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Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvies makes his point early: He wants to stay on the roster 

By Chip Alexander 

Seth Jarvis had the ice all to himself in a darkened PNC 
Arena on Sunday. 

It has become NHL tradition that rookies go on the ice first to 
skate a “solo lap” when they’re making their NHL debut. 
Jarvis said afterward that he had one thought on his mind as 
the spotlights followed him around the ice: 

“Don’t fall on the puck and don’t toe-pick,” Jarvis said, 
smiling. 

Jarvis might have had in mind Brandon Duhaime of the 
Minnesota Wild, a rookie forward who stumbled on his solo 
earlier this season when he tripped over a puck. 

Jarvis was fine, though, no stumbles. 

“After I got past that I was super excited,” Jarvis said. 

Soon, Jarvis was taking the ice again for his first shift 
alongside center Derek Stepan and winger Steven Lorentz. 
He also had another quick thought: “Holy crap, I’m in the 
NHL.” 

“After that I calmed my emotions and it was just another 
hockey game,” Jarvis said. 

Well, maybe. 

“Just another hockey game” became the Canes’ eighth 
straight win, a 2-1 comeback victory decided by Brett 
Pesce’s power-play goal with 2:27 remaining in regulation. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour showed his confidence and 
trust in his second power-play unit, sending it out first after 
Andrei Svechnikov had drawn a cross-checking penalty. 
Another sign of trust: Jarvis was on it. 

Jarvis, 19, was in the lineup Sunday after forward Nino 
Niederreiter when down Friday against Chicago with a lower-
body injury that Brind’Amour said will keep him out a few 
weeks. While slotted on the fourth line, Jarvis did slip into 
Niederreiter’s slot on the power play. 

Positioned on the left side of the umbrella set, Jarvis had the 
secondary assist as Pesce got off a one-timer from the point 
that nicked the right shoulder of goalie Karel Vejmelka. 

Just like that: First game, first NHL point. 

“From the first day of (training) camp, he stood out to me,” 
Pesce said. “He’s not the biggest guy but he’s not afraid to 
get into those corners and get feisty. He’s got tons of skill 
and you love seeing guys compete in those corners and win 
puck battles.” 

Brind’Amour likes seeing it, too. He realizes Jarvis has a lot 
of skill. That’s a big reason the Canes took the speedy 5-9, 
175-pound forward in the first round of the 2020 NHL Draft, 
the 13th overall pick. But to play for Brind’Amour, that 
compete factor, all over the ice, has to be there. 

Brind’Amour’s assessment of the rookie’s debut? 

“First game with no nerves at all. I think that’s what makes 
him special,” BrindAmour said Sunday. “He’s out there at the 
end, on the power play and in big, huge moments making 
plays. It was a great game for him especially for a first one.” 

While Jarvis had that “holy crap” moment on his first shift, he 
also had a welcome-to-the-NHL moment. Coyotes forward 
Jay Beagle sent him to the ice in front of the benches early in 
the game. 

“I realized I was playing with men again,” Jarvis said. “It was 
definitely a wake-up moment, but it was something I 
needed.” 

Jarvis was active and engaged in his 10 minutes of ice time. 
He nearly scored in the second period although he didn’t 
have the “puck luck” of the Wild’s Duhaime, who scored his 
first NHL goal when he dropped his stick near the crease, 
leaned over to pick it up and had a shot go off his skate. 

But Jarvis will get his in time, and should have more games 
to play with Niederreiter out. 

Jarvis, asked about Niederreiter’s injury, said he hoped the 
winger would be back “as soon as possible.” Neiderreiter had 
joined center Jordan Staal and winger Jesper Fast on the 
Canes’ steadiest line in the early season. Losing him is a big 
loss, Brind’Amour said again Sunday. 

For much of camp, the question was whether the Canes 
would keep Jarvis on the roster this season or return him to 
his junior team, the Portland Winterhawks of the Western 
Hockey League — the Canes’ only two options. Jarvis can 
play nine NHL games before the first year of his entry-level 
contact activates. 

Early in training camp, Jarvis said his goal was to “make the 
team” and stay on the Canes roster all season. 

“I’ll do everything in my power to make my way on there and 
make their decision as hard as possible,” he said in an N&O 
interview. “I want to put my best foot forward and show what 
I can do.” 

Sunday was a good start. 
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Monthly Performance Review: October 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes are off to their best 
start in franchise history. The team is 8-0-0. They're the only 
team to make it through the entire month without a loss. 

If someone had told you this time last month that that would 
be the case, would you believe them? 

There's a strong belief throughout the fanbase, so for some 
of you, that answer is probably yes. 

For others, well, seeing is believing. 

How did we get here? Let's take a look. 

Frederik Andersen:  

This time last month there were plenty of questions regarding 
Don Waddell's thought process for the Hurricanes 
goaltending situation entering this season. 

There are far less questions now. 

Now, that doesn't mean that questions won't arise as the 
season continues to progress, but for the here and now, 
Frederik Andersen has let his play do the talking. He's the 
only netminder in the league with seven wins. Among 
goaltenders that have played five games, his 1.29 goals 
against average (GAA) ranks tops in the NHL. His .956 save 
percentage (SV%) sits just .001 behind the top spot, which 
belongs to Jacob Markstrom of Calgary, who has played 
fewer games than Andersen. 

"He's been a rock, for sure. You're not going to win that 
many games in a row without great goaltending and he's 
been just that. He's been everything that's advertised about 
him. He's just a good dude and he's been really good for us." 
- Jordan Staal on Andersen, following his 3-0 shutout of the 
Boston Bruins on October 28. 

It appears as if the 32-year-old Dane is hitting his stride and 
finding a nice groove as we turn the calendar month to 
November. Playing in just two preseason contests and then 
fending off two strong teams in New York (Islanders) and 
Nashville to start the season, the Canes offseason signing 
has his feet wet and now held Montreal, Columbus, Toronto, 
Boston and Arizona to just one goal or less. 

There's plenty of reason to trust and be optimistic about 
Andersen as we move into the 13 games in the next 30 days. 
Of that batch, there is just one back-to-back set, so there's 
room to believe Andersen will be given the reigns to run with 
his hot start.  

Team Culture & Chemistry 

In addition to the team's netminders, there were question 
marks galore going into this campaign about how this team 
would operate. How would the blue line perform with four of 
the team's seven defensemen being completely new to the 
organization? There was understanding that likely three of 
the four would be in the lineup every night and to date that's 
been Ethan Bear, Ian Cole and Tony DeAngelo. 

Similarly, up front, Derek Stepan was coming in and going to 
anchor a line right away. How was 21-year-old Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi going to come in and play after the whole offer 
sheet saga? 

For most of the aforementioned names, each of them have 
met or surpassed expectations. It took Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour just one regular season contest to give a post-
game speech with the clear message of "we're not new guys 
anymore". Everyone's come together as one unit and that's 
perhaps been the biggest reasoning why the team is where 
they are right now. 

Comparisons can kill, but this Canes team is not built around 
one player. Many would argue that Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov are still underrated league-wide, and 
while many would consider them legitimate NHL stars, this 
team isn't built around those two men. There's no egos 
present amongst the group. Who else can we thank for that? 
Jordan Staal. A true culture carrier of Rod Brind'Amour's 
direction, the combination of the two, along with an evident 
willingness by players playing for one another on the team, 
it's a wonderful thing to see. 

"It's everything. It's a belief in what you're doing and it comes 
from within. It's not the words that you say, it's not the 
sayings on the wall, it's believing in all of that. It takes time, 
especially with new guys. They hear it and they see it, but 
they don't necessarily believe it yet. That takes time. That's 
why when you bring a bunch of new guys in, that's the 
concern. Can they get to believe in what we're trying to do. I 
have no problem with the guys that have been here, because 
they're the guys that have forged this culture we talk about it. 
It's just getting the new guys to believe it, and that's the 
challenge." - Rod Brind'Amour on what "culture" means to 
him following practice on October 4, in the midst of training 
camp and preseason action. 

Miscellaneous High Notes: 

On top of the Frederik Anderen's exceptional performances 
and the collective effort, there have been numerous others 
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that deserve recognition. To quickly touch on each, here are 
some other things that have caught attention: 

 Tony DeAngelo has nine points in eight games. His 
five power play points are tied for the league best 
among all defenseman. 

 Jaccob Slavin continues to prove that he's one of 
the best in the league in terms of defensive stick 
work, night in and night out. 

 What a start for Jesper Fast. His three goals in the 
team's first four games were instrumental in those 
victories. 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi getting his first goal in Montreal 
to put the icing on the cake for a victory was 
something out of a movie. 

 Ethan Bear appears to be blossoming into 
something really special. He's only getting more 
comfortable as each game passes, it appears. 

All of the above listed items blended together have led to 
history for the team, a flawless start that hasn't happened in 
the entire history of this organization. It's far too soon to be 
discussing playoffs and beyond but for those that have been 
around the team since the start, it's wild to put into 
perspective that what this team is doing hadn't been done by 
the team that won the Stanley Cup in 2006 and hadn't been 
done any other team over the years. 

Let's enjoy these moments. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 2, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes, Panthers built to maintain success after fast starts 

By Rocky Thompson  

The Coaches Room is a regular feature throughout the 2021-
22 season by one of two former NHL coaches and 
assistants, who will turn their critical gaze to the game and 
explain it through the lens of a teacher. 

In this edition, Rocky Thompson, who was an assistant with 
the Edmonton Oilers in 2014-15 and an associate coach with 
the San Jose Sharks in 2020-21, takes a closer look at the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who are the only undefeated team in 
the NHL, and Florida Panthers, who were undefeated before 
a shootout loss to the Boston Bruins on Saturday. 

It's no accident that the Carolina Hurricanes (8-0-0) and 
Florida Panthers (8-0-1) have started the season strong; and 
the underlying factors in how they've raced out of the gate 
suggest optimism for their early success to continue. 

The Hurricanes entered the season with several changes 
among their defensemen after Dougie Hamilton signed a 
seven-year contract with the New Jersey Devils on July 28. It 
was a significant loss; but trying to minimize the damage, the 
Hurricanes signed right-shot defenseman Tony DeAngelo to 
a one-year contract the same day. DeAngelo has scored 
nine points (two goals, seven assists) in eight games so far, 
which has lessened the blow of losing Hamilton. 

Also, the additions of defensemen Ian Cole and Ethan Bear 
have been helpful with Cole bringing a physical edge and 
championship experience and Bear continuing to grow as an 
effective puck mover. Combine them with No. 1 defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, No. 2 Brent Pesce, and No. 3 Brady Skjei, 
who are each 6-foot-3 and over 200 pounds, and that's a 
solid group. 

The Hurricanes traded forward Warren Foegele to the 
Edmonton Oilers for Bear on July 28 and lost forward Brock 
McGinn, who signed a four-year contract with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on the same day. Those are two significant losses 
in their bottom six because they were possession players 
who provided consistent secondary offense. 

Still, the integrity of their forward group is intact. It's a skilled 
group with players coming into their primes who can play a 
structured game. Coach Rod Brind'Amour has them playing 
very aggressively in all three zones. They mix in physicality 
to go with their overall speed, and they pressure pucks hard. 
They're not a big banging team but they do finish checks and 
they're smart about it, trying to take away a lot of time and 
space. Rarely, if ever, will they be outworked. 

One thing that really helps them is back pressure and 
tracking from forwards. That pops for me; from the first line to 
the fourth they are hunting the puck carrier. This helps their 
defensemen by disrupting so many plays by back checking 
hard through the neutral zone. 

Carolina's five-man connection and the transition to offense 
has also been excellent early in the season. I expect their 
skill and strong net presence to continue making an impact. 
Players like Jordan Staal, Vincent Trocheck, Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen, they all have a 
nose for the net complemented by their elite skill which 
makes each difficult to defend. 

Perhaps the most important factor for Carolina's continued 
success this season is the play of goalie Frederik Andersen 
(7-0-0, 1.29 goals-against average, .956 save percentage). 
He's on fire. The Hurricanes probably should have lost a 
game or two, but Andersen has been lights out so far. 

With the Panthers, I see a similarly deep roster, without a big 
superstar, though forwards Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan 
Huberdeau, and defenseman Aaron Ekblad are fast 
approaching that status. What Florida has done is insulate its 
young, or previously unwanted or under-appreciated players 
from other teams, with their core pieces and created four 
powerful attack lines. 

The Panthers are using Barkov with Carter Verhaeghe and 
Anthony Duclair. Sam Bennett centers the second line with 
Huberdeau and Owen Tippett. Verhaeghe's three goals and 
three assists, Duclair's six goals and one assist and Bennett 
's four goals and three assists in eight wins and one overtime 
loss are like found money and help illustrate why Florida has 
had so much early success this season. 

Not to be ignored is the addition of forward Sam Reinhart, 
who's arguably a first-line player. Along with linemates 
Mason Marchment and Eetu Luostarinen, the Panthers' third 
line has provided considerable production early on, 
combining for five goals. 

The Panthers' two pillars on defense are Ekblad and 
MacKenzie Weegar. They play in all situations and are one 
of the best defense pairings in the League. On the second 
pairing with Radko Gudas, I see some more found money 
with the way Gustav Forsling is playing. 

With seven assists in nine games, he's utilizing his biggest 
weapon, speed, to fuel quick transition and offensive zone 
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activation. His ability to close distance is also noticeable in 
eliminating time and space for the opposition. 

With all that depth, Florida's style is a little different than 
Carolina's, but no less successful. Their forecheck relies on 
pressure, stick positioning and anticipation more than 
physicality. Marchment throws the body around but he's 
really the only one. The reality is they don't have to because 
they have the puck most of the game. It's a small sample 
size but Florida is generating chances and has the best shot-
attempts percentage, 56.0, in the NHL. 

All that said, one of Florida's biggest strengths this season 
that was less so last season is that the real Sergei 
Bobrovsky has showed up (6-0-0, 1.81 GAA, .944 save 
percentage). The goalie is locked in and appears he wants to 
silence his critics. Spencer Knight (2-0-1, 1.95 GAA, .929 

save percentage) has also played well. Goaltending has 
been a huge benefit for the Panthers and helps to build team 
confidence early. 

The Panthers do, however, have a unique challenge in front 
of them with Andrew Brunette taking over after Joel 
Quenneville resigned as coach in the wake of the Chicago 
Blackhawks' sexual assault investigation involving Kyle 
Beach and then-video coach Brad Aldrich. With Brunette, 
they will have consistency in messaging, which is important. 
They do have a crucial decision on who will lead this team 
moving forward, but the goaltending, the possession 
numbers and the eye test all lead in one direction, that 
Florida appears to be the real deal to me. 
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Weekend Sports in Brief 

MLB 

ATLANTA (AP) — Just in time, Carlos Correa and the 
Houston Astros broke out the bats. 

Because if they had waited any longer, this World Series 
would’ve been over. 

Staggered by Adam Duvall’s grand slam in the first inning, 
Correa and Alex Bregman ended their slumps in a hurry. 
They kept swinging, refusing to let their season slip away 
and rallying past the Atlanta Braves 9-5 early Monday to cut 
their Series deficit to 3-2. 

The Braves might not admit it was a deflating defeat, their 
66-year-old manager Brian Snitker is too steady and savvy 
for that. But by any measure in the Analytics Age, this had to 
sting. 

Correa, moved up to third in the lineup for Game 5 while 
Bregman was dropped to seventh, delivered three hits. 
Martin Maldonado found three different ways to drive in runs 
and pinch-hitter Marwin Gonzalez blooped a two-out, two-run 
single in the fifth inning for a 7-5 lead. 

A matchup of bullpens turned into the first high-scoring game 
of this Fall Classic, and the highest-scoring team in the 
majors this year won it. 

Game 6 is Tuesday in Houston. 

BOSTON (AP) — Jerry Remy, a Boston Red Sox second 
baseman who went on to become a local icon as a television 
broadcaster, has died of cancer. He was 68. 

The Red Sox confirmed that Remy died on Saturday night. 
He had a long and public struggle with lung cancer, and drew 
thunderous applause at Fenway Park earlier this month 
when he threw out the ceremonial first pitch at a playoff 
game while using an oxygen tube. 

Remy was a former smoker who had a yearslong battle with 
lung cancer, including surgery for the disease in November 
2008. His struggle with the illness was well known to 
baseball fans. Support from Red Sox fans helped him as he 
underwent years of treatments for the disease, he told 
reporters in 2018. 

Remy had spent 10 seasons in the majors — the first three 
with the California Angels and the last seven with Boston — 
before retiring after the Red Sox released him on Dec. 10, 
1985. Remy hit .275 with seven homers and 329 RBIs in 
1,154 games. 

NHL 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Defenseman Brett Pesce scored a 
power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation and the Carolina 
Hurricanes remained undefeated with a 2-1 victory over the 
winless Arizona Coyotes on Sunday.  

The Hurricanes are 8-0-0, extending the best start to a 
season in franchise history. 

Martin Necas scored the other goal and set up Pesce’s game 
winner. Frederik Andersen stopped 22 shots for his seventh 
win. 

Rookie Karel Vejmelka made 37 saves for the Coyotes, 0-8-
1. Christian Fischer gave the Coyotes a 1-0 lead. 

Pesce’s first goal of the season allowed him to become the 
14th different Carolina player with at least one goal. 

It was the first game in NHL history between an undefeated 
team having played seven or more games against a winless 
team with at least seven games, according to NHL Stats. 

NASCAR 

MARTINSVILLE, Va. (AP) — The desperation of NASCAR’s 
playoffs erupted Sunday at Martinsville Speedway, where 
non-playoff driver Alex Bowman spun Denny Hamlin to set 
up an overtime victory in a wild finish for the final spot in the 
championship finale.  

Hamlin led 103 laps and was out front with six to go when 
Bowman, who was not eligible to move on to the 
championship, wiggled and bumped Hamlin out of his way. It 
sent the race into overtime and Bowman held off Kyle Busch 
and Brad Keselowski to win.  

The victory by Bowman prevented one of the other playoff 
drivers from winning the race and locking up a slot in next 
Sunday in the winner-take-all championship at sold-out 
Phoenix Raceway. A victory by Busch or Keselowski would 
have pushed either into the finale.  

Kyle Larson, reigning champion Chase Elliott, Hamlin and 
Martin Truex Jr. will race for the title in a matchup of a pair of 
Chevrolets from Hendrick Motorsports against a pair of 
Toyotas from Joe Gibbs Racing.  

GOLF 

Lucas Herbert had two birdies during the toughest, wind-
blown stretch of Port Royal and held steady to the end 
Sunday for a 2-under 69 to win the Butterfield Bermuda 
Championship. 
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Herbert closed with four pars to hold off Danny Lee (71) and 
Patrick Reed, who finished with four birdies over his last six 
holes for a 65 and then waited to see if it would be enough. 

Herbert, the 25-year-old Australian who won the Irish Open 
earlier this year, stayed in front by closing with two good par 
saves and missing a pair of 7-foot birdie attempts he didn’t 
need. 

His first PGA Tour victory, and third worldwide, sends him to 
the Masters for the first time. 

The wind and rain, which caused tee times to be moved up, 
was as fierce as advertised, and play was halted briefly 
without having to bring the players off the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolina faces Chicago, aims for 4th straight road win 

Carolina Hurricanes (8-0-0, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Chicago Blackhawks (1-7-2, seventh in the Central) 

Chicago; Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blackhawks +130, 
Hurricanes -155; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hits the road against Chicago 
aiming to extend its three-game road winning streak. 

Chicago finished 24-25-7 overall and 13-11-4 at home a 
season ago. The Blackhawks scored 159 total goals last 
season, 38 on power plays and three shorthanded. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall a season ago while going 
16-9-3 on the road. Goalies for the Hurricanes allowed 2.2 
goals on 28.1 shots per game last season. 

In their last meeting on Oct. 29, Carolina won 6-3. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Riley Stillman: day to day (health 
protocols), Jujhar Khaira: day to day (health protocols), Tyler 
Johnson: day to day (neck), Henrik Borgstrom: day to day 
(health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Nino Niederreiter: out (lower-body). 
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes back on top; Markstrom drives Flames’ climb 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Carolina Hurricanes are back in the top spot thanks to a 
perfect 8-0-0 start through the month of October. 

Elsewhere, the St. Louis Blues continue to benefit from a 
trade they did not make, while the Calgary Flames make a 
big climb thanks to Jacob Markstrom turning into a brick wall. 

We look at all of those teams and more. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last week: 2). If Frederik Andersen 
is good, this team is going to be one of the league’s best. 
This start is no fluke. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 1). Why did Joel Quenneville coach 
on Wednesday? A black eye on an otherwise great start to 
the season. 

3. St. Louis Blues (LW: 5). Bet they are glad they did not 
trade Vladimir Tarasenko. Bet a lot of teams are wishing they 
had traded for Vladimir Tarasenko when they had the chance 
to buy low with him. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 4). Since the start of the 2020-21 
season Connor McDavid has 121 points in 63 regular season 
games. That is 1.92 points per game. That is a 158 point 
pace per 82 games. Ridiculous production. 

5. Calgary Flames (LW: 17). Jacob Markstrom is almost 
entirely responsible for this current ranking and this six-game 
winning streak they are entering the week with. 

6. New York Rangers (LW: 6). Igor Shesterkin is almost 
entirely responsible for this current ranking. The Rangers 
have some flaws and question marks, but they also have a 
lot of All-Stars and top-line talent. Shesterkin is the most 
game-changing of them all right now given the position he 
plays and its importance. 

7. Washington Capitals (LW: 9). Alex Ovechkin enters the 
week with nine goals in his first eight games. He is 36 years 
old and not slowing down. 

8. New York Islanders (LW: 10). After dropping back-to-back 
games to open the season the Islanders are on a five-game 
point streak, earning eight out of a possible 10 points in the 
process. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 13). Slow start, but they are 
starting to get it together with or without Nikita Kucherov. 

10. Boston Bruins (LW: 7). Linus Ullmark has been really 
good so far, which is a promising development. 

11. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 16). They are getting the 
goaltending they need and Cam Atkinson has been a 
sensational pickup for them. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 3). They have lost three games 
in a row after a strong start, but they are finally starting to get 
some players back. That will help. 

13. Colorado Avalanche (14). They are starting to stack 
points after a slow start. Still the most talented roster in the 
league. 

14. New Jersey Devils (LW: 15). Jack Hughes being 
sidelined is a problem, but Dougie Hamilton has been a 
game-changer for their defense. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 23). They are starting to 
trend in the right direction. Good sign for when they start 
getting their top players back in the lineup. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 20). Kyle Connor is a star and 
Pierre-Luc Dubois‘ bounce back season continues. Both 
great signs for this team. 

17. Minnesota Wild (LW: 8). Kirill Kaprizov has yet to score a 
goal this season, but he has 26 shots on goal. Eventually 
they will start going in the net. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 18). They have not yet 
found any consistency but they are staying competitive 
thanks to some strong goaltending and Patrik Laine. 

19. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 22). Even with back-to-back 
wins this team still seems like it is far away from where it 
needs to be and wants to be. 

20. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 24). Still the most stunning start in 
the league, but it still seems like a mirage. Sorry, Buffalo. We 
have seen this from the Sabres before early in the season. I 
am not a believer here. 

21. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 21). This team plays hard and 
has some actual building blocks. Better days are ahead, Red 
Wings fans. 

22. San Jose Sharks (LW: 11). Strong start, but things are 
starting to rapidly cool off here. Roster still has a lot of flaws. 

23. Nashville Predators (LW: 28). Nice little winning streak 
this week, but this is still going to be a goalie dependent 
team. And even with great goaltending they are still only .500 
right now. 
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24. Seattle Kraken (LW: 26). They have been carrying the 
play a bit recently and showing some potential to be a 
competitive team this season. They are not going to be an 
easy win for anybody. 

25. Dallas Stars (LW: 12). Very disappointing start for the 
Stars, who have yet to win a game in regulation this season. 
They need Tyler Seguin and Alexander Radulov to heat up 
soon. 

26. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 19). Point of concern: They 
have .923 goaltending from Thatcher Demko and Jaroslav 
Halak and still only won three of their first nine games. That 
level of goaltending should produce more wins. 

27. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 27). Some big injuries on 
defense are really going to put their depth there to the test. 

28. Ottawa Senators (LW: 25). Matt Murrary has the big 
contract, but Filip Gustavsson might be the answer in goal 
here. 

29. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 29). At this point the only thing that 
matters here is Trevor Zegras, Jamie Drysdale, and Mason 
McTavish showing continued development. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 30). The key for the Canadiens 
this season was going to be Cole Caufield and Nick Suzuki 
taking big steps forward. They have zero goals — combined 
— in the first 10 games. And now Caufield has been sent 
down to the AHL. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). Just a badly overmatched 
roster pretty much every night. We knew this was going to be 
an ugly season. But this ugly? 

32. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 32). How bad is this situation? 
Marc-Andre Fleury said this week it is difficult to keep 
smiling. Read that again. Marc-Andre Fleury is having 
trouble smiling.
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes roll to No. 1 after going undefeated in October 

By Austin Nivison  

The first month of the NHL season is in the books, and we're 
starting to get more of an understanding of each team. Even 
though it's still early, a couple of clear contenders are 
starting to emerge. 

The NHL now has just one undefeated team left: the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

They have picked up right where they left off as one of the 
most dominant teams in the league. Also featured in the top 
five this week are the Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames. 
The Battle for Alberta is setting up for some classic games 
this season. 

At the other end of that spectrum, there are a few teams that 
already look lost. The Coyotes and Blackhawks remain 
winless, and the Canadiens keep getting shelled on a regular 
basis. 

The real question that remains now is what to make of the 
teams in the middle. A number of teams have gotten off to 
inconsistent starts and are still looking for their identity, and 
that's where a lot of the intrigue lies in weeks leading up to 
Thanksgiving. 

Here are the full NHL power rankings as we enter the month 
of November:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Hurricanes  

The Hurricanes are the last 
remaining undefeated team in 
the NHL, and they were a perfect 
8-0 in the month of October. 
Everything is clicking for 
Carolina, including the 
goaltending. Some eyes were 
rolled, including those of yours 
truly, when the Canes ditched a 
perfectly fine goaltending 
tandem to get Freddie Andersen. 
However, he's been fantastic 
through seven starts.  

