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The Canes overcame the Lightning after not one, but two OT goals. Here’s what happened 

By Chip Alexander 

For a long time Tuesday, it all seemed so hauntingly familiar 
for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy kept making saves, 
even after briefly losing a skate blade in the second period. 
The Lightning, the Stanley Cup champion in 2020 and 2021, 
took the lead. For Tampa Bay, it was a matter of closing out 
another win against the Canes, just as they did four times in 
the playoffs last season. 

But the Canes found a way to win. They found a way to 
come back and beat Vasilevskiy, beat the champs and beat 
them in Amalie Arena, taking a 2-1 victory on Martin Necas’ 
goal in overtime in a well-played, fast-paced game. 

The Canes, in essence, scored twice in overtime. 
Defenseman Brady Skjei fired a shot from the right circle at 
1:39 and the Canes celebrated. But a review of the scoring 
play showed the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck offside — no goal. 
They played on. Back to work. 

The Canes did it again. Necas got off a shot from the left 
circle with defenseman Victor Hedman in front of him, and 
Vasilevskiy couldn’t spot it or stop it at 3:26 of overtime. 

“He had a Grade A shot and mine was a little luckier,” Necas 
said of Skjei’s apparent score. “Hedman gave me a little 
space and I tried to shoot it through him.” 

After a tasteless 5-2 loss Saturday to the Florida Panthers, 
ending their nine-game winning streak to start the season, 
the Canes are 10-1 and head back to Raleigh for two home 
game. As victories go, this was a sweet one. 

Teuvo Teravainen, whose second-period shot dislodged 
Vasilevskiy’s skate blade, scored on a power play at 9:56 of 
the third period for a 1-1 tie. Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos 
had scored the game’s first goal midway through the second 
after the Lightning had killed off the Canes’ 5-on-3 power 
play — and with Vasilevskiy unable to stand. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, in his 10th start of the 
season, earned his ninth win. He had little work in the first 
period, when the Canes limited Tampa Bay to three shots, 

and faced 18 shots in all, but made some quality stops in 
keeping it a one-goal game deep into the third period. 

“We’re playing good, a real good game, but if they get 
another one who knows what happens there,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “He held us in there. for sure.” 

Added Skjei: “He’s been so good for us this year, just a 
rock.” 

Teravainen’s power-play goal came after Stamkos was 
called for goaltender interference, the Tampa Bay captain 
falling on top of the goalie in the crease. Andersen also was 
bumped hard during the overtime. 

“Our power play kept us in the game with that big goal,” Skjei 
said. “Then, I got one through in overtime and the play was 
offside, but the guys all stayed up on the bench and ‘Nechy’ 
had a great goal to get us two points. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game and it was just a 
great time game all-around. I think all the lines and special 
teams were good. To get the two points against a very good 
team in Tampa, the reigning Cup champions, is huge.” 

Lightning defenseman Mikhail Sergachev was serving the 
second game of a two-game NHL suspension. Defenseman 
Erik Cernak was injured Tuesday and did not play after the 
first period, which also hurt the Lightning (6-3-3). 

In the second period, Tampa Bay’s Jan Rutta was called for 
delay of game after lifting a puck over the glass. Then, 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare cross-checked Trocheck, giving 
the Canes their 5-on-3 advantage for 1:35. 

Things got crazy. Teravainen got off a shot that knocked off 
Vasilevskiy’s skate blade, leaving the goalie unable to stand. 
But the Canes couldn’t score, and a stoppage in play finally 
allowed Vasilevskiy to get repairs. 

“You don’t see that very often,” Teravainen said. “I didn’t 
know what’s the rule, if they were going to whistle the game 
down or just keep going. Everybody just tried to create 
something, do something, and we got a little confused. 

“But overall a good battle, a good team win. That’s all we 
need.”
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Hurricanes overcome adversity, beat Lightning in OT on Necas’ goal 

Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei had a winning goal of his 
own waved off for offside earlier in overtime 

By Cory Lavalette 

There was plenty that was familiar for the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Tuesday night in Tampa Bay. 

For one, there was Steven Stamkos scoring after a failed 
Hurricanes power play. Hulking defenseman Victor Hedman 
was patrolling the Tampa Bay blue line, playing nearly half 
the game. And there was impenetrable Lightning goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopping everything Carolina threw at him. 

“He’s elite. We all know that,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Vasilevskiy. “We’ve seen him enough 
and the league’s seen him enough — his accolades speak 
for themselves.” 

What was missing was the sense of hopelessness that 
seemed to encompass the Hurricanes late in Tampa Bay’s 
five-game playoff win against Carolina in the spring. 

Also absent? The familiar final result. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored on the power play just before the 
midway point of the third period to tie the game, and the 
Hurricanes overcame a waved-off overtime winner by Brady 
Skjei to see Martin Necas similarly score on Vasilevskiy to 
give Carolina a 2-1 win on Tuesday night in Tampa Bay. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game, and it was just a 
great team effort all around,” Skjei said. 

Despite doubling up the Lightning in shots on goal for much 
of the game, Carolina trailed 1-0 at the midway point of 
regulation after Mathieu Joseph set up Stamkos for a shot 
into an open net to make it 1-0. 

The goal came just minutes after the Hurricanes had failed to 
score on an extended 5-on-3 power play. And it wasn’t a 
normal two-man advantage. 

One of the Lightning’s three skaters, defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh, was stung by a shot shaken up. Then 
Vasilevskiy (29 saves) made a skate save that knocked the 
blade out of his skate and left the Tampa Bay goaltender on 
his knees trying to get a whistle. 

“You don’t see that very often,” Teravainen said of 
Vasilevskiy being down to one functioning skate. “I didn’t 
know what’s the rule, if they’re gonna whistle it down or they 
just keep going. I feel like everybody just tried to create 
something, do something, and we got a bit confused. I think 
we got to put that puck in the net for sure.” 

Then Stamkos scored, and the ghosts of last year’s playoffs 
lurked in the shadows as the Hurricanes entered the second 
intermission down 1-0. 

“Roddy came in the locker room and just said just play our 
game,” Necas said. “Battle for every puck. It doesn’t have to 
happen in the first shift. It can happen in the last one.” 

When Stamkos was called for goaltender interference, 
Carolina’s power play came back out with a chance to 
exorcise some demons — both from earlier in the game and 
last year. 

The Hurricanes wheeled the puck around the offensive zone, 
going from low to high, then across the blue line to Andrei 
Svechnikov. Svechnikov passed down low to Vincent 
Trocheck, who zipped the puck across the goal mouth back 
to Teravainen — who had started the sequence — for his 
third goal of the season and a tie game at 9:56 of the third. 

“It’s always frustrating when you play a pretty good game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You’re doing what we asked and getting 
some good looks. (Vasilevskiy) was making some big saves. 
So it was just good to keep going, keep sticking with it. And, 
obviously, we got a big power play goal.” 

The teams went to overtime — Carolina’s first game past 
regulation this season — as both Vasilevskiy and an equally 
stingy Frederik Andersen (17 saves) kept the game at one 
goal apiece. 

And the Hurricanes’ resilience wasn’t done being tested. 

Carolina seemingly won the game when Skjei rushed up the 
right wing and fired a shot that beat Vasilevskiy for the win. 

But the NHL reviewed the play and the goal was waved off 
due to offside on the Hurricanes’ Trocheck. 

“I got the good feeling and then the bad feeling again,” 
Teravainen said. 

The teams lined back up, and it wasn’t long before Carolina 
ended it for good. 

Necas entered the zone with Hedman locked in on him, and 
the speedy winger snaked his way back and forth, forcing the 
Tampa Bay defenseman to give him a cushion out of respect 
for his speed. 

Necas found an opening and shot, whistling the puck short 
side past Vasilevskiy to win it — for real this time. 

“I was kind of waiting through the neutral zone,” Necas said. 
“I was kind of going from side to side … and I think it was 
Hedman, he gave me a little space. So I tried to kind of cut it 
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back, cut it in the middle and shoot through him, and it 
worked out.” 

The win improved the Hurricanes to 10-1-0 on the season 
and quickly erased the team’s lopsided 5-2 loss to Florida on 
Saturday. 

More importantly, it showed that Carolina is a team that can 
come off the mat — even against an opponent with which it 
has a difficult history. 

“To fight back and … feel like you win it, then get, ‘No, you 
didn’t,’ you know, and have to do it,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought it says a lot about the group. They literally just shook 
it off — better than I did. They were just like, ‘OK, let’s play a 
little bit more.’ So it was a real positive game for us.”

 

 

Recap: Canes Win Overtime Battle In Tampa 

Necas secures victory for Carolina with fantastic solo effort 

By Walt Ruff 

TAMPA, FL - Brady Skjei thought he won the game for the 
Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday night against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, but ultimately it was Martin Necas scoring the 
game-winning goal in overtime in the team's 2-1 victory.  

How The Game Got There 

The most important aspect of the evening's contest in terms 
of avoiding having the same outcome as Saturday was the 
start. In the team's defeat in Sunrise they allowed four first 
period goals, three of which game on the power play.  

With plenty of room for improvement, the Canes were 
certainly better in that department. 

Holding Tampa to just three shots in the opening 20 minutes, 
the difference in terms of that statistic was night and day. 
The team did afford a lethal Lightning power play with two 
chances in the frame, both of which were killed off, largely 
due to the team's revitalized pressure when down a man. 

While the defensive effort was there in the start, as the game 
progressed the inability to beat Bolts netminder Andrei 
Vasilevskiy once again became a story for the club. Despitea 
shorthanded attempt by Jesper Fast in the second period, 
the team was largely held away from any high danger 
chances throughout the course of the first two periods. 

In that second the home side took the lead, courtesy of a 
Mathieu Joseph effort that set up Steven Stamkos. 

Entering the third trailing by the tally, as the game got later 
and later the frustration of not being able to beat the 2019 
Vezina Trophy Winner began to mount. However, with the 
aforementioned Stamkos in the box, Teuvo Teravainen 
cashed in for the Canes at the midway point of the period. 
Good puck movement, a catalyst to the team's man 
advantage all night, led to career goal number 99 for the 
team's Finnish winger. 

Continuing momentum with time winding down in regulation, 
both Steven Lorentz and Andrei Svechnikov had strong 
chances to give the Canes the lead, but to no avail. 

With overtime necessary, it took all of just 1:39 for Brady 
Skjei to win it for the Canes. Or so they thought. 

An end-to-end rush by the team's defenseman concluded 
with him firing a wrist shot above the shoulder of the 
Lightning goaltender, sending the road side to jubilation. 
However, after the gathering on the ice, a call came from the 
league's office to the officiating crew, prompting a review. 
After a quick glance it was determined that Vincent Trocheck 
was indeed in the zone ahead of Skjei, deeming the play 
offside. 

However, one additional push was all that was needed from 
the team, as then it was Martin Necas' turn to provide a solo 
effort that would close out the contest - this time for real. 

Also getting the puck in his own end, Necas carried the play 
into the attacking zone before slamming on the breaks in 
front of Victor Hedman, allowing him just enough space to 
get a shot off, one that beat Vasilevskiy to give the game it's 
2-1 final. 

They Said It: 

Brady Skjei on the team getting a win in this fashion after 
Saturday's letdown in Florida: 

"It's huge. We knew we needed a bounce back game and it 
was just a great team effort. All lines and special teams were 
good. To get the two points against a very good team, the 
defending Cup champions, is huge." 

Martin Necas on how the team was feeling after being 
stymied by Vasilevskiy through 49+ minutes of play: 

"After the second period [Rod Brind'Amour] came into the 
room and just said 'keep playing our game'. He wanted us to 
keep battling for the pucks and said it didn't have to happen 
on the first shift [of the third], it could happen in the last one 
and we did it in overtime. It was a great win for us." 
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Rod Brind'Amour on what he said to the team after being 
down 1-0 entering the third and if he was pleased with the 
response he got out of it: 

"Well, pretty obvious on if I was pleased with the response. I 
thought we had a really good third period. We stuck with it. 
The message doesn't change. If we're not playing well, 
there's a different message, but if you're playing well and 
they're doing what you ask, you're not going to change 
anything. More than anything it was to double down. We 
wanted to keep it simple and we knew eventually something 
would go our way - and it did." 

Additional Notes: 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen was dazzling 
throughout, again. Albeit a lower workrate than 
normal, the Dane stopped 16 of 17, including a few 

highlight reel efforts. With the win he became the 
first goalie in Hurricanes/Whalers history to win nine 
of his ten games played, per NHL Public Relations. 

 Sebastian Aho led all forwards in the game with 
22:23 of ice time. Jaccob Slavin led the Canes 
overall with 28:40, including 5:07 while 
shorthanded. 

 Andrei Svechnikov led all skaters with five hits. 

What's Next?: 

The team now returns to Raleigh and will have an off day 
Wednesday. Thursday is a scheduled practice day before 
the crew welcomes Philadelphia and St. Louis for a back-to-
back at PNC Arena Friday and Saturday. 
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Necas, Hurricanes defeat Lightning in OT for 10th win 

Scores with 1:34 left after Skjei goal disallowed 

By Corey Long 

TAMPA -- Martin Necas scored with 1:34 remaining in 
overtime to give the Carolina Hurricanes a 2-1 win against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on Tuesday. 

Necas crisscrossed with Sebastian Aho, pulled up at the top 
of the left circle and scored with a shot to the near post. 

"I was kind of waiting through the neutral zone, I was kind of 
going side to side," Necas said. "I think it was [Lightning 
defenseman Victor Hedman], he gave me a little space, so I 
tried to kind of cut back, cut it in the middle and shoot 
through him and then break out." 

Teuvo Teravainen scored the tying goal in the third period for 
the Hurricanes (10-1-0). Frederik Andersen made 17 saves. 

Steven Stamkos scored for the Lightning (6-3-3), who 
extended their point streak to six games. Andrei Vasilevskiy 
made 29 saves. 

"It was a great goaltending performance from both teams," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It was a pretty 
exciting game for a relatively low-scoring game." 

Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei had a goal overturned 1:39 
into overtime when video review showed Vincent Trocheck 
was offside on the play. 

"I got one through in overtime and it ended up being 
offsides," Skjei said. "The guys just kind of stayed up on the 
bench. I think we had 2 1/2 or three minutes left and we 
thought we could get it done. [Necas] had a great goal to get 
us the two points." 

Stamkos gave the Lightning a 1-0 lead at 9:00 of the second 
period. Mathieu Joseph won a puck battle on the boards and 
skated out to the hash marks, where he passed to Stamkos 
at the edge of the left circle for a one-timer. 

"They're a man-on-man team, so if you get in the corner and 
you beat a guy coming out of the corner you've got to take it 
to the net and things are going to open up," Stamkos said. 
"[Joseph] utilized his speed, which he does every night, and 
made a great play. I just had to pop out and hope that he 
saw me, and he did. Tremendous play." 

Teravainen tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 9:56 of the 
third period. Trocheck made a cross-crease pass to 
Teravainen, who was open for a backdoor goal. 

"[Vasilevskiy] is a great goalie, we know that, everybody 
knows that," Teravainen said. "He played a great game. 
We've just got to put the pucks at him and create some 
traffic." 

Carolina had a 5-on-3 advantage for 1:34 in the second 
period and failed to score despite Vasilevskiy being without a 
skate blade for almost a minute after Teravainen's shot 
knocked it off. 

"You don't see that very often," Teravainen said. "I didn't 
know the rule ... if they were going to whistle the game down 
or just keep going. Everybody just tried to create something, 
do something and got a little confused." 

The Lightning were 0-for-4 on the power play and are 3-for-
28 since losing forward Nikita Kucherov to a lower-body 
injury on Oct. 16. 

"That was arguably the difference, our [penalty kill] was 
outstanding, especially to get through that 5-on-3 for as long 
as we did," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. "But you 
give a power play like that 8 1/2 minutes of time you're flirting 
with danger. 

"The problem is we had seven minutes of power-play time 
and I think we had one shot on goal. Our power play most 
definitely needs to be better." 

NOTES: Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak left the game in 
the first period with an upper-body injury. Cooper said he 
expects Cernak to miss a few games. ... Lightning forward 
Alex Killorn had an assist and has scored eight points (four 
goals, four assists) in the past six games. ... Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo had an assist on the game-
winning goal. He has scored seven points (two goals, five 
assists) in the past six games. ... Hurricanes center Andrei 
Svechnikov had an assist and has scored a point in all but 
one game (15 points; seven goals, eight assists). ... 
Trocheck has scored six points (one goal, five assists) in the 
past six games.
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Necas’ overtime goal leads Hurricanes past Lightning 2-1 

By Mark Didtler 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Martin Necas scored from the left circle 
3:26 into overtime and the Carolina Hurricanes won their 
10th game of the season, 2-1 over the Tampa Bay Lightning 
on Tuesday night. 

Carolina also got a goal from Teuvo Teravainen. 

The Hurricanes (10-1-0) set a team record for the fewest 
games to reach 10 wins. Carolina had its season-opening, 
nine-game winning streak end Saturday in a 5-2 loss at 
Florida. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game,” Carolina 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. “It was just a great team effort 
all around. You get the two points against a very good team, 
the reigning Cup champions, is huge.” 

Carolina got to 10 win in 13 games in both 2020-21 and 
2005-06. 

Steven Stamkos scored for the Lightning, who are 4-0-2 in 
the past six games. 

Skjei appeared to score the winner 1:39 into overtime, but 
the goal was overturned after video review showed the 
Hurricanes were offiside on the play. 

“I think that was one of the key takeaways for me. You fight 
back, you feel like you win it and you don’t, you didn’t and 
have to do it again,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It says a lot about the group. They literally shook it off, 
better than I did.” 

“They were like ’OK, play a little bit more,” Brind’Amour 
added. “So, it was a real positive game for us.” 

Both goalies, Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy (29 saves) 
and Carolina’s Frederik Andersen (17 saves) had strong 
performances. 

Teravainen tied it at 1-all at 9:56 of the third on the 
Hurricanes’ fifth power play. Vincent Trocheck set up the 
goal with a pass through the low slot. 

The goal came after Stamkos was called for interference on 
the goalkeeper.  

“I think everybody saw what happened,” Tampa Bay coach 
Jon Cooper said. “He got pushed (by a Carolina defender). 
But kill it (the power play) off.” 

Mathieu Joseph skated in from the right wing and found 
Stamkos in the low left circle, where the Lightning captain 
made it 1-0 with 11 minutes left in the second. 

Vasilevskiy lost a skate blade making a kick save during a 
Carolina 5-on-3 power play four minutes into second and 
played on his knees for around a minute before being able to 
freeze the puck. He got a piece of Andrei Svechnikov’s shot 
from in-close early in the third. 

Stamkos hit the post and Andersen made a sprawling glove 
save on Ondrej Palat in the first two minutes of the second. 

Carolina outshot the Lightning 12-3 during a scoreless first 
period. Both teams had two power plays.  

Tampa Bay failed to score on four power plays. 

MISS HIT 

Carolina LW Jordan Martinook wound up flying into the 
Lightning bench while attempting a first-period check on 
Tampa Bay D Ryan McDonagh. 

STILL SITTING 

Tampa Bay D Mikhail Sergachev served the final game of a 
two-game suspension for an illegal hit to the head on 
Toronto’s Mitch Marner last Thursday. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Hurricanes: Backup G Antti Raanta (upper body), hurt in a 
collision Saturday, was scratched. ... F Nino Niederreiter 
(lower body, four games) was placed on injured reserve. ... G 
Alex Lyon and F Josh Leivo were recalled from Chicago of 
the AHL. 

Lightning: D Erik Cernak left in the first period with an upper-
body injury. Cooper said Cernak is likely out week to week. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Philadelphia Flyers on Friday night. 

Lightning: Host Florida on Saturday night.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the most underrated player for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

Into the second week of the second month of the 2021-22 
NHL season, two Western Canadian teams have continued 
their climb up the power rankings, making homes in the Top 
5 this week. 

Plus, which players are the most underrated for each team? 
We've identified one for all 32 clubs here. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to last week's 
rankings, published on Nov. 3. Points percentages are 
through the games of Nov. 9. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.808 
Upcoming schedule: @ PIT (Nov. 11), @ TB (Nov. 13), vs. 
NYI (Nov. 16) 

Anthony Duclair. It's fashionable to say Aleksander Barkov is 
the most underrated of underrated players, but his teammate 
Duclair deserves a lot more love than he gets, too. The 
winger has a point in 10 of 13 games this season, and his 
eight goals are tied for fourth most in the NHL. Oh, and that's 
with a $3 million cap hit. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.909 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PHI (Nov. 12), vs. STL (Nov. 13), @ 
VGK (Nov. 16) 

Ethan Bear. No one expected Bear to fill Dougie Hamilton's 
skates on Carolina's blue line. All Bear had to do was be 
himself, a reliable, minutes-crunching guy who slots easily 
next to Jaccob Slavin on the Hurricanes' second pairing. 
With little fanfare, Bear has delivered. Through Carolina's 
first 10 games, Bear was getting the fewest offensive zone 
starts (37.5%) but had the best possession totals (57% Corsi 
for percentage) among the team's defenders. 

3. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.818 
Upcoming schedule: @ BOS (Nov. 11), @ BUF (Nov. 12), @ 
STL (Nov. 14), @ WPG (Nov. 16) 

Mikko Koskinen. Koskinen started as the Oilers' No. 2, 
despite being paid like a No. 1 ($4.5 million cap hit). And he 
is fortunate to play behind two of the league's most elite 

scorers (that's Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl) who 
provide solid goal support. But that shouldn't take away from 
Koskinen's own strong start. He's stepped up since Mike 
Smith was injured in late October, producing a 7-1-0 record, 
with .920 save percentage and 2.54 goals-against average. 
He's tied for the second most wins in the league. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.708 
Upcoming schedule: @ MTL (Nov. 11), @ TOR (Nov. 12), @ 
OTT (Nov. 14), @ PHI (Nov. 16) 

Elias Lindholm. We don't talk enough about what Lindholm 
has been up to this season. First off, he's been one of the 
Flames' most consistently hard-working forwards. Then 
there's the production: Lindholm got on the scoresheet in 10 
of Calgary's first 11 games, coming away with a team-
leading seven goals while tying Johnny Gaudreau for the 
lead in points, with 14. And he was a league-leading plus-12 
in that stretch, too. 

5. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.773 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NSH (Nov. 11), @ CAR (Nov. 13), 
vs. EDM (Nov. 14), vs. ARI (Nov. 16) 

David Perron. The Blues have had a low-key great start to 
this season, and Perron has flown under the radar helping 
them do it. His six goals and 11 points lead the team while 
he was chewing up nearly 18 minutes per game at 33 years 
old. Perron was an asset when Ryan O'Reilly missed time 
early as well, keeping St. Louis on track for it's 7-2-1 record 
through 10 games. 

6. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: @ DET (Nov. 11), @ CBJ (Nov. 12), vs. 
PIT (Nov. 14), @ ANA (Nov. 16) 

Daniel Sprong. Anthony Mantha was pretty under-
appreciated before being sidelined indefinitely by shoulder 
surgery last week. Which opens the door for the under-
discussed Daniel Sprong to potentially do more for the 
Capitals. So far, Sprong has made the most of his 
opportunity playing just over 12 minutes per game and 
pocketing a couple goals. One of those was a breakaway on 
Florida's phenom Spencer Knight, showcasing just how 
quick Sprong can move up the ice -- and finish it when he 
gets a chance. 
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7. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.727 
Upcoming schedule: @ ARI (Nov. 10), @ VGK (Nov. 11), @ 
SEA (Nov. 13), vs. SJ (Nov. 16) 

Jonas Brodin. Brodin has been an unheralded piece of the 
Wild's success this season. The top-pairing defenseman had 
two goals, six points and 27 shots on net through 11 games, 
along with the second most blocks on the team (18). Brodin 
has also produced strong overall stats, including 54.0% Corsi 
for percentage and 55.0% expected goals for percentage 
while averaging over 23 minutes of ice time per game. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Upcoming schedule: vs. FLA (Nov. 13), vs. NYI (Nov. 15) 

Erik Cernak. Everyone on Tampa's blue line lives -- at least a 
little -- in Victor Hedman's shadow. So some of what 
Cernak's doing well is bound to be lost. The 24-year-old has 
a definite presence on the ice, leading all Lightning skaters in 
hits (34) and is tied with Hedman for the second most blocks 
(24). Cernak also takes among the most defensive zone 
starts for Tampa, while still being on the right side of 
possession metrics. 

9. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: @ NJ (Nov. 11), @ TB (Nov. 15), @ 
FLA (Nov. 16) 

Ryan Pulock. The Islanders are one of the NHL's stingiest 
clubs (giving up 2.40 goals per game). Pulock has a lot to do 
with that. The defenseman has been criticized for sub-par 
numbers this season, but playing with 44-year-old Zdeno 
Chara is an adjustment. And still, Pulock recorded a team-
leading 29 blocks in 10 games, leads the Islanders in 
average ice time (21:42 per game) and had some solid 
underlying stats, including a 50.0% expected goals for 
percentage. 

10. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.654 
Upcoming schedule: @CBJ (Nov. 13), vs. NJ (Nov. 14), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 16) 

Chris Kreider. The Rangers rely heavily on their marquee 
players (that's Adam Fox, Artemi Panarin and Igor 
Shesterkin) to produce. Kreider is right there with them, too. 
The winger netted eight goals (tied for fourth most in the 
NHL) and 10 points through 12 games, and levied the most 
hits among Rangers forwards (30). If Kreider doesn't always 
demand the same spotlight as his peers, he certainly should. 

11. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.577 
Upcoming schedule: @ PHI (Nov. 10), vs. CGY (Nov. 12), @ 
BUF (Nov. 13), vs. NSH (Nov. 16) 

Jason Spezza. When the Maple Leafs looked dead in the 
water this season, Spezza dragged them to shore. The 38-
year-old was not only the Leafs' leader in goals with three 
through five games, he has continued to be Toronto's 
backbone while the Leafs' stars picked up their pace. When 
the team's power play was struggling, Spezza was a catalyst 
on the second unit to get things rolling. He's being paid at a 
veteran's minimum, but giving star-level effort. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Upcoming schedule: vs. SJ (Nov. 11), vs. LA (Nov. 13), vs. 
EDM (Nov. 16) 

Kyle Connor. Connor is the new Barkov: He's the best player 
on his team who just never seems to get enough attention 
anywhere else. But he should. Connor put up eight goals and 
16 points in 11 games, led the Jets in shots (46), and already 
has five multi-points games. Connor certainly isn't 
underrated by his team, and what he does for them should 
merit more conversation around the league. 

13. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Upcoming schedule: @ WPG (Nov. 11), @ COL (Nov. 13), 
@ MIN (Nov. 16) 

Tomas Hertl. Perhaps Hertl would garner more talk if not for 
a slow start to the season. He's been making up for lost time 
though. Hertl has been quietly consistent of late, gathering 
three goals and five points in four games after opening the 
season with three points in seven tilts. San Jose has been 
shorthanded due to COVID issues, and Hertl's surge has 
been a big reason they're staying on track. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Upcoming schedule: vs. TOR (Nov. 10), @ CAR (Nov. 12), 
@ DAL (Nov. 13), vs. CGY (Nov. 16) 

Derick Brassard. Brassard, 34, chose to sign a league-
minimum contract with Philadelphia last summer. He could 
have just been a depth piece, another center to complement 
Sean Couturier and Scott Laughton. Instead he unexpectedly 
became the Flyers' second-line center, skating with Cam 
Atkinson and Joel Farabee, taking a lot of neutral and 
defensive zone draws while tied for third in team points (7) 
through 10 games. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.577 
Upcoming schedule: @ OTT (Nov. 11), @ WPG (Nov. 13) 

Alex Iafallo. Iafallo is a hidden gem this season. He's second 
on the Kings' in goals (5) and points (10) but has been their 
best forward possession-wise (61% Corsi for percentage) 
and is near the top in expected goals for percentage (56%). 
Iafallo drives play as well as anyone in L.A. this season, and 
has the high-end work ethic to be a difference-maker every 
night. 
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16. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: vs. EDM (Nov. 11), @ NJ (Nov. 13), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 14) 

Curtis Lazar. Though Lazar was hurt to start the season, 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy still identifies him as someone 
stepping up for the Bruins in their time of need. Lazar hasn't 
been lighting up the scoresheet (two assists in five games), 
but he's a good support piece who's been physical (11 hits) 
and excels in the face-off circle (55.6%). Boston will continue 
relying on him for more. 

17. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.450 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VAN (Nov. 11), vs. SJ (Nov. 13) 

J.T. Compher. While the injury bug has been biting madly in 
Colorado, Compher has been making the most of his 
opportunity. Sliding all the way up to the Avalanche's top line 
with Nathan MacKinnon and Gabriel Landeskog, Compher 
can go from center to the wing while bringing the same 
tenacious forecheck and responsible 200-foot game. And, 
his five goals through 10 games paced all Colorado skaters. 

18. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WSH (Nov. 12), vs. NYR (Nov. 13), 
vs. DET (Nov. 15) 

Oliver Bjorkstrand. The American Midwest's version of Kyle 
Connor, Bjorkstrand has been terrific in an under-
appreciated start. He led the Blue Jackets through 10 games 
in goals (5) and points (13) while averaging a career high in 
ice time per game (18:21). Bjorkstrand has been putting NHL 
goalies on notice with his lightning-fast snapshot release and 
seems to show more of an improved two-way game every 
night. 

19. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.545 
Upcoming schedule: vs. FLA (Nov. 11), @ OTT (Nov. 13), @ 
WSH (Nov. 14), vs. BUF (Nov. 16) 

Evan Rodrigues. The Penguins probably didn't plan on using 
Rodrigues as a top-six center. Yet with the injuries piling up, 
Rodrigues has emerged with little fanfare as probably 
Pittsburgh's best forward to start the season. He scored 
three goals in 10 games, was tied for the team lead in points, 
with seven, and has put the second most shots on goal (30). 
He's an unheralded creator on the ice, too, with good zone 
entries that set the Penguins up for success. 

20. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.542 
Upcoming schedule: @ DAL (Nov. 10), @ STL (Nov. 11), vs. 
ARI (Nov. 13), @ TOR (Nov. 16) 

Juuse Saros. There's an unsung hero in Nashville, and his 
name is Juuse Saros. The Predators may be struggling in 
front of him, but Saros gives his team a better-than-good 
chance to win each night. Saros' 5-4-1 record through 10 
games did not reflect the terrific individual stats (.925 save 
percentage, 2.31 goals-against average after 10 games) or 
overall consistency he produced; since Nashville's season 
opener, Saros hadn't allowed more than two goals in a 
game. 

21. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.607 
Upcoming schedule: @ SEA (Nov. 11), vs. VAN (Nov. 14), 
vs. WSH (Nov. 16) 

Troy Terry. Terry had 20 points in 48 games last season. 
Over a 12-game point streak to start this season, Terry 
already has 15. That's the longest scoring run in the NHL this 
season, and yet Terry hasn't drawn much chatter for his 
accomplishments. Don't count on that lasting much longer 
though if Terry can keep up his torrid pace -- and perhaps 
earn a spot on the U.S. Olympic team? 

22. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.636 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NYI (Nov. 11), vs. BOS (Nov. 13), 
@ NYR (Nov. 14), vs. OTT (Nov. 16) 

Dawson Mercer. For a 20-year-old still getting his feet wet, 
Mercer looks ready to jump all the way in. His game has 
some edge to it, and on a New Jersey team that doesn't 
score a ton, Mercer has been keeping pace with three goals 
and seven points through 11 games, both of which are top 
five on the team. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: vs. EDM (Nov. 12), vs. TOR (Nov. 13), 
@ PIT (Nov. 16) 

Craig Anderson. Unfortunately for Buffalo, Anderson was 
felled by an upper-body injury last week and has been 
unavailable in recent games. But the Sabres wouldn't have 
been 5-1-1 to start the season without Anderson's play. Take 
out a poor showing against San Jose, and Anderson has 
been rock solid, going 4-2-0 and sitting top-20 among NHL 
goalies in save percentage (.921) and goals-against average 
(2.50). Anderson has been doing it a long time, and this has 
been some of his better work. 

24. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.455 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NSH (Nov. 10), vs. PHI (Nov. 13), 
vs. DET (Nov. 16) 

Michael Raffl. Dallas has star power in its ranks. But Raffl 
has been worth noticing. It's not because the winger is 
anything flashy (Raffl had two goals and four points through 
11 games), but rather his consistency that's telling. Raffl 
rarely starts a shift in the offensive zone, but is workmanlike 
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in his effort to get pucks back, and still hovers near 50% in 
possession. He's also one of Dallas' more physical players 
(with 24 hits) and was especially solid early for the Stars 
when others were not. 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WSH (Nov. 11), vs. MTL (Nov. 13), 
@ CBJ (Nov. 15), @ DAL (Nov. 16) 

Vladislav Namestnikov. The Red Wings' rookies -- and red-
hot Tyler Bertuzzi -- have pulled headlines, but Namestnikov 
is having a sneaky-good start of his own. His seven goals 
and nine points are both top five for the Wings. For a team 
that's been seriously lacking in secondary scoring, 
Namestnikov has been the one to consistently answer that 
call. 

26. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.538 
Upcoming schedule: vs. MIN (Nov. 11), vs. VAN (Nov. 13), 
vs. CAR (Nov. 16) 

Nicolas Roy. The Golden Knights have had forwards falling 
like flies due to injury. The quiet emergence of Nicolas Roy is 
lessening the pain. Since being elevated to play with 
Jonathan Marchessault, Roy recorded one goal and five 
points in three games, and peppered the Red Wings recently 
with seven shots on goal. Roy's ice time has steadily 
increased to nearly 20 minutes per game, and the added 
responsibility shows how valuable an asset he's become. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.462 
Upcoming schedule: @ COL (Nov. 11), @ VGK (Nov. 13), @ 
ANA (Nov. 14) 

Nils Hoglander. Don't judge Hoglander entirely on the 
scoresheet. His one goal and four points through 12 games 
hardly look impressive. In reality, Hoglander has been one of 
Vancouver's best forwards. He's a dynamic skater who 
makes crisp zone entries that lead to really good possession 
numbers (56% Corsi for percentage, best on the team) and 
creates a lot of opportunity (52% shots for percentage). 
Vancouver is out-attempting their opponents 107-91 when 
Hoglander is on the ice; all he has to do now is bury a few 
more pucks himself. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.292 
Upcoming schedule: vs. LA (Nov. 11), vs. PIT (Nov. 13), vs. 
CGY (Nov. 14), @ NJ (Nov. 16) 

Artem Zub. Thomas Chabot gets a lot of love in Ottawa (and 
rightfully so). His defense partner Artem Zub, on the other 
hand, could use more limelight. Zub can eat up clock with the 

best of them (he's averaging 23:23, top 20 in the NHL) and 
throws out more blocks (30) than anyone on the Senators' 
roster. To top it off, when Zub is on the ice Ottawa 
consistently has one of the league's best expected goal 
percentages. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.346 
Upcoming schedule: vs. ANA (Nov. 11), vs. MIN (Nov. 13) 

Brandon Tanev. Tanev has been anything but a ghost for 
Seattle. In the Kraken's first 12 games, Tanev pumped in a 
team-leading six goals, and handed out the most hits (43). 
Tanev doesn't draw the same noise as a Jared McCann or 
Jordan Eberle (or even Yanni Gourde), but he's consistent, 
physically imposing and gets the job done. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.250 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CGY (Nov. 11), @ DET (Nov. 13), 
@ BOS (Nov. 14), @ NYR (Nov. 16) 

Artturi Lehkonen. Listen, things are tough all over in 
Montreal. But let's give Lehkonen some due. He produced 
just one assist in 12 games, but had really good underlying 
numbers -- the Canadiens are out-chancing opponents 96-61 
when Lehkonen was on the ice and had a 64% expected 
goals for percentage, while his possession numbers were 
also great (61% Corsi for percentage). Those positives just 
haven't translated where it counts. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.286 
Upcoming schedule: vs. ARI (Nov. 12) 

Brandon Hagel. Before Hagel hurt his shoulder this week, he 
was something of a bright spot for the beleaguered 
Blackhawks. Hagel tallied three goals in five games prior to 
the injury, and has put in the effort night after night to earn 
more ice time. His overall stats (including a solid 55% Corsi 
for percentage) reflect that energy, too. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.125 
Upcoming schedule: vs. MIN (Nov. 10), @ CHI (Nov. 12), @ 
NSH (Nov. 13), @ STL (Nov. 16) 

Karel Vejmelka. The Coyotes finally earned their first win of 
the season on Nov. 6 in what was Vejmelka's worst game of 
the season (as in, he was pulled after allowing two goals in 
less than a minute kind of bad). However, Vejmelka has to 
be the most underrated part of Arizona's season. Despite his 
0-7-1 record behind a struggling Coyotes' team, Vejmelka's 
own stats (.920 save percentage, 2.60 goals-against 
average) were pretty top-notch. Chalk up that poor outing to 
some early-season exhaustion from carrying the team.
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Recap: Hurricanes beat Lightning, then don't, then do again 

The first rematch of last season’s second round playoff 
series took bonus time, with the Hurricanes coming out on 
top in dramatic fashion. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

TAMPA, Fla. — The Carolina Hurricanes have plenty of 
experience making Andrei Vasilevskiy look good. For nearly 
50 minutes Tuesday, they did just that. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s tap-in on the power play secured a point 
for the Hurricanes, who then scored twice in overtime – only 
one of which counted. Martin Necas’ goal 3:26 into the extra 
session got the Hurricanes back on the winning path with a 
2-1 overtime win over the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Hurricanes nearly surrendered a goal on the first shift of 
the game, when the Lightning missed two open nets and 
Carolina had all they could do to simply clear the zone. But 
the two shots the Lightning were credited with in that flurry 
were two-thirds of their total output in the period, as the 
Hurricanes tilted the ice toward Vasilevskiy. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi nearly registered the Canes’ first goal 
midway through the first, but he couldn’t get to an 
awkwardly-located puck between his legs to Vasilevskiy’s left 
and the Lightning cleared the danger. Teravainen also 
missed an open net on a power play, and despite 
outshooting Tampa Bay 12-3 in the period the Hurricanes 
found themselves with this as the period lowlight: 

Anyone who’s watched this movie before knew what was 
coming, and Ondrej Palat nearly got the seemingly inevitable 
goal three minutes into the second, only to be robbed by an 
acrobatic Frederik Andersen save while lying prone in the 
crease. 

The Hurricanes’ best chance of the night – or, at least, what 
should have been their best chance – was on a 5-on-3 
minutes later. For 1:35, the Canes had a two-man 
advantage, compounded by Vasilevskiy losing a skate blade 
and being unable to move side to side. 

Instead of taking advantage of the situation, the Hurricanes 
were content to sit back and let the play come to them, 
infuriatingly passing the puck like they were playing catch 
and only occasionally taking a shot that inevitably missed the 
net. The Lightning penalty killers barely needed to move, to 
say nothing of their goalie, who literally couldn’t. 

Once that power play went by the wayside, everyone in the 
building knew what would eventually happen, and Steven 
Stamkos obliged with the millionth one-timer from the left 
circle of his career. 

The Amalie Arena scoreboard posted the shot map for the 
second period at the intermission, and it was quite 

instructive: outside of Stamkos’ goal, every Lightning shot 
came from the slot, while the Hurricanes took 10 shots and 
all but two of them came from outside the danger zone in 
front of the Tampa net. 

For the second game in a row, Rod Brind’Amour jumbled his 
lines to begin the 3rd period. Martin Necas was promoted to 
Aho’s right wing, with Jesperi Kotkaniemi dropping to the 
fourth line and Seth Jarvis taking his place to Vincent 
Trocheck’s left. 

Svechnikov had Vasilevskiy dead to rights five feet in front of 
the crease on his first shift of the period, but to the surprise 
of absolutely no Hurricanes fan, he shot it high, helped along 
by a slight deflection off the top of Vasilevskiy’s stick. 

A bizarre sequence led to the Hurricanes earning a power 
play, with a point shot bouncing off Andersen’s shoulder and 
off the crossbar, somehow staying out. Then, with Stamkos 
in the box for an interference penalty that no one actually 
knew was being called on the Lightning due to an absurdly 
late whistle, the Hurricanes finally did the thing and tied the 
game. For the first time all night, pinpoint passing got 
Vasilevskiy moving sideways, and Teravainen cashed in for 
his third of the season to knot it at 1. 

Steven Lorentz nearly gave the Hurricanes the lead with 5:30 
to go in regulation, after a Jaccob Slavin shot trickled through 
Vasilevskiy, but he was a split second too late and only got 
the post. That loomed large a few seconds later, when 
Trocheck went to the box for tripping and the Lightning got 
their fourth power play of the night. 

Andersen wasn’t called on much all night, but he was big 
when the Hurricanes needed him, making two saves on the 
power play to keep the game tied. The Hurricanes were 
content to play for overtime, but Palat nearly ended it before 
then, his last-ditch effort blockered away by Andersen with 
five seconds left. 

He did it again 1:30 into overtime, standing tall one-on-one 
against Anthony Cirelli to extend the game. That gave the 
Hurricanes the opening they needed, and Brady Skjei ended 
it at 1:39 off the rush on a shot that Vasilevskiy saw but 
couldn't stop over his glove. 

Or did he? 

After a review, it was determined that Trocheck was offside 
by a stride on the entry. The game continued, and Cirelli 
nearly ended it but sent it wide with 2:30 to go. But a minute 
later, Martin Necas decided that he had enough of this 
tomfoolery and ended it with a snipe from the high slot, again 
over Vasilevskiy’s glove, to put the Canes back on the 
winning path. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Necas, Skjei, Teravainen break down win in Tampa 

The Canes capped off their road trip Tuesday night in Tampa 
with a win, hanging in to beat the Lightning and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in overtime.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up an important win, and 
then did it again, Tuesday night in Tampa, topping the 
Lightning 2-1 in overtime behind a Martin Necas’ game 
winner.  

The Canes, who tied the game in the third on a Teuvo 
Teravainen power-play goal, hung in to force overtime 
against the Lightning, who were fueled by a great 
performance in net from Andrei Vasilevskiy. Brady Skjei 
initially won the game in the extra period, but the goal was 
called back due to an offside on the play.  

Necas tallied the actual game winner a few minutes later, 
firing a laser past Vasilevskiy to send the Canes back to 
Raleigh with a better taste in their mouth.  

Not to be outdone by Vasilevskiy was Carolina netminder 
Frederik Andersen, who had quite the performance of his 
own. Andersen wasn’t called on too many times, but when 
he was he made the big saves.  

Following the win, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Necas, Skjei and Teravainen spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they said: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the difficulty of sticking with it when shots aren’t going in: 
It’s always frustrating when you’re playing a pretty good 
game. You’re doing what we asked, getting some pretty 
good looks. He was making some big saves. It was good to 
keep going. Keep sticking with it, and then obviously we got 
a big power-play goal after we had butchered the 5-on-3. 
The 5-on-4 stuff was great all night. We had a lot of good 
looks. It’s nice to get that one. I thought the guys just kept 
playing hard all night. [Andersen] was great when he had to 
be. It was a great goaltending performance for both teams. It 
was a pretty exciting game for a relatively low-scoring game.  

On if Andersen has been better than advertised: No 
question. Every win this year that he’s played in, he’s had a 
major impact in the game. That says a lot about him. Tonight 
was the perfect example. We were playing a good game, 
real good. If they get another one, who knows what happens 
there. He held us in there, for sure.  

On Andersen getting run into late in the game: You’re always 
worried when guys go down. But obviously with the goalie 
situation that we’re in right now, it’s a little precarious for 
sure.  

On having to bounce back from thinking they had won in 
overtime and having to come back on the ice: Right. I think 
that was one of the key takeaways for me. To fight back and 
feel like you win it and then get ‘nope, you didn’t.’ It says a lot 
about the group. They literally just shook it off, better than I 
did. They were like ‘ok, let’s play a little bit more.’ It was a 
real positive game for us.  

On feeling like ‘oh no, here we go again’ against Vasilevskiy: 
It’s par for the course. He’s elite. We all know that. We’ve 
seen him enough. The league has seen him enough. His 
accolades speak for themselves.  

