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Eight reasons the Carolina Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have won ‘em all, a franchise-
record eight games in a row, to start the 2021-22 season. 

Here are eight reasons how and why they’re 8-0 and the only 
undefeated team in the NHL: 

“Fred-die, Fred-die!” 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has heard that chant at PNC 
Arena this season and why not? Seven starts, seven wins, a 
1.29 goals-against average and .956 save percentage. That 
made him the NHL’s third star of the month for October. 

Andersen had some injury problems last season with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. The Canes must guard against over-
use of the 32-year-old goalie, who played his 400th career 
game Sunday against Arizona. But so far ... 

Said captain Jordan Staal: “Freddie’s been unbelievable.” 

Everyone stepping up 

Eight Canes players have scored game-winning goals, with 
defenseman Brett Pesce the eighth in the 2-1 win Sunday 
over Arizona. That’s balance. 

The roll call: Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Steven Lorentz, Tony 
DeAngelo, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Pesce. 

“Everyone’s contributing, everyone is doing their job,” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “That’s what you want, that’s 
what you hope for. It’s a long year, we know that, and you try 
to take it a day a time but that’s what we’re going to need if 
you want to be successful.” 

Tony D 

Losing defenseman Dougie Hamilton in free agency left a 
void, especially on the power play. Tony DeAngelo has 
helped fill it with five power-play assists and nine points in all, 
tied for second among NHL D-men. 

DeAngelo, whose offseason signing rankled many in the 
Canes fan base, has said and done all the right things. His 
gloves-off fight Friday with Chicago’s Reese Johnson — and, 
yes, one of DeAngelo’s blows was a little low — had many 
Canes fans on their feet and chanting his name. 

Another plus for Tony D? “He’s much better defensively than 
people give him credit for,” defenseman Ian Cole said. 

And they’re off ... 

Brind’Amour’s track record as a coach is highlighted by three 
Stanley Cup playoff appearances in his first three seasons. 
But each season has had a strong start. 

The Canes were 4-0-1 to begin the 2018-19 season, 
Brind’Amour’s first, then 5-0-0 in 2019-20. The 2021 season 

did not begin until January because of the pandemic but the 
Canes bolted to a 6-1-0 start. Now 8-0. 

Brind’Amour likes to keep a fast pace in training-camp 
practices. Whatever the reason, his formula has worked 
early again, allowing the Canes to pile up some points for 
what will be a highly competitive Metropolitan Division. 

“We got good people, regardless of the record,” Brind’Amour 
said Tuesday. “It’s special when you know it and you feel it 
and guys get it.” 

A handful of Svechnikov 

The players call him “Svechy” and the Canes now have him 
under contract for eight more seasons. If there was contract 
pressure on him last season affecting his play, it’s dissipated 
as Brind’Amour might say. 

Svechnikov has a team-leading seven goals and 11 points. 
His seven-game point streak ended Sunday but Brind’Amour 
credited his power forward with playing “hard and heavy all 
night” in the 2-1 win over the Coyotes. “A handful,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Keeping it special 

How many times have you heard Brind’Amour say special 
teams decide games? Like almost every game? 

They did decide Sunday’s grind of a game. Pesce scored the 
winner on the late power play while the Coyotes were 0-3 
against the Canes’ penalty killers. “So many nights it comes 
down to special teams. It’s super important,” Brind’Amour 
said after the game. 

Carolina was fourth in the NHL in power-play percentage 
(28.1) and fourth in penalty killing (88.9%) through Monday’s 
games. 

Adding the right pieces 

Canes owner Tom Dundon has shown the willingness to 
spend to the NHL salary cap to make his team competitive. 
For the Canes, adding forward Derek Stepan and 
defenseman Ian Cole as free agents has produced value 
early in the season with their veteran presence and their 
play. 

Stepan, 31, has been a mentor for rookie forward Seth 
Jarvis, who said Sunday after his NHL debut, “He’s a guy I 
can ask questions to and he’ll give a straight-up answer and 
not sugar-coat it. That’s what you need.” 

Cole, 32, has been a good counterbalance on the third D 
pairing with DeAngelo, who likes to join the rush and be a 
part of the offense. 

Acing the math 

Numbers, anyone? The metrics all look impressive for the 
Canes. 
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The Canes have outscored opponents 21-7 in 5-on-5 play for 
an NHL-best goals-for percentage (75.0), always a good 
gauge of a team’s play. They have the league’s best overall 
goal differential at plus-21, another good gauge. 

Some call PDO a useful statistic. The NHL lists it as 
“shooting plus save percentage” in 5-on-5 play, and the 

Canes have the highest PDO in the league with a shooting 
percentage of 9.62 plus save percentage of 96.0. 

The best stats? Easy. The Canes are 5-0 at home, 3-0 on 
the road. They’ve won ‘em all.

 

 

Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen pulls in an NHL monthly award 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen has been 
named the the NHL’s third star of the month for October, it 
was announced Tuesday by the league. 

Third star? It could be argued he was deserving of first-star 
consideration given his splendid play in the Canes’ 8-0-0 
start: Seven starts, a 7-0 record, a 1.29 goals-against 
average and .956 save percentage. It’s hard to better that. 

“That’s obviously the biggest part, I think, of why we have the 
record we have,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. “He’s been great. Let’s call it for what it is.” 

The NHL named Washington’s Alex Ovechkin the first star of 
the month and Connor McDavid of Edmonton the second 
star. As for Andersen, he did his best to downplay the NHL 
accolade Tuesday after practice. 

“It’s just a sign that it’s been going well for the team and 
we’ve been playing hard,” Andersen said to the media at 
Wake Competition Center. “We’re obviously happy with the 
way the month went but we know it doesn’t really mean too 
much yet. Every day we try to get better.” 

Andersen, 32, has had hot months in his career, beginning in 
Anaheim and then with the Toronto Maple Leafs before the 
offseason signing with Carolina. His start Sunday against 

Arizona — a 2-1 Canes win — was his 400th NHL game. He 
has 233 career victories. 

He was named the NHL’s second star for November 2017 
with the Leafs. How does this month compare to others in his 
career? 

“That’s a good question but I haven’t looked too much about 
that,” Andersen said. “As I said, I just try to get better for 
every day and bring the best for each game. That’s really 
been my focus. 

“I’m just happy to be healthy and playing on a really good 
team. That’s helped me as a goalie a lot and I like what we’re 
doing so far.” 

Andersen, who is expected to start Wednesday in the road 
game against Chicago, has faced 205 shots in his seven 
games as the Canes have played well in front of him, limiting 
good offensive chances. He has allowed nine goals. 

“He’s been awesome,” said Canes defenseman Ian Cole, 
another offseason acquisition. “I can’t speak to the 
goaltending before I got here but it has been my experience 
that having a goaltender that is a very calming presence, that 
not only makes the saves he’s supposed to make but the 
occasional unbelievable save, which he has done in spades, 
that it’s a recipe for success. He’s calm, collected and does a 
fantastic job.”
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Eight reasons the Hurricanes are 8-0-0: A Maple Leafs castoff, a reversed curse, a ‘Fight 
Club’ mentality and more 

By Sara Civian 

So, after all the roster turnover and questions the offseason 
presented, it turns out the Carolina Hurricanes are pretty 
good. 

Like, 8-0-0, only-team-left-undefeated, franchise-record-
breaking-start good. Like, best-even-strength-goal-
differential-in-the-league (20-7), top-five-power-play-and-
penalty-kill, .956-save-percentage-goalie good. 

Will some of these things regress as the season goes? Sure. 

But the foundation the Hurricanes built in October is 
impressive. Let’s stay on a numeric theme and look at eight 
reasons the Canes are 8-0-0. 

Andersen coming in hot 

Freddie Andersen is playing so well right now that it’s hard to 
highlight one statistic. He’s 7-0-0. His 1.29 goals-against 
average is No. 1 among netminders who have played at 
least five games. His aforementioned .956 save percentage 
is basically tied for first (.001 off). He’s got five consecutive 
starts allowing one goal or fewer. He has allowed more than 
one goal just two times and more than two goals just once. 

According to MoneyPuck, he is second in the league in 
Goals Saved Above Expected at 11.3 (Florida’s Sergei 
Bobrovsky is No. 1 at 13.5) and is second in Wins Above 
Replacement at 1.89. Not that any of that matters to 
Andersen. 

“I don’t really care about that stuff,” the former Leafs goalie 
told me. “Just happy to be winning. I think that’s our goal 
every night, and that’s all that matters. I think all that other 
stuff is not too important. I’m more just happy that we’re 
coming in and playing really well every night and getting wins 
so far.” 

That’s going to be a common theme as we go through these 
reasons for the Hurricanes’ success, and it starts with head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Aho reversing the curse 

As Sebastian Aho has emerged as a top center in the NHL, 
there’s been one monkey on his back: scoring in October. 

2017-18: 0 goals, 5 assists in 10 games 

2018-19: 4 goals, 13 assists (OK, we can take 2018-19 out 
of the narrative) in 12 games 

2019-20: 3 goals, 3 assists in 12 games 

2020-21: No games in October 

2021-22: 5 goals, 5 assists in 8 games 

The more you look into it, the less Aho had a “scoring curse” 
in past Octobers, but he’s such an impactful player in general 
that when he’s missing from the scoresheet even for a game, 
you notice. There has been only one of those games so far 
this season as Aho has scored in seven of the Hurricanes’ 
eight games. 

“We’ve been saying this now for a while: Seabass is 
legitimate as a center,” Brind’Amour said. “He can go against 
anyone.” 

Of course, being able to “go against anyone” is 
Brind’Amour’s concern above points, and Aho has handled 
the first-line center responsibilities well (with the help of a 
certain captain taking the brunt of the tough matchups). But 
Aho’s career-best seven-game point streak to start this 
season made a statement: He’s ready to go to new places 
this season with an A on his chest, and the rest of the team 
better follow suit. 

The empty net 

Every time the officials penalize Andrei Svechnikov with a 
soft call, it seems like he then gets an empty net. 

In all seriousness, part of the reason for the team’s 8-0-0 
start is that the Hurricanes are “getting the bounces,” and 
luck will always play a part in hockey. The Canes’ collective 
11.06 shooting percentage, which can sometimes be a 
reflection of luck, is fourth in the league. But being able to 
capitalize on that luck is a sign of a talented team. 

The captain 

“Jordan Staal.” That’s it, that’s the sentence. 

I love asking Brind’Amour about Staal because he gets so 
defensive. He hates when we try to put the captain in any 
box at all. He takes exception to the notion that Staal is a 
“checking” forward, but at the same time, he goes out of his 
way to point out how well Staal performs against, say, the 
Patrice Bergeron line. 

Staal was definitely a top-three reason for that recent win 
over Boston, and he’s contributed in so many seemingly tiny 
but ultimately crucial ways this season. His line, including 
Nino Niederreiter (week to week) and Jesper Fast (we’ll get 
to him) has found a scoring flair. Brind’Amour said earlier this 
season that Staal “won” the training camp fitness test, and I 
guess I should have taken that more seriously. 

He’s got two goals and three assists but most importantly a 
62.26 faceoff percentage and 66 faceoff wins. He plays the 
right way, and that trickles down to the rest of the team. 

The “Fight Club” mentality 

The first rule of the 8-0-0 club is you don’t talk about the 8-0-
0 club. The Canes have made it a point not to get wrapped 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 3, 2021 

 

up in early success. You’ve heard it from Staal, who joked 
the 6-0-0 franchise record was “something to write about.” 
You heard it from Andersen above. Now, just watch this 
news conference. 

“I think just trusting what we’re doing and these guys know 
that they are going to get opportunities (is key),” Brind’Amour 
said more recently. “So just sticking with what we’re trying to 
do. Composure is part of it. We have a nice mix. You can 
see there’s a little more veteran presence with this group. 
There’s no panic.” 

Depth has made an impact 

I want to be clear that I don’t equate success on the ice with 
any sort of off-ice issue being resolved. 

But on the ice, Tony DeAngelo has nine points in eight 
games, a Gordie Howe hat trick and the most power-play 
points (five) among NHL defensemen. That will contribute to 
some wins. 

Then you have Jesperi Kotkaniemi regularly contributing on 
and off the scoresheet. I don’t know what I expected out of 
him, but the net-front presence comes as a pleasant 
surprise. You’ve got three goals in four games from Fast, 
point-per-game averages from Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo 
Teravainen, five points in eight games from — checks notes 
— Brett Pesce … 

It’s a full-team buy-in. 

The power play 

The biggest question plaguing the post-Dougie Hamilton 
Hurricanes was the power play. Hamilton came to the Canes 
at a time when their power play was lacking any finish and 
was one of the primary factors in its improvement, from 22nd 

in the NHL in the season before his arrival all the way up to 
second last season. I think a combination of the Canes’ core 
getting closer to its prime and DeAngelo being a viable 
replacement has worked for the Canes. 

DeAngelo’s five power-play points are tied for best in the 
league among defensemen. He and Hamilton are not 
identical players — DeAngelo has been a stronger passer — 
but he’s been what the Hurricanes needed and has the team 
fourth in the league, at 9-for-32 on the man advantage (a 
28.1 percent conversion rate). The Canes are also tied for 
second in the league with nine power-play goals and, 
according to NaturalStatTrick, they’re No. 4 in high-danger 
power-play chances, with 22. 

The scariest part is there’s clear room for improvement. 

“You’ve got to have it — so many nights it comes down to 
special teams,” Brind’Amour said. “A perfect example was 
(the win over the Coyotes on Oct. 31). I mean, both teams 
were going hard at it, and then we get the plus on the 
special-teams side. It’s super important.” 

The penalty kill 

The other side of that special-teams battle is obviously the 
penalty kill. And if there’s one thing a Brind’Amour-coached 
team is gonna do, it’s gonna kill the heck out of penalties. 

The Canes are also being called for way too many penalties, 
to be clear, but that’s run of the mill early in the season and 
clearly hasn’t posed much of a problem. 

Their penalty kill is 88.9 percent effective, good for fourth in 
the league — and they’ve taken far more PIMS than two of 
the top three teams (Edmonton and Pittsburgh).
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Shining Star: Andersen Honored By League For Outstanding October 

Canes goaltender made franchise history en route to 7-0-0 
start 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The National Hockey League announced its 
Three Stars of the Month for the Month of October Tuesday, 
naming Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen as the 
third star for the league's first month of action. 

Producing a stat line of 7-0-0 with a 1.29 goals against 
average (GAA) and .956 save percentage (SV%), 
Andersen's start with his new club could hardly be better. 

"It's just a sign that it's been going well for the team," 
Andersen began of the award. "We play hard. We're 
obviously happy with the way the first month went, but that 
doesn't mean too much yet. Every day we try and get better." 

Andersen got the nod as the team's opening night goaltender 
on October 14 against the New York Islanders, where he 
allowed three goals on 28 shots. From there it was all 
downhill, in a good way, as each game since fewer pucks 
per game have gotten by him. Saturday, October 16 in 
Nashville it was just two, one of which came inside the final 
minute with the extra attacker on and in his five starts since, 
they've all included one goal or less. 

To take it a notch further, of the four combined goals scored 
by the Canadiens, Blue Jackets, Maple Leafs, Bruins and 
Coyotes, only two of them have come at even strength. His 
clean sheet against Boston on October 28 was the 20th 
shutout of his career. 

"Freddie's been great," Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"He's playing better than we would've hoped and probably 
the biggest reason why we have the record we have." 

In addition to his seven wins pacing all 68 of the league's 
goaltenders that have played games this season, the 
advanced statistics also help build the case. Andersen's 
average goals distance - the average distance in feet of 

goals allowed by a goaltender, per Natural Stat Trick - of 
8.67 ranks lowest in the league. Indicating that Andersen has 
been seeing the puck well from mid-range and distance in all 
of his starts, only when attackers have been able to 
permeate the Canes defense have they then been able to 
crack the former Norfolk Admiral. 

Of his nine goals allowed, all nine of them of them have been 
graded "high danger chances". At five-on-five play, Andersen 
saved over nine goals expected from the month. Goals 
saved above average (GSAA) is the difference between the 
goalie's goals against average (GAA) and goals against (GA) 
with the same shots against and the average save 
percentage. 

"He's been awesome," Ian Cole, a pillar of the team's blue 
line chimed in with. "In my experience, a goaltender that has 
a very calming presence, that not only makes the saves that 
he's supposed to make, but also the occasional unbelievable 
save, which, he has done, that's a recipe for success. We try 
to make his job easy as defensemen, try to keep the shots to 
the outside, limit the changes, limit the quality of chances, 
but when those do happen, he's there to help us as well. 
There's a great give-and-take there, he's been fantastic and I 
think he'll be just as good, if not better, as the season goes 
on." 

This is the second time in his career Andersen has been 
named a league star of the month, earning second star 
honors in December of 2017 when he was a member of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

In regards to the history, the 32-year-old Danish netminder 
became just the second goalie ever in the NHL to begin a 
season 6-0-0 in his team's first six games in their first season 
as a member of the team. He became the first 
Hurricanes/Whalers goalie to win his first four starts with the 
team back on October 23, a streak now he has obviously 
extended to seven. Lastly, he is one of just seven goalies all-
time to win his first seven starts with his team.
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Preview: Canes at Blackhawks 

The November schedule begins tonight in the Windy City 

By Walt Ruff 

CHICAGO, IL - Carrying a perfect 8-0-0 record into tonight's 
contest, the Canes will play their first game in the month of 
November and also see a repeat opponent for the first time - 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 

When: Wednesday, November 3, 8:30 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 8-0-0 (16 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 
Canes Last Game: 2-1 Win vs. the Arizona Coyotes on 
Sunday, October 31. 

Blackhawks Record: 1-7-2 (4 Points, 7th - Central Division) 
Coyotes Last Game: 5-1 Win vs. the Ottawa Senators on 
Monday, November 1. 

Tracking The Storylines 

We Meet Again: The Canes and Blackhawks meet for the 
second time in just six days today, concluding their season 
series just four weeks into the regular season. Last Friday's 
matchup at PNC Arena resulted in a 6-3 victory for Carolina, 
despite two first period leads for the visiting side. It was the 
first start of the season for Antti Raanta, who bounced back 
after allowing the two goals early and five consecutive goals 

from his team's offense were more than enough for them to 
take home their seventh straight victory. Tony DeAngelo 
recorded the first Gordie Howe Hat Trick for the Hurricanes 
since 2012 in the effort. 

Different Look Up Front?: After Nino Niederreiter left last 
Friday's game with a lower-body injury, the door came open 
for Seth Jarvis to make his NHL debut Sunday. Much like the 
situation we've seen with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jarvis' 
positioning in the lineup is a fluid situation in terms of what 
line he'll be playing with. Monday's practice showcased a line 
of Martinook-Aho-Teravainen with the 19-year-old playing 
alongside Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz. 