2  
8-0-
0  

2  Panthers  

Florida's undefeated start came 
to an end with a shootout loss to 
the Bruins on Saturday, but the 
Panthers are still playing like an 
elite team. A big question 
moving forward will be how the 
team responds to the departure 
of head coach Joel Quenneville, 
who stepped down as a result of 

1  
8-0-
1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

the Chicago Blackhawks sexual 
abuse scandal.  

3  Oilers  

The engine driving this hot start 
for the Oilers is a power play that 
has converted on 47.8% of its 
opportunities. That number will 
come down throughout the year, 
but the trio of Connor McDavid, 
Leon Draisitl and Zach Hyman 
make that unit an absolute 
nightmare for even the grittiest 
penalty kill.  

2  
7-1-
0  

4  Blues  

I've made it clear that I'm 
suspicious about this start from 
the Blues based on some of their 
underlying numbers, but they 
continue to win, and that should 
be rewarded. On top of that, 
Vladimir Tarasenko looks fully 
healthy and very motivated. 
That's a dangerous combination.  

7  
6-1-
0  

5  Flames  

Goaltender Jacob Markstrom is 
now making it look easy in net. 
He already has three shutouts 
on the season, and the Flames 
are playing improved defense in 
front of him. Combine that with a 
quick start from Johnny 
Gaudreau, and Calgary is 
quickly rising up the standings 
and these rankings.  

10  
6-1-
1  

6  Rangers  

The Rangers are now 6-1-0 in 
their last seven games, and they 
are being paced by reigning 
Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox. 
He already has eight points and 
seems determined to build on his 
phenomenal 2020-21 season.  

2  
6-2-
1  

7  Capitals  

This might just become a weekly 
ode to Alex Ovechkin. He simply 
cannot stop scoring. The 36-
year-old winger has nine goals 

2  
5-1-
3  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

and 15 points in eight games, 
and he is still a blast to watch. 
Ovi has the Capitals rolling right 
now, and they still haven't lost in 
regulation. They'll be tough to 
beat as long as Ovechkin is 
playing at this level.  

8  Avalanche  

Colorado went 2-1 this past 
week, and things are starting to 
look up in the Mile High City. The 
Avalanche played well in all 
three games, and Nathan 
MacKinnon is dishing to the tune 
of eight assists in six games 
played. Are the Avs starting to 
find their groove? If so, that's 
bad news for the rest of the 
league.  

2  
4-4-
0  

9  Bruins  

The Bruins only notched one win 
in three games over the last 
seven days, but all three of those 
contests were against the top 
two teams in these power 
rankings. We won't punish 
Boston too much for that. Plus, 
the Bruins were able to hand the 
Panthers their first loss of the 
season on Saturday night.  

5  
4-3-
0  

10 Wild  

Minnesota has now lost three of 
their last four games, and they 
haven't played very well in that 
stretch. Kirill Kaprizov has yet to 
find the back of the net, but that 
should change in the near future. 
He's tied for the team lead in 
shots on goal, so expect his luck 
to turn in the near future.  

8  
5-3-
0  

11 
Maple 
Leafs  

The Leafs suffered a concerning 
loss to the Hurricanes last week, 
but fortunately for them they ran 
into one of the NHL's best slump 
busters, the Blackhawks. 
Toronto scored a thrilling 
overtime win in that game before 
taking down the Red Wings over 
the weekend. The Maple Leafs 
will be tested more this week 
with games against three 
preseason Stanley Cup 
favorites.  

1  
4-4-
1  

12 
Golden 
Knights  

In last week's rankings, I said 
that Vegas just needed to find 
ways to win until they get 

2  
4-4-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

healthier. They did just that by 
winning three in a row. They 
weren't all pretty, but the Golden 
Knights won't be picky about 
how the wins come as they wait 
for some better health and/or a 
Jack Eichel trade.  

13 Lightning  

The Lightning started last week 
by getting smacked, 5-1, at the 
hands of the Buffalo Sabres. The 
Bolts washed that taste out of 
their mouths with a pair of 5-1 
wins over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Arizona Coyotes. 
Can Tampa Bay build on those 
two victories and find a rhythm in 
November?  

6  
5-3-
1  

14 Jets  

The Jets have played eight 
games and six of them have 
been against teams from 
California, including three 
against the Ducks. That 
scheduling quirk has worked out 
pretty well for them. Winnipeg is 
4-0-1 in their last five games, 
and Pierre-Luc Dubois is making 
himself right at home after being 
traded to the Jets in less than 
ideal circumstances last season.  

5  
4-2-
2  

15 Sabres  

Do I think the Sabres are one of 
the best teams in the NHL? No. 
Am I having fun with their early 
success? Absolutely. I don't 
expect Buffalo to keep picking up 
points at this rate, but if they do 
keep winning hockey games, I'll 
keep moving them closer to that 
No. 1 spot.  

6  
5-2-
1  

16 Flyers  

This was a weird week for 
Philadelphia. It began with an 
impressive win over the Oilers 
and ended with a discouraging 
shutout loss to the Flames. 
Sandwiched in the middle was a 
low-scoring win against the 
Canucks. I can't figure out what 
to make of the Flyers right now, 
but that will probably be the case 
all season.  

1  
4-2-
1  

17 Islanders  

If nothing else, the Islanders 
should be well-rested. They only 
played one game last week, and 
it was a shootout loss to the 

4  
3-2-
2  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Predators. The Isles are in the 
middle of some time off at home 
to break up their monster 13-
game road trip to open the 
season, but they'll finally get 
back on the ice this Thursday.  

18 Red Wings  

The Red Wings deserve a lot of 
credit. They aren't just going to 
roll over for anyone this season. 
What's even more encouraging 
is that the young players are 
stepping up. Rookie defenseman 
Moritz Seider has notched eight 
assists already, and he has been 
one of the many bright spots in 
Detroit.  

7  
4-3-
2  

19 Devils  

Jonathan Bernier is already 
looking like a smart addition for 
the Devils. His 95.5% save 
percentage at five-on-five ranks 
sixth among goalies who have 
played at least three games, and 
Bernier is earning more time in 
the crease for New Jersey.  

3  
4-2-
1  

20 Penguins  

The good news for the Penguins 
is that Sidney Crosby made his 
return last week. The bad news 
is pretty much everything else. 
Pittsburgh is in the midst of a 
three-game losing streak, and 
they've been outscored 13-3 in 
that time. The scoring by 
committee the Pens had to start 
the season has slowed, so 
Crosby will have to pick up a lot 
of the slack.  

10  
3-3-
2  

21 Predators  

Nashville has now rattled off 
three straight wins to get back to 
.500 by the end of October. The 
Preds haven't exactly been 
playing the most exciting brand 
of hockey, but they have been 
effective, and the NHL standings 
don't factor in style points.  

5  
4-4-
0  

22 Kraken  

The addition of Yanni Gourde to 
the Kraken's lineup has already 
made a difference. He has made 
a positive impact on Seattle's 
expected goals numbers, and he 
has tallied four points in five 
games. Seattle looked much 
improved last week, so maybe it 

1  
3-6-
1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

just took some time for the 
players to gel with one another.  

23 
Blue 
Jackets  

As a team, the Blue Jackets 
have been about what we 
expected prior to the season. 
However, goalie Elvis Merzlikins 
has been brilliant. He is tied for 
sixth in the NHL with 4.01 goals 
saved above average, and he 
has the chance to steal a win 
every time he starts for 
Columbus.  

1  
5-3-
0  

24 Stars  

The Stars have been one of the 
most unlucky teams in the NHL 
through the first few weeks. They 
are 10th in the NHL in expected 
goals share (52.51%), but they 
have only scored on 3.70% of 
their shots at five-on-five. The 
wins are on their way in Dallas 
as long as the team keeps 
playing the way it is.  

6  
3-4-
1  

25 Ducks  

Ryan Getzlaf passed Teemu 
Selanne to become the team's 
all-time points leader in the 
Ducks' win over the Canadiens. 
He currently sits just 11 points 
away from 1,000 in his career. 
Getzlaf has been a leader of that 
franchise for 17 seasons, and 
now he's been tasked with 
ushering in the next group of 
young stars.  

4  
3-4-
3  

26 Kings  

The extended loss of Drew 
Doughty will be a tough one for 
the Kings. His play took a dip 
over the last couple of seasons, 
but he was off to a great start 
this year. Now, Los Angeles has 
to find someone who can eat 
some tough minutes in his 
absence.  

1  
3-5-
1  

27 Senators  

If you're going to be bad, at least 
be fun, and that's what the 
Senators are. Ottawa provided 
some fireworks last week when 
they stormed back from down 4-
1 to tie their game against the 
Capitals. The Sens ultimately 
lost that game, but young winger 
Drake Batherson notched his 
first career hat trick.  

1  
3-5-
0  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

28 Sharks  

The Sharks are 1-3 since their 4-
0 start, and they have allowed 
more expected goals than 
they've generated at five-on-five 
in each game since the season 
opener. Oddly enough, the lone 
win in that stretch came when 
the lineup was decimated by 
COVID-19 protocols.  

8  
5-3-
0  

29 Canucks  

Vancouver is in the midst of a 
three-game losing streak, and 
the offense has suddenly dried 
up. Elias Pettersson has just one 
goal and three assists in the 
team's first nine games. Once he 
gets going, that should solve a 
lot of the Canucks' offensive 
woes.  

7  
3-5-
1  

30 Canadiens  

The Canadiens continue to lose 
by wide margins, and their -15 
goal differential through 10 
games would be pretty eye-
popping if the two teams below 

--  
2-8-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Montreal in these rankings 
hadn't already blown that 
number out of the water.  

31 Blackhawks 

They are a mess on the ice, but 
the Blackhawks have much 
bigger concerns when it comes 
to addressing the investigation 
into the alleged sexual assault of 
former first-round pick Kyle 
Beach by former video coach 
Brad Aldrich.  

--  
1-7-
2  

32 Coyotes  

The goaltending duo of Carter 
Hutton and Karel Vejmelka is 
going about as well as you might 
expect. The Coyotes 
surrendered five goals in back-
to-back losses to the Panthers 
and Lightning. To be fair, the 
offense hasn't shown up at all. 
Arizona scored five goals in four 
games last week.  

--  
0-8-
1  
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About Last Night: Happy Halloween 

By Alec Sawyer  

It was a Happy Halloween indeed for Canes’ fans Sunday 
afternoon in PNC Arena, as Carolina grinded out a hard-
fought 2-1 win over the winless Arizona Coyotes to move to 
8-0-0 on the season.  

Martin Necas and Brett Pesce had the tallies for the 
Hurricanes, the first of the year for both players.  

Here are some takeaways from Sunday afternoon’s matinee 
win: 

The Sunday Not So Scaries 

A 7-0-0 team playing an 0-7-1 team at home for a Halloween 
Sunday matinee had some ~spooky~ vibes, but the Canes 
once again handled their business when it mattered.  

At times, it looked like there was maybe going to be a 
letdown for the Canes on home ice, as the Coyotes led for a 
good chunk of the game thanks in big part to a strong effort 
from Karel Vejmelka in net and some fortunate bounces.  

But the Canes broke through in the second to tie the game 
on Martin Necas’ first of the year, and then finally found a 
power play tally on its fifth try of the game in the third period 
as Brett Pesce blasted in the game winner.  

“It was a tough game,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“Going into it, it was that we were going to have to grind and 
they played hard. That was clearly evident right from the 
start. We stuck with it. I was proud of our group because it 
could have easily been a really frustrating game to have so 
many close ones and not connect.” 

There’s a reason the Canes are 8-0-0, and it isn’t because 
they have completely dominated every single game they’ve 
stepped on the ice to play. Sunday Carolina looked strong 
but snakebitten for a lot of the game, and it found a way to 
stick with it and get the chances. In other games, the Canes 
have survived some uglier play and made the most of their 
opportunities.  

There’s a lot of ways to win in the National Hockey League, 
and the 2021-22 Carolina Hurricanes have already shown 
quite a few. Sunday afternoon in Raleigh, the Canes 
persevered to get the two points against a lowly, but chippy 
Arizona Coyotes’ squad.  

The Forward Depth Has Been Impressive 

Credit where it is due to commenter and community member 
Squeaky83 for bringing this stat to my attention, but with 
Necas’ first goal of the season in the second period Sunday 
all 12 starting forwards (Nino Niederreiter included, Seth 
Jarvis not) have scored a goal.  

That’s a fairly impressive feat through just eight games of a 
season. To put it into perspective, the Coyotes have scored 
just 13 goals this season, while the Canes have gotten at 
least one goal from 12 different forwards.  

That depth is something that can separate the Hurricanes, 
and obviously has so far this season. Great teams need to 
have great top lines, and the Canes do with whatever 
combination of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jesperi Kotkaniemi it throws out there, 
having a bruising third and fourth line can also be as 
important.  

The Hurricanes’ third line of Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast and 
Niederreiter (the last of which is injured now) had been as 
daunting a third-line challenge as you can find, and the 
Derek Stepan led fourth line with Jordan Martinook and 
Steven Lorentz had also been productive at times.  

Things got shuffled around quite a bit Sunday with the 
addition of Jarvis and subtraction of Niederreiter, but the 
depth was still on display in that game as well. Of the six line 
combinations that played more than three minutes together, 
only one had a CF% lower than 60, and that was 
Teravainen, Aho and Kotkaniemi.  

Welcome to the NHL, Seth Jarvis 

It’s always fun to see guys make their NHL debuts, but it’s 
especially fun for fans when it’s a highly touted prospect 
who’s debut has been anticipated.  

Sunday in PNC Arena, it was finally that time for Jarvis, who 
played a really strong game on the ice in his first taste of 
NHL action. Jarvis finished the game with an assist, a 
secondary dish on Pesce’s game winner, but also had a 
couple other even better chances that didn’t get the right 
bounce.  

“He doesn’t look much like a rookie to me,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He was great. First game with no nerves at all. I think 
that’s what makes him special. He’s out there at the end, on 
the power play and in big, huge moments making plays. It 
was a great game for him, especially for a first one.” 

Jarvis has been garnering the respect of Brind’Amour and 
his teammates throughout camp, and his debut has been 
hotly anticipated by a lot of Carolina fans. There’s a decent 
chance Jarvis was going to play Sunday anyway, but his first 
game got accelerated by the injury to Niederreiter.  

And Jarvis showed Sunday that he may be someone the 
Canes can keep around for a little bit while Niederreiter is 
sidelined. Jarvis can be with Carolina for a nine-game trial, 
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which would take him up to Nov. 20. Whether Niederreiter is 
healthy by then or not isn’t known, but it’s a start.  

Jarvis looked good Sunday in his NHL debut, which is 
always a good sign.  

“The first shift I was like ‘holy crap, I’m in the NHL,’” Jarvis 
said. “After that, I calmed my emotions and it was just 
another hockey game.”

 

 

 

Poturalski AHL Player of Week 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that center Andrew 
Poturalski has been selected as the American Hockey 
League’s Player of the Week — one day after registering his 
first professional hat trick. 

Poturalski produced four goals and five assists in three 
games last week as the Wolves earned three road victories 
to extend their winning streak to five and seize the lead in the 
AHL’s Central Division. 

The 27-year-old from Williamsville, New York, opened his 
week with a pair of assists in the Wolves’ 3-0 win 
Wednesday night at Grand Rapids. He followed up with one 
goal and one assist Friday night when the Wolves rallied for 
a 4-2 triumph at Milwaukee. 

The team captain capped his big week with his first hat trick 
and first five-point effort since turning pro in 2016 to lead 
Chicago to a 6-3 victory Sunday afternoon at Grand Rapids. 
Poturalski became the first Wolves player since Cory Larose 
on Dec. 12, 2006, to combine a hat trick and a five-point 
night in the same game. 

“He worked on (his speed) all summer and you could see it 
in training camp,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 
”You can see the difference in his skating and his speed and 
his play away from the puck.” 

Poturalski and the Wolves return to Allstate Arena for seven 
games in November — starting with a 7 p.m. Saturday date 
against the Manitoba Moose and a 3 p.m. Sunday clash with 
the Milwaukee Admirals. To find the best ticket deals, contact 
a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 

 

Poturalski earns two AHL awards 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday afternoon that 
center Andrew Poturalski has been selected as the American 
Hockey League’s Player of the Month — two hours after he 
was honored as the league’s Player of the Week. 

Poturalski produced a league-best 14 points (5G, 9A) during 
the Wolves’ six games in October. Chicago’s captain also 
finished the month with a share of the AHL lead in assists (9) 
and power-play goals (3) and second place in plus/minus 
rating (+7). 

The 27-year-old Williamsville, New York, native earned the 
Player of the Week nod for Oct. 25-31 after recording nine 
points (4G, 5A) in three games as the Wolves earned three 
road victories to extend their winning streak to five and seize 
the lead in the AHL’s Central Division. 

The Wolves captain capped his big month with his first 
professional hat trick and first five-point effort to lead 
Chicago to a 6-3 victory Sunday afternoon at Grand Rapids. 

Poturalski became the first Wolves player since Cory Larose 
on Dec. 12, 2006, to deliver at least three goals and two 
assists in the same game. 

“He worked on (his speed) all summer and you could see it 
in training camp,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 
”You can see the difference in his skating and his speed and 
his play away from the puck.” 

The AHL also honored Rochester Americans forward Jack 
Quinn as the Rookie of the Month and Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins goaltender Filip Lindberg as the 
Goaltender of the Month. 

Poturalski and the Wolves return to Allstate Arena for seven 
games in November — starting with a 7 p.m. Saturday date 
against the Manitoba Moose and a 3 p.m. Sunday clash with 
the Milwaukee Admirals. To find the best ticket deals, contact 
a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/1/22756718/about-last-night-happy-halloween 
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Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis makes his point early: He wants to stay on 
the roster 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 01, 2021 2:55 PM 

 

Seth Jarvis had the ice all to himself in a darkened PNC Arena on 
Sunday. 

It has become NHL tradition that rookies go on the ice first to skate a 
“solo lap” when they’re making their NHL debut. Jarvis said afterward 
that he had one thought on his mind as the spotlights followed him 
around the ice: 

“Don’t fall on the puck and don’t toe-pick,” Jarvis said, smiling. 

Jarvis might have had in mind Brandon Duhaime of the Minnesota Wild, 
a rookie forward who stumbled on his solo earlier this season when he 
tripped over a puck. 

Jarvis was fine, though, no stumbles. 

“After I got past that I was super excited,” Jarvis said. 

Soon, Jarvis was taking the ice again for his first shift alongside center 
Derek Stepan and winger Steven Lorentz. He also had another quick 
thought: “Holy crap, I’m in the NHL.” 

“After that I calmed my emotions and it was just another hockey game,” 
Jarvis said. 

Well, maybe. 

“Just another hockey game” became the Canes’ eighth straight win, a 2-1 
comeback victory decided by Brett Pesce’s power-play goal with 2:27 
remaining in regulation. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour showed his confidence and trust in his 
second power-play unit, sending it out first after Andrei Svechnikov had 
drawn a cross-checking penalty. Another sign of trust: Jarvis was on it. 

Jarvis, 19, was in the lineup Sunday after forward Nino Niederreiter when 
down Friday against Chicago with a lower-body injury that Brind’Amour 
said will keep him out a few weeks. While slotted on the fourth line, Jarvis 
did slip into Niederreiter’s slot on the power play. 

Positioned on the left side of the umbrella set, Jarvis had the secondary 
assist as Pesce got off a one-timer from the point that nicked the right 
shoulder of goalie Karel Vejmelka. 

Just like that: First game, first NHL point. 

“From the first day of (training) camp, he stood out to me,” Pesce said. 
“He’s not the biggest guy but he’s not afraid to get into those corners and 
get feisty. He’s got tons of skill and you love seeing guys compete in 
those corners and win puck battles.” 
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Brind’Amour likes seeing it, too. He realizes Jarvis has a lot of skill. 
That’s a big reason the Canes took the speedy 5-9, 175-pound forward in 
the first round of the 2020 NHL Draft, the 13th overall pick. But to play for 
Brind’Amour, that compete factor, all over the ice, has to be there. 

Brind’Amour’s assessment of the rookie’s debut? 

“First game with no nerves at all. I think that’s what makes him special,” 
BrindAmour said Sunday. “He’s out there at the end, on the power play 
and in big, huge moments making plays. It was a great game for him 
especially for a first one.” 

While Jarvis had that “holy crap” moment on his first shift, he also had a 
welcome-to-the-NHL moment. Coyotes forward Jay Beagle sent him to 
the ice in front of the benches early in the game. 

“I realized I was playing with men again,” Jarvis said. “It was definitely a 
wake-up moment, but it was something I needed.” 

Jarvis was active and engaged in his 10 minutes of ice time. He nearly 
scored in the second period although he didn’t have the “puck luck” of the 
Wild’s Duhaime, who scored his first NHL goal when he dropped his stick 
near the crease, leaned over to pick it up and had a shot go off his skate. 

But Jarvis will get his in time, and should have more games to play with 
Niederreiter out. 

Jarvis, asked about Niederreiter’s injury, said he hoped the winger would 
be back “as soon as possible.” Neiderreiter had joined center Jordan 
Staal and winger Jesper Fast on the Canes’ steadiest line in the early 
season. Losing him is a big loss, Brind’Amour said again Sunday. 

For much of camp, the question was whether the Canes would keep 
Jarvis on the roster this season or return him to his junior team, the 
Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League — the Canes’ only 
two options. Jarvis can play nine NHL games before the first year of his 
entry-level contact activates. 

Early in training camp, Jarvis said his goal was to “make the team” and 
stay on the Canes roster all season. 

“I’ll do everything in my power to make my way on there and make their 
decision as hard as possible,” he said in an N&O interview. “I want to put 
my best foot forward and show what I can do.” 

Sunday was a good start. 
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Patrick Kane records a hat trick as the Chicago Blackhawks beat the 
Ottawa Senators 5-1 for their 1st win of the season 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

NOV 01, 2021 AT 9:55 PM 

 

Patrick Kane couldn’t have scripted a better comeback story for himself 
or the Chicago Blackhawks if he tried. 

Kane returned from a four-game absence while in the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol — and all he did was notch his seventh career hat trick, pass 
Steve Larmer for third place on the franchise goals list and help the 
Hawks secure their first win of the season, a 5-1 blowout of the Ottawa 
Senators on Monday night at the United Center. 

“It’s a monkey off our shoulders and we can build on that,” Kane said. 

Hawks goalie Marc-André Fleury said, “It’s more (like) a big gorilla, not 
just a small monkey.” 

Brandon Hagel scored twice and Jonathan Toews had three assists as 
the Hawks (1-7-2) ended their franchise-worst nine-game winless streak 
to start the season. 

“It’s a good feeling to finally get that one out of the way, but it doesn’t 
stop here,” Hagel said. “We’ve just got to build off that. After a win 
hopefully we get a little bit of our confidence back.” 

Asked whether he felt relief after the team’s first win, Hawks coach 
Jeremy Colliton said: “No question, we’re all human. You look at the 
standings and you understand where we’re at.” 

Kane’s power-play goal in the second period was the 406th of his career 
to tie Larmer, and two goals in the third period put Kane ahead. He trails 
only Bobby Hull (604) and Stan Mikita (541) in franchise history. 

Kane’s most recent hat trick came against the Minnesota Wild on Dec. 
15, 2019. He also has two postseason hat tricks for a total of nine. 

As for the Hawks, it’s like the old saying — the 10th time’s the charm — 
and they seemed like they were living a charmed life when Hagel snuck 
in the game’s first goal with 50 seconds left in the first period. 

Sometimes a goal is more than just a goal. 

Hagel’s marker represented the third time in the last four games the 
Hawks opened the scoring — which had been a big problem early in the 
season — and it came during five-on-five play, in which the Hawks 
entered Monday night’s schedule tied with the Dallas Stars for the fewest 
goals (seven) in the league. 

It helped having Kane back. 

Colliton had called the star winger’s return to the ice for the morning 
skate “unexpected,” and it was Kane’s deflected shot that bounced 
directly to Hagel for his wrister past Matt Murray. 

Kane padded the lead with a backhander off Ryan Carpenter’s rebound 
and Toews’ second assist. 

It was the second time in four games, including Wednesday’s 3-2 loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, that the Hawks built a two-goal lead. The loss 
to the Leafs featured Kirby Dach ended the Hawks’ NHL-record streak of 
not holding a lead to start the season at 366 minutes and 41 seconds. 

Fleury turned in his second straight strong performance with 29 saves 
against the Senators. Dominik Kubalík had two assists. 
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Gary Bettman defends the NHL’s recent decisions and discipline after an 
investigation into the Chicago Blackhawks’ handling of 2010 allegations 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO AND JOHN WAWROWASSOCIATED PRESS 
|NOV 01, 2021 AT 8:30 PM 

 

Commissioner Gary Bettman on Monday defended the NHL’s decisions 
and discipline meted out after an investigation into the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ handling of sexual assault allegations in 2010. 

Bettman called the organization’s $2 million fine “significant” and stood 
by decisions to let Joel Quenneville coach one more game for the Florida 
Panthers and not discipline Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff based on his limited role in the Blackhawks front office at 
the time. Quenneville resigned as Panthers coach after meeting with 
Bettman last week. 

In his first public comments since the report detailing the Blackhawks 
investigation was released, Bettman said he did not want anyone to think 
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he was prejudging Quenneville, who was the Blackhawks coach when 
allegations surfaced that video coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted 
prospect Kyle Beach 11 years ago. 

Timeline: The Chicago Blackhawks video coach scandal — and what’s 
happened next » 

Asked if Quenneville was given any kind of ultimatum, Bettman said, 
“Joel ultimately concluded that the most sensible course of action was for 
him to resign.” 

Cheveldayoff is the only person in Blackhawks management at the time 
who still works for an NHL club. Cheveldayoff was present at a meeting 
about Beach’s allegations in May 2010, but the report by former federal 
prosecutor Reid Schar indicated the former assistant GM was the only 
one who recalled he was even there. 

“Kevin was such a minor player in this,” Bettman said. “He had been with 
the Blackhawks for nine months. He was an assistant general manager 
with fairly limited responsibilities. This was something that he not only 
had no responsibility for — that based on what was available to him in his 
minor, relatively, position at the time, he had no reason to believe that 
anything other than the right things were going on.” 

