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Still perfect! Seth Jarvis gets first goal as Hurricanes beat Blackhawks to move to 9-0

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still undefeated, still the only 
unbeaten team in the NHL. 

But it took a comeback to fight past the Chicago Blackhawks 
on Wednesday. It took grit, and timely scores, and relentless 
penalty killing. And big goal from a rookie, Seth Jarvis. 

The Canes made it nine straight wins to start the season, 
one shy of tying the NHL record, with a 4-3 victory over the 
Blackhawks at the United Center. 

“Throughout a season you’ve got to be able to win in a lot of 
different ways, and tonight was a different way to win a 
hockey game,” said Canes center Derek Stepan, who had a 
goal and assist in being named the game’s first star. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen was a winner for the eighth time 
this season, making 27 saves, and the Canes had to kill off a 
double-minor high-sticking penalty on defenseman Ethan 
Bear late in regulation to nail down the victory. The Canes 
were missing defenseman Brett Pesce, who missed the third 
period with an injury, but got the hard work done. 

“You’ve got to kill ‘em when you get in those situations and 
that was the difference in the game,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “The guys dug in, that’s all I can tell you. It 
was a great effort at the end.” 

The Blackhawks (1-8-2), coming off their first win of the 
season, pulled goalie Marc-Andre Fleury for a sixth attacker 
on the late power play. But Andersen stood firm in net, 
making 12 saves in the third, including two on Patrick Kane 
in the final minute of regulation. 

Jesper Fast scored 17 seconds into the third period to tie the 
score at 3-3 and Martin Necas buried a shot at 3:26 as the 
Canes, with a strong push, jumped ahead early in the final 
period -- Necas’ goal proved to be the winner.. 

“It was a good response for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
knew coming in it would be a tough one.” 

The Blackhawks had used two goals by Alex DeBrincat and 
another by Kane to take 3-1 lead in the second period. But 
the Canes would turn to a rookie to start a comeback. 

Jarvis, in his second NHL game, scored his first NHL goal — 
and what a keepsake. Jarvis got in front of defenseman Erik 
Gustafsson breaking in on the net and beat Fleury with a 
five-hole shot. 

“High-level talent and a high-level goal,” Stepan said of 
Jarvis, who had an assist Sunday in his NHL debut and 
nearly scored. 

Mark it down: Jarvis, 12:50 of the second period, even 
strength, first goal. And against Fleury, the 2021 Vezina 
Trophy winner and a future Hall of Famer. 

“Super excited,” Jarvis said of his emotions. “It’s nice to get 
one, especially against Marc-Andre Fleury. I grew up 
watching him and idolizing him, so to get one against him 
means a little bit more.” 

The Canes’ fourth line supplied Carolina’s first two goals as 
Stepan scored in the first period. Then Jarvis, who also had 
a dazzling between-the-legs pass that set up Stepan for 
another chance. 

“They were solid the whole game,” Brind’Amour said. “And it 
was great to see ‘Jarvy’ get that one.” 

Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of assists for the Canes, 
setting up the Fast goal in the third. Necas scored from the 
right circle off a Sebastian Aho pass, beating Fleury to the 
short side. 

The Canes killed off eight penalty minutes in the third as 
Chicago finished 0-5 on the power play for the game. 

“That’s way too much to give that team,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But Freddie was good, we made some huge blocks.” 

DeBrincat continued to torment the Canes with his 12th and 
13th career goals against Carolina. Kane, coming off a hat 
trick on Monday against Ottawa, redirected a shot for a goal. 

The Canes killed off a Svechnikov penalty in the first and tied 
the score 1-1. Svechnikov’s pass off the wall found Tony 
DeAngelo in the slot and DeAngelo got the puck to an open 
Stepan for his second goal. 

The Canes ripped the Blackhawks 6-3 last week at PNC 
Arena as Chicago fell to 0-7-2. But Kane returned to 
energize his team and the Blackhawks had Fleury in net for 
Wednesday’s game. 

“Maybe we didn’t have our A stuff for half the game (but) give 
the Blackhawks credit, they were playing hard,” Stepan said. 
“I thought we were maybe not as sharp as we wanted to be 
but we came out and competed really hard in the third period 
and scored two big goals, and then the biggest part of the 
game is the four-minute (penalty) kill with five minutes left. 
Those killers did a fantastic job.” 

The Canes next go to Florida for a game Saturday against 
the Panthers, who had an 8-0 start before a shootout loss 
against the Boston Bruins.. 

Longest winning streak to start NHL season 

10 -- Toronto Maple Leafs 1993-94 

10 -- Buffalo Sabres 2006-07 

9 -- Montreal Canadiens 2015-16 

9 -- Carolina Hurricanes 2021-22
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Jarvis scores 1st NHL goal to start rally, Hurricanes get to 9-0-0 with win in Chicago 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes aren’t going to go 82-0-0 this season, so it is 
a matter of when, not if, Carolina will lose in 2021-22. 

But it wasn’t going to happen on Wednesday night in 
Chicago. 

The Hurricanes scored the game’s final three goals to erase 
a two-goal deficit and killed off eight minutes shorthanded in 
the third period to beat the Blackhawks 4-3 and improve to 9-
0-0 on the season. 

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis, playing in just his second NHL 
game, got his first career goal to start the rally, scoring on a 
breakaway on future Hall of Famer Marc-Andre Fleury at 
12:50 of the second period to cut Chicago’s lead to 3-2. 

Jarvis raced past Chicago’s Erik Gustafsson and closed in 
on Fleury, leaving the puck behind on a move from his 
forehand to his backhand and watching it slide through 
Fleury’s five hole. 

“For the sake of this I’m going to say it was on purpose, but I 
can’t say that very confidently,” Jarvis said with a smile. 

Carolina then scored on the first shift of the third period to tie 
the game. 

After Jaccob Slavin intercepted a pass in the neutral zone to 
start an odd-man rush, the Carolina defenseman went cross-
ice to Andrei Svechnikov. Svechnikov one-touched the puck 
to the slot, and Jesper Fast beat Fleury (27 saves) for his 
fourth goal of the year to tie the game 3-3. 

Just over three minutes later, Sebastian Aho protected the 
puck in the Chicago end while Carolina executed a line 
change, and he later found Martin Necas at the top of the 
right circle for a quick wrist shot that trickled in and proved to 
be the game-winning goal. 

“It’s instrumental on the game-winning goal right,” 
Brind’Amour said of Aho, “just buying time, hanging on to it 
and made a nice play.” 

While the Hurricanes had seized the momentum, it was the 
Blackhawks who carried play the rest of the third — and 
Carolina helped by committing three penalties, including a 
double-minor for high sticking on Ethan Bear with 5:26 left 
that gave Chicago a final chance to tie it. 

The Blackhawks outshot Carolina 12-7 in the third, including 
getting four power play shots on goal, but the Hurricanes’ 

penalty killers and goalie Frederik Andersen (28 saves) shut 
the door on a comeback. 

“That’s way too much to give that team,” Brind’Amour said of 
all the penalties. “They had their looks. Our goalie was good. 
Freddie made some saves, but we had some huge blocks. 
That was obviously a crucial point in the game, and we came 
up big.” 

Thirty minutes into the game, it looked like Carolina’s 
unbeaten streak was going to come to an end. 

Chicago’s top snipers, Alex DeBrincat and Patrick Kane, 
combined for three goals, with the former getting his 12th 
and 13th goals in just 16 career games against the 
Hurricanes. 

One bright light was Carolina’s fourth line. Center Derek 
Stepan tied the game 6:25 into the game by finishing off a 
play from Tony DeAngelo for his second goal as a Hurricane. 

Stepan also sprung Jarvis on his goal in the second period, 
getting an assist for his first two-point game since before the 
pandemic — a 7-3 win with Coyotes over Tampa Bay on 
Feb. 22, 2020. 

“They were good,” Brind’Amour said of the fourth line. “That 
line was solid, and great to see Jarvy get that one … really 
happy for the kid.” 

Stepan said he expects even more from him and his 
linemates as the season moves on. 

“My game’s coming. I’m getting more and more comfortable 
with the system,” Stepan said. “I’m getting more and more 
comfortable with the guys, and I really like the direction I’m 
going. 

“And I want to be able to provide that in the role that I’m in 
and be able to do that on a nightly basis and be consistent 
with it. … Jarvy, he’s been fun to be with, and I hope the kid 
likes me.” 

The Hurricanes have already set the bar high with their 
perfect start, and they could raise it even higher in their next 
two games. Carolina first travels to Florida to play the 8-0-1 
Panthers on Saturday. Then it’s off to Tampa Bay to play the 
two-time defending champion Lightning next Tuesday. 

“You look forward to it … but now the games just keep 
coming, and they’re always tough,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Notes: Brett Pesce crashed hard into the boards in the 
second period and, despite coming back to play shifts at the 
end of that period, missed all of the third. Brind’Amour did 
not have an update on Pesce’s status but said it was “good” 
that the defenseman was able to play a couple shifts after 
the incident. … Fast now has four goals on the season, just 

two shy of the six he scored in 46 games in his first season 
with the Hurricanes last year. … DeAngelo’s assist pushes 
his point streak to four games. … Svechnikov had two 
assists to increase his point total to 13 in nine games, tied for 
fifth in the NHL. Ten of those points are at even strength, tied 
for second in the league. 
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Gold: Canes back at it in Chicago  

By Adam Gold 

After a week that saw the Carolina Hurricanes hit the four 
times in seven days the next week and a half might feel like 
a mini All Star break. The Canes skate into Chicago tonight 
followed by a trip to Florida where they’ll play the Panthers 
on Saturday and then head up to Tampa on Tuesday. 

October was great to the Canes, obviously. They’re 8-0-0, 
the only unbeaten team in the National Hockey League. And, 
if you spend any time listening to the national hockey media, 
they’re legitimately discussing the Hurricanes as the best 
team in the league. 

Ignore it. They’ve only played 1/10 of their schedule. They’ve 
yet to see any of the other “best” teams in the league, though 
the opening night win over the Islanders does qualify. We’ll 
be able to better assess this team after Thanksgiving.  For 
now, let’s talk about month one with our three stars of 
October. 

Third star -- Andrei Svechnikov (7 goals, 11 points, +8 rating, 
15:42 TOI) 

Honestly, this could go to any number of forwards. Sebastian 
Aho, Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast and Nino 
Niederreiter (before his injury), have all been outstanding. 
But, Andrei gets the nod for how he’s gone about his 
business the first three weeks. 

He’s played a heavier game, more power forwardish than he 
did a year ago. His goal against the Islanders that tied the 
score at 1-1 in the first period was about strength and going 
to the front of the net. That it also quickly answered New 
York’s opening goal in the 1st period was also important. 

Does he still take too many penalties? Yes, as evidenced by 
his seven minors through eight games. But, he’s playing a 
physical game and that will calm down. And, when it does, 
those scoring numbers will jump up as well. 

I know we said it a year ago through eight games, but I 
believe this is going to be the year Andrei really cranks it up. 

2nd Star -- Tony DeAngelo (2 goals, 8 points, +9 rating, 
16:38 TOI) 

Never saw that coming, did you? Maybe the points aren't a 
surprise, but leading the team in plus/minus? DeAngelo has 
been excellent so far. He’s not been asked to play a ton of 
minutes, though there have been a few occasions when he’s 
been paired with Jaccob Slavin. He’s been a minus player 
exactly zero times this year and the Hurricanes’ power play 
is 4th in the NHL. 

More than the offense, which everyone expected DeAngelo 
to bring, he’s been more than competitive defensively so far. 
I mean, no one is going to confuse Tony for Niclas Lidstrom, 
so let’s not go overboard, but he’s more than held up his end 
of the defensive bargain. 

He also plays a pretty grimy, feisty game, which is an 
element that Carolina has needed to add to the line up. In 
short, DeAngelo has made the Hurricanes better. 

1st Star -- Frederik Andersen (7-0-0, 1.29 GAA/.956 SV%) 

The biggest no-brainer since matching the offer sheet to 
Sebastian Aho. Andersen has -- to this point, anyway -- 
answered every single question about his ability to bounce 
back from a difficult and injury-plagued season in Toronto a 
year ago. Freddie was a little off in the opener against the 
Islanders. He fought the puck a bit, allowed too many 
rebounds and it appeared that there were communication 
issues with his defense. 

However, from his second start through Sunday’s win over 
the Coyotes, he’s been Freddie A+! He’s allowed just six 
goals, only three of them at 5-on-5, and has a .966 save 
percentage. He was named the NHL’s 3rd star of the month 
for those gaudy numbers, but he’s also brought another 
element to Carolina’s crease that doesn’t necessarily show 
up on the stat sheet. 

Freddie is steady. He’s not all over the place like Alex 
Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek have been. Andersen isn’t that 
type of goalie. Those guys were more active and athletic in 
that regard and it worked for them and could even be an 
advantage. But, it also got them into trouble at times. 

Has Andersen been a bit lucky? You bet. I saw Taylor Hall of 
the Bruins miss a wide open net from the side of the goal on 
Thursday. And there have been posts and other great 
chances that were not cashed in.  But, that’s part of 
hockey.  I’m sure he’ll go through a bad stretch or an unlucky 
one.  Right now, however, Freddie Andersen has been 
everything the Hurricanes hoped for. 

Boxed in 

The Chicago Blackhawks have a good power play. A very 
good power play. They’ve scored 10 times in 38 tries this 
year and two of those goals came against the Hurricanes in 
that bananas game last Friday at PNC Arena. In addition, 
last year, Chicago scored 5 power play goals (5 for 24) in the 
8-game season series.  I know this might be a big ask given 
that the Canes are in the bottom third of NHL teams in taking 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 4, 2021 

 

penalties, but it would be a smart move to not give the 
Blackhawks a fistful of power play chances. 

We meet again 

The season series between the Hurricanes and Blackhawks 
comes to an early conclusion tonight. The key in the Canes’s 
win this past Friday was their ability to answer Chicago’s first 
period goals with one of their own. 

At 6:12 of the first period, Brandon Hagel slid home a 
Jonathan Toews shot feed through Antti Raanta for a 1-0 
lead. Less than a minute later, DeAngelo took a pass from 
Vincent Trocheck in transition and the Hurricanes had tied it. 
Three minutes later, Adam Gaudette’s backhand shot from 
the slot gave the Hawks a 2-1 lead only to be equaled at 
13:09 on a Jordan Staal goal. 

Derek Stepan scored 17 seconds later and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi finished off a bonkers first period with his 2nd 
goal of the season potting a dish from Sebastian Aho behind 
Kevin Lankinen for a 4-2 lead after 20 minutes. 

Aho and Svechnikov added early second period markers and 
Carolina cruised home from there. Chicago forward Alex 
DeBrincat did make it 6-3 in the 3rd period with his 11th 

career goal in 15 gamer against the Canes, so he bears 
some extra attention tonight. 

Last time out 

The Hurricanes beat Arizona, 2-1. Brett Pesce’s late 3rd 
period power play goal was the difference as the Canes won 
in front of Freddie Andersen’s 22 save performance. 
Meanwhile, the last time we saw Chicago, they were seeking 
their first win of the season. Well, mission accomplished after 
their 5-1 win over Ottawa. Patrick Kane had a hat trick after 
missing time in Covid-19 protocol and Brandon Hagel scored 
twice in the win. Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 29 of 30 shots in 
his best outing of the season. 

No changes 

Nothing about Carolina’s line up from Sunday will change. 
That means an 8th start in goal for Andersen. In addition, it’s 
the second NHL game for rookie Seth Jarvis who registered 
an assist on the Pesce game-winning, power play goal in his 
NHL debut. He’ll skate with Stepan and Steven Lorentz on a 
4th line. 

The line: Hurricanes -160, O/U 6.0 goals 
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Canes Rally, Come From Behind To Take Down Chicago 

By Walt Ruff  

CHICAGO, IL - Despite an effort described as "not very 
good" through the first two periods by Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, the Carolina Hurricanes used three 
unanswered goals to come from behind and beat the 
Chicago Blackhawks by a score of 4-3 Wednesday.  

It's Not How You Start, It's How You Finish 

Andrei Svechnikov has been fantastic to start the season for 
the Hurricanes, but the first four minutes at the United Center 
were anything but that for him. 

On the first goal of the night, one that came just 1:35 in, 
Patrick Kane of Chicago floated a very soft airborne pass 
through neutral ice, attempting to finesse a connection 
between he and Alex DeBrincat. Kane didn't put enough on 
it, allowing Svechnikov the positioning to pull down the puck 
with his glove. Unfortunately #37 muffed the attempt, 
allowing the rubber to fall right into the lap of DeBrincat, 
giving him the chance to walk right in on Frederik Andersen. 

The American-born winger didn't miss and it was 1-0 
Chicago. 

Then, moments later, a giveaway in his own end by 
Svechnikov forced him to take a penalty to avoid it becoming 
a 2-0 contest. 

However, just as we saw in the team's second game of the 
regular season in Nashville, "Svech" made good on his 
errors, contributing to the team's first goal of the night. 
Taking a shift with Derek Stepan and Seth Jarvis, #37 was a 
key contributor in setting up a one-time attempt for Tony 
DeAngelo - one that didn't go according to plan but still 
resulted in Stepan earning his second goal as a member of 
the team. 

Jarvis' First 

In the lineup for a second consecutive game, 19-year-old 
rookie Seth Jarvis became just the 14th player in franchise 
history to record a point in each of his first two contests 
Wednesday. 

During the second period Jarvis picked up a puck amidst an 
attacking sequence for Chicago, bursting from his own end 
to a chance alone against Marc-Andre Fleury. The 2020 first 
round draft pick attempted to go to his backhand but as 
Blackhawks defender Erik Gustafsson attempted to get back 
into the play, the puck rolled on Jarvis, evading his backhand 
but also squeaking through the five-hole of the future Hall of 
Fame netminder. 

The goal wound up cutting Chicago's momentum and 
serving as the first of three unanswered goals for the Canes, 
paving their way to their ninth consecutive win. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour assessing the game as a whole: 

"We weren't great the first two periods, that's for sure. I felt 
like we were just kind of going along with the game. We 
certainly weren't playing our game the way we needed to 
and it showed, we were down going into the third. We got to 
it for the majority of the third period, aside from the penalties. 
The high sticking penalty was a tough one and I thought Ian 
Cole had a great box out on his shot tip. But, you have to kill 
them when you have those moments in the game. Overall, it 
was a good win, but it wasn't a great first two periods for us." 

Derek Stepan on the team getting a win despite their 
struggles early: 

"Throughout a season you have to be able to win a bunch of 
different ways and tonight was a different way to win a 
hockey game. I thought that maybe we didn't have our "A" 
stuff for half the game, but give credit to the Blackhawks, 
they were playing hard. I thought we weren't as sharp as we 
wanted to be but we came out and competed really hard in 
the third period. We got two big goals but then the biggest 
moment of the game was the penalty kill with five minutes 
left and those killers did a fantastic job." 

Seth Jarvis on what he'll remember most about his first NHL 
goal: 

"It being on Marc-Andre Fleury is a good one. It being in 
Chicago, an iconic rink, also makes it fun. Then, my 
linemates. Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz. They're two 
great players and I wouldn't be having the success I have 
been without them." 

Additional Notes: 

 Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce crashed hard 
into the boards while racing to earn an icing call for 
his team in the second period. A scary moment that 
required the attention of the training staff on the ice, 
Pesce got back to his feet under his own power and 
made it back to the bench. While he appeared in 
good spirits, he did not return for the team's third 
period of play. 

 On top of missing Pesce, Ian Cole, Brady Skjei and 
Ethan Bear all took penalties in the third period, 
resulting in their team being forced to kill eight 
minutes of time shorthanded in the last 13:54. 

 When Carolina trailed 3-1 in the second period, it 
was the first time they had trailed by two this 
season. 
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 Per NHL PR, Rod Brind'Amour's 9-0-0 start for the 
Canes marks the second-longest winning streak to 
start a season for a reigning Jack Adams Trophy 
winner. 

 Also per NHL PR, Canes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen, who stopped 21 of 24 tonight, became 

just the fourth goaltender all-time to win his first 
eight appearances from the start of a season. 

What's Next?:  

The team now returns to Raleigh and is expected to practice 
Friday before departing for Fort Lauderdale for a meeting 
with the Florida Panthers on Saturday. 
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Hurricanes rally past Blackhawks, season-opening winning streak at nine 

By Bruce Miles  

CHICAGO -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
season-opening winning streak to nine games with a 4-3 
victory against the Chicago Blackhawks at United Center on 
Wednesday. 

Seth Jarvis scored his first NHL goal, and Frederik Andersen 
made 27 saves for the Hurricanes (9-0-0), who rallied from 
down 3-1 to remain the only undefeated team in the NHL and 
tie the 2015-16 Montreal Canadiens for the second-longest 
winning streak to start a season in NHL history, behind the 
2006-07 Buffalo Sabres and 1993-94 Toronto Maple Leafs, 
who each won 10 straight. 

Martin Necas scored from the right face-off circle at 3:26 of 
the third period to make it 4-3 after Jesper Fast tied the 
game 3-3 17 seconds into the third when he scored on the 
rush after a Chicago turnover in the neutral zone. 

"We weren't great the first two periods, that's for sure," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I felt like were just 
kind of going along with the game. We certainly weren't 
playing our game the way we needed to. It showed. We were 
down going into the third, but then we obviously got to it." 

Alex DeBrincat scored twice, and Marc-Andre Fleury made 
28 saves for the Blackhawks (1-8-2), who were coming off 
their first win of the season, 5-1 against the Ottawa Senators 
on Monday. 

Carolina killed a four-minute Chicago power play after 
defenseman Ethan Bear received a double minor for high-
sticking at 14:34 of the third period. The Hurricanes had 
killed two minor penalties earlier in the third. 

"That was obviously the game," Brind'Amour said. "We were 
eight minutes [shorthanded] in the third period. That's way 
too much to give that team. They had their looks. The goalie 
was good; Freddie made some saves. We had some huge 
blocks. That was obviously the crucial point of the game. 
Came up big." 

Blackhawks coach Jeremy Colliton said the Hurricanes 
penalty kill made it difficult. 

"The way they kill, it really scrambles things," he said. 
"You're not going to be able to do everything you want to do 
out there. You're not going to be able to control the play, and 
you have to kind of take what they give and find a way to win 
some loose pucks and battles. 

"The fact that the power plays were kind of stacked up 
worked against us. If they're spread throughout the game, 
maybe it's a little bit easier. But that's not why we lost the 
game, so I think let's not get distracted by that." 

DeBrincat scored at 1:35 of the first period to give Chicago a 
1-0 lead. He took a pass from Patrick Kane at the Carolina 
blue line, skated in alone, and put the puck past the stick of 
Andersen. 

Derek Stepan tied it 1-1 at 6:25, scoring from in front of the 
net off a pass from Tony DeAngelo. 

Kane gave the Blackhawks a 2-1 lead at 2:49 of the second 
period when he tipped Riley Stillman's shot from the left 
point. 

DeBrincat made it 3-1 at 8:24, scoring from the left circle off 
a feed from Philipp Kurashev after Mike Hardman made a 
pass while falling to the ice following a Hurricanes turnover 
just outside the blue line. 

"We had good spots," DeBrincat said. "We were up 3-1. We 
have to find a way to win that game. We just have to battle 
hard for the full 60 [minutes]. We let up for a couple of 
minutes there, and there were a couple in our net. [We] have 
to figure out how to hold a lead." 

Jarvis got Carolina within 3-2 at 12:50 when he skated past 
defenseman Erik Gustafsson and slid the puck between the 
pads of Fleury. 

"Super excited," said Jarvis, who was playing his second 
NHL game. "Last game [against the] Arizona [Coyotes], I 
came really close; I hit the D-man's foot. So it's nice to get 
one tonight, especially against Marc-Andre Fleury. I grew up 
watching him, idolizing him. To get one against him means a 
little bit more." 

Colliton said the way the Blackhawks lost made it more 
disappointing. 

"It's a terrible feeling when we put [ourselves] in a great 
position," he said. "Then we give them life. We give them 
momentum, give them their goals. Up 3-1 at home midway 
through the second period, that should be enough to close 
the game out. 

"We gift-wrapped them an opportunity to get back in the 
game, and [it was] hard to watch it happen, hard to be a part 
of." 
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Fast, Hurricanes beat Blackhawks 4-3 for 9th straight win 

By Jay Cohen 

CHICAGO (AP) — Carolina was just OK for much of the first 
two periods, and then found its game in the third. 

The Hurricanes are undefeated for a reason. 

Jesper Fast and Martin Necas scored 3:09 apart in the third, 
and Carolina beat the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 on 
Wednesday night. 

“The guys dug in. That’s all I can tell you,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “You’re not always going to come out 
with those type of results, but it was a great effort at the end 
for sure.” 

Derek Stepan had a goal and an assist as Carolina matched 
a franchise record with its ninth straight victory. Seth Jarvis 
added his first career goal in his second game, and Frederik 
Andersen made 27 saves in the opener of a challenging 
three-game trip. 

At 9-0, the Hurricanes moved into a tie with the 2015-16 
Montreal Canadiens for the NHL’s third-longest win streak to 
begin a season. Next up is a trip to Florida for a Saturday 
matchup with the Panthers, who are 8-0-1 heading into their 
game against Washington on Thursday night. 

“That’s going to be a tough one. We know that,” Brind’Amour 
said. “You know you look forward to it.” 

Alex DeBrincat had two goals for Chicago, which lost 6-3 at 
Carolina on Friday night. Patrick Kane had a goal and an 
assist, and Marc-Andre Fleury made 28 stops. 

The Blackhawks were coming off their first win in their 10th 
game of the season, but they were unable to build on that 5-
1 victory over Ottawa. 

“It’s just another hard lesson,” coach Jeremy Colliton said. 
“But I would like us to stop learning hard lessons and 
respond with a change in how we think about the game.”  

The Blackhawks led 3-2 after two, but the Hurricanes tied it 
17 seconds into the third. After Chicago defenseman Jake 
McCabe turned it over, Andrei Svechnikov made a nice pass 
to Fast in the middle and he beat Fleury for his fourth of the 
season. 

Necas then put the Hurricanes ahead to stay on a shot from 
the right circle that trickled past Fleury for his second at 3:26. 

“We let up for a couple of minutes there and there’s a couple 
in our net,” DeBrincat said. “We just have to figure out how to 
hold a lead.” 

Chicago had several chances down the stretch, but 
Andersen kept Carolina in front. The Hurricanes killed off 
three penalties in the third, including a double minor on 
Ethan Bear for high-sticking. 

“That was obviously the game,” Brind’Amour said. 

Kane snapped a 1-all tie when he redirected Riley Stillman’s 
point shot through Andersen’s legs 2:49 into the second. 
Kane also had three goals and an assist in Monday night’s 
victory over the Senators in his first game back after being 
sidelined by COVID-19. 

DeBrincat then finished a pretty sequence for Chicago, 
making it 3-1 at 8:24. A falling Mike Hardman passed 
backward to Phillipp Kurashev, who set up DeBrincat’s team-
high sixth goal with a slick backhand pass. 

The Hurricanes got one back when Jarvis took advantage of 
a bad pinch by Blackhawks defenseman Erik Gustafsson. 
Jarvis, the No. 13 overall pick in last year’s NHL draft, skated 
right by Gustafsson and beat Fleury on the breakaway at 
12:50. 

“It’s nice to get one tonight, especially against Marc-Andre 
Fleury,” the 19-year-old Jarvis said. “I grew up watching him. 
Grew up idolizing him, so to get one against him means a 
little bit more.” 

