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Amid college basketball hoopla, Hurricanes outplayed one of the NHL’s best goalies 

By Chip Alexander 

It didn’t have the glitz of Mike Krzyzewski starting his last 
coaching ride at Duke, with New York’s Madison Square 
Garden the backdrop. 

It didn’t draw the attention of Hubert Davis beginning his first 
season as head coach at North Carolina or have a national 
ESPN presence such as N.C. State’s women’s team hosting 
No. 1 South Carolina in its opener. 

But while college basketball was cranking up Tuesday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the state’s best major-league team, was 
winning a pretty big hockey game. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning has been the NHL standard the 
past two seasons, which each ended with Tampa Bay the 
Stanley Cup champion. The Hurricanes went into Amalie 
Arena in Tampa, Florida, skated with the champs, rallied in 
the third period and eventually won in overtime, 2-1. 

“It’s nice to get that one,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “I thought the guys just kept playing 
hard all night. It was a great goaltending performance for 
both teams. It was a pretty exciting game for a relatively low-
scoring game.” 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was at his best much 
of the night. So was the Frederik Andersen, who now has 
started 10 of Carolina’s 11 games as the Canes have built a 
10-1-0 record and hold the lead in the Metropolitan Division. 

It was the first overtime game of the season for the 
Hurricanes and they scored twice in the extra period. The 
first goal, by defenseman Brady Skjei, didn’t count when a 
review determined there was offsides on the play. The 
second, by Martin Necas, did count. 

That the Canes were able to hold their composure after the 
Skjei goal was disallowed, that they found a way to again 
beat Vasilevskiy and win the game, was Brind’Amour’s top 
takeaway from the game. 

“To fight back and tie it and feel like you win it and then get 
‘Nope, you didn’t, you’ll have to do it again,’ I feel like says a 
lot about the group,” Brind’Amour said. “They literally just 

shook it off, better than I did. They were just like, ‘OK, let’s 
play a little bit more.’ It was a real positive game for us.” 

The Canes trailed 1-0 in the third period but pulled even on a 
neatly executed power play, as Teuvo Teravainen smoked a 
shot past Vasilevskiy off a Vincent Trocheck setup pass. It 
was the only power-play score of the game as Tampa Bay 
went 0-4 and was held to one power-play shot. 

In a 5-2 loss Saturday against the Florida Panthers, the 
Canes were burned for three power-play scores -- in the first 
period. Their penalty killing was on point Tuesday. 

“We learned,” Skjei said. “Last game, we gave up a few too 
many seam passes and that was kind of a big emphasis for 
us (Tuesday). and we did a great job. We were really 
aggressive, which is our strength for sure. We got in shot-
blocking lanes. It was really good outing by our penalty kill.” 

The Canes botched a lengthy 5-on-3 power play in the 
second, failing to score even after Vasilevskiy lost a skate 
blade. 

“Usually that’s the kiss of death when you don’t score on a 5-
on-3,” Tampa Bay captain Steven Stamkos said to the 
media. “We definitely built some momentum off that. That 
was a pretty inspiring shift for the guys who were out there.” 

But the Canes converted in the third after a goaltender 
interference call against Stamkos that left the Lightning salty. 
Stamkos believed he was pushed into Andersen but the end 
result was a 1-1 tie with 10 minutes left in regulation. 

In the overtime, Necas got off a shot from the left circle that 
Victor Hedman could not block and Vasilevskiy could not 
stop. Necas had an overtime winner against Tampa last 
season. He did it again Tuesday, and against arguably the 
best defenseman and goalie in the world. 

“After the second period, Roddy came in the locker room and 
just said, ‘Play our game, battle for every puck and it doesn’t 
have to happen in the first shift, it can happen on the last 
one,’ ” Necas said. “We did get it in overtime. Great team 
performance and a good one for us.” 
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Hurricanes vibe check after the Florida trip: Back to business because ‘good teams don’t 
lose 2 games in a row’ 

By Sara Civian  

Ian Cole was very honest after morning skate in Tampa on 
Wednesday, a few days after the Hurricanes took their first 
loss of the season. 

“I don’t think anyone was disillusioned to the fact that we 
were going to win every game of the season, go 82-0. That’s 
just not realistic,” he said. “We knew we were going to lose 
some games, but good teams don’t lose two games in a row. 
Good teams don’t lose three games in a row. 

“We need to stop this right now and get back on the right 
side of things. I think everyone is aware of that and everyone 
has their head in the right place.” 

After a franchise-best season-opening win streak of 9-0-0, 
the Canes’ first loss came against the Panthers, who also 
didn’t have a regulation loss at the time. That was their first 
game without Brett Pesce in the lineup, and goaltender Antti 
Raanta went on to sustain an injury coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said looked like a concussion. Between those two and the 
previous loss of Nino Niederreiter, the injuries are starting to 
pile up. 

That would have been a decent excuse to drop two in a row, 
facing the defending champion Lightning on Tuesday. Right? 

“Good teams, when they go through injuries, still need to 
continue to win hockey games,” Cole said before the game. 
“Everyone needs to step up. Everyone needs to fill those 
holes. No one’s going to step up and be Brett Pesce, but we 
need to step up and play his role. 

“Injuries aren’t an excuse to lose hockey games.” 

After a stronger start than their past few games, holding 
Tampa to three shots in the first period, the Canes ended up 
beating the Lightning in overtime. They’re now 10-1-0 with 
the best goal differential in the league (plus-20) and, in 
addition to the win over the two-time-reigning champs, have 
beaten many of the East’s other contenders, from the 
Islanders to the Maple Leafs to the Bruins. 

There were a few times Tuesday you thought maybe they’d 
give up and take the L. They didn’t score the first goal 
despite a huge shot disparity. They failed to capitalize on a 
5-on-3 in which Andrei Vasilevskiy lost his skate blade. The 
league overturned Brady Skjei’s beauty of an overtime goal 
because Vincent Trocheck was offside. 

And then, noted overtime hero Martin Necas simply scored 
another beauty. 

“In practice yesterday, (Skjei) taught me how to score,” he 
joked. 

Trocheck hand-delivered Skjei a pizza during his postgame 
interview. 

All is well in the world of the Canes. And if you’re going by 
Cole’s standards, the Canes are a good team. 

But what about your standards? We called for a vibe check 
after the game, and here’s what we heard. 

Howard starts us off with facts, the facts and nothing but the 
facts. 

“Epic when needed” is a good phrase. 

To be fair, I’ve deleted a few tweets myself. 

This is one of the strongest takeaways of the game. A good 
response is a good omen, and you could tell they were 
dialed in after Cole’s morning skate comments. 

Hey now, what bothers you about not being able to score on 
a 5-on-3 when the goalie’s skate is essentially off and the 
play isn’t even blown dead? 

A few more notes before we move forward. 

• So, that was the best start in recent memory, and it still 
included a silly early penalty. If you’re fed up with those, you 
aren’t alone. You can at least take solace in the fact that 
Brind’Amour was also so annoyed that this happened. In this 
clip, it looks like an official is asking him why he’s mad at the 
officiating.” I’m not yelling at you guys,” he seems to say. “I’m 
yelling at these guys!” 

• I have been appreciating Andrei Svechnikov’s defensive 
effort lately. I’ve long thought the stick infractions have been 
at least somewhat a result of him trying to do the right thing 
and just needing more practice at the NHL level. Did anyone 
other than Tripp Tracy and me see that play where he 
basically saved a goal against the Lightning due to that stick 
lift? I think he’s getting there. He also had five hits Tuesday. 

• Seth Jarvis had a few more great opportunities last night, 
and I’d argue he drew two penalties (although Natural Stat 
Trick only says one). Though he started on the fourth line, he 
was eventually bumped up and got more ice time than 
Jordan Martinook, Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Listen, I’m not making any promises, but 
the consistency and, for lack of a better word, ease he’s 
shown at the NHL level tell me he’ll be here for more than 
nine games. And by the way, apparently, there are more 
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options than just “he plays nine games and gets sent down 
to Junior” or “he has to make the team,” but these options 
have implications. 

• You always hope Teuvo Teravainen uses his shot against a 
goalie like Vasilevskiy. Partially because it’s just a hell of a 
shot, but mostly because Vasilevskiy won’t be expecting it 
and you need to try to confuse that guy as much as you can. 
The stakes were even higher for Teravainen today because 
it was essentially National Teuvo Day in Finland. “Oh yeah, I 

guess it is,” he said postgame. “I didn’t realize. I guess then 
it’s my dad’s birthday, too. I’ve got to call him now.” 

• Freddie Andersen bounced back fine after getting pulled 
due to a four-goal first period against the Panthers. He saved 
16 out of 17 shots, and, in the process, he became the first 
goalie in Hurricanes/Whalers history to win nine of his first 10 
games played. His bounce-back is probably the most 
important takeaway of all, especially with Raanta’s status 
unknown.
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Upcoming Forecast: Philadelphia and St. Louis 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - After opening the month with three road 
games in Illinois and Florida, the Canes are finally home this 
weekend. 

Hosting contests at PNC Arena on Friday and Saturday, the 
back-to-back encompasses two-thirds of the team's 
November schedule in Raleigh, with the lone other contest 
coming on Thanksgiving Sunday. 

Let's take a look at the opponents coming to town and what 
to watch for: 

Philadelphia Flyers 
Current Record: 6-2-2 

The Flyers will come to town after meeting the Toronto 
Maple Leafs Wednesday night, the beginning of a stretch of 
three games in four nights for them. Friday night in the 
Triangle serving as the first half of a back-to-back that will 
then take them to Dallas on Saturday, Philadelphia has had 
a strong start to their season, earning points in eight of their 
first ten games. 

Captain Claude Giroux and fellow centerman Sean Couturier 
currently pace the team in points, while newcomers Cam 
Atkinson and Derick Brassard have both made strong 
contributions to a retooled Philadelphia lineup. 

Former Nashville Predator and another new addition to the 
Philadelphia lineup, Ryan Ellis, totaled four points in his first 
three games with the team but has been out of the lineup 
due to injury as of late. He may make his return to the lineup 
against the Canes, which adds a little extra dose of 
excitement to the game. 

St. Louis Blues 
Current Record: 8-2-1 

Not long removed from winning the 2019 Stanley Cup, the 
Blues come to town after a successful start to the season of 
their own. The current Central Division leaders, goal scoring 
has been a strong suit of the team thus far, totaling 40 goals 
scored in 11 games played. 

Featuring three players that have over a point-per-game 
during their initial ascension, St. Louis is similar to the Canes 

in the aspect of their depth. Featuring four lines and three 
defensive pairings that can contribute at any moment, the 
contest will also serve as the return to Raleigh for former 
Canes captain Justin Faulk. 

Drafted by the organization in 2010, the now 29-year-old 
defenseman is in his third year with the team after being 
traded in September of 2019. 

What To Watch For: 

Made the decision to come to either, or both of the games? 
Great! We can't wait to see you. 

Here's what else you should keep an eye on when you make 
your way to PNC Arena: 

2021 Stock The Pantry Food Drive 

The Carolina Hurricanes are hosting a Stock the Pantry Food 
Drive presented by Harris Teeter beginning Friday, 
November 12 and continuing through Tuesday, November 
16. All donations will benefit our partner organizations, 
TABLE NC and the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North 
Carolina. All fans who donate two (2) or more non-perishable 
food items can scan a QR code to enter to win one of the 
following prizes: 

 2021-2022 Carolina Hurricanes Team-Signed 
Jersey and $200 Gift Card to Harris Teeter 

 2021- 2022 Carolina Hurricanes Team-Signed Stick 

 Sebastian Aho #20 Autographed Replica Stick 

 Jordan Staal #11 Autographed Puck 

 Andrei Svechnikov #37 Autographed Photo 

Game Warmup Pucks 

Every weekend game the Carolina Hurricanes Foundation 
sells pucks featuring the logo matchup of both teams with the 
name and date on as well. A very cool momento, each puck 
is just $30 with proceeds benefitting the team's charitable 
arm. They can be purchased at the Canes Foundation kiosk 
on the concourse at Section 129. 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 11, 2021 

 

 

 

Super 16: Hurricanes unanimous No. 1, Blue Jackets enter power rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The Carolina Hurricanes are the first unanimous No. 1 in the 
weekly Super 16 power rankings this season.  

The Hurricanes are No. 1 for the second straight week after 
receiving top billing from all 14 participating staff members. 

The Florida Panthers are again No. 2. The Edmonton Oilers 
and St. Louis Blues have changed places, with the Oilers 
moving up to No. 3 and the Blues down to No. 4.  

The Minnesota Wild are up four spots to No. 6 and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets are in the Super 16 this week at No. 
12. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, who got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

  

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (10-1-0) 

Total points: 224 

Last week: No. 1 

The Hurricanes have allowed an NHL-low three goals in the 
third period while scoring 14. They have also scored at least 
one power-play goal in eight of their 11 games. Forward 
Teuvo Teravainen's next goal will be the 100th of his NHL 
career. He has played 460 games. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (10-2-1) 

Total points: 204 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers have lost two consecutive games in regulation, 
4-3 at the New York Rangers on Monday and 7-3 at the New 
Jersey Devils on Tuesday, after starting the season with 
points in 11 straight. Forward Sam Bennett returned to the 
lineup against the Devils after missing four games with an 
upper-body injury. 

3. EDMONTON OILERS (9-2-0) 

Total points: 190 

Last week: No. 4 

Connor McDavid has scored points in each of the Oilers' 11 
games this season. He is tied with teammate Leon Draisaitl 
for the NHL lead with 23 points (nine goals, 14 assists). 
Draisaitl has 10 goals and 13 assists. He has points in nine 
of Edmonton's 11 games. 

4. ST. LOUIS BLUES (8-2-1) 

Total points: 177 

Last week: No. 3 

Special teams have been a big factor in their early-season 
success. St. Louis is the only NHL team that's top five on the 
power play (second, 33.3 percent) and penalty kill (tied for 
third, 88.9 percent). 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (7-2-3) 

Total points: 158 

Last week: No. 5 

The Flames had a plus-21 goal differential (38-17), went 9-
for-34 (26.5 percent) on the power play and 28-for-30 (90.0 
percent) on the penalty kill, and goalie Jacob Markstrom was 
5-0-3 with four shutouts during Calgary's 10-game point 
streak (7-0-3) that ended with a 4-1 loss to the San Jose 
Sharks on Tuesday.  

6. MINNESOTA WILD (9-3-0) 

Total points: 144 

Last week: No. 10 

The Wild have allowed the first goal in seven of their 12 
games. They are 5-2-0 in those games. Minnesota also is 4-
0-0 in games when it was tied entering the third period. 

7. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (6-3-3) 

Total points: 135 

Last week: No. 7 

The Lightning have allowed four goals in the first period, 
second in the NHL behind the New York Islanders (three). 
But they've allowed 19 in the third, last entering Wednesday. 

8. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (6-2-4) 

Total points: 129 

Last week: No. 6 
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Alex Ovechkin leads the NHL with 11 goals, and the 36-year-
old forward is third in scoring with 21 points. He is tied with 
Hockey Hall of Fame forward Brett Hull for fourth in NHL 
history with 741 goals. 

9. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (6-3-2) 

Total points: 103 

Last week: No. 11  

The Flyers have scored the first goal in seven of their 11 
games. They are 6-0-1 in those games. Their ability to score 
first this season is greatly improved from last season, when 
they did so in 23 of 56 games (41.1 percent). 

10. WINNIPEG JETS (6-3-3) 

Total points: 79 

Last week: No. 8 

Kyle Connor has scored points in nine of the Jets' 12 games. 
The forward is fourth in the NHL with 17 points (nine goals, 
eight assists) and is tied with Ovechkin and Detroit Red 
Wings forward Tyler Bertuzzi for the NHL lead with eight 
even-strength goals. 

11. NEW YORK RANGERS (7-3-3) 

Total points: 77 

Last week: No. 9 

Left wing Chris Kreider leads the NHL with six power-play 
goals. That's one more than Kreider, center Mika Zibanejad 
and left wing Artemi Panarin have combined to score at 5-
on-5. Goalie Igor Shesterkin has been arguably New York's 
best player, going 6-2-2 with a 2.37 goals-against average, 
.931 save percentage and one shutout. 

12. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (7-3-0) 

Total points: 53 

Last week: NR 

The Blue Jackets are 4-0-0 in games decided after the third 
period (3-0 in overtime and 1-0 in the shootout). It's one of 
their biggest improvements from last season, when they 
were 6-12 in such games (3-9 in overtime, 3-3 in the 
shootout). 

13. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (5-3-2) 

Total points: 52 

Last week: No. 12 

The Islanders have allowed an NHL-low three goals in the 
first period. They have three more road games left before 
their home opener against the Flames at UBS Arena on Nov. 
20. 

14. BOSTON BRUINS (6-4-0) 

Total points: 46 

Last week: No. 14 

The Bruins are 5-0-0 at home and 1-4-0 on the road. A big 
difference in the home and road split is special teams. At 
home, the Bruins are 35.3 percent (6-for-17) on the power 

play and 89.5 percent (17-for-19) on the penalty kill. On the 
road, they're 14.3 percent with the man-advantage (2-for-14) 
and 68.8 percent (11-for-16) on the PK. 

15. SAN JOSE SHARKS (7-4-1) 

Total points: 34 

Last week: No. 15 

Jonathan Dahlen has scored three goals in his past four 
games. The forward's six goals are tied with Red Wings 
forward Lucas Raymond for the lead among rookies, and 
Dahlen leads all first-year players with two game-winning 
goals. Defenseman Brent Burns has scored eight points (one 
goal, seven assists) during an active five-game point scoring 
streak. He had three assists in San Jose's first seven games. 

16. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (8-5-1) 

Total points: 23 

Last week: No. 16 

Forwards Mitchell Marner and John Tavares each had a six-
game point streak end Wednesday in a 3-0 win at the Flyers. 
Marner was held without a point against Philadelphia; he 
scored 12 points (three goals, nine assists) during his streak. 
Tavares did not play against the Flyers because of an 
undisclosed injury; he scored 10 points (six goals, four 
assists) during his streak. Goalie Petr Mrazek is out at least 
another three weeks with a groin injury.  

Others receiving points: Colorado Avalanche 21, Anaheim 
Ducks 18, Vegas Golden Knights 13, New Jersey Devils 11, 
Los Angeles Kings 7, Pittsburgh Penguins 4, Detroit Red 
Wings 2 

Dropped out: Avalanche (No. 13) 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 
12. San Jose Sharks; 13. Columbus Blue Jackets; 14. New 
York Rangers; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16. Anaheim Ducks 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Edmonton Oilers; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 16. Toronto Maple Leafs 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Edmonton Oilers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. Columbus 
Blue Jackets; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
Anaheim Ducks; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. San Jose 
Sharks; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. New York Rangers; 
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14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Edmonton Oilers; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Columbus Blue Jackets; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. New York Rangers; 11. New 
Jersey Devils; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. San Jose Sharks; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. New York 
Islanders 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. New York Rangers; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Columbus Blue Jackets; 
14. San Jose Sharks; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. St. 
Louis Blues; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 14. 
San Jose Sharks; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Anaheim 
Ducks 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. New York Islanders; 10. San Jose Sharks; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Columbus Blue Jackets; 
14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Toronto Maple Leafs 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. St. Louis Blues; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Anaheim Ducks; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Washington 
Capitals; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Philadelphia Flyers; 12. 
New York Rangers; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 14. New York 
Islanders; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Vegas Golden Knights 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. St. 
Louis Blues; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Washington Capitals; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Winnipeg 
Jets; 12. Columbus Blue Jackets; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. San Jose Sharks; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. Minnesota 
Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Washington Capitals; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Columbus Blue Jackets; 11. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 
16. Anaheim Ducks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. Philadelphia Flyers; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Columbus Blue Jackets; 11. 
New York Rangers; 12. San Jose Sharks; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Toronto Maple Leafs 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
New Jersey Devils 
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Carolina hosts Philadelphia after overtime win 

Philadelphia Flyers (6-3-2, fifth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-1-0, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -156, Flyers 
+130; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts the Philadelphia Flyers after 
the Hurricanes knocked off Tampa Bay 2-1 in overtime. 

The Hurricanes are 2-0-0 against division opponents. 
Carolina ranks seventh in the Eastern Conference with 33.4 
shots per game and is averaging 3.7 goals. 

The Flyers are 1-0-1 against the rest of their division. 
Philadelphia averages 10.4 penalty minutes per game, the 
eighth-most in the league. Nate Thompson leads the team 
serving 29 total minutes. 

The matchup Friday is the first meeting of the season 
between the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov leads the 
Hurricanes with seven goals, adding eight assists and 
totaling 15 points. Sebastian Aho has five goals over the last 
10 games for Carolina. 

Cam Atkinson leads the Flyers with a plus-eight in 11 games 
this season. Sean Couturier has five goals and five assists 
over the last 10 games for Philadelphia. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-1-0, averaging 3.5 goals, 
6.3 assists, 5.2 penalties and 11.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.7 goals per game with a .940 save percentage. 

Flyers: 6-3-1, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.7 assists, 4.1 penalties 
and 10.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals per game 
with a .935 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (upper 
body), Brett Pesce: out (undisclosed). 

Flyers: Ryan Ellis: out (lower-body). 
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Hurricanes Prospect Profile: Domenick Fensore 

By Matthew Somma  

Thanks to a Twitter poll, I’ll be talking about Domenick 
Fensore this week. Originally, the plan was to break down 
Alexander Pashin’s game, but after watching 15 minutes of 
fuzzy and choppy camera feeds, I had to stop myself. 
Instead, we’re going to have some fun and talk about 
Fensore’s game and why he’s one of the players that I love 
to watch the most.  

Skating 

Fensore is an offensive defenseman and one that does his 
best work in the offensive zone a lot of the time. I’m talking 
about his skating first, however, because without his elite 
skating ability, it would be difficult to see how Fensore got to 
this point. I would argue with near 100% certainty that 
Fensore is the best skater in the Hurricanes’ pipeline. His 
straight line speed, edge work, acceleration, balance and 
backwards skating are all near perfect.  

Fensore is a much better skater than the majority of his 
competition at the NCAA level, giving him an advantage in 
the offensive zone as well as in transition. In fact, it’s difficult 
to stop Fensore when he’s carrying the puck. Combine his 
speed with the fact that he’s a lot stronger on the puck than 
he looks, and you have one of the best puck handlers in the 
entire NCAA.  

Fensore’s skating is a major factor in his game, and it’s a big 
reason as to why he has gotten to this point. As a 
defenseman that stands at 5-foot-9, he has to be an elite 
skater in order to keep up in all three zones. Because of his 
skating, Fensore is great on the back check and creates 
turnovers after catching up to an attacking player and 
stealing the puck from him. Fensore’s transition defense still 
needs some work as his size does limit his reach, but he is 
quick enough to make up the lost ground and prevent a high 
danger scoring chance. 

Fensore’s edge work is clean and looks almost effortless. 
Watching him man the point on a power play is a sight to 
behold because of the poise and confidence that oozes out 
of him as he works to move the puck around and spread out 
the defense. Simply put, Fensore’s skating is a a difference 
maker in his game and something that could propel him to an 
NHL role down the line. 

Hockey Sense 

Fensore is one of the smartest players on the ice whenever 
he’s out there, particularly in the offensive zone. He knows 
when to move the puck, where his teammates will be and 
where there are gaps in defensive coverage. He’s skilled 
enough to act on these moments, too. The fact that Fensore 
can analyze the play at top speed and act on it in time makes 

him a dangerous offensive threat that a lot of college 
defenses struggle with. Even if his teammates aren’t scoring 
off of the plays that Fensore creates, he’s still a threat.  

Mix Fensore’s high-end hockey sense with his elite skating 
ability and fast-paced offense, and you get a player that can 
be deadly manning the point in the offensive zone. Very few 
players have the smarts that Fensore has while also being 
as fast as he is, and fewer players are able to react to a 
change as quickly as Fensore can.  

Offensive Play 

Fensore should be dictating the play when he’s in the 
offensive zone. And when he has the puck, he is. Fensore is 
a playmaking threat that consistently sets up one-time 
chances or shots that pull the goalie out of position. As I’ve 
said before, Fensore can spread out defenses and leave 
teammates wide open for scoring chances. He’s also a threat 
in transition due to his skating, so when he makes a pass, 
he’s already ahead of the defense and his teammate can 
reap the rewards of a perfect cross ice feed. 

What frustrates me about Fensore’s usage is that he has all 
of the talent in the world and yet Boston University refuses to 
run its power play through him. Sure, he’ll get the bulk of the 
minutes, but instead of quarterbacking the unit, they’d rather 
have their forwards take control. That can work in some 
systems, but when your team lacks scoring depth, you 
should probably run it through one of your best offensive 
players. Fensore could be a menace both on the power play 
and at even strength if BU’s coaches would let him pick apart 
defenses like I know he can.  

There’s not a lot to complain about with regards to Fensore’s 
offensive game. I’d argue that while he’s not perfect, his 
offensive game is right on track for where it needs to be if he 
is to make it in the NHL someday. The hockey sense and 
skating ability mixed with his natural playmaking talent and 
vision on the ice could make him a top contributor on the 
blue line in the future. 

Areas for Improvement 

Fensore’s reach and size can’t be improved upon because 
that’s out of his control. What he can improve upon, 
however, is his defensive positioning and his overall 
movement in the defensive zone. Fensore can get caught 
out of position a lot of times, leading to good offensive 
chances and the occasional goal. He’ll need to continue to 
improve on his positioning in the defensive zone, knowing 
when to move into certain areas of the ice and when to relent 
on the attack.  
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His aggressiveness is usually a good thing when it comes to 
defending, but it does get him out of position when a player 
with strong skating skills gets matched up with Fensore. 
Improving on that will help Fensore’s overall defensive game, 
but that’s not all I’d like to see. I’d like to see Fensore 
continue to work on his transition defense. When he has to 
defend either one on one or on odd man rushes, his 
weaknesses can be exposed.  

Players can occasionally skate around Fensore in one on 
one scenarios, allowing for better offensive chances. He also 
needs to work on defending the pass on odd man rushes as 
opposed to playing the shooter, which is something that you 
can easily teach.  

Summary 

Fensore has elite skills in the offensive zone along with elite 
skating and hockey sense. The rest of his game is very raw 
and will need improvement before he can make it to the 
NHL, but I believe that he can. He’ll likely need his senior 
season in college plus a few AHL seasons to adapt to the 

pro game first, but the path to the NHL is almost never linear. 
It’s going to take some patience and development, but 
Fensore could be a top power play contributor for the 
Hurricanes once he reaches the NHL.  

In recent years, we’ve seen the Hurricanes swing for the 
fences at the draft, taking players with high upside that carry 
a bit of risk with them. Fensore is one of those players. There 
are plenty of risks aside from just his size, but the reward is 
well worth it if Fensore makes it to the NHL. As for his NHL 
upside, I could see Fensore playing on the second pairing 
and getting plenty of power play time while reaching 30-40 
points a season if he reaches his ceiling. 

I have the utmost faith in the Hurricanes’ developmental and 
coaching staff to get the most out of Fensore and help him 
reach the NHL. If Fensore makes it to the NHL, he’ll quickly 
become a fan favorite due to his exciting style of play and 
dynamic offense. The Hurricanes’ future is bright and 
Fensore could be a very exciting part of that future. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: There’s a Log Jam in the Middle 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 20 Points (10-1-0) 

The Carolina Hurricanes came out of their three-game road 
trip in great shape with a 2-1-0 record over the last week, 
which culminated with the Canes' first overtime experience 
against the Lightning. Right before the road trip started the 
Canes lost Nino Niederreiter to a lower-body injury. The 
Canes struggled early trying to replace him, having to come 
back against the bottom-dwelling Arizona Coyotes and 
Chicago Blackhawks, and they were never close against the 
Florida Panthers. 

The Canes' initial replacement strategy was to move Jordan 
Martinook to the top line and shuffle the middle six with Seth 
Jarvis on the bottom line. They would then have to switch 
lines midway through the game to try to generate offense. 
The Canes looked much better Tuesday night with the 
traditional lines of Steven Lorentz on the third line and 
Martinook on the fourth line with Derek Stepan and Jarvis. 
Jarvis has also shuffled up and down the lineup throughout 
the night with him seeing time with Vincent Trocheck and 
Martin Necas.  

The Hurricanes have also been without Brett Pesce since the 
Blackhawks game, where he crashed into the boards. The 
Canes have used Brendan Smith on the third line which has 
also forced Tony DeAngelo into the second pairing. Smith’s 
first two games have been rough. His 36.3% Corsi is 17.8% 
lower than anyone else on the team, with an astounding -
26.1% relative Corsi. The Canes need to hope that Pesce 
can come back soon or even look at an AHL replacement if 
he doesn’t improve soon.  

2. New York Rangers: 17 Points (7-3-3) 

On Monday night, the New York Rangers handed the Florida 
Panthers their first regulation loss despite being outshot 45-
18. The Rangers were able to score shorthanded, at even 
strength and on the powerplay. The Rangers have been led 
by Adam Fox who was the shorthanded goal scorer. This 
was Fox’s third goal of the season who is more of a 
playmaker from the blue line than a goal scorer. He also has 
10 assists on the season. His 13 points are tied for the lead 
on the team with Artemi Panarin. 

What is surprising is that Panarin has one fewer goal this 
season than Fox. The Rangers leading goal scorer is Chris 
Kreider, whose nine goals is more than double any other 
player on the Rangers. Kreider has blown away the rest of 
the team in goal scoring with Mika Zibanejad second with 
four goals and four players tied with three goals. This also 
shows that the Rangers have a surprisingly balanced attack, 
something that no one was expecting with their top-heavy 
attack of recent years.  

3. Washington Capitals: 16 Points (6-2-4) 

The Buffalo Sabres were just what the doctor ordered on 
Monday. The Washington Capitals ended their three-game 
slide when they beat the Buffalo Sabres Monday night. The 
Capitals have a 2-3-0 record since they have been without 
T.J. Oshie with their two wins coming against the Arizona 
Coyotes and the Sabres. Oshie is still rated as week to week 

but hopes they can get some reinforcements back with the 
return of Nicklas Backstrom. Backstrom has been eligible to 
return from IR since Saturday but has yet to return to the ice 
for the Caps. 

The injuries for the Caps have created some interesting 
callups that lead to an all-rookie line in their last game. The 
line consisted of Axel Jonsson-Fjallby, Connor McMichael 
and Brett Leason. Jonsson-Fjallby was originally drafted by 
the Capitals in 2016 and earlier this season spent a week 
with the Sabres after he was claimed on waivers. After visa 
complications, he was again claimed by the Capitals which 
has now culminated in his NHL debut Monday.  

4. Philadelphia Flyers: 14 Points (6-2-2) 

The Flyers have been inconsistent this season. Nothing 
shows this more than losing to the Penguins without their 
head coach and multiple starters and then beating the 
Washington Capitals the very next day. The Flyers have 
been led by their goaltending with the fourth-best goals 
against per game. Carter Hart has led the team in starts with 
seven so far this season with a 3-2-2 record and a .926 GAA. 
More surprisingly backup goaltender, Martin Jones, has been 
3-0-0 with a team-leading .950 save percentage. Jones has 
only let up five goals against in 100 shots faced. 

While their 6-2-2 start is stronger than they had hoped and 
have been led by their second-place 103.6 PDO behind only 
the Hurricanes. However, unlike the Hurricanes, their 
underlying numbers aren’t great. They only have a 49% 
Corsi and 47% expected goals for which points to them 
being outplayed regularly but still winning games. The 
Hurricanes still maintain a 54.4% Corsi and a 53.38% goals 
for showing that they have a better formula for sustained 
success.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 14 Points (7-3-0) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets continue with their injury 
struggles. First, they lost Max Domi last week and now they 
lost Patrik Laine for four to six weeks with an oblique injury. 
This puts even more of an emphasis on rookie Yegor 
Chinakov. Chinakov was already elevated in the lineup to 
replace Domi and recorded his first NHL points Saturday with 
a two-assist performance against the Colorado Avalanche. 
That game also saw him hit a career-high of ice time in 
16:19. That was over four minutes more than he had played 
in any game previously. 

The Blue Jackets are hoping that Jack Roslovic can pick up 
the pace to return to where he was last season. Last season, 
his first in Columbus, he had 12 goals and 34 points in 48 
games played. This season he has only recorded three 
assists in 10 games and only one assist in his last nine. He 
has now been demoted to the third line behind Boone Jenner 
and Cole Sillinger and plays on a line with Gregory Hofmann 
and Kevin Stenlund. This has also come with a reduction in 
ice time by about four minutes per game from when he 
started the season.  
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6. New Jersey Devils: 14 Points (6-3-2) 

The New Jersey Devils received bad news on Monday when 
they learned the Miles Wood will have to undergo surgery for 
a hip injury which will likely keep him out for the season. 
Wood tried to rehab from his hip injury but with no progress, 
he will have to have to go the surgery route. Wood suffered 
an injury in preseason that was initially reported as “bumps 
and bruises.” Last season he had 17 goals and 25 points 
over 55 games. His 17 goals tied for most of the team with 
Pavel Zacha and his 25 points ranked fifth.  

The Devils did get their starting goaltender Mackenzie 
Blackwood back. In two games he has a 1-0-1 record and 
posted a 35 save win last night against the Florida Panthers. 
The Devils are hoping that they can get some stability in net 
and have already used four goalies in 12 games relying 
heavily on Jonathan Bernier. With Blackwood returning, the 
Devils waived Scott Wedgewood who was claimed by the 
Arizona Coyotes last week. The Devils were also able to 
return Nico Daws to the AHL. Now the Devils can actually 
use the two goalies they were expecting to use during the 
offseason. 

7. New York Islanders: 12 Points (5-3-2) 

The New York Islanders got backup goaltender Semyon 
Varlamov back from an undisclosed injury on Sunday. The 
Islanders lost his season debut by a score of 5-2 but with 
Varlamov only letting up three goals on 37 shot attempts. 
This was the Islander's first loss since the second game of 
the season and ends a seven-game point streak. Even in the 
loss, the Islanders should be happy with the Russian backup 
who still earned a .919 SV%. The person who benefits the 
most from Varlamov’s return is starter Ilya Sorokin who 
started the first nine games of the season.  

The Islanders are also on the home stretch of their season-
opening road trip with only three games remaining before 
opening their brand-new UBS Arena. They have a record 5-
3-2 record but have a tough schedule to end the trip with a 
back-to-back set against the Florida Panthers and Tampa 
Bay Lightning. They currently sit two points behind a three-
way tie for third place in the division and eight points behind 
the Canes for the division lead. They hope to still stay in 
striking distance come the end of next week.  

8. Pittsburgh Penguins: 12 Points (4-3-4) 

The Penguins are currently last in the division in large part 
due to the fact they haven’t been able to field even close to 
their full lineup. The Penguins have lost 10 players to COVID 
protocol and their head coach Mike Sullivan for multiple 
games. They have now lost two-straight games in a shootout 
and have a 1-3-2 record in their last six games. This finally 
seems to be the bridge too far for them to handle with roster 
losses. For years they have been able to overcome injuries 
to Sidney Crosby and Evgeny Malkin, but now they currently 
sit four points out of third place with four teams between 
themselves and an automatic playoff position. 

