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Don’t call them a ‘fourth line’: Depth forwards are key to the Canes’ unbeaten start

By Chip Alexander 

One is 31 and bald, the old pro. 

One is 25, with endless energy and a never-fading smile. 

Then there’s the rookie. He’s 19, talented, ready for the big 
leagues. 

That the Carolina Hurricanes are 9-0 and the only 
undefeated team in the NHL has a lot to do with goalie 
Frederik Andersen’s efficient work in net, the offensive skills 
of such forwards as Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov 
and the crafty defensive play of Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce 
and a strong D corps. 

But the Canes’ fourth line — and coach Rod Brind’Amour 
dislikes numbering the lines — has taken on a new look the 
past two games. Seth Jarvis, the 19-year-old rookie, has 
joined it. Derek Stepan, the bald veteran, centers it and 
winger Steven Lorentz is a good complement with his 
strength and energetic aggressiveness. 

“Maybe when things aren’t going well, our line is always on 
and always doing the things the right way, and trying to build 
momentum so our big boys can take over,” Stepan said 
Wednesday. 

Seth Jarvis makes NHL debut 

When forward Nino Niederreiter was injured last Friday 
against Chicago, Jarvis got his chance to make his NHL 
debut. Slotted on the Stepan line, the winger picked up his 
first NHL point on an assist and came ever-so-close to 
scoring in a 2-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes at PNC Arena. 

“He doesn’t look like a rookie to me,” Brind’Amour said after 
the Arizona game. “No nerves at all.” 

Jarvis was even better Wednesday in his second game, at 
Chicago. His second-period goal, against goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury, was his first in the NHL, spurring a Canes rally and a 
4-3 road win over the Blackhawks at the United Center. 

“That goal says a lot about the talent he has,” Stepan said. 
“His ability to skate and his breakaway speed are rare to find. 
He makes a great play and a good read.” 

Jarvis first beat Chicago’s Erik Gustafsson to a loose puck in 
the defensive zone, then sped past the defenseman down 
the ice. Jarvis lost control of the puck but it slid through 
Fleury’s pads as the goalie missed on a poke check. 

“Twenty years from now he’s going to tell someone about it 
and there’s probably going to be a little different finish on it,” 
Brind’Amour joked. “But scoring on Marc-Andre Fleury, that’s 
a pretty special first goal and a big one at that.” 

Stepan a veteran presence 

Stepan started the play by playing the puck up the boards. 
Stepan’s first-period goal had tied the score 1-1 after Alex 
DeBrincat scored the first of his two goals for the 
Blackhawks. 

It was the second goal in two games for Stepan, who scored 
his 170th career goal in his 768th game and was named the 
game’s first star. He was one of the offseason free-agents 
additions by the Canes, a player who spent seven of his first 
11 NHL seasons with the New York Rangers. 

“My game is coming,” Stepan said. “I’m getting more and 
more comfortable in the system, getting more and more 
comfortable with the guys. It takes hard work and two really 
good linemates. Obviously ‘Jarvy’ has been fun to be with 
and I hope the kid likes me.” 

Jarvis does. Stepan has constantly been in Jarvis’ ear since 
training camp, offering advice, using his experience to help 
guide the rook. Jarvis, in turn, said Stepan does not sugar-
coat anything. 

“He’s been someone that from the first day I started 
practicing with the team I’ve been able to lean on,” Jarvis 
said. 

Lorentz no longer a rookie 

Lorentz was a rookie last season, playing 45 games for the 
Canes. While Jarvis was a first-round draft pick by Carolina 
in 2020, Lorentz was taken in the seventh round by the 
Canes in 2015 and worked his way to the NHL. 

It’s a good mix, and the fourth line also was effective with 
Jordan Martinook on it before the Niederreiter injury and 
Jarvis joining the lineup. 

Stepan is the wise old head. Lorentz, who has good size at 
6-4 and 206 pounds, is a tough forechecker who can create 
the havoc Brind’Amour wants. Jarvis has the speed and 
despite not being a big guy — he’s listed at 5-10 and 175 
pounds — has no qualms about lurking around the net and 
has a goal-scorer’s instincts and quick stick. 

“Playing with them makes it a lot easier,” Jarvis said. 
“They’re two defensively trusting guys, so going out and 
playing plays and chipping the puck in for those guys to go 
after has helped me a lot.” 

The Canes will seek to go 10-0 and tie the NHL record for 
most wins to start a season on Saturday in a road game 
against the Florida Panthers. It’s a record first set by the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in 1993-94 and matched by the Buffalo 
Sabres in 2006-07. 
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“Florida is as good as they come and has been for a bit 
here,” Brind’Amour said. “We played (Florida) a lot last year 

so we know what we’re getting there. That’s going to be a 
tough one. We know that. We look forward to it, too.” 

 

 

NHL power rankings: The Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes are taking care of 
business 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille  

It’s Season 2: Episode 4 of the Only Power Rankings That 
Matter and some are saying it’s the best yet, the episode 
that’ll make you come back for more. Loose ends from 
previous segments have been tied up and no gimmicks 
meant to distract you from our lack of know-how. This one is 
strictly business, a meaty post made possible by Sean not 
procrastinating this time around. 

As you know as avid readers, these aren’t just a regurgitation 
of the standings — actual or projected — they’re our week-
to-week choices based on a combination of what’s 
happened, what we think will happen, and of course — the 
vibes. This early there’s still a lot of movement from last 
week, but we’re starting to see teams settle into their 
expected range. Whether they hold on is a tale for another 
episode further into the season. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 9-0-1 
Last Week: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Sean: Alright, so the reasons to drop the Panthers out of this 
spot are starting to stack up. None of them are quite enough, 
and at this point they’d certainly qualify as splitting hairs; the 
Panthers’ underlying numbers this week — an 
expected/actual goals percentage split this week of 46/40, for 
one — are on a downtick, and the team behind them is really 
good. Noted. 

But man, that team found a way to get five of six points this 
week after paying for their old coach’s 11-year-old old 
failures. It more than makes up for it, right? Like, a few 
minutes before I typed this, they bounced back from blowing 
a 3-0 lead against the Caps. That’s the sort of thing you see 
from really good teams. If it’s a couple of weeks down the 
road and they’re still getting worked at five-on-five, we should 
probably reassess, but this is impressive. On a related note, 
I’m pumped to be hilariously wrong about Sergei Bobrovsky. 
I stopped taking him seriously years ago, and it currently 
looks like a mistake.  

Dom: If only there was a handsome and brave genius who 
never stopped believing. 

Sean: The ideal outcome here is that he carries them to a 
Cup then turns into a pumpkin for the next 10 years or 
however much is left on that deal. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 9-0-0 
Last Week: 2 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 2 

Dom: The last perfect team, but boy, did they come close to 
blowing that against the Blackhawks on Wednesday, falling 
into a 3-1 hole. The Hurricanes don’t quit and made the 4-3 
comeback look easy getting to 9-0-0 on the season. Any 
questions about their peculiar offseason have been 
answered swiftly with Frederik Andersen being lights out to 
start, Ethan Bear has been an adequate replacement for 
Dougie Hamilton at five-on-five and Tony DeAngelo has 
bridged the rest of the gap on the power play which ranks top 
five. Carolina looks like a well-oiled machine right now and, 
in all situations, has the league’s second-best expected goal 
rate. This might be the Hurricanes’ year after all and they’ll 
have a chance to make us look silly for having an undefeated 
team ranked second with a date against Florida on Saturday. 

Sean: Imagine the tweets! 

3. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 8-1-0 
Last Week: 3 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

Sean: I’m trying to gin up some concern about the Oilers’ so-
so five-on-five scoring numbers. Almost there. Wait for it … 
nope. Not quite. The power play is a machine, the forward 
depth is improved, and Darnell Nurse looks more No. 1-ish 
than I figured he would. Hot take of the week: If Mikko 
Koskinen keeps throwing up a .934 overall save percentage, 
these guys are gonna be OK. That’ll play. 

Dom: A lot of folks expected this to be the Connor and Leon 
show, but the Oilers have been getting a lot out of the rest of 
the squad. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins has 13 assists in nine 
games, Jesse Puljujarvi and Evan Bouchard have both taken 
a step, the controversial second pair has been decent, and 
Zach Hyman has been worth the hype. This team is, dare I 
say it, elite. 
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Sean: If only we knew that Zach Hyman was a good hockey 
player ahead of all this. 

Dom: If only his analytics were good. 

4. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 6-3-0 
Last Week: 7 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Last year was no fluke, the Wild are the real deal, 
starting the season hot with a 6-3-0 record — and that’s with 
their best player, Kirill Kaprizov, having just one goal to start 
the season. At five-on-five the team remains dominant with a 
second-ranked 58 percent expected goals rate, though luck 
has definitely not been on their side in the crease so far. That 
helps explain why the team has a negative goal differential 
so far, but the underlyings are strong enough to figure that’ll 
turn around. 

Sean: Kaprizov is up over 58 percent expected goals 
himself, eh? He’ll be fine. They’ll be fine. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 6-1-3  
Last Week: 13 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

Sean: Ooh, it’s a thrill to be able to start this one off after last 
week’s debacle. Come with us, if you will, for a peek behind 
the Power Rankings™ curtain. Last Thursday night, we had 
late-breaking “Joel Quenneville sucks, actually” news and 
had to audible. I wrote about that while Dom worked, 
procrastinated a little more, then started on the rankings as 
my little friend slept. In an act of laziness and sabotage, I let 
an incendiary, disrespectful Flames write-up stand … and 
people were pissed. Oh, baby, they were pissed. In any 
case, Calgary is entertaining and good, and we all expect 
Andrew Mangiapane to keep shooting at 75 percent or 
whatever it is, yeah? 

Dom: I have it on good authority that Sean and I are the 
exact same height, but the rest is true, and boy, do I have 
regrets. This early in the season it’s impossible to catch 
every team as much as you’d like, and I think it’s forgivable 
that the Flames weren’t at the top of my watchability list after 
last season — a season where, yes, they were boring. 
They’re not now and I apologize to Flames fans everywhere 
for the slander. To make up for it, here’s a shiny top-five 
ranking, one that’s completely deserved after such a strong 
start. Oooooo look how pretty. 

Sean: Random player I’ve enjoyed watching — and I know 
the hive runs deep among Flames fans here — is Oliver 
Kylington. We needed another fun Pacific/Mountain time 
zone team, and I think we’ve got it. 

Dom: Please, please, please… I am begging for a Battle of 
Alberta playoff series.  

6. Boston Bruins 

Record: 5-3-0 
Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

Sean: I had them too high last week. I’ll cop to that; it was 
late, and I was tired. And I know the record’s not good, and 
the forward depth is bad, but we haven’t talked about it: 
What don’t you like about the Bruins? Four out of four points, 
an expected goals percentage of 67 this past week, Patrice 
Bergeron is back on track … what’s the problem? Why are 
you biased against the Bruins? 

Dom: *scratches out “Dom rank: 10” and puts “Dom rank: 6”* 

I don’t know what you’re talking about, I’ve always liked the 
Bruins. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 5-3-2 
Last Week: 8 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 9 

Dom: It’s not often you see Victor Hedman cost his team the 
game, but man, did he ever hand the Leafs two points on 
Thursday. An uncharacteristically soft clearing attempt that 
led to the tying goal with a minute left, and an unnecessary 
slash in overtime that the Leafs capitalized on. He’s looked 
back to his usual self, for the most part, this year, but those 
final minutes weren’t pretty. 

Sean: I’m on autopilot with the Lightning, I think. Feels like 
I’ve seen enough of them over the past couple of years. 
They’re good, and they’ll be a problem in the spring. Actually, 
never mind. Andrei Vasilevksiy is only at a .919 save 
percentage and a 1.68 GSAx. He stinks! 

8. Washington Capitals 

Record: 5-1-4 
Last Week: 6 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 7 

Sean: They’re going to dip as soon as Alex Ovechkin slumps 
a bit, but buddy, we’re not there yet. Sure, they lost to Florida 
on Thursday night — they’ve dropped all four of their 
overtime games, the Panthers’ winning goal could’ve gone to 
Tom Wilson, and Ilya Samsonov might be hurt — but 
Ovechkin scored his 10th goal of the season. He’s at 740, 
one back of Brett Hull, and back on pace for 82 goals this 
season. I say he does it. 

Dom: I hope Ovechkin scores 69 goals this year. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 6-4-1 
Last Week: 9 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 8 

Dom: The broken, embarrassing, despondent and utterly 
hopeless Leafs have suddenly won four in a row. Looks good 
on paper, but they barely beat a Blackhawks team that can’t 
beat anyone, lacked defensive composure against Detroit, 
and got a freebie against the Vegas Silver Knights. The win 
against Tampa Bay was the team’s most impressive, but it 
also took a Hedman gift for them to finally break the shutout. 
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It’s a sign of life and improvement, but they’re still playing at 
a lower level than they should be. 

Sean: The only thing I care about regarding this team is that 
they do right by Jack Campbell. Seems like that happened 
on Thursday. 

10. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 4-4-1 
Last Week: 5 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 10 

Dom: It was time. Healthy, the Avalanche are probably the 
league’s most talented team. Healthy. They’re just not at this 
point, and it feels like every day the team loses someone 
new to the infirmary ward. Against Columbus, they were 
without Mikko Rantanen, Andre Burakovsky and Valeri 
Nichushkin up front and Cale Makar and Devon Toews on 
the backend. For those counting at home that’s 13 wins out 
of the lineup which is more than five teams have in total. It’s 
brutal. They’re still the Avalanche and will get some guys 
back soon just in time to run over the rest of the league, but 
for now it’s difficult to justify them any higher. 

Sean: I appreciate them for making it interesting. Thank you, 
Colorado. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 7-1-1 
Last Week: 11 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 

Sean: On Wednesday’s TNT broadcast, Rick Tocchet almost 
convinced me to push them up to first or second place. Then 
I looked at their numbers. Goo. I feel like I say this every 
week, but that forward group — Brandon Saad scored a 
shorty in his second post-COVID game on Thursday — 
makes me think they’re going to normalize eventually. 
They’re not going to win five of every six, but I also don’t 
think we’re going to see such a stark gap between process 
and result, either. 

Dom: They can be a team that outperforms expectations with 
a strong starter and sharpshooters, but yeah, not to this 
degree.  

12. New York Rangers 

Record:  6-2-2 
Last Week: 14 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 12 

Dom: Welcome to the Igor Shesterkin show, folks. He’s not 
the only reason the Rangers rank this high, but he’s a big 
part of it with his start putting up a sterling .943 and saving 
eight goals above expected over eight games. That means 
every game he saves at least one goal on his own which is 
pretty damn good. Last year’s best goalie, Marc-Andre 
Fleury, was at 0.56 per game.  

He’s been lights out, as has last year’s Norris Trophy winner 
Adam Fox, but the twin stars up front still have some room 
for improvement. Just two goals for Mika Zibanejad in 10 

games and “just” 10 points for Artemi Panarin. Both can be 
better and that could give Rangers room to grow in a stacked 
Metro division. 

Sean: Someone asked me on the radio who I’d pick from the 
new(ish) crop of starting goaltenders. It’s Shesterkin until he 
proves otherwise. 

13. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 5-2-2 
Last Week: 16 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Pretty “whatever” week on the ice; a one-goal win and 
a one-goal loss over two worse divisional teams. Nikolaj 
Ehlers is at 2:32 of power-play time per game, by the way. Is 
it happening? I don’t even care that he’s only got one point 
there on the season. Just glad to see it. 

Dom: A tradition like no other, the Winnipeg Jets being 
ranked exactly 13th. 

14. New York Islanders 

Record: 4-2-2 
Last Week: 12 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 16 

Dom: A 6-2 thumping is more like it for a team many 
expected to be dominant this season. Sure, it was against 
the Canadiens who have been terrible this season, but any 
big win is impressive. Shoutout to Brock Nelson, an official 
Power Rankings Darling, who potted four of those goals. 
He’s so much better than he’s given credit for, one of the 
best second-line centers in hockey. That gives him six goals 
in eight games this season. 

Sean: Were you starting to get worried about them? I kinda 
was. 

Dom: Never. I’ve always had faith in this team. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 4-3-2 
Last Week: 10 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Never a good sign when your social team is starting 
tweets out like this. 

Fun fact: Whoever wrote this is, like, three positive tests 
away from playing on Teddy Blueger’s wing. That was a 
necessary win for Pittsburgh on Thursday. It’d be a lot easier 
for them to wait out whatever their COVID situation is — 
they’re at eight shelved players on the season and currently 
missing Sidney Crosby and most of their defense — if Jake 
Guentzel starts scoring. He got one against Philly. That’s a 
good sign. 

16. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 5-2-2 
Last Week: 17 
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Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 16 

Dom: It is said that the true making of a strong ranking is that 
the Philadelphia Flyers land in the middle of it. Maybe they 
deserve better given the team is 5-2-2, but that 46 percent 
expected goals rate — fourth last in the league by the way — 
don’t impress us much. Near the top of the standings, near 
the bottom of the Corsi Hockey League. We’ll split the 
difference. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 5-5-0 
Last Week: 15 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 17 

Sean: It took four years, but they finally have an expansion 
team roster. They, rightfully, don’t give a shit about the 
games they’re playing right now, so why should we? 

Dom: Can we just fast forward to the Pacioretty-Eichel-Stone 
line, please? 

18. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 6-4-0 
Last Week: 21 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

Dom: The 6-3-0 Sharks? Sure. Yes. Absolutely. We all saw 
that coming. A big Timo Meier breakout surely helps with all 
that. He was the next big thing according to the analytics 
community a few years back and immediately saw his play 
take a tumble. It’s nice to see him get back on track on a 
killer top line. The Sharks won a handful of games without 
him, along with several other regulars, and that’s pretty wild. 
Who knows if all this will last, but the league is a better place 
when the Sharks are good. 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 4-3-1 
Last Week: 22 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Sean: On Saturday, I watched the Devils play a fairly boring, 
competent game against Pittsburgh. Not much a surprise 
there; it feels like Lindy Ruff watched Jack Hughes get hurt 
and immediately dialed it back. One of my big takeaways 
there, though, was that they’re well-coached and, uh, I’m not 
sure what legit pieces they have outside Hughes, Dougie 
Hamilton, Nico Hischier, Mackenzie Blackwood and Ty 
Smith. There’s something missing from the core. I like what 
they’re doing, but eh. 

Dom: How dare you besmirch the good name of Dawson 
Mercer, one of the greatest hockey names of all time. Five 
points in eight games and a 55 percent expected goal rate? 
Kid looks good. 

Sean: No joke, I knew I forgot someone. I was sitting next to 
Corey Masisak, and he said he might be good. That’s fun; I 
want one of those ancillary guys to pan out. 

20. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 4-6-1 
Last Week: 23 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: The Seattle Kraken at home: a 61 percent expected 
goals rate. The Seattle Kraken on the road: 46 percent 
expected goals rate. A tale of two worlds so far for The Squid 
Squad who look like world-beaters on home ice and showed 
just that against the Sabres last night. They dominated the 
game outshooting Buffalo 38-21 and earning 76 percent of 
the expected goals en route to a 5-2 victory. The ol’ deserve-
to-win o’meter was hilarious and it’s not the first time Seattle 
has seen it this lopsided at home. 

The team’s record still isn’t great, yes, but the wins will come 
if they keep up this play. Maybe a goaltending switch over to 
Chris Driedger might help, as Philipp Grubauer hasn’t been 
great at all to start the year. He’s let in some doozies this 
year. 

Sean: The hands-down funniest outcome for the Kraken 
would be if Grubauer stinks. Also saw the phrase “leading 
goal-scorer Brandon Tanev” today. Tanev is a blast, but that 
doesn’t say anything particularly great about their production 
thus far. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 6-3-0 
Last Week: 24 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Buddy, we’ve been gassing up Cole Sillinger all 
season — might just be me, but whatever — and the kid 
scored twice in the third period to beat the Avs, then assisted 
on the game-winner. Relative to his teammates, he’s above 
water in expected and actual goals. He’s also staying put at 
18 years old. Good for him and good for Blue Jackets fans, 
who can be happy about a homegrown center. That’s rare for 
them. 

Dom: We had the Blue Jackets way low to start, probably 
because we don’t believe they’ll keep this up and the 
underlyings are brutal, but at 6-3-0 they deserve some 
benefit of the doubt early. Nice start and Sillinger’s play 
certainly helps. He looks like a keeper. 

22. Dallas Stars 

Record: 4-4-2 
Last Week: 20 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 21 

Sean: The fourth craziest thing I saw all week? The Stars 
won another overtime game! It just happened on the TV in 
front of me! Assuming I wasn’t hallucinating, Jamie Benn 
scored to beat the Flames. That’s neat. One of the things to 
watch with them all season was whether Miro Heiskanen’s 
offensive game started to bloom a bit more. 

He’s got eight points in 10 games. So … there you go. 

Dom: Absurd stat courtesy of Dimitri Filipovic. The Stars love 
to make every single game as close as possible. 
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23. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 4-5-1 
Last Week: 28 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Hey now, that’s three straight wins for the Kings who 
are starting to look a little more like the team many hyped up 
before the season started. Alex Iafallo has three goals and 
five points in those contests and is off to a really hot start 
with nine points in 10 games. Not bad for a U2 song. 

Sean: I wrote them off last week because of those injuries, 
but they’re back to “worth tracking” status. Also, after 30 
seconds of contemplation, I’ve decided that I like the Iafallo 
joke. 

24. Nashville Predators 

Record: 5-5-0 
Last Week: 25 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: I think the Preds are taking over for Anaheim as our 
“lower-third team that’s too dull to care about.” The Ducks 
have a guy or two worth watching. I’m not sure I feel that way 
about anyone in Nashville, other than Short King Juuse 
Saros, and he’s a goalie, so whatever. Roman Josi is great, 
but he’s not a reason to watch. A mid-team with a bunch of 
mid dudes. Not bad enough to hate-watch and not good 
enough to care about all that much. 

Dom: Filip Forsberg, the one exciting guy, is week-to-week 
with an injury. Big no thanks to any game featuring these 
guys. Of course, they’re 5-5-0 too. Mid AF. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 4-5-1 
Last Week: 27 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 25 

Dom: If you want an inside look into the Vancouver Canucks 
experience, this sequence from earlier this week says it all. 
Absolutely unhinged defensively and Thatcher Demko saving 
the day while chaos reigns around him. 

The Canucks are getting caved in on a nightly basis, but at 
least Oliver Ekman-Larsson is doing his part so far. He’s a 
really good case study on the current limitations of analytics 
when it comes to defenders. He looked like a complete 
liability for Arizona over the past few years, but his start with 
Vancouver has been seriously impressive. Just two points in 
10 games, but the five-on-five numbers have been great. 

Sean: Hey, uh, Elias Pettersson has five points and a -9.17 
relative expected goals percentage. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 5-4-1 
Last Week: 19 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 28 

Dom: The Sabres started 5-1-1, but reality is setting in. They 
got embarrassed by the Kraken last night to make it three 
straight losses and it’s only a matter of time before they likely 
drop down to their usual spot in the standings. 

That’s not what really matters here though — it’s that Jack 
Eichel and his Bad Vibes are finally gone and Rebuild 2.0 
can truly kick off. The trade was fine given the circumstances 
and we already graded it with friend of the rankings Corey 
Pronman. So, not much more to add here other than I 
personally hope Peyton Krebs turns into something amazing. 
Buffalo deserves a win. 

Sean: Every week, we go out of our way to (sincerely) pray 
for peace among Sabres fans, and we still get folks livid with 
us for … disrespect, or something? Like we’re going out of 
our way to dump on the city or the fanbase or something? I 
love Buffalo. I want good things for those people.  

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 3-9-0 
Last Week: 30 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 26 

Sean: Bright spot is … uh … Jonathan Drouin didn’t get 
concussed after taking a puck to the head? I also really liked 
what Arpon wrote earlier this week on the development of 
Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield and Alexander Romanov. That’s 
what matters, at this point. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 4-5-2 
Last Week: 18 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 29 

Dom: The Red Wings lost back-to-back games in Canada. 
Would’ve been sick as hell if their leading goal scorer was 
there to help, but alas. 

Sean: Using his day off to have a great time online, no doubt. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 4-4-3 
Last Week: 29 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 27 

Sean: Five of six points for the Ducks! Are they … are they 
interesting?! Seems so. There’s more than one reason for 
that, as Eric Stephens detailed, but let’s get real, Trevor 
Zegras is enough. His point production isn’t great, and it 
appears that someone is going to injure him deliberately in 
the near future — maybe next time, P.K. Subban — but he 
does stuff like this on the regular. 

I’d thank him personally if I could. 

Dom: Something also fun about Zegras is that he has tried 
several times to do the Michigan which automatically will 
make him one of my favourite players once he pulls it off. 

30. Ottawa Senators 
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Record: 3-6-1 
Last Week: 26 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Dom: The telltale sign that someone used my fantasy draft 
cheat sheet is that they drafted Josh Norris way too high. Six 
goals and eight points in 10 games with 28 shots. Not a bad 
start for the sophomore, and the same goes for linemate 
Drake Batherson who has 11 points in 10 games. Now if the 
rest of the kids can get their acts together, we might be 
cooking with upwards of a 75-point pace here.  

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 0-9-1 
Last Week: 31 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Sean: God bless Jay Beagle. He’s played hard hockey for 
many years and seems like a nice guy. The fact that he was 
a first-line center for the Coyotes a few days ago should’ve 
gotten them fined. 

Dom: It’s the long game. Come trade deadline, some GM is 
going to see 14:45 average ice-time, notice the tweets that 
have him listed as a top-line center and trade a second-
rounder for him. Big brain move. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 1-8-2 
Last Week: 32 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Dom: During the Rankings Process, Sean texted me asking 
if it was time to put Arizona last because let’s face it — the 
Coyotes might be the worst team ever assembled. Fair 
enough, but that’s by design and it’s working flawlessly. 
When you think about it, it’s a perfectly built team for its 
stated goal. Chicago? Baby, this was supposed to be a 
playoff team!  

Seth Jones! Marc-Andre Fleury! The return of Jonathan 
Toews! None of it matters as the team has exactly one (1) 
more win than a Coyotes team that’s desperately trying to 
lose. It’s embarrassing; deserved karma for everything that 
happened off the ice with this franchise. It’s only fitting that 
the on-ice product isn’t there to distract anyone from it. This 
franchise is the league’s worst from top to bottom, on and off 
the ice. Chicago doesn’t deserve to be any higher and 32 
honestly feels generous. 