Kane's Return: Last week when the two teams met, a 
noticeable absence from the Blackhawks lineup was forward 
Patrick Kane. On the COVID-19 protocol list at that time, the 
American-born winger returned to the team Monday night in 
dominant fashion to guide his team to their first win of the 
season. Recording a hat trick and an assist on top of it, #88 
brought a spark to his team's lineup and provides us with 
another reason to keep a close eye on him tonight. 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is two goals shy of 100 
NHL goals and Antti Raanta is one game shy of 200 NHL 
games played. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Tonight the team will be 
wearing their white sweaters.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the best new addition for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

After another week of the 2021-22 NHL season, we've had 
more changes in the top 5 of the power rankings. 

Here are our updated rankings of all 32 teams, plus the 
newcomer -- either a free-agent signing, trade addition or 
rookie -- that has made the biggest impact thus far for each 
club. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to last week's 
rankings, published on Oct. 27. Points percentages are 
through the games of Nov. 2. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.944 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WSH (Nov. 4), vs. CAR (Nov. 6), @ 
NYR (Nov. 8), @ NJ (No. 9) 

Sam Reinhart (UFA signing). Certainly, Reinhart needed a 
reset after seven seasons of rebuilding in Buffalo. Now he's 
on a Panthers team so deep up front that the perennial 20-
plus goal scorer has bounced successfully up and down 
Florida's lineup. Through nine games, Reinhart sits fifth in 
team scoring with two goals and seven points, and looks to 
be picking up steam. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 1.000 
Upcoming schedule: @ CHI (Nov. 3), @ FLA (Nov. 6), @ TB 
(Nov. 9) 

Frederik Andersen (UFA signing). There was no sign of the 
usual October struggles for Andersen with Carolina. He 
opened the season 7-0-0, with a .956 save percentage and 
1.29 goals-against average, leading the NHL in all three 
categories among starting netminders. 

3. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.857 
Upcoming schedule: @ LA (Nov. 3), @ SJ (Nov. 4), @ ANA 
(Nov. 7), @ WPG (Nov. 9) 

Klim Kostin (rookie). The Blues don't have many news faces 
in their ranks this season, and technically Kostin has 
previously appeared in six NHL games. The 22-year-old is in 
the fold right away this season though, and he's already 
earned a look on St. Louis' top line. Kostin has registered 

two goals and three points in his first six games while leading 
the Blues in hits (21). 

4. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.722 
Upcoming schedule: @ FLA (Nov. 4), vs. PHI (Nov. 6), vs. 
BUF (Nov. 8) 

Connor McMichael, (rookie). Yes, McMichael did play one 
NHL game prior to this season. But with Nicklas Backstrom 
sidelined by a hip injury, McMichael has really become part 
of the Capitals' lineup. Skating on Washington's second line, 
the young pivot has done well offensively in creating scoring 
opportunities and firing pucks on net. And his 62.0 SAT% 
leads all Capitals. Now McMichael just need his defensive 
game to match what he can do up front. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.611 
Upcoming schedule: @ TOR (Nov. 4), @ OTT (Nov. 6), vs. 
CAR (Nov. 9) 

Alex Barre-Boulet (rookie). The saga Barre-Boulet has been 
through already earns him top addition honors for the 
Lightning. Barre-Boulet was waived by Tampa on Oct. 10 
and claimed by Seattle, then waived again after two games 
with the Kraken, only to be re-claimed by the Lightning. He's 
been mostly slotted on Tampa's fourth line since, bringing 
good effort on the back check and collecting three points. 
That could lead to more opportunities ahead. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.875 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NSH (Nov. 3), vs. NYR (Nov. 5), @ 
DET (Nov. 9) 

Zach Hyman (UFA signing). Hyman has stepped seamlessly 
into Edmonton's lineup, bringing his trademark work ethic 
and tenacious forechecking along from Toronto. The winger 
has been off to a hot start offensively with six goals in his first 
six games, while proving to be the great complement to 
Connor McDavid for whom the Oilers had been searching. 

7. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.778 
Upcoming schedule: vs. DAL (Nov. 4), vs. NYR (Nov. 6), vs. 
SJ (Nov. 9) 

Erik Gudbranson (UFA signing). While the Flames' hot hands 
up front steal the spotlight, Gudbranson is quietly having a 
fine start on Calgary's blue line. Playing primarily with Juuso 
Valimaki, Gudbranson has tallied three assists while his 
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pairing with Valimaki has produced has a 52.0 scoring 
chances percentage, and 53.0% possession through seven 
games. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Upcoming schedule: @ EDM (Nov. 5), @ CGY (Nov. 6), vs. 
FLA (Nov. 8) 

Sammy Blais (trade with Blues). Blais makes his presence 
felt physically. He's second to Ryan Reaves among Rangers 
in hits per 60 minutes (13.8) while averaging 2.87 blocked 
shots per 60, and adding three assists. Blais will battle it out 
in the corner for pucks and provide a spark for teammates, 
the type of intangible that the Rangers need more of as they 
establish an identity this season. 

9. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CBJ (Nov. 3), @ CBJ (Nov. 6) 

Bowen Byram (rookie). Technically Byram isn't "new" to the 
Avalanche after appearing in 19 games last season. But this 
is the 20-year-old's first season starting out in the NHL, and 
he's taking full advantage. The young duo of Byram and Cale 
Makar is ahead 41-21 in scoring chances, and Byram leads 
Colorado in SAT% at 58.6. 

10. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Upcoming schedule: @ MTL (Nov. 4), @ WPG (Nov. 6), @ 
MIN (Nov. 7) 

Zach Parise (UFA signing). This was tough because the 
Islanders don't have any prominent new players this season 
except Zdeno Chara and Parise. While Chara has looked 
every bit the 44-year-old defender that he is, Parise's still 
showing he can contribute. The winger has yet to register a 
point in seven games, but he battles hard and appears to fit 
well in New York's system. Perhaps there is more in the tank 
for him to give. 

11. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.611 
Upcoming schedule: @ SEA (Nov. 4), vs. DET (Nov. 6), @ 
WSH (Nov. 8) 

Vinnie Hinostroza (UFA signing). The Sabres wanted players 
to complement their young core, and Hinostroza is delivering 
in that role. He's added one goal and three assists on the 
scoresheet through eight games, but Hinostroza's primary 
value is in hard-working shifts, playing physically and adding 
some bite when Buffalo needs a boost. 

12. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Upcoming schedule: @ LA (Nov. 5), @ SJ (Nov. 6), vs. FLA 
(Nov. 9) 

Dougie Hamilton (UFA signing). Hamilton was the big fish in 
free agency last summer, and he's caught right on with the 
Devils. He leads the team in average ice time (23:53 per 
game), is tied for the team lead in points (6) and is fifth 
amongst NHL defensemen with a 62.1 SAT%. And there's 
the matter of New Jersey giving up the third fewest shots in 
the league (28.3 per game), something else attributable to a 
better blue line. 

13. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Upcoming schedule: vs. DET (Nov. 4), @ TOR (Nov. 6), vs. 
OTT (Nov. 9) 

Tomas Nosek (UFA signing). The Bruins have already lost 
Nick Foligno and Craig Smith to injuries this season, and its 
been Nosek stepping up to help fill the void. While his stats 
are nothing special (one goal and two points in seven 
games), coach Bruce Cassidy appreciates Nosek's 
versatility. Calling him a "Swiss Army guy," Cassidy has used 
Nosek everywhere from the fourth line to centering Taylor 
Hall and Charlie Coyle. The early returns have been good. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.444 
Upcoming schedule: @ OTT (Nov. 4), @ MTL (Nov. 6), @ 
DET (Nov. 7), vs. SEA (Nov. 9) 

Evgenii Dadonov (trade with Senators). It's indicative of how 
few goals Vegas has scored this season that Dadonov's two 
put him in a tie for second most on the team. Both goals 
were post-regulation game-winners by Dadonov, helping the 
Golden Knights to their first run of consecutive wins this 
season. Now with news that William Karlsson will join Max 
Pacioretty and Mark Stone on the sidelines with injury, 
Vegas will need Dadonov to keep pumping in the goals to 
stay afloat. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PHI (Nov. 4), vs. MIN (Nov. 6), @ 
CHI (Nov. 9) 

Danton Heinen (UFA signing). No Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin or Jeff Carter at various times, due to injuries? Enter 
Danton Heinen. The veteran has stepped up to lead 
Pittsburgh in goals (four) and points (six), while averaging 
just 14:13 in time on ice per game. And Heinen has a strong 
defensive game to match his offensive production, averaging 
2.63 takeaways per 60 minutes, and 3.16 blocked shots per 
60. 

16. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. STL (Nov. 4), vs. NJ (Nov. 6), @ 
CGY (Nov. 9) 

Jonathan Dahlen (rookie). Logan Couture saw Dahlen skate 
before training camp and knew he wanted a chance to play 
with him. Dahlen's start shows why. The 23-year-old has 
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three goals in seven games, and his five points were fourth 
among Sharks prior to him being placed in COVID-19 
protocol last week. But prior to that, Dahlen showed he likes 
shooting the puck, plays well at both ends of the ice and has 
strong playmaking potential. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CHI (Nov. 5), vs. NYI (Nov. 6), vs. 
STL (Nov. 9) 

Evgeny Svechnikov (UFA signing). Svechnikov signed a 
contract with the Jets' American Hockey League affiliate in 
August. By the end of training camp, he was on an NHL deal. 
And his glow-up hasn't stopped there; Svechnikov does the 
little things well, gets to the net often and has helped elevate 
linemate Pierre-Luc Dubois. Over time, you could see his 
current average ice time (11:47) begin to rise, and his stats 
(one goal, three points) keep inflating as well. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.688 
Upcoming schedule: @ PIT (Nov. 4), @ WSH (Nov. 6) 

Cam Atkinson (trade with Blue Jackets). Atkinson isn't just 
the Flyers' best new addition. He's been just about their best 
player, period. So much so that coach Alain Vigneault 
recently bumped Atkinson to the team's top power-play unit 
to reward his strong start. Atkinson is averaging a point per 
game, leads the Flyers in goals with six, and sits third with a 
26.1% shooting percentage. 

19. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: @ PIT (Nov. 6), vs. NYI (Nov. 7) 

Brandon Duhaime (rookie). Minnesota has relied on its 
bottom six to contribute, and Duhaime has been a good part 
of that success. His speed pairs well on a line with Nick 
Bjugstad and Nico Sturm, and Duhaime is plus-24 in shot 
attempts differential. He has only one goal and three points 
to show for his efforts, but bringing a mix of strength, skill 
and overall tenacity will continue to serve the rookie well. 

20. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.550 
Upcoming schedule: vs. TB (Nov. 4), vs. BOS (Nov. 6), vs. 
LA (Nov. 8) 

Michael Bunting (UFA signing). Toronto is getting serious 
bang for its buck with Bunting. He took less (on a two-year, 
$1.9 million contract) to play for his hometown team, but has 
been among the team's most consistent forwards. Versatile 
enough to play from the third to the first line, Bunting already 
has three goals and five points, just two shy of the team lead, 
and is fourth in hits per 60 minutes (7.05). 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Upcoming schedule: @ COL (Nov. 3), vs. COL (Nov. 6) 

Jakub Voracek (trade with Flyers). Columbus acquired 
Voracek in large part to give Patrik Laine a boost and help 
the power play. So far, he's done both. Voracek has seven 
assists on the season, five of which have come about with 
Laine, and he leads the Blue Jackets with five power-play 
points. The more comfortable Voracek becomes, the bigger 
presence he could have for Columbus. 

22. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.444 
Upcoming schedule: @ CGY (Nov. 4), @ VAN (Nov. 7) 

Braden Holtby (UFA signing). Only Arizona has scored fewer 
goals this season than Dallas (1.75 per game). That doesn't 
leave Holtby much room for error, and he's been up to the 
task. Holtby's 2-3-0 record is supported by a .926 save 
percentage and 2.40 goals-against average, and he's held 
the Stars in games that could have become lopsided. Holtby 
will need some better goal support to keep this up. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: @ BOS (Nov. 4), @ BUF (Nov. 6), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 7), vs. EDM (Nov. 9) 

Lucas Raymond (rookie). The Red Wings are off to their best 
start in years, and it's been powered (in large part) by their 
top freshman. Raymond leads all NHL rookies in goals (four), 
5-on-5 points (seven) and total points (nine) through nine 
games, and is second among rookie forwards in average ice 
time (16:07). And he has a flair for the dramatic too: 
Raymond has already scored his first NHL hat trick. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.389 
Upcoming schedule: vs. STL (Nov. 3), vs. NJ (Nov. 5), @ 
TOR (Nov. 8), @ MTL (Nov. 9) 

Phillip Danault (UFA signing). The Kings raised eyebrows in 
signing Danault to a massive six-year, $33 million contract, 
but so far, it's working for them. L.A. already had a top-line 
center in Anze Kopitar and needed Danault for depth. He's 
come in as the quintessential shutdown guy, producing stats 
that may look underwhelming (one goal and three points in 
nine games), but has a two-way game and suffocating 
forecheck that keeps L.A. on the puck. 

25. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.556 
Upcoming schedule: @ EDM (Nov. 3), @ VAN (Nov. 5), @ 
CHI (Nov. 7) 

Philip Tomasino (rookie). Tomasino has already battled 
some adversity this season, appearing in Nashville's first 
game and then being scratched the next two. The 20-year-
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old has persevered since, and registered two goals and three 
points in six games while watching his ice time steadily 
increase to match the better efforts. 

26. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. ARI (Nov. 5), vs. STL (Nov. 7), @ 
VAN (Nov. 9) 

Trevor Zegras (rookie). Zegras isn't brand new to the Ducks' 
lineup this season, having joined them midway through last 
season and appearing in 24 games. This is Zegras' first 
season starting in the NHL though, and the 20-year-old is 
starting to hit his stride with four points in his last four games. 
He also paces NHL rookie forwards in average ice time 
(17:16). 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.375 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VGK (Nov. 4), vs. TB (Nov. 6), @ 
BOS (Nov. 9) 

Tyler Ennis (PTO signing). Ennis earned his second go-
around in Ottawa with a strong professional tryout 
performance. And as the Senators ran deep into early injury 
trouble, Ennis grabbed hold of more opportunity. He's third 
among Senators in points-per-game rate (0.63) and has 
carved out a significant role on Ottawa's power play, which 
has been ranked top 10 in the NHL for much of the season. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.350 
Upcoming schedule: vs. BUF (Nov. 4), @ ARI (Nov. 6), @ 
VGK (Nov. 9) 

Yanni Gourde (expansion draft). Everyone is new to Seattle 
this season, and several players are carving out important 
roles. Gourde has specifically stood out. While Jared 
McCann leads the way with seven points for the Kraken, 
Gourde is getting under opponents' skin, making Seattle 
tough to play against and adding to the scoresheet with one 
goal and four points in five games. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.450 

Upcoming schedule: vs. NSH (Nov. 5), vs. DAL (Nov. 7), vs. 
ANA (Nov. 9) 

Conor Garland (trade with Coyotes). As if the Coyotes don't 
have it bad enough this season, the player whose restricted 
free agent rights they traded away has begun to blossom. 
Garland set a franchise record with his six-game point streak 
to open the season, and sits second on the Canucks in goals 
(three) and points (eight), seven of which came at 5-on-5. 
He's not afraid to get in the dirty areas either, and the 
chemistry Garland has with frequent linemate Bo Horvat only 
continues to grow. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.273 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NYI (Nov. 4), vs. VGK (Nov. 6), vs. 
LA (Nov. 9) 

Mike Hoffman (UFA signing). An injury held Hoffman out of 
Montreal's first three games, but he's made up for lost time. 
In fact, he's been one of the few positives for the Candiens in 
a season rapidly going off the rails. Hoffman has four goals 
in seven games so far and leads Montreal with a 33.3% 
shooting percentage. Hoffman will have to keep firing in the 
net to lift Montreal out of its early funk. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.200 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CAR (Nov. 3), @ WPG (Nov. 5), vs. 
NSH (Nov. 7), vs. PIT (Nov. 9) 

Seth Jones (trade with Blue Jackets). It would be wrong to 
say Jones has had a great start in Chicago. But he's still their 
best newcomer. The blueliner leads the Blackhawks in 
average ice time (25:46 per game), is second in points 
(eight) and has the most shots on net (33). Jones hasn't 
scored a goal himself yet, but was a factor in Chicago's first 
win of the season this week. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.050 
Upcoming schedule: @ ANA (Nov. 5), vs. SEA (Nov. 6) 

Shayne Gostisbehere (trade with Flyers). The winless 
Coyotes haven't had many bright spots this season. 
Gostisbehere might be the closest thing to one. He paces 
Arizona in points, with five assists, and is third on the team in 
average ice time (19:36 per game).
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Quick Whistles: October Frederik Andersen, Hurricanes’ New Guys Fitting in 

October Freddie took on a new meaning as Frederik 
Andersen started the year as the NHL’s best goalie. 

By Brett Finger  

If you are or have ever been a Toronto Maple Leaf, you have 
a narrative that follows you. Frederik Andersen isn’t exempt 
from that reality. 

A popular narrative for Andersen has revolved around his 
slow starts, or “October Freddie.” 

In reality, his October numbers in Toronto weren’t that bad. 
He had a 20-13-5 October record with a .900 save 
percentage. Those numbers aren’t disastrous. But still, you 
would expect better than out of your starting goalie. 

There were many concerns surrounding the Hurricanes’ new 
goalie duo, and a slow start from Andersen was among 
them. 

Well, this year, October Freddie has taken on a different 
meaning. 

Andersen backstopped the Hurricanes to seven of their eight 
wins in their perfect month of October, and he was absolutely 
phenomenal. 

In his seven starts, he allowed just nine goals and recorded a 
league-best .956 save percentage and 10.2 goals saved 
above expected. 

After allowing three goals on 28 shots on opening night and 
two goals on 40 shots in game two, he allowed one goal or 
fewer in each of his next five starts, including his shut out of 
the Boston Bruins last week. 

His in-net style contrasts heavily with what we saw from the 
likes of Petr Mrazek and Alex Nedeljkovic. He’s calm and 
poised between the pipes, which has gone a long way in 
giving the team in front of him the confidence to go out and 
play their game without having to worry about if their goalie 
will be there to back them up. 

