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Canes battle injury, illness while prepping for Flyers and Blues. Who’s in, who’s out 

By Chip Alexander 

After a two-game road trip to Florida, the Carolina Hurricanes 
are back home for two games, but they’re facing a question: 
Who will or won’t be able to play? 

After taking Wednesday off, the Canes returned to practice 
Thursday, but forwards Martin Necas and Jesper Fast were 
missing. The Canes are already without forward Nino 
Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce and goalie Antti 
Raanta, who all missed the Florida trip because of injuries. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Necas, who had the 
overtime winner Tuesday against Tampa Bay, and Fast did 
not feel well and that sitting them out was precautionary. He 
said both tested negative for COVID-19. 

Niederreiter, Pesce and Raanta all skated before practice 
Thursday, Brind’Amour said. 

“That’s a positive,” Brind’Amour said.  

Who plays Friday against the Philadelphia Flyers? That will 
be determined after the Canes’ morning skate Friday at PNC 
Arena, although Brind’Amour said the return of Pesce, 
Niederreiter or Raanta was “very doubtful.” 

That brought up another question: Will goalie Frederik 
Andersen play against both the Flyers on Friday and then 
Saturday against the St. Louis Blues? 

Andersen is expected to start against the Flyers (6-2-2) in 
the Metropolitan Division game. In the Canes’ 10-1-0 start, 
Andersen has been in net 10 times — a lot of early season 
work for the 32-year-old goalie, even with many of the games 
spread out. 

Brind’Amour said if Raanta shows improvement, there’s a 
chance he could go against the Blues to complete the back-
to-back. Raanta was injured against Florida on Saturday, 
coming in to relieve Andersen and then being leveled on a hit 
by the Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg as he came out of the 
crease to play the puck. 

The Canes recalled goalie Alex Lyon from the Chicago 
Wolves and Lyon has 22 games of NHL experience. He 
could be an option, too. 

Another callup from Chicago, forward Josh Leivo, was with 
the Canes for the Tampa Bay game but did not dress. Leivo 
was working on the fourth line with center Derek Stepan and 
winger Jordan Martinook in Thursday’s practice. 

With Necas and Fast out, Sebastian Aho centered Andrei 
Svechnikov and rookie Seth Jarvis, and Vincent Trocheck 
was at center with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo 
Teravainen. Jordan Staal had Steven Lorentz on a wing, with 
others alternating as 11 forwards were on the ice. 

Fast has been one of the Canes’ most consistent players 
and has five goals, one shy of his total last season. Necas 
brings the speed and the ability to break down defenses. 

Pesce has missed the past two games after slamming into 
the boards in the Nov. 3 game at Chicago, and Niederreiter 
has been out since the Oct. 29 home game against the 
Blackhawks with a lower-body injury. 

Brind’Amour said the Canes “played hard for 60 minutes” in 
beating the Lightning at Amalie Arena. That came three days 
after Carolina’s first loss of the season, a 5-2 beating by the 
Panthers in which little went right and Raanta had to be 
helped off the ice. 

“It as a good response by our team,” center Sebastian Aho 
said Thursday. “it wasn’t our best at Florida, especially in the 
first period. That’s what good teams do — they bounce back. 
Obviously Tampa is as good as it gets and to be able to win 
in their rink is good.” 

DeAngelo fined $2,000 by NHL 

Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo has been fined $2,000 
as supplementary discipline, the NHL said Thursday. 
DeAngelo was fined under the NHL rule for 
diving/embellishment. 

A player is given a warning for the first citation, then fined 
$2,000 for the second citation. DeAngelo received a warning 
for a play in the Oct. 31 game against Arizona, then a 
second citation for a play involving Florida Panthers 
defenseman Gustav Forsling in the Nov. 6 game. 
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Don Waddell Q&A: Hurricanes GM on the team’s Cup chances, whether they’ll return Seth 
Jarvis to junior and more 

By Sara Civian  

After one of the most eventful and controversial offseasons 
in the NHL, the Hurricanes opened the 2021-22 regular 
season 9-0-0, breaking a record for the best start in franchise 
history. Now they’re 10-1-0, with wins over the Islanders, 
Leafs, Bruins and Lightning to their credit, looking very much 
like an Eastern Conference contender. 

How much of this early success is sustainable? What should 
they do about 19-year-old rookie Seth Jarvis, the 2020 first-
rounder who has now played four NHL games? Is this team 
a true Stanley Cup contender? 

Hurricanes team president and general manager Don 
Waddell sat down with The Athletic at PNC Arena on 
Thursday to discuss those topics and more, including his 
thoughts on what the NHL and its teams need to do to 
prevent something like the Blackhawks sexual abuse 
scandal from happening again. 

Does the 10-1-0 start have you feeling a little vindicated after 
the offseason moves were met with a lot of criticism? 

You know what, I’ve been through this so many times. I 
respect people’s opinions, and to be honest, I don’t read a lot 
of it. We don’t sit and make these decisions in a vacuum. 
There’s a lot of work that goes into it, from a lot of people. 
We felt good about what we did this summer. It’s still early on 
in the season, but we feel good about all the decisions we’ve 
made. 

What’s been the biggest surprise so far? 

Probably how all the news guys have jumped right in. When 
you talk about, what is it, seven new guys in the lineup on a 
regular basis? When you make that many changes, you 
always worry about how players are going to adapt to it, but I 
think everybody’s bought into the system that we play — that 
Rod plays. And then, obviously, I can’t say enough about our 
goaltending. 

Is there anything you’ve been sort of relieved about, or is it 
too early? 

You live game to game. That’s just the way our business is. 
When you lose a game, you’re always trying to win the next 
one. What I’m really encouraged about is after not a great 
game Saturday night in Florida, we came back and played 
one of our better games against Tampa. 

Did you see what Ian Cole said at the morning skate in 
Tampa, that good teams don’t lose two or three in a row? 

I saw it. I didn’t read the whole thing, but when we talk about 
Cole, we talk about an old-school-type player who is blocking 
shots and all that, and he knows how to play his position. But 

I’ve always said that I like guys who have won before 
because once you win, there’s nothing like it. So the more 
guys you have on your roster that have been through 
(winning the Stanley Cup) and championships, the better for 
the organization. 

Can you explain the rules surrounding Seth Jarvis either 
staying in the NHL or going back to junior like I’m 5 years 
old? 

So, the way the rules work is like this: We can send him back 
at any time from here. He can actually go back at any time 
after 10 games are up. But once we send him back, he’s 
there until their season is over. Once we send him back to 
junior, he can’t leave there until the (junior) season is over. 
And once he plays 10 NHL games, his contract year will 
count. So that would mean, if he plays 10 NHL games, he 
would have two years left on this contract. If we send him 
back after Game 9 and he didn’t play in the NHL for the rest 
of the season, this contract year would roll over, so he would 
still have three years remaining on his contract. 

With the way he’s playing, has he made this decision harder 
than you thought it would be headed into training camp? Do 
you think you will send him back? 

Yeah, we will obviously continue to monitor the situation, but 
with the way he’s playing, he certainly doesn’t look out of 
place at all — that’s for sure. And, you know, it’s a long year. 
We are going to have some injuries. So having that sort of 
skill set available to us would be valuable, because once we 
send him back, we can’t call him back up. That’s why you try 
to wait it out for as long as you can before you make a 
decision about it. 

Are you getting what you need out of Jesperi Kotkaniemi? 

Well, we’d like him to be better at times. His skill level, his 
hockey sense, is there. He passes the puck well. As you 
know, the style we play is very fast, up-tempo. And with him 
being a natural centerman, he has a natural (instinct) to want 
to slow it down a little bit and make plays. I do think with him 
moving to the wing, it’s something he hasn’t done, and it’s 
probably been a big adjustment for him. So, you look at 
some of the plays he makes in games, and you can see the 
skill level, but it hasn’t resulted in (many) goals and points. 
So, I think playing on a new team, in a new position, has 
been a bigger adjustment for him than we probably thought it 
would be. 

I know it’s early, but as you said, you’ve been in hockey for a 
while. Does this look like a team that could contend for a 
Stanley Cup? 
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Well. Yes. To answer your question, yes. 

Getting to the playoffs is hard. Winning in the playoffs is 
harder because you’re playing against all good teams at that 
point. Then, you’ve seen when sometimes a goaltender will 
carry you through the playoffs. Average goaltending will not 
get you through playoffs. Then, your best players need to be 
your best players (at all times) in the playoffs. You need a lot 
of things to go your way. But I think we’re in a position now 
where we’ve played six or seven playoff rounds in the last 
three years. Our younger players are getting that experience. 
They have that taste of advancing. So I think we’re in a pretty 
good position. And if we can make our team stronger at any 
point, we will continue to look at those options. 

(Author’s note: Yes, the Canes were in on Jack Eichel to 
some extent, and yes, this explains it.) 

How closely have you been paying attention to the 
Blackhawks sexual abuse scandal and the way the league 
has handled it? What do you think needs to change in the 
NHL to prevent this from happening again? 

I only know what you know — we only know what we read — 
and we hope those situations are behind us. But I think the 
most important thing is if anything ever comes to light with 
our team and any team, that it’s gotta be dealt with 
immediately. That’s about the biggest lesson I’ve learned 
from it. 
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Hurricanes overcome adversity, beat Lightning in OT on Necas’ goal 

By Cory Lavalette  

There was plenty that was familiar for the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Tuesday night in Tampa Bay. 

For one, there was Steven Stamkos scoring after a failed 
Hurricanes power play. Hulking defenseman Victor Hedman 
was patrolling the Tampa Bay blue line, playing nearly half 
the game. And there was impenetrable Lightning goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopping everything Carolina threw at him. 

“He’s elite. We all know that,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Vasilevskiy. “We’ve seen him enough 
and the league’s seen him enough — his accolades speak 
for themselves.” 

What was missing was the sense of hopelessness that 
seemed to encompass the Hurricanes late in Tampa Bay’s 
five-game playoff win against Carolina in the spring. 

Also absent? The familiar final result. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored on the power play just before the 
midway point of the third period to tie the game, and the 
Hurricanes overcame a waved-off overtime winner by Brady 
Skjei to see Martin Necas similarly score on Vasilevskiy to 
give Carolina a 2-1 win on Tuesday night in Tampa Bay. 

“We knew we needed a bounce-back game, and it was just a 
great team effort all around,” Skjei said. 

Despite doubling up the Lightning in shots on goal for much 
of the game, Carolina trailed 1-0 at the midway point of 
regulation after Mathieu Joseph set up Stamkos for a shot 
into an open net to make it 1-0. 

The goal came just minutes after the Hurricanes had failed to 
score on an extended 5-on-3 power play. And it wasn’t a 
normal two-man advantage. 

One of the Lightning’s three skaters, defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh, was stung by a shot shaken up. Then 
Vasilevskiy (29 saves) made a skate save that knocked the 
blade out of his skate and left the Tampa Bay goaltender on 
his knees trying to get a whistle. 

“You don’t see that very often,” Teravainen said of 
Vasilevskiy being down to one functioning skate. “I didn’t 
know what’s the rule, if they’re gonna whistle it down or they 
just keep going. I feel like everybody just tried to create 
something, do something, and we got a bit confused. I think 
we got to put that puck in the net for sure.” 

Then Stamkos scored, and the ghosts of last year’s playoffs 
lurked in the shadows as the Hurricanes entered the second 
intermission down 1-0. 

“Roddy came in the locker room and just said just play our 
game,” Necas said. “Battle for every puck. It doesn’t have to 
happen in the first shift. It can happen in the last one.” 

When Stamkos was called for goaltender interference, 
Carolina’s power play came back out with a chance to 
exorcise some demons — both from earlier in the game and 
last year. 

The Hurricanes wheeled the puck around the offensive zone, 
going from low to high, then across the blue line to Andrei 
Svechnikov. Svechnikov passed down low to Vincent 
Trocheck, who zipped the puck across the goal mouth back 
to Teravainen — who had started the sequence — for his 
third goal of the season and a tie game at 9:56 of the third. 

“It’s always frustrating when you play a pretty good game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You’re doing what we asked and getting 
some good looks. (Vasilevskiy) was making some big saves. 
So it was just good to keep going, keep sticking with it. And, 
obviously, we got a big power play goal.” 

The teams went to overtime — Carolina’s first game past 
regulation this season — as both Vasilevskiy and an equally 
stingy Frederik Andersen (17 saves) kept the game at one 
goal apiece. 

And the Hurricanes’ resilience wasn’t done being tested. 

Carolina seemingly won the game when Skjei rushed up the 
right wing and fired a shot that beat Vasilevskiy for the win. 

But the NHL reviewed the play and the goal was waved off 
due to offside on the Hurricanes’ Trocheck. 

“I got the good feeling and then the bad feeling again,” 
Teravainen said. 

The teams lined back up, and it wasn’t long before Carolina 
ended it for good. 

Necas entered the zone with Hedman locked in on him, and 
the speedy winger snaked his way back and forth, forcing the 
Tampa Bay defenseman to give him a cushion out of respect 
for his speed. 

Necas found an opening and shot, whistling the puck short 
side past Vasilevskiy to win it — for real this time. 

“I was kind of waiting through the neutral zone,” Necas said. 
“I was kind of going from side to side … and I think it was 
Hedman, he gave me a little space. So I tried to kind of cut it 
back, cut it in the middle and shoot through him, and it 
worked out.” 
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The win improved the Hurricanes to 10-1-0 on the season 
and quickly erased the team’s lopsided 5-2 loss to Florida on 
Saturday. 

More importantly, it showed that Carolina is a team that can 
come off the mat — even against an opponent with which it 
has a difficult history. 

“To fight back and … feel like you win it, then get, ‘No, you 
didn’t,’ you know, and have to do it,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
thought it says a lot about the group. They literally just shook 
it off — better than I did. They were just like, ‘OK, let’s play a 
little bit more.’ So it was a real positive game for us.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: Oilers Move Up, but Hurricanes Hold On to No. 1 

By Lyle Fitzsimmons 

Here we are again, 15 years later. 

Back then, in 2006, the Carolina Hurricanes and Edmonton 
Oilers were the last two NHL teams standing on the way to 
an epic seven-game Stanley Cup Final that the former 
Hartford Whalers won. 

It's early, but if the 2021-22 season winds up in similar 
fashion, remember where you heard it first. 

Barely a month into the campaign, the Hurricanes became 
the second team to embark on a two-week run atop B/R's 
weekly NHL power rankings—sweeping the ballots as the 
Oilers, Florida Panthers, Minnesota Wild and St. Louis Blues 
rounded out the top five. 

Florida placed No. 1 following the first and second weeks of 
play. The Hurricanes, Oilers and Blues, along with the 
Panthers, have made the top five each week since play 
began. 

Carolina entered Wednesday's games with the most wins 
(10, tied), the fewest losses (one), best points percentage 
(.909) and best goal differential (plus-20) in the league. 

"These guys know that they are going to get opportunities, 
so just sticking with what we're trying to do [is important]," 
head coach Rod Brind'Amour, who was also captain of the 
2006 championship team, said. "Composure is part of it. We 
have a nice mix. You can see there's a little more veteran 
presence with this group. There's no panic." 

Read on to see how the remaining spots were filled, and feel 
free to drop a note or two in the comments section to let our 
puck heads know where they got it right, and perhaps 
otherwise. 

Nos. 32-26: Coyotes, Canadiens, Blackhawks, Senators, 
Kraken, Canucks, Sabres 

32. Arizona Coyotes (Last Week: 32nd) 

It's official. The Coyotes won't go 0-for-82 this season. They 
earned win No. 1 in game No. 12, rallying from a two-goal 
deficit to defeat the Seattle Kraken. Lawson Crouse's game-
winner was his team-high fourth goal of the season. 

              

31. Montreal Canadiens (Last Week: 30th) 

The Canadiens were consistent, scoring twice in each of 
their three games the past week. Problem is, foes scored six, 
five and three. The good news? Superstar Carey Price has 
returned to the team facility after a spell in the NHL/NHLPA 

player assistance program, though his on-ice return 
timetable is unclear. 

                

30. Chicago Blackhawks (Last Week: 31st) 

For a team that's won three of 14 this term, a two-game win 
streak is cause for celebration. Head coach Jeremy Colliton 
was fired Saturday after the Hawks' disastrous 1-9-2 start. 
Interim coach Derek King told Ben Pope of the Chicago Sun-
Times the team concept is vital: "I'm going to learn from the 
players. And we're just going to get better together." 

           

29. Ottawa Senators (Last Week: 28th) 

A defeat in Boston on Tuesday made it seven of eight on the 
losing side for the Senators since they began the season 
with two wins in three games. Ottawa scored two or fewer 
goals in five of the games, and its rate of 2.5 goals per game 
was fifth-worst in the league entering Wednesday. 

               

28. Seattle Kraken (Last Week: 29th) 

The Kraken followed a home victory over Buffalo with 
consecutive road losses to Arizona and Vegas. Goalie 
Philipp Grubauer took the loss against the Coyotes and 
allowed five goals for the second time in 10 starts. His .886 
save percentage is well off his .919 career mark. 

            

27. Vancouver Canucks (Last Week: 27th) 

Just two wins and five points came from a seven-game 
homestand for the Canucks, who will head to Colorado on 
Thursday for a three-game road trip. The penalty-killing unit 
is a particular issue, having been successful just 65 percent 
of the time, second-worst in the NHL. 

                 

26. Buffalo Sabres (Last Week: 16th) 

A 5-1-1 start is fading quickly thanks to a stretch of four 
regulation losses and an OT defeat. Elsewhere, franchise 
center Jack Eichel was finally traded after a protracted saga. 
Forward Peyton Krebs was a major factor in the trade, 
according to GM Kevyn Adams. "[Krebs] was someone we 
had targeted and worked extremely hard to get in this deal," 
Adams said. 
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Nos. 25-21: Stars, Avalanche, Predators, Penguins, Golden 
Knights 

25. Dallas Stars (Last Week: 25th) 

An OT win at Calgary on Thursday was the only bright spot 
for the Stars, who have dropped six of seven since a 3-2 
start. Like the Senators before them, scoring is a problem. 
Dallas is netting just 2.17 goals per game following 
Wednesday's 4-2 loss to Nashville, the league's fourth-worse 
record. 

             

24. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 14th) 

The sting of a 4-5-1 start got worse with center Nathan 
MacKinnon set to miss three weeks with a lower-body injury. 
He has a goal and nine assists in eight games for the 
Avalanche, who gave up nine goals in consecutive losses to 
Columbus in a two-game week. 

