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With NHL history in sight, Hurricanes say their win streak is ‘not really that big a deal’ 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said he didn’t know 
and didn’t want to know. 

Asked Friday about the NHL record for most wins to start a 
season, Staal didn’t care to guess, saying simply, “We’re just 
going to try to keep winning.” 

The Hurricanes are 9-0 and the only team in the NHL without 
a loss. The NHL record is 10 opening wins, first set by the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in 1993-94, and matched by the Buffalo 
Sabres in 2006-07. 

The Canes can join the Leafs and Sabres with a win 
Saturday against Florida. But it’s a road game, against a 
Panthers team that leads the Atlantic Division, won its first 
eight games and is 9-0-1 — the league’s second-best record 
— after a 5-4 overtime win Thursday against the Washington 
Capitals. 

Few players had better games against the Panthers last 
season than Canes center Vincent Trocheck. Traded to the 
Canes by the Panthers in February 2020, he had six goals 
and three assists in eight Central Division games against 
Florida in the 2021 pandemic season. 

Now, a piece of NHL history is on the line, and an unbeaten 
record. 

“To get the competitive juices going, this is why you play 
hockey,” Trocheck said Friday. “To play against a team that’s 
one of the best in the league and challenge us a little bit is 
awesome, a lot of fun. It’ll be a fun game.” 

The Canes will be missing defenseman Brett Pesce and 
forward Nino Niederreiter, both out with lower-body injuries. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that Pesce, 
injured Wednesday against the Chicago Blackhawks after he 
crashed into the boards, was “week-to-week.” 

Niederreiter was hurt Oct. 29 against Chicago and missed 
the past two games. Brind’Amour said Niederreiter was 
“feeling well and doing better” but would miss the road trip 
and games against Florida and Tampa Bay. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis has jumped into the lineup to 
replace Niederreiter and has a goal and assist in his first two 
NHL games. Defenseman Brendan Smith, obtained in the 
offseason, will get his first start with the Canes on Saturday -
- Smith was paired with Ian Cole in practice Friday as Tony 
DeAngelo took over Pesce’s spot opposite Brady Skjei. 

The 9-0 start is something not discussed in the locker room 
or among the players, Staal said. 

“It is a cliche but it’s really one game at a time and we’re 
trying to just bank points,” he said. “It’s a good thing 
obviously but it’s not talked about.” 

Brind’Amour, for one, did know the answer for the most-wins 
question. 

“I may have seen this and may be cheating but I thought it 
was 10,” he said. “Am I right?” 

Told he was correct, Brind’Amour said, “Whatever, no one 
cares, right? At the end of the day that’s not really that big a 
deal.” 

Carolina Hurricanes winning streak 

1: Hurricanes 6, NY Islanders 3 

PNC Arena, Oct. 14 

Opening night for the Canes, with the N.C. State Fair opeing 
up across the street. It was festive and fun for the sellout 
crowd as Andrei Svechnov had two goals and an assist and 
goalie Frederik Andersen won his first start with his new 
team with 25 saves. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “They would probably say 
they gave up too much and I thought we gave up a little too 
much. But it was an exciting game.” 

2: Hurricanes 3, Nashville Predators 2 

Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Oct. 16 

The Canes’ first road game. Andersen stepped it up with 38 
saves and Svechnikov gave the Canes a 2-1 lead with six 
minutes left in regulation. Teuvo Teravainen’s empty-net goal 
was the difference when Filip Forsberg scored a late goal for 
Nashville. 

Brind’Amour: “I haven’t seen a lot of games in the three 
years I’ve been doing this where clearly the goaltender was 
the reason we won or we needed him to. We didn’t play a 
very good game in front of him, but he came up huge.” 

3: Hurricanes 4, Montreal Canadiens 1 

Bell Centre, Montreal, Oct. 21 

Habs fans booed Kesperi Kotkaniemi every time the forward 
touched the puck. All he did was smile and score a goal. 
Sebastian Aho also scored twice. Kotkaniemi came to the 
Canes after Montreal did not match an offer sheet by 
Carolina to the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL draft. 

Brind’Amour: “I think he expected that kind of reaction. It’s 
just the way it is. So he answered that the best way he 
could.” 

4: Hurricanes 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 

Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Oct. 23 

The Canes won a third road game as Vincent Trocheck 
scored twice and Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast each added 
goals. Andersen ran his record to 4-0 with 27 saves in a 
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complete-game team win. The Nationwide Arena cannon 
was quiet much of the night. 

Columbus coach Brad Larsen: “They make you make plays. 
You have to be on your game against them, you can’t give 
them anything free. There’s not a lot of holes in that team.” 

5: Hurricanes 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 1 

PNC Arena, Oct. 25 

This time it was Andersen’s turn to face his former team, but 
on his new home ice, and he had 24 saves. Svechnikov and 
Aho each scored again and the game-winning goal came 
from fourth-line winger Steven Lorentz. 

Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe: “Despite the fact we 
competed at a higher level that was required in the game, it’s 
still not to the level necessary to be able to compete with a 
team like that. That’s the hardest game we’ve played this 
season by a wide margin.” 

6: Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 0 

PNC Arena, Oct. 28 

Payback time, at least a little, as the Canes set a franchise 
record with their 6-0 start to the season. The Bruins 
dispatched Carolina from the 2019 and 2020 Stanley Cup 
playoffs. Andersen had 33 saves and also registered an 
assist while the Canes were 5-5 on the penalty kill. 

Frederik Andersen: “I’m just happy to be winning. That’s our 
goal every night and that’s what matters.” 

7: Hurricanes 6, Chicago Blackhawks 3 

PNC Arena, Oct. 29. 

Goalie Antti Raanta made his first start for the Canes but it 
was defenseman Tony DeAngelo who shook things up. 
DeAngelo had a goal, assist and a fight with Reese Johnson 
for the so-called “Gordie Howe hat trick.” The Canes scored 
four goals in the second period. 

Brind’Amour: “It wasn’t a very fun game to coach. It didn’t 
have any flow, but we had done enough damage to get 
ahead and kind of just get through it.” 

8: Hurricanes 2, Arizona Coyotes 1 

PNC Arena, Oct. 31 

It was a Halloween matinee as the Canes ended an 
unbeaten October. Andersen, later named the NHL’s third 
star of the month, earned his seventh win. Forward Seth 
Jarvis made his NHL debut and assisted on Brett Pesce’s 
power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation that was the 
winner. 

Pesce: “Right now, we’re oozing confidence. We believe we 
can win every game we’re in. That’s a big factor.” 

9: Hurricanes 4, Chicago Blackhawks 3 

United Center, Nov. 3 

The Canes opened November with a comeback win. With 
the Canes trailing 3-1 in the second period, Jarvis scored his 
first NHL goal, beating Marc-Andre Fleury. Jesper Fast tied 
the score 17 seconds into the third and Martin Necas gave 
the Canes the lead three minutes later as Andersen won 
again. 

Seth Jarvis: “It’s nice to get one, especially against Marc-
Andre Fleury. I grew up watching him and idolizing him, so to 
get one against him means a little bit more.”
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Mailbag: Ready Four The Weekend 

Questions from the Canes Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - Happy Friday, everyone. 

The team is 9-0-0 and there is no shortage of things to 
discuss. I appreciate each and every one of you bringing the 
heat on Twitter to help me out with this as well. Most weeks I 
like to go in-depth with some of the answers, this week I 
went a bit rapid-fire style. 

A crucial visit to the Sunshine State awaits, so let's get down 
to business as we send you into the weekend accordingly. 

Do the games Jarvis has spent scratched count as his nine 
games on his entry-level contract? Or is he just going to stay 
up anyways? - @rynomc930 

Good question that will hopefully help educate some others 
too, Ryan. It is only the games that Seth plays in that count 
toward his nine. When he reaches his ninth played game, 
that's when upper management will have to make the tough 
decision. 

Is Seth Jarvis' WHL career done? - @TomWileman7 

Way too soon to tell. It's exciting to see so many people 
interested in the young man's start, but it's also important to 
keep a level head. Two games is far too few to definitively 
say yes or no. 

What happens to Jarvis when Nino comes back from his 
injury? Jarvis has earned his spot on this team but how can 
the Canes make that happen? - @kniftyknitter2 

Too soon to tell on all accounts there, too. 

Seth Jarvis? - @CanesProspects 

Seth Jarvis. 

Felt like the Canes would try a goalie by committee setup at 
the beginning of the year, swapping goalies frequently to 
keep them fresh. Has Freddie's solid play changed that? - 
@fultonator 

Yes, exactly that. 

Just a comment. I've seen some critics say that the Canes 
have benefitted from a soft schedule and a 9-0 start is not as 
impressive as it sounds. So do you have any predictions on 
the next four games? They could easily lose one or two. But 
still a great team. - @wRaldri 

First things first, a reminder to be careful who you pay 
attention to. Critics are exactly that; critics. No predictions 
from me. I, hopefully like many, am just trying to enjoy and 
appreciate the team's great start. There's no denying that 
teams like Arizona and Chicago are off to rough starts, but 
the schedule is made during the summer and not on a 
playoff-like basis. 

It seems like Aho is always close to, and/or actually getting a 
lot of shorthanded goals. Why is it that he always seems to 
be the one stuffing them in? -@packersowner87 

This is a great observation, Matt. Similar to yourself, I believe 
it's Sebastian's awareness that often has him in a good 
position while killing penalties. He always seems to be 
thinking ahead while he is out there when down a man. He's 
reading what the opposing team's setup is, projecting where 
the next pass may go and sometimes cashing in when the 
other team commits a mistake. Add in his hustle mixed with 
his skill, he's a tremendous player to watch when the Canes 
have a man in the box.
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Preview: Canes at Panthers 

Eastern Conference powerhouses set to meet for Saturday 
showdown 

By Walt Ruff 

SUNRISE, FL. - The Carolina Hurricanes have come out on 
top in all nine tests they've been handed thus far this season. 
Saturday evening provides their firmest test yet though, 
leaders of the other Eastern Conference division, the 9-0-1 
Florida Panthers. 

When: Saturday, November 6, 6 p.m. 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 9-0-0 (18 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Win vs. the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Wednesday, November 3. 

Panthers Record: 9-0-1 (19 Points, 1st - Atlantic Division) 

Panthers Last Game: 5-4 Win (OT) vs. the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday, November 4. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES 

Early Season #1 vs. #2: Any way you slice it, tonight the two 
best teams in the NHL go head-to-head. The Canes are the 
last undefeated team in the NHL, while the Panthers lone 
loss came in a shootout last Saturday night against Boston. 
There is structure and firepower to both sides, presenting a 
multitude of areas to watch when the puck drops. Among 
them, the Panthers 41 goals scored is the most in the NHL, 
while the Hurricanes 15 goals allowed is the fewest in the 
league. Make no mistake though, this is not a test of the best 
offensive team against the best defensive club. The Panthers 
goal differential of +19 ranks second in the entire league, 
second only to, you guessed it, Carolina (+22). 

According to NHL Stats, tonight's meeting marks the first 
time in NHL history two teams with a win percentage of at 
least .890 have met at least nine games into the season. 

Top Dogs In Net: While each team's respective goaltender 
for tonight has yet to be announced, each team touts a 
netminder that could present us with another battle of #1 vs. 
#2. Frederik Andersen of the Canes leads all league 
backstops with his .949 save percentage (SV%) and coming 
in just .001 behind him is Sergei Bobrovsky of Florida. 

Big Threes: Both teams enter tonight with two dynamic 
forwards and a defenseman each as the club's top three 
scorers. For Florida, Jonathan Huberdeau (3-9-
12),  Aleksander Barkov (7-5-12) and Aaron Ekblad (4-6-10) 
all come in at a point-per-game or greater, while on the 
Carolina side, Andrei Svechnikov (7-6-13), Sebastian Aho (5-
6-11) and Tony DeAngelo (2-8-10) pace the bunch. 

A Chance At More History: A win tonight would make this 
year's Hurricanes team just the third in the history of the NHL 
to open a season with ten straight wins. Completed by only 
the 1993-94 Toronto Maple Leafs and the 2006-07 Buffalo 
Sabres, the Canes currently sit tied with the 2015-16 
Montreal Canadiens for their nine straight. 

Missing Pieces: The Hurricanes will enter tonight missing two 
integral pieces of their lineup, forward Nino Niederreiter and 
defenseman Brett Pesce. Niederreiter left last Friday's game 
against Chicago with a lower-body injury and has yet to 
return, while the American-born defender did not return for 
the third period of Wednesday's win over the Blackhawks. 
Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour shared at Friday's practice 
that neither would be on the trip. 

Going Streaking: Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
currently has a four-game point streak (2-4-6) entering 
tonight's battle. 

Milestone Watch: Forward Teuvo Teravainen needs two 
goals to reach 100 in the NHL. Antti Raanta's next game 
played will be his 200th in the league. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters this evening.
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Hurricanes-Panthers, Red Wings-Golden Knights highlight weekend schedule 

NHL Network, ESPN analyst Weekes picks games to watch 

By Kevin Weekes 

Each Friday, NHL Network and ESPN analyst Kevin Weekes 
will provide readers with three games he is looking forward to 
that weekend. 

ARIZONA COYOTES AT ANAHEIM DUCKS (FRIDAY, 10 
P.M. ET; ESPN+, HULU, NHL LIVE) 

It's been a difficult start for the Coyotes (0-9-1), who are still 
seeking their first win. Arizona has a first-year coach in 
Andre Tourigny and largely new roster after losing goalies 
Darcy Kuemper, Antti Raanta and Adin Hill, defenseman and 
captain Oliver Ekman-Larsson and forward Conor Garland in 
the offseason. They brought in numerous veterans including 
goalie Carter Hutton, defenseman Shayne Gostisbehere and 
forwards Ryan Dzingel, Loui Eriksson, Jay Beagle and 
Andrew Ladd. Defenseman Jakub Chychrun has a chance to 
be a future Norris Trophy winner as the best defenseman in 
the NHL but just hasn't gotten his game in order and doesn't 
have a point in 10 games this season and is minus-16. 
Rookie goalie Karel Vejmelka (2.54 goals-against average, 
.922 save percentage in 8 games) has been a bright spot, 
getting a chance to play with Hutton injured. Arizona also 
claimed goalie Scott Wedgewood on waivers from the New 
Jersey Devils on Thursday, so it's undetermined who will 
start for them.  

Captain Ryan Getzlaf is having a resurgent season for the 
Ducks (4-4-3) with 10 points (one goal, nine assists) in 11 
games and recently became their all-time scoring leader 
(992 points). Troy Terry has been playing like the player we 
knew he could with seven goals and 12 points. Defenseman 
Kevin Shattenkirk has scored 11 points (three goals, eight 
assists) in 11 games. And we can't forget John Gibson. He 
has always been a top five goalie but has finally gotten goal 
support this season. Anaheim ranks 10th in goals per game 
in the NHL (3.18) before the games Friday after finishing last 
(2.21) in 2020-21 and in the bottom three each of the past 
three seasons. And the power play is clicking at 26.3 percent 
(fifth in the NHL) after finishing 31st last season (8.9 
percent).  

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 
(SATURDAY, 6 P.M. ET; BSFL, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

This is a matchup between the two best teams in the NHL 
and I certainly think either one can win the Stanley Cup. 
Frederik Andersen has looked great for the Hurricanes, who 
are 9-0-0. The goalie has eight wins and as of Friday leads 
the NHL with a 1.50 GAA and is second with a .949 save 
percentage after concern from outsiders how he would fare 

following an injury-plagued season with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. Andrei Svechnikov (13 points) and Sebastian Aho (11 
points) lead Carolina's forwards, and defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo has been a pleasant surprise, scoring 10 points 
(two goals, eight assists) with a plus-11. I love the job coach 
Rod Brind'Amour has done with this group after losing three 
goalies from last season (Alex Nedeljkovic, James Reimer, 
Petr Mrazek), defenseman Dougie Hamilton, and forwards 
Warren Foegele, Brock McGinn, Cedric Paquette and 
Morgan Geekie. 

Everything has been clicking for the Panthers (9-0-1), who 
are second in the NHL allowing 2.10 goals per game and 
third in goals scored (4.10 per game) before the games 
Friday. Forwards Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan 
Huberdeau each has scored 12 points this season. And 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad has returned from injury and 
looks like he is a front runner for the Norris Trophy; he has 
scored 10 points (four goals, six assists) and is sixth in the 
League averaging 25:47 in ice time per game. Sergei 
Bobrovsky has had a resurgent season (6-0-0, 1.72 GAA, 
.948 save percentage) although he left a 5-4 overtime win 
against the Washington Capitals on Thursday with an upper-
body injury. If Spencer Knight starts, the Panthers are fine 
with that. The rookie is 3-0-1 with a 2.65 GAA and .912 save 
percentage this season. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS AT DETROIT RED WINGS 
(SUNDAY, 6 P.M. ET; BSDET, ATTSN-RM, ESPN+, NHL 
LIVE) 

Detroit (4-5-2) hosts Vegas in the second of a back-to-back 
for each team. The Red Wings are much improved from last 
season, led by rookies Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider. 
Raymond, a forward, leads all rookies before games Friday 
with 10 points (five goals, five assists) and Seider, a 
defenseman, is second with nine (all assists). Forward Tyler 
Bertuzzi is also off to a fast start with nine points (six goals, 
three assists) in eight games. The Red Wings, though, have 
lost three straight after starting 4-2-2 and visit the Buffalo 
Sabres on Saturday before playing the Golden Knights. 

Vegas acquired center Jack Eichel in a trade with the Sabres 
on Thursday and although he won't be in the lineup for at 
least a few months, it sent a huge message to the team that 
management believes they can still win the Stanley Cup this 
season. Forwards Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty and William 
Karlsson are out with injuries and the Golden Knights are 
tied with the Ottawa Senators for 24th in the NHL in scoring 
(2.50 goal per game). After getting shut out 4-0 by the Maple 
Leafs on Thursday, they bounced back with a 5-1 win 
against the Senators on Thursday to even their record at 5-5-
0. Robin Lehner made 38 saves and could start, although the 
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Golden Knights will also be playing the second of a back-to-
back after visiting the Montreal Canadians on Saturday.

 

 

 

2021-22 NHL Awards Watch: Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Vezina, Selke, Calder? 

By Greg Wyshynski  

As the NHL Awards Watch for the 2021-22 season begins, 
there's only one award that has a clear frontrunner. 

No, not Connor McDavid for the MVP. 

Bill Armstrong for general manager of the year. 

The general manager of the year should be the one that best 
accomplishes the task at hand. In most cases, that means 
challenging for the Stanley Cup. In the Arizona Coyotes' 
case, that means ensuring the best possible odds of landing 
a top pick in the 2022 NHL draft by performing a gut 
renovation of their roster, while creating the least competitive 
group possible above the NHL salary floor. 

To that end, Bill Armstrong appears to have done the best 
possible job imaginable. 

The Coyotes are 0-9-1 with a goal differential of minus-29. 
There will be no goaltender stealing games down the stretch 
to spoil the tank, as their goaltenders have posted a .874 
combined save percentage, including injured veteran Carter 
Hutton, who has posted a .741 save percentage. 

We're in awe of the Coyotes. They're the perfectly crafted 
organism meant to dwell in the NHL's basement. And that's 
frankly award-worthy. 

Here's the NHL Awards Watch for November. This is 
informed speculation, taken from conversations around 
hockey and with voters, regarding the current contenders for 
each award. We asked a dozen of them to give us their 
current favorites for this month's edition. 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (20 points) 
Watch out for: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (19 points) 
Sleeper: Kyle Connor, Winnipeg Jets (14 points) 

Rocket Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leader: Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals and 
Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (9) 
Watch out for: Andrew Mangiapane, Calgary Flames (7) 
Sleeper: Troy Terry, Anaheim Ducks (7) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, C, Edmonton Oilers 
Finalists: Leon Draisaitl, C, Edmonton Oilers; Alex Ovechkin, 
LW, Washington Capitals 

Of the NHL Awards voters we surveyed, McDavid was on top 
of around 60% of the early Hart Trophy ballots. He has 
seven goals and 12 assists in nine games, with a game-

winning goal. He has 4.3 goals scored above average thus 
far this season, and remains the NHL's preeminent human 
highlight reel. 

What he wasn't, through nine games, was the NHL's leading 
points scorer. That honor went to his teammate Draisaitl, 
with 20 points in that span. He was the second-leading vote-
getter on our survey, and had the game-winning goal in three 
of the Oilers' eight wins. He has 5.5 goals above average 
and has already added a win above replacement. 

Draisaitl won the 2019-20 Hart Trophy. McDavid won the 
Hart in 2020-21 and 2016-17. The Oilers look like they're a 
missile aimed at the top of the Pacific Division, and these two 
are the rocket fuel. 

Ovechkin was the next leading vote-getter, and it's been an 
absolutely epic start for the three-time MVP with nine goals 
in nine games, bringing his total to 739 for his career. (Watch 
out, Gretzky!) In every game in which the Capitals have 
earned a point in the standings, Ovechkin has earned a 
point. He hasn't won the Hart since 2012-13. If the Edmonton 
boys split the vote, could the Russian Machine power 
through to MVP honors? 

