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The Hurricanes aren’t unbeaten anymore, but 9 wins in 10 games is nothing to sneeze at 

By Chip Alexander 

It was hard to see the big picture when the first loss was so 
fresh. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will go into their game Tuesday 
against Tampa Bay with a 9-1-0 record, with the Metropolitan 
Division lead. There will be few smiles about it and still the 
sour taste of defeat, but the Canes at some level realize the 
start to their season has been a good one, a very strong one. 

Losing to the Florida Panthers on Saturday stung. Giving up 
three power-play goals in the first period stung. Seeing 
goalie Antti Raanta injured and leave the game stung. 

In the end, it was a 5-2 loss, Carolina’s first of the season. It 
was a tough night. 

But it comes after nine wins. 

“Yeah, 9-1 is a great start,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said 
after the game. “It’s definitely a good start and gets us going 
in the right direction. 

“Our identity as a team has been a super hard-working team, 
consistently, but it wasn’t the start we needed tonight. Some 
of that comes ... not being prepared to get going right away.” 

In Rod Brind’Amour’s first three years as head coach, the 
Canes went 6-3-1, 6-3-1 and 7-3-0 in the first 10 games of 
the season. All three ended with the Canes in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs, albeit in unusual times because of the 
pandemic. 

The Canes were undone Saturday by four penalties in the 
first period that the Panthers converted into the three-power 
play scores in taking a 4-0 lead. The Panthers, a quick team, 
outskated and outhustled the Canes in the first and found the 
openings to beat goalie Frederik Andersen, whose 8-0 start 
to the season made him the NHL’s third star of the month for 
October. 

Brind’Amour disagreed when asked if the Canes were 
“sluggish” in the opening period, even as they appeared a 
step slow and caught out of position. 

“I don’t think we were sluggish,” he said. “I just think our 
penalty kill wasn’t very good. That’s the game. We started 
the first shift on the penalty kill, then the second penalty, and 
before you know it we had three or four in the first period. 
That’s the game right there.” 

The Canes had the puck a lot in the final two periods and 
outchanced the Panthers as Brind’Amour shuffled lines and 
defensive pairs. He moved Andrei Svechnikov to Sebastian 
Aho’s line and rookie Seth Jarvis to Jordan Staal’s line. He 
paired defenseman Ethan Bear with Brady Skjei and Tony 
DeAngelo with Slavin as the Canes tried to work around the 
injury to Brett Pesce that kept him out of the game. 

In the second, Jesper Fast scored off a Slavin pass. Then 
came an incident reminiscent of the scary incident in Toronto 
in 2020, when Canes goalie Petr Mrazek skated out into the 
circle to play a puck and was leveled by the Maple Leafs’ 
Kyle Clifford. That came after starter James Reimer also had 
been injured. 

Raanta, who relieved Andersen after the first period, took a 
big hit from Ryan Lomberg, who appeared to try and avoid 
Raanta at the last second but crashed into him. Lomberg 
was assessed a five-minute charging major and game 
misconduct as Panthers fans booed — some sympathy for 
Raanta, perhaps, but loudly disagreeing with the call. 

In the February 2020 game, David Ayres was the emergency 
backup goalie in Toronto and became an instant hero playing 
and helping the Canes win. The emergency goalie wasn’t 
needed Saturday at FLA Live Arena as Andersen re-entered 
the game, stayed in and stopped the last 12 shots he faced, 
with some high-quality saves. 

“He played great, he was good all night,” Brind’Amour said of 
Andersen. “We took him out after the first because we were 
dead in the water. We didn’t want to leave him in there. 
Unfortunately, Raanta got hurt so we had to throw him back 
in and he gave us a chance to come back.” 

Brind’Amour said Sunday that Raanta had been sent back to 
Raleigh for further evaluation and that goalie Alex Lyon 
would be recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

The five minutes of power-play time after Raanta’s injury 
resulted in a goal by Vincent Trocheck, and the Canes had 
other chances in the third against Florida goalie Spencer 
Knight. They pulled Andersen for an extra attacker in the 
final three minutes of regulation, only to have Anthony 
Duclair score an empty-net goal to finish out a two-goal, two-
assist night for the Panthers (10-0-1), who were playing 
without captain Aleksander Barkov. 

How good is this Hurricanes team? Given the Canes’ 
schedule in November and December, they will have a good 
read by Christmas — 15 of the next 23 games are on the 
road. 

The game at Florida left everyone disappointed, and they 
didn’t try to disguise it. Which was fine with Brind’Amour. 

“Guys know how to self-evaluate after a game,” he said. 
“You can’t have five guys come to play. We need everyone 
ready to play.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Tampa Bay Lightning 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports, WCMC-99.9 FM
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About Last Night: Canes fall 5-2 to Panthers, lose perfect record 

The Canes weren’t going to go 82-0, and Saturday night in 
Sunrise the perfect start came to an end.  

By taliagoodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes tasted defeat for the first time on 
Saturday night, and they were dominated from start to finish.  

From allowing four goals in the first period to an injury to 
backup netminder Antti Raanta, it would only be truthful to 
classify the game as an overall disaster.  

Carolina broke its nine-game winning streak and is now 9-0-
1, still tied for second in the league. A loss at some point was 
inevitable— it just would’ve been nice for the Canes to see it 
play out in a different fashion.  

With that being said, let’s keep it short and sweet and talk 
about last night: 

A terrible, horrible, no good, very bad start  

Frederik Andersen made his ninth start of the season last 
night. He’s been phenomenal so far, but the first period was 
definitely not his best showing.  

But let’s not pretend that the play in front of him was good. It 
wasn’t. The defense struggled big time and puck possession 
was a real issue during this first period.  

But unfortunately, Andersen was the one in net last night and 
he suffered the consequences of bad special teams play.  

In the first 20 minutes, he allowed four goals on 15 shots, 
three of which were during the Canes penalty kill. He looked 
choppy and his rebound control was less than stellar. This 
was unprecedented for Andersen in this year’s sample size. 
Before last night’s game, his GAA sat first in the league at 
1.50 and his SV% was a phenomenal .949 (second in the 
league). He has been the Canes hero thus far this season.  

So when Andersen had a rough start, he was given the 
benefit of the doubt. But after four goals allowed in the first 
period, Brind’Amour pulled him and Antti Raanta was put in 
for his second time on the ice this season.  

He played well, saving all four shots he faced, until he and 
Ryan Lomberg of the Panthers had a dangerous collision 
and Raanta headed off the ice.  

After the game, Brind’amour said that Raanta seemed fine, 
but it’s likely that he’s concussed.  

Andersen returned after the injury to Raanta, and was back 
to his old self, making leaping saves left and right and 
stopping every shot he faced for the rest of the night.  

“He actually gave us a chance to come back in the game,” 
Brind’amour said.  

He ended the game saving 23 of 27 shots faced, with an 
.852 SV%. It was not what Canes fans are used to seeing 
from their netminder, but they can’t expect perfection from 
Andersen, especially with his heavy workload so far.  

Special teams disappointment 

Before last night’s game, no one could disagree with the fact 
that the Canes had one of the best special teams in the 
league. Their penalty kill was ranked third in the league at 
90.24% and their power play was ranked fifth at 26.47%. It 
was impressive.  

Last night did not follow that same trend, as the team took 
six penalties and allowed three Florida power play goals, for 
just a 50% success rate. This was a drastic decline that 
proved to heavily impact the course of the game.  

The Canes are also taking too many penalties, period. This 
has been a source of concern all season, but their PK units 
have been strong enough to take care of business. This 
game highlighted many of the underlying issues that have 
yet to be addressed, specifically regarding special teams.  

“We’ve just got to make sure that we’re staying out of the 
box, and that’s something that we’ve struggled with as a 
team over the past couple seasons, so just making sure 
we’re disciplined in that area,” said Jaccob Slavin. 

Another newbie debut 

Defenseman Brendan Smith, who signed a one-year deal 
with Carolina this past offseason, made his Canes debut last 
night. While he didn’t end up on the score sheet, his 
presence was clearly noted. He was a key part of the special 
teams from the start and ended the game with one shot and 
three hits in 11:48 of ice time.  

“He’s a physical presence on the ice and he plays a hard 
game,” Jaccob Slavin said.  

While Smith didn’t make many mistakes on the ice, Brett 
Pesce’s absence was clear as day. Injuries are hindering this 
team’s success, and Pesce is one key player that is much-
needed.  

Playing from behind 

From 2:28 into the game to the very last second, the Canes 
trailed. This was just the second time this season that the 
Canes were behind by two goals or more, and at one point 
last night, Carolina let in four unanswered goals. This was 
the sixth time this season that the opposing team scored the 
opening goal of the game. It’s normal for the Canes to start 
slow— just not this slow.  

“We can’t dig ourselves in that kind of hole,” Slavin said.  
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The Canes struggled to capitalize on power play 
opportunities, which was largely due to Panthers rookie 
goaltender Spencer Knight, who played a superb game. 
Jesper Fast was able to get the Canes on the board seven 
minutes into the second period with the help of a beautiful 
pass from Slavin, and Vincent Trocheck was able to score a 
gritty tip-in off Andrei Svechnikov’s puck to make it 4-2, but it 
wasn’t enough to get the win.  

“It’s a 60 minute game, not 40, so we’ve got to come out a 
little better than we did,” Trocheck said.  

This marks the end to a historic season-opening win streak 
for the Canes, as they fell one victory shy of tying the all-time 
record, which was set by both the 1993-94 Toronto Maple 
Leafs and the 2006-07 Buffalo Sabres.  

Jarvis impresses in first few games as a Hurricane  

There wasn’t much to see as a positive from last night’s 
game, but rookie Seth Jarvis’s play was definitely a bright 
spot.  

“He’s competitive and makes plays,” Brind’amour said. “He’s 
been solid, really solid. Three games in and he’s looked 
good pretty much every shift. He’s done what we’ve asked 
him to do and that’s why he got more and more ice time 
tonight.”  

In his first three games, he’s scored one goal on four shots, 
and currently has a +13 corsi.  

He doesn’t just pass the eye test, his stats reiterate what 
we’ve seen on the ice. 

Looking Forward 

The Canes don’t have to travel far, as they remain in Florida 
to play the Tampa Bay Lightning (6-3-2) on Tuesday to finish 
off their road trip. With a few days of rest, hopefully the 
Canes can get back on track and end the excursion with a 
win.

 

 

 
Defensemen drive Wolves rally 

Serikov, Lajoie and Chatfield score as Wolves erase 2-0 
deficit  

Defensemen scored three consecutive goals to rally the 
Chicago Wolves to a 4-2 victory over the Milwaukee 
Admirals Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Blueliners Artyom Serikov, Max Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield 
and forward David Gust scored for the Central Division-
leading Wolves (6-2-0-0) as they improved to 4-0 against the 
Admirals. 

“We have to be a resilient group and I think we showed that 
tonight,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “There 
was no panic. We met this afternoon before the game and 
(talked about) what we needed to do. Credit to the guys for 
sticking with it.” 

Milwaukee (3-5-0-0) bolted to a 2-0 lead just 6:05 in the 
game as forwards Matt Luff and Cole Smith posted power-
play goals 46 seconds apart. 

The Wolves recovered to pull into a 2-2 tie by the 13:51 mark 
of the first. Serikov, a 20-year-old rookie from Russia, 
recorded his first goal in North America when center Maxim 
Letunov pulled a faceoff back to Serikov and he sizzled it into 
the top of the net at 11:32. 

Lajoie made it 2-2 when he found open space just outside 
the crease. Forward Josh Leivo fired a shot from the right 
point that banged off the back boards directly to Lajoie, who 
flicked it past goaltender Devin Cooley for his first goal of the 
year. 