             

23. Nashville Predators (Last Week: 22nd) 

The four-game win streak that ran through last week 
devolved into a 2-2 follow-up for the Predators, who are 
somehow 24th in the league in scoring while still managing 
to have the sixth-best power-play unit at 26.3 percent. 

              

22. Pittsburgh Penguins (Last Week: 18th) 

Speaking of weird stats, goalie Tristan Jarry was beaten in 
Chicago on Tuesday, dropping him to 0-3 this season in 
shootouts, during which he's allowed seven goals on 10 
shots. Elsewhere, though, his .926 save percentage and 
2.27 goals-against average are better than his career marks.  

              

21. Vegas Golden Knights (Last Week: 19th) 

Three wins in four games plus Jack Eichel?! Sounds like a 
good week for the Golden Knights, who scored 14 goals 
while allowing just five in defeating Ottawa, Montreal and 
Seattle. As for Eichel, he's off to Denver on Friday to 
have disk replacement surgery at the Rocky Mountain Spine 
Clinic, per Ben Gotz of the Las Vegas Review-Journal. 

Nos. 20-16: Red Wings, Islanders, Kings, Bruins, Maple 
Leafs 

20. Detroit Red Wings (Last Week: 23rd) 

The ups and downs continue for the Red Wings, who 
followed three straight regulation losses with three straight 
victories, including a Tuesday night defeat of the high-flying 
Oilers. "The arena was buzzing," said center Vladislav 
Namestnikov, who scored two goals in the victory. 

             

19. New York Islanders (Last Week: 21st) 

Just three road games to go for the Islanders on a 13-game 
odyssey to begin the season before their new rink, the UBS 
Arena, opens on November 20. They sit seventh in the 

Metropolitan Division heading into Wednesday, though they 
have gotten points in seven of their 10 games this year. 

               

18. Los Angeles Kings (Last Week: 26th) 

Now that's more like it for the hard-working Kings, who have 
won six in a row to erase the stain of a 1-5-1 start. Four of 
their past five have been one-goal games, and three have 
gone past 60 minutes. As for individuals, Anze Kopitar (15) 
and Alex Iafallo (13) are point-per-game players through 13 
games.  

                  

17. Boston Bruins (Last Week: 17th) 

Two more home wins over Detroit and Ottawa made it five 
victories in five starts at the TD Garden for the Bruins, who 
are a less glittering 1-4 away from home. Boston rallied from 
two down to defeat the Senators, though Bruce Cassidy's 
late-game benching of Taylor Hall made headlines. 

                   

16. Toronto Maple Leafs (Last Week: 10th) 

Topsy-turvy much? The Maple Leafs followed four losses 
(three in regulation) with five victories before the run was 
ended with a 5-1 loss to the Kings on Monday. Goalie Petr 
Mrazek is on the shelf with a groin injury for the next four 
weeks, but crease-mate Jack Campbell has seven wins, a 
.936 save percentage and a 1.90 goals-against average. 

Nos. 15-11: Sharks, Ducks, Devils, Lightning, Jets 

15. San Jose Sharks (Last Week: 13th) 

Just when it looked like the shine of a 6-4-1 start was starting 
to dull, the Sharks circled the wagons for a 4-1 win at 
Calgary on Tuesday night, handing the Flames their first 
regulation loss since their season-opener. "Everyone's 
bought in in this group," San Jose captain Logan Couture 
said. 

                

14. Anaheim Ducks (Last Week: 24th) 

The Ducks remained perfect in November, with their three 
wins this past week—part of a five-game win streak—seeing 
them outscore foes by a 10-4 count. Off the ice, general 
manager Bob Murray resigned Wednesday after 
being placed on administrative 
leave Tuesday following accusations of improper 
professional conduct. 

                 

13. New Jersey Devils (Last Week: 20th) 

A three-game road trip finished with a win over the Sharks 
and a three-game homestand began with a 7-3 rout of the 
Panthers for the Devils, who sit in a three-way tie for fourth in 
the Metropolitan Division. Two goals from Andreas Johnsson 
mean he boasts a team-best six on the season. 

                

12. Tampa Bay Lightning (Last Week: 8th) 
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Even though it was an OT loss, Tuesday's home game with 
Carolina marked the sixth straight outing in which the 
Lightning have secured at least one point. Tampa Bay has 
outscored opponents 20-11 in the run, winning four times 
and losing twice in overtime. 

                 

11. Winnipeg Jets (Last Week: 9th) 

Goalie Connor Hellebuyck was back in the net for a shootout 
loss to St. Louis on Tuesday after missing three games to 
first be at his son's birth and then because of a non-COVID 
illness. Backup Eric Comrie played against Dallas, Chicago 
and the New York Islanders, allowing six goals on 76 shots 
(.923 save percentage). 

Nos. 10-6: Rangers, Blue Jackets, Flyers, Capitals, Flames 

10. New York Rangers (Last Week: 7th) 

A trip to the league's northwestern region was not a good 
one for the Rangers, who followed a victory at Seattle with 
losses in Vancouver, Edmonton and Calgary in which they 
were outscored 15-7. New York returned home Monday with 
a 4-3 win over Florida. 

             

9. Columbus Blue Jackets (Last Week: 15th) 

It's been a less hectic but no less successful stretch for the 
Blue Jackets, who have played—and won—just three times 
since Halloween. Columbus beat Colorado twice this week, 
scoring eight goals in regulation. However, no team is 
allowing more shots this season (34.8 per game). 

              

8. Philadelphia Flyers (Last Week: 11th) 

Unlike the Rangers, the Flyers were 2-1 on their 
northwestern trip and returned for two home wins around a 
loss on the road to Pittsburgh. Despite Wednesday's 3-0 loss 
to the Maple Leafs, the Flyers are fifth in the league with a 
per-game rate of 2.45 goals allowed. 

                

7. Washington Capitals (Last Week: 6th) 

It's been a so-so November for the Capitals, who lost on the 
road against the Lightning and Panthers and at home to the 
Flyers before defeating the Sabres on Monday. 
Teenager Hendrix Lapierre was sent back to junior after 
playing six NHL games, while Alex Ovechkin tied Brett Hull 
(741) for fourth on the league's all-time goals list.  

                 

6. Calgary Flames (Last Week: 4th) 

November hasn't been quite as impressive as October was 
for the Flames, who have dropped two overtime games and 
another in regulation across four starts since the calendar 
flipped. After Tuesday's 4-1 loss to the Sharks, they are 0-2-
1 in three games against Pacific Division foes despite their 7-
2-3 overall start. 

Nos. 5-1: Blues, Wild, Panthers, Oilers, Hurricanes 

5. St. Louis Blues (Last Week: 5th) 

Goalie Jordan Binnington made 39 saves in Tuesday's win at 
Winnipeg, marking the fifth time in nine appearances this 
season in which he's stopped at least 35 shots. He's 3-1-1 in 
those five games and has a .928 save percentage and a 
2.44 goals-against average this year. 

             

4. Minnesota Wild (Last Week: 12th) 

Three straight five-goal outbursts have yielded three straight 
wins for the Wild, who have climbed to seventh in the league 
with 3.27 goals per game. Winger Ryan Hartman has a 
team-best six goals in 11 games after scoring just seven 
times in 51 games last season. 

                  

3. Florida Panthers (Last Week: 2nd) 

It's just a five-game sample, but the Panthers are 2-2-1 since 
an 8-0 start to the season. They have been outscored 11-6 in 
the past two games, both losses. Goaltender Spencer Knight 
was beaten 10 times on only 48 shots in those games for a 
.789 save percentage. 

              

2. Edmonton Oilers (Last Week: 3rd) 

The Oilers fell into a three-goal hole for the second straight 
game Tuesday, only this time they didn't climb out and 
dropped a 4-2 decision in Detroit for their first road loss of 
the season. It also ended a streak of 10 straight games in 
which they had scored at least once on the power play. 

                     

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 1st) 

Carolina's season-opening win streak finally came to an end 
at nine when a visit to Florida resulted in a 5-2 loss Saturday. 
The Hurricanes rebounded to finish the trip south with a 2-1 
win in Tampa. "Good teams don't lose two games in a row," 
defenseman Ian Cole said. "Good teams don't lose three 
games in a row." 
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DeAngelo fined $2,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

NEW YORK - Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo has been fined $2,000 as supplementary 
discipline under NHL Rule 64 (Diving/Embellishment), the 
National Hockey League announced today. 

NHL Rule 64 is designed to bring attention to and more 
seriously penalize players (and teams) who repeatedly dive 
and embellish in an attempt to draw penalties. Fines are 
assessed to players and head coaches on a graduated scale 
outlined below: 

Citation #, Player Fine(s), * Head Coach Fine(s) 

1, Warning, N/A 
2, $2,000, N/A 
3, $3,000, N/A 
4, $4,000, N/A 
5, $5,000, $2,000 
6, $5,000, $3,000 
7, $5,000, $4,000 
8, $5,000, $5,000 

* For head coaches, each FINE issued to a player on his 
club counts toward his total. Four FINES issued to one 

player or a club collectively results in the head coach 
receiving his first fine. 

Citations are issued by the National Hockey League Hockey 
Operations Department, which tracks all games, logs all 
penalties for diving or embellishment, and flags all plays not 
called on the ice that in its opinion were deserving of such a 
penalty. A Citation is issued once Hockey Operations, 
through its internal deliberations, is convinced that a player 
warrants sanction. 

DeAngelo was issued a Warning following an incident 
flagged by NHL Hockey Operations during NHL Game No. 
128 against the Arizona Coyotes on Oct. 31. His second 
Citation, which triggered the $2,000 fine, was issued for an 
incident at 3:04 of the first period during NHL Game No. 166 
against the Florida Panthers on Nov. 6. Panthers 
defenseman Gustav Forsling received a minor penalty for 
hooking on the play. 

The money goes to the Players' Emergency Assistance 
Fund.

 

 

 

 

 

Canes' DeAngelo fined for diving/embellishment 

The NHL announced a $2,000 fine for diving/embellishment 
for Carolina Hurricanes defenceman  

on Thursday. 

The fine is considered supplementary discipline under Rule 
62. Fines are meted out on a graduated scale with 
DeAngelo's coming for a second offence. A first offence 
comes with simply a warning and no monetary punishment. 

The incident that prompted the fine came in a Nov. 6 game 
against the Florida Panthers. DeAngelo was adjudged to 

have dived on a play in the first period in which Panthers 
forward was penalized for hooking. 

Money accrued from fines goes towards the Players’ 
Emergency Assistance Fund. 

DeAngelo, 26, is in his first season with the Hurricanes, 
having signed a one-year, $1 million deal in the summer. 

Through 11 games this season, DeAngelo has two goals and 
a team-high nine assists over 17:55 of ice time a night. 
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Hurricanes’ Tony DeAngelo fined $2,000 for diving 

By Adam Gretz  

The NHL announced on Thursday afternoon that Carolina 
Hurricanes defender Tony DeAngelo has been fined $2,000 
under the league’s diving/embellishment rule. 

This was DeAngelo’s second offense for diving, prompting 
the $2,000 fine. 

If he is cited again the fine goes up to $3,000. 

According to the league, DeAngelo was initially warned for a 
diving incident on Oct. 31 against the Arizona Coyotes. The 
second infraction, which resulted in the fine, occurred on 
Saturday against the Florida Panthers. Florida’s Gustav 
Forsling was penalized for hooking no the play. 

You can see the play in the video above. 

DeAngelo has two goals and nine assists in 11 games for the 
Hurricanes so far this season.

 

 

 

Rees assigned to Chicago, DeAngelo fined and a Canes’ injury update 

By Alec Sawyer  

First and foremost, happy Veterans Day to all, and a big 
thank you to any of you who have served.  

The Canes are back in Raleigh with a back-to-back starting 
up tomorrow night, and there have been a few minor news 
items surrounding the team that have come down the wire 
today.  

So, here’s a little update on what’s going on with the Canes 
on this fine Thursday: 

Injury/Illness update 

The Canes practiced Thursday morning at PNC Arena, and 
there were a few faces missing from the ice. 

The three injured Canes — Nino Niederreiter, Brett Pesce 
and Antti Raanta — did not practice, but skated beforehand, 
according to Rod Brind’Amour. That, of course, is a good 
sign for that trio.  

“Those guys all skated this morning early, so that’s positive,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ll know more tomorrow at morning 
skate to kind of see where they’re out. But I’d say very 
doubtful [they play this weekend].” 

Apart from the injuries, the Canes were missing two other 
forwards during Thursday morning’s practice, as neither 
Jesper Fast nor Martin Necas were present.  

Brind’Amour gave an update on them following practice as 
well: 

“We kept Jesper and [Necas] out,” Brind’Amour said. “They 
weren’t feeling good. We kept them out and tested them. 
They came back negative, so that’s good. You’re always 
being cautious.” 

Tony DeAngelo fined for embellishment 

The NHL issued a $2,000 fine to Canes’ defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo Thursday afternoon for an embellishment/diving 
incident in the loss to the Florida Panthers.  

DeAngelo had been previously warned for embellishment 
after the Canes’ win over Arizona on Oct. 31, and was given 
the fine for his second incident. Here’s that play from the 
Florida game: 

Any ensuing embellishment incidents for DeAngelo will result 
in a $1,000 increase to the fine, with it capping at $5,000.  

Jamieson Rees assigned to Chicago 

Some good news down the prospect wire for the Canes, as 
Rees was assigned to Chicago Thursday after spending the 
beginning of the season on the injured non-roster list.  

Rees suffered a knee injury and had surgery to repair it on 
Oct. 12, but will now be headed to the AHL to get going on 
his season.  
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Rees rejoins Wolves 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have 
received center Jamieson Rees on loan from the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 20-year-old Rees spent all of last season with the 
Wolves and produced eight goals and six assists in 29 
games during his first year as a professional. Rees appeared 
in three preseason games for the Hurricanes this season, 
then moved to their injured non-roster list on Oct. 11. 

The Hamilton, Ontario, native was selected by Carolina in 
the second round of the 2019 NHL Entry Draft. He piled up 
33 goals, 80 assists and 99 penalty minutes in 122 games 

for the Sarnia Sting (OHL) from 2017-20. He was slated to 
play for Sarnia last year, but the OHL did not compete due to 
COVID-19 and that allowed Rees the chance to play for the 
Wolves a year earlier than the norm. 

Rees and the Central Division-leading Wolves head to 
Rockford at 7 p.m. Friday before hosting the Toronto Marlies 
at 7 p.m. Saturday and 3 p.m. Sunday at Allstate Arena. To 
get tickets for Military Appreciation Weekend or Papa John’s 
Family Sunday, contact a friendly Wolves ticket 
representative HERE or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255741166.html 

https://theathletic.com/2949518/2021/11/11/don-waddell-qa-hurricanes-gm-on-the-teams-cup-chances-whether-theyll-return-seth-jarvis-to-junior-
and-more/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/hurricanes-overcome-adversity-beat-lightning-in-ot-on-necas-goal/ 
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2950328-nhl-power-rankings-oilers-move-up-but-hurricanes-hold-on-to-no-1 

https://www.nhl.com/news/tony-deangelo-fined-for-diving-embellishment-in-carolina-game/c-327821132 
https://www.tsn.ca/carolina-hurricanes-tony-deangelo-diving-1.1719613 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/11/carolina-hurricanes-tony-deangelo-fined-for-diving/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/11/22776867/rees-assigned-to-chicago-deangelo-fined-and-a-canes-injury-update 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/11/rees-rejoins-wolves/ 
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1225759 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Canes battle injury, illness while prepping for Flyers and Blues. Who’s in, 
who’s out 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 11, 2021 9:26 PM 

 

After a two-game road trip to Florida, the Carolina Hurricanes are back 
home for two games, but they’re facing a question: Who will or won’t be 
able to play? 

After taking Wednesday off, the Canes returned to practice Thursday, but 
forwards Martin Necas and Jesper Fast were missing. The Canes are 
already without forward Nino Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce and 
goalie Antti Raanta, who all missed the Florida trip because of injuries. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Necas, who had the overtime winner 
Tuesday against Tampa Bay, and Fast did not feel well and that sitting 
them out was precautionary. He said both tested negative for COVID-19. 

Niederreiter, Pesce and Raanta all skated before practice Thursday, 
Brind’Amour said. 

“That’s a positive,” Brind’Amour said. 

Who plays Friday against the Philadelphia Flyers? That will be 
determined after the Canes’ morning skate Friday at PNC Arena, 
although Brind’Amour said the return of Pesce, Niederreiter or Raanta 
was “very doubtful.” 

That brought up another question: Will goalie Frederik Andersen play 
against both the Flyers on Friday and then Saturday against the St. Louis 
Blues? 

Andersen is expected to start against the Flyers (6-2-2) in the 
Metropolitan Division game. In the Canes’ 10-1-0 start, Andersen has 
been in net 10 times — a lot of early season work for the 32-year-old 
goalie, even with many of the games spread out. 

Brind’Amour said if Raanta shows improvement, there’s a chance he 
could go against the Blues to complete the back-to-back. Raanta was 
injured against Florida on Saturday, coming in to relieve Andersen and 
then being leveled on a hit by the Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg as he came 
out of the crease to play the puck. 

The Canes recalled goalie Alex Lyon from the Chicago Wolves and Lyon 
has 22 games of NHL experience. He could be an option, too. 

Another callup from Chicago, forward Josh Leivo, was with the Canes for 
the Tampa Bay game but did not dress. Leivo was working on the fourth 

line with center Derek Stepan and winger Jordan Martinook in Thursday’s 
practice. 

With Necas and Fast out, Sebastian Aho centered Andrei Svechnikov 
and rookie Seth Jarvis, and Vincent Trocheck was at center with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen. Jordan Staal had Steven Lorentz on 
a wing, with others alternating as 11 forwards were on the ice. 

Fast has been one of the Canes’ most consistent players and has five 
goals, one shy of his total last season. Necas brings the speed and the 
ability to break down defenses. 

Pesce has missed the past two games after slamming into the boards in 
the Nov. 3 game at Chicago, and Niederreiter has been out since the 
Oct. 29 home game against the Blackhawks with a lower-body injury. 

Brind’Amour said the Canes “played hard for 60 minutes” in beating the 
Lightning at Amalie Arena. That came three days after Carolina’s first 
loss of the season, a 5-2 beating by the Panthers in which little went right 
and Raanta had to be helped off the ice. 

“It as a good response by our team,” center Sebastian Aho said 
Thursday. “it wasn’t our best at Florida, especially in the first period. 
That’s what good teams do — they bounce back. Obviously Tampa is as 
good as it gets and to be able to win in their rink is good.” 