SHAKEN UP 

Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce was shaken up after he 
lost an edge and slammed hard into the boards in the 
second. He didn’t play in the third. 

“We’ll have to see on that one,” Brind’Amour said. 

COVID-19 

Stillman and forward Jujhar Khaira returned to Chicago’s 
lineup after being sidelined by COVID-19. Forward Henrik 
Borgstrom was removed from the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol 
on Wednesday, but didn’t play against Carolina. 

While Borgstrom cleared protocol, Chicago added forward 
Tyler Johnson and defenseman Isaak Phillips to its COVID-
19 protocol list.
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Hurricanes beat Chicago, season-opening win streak at 9  

CHICAGO (AP) — Jesper Fast and Martin Necas scored 
3:09 apart in the third period, and the undefeated Carolina 
Hurricanes topped the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 on 
Wednesday night. 

Derek Stepan had a goal and an assist as Carolina matched 
a franchise record with its ninth straight victory. Seth Jarvis 
added his first career goal, and Frederik Andersen made 27 
saves in the opener of a challenging three-game trip. 

At 9-0, the Hurricanes moved into a tie with the 2015-16 
Montreal Canadiens for the NHL’s third-longest win streak to 
begin a season. Next up is a trip to Florida for a Saturday 
matchup with the Panthers, who are 8-0-1 heading into their 
game against Washington on Thursday night. 

Alex DeBrincat had two goals for Chicago, which lost 6-3 at 
Carolina on Friday night. Patrick Kane had a goal and an 
assist, and Marc-Andre Fleury made 28 stops. 

OILERS 5, PREDATORS 2 

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Leon Draisaitl had two goals 
and an assist to take the NHL scoring lead — a point ahead 
of teammate Connor McDavid — and Edmonton beat 
Nashville. 

Draisaitl has 20 points on nine goals and 11 assists. 
McDavid assisted on both of Draisaitl’s goals. 

Kailer Yamamoto, Devin Shore and Jesse Puljujarvi also 
scored, and Mikko Koskinen made 31 saves to help the 
Western Conference-leading Oilers improve to 8-1-0.  

Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen scored for Nashville, and 
Conor Ingram stopped 24 shots. The Predators had won four 
in a row. 

BLUE JACKETS 5, AVALANCHE 4  

DENVER (AP) — Jake Bean scored twice, including the 
winner 1:12 into overtime, and Columbus rebounded after 
surrendering a late two-goal lead to beat Colorado. 

Bean skated in and lined a shot through the pads of 
Avalanche goaltender Jonas Johansson as the Blue Jackets 
improved to 4-0 this season in games decided after 
regulation.  

Cole Sillinger scored twice and Boone Jenner added a goal 
for the Blue Jackets, who finished their three-game trip with a 
2-1 mark. Joonas Korpisalo stopped 28 shots.  

Down 4-2 in the third, Colorado got a goal from J.T. 
Compher with 3:26 remaining and tied it up on Bowen 
Byram’s second goal of the game with 52 seconds 
remaining. Logan O’Connor also scored for Colorado. 
Johansson made 32 saves for the Avalanche. 

KINGS 3, BLUES 2, SO 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Arthur Kaliyev scored in the fourth 
round of a shootout and Los Angeles extended its winning 
streak to three games with a victory over St. Louis. 

Both teams scored twice in the first three rounds of the 
tiebreaker. Adrian Kempe and Alex Iafallo also converted for 
the Kings. David Perron and Jordan Kyrou made their shots 
for the Blues. 

Kempe and Kaliyev scored third-period goals for Los 
Angeles, which trailed 1-0 after two. Jonathan Quick made 
33 saves as the Kings avoided being swept in the three-
game season series. 

Torey Krug had a goal and an assist, Brayden Schenn 
scored a power-play goal and Vladimir Tarasenko extended 
his point streak to seven games with a pair of assists for St. 
Louis. Jordan Binnington stopped 33 shots. 

Hurricanes come from behind to beat Blackhawks 4-3 and 
stay perfect  

CHICAGO (AP) — Jesper Fast and Martin Necas scored 
3:09 apart in the third period, and the undefeated Carolina 
Hurricanes topped the Chicago Blackhawks 4-3 on 
Wednesday night. 

Derek Stepan had a goal and an assist as Carolina matched 
a franchise record with its ninth straight victory. Seth Jarvis 
added his first career goal, and Frederik Andersen made 27 
saves in the opener of a challenging three-game trip. 

At 9-0, the Hurricanes moved into a tie with the 2015-16 
Montreal Canadiens for the NHL’s third-longest win streak to 
begin a season. Next up is a trip to Florida for a Saturday 
matchup with the Panthers, who are 8-0-1 heading into their 
game against Washington on Thursday night. 

Alex DeBrincat had two goals for Chicago, which lost 6-3 at 
Carolina on Friday night. Patrick Kane had a goal and an 
assist, and Marc-Andre Fleury made 28 stops. 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Hurricanes stay undefeated; Draisaitl on fire 

By James O'Brien  

Top players from Wednesday in the NHL 

Cole Sillinger, Blue Jackets 

You’ll see plenty in this post about two other noteworthy 
three-point players in the NHL on Wednesday: Leon Draisaitl 
and Bowen Byram. 

So let’s focus on the youngest of a young trio of three-
pointers: Cole Sillinger. 

Sillinger scored two goals in the Blue Jackets’ OT win 
against the Avalanche, and the 18-year-old also assisted on 
Jake Bean‘s game-winner. 

A three-point game is quite the way to argue that you 
deserve to burn the first year of your entry-level contract. Not 
surprisingly, Sillinger’s production has been up-and-down so 
far. He collected an assist in his first NHL game, and scored 
his first goal in his fourth. He’d been held pointless in four 
straight before Wednesday’s eruption, though. 

Overall, Sillinger has generated five points (3G, 2A) through 
his first nine games. Not bad for an immediate jump from the 
2021 NHL Draft (the Blue Jackets selected Sillinger 12th 
overall). 

It should be interesting to see if the Blue Jackets keep 
Sillinger up or not. Either way, here’s hoping Cole Sillinger 
doesn’t bounce around the league like his oft-traded father 
Mike Sillinger. (Though Cole Sillinger may not complain if he 
plays at least 1,049 games.) 

Highlights from Wednesday in the NHL 

Heading into the third period, the Avalanche sported a 2-1 
lead over the Blue Jackets. Things turned quickly in that final 
frame, however, as Columbus scored three goals before the 
midway point of the third. For a while, it looked like 
Columbus would earn a surprise 4-2 win. 

Then Bowen Byram and the Avalanche stormed back. They 
scored two goals with their net empty, forcing that contest 
into OT. To Columbus’ credit, Jake Bean won it in OT. 

Like the Avs, the Blues scored a late goal to earn a “charity 
point,” but ultimately lost. 

Slick stuff from Seth Jarvis for the first goal of his NHL career 
to help the Hurricanes stay undefeated. 

Probably best just to soak up all of the Draisaitl/McDavid 
goodness. Matt Duchene‘s sneaky little snipe was pretty 
sweet, too. 

Wednesday’s NHL takeaways 

Maybe the Jack Eichel trade will be worth the wait — for the 
Sabres, anyway? 

If you feel like the Jack Eichel trade talks are eternal, we’re 
with you. On Wednesday, there seemed to be some 
excitement about a possible deal happening. As this post 
notes, the Golden Knights and Flames stand as the (latest) 
frontrunners in the Jack Eichel trade sweepstakes. 

Yet, as of this writing, it instead feels like we’ve once again 
been swindled by The Insiders Who Cried Trade. That’s not 
totally fair — these things take time to come together — but 
that’s how it feels. 

But if Wednesday indicated anything, it’s that the NHL is 
buzzing about a Jack Eichel trade actually managing a 
decent return for the Sabres. A memorable Kevin Weekes 
tweet really turned some heads. 

Maybe Matthew Tkachuk plus futures wouldn’t have been 
that appealing of a Jack Eichel trade package months ago. 
Especially before it was clear that Eichel’s neck surgery 
situation was tricky. 

But now, in the beginning of November? That sounds pretty 
spiffy. 

Granted, it’s not necessarily a win for anyone else. If things 
moved more efficiently, Eichel could be deep into recovery 
from neck surgery. Essentially, a Jack Eichel trade bidder 
may have lost part of a season of value after the Sabres 
dragged things along. 

Remarkably, it seems like the Sabres have a chance at 
actually getting a meaningful return. Some even balk at the 
cost Weekes floated. 

What could happen doesn’t necessarily translate to what will 
happen. We’ll see. It’s a shame we didn’t see it yet, but 
maybe it really will happen soon? 

(Studio audience rudely laughs.) 

Hurricanes narrowly stay undefeated 

For a chunk of Wednesday’s NHL action, it seemed like the 
Blackhawks would churn out their first winning streak, 
handing the Hurricanes their first loss in the process. With a 
goal just 1:35 in, the Blackhawks took a 1-0 lead. Almost 
midway through the second period, Chicago grew its lead to 
3-1. 
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It turns out, a 3-1 lead wasn’t enough to put away the 
undefeated Hurricanes. 

The first goal of Seth Jarvis’ career really opened the door, 
reducing the deficit to 3-2 through two periods. Then, Jesper 
Fast and Martin Necas scored twice in the first 3:26 of the 
third period to give the Hurricanes a decisive 4-3 lead. 

With that, the Hurricanes remain undefeated at 9-0-0. The 
undefeated Hurricanes are a win away from tying a record 
for the best season-opening winning streak in NHL history. 

If the Hurricanes want to tie (then break) that record, they’ll 
need to earn it. They next face the Panthers in Florida on 
Saturday, then the Lightning in Tampa Bay on Tuesday 
(Nov. 9). 

This win against the Blackhawks began a three-game road 
trip for the Hurricanes. The challenges don’t end there, 
either. They’ll play those two road games, two contests in 
Carolina, then face a six-game road trip. If the Hurricanes 
still look hot toward the end of November, then look out. 

(Even if they slow down, the Hurricanes are certainly on 
plenty of radars already.) 

Draisaitl and McDavid are on another planet right now 

Usually, when we refer to Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl, it’s as “McDavid and Draisaitl.” It’s not meant as an 
insult to Draisaitl. Anyone would get second billing to one of 
the most sensational hockey players ever. 

Yet Draisaitl forgot to take off his most sensational hockey 
player ever Halloween costume. With three points in 
Wednesday’s game, Draisaitl now leads the NHL with 20 
points in nine games (one ahead of McDavid). 

So, it’s Draisaitl and McDavid — at least in the Art Ross 
race. 

Draisaitl generated four points in the Oilers’ win against the 
Kraken, so he’s molten-hot at the moment. During his current 
five-game point streak, Draisaitl scored seven goals and five 
assists for 12 points. While McDavid isn’t as scalding in the 
short term, he’s been electric, and has at least a point in 
every game this season. (Seven of McDavid’s nine games 
have been multipoint outputs. Yeah.) 

Thursday’s big story 

Revive the Southeast Division, it’s a clash of Capitals vs. 
Panthers 

Remember the Southeast Division? (Waits a moment for 
Capitals fans to fondly recall braining the Atlanta Thrashers 
over and over again.) 

Well, the Panthers rarely served as “rivals” for the Capitals 
during the days of the Southleast, but they were neighbors 
for quite some time. So, it might feel a bit quaint to Alex 
Ovechkin to see a potent Panthers team (8-0-1) face his 
Capitals crew, which is still chugging along (5-1-3). 

Sure, the Panthers are grasping for normalcy as much as 
they’re trying to prove their supremacy. Even so, they’ll likely 
be motivated to face a Caps team they very well might meet 
in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Just another chance to 
prove that they’re not the same cuddly Cats Ovechkin’s 
Capitals dominated time and time again back in those 
Southeast days. 

Wednesday’s NHL scores 

Oilers 5, Predators 2 
Hurricanes 4, Blackhawks 3 
Blue Jackets 5, Avalanche 4 (OT) 
Kings 3, Blues 2 (SO) 
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Jarvis’ first NHL goal helps propel Canes’ comeback 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Canes’ Train just keeps on rolling. 

No matter the score and no matter how much adversity they 
face, the Hurricanes just keep on chugging along and it has 
led them to a 9-0-0 start, one game shy of the all-time NHL 
record for the best start to a season. 

Just like in the first meeting between the two teams, it didn’t 
take long for the scoring to get off the ground. 

It was Chicago — yet again — striking first after a high flip 
through the neutral zone landed perfectly for Alex DeBrincat 
to split the Hurricanes’ defense and shoot it home past 
Frederik Andersen.  

DeBrincat has become the latest Carolina Killer as the young 
forward has 13 goals and 18 points in just 16 career games 
against the Hurricanes, so luckily for the Hurricanes, Chicago 
is back out in the Western Conference this year. 

But the lead was short lived as the Canes came storming 
back after a successful penalty kill led to the ice tilting to the 
other end. 

Seth Jarvis won the offensive zone faceoff and the puck 
worked its way behind the net, where Andrei Svechnikov 
picked it up, took it around the boards and sent it to the slot 
where Tony DeAngelo got it and laid up the perfect one-
touch pass to Derek Stepan for the shot into the empty net. 

Tic-tac-goal! pic.twitter.com/hcocVWu6IO 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) November 4, 2021  

The momentum kept carrying for Carolina as they shook off 
the sluggish start and started to pile on the chances. 

But whatever magic they had going in the back half of the 
first period, they lost it in the intermission.  

Less than three minutes into the second period, the 
Blackhawks sprung a 3-on-1 rush, that Stepan made a great 
backcheck on to break up, but Chicago kept the zone and 
Patrick Kane found a soft spot in coverage, deflecting a shot 
from the blueline in. 

Soon after that, Brett Pesce went down hard into the boards 
and, while he seemed to shake it off for a few shifts, he 
would not return in the third period. 

His status remains unknown. 

Piling it on, not long after that blow, Brady Skjei did just 
about everything wrong that he possibly could do as Mike 
Hardman bullied him one-on-one up the ice and eventually it 
was none other than DeBrincat who finished the chance into 
an open net. 

BA DA BING BA DA BOOM part II 
pic.twitter.com/UGwDueGW0B 

— Chicago Blackhawks (@NHLBlackhawks) November 4, 
2021  

If the first few shell shocks weren’t enough, that final one got 
the Canes back into the game.  

After a few good chances, it was Seth Jarvis off to the races 
on a breakaway where he managed to beat Marc-Andre 
Fleury through the five-hole for his first career NHL goal. 

Seth Jarvis gets his first!! pic.twitter.com/TTEx6V3fMO 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) November 4, 2021  

This is when the comeback started to get rolling. 

For two periods, the Hurricanes had started flat, but, as they 
say, the third time was the charm and 17 seconds into the 
final frame, Jesper Fast tied the game. 

Quickie with a quickie!! pic.twitter.com/fdL5bKJCwD 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) November 4, 2021  

A few minutes later, Carolina was leading after Fleury 
couldn’t get enough on a Martin Necas blast from the faceoff 
dot. 

This. Team. pic.twitter.com/lpsA9MnQoc 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) November 4, 2021  

It got choppy from there as the Canes had to kill off three 
straight penalties including a four-minute infraction in the 
final five minutes of play, but Carolina’s kill came up big as 
the team held on to extend their winning streak to nine 
straight. 

The team will continue on its road trip as it heads down south 
for a meeting with both the Florida Panthers on Saturday at 6 
p.m. and the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
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They Said It: Stepan, Jarvis, Brind’Amour talk about the win in Chicago 

By Ryan Henkel and Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes got their toughest test of the season 
on Wednesday night in Chicago, but three unanswered goals 
and a huge late penalty kill helped guide them to a 4-3 road 
win. 

The win improved the team to 9-0 on the year, which has 
them tied for the second-best start to a season in NHL 
history. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Derek Stepan, and Seth Jarvis spoke to 
the media after the win. Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the penalty kill: Obviously, it was the game. I think we 
killed eight minutes in the third. That’s way too much to give 
that team. They had their looks, but our goalie was good. 
Freddie made some saves. I thought we had some huge 
blocks. That was obviously a crucial point of the game and 
they came up big. 

On his overall assessment: We weren’t great in the first two 
periods, that’s for sure. Felt like we were just kind of going 
along with the game. Certainly weren’t playing our game the 
way we needed to. It showed because we were down going 
into the third period. But we got to it for the majority of that 
third period — except for the penalties. I mean the high-
sticking one was a tough one. I didn’t like the Ian Cole one. I 
thought he made a great box out on a shot tip, but you’ve got 
to kill them when you get in those situations and that was the 
difference in the game. Overall, it was a good win, but it 
wasn’t a great first two periods for us. 

On what it tells him about this group: It was a good response. 
We knew coming in that it was going to be a tough one and 
like I said, it wasn’t a terrible first couple of periods. We kind 
of gave them the second one on a weird play and really even 
the first one I didn’t like how we handled that, but the guys 
dug in. That’s all I can tell you. You’re not always going to 
come out with those types of results, but it was a great effort 
at the end for sure. 

On the fourth line: They were really good. Solid the whole 
game. I get a little harsh. We weren’t that bad, we just 
weren’t good. We were just going along with it, but they were 
good. That line was solid and it was great to see Jarvis get 
that one. Got kind of lucky that it went in, but a hell of a job to 
take off and get some separation on the d-man. Really happy 
for the kid. 

On Frederik Andersen locking in after the third goal: Well you 
couldn’t fault him on any of the goals. Kind of left him out to 
dry on those ones, but like I said, the penalty kill — and he’s 
a huge part of that — at the end of the game was the 
difference. He made that one save that was lights out. He’s 
been great. 

On Sebastian Aho: He was really good. Especially on the kill 
I thought he was exceptional. He had a couple of chances at 
the end there where he had a grade-A. He was also 
instrumental on the game-winning goal. Just buying time 
holding onto it and he made a great play. Can’t say enough 

good things about him. He’s tremendous and I’m very 
fortunate to get to coach this kid. 

On upcoming games against Florida and Tampa Bay: 
Obviously, Florida is as good as they come and has been for 
a bit here. We played them a lot last year so we know what 
we’re getting there. That’s going to be a tough one. We know 
that. You look forward to it too. We have some injuries now 
that I’m a little bit concerned about. That’s going to be 
interesting, how that all shakes out. But the games just keep 
coming and they’re always tough. 

On Brett Pesce’s status: Well he didn’t come back after the 
second so I’m not sure. Haven’t even found out. I know he 
played a couple shifts, so that’s good, but he didn’t come 
back in the third. We’ll have to see on that one. 

On Seth Jarvis’ goal: Twenty years from now, he’s going to 
be telling someone about that and there’s probably going to 
be a little different finish on it, but for a young kid to come in 
and have awesome memories from his first game with his 
family there and then this game, scoring on Marc-Andre 
Fleury, that’s a pretty special first goal and a big one at that. 
This kid’s done everything we’ve asked him to and I’m happy 
for him. 

Derek Stepan 

On Jarvis’ first NHL goal and the importance of the fourth 
line: It’s a goal that says a lot about the talent he has. His 
ability to skate and his breakaway speed. That’s rare to find. 
He makes a great play and a good read. It started in his own 
end, which is a big part of this thing, and he was able to 
make offense out of it. High-level talent and a high-level goal. 
Me, [Lorentz], and [Jarvis], our job is to do that. When things 
aren’t going well, that our line is always on and always doing 
things the right way to build momentum so our big boys can 
take over. 

On how the Hurricanes clawed back and won: Throughout a 
season, you have to be able to win in a bunch of different 
ways. Tonight was a different way to win a hockey game. I 
thought that we didn’t have our A stuff for half the game. 
Give the Blackhawks credit, they were playing hard. We 
weren’t as sharp as we wanted to be, but we came out and 
competed hard in the third period. We got two good goals, 
and the biggest part of the game was the four-minute kill with 
five minutes left. Those four killers did a fantastic job. 

On what was being said on the bench during that late penalty 
kill: Just gotta dig in. It’s the penalty killers’ jobs to make sure 
that, in situations like that, they come up big. That’s exactly 
what they did. That’s a very good power play over there. 
Give those guys a lot of credit who hung in there. And the 
most important thing in a penalty kill is our goaltender, and 
when he needed to make some saves, he made some giant 
ones there at the end. That’s what good teams do. 

On if DeAngelo’s assist was an intentional one-touch pass or 
a deflection: I’m going to give Tony all the credit in the world. 
He totally saw me, and he meant to pass it. You might have 
to ask him and he can tell you the real truth, but I’m going to 
say it was a set pass. 
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On his offense starting to come along: I said it in between 
periods, but my game is coming. I’m getting more and more 
comfortable in the system. I’m getting more and more 
comfortable with the guys. I really like the direction I’m going. 
I want to be able to provide that in the role that I’m in and be 
able to do that on a nightly basis and be consistent with it. It 
takes hard work and two really good linemates. Obviously, 
[Jarvis] has been fun to be with, and I hope the kid likes me. 

Seth Jarvis 

On his excitement after scoring his first NHL goal: I was 
super excited. Last game against Arizona, I came really 
close and it went off of the d-man’s foot. It’s nice to get one 
tonight, especially against Marc-Andre Fleury. I grew up 
watching him, grew up idolizing him, so to get one against 
him means a little more. 

On what he’ll remember most from this moment: Like I said, 
it being on Marc-Andre Fleury and it being in Chicago, it’s an 
iconic rink, so it’s fun to do it here. And doing it with my 
linemates. Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz are two great 

players and I wouldn’t have the success I’ve had without 
them. 

On Brind’Amour’s message to the team between the second 
and third periods: Just that we have to get back to our game 
plan. I think we got away from it for a little bit. We strung a 
couple of good shifts together and then we’d have an iffy 
one, so it’s tough to get a little bit of momentum. He said to 
just keep it simple and stick to the game plan and sometimes 
you have to pull out a gritty win. 

On if his Kucherov-like goal was on purpose or just an 
accident: Well, for the sake of this, I’m going to say it was on 
purpose, but I can’t say that very confidently. 

On the late penalty kill: That won us the game. We got into a 
little bit of penalty trouble. Unfortunately, we got that four-
minute penalty there with four or five minutes to play. A lot of 
stuff can happen, then it went to a 6-on-4. The guys made 
huge blocks, Freddie a couple of big saves. It was a really 
gutsy effort by those guys.
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Jarvis goal sparks Canes to comeback win in Chicago  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Center Seth Jarvis’ first NHL goal was the first of three 
unanswered scores by the Carolina Hurricanes in their 
come-from-behind win on the road against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Wednesday, Nov. 3. 

The Canes (9-0-0) faced the potential of their first loss of the 
season when the Blackhawks (1-8-2) took a 3-1 lead near 
the halfway point. Left wing Alex DeBrincat scored his sixth 
goal of the season and second of the game, getting a shot 
past Canes goalkeeper Frederik Andersen with 11:36 left in 
the second period. 

A pair of goals by right wing Jesper Fast and center Martin 
Necas early in the third period completed the comeback, but 
it all started with Jarvis’ goal. The 19-year-old rookie was 
especially jazzed to score his first goal off of Chicago 
goalkeeper Marc-Andre Fleury, just like Jarvis dreamed of 
doing in his childhood. 

“I grew up doing that,” Jarvis said. “I think I imagined myself 
scoring on every goalie in the NHL, Marc-Andre and all those 
guys.” 

Even after Necas’ goal made it 4-3, the Hurricanes did 
themselves no favors down the stretch, giving Chicago three 
power plays on eight PIM in the final period. A double minor 
for high sticking called on defender Ethan Bear with 5:26 left 
to play signaled four crucial minutes for the Canes’ penalty 
kill. 

Chicago upped the stakes when it pulled Fleury off the ice 
during the last power play for a 6-on-4 advantage. The 
Canes’ PK stepped up the challenge however, stifling the 
Blackhawks’ power play to stave off the tying goal and seal 
the victory. 

“It's the penalty killers' jobs to make sure, in a situation like 
this, that they come up big,” said center Derek Stepan. 
“That's exactly what they did. And obviously, the most 
important thing on a penalty kill is our goaltender. When he 
needed to make some saves, he made some giant ones 
there at the end. That's what good teams do.” 

Although they were able to pull off the comeback win, it 
seemed peculiar that the Canes found themselves down 3-2 
after the second intermission despite outshooting the 
Blackhawks 25-18 over the first two periods. Head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour didn’t blame Andersen for any of the three 
Chicago goals, however, simply citing some bad luck. 

“You couldn't fault him for any of those goals,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The puck kind of left him out to dry on those ones.” 

The Hurricanes defense will have little margin for such errors 
in their next game, a showdown against the Florida Panthers 
on the road. The Panthers currently sit atop the Atlantic 
division at 8-0-1, although they have a game against the 
Washington Capitals on Thursday before they can start 
preparing for Carolina. Still, Brind’Amour is well aware of the 
quality that Florida brings to the ice. 

“Florida's as good as they come, and have been for a few 
years,” Brind’Amour said. “We played them a lot last year, 
we know what we're getting there. That's gonna be a tough 
one.” 

The Hurricanes’ matchup against the Florida Panthers is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255529771.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/jarvis-scores-1st-nhl-goal-to-start-rally-hurricanes-get-to-9-0-0-with-win-in-chicago/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-back-at-it-in-chicago/19960491/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-rally-come-from-behind-to-take-down-chicago/c-327553468 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-game-recap/c-327291980 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-chicago-patrick-kane-hockey-6edb335acf8f316e652799597bdd08cc 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-chicago-patrick-kane-hockey-b2b7283dc2c8533721c6f079b4b5052e 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-come-from-behind-to-beat-blackhawks-4-3-and-stay-perfect/19961210/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/04/nhl-rink-wrap-hurricanes-stay-undefeated-draisaitl-on-fire/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/3/22762823/carolina-hurricanes-seth-jarvis-first-nhl-goal-helps-propel-comeback 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/4/22762853/they-said-it-derek-stepan-seth-jarvis-rod-brindamour-talk-about-win-in-chicago-carolina-

hurricanes 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/jarvis-goal-sparks-canes-to-comeback-win-in-chicago/article_c54d875c-3d24-11ec-bde1-

fb6ceec967a0.html 
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Still perfect! Seth Jarvis gets first goal as Hurricanes beat Blackhawks to 
move to 9-0 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still undefeated, still the only unbeaten team 
in the NHL. 

But it took a comeback to fight past the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Wednesday. It took grit, and timely scores, and relentless penalty killing. 
And big goal from a rookie, Seth Jarvis. 

The Canes made it nine straight wins to start the season, one shy of the 
NHL record, with a 4-3 victory over the Blackhawks at the United Center. 

“Throughout a season you’ve got to be able to win in a lot of different 
ways, and tonight was a different way to win a hockey game,” said Canes 
center Derek Stepan, who had a goal and assist in being named the 
game’s first star. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen was a winner for the eighth time this season, 
making 27 saves, and the Canes had to kill off a double-minor high-
sticking penalty on defenseman Ethan Bear late in regulation to nail 
down the victory. The Canes were missing defenseman Brett Pesce, who 
missed the third period with an injury, but got the hard work done. 

“You’ve got to kill ‘em when you get in those situations and that was the 
difference in the game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The guys 
dug in, that’s all I can tell you. It was a great effort at the end.” 

The Blackhawks (1-8-2), coming off their first win of the season, pulled 
goalie Marc-Andre Fleury for a sixth attacker on the late power play. But 
Andersen stood firm in net, making 12 saves in the third, including two on 
Patrick Kane in the final minute of regulation. 