Cheveldayoff was scheduled to address reporters Monday, though that 
was pushed back by the Jets because owner Mark Chipman suffered a 
bout of vertigo over the weekend and insisted on being there for the 
news conference. 

Kyle Beach, a former Chicago Blackhawks prospect, reveals he is the 
‘John Doe’ suing the team over a 2010 sexual assault allegation: ‘I felt 
alone and dark’ » 

The executive board of the NHL Players’ Association also met Monday to 
discuss how the union apparently ignored Beach’s situation when it was 
brought to officials’ attention a decade ago. Executive director Don Fehr 
recommended outside counsel launch a review into what happened — 
something the executive board was expected to approve by vote. The 
voting could not be completed during the meeting because several 
members had to prepare to play Monday night. 

Players in recent days expressed concern over the NHLPA’s handling of 
Beach’s allegations, even though he wasn’t technically a member 
because he never played in an NHL game. Schar’s investigation found 
that a confidant of Beach’s reached out to the NHLPA, with nothing 
coming of it. 

“I know I reported every single detail to an individual at the NHLPA, who I 
was put in contact with after,” Beach said during his interview 
Wednesday on TSN in Canada, his first since coming out as John Doe. “I 
believe two different people talked to Don Fehr. And for him to turn his 
back on the players when his one job is to protect the players at all costs, 
I don’t know how that can be your leader. I don’t know how he can be in 
charge.” 

Hockey Hall of Fame says it is considering the Chicago Blackhawks’ 
request to remove Brad Aldrich’s name from the Stanley Cup — while the 
NHL opts not to punish Kevin Cheveldayoff » 

Fehr signed on as an NHLPA adviser in the summer of 2010 after Aldrich 
had resigned rather than face a Blackhawks investigation. Fehr was 
named NHLPA executive director in December of that year. 

In a statement last week, Fehr said the person Beach spoke with was a 
program doctor at the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program, which, 
while confidential, he added should have resulted in further action 
because of its severity. 

“The fact that it did not was a serious failure,” Fehr said. “There is no 
doubt that the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we 
are part of that system.” 

Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said Monday the NHL first got a heads up 
about a potential lawsuit in December, though Blackhawks counsel 
downplayed it. 

“(Blackhawks lawyers) claimed to have looked into it,” he said. “They said 
there was no merit.” 

The first time the league learned of the specific allegations was in May 
when the first suit was filed, according to Daly. 
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Patrick Kane and 2 Chicago Blackhawks coaches are removed from the 
COVID-19 protocol 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

NOV 01, 2021 AT 7:34 PM 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks removed Patrick Kane from the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol Monday along with assistant coach Tomas Mitell and video 
coach Matt Meacham, and Kane played against the Ottawa Senators. 

Kane joined Kirby Dach and Dominik Kubalík on the second line 38 
seconds into the game. He wound up recording a hat trick to lead the 
Hawks to a 5-1 victory — their first win of the season. 

Kane returned to the ice for the morning skate at the United Center. He 
missed nine days and four games while the Hawks sank to a franchise-
worst nine-game winless streak (0-7-2) to start the season. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton said Kane’s return to the ice was “unexpected,” 
and he wasn’t ready to say Monday morning that Kane was a sure bet to 
play against the Senators. 

“We didn’t even know he was going to be able to skate with the team this 
morning because you’ve got to do a couple of tests just to get cleared,” 
Colliton said. “(It was) unexpected that he was out there. He could play, 
but that’s pretty early to make that call.” 

The Hawks have had a run of players and coaches enter the protocol, 
including forward Ryan Carpenter and defenseman Erik Gustafsson, both 
of whom have since returned. 

“Super good to get him back,” Dach said of Kane. “Obviously with COVID 
protocols and everything, he’s feeling healthy. It’s just good to have him 
back in the locker room and on the ice. It’s always a boost to our team.” 

Forward Jujhar Khaira and defenseman Riley Stillman remain on the 
COVID-19 list, but getting Kane back raises the level of the Hawks’ five-
on-five offense and power play, Colliton said. 

“We’ve had an issue with converting our chances,” he said. “He’s a guy 
that typically converts more than he should ... and the type of chances he 
creates (for linemates) are pretty high-end usually. So whenever we get 
him in, that will be a big boost. 

“For the guys to see him on the ice means we’re moving in the right 
direction and getting other guys back as well soon.” 
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Patrick Kane’s hat trick in return carries Blackhawks to long-awaited 
victory 

 

By Ben Pope  Nov 1, 2021, 9:42pm CDT 
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Patrick Kane — at the time still stuck in COVID-19 protocol — was 
texting Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton on Sunday, begging to play 
when he was eligible to return Monday. 

Colliton had his doubts. But Kane cleared all his tests, made it into the 
lineup, played 19 minutes and 40 seconds — well more than the mere 12 
minutes he had asked for — and delivered a big performance at a crucial 
time. 

Kane’s hat trick lifted the Hawks to a 5-1 victory against the Senators, 
finally snapping their season-opening nine-game losing streak. 

‘‘You could feel not having a win weighing on us,’’ Kane said. ‘‘It’s just 
huge to get the first one. We kind of got the monkey off our back. It’s a 
new month for us.’’ 

The dam at first showed small signs of cracking, with the Hawks leading 
1-0 at the first intermission and 2-0 at the second, before bursting entirely 
in the third period and rewarding a crowd of 15,946 at the United Center. 

Kane looked like his vintage self, lurking quietly but dangerously before 
grabbing a loose puck in the crease on his first goal and exploding 
through the defense for a breakaway on his third. He said he felt 
‘‘rejuvenated’’ despite having experienced mild symptoms and not being 
allowed to leave his house during his 10-day quarantine. 

The Hawks’ record now stands at 1-7-2 — still not pretty, but better than 
before. 

‘‘There’s been a lot of adversity for this team early, some [of which] was 
created on our own,’’ Colliton said. ‘‘The hockey gods, they have a funny 
way of working. [Kane] coming back, it was a lift, and we’ve got more 
guys coming. We’ve got to take advantage of that.’’ 

‘‘Hopefully we get a little bit of our confidence back,’’ said wing Brandon 
Hagel, who scored the Hawks’ other two goals. 

Bettman defends decisions 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman defended several controversial 
decisions he made in the fallout of the Hawks’ sexual-assault 
investigation in his news conference Monday. 

Bettman said he let Joel Quenneville coach the Panthers’ game 
Wednesday against the Bruins — before meeting with him Thursday, 
leading to his resignation that night — because he ‘‘wanted to make sure 
that no one, including coach Quenneville, thought that I had prejudged 
him.’’ 

Bettman also said that he chose not to discipline Jets general manager 
Kevin Cheveldayoff because his lesser role with the Hawks in 2010 
meant he didn’t know the allegations weren’t being investigated and that 
the $2 million fine levied against the Hawks was ‘‘substantial by any 
measure.’’ 

He said the NHL has sought the assistance of outside professionals to 
evaluate its policies on and resources for sexual abuse and will try to 
create a network of organizations for abuse victims to make available to 
hockey players outside the league. 

Settlement talks starting 

Settlement talks between Susan Loggans, the lawyer for Kyle Beach, 
and Hawks lawyers are scheduled to begin Tuesday. 

The Hawks requested the sides use a third-party mediator to determine a 
‘‘fair financial settlement’’ and proposed a 60-day stay on filings in the 
still-pending lawsuit while the talks progress, according to letters 
obtained by the Sun-Times. 

Hawks chairman Rocky Wirtz and CEO Danny Wirtz also asked Loggans 
whether Beach would be willing to have a direct conversation in which 
they ‘‘each personally apologize’’ for the Hawks’ mishandling of his 
allegations. 

More notes 

NHL Players’ Association director Donald Fehr called Monday for a law 
firm to investigate his and the NHLPA’s response to Beach’s allegations 
in 2010. The NHLPA allegedly was notified several times but did not take 
action. 

Marian Hossa’s legacy night — scheduled for Nov. 9 against the 
Penguins — has been postponed by the Hawks, who in a statement 
called it an ‘‘important time for our organization to reflect rather than 
celebrate.’’ 
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Blackhawks, NHL mishandled sexual-assault allegations in 2020 and 
2021, not just 2010 

 

By Ben Pope Nov 1, 2021, 5:43pm CDT 

 

More than four months before Kyle Beach’s lawsuit alleging the 
Blackhawks had covered up his sexual assault was filed in court, the 
Hawks’ leadership and the NHL knew about his allegations. 

Team lawyers contacted the league in late December 2020 to provide a 
‘‘heads-up’’ about the ‘‘threatened litigation,’’ NHL deputy commissioner 
Bill Daly said in a news conference Monday alongside commissioner 
Gary Bettman. 

Yet the NHL took no action before Beach’s lawsuit, which was filed May 
7, brought former Hawks video coach Brad Aldrich’s alleged actions and 
Hawks management’s gross mishandling of the situation to light. 

Daly said that’s because the Hawks told them: ‘‘There’s potential civil 
litigation. We’ve looked into the matter, and there’s no merit to it.’’ 

‘‘I’m not sure there’s anything we could’ve done differently or faster, 
based on the knowledge that we had,’’ Bettman said. ‘‘In retrospect, 
based on the knowledge that everybody has [now], I wish we knew about 
this in 2011. But we didn’t. What we may have thought the club was 
telling us — or the club thought the situation was — before the lawsuit 
was actually filed and what ultimately it turned out to be from the report, 
that wasn’t [the same].’’ 

The Hawks confirmed in a statement later Monday that they were notified 
by Susan Loggans, Beach’s lawyer, in December 2020. According to the 
statement, chairman Rocky Wirtz and CEO Danny Wirtz ‘‘relied on 
information’’ from their former lead counsel and former human-resources 
chief that indicated the ‘‘matter was appropriately looked into and 
resolved in 2010’’ — something the Jenner & Block investigation found to 
be false. 

The NHL’s inexplicable decision to take the Hawks’ word for it and not 
seek any details themselves, however, exemplifies the lack of 
responsibility taken throughout the process. 

There certainly was no accountability in 2010, when the Hawks opted to 
let Aldrich stick around the organization for three weeks beyond the John 
McDonough-led meeting discussing his alleged assault of Beach. 

But the accountability demonstrated in 2021 hasn’t been nearly strong 
enough, either, no matter how much the involved parties tout how far the 
culture of hockey has come in the last decade. 

The Hawks’ clear top priorities all summer were deflection and self-
preservation, not honesty and justice. 

Their statement May 13 couldn’t possibly look worse in hindsight. Its key 
sentence — ‘‘Based on our investigation, we believe the allegations 
against the organization lack merit and we are confident the team will be 
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absolved of any wrongdoing’’ — was marked by blatant lies in every 
phrase. 

(‘‘We apologize to Kyle Beach for previously stating his allegations 
‘lacked merit,’ ’’ the Hawks said in their statement Monday. ‘‘It is clear 
now that our organization did not do the right thing.’’) 

The two-month delay between the filing of the suit and the start of the 
investigation looks lazy at best and suspicious at worst. Only after the 
public firestorm of anger proved its staying power did the Hawks pull the 
trigger to commission the investigation, and only after more criticism did 
they commit to making the results public. 

Both comments former general manager Stan Bowman squeezed into a 
news conference July 22 — that he did ‘‘not condone or tolerate 
harassment or assault of any type’’ and that he was ‘‘eager to speak 
about this [situation] in more detail in the future’’ — have aged poorly, 
too. 

And while nothing has indicated the Wirtz family was aware of the cover-
up in 2010, its decision to let Bowman and fellow executive Al MacIsaac 
continue to operate in their roles this offseason and preseason — while 
the investigation was occurring — now appears reckless. 

In his TSN interview last week, Beach described the need for a system 
where “somebody...who has no skin in the game” deals with future 
sexual-assault allegations. 

His alleged assault originally was covered up by Hawks executives with 
skin in the Stanley Cup pursuit. And his lawsuit and its allegations this 
summer were downplayed by Hawks and NHL executives with skin in the 
reputation game. 

That must change. 
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NHL commissioner defends league’s discipline decisions in Blackhawks 
scandal 

 

By Associated Press  Nov 1, 2021, 2:23pm CDT 

 

Commissioner Gary Bettman on Monday defended the NHL’s decisions 
and discipline meted out following an investigation into the Blackhawks’ 
handling of sexual assault allegations in 2010. 

Bettman called the organization’s $2 million fine “significant” and stood 
by decisions to let Joel Quenneville coach one more game and not 
discipline Winnipeg general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff based on his 
limited role in Chicago’s front office at the time. Quenneville resigned as 
Florida Panthers coach after meeting with Bettman last week. 

In his first public comments since the report detailing the Blackhawks 
investigation was released, Bettman said he did not want anyone to think 
he was prejudging Quenneville, who was the Hawks’ coach when 
allegations surfaced that video coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted 
prospect Kyle Beach 11 years ago. 

Asked if Quenneville was given any kind of ultimatum, Bettman said, 
“Joel ultimately [concluded] that the most sensible course of action was 
for him to resign.” 

Cheveldayoff is the only person in Blackhawks management at the time 
who still works for an NHL club. Cheveldayoff was present at a meeting 
about Beach’s allegations in May 2010, but Bettman said the former 
assistant GM “was such a minor player in this” and “had no responsibility 
for” the organization’s mishandling of the situation. 

Cheveldayoff was scheduled to address reporters Monday, though that 
was pushed back by the Jets because owner Mark Chipman suffered a 
bout of vertigo over the weekend and insisted on being there for the 
news conference. 

The NHL Players’ Association has an executive board meeting 
scheduled for later Monday to discuss how Beach’s allegations were 
handled. 

“I know I reported every single detail to an individual at the NHLPA, who I 
was put in contact with after,” Beach said during his interview on TSN in 
Canada on Wednesday, his first since coming out as John Doe. “I believe 
two different people talked to (NHLPA head) Don Fehr. And for him to 
turn his back on the players when his one job is to protect the players at 
all costs, I don’t know how that can be your leader. I don’t know how he 
can be in charge.” 

Fehr signed on as an NHLPA adviser in the summer of 2010 after Aldrich 
resigned rather than face a Blackhawks investigation. Fehr was named 
NHLPA executive director in December of that year. 

In a statement last week, Fehr said the person Beach spoke with was a 
program doctor at the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program, which 
while confidential he added should have resulted in further action 
because of its severity. 

“The fact that it did not was a serious failure,” Fehr said. “There is no 
doubt that the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we 
are part of that system. 
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NHL removes Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane from COVID-19 protocol 

 

By Ben Pope CST  Nov 1, 2021, 11:20am CDT 

 

The Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane has been taken off of the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol.  

Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane was removed from the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol Monday and participated in the team’s morning skate. 

But Kane’s availability for morning skate was “unexpected,” coach 
Jeremy Colliton said, and he’ll need to clear several more tests in order 
to play Monday night against the Senators. Marc-Andre Fleury will start 
again for the Hawks in goal. 

“Whenever we get [Kane] in, it’ll be a big boost,” Colliton said. “For the 
guys to see him on the ice means we’re moving in the right direction.” 

Assistant coaches Tomas Mitell and Matt Meacham were also removed 
from the protocol Monday. 

Kane entered the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol on Oct. 23 and has missed 
the last four games as a result after tallying one goal and four assists in 
the first five games this season. 

Forwards Henrik Borgstrom and Jujhar Khaira, defenseman Riley 
Stillman and assistant coaches Marc Crawford and Jimmy Waite remain 
in the protocol. 
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Carolina faces Chicago, aims for 4th straight road win 
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By Associated Press 

Posted11/2/2021 7:00 AM 

 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Blackhawks +130, Hurricanes -155; 
over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hits the road against Chicago aiming to extend 
its three-game road winning streak. 

Chicago finished 24-25-7 overall and 13-11-4 at home a season ago. The 
Blackhawks scored 159 total goals last season, 38 on power plays and 
three shorthanded. 

Carolina finished 36-12-8 overall a season ago while going 16-9-3 on the 
road. Goalies for the Hurricanes allowed 2.2 goals on 28.1 shots per 
game last season. 

In their last meeting on Oct. 29, Carolina won 6-3. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Riley Stillman: day to day (health protocols), 
Jujhar Khaira: day to day (health protocols), Tyler Johnson: day to day 
(neck), Henrik Borgstrom: day to day (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Nino Niederreiter: out (lower-body). 
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Lots of empty seats for Kane's hat trick in Hawks first win 

 

John Dietz 

Updated11/1/2021 10:41 PM 

 

Not many hockey players can take 10 days off, suit up and proceed to 
turn an NHL game into their own personal showcase. 

But Patrick Kane is not most hockey players. For 15 years he has 
defined "showtime" in Chicago, scoring so many clutch and highlight reel 
goals that it's difficult to remember them all. 

The future Hall of Famer put on yet another magnificent display Monday 
by scoring 3 goals and adding an assist in leading the Blackhawks (1-7-
2) to their first victory of the season, a 5-1 decision over Ottawa at the 
United Center. 

Kane now has 408 career goals, moving past Steve Larmer (406) for 
third on the team's all-time list. He trails only Bobby Hull (604) and Stan 
Mikita (541). 

"It means a lot," Kane said. "Original Six franchise and so many great 
players have come through here. ... 

"Steve was a great player here for a long time, probably a guy who 
deserves to be in the Hall of Fame. Just humbled passing a man like 
that, who is such a great player on both ends of the rink -- physical, could 
score. A great man as well." 

Kane also moved into third on the team's all-time points list with 1,097, 
which is 1 more than Denis Savard. 

Kane, who returned after missing four games while in COVID protocol, 
gave the Hawks a 2-0 lead early in the second period, a 4-0 advantage 
early in the third and a 5-1 lead on a breakaway at 7:17 of the third. 

Brandon Hagel scored the Hawks' other 2 goals. Jonathan Toews added 
3 assists, and goalie Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 29 shots. 

Kane said he had "a little bit" of COVID symptoms but started feeling 
pretty good after a couple of days. He wasn't allowed to leave home or 
do much conditioning. 

It can be tough for guys to return after just a few days off, so seeing what 
Kane was able to do against the Senators proves just how special an 
athlete he is. 

"Every shift, he's a threat and someone you have to worry about," said 
coach Jeremy Colliton. "Probably had a bit of a slow start (to the season). 
But even the two games before he went on the COVID list, I thought he 
was trending the right way. 

"He hadn't gotten rewarded, but you could feel it was coming. For him to 
miss 10 days and just step right in, that's a pretty special player." 

The Hawks' nine-game winless streak to start the season was the worst 
in franchise history and tied for ninth-worst in NHL history with 11 other 
teams. The record is held by the 1943-44 New York Rangers, who lost 
15 straight en route to a 6-39-5 campaign.  

"Nice to get that win out of the way and now it's like a monkey off our 
shoulders," Kane said. "We can build off that and hopefully have a good 
month going forward." 
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Kane gets hat trick as Blackhawks beat Senators for 1st win 

 

By JAY COHEN 

Associated Press 

 Updated11/1/2021 9:36 PM 

 

CHICAGO -- Patrick Kane had three goals and an assist in his return to 
the lineup, and the Chicago Blackhawks beat the Ottawa Senators 5-1 on 
Monday night for their first win of the season. 

Led by Kane and Marc-Andre Fleury, who made 29 saves in another 
solid performance, Chicago improved to 1-7-2 in front of a half-full United 
Center. Brandon Hagel scored twice, and captain Jonathan Toews had 
three assists. 

Kane was sidelined for the previous four games because of the NHL's 
COVID-19 protocol, and Chicago sorely missed his unique offensive 
ability. It lost 1-0 at St. Louis on Saturday night, finishing with 25 shots on 
goal. 

Matt Murray made 26 stops for Ottawa in his first game since he was 
kneed in the head during a 3-2 loss to the New York Rangers on Oct. 23. 
Alex Formenton stopped Fleury's bid for his 68th career shutout with his 
second of the season 1:41 into the third. 

Kane's seventh hat trick in the regular season gave him 408 career 
goals, moving him ahead of Steve Larmer for third on the franchise list. 
He also jumped over Denis Savard for third on the Blackhawks' points list 
with 1,097. 

Chicago grabbed a 2-0 lead when Kane converted a backhand on a 
power play 2:09 into the second. Kane then buried a cross-ice pass from 
Erik Gustafsson 1:22 into the third, and made it 5-1 when he beat Murray 
through the goaltender's legs on a breakaway with 12:43 left. 

The Senators lost for the fourth time in five games overall. It was their 
seventh consecutive loss to the Blackhawks. 
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Chicago caught a break 27 seconds into the third when Hagel's shot from 
near the blue line got past a screened Murray for a 3-0 lead. It was 
Hagel's third of the season. 

POSTPONED 

The Blackhawks have postponed Marian Hossa's legacy night in the 
wake of an independent report that showed the organization badly 
mishandled allegations that an assistant coach sexually assaulted former 
first-round pick Kyle Beach during the team's Stanley Cup run in 2010. 

Hossa is being inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame on Nov. 15. His 
legacy night was scheduled for Nov. 9. 

'œEveryone agreed that this is an important time for our organization to 
reflect rather than celebrate,'  the team said in a statement. 'œMarian 
and the club's leadership team all know we must build back our 
community's trust as we ensure accountability within our organization 
following Kyle Beach's courage in coming forward.'  
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NHL defends disciplinary decisions in Blackhawks scandal 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO and JOHN WAWROW 

Associated Press 

 Updated11/1/2021 8:09 PM 

 

Commissioner Gary Bettman on Monday defended the NHL's decisions 
and discipline meted out following an investigation into the Chicago 
Blackhawks' handling of sexual assault allegations in 2010. 

Bettman called the organization's $2 million fine significant and stood by 
decisions to let Joel Quenneville coach one more game and not 
discipline Winnipeg general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff based on his 
limited role in Chicago's front office at the time. Quenneville resigned as 
Florida Panthers coach after meeting with Bettman last week. 

In his first public comments since the report detailing the Blackhawks 
investigation was released, Bettman said he did not want anyone to think 
he was prejudging Quenneville, who was Chicago's coach when 
allegations surfaced that video coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted 
prospect Kyle Beach 11 years ago. 

'œWhile it may have optically not been the best look, I was more 
concerned with the substance than the look,'  Bettman said. 

Asked if Quenneville was given any kind of ultimatum, Bettman said, 
'œJoel ultimately included that the most sensible course of action was for 
him to resign.'  

Cheveldayoff is the only person in Blackhawks management at the time 
who still works for an NHL club. Cheveldayoff was present at a meeting 
about Beach's allegations in May 2010, but the report by former federal 
prosecutor Reid Schar indicated the former assistant GM was the only 
one who recalled he was even there. 

'œKevin was such a minor player in this,'  Bettman said. "He had been 
with the Blackhawks for nine months. He was an assistant general 
manager with fairly limited responsibilities. This was not something that 
he not only had no responsibility for - that based on what was available to 
him in his minor, relatively, position at the time, he had no reason to 
believe that anything other than the right things were going on.'  

Cheveldayoff was scheduled to address reporters Monday, though that 
was pushed back by the Jets because owner Mark Chipman suffered a 

bout of vertigo over the weekend and insisted on being there for the 
news conference. 

The executive board of the NHL Players' Association also met Monday to 
discuss how the union apparently ignored Beach's situation when it was 
brought to officials' attention a decade ago. Executive director Don Fehr 
recommended outside counsel launch a review into what happened - 
something the executive board was expected to approve by vote. The 
voting could not be completed during the meeting because several 
members had to prepare to play Monday night. 

Players in recent days expressed concern over the NHLPA's handling of 
Beach's allegations, even though he wasn't technically a member 
because he never played in an NHL game. Schar's investigation found 
that a confidant of Beach's reached out to the NHLPA, with nothing 
coming of it. 

'œI know I reported every single detail to an individual at the NHLPA, 
who I was put in contact with after,'  Beach said during his interview on 
TSN in Canada last week, his first since identifying himself as John Doe. 
'œI believe two different people talked to Don Fehr. And for him to turn 
his back on the players when his one job is to protect the players at all 
costs, I don't know how that can be your leader. I don't know how he can 
be in charge.'  

Fehr signed on as an NHLPA adviser in the summer of 2010 after Aldrich 
resigned rather than face a Blackhawks investigation. Fehr was named 
NHLPA executive director in December of that year. 

In a statement last week, Fehr said the person Beach spoke with was a 
program doctor at the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program, which 
while confidential should have resulted in further action because of its 
severity. 

'œThe fact that it did not was a serious failure,'  Fehr said. 'œThere is 
no doubt that the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we 
are part of that system.'  

Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said Monday the NHL first got a heads up 
about a potential lawsuit in December, though it was downplayed by 
Blackhawks counsel. 

'œ(Blackhawks lawyers) claimed to have looked into it,'  he said. 
'œThey said there was no merit.'  

The first time the league learned of the specific allegations was May 
when the first suit was filed, according to Daly. 
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Kane out of COVID protocol, could play tonight for Blackhawks 

 

John Dietz 

Updated11/1/2021 12:07 PM 

 

Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane came out of COVID protocol Monday 
and could play tonight against Ottawa at the United Center. 

Coach Jeremy Colliton said Kane's presence at the morning skate was 
"unexpected" and that the forward still has to pass a couple of tests 
before he can be cleared to play. 

The 0-7-2 Hawks are off to the worst start in franchise history. Kane, who 
has 1 goal and 4 assists, missed the last four games. 

If Kane can play it would obviously a big boost. 
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"The type of chances he creates are pretty high end," Colliton said. "So 
whenever we get him in, that'll be a big boost. Obviously just for the guys 
to see him on the ice means we're moving in the right direction." 

Said defenseman Calvin de Haan: "He's a leader on this team, and he's 
an all-time great. It's good to see him back out there and glad he's 
healthy." 

Not easy 

Coach Jeremy Colliton was asked how he's been dealing with the Hawks' 
winless start. 

"When you're at the highest level, when you're winning, life is great. 
There's no better spot to be in the NHL," Colliton said. "And when you're 
losing it eats you up -- and it should. 

"Together -- the coaches, the players, our group here -- we're doing 
everything we can to climb out of it. We've played better than our record, 
but ultimately we've got to push that much further to turn it. Once we do 
turn it, right away (go) get some wins." 