On if a win like this can really give the team a boost 
considering the way last season ended: I don’t really look too 
much in the past. It’s nice to talk about, but it’s old news. We 
went 1-0 today. That’s what we wanted to do. We’ll worry 
about tomorrow when tomorrow comes.  

On his message to the team during the second intermission 
and on if he was pleased with the results: Pretty obvious on if 
I was pleased with the response. We had a real good third 
period. We stuck with it. The message doesn’t change. If 
we’re not playing well, then there’s a different message. But 
if we’re playing well and doing what you asked of the guys, 
you’re not going to change anything. More than anything it’s 
doubling down. We’re going to double down on what we are 
doing. Keep it simple and eventually something will go our 
way. It did.  

Martin Necas 

On having to reset in overtime after thinking they had won 
the game: It already happened to us last season once, or 
maybe two seasons ago. That game I think we lost. We just 
try to forget about it like nothing happened and just play our 
game. It’s a huge win for us to bounce back after the Florida 
game. Now we’ll just focus on the next one 

On if he got some tips on the game winner from Skjei: Yeah, 
he showed me yesterday in practice how to score. He had a 
pretty nice shot. Mine was a little luckier. Yeah, it was lucky. 

On hanging in there against Vasilevskiy: After the second 
period, [Brind’Amour] came into the locker room and just said 
‘play our game. Battle for every puck. It doesn’t have to 
happen in the first shift. It can happen in the last one.’ We did 
get it in overtime. Great team performance. A good win for 
us.  

On if he was trying to use Victor Hedman as a screen on his 
game winner: Yeah, a little bit. I was kind of waiting through 
the neutral zone. I was kind of going from side to side. 
[Sebastian Aho] took the one guy to the net, and I think it 
was Hedman that gave me a little space. I tried to cut back, 
cut it to the middle and shoot through him. It worked out.  

Brady Skjei 

On the resilience of the team in this game: Yeah, definitely. I 
thought our power play obviously kept us in the game with 
that big goal at the end there. I got one through in overtime. 
It ended up being offside. All the guys just stayed up on the 
bench. I think at that point we had two or three more minutes 
left, and we thought we could get it done. [Necas] had a 
great goal to get us the two points.  

On the penalty kill I thought we were pretty aggressive. 
That’s kind of our bread and butter, is to be aggressive and 
not give them much time and space. We did a good job on 
faceoffs. I thought we got most of the pucks down to their 
feet, which you need to do on the penalty kill.  
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On how nice this win was after Saturday night: It’s huge. We 
knew we needed a bounceback game. It was just a great 
team effort all around. I think all of the lines, special teams 
were good. To get the two points against a very good team in 
Tampa, the reigning cup champions, is huge.  

On Frederik Andersen stepping up when he needed to: 
Definitely. That save in the second period was pretty special. 
I was on the ice for that one and saw it close up. It kept us in 
the game, for sure. He’s been so good for us this year. He’s 
just a rock. He’s been great.  

On resetting the penalty kill after Saturday: We learned. Last 
game we gave up a few too many seam passes. That was a 
big emphasis for us tonight. We did a great job. We were 
really aggressive, which is our strength for sure. We got in 
shot-blocking lanes. It was really good by our penalty kill 
tonight.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On keeping with it against Vasilevskiy: He’s a great goalie. 
We know that. Everybody knows that. He played a great 

game. We’ve just got to put the pucks at him and create 
some traffic. We got a 5-on-3 and he lost his skate blade or 
whatever, and we still couldn’t get a shot past him. It was a 
good thing we got a couple, and it was a big win. 

On it being his name day in Finland: Oh yeah, I guess it is. I 
didn’t realize. I guess then it’s my dad’s birthday, too. I’ve got 
to call him now. Thanks for the reminder.  

On Vasilevskiy losing his blade and on how frustrating it is to 
play a goalie like him: You don’t see that very often. I didn’t 
know what the rule was, whether they were going to whistle 
the game down or just keep going. Everybody just tried to 
create something, do something, and we got a little 
confused. We’ve got to put the puck in the net there, for sure. 
Overall, it was a good battle. Good team win. That’s all we 
need.  

On having to come back out after thinking they had won: 
Yeah, of course you get the good feeling and then the bad 
feeling again. You’ve got to get ready again. It’s just hockey. 
You’ve got to go back and do your job for the next shift. 
[Necas] put one in.

 

 

 

 

Canes strike back at Lightning for 10th win of season  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes exacted revenge with a 2-1 
overtime victory over the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday, 
Nov. 9, 155 days after the Lightning eliminated them from 
last season’s Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The matchup featured a showdown between two of the 
league’s best goalies right now: Frederik Andersen for the 
Canes (10-1-0) and Andrei Vasilevskiy for Tampa Bay (6-3-
3). The former left Amalie Arena with the win when center 
Martin Necas beat Vasilevskiy for the game-winning goal in 
OT. 

The Hurricanes worked all night to get past the most recent 
recipient of the Conn Smythe Trophy, awarded “to the most 
valuable player for his team in the playoffs." The Lightning 
defense did its part to help their goalie, blocking 18 shots 
before they reached Vasilevskiy. Andersen did not get as 
much help in that regard, as Carolina only blocked eight 
shots, but the Dane stepped up with some crucial saves of 
his to keep Tampa Bay at bay. 

“That save in the second period was pretty special,” said 
defender Brady Skjei. “I was on the ice for that one and saw 
that one close up. It kept us in the game for sure.” 

Left wing Teuvo Teravainen broke on the seal of 
Vasilevskiy’s net in the third period. Some crisp power play 
passing by the Canes resulted in an easy scoring look for 

Teravainen, who took care of business to even the score at 
1-1. After neither squad was able to break the deadlock in 
the final 10 minutes of regulation, the game went to overtime 
where the excitement reached its peak. 

What initially looked to be a game-winning goal by Necas 
was negated by an offside call, but that did not seem to 
bother him much. Necas ended up sealing the deal anyway 
on a breakaway chance, swiveling his way through the 
Tampa Bay defense and firing the puck into the back of the 
net. 

“[Tampa Bay defender Victor Hedman] gave me little space 
there,” Necas said. “So I tried to cut it back, cut it in the 
middle and shoot through him and it worked out.” 

The bounce-back win comes on the heels of the Canes’ first 
loss of the season, an embarrassing 5-2 defeat to the Florida 
Panthers. By vanquishing Vasilevskiy and the Lightning, 
Carolina seems to be back on track for the season. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game,” Skjei said. “It 
was just a great team effort all around. All lines and special 
teams were good. To get the two points against a very good 
team in Tampa, the reigning cup champions, is huge.” 

The Canes will return to Raleigh for their next game, a 
Friday, Nov. 12 matchup against the Philadelphia Flyers. 
Puck drop is scheduled for 7 p.m.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article255680956.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/hurricanes-overcome-adversity-beat-lightning-in-ot-on-necas-goal/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-win-overtime-battle-in-tampa/c-327765450 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-tampa-bay-lightning-game-recap/c-327396430 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-brady-skjei-andrei-vasilevskiy-martin-necas-9bad0416d3089afb176fcf4b0f6a1391 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/32592502/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-most-underrated-player-every-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/9/22773222/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-martin-necas-overtime-goal-tampa-bay-lightning-andrei-
vasilevskiy 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/9/22773612/they-said-it-brindamour-necas-skjei-teravainen-break-down-win-in-tampa 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-strike-back-at-lightning-for-10th-win-of-season/article_b94d85e8-41d8-11ec-ad04-

cb84c0b7266a.html 
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The Canes overcame the Lightning after not one, but two OT goals. 
Here’s what happened 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 09, 2021 11:38 PM 

 

For a long time Tuesday, it all seemed so hauntingly familiar for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy kept making saves, even after 
briefly losing a skate blade in the second period. The Lightning, the 
Stanley Cup champion in 2020 and 2021, took the lead. For Tampa Bay, 
it was a matter of closing out another win against the Canes, just as they 
did four times in the playoffs last season. 

But the Canes found a way to win. They found a way to come back and 
beat Vasilevskiy, beat the champs and beat them in Amalie Arena, taking 
a 2-1 victory on Martin Necas’ goal in overtime in a well-played, fast-
paced game. 

The Canes, in essence, scored twice in overtime. Defenseman Brady 
Skjei fired a shot from the right circle at 1:39 and the Canes celebrated. 
But a review of the scoring play showed the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck 
offside — no goal. They played on. Back to work. 

The Canes did it again. Necas got off a shot from the left circle with 
defenseman Victor Hedman in front of him, and Vasilevskiy couldn’t spot 
it or stop it at 3:26 of overtime. 

“He had a Grade A shot and mine was a little luckier,” Necas said of 
Skjei’s apparent score. “Hedman gave me a little space and I tried to 
shoot it through him.” 

After a tasteless 5-2 loss Saturday to the Florida Panthers, ending their 
nine-game winning streak to start the season, the Canes are 10-1 and 
head back to Raleigh for two home game. As victories go, this was a 
sweet one. 

Teuvo Teravainen, whose second-period shot dislodged Vasilevskiy’s 
skate blade, scored on a power play at 9:56 of the third period for a 1-1 
tie. Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos had scored the game’s first goal 
midway through the second after the Lightning had killed off the Canes’ 
5-on-3 power play — and with Vasilevskiy unable to stand. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, in his 10th start of the season, earned 
his ninth win. He had little work in the first period, when the Canes limited 
Tampa Bay to three shots, and faced 18 shots in all, but made some 
quality stops in keeping it a one-goal game deep into the third period. 

“We’re playing good, a real good game, but if they get another one who 
knows what happens there,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He 
held us in there. for sure.” 

Added Skjei: “He’s been so good for us this year, just a rock.” 

Teravainen’s power-play goal came after Stamkos was called for 
goaltender interference, the Tampa Bay captain falling on top of the 
goalie in the crease. Andersen also was bumped hard during the 
overtime. 

“Our power play kept us in the game with that big goal,” Skjei said. 
“Then, I got one through in overtime and the play was offside, but the 
guys all stayed up on the bench and ‘Nechy’ had a great goal to get us 
two points. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game and it was just a great time 
game all-around. I think all the lines and special teams were good. To get 
the two points against a very good team in Tampa, the reigning Cup 
champions, is huge.” 

Lightning defenseman Mikhail Sergachev was serving the second game 
of a two-game NHL suspension. Defenseman Erik Cernak was injured 
Tuesday and did not play after the first period, which also hurt the 
Lightning (6-3-3). 
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In the second period, Tampa Bay’s Jan Rutta was called for delay of 
game after lifting a puck over the glass. Then, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
cross-checked Trocheck, giving the Canes their 5-on-3 advantage for 
1:35. 

Things got crazy. Teravainen got off a shot that knocked off Vasilevskiy’s 
skate blade, leaving the goalie unable to stand. But the Canes couldn’t 
score, and a stoppage in play finally allowed Vasilevskiy to get repairs. 

“You don’t see that very often,” Teravainen said. “I didn’t know what’s the 
rule, if they were going to whistle the game down or just keep going. 
Everybody just tried to create something, do something, and we got a 
little confused. 

“But overall a good battle, a good team win. That’s all we need.” 
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Hurricanes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi still adjusting to Rod Brind’Amour’s way 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 09, 2021 6:52 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes played the Tampa Bay Lightning 13 times last 
season, the last five games in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi played against the Lightning three times last season, 
all in the Stanley Cup finals. 

The numbers were different but the reaction the same: Intense 
disappointment in the end. 

The Canes were ousted in the second round of the playoffs by the 
Lightning. Kotkaniemi and the Montreal Canadiens were denied the Cup 
after making an inspired playoff run. Kotkaniemi also was left frustrated 
over missing games in the finals as a scratch as the Lightning won a 
second consecutive Cup. 

None of that will be on anyone’s minds Tuesday, or so they say, as the 
Canes (9-1-0) and Lightning (6-3-2) face off for the first time in the 2021-
22 season at Amalie Arena. It’s a regular-season game that both teams 
want to win. 

That’s it. 

For Kotkaniemi, the 5-2 road loss Saturday against the Florida Panthers 
was his first defeat with the Canes. It ended Carolina’s nine-game 
winning streak, one victory short of tying the NHL record for consecutive 
wins to start a season. 

“The winning has been really fun, of course,” Kotkaniemi said Monday, 
chuckling. “We’ve been playing really good so far. Hopefully we can get it 
back on track (Tuesday). But it has been really fun to get to know new 
guys, and as I said the team’s been playing really well.” 

For Kotkaniemi, 21, It was a rapid adjustment. He changed teams. He 
changed positions. He also has had new linemates as Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour has changed up the lines before and during games. 

One night, Kotkaniemi started with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
— the three Finns together. Another night, it was on Vincent Trocheck’s 
line with Martin Necas. In the Florida game, he started on Jordan Staal’s 
line with Jesper Fast. 

The offer sheet to Kotkaniemi was one thing — just NHL business. The 
Canes made it to the then-restricted free agent, the Canadiens didn’t 
match it by Sept. 4 and Kotkaniemi was on his way to Carolina. 

Brind’Amour then switched him from center to wing while Kotkaniemi 
tried to learn a new system and Brind’Amour’s way of doing things. 

“I think he’s getting better,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “It is tough, 
number one, coming to a new place. Then, we have moved him around, 
trying to get him familiar with everybody and looking at all the 
combinations. And he’s playing a position that he hasn’t normally played 
or hasn’t, so all that comes into effect.” 

In the Canes’ 9-1 start, Kotkaniemi has two goals and one assist, with 14 
shots on goal. His minutes have ranged roughly between 12 and 14 per 
game — he’s averaging 12:48 in ice time, with a high of 14:34 in a 3-0 
win over Boston on Oct. 28. 

Kotkaniemi’s first goal was a sweet one — at Montreal on Oct. 21 in his 
return game to the Bell Centre. His second came Oct. 29 against the 
Chicago Blackhawks as Kotkaniemi and Aho teamed up for a well-
executed transition score in a 6-3 win. 

“I think he’s getting more comfortable with how everything is supposed to 
go,” Brind’Amour said. “You can see that now. He’s not thinking so much 
when he’s out on the ice. I would expect him to just keep getting better.” 

While he doesn’t have a lot of points, Kotkaniemi has shown he can be a 
handful in front of the net. At 6-foot-2 and 201 pounds, he’s effective in 
screening goalies and being a nuisance. 

“He’s a big body. He’s a lot bigger than I thought he was before he came 
here,” Trocheck said last week. “He plays a physical game and has a ton 
of skill.” 

Canes forward Jordan Martinook, an alternate captain, said Kotkaniemi’s 
transition has been smooth and generally seamless. He apparently has 
an interesting sense of humor — in his team bio, he says he picked No. 
82 as his jersey number with the Canes because it was his best golf 
score this year. 

“He’s always smiling and always kind of in a good mood, so it’s easy for 
him to fit in with us,” Martinook said Monday. “I think he is, like ‘Troch’ 
said, bigger than he looks and skates well and has got good hands. 

“He’s been fun to watch. Coming into a new team, you’ve got to get 
settled and get acclimated to everything and he’s still working on that. 
He’ll get there and he’ll be good.” 
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Hurricanes Prospects: Jarvis, Mäkiniemi, Koivunen & More 

 

November 9, 2021 

by Alex Ohari 

 

Welcome to the first installment in what I plan to build into a weekly 
segment at The Hockey Writers — checking in on Carolina Hurricanes 
prospects. In this column, we’ll be taking a look at Hurricanes prospects 
that are standing out and enjoying success, whether they’re playing in 
Canadian juniors, the American Hockey League (AHL), Europe, or 
anywhere around the world. 

With a prospect group that’s been ranked amongst the best in the NHL 
over the past few years, there’ll never be any shortage of storylines to 
talk about. The Hurricanes have drafted 33 players over the past three 
years alone and have made it a major organizational focus to build with 
their youth. We’ve seen players like Martin Necas, Jake Bean, and Alex 
Nedeljkovic graduate prospect status over the past couple of seasons, 
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and the team has had a successful history in developing their 
youngsters. Without further ado, let’s take a look at some players who’ve 
made waves since the start of the 2021-22 hockey season! 

Welcome To The NHL, Seth Jarvis  

With only a handful of NHL games under his belt, 

Seth Jarvis still classifies as a prospect under all criteria. He’s only 19, 
and he made his NHL debut just a week ago — and it’s hard to imagine 
any way that it could’ve gone better for him. He capped the game off with 
an assist on Brett Pesce’s game-winning goal in the Hurricanes’ 2-1 win 
over the Arizona Coyotes and made a phenomenal back-check during 
the third period that stalled a breakaway for Coyotes forward Antoine 
Roussel. In his second game, he scored his first NHL goal, in beautiful 
fashion: 

Carolina Hurricanes 

In the grand scheme of things, it’s been a dream transition into pro 
hockey for Jarvis so far. He’s begun earning coach Rod Brind’Amour’s 
trust — with his ice-time jumping five minutes higher in his third game 
than his previous two. And he fits in super well. His skill and speed make 
him a seamless fit with the Hurricanes’ fast-paced play style, and despite 
being a bit out-matched physically, it hasn’t noticeably held him back yet. 
The team has six more games before they need to decide to either keep 
him in the NHL and burn a year of his entry-level contract or send him 
back to the WHL. Thus far, he’s made a real case to stick around. 

Eetu Mäkiniemi Off To Fantastic Start In Chicago 

I’ve become a huge fan of Mäkineimi and his pro potential over the past 
couple of seasons, and I was very excited to track his progression in the 
AHL after he finally made the move to North America this past summer. 
He’d spent the entirety of his career in Finland prior to signing his entry-
level contract with the Hurricanes back in April — four years after the 
team selected him in the fourth round of the 2017 NHL Draft. Through his 
first five AHL games with the Chicago Wolves, he’s compiled a 4-1-0 
record, along with a 2.22 goals-against average (GAA) and a .927 save 
percentage (SV%).  

He was named the First Star of each of his first two starts in the AHL and 
has really looked the part. His SV% currently ranks fifth amongst 
qualified goaltenders, which is particularly impressive when you consider 
that Mäkiniemi is adapting to a different style of hockey than he’s been 
used to overseas. At only 22 years old, he looks to have a very bright 
future ahead of him. Antti Raanta’s injury this past week has led to the 
Hurricanes recalling goaltender Alex Lyon from the Wolves, so Mäkiniemi 
figures to be their unquestioned starter for the next little while. Consistent 
starts are what he needs to develop, and he’s made the most of his 
opportunities so far. I’m all aboard the hype train. 

Ville Koivunen Having Success In Liiga 

Meanwhile, over in Finland, winger Koivunen has commanded attention 
with a fiery-hot start to his season. The Hurricanes selected him in the 
second round of the 2021 NHL Draft after trading out of the first round in 
a deal with the Nashville Predators. He was playing for the storied Karpat 
program — the same program that produced a certain player named 
Sebastian Aho — and is also managed by his father, Harri Aho, whom 
the Canes’ scouting department gave a lot of credit too for 
recommending the player. 

After dominating at the U20 level during the 2020-21 season, Koivunen 
has moved up into Liiga and has picked up where he’s left off. Through 
19 games, he’s posted six goals and five assists — which is very 
impressive for an 18-year old player. In fact, he ranks third in scoring 
amongst all U20 players in that league so far this season, which includes 
highly-touted prospects such as Roni Hirvonen, Aatu Raty, and Brad 
Lambert.  

It’s hard to imagine a better place for Koivunen to develop. Karpat has 
been a phenomenal developmental team for the NHL over the years — 
producing talents like Aho, Niklas Backstrom, Jesse Puljujarvi, and Jussi 

Jokinen, amongst many others. His foot speed has been a concern for 
scouts, but if he can improve by even a half-step in that regard, he’s a 
player that has a mountain of potential. He’s a gifted offensive presence 
with slick hands, great vision, and a quick release. He’s a very fun player 
to watch, and he’s already signed his entry-level deal with the 
Hurricanes! 

Keeping A Close Eye On….. 

Tuukka Tieksola: After a breakout season with Karpat in 2020-21 (nine 
goals and nine assists in 37 games), I was hopeful for another big step 
forward from Tieksola this season. Unfortunately, consistency in his 
overall game has seen him stuck in a bottom-six role, and he has only 
four points in 15 games. He has all the natural talent in the world, but 
he’s very undersized (5-foot-10, 154 pounds) and has been known to 
disappear for large stretches of games. It’s hard to earn a coach’s trust 
like that, but he’s still only 20 and has time to figure it out. Notably, 
Koivunen has seemingly jumped him on Karpat’s depth chart. 

Patrik Puistola: In the scouting process leading up to the 2019 NHL Draft, 
many scouts had pegged Puistola as a potential first-round talent….but 
those days are long gone. He’s bounced around between five separate 
Liiga teams over the past year and has been unable to make a real 
impact with any of them. The problem for him is that he’s very one-
dimensional. He’s not a great skater, puck carrier, or playmaker; he’s not 
very physical and struggles in his own end. He’s flashed the ability to 
score from in-and-around the front of the net, and he’s improved his 
acceleration a tad. But this kid is a long-term project. He was cut by JYP 
after just two games this season, but the good news is that he’s been 
given more of a role since being picked up by Jukurit. He’s also still only 
20, so it’s not time to close the book on him yet — but he really needs to 
show us something this season. 

Kirill Slepets: It’s been a whirlwind of a career for Slepets since the 
Hurricanes selected him as a double-overager back in the fifth round of 
the 2019 NHL Draft. His progression was on the rise, and he looked to 
finally be on the cusp of locking down a full-time KHL role, as he had a 
33-game stint with Dinamo Riga in 2019-20. Since then, he’s been 
relegated to the Russian minor leagues, and his production has taken a 
serious dip. He’s only 22, he’s a noticeably hard worker and has NHL-
level speed and hands, but the clock is starting to tick here. His 
development has seemingly hit a wall over the past year, he’s undersized 
(5-foot-10, 165 pounds), and he continues to struggle with consistency. 
His hands really are incredible, though: 

4:19 PM · Jan 5, 2019 
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The important thing to remember with prospects is that development is 
non-linear. At any point, the light could turn on or off for any particular 
player, and their progression could take a complete turn the opposite 
way. Some teams can’t afford to whiff on draft picks, but the depth that 
the Hurricanes have amassed in their prospect pool gives them flexibility. 
They have an overload of bodies and a wide array of prospects with skill, 
size, speed, and hockey sense. It’s a group as deep and as talented as 
any in the league, and they’ll be a ton of fun to track throughout the 
season. 
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Injured Ryan Ellis, Kevin Hayes nearing returns to the Flyers lineup 

 

Giana Han 
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When Ryan Ellis and Kevin Hayes joined their Flyers teammates for 
practice Tuesday, they both shook things up a little. 