It is reasonable to believe that the Penguins will recover and 
be able to make up the room they lost in the division. It is 
early in the season, but with only four regulation and 
overtime wins, they are going to lose any standings 
tiebreaker currently in the Eastern Conference and could 
really come into play down the stretch. Over the last few 
seasons of the Metropolitan Division, the difference between 
home ice in the first round and the second wild-card position 
has only been separated by less than four points. 
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About Last Night: Hanging Tough 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes took care of business in overtime, 
and then did it again, Tuesday night in Tampa, beating the 
defending champs 2-1 thanks to a Martin Necas winner.  

The Canes played a fairly complete game of hockey but 
couldn’t get anything past Andrei Vasilevskiy in the early 
going, sticking with it to tie the game midway through the 
third and get the overtime win. 

Some takeaways from a very positive performance Tuesday 
night: 

Deja vu, all over again 

After the Canes tied the game and forced overtime midway 
through the third period on a picturesque power-play goal 
from Teuvo Teravainen, it looked like Carolina had won 
things a minute and a half into overtime on a rocket from 
Brady Skjei.  

Skjei carried the puck into the zone and unleashed a nasty 
writster past Vasilevskiy, with the Canes celebrating a hard-
fought two points in Tampa. It was not meant to be, however, 
as a league-initiated review ruled that Vincent Trocheck was 
offside on the play, and the hockey continued.  

But no worries, the Canes did it again a few minutes later, 
and this time it counted. Necas beat Vasilevskiy with a great 
individual effort, patiently skating through the offensive zone 
and waiting for his window around Victor Hedman to send 
the Canes back to Raleigh with a victory. 

“We just try to forget about it like nothing happened and just 
play our game,” Necas said. “It’s a huge win for us to bounce 
back after the Florida game. Now we’ll just focus on the next 
one.” 

Tuesday night’s overtime happenings were a great thing for 
the Canes, who battled through a frustrating game to win not 
once, but twice in overtime. Carolina showed resilience 
throughout the night, and it paid off.  

“I think that was one of the key takeaways for me,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “To fight back and feel like you win 
it and then get ‘nope, you didn’t.’ It says a lot about the 
group. They literally just shook it off, better than I did. They 
were like ‘ok, let’s play a little bit more.’ It was a real positive 
game for us.” 

Hanging tough 

It took the Hurricanes 49 minutes and 56 seconds Tuesday 
night to score a goal, as the 2019 Vezina and 2021 Conn 
Smythe winner Vasilevskiy was as good as ever in Tampa’s 
net.  

The Canes weren’t short on chances, out-shooting the 
Lightning 31-18 and 22-11 over the first two periods, but 
Vasilevskiy was up to the task on everything. Tampa did a 
good job of forcing Carollina to take shots from outside, a big 
part in the Canes’ inability to get one in, but Vasilevskiy was 
also very good.  

Through two periods, the Canes had 1.77 expected goals 
and finished regulation with 2.53. Carolina had seven high-

danger chances for in regulation and just the one goal, while 
also going 0 for 4 on its first four power plays of the night.  

“It’s always frustrating when you’re playing a pretty good 
game, you’re doing what we asked and getting some pretty 
good looks,” Brind’Amour said. “He was making some big 
saves. It was good to keep going. Keep sticking with it...I 
thought the guys just kept playing hard all night.” 

But the Canes hung in there and kept sticking with it, as 
Brind’Amour said, and it paid off in the end. The final power 
play was a great one, as the Canes put a textbook man-
advantage goal past Vasilevskiy, with Andrei Svechnikov 
getting a puck in deep to Trocheck, who delivered a perfect 
cross-crease pass to Teravainen. 

As it showed in the overtime weirdness, Carolina also 
showed in regulation how resilient this group is. The Canes 
played the better game but weren’t getting the results on the 
scoresheet, a frustrating truth of playing against one of the 
game’s best goalies.  

But Carolina stuck with it, and the result in the end was 
exactly what the Canes wanted it to be: two points.  

“He’s a great goalie,” Teravainen said. “We know that. 
Everybody knows that. He played a great game. We’ve just 
got to put the pucks at him and create some traffic. We got a 
5-on-3 and he lost his skate blade or whatever, and we still 
couldn’t get a shot past him. It was a good thing we got a 
couple, and it was a big win.” 

Don’t forget about the guy on the other end of the ice 

It can be exhausting for opposing fans to keep hearing about 
Vasilevskiy’s greatness, and while the Lightning netminder 
made more saves due to more shots against Tuesday night, 
Frederik Andersen was as good over in the other net.  

Andersen stopped 17 of 18 shots against, turning away all 
four high-danger shots and all seven mid-danger shots he 
faced. The Lightning played under its expected goal total, 
with Andersen turning 1.45 xGA into just one goal against.  

“Every win this year that he’s played in, he’s had a major 
impact in the game,” Brind’Amour said. “That says a lot 
about him. Tonight was the perfect example. We were 
playing a good game, real good. If they get another one, who 
knows what happens there. He held us in there, for sure.” 

Andersen faced only 18 shots and didn’t have to make 30-
plus saves to get the Canes to win, but he was exceptional 
when he needed to be Tuesday night. Not only did Andersen 
stop the routine, he also made some pretty exceptional 
saves to keep Carolina afloat in Tampa.  

Exhibit A: 

Andersen has been sensational for the Canes this year, and 
he was sensational once again Tuesday night in a huge, 
marquee win for the team.  
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Wrapping Up 

The Canes played a really, really strong game in Tampa, and 
grinded out a win late after a night of some frustrating 
hockey.  

It was a great rebound win for the team following the dud in 
Sunrise on Saturday, and it finished up the road trip with a 
much better taste in the mouth.  

Now the Canes come back home for a back-to-back Friday 
and Saturday against the Flyers and the Blues.  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255698451.html 

https://theathletic.com/2943516/2021/11/10/hurricanes-vibe-check-after-the-florida-trip-back-to-business-because-good-teams-dont-lose-2-games-
in-a-row/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/upcoming-forecast-philadelphia-and-st-louis/c-327788764 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-11/c-327796930 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-philadelphia-philadelphia-flyers-d3911e01284843f582ebf7ab0882f921 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/11/22775399/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-domenick-fensore  

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/10/22773718/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-theres-a-log-jam-in-the-middle  
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/10/22774367/about-last-night-hanging-tough 
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Amid college basketball hoopla, Hurricanes outplayed one of the NHL’s 
best goalies 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It didn’t have the glitz of Mike Krzyzewski starting his last coaching ride at 
Duke, with New York’s Madison Square Garden the backdrop. 

It didn’t draw the attention of Hubert Davis beginning his first season as 
head coach at North Carolina or have a national ESPN presence such as 
N.C. State’s women’s team hosting No. 1 South Carolina in its opener. 

But while college basketball was cranking up Tuesday, the Carolina 
Hurricanes, the state’s best major-league team, was winning a pretty big 
hockey game. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning has been the NHL standard the past two 
seasons, which each ended with Tampa Bay the Stanley Cup champion. 
The Hurricanes went into Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida, skated with 
the champs, rallied in the third period and eventually won in overtime, 2-
1. 

“It’s nice to get that one,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “I thought the guys just kept playing hard all night. It was a great 

goaltending performance for both teams. It was a pretty exciting game for 
a relatively low-scoring game.” 

Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy was at his best much of the night. 
So was the Frederik Andersen, who now has started 10 of Carolina’s 11 
games as the Canes have built a 10-1-0 record and hold the lead in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

It was the first overtime game of the season for the Hurricanes and they 
scored twice in the extra period. The first goal, by defenseman Brady 
Skjei, didn’t count when a review determined there was offsides on the 
play. The second, by Martin Necas, did count. 

That the Canes were able to hold their composure after the Skjei goal 
was disallowed, that they found a way to again beat Vasilevskiy and win 
the game, was Brind’Amour’s top takeaway from the game. 

“To fight back and tie it and feel like you win it and then get ‘Nope, you 
didn’t, you’ll have to do it again,’ I feel like says a lot about the group,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They literally just shook it off, better than I did. They 
were just like, ‘OK, let’s play a little bit more.’ It was a real positive game 
for us.” 

The Canes trailed 1-0 in the third period but pulled even on a neatly 
executed power play, as Teuvo Teravainen smoked a shot past 
Vasilevskiy off a Vincent Trocheck setup pass. It was the only power-play 
score of the game as Tampa Bay went 0-4 and was held to one power-
play shot. 
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In a 5-2 loss Saturday against the Florida Panthers, the Canes were 
burned for three power-play scores -- in the first period. Their penalty 
killing was on point Tuesday. 

“We learned,” Skjei said. “Last game, we gave up a few too many seam 
passes and that was kind of a big emphasis for us (Tuesday). and we did 
a great job. We were really aggressive, which is our strength for sure. We 
got in shot-blocking lanes. It was really good outing by our penalty kill.” 

The Canes botched a lengthy 5-on-3 power play in the second, failing to 
score even after Vasilevskiy lost a skate blade. 

“Usually that’s the kiss of death when you don’t score on a 5-on-3,” 
Tampa Bay captain Steven Stamkos said to the media. “We definitely 
built some momentum off that. That was a pretty inspiring shift for the 
guys who were out there.” 

But the Canes converted in the third after a goaltender interference call 
against Stamkos that left the Lightning salty. Stamkos believed he was 
pushed into Andersen but the end result was a 1-1 tie with 10 minutes 
left in regulation. 

In the overtime, Necas got off a shot from the left circle that Victor 
Hedman could not block and Vasilevskiy could not stop. Necas had an 
overtime winner against Tampa last season. He did it again Tuesday, 
and against arguably the best defenseman and goalie in the world. 

“After the second period, Roddy came in the locker room and just said, 
‘Play our game, battle for every puck and it doesn’t have to happen in the 
first shift, it can happen on the last one,’ ” Necas said. “We did get it in 
overtime. Great team performance and a good one for us.” 
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Hurricanes vibe check after the Florida trip: Back to business because 
‘good teams don’t lose 2 games in a row’ 

 

By Sara Civian Nov 10, 2021 65  

 

Ian Cole was very honest after morning skate in Tampa on Wednesday, 
a few days after the Hurricanes took their first loss of the season. 

“I don’t think anyone was disillusioned to the fact that we were going to 
win every game of the season, go 82-0. That’s just not realistic,” he said. 
“We knew we were going to lose some games, but good teams don’t lose 
two games in a row. Good teams don’t lose three games in a row. 

“We need to stop this right now and get back on the right side of things. I 
think everyone is aware of that and everyone has their head in the right 
place.” 

After a franchise-best season-opening win streak of 9-0-0, the Canes’ 
first loss came against the Panthers, who also didn’t have a regulation 
loss at the time. That was their first game without Brett Pesce in the 
lineup, and goaltender Antti Raanta went on to sustain an injury coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said looked like a concussion. Between those two and 
the previous loss of Nino Niederreiter, the injuries are starting to pile up. 

That would have been a decent excuse to drop two in a row, facing the 
defending champion Lightning on Tuesday. Right? 

“Good teams, when they go through injuries, still need to continue to win 
hockey games,” Cole said before the game. “Everyone needs to step up. 
Everyone needs to fill those holes. No one’s going to step up and be 
Brett Pesce, but we need to step up and play his role. 

“Injuries aren’t an excuse to lose hockey games.” 

After a stronger start than their past few games, holding Tampa to three 
shots in the first period, the Canes ended up beating the Lightning in 
overtime. They’re now 10-1-0 with the best goal differential in the league 
(plus-20) and, in addition to the win over the two-time-reigning champs, 
have beaten many of the East’s other contenders, from the Islanders to 
the Maple Leafs to the Bruins. 

There were a few times Tuesday you thought maybe they’d give up and 
take the L. They didn’t score the first goal despite a huge shot disparity. 
They failed to capitalize on a 5-on-3 in which Andrei Vasilevskiy lost his 
skate blade. The league overturned Brady Skjei’s beauty of an overtime 
goal because Vincent Trocheck was offside. 

And then, noted overtime hero Martin Necas simply scored another 
beauty. 

MARTY NECAS CALLED GAME!! PIC.TWITTER.COM/H65GJH7FSC 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

“In practice yesterday, (Skjei) taught me how to score,” he joked. 

Trocheck hand-delivered Skjei a pizza during his postgame interview. 

All is well in the world of the Canes. And if you’re going by Cole’s 
standards, the Canes are a good team. 

But what about your standards? We called for a vibe check after the 
game, and here’s what we heard. 

WE WON AFTER WE LOST, THAT’S IMPROVEMENT. 

— HOWIE HANDORF (@HHANDORF) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

Howard starts us off with facts, the facts and nothing but the facts. 

VIBE IS CHILL & RELIEVED THAT THE NON GOAL BY SKJEI DIDN’T 
BECOME A FULL ON DAGGER & TAMPA SCORES. I THINK THE 
VIBE IS GUTSY,  ✨ 

CANES DIDN’T FOLD, THEY WENT TO WORK, DIDN’T SULK. 
ANDERSON WAS EPIC WHEN NEEDED. #LETSGOCANES 

— LETS GO CANES.COM (@LGC_COM) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

“Epic when needed” is a good phrase. 

I WAS ALL SET TO HAVE A “THIS TWEET HAS BEEN DELETED” 
VIBE CHECK BUT THEN NECAS TOOK CARE OF THAT. 

— GERRY HINTERMEISTER (@GHINTERM) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

To be fair, I’ve deleted a few tweets myself. 

BIGGEST DIFFERENCE IN BACK TO BACK GAMES I CAN 
REMEMBER. SO IMPRESSIVE. 

— BUTCH WORLEY (@BUTCHWORLEY) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

This is one of the strongest takeaways of the game. A good response is 
a good omen, and you could tell they were dialed in after Cole’s morning 
skate comments. 

LOVED EVERYTHING ABOUT THE GAME EXCEPT THE 
POWERPLAY 

— TUNA (@THELITTLETUNA) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

Hey now, what bothers you about not being able to score on a 5-on-3 
when the goalie’s skate is essentially off and the play isn’t even blown 
dead? 

A few more notes before we move forward. 

• So, that was the best start in recent memory, and it still included a silly 
early penalty. If you’re fed up with those, you aren’t alone. You can at 
least take solace in the fact that Brind’Amour was also so annoyed that 
this happened. In this clip, it looks like an official is asking him why he’s 
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mad at the officiating.” I’m not yelling at you guys,” he seems to say. “I’m 
yelling at these guys!” 

  PIC.TWITTER.COM/UFLAB8HZY2 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

• I have been appreciating Andrei Svechnikov’s defensive effort lately. 
I’ve long thought the stick infractions have been at least somewhat a 
result of him trying to do the right thing and just needing more practice at 
the NHL level. Did anyone other than Tripp Tracy and me see that play 
where he basically saved a goal against the Lightning due to that stick 
lift? I think he’s getting there. He also had five hits Tuesday. 

• Seth Jarvis had a few more great opportunities last night, and I’d argue 
he drew two penalties (although Natural Stat Trick only says one). 
Though he started on the fourth line, he was eventually bumped up and 
got more ice time than Jordan Martinook, Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Listen, I’m not making any promises, but the 
consistency and, for lack of a better word, ease he’s shown at the NHL 
level tell me he’ll be here for more than nine games. And by the way, 
apparently, there are more options than just “he plays nine games and 
gets sent down to Junior” or “he has to make the team,” but these options 
have implications. 

• You always hope Teuvo Teravainen uses his shot against a goalie like 
Vasilevskiy. Partially because it’s just a hell of a shot, but mostly because 
Vasilevskiy won’t be expecting it and you need to try to confuse that guy 
as much as you can. The stakes were even higher for Teravainen today 
because it was essentially National Teuvo Day in Finland. “Oh yeah, I 
guess it is,” he said postgame. “I didn’t realize. I guess then it’s my dad’s 
birthday, too. I’ve got to call him now.” 

• Freddie Andersen bounced back fine after getting pulled due to a four-
goal first period against the Panthers. He saved 16 out of 17 shots, and, 
in the process, he became the first goalie in Hurricanes/Whalers history 
to win nine of his first 10 games played. His bounce-back is probably the 
most important takeaway of all, especially with Raanta’s status unknown. 
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William Nylander and Toronto Maple Leafs blow past Flyers, 3-0 

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

Even down captain John Tavares, the Toronto Maple Leafs still boast 
offensive talent capable of giving the Flyers headaches. 

With Tavares out due to injury, two of the remaining three members of 
the Leafs’ Core Four — composed of Tavares, William Nylander, Auston 
Matthews, and Mitch Marner — stepped up for the team in their 3-0 win 
over the Flyers. Winger William Nylander tallied two of the team’s goals 
and Matthews earned assists on both of them. Ondrej Kase netted a 
Leafs’ third-period goal. 

The Leafs have been sound at controlling play this season. Going into 
their game against the Flyers, they possessed the sixth-highest Corsi For 
percentage, used to evaluate a player’s team’s puck possession, in the 
league (54.3%). 

After Nylander’s second-period goal scored off a skate deflection put the 
Leafs up 1-0, the Flyers didn’t cower. Instead, they sought to regain 
control, posting a strong period and dominating shots, 12-7. Through 
three periods, the Flyers registered a 58.76% Corsi For at 5-on-5 which 
was bolstered by their second-period performance (63.16%), per Natural 
Stat Trick. 

“Five-on-five, I liked our zone time,” coach Alain Vigneault said. “I’d like 
us to be a little bit quicker at getting pucks to the net, better formation, 
screening the goaltender, and that second guy in front there a little 
quicker to get to the loose pucks. But for the most part, we’re generating 
some good looks 5-on-5.” 

Most importantly, the Flyers were unable to turn scoring chances into 
goals through 60 minutes as Toronto goalie Jack Campbell stopped all 
36 shots. 

Fine lines 

Like the Leafs, the Flyers have seen solid production from their top 
players — left winger Claude Giroux, center Sean Couturier, and right 
winger Travis Konecny account for 14 of the team’s 32 goals this season. 
Going into the game, the Leafs’ Core Four accounted for the last 14 
Toronto goals. 