Jesper Fast scored 17 seconds into the third period to tie the game at 3-3 
and Martin Necas buried a shot at 3:26 as the Canes, with a strong push, 
jumped ahead early in the final period as the Necas goal proved to be the 
winner.. 

“It was a good response for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “We knew coming in 
it would be a tough one.” 

The Blackhawks had used two goals by Alex DeBrincat and another by 
Kane to take 3-1 lead in the second period. But the Canes would turn to 
a rookie to start a comeback. 

Jarvis, in his second NHL game, scored his first NHL goal — and it was a 
keeper. Jarvis got in front of defenseman Erik Gustafsson breaking in on 
the net and beat Fleury with a five-hole shot. 

Mark it down: Jarvis, 12:50 of the second period, even strength, first goal. 
And against the 2021 Vezina Trophy winner and a future Hall of Famer. 

“High-level talent and a high-level goal,” Stepan said of Jarvis. 

The Canes’ fourth line supplied Carolina’s first two goals as Stepan 
scored in the first period. Stepan almost scored again in the first after a 
between-the-legs pass from Jarvis, and later assisted on the Jarvis goal. 

“They were solid the whole game,” Brind’Amour said. “That line was 
solid. And it was great to see ‘Jarvy’ get that one (goal).” 

Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of assists for the Canes, setting up the 
Fast goal in the third. Necas scored from the right circle off a Sebastian 
Aho pass as Fleury failed to seal the post. 
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The Canes killed off eight penalty minutes in the third as Chicago 
finished 0-5 on the power play for the game. 

“That’s way too much to give that team,” Brind’Amour said. “But Freddie 
was good, we made some huge blocks.” 

DeBrincat continued to torment the Canes with his 12th and 13th career 
goals against Carolina. 

On the first, Svechnikov misjudged a flipped pass in the neutral zone, 
allowing DeBrincat to break in alone to beat Andersen. On the second, 
the Blackhawks’ Mike Hardman blocked a shot by defenseman Brady 
Skjei and then stripped the puck from Skeji at the Carolina blue line. 
Philipp Kurashev found DeBrincat cruising in for the score. 

The two DeBrincat goals were sandwiched around Kane’s fourth in two 
games since returning from COVID-19 protocol, on a redirection of a 
Riley Stillman shot from the point. 

The Canes killed off a Svechnikov penalty in the first and tied the score 
1-1. Svechnikov’s pass off the wall found Tony DeAngelo in the slot and 
DeAngelo’s got the puck to an open Stepan for his second goal in as 
many games. 

The Canes ripped the Blackhawks 6-3 last week at PNC Arena as 
Chicago fell to 0-7-2. But Kane returned from COVID-19 protocol Monday 
against Ottawa, energizing his team with a hat trick and four-point night. 

“Maybe we didn’t have our A stuff for half the game (but) give the 
Blackhawks credit, they were playing hard,” Stepan said. “I thought we 
were maybe not as sharp as we wanted to be but we came out and 
competed really hard in the third period and scored two big goals, and 
then the biggest part of the game is the four-minute (penalty) kill with five 
minutes left. Those killers did a fantastic job.” 
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Andrew Brunette’s goal: Keep Panthers on Stanley Cup path. Why he’s 
the right guy for the job 

 

Jordan McPherson, David Wilson 

 

Andrew Brunette is a hockey lifer. That was always the dream as a kid 
growing up in northern Ontario, and Brunette is living it. 

He has a 15-plus year NHL career with more than 1,100 games played to 
his name, to go along with nearly a decade in front-office and coaching 
roles once he retired from playing after the 2011-2012 season. 

But as he takes on his newest and most high-profile challenge of his 
hockey career — interim head coach of the Florida Panthers — Brunette 
is trying to stay out of the spotlight. 

“It’s not really about me,” said Brunette, 48. “It’s about this group. I just 
want to keep it that way right now. They’ve been through a lot.” 

It has been almost a week since Brunette was thrust into this job, taking 
over after Joel Quenneville resigned over his role in the mishandling of a 
2010 sexual assault allegation made by a former player against an 
assistant coach while Quenneville was the head coach of the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

“Last week was a very physical week,” Brunette said, “but a tiring mental 
week, too.” 

The whirlwind has since started to slow down. Since returning to South 
Florida on Saturday night, the team has held two practices and had two 

days off during the past four days — including a Halloween party Sunday 
for players and their significant others. It has been the first true 
opportunity to reset the focus, shift the attention back to what’s 
happening on the ice. 

“Hopefully,” Brunette said, “this is a step to getting to the new normal. 
We’ll see.” 

How long Brunette has the role remains uncertain. Brunette twice has 
said his job title as interim coach is “day-to-day.” General manager Bill 
Zito last week said the Panthers are “not going to rush out and chase 
anything for the wrong reasons at the wrong time.” 

“We’re going to take our time and go through the process,” Zito said in an 
interview Friday with ESPN prior to the Panthers’ game against the 
Detroit Red Wings, Brunette’s first as interim coach. “For now, Andrew 
Brunette is the interim coach, and I can’t really tell you what the temporal 
scope is other than that honestly.” 

He has kept the Panthers upright through his first week, with Florida 
splitting its first two games under his watch, both on the road. The 
Panthers beat the Red Wings 3-2 in overtime on Friday before falling in a 
shootout to the Boston Bruins on Saturday — Florida’s first loss this 
season after starting with a franchise-record eight consecutive victories. 

Brunette’s first home game as interim coach is Thursday against the 
Washington Capitals (5-1-3) at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise. A home game 
with the Carolina Hurricanes, undefeated entering Wednesday, follows 
on Saturday. They will serve as the latest tests on the ice for a team that 
has been tested off the ice for the past week. 

Brunette’s goal at this point remains simple: Keep the Panthers on their 
current trajectory, one that has them trending toward being favorites to 
win their first-ever Stanley Cup. 

“It’s their team,” Brunette said. “Your leaders are your core group and 
they’re the ones that run your team.” 

So far, so good on that front. Panthers players have embraced Brunette 
as he takes over head coaching duties. 

“He’s one of the smartest hockey guys I have ever been around,” captain 
and star center Aleksander Barkov said. 

“He’s been a great leader,” added defenseman MacKenzie Weegar, “a 
guy that can really step into the room through this tough time.” 

But, perhaps most importantly in this moment, Brunette is a familiar 
voice. 

He is in his third season with the Panthers after being hired by 
Quenneville prior to the 2019-2020 season. He has played a prominent 
role in coaching the team’s power play drills and had been a vocal 
presence on the ice during his tenure to this point. 

“I think it helps us. It also helps him that he’s been here,” Barkov said. 
“He knows all the guys. He knows all the systems, so we didn’t change 
anything. We just keep playing hard and smart and trying to win games. 
We’ve been doing that.” 

In addition to the 8-0-1 record that has them atop the Atlantic Division 
through the first month of the season, the Panthers are fourth in the 
league in goals scored per game (4.00), second in goals allowed per 
game (1.89), rank ninth in penalty kill efficiency (86.1 percent) and have 
arguably the top goaltending duo early in the season in Sergei Bobrovsky 
and Spencer Knight. Fourteen players have scored at least one goal and 
six players have found the back of the net at least three times through 
the team’s first nine games. 

“I love the way we’re playing,” Brunette said. “I love the way we’re 
competing. So I think, for me, the focus is just on recharging the battery a 
little bit and going back to work. It’ll just keep moving forward. I think 
we’ve done a lot of good things. I think we can tidy up some areas, but 
for the most part, you can’t really complain.” 

‘A grounded guy’ 
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“Day-to-day” has always worked well for Brunette. It’s how he went from 
seventh-round pick in the 1993 NHL Entry Draft to more than 15 years of 
playing at the sport’s highest level. 

He was never anything close to an NHL All-Star. He only even scored 
more than a point per game once in his career. Brunette’s skill was 
always his ability to fit in. From 2002-2009, Brunette played in 509 
consecutive games — tied for the 22nd longest streak in NHL history — 
despite changing teams twice. In his last 10 seasons, he missed a total 
of seven games. 

Those 1,110 games — the 187th most in NHL history — were far from 
guaranteed. When the Capitals picked him in the back half of the 1993 
NHL Draft, Brunette weighed going back to the Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL) and playing as an over-age player to continue his development. 
Barry Trotz talked him out of it. 

Trotz, who’s now the coach of the New York Islanders and has the third 
most wins in NHL history, was coach of Washington’s American Hockey 
League affiliate at the time and convinced Brunette to sign a two-way 
deal, which would let him bounce back and forth between AHL 
Providence and ECHL Hampton Roads. His instincts were spectacular — 
he did lead the OHL in scoring in his final year and Trotz said, “He’s one 
of the best guys I’ve ever seen from the top of the circles to the net and 
the goal line” — but the 6-foot-1, 212-pound left wing needed to improve 
his skating and conditioning. For five years, he mostly toiled in the 
minors, playing a total of 62 games for the Capitals, before Trotz helped 
give him another break. 

The Nashville Predators entered the NHL in 1998 with former 
Washington general manager David Poile as their GM and Trotz as their 
coach. They took Brunette from the Capitals in the 1998 NHL Expansion 
Draft and Trotz made him a full-time NHL player for the first time. 

“He’s a guy that has had to work at the hard-work part of the game, the 
things that don’t take a lot of talent. He worked at that,” Trotz said. “One 
of my favorite players I’ve ever coached because he’s a grounded guy.” 

In Nashville, they nicknamed him “Rudy” — after Rudy Ruettiger — and 
Brunette’s NHL life truly began. 

He scored 268 goals and logged 465 assists in his career. He scored his 
first goal against Florida in 1996 and was the last player to score on 
legendary goaltender Patrick Roy, doing so in overtime of a Game 7 in 
the first round of the 2003 Stanley Cup playoffs. Brunette was captain of 
the Minnesota Wild on four separate occasions. 

“For me,” Brunette said, “it was just show up to work every day and see 
what happens.” 

He played for six teams and his share of top NHL coaches, and took 
away “a little bit from all of them.” 

His final two seasons with the Capitals were played under Ron Wilson, 
who twice coached the United States’ Olympics team. Brunette called 
him a “really smart guy, a really good hockey mind.” 

He played two stints for Jacques Lemaire with the Wild, and gained a 
deeper understanding of “the X’s and O’s in the game” from the Hall of 
Fame player and Stanley Cup-winning coach. 

He’ll forever be tied to Quenneville because of the circumstances of his 
promotion, but he also played for Quenneville twice with the Colorado 
Avalanche and Blackhawks. Quenneville also plucked Brunette out of 
Minnesota, where he had been an assistant general manager, to make 
him part of his Panthers staff in 2019. 

As for the impact of Quenneville, who has the second most wins in NHL 
history, on Brunette’s career? He didn’t want to discuss that. 

“We probably shouldn’t be… I’m gonna leave that one there,” Brunette 
said. 

‘The game’s better than that’ 

Quenneville’s resignation is the reason Brunette is in the spot he’s in 
right now. 

It all stems back from actions — or, rather, inactions — from more than a 
decade ago. 

An investigation done by Chicago-based law firm Jenner & Block was 
made public on Oct. 26 and detailed a 2010 meeting of “senior club 
management” after a player alleged sexual assault by then-Blackhawks 
video coach Brad Aldrich. The meeting, according to the report, took 
place after the Blackhawks beat the San Jose Sharks to advance to the 
2010 Stanley Cup Finals. 

Quenneville had previously denied knowing about the allegations, saying 
in a statement to the Associated Press in July that he “first learned of 
these allegations through the media earlier this summer.” 

But Kyle Beach, who was previously unnamed in the report but revealed 
himself as the accuser in an interview with The Sports Network’s 
SportsCentre one day after the report became public, asserted 
Quenneville knew about his allegation. 

“There’s absolutely no way that [Quenneville] can deny knowing it,” 
Beach said in the interview. 

Quenneville coached the Panthers’ game against the Bruins on Oct. 27 
that started about an hour after Beach’s interview aired, met with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman on Thursday afternoon in New York and 
handed in his resignation shortly afterward. The Panthers then tabbed 
Brunette as their interim coach. 

“Whatever conversations I had with Joel and [Panthers owner] Vinnie 
Viola had with Joel, Joel ultimately concluded the most sensible course 
of action was for him to resign,” Bettman said Monday, declining to say if 
a framework of a potential suspension or NHL discipline was presented 
to Quenneville during that in-person meeting. 

Brunette called the revelations from the investigation “a sad day for the 
game of hockey.” 

“We’re better than that. The game’s better than that,” Brunette said. 
“Hopefully, we learn this time.” 

These are, of course, not the circumstances by which Brunette expected 
to get his first head job. They might, however, be the circumstances he’s 
best equipped for. 

Florida has been a juggernaut so far — the best team in the NHL — and, 
on the ice, Brunette just needs to keep the ship on course. Off the ice, he 
has the demeanor to guide the Panthers through an unprecedented 
circumstance. 

“I can tell you this: Andrew Brunette is genuine,” Trotz said. “He always 
comes to the rink with a smile on your face. He can make you laugh. … 
With all that’s happened in Florida, he might be the right guy for them, for 
sure, because you need someone that has the compassion that Bruno 
does.” 

Florida Panthers center Eetu Luostarinen (27) is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a goal against the Boston Bruin during the 
second period of an NHL game at the FLA Live Arena on Wednesday, 
October 27, 2021 in Sunrise, Fl. David Santiago 
dsantiago@miamiherald.com 

‘The focus is on hockey’ 

Through it all, the Panthers still understand the task at hand when they 
step on the ice. 

“When the puck drops,” Weegar said, “all the focus is on the hockey 
game and focusing on winning and playing our best hockey.” 

In addition to Brunette’s calming presence and steadfast demeanor, the 
Panthers’ veterans — a group that includes Barkov, Aaron Ekblad, 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Patrick Hornqvist and Joe Thornton — have 
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helped maintain the status quo in the dressing room while they adapt to 
the change that came their way. 

“Obviously it’s been a tough challenge for us here the last week or so,” 
Weegar said. “It really showed us how close we are. We’re a good group 
in there. We like being together.” 

They also like the winning ways that came from the first month of the 
season. Even though their streak ended Saturday, only eight NHL teams 
ever have started a season with eight straight wins. They hope it’s a sign 
of things to come. 

”It’s all about getting off to a good start,’’ Barkov said. “We need a good 
start because by the end, everyone is going to be playing good. “Good 
teams play really good at the start, too. We played hard right from the 
start. We had a good training camp and we’re going to keep building from 
this. It’s still early, but we want to keep building, keep getting better.” 

The next test comes Thursday against the Capitals. Brunette will be 
behind the bench again, helping maintain the status quo while keeping 
the focus on the players. 

“They expect [to be] where they’re at,” Brunette said. “They expect that of 
themselves. I see no real difference. Just keep it going.” 

This story was originally published November 3, 2021 4:03 PM. 
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Florida Panthers Prospects: Sourdif, Schwindt shine to end October 

 

By Colby Guy4-5 minutes 11/3/2021 

 

As the calendar shifted to November, another month has passed for the 
prospects in the Florida Panthers system. 

The biggest impact this week came from 2020 third-round pick Justin 
Sourdif of the WHL’s Vancouver Giants. 

Playing in just one game this week — a 7-2 win against the Kelowna 
Rockets — Sourdif had two goals and two assists. 

His goals both came on special teams, with one of them being on the 
power play and another one coming on the penalty kill. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

Sourdif has been one of the WHL’s top players through the first month of 
the season, tying for 27th in points (11) and 30th in assists (seven) 
through his first six games despite playing four fewer games than the 
league’s leading scorer. 

He also leads the Giants in assists and points. 

Over the first month of the season, Sourdif has developed into a solid 
defensive forward who can play big minutes on the penalty kill. He’s able 
to break up passing lanes and turn them into offensive chances, much 
like Sasha Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau have for the Panthers this 
season. 

It seems like Florida’s bread-and-butter as of late has been finding 
defensive forwards. 

Just look at the emergence of Anton Lundell (drafted in 2020) and Eetu 
Luostarinen (acquired in Vincent Trocheck trade). Sourdif looks similar. 

CHECKERS UPDATE 

The Panthers’ AHL affiliate, the Charlotte Checkers, went 1-2-0 over the 
weekend in a trip to New England, with Cole Schwindt leading the 
charge. 

After having no points through the first four games of the season, 
Schwindt had his best week so far, scoring two goals and an assist — 
including a goal and an assist in the Checkers’ 3-2 win over the Hartford 
Wolfpack on Saturday. 

Maxim Mamin (called up to Florida on Tuesday) shouldered a lot of 
Charlotte’s offense in a 4-3 loss to the Providence Bruins as well on 
Friday. 

He had an assist on Grigori Denisenko’s beauty of a goal to open the 
night and finished the night with yet another goal. 

Most notably, 2017 third-round pick and top defense prospect Max 
Gildon missed two of the three games this weekend as a healthy scratch, 
only playing in Friday’s game. 

Another notable defenseman, Matt Kiersted, who has made appearances 
in the NHL this year, registered two assists and three games. Undrafted 
forward prospect Henry Bowlby also scored his first AHL goal on Friday. 

The Checkers return to North Carolina this weekend for a back-to-back 
with the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. Satruday’s game will start at 6 p.m. 
while Sunday will start at 1. 

  Games Played Goals Assists Points 

C Justin Sourdif 

(WHL, Vancouver Giants) 1 2 2 4 

D Mike Benning 

(NCAA, University of Denver) 0 0 0 0 

C Aleksi Saarela 

(NL, SCL Tigers) 3 2 0 2 

C Mackie Samoskevich 

(NCAA, University of Michigan) 2 1 0 1 

D Carter Berger 

(NCAA, University of Connecticut) 2 0 0
 0 

D Tyler Inamoto 

(NCAA, University of Wisconsin) 0 0 0 0 

C Owen Lindmark 

(NCAA University of Wisconsin) 0 0 0 0 

D Braden Hache 

(OHL, Kingston Frontenacs) 2 0 0 0 

D Cole Krygier 

(NCAA, Michigan State University) 1 0 0
 0 

D Kasper Puutio 

(Liiga, KalPa) 1 0 0 0 

D Santtu Kinnunen 

(Liiga, Tappara) 3 0 1 1 

C Aleksi Heponiemi 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 0 0 0 

LW Grigori Denisenko 
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(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 1 0 0 

D Max Gildon 

(AHL Charlotte Checkers) 1 0 0 0 

D Lucas Carlsson 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 0 2 2 

RW Serron Noel 

(AHL Charlotte Checkers) 3 1 1 2 

C Logan Hutsko 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 1 1 2 

D Matt Kiersted 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 1 0 1 

RW Cole Schwindt 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 2 1 3 

C Henry Bowlby 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 1 0 1 

LW Maxim Mamin 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 3 2 1 3 
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Gus Forsling: Florida’s offensive defenseman 

 

By Colby Guy 

 

After being picked up off waivers last January, Gus Forsling has been 
one of the most reliable players on the Florida Panthers. 

In starting the 2021-22 season, he has taken his game to another level. 

Forsling’s seven assists this season tie him for ninth in points and fourth 
in assists among NHL defensemen this season. 

“That’s how we want to play,” Forsling said of generating offense from 
the blueline. “We want to be a threat in the rushes, so if we keep doing 
that, we will be a threat.” 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

The 25-year-old had five goals and 17 points in 43 games during his first 
season in Sunrise — an eight-point improvement from his previous NHL 
in Chicago in 2018-19. 

“I wanted to do the same things I did to end off last year,” Forsling said. “I 
played pretty good the whole season pretty much and I’m just trying to do 
the same as last year.” 

Forsling was paired with MacKenzie Weegar after Aaron Ekblad went 
down with a fractured leg in late February. 

During the time he was paired with Weegar, he ranked 24th among 
defensemen in points (12), 20th in assists from a blueliner (nine), and 
eighth in the entire NHL in plus/minus (+16.) 

“He’s obviously had a great start to the season,” Weegar said. “Last year, 
he stepped in and his skating is pretty noticeable out there. He’s a great 
skater. 

“This year, I think he’s just more comfortable. I think there’s more 
familiarity around the room, knowing the coaching staff and knowing our 
systems a little bit more just makes him excel more. He’s really shown 
that this year.” 

Forsling has been paired with Radko Gudas this season. Gudas brings a 
physical style of play alongside Forsling’s finesse and speed-based 
game and it has worked out well for the Panthers. 

“I think it’s been going good,” Forsling said, when asked about playing 
with Gudas. “He’s a super nice guy, he’s super easy to talk to on and off 
the ice.” 

Forsling is a guy who can drive play and start breakouts, and it shows. 

He currently leads the league in secondary assists with seven, a lot of 
those come from some of his swift breakout passes to start a rush. He’s 
also a threat to take the puck away while also being safe with the puck, 
being tied for eighth in the NHL with 10 takeaways while only giving up 
the puck eight times. 

The Panthers might not play again until Thursday, but they have a tough 
road ahead with the 5-0-3 Washington Captials and the 8-0-0 Carolina 
Hurricanes making visits to Sunrise this week. 

“We got two big games coming up against two good teams, so we just 
have to stay ready,” Forsling said. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Did not play 
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Lightning’s Alex Killorn, Anthony Cirelli an inseparable pair that has made 
line shuffling pay off 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning have won three straight games, and it’s no 
coincidence that their streak began right after coach Jon Cooper shuffled 
his top two lines. 

The moves have rejuvenated the offense, which has scored 13 goals 
over its past three games. Seven have come from the new top line of 
Alex Killorn, Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli. 

Killorn, playing in his 10th NHL season at age 32, has been a mentor to 
the 24-year-old Cirelli, who made his Lightning debut in 2017-18. Their 
blue-collar games closely resemble each other’s. They hustle up and 
down the ice, establish the forecheck and win puck battles. 

They have been a good fit with Point, who can utilize his skill and speed 
knowing he has two of the team’s most responsible wings who can raise 
the tempo of play with their 200-foot games. 
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“With those two guys, they play the game the right way, and they work 
their tails off, and they’re always in good spots, and they’re always 
responsible defensively,” Point said after the Lightning’s 3-2 win over the 
Capitals on Monday night. “So they’re really fun to play with. I think the 
biggest thing is that they just work. So you’ve got to be working on that 
line. They’ve been getting rewarded for their work early in the season 
here.” 

It’s the predictability in Killorn’s and Cirelli’s games that Cooper 
appreciates most. 

“That doesn’t mean you’re playing a lesser game,” he said. “When you 
play predictable, it’s easier for everybody. And I think that’s the point 
(Point) is getting across. Predictable is good. We want our guys doing 
that. And then you throw in the skill and the work ethic — and (Killorn and 
Cirelli are) puck hounds, so they come up with a lot of retrievals — it 
really helps (Point) out.” 

But Killorn and Cirelli are different players. Killorn is the consummate 
power forward. Cirelli is a natural two-way center. They have been 
partners on the penalty kill and typically share the ice in 4-on-4 situations. 

When asked what makes the two mesh so well, Killorn said, “It’s tough to 
say.” 

“Just when you play with a guy that much, there’s just a chemistry that 
comes about, and typically when you’re playing with a guy that much, 
things are going somewhat well, so it’s been good,” he said. 

Point has points in each of his last three games, including the winning 
goal against Washington. Killorn has scored four of his team-high seven 
goals during that stretch, and Cirelli has a goal and two assists. 

The Lightning’s first goal against the Capitals was a good example of the 
way Killorn and Cirelli work together. 

Taking an offensive-zone faceoff in the left circle, Cirelli didn’t win 
possession initially, but his second effort got him the puck inside the 
circle. Cirelli and Killorn drove to the net, and Cirelli slid a pass across 
the crease that brought Capitals goalie Vitek Vanecek out for a failed 
poke check, leaving an opening for Killorn inside the far post. 

Cirelli scored the go-ahead goal later in the period on a power play. Point 
scored the eventual winner in the third. 

“(Killorn and Cirelli) both work extremely hard,” said captain Steven 
Stamkos. “They seem to be doing great with (Point). … I think we’ve got 
some good balance on our lines right now, and it’s been working.” 
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Lightning’s return to Toronto brings back fond bubble memories 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning’s trip to play the Maple Leafs on Thursday night 
is the first time they’ve been in Toronto since competing in the 2020 
playoff bubble. 

During their 41 days in that bubble, they were confined to Hotel X, the 
secured fields and restaurants next to it, and Scotiabank Arena. 

The Lightning have talked frequently about how they formed a bond while 
playing in the bubble. Isolated from family and friends, all they had were 
each other. 

They beat the Blue Jackets and Bruins in series in that bubble before 
relocating to Edmonton for the final two rounds of the playoffs, which 
ended with the first of Tampa Bay’s back-to-back Stanley Cup 
championships. 

“We’re not (staying) in Hotel X,” coach Jon Cooper said of this trip, “but 
we’ll have to stop by because there are a lot of fond memories of Toronto 
and Hotel X.” 

They’ll also have a better knowledge of Scotiabank Arena, where they 
played 13 games in the bubble — winning 10 — out of different locker 
rooms. 

“The Columbus games … we were in the Leafs’ room for that,” Cooper 
said. “That one I remember vividly. But it was that room, it was the 
visitors’ room, it was the Raptors’ room (they also were put into), and 
then they had like an auxiliary room in the back where we went to. 

“So there was no bias. Even the Leafs … didn’t get their own room the 
whole time. … So it was a different type of setup. So it will most definitely 
be different walking around that arena now, especially with fans back in 
the building.” 

Hedman, Cernak expected to play Thursday 

The absences of defensemen Victor Hedman and Erik Cernak from 
Tuesday’s practice raised concern about whether they had any lasting 
effects from hits they took from Capitals forward Tom Wilson during 
Monday’s 3-2 win. The Lightning said both players missed the session for 
body maintenance. Cooper sounded optimistic they would play Thursday. 

Wilson’s hits on Hedman and Cernak went uncalled. 

Wilson stole the puck from Hedman in the neutral zone, then ran his right 
elbow into Hedman’s face to create a breakaway opportunity. 

Following the final faceoff of the game, Wilson chopped the shaft of his 
stick down across Cernak’s arm. 

Quote of the day 

“He doesn’t pay any rent, but you know what, he is a pretty good 
roommate. I wanted to make fun of him and stuff. I want to give him a 
hard time, but he’s really good. He’s very quiet. He has the whole top 
floor of the house. If he has to take care of dinner or whatever, he’s pretty 
good about it.” 

— Forward Alex Killorn, on defenseman Andrej Sustr, who is living with 
Killorn this season. Killorn and Sustr came up together through the 
Lightning system, and Sustr returned to the team in the offseason after 
playing two seasons abroad. 
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Flyers’ Ryan Ellis, Penguins’ Sidney Crosby out for first ‘Battle of 
Pennsylvania’ of the season 

 

Giana Han 

 

While the Flyers again skated without defenseman, Ryan Ellis, news 
came out of Pittsburgh that both Penguins captain Sidney Crosby and 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin had tested positive for COVID-19. 
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Crosby, who is showing mild symptoms, had just made his season debut 
Saturday night following his recovery from wrist surgery. Dumoulin is 
asymptomatic. Neither was at practice Wednesday, and with the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocols, neither will be able to play against the Flyers on 
Thursday. 

Not the news we were hoping for. 

Coach Sullivan confirms that Sidney Crosby and Brian Dumoulin missed 
practice after testing positive for COVID-19. Both players are in the 
COVID protocol right now. 

The Penguins are already without forwards Evgeni Malkin and Bryan 
Rust because of injury. Defensemen Marcus Pettersson and Chad 
Ruhwedel tested positive on Oct. 30, and fellow defenseman Kris Letang 
just returned to the ice Monday following 10 days of isolation after testing 
positive. 