DEANGELO FINED $2,000 BY NHL 

Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo has been fined $2,000 as 
supplementary discipline, the NHL said Thursday. DeAngelo was fined 
under the NHL rule for diving and embellishment. 

A player is given a warning for the first citation, then fined $2,000 for the 
second citation. DeAngelo received a warning for a play in the Oct. 31 
game against Arizona, then a second citation for a play involving Florida 
Panthers defenseman Gustav Forsling in the Nov. 6 game. 
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Don Waddell Q&A: Hurricanes GM on the team’s Cup chances, whether 
they’ll return Seth Jarvis to junior and more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Nov 11, 2021  

  

After one of the most eventful and controversial offseasons in the NHL, 
the Hurricanes opened the 2021-22 regular season 9-0-0, breaking a 
record for the best start in franchise history. Now they’re 10-1-0, with 
wins over the Islanders, Leafs, Bruins and Lightning to their credit, 
looking very much like an Eastern Conference contender. 
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How much of this early success is sustainable? What should they do 
about 19-year-old rookie Seth Jarvis, the 2020 first-rounder who has now 
played four NHL games? Is this team a true Stanley Cup contender? 

Hurricanes team president and general manager Don Waddell sat down 
with The Athletic at PNC Arena on Thursday to discuss those topics and 
more, including his thoughts on what the NHL and its teams need to do 
to prevent something like the Blackhawks sexual abuse scandal from 
happening again. 

Does the 10-1-0 start have you feeling a little vindicated after the 
offseason moves were met with a lot of criticism? 

You know what, I’ve been through this so many times. I respect people’s 
opinions, and to be honest, I don’t read a lot of it. We don’t sit and make 
these decisions in a vacuum. There’s a lot of work that goes into it, from 
a lot of people. We felt good about what we did this summer. It’s still 
early on in the season, but we feel good about all the decisions we’ve 
made. 

What’s been the biggest surprise so far? 

Probably how all the news guys have jumped right in. When you talk 
about, what is it, seven new guys in the lineup on a regular basis? When 
you make that many changes, you always worry about how players are 
going to adapt to it, but I think everybody’s bought into the system that 
we play — that Rod plays. And then, obviously, I can’t say enough about 
our goaltending. 

Is there anything you’ve been sort of relieved about, or is it too early? 

You live game to game. That’s just the way our business is. When you 
lose a game, you’re always trying to win the next one. What I’m really 
encouraged about is after not a great game Saturday night in Florida, we 
came back and played one of our better games against Tampa. 

Did you see what Ian Cole said at the morning skate in Tampa, that good 
teams don’t lose two or three in a row? 

I saw it. I didn’t read the whole thing, but when we talk about Cole, we 
talk about an old-school-type player who is blocking shots and all that, 
and he knows how to play his position. But I’ve always said that I like 
guys who have won before because once you win, there’s nothing like it. 
So the more guys you have on your roster that have been through 
(winning the Stanley Cup) and championships, the better for the 
organization. 

Can you explain the rules surrounding Seth Jarvis either staying in the 
NHL or going back to junior like I’m 5 years old? 

So, the way the rules work is like this: We can send him back at any time 
from here. He can actually go back at any time after 10 games are up. 
But once we send him back, he’s there until their season is over. Once 
we send him back to junior, he can’t leave there until the (junior) season 
is over. And once he plays 10 NHL games, his contract year will count. 
So that would mean, if he plays 10 NHL games, he would have two years 
left on this contract. If we send him back after Game 9 and he didn’t play 
in the NHL for the rest of the season, this contract year would roll over, 
so he would still have three years remaining on his contract. 

With the way he’s playing, has he made this decision harder than you 
thought it would be headed into training camp? Do you think you will 
send him back? 

Yeah, we will obviously continue to monitor the situation, but with the way 
he’s playing, he certainly doesn’t look out of place at all — that’s for sure. 
And, you know, it’s a long year. We are going to have some injuries. So 
having that sort of skill set available to us would be valuable, because 
once we send him back, we can’t call him back up. That’s why you try to 
wait it out for as long as you can before you make a decision about it. 

Are you getting what you need out of Jesperi Kotkaniemi? 

Well, we’d like him to be better at times. His skill level, his hockey sense, 
is there. He passes the puck well. As you know, the style we play is very 

fast, up-tempo. And with him being a natural centerman, he has a natural 
(instinct) to want to slow it down a little bit and make plays. I do think with 
him moving to the wing, it’s something he hasn’t done, and it’s probably 
been a big adjustment for him. So, you look at some of the plays he 
makes in games, and you can see the skill level, but it hasn’t resulted in 
(many) goals and points. So, I think playing on a new team, in a new 
position, has been a bigger adjustment for him than we probably thought 
it would be. 

I know it’s early, but as you said, you’ve been in hockey for a while. Does 
this look like a team that could contend for a Stanley Cup? 

Well. Yes. To answer your question, yes. 

Getting to the playoffs is hard. Winning in the playoffs is harder because 
you’re playing against all good teams at that point. Then, you’ve seen 
when sometimes a goaltender will carry you through the playoffs. 
Average goaltending will not get you through playoffs. Then, your best 
players need to be your best players (at all times) in the playoffs. You 
need a lot of things to go your way. But I think we’re in a position now 
where we’ve played six or seven playoff rounds in the last three years. 
Our younger players are getting that experience. They have that taste of 
advancing. So I think we’re in a pretty good position. And if we can make 
our team stronger at any point, we will continue to look at those options. 

How closely have you been paying attention to the Blackhawks sexual 
abuse scandal and the way the league has handled it? What do you think 
needs to change in the NHL to prevent this from happening again? 

I only know what you know — we only know what we read — and we 
hope those situations are behind us. But I think the most important thing 
is if anything ever comes to light with our team and any team, that it’s 
gotta be dealt with immediately. That’s about the biggest lesson I’ve 
learned from it. 
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With Flyers short on goals, Alain Vigneault tweaks power-play units, 
forward lines at Thursday’s practice 

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

After the Flyers concluded their Thursday afternoon practice following a 
3-0 shutout loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs the previous night, the power 
play specialists remained on the ice to take a few extra reps. 

Claude Giroux, Cam Atkinson, and Sean Couturier huddled in a corner of 
the rink, discussing plays that could help dig the team out of a man-
advantage malaise that has seen the Flyers go 2-for-21 on the power 
play over the last 2½ weeks. Against the Leafs, the Flyers went 0-for-4 
on the power play. 

“Those guys are very skilled,” Atkinson said of Giroux and Couturier. “I 
think you just let your skill take over and let the puck do most of the work. 
I think when you start gripping a little bit too hard, that’s when you start 
forcing plays. We talked about that a little bit. Just getting pucks to the 
net and causing some traffic and havoc and trying to get a greasy goal.” 

To spark an offense that has averaged 1.33 goals per game over the last 
six games, coach Alain Vigneault mixed up personnel on both power-play 
units. Keith Yandle is back on the first unit and Ivan Provorov and Oskar 
Lindblom slid in on the second. Rasmus Ristolainen has been dropped 
from the second unit. 

“We’re gonna go both units, we’re probably gonna go four forwards and 
one D. And this way, I think it spreads out the wealth the right way,” 
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Vigneault said. “We know we weren’t very good on the power play 
yesterday. We had a quick refocus before practice. Worked on it again at 
practice today and I’m expecting good results [Friday].” 

The forward lines have a new look, too. Lindblom is now on the second 
line with center Derick Brassard and Atkinson. Joel Farabee takes 
Lindblom’s former spot on the third line with center Scott Laughton and 
right winger James van Riemsdyk. Farabee skated with Laughton and 
van Riemsdyk last season and produced solid results. The trio posted a 
goals-for percentage of 85.71% through 55:37 minutes of ice time in 52 
games, according to Natural Stat Trick. (GF% is the percentage of total 
goals scored while that player is on the ice that are for that player’s 
team.) 

Lindblom, who is still looking for his first goal this season, played two 
early preseason games with Brassard and Atkinson. 

“He’s a very smart player out there,” Atkinson said. “He’s always 
positionally sound. I think we work well with each other and just our 
tendencies and sort of how we think the game. Excited to play with him 
and hopefully we can get on the score sheet together.” 

Ellis and Hayes on the cusp 

According to Vigneault, defenseman Ryan Ellis (lower body) and center 
Kevin Hayes (abdominal muscle) will make the road trip ahead of the 
Flyers’ back-to-back games this weekend against the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Dallas Stars. 

Neither player will be available against the Hurricanes on Friday. 
However, Vigneault said he is “very, very optimistic” that Ellis will play on 
Saturday, which would mark his first game since Oct. 20 against the 
Boston Bruins. 

“He’s missed three weeks,” Vigneault said. “Has had a few real good 
practices. Had a good discussion with him prior to stepping on the ice, 
talked about the different possibilities. We just feel that with today’s 
practice, another skate tomorrow in Carolina and he should be good to 
go on Saturday.” 

Meanwhile, Hayes could also make his return to the lineup on Saturday. 
Earlier this week, Vigneault said that Hayes would return at the earliest 
on Nov. 16 against the Calgary Flames. However, Hayes has been “on a 
campaign” to play during this road trip. 

“He’s gone to everyone in my staff, medical, the doctors, [saying] that he 
wants to play on this trip,” Vigneault said. “He just hasn’t come to me yet. 
But I know that’s gonna follow. So, I would not count him out.” 

Breakaways 

Brassard exited practice early after suffering from dehydration, Vigneault 
said. “[The medical staff will] IV him and he’ll be good to go for 
tomorrow.” ... Carter Hart will get the start in net against the Hurricanes. 
Hart (3-3-2) has a .924 save percentage and a 2.49 goals-against 
average. 
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Goaltending, defense have camouflaged Flyers’ scoring woes despite the 
team’s solid start 

 

Sam Carchidi 

 

Through 11 games, the Flyers’ offensive shortcomings have been 
masked by their outstanding goaltending and solid defense. They have 
allowed just 2.45 goals per game, the NHL’s fifth-best figure. 

But make no mistake, the offense needs a jolt. 

Maybe they’ll get it when Kevin Hayes returns to the lineup, potentially 
Saturday. 

Maybe the power play will start clicking again like it did over the first four 
games (4-for-11), with Keith Yandle quarterbacking the top unit and 
James van Riemsdyk as the group’s net-front presence. 

Maybe the third line — Scott Laughton centering Oskar Lindblom and 
van Riemsdyk — will start cashing in on its five-on-five chances, and 
Cam Atkinson (no goals in the last six games) and Joel Farabee (no 
goals in the last eight games) will resume their earlier form. 

For now, though, the Flyers are not finishing. 

“We’re getting our shots, but maybe not enough quality chances,” center 
Sean Couturier said after Wednesday’s sleepy 3-0 loss to Toronto at the 
Wells Fargo Center. “If I had the answer, I’m sure we’d be better.” 

“At the end of the day, we have to find a way to get pucks through, and to 
get forwards in front of the net,” captain Claude Giroux added. 

Commendable record 

When you consider the offense’s struggles over the last two weeks, the 
Flyers have done a commendable job to start the season 6-3-2. They 
have scored just eight goals (excluding an empty-netter) over their last 
six games. That’s an average of 1.33 goals per game and not a formula 
for success. Excluding empty-net goals, the Flyers haven’t scored three 
goals in a game since Oct. 27. 

There has been too much passing. Not enough zone time. Not enough 
cycles. Not enough traffic in front to distract the goaltenders. 

And the power play, which was flat-out awful as it went 0-for-4 and 
collected just four shots in Wednesday’s loss, has struggled mightily, 
going 1-for-14 in the last five games — and 2-for-21 over the last seven. 

“It’s definitely frustrating,” Yandle said after Wednesday’s defeat, 
referring to the power play. “Obviously every time you’re not going to 
score, but you have to go out and get momentum. We talk about that and 
obviously we didn’t do that tonight. It’s one of those things that happen 
during the season, where you have to go back and look at it and get 
better from it.” 

Surprisingly, Flyers coach Alain Vigneault didn’t sound too concerned 
Wednesday about the team’s offensive demise. 

“There’s obviously some adjustments we tried to make in-game tonight 
on the power play,” he said about moving Yandle back to the top unit on 
the Flyers’ third man-advantage of the game. “They didn’t work out. We’ll 
take the time here to analyze. In five-on-five, I liked our zone time. I’d like 
us to be a little bit quicker at getting pucks to the net. … But for the most 
part, we’re generating some good looks five-on-five.” 

Changes coming? 

Asked if he was close to making some line changes to shake things up, 
Vigneault said he wanted to take another look at the video of 
Wednesday’s loss, one in which the Flyers outshot the Leafs, 36-33, but 
had most of their attempts from the outside. 

“Our group has been pretty good so far,” he said. “It won’t be perfect all 
the time, and obviously we weren’t perfect tonight.” 

He talked about the Laughton line getting good looks but being 
snakebitten. 

“Sometimes, for whatever reason, the puck doesn’t find the back of the 
net, and you have to keep playing the right way, keep believing in the 
right things and sooner or later it works out for you,” said Vigneault, 
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whose team’s offense has vanished after scoring 23 goals over its first 
five games. 

The schedule doesn’t get any easier as the Flyers play Friday in 
Carolina. 

“They’ve been a really good team the last four or five years,” Yandle said. 
“It’s a tough building to play in.” 

Particularly against a relentless Hurricanes team that is an NHL-best 10-
1 and has allowed a league-low 1.91 goals per game. 
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Flyers earned an A for effort, but the Maple Leafs turned all shots away  

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

Even down captain John Tavares, the Toronto Maple Leafs still boast 
offensive talent capable of giving the Flyers headaches. 

With Tavares out due to injury, two of the remaining three members of 
the Leafs’ Core Four — composed of Tavares, William Nylander, Auston 
Matthews, and Mitch Marner — stepped up for the team in their 3-0 win 
over the Flyers. Winger William Nylander tallied two of the team’s goals 
and Matthews earned assists on both of them. Ondrej Kase netted a 
Leafs’ third-period goal. 

The Leafs have been sound at controlling play this season. Going into 
their game against the Flyers, they possessed the sixth-highest Corsi For 
percentage, used to evaluate a player’s team’s puck possession, in the 
league (54.3%). 

After Nylander’s second-period goal scored off a skate deflection put the 
Leafs up 1-0, the Flyers didn’t cower. Instead, they sought to regain 
control, posting a strong period and dominating shots, 12-7. Through 
three periods, the Flyers registered a 58.76% Corsi For at 5-on-5 which 
was bolstered by their second-period performance (63.16%), per Natural 
Stat Trick. 

“Five-on-five, I liked our zone time,” coach Alain Vigneault said. “I’d like 
us to be a little bit quicker at getting pucks to the net, better formation, 
screening the goaltender, and that second guy in front there a little 
quicker to get to the loose pucks. But for the most part, we’re generating 
some good looks 5-on-5.” 

Most importantly, the Flyers were unable to turn scoring chances into 
goals through 60 minutes as Toronto goalie Jack Campbell stopped all 
36 shots. 

Fine lines 

Like the Leafs, the Flyers have seen solid production from their top 
players — left winger Claude Giroux, center Sean Couturier, and right 
winger Travis Konecny account for 14 of the team’s 32 goals this season. 
Going into the game, the Leafs’ Core Four accounted for the last 14 
Toronto goals. 

Although the injured Tavares was inactive, the Leafs’ core group still 
provided the Flyers a challenge. The Flyers’ top line occasionally 
matched up against the Leafs’ top trio of Matthews, Nylander, and left 
winger Michael Bunting. The two groups traded scoring chances in the 
second period — a Matthews wraparound and a Giroux drop pass to set 
up a Konecny shot — but both attempts were covered by their respective 
netminders. 

Nylander eventually capitalized twice, once on the deflection and a 
second on the power play in the third period. 

“They make a lot of plays,” Giroux said. “They support each other well. I 
think the second and third was a little bit better. But overall, the game, we 
obviously didn’t play our best. And when they had a chance to score, 
they were able to put it in.” 

Plight of the power play 

Through the first 20 minutes, the Flyers earned two man-advantages 
thanks to Giroux drawing holding against Jason Spezza and tripping 
against David Kampf. However, the units got off to slow starts as both 
struggled to set up in the offensive zone against the Maple Leafs’ ninth-
ranked power play. On the Spezza infraction, the Flyers managed one 
shot on goal, saw the zone cleared four times, and even conceded a 
shorthanded opportunity to Kampf. 

The second time around was somehow worse ― the Flyers never put a 
shot on net. Defensemen Ivan Provorov and Keith Yandle, each on 
separate units, struggled to keep pucks in at the blue line on two 
occasions. Vigneault switched up the personnel on the Flyers’ third 
power play of the night, moving Yandle to the first unit and Provorov to 
the second unit, however they did not capitalize again. 

“I think the first two periods, the power plays we had, we didn’t generate 
enough offense,” Giroux said. “We definitely didn’t get momentum for the 
team.” 

The Flyers couldn’t score on any of their four power plays against the 
Leafs. Dating to the start of the western Canada trip on Oct. 27 against 
the Edmonton Oilers, the Flyers are now 2-for-21 on the power play. 

Hart stopper 

Goalie Carter Hart has had a reputation of raking up the Maple Leafs’ 
shots and keeping them out of the net over the course of his young 
career. Over his last two starts against the Leafs, Hart earned two 
victories and stopped 65 of 70 shots, good for a .929 save percentage. 
On Wednesday night, despite not earning the win, Hart played well once 
again, stopping 30 of 33 shots and posting a .909 save percentage. 

One of his more impressive saves came in the second period when 
Yandle turned the puck over behind the Flyers’ net, giving Kampf a prime 
scoring chance on Hart’s doorstep. However, Hart made a pad save on 
Kampf’s shot from the slot. Hart also robbed Nylander on a breakaway 
late in the third period. 

“He’s been unbelievable, especially tonight,” Yandle said of Hart. “In one 
of those games, he was making huge saves. Kept us in it pretty much the 
whole game. Obviously we weren’t able to get any for him, but he did his 
job and he’s been ... both guys [Hart and Martin Jones] have been 
awesome all year.” 
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Ongoing power-play slump costly in Flyers’ 3-0 loss 

 

Wayne Fishflyingfishhockey.com 

 

While their record might be 4-2-1 in their last seven games, the Flyers 
know not everything is going as well as they would like.  

There are aspects of their game, such as the power play, which still leave 
a lot to be desired.  
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The lack of production with the man advantage over those last seven tilts 
has been noteworthy, particularly in Wednesday night’s 3-0 loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at the Wells Fargo Center.  