Although the injured Tavares was inactive, the Leafs’ core group still 
provided the Flyers a challenge. The Flyers’ top line occasionally 
matched up against the Leafs’ top trio of Matthews, Nylander, and left 
winger Michael Bunting. The two groups traded scoring chances in the 
second period — a Matthews wraparound and a Giroux drop pass to set 
up a Konecny shot — but both attempts were covered by their respective 
netminders. 

Nylander eventually capitalized twice, once on the deflection and a 
second on the power play in the third period. 

“They make a lot of plays,” Giroux said. “They support each other well. I 
think the second and third was a little bit better. But overall, the game, we 
obviously didn’t play our best. And when they had a chance to score, 
they were able to put it in.” 

Plight of the power play 

Through the first 20 minutes, the Flyers earned two man-advantages 
thanks to Giroux drawing holding against Jason Spezza and tripping 
against David Kampf. However, the units got off to slow starts as both 
struggled to set up in the offensive zone against the Maple Leafs’ ninth-
ranked power play. On the Spezza infraction, the Flyers managed one 
shot on goal, saw the zone cleared four times, and even conceded a 
shorthanded opportunity to Kampf. 

The second time around was somehow worse ― the Flyers never put a 
shot on net. Defensemen Ivan Provorov and Keith Yandle, each on 
separate units, struggled to keep pucks in at the blue line on two 
occasions. Vigneault switched up the personnel on the Flyers’ third 
power play of the night, moving Yandle to the first unit and Provorov to 
the second unit, however they did not capitalize again. 

“I think the first two periods, the power plays we had, we didn’t generate 
enough offense,” Giroux said. “We definitely didn’t get momentum for the 
team.” 

The Flyers couldn’t score on any of their four power plays against the 
Leafs. Dating to the start of the western Canada trip on Oct. 27 against 
the Edmonton Oilers, the Flyers are now 2-for-21 on the power play. 

Hart stopper 

Goalie Carter Hart has had a reputation of raking up the Maple Leafs’ 
shots and keeping them out of the net over the course of his young 
career. Over his last two starts against the Leafs, Hart earned two 
victories and stopped 65 of 70 shots, good for a .929 save percentage. 
On Wednesday night, despite not earning the win, Hart played well once 
again, stopping 30 of 33 shots and posting a .909 save percentage. 

One of his more impressive saves came in the second period when 
Yandle turned the puck over behind the Flyers’ net, giving Kampf a prime 
scoring chance on Hart’s doorstep. However, Hart made a pad save on 
Kampf’s shot from the slot. Hart also robbed Nylander on a breakaway 
late in the third period. 
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“He’s been unbelievable, especially tonight,” Yandle said of Hart. “In one 
of those games, he was making huge saves. Kept us in it pretty much the 
whole game. Obviously we weren’t able to get any for him, but he did his 
job and he’s been ... both guys [Hart and Martin Jones] have been 
awesome all year.” 
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Snakebitten Oskar Lindblom still looking for that first goal as the Flyers 
host the Maple Leafs 

 

Giana Han 

 

Flyers forward Oskar Lindblom is waiting for things to start bouncing his 
way. 

After scoring in the Flyers’ last three season openers, Lindblom took just 
one shot in the 2021-22 opener against the Canucks. It didn’t go in. 

Despite taking 13 shots across the next nine games, Lindblom has yet to 
score a goal. It’s not that he hasn’t been playing well — his chances have 
been good ones that required difficult saves by opposing goalies — but 
he hasn’t gotten lucky on any of them. 

Last season, Lindblom had two goals by the 10th game and a total of 
four points. This season, he is stuck on a solitary point. That point came 
in the second game of the season against Seattle all the way back on 
Oct.18. Lindblom is the only one on his line without a goal. James van 
Riemsdyk has scored one and Scott Laughton has scored three, even 
though Laughton has attempted just three more shots than Lindblom. 

Lindblom is taking comfort in the fact that he’s playing the right way and 
helping the team outside of the score. 

“I mean, you want to score, but as long as you win games,” Lindblom 
said. “And hopefully one’s going to bounce in soon. So I just have to 
keep going and make sure we win games.” 

Lindblom pointed out that his line had to go against the Washington 
Capitals’ top line. They “shut them down,” and, as they have much of the 
season, kept the puck in the offensive zone. 

His teammates and coaches have also expressed confidence in 
Lindblom, pointing out that he is still working his way back from beating 
cancer. Coach Alain Vigneault said he sees him “finding his legs more” 
each game. Forward Sean Couturier said he’s been “solid” for the team 
all season. 

“He does a lot of little things that many people don’t notice, but that make 
a huge difference in the game,” Couturier said. “He just needs to keep 
going, keep doing that and the bounces eventually will go his way.” 

Couturier feels lucky he had the chance to become Wayne Simmonds’ 
friend while he was with the Flyers. 

Simmonds, who was with the Flyers from 2012-2019, will return to Wells 
Fargo Center for the first time since the start of the pandemic. Couturier 
said he’s a guy who taught him a lot about being a leader. 

“I think his attitude, his work ethic, the way he battled and went out there 
and played the game hard, he was one of the best teammates you could 
ask for,” Couturier said. “He was always there for you on and off the ice.” 

Simmonds has played in all 13 games this season for the Maple Leafs. 
He has one goal, two assists and 11 penalty minutes. 

Breakaways 

Defenseman Ryan Ellis remains day-to-day. Vigneault said he will 
practice with the team tomorrow, and then they will decide if he will fly to 
Raleigh with the team. He said he thinks he’ll be ready to go in the “near 
future.” ... The Flyers host the Maple Leafs on Military Appreciation Night 
at 7:30 at the Wells Fargo Center. The Maple Leafs are 7-5-1. 
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‘Flyers Nation’ founder Sean Cobourn has brought his Flyers fandom 
over 5,000 miles to a military base in Egypt 

 

Giana Han 

 

Shortly after the Flyers traded Mike Richards and Jeff Carter in 2011, a 
13-year-old boy sat down at a computer and opened Facebook. Ready to 
share his thoughts on the Flyers, he pressed “create page.” He named it 
“Flyers Nation.” 

Within a year, he had thousands of likes from people of all age groups. 

“It’s funny because most everybody had no idea this 13-year-old was 
running all these pages,” Sean Cobourn said. “I definitely didn’t share 
much about myself at all for a long time because I felt weird about that.” 

» READ MORE: Former Flyer Donald Brashear hoping to help Philly's 
youth through hockey 

Cobourn, now 23, a college graduate and a member of the National 
Guard, has run Flyers Nation for 10 seasons. He’s expanded to Twitter 
and Instagram, in addition to the original Facebook page, and has the 
largest following of any Flyers account outside the official team account 
with 115,000 followers on Twitter, nearly 50,000 on Instagram and 
60,000 likes on Facebook. 

There were ups and downs along the way, but Cobourn handled much of 
it himself for almost a decade, moving from the television in his family’s 
home near Westchester to various televisions across his college campus 
at Millersville University. Through the rough seasons, he watched every 
game, even when no one else wanted to keep him company. 

“My roommates would be like, why are you torturing yourself?” Cobourn 
said. 

He partnered with other businesses but never knew how to contact the 
Flyers themselves. Finally, he connected with a team representative, who 
offered to credential him when he found out Cobourn and his National 
Guard unit were going to be deployed to Egypt. 

Cobourn tucked the Flyers’ press-pass invite in his back pocket and 
instead focused on finding people who could post while he was deployed. 
He built a team and then left for the Sinai Peninsula. 

As part of Alpha Troop 1-104th Cavalry Regiment, Cobourn works 
primarily with other soldiers from the Philadelphia area. The chances of 
finding other Flyers fans was high. 

“I’m pretty shy at first, but everybody found out pretty soon that I have all 
these followers on Twitter,” Cobourn said. 

A bunch of his colleagues already followed Flyers Nation. Cobourn said 
that at first they didn’t believe that he was the person behind the account. 
It’s given them all something to talk about, and some of his “battle 
buddies” have also gotten involved with the site. Salvatore Santangelo, 
who’s a photographer, is looking forward to when Cobourn makes use of 
the credentials so he can sign on as a Flyers Nation photographer. 
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Cobourn has been in Egypt since the summer. His outfit is part of an 
international operation to help provide supplies to remote locations and 
maintain peace between the State of Israel and the Arab Republic of 
Egypt. 

With Egypt six hours ahead of Philadelphia, the games are often very 
late at night/very early in the morning in Egypt. Cobourn grabs the night 
shifts as often as possible so he’s awake when the Flyers play. 

As the months go on, time seems to go slower, Cobourn said. The Flyers 
have given Cobourn and his unit something to focus on. They’re 
watching to see if the Flyers can turn it around from 2020, and they’re 
glued to any news about Cam Atkinson, who’s “a breath of fresh air.” 
They especially love Atkinson’s grandma, “Grandma Marge,” who replied 
to one of Flyers Nation’s posts on Twitter. Cobourn is guessing not many 
people know she’s on Twitter since she currently only has 72 followers. 

The Flyers have kept in touch with Cobourn despite the distance. They 
helped make sure he and his unit have ways to watch the games and rep 
their team, hooking them up with Flyers gear and an NHL TV package. 
They wanted to throw a watch party, but the first attempt was shot down 
because it was 1 a.m. on a workday. 

“I was like, ‘Alright, I would still be happy to partake in one at 1 [a.m.] on 
a workday,” Cobourn said with a laugh. 

They’re planning another for when the Flyers have an afternoon game, 
although that won’t happen until 2022. In the meantime, the Flyers sent a 
care package to Egypt. Cobourn held onto the jersey with all the 
signatures and one of the Eric Lindros retirement shirts, but he 
redistributed the rest. He handed out Gritty Chia pets, Gritty plush toys, 
trading cards and even scarves, despite the warm Egyptian weather. 

“They were all super excited when all the stuff came,” Cobourn said. “It’s 
cool because a bunch of people who I don’t even talk to that much will 
start asking me questions about the Flyers and what I do with it, even 
higher-up officers and stuff like that.” 

While Cobourn has been abroad, he’s learned to be more hands-off with 
Flyers Nation. Moving forward, he’ll keep a team to work on the site. He’s 
also looking for ways to monetize the site so that it can be a full-time job, 
as well as for ways to use the platform to help others. 

Cobourn started out with a cause that’s close to his heart as a member of 
the military. He held a raffle for a signed Scott Laughton jersey to help 
raise money for the Flyers Warriors, a team of disabled vets. 

“Any way I can help out with my platform, I’m happy to do, especially for 
a cause so related to what I’m doing now,” Cobourn said. 

The Flyers will celebrate their annual Military Appreciation Night on 
Wednesday night when they take on the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
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Flyers Notebook: Shooting slump plays big role in loss to Leafs 

 

Rob Parent 

3-4 minutes 11/11/2021 

 

While the Flyers are (were?) off to a good start, their recent trend toward 
stale offense impacted them Wednesday night against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Leafs goalie Jack Campbell was just as sharp as the Flyers’ offense was 
dull in what became a 3-0 Flyers loss at Wells Fargo Center. 

The Flyers were flat on a couple of early power play opportunities and 
seemed to take their cue from that the rest of the way. 

“The first couple of power plays, we couldn’t get anything going,” center 
Sean Couturier said. “We lost a lot of momentum on those power plays.” 

Despite throwing 36 shots Campbell’s way, the Flyers didn’t seem to 
have that many real chances to score, and they wound up going zilch-for-
4 with the man-advantage. 

“The power play drained us of a little bit of momentum and energy,” head 
coach Alain Vigneault said. “We weren’t very efficient. … There’s 
obviously some adjustments we tried to make in -game tonight on our 
power play, but they didn’t work out. We’ll take some time here to 
analyze a few things.” 

It won’t take AV long to analyze this: Over the last six games, his club 
has but nine goals. 

“I wouldn’t say we got a whole lot of quality chances,” Couturier said. 
“…We’re getting some shots but maybe not enough quality shots.” 

Flyers defenseman Ryan Ellis was on the practice ice Wednesday at the 
morning skate, though he was not dressed for the game against the 
Maple Leafs. 

“He’s on the ice,” Vigneault said after the skate, trying to sound a positive 
chord about Ellis. “He’s day to day; he says he’s turning the corner. So … 
hope the corner arrives soon.” 

Ellis has been bothered for weeks by an injury at the corner of hip and 
groin. He last played Oct. 20 against Boston and has played in only three 
games for his new team. 

“I would say there’s never a good time to have injuries, but you’re going 
to get them,” Vigneault said. “You have to have that next-man-up 
mentality, and guys have to be ready and have to find ways to contribute. 
And that’s what we’ve been able to do without a couple of our good 
players who have big roles on this team (Ellis and Kevin Hayes).” 

As for whether he thought Ellis might be available for the club’s next 
game, Friday night in Carolina, Vigneault said, “we’ll know a little bit on 
that tomorrow.” 

Oskar Lindblom, who looked beefed up and ready to go in training camp, 
hasn’t scored a goal in 18 games. Through 11 this season, he has but 
one assist. 

Prior to Wednesday night’s meeting with Toronto, Lindblom was trying to 
shake that fact off. 

“You want to score, but as long as you’re winning games…,” Lindblom 
said. “Hopefully one bounce will go in soon, but you have to keep going 
and make sure we can win more games.” 

 

Delaware County Times LOADED: 11.11.2021 

1194612 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

With offense drying up, Flyers shut out for 2nd time this season 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

The Flyers are starting to have difficulty putting the puck in the net.T 

The difficulties were evident Wednesday night as the Flyers were 
blanked by the Maple Leafs, 3-0, at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The Flyers (6-3-2) have scored 1.40 goals per game over their last five 
games, a stretch in which they've been shut out twice. Defensively, the 
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club has been good — light years better than last season — but 
offensively, the Flyers have hit some recent roadblocks. 

The Maple Leafs (8-5-1) have won six of their last seven games. They 
found a way to beat the Flyers without star center John Tavares 
(undisclosed injury). 

The Flyers were without top-pair defenseman Ryan Ellis (lower body) for 
an eighth straight game. 

"He says he's turning the corner," Flyers head coach Alain Vigneault said 
after his team's morning skate. "Hope the corner arrives soon." 

There appears to be a conceivable chance Ellis returns during the club's 
upcoming back-to-back road set. 

The Flyers have gone 4-3-1 in Ellis' absence. The earliest second-line 
center Kevin Hayes (abdominal) might make his season debut is 
Tuesday. 

• William Nylander scored his sixth and seventh goals in 13 career 
games against the Flyers to provide the offense Toronto needed. 

In the second period, officials originally ruled off Nylander's first goal for 
an illegal kicking motion. However, after video review, the call was 
overturned as it was determined the puck deflected off of Nylander. 

The 25-year-old's second tally put the Maple Leafs squarely in the 
driver's seat. It came on the power play just over five minutes into the 
third period as Toronto took a 2-0 advantage. 

"It was a tight match, tight game,” Sean Couturier said. "They got a lucky 
bounce there, the first one, and then the kill doesn't get the job done and 
we’re chasing the game. It was tight out there, not really much both 
ways, but we've got to find a way to win those games." 

• Carter Hart, who entered with a 2.41 goals-against average and .926 
save percentage, wasn't a problem. In fact, he was the Flyers' best 
player for much of the game and finished with 30 saves. 

Ondrej Kase sealed the Maple Leafs' win when he beat Hart with 6:27 
minutes left. 

Toronto netminder Jack Campbell made 36 saves in his 11th start of the 
season for the shutout. 

• The Flyers' power play went 0 for 4 with four shots. Its entries were 
sloppy and it struggled to get settled for any type of sustained threat. 

After the man advantage went 0 for 2 in the first period, Keith Yandle 
returned to his first-unit quarterback role and Ivan Provorov slid back 
onto the second unit. That was the personnel decision the club opened 
the season with and going back to it didn't change the Flyers' luck. 

"We tried in-game to make some changes on the power play," Vigneault 
said postgame when asked about possibly changing up his forward lines. 
"I want to take a look again at this game. Our group has been pretty good 
here so far. It won’t be perfect all the time and obviously we weren’t 
perfect tonight." 

• Beloved former Flyer Wayne Simmonds was back in Philadelphia with 
Toronto. 

The 33-year-old is in his second season with the Maple Leafs, a 
homecoming for the Scarborough, Ontario native. 

"His attitude, his work ethic, the way he battled and went out there and 
played the game hard," Couturier said Tuesday when asked why 
Simmonds fit so well in a city like Philadelphia. "He was one of the best 
teammates you could ask for, he was always there for you, on and off the 
ice. Those are great leadership qualities that I've learned from. I 
appreciate having him around for so long in my career. I just feel lucky to 
call him my friend." 

Simmonds and Oskar Lindblom shared a brief hello in warmups. 

"He's a great guy, a hard-working guy," Lindblom said before the game. 
"He's been in the league for so long and put up points. I have nothing 
bad to say about him." 

The power forward went scoreless Wednesday in 12:48 minutes. 

• The Flyers practice Thursday in Voorhees, New Jersey before heading 
to Raleigh, North Carolina for the start of their back-to-back road set. The 
club faces the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Friday (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP) and the Stars on Saturday (8 p.m. ET/NBCSP+). 

Carolina is off to a 10-1-0 start. 

"They've been a really good team the last four, five years," Yandle said. 
"Going in there, it's a tough building to play in. I think what's nice for us is 
we get on the road, get back on it and go play some hockey." 
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Blues Notebook: Binnington making a bid for Canada's Olympic team 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

O'Reilly's score in shootout leads Blues past Jets 3-2 

Jordan Binnington’s performance was so good Tuesday in Winnipeg, it 
captured the attention of the general manager of Canada’s Olympic 
men’s hockey team. 

OK, that GM is none other than Blues’ general manager Doug 
Armstrong. One in the same. But he liked what he saw, and Binnington 
definitely has a chance to be on the squad Canada sends to Beijing in 
February for the Winter Olympics. 