Hayes, returning from sports hernia surgery, was sporting a freshly 
shaven jaw, making it hard to recognize him at first. He joined the penalty 
kill on a four-on-three drill and cycled in on the fourth line, playing with a 
mix of Nate Thompson, Nic Aubé-Kubel, Patrick Brown, and Zack 
MacEwen. 

Coach Alain Vigneault said Hayes has been cleared for practice 
completely, including contact drills, but he has not been cleared for 
games yet. The earliest he sees Hayes returning is next Tuesday against 
Calgary. 

» READ MORE: Former Flyer Donald Brashear hoping to help Philly's 
youth through hockey 

“I’m assuming we’re at the six- or seven-week period right now, so I’m 
assuming he should be cleared shortly,” Vigneault said. 

Ellis, who has been out with a lower-body injury, didn’t go so far as to 
shave his beard. But he stayed on the ice after the warmup and made up 
the third pair with Keith Yandle. Justin Braun, who played with Yandle 
until the injuries hit the defensive unit, continued to play on the top pair 
with Ivan Provorov. Nick Seeler, the player who has helped the Flyers get 
through this recent string of injuries, made up the fourth pair with multiple 
forwards acting as his partner. 

When Ellis was healthy, he played the point on the second power-play 
unit. Yandle, who started out on the top unit, moved to the point of the 
second group. Ellis only played on the penalty kill at practice 
Wednesday. 

Vigneault said Ellis, whose status has been “day to day” since last 
appearing in a game Oct. 20, has a chance to play Wednesday based on 
how morning skate goes. If he’s not ready, though, he might not travel 
with the Flyers on the Raleigh-Dallas trip. 

“We’ll see how he responds tomorrow. I’m not saying that he won’t play 
tomorrow. I haven’t talked to Jimmy [McCrossin] yet,” Vigneault said, 
referring to the team’s director of medical services. “But there is an 
outside chance. If he doesn’t play tomorrow, practices Wednesday and 
feels good, not Wednesday, Thursday, then might be one of those two. If 
he’s a definite no for either game, he’s not coming.” 

If he does play, Ellis will ease back in by starting on the third pair with 
Yandle. 

Vigneault knows Carter Hart will be starting in goal Wednesday. After 
that, he does not know who will start where in the two back-to-back road 
games. 

» READ MORE: Derick Brassard the unsung hero in Flyers' hot start 

So far, it hasn’t mattered for the Flyers. Whether Hart or Martin Jones is 
in goal, the Flyers have received solid goalie play. Through seven 
games, Hart has a .926 save percentage. Jones, has been just 
impressive in his three starts, compiling a .950 save percentage,including 
against tough opposition like Boston and Washington. 

It’s a good sign for the team as it moves forward for multiple reasons. 

“The consistent factor in the NHL if you look at the teams that are 
winning, take a look at the goalie stats, too,” Vigneault said. “They’re 
related. Both our guys right now are on top of their game, which I think 
just breeds confidence throughout the rest of the lineup.” 

Forward Travis Konecny said the goalies are an example of a major 
theme the team talked about at the start of camp. The Flyers emphasized 
internal competition so that players would push each other to be better. 

Although Konecny doesn’t try to score on Hart or Jones in games, he’s 
gone up against them at practice, where both goalies have been sharp 
as well. 

“You notice when Hartsy and Joner are making good saves,” Konecny 
said. “It’s good for us, too, in practice. It’s challenging to score, so it’s 
fun.” 

Breakaways 

The Flyers play Toronto at 7:30 Wednesday at the Wells Fargo Center. 
The Maple Leafs are 7-5-1. ... Forward Samu Tuomaala has been loaned 
from the Phantoms to Kärpät of the Finnish Liiga. ... Sean Couturier is 
looking forward to seeing the Maple Leafs’ Wayne Simmonds. Simmonds 
used to be a Flyer, and Couturier said he’s lucky to be his friend. 
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Former Flyer Donald Brashear hopes he can be a role model for kids and 
through hockey ‘help them stay out of trouble’ 

 

Sam Carchidi 

 

Donald Brashear, a former Flyers enforcer who spent 16 fight-filled 
seasons in the NHL and played more than 1,000 games, has endured a 
troubled childhood and bouts with drug abuse. 

Hockey helped him overcome the former problem. Rehab helped him win 
“a hard battle” with the latter. 

Known to friends as ”Brash,” the former left winger who played for the 
Flyers from 2001-06 will be in town to play in Monday’s Flyers alumni 
game at the Wells Fargo Center. He has volunteered to stay a couple of 
extra days and do a Nov. 17 clinic and question-and-answer session for 
50-60 boys and girls ages 11-15, members of the Ed Snider Youth 
Hockey Foundation. 

“I like to give back,” Brashear, 49, said Monday from his home in Quebec 
City, near where he fell in love with hockey and found a release at the 
rink when he was a youngster. 

The 4:30 p.m. clinic will be held at the Laura Sims Skate House in West 
Philadelphia. Brashear, who helped launch the Snider Foundation in 
2005, said it’s a way for him to give that predominantly Black community 
a Black hockey role model. Nearly 70% of the clinic’s participants will be 
African American, said a spokesman for the group. 

Brashear survived a childhood in which he was a victim of mental and 
physical abuse. He spent time in several foster homes, and said that 
since he overcame obstacles and made it to the NHL, he wants to show 
youngsters “it’s possible” for them to do so, too. 

“You don’t see as many pro Black hockey players,” he said. “I guess they 
have the tendency to think that maybe it’s not a sport for us. When I was 
a kid, I first thought I was going to play basketball or football or baseball. 
They were sports for Black players, if you know what I mean. I thought 
hockey was a sport for white people, but that changed along the way.” 

He is excited about working with the young hockey players next week. 

“It’s good for me to give back to the kids; everybody needs help,” said 
Brashear, who was born in Indiana and moved near Quebec City when 
he was about 4. “I had to fight through some tough stuff in life, so I know 
you always need help at some point.” 

Brashear struggled with cocaine use (and other drugs) and went through 
several rehab programs, some covered by the NHL Players’ Emergency 
Assistance Fund. He said he has been clean for a while. “I don’t count 
how long [it’s been]. I’m doing really good now,” he said. “It was a hard 
battle, but I came through. And by helping out kids in hockey, maybe I 
can help them stay out of trouble. Getting them interested in something is 
my way of giving back.” 
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Brashear, one of the most feared NHL players of his time and a man who 
racked up 2,634 career penalty minutes (15th all-time), said his battle 
against drugs “is always there, and it’s a constant fight, but obviously 
when life is better, it’s much easier.” 

Like Brashear, former Flyers right winger Wayne Simmonds has been a 
huge supporter of the foundation,Ed Snider Youth Hockey Foundation, 
and since he was traded in 2019, he has continued assisting the 
youngsters, said Scott Tharp, the foundation president. Simmonds and 
his Toronto Maple Leafs will face the Flyers on Wednesday at the Wells 
Fargo Center. 

“He was on our board when he was here, but obviously it’s impossible for 
him now to attend meetings,” Tharp said. “But since he was traded, he 
has come back and done things for us when we’ve asked. He’s still 
behind our mission and is one of those guys who makes himself 
available whenever he can. He’s really behind all the ‘Hockey is for 
Everyone’ initiatives and trying to give kids the opportunity who wouldn’t 
otherwise have a chance to play hockey.” 
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Ellis, Hayes push it, Brassard fined for his bop and more on Flyers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — With three days before their next game, the Flyers 
held a skills practice Sunday. 

Ryan Ellis and Kevin Hayes, both recovering from injuries, participated 
and then stayed on the ice for extra work with assistant coach Mike Yeo 
and skills coach Angelo Ricci. In total, they were on the ice for an hour. 

A skills practice is non-contact, but afterward, Hayes and Ellis exerted 
themselves fervently from a conditioning standpoint. Head of strength 
and conditioning Dan Warnke looked on as he tracked their fitness 
levels. 

Ellis is dealing with a nagging issue that could be to the hip/groin area. 
His original day-to-day status has lingered into the top-pair defenseman 
missing the club's last seven games. The Flyers have gone 4-2-1 in his 
absence. 

The Flyers are off Monday and practice Tuesday before welcoming 
Toronto. If Ellis practices Tuesday, it'll be a good sign for his chances of 
returning Wednesday. 

"You guys got a chance to see him out there pushing it," Yeo said 
Sunday. "That's by far the most that he's been able to do. And even just 
talking to him, he felt really good. Obviously the next step would be 
getting cleared medically and making sure that conditioning-wise and 
everything is back to where we need it to be. Certainly today was the 
most promising day, especially that I've seen, but for him to get the 
workload that he got in." 

Ellis was the prized acquisition of the Flyers' busy offseason on the heels 
of the team's disappointing 2020-21 campaign. In the Flyers' 2-0-1 start, 
Ellis recorded 24:09 minutes per game, four points (one goal, three 
assists) and a plus-3 rating. 

"For me, you want your defensemen to play in control — and he is 
always managing the game the right way," Yeo, who oversees the Flyers' 
defensemen and penalty kill, said. "Understanding when there's a time 
and a place where you need to make a skilled play, make a play to the 
middle of the ice, allow you to have a strong exit maybe with control. And 
there are other times where you just need to relieve pressure, you need 

to get a puck out. He consistently makes those reads over and over 
again. 

"The defensive poise that he has, both with and without the puck, 
whether you're up 1-nothing late in a game or early in the game or 
regardless of who you're playing against, he's a guy that brings that 
consistency every night. That's what makes him so solid." 

Hayes will be eligible to come off of long-term injured reserve 
Wednesday but appears unlikely to come back yet. The second-line 
center had his second type of abdominal surgery Sept. 21, two days 
before the start of training camp. He has not yet practiced fully with the 
club. 

"I'm hoping that soon he'll be cleared to have full practice with us and 
then it's a matter of is it four, five, six, seven full practices?" Flyers head 
coach Alain Vigneault said Wednesday. "I'm not quite sure." 

Vigneault was not available to the media Sunday. He does not take the 
ice for skills practices. 

Similar to Ellis, Hayes plays on the Flyers' penalty kill and power play 
units. 

"He's doing really well," Yeo said. "It's great to see him back. He adds so 
much to our group. For him to be with us on the road last trip, I thought 
that that was really important, both for him and for our group — even for 
the coaching staff. He's a guy that just makes it fun to come to the rink. 

"Now to see him getting closer to returning; guys have done an 
outstanding job stepping up in his place, but obviously when we get a 
player of that caliber back, what he's going to bring to our group — the 
locker room side of stuff and his play once on the ice is going to make us 
a much stronger team, as well. Very excited to see him getting closer and 
really excited to see him get into his first game." 

The Flyers are 6-2-2 through 10 games. 

"Guys are stepping up," Justin Braun said Sunday. "Those guys are 
world-class players, but I think everyone in their new roles has done a 
really good job. That's what you want to have. When it's a long season, 
guys are going to be in and out all year, that guys can step in and do a 
good job." 

Three absences 

Travis Konecny, Joel Farabee and Nick Seeler were not on the ice for 
Sunday's skills practice. 

Seeler was loaned to AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley. The move very well 
may be a paper transaction and the depth defenseman could be back at 
practice Tuesday. 

Konecny and Farabee were out for maintenance days. 

Brassard's bop 

Derick Brassard was fined $2,000 on Sunday for unsportsmanlike 
conduct in the Flyers' 2-1 win last night over the Capitals. 

From the Flyers' bench, Brassard bopped Washington forward Garnet 
Hathaway. The Flyers' center was whistled for interference. 

His $2,000 fine goes to the players' emergency assistance fund. 
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Binnington dazzles in 3-2 shootout win over Jets 

 

Jim Thomas  
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WINNIPEG, Manitoba — For as long as Jordan Binnington plays hockey, 
nothing may ever top his first period in Game 7 against Boston. He was 
awfully good in the third period of that Stanley Cup-clincher as well in 
2019. 

But on any list of top games played by the Blues’ goaltender, find a place 
for Tuesday’s 3-2 shootout victory over the Winnipeg Jets. 

“It’s definitely up there for sure,” said Jordan Kyrou, who assisted on the 
team’s first goal, and scored the second goal which led to overtime. 
“There’s a couple times where he’s on his stomach, or he was on his 
back. He just flung his arm up there. Got a stick on it or something. 

“Same thing in the shootout, he stopped all four of those.” 

That he did. In a game in which the Blues probably deserved to lose by 
three or four goals — they were outplayed that badly by the Jets — 
Binnington did more than stand on his head. He did everything but 
cartwheels, backflips, and snow angels, stopping 39 of 41 shots. And 
then, as Kyrou mentioned, all four attempts by the Jets in the shootout. 

(Ryan O’Reilly scored the Blues’ game-winner in the shootout.) 

Binnington’s theatrics were enough to make players and coaches who 
have been around the game all their lives shake their heads and wonder 
out loud: How did that happen? 

“Binner makes those unbelievable saves and you look at your teammate 
and you’re just like, ‘Wow. What a save,’” Kyrou said. 

“For me, tonight, he made effort saves,” coach Craig Berube said. “He 
out-competed the shooter on a lot of the plays. Just battling. He was 
excellent.” 

They don’t award the Vezina Trophy 11 games into a season. But if they 
did, Binnington would be a worthy candidate. As it was, Binnington 
helped the Blues steal two points. (Winnipeg police are still investigating 
the crime scene.) 

The Blues have been dominating on several occasions this season, 
particularly in getting off to a 5-0-0 start. Whatever the opposite of 
dominating is, that’s what they were for much of Tuesday’s contest at 
Canada Life Centre. It was as if they forgot how to play defense in the 
second period, when they were outshot 17-5. It was more of the same to 
start the third period. 

The Blues bumbled and fumbled their way into trouble continuously in the 
neutral zone, looking tentative and almost overwhelmed at times. 

“Second period I don’t think we possessed the puck at all,” said Pavel 
Buchnevich, who scored the first Blues’ goal of the night, and assisted on 
the second. “We probably had it in their zone like five, six times all 
period. It’s a tough period for us.” 

Suffice it to say, the coach noticed. And even with two points in his 
pocket and an 8-2-1 record for the season, he wasn’t happy about it. 

“We didn’t move the puck very well, just through the neutral zone,” 
Berube said. “That’s the biggest thing. A lot of times not predictable 
enough and not north enough. You gotta just advance things. Especially 
on the road, in the second period. You got tough line changes. You gotta 
just simplify it and be more predictable.” 

It’s easy enough to straighten out, Berube added, but there’s gotta be 
buy-in. 

“It’s not a pretty way to play sometimes, but it’s important on the road, 
especially in the second periods, that you play a simple game, chip 
game, get it in deep and you go to work,” he said. 

There were errant passes, over-passing, two players going for the puck 
one time, followed by nobody going for the puck — at least not right 
away. But with all that, as the third period started winding down, it was 
still just a one-goal game — 2-1 Winnipeg — thanks largely to the work 
of Binnington. 

So as bad as it looked, the Blues were right there. Pop one in 
somewhere along the line and all of a sudden the game’s there for the 
taking. 

“Yeah, definitely,” Kyrou said. “Any time you’re only down like one goal 
and even tied on the road, it’s a good thing. It’s not a bad thing. We’re 
right there like you said. Just wanted one goal and we got it. We did a 
good job in OT and the shootout, too.” 

Berube mixed up his lines over the course of the game, in part because 
Klim Kostin appeared to suffer a cut around his eye and had to leave the 
game early in the third period. In any event, Kyrou and Buchnevich 
clicked together. 

On the game-tying goal in the third period, Buchnevich carried the puck 
across the blue line, and despite being tightly checked, skated down left 
wing and flipped a net front pass to Kyrou for the score. 

“Buchy made a great play,” Kyrou said. “Got around the guy. I just kind of 
threw it to the net. I got a good stick on it.” 

It was Kyrou’s third goal of the season, but his first since scoring twice in 
Game 2 of the season in Arizona. 

In the Blues’ first overtime of the season, a 3-2 shootout loss to start the 
trip at Los Angeles, the Blues were outshot 8-0 in OT. This time, they 
outshot Winnipeg 9-1, but couldn’t crack goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who 
was pretty good himself Tuesday. 

In the shootout, Winnipeg’s Kyle Connor, Pierre-luc Dubois, Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler all failed to score. The same held for David 
Perron, Kyrou and Vladimir Tarasenko for the Blues. But O’Reilly, who 
missed on a couple of excellent scoring chances in regulation, scored for 
St. Louis in the fourth round to make it a 2-1-1 trip. 

“You’re in good shape if you get more than 50-percent points,” 
Buchnevich said. “It’s a good trip. This building is really loud and tough to 
play against, so happy to get the points. Long trip and want to go home.” 

And home they went a little while later. 
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Gordo: Golden Knights push NHL boundaries, just as '90s-era Blues did 

 

Jeff Gordon 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights want what the Blues have — and they don’t 
plan on waiting 50 years to get it. 

Team owner Bill Foley is chasing the Stanley Cup in a dead sprint. His 
passion is reminiscent of how Mike Shanahan and Jack Quinn once ran 
the Blues. 

Those two signed Scott Stevens as a free agent when free agency 
existed in name only. They doubled down by signing Brendan Shanahan, 
only to lose Stevens in the process. They hired coach Mike Keenan when 
he was still under contract to the New York Rangers. They even landed 
The Great One, Wayne Gretzky, for a playoff push. 

These days Foley is the NHL’s most zealous owner. The Golden Knights 
won the bidding for center Jack Eichel over Western Conference rivals 
like the Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche and Blues. 

“Jack can change the game in the blink of an eye,” Golden Knights 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo told reporters after the trade with Buffalo. 
“That’s an element you want on your team.” 

The Golden Knights took some risk while spending power forward Alex 
Tuch plus forward prospect Peyton Krebs, a first-round pick, and a draft 
pick downgrade (trading a No. 2 for a No. 3) for a player headed toward 
disc replacement surgery. 

The Buffalo Sabres wouldn’t let Eichel have that procedure, which has 
never been done on star hockey player. Eichel dug in and forced the 
Sabres to trade him to a team willing to let him choose that medical 
course. 

“There are certain players that we have aggressively gone after and tried 
to bring into our organization and Jack is one of those,” Golden Knights 
general manager Kelly McCrimmon said during a news conference. 

If Eichel recovers fully and regains his old form, the Golden Knights could 
become an even tougher out in the playoffs. 

“There are only a handful of guys in the world with game-breaking ability, 
when the game gets tight, that they can create something out of nothing,” 
Golden Knights coach Peter DeBoer told reporters. “There’s only a 
handful of guys that have that type of skill, and he is one of them.” 

Eichel always seemed destined for the Golden Knights because, A) they 
were especially weak down the middle, and B) they do whatever it takes 
to get whatever they want. 

Foley didn’t accept his expansion team status coming into the league. He 
refused to follow the traditional franchise-building blueprint. 

Rather than accumulate as many prospects and draft picks as possible 
during a long-haul buildup, the Golden Knights spent most of the future 
assets gained through the expansion draft to get immediate help. 

They wanted to win right away. Sure enough, they reached the Cup Final 
in their first season and they’ve kept pushing hard ever since. 

Even though they already had top-end winger Max Pacioretty, they 
added another one in Mark Stone. 

Even though Gerald Gallant coached the Golden Knights to 
unprecedented early success, the team replaced him with DeBoer when 
the team lost some momentum. 

Even though they already had Cup-proven goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury, they acquired netminder Robin Lehner. 

Even though they already possessed a strong defense, the Golden 
Knights wooed Pietrangelo from the Blues in free agency. 

This is exactly how the Blues operated back in the early 1990s. Fans 
saluted the franchise’s commitment to winning, even if Shanahan and 
Quinn’s frantic approach failed to produce deep playoff runs. 

At least they were trying hard, right? 

To get Pietrangelo under the salary cap, the Golden Knights had to give 
former Blues center Paul Stastny and his salary-cap hit to the Winnipeg 
Jets. Cap constraints forced them to give Fleury to the Blackhawks. 

When their weakness at center predictably caught up with them during 
last season’s playoffs, the Golden Knights zeroed in on Eichel. 

Along the way the Golden Knights have traded first-round picks in four 
straight years, emulating the live-for-today mentality of yesteryear Blues 
GM Ron Caron. 

And unless the Golden Knights pull a Kucherov — leaving Eichel on 
long-term injured reserve until the playoffs, when salary-cap restrictions 
evaporate — they might have to subtract other players to accommodate 
Eichel’s $10 million cap number. 

(The Tampa Bay Lightning exploited that loophole to win last season’s 
Cup. Nikita Kucherov extended his recovery from surgery into the 
postseason, allowing the Lightning to deploy a loaded roster way over 
the cap limit. Somewhere out there in the Great Beyond, Shanahan and 
Quinn nodded in approval.) 

The Golden Knights won’t worry about their potential salary cap crunch 
unless Eichel’s recovery forces them to. In the meantime, they will 
operate as ambitiously as always. 

Maybe it will work, maybe it won’t. But the rest of the league should heed 
these words from Foley in his June 13, 2018 letter to Golden Knights 
fans: 

“As I look forward I can assure each and every one of you that the entire 
Golden Knights hockey organization including myself is committed to 
improving next year and every year thereafter. We will never give up and 
never give in. The Knight always advances and never retreats.” 
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Blues notebook: Decision time near for Neighbours 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Jake Neighbours reached the rookie threshold 
Tuesday night at Canada Life Centre, playing his ninth game of the 
season. 

If he plays one more game at any point this season, the clock starts on 
his entry-level professional contract. In other words, the Blues lose a year 
in which they have control contract-wise, before Neighbours reaches free 
agency. 