The Wolves claimed their first lead at 3:25 of the third when 
C.J. Smith whistled a pass from the right circle to the left 
faceoff dot to set up a Chatfield one-timer. Chatfield roofed 
the puck over Cooley’s right shoulder for his third goal in as 
many games. 

The Admirals pulled their goalie with 3:22 left to search of the 
equalizer, but Gust made them pay with a perfect empty-net 
shot from the Wolves defensive zone that made it 4-2 with 
2:43 to go. 

Wolves goaltender Eetu Makiniemi (4-1-0) posted 25 saves 
to earn the win while Cooley (1-4-0) stopped 24 of 27 shots 
in the loss. 

The Wolves visit Rockford Friday night before returning to 
Allstate Arena for another Saturday Hockey Night in 
Chicago. The Wolves host the Toronto Marlies at 7 p.m. 
Saturday and 3 p.m. Sunday. To find the finest seats, contact 
a Wolves ticket representative here or call 1-800-THE-
WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255620866.html 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/7/22768406/about-last-night-canes-fall-5-2-to-panthers-lose-perfect-record 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/07/defensemen-drive-wolves-rally/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1225493 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

The Hurricanes aren’t unbeaten anymore, but 9 wins in 10 games is 
nothing to sneeze at 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It was hard to see the big picture when the first loss was so fresh. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will go into their game Tuesday against Tampa 
Bay with a 9-1-0 record, with the Metropolitan Division lead. There will be 
few smiles about it and still the sour taste of defeat, but the Canes at 
some level realize the start to their season has been a good one, a very 
strong one. 

Losing to the Florida Panthers on Saturday stung. Giving up three power-
play goals in the first period stung. Seeing goalie Antti Raanta injured 
and leave the game stung. 

In the end, it was a 5-2 loss, Carolina’s first of the season. It was a tough 
night. 

But it comes after nine wins. 

“Yeah, 9-1 is a great start,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said after the 
game. “It’s definitely a good start and gets us going in the right direction. 

“Our identity as a team has been a super hard-working team, 
consistently, but it wasn’t the start we needed tonight. Some of that 
comes ... not being prepared to get going right away.” 

In Rod Brind’Amour’s first three years as head coach, the Canes went 6-
3-1, 6-3-1 and 7-3-0 in the first 10 games of the season. All three ended 
with the Canes in the Stanley Cup playoffs, albeit in unusual times 
because of the pandemic. 

The Canes were undone Saturday by four penalties in the first period that 
the Panthers converted into the three-power play scores in taking a 4-0 
lead. The Panthers, a quick team, outskated and outhustled the Canes in 
the first and found the openings to beat goalie Frederik Andersen, whose 
8-0 start to the season made him the NHL’s third star of the month for 
October. 

Brind’Amour disagreed when asked if the Canes were “sluggish” in the 
opening period, even as they appeared a step slow and caught out of 
position. 

“I don’t think we were sluggish,” he said. “I just think our penalty kill 
wasn’t very good. That’s the game. We started the first shift on the 
penalty kill, then the second penalty, and before you know it we had 
three or four in the first period. That’s the game right there.” 

The Canes had the puck a lot in the final two periods and outchanced the 
Panthers as Brind’Amour shuffled lines and defensive pairs. He moved 
Andrei Svechnikov to Sebastian Aho’s line and rookie Seth Jarvis to 
Jordan Staal’s line. He paired defenseman Ethan Bear with Brady Skjei 
and Tony DeAngelo with Slavin as the Canes tried to work around the 
injury to Brett Pesce that kept him out of the game. 

In the second, Jesper Fast scored off a Slavin pass. Then came an 
incident reminiscent of the scary incident in Toronto in 2020, when Canes 
goalie Petr Mrazek skated out into the circle to play a puck and was 
leveled by the Maple Leafs’ Kyle Clifford. That came after starter James 
Reimer also had been injured. 

Raanta, who relieved Andersen after the first period, took a big hit from 
Ryan Lomberg, who appeared to try and avoid Raanta at the last second 
but crashed into him. Lomberg was assessed a five-minute charging 
major and game misconduct as Panthers fans booed — some sympathy 
for Raanta, perhaps, but loudly disagreeing with the call. 

In the February 2020 game, David Ayres was the emergency backup 
goalie in Toronto and became an instant hero playing and helping the 
Canes win. The emergency goalie wasn’t needed Saturday at FLA Live 
Arena as Andersen re-entered the game, stayed in and stopped the last 
12 shots he faced, with some high-quality saves. 

“He played great, he was good all night,” Brind’Amour said of Andersen. 
“We took him out after the first because we were dead in the water. We 
didn’t want to leave him in there. Unfortunately, Raanta got hurt so we 
had to throw him back in and he gave us a chance to come back.” 

Brind’Amour said Sunday that Raanta had been sent back to Raleigh for 
further evaluation and that goalie Alex Lyon would be recalled from the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

The five minutes of power-play time after Raanta’s injury resulted in a 
goal by Vincent Trocheck, and the Canes had other chances in the third 
against Florida goalie Spencer Knight. They pulled Andersen for an extra 
attacker in the final three minutes of regulation, only to have Anthony 
Duclair score an empty-net goal to finish out a two-goal, two-assist night 
for the Panthers (10-0-1), who were playing without captain Aleksander 
Barkov. 

How good is this Hurricanes team? Given the Canes’ schedule in 
November and December, they will have a good read by Christmas — 15 
of the next 23 games are on the road. 
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The game at Florida left everyone disappointed, and they didn’t try to 
disguise it. Which was fine with Brind’Amour. 

“Guys know how to self-evaluate after a game,” he said. “You can’t have 
five guys come to play. We need everyone ready to play.” 
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A swing isn’t just a swing to Lightning’s Alex Killorn 

 

By Mari Faiello 

Published Yesterday 

Updated Yesterday 

 

When he takes a slapshot, Lightning foward Alex Killorn leans heavily 
into the shot, his hands spaced apart and arms and stick moving in a 
wide arc. His natural athleticism and the speed of his swing can send 
pucks careening toward the net at speeds approaching 100 mph. 

But few of those things help him on a golf course. 

Which is why Killorn recently needed the aid of Dan Doyle, the master 
club fitter at True Spec Golf, the on-site public fitting facility at Pelican 
Golf Club in Belleair. 

An avid golfer, Killorn is a member at the club that will host this week’s 
Pelican Women’s Championship. More than 100 LPGA players, including 
seven of the top 10 in the world and 10 of the top 15, will compete 
Thursday through Sunday. 

Killorn follows the PGA Tour and attended the Valspar Championship at 
Innisbrook Golf Club in Palm Harbor in the spring — following Dustin 
Johnson inside the ropes on the final day — but won’t be able to attend 
the LPGA event. However, he tries to play the Pelican course two or 
three times a month during hockey season and at least four times a week 
in the offseason, calling it “one of the most pristine courses in Florida that 
I’ve played.” 

“It’s beautiful,” Killorn said. “Just to walk around, the colors are so green 
out there, and they’ve done such a good job building such a great golf 
course.” 

It’s part of the reason Killorn didn’t hesitate to visit the club’s on-site fitting 
facility in September when he needed a new set of irons. He liked the 
fact that True Spec wasn’t brand-affiliated, so no bias was involved, and 
he could see which clubs fit his swing with the technology available. 

Finding the right set of clubs was important to Killorn, 32, but he only 
needed a couple of hours with Doyle. The club fitter attended 
Northwestern on a golf scholarship and has worked in and around the 
game ever since. 

“All swings are very unique,” said Doyle, no relation to the Pelican Golf 
Club owner of the same name. “There’s so many different ways that 
equipment can be modified to help out an individual’s game. And you 
never really know what that may be until you take a look into all the other 
options.” 

Even though golf and hockey swings might appear similar, Killorn said 
there are important differences. 

For starters, he shoots left-handed but swings right-handed. The hand-
positioning is different, too. Killorn said his hands sit closer together on a 
club than they do on a stick. He also leans more heavily into his stick 

than his club, where he would want as little body movement as possible 
for the optimum drive, putt or swing. 

Doyle, 35, knows what to look for when hockey players such as Killorn 
walk through his door, having helped a few previously. 

“There’s a lot of similarities in the way they swing the club,” Doyle said. 
“They have an ability to move efficiently and consistently, and so their 
potential is always quite high. ... They tend to maybe hit down into the 
golf ball and down into the ground, pretty severely at times, so they need 
a club that’s going to help them get through the turf and not too deep into 
the ground.” 

After Killorn took a few swings with his old TaylorMade clubs, the pair 
looked at numbers such as his traveled distance and arc of the ball to 
figure out which clubs might be the best fit. Doyle immediately noticed 
Killorn’s athleticism and the speed in his swing. But the speed also put a 
spin on the ball that affected its flight. 

“If the ball is spinning too much, that’s going to make controlling distance 
or judging shots through the wind a little bit tougher,” Doyle said. “It was 
more so about trying to figure out how we could control that as best as 
possible.” 

On Doyle’s recommendation, Killorn decided to step away from his 
TaylorMade irons and play Srixon instead. Two-time U.S. Open and PGA 
Championship winner Brooks Koepka also uses the brand. 

“I never would have thought going in,” Killorn said, “that I would have 
come out with that club.” 
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Even without Ryan Ellis, Flyers raising eyebrows with defensive 
turnaround 

 

Sam Carchidi 

 

WASHINGTON — The best part of the Flyers’ first 10 games has been 
the strides they have made on defense. It’s been a pleasant surprise 
because Ryan Ellis — arguably their most important offseason addition 
— has missed seven games with an undisclosed injury. 

The Flyers are 6-2-2 for a lot of reasons: Better starts to games, an 
improved penalty kill, and much better goaltending. 

But the overall defense — and that includes the forwards being more 
committed to a 200-foot game — is at the top of the list. 

You want numbers? Consider these: The Flyers were last in the NHL 
when they allowed 3.52 goals per game last season. Ten games into this 
season, they are No. 6, surrendering just 2.40 goals per game. 

Yes, it’s a small sample size, but, again, they have done it without Ellis, 
whose injury has forced the Flyers to juggle two of their three pairings 
and insert journeyman Nick Seeler into the lineup. Seeler has been 
serviceable, and many others have raised their games. 

Last season, “our defensive structure wasn’t very good,” defenseman 
Justin Braun said before Saturday’s impressive 2-1 win in Washington. 
“We were kind of all over in the D zone. This year, we’re a little more 
dialed in and not giving up as many quality A [chances], night in and 
night out. We’re still working on it, but it’s much better than last year.” 

Braun raises play 
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Braun, 34, has played extremely well as Ellis’ replacement, moving from 
the No. 3 pairing to the top defensive unit, alongside Ivan Provorov. 
Braun is plus-8, tied with Joel Farabee for second on the team behind 
Cam Atkinson (plus-9), and has contributed seven points, one more than 
he accumulated in 53 games last season. 

Provorov, meanwhile, has been his workhorse self, averaging nearly 25 
minutes of ice time per game and blocking 28 shots, the league’s 
seventh-highest total. 

Besides goalie Carter Hart’s turnaround, perhaps the biggest difference 
between this season and last has been the improved defensive play of 
the forwards, and the addition of Rasmus Ristolainen on the second 
pairing. Ristolainen has given the team some much-needed physicality 
on the back end, and he leads the Flyers with 26 hits despite missing two 
games with an injury. 

“Personally, if I take a hit or I hit someone, I get my body and mind 
going,” Ristolainen said after the Flyers used an aggressive forecheck to 
disrupt the usually high-scoring Capitals over the first two periods. “That’s 
my kind of game and I really enjoy it.” 