“Right from the start of the year, he’s been one of the top performing 
Canadian goaltenders,” Armstrong said. “And (Tuesday) night just 
continued to cement that.” 

Binnington was spectacular in the Blues’ 3-2 shootout victory over 
Winnipeg. 

“Fantastic” was the term used by Armstrong. 

Binnington stopped 39 of 41 shots in regulation and overtime, as well as 
all four Jets shootout attempts. 

“When you look at his numbers (for the season), they’re very good,” 
Armstrong said. “And he’s had some really strange goals go in on him 
this year, too, or his numbers could be even better.” 

In nine games this season, Binnington has a 6-2-1 record with a 2.44 
goals-against average and a save percentage of .928. 

The pool of potential Olympic goalies for Team Canada isn’t as deep as 
one would think. Marc-Andre Fleury of the Chicago Blackhawks probably 
is the leading candidate. Carey Price has yet to play for the Montreal 
Canadiens, just returning to the team after spending a month at a 
treatment facility for substance abuse. 

Other candidates might include Braden Holtby and Darcy Kuemper. The 
Canadian Olympic team probably will be announced in early January. 
Armstrong has final say in picking the squad, in consultation with the 
Team Canada coaches and staff. 

“We’re having meetings every couple of weeks,” Armstrong said. “We’re 
doing a lot of video scouting. Guys are getting out to see games around 
their team’s play. So we’re getting a lot of information. 
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“Quite honestly, October was a slow month for a lot of Canadian players 
getting out of the gate. November, lots of guys have started to find their 
footing again. So we’re gonna have some really difficult decisions to 
make, and that’s a positive because we got a lot of guys playing well 
again.” 

When it comes to discussing potential goalies, sure, Armstrong is 
lobbying for Binnington with the Team Canada staff. 

“Certainly when we’re having our conversations I sing his praises to our 
group and it’s an easy sell right now because of how well he’s playing,” 
Armstrong said. 

Perunovich timetable 

Armstrong said last week that the Blues called up Calle Rosen from the 
Springfield Thunderbirds of the AHL instead of prized prospect Scott 
Perunovich in part because of salary cap constraints. Because of 
performances bonuses in Perunovich’s contract, the Blues couldn’t fit him 
under their cap at the moment. 

But make no mistake, if the Blues felt they absolutely, positively had to 
have Perunovich on the roster, they would find a way to make it happen. 

“I think that he’s certainly getting closer to getting up here,” Armstrong 
said. “His point totals are off the chart obviously in the American League 
for a rookie defenseman. He’s playing lots of minutes, he’s touching 
every aspect of the team down there. 

“He’s certainly not hurting his development by playing lots of minutes and 
playing games right now. He hasn’t played a lot of hockey over the last 
couple years. But if he continues like this, at some point you just have to 
tip your hat and give him the opportunity.” 

Perunovich missed all of last season — with the exception of some 
training camp time — because of a shoulder injury that resulted in 
surgery. The prior year, his final season of college hockey ended early 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Armstrong added: “It’s not gonna be for a little while. But it’s not 
something where we’re saying, OK, we’ll see where he is a year from 
now.” 

Perunovich had an assist Wednesday in Springfield’s 4-1 victory over the 
Providence Bruins. He leads the AHL in scoring so far this season, with 
17 points (two goals, 15 assists) in 10 games. 
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Timmermann: Can the Blues' Robert Thomas become a scorer? 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

Here are the highlights from our weekly chat with Post-Dispatch readers. 

Q: Robert Thomas had a great game in Winnipeg, but the more I watch 
him the more it appears he's not just a pass-first guy and looking to set 
up, but his shots tend to go directly in the goalie's chest. Will he ever 
become a scorer? 

A: I think Thomas is destined to be a playmaker more than a scorer, but 
he can also be a guy that gets around 20 goals a season. He’s starting to 
accept that the more he shoots, the easier it is to pass. He easily could 
have had a hat trick in San Jose. Doug Armstrong was raving about that 
game. I saw some numbers about how Thomas is one of the best players 
in the league on passing the puck into the attacking zone, while Jordan 
Kyrou is one of the best at carrying it in, which has got to be great news 

for Vladimir Tarasenko, who recently has been on a line with those two. I 
think a guy who creates a lot of chances like Thomas is going to be a guy 
who is the beneficiary of those chances as well. 

Q: How do the Blues become salary-cap compliant when Oskar 
Sundqvist comes off injured reserve? 

A: If you go back to the team's original opening-day lineup, it was cap 
compliant with 23 players, including Sundqvist on it. Substitute Klim 
Kostin for Jake Neighbours on that group, and the team will be cap 
compliant. Right now, they need to get back to two goalies. Joel Hofer's 
money makes it crowded because when they get Sundqvist back, they'll 
be right up against the cap. 

Q: Could the Blues potentially have Ville Husso available to back up 
Thursday? Would that help create a roster spot by sending Joel Hofer 
back to Springfield? 

A: Craig Berube said he thought Husso could be skating Thursday. Doug 
Armstrong was a bit hesitant on that timeline. But if not Thursday, then 
Saturday. The Blues haven't made a move to send Hofer back to 
Springfield yet, which will be the tipoff that Husso is ready. 

Q: The Blues don't want to make a habit of playing like they did Tuesday 
night, but it is reassuring to know that 2019 Jordan Binnington is able to 
make the occasional appearance. 

A: The Blues haven't had a full three-period bad game, but Tuesday in 
Winnipeg came close. That was a good game for Binnington, and Doug 
Armstrong acknowledged that it was well received by the GM of the 
Canadian Olympic team (that’s Armstrong). 

Q: I read the NHL won't give teams any exemption from the salary cap 
due to COVID. Is this due to the contract the league has with the union, 
or is it strictly a decision from the league office? 

A: The protocols the league set up regarding COVID are separate from 
the CBA, though most of them have been done in conjunction with the 
players association. I'm not sure of the precise logic behind the decision 
on COVID cases and the cap, but the league may have figured that with 
everyone vaccinated, any absence would be 10 days at the most, which 
is about the same as the seven days that IR requires. And in some 
cases, it could be less. So the league may have figured that while it 
would at worst be a short-term problem for teams, it would go away 
quickly. Which, it looks like for the Blues, is what has happened. 

The obvious difference when it comes to treating COVID like ankle 
sprains is that if one guy sprains an ankle, four other guys don't get them 
too. 

Q: Is Ryan O’Reilly not at 100% yet? Robert Thomas took a faceoff with 
1 second left in the third on Tuesday and was in the dot for some other 
key draws late in the third, then started OT as well. I would expect 
O’Reilly to be in those spots. 

A: Thomas won 7 out of 8 defensive zone faceoffs Tuesday, and O'Reilly 
was 0 for 6. Bozak was 1 for 6. So that was the coaching staff realizing 
that one guy was doing well in those situations, and the others weren't. 
It's very possible there is some residual weakness for O'Reilly as he 
comes back from being sick. His two worst faceoff nights of the season 
have been his last two, but conveniently Thomas' past two have been his 
best. If Thomas is ever going to be a solid two-way center, he's got to win 
faceoffs, and he's starting to do it. 

Q: Sending Jake Neighbours back to juniors was a wise move by the 
Blues. Playing a lot more minutes per game than the 6 or 7 he has 
recently can only help, despite the lesser competition. Didn't the Blues do 
something similar with a young Alex Pietrangelo? 

A: They did it twice with Pietrangelo. He played eight games in 2008-09 
and nine games in 09-10, then went back to Barrie, his junior team in the 
OHL. It does not appear to have been an impediment to his career. 

Neighbours will play a lot, in all situations. Power play, penalty kill, late 
games, overtimes, and it will be a lot easier for him to go to the world 
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juniors than if he was in the NHL. The biggest change will be that the 
WHL is famous for long, grueling bus rides. Neighbours will have gone 
from riding in a plane with first-class seats and with meals served on 
actual plates to sleeping on a bus driving through Saskatchewan. 

Q: Who makes the decision for the Blues to travel to the next city, and 
what goes into it? For example, after the Ducks game, did the Blues 
spend the night in Anaheim and travel the next day to Winnepeg? 

A: When the schedule comes out, the director of team services gets 
together with the coach and GM and they figure things out. When they 
want to stay over, when they want to fly out, because they also have to 
be able to get ice time in whatever city they're in if they're going to 
practice. The Blues spent the night in Anaheim after that game because 
flying after like they normally do would have gotten them into Winnipeg at 
something like 4 a.m. local time, which screws up everybody's body 
clock. So they spent the night in Anaheim and made the long flight the 
next day. 

The Blues game on Saturday in Carolina starts at 7:30 local time 
because there is a college basketball game in the building that afternoon. 
Originally it was a 7 p.m. start, but the Blues let them push it back 
because of the arena changeover. But when Carolina asked for 8 p.m. 
the Blues said no, because they have a game in St. Louis on Sunday. 

There are other factors. The San Jose airport has a curfew. You have to 
pay a fine if you take off or land after 11:30 p.m., so the team was 
scrambling after the LA game went to a shootout, delaying their 
departure for San Jose. Once, the Blues couldn't land in Chicago 
because of weather, so they landed instead in Milwaukee and had to bus 
down, which meant making changes while the plane was in the air. It can 
get pretty hectic, but Rich Jankowski (senior director of team services) is 
usually pretty cheerful about handling it. 

Q: The Blues are exciting, and I sense a strong trend toward them 
reaching elite status in the conference. Am I off base? Too optimistic? 

A: I don't know if you're too optimistic, but certainly optimistic. The team 
needs to tighten up defensively, because you don't want to be going to 
the Jordan Binnington Superman-well too often. The offense shows 
flashes of good play, but not consistently. Some of that is because of the 
COVID absences, and we'll know better when the team has had some 
extended play at full health. They have gotten through some potentially 
tough times fairly well, which bodes well for them. Losing points at a time 
like this would have been one of the things that could hurt them in a tight 
Central race. They have strengthened their playoff chances with this 
start, but there's a long way to go. 
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Schenn, Sundqvist not far away from return for Blues; Neighbours to 
juniors 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

St. Louis Blues players Jordan Kyrou and Pavel Buchnevich and coach 
Craig Berube discuss goalie Jordan Binnington's performance against 
the Winnipeg Jets. Buchnevich also explains the head butt that cost him 
two games. Video courtesy of Blue Note Productions 

It looks like injured forward Brayden Schenn will avoid long-term injured 
reserve and will be back in the lineup sooner rather than later, according 
to Blues general manager Doug Armstrong. 

As for Oskar Sundqvist, he’s almost at the finish line in terms of his 
recovery/rehab from last spring’s knee surgery. Armstrong said 
Sundqvist’s timetable is approaching “day-to-day” status, and that he 
could be in the lineup in a week or two. 

In order to make the salary cap work once Sundqvist returns, Armstrong 
said the team will have to send a couple of players to the American 
Hockey League to be cap compliant — but that’s it. 

All of which is good news, particularly when it comes to Schenn, one of 
the foundation players for this Blues team. 

“He looks like he’s getting closer to playing,” Armstrong said, referring to 
Schenn. “We’re hoping (long-term injured reserve) is not going to be 
necessary. Not from what our doctors and what our training staff told 
me.” 

Usually when a player gets sent back to St. Louis early on a road trip, it’s 
an indication of a serious injury. But as Armstrong explained, that wasn’t 
the case this time. 

“Really what it was, he wasn't going to play those two games, so instead 
of carting him around the country, let's just get him back, get him rested, 
have him see our doctors and hopefully get ready for when he returns,” 
Armstrong said. 

So Schenn was sent back to St. Louis with two games left on the just-
completed road trip, He originally sustained the injury crashing into the 
boards Oct. 30 in a home game against the Chicago Blackhawks and 
then aggravated the injury Nov. 4 in San Jose — again while crashing 
into the boards. 

Schenn appeared to be favoring his hand/wrist when he tumbled in the 
Chicago game, but Armstrong provided no details other than to say it’s 
an upper-body injury. 

“He's day-to-day still,” Armstrong said during a Wednesday Zoom call 
with the media. “He's been at the rink, I think he was on the ice today; 
he's getting closer but still just day-to-day." 

Sundqvist has gradually gotten himself on the brink of return, making 
progress on a step-by-step basis. His workload gradually increased to 
the point where he recently started working with the penalty kill unit — 
Sundqvist is one of the team’s top PK performers. 

Within the last week or so he was cleared for contact and started taking 
part in battle drills. And during the team’s four-game trip, he was jumping 
in on some line rushes (on the fourth line) — which normally is one of the 
last steps before a player returns to the lineup. 

“He’s gone from week-to-week, I would say, to getting closer to day-to-
day,” Armstrong said of Sundqvist. “Hopefully we’ll see him in the next 
little while. Again, it’s just the comfort level of the banging now and 
practicing and getting pushed on. 

“But I certainly see light at the end of the tunnel, and I think that’s a 
positive thing whether it’s in the next seven days or 10 days or 14 days. 
We’re hoping it’s sooner than later. He’s making good progress." 

As for the cap ramifications of Sundqvist’s return to the roster, Armstrong 
pointed out that the Blues were cap compliant with Sundqvist on their 
season-opening roster, before placing him on long-term injured reserve 
(LTIR) about a day later. 

“The cap wasn’t gonna be an issue,” Armstrong said. “We’ll just have to 
move other guys down to the American Hockey League.” 

Among the candidates there could be Dakota Joshua, who was called up 
Wednesday to replace Jake Neighbours, who was sent back to junior 
hockey. 

Neighbours was impressive in the preseason and start of the regular 
season. But as the pace of play intensified and the Blues were involved 
in several tight games after winning some early blowouts, his playing 
time shrunk. 
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In Tuesday’s 3-2 shootout win over Winnipeg, Neighbours played only 6 
minutes 5 seconds and nine shifts. He didn’t play at all over the final 17 
minutes 27 seconds of regulation as coach Craig Berube basically put his 
fourth line in dry dock. 

Tuesday marked Neighbours’ ninth game of the season. Had he played a 
10th, the clock would’ve started on his entry-level pro contract. As it is, 
the 19-year-old will finish out the season playing for the Edmonton Oil 
Kings in the Western Hockey League. 

“I told Jake that I think starting last January at that (preseason) camp 
coming into last season, I thought he did a really good job with our guys,” 
Armstrong said. “Blended well with our veteran group, and then coming 
in this summer he did a fantastic job training and giving himself a great 
training camp and a platform to give us some games. 

“When I talked to him and when I talked to our group, what we need to do 
is make sure we’re giving him the ability to create a foundation to have a 
solid career. Last year just because of COVID he didn’t get to play a lot 
of hockey. We don’t want him to miss any steps in his growth.” 

The WHL started very late a year ago, and Neighbours played only 19 
games. So he will benefit from playing heavy minutes in juniors and also 
has a chance to represent Team Canada in the World Junior 
Championship. 

“I think going back and being a leader on his junior team, playing well, 
and getting an opportunity to represent Canada if asked, that’s a big 
step,” Armstrong said. 

In today’s 10 a.m. video, columnist Ben Hochman discusses goalie 
Jordan Binnington (standing on his head) and other Blues who 
contributed to this winning road trip. And, as always, Hochman chooses a 
random St. Louis Cards card from the hat. 
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Blues send Neighbours back to juniors, recall Joshua from AHL 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

The Blues sent 19-year-old forward Jake Neighbours down to juniors on 
Wednesday and recalled forward Dakota Joshua from Springfield. 

Neighbours had played nine games with the Blues, the maximum he 
could play before this season would count as the first season of his entry 
level contract. The move seemed likely after Neighbours played just 6:05 
on Tuesday night in Winnipeg, getting just one shift in the third period. 

With the return of forward Oskar Sundqvist off of injured reserve 
imminent and the steady play of forward Klim Kostin, ice time was going 
to get increasingly hard to find for Neighbours. Facing the decision 
between having him watch NHL games or play WHL games, the team 
chose playing for the youngster. 

Blues send Neighbours back to juniors, recall Joshua from AHL 

Because of his age, Neighbours can't play in the AHL, so the Blues had 
nine games to decide whether to keep him for the whole season or send 
him back to juniors. 

Neighbours had one goal and one assist in his nine games, but some of 
his underlying numbers were very low. On Tuesday, his expected goals 
percentage, which compares goal scoring chances for each team when 
he was on the ice, was 0, and his Corsi percentage, a measure of puck 
possession, was 9 percent.  

That Neighbours was with the Blues at all wasn't something that was 
envisioned at the start of camp, but the team's first round pick in the 2020 
draft made an excellent showing in camp and made the roster to start the 
season. 
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'Just battling' Jordan Binnington shows peak form, carrying the Blues as 
he continues his resurgent season 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

7-9 minutes 11/10/2021 

 

He made glove saves. He made wraparound saves. He made saves 
without his stick. He made saves he had no business making. 

That might not have been the best game of Jordan Binnington’s NHL 
career Tuesday. He’s won a Stanley Cup, don’t forget. 

But in 130 regular-season starts, that might have been Binnington’s best 
collection of impromptu, do-whatever-it-takes, will-the-team-to-victory 
saves. 

On a night when the Blues made a 2 1/2-hour video supporting Torey 
Krug’s bid for induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame — they struggled 
again defensively with Krug on the COVID-19 protocol list — their 
starting goaltender stole them a win. 

Binnington made 39 stops through overtime and then turned aside all 
four Winnipeg shootout attempts for a 3-2 win over the Jets. 

“I’m impressed,” Blues forward Pavel Buchnevich said. “He’s so good. If 
not him, the score will end up way worse.” 

Buchnevich scored the Blues’ first goal and assisted on Jordan Kyrou’s 
goal tying the score 2-2 with 8:06 left in regulation. But as Buchnevich 
said and Kyrou confirmed, the game never would’ve made it that far if not 
for Binnington. 