Philadelphia went 0-for-4 on the power play and now is just two for its 
last 21. When a power play fails, it not only means a missed scoring 
opportunity, but it takes away some of a team’s momentum.  

By the way, the Flyers have scored just 14 goals during that seven-game 
run, which averages out to precisely two per game.  

“Our power play drained us a little bit of momentum and energy,” coach 
Alain Vigneault acknowledged after the game. “We weren’t very efficient. 
They (the Leafs) were playing a real solid game overall, so it was tough 
to get grade-A chances.”  

Are there any changes on the power play coming?  

“There were some adjustments; we tried to make in-game on our power 
play,” Vigneault said. “Obviously they didn’t work out. We’ll take the time 
to analyze a few things. Tonight, our power play was definitely off. We 
won’t be perfect all the time, and we weren’t perfect tonight.”  

Toronto’s William Nylander’s questionable “deflection” goal at the 11:11 
mark of the second period to break a scoreless tie started the Flyers on 
their way to this defeat. Defenseman Jake Muzzin flipped a harmless-
looking entry toward the net and the puck caromed off Nylander’s right 
leg, then past goaltender Carter Hart.  

At first officials disallowed the goal, apparently believing the puck had 
been advanced with a kicking motion, which is illegal. But upon video 
review, refs Dan O’Rourke and Trevor Hanson ruled the puck had 
caromed off Nylander’s leg and reversed the initial call.  

Ultimately, that goal proved a backbreaker.  

“In the second period, they get that bounce,” Vigneault said. “We were 
playing it perfectly. Both our defensemen are taking their guys, and it 
goes off their skate and in the net. We’re trailing by one, we felt good 
where we are. In the third, their power play found a way to score one and 
ours didn’t tonight.”  

Added Hart: “I’m not sure what the rule is there. I saw him with the skate 
up there a little bit. Just an unlucky bounce.”  

Sean Couturier knows power plays can change the course of a game.  

“The first couple, we couldn’t get anything going,” he said.  

Keith Yandle said the Flyers have to stick with it.  

“It’s frustrating,” he said. “You’re not going to score every time but you 
have to go out and get momentum from it. We didn’t tonight but it’s one 
of those things that happens throughout a season where you have to go 
out, look back on it and get better.    

As for only two goals per game in recent games, Couturier wasn’t sure 
what the problem seems to be. “We’re getting shots but I’m not sure 
we’re getting enough quality chances. We’ll watch some video, do some 
work and we’ll be better.”  

Nylander scored again at 5:09 of the third period on a power play.  

Meanwhile, the Flyers were stymied on offense throughout the evening, 
forced into shooting from outside or at wide angles. Goaltender Jack 
Campbell wasn’t exactly overworked in recording the shutout.  

Although the first period included some pretty wide open skating, the 
teams left the ice scoreless after 20 minutes.  

The Flyers wasted a pair of power plays in the second half of the session 
and really didn’t mount much of an attack against Campbell.  

Philadelphia’s record fell to 6-3-2.  

Improved defense  

In a far cry from last season, the Flyers reached the 10-game mark 
ranked fourth in NHL goals-against average at 2.37. Only Carolina, 
Calgary and St. Louis sported better numbers. Although he’s played only 
three games, goaltender Martin Jones leads the NHL with a .950 save 
percentage. He’s also second in goals-against average at 1.67.  

Military appreciated  

With Veterans Day coming up on Thursday, it was Military Appreciation 
Night at the Wells Fargo Center, and there were several ceremonies to 
honor our servicemen. In a true show of appreciation, there were 
numerous loud ovations. The Flyers wore military-gray jerseys during 
warmups before the game.  

Mixed emotions  

James van Riemsdyk has split his career between Philadelphia and 
Toronto, playing 413 games with the Leafs and 397 with the Flyers. Are 
there mixed emotions when the two teams play each other?  

“Yes, for sure,” JVR said. “I had a special time playing there and a lot of 
great memories.  Any time you play a former team, especially when you 
have memories like that it’s always a big thing.”  

Short shots  

Nicolas Aube-Kubel was a scratch as coach Alain Vigneault went with a 
fourth line of Patrick Brown-Nate Thompson-Zack MacEwen ... Flyers 
take to the road Friday and Saturday for games at Carolina and Dallas.  
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Jaylen Brown would complete the Sixers’ personnel puzzle 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com | The Delaware 
County Daily Times 

November 11, 2021 at 3:17 p.m. 

 

When healthy, the 76ers are a nicely constructed team lacking one more 
piece. 

They have as good a center as there is in the sport. They have a second-
year point guard who showed within the first 20 minutes of his rookie 
season that he deserved to start in the NBA. They have Seth Curry, 
always a fine shooter but growing as a legendary one. They have a 
backup center in his prime, a rebounding savant, in Andre Drummond. 
They have Tobias Harris, a natural scorer. They can send Matisse 
Thybulle to the scorer’s table, confident that he can affect the flow of the 
game with his unique and valuable form of defense. 

They have substitutes who accept their roles without creating a 
disturbance. They have a coach who has won a world championship. 

Now what if, as is a possibility, they add Jaylen Brown? 

Not that the Celtics would ever really meet that demand from Daryl 
Morey in their subtle quest to drag Ben Simmons out of semi-retirement, 
but Brown is precisely the kind of talent Doc Rivers needs to complete a 
championship team. He is a major-league scorer with nearly 40-percent 
three-point accuracy and is perfectly situated at age 25 to evolve as a 
superstar. 

How to say this? OK, here: There hasn’t been a day, not one, when 
Jaylen Brown wasn’t a better basketball player than Ben Simmons. Not in 
college. Not in the pros. Certainly not in the playoffs. Not from the line. 
Not from the arc. Brown can rebound and he can defend, at least as well 
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as 25-point-per-game scorers can be expected to defend, considering 
the energy they must spend at the offensive end. He would take pressure 
off of Joel Embiid, Harris and Curry. He would allow Danny Green to 
transition to a bench role as an instant-offense shooter. 

He would be ideal fo the Sixers. 

Such deals are always complicated, but Morey is at the top of the NBA 
payroll-chain because he has been recognized as a competent broker of 
high-level talent. 

It’s about time – only 75 years, or thereabouts – that the Sixers get the 
best of the Celtics in a trade. 

Even as the Phillies were a head-bob away from nosing into first place in 
the NL East in the final hours of the season, there was this ever-annoying 
wail of the timid: What’s the sense of just making the playoffs when you 
have no chance to win once you do? 

That sports history is saturated with examples of teams backing into the 
tournament and winding up lifting a trophy never seems to matter. Some 
know-it-all will always try to advance that argument, invariably with utter 
righteousness. 

So here’s to the Atlanta Braves, who played half the season without their 
MVP candidate, Ronald Acuna, outlasted the Fighting Hector Neris’s and 
won the championship of the world. 

I never got why kids have to go to school all day and then still have to do 
homework. 

Used to be some truth in the claim that it was pointless to watch anything 
but the final two minutes of an NBA game. But that was 40 years ago, 
when defense wasn’t encouraged and coaches weren’t trying to hang 
onto $8 million a year jobs. Now, all 48 minutes, on most nights, will 
captivate. 

On, then, to this: Why is it so bloody easy for any NFL team to score in 
the final two minutes of either half? 

The reason: Coaches order what should be the rule, not the exception. 
They order a hurry-up offense. 

Just asking: In what other sport is offense not always in a hurry-up 
mode? And why don’t NFL teams play every possession with the same 
panicked determination to produce points as they do with 40 seconds 
left, 99 yards to march and the field-goal kicker doing the sideline net 
dirty? 

A prediction. No, a promise: Within the next five years, every football 
possession will be of the hurry-up variety. Then, just like it happened in 
the NBA, it will be just as enjoyable to watch the first 58 minutes of an 
NFL game as it is the last two. 

Who was it, anyway, who decided Belgians make the best waffles? 

Until the end of days, there shall be beer inside and outside of sports 
arenas, drunks at tailgate parties and the usual disturbances that such an 
atmosphere must create. 

Never going to change. 

So deal. 

There is just something about a promotion involving the Flyers this 
season that alarms. Seems that with each goal, a certain brand of beer 
will be discounted by a half-a-buck at Xfinity Live, the on-property 
drinking emporium. In other words, the incentive to carry on literally will 
grow in relation to the in-game flow, as will the blood-alcohol counts. 

What could possibly go wrong there? 
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Will the Kevin Hayes 'campaign' win over the Flyers? 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

FLYERS 

Kevin Hayes seldom goes quietly. 

His voice is easily discernible when he's on the ice with his teammates. 
He likes to have fun at the rink and wants to make sure everyone else 
does, too. 

"As you develop that chemistry and do the team-building stuff, Kevin's a 
big part of that for us," James van Riemsdyk said at the beginning of 
training camp when Hayes was unable to be on the ice. "He's kind of the 
life of the locker room in that sense where people tend to gravitate 
toward him, they love being around him." 

Hayes has been working his way back since Sept. 21, when he had to 
undergo his second type of abdominal surgery in fewer than four months. 
The second-line center is almost there. A few days ago, head coach 
Alain Vigneault said the earliest Hayes would possibly make his season 
debut was Tuesday of next week. 

But that's if Hayes doesn't talk his way into Saturday's game. 

"I'm telling you right now, Kevin is on a campaign right now to play on this 
road trip," Vigneault said with a laugh after practice Thursday. "He's gone 
to everyone in my staff, medical, the doctors, that he wants to play on 
this trip. He just hasn't come to me yet, but I know that's going to follow. 
So I would not count him out." 

The Flyers have a back-to-back road set this weekend. The club faces 
the Hurricanes on Friday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP) and the Stars on Saturday 
(8 p.m. ET/NBCSP+). There's no chance Hayes plays Friday, but it 
sounds like a return Saturday is not completely outside the realm of 
possibility. 

The key for the Flyers is that Hayes is nearing. The 6-foot-5 pivot is one 
of the club's top penalty killers and also plays on the power play. Over 
Hayes' first two seasons in Philadelphia, including the playoffs, the Flyers 
have gone 30-3-2 in games that he has scored a goal. 

The Flyers could use a hand offensively. They've scored 1.40 goals per 
game over their last five games, a stretch in which they've been shut out 
twice. 

When Hayes is ready to return, he'll have to be activated off of long-term 
injured reserve, which will require some maneuvering with the Flyers' 
salary cap and roster. 
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With offense drying up, Flyers shut out for 2nd time this season 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

FLYERS 

The Flyers are starting to have difficulty putting the puck in the net. 

The difficulties were evident Wednesday night as the Flyers were 
blanked by the Maple Leafs, 3-0, at the Wells Fargo Center. 
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The Flyers (6-3-2) have scored 1.40 goals per game over their last five 
games, a stretch in which they've been shut out twice. Defensively, the 
club has been good — light years better than last season — but 
offensively, the Flyers have hit some recent roadblocks. 

The Maple Leafs (8-5-1) have won six of their last seven games. They 
found a way to beat the Flyers without star center John Tavares 
(undisclosed injury). 

The Flyers were without top-pair defenseman Ryan Ellis (lower body) for 
an eighth straight game. 

"He says he's turning the corner," Flyers head coach Alain Vigneault said 
after his team's morning skate. "Hope the corner arrives soon." 

There appears to be a conceivable chance Ellis returns during the club's 
upcoming back-to-back road set. 

The Flyers have gone 4-3-1 in Ellis' absence. The earliest second-line 
center Kevin Hayes (abdominal) might make his season debut is 
Tuesday. 

• William Nylander scored his sixth and seventh goals in 13 career 
games against the Flyers to provide the offense Toronto needed. 

In the second period, officials originally ruled off Nylander's first goal for 
an illegal kicking motion. However, after video review, the call was 
overturned as it was determined the puck deflected off of Nylander. 

The 25-year-old's second tally put the Maple Leafs squarely in the 
driver's seat. It came on the power play just over five minutes into the 
third period as Toronto took a 2-0 advantage. 

"It was a tight match, tight game,” Sean Couturier said. "They got a lucky 
bounce there, the first one, and then the kill doesn't get the job done and 
we’re chasing the game. It was tight out there, not really much both 
ways, but we've got to find a way to win those games." 

• Carter Hart, who entered with a 2.41 goals-against average and .926 
save percentage, wasn't a problem. In fact, he was the Flyers' best 
player for much of the game and finished with 30 saves. 

Ondrej Kase sealed the Maple Leafs' win when he beat Hart with 6:27 
minutes left. 

Toronto netminder Jack Campbell made 36 saves in his 11th start of the 
season for the shutout. 

• The Flyers' power play went 0 for 4 with four shots. Its entries were 
sloppy and it struggled to get settled for any type of sustained threat. 

After the man advantage went 0 for 2 in the first period, Keith Yandle 
returned to his first-unit quarterback role and Ivan Provorov slid back 
onto the second unit. That was the personnel decision the club opened 
the season with and going back to it didn't change the Flyers' luck. 

"We tried in-game to make some changes on the power play," Vigneault 
said postgame when asked about possibly changing up his forward lines. 
"I want to take a look again at this game. Our group has been pretty good 
here so far. It won’t be perfect all the time and obviously we weren’t 
perfect tonight." 

• Beloved former Flyer Wayne Simmonds was back in Philadelphia with 
Toronto. 

The 33-year-old is in his second season with the Maple Leafs, a 
homecoming for the Scarborough, Ontario native. 

"His attitude, his work ethic, the way he battled and went out there and 
played the game hard," Couturier said Tuesday when asked why 
Simmonds fit so well in a city like Philadelphia. "He was one of the best 
teammates you could ask for, he was always there for you, on and off the 
ice. Those are great leadership qualities that I've learned from. I 
appreciate having him around for so long in my career. I just feel lucky to 
call him my friend." 

Simmonds and Oskar Lindblom shared a brief hello in warmups. 

"He's a great guy, a hard-working guy," Lindblom said before the game. 
"He's been in the league for so long and put up points. I have nothing 
bad to say about him." 

The power forward went scoreless Wednesday in 12:48 minutes. 

• The Flyers practice Thursday in Voorhees, New Jersey before heading 
to Raleigh, North Carolina for the start of their back-to-back road set. The 
club faces the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Friday (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP) and the Stars on Saturday (8 p.m. ET/NBCSP+). 

Carolina is off to a 10-1-0 start. 

"They've been a really good team the last four, five years," Yandle said. 
"Going in there, it's a tough building to play in. I think what's nice for us is 
we get on the road, get back on it and go play some hockey." 
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Why are the Flyers suddenly having trouble scoring? After 3-0 loss to the 
Leafs, it’s time to search for answers 

 

By Charlie O'Connor  

Nov 11, 2021  

  

It’s time to acknowledge the hard truth: the Philadelphia Flyers are in a 
scoring slump. 

The goals had already dried up a bit over their previous five games, even 
as they had found a way to win three of them (and secure a loser’s point 
in a fourth). But in Wednesday night’s 3-0 shutout loss to the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, the Flyers were stymied entirely, and they now have just 
nine goals in their last six games after racking up 23 in their first five. 

So, what’s the problem? 

As with most slumps, there isn’t one single reason for it. It’s likely a 
combination of a number of different factors, some within the Flyers’ 
control, and some outside of it. Let’s run through all of the plausible 
explanations. 

1. It’s just regression 

Over the course of a full season, most NHL teams score on somewhere 
between nine and 11 percent of their total shots on goal. After popping in 
five against the Edmonton Oilers on October 27, the Flyers were sitting at 
14.96 percent. That number was bound to come down. 

Since then? They’re at 4.78 percent. And that gives them a combined 
9.47 percent rate over the entirety of their 11 games played so far. Could 
it just be as simple as the fact that the Flyers were getting a bit lucky in 
the early going in terms of shots going in, now they’re getting a bit 
unlucky, and over the larger sample, they’re about where they should 
be? 

It’s probably not a far-off conclusion. 

“Sometimes, for whatever reason, the puck isn’t finding the back of the 
net, so we’ve got to keep playing the right way,” head coach Alain 
Vigneault said after Wednesday’s 3-0 loss. 

In fairness, the concept of “regression to the mean” doesn’t truly mean “if 
you’re lucky for a while then you’re destined to be equally unlucky later to 
make up for it.” It really means that random hot (or cold) streaks happen, 
but afterward, a team should be expected to perform at about their true 
talent level. For the Flyers, it’s highly unlikely that 4.78 percent is their 
actual true talent shooting percentage, so this doesn’t quite qualify as 
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regression to the mean in the classic sense. That said, hot and cold 
streaks happen to all teams, which is why most clubs at the end of an 82-
game slate end up in that 9-11 percent shooting range rather than way 
lower or higher. 

Right now, the bounces probably just aren’t going Philadelphia’s way, 
and that’s likely a significant part of their scoring struggles. 

2. Too much dump-and-chase hockey 

This is probably part of the issue, but not the entire problem. 

It doesn’t take a hockey expert to conclude that controlled entries into the 
offensive zone tend to be more dangerous than dump-in entries. For 
starters, the former comes with immediate possession of the puck, 
whereas uncontrolled entries only lead to possession — and in turn, 
shots and chances — some of the time (when they’re retrieved). And 
there’s also a great deal of evidence that it’s easier to generate high-
quality chances via controlled entries than on retrieved uncontrolled 
entries, as well, since a team’s ability to shoot from high-danger areas 
declines the longer said team spends in the offensive zone. 

The takeaway here? The most efficient way to create dangerous offense 
is via controlled entries. And over the past six games, the Flyers have 
been heavily skewed towards dumping the puck in during five-on-five 
situations. 

A controlled entry rate below 45 percent is considered to be on the low 
side; one below 40 percent is extremely deflated. Over the past six 
games, the Flyers are sitting at a 37.75 percent rate. They’re dumping 
the puck in a lot. It’s also notable that their two worst offensive games 
over this stretch — October 30 vs. Calgary and last night against the 
Maple Leafs (both shutouts) — were their lowest controlled entry rate 
games. 

More controlled entries very well could lead to more Flyers goals. So far 
this season, in fact, the Flyers have scored 12 of their even-strength 
goals via controlled entries despite only generating 255 of those entries 
per my tracking (4.7 percent success rate); compare that to the nine 
goals on 415 dump-in entries (1.7 percent success rate). The heavy 
dump-and-chase skew probably isn’t helping. 

That said, it’s also worth noting that it’s not like the Flyers were playing a 
heavy rush-oriented style over the first five games, either — 38.41 
percent is a higher controlled entry rate than 37.75 percent, but not by 
much — and they still scored 23 goals in those games. Also, Philadelphia 
under Vigneault has been an uncontrolled entry-centric club, yet they’re 
ninth in total five-on-five goals scored in the NHL over that span, so 
clearly the skew isn’t a crippling one for scoring purposes on its own. 