Slap shots 

Marc-Andre Fleury will start in net for the Hawks tonight vs. the Senators. 
... Coach Jeremy Colliton did not have an update on Tyler Johnson, who 
is out with a neck injury. 
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Blackhawks F Patrick Kane leaves NHL's COVID-19 protocol 

 

Associated Press 

Updated11/1/2021 11:55 AM 

 

CHICAGO -- Chicago Blackhawks forward Patrick Kane has been 
removed from the NHL's COVID-19 protocol. 

Assistant coaches Tomas Mitell and Matt Meacham also have left the 
protocol. 

The move means Kane is cleared to play when Chicago tries for its first 
win of the season Monday night against the Ottawa Senators. 

'œIt's just good to have him back in the locker room and on the ice,'  
center Kirby Dach said. 

Kane entered the NHL's COVID-19 protocol on Oct. 23. He has one goal 
and four assists in five games this season. 

Kane practiced with the team at the morning skate, but coach Jeremy 
Colliton was noncommittal when asked if the forward would play against 
the Senators. 

'œUnexpected that he was out there,'  Colliton said. 'œHe could play, 
but that's pretty early to make that call.'  

The use of the COVID-19 list doesn't necessarily mean Kane or the 
coaches tested positive. They could have been deemed a close contact 
of someone who tested positive. The team was 100% vaccinated at the 
start of training camp. 

Forwards Henrik Borgstrom and Jujhar Khaira and defenseman Riley 
Stillman remain in the protocol. 
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Blackhawks finally get ‘gorilla’ off their back 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks went the entire month of October without a single win. 
They were 0-7-2 through nine games, which will go down as one of their 
worst starts in franchise history. 

On the first day of November, the Blackhawks finally got in the win 
column after rolling past the Ottawa Senators 5-1 at the United Center on 
Monday. And you could hear the collective sigh of relief from Chicago's 
locker room after it got the monkey off its back. 

"It’s more a big gorilla, it was not just a small monkey," a smiling Marc-
Andre Fleury said. "It definitely feels good. It’s been rough, right? It’s 
been tough. Guys stuck with it, kept practicing hard, kept trying hard and 
finally tonight things went well. It was fun to show the fans something to 
cheer about. It was a good time." 

Fleury was terrific for the second straight game, stopping 29 of 30 shots 
two nights after he deserved a better fate in St. Louis, where he turned 
aside 36 of 37 shots in a 1-0 loss. He's allowed only two goals over his 
last two starts for a save percentage of .970 and is finally starting to look 
like the reigning Vezina Trophy winner. 

But it was Patrick Kane that stole the show for the Blackhawks, recording 
a hat trick and primary assist in his return to the lineup after missing the 
last four games while in COVID-19 protocol. 

"There’s obviously been a lot going on and even though I wasn’t with the 
team the past 10 days, you could feel not having a win weighing on us a 
little bit," Kane said. "It’s just huge to get the first one. We kind of got the 
monkey off our back. It's a new month for us, and hopefully we can 
continue playing the way we did today. Because we were pretty solid all 
the way around." 

Kane, who is fully vaccinated, said he had "a little bit of symptoms" the 
first few days, but "after a couple of days, I felt pretty good." Still, the 
NHL's protocol meant he had to be isolated for 10 days. 

When it became clear that he would be cleared to rejoin the team on 
Monday, head coach Jeremy Colliton said Kane began texting him the 
day before asking to play against Ottawa despite being off the ice for 10 
straight days. Kane even offered to play only 12 minutes if it meant 
getting into the lineup. 

"Like that was going to happen," Colliton joked. "For him to step right in 
after 10 days, just a pretty special player." 

The Blackhawks received contributions from all around, with Brandon 
Hagel finding the back of the net twice and Jonathan Toews registering a 
season-high three points. Dominik Kubalik also had a multi-point outing. 

Defensively, the Blackhawks turned in one of their best performances of 
the season. They allowed only five high-danger chances in all situations, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

The Blackhawks probably would've taken an ugly win at this point. But it 
felt even better knowing it came on a performance they can feel good 
about. 

"We’re all human," Colliton said. "You look at the standings and we 
understand where we’re at, we’ve got to put points on the board. 
Everyone believes in the team we have and the players we have and 
there’s more there. But when you’re not breaking through and getting 
results, it’s hard. 

"From my perspective, you go in and you ask the players to do certain 
things and they respond and it doesn’t end up in a win, it gets harder 
each time. To their credit, they stuck with it. I thought we played hard in 
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St. Louis – not a perfect game, again – but one where we could’ve been 
rewarded with a point or two if things fell our way. But I like that we 
followed it up. We did what we had to do and again, just happy they can 
feel good about themselves." 
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10 observations: Kane leads Hawks to first win 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks rolled past the Ottawa Senators 5-1 at the United 
Center on Monday for their first win of the 2021-22 season. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. The Blackhawks got a big boost with the return of Patrick Kane, who 
missed the last four games while in COVID-19 protocol. He had a hat 
trick, primary assist and eight shot attempts (six on goal) in 19:59 of ice 
time. 

2. With his three goals and four-point effort, Kane surpassed Steve 
Larmer for third in franchise history with 408 goals and Denis Savard for 
third with 1,097 points. There's a legit possibility Kane could be No. 2 in 
points by the end of the season. He's 56 away from tying Bobby Hull.  

3. After stopping 36 of 37 shots in St. Louis on Saturday, Marc-Andre 
picked up where he left off by turning aside the first 19 shots he faced 
against Ottawa. He finished with 29 saves on 30 shots for a save 
percentage of .967.  

4. Brandon Hagel, who started the season without a goal in seven 
straight games, has found the back of the net three times in the last three 
games after a two-goal performance on Monday. He also has 10 shots 
on goal in his last two contests after having only eight in his first eight. 
His arrow is trending up. 

5. Jonathan Toews registered a season-high three points in the win. All 
three points were assists (one primary and two secondaries). He now 
has six points in his last five games after going pointless in his first five. 
He's still searching for his first goal, however. 

6. The Blackhawks allowed only five high-danger chances in all 
situations, according to Natural Stat Trick. They barely gave up anything 
in the inner slot. 

7. The Blackhawks have scored at least one power-play goal in eight of 
10 games this season. They started last season by scoring one in 13 of 
their first 15 games. Another hot start. 

8. The Blackhawks' third line of Ryan Carpenter, Hagel and Toews did 
not allow a single shot attempt when the three of them were on the ice 
together. 

9. The Blackhawks went 29-for-46 at the faceoff circle for a win 
percentage of 63.0. Toews led the way with 12 wins and only three 
losses. 

10. Tyler Johnson missed his second consecutive contest with neck 
soreness. He left Friday's game early after taking a hit from Carolina 
forward Vincent Trocheck. Head coach Jeremy Colliton said of Johnson's 
status after morning skate: "I don't have more on that. We've got to see 
how it progresses here." 
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From start to finish, a full day on the Blackhawks beat — and, at last, a 
victory 

 

By Scott Powers Nov 2, 2021  

 

How much has happened on the Blackhawks beat on a given day is 
usually reflected by how many texts and Slack messages have been 
exchanged between colleague Mark Lazerus and me. 

On Monday, we had 25 texts, 14 direct Slack messages and another 
handful of interactions in other Slack channels. Monday was definitely a 
busy day on the Blackhawks beat. 

The day began with the NHL’s announcement that commissioner Gary 
Bettman would be speaking to the media via a video call in the afternoon. 
You knew there would be a lot about the Blackhawks included in that. 

The Blackhawks’ morning skate was the first actual stop of the day, at 
10:30 a.m. at the United Center. As a surprise to even Blackhawks coach 
Jeremy Colliton, Patrick Kane joined the team on the ice after being away 
for 10 days with COVID-19. Colliton later said Kane had texted him the 
previous day and told him he wanted to play Monday and would even 
limit his ice time to 12 minutes. Colliton laughed and said he knew better 
than that. Kane wasn’t officially cleared to play until Monday afternoon. 

Bettman’s media call was at noon. He and deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
answered questions for nearly an hour. Bettman said he believed 
Blackhawks chairman Rocky Wirtz didn’t know about Kyle Beach’s 
allegations until the lawsuits appeared. Bettman explained why Kevin 
Cheveldayoff wasn’t forced to resign, why Joel Quenneville was, why the 
Blackhawks were fined $2 million and much more. The Athletic’s Sean 
Gentille provided a full picture of what Bettman said and how most felt 
about it. 

It wouldn’t be the only off-ice news of the day for the Blackhawks. They 
sent out a press release at 5:28 p.m. announcing the organization and 
Marian Hossa had decided to postpone his legacy night, which was 
scheduled for Nov. 9. 

“After further discussion between Danny Wirtz, Jaime Faulkner and 
Marian, everyone agreed that this is an important time for our 
organization to reflect rather than celebrate. Marian and the club’s 
leadership team all know we must build back our community’s trust as we 
ensure accountability within our organization following Kyle Beach’s 
courage in coming forward. Our new leadership team is committed to 
upholding our values and always working to better this organization and 
our game as we move forward.” 

Hossa is expected to provide a statement from Slovakia on Tuesday. 

Shortly after 7 p.m., the puck dropped between the Blackhawks and 
Ottawa Senators. The Blackhawks entered the game with a nine-game 
losing streak, the second longest in league history to start a season. 
There was pressure to win. 

The Blackhawks’ sellout streak had ended at 535 games recently, but 
Monday was the first time the fans really sent a statement by not showing 
up. Midway through the first period, the empty blocks of seats were 
noticeable throughout the building. The final attendance was 15,946. It 
gave longtime fans flashbacks to the 2007-08 season, when the 
Blackhawks averaged 16,814 fans. That was the last season the 
Blackhawks drew fewer than 20,000 a game. 

Those who did attend Monday were in for a treat, though. The 
Blackhawks came slowly out of the gate, and Marc-André Fleury had to 
make some highlight saves again to keep them from falling behind early. 
In the past two games, Fleury has finally shown the Vezina Trophy form 
the Blackhawks assumed they were getting with him. 

With 50 seconds left in the opening period, Brandon Hagel sparked the 
Blackhawks and awoke the crowd. Kane put a shot on net from the right 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 2, 2021 

 

side, the puck hit a defender and bounced out to Hagel in the slot, and 
Hagel delivered with a goal. He raced to the boards and jumped into the 
glass. His two goals on the night were important, but he was a difference-
maker in so many other ways with his energy and speed. He dove to 
knock a puck out of the defensive zone in the final seconds of a penalty 
kill later on. He also chipped a puck past a defender and drew an 
interference call, as the defender could only step in front of Hagel to slow 
him down. 

Kane extended the Blackhawks’ lead to 2-0 early in the second period by 
scoring on the power play with a backhanded shot off a rebound. The 
Blackhawks had blown a 2-0 lead to the Toronto Maple Leafs at the 
United Center the week before, so no one was feeling too comfortable. 
But optimism began to grow when Hagel blindly threw a soft shot on net 
from the blue line and it slid past everyone into the net to give the 
Blackhawks a 3-0 lead 27 seconds into the third period. Puck luck was 
finally on their side. Less than a minute later, Kane scored on the rush 
and the Blackhawks were ahead 4-0. No one lit up cigars, but the 
Blackhawks had to know they’d need an epic collapse to squander that. 
The Senators scored just seconds later, helping to keep them dialed in 
for the remainder of the game. 

Kane put the finishing touches on his special return with another goal 
later in the third period. Hats flew onto the United Center ice to celebrate 
his seventh career regular-season hat trick. He also bypassed Steve 
Larmer to become third in franchise history in goals. 

Fleury capped his evening, too, with a spectacular glove snag in the final 
minute. Fans stood and cheered throughout that last minute and took 
their volume to another level when the horn went off. The Blackhawks 
had won their first game of the season. The monkey was finally off their 
back in the 10th game. 

Colliton acknowledged that he could feel the pressure release after finally 
getting a winning result. There have been plenty of calls for his job in 
recent weeks. Colliton understands one win isn’t what anyone is looking 
for, but it is a start. 

“No question for me,” Colliton said of feeling relief. “We’re all human. You 
look at the standings and we understand where we’re at — we’ve got to 
put points on the board. Everyone believes in the team we have and the 
players we have, and there’s more there. But when you’re not breaking 
through and getting results, it’s hard. From my perspective, you go in and 
you ask the players to do certain things and they respond and it doesn’t 
end up in a win, it gets harder each time. To their credit, they stuck with 
it. I thought we played hard in St. Louis — not a perfect game, again, but 
one where we could’ve been rewarded with a point or two if things fell our 
way. But I like that we followed it up. We did what we had to do and, 
again, just happy they can feel good about themselves.” 

Kane was certainly feeling good about himself and the team. To his 
credit, though, he was willing to address what he said in his last interview 
about Beach. I thought he and Jonathan Toews missed the mark with 
their words. Kane hit it Monday. 

“I watched (Beach’s interview),” Kane said. “It’s obviously very emotional, 
watching and even reading through the investigation, just some 
disturbing details. I feel bad the last time I talked. Obviously, I put my 
personal experience with management ahead of the way Kyle was 
treated by them. When you do that — don’t want to diminish or 
overshadow anything that Kyle went through with our organization. 
Listen, it takes incredible courage and pride for him to come forward and 
deal with what he’s dealt with. We’re all thinking about him, too. It’s still in 
the back of our mind, even though it’s been a little bit. Just want the best 
for him and his life moving forward. (I’ll) try to reach out to him, say if he’s 
willing to talk or wants to reach out, that you’re here for him. It’s been 11 
years, and it’s a lot to deal with for a long time.” 

Hagel, Kane, Fleury and Colliton spoke after the Blackhawks’ win. The 
last interview wrapped up around 10 p.m. 

At about 11 p.m., I texted Lazerus: “It’s been another interesting day on 
the beat.” He replied, “Never a dull moment.” 

This line was written at 11:15 p.m., and now I’m headed home. We’ll see 
what tomorrow brings. 
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Analysis: How the Blackhawks can make real cultural change within the 
organization 

 

By Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus Nov 1, 2021  

 

Amid the darkest moment in the organization’s history, the Blackhawks 
now have a chance to change. 

It won’t fix the past. It won’t undo what was done to Kyle Beach or any of 
Brad Aldrich’s victims. It might not be enough to win back some fans. But 
if the Blackhawks can become what CEO Danny Wirtz envisions and can 
really alter their culture, the organization can begin to better itself for its 
employees, fans and community. 

People certainly will be skeptical about taking the Blackhawks at their 
word. They can say all the right things, but this has to be about action. 

So what would real change look like for the Blackhawks? We have some 
ideas, but we also talked with some people who we believe have the best 
interest of the sport in mind on what they believe the Blackhawks can do 
to truly change their culture. 

Change the logo  

Two things are inevitable: The Blackhawks will eventually retire their 
famous logo, and there will be significant backlash from traditionalist fans 
when they do so. 

It’s almost inconceivable to imagine a cartoonish depiction of a Native 
American’s head, which is supposed to be Sauk war leader Black Hawk 
but looks nothing like Black Hawk, will still be their logo in, say, 10 years 
(think of how far we’ve come in terms of cultural sensitivity in just the last 
10 years, and there’s still so much ground to make up), so now’s the 
time. Public opinion of the team can’t get any lower than it is now, so 
make the necessary change soon, take the minor hit from irate fans, and 
do something positive and progressive in the process. If someone is 
really going to walk away as a fan because the logo changes, is that 
person really a fan of the team anyway? 

The Blackhawks withstood pressure to change the logo last year and 
instead attempted to create more of a partnership with the Native 
American community. They were one of the first teams in North America 
to make a land acknowledgement before each game, starting it last 
season and ensuring that NBC Sports Chicago broadcast it with no fans 
in the building to hear it. While the land acknowledgement was a positive 
step, it’s not enough. The debate over the logo is complicated and even 
divisive within the Native American community, but the fact is there are 
many people, Native American and otherwise, who are offended by the 
logo. Why have a logo that offends anyone? There have also been 
studies done that have found Native American youth are negatively 
impacted by such logos and mascots. 

“In the long term I think that changing the logo is the only complete 
solution,” said Gabriela Ugarte, an organizer in hockey. “How can you 
say you’re not putting profit over people when you continuously ignore 
the needs of a community? All the research shows that the use of Native 
mascots harms Native children and dehumanizes Indigenous people. 
And they are complicit in dehumanizing them. The racism my friends 
experience in regalia, the fact that they only recently banned 
headdresses or the constant misinformation that Blackhawks fans spout 
about Black Hawk. The redface that their fans happily engaged in during 
their first Cup run.” 
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Whether they rebrand as simply the Hawks (most Blackhawks fans 
already shorten the name) or return to the two-word name Black Hawks 
with a bird-themed logo, moving past an archaic and offensive symbol is 
the logical endpoint. 

From there, what would really catch everyone’s attention is if they 
changed the logo and then sought to build an even stronger partnership 
with the Native American community. 

“There is nothing that says the Blackhawks cannot honor their legacy and 
their relationship with Indigenous communities with a different logo,” 
Ugarte said. “They could happily continue doing Native nights and 
donating money to Indigenous organizations. Using those relationships 
as a justification for the logo is racist and tells me you only care about 
Indigenous people as long as they serve the team’s needs.” 

For more on the logo, its origins and controversies, read this piece from 
last summer. 

Be truly transparent 

It took some public pressure, but Danny Wirtz eventually pledged to 
make the findings of the Jenner & Block report public, and presenting 
them in full was a difficult but necessary step in exposing and eventually 
clearing out anyone and everyone who failed Beach in 2010. 

But we need more. 

Neither Rocky nor Danny Wirtz took questions after releasing the 
findings. Rocky hasn’t conducted an interview since giving his vote of 
confidence in John McDonough in March 2020. A month later, 
McDonough was fired. The Athletic has had outstanding media requests 
for Rocky and Danny. 

Rocky and Danny Wirtz have yet to speak to any media since releasing 
the report. No one else in the front office or hockey operations has talked 
either. That includes president of business operations Jaime Faulkner, 
whom The Athletic also has an outstanding request for, and interim 
general manager Kyle Davidson. Instead, the burden of answering 
questions about the report, the repercussions of it and Beach’s interview 
have fallen on the team’s players and coach Jeremy Colliton. A person in 
public relations who asked to remain anonymous in case they someday 
work with the Blackhawks said earlier this week they were surprised the 
organization hadn’t hired a crisis-management team to better coach what 
was being said by team employees and in the organization’s statements. 

The Blackhawks have expressed a desire to be more transparent in the 
past. When they announced they were starting a rebuild last October, 
Stan Bowman went on a press junket like he was promoting a Marvel 
movie, doing every radio show and podcast in town and talking to every 
news outlet. Now, Danny, Rocky and Faulkner need to be doing the 
same thing. It’ll be hard, it’ll get ugly, and it might not repair everything. 
But the Blackhawks need to get out there, take the hits and make their 
case for change. It’ll be another small step on the long and arduous road 
back to credibility and respectability. 

“Be honest with people,” said Chicago-based writer Evan F. Moore, who 
co-wrote a just-released book with Jashvina Shah called, “Game 
Misconduct: Hockey’s Toxic Culture and How To Fix It.” “Be honest that, 
hey, we made mistakes over the years, we’ve done this, we’ve done that. 
That’s what the great apologies over time convey. You verbalize what 
you did, and then you verbalize the steps you’re going to take to be on 
that path to forgiveness.” 

Cut ties with Bobby Hull 

Bobby Hull was a great hockey player. He’s a much worse person. Hull’s 
track record is well documented in Moore and Shah’s book, which you 
should read if you haven’t already. The book includes a previously untold 
story of how Hull was telling jokes about “darkies” while playing golf in a 
group that included a Black person. When Hull was informed the person 
was Black, he stopped telling the jokes, but he did not apologize. 

We posed a question to readers in a fans survey in 2020 whether Hull 
should be a team ambassador, and 45.2 percent or about 1,100 people 
said no. That speaks volumes. 

Despite that and many other pleas to stop trotting out Hull to represent 
the Blackhawks, he’s continued to be around. When the Blackhawks paid 
tribute to Tony Esposito in the home opener earlier this month, a camera 
was directed to a suite where Denis Savard and Hull were holding up an 
Esposito jersey. 

There always has been an assumption that Jonathan Toews, Patrick 
Kane and the rest of the 2010 core would be immortalized in a statue 
outside of the United Center, and now we can be sure there will be 
complicated discussions about that in the coming years. But Bobby Hull 
is already there, alongside his polar opposite off the ice, the graceful and 
beloved Stan Mikita. Hull’s statue is the first thing many see when they 
come to a Blackhawks game. It’s not the message the Blackhawks 
should be sending to fans.  

“Having a whole statue of him embodies that same culture they talked 
about of putting success over people,” Ugarte said. “He is a noted 
domestic abuser and racist. What about his victims? Where is the dignity 
for them? Do we pardon his actions because he was a good player?” 

It would be a decision that would undoubtedly upset the traditionalists 
and old-time fans, but again another one that is necessary for the 
organization to prove it’s about actions. 

Being careful when celebrating the 2010 Stanley Cup team 

How most people look at John McDonough, Stan Bowman, Joel 
Quenneville, Kevin Cheveldayoff and other executives from the 
Blackhawks’ 2010 Stanley Cup team has changed. Their legacy has 
forever been tarnished by how they put winning the Stanley Cup ahead 
of doing what’s right when Aldrich was accused of sexually assaulting 
Beach. 

The Blackhawks can’t ever welcome back Bowman or Quenneville to 
commemorate their roles in the three Stanley Cups. Quenneville’s 
resignation at least means the Blackhawks won’t be put in a strange 
position when the Panthers play at the United Center on Dec. 21. 

But it’s not just the executives and coaches. It’s unclear who knew what 
and when, but it’s obvious some players had an idea what happened. 
Beach alleged he was ridiculed by teammates and even chased around 
by one former Blackhawks player and called homophobic slurs in 2014. 
Who knew about that? Who could have stopped it? 

The Blackhawks may be able to say they don’t know who exactly said or 
did what, but they have to be aware anytime they celebrate anyone from 
that 2010 Stanley Cup championship team that there is a chance that 
person may not have been an oblivious and innocent bystander. This has 
to be on the front office’s mind as it is scheduled to commemorate Marian 
Hossa, one of the most beloved players from those three Stanley Cups, 
in early November. What does that say to Beach if the Blackhawks 
celebrate a player from that 2010 team already? Does Hossa even want 
that? Fans would probably still cheer him, but it could also be awkward. 

The Blackhawks are also holding legacy games for Brent Seabrook and 
Niklas Hjalmarsson, also members of the 2010 team, later this season. 
The Blackhawks also have a number of 2010 players on their payroll in 
various positions, including Patrick Sharp, Brian Campbell and Colin 
Fraser. Campbell was present at the Blackhawks morning skate sitting 
alongside Davidson last week and was with the team on its recent road 
trip. Campbell has yet to talk to the media about what he recalls in 2010. 
The Blackhawks need to tread lightly any time those players are in the 
spotlight. 

Humanize, educate and reform hockey culture 

Most corporations understand they have a corporate social responsibility. 
They recognize if they’re attempting to better society they have a better 
chance of bettering themselves and potentially earning more money. 
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“Corporate social responsibility is as important to the bottom line and 
leads to a higher bottom line in corporate culture,” said Brock McGillis, an 
activist in hockey. “It’s been shown. There have been massive articles in 
the ‘Wall Street Journal’ proving that. Leagues and teams do that stuff 
and they’ll do performative things to do that stuff, but nobody’s truly 
stepped up and shifted hockey culture.” 

Hockey culture is a broad term, but most people in hockey understand 
what it means. It’s a group that is set in its ways, most of those ways 
being outdated. It’s people coming to defend Bowman for being a “nice 
guy.” It’s people wondering why Beach didn’t just knock out Aldrich, who 
was much smaller than him (McDonough himself openly wondered this, 
according to the Jenner & Block report). It’s people putting winning above 
everything else. 

Moore knows as well as anyone how trying to fix hockey culture can feel 
like tilting at windmills. 

“We turned in our manuscript in January, and it’s about to be November,” 
Moore said. “How much has happened in hockey since then? Every time 
something happens, it further drives the point home that these issues are 
systemic and they keep happening. They’re not one-offs, it’s not 
something that happens every now and then like the Olympics or Halley’s 
Comet. … There seems to be a thought that this is only a Blackhawks 
problem. It’s not. We all know there’s four or five knuckleheads on a lot of 
teams. Until we talk about these issues, they’re not going away.” 

McGillis believes that “team performance above all else” mentality, as 
Danny Wirtz put it, can be altered and walked us through his strategy of 
humanizing, education and reforming. 

“We saw after the murder of George Floyd 200 NHL players came out 
with statements, granted those statements were kind of very similar and 
lacked a little depth, but first time we’d ever seen that,” McGillis said. 
“That was a moment in time where this was humanized for them. Anti-
Black racism was humanized. 

“If there was education available, many probably would have taken part. 
Then we need to reform. We need to reform how things are handled — 
suspensions and different things. We need to reform the culture. We 
need to reform how we penalize people for infractions. I think that can 
start with one team buying in and then using your influence to set things 
elsewhere and then all of a sudden a second time buys in and then a 
third team and then all of a sudden you see it at the minor hockey level 
and the junior level and then you have momentum. That’s when you see 
a shift. That’s how a team can impact. That’s how you can change 
hockey culture.” 

Support sexual-assault survivor organizations   

The Blackhawks have said they’ve taken steps to make sure nothing like 
what happened to Beach happens again. Danny Wirtz said the 
organization had “policies, procedures and practices in place to ensure 
the safety and well-being of our employees, including policies that require 
leaders to report any suspected or actual harassment reported to them or 
which they observe, as well as processes to appropriately handle and 
investigate any reports of misconduct of any type by employees or third 
parties.” 

More is needed, though. They need to support sexual-assault survivor 
organizations. They can offer to donate even more than the $1 million of 
their $2 million fine to the NHL to fund local organizations. Most people 
feel like they got off easy with that fine. 

“I think the Blackhawks have to make a concerted effort to support 
organizations that are working towards ending abuse in the sport,” 
Ugarte said. “We see abuse happen again and again in hockey and it’s 
almost glossed over. There’s like three or four other huge cases 
happening in terms of sexual violence in hockey right now and it’s barely 
covered. They should also institute comprehensive policies around hiring 
people with history of violence whether that be sexual, racist, or etc. I 
believe that almost everyone deserves a life with dignity but hockey is a 
privilege, not a right.” 