Some other early candidates: Anze Kopitar, leading the Los 
Angeles Kings with 13 points in 10 games; Kyle Connor of 
the Winnipeg Jets, with 14 points in nine games; Rangers 
goalie Igor Shesterkin, with a .943 save percentage; 
Aleksander Barkov of the Florida Panthers, with 10 points in 
his first nine games; and Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina 
Hurricanes (13 points in nine games). 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers 
Finalists: Adam Fox, New York Rangers, Roman Josi, 
Nashville Predators 

Ekblad and Fox were the only players named on our voters' 
Norris ballots, with Ekblad getting one more vote than the 
reigning Norris winner. The Panthers defenseman had nine 
points in nine games to start the season, skating to a plus-
10. His partnership with MacKenzie Weegar has been one of 
the best in the NHL: They're averaging 4.02 goals per 60 
minutes and 1.35 goals against per 60 minutes as a duo. 
Ekblad has been solid defensively, too, with 55.8% zone 
entry denial. 

Ekblad has never been in the top 10 for the Norris Trophy 
but was seemingly on track for contention last season when 
he had 22 points in 35 games. But then a broken leg felled 
him and ended those award hopes. The Norris Trophy loves 
a first-time winner almost as much as it loved nominating 
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Victor Hedman. Ekblad is squarely in the spotlight early on. 
(And one could argue his partner Weegar should be, too.) 

Fox has followed up his Norris-winning season with a 
performance that might be even better. He has 11 points in 
10 games, he's running the point on the top power-play unit 
and plays on their second penalty-kill unit. An all-around 
force, and worth every penny of the $66.5 million extension 
that the Rangers inked him to on Nov. 1. 

As for the third candidate, Josi is back doing Josi things for 
the Nashville Predators. The 2020-21 Norris winner has 11 
points in his first 10 games of the season, and is a puck-
possession force so far with partner Dante Fabbro -- a 
pairing that has a 61.3 expected goals percentage so far at 
5-on-5. 

Among the other candidates: The surprising Kevin 
Shattenkirk, with 11 points in 11 games for the Anaheim 
Ducks; the unsurprising Hedman, with nine points in nine 
games as the Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman seeks his 
sixth straight nomination; Charlie McAvoy of the Boston 
Bruins and Thomas Chabot of the Ottawa Senators, two 
solid defenders who are going to need more points to win 
this race; Dougie Hamilton, who is everything the New 
Jersey Devils hoped he'd be as a free-agent prize; and Tony 
DeAngelo, who replaced him in Carolina and has 10 points in 
nine games. (Although one wonders, given his history, if he'd 
ever garner enough voter support.) 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Moritz Seider, D, Detroit Red Wings 
Finalists: Bowen Byram, D, Colorado Avalanche; Lucas 
Raymond, LW, Detroit Red Wings 

First, we should note who isn't in the Calder race at the 
moment: Cole Caufield, the heavy favorite for the award 
entering the season after his outstanding run with the 
Montreal Canadiens in the 2021 playoffs. The 20-year-old 
was demoted to the AHL after amassing just one assist in 10 
games, skating to a minus-3. 

His absence has opened the door to a pair of Detroit Red 
Wings rookies. Seider, the 20-year-old from Germany, has 
the early advantage with eight points in 10 games while 
skating 22:26 per contest. 

His defensive game has been a little more refined than his 
offensive one, but given the competition he has faced it's a 
heck of an opening month. Which, not coincidentally, ended 
with him being named rookie of the month for October. 

Through Wednesday night's games, Raymond led all rookies 
with nine points in 10 games, just ahead of Byram and 
Seider (both with 8). The 19-year-old Swede has an 
interesting story, in that his play at rookie camp and in the 
preseason all but forced the Red Wings into putting him on 
the roster instead of percolating in the minor leagues. He has 
rewarded their trust, and helped create one of the best lines 
in the NHL during the first month of the season with Dylan 
Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi (67.1 expected goals percentage). 

Byram has split time with former Calder winner Cale Makar 
and veteran Erik Johnson this season, and has outpaced 
both of them. He's right there with Seider in leading rookie 
defensemen in scoring, although he has been a bit more 

protected with 61.5% of his shifts starting in the offensive 
zone. (Seider is at 54.6%.) A solid start for the fourth-overall 
pick in 2019. 

Among the other candidates are Spencer Knight of the 
Florida Panthers, whom one expects will crack the top three 
by next month; Jonathan Dahlen of the San Jose Sharks; 
elder statesman Michael Bunting of the Toronto Maple Leafs; 
Cole Sillinger of the Columbus Blue Jackets; Dawson Mercer 
of the New Jersey Devils; and Trevor Zegras and Jamie 
Drysdale of the Anaheim Ducks. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: The NHL's general managers vote for this award 

Leader: Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 
Finalists: Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames; Igor Shesterkin, 
New York Rangers 

The voters put over Andersen, the former Toronto Maple 
Leafs goalie who landed in Raleigh during the offseason's 
keeper carousel. He's off to an 8-0-0 start with a .949 save 
percentage and a shutout, powering the Hurricanes to a 
league-best 1.67 goals-against average. How much the 
general managers would credit Andersen vs. credit the 
system in front of him remains to be seen, but he has been 
fantastic. 

Markstrom faces the same questions about the system vs. 
the goalie in Calgary. Coach Darryl Sutter has the Flames 
playing some outstanding hockey. The coach's calling card 
has always been a stout defensive system, and through nine 
games, Calgary was third in the NHL with a 2.00 goals-
against average. Take nothing away from Markstrom, who is 
having a great bounce-back campaign in the second season 
of his sizable contract (.947 save percentage in seven 
games), but the goalie doesn't always get the credit on a 
Sutter team. Please recall Jonathan Quick getting two 
Vezina nominations, but never winning, for the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

Shesterkin had the second-most support among the writers 
we surveyed, and could have a case to the be the award's 
leader at this point. He's 5-1-2 on the season with a .943 
save percentage. He's leading the NHL with 8.4 goals saved 
above average, right ahead of Andersen (7.8). His durability 
remains one of the only nagging questions about whether he 
can remain in the top three. 

Among the other candidates are a resurgent Sergei 
Bobrovsky in Florida; Elvis Merzlikins of the Blue Jackets; 
Mikko Koskinen of the Oilers; Ilya Sorokin of the New York 
Islanders; and Jordan Binnington of the St. Louis Blues, who 
appears to be gunning for that Team Canada gig with a 5-1-1 
start. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers 
Finalists: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins; Joe Pavelski, 
Dallas Stars 

A couple of the usual suspects here. Barkov won his first 
Selke last season and is off to another strong start, winning 
52% of his faceoffs and leading the NHL in takeaways (14). 
But while Barkov earned the most support on our voters' 
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early ballots, the Panthers have the same expected goals for 
(2.3) and against (2.3) when he's on the ice. But it's early. 

Bergeron is seeking his NHL-record fifth Selke Trophy and 
his 11th straight nomination, which is a record for any NHL 
Award. He's winning 60.4% of his faceoffs, crushing it in 
puck possession on the Bruins' top line (58.64 Corsi for 
percentage) and helping Boston to a 1.34 expected goals 
against per 60 minutes when he's on the ice. 

Pavelski continues to be an underappreciated defensive ace 
for the Stars. The 37-year-old was seventh for the Selke last 
season, and Dallas is averaging 1.59 expected goals against 
per 60 with him out there. Pavelski's also winning 57.7% of 
his faceoffs, too. 

Among the other candidates getting votes: Anthony Cirelli of 
the Tampa Bay Lightning; Anze Kopitar of the Los Angeles 
Kings; and Sean Couturier of the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy 
for gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-
ice officials or by the National Hockey League Players' 
Association. 

It's way too early to properly predict a favorite for this 
heralded award, but we will mention that (a) Jaccob Slavin 
winning the trophy last season cleared the way for 
defensemen to win it every year and (b) Ekblad had no 
penalty minutes through his first nine games. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this 
award. 

Leader: Rod Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes 
Finalists: Don Granato, Buffalo Sabres; Darryl Sutter, 
Calgary Flames 

Brind'Amour is the early leader. The Carolina coach was 
named on the majority of our writers' ballots, as they credit 
him for the team's undefeated start (9-0-0) and tremendous 
balance between offense (4.11 goals per game) and defense 
(1.67 goals against per game). Sutter was named on the 
second-most ballots, as he has been able to establish his 
defensive system while also getting the Flames to score 
beyond expectation. Granato earned the third-most votes for 
the Sabres' defiant start, giving a team that was more 
notable for the player who wasn't there (Jack Eichel) than 
any of the players on their roster. But as we've seen in the 
past with this team, it might be fleeting success. 

Among the other candidates are Peter Laviolette of the 
Capitals; Dave Tippett of the Oilers; Gerard Gallant of the 
Rangers; Craig Berube of the Blues; and Dean Evason of the 
Minnesota Wild. 

Throwing this race into a bit of chaos was the resignation of 
Joel Quenneville of the then-undefeated Florida Panthers, 
following a meeting with commissioner Gary Bettman about 
his role in dealing with sexual assault allegations by Kyle 
Beach against former Chicago Blackhawks video coach Brad 
Aldrich in 2010. Interim coach Andrew Brunette is now 
behind the bench, and it'll be interesting see how his 
candidacy takes shape if the Panthers keep rolling.
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Analyzing Eetu Makiniemi’s Solid Start 

The goaltender has strung together three strong starts early 
on in his AHL career. 

By Matthew Somma 

If you’re Eetu Makiniemi, you have to be feeling pretty good 
right now. He is seeing the puck well and has been a 
nightmare for the opposition when it comes to breakaways 
and odd man rushes. On top of that, he is 3-0-0 to start the 
year and boasts an impressive .941 save percentage. It’s 
easy to get lost in the shuffle when you play on a team with 
so many top prospects, but Makiniemi is making a name for 
himself as well as a legitimate case to become the starter in 
Chicago.  

I wanted to break down Makiniemi’s first three starts and 
analyze what has gone so well for him in the AHL. After all, 
the level of competition is higher and certainly provides more 
of a challenge for a young goalie. When I watched Makiniemi 
with Ilves in Finland, I was blown away by how great he 
looked in spite of a poor defense in front of him. Now that 
Makiniemi is in Chicago, he’s showing that he can be a 
legitimate goaltender even with a strong defense in front of 
him. Alli Velucci, Social Media Coordinator for the Wolves, 
was kind enough ask a handful of questions to Makiniemi for 
me, so I’ll be sharing his answers throughout. When asked 
about what is different in the style of play between Finland 
and the AHL, Makiniemi had this to say. “The tempo is faster. 
I think it is because of the smaller rink size, so the game 
moves faster. That has been the biggest change.” 

3-2 W vs. Milwaukee, 10/22 

It took Makiniemi about a period to settle in but he still made 
a bunch of quality saves through traffic and in close. His 
rebound control was poor and could have cost him a few 
goals, but his spectacular puck tracking and recovery 
prevented any rebound opportunities from finding their way 
to the back of the net.  

Makiniemi was exceptional at covering the lower half of the 
net during the first period of this game. It’s clear that 
Milwaukee was trying to beat him through the five hole and 
Makiniemi shut the door every time. This clip not only 
highlights the rebound control issues that I mentioned but 
also the strong coverage of the lower half of the net. 
Makiniemi works to not let that rebound become a problem. 

The second period starts with the following clip. 

It’s difficult to react to a turnover, especially when you have 
two players waiting for the breakout pass, so Makiniemi’s 
ability to react to that play and make the save is impressive. 
The Wolves added another goal in the second period, but not 
before making things difficult for Makiniemi. First, a pass gets 
deflected right in front of Makiniemi, who is once again 
square to the puck and makes a very difficult save on a 

redirection. Then, Chicago gets a power play and allows 
Anthony Richard to have two shorthanded breakaways. Both 
are stopped by Makiniemi.  

What I’ve noticed about Makiniemi on breakaways is that 
he’s very calm and collected. He lets the shooter make the 
move and stands his ground, making stops with ease. I 
asked Makiniemi about his mindset regarding breakaways 
and if his stance changes for them, and this is what he had 
to say.  

“Everything comes naturally to me, so I don’t have to 
overthink it. If I overthink something, it’s hard for me so 
nothing changes about how I play.”  

Finally, the third period is more of the same. Strong stops 
from Makiniemi keep the Wolves ahead and keep them in a 
game where they were getting outshot. Makiniemi does allow 
two goals in this game, both coming from similar spots. Both 
times a player shot from the top of the circles and beat 
Makiniemi through traffic for a goal. Neither goal could have 
been his fault, because each time there were at least two or 
three player in the shooting lanes.  

Throughout this game, I was impressed with how 
Makiniemi’s quick reaction time, puck tracking and 
athleticism allowed for him to make stops. If he were to give 
up a rebound, he’d react so quickly that a player wouldn’t get 
a good shot off. Instead of making a lunging desperation 
save, Makiniemi would simply put himself in position and 
make a chest save. He had a few heroic moments in net, but 
for the most part, it was a steady performance. 

3-0 W vs. Grand Rapids, 10/27 

The Wolves gave up a lot of grade-A chances in this game, 
but the Griffins missed the net on a solid 75 percent of them. 
Makiniemi challenging the Griffins’ shooters was a part of the 
reason for that, though. He’s a big goalie and takes away a 
lot of the net for a shooter, often forcing a player to shoot 
high or wide because they’re unable to see more than a few 
inches of space.  

This was more of the same for Makiniemi and his vision 
wasn’t challenged nearly as much against Grand Rapids as it 
was against Milwaukee. Grand Rapids couldn’t get anyone in 
the net front position and they struggled because of it. I 
would argue that Makiniemi’s effort during the game against 
Milwaukee was better because of the level of difficulty of 
some of the saves he made. A shutout is a shutout, however. 
He did make this nice save on a smaller breakaway. 

6-3 W vs. Grand Rapids, 10/31 

This was one of Makiniemi’s toughest games from a 
competition standpoint. The Griffins were attacking the puck, 
exploiting holes in the defense and moving the puck a lot 
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better than they were when he shut them out previously. I 
was able to see Makiniemi’s cross-crease movement in this 
game, something I hadn’t in the previous two games. Neither 
team made Makiniemi move too much prior to this game, 
making it a relatively easy outing both times. This time, the 
Griffins changed the angle of their shots and spread out the 
defense, creating more dangerous scoring chances in the 
process. Makiniemi’s movement from post to post was 
impressive, and it’s all due to the amount of power he gets 
when he’s pushing off with his foot.  

If you’ve watched a Hurricanes broadcast, you’ve probably 
heard Tripp Tracy talk about explosiveness in a goalie’s 
push, and that’s exactly what happens with Makiniemi. He 
makes a strong push to get to the other side, exploding out 
and making the stop before the puck finds twine. There 
weren’t any egregious goals allowed in this game. All were 
on good shots or came from good passes, so it’s good to see 
that teams will have to work in order to beat Makiniemi. All in 
all, it was another solid effort and another game that saw 
Makiniemi stop each breakaway he faced.  

Summary 

The Hurricanes might have something in Makiniemi. Once he 
gets his rebounds under control, I expect to see a goalie that 
can compete for an NHL job. I asked Makiniemi what he has 

learned in the AHL and how he wants to improve after a few 
starts, and here’s what he had to say.  

“There’s more we have to do off-ice here, which is important. 
I’m learning that all of the little things are very important. As a 
goalie, the little things are what make a difference so I want 
to keep improving all of those areas.”  

There isn’t much to dislike about his game, to be honest. All 
three starts have been impressive, and we’re seeing a 
confident goaltender right now. Chicago’s defense hasn’t 
done him many favors, either. They have allowed at least 
two breakaways in all three of his starts, and while Makiniemi 
is perfect on breakaway attempts so far, I don’t see that 
continuing to be the case as the season goes along. For 
now, however, Makiniemi is making a name for himself.  

I’ve always liked Makiniemi, even from the first time we saw 
him in development camp. There was a quiet confidence to 
his game and he has improved ever since. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he takes the starter’s crease from Alex Lyon this 
year, in fact. The sample size is still small, and I doubt he 
can maintain a .941 save percentage over the course of a full 
season, but the early returns are promising. It will be 
interesting to see how he looks over the course of a full 
season, so I’m planning on watching him closely this season 
to get an idea of what his NHL upside is. For now, the future 
is bright and it’s a great time to be a Carolina Hurricanes fan.
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October Player of the Month: Frederik Andersen 

The Danish netminder has completely blown away all 
expectations and his amazing play is the main reason why 
the Hurricanes went undefeated in October. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Coming into the 2021-22 season, the biggest question mark 
for the Carolina Hurricanes was how the goaltending position 
was going to shake out.  

Now, for many Carolina fans, who had seen many a season 
sunk by the netminders, this was a spot of worry.  

Three-year netminder Petr Mrazek had helped break the 
team’s nine-year playoff drought and rookie netminder Alex 
Nedeljkovic was coming off an amazing rookie season that 
saw him nominated as a Calder finalist. 

Now the team was taking on a serious gamble, entirely 
revamping the goaltender position with two free-agent 
signings. Were these the right moves to make? 

Well now that the season has begun, it seems that those 
fears were misaligned because seven wins, 196 saves and 
NHL Third-Star of the Month honors later, it’s safe to say that 
at least Frederik Andersen is the real deal.  

Now this isn’t to say that Andersen will be hoisting a Vezina 
trophy alongside a Stanley Cup and Conn Smythe at the end 
of the year — yet — but if he can stay consistent, then those 
aren’t just far-flung dreams. 

The 32-year old netminder led the NHL in wins (7) and was 
third in save percentage (0.956) and second in goals against 
average (1.29) among goaltenders who played at least four 
games in October. 

Andersen was also just the second goaltender in NHL history 
to win the first six games of a season with a new team since 
Frank McCool in 1944. 

The biggest strength in Andersen’s game is his poise. Even 
in desperation moments, he tracks the puck so well and 
never panics. His ability to keep himself level and make the 
right technical movements under pressure is such a treat to 
watch. 

“The key to my game is good position and being athletic,” 
Andersen said after a 3-2 win in Nashville where he made 38 
saves. “You’re going to have different emotional swings 
during a game. It’s a really exciting sport, so there’s going to 
be lots of ups and downs in every game and every period. 
The better you can ride that wave and not let it affect you, it’s 
beneficial for you.” 

Another key contribution by Andersen has been his synergy 
with the penalty kill units. The Hurricanes had the fifth best 
penalty kill in the NHL through October with a 88.9% success 
rate. 

Andersen had a 0.923 power play save percentage in 
October, conceding just two power play goals against, 
including one at 5-on-3. 

“The most important thing in a penalty kill is our goaltender,” 
Derek Stepan said after a 4-3 win in Chicago, “and when he 
needed to make some saves, he made some giant ones.” 

The Hurricanes are off to their best start in franchise history, 
an undefeated 8-0-0 record through October and are the only 
team without a single loss in the entire league, and that all 
can be almost entirely attributed to the Danish netminder. 

The Canes targeted Andersen as their go-to guy out of 
training camp as he got the call to start Game 1, the Canes’ 
home opener against division rival, the New York Islanders. 

That first game wasn’t the smoothest for Andersen, who 
allowed three goals on 28 shots — a sub 0.900 save 
percentage. He was scrambling to make saves and had 
trouble corralling pucks and managing rebounds. But he did 
mix in a handful of big saves and did his part before the 
Canes’ offense overpowered the Islanders. 

But if any game can be written up as first-game jitters, this 
one might have been just that, because from that one on, 
Andersen just got better and better. 

Nashville saw a much more calm and collected Andersen, 
who turned away 38 shots in a game where his team looked 
flat most of the night. 

Even his head coach knew that the win in Nashville was all 
because of him. 

“Well clearly, [Andersen] was the difference,” Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “Haven’t seen a lot of 
games like that in the three years I’ve been doing this, where 
clearly the goalie was the reason we won the game or that 
we needed him to win. It’s usually that the goalie plays good, 
but we’re also playing well. That was not the case tonight. 
We didn’t play a very good game in front of him, but he came 
up huge.” 

After his first two games in a Hurricanes uniform saw a total 
of five goals go against him, Andersen allowed just one or 
fewer goal in each of his next five starts. 

He quieted the Bell Centre... 

Silenced the cannon in Columbus... 

Thwarted the star-studded offense of his former team... 

Shutout the Boston Bruins... 

And capped off the month with his seventh win in a 
Halloween matinee against the Coyotes. 

Andersen was electric all month and it wasn’t like he was 
sitting back and relaxing in his crease either. 

The Canes got their money’s worth out of Andersen, 
because according to NaturalStatTrick.com, Carolina was 
ranked 24th in the entire league in terms of high danger 
chances against per 60 — giving up 11.93 per game — 
through the month of October.  

“[Andersen’s] been phenomenal,” Vincent Trocheck said 
after a 5-1 win in Columbus. “He’s kept us in all of these 
games. We’ve had a lot of flurries in the defensive zone. 
We’re not usually a team that gives up so many grade-A’s, 
but when we have in these last few games, he’s stepped up 
and kept us in them and that’s a big part of the reason why 
we’re winning games.” 
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So Andersen is being called upon time and time again to 
make big saves, turning aside high-danger chances and 
multiple breakaway opportunities. 

The Canes’ undefeated streak just continues to chug along 
— up to nine-straight wins now after their first game in 
November — and if Andersen continues to play the way he 
has so far, the rest of the league better be very, very scared 
of the Carolina Hurricanes.

 

Carolina Hurricanes at Florida Panthers: Game Preview 

The rules say that someone has to lose this game. 

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (9-0-0) @ Florida Panthers (9-0-1) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 10 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 - 6 p.m. ET 
FLA Live Arena — Sunrise, FL 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Litter Box Cats 

Well, here we are. The whole “unstoppable force meets an 
immovable object” deal.  