Sean: At least Jeremy Colliton is having a normal one. 
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Burnside: Andersen's Journey To Carolina 

By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC - This is Frederik Andersen's first hockey 
memory. 

Being in the locker room after his father Ernst completed a 
game or practice. 

The goalie pads were softer in those days, filled with deer 
hair for the most part, and they made a great perch for a 
small boy whose father was something of a legend in 
Denmark when it came to hockey. 

And not just hockey but specifically a kind of legend when it 
came to goaltending in Denmark. 

There is sometimes a conceit in North American hockey 
communities that the game is uniquely part of their DNA, and 
the fact the game seems to course through their veins 
separates them from others. 

The images are indelible, undeniable if you are a hockey 
person. 

Wayne Gretzky and his dad Walter in their backyard rink in 
Brantford, Ontario. 

Sidney Crosby firing pucks into the dryer under the watchful 
eye of father Troy in the family home in Cole Harbour, Nova 
Scotia. 

The Staal boys on the rink adjacent to the family sod farm in 
freezing Thunder Bay, Ontario, father Henry acting as a kind 
of personal rink attendant making sure the ice was just so. 

Those stories make up the grain of the game, polished shiny 
over generations. 

But those kinds of moments are not, as it turns out, specific 
to North America. Even in Herning in central Denmark, home 
to the locally famous Blue Fox hockey club, such 
transformative moments aren't just possible but numerous. 

Just the extended Andersen family reflects a long and deep 
affection for and connection to the game. 

Andersen's father played for years in Herning, and then went 
into coaching both locally and at the national level and is 
currently helping with the women's national team in 
Denmark.  

Andersen's mother played (she was a forward) as did his 
aunt and uncle - both were goalies. 

His cousin Emma-Sofie Nordstrom is a top goaltender. 

Andersen's younger brother, Valdemar, 16, is also a 
goaltender. 

His sister, Amalie? And brother Sebastian? Black sheep. 
Amelie plays defense for the University of Maine and 
Sebastian is also a defenseman. 

Andersen grins. Okay, not everyone plays goal in the 
extended Andersen clan but there are a lot. Not that his 
father pushed him to follow him between the pipes. In fact 
just the opposite. 

"My dad had me on skates before I even have a recollection 
of it," Andersen recalled. But Ernst Andersen insisted that 
Frederik skate and play other positions. Still, Andersen 
always gravitated to the goal regardless of whether he was 
technically supposed to be there or not, as was often the 
case during open skates when a young Andersen would be 
in the goal trying to stop the puck even if he was wearing 
regular gear. 

"I kept begging him until I think I was nine or 10 and he 
finally said okay you can go try and play it," Andersen said. 

His father was the goaltending coach for the club in Herning 
and once a week the goaltenders from the different age 
levels would gather for practice. The equipment was handed 
down from older to younger and it was always an exciting 
time when it was your turn to wear the cool equipment. 

Countryman Frans Nielsen's younger brother, Simon, is a 
goaltender and good friend of Andersen's. 

"He had a set (of equipment) that was good and then he had 
a new set so I think I got those pads. I remember thinking 
that was like awesome," Andersen recalled. 

And then there was the time his father brought home a new 
set of gloves for his eldest son to try. 

"But he actually kind of made me earn them a little bit. I 
forget the number but I had to do a certain amount of 
pushups the first few days," Andersen said. "I was only 
allowed to try once a day, and the first couple of days I fell 
just short but a few days in I finally pushed through. So that 
was nice." 

Not that we should confuse his workouts with Rocky Balboa 
preparing to fight Apollo Creed - "I don't think I worked that 
hard," Andersen said with a grin. "But it was a small lesson in 
earning it and appreciating it." 

Even now Andersen and his father remain close, with Ernst 
texting after every game and his parents reading and 
listening to everything they could about their son and the 
Maple Leafs during his tenure in Toronto. 

Sometimes he would suggest they not follow too closely 
what was being said or written. 
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"First of all it's not always true," Andersen said. "And if you 
need to know something, you can just ask me. Get it straight 
from me." 

"They're big fans, right, so they want to get the news and 
consume all the content they can. It's a fine line," he added. 

Andersen chuckles but there is more than a little truth to the 
advice given his family. 

Lessons learned and appreciating your circumstance is 
something that Andersen knows well and those lessons have 
put him in a unique position as he begins a new chapter in 
his National Hockey League career. 

We're sitting in the Carolina Hurricanes locker room, the 
music blaring around the team's new starting netminder. A 
day after this conversation Andersen will stop 33 Boston 
shots to guide the 'Canes to a franchise-record sixth straight 
win to start the season and earn his first shutout as a 
Hurricane. Andersen has been the starter in all of them. He'll 
add another win on the final day of the month to help his new 
team and teammates to a perfect 8-0-0 October and be 
named the third star of the month by the NHL. The new 
month has started with more of the same, a ninth 
consecutive win for the club backstopped by Andersen. 

No one plans a Stanley Cup parade in November though. 
But that the Hurricanes have remained the last unbeaten 
team in the NHL speaks to questions answered and 
answered emphatically. 

GM Don Waddell acknowledged that the team made a series 
of moves that many might have considered risky coming off 
a disappointing playoff defeat in the second round to 
eventual champion Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Petr Mrazek, one of the leaders in the team's unexpected 
march to the 2019 Eastern Conference Final, ended up in 
Toronto having signed as an unrestricted free agent with the 
Leafs. Rookie of the Year finalist Alex Nedeljkovic was dealt 
to Detroit, wiping the goaltending slate clear in Carolina. In 
their place Antti Raanta, late of Arizona, and Andersen who 
had finished last season in street clothes after a knee injury 
kept him out of Toronto's epic first-round collapse against 
Montreal, arrived via free agency. 

Waddell didn't know Andersen but found a pattern of 
responses when he was doing his due diligence on the 32-
year-old. 

"Everybody I talked to said the same thing," Waddell said. 
"Will fit in with your team, players will like him, and when 
players like their goalies they like to play for their goalies. 
The message I got was pretty much dead on now that he's 
here and I've had a chance to be around him. He's an easy 
going guy." 

"I love the way he's patient in the net. He doesn't ever look 
like he's scrambling," added Waddell. "He's a big 
goalie; takes up a lot of net. Everything that we knew about 
him, everything that everybody said about him personally, 
he's lived up to all that." 

Before Andersen could begin the process of making his way 
with a new organization, new teammates and coaches, he 
had to first make his way with himself. 

He calls this past off-season a "reset". 

Even though it was unsettling waiting to find out where he 
was going to make his new hockey home after it became 
clear there wasn't a path forward with Toronto, Andersen 
found comfort in a return to familiar surroundings in the off-
season in California. 

After spending the previous off-season in Toronto, Andersen 
returned to regular workouts with high profile trainer and 
sports psychologist Scot Prohaska. 

The two have been working out since Andersen made the 
jump from the American Hockey League to the NHL, and 
Andersen credits Prohaska with helping him understand and 
develop the mental tools needed to succeed at the game's 
highest level. 

"He's really smart on that sort of stuff. He'll find out a way to 
make everyone better, any athlete," Andersen said. "That 
first summer was probably the biggest of my career and my 
life in terms of just learning. You have to learn what it takes, 
how hard you have to work, how you have to to be structured 
and how actually dedicated you've got to be to receive 
progress in your training. And once you do that it will happen. 
You will see yourself." 

And so this off-season was about two intrinsically linked 
elements of Andersen's game: getting healthy, and getting 
back into a frame of mind that would allow him to put behind 
him the disappointments of the past couple of seasons in the 
pressure cooker that is the Toronto market. 

In some ways that meant continuing on a path he started 
down as a rookie. 

"I think over the years just learning more and more about 
myself and what makes me successful I think," Andersen 
said. "Especially going through a couple of rough years, 
especially last year in Toronto was just not my best year and 
I kind of got away from the way I normally can play. I think 
this summer, along with looking at some video and working 
on getting my body healthy again, was huge too. Just take a 
step back and realize actually how good I could be and how 
easy." 

Here he pauses looking for the right way to frame what was 
an important moment in preparing for this season. 

"It's not easy, but it feels easier when you're in control of 
your game," he explained. "I think that's just understanding 
that part of me and helping me make things not so hard for 
myself." 

Andersen also worked with an osteopath in California as he 
tried to rehabilitate the knee injury that cost him the latter 
part of the season.  

"To correct everything and help me regain that health," 
Andersen said. "So, yeah it was a lot of work this summer. 
I'm glad I did it and glad I stuck with it because it wasn't until 
I got on the ice again that I started to feel like myself again. 
That was a big relief once I started to skate." 

No one has seen as many goaltenders come and go in 
Carolina as longtime analyst and former netminder Tripp 
Tracy. He remains good friends with longtime Carolina goalie 
Cam Ward, and as it turns out, Andersen reached out to 
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Ward to talk about the team and the community after signing 
with the 'Canes. 

"I think it speaks to the professional nature of Freddie," Tracy 
said. "Both in terms of the respect he has for Ward's history 
with the team, but also making use of every resource 
available to him to get as comfortable as quickly as possible 
in his new surroundings." 

"Cam told me the moment that we signed him that he 
thought Freddie would play very well here," Tracy said. 

Ward, it turns out, was spot on. 

Through his first eight starts as a Hurricane Andersen has a 
.949 save percentage (SV%) and 1.50 goals against average 
(GAA). In five starts he has allowed one goal or fewer. 

Tracy also thought the fit would be a good one, although he 
has been surprised by some elements of Andersen's game. 

"I knew about the calmness. That part does not surprise me," 
Tracy said. "But I had no idea that his feet were so quick. 
And so mechanically sound for a big man." 

Usually that kind of quickness and dedication to angles is 
seen with smaller goaltenders like Nashville starter Juuse 
Saros. 

"The angling that (Andersen) has in his feet is excellent," 
Tracy said. Secondly there has been the rebound control. 

Tracy pointed to a difficult save in Sunday's 2-1 win over 
Arizona on a partial break that Andersen blockered away 
from the dangerous parts of the ice.  

"He rotated the wrist and punted the puck with authority," 
Tracy said. "That was a challenging save that he made look 
like a cakewalk." 

That skill goes hand in hand with the way Andersen tracks 
pucks. 

"Watching him at practice I cannot get over how every save, 
even in practice, he tracks every puck with his eyes," Tracy 
said. 

In terms of perspective, Kevin Weekes might have as on the 
whole Frederik Andersen dynamic as anyone in the game.  

Weekes grew up in Toronto and as a long-time national 
analyst currently with ESPN and The NHL Network, Weekes 
understands just how different the Toronto market is from 
every other NHL and maybe every other pro sports market. 
And having played for the Hurricanes during his NHL career - 
one of seven NHL teams Weekes toiled for - he has a great 
grasp of the evolution of the team and the marketplace. 

"I felt like it was going to be at this stage of his career a great 
environment for him," Weekes said. 

Weekes feels the Hurricanes are one of three teams, along 
with Florida and two-time defending champion Tampa Bay, 
that are the most likely teams to come out of the Eastern 
Conference. Andersen is a big reason for that belief in the 
Hurricanes. 

"The biggest thing for me with Freddie is that he's in an 
environment where people are very hospitable, they're very 
welcoming, they're very pleasant, they're charming," Weeks 

said. "It's an easy environment to be. The environment has 
good energy and good karma." 

"There's no over-flexing," Weekes added. "People aren't 
trying to bury people. There's not a lot of character 
assassination, it's just a very nurturing environment. I found 
that and I loved that about it," added Weekes who was a 
pivotal part of the Hurricanes march to the Stanley Cup Final 
in 2002. 

Especially for a goaltender this is not a small consideration. 

Energy, peace of mind, psychology, "they have to be as 
balanced out as much as possible," Weekes said. "You don't 
have to worry about any hyper negativity." 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder 
understands the dynamics of Canadian markets, having 
worked for a number of years with the Ottawa 67's of the 
Ontario Hockey League before working with the Hurricanes' 
goaltending prospects in the minor pros. 

"You know Toronto can be a tough market. If you're playing 
well and things are going great it's probably a real fun place 
to play, but if you're going through some adversity it's hard to 
escape it, right?" Schonfelder said.  

One of the things Schonfelder spoke to Andersen about early 
in training camp was just how different the vibe was going to 
be around this team both internally and externally. 

"You know you're coming to a place where I feel like you can 
just take a breath. Just that alone is huge especially for a 
goalie," Schonfelder said. "You mentioned reset. I think that's 
true for sure, but again I think it's just come in here and 
taking a breath and getting back to focusing on your game." 

The goaltending coach did not know Andersen when he 
signed with the Hurricanes, but takes the same approach 
with the veteran netminder that he does with all of his 
charges. 

"I kind of have an approach with guys, especially with guys 
that I've never worked with before. I want them to feel like 
they don't lose their identity as a goalie," Schonfelder said. "I 
have ideas on how certain things should be played but I also 
know that they've had success over the years doing what 
they're doing. So we have conversations about different 
things, different components about the game, but I don't 
want them to necessarily come in and me give them an 
overhaul or change them. So I'm big on that." 

"You've had success over the years. I'm not going to jam 
something down your throat because I think it should be 
done different," Schonfelder added. "If you're having success 
with it then keep doing it." 

One thing that's struck Schonfelder having worked closely 
with Andersen now on the ice and watching him in the locker 
room is just how quickly he moves for a man with a 6-foot-4, 
238-pound frame. 

"You do your homework before you get them, right? I would 
say I always felt that he could move well for a guy of his size 
but I think, just being on the ice with him and getting live 
looks at him in practice and stuff, it surprised me a bit just on 
how well he can move. And his mobility and flexibility. And 
for a guy of that size if you can put yourself in a position to 
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get set and square because of your movement that's a 
dangerous combination. When he's set and square he's 
tough to beat."  

This is an important season on so many levels for both 
Andersen and the Hurricanes, who have ascended quickly 
from a perennial non-playoff team to a legitimate Stanley 
Cup contender. The last two playoff years have ended with 
promise unfulfilled and the expectations for what might lie 
ahead have only been heightened by the team's strong start. 

And then there's the 2022 Olympics in Beijing. 

Denmark's men's team has qualified, and if he's healthy, 
Andersen is looking forward to being part of the first-ever 
Danish team to play in the men's tournament. And it's 
possible Beijing will mark a family reunion with his sister, 
cousin and father hoping to be part of the women's 
tournament. 

Still, when it comes to the Olympics, Andersen is clear what 
his priority is and that is a Stanley Cup. 

"Once I made the NHL I realized that this is the first priority. 
This is the dream. To lift the Stanley Cup," Andersen said. 
"Here the main dream is to win but obviously it's always 
really, really cool to get to represent Denmark. And represent 
your country. The Olympics now we finally made it, it would 
be special." 

And so we part with this image. 

One day not long ago Andersen and Schonfelder went out 
for lunch. No one approached the two, no one seemed to 
recognize the big netminder, and if they did they had the 
courtesy to give Andersen and his lunchmate their own 
space. 

This is part of Andersen's new reality, just as his play has 
become part of the Hurricanes' new reality.  

Of course if he keeps playing this way, those moments of 
anonymity might be harder and harder to come by. 
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Super 16: Hurricanes new No. 1, Flames enter top five of power rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The Carolina Hurricanes went up one spot in the NHL.com 
Super 16 power rankings to come in at No. 1 this week. 

The Hurricanes moved ahead of the Florida Panthers, who 
dropped to No. 2 after spending the past two weeks in the 
top spot. 

The Calgary Flames moved four spots to get into the top five 
at No. 5. The Winnipeg Jets made the biggest jump, eight 
places to go from No. 16 last week to No. 8 this week. The 
New York Rangers moved up five spots to No. 14. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, who got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (9-0-0) 

Total points: 222 

Last week: No. 2 

The Hurricanes are the only undefeated team in the NHL. 
They have outscored their opponents 37-15, and Frederik 
Andersen is 8-0-0 with a 1.50 goals-against average, a .949 
save percentage and one shutout.  

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (8-0-1) 

Total points: 211 

Last week: No. 1 

Sergei Bobrovsky has six straight wins to start a season for 
the first time in his NHL career. He's the first goalie in 
Panthers history to win at least his first five starts of a 
season. He has allowed seven goals in his past five games. 

3. ST. LOUIS BLUES (6-1-1) 

Total points: 184 

Last week: No. 3 

The Blues are outscoring opponents 26-13 after the first 
period. Forward Vladimir Tarasenko has scored 11 points 
(four goals, seven assists) during a seven-game point streak. 

4. EDMONTON OILERS (8-1-0) 

Total points: 181 

Last week: No. 5 

Leon Draisaitl already has two four-point games this season, 
giving the center 15 in his NHL career, tied with Chicago 
Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane for third most since he 
entered the NHL in 2014-15, behind Oilers center Connor 
McDavid (19) and Tampa Bay Lightning forward Nikita 
Kucherov (16). 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (6-1-2) 

Total points: 161 

Last week: No. 9 

Jacob Markstrom's shutout streak ended at 144:46 in a 3-2 
overtime loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. The 
goalie is 4-1-2 with a 1.56 GAA, .947 save percentage and 
three shutouts.  

6. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (5-1-3) 

Total points: 156 

Last week: No. 4 

The Capitals did not lose a game in regulation in October for 
the first time in their history. They have outscored their 
opponents 23-12 through the first two periods but are 0-1-3 
in one-goal games. They are 4-for-14 on the power play in 
their past three games after going 0-for-15 in their previous 
five. 

7. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (5-3-1) 

Total points: 130 

Last week: No. 10 

Alex Killorn has scored five goals during a four-game goal 
streak. The forward leads the Lightning with seven goals. 
Tampa Bay has won three games in a row. 

8. WINNIPEG JETS (5-2-2) 

Total points: 98 

Last week: No. 16 

The Jets are 5-0-1 and 42.9 percent on the power play (6-
for-14) in a six-game point streak since Oct. 21. Forward 
Kyle Connor's personal six-game point streak (six goals, 
seven assists) ended Tuesday. Forward Pierre-Luc Dubois 
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has scored 11 points (seven goals, four assists) in an eight-
game streak. 

9. NEW YORK RANGERS (6-2-2) 

Total points: 95 

Last week: No. 14 

Adam Fox leads the Rangers with 11 points (two goals, nine 
assists). The defenseman, who signed a seven-year, $66.5 
million contract Monday, has scored 100 points (15 goals, 85 
assists) in 135 NHL games, all for New York. The only 
defensemen in Rangers history to reach 100 points in fewer 
games are Brian Leetch (102) and Sergei Zubov (108), each 
in the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

10. MINNESOTA WILD (6-3-0) 

Total points: 94 

Last week: No. 7 

Kirill Kaprizov scored his first goal of the season 2:02 into 
overtime to give the Wild a 5-4 win against the Ottawa 
Senators on Tuesday. The forward led NHL rookies with 27 
goals and 51 points last season, when he won the Calder 
Trophy voted as the NHL rookie of the year. The Wild are 6-
0-0 in games decided by one goal, 3-0 in overtime. 

11. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (5-2-1) 

Total points: 77 

Last week: NR 

The Flyers have outscored opponents 11-5 in the first period 
and 11-5 in the third. They've been outscored 10-6 in the 
second period. They have scored the first goal in six of their 
eight games, going 5-0-1. 

12. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (3-2-2) 

Total points: 58 

Last week: No. 11 

The Islanders have points in five straight games (3-0-2), all 
on the road. Goalie Ilya Sorokin has allowed six goals on 163 
shots (1.17 GAA, .963 save percentage) with two shutouts 
during the point streak. New York has six road games before 
playing its first game at UBS Arena against the Flames on 
Nov. 20.  

13. COLORADO AVALANCHE (4-4-1) 

Total points: 53 

Last week: No. 12 

Nathan MacKinnon is on a seven-game point streak after he 
had an assist in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Wednesday. The center has scored at least one 
point in each of the first seven games he has played this 
season after missing the first two in NHL COVID-19 protocol 
(10 points; one goal, nine assists). 

14. BOSTON BRUINS (4-3-0) 

Total points: 49 

Last week: No. 6 

The Bruins are tied with the Islanders for the fewest games 
played this season (seven). They will play 12 games this 
month, 13 in December and 16 in January. 

15. SAN JOSE SHARKS (6-3-0) 

Total points: 48 

Last week: NR 

James Reimer is 3-1-0 with a 1.54 GAA and .950 save 
percentage (seven goals on 139 shots) in five games (four 
starts) this season. The Sharks have coach Bob Boughner, 
forwards Kevin Labanc, Matt Nieto and Timo Meier, and 
defensemen Erik Karlsson, Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Radim 
Simek and Jake Middleton in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 

16. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (5-4-1) 

Total points: 29 

Last week: No. 13 

The Maple Leafs have won three straight games since 
starting the season 2-4-1. They have scored nine goals, two 
on the power play, in their past two games after scoring nine 
goals, none with the man-advantage, in their previous five. 

Others receiving points: Buffalo Sabres 20, Pittsburgh 
Penguins 12, Vegas Golden Knights 9, Columbus Blue 
Jackets 7, Nashville Predators 7, Vancouver Canucks 3 

Dropped out: Penguins (No. 8), Sabres (No. 13), Golden 
Knights (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 
12. San Jose Sharks; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. New York 
Rangers; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. Colorado Avalanche 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Edmonton Oilers; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. New 
York Islanders; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. New York Rangers; 10. San Jose Sharks; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Washington 
Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
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Minnesota Wild; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. San Jose Sharks; 12. 
Columbus Blue Jackets; 13. Tampa Bay Lightning; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Boston Bruins 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Minnesota Wild; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 
12. New York Islanders; 13. San Jose Sharks; 14. Colorado 
Avalanche; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Columbus Blue Jackets 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Vancouver Canucks; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
San Jose Sharks; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. New York 
Islanders; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Washington Capitals; 
6. St. Louis Blues; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Buffalo Sabres; 11. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
12. San Jose Sharks; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Columbus 
Blue Jackets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Boston Bruins; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. San Jose Sharks; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. San Jose 
Sharks; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Buffalo Sabres 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Buffalo Sabres; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. San Jose 
Sharks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Washington 
Capitals; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. San Jose Sharks; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Toronto Maple 
Leafs 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Minnesota Wild; 
14. Colorado Avalanche; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 16. San 
Jose Sharks 
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About Last Night: Just Keep Winning 

By Brett Finger  

It wasn’t pretty, and at times it looked like it was going to 
end, but the Carolina Hurricanes extended their franchise-
record winning streak to open a season to nine games 
thanks to a come-from-behind win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Wednesday. 

With the win, the 2021-22 Hurricanes are off to the second-
best start to a season in league history, and consecutive 
wins against the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning 
on the road would give them sole possession of the record. 

Before we shift our sight to that, though, let’s talk about last 
night. 

Falling Behind the Eight-Ball 

Rod Brind’Amour shared his dislike of how the Hurricanes 
played through 40 minutes after the game last night. 

“We weren’t great in the first two periods, that’s for sure,” 
said Brind’Amour. “Felt like we were just kind of going along 
with the game. Certainly weren’t playing our game the way 
we needed to. It showed because we were down going into 
the third period.” 

Overall, the Hurricanes didn’t play an awful first two periods, 
but they were very obviously not in control of the game, and 
when they failed to execute, they really failed to execute. 

Just after a minute into the game, Andrei Svechnikov whiffed 
on catching a harmless puck out of midair at his own blue 
line. He deflected the puck down and directly onto a silver 
platter for Alex Debrincat to step in and score a breakaway 
goal. 

Early in the second, a turnover at the Chicago blue line from 
Martin Necas, combined with a deep-pinching Tony 
Deangelo, created a 3-on-1 the other way that the Hawks 
eventually turned into a Patrick Kane goal. 

And finally, just before the midway point of the second 
period, Brady Skjei managed to turn an offensive zone 
faceoff win into a blooper reel moment. His point shot got 
blocked, the puck then got stolen from him, he fell down, and 
Chicago scored on the odd-man rush as Skjei was still down 
on the ice. 

If there was a game that the team felt destined to lose, it was 
that one. Every mistake was in their net... every terrible, and 
sometimes hilarious, mistake. 

Thankfully, the Hurricanes weren’t getting shut out thanks to 
a fortunate bounce off the stick of DeAngelo to Derek Stepan 
in the first period. 

“I’m going to give Tony all the credit in the world,” Stepan 
said with a smile last night. “He totally saw me, and he meant 

to pass it. You might have to ask him and he can tell you the 
real truth, but I’m going to say it was a set play.” 

A Shot of Life 

After Chicago took a two-goal lead, the Hurricanes started 
mounting some serious pressure. 

One of the most significant moments of the game for 
Carolina, behind a dramatic late penalty kill, was rookie Seth 
Jarvis turning defensive presence into offense and scoring a 
huge goal to cut the Chicago lead to just one goal in the 
second half of the second period. 

“It’s a goal that says a lot about the talent he has,” said 
Stepan after the game. “His ability to skate and his 
breakaway speed. That’s rare to find. He makes a great play 
and a good read. It started in his own end, which is a big part 
of this thing, and he was able to make offense out of it. High-
level talent and a high-level goal.” 

It was only appropriate that Jarvis’ first goal was assisted by 
Stepan, who has been his de facto mentor to this point in his 
very young NHL tenure. 

“He’s been someone that, from the first day I started 
practicing with the team, I’ve been able to lean on,” Jarvis 
said after his NHL debut against the Arizona Coyotes. “He’s 
a guy I can ask questions to and he’ll give me a straight-up 
response and he won’t sugar coat it. That’s what you need.” 

The’s part of the reason why the addition of Stepan was so 
important, especially for a fourth-line role. This is a player in 
the back half of his career who has accepted his role from 
day one. He’s no longer the perennial 50-point scorer he was 
for his entire career in New York, but he’s still an excellent 
4C with a wealth of experience and hockey know-how to 
create offense and be a steady all-around player. 

Jarvis is benefitting from playing with him, and the 
Hurricanes seriously benefitted last night from those two 
being on the ice and being on the same page. 

Wild Third Period 

The Hurricanes were buzzing for most of the third period, 
and it started with Jesper Fast’s goal just 17 seconds into the 
final frame to tie the game at three apiece. 

Just over three minutes later, Martin Necas gave the team 
their first lead of the night, setting up a wonderful and stress-
free finish to their ninth straight win. 

... Right? 

Right?!?! 

Well, no. 
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The Hurricanes spent just under seven minutes of the third 
period on the penalty kill, starting with Ian Cole’s interference 
call (which Brind’Amour questioned the legitimacy of after the 
game). 