“There’s been games where I really liked him,” coach Craig Berube said. 
“He’s done some real good things. A lot of the games — the score, the 
time of the game — just a lot of things play into how much ice time he 
got. It’s not easy if you don’t get a lot of ice time. We all know that.” 

After a strong training camp and preseason, that play carried into the 
start of the regular season for the 19-year-old. Neighbours had an assist 
in Game 2 of the season at Arizona, and then scored his first NHL goal in 
Game 4 against Los Angeles — the Blues’ home opener Oct. 23. 

Neighbours’ play has leveled off lately, as has been the case for the team 
as a whole. With the overall pace of play and game intensity picking up, 
the Blues have been involved in tighter games and Neighbours’ minutes 
have dropped. 

He was a healthy scratch in two games and hasn’t topped 10 minutes of 
ice time in a game since that home opener against the Kings. 

“But overall, he’s done really well,” Berube said “He’s a smart player like 
I’ve always said. He’s killed penalties for us in these games. He’s done a 
good job. He’s scored a goal. He’s around the puck all the time. He’s got 
a nose for the puck. 

“It’s gonna be a learning process for him, a kid that young coming into 
the league.” 

Berube obviously has input in what happens with Neighbours, but the 
final decision rests with general manager Doug Armstrong said. As a 
teenager, Neighbours is too young to be sent the American Hockey 
League. So it’s either the Blues, or back to junior hockey with the 
Edmonton Oil Kings of the Western Hockey League. 

“He’s very mature for his age,” veteran center Tyler Bozak said. “He does 
all the little things out there. All the tough stuff. Battles extremely hard 
and has a ton of skill on top of it, so he’s been fun to play with. He’s a 
great player; he’s gonna have a really long career. He’s gotten close to 
all of us so it’d be really fun if he stuck around.” 

The Blues’ next game, and potentially Neighbours’ 10th game, is 
Thursday at Enterprise Center against the Nashville Predators. 

What about Hofer? 

The last time the Blues played here, Feb. 1, 2020, and pre-COVID, the 
Jets and their fans saluted a hometown hero — Winnipeg native 
Alexander Steen of the Blues, who was playing his 1,000th NHL game. 
He was introduced by the PA announcer, and there was a video tribute 
midway through the first period. Steen received a standing ovation. 

There was another hometown hero wearing a Blues uniform Tuesday, 
backup goalie Joel Hofer. But there were no tributes or standing ovations 
for the 21-year-old Winnipeg native. Hofer, after all, has played only one 
NHL game, a 5-3 victory last Thursday in San Jose. 

Hofer may be heading back to the Springfield Thunderbirds of the 
American Hockey League soon. Berube said Ville Husso is ready to 
come off the COVID list and could begin skating Thursday. 

Hofer’s parents weren’t at the game, but several friends were in the 
stands Tuesday. 

Former Blue Paul Stastny, who’s off to a good start with the Jets (four 
goals, four assists), missed Tuesday’s game with a lower-body injury. 

Berube made one tweak to the Blues’ power play Tuesday, moving 
Brandon Saad up to the first unit, and sliding Pavel Buchnevich down to 
the second unit. 
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Game Day: It's been a while, but Blues are back in Canada 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — The last time the Blues had a hockey game 
here, Alexander Steen was still playing. And the arena had a different 
name. 

So yes, it’s been a while since the Blues played in Winnipeg — or 
anywhere in Canada, for that mater. 

Tuesday’s 7 p.m. puck drop at what is now known as the Canada Life 
Center marks the Blues' first game in Canada since Edmonton bubble 
hockey in August 2020. Remember that? 

Most Blues and Blues fans would like to forget that 2-6-1 experience that 
including an 0-2-1 record in round-robin play to determine playoff seeding 
and the 4 games to 2 series loss to the Vancouver Canucks. 

You have to go back pre-COVID for the last regular-season game in 
Canada for the Blues, right here in Winnipeg against the Jets on Feb. 1, 
2020 — a 5-2 Blues loss. The now-retired Steen happened to be playing 
his 1,000th career game that night in his hometown. 

With family and friends in the stands, the PA announcer introduced Steen 
midway through the opening period, a video tribute was shown on the 
scoreboard, and the fans at what was then called Bell MTS Place gave 
him a standing ovation. 

Tonight, the Winnipeg product on the Blues’ roster is backup goalie Joel 
Hofer. He won’t get a standing ovation, and his parents aren’t able to 
make the game — not a big deal since Jordan Binnington is in the net. 
But Hofer will have lots of friends in the stands. 

So it’s the first Blues regular-season game in Canada in 21 months. 

“Yeah, it’s been a minute,” said defenseman Colton Parayko, one of 15 
Canadians on the Blues roster. “We’re looking forward to it. Winnipeg’s a 
fun place to play. Smaller building, but loud. And they always play us 
hard. Good Central Division team.” 

Veteran center Tyler Bozak, from the neighboring province of 
Saskatchewan, will have some friendly faces in the stands. 

“My brother and his girlfriend,” Bozak said. “And my parents. So it’s 
exciting to have them back at games and also to be back in Canada. It’s 
been a while. ... So it’s always fun to come here and see the people that 
you don’t get to see as often anymore.” 

Here come the Jets 

Winnipeg (6-3-2) will be bolstered by the expected return of goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck (illness). Forward Mark Scheifele, who took a puck off 
the leg in Saturday’s 2-0 loss to the New York Islanders, is good to go as 
well. But former Blue Paul Stastny, who took a puck off his foot against 
the Islanders, will be out of the lineup. 

“They’re a dangerous team off the rush,” Blues defenseman Marco 
Scandella said. “We’re gonna have to limit their chances, get pucks 
deep. I feel like it’s gonna be a team game. We have to be responsible 
with the puck and try not to give them those transition chances. But we 
know they've got a lot of high-end skill.” 

The Jets are averaging 3.27 goals per game, led by Kyle Connor, who’s 
among the league scoring leaders with 16 points on eight goals and eight 
assists. They had an eight-game points streak (6-0-2) prior to the loss 
against the Islanders — the longest since the franchise relocated from 
Atlanta. 

“They can score goals; power play’s always been dangerous,” coach 
Craig Berube said. “So it’s important that we understand what we need to 
do when we’re out there in terms of checking and managing pucks. We 

gotta play our game. We gotta forecheck hard, we gotta attack the 
offensive zone and put pucks on net, get some goals against this team.” 
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Jordan Binnington might’ve played the best regular-season game of his 
career vs. Jets: ‘Definitely up there for sure’ 

 

By Jeremy Rutherford  

Nov 10, 2021 

  

He made glove saves. He made wraparound saves. He made saves 
without his stick. He made saves he had no business making. 

That might not have been the best game of Jordan Binnington’s NHL 
career Tuesday. He’s won a Stanley Cup, don’t forget. 

But in 130 regular-season starts, that might have been Binnington’s best 
collection of impromptu, do-whatever-it-takes, will-the-team-to-victory 
saves. 

On a night when the Blues made a 2 1/2-hour video supporting Torey 
Krug’s bid for induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame — they struggled 
again defensively with Krug on the COVID-19 protocol list — their 
starting goaltender stole them a win. 

Binnington made 39 stops through overtime, and then turned aside all 
four Winnipeg shootout attempts for a 3-2 win over the Jets. 

“I’m impressed,” Blues forward Pavel Buchnevich said. “He’s so good. If 
not him, the score will end up way worse.” 

Buchnevich scored the Blues’ first goal and assisted on Jordan Kyrou’s 
goal tying the score, 2-2, with 8:06 left in regulation. But as Buchnevich 
said, and Kyrou confirmed, the game never would’ve made it that far if 
not for Binnington. 

“Definitely would’ve lost the game, that’s for sure,” Kyrou said. “Binner 
was making unbelievable saves all game. The same thing with overtime 
and especially the shootout. He really won that for us.” 

Binnington went into Tuesday’s game with a record of 5-2-1 with a 2.52 
goals-against average and a .926 save percentage. 

So, pretty good. 

However, the Blues were coming off a 4-1 loss to Anaheim two days 
earlier, in which Binnington gave up three goals on 26 shots. And they 
would be facing a Winnipeg offense with Kyle Connor, who came into the 
night among the top five in the NHL in goals (eight) and points (16). 

Just 1:20 into the game, though, Binnington showed the Jets what kind of 
night it might be with a glove save on Blake Wheeler. Both Blues 
defensemen were caught behind the net on the play, allowing Wheeler a 
wide-open look. 

The Blues got the power-play goal from Buchnevich late in the first period 
for a 1-0 lead. But as the second period began, it looked as though 
Buchnevich’s third tally of the season would hardly be enough. 

Winnipeg had the first nine shots of the second period and would 
outshoot the Blues 17-5 in the period, including an 8-1 advantage in high-
danger attempts. 

The Blues’ defense, which played its second game without Krug, was in 
disarray. 

“We didn’t manage the puck properly,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. 
“That’s the biggest thing. A lot of times, not predictable enough and not 
north enough. We’ve got to just advance things, especially on the road in 
the second period. We’ve just got to simplify and be more predictable.” 

What was predictable was Binnington. He had an answer for everything, 
including Mark Scheifele’s wraparound attempt about 4 1/2 minutes into 
the period. 

That save kept the Blues ahead 1-0, which kept his club’s shoulders from 
slumping. 

When asked if the players were talking about Binnington’s big saves 
during the game, Kyrou said, “all the time.” 

“You look at your teammate and you’re like, ‘Wow, what a save! Way to 
keep us in the game! That’s a huge save!'” Kyrou said. “There were a 
couple of times when he was on his stomach or he was on his back and 
he just flung his arm up there, got a stick on it, or something, and made 
an unbelievable save.” 

The Jets did get one goal on their 17 shots in the second period, but 
Binnington had no chance. Neal Pionk’s attempt was headed wide, but 
went off Blues defenseman Marco Scandella and slipped in for a 1-1 
score. 

But then Binnington got right back to being himself, making a save late in 
the second period in which he wasn’t even holding his stick. 

He was laying on his back in snow-angel formation, hoping to get a 
stoppage, but the puck popped out and play continued. As Wheeler went 
around the back of the net and fed a pass to Scheifele in front, a stick-
less Binnington rose to his feet and lunged to the other side of the net, 
and then reached back from where he just came to make a brilliant 
blocker save. 

If it wasn’t already evident that Binnington was locked in and looking for 
the win, it was then. 

“I don’t ever think he’s not locked in, to be honest with you,” Berube said. 
“He’s always an active goalie, in my opinion, playing pucks and things 
like that. For me, tonight, he made ‘effort’ saves … is what I call it. He 
outcompeted the shooter on a lot of plays just battling.” 

The Jets got the go-ahead goal in the third period, but again, Binnington 
didn’t have much of a chance. With the Blues’ third defensive pairing on 
the ice, Connor was left alone in front and netted his ninth of the season 
for a 2-1 lead. 

“You’re not going to have games where it’s perfect and it’s going your 
way,” Berube said. “There’s times that you’re outplayed and the other 
team is better. But you still can hang in there and find ways to win.” 

With 17 more saves from Binnington in the third period, they did. About 5 
1/2 minutes after Connor’s goal, Buchnevich and Kyrou hooked up and 
tied it. 

“We all know what Binner is capable of, and he always brings it,” Kyrou 
said. “We were right there, just wanted one goal, and we got it.” 

The Blues outshot Winnipeg 9-1 during the five-minute overtime period, 
and while they didn’t score, the extra pressure on Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck and the limited action for Binnington might have given him a 
slight edge in the shootout. 

Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly scored on Hellebuyck in Round 4, and 
Binnington denied Wheeler, going 4-for-4 on shootout saves. 

That was the difference between a 1-1-2 road trip and a 2-1-1 trip. 

“It was a good trip,” Berube said. “Anytime you can be .500 or above on 
the road … we let that point slip away in LA, but overall, it was a good 
trip.” 

The Blues might have let that one slip away, but in giving Binnington the 
next night off in San Jose, where rookie backup Joel Hofer picked up the 
win, the little extra rest might’ve made Binnington more fresh for 
Tuesday. 

He responded with a performance that might have been the best regular-
season game of his career. 

“It was definitely up there for sure,” Kyrou said. 

“Uh, it’s close,” Berube said. “He came up big for us. He won us a game 
tonight.” 
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Golden Knights report: New player gets packed schedule 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 

Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Nicolas Hague (14) and Vegas 
Golden Knights left wing William C ... 

Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Nicolas Hague (14) and Vegas 
Golden Knights left wing William Carrier (28) celebrate a first period goal 
during an NHL hockey game against the Seattle Kraken on Tuesday, 
Nov. 9, 2021, at T-Mobile Arena, in Las Vegas. (Benjamin Hager/Las 
Vegas Review-Journal) @benjaminhphoto 

Golden Knights vs. Kraken 

At a glance 

Knights win 4-2 

RJ’s three stars 

3. Knights right wing Evgenii Dadonov — He scored his third goal of the 
season to tie the game late in the second period. His line finished plus-
two. 

2. Knights defenseman Alex Pietrangelo — He scored in the first period 
for his third goal in four games. He also picked up an assist, giving him 
seven points in his past six games. 

1. Knights defenseman Shea Theodore — He assisted on Dadonov’s 
game-tying goal and right wing Reilly Smith’s game-winner. It was his 
second multipoint game of the season. 

Key play 

Dadonov’s game-tying second-period goal. 

The Kraken took a 2-1 lead with 30.7 seconds left after a quick shot from 
center Yanni Gourde. A pretty even period looked as if it was going to tilt 
Seattle’s way. 

The Knights had an immediate response. Theodore threw the puck at the 
net, and goaltender Chris Driedger couldn’t corral it. Left wing William 
Carrier kicked it across the crease to Dadonov, who tipped it in off his 
backhand to tie the game. 

16 seconds is all it took for Dadonov to even things up for the 
@GoldenKnights.   pic.twitter.com/8olx0gVWVI 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) November 10, 2021 

The goal came 14.8 seconds after Gourde’s. The Knights erased what 
looked like a surefire intermission deficit and went into the locker room 
tied. They came out flying in the third period and took the lead 30 
seconds in. 

Key stat 

87.1 — Seattle’s team save percentage entering Tuesday’s game, which 
ranked last in the NHL. 

In his first start of the season, Driedger did little to inspire confidence he 
can turn that around. He stopped 19 of 23 shots. The first two goals were 
preventable. Pietrangelo’s went off Driedger’s glove and into the net. And 
Driedger had a chance to stop Dadonov’s before it even began by 
squeezing Theodore’s shot and freezing the puck. 

Eichel appears 

Center Jack Eichel attended his first game at T-Mobile Arena as a 
Knight. 

Eichel was traded from the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday and arrived in 
Las Vegas on Sunday. He’s had a packed itinerary. On Monday, he met 
coach Pete DeBoer, had his first news conference, attended a ball 
hockey clinic and hung out with goaltender Robin Lehner. On Tuesday, 
he welcomed fans on T-Mobile Arena’s video board, cranked the rally 

siren before puck drop and appeared on the ESPN+ broadcast during the 
game. 

They are back  . Vegas get ready   @Cosmopolitan_LV @eatSTK 
fuel for the game tomorrow. #chickenwings pic.twitter.com/xjQUW8IH96 

— Robin Lehner (@RobinLehner) November 9, 2021 

Eichel will leave Las Vegas before Friday to have surgery to fix a 
herniated disk in his neck. He’s expected to be ready to play in three to 
five months. 

“Very interesting guy,” DeBoer said. “He was really impressive. For me, 
really optimistic about how he’s going to come back, when he’s going to 
come back and how motivated he’s going to be when he gets there.” 

Knights’ next 10 

Vs. Minnesota, 7 p.m. Thursday 

Vs. Vancouver, 7 p.m. Saturday 

Vs. Carolina, 7 p.m. Tuesday 

Vs. Detroit, 7 p.m. Nov. 18 

Vs. Columbus, 7 p.m. Nov. 20 

At St. Louis, 5 p.m. Nov. 22 

At Nashville, 5 p.m. Nov. 24 

Vs. Edmonton, 4 p.m. Nov. 27 

At Anaheim, 7 p.m. Dec. 1 

At Arizona, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 3 
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Golden Knights open homestand with victory over Kraken 

 

By David Schoen 

 

In order to watch the Golden Knights’ game Tuesday, a subscription to a 
streaming service was required, leaving many fans in the dark. 

Those who were able to see it were treated to a weird one. 

On a night of bizarre penalties and long lulls with little action, the Knights 
flipped the switch late in the second period and early in the third for a 4-2 
victory over the Seattle Kraken in front of an announced crowd of 18,246 
at T-Mobile Arena. 

Reilly Smith scored twice in the first 1:16 of the third period to help the 
Knights open their six-game homestand with their second victory over the 
expansion club. 

“We changed a few things in our system, and it’s going to take time to 
adjust, it’s all new for us and now we’re starting to get it,” defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo said. “It’s becoming second nature for us. You’re 
starting to see what we want to do throughout games playing those 
systems.” 

Evgenii Dadonov backhanded in a loose puck with 15.9 seconds 
remaining in the second period to tie the score 2-2. The goal came 15 
seconds after Yanni Gourde put the Kraken ahead and was the first of 
three straight shots to get past Seattle goalie Chris Driedger. 

Smith put the Knights ahead 30 seconds into the third period when he 
deflected Shea Theodore’s shot from the point, though Smith claimed the 
goal belonged to the defenseman. 

“I think that’s Shea’s,” Smith said. “But if he doesn’t want it, I’ll take it.” 
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Pietrangelo capped a late surge in the first period when his wrist shot tied 
the score at 1 with 25.8 seconds left in the period. 

Pietrangelo had a goal and an assist. Theodore, Jonathan Marchessault 
and William Carrier added two assists apiece to help the Knights (7-6) 
climb back over .500 with their sixth win in the past eight games. 

Forward Paul Cotter made his NHL debut for the Knights a week before 
his 22nd birthday. 

Here are three takeaways from the game: 

1. Goaltending the difference 

Robin Lehner made 25 saves to win his third straight decision and 
outplayed Driedger, who gave up two soft goals in his first start of the 
season. 

Pietrangelo’s shot from long distance was mishandled by Driedger for the 
Knights’ first goal, and he appeared to whiff on Theodore’s shot for the 
third goal, though it was later credited to Smith. 

Lehner scrambled to keep out Morgan Geekie’s spinning effort with less 
than five minutes left in the second period and has allowed two or fewer 
goals in five of his past seven starts. 

During that stretch, he has a .930 save percentage with a 2.27 goals-
against average. 

“We have a lot of belief in our group in our depth, in our system,” Lehner 
said. “It’s slowly getting there. We’re fighting hard right now just to stay in 
games, getting points. We have some key players come back, but I think 
everyone’s stepping up and we’re working really hard to stay in the race.” 

2. Wake-up call 

The Knights got off to a listless start in the dreaded first game back after 
a long trip. It took a heavy hit dished out by defenseman Brayden 
McNabb to snap them out of their funk. 

McNabb leveled Kraken forward Brandon Tanev with a hip check near 
the Knights’ blue line with 6:31 remaining in the first period. The impact 
sent both players airborne before crashing to the ice. 

After being outplayed for most of the first period, the Knights outshot 
Seattle 8-1 following McNabb’s hit. 

“We were listless,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “You always know the first 
game back after a long trip there’s always an issue there. I thought 
(McNabb) kind of got the group’s attention that he wasn’t going to just 
quietly watch this game go by. He was going to get us involved, and he 
did that.” 

3. Unexpected goals 

The matchup featured the NHL’s two worst power plays, and both teams 
converted. 

The Kraken took advantage when Chandler Stephenson was sent off for 
grabbing Gourde’s visor during a scrum after the whistle in the first 
period. 

Jordan Eberle was left alone at the back post and backhanded in a 
rebound for his team-leading seventh goal. Seattle finished 1-for-4 on the 
power play and ranks last in the league at 9.5 percent. 

The Knights broke through in the third period when Smith tapped in 
Marchessault’s pass at the end of a well-executed sequence for a 4-2 
lead and his first goal since Oct. 29. 

The Knights went 1-for-2 with the man advantage and moved up to 28th 
in the league (11.5 percent). 

“Being able to tie up the special teams battle was big for us because 
we’ve been losing that a lot,” Smith said. 
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Golden Knights-Kraken game won’t air on TV network 

 

By David Schoen Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 

Golden Knights right wing Keegan Kolesar (55) and Kraken defenseman 
Jamie Oleksiak (24) compete ... 

Golden Knights right wing Keegan Kolesar (55) and Kraken defenseman 
Jamie Oleksiak (24) compete for the puck in the third period during an 
NHL hockey game on Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, at T-Mobile Arena, in Las 
Vegas. (Ellen Schmidt/Las Vegas Review-Journal) @ellenschmidttt 

If you’re searching the channel listings on your TV for the Golden Knights 
game, don’t bother. 

Tuesday’s game between the Knights and the expansion Seattle Kraken 
is not airing on AT&T SportsNet Rocky Mountain or any other channel, 
for that matter. 

It’s being shown exclusively on the ESPN+ streaming service and Hulu 
and requires a subscription to watch.  

This is one of four regular-season games the Knights will appear on 
ESPN+ and Hulu rather than a TV network. 

The next time it happens is Dec. 3 when the Knights are at Arizona, and 
games against Buffalo (Feb. 1) and Florida (March 17) also will be 
available only on the streaming service. 

ESPN+ is available on a computer, smart TVs, Xbox consoles, phones, 
tablets and more platforms with a subscription. NHL games are shown 
each Tuesday throughout the regular season in addition to an exclusive 
national game every Friday until January. 

ESPN+ replaced the NHL.tv subscription service and will stream more 
than 1,000 out-of-market games. Local blackouts are in effect. 

The cost is $6.99 per month or $69.99 for a full year and is also available 
in the Disney streaming bundle. 

Beginning this season, ESPN is one of two national broadcasters of the 
NHL, along with TNT. Those networks replaced NBC as the league’s 
home on TV. 
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Mark Stone skates with Golden Knights for 1st time since injury 

 

By Ben Gotz 

 

The Golden Knights received a welcome sight before their morning skate 
began Tuesday. 