Only two teams remain who have no regulation losses, and 
they’re meeting tonight in Sunrise, Florida. Someone does 
have to win this one — that’s how the rules work, after all.  

The Hurricanes are trying to chase down an NHL record for 
consecutive wins to start a season — the 2006-07 Buffalo 
Sabres and 1993-94 Toronto Maple Leafs have the record 
with 10 straight. It feels fitting that the team they’re up 
against is their Atlantic Division counterpart, sitting at the top 
of the standings and looking very dangerous.  

The Panthers will be doing it without several key players, 
however. Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky is considered day-to-
day after leaving the Panthers’ last game with an upper body 
injury. Sam Bennett, Joe Thornton, and Radko Gudas are all 
potentially out as well. 

If Bobrovsky is going to miss time, it’s up to Spencer Knight 
to step up. He’s won three of his four starts, with the fourth 
being the Panthers’ sole loss (to Boston in the shoot-out). 
While Bobrovsky was looking like a man who’d finally got his 
game back on track, Knight has certainly been impressive in 
small sample sizes. 

The Hurricanes, of course, are dealing with their own injury 
woes. The latest name to add to the list is Brett Pesce, who 
left the game against Chicago in the second period and is 
now considered week-to-week.  

Let’s see how the top two teams in the league stack up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Record 9-0-0 9-0-1 

Goals/Game 4.11 4.10 

Category Hurricanes Panthers 

Goals Against/Game 1.67 2.10 

Shots/Game 33.89 33.80 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 45.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.5% (4th) 21.2% (15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 90.2% (3rd) 86.8% (8th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.07% 54.85% 

ES PDO 105.40 103.09 

PIM/Game 10:19 08:42 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Sergei Bobrovsky 

Record 8-0-0 6-0-0 

Save % .949 .948 

GAA 1.50 1.72 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Spencer Knight 

Record 1-0-0 3-0-1 

Save % .885 .912 

GAA 3.00 2.65 

Game Notes 

 Both the Panthers and Hurricanes are top five in the 
league in terms of scoring. The Panthers are 
second with 41; the Hurricanes are fourth with 37 
goals. 
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 These two teams probably still hate each other from 
last year. In the 2019-20 season, the Hurricanes 
went 6-0-2 against the Panthers, outscoring them 
by 10 goals (29 to 10) in the regular season.  

 Andre Svechnikov is the only player from either 
team to appear at the top of the scoring list. His 13 
points place him seventh in the league, tied with 
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Troy Terry.  

 While Detroit Red Wings forward Lucas Raymond is 
currently running away with the scoring race, Anton 
Lundell of the Panthers is making his presence 

known. The 20 year old Finnish forward currently 
has five points in six games.  

 The next goal from Aleksander Barkov will give him 
the all-time franchise lead in goals scored. His 
189th goal will give him the lead over Olli Jokinen.  

 With the injuries to Nino Niederreiter and now Brett 
Pesce, the clock is ticking even more loudly on Seth 
Jarvis. He’s played two of the nine games that he’s 
allowed to play before the first year of his contract 
gets activated. He’s playing well in a very small 
sample size, and should look to continue to 
challenge for a permanent roster spot.

 

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255569561.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-ready-four-the-weekend/c-327611174 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-panthers/c-327627464 
https://www.nhl.com/news/weekes-weekend-watch-list-hurricanes-panthers-red-wings-golden-knights/c-327608516 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/32553662/2021-22-nhl-awards-watch-leading-hart-norris-vezina-selke-calder 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/5/22764676/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-eetu-makiniemi 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/5/22763708/october-player-of-the-month-frederik-andersen-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/6/22766613/carolina-hurricanes-florida-panthers-game-preview-undefeated-broadcast-how-to-watch 
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1225185 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

With NHL history in sight, Hurricanes say their win streak is ‘not really 
that big a deal’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said he didn’t know and didn’t 
want to know. 

Asked Friday about the NHL record for most wins to start a season, Staal 
didn’t care to guess, saying simply, “We’re just going to try to keep 
winning.” 

The Hurricanes are 9-0 and the only team in the NHL without a loss. The 
NHL record is 10 opening wins, first set by the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
1993-94, and matched by the Buffalo Sabres in 2006-07. 

The Canes can join the Leafs and Sabres with a win Saturday against 
Florida. But it’s a road game, against a Panthers team that leads the 
Atlantic Division, won its first eight games and is 9-0-1 — the league’s 
second-best record — after a 5-4 overtime win Thursday against the 
Washington Capitals. 

Few players had better games against the Panthers last season than 
Canes center Vincent Trocheck. Traded to the Canes by the Panthers in 
February 2020, he had six goals and three assists in eight Central 
Division games against Florida in the 2021 pandemic season. 

Now, a piece of NHL history is on the line, and an unbeaten record. 

“To get the competitive juices going, this is why you play hockey,” 
Trocheck said Friday. “To play against a team that’s one of the best in 
the league and challenge us a little bit is awesome, a lot of fun. It’ll be a 
fun game.” 

The Canes will be missing defenseman Brett Pesce and forward Nino 
Niederreiter, both out with lower-body injuries. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Friday that Pesce, injured Wednesday against the 
Chicago Blackhawks after he crashed into the boards, was “week-to-
week.” 

Niederreiter was hurt Oct. 29 against Chicago and missed the past two 
games. Brind’Amour said Niederreiter was “feeling well and doing better” 
but would miss the road trip and games against Florida and Tampa Bay. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis has jumped into the lineup to replace 
Niederreiter and has a goal and assist in his first two NHL games. 
Defenseman Brendan Smith, obtained in the offseason, will get his first 
start with the Canes on Saturday -- Smith was paired with Ian Cole in 
practice Friday as Tony DeAngelo took over Pesce’s spot opposite Brady 
Skjei. 

The 9-0 start is something not discussed in the locker room or among the 
players, Staal said. 

“It is a cliche but it’s really one game at a time and we’re trying to just 
bank points,” he said. “It’s a good thing obviously but it’s not talked 
about.” 

Brind’Amour, for one, did know the answer for the most-wins question. 

“I may have seen this and may be cheating but I thought it was 10,” he 
said. “Am I right?” 

Told he was correct, Brind’Amour said, “Whatever, no one cares, right? 
At the end of the day that’s not really that big a deal.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES WINNING STREAK 

1: Hurricanes 6, NY Islanders 3 

PNC Arena, Oct. 14 

Opening night for the Canes, with the N.C. State Fair opeing up across 
the street. It was festive and fun for the sellout crowd as Andrei 
Svechnov had two goals and an assist and goalie Frederik Andersen 
won his first start with his new team with 25 saves. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “They would probably say they gave up 
too much and I thought we gave up a little too much. But it was an 
exciting game.” 

2: Hurricanes 3, Nashville Predators 2 

Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Oct. 16 

The Canes’ first road game. Andersen stepped it up with 38 saves and 
Svechnikov gave the Canes a 2-1 lead with six minutes left in regulation. 
Teuvo Teravainen’s empty-net goal was the difference when Filip 
Forsberg scored a late goal for Nashville. 

Brind’Amour: “I haven’t seen a lot of games in the three years I’ve been 
doing this where clearly the goaltender was the reason we won or we 
needed him to. We didn’t play a very good game in front of him, but he 
came up huge.” 

3: Hurricanes 4, Montreal Canadiens 1 

Bell Centre, Montreal, Oct. 21 

Habs fans booed Kesperi Kotkaniemi every time the forward touched the 
puck. All he did was smile and score a goal. Sebastian Aho also scored 
twice. Kotkaniemi came to the Canes after Montreal did not match an 
offer sheet by Carolina to the No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL draft. 

Brind’Amour: “I think he expected that kind of reaction. It’s just the way it 
is. So he answered that the best way he could.” 

4: Hurricanes 5, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 

Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Oct. 23 

The Canes won a third road game as Vincent Trocheck scored twice and 
Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast each added goals. Andersen ran his record 
to 4-0 with 27 saves in a complete-game team win. The Nationwide 
Arena cannon was quiet much of the night. 
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Columbus coach Brad Larsen: “They make you make plays. You have to 
be on your game against them, you can’t give them anything free. 
There’s not a lot of holes in that team.” 

5: Hurricanes 4, Toronto Maple Leafs 1 

PNC Arena, Oct. 25 

This time it was Andersen’s turn to face his former team, but on his new 
home ice, and he had 24 saves. Svechnikov and Aho each scored again 
and the game-winning goal came from fourth-line winger Steven Lorentz. 

Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe: “Despite the fact we competed at a higher 
level that was required in the game, it’s still not to the level necessary to 
be able to compete with a team like that. That’s the hardest game we’ve 
played this season by a wide margin.” 

6: Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 0 

PNC Arena, Oct. 28 

Payback time, at least a little, as the Canes set a franchise record with 
their 6-0 start to the season. The Bruins dispatched Carolina from the 
2019 and 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs. Andersen had 33 saves and also 
registered an assist while the Canes were 5-5 on the penalty kill. 

Frederik Andersen: “I’m just happy to be winning. That’s our goal every 
night and that’s what matters.” 

7: Hurricanes 6, Chicago Blackhawks 3 

PNC Arena, Oct. 29. 

Goalie Antti Raanta made his first start for the Canes but it was 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo who shook things up. DeAngelo had a goal, 
assist and a fight with Reese Johnson for the so-called “Gordie Howe hat 
trick.” The Canes scored four goals in the second period. 

Brind’Amour: “It wasn’t a very fun game to coach. It didn’t have any flow, 
but we had done enough damage to get ahead and kind of just get 
through it.” 

8: Hurricanes 2, Arizona Coyotes 1 

PNC Arena, Oct. 31 

It was a Halloween matinee as the Canes ended an unbeaten October. 
Andersen, later named the NHL’s third star of the month, earned his 
seventh win. Forward Seth Jarvis made his NHL debut and assisted on 
Brett Pesce’s power-play goal with 2:27 left in regulation that was the 
winner. 

Pesce: “Right now, we’re oozing confidence. We believe we can win 
every game we’re in. That’s a big factor.” 

9: Hurricanes 4, Chicago Blackhawks 3 

United Center, Nov. 3 

The Canes opened November with a comeback win. With the Canes 
trailing 3-1 in the second period, Jarvis scored his first NHL goal, beating 
Marc-Andre Fleury. Jesper Fast tied the score 17 seconds into the third 
and Martin Necas gave the Canes the lead three minutes later as 
Andersen won again. 

Seth Jarvis: “It’s nice to get one, especially against Marc-Andre Fleury. I 
grew up watching him and idolizing him, so to get one against him means 
a little bit more.” 
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For the Panthers’ youth programs, Chase Priskie’s debut ‘meant a lot to 
a lot of people’ 

 

David Wilson 

 

There was an unmistakable buzz around the Florida Panthers IceDen on 
Thursday, a feeling of anticipation from the coaches, workers and players 
who had waited, in some cases, a decade for the moment Chase Priskie 
was ready to provide them. 

It’s always one of the busiest days at the Panthers IceDen, which 
doubles as the Florida’s practice facility and the home of their youth 
academy, as teams practice to get ready for weekend tournaments. It 
was only about 10 years ago Priskie was one of those kids, born into a 
hockey-crazed family in a place not known for its ice, and it meant his 
debut Thursday was a legitimate event for the hockey community in 
South Florida. 

“The kids at the IceDen are pretty fortunate there’s a good connectivity 
among our youth program and the NHL team, so they get to see a lot of 
NHL people and stuff of that nature. I don’t want to say they’re jaded, but 
they’ve seen it,” said Peter Worrell, a former Panther and the hockey 
director at the IceDen. “But to have one of their own — have a kid that 
grew up in South Florida put that jersey on, gone through the same 
struggles that these kids are going to go through — I think it meant a lot 
to a lot of people in the building.” 

In a year full of monumental moments for Florida hockey, Priskie’s debut 
for the Panthers — the first ever born-and-raised South Floridian to play 
for the hometown team — was perhaps the biggest. 

The first postseason meeting between Florida and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning was huge in the effort to appeal the casual sports fan — the 
birth of a rivalry nearly 30 years in the making. The Panthers’ game 
against the Arizona Coyotes last month — when three South Floridians, 
including Priskie, were on the ice for warmups — was another reminder 
of how far the sport has come in the state. Priskie was simply a kid from 
Pembroke Pines who really liked hockey and willed himself to become 
good enough at it to make it to the NHL. 

On Thursday, it finally happened. When Priskie drove into FLA Live 
Arena for the Panthers’ morning skate, he had to stop for a moment and 
collect himself when he saw the marquee hyping up, “PEMBROKE 
PINES’ OWN CHASE PRISKIE TO MAKE NHL DEBUT.” 

“I didn’t think it was real,” Priskie said Thursday. “I’m mostly just 
speechless. You dream about this day forever. You put in a lot of hard 
work and with a little bit of luck you’re able to achieve it.” 

When he walked into the arena, Priskie thought about his late father, Jeff 
Priskie — who used to work at the arena — just as he does every time. 
Florida even eats its pregame meal in the Sin Bin, which is the specific 
part of the arena where his father worked when it was the Patron Club. 
Priskie estimated he was asked to get 60 or 70 tickets for friends and 
family, and even more were there on their own, including some Florida 
Jr. Panthers who dream of following in his footsteps. 

“I try to be an inspiration,” Priskie said. “It’s a really cool feeling. Words 
don’t describe it.” 

Whether he will be in the lineup again Saturday when Florida (9-0-1) 
hosts the Carolina Hurricanes (9-0-0) at 6 p.m. in Sunrise could depend 
on the health of fellow defenseman Radko Gudas, but Priskie was solid 
in his debut, taking one shot and blocking another in 10:10 of time on ice. 

Plenty of those Jr. Panthers couldn’t make it down to the arena 
Thursday, though. Worrell and Co. ran practices through the evening in 
Coral Springs, trying to help kids chase the same dream Priskie did a 
decade ago. 

Worrell coached Priskie for two years and Priskie began as the last 
defenseman on the roster when he was in eighth grade. By the end of his 
freshman year, he was the top defenseman at North Broward Prep and 
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scored a game-winning, overtime goal to win the state championship 
before leaving for South Kent School in Connecticut. 

His story is the story of how the sport can grow in an atypical hockey 
town. Coyotes defensemen Jakob Chychrun and Shayne Gostisbehere, 
for example, both come from families of hockey players. Priskie’s roots 
are no different than the hundreds of other wannabe NHL players toiling 
away in South Florida. 

“Chase is the vast majority of guys who make it to the NHL, guys who 
claw and scratch, find their own path,” Worrell said. “He wanted this to 
happen and he was willing to do whatever it took.” 

Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky (72) stop a shot by 
Washington Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov (9) during the first period 
of an NHL game at the FLA Live Arena on Thursday, November 4, 2021 
in Sunrise, Fl. David Santiago dsantiago@miamiherald.com 

Injury updates 

Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, and forwards Joe Thornton and Sam 
Bennett all remain “day-to-day,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said, 
while Gudas returned to practice Friday and could play Saturday. 

Thornton, Bennett and Gudas all missed Florida’s 5-4, overtime win 
against the Washington Capitals on Thursday, and Bobrovsky left the 
game at the end of the first period with an upper-body injury. Bennett is 
also dealing with an upper-body injury, while Thornton’s and Gudas’ 
injuries are undisclosed. 

This story was originally published November 5, 2021 2:45 PM. 
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Anthony Duclair has ‘found a home here in Florida’ with the Panthers 

 

By George Richards 

 

CORAL SPRINGS — Long after his teammates with the Florida Panthers 
had left the ice on Wednesday morning, Anthony Duclair was still working 
on different parts of his game including tipping shots in front of the net. 

The Panthers’ team leader in goals with six through the first nine games 
this season (Sasha Barkov passed him in No. 10), Duclair knows all too 
well that a hot shooter can go through a cold streak at any time. 

Working on getting a couple down low can either help extend the heater 
that he is currently on — or help snap a cold spell he hopes never 
arrives. 

”I have obviously been on the other side of it,” Duclair said. “You just 
want to keep the good things going, create those chances and build that 
confidence. Ride that wave as long as possible but don’t get too high or 
too low. I have learned that over the years. I put a lot of pressure on 
myself to perform every night. I expect a lot out of myself.” 

And Duclair’s strong play has helped the Panthers to one of the best 
starts in franchise history. 

Tired of pop-up ads on free stories? Subscribe to FloridaHockeyNow 
today and log in for an ad-free reading experience! 

During Florida’s second game, he was moved back up to the top line with 
Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe — where he spent most of last season — 
and that has paid off in a big way for both Duclair and the Panthers. 

“I’m really excited,” Duclair said a day before Florida beat the Capitals 5-
4 in overtime on Thursday. 

“(A fast start) was an emphasis last year and no one really saw it coming. 
After the year that we had, we had high expectations especially with the 
new faces that we added. I think we have met those expectations and 
now we need to find that consistency over the course of 82 games.” 

Being able to play with the likes of Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau was 
a big selling point when general manager Bill Zito was trying to get 
Duclair to sign with the Panthers as a free agent at the end of 2020. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Duclair was not made a qualifying offer by the Ottawa Senators despite a 
23-goal season and an All-Star appearance allowing him to become a 
free agent. 

He did not sign with the Panthers until December, a few weeks before 
the start of the 2021 training camp but felt due to his past personal 
relationship with Zito and Florida’s talent, it was going to be a good fit. 

And he was not wrong. 

”Yeah, it was huge obviously seeing that core group and that was 
something I wanted to be a part of,’’ said Duclair, who ended up being 
tied for fifth on the team in scoring with 10 goals and 32 points in 43 
games. 

Almost all of that scoring came 5-on-5 as he ended with a plus-27 which 
was by far the best of his career and ranked just behind MacKenzie 
Weegar (+29) for best on the team. 

“We’re all kind of the same age and that kind of works out, too. We had 
this offseason which was big for our organization. We locked up a few 
key pieces and to be able to sign here for another three years is a great 
feeling. … We just know as a team, we can do a lot of good things.” 

Duclair has bounced around a bit in what has been a nomadic NHL 
career. 

A third-round pick by the New York Rangers in 2013, Duclair played his 
rookie season with the Blueshirts before he was sent back to his junior 
team in Quebec to finish the 2014-15 season. 

It was there that Duclair was traded to Arizona as part of the Rangers’ 
deal to acquire Keith Yandle. 

As it turned out, it would be the first of a number of address changes for 
Duclair. 

Duclair spent a few seasons with the Coyotes and reportedly requested a 
trade. He was sent to the Blackhawks in 2018, was not offered a 
qualifying offer at the end of that season and ended up signing in 
Columbus with Zito and the Blue Jackets. 

After a fast start with the Jackets, Duclair was traded to Ottawa at the 
deadline for Ryan Dzingle and he spent parts of two seasons with the 
Senators. 

Now with the Panthers, and signing a three-year extension in the 
summer, Duclair looks to have finally found a place to settle in. 

“I thought that (I found that) in a couple places, to be honest,” he said. 
“But nothing like here. Obviously coming here with Bill Zito, who I knew in 
Columbus, things come full circle. Different connections have been built 
through different teams I have been on and it is great to see that 
management here believes in me. I come here and work as hard as I can 
everyday. 

“I have found a home here in Florida. There is no better place to be, 
honestly. I’m really excited, really happy.” 

South Florida is not close to his hometown in Quebec and, due to the 
closed border last year, did not get to have his family come and see him 
play in his first season with the Panthers. 

But this is a different year. 
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Duclair said his mother Dominique Raphael was able to attend some of 
the Panthers’ first games of the season. And, he’s going to treat his 
family to a Christmas in Florida this year. 

”In Ottawa, I had a great time. It was two hours from home,” he said. “II 
had family and friends coming to games pretty often and that situation 
was awesome. But living here in Florida, it’s summer all year round. And 
the group of guys in that room are really tight, like family, especially with 
what happened this season and last year with Covid, not being able to go 
out and stuff. For myself, this was a great fit.” 
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10 numbers that explain Lightning’s 10-game start 

With a 5-3-2 record, Tampa Bay has opened the season with its share of 
ups and downs. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 

 

Ten games into the season, the Lightning enter Saturday’s game in 
Ottawa as an enigma. They’ve shown flashes of great hockey but also 
have lapsed into some fundamentally flawed play — and can change 
dramatically between the two from period to period. 

They are a team in transition after shedding several key members of their 
back-to-back Stanley Cup championship teams and then abruptly losing 
top scorer Nikita Kucherov. 

“I think if you look at the standings, we find ourselves on pace for a 
playoffs spot,” defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “But I think if you look 
at the details of our game and the way we’ve gotten points and won 
games, it’s not in the kind of fashion that we like to.” 

The numbers don’t tell it all, but here are 10 that can help explain this 
season’s Lightning team after 10 games. 

The good 

.939 

Andrei Vasilevskiy’s save percentage since Game 2 

The goalie isn’t one of the Lightning’s problems. The Lightning probably 
wouldn’t have a winning record without his steady improvement since he 
allowed six goals in Detroit on Oct. 14. In his seven games since, he has 
allowed an average of 1.86 goals per game while facing an average of 30 
shots. 

82.4 

Penalty-kill percentage 

After losing three of their top five penalty-killing forwards, a dropoff would 
be understandable. But the Lightning’s success this year is comparable 
to last year’s (84.2 in the regular season), and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
and Mathieu Joseph seem to be meshing in their first time playing 
together on the kill. 

7 

Goals by Alex Killorn 

All seven of the forward’s goals have come at even strength, and he has 
been arguably the Lightning’s most active player in 5-on-5 play. His blue-
collar game has been rewarded with quality scoring chances, and his 35-
percent shooting percentage says he’s making good on those 
opportunities. 