Brady Skjei then got called for hooking at 9:45 of the period, 
and the cherry on top was a four-minute double-minor for 
high-sticking on Ethan Bear with 5:26 left in the game. The 
Blackhawks essentially had the rest of the game on the 
power play, and the Hurricanes needed to come up huge. 

And they did. 

The Hurricanes did a phenomenal job collapsing and taking 
away Chicago’s shooting lanes on the penalty kill in the third 
period. In their three power plays, the Blackhawks had 12 

shot attempts. Only five went unblocked and only three made 
it on the net. 

Jaccob Slavin finished the game with six blocked shots, 
several of which came on the desperate final penalty kill in 
the third period, wherein he had a shift that spanned 3:39. 

Carolina bent, but they refused to break, and thanks to that, 
they are now 9-0 on the season and have a chance to make 
NHL history if they can get through the state of Florida 
unscathed. 

But if we know anything, it’s that if you’re going to go through 
the state of Florida, you’re going to need a lot of luck on your 
side to get out in one piece.
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Extend Division Lead 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 18 Points (9-0-0) 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost Nino Niederreiter for “a few 
weeks” against the Chicago Blackhawks. His absence 
coupled with Seth Jarvis’s inexperience caused ripples 
throughout the lineup. The rookie forward was originally 
slotted in the fourth line to start Sunday’s game with the plan 
to move him around the lineup depending on his play. Jarvis 
looked good in his debut earning an assist on the game-
winning goal. Rod Brind’Amour was happy with his play 
saying that he didn’t look like a rookie out there. 

However, Brind’Amour does not like playing young players in 
real impact positions. This caused every line to change in the 
blend-o-matic which also included Jordan Martinook playing 
on the second line. Jarvis is also not going to develop 
playing on an energy fourth line, he needs to be out where 
he can create plays and find open space, something he 
showed he could do this weekend. 

The Canes desperately need to return back to their original 
top six which was one of the most productive groups in the 
league and keep the bottom six as close as possible. While 
Karel Vejmelka played well for the Coyotes on Sunday, the 
Canes group really struggled to produce with only two goals 
against a depleted and bad Coyotes team. The Canes are 
about to have a tough test of the Panthers and Tampa Bay 
Lightning on a road trip starting this weekend, they will need 
to be on top of their game to earn wins in either of those 
games. 

2. New York Rangers: 14 Points (6-2-2) 

The New York Rangers signed defenseman Adam Fox to a 
seven-year contract extension with a $9.5 million annual cap 
hit. It's not often a $9.5 million cap hit can be viewed as 
team-friendly, but the reigning Norris Trophy winner could 
have held out for more money, and no one would have 
blamed him. The contract does put the Rangers in a bind 
moving forward. They now have $37.6 million taken up by 
four players: Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, Jacob Trouba 
and Fox. Next season they have just 15 players under 
contract and just under $12 million in cap space.  

This also doesn’t also take into account that the Rangers will 
have to find new deals for upcoming restricted free agents 
Kaapo Kakko, Alexander Georgiev and Samuel Blais this 
offseason and will have Alexis Lafreniere as a pending free 
agent next season. The Rangers are putting themselves in a 
similar position as the Maple Leafs in having to fill a lot of 
roster positions with minimum contracts. For anyone upset 
about the hard cap not allowing teams to keep their drafted 
players, no one forced the rangers to spend almost $20 
million in free agency in Panarin/Trouba and Fox was neither 
drafted nor developed by the Rangers.  

3. Washington Capitals: 13 Points (5-1-3) 

Right after recording a hat trick last week, T.J. Oshie 
suffered a lower-body injury against the Detroit Red Wings. 
Oshie, who ranked third on the Capitals in goals at the time 
of his injury, is listed as week-to-week. Oshie’s injury along 
with Nicklas Backstrom has pushed Connor McMichael and 

Daniel Sprong into the top six. The second line of 
McMichael, Sprong and Anthony Mantha has struggled and 
has yet to appear on the scoresheet. Head Coach Peter 
Laviolette has had to be selective in how he deploys this line. 
They have a 70% offensive zone start percentage.  

This has helped them produce a positive Corsi rate, but their 
inability to find the back of the net is going to hurt the 
Capitals in the long term. Since Oshie was injured, they are 
1-1-1 including the Red Wings game where he left. Their win 
came against a struggling Arizona Coyotes. The Caps will be 
able to activate Backstrom as early as Saturday when they 
play the Flyers but will have to face the Florida Panthers 
before they are able to do so.  

4. Columbus Blue Jackets: 12 Points (6-3-0)  

The Columbus Blue Jackets are currently without forward 
Max Domi who is quarantining in New York City after being 
placed in COVID protocol. Domi has been effective this 
season for the Blue Jackets with four points in four games 
played and is looking to finally have a breakout year in 
Columbus. Domi plays on the second line with Jack Roslovic 
and Oliver Bjorkstrand which has been the best possession 
line for the Blue Jackets with a 53% Corsi. The second line 
has also been effective on the scoresheet with five goals 
between them, only behind the top line which has eight 
goals.  

Heading into the season one of the knocks against the Blue 
Jackets was their depth and specifically their top six. Now 
they are going to have to rely on rookie Yegor Chinakov on 
the second line while Domi is out for the next two games at a 
minimum. Chinakov is a 20-year-old Russian forward who is 
still looking for his first NHL goal. Between filling in on the 
second line and the second power-play unit, this will be his 
best chance to pick up his maiden goal.  

5. Philadelphia Flyers: 11 Points (5-2-1) 

The Flyers Western Canada road trip ended up a success 
winning two of their three road games including beating the 
formerly undefeated Edmonton Oilers. The Flyers were also 
able to bounce back from their loss against the Calgary 
Flames with a 3-0 shutout win last night over the inept 
Arizona Coyotes. The Flyers were also able to do this 
without their top-pairing defenseman Ryan Ellis who was 
made the trip to Canada but has yet to return. Ellis has now 
missed five straight games with a lower-body injury. This has 
been the same injury that kept Ellis out of practice in the 
preseason and could end up being a nagging injury if he is 
rushed back. 

In his place, Rasmus Ristolainen has been playing on the 
second pairing with Travis Sanheim, but the pairing has been 
the worst on the team in possession numbers. The pairing 
has just one game with positive Corsi, last night’s game 
against the Coyotes. In the previous five games, they 
averaged a 38.17% Corsi and a 34.59% expected goals for. 
While this can work against weaker teams, it will become 
apparent when they start playing the full gauntlet of 
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Metropolitan teams, you can’t just roll out one good pairing 
and come away with wins night-in and night-out.  

6. New Jersey Devils: 9 Points (4-3-1) 

Dougie Hamilton looks to have hit his stride in Newark. 
Hamilton had a slow start to the season but in the last week, 
he has four points in five games played. He also leads the 
team with 24:03 of ice time per game, picking up right where 
he left off in Carolina. Hamilton has proven to be the best off-
season acquisition for the Devils, their other big signing 
Tomas Tatar has struggled. He was a free agent that many 
Canes fans wanted in Carolina, but he has yet to register a 
goal and has just three assists in seven games played this 
season, with only two even-strength points. 

Games for the Devils largely come down to who is in net for 
them. Jonathan Bernier has a record of 3-1-0 in four games, 
losing his first game on Tuesday. Their backups of Scott 
Wedgewood and Nico Daws are a combined 1-2-1 record. 
Bernier has a .907 sv% and is the only goalie for the Devils 
who has been over .900. The good news for the Devils is 
they should be getting their full-time backup in Mackenzie 
Blackwood back after getting vaccinated. This should go a 
long way in creating more stability in the crease and 
stabilizing their biggest issue for the team.  

7. New York Islanders: 8 Points (3-2-2) 

It's going to be very tough to form any conclusions about this 
New York Islanders team this year. Not only now because of 
the long road trip, but also later when they have a home-
heavy schedule. What they have shown, they have stuck 
with their defensive identity. They have a 2.43 goals for and 
goals against per game. The goals for is bottom ten while the 
goals against is top ten. Their power play ranks 15th in the 

league but their penalty kill is top 10. They might not score in 
bunches, but it's also hard to score on them in bunches. 

However so far this season, it just seems like Islanders light 
or diet Islanders. They have scored two or fewer goals four 
times this season which is a big reason they have only won 
three games. They recorded back-to-back shutouts last week 
against the Coyotes and the struggling Golden Knights but 
have struggled against the better teams and teams in the 
Metropolitan Division. While they are only two points down 
on the Capitals who are in third place, no one expected the 
Islanders to be in seventh place at this point in the season, 
and they need to get out of this road trip still in striking 
distance.  

8. Pittsburgh Penguins: 8 Points (3-3-2) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were very happy to get their 
captain, Sidney Crosby, back in the lineup last Saturday 
against the New Jersey Devils. Crosby struggled in his return 
with a -3 rating and committed a penalty that led to the 
game-winning penalty shot goal for the Devils. Because he 
has been out for so long, it could take him some time to get 
back to full speed. Unfortunately, his return was short lived 
as he tested positive for COVID yesterday. 

Crosby wasnt the only one who tested positive yesterday, 
Brian Dumoulin was also added to the list. They join Chad 
Ruhwedel and Marcus Pettersson who were added to the 
COVID-19 list on Tuesday. They are still without Kris Letang 
who is not eligible to return from the COVID-19 list until 
Thursday against the Flyers. This brings the total of players 
that have been in protocol to eight for the Penguins this 
season.
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes Surge to the No. 1 Spot 

By Lyle Fitzsimmons 

Attention, the NHL: There's a storm brewing in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, winners of the Central Division last 
season and boasting one of the league's best stockpiles of 
young talent, have picked up where they left off. 

Rod Brind'Amour's team arrived to Wednesday night's game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks as the NHL's last unbeaten 
squad, and they left United Center that way too, winning 4-3. 
The Canes' unblemished start earned them a unanimous 
nod as the league's top team in the latest installment of B/R's 
weekly NHL power rankings. 

In fact, the Hurricanes, Florida Panthers and Edmonton 
Oilers were listed 1-2-3 on every ballot, a slight switch from 
last week, when the Panthers, Oilers and Hurricanes were 
first, second and third, respectively. 

Carolina had the league's best goal differential, plus-21, 
heading into Wednesday and had the lowest rate of goals 
allowed per game (1.50) thanks to the work of offseason 
acquisition Frederik Andersen, who had stopped all but nine 
of 205 shots against him through seven starts prior to the win 
in Chicago. 

"That's obviously the biggest part, I think, of why we have the 
record we have," Brind'Amour said. "He's been great. Let's 
call it for what it is." 

Read on to see how the remaining spots were filled, and feel 
free to drop a note or two in the comments section to let our 
puck heads know where they got it right, and perhaps 
otherwise. 

Nos. 32-26: Coyotes, Blackhawks, Canadiens, Kraken, 
Senators, Canucks, Kings 

32. Arizona Coyotes (Last Week: 31st) 

They have to win eventually, right? The Coyotes have 
managed one OT loss in 10 games while being outscored 
42-13. Nine regulation losses have included three shutouts 
and four one-goal games. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks (Last Week: 32nd) 

Off the ice, with the ramifications of the report concerning 
sexual abuse allegations still being felt, it's been disastrous. 
On the ice, the Blackhawks ended an 0-7-2 stretch with a 5-1 
victory over the Ottawa Senators. Patrick Kane's three goals 
moved him to third on the team's all-time list with 408. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (Last Week: 30th) 

After the start the Canadiens had, even a 2-2 week seems 
like a huge advance. Both wins, on the road to San Jose and 
home against Detroit, included shutouts by Jake Allen, who 
saved all 67 shots he faced across the two games. 

29. Seattle Kraken (Last Week: 28th) 

Three wins and an OT loss in 10 games isn't quite on the 
level of Vegas' expansion arrival a few years back, but it's 
not dreadful for Seattle. Brandon Tanev has six goals after 
scoring seven in 32 games last season. 

28. Ottawa Senators (Last Week: 26th) 

It was a win, a loss and an OT loss for the Senators, whose 
per-game clip of 3.33 goals allowed is tied for 26th in the 
league. Filip Gustavsson, though, has been solid with a .916 
save percentage in four games.  

27. Vancouver Canucks (Last Week: 21st) 

A three-game skid ended with an OT win against the New 
York Rangers on Tuesday, but offense is a recurring issue. 
Vancouver is scoring 2.4 goals per game, which is a better 
record than those of just five of the league's other 31 teams. 

26. Los Angeles Kings (Last Week: 29th) 

The Kings were just 1-5-1 through seven games but bounced 
back with consecutive wins over Montreal, Buffalo and St. 
Louis in the second, third and fourth matchups of a five-
game homestand through Friday night. 

Nos. 25-21: Stars, Ducks, Red Wings, Predators, Islanders 

25. Dallas Stars (Last Week: 23rd) 

A 3-2 start was followed by two regulation and two 
OT/shootout losses for the Stars, who haven't yet managed 
a regulation win. Braden Holtby has been excellent, though, 
stopping 206 of 223 shots. 

24. Anaheim Ducks (Last Week: 27th) 

Two straight home wins turned around the week for the 
Ducks, whose record of 35 goals is the fourth-best in the 
league.  

23. Detroit Red Wings (Last Week: 24th) 

An OT win in Washington started the week but was followed 
by three straight losses for the Red Wings, who were without 
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the unvaccinated Tyler Bertuzzi for the defeats in Toronto 
and Montreal. 

22. Nashville Predators (Last Week: 25th) 

A 1-4 start turned into a four-game win streak for the 
Predators before Wednesday's 5-2 loss in Edmonton. 
Nashville allowed just seven goals in the four wins after 
conceding six to Winnipeg on Oct. 23.  

21. New York Islanders (Last Week: 11th) 

The Islanders passed the halfway point of a daunting 13-
game road swing to begin the season before new building 
UBS Arena opens on Nov. 20. The payback? They'll play 10 
of their 14 games in December on home ice. 

Nos. 20-16: Devils, Golden Knights, Penguins, Bruins, 
Sabres 

20. New Jersey Devils (Last Week: 20th) 

A defeat to Anaheim on Tuesday was almost incidental to 
the loss of prized free-agent pickup Dougie Hamilton to an 
unspecified lower-body injury. He inked a seven-year, $63 
million deal and had six points in his first eight games for the 
Devils. 

19. Vegas Golden Knights (Last Week: 15th) 

Jack-Pot! Vegas finally put the Jack Eichel sweepstakes to 
rest early Thursday morning after reportedly landing the 
Sabres' captain in a blockbuster deal.                

18. Pittsburgh Penguins (Last Week: 8th) 

The needle was already pointing down in Pittsburgh, where 
the Penguins are recoiling after a three-game losing streak 
has seen them outscored 13-3. And now captain Sidney 
Crosby has COVID-19 after missing the first seven games of 
the campaign while recovering from wrist surgery. 

17. Boston Bruins (Last Week: 6th) 

The Bruins dueled with the league's early-season best this 
week, splitting two games with Florida and dropping a 3-0 
decision in Carolina. "I think our guys are understanding our 
identity," coach Bruce Cassidy said. 

16. Buffalo Sabres (Last Week: 12th) 

It's been two points through the first three games of a West 
Coast trip for the Sabres, who dropped consecutive games in 
Los Angeles and San Jose after beating Anaheim. Seattle is 
up on Thursday. 

Nos. 15-11: Blue Jackets, Avalanche, Sharks, Wild, Flyers 

15. Columbus Blue Jackets (Last Week: 19th) 

It was an up-and-down week for the Blue Jackets, whose 
overtime win against Colorado on Wednesday gave them 
their first winning streak since opening the season 2-0. Patrik 
Laine has 10 points in nine games after putting up 21 in 45 
with the team in 2021-22 

14. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 18th) 

Wins over St. Louis and Minnesota made it three in four 
games for the awakening Avs before Wednesday's OT loss 

to Columbus. Goalie Darcy Kuemper stopped 29 shots in the 
4-1 win over the Wild. 

13. San Jose Sharks (Last Week: 14th) 

When it looked like the Sharks were sinking, they rebounded 
with victories against Winnipeg and Buffalo in the second 
and third outings of a five-game homestand. The latter came 
without seven regulars who were in the league's COVID-19 
protocol. 

12. Minnesota Wild (Last Week: 7th) 

It took nine games, but reigning Calder Trophy winner Kirill 
Kaprizov finally scored his first goal of the season on 
Tuesday against Ottawa. The winger had 27 goals in 55 
games as an NHL rookie. 

11. Philadelphia Flyers (Last Week: 13th) 

A West Coast trip was part of a week that yielded two wins 
and two losses for the Flyers, who returned home to beat 
Arizona 3-0. That game saw Carter Hart (.928 save 
percentage) make 29 saves in recording his third career 
shutout. 

Nos. 10-6: Maple Leafs, Jets, Lightning, Rangers, Capitals 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs (Last Week: 22nd) 

Captain John Tavares' 2020-21 season ended with a scary 
injury in the playoffs, but he's up to his old tricks with 
linemate Mitchell Marner this year, with three goals and five 
assists in 10 games. 

9. Winnipeg Jets (Last Week: 10th) 

As GM Kevin Cheveldayoff faced off-ice questions about his 
connection to the sexual abuse allegations in Chicago, the 
Jets picked up five of a possible six points against Anaheim, 
Los Angeles and San Jose on a swing through California. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning (Last Week: 9th) 

The champs looked like the champs in the aftermath of Oct. 
25's 5-1 loss to Buffalo, winning three straight while scoring 
13 goals and allowing four. Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy had a 
.955 save percentage in the wins. 

7. New York Rangers (Last Week: 16th) 

It's six wins and an OT loss in the last eight for the Rangers, 
who have seen Igor Shesterkin take hold of the No. 1 goalie 
role with a .943 save percentage and 1.85 goals-against 
average in eight starts. 

6. Washington Capitals (Last Week: 5th) 

A 3-2 loss to the Lightning on Monday was the first regulation 
defeat of the season for Washington, which had earned 
points in eight straight games. Still, Alex Ovechkin was the 
NHL's First Star of the Month for October. 

Nos. 5-1: Blues, Flames, Oilers, Panthers, Hurricanes 

5. St. Louis Blues (Last Week: 4th) 

The Blues took a 6-1 overall record and a 3-0 road mark into 
Wednesday night's shootout loss to Los Angeles. They have 
received 11, 10 and nine points from Vladimir Tarasenko, 
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Jordan Kyrou and David Perron, respectively, through eight 
games. 

4. Calgary Flames (Last Week: 17th) 

A six-game win streak finally ended with an OT loss to 
Nashville on Tuesday, but the Flames look undoubtedly 
better to start the season, led by goalie Jacob Markstrom's 4-
1-2 record and microscopic 1.56 goals against average. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (Last Week: 2nd) 

Did you have full confidence in Mikko Koskinen once starter 
Mike Smith was shelved? The Finn is 6-1-0 and has 
conceded just 14 goals on 213 shots (.934 save percentage) 
through Wednesday. 

2. Florida Panthers (Last Week: 1st) 

The Panthers are adjusting after head coach Joel 
Quenneville resigned after he was implicated as failing to act 
upon learning of sexual assault allegations during his time 
with the Blackhawks. "I'm just trying to keep what we have 
going and keep the status quo," interim coach Andrew 
Brunette said. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 3rd) 

Four straight wins at home preceded Wednesday night's win 
in Chicago for the Hurricanes, who are the league's last 
unbeaten team. Goalie Frederik Andersen was named the 
league's Third Star of the Month for October after beginning 
the season with seven wins, a 1.29 goals-against average 
and a .956 save percentage.

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255539536.html 

https://theathletic.com/2936980/2021/11/05/nhl-power-rankings-the-florida-panthers-and-carolina-hurricanes-are-taking-care-of-business/  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-andersens-journey-to-carolina/c-327500376 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-4/c-327542628 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/4/22763422/about-last-night-just-keep-winning-carolina-hurricanes-seth-jarvis-derek-stepan-blackhawks-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/4/22760685/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-carolina-hurricanes-extend-division-lead 
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2950106-nhl-power-rankings-hurricanes-surge-to-the-no-1-spot 
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Don’t call them a ‘fourth line’: Depth forwards are key to the Canes’ 
unbeaten start 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 04, 2021 2:13 PM 

 

One is 31 and bald, the old pro. 

One is 25, with endless energy and a never-fading smile. 

Then there’s the rookie. He’s 19, talented, ready for the big leagues. 

That the Carolina Hurricanes are 9-0 and the only undefeated team in the 
NHL has a lot to do with goalie Frederik Andersen’s efficient work in net, 
the offensive skills of such forwards as Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
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Svechnikov and the crafty defensive play of Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce 
and a strong D corps. 

But the Canes’ fourth line — and coach Rod Brind’Amour dislikes 
numbering the lines — has taken on a new look the past two games. 
Seth Jarvis, the 19-year-old rookie, has joined it. Derek Stepan, the bald 
veteran, centers it and winger Steven Lorentz is a good complement with 
his strength and energetic aggressiveness. 

“Maybe when things aren’t going well, our line is always on and always 
doing the things the right way, and trying to build momentum so our big 
boys can take over,” Stepan said Wednesday. 

SETH JARVIS MAKES NHL DEBUT 

When forward Nino Niederreiter was injured last Friday against Chicago, 
Jarvis got his chance to make his NHL debut. Slotted on the Stepan line, 
the winger picked up his first NHL point on an assist and came ever-so-
close to scoring in a 2-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes at PNC Arena. 

“He doesn’t look like a rookie to me,” Brind’Amour said after the Arizona 
game. “No nerves at all.” 

Jarvis was even better Wednesday in his second game, at Chicago. His 
second-period goal, against goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, was his first in the 
NHL, spurring a Canes rally and a 4-3 road win over the Blackhawks at 
the United Center. 

“That goal says a lot about the talent he has,” Stepan said. “His ability to 
skate and his breakaway speed are rare to find. He makes a great play 
and a good read.” 

Jarvis first beat Chicago’s Erik Gustafsson to a loose puck in the 
defensive zone, then sped past the defenseman down the ice. Jarvis lost 
control of the puck but it slid through Fleury’s pads as the goalie missed 
on a poke check. 

“Twenty years from now he’s going to tell someone about it and there’s 
probably going to be a little different finish on it,” Brind’Amour joked. “But 
scoring on Marc-Andre Fleury, that’s a pretty special first goal and a big 
one at that.” 

STEPAN A VETERAN PRESENCE 

Stepan started the play by playing the puck up the boards. Stepan’s first-
period goal had tied the score 1-1 after Alex DeBrincat scored the first of 
his two goals for the Blackhawks. 

It was the second goal in two games for Stepan, who scored his 170th 
career goal in his 768th game and was named the game’s first star. He 
was one of the offseason free-agents additions by the Canes, a player 
who spent seven of his first 11 NHL seasons with the New York Rangers. 

“My game is coming,” Stepan said. “I’m getting more and more 
comfortable in the system, getting more and more comfortable with the 
guys. It takes hard work and two really good linemates. Obviously ‘Jarvy’ 
has been fun to be with and I hope the kid likes me.” 

Jarvis does. Stepan has constantly been in Jarvis’ ear since training 
camp, offering advice, using his experience to help guide the rook. 
Jarvis, in turn, said Stepan does not sugar-coat anything. 

“He’s been someone that from the first day I started practicing with the 
team I’ve been able to lean on,” Jarvis said. 

LORENTZ NO LONGER A ROOKIE 

Lorentz was a rookie last season, playing 45 games for the Canes. While 
Jarvis was a first-round draft pick by Carolina in 2020, Lorentz was taken 
in the seventh round by the Canes in 2015 and worked his way to the 
NHL. 

It’s a good mix, and the fourth line also was effective with Jordan 
Martinook on it before the Niederreiter injury and Jarvis joining the lineup. 

Stepan is the wise old head. Lorentz, who has good size at 6-4 and 206 
pounds, is a tough forechecker who can create the havoc Brind’Amour 

wants. Jarvis has the speed and despite not being a big guy — he’s 
listed at 5-10 and 175 pounds — has no qualms about lurking around the 
net and has a goal-scorer’s instincts and quick stick. 

“Playing with them makes it a lot easier,” Jarvis said. “They’re two 
defensively trusting guys, so going out and playing plays and chipping 
the puck in for those guys to go after has helped me a lot.” 

The Canes will seek to go 10-0 and tie the NHL record for most wins to 
start a season on Saturday in a road game against the Florida Panthers. 
It’s a record first set by the Toronto Maple Leafs in 1993-94 and matched 
by the Buffalo Sabres in 2006-07. 

“Florida is as good as they come and has been for a bit here,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We played (Florida) a lot last year so we know what 
we’re getting there. That’s going to be a tough one. We know that. We 
look forward to it, too.” 

LONGEST WINNING STREAK TO START NHL SEASON 

10: Toronto Maple Leafs 1993-94 

10: Buffalo Sabres 2006-07 

9: Montreal Canadiens 2015-16 

9: Carolina Hurricanes 2021-22 
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‘It wasn’t pretty,’ but Panthers win again. Sometimes, that’s how they’ll 
have to do it 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

 

For 60 minutes Thursday, the Florida Panthers were far from perfect. 

In overtime, they were. 

The Panthers, after blowing a three-goal lead in the final 22 minutes of 
regulation, never let the Washington Capitals possess the puck in 
overtime. They won the opening faceoff, got one takeaway deep in the 
offensive zone and then were patient, content to wait until just the right 
moment to strike for a 5-4 win in Sunrise. 

Center Eetu Luostarinen scored the game-winning goal with 3:05 left in 
overtime when Capitals right wing Tom Wilson inadvertently knocked his 
centering pass into the net. The Panthers (9-0-1) never let Washington 
(5-1-4) get out of its zone after superstar center Aleksander Barkov won 
the opening faceoff and stripped Wilson deep in the offensive zone as 
the Capitals got their one chance to set up a rush the other way. 

“In overtime, we did some very unselfish things,” interim coach Andrew 
Brunette said. “We did a lot of things for each other tonight and that’s 
kind of been the identity for this team.“ 

DEPTH WINS THE GAME 

Their biggest stars set the table. The role players won the game. 