“Freddie has just been a rock,” said Steven Lorentz of 
Andersen after he stopped 24 of 25 shots against the Maple 
Leafs. “We knew coming in that he had that calm, cool, 
collected demeanor about him. Just to be able to see him 
play these games with such poise and having that 
confidence in your goaltender back there to be able to make 
those saves and bail you out when you have mistakes. I 
made one last game in Columbus, and he and [Jaccob 
Slavin] both bailed me out. It’s nice knowing that. Mistakes 
do happen in this game, but when it’s your mistake, those 
guys do have your back.” 

Inevitably, there will be bumps in the road throughout an 82-
game season, but we have seen Andersen at his best 

through the first few weeks of the season. Now it’s just a 
waiting game to see if they will get that same kind of goalie 
play in the playoffs. 

New Guys Hit the Ground Running 

The Hurricanes underwent a colossal roster overhaul over 
the offseason. Their fate as they returned to the Metropolitan 
Division was going to rely on how fast the new additions 
would get up to speed and fit into the existing core of 
players. 

So far, that transition has been surprisingly smooth. 

One of the most unsung heroes among that group has been 
Derek Stepan. The veteran pivot has fit in seamlessly on the 
fourth line and finally broke through for his first goal with the 
team against the Blackhawks on Friday. 

He has centered what has been an outstanding fourth line to 
this point. Stepan, Jordan Martinook and Steven Lorentz 
rank one through three among Canes skaters in expected 
goal share at 5-on-5. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s contributions have been more up and 
down. The former Canadien scored against his old team, 
and, coincidentally, that might have been his best all-around 
game of the season. 

Since then, he hasn’t been able to find his game consistently 
despite playing next to Sebastian Aho almost every step of 
the way. It’s still very much a work in progress for 
Kotkaniemi, but he has shown enough glimpses to this point 
where it’s not time to panic. 

The three new blueliners have provided some consistently 
great returns in the early going. 

The Hurricanes have deployed Tony DeAngelo just about as 
perfectly as you can deploy him, and he has meshed very 
well with Ian Cole on the team’s third pairing. It’s the tried 
and (sometimes) true hockey cliché of “offensive 
defenseman + stay-at-home defenseman + playing the 
matchups = success” pairing. 

At 5-on-5, they have yet to be on the ice for a goal against. 
While Andersen’s performance has played a significant role, 
going eight games without surrendering a goal is a very 
impressive feat. The Canes coaching staff does deserve 
some credit for how they’ve used them to this point. Their 
62.16% offensive zone start rate ranks first among Carolina’s 
three defensive pairings by a ~20% margin. 

DeAngelo has stepped into his first unit power-play role and 
played well, despite some issues with turnovers. His mobility 
might be the biggest asset he can bring to a power play that 
has, at times, been stationary. The first unit’s production has 
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slowed down considerably after a red-hot start, but they have 
all the pieces they need to be impactful. 

At 5-on-5, he has shown offensive flair, an eagerness to 
jump into the rush, and a physical edge. So far, his defensive 
mistakes have been masked by terrific goalie play, but that 
applies to everyone on the roster. 

We knew that he was a dynamic offensive player, and he 
has lived up to that so far. 

Last but not least, Ethan Bear has been as advertised. He’s 
gotten steady 5-on-5 minutes with Slavin, and the results 
have been solid while handling some tough matchups 

despite not getting quite as much puck luck as the Cole-
DeAngelo pairing. 

Bear’s vision is great, he has moved the puck very well, and 
he has been a strong contributor in gaining possession of the 
puck and moving it out of the defensive zone. The puck 
routinely ends up in the offensive zone when he is on the ice. 

There’s a lot to like with Carolina’s new guys, and with Nino 
Niederreiter’s injury, Seth Jarvis will likely get plenty of 
opportunities to add onto that over the next couple of weeks. 
The 2020 first-round pick looked right at home in his debut.

 

 
Carolina Hurricanes at Chicago Blackhawks: Game Preview and Storm Advisory  

The Hurricanes look to continue their undefeated streak in 
the Windy City 

By Cody Hagan  

Carolina Hurricanes (8-0-0) @ Chicago Blackhawks (1-7-2) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 6 

Wednesday, Nov 3, 2021 - 8:30 p.m. ET 

United Center — Chicago, Illinois 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Second City Hockey 

The Carolina Hurricanes head to the windy city for their 
second and final meeting with the Chicago Blackhawks this 
season. After defeating the Hawks last Friday in Raleigh, the 
Canes look to extend their perfect start to the season against 
a franchise that is spiraling downwards.  

To say Chicago is struggling so far this season is an 
understatement. A team going in to the season that some 
thought may compete for a Wild Card position, the 
Blackhawks have only one victory and haven’t gotten any 
momentum going at all.  

On the other side the Hurricanes are the best team in the 
NHL so far. A perfect month in October sets them up in good 
position for a much more difficult November schedule. 
Carolina will only see PNC Arena three times this month with 
two of those dates coming on back-to-back nights. Starting 
the month off strong will be key as they head to Florida next 
where they will get their first real test of the season.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Record 8-0-0 1-7-2 

Goals/Game 4.13 2.20 

Category Hurricanes Blackhawks 

Goals Against/Game 1.50 3.80 

Shots/Game 34.13 29.70 

Face Off Win % 55.2% 49.3% 

Power Play % (Rank) 28.1% (4th) 26.3% (7th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.9% (4th) 88.6% (5th) 

ES Corsi For % 53.33% 46.52% 

ES PDO 105.68 93.75 

PIM/Game 10:22 09:30 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Marc-Andre Fleury 

Record 7-0-0 1-5-0 

Save % .956 .888 

GAA 1.29 3.92 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Kevin Lankinen 

Record 1-0-0 0-2-2 

Save % .885 .882 
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Category Antti Raanta Kevin Lankinen 

GAA 3.00 3.56 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes can tie a franchise high for 
consecutive wins tonight at nine. The last time that 
occurred was in 2009 when the team went on a run 
to secure a playoff spot.  

 The Canes became just the sixth team ever in NHL 
history to record a perfect month by going 8-0-0 in 
October. The last time that happened was in 2016 
by the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

 Frederik Andersen was named the 3rd Star of the 
Month by the NHL for the month of October. He 
looks to continue his incredible start to the season 
as the calendar turns to November.  

 Tony DeAngelo has a three-game point streak on 
the line as he enters tonight’s contest.

 

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255481776.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255478986.html 

https://theathletic.com/2927768/2021/11/02/eight-reasons-the-hurricanes-are-8-0-0-a-maple-leafs-castoff-a-reversed-curse-a-fight-club-mentality-
and-more/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/shining-star-andersen-honored-by-league-for-outsanding-october/c-327489908 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-blackhawks/c-327497526 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/32534753/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-best-new-addition-every-team 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/2/22758466/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-frederik-andersen-new-guys-fitting-in-deangelo-bear-

kotkaniemi 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/3/22760717/carolina-hurricanes-at-chicago-blackhawks-game-preview-and-storm-advisory-frederik-

andersen-star 
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Eight reasons the Carolina Hurricanes are 8-0 and the NHL’s only 
undefeated team 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER NOVEMBER 02, 2021 3:12 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have won ‘em all, a franchise-record eight 
games in a row, to start the 2021-22 season. 

Here are eight reasons how and why they’re 8-0 and the only undefeated 
team in the NHL: 

“FRED-DIE, FRED-DIE!” 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has heard that chant at PNC Arena this 
season and why not? Seven starts, seven wins, a 1.29 goals-against 
average and .956 save percentage. That made him the NHL’s third star 
of the month for October. 

Andersen had some injury problems last season with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. The Canes must guard against over-use of the 32-year-old goalie, 
who played his 400th career game Sunday against Arizona. But so far ... 

Said captain Jordan Staal: “Freddie’s been unbelievable.” 

EVERYONE STEPPING UP 

Eight Canes players have scored game-winning goals, with defenseman 
Brett Pesce the eighth in the 2-1 win Sunday over Arizona. That’s 
balance. 

The roll call: Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Vincent Trocheck, Steven Lorentz, Tony DeAngelo, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
Pesce. 

“Everyone’s contributing, everyone is doing their job,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. “That’s what you want, that’s what you hope for. It’s a long 
year, we know that, and you try to take it a day a time but that’s what 
we’re going to need if you want to be successful.” 

TONY D 

Losing defenseman Dougie Hamilton in free agency left a void, especially 
on the power play. Tony DeAngelo has helped fill it with five power-play 
assists and nine points in all, tied for second among NHL D-men. 

DeAngelo, whose offseason signing rankled many in the Canes fan base, 
has said and done all the right things. His gloves-off fight Friday with 
Chicago’s Reese Johnson — and, yes, one of DeAngelo’s blows was a 
little low — had many Canes fans on their feet and chanting his name. 

Another plus for Tony D? “He’s much better defensively than people give 
him credit for,” defenseman Ian Cole said. 

AND THEY’RE OFF ... 

Brind’Amour’s track record as a coach is highlighted by three Stanley 
Cup playoff appearances in his first three seasons. But each season has 
had a strong start. 

The Canes were 4-0-1 to begin the 2018-19 season, Brind’Amour’s first, 
then 5-0-0 in 2019-20. The 2021 season did not begin until January 
because of the pandemic but the Canes bolted to a 6-1-0 start. Now 8-0. 

Brind’Amour likes to keep a fast pace in training-camp practices. 
Whatever the reason, his formula has worked early again, allowing the 
Canes to pile up some points for what will be a highly competitive 
Metropolitan Division. 

“We got good people, regardless of the record,” Brind’Amour said 
Tuesday. “It’s special when you know it and you feel it and guys get it.” 

A HANDFUL OF SVECHNIKOV 

The players call him “Svechy” and the Canes now have him under 
contract for eight more seasons. If there was contract pressure on him 
last season affecting his play, it’s dissipated as Brind’Amour might say. 

Svechnikov has a team-leading seven goals and 11 points. His seven-
game point streak ended Sunday but Brind’Amour credited his power 
forward with playing “hard and heavy all night” in the 2-1 win over the 
Coyotes. “A handful,” Brind’Amour said. 

KEEPING IT SPECIAL 

How many times have you heard Brind’Amour say special teams decide 
games? Like almost every game? 

They did decide Sunday’s grind of a game. Pesce scored the winner on 
the late power play while the Coyotes were 0-3 against the Canes’ 
penalty killers. “So many nights it comes down to special teams. It’s 
super important,” Brind’Amour said after the game. 

Carolina was fourth in the NHL in power-play percentage (28.1) and 
fourth in penalty killing (88.9%) through Monday’s games. 

ADDING THE RIGHT PIECES 

Canes owner Tom Dundon has shown the willingness to spend to the 
NHL salary cap to make his team competitive. For the Canes, adding 
forward Derek Stepan and defenseman Ian Cole as free agents has 
produced value early in the season with their veteran presence and their 
play. 

Stepan, 31, has been a mentor for rookie forward Seth Jarvis, who said 
Sunday after his NHL debut, “He’s a guy I can ask questions to and he’ll 
give a straight-up answer and not sugar-coat it. That’s what you need.” 

Cole, 32, has been a good counterbalance on the third D pairing with 
DeAngelo, who likes to join the rush and be a part of the offense. 

ACING THE MATH 

Numbers, anyone? The metrics all look impressive for the Canes. 

The Canes have outscored opponents 21-7 in 5-on-5 play for an NHL-
best goals-for percentage (75.0), always a good gauge of a team’s play. 
They have the league’s best overall goal differential at plus-21, another 
good gauge. 
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Some call PDO a useful statistic. The NHL lists it as “shooting plus save 
percentage” in 5-on-5 play, and the Canes have the highest PDO in the 
league with a shooting percentage of 9.62 plus save percentage of 96.0. 

The best stats? Easy. The Canes are 5-0 at home, 3-0 on the road. 
They’ve won ‘em all. 
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Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen pulls in an NHL monthly award 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED NOVEMBER 02, 2021 4:41 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen has been named the the 
NHL’s third star of the month for October, it was announced Tuesday by 
the league. 

Third star? It could be argued he was deserving of first-star consideration 
given his splendid play in the Canes’ 8-0-0 start: Seven starts, a 7-0 
record, a 1.29 goals-against average and .956 save percentage. It’s hard 
to better that. 

“That’s obviously the biggest part, I think, of why we have the record we 
have,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “He’s been great. 
Let’s call it for what it is.” 

The NHL named Washington’s Alex Ovechkin the first star of the month 
and Connor McDavid of Edmonton the second star. As for Andersen, he 
did his best to downplay the NHL accolade Tuesday after practice. 

“It’s just a sign that it’s been going well for the team and we’ve been 
playing hard,” Andersen said to the media at Wake Competition Center. 
“We’re obviously happy with the way the month went but we know it 
doesn’t really mean too much yet. Every day we try to get better.” 

Andersen, 32, has had hot months in his career, beginning in Anaheim 
and then with the Toronto Maple Leafs before the offseason signing with 
Carolina. His start Sunday against Arizona — a 2-1 Canes win — was his 
400th NHL game. He has 233 career victories. 

He was named the NHL’s second star for November 2017 with the Leafs. 
How does this month compare to others in his career? 

“That’s a good question but I haven’t looked too much about that,” 
Andersen said. “As I said, I just try to get better for every day and bring 
the best for each game. That’s really been my focus. 

“I’m just happy to be healthy and playing on a really good team. That’s 
helped me as a goalie a lot and I like what we’re doing so far.” 

Andersen, who is expected to start Wednesday in the road game against 
Chicago, has faced 205 shots in his seven games as the Canes have 
played well in front of him, limiting good offensive chances. He has 
allowed nine goals. 

“He’s been awesome,” said Canes defenseman Ian Cole, another 
offseason acquisition. “I can’t speak to the goaltending before I got here 
but it has been my experience that having a goaltender that is a very 
calming presence, that not only makes the saves he’s supposed to make 
but the occasional unbelievable save, which he has done in spades, that 
it’s a recipe for success. He’s calm, collected and does a fantastic job.” 
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Eight reasons the Hurricanes are 8-0-0: A Maple Leafs castoff, a 
reversed curse, a ‘Fight Club’ mentality and more 

 

By Sara Civian Nov 2, 2021 

 

So, after all the roster turnover and questions the offseason presented, it 
turns out the Carolina Hurricanes are pretty good. 

Like, 8-0-0, only-team-left-undefeated, franchise-record-breaking-start 
good. Like, best-even-strength-goal-differential-in-the-league (20-7), top-
five-power-play-and-penalty-kill, .956-save-percentage-goalie good. 

Will some of these things regress as the season goes? Sure. 

But the foundation the Hurricanes built in October is impressive. Let’s 
stay on a numeric theme and look at eight reasons the Canes are 8-0-0. 

Andersen coming in hot 

Freddie Andersen is playing so well right now that it’s hard to highlight 
one statistic. He’s 7-0-0. His 1.29 goals-against average is No. 1 among 
netminders who have played at least five games. His aforementioned 
.956 save percentage is basically tied for first (.001 off). He’s got five 
consecutive starts allowing one goal or fewer. He has allowed more than 
one goal just two times and more than two goals just once. 

According to MoneyPuck, he is second in the league in Goals Saved 
Above Expected at 11.3 (Florida’s Sergei Bobrovsky is No. 1 at 13.5) and 
is second in Wins Above Replacement at 1.89. Not that any of that 
matters to Andersen. 

“I don’t really care about that stuff,” the former Leafs goalie told me. “Just 
happy to be winning. I think that’s our goal every night, and that’s all that 
matters. I think all that other stuff is not too important. I’m more just 
happy that we’re coming in and playing really well every night and getting 
wins so far.” 

That’s going to be a common theme as we go through these reasons for 
the Hurricanes’ success, and it starts with head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Aho reversing the curse 

As Sebastian Aho has emerged as a top center in the NHL, there’s been 
one monkey on his back: scoring in October. 

2017-18: 0 goals, 5 assists in 10 games 

2018-19: 4 goals, 13 assists (OK, we can take 2018-19 out of the 
narrative) in 12 games 

2019-20: 3 goals, 3 assists in 12 games 

2020-21: No games in October 

2021-22: 5 goals, 5 assists in 8 games 

The more you look into it, the less Aho had a “scoring curse” in past 
Octobers, but he’s such an impactful player in general that when he’s 
missing from the scoresheet even for a game, you notice. There has 
been only one of those games so far this season as Aho has scored in 
seven of the Hurricanes’ eight games. 

“We’ve been saying this now for a while: Seabass is legitimate as a 
center,” Brind’Amour said. “He can go against anyone.” 

Of course, being able to “go against anyone” is Brind’Amour’s concern 
above points, and Aho has handled the first-line center responsibilities 
well (with the help of a certain captain taking the brunt of the tough 
matchups). But Aho’s career-best seven-game point streak to start this 
season made a statement: He’s ready to go to new places this season 
with an A on his chest, and the rest of the team better follow suit. 

The empty net 
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Every time the officials penalize Andrei Svechnikov with a soft call, it 
seems like he then gets an empty net. 

In all seriousness, part of the reason for the team’s 8-0-0 start is that the 
Hurricanes are “getting the bounces,” and luck will always play a part in 
hockey. The Canes’ collective 11.06 shooting percentage, which can 
sometimes be a reflection of luck, is fourth in the league. But being able 
to capitalize on that luck is a sign of a talented team. 

The captain 

“Jordan Staal.” That’s it, that’s the sentence. 

I love asking Brind’Amour about Staal because he gets so defensive. He 
hates when we try to put the captain in any box at all. He takes exception 
to the notion that Staal is a “checking” forward, but at the same time, he 
goes out of his way to point out how well Staal performs against, say, the 
Patrice Bergeron line. 

Staal was definitely a top-three reason for that recent win over Boston, 
and he’s contributed in so many seemingly tiny but ultimately crucial 
ways this season. His line, including Nino Niederreiter (week to week) 
and Jesper Fast (we’ll get to him) has found a scoring flair. Brind’Amour 
said earlier this season that Staal “won” the training camp fitness test, 
and I guess I should have taken that more seriously. 

He’s got two goals and three assists but most importantly a 62.26 faceoff 
percentage and 66 faceoff wins. He plays the right way, and that trickles 
down to the rest of the team. 

The “Fight Club” mentality 

The first rule of the 8-0-0 club is you don’t talk about the 8-0-0 club. The 
Canes have made it a point not to get wrapped up in early success. 
You’ve heard it from Staal, who joked the 6-0-0 franchise record was 
“something to write about.” You heard it from Andersen above. Now, just 
watch this news conference. 

ROD SAID THE GOALTENDING HAS BEEN 'ELITE' SO FAR FROM 
FREDDIE.@CANES | #LETSGOCANES 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/8HSJ59TOFI 

— BALLY SPORTS: CANES (@CANESONBALLY) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

“I think just trusting what we’re doing and these guys know that they are 
going to get opportunities (is key),” Brind’Amour said more recently. “So 
just sticking with what we’re trying to do. Composure is part of it. We 
have a nice mix. You can see there’s a little more veteran presence with 
this group. There’s no panic.” 