Road warriors 

Saturday’s hard-fought win in Washington made the Flyers 3-1-1 on the 
road, including a 2-1 trip through Edmonton, Vancouver, and Calgary. 
Overall, their .700 points percentage is second in the best-in-the-NHL 
Metropolitan Division. 

“We knew we had some tough games coming up when we looked at the 
schedule,” center Derick Brassard said after scoring the first goal to 
trigger the victory in D.C. “We went to western Canada, which is a hard 
trip. Three [games] in four [nights]. This was another big game for us and 
we needed that game badly. The guys competed hard for 60 minutes and 
sacrificed their bodies up and down the lineup. It’s a positive. We’re just 
trying to build our game and it’s good to see.” 

It has also been good to see Hart (3-2-2, 2.41 goals-against average, 
.926 save percentage) show last season, with numerous poor 
performances, was a fluke. His backup, Martin Jones (3-0, 1.68, .950 ), 
has also excelled over his first three games. 

“They both have given us a chance to win every night,” Ristolainen said. 

The Flyers’ 6-2-2 start feels better than last season, when they went 7-2-
1 to begin the year but were outshot in nine of 10 games and outplayed 
in a lot of their wins. 

Sean Couturier, who is tied with Claude Giroux for the team lead with 12 
points, was asked about the Flyers’ defensive turnaround in the first 10 
games. 

“We’re not panicking,” he said. “We’re a little more experienced 
throughout our lineup, a little more mature in our game, and we’re just 
sticking to what we need to do. Even if we let up a bad goal, we respond 
and just come back and play our game.” 

“The team is playing really well, and we’re defending really well and the 
[penalty kill]has been really good,” Jones said, “and that’s a good recipe 
for a goalie.” 

Coach Alain Vigneault said he likes the identity the Flyers are trying to 
forge: being a smart team with and without the puck, one that “competes 
real hard and is hard to play against.” 

So far, so good. And the good news is that this team should get markedly 
better when Ellis and second-line center Kevin Hayes return to the 
lineup. 

Breakaways 

The NHL announced that Brassard has been fined $2,000 for 
unsportsmanlike conduct after he was called for interference against 
Capitals forward Garnet Hathaway on Saturday night. ... Farabee, Travis 
Konecny, and Seeler did not participate in Sunday afternoon’s skills 
practice led by coach Angelo Ricci. Per assistant coach Mike Yeo, 

Farabee and Konecny took maintenance days. Seeler was sent to the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms, perhaps to bank cap space with the Flyers not 
playing their next game until Wednesday. ... Both Ellis (lower body) and 
Hayes (abdominal) participated in the skills practice. Their status for 
Wednesday’s game is uncertain. 
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Ellis, Hayes push it, Brassard fined for his bop and more on Flyers 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

OORHEES, N.J. — With three days before their next game, the Flyers 
held a skills practice Sunday.V 

Ryan Ellis and Kevin Hayes, both recovering from injuries, participated 
and then stayed on the ice for extra work with assistant coach Mike Yeo 
and skills coach Angelo Ricci. In total, they were on the ice for an hour. 

A skills practice is non-contact, but afterward, Hayes and Ellis exerted 
themselves fervently from a conditioning standpoint. Head of strength 
and conditioning Dan Warnke looked on as he tracked their fitness 
levels. 

Ellis is dealing with a nagging issue that could be to the hip/groin area. 
His original day-to-day status has lingered into the top-pair defenseman 
missing the club's last seven games. The Flyers have gone 4-2-1 in his 
absence. 

The Flyers are off Monday and practice Tuesday before welcoming 
Toronto. If Ellis practices Tuesday, it'll be a good sign for his chances of 
returning Wednesday. 

"You guys got a chance to see him out there pushing it," Yeo said 
Sunday. "That's by far the most that he's been able to do. And even just 
talking to him, he felt really good. Obviously the next step would be 
getting cleared medically and making sure that conditioning-wise and 
everything is back to where we need it to be. Certainly today was the 
most promising day, especially that I've seen, but for him to get the 
workload that he got in." 

Ellis was the prized acquisition of the Flyers' busy offseason on the heels 
of the team's disappointing 2020-21 campaign. In the Flyers' 2-0-1 start, 
Ellis recorded 24:09 minutes per game, four points (one goal, three 
assists) and a plus-3 rating. 

"For me, you want your defensemen to play in control — and he is 
always managing the game the right way," Yeo, who oversees the Flyers' 
defensemen and penalty kill, said. "Understanding when there's a time 
and a place where you need to make a skilled play, make a play to the 
middle of the ice, allow you to have a strong exit maybe with control. And 
there are other times where you just need to relieve pressure, you need 
to get a puck out. He consistently makes those reads over and over 
again. 

"The defensive poise that he has, both with and without the puck, 
whether you're up 1-nothing late in a game or early in the game or 
regardless of who you're playing against, he's a guy that brings that 
consistency every night. That's what makes him so solid." 

Hayes will be eligible to come off of long-term injured reserve 
Wednesday but appears unlikely to come back yet. The second-line 
center had his second type of abdominal surgery Sept. 21, two days 
before the start of training camp. He has not yet practiced fully with the 
club. 
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"I'm hoping that soon he'll be cleared to have full practice with us and 
then it's a matter of is it four, five, six, seven full practices?" Flyers head 
coach Alain Vigneault said Wednesday. "I'm not quite sure." 

Vigneault was not available to the media Sunday. He does not take the 
ice for skills practices. 

Similar to Ellis, Hayes plays on the Flyers' penalty kill and power play 
units. 

"He's doing really well," Yeo said. "It's great to see him back. He adds so 
much to our group. For him to be with us on the road last trip, I thought 
that that was really important, both for him and for our group — even for 
the coaching staff. He's a guy that just makes it fun to come to the rink. 

"Now to see him getting closer to returning; guys have done an 
outstanding job stepping up in his place, but obviously when we get a 
player of that caliber back, what he's going to bring to our group — the 
locker room side of stuff and his play once on the ice is going to make us 
a much stronger team, as well. Very excited to see him getting closer and 
really excited to see him get into his first game." 

The Flyers are 6-2-2 through 10 games. 

"Guys are stepping up," Justin Braun said Sunday. "Those guys are 
world-class players, but I think everyone in their new roles has done a 
really good job. That's what you want to have. When it's a long season, 
guys are going to be in and out all year, that guys can step in and do a 
good job." 

Three absences 

Travis Konecny, Joel Farabee and Nick Seeler were not on the ice for 
Sunday's skills practice. 

Seeler was loaned to AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley. The move very well 
may be a paper transaction and the depth defenseman could be back at 
practice Tuesday. 

Konecny and Farabee were out for maintenance days. 

Brassard's bop 

Derick Brassard was fined $2,000 on Sunday for unsportsmanlike 
conduct in the Flyers' 2-1 win last night over the Capitals. 

From the Flyers' bench, Brassard bopped Washington forward Garnet 
Hathaway. The Flyers' center was whistled for interference. 

His $2,000 fine goes to the players' emergency assistance fund. 
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Ducks, Gibson hand Blues 4-1 defeat 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Honda Center has been the next best thing to home 
for the Blues lately. They won all four games here last season, and had 
won eight in a row overall on the frozen Duck pond entering Sunday’s 
contest. 

But the streak ended Sunday, when a noticeably improved Anaheim 
team turned back the Blues 4-1 before a light but enthusiastic crowd of 
12,056. The Blues had a chance to match the 2002-03 squad for the best 
10-game start in franchise history at 8-1-1. 

Instead, they fell to 7-2-1 on the season and 1-1-1 on this four-game road 
trip, which concludes Tuesday in Winnipeg. 

Goalie John Gibson stopped 34 of 35 shots for Anaheim (6-4-3), and was 
both good and lucky. More good than lucky as the game went along, but 
the Blues didn’t give him too much credit afterwards. 

“He made some really good saves at some key times there,” said captain 
Ryan O’Reilly, who played his first game since Oct. 25 after a positive 
COVID test. “But it wasn’t a real complete game by us. We were a little 
sporadic. We weren’t too consistent with playing them hard enough. … 
As a team, I don’t think we feel great about the way we played tonight.” 

Coach Craig Berube certainly wasn’t turning cartwheels. 

“We could’ve done a lot of things better in my opinion” Berube said. “It 
seemed like we didn’t have a lot of emotion in the game. We had 
opportunities to score. We didn’t capitalize on some good opportunities.” 

One would think the return of O’Reilly after missing four games would 
spark the team, but as Berube mentioned, this didn’t look like a high-
energy game for St. Louis. 

More specifically, Berube said: “We didn’t play very fast in my opinion. 
We played too slow tonight. And we didn’t want to play below the goal 
line in the offensive zone enough for me.” 

In their first game here last season, it took the Blues only 20 seconds to 
score (by Jordan Kyrou). They were even quicker this time around with 
Brandon Saad scoring a mere 13 seconds into the proceedings, for his 
fourth goal of the season and third in two games. 

Colton Parayko used his long reach to keep the puck in the zone just 
after the opening faceoff, poking it over to David Perron in the right circle. 
Perron sent it cross-ice to Saad who slid it through the 5-hole of Gibson 
with a quick release for a 1-0 lead. 

Maybe this would be an easy night. Nope. Little did the Blues know at the 
time, they would go the next 59 minutes 47 seconds of hockey without 
another goal. 

The Blues had several prime chances to pad their lead early. Less than 
eight minutes in, Ivan Barbashev and Klim Kostin raced down the ice on 
a 2-on-1. Barbashev passed to Kostin on right wing, but Kostin’s low shot 
hit the post on what was a wide-open side of the net. 

Later in the period, Kyrou skated in alone on Gibson but shot high. Less 
than a minute later, Robert Thomas deked around an Anaheim defender 
with only Gibson between him and the net but his shot deflected away off 
the goalie’s stick. 

For Kostin, it was more of the same in the second period. In other words, 
more iron and no net. This time, he hit the crossbar. 

“It really boils down to just bearing down on your chances,” Berube said. 
“You gotta capitalize on those and we didn’t do that. It’s a 1-1 game 
going into the third. We’re in a good spot but we made two mistakes.” 

Sam Carrick tied the game with a backdoor goal 8½ minutes into the 
second period, when more than one Blue got caught puck watching. 
Then came the third period, and the mistakes. 

“The PK goal’s a mistake and then the third goal is a mistake,” Berube 
said. 

With Thomas off for hooking early in the third, Troy Terry found an open 
spot on the ice between a triangle of Blues defenders in front of the net 
and banged home a pinpoint pass from Sonny Milano. The goal raised 
Terry’s point streak to 11 games (eight goals, six assists), the longest 
streak in the NHL this season — and raised Berube’s blood pressure. 

“We gotta hold our ground there a little bit on that play,” Berube said. “We 
chased a little too far on that play and it opened him up at the net. Gotta 
be more patient there.” 
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That goal gave Anaheim some momentum but there was plenty of time 
for the Blues with 17:14 to play. But the Ducks didn’t stop there. Less 
than six minutes later it became a 3-1 lead when Sam Steel was left 
alone in front of the net by Calle Rosen, who was making his Blues 
debut. Steel deflected in a Hampus Lindholm shot from the left point with 
11:29 remaining. 

“You gotta stay on your man,” Berube said. “That’s the bottom line. The 
faceoff, it’s man-on-man (defense). You gotta stay with your man. We let 
him go. He gets a free tip and it goes in.” 

Berube pulled goalie Jordan Binnington with more than five minutes 
remaining in an attempt to get something going. Again, the Blues got 
chances, but no goals. Benoit-Olivier Groulx’s empty-netter with 48 
seconds left — his first NHL goal — turned out the lights. 

“The games are all, they’re all close,” Berube said. “It’s one play here and 
there that can make a difference. That’s the bottom line.” 
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Blues notebook: Outlook not rosy for Schenn 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Sunday’s contest with the Anaheim Ducks was the 
Blues’ first with captain Ryan O’Reilly in the lineup since his positive 
COVID test Oct. 26. 