Captain Mark Stone opened the doors in the corner of the team’s 
practice rink at City National Arena and joined his teammates. It was the 
first time he has skated with the Knights since getting injured in the 
second game of the season Oct. 14. 

Mark Stone just came off a side rink to join the Knights morning skate. 

Nolan Patrick is not out here, or any other injured players. 
pic.twitter.com/hL9T7hPcHH 

— Ben Gotz (@BenSGotz) November 9, 2021 

Coach Pete DeBoer said the 29-year-old right wing “is not close to 
playing yet, but it’s a great first step.” 

“The finish line is still a ways out, but it’s a boost for us coming off the 
road with some of the things we’ve dealt with just to see some of these 
guys around and looking better than when we left,” DeBoer said. 
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Stone suffered an undisclosed injury in the second period of a 6-2 loss to 
the Los Angeles Kings and hasn’t appeared since. He did skate on his 
own Oct. 29 at City National Arena.  

Stone was the Knights’ leading scorer last season with 61 points in 55 
games and is considered one of the NHL’s best two-way forwards. He’s 
one of five Knights on injured reserve, along with centers Jack Eichel and 
Nolan Patrick, left wing Max Pacioretty and defenseman Zach 
Whitecloud. Center William Karlsson is also injured after breaking his foot 
Oct. 29 against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Stone was the first to start skating with the Knights again. 

“He’s our leader, he’s our guy,” defenseman Dylan Coghlan said. 
“Anytime he comes back from an injury that long, it’s nice to see. It kind 
of gives you a little extra jump on the ice and a little bit more excitement.” 

DeBoer said Patrick, who has missed the past eight games with an 
upper-body injury, is skating on his own, but he doesn’t know when he 
will be ready to play. 

Cotter hops in 

Paul Cotter’s mother found out he was making his NHL debut before he 
did. 

The left wing walked into the City National Arena locker room Tuesday 
morning, saw the whiteboard and texted his mom to let her know he 
would be in the lineup against the Seattle Kraken. But Knights director of 
hockey administration Katy Boettinger had already told her so she and 
Cotter’s father, brother and sister could make it to T-Mobile Arena for the 
game. 

Cotter, 21, is the fifth player on the team to make his NHL debut this 
season, along with left wing Pavel Dorofeyev, center Jake Leschyshyn, 
right wing Jonas Rondbjerg and defenseman Daniil Miromanov. The 
2018 fourth-round pick had two goals in eight games with the Silver 
Knights. 

Cotter took an unusual route to the NHL, as he has played American 
junior hockey, American college hockey, Canadian junior hockey and in 
the American Hockey League. 

“It’s a very unorthodox path,” Cotter said. “I wouldn’t change it. I’ve been 
in a lot of cities, a lot of different places, a lot of coaches. I have a lot of 
buddies because of that. It’s been weird, but it’s been good for me 
basically moving up a level each year.” 

ESPN+/Hulu games 

Tuesday’s game against the Kraken was the first of four available 
exclusively on the streaming services ESPN+ and Hulu this season. 

The remaining games are Dec. 3 at Arizona, Feb. 1 vs. Buffalo and 
March 17 vs. Florida. They’re part of the NHL’s national TV contract with 
ESPN that started this season. 
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Live coverage: Golden Knights strike quickly in third to sink Kraken 

 

By Justin Emerson (contact) 

 

It took the Golden Knights awhile to get going Tuesday night but once 
they did, they filled the Seattle net with relative ease. 

Vegas scored on three consecutive shots on goal and 1:32 of game time 
spanning the end of the second period and start of the third, using the 
stretch the pull away from the Kraken and win 4-2 at T-Mobile Arena. 

Vegas conceded the first goal, tied it, then gave up a second with 31 
seconds to go in the second period. Instead of taking a deficit into the 
second intermission, the Golden Knights responded with an Evgenii 

Dadonov tally 15 seconds later to open the floodgates on the start of an 
eventful third period. 

Vegas scored 30 seconds into the second period on a Shea Theodore 
wrister, then again at 1:16 of the period on a Reilly Smith power-play 
goal. It was the first lead of the night for the Golden Knights and they 
didn't look back. The rest of the third period resembled the slow burn that 
was the second, but when you have the lead you'll happily take it. 

Seattle had a chance to fight back, pulling its goalie with four minutes to 
go and gaining a 6-on-4 power play with just over a minute left, but the 
Kraken were unable to find one goal, much less the two they needed.  

Jordan Eberle opened the scoring for Seattle 4:49 after the initial puck 
drop, and Alex Pietrangelo tied the game up with 30 seconds to go in the 
first. Pietrangelo and Theodore each finished with a goal and an assist, 
and William Carrier and Jonathan Marchessault each had a pair of 
assists. 

The victory was Vegas' third at home this season and second against the 
Kraken, matching their 4-3 win on opening night. 

Seattle finished with a 27-23 edge in shots on goal. 

Late second-period goals have Golden Knights tied with Kraken 

Through 19 minutes and 29 seconds of the second period went by with 
much of anything, then both teams scored to ensure the frame would not 
be forgotten. First it was Seattle, then Vegas 15 seconds later, and the 
sides ended the second period in a 2-2 draw at T-Mobile Arena on 
Tuesday. 

Most of the period was a defensive slog. Neither team could generate 
offense, and even as Seattle racked up a sizeable advantage in quantity 
of shots, the quality wasn't there for either side until the period was 
almost over. 

Yanni Gourde opened the scoring in the frame from in close. Brandon 
Tanev won a race to the puck in the corner and fed Gourde in the slot, 
who whipped the puck into the net with 31 seconds to go. It looked like 
Seattle was going to take a lead into the third period. 

Instead, Vegas found its sea legs. Seattle goalie Chris Driedger couldn't 
corral the initial Golden Knights shot, and when the puck squirted out to 
Evgenii Dadonov to the right of the crease, he buried it for this third of the 
season, and first at 5-on-5 his season. His other two came against an 
empty net and in 3-on-3 overtime. 

The Golden Knights had just five shots in the second compared to 
Seattle's 10, but the scored was even. 

Golden Knights, Kraken tied after first period 

The first period certainly wasn't the best the Golden Knights have had, 
but it's hard to argue with a tied score. 

Vegas chased the puck around much of the period, conceding an early 
goal to the Seattle Kraken but getting one back in the final minute, 
sending Tuesday's game to the first intermission in a 1-1 tie at T-Mobile 
Arena. 

Tonight's game featured the 32nd-ranked Seattle power play (7.9%) 
against the 31st-ranked Vegas power play (8.3%) so of course the 
scoring opened on the man advantage. Chandler Stephenson was 
booked for unsportsmanlike conduct for grabbing a visor in a scrum and 
the Kraken went to work. 

Marcus Johansson had the first shot, and the rebound kicked out to 
Jordan Eberle, who was there to back-hand it home and give Seattle a 1-
0 lead at 4:49 of the first. 

The Golden Knights' highlight-reel moment of the period came with about 
six minutes left when Brayden McNabb lined up Seattle forward Brandon 
Tanev. Entering the zone and dumping the puck, Tanev couldn't get out 
of the way of McNabb, who flattened with him one of the biggest hits of 
the season. 

Seattle controlled much of the frame, as the Golden Knights sat stuck on 
four shots on goal for awhile before ramping up the pressure late. But in 
the classic hockey way of "get pucks to the net," Vegas managed to 
sneak one through in the final seconds. 
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It wasn't a dangerous chance, a seemingly harmless wrister fired from 
the point by Alex Pietrangelo went untouched to the net and goalie Chris 
Driedger whiffed on it. He got a piece of it, but it caught him just above 
the shoulder and trickled into the net to tie the game with 26 seconds left. 

Vegas finished with an 11-7 edge in shots on goal in the first. 

Paul Cotter to make NHL debut as Golden Knights host Kraken 

When the Vegas Golden Knights' Paul Cotter saw his name on the lineup 
card this morning for the first time in his NHL career, he excitedly rushed 
to call his parents and give them the news. There was just one problem. 

"I guess parents find out before the players nowadays," he said with a 
smirk. 

Cotter will make his league debut tonight, becoming the fifth Golden 
Knight to play his first game this season. A 21-year-old forward, Cotter 
will look to make his impact on an injury-depleted Vegas squad when the 
team hosts the Seattle Kraken at 7 p.m. at T-Mobile Arena. 

The game will be streamed exclusively on ESPN+/Hulu with no local 
blackout. It will not be televised. 

"I'm going to try and treat it like every other day, but in the back of my 
head, it's always going to be my first NHL game," Cotter said. "I don't 
know if there's too much preparing to do. I've been in the organization; I 
know the system; I know the coaches, so I think it's more of what I'm 
expected to do." 

That Cotter is the fifth rookie to play his first game is a statement on 
where the Golden Knights are as a team. They've been decimated by 
injuries, as key forwards Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, William Karlsson 
and the newly acquired Jack Eichel are all out long-term. Only nine 
players have appeared in every game this season. 

Naturally, the Golden Knights aren't where they want to be in the 
standings. They're 6-6-0, out of a playoff spot for now and have yet to 
reach even two games above .500 this season. But they're not out of the 
race, a testament to finding ways to win games and stay relevant in the 
postseason hunt while some of their best players heal. 

"It's nice to be able to see them (but) if I had my preference, I think I'd 
rather see them in a different situation or one a month," coach Pete 
DeBoer said of the young players debuting. "We are keeping our head 
above water so far." 

Now is a good time for the Golden Knights to make a push. Tonight, they 
welcome the last-place Kraken, who have just one road victory in seven 
tries this season and lost in Vegas on opening night last month. It's also a 
battle of struggling power plays: Seattle has the worst-ranked unit with a 
7.9% success rate, and Vegas is the next-worst at 8.3%. 

It's the start of a six-game homestand for the Golden Knights, tied for 
their longest of the season. They just finished a two-win, two-loss road 
trip and are looking to surge in the Pacific Division with a couple of 
victories at T-Mobile Arena this week and next. 

"We talked about that. We're not happy being around .500," DeBoer said. 
"We want to separate ourselves from the group here a little bit. We don't 
want to be happy just winning one, losing one." 

TV: Streaming exclusively on ESPN+/Hulu 

Radio: Fox Sports 1340 AM and 98.9 FM 

Betting line: Golden Knights minus-125, Kraken plus-105; over/under: 5.5 
(EVEN, minus-120) 

Golden Knights (6-6-0, 12 points; 6th place, Pacific Division) 

Coach: Pete DeBoer (third season) 

Points leaders: Chandler Stephenson (12) 

Goals leader: Jonathan Marchessault (6) 

Assists leader: Chandler Stephenson (7) 

Expected goalie: Robin Lehner (2.79 GAA, .919 save percentage) 

Kraken (4-7-1, 9 points; 8th place, Pacific Division) 

Coach: Dave Hakstol (first season) 

Points leader: Jordan Eberle (8) 

Goals leaders: Jordan Eberle, Brandon Tanev (6) 

Assists leaders: Jaden Schwartz, Alex Wennberg (6) 

Expected goalie: Chris Driedger (1.92 GAA, .857 save percentage) 

Golden Knights projected lineup 

Forwards 

Jonathan Marchessault—Nicolas Roy—Reilly Smith 

William Carrier—Chandler Stephenson—Evgenii Dadonov 

Mattias Janmark—Jake Leschyshyn—Keegan Kolesar 

Paul Cotter—Brett Howden—Jonas Rondbjerg 

Defensemen 

Nicolas Hague—Alex Pietrangelo 

Alec Martinez—Shea Theodore 

Brayden McNabb—Dylan Coghlan 

Goalies 

Robin Lehner, Laurent Brossoit 
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Golden Knights Use Third Period To Beat Seattle, 4-2, Tuesday; Eichel 
Makes Appearance To Crank Siren To Start Game 

 

 Story by Alan Snel                                     Photos by J. Tyge O’Donnell 

 

Just the facts: Vegas Golden Knights 4 Seattle Kraken 2 

VGK goal scorers: Alex Pietrangelo, Evgenii Dadonov, Shea Theodore, 
Reilly Smith 

Attendance: Knights say it’s 18,246 

Golden Knights record: 7-6 

Quote: “We were listless” (in first part of first game back after road trip) — 
Golden Knights coach Pete DeBoer 

After two periods, it was the Golden Knights and Seattle Kraken, tied at 
two, after second periods goals by the Kraken’s Yanni Gourde and the 
Knights’ Evgenii Dadonov. Both scored late in the middle stanza. 

Golden Knights highlights: Newly-acquired Golden Knights player Jack 
Eichel — he of the herniated disc in the neck who is bound for Denver for 
disc replacement surgery Friday — cranked the siren to start the game.] 

Original Misfit Brayden McNabb lined up Seattle’s Brandon Tanev and 
leveled the Kraken player in the first period. 

And VGK defenseman Alex Pietrangelo scored his third of the season 
with only 26 seconds left in period one on a soft shot that Kraken goalie 
Chris Driedger probably should have gloved. 

Our non-mask-complying attendants of the games are this pair — Golden 
Knights executives George McPhee, president of hockey operations, and 
Kelly McCrimmon, the general manager. 

Unlike the Las Vegas Raiders and the UNLV basketball team, which both 
require proof of vaccination from fans to attend games, the Golden 
Knights request their fans to wear face masks to comply with the 
state/local indoor mask mandate. 
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Many fans do not comply and McPhee and McCrimmon do not, as well, 
as you can see in this photo. 

It’s not exactly exquisite hockey played out there in the first two periods. 
After managing 11 shots on goal in the first period, the Knights could add 
only five in the second period. 

Both teams were mucking it up out there. The game had the feel of a 
preseason affair and with the Golden Knights coping with so many 
injuries, their lineup resembled an exhibition game squad. 

The Golden Knights opened the third period with two quick goals — one 
by defenseman Shea Theodore and a power play goal by Reilly Smith. 

The VGK led the Kraken, 4-2, in the final period. 

DeBoer: “We’ve committed to defending hard, we’ve got great 
goaltending, some timely goals and we’ve found a way to win some 
games.” 

And that was the final: Knights 4 Kraken 2 

Final quote of the night from Theodore: “We’ve had a lot of guys step up 
and play key minutes for us. It comes down to being a collective effort 
from everyone. Nobody has to do it by themselves.” 
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Golden Knights Takeaways: The Fortress Fuels VGK to VictoryPublished 
3 hours ago on November 9, 2021 

 

By Owen Krepps T-Mobile Arena NHL Vegas Golden Knights 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights showed the Seattle Kraken what a proper 
NHL expansion team looked like on Tuesday night as they won 4-2. The 
Golden Knights got a powerplay goal, some nice production from some 
depth players, and two goals from defenseman, all in front of Jack Eichel 
and a home audience at the Fortress. You absolutely love to see it. 

The Golden Knights continue to be ravaged with injuries but things are 
starting to get better for the team slowly but surely. Both Mark Stone and 
Nolan Patrick practiced Tuesday, and Eichel will have his surgery Friday. 

But the framework of the team needs to be ready for when these players 
come back. The team cannot sink to the bottom of the Pacific Division 
Standings waiting for the arrival of their star players. Luckily for the 
Golden Knights, this framework showed up Tuesday night. 

JACK EICHEL IN THE FORTRESS!!! #VegasBorn 
pic.twitter.com/0vQrMsBod6 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) November 10, 2021 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS TAKEAWAYS VS SEATTLE KRAKEN 

The Depth is Starting to Step Up 

Paul Cotter made his NHL debut Tuesday night, and despite some 
nerves, did not fall in his pregame rookie lap. While he was not the most 
noticeable player on the ice by any means, the line of Cotter, Brett 
Howden, and Jonas Rondbjerg provided some good offensive pressure 
for the Golden Knights. 

Depth scoring is something we have seen little of this season for the 
Golden Knights. Championship caliber teams need depth scoring to go 
far in the playoffs. While it may be too early to tell, Cotter has made a 
case for himself as a regular in the Golden Knights lineup.  

On top of this William Carrier had two assists on the night and Evgenii 
Dadonov scored. 

The Offense from the Defense Continues 

Again, with the Golden Knight’s injury concerns, they have had to look 
elsewhere to fill the scoring void that players like Mark Stone, Max 

Pacioretty, and William Karlsson left. Alex Pietrangelo and Shea 
Theodore have stepped up and are now on fire for the Golden Knights.  

After a rough start to the season, Pietrangelo now has five points in his 
last five games and is leading the Golden Knights both on and off the ice. 
Shea Theodore, who scored Tuesday is riding a three-game point streak. 
Both defenders have been crucial to the Golden Knights offense at both 
five-on-five and on the powerplay, which is slowly improving for the 
Golden Knights. 

The Fortress is Rocking 

I have been the beat writer for the Vegas Golden Knights for about a 
week now and have been covering the team remotely to start. Watching 
things like the pregame intro, the fan chants, and Jack Eichel pumping up 
the crowd gets me super excited to cover the Golden Knights live at T-
Mobile Arena.  

It was clear that the Golden Knights fed off of that energy tonight and 
used it to fuel their victory after coming off of a four-game road trip. 

I am sure many of you have your own stories and memories with T-
Mobile Arena and I cannot wait to attend my first Golden Knights game 
there soon. The atmosphere is unmatched. 
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Fortress Rocking, Offense From the Defense; Golden Knights Win 4-
2Published 4 hours ago on November 9, 2021 

 

By Owen Krepps Shea Theodore Vegas Golden Knights defenseman 

 

Three goals in just over a minute and a half of game time propelled the 
Vegas Golden Knights (7-6) to a 4-2 win over the Seattle Kraken (4-8-1) 
Tuesday night. Jack Eichel was in the building, Paul Cotter made his 
NHL debut, and the Golden Knights powerplay scored again. 

After yet another spectacular pregame intro that featured a Golden 
Knight fighting off a Kraken that broke through the ice at T-Mobile Arena 
the battle of the recent NHL expansion teams commenced. 

The Golden Knights took two unusual penalties in this game. Chandler 
Stephenson was called for an unsportsmanlike penalty after grabbing a 
Kraken player’s helmet. The Kraken took advantage as Jordan Eberle 
scored his seventh goal in seven games after a nice setup from Marcus 
Johansson.  

The second strange penalty came in the second period as Nicolas Roy 
took a faceoff violation penalty. However, the Kraken were unable to 
score on this powerplay chance. 

After a bone-crushing hit from Brayden McNabb and some good work by 
the Golden Knights depth forwards, the team found its footing in the first 
period. The trend of getting offense from the defense continued with Alex 
Pietrangelo scoring the first goal of the game for VGK with a shot from 
the point. 

The Golden Knights struggled to continue their offensive upkeep in the 
second period as they went a stretch of thirteen minutes without 
registering a shot. Robin Lehner once more continued to stand on his 
head for the Golden Knights as he finished the game with _ saves. He 
made an incredible save on Morgan Geekie as well. 

The Kraken broke free late in the period with Brandon Tanev setting up a 
pass to Yanni Gourde who buried home the go-ahead goal for the 
Kraken making it 2-1. 

The Golden Knights immediately turned things around though as they 
would go on to score three consecutive goals over the span of two 
periods. The first of which came from Evgenii Dadonov who scored 
sixteen seconds after Gourde’s goal. 
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Thirty seconds into the third period Shea Theodore fired home a one-
timer to give the Golden Knights their first lead of the game. Just 
moments later Adam Larsson took a penalty and the Golden Knights 
went to work and scored their first home powerplay goal this season.  

After some nice powerplay movement from Theodore and Pietrangelo, 
Jonathan Marchessault found Reilly Smith who scored to make the game 
4-2. Marchessault had the primary assist on both Theodore and Smith’s 
goals. 

The Golden Knights had a brief scare late in the game when Alex 
Pietrangelo sent a puck over the glass for a delay of game. After a 
Golden Knights timeout, the penalty-killing unit took to the ice with less 
than two minutes left in the game and finished off the Kraken. 

The Golden Knights got everything they needed tonight including a big 
game from depth players, special teams contributing, offense from the 
defense, and yet another big game from Robin Lehner. The team will be 
back in action Thursday night as they take on the Minnesota Wild at 
home at 7:00 pm. 
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WATCH: Brayden McNabb Throws Massive Hip-Check On Brandon 
TanevPublished 6 hours ago on November 9, 2021 

 

By Owen Krepps Brayden McNabb hit on Brandon Tanev 

 

Brayden McNabb is at it again. 

During the first period in Tuesday’s night’s game against the Seattle 
Kraken Brayden McNabb stepped up on Seattle Kraken forward Brandon 
Tanev and sent him flying. 

  Brayden McNabb with a huge hit on #SeaKraken Brandon Tanev. 
#VegasBorn pic.twitter.com/DHWVOctgnO 

— NHL News (@PuckReportNHL) November 10, 2021 

McNabb has taken his physical play to the next level with the Golden 
Knights this season after rugged winger Ryan Reaves was traded in the 
offseason to the New York Rangers. Entering Tuesday night’s game 
against the Kraken, McNabb has 25 hits in twelve games. He has a goal 
and three assists for four points as well for the Golden Knights. 

Now in his fifth season with the Vegas Golden Knights, McNabb was an 
original expansion draft pick by the team from the Los Angeles Kings. 
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Golden Knights Gameday #13: Expansion Matchup; Lines & Notes vs 
KrakenPublished 13 hours ago on November 9, 2021 

 

By Owen Krepps Vegas Golden Knights Seattle Kraken 

 

Back at the Fortress, the Vegas Golden Knights are set to take on fellow 
recent expansion draft team the Seattle Kraken. It has been about a 
month since these two teams battled on the NHL’s opening night and 
since then, both teams have struggled. 

The Seattle Kraken have lost seven of their past ten games. They look 
more like a typical first-year expansion team than the Vegas Golden 
Knights did back in 2017-18. Jordan Eberle and Jaden Schwartz share 
the team lead in points, both with eight. 

The Golden Knights are trying to stay afloat in the Pacific Division 
standings amidst their injury concerns. Things are starting to improve as 
at practice on Tuesday, both Mark Stone and Nolan Patrick skated. 
Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer said Tuesday that Stone’s 
“finish line is still a ways out.” 

