practicing in isolation, in a vacuum, without the challenges of a game 
around him for that long — when you think it through, it would be like a 
boxer being limited to shadow boxing for a year and a half.  It would 
seem hard to hold on to your skillset under those conditions, and all but 
impossible to grow as a player, yet Caputi believes Wright made strides 
while OHL arenas remained dark. “Shane knows what he has to work 
on,” the coach says. “He knows what he can do. Players like Shane 
understand the game at another level. They have a great work ethic and 

an attention to detail. I saw that being around Sidney [Crosby] in the 
Pittsburgh organization — a lot of similarities there in what they do to get 
ready to play the game. And like Sidney, Shane can set the standard for 
his teammates when it comes to their preparation and commitment.” 

It certainly looked like his development was still on track when Wright 
reported to the training camp for the Canadian team that went to the 
under-18 world championships in Texas this spring. There’s no 
estimating the degree of difficulty in going into an elite international 
competition after not playing a game all winter. It should have put Wright 
at a distinct disadvantage — his Canadian teammates from the QMJHL 
and the WHL at least had a chance to see some game action. Likewise, 
players from the USNTDP and Europe could get in some action and, in 
the case of the latter, whole seasons in the run-up to the under-18 
tournament. 

A portent that Wright might’ve been more than alright came before 
Canada’s first game, when he was named the team captain. Even with 
that, few expected that his performance would wind up ranking among 
the greatest in the history of the IIHF event: nine goals and 14 points in 
five games, including two goals and an assist in a 5–3 win over Russia in 
the gold-medal game. The numbers would have likely been even more 
impressive if he hadn’t missed two games in the first round of the 
tournament for what was listed as precautionary reasons not related to 
COVID. 

“Where Wright’s game is come December will be interesting — what he 
plays like at world juniors.” 

Inevitably, his play drew comparisons to McDavid’s performance in the 
2013 under-18s where, as an underager, the Oilers captain was the 
leading scorer for the last Canadian team to win the gold before Wright’s.  
“That year, McDavid really tore it up early but you sensed he tired a bit by 
the semis and final,” one scout says. “Wright actually got better as the 
tournament went along and he was really working with some handicaps.” 

Though he seemed potentially set up to disappoint, Wright makes the 
case that the under-18 tournament was something like his time in Don 
Mills — the surrounding talent gave him a chance not only to succeed but 
draw out the best of his game. “Playing with the high-end guys definitely 
makes things a lot easier,” he says. “We could really kind of feed off each 
other, make reads off each other and build that chemistry really quickly. 
The guys who are going to be high draft picks, they see things out there 
and really are able to think the game, even going fast.” 

Y ou might presume that it would be easy this fall for Wright to step back 
into the OHL, but like the opening game of the season he has been solid, 
with a shining moment on occasion, but neither dominant nor 
spectacular. It hasn’t been like flipping a switch. 

Despite their lofty preseason rankings and the romp in the opener, the 
Frontenacs crashed in their next two games that weekend: a 7–2 loss at 
home to Mississauga and then, even more shockingly, a 4–3 loss in 
Ottawa to the 67’s team they manhandled 48 hours earlier. They 
rebounded, winning their next three games, but Wright was held off the 
scoresheet in the last of those, a 5–1 win over Peterborough. Granted, 
it’s a small sample (even if it represents a tenth of the regular season) 
but Wright’s two goals and four assists through six games puts him 
slightly off the pace from his rookie season as a 15-year-old on a team 
that was ranked in nobody’s top 10 in the league, never mind nationally. 

Lately, Wright has been skating between left winger Martin Chromiak and 
Matthew Soto on the right side. Chromiak, one of Kingston’s imports and 
a fifth-round pick of Los Angeles in the 2020 NHL Draft, seems like a 
worthy complement for Wright, but Soto is a 16-year-old, the Frontenacs’ 
first round pick this spring, and as such is seeing the OHL game up close 
for the first time. 