18:31 

Average ice time of Steven Stamkos 

The Lightning captain has his legs under him after dealing with many 
injuries in recent seasons. Though it’s still early, Stamkos is on pace for 
his most average ice time since 2017-18 (18:46). 

31 

Blocks by McDonagh and Erik Cernak 

They’ve been the Lightning’s best defense pair, and though both play a 
200-foot game and contribute offensively, they’ve made their mark by 
blocking shots, especially on the penalty kill. 

The bad 

8.7 

Percentage of success on the power play (2-for-23) the last eight games 

This includes a five-game stretch in which the Lightning went 0-for-14. 
Sure, they’ve been without Kucherov, but this is a losing clip no matter 
who’s on the ice and a dramatic change from their 32.4 percent success 
rate last postseason. 

4.5 

Average minor penalties committed per game 

Only Carolina and Minnesota averaged more entering Friday. It’s the 
hooking, slashing, tripping and cross-checking calls that mostly land 
teams in trouble. When a team has to kill off an average of four to five 
power plays each game, it leaves itself little margin for error. 

3 

Goals from the third and fourth lines 5-on-5 

The Lightning’s ability to get offensive contributions from all four lines 
made them so dangerous the past two seasons. This season’s third line 
of Pat Maroon, Ross Colton and Corey Perry has played well, but 
Maroon’s goal Thursday against the Maple Leafs was just its second of 
the season. 

12 

Odd-man rushes allowed in Thursday’s loss to Leafs 

The overtime loss was a microcosm of what has gone wrong for the 
Lightning in the early going. When bad puck-handling leads to odd-man 
rushes the other way, there’s only so many times Vasilevskiy can bail 
them out. 

Minus-1 

Lightning’s goal differential 

The Lightning have scored 30 goals and allowed 31. We knew they’d 
lose some firepower with the offseason departures and Kucherov’s injury, 
but this is very un-Lightning-like. Yes, it’s still early, but this time last 
season they had a plus-17 goal differential. 
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Lightning lose late lead, fall to Maple Leafs in overtime 

Muffed clearing attempt gives Toronto late life after Andrei Vasilevskiy 
stopped the first 27 shots he saw. 

 

By Eduardo A. Encina 
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The Lightning were less than a minute away from a hard-earned, if 
flawed, victory over the Maple Leafs on Thursday in Toronto when things 
quickly went south. 

Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy had bailed them out more than a handful 
of times in the game, foiling breakaways and turning away odd-man 
rushes. And then one fundamental mistake from one of their most 
trustworthy players sent the Lightning on their way to a 2-1 overtime loss 
at Scotiabank Arena. 

“The frustrating part is I didn’t feel like the Leafs beat us,” coach Jon 
Cooper said. “I feel like we just beat ourselves, and that was painfully 
evident after the first period. … For us, we felt like we really gave a point 
away.” 

Clinging to a 1-0 lead after Pat Maroon scored 13:16 into the first period, 
the Lightning (5-3-2) played a defensive game in the third, holding off 
each Toronto charge by flicking the puck out of their zone. But as 
regulation entered its final minute, defenseman Victor Hedman couldn’t 
get enough air under a clearing attempt from behind his end line. 

Maple Leafs captain John Tavares grabbed the puck above the right 
circle, dropped it to the ice and passed to Auston Matthews along the 
side boards. As Matthews passed to Mitch Marner in the corner, Tavares 
drove to the net and redirected Marner’s pass past Vasilevskiy stick side 
with 41.1 seconds left. 

Asked what happened on the play, Hedman said, “I don’t know.” 

Then Hedman was sent to the penalty box for slashing 58 seconds into 
overtime. William Nylander scored on a one-timer from the left circle with 
2:17 remaining in the extra period and 14 seconds left on the 4-on-3 
power play. 

With their three-game winning streak snapped, the Lightning were left to 
ponder a game in which they dominated the first period but became 
sloppy with the puck in the second. 

“We changed the way we played in the second, and then we kind of 
chased the game after that even though we were up in the game,” 
Hedman said. “(Vasilevskiy) made some big saves. We want to put 
together a full 60 (minutes), but we aren’t doing that right now. 

“We got careless with the puck. We turned pucks over, fed their transition 
game. We played good in the D-zone, but too many on us against. It’s 
not the way we want to play. The first period was phenomenal. We’ve 
just got to do that for 60.” 

Maroon put the Lightning up on a feed from Corey Perry, a reward for a 
star-crossed third line that hadn’t been able to capitalize on numerous 
scoring chances. 

After that, the Lightning got nothing past Maple Leafs goalie Jack 
Campbell, who finished with 24 saves. 

Vasilevskiy stopped 32 shots, including 13 in a second period that saw 
the Leafs expose the Lightning’s sloppy play with odd-man rushes and 
breakaways. He made a sliding right-pad stop on Wayne Simmonds on a 
breakaway with 32 seconds left in the second. Earlier in the period, he 
stuffed Simmonds in front of the net after a pass from Jason Spezza and 
stopped Matthews’ backhanded try on a breakaway. 

The narrative would have been much different had the Lightning held on. 
But after a game they were so close to winning, Cooper was left looking 
for answers. 

“We do have a core group here that knows how to push games over the 
finish line, and we’re just not quite doing that yet,” he said. 

“We’re 10 games in (to the season) now, and we know better. We’ll wake 
up (today) and see some of the good things we did, but we know better, 
and we need to be better.” 
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‘We need to be better’: Ten things we’ve learned about Lightning after 10 
games 

 

By Joe Smith Nov 5, 2021  

 

TORONTO — Lightning coach Jon Cooper has said the phrase so many 
times, you could almost put it on a T-shirt. 

“As ‘Heddy’ goes, we go.” 

‘Heddy,’ of course, is Victor Hedman, who has won a Norris Trophy, a 
Conn Smythe Trophy and — when he’s on his game — is the best 
defenseman in the world. The 6-foot-6 Swede is the kind of two-way 
force that drives this team. 

But Hedman hasn’t been himself recently, and you could say the same 
thing about the two-time Cup champions, who have a 5-3-2 record after 
10 games. The lasting image of Thursday night was Hedman slowly 
skating to the bench after the Leafs’ 2-1 overtime win, having watched 
William Nylander’s winner from the penalty box. I don’t know if Hedman 
is banged-up or not, but it’s rare to see this kind of a five-minute stretch 
from him, with a turnover on the tying goal and then a slashing penalty in 
overtime. 

These are the kind of games we’re used to seeing the Lightning finishing 
off. In the past couple of years, they’ve been as automatic as a Mariano 
Rivera save when holding a lead in the third period. Here, they were up 
1-0 in the final minute. They had the right guys on the ice, and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy was playing another terrific game. But Hedman’s decision, 
and execution on a soft clearing attempt with 45 seconds to go, sparked 
Tampa Bay’s undoing. 

“Shit happens sometimes,” said a clearly ticked-off Hedman. “And this 
was one of those times.” 

TAVARES BLOCKS THE CLEARING ATTEMPT 

34 TO 16 AND THE CAPTAIN FINISHES IT 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/GKJMSFYJZ5 

— OMAR (@TICTACTOMAR) NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

Cooper was clearly frustrated, too. Not that they lost, it was how they 
lost. Puck management, or lack thereof, continues to be an issue. 

“It’s brutal,” he said. “The frustrating part is, I didn’t feel like the Leafs 
beat us. I feel like we beat ourselves. The second period was just not the 
way we want to play the game, and it caught up to us. … When we turn 
the puck over — we just can’t keep doing that. For two years, we haven’t 
been doing that and we’re making a habit of it at the start of the season. 

When Cooper kept saying, “This isn’t last year’s team,” back during 
camp, it wasn’t just a cliche, a slogan. It was the truth. 

This is not a championship-level team. It just isn’t. At least, not yet. I’m 
not saying Tampa Bay won’t eventually get there, but there’s a lot of work 
to do. 

Part of this is expected. The Lightning are without five of their top-12 
regular forwards from last season, if you include superstar winger Nikita 
Kucherov being out until at least mid-December following a lower-body 
surgery. Gone is their momentum-swinging, tone-setting line of Barclay 
Goodrow, Yanni Gourde and Blake Coleman, who would have likely 
been on the ice in the final minute of Thursday’s game at Scotiabank 
Arena. The salary cap has broken up many a Cup team over the years. It 
levels the playing field. 

And it significantly decreased the Lightning’s margin for error. 
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There were four players in Tampa Bay’s lineup Thursday who have 
played in 40 or fewer regular-season NHL games, with Alex Barre-Boulet 
in the top six and top power play. Ross Colton, who scored the Cup-
clinching goal and was a revelation last year, has one goal in 10 games 
this season, and logged a team-low 9:40 on Thursday. 

Vasilevskiy has been the team’s best player, but the Lightning have 
leaned too much on him so far. They had won three straight entering 
Thursday, with Vasilevskiy allowing a combined four goals. He should 
have had a shut out against the Leafs. He stopped Wayne Simmonds on 
a breakaway, and another one in close, and made an incredible save 
while on his rear in the first period on a shot from Michael Bunting. 

This isn’t doomsday for the Lightning. It’s still a talented, proud team, one 
with strong leadership, championship pedigree and the best goaltender in 
the world. 

But Tampa Bay is also very much what Cooper & Co. have told us the 
last two months, that they’re in a “transitional” phase and and “work in 
progress.” 

And they’re going to need their top guys — the ones that carried them in 
consecutive Cup runs — to help them stay afloat. This means Hedman, 
Brayden Point, Ryan McDonagh and others. Steven Stamkos, who looks 
as good physically as he has in years, will have to step up in an 
increased role. 

There aren’t likely to be any adjustments to the roster this time, as there’s 
no cap space to make any major moves. With the Lightning in LTIR (with 
Kucherov and Brent Seabrook’s contract), they’re not able to accumulate 
any space throughout the season. So this is the team they have, and it 
might make for one of Cooper’s most challenging coaching jobs yet. The 
real measuring stick is these next few weeks, with matchups against the 
undefeated Hurricanes (Tuesday), Panthers (Nov. 13) and Islanders 
(Nov 15). That grueling stretch will either elevate Tampa Bay’s game or 
expose their flaws. 

Cooper was asked Thursday night if he’s confident the Lightning is 
eventually going to figure this out. 

“We hope so,” Cooper said. “It’s a work in progress. We do have a core 
group that knows how to push games over the finish line and we’re not 
quite doing that yet. I can understand opening night and the banner 
raising and all that, or a few games in, but we’re 10 games in now. We 
know better. 

“And we need to be better.” 

Here are nine other things we learned from the Lightning’s start: 

The penalty kill is better than expected 

Many people wondered what the Lightning’s penalty kill would look like 
after the departures of key cogs like Coleman, Goodrow and Gourde. 

Including the team itself. 

“There were a lot of question marks,” assistant coach Derek Lalonde 
said. 

“It could have been a disaster,” Lightning color analyst Brian Engblom 
said. 

Instead, it’s been one of their strengths. The PK is at 82.4 percent, which 
ranks 15th in the league (but just off the 84.2 percent from last year, 
which ranked fourth). So it’s not dominant, or a top-ranked unit. But 
they’ve kept the Lightning in games (see: Capitals win last week) instead 
of losing them games. Tampa Bay killed off two minutes of a five-on-
three in the first period Thursday, with Ryan McDonagh playing all two 
minutes. 

Why is the PK working? Bellemare has been strong in the faceoff circle 
(57.1 percent) and with his positioning, allowing Joseph to be more 
aggressive up top. The two do a lot of video work off the ice. Having 
McDonagh and Cernak as anchors on the PK provides an extra blanket 
of security. 

The Lightning did lose on a power-play goal in overtime, but the issue for 
me has been the group taking too many penalties (like Hedman slashing 
Tavares on that OT breakaway when he could have let Vasilevskiy try to 
make the save). 

With Tampa Bay being one of the most penalized teams the last few 
years, the penalty kill will be a very important unit. It was an underrated 
factor in their two Cup runs (the Lightning’s PK was 86 percent in the 
2020 playoffs and 84 percent in the 2021 playoffs). 

“You can go through stretches where the power play is not clicking and 
still win,” Lalonde said. “We can’t go through a stretch where the penalty 
kill is struggling. You see games where our PK struggles, there’s a direct 
correlation to losing. We’re very happy with where we’re at.” 

The Bellemare-Joseph chemistry is intriguing 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare has come as advertised, a faceoff winning, 
always grinning, savvy veteran center. He and Mathieu Joseph have 
been a big part of the penalty kill, taking over the top unit role of 
Coleman-Goodrow in their own way. They’re aggressive, with Joseph 
creating several scoring chances off the rush. “He can scare the hell out 
of other teams if he starts putting a few in,” Engblom said. Bellemare is 
the steadying force, directing traffic. 

The two are on a line together now, along with Taylor Raddysh, so we’ll 
see if they can keep that chemistry going. 

Vasilevskiy has been their best player 

The stats may not show it, but Vasilevskiy continues to be the Lightning’s 
backbone, their rock. They shouldn’t have to rely on him as much as they 
do, but if there’s anything to keep fans optimistic about this team’s ability 
to figure things out, it’s having the Conn Smythe winner in their net. 

The worst-case scenario is Vasilevskiy getting hurt, which is why it’s so 
important to keep him fresh and healthy. You wonder who will start 
Saturday in Ottawa, which I figured might be a time to get backup Brian 
Elliott another start. You know Vasilevskiy will get Carolina next Tuesday 
and the Panthers next Saturday, and you don’t want Elliott going another 
2 1/2 weeks between starts. 

Vasilevskiy’s expected goals against is 26.21, third in the league behind 
Jake Allen (27.96) and Robin Lehner (29.6), according to Money Puck. 
Vasilevskiy, who ranked second in goals saved above expectation last 
season (18.2), is at approximately four so far this season. The difference 
this year appears to be in high-danger unblocked shot attempt save 
percentage. Vasilevskiy was at 78.4 percent last season. This year? 56.5 
percent. 

QUITE THE PERIOD FROM THE BIG CAT.   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/IKUYCJMLV6 

— TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (@TBLIGHTNING) NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

Sergachev is struggling 

Mikhail Sergachev is a very talented young defenseman, and there’s no 
doubt he played a key role in the last two championships. But he’s having 
a rough start to the season here. It wasn’t just that he was minus-7 in his 
first two games of the year. 

He’s taking some bad penalties. The puck management hasn’t been 
consistent. 

Sergachev was suspended two games after his hit to the head on Mitch 
Marner in the first period Thursday. 

THAT'S A SUSPENSION PIC.TWITTER.COM/HGGIUBUWZ7 

— OMAR (@TICTACTOMAR) NOVEMBER 4, 2021 

I asked Sergachev recently about his start to the season and he wasn’t 
happy with his performance. “Not great,” he said. “I have a lot of goals 
against. That’s why I didn’t like my start. Offensively, it’s been all right. 
But defense has to be better.” 
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Sergachev has had a revolving door of partners, from Zach Bogosian to 
Andrej Sustr to Cal Foote. That can be a tough adjustment. But that’s 
nothing new to him. Perhaps a game off — if there’s a suspension — 
could do Sergachev some good in allowing him to take a step back, 
watch from above and settle into his usual standard. 

Cernak is one of the most underrated defensemen in NHL 

Watching Erik Cernak block back-to-back one-timers by Alex Ovechkin in 
Monday’s game was incredibly impressive. 

The first went off Cernak’s right arm/hand, the next off his foot. 

“Incredible guts,” Point said. 

“A ton of courage,” Cooper said. 

If you asked me who has been the Lightning’s most consistent player this 
season, it might be Cernak. What a steal he’s been since getting 
acquired in the Ben Bishop trade in 2017. There’s not much depth on the 
right side of the blue line for Tampa, so Cernak’s presence is paramount. 

WONDERFUL ARTICLE BY @JOESMITHTB! READING ABOUT ERIK 
CERNAK’S JOURNEY TO TAMPA, REACHING HIS GOAL, AND 
SEEING HIS OTHER FACE, THE NOT-SO-TOUGH ONE, WAS VERY 
EYE-OPENING. HIGHLY RECOMMEND IT!! 

READ IT HERE: HTTPS://T.CO/EPPWI3ZM9R 

— ~ MARTINA ~ (@MARTINAALANGOVA) JUNE 10, 2021 

The power play is a shell of itself. 

No one expected the Lightning to set the world on fire on the power play 
with Kucherov out. 

Kucherov is one of the best PP weapons in the league, a genius on the 
half wall. He’s the stabilizer, playmaker, with the unit running through 
him. 

But the fact Tampa Bay has scored just two goals with the man 
advantage since Kucherov got hurt in Game 3 is troubling. Trust me, 
they’re trying. They work on the power play almost every practice and 
morning skate. They’ve changed personnel, with Ondrej Palat first in 
Kucherov’s spot, then Point. They added Barre-Boulet to the top unit 
recently. 

The power-play issues are several. Engblom believes they lost rhythm 
without Kucherov, and that they are often moving the puck too slowly. 
Teams are shading over to take away Stamkos’ one-timer. Kucherov was 
the ultimate safety valve they could use to settle things down. Now 
there’s a bit of uncertainty about what to do when plays get scrambled. 
All it’ll take is a few goals to get the confidence going. 

The unit is 23rd in the league at 16.1 percent. This will take some time 
and more adjustments, but a healthy power play would inject a big boost 
into the offense. 

Perry’s surprising slump 

The former Hart Trophy winner is usually not a slow starter. 

Five times in his career, Perry scored in his first game. Eleven times, he’s 
recorded his first goal within his first three games. 

So the fact Perry has zero goals in his first 10 games with the Lightning is 
surprising. It’s his longest stretch to start a season since scoring in his 
12th game in 2015-16. He scored 35 that year. 

Now, this isn’t a major concern. The goals should come for Perry, who, 
like his linemates, has had his share of chances. Perry picked up his first 
Tampa Bay point Thursday with his slick assist on Pat Maroon’s goal. 
“Hopefully they’ll come in waves now,” Maroon said. 

FIRST ONE OF THE SEASON FOR @PATMAROON! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/DV79U9Z4IA 

— TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (@TBLIGHTNING) NOVEMBER 4, 2021 

“You’re going to get rewarded,” Perry said. “It’s going to break at some 
point. As long as you’re getting chances, you’re doing the right things.” 

Has it been frustrating for Perry? Absolutely. But Perry has remained 
patient and tried to make an impact in other areas. He’s worn an “A” for 
several games this season, which he calls a “special” honor. Ryan 
McDonagh said Perry has earned the letter by standing up for 
teammates on the ice and for speaking up at the right times in the room. 

“That’s just who I am,” Perry said. “I’m a quiet guy away from the rink, but 
if something needs to be said, I’ll say it. I’ve got no problem doing it. It’s 
the way I’ve always been.” 

Steven Stamkos back in the middle 

Stamkos said this is the best he’s felt in years, calling it a “night and day” 
difference from the playoffs, when he was coming off arthroscopic knee 
surgery. 

It’s translated to a hot start, with Stamkos scoring 12 points (including 
five goals) in his first 10 games. He had a few Grade-A chances again on 
Thursday. 

This couldn’t have come at a better time for the Lightning, as Kucherov is 
out until at least mid-December. They need a scoring punch both at five-
on-five and on the power play. 

The real interesting wrinkle is Stamkos being put back at center, his 
natural position. He has primarily been wing the last several years, joking 
he’s like a “rover” since he’s played left, right wing and center. 

But with Stamkos skating with more ease and fluidity, it helps in his move 
back to the middle. Coaches say Stamkos’ switch is more out of 
“necessity,” allowing them to move Anthony Cirelli up to the top line with 
Alex Killorn and Point. Stamkos still needs to work on his play in the 
defensive zone at the center spot, but, for now, it’s a nice luxury to have 
someone of his experience step in. 

The rookies’ progress 

• Raddysh, who played in front of his parents and friends in Toronto on 
Thursday, is inching closer to his first NHL goal. “It’s coming,” said his 
father, Dwayne. Raddysh has improved since the start of the season, 
looking more comfortable with his game and in his role on the fourth line 
with Bellemare and Joseph. He even played more minutes (12-plus) 
Thursday than the Maroon-Colton-Perry line. 

• Barre-Boulet, after his wild two weeks on waivers, has found himself in 
the position he always wanted, in the top six and top power play. We’ll 
see how long it lasts, but Barre-Boulet does bring skill and playmaking 
ability to the power play (he’s down low on the first unit). Getting to play 
with Stamkos and Palat should provide a boost, though coaches say the 
key with Barre-Boulet is whether he can keep up with the pace five-on-
five. 

• Foote played in just his second game since coming back from 
offseason finger surgery. He didn’t play much, just under 10 minutes. But 
it sounds like Foote is going to get ample opportunity to play here in the 
next couple of weeks until Bogosian returns (the team hopes before 
Thanksgiving). The Lightning need to know what they have in the former 
first-round pick, who played in 35 games last season and continues to 
work on his skating, agility. A three-game stretch against the Hurricanes, 
Panthers and Islanders will be telling as to whether Foote can keep up. 
“It’s his time to shine,” Cooper said. 