In the meantime, the Golden Knights will have to continue on with their 
weakened forward corps. Paul Cotter will make his NHL debut tonight, 
replacing Michael Amadio in the lineup. Cotter is a 2018 fourth-round 
pick of the Golden Knights who has spent the last two seasons with the 
Henderson Silver Knights. He has a career of 27 points in the AHL over 
102 games. 

  Cotter: I think I've texted Jake Leschyshyn 150 times in the past two 
days just making sure about schedules and stuff. 
pic.twitter.com/YxeMDRtKCy 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) November 9, 2021 

Robin Lehner will get the start again for the Golden Knights after Laurent 
Brossoit struggled last game against the Detroit Red Wings. This is 
Lehner’s eleventh start of the season and you have to think that he is 
already in the running for Vezina Trophy considerations. 

PROJECTED VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS LINES 

Jonathan Marchessault- Nicolas Roy- Reilly Smith 

Wiliam Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Evgenii Dadonov 

Keegan Kolesar- Jake Leschyshyn- Mattias Janmark 

Jonas Rondbjerg- Brett Howden- Paul Cotter 

Nicolas Hague- Alex Pietrangelo 

Alec Martinez- Shea Theodore 

Brayden McNabb- Dylan Coghlan 

Robin Lehner/Laurent Brossoit 

IR: Jack Eichel, William Karlsson, Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone, Nolan 
Patrick, Zach Whitecloud 

PROJECTED SEATTLE KRAKEN LINES PER PUCKPEDIA 

Jaden Schwartz- Alexander Wennberg- Jordan Eberle 

Brandon Tanev- Yanni Gourde- Calle Jarnkrok 

Ryan Donato- Morgan Geekie- Joonas Donskoi 

Max McCormick- Riley Sheahan- Nathan Bastian 

Mark Giordano- Jamie Oleksiak 

Haydn Fleury- Adam Larsson 

Carson Soucy- Vince Dunn 

Philipp Grubauer/Chris Driedger 

IR: Jared McCann, Mason Appleton, Marcus Johansson 

How to Watch/Listen 

TV: ESPN+ 7:00 pm local 

Radio: Fox Sports 98.9 FM 
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OK Daily: Eichel Wears Golden Knights Jersey, Is Tuukka Rask Coming 
Back?Published 18 hours ago on November 9, 2021 

 

By Owen Krepps Jack Eichel Golden Knights Jersey 
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Jack Eichel is living it up in Las Vegas already. The newest member of 
the Vegas Golden Knights was acquired last Thursday in a blockbuster 
deal and has had a couple of days to finally settle into his new home. On 
Monday, Eichel spoke with the Las Vegas media for the first time and 
reiterated how important this fresh start to his career is with the Golden 
Knights. 

Eichel will have artificial disk replacement surgery in his neck likely this 
Friday in Denver, Colorado. This will continue to keep the star forward 
out of the Golden Knights lineup. However, Eichel is already embracing 
the culture of Las Vegas. 

Vegas Hockey Now: With the Golden Knight’s acquisition of Jack Eichel, 
what do the fully-healthy line combinations look like for the Vegas Golden 
Knights? 

Twitter: Many fans are crossing their fingers in hopes of the Golden 
Knights returning to full health soon. Golden Knights fan @Sumdood88 
went a step further and made an incredible fan edit of the Golden Knights 
in the Lord of the Rings and posted it to Twitter. 

How I imagine #VegasBorn getting healthy pic.twitter.com/nnktkQ8Mcn 

— Karlo (@Sumdood88) November 8, 2021 

The Athletic Vegas: Jack Eichel spoke with the Vegas media Monday 
and afterward played some pickup hockey with the Boys and Girls Group 
of Southern Nevada. Jesse Granger looks at how much of a “relief” 
Eichel’s fresh start in Las Vegas is. 

Oh, and here is Eichel’s first goal as a Golden Knight! 

  FIRST AS A GOLDEN KNIGHT   pic.twitter.com/kNUuIBwxey 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) November 8, 2021 

NHL Trade Rumors, News, & National Hockey Now 

Dallas Morning News: The Dallas Starts have three NHL-caliber 
goaltenders with Ben Bishop, Braden Holtby, and Anton Kuhdobin. 
Bishop, who has spent the early portions of the season on LTIR is now 
eligible to return to the Stars lineup. Could the Stars trade one of their 
goaltenders as a result of this? 

The Athletic Chicago: Former Golden Knight Marc-Andre Fleury is 
another name that could find himself involved in some NHL trade rumors. 
With the Blackhawks off to a horrendous start, Scott Powers speculates 
whether or not Fleury could find himself on the NHL trade block once 
more. 

Boston: More goalie drama. Presumed to be retired NHL goaltender 
Tuukka Rask was spotted before Bruins practice on Monday. Is the 
former Bruins goaltender coming back? 

Detroit: In the Golden Knight’s last game against the Detroit Red Wings, 
rookie sensations Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond were two of the 
most noticeable players on the ice. Kevin Allen takes a look at their 
chances of winning the Calder Memorial Trophy this season. 

Washington: Alex Ovechkin continues to climb the all-time NHL goal 
leaderboard. He has now tied Brett Hull for fourth all-time in NHL goals 
with 741. 

New York: Speaking of milestones, Josh Bailey has passed New York 
Islanders legend Bobby Nystrom in all-time points with the New York 
Islanders. Nystrom sent Bailey “a real nasty message” as a result. 

Florida: At long last, the Florida Panthers winning streak to start the 
season has come to an end as they lost Monday night to the New York 
Rangers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why giving Canadiens' Carey Price privacy he seeks is 
right thing to do 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsNovember 9, 2021, 8:36 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- Carey Price released the following statement on 
Instagram Tuesday: 

“Over the last few years I have let myself get to a very dark place and I 
didn't have the tools to cope with that struggle. Last month I made the 
decision to enter a residential treatment facility for substance use. Things 
had reached a point that I realized I needed to prioritize my health for 
both myself and for my family. Asking for help when you need it is what 
we encourage our kids to do. And it was what I needed to do. I am 
working through years of neglecting my own mental health which will take 
some time to repair; all I can do is take it day by day. With that comes 
some uncertainty with when I will return to play. I appreciate all of the 
overwhelming support and well wishes. I please ask that the media and 
our hockey community continue to respect our privacy at this time. Your 
support and respect of this so far has been a critical piece to my 
recovery." 

One can only assume that typing these 169 words and sending them out 
into the world had to be one of the hardest things Price has ever done. 

But that’s where the assumptions should stop. 

There will come a point in time, probably in the near future, that Price 
chooses to address this further. 

But until that time comes, grant him his only wish and respect his privacy. 

Don’t spend your time trying to dissect what led the 34-year-old 
goaltender to this “very dark place” and guessing what substances he 
used to try to escape it. You know some people who will unquestionably 
begin to point to his turbulent 15 years with the Montreal Canadiens as a 
trigger, who will make all kinds of assumptions about his life outside of 
hockey and about what eventually pushed him over the edge and sent 
him seeking the help he received over his 30 days in the NHL/NHLPA 
player assistance program, and you don’t have to be one of them. 

Choose to be someone who will help Price recover by doing what he 
admits is critical to his process. It’s the right thing to do -- especially since 
he was under no obligation to divulge any of this to anyone but those 
near and dear to him. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

It took great courage from Price to recognize he needed help and to 
submit to the league and PA’s program. To know how intensely private 
and introverted he is -- “a man of few words with everyone,” as 
Canadiens teammate Jeff Petry put it earlier this week -- is to recognize 
what it must have taken for him to let the world know he was struggling to 
this degree. 

One can only hope that Price’s openness will lead him closer to 
catharsis. 

Perhaps returning to the Canadiens and preparing to resume his Hall-of-
Fame-worthy career as quickly as possible will be a part of that process, 
too. 

It’s encouraging to know Price wishes to continue playing, that he felt 
good enough to return to the Canadiens’ entourage this week and will 
begin taking steps towards getting back on the ice. 

But it’s more important to know that Price isn’t putting that above his 
mental health, which he said is in need of reparation after years of 
neglect. 

Don’t expect the Canadiens to get in the way of that. While they would 
love to have Price back in their net as soon as possible, coach 
Dominique Ducharme has already made it clear over the last 48 hours 
that he, and everyone in the organization, knows that Pirce will have to 
go through an elaborate process before that happens. 

Ducharme outlined four stages Price would work through. He said the 
Anahim Lake, B.C., native would start in the gym doing exercises specific 
to rehabilitation from off-season knee surgery before resuming on-ice 
work with Canadiens goaltending coach Eric Raymond and then 
returning to practice and eventually games. 
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The coach came away from his first meeting with Price on Tuesday 
feeling encouraged. 

“It was good to see him, and he’s doing well,” Ducharme said. “For our 
players, we are together every day. We have a good group of players 
and they take care of each other. To see a teammate come back like that 
is positive for the guys. While he was away, we didn’t hear from him. To 
see him back and in a good frame of mind, it’s positive.” 

Price remaining in one will depend on the steps he continues to take in 
his recovery, on the support of those close to him and the help provided 
to him by those he continues to consult with. 

He’s made it clear you can play a key role, too, by giving him the space 
and privacy he needs. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks not discouraged as home stand ends with 
dramatic loss 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 10, 2021, 2:13 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The worst officiating call of the Vancouver Canucks’ 
season led to their best penalty kill, which somehow felt perfectly logical 
given the team’s unconventional start to the National Hockey League 
season. 

Expected to score, the Canucks are instead defending solidly but getting 
crushed on special teams. 

But Tuesday against the Anaheim Ducks, their putrid penalty killing was 
pumped up at the end by an influx of their most skilled players, who 
managed to tie the game shorthanded but with the Vancouver net empty 
when Elias Pettersson half-fanned on a shot that ricocheted through 
goalie John Gibson with 54.3 seconds remaining. 

Down 2-0 after J.T. Miller’s own goal -- yes, there were several peculiar 
events in the final 10 minutes of the third period -- the Canucks rallied for 
a point by losing 3-2 in overtime when Troy Terry converted Ryan 
Getzlaf’s pass on a two-on-one at 3:52. 

The Ducks’ redemptive goal came after Gibson made breakaway saves 
on Miller and Bo Horvat. 

So the Canucks got one point when they could have had none but nearly 
got two. And this, too, kind of figures in the context of their 2-4-1 
homestand and 5-6-2 start to the season. 

“We played a good game again,” Miller lamented. “It was a good push, 
but we're here for two (points), not one. I guess you could take a lot of 
good tonight, though.” 

“We had chances in OT to win it,” Pettersson said. “I'm not happy we lost, 
but I'm happy that we at least got one point and we found a way to get 
back into the game in the end.” 

Amid the getting back in, after Miller whipped a shot through traffic with 
6:31 remaining in regulation time to start the comeback and before 
Pettersson scored the tying goal, referee Brad Meier made an 
astonishingly bad penalty call that should have sealed an Anaheim 
victory. 

Meier whistled Canucks goalie Jaroslav Halak for tripping with 2:49 
remaining when it seemed pretty clear to everyone else -- and should 
have been clear to Meier, who had an unobstructed front-row view -- that 
Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf simply toe-picked and fell several feet 
beyond Halak. 

Remaining Time -1:37 

Pettersson ties game late after Halak called for questionable penalty 

Vancouver coach Travis Green eventually calmed himself enough to put 
out his most dangerous offensive players as Halak dashed to the bench 
to allow the Canucks to skate five-on-five. 

“Yeah, maybe the ref wants that one back,” Pettersson said, before 
adding diplomatically, but “it's easy for us. We can look at replays, and 
the ref’s just got to make a call in a split second. It is what it is. We all 
make mistakes.” 

Canucks penalty killers have made more than anyone. 

When Ducks defenceman Cam Fowler shot through a screen and into 
the top corner on Halak to make it 1-0 at 11:18 of the first period on 
Anaheim’s first power play, it was the ninth time in just 14 chances over 
four-plus games that the Canucks were torched while shorthanded. 

In a game when Anaheim was badly outplayed for stretches and outshot 
43-30 overall, the Ducks ended up with four of the six power plays. The 
Canucks killed the final three, and added the positive asterisk of 
Pettersson’s shorthanded goal in the last minute. 

The Canucks’ 31st-ranked penalty killing has been atrocious -- so bad it’s 
darkening most of the good things Vancouver has been doing. 

By getting scored on once in four opportunities on Tuesday, Vancouver’s 
success rate shorthanded actually “improved” to 65 per cent. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Canucks game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It’s why the Canucks open a challenging three-game, four-night road trip 
Thursday in Denver with just 12 points from 13 games, instead of 16 or 
18 points. It’s why Vancouver is three points out of a playoff spot four 
weeks into their season. 

“I don't think we're sitting around feeling like we're close to going off the 
deep end or something,” Miller said. “We've been playing well. We have 
to keep evaluating ourselves honestly. And honestly, we played another 
good hockey game. 

“We still have things to take care of on special teams... but I think those 
will come. We have to stay on the same page five-on-five, and trust that if 
we play like this, more nights than not we're going to get four, five, maybe 
six goals. We're defending really well. We're creating our chances from 
good defence and it's just a matter of time.” 

The Canucks could use more bounces like Pettersson got on his tying 
goal or, especially, like the Ducks got on their second goal when the 
rebound from Halak’s save on Isac Lundestrom bounced off both of 
Miller’s legs and back across the goal-line. 

“We certainly would take one of those, no doubt,” Miller said. “But it was 
pretty awesome after that. It's easy to sit around and pout, feel bad for 
ourselves because it's not going our way after we're playing a pretty darn 
good game. But we found a way to get a point.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Another slow start dooms Oilers in Detroit against Red 
Wings 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecNovember 9, 2021, 11:42 PM 

 

So, all those coaches for all those years were right all along. 

It turns out you CAN’T play 20 minutes and win a hockey game. 

Goalie Stuart Skinner was fantastic, give or take a puck-handling error 
that ended up in his own net, but his Edmonton Oilers teammates were 
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not close to worthy of the two points Tuesday in Detroit, thoroughly 
outplayed for the opening 40 minutes in a 4-2 loss to the Red Wings. 

“Didn’t like the start,” began Connor McDavid, whose team trailed 3-0 
until Jesse Puljujarvi scored with 35 seconds left in the second period. 
“We dug ourselves a hole again. Loved the response, but we can’t keep 
digging that kind of a hole.” 

Edmonton trailed the New York Rangers 4-1 on Friday night, before 
storming back to win 6-5 in overtime. After opening a five-game road trip 
in Detroit, a grumpy head coach Dave Tippett did not see any similarities 
between the two efforts. 

“Last game was different. We were down 4-1 but we were still in the 
game,” he said. “Not enough urgency not enough execution tonight. They 
played a desperate first period and we didn’t match that.” 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Oilers game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Though McDavid scored a goal to stretch his points streak to 19 games 
going back to last season, one run that died in Motown Tuesday came on 
the power play, as Edmonton failed to notch a goal for the first time all 
season, going 0-for-2. That’s a franchise record that stops at 10 games. 

Vlad Namestnikov walked Tyson Barrie wide on the first Detroit goal, 
then he stood in the slot and poked home a rebound while defenceman 
Evan Bouchard stood next to him, admiring the Detroit forward’s fine 
form. Then Skinner’s gaffe made it 3-0, and the Oilers just couldn’t climb 
all the way back. 

“Never lose two in a row,” said McDavid, whose club is still a lofty 9-2. 
“That’s the focus now.” 

Remaining Time -2:19 

Oilers showed great pushback against Red Wings despite slow start 

Tasty Stu 

There was some good news for Edmonton on Tuesday with the 
performance of Skinner, who made his second NHL start in the nets. He 
looked far more comfortable than his maiden start last season, and 
despite a puck-handling miscue that gave Dylan Larkin a freebie, Skinner 
looked far more comfortable than he had in his only NHL start last 
season. 

“Much better,” the 23-year-old Edmonton native said. “It felt like I just 
went out there and do what I normally do. It felt better to have (AHL) 
games before I actually played.” 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Skinner sat on the bench for seven games watching Mikko Koskinen 
before getting this start, and got his team to the dressing room down only 
1-0 after a first period in which Detroit outshot Edmonton 16-9 and owned 
the puck. It was a 2-0 game 14 minutes into the second when Skinner 
fanned on a puck behind his own net. 

As he tried to recoup, Larkin lifted Skinner’s goal stick and tapped home 
one of the easiest goals of his long career for a 3-0 Red Wings lead. 

“Honestly, I just fanned on it,” Skinner said. “Hard fan, bad timing. If that 
didn't happen we'd potentially still be playing (in overtime), so obviously it 
sucks ... At the same time it happens. Move forward and make sure it 
doesn't happen again.” 

A young goalie could be crushed by such a play, but Skinner bounced 
back after that giveaway, giving his team plenty of time to catch up. 

“Believe it or not,” Skinner smiled, “I've made a worse play before in my 
career and we ended up winning the game. I just looked back to that, and 
there’s always a chance to come back in a game. We almost got it.” 

They didn’t deserve it, but indeed Edmonton nearly pushed this game 
into OT. They owned the Wings for the final 10 minutes, but it was Detroit 
that finally got the empty-netter. 

The Red Wings deserved the two points. They were the better team for 
40 minutes. 

Zack is Back — On I.R.? 

Zack Kassian got moved up to the second line, a rare tour in the Top 6 
for a guy who is pretty much a prototype for what you want in a third-line 
winger. Unfortunately, Kassian never saw the second period after he 
suffered a “lower body injury" in the first. 

In his post-game remarks, Tippett did not have any information on the 
extent of the injury. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Kassian played just 27 games last season because of a pair of injuries. 
He just never got started. 

This season he had three goals and five points in his first nine games, 
and staked his claim on a line with Warren Foegele and Derek Ryan that 
— though Tippett may tinker during the season — looked very much like 
a valid post-season third line. 

It was time to tinker after a few sub-par games, Tippett said. 

“They’ve been very average the last two, three games. We decided to 
shake it up a bit,” Tippett said. “We were going to try Yamo and Ryan 
together because they penalty kill together, but Kass goes out of the 
game early and we really didn’t get a chance to see what we were 
looking for.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing which NHL forwards are the best puck movers 
in the game 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyyNovember 9, 2021, 2:12 PM 

 

Shooters tend to have the spotlight in hockey. Why? Their name is first 
on the scoresheet. Their tallies change the score, and potentially the tide 
of the game. 

But what about the puck movement that precedes a shot to help make 
those goals happen? 

Let’s talk about some of the best puck-moving forwards at 5-on-5 to open 
the 2021-22 season. 

Carrying the puck out of the defensive zone 

Moving the puck out of the defensive end often falls on defencemen, as 
the Erik Karlssons, Roman Josis, and John Klingbergs are among the 
best in the league at crossing the blue line with possession. 

But forwards contribute to exits, too — some more than others. 

Small samples can inflate a player’s rates, since it magnifies so few 
results. That’s why players like Valeri Nichushkin and Jack Hughes lead 
the way for carry-out attempt rates among forwards despite not playing 
much yet this year. 
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If we remove those players with lesser playing time in the early goings of 
the season, Mathew Barzal jumps out with 17.7 carry-out attempts per 60 
minutes. What’s even more impressive than just his ability to skate the 
puck out of his own end is the high rate of successful plays that follow 
those attempts; almost 86 per cent of his carry-outs have been followed 
by a successful play. 

Nick Cousins (17.1 per 60), Kyle Connor (16.0), Jake Evans (15.8), and 
Dylan Cozens (15.8) are among the forward leaders in carry-out attempt 
rates at 5-on-5. Cousins, along with Ondrej Kase, Frank Vatrano, Adam 
Gaudette, and Leon Draisaitl all follow Barzal’s high rate of successful 
plays after attempting to carry the puck out of the zone. 

Entering the zone with possession 

Sometimes defenders also lead their teams into the offensive zone. Josi, 
Cale Makar, and Adam Fox are among the best puck-moving defenders 
when it comes to zone entries. But most defenders don’t stack up to 
forwards with possession plays into the offensive end. 

Carter Verhaeghe, who had a breakout season last year with the 
Panthers, leads all skaters with 24.6 carry-in attempts per 60 at 5-on-5. 
One of this season’s top young guns, Trevor Zegras, finishes right behind 
him with 23.7 attempts per 60. Barzal, a transitioning wiz, unsurprisingly 
lands in third with 21.9 attempts per 60. 

In Calgary, Johnny Gaudreau’s contributions go further than his team-
leading 14 points. He helps their offence click by frequently trying to 
skate the puck into the offensive zone (21.7 per 60). Nikolaj Ehlers in 
Winnipeg completes the top-five with 19.8 attempts per 60. 

Carrying the puck in, of course, is just one part of the equation. It's crucial 
that a team also extends that sequence to create offence. 

Verhaeghe jumps ahead with a high rate of successful plays after a 
carry-in attempt, followed by Ehlers and Gaudreau. Jordan Kyrou, who is 
in the top-10 in carry-ins, and Barzal rank in the top-five as well. 

Connor McDavid carries the puck into the offensive end quite frequently, 
but when weighing his hefty ice time, his per-minute rate slides to 11th. 
That said, when it comes to a carry-in followed by a shot on goal, no one 
ranks higher right now than Edmonton's captain. Gaudreau and Sam 
Bennett also see their entries convert to shots on net quite often. 

Further than just a shot, since shots aren’t all created equally, we can 
look at scoring chances that follow a carry-in. That’s where Verhaeghe 
thrives in Florida. Gaudreau and Zegras also help spark their team’s 
quality chance generation with their carry-ins. 

Of course, skating the puck into the offensive zone isn’t the only way to 
bring it in with possession. Forwards also create a controlled entry with a 
pass over the blue line. Leon Draisaitl passes the puck into the offensive 
zone for a controlled entry at the highest rate in the league (4.74 per 60). 

Robert Thomas follows the Oilers’ offensive dynamo. Between his 
passes and linemate Jordan Kyrou’s controlled entries (particularly his 
high rate of carry-ins), the Blues’ current second line is quite skilled at 
gaining the offensive zone with possession. 

Barzal and Gaudreau, once again, find themselves high on this list for 
another transitional play. And Jason Spezza makes his debut to round 
out the top-five in pass entry rates. 