Said one scout who has viewed Kingston a couple of times since the 
opener: “It really wasn’t the energy I expected from Wright but to be fair 
it’s not been the energy I’d have expected from everybody. The game’s 
back but is it the same as before? Not really. Probably won’t be for a 
while. Where [Wright’s] game is come December will be interesting — 
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what he plays like at world juniors. What he did at U18s was no fluke, no 
once-in-a-lifetime thing.” 

A player who got an early start to his junior career but is taking longer to 
have the impact he and others expected than he might’ve hoped. For 
Shane Wright, getting back on the bicycle hasn’t been quite as simple for 
him as learning to ride in the first place. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After making history, Markstrom and Flames still hungry to 
achieve more 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisOctober 31, 2021, 2:41 AM 

 

The goalie made Flames history, as did the team. 

It’s getting kind of spooky how good these Calgary Flames are playing 
these days. 

As the first goalie in franchise lore to rack up three shutouts in a four-
game span, Jacob Markstrom helped stake the 6-1-1 Flames to their best 
October ever. 

They haven’t trailed a game since their season opener and they’ve won 
six in a row to sit atop the Pacific division. They’re third in the NHL. For a 
team with a long history of poor starts – they hadn't won more than five of 
their opening ten in a decade – things couldn’t possibly be any better 
around the Dome these days. 

Yet, true to the form you’d expect from a team coached by Darryl Sutter, 
none of the Flames were ready to punctuate Saturday’s 4-0 win over 
Philadelphia with any semblance of a celebration. 

“We haven’t done much – there’s a lot of games left,” shrugged 
Markstrom, who has stopped 126 of his last 127 shots. “Come springtime 
we have to be our best team and play our best hockey. It’s a good start 
and we’ve put ourselves in a good position so far. But I don’t think 
anyone is happy. Those who were here last year have a sour taste and 
remember it was no fun at all. 

“Everybody is hungry and our system is more down to the team now, and 
Darryl had a full training camp with us.” 

Sutter’s focus before the game revolved around preventing the age-old 
letdown that generally comes following a road trip as successful as their 
5-0 jaunt through the east. 

Mission accomplished, which is saying something for a team that also 
has a recent history of following up torrid stretches with abysmal 
tailspins. 

Not on this night. 

Midway through Saturday’s fast, tight-checking matchup the visitors had 
just four shots on goal – a testament to the detail-oriented style the 
Flames now employ as fore-checking freaks. 

The Flames' sublime puck movement all night long finally paid off midway 
through the game when Sean Monahan snapped a scoreless tie by 
redirecting a stellar Rasmus Andersson pass from the point past Carter 
Hart. 

Demoted to a fourth-line checking role between Milan Lucic and Trevor 
Lewis most of the season, it was Monahan’s first goal of the year, coming 
on the power play where the 27-year-old coming off hip surgery has 
maintained his position on the first unit. 

“It was obviously nice to put one in,” said Monahan, whose club enjoyed 
a 20-4 shot advantage at that point. “Good timing to do it. It put us up 
one, and we carried on from that.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

A three-time 30-goal scorer, Monahan insisted there’s nothing frustrating 
about his new lot in life. 

“No, it hasn’t been frustrating at all,” said Monahan, who added a superb 
assist on Matthew Tkachuk’s third period goal and was stopped on 
several good scoring chances. 

“It’s never frustrating when you’re winning games. We have a good team 
and we just won six in a row. We’re still not satisfied with what we’re 
doing, but we’re on the right page right now.” 

Markstrom continues to be one of the biggest stories of the season, 
extending his shutout streak to 134:35 with a 20-save effort that was 
markedly different than the 45-save heist in Pittsburgh two nights earlier. 

Unquestionably the league’s first star of the week, unless of course you 
consider the heroism of Kyle Beach. 

In a defensive system like Sutter’s, the team has proven already to be 
comfortable clinging to one goal leads like they did until midway through 
the third when Tkachuk completed a pretty passing play with Elias 
Lindholm on the power play. 

An empty netter by Mikael Backlund was followed by a snipe by Johnny 
Gaudreau that extended his point streak to seven games. 

Everyone is getting in on the action, which has to make a team with a 
plus-14 differential one of the most surprising revelations early on. 