End the bully corporate culture 

For years, McDonough’s iron-fisted rule (with Al MacIsaac as his right-
hand man) of the Blackhawks was viewed with equal parts derision and 
grudging respect. The Blackhawks were hugely successful and made a 
lot of money during his tenure, but a culture of fear permeated every 
aspect of the organization. You heard stories about how team employees 
lived in fear of McDonough’s wrath, but even as a reporter, you could see 
it. Front-office executives were afraid to speak even off the record, 
stymying the usual backchannels through which both sides benefit. Team 
staffers who used to socialize with outsiders suddenly offered nothing but 
a cold shoulder and a tense nod. Even superstar players would race into 
a back room to get a hat before a postgame interview to avoid 
McDonough’s wrath. As McDonough liked to say, he wanted his staff to 
be comfortable being uncomfortable. 

“Everyone in that organization was on eggshells all the time,” one former 
employee said. “We all just kind of lived in fear.” 

The early returns of Danny Wirtz’s and Faulkner’s tenure are promising, 
but that kind of workplace culture doesn’t go away overnight. 

“The other thing I think the Blackhawks can do in the short term … is 
working to empower all of their staff,” Ugarte said. “The common refrain 
that I’ve seen is that McDonough and his cronies were almost dictatorial 
in how they ran things. Fear is the strongest tool of oppression. Fear of 
rocking the boat, getting fired, or getting ostracized in the community. 
Creating that fear is what allowed them to wield that level of power, and 
what allows cycles of abuse — sexual, bullying, racism, etc. — to 
continue in the sport. Having a diverse staff and a leadership team that is 
trained to be supportive would go a long way. You should never have to 
fear your boss. Your boss should work with you and support you. They 
are meant to hold you accountable, not own you. DEI committees, 
unions, affinity groups, would also a long way to creating some sort of 
checks and balances.” 

It’s easier said than done in the high-stakes world of the NHL, where 
office politics become something of a bloodsport. There are so few high-
level jobs available that those in power will go to great lengths to 
maintain that power, and those in the next tier can become fearful of 
speaking truth to power because they don’t want to be iced out, or seen 
as going after someone else’s job. 

“A healthy workplace is one where everyone feels comfortable,” said one 
NHL front-office executive. “You want them to be comfortable that they 
understand what’s expected of them, that they have what they need to 
meet those expectations, that they have the ability to do the job, and that 
people will value their contributions. You want them to be comfortable 
with each other, with their managers, and with the corporate philosophy. 
Comfort alone doesn’t cover everything — you also want people to feel 
challenged, to have opportunities to grow, and to feel supported — but 
it’s a good starting point. 

“I think the overwhelming influence on any given employee comes from 
their direct manager. Your manager is usually going to be the person 
who knows you best, knows what you need, and has the most 
opportunity to provide it for you. But nobody is born knowing how to do 
that, and what ownership and senior executives can do is make sure 
managers have good role models and guidance and feedback for what 
effective management looks like so that they can continue to grow as 
managers.” 

Own their mistakes 

The Blackhawks haven’t often been ones to admit they’re wrong in the 
past. If you recall, the following was even their first statement when the 
lawsuits were filed in May. 

“The Chicago Blackhawks take the allegations asserted by a former 
player very seriously. Based on our investigation, we believe the 
allegations against the organization lack merit and we are confident the 
team will be absolved of any wrongdoing. As this is a pending litigation 
matter, it would be inappropriate for us to comment further.” 
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That certainly didn’t hold up over time. Why did the Blackhawks have to 
dig their heels in right from the beginning? Why not just leave it at “no 
comment”? 

Beyond that, why didn’t the Blackhawks put Stan Bowman and anyone 
else named in the lawsuits on leave until more information was 
gathered? Sure, it would have made for a difficult offseason without a 
general manager, but these things aren’t easy. That’s actually putting the 
well-being of people ahead of team success. 

The Blackhawks keeping Bowman in place and defending themselves 
right off the bat wasn’t unexpected. This is the same organization that 
decided to allow Patrick Kane to play while under investigation for an 
alleged rape. Even in releasing the Jenner & Block findings, Danny Wirtz 
went out of his way to say “even though we believe we have a strong 
legal defense” before saying he was directing his lawyers to seek a 
settlement with the lawsuits. 

Those may be the most notable examples, but the Blackhawks have 
rarely admitted fault in many other situations as well. Going on the 
defensive seems to be the organization’s default position. Bowman would 
sometimes say mistakes were made, but he’d never own up to them 
individually when asked. Even recently, a lot of people thought the 
Blackhawks were ignorant for highlighting that they had added more 
women to their hockey operations staff while the lawsuits were pending. 
The Blackhawks were angry they were criticized for that. 

So while this story is about looking forward, it’s important that the 
Blackhawks reflect on — and address — the past, too. That means how 
they treated Akim Aliu, how they handled Kane, how they put Hull on a 
pedestal, even how Jonathan Toews defiantly praised Bowman and 
MacIsaac in his first comments after the Jenner & Block report was 
released. 

The housecleaning that’s taken place offers the Blackhawks a fresh start, 
but it doesn’t erase the past. And sometimes, the only way to move 
forward is to look back and acknowledge the mistakes of the past. 

“In hockey, people are always pointing a finger at someone else,” Moore 
said. “And very rarely do they look inside and be like, ‘Hey, we messed 
up here, and what can we do to fix things?’ This is what the Blackhawks 
are known for now, this whole scandal. Not the championship wins, not 
that they’re an Original Six team. People think about the Blackhawks, 
they’re thinking about what they did. So I’m hoping that somewhere along 
the line, whoever’s still left there realizes, ‘Hey, we’ve got a lot of work to 
do and this is going to take years.’” 
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NHL commissioner explains why he was OK with Quenneville coaching 
day before resignation 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

One day after being named in an external investigation and report from a 
Chicago law firm regarding the Chicago Blackhawks’ mishandling of a 
2010 sexual assault allegation made by a former player against an 
assistant coach, one hour after that player outed himself and claimed 
“there’s absolutely no way” he wouldn’t have known and one day before 
ultimately resigning in the aftermath of the report, Joel Quenneville stood 
behind the bench and continued his head coaching duties for one more 
night as the Florida Panthers played the Boston Bruins at FLA Live 
Arena. 

And NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, speaking to media on a Zoom 
teleconference about a week after the report and investigation became 

public, defended the Panthers’ decision to let Quenneville coach that 
game. 

“Should he have coached on Wednesday night? I suppose people can 
differ on that point, and I understand that,” Bettman said Monday. “But he 
had already coached 867 games since 2010, and I wanted to make sure 
that no one — including coach Quenneville — could say that I prejudged 
him. Again, people can disagree on this, but I was focused on the long-
term, not that one game.” 

This all stems from Chicago law firm Jenner & Block’s extensive report 
released Oct. 26 detailing its investigation into former Blackhawks minor-
league forward Kyle Beach’s allegations against then-Blackhawks video 
coach Brad Aldrich. The report detailed a meeting of “senior club 
management” on the day the Chicago beat the San Jose Sharks to reach 
the 2010 Stanley Cup Finals. Quenneville, who was the Blackhawks’ 
head coach at the time, was listed as an attendee. 

Beach, who was previously unnamed in the report but revealed himself 
as the accuser in an interview with The Sports Network’s SportsCentre 
one day after the report became public, asserted Quenneville knew about 
his allegation. 

“There’s absolutely no way that he can deny knowing it,” Beach told the 
Canadian sports network Wednesday, with the interview playing about an 
hour before the Panthers’ game against the Bruins began. “I witnessed 
meetings, right after I reported it to James Gray, that were held in Joel 
Quenneville’s office.” 

This contradicted a statement from Quenneville in July in which he 
asserted to the Associated Press that he learned of the allegation 
“through the media earlier this summer.” 

Quenneville, along with Panthers general manager Bill Zito and CEO 
Matt Caldwell, met with Bettman on Thursday in New York. Bettman said 
he wanted to make sure Quenneville “felt he had a fair opportunity to tell 
me his account of what happened.” 

“Ultimately,” Bettman added, “he decided it was best to resign.” 

When asked if there was a framework of a potential suspension or NHL 
discipline presented to Quenneville during that in-person meeting, 
Bettman deflected. 

“Suffice it to say that whatever conversations I had with Joel and 
[Panthers owner] Vinnie Viola had with Joel, Joel ultimately concluded 
the most sensible course of action was for him to resign,” Bettman said. 

In addition to Quenneville’s resignation, Chicago general manager Stan 
Bowman and Blackhawks senior vice president of hockey operations Al 
MacIsac, both of whom were also in the meeting, left the organization. 

Andrew Brunette, who was hired to Florida’s coaching staff ahead of the 
2019-2020 season, has since taken over as the Panthers’ interim coach. 
He has gone 1-0-1 in his first two games, defeating the Detroit Red 
Wings 3-2 in overtime on Friday and losing 3-2 in a shootout against the 
Bruins on Saturday. 

“We’re just grinding through right now,” Brunette said. “Hopefully this is a 
step to getting to the new normal. We’ll see.” 

PRACTICE UPDATE 

After playing back-to-back games on Friday and Saturday and being 
given the day off Sunday, the Panthers returned to practice on Monday at 
the Panthers IceDen in Coral Springs. 

A handful of key players were missing — defensemen Aaron Ekbald, 
Radko Gudas and Markus Nutivaara; forward Sam Bennett; and 
goaltender Spencer Knight, in addition to the duo of Anton Lundell and 
Joe Thornton who are on injured reserve — but Brunette anticipates 
most of the group on the active roster to be ready when they return to the 
ice on Thursday against the Washington Capitals at FLA Live Arena. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 2, 2021 

 

“A lot of maintenance days,” Brunette said. “We had a lot of games in 
that stretch. This is a good time. There are very few times during the 
season until February to really get some days to get some rest.” 
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Greg Cote Show podcast: After 40-plus years, a live on-air reunion with 
Gary ‘The Bag’ Rosenfeld! 

 

BY GREG COTE 

 

The new episode of the Greg Cote Show, out now, is a first for our 
podcast — and maybe for any podcast. Ever. We have a live reunion 
with Gary “The Bag” Rosenfeld, a childhood friend who Greg had not 
seen or spoken to in more than 40 years. 

Greg casually referenced The Bag on a recent Le Batard Show, which 
inspired us to track him down and invite him on the pod. They were 
neighbors and pals from 1962 ‘til 76, from when Greg was 7 until he went 
off to college. 

The two old friends reminisce about growing up in the same 
neighborhood, Greg’s beloved “1440.” Gary talks about the origin of his 
unusual nickname, what Greg was like as a boy, and who used to win at 
1-on-1 basketball, street baseball, card collecting, Strat-O-Matic and all 
the rest. 

It’s a fun journey back in time, and a glimpse at Greg before anybody 
knew his name or voice. 

This is our 42nd podcast of 2021 and 84th overall and we welcome you 
back as always! 

Also in the new episode: 

▪ Greg, Chris and Atlanta Braves fan Yeti discuss that team’s 
controversial Tomahawk Chop. 

▪ Greg raves about his new commode and marvels at advances in toilet 
technology he didn’t even know existed. 

▪ PETA demands baseball change the name of its bullpen, and we 
discuss animal-friendly alternatives. 

▪ The sad end for Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville and why it 
had to happen. Also; the hot Heat, surging Hurricanes and still-reeling 
Dolphins. 

▪ In a Greg’s Lobos update, the midseason MVL is revealed! 

▪ Oh, and if there’s strange noise toward the end of the pod, it’s because 
Greg and Chris recorded the last 10 minutes or so on Halloween night 
while trick-or-treating with Princess Belle. 

Hear all of this and more in our latest episode of The GCS! (Find the 
entire catalog HERE). A new episode drops every Monday morning at 7 
a.m. on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google, Stitcher — all free, wherever 
and whenever you do your podding, including of course at 
Miamiherald.com. 

The show also simulcasts on Sirius XM radio Mondays firom 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. 

Our podcast debuted March 2, 2020, just before the pandemic hit 
(coincidence, don’t blame us), and overwhelming support from our loyal 
and growing family of listeners nationwide and beyond has been terrific, 
humbling and much appreciated. 

Thank you all so much, pod family. Please continue to listen, rate, 
review, follow, then unfollow and follow again and so on. It isn’t cheating, 
and it helps us lots. Tell your friends, too! 
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Gary Bettman defends the NHL’s recent decisions and discipline after an 
investigation into the Chicago Blackhawks’ handling of 2010 allegations 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO AND JOHN WAWROW 

 

Commissioner Gary Bettman on Monday defended the NHL’s decisions 
and discipline meted out after an investigation into the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ handling of sexual assault allegations in 2010. 

Bettman called the organization’s $2 million fine “significant” and stood 
by decisions to let Joel Quenneville coach one more game for the Florida 
Panthers and not discipline Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff based on his limited role in the Blackhawks front office at 
the time. Quenneville resigned as Panthers coach after meeting with 
Bettman last week. 

In his first public comments since the report detailing the Blackhawks 
investigation was released, Bettman said he did not want anyone to think 
he was prejudging Quenneville, who was the Blackhawks coach when 
allegations surfaced that video coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted 
prospect Kyle Beach 11 years ago. 

Timeline: The Chicago Blackhawks video coach scandal — and what’s 
happened next » 

Asked if Quenneville was given any kind of ultimatum, Bettman said, 
“Joel ultimately concluded that the most sensible course of action was for 
him to resign.” 

Cheveldayoff is the only person in Blackhawks management at the time 
who still works for an NHL club. Cheveldayoff was present at a meeting 
about Beach’s allegations in May 2010, but the report by former federal 
prosecutor Reid Schar indicated the former assistant GM was the only 
one who recalled he was even there. 

“Kevin was such a minor player in this,” Bettman said. “He had been with 
the Blackhawks for nine months. He was an assistant general manager 
with fairly limited responsibilities. This was something that he not only 
had no responsibility for — that based on what was available to him in his 
minor, relatively, position at the time, he had no reason to believe that 
anything other than the right things were going on.” 

Cheveldayoff was scheduled to address reporters Monday, though that 
was pushed back by the Jets because owner Mark Chipman suffered a 
bout of vertigo over the weekend and insisted on being there for the 
news conference. 

The executive board of the NHL Players’ Association also met Monday to 
discuss how the union apparently ignored Beach’s situation when it was 
brought to officials’ attention a decade ago. Executive director Don Fehr 
recommended outside counsel launch a review into what happened — 
something the executive board was expected to approve by vote. The 
voting could not be completed during the meeting because several 
members had to prepare to play Monday night. 

Players in recent days expressed concern over the NHLPA’s handling of 
Beach’s allegations, even though he wasn’t technically a member 
because he never played in an NHL game. Schar’s investigation found 
that a confidant of Beach’s reached out to the NHLPA, with nothing 
coming of it. 
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“I know I reported every single detail to an individual at the NHLPA, who I 
was put in contact with after,” Beach said during his interview 
Wednesday on TSN in Canada, his first since coming out as John Doe. “I 
believe two different people talked to Don Fehr. And for him to turn his 
back on the players when his one job is to protect the players at all costs, 
I don’t know how that can be your leader. I don’t know how he can be in 
charge.” 

Hockey Hall of Fame says it is considering the Chicago Blackhawks’ 
request to remove Brad Aldrich’s name from the Stanley Cup — while the 
NHL opts not to punish Kevin Cheveldayoff » 

Fehr signed on as an NHLPA adviser in the summer of 2010 after Aldrich 
had resigned rather than face a Blackhawks investigation. Fehr was 
named NHLPA executive director in December of that year. 

In a statement last week, Fehr said the person Beach spoke with was a 
program doctor at the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program, which, 
while confidential, he added should have resulted in further action 
because of its severity. 

“The fact that it did not was a serious failure,” Fehr said. “There is no 
doubt that the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we 
are part of that system.” 

Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said Monday the NHL first got a heads up 
about a potential lawsuit in December, though Blackhawks counsel 
downplayed it. 

“(Blackhawks lawyers) claimed to have looked into it,” he said. “They said 
there was no merit.” 

The first time the league learned of the specific allegations was in May 
when the first suit was filed, according to Daly. 
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Big week for the Florida Panthers — and Andrew Brunette 

 

By George Richards  

 

When word got out that Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville had 
resigned and Andrew Brunette was named interim head coach, the next 
topic was “who will the Panthers get to take the job?” 

We floated the names of a number of veteran coaches who were 
available with the caveat of the Panthers potentially wanting to hire 
someone with experience to guide a championship-caliber team. 

It’s not known whether the Panthers are thinking along those lines or not. 

General manager Bill Zito has said that the Panthers are “taking their 
time” and won’t be rushed into any decision on how they proceed this 
season. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

Florida’s fast start — the team is 8-0-1 — has built some serious equity 
when it comes to the Atlantic Division. Zito won’t be rushed because he 
doesn’t need to rush. 

His team is doing just fine, thank you very much. 

”Much appreciation to Andrew for stepping up and helping,” Zito said on 
ESPN before the Detroit game. “We’re methodical, we’re not going to 
rush out and chase anything for the wrong reasons at the wrong time. 
We’re going to take our time and go through the process. 

“For now, Andrew Brunette is the interim coach and I can’t really tell you 
what the temporal scope is other than honestly, we’re worried about 
tonight.” 

Although Brunette doesn’t have any head coaching experience, that does 
not mean he is inexperienced. 

Not only did he play in 1,110 games but he was on two expansion teams 
(Nashville in 1998, Atlanta in 1999) and scored the first goal in Predators 
history. He was on five playoff teams over his career and has been either 
an assistant coach or assistant GM with Minnesota and Florida since 
2015. 

Brunette knows this team as well as anyone (he was one of 
Quenneville’s first hires in 2019) and the team has plenty of respect for 
him. 

One thing Zito is watching is whether Brunette looks like he is in over his 
head. 

If it appears that is the case, perhaps the team starts making some calls. 

On the ESPN+ broadcast the other night, John Tortorella emphasized he 
has not had even a text message from the Panthers. Of course, he had 
to say something exactly like that. Torts has been around. 

But here’s the thing: Brunette has looked right at home behind the bench. 
His press conferences have been concise and professional. 

We know he has the knowledge. In his two days in his new job, he has 
certainly looked the part. 

Now comes the big test. 

Things are going to settle down around the Panthers this week. Brunette 
took over a team in a maelstrom and did better than anyone could have 
hoped. He settled things down. Having a familiar face take the reins 
during such a tumultuous time was the prudent move by Zito & Co. 

We’ll see how things go. 

The Panthers will spend this week at practice before playing a pair of 
home games against two of the better teams in the Eastern Conference. 

The Washington Capitals are the first to visit Sunrise as they come to 
town on Thursday. On Saturday, the unbeaten Carolina Hurricanes visit 
for the first time since they went 6-0-2 against the Panthers last season 
and beat Florida out for the Central Division title by a point. 

It is not believed that the Panthers are actively looking to replace 
Brunette. For now, the job is his. 

Although he joked Friday he was going “day to day,’’ he wasn’t laughing. 
Interim means placeholder. 

But could the interim tag be taken off? Could Brunette keep the job? 

Certainly. 

Andrew Brunette may not be the flashiest name out there, but he may be 
the right person at the right time to coach the Panthers. 

Florida panthers detroit wings 

There have been plenty of examples in sports of a coach being fired, 
someone from the staff promoted and finding immediate success. 

A recent example came in 2019 when Mike Yeo was fired by the St. 
Louis Blues, Craig Berube was promoted and the team ended up winning 
it all. 

Locally, some may remember 2001 when Butch Davis left the Miami 
Hurricanes for the NFL and, although there were bigger names out there, 
Larry Coker was promoted despite having no head coaching experience. 
Things worked out pretty good, at least for a while, in Coral Gables. 

This Panthers team probably has more in common with those 2001 
Hurricanes than the 2018-19 Blues. 
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St. Louis was underachieving under Yeo and really didn’t catch fire until 
January when rookie goalie Jordan Binnington took over and changed 
everything. Berube also had head coaching experience in Philadelphia. 

The Panthers are already on fire. 

They are the team on the rise just like those Hurricanes were when Davis 
left. 

Those Hurricanes players rallied around Coker and it appears the same 
is happening in Sunrise. The Panthers, understandably, are happy with 
the way things are going. Brunette offers stability and continuity. 

That may overshadow any experienced big names out there who may 
want to head south. 

And, make no mistake, everyone wants to come south to coach this 
team. 

Would bringing in someone new help or hurt? 

“Yeah, he’s great,’’ Sasha Barkov said of Brunette. “He’s one of the 
smartest hockey guys I have ever been around. He always has those 
little things that not everyone sees on the ice and in practices. He has a 
really high Hockey IQ and it’s really good to have him on the team. We 
love playing in front of him.” 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 11.02.2021 
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Lightning beat Capitals for third straight win 

Tampa Bay hands Washington its first regulation loss of the season. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Andrei Vasilevskiy’s performance Monday against the 
Washington Capitals featured its share of jaw-dropping saves against 
one of the league’s quickest and most dangerous offenses. 

But one stop stood out most, and it might have been the biggest moment 
in the Lightning’s 3-2 win at Amalie Arena. 

Tampa Bay trailed by a goal and was killing off the final seconds of a 
Washington power play at the start of the second period. Defenseman 
John Carlson flicked the puck down the ice from just outside his own blue 
line, banking it off the end boards to the left of the net. Evgeny Kuznetsov 
skated on to the puck and passed it across the crease to Tom Wilson. 

Vasilevskiy appeared to be beat but quickly slid across the goal mouth 
and swatted Wilson’s wrister out of the air with his glove, keeping it a 
one-goal game. 

Three minutes later, Alex Killorn scored a game-tying goal in front of the 
net. Anthony Cirelli’s power-play goal midway through the second period 
gave the Lightning the lead. But it was Vasilevskiy’s shorthanded save 
that turned the momentum. 

“It’s huge, especially at the start of the period,” said center Brayden 
Point, whose early third-period goal wound up being the winner. “That’s 
an incredible save. Vasy comes over so fast, and he takes so much 
space away from guys. It’s pretty remarkable to watch. He had a couple 
game-savers, I thought (Monday). It’s a different game out there without 
Vasy, for sure.” 

The win gave the Lightning (5-3-1) their third straight victory after a 
sluggish start out of the gate. They handed the Capitals (5-1-3) their first 
regulation loss of the season. 

It’s no coincidence the Lightning’s improved play has coincided with 
Vasilevskiy being at his best. Following his 31-save performance on 

Monday, Vasilevskiy owns a 1.33 goals-against average and .954 save 
percentage over the past three games. 

Cirelli scored the go-ahead goal on a 5-on-3 power play less than nine 
minutes into the second period. He assisted on Tampa Bay’s other two 
goals. 

As time wound down on their 1-minute, 20-second, two-man advantage, 
Victor Hedman found Barre-Boulet in the right circle, and he flicked a 
pass off the stick of defenseman John Carlson to Cirelli in front of the net. 
Capitals goaltender Vitek Vanecek reached back to try to make a poke 
check, but Cirelli backhanded the puck into the net. 

The Lightning were just 1-for-18 on the power play in six games without 
Kucherov before Cirelli’s goal. 

The win also could be attributed to what Tampa Bay was able to do on 
the penalty kill against a Capitals team with one of the game’s top power-
play scorers, forward Alex Ovechkin. 

Killorn’s slashing penalty put the Lightning down a man with 1:35 left in 
the first, but defenseman Erik Cernak blocked two Ovechkin one-timers 
from the left circle, taking one on the wrist and another on the foot. 

“That’s how you win hockey games,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “It 
takes so much courage to stand in there. You know he’s not passing. So 
it’s mano-a-mano.” 

Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak (81)and goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy 
(88) work to keep the puck out of the net during the first period. 

Vasilevskiy’s save on Wilson came 17 seconds into the second period, 
as the Lightning started the period on the penalty kill for the first 25 
seconds. 

“You just don’t want to be in the position to chase games, and 
(Vasilevskiy) prevented us from doing that and then we ended up getting 
the lead,” Cooper said. “We scored right after that. That’s the key. It’s 
(almost) 2-0, and now it’s 1-1 all because of the timeliness of that save. 
Who knows what happens after that, but those are game-changing.” 

Killorn scored his fifth goal in his past four games just over three minutes 
into the period when Cirelli corralled a loose puck off an offensive-zone 
faceoff and slid a pass through the crease to Killorn in front of the net. 

Point gave the Lightning a 3-1 lead early in the third, taking a pass from 
Taylor Raddysh in the neutral zone and breaking in alone on the left side 
before beating Vanecek top shelf. 

• • • 

The Tampa Bay Times has commemorated the Lightning’s second 
consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 
Striking Twice. Order now. 

Sign up for Lightning Strikes, a weekly newsletter from Bolts beat writer 
Eduardo A. Encina that brings you closer to the ice. 

Never miss out on the latest with the Bucs, Rays, Lightning, Florida 
college sports and more. Follow our Tampa Bay Times sports team on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

UP NEXT:NHL commissioner defends disciplinary decisions in 
Blackhawks scandal 
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Lightning’s Cal Foote recalled from AHL Syracuse after conditioning stint 

Plus, Boris Katchouk and Erik Cernak are banged up in “rough” practice. 
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The Lightning on Sunday afternoon recalled defenseman Cal Foote from 
his conditioning stint with AHL Syracuse. He will join the team sometime 
this week. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning on Sunday recalled defenseman Cal Foote 
from his conditioning stint with AHL Syracuse. He will join the team this 
week. 

Foote has been out since the start of the season recovering from 
offseason surgery to repair a pinkie-finger tendon injury suffered during 
what he described as a “freak accident” on the ice. He started his 
conditioning assignment Oct. 22 and played five games with the Crunch. 

Foote, who was expected to step into a bigger role with the Lightning this 
season after making his NHL debut last year, called the past few months 
different. 

“Anytime you’re away from your teammates, away from the team, you 
want to get back as soon as you can,” he said in October. “But at the 
same time, you want to be ready to go.” 

Foote has spent time since the injury focusing on conditioning, 
specifically his lower-body strength, agility and speed. 