• This was going to be a big year for Colton, especially coming off a 
whirlwind first season in which he scored eight goals in his first 12 games 
and notched the Cup-clincher. Cooper warned that the key for Colton 
would be not to get too stressed if his scoring wasn’t quite at the level of 
last season. And Colton says he’s being patient, understanding that 
these types of slow stretches happen. He had a golden opportunity from 
the slot on the power play Thursday but he fired a one-timer over the net. 
Colton is not going to be Gourde, even though he’s technically the No. 3 
center, but Tampa Bay is going to have to lean more on him for 
secondary scoring and strong defensive play. 
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The Flyers salvage a point but leave one on the table against the 
depleted Penguins 

 

Sam Carchidi5-6 minutes 

 

PITTSBURGH — The Flyers’ B Team — they again were missing key 
players Ryan Ellis and Kevin Hayes — dropped a 3-2 overtime decision 
Thursday night to what amounted to the Pittsburgh Penguins’ C Team. 

Give the C Team an “A” for its scrappiness. 

COVID-19 and injuries left the Penguins without star centers Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, valuable winger Bryan Rust, and defensemen 
Brian Dumoulin (top pairing), Chad Ruhwedel, and Marcus Pettersson. 

The Penguins were also missing their COVID-stricken coach, Mike 
Sullivan. 

The Penguins deserve credit. They were more physical than the Flyers, 
got terrific goaltending from Tristan Jarry (36 saves), and received an 
inspired effort from defenseman Kris Letang, who scored the game-
winner and played nearly 29 minutes after missing the previous four 
games because he had contracted the coronavirus. 

“Despite what we’re going through, we won’t go away easy,” said 
Penguins assistant Todd Reirden, who served as the acting head coach. 

The Penguins, who had a 39-20 domination in hits, and the Flyers could 
battle for the final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference. So this 
November game might look more important in late April. 

Pittsburgh won it on Letang’s wraparound with 3 minutes, 6 seconds left 
in overtime. 

Gritty win 

“That’s the way things are going for our team — it’s not easy,” Reirden 
said of having to wait for Toronto to review the play before ruling the puck 
had indeed crossed the goal line, thus ending the Penguins’ three-game 
losing streak. 

The Flyers also deserve some credit. Down 2-1, they kept pressuring and 
took advantage of a Penguins turnover, leading to Scott Laughton’s tying 
goal with 2:52 remaining in regulation. 

Laughton’s line, with wingers James van Riemsdyk and the snake-bitten 
Oskar Lindblom (0 goals so far), has been buzzing lately and could have 
easily had three goals in the game. Lindblom was robbed by Jarry in the 
opening period, and the goalie turned aside van Riemsdyk on a second-
period breakaway. 

“I keep believing that if they keep playing the way they are, they’re going 
to get rewarded,” Flyers coach Alain Vigneault said. 

Vigneault said he “loved the way we played. … We got some good looks 
offensively.” 

Well, the chances were there. But not the finishing touch. The Flyers 
need to find it because they will play high-scoring Washington and Alex 
Ovechkin on Saturday. 

“I feel at times, it was a little chaotic, and maybe we started playing more 
of their style,” Travis Konecny said after scoring an artistic power-play 
goal and taking a game-high six shots. “Trading opportunities. They feed 
off that. They have a lot of fast guys who like playing off the rush. But I 
feel at times we played our game, and in those times, we dominated.” 

Two views 

Glass half empty: The Flyers scored just six goals, excluding an empty-
netter, in their last four games. 

Glass half full: The Flyers (5-2-2) have done well to get points in seven of 
nine games — all without second-line center Hayes, who is recovering 
from abdominal surgery and may be ready to return against Toronto on 
Wednesday, though Vigneault said the team will be cautious with the 
decision. 

They played their last six games without Ellis, a top-pairing defenseman 
whose spot has been ably taken by veteran Justin Braun. 

Laughton, who had goals in each of his last two games, and Hart looked 
at Thursday’s overtime loss as a point secured, not a missed opportunity 
against a more-depleted team. 

“I mean, to come from behind and get a point out of it — down 2-1 with a 
couple minutes left — it was a great goal by Laughts,” goalie Carter Hart 
said. “Nice snipe from the slot. Just a battle for the full game. Two good 
teams. Hard-fought game. Bounce doesn’t go our way at the end. That’s 
hockey.” 

“I think it’s a good point anytime you can pick it up after being down a 
goal with a couple minutes left,” Laughton agreed. “You always want to 
get the extra one, [but] I thought Hartsy played a pretty outstanding game 
and gave us a chance to win. He’s really dialed in now.” 

Laughton thinks the Flyers have put themselves in a good spot, 
especially with Hayes and (hopefully) Ellis returning soon. 

“I think we’ve been good,” he said. “I think we’re building. We have a lot 
of new faces and obviously we’re missing some pretty big parts with Ellie 
and Hayesy. He’s a huge part of our group who we haven’t had. So I 
think guys have stepped up in different roles. We have a huge game in 
Washington, and we need to go get two.” 

And need to finish more of their scoring chances. 
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Penguins’ COVID-19 crisis a reminder pandemic far from over 

 

Wayne Fish 

 

The COVID-19 outbreak on the Pittsburgh Penguins, which made 
national headlines when Sidney Crosby tested positive, stands as a stark 
reminder to pro athletes that the pandemic is far from over.  

Crosby brought the total number of Penguin players to eight who have 
been placed in pandemic protocol since the start of the season.  

Brian Dumoulin was the other new name added to the list. He and 
Crosby joined Chad Ruhwedel and Marcus Pettersson on the sidelines.  

Early in the season, ex-Flyer Jeff Carter along with Jake Guentzel and 
Zach Aston-Reese had to sit for a handful of games.  

It’s been over a year since the Flyers got hit hard by the virus, and no 
one should have to tell them to continue to follow safety measures 
carefully. According to several media outlets, more than 99% of the NHL 
players have been vaccinated, but that doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be 
wearing masks, etc., because a lot of these positive tests are 
“breakthrough” cases.  

Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan is clearly frustrated by the situation. Even 
though it looks like the pandemic numbers appear to be declining in the 
northeast United States, apparently it takes only one or two stricken 
players to touch off another crisis.  
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“It's tough,” Sullivan said. "I'm not going to lie. We are trying to do all the 
right things. We do have a discussion, if not daily, a few times a week 
about it. I know our players and our staff, we're all trying to do the right 
things as far as mitigating the risk.”  

The Flyers lost the services of players such as Claude Giroux, Justin 
Braun and Scott Laughton after playing a game at Washington last 
February. Some say the Flyers were staggered by the loss of talent and 
never really recovered, missing the playoffs for the fifth time in nine 
seasons.  

The Penguins have been doing what they can to stay safe, but this 
second wave has really been disappointing, according to Sullivan.  

"Our team has taken on more responsibility just with testing and things of 
that nature to try to do the right thing and identify a case when it pops 
up,” he said. “I know how disciplined our group is. I feel, as an 
organization, we're trying to do everything we can to mitigate the risk, 
and yet, we're still getting it."  

Simmonds speaks out  

Wayne Simmonds certainly spoke his mind during his seven-year tenure 
with the Flyers, so why should he be any different since moving on to 
several new teams, most recently Toronto.  

Simmonds was particularly candid with his recent comments criticizing 
the NHL Players’ Association for not acting on the complaint filed by 
Chicago Blackhawks player Kyle Beach back in 2011, alleging sexual 
misconduct by assistant coach Brad Aldrich.  

Details of the horrible incident came to light recently and led to the firing 
of both then-Chicago General Manager Stan Bowman and former coach 
Joel Quenneville, who has been with Florida the past few seasons.  

Simmons says he wants more accountability from the union and the 
NHL. If that can’t happen, he suggests an outside agency be brought in 
to ensure fairness.  

“I find in the NHL when something happens badly, guys are afraid to 
speak up because of repercussions, and that’s something that’s definitely 
got to change. It’s unacceptable,” Simmonds told TSN/Canada.  

“More players have got to speak up, more players have got to do their 
part. We don’t want this to continue to happen as we go down the line 
here. We’ve got to make it better for the guys that are coming in after us. 
It’s not about us anymore, it’s about what happens to the young kids that 
— are coming into the league now. I feel everyone must be held 
accountable – whether it’s the NHL, the NHLPA — everyone has to be 
accountable, there’s no excuses, and this can’t just be another fleeting 
moment where it’s here now and gone tomorrow.”  

Union chief Donald Fehr has called for an “outside” investigation, but 
even that might not be enough to appease the players.  

“What I’m going through and what I’m processing in my mind, it’s 
unacceptable,” Simmonds said. “I don’t know if we can have an 
independent arbitrator or something like that that’s outside of the league 
to where players can speak up so that it’s just not in the hands of the 
teams, or the NHL, so there’s an outside view, an outside scope to where 
they’re not thinking about whether who’s getting punishment here or 
who’s going to get taken out of the GM spot or coaching spot or 
something like that,” he said.  

“Because when it comes to sexual assault and a lot of other matters in 
this league, people shouldn’t be afraid to speak up. People shouldn’t be 
afraid to tell the truth, you know, without fear of repercussion.” 
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Flyers rally late to earn point in OT loss 

 

Wayne Fish 

 

Sometimes when a team plays without its top stars, the remaining cast 
gets energized to try a little harder.  

Such appeared to be the case on Thursday night at PPG Paints Arena in 
Pittsburgh. The Penguins were minus some significant firepower but held 
the Flyers in check as Philadelphia came up short in a 3-2 overtime loss.  

The Penguins were playing without stars Sidney Crosby (COVID-19) and 
Evgeni Malkin (knee surgery) as well as head coach Mike Sullivan 
(COVID-19 protocol).   

Kris Letang executed a perfect sweep behind the net and did a jam-job at 
the far post to score for Pittsburgh at 2:57 of overtime. The puck barely 
crossed the goal line but review confirmed the officials' ruling.  

The Flyers were trailing by a 2-1 score late in the game when Scott 
Laughton tied it with a goal with just 2:52 left on the clock. With some 
help from James van Riemsdyk, Laughton blasted home a high shot.  

Despite coming out on the short end of the score, Flyers goaltender 
Carter Hart turned in perhaps his best performance of the season, 
turning away one quality scoring chance after another.  

Both Hart and Laughton believe the final outcome was an encouraging 
one given the fact the Flyers were still behind with under three minutes 
left to play.  

“I think it’s a good point,” said Laughton after the Flyers’ record went to 5-
2-2 for the season. “Anytime you can pick up down a goal with a couple 
minutes left, you always want to get the extra one, but I thought ‘Hartsy’ 
played a pretty outstanding game. He gave us a chance to win. He’s 
dialed in right now.”  

Pittsburgh Penguins' Dominik Simon (49) falls after a collision with 
Philadelphia Flyers' Nick Seeler (24) during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game in Pittsburgh, Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021. 

Anytime you can come out of Pittsburgh with a point, it’s never really a 
failure.  

“To come from behind here and get a point out of it, down 2-1 with a 
couple minutes left, so it was just a battle for the full game,” Hart said. 
“Two good teams, hard-fought game, bounce doesn’t go our way at the 
end, that’s hockey.”  

On the winning goal, Hart acknowledged he couldn’t quite get his left pad 
over in time to seal off the post.  

“Just missed my post, kind of a slide of a desperation slide over,” he 
explained. “He jammed it into my pad, I didn’t have enough stability to 
hug the post to keep it sealed and he kind of jammed away at it.”  

The Flyers delivered a season-high 17 shots in the first period but trailed 
1-0 at the intermission.  

A goal by Brock McGinn just 16 seconds into the game provided the only 
scoring. McGinn tipped a Matheson point shot past Hart, giving him the 
fastest goal against a Philadelphia team since 2003 (Rico Fata, 13 
seconds).  

Travis Konecny tied it with a power-play goal at 7:37 of the second 
period, taking control at goaltender Tristan Jarry’s doorstep and going 
backhand to forehand for a shot just under the crossbar. It was only the 
second power-play goal allowed by Pittsburgh this season and the first in 
the last six games.  

Claude Giroux picked up an assist on the play, giving him 330 points on 
the power play for his career, just three behind franchise all-time leader 
Bob Clarke’s 333.  
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Jake Guentzel put Pittsburgh back on top courtesy of a Cam Atkinson 
turnover at mid-ice. Using ex-Flyer Jeff Carter as a screen, Guentzel fired 
a shot home at 11:46.  

The Flyers are now 20-8-5 at PPG Paints Arena.  

Coach Alain Vigneault sounded quite satisfied with the performance.  

“It was a hell of game,” he said. “We found a way to win the third period, 
tied it up. Both goaltenders played great. Our power play got us a goal. 
We’re not going to be perfect on the ice but we got some good looks 
offensively, Carter made some big saves when he had to and they won it 
in overtime.”  

Couturier numbers  

In Tuesday night’s 3-0 win over Arizona, Sean Couturier became the 
12th player and eighth forward in franchise history to play 700 games for 
the team. He is the youngest of that group to do so at the age of 28 
years, 330 days and is the first to do so before his 29th birthday, having 
surpassed Bob Kelly's 700th game at the age of 29 years, 42 days. 
Couturier also becomes the first member of the 2011 draft class to reach 
the 700-game milestone.  

Short shots  

Giroux’s assist moved him into a tie for second place on the list of active 
players with the most points against Pittsburgh. He’s deadlocked with 
Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom at 63. Washington’s Alex Ovechkin’s 64 
holds the lead ... Since Giroux took over as captain some 10 years ago, 
he has played in 667 of a possible 674 games ... On the Konecny goal, 
Flyers defenseman Ivan Provorov registered just his second point 
through his first nine games but had not been on the ice for an opposition 
even-strength goal this season until Guentzel’s goal ... Carter played his 
1,100th NHL game on Thursday night. He has 400 goals. The only other 
active NHL players with 400/1,100 are Ovechkin and Joe Thornton. 
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Carter Hart sure looks back but Flyers can't assume that alone will return 
them to relevancy 

 

Charlie O'Connor12-15 minutes 11/5/2021 

 

It became a reassuring mantra throughout the Philadelphia Flyers’ fan 
base this summer after the dust settled from one of the most 
disappointing seasons in team history and general manager Chuck 
Fletcher embarked on a full-scale offseason shakeup of the roster, 
further increasing the uncertainty surrounding what was already going to 
be a very uncertain 2021-22 campaign. 

That mantra? If Carter Hart returns to peak form, the Flyers are going to 
be fine. 

The belief wasn’t unjustified. After all, Hart’s results weren’t merely poor 
in 2020-21. They were among the worst for a starting goalie in recent 
NHL history: an 0.877 save percentage, a 3.67 goals-against average, a 
negative-24.34 Goals Saved Above Expectation (per Evolving-Hockey). 
For all of their issues, the Flyers ultimately finished a break-even play-
driving team at five-on-five in 2020-21 by shot attempt differential (50.78 
percent Corsi For Percentage) and quality-adjusted differential (50.39 
percent expected goals for percentage). Public xG models might not be 
perfect, but it wasn’t at all ridiculous to believe that if Philadelphia 
received even just good goaltending in 2021-22 rather than the worst in 
hockey, it would return to playoff contender status. 

Well, Hart looks back in form. After seven games, the 23-year old 
netminder has a stellar .926 save percentage and a +5.70 Goals Saved 

Above Expectation mark that should have him in the top-five among all 
NHL netminders come Friday morning. 

Yet in those seven games — including Thursday night’s 3-2 overtime 
defeat to the rival Pittsburgh Penguins — the Flyers actually have lost 
more times (four) than they’ve won (three). 

It’s served as a reminder: even peak-form Hart can’t do it all. 

“I thought Hartsy played a pretty outstanding game and gave us a 
chance to win. He’s really dialed in right now,” Scott Laughton marveled 
after the game. “I think we can do a little bit better of a job making it hard 
on other teams’ goaltenders and throwing different things at them. But I 
thought Hartsy was really, really good tonight and gave us a chance.” 

Hart may have come up just a bit short on preventing Kris Letang’s 
overtime wraparound try, though it took an extended video review to 
confirm that Hart indeed did fail to stop it from crossing the goal line. But 
the contest never would have made it to an extra session without his 
play. He allowed the Flyers to break even in goals (1-1) during a 
freewheeling second period that saw the Penguins generate 11 high-
danger scoring chances, and made three huge stops over a four and a 
half minute span in the third period to keep the deficit within one, allowing 
for Laughton to tie the game with 2:52 remaining off a Mike Matheson 
turnover. 

And that’s where the disconnect lies between Laughton’s postgame 
evaluation of how they could be providing more support for Hart — via 
more chances and goals of their own — and what the public data says 
about the Flyers’ biggest weakness thus far: their defense. 

Entering Thursday’s game against the Penguins, Philadelphia ranked 
fourth from the bottom in xG prevention at five-on-five, allowing 2.72 
expected goals per 60 minutes, a mark superior only to the Red Wings, 
Ducks and Golden Knights. The Pittsburgh game was more of the same. 
Per Evolving-Hockey, the Flyers permitted 2.96 xG in 50:32 minutes, an 
even worse rate. The deluge started early, with Brock McGinn lighting the 
lamp just 16 seconds into the game after he was allowed to skate 
through the crease untouched and deflect a Matheson point shot past a 
surprised Hart and continued to the tune of 21 high-danger scoring 
chances allowed across regulation and overtime. And don’t forget — the 
Penguins did all of this without Sidney Crosby (COVID-19) and Evgeni 
Malkin (knee surgery) in the lineup. The Flyers’ process still isn’t quite 
right. 

“I feel at times it was a little chaotic, and maybe we started playing more 
of their style,” Travis Konecny said. “Trading opportunities, and they feed 
into that. They have a lot of fast guys who like playing off the rush. But I 
do feel like there was times where we played our game, and I think at 
those times, we dominated.” 

It was that optimism that Konecny expressed at the conclusion of his 
statement which was most striking, since it echoed the thoughts of head 
coach Alain Vigneault, who was so hard on the Flyers early last season 
as they racked up wins with a less-than-sound process underpinning that 
apparent success. Not this year. This time around, Vigneault isn’t shying 
away from dishing out positivity. 

“Love the way we played,” Vigneault said with excitement in his voice 
after Thursday’s defeat. “In that first period, we got plenty of scoring 
chances, came out of that trailing by one. Tied the second period, found 
a way to win the third, tied it up late in that game. I thought it was a great 
game.” 

And in Vigneault’s defense, he wasn’t wrong to call Thursday’s contest 
something of a toss-up. The Flyers peppered Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry with shots (38 of them) as well. They generated 2.56 worth of xG at 
five-on-five and 3.43 in all situations — both very high numbers for a 
single contest. In Vigneault’s mind, this was simply a wide-open type of 
game. 

“Same thing for the other team,” Vigneault responded when asked if he 
felt the Flyers gave up too many quality chances on Thursday. “Their 
goalie had some big saves he had to make. That’s part of today’s game. I 
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mean, you need great goaltending, we’re getting some, they got some. 
Last game, it was the same thing against (Arizona). Goaltenders are a 
big part of today’s game, and you need it. Carter made some big saves, 
but so did their goalie tonight.” 

But there are two issues with that argument. First, the Penguins had 
been stellar in terms of preventing quality chances at five-on-five (fifth-
best in xG prevention) and in all situations (eighth) entering Thursday’s 
game, so for them, it wasn’t a continuation of an early-season trend like it 
was for Philadelphia. Second, even if it was a high-chance game, the 
Penguins simply got more of them than the Flyers did (4.03 xG in total) 
— at least by the public numbers. The two sides were close, but for the 
Flyers to win this game, Hart would have had to slightly outplay Jarry. 
Instead, both played similarly strong games, and the ultimate outcome 
was a fair one. 

So do the Flyers have an issue defensively? Laughton acknowledged 
there may be something to the criticism. 

“That’s tough to say. I think we’re getting our fair share of chances,” 
Laughton said. “I think it was the second period, it was pretty back and 
forth, three-on-twos going back the other way, a couple breakaways here 
and there. Chances both ways. But yeah, I think we can do a better job of 
tightening up, and making it harder for guys to get to our net and have a 
good scoring chance, and let (Hart) see the puck.” 

Perhaps Vigneault truly does believe that optimism is warranted. Perhaps 
he’s purposely taking a more positive approach after his pointed critiques 
in 2020-21 failed to have the desired effect on his club. Or maybe he 
does recognize the issue but is banking on the looming returns of Ryan 
Ellis and Kevin Hayes to naturally stabilize the situation and provide more 
defensive soundness to the group. 

That final theory could certainly prove correct. Ellis’ return would serve 
the dual purpose of beefing up both the top pair and third pair, by 
pushing Justin Braun down to support Keith Yandle; Hayes would boost 
a suddenly struggling Line 2 by removing Derick Brassard from the 2C 
spot, and potentially improve the fourth line by letting a more offensively 
skilled forward like Brassard or Laughton supercharge it. Having two key 
players looming as potential remedies is an undeniable positive for the 
Flyers, so long as both do return as their usual, effective selves. 

That said, Hart’s re-emergence is the biggest positive of all. He’s only 
played in seven games but not only is this version of Hart a far cry from 
the netminder whose game collapsed in March 2021, it’s also a far more 
confident and controlled goalie than the youngster who destroyed his 
stick on the way off the ice during a January 2021 matchup with the 
Boston Bruins. 

“You need your goalie to be good to have a good team, and I think 
(Hart’s) been outstanding for us,” Laughton noted. 

But a good goalie by himself does not a strong team make. Hart may 
indeed be back. But for the Flyers to achieve their goals this season, he’s 
going to need help — more help than he’s gotten so far. 

Nine more observations 

2. The Penguins weren’t merely missing Crosby due to a COVID-19 
diagnosis — they also had to sit out top defenseman Brian Dumoulin 
(who tested positive but is asymptomatic thus far) and head coach Mike 
Sullivan. In Sullivan’s place on the bench was Penguins assistant (and 
former Capitals head coach) Todd Reirden. 