Depth has made an impact 

I want to be clear that I don’t equate success on the ice with any sort of 
off-ice issue being resolved. 

But on the ice, Tony DeAngelo has nine points in eight games, a Gordie 
Howe hat trick and the most power-play points (five) among NHL 
defensemen. That will contribute to some wins. 

Then you have Jesperi Kotkaniemi regularly contributing on and off the 
scoresheet. I don’t know what I expected out of him, but the net-front 
presence comes as a pleasant surprise. You’ve got three goals in four 
games from Fast, point-per-game averages from Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen, five points in eight games from — checks notes — 
Brett Pesce … 

It’s a full-team buy-in. 

The power play 

The biggest question plaguing the post-Dougie Hamilton Hurricanes was 
the power play. Hamilton came to the Canes at a time when their power 
play was lacking any finish and was one of the primary factors in its 
improvement, from 22nd in the NHL in the season before his arrival all 
the way up to second last season. I think a combination of the Canes’ 

core getting closer to its prime and DeAngelo being a viable replacement 
has worked for the Canes. 

DeAngelo’s five power-play points are tied for best in the league among 
defensemen. He and Hamilton are not identical players — DeAngelo has 
been a stronger passer — but he’s been what the Hurricanes needed 
and has the team fourth in the league, at 9-for-32 on the man advantage 
(a 28.1 percent conversion rate). The Canes are also tied for second in 
the league with nine power-play goals and, according to NaturalStatTrick, 
they’re No. 4 in high-danger power-play chances, with 22. 

The scariest part is there’s clear room for improvement. 

“You’ve got to have it — so many nights it comes down to special teams,” 
Brind’Amour said. “A perfect example was (the win over the Coyotes on 
Oct. 31). I mean, both teams were going hard at it, and then we get the 
plus on the special-teams side. It’s super important.” 

The penalty kill 

The other side of that special-teams battle is obviously the penalty kill. 
And if there’s one thing a Brind’Amour-coached team is gonna do, it’s 
gonna kill the heck out of penalties. 

The Canes are also being called for way too many penalties, to be clear, 
but that’s run of the mill early in the season and clearly hasn’t posed 
much of a problem. 

Their penalty kill is 88.9 percent effective, good for fourth in the league — 
and they’ve taken far more PIMS than two of the top three teams 
(Edmonton and Pittsburgh). 
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Kevin Cheveldayoff, the former Chicago Blackhawks assistant GM, says 
Kyle Beach’s allegations were presented as harassment rather than 
assault during a 2010 meeting 

 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS STAFF 

 

Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff says he was “not 
aware” until this year of the severity of the sexual assault allegations 
made more than a decade ago against a former Chicago Blackhawks 
assistant coach. 

A third-party investigation by an independent law firm found Cheveldayoff 
was among a group of team leaders who discussed allegations by 
prospect Kyle Beach against video coach Brad Aldrich on May 23, 2010, 
in the hours after the team advanced to the Stanley Cup Final for the first 
time in 19 years. 

The firm’s report released last week stated there was no evidence 
anything was done about the accusations after the meeting until then-
team President John McDonough contacted the Blackhawks director of 
human resources on June 14 after the Hawks had won the title — a 
delay that violated the organization’s sexual harassment policy. 

Cheveldayoff was assistant GM and senior director of hockey operations 
for the Blackhawks at the time. 

“Kyle was failed by a system that should have helped him but did not,” 
the 51-year-old Cheveldayoff said Tuesday during a news conference in 
Winnipeg to discuss the NHL’s decision not to discipline him for the 
scandal. “I am sorry that my own assumptions about that system were 
clearly not good enough.” 
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Cheveldayoff said the allegations were presented as harassment rather 
than assault, and he believed processes were in place within the 
organization to handle the matter. 

The Jets GM met with NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman in New York on 
Friday to discuss his role in the Hawks’ mishandling of the allegations, 
and Bettman absolved him of any wrongdoing. 

The report, which came in response to lawsuits by Beach and a former 
high school student whom Aldrich was convicted of assaulting in 
Michigan after leaving the Blackhawks, found management largely 
ignored the allegations. 

Cheveldayoff is the only person placed at the May 2010 meeting still 
employed in the NHL. 

“If there was an understanding that there was a sexual assault, I believe 
it would have been handled much differently,” he said. “And certainly the 
Kevin Cheveldayoff that’s here today would have handled it.” 

Florida Panthers coach Joel Quenneville, who was behind the Hawks 
bench from 2008 to 2018, resigned after a meeting with Bettman last 
week. 

Blackhawks President and GM Stan Bowman stepped down after the 
report that rocked the hockey world, while Al MacIsaac, another top 
Blackhawks executive, is also no longer employed by the club. 

Beach revealed himself last Wednesday as the “John Doe” initially 
named in the report. 

Cheveldayoff was joined by Jets governor and co-owner Mark Chipman 
for Tuesday’s news conference at Canada Life Centre before the Jets 
hosted the Dallas Stars. 

“As we’ve seen, heard and learned, this has been a horrific week for Kyle 
Beach and all victims of sexual harassment and assault,” Chipman said 
in an emotional opening statement. “Kyle should be commended for not 
only sharing his story, but also serving as a courageous example to other 
survivors.” 

Bettman told reporters Monday during a virtual media availability that 
Cheveldayoff was “such a minor player in this” and “had no responsibility” 
for the Hawks’ mishandling of the situation. 

Cheveldayoff has been GM and executive vice president of the Jets 
since the team relocated to Winnipeg from Atlanta in 2011. 

In a statement released by the Jets in July, Cheveldayoff said he “had no 
knowledge of any allegations involving Mr. Aldrich until asked if I was 
aware of anything just prior to the conclusion of his employment with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

“After confirming that I had no prior knowledge of anything, I had no 
further involvement.” 

Cheveldayoff defended that statement Tuesday, adding there were legal 
ramifications at the time. 

“I needed to try to say a bunch of things without being able to say that 
there was a meeting that happened in Chicago that, obviously, I’ve 
referenced,” he explained. “After that I did not have any involvement. I 
was not part of the investigation. Three weeks later (Aldrich) was no 
longer part of the organization, and I was not privy to how that separation 
even transpired.” 

Aldrich, who has told investigators the encounter with Beach was 
consensual, continued to work for and travel with the team during those 
three weeks after the meeting on May 23, 2010. He celebrated the 
Hawks victory and eventually had his name etched on the Stanley Cup. 

Former U.S. federal prosecutor Reid Schar, who led the investigation that 
included 139 witnesses and resulted in the 107-page report, said last 
Tuesday that Aldrich also “made an unwanted sexual advance” toward a 
22-year-old Blackhawks intern during that time period. 

The league fined the team $2 million for “the organization’s inadequate 
internal procedures and insufficient and untimely response” to Beach’s 
allegations. 

Chipman pledged Tuesday that he will push for change in the NHL. 

“There are systemic problems that will require systemic solutions,” he 
said. 

The Blackhawks — a team the Jets have previously looked to for 
inspiration for its win-at-all-costs mentality — also won titles in 2013 and 
2015 with McDonough, Bowman, MacIsaac and Quenneville at the helm. 

“Nothing would give me greater joy than seeing the people who have 
supported us be able to celebrate a Stanley Cup,” Chipman said of Jets 
fans. “But it’ll never ever, ever, ever, ever be at the expense of a human 
being. Ever.” 
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Chicago Blackhawks have begun talks to reach a ‘fair and equitable’ 
settlement with former prospect Kyle Beach, but ‘each side had differing 
view points’ 

 

By PHIL THOMPSON 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks met with Kyle Beach’s attorney, Susan E. 
Loggans, on Tuesday afternoon as the sides began settlement talks. 

At issue is how much the Hawks will pay Beach for the team’s handling 
of a 2010 sexual abuse allegation against then-video coach Brad Aldrich. 
After independent investigators, commissioned by the Hawks, found fault 
with senior management’s lack of action in 2010, the organization 
apologized to Beach and promised to work on a “fair resolution.” 

The Hawks’ legal team and Loggans issued a joint statement Tuesday 
saying both parties discussed their positions in an hourlong meeting. 

“Susan Loggans explained her basis for settlement and the Blackhawks’ 
attorneys listened and discussed issues that they feel affect this matter,” 
said the statement, which the Tribune obtained. “The meeting was 
respectful and cordial but each side had differing view points. 

“It was decided that an opportunity may exist to move forward, however, 
both parties will confer with their clients and meet again in the near 
future. No resolution occurred today but a positive dialogue has begun.” 

Last week, Hawks CEO Danny Wirtz instructed his legal team to come to 
a “fair resolution” with Beach, who sued the Blackhawks in May, accusing 
the team of negligence in their handling of his sexual assault allegation 
against Aldrich. 

The team commissioned an independent review this summer, and law 
firm Jenner & Block found that senior management delayed addressing 
Beach’s complaint by three weeks to avoid interfering with the Hawks’ 
run to the Stanley Cup. 

Timeline: The Chicago Blackhawks video coach scandal — and what’s 
happened next » 

The team later allowed Aldrich to resign and did not report the allegation 
to Chicago police. 

The team’s lawyers notified Loggans in a letter of several points they 
wished to address in Tuesday afternoon’s video call. 

“Danny Wirtz and his father, Chairman Rocky Wirtz, are interested in 
arranging a direct conversation with Kyle so that they can each 
personally apologize for the manner in which the Blackhawks handled 
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the allegations brought to the organization in 2010 and express their 
commitment to attempt to resolve this matter in a fair and equitable 
manner.” The letter invited Beach to propose times for a video call later 
this week. 

The Hawks told Loggans they don’t plan to oppose a motion she filed 
Friday to amend Beach’s complaint and will tell the court in a hearing 
Wednesday. However, “to facilitate settlement, we also would like to 
propose a 60-day stay of all litigation matters to see if the parties can 
reach an amicable resolution in this case.” 

The Hawks also will request that Loggans agree to a mediator to help 
expedite the process. “Within that process, we will discuss your views of 
what a fair and financial settlement would look like.” 

The Hawks also are being sued in a related case. Aldrich pleaded guilty 
in 2013 to criminal sexual conduct with a Houghton (Mich.) High School 
hockey player, and that former player has sued the Hawks, alleging 
willful and wanton conduct. 
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Kevin Cheveldayoff and Patrick Kane apologize, settlement talks begin 
as Blackhawks scandal fallout continues 

“[I want to] make this a better and safer place so that there isn’t another 
Kyle Beach,” Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff said Tuesday. 

 

By Ben Pope Nov 2, 2021, 6:16pm CDT 

 

In his first news conference since the fallout from the Blackhawks’ 
sexual-assault scandal, Jets general manager and former Hawks 
assistant GM Kevin Cheveldayoff apologized to Kyle Beach for the 
organization’s inaction in 2010. 

“What Kyle went through is unacceptable and intolerable,” Cheveldayoff 
told reporters Tuesday in Winnipeg. “Kyle was failed by a system that 
should’ve helped him, but did not. “I’m sorry that my own assumptions 
about that system were clearly not good enough.” 

Cheveldayoff is the only participant in the Hawks’ now-infamous May 
2010 meeting (in which Beach’s alleged assault was discussed) who 
remains employed by an NHL team, having been cleared of discipline by 
commissioner Gary Bettman. 

Cheveldayoff clarified that he was pulled into the meeting late and 
thought the incident being discussed was “along the lines of harassment, 
[like] inappropriate texts, unwanted advances,” not sexual assault. 

He left the meeting expecting it nonetheless would be investigated by 
higher-ranking Hawks executives. 

He also said he recently talked to former NHL player Sheldon Kennedy, a 
longtime leading voice for abuse victims in hockey. 

“I’m fortunate that I have an opportunity to be someone that still has a 
chance to make a change in the game,” Cheveldayoff said. “[I want to] 
help grow and learn and try to make this a better and safer place so that 
there isn’t another Kyle Beach.” 

Settlement talks begin 

Hawks lawyers met with Susan Loggans, Beach’s lawyer, for about an 
hour to begin settlement talks regarding the still-pending lawsuit. 
Loggans described the meeting as “respectful and cordial” in a statement 
to the Chicago Sun-Times. 

“It was decided that an opportunity may exist to move forward,” Loggans 
said. “However, both parties will confer with their clients and meet again 
in the near future. 

“No resolution occurred today, but a positive [dialogue] has begun.” 

The Hawks have requested using a third-party mediator and pausing 
court filings for 60 days to keep negotiations progressing. 

Kane regrets comments 

Patrick Kane’s comments last week after general manager Stan 
Bowman’s resignation and Beach’s public step forward were criticized for 
his defense of Bowman, whom he called a “great man” who “did a lot for 
me personally.” 

After his return to play Monday, Kane went out of his way to apologize. 

“I feel bad about the last time I talked,” he said. “Obviously, I put my 
personal experience with management ahead of the way Kyle was 
treated by them. 

“[I] don’t want to diminish or overshadow anything that Kyle went through 
with our organization. Listen, it takes incredible courage and pride for him 
to come forward and deal with what he’s dealt with. We’re all thinking 
about him.” 

Hossa’s night postponed 

In a joint decision between the Hawks and Marian Hossa, his “legacy 
night” at the United Center — originally scheduled for next Tuesday 
against the Penguins — has been postponed. 

“Everyone agreed that this is an important time for our organization to 
reflect rather than celebrate,” the Hawks said in a statement. 

Crevier signs 

The Hawks signed prospect Louis Crevier to a three-year, entry-level 
contract with an $851,000 salary-cap hit. 

Crevier, a 6-8 defensive defenseman who stuck around longer than 
expected in training camp in September, is playing his fourth year of 
junior hockey in Quebec, so his contract won’t kick in until next season. 

A seventh-round pick, he’s one of several later-round Hawks selections 
from the 2020 draft who have significantly increased their stock in the last 
year. Fifth-rounder Isaak Phillips already is in the NHL, and third-rounder 
Wyatt Kaiser has become a star at Minnesota-Duluth. 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 11.03.2021 

1194071 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Blackhawks’ COVID outbreak finally retreating as players, coaches return 

After peaking at five players and four coaches on the COVID-19 list, only 
Henrik Borgstrom remains out for the Blackhawks. 

 

By Ben Pope Nov 2, 2021, 4:54pm CDT 

 

The impact of the Blackhawks’ recent COVID-19 outbreak on their roster 
was obvious. 

Patrick Kane, Riley Stillman, Jujhar Khaira and Henrik Borgstrom missed 
games, and Jonathan Toews also was briefly unavailable. 

But the impact on the Hawks’ coaching staff might’ve been even greater. 
With four people in the COVID protocol and unavailable, coach Jeremy 
Colliton and assistant Sheldon Brookbank were basically the only high-
ranking coaches left. 
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“In the preparation for the games and in the meetings, everyone was 
taking on a little bit more [responsibility],” Colliton said Tuesday. “And just 
on the bench, with the feedback to the players, it [was] happening less. 
Me and Brookbank are putting the players on the ice, so it’s hard for us to 
give the feedback immediately or between shifts when trying to get the 
right guys out there. 

“When we have less guys on the bench, it’s just tougher.” 

The outbreak finally appears to be abating, and not a moment too soon 
for a team that is fully vaccinated but desperately needs a winning streak. 

Borgstrom is the only player or coach left on the COVID list. Kane 
returned and scored three goals in the Hawks’ long-awaited victory 
Monday, and Stillman and Khaira reappeared at practice Tuesday. 

“For sure, it’s a lift,” Colliton said. “Kane stepped in and really helped last 
night, but we’ve had some guys out who can [also] help and give us 
some minutes. . . . It just increases the competition for who’s going to 
play and how much.” 

Assistants Tomas Mitell and Marc Crawford, goalie coach Jimmy Waite 
and video coach Matt Meacham are back now, too. 

During their absences, Chris Kunitz was pressed into behind-the-bench 
duties — temporarily becoming “more full-time than he usually is,” 
Colliton said — while AHL goalie coach Peter Aubry filled in for Waite 
and analytics coordinator Mary DeBartolo filled in for Meacham. The staff 
wore masks for all interactions with players, an eye-catching flashback to 
last season’s requirements. 

Kane said he experienced mild symptoms for the first couple of days but 
otherwise sat around his house, counting the minutes till he could lace up 
his skates again. 

The NHL’s COVID protocols remain strict, even for vaccinated 
individuals. Those with confirmed cases must isolate for at least 10 days 
beyond the start of symptoms and at least 24 hours beyond the end of 
symptoms. 

“You’re not allowed to leave your place,” Kane said after the game 
Monday. “[You] can’t really do any conditioning or anything like that — 
they want you to stay away from that stuff. I just tried to do some light 
stuff, nothing too crazy, but just so I was coming back and feeling 
somewhat OK. It was obviously big for me to be able to skate [Monday] 
morning, just to feel it out.” 

Stillman said he also tested positive but was asymptomatic. 

“It’s really nice to get back and get some legs underneath me and some 
reps with the guys and be around everybody,” he said. 

Stillman’s return sets up an interesting defensive-personnel decision. 
Wyatt Kalynuk (sprained ankle) and Caleb Jones (strained wrist) have 
been skating together for weeks, and Kalynuk participated in full-team 
practice Tuesday for the first time since training camp. Colliton said 
Kalynuk is “closer” but “not close enough to really say what day” he’ll be 
ready. 

Their eventual returns will give the Hawks nine defensemen to sort 
through. And although sending prospect Isaak Phillips back to the AHL 
would be one easy step, determining the other two odd men out will be 
more telling. 
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Kane clarifies comments following Kyle Beach disclosure 

 

John Dietz 

 

Patrick Kane wasn't happy with how he responded to questions about the 
Blackhawks' sexual abuse scandal last week. 

"I feel bad (about) the last time I talked," Kane said after scoring 3 goals 
in the Hawks' 5-1 win Monday over Ottawa. 

In his interview last week Kane said he knew Stan Bowman "as a great 
man" and that the former general manager "did a lot for me personally." 

Those comments, and others by Kane and captain Jonathan Toews, 
drew the fans' ire on the day that Kyle Beach identified himself as the 
player abused by Brad Aldrich in 2010. Kane had not seen Beach's 
emotional interview on TSN, but has since watched it. 

"It's obviously very emotional, watching and even reading through the 
investigation, just some disturbing details," Kane said. "Obviously, I put 
my personal experience with management ahead of the way Kyle was 
treated by them. When you do that, don't want to diminish or overshadow 
anything Kyle went through with our organization. 