In his absence, the Lightning have played Andrej Sustr on the blue line 
alongside Mikhail Sergachev. 

Veteran defenseman Zach Bogosian, who suffered a lower-body injury 
after skating in the Oct. 12 opener, is expected to miss another two to 
three weeks. Coach Jon Cooper said he hopes Bogosian can return 
before Thanksgiving. 

‘Tough practice’ ahead of game vs. Capitals 

The Lightning practiced for an hour after a day off but didn’t come out of 
it clean. 

About halfway through practice, forward Boris Katchouk skated to the 
bench in discomfort after participating in a drill. He talked with assistant 
athletic trainer Mike Poirier and did not return to the ice. 

Soon after, defenseman Erik Cernak gingerly skated to the bench after 
blocking a shot in a separate drill. He stayed off the ice for a few minutes 
before returning. 

“(Sunday) was a tough practice,” Cooper said. “(Katchouk) we’re still 
working on.” 

Steven Stamkos missed the practice for what the team called body 
maintenance. Cooper said Stamkos should be good to play Monday 
against the Capitals. 

The Tampa Bay Times has commemorated the Lightning’s second 
consecutive Stanley Cup title with a new hardcover coffee table book, 
Striking Twice. Order now. 

Sign up for Lightning Strikes, a weekly newsletter from Bolts beat writer 
Eduardo A. Encina that brings you closer to the ice. 

Never miss out on the latest with the Bucs, Rays, Lightning, Florida 
college sports and more. Follow our Tampa Bay Times sports team on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

UP NEXT:Steven Stamkos is back at center, right where Lightning need 
him 

Mari Faiello - Sports Trending and Outdoors Reporter 

Tampa Bay Times LOADED: 11.02.2021 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Building a 20-man roster of history’s 
terrible starts (that turned out OK) 

 

By Sean McIndoe Nov 2, 2021  

 

We’re two weeks into the season, and your favorite team probably has at 
least one player who’s off to a bad start. Maybe they’re not posting 
numbers, or maybe you’re barely noticing them, or maybe they just look 
lost out there. Whatever the case, they’re not meeting expectations, and 
that’s putting it kindly. 

And you know what that means: The guy’s a bum. A has-been, or maybe 
a never-was, or perhaps somehow both at the same time. You should 
give up on them now. 

Or not. That’s the fun of pro sports, where sometimes a slump is just a 
slump. String together a few bad weeks in January and maybe nobody 
notices. But do it at the start of the season, and everyone assumes it will 
last all season long. Sometimes that matters, and sometimes it doesn’t. 

So today, we’re going to build a roster out of terrible starts from NHL 
history. Twelve forwards, six defensemen and two goalies, all of whom 
stunk at the start of a season. I’ll give you facts, you can join me in 
booing the player for being a bum, and then we’ll reveal who we’re 
talking about and how it all turned out. 

The idea here is to give you some hope for the early-season duds on 
your favorite team. Hey, a little foolish optimism never hurt anyone, so 
let’s remember some awful starts. 

First line 

Bum No. 1 

This flashy mega-star is an Art Ross winner and finished second in 
scoring last year. But this year he’s barely doing anything as the calendar 
flips from October to November. Eleven games into the season, he hasn’t 
had so much as a single multi-point game, and is sitting at a pedestrian 
eight points overall, way below his career average. Even worse, he’s 
already a minus-8 on the season, cementing his reputation as a one-way 
threat who barely knows how to find the defensive zone. Only now he’s 
not scoring at the other end either. Boo this man! 

But you just booed: Jaromir Jagr in 1996-97. 

How it turned out: He breaks out with a four-point night in Game 12, one 
of three he’ll have in the next two months. He’ll end up missing 20 games 
to injury but still finishes the season with almost 100 points, third in the 
league in points per game. Oh, and then he wins each of the next four 
scoring titles. 

Bum No. 2 

Expectations were sky-high for this established star who’d just won a 
Hart to go with a Rocket Richard. He looked OK early, scoring his first 
two goals of the season in his second game. But those would be his last 
goals for almost a month, as he went his next nine games without 
scoring, and as the slump went on he wasn’t even getting many shots. 
He’d finally score again by the second week of November, but you can 
kiss those trophies goodbye, Slumpy. 

But you just booed: Alexander Ovechkin in 2008-09. 

How it turned out: He’d score in each of his next five games and never 
really slowed down from there. He’d finish the season with 56 goals, 110 
points and the second-most shots in the history of the NHL, and would 
indeed capture both the Hart and the Richard for a second straight 
season. 

Bum No. 3 
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This player had been considered an elite superstar for a full decade. But 
everyone slows down eventually, and this guy dropped off big time. He 
went pointless in his first five games and nine of his first ten, and by mid-
November he was on pace for just 10 goals and 40 points in a full 
season. Hey, nobody dominates forever. 

But you just booed: Sidney Crosby in 2015-16. 

How it turned out: Game 19 launched a scoring streak, and Crosby 
stayed red hot for most of the rest of the season. He’d end up earning 
first-team All-Star honors, was Hart Trophy runner-up and won the first of 
two straight Conn Smythe Trophies as the Penguins captured back-to-
back Cups. 

Second line 

Bum No. 1 

This kid has a ton of hype and is supposed to be a franchise savior, 
although he hardly showed it as a part-time rookie. In his first full season, 
he doesn’t record a single point through eight games. By mid-December, 
he’s sitting at just two goals and four points and hasn’t had a single multi-
point performance. Back to the minors, kid. 

But you just booed: Maurice Richard in 1943-44. 

How it turned out: Richard had his first true “Rocket” game on December 
30, potting a hat trick and five points, and was pretty much unstoppable 
the rest of the way. He had 30 goals and 51 points in his last 31 games, 
then was even better in the postseason while leading the Habs to their 
first Stanley Cup in 13 years — a run that included his infamous three-
star game. He’d have 50-in-50 the next year, and you know the rest. 

Bum No. 2 

This guy didn’t do much as a rookie, barely cracking 30 points on a team 
that scored 300 goals. No problem, Year 2 will be different. And it is — 
it’s worse. He’s held pointless in his first five games, and he has just six 
in his first 17 to go with an embarrassing minus-10 rating. Meanwhile, 
other kids on the team look like Hall-of-Famers. Ah well, every contender 
needs a few bottom-six grinders for when the real stars need a breather. 

But you just booed: Mark Messier in 1980-81. 

How it turned out: Messier flipped a switch soon after, scoring at better 
than a point-per-game pace for the rest of the season and the rest of his 
25-year career. He’d win two MVPs, six Cups and retire as the second-
leading scorer in NHL history. 

Bum No. 3 

This hotshot rookie took his sweet time coming over to North America 
and then misses the first few weeks of the season, but you’ve been told 
he’s worth the wait. He’s supposed to be a dynamic scoring threat, but he 
doesn’t get his first goal until game four. It gets worse from there, as he 
has just four goals through 15 games, and just seven through his first 30. 
Go back where you came from, you overhyped bust. 

But you just booed: Pavel Bure in 1991-92. 

How it turned out: Bure turned the corner in February, scoring 22 goals in 
his last 23 games to finish the season with 34 in just 65 games. He wins 
the Calder, then follows that with back-to-back 60-goal seasons on the 
way to a Hall of Fame career. 

Third line 

Bum No. 1 

This No. 1 pick was supposed to be the franchise, but four seasons in 
he’s barely cracked 60 points in a season. You were still holding out 
hope that he’d have the big breakout at 22, but apparently it’s not to be. 
Ten games in, he has just one goal to go with five points and a minus-7 
rating. Oh well, you just signed him to a contract that doesn’t look too 
terrible, so at least this overrated second-liner won’t screw up your cap 
too badly. 

But you just booed: Nathan MacKinnon in 2017-18. 

How it turned out: MacKinnon had multi-point games in four straight and 
never looked back, posting an eye-popping 92 points in his last 64 
games. He ended the year as the Hart runner-up and has been leading 
the “best player on the planet who isn’t Connor McDavid” field ever since. 
Also, the contract looks pretty OK right now. 

Bum No. 2 

Your team burned a No. 2 pick on this kid who’s supposed to be a big 
tough power forward in an era where those guys are gold, but his rookie 
years was pretty nondescript. Somehow, he takes a step backward in 
year two, racking up three points through 11 games and just eight 
through 32. To make matters worse, this so-called tough guy doesn’t 
even earn his first fighting major until game 28. Maybe lacrosse was 
more your speed, kid. 

But you just booed: Brendan Shanahan in 1988-89. 

How it turned out: Shanahan heated up around the midway mark, 
including a seven-game stretch where he racked up 17 points. He 
finished the year with a respectable 50 points before going on to become 
one of the most productive left-wingers in hockey history with 656 goals 
and 1,354 points — and over 500 PIMs more than any other Hall-of-
Fame forward. 

Bum No. 3 

This high-scoring star is entering his prime as the team’s new captain, 
following in the footsteps of two of the most popular players in franchise 
history. It’s his team now, and he responds by … doing absolutely 
nothing. No, literally — through seven games, he puts up zero goals and 
zero assists for (runs numbers) zero points. This guy is the franchise 
now? Your team has made a horrible mistake. 

But you just booed: Mats Sundin in 1997-98. 

How it turned out: Sundin snapped the slump with nine points in his next 
five games, finishing the year with 33 goals and 74 points. He’d serve as 
Leafs captain for another decade and is considered one of the greatest 
players in franchise history. 

Fourth line 

Bum No. 1 

This former top-five pick hasn’t done much in his first two seasons, but 
this is supposed to be his breakout year. He shows signs in game one, 
with a goal and an assist. But after that he disappears, with just one point 
in his next eight games. And in the last five of those games, he manages 
just two total shots on net. Look, sometimes a high pick is just a bust. 

But you just booed: Steve Shutt in 1974-75. 

How it turned out: Shutt scored two goals in game 10 and a hat trick in 
game 12, and was on his way to a breakout 30-goal season. Two years 
later he’d lead the league with 60 as a key piece of a Cup dynasty, and 
he’d end up in the Hall of Fame. 

Bum No. 2 

He peaked early with a Stanley Cup and a Hart-worthy season before 
settling in as a consistent 70 — 80 point scorer. Now he’s been named 
the new team captain. But even right in his prime at the age of 25, the 
magic seems to be gone. He starts the year with just two points in seven 
games, and just seven in his first 16. He’s lousy defensively too, 
including an embarrassing minus-4 game. Oh, and the team he’s 
supposed to be leading is racking up a 14-game losing streak. 

But you just booed: Eric Staal in 2009-10. 

How it turned out: Staal reeled off three straight multi-point games to get 
back on track, and finished the year as a point-per-game player while 
racking up a pair of five-point nights. He’d captain the Hurricanes for six 
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more years, and is now the all-time leading scorer in Carolina history by 
over 300 points. 

Bum(s) No. 3/4 

We’ll close out the forwards with a combo package since it’s hard to 
choose between them. Both were high picks that the franchise had 
moved heaven and earth to acquire, but neither seemed all that 
interested in living up to their potential early in their career, especially in 
October and November. For this roster, let’s go with their fourth full 
seasons when they should have been well into their offensive primes. But 
by the Christmas break, one guy was struggling along with just three 
goals and 17 points in 34 games — and he was the productive one, as 
the other guy had one goal and 11 points in the same timeframe. That’s 
right, a combined four whole goals from two guys who the future of the 
franchise was built around. What’s worse than a huge bust? Two of 
them, apparently. 

But you just booed: I’m guessing the combo package part gave it away, 
but it’s 2003-04 and you’re booing Henrik and Daniel Sedin. 

How it turned out: Both twins picked up the pace the rest of the way, 
racking up 30+ points in the second half, and they’d end up both hitting 
1,000 points while combining for two scoring titles, a Pearson and a Hart. 

First pairing 

Bum No. 1 

This youngster has lived up to the considerable hype over his first two 
years in the league. But now it’s Year 3 and time to take the next step, 
and it’s just not happening. This so-called offensive whiz has only four 
points through eight games, just two at even strength. Oh, and he’s a 
minus player. Forget about revolutionizing the sport and maybe focus on 
finding your own end, kid. 

But you just booed: Bobby Orr in 1968-69. 

How it turned out: This turned out to be pretty much the last time Orr 
looked mortal until his knees gave out. He’d have seven points over his 
next four games on his way to 21 goals and 64 points, both of which 
established single-season records for defensemen. He’d also finish the 
year as a plus-55, tying the all-time mark. He’d win the Norris and be a 
Hart finalist for the first time, then go on to absolutely obliterate the 
record book over the next six years. 

Bum No. 2 

At 22, this defenseman was coming off a breakout 60-point season that 
seemed to establish him as a future Norris contender. But his follow-up 
year sees him faceplant right out of the gate, as he was on the ice for all 
four goals against in a 4-1 opening night loss. That level of play 
continued through most of October, and through nine games this so-
called stud had just two points (both secondary assists, none at five-on-
five) and was sporting an embarrassing minus-6. Oh well, guess he was 
a one-year wonder. 

But you just booed: Nicklas Lidstrom in 1992-93. 

How it turned out: Nicklas Lidstrom went on to become Nicklas Lidstrom. 
Hey, he might win a Norris someday after all. 

Second pairing 

Bum No. 1 

Your team shelled out plenty to land this guy as a free agent, and he’s 
given them a few strong years. But he’s well on the wrong side of 30 
now, and he’s clearly lost a step. He’s a turnstile in the opener, posting a 
minus-3 in a loss, and it doesn’t get much better from there. Through the 
first 12 games, he hasn’t scored, he has just three points and he’s a 
minus on the year. Ah well, when you signed him you knew the decline 
would come eventually. 

But you just booed: Zdeno Chara in 2008-09. 

How it turned out: Chara got his first goal in game 13 and posted points 
in four of five, and the defensive side settled in too. He finished the year 
with 19 goals and 50 points, then won the Norris and earned first-team 
All-Star honors for the first time in his career. 

Bum No. 2 

This guy has been a stud for years, even if he never wins the Norris. But 
now he should be in his absolute prime as a 27-year-old veteran, and 
instead, he’s struggling. Through 13 games he has just six points, and 
half of those came in his one good game of the season. He’s also a 
minus-4, and a big part of the reason why the team is headed towards its 
worst season in years. If they were smart, they’d trade this guy to a 
contender before the rest of the league realizes he’s washed. 

But you just booed: Brad Park in 1975-76. 

How it turned out: Uh, about that trade to a contender. The Rangers 
actually did that; we just described Park’s last games in New York before 
he was sent to the Bruins after this start in the Phil Esposito deal. 
Esposito’s best days were behind him, while Park finished the year as a 
first-team All-Star and was a key piece for the Bruins for years to come. 
The deal is often remembered as one of the most lopsided in hockey 
history. 

Third pairing 

Bum No. 1 

A late-bloomer, this guy is entering his fifth NHL season at the age of 28, 
and he’s been reasonably solid, although never a star. But he looks awful 
at the start of the year, posting just a single point through 10 games (and 
that one was a secondary assist on a meaningless last-minute goal in a 
6-3 loss). Worse, he looks like a pylon in his own end, posting a minus-8 
rating. 

But you just booed: Pierre Pilote in 1959-60. 

How it turned out: Pilote racked up seven points in his next eight games 
and had his plus-minus back into positive territory by early December. 
He’d go on to post a career-high 45 points and earn postseason All-Star 
honors for what would turn out to be the first of eight straight seasons, a 
span that included three Norris wins. 

Bum No. 2 

This flashy weirdo has never been an All-Star or even come all that 
close, but the one thing he’s supposed to be able to do is put the puck in 
the net; at 26 he already has a pair of 20-goal seasons on his resume, 
and last year he potted 17. But he’s shooting blanks this year, going the 
first 18 games of the season without a goal while averaging barely two 
shots per game. Oh, and he’s also minus-10. And has a terrible haircut. 

But you just booed: Al Iafrate in 1992-93. 

How it turned out: First of all, Al Iafrate freaking ruled and if you don’t 
think he belongs with the other big names on this roster then I will fight 
you. As for that 1992-93 season in Washington, he scored his first goal in 
game 19 before breaking through with seven in six games shortly after. 
He ended the year with a career-best 25 goals, making him one of just 
five defensemen to hit that mark in the 1990s. He finished sixth in Norris 
voting and earned second-team All-Star honors, and all of it pales in 
comparison to posing for this photo from the legendary Caps media 
guide. 

Goaltenders 

Bum No. 1 

This offseason acquisition was supposed to blossom after being buried 
as a backup on his old team. But he gets shelled for five goals in each of 
his first two starts, pretty much putting an end to any thought of earning 
the starter’s role. By the first week of December, his record is a pitiful 3-
7-1 to go with an .876 save percentage that’s 20 points below league 
average. Get this bum out of here. Or at least get him a real mask. 
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But you just booed: Dominik Hasek in 1993-94. 

How it turned out: Hasek stops 104-of-109 shots in his next three games 
and finishes the season on an 8-3-3 roll. He becomes the unquestioned 
starter a year later, and wins six of the next eight Vezinas while 
becoming arguably the greatest goalie in NHL history. 

Bum No. 2 

This guy has been a genuine star for a long time, and he knows it. But he 
just turned 30 and his ego is starting to take over the team, and now it 
looks like it’s all downhill from here. He gets absolutely shelled in the 
opener, giving up five goals in just over a period of work before getting 
the hook. Game two isn’t much better, as he gives up six more. Five 
games into the season he’s 0-5-0 and sporting a pathetic .829 save 
percentage. It feels like it’s only a matter of time before he melts down 
completely and gives up, oh let’s just say, nine goals in half a game. 
Time to trade this guy for anything you can get. 

But you just booed: Yeah, Montreal fans know where this is going. It’s 
Patrick Roy in 1995-96. 

How it turned out: After the 0-5 start, Roy won 12 of his next 13 starts. 
The last of those was also his last as a Hab, as the Red Wings game 
happens and he’s traded to Colorado shortly after. I’m told he did pretty 
well there. 
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The Athletic / Gentille: Gary Bettman and the NHL are who we thought 
they were 

 

By Sean Gentille Nov 1, 2021  

 

More than 46 minutes into Monday’s press conference, Gary Bettman 
answered a question. 

For the first time all afternoon, he was helpful. 

In that moment, Bettman might not have been trying to drop the veil on 
the NHL’s response to Kyle Beach’s allegations — but hey, there it was. 
If you didn’t know the score before, you do now. 

Protecting the league, its owners and its money is the goal. Doing the 
right thing — being decent, being human — is somewhere down the list. 
It’s a luxury. It’s a side quest. They’re here so they don’t get sued. 

To get there required the better part of an hour — a combo of kabuki 
theater and 300-level rhetoric that induced sleep and nausea in equal 
parts — for Bettman to take a question from one of the people 
responsible for the reckoning his league, and himself, are facing. 

Odds are, TSN’s Rick Westhead wouldn’t have said a word had Pierre 
LeBrun not cattle-prodded Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
down the proper path a few moments earlier. Yes, in fact, one of the 
public engines behind the investigation should’ve gotten his question. 
The wait? Certainly a mistake. Zoom connections can be finicky. 

The topic was the child former Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich 
sexually assaulted, three years after Beach said Aldrich did the same to 
him, three years after the Blackhawks let Aldrich get on with his life’s 
work, three years after they abandoned Beach when he asked for help 
and they said “no.” 

“I understand in your call with Kyle Beach and his attorney on Saturday 
that you assured him that Kyle and his family would have counseling for 
as long as needed because of this,” Westhead asked Bettman. 

“And I wonder if right now, you’re publicly willing to make the same 
commitment to the boy who was abused by Brad Aldrich in 2013, and to 
his family.” 

Bettman could’ve said anything in response, so long as it started with the 
word “yes.” 

Here’s what we got: “I would have to know more about that circumstance. 
I am more focused, because of the circumstances in front of us, on what 
happened in the NHL environment. I certainly wouldn’t rule it out. I 
certainly would need to know more information” 

Got that? Bettman would prefer to do his own research on a case 
involving the sexual assault of a child, already investigated, already tried 
and already ruled upon by a Michigan court. Aldrich was found guilty 
there, three years after the NHL let him walk without papers. He has nine 
months of jail time to prove it, a fact Daly said the league was unaware of 
until the civil suit was filed in May. 

There was more: “Having said that, making our resources available is 
something that I would probably — not even knowing all the facts — want 
to do, but I think I’d need to know more before I could make the type of 
blanket commitment you’re asking me for.” 

Therapy is expensive, after all, and we know attendance is down. If 
Bettman is concerned about footing the bill for a lifetime’s worth of 
counseling, though, he’s got a fresh $2 million in league accounts. He 
could draw from that. He could’ve also, perhaps, apologized to the kid for 
failing him, like Beach did last week. 

Trying to dodge Westhead was bad. Answering his question that way 
was worse. If you were watching, it was the latest make-you-sick 
moment, but it wasn’t the first. This was, in a perverse way, classic 
Bettman; we typically get the lawyer-speak, tap-dancing routine when 
he’s talking about the Coyotes’ arena deal, or expansion fees, or escrow. 
In those spots — the best of them, at least — the gimmick can be grimly 
entertaining. I knew his commitment to the bit (when he talks and 
condescends and talks and obfuscates and talks and snipes and talks 
some more) was nearly airtight. I was mildly surprised to watch him apply 
it to a sexual-assault cover-up. 

If you want more specifics, they’re easy to find. The answers were 
deliberately vague and legalistic at their best, poisonous alphabet soup at 
their worst. Early on, Bettman cited “different context, different facts” as 
the reason Arizona and New Jersey paid more harshly for misdeeds than 
the Blackhawks. Arizona staged improper prospect workouts. New 
Jersey circumvented the salary cap. Chicago ignored a player who said 
he was raped by a coach. Monday’s conference ended before Bettman 
was asked what “context” and “facts” were in play. He did, however, go 
out of his way to say that Blackhawks ownership was unaware of 
Beach’s story. Could be a clue. 

His response to a question by LeBrun on whether the league would 
reach out to Sheldon Kennedy, who’s on a two-decade crusade against 
bullying, abuse, harassment, and discrimination in hockey. “Sheldon’s 
experience was not at the NHL level.” Bettman is right: Kennedy was 
sexually abused by a coach as a child, and children can’t play in the 
NHL. 

The rationale behind allowing Joel Quenneville to coach the Panthers, 
not just after the report, but after Beach came forward with his allegations 
in an interview with TSN: “I suppose people can differ on that point, but 
(Quenneville) had already coached 867 games since 2010, and I wanted 
to make sure that no one, including Coach Quenneville, could say that I 
had prejudged him.” Bettman, again, is correct: Quenneville coached 867 
games before the public knew Beach’s allegations. The issue is what 
happened before Game 868, after Beach’s interview left Bettman 
“horrified” and “distressed.” 

On and on we went. There was a confusing rationalization on how Jets 
GM Kevin Cheveldayoff kept his current job despite being present when 
the Blackhawks’ braintrust learned of the allegations. Cheveldayoff, 
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basically, is skating on jurisdictional issues. Lucky for him that he was 
just the cap guy, way back in John McDonough’s office. 

There was a deeply weird quasi-implication about The Athletic’s Mark 
Lazerus in response to a question about McDonough. 

There was an apology or two to Beach, and plenty of talk about moving 
forward, and plans for a beefed-up “hotline” that anyone in the hockey 
world can call for nebulous help, sometime in the indeterminate future. 
That’s the sort of thing we can expect from the NHL because it’ll 
theoretically help stop them from getting sued again. Footing medical 
bills for folks ruined by past negligence, though? Where’s the value in 
that? 

And there was more from Bettman. Most of it was bad, and all of it was 
useful; now, we can never say that we didn’t know. This is who they are. 
This is what the NHL is. It can be different — but the people in charge 
have to want it. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.02.2021 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Two decades into his crusade to change hockey, 
why has Sheldon Kennedy never heard from the NHL? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Nov 1, 2021  

 

Tom Renney doesn’t hold back. 

To understand the impact Sheldon Kennedy has had on hockey, just ask 
the CEO of Hockey Canada. 

“This is Nobel Peace Prize stuff for me,’’ Renney said. “I just think what 
Sheldon has done here is pay a deep, deep price for a lot of people. And 
he’s shown some real fortitude to do something with it. 

“I really believe that this is a movement worthy of a Nobel Peace Prize.’’ 

Kennedy has spent the last two decades educating the hockey world and 
the sporting world at large. He is the co-founder of the Respect Group 
organization, an online provider of prevention education related to 
bullying, abuse, harassment, and discrimination. 

All of which stems, of course, from his own experience as a victim of 
sexual abuse, a case that rocked the hockey world back in the 1990s but 
also led to profound change at the grassroots level of the game as far as 
education and safeguards. 

Kennedy’s tireless work has earned him the Order of Canada, the Order 
of Hockey In Canada, and induction in the Canada Sports Hall of Fame 
among several other honours. 

But you know what hasn’t happened in all these years? 

The NHL hasn’t come calling to pick his brain. Nor has the NHL Players’ 
Association. 

Which, in the aftermath of the Kyle Beach story, makes you wonder why. 

“I’ve never talked to the NHL, ever,’’ Kennedy told The Athletic on 
Monday. “It’s unreal.’’ 

And the NHLPA? 

“I’ve never heard a word from the NHLPA, ever.” 

Why? 

Easy for me to point out after the fact, after the horrifying events 
surrounding Beach, but why wouldn’t the NHL and NHLPA have reached 

out years ago to Kennedy and his organization given the work they were 
already doing? 

“I think they’re just so out of touch with the reality in this space,”  
Kennedy said in a measured tone. “And I think they would think this is a 
kids/minors issue. I think they never thought something like this would 
happen in their organization. They probably felt they had it covered in 
their policies and procedures. Which they did. But the policies and 
procedures said they had to act swiftly, but nobody followed it. 

“But no, I’ve never heard from anybody at the NHL, as far as the 
leadership of the NHL, nobody has ever called to ask.’’ 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman addressed the media Monday during a 
lengthy call and I did ask him whether he would consider speaking with 
Kennedy at some point given the league’s interest in further educating 
itself in this space. 