But it was also their first without alternate captain Brayden Schenn since 
the Stanley Cup season of 2018-19. Schenn crashed into the boards in 
the first period of Thursday’s 5-3 victory in San Jose and did not return to 
the game. 

He may not return — period — for a while. He was sent back to St. Louis 
for further evaluation after that game — and that’s never a good sign. For 
example, Vladimir Tarasenko was sent back to St. Louis from the 
Edmonton bubble during the 2019-20 postseason, and the result was a 
third shoulder surgery. 

Berube didn’t sound optimistic when asked about the Schenn injury on 
Saturday. 

“It’s a tough loss,” Berube said. “I feel for Schenner. He’s one of our guys 
that fights through anything, whether it’s injuries or things like that. He’s a 
battler. It’s unfortunate that we lost him here. So hopefully he’s back 
sooner than later but it’s a tough loss.” 

Which doesn’t sound like a player who’s going to return in a few games. 
Schenn’s ailment has been described only as an upper-body injury, an 
aggravation of something that occurred Oct. 30 against Chicago. In that 
game, Schenn left the ice appearing to favor his hand or wrist after 
slamming into the boards. (He was also checked for a concussion that 
night, but returned to the game and played Wednesday in Los Angeles, 
scoring a goal.) 

Schenn has been among the most durable Blues since joining the team 
via trade with Philadelphia in the offseason in 2017, appearing in 290 of a 
possible 300 regular-season games. The only contests missed came 
during Cup season — four games that November with an oblique muscle 
injury and six games in late February, early March with an upper-body 
injury. 

This season, Schenn has three goals and three assists in nine games. 

The only silver lining here: If Schenn, with a $6.5 million salary cap count, 
ends up on long-term injured reserve, that would at least temporarily 
solve the team’s cap woes. 

Few would’ve expected Calle Rosen in the Blues’ lineup just 10 games 
into this season. But here he is. With Torey Krug and Nikko Mikkola on 
the COVID list, Rosen made his Blues debut against Anaheim. 

“He’s a good skater,” coach Craig Berube said. “I call it a head’s-up 
(skater). His head’s up, he makes plays with the puck. Smart player. But 
his feet are really good. I thought he had a real good camp. 

“I really liked the one (preseason) game he played, he was excellent 
(Sept. 27 against Dallas). The second game (Oct. 6 at Minnesota) was 
just OK. But the whole team was just OK that game, so I think that had 
something to do with it. But he’s a heady player, the way I look at it.” 

A native of Vaxjo, Sweden, the 27-year-old Rosen has played in 20 NHL 
games. But none since March 6, 2020, as a member of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. That game just happened to be against the Ducks — in 
Anaheim. He spent the entire 2020-21 season in the American Hockey 
League with the Toronto Marlies before signing with the Blues as a free 
agent this past offseason. The Blues’ pro scouts liked his game. 

“He’s been around for a while,” Colton Parayko said. “He reads the play 
well, makes some great plays. Good with the puck, good puck-mover. 

“He’s just consistent. Smart. He makes the right play. Always in the right 
spot. When you have that, that’s exactly where you want to be.” 

Rosen was paired with Robert Bortuzzo on Sunday. 

Berube coached his 200th Blues game Sunday, becoming the eighth 
coach in franchise history to do so. 

David Perron played his 616th game for the Blues, tying the late Bob 
Plager for 10th in team history. 

Former Blue Troy Brouwer was in the press box Sunday; he scouts the 
West Coast for the team, mainly the Northwest. 
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Game Day: Rosen to make Blues' debut 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Few would’ve expected Calle Rosen in the Blues’ 
lineup just 10 games into this season. But here he is. With Torey Krug 
and Nikko Mikkola on the COVID list, Rosen will make his Blues debut 
against Anaheim. 

“He’s a good skater,” coach Craig Berube said. “I call it a head’s-up 
(skater). His head’s up, he makes plays with the puck. Smart player. But 
his feet are really good. I thought he had a real good camp. 

“I really liked the one (preseason) game he played — he was excellent 
(Sept. 27 against Dallas).The second game (Oct. 6 at Minnesota) was 
just OK. But the whole team was just OK that game, so I think that had 
something to do with it. But he’s a heady player, the way I look at it.” 

A native of Vaxjo, Sweden, the 27-year-old Rosen has played in 20 NHL 
games. But none since March 6, 2020, as a member of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. He spent the entire 2020-21 season in the American 
Hockey League with the Toronto Marlies before signing with the Blues as 
a free agent this past offseason. The Blues’ pro scouts liked his game. 
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“He’s been around for a while,” Colton Parayko said. “He reads the play 
well, makes some great plays. Good with the puck, good puck-mover. 

“He’s just consistent. Smart. He makes the right play. Always in the right 
spot. When you have that, that’s exactly where you want to be.” 

Based on Saturday’s practice, Rosen will be paired with Robert Bortuzzo 
tonight. 

Sunday’s contest with the Anaheim Ducks is the Blues’ first with captain 
Ryan O’Reilly in the lineup since his positive COVID test Oct. 26. Berube 
made that official in a pregame media Zoom. 

But it’s also their first without alternate Brayden Schenn since the Stanley 
Cup season of 2018-19. Schenn crashed into the boards in the first 
period of Thursday’s 5-3 victory in San Jose and did not return to the 
game. 

He may not return — period — for a while. He was sent back to St. Louis 
for further evaluation after that game — and that’s never a good sign. For 
example, Vladimir Tarasenko was sent back to St. Louis from the 
Edmonton bubble during the 2019-20 postseason, and the result was a 
third shoulder surgery. 

Berube didn’t sound optimistic when asked about the Schenn injury on 
Saturday. 

“It’s a tough loss,” Berube said. “I feel for Schenner. He’s one of our guys 
that fights through anything, whether it’s injuries or things like that. He’s a 
battler. It’s unfortunate that we lost him here. So hopefully he’s back 
sooner than later but it’s a tough loss.” 

Which doesn’t sound like a player who’s going to return in a few games. 
Schenn’s ailment has been described only as an upper-body injury, an 
aggravation of something that occurred Oct. 30 against Chicago. In that 
game, Schenn left the ice appearing to be favoring his hand or wrist after 
slamming into the boards. (He was also checked for a concussion that 
night, but returned to the game.) 

Schenn has been among the most durable Blues since joining the team 
via trade with Philadelphia in the offseason in 2017, appearing in 290 of a 
possible 300 regular-season games. The only contests missed came 
during Cup season: 

Four games with an oblique muscle injury between Nov. 3 and Nov. 16. 

Six games with an upper-body injury between Feb. 19 and March 6. 

This season, Schenn has three goals and three assists in nine games. 

The only silver lining here: If Schenn, with a $6.5 million salary cap count, 
ends up on long-term injured reserve, that would at least temporarily 
solve the team’s cap woes. 

Duck tales 

The Blues have won eight straight at Honda Center, including four last 
season. In the first meeting last year, Jordan Kyrou scored 20 seconds 
into the game and Zach Sanford scored 57 second in — the fastest two 
goals to start a game in franchise history. 

When Kyrou scored again at the 2:06 mark, it became the fastest three 
goals to start a game in franchise history — and the fifth-fastest in NHL 
regular-season history. The Blues won that Jan. 30 game 5-1. 

The next night, Ville Husso gained his first NHL victory in a 4-1 triumph 
with Schenn scoring twice. 

A little more than a month later, things were tighter but the outcomes 
were the same for the Blues in a 5-4 victory March 1 followed by a 3-2 
win March 3. 

In the 5-4 win, Dakota Joshua scored his first NHL goal in his first NHL 
game; Marco Scandella finished plus-2 in the game but minus-2 in teeth 
after taking a stick to the mouth in the first period. In the 3-1 victory two 
days later, Oskar Sundqvist scored the first (and only) power play goal of 
his career; Sanford stayed hot, scoring his sixth goal in nine games. 

Blue notes 

• A victory tonight ties the franchise record for best 10-game start: the 
Blues went 8-1-1 to start the 2002-03 season. That team finished with 99 
points, was second in the Central Division, and lost in the first round of 
the playoffs to Vancouver. 

• Berube will coach his 200th Blues game tonight, becoming the eighth 
coach in franchise history to do so; he’s 114-59-26 in his first 199. 

• David Perron will play in his 616th game for the Blues tonight, tying the 
late Bob Plager for 10th in team history. 

• The return of O’Reilly should help the Blues end their faceoff slump. 
They won only 41 percent of their faceoffs Wednesday against Los 
Angeles and weren’t much better Thursday in San Jose (42 percent). 
Those are the team’s two worst faceoff outings of the season. 

• Vladimir Tarasenko’s seven-game point streak ended in San Jose, but 
he still leads the team in scoring with 11 points (four goals, seven 
assists). 

• Parayko played only 19 minutes 30 seconds against the Sharks, his 
season low and first time under 20 minutes this season. 
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BenFred: Teams pushing for sports betting legalization should go above 
and beyond to help hedge rising trend’s risk 

 

Ben Frederickson 

 

There were odds on the Cardinals picking Oli Marmol as their manager. 
There are currently odds on the Blues to win the Stanley Cup. The most 
compelling discussion leading into Mizzou’s football game against top-
ranked Georgia on Saturday, for many, revolved around the Tigers’ 
chances of covering a nearly 40-point spread. 

If you bet on any of these — legally or not — this is a column for you. 

If you are steaming about a column on sports betting appearing in the 
sports section, don’t stop reading just yet. This is a column for you, too. 

Love it or hate it, ignoring the rise of sports gambling is not going to 
change this unstoppable trend. 

For evidence, see what happened late last month, when Kurt Erickson of 
the Post-Dispatch reported the Royals, Cardinals, Blues and St. Louis 
City SC are proposing ballot initiatives that, if eventually passed, would 
legalize sports wagering in Missouri. 

Illinois, Arkansas, Tennessee, Iowa, Nebraska and Oklahoma already 
are on board. 

Across the nation, sports leagues are betting on betting. Some teams are 
opening up sportsbooks at their stadiums. More and more information 
about lines and spreads and in-game odds will be baked into traditional 
broadcasts. It’s not coming. It’s already here. 

What we better do is press fast forward on the conversation about what 
to do about it, and how to handle it. Pretending the shift is harmless is as 
pointless as clutching pearls. They sky is not falling. The middle ground 
is being underrepresented. That’s dangerous. The same can be said for 
teams only embracing the monetary upside of getting involved with 
sports betting without accepting a responsibility to minimize its risks. 

Keith Whyte can help. He’s been the executive director of the National 
Council on Problem Gambling for more than two decades. His 
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organization, which was founded in 1972 to serve as an advocate for 
programs and services to assist people and families affected by problem 
gambling, is not anti-gambling. In fact, the NCPG recently partnered with 
the NFL for a grant that aims to promote responsible gambling. Whyte is 
neutral and informed. He has information and advice everyone should 
hear. 

“We are in the middle of the largest and fastest expansion of gambling in 
our nation’s history,” Whyte said by phone. “It’s being led by states 
adopting sports betting. It’s more than 30 states now in the past two 
years that have adopted legalized sports betting.” 

The surge means more opportunities and encouragement to participate, 
including opportunities and encouragement of folks who are vulnerable to 
gambling problems, a risk group that includes younger age groups that 
tend to display more risk-taking behavior than others. 

“We think it’s critical that parents talk to their kids about gambling, like 
they talk to their kids about alcohol use,” Whyte said. “There are 
consequences. It’s the five knows.” 