Flyers coach Alain Vigneault found out about Crosby and Dumoulin when 
he spoke to the media after practice. He said that doesn’t change their 
own plan, especially since players can test again to make sure the 
results aren’t false positives. The Flyers are just focused on their own 
game plan. 

“We’re like any other team in the league,” Vigneault said. “We have a 
lineup available, and they have a lineup that’s available.” 

Even if everyone remains out for the Penguins, the Flyers know they 
need to stay focused and not underestimate their rivals. 

“I’ve watched Pittsburgh play quite a few times this year,” Vigneault said. 
“Even though they’ve been missing some key players at different times, 
they’re a team that plays real hard, real structured.” 

The Flyers have been dealing with their own set of injuries, although 
there has been no change for anyone since Tuesday. Vigneault said 
Monday that if Ellis, who is the only one who has been described as day 
to day, practiced “full go” Wednesday, they’d talk about having him travel 
for the Pittsburgh and Washington games. Ellis skated in the rehab skate 
but did not practice with the team, so Vigneault said he will not travel. 

Instead, center Kevin Hayes will travel. Hayes is not ready for game 
action yet — he can’t play until Nov. 10 because he’s on long-term 
injured reserve — but Vigneault explained with a laugh that he simply 
needs someone to shoot on his goalies for practice, and Hayes is going 
to be that shooter. 

For the first time since the season began, Vigneault mixed it up on the 
ice Tuesday night. Through seven games, he had kept all the lines and 
pairings the same with the exceptions of a brief switch between James 
van Riemsdyk and Travis Konecny against the Flames and any 
adjustments made for injuries. He also kept the special teams the same 
outside of injury adjustments. 

Against the Coyotes, Vigneault changed up the power-play units. He put 
Ivan Provorov in for Keith Yandle at the point and Cam Atkinson on the 
wing, moving Sean Couturier down to net front and van Riemsdyk to the 
second unit. 

Although the power play went 0-for-3 against the Coyotes, after a day of 
reflection, Vigneault said he liked how the top unit performed. 

“I thought they got some real good looks,” Vigneault said. “Other than 
finish, they did — especially the first unit — everything that they were 
supposed to do. They had good puck movement, good puck recovery, 
good opportunities at the net.” 

Breakaways 

The Flyers play the Penguins at 7 p.m. Thursday and then head to 
Washington for their Saturday game against the Capitals. ... Scott 
Laughton and Justin Braun did not practice. Vigneault said both were 
given maintenance days. ... Carter Hart will be in goal against the 
Penguins. 
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Flyers take a tough one from winless Coyotes 

 

Wayne Fish 

 

Teams hungry for that first win of the season always present a challenge. 
The Arizona Coyotes were a perfect example. 

They hit town Tuesday night with no wins (now 0-9-1 mark) and nothing 
to show for some recent hard work.  

But in a game against the Flyers, they gave the home team all it could 
handle. It took a goal 6:54 into the third period by Sean Couturier to 
break a scoreless tie and send the Flyers on their way to a 3-0 win at the 
Wells Fargo Center.  

Scott Laughton scored with 2:09 to play to give the Flyers some 
breathing room and Claude Giroux added an empty-net goal with 1:37 
left on the clock.  

Helping the Flyers’ cause: No penalties in a game for the first time this 
season.  

Coach Alain Vigneault knew this could have been a dangerous game if 
the Flyers had let it become one. They were coming off a tough road trip 
in a couple different time zones.  

“You come into these games, people look at the opposition and everyone 
seems to expect a blowout,” Vigneault said. “I’ve been in the NHL long 
enough to know everyone competes. I thought in the third period we 
were the better team.”      

Arizona, the last remaining winless team coming into the game, hardly 
looked as bad as its record indicated through two scoreless periods.  

The Coyotes started off slow, getting outshot 10-5 in the early going. But 
they turned it on late in the first period and finished even in shots at 13-
all.  

Goaltender Carter Hart, who recorded his first shutout of the season and 
third of his career, was put to the test several times, including a shot by 
Clayton Keller on a semi-breakaway.  

Vigneault has been impressed with Hart’s work ethic and composure.  

“I just think he’s battling extremely hard on all shots,” Vigneault said. “He 
seems in a real good place mentally, played extremely well again tonight. 
We’re like any team in the NHL, you need goaltending to have success 
and we’re getting it right now.”  

Hart said: “I feel good. We’ve got a good group here. The guys are doing 
a good job in front of me, boxing guys out and letting me see the puck. 
It’s always fun when you can put a zero up on the board. Two points are 
all that matters.”  

The Flyers (5-2-1) thought they broke the scoreless tie at 12:46 of the 
second period when Cam Atkinson jammed home a puck from a scrum. 
But officials disallowed the goal, ruling goaltender Karel Vejmelka had 
covered the puck and the whistle had blown prior to the puck entering the 
net.  

“I guess he said that the goalie had it covered, but it looked like he had it 
covered for half a second,” Atkinson said. “I didn’t see how the puck got 
out or whatnot but if that’s the right call, then that’s the right call.”  

After the game, both Vigneault and Atkinson agreed the officials made 
the right call.  
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Couturier broke through when he finished off a pass from Travis Konecny 
in the final period.  

“We stuck what we needed to do to win this game,” Couturier said. 
“They’re a tough team to play against, they’re tight. It was important for 
us to stick with it. I thought we good job with that.”  

Power play’s new look  

So far, Atkinson and veteran center Derick Brassard have been playing 
like familiar friends, which they are, going all the way back to their playing 
days in Columbus.  

Now Atkinson is getting some new playing time on the power play with 
guys such as Giroux and Couturier.  

“I’m obviously excited to play with the big boys,” Atkinson said before the 
game. “Looking forward to it. When you get put with players who can 
pass the puck, it’s my job to finish it. I know I’m going to get some good 
looks. I just have to do my part and score some goals.”  

Rasmus Ristolainen, a veteran of power play experience from his days in 
Buffalo, also is getting some PP time.  

“That’s probably where I played most in previous years,” he said. “I feel 
comfortable there. We’ve been practicing it.”  

As for even-strength play with Brassard, Atkinson considers him a great 
set-up man.  

“He’s always been a skilled player,” Atkinson said. “Very smart on both 
sides of the puck. My first couple years in Columbus he was my 
centerman as well. Over the past 11 years, he’s matured as a player. 
Overall, he just does everything the right way. Just fun to play with him.”  

Laughton line impressive  

Although Oskar Lindblom has had his struggles scoring, Laughton and 
James van Riemsdyk have been picking up the slack, at least from play 
at both ends of the rink.  

“It’s nice to see those guys get rewarded,” said Ristolainen about 
Laughton’s goal. “The goal he (Laughton scored) was huge for us.”  

Short shots  

Couturier played in 700th NHL game. “Time flies,” Couturier said. “I still 
remember like it was yesterday my first game. Just trying to enjoy it and 
hopefully many more.” ... Ex-Flyer Shayne Gostisbehere received a loud 
ovation during a video highlight tribute during the first period ... The 
Flyers begin a two-game road trip to Pittsburgh and Washington starting 
Thursday in the Steel City ... The last time the Flyers went penalty-free in 
a game: March 31 vs. Buffalo. 
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No road trip for Ellis and more in latest on Flyers' injury front 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

OORHEES, N.J. — Wednesday was a decisive day on Ryan Ellis' status 
for the Flyers' two-game Metropolitan Division road trip.V 

Ellis will not join the club for its games against the Penguins on Thursday 
(7 p.m. ET/NBCSP) and the Capitals on Saturday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Recovering from a nagging lower-body injury that could be to the 
hip/groin area, Ellis didn't practice Wednesday with the team at Flyers 

Training Center. About 45 minutes before practice, Ellis continued his on-
ice rehab with Kevin Hayes (abdominal surgery). The two worked out 
with player development coach Nick Schultz. 

Come Thursday and Saturday, Ellis will have missed seven straight 
games after playing in the first three. The top-pair defenseman was 
originally considered day to day by the club but the injury has prolonged. 

"He's progressing, but he's not there yet," Flyers head coach Alain 
Vigneault said Wednesday after practice. "He won't be available on this 
two-game road trip. Hopefully when we get back, he'll be able to join the 
group. It's what we're hoping." 

Hayes will be eligible to come off of long-term injured reserve against 
Toronto, but that doesn't mean the 29-year-old center will be ready to 
return to the lineup. Hayes had to undergo abdominal surgery Sept. 21, 
two days before the start of training camp. It was his second procedure of 
its kind in fewer than four months. 

"I think it's a little early to tell," Vigneault said. "That's a six-to-eight week 
operation; four to six, six to eight depending on how things move along. 
In his case, it's his second one, so we're going to make sure that 
physically and [conditioning-wise], he's up to par. He hasn't had the 
luxury of a training camp. I know our conditioning people are on it, our 
medical people are on it. I'm hoping that soon he'll be cleared to have full 
practice with us and then it's a matter of is it four, five, six, seven full 
practices? I'm not quite sure." 

The Flyers flew to Pittsburgh after Wednesday's practice. As Ellis stayed 
back to continue his rehab work in Voorhees, New Jersey, Hayes joined 
the team on its two-game trip. He'll serve as a spare skater and shooter 
for the club's morning skates while he continues working his way back. 

Hayes' eventual return will be pivotal for the team's depth down the 
middle of the ice. The Derick Brassard signing about a month after free 
agency opened has turned out to be even more important for the Flyers 
early in their season. The 34-year-old with 117 games of playoff 
experience has a goal, five assists and a plus-7 rating through the Flyers' 
5-2-1 start. 

"Kevin plays a lot of situations on our team," Claude Giroux said 
Wednesday. "We have some guys that were able to step up and have 
those roles. Brass has been playing very well offensively and 
defensively. When you've got a guy like Kevin coming back in the lineup 
whenever that is, that's going to give us a boost." 

Kevin Hayes, Ryan Ellis and Wade Allison. 

In other health matters, Scott Laughton and Justin Braun missed 
Wednesday's practice for maintenance reasons. Vigneault expects both 
players to be ready for Thursday. 

Wade Allison, who is out indefinitely with a right ankle injury, skated on 
his own Wednesday. It was a good sign to see Allison on the ice, but the 
24-year-old winger is still a ways away. The Flyers won't rush an injury 
like a high ankle sprain. That type of injury takes time, so Allison is likely 
a month away at the earliest. 

The Flyers' first divisional game of the season comes against the 
Penguins. Carter Hart will start in net for the Flyers. 
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Gostisbehere: 'Philly, it's a tough city, but they definitely love you' 

 

by Jordan Hall 
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He was drafted by the Flyers in 2012 as a 19-year-old third-round pick, 
made his NHL debut with the team in October 2014 and played six full 
seasons in Philly. 

For the first time ever, his NHL home changed when he was traded to the 
Coyotes in late July a little over two weeks before his wedding day. 

"A lot of things going on but all those things worked out," Gostisbehere 
said. "I'm very grateful." 

On Tuesday night, he was back at the Wells Fargo Center. A few hours 
before puck drop between his former teammates and Arizona, he walked 
past the Flyers' dressing room and down the hallway to the visiting area. 
He hadn't made that walk since he won the national championship at the 
Wells Fargo Center as a junior with Union College in 2014. 

"It was definitely weird coming into this building on the other side," 
Gostisbehere said before the Flyers beat the Coyotes that night, 3-0. 

The 28-year-old has moved on to his next chapter in Arizona, but his 
Philadelphia roots will remain. He made tracks on and off the ice. With 
the Flyers, Gostisbehere stormed onto the scene his 2015-16 rookie 
year, finishing as the Calder Trophy runner-up. He darted along the blue 
line with 17 goals and 46 points in 64 games, helping push the Flyers into 
the playoffs on the second-to-last day of the regular season. 

"It was a great time," Claude Giroux said Monday. "I remember when he 
got called up, we started playing power play together and 5-on-5. Just 
seeing the way he plays, the way he was able to shoot the puck. He had 
some big goals." 

In 2017-18, Gostisbehere put up a career-high 65 points, the fourth most 
among NHL defensemen that season. Among Flyers defensemen in 
franchise history, Gostisbehere holds the third-most game-winning goals 
(11), fourth-most goals (60) and fifth-most points (219). 

"Rookie year, scored my first NHL goal in this building, won a national 
title in this building," Gostisbehere said of his best memories in 
Philadelphia. "This building's definitely special to me, for sure." 

Off the ice, Gostisbehere and his wife Gina were highly involved with the 
Pennsylvania SPCA. Gostisbehere will be passing on the SPCA mantle 
to Ivan Provorov and his girlfriend Madison. Gostisbehere and Provorov 
visited the SPCA on Monday. 

"We went over there, saw the dogs and just told them if they need 
anything, we're still here," Gostisbehere said. "It was pretty cool." 

Provorov was excited to follow up on Gostisbehere's deed. 

"My girlfriend and I got a dog in May, so we've been spending a lot of 
time with him," Provorov said Wednesday. "Overall, it's a great cause 
and something we can do to help those animals. I think that's a great 
cause." 

Provorov and his girlfriend have a golden retriever named Drake. 

"He's awesome, honestly," Provorov said. "From Day 1, he's been super 
chill. Has tons of character. When it's time to play, he plays. When it's 
time to chill, he just lays with you on the couch, enjoys spending time 
with us and we enjoy spending time with him." 

For Gostisbehere and his wife, they'll miss being closely involved. 

"It's little things that you get put into a community for so long, you do 
anything you can to help," he said. "Dogs are a big part of my life and my 
wife's life. We wanted to do anything we could to give back. The SPCA 
has been awesome, partnering with them and doing different events and 
anything we can do to help them. It's been awesome." 

Gina is a nurse at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. She's studying 
to become a nurse practitioner. 

"She's going to school to further her career," Gostisbehere said. "She's 
visited a couple of times, that's been awesome." 

She was at the Wells Fargo Center on Tuesday night, welcoming 
Gostisbehere back. This time, she was watching her husband in a 
Coyotes jersey as he made the trip home as a visitor. 

"My wife's going to be at the game, friends and family saying they're 
coming just to see me," Gostisbehere said with a smile beforehand. "It's 
definitely special. Philly, it's a tough city, but they definitely love you." 
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With difficult schedule stretch looming, Flyers can't afford to be 
complacent with recent process 

 

Charlie O'Connor 

12-15 minutes 11/3/2021 

 

After eight games, the Philadelphia Flyers have a 5-2-1 record and the 
fifth-best points percentage in the Eastern Conference. They’ve done it 
despite a third of the lineup familiarizing itself with a new club and new 
systems, with second-line center Kevin Hayes not playing a single game, 
with top pair defenseman Ryan Ellis appearing in just three contests and 
with a fourth line rotation including two cogs who weren’t even on the 
team for a single day of training camp. 

And now comes the hard part. 

A quick glance at the Flyers’ 3-0 victory over the Arizona Coyotes on 
Tuesday might have one believe that they simply cruised to a victory over 
a hapless opponent. But that wasn’t the case. Not only was the game 0-0 
entering the third period — it deserved to be. If anything, the Flyers were 
outplayed by the winless Coyotes through most of the first two periods, 
trailing in high-danger scoring chances, five-on-five shot attempts and 
five-on-five expected goals. The Coyotes — whose top minutes forward 
on the night was Johan Larsson, also known as “a good bottom-sixer on 
the Buffalo Sabres two years ago” — blasted into the Flyers’ zone with 
possession of the puck a whopping 17 times in the middle stanza, 
speaking to the loose gaps and turnovers that plagued Philadelphia 
through long stretches of the contest. 

“I feel like in the first half of the game, we got maybe a little bit outworked 
and outskated, but we battled back,” Rasmus Ristolainen said. 

And in the Flyers’ defense, they absolutely did battle back. The third 
period — just as it was vs. Boston and Edmonton — was their best 
period by far. They controlled the middle of the ice (28 entries at five-on-
five to 20 for Arizona), they dominated the dangerous scoring chance 
battle (9-2 per Natural Stat Trick) and lit the lamp three times to put the 
game on ice. Oh, and Carter Hart was somewhere between quite good 
and spectacular throughout, allowing for Philadelphia to come out ahead 
by a comfortable margin despite playing about 50 percent of a good 
game. 

Things aren’t always going to be that easy. 

“Tonight, we gave up some chances, turned the puck over at times, and 
we had Hartsy to bail us out and some Ds to break plays up,” Sean 
Couturier said after the win. “Collectively, it was a good team effort, every 
stepped up at a different moment.” 

Couturier isn’t wrong. Hart did deliver another stellar performance, and 
he continues to make his 2020-21 season look like the glaring career 
outlier that both he and the organization believed it was. The defense did 
tighten things up significantly in the third period, and they’re doing a far 
better job in the early going of giving their netminders clean looks at 
shots and avoiding hanging them out to dry with structureless defense 
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than they did last season. The offense did come through when needed. 
It’s not like the Flyers didn’t deserve to win Tuesday night’s game — they 
were the more talented team by far, and by the end of the contest, that 
edge finally won out. 

“I thought in the second half of the game, end of the second period, we 
were battling better in the offensive zone, got some real good looks and 
in the third period I thought we were the better team,” Alain Vigneault 
explained. “We made more plays. Our guys were first on pucks in our 
zone and in their zone, which enabled us to spend less time in ours, 
more time in theirs. It was a hard-fought hockey game.” 

But playing half a good game against possibly the worst team in hockey 
isn’t going to cut it the rest of November. 

Philadelphia’s upcoming schedule is, in short, brutal. It starts with two 
tough Metropolitan Division games on the road this week against two of 
the Flyers’ biggest rivals in Pittsburgh and Washington. And it doesn’t let 
up from there. Upon returning home, they get: 

Toronto, who despite early season struggles remains one of the NHL’s 
most talented teams; 

Carolina, who has yet to lose a game; 

Dallas, who in this November slate qualifies as an “easy” game, even if 
it’s on the road and the second game of a back-to-back vs. a rested 
opponent; 

Calgary, who just took apart the Flyers; 

Tampa Bay, the defending champions; 

Boston, a yearly Eastern Conference power; 

Tampa Bay, again; 

Florida, who currently have the most standings points in the NHL and 
have already beaten the Flyers once; 

Carolina, again (for the Flyers’ sake, they’ll have hopefully lost a game by 
Black Friday). 

That’s the Flyers’ next three and a half weeks. No “schedule wins” to be 
found, as Tuesday’s game was. 

“You always want to play against those top teams and see where you’re 
at,” Ristolainen said, specifically speaking of the looming battles with 
Pittsburgh and Washington this week. 

Well, he’s going to get his wish. 

Is it possible the Flyers will be able to sustain their successful-to-this-
point formula against this murderous slate of opponents? Sure, it’s 
possible. When a team’s two goalies are combining for a .931 save 
percentage, said club isn’t going to lose many games. And teams have 
sustained sky-high shooting percentages (Philadelphia is at 11.8 percent, 
fourth-best in the NHL) for months at a time in the past. It’s apparent 
when watching the Flyers that this isn’t a team lacking for talent — they 
can blow the doors off lesser opponents like Seattle and Arizona (in the 
third period) and hang with objectively strong ones like Florida and 
Boston even without their full complement of regulars and absent their 
“A-game.” 

But 30-minute efforts like the one they delivered against the Coyotes — 
and zero minute efforts like their clunker in Calgary — aren’t going to cut 
it against this looming slate. And most likely, nor will their current play-
driving struggles at five-on-five; through eight games, they’ve collected 
just 47.17 percent of the shot attempts (24th in the NHL) and 45.92 
percent of the expected goals (28th, per Evolving-Hockey) against their 
foes. It’s still too early to say that’s this club’s true talent level, especially 
because the continued absences of Ellis and Hayes have major trickle-
down effects on the rest of the lineup. But it’s not too early to surmise 
that bleeding shots and chances against and depending on goaltending 
and opportunistic scoring to bail them out against top-tier opponents on a 
nightly basis isn’t exactly the most sound strategy. 

The Flyers have banked 11 key points in the early going, with a short-
handed lineup and while integrating multiple new pieces into their lineup. 
That’s an undeniable positive, and likely a necessity given the 
competitiveness of the Metropolitan Division. But come Thursday, they 
won’t have the benefit of beating up on an inferior Western Conference 
on a nightly basis, either. In order to survive this stretch, the underlying 
quality of their play needs to reach another level, and fast. 

Nine more observations 

2. The Flyers’ skaters may not have delivered the best possible effort in 
this one, but Hart was on point yet again. Suddenly, Hart has a .928 save 
percentage through six games and is grading out just as well by public 
advanced metrics, too (+4.65 Goals Saved Above Expectation per 
Evolving-Hockey). He certainly looks to be in the midst of the bounce-
back season the Flyers desperately need from him. 

3. Ellis did miss his fifth straight game on Tuesday night, but there was at 
least a bit of optimism from Vigneault prior to puck drop regarding the 
defenseman’s status. 

“He’s meeting with the docs tonight, and hopefully he’ll get cleared to 
have (a) full practice with the team,” Vigneault said. 

Ellis won’t travel with the team to Pittsburgh or Washington without 
having practiced Wednesday in full, so it’s a huge day for determining his 
status and whether he’ll be available for two big divisional contests. 

“He’s been skating back at the practice facility, he skated with Kevin 
Hayes today,” Vigneault elaborated. “My understanding is that they both 
had good days (on Tuesday), and I’m hoping that in the near future, both 
these players will join the team for full practices. Hopefully in the next 
couple days here, they’ll both be joining (their) teammates. 

4. Shayne Gostisbehere made his first return to Philadelphia in the wake 
of being dealt to Arizona in the offseason in a cap space-clearing 
maneuver. Gostisbehere may have become a divisive player in 
Philadelphia by the end of his tenure, but his time in the City of Brotherly 
Love included a significant number of positive moments, including his 
magical rookie season (which ended with a second-place Calder Trophy 
finish) and his 65-point campaign in 2017-18, largely alongside Ivan 
Provorov. 

So it was little surprise the Flyers broke out the video tribute for “Ghost,” 
who ranks fifth all-time among Flyers defensemen in points with 219. 

5. Oskar Lindblom remained goal-less on the season, but it wasn’t for 
lack of chances this time around. He was robbed by Arizona netminder 
Karel Vejmelka in the first period on a two-on-one, just barely missed 
tipping a Ristolainen pass into a wide-open net later on, and then nearly 
scored again early in the third period on a scramble in front. No Flyers 
player posted a better on-ice expected goal differential in this one than 
Lindblom. It sure seems like he’s getting closer to breaking through, 
which Vigneault himself made it a point to highlight. 

“I’m thinking Oskar at some point here is going to get rewarded for all his 
hard work,” Vigneault said. “He got some great looks here tonight, just a 
matter of time before it starts spinning his way here and starts going.” 

6. Hart may have been the hero for the Flyers, but he wasn’t the only 
standout netminder in this one. Vejmelka deserves a nod for his work as 
well, stopping 31 of 33 shots. Despite playing for a limited, still-winless 
team, Vejmelka has impressed. It’s not often the workhorse goaltender 
for a team performing as poorly as the 0-9-1 Coyotes have can boast a 
goaltender with a .922 save percentage, but that’s what the 25-year old 
Vejmelka has done. He’s giving his club a chance to win games — it’s 
not his fault Arizona has failed to give him sufficient support. 

7. Philadelphia’s new-look top power play unit didn’t break through for a 
goal, but it didn’t lack for shots (11 attempts) or quality looks (four high-
danger chances and 0.88 worth of xG). Giroux’s presence on the left side 
and Provorov’s return to PP1 (rightfully) raised some eyebrows on social 
media this week, but the new group — with Cam Atkinson getting his first 
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look on PP1 — showed enough potential to get another look come 
Thursday in Pittsburgh. 

8. Nicolas Aubé-Kubel has not gotten off to a strong start this season, but 
I felt like this was his best game of 2021-22. He showcased his 
quickness, attacked on the forecheck, generated shots and most 
importantly, avoided any bad penalties. After two games as a healthy 
scratch, Aubé-Kubel apparently returned to the lineup on a mission. 

9. Provorov has still yet to be on the ice for a single goal against at five-
on-five this season. Even without Ellis, he’s off to a fantastic defensive 
start. 

10. Couturier had a golden opportunity for a two-goal game, staring down 
an empty net with two minutes remaining. Instead, he deferred, sending 
the puck over to Claude Giroux so the captain could get his goal. When 
asked after the game why he passed on the shot, Atkinson — sitting next 
to Couturier in the media session — quickly jumped in to answer for him. 
“You didn’t hear G call for it?” Atkinson cracked. Couturier then joked that 
he felt, with two empty net goals already to his credit this season, it was 
only right to spread the wealth. Regardless, Couturier’s two-point night 
gives him 11 points in eight games and keeps him the top scorer on the 
Flyers thus far. 
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The Athletic / Sizing up the NHL: 2021-22 NHL teams by age, height, 
weight and nationality 

 

By James Mirtle Nov 4, 2021 

 

And we’re back. 

This marks Year 5 for the demographics post here at The Athletic NHL. 
This piece is meant to be an annual snapshot of what the best players in 
hockey look like in several basic biographical metrics. You can find the 
data from the last four years here, here, here and here, although note 
that the methodology was slightly different in 2017-18 because things 
were just different back then. 

The 784 players in my sample shown here — 24.5 per team — include 
every skater and goalie who had appeared in NHL games as of the start 
of this week. The data is from NHL.com, and players are weighted 
evenly. 

My thanks to Dom Luszczyszyn for some of the graphical wizardry here. 
If there are other breakdowns like this you’d like to see in the future, let 
me know in the comments. 

NHL average age this season: 27.6 

The big mover here? The Red Wings go from being the second-oldest 
team in the NHL last season to one of the youngest, thanks to the arrival 
of their wunderkinds Lucas Raymond, Moritz Seider and Joe Veleno, 
among others. 

Dallas, meanwhile, became real old all of a sudden. The Stars, 
incredibly, have 11 players older than 30 and six who are 35-PLUS: 
Alexander Radulov, Andrej Sekera, Anton Khudobin, Blake Comeau, 
Ryan Suter and Joe Pavelski. 

In fact, 15 percent of all NHL players who are 35-plus are on Dallas! 

Doesn’t seem like a winning formula in a league where we’ve seen the 
peak performance come in around 24 to 27 years old. 

10 oldest players in the NHL this season 

1. Zdeno Chara, NYI, 44.6 years old 

2. Joe Thornton, FLA, 42.3 

3. Craig Anderson, BUF, 40.5 

4. Mike Smith, EDM, 39.6 

5. Andy Greene, NYI, 39.0 

6. Jason Spezza, TOR, 38.4 

7. Duncan Keith, EDM, 38.3 

8. Mark Giordano, SEA, 38.1 

9. Joe Pavelski, DAL, 37.3 

10. Zach Parise, NYI, 37.3 

10 youngest players in the NHL this season 

1. Cole Sillinger, CBJ, 18.5 years old 

2. Mason McTavish, ANA, 18.8 

3. William Eklund, SJS, 19.1 

4. Jamie Drysdale, ANA, 19.6 

5. Jake Neighbours, STL, 19.6 

6. Lucas Raymond, DET, 19.6 

7. Hendrix Lapierre, WSH, 19.7 

8. Seth Jarvis CAR, 19.8 

9. Tim Stützle OTT, 19.8 

10. Cole Perfetti, WPG, 19.8 

It has become increasingly difficult to stay in the NHL past age 33 in 
recent years, as young players on entry-level contracts get more and 
more opportunity lower on the roster. 