Still, a few extra dangerous rushes per game likely would prove to be a 
boost to their offense. Cleaning up the passing and moving up ice a bit 
more efficiently should lead to more dangerous shots off the rush, and in 
turn, more goals. 

3. Hayes’ absence is finally hurting them 

When it was revealed that projected second-line center Kevin Hayes 
would miss at least the first month of the season, the news sparked a 
very fair question: Would the team have enough offense to survive in his 
absence? 

For a while it did. Now, not so much. 

The most realistic hope on the Flyers’ part at the start of the season was 
that the top line of Claude Giroux, Sean Couturier and Travis Konecny 
could keep the offense afloat with dominant play until Hayes came back 
to give secondary scoring a big boost. That, I suspect, was part of the 
impetus behind re-imagining Line 4 as a secondary shutdown line — give 
a couple of extra cushy shifts a game to Couturier & Co., and let them 
rack up the goals. 

Well, the Couturier line has been … fine. They’ve potted six goals as a 
trio, driven play and outscored opponents. But they haven’t lit up the 
scoreboard at five-on-five, either. In fact, it was the Brassard line that 

really supercharged the offense in the early going, riding a sky-high 
shooting percentage to early success. 

Aside from one goal last Saturday, however, they’ve gone cold. The 
Couturier line has been good but not truly great for a first line. The trio of 
Oskar Lindblom, Scott Laughton and James van Riemsdyk was praised 
again by Vigneault after Wednesday’s loss, but they’ve struggled to turn 
all of their puck possession and scoring chances into the kind of goal 
deluge that Vigneault still hopes is looming. The fourth line wasn’t built to 
score, and it hasn’t. So now, the Flyers are right where many worried 
they would be after news of the Hayes injury broke. They have one true 
scoring line, and then two other lines that are fundamentally flawed, 
particularly down the middle. No wonder the goals have dried up. 

The good news is that Hayes shouldn’t be out for much longer; Vigneault 
noted he could return as soon as next Tuesday, which would put him out 
for just two more games. His return could very well spark a positive 
trickle-down effect — the second line improves with a true-talent 2C, 
while Line 4 gets more offensive firepower in the form of either Brassard 
or Laughton. This is a “now” problem, but the Flyers hung on for quite a 
while before it truly emerged, and they don’t have much longer to wait for 
a resolution to it. 

4. Not enough scoring chances? 

For the players, this is always going to be their go-to response. Not just 
because it’s a classic postgame hockey cliché, but because 
understandably, players are always going to think they could have done 
more to create goals in the wake of games where they created none. 

“We’re getting some shots, but maybe not enough quality shots, quality 
chances,” Couturier noted Wednesday night. “If I had an answer, I’m sure 
we’d be better. But we’ll do some video, we’ll get to work, and we’ll be 
better.” 

“At the end of the day, we have to find a way to get pucks through and to 
get forwards in front of the net,” Giroux added. 

So, are they right? Have they been struggling to create scoring chances 
over this recent six-game stretch, especially compared to their first five? 
In short, yeah. 

All statistics courtesy of Natural Stat Trick. 

What is interesting is that the Flyers are actually generating more 
“regular” scoring chances, and they’re generating more attempts and 
shots on goal at five-on-five, too. But the truly high-quality chances have 
legitimately dried up a bit, which partially explains why the goals have, 
too. It’s on the coaching staff and players to find ways to generate more 
of them at even strength. 

“I’d like us to be a little bit quicker with getting pucks on net with better 
formation and screening the goaltender, getting a guy that can get to the 
loose pucks,” Vigneault noted Wednesday. That’s part of it. 

5. They messed with the PP 

With new addition Keith Yandle up top and a four-man forward mix of 
Giroux, Couturier, van Riemsdyk and Konecny on the top unit, the 
Philadelphia power play exploded out of the gate, going 4-for-11 (36.4 
percent success rate) over the first four games of the season. But after a 
1-for-10 showing on the western Canada road trip, the coaching staff 
tweaked the PP1 and PP2 personnel structures back in Philadelphia, 
replacing Yandle with Ivan Provorov on PP1 and giving Cam Atkinson a 
look on Giroux’s unit while moving JvR to PP2. 

Since then? They’ve been even worse than they were on the trip, going 
1-for-11 over the past four games. An early strength of the club has now 
become a weakness. 

“In the third, their power play found a way to score one, which ours did 
not tonight. (It) drained us a little bit of momentum and energy,” Vigneault 
admitted. 
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So, was the top power play unit really better with Yandle vs. Provorov? 
Well, maybe. But maybe not. Let’s take a quick look at how the Flyers 
have done at 5-on-4 so far this year when Yandle has skated with Giroux 
and when Provorov has skated with Giroux, since there’s never been a 
time they’ve both been on the same unit with Giroux. 

All statistics courtesy of Natural Stat Trick. 

Not quite the slam dunk one might expect. The Yandle-driven unit 
certainly has had an easier time generating shots, but thus far, it’s been 
the Provorov-with-Giroux group that has created more chances, and the 
units have been equally as efficient in generating goals. 

Now, it’s reasonable to point out that Yandle has been a superior power 
play defenseman to Provorov for years. And it’s also fair to believe the 
shakeup of the units after that road trip was an overreaction. But there is 
a fair amount of grey here. 

6. They’re just not skilled enough 

This is the complaint that often arises when Flyers fans are frustrated, so 
there’s little shock it popped up in the wake of Wednesday’s game. They 
don’t have a gamebreaking stud, the thinking goes, nor do they have a 
“true sniper” (Cam Atkinson apparently does not count). That’s why the 
Flyers struggle to score at times. 

And there’s truth in here. Having a true superstar does supercharge a 
team’s power play, for example; just ask the Edmonton Oilers, who are 
currently operating at a bonkers 46.9 percent clip. And Atkinson, while 
certainly possessing a welcome shooter’s mentality, isn’t Auston 
Matthews or Alexander Ovechkin. But every team is going to deal with 
scoring slumps, and it’s not like this group has been at the bottom of the 
league charts for years in terms of goals scored — since 2019-20, they 
rank 14th in the league in that regard. They can put the puck in the net. 

Vigneault, of his own accord, actually addressed this very point at 
Tuesday’s practice. 

“Our team, we might not have that high-end offensive skill — not taking 
anything away from our players — but when we play as a team, I believe 
we’re as strong as anyone,” he contended. 

Now, he just needs his players to prove him right. 

Nine more observations 

1. The final numbers may not show it (three goals allowed, 0.909 save 
percentage), but Hart was quite good in net for the Flyers, and yet again, 
he deserved a better fate and more support from his skaters. Advanced 
metrics actually support the eye test better than the basic stats in this 
case — Hart finished with a +0.14 Goals Saved Above Expectation (per 
Evolving-Hockey), implying he delivered an above-average performance 
even if his save percentage didn’t show it. Vigneault agreed. “He played 
real well tonight,” he said. “Did what a goaltender’s gotta do, give your 
team a chance, and he did that tonight.” 

2. Interestingly enough, however, Vigneault chose not to pull Hart for an 
extra attacker down 3-0, even with an offensive zone and just 1:23 left in 
the third period. Presumably, he simply didn’t think it was worth it — the 
Flyers were unlikely to score anyway given their offensive issues on this 
night. 

3. Vigneault did, however, tweak the power play in the second period, 
moving Yandle back up to play on PP1 in place of Provorov after two 
failed first-period opportunities with Provorov up top. The tweak didn’t 
produce the desired results, however, and the Flyers failed to capitalize 
on any of their chances on the man advantage Wednesday, ultimately 
going o-for-4. 

4. It didn’t help that Yandle had probably his weakest all-around game as 
a Flyer so far. Not only was he unable to help on either power play unit, 
he proved prone to defensive gaffes at even strength, as well. Hart bailed 
out Yandle twice after particularly ugly turnovers, and Yandle’s 28.15 
percent expected goals share at even strength was a blueline corps-low 
for Philadelphia. 

5. While Yandle struggled, Rasmus Ristolainen delivered his second 
straight strong game. It wasn’t quite as flashy as his performance on 
Saturday — which earned him the Starter jacket in the locker room 
afterward given to “player of the game” by his teammates — but he again 
played a controlled, physical game and graded out quite well by 
advanced metrics (61.71 percent xG share at even strength). There 
weren’t many positives for the Flyers on this night, but Ristolainen 
qualified. 

6. There was a moment early in the third period, however, when 
Ristolainen went head-to-head with Wayne Simmonds in a big, physical 
collision in the corner, and it was Simmonds who stayed on his feet while 
Ristolainen was knocked to the ice. In the battle of 2010s physical 
presence vs. the Flyers’ new model, the old-school came out on top in 
that particular clash. 

7. Giroux had far from his best game of the season, but he did draw two 
big penalties in the first period which could have gotten the Flyers off to a 
fast start. Of course, given his prominent role on the power play, the 
team’s failure to capitalize on those man-advantage opportunities falls 
heavily on him, but he deserves credit for earning his team the 
opportunities in the first place. He’s now tied for the team lead in drawn 
penalties (five) with Konecny and Laughton. 

8. It didn’t show up in the numbers, but I liked Zack MacEwen’s game on 
Wednesday night. He played a straight-ahead game, won puck battles 
and was involved with a few scoring chances as well. Out of the three 
players on the fourth line, he was the most effective to my eyes. 

9. Ryan Ellis ultimately did not suit up for the Flyers on Wednesday, 
though he did participate in the entirety of the morning skate — his 
second consecutive full day of practice. “He’s day-to-day, and he says 
he’s turning the corner,” Vigneault said. “Hope the corner arrives soon.” 
His participation in practice on Thursday will determine whether he 
accompanies his teammates on the looming two-game road trip this 
weekend to Carolina and Dallas. 
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Blues go to overtime again, fall to Predators 4-3 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

The Blues’ offense has lacked stability in the opening moments of the 
season. Ryan O’Reilly missed four games because of COVID and is still 
showing some aftereffects. Brandon Saad also missed four games and 
also needed time to get back to full strength. Brayden Schenn missed his 
third game on Thursday with an upper-body injury that is likely a hand or 
a wrist. Pavel Buchnevich missed two games because of a suspension, 
and most of a third. Torey Krug, also out with COVID, may be a 
defenseman but he also quarterbacks the power play. The Blues haven’t 
had their full offense together since Buchnevich got kicked out of the 
team’s second game in the first period. 

So it’s no surprise that the Blues’ offense has lacked consistency in that 
window. In the five games leading into the Blues’ early season 
showdown with a contending Nashville team, they had scored no more 
than two goals in four of them after scoring at least three in each of their 
first six. 

“We gotta get back to when we (had) all four lines contributing 
offensively,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “That’s something we gotta 
talk about and get back. We need everybody to contribute on this team.” 
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How soon that happens is anybody’s guess, though at least the steady 
stream of COVID positives has stopped for the Blues. The Blues got to 
three goals on Thursday, two by Jordan Kyrou and one by Vladimir 
Tarasenko, which was just good enough to send the game into overtime, 
the second game in a row and the third time in the past five the Blues 
have needed extra time. The Blues let a point get away when Nashville’s 
Matt Duchene scored 2:01 into the extra period to give the Predators a 4-
3 win before a sellout crowd of 19,096 at Enterprise Center and continue 
a Blues’ streak of alternating wins and losses that has now hit eight 
games. The Blues haven’t won consecutive games since their five-game 
season-opening win streak. 

“It will be nice when we get everyone back for a long period of time,” said 
center Robert Thomas, who had two assists as his run of strong play 
continued. “That will be really nice, but we’ve got the depth to fill holes, 
whoever goes out.” 

It was a game that looked like it was going to turn out better when Kyrou 
scored two goals in the first period but began a downward turn in the 
opening seconds of the second period. Just 17 seconds in, Duchene 
scored when the Blues gave him way too much room to work with and he 
scored from the slot, in a goal that clearly rankled Berube. 

“That shouldn’t happen,” Berube said. “We’re too passive there right 
away. … We just backed up. Gave up the line and they capitalized.” 

And the Blues were on their way to losing a two-goal lead for the first 
time this season. The second and third periods have turned into hazard 
zones for the Blues in the past three games. Prior to Tarasenko’s goal 
midway through the third, the Blues had been outscored 9-1 in the 
second and third periods starting with the Anaheim game on Sunday. (It 
also ended a run of 95 minutes when no one other than Kyrou had 
scored.) 

“Just too loose, too soft,” said Thomas. “We came out strong and if we 
just keep that going for the full 60, then I think we have a really good 
chance of winning every night. Just too loose and too lackadaisical.” 

“In the first period, we kind of dictated the play of the game,” said Kyrou, 
who has three goals in the past two games. “We were forechecking hard, 
we were all over the puck making plays. I think the second period, we 
kind of let off the gas a little bit. We gave them some leeway and they 
scored those two goals.” 

The second Nashville goal came from Luke Cunin of Chesterfield, who 
played for the Junior Blues growing up. Duchene backhanded a pass to 
Kunin, who was skating in along the goal line and he backhanded the 
shot between Jordan Binnington’s pads to make it 2-2. It was the first 
goal for Kunin against the Blues, coming in his fifth game against them. 
The first four came when he was with Minnesota, which traded him to 
Nashville prior to the 2020-21 season, during which the Blues and 
Predators didn’t meet. 

Nashville broke the tie early in the third period. Marco Scandella, who 
was on the ice for Nashville’s’ first three goals, put a clearance attempt 
right on the stick of Mikael Granlund in the neutral zone and soon it was 
Granlund feeding Mathieu Olivier feeding Yakov Trenin, who beat 
Binnington on his stick side. Berube called it “the turnover goal.” 

After a nice goal by Tarasenko, who shot through three Predators and 
found a small opening between goalie David Rittich’s pads, his blocker 
and the post, tied the game, it was back to overtime. While the Blues 
controlled the puck in the early stretches, when Nashville got possession, 
Granlund drove around David Perron, Colton Parayko went down to 
block a shot and instead he passed to Duchene for the game-winner on 
Nashville’s only shot of overtime. 

Even after the early goal in the second period, the Blues had chances, 
and O’Reilly had some of the best. In his third game back after his 
COVID case, he had a deflection that went off the post and sat in the 
crease but couldn’t beat Rittich to the puck in the third period and a good 
chance on a power play that missed the net in the first period. 

“Being out 10 days with COVID, the energy level, it’s tough,” Berube 
said. “He’s come back. He’s played lots of hockey right away and 
minutes. Hard minutes. It’s one of those things that I think he’ll get his 
energy soon.” 
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Blues notebook: Return to juniors will mean back on the bus for 
Neighbours 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

With the Blues’ decision to send Jake Neighbours from the NHL down to 
the WHL, he has gone from a world of chartered planes that serve meals 
on plates with cloth napkins and hot towels to one with long bus rides 
across the Canadian heartland. 

It will be a big difference. 

“I discussed that with him,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “Like, I get it. 
You’re in the NHL at 19, and it’s the same as when I was in the American 
Hockey League and you’re coming up and I got called up to the NHL, I 
didn’t want to go back. Charter flights and all this stuff, food, you can’t 
beat it, but I told him, I said, ‘Listen, you’ve got a lot of time for that in 
your life and in your career. You’re a young kid.’ The bus rides and all 
that stuff, they don’t care about that stuff. That’s all fun. It’s all fun. He 
doesn’t want to miss out on that stuff down there.” 

The Blues sent Neighbours back to his Western Hockey League junior 
team in Edmonton on Wednesday after his nine-game NHL tryout. The 
plan was for him to join the team on its current trip and he could be in the 
lineup as soon as Friday in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

“I think for his progression as a young kid to get to another level,” Berube 
said, “I think that it was important that he goes back to junior and plays at 
a high level there, plays on a real good team, hopefully (in the) World 
Juniors. From a leadership standpoint, he’s going to be a leader on that 
team. They have a really good team. They have an opportunity to do 
really well. I don’t care what level it’s at. When you’re on a winning team 
and a championship team hopefully, that helps a lot for his progression in 
my opinion, but also on the other side of things, this guy’s going to score 
goals in the league and he’s going to be an offensive player, so going 
down and getting lots of minutes and puck touches and all that stuff’s 
going to be important for him to continue and grow in that area. But he 
was great. He’s a very mature kid. I’ve said it all along. He’s dialed in for 
a young kid. He understands it all and he’s excited to go back and 
perform at a high level for his team.” 
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COVID precautions keep Blues' radio crew at home 

 

Dan Caesar 

 

Vitale takes over color analyst duty for the Blues 
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Before the NHL season began, the decision was made that Bally Sports 
Midwest’s crew would not make the Blues’ early November trip, which 
consisted of three games on the West Coast and one in Canada. 

So after traveling earlier in the season, the announcers instead called 
those telecasts from St. Louis, working off a video feed as they did last 
year during the coronavirus pandemic. 

“We’re working closely with the Blues and the NHL to travel our people 
safely,” BSM executive producer Larry Mago said then. “Health and 
safety remain the top priority, and we’ll remain nimble since travel 
circumstances and protocols are fluid.” 

The Blues’ radio crew, meanwhile, was planning to go on the trip, as they 
had been for the team’s previous road games this year. Being on hand 
makes for a much better broadcast, and the goal was to be at every 
game. But on the day the team was leaving, the decision was made for 
those announcers to stay in St. Louis and also broadcast off a video 
feed. The stop in Canada, which has had virus regulations that are much 
tighter than in the U.S., was a significant factor. 

“We had some breakthrough COVID cases on the team, and knowing our 
responsibility to the team, we did not need to take the risk of having to 
quarantine on the road,” Blue vice president of broadcasting Chris 
Kerber, who also is the radio play-by-play announcer, said Thursday. 
“The responsible thing was to stay at home.” 
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Just like old times as Blues face Nashville for first time in 21 months 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

In today’s 10 a.m. video, columnist Ben Hochman discusses goalie 
Jordan Binnington (standing on his head) and other Blues who 
contributed to this winning road trip. And, as always, Hochman chooses a 
random St. Louis Cards card from the hat. 

Benjamin Hochman 

It’s been 21 months since the Blues last saw the Nashville Predators in a 
game. 

After seeing only the same seven teams all last season, the Blues are 
finally starting to run into some old Central Division friends. They played 
Winnipeg on Tuesday and now get the Predators on Thursday at 
Enterprise Center, the only game of a quick homestand. 