So, to put all this together, we can look at the players who best bring the 
puck into the O-zone with control between carry-ins and passes. Since 
carry-ins happen at a much higher rate, the top-five remains the same. 
But to expand to the top-10, we see players like Cozens who, like Barzal, 
also contribute with zone exits. Plus, we see a few more Panthers 
emerge. 

Passing plays leading to scoring chances 

Transitional play obviously influences offensive generation, but doesn’t 
always directly impact a shot attempt. A primary pass, on the other hand, 
does. There’s value and repeatability in using primary shot assists to help 
predict future scoring, as the work of Ryan Stimson with The Passing 
Project shows. 

So which forwards help set their teammates up for a shot the most? 

Of course, it’s the generational McDavid leading the way with a rate of 
21.29 primary shot assists per 60, or passes that directly precede a shot 
attempt. 

There’s a bit of a gap of over two passes per 60 between the best two in 
the league in this regard, with the margins slimming out from there. Brad 
Marchand’s 18.72 primary passes per 60 to his linemates is good for 
second. That obviously clicks well with one of his more frequent 
linemates, David Pastrnak, who uses his accurate shot often in Boston. 

Yanni Gourde, Sebastian Aho, and Taylor Hall round out the top-five in 
primary shot assists. Last year, Hall shot the puck at the lowest rate of 
his career and this year his individual shot rate is still pretty low. But he’s 
maintaining his offensive influence through his passing. 

A player like Artemi Panarin is expected to be in the top-10 with his 
passing. But while his raw passing totals land him second in the league, 
he isn’t creating at a high enough rate in his minutes to compare to some 
of the aforementioned forwards. Instead, Panarin is currently 11th in the 
league in primary shot assist rate after getting off to an iffy start this 
season. 

Shot assists are obviously broad, and different types of passes have 
varying impacts. So, we can look even deeper at these forwards’ passes. 

Zegras and Thomas both set their teammates up at a high rate off the 
rush. Travis Konecny and Mark Scheifele tee up their teammates for one-
timers at the highest rate. Two Western Conference players lead the way 
with passes to the slot in Sonny Milano and Draisaitl, although there’s 
quite a bit of difference in talent between who they are passing to. 

To get even more specific, we can look for a royal road pass that directly 
precedes a chance from the home plate area in front of the net. Alan 
Wells found that these types of passes had a 15.5 per cent finishing rate 
when analyzing Stimson’s data from the Passing Project. The danger of 
a royal road pass, especially if it sets up a one-timer or a quick shot 
attempt, is that it forces a goaltender to move laterally. So that pre-shot 
movement, particularly with the right amount of deception from the 
attacking team, can trick defenders and goaltenders and lead to a quality 
chance. 

In his 75 minutes of play, Dylan Strome actually rates the highest in the 
cross-seam passes that result in a scoring chance from the slot area with 
4.79 per 60. But that passing obviously hasn’t been enough to keep him 
in Chicago's lineup. 

Marchand, in a few more minutes (~122 at 5-on-5), ranks second with 
3.98 royal road shot assists per 60. That ability to thread his teammates 
with a quality pass — especially to one of the most dangerous shooters 
in the league in Pastrnak — can make the Bruins’ offence so dynamic 
when Marchand’s on the ice. 

Tyler Bertuzzi currently is in third in this stat, and his linemates -- Lucas 
Raymond and Dylan Larkin -- have benefitted from it to start the season 
(at least, until they cross the border). Kyrou is fourth, while Nathan 
MacKinnon, one of the ultimate dual-threats in the league, rounds out our 
top-five. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Ritchie gets ‘back to basics’ to boost secondary scoring 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday before travelling to 
Philadelphia for Wednesday’s game against the Flyers. 

Nick Ritchie is still looking for his first goal of the season.  

"It's not easy," the 25-year-old admitted of the wait. "Obviously, you want 
to score as many as you can, but it's not that easy right now and I got to 
get back to basics." 
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"He has handled it well in the sense that when I talk to him, he is not 
down or frustrated," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "At the same time, we 
want to make sure we stay on top of him with just the urgency of the 
situation. It is not so much the fact that he hasn't scored, but shift to shift, 
it's bringing urgency and consistency in his play." 

The left winger from Orangeville, Ont., stayed out late following 
Tuesday's practice to work with the team's development staff.  

"That was just some shooting stuff, shooting off both legs and trying to 
score some goals," he revealed. 

Ritchie scored a career-high 15 goals in 56 games with Boston last 
season, but did not receive a qualifying offer from the Bruins in the 
summer. He signed a two-year, $5-million deal with the Leafs and started 
the season on the top line.  

But Ritchie struggled to find his footing and was dropped down the lineup 
after six games joining Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds on the 
fourth line.  

"Just getting used to playing with different guys," Ritchie said of the 
challenge. "There's been some chances. I made a few plays that could've 
went in. Just trying to get around the net more and hopefully I can do that 
in the next few games." 

Ritchie has just one point, a secondary assist on the power play, in 13 
games. He does lead the team with 29 hits.  

"He has done a lot of good things that have gone unnoticed," Keefe 
stressed. "I thought, like a lot of our players, last night was not a good 
day for him. We expect a lot more and we need to get a lot more out of 
him. Part of that is on him and part of that is on us to help him get there." 

Still searching for first goal with Leafs, Ritchie gets back to basics 

Goaless in his first 13 games as a Maple Leaf, Nick Ritchie admits that it 
has taken some time to adjust to playing with different players, but feels 
that his game has been progressing, especially during the Leafs' winning 
streak. 

—- 

Second-line centre John Tavares and third-line winger Ondrej Kase 
missed Tuesday's practice.  

"Both got banged up yesterday," Keefe said. "Both are day-to-day. They 
are going to travel with us to Philadelphia, which is obviously a positive 
sign that they could play." 

Both guys are considered game-time decisions, Keefe added.  

With Tavares absent, Ritchie moved up to the second line at practice 
skating alongside Alex Kerfoot, who shifted to centre, and Mitch Marner.  

With Kase absent, Joey Anderson took reps on the third line alongside 
David Kampf and Pierre Engvall. Kirill Semyonov skated on the fourth 
line with Spezza and Simmonds. Anderson and Semyonov have not 
played for the Leafs this season.  

https://www.tsn.ca/nhl/video/leafs-ice-chips-tavares-misses-practice-
game-time-decision-in-philly~ 

Leafs Ice Chips: Tavares misses practice; game-time decision in Philly 

The Maple Leafs held a practice before heading out on the road to 
Philadelphia on Tuesday. Noticeably absent was captain John Tavares, 
who will travel with the team, but will be a game-time decision against the 
Flyers. TSN's Mark Masters has more on how the Leafs juggled their 
lines, and defensive pairings. 

—- 

Toronto's last 14 goals, dating back to a game against Detroit on Oct. 30, 
have come off the sticks of Auston Matthews, Tavares, Marner and 
William Nylander. So, secondary scoring, or a lack thereof, was a hot 
topic after practice.  

"There was a time we were getting contributions from those [bottom-six] 
lines and the top guys weren't scoring," Keefe pointed out. "So, we'd like 
it to match up where everyone is rolling at the same time, but it doesn't 

always work that way. Between the rest of the forwards and our defence, 
we'd like to get contributions throughout the lineup." 

The Leafs have only got one goal from the defence core this season.  

—- 

Michael Bunting, who took over Ritchie's spot on the top line, has yet to 
score at even strength in seven games with Matthews and Nylander. 
Does the 26-year-old feel any additional pressure to produce in that role?  

"No, I don't feel like I have to produce offensively," he insisted. "I just feel 
like I got to force turnovers, get the puck to those other two and then just 
kind of get to the net ... I'm just happy to play my role as high-energy guy 
and force turnovers." 

Bunting has three goals on the season with his most recent tally, on Oct. 
30 against Detroit, coming on the power play. Bunting broke out with 10 
goals in 21 games with the Arizona Coyotes last season.  

"I want to score, don't get me wrong," he said with a laugh. "I go into 
every single game wanting to score. I'm a pretty hungry guy to score. 
Right now, I feel like I am getting my looks at the net. I've had quite a few 
Grade A chances and they're just not going in for me." 

Matthews generated a lot of chemistry with Zach Hyman over the years. 
With Hyman now in Edmonton, it's only natural that it is taking time for 
someone else to gain traction in that spot.  

"He's always talking and I like that," Matthews said of Bunting. "Just 
trying to feel each other out and where we want to see each other on the 
ice. I think each game we've continued to develop a little bit more 
chemistry and hopefully we keep that going and sustain more offensive-
zone time and capitalize on some of these chances we're getting." 

Bunting, remarkably, is still considered a National Hockey League rookie. 
Wednesday will only be his 40th game. But it is his seventh season as a 
professional, which means he's not as starstruck. 

"It's fun to get their feedback after every single shift," Bunting said of 
Matthews and Nylander. "I told them that I'm not afraid of criticism. If you 
don't like where I am just let me know and I'm open to it. I like that. I 
enjoy talking just so we're all on the same page." 

Keefe feels Bunting is fitting in just fine.  

"He has done a really good job," the coach said. "Again, a lot of guys 
didn't have a very good night yesterday. Bunting was one. I thought 
Boston [on Saturday] was maybe his best game. He was all over the 
puck, forechecking, generating loose pucks, generating shots for himself 
and others. They were on offence a lot. He was extremely competitive. 
That is a really good sign of what he is capable of doing against a very 
tough opponent. 

"Like our team and like a lot of our players, we are seeking consistency 
here. He has to bring that every single day." 

—- 

What did Matthews think of his line's performance against Los Angeles?  

"A little too up and down," the 24-year-old centre said. "I thought the first 
period, the whole team, I guess, we were really hemmed in there. I 
thought the second and third, we were able to generate a little bit more, 
but they're a good team. They play well within their structure. They keep 
everything to the outside so when you get those chances you got to 
make them count and obviously we didn't make them count last night." 

Matthews registered four shots, but was held off the board, which 
snapped a streak of three straight two-point games. 

The Arizona native is using Movember-themed skates and sticks this 
month to support the charity which focuses on mental health and suicide 
prevention, prostate cancer and testicular cancer. 

"It's really important to me and a really big month," he said. "I try and 
have fun with it and raise awareness." 

No. 34 has vowed to shave off his trademark moustache if he's able to 
raise $134,000. As of late Tuesday afternoon, he was closing in on 
$55,000. 
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Does Matthews remember what it's like to not have a moustache?   

"I can't, honestly," he said with a smile. "I was thinking about that this 
morning. I hope we reach the goal, though, because I want to see what it 
looks like without it. We'll see what happens." 

The Matthews moustache first appeared during the summer of 2019.  

    Hockey icon and facial hair connoisseur @AM34 is putting his muzzy 
on the line for #menshealth. If he reaches a fundraising goal of $134K in 
for #Movember: his moustache GOES.    

     

    The fate of his moustache lies in your hands. Donate today: 
https://t.co/7rZMCaOC1A pic.twitter.com/bXsvZ2hPKZ 

    — Movember Canada (@MovemberCA) October 28, 2021 

With moustache on the line, Matthews looks to build Movember 
momentum 

A day after their loss to the Kings, Auston Matthews explained how he 
felt the Kings were able to keep his line in-check, then shared his 
thoughts on Movember, including possibly shaving his moustache, if he 
raises the $134,000 for charity. 

—- 

After sitting as a healthy scratch in five straight games, Justin Holl will 
draw back in on Wednesday night.  

"I'm excited for the opportunity," the 29-year-old defenceman said. "The 
boys look like they've been having a lot of fun out there and I'm excited to 
be a part of it." 

Life in the press box wasn't foreign to Holl, who was a healthy scratch 71 
times during the 2018-19 season. But the Minnesota native was a top-
four mainstay last season and admits getting benched after that 
successful run made it harder to process.  

"Just because you know what it feels like to be a big part of the team and 
you want to be a big part of the team," he said. "So, that part's difficult. 
But, you have to control what you can and maintain a positive attitude. 
That's all you can do." 

Holl used the time out of the lineup to take stock of his game. What is he 
looking to improve on?  

"Just small things here and there," he said. "Small things that make a big 
difference. Killing plays in the neutral zone and playing with better 
structure in the o-zone and coming down the walls hard and being 
aggressive." 

"My hope is that this is a bit of a reset for him," said Keefe, "that he 
comes out refocused." 

Holl, of course, didn't like being scratched, but he appreciated that Keefe 
was up front and honest throughout the process.  

"Just to be the Justin Holl we have come to expect," said Keefe of the 
message. "That's it. He is a good player. He is a guy who has done very 
well for us. He is an important part of our team. I didn't expect him to sit 
out as long as he did, but it is a credit to the other guys that were going 
well." 

Holl returns to Leafs lineup; explains why he’s using Spezza’s sticks 

Having their winning streak snapped at the hands of the Kings, the Maple 
Leafs decided to shake things up on defence ahead of their game 
Wednesday in Philadelphia, as Justin Holl draws back into the lineup, 
with Travis Dermott sitting as a healthy scratch. Holl spoke about sitting, 
and the changes he made with his sticks at the start of the season. 

Holl's benching opened the door for Timothy Liljegren to get in and the 
22-year-old Swede will stay in despite Holl's return. He's looked good 
while playing alongside 21-year-old countryman Rasmus Sandin on the 
third pair.  

Holl was reunited with Jake Muzzin at practice while T.J. Brodie, who had 
been skating with Muzzin, moved back to the right side of Morgan Rielly. 
Travis Dermott will be scratched in Philadelphia. He played 15 minutes 

and 34 seconds against the Kings, lowest among the team's defence, 
and finished minus-three.  

"Dermott will come out just for the sake of some continuity with Sandin 
and Liljegren," Keefe explained. "It just allows us to have some greater 
balance with guys who are familiar with each other. That is really it." 

Dermott and Holl have heard their names come up in trade rumours of 
late, because of the situation on Toronto's blue line, but Keefe sees this 
competition as an encouraging development.  

"What we have learned, as we have gone through this exercise over the 
last five games, is that we have seven defencemen that can play and can 
help us," the coach said. "That is a very positive thing for us. We also 
have guys who can play with different people. We didn't really have that 
last season. We had a lot of continuity throughout the lineup throughout 
the season." 

Dermott tunes out trade rumours; says Toronto is 'where my heart is' 

Travis Dermott was asked about his name being involved in some trade 
rumours, but says it's happened before and he's still here. He also 
discusses how teammate Justin Holl is handling being out of the lineup 
while the team is on a four-game winning streak. 

—- 

Holl has actually been using Spezza's sticks this season.  

"I like it," he said with a smile. "It's a very subtle change from what I used 
last year. Just a little bit of a different curve and I liked it. We had been 
talking about it and he's a big experimenter in the stick room so it kind of 
came about naturally. I go sans paint so they look kind of different." 

It's not a big adjustment even though Holl is a shutdown defenceman and 
Spezza is a skilled scorer.   

"His stick is really stiff, but I had been using a stiff shaft previously as well 
so it really wasn't too different," Holl said.   

—- 

After allowing four goals on 28 shots on Monday night, Jack Campbell 
took the blame for Toronto's loss.  

"I'm pretty sure everybody in the building knows I wasn't my best," the 
29-year-old goalie said. "Cost us two points … Just a couple routine 
saves, give them up, and we're down 2-0. Can't happen." 

Of course, Campbell didn't get much help.  

"He is part of spotting the 2-0 lead early on, but it was guys in alone 
coming in on him," Keefe pointed out. "That is a tough ask for a 
goaltender. He has bailed us out a lot so we have come to expect him to 
have the ability to save those. I am sure he has the expectation of 
himself to stop them. But he has five guys playing in front of him that 
have to help him out." 

It was only the second time all season that Campbell has allowed more 
than three goals in a game. It was only the third time he's allowed more 
than two. 

"He's played great for us this year so far and disappointing to let him 
down," Tavares said after the game.   

It was particularly disappointing because the game was extra meaningful 
for Campbell, who was playing his old team for the first time.  

"It's tough," he said of the emotions. "I mean, I loved it there, love the 
boys, love what they did for me in L.A. Credit them for getting me where I 
am today. I love a lot of those guys over there. You know, just 
disappointed that I didn't bring more to our team." 

It was the first time that Campbell faced off with his friend and mentor 
Jonathan Quick. What does he admire most about the two time Stanley 
Cup champion?  

"His competitiveness," Campbell said. "He's a warrior in there. I 
remember [Steven] Stamkos got him right in the neck with a one-timer in 
Tampa a couple years ago and didn't even faze him. Taught me a lot and 
I really look up to him." 
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Campbell, despite his happy-guy persona, is also incredibly competitive. 
He's played in 11 of Toronto's 13 games this season and the team is 
trying to manage his workload in practice. But, despite the presence of a 
third goalie at Tuesday's workout, Campbell opted to join the proceedings 
following his early session with goalie coach Steve Briere.  

"He got a little extra work," Keefe said. "Missed the first part of practice, 
but then there were some game-like situation stuff in the last bit of 
practice that he wanted to get some reps in so we just had him jump in 
there. We're always taking it a day at a time and even a drill at a time."  

Campbell disappointed in performance during emotional reunion with 
Quick, Kings 

Jack Campbell allowed four goals on 28 shots during Monday's loss to 
the Kings. "I'm pretty sure everybody in the building knows I wasn’t my 
best," the Leafs goalie said. "Cost us two points." It was an emotional 
night for Campbell who was playing his old team, including friend and 
mentor Jonathan Quick, for the first time. 

—- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Ritchie - Kerfoot - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Anderson  

Semyonov - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Dermott  

Campbell  

Woll  

Injured: Mrazek (groin), Mikheyev (broken thumb) 

Absent: Tavares, Kase 
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TSN.CA / Aldrich granted second opportunity with Stanley Cup while on 
probation 

 

Ryan Rishaug 

 

The convicted sex offender who recently had his name crossed off the 
Stanley Cup was given not one, but two opportunities to celebrate with 
the trophy in his home state, the second time coming while he was on 
probation and a registered sex offender in Michigan.   

Brad Aldrich, the former Chicago Blackhawks’ video coach at the centre 
of a sexual misconduct scandal that has shook the hockey world, had the 
Cup at his workplace in Calumet, Mich., in October of 2016, two years 
after being released from prison.   

A person familiar with the story said Aldrich had approximately 20 
minutes for employees of OcuGlass to pose for pictures with hockey’s 
most cherished trophy. Aldrich posted one of those pictures to OcuGlass' 
Twitter account, which has recently been made private. 

The Cup was taken to OcuGlass by a representative of the Hockey Hall 
of Fame, the official keeper of the Cup. 

Aldrich’s past with the Blackhawks and criminal record were not known. 

“No staff member or any other individual working on behalf of the Hockey 
Hall of Fame knew of Brad Aldrich’s criminal past and transgressions in 
Chicago until media reports surfaced in June 2021,” said Hockey Hall of 
Fame spokesperson Kelly Masse.  

Traditionally, players get one day with the Cup, but the Hall of Fame tries 
to accommodate additional requests from past winners as logistics 
permit.   

Aldrich’s name was inscribed on the Cup even though allegations of 
sexual misconduct had been lodged by Chicago reserve player Kyle 
Beach in May of 2010. 

Aldrich’s first day with the Cup was on Oct.14, 2010 in his hometown of 
Houghton, Mich., four months after he was allowed to resign from the 
Blackhawks.   

Aldrich went on to coach a high school team in Houghton and in 
February of 2014 was sentenced to nine months in jail after pleading 
guilty to fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct in a case involving one of 
his teenage players. 

He served five months in prison before being released in July of 2014 
and put on five years’ probation.   

Aldrich's name was crossed out on the Cup on Oct. 31 at the request of 
the Blackhawks.   

Only one other person has ever had his or her name covered up on the 
Cup: the father of then-Edmonton Oilers’ owner Peter Pocklington, Basil 
Pocklington, who had nothing to do with the 1983-84 championship team 
but was listed, nonetheless. 
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USA TODAY / Anaheim Ducks place general manager Bob Murray on 
administrative leave amid investigation 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

The Anaheim Ducks have placed Bob Murray on administrative leave 
amid an investigation into the conduct of the team's executive vice 
president and general manager. 

"We recently became aware of accusations of improper professional 
conduct against Bob Murray," the team said in a statement on Tuesday. 
"After internal review, we enlisted Shephard Mullin to perform an 
independent investigation. Upon recommendation from their initial 
findings, we have decided to place Bob on administrative leave pending 
final results." 

The Ducks said assistant GM Jeff Solomon would assume Murray's roles 
on an interim basis. 

Murray is in his 12th season as Ducks GM and was named general 
manager of the year in 2013-14. He was a senior vice president when the 
Ducks won the 2007 Stanley Cup. 
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USA TODAY / Canadiens' Carey Price cites 'substance use' as reason 
he entered NHL/NHLPA player assistance program 

 

Mike Brehm 
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Montreal Canadiens goaltender Carey Price, back with the team this 
week, said he had entered the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program 
last month for "substance use." 

Price had led the Canadiens to the Stanley Cup Final last season but 
announced in October that he was voluntarily entering the program. 

"Over the last few years, I have let myself get to a very dark place and I 
didn’t have the tools to cope with that struggle," he said in an Instagram 
post on Tuesday. "Last month, I made the decision to enter a residential 
treatment facility for substance use. Things had reached a point that I 
realized I needed to prioritize my health for both myself and my family. 
Asking for help when you need it is what we encourage our kids to do, 
and it was what I needed to do." 

PENGUINS:Team reaches settlement in sexual assault lawsuit 

Price also had offseason knee surgery and is working his way back from 
that. He was exposed in the expansion draft, but the Seattle Kraken did 
not take him. 

The goalie has been the face of the Canadiens franchise since 2007 and 
won the Hart Trophy (league MVP) and Vezina Trophy (outstanding 
goalie) in 2014-15. He also drew national attention when he comforted 
grief-stricken 11-year-old Anderson Whitehead, who had lost his mother, 
after a practice in 2019. 

Without Price – and injured captain Shea Weber – the Canadiens have 
struggled this season. But coach Dominique Ducharme isn't rushing the 
goalie back, setting steps that Price needs to take before he can play. 

Price, too, isn't sure when he'll back in net. 

"I am working through years of neglecting my own mental health, which 
will take some time to repair," he said. "All I can do is take it day by day. 
With that comes some uncertainty with when I will return to play."   
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