Barkov, star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau and star defenseman Aaron 
Ekblad didn’t just trying to be heroes, and were happy to hop over the 
boards for a line change to get fresh legs on the ice after probing the 
defense for close to a minute in overtime. Forwards Anthony Duclair and 
Sam Reinhart, the next two into the game, were willing to do the same 
and let the third pairing deliver a win. 
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It’s why Florida is now back atop the NHL standings after bouncing back 
from its only loss of the season in front of 12,542 at FLA Live Arena. 
Barkov was deservedly the first star, scoring twice and tying Olli Jokinen 
for the most goals in franchise history, but the Panthers won on a goal by 
a third-line center after two goaltenders had to play and two defensemen 
scored in regulation. 

“That game had everything in it,” said defenseman Chase Priskie, who 
made his NHL debut for his hometown team. 

The two teams combined for four goalie changes in the first 27:16 
because of injuries, performance and an “issue” for Capitals goaltender 
Ilya Samsonov, as Washington coach Peter Laviolette put it. They 
combined for seven goals in the first two periods and three needed some 
sort of deliberations from the referees because of potential goaltender-
interference calls. Barkov scored twice for Florida to tie the franchise 
record for goals and superstar left wing Alex Ovechkin scored once for 
the Capitals to move within one of Brett Hull for fourth on the NHL’s all-
time list. 

The Panthers, playing for the first time since their first loss of the season 
Saturday, had a 2-0 lead at the end of the first and a 4-1 lead late in the 
second, and let Washington battle back to tie the game at 4-4 with 13:04 
left in the third. 

For most of the first month of the season, Florida has been a juggernaut. 
The last week — including the overtime win Thursday — has been about 
surviving. 

“We’ve been a resilient group,” Brunette said. 

ANOTHER OVERTIME WIN 

The Panthers were thrown into the middle of the league’s biggest 
scandal in years last week when Joel Quenneville’s role in the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ mishandling of 2010 sexual assault allegations came to light 
and the coach decided to resign. Florida played the next day and won in 
overtime, then played again the day after and lost in a shootout. After 
they finally got a rest, the Panthers came out Thursday to face another 
Stanley Cup contender and delivered a masterful opening period. 

Barkov opened the game with a rebound goal in the first four minutes 
and star defenseman Aaron Ekblad followed with a slap-shot score with 
9:56 left in the first. On the other end, Sergei Bobrovsky stopped all 13 
shots he saw, including one of Ovechkin’s signature power-play one-
timers from the left faceoff circle. 

The goaltender, though, didn’t come out of the dressing room to start the 
second period. He never returned to the bench. An upper-body injury 
knocked him out of the game — he’s “day-to-day,” Brunette said — and 
left Spencer Knight to take over in net. The rookie goaltender gave up a 
goal on the first shot he faced — a breakaway for Capitals winger Daniel 
Sprong just 43 seconds into the second period — and he never could 
quite settle in, even as the Panthers gave him a 4-1 lead when Barkov 
scored again — the record-tying 188th of his Florida career — with 4:28 
left in the second. 

By the time there was 13:04 left in regulation, the lead was gone. Knight 
gave up three goals on 19 shots in the second period, and the Capitals 
had cut Florida’s lead to 4-3 by the start of the third on goals by Wilson 
and Ovechkin. Washington center Connor McMichael scored the first 
goal of his career early in the third when the Panthers lost track of a 
bouncing puck in front of the next and a three-goal comeback was 
complete in 8:45. 

The Capitals finished with a 42-33 edge in shots on goal. It was only the 
fourth time all year Florida was outshot and only the second time being 
outshot by more than four. 

The Panthers rose to the top of the league standings by playing better 
hockey than anyone else in the league. To stay there, they’ll have to win 
on days like Thursday, when they aren’t at their best. With a two-way 
superstar and one of the deepest rosters in the league, they have the 
right recipe. 

“It wasn’t pretty today, but managing to get the win against a really good 
team — you’ve got to be happy with that,” Barkov said. “At the end of the 
day, it’s all about winning games. You’re not going to have your best 
night every night, but we have played some really good hockey at the 
beginning of the season. Everything goes the way we want to because 
we’ve played so well, but then there’s going to be games like this. 

“We’ve got to handle it a little better than we did today, but we managed 
to handle it.” 
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Panthers blow 4-1 lead before escaping Ovechkin, Capitals on 
Luostarinen overtime tally 

 

By PAUL GEREFFI 

 

Eetu Luostarinen scored 1:55 into overtime to give the Florida Panthers a 
5-4 win over the Washington Capitals and the team’s 10-game start to a 
season. 

Luostarinen’s centering pass went off a Capitals players stick and into 
the net, moving the Panthers to 9-0-1 with 19 points. The team’s previous 
best 10-game start was in 1996-97, with a 7-0-3 record and 17 points. 

Florida’s Aleksander Barkov scored two goals, raising his career total to 
188, tied with Olli Jokinen for the most in franchise history. Aaron Ekblad 
had a goal and assist, and Brandon Montour also scored for Florida. 

The Panthers never gave up possession of the puck in overtime. 

“I think that’s the biggest thing you can do in overtime, just hold on to the 
puck and make them tired,” Barkov said. “It wasn’t pretty today, but 
managing to get the win against a really good team, you’re going to be 
happy with that, but then there’s a lot of things we can work on.” 

Spencer Knight stopped 25 shots after entering the game to start the 
second period. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped all 13 shots he faced before 
leaving after the first period with an upper-body injury. Bobrovsky is day-
to-day, according to interim coach Andrew Brunette. 

The Panthers have played three straight overtime games under Brunette, 
who took over when Joel Quenneville resigned amid a sex scandal. 

“Yeah, I mean, I’ll take the points,” he said. “I think I aged again tonight a 
little bit, but always take the win.” 

Alex Ovechkin scored his 10th goal of the season and had two assists. 
Connor McMichael, Tom Wilson and Daniel Sprong also scored for the 
Capitals. 

lya Samsonov stopped 15 of 18 shots before being replaced by Vitek 
Vanecek in the second period. Vanecek made 13 saves. 

“The guys played hard, they never stopped playing,” coach Peter 
Laviolette said. “We found ourselves in a game where I thought we could 
have had the lead at times. We got to overtime and never really got 
possession of the puck. It’s frustrating to not get the second point.” 

[Popular in Sports] Winderman’s view: The first sign of adversity, plus 
other thoughts on Heat Celtics » 

McMichael scored when he grabbed a loose puck in front and tied the 
score at 4-all with 13:04 left in the third period. 

“I didn’t see it up in the air. It dropped right in front of me. Luckily, no one 
else saw it,” McMichael said. 
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Trailing 4-1, the Caps scored two goals in the final 1:49 of the second 
period. Ovechkin’s goal, a wrist shot past Knight, made the score 4-2. 
Ovechkin has 740 career goals. 

“We have to take a point any way we can, but in the first period we didn’t 
play our game. After that we were pretty good,” Ovechkin said. 

Wilson redirected a shot by John Carlson into the net with 16.8 left to pull 
the Capitals within 4-3. 

Ahead 2-1, the Panthers stretched their lead to 3-1 on Montour’s goal, a 
shot from above the right circle that went into the top left corner of the net 
at 7:16 of the second. 

Barkov found a loose puck in the crease for a power-play goal that made 
the score 4-1 with 4:28 left in the second. 

Barkov put the Panthers ahead 1-0 when he backhanded in a rebound of 
his shot at 3:07 of the first. 

Ekblad stretched the lead to 2-0 on a slap shot from above the right circle 
at 11:04 of the first. 

Sprong’s goal came on a breakaway as beat Knight on the glove side 43 
seconds into the second to make the score 2-1. 

SHOWDOWN SET 

Florida plays host to Carolina on Saturday night, with the Hurricanes 
looking to tie the best start in NHL history at 10-0-0. The other teams who 
started a season with 10 consecutive victories were the 1993-94 Toronto 
Maple Leafs and the 2006-07 Buffalo Sabres. Florida started this season 
8-0-0. “Obviously, Florida is as good as they come. ... We know what 
we’re getting there. That’s going to be a tough one,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. 

PRISKIE’S DEBUT 

Florida’s Chase Priskie — a Washington draft pick — made his NHL 
debut for the Panthers, becoming the first South Florida native to play for 
the team. Priskie grew up in Pembroke Pines. His first time at a Panthers 
game was when he was just a few weeks old; that’s how big a fan of the 
team Priskie’s father, Jeff, was. Jeff Priskie died in 2013. “When I walk 
into this rink, all I can think about is my dad. I know he would be proud,” 
Chase Priskie said. 

NOTES 

The Panthers are selling chili-cheese hot dogs -- the King Dog -- as part 
of its endorsement deal with Miami Hurricanes quarterback D’Eriq King. 
He’s directing all proceeds go to the Hurricanes’ offensive line, as part of 
his name-image-likeness deal with the Panthers. ... It had been nearly 
two full years since Washington played at Florida, the last game between 
the teams before Thursday came on Nov. 7, 2019. ... The Capitals and 
Panthers play three times this season, all in November. Florida goes to 
Washington on Nov. 26 and Washington returns to Sunrise on Nov. 30. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Host Carolina on Saturday. 

Sun Sentinel LOADED: 11.05.2021 

1225027 Florida Panthers 

 

Hold On: Florida Panthers 5, Washington Capitals 4 (OT) 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers won their ninth game of the season Thursday night, 
getting a goal from Eetu Luostarinen in overtime to beat a plucky 

Washington Capitals team 5-4 which had rallied from a three-goal deficit 
to force OT. 

Sasha Barkov, the Panthers’ captain, scored twice (well, three times) in 
the win to tie Olli Jokinen for the franchise lead in goals scored with 188. 

Barkov, who has five goals in the past three games, could pass Jokinen 
on Saturday night when the Carolina Hurricanes come to town. 

Florida did see goalie Sergei Bobrovsky leave the game after making 13 
saves. The team said Bobrovsky had an upper-body injury and that he 
was questionable to return — meaning he probably could have if needed. 

Bobrovsky made a couple of saves but it did not appear that he hurt 
himself on any of them. 

In the first, the Panthers came out flying while the Capitals looked like a 
team which had spent a few days cruising the strip on Fort Lauderdale 
Beach. 

Florida got the scoring going just over three minutes into the game when 
Barkov got his first by following up a nice rebound off a shot from 
Anthony Duclair. Barkov went after the rebound like a shark to bait, 
hauling it in and then beating Ilya Samsonov with a slick backhand. 

The Capitals called foul, challenging the play saying Duclair got in 
Samsonov’s way — but the NHL saw it differently. 

“Video review confirmed that the actions of Washington’s John Carlson 
caused Florida’s Anthony Duclair to contact Ilya Samsonov prior to 
Aleksander Barkov’s goal,’’ the league’s explanation read. 

Florida kept its goal and went on the power play. 

Although the Panthers did not score there, they would tag on a second 
goal at 11:04 on a nice shot from Aaron Ekblad. Playing the point, a big 
rebound came his way above the right circle and he wound up and ripped 
a shot for a 2-0 lead. 

Knight got tested early in the second, Daniel Sprong broke loose on a 
stretch pass from Anthony Mantha, walked in on Knight and scored 43 
seconds in. 

Florida made it 3-1 on a goal from Brandon Montour at 7:16 of the 
second and appeared to make it 4-1 on a power play goal from Barkov. 

Officials on the ice said that Patric Hornqvist interfered with Samsonov 
and waved off the goal. Hornqvist could be seen yelling “I never touched 
him!” Video supported Hornqvist’s claim. 

Regardless, Barkov ended up getting his second of the night and Florida 
got its three-goal lead a few moments later when he went hunting for a 
loose puck near the crease with 4:28 before the break. 

The Panthers were rolling, the Capitals looked gassed and that should 
have been it. 

Or not. 

Washington answered with a pair of goals in the final two minutes — one 
from Alex Ovechkin and another from Tom Wilson — to head into the 
third just down a goal. 

Less than seven minutes into the third, the Capitals got the tying goal on 
a strange turn of events. 

Ovechkin fought for the puck along the back boards and threw it forward; 
the puck landed right in front of the net — and basically on Connor 
McMichael’s stick — and he swept it past Knight for his first NHL goal. 

GR’S THREE STARS OF THE NIGHT 

1. Sasha Barkov, Florida 

2. Alex Ovechkin, Washington 

3. Eetu Luostarinen, Florida 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 5, 2021 

 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Saturday, 6 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 
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Randy Moller in Covid protocol, to miss Panthers broadcasts 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Florida Panthers television analyst Randy Moller is in 
Covid-19 protocol and will be away from the team’s broadcasts on Bally 
Sports Florida for at least the next week. 

Moller is at home resting. 

Former Panthers’ team captain Ed Jovanovski will join Steve Goldstein in 
the booth for Florida’s next two home games against the Capitals and 
Hurricanes. 

Jeff Chychrun will travel with the team next week and is expected to be in 
the booth for telecasts against the New York Rangers, Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Florida’s game against the host New Jersey Devils on Tuesday will be an 
ESPN+/Hulu exclusive. 

Both Chychrun and Jovanovski are part of the team’s pre- and postgame 
shows when the Panthers play at home. 

Moller is fully vaccinated as per NHL rules for team personnel and was 
with the team on its previous roadtrip to Detroit and Boston. 

The Panthers hope Moller is able to return to the booth for Florida’s 
game against the visiting New York Islanders on Nov. 16. 

Moller could also meet the team in Tampa for its game Nov. 14. 

The NHL has experienced a number of players and coaches who have 
had to go through Covid protocols lately including Pittsburgh star Sidney 
Crosby. 

Crosby tested positive this week and will be out at least 10 days — and 
will miss the game against the Panthers. 

Thursday, the Penguins announced coach Mike Sullivan will not be 
available for their game against the Philadelphia Flyers due to Covid. 

Last week, San Jose and former Panthers coach Bob Boughner as well 
as seven Sharks players were placed in the league’s Covid protocol just 
before they played Winnipeg. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Washington leads 66-42-11, 9 ties 

Odds via Bovada.lv: Florida (PL -1.5 +160) — (ML -150) — U/O 6 

Up next: Carolina at Florida, Saturday, 6; Philadelphia at Washington, 
Saturday, Thursday, 7 
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Panthers Pregame: How do you defend Ovechkin and the Capitals? 

 

By Colby Guy  

 

There’s been a question around the hockey world for years: How do you 
stop the Washington Capitals power play and, more specifically, Alex 
Ovechkin? 

Well, good luck. 

“He’s an unbelievable player,” said Florida Panthers interim coach 
Andrew Brunette, whose team plays host to Ovi and the Capitals on 
Thursday night. 

“He’s just always great. The great ones, they just find a way to keep 
going. I watch football every Sunday and you see Tom Brady and Alex is 
kind of carrying that over.” 

Ovechkin has been active in the league since 2005 and he’s been killing 
teams the same way for all of these years — on the power play. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

“It’s amazing what he’s done on the power play,” Brunette said. 
“Everybody in the league, everyone on TV, every fan knows what 
happens when he gets it. He shoots it. Nothing surprises me with him 
anymore.” 

For the past 16 years, Ovechkin has been setting up from his office: the 
left face-off circle. 

From there, he has been burning goaltenders with his blistering shot over 
the years, benefitting from playing with some of the league’s top 
playmakers as well. 

But don’t get it twisted, Ovechkin has always been the main threat on the 
power play. 

“It’s unbelievable really. I think if you look at all the different sports, I don’t 
think you can find a guy who can sit there and do it for so long,” Brunette 
said. “And you still can’t stop him. He has benefitted from some great 
passers too, but he is a unique and remarkable talent.” 

With Nicklas Backstrom, Ovechkin’s primary playmaking partner of the 
past 14 seasons, out with injury, the Capitals’ top power play has a bit of 
a different look to it. 

Starting from the left point off of the face-off with longtime Caps 
defensive powerplay stalwart John Carlson to his right, Ovechkin has 
Tom Wilson, Evgeny Kuznetsov, and Conor Sheary up front. 

FHN: Chase Priskie, who grew up in Pembroke Pines, makes NHL debut 
with hometown Panthers on Thursday 
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While it hasn’t been as good as it has been in the past, Washington’s 
powerplay is scoring at a 20 percent clip which is tied with Florida for 
16th in the league. 

The Panthers’ eighth-ranked penalty kill of 86.1 percent gets the task of 
lining up against the Capitals and Ovechkin’s 271 career powerplay goals 
– which is just three off from passing Dave Andreychuk for the most in 
NHL history. 

With two of them coming this year, one thing has been most apparent 
when watching this team play on the powerplay: keep an eye on the left 
side. 

When you’re playing Washington, there are two things you simply cannot 
do on the penalty kill and that is turn your back on Ovechkin and leave 
any passing lanes going to that left side of the ice open. 

With a defensive-minded team like Florida, the task seems pretty easy on 
paper. 

You have your top man guarding that left face-off circle, where Ovechkin 
usually hangs out up top, you have your left defenseman carefully 
watching if Ovechkin moves up to the front of the net while also keying in 
on Wilson taking residence up front, and then your two men on the right 
locked into their assignments while being aware of the passing lanes. 

If just one man loosens up on his assignment and the puck flurries its 
way over to Ovechkin, that’s where it gets dangerous. 

He can shoot from just about anywhere on the ice, so if you give him a 
fraction of a second and just enough room, he’ll strike. 

That’s how he’s gotten 731 goals over the course of his career and is the 
first player since Wayne Gretzky himself broke the record to even be 
taken seriously as a candidate to finish his career with the most goals in 
NHL history. 

The object of the Panthers’ game tonight is simple: keep the puck away 
from that left side of the ice. 

Keeping it to the perimeter and blocking shots is always nice, but when a 
player of Ovechkin’s caliber is on the ice, you have to key in on him to 
stop him. 

If you give him enough room from that perimeter spot to fire off his deadly 
wrister or for him to catch you sleeping and get in alone in front of the 
net, he’ll make you pay for it. 

In the midst of an NHL record chase, Ovechkin heads to South Florida to 
face the Panthers, a team which tried multiple times to draft him in 2003 
despite him not being draft-eligible, in an attempt to add to it. 

It’s up to them to keep the puck out of his hands. 

Or at least try to. 

Again, good luck. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Washington leads 66-42-11, 9 ties 

Odds via Bovada.lv: Florida (PL -1.5 +160) — (ML -150) — U/O 6 

Up next: Carolina at Florida, Saturday, 6; Philadelphia at Washington, 
Saturday, Thursday, 7 
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GameDay No. 10: Lineups, betting odds for Capitals at Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers have had a few days off to prepare for 
Thursday night’s game against the visiting Washington Capitals — and it 
looks like they have needed it. 

The Panthers were so depleted at Monday’s practice in Coral Springs 
that it didn’t matter what the lines looked like. 

On Wednesday, there was a little more clarity. 

Florida was without Sam Bennett, Radko Gudas and Markus Nutivaara. 

According to interim coach Andrew Brunette, those three have not been 
ruled out for Thursday’s game but they are not expected to play. 

With Bennett out, Sam Reinhart moved up to center the second line as 
Anton Lundell was back and took his place centering the third. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

That meant Eetu Luostarinen, who has done such a good job up-and-
down the lineup, will take over the fourth line. 

On Tuesday, Florida recalled Maxim Mamin and Chase Priskie from AHL 
Charlotte — and it looks like both players could be in Thursday. 

Mamin was working on the third line in place of Reinhart and Priskie was 
with Kevin Connauton on the third defensive pairing. 

Priskie, the hockey pride of Pembroke Pines, will play on Thursday and 
ecome the first South Florida player to suit up for his hometown 
Panthers. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, 6-0 this season, will start in net. 

Washington has also had a few days off and the Caps have spent that 
time enjoying all that Fort Lauderdale Beach has to offer. 

The Capitals started their season 5-0-3 but sustained their first regulation 
loss Monday night in Tampa. 

Florida, of course, started its season 8-0 and suffered its first loss 3-2 in 
a shootout at Boston on Saturday night. 

Chase Priskie first to make NHL debut with hometown Florida Panthers 

Jonathan Huberdeau (0-1, 1) skated in his 600th NHL game and with an 
assist, extended his point streak to six games (3-6, 9). 

Sasha Barkov recorded a goal for the second consecutive game and 
extended his point streak to four games (3-2, 5). 

Anthony Duclair also has a four-game point streak going with three goals 
and four points in those games. 

NEWS, NOTES & QUOTES 

Florida has started its season with a nine-game point streak which ranks 
as the team’s second longest such streak in its history. 

The 1996-97 Panthers started their season with a 12-game point streak 
(8-0, 4 ties) from Oct. 5-30. That is tied for the seventh-longest point 
streak to start a season in NHL history. 
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The Panthers’ current streak is tied for their third-longest point streak at 
any point in a season. 

— The Panthers are not only 5-0 in Sunrise this season, but have won 
their past nine regular season games at home. 

In their five games at FLA Live Arena this season, Florida has not scored 
fewer than four goals in a game and it has outscored opponents 23-10. 

Florida’s 23 goals at home led the league in October. 

— This is the first meeting between Florida and Washington since the 
2019-20 season. 

Although the Capitals have traditionally fared well against the Panthers, 
since 2015-16, Florida is 8-4-2 record against Washington. 

— “He’s an unbelievable player. I mean, he’s just always great. The great 
ones, they just find a way to keep going. I watch football every Sunday 
and you see Tom Brady and Alex is kind of carrying that over. It’s 
amazing what he’s done on the power play. Everybody in the league, 
everyone on TV, every fan knows what happens when he gets it. He 
shoots it. Nothing surprises me with him anymore.” — Florida coach 
Andrew Brunette on 36-year-old Alex Ovechkin, who has nine goals and 
15 points in nine games this season. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Washington leads 66-42-11, 9 ties 

Odds via Bovada.lv: Florida (PL -1.5 +170) — (ML -145) — U/O 6 

Up next: Carolina at Florida, Saturday, 6; Philadelphia at Washington, 
Saturday, Thursday, 7 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINEUP 

23 Carter Verhaeghe // 16 Sasha Barkov // 10 Anthony Duclair 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau // 13 Sam Reinhart // 74 Owen Tippett 

17 Mason Marchment // 15 Anton Lundell // 98 Maxim Mamin 

77 Frank Vatrano // 27 Eetu Luostarinen // 70 Patric Hornqvist 

52 MacKenzie Weegar // 5 Aaron Ekblad 

42 Gus Forsling // 62 Brandon Montour 

44 Kevin Connauton  // 22 Chase Priskie 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

30 Spencer Knight 

Scratched: Ryan Lomberg 

Injured: Noel Acciari (IR), Olli Juolevi (IR), Joe Thornton (IR), Markus 
Nutivaara (IR), Sam Bennett, Radko Gudas 

PROJECTED WASHINGTON CAPITALS LINEUP 

8 Alex Ovechkin // 92 Evgeny Kuznetsov // 43 Tom Wilson 

39 Anthony Mantha // 24 Connor McMichael // 10 Daniel Sprong 

62 Carl Hagelin // 20 Lars Eller // 21 Garnet Hathaway 

49 Brett Leason // 26 Nic Dowd // 72 Conor Sheary 

42 martin Fehervary // 72 John Carlson 

9 Dmitri Orlov // 3 Nick Jensen 

57 Trevor van Riemsdyk // 2 Justin Schultz 

30 Ilya Samsonov 

41 Vitek Vanecek 
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FLORIDA PANTHERSChase Priskie first to make NHL debut with 
hometown Florida Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Chase Priskie literally grew up with the Florida Panthers. 

We all know the story by now. 

Thursday night, the South Florida native will make his NHL debut when 
the Panthers play host to the Washington Capitals. 

Priskie, 25, becomes the first homegrown South Florida player to suit up 
for the Panthers in franchise history. 

The Panthers broke the news by running a graphic on their electronic 
marquees outside the arena on Wednesday night. 

Priskie saw the sign when he drove into the arena Thursday morning and 
did a double-take. 

“I stopped for a second,” he said. “I didn’t think it was real.” 

It was. 

Sign into your FloridaHockeyNow account for an ad-free reading 
experience. Need a subscription? Sign up today! 

The Charlotte-Fort Lauderdale shuttle Priskie has been running on the 
past few weeks finally gets its payoff. 

Priskie, who grew up a Panthers fan in Pembroke Pines, has been called 
up from AHL Charlotte three different times this season. 

The first time was when he was recalled for the opener along with Matt 
Kiersted after Markus Nutivaara went on the injured list. 

Kiersted played and Priskie was sent back to AHL Charlotte. 

When Florida put Olli Juolevi on the IR, Priskie came back. 

Although Priskie was returned to Charlotte following Florida’s game in 
Boston on Saturday night, he flew home to Florida — along with Maxim 
Mamin — on Tuesday. 

With Radko Gudas out of the lineup Thursday, Priskie will play. 

“I’m mostly just speechless,” Priskie said Thursday morning. “You dream 
about this day forever. You put in a lot of hard work and with some luck 
you’re able to achieve it. I’m going to just try and be in the moment and 
play.” 

Thursday, his much-anticipated NHL debut will come on home ice — and 
it will come at the arena he was raised on hockey in. 

“I think that arena is one of the most underrated places in hockey,” 
Priskie said of FLA Live Arena in 2020.   
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“We may not sell out every game like in Montreal or something, but the 
Panthers have helped grow this game exponentially since they came 
here in 1993. 

“It has impacted so many people’s lives. Just look at my life. It is hard to 
express. This team is so valuable to our community. People who aren’t 
from here may not understand that. A lot of kids grew up trying to 
emulate those Panthers players over the years.” 

Chase Priskie shows off his early love of hockey — and the Florida 
Panthers. // Courtesy Chase Priskie 

Priskie grew up in Pembroke Pines and started skating at Pines Ice 
Arena. 

He played for numerous South Florida youth teams including the Jr. 
Panthers, Golden Wolves, Jr. Everblades and others. 

Priskie played a year of prep hockey in Broward as he was a freshman at 
North Broward Prep under Peter Worrell. Priskie moved north as a 
sophomore and earned a scholarship to Quinnipiac where he was 
captain for two seasons. 

Raised on Florida hockey, Chase Priskie giving back to his community  

A few months after signing as a free agent with Carolina, Priskie came 
home as he was part of the Vincent Trocheck trade with the Hurricanes. 

Priskie ended his 2019-20 season with Florida’s AHL team in Springfield 
before joining the Panthers’ practice group in the postseason bubble. 

It’s crazy how some things come full circle in life. Extremely excited to 
join the @FlaPanthers and return to my hometown. Talk about following 
your dreams… pic.twitter.com/5IsRp7cozT 

— Chase Priskie (@priskie4) February 24, 2020 

Last year, he split his time between Syracuse and the Florida taxi squad 
but did not dress for a game. 