3. Yet again, it was the line of Oskar Lindblom, Laughton and James van 
Riemsdyk that was Philadelphia’s most consistently effective trio, and 
they were finally rewarded in the third period with Laughton’s goal. All 
three players finished with even strength xG shares over 66 percent and 
the stats matched the eyes — they were all over the ice. 

4. However, Lindblom yet again failed to break through on the 
scoreboard, despite multiple chances (Natural Stat Trick had him down 
for three). “One’s gonna fall for Oskar here soon,” Laughton said. “He’s 
had some really, really good looks.” 

5. The top line of Claude Giroux, Sean Couturier and Konecny ultimately 
finished with solid numbers, but it took a dominant third period to get 
them there. That’s been something of an early-season trend for the trio 
— Thursday was at least the third time this season (the Boston and 
Arizona games qualified as well) where they shook off relatively 
unimpressive showings over the first 40 minutes to make their mark in 
the final stanza. Ideally, they’d be controlling possession and avoiding 
defensive breakdowns all game, though. 

6. In his first game back in the lineup (he was out due to COVID-19 
protocol) since Oct. 19, Kris Letang didn’t merely score the game-winner 
in overtime — he skated for a game-high 28:54 minutes. Given the 
circumstances, it was a superb effort by the Penguins’ top blueliner. 

7. Konecny may have been frustrated with himself after the game for not 
finishing on a few of his golden opportunities, but his power play tally was 
one of the slickest goals that a Flyers player has scored all season; van 
Riemsdyk seemingly spent all of the 2019-20 season trying to 
successfully pull off the move that Konecny effortlessly nailed Thursday 
night. 

8. Konecny was asked before the game if Giroux’s hot start to the season 
— he added another assist on Thursday and now has 11 points (five 
goals, six assists) in his first eight games — surprised him at all. “It’s just 
G,” Konecny responded. “He plays hard every night, he competes, he’s 
constantly setting the example in the gym, he’s setting the example in 
practice. So it’s just no surprise. It’s just what he does, day in and day 
out. You’re not surprised when he’s doing well because he does all the 
right things.” 

9. Vigneault noted that on the plane ride to Pittsburgh, they had 
specifically asked the team to avoid fraternizing with any Penguins 
players on Wednesday night or before the game, given the number of 
people in Pittsburgh’s organization impacted by COVID-19. The Flyers 
will certainly be keeping their fingers crossed that they avoided any 
exposure during the game as well. 

10. Ivan Provorov’s streak of eight straight games without being on the 
ice for a five-on-five goal against came to an end with Jake Guentzel’s 
second-period tally. Provorov did still finish with a solid 52.63 percent xG 
share at even strength as his strong start to the season continues. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: The Florida Panthers and Carolina 
Hurricanes are taking care of business 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Nov 5, 2021 

 

It’s Season 2: Episode 4 of the Only Power Rankings That Matter and 
some are saying it’s the best yet, the episode that’ll make you come back 
for more. Loose ends from previous segments have been tied up and no 
gimmicks meant to distract you from our lack of know-how. This one is 
strictly business, a meaty post made possible by Sean not 
procrastinating this time around. 

As you know as avid readers, these aren’t just a regurgitation of the 
standings — actual or projected — they’re our week-to-week choices 
based on a combination of what’s happened, what we think will happen, 
and of course — the vibes. This early there’s still a lot of movement from 
last week, but we’re starting to see teams settle into their expected 
range. Whether they hold on is a tale for another episode further into the 
season. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 9-0-1 
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Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: Alright, so the reasons to drop the Panthers out of this spot are 
starting to stack up. None of them are quite enough, and at this point 
they’d certainly qualify as splitting hairs; the Panthers’ underlying 
numbers this week — an expected/actual goals percentage split this 
week of 46/40, for one — are on a downtick, and the team behind them is 
really good. Noted. 

But man, that team found a way to get five of six points this week after 
paying for their old coach’s 11-year-old old failures. It more than makes 
up for it, right? Like, a few minutes before I typed this, they bounced back 
from blowing a 3-0 lead against the Caps. That’s the sort of thing you see 
from really good teams. If it’s a couple of weeks down the road and 
they’re still getting worked at five-on-five, we should probably reassess, 
but this is impressive. On a related note, I’m pumped to be hilariously 
wrong about Sergei Bobrovsky. I stopped taking him seriously years ago, 
and it currently looks like a mistake.  

Dom: If only there was a handsome and brave genius who never stopped 
believing. 

Sean: The ideal outcome here is that he carries them to a Cup then turns 
into a pumpkin for the next 10 years or however much is left on that deal. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 9-0-0 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: The last perfect team, but boy, did they come close to blowing that 
against the Blackhawks on Wednesday, falling into a 3-1 hole. The 
Hurricanes don’t quit and made the 4-3 comeback look easy getting to 9-
0-0 on the season. Any questions about their peculiar offseason have 
been answered swiftly with Frederik Andersen being lights out to start, 
Ethan Bear has been an adequate replacement for Dougie Hamilton at 
five-on-five and Tony DeAngelo has bridged the rest of the gap on the 
power play which ranks top five. Carolina looks like a well-oiled machine 
right now and, in all situations, has the league’s second-best expected 
goal rate. This might be the Hurricanes’ year after all and they’ll have a 
chance to make us look silly for having an undefeated team ranked 
second with a date against Florida on Saturday. 

Sean: Imagine the tweets! 

3. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 8-1-0 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: I’m trying to gin up some concern about the Oilers’ so-so five-on-
five scoring numbers. Almost there. Wait for it … nope. Not quite. The 
power play is a machine, the forward depth is improved, and Darnell 
Nurse looks more No. 1-ish than I figured he would. Hot take of the week: 
If Mikko Koskinen keeps throwing up a .934 overall save percentage, 
these guys are gonna be OK. That’ll play. 

Dom: A lot of folks expected this to be the Connor and Leon show, but 
the Oilers have been getting a lot out of the rest of the squad. Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins has 13 assists in nine games, Jesse Puljujarvi and Evan 
Bouchard have both taken a step, the controversial second pair has been 
decent, and Zach Hyman has been worth the hype. This team is, dare I 
say it, elite. 

Sean: If only we knew that Zach Hyman was a good hockey player 
ahead of all this. 

Dom: If only his analytics were good. 

4. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 6-3-0 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Last year was no fluke, the Wild are the real deal, starting the 
season hot with a 6-3-0 record — and that’s with their best player, Kirill 
Kaprizov, having just one goal to start the season. At five-on-five the 
team remains dominant with a second-ranked 58 percent expected goals 
rate, though luck has definitely not been on their side in the crease so far. 
That helps explain why the team has a negative goal differential so far, 
but the underlyings are strong enough to figure that’ll turn around. 

Sean: Kaprizov is up over 58 percent expected goals himself, eh? He’ll 
be fine. They’ll be fine. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 6-1-3  

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: Ooh, it’s a thrill to be able to start this one off after last week’s 
debacle. Come with us, if you will, for a peek behind the Power 
Rankings™ curtain. Last Thursday night, we had late-breaking “Joel 
Quenneville sucks, actually” news and had to audible. I wrote about that 
while Dom worked, procrastinated a little more, then started on the 
rankings as my little friend slept. In an act of laziness and sabotage, I let 
an incendiary, disrespectful Flames write-up stand … and people were 
pissed. Oh, baby, they were pissed. In any case, Calgary is entertaining 
and good, and we all expect Andrew Mangiapane to keep shooting at 75 
percent or whatever it is, yeah? 

Dom: I have it on good authority that Sean and I are the exact same 
height, but the rest is true, and boy, do I have regrets. This early in the 
season it’s impossible to catch every team as much as you’d like, and I 
think it’s forgivable that the Flames weren’t at the top of my watchability 
list after last season — a season where, yes, they were boring. They’re 
not now and I apologize to Flames fans everywhere for the slander. To 
make up for it, here’s a shiny top-five ranking, one that’s completely 
deserved after such a strong start. Oooooo look how pretty. 

Sean: Random player I’ve enjoyed watching — and I know the hive runs 
deep among Flames fans here — is Oliver Kylington. We needed another 
fun Pacific/Mountain time zone team, and I think we’ve got it. 

Dom: Please, please, please… I am begging for a Battle of Alberta 
playoff series. 

6. Boston Bruins 

Record: 5-3-0 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: I had them too high last week. I’ll cop to that; it was late, and I was 
tired. And I know the record’s not good, and the forward depth is bad, but 
we haven’t talked about it: What don’t you like about the Bruins? Four out 
of four points, an expected goals percentage of 67 this past week, 
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Patrice Bergeron is back on track … what’s the problem? Why are you 
biased against the Bruins? 

Dom: *scratches out “Dom rank: 10” and puts “Dom rank: 6”* 

I don’t know what you’re talking about, I’ve always liked the Bruins. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 5-3-2 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: It’s not often you see Victor Hedman cost his team the game, but 
man, did he ever hand the Leafs two points on Thursday. An 
uncharacteristically soft clearing attempt that led to the tying goal with a 
minute left, and an unnecessary slash in overtime that the Leafs 
capitalized on. He’s looked back to his usual self, for the most part, this 
year, but those final minutes weren’t pretty. 

Sean: I’m on autopilot with the Lightning, I think. Feels like I’ve seen 
enough of them over the past couple of years. They’re good, and they’ll 
be a problem in the spring. Actually, never mind. Andrei Vasilevksiy is 
only at a .919 save percentage and a 1.68 GSAx. He stinks! 

8. Washington Capitals 

Record: 5-1-4 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 7 

Sean: They’re going to dip as soon as Alex Ovechkin slumps a bit, but 
buddy, we’re not there yet. Sure, they lost to Florida on Thursday night — 
they’ve dropped all four of their overtime games, the Panthers’ winning 
goal could’ve gone to Tom Wilson, and Ilya Samsonov might be hurt — 
but Ovechkin scored his 10th goal of the season. He’s at 740, one back 
of Brett Hull, and back on pace for 82 goals this season. I say he does it. 

Dom: I hope Ovechkin scores 69 goals this year. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 6-4-1 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: The broken, embarrassing, despondent and utterly hopeless Leafs 
have suddenly won four in a row. Looks good on paper, but they barely 
beat a Blackhawks team that can’t beat anyone, lacked defensive 
composure against Detroit, and got a freebie against the Vegas Silver 
Knights. The win against Tampa Bay was the team’s most impressive, 
but it also took a Hedman gift for them to finally break the shutout. It’s a 
sign of life and improvement, but they’re still playing at a lower level than 
they should be. 

Sean: The only thing I care about regarding this team is that they do right 
by Jack Campbell. Seems like that happened on Thursday. 

10. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 4-4-1 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: It was time. Healthy, the Avalanche are probably the league’s most 
talented team. Healthy. They’re just not at this point, and it feels like 
every day the team loses someone new to the infirmary ward. Against 
Columbus, they were without Mikko Rantanen, Andre Burakovsky and 
Valeri Nichushkin up front and Cale Makar and Devon Toews on the 
backend. For those counting at home that’s 13 wins out of the lineup 
which is more than five teams have in total. It’s brutal. They’re still the 
Avalanche and will get some guys back soon just in time to run over the 
rest of the league, but for now it’s difficult to justify them any higher. 

Sean: I appreciate them for making it interesting. Thank you, Colorado. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 7-1-1 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: On Wednesday’s TNT broadcast, Rick Tocchet almost convinced 
me to push them up to first or second place. Then I looked at their 
numbers. Goo. I feel like I say this every week, but that forward group — 
Brandon Saad scored a shorty in his second post-COVID game on 
Thursday — makes me think they’re going to normalize eventually. 
They’re not going to win five of every six, but I also don’t think we’re 
going to see such a stark gap between process and result, either. 

Dom: They can be a team that outperforms expectations with a strong 
starter and sharpshooters, but yeah, not to this degree. 

12. New York Rangers 

Record:  6-2-2 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: Welcome to the Igor Shesterkin show, folks. He’s not the only 
reason the Rangers rank this high, but he’s a big part of it with his start 
putting up a sterling .943 and saving eight goals above expected over 
eight games. That means every game he saves at least one goal on his 
own which is pretty damn good. Last year’s best goalie, Marc-Andre 
Fleury, was at 0.56 per game.  

He’s been lights out, as has last year’s Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox, 
but the twin stars up front still have some room for improvement. Just two 
goals for Mika Zibanejad in 10 games and “just” 10 points for Artemi 
Panarin. Both can be better and that could give Rangers room to grow in 
a stacked Metro division. 

Sean: Someone asked me on the radio who I’d pick from the new(ish) 
crop of starting goaltenders. It’s Shesterkin until he proves otherwise. 

13. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 5-2-2 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Pretty “whatever” week on the ice; a one-goal win and a one-goal 
loss over two worse divisional teams. Nikolaj Ehlers is at 2:32 of power-
play time per game, by the way. Is it happening? I don’t even care that 
he’s only got one point there on the season. Just glad to see it. 

Dom: A tradition like no other, the Winnipeg Jets being ranked exactly 
13th. 

14. New York Islanders 
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Record: 4-2-2 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: A 6-2 thumping is more like it for a team many expected to be 
dominant this season. Sure, it was against the Canadiens who have 
been terrible this season, but any big win is impressive. Shoutout to 
Brock Nelson, an official Power Rankings Darling, who potted four of 
those goals. He’s so much better than he’s given credit for, one of the 
best second-line centers in hockey. That gives him six goals in eight 
games this season. 

Sean: Were you starting to get worried about them? I kinda was. 

Dom: Never. I’ve always had faith in this team. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 4-3-2 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Never a good sign when your social team is starting tweets out like 
this. 

MORE BAD NEWS TO REPORT. 

HEAD COACH MIKE SULLIVAN WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR 
TONIGHT’S GAME AGAINST THE PHILADELPHIA FLYERS DUE TO 
COVID-RELATED PROTOCOLS. ASSISTANT COACH TODD 
REIRDEN WILL ASSUME SULLIVAN’S DUTIES BEHIND THE BENCH 
TONIGHT IN HIS ABSENCE. 

— PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (@PENGUINS) NOVEMBER 4, 2021 

Fun fact: Whoever wrote this is, like, three positive tests away from 
playing on Teddy Blueger’s wing. That was a necessary win for 
Pittsburgh on Thursday. It’d be a lot easier for them to wait out whatever 
their COVID situation is — they’re at eight shelved players on the season 
and currently missing Sidney Crosby and most of their defense — if Jake 
Guentzel starts scoring. He got one against Philly. That’s a good sign. 

16. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 5-2-2 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: It is said that the true making of a strong ranking is that the 
Philadelphia Flyers land in the middle of it. Maybe they deserve better 
given the team is 5-2-2, but that 46 percent expected goals rate — fourth 
last in the league by the way — don’t impress us much. Near the top of 
the standings, near the bottom of the Corsi Hockey League. We’ll split 
the difference. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 5-5-0 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: It took four years, but they finally have an expansion team roster. 
They, rightfully, don’t give a shit about the games they’re playing right 
now, so why should we? 

Dom: Can we just fast forward to the Pacioretty-Eichel-Stone line, 
please? 

18. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 6-4-0 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom: The 6-3-0 Sharks? Sure. Yes. Absolutely. We all saw that coming. 
A big Timo Meier breakout surely helps with all that. He was the next big 
thing according to the analytics community a few years back and 
immediately saw his play take a tumble. It’s nice to see him get back on 
track on a killer top line. The Sharks won a handful of games without him, 
along with several other regulars, and that’s pretty wild. Who knows if all 
this will last, but the league is a better place when the Sharks are good. 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 4-3-1 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Sean: On Saturday, I watched the Devils play a fairly boring, competent 
game against Pittsburgh. Not much a surprise there; it feels like Lindy 
Ruff watched Jack Hughes get hurt and immediately dialed it back. One 
of my big takeaways there, though, was that they’re well-coached and, 
uh, I’m not sure what legit pieces they have outside Hughes, Dougie 
Hamilton, Nico Hischier, Mackenzie Blackwood and Ty Smith. There’s 
something missing from the core. I like what they’re doing, but eh. 

Dom: How dare you besmirch the good name of Dawson Mercer, one of 
the greatest hockey names of all time. Five points in eight games and a 
55 percent expected goal rate? Kid looks good. 

Sean: No joke, I knew I forgot someone. I was sitting next to Corey 
Masisak, and he said he might be good. That’s fun; I want one of those 
ancillary guys to pan out. 

20. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 4-6-1 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: The Seattle Kraken at home: a 61 percent expected goals rate. 
The Seattle Kraken on the road: 46 percent expected goals rate. A tale of 
two worlds so far for The Squid Squad who look like world-beaters on 
home ice and showed just that against the Sabres last night. They 
dominated the game outshooting Buffalo 38-21 and earning 76 percent of 
the expected goals en route to a 5-2 victory. The ol’ deserve-to-win 
o’meter was hilarious and it’s not the first time Seattle has seen it this 
lopsided at home. 

The team’s record still isn’t great, yes, but the wins will come if they keep 
up this play. Maybe a goaltending switch over to Chris Driedger might 
help, as Philipp Grubauer hasn’t been great at all to start the year. He’s 
let in some doozies this year. 

Sean: The hands-down funniest outcome for the Kraken would be if 
Grubauer stinks. Also saw the phrase “leading goal-scorer Brandon 
Tanev” today. Tanev is a blast, but that doesn’t say anything particularly 
great about their production thus far. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Record: 6-3-0 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Buddy, we’ve been gassing up Cole Sillinger all season — might 
just be me, but whatever — and the kid scored twice in the third period to 
beat the Avs, then assisted on the game-winner. Relative to his 
teammates, he’s above water in expected and actual goals. He’s also 
staying put at 18 years old. Good for him and good for Blue Jackets fans, 
who can be happy about a homegrown center. That’s rare for them. 

Dom: We had the Blue Jackets way low to start, probably because we 
don’t believe they’ll keep this up and the underlyings are brutal, but at 6-
3-0 they deserve some benefit of the doubt early. Nice start and 
Sillinger’s play certainly helps. He looks like a keeper. 

22. Dallas Stars 

Record: 4-4-2 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: The fourth craziest thing I saw all week? The Stars won another 
overtime game! It just happened on the TV in front of me! Assuming I 
wasn’t hallucinating, Jamie Benn scored to beat the Flames. That’s neat. 
One of the things to watch with them all season was whether Miro 
Heiskanen’s offensive game started to bloom a bit more. 

OKAY, YEAH, THAT PASS FROM MIRO WAS HOT FIRE FLAMES   

 : @BALLYSPORTSSW PIC.TWITTER.COM/PRWPHLZDD0 

— DALLAS STARS (@DALLASSTARS) NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

He’s got eight points in 10 games. So … there you go. 

Dom: Absurd stat courtesy of Dimitri Filipovic. The Stars love to make 
every single game as close as possible. 

THE DALLAS STARS ARE NOW 4-4-2 THIS SEASON 

6 OF THOSE GAMES HAVE GONE INTO OVERTIME 

8 OF THEM HAVE BEEN 1-GOAL GAMES 

A LEAGUE HIGH 49.6% OF THEIR GAME TIME HAS BEEN SPENT 
WITH A TIED SCORE 

WEEEEEEEEE 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 4-5-1 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Hey now, that’s three straight wins for the Kings who are starting to 
look a little more like the team many hyped up before the season started. 
Alex Iafallo has three goals and five points in those contests and is off to 
a really hot start with nine points in 10 games. Not bad for a U2 song. 

Sean: I wrote them off last week because of those injuries, but they’re 
back to “worth tracking” status. Also, after 30 seconds of contemplation, 
I’ve decided that I like the Iafallo joke. 

24. Nashville Predators 

Record: 5-5-0 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: I think the Preds are taking over for Anaheim as our “lower-third 
team that’s too dull to care about.” The Ducks have a guy or two worth 
watching. I’m not sure I feel that way about anyone in Nashville, other 
than Short King Juuse Saros, and he’s a goalie, so whatever. Roman 
Josi is great, but he’s not a reason to watch. A mid-team with a bunch of 
mid dudes. Not bad enough to hate-watch and not good enough to care 
about all that much. 

Dom: Filip Forsberg, the one exciting guy, is week-to-week with an injury. 
Big no thanks to any game featuring these guys. Of course, they’re 5-5-0 
too. Mid AF. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 4-5-1 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: If you want an inside look into the Vancouver Canucks experience, 
this sequence from earlier this week says it all. Absolutely unhinged 
defensively and Thatcher Demko saving the day while chaos reigns 
around him. 

The Canucks are getting caved in on a nightly basis, but at least Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson is doing his part so far. He’s a really good case study on 
the current limitations of analytics when it comes to defenders. He looked 
like a complete liability for Arizona over the past few years, but his start 
with Vancouver has been seriously impressive. Just two points in 10 
games, but the five-on-five numbers have been great. 

Sean: Hey, uh, Elias Pettersson has five points and a -9.17 relative 
expected goals percentage. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 5-4-1 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom: The Sabres started 5-1-1, but reality is setting in. They got 
embarrassed by the Kraken last night to make it three straight losses and 
it’s only a matter of time before they likely drop down to their usual spot 
in the standings. 

That’s not what really matters here though — it’s that Jack Eichel and his 
Bad Vibes are finally gone and Rebuild 2.0 can truly kick off. The trade 
was fine given the circumstances and we already graded it with friend of 
the rankings Corey Pronman. So, not much more to add here other than I 
personally hope Peyton Krebs turns into something amazing. Buffalo 
deserves a win. 