NHL average height this season: 73.2 inches 

The Jets always seem to be near the top of this list. I believe even the 
Thrashers were back in their time. Logan Stanley at 6-foot-7 certainly 
helps, but they simply don’t have many small players, year after year. 

Montreal, meanwhile, always seems to end up on the short end, 
especially now with Shea Weber and Carey Price out of the lineup. 
(Players yet to play a game for their team have not been included in 
these breakdowns.) 

Keep in mind that goalies are bringing the total up here considerably. The 
average netminder that has played a game so far this season is 74.6 
inches, as the average closes in on 6-foot-3 for the first time in league 
history. 

Nearly 30 percent of goaltenders are 6-foot-4 or taller this season, led by 
Edmonton’s Mikko Koskinen, at 6-foot-7. It’s the only position in the sport 
that has continually increased in size over the years. 

10 tallest players in the NHL this season 

1. Zdeno Chara, NYI, 81 inches 

2. Tyler Myers, VAN, 80 

3. Jamie Oleksiak, SEA, 79 

4. Logan Stanley, WPG, 79 

5. Andrej Sustr, TB, 79 

6. Mikko Koskinen, EDM, 79 

7. 14 others at 78 inches (Brian Boyle, Anthony Stolarz, Victor Hedman, 
Jarred Tinordi, Ben Harpur, Jordan Greenway, Nicolas Hague, Dougie 
Hamilton, Colton Parayko, Jaycob Megna, Michael Rasmussen, Nick 
Bjugstad, Jacob Markstrom, Adin Hill) 

Tyler Myers, right, has played 768 career games. (Bob Frid / USA Today) 

10 shortest players in the NHL this season 
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1. Rocco Grimaldi, NSH, 66 inches 

2. Alex DeBrincat, CHI, 67 

3. Cole Caufield, MTL, 67 

4. Blake Lizotte, LA, 67 

5. Kailer Yamamoto, EDM, 68 

6. Kyle Rau, MIN, 68 

7. Cam Atkinson, PHI, 68 

8. Conor Sheary, WSH, 68 

9. Mats Zuccarello, MIN, 68 

10. Tyler Johnson, CHI, 68 

11. Arttu Ruotsalainen, BUF, 68 

NHL average weight this season: 198.8 lbs  

There’s always a surprisingly large spread here, with the Blues weighing 
in an average of 15 pounds heavier than the slight Blackhawks. 

Often you see a lot of rebuilding teams on the low end here, as younger 
players haven’t fully filled out yet. 

I don’t really see a correlation to a team’s record in here, but interesting 
trivia nonetheless. The league average weight, meanwhile, continues to 
sink down under the 200 mark, as teams turn to more smaller, skilled 
types on defense and forward. 

10 heaviest players in the NHL this season 

1. Jamie Oleksiak, SEA, 255 lbs 

2. Zdeno Chara, NYI, 250 

3. Robin Lehner, VGK, 250 

4. Brian Boyle, PIT, 245 

5. Anthony Stolarz, ANA, 243 

6. Victor Hedman, TB, 241 

7. Frederik Gauthier, NJ, 239 

8. Frederik Andersen, CAR, 238 

9. Pat Maroon, TB, 238 

10. Alex Ovechkin, WSH, 238 

10 lightest players in the NHL this season 

1. Kailer Yamamoto, EDM, 153 lbs 

2. Tyler Ennis, OTT, 160 

3. Joel Farabee, PHI, 164 

4. Alex DeBrincat, CHI, 165 

5. Johnny Gaudreau, CGY, 165 

6. Conor Garland, VAN, 165 

7. Cole Caufield, MTL, 166 

8. Jared Spurgeon, MIN, 166 

9. Pavel Dorofeyev, VGK, 167 

10. Vladimir Tkachev, LA, 170 

Average draft position of NHL players in the league: 60th 

Kind of a weird one, but I’ve included it in the past so here it is again. 
Undrafted players are not considered towards this calculation. 

Detroit is likely to remain high on this list for a while with their youth 
movement coming by way of the draft of late. The Steve Yzerplan is 
finally bearing fruit. 

Not really a ton of change here year to year. Sweden is down a 
significant number of players, for whatever reason, and Canada is up a 
bit, but otherwise the trends we’ve seen over the past decade in NHL 
demographics are all represented. 

The real question for me is how quickly does the U.S. close the gap on 
Canada in the years to come, given the strides their development 
programs have been making. We’ll probably see it a lot sooner than 
anyone would have forecast a few years ago. 

Keep these numbers in mind for when the Olympics roll around in 
February. 
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The Athletic / Blake Bolden discusses emBolden her, a 6-month 
mentorship program for aspiring female hockey players 

 

By Julian McKenzie Nov 3, 2021  

 

Blake Bolden remembers feeling at a low point while sitting in a locker 
room stall in 2014 after a game, when she even considered quitting 
hockey altogether. 

It also happened to be the moment she had an epiphany. 

Bolden had made history the prior summer as the first Black player to be 
taken in the first round of the Canadian Women’s Hockey League Draft 
after being the captain of the Boston College Eagles of the NCAA. The 
rookie defenseman suited up for the Boston Blades and felt she was at 
the top of her game. Bolden even thought she’d have a chance at making 
Team USA’s roster for the 2014 Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia. 

It wasn’t to be. Seven of her Blades teammates, including Meghan 
Duggan and Hilary Knight, got the call instead. Even a college teammate, 
forward Alex Carpenter, made the roster. 

In that locker room, as Bolden sat at her stall with a “crushed” ego, a 
young girl with a poster with Bolden’s name, number and a whole lot of 
glitter approached. 

The fan waited after the game for Bolden, and not her Olympic 
teammates, to tell her how well she played and to strike a conversation. 

“That meant the world to me that I, just by playing the sport, influenced 
her to want to try it,” Bolden said. “I just told myself that I’ll just give back. 
If you give, you receive in tenfold. I think that’s very important for 
everyone to learn.” 

The experience is what led the CWHL and NWHL all-star and champion 
to become a mentor and, three years later, develop her own program for 
aspiring young female hockey players. It has since become a free, virtual 
six-month program called “emBolden her,” featuring 25 girls from the 
United States and Canada. 

The participants will hear from Bolden, and other special guests, about 
setting goals, managing their time, self-motivation techniques and other 
lessons. The sessions, 90 minutes each, take place on the first Saturday 
of each month of the program. 

“A lot of young girls and young athletes are just trying to figure out how to 
be their best selves on and off the ice,” Bolden told The Athletic. “I really 
wanted to develop a program for these individuals to set goals, and not 
only set them but achieve them. Everybody should have a path. 
Everybody should have a marker that they want to reach to. And it’s not 
necessarily to say that if you don’t make that marker, you fail. But you’re 
learning along the way. 

“I’ve been through a lot of ups and downs in my career as a professional 
athlete. I’ve been cut numerous times. I’ve been told I wasn’t good 
enough. I’ve won championships. I’ve been MVP. I’ve captained my 
teams. Life is a roller coaster, and I wish when I was younger that I had 
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someone that I could just use as a resource to say, ‘This is what’s going 
on in my mind and help me unpack it all so we can make a plan.'” 

The program is now a part of the work calendar for Bolden, who is 
already taken up by her duties with the Los Angeles Kings as a scout and 
as a contributor to ESPN’s NHL coverage. 

“I think that juggling things is that something you just learn as you go,” 
Bolden said. “I just turned 30 in March, and all these opportunities have 
come to me because of who I’ve been in the past. Because I’ve just kind 
of put my head down and took it one step at a time and really believed in 
who I was as a person. I think people see that, see my passion and are 
attracted to it.” 

The Winmark Corp. and Play It Again Sports, a sporting-goods franchise 
under Winmark, are listed as the sponsors of the mentorship program. 
Bolden mentioned Play it Again Sports in an article she wrote for The 
Players’ Tribune back in March, eventually catching the attention of the 
company and leading to the partnership. 

“We thought, can we form a partnership with her and sponsor her so we 
can keep inspiring these women to go play hockey in a huge growing 
sport?” said Renae Gaudette, the president of franchising at Winmark. 
“That’s kind of how it started. And now it’s just evolved, and we hope it 
continues. I actually saw the first mentor program (session), I was 
watching it, and those girls are so inspiring to me.” 

Darby Anderson-Cooper is one of the 25 girls involved in the mentorship 
program. She’s a Black high schooler from Silver Spring, Md., and a 
member of The Academy of the Holy Cross high school girls hockey 
team. Two years ago, the 16-year-old took up hockey after her high 
school didn’t offer a figure skating program. 

Ice hockey, naturally, was the next best thing. 

“I did something that seemed kind of similar to it,” Anderson-Cooper said. 

The teenager has never been to any hockey game beyond the ones she 
plays, but she is a fan of the closest NHL team to the state of Maryland, 
the Washington Capitals. According to Darby’s mom, Bri, her team is 
supposed to play a game at Capital One Arena before the end of her 
season. 

Bri recognized her daughter’s interest in playing hockey and sought 
advice from someone in the know who could point her in the right 
direction. One Google search eventually led to Brett Peterson, the Florida 
Panthers’ assistant general manager, the first Black person in NHL 
history to hold that position. 

“I didn’t even know about him,” Bri said. “I was just trying to find out about 
different opportunities for youth hockey … and his name came up.” 

Bri found his email address, she and Peterson soon connected. Peterson 
eventually recommended Bolden’s mentorship program. 

“I’ve known Blake for a while,” Peterson said. “I think she’s certainly an 
ambassador for women’s hockey as a whole as well as women’s hockey 
for young women of color. I just thought it was a natural connection.” 

Darby applied for the program and wrote an essay detailing how she got 
into hockey and her time in high school. She was accepted and took part 
in the program’s first session last month, which served as an introductory 
meetup for everyone. 

“We all introduced (ourselves) to each other, the girls,” Darby said. 
“Blake Bolden introduced herself. We got to know a little bit more about 
her and how she started hockey. We talked about goal-setting, our 
strengths and weaknesses, and we tried to support each other and give 
each other ideas to help our anxiety.” 

Bolden said the girls also filled out a questionnaire. The hope, she said, 
was to discover how many of the girls aspired to play professionally and 
to learn more about them. The responses moved Bolden to tears, as 
some mentioned a desire to play as far up as the Olympics. 

“That’s really what we’re always doing it for,” Bolden said. “We’re always 
doing it for the next generation. We’re always giving back, the ladies that 
are playing now. We’re always giving back, we’re always going to clinics. 
Interacting with these girls, it’s so important for them to see and have role 
models.” 

By the way, Darby is a defender just like Bolden, and aspires to play 
university hockey after she graduates from high school. Darby 
acknowledges that she didn’t know anything about the program before 
she enrolled, but she was happy to see someone who looks like her 
imparting wisdom to her and other girls her age, and she is also happy 
that the program has allowed her to get to know other girls who share her 
dreams. 

“I think it’s a great support system,” Darby said. “All the girls help each 
other out. If you have a problem, you can ask them during the meeting. 
It’s really nice, and they’re just always there for you.” 
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The Athletic / NHL Draft ranking: Scott Wheeler’s top 64 prospects for 
2022 

 

By Scott Wheeler Nov 3, 2021  

  

Welcome to my preliminary top 64 ranking for the 2022 NHL Draft. 

We’re well into the 2021-22 hockey calendar and every major 
developmental league at the junior, college and pro levels across North 
America and Europe are now at least a month into their schedules (and 
in some cases two or three). 

I’m also now in a place where I’ve had the time to get updated viewings 
on the top 2003 and 2004 birthyear players in this draft class and ask 
around about many of them. 

This list follows March’s early top 22 and September’s preseason top 32. 
It will be followed by a midseason top 64 and a final top 100 later in the 
season. 

This expanded top 64 includes 48 forwards, 16 defensemen, and zero 
goalies. It is made up of 26 Canadians, 12 Americans, nine Swedes, six 
Finns, five Russians, three Slovaks, one Czech, one German, and one 
Austrian. 

Note: Though I consult scouts, coaches, managers, and agents in 
preparing my draft boards, the following evaluations are strictly my own. 
For more information on my process, read my guide to scouting. 

1. Shane Wright — C, Kingston Frontenacs, 6-foot-1 

Wright is off to a bit of a slower start than anyone — including, I’m sure, 
him — kind of expected. On one hand, he’s also coming off of more than 
a year without hockey (excluding the U18 worlds). On the other, it’s not 
as though the slow(ish) production has been the byproduct of poor luck 
as he racks up high shot totals, because he hasn’t. Still, I’m not worried 
about him or his place at the top of this draft class. Not only is he an 
incredibly athletic kid who boasts a wide gait and boxy shoulders that will 
allow him to stay over pucks and play through checks at the NHL level, 
but those physical tools are complemented by a lethal wrist shot release 
(which he can get off from several stances and pops off of his blades 
heel or toe) and excellent hands in traffic that allow him to take pucks off 
of the wall from won battles and create scoring chances to the interior. 
And on top of all of that, he’s also one of the most diligent three-zone 
players in the draft, with a powerful stride that helps him push play up ice 
when he’s done providing support low in his zone or above the puck. I 
don’t think he’s going to put up gaudy point totals at the NHL level but he 
checks all of the boxes, blending versatile skill with a heady, detailed 
game that will allow him to drive a line and be relied upon in all situations 
down the middle at the next level. 

Here’s that wrister I was talking about. Watch the way he adjusts his feet 
to change the angle, pulls the puck into his stance, and then powers 
through off of his back foot: 

2. Matthew Savoie — C, Winnipeg Ice, 5-foot-10 

There isn’t a player in this draft class whose game thrills more than 
Savoie’s does. Inside the offensive zone, he’s lethal. He’s got extremely 
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quick side-to-side hands that help him beat defenders one-on-one off of 
cuts. He’s got an NHL shot (which he can place with pinpoint accuracy 
from a bad angle and rip by a goalie clean from a distance, but he also 
loves to change up and slide five-hole). He’s excellent in traffic because 
of his craftiness and maneuverability into scoring spots. He’s a standout 
skater with underrated (I can’t stress this enough) explosiveness that 
allows him to win races and separate in transition. He’s a soft small-area 
passer who blends deception into his movements. And then on top of 
those things, he’s got a bit of a chip on his shoulder. He’s always 
engaged, he keeps his feet moving, he plays with a ton of energy (which 
differs from his big brother Carter’s come-and-go style), and he’s a 
reliable defensive zone player. He’s also sturdier on his feet than his 
frame might suggest, which helps him play between checks. I see a 
dynamic, high-tempo, top-six, goal-creating package. He’s the clear No. 
2 prospect in the draft for me at this stage. 

Here’s that shot I talked about. He actually got credited with an assist on 
this play, but watch the stutter-step adjustment as he gets rid of the puck: 

3. Simon Nemec — RHD, HK Nitra, 6-foot-1 

This is where things start to get interesting for me. I debated all eight of 
the players in the three-to-10 range here in just about every order you 
can think of. But Nemec’s name was the one I kept coming back to, in 
part because the more I’ve watched him over the last couple of years, the 
harder it has become to nitpick his game in ways that I do the others in 
this next group. Nemec is an all-situations defender who has played (and 
produced) at an advanced age-adjusted level for his position, across an 
extended period, at the pro level. This is a kid who has looked a class 
above his peers whenever he’s played with them, has held his own on 
the senior men’s international stage already, and is already an 
established pro defender who has provided value at both ends in his top 
domestic league. Nemec is a calculated and poised three-zone defender 
who is capable of organizing play from the top of the zone, executing 
through seams in coverage at a high level, and starting and leading his 
fair share of rushes. He also regularly flashes some sneaky deception, 
which blends beautifully with his rare maturity for his age. Though I 
wouldn’t say he’s a dynamic, game-breaking type offensively, I see 
plenty of assertiveness, he’s already got pro size, he plays a polished 
game, and it doesn’t hurt that he’s a righty. I think he’s got a really good 
chance of becoming the best defenceman out of Slovakia since Zdeno 
Chara and a true No. 2 guy for a long time in the NHL. 

4. Brad Lambert — C/RW, JYP, 6-foot-1 

Lambert has been one of the age group’s top prospects for years but a 
slow start has raised questions among scouts about his place in the top 
five. While I debated sliding him down, I think it’s important to stress that 
he has already dealt with both an injury and an illness early on this 
season, both of which, from my understanding, have influenced his play. 
And he’s also been the victim of some brutal puck luck (as evidenced by 
his one goal, which came via penalty shot, on 26 shots at the time of 
authoring). So I’ll sit tight with him in this range on the body of work and 
the skill level, at least for now. 

Some scouts worry about Lambert’s game without the puck in terms of 
both his intensity off of it and his ability to make things happen offensively 
when he’s not getting a ton of touches. With it, though, Lambert remains 
a multi-faceted threat who blends impressive puck skill with good all-
around skating mechanics and an attack mentality that complements a 
dangerous curl-and-drag shot (which also complements the short stick he 
uses). He plays pucks into space beautifully, gets to the interior, splits 
lanes, cuts off the wall aggressively (though I’ve found him doing less of 
this in Liiga this year, so I’m going to keep an eye on it moving forward), 
and has a low base to his stride that allows him to extend plays (though 
he does have a bit of a hunch to his posture, which can put him off 
balance). He’s excellent on the point and half wall on the power play 
because of his puck skill, dangerous wrister off the flank and playmaking 
instincts but he’s going to have to make plays more consistently at even 
strength to stick in this range. 

5. Danila Yurov — LW/RW, Metallurg Magnitogorsk, 6-foot-1 

It has proven incredibly hard to evaluate Yurov (one of my favourites in 
this class) this year because he looks like he doesn’t belong in the MHL 
but he has spent most of the rest of the season sitting on the bench in 
the KHL. Thankfully, he’s got an impressive track record (in part because 
of his December 2003 birthday but mostly because of his superior skill 

level) to fall back on if the KHL usage never comes this year. He’s a kid 
who has really wowed me almost every time I’ve watched him against his 
peers. The toolkit is overflowing. He plays hard and fast, he pushes 
tempo, he’s an excellent give-and-go player who excels at playing in and 
out of space without the puck, his shot pops off of his blade in motion, 
he’s got pro size and skill, and he’s diligent in all zones. Kids his age are 
often either advanced in the way they operate on the ice but lack the 
high-end skill to make the most out of it, or have the skill in spades but 
struggle to use it because they aren’t processing the game fast enough. 
Yurov doesn’t have any problems on either front. His lack of opportunity 
may turn him into a bit of a sleeper pick. 

6. Joakim Kemell — RW, JYP, 5-foot-11 

The first thing I said about Kemell in my preseason ranking, when I 
slotted him 17th, was that “I’d sooner rank Kemell higher here than any 
lower than this.” Then he exploded into the Liiga regular season, jumping 
out to lead the goal-scoring race with 10 goals in his first 13 games of the 
year (after scoring in his lone Liiga game at the tail end of last season) 
and earned this ranking. He hasn’t rode a high individual shooting 
percentage to that success either (he ranks near the top of the league in 
shot generation with more than five per game), though he has carried an 
unsustainably high PDO and his possession numbers aren’t great. 
Kemell’s a slick, play-creating winger who excels in possession, carves 
teams up through coverage to take play from the flanks to the interior, 
and possesses quick hands. Those tools enable him to take advantage 
of his dangerous wrister, which he can get off quickly from a variety of 
stances and at a variety of tempos. Off of the puck, he also plays with a 
lot of energy and doesn’t shy away from the physical side of the game, 
which has endeared him to coaches. This should continue as he 
advances levels. I’d like to see him slow down and utilize his linemates a 
little better than he does as he’s actually a heady playmaker, but part of 
what makes him so exciting is his insistence on creating his own looks. 

7. Ivan Miroshnichenko — LW/RW, Omskie Krylia, 6-foot-1 

A fair share of scouts believe Miroshnichenko to be the second- or third-
best prospect in this draft class. Some of that, I think, is driven a little too 
much by his sterling international resume at the Youth Olympic Games, 
U18 worlds and the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and the points, medals, and 
captaincies that came with them (often while playing alongside Matvei 
Michkov, the country’s best prospect since Alex Ovechkin). He has been 
impressive in the junior-level MHL and second-rung pro level VHL, too, 
but his production and play domestically have never quite screamed 
“surefire top-five pick” to me. His game is equal parts exciting and 
rounded, though, don’t get me wrong. He shoots it hard (both his wrister 
and his one-timer) from mid-range, he’s a powerful skater through his 
edges and crossovers, he’s got good playmaking instincts, he’s a 
dexterous player, and he’s a noticeably engaged shift-to-shift player 
without the puck. 

8. Juraj Slafkovsky — LW, TPS, 6-foot-4 

Slafkovsky is one of the draft’s most fascinating studies because he’s got 
a skill-size combo that scouts and coaches clamour for. Though his 
game hasn’t yet translated to the Liiga level, he doesn’t turn 18 until the 
end of March and he has looked like a force against his peers from the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup right through into his junior games in Finland. The 
expectation with a player like him is that he’s going to use his 225-pound 
frame to play a heavy, power-forward style game. But Slafkovsky offers 
uncharacteristic finesse. He kind of reminds me of 2021 draftee Simon 
Edvinsson in that way, because we’re just not used to seeing players as 
long as those two do what they do as puckhandlers. Slafkovsky has 
tremendous hands for his size and regularly pulls pucks through his feet 
in tight to his body to beat defenders. He’s also got a rangy, fluid stride, 
which makes him a surprisingly dangerous rush player — and impressive 
confidence with the puck on his stick, which enables him to hang onto it 
(sometimes to a fault). The team that drafts him will be betting on his 
upside, which grades at or near the very top of this class. 

9. Logan Cooley — C, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Cooley is one of the most likable players in the draft. He’s a Swiss Army 
knife player who combines NHL speed and skill with a working attitude to 
push pace, make plays, win races, stay involved, and get onto the ice in 
all situations. I love his tempo and feel for the game out there. I wouldn’t 
say he’s got the kind of dynamism you’d expect out of a smaller-than-
average forward who you’d consider taking at the top of a draft, but his 
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touch with the puck and hands both get high grades, his skating 
(particularly his change of pace) and energy level are both differentiators, 
and those things make for a pretty compelling package on the ice: 

10. David Jiricek — RHD, HC Plzen, 6-foot-3 

Jiricek is a big part of a top team in the Tipsport Extraliga, where he is 
contributing at both ends and driving possession and scoring results for 
the second consecutive season, now while playing more than 18 minutes 
a game. He’s a strong and sturdy defender who plays a staunch man-to-
man style, moves his feet well for his size, and thrives in transition with 
his ability to both close out on gaps with his length through neutral ice 
and lead a ton of rushes as a puck transporter. Offensively, he’s also a 
capable handler and distributor who boasts a hard and accurate point 
shot. I don’t see dynamic offensive quality to his game, but he attacks 
across and off the line with ease and confidence. He’s an active, 
engaged three-zone player who has all of the tools you look for in a top-
four, two-way defender. 

11. Isaac Howard — LW/RW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

A year after blowing away his U17 teammates on the stat sheet, 
Howard’s production has levelled out on the U18 team to more closely 
align with the age group’s other top prospects. Some of that is driven, 
though, by the poorest puck luck of that top group (by a wide margin). At 
time of authoring, for example, Howard led the program in shots on goal 
by double digits with 44 (to Cooley’s 34) but had just two goals to show 
for it (a 4.5 shooting percentage to Cooley’s 20.6 shooting percentage). I 
remain a big believer in Howard. He’s a lethal offensive-zone player who 
gets to the home-plate area and has some of the better hands and 
instincts in the draft. He’s also a threatening rush player who uses 
standout skating to drive through the middle. But it’s under pressure 
where his deception and small-area sense really shine through in his 
ability to play through layers to get to the home-plate area or put pucks 
into it. He’s also sneaky-strong on his feet for his size, which should help 
him continue to produce at higher levels. His points are going to come 
and when they do, don’t be surprised if you see him back inside my top 
10. 

Here’s that skating, as he drives the puck up ice, attacks past the 
defender to the middle, and completes the give-and-go with impressive 
finesse to get the puck up and under the bar from in tight while moving: 

12. Frank Nazar — C/RW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Nazar’s a player I’ve been drawn to over the last two seasons. He’s a 
threatening player from the hashmarks because of his wrister, which he 
pops off of his stick with power and precision thanks in large part to the 
balance he displays through his weight shift. He’s got quick hands, too, 
which help him deftly adjust in traffic to get shots off under pressure. He 
flashes creativity throughout his games. And he plays pucks into space 
as well as anyone in the draft, regularly executing through tight gaps in 
coverage. He’s also just a hungry, driven player who consistently targets 
the middle lane with his NHL speed. Despite his size, I see top-six tools. 

In the below video, I loved the decision to stop-up at the top of the crease 
and score back against the grain here (good quick, leading pass from 
Howard as well): 

13. Conor Geekie — C, Winnipeg Ice, 6-foot-4 

Geekie’s a rare big pivot who also has the kind of skill that can find its 
way onto the highlight reel. So it’s no surprise that he’s generating top-10 
buzz in this age group, or that he was the No. 2 pick into the WHL. And 
while his production last year really stood out and it has remained good 
on a stacked Ice team this season, I’ve also been let down more than 
once when I’ve watched him play (live and on video). He’s got impressive 
hands and body control for his size, which helps him control pucks inside 
the offensive zone and make plays while also getting the upper hand in 
board battles. He plays through bumps and thrives taking pucks from the 
cycle to dangerous areas. He also skates well enough for his size 
(skating’s certainly not going to be a strength but I don’t see it as a huge 
impediment). But I find that he forces things too much by trying to go 
one-on-one and create something that’s not there, and there’s a bit of a 
hunch to his stride that will need straightening out. It’s hard to deny the 
impressive pass-shot-hands combination he has, considering his length, 
but there are things in his game that make me wonder whether he’s 
going to have the same success making plays at the next level, when the 

size of his opponents evens out and the pace of play ramps up, as he 
does in junior. 

It is nice to see him creating in transition and getting to pucks with his 
skating a little more this season: 

Here’s Winnipeg Ice head coach James Patrick on Geekie during a 
recent conversation: “Geekie is a 6-foot-4.5, 205-pound centre who has a 
great shot, is a big body, his skating is good and definitely improved. 
He’s kind of a lanky kid still, and he has extreme confidence on the ice 
and can see the ice and make plays. I project him to be a 220-pound, 6-
foot-5 centre who is a beast down low. You just look at him and you go 
‘holy christ, when he puts 20 pounds on that frame…’ Like he is built right 
now. He’s lean and muscle. He’s going to be a real hard guy to play 
against.” 

14. Rutger McGroarty — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 6-foot-1 

There has been some souring on McGroarty in the last year and a half. 
He exploded out of the gate with the program after a talked-about minor 
hockey career but hasn’t been consistently dominant (it has been there in 
spurts) since, at least not to the degree that Cooley, Howard and Nazar 
have. I still really like the pieces of the puzzle if he can put it all together, 
though. He’s a better skater and more intelligent player than he gets 
credit for (there are some kinks he still needs to work out in his 
mechanics because it doesn’t look the prettiest but I see good power 
nonetheless), he’s got pro strength and a pro frame. He’s got great 
hands and maneuverability with the puck, and his finishing touch around 
the net is definitely there. He can really thrill when he’s on, but I’m waiting 
for him to really take over games and become more of a driver. 