This preseason, Priskie got to skate at the Sunrise arena wearing the 
Panthers sweater for the first time. 

From the Files of The Athletic: Chase Priskie was born to be a Florida 
Panther 

“I am excited any time I get to dress in the NHL,’’ he said before playing 
against the Nashville Predators.  “To have it be at home, yeah, that’s 
pretty special. 

“I’m just ready to play some hockey. I think it’ll be pretty emotional even 
though it doesn’t count as a regular season game. But, at the end of the 
day, it’s just hockey and I’m going to try and have some fun. There’s not 
much to it.” 

Worrell, who attends a lot of Panthers games, is expected to be at the 
arena on Thursday night. 

Don’t be surprised if he joins Priskie’s family and friends in what will be 
the loudest luxury suite in the arena. 

“When he does make his NHL debut,” Worrell said in 2020, “it’s going to 
be a lot easier for me to be in the building.” 

Priskie will also make his NHL debut against the team that drafted him. 
Although he was taken in the sixth round by the Capitals in 2016, after 
returning to Quinnipiac for his senior season, he opted to sign with 
Carolina as a free agent in 2019. 

That doesn’t mean he wasn’t thankful to the Capitals for a fantastic 
memory. 

“It was a crazy day,” Priskie said of the day he was drafted. “I had 
interviewed with a few teams, but I was a double-overager and had 
already been passed up when I was 18 and 19, so my hopes weren’t too 
high. We had the NHL Network on at the house and the draft was on. I 

walked downstairs and my name flashed on the screen and the house 
just erupted. Then Washington called and my phone was blowing up. 

“It’s something you work for your whole life. That recognization, it was 
one of the happiest days in my life. I had not made it, but for a kid 
growing up in South Florida who dreamed of playing in the NHL, I felt I 
was one step closer. It was like something out of a movie.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

WHEN: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

WHERE: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: Bally Sports Florida 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Did not play 
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Lightning’s Alex Killorn, Anthony Cirelli an inseparable pair that has made 
line shuffling pay off 

Tampa Bay center Brayden Point loves the tempo and discipline that his 
new linemates bring. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning have won three straight games, and it’s no 
coincidence that their streak began right after coach Jon Cooper shuffled 
his top two lines. 

The moves have rejuvenated the offense, which has scored 13 goals 
over its past three games. Seven have come from the new top line of 
Alex Killorn, Brayden Point and Anthony Cirelli. 

Killorn, playing in his 10th NHL season at age 32, has been a mentor to 
the 24-year-old Cirelli, who made his Lightning debut in 2017-18. Their 
blue-collar games closely resemble each other’s. They hustle up and 
down the ice, establish the forecheck and win puck battles. 

They have been a good fit with Point, who can utilize his skill and speed 
knowing he has two of the team’s most responsible wings who can raise 
the tempo of play with their 200-foot games. 

“With those two guys, they play the game the right way, and they work 
their tails off, and they’re always in good spots, and they’re always 
responsible defensively,” Point said after the Lightning’s 3-2 win over the 
Capitals on Monday night. “So they’re really fun to play with. I think the 
biggest thing is that they just work. So you’ve got to be working on that 
line. They’ve been getting rewarded for their work early in the season 
here.” 

It’s the predictability in Killorn’s and Cirelli’s games that Cooper 
appreciates most. 

“That doesn’t mean you’re playing a lesser game,” he said. “When you 
play predictable, it’s easier for everybody. And I think that’s the point 
(Point) is getting across. Predictable is good. We want our guys doing 
that. And then you throw in the skill and the work ethic — and (Killorn and 
Cirelli are) puck hounds, so they come up with a lot of retrievals — it 
really helps (Point) out.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 5, 2021 

 

Tampa Bay Lightning center Brayden Point (21), left, celebrates with 
defenseman Erik Cernak (81) and center Anthony Cirelli (71) after 
beating Washington Capitals goaltender Vitek Vanecek (41) during third 
period action at Amalie Arena on Monday, Nov. 1, 2021 in Tampa. [ 
DIRK SHADD | Times ] 

But Killorn and Cirelli are different players. Killorn is the consummate 
power forward. Cirelli is a natural two-way center. They have been 
partners on the penalty kill and typically share the ice in 4-on-4 situations. 

When asked what makes the two mesh so well, Killorn said, “It’s tough to 
say.” 

“Just when you play with a guy that much, there’s just a chemistry that 
comes about, and typically when you’re playing with a guy that much, 
things are going somewhat well, so it’s been good,” he said. 

  𝘼𝙡𝙚𝙭 𝙆𝙞𝙡𝙡𝙤𝙧𝙣 𝙤𝙛𝙛 𝘼𝙣𝙩𝙝𝙤𝙣𝙮 𝘾𝙞𝙧𝙚𝙡𝙡𝙞   

Alex Killorn scores his 7th goal of the season to tie the @TBLightning vs. 
Washington at 1 a piece! #GoBolts pic.twitter.com/by301DarDr 

— Bally Sports Sun: Lightning (@BallyLightning) November 2, 2021 

Point has points in each of his last three games, including the winning 
goal against Washington. Killorn has scored four of his team-high seven 
goals during that stretch, and Cirelli has a goal and two assists. 

The Lightning’s first goal against the Capitals was a good example of the 
way Killorn and Cirelli work together. 

Taking an offensive-zone faceoff in the left circle, Cirelli didn’t win 
possession initially, but his second effort got him the puck inside the 
circle. Cirelli and Killorn drove to the net, and Cirelli slid a pass across 
the crease that brought Capitals goalie Vitek Vanecek out for a failed 
poke check, leaving an opening for Killorn inside the far post. 

Cirelli scored the go-ahead goal later in the period on a power play. Point 
scored the eventual winner in the third. 

“(Killorn and Cirelli) both work extremely hard,” said captain Steven 
Stamkos. “They seem to be doing great with (Point). … I think we’ve got 
some good balance on our lines right now, and it’s been working.” 
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Lightning’s return to Toronto brings back fond bubble memories 

This will be Tampa Bay’s first trip back to the city where it started the first 
of its back-to-back Stanley Cup runs in the 2020 playoff bubble. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — The Lightning’s trip to play the Maple Leafs on Thursday night 
is the first time they’ve been in Toronto since competing in the 2020 
playoff bubble. 

During their 41 days in that bubble, they were confined to Hotel X, the 
secured fields and restaurants next to it, and Scotiabank Arena. 

The Lightning have talked frequently about how they formed a bond while 
playing in the bubble. Isolated from family and friends, all they had were 
each other. 

They beat the Blue Jackets and Bruins in series in that bubble before 
relocating to Edmonton for the final two rounds of the playoffs, which 
ended with the first of Tampa Bay’s back-to-back Stanley Cup 
championships. 

“We’re not (staying) in Hotel X,” coach Jon Cooper said of this trip, “but 
we’ll have to stop by because there are a lot of fond memories of Toronto 
and Hotel X.” 

They’ll also have a better knowledge of Scotiabank Arena, where they 
played 13 games in the bubble — winning 10 — out of different locker 
rooms. 

“The Columbus games … we were in the Leafs’ room for that,” Cooper 
said. “That one I remember vividly. But it was that room, it was the 
visitors’ room, it was the Raptors’ room (they also were put into), and 
then they had like an auxiliary room in the back where we went to. 

“So there was no bias. Even the Leafs … didn’t get their own room the 
whole time. … So it was a different type of setup. So it will most definitely 
be different walking around that arena now, especially with fans back in 
the building.” 

Hedman, Cernak expected to play Thursday 

The absences of defensemen Victor Hedman and Erik Cernak from 
Tuesday’s practice raised concern about whether they had any lasting 
effects from hits they took from Capitals forward Tom Wilson during 
Monday’s 3-2 win. The Lightning said both players missed the session for 
body maintenance. Cooper sounded optimistic they would play Thursday. 

Wilson’s hits on Hedman and Cernak went uncalled. 

Wilson stole the puck from Hedman in the neutral zone, then ran his right 
elbow into Hedman’s face to create a breakaway opportunity. 

Nice ignored elbow from Wilson to the head of Hedman here. 
pic.twitter.com/cwdtqtxmId 

— Bolts Jolts (@BoltsJolts) November 1, 2021 

Following the final faceoff of the game, Wilson chopped the shaft of his 
stick down across Cernak’s arm. 

As a ref, how do you not know Wilson is going to do exactly that at the 
buzzer. Wilson gets the hat trick of trash plays tonight. 
pic.twitter.com/pUEBJYrptF 

— Bolts Jolts (@BoltsJolts) November 2, 2021 

Quote of the day 

“He doesn’t pay any rent, but you know what, he is a pretty good 
roommate. I wanted to make fun of him and stuff. I want to give him a 
hard time, but he’s really good. He’s very quiet. He has the whole top 
floor of the house. If he has to take care of dinner or whatever, he’s pretty 
good about it.” 

— Forward Alex Killorn, on defenseman Andrej Sustr, who is living with 
Killorn this season. Killorn and Sustr came up together through the 
Lightning system, and Sustr returned to the team in the offseason after 
playing two seasons abroad. 
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Lightning’s Corey Perry displays leadership qualities despite empty 
scoresheet 

The veteran forward doesn’t have a goal or assist through nine games, 
but his new teammates have come to respect him in a short time. 

 

By Mari Faiello 

 

TAMPA — It wasn’t the puck Corey Perry was seeking. 
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Immediately following a first-period faceoff Oct. 26 against the Penguins, 
the Lightning forward looked back over his left shoulder as the disc 
traveled north toward the blue line. Perry was after something — or 
rather, someone — else. 

He sidestepped Brian Boyle and headed straight for Sam Lafferty, 
shoving the Pittsburgh forward in the chest before dropping his gloves 
and grabbing the player’s head. Perry repeatedly pounded Lafferty in the 
ribs until referees separated the two. 

Three minutes earlier, Lafferty had slammed Lightning defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh into the boards behind the Tampa Bay net. No penalty was 
called, so McDonagh took matters into his own hands. Still, Perry wanted 
to make sure Lafferty got the message loud and clear. 

It’s moments like this that have endeared Perry to his new teammates 
after he joined the Lightning in free agency this offseason. 

Even though he is without a goal or assist through nine games for the 
first time in his 17-season career — Perry’s words and actions carry 
weight. It’s why he’s worn an “A” on his jersey the past three games as 
an alternate captain. 

“He’s not afraid to square up and stick up for his teammates,” linemate 
Ross Colton said. “That goes a long way coming from a guy like him 
who’s been in the league for so long, and then you just see the way he 
carries himself on and off the ice. He does the little things right, and I 
think that’s why he’s had so much success in this league for such a long 
time.” 

In recent seasons, the Lightning have rotated alternate captaincy 
between defensemen Victor Hedman and McDonagh and left wing Alex 
Killorn. Every once in a while, someone else — like left wing Ondrej Palat 
— has worn the letter. But Perry earning the honor in such a short time is 
unusual. 

“He’s in the gym warming up before every practice, every game, (and) 
takes really good care of himself,” McDonagh said. “... You just see the 
way he practices, hard-nosed all the time, full effort, so that kind of 
energy and his experience just rubs off on our group really well.” 

The Lightning have no shortage of veterans. With more than 15 players 
on their roster at least 27 years old, Tampa Bay is the fifth-oldest team in 
the league, according to eliteprospects.com. But in less than two months, 
Perry already has found his voice in the room. 

“I’m a quiet guy away from the rink, but once I’m at the rink, I want to 
win,” Perry said. “If something needs to be said, I’ll say it. I have no 
problem doing it. That’s kind of the way I’ve always been.” 

Perry’s experience speaks for itself, too. During his 17-season career, 
he’s won the Stanley Cup (2007 in Anaheim), Hart Memorial (MVP) 
Trophy (2010-11) and Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy (2010-11) as the 
league’s top goal-scorer. 

“He garners a lot of respect in our team,” coach Jon Cooper said. “He’s 
earned it. He’s earned it in this league, and he’s already earned it in this 
room.” 

Perry was an alternate captain during five of his 14 seasons in Anaheim. 
He also wore an “A” during his one year in Montreal (2020-21). No matter 
the frequency, it’s always meaningful. 

“Any time you can wear a letter and be recognized that way,” Perry said, 
“it’s special.” 
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‘Who is Jon Cooper?’ — The matchmaker who set up Lightning with their 
Cup-winning coach 

 

By Joe Smith Nov 4, 2021  

  

The conference room at the Newport Sports Management office, just 
outside Toronto, had pretty much emptied on this July afternoon in 2010, 
but then-Lightning assistant GM Julien BriseBois and GM Steve Yzerman 
stuck around. 

Little did they know how much the next few minutes would change the 
course of their franchise. 

There were photos on the wall of Newport’s top hockey clients, which 
look like a “Who’s Who” of the NHL (Brad Marchand, P.K. Subban, 
Steven Stamkos and Alex Pietrangelo are currently repped there). There 
was a big-screen TV. Some leftover wrappers remained from lunch the 
group of agents and execs had ordered. 

Yzerman and BriseBois were in town catching up with a handful of 
agents, like Don Meehan and Pat Morris, as free agency loomed. 
Yzerman had just been hired by new Lightning owner Jeff Vinik, and the 
Hall of Famer brought BriseBois in as his right-hand man. They had a ton 
of work to do with the NHL club, but they also had to rebuild the AHL 
program pretty much from scratch. 

So the two stayed in the room and sat at the table with agent Wade 
Arnott, looking for recommendations for an AHL coach. 

“What are you looking for?” Arnott asked. 

“I’d really like someone that is young and up and going, someone we 
could indoctrinate into our culture in Tampa,” Yzerman said. “Someone 
that doesn’t have any preconceived notion of pro hockey yet.” 

Arnott interrupted: “Listen, you might laugh at this. He’s coaching junior 
hockey, he’s won at multiple levels all the way up. A great young guy 
who you’d enjoy meeting. 

“His name is Jon Cooper.” 

BriseBois remembers asking: “Who is Jon Cooper?” 

Cooper, of course, now is the longest-tenured coach in the NHL, a two-
time Stanley Cup champion, still doing work on what could potentially be 
a Hockey Hall of Fame resume. But back then, Cooper was the coach of 
the Green Bay Gamblers of the United States Hockey League, a former 
lawyer who was only a few years removed from his first coaching job at a 
high school in Lansing, Mich. The Lightning were looking for a coach like 
Cooper a dozen years ago; they just didn’t know he existed. 

Until Arnott became the ultimate matchmaker. 

Had he not, you wonder where Cooper — and the Lightning — would be 
right now. Cooper was hired to be AHL Norfolk coach a month after the 
meeting at Newport, and the rest, well, is history. 

“I don’t know where I’d be,” Cooper said. “That’s the crazy thing about life 
— you never know what direction it’ll take you. 

“But it all worked out.” 

Arnott got into the agent business kind of in the same way that Cooper 
entered coaching. 

“The word might be ‘accidentally,'” Arnott said. 

While Cooper was serendipitously invited to coach a Lansing high school 
team by a local judge, Arnott got connected to the game partly through 
his younger brother, Jason, a long-time NHLer. Like Cooper, Wade 
Arnott never played at the pro level, just as a second-level junior. But 
Arnott helped his brother on the business side initially as he transitioned 
out of juniors and into the pro game. 

Arnott began his career at Newport, learning from the likes of Meehan 
and Morris. They saw that Arnott had a passion for the game, was 
educated and could help. 
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“That year turned into 26,” Arnott quipped. 

Arnott quickly realized the several layers of the business, from identifying 
top young players in their teenage years to dealing with 10-year-
veterans. You’re handling contracts but also assisting in clients’ personal 
business. Through watching young players in Michigan’s college and 
junior programs, Arnott got to know some of the promising coaches in the 
area, like Jeff Blashill, Derek Lalonde and Cooper. 

Arnott and Cooper were introduced through a mutual friend. Cooper, who 
was still finishing his law degree in Lansing, was interested in becoming 
an agent. That was his first thought before coaching. So Cooper wanted 
to pick Arnott’s brain. They met for beers somewhere in Lansing — could 
have been Paul Revere’s, could have been somewhere else — and they 
hit it off. 

“He was looking at our industry,” Arnott said. “I don’t think he was sure 
about being in hockey, to be honest. He was big in lacrosse (at Hofstra). 
He was looking at doing just straight law. But he seemed to be more on 
the coaching track. 

“I think he chose wisely.” 

At the time Arnott was meeting with BriseBois and Yzerman, Cooper had 
just come off a title with the Green Bay Gamblers. 

Cooper took an unlikely path to the coaching ranks, from that first stint at 
the Lansing high school, through the junior and Honeybaked programs 
and Michigan before stints with the Texarkana and St. Louis Bandits in 
the North American Hockey League. He was developing a reputation as 
a winner, taking a Robertson Cup (NAHL) in St. Louis and a Clark Cup 
(USHL) in Green Bay. Right before Cooper won in Green Bay, his wife, 
Jessie, gave birth to their son, Jonny, who is now 11. 

WHEN 32-YEAR OLD LAWYER JON COOPER INTRODUCED 
HIMSELF TO @LANSINGCATHOLIC HOCKEY TEAM IN FALL OF 
1999, THE KIDS “DIDN’T KNOW WHAT WE WERE IN FOR.” OUR 
BEHIND THE SCENES STORY OF THAT SEASON – COOPER’S 
FIRST AS COACH – AND HOW IT SPARKED STANLEY CUP PATH. 
HTTPS://T.CO/JQD3NP2QVM PIC.TWITTER.COM/5LHQIVSPIC 

— JOE SMITH (@JOESMITHTB) MARCH 10, 2021 

Cooper, coincidentally, had gotten the Green Bay job thanks to word of 
mouth. 

He wasn’t the safe choice back in 2008. 

The Gamblers were struggling, needing a rebuild after winning just 13 
games the year before. They needed a charismatic coach who could 
connect with the fan base. Gamblers president Brendan Bruss recalled 
getting an email out of the blue from Scott Brand, then head of referees 
in the NAHL. 

“You’ve got to take a look at this guy,” Brand wrote. 

While many coaching candidates brought binders with coaching plans 
and strategies, Cooper didn’t come with any notes for his interview with 
Bruss. He just talked, with Bruss remembering Cooper having that “it” 
factor. 

“The confidence was magnetic,” Bruss said. “Our team needed swagger. 
Jon exudes swagger.” 

The Gamblers won 39 games in Cooper’s first season, the largest-one 
year point jump in league history. But they lost in the second round of the 
playoffs. In year two, Green Bay struggled early. After a blowout loss to 
Omaha, Cooper told the team to go to a local high school football field 
that night. The players arrived, expecting to get a punishment-style 
practice. But no coaches were there, just a note Cooper left hanging from 
a pylon at midfield. 

“This is what it’s like when we show up and you don’t,” Cooper wrote. 
“See you at 2:30 for practice.” 

The Gamblers won 15 in a row after that, and then the Robertson Cup. 
Cooper was becoming a brand in Green Bay, the face of one of the most 
creative ticket promotional videos in recent memory. It used a playful 
spin-off of the Dos Equis beer commercials, in which actor Jonathan 
Goldsmith played “the most interesting man in the world.” In the 
Gamblers videos, Cooper played the role of Goldsmith, sporting a black 
sport coat and white shirt. He was at a table surrounded by women. 

“Losing?” Cooper said, “That’s for the other guy.” 

There are three of the videos online — on coaching, fighting and winning 
— and a fourth on officials that’s not. (“It’s like, ‘The only whistles I want 
to hear are from the ladies,'” Cooper once recalled.) 

Cooper didn’t write the scripts. “He directed them,” Bruss said. 

Arnott had watched some of the games Cooper had coached in Green 
Bay. He had clients on some of Cooper’s teams. He knew the rising 
coach’s personality, his belief in “culture over strategy.” 

So when BriseBois and Yzerman asked for coaching recommendations, 
Cooper was the first person to come to Arnott’s mind. It’s not uncommon 
for agents and execs to have these types of conversations about up-and-
coming coaches, especially considering the exposure they get to them 
through their clients. 

But at that point, BriseBois and Yzerman were thinking about coaches in 
the AHL or the top junior leagues. Arnott said he had to tell them twice 
where Cooper was coaching, what league it was in. 

“From my end, it was probably an unorthodox recommendation,” Arnott 
said. “But when they described what they were looking for, that’s why his 
name came up. 

“They didn’t know him at all. I don’t think they knew the name, to be 
honest with you.” 

BriseBois did take Cooper’s number and reach out. It wasn’t long before 
they were having an interview together in Tampa. Cooper laughs telling 
the story of how he was starstruck waiting outside Yzerman’s office at 
Amalie Arena. When Yzerman came out and introduced himself with, “Hi, 
I’m Steve Yzerman,” Cooper thought to himself, “No shit.” 

“He was more excited just to spend a half-day with Steve Yzerman and 
meet him than anything else,” Arnott said. “I don’t know if the word is 
‘giddy,’ but a small-town kid from Western Canada, whether he got the 
job or not, he got to spend time with Steve Yzerman.” 

At the end of the 2 1/2 hour interview, BriseBois finished it with one last 
question: 

“Are you really the most interesting man in hockey?” 

Cooper laughed, replying. “Yeah — that stuff doesn’t go away.” 

Cooper got the Norfolk job in 2010 and won the Calder Cup in his second 
season. Less than a year later, in March 2013, Cooper took over for fired 
Lightning coach Guy Boucher. 

Arnott, who represents Zach Parise, Phil Kessel, Brad Marchand and 
others, said he’s kept in touch with Cooper over the years, either via 
phone call or text. While BriseBois has typically kept Arnott’s name out of 
the infamous first recommendation, Cooper gave the agent props on a 
post-Stanley Cup episode of the “Spittin Chiclets” podcast. Arnott’s sons 
heard it and got a kick out of it. 

“I’d say this, Jon would have been successful at whatever line of work he 
pursued without my recommendation,” Arnott said. “He deserves all the 
credit in the world for taking advantage.” 

But shouldn’t Arnott get credit for helping hook Cooper up with an 
eventual dream job? 

“Coop does owe me a nice steak dinner and nice red wine in Tampa,” 
Arnott said. “To this day, I haven’t held him to it.” 
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How about Bern’s? Arnott does have an affinity for red wine. “He can 
afford it now,” Arnott quipped. 

Cooper, who recently signed a contract extension believed to be put him 
in the $5 million range annually, laughed when asked about paying Arnott 
back. 

“We’ll wait until after the next contract extension,” Cooper said with a 
smile. “I’ve got to save up for his wine taste.” 
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Kris Letang and Penguins slip past Flyers, 3-2, in overtime 

 

Olivia Reiner 

5-6 minutes 

 

PITTSBURGH — The Pittsburgh Penguins, even without their lifeblood in 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, know how to give the Flyers fits. 

With Crosby in COVID-19 protocol and Malkin recovering from offseason 
knee surgery, the Penguins still pulled out a 3-2 win on Kris Letang’s goal 
in overtime Thursday night. Yes, two Penguins goals came from star 
players in winger Jake Guentzel and Letang. The other, however, was 
scored by third-line winger Brock McGinn. 

“They’ve found a way to get real solid depth, and even when they’re 
missing a key element, and that’s been throughout the Crosby and 
Malkin era,” Flyers coach Alain Vigneault said before the game. “When 
one’s missing, the other one seems to be taking the slack. And now 
they’re both missing and the team’s picking up the slack.” 

The Flyers never had the lead at any point throughout the night but were 
kept in the game by goalie Carter Hart, who finished with 33 saves and a 
.944 save percentage. 

“It was just a battle for the full game,” Hart said. “Two good teams, hard-
fought game. Bounce doesn’t go our way at the end. That’s hockey.” 

Third line persists 

Going into their matchup against the Penguins, the Flyers were 5-0-1 
when they scored the first goal. When the Flyers conceded the first goal, 
they were 0-2-0. Much to the Flyers’ chagrin, the Penguins got on the 
board 16 seconds into the first period. Defenseman Mike Matheson’s 
shot from the point was tipped in front of the net by McGinn and past the 
glove of Hart. 

The slow start, however, was shaken off as the first period progressed — 
the Flyers had their opportunities, outshooting the Penguins 17-8 through 
20 minutes. The third line of center Scott Laughton and wingers Oskar 
Lindblom and James van Riemsdyk led the offensive charge, finishing 
the first period with 10 shot attempts. That same line continued to find 
opportunities throughout the night and finally capitalized in the third 
frame. Late in the period, a Matheson turnover behind the Penguins’ net 
resulted in a Laughton goal off an assist from van Riemsdyk and tied the 
score at 2. 

“I thought the first period was one of our better periods of the year, just 
creating O zone time and time with the puck,” Laughton said. “We 
continue to get better and continue to talk off the ice and know where our 
spots are at and try and contribute on the score sheet and give a little bit 
of secondary scoring.” 

Powering up 

During their western Canada road trip, the Flyers were just 1-for-10 on 
the power play. Vigneault attempted to inject some life into his power-

play units at Monday’s practice by moving winger Cam Atkinson and 
defenseman Ivan Provorov to the first group and van Riemsdyk and 
defenseman Keith Yandle to the second group. The new-look power play 
went 0-for-3 against the Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday. 

The Flyers’ power play would be put to the test against the Penguins, 
who boast the league’s best penalty kill (94.74%). On the Flyers’ lone 
power-play opportunity in the first period, the Penguins displayed their 
strong ability to limit opponents’ opportunities in the offensive zone. The 
Flyers failed to put a shot on goal and the Penguins cleared the zone four 
times. However, in the second period, the Flyers went on their second 
power play and had better results — winger Travis Konecny went 
backhand to forehand on the doorstep of Jarry and put the puck over and 
past his blocker to tie the score at 1. Through 60 minutes, the Flyers 
went 1-for-3 on the power play. 

Despite his power-play goal, Konecny acknowledged that he and his 
teammates had far more opportunities that they could’ve cashed in on, 
especially at even strength. 

“It’s just frustrating when you’re in such a prime spot and you just can’t 
capitalize on it,” Konecny said. “It happens. They’re obviously good 
goalies. I had multiple times in the slot there where I probably should’ve 
put one of those away.” 

Let’s get physical 

From the beginning of the game, the Flyers found themselves on the 
receiving end of the Penguins’ wrath. Pittsburgh laid down 12 hits in the 
first period, which included a Matheson hit on winger Joel Farabee in the 
Penguins’ defensive zone and a Letang level of Claude Giroux. The 
Flyers managed only four hits in the first period. 