“Definitely would’ve lost the game, that’s for sure,” Kyrou said. “Binner 
was making unbelievable saves all game. The same thing with overtime 
and especially the shootout. He really won that for us.” 

Binnington went into Tuesday’s game with a record of 5-2-1 with a 2.52 
goals-against average and a .926 save percentage. 

So, pretty good. 

However, the Blues were coming off a 4-1 loss to Anaheim two days 
earlier, in which Binnington gave up three goals on 26 shots. And they 
would be facing a Winnipeg offense with a hot Kyle Connor, who came 
into the night among the top five in the NHL in goals (eight) and points 
(16). 

Just 1:20 into the game, though, Binnington showed the Jets what kind of 
night it might be with a glove save on Blake Wheeler. Both Blues 
defensemen were caught behind the net on the play, allowing Wheeler a 
wide-open look. 

The Blues got the power-play goal from Buchnevich late in the first period 
for a 1-0 lead. But as the second period began, it looked as though 
Buchnevich’s third tally of the season would hardly be enough. 

Winnipeg had the first nine shots of the period and would outshoot the 
Blues 17-5 in the frame, including an 8-1 advantage in high-danger 
attempts. 
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The Blues’ defense, which played its second game without Krug, was in 
disarray. 

“We didn’t manage the puck properly,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. 
“That’s the biggest thing. A lot of times, not predictable enough and not 
north enough. We’ve got to just advance things, especially on the road in 
the second period. We’ve just got to simplify and be more predictable.” 

What was predictable was Binnington. He had an answer for everything, 
including Mark Scheifele’s wraparound attempt about 4 1/2 minutes into 
the period. 

Wraparound? 

That save kept the Blues ahead 1-0, which kept his club’s shoulders from 
slumping. 

When asked if the players were talking about Binnington’s big saves 
during the game, Kyrou said, “all the time.” 

“You look at your teammate and you’re like, ‘Wow, what a save! Way to 
keep us in the game! That’s a huge save!'” Kyrou said. “There were a 
couple of times when he was on his stomach or he was on his back and 
he just flung his arm up there, got a stick on it, or something, and made 
an unbelievable save.” 

The Jets did get one goal on their 17 shots in the second period, but 
Binnington had no chance. Neal Pionk’s attempt was headed wide but 
went off Blues defenseman Marco Scandella and slipped in for a 1-1 
score. 

Binnington got right back to being himself after that, making a save late in 
the second period in which he wasn’t even holding his stick. 

He was laying on his back in snow-angel formation, hoping to get a 
stoppage, but the puck popped out and play continued. As Wheeler went 
around the back of the net and fed a pass to Scheifele in front, a stick-
less Binnington rose to his feet and lunged to the other side of the net, 
and then reached back to where he had just come from to make a 
brilliant blocker save. 

If it wasn’t already evident that Binnington was locked in and looking for 
the win, it was after that. 

“I don’t ever think he’s not locked in, to be honest with you,” Berube said. 
“He’s always an active goalie, in my opinion, playing pucks and things 
like that. For me, tonight, he made ‘effort’ saves … is what I call it. He 
outcompeted the shooter on a lot of plays, just battling.” 

The Jets got the go-ahead goal in the third period, but again, Binnington 
didn’t have much of a chance. With the Blues’ third defensive pairing on 
the ice, Connor was left alone in front and netted his ninth of the season 
for a 2-1 lead. 

“You’re not going to have games where it’s perfect and it’s going your 
way,” Berube said. “There’s times that you’re outplayed and the other 
team is better. But you still can hang in there and find ways to win.” 

With 17 more saves from Binnington in the third period, they did. About 5 
1/2 minutes after Connor’s goal, Buchnevich and Kyrou hooked up and 
tied it. 

“We all know what Binner is capable of, and he always brings it,” Kyrou 
said. “We were right there, just wanted one goal, and we got it.” 

The Blues outshot Winnipeg 9-1 during the five-minute overtime period, 
and while they didn’t score, the extra pressure on Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck and the limited action for Binnington might have given him a 
slight edge in the shootout. 

Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly scored on Hellebuyck in Round 4, and 
Binnington denied Wheeler, going 4-for-4 on shootout saves. 

That was the difference between a 1-1-2 road trip and a 2-1-1 trip. 

“It was a good trip,” Berube said. “Anytime you can be .500 or above on 
the road … we let that point slip away in L.A., but overall, it was a good 
trip.” 

The Blues might have let that one slip away, but in giving Binnington the 
next night off in San Jose, where rookie backup Joel Hofer picked up the 
win, the little extra rest might’ve made Binnington more fresh for 
Tuesday. 

He responded with a performance that might have been the best regular-
season game of his career. 

“It was definitely up there for sure,” Kyrou said. 

“Uh, it’s close,” Berube said. “He came up big for us. He won us a game 
tonight.” 
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Nicolas Roy seizes chance as Golden Knights’ first-line center 

 

By David Schoen Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 

The injuries to four of the Golden Knights’ top nine forwards during the 
first month of the season opened the door for someone to step into a 
bigger role. 

No one has taken advantage more than Nicolas Roy. 

The 24-year-old center was given a look on the first line when William 
Karlsson went down with a broken foot and grabbed hold of the job.  

Roy produced five points in his first three games between wingers 
Jonathan Marchessault and Reilly Smith before he was held without a 
point in a win over Seattle on Tuesday at T-Mobile Arena. 

“You can give that opportunity to someone who hasn’t earned it and 
they’re not going to do with it what he’s done,” coach Pete DeBoer said. 
“He’s having success because he took all the right steps to earn the 
opportunity to be the guy to go in there, and he’s ready for it.” 

Last season, Roy had a 24-game goal drought from Feb. 11 to April 1, 
but he took a step forward in his development during the playoffs with 
four goals and nine points in 19 appearances. 

In the Stanley Cup semifinal series against Montreal, the native of Amos, 
Quebec, received a shot of confidence from scoring the overtime winner 
in Game 4 to even the series. 

“I just thought instead of just surviving shifts or trying to get off the ice 
even without making mistakes, he’s started to want the puck and dictate 
how the shift was going to go, ” DeBoer said. “The challenge at the end 
of last season at our year-end meeting was to pick up where he left off in 
the Montreal series and bring that into this season, and he’s done that.” 

Roy wasn’t DeBoer’s first choice to plug the hole on the first line when 
Karlsson was sidelined, which seems strange in hindsight. Brett Howden 
was handed an audition against Toronto on Nov. 2 and lasted a period 
before Chandler Stephenson was bumped up. 

For the next game at Ottawa, Roy was slotted in the role of 1C and had 
two assists in a 5-1 victory. He solidified his spot over the next two 
games and enters Thursday’s home game against Minnesota tied for 
second on the team in assists (six) and tied for third in points (eight). 

“Coming into my third season, I feel better,” Roy said. “I think I can bring 
more offensively, bring more to the table, and I think I’ve been able to do 
that so far.” 
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In their brief time together, the Knights have generated 56.7 percent of 
the shot attempts at five-on-five when the Marchessault-Roy-Smith line is 
on the ice. 

They’ve also been opportunistic, owning a plus-4 goal differential (5-1) 
despite producing 2.23 expected goals at even strength. 

“Playing with different guys on the third, fourth line, you try to bring some 
energy,” Roy said. “With these guys, every time we’re on the ice we try to 
do something. Bring some offense.” 

Karlsson and Max Pacioretty each had six-week timetables to return from 
their injuries, while Mark Stone and Nolan Patrick remain sidelined with 
less definitive outlooks. 

Barring a move to become salary cap compliant, Roy is expected to slide 
back down the lineup once the Knights are at full strength. His 
improvement makes the bottom-six forward group even deeper. 

“There’s been some guys, and not just young guys, but some guys that 
have really taken a step like the Nic Roys of the world and have really 
helped us win games with key guys out,” DeBoer said. “Where we’re 
sitting right now and our record is a testament to the depth of the 
organization.” 
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Golden Knights forward recovers from COVID, works on conditioning 

 

By Ben Gotz 

 

The Golden Knights’ next matchup brings to mind what Mattias Janmark 
calls a “special night.” 

The last time the Knights played the Minnesota Wild, the left wing 
recorded his first NHL hat trick to lift his team to a Game 7 victory in the 
first round of the playoffs. It was the fourth multigoal game of his career 
and his first in the postseason. 

But Janmark’s game is in a different place as he prepares to play the 
Wild again Thursday at T-Mobile Arena. The 28-year-old said he had 
COVID-19 early this season and still is working his way back to full 
fitness.  

Janmark has one assist and no goals in eight games. 

“It’s been hard for sure to get the body to feel good,” he said. “It’s been a 
grind. But I think it’s going to get better.” 

Janmark, who is vaccinated along with the rest of the Knights, entered 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols the day before the team’s Oct. 12 season 
opener against Seattle. Coach Pete DeBoer said Janmark didn’t have a 
“serious case of it,” and he returned to practice Oct. 21. In between, he 
stayed in his room watching hockey games and TV shows. 

After so much time off his skates, he knew it would take time to find his 
conditioning. An upper-body injury he suffered Oct. 26 against Colorado 
knocked him out two more games and delayed his progress. 

But Janmark isn’t discouraged. He knows only 13 games of an 82-game 
season have been played. The player who scored that hat trick against 
Minnesota and had eight points in 16 playoff games is still in there. 

“I don’t feel 100 percent conditioning-wise,” Janmark said. “As long as I 
can try to keep getting better, I’m not worried about it.” 

DeBoer not dreaming yet on Eichel 

The acquisition of Jack Eichel could be a game-changer, giving the 
Knights the elite No. 1 center they haven’t had. 

DeBoer isn’t letting himself dream about that just yet. He said he isn’t 
thinking about potential lineup combinations because Eichel’s debut is 
months away and so many things can happen. Eichel is scheduled to 

have neck surgery Friday and won’t be ready to play for three to five 
months. 

“You really stop yourself from going there, thinking about the options and 
what he’s going to bring and what a difference-maker like that makes to 
your game, because we have to live in the moment in order to give 
ourselves an opportunity to get him back in meaningful games,” DeBoer 
said. “But there’s no doubt, this guy healthy and at the top of his game, 
he’s in a group of athletes like (Edmonton Oilers star Connor) McDavid 
and (Toronto Maple Leaf stars Mitch) Marner and Auston Matthews. 
There’s only a handful of those guys, and that changes your team.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Debating the Hall of Fame cases of 
Brad Marchand, Eric Staal, Jason Spezza and others 

 

By Sean McIndoe Nov 10, 2021 256  

 

It’s Hall of Fame induction week, as the class of 2020 finally gets their 
moment in the spotlight after a year of COVID-19 delays. It’s a strong 
class, with Jarome Iginla, Marian Hossa, Kim St-Pierre, Doug Wilson and 
Kevin Lowe joining builder Ken Holland. 

Great, who’s next? 

That’s the fun part of having a Hall of Fame. Sure, it’s nice to honor the 
game’s greats. But what we really want to do is argue over the players 
who might make it someday. And that’s especially fun when it comes to 
the guys who are still active, since there’s still time for them to flip the 
script and make us all look bad. Plus I’m always fascinated by the 
players that you guys think are easy calls since there are always one or 
two where the public consensus seems way off from what my ballot 
would look like. 

We’ve done this a few times in recent years. We argued about Nicklas 
Backstrom, Ryan Getzlaf, Phil Kessel, Patrick Marleau, Shea Weber and 
Marc-Andre Fleury in this post, then tackled Brent Burns, Ilya Kovalchuk, 
Pekka Rinne, Ryan Suter, Justin Williams and Claude Giroux in this one. 

Some of those guys are still a tough call, but we won’t revisit any of their 
cases today. Instead, let’s find a half-dozen new names to debate. We’ll 
skip past the obvious names like Ovechkin, Crosby and Chara and go 
straight to the more borderline calls, focusing on players who are at least 
33 and still active. A few of these guys are names that readers bring up 
often, while others are ones I go back and forth on. I’ll lay out the case for 
and against, then you go to the comments and tell me why the answer is 
completely obvious. 

Eric Staal 

Why it’s a tough one: We’re cheating a bit here because while Staal 
hasn’t retired, he’s not currently on a team so his “active” status is a little 
fuzzy. He still wants to play, but his current lack of a job makes this 
debate a bit easier since it’s safe to assume that his career numbers 
won’t change much. And those numbers, as we’ll see, are right on the 
borderline. 

The case for: The typical HHOF case comes down to two categories: 
How good was the player at their peak, and did they stick around long 
enough to hit major career milestones. Staal checks both boxes; he hit 
the 100-point mark in a breakout 2005-06 season that ended with him 
leading the playoffs in scoring on the way to a Stanley Cup, then stuck 
around as a consistent producer longer enough to join the 1,000-point 
club in an era where that’s tough to do. 

The case against: Apart from that one big year, Staal never really had a 
dominant season. He was a second-team all-star in 2006, but that was 
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the only year he earned any kind of award, and his fourth-place finish in 
Hart voting that year was his only top-ten season. We’ve seen guys 
make the Hall with a similar lack of awards recognition, including Dave 
Andreychuk, Mark Recchi, and even Marian Hossa this year. But those 
guys all racked up bigger career totals, and so Staal barely inching past 
1,000 points shouldn’t be enough. 

Worth remembering: Staal ranks seventh among active scorers today, 
and the guys ahead of him are five slam-dunk HHOFers and Patrick 
Marleau, who’s also probably getting in. 

Should he get in? Barring a comeback and late-career renascence, I 
wouldn’t have him on my ballot. 

Will he get in? I don’t think it’s out of the question, especially with the 
Hall’s recent habit of going off the board on a pick most years. But I’m 
filing it under unlikely. He just needed another big year or two that never 
came. 

Brad Marchand 

Why it’s a tough one: Because whether you like him or not (and if you’re 
not a Bruins fan then you probably don’t), he’s been one of the best 
wingers in hockey for five years and counting. It’s time to start taking his 
case seriously. 

The case for: Since flipping the switch and becoming a dominant scorer 
at the age of 27, Marchand has had more goals than anyone in the NHL 
other than Alexander Ovechkin. Playing on arguably the best line in the 
league, he’s been a first-team all-star twice, a second-teamer two other 
times, and has a pair of top-five Hart finishes and three top Selke 
seasons. Not only did he make Team Canada in the last best-on-best 
tournament, he played on the top line and scored the winning goal. 

The case against: Because he didn’t emerge as an elite player until his 
late-20s, Marchand’s career numbers are underwhelming right now. He’s 
only 33, so he should have a few strong years left, but right now he’s 
sitting at just over 300 goals and 700 points, so he’s got a long way to go 
before his numbers look Hall-ish. 

Worth remembering: While he’s cleaned up his act since becoming a top-
line player, Marchand’s reputation as a dirty player early in his career 
was well-earned. That hasn’t stopped a few guys from getting into the 
Hall, but you wonder if anyone on the committee might be holding a 
grudge. 

Should he get in? If he gets to 1,000 points then I think he has a real 
shot. I want my Hall to have guys who were in the “best at his position” 
conversation for multiple years, and as much as it pains a Leaf fan to 
admit it, Marchand has been there since 2016. 

Will he get in? He probably needs three more years of elite production, 
and that may be asking too much. It’s starting to feel like he may end up 
being the cap-era version of John LeClair, a legitimate superstar for a 
five-year stretch who just couldn’t do it long enough to finish off a HHOF-
worthy resume. 

Corey Perry 

Why it’s a tough one: While his overall numbers won’t be great, he sure 
did win a lot. And a lot of you seem to think he’s in the running because 
his name always comes up when I do these things. 

The case for: If you’re the sort of HHOF watcher who prefers a high peak 
to a long track record, Perry’s an interesting case. He won the Hart 
Trophy and the Rocket Richard in 2011 and was a first-team all-star 
twice. He was good enough to be on Team Canada in both 2010 and 
2014, which helped him become a member of the Triple Gold Club — 
that includes his Stanley Cup in 2007, and when he left the Ducks he 
went on to one-year stints with the Stars and Habs, both of whom made 
unexpected runs to the final. The guy’s a winner. 

The case against: With his days as an offensive force all but over, we 
can pretty much see the finish line on his overall numbers. He’s not 

getting to 500 goals, and might barely crack 400. He won’t get 1,000 
points, and even in the low-offense era, you need more than that. 

Worth remembering: Pretty much everyone who’s ever won the Hart 
makes the Hall of Fame; only three eligible players in the award’s history 
haven’t been inducted, and none of them were forwards. 

Should he get in? I wouldn’t have him on my ballot. His peak was great, 
but it was too short and his overall numbers just don’t get him into the 
discussion unless you’re completely fixated on the “winner” stuff. 

Will he get in? The sort of people who make up the HHOF committee do 
tend to be pretty fixated on winning, so maybe that cracks the door open 
for him (especially if he wins another Cup with the Lightning this year). 
But I don’t see it happening. 

Jonathan Quick. (Jeff Curry / USA Today) 

Jonathan Quick 

Why it’s a tough one: Because the Hall is already weird about goalies, 
and that’s especially true when you get to guys who have multiple Cup 
rings. 

The case for: It will start with the two Cup runs, especially the 2012 
playoffs when he was legitimately amazing. But despite how you might 
remember it, that wasn’t some out-of-nowhere hot streak – he’d been 
great that whole season, finishing as the Vezina runner-up and fifth in 
Hart voting while leading the league in shutouts. 

And it’s not like he just had the one good year. He won the Jennings in 
2014 and 2018, was a Vezina finalist in 2016 and has well over 300 wins. 
You could make a solid case that he was one of the best goalies in the 
NHL for a solid decade. And then he’d elevate his game when the 
playoffs started. 