How about the dexterity he shows here to corral his broken pass into a 
shooting position and turn what would become a broken play for many 
players into a goal: 

15. Jonathan Lekkerimäki — RW, Djurgårdens, 5-foot-11 

Lekkerimäki has flashed tantalizing goal-scoring acumen in Sweden’s top 
junior league early on this season, often on a line with Noah Östlund and 
Liam Öhgren, two other first-round candidates in the 2022 class. All three 
have been a ton of fun to watch but Lekkerimaki has more often dazzled. 
Even though the other two have received the greater SHL opportunities 
to date, Lekkerimäki’s late-July birthday and ability to put the puck in the 
net with consistency from mid-range make him the more exciting of the 
trio to project forward. He has progressed rapidly, quickly becoming a 
dynamo inside the offensive zone and on the power play. He’s got A-
level hands, a deceptive release, and a slyness to his game that allows 
him to get to spots to score with and without the puck. With the right 
development and patience, he’s got clear upside as a top-six creator off 
the flank. 

16. Elias Salomonsson — RHD, Skellefteå AIK, 6-foot-1 

Between the Hlinka Gretzky Cup and his fine but not inspiring start to the 
season in Sweden, the excitement that existed around Salomonsson 
after an excellent season last year has begun to dissipate a little (though 
I liked what I saw from him in exhibition and the Champions Hockey 
League). But I still like him as one of the better D prospects in the draft 
and this is the range he continues to belong in, especially when you 
consider his August 31 birthday makes him the youngest player on this 
list. He’s got work to do to tighten up his positioning and his reads but the 
things he needs to work on tend mostly to be about reps and maturity. I 
like his comfort level under pressure and confidence for a player as 
young as he is. He moves well in all four directions, he involves himself in 
a lot of plays offensively, he’s got room and runway to fill out his frame, 
and some of the finer skills (like his shot) are there. 

17. Seamus Casey — RHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-10 

Casey remains, for my money, the best 2004-born D prospect at the 
program this year (which also remains a minority opinion where the 
majority favours Ryan Chesley). There isn’t some chasm between the 
two (see Chesley’s ranking below) but I’m partial to the way Casey 
operates, which relies on his mobility its ability to adjust to pressure and 
escape. He looks effortless out there, weaving in and out of coverage, 
and mixing in delays and fakes with the puck to create space for himself 
or take it from others. He’s a fabulous puck transporter through neutral 
ice and a tactile player inside the offensive zone, where his footwork 
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shines through. He’s undersized and will need to get stronger in college, 
but his feet, stick and intuition help mitigate those concerns. 

There just aren’t many defencemen in this draft who are making this play 
and then finishing it post-and-in, for example: 

18. Noah Östlund — C, Djurgårdens IF, 5-foot-10 

After a disappointing Hlinka Gretzky Cup polarized an excellent summer 
in Sweden’s summer exhibition schedule, Östlund has settled in 
somewhere in the middle to start this season, playing well without 
separating himself from Lekkerimäki and Öhgren like he had in the 
previous two seasons. Östlund’s calling card is his airy, agile skating 
stride, excellent hands, and cleverness. He wins a ton of short races, 
creates quickly as soon as he’s in possession, and darts around the ice 
in control to get into scoring areas or facilitate from the perimeter. His 
lack of size and strength are definitely going to be impediments as he 
progresses up level, but he’s got the benefit of time and his skating to fall 
back on. There’s some risk that comes with selecting him but I qualify the 
prospects ranked 1-13 here as the ‘A’ or ‘A-minus’ prospects of the draft 
and I’m not sure he’ll be any more of a gamble than the other ‘B-plus’ 
prospect in the mid-to-late teens. 

Watch the way he catches this neutral zone pass in the middle, handles it 
in stride, attacks the middle, and then improvises around coverage to 
score here (great little pass to find him by the next player on this list, 
too…): 

19. Liam Öhgren — LW, Djurgårdens IF, six-feet 

I’ve got Öhgren ranked as the third-best prospect of the Djurgårdens trio 
here, but the fact that they’re ranked 15, 18 and 19 should tell you that I 
could be easily convinced to flip them. Öhgren’s the one with the most 
readymade pro game in that he’s already got size and muscle that his 
two contemporaries lack. After a standout performance at the Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup, he set a torrid pace in September, generating shots, 
scoring chances, and goals at an impressive pace at the junior level. 
That run of play combined with his more mature frame gave him the 
greater SHL opportunity of the three to start the season. He doesn’t have 
Lekkerimäki’s flair or Östlund’s skating, but that doesn’t make Öhgren 
any less interesting as a shot-and-pass threat. I love the way he shades 
into and away from pressure in control, too. 

20. Ryan Chesley — RHD, U.S. NTDP, six-feet 

Chesley’s counting stats aren’t where he’s used to having them (or where 
first-round picks usually have them) this season but I haven’t actually had 
serious issue with the way he has played. Most of the underlying 
numbers are still there, he’s defending well, and he’s still regularly 
demonstrating tools that project. He’s a sturdy four-way skater who plays 
hard, defends with tight gaps, commands his ice in control of the puck, 
and plays with a boldness offensively that sees him join a lot of rushes 
and frequently attack off the line to use his point shot (which comes off of 
his blade hard). I don’t think he’s a particularly creative player (there are 
times when he would benefit from slowing things down both offensively 
and defensively) but the other makings of a good top-four defender are 
there. 

21. David Goyette — C/LW, Sudbury Wolves, 5-foot-10 

This is where the draft begins to taper off for me. It’s also where I feel 
comfortable sticking my neck out for Goyette, who has quickly become 
one of my favourite prospects in the draft to watch since blowing me 
away in Calgary at Hockey Canada’s summer showcase. He’s a 
beautiful, effortless skater with a flowing stride who catches and handles 
pucks with ease at speed. He tries (and executes) difficult plays 
offensively with his hands by finessing pucks under sticks, through feet 
and into space for himself, and then stays on them inside the offensive 
zone to create for himself or draw defenders in so that he can feed pucks 
into soft spots in coverage for his linemates. He’s clearly an impressive 
athlete, too. There’s just a breeziness to his game that is hard to find. 

22. Jack Hughes — C, Northeastern University, six-feet 

Hughes, like Chesley, is a prospect I’ve continued to like whenever I’ve 
watched him play this season. Even as the point totals haven’t come as a 
freshman with the Huskies, he has continued to manufacture offence in 
his minutes, he’s getting good looks for himself (which I’d insist he has 
always gotten even when his production skewed towards the assist 

column at the program). Plus, his linemates (Preds prospect 
Gunnarwolfe Fontaine and Ducks prospect Sam Colangelo to start, draft 
re-entry Matt Choupani and Rangers prospect Riley Hughes of late) 
haven’t done him any favours converting on what he has created for 
them. I still see a diligent two-way centre who skates well, possesses 
excellent hands, has a great deal of poise under pressure, and thrives as 
a distributor when backdoor options open up. He doesn’t have star 
power, but I won’t be surprised if becomes a good middle-six pivot in the 
NHL. 

23. Ty Nelson — RHD, North Bay Battalion, 5-foot-10 

I’ve been surprised by how much I’ve found myself returning to watch the 
Battalion play this season. Brandon Coe (Sharks), Matvei Petrov (Oilers), 
and Liam Arnsby (2022) play a part in that. But Nelson, the No. 1 pick in 
the 2020 OHL draft, is the real draw. He has always been a draw for his 
offensive skill. But he’s also a stocky, athletic kid who is heavy over his 
skates, has grown nearly two inches, and already weighs in at 195 
pounds. There’s some risk-taking that comes with his game but as he 
learns to simplify a bit, he’s got all of the makings of a modern offensive 
defenseman and some of the makings of a bit of a throwback (he has not 
shied away physically as a rookie). His head is always up, his shot is a 
weapon and he’s not afraid to use it, he’s eager to activate up ice and 
join the rush or lead a transition sequence, he side-steps pressure with 
ease, and while I wouldn’t say he’s fast per se, his stride is compact and 
balanced, which allows him to weave up ice and spin off of pressure. 

24. Filip Mesar — LW/RW, HK Poprad, 5-foot-10 

I’m a big, big fan of Mesar’s game. He’s an A-level skater (or close) who 
thrives with the puck on his stick, can play on the perimeter or knife to the 
inside, and can use space to feed pucks into it or take it to use his 
versatile and deceptive shot. He’s also a highly involved player who 
works to use his speed to push tempo and chase down loose pucks. I’ve 
seen him make NHL skill plays on one shift and win a series of 50/50 
battles to make something happen on the next. The fear is that he 
doesn’t have a game-breaking offensive dimension, nor the size, to turn 
his enticing package into a high-end NHL player. But that’s a challenge 
many in this range will face. 

25. Alexander Perevalov — LW/RW, Loko Yaroslavl, six-feet 

Perevalov’s a kid I’ve tried to make time for this season because he 
wasn’t on the first-round radar a year ago but he took a strong showing at 
the Hlinka Gretzky Cup and parlayed it into a sensational run in the MHL 
thus far this season, playing close to a goal per game and two points per 
game in Russia’s top junior level (extremely rare numbers for a 17-year-
old). And whenever I have watched him, I’ve settled anywhere from 
impressed to wowed by his ability to do everything offensively. A lot of 
kids are one or two-dimensional players who rely on specific skills to do 
most of their damage, and either thrive in transition because of their 
timing and skating, or excel inside the offensive zone when the game 
slows down because of their problem-solving and talent. Perevalov has a 
little bit of everything (except maybe a separation gear as a skater) in his 
arsenal. 

He’ll beat you standing still with his shot: 

And he’ll beat you moving with his poise and playmaking sense: 

26. Marco Kasper — C, Rögle BK, 6-foot-1 

For the second time in three years, Austria will likely produce a first-
round draft pick, with Kasper joining 2020’s Marco Rossi. He’s not a lock 
in the way Rossi was. He’s not going to go top-10, like Rossi did, either. 
But he’s an advanced 200-foot centre like Rossi was (is) and that has 
pushed him into the SHL at an early age. He actually played 10 games 
for Rögle last year and he’s already past that this year, despite having 
actually played fewer games at Sweden’s J20 level (a very rare 
progression path). He doesn’t look out of place either. After posting six 
points in six games in the Champions Hockey League with the pro club, 
he has fit in playing a regular shift in the SHL. I don’t see game-breaking 
skill, finishing or creativity, per se, but he’s a strong skater who plays with 
pro pace, plays on the interior, and makes plays all over the ice. It 
wouldn’t surprise me in the least if he became a contributing — maybe 
even impactful — NHL player in time. 

27. Simon Forsmark — LHD, Örebro HK, 6-foot-2 
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Forsmark is a mobile, pro-built two-way defender who plays an active, 
engaged style that involves himself in all three zones. He’s eager to join 
and lead rushes in transition with his long stride (though there is some 
work to do on his footwork and timing). He plays tight gaps back the 
other way, he’s physical and uses his size to win battles and leverage 
pucks away from opposing carriers, and he manages the puck with poise 
and efficiency. His October 2003 birthday makes him one of the older 
players in the draft, but there’s polish to him that’s reflective of that. 

28. Denton Mateychuk — LHD, Moose Jaw Warriors, 5-foot-11 

Mateychuk’s numbers don’t yet leap off the page for a player who has the 
kind of reputation that he does (he’d rank higher than here in a 
consensus among scouts and played for Team Canada at U17s as an 
underage), but he plays a reliable and calculating game built around his 
mobility and sound decision-making, plus he’s a July birthday so he’s got 
plenty of time to build on his strong foundation and develop some 
distinguishing qualities. He’s already a plus-level skater, which helps him 
steer opposing players into tough spots despite not being the biggest 
guy. 

I asked Moose Jaw head coach Mark O’Leary about Mateychuk recently. 
Here’s what he said: “He was our best player in training camp and 
exhibition. He has really taken a step this year in terms of knowing when 
to play offence and when to defend. He has been dangerous in all four 
corners of the rink. He’s a great player.” 

29. Nathan Gaucher — C, Quebec Remparts, 6-foot-3 

Gaucher, like Mateychuk, remains a player that I like but don’t quite see 
the upside that many others do (there’s a building consensus that he’ll be 
drafted in the teens). He’s on the older side of the draft, with a frame that 
reflects that. But this is also his third season in junior hockey, which puts 
a tighter timeframe on his progression to the pro level, and whenever I’ve 
watched him I’ve come away thinking “that’s a good, complementary 
hockey player” rather than “that’s a difference-maker.” He’s a point-per-
game guy who makes the odd skill play, is relied upon by his coach, 
Patrick Roy, to play in all situations, and excels on the cycle and in give-
and-go situations. He’s also a right-shot centre, which doesn’t hurt. But 
he’s not going to generate a ton of his own looks, or take over with his 
skill level, or be the best player on a line. 

30. Antonin Verreault — LW, Gatineau Olympiques, 5-foot-8 

Verreault has been a name prospect for some time now. He was a minor 
hockey star. He led Team Canada in scoring at the Youth Olympics. 
Then he was the No. 2 pick in the QMJHL draft. Then he led all QMJHL 
rookies in assists, was named to the All-Rookie Team, and won the 
league’s offensive rookie of the year award. His numbers this year 
haven’t been quite as flashy, hovering around a point per game, but the 
Olympiques have faced some challenges as a team and he’s still their 
leading scorer. And while he’ll need huge numbers to go in the first round 
at his size, and there are concerns about his ability to get to the interior, I 
still like him here on the merits of his talent. If he makes it, it’ll be as a 
playmaking type who has the puck on his stick, plays on the man 
advantage and makes deft little skill plays inside the offensive zone. 
Though he’s not lacking in effort or detail defensively, that’s never going 
to be a strength of his almost by default. But his gifts with the puck are 
clear in the deception that’s layered into his carries, the little fakes he 
uses to make defenders and goalies bite, and the way he operates when 
the game breaks down into little small area plays. And he’s got to 
problem-solve his way through pressure as a handler and facilitator. 

31. Tristan Luneau — RHD, Gatineau Olympiques, 6-foot-2 

Luneau was the first pick in the 2020 QMJHL draft, directly in front of 
Verreault (who became his teammate because the Olympiques held both 
of the top choices). And even more so than Verreault, he looked like a 
surefire first-rounder through the Youth Olympics (where he was an 
assistant captain) and into his strong rookie season in the QMJHL (which 
coincidentally won him the league’s defensive rookie of the year award). 
This year, though, hasn’t gone the way he wanted. He missed Canada’s 
summer showcase and the start of this year due to surgery on a lower-
body injury and hasn’t looked quite himself since returning. His game 
isn’t dynamic, but he’s a smooth-skating (without being explosive) right-
shot defenseman who can competently run a power play, he’s a plus-
level passer (he doesn’t have a big shot), he reads the play at a high 

level with and without the puck at both ends, he plays with a great deal of 
poise, and he’s good in transition. I still see two-way, play-driving upside. 

32. Lane Hutson — LHD, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-8 

Look, I get it: You can count on one hand the number of defencemen this 
size in the NHL at any given time. And those guys have never been 
selected in the first round. I don’t expect Hutson to be, either. But he’s a 
unique player who uses a light (though not powerful) stride to create 
entries and exits, weave past coverage, escape pressure, and find or 
create seams. He also sees the ice beautifully, regularly identifying plays 
a step ahead of the opposition. And while his size will continue to make 
evaluators pause, I actually quite like the way he defends. He gets back 
to so many loose pucks that he doesn’t have to rely all that much on 
engaging in battles and even when he does, his positioning and active 
stick help him stick to opposing carriers and remain disruptive. I wouldn’t 
be surprised if he becomes a sly two-way No. 4 or No. 5 defenceman in 
time. And look, he’s an inch taller this year than he was last year! 

The Ranking 

As usual, the full top 64 is broken down into tiers below in order to give 
you a better sense for the fluidity within groupings. The tiers are as 
follows: 1, 2, 3-10, 11-13, 14-20, 21-52, 53-64 (and beyond). I’ve also 
highlighted each prospect’s movement since the release of my 
preseason top 32 in September. 

2022 NHL Draft Ranking (Preliminary) 

RANK  PLAYER   POS.   LEAGUE   TEAM   COUNTRY  
 CHANGE   

1 

Shane Wright 

C 

OHL 

Kingston 

🇨🇦 

- 

2 

Matthew Savoie 

C 

WHL 

Winnipeg 

🇨🇦 

- 

3 

Simon Nemec 

RHD 

Slovakia 

Nitra 

🇸🇰 

Up 1 

4 

Brad Lambert 

C/RW 

Liiga 

JYP 

🇫🇮 
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Down 1 

5 

Danila Yurov 

LW/RW 

KHL 

Magnitogorsk 

🇷🇺 

- 

6 

Joakim Kemell 

RW 

Liiga 

JYP 

🇫🇮 

Up 11 

7 

Ivan Miroshnichenko 

LW/RW 

VHL 

Omskie 

🇷🇺 

Down 1 

8 

Juraj Slafkovsky 

LW 

Liiga 

TPS 

🇸🇰 

- 

9 

Logan Cooley 

C 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Up 1 

10 

David Jiricek 

RHD 

Czech 

Plzen 

🇨🇿 

Up 8 

11 

Isaac Howard 

LW/RW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 4 

12 

Frank Nazar 

C/RW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 3 

13 

Conor Geekie 

C 

WHL 

Winnipeg 

🇨🇦 

Up 3 

14 

Rutger McGroarty 

C/LW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 3 

15 

Jonathan Lekkerimäki 

RW 

J20/SHL 

Djurgårdens 

🇸🇪 

NR 

16 

Elias Salomonsson 

RHD 

J20/SHL 

Skellefteå 

🇸🇪 

Down 1 

17 

Seamus Casey 

RHD 
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NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 4 

18 

Noah Östlund 

C 

J20/SHL 

Djurgårdens 

🇸🇪 

Up 3 

19 

Liam Öhgren 

LW 

J20/SHL 

Djurgårdens 

🇸🇪 

NR 

20 

Ryan Chesley 

RHD 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 6 

21 

David Goyette 

C/LW 

OHL 

Sudbury 

🇨🇦 

Down 2 

22 

Jack Hughes 

C 

NCAA 

Northeastern 

🇺🇸 

Down 10 

23 

Ty Nelson 

RHD 

OHL 

North Bay 

🇨🇦 

Up 4 

24 

Filip Mesar 

LW/RW 

Slovakia 

Poprad 

🇸🇰 

Up 6 

25 

Alexander Perevalov 

LW/RW 

MHL 

Yaroslavl 

🇷🇺 

NR 

26 

Marco Kasper 

C 

J20/SHL 

Rögle 

🇦🇹 

NR 

27 

Simon Forsmark 

LHD 

J20/SHL 

Orebro 

🇸🇪 

NR 

28 

Denton Mateychuk 

LHD 

WHL 

Moose Jaw 

🇨🇦 

Up 4 

29 

Nathan Gaucher 

C 

QMJHL 

Quebec 

🇨🇦 

- 
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30 

Antonin Verreault 

LW 

QMJHL 

Gatineau 

🇨🇦 

Down 5 

31 

Tristan Luneau 

D 

QMJHL 

Gatineau 

🇨🇦 

Down 11 

32 

Lane Hutson 

LHD 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 4 

33 

Jack Devine 

RW 

NCAA 

U. of Denver 

🇺🇸 

Down 10 

34 

Markus Vidicek 

C 

QMJHL 

Halifax 

🇨🇦 

Down 10 

35 

Miko Matikka 

RW 

U20/Liiga 

Jokerit 

🇫🇮 

NR 

36 

Mats Lindgren 

LHD 

WHL 

Kamloops 

🇨🇦 

NR 

37 

Jordan Dumais 

RW 

QMJHL 

Halifax 

🇨🇦 

NR 

38 

Mattias Hävelid 

RHD 

J20 

Linköping 

🇸🇪 

Down 7 

39 

Jordan Gustafson 

C 

WHL 

Seattle 

🇨🇦 

NR 

40 

Matthew Poitras 

C 

OHL 

Guelph 

🇨🇦 

NR 

41 

Ludwig Persson 

C 

J20/SHL 

Frolunda 

🇸🇪 

NR 

42 

Paul Ludwinski 

C 

OHL 
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Kingston 

🇨🇦 

NR 

43 

Kevin Korchinski 

LHD 

WHL 

Seattle 

🇨🇦 

NR 

44 

Rieger Lorenz 

C 

AJHL 

Okotoks 

🇨🇦 

NR 

45 

Hunter Haight 

C 

OHL 

Barrie 

🇨🇦 

NR 

46 

Cruz Lucius 

RW/LW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

Down 24 

47 

Cutter Gauthier 

LW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

NR 

48 

Jimmy Snuggerud 

RW 

NTDP 

U18 

🇺🇸 

NR 

49 

Bryce McConnell-Barker 

C 

OHL 

Soo 

🇨🇦 

NR 

50 

Pano Fimis 

C 

OHL 

Niagara 

🇨🇦 

NR 

51 

Brandon Lisowsky 

C 

WHL 

Saskatoon 

🇨🇦 

NR 

52 

Mathew Ward 

RW 

WHL 

Swift Current 

🇨🇦 

NR 

53 

Julian Lutz 

LW/RW 

DEL 

Munchen 

🇩🇪 

NR 

54 

Jani Nyman 

LW 

Liiga 

Ilves 

🇫🇮 

NR 

55 
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Filip Bystedt 

C 

J20/SHL 

Linkoping 

🇸🇪 

NR 

56 

Ilya Kvochko 

C 

MHL 

Magnitogorsk 

🇷🇺 

NR 

57 

Otto Salin 

RHD 

U20/Liiga 

HIFK 

🇫🇮 

NR 

58 

Artyom Duda 

LHD 

MHL 

Moskva 

🇷🇺 

NR 

59 

Calle Odelius 

LHD 

J20/SHL 

Djurgårdens 

🇸🇪 

NR 

60 

Danny Zhilkin 

C 

OHL 

Guelph 

🇨🇦 

NR 

61 

Liam Arnsby 

C 

OHL 

North Bay 

🇨🇦 

NR 

62 

Luke Woodworth 

C/RW 

QMJHL 

Drummondville 

🇨🇦 

NR 

63 

Kasper Kulonummi 

RHD 

U20/Liiga 

Jokerit 

🇫🇮 

NR 

64 

Justin Côté 

C/LW 

QMJHL 

Drummondville 

🇨🇦 

NR 

Honourable mentions (79): Devin Kaplan, Raul Yakupov, Keaton 
Dowhaniuk, Nicholas Moldenhaur, Jiri Kulich, Jake Furlong, Ryan 
Abraham, Max Namestnikov, Vladimir Grudinin, Maddox Fleming, Logan 
McCutcheon, Cedrick Guindon, Pier-Olivier Roy, Kasper Lundell, Tyler 
Brennan, Michael Mesic, Tyler Duke, Ryan Greene, Cam Lund, Tomas 
Hamara, Alexander Suzdalev, Ruslan Gazizov, Sergei Ivanov, Gleb 
Trikozov, Cole Spicer, Kirill Kudryavtsev, Mason Beaupit, Jeremy 
Langlois, Valdemar Johansson, Tim Almgren, Rastislav Elias, Gavin 
Hayes, Elmeri Laakso, Sam Alfano, Ryan Healey, Niklas Kokko, Topi 
Ronni, Maveric Lamoureux, Brody Crane, Lian Bichsel, Michael 
Mastrodomenico, Layton Feist, Jonathan Melee, Tucker Tynan, Arseni 
Koromyslov, Filip Nordberg, Jace Weir, Michael Buchinger, Hannes 
Hellberg, Jake Karabela, Cole Knuble, Tyler Haskins, Jacob Guevin, 
Boston Buckberger, Bowden Singleton, Michael Abgrall, Josh 
Niedermayer, Josh Nadeau, George Fegaras, Sam Rinzel, Tristan 
Sarsland, Brennan Ali, Nolan Joyce, Michael Callow, Grayson Badger, 
Liam Steele, Luke Devlin, Matthew Morden, Oskar Asplund, Ludvig 
Jansson, Dominik Rymon, Petr Hauser, Charlie Wright, Jakub Kopecky, 
Alex Sotek, Alexander Pelevin, Jorian Donovan, Braedan Bowman, Luca 
Del Bel Belluz. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' early-season accolades are mounting, but focus is 
on that silver trophy 

 

Mark Spector 
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EDMONTON — Connor McDavid is the best player in the world. And 
he’s not even leading his own team in scoring. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins isn’t sure if he’s streaking or slumping — he hasn’t 
scored a goal yet, but he’s leading the entire National Hockey League 
with 13 assists. 

The power play has been the NHL’s best for two years running and is 
killing it again this season at 46.4 per cent through nine games. That unit 
matched a franchise record by scoring a power-play goal in its ninth-
straight game to start the season Wednesday, something this 
organization has seen twice before, in '79-'80 and '86-'87. 

You do know who was staffing that power play back in 1986, right? 
Gretzky, Kurri, Messier, Anderson, Coffey….. 

Hall of Famers, all. 

Meanwhile, we all quietly thought that Leon Draisaitl’s Hart Trophy 
interlude two seasons ago was just an interruption of the McDavid 
hardware train. “C’mon,” you said. “How is that ever going to happen 
again?” 

Well, Draisaitl may just be the second-best player in the game today, as 
lethal from his spot on the Oilers' power play as Alex Ovechkin is from his 
in Washington. 

And unselfish? 

Draisaitl had two goals late in the game against Nashville when he broke 
in on a two-on-one with Jesse Puljujarvi. An open net awaiting, Draisaitl 
passed away the hat trick puck, settling for the final assist in a tidy 5-2 
win over Nashville. 

“I’m more than fine giving the puck to someone else to score,” he said. “I 
love watching other guys score — love scoring myself too — but I just 
thought he had a better angle.” 

No he didn’t. But Puljujarvi, McDavid’s usual right-winger, hadn’t scored 
in six games. 

“I just thought he was in a better spot than me,” insisted Draisaitl. 

After Wednesday night, Draisaitl (9-11-20) is the first player to have 20 
points in the first nine games of a season since Mario Lemieux back in 
2002. Like, who is matching Lemieux records, in 2021? 

“The confidence is there right now. I don’t know what else to say,” began 
Draisaitl, who we can attest likes nothing less than to be sitting on a 
podium speaking to his own fine play. 

So he cut to the chase, finally. 

Draisaitl snaps home his second of the game 

Us writers are here to chronicle every one of these marks, longing for 
some of those records set by the dynasty Oilers, or Lemieux’s 
untouchable marks, to fall. 

Draisaitl, McDavid, Nugent-Hopkins… They’re averting their eyes when it 
comes to the early-season accolades. 

It’s the big, silver guy at the end of the road they are focused on, and that 
won’t be contested for months down the road. 

“We’re all here to win,” said Draisaitl, a Hart and Art Ross Trophy winner. 
“Individual stats, individual awards, I’ve been there and I’ve done that. I’m 
very proud of it, but that’s not why I’m here. That’s not why Connor’s 
here. That isn’t why anyone is here. 

“This start is great for me, for us as a group. But we’re just looking to help 
the team win, do the little things right, continue to get better. And win.” 

As a team the Oilers are now 8-1 after dispatching of the pesky 
Predators, perched atop the Western Conference, trailing only the two 
unbeaten clubs — Carolina and Florida — in the league standings. 

Good? It’s not going good in Edmonton right now. 

It’s going GREAT, as the Oilers' 8-1 mark matches the 1985-86 team for 
a franchise record. 

How are Oilers sustaining such outstanding offense? 

It’s all very confusing to the longest-serving Oiler, Nugent-Hopkins, who 
has never enjoyed anything even resembling this kind of success — or 
been part of a lineup close to this deep — since the Hockey Gods 
damned him to a decade of futility here back at that 2011 draft. 