And yes, the lads are right, it’s early. 

“We were pretty good,” said Sutter, with rare public praise. “These guys 
went through a lot. That’s eight games in 15 days with a lot of time 
zones, a lot of late nights and a lot of travel. So it has to be a team game 
to win.” 

It has been, but backed brilliantly by a Six Million Dollar Man who is 
sporting a 0.25 GAA and .992 save percentage over his last four. 

“The other night was more physical but mentally you’re in it,” said 
Markstrom, asked to compare his last two shutouts. “Today was more 
mental. Stay focused and don’t get derailed and watch our guys play 
great in front of me. I don’t mind at all.” 

A crowd of 15, 319 – almost 4,000 under capacity – didn’t mind either, as 
the entertainment value was high. 

“Our group is hungry and the coaches have us in a good mindset where 
you want to start games the right way,” said Monahan, whose club hosts 
Nashville Tuesday. “When you do that we’re starting to learn to play with 
leads. That’s crucial at important times of the season.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames union rep Backlund addresses accusations Fehr knew 
about abuse allegations 

 

Mikael Backlund 

 

TSN Hockey Insider Pierre LeBrun is reporting that the National Hockey 
League Players Association’s executive board will hold a meeting on 
Monday, where executive director Donald Fehr will field questions about  
about the alleged abuse Kyle Beach suffered while with the Chicago 
Blackhawks in 2010. 
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TSN spoke with Calgary Flames NHLPA representative Mikael Backlund 
on the allegations levied against Fehr and the role of the union.  

TSN: Mikael, did you read the report or watch the interview with Kyle 
Beach and if you did, what were your thoughts? 

MB: I haven’t read the full hundred-page report, but I’ve read things and 
seen clips on social media, on TV and my reaction is just sad about what 
happened. I feel really bad that Kyle had to go through that and didn’t get 
the help he should have gotten. That shouldn’t happen. I’m happy it 
came out and that people that didn’t stand up for him were 
acknowledged. It was brave of him to come out, too. He’s definitely 
gonna help some other kids or players if they’ve been through it to come 
out, seek help, and get the bad people out of the game. 

TSN: One of the things that came out this week was that perhaps the 
NHLPA knew, be it Donald Fehr or doctors, about the abuse Kyle 
received but didn’t necessarily act on it. Do you think the NHLPA should 
have done more and do you have a thought as to the leadership of the 
NHLPA and its role? 

MB: I don’t know the full story on what happened with the PA. There’s 
going to be a call tomorrow. Unfortunately, I’m not gonna make it 
because of family reasons, but it’s an important call. If the PA knew about 
it and he reached out, they should have done something of course. They 
should definitely have helped Kyle. I mean, it’s the players’ union. That 
being said, I don’t know what happened and what he said and who he 
talked to – if it was Donald Fehr or not. I’m sure we’ll get to know more 
tomorrow. I don’t know the full story on that part. 

TSN: If you were in that meeting or if you could ask Donald Fehr 
questions, what would they be? 

MB: Probably all players just want to know what happened. Who did 
[Kyle] talk to? Who did he reach out to? Just kind of, ‘Did you know? 
What did you guys do?’ That kind of stuff. 

TSN: Does something like this make you question the resources or the 
ability of the PA to step up for players if it’s known that they knew [about 
Beach] and didn’t act? Does that maybe shake your confidence in the 
PA? 

MB: I don’t know. I don’t know if there’s been an investigation or other 
reports into what actually happened with the PA. Until I fully know for fact 
what happened, I’ll have a better answer. 

TSN: Finally, did the team talk about this at all? Was this mentioned in 
the dressing room at all? 

MB: Yeah, the guys talked about it. It was big news. It’s a sad story. This 
shouldn’t happen and should have been dealt with 10, 11 years ago. It 
should never have happened in the first place and since it did, it should 
have been taken care of. Guys talked about it. Not as much now, but 
definitely when the report came out and the investigation came out. We 
had a little bit of a team talk about it. Everyone knew what happened and 
it’s good we talked to each other about it. 
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