“It's kind of back to normal,” forward Ivan Barbashev said. “Even flying to 
other cities, even just for one day or whatever, it's nice. Last season, it's 
been tough. You see the same teams for pretty much all season and 
especially when we played Arizona seven times in a row, that was a 
tough one. But we're really excited. It's back to normal.” 

“Going back obviously a year or more now,” coach Craig Berube said, 
“we haven't seen them or played against them, but they have a new 
coach (John Hynes), new players, they still have a lot of their regulars 
that have been there. Their style really to me has not changed a whole 
lot when I watch them. They're a heavy team, they're going to forecheck 
hard, go to the net hard like they always have. Their back end with 
(Roman) Josi and (Mattias) Ekholm back there, they make it difficult on 
you. Josi makes it difficult defensively and offensively. He's just up in the 
play so much, he anticipates as good as any defenseman as I've seen in 
the National Hockey League.” 

The Blues are two points up on Nashville in the Central, though the 
Predators have played two more games. Nashville is 6-3-1 in its past 10 
games and is coming off a 4-2 win at Dallas on Wednesday night. This is 
the last game of a six-game trip for the Predators, who started in Western 
Canada and have worked their way back toward home. 

Injury updates 

None of the Blues' injured players skated with the team Thursday 
morning, but they all skated separately prior to practice, according to 
Berube. That would be forwards Brayden Schenn and Oskar Sundqvist 
and goalie Villie Husso. 

Husso has been out long enough that he is eligible to return to action, but 
he won’t be suiting up for the Nashville game, with Joel Hofer serving 
again as the backup to Jordan Binnington. Husso took shots in his 
session, and that points to his being available as the backup for the 
challenging weekend ahead with Carolina and Edmonton. 

Schenn is skating, but Berube said he’s not doing much with the puck, 
which supports the belief his injury being in the hand or wrist. 

“He's not doing a lot with the puck or anything, but he's skating, so that's 
a good sign,” Berube said. “Other than that, he's day to day right now. 
We'll keep skating him here, and hopefully he keeps improving every day 
until he's ready to get in there and play. For him to play, he's got to be 
ready to compete. That's a big part of his game.” 

Schedule change 

The Blues game against Chicago on the day after Thanksgiving was 
originally scheduled to be on ABC, but it has been moved exclusively to 
ESPN+ and ABC has picked up a different game, the New York Rangers 
and Boston. That change has moved the start time of the Blues game 
from noon to 2:30 p.m. 

Lines 

The success of Jordan Kyrou and Pavel Buchnevich together on 
Tuesday in Winnipeg has led to them being linemates tonight, with Tyler 
Bozak as the center. Ivan Barbashev goes back to left wing on the line 
with Robert Thomas and Vladimir Tarasenko. 
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St. Louis Blues Warrior Hockey program provides veterans with a 
desperately needed outlet: 'This saved my life' 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

14-17 minutes 11/11/2021 

 

It’s 6:30 a.m. on a day in late October at the Centene Community Ice 
Center when the whistle blows. 

Nineteen skaters and three goalies circle around the head coach, who 
was a No. 1 overall pick in the NHL. They’re all wearing the Blue Note, 
but the real Blues won’t practice on this ice for about another five hours. 

This is the St. Louis Blues Warrior Hockey program, a group of current 
and ex-military personnel who range in age from 29 to 58 and have 
limited levels of playing experience. Each had to meet a requirement of 
being 10 percent disabled to become a member of the club. 

They might not make their living playing hockey, but in some cases, it’s 
more important to them than to those who do. 
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“I’ve had players come up to me and say, ‘This saved my life!'” says 
Steve Hejna, a player and vice president of hockey operations for the 
Warriors. “We’ve had players that were on the verge of just either ending 
it or just being done. This gives them a sense of the team that they lost 
when they got out of the military — a sense of belonging, the 
camaraderie.” 

To chronicle some of these inspiring men and women’s experiences, The 
Athletic spent a morning with the Warriors, and in celebrating Veterans 
Day in the U.S., here are their inspiring stories. 

The silver-haired coach, who was the first pick in the 1979 draft by the 
Colorado Rockies and played six seasons with the Blues, is Rob 
Ramage. 

“The Warriors are a special group,” the 62-year-old former defensemen 
says. “I’m very honored to work with them. It’s about these men and 
women who have given and sacrificed so much.” 

But on this morning, Ramage is barking orders louder than some of the 
players’ former drill sergeants might have. He has the defensemen 
retrieving the puck in their own zone and setting up the breakout with the 
forwards. 

At 6:46 a.m., the whistle blows, and in the empty rink, you can clearly 
hear: “You did it wrong. Lap!” And the entire team takes off on a twirl 
around the rink that’s traditional punishment in this sport. 

“Yeah, that was me, I screwed up,” Daniel Smith later confesses. “I’m a 
big guy, and I used to mix it up, but those days are behind me now. I’m 
55 years old, so ‘Rammer’ has me cowering in the corners sometimes.” 

Smith spent 30 years in the Air Force before retiring in 2015. He was a 
boom operator of the KC-135, a refueling tanker. 

“I was the guy who flew the boom down to the receiver airplane flying 
below and passed the fuel mid-flight,” he says. “Yeah, it was a pretty cool 
job. It’s a big video game, really. You forget you’re 25,000 feet up and 
doing 500 miles an hour. There’s maybe 1,500 of us that have done it 
since they started doing it in the 1950s.” 

Some of the Warriors, like Smith, have been playing hockey since they 
were four or five years old. Others, like Greg Burian, 37, are just getting 
started. Burian likes the fact that Ramage and assistant coach Don 
Harvey take them to task if everyone isn’t where they should be and 
passes aren’t tape-to-tape. 

“We’re kind of used to that discipline, and when we need it, they’re there 
to give it to us,” Burian says. 

Burian spent eight years in the Air Force as a flight medic and believes 
there are a lot of similarities between being in the field and on the ice. 
The adrenaline, the communication, the moving targets and the 
togetherness. 

“You’re working tight as a team,” Burian says. “A lot of people will try to 
find that camaraderie that they miss from the military, and this program 
has totally fulfilled that for me.” 

The Warrior Hockey program was already established in several cities in 
2019 when former NHL goalie and St. Louis native Mike McKenna, then 
working as a TV analyst with the Vegas Golden Knights, received a 
phone call. 

It was Brad Marsh, the longtime NHL defenseman who now coaches the 
Philadelphia-area Warrior team. His club was in Vegas, so he asked 
McKenna if he’d come chat with his players. 

“I remember walking into that locker room and thinking, ‘Wow. This is 
special. This is different,'” McKenna says. “It was such a cause that was 
greater than hockey. It was having a mission to share and doing so with 
people that have very, very unique experiences.” 

McKenna admits that he can’t relate to those, but while playing with 14 
AHL and seven NHL franchises during his career, he felt that military 

personnel always understood his situation the best because of the 
constant relocating. 

“We had a bit of a bond that way,” he says. 

McKenna posted about the Philadelphia team on social media, which 
Nathan Laupp, his friend since kindergarten, would see. 

Laupp’s first day of boot camp with the Marines was Sept. 11, 2001. He 
served for four years, doing two tours in Iraq, and after separating in 
2005, he continued to work with veteran charities. He was also a lifelong 
Blues fan, a goalie who grew up during the Curtis Joseph era. 

“Veterans and hockey are two of my passions,” says Laupp, 38, who took 
the ball and ran with the Warriors Hockey concept in St. Louis, getting in 
touch with the Blues, who offered their support. “When they gave us the 
Blue Note to wear, that really was a big deal. That really brought 
everything full circle.” 

Laupp became the president, and he brought in Brad Collins (vice 
president of business operations), Hejna (VP of hockey operations) and 
Hejna’s wife, Emily Hejna (secretary), along with others. 

In August 2020, they were hoping that Blues Warrior Hockey would have 
40 players in their first season, but by Jan. 1, they had more than 100. 
They had to divide into four teams, and true to form, they were not 
labeled A, B, C and D. 

“Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta,” Smith says, laughing. “It’s all phonetic 
alphabet for us military guys.” 

They were separated based on skill level, with Alpha being the highest. 

“Because we come from so many different backgrounds, it’s incredible to 
see the talent that has come out, and it’s amazing to see how fast this 
has come together,” Hejna says. “But it’s also amazing to see how fast 
we revert right back into being buddies and how much fun we had when 
we were in the service.” 

Jesse Gippo, a forward on the Alpha team, will be 50 this month. 

He was skating with a group of guys on Friday nights when he first heard 
about the Warriors. 

“They’re like, ‘Are you a disabled vet?’ and I’m like, ‘Yeah, I just got my 
disability,'” he remembers. “You’re like, ‘This is going to be cool. I can 
play hockey.’ And then you come and it’s like a whole new world. You 
find out that there’s tournaments all over the place and it’s like winning 
the lottery.” 

Gippo was in the Navy and active during Desert Storm. He was on a 
minesweeper in the ocean. He slept in the bosun locker, which is a 
storage space, wearing coveralls and a MOPP suit (a gas mask around 
his waist) and using his shirt as a pillow. 

“It was like a combat zone all the time,” he says. “Always felt like I was 
going to get hit with a mine and I wasn’t going to wake up.” 

Gippo was feeling “fine” when he finished but found out he wasn’t. 

“When you first come out of the military, you kind of soldier up, like 
nothing is wrong — ‘we’re fine, we’re fine, we’re fine’ — and then there 
comes a point in time where you need help,” Gippo says. “I got out and I 
was messed up and I didn’t realize it. Everybody else did and then it 
started affecting me 20 years later.” 

Now he gets up every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 4:30 a.m. to 
be at practice on time. He doesn’t have to be there all three days, but he 
helps with the Charlie and Delta teams. 

“The guys are always giving me a hard time because I’m always here,” 
Gippo says. “We have a point system where you get one point for a 
practice or whatever, and I’ve got like 70 for the year, and everybody else 
has like 30-something. 
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“It gives me a reason to get up. A lot of us suffer from emotional stuff — 
PTSD, depression and anxiety — and so this is an outlet for us to get out 
of bed. It’s truly amazing.” 

Tracy Cockrum, a goalie on the Bravo team, suffered from PTSD and 
knows the feeling. 

She was in the Air Force for 19 years and now works in the Air National 
Guard. 

“I got back in 2017, and things just went downhill,” Tracy says. “I didn’t 
really want to do anything in life, and then this organization came along 
and it just changed me completely. It gave me a reason to live. I was like, 
‘I’ll try to play hockey,’ and these guys became my brothers, not just my 
teammates. 

“You don’t have to say anything. All you have to do is look at them and 
they know because they’ve been through it, too. It’s a therapy session 
without having to say anything to a therapist. Instead of saying how you 
feel, you can be like, ‘That puck hurt. That’s how I feel right now.'” 

That’s the environment that Laupp envisioned. 

“It’s that level of comfort,” he says. “We were all in the military and we’re 
civilians now, and we’re out in the civilian world and not everybody has 
experienced what we have. You do kind of put up a little bit of a wall, so 
it’s nice to be able to feel comfortable enough to let that guard down. 

“This is the closest thing that we felt to our time when we were active 
duty, and that’s when the stories kind of come out. My goalie partner and 
I, we’re telling each other stuff that we probably haven’t told anyone else 
since our time in. There’s just that deep bond because we all felt it.” 

And along the way, the Warriors have become better hockey players. 

Ramage politely declined an interview beyond his earlier comment, but 
McKenna points out “how lucky these guys are to have Rammer, a 
current employee of the Montreal Canadiens.” 

“It’s one thing to have somebody out there putting you through the 
paces,” McKenna says. “It’s another thing to have the first overall draft 
pick telling you what you need to do. And Harv, too. There’s a real 
respect level there.” 

McKenna attends every Tuesday and works specifically with the goalies 
and says there have been several “aha” moments. 

“You have these little passages of time where you unlock something,” 
McKenna says. “Maybe I’ve told a goaltender, ‘Let’s stay deeper in our 
net and here’s why.’ One of our goalies, he was way outside the crease, 
out of control, and we just made some little, technical changes to his 
game, and then I watch him now and I’m like, ‘Gosh, this guy is now 
mentally processing on his own what we talked about.’ 

“It just makes me smile because I can see the enjoyment from his end 
because he’s having that much more fun on the ice because he’s making 
more saves.” 

Cockrum says she’s applied the lessons to her play during games, as 
well. 

“It’s amazing,” she says. “Mike is like, ‘Just do this. It’s really easy.’ I am 
like, ‘Wait!’ So having Mike out here, it’s like ‘Whoa!’ but the little things 
are huge.” 

Lee Brown, another player in the Warriors goalie fraternity, says the most 
amazing part, though, is the camaraderie. 

“We hang out at each other’s houses, call, text constantly,” says Brown, 
who was in the Army from 2001 to 2006, working in missile artillery. “We 
go to Blues games. We do a lot of volunteer work with the St. Louis Blues 
and Centene. We’ll help them with concessions and flags. That gives us 
a chance to get cheaper ice time at Centene. We’re part of the 
community, and we like pitching in. 

“That we’re together is the No. 1 most important thing for me. The hockey 
is just kind of extra. We’ll get out there and compete with anybody in the 
Warrior Hockey program. We take it seriously. But it’s fun.” 

And with the fun comes plenty of chirping. 

“A lot of it would probably be bleeped out,” Laupp says. “We have a code 
of conduct that we follow because with wearing the Blue Note, that 
comes with some responsibility. So we watch what we say, but when 
we’re giving each other a hard time, it might be because you were in a 
different branch than that person, or because you totally just jacked up 
that play. We’ve got some guys out here that are drill-busters, so when 
they do that, we give them a hard time.” 

Hejna remembers something Ramage once shared with them. 

“He said, ‘If you walk into this locker room and you walk into the NHL 
locker room, there’s no difference in how it sounds, because everybody’s 
giving each other stuff and everybody is ragging on each other and 
having fun,” Hejna says. 

But as several of the players say, they couldn’t imagine life without the 
program. 

“Nathan (Laupp) called me the other day and said, ‘Dude, I saw you at 
practice. You were, like, bummed out or angry. Is everything alright?'” 
Gippo says. “That’s the added bonus to the hockey program, is that 
you’re not alone. They always talk about, ‘We’ll never leave anybody 
behind.’ Well, we’ll never leave anybody behind here, too. That’s what 
the heart of the organization is about — keeping us all together and 
being one team.” 

Today, the Warrior Hockey program, which is recognized and supported 
by USA Hockey, is established in 30-plus cities, including many NHL 
cities. There is a waiting list to join the Blues Warrior program in St. 
Louis. To get on the list, go to stlblueswarriorhockey.com. The players 
are required to pay annual dues that only covers a portion of their ice 
time; if you’d like to donate, there is a tab option on the team’s website. 
The organization will also host its first Warrior Classic in January. To 
support that, you can donate at gatewaywarriorclassic.com. 
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Golden Knights report: 2nd-period goal key in win over Wild 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-JournalNovember 11, 2021 - 10:21 PM 

 

Golden Knights vs. Wild 

Knights win 3-2 

RJ’s three stars 

3. Knights goaltender Laurent Brossoit — He was solid in his second 
start in three games. He made 22 saves for his second win in three starts 
as a Knight. 

2. Knights left wing Paul Cotter — He scored his first NHL goal 6:08 into 
his second game to open the scoring. It took him only two shots on goal 
to find the back of the net. 

1. Knights right wing Jonas Rondbjerg — He also scored his first NHL 
goal in the first period of his seventh game. He added an assist on 
Cotter’s goal for the first two-point performance of his career. 

Key play 

Left wing Jonathan Marchessault’s second-period goal. 
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The Knights led 2-0 after the first because of Cotter and Rondbjerg, but 
they had to work to maintain their lead most of the second. Then, just 
before intermission, right wing Reilly Smith stole the puck from Minnesota 
defenseman Matt Dumba in the neutral zone. 

Smith sprinted into the offensive zone before softly sending the puck 
back to Marchessault in the slot. He buried the pass for his fifth goal in 
five games to give the Knights a 3-0 lead. It turned out to be the game 
winner 

Key stat 

6-for-6 — The Knights’ performance on the penalty kill. 

They were short-handed for 9:11 — including the final 1:03 of the game 
— and didn’t allow a goal. They also defended five-on-three for 1:53. The 
Wild had nine shots on goal during their six power plays, but only three 
were from less than 34 feet away. 

Merrill honored 

The Knights played a tribute video for defenseman Jon Merrill during the 
first media timeout Thursday. 

Merrill, an expansion draft pick, played three seasons in Las Vegas 
before leaving as a free agent. He helped defeat the Knights in the NHL 
semifinals with the Montreal Canadiens last postseason, but Thursday 
was his first regular-season game at T-Mobile Arena since his departure. 

It’s official: Jon Merrill tribute video. pic.twitter.com/eUhXcXg2CK 

— Ben Gotz (@BenSGotz) November 12, 2021 

Merrill played 140 games for the Knights and had six goals and 19 
assists. 

Military appreciation 

The Knights had their annual Military Appreciation Night on Thursday. 

The team wore special camouflage jerseys during warmups and 
auctioned them to benefit the Vegas Golden Knights Foundation and The 
Folded Flag Foundation. 

The Knights also had veterans crank the rally siren between periods. 

Knights’ next 10 

Vs. Vancouver, 7 p.m. Saturday 

Vs. Carolina, 7 p.m. Tuesday 

Vs. Detroit, 7 p.m. Thursday 

Vs. Columbus, 7 p.m. Nov. 20 

At St. Louis, 5 p.m. Nov. 22 

At Nashville, 5 p.m. Nov. 24 

Vs. Edmonton, 4 p.m. Nov. 27 

At Anaheim, 7 p.m. Dec. 1 

At Arizona, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 3 

Vs. Calgary, 7 p.m. Dec. 5 
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Golden Knights ride rookies’ goals to victory over Wild 

 

By David Schoen 

 

If there’s any team the Golden Knights are sick of seeing in 2021, it’s the 
Minnesota Wild. 

The clubs met eight times last season, and their West Division playoff 
series stretched the full seven games before the Knights emerged 
victorious. 

But it was two players making their first appearance against Minnesota 
who made their mark Thursday. 

Paul Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg each scored his first NHL goal in the 
opening period, and the Knights held on for a 3-2 win over the Wild in 
front of an announced crowd of 18,267 at T-Mobile Arena. 

“I think I was more excited for Jonas’ goal,” Cotter said. “I almost killed 
him when I ran into him. So cool that we could both share that moment.” 

The Knights won for the seventh time in the past nine games after 
starting 1-4 and snapped Minnesota’s four-game win streak. 