The case against: The hype over that first Cup run always made it feel 
like Quick was a bit overrated in the years afterward, as he never really 
had another truly elite season. He never won a Vezina despite the two 
years as a finalist, and was never a postseason all-star other than in 
2012, so even in his peak years, you could argue he wasn’t quite Hall-
worthy. And that peak certainly seems to be over, as Quick has been 
below-average since 2018. With only one more year on the mega-
contract after this one, it feels like the end of the road is near and his 
career totals just aren’t going to be high enough. 

Worth remembering: I mention this stat every time, but here it is again: If 
you started watching the NHL in 1972, you’ve seen the debut of just five 
Hall-of-Fame goaltenders in nearly 50 years. It’s a grotesquely 
underrepresented position, but with Roberto Luongo and Henrik 
Lundqvist on the way, plus an active slam dunk in Marc-Andre Fleury and 
guys like Pekka Rinne with stronger cases than Quick, that may not be 
the case by the time he’s eligible. 

Should he get in? He wouldn’t get my vote. 

Will he get in? The Hall is hard to predict when it comes to goalies, and 
you never know if some old-timer on the committee is going to start 
ranting about how if you had one game to win for everything you owned 
then Quick would be your guy, but I just don’t see it. One caveat: His 
closest comparable might be fellow Conn Smythe and two-time Cup-
winner Mike Vernon, who isn’t in yet but does seem to have a little 
momentum. If Vernon ever makes it, maybe that opens the door for 
Quick to follow. 

Jason Spezza 

Why it’s a tough one: Because everyone with a soul loves Jason Spezza. 
The former child model and junior sensation grew up to be a cerebral 
playmaker, and is currently winding down his career as a local-boy-
comes-home story and surprisingly productive mentor figure for the 
Maple Leafs. 

The case for: The baseline for offensive players to get into the HHOF 
conversation has always been 1,000 points, and Spezza should get there 
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this year despite playing his entire career in the dead puck era. He was 
also one of the league’s most productive centers early in his career, 
getting all-star votes in four seasons in Ottawa as a top-line guy on a Cup 
contender. If you adjust for era, his assist totals are right there with 
HHOF playmakers like Peter Stastny, Bernie Federko, and even Jari 
Kurri. And his overall numbers would be even better, perhaps 
significantly so, if he hadn’t had back problems midway through his 
career. 

The case against: Even if we factor in the injuries, his offensive numbers 
aren’t going to get high enough to make him a slam dunk, and there just 
wasn’t enough to the rest of his game to give him a boost. He never 
earned postseason all-star honors or finished higher than sixth in Hart 
voting, making him a prototypical Hall of Very Good guy who shouldn’t 
get close to the real thing. 

Worth remembering: Lots of fans will tell you that the HHOF has a bias 
towards Maple Leafs, but that doesn’t really seem to be the case. They 
took forever to put Pat Burns in, and while Mats Sundin got in quickly, 
guys like Doug Gilmour, Eric Lindros and Dave Andreychuk had to wait, 
and Alexander Mogilny and Curtis Joseph are still on the outside. I’m not 
sure being a Leaf will help Spezza all that much. 

(Also, this.) 

Should he get in? No. Unless he pads his numbers by sticking around 
well into his 40s, he wouldn’t be on my ballot. 

Will he get in? I don’t think so, but with one caveat: If the Leafs win a Cup 
with him playing the role of beloved OGWAC, it might be enough of a 
feel-good story to nudge him into longshot territory. Otherwise, I can’t see 
it. 

Mark Giordano 

Why it’s a tough one: He has a Norris, and almost everyone who wins 
one eventually gets into the HHOF. Seriously, it’s weird – with Wilson 
finally getting the call, the only eligible Norris winner who hasn’t been 
voted in is Randy Carlyle in 1981. 

The case for: Take away the Norris and Giordano’s case isn’t all that 
impressive, although you could still make it. He wasn’t some one-hit 
wonder, with three other top-ten Norris years to his credit. His career 
numbers won’t blow anyone away, but he was an undrafted late-bloomer 
who developed into a well-respected player and leader, and the 
committee might find that story tough to resist. 

The case against: Other active Norris winners include PK Subban and 
Brent Burns, neither of whom feel like Hall locks, so at some point, voters 
might decide that it’s time to break the streak. Once you get past that, 
Giordano’s overall case is just OK. He does stand fourth among active 
defensemen in goals scored (trailing Shea Weber, Zdeno Chara and 
Burns), which is nice, but the rest of his overall numbers put him in the 
mix with a bunch of quasi-candidates and not much more. 

Worth remembering: Giordano spent most of his career with one team, 
which tends to boost a player’s HHOF case for reasons nobody is quite 
clear on. And as the first captain in Kraken history, he could get the same 
sort of late-career bump that Marc-Andre Fleury’s case got for going to 
Vegas. 

Should he get in? Right now, I’m a narrow “no”, although it wouldn’t take 
much success in Seattle to nudge me over. 

Will he get in? I think it’s pretty close to 50/50. 
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The Athletic / ‘We have a responsibility’: Angela James and a campaign 
to raise the profile of women in hockey 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Nov 10, 2021 14  

 

TORONTO — Every few minutes, a different platoon of young women 
would jog past the bench where Angela James was sitting. They all cut 
the same path across the arena lobby — past the Wild Wing Express, the 
pizza stand and then the vending machines — but their tracksuits were 
from hockey teams across Ontario. 

They warmed up for their games inside Canlan Ice Sports at York 
University, in happy units of Sharks, Royals and Wildcats, while some of 
their parents paid homage at the bench. James, 56, sat in sneakers and 
a comfortable sweater. For the past 11 years, she has also sat in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

“When people come up, everybody’s got a story,” she said, “which is 
really nice.” 

Many had a daughter in hockey, she said, and just wanted to say thanks. 
She shifted from the bench to a nearby table covered in white cloth and 
copies of two books bearing her image: A biography (“Angela James: 
The First Superstar of Women’s Hockey”) and a children’s book based 
on her life story (“There once was a girl: AJ”). 

“Myself and my teammates, we understand that in order to grow our 
game, we have a responsibility to promote it and to elevate it,” she said. 
“And in different aspects of the game, whether it’s coaching or 
instructing, or just doing little events like this.” 

With a booming shot and a penchant for physical play, James was a star 
in an era before hockey was a medal sport for women at the Olympics. 
She helped Canada to four world championship titles (1990, 1992, 1994 
and 1997) and she averaged two points a game over two decades, but it 
is difficult to find videos of her career online. 

In 2010, James and American Cammi Granato became the first women 
to be enshrined in the Hall, and this weekend, Canadian goaltender Kim 
St. Pierre will become the eighth. To raise awareness about the 
enshrinement gap between men and women, not only in visibility but in 
the game’s iconography, a sponsored campaign has been launched. 

The Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association, with support 
from Budweiser Canada, has put a temporary installation on display right 
across the street from the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto. It is a statue 
— made of high-density foam — of a player leaning over the boards in 
full equipment, with her braided ponytail draped over her shoulder. 

“I love this sport,” said Canadian Olympic hero Jayna Hefford, who is an 
operations consultant for the PWHPA. “I love the game. I love watching 
the NHL. I love watching my kids play. I obviously played. And I want 
hockey to be a prominent sport, and a healthy sport for a long time in this 
country. 

“In order to do that, I think we need to evolve as a sport. We need to 
continue to make it more inclusive, make people see a place for them in 
it.” 

Hefford, who was inducted into the Hall in 2018, played with James on 
the Canadian national team and also played against her with their 
respective club teams. 

“I know how many people she has inspired without that visibility,” said 
Hefford. “Imagine if she had it. Imagine if more young girls of colour, or 
young boys of colour, saw her emerge as one of the first superstars in 
the women’s game. 

“It’s powerful. It’s sad when people don’t know her story, but hopefully we 
can continue to shine a light on these types of things.” 

Hefford described James as the “ultimate power forward” and heard 
legends of her impact – the bone-crushing variety – at the 1990 world 
championships. It was the first global title for women sanctioned by the 
International Ice Hockey Federation, and bodychecking was still allowed 
under the rules. 
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“From what I understood, Angela just demolished everyone from every 
team,” said Hefford. “She kind of did it all.” 

“What’d they call her? The female Wayne Gretzky,” said Barbra Mirani, 
president of the North York Storm, a girls hockey program in Toronto. 
“It’s too bad that it wasn’t televised as much back then.” 

Her organization hosted “Stormfest” last weekend, where girls teams 
competed in rinks across the city, including at York University. Mirani 
looked over to the table as James signed another copy of her book, and 
she acknowledged many young players might not be familiar with her 
contributions to the game. 

James is a coach with the Storm — her daughter, Toni, is on a U18 team 
— and Mirani said the older players help the younger players understand 
the presence of retired star power. 

“This is what you want, right?” she said. “You want people to see this, 
especially these young girls.” 

James said she recently retired from her job of 35 years as a sports 
administrator at Seneca College. That has allowed her to spend more 
time at the arena, where she not only coaches her daughter but is also 
an assistant with the Toronto Six, a team in its second season in the 
Premier Hockey Federation, which was previously known as the NWHL. 

“When I’m out there with the Toronto Six, I like to think that I can play 
with them,” she said. “But they just keep blowing by me every time. Every 
now and then, I pick it up and say, ‘Hey, come on, you’ve got to chase 
down this 56-year-old here.’” 

James chuckled: “They usually do.” 

The comparison with Gretzky was always an imperfect one, and not just 
because James played with a more physical component in her game. 
Gretzky never had to pick up a second job to help pay for his children to 
play hockey. 

James said it cost $7,000 a season as her eldest son, Christian, was 
closing in on the end of his triple-A career. Toni’s twin brother, Michael, 
was also a hockey player. “I’ll be quite honest with you — I coach and do 
extra instruction and stuff just to put my kids through it, as well,” James 
said. 

Christian is now in his third year at Western University, with an eye 
toward medical school. The twins are 16, and on top of coaching, James 
still plays in a competitive recreational league in Toronto. 

Elaine Black wandered over to the table just after noon on the opening 
day of Stormfest. The parking lot was overflowing outside, with a 
serpentine queue of increasingly agitated parents looking for space. 

Teams warmed up outside the main entrance and in the lobby. Music 
played outside the pro shop. 

Black bought a book. 

“I have two daughters who play hockey, and over the last 10 years, 
everything’s changed so much for them, which is good,” she said. “So the 
next 10 years? I can only hope for more.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs beat Flyers in most defensively sound road 
effort yet 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxNovember 10, 2021, 10:31 PM 

 

PHILADELPHIA -- Behind the scenes and between the ears, Toronto 
Maple Leafs players and coaches have been wrestling for solutions to 
their sluggish starts. 

Heading into Philadelphia Wednesday night, the club had yet to score 
first in any road game and had dug itself an early hole in nine out of their 
first 13 games. 

How can a group that struck first in 34 of 56 games last season begin so 
many nights with its feet in the mud? 

“It’s a $1-million question," coach Sheldon Keefe said. “Coaches will beat 
yourself up over that -- and sometimes players will, too -- just trying to 
figure it out." 

In a venomous Philly barn, where the locals loudly chant “Sucks!” after 
the introduction of each member of the visitors’ starting lineup 
(Announcer: “Right wing Ondrej Kase.” Crowd: “…sucks!”) and boo their 
own power-play with lust, falling behind early again could’ve been a 
recipe for disaster. 

Remaining Time -2:01 

How Nylander is taking his game to the next level to be an impact player 

"We can't sit back," challenged ex-Flyer Wayne Simmonds. "We can't 
wait. I feel like we've probably done that a little bit too much this year, you 
know, the feeling-out process. And we don't want that to be the makeup 
of our team. We want to go out there and jump on it right away." 

Although it would be difficult to argue that the Leafs jumped all over the 
Flyers, they more than held their own playing without the injured John 
Tavares (day to day, lower body) in a rather even if uneventful first 
period. 

Then they drew first blood in the second. 

William Nylander’s all-important deflection off his boot kickstarted the 
Leafs, who cruised to a 3-0 shutout -- easily their most consistent and 
defensively sound effort away from home. 

Remaining Time -1:32 

Nylander strikes first for Maple Leafs after call on ice overturned 

“I liked the intensity our team played with defensively in a game we knew 
was going to be low-event and hard to get much offence,” Keefe said. “It 
was a clean win for our team.” 

The coach instructed his group that they needed to be comfortable 
locking things down and winning 1-0. Responsible defence led to 
opportunities to build the lead. 

“Everybody took his words of wisdom to heart and came out and 
executed like we know we can. And we’re going to need that to continue 
to beat these really good teams,” Jack Campbell said, facing only five 
high-danger chances en route to his second blank sheet. “I didn’t have to 
do too much.” 

Nylander pounced again in the third, wristing a puck clean past Carter 
Hart on the power-play off a buttery backhand feed from Nick Ritchie, 
promoted to the top PP unit in Tavares’s absence. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Nylander snipes his second goal of the game against the Flyers 

For Ritchie, it was just his second point as a Leaf. 

For Nylander, he ties Tavares for the team lead in goals (seven) and 
Leon Draisaitl for the league lead in game-winners (four). He is rolling on 
a five-game point streak (4-3-7), has shot more pucks on net (56) than 
everyone not named Alex Ovechkin, and is now humming along at a 40-
goal pace. 

"Whew. Got some fire in his belly. He is moving out there and doing 
everything we could possibly ask,” said Campbell, noting Nylander’s 
effort on the backcheck to bust up the Flyers’ attack. 
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Nylander’s 14 takeaways rank him sixth in the category league-wide. 

"When he’s going, he’s going, right? When he’s skating and moving his 
feet, he’s dangerous all over the ice. He reads the play well,” Auston 
Matthews added. “He's been shooting the puck, I think, a little bit more, 
and it's obviously been going in." 

Game-time decision Ondrej Kase played well despite battling an injury 
and added an insurance goal late in the third, benefitting from a nice 
hustle play by Alexander Kerfoot on the forecheck. Kase’s goal snapped 
a 16-goal run during which only the Core Four was finding the back of the 
net. 

Remaining Time -0:55 

Maple Leafs' Kase fires one home for his 100th NHL point 

Toronto’s penalty kill was pristine (four for four), and Campbell, making 
his 12th appearance already, was stellar in a bounce-back effort. 

But with a back-to-back looming this weekend (versus Calgary Friday 
and at Buffalo Saturday), Tavares’s health will join Campbell’s heavy 
workload among the Leafs’ challenges. 

“Certainly gotta step up. I think everyone felt that. When your captain and 
one of your best players, leading scorer is out of the lineup, it’s a big ask 
for everybody. But also a great opportunity,” Campbell said. 

“I just felt like everybody was in a zone, top to bottom. Doesn’t matter 
who it was, everybody did their job -- and did it for 60 minutes. It’s great 
to see.” 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• You gotta feel happy for Tavares’s replacement, Kirill Semyonov. The 
undrafted 27-year-old moved his young family to Toronto from Omsk this 
summer to chase a long-deferred NHL dream. After producing nine 
points in nine games for the AHL Marlies, Semyonov’s dream came true 
Wednesday. He did not look out of place. 

• With a grand total of one goal this season by Toronto defencemen 
(Jake Muzzin), Keefe has been investigating the dearth of blue line 
scoring. 

"I've looked at a lot of the defence scoring around the league and a lot of 
it is activating offensively in the offensive zone; it's on the rush. And our 
D are just as active if not more than most teams, yet that hasn't produced 
the results that we want," Keefe says. "It is a bit of an oddity." 

• Flyers defenceman Justin Braun registered seven blocked shots. 

More from Sportsnet 

How returning to a full NHL season should shape early team opinions 

Justin Bourne 

Stylists to NBA's best offer perspective on how fashion can help hockey 
grow 

Sonny Sachdeva 

• Ritchie had some excellent chances and a game-high seven shots 
during his promotion to Mitch Marner’s line and to the top power-play 
unit. Offensively, this was easily his best showing, but he is still hunting 
for his first goal as Leaf. 

"It's not easy," Ritchie concedes. "You want to score as many as you 
can, but it's not that easy right now, and I got to get back to basics." 

Says Keefe: "We want to make sure we stay on top of him with just the 
urgency of the situation. It is not so much the fact that he hasn't scored, 
but shift to shift, it's bringing urgency and consistency in his play…. We 
expect a lot more, and we need to get a lot more out of him. Part of that 
is on him, and part of that is on us to help him get there." 

• Auston Matthews has raised nearly $58,000 for Movember. He has 
promised to shave off the moustache he’s been rocking since 2019 if that 
total reaches $134,000. 

"It's really important to me and a really big month," Matthews said. "I try 
and have fun with it and raise awareness. 

“I hope we reach the goal, though, because I want to see what it looks 
like without it.” 

    Hockey icon and facial hair connoisseur @AM34 is putting his muzzy 
on the line for #menshealth. If he reaches a fundraising goal of $134K in 
for #Movember: his moustache GOES.  

     

    The fate of his moustache lies in your hands. Donate today: 
https://t.co/7rZMCaOC1A pic.twitter.com/bXsvZ2hPKZ 

    — Movember Canada (@MovemberCA) October 28, 2021 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.11.2021 

1194660 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / How returning to a full NHL season should shape early 
team opinions 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneNovember 10, 2021, 3:30 
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How late is too late for a struggling team in the National Hockey League 
to right the ship and become a playoff contender? We’ve become 
conditioned by the idea that teams tell us who they are awfully early in an 
NHL season, because it’s mostly true. I’ve cited Elliotte Friedman’s 
interesting statistic several times in these columns, but once more for 
good measure: 

From 2005-06 to 2019-20, just nine of 59 teams who were four points out 
after games on November 1 came back to make the playoffs. If you fall 
behind early, it’s not a great sign about your prospects. 

You’ll note though that, hey … nine out of 59. That’s over 15 per cent of 
playoff teams that start poorly who find their way back to a measure of 
success. Those 15 per cent are wonderful stories, and they’re part of 
what the shortened seasons have robbed from us in 2019-20 and 2020-
21. We’ve missed teams having the opportunity to rise above substantial 
trials and tribulations with a dramatic push on the last laps. 