Know the minimum age to bet. Know the potential health consequences 
of gambling. Know how to gamble responsibly, if you choose to 
participate. Know the warning signs of gambling addiction. Know where 
to go to get help if you or someone you know has a problem. 

There’s really a sixth know. It comes before the first. 

“People should know it’s OK to decide not to gamble,” Whyte said. “I 
don’t know if we say that enough.” 

These may seem like basic tips, but it’s a message active and future 
sports gamblers in our region may not be hearing as often as they 
should. The National Council on Problem Gambling did a study in 2016 
that showed Missouri (33rd) and Illinois (28th) ranked in the bottom half 
of states in terms of per capita public funds dedicated to problem 
gambling services. 

“In Missouri, the amount of money spent to stem gambling problems is 
essentially unchanged since the early 90s,” Whyte said. “It’s interesting 
to us that clubs in Missouri are leading the bandwagon of legalized sports 
betting, when the state absolutely has failed to create a comprehensive 
safety net.” 

That 2016 NCPG study found an estimated 2.2 percent of Missouri adults 
are believed to manifest a gambling problem in Missouri. The same 
percentage was estimated for Illinois, which has since legalized sports 
gambling. It’s safe to bet on these percentages increasing, especially if 
more is not done to prevent and treat problem gambling. 

A national survey conducted by the NCPG in 2021 showed the risk 
factors for problem gambling have doubled over the past three years, a 
trend influenced by both the COVID-19 pandemic and the uptick in sports 
betting advancements. The anecdotal evidence has a rather specific 
face. Sports bettors are at a higher risk to develop problem gambling 
tendencies. Young, male sports bettors, specifically. Especially ones who 
participate in daily fantasy sports. 

Whyte wants parents to realize their own gambling habits can influence 
their children, and that talking about this topic should be started sooner 
rather than later. Research shows many people with severe gambling 
problems started gambling for money even before they became 
teenagers. (Specific tips and resources are available at 
ResponsiblePlay.org.) 

“We are concerned there is a new generation of gamblers being 
groomed,” Whyte said. “And we are concerned they are bringing some 
pretty high risk into this betting.” 

Missouri teams pushing for the legalization of sports gambling should 
embrace the opportunity to help strengthen what Whyte calls the safety 
net. How about an across-the-board commitment to earmark a healthy 
percentage of sports-betting-related revenue for programs designed to 
prevent and treat gambling problems? Lip service is not enough. 

“Gambling addiction has been with us a long time,” Whyte said. “It will be 
with us a long time in the future. Just pretending it doesn’t exist, or kind 
of waving your fingers at it, is not enough given the enormous revenue 
involved and the enormous individual and community stakes. Gambling 
addiction is not just someone losing money. It can lead to serious 
consequences.” 

It’s a serious topic. Families should start having serious conversations 
about it. Teams pushing to legalize it should go all in on doing their part 
to hedge risk. 
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With 6 players hitting the COVID-19 protocol list this season, Blues 
believe ‘something should be done’ by NHL 

 

By Jeremy Rutherford  

Nov 8, 2021  

  

Since owner Tom Stillman took control of the Blues in 2012, the club has 
spent near the NHL’s salary cap every season. General manager Doug 
Armstrong and assistant GM Ryan Miller have had to perform some cap 
gymnastics, but nothing like the hoops they’re jumping through now. 

The Blues were in Anaheim on Sunday night and had just 20 healthy 
players — the bare minimum — available for a 4-1 loss to the Ducks. If 
Ryan O’Reilly didn’t return to the lineup after missing four games on the 
COVID-19 protocol, they would have been one player short. 

It’s a situation that has led the Blues to inquire with the NHL about the 
potential of receiving some relief on the $81.5 million cap. They’re 
obviously not the only ones in need of some financial flexibility; with the 
league testing players every three days and losing players almost every 
day, many teams are pinching pennies. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Athletic over the weekend 
that in the wake of increasing COVID-19 cases, there are no plans to 
permit clubs to eclipse the cap, a luxury that was allowed last season. It’s 
something the league and the NHL Players’ Association would have to 
approve. 

“No dialogue at all with the Players’ Association on this issue at this point 
in time,” Daly wrote in an email. “If we had teams facing serious 
manpower shortages on a regular basis due to COVID, we would 
obviously revisit. That isn’t (and hasn’t been) the case.” 

It hasn’t been the case with the Blues yet, but it could get further 
complicated soon with the pending return of Oskar Sundqvist from long-
term injury reserve (LTIR). He was required to miss 10 games and 24 
days, which will make him eligible to play Tuesday in Winnipeg. 

There’s no guarantee the Blues’ plan is to bring Sundqvist back right 
away, but for the purpose of examining the team’s dilemma and its 
options, let’s assume he comes back in the next game or two. 

I solicited the help of PuckPedia to break it all down. 

As mentioned, the Blues are operating in LTIR instead of the traditional 
cap because they put Sundqvist, who is still recovering from knee and 
hip surgery, on LTIR at the start of the season. 

That allows teams such as the Blues in that situation to spend the 
equivalent of Sundqvist’s $2.75 million cap hit while he’s out. In Sunday’s 
game, the Blues were using all but $14,000 of that LTIR money. 
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It’s the reason the Blues, when they placed defensemen Torey Krug and 
Niko Mikkola on the COVID-19 list, were forced to call up Calle Rosen 
instead of prospect Scott Perunovich, who has 16 points (two goals, 14 
assists) in nine games with the American Hockey League’s Springfield 
(Mass.) Thunderbirds. 

At the time of the move, the Blues had about $764,000 in LTIR money. 
Perunovich’s base salary is $925,000, but in these situations, teams 
have to account for a player’s potential performance bonuses, too, and 
Perunovich’s bonuses max out at $2.175 million. 

“That’s cap-related,” Armstrong said of Rosen’s call-up. “One of the 
reasons Scott can’t be here is because of his contract. The bonuses in 
his contract are so high … it does have ramifications on recalls.” 

But when Sundqvist comes back, assuming Brayden Schenn doesn’t go 
on LTIR, which we’ll get into shortly, the Blues will go back to operating 
under regular cap conditions. Their current cap hit is $83.9 million, and 
according to PuckPedia, the club needs to be just under $82 million, so it 
will have to shed about $2 million. 

So what are the options? 

Well, the easiest, which the Blues don’t want, is if Schenn’s upper-body 
injury turned out to be long-term. He left last week’s 1-0 win over Chicago 
when he was tripped by the Blackhawks’ Alex DeBrincat and crashed 
hard into the boards. The team’s No. 1 center returned to the game and 
played the next two in Los Angeles and San Jose, but he exited the 
Sharks game early. 

On Friday, Armstrong said Schenn had returned to St. Louis for further 
evaluation. 

“He tried to play and the injury got aggravated, so we decided to fly him 
home,” Armstrong said. “He’s going to see our doctors over the next 
couple of days, and we’ll re-evaluate everything when the team returns 
from the road trip.” 

In eight full games and one period of the ninth game, Schenn had six 
points (three goals and three assists). 

“It’s a tough loss, and I feel for Schenner,” Blues coach Craig Berube 
said. “He’s one of our guys that fights through anything, whether it’s 
injuries or things like that. He’s a battler. It’s unfortunate that we lost him 
here. Hopefully, he’s back sooner than later, but it’s a tough loss.” 

If Schenn is out weeks or months, the Blues could put him on LTIR, and 
they’d have no issues being able to fit everyone on the roster financially. 
Like with Sundqvist, the club would be able to spend Schenn’s $6.5 
million on replacement players during his absence. 

But if Schenn doesn’t expect to miss 10 games and 24 days, then the 
Blues will have to look at alternatives. 

Barring any other injuries or positive COVID-19 tests, Armstrong will 
have to do some work to remove $2 million from the roster. 

Would they send rookie Jake Neighbours back to the Edmonton Oil 
Kings of the Western Hockey League? He played his eighth game of the 
season Sunday, so he can play more before the year counts as the first 
year of his three-year, entry-level contract. They could assign him to his 
junior-hockey club, but that would free up just $866,667. 

Would they waive Clifford and, if he clears, assign him to the AHL? He 
has a $1 million AAV, which the Blues could bury in the minors because 
it’s under the $1.125 million threshold to do so. They could do that, but it 
still wouldn’t get the Blues to the magic number. 

And if they had to move two or three players off the roster to fit under the 
cap, they wouldn’t be able to put a 20-man lineup on the ice. 

Of course, players returning from the COVID-19 protocol list would help, 
but Krug and Mikkola perhaps won’t be eligible to come back until 
Sunday at the earliest. And who’s to say that this is the last of the team’s 
cases? 

The NHL continues to test players every three days, which has led to an 
increased number of positives compared with other leagues. All of the 
Blues players have been vaccinated, which is minimizing the symptoms, 
but they’re still sitting out 10 days. 

“The symptoms that the players are getting are very minor,” Armstrong 
said. “I think in today’s world, it’s very difficult to put a curb on it. 
Societies are open now. Our players are doing the best they can do. But 
it’s just a reality of today’s world that if you test every three days, you’re 
going to catch people, and asymptomatic people are going to get caught 
in the web.” 

O’Reilly’s symptoms included having his energy zapped and a lot of 
coughing. 

“We all want to be responsible, but it’s tough,” he said. “It’s not just our 
team. You look around the league, it’s happening everywhere. … It’s 
frustrating, especially when guys are feeling good and don’t feel like they 
don’t have any symptoms. It’s tough that way, but it’s out of our control. It 
is what it is and we’ve just got to keep moving forward, hang on and 
hopefully no more.” 

However, if there are more, the Blues might be suiting up as few as 19, 
or even 18 players. 

“We’re very close to having to play short because of these COVID 
(cases) if we sustain any more,” Armstrong said. “If we sustain any 
injuries, we’re going to have to play short per the guidelines the way 
they’re set now.” 

One way to help alleviate the COVID-19 issue would be for the NHL to 
amend Section 50.10(e) from its rulebook and make an exception for 
teams dealing with a significant number of cases. 

That was permitted in 2020-21, and in fact, it allowed the Minnesota Wild 
to play several games when cap implications wouldn’t have allowed them 
to otherwise. They were allowed to call up players making no more than 
$1 million and put them on the roster with no cap hit, as long as they 
were limited to fewer than 12 forwards, six defensemen and two goalies 
because of COVID-19. 

But as Daly told The Athletic, there have been no discussions with the 
NHLPA on that front to this point. 

“We were talking about that a little bit,” said Blues defenseman Colton 
Parayko, who is the team’s player representative for the NHLPA. “I don’t 
know if we really necessarily thought it was going to get to this — calling 
guys up and not. It’s something that you want to maybe look into, but I 
don’t think that we thought that was where it was going to go.” 

The Blues have four players on COVID-19 protocol — Ville Husso, 
Clifford, Krug and Mikkola — with a combined AAV of $9,037,500. But 
they can’t replace any of them. 

After a 5-0 start, they’re 2-2-1 in their past five games, when players 
started leaving the lineup. 

“Doug has done a great job of putting a team together with a lot of depth, 
whether it’s the group of people we have here or in the minors,” Berube 
said. “We’ve got guys that are capable of coming up and filling in and 
playing. Part of coaching is adjusting and putting new combinations 
together, people being put in different roles and asked to do different 
things. 

“But what we’ve got going on here, there’s nothing we can do about it. It’s 
running through the league, and that’s the way it is. So I believe 
something should be done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks take first step towards fixing power play in win 
over Stars 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

November 8, 2021, 2:08 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- In just over four minutes Sunday, the Vancouver 
Canucks’ power play managed to generate two goals after going nearly 
five hours on this homestand without scoring any. 

And although those sniper-quality goals by J.T. Miller and Elias 
Pettersson merely offset what Vancouver’s dreadful penalty-killing 
surrendered to the Dallas Stars, it was a distinctly positive development 
that two of the Canucks’ struggling stars had some success. 