“We’re going to reach out to anybody who’s interested in working with 
us,’’ Bettman said. “Sheldon’s terrible experience was not at the NHL 
level; we’ve been focused on what we have to do for the NHL players, 
but certainly, if Sheldon has an interest in working with us, particularly as 
we seek to set up a network that can provide access for anybody 
involved in hockey at any level, would be more than welcomed to work 
with him and have his input.’’ 

That would be good. 

I heard via a separate source Monday that Kennedy can expect to hear 
from the NHLPA at some point. Which would also be a good thing. 

“I think the players have a huge role in this,’’ Kennedy said. “We need to 
educate them to the max on this stuff. I’m certain most of them want to 
do the right thing. They just don’t know what it is. We can’t keep them in 
the dark about this stuff. And I feel that they are. 

“Who are the first people in an organization to know what’s going on? It’s 
the players, right?’’ 

The league sent out a memo to clubs last week, stressing that club 
personnel must report any kind of abusive behaviour. 

No surprise that Kennedy has been sought out in the media over the past 
week in the aftermath of this Blackhawks scandal. 

His reaction to it so far? 

“I haven’t seen a real solution yet,” Kennedy said. “I think the key here is 
what we know is a critical piece: We need to empower the bystander. 

“If you look at the amount of people that surrounded this situation in a 
leadership role or in a work capacity role such as HR or whatever it might 
be — nobody did the right thing. 

“To me, that says there’s a lack of knowledge, a lack of leadership 
around these issues, and a lack of priority. We’re in a big transition here 
in society where you get the real progressive, the big organizations that 
have made all of these issues — whether it’s sexual assault, or 
harassment, discrimination, inclusion, you’ve made those a priority within 
your organization. And they’re led by leadership. The other organizations 
that haven’t, they’ve really fallen back on ‘Well, we’ve got it covered in 
our policies.’ They’re the ones struggling now. 

“I think what was really misunderstood by the NHL and the Blackhawks is 
the shift that’s happening in society, the cultural shift and the cultural 
change. And the expectations and the demands by society from all the 
work that’s been done to date. Just in our world alone, we’ve educated 
1.7 million Canadians on these exact issues.’’ 

Every hockey parent or minor hockey coach in Canada knows what the 
Respect in Sport program is, as mandated by Hockey Canada, and that’s 
thanks to Kennedy and the Respect Group. 

“Our whole goal is to get every sport leader on the same page across this 
country,” Kennedy said. “We have 70 sport organizations that mandated 
for every one of their coaches across this country. Not just hockey. I 
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mean, 70 sport organizations. Just in Ontario alone, we’ve educated 
close to 600,000 parents.’’ 

There’s little doubt the NHL and the NHLPA would benefit from being 
engaged with Kennedy’s group. 

“Our whole goal is, from Day 1, to educate the 99 percent of good people 
and make them better because that’s our best defence,’’ Kennedy said. 
“You can’t tell me that every single person that surrounded that Kyle 
Beach situation that didn’t put their hand up are bad people. I think with 
that situation we’re dealing with a systemic response, period. And when 
we say that, yes there are individuals involved in it, but I would say that is 
the system. Those people have been taught by the system to respond 
that way. That’s what we have to change. That’s what we talk about with 
culture shift. That’s what we’ve tried to do.’’ 

Education. Awareness. The NHL community needs it. 

“The best thing to do is to educate every single person on every single 
team,” Kennedy said. “It’s your best defence. Give people the tools. Give 
players the tools.’’ 

The last thing Kennedy said really sticks out. 

“At the end of the day, these issues all come under leadership,” he said. 
“If you don’t have a leader in your organization that believes that this stuff 
is important, it’s never going to be dealt with properly. End of story.’’ 
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The Athletic / NHL working to provide tools for more player social media 
engagement 

 

By Sean Shapiro Nov 1, 2021  

 

When the NHL looks to future of fandom, it looks at Lucas Raymond. 

Or at least, players like the Detroit Red Wings rookie forward. 

Raymond is a 19-year-old that grew up in a social media world. He was 
four years old when the first Tweet was sent, and eight when Instagram 
was launched. 

Connecting with others in that age demographic is vital for the league as 
it tries to build new fandom, which is why the league is hoping players 
like Raymond can help expand the audience through their social 
following. 

“We’ve been talking about this for years, and the importance of social 
media as a connection point to younger fans,” said Heidi Browning, the 
executive vice president and chief marketing officer of the NHL. “So you 
start to think about where are the next generation of fans spending the 
most time, then you look at the global trends, right? Young fans around 
the world are following athletes first, then teams and then leagues, and 
they’re following athletes before sports, they might even watch just 
because they’re interesting humans.” 

It’s why the league partnered with Greenfly this season to better 
coordinate and share content on social media. Greenfly is a content 
management system that operates on the back end, and is intended to 
help streamline the league’s use of social media across team, league, 
and player accounts. 

From a logistical standpoint, a new content management system was 
needed. Before this season individual teams and the league had their 
own systems and practices, and there wasn’t a uniform way to share 
content across the vertical. While some teams had better self-run 

systems than others, there were too many potential social moments that 
got lost because the content never made it to a team or player. 

Greenfly is expected, hopefully, to eliminate that possibility. Photos and 
videos from team and league photographers, as well as social media 
staff, are uploaded directly to Greenfly, tagged, and then available to 
teams and players. Players also have access to Getty photos taken 
during the game which they can find by searching their name. 

For example, when Raymond scored his first career goal on Oct. 19 
against the Columbus Blues Jackets it was captured with a glass-level 
video by and NHL Live Social Contributor. The video was uploaded to 
Greenfly, which immediately sent it to the Red Wings social media team, 
the league, and was quickly found by Raymond after the game who 
posted about the moment on Instagram. 

In the past, that video making it from social media staffer’s phone to a 
player would have required some communication, which frankly, rarely 
happens between those two parties on a game day. 

Greenfly was co-founded by former MLB player Shawn Green, and 
already had existing deals with MLB and the NBA, and recently got 
financial backing from Phoenix Suns guard Chris Paul, who noted it was 
one of the most-used apps by NBA players immediately after a game 
when it comes to sorting through photos and videos for a potential social 
media post. 

Daniel Kirschner, the President and CEO of Greenfly, said he’s excited 
about working with the NHL and sees similarities between MLB and the 
NHL in usage, while he also noted that the NHL in discussions with 
Greenfly has “done its best and plans to use nearly every piece of the 
tools we have available for them.” 

The physical application works, but the bigger question and more vital 
part of the deal is getting NHL players to buy in and use Greenfly more 
themselves and better engage with the fan base. 

The NHL is far behind the other professional sports leagues — which 
some in the league are starting to finally admit publicly — when it comes 
to using players as an actual brand to build the sport. Hockey ethos, and 
this is also something baseball still struggles with, promotes team over 
individual and that has organically ended up shaping most NHL players’ 
social media strategy. 

Better yet, the majority of players don’t even have a social media 
strategy, and one of the NHL’s most prominent players, Sidney Crosby, 
doesn’t have a Twitter account. This isn’t a shot at Crosby, but rather a 
reflection of how the sport is viewed both internally and externally, 
players are part of a team, not an individual brand. 

No one from the league would ever call Crosby out, but behind closed 
doors those in the league offices get frustrated that the Penguins captain 
isn’t captivating more of an audience. 

Partnering with Greenfly is an attempt to normalize social media for the 
players. As of last week the league had 30 players onboarded to use the 
application, Tampa Bay Lightning defensemen Victor Hedman was one 
of the first to sign up. It’s still a minuscule number compared to the 
league population, but league officials are hopeful that it’s a program that 
will pick up usage as the season progresses. 

“It’s a matter of just getting Greenfly downloaded and into their hands,” 
said Sean Dennison, NHL vice president of social media. “And then 
having them see the resources and content and power that it can provide 
to them. So once they are on it’s certainly the goal that we’ll open the 
floodgates.” 

While Greenfly specializes in gameday content, Browning is hopeful that 
it has a snowball effect and helps players grow more comfortable sharing 
more of the off-ice life. There are some examples that popped in the past 
18 months of players sharing at-home workouts, but Browning thinks 
that’s only scratching the surface and envisions a world where NHL 
players are posting about their golf games and fishing trips, or simply 
interacting more with fans on various social channels. 
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This brings us back to players like Raymond. 

“It is critical. Our young players that are young stars coming into the 
league, they grew up with social media, right? It’s their operating system 
of life, that for them, it’s just part of everything that you do,” Browning 
said. “And what we really need to do is make sure that hockey culture 
welcomes it when, especially when, they’re off the ice.” 

Browning referenced a study by the Sports Innovation Lab titled the “Fan 
Project.” The Fan Project studied fan social media usage and how it 
impacted an individual’s sports fandom and consumption. The study 
focused on how women’s sports in particular have grown in popularity 
and viewership because of well-orchestrated use of social media from a 
team and player perspective. 

The study focused on key trends that grew the number of viewers, but 
also focussed on the monetization of and economic growth for women’s 
sports from social media usage, which is something the NHL is interested 
in, especially after the financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Browning also pointed out how that driving revenue up isn’t just a league 
and team element, and that with more social media adoption players can 
also build their own brand, which could lead to more off-ice business 
opportunities. 

“Once we have enough players who are actually utilizing the content and 
they are seeing how their channels are growing and transforming 
fandom, we think that’s going to help unlock more players who are keen 
to have their own channels,” Browning said. “That’s something we are 
looking forward to as a league and as a sport.” 
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The Athletic / DGB weekend rankings: Hurricanes are new No. 1, 
Canadiens enter bottom five, and closing out an ugly week 

 

By Sean McIndoe Nov 1, 2021 

 

You’d be forgiven for feeling like we just lived through one of the worst 
weeks in NHL history. 

We didn’t — there have been far worse, starting with several in May and 
June of 2010 that we’re only now beginning to truly understand. We 
didn’t know about that situation while it was happening, or for a decade 
after. It’s hard not to wonder what else we don’t know about. 

But you could argue that last week was actually a good one, as an old 
boy’s club that lives in perpetual fear of ever acknowledging that 
something could be wrong actually offered some accountability for a few 
of their own. Many of us assumed the Blackhawks would bury the report; 
they didn’t, to their credit, and now we know much more about the many 
ways that the hockey world failed Kyle Beach. Those details were hard to 
stomach, but that’s the point. Nobody gets to handwave this one away 
(or pretend that it could never happen with your favorite team). Instead, 
we need to call it what it was and continues to be: A near-total failure of 
leadership at every level. 

So, now what? What do you do now if you’re a fan? Is it OK to just want 
to have some fun watching — or reading about — a hockey game right 
now? Mark Lazerus wrestled with that question from a Chicago 
perspective. It’s not an easy one. We can’t ever forget what happened to 
Kyle Beach, and how many in the hockey world abandoned him, and 
there’s no option to just move on. We know what we know. This is the 
new normal. Do you even care what’s happening on the ice right now? 

I’m not sure. I’m guessing that a lot of fans would like to get back to 
feeling like this league is fun, and might be looking for something a little 

more light-hearted, if only as a distraction. That sort of stuff is a big part 
of my role around here, and we’ll get back to something along those lines 
tomorrow. 

But for today, at least, I hope you’ll forgive me if I’m not really in the 
mood for punchlines or wacky takes. 

On to the rankings. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts. 

Sidney Crosby is back in the lineup, and while the early returns were not 
great, it means we might finally start getting some clarity on what the 
Penguins are going to be. 

If you’re keeping track, the team I said would have the widest range of 
possible outcomes this year just closed out October by holding down first 
place and dead last in the Metro within an 11-day span. 

5. St. Louis Blues (6-1-0, +14 true goals differential*) — The five-spot 
was a very tough call this week, with three Western teams in the mix. I’m 
not sure what to do with the Pacific; I had the Oilers here last week and 
they didn’t really do anything to lose the spot, but the emergence of the 
Flames and a win streak from the Knights means that the division looks 
like a tougher slog than it did even a few days ago. The Central is no 
slouch, and the Blues did lose to the Avalanche this week. But they had 
shutout wins in their other two games, and I don’t mind churning the top 
five just a bit in the early going when we’re still not sure what’s real. St. 
Louis has the California trip this week, so let’s see if they can bank four 
or five points and make this pick look good. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (4-3-1, -1) — If you missed it, check out Dom’s 
piece on why four top contenders off to slow starts shouldn’t be panicking 
quite yet. Two of those four teams are still hanging around our top five 
list, including the Lightning, who started the week with a bad loss to the 
Sabres but recovered to post back-to-back 5-1 wins. The Caps will be a 
good challenge tonight. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (4-4-0, -4) — Here’s our other “don’t panic” team, 
and I think we know the drill by now. I rank the Avs higher than the 
standings say I should, fans of various teams with better records get mad 
about it, others patiently try to explain the whole “this is a long-term view” 
concept, rinse and repeat. I’ve dropped them from the top spot they held 
in the first two weeks, and there’s certainly some room for concern after a 
sluggish start. But if you don’t still have them among your top five most 
like Cup winners, I’m not sure what to tell you. 

Wins over the Blues and Wild were reassuring, and now they enter a 
stretch of schedule that served up eight straight against teams they 
should be able to beat. We’ll either find out that the early concerns are 
valid, or shake our heads that anyone was worried. 

2. Florida Panthers (8-0-1, +17) — I’m not really sure how you factor Joel 
Quenneville’s exit into their season-long outlook. Quenneville, whatever 
else we now know about him, was a very good hockey coach, at least 
when it came to putting wins on the board. We’re not sure whether the 
same is true of Andrew Brunette, or even how long he’ll hold the job. 
Maybe we should be fading the Panthers until we know for sure. Still, 8-
0-1 is 8-0-1, so they’ve earned a top spot. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (8-0-0, +21) — Last week, I wondered how good 
the Panthers could be if Sergei Bobrovsky was actually good this year 
instead of merely good enough. That’s a fair question for Carolina too, 
after an offseason goalie carousel that left us all scratching our heads. 
Freddie Andersen has been phenomenal so far, and while any goalie can 
get hot and it’s too early to draw firm conclusions, we have to at least 
consider that the Canes knew what they were doing here. If Andersen 
stays anywhere close to this level for the long-term — including the 
playoffs, mutters every Leaf fan bitterly — then I’m not sure who beats 
these guys. 
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By the way, we get a big early-season showdown with 
Hurricanes/Panthers on Saturday. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Calgary Flames — I’ll admit I did not see this coming. After 
an 0-2 start, the Flames have reeled off six straight wins to climb into the 
top spot in the West with 13 points (but still trailing the Blues and Oilers 
in points percentage). Those last two wins have both been Jacob 
Markstrom shutouts, a 45-save performance against Pittsburgh and an 
easier 20-save version against the Flyers. 

That leaves the Flames with just 15 goals against through eight games, 
suggesting that they’re playing some serious Darryl Sutter hockey. (It 
also may have made the Flames this year’s team that doesn’t give up 
goals but whose fans get very upset if you suggest their style is boring.) 
Are they for real? The underlying numbers are strong, so even though 
Markstrom won’t be unbeatable forever and they’re unlikely to shoot 
north of 10% all season long, this doesn’t feel like a mirage. Sutter may 
not be a new school guy, but he’s had some success in this league, and 
he’s got the Flames playing his way. The special teams have been good. 
And it always helps to have a player make a leap, and Andrew 
Mangiapane may be doing exactly that. 

That doesn’t make them a top-five Cup contender, at least not yet. But 
they also don’t seem to be the team that a lot of us thought they’d be — 
pretty much the same as last year, but missing Mark Giordano and 
content to hang around the playoff race in a weak Pacific and not much 
more. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

I’m not sure we can do too much with the Curse of November First this 
year. That’s the stat uncovered by Elliotte Friedman back in 2013, which 
revealed that teams that are four or more points out of a playoff spot on 
November 1 almost never make the postseason. We’ve seen a few 
exceptions since then, and of course we didn’t even have any standings 
to check at this time last year. With a later start date and lots of 
discrepancies in games played, there’s probably not much value here 
this year. 

That said, I know some of you are wondering, so here’s where we’re at. 
The teams that are facing the curse this year are the Coyotes, the 
Blackhawks, and the Canadiens. That’s it. That’s the whole list. 

Can any of them make the playoffs? The Coyotes can’t. The Hawks and 
Canadiens still have slim chances, according to Dom’s model, although 
it’s a very long road back. (Remember, Montreal has played more games 
than any other team in the East.) Best guess is that this will be a quiet 
year for curse-watchers, and one that ends without any teams making 
the comeback. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (3-5-1, -3) — Let’s start with this: 

Not great. But the Canucks still feel a little tricky to forecast. They’ve lost 
those three straight in regulation, but all three have been by one goal. 
With the Elias Pettersson line not scoring yet, you figure those game-
changing goals will come soon. Maybe the bigger concern is that they 
were supposed to be in a division with an easy enough path to a playoff 
spot, and that may not be the case if the Alberta teams can keep this up. 
It’s barely November, but the margin for error is disappearing quickly in 
Vancouver. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (3-4-3, -3) — They appear to have dodged a major 
bullet yesterday when Trevor Zegras went down on an ugly hit from 
behind by Cedric Paquette. It looked bad at the time, but the youngster 
returned later in the game. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, congratulations to Ryan Getzlaf on 
passing Teemu Selanne to become the franchise’s all-time leading 
scorer. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (2-8-0, -15) — We kept them out as long as we 
could, but there’s really no denying the utter mess that is unfolding in 
Montreal. And it’s hard to see where any optimism comes from for a 
turnaround unless you’re counting on a Carey Price return at some point 
in the near future. Some of the young guys should improve as the year 
goes on, but if you’re a Montreal fan then this is basically your team. And 
your team isn’t very good. They lose a lot, and to make matters worse, 
they don’t even slink away with loser points when they’re doing it. 

As Arpon says, this all has the potential to be heading somewhere ugly. 
Maybe it’s already there. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (0-7-2, -20) — They played some games this 
week and nobody cared. 

Next up in this story: Today we should find out if Donald Fehr will be 
pushed out by the NHLPA. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (0-8-1, -25) — We’ve been beating up the Coyotes 
this year, and at oh-for-nine on the season I’m not really sure how you 
couldn’t. But let’s be charitable and acknowledge that they gave our top-
ranked team a good game in yesterday’s loss in Carolina. You can’t say 
they deserved a better fate — they were outshot 39 to 23 — but they 
kept it close and at least looked like they belonged on the same ice. 

And since we’re doing optimism, what the hell, why not… 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — Yesterday’s loss to the Kings makes this 
feel like less of a slam dunk, but it’s been three weeks now and the 
Sabres are still playing everyone tough. Is it the sort of fake start that a 
few of us quasi-predicted? Maybe, but with so many other teams 
spinning their wheels, I feel like we can give Sabres fans a week off from 
the bottom five for the first time since early last season. 

Of course, this is all happening under the cloud of the Jack Eichel watch. 
There were some rumblings this week that something may be close with 
the Golden Knights. (For what it’s worth, Jesse Granger didn’t seem to 
think it was a completely ridiculous idea. Hypothetically.) Other teams 
could be in play, including the Ducks. 

Is this the week? It’s the NHL, so it’s always wise to bet against a big 
move being made. But who knows, maybe we get a blockbuster to chew 
on. Stranger things have happened. Like the Sabres not being in the 
bottom five for once. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bettman hits wrong notes in first press conference on 
Blackhawks scandal 

 

Luke Fox 

November 1, 2021, 7:35 PM 

 

In this horrendous developing story that is very much about pecking 
orders and the power of authority, it is important to remember whom 
Gary Bettman works for. 

The owners. 

Vincent Viola, owner of the Florida Panthers, will have a say in Bettman’s 
next raise. Viola sat idle as Joel Quenneville stepped behind his club’s 
bench to coach one final game (a win!) mere minutes after the Kyle 
Beach interview ripped through the hockey world like a brushfire of 
bravery and actual emotion. 

Mark Chipman -- chairman of True North Sports & Entertainment, which 
owns the Winnipeg Jets -- had a say in the last one. Chipman 
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accompanied his only general manager, Kevin Cheveldayoff, to a 
meeting with Bettman on Friday and Cheveldayoff walked away with his 
job in place. 

The Chicago Blackhawks, a $1.085-billion franchise (per Forbes) owned 
by Rocky Wirtz, was fined $2 million by Bettman for its role in not 
reporting Beach’s alleged sexual abuse at the hand of video coach Brad 
Aldrich. 

So, as you watch NHL commissioner and his righthand man, deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly, sit before a Zoom camera Monday and field an 
hour’s worth of questions on the allegation, the lack of immediate action 
and the fallout from this horror, it is worth remembering they too have 
bosses they’d prefer to keep happy. 

In tone and content, Bettman hit the wrong notes in his first public 
appearance since the thorough infestation’s thoroughly enraging truths 
came to light; since Beach put a non-lawyerly face to these atrocities. 

Remaining Time -6:03 

Takeaways from the NHL’s media availability on Blackhawks scandal 

Daly revealed that although Blackhawks counsel gave the NHL a “heads 
up” about potential civil litigation back in December, the team told the 
league there was “no merit” to the threat. The NHL didn't take action at 
that point and didn’t hear more until the suit went public in May. 

With respect to Quenneville’s appearance on the bench after his integral 
role in the rug-sweeping was uncovered, Bettman mentioned twice that 
the coach had 876 games on his resume. So even though the 
commissioner read Jenner & Block’s report last Monday, two days before 
Quenneville coached, Bettman felt it fine not to rush a meeting or have 
Quenneville step away until they met. 

However, a player who, say, slew-foots an opponent cannot play while 
awaiting a disciplinary hearing from the same New York offices. 

“I didn't want [Quenneville] to feel that he was being prejudged in any 
respect,” Bettman said. “So, really, while it may have optically not been 
the best look, I was more concerned with the substance than the look.” 

How about the substance of a $2-million slap on the wrist to an empire? 

The Arizona Coyotes lost two high draft picks in 2020 for violating the 
NHL's combine testing policy. This after they fired the GM responsible 
and cooperated with the league’s investigation. 

Bettman fined the New Jersey Devils $3 million (later reduced to $1.5 
million), plus a first- and third-round pick, in 2010 because Ilya 
Kovalchuk’s contract structure broke the rules. 

“Different context, different facts,” Bettman defended. “It was substantial 
by any measure.” 

The league has come down harder on salary cap violations and secret 
prospect workouts than not report sexual assault allegations. 

In one turn, Bettman urged anyone with knowledge of abuse -- player, 
coach, staff, whoever -- to call a league hotline and feel empowered to 
report wrongdoing. In another, Bettman discounted then–Blackhawks 
assistant GM Cheveldayoff’s moral duty to speak up because he was so 
low on the hierarchy. 

“The only person who placed Kevin in the room for the May 23 meeting 
was Kevin. Everybody else either forgot or didn't acknowledge that he 
was there,” Bettman defended. 

“Kevin’s principal duties at the time were the salary cap and scouting. He 
was not having that level of interaction. And again, remember, his boss 
and his boss’s boss, he believed, were investigating and taking care of it. 
He had no basis to know what the conclusion was, and he was advised I 
think three weeks later that Aldrich was leaving the organization. He 
didn’t know on what basis or anything else. It wasn’t within the scope of 
his authority.” 

The inconsistencies and platitudes got worse. 

Bettman said the game is “probably right now in a better place than 
we’ve ever been,” which is a ridiculous misread of the room. 

Daly said that Bill Peters’ investigation on the former NHL coach’s racism 
was wrapped up. 

"We’ve been in touch with Akim Aliu's representatives about next steps, if 
there are any," Daly said. 

To which Ben Meiselas, Aliu’s representative, fired off these tweets: 

Bettman has not spoken with Stan Bowman, John McDonagh, nor Al 
MacIsaac since the report went public and damned them. 

Bettman has offered counselling to Beach and his family. 

TSN’s Rick Westhead asked if the league would extend the same 
courtesy to John Doe 2, the high school player assaulted by Aldrich in 
2013, three years after he slipped out of Bettman’s league unscathed. 

“I would have to know more about that circumstance,” Bettman 
responded. That “circumstance” resulted in a conviction in 2014. The 
research is there if he wants it. 

“I am more focused, because of the circumstances in front of us, on what 
happened in the NHL environment. I certainly wouldn’t rule it out. I 
certainly would need to know more information. Having said that, making 
our resources available is something that I would probably, not even 
knowing all the facts, want to do. But I think I would need to know more 
before I can make the type of blanket commitment you're asking me for.” 

Manage the situation. Cloud it with lawyer-speak. Move forward. 

In fact, when asked directly if there was anything he wishes the league 
had done differently or faster when first learning of Beach’s accusations, 
Bettman said "I'm not sure that there's anything we could have done 
differently or faster based on the knowledge that we have. In retrospect 
based on the knowledge that everybody has, I wish we knew about this 
in 2011, but we didn't." 

The commissioner, who works for the owners, also said this about the 
Blackhawks: 

“I think it’s clear that senior management made the decision to not deal 
with this and not talk about it and not tell ownership about it,” Bettman 
said. “The view of this that we expressed to the clubs on an ongoing 
basis is that the people that work for you do their jobs. 

“You’re responsible for what goes on. You need to know about what goes 
on in your organization and take appropriate action when inappropriate 
things are taking place.” 

These days, the ironies are much richer than the punishments. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Are Islanders the modern version of 
2000s Senators? 

 

Ryan Dixon November 1, 2021, 10:26 AM 

 

We’ve only just begun the second month of the NHL season, so this is a 
weird time to be marking halfway points. That said, with seven down and 
six to go, the New York Islanders have tipped the balance on their 
record-setting 13-game roadie to start the year. 
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And, as has become the norm with this team in the past few years, the 
Isles are doing just fine thanks very much under circumstances that 
might crush squads with weaker spines. 

New York is spending the first month-and-a-half in hotels — it’s the 
longest road trip to start the year for any team in league history — so the 
finishing touches can be put on UBS Arena. On Nov. 20, what felt like a 
decades-long subplot — the Islanders’ search for a permanent home — 
will finally come to a permanent resolution when the Long Islanders open 
their new digs against their old rivals, the New York Rangers host the 
Calgary Flames. (Actually, the Isles’ first-ever home contest was against 
their expansion cousins, the Atlanta Flames, so there is some completely 
counter-intuitive symmetry here). 