Jonathan Marchessault scored his team-leading seventh goal with seven 
seconds left in the second period, and that held up as the winner. It was 
Marchessault’s fifth goal in the past five games and extended his points 
streak to five. 

Goalie Laurent Brossoit finished with 22 saves as he started for the 
second time in the past three games. 

Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon broke the shutout bid early in the third 
period when he finished off an odd-man rush. Ryan Hartman brought 
Minnesota within one goal on a one-timer with 6:25 remaining, but the 
Knights closed the door and killed off a late six-on-four after 
Marchessault went to the box for tripping. 

The Knights went 6-for-6 on the penalty kill after giving up at least one 
power-play goal in three straight games. 

“That’s a really gutsy effort by our group,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “We 
had a lot of reasons not to win tonight. We could have taken some of the 
easy ways out, and we didn’t. We worked and competed and made it 
tough defensively, killed some big penalties, got some timely goals from 
depth guys.” 

Here are three takeaways from the game: 

1. Memorable goals 

Cotter and Rondbjerg scored from similar areas of the ice, but their 
celebrations couldn’t have been more different. 

After Cotter made a hesitation move around defenseman Dmitry Kulikov 
and beat Wild goalie Cam Talbot clean from the right wing at 6:08 of the 
first period, he pumped his fist and let out an expletive or two before 
being mobbed by teammates. 

“I was pretty pumped up. Most of the time I don’t (celebrate), too, so that 
shows how special it was,” said Cotter, whose 22nd birthday is Tuesday. 

Rondbjerg, 22, slipped past Minnesota defenseman Alex Goligoski at the 
blue line and roofed a shot over Talbot to become the 13th Danish-born 
player to score in the NHL, according to Quanthockey.com. 

Other than a huge smile on Rondbjerg’s face, there was hardly any 
reaction after his goal. 

“I’m super excited to get one in. It was fun,” he said. 

2. Brossoit bounces back 

Goaltender Robin Lehner received a night off after starting 11 of the first 
13 games, giving Brossoit a chance to erase Sunday’s rough outing in 
Detroit. 

Brossoit, who made his first career start against the Wild, improved to 2-
1. 
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“I wanted to get him back in quickly after the Detroit game and give him a 
chance to get his legs under him,” DeBoer said. “I think going forward 
here, we’re going to have much more of a 1-2 rotation.” 

Brossoit was at his best in the second period when he had 14 stops. Six 
of those saves came while short-handed to help the Knights kill three 
power plays, including 1:39 of a five-on-three after consecutive delay-of-
game penalties on Nic Hague and Alex Pietrangelo. 

Minnesota scored on two of its five shots in the third, but was held 
without a shot for the final 6:25 after Hartman’s goal. 

“Playing with a bit less time between games lets you get into a rhythm, 
and it’s easy to make pattern recognition and things like that,” Brossoit 
said. “I thought our PK was really good. Our guys covered all the seams, 
collapsed well, didn’t really allow for those backdoor tap-ins.” 

3. Missing Martinez 

The Knights already were without forward William Carrier, who missed 
the game for non-COVID reasons. They lost another player in the first 
period. 

Defenseman Alec Martinez was battling in the corner when he was 
inadvertently kicked in the face by the skate blade of Wild forward 
Brandon Duhaime. 

Martinez headed to the locker room with 11:32 remaining in the first and 
did not return. DeBoer said he heard Martinez had more than 50 stitches 
to close the wound. 

“Ugly, ugly cut,” DeBoer said. 

LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL LOADED: 11.12.2021 

1225901 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

NHL All-Star competitions could come to Las Vegas Strip 

 

By Ben Gotz 

 

The 2022 NHL All-Star Weekend in Las Vegas might not be limited to T-
Mobile Arena. 

The league is considering having outdoor events on Las Vegas 
Boulevard as part of the skills competition Feb. 4. The normal in-arena 
events — such as fastest skater, hardest shot and save streak — still will 
be at T-Mobile Arena. 

The NHL All-Star Game will be Feb. 5 at T-Mobile. 

ESPN, which will televise the skills competition, first reported the 
possibility of outdoor events Thursday. A league spokesperson confirmed 
the news to the Review-Journal. 

All-Star Weekend will be the first high-profile NHL event the Golden 
Knights have been selected to host since the expansion draft in 2017. 
The league has frequented Las Vegas, with the city hosting every annual 
awards show that has taken place since 2009 with the exception of 2013. 
The 2020 and 2021 NHL awards were given out virtually. 

All-Star Weekend will come during a busy week in Las Vegas. The East-
West Shrine Bowl will take place Feb. 3 at Allegiant Stadium, and the 
NFL’s Pro Bowl will be played Feb. 6 at Allegiant. 
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Golden Knights lose another forward for Thursday’s game vs. Wild 

 

By Ben Gotz 

 

The Golden Knights are down yet another forward for their game against 
the Minnesota Wild on Thursday night at T-Mobile Arena. 

Coach Pete DeBoer said left wing William Carrier is out for non-COVID 
reasons. The team has centers Jack Eichel and Nolan Patrick, captain 
Mark Stone, left wing Max Pacioretty and defenseman Zach Whitecloud 
on injured reserve. Center William Karlsson also is injured. 

“It wouldn’t be us if we didn’t have another man down,” DeBoer said. 

Carrier has two goals and two assists this season and was playing up in 
the lineup with so many players injured. Center Michael Amadio will 
replace Carrier in the lineup. 

Stone skated with the Knights on Thursday morning after also doing so 
before the team’s Tuesday win against Seattle. DeBoer said Tuesday 
morning Stone was still a ways from playing. 

Pacioretty, who sustained a lower-body fracture in the team’s Oct. 14 
loss to Los Angeles, is out of his walking boot, DeBoer said. He added 
that Karlsson, who broke his foot Oct. 29 against Anaheim, is a few 
weeks behind Pacioretty. 

Patrick is making progress from his upper-body injury, but it’s been slow, 
DeBoer said. Whitecloud is skating after having hand surgery but is still 
recovering. He blocked a shot from Edmonton Oilers defenseman 
Duncan Keith with his right hand Oct. 22. 
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Live coverage: Penalty kill comes up big as Golden Knights beat Wild 

 

By Justin Emerson Published Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021 | 4 p.m. Updated 
Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021 | 9:35 p.m. 

 

Holding onto a 2-0 lead, the Golden Knights found themselves in a 
position where that advantage could vanish in an instant. Three penalties 
in three minutes gave the Minnesota Wild a golden opportunity, including 
1:39 of 5-on-3 time. 

Instead, the penalty kill rose to the occasion, as it did all night, including a 
6-on-4 penalty kill with 1:03 to go in the game. The Golden Knights 
picked up arguably their biggest win of the season Thursday night, 
holding on to beat the Central Division-leading Wild 3-2 at T-Mobile 
Arena. 

Entering the third period with a 3-0 lead, the Golden Knights had a little 
wiggle room. It's a good thing too, because the Wild didn't go down 
quietly, and trimmed the lead just 1:20 into the third. Kirill Kaprizov 
entered the zone then turned his back to the net, feeding a streaking 
Jared Spurgeon, who buried it to make the score 3-1. 

Minnesota had a power play right after that in which Vegas escaped 
unscathed. Penalty-killing was the story of the game for Vegas, which 
finished 6-for-6. 

Ryan Hartman made things interesting with 6:25 to go in the third. His 
shot came out of nowhere, but he took the feed from former Golden 
Knights defenseman Jon Merrill and one-timed it into the net. Minnesota 
pulled goalie Cam Talbot late, then an even later penalty set the Wild up 
with six men against Vegas' four. 
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The Golden Knights' first period was one for the record books. Both Paul 
Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg scored the first goals of their careers, 
opening the scoring and then extending it by the end of the period and 
giving Vegas a 2-0 lead. It was the first point of Cotter's career, and after 
Rondbjerg assisted on Cotter's goal, his own goal gave him three career 
points. He also became the 13th Danish-born player in NHL history to 
score a goal. 

After their 5-on-3 penalty kill, Vegas brought the crowd to its feet one 
more time in the second period, with seven seconds remaining. Reilly 
Smith created a chance out of nothing, stealing the puck at the 
Minnesota blue line and finding Jonathan Marchessault for the finish and 
the Golden Knights' third goal of the evening. 

Vegas finished with a 35-24 lead in shots on goal. 

Golden Knights kill penalties, add to lead in second period 

The Golden Knights stared down their biggest test of the game in the 
second period and didn't blink. Facing nearly two full minutes of a 5-on-3 
penalty kill, Vegas didn't allow the Minnesota Wild back into the game, 
and added a goal of their own to take a 2-0 lead after two periods at T-
Mobile Arena on Thursday. 

Vegas took three penalties in the span of 2:08. Shea Theodore went off 
for hooking, then as his penalty was about to expire Nicolas Hague 
flipped the puck over the glass and gave Minnesota 13 seconds of a two-
man advantage. But when Alex Pietrangelo also sent the puck into the 
stands, the Wild had 1:39 of a 5-on-3 power play. 

The Golden knights killed it off, allowing just three shots to reach Laurent 
Brossoit with most of the attempts coming from the outside. Brossoit had 
the best save of the game on Minnesota's best chance, turning away Joel 
Eriksson Ek from in close. 

As a reward for their penalty-killing prowess, the Golden Knights 
extended their lead with seven seconds to go in the period. Reilly Smith 
made a nice turnover in the neutral zone, then made an even nicer play 
to slide the puck over to Jonathan Marchessault through traffic. 
Marchessault didn't miss, burying his team-best seventh of the season 
and giving Vegas a 3-0 advantage. 

The Golden knights led 25-19 in shots on goal through two periods. 

Defenseman Alec Martinez, who left the game in the first period after 
catching a skate blade to the face, did not return for the second period 
and appears done for the night 

Two Golden Knights score first NHL goals as Vegas leads Wild after 1 

The first period was full of firsts for the Golden Knights, as two players 
netted the first goals of their NHL careers. Paul Cotter and Jonas 
Rondbjerg both had a period to remember, and Vegas led the Minnesota 
Wild 2-0 at T-Mobile Arena on Thursday. 

Cotter, playing in his second NHL game, went first. He took an outlet 
pass from Nicolas Hague and turned on the jets, speeding down the right 
wing and around Minnesota defenseman Dmitry Kulikov. He went 
backhand, forehand then sniped, beating Cam Talbot clean and putting 
the Golden Knights up 1-0 at 6:08. It was his first NHL goal. 

The Golden Knights spent much of the period in control, firing six of the 
first seven shots of the game and keeping Minnesota out of the 
dangerous areas. The Wild had one especially dangerous chance off the 
rush, but Laurent Brossoit made the first stop and Kirill Kaprizov fanned 
on a dribbler through the crease that would have tied the game. 

Vegas even had the best look on Minnesota's power play, as Reilly Smith 
sprung loose for a partial breakaway. He went five-hole on Talbot, but 
Minnesota's goalie got just enough pad on it to deflect it away and allow 
Jonas Brodin to clear it harmlessly. 

Before the period came to an end, Rondbjerg got in on the fun. He came 
down the right wing like Cotter did, and from nearly the same spot on the 

ice ripped it by Talbot at 16:41. It was the first goal, and third point of his 
career after assisting on Cotter's goal. 

Shots favored Vegas 16-5 after the first period. 

Golden Knights welcome Wild in postseason rematch 

Tonight will be just the Golden Knights' 14th game of the season, but 
after facing the Minnesota Wild they will have faced all three of last year's 
postseason opponents. 

After defeating the Colorado Avalanche (second round) on Oct. 26 and 
the Montreal Canadiens (semifinal) on Saturday, Vegas welcomes last 
year's first-round opponent for a 7 p.m. game at T-Mobile Arena. Vegas 
remembers the Game 7 victory last May, but so do the Wild, and the 
Golden Knights will look to avoid any sort of revenge game. 

"They showed also from the start of the season who they are, I think, as 
a team. It's going to be a tough battle," forward Jonathan Marchessault 
said. "I think they're well balanced everywhere throughout their lineup, 
they're a heavy team and we've got to be ready for them." 

The Wild last season took a major step in their competitive window and 
haven't slowed down at the start of the season. At 9-3-0, they lead the 
Central Division and are tied for the most points in the Western 
Conference. They have won four in a row and are coming off a victory 
last night in Arizona. 

The usual suspects are producing points for Minnesota. Last year's 
Calder Trophy winner as rookie of the the Years Kirill Kaprizov leads the 
squad with 10 points, while Matt Dumba, Mats Zuccarello and Marcus 
Foligno are right behind with nine each. Minnesota has scored 3.42 goals 
per game, tied for six in the league. 

"Same identity. Big, heavy, hard to play against, four lines," coach Pete 
DeBoer said. "They made that big trade in the offseason (buying out 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter) and I think everyone thought, well are they 
going to take a step back? I think it's kind of been the opposite when you 
look at them on tape. They look really good." 

The Golden Knights enter the game down yet another forward, as 
William Carrier did not participate in morning skate and will miss tonight's 
game. The third and fourth lines are expected to consist of Mattias 
Janmark, Jake Leschyshyn, Michael Amadio, Paul Cotter, Brett Howden 
and Paul Cotter, who which only two — Janmark and Howden — started 
the season on Vegas' NHL roster Only one of those played in last year's 
postseason series, and Janmark had a hat trick in the decisive Game 7. 

The Golden Knights have won six of their last eight games, and a victory 
could return the to a postseason position, based on how the other games 
this evening shake out. 

Robin Lehner is expected to start in goal for the Golden Knights. He has 
started 11 of the 13 games this season, and has a .919 save percentage. 

TV: AT&T SportsNet (DirecTV 684, Cox 1313, CenturyLink 1760) 

Radio: Fox Sports 1340 AM and 98.9 FM 

Betting line: Golden Knights minus-115, Wild minus-105; over/under: 5.5 
(minus-115, minus-105) 

Golden Knights (7-6-0, 14 points; 6th place, Pacific Division) 

Coach: Pete DeBoer (third season) 

Points leaders: Chandler Stephenson (13) 

Goals leader: Jonathan Marchessault (6) 

Assists leader: Chandler Stephenson (8) 

Expected goalie: Robin Lehner (2.72 GAA, .919 save percentage) 

Wild (9-3-0, 18 points; 1st place, Central Division) 

Coach: Dean Evason (second season) 
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Points leader: Kirill Kaprizov (10) 

Goals leader: Ryan Hartman (6) 

Assists leaders: Matt Dumba, Kirill Kaprizov (7) 

Expected goalie: Cam Talbot (2.85 GAA, .904 save percentage) 

Golden Knights projected lineup 

Forwards 

Jonathan Marchessault—Nicolas Roy—Reilly Smith 

Keegan Kolesar—Chandler Stephenson—Evgenii Dadonov 

Mattias Janmark—Jake Leschyshyn—Michael Amadio 

Paul Cotter—Brett Howden—Jonas Rondbjerg 

Defensemen 

Nicolas Hague—Alex Pietrangelo 

Alec Martinez—Shea Theodore 

Brayden McNabb—Dylan Coghlan 

Goalies 

Robin Lehner, Laurent Brossoit 
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Golden Knights depth being tested now, will have its benefits later in the 
year 

 

By Jesse Granger Nov 12, 2021 

 

The first puck Minnesota Wild goaltender Cam Talbot dug out of the net 
behind him Thursday night will soon be on its way to Paul Cotter’s home 
in Michigan. The second puck to enter that net? It will be proudly 
displayed in Jonas Rondbjerg’s bedroom in Las Vegas. 

The two Golden Knights rookies each scored the first goals of their young 
NHL careers to power Vegas to its seventh win in the last nine games. 
The Golden Knights topped first-place Minnesota 3-2 in a gutsy win. 

It was only the second time in franchise history that two players scored 
their first NHL goal in the same game, and Cotter and Rondbjerg’s 
milestones couldn’t have been better timed. They each scored in the first 
period to push Vegas ahead early, and the Golden Knights never 
surrendered the lead to improve to 8-6-0 on the season. 

Already without Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, William Karlsson, Zach 
Whitecloud, Nolan Patrick and the newly added Jack Eichel due to injury, 
Vegas lost another player early in Thursday’s game when Alec Martinez 
was caught in the face with a skate blade. Coach Pete DeBoer said 
Martinez’s injury was an ugly cut, requiring more than 50 stitches. 

But as they have for most of this season, Vegas’ depth players stepped 
up. Cotter and Rondbjerg were both expected to spend the majority of 
this season in the American Hockey League but have suddenly been 
thrust into the spotlight out of necessity. 

“When you get a call-up like this you need to take advantage, and I think 
those two guys did,” said forward Jonathan Marchessault, who scored his 
team-leading seventh goal of the season in the third period. “From the 
moment they showed up they’ve been playing good hockey everywhere 
on the ice, and it’s fun for them to get rewarded.” 

Cotter and Rondbjerg aren’t alone. Fellow rookie Jake Leschyshyn has 
played well in his first NHL action as well, already moving his way up the 
lineup during his short time with the Golden Knights. 

“You don’t feel like he’s a rookie,” said Mattias Janmark, who has played 
with Leschyshyn. “He really thinks the game (well). He’s involved. He 
tries to talk more and figure things out. He really doesn’t feel like a rookie 
in that aspect of it.” 

Not only are the Golden Knights relying on players who otherwise 
wouldn’t be in the lineup. They’re also counting on players to perform in 
much larger roles than they’re accustomed to, and none more than Nic 
Roy. 

Roy has seen an increase of nearly four minutes of ice time from last 
season, playing on Vegas’ top line between Jonathan Marchessault and 
Reilly Smith, and is taking full advantage. He’s been particularly 
impressive lately, with five points in the last five games. 

“(Playing with Marchessault and Smith) helps a lot, but he earned that 
opportunity, which is the most important thing,” coach Pete DeBoer said. 
“You can give that opportunity to someone who hasn’t earned it, and 
they’re not going to do with it what he’s done. He’s having success 
because he took all the right steps to earn that opportunity, and he’s 
ready for it.” 

DeBoer has been impressed with Roy since the start of training camp. 
He said the team’s hope was to roll a fantastic performance by Roy in the 
Golden Knights playoff series against Montreal right into the 2021-22 
season. Thus far that has been the case. 

“It started last year in the Montreal series,” DeBoer said. “I thought 
instead of just surviving shifts, or trying to get off the ice even, without 
making mistakes, he’s starting to want the puck and dictate how the shift 
was going to go. That’s a confidence thing for a young guy. Not only can 
I play in this league, but I can make a difference when I’m out there, and I 
want the puck to try to do that.” 