Sean: Every week, we go out of our way to (sincerely) pray for peace 
among Sabres fans, and we still get folks livid with us for … disrespect, 
or something? Like we’re going out of our way to dump on the city or the 
fanbase or something? I love Buffalo. I want good things for those 
people. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 3-9-0 

Last Week: 30 
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Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 26 

Sean: Bright spot is … uh … Jonathan Drouin didn’t get concussed after 
taking a puck to the head? I also really liked what Arpon wrote earlier this 
week on the development of Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield and Alexander 
Romanov. That’s what matters, at this point. 

28. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 4-5-2 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: The Red Wings lost back-to-back games in Canada. Would’ve 
been sick as hell if their leading goal scorer was there to help, but alas. 

Sean: Using his day off to have a great time online, no doubt. 

29. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 4-4-3 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: Five of six points for the Ducks! Are they … are they interesting?! 
Seems so. There’s more than one reason for that, as Eric Stephens 
detailed, but let’s get real, Trevor Zegras is enough. His point production 
isn’t great, and it appears that someone is going to injure him deliberately 
in the near future — maybe next time, P.K. Subban — but he does stuff 
like this on the regular. 

I’d thank him personally if I could. 

Dom: Something also fun about Zegras is that he has tried several times 
to do the Michigan which automatically will make him one of my favourite 
players once he pulls it off. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 3-6-1 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom: The telltale sign that someone used my fantasy draft cheat sheet is 
that they drafted Josh Norris way too high. Six goals and eight points in 
10 games with 28 shots. Not a bad start for the sophomore, and the 
same goes for linemate Drake Batherson who has 11 points in 10 
games. Now if the rest of the kids can get their acts together, we might 
be cooking with upwards of a 75-point pace here. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 0-9-1 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: God bless Jay Beagle. He’s played hard hockey for many years 
and seems like a nice guy. The fact that he was a first-line center for the 
Coyotes a few days ago should’ve gotten them fined. 

Dom: It’s the long game. Come trade deadline, some GM is going to see 
14:45 average ice-time, notice the tweets that have him listed as a top-
line center and trade a second-rounder for him. Big brain move. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 1-8-2 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: During the Rankings Process, Sean texted me asking if it was time 
to put Arizona last because let’s face it — the Coyotes might be the worst 
team ever assembled. Fair enough, but that’s by design and it’s working 
flawlessly. When you think about it, it’s a perfectly built team for its stated 
goal. Chicago? Baby, this was supposed to be a playoff team!  

Seth Jones! Marc-Andre Fleury! The return of Jonathan Toews! None of 
it matters as the team has exactly one (1) more win than a Coyotes team 
that’s desperately trying to lose. It’s embarrassing; deserved karma for 
everything that happened off the ice with this franchise. It’s only fitting 
that the on-ice product isn’t there to distract anyone from it. This 
franchise is the league’s worst from top to bottom, on and off the ice. 
Chicago doesn’t deserve to be any higher and 32 honestly feels 
generous. 

Sean: At least Jeremy Colliton is having a normal one. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: NHL prospects I was wrong about — Jake 
Sanderson, Moritz Seider and more 

 

By Scott Wheeler Nov 5, 2021  

 

I can already see that smirk on your face, reader! You saw the title of this 
article and you clicked it faster than I’m comfortable with, didn’t you? 

In all seriousness, though, I have often written about the importance of 
transparency in my work here at The Athletic. If you’re going to subscribe 
to read our coverage, you need to trust that it distinguishes itself with its 
research, insight, and information, but also with its candidness and 
openness. 

I hope the first part shines through in the work itself, but I’ve also tried to 
make the second part a staple of what I do. 

Since joining The Athletic in 2017, I’ve regularly reviewed my work, 
highlight my bias, underline my mistakes, and adjust my approach to 
player evaluation accordingly. There’s my guide to scouting, updated 
annually, which explains in detail how I do my job, from my process to 
how I watch a game or the things I look for in players. Each year, I also 
review my final draft ranking of three years earlier to look at what I got 
right and wrong and measure my track record and hold myself 
accountable. 

Here, taking a page out of my colleague Corey Pronman’s work, I’ll look 
back at the Hall of Fame of prospects I got wrong. If you’ve read my 
annual reviews of my old rankings, some of this will be repetitive. 

The goal remains the same, though, and it’s to learn from the prospects I 
have either been much too high or much too low on over the years in 
order to make sense of what I missed or emphasized. 

And after eight years of doing this kind of work, there’s a long list to 
choose from. Here are 10 of them, sorted in chronological order. 

RHD Jeremy Roy (San Jose Sharks — No. 31, 2015) 

My final draft ranking: No. 11 
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We begin with an ugly one. I really grew fond of Roy’s game during his 
first two seasons in the QMJHL. He was the No. 4 pick into the QMJHL 
and he’d lived up to it. As a 16-year-old, he won the QMJHL’s defensive 
rookie of the year award and was named to the league’s All-Rookie 
Team, posting 14 goals 44 points in 64 games. The 14 goals were the 
most by an under-17 QMJHL defenceman in 33 years. The 44 points 
were the most by an under-17 QMJHL defenceman in 24 years. Both of 
those things have actually since extended by another eight years since, 
too, outproducing recent rookie standouts like Samuel Girard 
(Avalanche) and Lukas Cormier (Golden Knights). That year, he also 
captained one of Canada’s teams at U17 worlds, where he led all 
defencemen in points with five in six games and was named to the 
tournament’s All-Star team. The following season, in his draft year, he 
starred for Canada twice more, winning a gold and bronze medal in the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup (where he again wore a letter) and U18 worlds 
(where he was named one of Canada’s top three players). In the QMJHL, 
he pushed for a point per game while wearing a letter for Sherbrooke, 
again leading the league’s U18 defencemen in scoring (including 
Thomas Chabot, who would be selected No. 18 that year. So the 
statistical profile screamed top prospect. 

There was a lot to like about his game, too. He was intelligent, 
calculating, efficient and poised with the puck. He saw the ice well and 
had a hard shot, both of which combined with the aforementioned skills 
to suggest he had power-play upside. He was a righty with an NHL 
frame. 

So how, now age 24, did he go from there to four seasons in the AHL, 
not a single NHL game played, and a trip over to Slovakia, where he’s 
now playing? 

Well, there were warning signs I should have caught onto. The big one 
was his skating, which always looked a little heavy and sluggish. It wasn’t 
terrible. He moved fine at the junior level. But it should have been clearer 
to me that it was going to become a bit of an impediment at the pro level. 
I also probably gave his defensive game a little too much credit. That 
Sherbrooke team wasn’t great defensively on the whole (they were worse 
than their decent record indicated, for sure) and I think I identified their 
defensive issues and excused some of the problems he had as problems 
of the team. It’s hard to become a two-way, top-four defenceman, which 
is the projection I settled on for him, when skating and your man-to-man 
coverage aren’t strengths, especially when your offensive game is 
impressive but maybe not quite as dynamic as the numbers indicated. 

Injuries, as is often the case, also played a huge role in his development. 
He has suffered a major injury in five of his last eight seasons, including 
severe knee injuries in back-to-back years after he was drafted. 

RW Jeremy Bracco (Toronto Maple Leafs — No. 61, 2015) 

My final draft ranking: No. 22 

Bracco’s another example of a kid whose statistical profile looked 
projectable even when his game shouldn’t have. This is a kid who broke 
the national program’s assist record (64 assists in 65 games), won U17 
and U18 golds while leading both tournaments in assists (eight and then 
10), won a third gold with USA Hockey at the world juniors (where he 
actually impressed the coaching staff and scouts with his defensive play, 
which was never a hallmark of his game), won a Memorial Cup, won a 
Calder Cup (albeit in a depth role as a rookie), and then made the AHL’s 
First All-Star Team as a sophomore, rattling off 79 points in 75 games 
and a Calder Cup playoffs-leading 12 playoff assists. His cohorts every 
step of the way have since become NHL players. 

His ability to hit seams was always high-end. It still is today. There aren’t 
many players in hockey who slide passes through coverage as he does. 
But, as with Roy, his skating (which stood out for his often-overreliant 
ability to go heel-to-heel with such ease but was slow in straight lines), 
especially given his diminutive size, was always going to make it hard for 
him to get off the perimeter. It also meant that if he was going to make it, 
it had to be with the right kind of linemates (players who could do the 
dirty work along the wall and score when he found them, which is a lot to 
ask) in an offensive role that included power play time. On a Leafs team 

with no shortage of playmakers at right wing, that was always going to be 
a challenge. I should have recognized that his career path, which ended 
in him as mid-level pro playmaker who was always going to do damage 
at lower levels but probably never really had an NHL future, was more 
predictable, even back in his draft year. 

After spending last year in Finland, he’s now playing in the DEL with 
Krefeld, where he leads the team in scoring. 

LW Vitali Abramov (Ottawa Senators via Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 
65, 2016) 

My final draft ranking: No. 17 

Abramov is maybe my biggest miss ever because he’s one of the 
prospects I have: 

Watched play the most. I was based out of Ottawa for his first two 
seasons in nearby Gatineau and watched him play live at The Bob (RIP 
to my favourite junior hockey barn) two-to-three times a month for two 
years. 

Fought hardest for publicly and privately. 

I remember attending the NHLPA Rookie Showcase back here in 
Toronto after he was drafted and all of the kids who participated — the 
best drafted prospects in the league — just marvelled, unprompted, at 
the things he did during their game. He had some of the slickest hands 
I’d ever seen in a teenager, regularly executing end-to-end, ankle-
breaking plays at speed in junior. There was a between-the-legs outside-
in cut at least once a game. There was a defender who he pulled a puck 
through and left stumbling from a standstill at least once a game. There 
were spin passes. There were dashes around the offensive zone for 
entire shifts. He was a marvel. Like a little junior hockey Pavel Datsyuk 
(without the defensive, stick-lifting brilliance). And then on top of those 
things, he worked extremely hard, kept his feet moving, and played with 
an energy about him that was endearing. But when things didn’t work out 
in Columbus, you knew that the NHL opportunities that are sometimes 
handed to high-end skill kids from junior weren’t going to come quite as 
easily in his second stop. He would have to earn his way from the AHL 
into the NHL, likely starting out in a depth role. And that just never 
materialized. Even when he did look like himself in the AHL, and those 
NHL auditions came, he never got the role or minutes that suited him. 
And though he was dynamic on his edges, he also never found the 
separation gear that he probably needed at his size to make the leap. It 
also got harder and harder for him to beat guys one-on-one when he ran 
into tougher competition, something I should have recognized. 

Given where I had him ranked in his draft year, success was never 
promised. It never is for the guys who aren’t the true top-10 types. But I 
got carried away and should have done a better job checking my 
exposure bias. 

C Casey Mittelstadt (Buffalo Sabres — No. 8, 2017) 

My final draft ranking: No. 4 

Woof. I mean, Mittelstadt’s a fine-to-good NHL player now. He’ll be a top-
two centre on the Eichel-less Sabres when he returns from his upper-
body injury. But he’s not No. 4 good and I was too bullish on his skill 
level, in his case without the kind of statistical profile and track record 
that warranted it (at least in terms of a top-five conversation). I saw the 
lightning-quick hands and was wowed like everyone else by his 
performance at the then-named CCM/USA Hockey All-American 
Prospects Game, where he looked peerless alongside other top 
prospects like Josh Norris, Jason Robertson, and Kailer Yamamoto. He 
looked like a kid who was progressing steeply out of high school hockey 
and had top-of-the-lineup NHL skill and a ton of potential if he could 
properly fill out his frame and maybe pick up half a step. And I 
overestimated each of those things, from his skill level right through to his 
athleticism and the likelihood that he would get a little quicker. 

There’s just no way to beat around the bush on this one. I ranked him 
ahead of Cale Makar, Elias Pettersson, and Miro Heiskanen, who were 
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ranked 5-6-7 on my final board. The Pettersson ranking actually looks 
good in hindsight, because I was much higher on him than most at the 
time (Mittelstadt was actually sixth and Pettersson was actually seventh, 
one spot lower than where I had him, in Bob McKenzie’s final consensus 
poll of scouts that year). But Mittelstadt ahead of Makar and Heiskanen? 
Woof is appropriate. In hindsight, I leaned into the projection and the 
belief that he’d continue along the same development curve he’d been 
on, which undersold the risk inherent in a high school kid who had just 
half a year in the USHL and was impactful (30 points in 24 games is 
absolutely impressive for a rookie, especially considering the way he 
dummied the Minnesota high school circuit) but still not a world-beater 
there outside the isolation of the flashes. 

LHD Jonny Tychonick (Ottawa Senators — No. 48, 2018) 

My final draft ranking: No. 17 

I know Sens fans clicked on this link faster than any other fanbase. I also 
know that they didn’t come here expecting a re-hash of Jonny Tychonick, 
who they’ve already probably forgotten about. And I’ll get to Jake 
Sanderson in a second but I think my misread on Tychonick was the one 
that was actually egregious. 

There were two things that I put too much stock in with Tychonick. The 
first, was his raw athleticism and skating ability. I think there’s this 
misconception in player evaluation in hockey that puts too much 
emphasis on forwards that can really fly (see: Michael McLeod, the 
Foudy brothers, Zach Senyshyn, etc.) and too little emphasis on 
defenders who can skate in favour of things like size and length. The 
game is a track meet through neutral ice, where defenders need to be 
able to gap up and steer faster player into tough spots (which the 
aforementioned speedsters so often put themselves in). The game is not 
a track meet inside the offensive zone for forwards, though. There, NHL 
teams need problem-solvers up front. In Tychonick, I saw the plus-level 
skating and the brilliant BCHL playoff run and thought that with four years 
in college, there could really be something there. 

The second thing I put too much emphasis in was his demeanour, which 
is not something I typically spend almost any time studying in these kids 
unless they really wow me. At the combine that year, Tychonick’s 
charisma, and confidence, and aura really mirrored the bold, aggressive 
game he played at the Junior A level. 

Then, at the University of North Dakota, I think both of those things got 
him in trouble when the confidence was perceived as cockiness, an injury 
popped up, his decision-making didn’t catch up to his skating and 
transition game, and he fell out of favour on a deep team, switched 
schools, and put himself forever behind the eight ball. Now, him even 
getting an NHL deal out of college is in jeopardy. 

LHD K’Andre Miller (New York Rangers — No. 22, 2018) 

My final draft ranking: No. 57 

Miller has been a fascinating case study. He was bigger and stronger 
and more powerful than everyone else, he lacked some of the other tools 
that are typically needed when that gap closes up levels, but then the 
gap never felt like it closed (he’s still bigger, and stronger, and more 
powerful than everyone else), and he was able to cover up some of warts 
just enough to make use of those obvious advantages that he has. My 
worry during his draft year was built primarily around his decision-making 
and the way it would limit him when pace ramped up. He was prone to 
make mistakes. But that’s a hard characteristic to project forward in 
either direction, at least at that age. Some kids never fix the decision-
making/processing piece of their game. Others, through repetition and 
experience, do. He clearly fell into the latter group. 

RHD Moritz Seider (Detroit Red Wings — No. 6, 2019) 

My final ranking: No. 35 

I wrote in the lead-up to the 2019 draft after that year’s scouting combine 
that if there were one player who were going to rise between my May 6 
final draft ranking’s release and the June 21-22 draft weekend, it would 

have been Seider. There’s a reason I’ve released my final rankings later 
in the years since. The men’s world championships, which Seider played 
in and impressed in, didn’t start until May 10 that year, four days after my 
list was already published. But even after he played his best hockey from 
the DEL playoffs and into worlds, I still wrote that he would have ranked 
in the 20s on my list if I were to have updated it (even though it was clear 
he was going to go top 15 and maybe push into the top 10). So there was 
still a disconnect between where I was at and where the Red Wings 
drafted him, even if my perspective was rosier than a slightly outdated 
ranking. There was no way I was taking Seider over Dylan Cozens, or 
Trevor Zegras, or Matt Boldy, or Cole Caufield, or Alex Newhook, or 
Peyton Krebs at the time, at the very least. And today, we know that he 
absolutely belongs with those kids, if not ahead of them. So that’s on me. 

The big hole in my Seider evaluation centred around my belief (or lack 
thereof) in his offensive tools. The size-skating-intelligence-maturity-
defending combo was plain to the eye to see. But before the draft, and 
even in the first year after, I felt his play with the puck was too passive 
and deferential to his teammates. When the Red Wings picked him, I 
thought they were getting a good future top-four guy. I didn’t think they 
were also getting a PP1 quarterback who was going to be equally as 
impactful offensively as he was defensively. Some of that, I still believe, 
is better than anticipated progression with his toolkit inside the offensive 
zone since he was drafted. But some of that also comes from the 
minutes and reps that he earned offensively because his game 
defensively allowed him to get onto the ice so often. 

Either way, he’s a heck of a player already and one of the best young 
defencemen in the sport — and certainly more of a sixth pick than a 20s 
selection. 

C Connor McMichael (Washington Capitals — No. 25, 2019) 

My final ranking: No. 46 

My final McMichael draft ranking is one I’ve thought about a lot because 
he was in the late 20s and 30s on my board for most of that year, I slid 
him down late due to a disappointing postseason, he flipped me back 
pretty quickly the next season, and I’ve been a huge proponent of his 
game since. I think part of what I got wrong about McMichael came down 
to the trickiness of evaluating young players on the Knights, where 
deployment and ice time are just so different than they are with other 
clubs. It takes a long time for young players to earn minutes in London, 
and then by the time they do they usually take off playing a lot. 
McMichael had found trust earlier than most because of his versatile, 
well-rounded game, only to have it pulled back a little when he hit a bit of 
a wall. And while he has always been able to really shoot it, his offensive 
game outside of the scoring areas was always good but not great. 

“McMichael is a player who does a lot of different things really well at the 
junior level but (outside of maybe his release) doesn’t have any standout 
skill that really leaves you thinking “that will translate to the NHL.” As a 
result, he projects as a third-line forward more than a high-end scorer,” I 
wrote in that final draft ranking. 

There were some strides taken, too. He improved his skating and picked 
up a bit more outside speed. He got stronger and filled out a frame that 
was then a bit of a work in progress. That took his projection from middle-
six to top-six. But I also think the all-around B-level skill that I saw had a 
little more to it than I realized. 

LHD Jake Sanderson (Ottawa Senators — No. 5, 2020) 

My final draft ranking: No. 17 

The thing about my Sanderson ranking is that I feel the same way about 
it now as I did then more or less. My last sentence on Sanderson in my 
final draft ranking for 2020 was the following: “If the first nine players on 
my board are gone, I wouldn’t scoff at taking Sanderson as high as 10th-
overall in this draft.” My problem with the Senators selecting Sanderson 
fifth had nothing to do with who he was as a player. I’ve written and 
spoken glowingly about Sanderson’s game. The raw tools, the 
athleticism, the skating, the positioning, the timing, the reads, the 
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decision making, all of it. He has also grown two inches since the draft 
while continuing to add muscle to an already-muscular frame. My 
problem with the Senators selecting Sanderson No. 5 in that draft was 
that I felt that Marco Rossi, Cole Perfetti, Alexander Holtz, Jamie 
Drysdale and Anton Lundell, who were all still available, were going to be 
better NHL players and also better fits for a Senators organization that I 
believed (and still believe) needed game-breakers in its prospect pool up 
front more than on the blue line, even after selecting Tim Stützle. Today, 
I still feel that way on both fronts. I wouldn’t take him No. 5 in a do-over if 
I were in the Sens’ shoes tomorrow. I understand why the Senators 
would and why their fans feel comfortable with the pick. He’s a 
tremendous prospect whose touch and feel with the puck inside the 
offensive zone has taken major steps forward (though I still don’t think 
he’s going to be a high-end producer offensively). It’s hard not to like 
your guy when he continues to build and thrive. But it was a darn-good 
draft at the top where even players like Iaroslav Askarov, Dawson 
Mercer, Dylan Holloway, and Seth Jarvis, who slotted into that same “I’d 
consider him starting at 10” group for me, have progressed nicely and 
are on their way to being impactful NHL players. 

Where I think I was too low on Sanderson was, like with Seider, inside 
the offensive zone. They’re completely different players there 
(Sanderson’s more aggressive and more likely to use his shot) but 
they’ve both added and developed tools there quickly. There were 
absolutely two players ranked ahead of Sanderson on my board who no 
longer belong with him, though: Noel Gunler (who may appear in this 
piece within the next couple of years if he doesn’t find his way) and Jan 
Mysak (who I still believe in and was one of the younger players in that 
draft but just hasn’t progressed like I expected). And while I’d seen that 
year just how fast Sanderson was progressing (he became the talk of the 
draft in the second half), and recognized that he too was on the younger 
side, I probably didn’t give those things quite enough weight. 

I wonder, too, whether Seider and Sanderson’s slower rises up boards 
(despite their big second halves) illuminate a bigger problem I have with 
making determinations on players a little too early. 