The Flyers ramped up the intensity slightly in the second period and 
registered eight additional hits, including a Farabee hit on puck-carrying 
Guentzel that ultimately helped clear the Flyers’ zone. However, the 
Penguins emerged the more physical team, racking up 12 more hits in 
the second period and keeping the momentum in their favor. Through 60 
minutes, the Penguins edged the Flyers in hits, 39-20. 
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So far, backup goalie Martin Jones giving the Flyers what they wanted in 
the nets 

 

Sam Carchidi 

 

It’s a small sample size, but Flyers backup goalie Martin Jones has made 
a strong early impression with his new team. 

Two games. Two wins. Two very good outings. 

Jones, 31, has beaten Boston and Vancouver and compiled a 2.01 
goals-against average and a .941 save percentage. 

“It’s always important to get off to a good start, and you want to make a 
good impression for your new team and instill some confidence in them 
that I’ll get the job done as well,” Jones said before the Flyers faced the 
Penguins in Pittsburgh on Thursday night. “It’s a good start. The boys are 
playing really well and we’re going to look to keep getting better.” 

Carter Hart got the start against the Penguins. Jones is expected to get 
the call Saturday in Washington, where he would get perhaps his 
toughest challenge of the young season against a Capitals team led by a 
scoring machine named Alex Ovechkin, who entered Thursday tied for 
the league lead with nine goals. 
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Jones is coming off three less-than-stellar seasons in San Jose, where 
he had an .896 save percentage in each of those years. 

A free-agent signee, he has worked with goaltender coach Kim 
Dillabaugh and made a few adjustments, such as “structure stuff and 
positional stuff. It’s not like I reinvented the wheel or anything like that.” 

“For me, it’s a fresh start in my game here,” Jones said. “There are some 
things in my game that I’ve tidied up a little bit. I’ve played a lot of hockey 
the last five, six years, and sometimes you can get in bad habits when 
you’re not getting that detailed practice time — like I’ve been able to get 
in the last little bit.” 

Right winger Travis Konecny likes what he has seen from the 6-foot-4, 
190-pound Jones. 

“I think a perfect example of how he’s played was in Vancouver,” 
Konecny said, referring to a 2-1 win. “He was all over the place, standing 
on his head to keep us in the lead. ... He comes in and practices hard 
and does an awesome job with Hartsy. They complement and push each 
other, so it’s all good.” 

After being a No. 1 goalie in most of his career, Jones is getting 
acclimated to being a No. 2. 

“It’s an adjustment, for sure,” he said, adding his relationship with Hart 
couldn’t be better. “For me, it’s all about taking advantage of that extra 
practice time and making sure you’re staying sharp. I’ve been through it 
earlier in my career. I didn’t play a ton in my first few years behind 
Quickie [Jonathan Quick of the Kings], so I’ve been through it.” 

The Flyers finished last in the NHL last season as they surrendered 3.52 
goals per game. They headed into Thursday 10th in the league, allowing 
2.50 goals per game. 

Third-line strides 

The players on the Flyers’ third line — Scot Laughton centering Oskar 
Lindblom and James van Riemsdyk — combined for just three goals and 
seven points in the first eight games. 

Lately, however, they have been spending more time in the opponents’ 
end and creating scoring chances. Laughton scored late in a 3-0 win over 
Arizona on Tuesday. 

“We were thrown together toward the end of camp and I think we’ve 
gotten better and better each game,” van Riemsdyk said before 
Thursday’s matchup. “I think we’ve carried a lot of play for the majority of 
the year. If we keep doing that, and read off each other a little better in 
each game, [the goals will come]. ... Obviously, we’d like to have a little 
more production offensively, but I think our process has been pretty 
good.” 

Lindblom entered Thursday searching for his first goal. 

“He just seems likes he’s s so much more comfortable out there after 
having a full year to prepare himself for the season and get back to that 
normal training mode,” said van Riemsdyk, mindful of Lindblom’s cancer 
battle. “He looks strong out there and he’s winning a ton of his battles, 
especially in the offensive zone.” 

Breakaways 

On Thursday, the Flyers used the same lineup that blanked Arizona. ... 
Sidney Crosby, one of many Penguins who missed the game because of 
the coronavirus, has 49 goals and 115 points in 79 career games vs. the 
Flyers. The goal total is his highest against any opponent he has faced, 
and his points total is behind only his 122 against the Islanders. ... The 
three-day Hockey Warrior Classic hosted by the Flyers Warriors will be 
held in Voorhees, starting Friday at 4:48 p.m. with a matchup between 
the Flyers Warriors and Colorado Warriors. Former Flyers Paul Holmgren 
and Mark Howe will be among those dropping the ceremonial first puck in 
the game featuring military veterans. 
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With Penguins missing a slew of players, Flyers let one slip past them in 
OT 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

As the puck slipped past Carter Hart's leg pad in overtime, the Flyers let 
one slip in Pittsburgh. 

The Flyers lost to the Penguins, 3-2, in bonus time Thursday night at 
PPG Paints Arena. 

Kris Letang snuck a wraparound attempt just past Hart for the OT winner. 
Officials originally believed Hart had the shot stopped, but after video 
review, the play was ruled a goal as the puck cleared the goal line. 

Scott Laughton forced overtime with 2:52 minutes left in regulation. 
Travis Konecny got the Flyers on the board in the second period. 

The Flyers (5-2-2) have gone 3-2-1 without top-pair defenseman Ryan 
Ellis, who is dealing with a nagging lower-body injury and has missed the 
last six games. 

While the Flyers were able to snag a point on the road in their first 
Metropolitan Division game, they were also facing a severely 
undermanned Pittsburgh team and couldn't take full advantage. The 
Penguins (4-3-2) were missing Sidney Crosby (COVID-19 protocol), 
Evgeni Malkin (knee), Bryan Rust (lower body), Brian Dumoulin (COVID-
19 protocol), Marcus Pettersson (COVID-19 protocol) and Chad 
Ruhwedel (COVID-19 protocol). 

Then again, the Flyers were missing Ellis and second-line center Kevin 
Hayes (abdominal surgery). 

Pittsburgh was also without its head coach Mike Sullivan, who was not 
behind the bench because of COVID-19 protocol. Assistant coach Todd 
Reirden took over in his stead. 

• Coming off of a 29-save shutout over the Coyotes, Hart converted 33 
saves on 36 shots from the Penguins. 

The 23-year-old was pretty good as the Flyers never led and he made a 
number of big stops. 

Jake Guentzel's go-ahead goal in the second period was against the 
Flyers' top defensive pair. Guentzel made a quick recovery to get his shot 
off and past Hart. 

Hart was huge during an early second-period sequence. He made three 
saves within a 33-second span to keep the Flyers' deficit at 1-0. Keith 
Yandle committed a glaring turnover that resulted in one of the chances. 

The overtime goal is a matter of an inch on a play in which Hart is going 
from post to post. 

Pittsburgh netminder Tristan Jarry went 3-3-1 with a 3.65 goals-against 
average and .879 save percentage against the Flyers last season. On 
Thursday night, against what many believe is a much better Flyers team, 
the 26-year-old stopped 36 shots for the win. 

• Konecny niftily scored in close on a second-period power play to draw 
the Flyers even at 1-1. 

The Flyers' energizer bunny always revs up for the rivalry. In 23 career 
games against the Penguins, Konecny owns nine goals and 19 points, 
his most in both categories against any NHL team. 

He had a game-high six shots. 
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The Flyers' power play finished 1 for 3 and their penalty kill went 2 for 2. 

• The Flyers' second defensive pair of Travis Sanheim and Rasmus 
Ristolainen was rocky at times and seemed to play a lot in the defensive 
zone. 

It was on the ice for Pittsburgh's first goal 16 seconds into the game. 

The Flyers will use some patience with that pair, especially with Ellis out 
of the lineup. And head coach Alain Vigneault has said he believes Justin 
Braun and Yandle make a great third pair. But when Ellis does return, 
perhaps assistant coach Mike Yeo and company will consider putting 
Braun with Sanheim and Yandle alongside Ristolainen. 

• The Flyers head to D.C. to face the Capitals on Saturday (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). Ellis will miss his seventh straight game. 
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The Athletic / Hyped Sinclair regional sports network streaming project 
only has 4 MLB teams so far 

 

By Daniel Kaplan Nov 4, 2021  

 

Just four. 

As in four teams; only a quartet of MLB clubs. That’s the number of 
baseball teams Sinclair Broadcast Group told investors Wednesday it 
has rights to stream their games next season, the year the company’s 
Bally Sports regional sports division is scheduled to launch and offer its 
much-ballyhooed online content that is designed to give fans an option 
beyond the TV screen. 

Sinclair wouldn’t divulge the teams, but two are the Detroit Tigers and 
Miami Marlins, each of which recently renewed with Bally Sports for 
sizable increases, largely due to the inclusion of streaming rights. 

As cord-cutting wreaks havoc in traditional media, Sinclair, whose 21 
regional sports channels have cable rights to 42 NBA, MLB and NHL 
clubs, is engaged in high-stakes negotiations over streaming with 
leagues, teams and channel distributors (cable companies, satellite firms 
like DISH and streamers) 

The distributors pay big money to the regional sports networks, which 
pay big money to the teams. To pull out streaming rights could unravel 
the economics, but cord-cutters have already fled and Sinclair wants to 
reach them. It’s a maddeningly complex puzzle that has the sides 
throwing high hard ones, and threatening divorce. 

“It’s like a really bad marriage, where like, the wife’s thinking about hiring 
a hitman to kill the husband, the husband’s got 29 mistresses, but they’ve 
got a giant trust fund and they can’t get divorced,” media analyst Patrick 
Crakes said. 

MLB and Sinclair are embroiled in a public back and forth. First came 
MLB commissioner Rob Manfred’s potshots at a sports business 
conference last month, charging Sinclair’s debt troubles were hurting the 
overall RSN market, and then that it was baseball — not Bally Sports — 
that would take the lead in creating a streaming service. Fourteen MLB 
teams are in business with Sinclair. 

Sinclair’s CEO Chris Ripley publicly responded on the investors call, 
saying, “Look, we are big believers in scale … in direct-to-consumer 
(streaming) and, and that in order to be successful in direct-to-consumer 
long-term, we think you need scale well beyond a team or just a league. 
And that’s why a multi-sport offering makes a lot of sense. That’s why 

we’ve always said this direct-to-consumer offering we’re planning on 
launching is just the start in terms of where we would go and going to be 
a market leader in the U.S. in direct-to-consumer sports. 

“Thinking that you could do that with only one league, we think it doesn’t 
make sense,” Ripley said in reference to MLB taking the lead. 

Sinclair is in talks with the NBA and NHL, too. “We expect to get to the 
finish line with the NHL and NBA on those renewal discussions,” Ripley 
said. “So that’s over 30 teams there.” 

Hanging over all of this is the debt Sinclair incurred to buy the RSNs in 
2019 for $9.6 billion. With cord-cutting and the pandemic last year 
canceling games forcing rebates, the debt of Sinclair’s Diamond Sports 
unit is trading at 50 cents on the dollar, Crakes said. 

If it trades lower, a rival or even a league could snatch it up and apply 
pressure to Sinclair that way. Conversely, the company’s long-running 
distribution talks with DISH could bear fruit and give the company the 
needed revenue to finance its plans. 

“We are in very short-term renewal at this point,” Ripley said of DISH, 
which has 8.5 million subscribers, “and we don’t comment on live 
negotiations.” Later he added, “I think getting additional financing would 
be helpful for all parties. I think that’s sort of undeniably true.” 

Ripley expressed confidence that more MLB teams would sell their 
streaming rights as the season approaches, but skeptics question that 
premise given Manfred’s tough words and his expressing a desire to 
create the league’s own platform. 

“Ripley says the rest of the @MLB teams will happen as RSN renewals 
happen — we disagree as baseball (and its teams) moving in a different 
direction,” media analyst Rich Greenfield tweeted. Earlier he tweeted, 
Sinclair’s “management now admitting that they do not have digital rights 
to launch a regional sports streaming product and now warning others 
about doing it without them (direct attack on MLB, NBA and NHL) 
amazing how many times Chris Ripley has misled investors publicly.” 

Crakes said it’s not just about obtaining streaming rights but then 
negotiating with distributors who might balk at paying agreed-on fees. 
That’s part of the problem. Take a Charter or Cox or any distributor, they 
pay to have the RSNs. If Sinclair then streams the games, that arguably 
eats into the carriers’ customers and gnaws at the economics. 

“We can use Detroit,” where Bally Sports just renewed with the Red 
Wings and Tigers, Crakes said. “So let’s say they’ve got DTC (direct-to-
consumer) rights … and Comcast and DirecTV are the two big 
distributors, right. Now, if you’ve got this DTC product out there, and 
you’re saying, ‘Look, for $20 a month you can also stream Tigers games’ 
that you normally would need a pay-TV package for, if they do that, 
without cutting in Comcast or without cutting in DirecTV, they probably 
have a case to either reduce or maybe even stop paying them 
something. And my guess is the distributors will take a very aggressive 
approach on this.” 

Ripley is going big picture, not just talking about collecting the streaming 
rights of his RSNs’ 42 teams, but potentially buying other RSNs. Once a 
cash cow before cord-cutting, the sector is ripe for consolidation, he 
argued. 

“Bringing in other groups like the Comcast RSNs and or the AT&T RSNs, 
I’ve always thought that consolidation of the rest of the industry makes 
sense,” Ripley said. “I mean, we’re in a much better position than anyone 
else to move forward on direct-to-consumer because we’ve been 
planning for this for quite some time. It’s not something you can just flip a 
switch on overnight. But I do think, ultimately adding in rights from other 
groups, like Comcast and AT&T makes sense. Whether you do that 
through transactions, partnerships, contracts, consortiums … that will be 
contemplated.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.05.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs survive ‘dirty’ hit, ugly 5-on-3 in ‘character-
building’ win 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – So precious are the tiny windows of opportunity the Tampa 
Bay Lightning allow over 60 minutes that if you miss one, well, it might be 
your only one. 

The threepeat-hunting champions have learned the hard way to execute 
the type of structured, poised and opportunistic brand of hockey to which 
the Toronto Maple Leafs aspire. 

When they sense a tight game, the Bolts begin hording scoring chances 
like Stanley Cup rings. 

Which is why two egregious bang-bang penalties by the visitors and two 
atrocious minutes of 5-on-3 play by the home side nearly snuffed out the 
Maple Leafs’ win streak Thursday night. 

“We gotta recognize those key moments,” coach Sheldon Keefe 
instructed his out-of-sync superstars after a limp first period concluded 
with a passive two-man advantage. 

Yes, the Maple Leafs wasted their best chance to claw back into a game 
controlled by the Lightning, a group that jumps into every shift with 
purpose. 

But in rallying for a dramatic 2-1 overtime victory, the big guns found a 
way to steal not one point but two against a divisional threat. 

“Just a good character builder. Just a good feeling,” said captain John 
Tavares, whose fingerprints were all over the comeback. “You found a 
way to get it done when you didn’t have your best.” 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Positionally sound and dialed in from the jump, Tampa rang two posts 
within the first five minutes of action and gave Toronto little in the way of 
Grade-A looks in a dominant first period. 

So, when depth winger Pat “Threepeat” Maroon dusted a troubled Jake 
Muzzin on a 2-on-1 rush to cash in his first goal of the season, there was 
a sense that a 1-0 lead might even be enough. 

With Tampa choking away speed through the neutral zone and space in 
the interior of the ice, the Maple Leafs needed a break. 

Then… they got one. 

Mitch Marner chipped a puck past Victor Hedman at the Leafs’ blue line 
and gained two steps on the perennial Norris contender. 

Hedman hooked Marner something fierce, desperately trying to prevent a 
breakaway. And with the official’s hand already raised and Marner 
bearing down through the hook for a chance on Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
Mikhail Sergachev glided in from the blindside and delivered a nasty 
headshot. 

The type that will surely get replayed in the league office, even though 
Sergachev was whistled for an illegal check to the head. 

Remaining Time -0:39 

Sergachev catches Marner with hit to head 

“I thought it was dirty,” said Tavares, who charged toward the Tampa 
defenceman in the ensuing fracas. 

“I thought Mitchy was pretty exposed and no chance to really protect 
himself or see it coming. Just didn’t like it at all. Hit him right in the head. 
We want that stuff out of our game. Certainly should be at least talked 
about.” 

Should Marner have been granted a penalty shot? Perhaps. 

Should the Maple Leafs have at least threatened to tie a tight game with 
both Sergachev and Hedman in the box for a full two minutes of 5-on-3? 
Absolutely. 

In what could’ve been a game-defining moment, the Maple Leafs loaded 
top unit, but had no plan and no quality attempts. 

“Our execution was poor,” Tavares said. “Sluggish.” 

“Just bad,” Nylander agreed. 

Keefe called them out in the first intermission, their response was strong, 
but Tampa appeared ready for the pushback. 

Remaining Time -2:00 

Maple Leafs getting in the groove of things after big win over Lightning 

The Lightning are not the directionless Blackhawks, rebuilding Red 
Wings, or injury-ravaged Golden Knights. And their Conn Smythe–
winning goaltender is acting world-class all over again. 

They don’t give you much. 

As they proved last summer, the Lightning have grown content with 1-0 
victories. 

And were it not for Jack Campbell standing on his head, again, they 
would’ve had one. 

But with Campbell pulled, the Leafs’ money-makers were granted a 
second man-advantage opportunity in the final minute at 6-on-5. 

Tavares leapt in the air to glove down a Hedman clearing attempt, 
worked a tic-tac-toe with Auston Matthews and Marner, and converted 
with 41.1 seconds left in regulation to force a fourth period. 

“He's back to the way he has been playing his entire career,” Nylander 
said. “He’s been flying out there, making great plays, and scoring a huge 
goal for us today.” 

Added Keefe: “That's a big-time shot he scored there tonight. That’s not 
an easy shot, to get that into the top of the far side of the net with the 
pass coming from that angle. That's what he's capable of doing. He’s 
been getting rewarded because he has worked.” 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Lightning fail to clear, Tavares scores with 41 seconds left in game to 
force OT 

Tavares’ work didn’t relent in overtime, as he drove the net, Hedman was 
called for slashing, setting up two minutes of 4-on-3 and a redemption 
shot for the group that punted its 5-on-3 chance earlier. 

This time, however, they took charge. 

Nylander one-timed a Matthews pass for his third game-winner of the 
season. 

From the captain on down the line, confidence has been gradually 
mounting as the Maple Leafs’ star forwards are finding their footing. 

Gather enough game-breakers, lean on great goaltending, and a four-
game losing skid can spin into four-game win streak in a blink. 

“They're huge players for us, and everybody knows it,” said Campbell, all 
smiles. “They work so hard. A lot of pressure’s on those guys, and those 
big dogs are coming to play. It's great to see — and we're gonna need it.” 
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They’ll need it again Saturday, when the Boston Bruins roll into the city. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Justin Holl was healthy scratched for the third consecutive time. 

• Stamkos, the NHL’s most recent 60-goal man, says the pandemic 
cheated Matthews out of some magical numbers: "He's probably next on 
the list to score 60." 

• Keefe was asked Thursday morning if he’s happy Jack Eichel got 
traded out of the Atlantic Division. The coach waited a beat, smiled, and 
shrugged: “Sure.” 

(I’m sure the Eichel trade is the last thing he’s worrying about these 
days.) 

• Nylander has already spent more time on the penalty kill in 11 games 
this season than his entire prior six seasons in the league combined 
(6:51). 

• Pierre Engvall fondly recalled the time, during a February 2020 game, 
he burst past Hedman shorthanded for a scoring chance. 

“He's fast. He's a good skater, too,” Engvall said of his more decorated 
countryman. “But [going wide] is probably the best shot to beat him.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.05.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jack Eichel discusses trade request, desire for disc 
replacement surgery 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

Jack Eichel was going to do interviews on Thursday, whether traded or 
not. He was ready. It was time. 

“It’s been a long process,” he said from his Buffalo residence, hours after 
being traded to Vegas. “It’s been dragged out. Quite honestly, I feel a 
little bit embarrassed. As a hockey player, you want to be in the media, 
and have people taking about you for your performance and…your team 
winning games.” 

Instead, the conversations around him were potential trades, grievances 
and medical debates. 

Then, at 11:30 p.m. Wednesday night, Buffalo GM Kevyn Adams 
phoned. Relief for Eichel — and undoubtedly Adams, the Sabres and 
their fans. This needed to end. It wasn’t good for anyone. 

“I appreciate (Kevyn) giving me the opportunity to go somewhere, get my 
preferred surgery and get my career back where it needs to be,” Eichel 
said. And he’s thrilled about going to Vegas. 

As a result, Eichel avoided going into depth about the disputes between 
himself and the Sabres. But, he admitted that without a trade, he would 
have answered quite differently. 

Remaining Time -2:46 

Jack Eichel explains when things went sideways for him in Buffalo 

It’s a sad end to Eichel’s Buffalo tenure. It seemed like a perfect marriage 
when he was taken second overall in the 2015 NHL Draft. The Sabres 
are one of the NHL’s best fanbases. Its ownership is tight into USA 
Hockey. Eichel is a huge part of his generation of American-born players. 

It should have been perfect. 

“We didn’t win,” Eichel said. “This business is based off of results, and 
winning.” 

“(When I first came to Buffalo) the people here opened their arms to me. 
It was great be a part of the community. The people here are obviously 
very passionate about their sports, both the Bills and the Sabres, and 
they care. This business is based on winning and losing and we didn’t do 
enough winning. That’s probably where it went wrong.” 

“I really wish that we had won more for the fans, because I really feel 
they deserve it.” 

Eichel confirmed one long-standing rumour: that he asked for a trade 
following the COVID-shortened 2019-20 season. He had a terrific start to 
the year, was in the Hart conversation for a while. But the Sabres faltered 
and fell below the bubble-playoff cutline. Then-GM Jason Botterill was 
fired. 

“It just seemed that we were heading towards another…I don’t want to 
say rebuild but, we weren’t really in a position that we were going to try 
and win. I went to the team and said I wasn’t really happy with the idea of 
that. If that’s the route they wanted to take, maybe it would be better to 
move me, to use me as a jumpstart.” 

“Obviously that didn’t go over well. I’m a competitor, I want to win and 
obviously we hadn’t won.” 

“This is a business. (That’s) pretty apparent to me over the last eight 
months. I looked at that as a decision I was making strictly because I 
thought that was the best business decision for me as a hockey player.” 

Eichel gave Adams “a lot of credit” for signing Taylor Hall and making 
moves intended to improve the team. But, 2020-21 went terribly for the 
team and Eichel, a “disaster in terms of a personal season for myself.” 

“That conversation that happened a year ago probably had something to 
do with the process being so difficult.” 

Eichel said that, after he was injured last March, he was presented with 
three options: a non-surgical “conservative treatment” to try and get 
better; his now-preferred Artificial Disc Replacement; and a spinal fusion. 

Remaining Time -1:33 

Eichel on getting the trade call and the respect he has for GM Kevyn 
Adams 

Initially he chose the conservative treatment. One month into the 
process, he began researching the two surgeries. 

“That’s when I started diving more into what this disc replacement was. 
Speaking to a lot of people, they thought this was a better option for me. I 
continued to do the conservative care into June and that’s when we 
came to what most experts say is the point — about three months — 
where if you’re not (making) improvement you’re not going to have any. 
That’s when I expressed that I wanted to have the disc replacement 
surgery.” 

As we know, the Sabres preferred the fusion. 

“I understand the complications with the CBA and the Sabres’ rights, but I 
also thought this is my body. And at the end of the day, I’m the one who 
has to live with this decision the rest of my life.” 

“(It’s a) minimally invasive surgery…returns you to as close as you were 
prior to your injury. From people I’ve talked to — some hockey players, 
some other athletes — who have had fusion surgery, they all say there’s 
some complication with it. Whether it be range-of-motion, whether it be 
just their overall well-being, I’ve had friends who have had some serious 
complication with fusion. And the rate of another surgery is a lot higher 
with the fusion. I wanted to try and preserve myself as much as possible.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Did Eichel ever feel like he was close to being traded elsewhere? 

Eichel said UFC fighter Chris Weidman told him that he’s had 20 
surgeries, and disc replacement was the easiest. That’s why he was 
willing to be the first to try an NHL return after undergoing an ADR. 
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“I was going to stay true to what I believed in. I understand that some 
people probably wouldn’t feel comfortable doing what I’m doing, but I’m 
the only person that has to live with this decision the rest of their life. I 
feel I’ve done enough research, I’ve put myself at ease with it that I know 
I’m making the right decision. I obviously wouldn’t be doing this and 
wouldn’t have went through this whole process if I didn’t really, really 
believe that I’m doing this right.” 

Eichel said he’s hoping to have the surgery next week and be back in 
approximately three months. He laughed at the idea of waiting until 
Game 1 of the playoffs like Nikita Kucherov. 

“No, I’m not him. I don’t think I can do that. I think I’m going to need a 
couple of games beforehand.” 

The best news for him is that now he can see the end goal — a return to 
the ice. He’s thankful Vegas believes in him and ready to wear that 
Golden Helmet. This needed to end for everyone involved, and, 
thankfully, it has. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.05.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Doing 'all the dirty jobs' put ultimate team player Kevin 
Lowe in Hall of Fame 

Kevin Lowe, seen here in 2017, was such a good team player that his 
efforts earned him a spot in the Hockey Hall of Fame. (CP/file) 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — On a team full of high-end Heinekens, Kevin Lowe was 
an ice-cold Canadian. Honest, dependable, and when you really needed 
him, he was awfully good. 

“With Kevin,” began Wayne Gretzky, “it was, ‘Tell me what you want me 
to do to contribute to the hockey club, and that’s what I’m going to do.’ 
And he never swayed from that.” 

A week before Lowe is inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame, and as the 
Oilers raise his No. 4 to the rafters before Friday’s game against the New 
York Rangers, we’d ask the question: Who was this stay-at-home 
defender, a strong-boned product of Lowe’s dairy in Lachute, Quebec, 
and the conscience of a firewagon group that dearly needed someone to 
stay at home once in a while? 

Well, you could get a pretty good picture of how well many of the 
superstars on those Edmonton teams had played just by perusing a 
score sheet after the game. With Lowe, however, they just didn’t track all 
the things he brought to the table. 

Still don’t, really. 

“You know, it was all about winning,” said Lowe, happy with the above 
description. “So what did I do to help the team win? Kill penalties. Shut 
some lines down once in a while. Play the last part of the game, ends of 
the periods. Make a big hit when needed. Even though I didn’t score 
much, I’d jump up in the play, just to try and change things up. 