Not coincidentally, so did the team as the Canucks won 6-3 for just their 
second win in a seven-game homestand that ends Tuesday against the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

Vancouver’s problems at Rogers Arena have emanated almost entirely 
from their special teams. The Canucks have surrendered only five even-
strength goals in their six home games, but lost four of them -- all by one 
goal -- because they were getting torched on special teams. 

On Sunday, at least the tire fire went out on the power play, which was 
three-for-six to end a zero-for-18 hibernation that began halfway through 
their home-opening loss to the Minnesota Wild nearly two weeks ago. 

“I just think it's important that we enjoy it but also we’ve got to do it 
again,” Miller said. “It's one game and it's important we keep this going 
into the next one. 

“It's not a whole lot different... a good power-play night and a bad one. It's 
nice to see some pucks go in. We had some people at the net; Brock 
(Boeser) did a hell of a job on the first two goals screening. And then the 
last one is just the puck luck that we needed.” 

Remaining Time -0:44 

Garland makes gorgeous no-look pass to Podkolzin for Canucks goal 

After a power-play intervention in Friday’s 3-2 loss to the Nashville 
Predators when coach Travis Green removed captain Bo Horvat from the 
bumper position and outstanding quarterback Quinn Hughes from the 
point of the first unit, the Canucks re-assembled their power play and top 
line on Sunday. 

The biggest changes were motion and mindset. The Canucks were far 
more active in rotations, creating and moving into space, while a morning 
power-play meeting had all members adopting a shoot-first mentality. 

After the Stars’ power play demonstrated what quick, lateral puck 
movement is supposed to look like when Joe Pavelski made it 1-0 on a 
tap-in at 13:35 of the first period -- sinking the Canucks' penalty-killing to 
a grotesque 10-for-18 on the homestand -- Miller tied it at 2:19 of the 
second period, just seven seconds into Vancouver’s first power play. 

He leaned into a wrist shot from the left-wing circle that beat goalie Anton 
Khudobin blocker-side. And on the Canucks’ second power play, 
Pettersson made it 2-1 just 4:18 later when he lasered a screened shot 
post-and-in from the middle of the high slot. 

It was Pettersson’s first goal in 10 games and just his second this 
season. It was also one of the few times this fall he has looked like the 
lethal marksman who won the Calder Trophy a couple of years ago. 

“We had a good, honest talk with the power-play group this morning,” 
Pettersson said. “Everybody was going to be shooters. I think we’ve just 
got to continue having the mentality to snap it around, move it quick, 
change positions, like to be shooters.” 

Miller, who ended a seven-game scoring drought last week, added a third 
power-play goal for the Canucks on a third-period changeup that leaked 
through Khudobin. The three goals matched Vancouver’s special-teams 
output from the previous nine games. 

It also didn’t hurt that Boeser, the third member of the Lotto Line, added 
an empty-net goal with 2:21 remaining. The four goals amassed by 
Boeser, Pettersson and Miller were more than half of the seven they’d 
combined for in the Canucks’ first 11 games. 

Their hope is that the power-play positivity may spill over into their even-
strength game. 

“Yeah, for sure,” Pettersson said. “I mean, it's been a couple games 
since I scored the last one, so it just brings a lot of confidence. I think 
five-on-five, our line still can do better. I think we can get more offensive 
zone time, but for sure it gives you a lot of confidence scoring.” 

Remaining Time -0:32 

Demko makes incredible diving paddle save 

Rookie Vasily Podkolzin, with a world-class release on a two-on-one 
pass from Conor Garland, and Horvat also scored for the Canucks, who 
set a new early benchmark for their season with six goals. 

Luke Glendening and Ryan Suter added goals for the Stars, who went 
two-for-three on the power play but never recovered after surrendering 
three straight goals early in the middle period. 

But Dallas still might have won had Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko 
not made another handful of five-star saves, including a diving paddle 
stop against Jamie Benn on an early two-on-one. In the third period, 
Demko stopped Benn again on a breakaway, made a point-blank 
rebound save against Pavelski and robbed Joel Kiviranta at the back 
post. 

Clearly, more than the Canucks’ special teams are imperfect. But fixing 
the other stuff won’t matter until Vancouver solidifies its power play and 
penalty killing. At least for the power play, Sunday was a start. 
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BACK TO WORK  

 

By David Singh 

 

He was once the best-paid coach in hockey, with a Stanley Cup and a 
pair of Olympic golds. So what is Mike Babcock doing behind the bench 
at the University of Saskatchewan? And has he learned anything from his 
fall from grace? 

I t might not be a real word according to Merriam-Webster’s dictionary, 
but the phrase carries weight around this team. “Exactism” means just 
what you think: Sticking to a plan with extreme precision. That can 
translate into a hockey practice beginning exactly on time, or it can 
manifest in three forwards positioning themselves perfectly at pre-
determined points on the ice during a forecheck. Exactisms are designed 
to create efficiency, establish routine and ensure there’s no grey area, so 
everyone knows what’s expected of them. 

On this afternoon in late September, exactisms are all over the place at 
the rink inside Saskatoon’s Merlis Belsher Place. Mike Babcock, head 
coach of the University of Saskatchewan Huskies, is running practice and 
abiding by the term he brought to the men’s hockey squad. Chewing a 
large wad of gum and wearing a grey Huskies baseball cap and matching 
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zip-up, Babcock is engaged, dashing all over the ice as he provides 
instruction. After guiding several players lined up on the blue line during 
shooting drills, he heads back to the bench to grab his whistle. He then 
calls everyone to the faceoff circle to tee up their scrimmage. As it 
unfolds, the 58-year-old skates up and down the ice following the puck. 
His energy is brisk, his eyes remain fixed on the action and his head is 
constantly swiveling. Babcock describes himself as “a bee in a jar,” and 
the comparison is apt. 

This 2,700-seat arena is located on the edge of campus, which is just 
east of Saskatoon’s Central Business District. An empty field sits across 
from Merlis Belsher Place, lush green despite the lack of rain this 
summer. On the other side of College Drive is a herd of grazing cattle. 
When the wind is strong, the smell of manure wafts to the front doors of 
the arena and to the neighbouring football field. This is home for 
Babcock, who grew up about a mile away and played defence for the 
Huskies during the 1981–82 campaign. 

That stint on the university’s blue line was near the outset of his storied 
hockey journey. Along the way, Babcock became, for a time, the most 
desirable bench boss on the planet, collecting two Olympic gold medals 
and one Stanley Cup ring, while amassing more wins than all but eight 
other head coaches in NHL history. Now, 40 years since he was last a 
Huskie, a long, winding road has led Babcock home. The nearest NHL 
arena, Rogers Place in Edmonton, is 522 kilometres from here. He’s far 
removed from the spotlight, plying his trade not with established NHL 
superstars, but university students, some of whom don’t even have a 
desire to pursue a future in the sport. He’s also arrived on the heels of 
what can be considered the lowest point of his career — Babcock was 
fired by the Toronto Maple Leafs in late 2019 and saw his public image 
tarnished by accusations of bullying. He knows that some view his 
current situation as an epic fall from grace, but the long-time coach 
prefers to look at it from a different perspective, one rooted in family and 
his own unique values. After a layoff that was rife with controversy, 
Babcock is working again, doing what he does best. But as he writes this 
newest chapter, he’s also defiant about the past and more than willing to 
push back on public perception. 

Babcock in the communal coaches office at U. of S. (Carey 
Shaw/Sportsnet) 

T he rhythm is hammered out in perfect unison. Tap. Rest. Tap-tap. Rest. 
Tap-tap-tap. Rest, repeat. Huskies players are spread out around the 
boards smacking their sticks on the ice. As the taps gather speed, 
Babcock’s son, Michael Babcock III, skates around half the rink, with a 
puck in each hand. He waves his arms slowly as if he’s conducting a 
symphony. When he arrives at centre ice, the players close in on him. 
Michael — who has blonde hair and his father’s strong, square jawline — 
takes a bow, drops the two pucks and then skates off as the Huskies go 
about shooting around prior to the official start of practice. 

Put simply, Michael is the sole reason his father is here coaching the 
Huskies. 

Late last December, Dave Hardy, then-Huskies chief athletics officer, 
reached out to Babcock about the opening created when Dave Adolph 
decided to step down after 28 years at the helm of the university’s men’s 
hockey team. It was a complete shot in the dark, but Hardy — who was 
the basketball coach at Babcock’s high school — figured their 
longstanding relationship could at least help his cause. After they spoke, 
Babcock told his wife and three kids about the possibility in the days 
leading up to Christmas. The family was together at their home in 
Michigan and, while drinking some wine before dinner, they shared a 
laugh at the idea of Mike Babcock coaching a university hockey team. It 
was his wife, Maureen, who first started to take the idea seriously. Her 
parents, who are 90 and 88, reside in Saskatchewan and if Babcock took 
the job, they could be surrounded by family. True, Babcock 
acknowledged, but if they wanted to be closer to everyone, they could 
simply a rent a house in the area. He wasn’t convinced a job needed to 
come into the picture. 

“We have a lake home in Michigan — that’s where our home is. But this 
is like, Old Home.” 

After the holidays, Michael went back to Boston, where he worked for a 
company that sells data on electrical and mechanical components. He 
began mulling what life could look like if his father returned to Saskatoon. 
“My sisters joked around like, ‘Oh, you should go with him. It’ll be fun,’” 
Michael says. “And so, I thought about it more and more. I thought it 
would be the coolest thing that him and I could share.” 

His father visited three weeks later, and by that time Michael had 
solidified his plan. The two went skiing in New Hampshire and as they sat 
on the chairlift, the 26-year-old told his dad that he wanted to quit his job 
and go back to school. If Babcock took the head coaching gig at U. of S., 
then Michael could do a 12-month general MBA there while working with 
his father as an assistant on the coaching staff. “I said, ‘You serious 
about this?’” recalls Babcock. “He said, ‘Yeah, I’ll go there and take my 
MBA, you coach the team.’ So that’s why I’m here.” 

Michael played NCAA hockey for four years before spending the 2019–
20 campaign in a professional league in France. He didn’t have any prior 
coaching experience beyond working in hockey camps or as a power-
skating instructor. But he’s always been around the game and was up for 
a new experience. “I never thought one time that I’d have an opportunity 
to coach with my dad,” he says. “So, for me, the opportunity to do that 
just seemed too good to pass up. I also thought there’s a chance to 
further my education, which was really important to me.” 

He notes that being around his maternal grandparents was also a draw. 
He visited Saskatchewan every summer until he was 20, but now he can 
spend extended time with the large number of family members who still 
reside in the province. His father has been enjoying that element to life 
here, too. Babcock and Maureen live two blocks away from his sisters, 
and family gatherings are now a regular part of life. 

“The other night my wife and daughter were in town,” says Babcock. 
“Next thing you know, I got two sisters, their husbands, their daughter, 
her husband, two grandchildren [coming over]. We’re having a barbecue. 
I went to my nephew’s football game the other day. 

“It’s just a totally different experience than we’ve had,” he adds. “Because 
we’ve never lived at home. We’ve only stayed at home in the summer. … 
We have a lake home in Michigan — that’s where our home is. But this is 
like, old home. My best buddy dropped by last night for beer. It’s just 
different.” 

Huskies players participate in an intra-squad exhibition game (Carey 
Shaw/Sportsnet) 

B abcock leans back in his chair and offers a smile. “I don’t have an 
office yet,” he quips. His workstation at Merlis Belcher Place is situated in 
a communal coaches’ room used by the whole staff. There’s not much in 
the way of creature comforts, other than the box of Tetley tea and the 
microwave it sits on. Babcock is seated at one end of the room with a 
MacBook in front of him. Is he good with technology? “You have to be,” 
he says. “You don’t have 15 people working for you like you do with the 
big team.” 