RW/LW Yegor Chinakhov (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 21, 2020) 

My final draft ranking: Not ranked 

This was just an oversight. Chinakov was an overager, I felt like his 
skating and problem-solving were issues, and whenever I made time to 
revisit him I suspect I didn’t get his best. He looked like a mid-to-late 
round bet for me. I wouldn’t have touched him in the first three rounds, let 
alone the first, and while I still think 21st was too high (it’s still clear he 
was still taken in front of several better prospects) given where he was at 
that point (and, frankly, even where he is today, which is a lot further 
ahead), he’s closer to that tier now than to the one I had him in. That shot 
of his is … something. It was his biggest weapon then, but it’s either on a 
different level now or I was sleeping on it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid's legend grows with Gretzky-like effort in front of 
Oilers greats 

 

Mark Spector 

November 6, 2021, 2:11 AM 

 

EDMONTON -- On a night where the Edmonton Oilers honoured another 
legend -- the last of the dynasty era Hall of Famers -- it was the legend of 
Connor McDavid that grew a foot. 

They came to watch Kevin Lowe’s No. 4 rise to the rafters at Rogers 
Place. But they walked into the Edmonton night marvelling at their next 

Hall of Famer, as McDavid brought the house down with a late, game-
tying goal that was perhaps the best he’s ever scored. 

Hyperbole, you say? 

Let’s ask his teammates: 

“It’s the best goal I have ever seen,” said Zach Hyman. 

“He’ll downplay it,” Darnell Nurse said, nodding to his right at McDavid in 
the post-game interviews. “But that was… probably the nicest goal I’ve 
ever seen.” 

Remaining Time -1:01 

Gotta See It: McDavid stickhandles through Rangers, dekes around 
Georgiev 

What a fabulous, throwback night it was in Edmonton Friday, as the old 
Oilers Hall of Famers -- minus Wayne Gretzky and Grant Fuhr -- 
gathered for one last jersey retirement. As they looked on, drinks in hand, 
Edmonton fell behind 4-1, tied the game and fell behind again. 

It was an evening that deserved better than a close-but-no-cigar 
comeback bid. Cue McDavid, whose Gretzkian effort tied the game with 
2:59 to play before Leon Draisaitl’s overtime snipe left the Oilers at 9-1 
and the crowd apoplectic. 

“Paul Coffey was talking at the Gala last night for Kevin,” said Oilers 
head coach Dave Tippett. “He (said he) loved 8-7 games. This wasn't 8-
7, but we got close to it. Fun game.” 

On an evening where they gathered to fete Lowe -- the Oilers' first-ever 
draft pick, their first-ever goal scorer, and a stay-at-home defenceman 
who anchored the blue line on all five of Edmonton’s Stanley Cups -- 
McDavid stole the show with a game-tying goal that should go into a time 
capsule. 

McDavid bobbled a puck at the offensive blue line and had to take it into 
the neutral zone, then wait for his teammates to clear the zone before he 
could enter again. As he swooped and swerved with the puck, four New 
York Rangers built a red, white and blue fence that no mortal player 
would have challenged, one-on-four. 

As Dallas Eakins used to say, McDavid narrowed his eyes and went right 
at the box, came out the other side, put a juicy deke on goaltender 
Alexandar Georgiev and scored into an open net. 

You’ve seen it by now and it was incredible. 

They will play that clip in this building one day, ironically, while No. 97 is 
going into the rafters. 

“Ninety nine percent of the league, dumps the puck in there,” said 
Tippett. “He’s scored some amazing goals... (GM) Ken Holland and I 
were talking about that after the game, and that's going right up there 
(with the best of them).” 

The media poked and prodded at McDavid to lay claim to a level of 
wizardry on the play, some kind of sorcery, and he fought it. 

“I was unhappy I couldn’t keep the puck in the zone,” he said. “I kind of 
lost the handle -- I kind of lost the handle of the puck all night -- but I just 
tried to pick my way through there. The guys did a good job of getting 
back on-side, and I tried to just pick my way through. Find my way 
through.” 

What would command him to take on four Rangers, with three minutes 
left on the clock in a 5-4 game? 

“It’s probably not the best idea to take on four guys every night,” he said, 
“but the situation was just kind of weird. Everyone was kind of coming up, 
I was coming down the pipe… Just tried to make a play.” 

Where does this goal rate in the pantheon of highlight-reel goals he has 
scored? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 6, 2021 

 

“Yeah, it was a nice goal. I’ve scored some nice goals in my career, and 
that’s up there with a few of them," he said. "The timing of it, with the 
timing and the night, it definitely felt a little bigger than just a game in 
November. 

“I’m paid to score big goals, and I’m paid to do that type of stuff. You 
know, just doing my job.” 

Jesse Puljujarvi had two goals, with Finnish legend Jari Kurri in the 
house, as the Oilers set a team record by notching a powerplay goal in 
each of their first 10 games of the season. 

McDavid had a goal and three points Friday and has a point in every 
game this season. He extended his regular season scoring skein to 18 
games, dating back to last season. 

The Oilers are 9-1 -- as good an opening 10 games as this franchise has 
enjoyed since merging from the World Hockey Association -- and now hit 
the road after an emotional, fevered win in front of a nearly packed house 
and all the legends of their past. 

It was a storybook night, and maybe -- just maybe -- just the first chapter 
in a storybook season. 

“We don’t want to get too far ahead of ourselves. It’s 10 games in,” 
McDavid said. “It’s a good start. It’s a special night with all the legends in 
the building… Honestly, we wanted to perform well, and we didn’t do that 
for a large part of the game. But finding a way to win a game like that? 

“You can build on it.” 

You can build a legend on it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks left searching for answers on special teams: 
'There's no excuses' 

 

Iain MacIntyre November 6, 2021, 2:37 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Canucks are doing a lot of things well, 
but none of it is enough to offset the devastating effects of the special 
teams that cost them another game Friday night. 

The Canucks outshot and outchanced the Nashville Predators at even 
strength, but got torched by the visitors’ power play while going 0-for-5 on 
their own advantages. The 3-2 loss dispersed all the positivity from 
Tuesday’s rare win and sunk Vancouver to 1-4 on its seven-game 
homestand. 

The Canucks have been outscored 7-1 on special teams in the five 
games at Rogers Arena, with the lone goal by their power play coming 
amid 20 power-play chances. All four losses were by a single goal. 

“We know we have to be better on both sides: PK and PP,” veteran 
defenceman Tyler Myers told reporters after the Canucks slipped back to 
two games under .500 at 4-6-1. “You can tell guys are working; it's not 
that. We're just missing pucks by a couple of inches here and there and 
it's not going our way right now. We have to keep talking about it and we 
have to try and find a way to get better. 

“It decides a lot of hockey games throughout the year, and right now it's 
not going our way. Whoever wins the special teams battle usually comes 
out on top, so we've got to try and swing the pendulum here.” 

Through 11 games, the Canucks special teams are minus-five in goal 
differential. That is not survivable. Even with their improved defensive 
play, the team is not nearly good enough at even-strength to start each 
game a half-goal behind on special teams. 

Vancouver’s power play is ranked 25th in the National Hockey League at 
14 per cent, its penalty killing even worse at 29th and just 66.7 per cent. 

With top penalty-killers Tyler Motte (neck surgery) and Brandon Sutter 
(long-haul COVID-19 symptoms) missing since the season began, the 
Canucks’ shorthanded play was always going to be a challenge. 

Boeser undresses Saros in close to score 

But the ineptitude of the power play is baffling considering the talent: 
Elias Pettersson, Brock Boeser, J.T. Miller, Quinn Hughes, Conor 
Garland, Bo Horvat. 

“It's tough,” Boeser said. “Obviously, that's the difference in the game. 
We say it a lot: it just comes down to effort, shooting the puck, putting in 
the effort to get the puck back, opening up another shot, shoot it again. 
Crash the net. We've just got to keep it simple. You can't keep looking for 
the perfect play. We've just got to find a way. We've got to find a way. 
There's no excuses.” 

On Friday, head coach Travis Green and power-play coach Jason King 
significantly altered the top unit, removing Horvat from the bumper, 
Hughes from the point and Alex Chiasson from the net-front while 
promoting Garland, Boeser and defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson from 
the second unit. 

Removing Hughes, whose 47 power-play points since the start of his 
rookie season in 2019 are second among all NHL defenceman, was 
especially bold and risky. 

The results of the new power play were the same as the old. 

The problem isn’t the point play or zone entries, it’s the lack of crisp 
movement and lateral passes in the offensive zone. Miller and 
Pettersson, the two holdovers from PP1, have struggled as much as 
anyone to make plays. 

The buzzsaw Garland, who never stands still with the puck, gave the 
power play a little more movement but the unit still looked static. 

Höglander fakes shot, dangles around Saros to score beauty 

In 10 minutes of power-play time, the Canucks generated just three shots 
on Predators goalie Juuse Soros. By contrast, in just 3:13 of advantage 
time, Nashville had five shots on net and two goals, including Philip 
Tomasino’s game-winner at 19:15 of the second period when Vancouver 
defenceman Tucker Poolman was too slow going to the ice to prevent 
Luke Kunin’s pass across Thatcher Demko’s goalmouth. 

After surrendering the first goal for the ninth time in 11 games, the 
Canucks worked hard to build a 2-1 lead on beautiful, similar goals by 
Boeser and Nils Hoglander, who outwaited and out-manoeuvred Soros to 
steer pucks behind the goalie. 

But after Hoglander’s first goal of the season put Vancouver ahead at 
10:08 of the second period, Matt Duchene tied it 2-2 on a breakaway just 
2:18 later when Boeser did a terrible job filling in for Hughes, who had 
gone deep into the Nashville zone with the puck before making a pass 
that Pettersson was unable to handle. 

“I've got to stay with him,” Boeser said. “He came flying up the ice. I kind 
of got caught flat footed (but) I've got to stay above him, I've got to get 
front of him, I've got to do something. That second goal's on me.” 

Duchene dekes out Demko on breakaway 

The other two were on the penalty killing. 

Friday, against a very average Nashville team playing its third road game 
in four nights, felt like a missed opportunity for the Canucks to build on 
the positivity and momentum from Tuesday’s third-period rally and 3-2 
overtime win against the Rangers. 

Instead, it’s dark again. 

“It's always tough to lose,” Myers said. “There's a lot of positives to take, I 
think, with the way we're defending. Some hiccups tonight. But overall. . . 
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it's going to turn for us in terms of scoring goals. We have guys in the 
room that know how to score. It's going to flip. We have to make sure we 
keep pushing forward.” 

Now guaranteed a losing homestand, the Canucks play the Dallas Stars 
on Sunday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What a healthy Jack Eichel will bring to the Golden 
Knights lineup 

 

Shayna Goldman November 5, 2021, 12:02 PM 

 

The Jack Eichel saga finally ends with the Golden Knights acquiring the 
centre from Buffalo. While pieces moved both ways — including draft 
picks, Peyton Krebs, and Alex Tuch to the Sabres — the most important 
piece of this deal is obviously Eichel. 

So, let’s focus in there. What is Vegas adding to its lineup when Eichel 
returns to play and why does this trade make sense for them? 

Eichel hasn’t played since last March, and is obviously dealing with a 
risky injury. There’s never a guarantee on how a player will fit with a new 
team, or how they’ll return from injuries or surgeries. But there’s reason 
to bet on this centre — he’s that skilled. 

On the surface, even with the considerations surrounding the injury 
aside, there could be concern around the fact that he scored just two 
goals in 21 games in all situations last season. Shooting less than four 
per cent obviously limited his results. 

Based on the quality of his shots, Eichel was expected to score more 
than he actually did — he was expected to have closer to six goals in all 
situations. The minus-4.45 goal disparity between reality and 
expectations ranked 12th in the league in all situations in terms of goal 
scoring under-performances. Just ahead of Eichel on that list? One of his 
most frequent teammates last year, Taylor Hall. 

Eichel did manage nine power play points in 21 games, and he should 
provide a boost to, presumably, the Golden Knights’ top unit whenever 
he returns - a group that sorely needs it, as they have yet to cash in on 
the man-advantage this year. But that’s the area of Eichel's game where 
there’s likely the least concern since he’ll have more space to work his 
magic while surrounded by some of the best players in Vegas. 

His 5-on-5 play on the surface stands out for the wrong reasons. The 
centre only mustered one goal and nine points there last season. 

Eichel wasn’t the most frequent shooter in 2020-21, which only hurt his 
chances to score. However, he still contributed elsewhere, primarily with 
his puck-carrying and distributing. 

Transitional play has always been a key part of Eichel's game. Highlights 
of him rushing end-to-end with the puck on his stick have stood out 
throughout his career. But even last year, when the Sabres were as 
dismal as possible, he continued his attempts to facilitate the team’s 
offence. 

Only six players carried the puck over the blue line and into the offensive 
zone at a higher rate than Eichel’s 16.8 attempts per 60 minutes last 
season — Leon Draisaitl, Brayden Point, Jack Hughes, Nikolaj Ehlers, 
Connor McDavid, and Mathew Barzal. Where Eichel slid slightly lower 
down the rankings (to 19th in the league) was a carry-in entry being 
followed by a successful play. That said, he still found himself in the 
upper echelon of the league in scoring chances after skating the puck in 
(35th). 

Even when it wasn’t directly preceded by a zone entry, where Eichel 
thrived in particular was setting his teammates up to shoot. He teed up 
his teammates with a shot assist at a rate of 14.40 per 60 that led the 
Sabres, and ranked 14th among all forwards in the league. 

Last season isn’t the best representation of Eichel though, just given how 
dreadful the entire team performed — he wasn’t healthy by the time 
Buffalo changed coaches and started showing some signs of life. Plus, 
he didn't even play half of last season's games. 

The 2019-20 season paints a much different picture of the Sabres’ former 
leading centre. On the surface, of course, there’s his 36 goals and 42 
assists for 78 points in 68 games; at that pace, he scored at the second-
highest rate of his career (although the differences between 2018-19 and 
2019-20 were one tenth of a point per 60). At the very least, it shows 
consistency in the pivot’s scoring abilities. 

Besides his 27 points on the man-advantage, Eichel tallied 35 points at 
5-on-5. His shooting was better in 2019-20 than 2020-21. The then-
Sabres captain shot the puck at a higher rate than he did last season and 
generated more from the slot. The increase in shot volume (and quality) 
increased his expected goal generation, which his actual scoring 
exceeded. 

The heat map below helps show those shooting opportunities, combining 
both the 2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons at 5-on-5. The majority of 
Eichel's shots were within the home plate area, which give a shooter an 
increased chance of scoring. 

Exceeding expectations isn’t anything new for Eichel; he’s done that 
through much of his NHL career. Sometimes a regression is anticipated 
or sustainability is questioned when a player surpasses their expected 
goals. While the extent to which Eichel outscored expectations in 2019-
20 may not be the norm, him generally besting expectations is a 
testament to his shooting ability that only increases his chances of 
scoring. 

Again, transitional play was a key part of his game. He carried the puck 
into the zone at a slightly increased rate (17.4 attempts per 60) that 
landed him fifth in the league. Unlike last season, in 2019-20 more of 
those entries led to successful plays and scoring chances after. 

And only one of his teammates, Marcus Johansson, thread his 
teammates with a higher rate of shot assists. 

Over the years, Eichel’s improved in two key areas: his defensive efforts 
and passing game. And the latter in particular has made him such a dual 
threat. He has the hands to deke around the opponents quickly, and has 
an effective shot. 

Defenders are drawn to him, and when he pulls them in, he opens up 
space for his teammates if he can thread them a pass. But being able to 
deceive opponents and keep them guessing on whether he’s going to 
find a teammate or put the puck on net himself makes him even more 
dangerous, and adds a dimension to the way he attacks. 

That’s why, despite his current injury status, so many teams were in on 
the Eichel sweepstakes. 

Vegas, in particular, makes quite a lot of sense. 

They’ve made splashy moves over the past few seasons — from 
acquiring Max Pacioretty and Mark Stone via trade, to signing free agent 
Alex Pietrangelo. So it’s only fitting that they’d sniff around another big 
name on the market. But this is an area they actually had to address. 

As deep as the Golden Knights are, centre depth has been an area of 
weakness for some time. When compared to the average contender, 
there’s been some checks and balances in other areas to help make up 
for it — Mark Stone being one of the best two-way players in the league 
helped account for not having a elite first line centre that most contenders 
strive to have. Chandler Stephenson has fit in just fine between Stone 
and Pacioretty, anyway. 
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Clearly, though, in win-now mode, the Golden Knights weren’t ready to 
settle with this lineup just yet — not after losing in the semifinals last year 
and Conference Final the year prior. Things obviously haven’t gone as 
planned so far this season for the Golden Knights, but Eichel could 
potentially join the team for a late-season push, the playoffs, and the next 
four years. 

What puts Eichel in a particularly strong position to succeed with his new 
team is the quality of teammates he'll have. He’s played alongside skill in 
Buffalo, from Hall to Sam Reinhart, Jeff Skinner, and Victor Olofsson. But 
the Golden Knights, when healthy (which they hope to be by the time 
Eichel returns) are stacked. 

With Eichel, the Golden Knights have options. They could pair him 
between Pacioretty and Stone. Stephenson led that line (and the team) in 
carry-ins, so Eichel could easily replace that and help take them to the 
next level. That combination has the potential to be absolutely dynamic 
with their skill sets; Stone is a master at picking the puck off his 
opponents, Eichel’s transition game is stellar, and Pacioretty can 
complete a sequence with his lethal shot. 

It’s possible that Eichel on that line would make the team too top-heavy. 
But with the influx of elite talent, now down the middle, they open up far 
more options to mix up their top-six. And whichever centre shifts to the 
third line as a result (likely Stephenson), adds to their forward depth to 
give them more scoring options now that Alex Tuch is on his way to 
Buffalo in exchange. A player with Stephenson’s playing style could help 
the third line create more in transition. 

By moving to the Golden Knights, Eichel finally gets to be a part of a 
team built for contention. And Vegas adds a key piece they were missing 
in an elite centre. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Campbell saves Maple Leafs from themselves as late-
game heroics spur comeback 

 

Sonny Sachdeva November 5, 2021, 2:47 AM 

 

TORONTO — It was the captain who willed the Toronto Maple Leafs to 
the extra frame, grabbing the puck out of mid-air before roofing it behind 
Andrei Vasilevskiy for a last-minute lifeline. It was Toronto’s own No. 88 
who sealed the deal, besting his numbered twin in overtime to snatch 
what was set to be an easy win from the defending champs’ clutches. 

But before they got anywhere near those spectacular final moments, 
before his club managed to come alive and prove their mettle, it all came 
down to Jack Campbell. 

Fresh off a shutout against the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday that 
earned his team its third straight victory, Campbell punched the clock and 
went back to work Thursday night at Scotiabank Arena, standing on his 
head to keep his Maple Leafs alive through 59 sluggish, uninspiring 
minutes. 

He finished the night with just 24 saves to show for his work, but don’t get 
it twisted. Had it not been for No. 36, there would’ve been no last-minute 
heroics, no overtime clincher, no four-game win streak. 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe pointed to a few particularly heart-stopping 
moments when heaping praise on his netminder following the game, 
Campbell putting in his best work late in the third. 

The first came with roughly nine minutes left on the board. 

“We're really trying to push and trying to find our way through a very tight 
neutral zone, and they're defending hard,” Keefe said. “Then they 

counter, and then all of a sudden, here come some of the best players in 
the world in alone on you. And the game essentially on the line.” 

Unfortunately for Campbell and his Leafs, that grade-A chance from 
Brayden Point — the highest scorer not named ‘Nikita Kucherov’ during 
both of the Lightning’s recent Cup runs — wasn’t just a momentary 
breakdown, but the beginning of a wave. 

Two minutes later, it was two-time Rocket Richard winner Steven 
Stamkos: 

A minute after that, Point tried his hand again: 

Soon after, it was Stamkos — again. With time and space to do some 
damage — again. 

But the dam held. 

The storm passed. 

And Toronto, somehow, remained only a shot away. After seeing their 
netminder leave it all on the sheet to give them a chance at redeeming a 
woeful night, the Maple Leafs took the fight to the other end of the rink. 

“That just speaks to Jack, in terms of his mindset of standing in there and 
keeping our team alive from that moment,” said Keefe. “I think that’s just 
a tremendous sign. We don’t want to put him in that position, obviously. 
But it’s great for him and his confidence, and just further instills the belief 
that we have in him, in terms of his ability to have our back and give us a 
chance.” 

The cage opposite Campbell’s featured no fewer heroics, as Vasilevskiy 
managed a perfect 28 saves through 59 minutes of work before John 
Tavares whipped one by him in the final seconds of the third. 

“It’s a hard-fought game by both teams,” Campbell said of the nail-biter. 
“Vasilevskiy’s amazing and played great tonight. … He makes it tough. 
And it’s fun — he sets the bar. It’s just fun to battle.” 

That battle level didn’t go unnoticed by his blue and white brethren, 
who’ve come to expect performances like this from the steady No. 36. 

“I mean, he had like two breakaways, a couple back-door saves — it’s 
something that just keeps amazing you about how hard he works every 
single day,” Mitch Marner said of his netminder after the comeback win 
was in the books. “He’s a one-of-a-kind person, one-of-a-kind player, and 
it’s amazing watching him out there, just excelling and getting better 
every single day.” 

With the win in tow, Toronto moves to 6-4-1 on the season, heading into 
a Saturday night tilt with the Boston Bruins sporting four straight W’s. 

Getting the fourth was no picnic, with Marner taking a shoulder up high 
from Mikhail Sergachev, Campbell nearly getting run over by his own 
defender Jake Muzzin as he allowed the only goal that did beat him 
Thursday night, and the Maple Leafs coming dangerously close to seeing 
Tuesday’s progress so quickly undone. 

For now, though, they’re just focusing on the two points. 

“Winning feels great,” said Campbell. “So we’ll take any bumps and 
bruises to get a win like that.” 
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