"Listen, it takes incredible courage and pride for him to come forward and 
deal with what he's dealt with. We're all thinking about him, too." 

Bowman and former vice president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac are 
no longer with the organization. 

Kane, who hung out with Beach quite a bit during Beach's first training 
camp in 2008, said he would try to connect at some point. 

"Just want the best for him and his life moving forward," Kane said. "(I'll 
see) if he's willing to talk or wants to reach out, that you're here for him. 
It's been 11 years, and it's a lot to deal with for a long time." 

Off the schneid 

It took 10 games, but the Hawks (1-7-2) finally won their first game 
Monday. The biggest positives for coach Jeremy Colliton's team were 
that they scored 4 goals at even strength and Marc-Andre Fleury turned 
away 29 shots in net. The Hawks have allowed just 2 goals in their last 
two games. 

The 'W' was a big relief for everyone. 

"No question," Colliton said. "We're all human. You look at the standings 
and we understand where we're at. We've got to put points on the board. 
Everyone believes in the team we have and the players we have and 
there's more there. But when you're not breaking through and getting 
results, it's hard." 

It won't get any easier over the next week, though, as the Hawks host 
Carolina (8-0-0), travel to Winnipeg (4-2-2), then host pesky Nashville (4-
4-0) and Pittsburgh (3-3-2). 

This and that 

• Coach Jeremy Colliton didn't have much of an update on injured 
defensemen Wyatt Kalynuk and Caleb Jones and forward Tyler Johnson. 
He did say none will play against Carolina Wednesday, and that Kalynuk 
is the closest of the three to returning. He is eligible to come off LTIR 
Friday. 

• Forward Jujhar Khaira, defenseman Riley Stillman and coaches Marc 
Crawford and Jimmy Waite are out of COVID protocol. 

• The Hawks came to terns with defenseman Louis Crevier on a three-
year entry-level deal that runs through the 2023-24 season and carries 
an $850,833 cap hit. Crevier was taken in the seventh round of the 2020 
draft. 

He said it 

"He was gone for 10 days -- hope he had his legs tonight." 

Brandon Hagel, giving Patrick Kane a hard time after the Hawks' 5-1 win 
over Ottawa. 
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He said it II 

"It's more like a gorilla. It's not a small monkey." 

Marc-Andre Fleury on how good it felt for the Hawks to get the monkey 
off their backs Monday. 

Daily Herald Times LOADED: 11.03.2021 

1194094 Florida Panthers 

 

Panthers Overcome Adversity to Have Near Perfect October 

 

November 2, 2021  

by Joey Ganzi 

 

Over the past month, the Florida Panthers showed they are arguably the 
strongest team in the NHL as they finished their month of October with a 
record of 8-0-1, which is their best start in franchise history. In addition, 
they start next month on a positive note, a nine-game point streak as 
they enter America’s capital to take on the Washington Capitals on Nov 
4. However, their month of October was not exactly rainbows and 
sunshine. 

Quenneville Resigns 

Just a couple of weeks into the 2021-22 season, the Panthers would see 
their fourth coaching change since the 2016-17 season. On Oct 28, after 
a meeting with NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, head coach Joel 
Quenneville resigned as Florida’s head coach. The resignation is in 
connection with the investigation into the Chicago Blackhawks scandal 
as he was their head coach in 2010. As a result, assistant coach Andrew 
Brunette would take the mantle as the Panthers’ interim head coach. He 
is currently 1-0-1 in his head coaching career. 

The Top Line Executes 

The top line of forwards Aleksander Barkov, Anthony Duclair, and Carter 
Verhaeghe has continued to show why it’s one of the strongest in the 
NHL. The line has combined for a total of 23 points (14 goals, nine 
assists). Speaking of Duclair, after being snake-bitten last season, he 
has emerged as the top goal scorer for Florida with six goals on the 
campaign. That also ties nine other players for third in the league. 
Furthermore, he already has more than half the goals he scored last year 
(10 through 43 games played) through nine games. 

Even last season, the top line was a huge problem for opposing offenses 
as they combined last year for a whopping 126 points (54 goals, 72 
assists). It seems that their production has not slowed down and are 
playing with just as much ambition as they were the previous year. 

After signing his entry-level contract this offseason, Finnish forward 
Anton Lundell has shown that he’s the real deal so far this regular 
season. Through all five games he’s played this season, he has five 
points (three goals, two assists). Furthermore, he’s been entrusted with a 
lot of ice time both at even strength and on the penalty kill as he 
averaged a little over 16 minutes per game. For comparison, he is just a 
little under six minutes behind his captain in Barkov’s average time on ice 
(TOI) of over 22 minutes. 

Anton Lundell has shown he has an excellent two-way game through his 
first five NHL games. 

With that being noted, it shows that the coaching staff has confidence in 
the rookie, which should, in turn, raise his spirits and push him to his 
fullest potential. In addition, he more than likely honed his two-way game 
from his captain as he was rooming with him during training camp. 
Unfortunately, he did end the month on injured reserve. However, he 
should be coming back at some point in the month of November. 

Reinhart Emerges After Slow Start 

After a shaky start with his new team, forward Sam Reinhart finally got 
the ball rolling on his 2021-22 campaign after finding success on the third 
line with Lundell and Mason Marchment. Currently, he has amassed a 
total of seven points (two goals, five assists) through nine appearances. 
In addition, he currently hones a plus-5 rating, which is currently higher 
than any rating he’s had during his time as a Buffalo Sabre. He may 
finally get his shot at the postseason this year after being on a struggling 
Buffalo team throughout his career. 

Bobrovsky and Knight Slam the Door 

Goaltenders Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight have emerged as 
one of the top goalie tandems in the NHL and their respective records 
and stats tell the story. Bobrovsky is currently undefeated, going 6-0-0 in 
all six starts. Furthermore, he has a goals-against average (GAA) of 1.81 
and a save percentage (SV%) of .944. After his first few years with 
Florida being rocky, he has finally bounced back to his Vezina form. 

Even though he’s only had three starts, their “Knight” in shining armor 
has been playing extremely well. Through his three appearances, he’s 
acclimated a 2-0-1 record, a 1.95 GAA and a .929 SV%. That brings his 
career stat line to 6-0-1, a 2.15 GAA and a .924 SV%. The success of 
both goaltenders has helped propel the Panthers to third in the league in 
goals against per game with 1.81. A true goalie tandem is necessary for 
a big playoff run, and Florida has a great one in their hands. 

What’s in Store for November? 

With their recent success, it’s clear that the Panthers are having way too 
much fun. 

“It gets more and more fun every game,” Panthers captain Aleksander 
Barkov said. “We just keep working and find a way to get better and 
we’re having a lot of fun, and I don’t think anybody wants to stop.” 

Aleksander Barkov after Florida’s seventh straight victory against the 
Boston Bruins on October 27 

While this month was surely a strong test, next month is not that much 
different. They open up their first week of November against two of the 
top three teams in the Metropolitan Division. But as we’ve seen from last 
month, the Cats are clearly up for the challenge. Even in the face of 
adversity, the team has shown they can emerge victorious and have a 
little fun along the way. 
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Gary Bettman: ‘I agreed’ with Joel Quenneville resigning from Panthers 

 

Published 19 hours ago on November 2, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman reiterated on Monday afternoon that he 
“agreed” with Joel Quenneville making the decision to resign as coach of 
the Florida Panthers in the wake of the results of the Chicago 
Blackhawks sexual assault investigation and subsequent interview from 
Kyle Beach. 

Quenneville resigned as coach of the Panthers on Thursday following an 
afternoon meeting with Bettman at league headquarters in Manhattan. 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly was also in the meeting as was team 
president Matt Caldwell and general manager Bill Zito. 
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Florida replaced Quenneville with assistant coach Andrew Brunette. 

“I met with Joel Quenneville on Thursday afternoon to discuss his view of 
the events of 11 years ago and wanted to make sure he felt he had a fair 
opportunity to tell me his account of what had happened,’’ Bettman said. 

“Ultimately, he decided it was best to resign, which, as you know from my 
statement on Thursday evening, is a decision with which I agreed.” 

When asked if Quenneville’s decision to resign came in the face of a 
potential suspension or ban coming from the commissioner, Bettman 
deflected. 

“Whatever conversations I had with Joel and Vinnie Viola had with Joel, 
Joel ultimately concluded the most sensible course of action was for him 
to resign,” Bettman said. “While it may have optically not been the best 
look, I was more concerned with the substance than the look.” 

As for whether Quenneville should have been allowed to be behind the 
bench for Florida’s win over Boston last Wednesday, Bettman echoed 
what Zito said on ESPN on Friday night: Quenneville deserved a chance 
to have his side of the matter heard. 

Being pulled off the bench would have showed a prejudice either by the 
Panthers or the league. 

“Should he have coached on Wednesday night? I suppose people can 
differ on that point, and I understand that,” Bettman said. “But he had 
already coached 867 games since 2010, and I wanted to make sure that 
no one, including coach Quenneville, could say that I had prejudged him. 

“Again, people can disagree on this but I was focused on the long term, 
not that one game.’’ 

Since the independent investigation by law firm Jenner & Block into the 
Blackhawks was released on Tuesday, team president and general 
manager Stan Bowman resigned director of hockey administration Al 
MacIsaac was let go. Quenneville also resigned. 

Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, Chicago’s assistant GM at the time of 
the sexual assault, met with Bettman on Friday and was cleared by the 
commissioner. 

“I do not believe he bore any responsibility for the club’s failure to act 
appropriately,’’ Bettman said. 
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Gaming On: Sports betting now available in Florida 

 

Published 21 hours ago on November 2, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

Want to bet on the Florida Panthers? How about the Dolphins? OK, that’s 
probably not wise. Regardless of how you’re feeling, it is now legal to 
make a wager on sports in Florida after the Seminole Tribe released its 
sports betting app on Monday. 

The Hard Rock Sportsbook mobile app is now available and taking 
wagers on the NFL, NHL, NBA, MLB, soccer, boxing and more. 

There is pregame betting available on the app as well as live, in-game 
wagering. Futures will also be available for wagering. 

In April, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and Seminole Tribe Chairman 
Marcellus Osceola Jr. announced a new gaming pact which would not 

only expand the types of gaming at the Tribe’s casinos, but allow sports 
betting as well. 

TheState Legislature approved the pact in May. 

Per the deal, the Seminole Tribe will pay the state $500 million a year for 
at least five years and then a percentage of revenue after that. The pact 
runs for 30 years. 

Want daily coverage of the Florida Panthers as they head to the 
playoffs? Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today! 

Although there are still some lawsuits pending, the Hard Rock 
Sportsbook app went live on Monday without any sort of fanfare. 

The Seminole Tribe owns Hard Rock International. 

In the future, those who want to make a sports wager will be able to do 
so in person at Seminole casinos as well as various parimutuel locations 
throughout the state. 

Last week, Hialeah Park and Palm Beach Kennel Club s well as a couple 
of other parimutuels in north and central Florida agreed to partner with 
the Seminole tribe to offer sport betting at their facilities. 

The pact signed with the state also allowed individual teams to partner 
with the Seminole Tribe and open sportsbooks inside their venues such 
as Hard Rock Stadium (a mere certainty, right?), FLA Live Arena, Marlins 
Park and the Heat’s arena in downtown Miami. 

In Washington, D.C., a popular sports bar attached to the Capital One 
Arena has been turned into a sports betting venue run by William Hill 
after a temporary set-up for in-person bets in a spot at the arena 
originally used for ticket sales had been running for the past year. 

Fans attending Wizards and Capitals games can go into the sports book 
and place bets or come by throughout the day. 

As is the case in Florida, wagers are not limited to — but do include — 
local teams. 
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Lightning’s Corey Perry displays leadership qualities despite empty 
scoresheet 

The veteran forward doesn’t have a goal or assist through nine games, 
but his new teammates have come to respect him in a short time. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — It wasn’t the puck Corey Perry was seeking. 

Immediately following a first-period faceoff Oct. 26 against the Penguins, 
the Lightning forward looked back over his left shoulder as the disc 
traveled north toward the blue line. Perry was after something — or 
rather, someone — else. 

He sidestepped Brian Boyle and headed straight for Sam Lafferty, 
shoving the Pittsburgh forward in the chest before dropping his gloves 
and grabbing the player’s head. Perry repeatedly pounded Lafferty in the 
ribs until referees separated the two. 

Three minutes earlier, Lafferty had slammed Lightning defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh into the boards behind the Tampa Bay net. No penalty was 
called, so McDonagh took matters into his own hands. Still, Perry wanted 
to make sure Lafferty got the message loud and clear. 

It’s moments like this that have endeared Perry to his new teammates 
after he joined the Lightning in free agency this offseason. 
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Even though he is without a goal or assist through nine games for the 
first time in his 17-season career — Perry’s words and actions carry 
weight. It’s why he’s worn an “A” on his jersey the past three games as 
an alternate captain. 

“He’s not afraid to square up and stick up for his teammates,” linemate 
Ross Colton said. “That goes a long way coming from a guy like him 
who’s been in the league for so long, and then you just see the way he 
carries himself on and off the ice. He does the little things right, and I 
think that’s why he’s had so much success in this league for such a long 
time.” 

In recent seasons, the Lightning have rotated alternate captaincy 
between defensemen Victor Hedman and McDonagh and left wing Alex 
Killorn. Every once in a while, someone else — like left wing Ondrej Palat 
— has worn the letter. But Perry earning the honor in such a short time is 
unusual. 

“He’s in the gym warming up before every practice, every game, (and) 
takes really good care of himself,” McDonagh said. “... You just see the 
way he practices, hard-nosed all the time, full effort, so that kind of 
energy and his experience just rubs off on our group really well.” 

The Lightning have no shortage of veterans. With more than 15 players 
on their roster at least 27 years old, Tampa Bay is the fifth-oldest team in 
the league, according to eliteprospects.com. But in less than two months, 
Perry already has found his voice in the room. 

“I’m a quiet guy away from the rink, but once I’m at the rink, I want to 
win,” Perry said. “If something needs to be said, I’ll say it. I have no 
problem doing it. That’s kind of the way I’ve always been.” 

Perry’s experience speaks for itself, too. During his 17-season career, 
he’s won the Stanley Cup (2007 in Anaheim), Hart Memorial (MVP) 
Trophy (2010-11) and Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy (2010-11) as the 
league’s top goal-scorer. 

“He garners a lot of respect in our team,” coach Jon Cooper said. “He’s 
earned it. He’s earned it in this league, and he’s already earned it in this 
room.” 

Perry was an alternate captain during five of his 14 seasons in Anaheim. 
He also wore an “A” during his one year in Montreal (2020-21). No matter 
the frequency, it’s always meaningful. 

“Any time you can wear a letter and be recognized that way,” Perry said, 
“it’s special.” 
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The Athletic / Bryce Salvador on battling the ‘toxic environment’ of youth 
hockey, plus the impact of Kyle Beach 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance Nov 2, 2021  

 

Bryce Salvador had seen enough. 

The longtime NHL defenseman had spent his week tracking the fallout 
from the report on the Blackhawks’ disastrous handling of Kyle Beach’s 
sexual assault claims. Beach’s courage, Salvador said, was on his mind 
when he spoke out on the toxicity of youth hockey culture after an ugly 
incident at a tournament in Boston, where he was coaching his team of 
12-year-olds. 

“When you start hearing things like (Beach’s story), and then you start 
hearing people saying, “Hey, this stuff isn’t right” … we need more 
people standing up for things and being advocates for change in 
whatever that environment is,” Salvador said on “The Athletic Hockey 
Show.” 

“It really left an impression on me. (This weekend) was stuff that I’ve 
been through before. In youth hockey, you go into these rinks, and the 
parents are fighting. The kids are fighting. The coaches are screaming at 

the refs. The players are screaming at the refs. The parents are 
screaming at the refs. People are fighting after the game. Kids are getting 
hurt. And we’re just throwing them back on the ice.” 

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR YOUTH HOCKEY CULTURE? 

I JUST SPENT 10 MINS ON THE ICE HOLDING THE HAND OF A 12YR 
PLAYER I COACH. HE LAY THERE MOTIONLESS, CRYING THAT HIS 
BACK HURT, UNABLE TO MOVE AT ALL. 

— BRYCE SALVADOR (@BRYCESALVADOR) OCTOBER 31, 2021 

Salvador’s story, and his perspective on it, have made an impact on their 
own. He’s ready for more. 

“It really got to the point after this week, (where I was) like, If I’m not 
going to say something, as a former captain in the National Hockey 
League, who is? And then do I have a little bit of a social responsibility to 
try to effectively make change? And can I help that it’s not going to 
happen overnight?” Salvador said. 

Salvador’s words from our conversation are below. If you care about 
hockey — particularly if you’re a parent of a hockey player — it’s worth 
your time. 

This conversation has been edited for clarity. You can listen to the full 
episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast platform you 
prefer. 

Saturday morning (is) our last round-robin game. We have a kid that’s 
defending the play. He goes hard into our own goal, just to stop a goal. I 
rush on the ice, and he comes to a bit, and he can breathe — he’s got 
the wind knocked out of him — and the first thing this kid says is, “Is the 
puck in the net?” Not worried about his health, not worried about anything 
else. And we’re like, “No, your play saved the goal.” Unfortunately, it 
turned out that he had to go to the hospital to stay overnight. 

So, we’re down a kid already Saturday morning. We’re playing top 
competition. The second game comes, which is the quarterfinals. And we 
win that game. We rally the kids around playing for a teammate. It’s an 
emotional moment already. 

Fast forward to Sunday morning, now we’re in the semifinals. We’re 
winning that game. It’s 4-1 with one minute left, and our kid gets injured 
in a situation where he was vulnerable. And our kid is on the ice, and 
he’s not moving. It’s a scary moment. 

And I want to preface that I’m not being hypocritical here, (like) I’ve never 
hit somebody in a vulnerable position in my career and that I haven’t 
coached players that haven’t hit kids in vulnerable situations. It’s 
happened this year. We’ve used them as teaching moments, to say, 
“Hey, this is not right. What were you thinking?” And in one situation 
when it was really bad, the kid wrote a letter to the family apologizing. But 
I’m still of the opinion that there’s no ill intent in a 12-year-old kid to say, 
“I’m going to go out there and maliciously try to injure (an opponent).” It 
happens because of circumstance. It happens because the kid might get 
reamed out by the coach, or (because) the kid might be berated by his 
parents because they lost the game. 