Gordie Ballhorn, a fourth-year defenceman on the Huskies, says that 
players were nervous during the first couple skates under Babcock. “You 
could see maybe some of the guys were gripping their sticks a little too 
tight and didn’t want to make mistakes,” Ballhorn says. “But once we 
were able to kind of get by that and everyone took a breath, they realized 
he’s a coach and he’s here to help us. Then, it was good for everybody.” 

Watching Babcock with his players, you see a different side than the 
hard-driving, almost militaristic, leader he’s viewed as in some corners of 
the hockey world. Here, when they’re not on the ice, he jokes around with 
his players, laughing about the differences between Toronto and 
Saskatoon and getting their opinions on restaurants in the downtown 
core. The vibe seems like a happy medium between loose and 
workmanlike. 
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A unique aspect of Babcock’s coaching, according to Ballhorn, is that he 
can draw on his experience with NHL superstars and relate that to what 
he sees from Huskies players. The coach will frequently tell Ballhorn, a 
defenceman, ‘This is how Morgan Rielly executed on the Maple Leafs,’ or 
‘This is what Duncan Keith did on the Canadian Olympic team.’ Babcock 
also leans on his contacts across the NHL to send him videos of pro 
players executing skills such as faceoffs or forechecks. Just the other 
day he showed the Huskies footage of Chris Kreider, Brayden Point and 
Anthony Cirelli to demonstrate such teachings. “It’s cool to have him be 
able to relate things from some of the best players in the world to your 
practice, where you think, Hey, I never would have thought of that,” says 
Ballhorn. “It’s coming from someone who has a different vision of the 
game and who’s been at the highest level.” 

Adds Derek Hulak, a first-year assistant coach, about Babcock’s 
willingness to impart instruction: “He almost can’t shut it off. It’s all the 
time. He’s helping and teaching us coaches, he’s helping and teaching 
the players.” 

Brandin Cote is the associate coach under Babcock, selected earlier this 
year from a group of 127 candidates. The plan is to have Cote, who 
played for Babcock with the WHL’s Spokane Chiefs from 1997 to 2000, 
learn from the NHL vet and then assume head coaching responsibilities 
when he leaves. Along with the certain knowledge he’ll never beat the 
veteran coach to the arena in the morning — Babcock rides his bike 
every day and claims he can arrive before Michael, who makes the trip 
by truck, if they leave at the same time — Cote has some familiarity with 
Babcock’s exactisms. “If you listen to him talk, he doesn’t want to be 
long-winded,” Cote says. “He wants to get to the point, tell you what you 
need. ‘Okay, good.’ Move on. And that’s really how he’s been ever since 
I’ve known him.” 

Practices under Babcock are fast, intense and purposeful. “At the start, 
our guys weren’t used to that and it was almost chaotic out there 
because they weren’t used to having that sort of efficiency with the 
practice,” says Cote. “Now you can see guys starting to get the idea of 
the rhythm and the routine that we want to have and how he runs it. And 
you can see our practice is getting more efficient and crisper as well.” 

Babcock, for his part, is not in new territory as leader of a post-secondary 
school team — he coached at Red Deer College and the University of 
Lethbridge in the late ’80s and early ’90s. He says he understands the 
mentality of these players and the challenges that come with being a 
student-athlete. He admits he hasn’t had to think about minutiae like 
booking team meals or fundraising in decades, but says he’s adjusting. 
His goal for the season is simple: “Have as much fun as I can [and] enjoy 
my son and my family,” says Babcock, sitting up in his office chair. “My 
job is to get Brandin Cote, Derek Hulak and Mike Babcock [III] up and 
running. That’s my job. So, to have as much fun as we can with these 
guys and do the best we can. But the impact on Saskatchewan hockey is 
going to be more so from these coaches in a 10-year run than it is from 
me.” 

Babcock keeps an eye on things during a late-September exhibition 
(Carey Shaw/Sportsnet) 

N ews of head coach Sheldon Keefe’s fresh two-year extension with the 
Maple Leafs is only about five minutes old when Babcock skates onto the 
ice for another day’s practice. He heads straight to one of the nets to 
retrieve some of the pucks that his players have launched during their 
warm-up. Watching from the stands, it’s hard not to compare his current 
situation to that of Keefe, the man who replaced him after he was fired by 
the Maple Leafs in November of 2019. 

It wasn’t long after Babcock’s departure that reports emerged asserting 
the coach had asked Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner, then a rookie, to 
rank the work ethic of his teammates. According to the Toronto Sun, 
which first published the story, after his request was fulfilled, Babcock 
shared the list with the players who’d ended up at the bottom. 

That story was soon followed by allegations from Johan Franzen, a 
forward Babcock coached for 10 years with the Detroit Red Wings. 
Former Red Wings defenceman Chris Chelios had revealed on an 

episode of the podcast Spittin’ Chiclets that Babcock “verbally assaulted” 
Franzen during a playoff series against Nashville. Franzen confirmed that 
to Swedish newspaper Expressen, adding that he felt Babcock was “a 
terrible person, the worst I have ever met. He’s a bully who was attacking 
people. It could be a cleaner at the arena in Detroit or anybody. He would 
lay into people without any reason.” Franzen, who retired in 2015 
because of post-concussion syndrome, lauded Babcock’s attention to 
detail and preparedness as a coach, but said he “makes his players very 
anxious, they are scared to death of making mistakes.” 

“If I’ve done something wrong, I have to own that.” 

After his firing, Babcock spent some time away from the sport before 
joining the University of Vermont on a volunteer basis to advise its 
coaching staff. He also worked as a studio analyst for NBC Sports and 
was reportedly in the running for the head coaching job with the 
Washington Capitals that ended up going to Peter Laviolette. 

Babcock’s time with the Huskies marks his return to the ice and before 
he took the position, he called Larry Tanenbaum, chairman of Maple Leaf 
Sports and Entertainment, to get permission. (The Maple Leafs owe 
Babcock $5.875 million per season until June 30, 2023.) He is committed 
to the University of Saskatchewan until the end of March. What comes 
after that, from a hockey perspective, is unclear to him. 

“I don’t know. Do I take phone calls from people? Sure,” says Babcock, 
who wouldn’t disclose who those calls are from. “But this is what I’m 
doing. So, when I took phone calls this spring, I had made a commitment. 
This is what I’m doing.… I’m here till March.” 

When asked if he wants another job in the NHL, Babcock says it would 
have to be the right fit with the general manager he’d be working under. “I 
think it’s important for every general manager to have his coach,” he 
says. “All the general managers I worked with over the years are lifelong 
friends. I’ve only got one situation that didn’t work that way. In saying all 
that, it worked spectacular for me. Got [to Toronto], we ended up getting 
Auston Matthews. We improved the franchise drastically. [But] there 
wasn’t a fit for myself and the new general manager,” he adds, referring 
to current Maple Leafs executive Kyle Dubas. “Move on. That’s it. But 
you want to work for people that want you to work for [them].” 

The subject of his former workplace prompts Babcock to think more 
broadly about the past. He has publicly stated his side of the Marner and 
Franzen incidents multiple times, but brings up both, and doesn’t hesitate 
to share his thoughts again nearly two years later. Of the criticisms 
levelled against him in their wake, he says that “some of this stuff doesn’t 
add up” and contends that if he were unfit to be a head coach, he 
wouldn’t have managed to hold down a position in Detroit for 10 seasons 
or been hired to coach Olympic and World Cup squads. 

He’s asked to clarify what it is that doesn’t add up. “The reality is, after 
the fact, especially in today’s social media world, you can say whatever 
you want,” he begins. “It’s not my job to go out and say, ‘No, that didn’t 
happen.’” 

He then says the Marner incident didn’t happen in the way it’s been 
portrayed. “That’s a complete farce the way it’s talked about and the way 
it happened. It didn’t happen like that,” he says. “I asked the kid to do 
something. He did it. The next player came in … So did I ever try to put 
Mitch Marner in a tough place? Mitch Marner played great for Mike 
Babcock.” 

Babcock says he feels bad about the way Franzen remembers him, but 
the long-time Detroit forward’s words don’t seem to weigh too heavily on 
him given their gravity. “If I’ve done something wrong, I have to own that,” 
he says. “But I’m good with my life. I’m good with my moral fiber. I’m 
good with my family.” 

When asked what he’s learned over the past two years, whether he has 
any takeaways from that period, Babcock says “sure,” before 
reemphasizing his previous point: “It’s real simple for me. Anything in my 
life that I’ve done that I should be feeling bad about and I should 
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apologize for, I’m good with that. I have to own it and I should do that. 
But some of the math doesn’t add up. It just doesn’t.” 

Does he ever think about legacy and wonder how all this contributes to 
his? 

“Yes, I guess I would have to say this: I’m real proud of what I’ve been 
able to accomplish and what I’ve done, the impact I’ve had,” he says. 
“The impact I’ve had on the coach’s association. All the guys that 
coached with me went on and became head coaches in the NHL. All the 
guys I’ve helped along the way. All the players I’ve helped. I’m proud of 
that. Won at every level and really tried to help other coaches along the 
way. In the end, people are going to say what they want to say, but the 
facts are the facts. Yeah, I’m comfortable with that. So, I turn this around 
to you and ask you this. If someone says you did this and you didn’t do it, 
did you do it?” 

Assistant coach Michael Babcock III, his father’s sole reason for 
coaching the Huskies (Carey Shaw/Sportsnet) 

M ichael doesn’t quite know yet if he wants to pursue a career in 
coaching. His life right now is a balancing act between immersing himself 
in a hockey team and working toward his degree — he often spends 
mornings digging into his coaching work, then afternoons at the rink, 
before rushing off to evening classes and completing assignments after 
that. The grind will certainly get tougher for him as the season wears on 
but what’s certain is both undertakings should open doors for him in the 
future. 

Through their first four games of the season, Babcock’s Huskies are 
undefeated. During that run and the pre-season work that led up to it, 
Michael has been able to truly see his father in his element for the first 
time. He says he’s been surprised by Babcock’s ability to soak up as 
much information as possible amidst the speed of the game. “His way to 
see something happen, figure out what’s going on, figure out how we can 
fix it and how we can use that to our advantage, especially on the bench, 
has been something that I think a lot of people who, until you would do it, 
would take for granted,” says Michael. 

Babcock doesn’t try to be what he calls an “advice monger” to his 
children. In Michael’s case, he says the ball is in his son’s court. He will 
be there to offer what wisdom he can, but any decision his son makes in 
hockey, school or life will be entirely his own. 

If this ends up being the last stop in Babcock’s career in hockey, he says 
he’s okay with that. The chance to work with his son in his hometown is 
something he views as precious. “I’ve always planned on retiring at 60,” 
he says. “I’d have to work fast. You know, if you go back to the NHL, 
you’re going back for five years.” 

Asked about his level of pride in his son, Babcock considers a picture 
that’s bigger than just hockey. “This is what the measure for my wife and 
I is: The impact our kids have on society. So, when someone sits down 
one day and says, ‘What matters to you?’ I’m not going to say the 
Stanley Cup or Olympic gold medals. I’m going to say my kids. And 
maybe one day their successful marriages and their grandkids and all 
those. That’s what matters to me. That’s the measure of me as a man, 
not this other stuff.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators place Nick Holden in COVID-19 protocol, recall 
Erik Brannstrom 

 

Lukas Weese 

November 7, 2021, 9:34 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators have placed defenceman Nick Holden in COVID-
19 protocol, the team announced on Sunday. 

Also going into COVID-19 protocol is Senators assistant coach Jack 
Capuano. As a result, Ottawa is recalling defenceman Erik Brannstrom 
from its AHL-affiliate Belleville Senators. 