Today he’s feasting on apples, yet is goal-starved. Simultaneously 
streaking and slumping, full and empty all at the same time. 

“It’s one of those things, where I have been on streaks, or slumps, like 
this in my career,” he said, unsure of which he was currently 
enjoying/enduring. “You just stick with it and you know it will come 
eventually. I might need one to bounce off of me and go in, but the main 
thing is that we are winning right now and it is a lot of fun when we are 
doing that. 

“I know it will come… or I think it will come, I am getting less confident in 
that. You just stick with it and try to make the right play in the situation. 
When we are winning and people are putting the puck in the net, it 
doesn’t bother me.” 

The Oilers are 15-5 in their past 20 home games, while McDavid has a 
point in every game this season. He is working on a 17-game scoring 
streak, going back to last season (12-28-40). 

You want depth? 

With Devin Shore’s goal — he moved up to replace Derek Ryan as the 
third-line centre — Edmonton’s third line has a goal in seven of the 
team’s nine games this season. 

It’s going good here, folks. Real good. 

If only the playoffs weren’t so far away. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Simmonds, Maple Leafs speak passionately for Kyle 
Beach, systemic change 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Mere hours after Robin Lehner challenged his peers to join 
him in speaking up for Kyle Beach, for systemic and cultural change in 
how the NHL and its Players’ Association deal with serious issues, 
several members of the Toronto Maple Leafs did so with conviction. 

Both as a full team and in smaller informal groups, Beach’s long-deferred 
truth, the Chicago Blackhawks' lack of initial action, and the PA’s 
mishandling of one of its own has been a major source of conversation 
amongst Maple Leafs players over the past week. 

A union call was held Monday, and another investigation into chief 
Donald Fehr’s role in the fallout is pending. 

Starting with the most passionate among them, we’ll leave the floor to the 
Leafs players Wednesday, as they continue a critical discussion Beach 
boldly started. 

Lehner says NHL players need believe Beach, push for culture change 

WAYNE SIMMONDS: “First of all, I want to send my condolences to Kyle 
Beach. Everything that happened is heartbreaking. I found myself 
watching that interview, and I started to tear up a little bit. The thing that 
got me was when they asked him about the 16-year-old, and he 
apologized. To me, he has nothing to apologize for. He was the one who 
was wronged. 

“This is something that's systemic. I find in the NHL when something 
happens bad, the guys are afraid to speak up because of repercussions. 
And that's something that's definitely got to change. It's unacceptable. I 
think within our dressing room — within a lot of other teams’ dressing 
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rooms — now the culture is starting to change and starting to roll over, 
considering the new blood, fresh blood that's coming into the league. 

“I'm in lockstep with what Robin Lehner said last night. More players got 
to speak up. More players got to do their part. We don't want this to 
continue to happen. As we go down the line here, we got to make it 
better for the guys that are coming in after us. It's not about us anymore. 
It's about what happens to the young kids that are coming into the league 
now. 

“I feel everyone must be held accountable. Whether it's NHL, NHLPA — 
everyone has to be held accountable. There's no excuses. This can't just 
be another fleeting moment where it's here now and then gone 
tomorrow.” 

Wayne Simmonds says his faith in the NHLPA has been shaken 

MORGAN RIELLY: “It’s troubling. As a hockey community, there’s a lot to 
take in there [from Beach’s interview]. There’s a lot to be ashamed about. 
And I think we as a group would be remiss if we didn’t step back and 
analyze what we could’ve done differently in that situation. So, I think [we 
must] try to look ahead at what we can do to create the proper resources 
for players to go and speak up and try to prevent that from happening 
again. 

“[We need] that ability to create a safe space and the resources available 
to players to go and feel supported by people who are going to believe 
what they say. Players and staff and all people have the ability to reach 
out and ask for help and feel comfortable with that.” 

Maple Leafs having many conversations on how to improve hockey 
culture 

JASON SPEZZA: “It was extremely difficult to see a guy go through that 
much pain — and a lot of courage on his part to come forward. And 
hopefully we can have change. 

“Everyone is stricken by what’s happened, and it’s forcing everyone to 
take a deep look into how things are run and what can be improved and 
how we cannot have problems like this moving forward. So, I think the 
PA will take a very serious approach to creating a better support system 
for players and working on it. But it’s a work in progress and an eye-
opener for everyone.” 

ALEXANDER KERFOOT: “We’re all thinking of Kyle. We’re all having 
discussions internally and we’re on calls like that, finding out where we 
went wrong, what we can do better, how we can improve the systems in 
place so that something like this doesn’t happen again — because 
obviously something like that has no place in hockey. We feel for Kyle. 
Unfortunately, we’re never going to be able to take back what happened, 
but we have to be able to learn from it and grow from it. 

“Things like that are still going to happen, unfortunately, as horrible as it 
is, but there needs to be a better system in place to be able to deal with it 
and cope with things like that going forward. If there is someone else who 
has an incident or something else similar, we need to be more aware and 
more open and be able to lookout for each other as players, as 
organizations, and as a league in general. And be able to be there for 
people like that in a way that we weren’t for Kyle.” 

SPEZZA: “It’s important that we make the right steps, not the quick steps. 
[Lehner’s voice] shows where the younger generation of guys is at, the 
maturity in them wanting to tackle some of these issues. I think it’s a 
great thing. And I think we’ve all learned a lot over the last decade about 
mental health, social awareness — a lot of stuff that wasn’t talked about 
when I was coming into the league. This is a great time for us as players 
to grow as a group, and Robin seems to want to be at the forefront of it.” 

SIMMONDS: “Everyone within locker rooms right now are open to the 
conversation. It’s something incredibly saddening. And to see that 
happen… I was in the league back then [in 2010], when that happened. It 
just rips my heart out to see what Kyle Beach has gone through. And he's 
had to sit with that pain, that anguish for the last 11 years. Not being able 
to speak his mind, speak his truth. And I think that's a shame.” 

KERFOOT: “He’s a player just like us, right? It obviously could’ve 
happened to anyone. The conversations are ongoing. We’re still going to 
have them. It’s not like we have any answers right now.” 

SIMMONDS: “Our conversations centred around how unbelievable it was 
— and the fact that something that actually got brought up during the 
time could get passed over by so many people. I think that's the biggest 
crime, especially to Kyle Beach. That's something that should’ve been 
handled immediately. Something like that is so… how do I say this? I 
don't really have words. Like, what I'm going through, what I'm 
processing through my mind, it's unacceptable. 

“I don't know if we can have an independent arbitrator or something 
outside of the league where players can speak up, so that it's just not in 
the hands of the teams or the NHL. So that there's an outside view, to 
where they're not thinking about who's getting punishment here or who's 
going to get taken out of a GM spot or coaching spot. Because when it 
comes to sexual assault and a lot of other matters in this league, people 
shouldn't be afraid to speak up. People shouldn't be afraid to tell the truth 
without fear of repercussions.” 

RIELLY: “My level of faith [in the Players’ Association leadership]? It’s a 
good question. I don’t have a proper answer for that. I wasn’t on the call 
[Monday], but I got a rundown afterwards. We’re going to let this take its 
course for now, and we’re going to have to reassess at some point.” 

SIMMONDS, on whether the handling of Beach has shaken his faith in 
the NHLPA: “Quite frankly, yeah, it has.” 

Quotes have been lightly edited for brevity and clarity. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Robin Lehner asks peers to support Kyle Beach: 'I wish 
more people step up and fight' 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Robin Lehner won’t back down from an uncomfortable truth 
or a systematic tornado. 

Honestly, the goaltender who has bipolar disorder says, it isn’t easy for 
him to be NHL players’ flagbearer for justice. 

To step to a podium sweaty and exhausted and speak up for his and 
future generations after getting shelled 4-0 by a suddenly woke Toronto 
Maple Leafs offence. 

To answer two questions about a lopsided loss and nine more about 
sexual abuse and cultural change and player-union-league relations in 
the wake of Kyle Beach’s brave bombshell. 

To be a vigilant voice in a culture that favours the safe cliché. 

“You guys are asking me [questions], and honestly it's not that 
comfortable for me because I'm trying to focus on winning the hockey 
games too,” Lehner exhaled Tuesday night. 

“But some things are bigger than winning.” 

Few players are bigger than Lehner. 

Literally, sure. The imposing Swede’s six-foot-four, 250-pound frame 
leaves little net to pick. 

But we’re talking about the size of Lehner’s heart. 

"Some things are bigger than winning." 

What other active player got on the horn with Beach shortly after seeing 
the former prospect put his real name to the lawsuit and spill his pain to 
the world? 

“An emotional call. I commended him a lot. He's changing people's lives 
by the bravery of speaking out. I just want to be there for him and support 
him through this, and I think the majority of players I’ve talked to are all 
on the same page,” Lehner said. 
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“At the end of the day, people need to be held accountable that knew.… 
It's part of healing, you know, getting some justice. And that's what we all 
want.” 

Moments after enduring 60 high-danger minutes under the crosshairs of 
Auston Matthews & Co., Lehner pointed the sights at his fellow players. 

Hockey players should know better than most: There’s strength in 
numbers. 

Even prior to the public revelation of the Chicago Blackhawks’ scandal, 
Lehner, you may recall, had been meeting with the NHL and the Players’ 
Association to discuss how the league could better deal with mental 
health, prescription medicine and other sensitive issues. 

Those talks, Lehner says, have been positive. He believes everyone’s 
heart is in the right place. 

And yet, Lehner doesn’t want his voice to be the only one. 

Surely the goalie would be heartened to learn that, at the behest of 
captain Patrice Bergeron and head coach Bruce Cassidy, the entire 
Boston Bruins sat and watched Rick Westhead’s conversation with 
Beach together. 

Maybe the goalie would be a touch disheartened, as we were, to find out 
that many NHLers still haven’t watched that interview. 

“I encourage more teams to just talk about it and make sure that we're a 
part of it, so that this doesn't happen again. It's not just on the NHLPA or 
NHL. All players need to take this seriously if you want change and 
culture change,” Lehner challenged. 

“Honestly, it's extremely tough for me to do [talk about] it. But, you know, 
sometimes my principles and how I feel take over. But at the end of the 
day, I just want more players to — whatever [the issue] is — take a 
stand. Because we, as players, can bring change as much as anyone 
else. 

“Again, it's difficult for me, and I wish more people step up and fight. 
Because it’s for our kids, hopefully my kids, a lot of players’ kids. We 
want them to succeed in playing in this league. We want hockey and the 
NHL to be as good as possible.” 

A baby step toward that goal took place Monday, as about 80 active 
players (roughly 10 per cent of the union) hopped on a PA conference 
call to discuss how Beach’s complaint slipped through the cracks and 
how to make certain such abhorrent neglect never happens again. 

Lehner declined to dive into specifics of the call. And with some in the 
industry calling for the heads of Gary Bettman and/or Donald Fehr, 
Lehner maintains he has no interest in finger-pointing or trying to get men 
fired. 

“Everything I'm doing is for Kyle Beach. He hasn't been given the benefit 
of the doubt for a long time,” Lehner said. “We got a guy that hasn’t been 
heard for 10 years. He needs to get the benefit of the doubt this time. We 
need to do that properly.” 

As difficult as these conversations are, Lehner always seems up for 
them. 

The 12-year veteran (and onetime Blackhawk) understands that no two 
NHLers’ experiences are alike, though, and a class divide must be 
bridged if 800 or so players are to form a united front. 

Lehner wants people to realize that, depending on the organization, 
fringe players live a much different life than the superstars. But that 
doesn’t mean we should rush to blame hockey’s silent stars, he clarifies. 

“It's unfair to put it on the star players, too, that they don't speak up 
enough. Because to be quite honest, from what I've seen, they don't see 
a lot of the things that need to change. So, they get different treatment,” 
Lehner said. 

“I encourage everyone to talk to each other and have conversations. And 
we need to be a part of it. If we talk about culture, whatever, it needs to 
come from the players. Honestly, everyone needs to talk about it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Jack Campbell’s next contract is already top priority 
for Maple Leafs' Dubas 

Toronto Maple Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell (36). (Frank Gunn/CP) 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – With every win, every shutout, and every round of 
“Soooooup!” chants that ring throughout Scotiabank Arena, the leverage 
shifts Jack Campbell’s way. 

No wonder Kyle Dubas and the Toronto Maple Leafs have, as 
Sportsnet’s Nick Kypreos reported Tuesday, begun contract extension 
negotiations with their No. 1 goaltender and most critical pending 
unrestricted free agent. 

Building upon his NHL-record-breaking 11-0 start out of the gate last 
season, Campbell has looked even sharper and more consistent early in 
this one, despite only recently receiving the run support a Maple Leafs 
netminder should come to expect. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

By shutting out a shorthanded Vegas Golden Knights squad Tuesday, 
Campbell’s record improved to 4-2-1, his save percentage to .929, and 
his goals-against average to 1.99. 

No pending UFA goalie with at least three appearances has a better 
GAA. And of that group, only Edmonton’s Mikko Koskinen, 33, has more 
wins. 

Peering ahead to 2022’s UFA goalie carousel, the late-blooming 
Campbell’s sharp performance has thrust the 29-year-old into a 
conversation among Colorado’s Darcy Kuemper, 32, and Columbus’s 
Joonas Korpisalo, 28, as the most valuable members of that class. The 
rest are decent backup options (Jaroslav Halak, Martin Jones), unproven 
commodities (Anton Forsberg, Ville Husso) or ageing champs (Marc-
Andre Fleury, Braden Holtby). 

Campbell is one of the rare options whose stock is on the rise. Heck, it’s 
not a stretch that Team USA might need to put the Michigan native on its 
radar for one of its three Olympic slots. 

Asked if Kypreos’s report was accurate — if Dubas and agent Kurt 
Overhardt, had opened talks — Campbell neither confirmed nor denied. 

“I'm not really sure. I’m just focused on the game,” Campbell replied. 
“That's where my focus is at.” 

OK. But what would a long-term commitment to the Maple Leafs mean to 
you? 

“I truly love it here,” Campbell beamed. 

“The guys have taken me in like I've been here my whole career. Special 
group. Special city. The fans are incredible. And any time they embrace 
me the way they have, it means a lot to me, and there’s nothing more I’d 
love than to stay here. I guess, ultimately, all we can do — myself 
included — is win hockey games.” 

After Dubas announced the signing of Morgan Rielly to an eight-year, 
$60-million extension Friday, the executive was explicit in saying that his 
next priority was to secure a goaltender to partner with Petr Mrazek, 
who’s under contract for two more seasons beyond this one at a $3.8 
million AAV. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe said “it was never a question” that Campbell — 
despite making less and having less security than Mrazek — would be 
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his opening-night starter, and Mrazek’s pulling a groin just two periods 
into his Leafs tenure has underscored the value of crease depth to an 
organization that has no blue-chip goalie prospects coming. 

Advantage: Campbell. 

“The performance and the play in the net is one thing,” Keefe said, “but 
I'm watching him around the building and watching his interactions and 
watching how he handles the ups and downs that we've gone through 
here in the early going. 

“And he hasn't changed one bit. So, he's handled it well. He continues to 
work, continues to ask questions and wants information, whether it's from 
goaltending coach Steve Briere or the rest of our coaching staff. He's 
engaged in everything that we're doing. His personality has remained the 
same. That's the stuff I'm most concerned about — and he's been really 
good there.” 

Here’s the catch, because there is always a catch in a salary cap world. 

Campbell is a 2010 first-round pick whose career earnings fall under $4.2 
million. This summer will be his chance to secure the bag and set himself 
up for all the Red Lobster he can eat. 

The love is mutual, but with the Maple Leafs only holding roughly $7.2 
million to fill out their 2022-23 roster (and RFAs Rasmus Sandin and 
Timothy Liljegren needing raises too), keeping Campbell’s number low is 
imperative. 

Coincidentally, Overhardt would be wise to use Calvin Petersen’s recent 
three-year, $15-million deal with the L.A. Kings as a Campbell 
comparable. (L.A. traded Campbell to Toronto, in part, because it saw 
Petersen as Jonathan Quick’s better successor.) 

The tighter Dubas can keep Campbell in Mrazek’s price range, the better. 

Toronto might stretch and spend nearly $8 million on its crease, but if 
Campbell drives for $5 million or more on an AAV… well, that might cost 
another Leaf his job. 

Yes, November may seem early to some fans to begin planning the 
Maple Leafs’ goaltending pay scale for 2022 and on. 

But the way Campbell is playing, it’s difficult to blame Dubas for trying to 
buy low now. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How one Maple Leafs goal provides an outline for a 
dangerous power play 

 

Justin Bourne November 3, 2021, 3:37 PM 

 

I’m sure Sheldon Keefe has felt like Reg Dunlop over the past nine 
months or so, with every fan he encounters telling him to get the power 
play together. And, yeah yeah, have they ever been working on it. 
They’ve juggled positions and coaches and at times personnel to no 
avail. Their power play struggles contributed to their post-season exit, 
and have been well documented. 

On Tuesday night the Leafs went a whopping 1-for-1 on the power play, 
which is nothing to devote a column to in itself. But the ideas and 
execution that went into its success are, because “working on the power 
play” -- and tangibly improving it -- could be the difference between 
success and failure for a top-heavy Leafs team that needs the PP to be 
an asset. 

Without delving too deep into the fancy stats on their PP success/failures 
to date, the Leafs have still generated plenty of opportunities on the 
power play this season, finding themselves third in “expected goals” 
there in the league, but I need to emphasize this point by saying it with 
my whole chest here: nobody cares. There is a shelf life on “the process 
is good and the results will come” and the Leafs have been only average 

on the power play long enough despite having some of the league’s top-
end talent that the “yay process” refrain has expired. It’s results time. 

So how did they get results in their 10th game of the season, and what 
can they take from that going forward? 

The Leafs' power play is not what everyone (sometimes their coaches 
included) want it to be: Tampa Bay. They cannot stay stationary and 
have opponents' PKs run around trying to cover off the Stamkos one-
timer and the Hedman zinger and the quick-touch shot of Point and the 
Kucherov little back-heel cutter of a one-timer. Toronto doesn't even have 
Killorn gumming up the works in the crease. They do not have those 
players, and you have to coach your personnel not your preferred 
system. 

Toronto's power play needs three things: movement, players coming 
downhill, and the puck in the hands of the forwards, not the D. Everyone 
so badly wants there to be a “QB” on the power play because it makes 
sense in our brains, but what makes sense for the Leafs is that there isn’t 
one, and the forwards have to be the guys calling the plays for this group. 
Morgan Rielly can and should distribute the puck, and same goes for 
Rasmus Sandin, but this power play has to run off the flanks. 

Watch what I mean about coming downhill and movement. 

The first proper in-zone set-up came off this face off win by John 
Tavares, when Auston Matthews touches the puck back to the point, and 
everyone is where they’re supposed to be on paper. What Matthews 
does so well when he’s on that flank is not just stop and be a pass 
option, he wants to get up and out of the zone, so the next time he gets a 
touch, he’s a pass option moving towards the Vegas goal with a little 
pace (which is what we mean by “downhill”). 

Look how high Matthews gets at the top of the next frame here, where 
his skates are actually up out of the zone. It’s a 1-3-1 like everyone else 
around the league, but the Leafs flanks should be moving up and down 
like a bird flapping its wings. 

So Matthews gets it back in the frame below, but it just kinda 
smells...unthreatening. He’s pretty far out, and the PK and goalie are 
pretty well set to defend him. 

Tavares can help him out a bit more here. JT's a scorer by nature, and 
you can see he’s offering himself just off the back post as more of a 
pass-tip option, but I’d rather just see him take away Robin Lehner’s eyes 
and trust Matthews to find a spot to put his elite shot. (This was a Zach 
Hyman staple that’s made him as effective in Edmonton as it did in 
Toronto.) 

Matthews decides there’s nothing there and wants to curl back, and now 
we get into what I was talking about with player movement. Below you 
can see Nylander has come out of the slot to provide an option, and 
Tavares has come across and below the goal line to do the same. 
Matthews relieves pressure by passing up to the point, but that’s good 
puck support and the type that keeps a team on offence even when 
things go wrong. 

Morgan Rielly gets the puck up top and takes a shot from distance which 
is … OK at best. It encapsulates what I mean about the Leafs not 
needing Rielly (or Sandin) to be a part of the creative process. They 
should never force things. There’s no screen in front, his forwards need 
to reset a bit, and for the love of god, if you just give this to Marner he’s 
got an ocean of room to skate -- wait for it -- downhill at the net to create. 
Rielly should mostly be a hinge who only pulls the trigger when he finds 
himself wide open (as he did earlier in this odd-man advantage off a 
broken play). 

I mean, look at this picture below. Just swing it to the other side! Leafs 
PP1 defencemen should be playing checkers not chess. It sounds 
harsher than I mean it but: it’s the forwards’ power play, you just get to be 
on it. 

The shot takes a bounce to Marner’s side, and all the forwards stay in 
good motion. If you look at the frame above again you can see Nylander 
at the top of the circles, and now he gets over to this sweet spot for 
Marner, who’s moved down all the way to the goal line to find an 
opening. This can happen because the PP and PK are in motion, and 
one of Marner's gifts is seeing seams amidst movement that average 
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NHLers can’t. There’s more good support (and a little pick) from Tavares 
below, too. 

The puck ends up coming out of the zone shortly after. 

Following their next entry, Marner found himself on the opposite flank, 
and I love that the Leafs don’t race to get back to their “spots.” This is 
“replaceable parts,” meaning if the play takes you somewhere new, you 
stay there, and other people can just fill in the empty spots accordingly. 

The puck ends up on Nylander’s stick up at the blue line, and he gets it 
down to Matthews, who’s now on the other side of the rink, too. They’ve 
all played all over the power play, so everyone should be comfortable 
everywhere. 

If Vegas sees a lot of threats on the Leafs' unit, they seem to be inviting 
them to use what they view as less of a threat -- the pass in to Tavares 
around the crease. Sometimes you just have to take what the PK gives 
you, and Matthews gets it to Tavares in a primo spot. 

The only criticism here is with Marner at the top of the next picture below. 
The second it looks like the puck may go in to the net-front guy, Marner 
needs to be immediately heading down to the net to provide a pass 
option for Tavares and a rebound threat from the flank. Movement, 
movement, movement. He’s just a little too far out of the picture to be a 
threat. 

What makes me think about movement as a priority with this Leafs team 
is just how dangerous they become off broken plays because of the 
creativity and offensive ability of their top-four forwards. When the 
opposing D get scrambling, they’re in big trouble against the Leafs. 

That Tavares net jam led to a puck battle, which led to Matthews and 
Marner on the same side of the rink, with Marner winning the puck and 
going for a little skate to gain some separation from his defender. 

Here’s where I go back to “downhill,” and I don’t care if I’m making you 
crazy with that phrase, because you can’t imagine how much the actual 
players have to hear the same things from the coaching staff as constant 
reminders. Marner’s route takes everyone high up in the zone… 

And will you look at that, things start to seem a lot more dangerous. 
Again, look at Matthews make a conscious effort to move and get up in 
the zone, so he can feast when he’s heading down into it. In fact, after 
Nylander makes room for Marner and gets the puck at the top of the 
zone, all five Leafs are in a position to start crashing down on the net 
while the Vegas PK has lost its shape (assuming their defensive plan 
wasn’t an I formation). 

The Vegas penalty killer in the middle (Jake Leschyshyn, also the guy 
Marner victimized for the game’s first goal) believes everyone is still 
above him -- as it appears in the picture above -- but the Leafs' 
movement has him lose track of ol’ 34, which historically has not ended 
well for defences. 

Nylander is gonna … shoot this? He sits the puck in his shooting slot for 
an extra second to hold Lehner… 

…But he does not “shoot this.” 

It’s underneath Leschyshyn, and Lehner might be grateful Matthews hit 
his spot and didn’t hit him in the neck or something. It’s an absolute laser. 
The catch -- and the ability to have the puck in his exact shooting spot in 
a heartbeat from said catch -- to the release are breathtaking. 

Here it is in GIF form. 

The Leafs don’t have the Lightning’s PP1 personnel, nor do they have 
the Oilers'. But they have very good PP1 personnel, and unique talents 
who need less structure and more swirl to find the type of seams they’re 
built to capitalize on. It takes effort and energy, which can be tough to 
conjure up night in and night out over an 82-game season. But when they 
bring it, they can turn what’s been a weakness into a strength. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' leaders strike empathetic tone, but actions are 
needed to forge real change 

 

ken-wiebe  

 

Editor's note: For those that are survivors, reading stories about sexual 
assault can evoke a wide range of emotions. If you or someone you 
know is in need of support, those in Canada can find province-specific 
centres, crisis lines and services here. For readers in the United States, a 
list of resources and references can be found here. 

WINNIPEG -- The tone of this gathering was apologetic and sympathetic. 

It featured a glimpse of the road map on this important search for 
solutions, while also recognizing why they are necessary. 

It was about being resolute in your desire to create a better hockey 
culture, while also realizing you don’t have all the answers but are not 
afraid to lean on some valuable resources -- like Sheldon Kennedy, the 
former professional hockey player and sexual abuse survivor who is now 
an advocate for programs to prevent abuse and violence -- in that 
essential effort to empower the bystander. 

Ultimately, this was an attempt to demonstrate the type of leadership that 
is required to try and help the game move forward after a horrifying event 
that should never have transpired. 

In the wake of the Kyle Beach interview, and the antiseptic prepared 
statements from the Winnipeg Jets and NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman that followed, it was incumbent upon team general manager 
Kevin Cheveladyoff and governor/co-owner Mark Chipman to bring the 
human element. 

A full dose of authenticity was required and it was very much on full 
display. 

As they met with the media for the first time since Bettman decided no 
punishment was required for the GM, Cheveladyoff saying he was sorry 
was an important first step -- especially since he is the only one still 
working in the NHL of the seven people who were in a meeting of 
Chicago Blackhawks staff on May 23 of 2010, when there was at 
minimum an internal discussion over allegations made by a player, now 
known to be Beach, that a video coach, Brad Aldrich, had engaged in 
sexual misconduct and harassment toward him. 

Cheveladyoff has the ability to be part of impactful change and he sought 
to make clear he understands the responsibility that comes with it -- and 
also feels fortunate to have that opportunity that six of his former 
colleagues don’t. 

“I want to begin by stating how sorry I am that this happened to Kyle and 
that he's suffered as horribly as he did. What Kyle went through is 
unacceptable and intolerable,” Cheveldayoff said in his prepared 
statement before taking questions. “No one should ever have to go 
through what he went through. Kyle was failed by a system that should 
have helped him but did not. I am sorry that my own assumptions about 
that system were clearly not good enough.” 

Remaining Time -2:46 

Latest on Kyle Beach and Chicago Blackhawks settlement 

Cheveldayoff said he would welcome the opportunity to speak directly 
with Beach about how to make the hockey world a better place. 

“I would reiterate that I'm sorry that he had to go through what he has 
done. I would applaud and tell him how courageous he was to have 
taken the John Doe name away and made this humanized,” said 
Cheveldayoff. “And I think that he doesn't know the depth and breadth of 
discussions that have happened because of that, even in my own life. 
And I would say that I would want to talk to him about how we can make 
things safer, and how we can maybe work together in doing so.” 

Cheveldayoff said his knowledge of the situation surrounding the 
allegations levied against Aldrich was limited and, given what he 
eventually learned over time, he wished that he hadn’t simply assumed 
that the matter was being handled by his superiors. 
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In those weeks between what he first heard in the meeting, however 
limited, and when the Stanley Cup was handed out, there are many 
people who believe that Cheveldayoff had the opportunity to follow up 
with questions to his bosses relating to how the matter was being 
handled. 