But we are now dealing with this kid that’s injured. He’s on the ice. We 
need to get an ambulance. My team is getting disruptive. They’re looking 
for blood, you know? And we’re trying to manage them. We’re trying to 
manage the kid on the ice. The refs don’t know what to do. So we just 
call the game. They give our team the win. Now I can see from my 
parents’ expressions, my kids are going to locker rooms — it’s just 
chaos. They’re 12 years old. They don’t know how to manage this 
emotion. (This is) the second kid on their team that’s gone to the hospital. 
I talked to the rink director and (said), “Hey, tell the tournament director, 
we’re not going to be able to play the finals. We’re going to forfeit that 
game.” 

And what happened after that was just dumbfounding. I still am lost for 
words. I get into the lobby because I’m thinking, “I’m gonna have to talk 
to the coach. I don’t know who this coach is. Probably talk to some 
parents. Just kind of navigate walk through this.” 

And the mindset in that lobby, once it got out that we weren’t gonna play, 
was crazy. Nobody was asking me how the kids were doing. “What do 
you mean you’re not playing? Do you have numbers? Do you have 
enough guys to play?” And I’m like, “Excuse me? What do you mean? I 
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gotta see if this kid is OK (first).” He left on a stretcher. He wasn’t feeling 
his body for about 5, 6, 7 minutes. 

I was using sir. I was being very polite. “Sir, we’re not playing.” He’s like, 
“So you’re just gonna pack up and leave?” I said, “… Yes. I totally 
respect that you guys came here. You guys want to play us, we want to 
play you. It’s the finals. I’m so sorry that it’s come to this, but this game 
isn’t going to happen.” 

And he couldn’t wrap his mind around it. Nor could the parents. Parents 
are screaming and fighting, screaming at kids. Kids are screaming at 
parents. It’s coming, almost, to blows, all over people wanting me to 
manipulate the mindset of 12-year-olds to get them to play a game. I can 
do that. I know I can do that. But I was also trying to protect the other 
team. My kids are looking for blood, right? 

No one’s even thinking about that. They’re just thinking, “What about our 
players that need to play this game?” These are 12-year-old kids. They’re 
not professionals. They’re not being paid. No scout, whether it’s D-I or 
NHL, was at this tournament to watch 12-year-olds. They haven’t even 
hit puberty yet. I had kids before the morning game on Sunday, talking 
about Halloween. They were hoping they’re gonna back to New Jersey 
for trick-or-treating. 

I just left there dumbfounded, (saying), “This is not good. This is not 
healthy.” Yes, it’s been going on for a while in youth hockey — but every 
ref I run into now, they want to quit because everyone screams at them. I 
just hope that if anything comes out of some of the discussions here, it’s 
that people will reflect on situations, and look back and say, “Wow, what 
was I thinking at that moment?” And then maybe moving forward, other 
people will be like, “OK, is this in the best interest of the kids?” 

And it’s not to say, “Hey, every time someone gets injured, we’re not 
playing games.” It’s not that the kid (blocked) a shot, and he’s got a 
swollen foot, and he can’t skate. We had a traumatic, emotional, visual 
situation happen — twice — and 12-year-old kids cannot 
compartmentalize that. 

I always believe that Rule No. 1 is kids’ health and safety. I’m not saying 
I’m a perfect youth hockey coach. I’m not saying that I haven’t made 
mistakes as a youth hockey coach. I’m not saying I haven’t wanted to 
win, at times, at all cost. I’ve been there. But I try to look at each situation 
and say, “Am I getting out of line here? Do I need to take a breath?” 

And it’s partly the reason why people say, “Bryce, on the bench, you 
never scream.” Sometimes I am. I know that I have a different 
perspective because I played. And I also try to understand that other 
coaches and parents may not be able to see that. I can watch a play and 
say, “That is a penalty. No, that wasn’t a goal.” 

That’s where I’m at with youth hockey. I’ve really felt compelled (to say) 
that we need more people that have platforms that can talk about this 
and just say, “Hey, we’re all making mistakes. But can we change this?” 
Because if not, hockey is going in the wrong direction. 

FAMILIES IN THE HOCKEY COMMUNITY, PLEASE, PLEASE… 

PLAYING A GAME WHEN THE KIDS ARE ONLY 12 & THEIR MENTAL-
EMOTION HEALTH IS NOT GOOD IS DANGEROUS AND RECKLESS. 
THEY ARE NOT PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY PLAYERS. 

I END THIS AS I STARTED, WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR YOUTH 
HOCKEY CULTURE? 

— BRYCE SALVADOR (@BRYCESALVADOR) OCTOBER 31, 2021 

I think we just need more people talking about it, right? I would have 
never done that two weeks ago. We’ve all talked about how there’s so 
many parts of (youth hockey) that are broken. It’s not changing overnight. 
But if more and more people aren’t going to talk about it, we won’t have 
changed. And the interaction that I’ve gotten from people that have 
texted me, people that are owners of youth hockey programs, people that 
are stakeholders in different positions. I just assumed that everyone’s in 
their own little areas, kind of trying to manage things. What’s become 
more and more apparent is that I’m not alone in terms of people wanting 
to figure out how to help youth hockey — because it’s not healthy. 

I definitely sense a different energy in rinks since COVID. It’s almost like 
everyone’s trying to make up for lost time. “My son or daughter was 
unable to skate for five or six months, I gotta get him on the ice. He’s got 

to make up for it.” So I do sense that. There’s a lot more angst. “What did 
we miss? Are we behind in our son or daughter’s development because 
of COVID?” So I definitely see that. 

And then I think that there’s a there’s less tolerance in refs, where they’ve 
just had enough. That can make the games challenging if they’re not 
making the right calls, or they’re just mentally drained because this is 
their 10th game — I’ve literally had refs come to me and say, “I’ve done 
10 games today.” And it might be by themselves because their partner 
decided not to show up. So you know this game is going to be a disaster. 

So yes, there’s this element of it getting worse from that perspective. But 
I also do think that there is an awareness now of what, maybe, is right. 
And people’s perspectives and their lenses are opening up. The team 
that I coach, three weeks ago or a year ago, they, too, would’ve been 
like, “Hey, we’ve got to play.” And even maybe myself. I’m not trying to 
be a hypocrite. But this weekend, what happened with Kyle, and the 
long-term ramifications of what’s happening to a 12-year-old kid, weighed 
in on this decision. 

And all the parents on my team, there wasn’t even a question that we’re 
not playing. It was just assumed. When everybody settled down, the only 
kid who said, “Hey, are you sure we’re not playing,” was our goalie, 
because he needs to be mentally prepared. That’s a goalie for you, right? 
But then, you could just see the weight come off his shoulder. 

Maybe that’s the former captain in me. To a fault, I like to take in 
everybody’s perspective. Because if you’re not in their shoes, you don’t 
know 100 percent what’s going through their mind. And I know that I 
don’t do everything perfect. So I don’t like to try to hold myself above 
everybody else like I’m some almighty former NHL captain. 

I’m very respectful to other people, because at the end of the day, 
(playing in the NHL) really means something. Maybe I get respect in the 
youth hockey space. Maybe people listen to my opinion — but it also 
comes with responsibility. And if I want people to believe in what I’m 
messaging, I can’t be saying “Hey, I’m perfect,” when people are gonna 
say, “Well, hey, what are you talking about? I see how you act 
sometimes.” 

We all get caught up in emotion. I also believe that if you make people 
feel safe, that they aren’t a 100-percent bad person because they made 
a wrong decision, maybe they will change. Maybe to hear Bryce say, 
“Hey, I’ve made mistakes. I’ve hit people in bad situations, I’ve made 
wrong calls with 12-year-olds, but I’m aware of it and I’m trying to 
process it.” Then I can get, hopefully, them to buy in. 

And the only thing that gives me perspective is that I’ve lived it myself. I 
did play an NHL, I do understand all the challenges. So I can reflect back 
and say, “I’m genuinely not living through my son.” I’m not living through 
these kids. I want to give them the best experience. I want them, when 
they’re done being with me, no matter what they do — whether they play 
high school hockey, professional hockey, club hockey — to look back 
and say, “Coach Salvador did everything he could for us, and that we 
learned a lot of great lessons (about) discipline, respect, empathy, how to 
conduct ourselves.” 

Because at the end of the day, that’s all I can really impart on them. I 
can’t go on the ice and score the goals for them. But I can hopefully lead 
them down the path of making more right decisions than wrong. I go out 
of my way to remember that a lot of people I run into haven’t played in 
the National Hockey League. This is their dream. I don’t want to tarnish 
their dream. I don’t want to take it away from them. I want those kids to 
aspire and to compete, and I want everybody who plays youth hockey to 
have success. Not just the kids on my team. 

I’m not trying to equate my emotional experience over the weekend to 
anything that happened with Kyle. But at the end of the day, I can 
guarantee you things have changed. There’s going to be no organization 
that’s not going to turn over every stone if someone brings an allegation. 
That’s how change happens. It’s heroic, what Kyle did, and what he went 
through over the last 10 years. 

We’re all upset that it wasn’t handled correctly. The culture, the mindset, 
everything was different back in 2010, I was in those locker rooms in 
2010. It’s not to absolve anybody from the decisions that were not made. 
It’s not to absolve the (NHLPA). But Kyle will have a dramatic impact on 
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all things hockey moving forward, in terms of how people are treated. 
The human element will come forward now, because of what he did. 

And we’re all gonna say it’s always too late, right? We’re all going to say 
that these decisions made were wrong. But I always believe that things 
happen for a reason, but they never happen on our time timetable. Yes, 
it’s 10 years later. But the league is reacting. 

Now we’re all gonna have different opinions on whether the fine was 
enough, or that the right people are held accountable. (With more 
people) understanding that this is not right — then you can have change. 
I think where a lot of people always get tied up is when they don’t see 
change happen overnight. 

I come from a biracial family, and everyone saying “We need change, we 
need inclusion” — the same thing happens there. It’s not fast enough for 
everybody. But when I started in 2000, compared to where we are now, 
in 2021, I’ve seen tremendous change. Has it happened fast enough? 
No. Is there still room for improvement? Absolutely. But we just have to 
continue to go through the process and continually have discussions. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' leaders strike empathetic tone, but actions are 
needed to forge real change 

 

ken-wiebe  

 

Editor's note: For those that are survivors, reading stories about sexual 
assault can evoke a wide range of emotions. If you or someone you 
know is in need of support, those in Canada can find province-specific 
centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers in the United States, a 
list of resources and references can be found here. 

WINNIPEG -- The tone of this gathering was apologetic and sympathetic. 

It featured a glimpse of the road map on this important search for 
solutions, while also recognizing why they are necessary. 

It was about being resolute in your desire to create a better hockey 
culture, while also realizing you don’t have all the answers but are not 
afraid to lean on some valuable resources -- like Sheldon Kennedy, the 
former professional hockey player and sexual abuse survivor who is now 
an advocate for programs to prevent abuse and violence -- in that 
essential effort to empower the bystander. 

Ultimately, this was an attempt to demonstrate the type of leadership that 
is required to try and help the game move forward after a horrifying event 
that should never have transpired. 

In the wake of the Kyle Beach interview, and the antiseptic prepared 
statements from the Winnipeg Jets and NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman that followed, it was incumbent upon team general manager 
Kevin Cheveladyoff and governor/co-owner Mark Chipman to bring the 
human element. 

A full dose of authenticity was required and it was very much on full 
display. 

As they met with the media for the first time since Bettman decided no 
punishment was required for the GM, Cheveladyoff saying he was sorry 
was an important first step -- especially since he is the only one still 
working in the NHL of the seven people who were in a meeting of 
Chicago Blackhawks staff on May 23 of 2010, when there was at 
minimum an internal discussion over allegations made by a player, now 
known to be Beach, that a video coach, Brad Aldrich, had engaged in 
sexual misconduct and harassment toward him. 

Cheveladyoff has the ability to be part of impactful change and he sought 
to make clear he understands the responsibility that comes with it -- and 
also feels fortunate to have that opportunity that six of his former 
colleagues don’t. 

“I want to begin by stating how sorry I am that this happened to Kyle and 
that he's suffered as horribly as he did. What Kyle went through is 
unacceptable and intolerable,” Cheveldayoff said in his prepared 
statement before taking questions. “No one should ever have to go 
through what he went through. Kyle was failed by a system that should 
have helped him but did not. I am sorry that my own assumptions about 
that system were clearly not good enough.” 

Remaining Time -2:46 

Latest on Kyle Beach and Chicago Blackhawks settlement 

Cheveldayoff said he would welcome the opportunity to speak directly 
with Beach about how to make the hockey world a better place. 

“I would reiterate that I'm sorry that he had to go through what he has 
done. I would applaud and tell him how courageous he was to have 
taken the John Doe name away and made this humanized,” said 
Cheveldayoff. “And I think that he doesn't know the depth and breadth of 
discussions that have happened because of that, even in my own life. 
And I would say that I would want to talk to him about how we can make 
things safer, and how we can maybe work together in doing so.” 

Cheveldayoff said his knowledge of the situation surrounding the 
allegations levied against Aldrich was limited and, given what he 
eventually learned over time, he wished that he hadn’t simply assumed 
that the matter was being handled by his superiors. 

In those weeks between what he first heard in the meeting, however 
limited, and when the Stanley Cup was handed out, there are many 
people who believe that Cheveldayoff had the opportunity to follow up 
with questions to his bosses relating to how the matter was being 
handled. 

There are also those who believe Cheveldayoff could have done more. 
That his inaction -- or lack of taking action -- makes him guilty of not 
doing enough. 

Cheveldayoff was asked multiple times about how he might act now if 
placed in a similar situation in his current role. 

“Well again, if I had known, if there was an understanding there was a 
sexual assault, I believe it would have been handled much differently, 
and certainly the Kevin Cheveldayoff that’s here today definitely would 
have handled it differently,” said Cheveldayoff. “If we find out there’s 
been an assault, if we find out there’s harassment, we’re going to ensure 
we put policies and procedures that are in place. 

“First and foremost, we are going to do our best (so) that there’s never a 
situation like that and that’s why we’re going to educate and talk and try 
to incorporate learning into something like this. But I would like to think 
that because of that learning, people would feel free to come forward if, 
in fact, they did have that.” 

Remaining Time -10:38 

Cheveldayoff, Chipman's comments on Blackhawks scandal felt real and 
human 

Chipman was asked if he was concerned that standing by Cheveldayoff 
could have a negative impact on the value of his franchise. 

“I'm mindful of how important reputation is and how important brand 
strength is. It's been my life's work building this organization,” Chipman 
said, speaking without the inflections of a cold, calculating businessman 
who only cares about the bottom line. “If I thought that for one second 
Kevin had ever been untruthful, had ever done anything that I found 
objectionable... what I'm trying to say here is, I would never sacrifice 
anybody who I'm fortunate enough to work with for the sake of what 
people may hold as an appearance and I'm hopeful that going forward 
people will understand in greater detail now this entire set of 
circumstances. 

“But if you're asking me my concern about the reputation of our 
organization, I was more concerned about the well-being of Kevin and his 
family.” 

That’s why it was so important for Chipman to accompany Cheveldayoff 
to New York for his meeting with Bettman and to stand beside him for the 
press conference on Tuesday. 
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Chipman went on to speak passionately about how much he cares for his 
employees, including one who is a survivor of sexual assault. 

“You can’t do anything if people don’t trust one another,” said Chipman. 
“I’m really proud of the culture that we’ve built here over the past 25 
years. Extremely proud. I’m extremely proud that there’s a survivor that 
works for us and has for a long, long time. So I don’t feel the need to go 
player by player, coach by coach, trainer by trainer and ask them -- 
because I honestly believe in my heart that they would tell me. 

“I’m not separated from anybody in our organization through layers of 
hierarchy. This is what I do for a living and I care very, very deeply about 
our players. But I also care very, very deeply about the other 260 people 
that work for us. I’d like to believe that they know how much I care about 
them and that we have built a culture on trust.” 

Remaining Time -2:31 

Cheveldayoff and Chipman's vulnerability important to see 

Chipman took a deep breath before answering a question about how, in 
the early years of the 2.0 version of the Jets, they often spoke of trying to 
emulate many of the qualities the Blackhawks demonstrated as an 
organization when they captured three Stanley Cups in a six-season 
period (2010, 2013 and 2015). 

“It would have been hard not to be envious of the on-ice success that the 
Chicago Blackhawks enjoyed. I've thought about that. I've been thinking 
about that,” said Chipman, noting the pursuit of success was not going to 
come at the expense of the principles he was brought up on. "When we 
got into this business 25 years ago, it was really just to keep the game 
going after a difficult process of losing our team and seemingly our 
identity. 

"So we began as a pursuit of seeing if we could bring the league back to 
Winnipeg. But what I learned through the process of losing the team 
wasn't about winning and losing -- it was how much the team meant to 
this city. 

"But the real joy in being a part of the league and the real joy for me... is 
the meaning that this game has to people here, and the impact that this 
game has allowed us to have in our community.” 

The words have been spoken and it was clear that many of them came 
from the heart. 

Now comes the hard part. 

As important as those words were, it’s the subsequent actions taken by 
the Jets in the days, months and years ahead in that quest to make the 
hockey world a better and safer place that will ultimately determine how 
this day is viewed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Robin Lehner asks peers to support Kyle Beach: 'I wish 
more people step up and fight' 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Robin Lehner won’t back down from an uncomfortable truth 
or a systematic tornado. 

Honestly, the goaltender who has bipolar disorder says, it isn’t easy for 
him to be NHL players’ flagbearer for justice. 

To step to a podium sweaty and exhausted and speak up for his and 
future generations after getting shelled 4-0 by a suddenly woke Toronto 
Maple Leafs offence. 

To answer two questions about a lopsided loss and eight more about 
sexual abuse and cultural change and player-union-league relations in 
the wake of Kyle Beach’s brave bombshell. 

To be a vigilant voice in a culture that favours the safe cliché. 

“You guys are asking me [questions], and honestly it's not that 
comfortable for me because I'm trying to focus on winning the hockey 
games too,” Lehner exhaled Tuesday night. 

“But some things are bigger than winning.” 

Few players are bigger than Lehner. 

Literally, sure. The imposing Swede’s six-foot-four, 250-pound frame 
leaves little net to pick. 

But we’re talking about the size of Lehner’s heart. 

"Some things are bigger than winning." 

What other active player got on the horn with Beach shortly after seeing 
the former prospect put his real name to the lawsuit and spill his pain to 
the world? 

“An emotional call. I commended him a lot. He's changing people's lives 
by the bravery of speaking out. I just want to be there for him and support 
him through this, and I think the majority of players I’ve talked to are all 
on the same page,” Lehner said. 

“At the end of the day, people need to be held accountable that knew.… 
It's part of healing, you know, getting some justice. And that's what we all 
want.” 