On Saturday, New York picked up a point in a 3-2 shootout loss to the 
Nashville Predators. After getting knocked around in their first two games 
of the year by a pair of clubs — The Florida Panthers and Carolina 
Hurricanes — who have been fire all season, the Islanders have now 
pocketed at least a point in five consecutive contests. Given they’ve been 
the visitor every single time out, New York’s 3-2-2 record is more than 
respectable. If it can maintain that pace through the final half-dozen road 
games ahead, it’s fair to believe New York can climb the ranks in the 
competitive Metropolitan Division when it plays basically 60 percent of its 
final 69 games at home with the last change. 

We sort of default to defining New York as a will-over-skill group that 
always finds a way to be greater than the sum of its parts. More and 
more of those parts, though, are starting to look like stars as opposed to 
cogs in a wheel. Sophomore goalie Ilya Sorokin has a .963 save 
percentage in his past five outings and, after playing every minute of the 
season so far, the Russian will soon get some rest as battery and country 
mate Semyon Varlamov returns from the injured list. 

The youngest player on the club, Oliver Wahlstrom, is also one of the 
most talented. The 21-year-old notched his team-leading fourth goal 
versus the Preds and the shot he made to bag it tells you all you need to 
know about his mitts. 

New York’s other tally in Nashville came from 24-year-old Anthony 
Beauvillier, a 2015 first-rounder who scored at a 26-goal pace last year 
and — with three on the board this season — could easily push into the 
30s this season. You throw an injection of scoring from these youngsters 
into the rock-solid infrastructure built by GM Lou Lamoriello and coach 
Barry Trotz, and you get a team ready to transition from tough out to 
favourite. 

The GM and coach, of course, joined the Islanders in 2018, right before 
then-captain John Tavares departed as a free agent. That was supposed 
to sink an organization that had one playoff round win in 25 years further 
into oblivion; instead, the Isles haven’t missed the playoffs since Tavares 
bolted. New York has lost final-four series to the eventual Cup-champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning each of the past two post-seasons, and nobody 
pushed the Bolts harder than the Islanders did in a seven-game set last 
spring. 

Combine the on-ice results with the clout Trotz and Lamoriello have and 
you might conclude the Isles — like the 2000s Senators and 2010s 
Sharks before them — have assumed the mantle of a team you respect 
and give the benefit of the doubt to most despite not having a 
championship in its recent past. It’s a backhanded compliment, of course, 
but given the upward trajectory of the organization, it’s a label the 
Islanders are perfectly capable of shedding. 

Other Takeaways 

• Speaking of the Metro, man, is that shaping up to be a group of death 
this year. Despite the fact it houses the only perfect team left in the 
league — the 8-0-0 Carolina Hurricanes — there’s only an eight point 
gap between the Canes and the bottom of the division. Every Metro 
squad is .500 or better. The Islanders and Pittsburgh Penguins are 
actually in the basement right now, but you already know how we feel 
about New York and the Penguins just welcomed Sidney Crosby back on 

Saturday. New Jersey is hanging in despite Jack Hughes being on the 
shelf and Columbus continues to fight and claw for every inch of ice. 

Good luck, everyone. 

• Let’s get a stick tap for the San Jose Sharks, who lost their coach and a 
trainer’s room worth of bodies due to COVID-19 protocol right before 
puck drop versus the Winnipeg Jets on Saturday night. Despite that, with 
Manitoba boy James Reimer shining in net, the plucky Sharks left town 
with a 2-1 overtime victory after Timo Meier bagged a brace. 

Weekend Warrior 

Passing the something with “Flash” in its nickname is never easy, but 
Ryan Getzlaf is officially Orange County’s new “Mr. Hockey” after 
recording an assist on Sunday afternoon to usurp Teemu Selanne as the 
all-time franchise scoring leader in Anaheim. The Ducks captain is only 
11 points shy of 1,000 for his career, so the next milestone is dead 
ahead. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Calgary Flames (6-1-1): After blanking the Flyers 4-0 on Saturday, 
Calgary has gone 122:59 without surrendering a goal. 

2. Edmonton Oilers (6-1-0): The Oilers have at least one man-advantage 
marker in all seven games they’ve played this year. Both goals in 
Saturday’s 2-1 win over Vancouver were power-play markers. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (4-2-2): What a start to the year for Kyle Connor, who 
scored the only Jets goal in Saturday’s 2-1 loss to the San Jose Sharks. 
The soon-to-be U.S. Olympian has an even seven goals and seven 
helpers for 14 points in seven contests this season. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (4-4-1): The fact Morgan Rielly agreed to an 
eight-year extension at an annual hit way below market value cap-wise 
had to be one of the best Friday news drops in Leafs history. 

5. Ottawa Senators (3-4-0): Friday’s 38-save performance from Filip 
Gustavsson during a 4-1 victory in Dallas was just what the doctor 
ordered for this club. 

6. Vancouver Canucks (3-5-1): Three contests into a seven-game 
homestand, the Canucks are still in search of a domestic ‘W.’ 

7. Montreal Canadiens (2-8-0): I mean, the 2022 NHL Draft is in 
Montreal; it’s https://www.sportsnet.ca/juniors/longform/shane-wrights-
exceptional-path-to-the-top-of-the-nhl-draft-board/ #shameforShane time, 
Wright? Right! 

The Week Ahead 

• After a middling start (by their standards) the Tampa Bay Lighting have 
won their past two games by a combined score of 10-2. They host goal-
scoring king Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals in a tasty 
matchup Monday night. 

• With Crosby back, the Penguins will be looking to snap a three-game 
home losing streak when they host their Keystone State rivals, the 
Philadelphia Flyers, on Thursday. Something tells me the juices will be 
flowing for that one. 
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TSN.CA / ‘Extra poised’ Marner clears his head, gets back to having fun 

 

Mark Masters 
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TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of Tuesday’s 
game against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Mitch Marner took a stick to the face during a 4-1 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., last week. So, after returning home from the 
Leafs’ three-game road trip, he paid a visit to the dentist.  

"Nice three-hour appointment," he said. "Two root canals ... I wanted to 
get [teeth] in my mouth that I can eat real food with again and chew and 
kind of get back to my regular diet." 

Marner also wants to get back to his regular diet on the ice. Last season, 
he feasted on NHL defenders and goalies finishing fourth overall in 
points. But nothing has come easy for the fun-loving winger so far this 
season.   

"It's all really mental for me right now," Marner explained. "The last week 
or so, really just kind of bearing down on that stuff, clearing my mind, and 
going out there and having fun." 

Marner got a chance to show off his new chiclets courtesy of a couple big 
smiles on Saturday night. He snapped a 16-game goal-scoring drought 
(playoffs and regular season) during a 5-4 win over the Detroit Red 
Wings. He also picked up an assist in Chicago in a 3-2 overtime win over 
the Blackhawks last week. 

"He looks free to me," observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "That is two 
games now that he has looked that way. He has an extra bounce in his 
step on the ice. He is extra poised and patient with the puck, waiting for 
plays to develop, and then executing." 

Marner deleted his social media in the summer and did his best to tune 
out the negative noise about his quiet playoff performance. Still, fallout 
from the collapse against Montreal seemed to weigh him down early this 
year. After picking up an assist in the opening game, Marner endured a 
six-game dry spell.  

"I just realized I got to stop worrying about everything," the 24-year-old 
said, "just go out there and play hockey, do the thing I love, and have fun 
with the puck." 

Marner clears his mind: 'I got to stop worrying about everything' 

Mitch Marner finally tallied his first goal of the season against the Red 
Wings over the weekend, and although it may not have been the most 
memorable, it was nice to get one in, but more importantly, Marner says 
he has been happier with how he has been playing as a whole, which 
has helped clear his mind. 

Marner was dancing against the Red Wings and could have had more 
than just the one goal. His line, with left winger Alex Kerfoot and centre 
John Tavares, was dominant.  

"We played quick," said Tavares, who posted his first three-point game 
since opening night last season. "We're trying to keep things simple and 
get to our strengths and be in the offensive zone with good puck 
support." 

"It's about having more confidence with the puck," said Marner, "making 
more plays with it when it's in my hand, but also the right play. I just feel 
like I've been doing that a lot better in the last couple games." 

Marner's goal wasn't one for the highlight reel. He pressured defenceman 
Nick Leddy during an exchange with goalie Thomas Greiss behind the 
net, which forced a turnover. Marner then directed the loose puck into an 
empty cage.  

"Even though it is not the type of goal that you are visualizing going into a 
game, once it happens, all of a sudden you are not pressing as much," 
said Keefe. "You are not looking at a zero sitting in the goal column. All of 
those things matter. As much as you try to focus on other things, it is 
natural when you have produced your entire life and you are counted on 
to produce for your team now, you think about it."  

Tavares made a point of saying something to Marner during the 
celebration.  

"Just said I was happy for him," Tavares revealed. "He deserved that one 
...  I know it's been a little while, but it's not like he's not playing well and 
influencing the game." 

It was the first goal for Marner since May 8.  

"He knew it was coming," said Kerfoot. "We all knew it was coming, but 
for him to get his first, it's probably a little bit of a sigh of relief." 

"It's nice to finally get one in," Marner admitted.  

'Sigh of relief' as Marner snaps drought; Tavares is 'all over it' 

Linemates John Tavares, Mitch Marner and Alex Kerfoot all scored 
during a dominant display against Detroit on Saturday night. Marner's 
goal snapped a 16-game drought, which included the seven game playoff 
series against Montreal. Tavares posted three points in a game for the 
first time since opening night last season (Jan. 13, 2021). 

Auston Matthews hopes he'll be the next Leaf to snap out of a 
snakebitten stretch. He has just one goal in six games since returning 
from left wrist surgery.  

"Physically, I feel like I'm back in game shape," the 24-year-old centre 
said. "My rhythm and everything is still coming back. Touch and feel is 
still a work in progress. Just trying to make good on some of these 
chances I'm getting. It's frustrating when they're not going in, obviously, 
but as long as I continue to get them, I mean, I believe in myself and 
they're going to start to drop."   

Matthews has fired 25 shots on net and his shooting percentage (four) is 
bound to get closer to his career average (15.9) sooner than later.  

"It feels close," he said of his shot. "Accuracy-wise, it's not where I want it 
to be, but all that stuff you can always work on in practice."  

With the Leafs (4-4-1) struggling early this year, Keefe split up Marner 
and Matthews, who had played together all of last season. Matthews has 
been skating between Michael Bunting and William Nylander during the 
last three games.  

"Auston had a number of chances again," Bunting said on Saturday 
night. "He looked exceptional and once those start going in he'll be very, 
very dangerous as he always is. I like where we're at ... Both of those 
guys are great. They talk to me on the bench. I love playing with them."  

Matthews and Nylander formed a strong connection early in their NHL 
careers, but getting that synergy back isn't as simple as flipping a switch. 
They haven't played together consistently since early in the 2019-20 
season.  

"The more reps we get, the better," Matthews said. "It's been a while 
since we've really spent time together on a line so for us it's trying to do 
the right things and play our games and read off each other ... His 
game's a little bit different than Mitchy's." 

What did Nylander like about playing with Matthews back in the day?  

"The way we were able to create space for each other and open up 
seams," he said after scoring the overtime winner in Chicago, "and just 
the chemistry of knowing where we were on the ice." 

Matthews still working on shot accuracy: 'Rhythm still coming back' 

Auston Matthews says he feels like physically he is back in game shape 
but his rhythm is still a work in progress. The Leafs star believes his 
goals will start coming, along with his shot accuracy and also touched on 
working on rebuilding chemistry with William Nylander. 

Keefe is sticking with the revamped defence pairs that debuted on 
Saturday night.  
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"The D core, as a whole, played a lot better," the coach explained. "I 
thought Timothy Liljegren, in particular, had a really strong game. For 
those reasons, we wanted to keep it going and get another look at it." 

"Obviously, felt good," Liljegren said. "My strength is my skating and gap 
control and trying to be good at that and the other stuff will come."  

In his third game of the season and 16th overall in the NHL, Liljegren 
logged a career-high 16 minutes and 19 seconds while posting the best 
CorsiFor percentage (82) on the team, per NaturalStatTrick.com. 

"It is just increased confidence," Keefe said of the 22-year-old's 
development. "Confidence when he goes into battles, when he is closing 
in coverage, confidence with the puck in the offensive zone — those are 
the things you are really looking for. Is he ending plays defensively? Is he 
keeping plays moving offensively? I thought he did a good job of that. We 
want to give him another chance here. It is difficult when you are coming 
in and out of the lineup and sitting for long periods." 

Playing alongside good friend and fellow Swede Rasmus Sandin helped 
Liljegren on Saturday.  

"Me and Sandy played good with the Marlies over the years and 
obviously are good buddies outside of hockey as well so we have that 
good chemistry going on," said Liljegren. "Sandy’s biggest strength is his 
poise with the puck. He’s not really stressed out there and that's 
something that I learn from. When I play with him, I kind of gain that 
strength from him. I really like playing with him." 

Liljegren played just two NHL games last season, but impressed the 
coaching staff in training camp and seems ready to make the jump from 
the American Hockey League. The biggest adjustment?  

"Just being OK with making an easy play," he said. "Down with the 
Marlies, you always want to do some nice plays and here it's more just 
get the puck to the forwards and try and spend as much time as possible 
in the O-zone."  

The Maple Leafs kept their defensive pairs unchanged from their victory 
over the Red Wings on Saturday which means Justin Holl remains the 
odd man out for Tuesday's game against the Golden Knights. Mark 
Masters reports. 

With Liljegren sticking in the lineup, Justin Holl will remain in the press 
box. Holl was a healthy scratch on Saturday for the first time since 
October 2019 when Mike Babcock was coaching the team.  

"Obviously, I've been here before," Holl said. "You work as hard as you 
can and have confidence that you're going to get another opportunity and 
it's going to be fine."  

The 29-year-old described the development as "frustrating" and 
"disappointing." 

"Even though the player doesn't enjoy it when they are going through it, it 
is healthy for our team," said Keefe. "He is in a spot where his play 
opened the door for Liljegren to go in and he performed well. That is the 
nature of the beast. That is how it works." 

Holl missed one game due to illness early in the season, but refused to 
use health as an excuse for his uneven performance.  

"I could be better killing plays through the neutral zone, something that's 
usually my main strength," Holl said. "Some stuff in the offensive zone, 
as well, just helping the offence get going and staying on offence." 

Holl's regular partner, Jake Muzzin, also got off to a slow start this 
season, but played what Keefe termed his best game of the year on 
Saturday. Muzzin scored a goal, added an assist and logged a season-
high 24 minutes and 24 seconds of ice time. He finished as a plus player 
(plus-1) for the first time in a game this season.  

Asked about his play afterwards, the tightlipped Muzzin only offered, 
"We're getting there." 

Against the Wings, Muzzin was paired with T.J. Brodie.  

"He's calm," Muzzin noted. "He's in the right position and settles the 
game down. Talks well. So, lots of good stuff." 

With Toronto's top four playing well and remaining healthy basically all 
season, Keefe did very little experimenting last year. There was only one 
two-game segment when Muzzin played with Brodie.  

"Both players are very strong defensively," Keefe said. "They haven't 
spent a great deal of time together, but it is something we have been 
curious about for a long time. To get another look at it is a good thing." 

Man of few words, Leafs' Muzzin says his game is 'getting there' 

Jake Muzzin posted a goal and an assist on Saturday while playing 
alongside new partner T.J. Brodie. The 32-year-old defenceman said his 
game is "getting there," but didn't offer much detail beyond that. "It is just 
his personality," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He is not going to show you 
very much." 

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner 

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Dermott 

Muzzin - Brodie 

Sandin - Liljegren 

Holl 

Campbell  

*Petr Mrazek, who returned from a groin injury on Saturday, took part in 
goalie drills at practice but, in a pre-planned move, departed before the 
main session began. The team is managing his workload coming off the 
injury. 
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TSN.CA / Canucks have answered few questions early 

 

Travis Yost 

4-5 minutes 

 

The Vancouver Canucks knew they had a lot of questions to answer this 
regular season. Expectations to deliver a playoff contender – in light of a 
flurry of off-season moves and exceptionally aggressive salary cap 
strategy – are iron-clad for Travis Green’s team. 

Nine games into the regular season, the Canucks are treading water (3-
5-1) in the standings. The forward talent, particularly in the top six, is still 
obvious. The goaltending duo of Thatcher Demko and Jaroslav Halak 
looks as robust as anything you will find in the Pacific Division. 

And yet, it has been an uninspiring start. 

The big concern this season was that a beleaguered blueline would 
nullify the danger the forward group presented – unable to break up 
defensive zone pressure and unable to move through the neutral zone 
with pace. 
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This Canucks team, for better or worse, was built to cause problems 
through tempo at even strength. But skating fast does not equal playing 
fast, and far too often the Canucks’ transition game has looked clunky. 

The team is just three goals in the red to start the year, and that number 
may be a bit flattering. Almost the entirety of the lineup has been 
outchanced at even strength, and in most cases considerably so. 

On a game-by-game basis, it’s hard to see where the Canucks have 
looked like the better team: 

Vancouver has had some poor shooting luck that will invariably rebound 
at some point, but their underwhelming record is reflective of their play on 
the ice. It’s also worth noting that the Canucks haven’t played a 
Murderers’ Row schedule to open the season. 

The Canucks of the past couple of seasons have generally won games 
on the strength of the top of their lineup, with the Elias Pettersson line 
and Quinn Hughes pairing outplaying the competition. But outside of the 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Tyler Myers pairing (who would have 
thought?), the group has been under water so far this season. 

Compare that to the disappointing 2020-21 regular-season performance, 
and it looks right in line: 

The Canucks still have plenty of time to improve over the course of the 
season. No one would argue the roster is limited on talent – players like 
Conor Garland (seven points), J.T Miller (five points), and Bo Horvat (five 
points) have been able to find success despite the limited offensive zone 
time. 

But so much about Vancouver’s path to success, and most team’s path 
for that matter, rests on the laurels of generating more opportunities. If 
you look at Vancouver’s offensive zone profile, you see two things: not 
nearly enough volume against opposing goaltenders, and even fewer 
chances from the dangerous areas of the ice (via HockeyViz): 

The reality is if the Canucks are again a negative at even strength, 
winning games is going to be uniquely difficult. Green’s team learned that 
the hard way just a season ago. They don’t have a power play the likes 
of the Edmonton Oilers, they’re returning a league-average penalty kill, 
and absent a Demko heater, it’s hard to see where the team’s 
competitive advantage is right now. 

Vancouver needs its big guns to step up, and quickly. 
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USA TODAY / Chicago Blackhawks announce postponement of night 
honoring former player Marian Hossa 

 

JIM REINEKING   | USA TODAY 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks announced Monday night that they will be 
postponing "Marian's Legacy Night" – a celebration of former player 
Marián Hossa – to a date to be announced later. 

"This is an important time for our organization to reflect rather than 
celebrate," the Blackhawks said in a statement. "Marian and the club's 
leadership team all know we must build back our community's trust as we 
ensure accountability within our organization following Kyle Beach's 
courage in coming forward. Our new leadership team is committed to 
upholding our values and always working to better this organization and 
our game as we move forward. 

"There is no better embodiment of those values, both off and on the ice, 
than Marian Hossa, and we congratulate him on his upcoming Hockey 
Hall of Fame induction." 

Hossa, a first-round draft choice by the Ottawa Senators in 1997, joined 
the Blackhawks in 2009 and won three Stanley Cups with the team 
(2010, 2013 and 2015). He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
2020. 

The fallout continues in the investigation into an alleged sexual assault of 
former Blackhawks player Kyle Beach by former team video Brad Aldrich 
during the team's title run in 2010. It led to the resignation of Stan 
Bowman, the team's GM and president, and Joel Quenneville, the team's 
coach in 2010 through the beginning of the 2018-19 season. Quenneville 
had been head coach of the Florida Panthers until his resignation last 
week. 
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USA TODAY / Opinion: Gary Bettman is handling Blackhawks scandal 
like a lawyer, not a commissioner 

 

NANCY ARMOUR   | USA TODAY 

 

At a time when the NHL needed to show empathy and humanity, to be 
honest about its mistakes and sincerity in its promise to fix them, 
Commissioner Gary Bettman was at his lawyerly best. 

Dispassionate. Narrow-focused. Defensive. And utterly and completely 
oblivious to how the NHL and the Chicago Blackhawks failed Kyle Beach. 

Bettman sees the continuing outrage over the Blackhawks' cover-up of 
allegations that Beach was assaulted by a former video coach in 2010 as 
a single incident that needs to be cleaned up rather than a systemic 
failure that requires a change in culture and attitudes across the entire 
sport. 

Oh, he talked Monday about efforts the league is making – they’re 
opening the NHL hotline to players and personnel at other levels; he’s 
going to ask experts their opinion on league efforts – and said he 
believes all NHL teams are on notice. But pressed on specifics, or asked 
to show the slightest bit of understanding that this is a problem too late 
and too big to simply be contained, Bettman couldn’t do it. 

Didn’t really try, either. 

Asked why Joel Quenneville was permitted to be behind the Florida 
Panthers’ bench after it was revealed that, as Blackhawks coach in 2010, 
he said the allegations against Brad Aldrich should be shelved because 
he didn’t want anything derailing Chicago’s pursuit of the Stanley Cup, 
Bettman essentially said that Quenneville had coached 867 games since 
that fateful meeting so one more wouldn’t matter. 

Asked why there were no ramifications for now-Winnipeg Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff, Chicago’s assistant GM in 2010, Bettman said his 
responsibilities at the time were the salary cap and scouting, and that it 
should have been up to Cheveldayoff’s boss to pursue the allegations. 
Pressed on whether Cheveldayoff had a moral responsibility to raise 
questions when he saw Aldrich celebrating with the Blackhawks after 
winning the Stanley Cup, Bettman basically told the questioner to move 
along because there was nothing to see here. 

Asked why the Blackhawks were not docked draft picks, the traditional 
means of discipline for serious wrongdoing in any league, Bettman 
claimed their $2 million fine was “substantial by any measure.” Given the 
Blackhawks are valued at a little over $1 billion, Bettman’s definition of 
“substantial” is more than a tad generous. 

Asked whether he’d allow Stan Bowman, Chicago’s former general 
manager, and John McDonough, the team’s former president, to work in 
the NHL again, Bettman responded with a word salad. 
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KYLE BEACH SPEAKS: NHL 'let me down and they've let others down' 

“Those that needed to be separated from the game have been separated 
from the game,” Bettman said. “If there's a point in the future, where any 
of them are interested in coming back, and there's a club in having them, 
then we'll have to evaluate that. I'll have to evaluate that at the time, 
taking into account all the facts and circumstances as we then know, 
including what may have transpired since the separation to that particular 
point and time. 

“Nobody's been made any promises, if that’s what you're asking. 
Absolutely not. I'm not sure as I sit here today, how I would react at some 
point in the future if there was a request to come back.” 

So … maybe? 

And in his most shameful response, Bettman couldn’t – make that 
wouldn’t – promise that the NHL would provide counseling to the 16-
year-old boy Aldrich was convicted of sexually assaulting in 2013. 

A crime that might not have occurred had the Blackhawks done right by 
Beach, both legally and morally. 

“I would have to know more about that circumstance,” Bettman said. “I'm 
more focused, because of the circumstances in front of us, on what 
happened in the NHL environment. I certainly wouldn't rule it out. We 
need to know more information. 

“Having said that, making resources available, it's something that I will 
probably, not even knowing all the facts, want to do,” he added. “But I 
think I need to know more before I can make the type of blanket 
commitment.” 

Actually no. The right answer to this question – the right answer to every 
question Bettman got Monday – was that the Blackhawks, and by 
extension the NHL, screwed up, and they’re committed to doing whatever 
it takes to fix a culture that places winning above a player’s safety and 
well-being. 

Bettman contends that this culture is already changing, citing the horror 
and anger many players have expressed over the last week. But he must 
have missed Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane expressing sympathy for 
Bowman and the other now-departed Blackhawks executives, the stars’ 
feelings framed by their interactions with the men. 

When it comes to preventing sexual misconduct and the atmosphere that 
enables it, personal feelings must be left aside. Considering someone a 
“good guy” does not preclude him from also being a predator. Or, in this 
case, an enabler. 

That Kane and Toews don’t recognize that means they don’t fully 
understand the dynamics that allowed Aldrich to operate unchecked. It 
also means they won’t necessarily recognize it if it happens again, and 
that someone else in Beach’s position might not feel comfortable going to 
them for help. 

It means the cycle hasn’t been stopped. Only put on hold. Any expert in 
sexual abuse prevention could tell Bettman that.  

Lawyers can solve a lot of problems. But the NHL's current crisis isn't 
one of them.  
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USA TODAY / NHL commissioner Gary Bettman non-committal on 
punishments for Stan Bowman, others 

 

CHRIS BUMBACA   | USA TODAY 

 

Gary Bettman has no current plans to discipline the former Chicago 
Blackhawks executives who covered up Kyle Beach's abuse allegations 
11 years ago. 

"Those that needed to be separated from the game have been separated 
from the game," the NHL commissioner told reporters during a video call 
Monday, the first time he has addressed the media since an investigative 
report detailed which individuals were aware of Beach's allegations that 
he was sexually assaulted by  then-video coach Brad Aldrich.  

Stan Bowman resigned as general manager and director of hockey 
operations, as did fellow front-office member Al MacIsaac. Former team 
president John McDonough, who left the team in April 2020, and former 
coach Joel Quenneville, who resigned as coach of the Florida Panthers 
last week for his role in the cover-up, were aware of the allegations and 
met to discuss how to deal with them. 

Aldrich remained on the staff during the Blackhawks' Stanley Cup run in 
2010, when the incident occurred, and signed a separation agreement 
after celebrating with the team.   

Although no NHL team would likely hire Bowman or any of the other 
names associated with the scandal, Bettman did not close the door on 
their potential future employment in the league.  

"If there's a point in the future where any of them are interested in coming 
back and there's a club (interested) in having them, then we'll have to 
evaluate that," Bettman said. "I'll have to evaluate that, taking into 
account all the facts and circumstances as we then know, including what 
may have transpired since the separation to that particular point in time. 

"Nobody's been made any promises, if that's what you're asking. 
Absolutely not. I'm not sure, as I sit here today, how I would react at 
some point in the future, a request to come back."  

USA TODAY LOADED: 11.02.2021 

 