There are also those who believe Cheveldayoff could have done more. 
That his inaction -- or lack of taking action -- makes him guilty of not 
doing enough. 

Cheveldayoff was asked multiple times about how he might act now if 
placed in a similar situation in his current role. 

“Well again, if I had known, if there was an understanding there was a 
sexual assault, I believe it would have been handled much differently, 
and certainly the Kevin Cheveldayoff that’s here today definitely would 
have handled it differently,” said Cheveldayoff. “If we find out there’s 
been an assault, if we find out there’s harassment, we’re going to ensure 
we put policies and procedures that are in place. 

“First and foremost, we are going to do our best (so) that there’s never a 
situation like that and that’s why we’re going to educate and talk and try 
to incorporate learning into something like this. But I would like to think 
that because of that learning, people would feel free to come forward if, 
in fact, they did have that.” 

Remaining Time -10:38 

Cheveldayoff, Chipman's comments on Blackhawks scandal felt real and 
human 

Chipman was asked if he was concerned that standing by Cheveldayoff 
could have a negative impact on the value of his franchise. 

“I'm mindful of how important reputation is and how important brand 
strength is. It's been my life's work building this organization,” Chipman 
said, speaking without the inflections of a cold, calculating businessman 
who only cares about the bottom line. “If I thought that for one second 
Kevin had ever been untruthful, had ever done anything that I found 
objectionable... what I'm trying to say here is, I would never sacrifice 
anybody who I'm fortunate enough to work with for the sake of what 
people may hold as an appearance and I'm hopeful that going forward 
people will understand in greater detail now this entire set of 
circumstances. 

“But if you're asking me my concern about the reputation of our 
organization, I was more concerned about the well-being of Kevin and his 
family.” 

That’s why it was so important for Chipman to accompany Cheveldayoff 
to New York for his meeting with Bettman and to stand beside him for the 
press conference on Tuesday. 

Chipman went on to speak passionately about how much he cares for his 
employees, including one who is a survivor of sexual assault. 

“You can’t do anything if people don’t trust one another,” said Chipman. 
“I’m really proud of the culture that we’ve built here over the past 25 
years. Extremely proud. I’m extremely proud that there’s a survivor that 
works for us and has for a long, long time. So I don’t feel the need to go 
player by player, coach by coach, trainer by trainer and ask them -- 
because I honestly believe in my heart that they would tell me. 

“I’m not separated from anybody in our organization through layers of 
hierarchy. This is what I do for a living and I care very, very deeply about 
our players. But I also care very, very deeply about the other 260 people 
that work for us. I’d like to believe that they know how much I care about 
them and that we have built a culture on trust.” 

Remaining Time -2:31 

Cheveldayoff and Chipman's vulnerability important to see 

Chipman took a deep breath before answering a question about how, in 
the early years of the 2.0 version of the Jets, they often spoke of trying to 
emulate many of the qualities the Blackhawks demonstrated as an 
organization when they captured three Stanley Cups in a six-season 
period (2010, 2013 and 2015). 

“It would have been hard not to be envious of the on-ice success that the 
Chicago Blackhawks enjoyed. I've thought about that. I've been thinking 

about that,” said Chipman, noting the pursuit of success was not going to 
come at the expense of the principles he was brought up on. "When we 
got into this business 25 years ago, it was really just to keep the game 
going after a difficult process of losing our team and seemingly our 
identity. 

"So we began as a pursuit of seeing if we could bring the league back to 
Winnipeg. But what I learned through the process of losing the team 
wasn't about winning and losing -- it was how much the team meant to 
this city. 

"But the real joy in being a part of the league and the real joy for me... is 
the meaning that this game has to people here, and the impact that this 
game has allowed us to have in our community.” 

The words have been spoken and it was clear that many of them came 
from the heart. 

Now comes the hard part. 

As important as those words were, it’s the subsequent actions taken by 
the Jets in the days, months and years ahead in that quest to make the 
hockey world a better and safer place that will ultimately determine how 
this day is viewed. 
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TSN.CA / Marner's energy fuels Leafs ahead of measuring-stick game 
against champs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

--- 

Mitch Marner scored a classic Mitch Marner goal on Tuesday night.  

  "His edge-work, his ability to control the puck in tight spaces, that's 
when he's at his best," said linemate Alex Kerfoot. "When he's feeling 
confident with the puck and able to make plays like that, it's really tough 
to defend him." 

  "He probably does that seven times at practice," said Wayne Simmonds 
with a grin. "I can barely stickhandle against some of these guys in 
practice so to see him do that in a game, it's unbelievable, but definitely 
not surprising." 

What's surprising is we haven't seen that type of play from Marner more 
this season. He struggled out of the gate posting just one assist through 
seven games.  

  Last week, Marner seemed to get back on track. The 24-year-old winger 
cleared his mind and focused on having fun. And he was certainly having 
fun on Tuesday against the Vegas Golden Knights.  

  "He's back to his normal self," observed William Nylander. "You see by 
that goal he scored, that's a Mitchy goal right there." 

    Mitch Marner looking like Mitch Marner pic.twitter.com/OrTwo6dhnQ 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 3, 2021 

Marner also picked up a pair of assists during the 4-0 win over Vegas. It 
was his first multi-point performance since Game 2 against the Montreal 
Canadiens in the playoffs. Marner picked up multiple points in 18 of his 
55 regular season games last year.  

  "He looks relaxed," said good friend Auston Matthews. "He's all over it. 
He's such an important player for us. When he's going, it feels like our 
whole team's got energy." 
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  "When Mitch is playing with confidence it helps us carry momentum," 
agreed veteran forward Jason Spezza. "He's looked very comfortable the 
last few games and that's something to keep building on." 

  It's no coincidence that Marner's current three-game point streak has 
coincided with Toronto's three-game winning streak.  

  "His energy's just contagious," said Kerfoot, "especially when he's 
rolling, guys are able to feed off it and it gives our team energy." 

  "When he's feeling it and playing well, he's a pretty unique player," said 
defenceman Morgan Rielly. "When he's on his game it's big for our team, 
it's big for our energy." 

Leafs ride Mitch-mentum into date with defending champs 

Ahead of Thursday night's showdown vs. the defending Stanley Cup 
champs, the Leafs explain how the entire team feeds off Mitch Marner's 
confidence when he's on a roll on the ice, and share their takeaways 
from his beautiful spin-o-rama goal vs. the Golden Knights Tuesday 
night. Mark Masters reports. 

 --- 

After scoring just once through six games, Matthews also looked like his 
old self on Tuesday, potting a pair of goals. The Leafs are now 35-2-3 
when Matthews and Marner both score.  

  "Those guys are starting to hit their stride and that's huge for our team," 
said Simmonds. "Last night, watching those guys do what they did, it's a 
huge morale boost for the rest of the team." 

  The Leafs didn't love how they played in two previous wins at Chicago 
last Wednesday and then home to Detroit on Saturday but, with the stars 
shining on Tuesday, they finally looked like the team that cruised to a 
division title last season.  

  "We were a little more on the inside," said Spezza. "We had good back 
pressure. We played with a lot of tempo. We used the whole bench. It 
was just a complete team game."  

  Matthews described it as "an ideal display of hockey that we'd like to 
play." 

  The performance provides the group with a confidence boost heading 
into a showdown with the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday.  

  "They play with a lot of pace," said Spezza of the defending champions. 
"They're very dangerous off the rush. Their special teams are good. If 
you watch them in the playoffs, they're able to win games 1-0. They're 
able to win games 5-4. They can play any style you want." 

  "It's a big challenge for us," said Rielly. "We're prepared. We're feeling 
good. It's a good measuring stick to see where we're at at this point in the 
season."  

  Like the Leafs, the Lightning have also won three straight games.  

Maple Leafs' top stars fire on all cylinders in big win over Vegas 

Toronto's top stars overwhelmed the short-handed Golden Knights as 
Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander all scored to help 
the Maple Leafs cruise to victory. The TSN Hockey panel examines the 
dominant performance by the Leafs. 

--- 

Jack Campbell, who stopped all 26 shots he faced on Tuesday, will get 
the start against the Lightning.  

  Petr Mrazek, who returned from a groin injury on Saturday, appeared to 
be in some discomfort while working with goalie coach Steve Briere 
before practice.   

  "He is feeling good," Keefe said. "He is not ... 100 per cent. We are just 
continuing to manage it. He is not going to play tomorrow and that wasn't 
the plan for him to play tomorrow. [We want to] lighten his load a little bit 
before he starts ramping up again." 

  Mrazek is still expected to dress as the backup on Thursday.  

  Campbell and Mrazek both left the ice before the main practice.  

  "Obviously, an Olympic year so the schedule is pretty condensed," 
Campbell said of the load management. "Coach gives us the days we 
need to recover." 

  The Leafs are in the middle of a stretch that will see them play seven 
games in 13 days.  

  --- 

  After blocking a shot and missing part of last night's game, Travis 
Dermott sat out Wednesday's practice.  

  "His status is day to day," said Keefe. "He wasn't very comfortable when 
he tried to put his skate on today. He was unable to skate. We will have 
to see how he is tomorrow." 

  Justin Holl, who's been a healthy scratch in two straight games, slotted 
in opposite Rasmus Sandin at practice while Timothy Liljegren moved up 
to skate with Rielly.  

  "Timmy's a great puck mover, good skater," Rielly said. "He really sees 
the game well. I think he's gaining confidence and that's always a good 
thing for a young player. He's a smart guy." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Dermott misses practice; Campbell starts on Tuesday 

Travis Dermott didn't take part in practice after blocking a shot off his foot 
Tuesday night. In his absence, Justin Holl, who's been a healthy scratch 
the last two games, skated alongside Rasmus Sandin, while Timothy 
Liljegren moved up and took Dermott's spot on the pairing with Morgan 
Rielly. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Simmonds was asked if his faith in the NHL Players' Association has 
been shaken, because of what happened to Kyle Beach.  

  "Quite frankly, yeah, it has." 

  Simmonds had tears in his eyes while watching Beach's interview with 
TSN's Rick Westhead last week.  

  "It's something that's incredibly sad," the 33-year-old Leafs winger said. 
"I was in the league back then when that happened and it just rips my 
heart out to see what Kyle Beach has gone through and that he's had to 
sit with that pain and that anguish for the last 11 years not being able to 
speak his mind, speak his truth." 

  Following Tuesday's game, Knights goalie Robin Lehner called for more 
players to speak up to help ensure something like this never happens 
again.  

  "I'm in lockstep with what Robin Lehner said last night," Simmonds 
stressed. "This is something that's systemic, I find, in the NHL. When 
something bad happens, the guys are afraid to speak out because of 
repercussions and that's something that's definitely got to change. It's 
unacceptable." 

  Simmonds feels like the next generation of NHL players are more open 
to this type of dialogue.  

  "This can't be just another fleeting moment," he said. "I don't know if we 
can have an independent arbitrator or something like that that's outside 
of the league [who] players can speak to so it's not just in the hands of 
the teams, of the NHL, so there's an outside view, an outside scope 
where they're not thinking about who's getting punishment or who's going 
to get taken out of a GM's spot or a coaching spot or something like that. 
When it comes to sexual assault and a lot of other matters in this league, 
you know, people shouldn't be afraid to speak up. People shouldn't be 
afraid to tell the truth." 

Simmonds says faith in NHLPA shaken due to Beach situation 

Wayne Simmonds admits that his faith in the NHLPA has been shaken in 
wake of how the Players' Association handled the Blackhawks sexual 
abuse allegations. Meanwhile, the Leafs discuss the importance for 
change to ensure things like Kyle Beach experienced never happen 
again. 

--- 

  Lines at Wednesday's practice:  
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  Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

  Rielly - Liljegren  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl 
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TSN.CA / Former players, execs say CHL initiations ‘fun and never 
crossed any lines’ 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Warning: This story contains extremely graphic content and language 
that may be upsetting to some readers. 

As a rookie with the Cornwall Royals in 1980, Eric Calder received the 
same treatment as other first-year players. 

“The veteran players drew funny things on us with magic marker in the 
dressing room, which washed off easily,” Calder wrote in a Nov. 1 
affidavit. “This happened once and was a good laugh. We also had our 
eyebrows shaved around this time… In my experience, this ‘initiation’ 
was fun and never crossed any lines.” 

The 58-year-old Calder wrote that he didn’t view his initiation as “abusive, 
degrading or humiliating.” Later, when he was a veteran with Cornwall’s 
Ontario Hockey League team, Calder led the same initiation activities 
with the team’s incoming players. 

“I do not recall any team activities involving drinking or drugs,” Calder 
wrote. 

Calder’s affidavit was among 19 filed in Ontario Superior Court in Toronto 
on Monday in connection with a proposed class-action hazing and abuse 
lawsuit filed against the Canadian Hockey League last summer. 

The lawsuit, filed in June 2020 by former NHL player Dan Carcillo and 
one-time Western Hockey League player Garrett Taylor, alleges the CHL 
is replete with abuse and that its teams and their executives have 
perpetuated “a toxic environment which condones violent, discriminatory, 
racist, sexualized, and homophobic conduct, including physical and 
sexual assault, on the underage players that they are obligated to 
protect.” 

In December, 16 additional former CHL players testified in affidavits 
about their alleged abuse. Several players said they had been 
sodomized with hockey sticks covered in "liquid heat." One former player 
said a group of CHL rookies had been forced to masturbate and 
ejaculate on the  same slice of bread, the last to do so forced to eat the 
bread. One player said he watched as rookies on his team were forced to 
have sex with prostitutes. 

The plaintiff’s lawyers say there has been a systemic problem of hazing 
and abuse and that a judge should approve a motion to proceed with the 
case as a class action. If that happens, all current and former CHL 
players would automatically become plaintiffs in the case, except those 
who decide to opt out. 

The CHL, which faced a Monday deadline to respond to the allegations, 
is using former players like Calder, the parents of one-time players, and 
team and league officials to portray major junior hockey as a place where 
most players have had largely positive experiences. 

Some of those who swore affidavits said they’d never experienced or 
even heard of cases of hazing and abuse after spending decades 
working in the game. 

Kruise Reddick, a player with the Tri-City Americans from 2006-11, wrote 
in an Oct. 28 affidavit that because the drinking age in Washington state 
is 21, alcohol was hard to access and there was not much drinking and 
no hazing on the team. 

Chad Taylor, the owner of the WHL’s Moose Jaw Warriors, wrote that 
after 11 years in the CHL, the worst hazing case he had ever heard of 
involved a rookie player needing his stomach pumped after drinking too 
much alcohol. 

Several league officials wrote that while there have been isolated cases 
of hazing, the CHL’s three leagues (the OHL, WHL and Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League) have taken steps to improve player safety. 

The former players and current team and league officials testifying on 
behalf of the CHL spoke about experiences in the game dating back 
nearly 50 years. 

Halifax Mooseheads majority owner Bobby Smith, who played with the 
Ottawa 67’s from 1975-78 before he was drafted first overall in the 1978 
NHL entry draft, wrote in an Oct. 29 affidavit that when he played in 
Ottawa, “the veteran players might shave the rookies’ body hair at the 
beginning of the season.” 

“No one was forced to participate in this, and I recall some players who 
appeared uncomfortable choosing to sit out without any repercussion to 
them,” Smith wrote. “The veteran players also occasionally played 
inoffensive pranks on the rookies. I remember everyone having a good 
laugh at these pranks, including the rookies, and they only ever 
happened once a season.” 

Smith said Brian Kilrea was coach of the 67’s when he played with the 
team and that Kilrea didn’t allow veterans to shave the heads of first-year 
players to save those players from embarrassment after they moved to 
Ottawa and started at a new school. 

Dave Lorentz, who played from 1987-90 with the Peterborough Petes 
and is now a vice-president on the team’s board, said he remembered a 
Petes coach stopping several veteran players from cutting a rookie’s hair 
and that the only initiation he experienced as an OHL rookie was a 
version of the “hot box.” 

“Four or five rookies went into the bus bathroom on a road trip near the 
beginning of the season,” he wrote in a Nov. 1 affidavit. “Our clothes 
were tied up into a ball and we had to untie the ball, get dressed, and 
come out as quickly as possible. When I participated in the ‘hot box’, it 
took us less than five minutes to untie our clothes and come out. The 
longest I ever witnessed rookies in the ‘hot box’ was 20-30 minutes.” 

“My experience with the ‘hot box’ was much less severe than that 
described by the plaintiffs,” Lorentz wrote. “The veteran players never 
poured anything through the vents while we were in the bathroom. I 
experienced the “hot box” as a team building “race against the clock” 
activity that was all in good fun. I do not recall rookies ever being 
physically forced to participate, if they chose not to.” 

Calgary Hitmen general manager Jeff Chynoweth wrote in an Oct. 29 
affidavit that he has never heard nor witnessed any hazing or initiation 
incidents like those described by Carcillo and other plaintiffs after 35 
years working in the WHL. 

“In the 1980s, some teams that I am aware of had an initiation ritual in 
which the veterans shaved the rookies’ private parts,” Chynoweth wrote 
in an Oct. 29 affidavit. “I also believe that this type of initiation took place 
in the National Hockey League in the same time period.” 

Chynoweth wrote that he’d witnessed the “hot box” on a team bus once 
or twice in the 1980s or 1990s. 

“The players were not naked,” he said. “And I have never heard of 
tobacco spit or urine being poured through the vents.” 

Eric Chouinard, director of player safety for QMJHL since 2019, played 
three seasons with the Quebec Remparts from 1997-2000. Chouinard 
said while the Remparts had rookie “initiation” parties, they were meant 
to foster team bonding. 
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“We would play consensual drinking games where the last rookie to finish 
his beer would have to drink another one,” Chouinard wrote. “I am not 
saying that hazing did not exist in the QMJHL… The worst incident I 
heard about involved a rookie drinking a live fish during a drinking game 
that he was playing with his teammates. I cannot imagine he was forced 
to do that.” 

CHL president Dan MacKenzie wrote in an Oct. 29 affidavit that when 
issues around hazing or abuse have come up, the teams and leagues 
have “dealt with them promptly” and introduced or updated policies to 
prevent future incidents. 

MacKenzie wrote that teams have, at times, dismissed players from 
teams and the leagues because of hazing and abuse but did not disclose 
any details about how often that has happened. 

Yves Lacasse, a former police officer who was the WHL’s security officer 
from 2014-19, wrote in an Oct. 29 affidavit that he conducted internal 
investigations of reports made by players and league officials in his role. 
He wrote he didn’t remember any complaints involving hazing. 

Several of the former players and league officials addressed in their 
affidavits the claims made last year by Carcillo and Taylor. 

Taylor played for the WHL’s Lethbridge Hurricanes starting in the 
summer of 2008 when he was 17. He has alleged that he and several 
other rookies on the Hurricanes suffered abuse throughout the 2008-09 
season that was perpetrated by older Lethbridge Hurricanes players and 
team staff. 

The head coach demanded Taylor fight other players in practice and 
provided a team credit card to one of the older players to buy alcohol for 
the team rookie party, Taylor alleged. He also said rookies were required 
to dress up in women’s clothing and forced to consume large amounts of 
alcohol, to the point of blacking out and vomiting. 

Taylor’s mother, Kim, has previously alleged that Garrett was released 
from the Hurricanes early in the 2009-10 season by being pulled off the 
bus prior to a road trip. He was told to take his equipment off the bus and 
report to the Hurricanes’ Jr. A team in Canmore, Alta., without being 
given any gas or food money, she said. 

Reddick, the former Tri-City American who played in the CHL at the 
same time as Taylor, wrote that he and his teammates did not 
experience the kind of humiliation Taylor has described. 

“When a trade occurred on the Americans, [team management] would 
always tell the player privately… before making the announcement to the 
team in a kind way that permitted everyone to say goodbye and wish the 
player well,” Reddick wrote. 

Allegations made by Carcillo in last summer's statement of claim were 
also challenged this week by OHL president David Branch. 

Carcillo played for the OHL’s Sarnia Sting starting in the summer of 2002 
when he was 17. He and approximately 12 other Sting rookies suffered 
“almost constant abuse for the entire 2002-03 season,” he has alleged. 

“During showers, rookies were required to sit in the middle of the shower 
room naked while the older players urinated, spat saliva and tobacco 
chew on them,” Carcillo’s claim says. “At least once, the head coach 
walked into the shower room while this was occurring, laughed and 
walked out.” 

Carcillo alleges rookies were repetitively hit on their bare buttocks with a 
sawed-off goalie stick, developing large welts and open sores. The 
injuries were so bad that players couldn’t sit down, even while attending 
local high school classes, he alleged. 

Carcillo and another player from the Sting said they reported the alleged 
abuse while playing for Canada's national team at the 2003 IIHF U18 
World Championship, Carcillo said the OHL conducted an informal 
investigation into the alleged abuse. No findings were released, the 
abusers were not punished, and no steps were taken to address the 
abuse, Carcillo alleged. 

Branch, who was the CHL’s president from 1996 to 2019, wrote in a Nov. 
1 affidavit that he doesn’t remember speaking with Carcillo about abuse 
allegations. Branch wrote that he met with Carcillo in 2005 to discuss his 

on-ice behaviour after he was suspended several times in 2004 while 
playing with Sarnia.  

“Hazing never came up at this meeting or any other meetings,” Branch 
wrote. 

Branch wrote he next met Carcillo in June 2016 at an OHL alumni golf 
tournament. Carcillo apologized for his previous behaviour and asked to 
meet with Branch again to discuss how marijuana might help players 
manage concussions symptoms, Branch wrote. 

Branch wrote they next met in 2019 to talk about Carcillo’s ideas for 
improving playing conditions for OHL players. Branch wrote that he 
explained updates made to the league’s hazing and social media 
policies, as well as other policy changes, and that Carcillo “expressed 
happiness and appreciation…” 

“At the end of this meeting, Carcillo requested that we take a ‘selfie’,” 
Branch wrote. “He did not refer to any of the allegations he now makes 
about the hazing he experienced. He did not get in touch with me with 
suggestions for further changes to our policies and programs.” 

Branch wrote that he only became aware of Carcillo’s hazing allegations 
when Carcillo in June 2020 began posting about them on Twitter. 
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USA TODAY / Blackhawks 'have a lot of work to do' to repair image in 
wake of sexual assault scandal 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

Kenny Copeland was the type of Chicago Blackhawks fan who set 
Google alerts for team news, and who scrolled to the bottom of each 
article about every offseason trade rumor. 

Now? He has no interest in watching them play. 

"I haven’t really been wanting to since the allegations had come out," the 
31-year-old father from Spring Grove, Illinois, told USA TODAY Sports.  

That was May 7, when former Blackhawks prospect Kyle Beach – then 
identified as John Doe – and another John Doe filed a lawsuit against the 
organization alleging a coverup of sexual abuse. 

A subsequent investigation by the law firm Jenner & Block found that 
hockey operations leaders in May 2010 – just as the Blackhawks were a 
month away from winning the Stanley Cup – knew then-video coach Brad 
Aldrich has been accused of sexually assault Beach. Aldrich remained 
with the team through the championship celebration.  

Copeland attended the championship parade in 2010 and in 2013. (He 
did not make it to the 2015 party.)  

"Just thinking back to that is kind of tarnished," he said. 

Copeland may not be the only fan who has lost interest in the team. Prior 
to the investigative report's release, the Blackhawks' sellout streak that 
began in 2008 ended at 535 games. They won their first game of the 
season Monday, 5-1 against the Ottawa Senators, to move to 1-7-2 on 
the season, the second-worst record in the league. The announced 
attendance was 15,946. 

“The team’s struggling,” former Blackhawks defenseman Brent Sopel, 
who spoke up for Beach in 2010, told USA TODAY Sports. “But look 
what you got hanging over you right now.”  

Former team president John McDonough left the organization in April 
2020, followed by general manager Stan Bowman and senior vice 
president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac — both of whom resigned on 
Oct. 26. Joel Quenneville, the coach of those Blackhawks teams, 
resigned as coach of the Florida Panthers on Thursday. Additionally, the 
Blackhawks were fined $2 million by the NHL. 
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By comparison, the New Jersey Devils were fined $3 million and lost two 
draft picks for circumventing the league's salary cap in 2010. 

"It’s an absolute trainwreck, how the Chicago Blackhawks handled this 
situation. And I don’t think they’ll ever recover from it," said Theo Fleury, 
a former NHL player who revealed in his 2009 book "Playing with Fire" 
that he suffered sexual abuse by former coach Graham James during his 
childhood. "It’s a stain on that storied franchise. The simple fact that 
nobody has the courage to step forward and tell the truth? They just keep 
passing the buck."  

Said Copeland: "(The Blackhawks) haven’t done enough, in my mind, to 
bring fans back. They really haven’t changed anything. Jonathan Toews 
showed that, too."  

Copeland was referring to comments from Toews, the Blackhawks 
captain, from last week when he called Bowman and MacIsaac "good 
people."  

"His reputation took a hit, which is really saying something in this town, 
right?" said Brian Hanley, a former Chicago Sun-Times sports reporter 
who hosts the local ESPN 1000 hockey show on Saturday mornings. "So 
when you show more empathy for Stan Bowman, seemingly, than you 
did for Kyle Beach, maybe it speaks to the bubble pro athletes live in 
today, but that did not go unnoticed for a lot of people who are upset with 
this and try to figure out how they move forward as a fan."  

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said it is understandable for 
Blackhawks fans, and fans of the league in general, to feel horrified and 
betrayed.  

"Action has been taken – disciplinary – to address the things that were 
done wrong," Bettman said. "We’re going to have to be judged as we 
move forward. But if you take into account all of the factors here, while 
it’s certainly a horrible picture, we have to move forward best we can, 
doing the things that are right." 

Although the meeting in which the Aldrich-Beach encounter was revealed 
to executives and Quenneville took place 11 years ago, Hanley marveled 
at the apparent memory loss among those involved since the details 
differed, according to the investigative report. 

"If you were in that meeting, you know chapter and verse who said what," 
Hanley told USA TODAY Sports. "It's lying, to call it what it is."  

Another thing that bothers Hanley is that in April, when the lawsuits were 
filed, the Blackhawks were adamant the allegations held no merit.  

“How do you go from that to (last) week?” he said.  

Hanley said he is also skeptical about the level to which team owner 
Rocky Wirtz and his son, CEO Danny Wirtz, knew of the situation. The 
Jenner & Block report said ownership was never aware of the 
allegations. 

"I don’t know how you can not be aware of the incident," he said. "I don’t 
know how you can not be aware of John McDonough’s decision to wait 
three weeks to report it. And then you hear John McDonough say he 
doesn’t know or remember why Aldrich was fired. This stuff is all just 
incredible. It’s flat-out lying. John McDonough ran that organization with 
an iron fist."  

The cynic in Hanley says that a nine-game winning streak would change 
some of the conversation around to the team.  

"A lot of fans would say, ‘Well, it’s too bad what happened, but isn’t the 
team playing great?' " Hanley said. 

But another segment of Hawks fans, like Copeland, simply can't move 
past what happened. 

"They’re more than disappointed. They’re hurt," Hanley said. "They’re not 
as proud today certainly as they were a few months ago to call 
themselves Hawks fans.”  

That sentiment, on top of poor play, leaves a long road ahead for a 
franchise that recently claimed a dynasty.  

"The Blackhawks have a lot of work to do to get things right," Hanley 
said.  

USA TODAY LOADED: 11.04.2021 

 