Moments after enduring 60 high-danger minutes under the crosshairs of 
Auston Matthews & Co., Lehner pointed the sights at his fellow players. 

Hockey players should know better than most: There’s strength in 
numbers. 

Even prior to the public revelation of the Chicago Blackhawks’ scandal, 
Lehner, you may recall, had been meeting with the NHL and the Players’ 
Association to discuss how the league could better deal with mental 
health, prescription medicine and other sensitive issues. 

Those talks, Lehner says, have been positive. He believes everyone’s 
heart is in the right place. 

And yet, Lehner doesn’t want his voice to be the only one. 

Surely the goalie would be heartened to learn that, at the behest of 
captain Patrice Bergeron and head coach Bruce Cassidy, the entire 
Boston Bruins sat and watched Rick Westhead’s conversation with 
Beach together. 

Maybe the goalie would be a touch disheartened, as we were, to find out 
that many NHLers still haven’t watched that interview. 

“I encourage more teams to just talk about it and make sure that we're a 
part of it, so that this doesn't happen again. It's not just on the NHLPA or 
NHL. All players need to take this seriously if you want change and 
culture change,” Lehner challenged. 

“Honestly, it's extremely tough for me to do [talk about] it. But, you know, 
sometimes my principles and how I feel take over. But at the end of the 
day, I just want more players to — whatever [the issue] is — take a 
stand. Because we, as players, can bring change as much as anyone 
else. 

“Again, it's difficult for me, and I wish more people step up and fight. 
Because it’s for our kids, hopefully my kids, a lot of players’ kids. We 
want them to succeed in playing in this league. We want hockey and the 
NHL to be as good as possible.” 

A baby step toward that goal took place Monday, as about 80 active 
players (roughly 10 per cent of the union) hopped on a PA conference 
call to discuss how Beach’s complaint slipped through the cracks and 
how to make certain such abhorrent neglect never happens again. 

Lehner declined to dive into specifics of the call. And with some in the 
industry calling for the heads of Gary Bettman and/or Donald Fehr, 
Lehner maintains he has no interest in finger-pointing or trying to get men 
fired. 

“Everything I'm doing is for Kyle Beach. He hasn't been given the benefit 
of the doubt for a long time,” Lehner said. “We got a guy that hasn’t been 
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heard for 10 years. He needs to get the benefit of the doubt this time. We 
need to do that properly.” 

As difficult as these conversations are, Lehner always seems up for 
them. 

The 12-year veteran (and onetime Blackhawk) understands that no two 
NHLers’ experiences are alike, though, and a class divide must be 
bridged if 800 or so players are to form a united front. 

Lehner wants people to realize that, depending on the organization, 
fringe players live a much different life than the superstars. But that 
doesn’t mean we should rush to blame hockey’s silent stars, he clarifies. 

“It's unfair to put it on the star players, too, that they don't speak up 
enough. Because to be quite honest, from what I've seen, they don't see 
a lot of the things that need to change. So, they get different treatment,” 
Lehner said. 

“I encourage everyone to talk to each other and have conversations. And 
we need to be a part of it. If we talk about culture, whatever, it needs to 
come from the players. Honestly, everyone needs to talk about it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Standing tall in Oilers' crease, Koskinen dispels stigma of 
being a bad contract 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — It’s been described as general manager Peter Chiarelli’s 
fluff in the elevator, the three-year, $13.5 million deal he signed 
goaltender Mikko Koskinen to that was announced literally a day before 
he was sent out the door in Edmonton. 

Hey — we’ve seen a lot of bad contracts, and plenty of bad GMs in our 
day. But the mix here was so acute, the timing so ridiculous, you had to 
wonder how something so inane could be allowed to take place? 

Chiarelli was convinced there were other GMs lining up to sign the big 
Finn with the leaky glove hand, and there likely were — for about a third 
of the money that Koskinen secured from ol’ Sneaky Pete. 

Alas, that pay check has forever set the focus on the lens through which 
the hockey world views Koskinen. His performance, his value, his glove 
hand… Everything is coloured by the fact his salary places him among 
the Top 20 wage earners playing goal in the NHL today, yet he isn’t even 
considered to be a No. 1 in a 32-team league. 

“Four-point-five million?!?” they ask. 

He makes more than Carter Hart? Than Ilya Sorokin? Than Cam Talbot, 
Jake Allen, or both Maple Leafs tendies?!? 

Heck, Koskinen makes more than two times the salary of the guy he 
backs up, Mike Smith, whose cap hit is $2.2 million. 

But wait a second… 

What if Koskinen started playing like a $4.5 million goalie? What if, 
tasked with finishing a game in which a shaky Smith was removed 
halfway through and then asked to start the next five games, Koskinen 
posted the second-best save percentage (.933) in the second-most 
minutes played by an NHL goalie over that span? 

What if, when the No. 1 goalie went down in just the third game of the 
season, Koskinen rode in and backstopped the team to a 7-1 start, 
playing like (gulp) a guy who might command a $4 million-plus salary? 

“Mental toughness,” began his head coach Dave Tippett. “Last year he 
was very open about his challenges, without his family, not playing as 
well as he’d like. He came back with a real purpose, a veteran guy who 
understands his role on our team. He came back with a chip on his 

shoulder — he wanted to show people he was still a good player. He’s 
doing that right now.” 

There are, I have found over the years, two prevalent Finnish 
personalities: Effervescent types like Teemu Selanne, Janne Niinimaa or 
Ville Nieminen, with sharp senses of humour and a Nordic joie de vivre 
— elämisen iloa — that made them some of the great personalities in the 
game. 

Then there are the quiet Finns, like Mikka Kiprusoff, Jere Lehtinen or 
Koskinen. Soft spoken, with a wry and not overused sense of humour. 
Short answers, long pauses. As little self-promotion as possible. 

Koskinen has overcome the stigma of being a “bad contract” that GM 
Ken Holland simply has not been able to move. He has persevered 
through the knowledge that almost every shooter in the NHL would go 
glove side, given the time to have a preference, and he’s walked into the 
Edmonton Oilers nets this fall and absolutely carried the load. 

You’ve got to love a story like this, where a man they once called “The 
Three Metres of Koskinen” gets up off the mat to stand tall again, at his 
full, six-foot-seven height. 

“Like I said before the season started, I just want to have fun no matter 
what happens,” the 33-year-old said. “I want it to be fun on the ice, that is 
my mindset that I have. I am going to try to keep doing that.” 

He won’t make the same money in his next contract, and chances are — 
with Smith on Year 1 of a two-year deal — it probably won’t be here in 
Edmonton. But if Koskinen’s play continues at this level he’ll end up in an 
NHL market where the yoke of a big contract will be gone from his 
shoulders. 

The big money? It’s great, we’re sure. 

But you’d better stay off of social media, or the sports channels on 
Canadian TV. 

“It’s something I can’t think about,” he said right before the season. “I am 
here to prove (to) myself, that I can do this. I know that I can do this — 
that’s all that matters. I can’t control what’s going on outside of me. 
That’s how life usually goes. You just control and do your best. 

“Of course I wasn’t happy the way I played last year, that’s the No. 1 
thing,” he added. “But overall, we’re a team. And we couldn’t go as far as 
we (wanted) to, so that’s the biggest (thing). But I didn’t play well myself, 
either.” 

That’s changing. So, perhaps, are our perceptions of The Three Metres 
of Koskinen. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Matthews-Nylander combo yet to maximize 
potential 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Nicolas Roy, with his 12 career NHL goals, looked at the 
Vegas Golden Knights’ steadily swelling injured reserve — Max 
Pacioretty, Mark Stone, Alex Tuch, Nolan Patrick, Zach Whitecloud, and 
now William Karlsson — and painted his team as a “David” Tuesday 
morning in Toronto. 

Thing is, the club one dressing room down is hardly stomping around 
with the swagger of a Goliath. 

“We're seeking consistency here as a group — and we're not there yet,” 
Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said, accurately. 

Another night for the erratic Maple Leafs to build on the “signs of life” 
(Keefe’s phrase) they showed against the Detroit Red Wings in 
Saturday’s 5-4 victory. 
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Another night against an offensively depleted opponent. 

Oh my, the luck: the Leafs have recently been dealt the tired Sharks 
playing their third game in four nights; the Penguins minus Sidney 
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Bryan Rust and Kris Letang; the Blackhawks 
without Patrick Kane, who would later erupt for a hat trick in his return 
game; and the Red Wings sans Tyler Bertuzzi. 

Yet the more talented side on paper has either lost those tilts or scraped 
by on good goaltending and nail-biting finishes. 

Nine games deep, we’re still waiting for the Maple Leafs to dictate 
hockey on their terms for a full 60 minutes. For Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner to bring their A-game on the same night. For the mix-and-
match D pairings to gel. For the NHL’s most expensive power-play unit to 
strike fear. 

"I think our second unit has been doing a really good job,” William 
Nylander smiled. “First unit hasn't been buzzing as of late. So that's 
something we need to improve on, that's for sure. 

“Just gotta get dialed and score.” 

Remaining Time -0:25 

Nylander outlines biggest difference in playing with Matthews vs. Tavares 

Toronto’s power play (26th overall, 14.8 per cent), offence (27th, 2.33 
goals per game) and defence (21st, 3.22 goals allowed per game) all 
rank bottom-third in the league. 

A shaky showing at home in a week like this one — regular Western 
Conference finalist Vegas Tuesday, two-time champion Tampa Bay 
Thursday, mortal nemesis Boston Saturday — and the foothold gained 
from back-to-back wins over the Blackhawks and Red Wings could cause 
more quakes in Leafland. 

Conversely, a dominant showing could propel the Leafs upward. 

That begins with what should be a gigantic advantage for Toronto up the 
middle. 

With Karlsson confirmed out for four to six weeks with a broken foot, 
Vegas’s usual bottom-six winger Brett Howden (16 career goals) of all 
people gets the promotion to top-line centre duties between Reilly Smith 
and Jonathan Marchessault. 

Centre Michael Amadio, whom the Knights scooped off the waiver wire 
from the Leafs, goes from healthy scratch in one room to third-line pivot 
in the other. 

“Not real familiar, but I have seen [Amadio]. I saw him in L.A.,” Vegas 
coach Peter DeBoer says. “I actually called his old coach, Sam Butler, 
who is a friend of mine, coached him in North Bay. Sam filled me in on 
him with a real good report. 

“I like the idea of some of the things that he's capable of doing, and one 
thing he's going to get here is an opportunity to do that because of the 
injury situation we’re in.” 

The Leafs’ one-two punch of Matthews and John Tavares should feast. 

Right? 

Keefe is challenging the Matthews’ line work as hard without the puck as 
the newly formed Alexander Kerfoot–Tavares–Mitch Marner trio did 
Saturday. 

"My rhythm and everything is still coming back. Touch and feel is still a 
work in progress. Just trying to make good on some of these chances I'm 
getting. It's frustrating when they're not going in," Matthews says, "but as 
long as I continue to get them, I mean, I believe in myself, and they're 
going to start to drop." 

Remaining Time -0:50 

Maple Leafs showing signs of life, but still have work to do 

The Michael Bunting–Matthews–Nylander combo has been outscored 2-
0 since its formation. 

“They’ve had some good opportunities to score offensively. I think they've 
been a little bit disconnected defensively. And as a result, [they’ve] spent 
more time on our half the ice than we'd like them to,” Keefe says. 

“I don’t really think we’ve seen it play to its potential here yet. And I think 
part of it is the line coming together, and part of it is the three players 
playing at their best.” 

Remaining Time -0:44 

'We'll be buzzing soon' Nylander and Matthews close to breaking out? 

On the flip side, the Golden Knights will rely on a healthy and active 
defence corps to pick up some of the slack that comes this crazy rash of 
ailments up front. 

“Hopefully,” Smith says, “we just make it through a game without another 
new injury.” 

One-Timers: Jack Campbell gets the start in net for Toronto despite Petr 
Mrazek’s win Saturday…. Justin Holl will be healthy-scratched in favour 
of Timothy Liljegren for a second consecutive game… T.J. Brodie plays 
game 700 tonight…. And Ilya Mikheyev (thumb) is back skating but not 
handling pucks yet. He’s still four weeks away from his projected return. 
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TSN.CA / Lehner: ‘Everything I'm doing is for Kyle Beach’ 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Golden Knights goalie Robin Lehner addressed the media tonight after 
what he called "probably the worst" performance by the team during his 
Vegas tenure. He took three questions about the 4-0 loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and then spent the rest of his media session, which ran 
nearly 10 minutes, discussing Kyle Beach, the Blackhawks scandal, 
hockey culture and what needs to change moving forward.  

  The following is an edited transcript.  

  On the NHLPA call and the process moving forward ... 

  "You know everything I'm doing is for Kyle Beach. He hasn't been given 
the benefit of the doubt for a long time. I think it's time we give him the 
benefit of the doubt and support him. In regards to yesterday's call, I 
don't think it's my place to comment on it and what was said. But, I think 
we have to do more. We have to look into it and do what's right for Kyle. 
That's the main point, my perspective, and wherever that leads, it leads 
to, but, yeah. It was tough timing. It was a lot of teams playing games 
and stuff like that too. So, I encourage more teams to just talk about it 
and making sure that we're a part of [making sure] this doesn't happen 
again. It's not just on NHLPA or NHL or anyone. All players need to take 
this seriously if we want change and culture change and whatever. That's 
about it for me." 

  What's best for Kyle? 

  "Well, in the end of the day, you know, people need to be held 
accountable that knew ... that's part of healing, getting some justice, and 
that's what we all want. Whatever that process is, I hope we do the right 
thing." 

What's wrong with the culture? 

  "It's not just in hockey. In all sports, in society in general, right, I mean, 
it's very, very difficult for anyone in that position with sexual assault or 
anything in that manner, it's hard to come out. It's hard to talk about, you 
know, especially if you feel like people don't believe you. You kind of bury 
it and, in the end of the day, that's the culture in all of society and our 
league too. We need to be more open, more supportive and we need to 
have things in place so players, no matter if it's sexual assault or 
whatever, other problems a player has, they need to have the confidence 
that they can go to someone and get help." 
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  What was your call like with Kyle? 

  "As I said, it was good. It was an emotional call. I commended him a lot. 
He's changing people's life by the bravery of speaking out and I just want 
to be there for him and support him through this. I think the majority of 
players I've talked to are all on the same page with that, but, again, it's 
hard, a lot of media buzz, a lot of things about it. We have to do it the 
right way." 

  Do you think this will bring some change and guys won't be as hesitant 
to talk about things in the future?  

  "I mean, there's a process to it. It's not something that happens in a day. 
Recognizing you have a problem and then move on from there and try to 
pinpoint what can be done and, you know, to be honest, I had a lot of 
great talks with both NHLPA and NHL before this all came to light with 
other things and, in the end of the day, we can all do better. I'm not finger 
pointing at anyone. I just want the new generation of players to have the 
safety around them to get help if they have an issue, whatever it might 
be, and, obviously, hopefully nothing like this ever happens again."  

  Do you feel like you're carrying the flag for player advocacy? 

  "I don't feel it. Honestly, it's extremely tough for me to do it, but 
sometimes my principles and how I feel take over. But, in the end of the 
day, I just want more players, whatever it is, take a stand because, we as 
players, we can bring change as much as anyone else. Again, it's difficult 
for me and I wish more people steps up and fight because it's for 
hopefully my kids, a lot of players' kids, we want them to succeed and 
play in this league. We want hockey and the NHL to be as good as 
possible." 

  Do you feel like you're being heard? 

  "As I said, I'm not going to share any information. I thought that there 
was some really positive talks. Obviously, everything kind of stopped with 
everything recently. I think the heart's in the right place to make changes 
in different ways. If you look at my track record, I'm not a guy that tried to 
cancel anyone or to get anyone fired. I try to support everyone, but, in the 
end of the day, we've got a guy that hasn't been heard for 10 years. He 
needs to get the benefit of the doubt this time and we need to do that 
properly. But, again, they were really positive talks with both NHL and 
NHLPA before this and I truly believe that they were sincere in the talks 
that we had." 

  Are enough players thinking about change? 

  "Listen, this is the last thing I finish with, and people can agree or 
disagree with me on this. It's hard. I think in any corporation, job, 
company, sport, I try to explain to people that fringe players, the third 
liners, fourth liners, guys that go up and down, it's been very different 
treatment in my experience through my, I think it’s, my 12th season now, 
what I've seen and what, say, star players get. It's not in every team. 
There's a lot of great teams and Vegas has been amazing and others I've 
played for, but sometimes it's unfair to put on the star players, too, that 
they don't speak up because, to be quite honest, from what I've seen, 
they don't see a lot of the things that need to change. They get different 
treatment. I encourage everyone to talk to each other, and have 
conversations, and we need to be a part of and if we talk about culture or 
whatever, it needs to come from the players honestly. Everyone needs to 
talk about it." 

  What drives you to push the conversation forward? 

  "I mean you guys are asking me. Honestly, it's not that comfortable for 
me, because I'm trying to focus on winning hockey games, but some 
things are bigger than winning. I've learned over the years it doesn't 
matter. I think I played really good today no matter what, but it's hard. I 
just want more people to get in the conversation. It's not about pointing 
fingers or trying to get people fired or whatnot, it's about trying to have a 
conversation about how can we get better. I think that needs to come 
from players in every organization involved. That’s the last thing I got to 
say." 

  Note: Lehner had been requested for an interview by multiple reporters 
following the team's practice in Toronto on Monday, but was not made 
available. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Nylander still searching for spark offensively 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Vegas Golden Knights held optional skates 
at Scotiabank Arena on Tuesday.  

--- 

Auston Matthews and William Nylander have combined for just one five-
on-five goal in three games since being reunited on a line alongside 
Michael Bunting. 

"We've been getting better and better in practice," promised Nylander. "A 
few more games and we'll be buzzing." 

Matthews and Nylander haven't played together consistently since late in 
2019. Since then, Nylander has lined up almost exclusively beside John 
Tavares. 

"Auston's the best goal scorer in the league and John's also one of the 
best players in the league too, so, sort of similar in a way, but a little 
different," Nylander said. 

The difference?  

"Auston's, obviously, the best goal scorer in the league," Nylander said 
with a smile.  

Matthews only has one goal in six games since returning from left wrist 
surgery. The last defending Rocket Richard Trophy winner to score one 
or fewer goals through his first six games of a season was Teemu 
Selanne (one) in 1999-2000, per the Elias Sports Bureau. Selanne 
finished the season with 33 goals in 79 games. 

Matthews and Nylander were both minus players during Saturday's 5-4 
win over the Detroit Red Wings. Per NaturalStatTrick.com, shots on net 
favoured the Wings (9-8) in the 12 minutes that the Matthews line played 
together at even strength. 