“Whatever the game needed, and whether I could do it or not, I would be 
thinking about it. And when the ship was in cruise, you kept everything in 
balance. Take care of the guys who were up from the minors, get out in 
the community and do good things for the organization. Everything to 
keep things as good around here as possible.” 

Lowe knew a thing or two about winning, to be sure, collecting five 
Stanley Cups in Edmonton and another with the Rangers. As his No. 4 
joins the pantheon of incredible players whose banners already hang in 
Edmonton, Lowe’s role on those dynasty Oilers clubs is crystalized. 

They didn’t need more scoring, with Gretzky, Mark Messier, Paul Coffey, 
Jari Kurri and Glenn Anderson. They had Grant Fuhr, who so 
spectacularly kept pucks out of the Oilers nets, and Dave Semenko, the 
toughest fighter in the NHL for much of that time. 

So, Lowe became everything else. 

“He did all the dirty jobs,” said current Oilers head coach Dave Tippett, 
who played against Lowe and those Oilers teams. “There are players 
who had to kill penalties, players who had to be good defenders, and to 
me Kevin was the ultimate team player in that group. 

“I asked an old GM years ago, why he had paid a checker that much 
money,” Tippett recalled. “And the GM, he said to me, ‘Because guys like 
that, they make you win.’ You’ve got to have good players, but you’ve got 
to have players who play in the trenches, who allow you to win. 

“Kevin was a player who made teams win.” 

If you were trailing 3-2 late in a game, perhaps you could find a 
defencemen to play ahead of Lowe. 

If you were leading, no one played ahead of No. 4. 

And durable? In the 134-season span that Lowe played for the Oilers — 
from 1979-92 — only two defencemen who played more than Lowe’s 966 
games: Gordie Roberts (973) and Brad McCrimmon (969). 

“I remember one game,” Craig MacTavish told me a few years back for 
my book, The Battle of Alberta. “We’d lost in Calgary, and then we came 
back here the next night and we had a brawl as soon as the puck hit the 
ice. Thirty seconds into the game, Kevin and I were sitting there in the 
dressing room, kicked out of the game after getting into a couple of 
secondary altercations. I remember Kevin saying, ‘Boy, were you and I 
ever on the same wave length.’ Thirty seconds in, and we were done.” 

On that night, a fight was required. On another, something else. 

“Yeah, you’re good,” he once said of his Oilers. “But you don’t win just 
because you’re good. You’ve got to really want to win, and to make the 
effort. Because it hurts.” 

There were Stanley Cups, and there was 1986, when the Calgary 
Flames interrupted the dynasty with a seventh game win at Northlands 
Coliseum. 

“We got sloppy. We were a little more selfish in our play, and less 
committed to the overall team game. That was the difference,” Lowe 
said. “Their tenacity was getting to us, and we weren’t as disciplined in 
reacting to it. We weren’t able to play with the lead enough to really get 
our swagger going. 

“They had closed the gap and we needed to be even more disciplined 
than we ever had been, and we weren’t in that series. We buckled down 
in ’87 and ’88 again.” 

Lowe’s induction and jersey retirement are all in honour of his time as a 
player. And even though he GM’ed the last Oilers team to make a 
Stanley Cup Final in 2006, some young Oilers fans think of Lowe as the 
architect of the Decade of Darkness, a 10-year span in which the Oilers 
never made the postseason. 

Lowe isn’t going in as a builder, but rather as a player upon whom 
stability was built. His presence allowed the Gretzkys and Coffeys to 
entertain us to the degree they did, knowing that when things got real 
and it was time to hunker down and win a period, a shift, or kill a penalty, 
there was a guy on the team that you could lean on. 

“Kids grow up, and you have this vision of the Crosbys, Lemieuxs, 
Messiers and Gordie Howes. But those are few and far between,” 
Gretzky said. “But when people who weren’t super overly talented get in 
there because of winning and hard work, it motivates young kids to say 
that they want to play in the NHL someday, and make the Hall of Fame 
too. 
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“It’s not just a Hall of Fame for guys who get a lot of points. The Hall of 
Fame is about winning, and that’s what makes it special. That kids can 
say, ‘I’m no Bobby Orr. But maybe I can be that Kevin Lowe, and 
compete and contribute.'” 

As for Lowe, he still can’t believe they’re going to let him into the Hall 
without buying a ticket, or that he’ll look up until his last Oilers game and 
see his name and number up there next to so many truly great players. 

“I was blessed to be cast in this situation,” he admitted. “How many days 
into our first training camp was it when Gretz skated up and said, ‘Hey, 
how about you and I get an apartment together?’ 

“And that stuff never ended. It just never ended.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.05.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / Golden Knights make another big splash in Ottawa with 
Eichel deal 

 

Wayne Scanlan November 4, 2021, 2:56 PM 

 

The most injured team in the NHL just traded for a wounded superstar. 

And they couldn’t be happier. 

“In Jack Eichel, we are getting a player that I think is one of the top 
players in the league, one of the top centres in the league,” said Vegas 
Golden Knights general manager Kelly McCrimmon, speaking to 
reporters in Ottawa on Thursday. 

“He’s in the prime of his career, he just turned 25 years old.” 

Remaining Time -22:25 

Golden Knights GM Kelly McCrimmon press conference after Jack Eichel 
trade 

The Knights seem to do some of their biggest deals while in Canada’s 
capital. The last time they came through Ottawa, pre-pandemic in 
January of 2020, they fired then-head coach Gerard Gallant and replaced 
him with Peter DeBoer. 

Now comes this blockbuster trade that the entire hockey world had been 
waiting for since the summer -- with Eichel wanting out of Buffalo and at 
odds with the Sabres’ medical team over planned treatment of his injured 
neck. 

For Eichel and a conditional draft pick, the Knights gave up winger Alex 
Tuch, centre Peyton Krebs and two conditional draft picks. 

Tuch, who has a shoulder injury, is one of several Vegas regulars out of 
the lineup -- including former Senators winger Mark Stone. However, 
none of the other banged up Knights is going to be in need of as unique 
a procedure as Eichel for a herniated disc in his neck. 

According to McCrimmon, Eichel will have an artificial disc replacement 
(ADR) procedure and is expected to make a complete recovery. While 
the Knights are being kept up to speed on plans for surgery, McCrimmon 
says that Eichel and his medical team and agent Pat Brisson are making 
all the arrangements. 

The operation should take place “quickly,” McCrimmon said. It could be 
three to five months before Eichel is ready to play again. 

“That might be the best guess I can give you right now,” said the Knights 
GM. 

Remaining Time -1:21 

Kelly McCrimmon confirms Eichel will have surgery on neck 

One Vegas analyst quipped about the Knights acquiring Eichel pre-
surgery: “it’s like getting a Christmas present that you can’t open until 
spring.” 

Even while injured, Eichel has been able to train and skate, albeit without 
contact. 

McCrimmon says that Eichel is the first NHL player to have ADR surgery 
but that others in contact sports and martial arts have come back from 
the operation to compete again. 

“Do we have a comfort level that he is going to return to full health? We 
do,” McCrimmon said. 

It is the Knights' belief that Eichel can once again be the explosive player 
who scored 36 goals and 78 points in 68 games in 2019-20, and be a lot 
less frustrated than he was on a losing Buffalo team. The Sabres made 
Eichel their second overall pick in 2015. 

“When you watch Jack play (you see) size, speed, great playmaking 
ability, incredibly good hands and shot -- his release is special, in terms 
of how quickly the puck comes off his stick,” McCrimmon says. “His 
ability to transport the puck up ice -- he picks up a puck in your end and 
then you're in their end. He’s got that type of speed.” 

McCrimmon views Eichel, a Massachusetts native, in the same realm as 
the elite centres in hockey, rhyming off names like Connor McDavid, 
Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Nate McKinnon, among others. 

“We were not in the market for another centreman, but this isn’t just 
another centreman,” McCrimmon added. 

Marek & Friedman: The Jack Eichel Saga Has Come To an End 

Despite their impressive playoff runs, the Knights have at times been 
challenged to score enough goals. Eichel, if he returns to form, can be 
that presence on a power play or five-on-five to change the look of the 
Knights and their opponents’ ability to match lines. 

“There’s only a handful of guys in the world with game-breaking ability,” 
DeBoer said. “When the game gets tight, they can create something out 
of nothing. There’s only a handful of guys that have that type of skill. He’s 
one of them. He’s on that short list. 

“At that time of year, when the games get tight, the checking gets tight, 
those difference-makers are really important.” 

Eichel is just the latest big name the Knights have hunted since coming 
into the league with a flourish in 2017. In particular, they seem to have a 
thing for collecting future or present captains. The Knights made Stone, 
the ex-Senators star, their first franchise captain and went on to acquire 
ex-Montreal Canadiens captain Max Pacioretty and defenceman Alex 
Pietrangelo, who wore the ‘C’ for the St. Louis Blues. 

Unlike your average expansion team, the Knights have contended for the 
Stanley Cup every season and are clearly targeting a Cup win, believing 
Eichel can put them over the top. 

“There’s been no bones made about the fact this organization wants to 
win and wants to win now,” said DeBoer. “They’re willing to provide 
whatever resources needed to the players, the coaches, and to the fans 
in order to chase the Stanley Cup.” 

Eichel has an AAV of $10 million US through this season and four more 
through 2025-26. According to McCrimmon, the Knights have $30 million 
either on long-term injured reserve or eligible for LTIR, Eichel included. 

He called the Knights' cap issues an “ongoing dance,” as players get 
healthy again and others go on LTIR 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith, meanwhile, won’t mind seeing Eichel 
leave the Eastern Conference. 
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“You know what, I’ve seen Jack Eichel have some of the best games 
probably in this league,” Smith said on Thursday, prior to the Knights-
Senators game at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

“He got a hat trick against us two years ago or three years ago (a four-
goal performance in November of 2019). 

“And I think he had two hat tricks against the Leafs when I was coaching 
there. I mean, he is a dominant, dominant player when he’s going. 

“I didn’t get to see him last year, and obviously he was hurt, but that’s a 
legitimate No. 1 centre, a bona fide star that can change a franchise. 
When he’s healthy and he comes back, I think you’re not going to be 
wanting to be playing (against) him too much with the other firepower 
that’s around him.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.05.2021 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: What the Sabres are getting in 
Peyton Krebs 

 

Sam Cosentino 

 

The hockey world was put into a state of shock Thursday morning upon 
learning Jack Eichel had been traded to Vegas. While the trade netted a 
number of assets for Buffalo GM Kevyn Adams, the most important piece 
to the deal was getting Peyton Krebs. 

This young man's story is truly fascinating. Original blush projects Krebs 
as a 2C, loaded with character and someone who will wear a letter for 
Buffalo somewhere down the road. Heck, he was named captain of the 
Kootenay Ice at 17 and didn’t relinquish the honour until he graduated 
from the WHL. 

To truly understand what Buffalo is getting in Krebs it’s important to look 
back, not just at the player, but the talented family he’s a part of. At a 
young age, Peyton was destined for greatness. He was the first player 
selected in the 2016 WHL bantam draft, and in his rookie season (2017-
18), managed to put up 17 goals for 54 points in 67 games on a 
Kootenay team that finished 19th and failed to make the playoffs in the 
22-team loop. Krebs was the top scoring WHL rookie that season. 

In the meantime, he was always identified as a mainstay in Hockey 
Canada’s Program of Excellence, and at every turn in the program he’s 
produced at point-per-game levels. As a silver medalist for Team Canada 
Red in the 2017 U17, Krebs put up six points in five games. That 
summer, he won gold at the Hlinka-Gretzky Cup with five points in five 
games. In April of his NHL draft year, he captained Canada at the world 
U18s and had a 10-point performance in seven games. 

Remaining Time -2:39 

Why Adams believes Krebs and Tuch will fit in so well with Sabres young 
core 

Through coaching changes and the off-ice distraction of Kootenay's 
relocation to Winnipeg, Krebs kept trying to lead a rebuild of that 
franchise while continuing to excel. He yielded typical point per game 
numbers in Kootenay's last season (also Krebs' draft year), but finished 
the season with a minus-50 rating. Definitely not something you want on 
your resume going into the draft. By that time, most scouts had a sense 
for what he would be and first-round projections were legit. 

The NHL Combine is a key piece for teams when it comes to the draft. 
Not only do you get physical data on the player, but equally if not more 
importantly, GMs and scouts get an opportunity to meet face-to-face with 
players. Shortly before the draft, Krebs suffered a ruptured Achilles, and 

his draft status with thrown into question. Despite the injury, I still 
projected Krebs as a top 10 in my 2019 Mock Draft. 

At the same time, Peyton's older brother Dakota was in the midst of his 
WHL career, while younger brother Dru was about to embark on the 
same path in Medicine Hat. Oh ya, don’t forget about sister Madison, a 
budding country star. Talent runs amok in the Krebs family, as evidenced 
in this feature from a Rogers Hometown Hockey. 

When the draft took place, Krebs was still on crutches and facing a long 
recovery. As a result of the uncertainty surrounding the injury and that 
recovery, Krebs slipped to Vegas at 17th overall. Due to the injury, he 
was limited to just 38 games in the following season, yet he still managed 
to put up 60 points, leaning heavily towards the assist side with 48. 

With the craziness of the pandemic, Krebs was added to the playoff 
roster for Vegas in the Edmonton bubble, but didn’t get into a game. 

Since the 2020-21 WHL season was delayed due to the pandemic, 
Krebs’ first action of last season saw him win a silver medal at the 2021 
world juniors, with eight points in seven games. He then reported to AHL 
Henderson and in five games put up five points. Once the WHL season 
started, he returned to Winnipeg to play for the Ice and did not 
disappoint, winning the Bobby Clarke Trophy as the league’s top scorer. 
Krebs put up 43 points in the 24-game schedule and immediately 
reported back to Vegas, ready to make his NHL debut. 

That happened on May 3, 2021. He earned an assist in his first game 
and just three games later, on May 8, 2021, took a puck to the face and 
suffered a fractured jaw, forcing him back to the sidelines. 

Making the team out of camp this year, Krebs was averaging 13:44 of ice 
time and didn't record a point in nine games. The Golden Knights had a 
brief break in the schedule in October and, wanting Krebs to continue 
playing, they sent him back to AHL Henderson for a two-game stint, 
where -- guess what -- he put up five points. 

Thursday, the next chapter in the Krebs story began with a trade to 
Buffalo, which immediately assigned him to AHL Rochester. 

He won't start the next portion of his career with the Sabres, but it won’t 
be long before Peyton Krebs reunites with fellow WHL grad Dylan 
Cozens, already a central piece in the latest rebuild plans in Buffalo. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why the Maple Leafs are shopping right-side defencemen 

Remaining Time -2:15 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – Life comes at you fast. 

For years, the Toronto Maple Leafs’ No. 1 need was a defenceman who 
can patrol the right side. 

Now? Kyle Dubas is shopping them. 

The league’s other 31 clubs have been made aware that either Travis 
Dermott (per Elliotte Friedman) or Justin Holl (per Nick Kypreos) is 
available for the right price. 

To think: A few months ago, Dermott was all smiles after inking a two-
year contract extension and Holl was being protected in the expansion 
draft. 
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In our estimation, that price for one of these expendable right-side 
defenders would be an upper-mid-round draft pick. (Or perhaps a rugged 
D-man with less term on his contract.) 

That is because the cap-tight Leafs have little to no flexibility to take on a 
salaried player in return, they are short on picks as is (just three in 2022), 
and Dubas must clear money for both the short- and long-term future. 

In about four weeks, Ilya Mikheyev (broken thumb) and his $1.645-million 
cap hit will need to slide off long-term injury reserve and onto a roster 
currently toting less than $1 million in cap space, per CapFriendly.com. 

Looking beyond this season, Dubas has already committed to a $2.5 
million raise for blueline leader Morgan Rielly. 

The GM must also sign an established goaltender — preferably Jack 
Campbell, although his price is rising — to pair with Petr Mrazek and dole 
out raises to both halves of his promising third pairing, RFAs Rasmus 
Sandin and Timothy Liljegren. 

Righty Liljegren, 22, has played his best NHL-level hockey in back-to-
back wins over Detroit and Vegas and will be given a third consecutive 
game Thursday versus the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“With Holl missing games, it's given Lilly even more opportunity,” head 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. “His confidence is getting higher with that, 
and he’s earning the trust of Dean [Chynoweth, the Leafs defence 
coach].” 

Keefe has decided the 29-year-old Holl should miss games because of a 
sloppy start that saw the former shutdown guy go minus-7 without a point 
in seven games. 

Dermott blocked a shot with his foot Tuesday and is a game-time 
decision Thursday. Provided he can play, Holl will be healthy-scratched 
for a third consecutive night. 

“It doesn't change the fact that we still believe he’s a really important 
player for us, that when he gets back in — and he certainly will get back 
in — we expect him to be better,” Keefe said. 

“And we hope that we don’t have to come back to this. That’s really what 
you're looking for. I've got full believe in Hollsy. He’s played a lot of really 
good hockey for us.” 

Says Holl: “It’s obviously frustrating, but all you can do is control what 
you can and have faith in your abilities.” 

As for Dermott, who is now getting time alongside Rielly, the Maple Leafs 
are still uncertain where he slots. He’s not a power-play quarterback, not 
a go-to shutdown guy, and he’s still establishing himself as a penalty-
killer. 

On one hand, Dermott is young enough (24) to bet that he still has 
unseen potential. On the other, he’s played 217 NHL games and has yet 
to entrench himself in Toronto’s top four. 

“So, you're always kind of looking for him to take that next step. And I 
think we're still waiting for that piece,” Keefe said. “But he's played good 
for us. He's right in the mix with all the guys.” 

Holl is on the books for $2 million next season; he holds a 10-team no-
trade list. 

Dermott carries a $1.5 million cap hit, has no say in a trade, and will still 
be under his club’s control as an RFA in 2023. 

Either would make an enticing cost-certain gamble, considering the 
signing prices for right-side D-men these days. 

If/when a defenceman is moved, it appears the Marlies’ Kristians Rubins 
would be the next man up. 

The undrafted 23-year-old was recalled as insurance Thursday after 
posting three points and a plus-2 in his six AHL games this season. 

Keefe loves the big Latvian’s size (6-foot-5, 221 pounds) and offensive 
instincts, but is most encouraged by the prospect’s willingness to add a 
touch of nasty to his game. 

“As he's matured and evolved as a pro, I see him really recognizing how 
valuable it is to defend hard and be physical,” Keefe said. 

Left unsaid in a story that is as much about math as it is merit: Rubins is 
still on his entry-level deal, and he’ll come much cheaper than Holl or 
Dermott next season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tkachuk, Flames ready to put Eichel talk in rearview amid 
hot start 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Given his bloodlines, not to mention his importance to the Flames 
organization, Matthew Tkachuk knew exactly where to park the rumour 
suggesting he was dangled in an attempt to land Jack Eichel. 

“I had a hard time believing it was true,” began the Flames winger, hours 
after Eichel’s trade to Vegas was announced. 

“So, I just went about my business like I normally do the night before a 
game.” 

His phone did indeed ring Wednesday night with news, courtesy of GM 
Brad Treliving, informing him the curiously placed rumour was, in fact, 
false. 

“He talked to me, but I’ll just keep that between us,” said Tkachuk. 

“It was very quick. All good.” 

Suffice it to say, there won’t be any lingering trust issues between 
Tkachuk and management, as it was never hard to see through how the 
lone report came to be. 

At the 11th hour of a lengthy process that had been whittled down to two 
competing offers, there was well-connected ESPN insider Kevin Weekes 
upping the ante Wednesday by suggesting via Twitter that the Flames’ 
highest-paid player was part of an offer that also included two prospects, 
a future first rounder and a former first rounder. 

It’s not lost on several sources inside the Flames organization that 
Weekes and Sabres GM Kevyn Adams just so happen to have been 
teammates for three years in Carolina. 

Did it push the Golden Knights to augment their offer? 

Well, all is fair in love, war and sports swaps. 

At the end of the day, despite doing endless due diligence on the medical 
and player personnel side of a potential swap for Eichel, the Flames were 
outbid. 

How or why is irrelevant now. 

Treliving declined comment, but sources confirm the Flames saw an 
Eichel acquisition as a unique opportunity worth pursuing hard, despite 
the risks involved with his injured neck. 

That said, the club was never willing to make the deal at the expense of 
the team’s core, which has the Flames off to a 6-1-2 start. 

Asked who would have been part of a package totaling $9 million in 
salary heading back to Buffalo, a source would only say the Flames offer 
was “very creative.” 
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Sportsnet has learned Sean Monahan was not part of that package. 

Nor was Tkachuk, as Adams himself clarified Thursday morning at the 
press conference announcing the trade. 

“It’s out of our control, all that stuff,” said Tkachuk, who said he didn’t 
have to discuss the nuances of trade rumours with his father, Keith. 

“If (a trade) would have happened here it would have obviously affected 
some guys you’re close with, and we’ve all dealt with players that have 
been traded. It’s just part of the business. 

You don’t deal with that stuff until it happens. You don’t want to think 
about it, you don’t speculate, you don’t plan accordingly. You just go 
about your business.” 

Fact is, business is good in Calgary these days, making it easy for the 
players and organization to put the Eichel talk in the rearview mirror. 

“Things are going great for our team right now - we’re playing well, we’re 
enjoying it and we’ve got a great group of guys,” added Tkachuk, who 
said he hasn’t spoken to his American pal, Eichel, lately. 

“He got traded to a division-rival that we’ve had some battles with, and 
I’m sure we’ll have some battles with them coming up soon. That’s just 
part of the business - guys get traded all the time.” 

It was never a secret the Flames had interest in Eichel, dating back to the 
summer when the team began researching the medical dilemma the 
centre faced. 

Ultimately the Flames were comfortable consenting to the replacement 
disk surgery Eichel desired, making them eligible as a potential trade 
partner. 

Alas, the package Vegas offered made the most sense to Adams, whose 
club acquired Alex Tuch, Peyton Krebs, a 2022 first rounder and a 2023 
second rounder in exchange for Eichel and a third rounder. 

The reaction to losing out on Eichel in Calgary was a split between those 
who blamed Treliving for failing to make it happen and those who thought 
he was crazy to pursue the injury superstar in the first place. 

The reality is, Treliving was extremely wary of disrupting his current 
group and deserves credit for balancing that while also trying to capitalize 
on a unique situation involving the type of impact centre the Flames have 
long coveted. 

Things didn’t work out, but nothing ventured, nothing gained. 

Treliving, Tkachuk and the Flames can now continue focusing on building 
off an impressive start that may just keep them in the headlines anyway. 

If they can keep it up, that is. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Early return on investments edition 

 

Emily Sadler 

 

Now that we’re a few weeks into the season, we can start to get a feel for 
who these teams really are, and how off-season transactions are looking. 

Although some general managers were certainly busier than others in the 
summer (we're looking at you, Jim Benning), all of them tackled long to-
do lists ahead of the year. Priorities varied from bringing in fresh faces to 
locking up those already in-house (again, Benning), and the results are 
now starting to trickle in. 

From newly re-signed franchise cornerstones and captains to players 
acquired in free agency and on the trade market, this week's Power 
Rankings highlights one player on each team who's making his GM look 
mighty smart. It's our Early Return On Investments edition. Let's dig in. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (9-0) 

Eight wins in eight starts has new No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen – 
and his undefeated team – atop the standings, and our rankings. His 
numbers so far (1.50 goals against average, .949 save percentage) have 
him on pace for his best statistical season by a mile. 

2. Florida Panthers (8-0-1) 

The 2021-22 season is perhaps Aleksander Barkov’s last as the NHL’s 
biggest bargain at $5.9 million AAV, having signed an eight-year 
extension just before puckdrop on the year. If his five goals and 10 points 
through the first nine games of the season are any indication, the 
Panthers’ $80-million investment is well worth it. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (8-1) 

Nine points in nine games for Zach Hyman, but are we surprised? Not 
one bit – the gritty winger brings the perfect skillset to complement his 
new cast of MVP linemates. 

4. St. Louis Blues (6-1-1) 

He’s had to miss a few games while in COVID-19 protocol, but free 
agency pickup Brandon Saad has already proven to be a strong and 
versatile fit with the club throughout the lineup. 

5. Washington Capitals (5-1-3) 

Five! More! Years! 

6. Calgary Flames (6-1-2) 

Centring the red-hot Flames' most reliable line, Blake Coleman is looking 
like he might just have been the missing piece to get this club moving. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning (5-3-1) 

Getting ahead of the curve by re-signing Brayden Point long before he’s 
due – he’s still playing on his three-year bridge deal this season, with his 
$9.5-million AAV kicking in next year – was GM Julien BriseBoise’s most 
impressive maneuvering this off-season. 

8. Minnesota Wild (6-3-0) 

He may have been slow to light the lamp, but Kirill Kaprizov – 
Minnesota’s new $9.5-million man – is looking more and more like his 
Calder Trophy-winning self. His seven assists through nine games lead 
the team. 

9. New York Rangers (6-2-2) 

From $925,000 to $9.5 million after signing a seven-year extension, 
defenceman Adam Fox looks like he’s once again in Norris form. (And for 
the record, he’s still playing on his ELC. Wild!) 

10. Vegas Golden Knights (4-5-0) 

He’s not playing any time soon, but the answer is still Jack Eichel. 

11. Colorado Avalanche (4-4-1) 

Captain Gabriel Landeskog is here to stay, and his team-leading 10 
points through seven games tells us exactly how he feels about his shiny 
new eight-year deal. 

12. Toronto Maple Leafs (5-4-1) 

New fan favourite Michael Bunting has been everything the Maple Leafs 
need him to be, particularly in some tough days to start the season. He’s 
played just about everywhere, and brings the kind of grit and net-front 
presence the club lost when Zach Hyman went to Edmonton. 

Remaining Time -0:57 
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Bunting grateful for opportunity to play with hometown Maple Leafs 

13. Winnipeg Jets (5-2-2) 

Look away, Canucks fans. Since landing on Winnipeg’s blue line, Nate 
Schmidt has been the Nate Schmidt circa Vegas, not Vancouver. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins (3-3-2) 

Danton Heinen. 

That’s it, that’s the writeup. 

15. Buffalo Sabres (5-3-1) 

Veteran netminder Craig Anderson has been a bit of a revelation in 
Buffalo, but considering the news of the day – the Jack Eichel saga is 
over, at last! – Sabres fans can revel in the return of top prospect Peyton 
Krebs, forward Alex Tuch, a pair of picks, and finally ... closure. 