Forward Austin Watson entered the protocol on Friday. 

Holden has played 10 games this season for the Senators, recording one 
assist. Brannstrom has one goal and two assists through nine games 
played with Belleville. In 2020-21, Brannstrom played 30 games with the 
Senators, posting two goals and 11 assists. 

The Senators next play on Tuesday when they travel to take on the 
Boston Bruins. 
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TSN.CA / Mark Masters: Campbell on relationship with Quick: That guy 
means the world to me 

 

Mark Masters 

 

For the first time since being traded on Feb. 6, 2020, Jack Campbell will 
play against his old team when the Los Angeles Kings visit Scotiabank 
Arena on Monday.  

"Credit L.A. a lot for helping me out so much," the 29-year-old goalie 
said. "A lot of great friends over there and really appreciate that 
organization so much." 

A first round pick by the Dallas Stars in 2010, Campbell struggled to find 
his way early on in his professional career. He got back on track after 
joining the Kings organization during the 2016-17 season. Campbell was 
mentored by two time Stanley Cup champion Jonathan Quick.  

"That guy means the world to me," Campbell said. "I used to Watch video 
of him in Dallas, just studying his game, and I went to Connecticut one 
summer to train just because he was out there. That was before I ever 
met him. Just the ultimate teammate, ultimate guy to look up to and we 
still are boys. We text each other a lot and I can't say enough good things 
about Quickie. He's a legend and it'd be pretty awesome to play him." 

Campbell is also anticipating a reunion with Anze Kopitar, who leads the 
Kings with seven goals this season.  

"When I was new there, he really took me under his wing," Campbell 
recalled. "I spent a lot of time with him at his house. He's got a beautiful 
family and is super friendly. We had a lot of great times together." 

Alex Iafallo is another good friend Campbell is eager to reconnect with.  

"Last time I was with him I think we were boogie boarding in the Pacific 
Ocean so it will be fun to get on the ice and battle." 

Time in the water helps Campbell relax.  

"Snorkelling is my favourite [thing to do] in the off-season," the Michigan 
native said. "Just makes you feel really happy." 

During the hockey season, Campbell's happy place is the arena.  

"The nicest dude I've ever met," said Joseph Woll, who dressed as 
Toronto's back-up goalie on Saturday. "His positivity and his love to 
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come to the rink every day is contagious. It's really hard to look at the guy 
and not smile." 

But, early in his career, Campbell would get too down on himself after 
losses. Managing those emotions better has allowed him to take the next 
step.  

"Everybody has a tough period or something, but it's just shutting the 
door and trying to be there for the guys," Campbell said. "They're always 
there for me." 

"I've definitely seen growth there," said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. "Just 
focusing on what he can control." 

During last year's COVID-shortened season, Campbell emerged as 
Toronto's go-to guy. Now, he's determined to prove he can run with the 
starter's job all year. The early returns are promising. Campbell stopped 
42 of 44 shots in a win against the Bruins on Saturday night to improve to 
6-2-1 with a .936 save percentage.  

Campbell prefers to keep the finer details of his turnaround private only 
saying it's been a trial-and-error process.  

"I've found ways of improving [my mental game] and I'll help the boys out 
if they ever ask, but we'll keep that between us," he said. "Sorry." 

Campbell on 'legend' Quick: 'That guy means the world to me' 

Jack Campbell has nothing but good things to say about the Kings 
organization and says it'll be fun to face his former team. He also talks 
about getting the chance to face his good friend Jonathan Quick and 
everything he's done for his career. 

Campbell has appeared in 10 of Toronto's 12 games this season and the 
team will lean on him even more moving forward, because Petr Mrazek is 
out approximately four weeks after aggravating a groin injury.  

Mrazek initially sustained the injury in his first start of the season on Oct. 
14 in Ottawa. He returned to game action on Oct. 30. The 29-year-old 
Czeczh native then tweaked something a few days later in practice.  

"Petr, himself, was saying for a number of days in advance of when he 
actually played that he was more than ready," Keefe pointed out. "He 
was really feeling good and we pushed him back to give him more time. 
He was absolutely certain, as was the medical team, and everything 
checked out, but it's just the nature of these injuries and playing the 
position that these things are always a risk." 

If Mrazek does indeed miss four weeks that would take him out of the 
equation for up to 14 games.  

"We like the idea of having the tandem and guys that can work together 
and we can share that workload a little bit better," Keefe acknowledged, 
"but, at the same time, Jack's in a groove right now. He's rolling. It's a 
positive for him that he can just keep at it and knows he'll be playing 
every day." 

Campbell did some work with goalie coach Steve Briere before practice 
on Sunday, but didn't stay out for the main session. It's been a familiar 
pattern so far this season as the team manages his workload. 

"He feels good in terms of what we're asking of him in practices," said 
Keefe. "He's staying sharp, but at the same time not overdoing it ... The 
games are a big ask of him." 

"I've learned that, as I've gotten older, you got to rest when it's time," 
Campbell said. "Coach has done a great job of balancing that workload 
for me. I appreciate everyone looking out for myself and my body."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Mrazek out four weeks; Campbell ready to keep rolling 

The Maple Leafs announced that Petr Mrazek will miss at least four 
weeks with a groin injury, which means Jack Campbell will continue to 
carry the load. Mark Masters has more on how the team is trying to 
manage the workload on their starting goalie. 

The Leafs have a busy week ahead with games on Monday (Los 
Angeles), Wednesday (at Philadelphia), Friday (Calgary) and Saturday 
(at Buffalo). The team prefers not to start the same goalie on consecutive 
nights. So, who's in line to spell Campbell?  

"I'm going to talk to [general manager] Kyle [Dubas] about that," said 
Keefe. "We have some time. Joe's here now. We think this is great 
experience for him. [Michael] Hutchinson was able to play a game last 
night [in the American Hockey League allowing three goals on 27 shots] 
… Erik Kallgren, by all accounts, stole a game for them out in Rochester 
on Friday night and was outstanding. We've got options there so we're 
going to talk about that and get it sorted." 

Hutchinson lost his only start with the Leafs this season. Woll and 
Kallgren, an import from the Swedish Hockey League, have never played 
in the National Hockey League. Woll, the team's third round pick in 2016, 
is 2-1-0 with an .895 save percentage in the AHL this season.   

"The past couple years have been a little weird with how COVID's been, 
but it's afforded me a lot of opportunity to work on some stuff that I don't 
think I would've paid a lot of attention to," the 23-year-old said. "Some 
struggles early in my pro career really allowed me to take a step back 
and see what I need to improve on the ice and off the ice and building 
that mental strength. I've done a lot of work on that ... it's been a long 
road and I feel ready [for the NHL]."  

During warm-up on Saturday night, John Tavares shared a moment with 
wife Aryne and young sons Jace and Axton, who was born in January, 
along the glass.  

"It means everything," the Leafs captain said of having his family in the 
building. "It just gives tremendous perspective. It was my youngest's first 
one so it was special in that way too." 

Last year, due to the strict COVID protocols, family members could not 
attend games, which were played inside empty arenas in Canada.  

"They felt a little bit more distant than normal," Tavares admitted. 
"Amazing to have them here and be a part of it and see what I get to do 
every day and what I enjoy."  

Tavares put on a show for his family scoring two goals and adding an 
assist despite being matched up against the Patrice Bergeron line.  

"He looks as good as I've ever seen him look," said defenceman Morgan 
Rielly. "He's working as hard as I've ever seen him. He's, obviously, 
motivated. He's a guy that we look to. He's doing a great job for us, on 
and off the ice, and he really set the tone." 

After the Leafs dropped a fourth straight game a couple weeks ago, 
Tavares said the team needed to be more consistent and he vowed to 
lead the way. He's been true to his word.  

"John remains confident in himself and the group and that's so important 
when things aren't going well," said Keefe. "You got to keep the belief, 
not point fingers or question yourself and others, and just keep working 
and he's embodied that as our leader. It's not just him. It's consistent 
through our team, but the tone is set by your most experienced players 
and your leadership group and John leads the way."   

Tavares has produced five goals and four assists during the current five 
game win streak. What stands out about his game right now? 

"The swagger with the puck," observed linemate Mitch Marner. "He's 
winning a lot of board battles down low in the O-zone, getting the pucks 
back and, defensively, winning a lot of face-offs and winning those board 
battles as well and finding me and [Alex Kerfoot] in stride going up ice." 

Following a scary injury in last year's playoffs, the 31-year-old is back to 
playing at an elite level.  

"I don't ever take it for granted," Tavares said. "Going through something 
like that only heightens it even more. So, every day you get to go out and 
compete in this league, at this level, and getting to be a Maple Leaf, is 
phenomenal. Just go out there and enjoy it and make the most of it."  
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'It means everything': Tavares puts on a show in son's first Leafs game 

John Tavares has recorded five goals and four assists over the Maple 
Leafs five-game win streak and explains why it's an added bonus that his 
family is able to attend games once again after everything was locked 
down last season. 

Timothy Liljegren may be a rookie, but he hasn't looked like one so far 
this season. With, perhaps, one exception. The 22-year-old defenceman 
accidentally went into the penalty box on Saturday night after an 
altercation with Brad Marchand despite the fact no penalty had been 
called on him.  

"I kind of interfered with him a little bit a couple seconds before and then 
we had a battle in front of the net," Liljegren said. "We cross-checked 
each other. I thought I had a penalty because the ref took me to the 
penalty box, but, I guess not ... I was kind of confused." 

Keefe was not.  

"I was telling our bench we were going to be on the power play," the 
coach said. "Just the way the arm went up, I saw Marchand might have 
got away with a couple before that and the ref kind of had just seen 
enough sort of thing. The whole ruckus in front of the net maybe threw 
Timothy off a little bit. And, of course, it's always tough when the 
linesman grabs you by the arm and escorts you there."  

It was notable that Liljegren stood his ground against the pesky Bruins 
winger and drew the penalty.  

"I don't really get agitated that way so I try and stay calm and obviously it 
worked," he said. "Just my personality, I guess."  

"He played some shifts against one of the best lines in hockey in the 
Bergeron line," noted Keefe. "He did a great job. He just looked 
confident. He did a good job on the penalty kill. We have seen a good 
stretch of play from him." 

Liljegren will play a fifth straight game on Monday.  

"He's got a lot of poise back there," observed Auston Matthews. "Maybe 
not as flashy [as others], but he's really deceptive with the puck and 
skates well. Him and [partner Rasmus Sandin] really read well off each 
other with that chemistry they have. They're really good friends off the ice 
so I'm sure that leads into their on-ice play."  

"We talk a lot on the bench in Swedish," Liljegren said, "so I think that 
helps. But also just the experience from playing with him with the Marlies 
helps."  

Unlike Marchand, Sandin actually knows how to get under Liljegren's 
skin.  

"He knows what buttons to push," Liljegren said with a smile. "He doesn't 
do it very often so that's good."  

Matthews says the Sandin-Liljegren chemistry is most evident in the 
offensive zone.  

"They're able to move around and make really good plays with the puck," 
the reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner said.  

"We just try and keep moving our feet and don't be standing still with the 
puck," Liljegren said. "Obviously, when you play with guys like 
[Matthews] they get open a lot and it makes it easier to make a play."  

Liljegren on accidentally entering box, holding his own vs. Marchand 

Timothy Liljegren ended up in the penalty box against the Bruins, even 
though he didn't get a penalty on the play. He explains the confusion and 
also touches on getting some reps against one of the best lines in hockey 
right now. 

T.J. Brodie (maintenance) missed practice, but is expected to play on 
Monday.  

Lines at Sunday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Dermott  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Woll  

D'Agostini 
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