"They've been a little bit disconnected defensively and, as a result, 
probably spent more time on our half of the ice than we'd like them to," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "The focus is just getting them dialled in on 
the details defensively and those transitions when we don't have the 
puck." 

October was the 29th month in which Matthews appeared in at least five 
NHL games, but it was the first time he scored no more than one goal. 
He had scored at least five goals in each of his previous 12 months.  

But Keefe made it clear that offence isn't a big concern considering the 
chances Matthews continues to generate. He has fired 25 shots on net 
and leads the team with 15 missed shots.  

"He's been right there a lot of the time," noted Nylander. "So, just a 
matter of when the puck is going to trickle by." 

"There's lots of good ingredients to that line," added Keefe, "but I don't 
think we've seen it play to their potential yet. I think part of it is the line 
coming together and part of it is the three players playing at their best. As 
we look at the Tavares line [which produced three goals on Saturday], I 
think part of why the line is starting to work is just the players are working 
and competing and that helps the line go." 

What’s missing from the Matthews-Nylander chemistry? 

William Nylander knows him and Auston Matthews haven't returned to 
their previous form of when they played together but knows it will come. 
Head coach Sheldon Keefe shares his opinion of the line and what's 
missing from them being able to take that next step. 

--- 
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Matthews and Nylander are also looking to find some chemistry as part 
of the top power-play unit. The Leafs snapped an 0-for-17 skid on 
Saturday night, but it was the second unit that got on the board.  

"When you are on that second unit there is a little more urgency to 
everything that you are doing because you usually don't get as much 
time," Keefe said. 

"Our second unit's been doing a really good job," said Nylander, "but first 
unit hasn't been buzzing as of late so that's something we need to 
improve on." 

The top unit has failed to convert since Matthews returned to the lineup. 
Toronto made a change two games ago, shifting Mitch Marner back to 
his usual spot on the flank and moving Nylander to the bumper slot.  

"Anywhere on the power play I'm fine with," Nylander said. "Just got to 
get dialled and score. I've played there. I've played on the goal line. 
Played on the half wall. Wherever. It's fine." 

So, what's the issue?  

"We just got to get set up in the O-zone and not throw pucks away in 
some situations where we might try and force something," Nylander said. 
"Then we just settle down and get pucks to the net, get those pucks 
back, and spend heavy time on the power play in their zone." 

The second unit has produced two of Toronto's four power-play goals so 
far this season.  

"We're playing as a five-man unit," said Bunting, who plays the bumper 
role with the second unit. "Any time there's a loose puck all five of us are 
hunting and retrieving it and that's huge. Once you start retrieving pucks 
it shifts their box and makes them have some mistakes." 

Jason Spezza filled in for Matthews on the top unit to start the season. 
He scored one power-play goal and set up one by Nylander before 
shifting back to the second unit. Spezza picked up the primary assist on 
Bunting's man-advantage marker on Saturday.  

"We kind of talked about it beforehand," Bunting revealed, "that the 
middle would be open for a shot tip and Spezza has great vision and he 
found me. It was pretty easy to just to put two hands on my stick and tip it 
in. It was a great play by him."  

Keefe pointed out that Matthews and Nylander nearly linked up on a 
similar play a minute earlier.  

Leafs Ice Chips: For the power play, second (unit) is the best 

William Nylander is the first to admit the Maple Leafs' second power play 
unit is the best right now. He explains how zone entries are hurting his 
unit and they need to do a better job of setting things up. Mark Masters 
has more. 

--- 

T.J. Brodie will hit a milestone tonight, playing in his 700th NHL game.  

"If he has a good night or a bad night, he shows up the next day and he's 
the same person," Keefe observed. "That level of consistency that you 
get from a guy emotionally is a really important thing when you're looking 
for longevity in the league." 

But the normally steady Brodie has had a few more bad nights than good 
nights this season.  

"He set a high standard for himself last season and I don't think he's 
played to that level yet," Keefe said. "I do think the last couple of games, 
he's been better. He expects a lot from himself."  

Brodie picked up his first point of the season, an assist, on Saturday 
night. He produced 14 points in 56 games last season.  

"He looked at his role on the team last season and felt he could provide 
more offensively, and he's been trying to get involved more, get in the 
rush, and be involved in the offensive zone," Keefe said. "There's a 
balance that goes with that because he really did play more as that 
safety guy last season and we're looking for him to find that balance. The 
last couple games have been more reflective of what we [usually] get 
from Brods." 

Brodie highlighted another reason why it's been a slow start to the 
season not just for him, but most of the defence core.  

"We changed a little bit of system stuff this year and that adjustment 
period maybe took longer than we wanted," the 31-year-old from 
Chatham, Ont. said. "One thing we've been trying to concentrate on is 
our gaps. It's a timing issue and sometimes tough to adjust to. When you 
want to be up tighter sometimes you end up getting beat. And then just 
the pace of play [is another change]. We want to play quick and, instead 
of building, trying to get it to the forwards hands as quick as we can."  

Keefe juggled the pairs for Saturday's game and Brodie, who has played 
mostly with Morgan Rielly since signing in Toronto last season, ended up 
with Jake Muzzin.  

"Mo is usually up in the rush and it's one of those things where you got to 
look around if you want to jump to make sure he's not going because 
he's so quick and he gets up there fast," Brodie noted. "Muzz is a little 
more stay at home."  

On milestone night, Brodie adjusts to new partner, system tweak 

TJ Brodie will suit up for his 700th career game tonight when the Maple 
Leafs host the Golden Knights. Brodie is not only adjusting to a new 
defensive partner right now, he admits the system tweak this year has 
taken a little longer to adjust to than expected. 

--- 

William Karlsson is the latest Golden Knight to join the injured list. The 
team's top-line centre will miss four to six weeks with a broken foot. He 
joins fellow forwards Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone, Alex Tuch, Nolan 
Patrick and Mattias Janmark on the sidelines.  

"It's a weird season," said Reilly Smith. "Hopefully we just make it 
through a game without another new injury. It feels like every game 
there's something new." 

Brett Howden will take Karlsson's place between Smith and Jonathan 
Marchessault.  

"We've played with Karl for five years now so it will be a little bit of an 
adjustment," said Smith. "Brett's a smart, reliable player. He does a lot of 
the little things right, which is a key cornerstone of being a centre in this 
league ... it all comes down to opportunity. Players get drafted in the first 
round for a reason."  

Howden, Tampa's first round pick (27th overall) in 2016, has failed to 
produce a point in six games this season while firing just three shots on 
net.  

"He's gotten a little better every game," said Knights coach Peter 
DeBoer. "We haven't given him an opportunity yet to play centre in a top-
six role so he's going to get that opportunity tonight and hopefully run 
with it. It allows us to spread out our depth here on the road when we 
don't control the matchups." 

The injury issues also opened the door for Michael Amadio, who was 
picked up off waivers from the Leafs over the weekend. DeBoer reached 
out to good friend Stan Butler, who coached Amadio in the Ontario 
Hockey League, to get a scouting report.  

"I like the idea of some of the things he's capable of doing and one thing 
he'll get here is an opportunity to do that because of the situation we're 
in," DeBoer said.  

After losing four of five to start the season, the Knights have won three 
straight. But now the injury bug threatens to push them back on their 
heels.  

"You can't feel sorry for yourself," DeBoer stressed. "You got to know the 
league's not slowing down and giving you any free passes. You just got 
to put your head down and go to work. We've got to really be detailed, 
really defensively responsible, not beat ourselves especially on the road 
against good teams.  

"From a player perspective, it's a great opportunity not only for guys to 
come in and play, but for guys to play higher in the lineup than they have, 
more special teams than maybe they ever have. So, if you're a player in 
the room I think you're excited. They're not feeling sorry for themselves. I 
think they're excited for the opportunity to show that they can do more." 
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On milestone night, Brodie adjusts to new partner, system tweak 

TJ Brodie will suit up for his 700th career game tonight when the Maple 
Leafs host the Golden Knights. Brodie is not only adjusting to a new 
defensive partner right now, he admits the system tweak this year has 
taken a little longer to adjust to than expected. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Tuesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Dermott  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Sandin - Liljegren 

Campbell starts  

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Westhead: Bill Guerin, Pittsburgh Penguins ownership group 
facing lawsuit over alleged abuse 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Westhead on new developments from lawsuit filed against Penguins 
ownership group 

Erin Skalde, the wife of a former Pittsburgh Penguins minor league 
assistant coach who was allegedly sexually assaulted by her husband’s 
colleague, is about to file a lawsuit against the coach and the Penguins 
ownership group, said a law firm representing Skalde. 

Former Penguins assistant general manager Bill Guerin, who is now the 
general manager of the Minnesota Wild, will also be named as a 
defendant, according to a statement released Tuesday morning by 
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, the Chicago law firm representing Skalde. 

The statement said the lawsuit is expected to be filed in state court in 
Rhode Island where the alleged abuse occurred, and will name as 
defendants the Penguins, Clark Donatelli, Guerin, and Penguins co-
owners Mario Lemieux and Ronald Burkle. 

“The lawsuit will state that sexual abuse took place on a team road trip to 
Providence, Rhode Island on November 11, 2018, and that the team’s 
handling of the incident included Jarrod being told to keep quiet by 
organization management, Erin being called a liar and never being 
interviewed as part of the team’s investigation, along with Jarrod being 
fired from the organization,” the statement said. 

“Additionally, the Penguins organization has made public comments that 
show an utter disregard for the experience of a sexual assault victim and 
have retraumatized her multiple times.” 

The allegations against the Penguins first came to public attention after 
Jarrod Skalde filed a lawsuit on Nov. 3, 2020, in U.S. District Court in 
Pennsylvania alleging that Donatelli, the former head coach of the 
Penguins’ AHL affiliate in Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, had assaulted his wife, 
Erin, when the three of them were in a car together during a team road 
trip in Providence, R.I. 

Jarrod said that seven months later, when the incident was brought to the 
attention of Guerin, who was the Penguins’ assistant general manager at 
the time, Guerin told him to keep quiet about the alleged assault. 

None of the allegations have been proven in court. 

Guerin, the general manager of the Wild since August 2019, was 
appointed assistant general manager of the 2022 U.S. Olympic men’s 
hockey team in March. Guerin is also being investigated by the U.S. 
Center for SafeSport after Skalde filed a complaint on Oct. 5. 

SafeSport investigators have not yet interviewed her about her complaint. 
If investigators find Guerin violated the centre’s code of conduct, Guerin 
could face a temporary or permanent suspension from working with the 
U.S. Olympic program. 

Jarrod has alleged in his lawsuit that the NHL team violated 
Pennsylvania’s whistleblower laws and fired him on May 5, 2020, 
because he complained to the team about the alleged assault of his wife. 
Jarrod and the Penguins were recently in settlement talks but failed to 
reach an agreement. 
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USA TODAY / Chicago Blackhawks announce postponement of night 
honoring former player Marian Hossa 

 

Jim Reineking 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks announced Monday night that they will be 
postponing "Marian's Legacy Night" – a celebration of former player 
Marián Hossa – to a date to be announced later. 

"This is an important time for our organization to reflect rather than 
celebrate," the Blackhawks said in a statement. "Marian and the club's 
leadership team all know we must build back our community's trust as we 
ensure accountability within our organization following Kyle Beach's 
courage in coming forward. Our new leadership team is committed to 
upholding our values and always working to better this organization and 
our game as we move forward. 

"There is no better embodiment of those values, both off and on the ice, 
than Marian Hossa, and we congratulate him on his upcoming Hockey 
Hall of Fame induction." 

Hossa, a first-round draft choice by the Ottawa Senators in 1997, joined 
the Blackhawks in 2009 and won three Stanley Cups with the team 
(2010, 2013 and 2015). He was elected as part of the Hockey Hall of 
Fame class of 2020. 

The fallout continues in the investigation into an alleged sexual assault of 
former Blackhawks player Kyle Beach by former team video Brad Aldrich 
during the team's title run in 2010. It led to the resignation of Stan 
Bowman, the team's GM and president, and Joel Quenneville, the team's 
coach in 2010 through the beginning of the 2018-19 season. Quenneville 
had been head coach of the Florida Panthers until his resignation last 
week. 
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USA TODAY / Opinion: Gary Bettman is handling Blackhawks scandal 
like a lawyer, not a commissioner 

 

Nancy Armour 

 

At a time when the NHL needed to show empathy and humanity, to be 
honest about its mistakes and sincerity in its promise to fix them, 
Commissioner Gary Bettman was at his lawyerly best. 
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Dispassionate. Narrow-focused. Defensive. And utterly and completely 
oblivious to how the NHL and the Chicago Blackhawks failed Kyle Beach. 

Bettman sees the continuing outrage over the Blackhawks' cover-up of 
allegations that Beach was assaulted by a former video coach in 2010 as 
a single incident that needs to be cleaned up rather than a systemic 
failure that requires a change in culture and attitudes across the entire 
sport. 

Oh, he talked Monday about efforts the league is making – they’re 
opening the NHL hotline to players and personnel at other levels; he’s 
going to ask experts their opinion on league efforts – and said he 
believes all NHL teams are on notice. But pressed on specifics, or asked 
to show the slightest bit of understanding that this is a problem too late 
and too big to simply be contained, Bettman couldn’t do it. 

Didn’t really try, either. 

Asked why Joel Quenneville was permitted to be behind the Florida 
Panthers’ bench after it was revealed that, as Blackhawks coach in 2010, 
he said the allegations against Brad Aldrich should be shelved because 
he didn’t want anything derailing Chicago’s pursuit of the Stanley Cup, 
Bettman essentially said that Quenneville had coached 867 games since 
that fateful meeting so one more wouldn’t matter. 

Asked why there were no ramifications for now-Winnipeg Jets GM Kevin 
Cheveldayoff, Chicago’s assistant GM in 2010, Bettman said his 
responsibilities at the time were the salary cap and scouting, and that it 
should have been up to Cheveldayoff’s boss to pursue the allegations. 
Pressed on whether Cheveldayoff had a moral responsibility to raise 
questions when he saw Aldrich celebrating with the Blackhawks after 
winning the Stanley Cup, Bettman basically told the questioner to move 
along because there was nothing to see here. 

Asked why the Blackhawks were not docked draft picks, the traditional 
means of discipline for serious wrongdoing in any league, Bettman 
claimed their $2 million fine was “substantial by any measure.” Given the 
Blackhawks are valued at a little over $1 billion, Bettman’s definition of 
“substantial” is more than a tad generous. 

Asked whether he’d allow Stan Bowman, Chicago’s former general 
manager, and John McDonough, the team’s former president, to work in 
the NHL again, Bettman responded with a word salad. 

KYLE BEACH SPEAKS:NHL 'let me down and they've let others down' 

“Those that needed to be separated from the game have been separated 
from the game,” Bettman said. “If there's a point in the future, where any 
of them are interested in coming back, and there's a club in having them, 
then we'll have to evaluate that. I'll have to evaluate that at the time, 
taking into account all the facts and circumstances as we then know, 
including what may have transpired since the separation to that particular 
point and time. 

“Nobody's been made any promises, if that’s what you're asking. 
Absolutely not. I'm not sure as I sit here today, how I would react at some 
point in the future if there was a request to come back.” 

So … maybe? 

And in his most shameful response, Bettman couldn’t – make that 
wouldn’t – promise that the NHL would provide counseling to the 16-
year-old boy Aldrich was convicted of sexually assaulting in 2013. 

A crime that might not have occurred had the Blackhawks done right by 
Beach, both legally and morally. 

“I would have to know more about that circumstance,” Bettman said. “I'm 
more focused, because of the circumstances in front of us, on what 
happened in the NHL environment. I certainly wouldn't rule it out. We 
need to know more information. 

“Having said that, making resources available, it's something that I will 
probably, not even knowing all the facts, want to do,” he added. “But I 
think I need to know more before I can make the type of blanket 
commitment.” 

Actually no. The right answer to this question – the right answer to every 
question Bettman got Monday – was that the Blackhawks, and by 
extension the NHL, screwed up, and they’re committed to doing whatever 

it takes to fix a culture that places winning above a player’s safety and 
well-being. 

Bettman contends that this culture is already changing, citing the horror 
and anger many players have expressed over the last week. But he must 
have missed Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane expressing sympathy for 
Bowman and the other now-departed Blackhawks executives, the stars’ 
feelings framed by their interactions with the men. 

When it comes to preventing sexual misconduct and the atmosphere that 
enables it, personal feelings must be left aside. Considering someone a 
“good guy” does not preclude him from also being a predator. Or, in this 
case, an enabler. 

That Kane and Toews don’t recognize that means they don’t fully 
understand the dynamics that allowed Aldrich to operate unchecked. It 
also means they won’t necessarily recognize it if it happens again, and 
that someone else in Beach’s position might not feel comfortable going to 
them for help. 

It means the cycle hasn’t been stopped. Only put on hold. Any expert in 
sexual abuse prevention could tell Bettman that.  

Lawyers can solve a lot of problems. But the NHL's current crisis isn't 
one of them.  
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USA TODAY / NHL commissioner Gary Bettman non-committal on 
punishments for Stan Bowman, others 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

Gary Bettman has no current plans to discipline the former Chicago 
Blackhawks executives who covered up Kyle Beach's abuse allegations 
11 years ago. 

"Those that needed to be separated from the game have been separated 
from the game," the NHL commissioner told reporters during a video call 
Monday, the first time he has addressed the media since an investigative 
report detailed which individuals were aware of Beach's allegations that 
he was sexually assaulted by  then-video coach Brad Aldrich.  

Stan Bowman resigned as general manager and director of hockey 
operations, as did fellow front-office member Al MacIsaac. Former team 
president John McDonough, who left the team in April 2020, and former 
coach Joel Quenneville, who resigned as coach of the Florida Panthers 
last week for his role in the cover-up, were aware of the allegations and 
met to discuss how to deal with them. 

Aldrich remained on the staff during the Blackhawks' Stanley Cup run in 
2010, when the incident occurred, and signed a separation agreement 
after celebrating with the team.   

Although no NHL team would likely hire Bowman or any of the other 
names associated with the scandal, Bettman did not close the door on 
their potential future employment in the league.  

"If there's a point in the future where any of them are interested in coming 
back and there's a club (interested) in having them, then we'll have to 
evaluate that," Bettman said. "I'll have to evaluate that, taking into 
account all the facts and circumstances as we then know, including what 
may have transpired since the separation to that particular point in time. 

"Nobody's been made any promises, if that's what you're asking. 
Absolutely not. I'm not sure, as I sit here today, how I would react at 
some point in the future, a request to come back."  
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