Any time a team had any run of bad luck the past two seasons -- maybe 
a stretch of concurrent injuries, or maybe a bunch of players withheld due 
to COVID protocols, or maybe just some bad bounces for a number of 
games in a row -- it all but turfed their seasons. Some were saved by that 
24-team play-in shmozzle of 2019-20, but it was a forced solution, and 
one that discounted the value of every mile of the full-length marathon. 
Make no mistake about an NHL season, “the grind” and “the dog days” 
are part of the test of it all. Stockpiling points through the best and worst 
versions of your roster, and being allowed to overcome imperfect miles 
with great ones brings the deep satisfaction of having earned it. It feels 
great to have a season back where teams have a chance to get back in 
it. 

Looking at only the five seasons before these past two shortened ones, 
the following is a handful of teams that managed to make the playoffs 
despite poor starts. 
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The Flames were dogs in 2016-17 out of the gates through 15 games, 
but it’s not like any of these teams showed well in the early going. These 
are seven teams that were below .500 hockey, proved that almost all 
teams have bad stretches, and their slow starts were just a result of 
timing rather than an indictment of their teams. 

The same season that Vegas and Carolina started slow and found their 
way into the playoffs -- that being 2018-19 -- the St. Louis Blues went 
from the cellar in the Central in the new year all the way to win the 
Stanley Cup. They made a few tangible changes, which had enough time 
to take root and make a difference. That wasn’t possible over these past 
two shortened campaigns. 

If you look at the NHL standings this season, it feels like there’s a few 
teams in this window who’re legitimately eligible to make the same climb. 
This is the window of teams I’m talking about here: 

I’m looking mostly at the 25-28 range there. 

In pre-season I had the Canucks in the playoffs, could have easily seen 
the Stars as a playoff team, and most people had the Avalanche as 
Presidents' Trophy favourites. Heck, since Yanni Gourde has come back 
the Seattle Kraken have started posting some of the best possession 
numbers in the NHL -- if they start getting some saves from Philipp 
Grubauer or Chris Driedger, it wouldn’t be impossible to see them going 
on a run in a soft division. The Kraken’s inaugural season isn’t done yet. 

In my experience in the minors and college and junior hockey, I vividly 
remember the seasons that exist within the season. There’s the run 
where you traded for or called up a couple new players, and things took a 
different shape. There’s the before and after of a coaching change, or a 
goalie injury, or the run of games everything you shot went in (and the 
opposite). There’s times you feel like you deserve more and times you’re 
hanging on to your current role for dear life. 

Hockey, more than other sports, relies on sample size to tell us the truth 
about who’s good and who isn’t, because puck luck is cruel. We’re a low 
scoring sport, and by a number of studies, luck has the heaviest 
influence on hockey of the four major North American sports. 

There’s an investment strategist and sports fan named Michael 
Mauboussin who wrote a book called “The Success Equation” and in it, 
he evaluated the role of luck and skill, leading to a graph that looks like 
this (including EPL football): 

We finally have enough games to get it right about who deserves the 
chance to play in the first round of the playoffs, where yes, small sample 
luck returns to wreak havoc. But on our way there, the NHL season 
almost always does a fair job sorting the top half of the league from the 
bottom. Knowing that, fans can surely relax a little bit about bad runs of 
hockey if they truly believe they’ve got a team that’s good enough to get 
in. For fans, it’s nice to have the luxury of the large sample back. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Amid snake-bitten season, Scheifele finding ways to grow 
in different role 
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WINNIPEG — Mark Scheifele has been looking skyward a bit more often 
than usual these days. 

That’s the byproduct of going six games without finding the back of the 
net in a season that has featured an abundance of glorious scoring 
chances. 

Very little has seemed usual for Scheifele so far during a campaign that 
has already included several interruptions — one of which was planned 
and another that was quite the opposite. 

The planned interruption was sitting out the season opener against the 
Anaheim Ducks as he served the final game of his suspension for the hit 
that left Montreal Canadiens forward Jake Evans with a concussion late 
in Game 1 of the second-round North Division playoff matchup. 

After chipping in two assists in a 6-5 overtime loss to the Minnesota Wild 
in his second game of the season, Scheifele found out he had tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Though he was fortunate to be asymptomatic, he still missed five games. 

Then on Saturday night, late in the third period of the game against the 
New York Islanders, Scheifele tried to sidestep a check along the boards 
from defenceman Adam Pelech and was left with an undisclosed lower-
body injury that appeared to be a charley horse. 

You would forgive Scheifele if there was a sense of deja vu going 
through his mind, but that’s simply not the way he processes information. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“Obviously, you never want to have to leave a game and not be able to 
come back. It’s a pretty crappy feeling,” said Scheifele. “Luckily it wasn’t 
anything more. It has been a weird start to the year, but that’s life. I’ve 
been hurt in this league before, I’ve gone through so many experiences 
and that’s what makes you a better all-around person. You learn from 
that stuff, you take those tough things that happen in your life and you 
learn from them and you become a better person from that. 

“You’re going to take bumps, you’re going to get bumps and bruises and 
we’re all tough guys and we can all battle through it. That’s the price you 
pay for playing a physical sport.” 

After skipping Monday’s practice, Scheifele was back on the ice Tuesday 
morning and suited up against the St. Louis Blues in a game the Jets lost 
3-2 in a shootout, leaving them with a record of 6-3-3. 

Although he was kept off the scoresheet, Scheifele had another strong 
outing, finishing with three shots on goal, four shot attempts and several 
nifty setups as he led all forwards in ice time (22:21). 

Of the 39 saves Blues goalie Jordan Binnington made, his best came 
with his right pad as he absolutely robbed Scheifele from point-blank 
range. 

It was the type of outing that would have caught the attention of Blues 
general manager Doug Armstrong, who is also the chief architect of 
Team Canada’s entry at the 2022 Olympics in Beijing. 

The same goes for two impressive hustle plays Scheifele made on the 
backcheck in Friday’s 5-1 win over the Chicago Blackhawks, preventing 
potential goals for Dominik Kubalik and Dylan Strome. 

“You’ve got to play both ends of the ice. You play against good players 
and you’ve got to be aware at all times,” said Scheifele. “That’s just the 
game of hockey. You’ve got to backcheck, you’ve got to forecheck, 
you’ve got to block shots, you’ve got to take hits and that’s what we’re 
trying to build on this team. 

“Every guy does every little thing and then, the goals and the assists, 
they come from doing those things. That’s what we want the Winnipeg 
Jets to be, that team that does it all and every team can do it all. That’s 
what I try to do every night.” 

Remaining Time -2:32 

Jets are thriving without contributions from Wheeler, Scheifele 
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Scheifele has been limited to one assist in four games since returning 
from COVID-19, but he’s also taken on a slightly different role, as the 
man in the middle between Adam Lowry and longtime linemate Blake 
Wheeler. 

The trio has been used in a checking-line role against the opposition’s 
best and Jets head coach Paul Maurice isn’t concerned about the limited 
offensive production right now. 

“For those guys now, they’ll have to produce points at some point 
because that’s the pressure they’re under. But that can’t be the first 
thing,” said Maurice. “I look at that line and what do they do for us, and 
what does it do for the rest of our team?” 

If Maurice wanted to try to kick-start that element of Scheifele’s game, he 
would reunite him with Kyle Connor. 

But given how well Connor is meshing with Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
Evgeny Svechnikov, Maurice doesn’t want to disrupt things, trusting 
Scheifele will eventually shoot his way out of this mini-drought. 

Wheeler isn't worried either. 

“For the better part of this homestand right there, we’re a little bit snake-
bitten right now,” said Wheeler. “We obviously know that producing is a 
part of our job, but with the amount of chances and quality chances that 
we’re generating on a nightly basis right now, it’s something we can build 
off of and start to find the back of the net a little bit more.” 

Remaining Time -0:46 

Connor's patience pays off firing the puck top shelf over Binnington 

Wheeler, who is the franchise leader in points, hit another milestone on 
Tuesday as he chipped in his 700th point for the organization on 
Connor’s team-leading ninth goal of the season. 

The hometown crowd responded with a boisterous ovation when a 
congratulatory message was posted on the scoreboard during a 
stoppage in play and the Jets captain rose to his feet on the bench and 
waved in appreciation. 

The significance of the moment was not lost on Wheeler. 

“I love these people here. They’ve treated me like gold for 11 years,” said 
Wheeler, who is up to 810 points in 988 games during his 14 NHL 
seasons. “I try to give everything I have every time we play in front of this 
building in front of those people so it means a lot to be appreciated.” 

Maurice took some time during his post-game press conference to 
discuss the impact Wheeler has on his teammates. 

“For a big chunk of those he’s just been, we use that word ‘driver,' but 
he’s been the tone-setter for our team in all areas of our game,” said 
Maurice. “It’s not just the play, it’s in the practice habits and the training 
and the pushing. What you don’t see about Blake, nor could you, but we 
went through this transition where we brought a lot of young kids in. So 
he’s a great role model for just work ethic. But the amount of times where 
one of those kids was struggling and he would be the guy that would just 
pull him aside. 

“It’s impressive because Blake is a wired kind of guy. He is lathered in a 
game. He has an ability to kind of slide down beside a guy and put his 
arm around him. I’ve heard him say ‘I did the exact same thing when I 
was in my first year, I did the exact same thing.' So he’s got a grace 
about him as a leader. I don’t think that that’s known, because if you put 
a camera on him 10 minutes after the game, usually he’s still grinding. 
But he does have a grace about him as a leader to be able to reach out. 
He has that awareness of other people in his room.” 
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TSN.CA / Masters: Toronto Maple Leafs look to solve slow starts 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Philadelphia Flyers skated at the Wells Fargo 
Center on Wednesday.  

--- 

Sheldon Keefe used the word "perplexing" to describe Toronto's start on 
Monday night. It came on the heels of what the coach called the team's 
most complete effort of the season on Saturday.  

"We go into that game, and we had won four in a row, and, despite that, 
our guys still have lots of urgency and play hard and are competitive," 
Keefe said. "Saturday night against the Boston Bruins and the guys are 
ready to play, and then it's a Monday against the L.A. Kings and we're 
not and that's not acceptable. That's not what we want to be about as a 
team." 

It was the ninth time in 13 games that Toronto allowed the first goal. Only 
the Vancouver Canucks have been slower starters this season.  

"We can't sit back," said gritty winger Wayne Simmonds. "We can't wait. I 
feel like we've probably done that a little bit too much this year, you know, 
the feeling-out process, and we don't want that to be the makeup of our 
team. We want to go out there and jump on it right away." 

Last season, the Leafs scored first 34 times in 56 games, which was tied 
for third overall in the league. It's unclear why they've struggled in that 
department so far this year. 

"It's a $1-million question," said Keefe. "Coaches will beat yourself up 
over that and sometimes players will too just trying to figure it out." 

The Leafs have tried switching up some pre-game routines but haven't 
discovered any trends that lead to good or bad starts. 

"The players have a responsibility to have themselves prepared, but it's 
not just them," said Keefe. "It's my job to influence these players and 
have them ready and I hold myself accountable just the same." 

The Flyers have opened the scoring in seven of 10 games this season.  

'It's a $1 million question': Leafs look to solve slow starts 

The Leafs came out slow on Monday night against the Kings and failed to 
dig out of an early hole. It was the ninth time in 13 games that Toronto 
allowed the first goal, only the Canucks have been slower starters this 
season. It’s a trend that coach Sheldon Keefe admits is perplexing. Mark 
Masters has more. 

--- 

In last year's playoffs, Keefe sent Simmonds out alongside top-line 
players Auston Matthews and Zach Hyman to open a few games. It was 
a tone-setting move and one that, perhaps, he will go back to this 
evening. Simmonds believes the opening shift can be significant. The 
key? 

"Just making sure that you're following the structure within the rules of 
the team game, because that really snowballs," Simmonds explained. "If 
the first line does it, the second line's going to do it, the third line's going 
to do it, the fourth line's going to do it and I really believe that's how you 
start a real good 60-minute effort."  

Simmonds has been an emotional leader for the team. The 33-year-old 
winger was credited with speaking up when the team was mired in a four-
game skid in October.   

"He's full of energy," said defenceman T.J. Brodie. "He's full of fire. You 
can see it out there. He gets fired up from time to time and brings that 
edge and that energy to the game ... During that rough stretch, it’s 
frustrating, it feels like everything is going wrong and to have the energy 
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on the bench, it gives you a boost. Sometimes it's easy to get in your own 
head and everyone gets quiet, and you need that."  

Simmonds should be even more amped up tonight. He spent eight 
seasons in Philadelphia and loves playing at the Wells Fargo Center.  

"I think this is one of the best buildings to play in in the league whether 
you're on the home team or on the visiting squad," Simmonds said. "I 
look for it to be electric tonight. They're usually crazy. Extremely crazy. 
It's unbelievable." 

    “I feel lucky to call him a friend.” 

    - Sean Couturier on Wayne Simmonds 

    Couturier said he learned a lot of leadership qualities from Simmonds. 

    Simmonds comes back to Philly with Leafs on Wednesday. 
pic.twitter.com/40Qq3MHUMf 

    — Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) November 9, 2021 

--- 

After getting banged up in Monday's game and missing Tuesday's 
practice, John Tavares and Ondrej Kase took part in Toronto's optional 
skate on Wednesday morning.  

"The fact that they're on the ice and they stayed out there this long is a 
positive thing," Keefe said. "I know both guys were preparing as though 
they would play but they needed to skate and see how that went. They'll 
remain game-time decisions right until after warmup. So, we're going to 
give them as much time as we can to be feeling good. The fact that we're 
even considering them, they're pretty minor [injuries] at this stage, but we 
want to make sure that they're comfortable and ready to play. You'll see 
[Joey] Anderson and [Kirill] Semyonov both in warmup and they'll be 
ready to play if those guys can't go." 

At Tuesday's practice, Alex Kerfoot shifted to centre on the second line 
and Nick Ritchie moved up to the left-wing spot on that line alongside 
Mitch Marner.  

Anderson skated in Kase's spot on the third line alongside David Kampf 
and Pierre Engvall.  

Semyonov, who has yet to play in the NHL, skated with Simmonds and 
Jason Spezza on the fourth line.  

Ritchie took Tavares' spot on the top power-play unit while Simmonds 
joined the second unit.  

Tavares has been heating up of late with six goals in the last six games.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Tavares stays out late at skate; GTD in Philly 

Maple Leafs' captain John Tavares missed practice on Tuesday with 
head coach Sheldon Keefe saying he was "banged up" after their game 
against the Los Angeles Kings. While Tavares will be a game time 
decision against the Flyers, he was on the ice for around 40 minutes after 
practice, which is unusual for a player who will dress. Mark Masters has 
more from the Leafs' practice. 

--- 

The Leafs have only got one goal from a defenceman in 13 games this 
season. Last year, Toronto's defence chipped in with 14 goals in 56 
games. What's behind the downturn in production?  

"It's hard to put a finger on it," said Keefe. "I've gone back through a lot of 
our scoring chances and our D are involved in a lot of them. We've had 
some really good looks from our defence, and it hasn't gone in, so some 
of it is just a little bad luck. Some of it is, you know, generating consistent 
point shots and getting pucks to go through." 

Toronto's defence has produced seven primary points in five-on-five play. 
Morgan Rielly has three primary assists. Rasmus Sandin has two. Brodie 
has one.  

"I've looked at a lot of the defence scoring around the league and a lot of 
it is activating offensively in the offensive zone, it's on the rush, and our D 
are just as active if not more than most teams yet that hasn't produced 
the results that we want," Keefe said. "It is a bit of an oddity." 

Brodie finished with 14 points in 56 games last season and has made 
contributing more offence a point of emphasis this year. How is he 
adjusting?  

"Mostly just in the offensive zone," he said, "trying to make plays, keep 
pucks alive, play defence by playing offence and keeping the puck down 
there."  

"Sometimes, for the D, it is not so much the actual goal going into the 
net," noted Keefe, "but can you create a goal for somebody else by 
shooting the puck off of the goaltender or off of a stick? It creates more 
chaos. Overall, as we get to that, more offence will follow." 

Do the Leafs need more offence from the defence? 

Jake Muzzin has one goal on the season for the Maple Leafs and that 
goal stands as the only goal to come from Toronto's defence corps so 
far. Sheldon Keefe and T.J. Brodie spoke about whether or not the club 
needs more from offence from the back end. 

--- 

Sandin, 21, and Timothy Liljegren, 22, earned positive reviews for their 
play on Toronto's third pair during the recent five-game home stand. But 
tonight, the pair of pals face their first test on the road where Keefe can't 
ensure sheltered minutes. The Flyers are flying to start the season with a 
6-2-2 record.  

"It's a deep team both offensively, with how they play, but also in just line 
over line, all four, they play hard, they're on top of you quickly so it's 
going to be a challenge for them," Keefe said. "I'm looking forward to 
seeing how that plays out. Same with Justin Holl coming back in." 

Holl, a healthy scratch in five straight, will suit up for the first time since 
Oct. 27.  

"Just want to see him not overthink it, not overdo it," Keefe said. "When 
he's playing well, he's skating offensively and defensively. He's skating 
and getting in people's way defensively, he's physical, getting plays 
stopped and then moving it quickly up the ice to our forwards and getting 
us going on offence. So, that's really it. Do his job there. Do his job on the 
penalty kill. That's it. I know he's excited to play."  

Holl will line up beside Jake Muzzin on Toronto's shutdown pair. Travis 
Dermott will be a healthy scratch as Brodie is reunited with Rielly on the 
top pair.  

What does Brodie notice about the Flyers attack?  

"Their speed and their ability to get free down low," he said. "They like to 
find that quiet ice and get the puck to it so it's going to be a good 
challenge."  

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Ritchie - Kerfoot - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Anderson  

Semyonov - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Dermott  

Campbell starts   
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