Remaining Time -1:35 

When can Sabres and fans expect this team to be elite contenders? 

16. New York Islanders (3-2-2) 

Fresh off signing a three-year, $12-million pact and securing the No. 1 
gig on Long Island, Ilya Sorokin is certainly looking like a starter. 
Although his record is a little shaky through seven starts, he’s shown 
flashes of brilliance (including a 42-save shutout against Vegas late last 
month). 

17. Boston Bruins (4-3-0) 

No Tuukka Rask on the roster to start the season brought questions in 
the crease, but with a 3-1 record, a decent 2.23 GAA and .927 SV% 
through his first four games, former Sabre Linus Ullmark is showing 
Boston he might be their answer. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets (6-3-0) 

Looks like we might have that rare, wonderful, win-win one-for-one trade 
here between Columbus and Philadelphia. While Cam Atkinson thrives 
with the Flyers, Jakub Voracek is also looking revitalized by his new 
surroundings. The 32-year-old is averaging a point per game with a 
team-leading nine assists. 

19. New Jersey Devils (4-3-1) 

The top prize of the 2021 off-season, Dougie Hamilton, looks right at 
home on the Devils’ blue line, and is producing accordingly. He leads the 
team in assists (four) and his six points has him part of a three-way tie for 
top spot. 

20. San Jose Sharks (6-3-0) 

The Sharks have two new faces in net in James Reimer (free agency) 
and Adin Hill (trade), but it’s Reimer who’s standing out early in the 
season. The veteran has won three of his four starts this season, posting 
an impressive 1.54 goals-against average and .950 save percentage – 
numbers good enough to place him just behind the league’s top 
performer, Frederik Andersen. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers (5-2-1) 

Cam Atkinson, who landed in Philadelphia as one half of the one-for-one 
deal that sent Jakob Voracek to Columbus, looks right at home in the 
Flyers’ top six, leading the club in goals (six) through eight games and 
sitting third in points, with seven. 

22. Nashville Predators (5-5-0) 

He’s twice flirted with free agency, and twice landed back in Nashville. 
Now, we’re finally seeing the Mikael Granlund we expected when he was 
traded to the Predators in 2018-19. Since signing a four-year, $20-million 
pact, he’s put up a pair of goals and eight points in 10 games. 

23. Dallas Stars (3-4-2) 

First, he set the market for this year’s group of generational d-men with 
his eight-year extension. Now, Miro Heiskanen is setting the scoring pace 
in Dallas – his seven points through nine games gives him the team lead, 
and his trio of power-play points should have opponents nervous. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (4-4-2) 

Bending our own rules here, but ... fresh off signing his entry-level deal in 
the spring, 2020 first-rounder Lucas Raymond is already playing like a 
veteran – his four goals in 10 games place him second on the team, and 
his nine points have him tied for first. 

25. Vancouver Canucks (4-5-1) 

Jim Benning had the busiest of off-seasons, and while newly re-signed 
Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson are putting up points as expected, 
it’s trade target Conor Garland who’s making the GM look like a genius. 

26. Anaheim Ducks (4-4-3) 

Re-signing longtime captain Ryan Getzlaf wasn’t just good for the locker 
room leadership – the 36-year-old is piling up the points like he’s 26, and 
currently has himself a four-game, six-point streak going. 

27. Los Angeles Kings (4-5-1) 

Phillip Danault isn’t one to show up a ton on the scoresheet, but his 
impact down the middle of L.A. is certainly being felt. 

28. Ottawa Senators (3-5-1) 

With a goal and six points through nine games so far, veteran addition 
Tyler Ennis, who signed a one-year deal worth $900,000 in October, is 
already just three points shy of last season's totals with Edmonton. 

29. Seattle Kraken (3-6-1) 

On a team full of new additions, it’s *checks notes* Brandon Tanev who’s 
captured the hearts of the Kraken – and not just because of his team-
leading six goals. 

30. Montreal Canadiens (3-8-0) 

Not much is going right offensively for the Canadiens, who are averaging 
just two goals per game (29th league-wide) through their first 11 games. 
But newcomer Mike Hoffman, who signed a three-year, $13.5-million 
pact in July, is easing the struggle. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks (1-8-2) 

Seth Jones has made an immediate impact on Chicago’s blue line, but 
there’s still plenty of work to be done around him. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (0-9-1) 

With five assists to his name, former Flyer Shayne Gostisbehere has 
been looking more like his old self through his first 10 games in the 
desert. His play has been one of just a few bright spots for Arizona. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing which NHL defencemen are the best puck 
movers in the game 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

In today’s NHL, most teams are vying to have a more mobile defence 
corps with the simple idea that an opponent can’t generate offence if they 
don’t have the puck. So once a team regains possession and shifts from 
defence to offence, they have to get the puck out of their own zone and 
this falls logically to defencemen. But there are lots of different ways to 
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accomplish this task, and there are varying results that can come from it, 
too. 

So let’s look at who in the NHL is contributing to moving play out of the 
defensive zone and transitioning their team to offensive effort. 

Getting out of the defensive zone 

In terms of who’s leading the pack in these kinds of skills today, Ian Cole 
leads all defenders at 5-on-5 in attempted dump-outs, while Ryan Ellis (in 
a limited sample of just three games played prior to sustaining injury) has 
the highest rate of successful attempts. But Cam Fowler in Anaheim has 
the best success rate, as almost 96 per cent of his attempts have 
effectively exited the zone. 

When exploring the best puck movers, though, we generally think of 
possession plays such as a defender either passing the puck over the 
blue line or carrying it out, and define those as "controlled exits." 

The leaders there? Rookie Bowen Byram has successfully passed the 
puck out of Colorado's defensive zone at the highest rate of all defenders 
at 5.49 per 60 minutes of play, with Morgan Rielly (4.66) and Zach 
Werenski (4.39) following behind him. 

And when it comes to skating the puck out of the defensive zone, which 
defenders are doing this the most? 

Erik Karlsson’s 19.8 carry out attempts per 60 lead all defencemen and 
there is a margin of 3.6 attempts between him and the next best in John 
Klingberg. 

Karlsson’s high rate of carry-outs bests any defender’s total controlled 
breakouts between both carries and passes. Roman Josi, who ranks in 
the top-five in both categories, is second with 17.5 total attempts per 60. 
John Klingberg, who relies more heavily on skating the puck out himself, 
currently is third. 

Bringing the puck out of the defensive end is just one part of the 
equation, of course. Ideally, it helps spark a play and connects to a 
scoring sequence. Josi leads the league with the highest rate of 
controlled exits followed by a successful play, which accounts for 92.5 
per cent of those attempts. In San Jose, Karlsson ranks second, although 
a lower percentage of his total controlled exits (76.3 per cent) lead to a 
play. Jake Walman (in limited third pair minutes in seven games), 
Klingberg, and Rielly, round out the top-five. 

Bringing the puck into the offensive zone 

Not only is Josi one of the best at crossing the defensive blue line with 
possession, but he has a knack for carrying it into the offensive zone as 
well. At 5-on-5 he leads all defenders with a rate of 9.57 carry-ins per 60. 

Two former NCAA defenders, who both were in the Norris conversation 
last year during their sophomore seasons, finish next in Cale Makar (6.73 
carry-ins per 60) and Adam Fox (6.52). 

Similarly to the defensive end, there’s more to just crossing the blue line. 
Makar (4.63 per 60) and Josi (4.62) are neck-and-neck in carry-in rates 
that are followed by a successful play. Makar’s teammate, Byram, isn’t 
far behind, either. 

To get even more specific than just a successful play, we can also look at 
which carry-ins are followed by a shot on goal. Once again, Josi rates the 
highest (3.96 per 60), with Walman of the Blues (2.86), and the Devils’ 
off-season addition Dougie Hamilton (2.80) coming next. 

Not all shots are created equally, though. That brings us to scoring 
chances. The Predators’ No. 1 defender reigns supreme here too, with a 
rate of 3.73 carry-ins per 60 minutes that lead to a scoring chance. Adam 
Fox (2.90) and Dmitry Orlov round out the top three. 

Possession entries aren’t all carry-ins, though. (However, it’s worth 
noting that there’s a much lower rate of passing entries among 
defenders). So when combining the two for total controlled entries, 
unsurprisingly Josi finishes at the top with 9.57 controlled entries per 60. 
Makar (6.73) and Fox (6.52) who rate so well in carry-ins still finish in the 

top-five, while two Stars round out that group in Miro Heiskanen (6.72) 
and Klingberg (6.20). 

Setting up Shots 

Aside from transitional play, we can also analyze which defenders are 
the best at moving the puck to help create shots. Ryan Stimson has done 
extensive work, starting with The Passing Project, to show the value and 
repeatability of primary shot assists to help predictive future scoring. 

Fox, the reigning Norris winner, leads all defenders in primary shot 
assists, meaning his passes directly lead to a number of shot attempts. 
His 67 primary passes, when weighing his ice time, equate to a league-
leading rate of 16.33 per 60. 

Fox, who also rates well in zone entries, may not have a lot to ‘show for 
it’ with just one primary assist on the season at 5-on-5, but the more his 
teammates work on their finishing -- an area they’ve lacked relative to 
their expected goals -- that should change soon. 

Following Fox is Toronto defender Rasmus Sandin with 15.18 primary 
passes per 60. His raw total is two shy of teammate Rielly (50), but the 
differences in their ice time -- from third pair usage to top pair -- help 
weigh that difference. Sandin also just trails his teammates in points to 
show for his efforts with two primary helpers to Rielly’s three. 

Jared Spurgeon, Neal Pionk, and Quinn Hughes round out the top-five 
defenders for directly setting up their teammates' shots with their puck 
moment. 

As we noted before, shots aren’t created equally. And one way to try to 
improve the quality of a teammate’s shot attempt is threading the puck to 
the slot. No defender has attempted that more than Klingberg, with 10.3 
pass attempts to the slot per 60. Josi finds himself near the top once 
more when talking about puck distribution (8.91 attempts per 60). 
Thomas Chabot, Victor Hedman, and Sami Niku complete the top-five. 

Three players who find themselves in the top-10 in primary shot assists 
are also in the top-10 for passes to the slot: Sandin (6.67 per 60, sixth), 
Rielly (6.65, seventh), and Fox (6.52, ninth). 

Not all attempts are successful, though. Mikhail Sergachev jumps ahead 
with successful passes to the slot with 4.47 per 60. Josi, again, comes in 
second, followed by some new names to this conversation in Sean 
Walker and Mark Friedman, with Niku once again coming in fifth. 

On the other hand, Kevin Connauton leads all defenders with a perfect 
success rate in passes off the rush. Josi’s passing lands him in second, 
while Makar, Spurgeon, and Darnell Nurse come next. 

Another pass defenders can tee up their teammates for to create a 
quality chance can precede a one-timer attempt. Through his 59 minutes 
of play, Timothy Lilegren leads in successful one-timer passes. Brandon 
Montour, Fox, Spurgeon, and Rielly all have thread their teammates for 
that shot, too. 

All data is at 5-on-5 via Sportlogiq, collected prior to Wednesday night’s 
matchups. 
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TSN.CA / Everything falling back into place for Matthews 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs (optional) and Tampa Bay Lightning skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Thursday.  
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For the first time since returning from wrist surgery, Auston Matthews 
scored using his patented wrist shot.  

"One of his signature shots and goals," observed coach Sheldon Keefe 
of the Tuesday-night tally.  

It was an important moment for the reigning Rocket Richard Trophy 
winner and his teammates.  

"It's, like, okay, here we go, things are starting to fall back into place," 
said Keefe. "I think there's a level of comfort within that and positivity and 
the confidence of the team grows with it."  

Pierre Engvall could feel the buzz on the bench in the moments after 
Matthews scored his first of two goals against the Golden Knights.  

"It felt really good," Engvall said. "You could see on Matthews too, the 
smile it put on his face when he scored. That was huge for the team." 

Matthews is now up to three goals in seven games this season.  

"It's nice to see it's finally going in for him," noted linemate Michael 
Bunting, "and now I'm sure he's going to keep that rolling. I'm sure he's 
coming in with a lot more confidence today. I'm excited to see him play."  

The shots have certainly been there for Matthews this season. He has 
fired 31 pucks on net or 4.4 per game. Last season, he averaged 4.3 per 
game, which trailed only Nathan MacKinnon. 

"So many players in today's game have that pass-first mentality, he 
doesn't, and I think that's a gift," Tampa coach Jon Cooper said. "His 
ability to shoot from different angles, shoot from his feet, shoot from 
outside, it's a unique skill and he's probably the best at it." 

Matthews scored 41 goals in just 52 games last season. He produced 47 
in 70 games before the pandemic halted the 2019-20 regular season.  

"He's been screwed [out of] a couple 50-goal seasons with COVID and 
the scheduling," said Lightning captain Steven Stamkos. "His release is 
top notch. It's amazing." 

Stamkos is the last NHLer to reach the 60-goal milestone, having 
accomplished the feat in 2011-12. Ovechkin is the only other player to hit 
that mark in the salary cap era (65 goals in 2007-08).  

If Matthews scores at his rate from last season (0.78 goals per game) 
over the final 72 games of this year, he will join that elite club with exactly 
60 goals.  

"I definitely think he's probably next on the list to score 60 in this league 
just based on what he's done the past couple years," Stamkos said. 

On Tuesday, Matthews recorded his 40th multi-goal game in the NHL. 
Per the Elias Sports Bureau, the only player with as many multi-goal 
games since 2016-17 is Washington's Alex Ovechkin (43). 

Stamkos says Matthews is 'probably next on the list to score 60' 

With two goals against the Vegas Golden Knights, Auston Matthews got 
back on the scoresheet in a big way as his low shooting percentage 
begins to creep back to his career average. Sheldon Keefe, Pierre 
Engvall, and Michael Bunting all spoke about the reigning Rocket 
Richard winner and his return to form. 

--- 

The road will be a lot easier for Matthews if Toronto's top power-play unit 
gets on a roll. His classic wrist-shot tally on Tuesday came with the Leafs 
on the man advantage and it was the first goal for that unit since 
Matthews returned.  

"I just liked the way that they worked off of the puck," said Keefe of the 
quintet of Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander, John Tavares and 
Morgan Rielly. 

"They shot the puck and created some loose-puck scenarios where they 
had to compete and find ways to get it back. You fall out of structure 

sometimes doing that and that in and of itself can sometimes create 
opportunities while the other team is a little disoriented. That is really how 
we scored. [Vegas] didn't get back into their structure quickly enough, we 
were able to make a play and find a seam. When their penalty killer 
made a mistake, it opened up the seam to Auston. We capitalized on it. 
The biggest thing was just the way they worked and competed on it."  

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 4, 2021 

--- 

Stamkos has five goals through nine games this season making this his 
best start since 2016-17 when he had six goals through nine games. 

"Well, not to be captain obvious, but he's healed," Cooper pointed out. 
"When you have some of the injuries he's had, it can cloud your mind 
and when you come back from them you're questioning exactly what you 
can do, what you're capable of doing and, at times, you're playing a little 
defensively because you don't want to get hurt again. He had a summer 
to heal. He comes into camp in great shape, and he's just taken off from 
there. You can see that he's playing without reservation, and it's really 
helped his game. When Stammer's in that mode, good things can 
happen." 

"It's just waking up and your body feeling somewhat good instead of the 
opposite," Stamkos explained. "It's training too, in the summer, being 
able to do things that you haven't been able to do."  

Stamkos, who hasn't played a full season since 2017-18, has excelled 
this year despite moving back to the centre spot.  

"I hadn't played there in a couple years, so a little bit of an adjustment 
period," the 31-year-old said, "just getting to different areas of the ice. I'm 
feeling good. I'm feeling confident in that position."  

Surging Stamkos pumped to play in front of Toronto fans again 

With five goals and seven assists in nine games, Steven Stamkos is off 
to a hot start for the Tampa Bay Lightning and head coach Jon Cooper 
offered a simple solution for Stamkos' strong play: He's healthy. Stamkos 
also spoke about what it means to be back in front of a crowd in his 
home town. 

 --- 

Bunting has fit in well in the four games he's played on Toronto's top line 
alongside Matthews and Nylander.  

"I just try to play my game," the 26-year-old rookie said. "I just try to play 
hard on the forecheck, force turnovers and get the puck into their hands. 
I just try to get to the net and try to get in the way of the goalie and play a 
simple game. That's all I'm trying to do, and I feel like I'm doing a pretty 
good job right now."  

Bunting's determination to get to the net is the big reason why he's 
scored 13 goals in his last 31 NHL games.  

The pride of Scarborough, Ont. is one of a handful of Leaf regulars who 
always takes the ice for the optional morning skate. And he always stays 
out late to do some in-tight work.  

"That's my home," Bunting said. "That's where I play is in front of the net, 
so I got to master my skill there and to be able to whack those free pucks 
in. So, any time I can practice that, I try to do that." 

Manny Malhotra passes pucks to Bunting, who's stationed at the top of 
the crease. The assistant coach will often bounce the puck off the side of 
the net so Bunting can play the carom.  

"Each angle that we try, there's different shots that have a higher 
percentage of going in," Bunting said. "I try and get it up high and tight as 
quick as I can." 

    Michael Bunting in his office … working on playing weird bounces off 
the side of the net pic.twitter.com/ZUrEcMeUqT 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) October 30, 2021 
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Bunting keeps tabs on Philadelphia's James van Riemsdyk and Tampa's 
Corey Perry, who he considers net-front experts. 

"Any time those guys are playing I watch and see if I can pick up 
anything," he said. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Bunting working on his bunt shots 

Scarborough-native Michael Bunting has endeared himself to the fans in 
Toronto with his hard-working gaming so far and he's working to add to 
his arsenal. Bunting practiced deflecting pucks and working in tight to the 
net on the power play with Leafs' assistant coach Manny Malholtra at 
practice. He spoke about who he looks to for inspiration when working in 
front of the net. 

--- 

Engvall was asked about going up against fellow Swede Victor Hedman.  

"He's probably a top-five defender in the league both defensively and 
offensively," Engvall noted. "I'm going to try and beat him wide. That's 
probably my best shot." 

The speedy winger speaks from experience. He blew past Hedman 
during a game in Tampa on Feb. 25, 2020.  

"I've done it once before, so I'll try to do it again," Engvall said with a 
smile. "I think it was on the PK during my first season up. I mean, he's 
fast. He's a good skater too, but that's probably the best shot to beat 
him." 

    Pierre Engvall walks Victor Hedman pic.twitter.com/CWJXnSTRcK 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 26, 2020 

--- 

Travis Dermott blocked a shot off his foot during Tuesday's game against 
Vegas and missed Wednesday's practice, but the defenceman was back 
on the ice at Thursday's morning skate.  

"Dermott is going to be a game-time decision so that would be the only 
potential change," Keefe said of his lineup. "He skated this morning, 
which is obviously a positive sign compared to where he was yesterday." 

If Dermott is unable to play, Justin Holl will get back in after sitting out the 
past two games as a healthy scratch.  

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 4, 2021 

The team recalled defenceman Kristians Rubins from the American 
Hockey League on Thursday. 

"It's an insurance call-up," Keefe explained. "But he's a guy we brought 
up for a reason. He's played well with the Marlies, had a great camp with 
us, and we like him a lot, so it's a good chance to get him up and spend 
the day.  

The 23-year-old Latvian has three points in six games with the Marlies 
this season. 

"The first thing that stands out, of course, is his size [6-foot-5, 227 
pounds], but he moves well with his size and offensively has good 
instincts, can move the puck," said Keefe. "As he's matured and evolved 
as a pro, I see him really recognizing how valuable it is to defend hard 
and be physical ... He's adding different layers to his game physically and 
in how he defends and that is making him a legitimate NHL prospect."  

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for tonight's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Dermott  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Campbell starts  

Mrazek  

Lines at Lightning morning skate:  

Cirelli - Point - Killorn 

Palat - Stamkos - Barre-Boulet  

Maroon - Colton - Perry 

Joseph - Bellemare - Raddysh  

Hedman - Rutta 

McDonagh - Cernak 

Sergachev - Foote 

Vasilevskiy starts 
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TSN.CA / Ottawa Senators appear to have a gem in Artem Zub 

 

Travis Yost 

 

He has just 56 games of National Hockey League experience, but 
Ottawa Senators defenceman Artem Zub is starting to look like one of the 
best diamond-in-the-rough finds in recent years. 

Pierre Dorion signed Zub – a 26-year-old undrafted defenceman – to a 
one-year deal last season, taking a chance on the player after his 
breakout 2019-20 season with SKA Saint Petersburg in the KHL. 

Zub played 47 games on his entry-level contract, and quite frankly was 
one of the few bright spots on an otherwise poor Senators team. A 
combination of skill and poise, Zub introduced some credibility to a 
blueline that has been gutted during the team’s lengthy rebuild. 

Dorion doubled down early on Zub, betting that last year’s stretch of 
impressive games wasn’t a fluke. Although no one is going to make 
sweeping conclusions over a player in the early stages of his second 
season, Dorion’s bet looks like it’s paying off again. 

Paired with minute-muncher Thomas Chabot, the Senators have been 
able to form one of the best defensive pairings in the National Hockey 
League. 

Zub’s performance has made him a favourite of sorts for head coach D.J. 
Smith – if you use deployment as a barometer for how a coach feels 
about a player, it’s safe to say he loves what the Russian defender is 
bringing in all three zones: 

Zub is averaging about 22 minutes a night this season, which puts him 
top 10 in the league. Some of this is because the rest of the Senators 
defensive pairings are, to be kind, a work in progress. But when you are 
sandwiched between names like Brent Burns, Alex Pietrangelo, Roman 
Josi, and Jeff Petry, it’s not entirely by mistake. 

It’s also worth noting that Zub is four goals and three expected goals 
better than the opposition this season on a team that’s minus six goals 
and minus two expected goals, respectively. 
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Ottawa has a reason to force-feed this pairing the minutes they’re 
earning, and it’s not just because of concerns with the second and third-
pair. If you compare the Zub and Chabot pairing to other great defensive 
duos around the league, you see they stack up incredibly well: 

Over just a couple hundred of minutes, rate-goal scoring will experience 
high rates of volatility – either through wild swings in shooting 
percentage, or save percentage, or a combination of the two. Expected 
goals allow us to focus on three key components: 

- How the pairings are driving play and creating territorial advantages. 

- The volume and lethality of the shots generated in the offensive zone. 

- The volume and lethality of the shots generated in the defensive zone. 

Through the first month of the season, only the Josi and Dante Fabbro 
pairing in Nashville has been able to post better expected goal numbers. 
More telling are the pairings who are trailing in performance – pairings 
ripe with household names and who carry reputations as some of the 
best in the business. 

For Ottawa, it’s a beautiful help-us-help-you situation. The Senators 
struggled for years finding a quality partner for the Norris Trophy-winning 
Erik Karlsson, finally landing on a complementary defensive player in 
Marc Methot. The Senators have similarly struggled finding an option for 
their de facto Karlsson replacement in Chabot. 

Zub is starting to look like the answer. But calling him a complementary 
player may be understating just how good he has been for the team over 
his first two seasons. And if the Senators have walked into a bona fide 
top-end pairing, they have answered one of the most critical questions 
this multi-year rebuild posed. 
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TSN.CA / USA Hockey to contact families whose children attended camp 
staffed by Aldrich 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Westhead on allegation Fehr, NHLPA doctor failed to warn USA Hockey 
about Aldrich 

USA Hockey is planning to contact the families of players who attended 
development camps and training sessions staffed by former Chicago 
Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich, a spokesman said, after TSN 
asked the governing body for U.S. amateur hockey about Aldrich’s role at 
a week-long hockey camp in 2008. 

Aldrich was one of the U-14 coaches at a USA Hockey camp in 
Rochester, NY, that ran July 12-18, 2008. The camp had about 100 
attendees who stayed with coaches in a dormitory, said a person familiar 
with the matter. 

“We are in the process of collecting the contact information for all of the 
family members of players who attended camps where Brad Aldrich 
coached,” USA Hockey spokesman Dave Fischer said in a brief phone 
interview. 

Fischer said the federation plans to advise families about how they can 
go about making abuse reports and what counselling services are 
available to them. He did not respond to a follow-up question by email 
about why USA Hockey did not contact families after Aldrich was 
convicted of sexually assaulting a teenager in 2014.  

Aldrich was allowed to resign from the Blackhawks in the summer of 
2010 after two seasons as a video coach with the NHL team after Kyle 

Beach reported to Blackhawks management that he had been sexually 
assaulted by Aldrich. 

Aldrich moved on to work in the hockey department at Miami University 
in 2012, where he allegedly assaulted two men, according to a recent 
independent investigation commissioned by the school. 

In 2013, he pleaded guilty of fourth degree criminal sexual conduct 
involving a minor and later was sentenced to nine months in jail and 60 
months’ probation for abusing a then-16-year-old high school hockey 
player in Houghton, Mich. 

Aldrich worked as a video coordinator for the University of Notre Dame’s 
hockey program from 2006-08.  

He started working for USA Hockey’s national development camps in 
2005 as a coach for the U-14, U-15 and U-17 programs, according to a 
resume Aldrich provided Miami University in 2012. 
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USA TODAY / Buffalo Sabres trade Jack Eichel to Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

The Buffalo Sabres traded center Jack Eichel to the Vegas Golden 
Knights, the team confirmed Thursday. 

TSN was the first to report the trade.  

Buffalo will receive top prospect forward Peyton Krebs, forward Alex 
Tuch, plus a first round pick in 2022 and a 2023 third round pick in return.  

"We are getting a player that I think is one of the top players in the 
league. He’s in the prime of his career. It addresses a need in our 
organization. When you look at what a contending team should look like, 
he’s a big part of that," Golden Knights general manager Kelly 
McCrimmon said. 

The Calgary Flames were also reportedly in play to acquire Eichel before 
this move to Vegas. 

The 25-year old Eichel has not played this season due to a herniated 
disk in his neck, but has resisted surgery. The Sabres want Eichel to 
undergo a fusion surgery, while Eichel's camp prefer he get a disk 
replacement procedure.  

Eichel is on the team's injured reserve list after failing a physical and also 
had captaincy taken away before the season.  

He was the No. 2 pick overall by Buffalo in the 2015 NHL draft and is in 
middle of an eight-year, $80 million deal.  

In 375 career games, Eichel has 139 goals, 216 assists and 355 points.  
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