Roy had two goals and an assist against the Canadiens, including a 
skillful overtime winner in Game 4 that was the biggest moment of his 
young NHL career. 

“I think it was big,” Roy said of that postseason experience. “Before that I 
was feeling better every game, but I think I performed better offensively. 
Coming into my third season I thought I could bring more offensively to 
the table, and I think I’ve been able to do that so far.” 

Roy has averaged more than 18 minutes of ice time over the last seven 
games, filling in for an injured Karlsson. Those aren’t easy shoes to fill 
considering the chemistry between Karlsson and his linemates, but Roy 
has been a good stylistic fit. 

“The way he holds onto the puck,” Marchessault said of Roy. “It gives us 
a lot of time for me and Reilly to support him. We like to play close to 
each other. He’s a guy who holds onto the puck and it’s tough to take the 
puck away from him. We’re definitely using that to our advantage.” 

Roy uses his 6-foot-4, 205-pound frame to shield the puck from 
defenders and bully his way into dangerous areas of the ice. From there 
he has the vision, awareness and touch to find his teammates for 
chances. 

“It’s a big opportunity, and I’m trying to make the most out of it,” Roy said. 
“It’s different, of course. I think playing with these guys you’re trying to 
create offense on every shift, every time you’re on the ice. If you’re 
playing with different guys on the third or fourth line you’re trying to bring 
some energy, of course you’re going to have some chances.” 

And while Roy is enjoying the extra ice time, he’s realistic about his role 
when players like Karlsson and Eichel eventually step into the lineup. 

“I try to prove that I can be a first- or second-line player as well as third 
and fourth line,” he said. “Of course when we have some guys (come) 
back I’m going to go down the lineup, and I think I can play with the guys 
on the third and fourth line and bring offense (from) there too.” 
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And that will be the key for the Golden Knights’ chances to make another 
deep playoff run. Adding yet another superstar into the fold with the trade 
for Eichel obviously improves Vegas’ firepower, but the salary cap 
ramifications could weaken the depth down the lineup. It will be 
imperative for Vegas’ third and fourth line players to produce, and Roy 
will be a big part of that. The experience he’s currently gaining is 
invaluable in that aspect. 

William Carrier has seen a similar increase in role, although he was also 
missing from Thursday night’s game with an undisclosed injury. But prior 
to that he scored two goals and two assists in 11 games. That puts him 
on pace for 25 points in a season, and he’s never topped the 20-point 
mark in his career. 

Over the last four seasons Carrier has transitioned to less of a physical 
presence and more of an offensive threat. His hits per 60 minutes have 
steadily declined, while his points per 60 have nearly doubled. 

William Carrier 

2018-19 

31.21 

1.02 

2019-20 

18.38 

1.66 

2020-21 

14.80 

1.69 

2021-22 

10.24 

1.95 

“I think Will has always had the ability to play a skilled game with the 
power that he has, without losing that physicality,” DeBoer said. “It’s 
funny, but when you have these injuries it’s an opportunity for guys to 
play up in the lineup, and to play roles that maybe they haven’t had a 
chance to play. 

“Some guys who come to mind particularly — Will Carrier, I thought — 
have done a great job of jumping up in the lineup and being effective 
every night.” 

In an ideal world for the Golden Knights their stars will return, and Carrier 
and Roy will be relegated to their bottom-six roles with a newfound sense 
of confidence in their offensive games. 

And for the first time in a long time (probably in franchise history) the 
team is looking for offense from the bottom of the lineup. Previous 
versions of Vegas’ bottom line were centered around Ryan Reaves’ 
physicality and intimidation. That is no longer the case. 

“Obviously when he was playing with Reavo and that group they had a 
different identity,” DeBoer said of Carrier. “They were going over the 
boards to smash and bang, and soften up the other team. With how 
we’re built now we’re asking him to go over and keep that physicality, but 
make plays and contribute offensively.” 

Trading Reaves to New York in the offseason signaled a change in 
philosophy. 

“I think we made a conscious effort to move towards making sure that we 
have four lines that can contribute at that time of year (in the playoffs),” 
DeBoer said. “You look back at last year’s Stanley Cup Final, and I think 
Tyler Johnson was on the fourth line. Their third and fourth line scored, I 
think maybe four of the last five goals of the Stanley Cup Final, or 
something like that.” 

The Golden Knights may not have the same sort of depth as Tampa Bay 
did last year. They certainly don’t have a consistent 20-goal scorer to 
play on the fourth line, but if Roy and Carrier can continue playing the 
way they have, it will be a major upgrade from last year’s bottom-six 
scoring. Then there’s Mattias Janmark, who has had a rough start to the 
season after a battle with COVID-19 but is a proven playoff performer. 
Throw in the rookies who showed some potential Thursday, and Vegas 
could have a difficult bottom six for opposing teams to match up with. 

If the top two lines consist of Eichel, Stone, Pacioretty, Karlsson, 
Marchessault and Reilly Smith or Evgenii Dadonov, and the bottom six is 
at least a threat to score, it would give Vegas its best chance at a Stanley 
Cup run yet. 
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Knights Use Rooks To Checkmate Minnesota, 3-2, Thursday 

 

Alan Snel  

 

Another injury: VGK defenseman Alec Martinez takes skate blade to 
face. VGK coach Pete DeBoer called it an “ugly cut.” Martinez needed 
more than 50 stitches to close the wound. 

Quote: “I coached the New Jersey Devils for four years.” — DeBoer, 
when asked postgame by LVSportsBiz.com about the challenge of 
coaching a team without offensive firepower in grind-it-out games. 

The Knights received goals from two unexpected players in period one 
for tonight’s VGK-Wild game. 

Both Paul Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg scored their first career NHL 
goals as the Knights led, 2-0, after the first period. After the game, 
Rondbjerg said he will keep his puck in his room, while Cotter said he will 
keep it with other first goal pucks on his mantle. 

Minnesota, playing the second game of a back-to-back, looked flat in the 
first 20 minutes, mustering only five shots on goal against VGK 
netminder Laurent Brossoit, spelling starter Robin Lehner. 

After one period: VGK 2 Wild 0 

In period two, the Knights did a great job at killing a 5-on-3 to preserve 
their 2-0 lead with about five minutes left in the middle stanza. 

“We take a ton of pride in it,” VGK defenseman Brayden McNabb said of 
the Knights penalty kill. “It’s been off-and-on as of late and we wanted to 
fix it. I thought we did a great job tonight. LB played awesome and made 
some big saves.” 

Brossoit was rock-solid in stoning the Wild during the penalty kill. 

And then the Misfits struck with seconds left in period two. Reilly Smith 
fed Jonathan Marchessault, who buried the puck past Wild goalie Cam 
Talbot with only seven seconds left in the middle stanza. 

After two periods: VGK 3 Wild 0 

Attendance and ticket info: 

The Golden Knights are averaging 18,012 fans a game, good for 103.7 
percent of arena capacity, which is 17,367. That’s tops in the National 
Hockey League. 

As of 12 noon, the cheapest ticket on the VGK Ticket Exchange for 
today’s VGK vs Wild game is $35. 

What’s newsworthy is that the Golden Knights’ own ticket re-seller, Pogo, 
sent texts just yesterday promoting “limited number of fixed seats starting 
at $49.” 
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There have been the political Brandon chants during Golden Knights 
home games. Plus a Trump flag was displayed inside the arena — here’s 
a photo posted by a VGK fan: 

It’s unclear whether the arena or the Knights took any action about this 
political flag situation. The Knights’ new PR head, Nate Ewall, said the 
VGK follow the arena policy. And here it is: 

“Signs, Flags, or Banners exceeding 11” x 17” or attached to a pole/stick. 
Signs must be relevant to event. Signs may not contain or display 
obscene or offensive language and/or pictures as determined by T-
Mobile Arena Management. Management reserves the right to prohibit or 
remove a sign or banner at any time.” 

The fan who photographed the two men holding the Trump flag said it 
was before Tuesday’s VGK-Seattle game and that he didn’t see any 
ushers or security doing anything about it. 

Former Golden Knights defenseman Jon Merrill returns to the arena 
tonight. He was a down-to-earth likable fella for the VGK before going to 
Detroit, Montreal and now the Wild. He’s still remembered in this place. 
Check out this fan. 

Merrill received a classy video tribute from the Knights in the first period. 
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Golden Knights Takeaways: Two Firsts, Huge Penalty Kill, Defense First 

 

By Owen Krepps Paul Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg  

 

For the first time this season, the Vegas Golden Knights are two games 
above .500. The Golden Knights held onto their 3-2 lead against the 
Minnesota Wild and now have won two straight. 

It was a night of firsts for many Golden Knights. Backup goaltender 
Laurent Brossoit got both his first start and win at home at T-Mobile 
Arena. This was Brossoint’s third start this season and first at home.  He 
has 24 saves on 26 shots. 

“It feels great. It was a loud building. It has been the most t fun building 
that I have ever been a part of,  with the best fans and it feels good to get 
the first one and the monkey off the back with a first regular-season win 
in this arena,” said Brossoit. 

In the first period alone, both Paul Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg scored 
their first NHL goals as well. On the same fourth-line both forwards 
scored from a similar angle on Wild goaltender Cam Talbot. 

“I don’t think it gets much better than that. I think that is my default move I 
have done that a few times and I was comfortable doing that,” said Paul 
Cotter on his first NHL goal. 

“I think I was more excited for Jonas’ goal. I almost killed him when I ran 
into him. It was so cool that we could both share that moment together,” 
said Cotter. 

Cotter, Rondbjerg have a chance to stay 

Having two first-NHL goals scored certainly helps the case for the Golden 
Knight’s fourth-line to stay together. Alongside Brett Howden, both Cotter 
and Rondbjerg had an incredible game. 

The goals are easy to point out, but it is the consistent tenacity and grit 
that these young players have started to show for the Golden Knights 
that stands out. 

“From the moment they showed up they have been playing good hockey 
all over the ice and it’s good for them to get rewarded,” said Jonathan 
Marchessault on Cotter and Rondbjerg. 

With the Golden Knights slowly but surely getting healthier it will be 
interesting to see how long both Rondbjerg and Cotter will stay in the 
lineup. They now currently both have more goals than Mattias Janmark 
and Keegan Kolesar on the season. 

Good teams need young depth, and Cotter and Rondbjerg are showing 
that they can provide that for the Golden Knights. 

Penalty kill shows resilience 

The Golden Knights penalty kill went a perfect six-for-six on the night 
stopping the Wild’s multiple powerplay opportunities. In the second 
period, there were two different five-on-three chances for the Wild, and 
the Golden Knights penalty killers were able to persevere. 

“That’s a really gutsy effort by our group. Going into the game with the 
lineup that we have, and then losing Martinez early, and then with all the 
penalties and the over-the-glass stuff, we had a lot of reasons not to win 
tonight,” said Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer. 

The Golden Knights shot blocking and ability to force teams to the 
outside was on its game Thursday night. While players like Brayden 
McNabb, Shea Theodore, Nicolas Roy, and Chandler Stephenson did 
not show up all over the scoresheet, their penalty-killing efforts paved the 
way for the Golden Knights’ victory. 

“We take a ton of pride in it. It’s been off-and-on as of late and we wanted 
to fix it. I thought we did a great job tonight. LB played awesome and 
made some big saves,” said McNabb. 

Up Next: the Golden Knights take on the Vancouver Canucks Saturday 
night at 7:00 local time at home. 
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Cotter, Rondbjerg Score First NHL Goals; Golden Knights Win 3-2 

 

Published 5 hours ago on November 11, 2021By Owen Krepps Paul 
Cotter  

 

After meeting fifteen times last season the Vegas Golden Knights (8-6) 
and Minnesota Wild (9-4) played for the first time in the 2021-22 NHL 
season. Both Paul Cotter and Jonas Rondbjerg scored their first NHL 
goals for the Golden Knights leading the team to a 3-2 victory. 

With Thursday being Veteran’s Day, it was Military Appreciation Night 
across the NHL. The Golden Knights wore special military-themed 
jerseys in warmups and they were auctioned off during the game. 
Outside of T-Mobile Arena, Jack Daniels also had a “seven-tier barrel 
tree” to promote their Operation Ride Home Program. 

In terms of lineup changes, Laurent Brossoit got the rare start over Robin 
Lehner for the Golden Knights. William Carrier was absent from the 
game as he is day-to-day with an undisclosed injury. 

“It wouldn’t be us if we didn’t have another guy down,” said Golden 
Knights head coach Peter DeBoer. 

The Golden Knights had perhaps their best period of the season in the 
first against the Wild. The offensive pressure was there and it was 
spearheaded by some smart defensive plays. The forecheck led by guys 
like Nicolas Roy and Chandler Stephenson caused some turnovers and 
the Golden Knights looked great in the opening frame. 
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Playing in his second career NHL game, Paul Cotter accepted a stretch 
pass from Nicolas Hague, danced around Dmitry Kulikov, fired a shot on 
Cam Talbot, and scored his first NHL goal. Later on, in the first period, 
the same fourth-line scored another goal as Jonas Rondjerg scored from 
the same angle as Cotter for his first career NHL goal as well. 

With two first career NHL goals and also the return of Jon Merril to Las 
Vegas, Golden Knights fans had a lot to cheer about in the first period. 

After one period the Golden Knights were outshooting the Wild 16-5 and 
limited the Wild to only one high-danger chance. 

But it was not all rainbows and daisies for the Golden Knights in the first 
period though as defenseman Alec Martinez left the game. Martinez took 
Brandon Duhaime’s skate to the face on the boards, left the game, and 
did not return. 

More of the same followed in the second period, but the Wild began to 
push back who looked for their eighth comeback victory on the season. 
Brossoit stood strong and finished the game with 22 saves on 24 shots. 
The Golden Knights found themselves in some penalty trouble with three 
unfortunate and strange penalties.  

After Shea Theodore took a minor penalty, the Golden Knights then took 
two consecutive delay of game penalties from Hague and Alex 
Pietrangelo. But Brossoit and the Golden Knights penalty-killing unit 
came up big and killed off the multiple five-on-three penalties.  

Late in the period, the Golden Knights added to their lead as Reilly Smith 
forced Matt Dumba to turnover the puck. Smith found Jonathan 
Marchessault who extended his point-streak and scored with seven 
seconds left in the second period. 

Holding onto the 3-1 was a bit of a problem for the Golden Knights 
however as just moments into the third period Kirill Kaprizov found Jared 
Spurgeon pinching who scored. Despite the Golden Knights outshooting 
the Wild, only a few shots later Ryan Hartman scored for the Wild to 
make it a one-goal game. 

The Golden Knight had to hold their breath late in the game as the Wild 
pulled Talbot with just under three minutes left in the game and 
Marchessault took a late penalty. But the Golden Knights penalty kill 
finished the night going a perfect six-for-six on the night and the Golden 
Knights escaped with the victory. 

This is the first time all season the Golden Knights have been two games 
over .500. The team is set to play the Vancouver Canucks Saturday night 
at 7:00 pm at home. 
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Golden Knights Gameday #14: Military Appreciation Night; Lines & Notes 
vs Wild 

 

By Owen Krepps Jack Daniels Vegas Golden Knights Military 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (7-6) are set to take on the Minnesota Wild 
(9-3) for the first time this season Thursday night at T-Mobile Arena in 
Las Vegas. The Golden Knights are coming off a strong win against the 
Seattle Kraken on Tuesday and are slowly but surely becoming a more 
healthy team. 

Up against the Central Division leading Wild, this will be a measuring 
stick game for head coach Peter DeBoer and the Golden Knights. 

Tonight is Military Appreciation Night across the NHL, and the Golden 
Knights are celebrating in true Vegas fashion. Outside of T-Mobile Arena 
is a “seven-tier barrel tree” made up of barrels of Jack Daniels. Since 

2011, Jack Daniel’s has sponsored an “operation ride home” program 
that helps members of the US Military return home for the holidays. 

The “tree” will be lit in a pregame ceremony starting at 4:15 pm. Fans can 
also purchase individual barrels of the Jack Daniels seven-tier barrel 
tree. 

On top of this, the Golden Knights will be wearing special camouflage 
jerseys during warmups and they will be signed by the players and then 
auctioned off online starting at the ten-minute mark in the third period. 

WHAT TO WATCH 

In Tuesday night’s game against the Seattle Kraken, checked off a lot of 
things that they needed to get done to remain in the Pacific Division 
playoff hunt. They once again got superb goaltending from Robin Lehner, 
offense from the defense, and scored a powerplay goal at home. 

The bottom-six and depth for the Golden Knights are also starting to 
come around. Paul Cotter and Jake Leschyshyn had a few solid shifts 
each in the bottom six. William Carrier has two assists and Evgenii 
Dadonov scored. 

For the Golden Knights, they need to replicate Tuesday’s effort and try to 
start a winning streak as they are still sitting around .500. We are now 
over a month into the NHL season and the Stanley Cup Contending 
Golden Knights find themselves out of the playoff picture currently. The 
Edmonton Oilers are four points ahead of the Golden Knights in the 
Pacific Division Standings and have two games at hand. 

At Golden Knights practice today, Mark Stone once again skated but is 
still not ready to rejoin the team yet. William Carrier was absent from 
practice and Michael Amadio rejoined line rushes. 

PROJECTED VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS LINE COMBINATIONS 

Jonathan Marchessault- Nicolas Roy- Reilly Smith 

Evgenii Dadonov- Chandler Stephenson- Keegan Kolesar 

Michael Amadio- Jake Leschyshyn- Mattias Janmark 

Jonas Rondbjerg- Brett Howden- Paul Cotter 

Nicolas Hague- Alex Pietrangelo 

Alec Martinez- Shea Theodore 

Brayden McNabb- Dylan Coghlan 

Robin Lehner/Laurent Brossoit 

IR: Jack Eichel, William Karlsson, Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone, Nolan 
Patrick, Zach Whitecloud 

PROJECTED MINNESOTA WILD LINE COMBINATIONS PER 
PUCKPEDIA 

Marcus Foligno- Joel Erikson Ek- Kevin Fiala 

Kirill Kaprizov- Frederick Gaudreau- Mats Zuccarello 

Brandon Duhaime- Nico Sturm- Ryan Hartman 

Jordan Greenway- Nick Bjugstad- Rem Pitlick 

Alex Goligoski- Jared Spurgeon 

Jonas Brodin- Matt Dumba 

Jon Merrill- Dmitry Kulikov 

Cam Talbot/Kappo Kahkonen 

IR: Matthew Boldy 

How to Watch/Listen 

TV: ESPN+ 7:00 pm local 

Radio: Fox Sports 98.9 FM 
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The Athletic / How a new way of tracking ‘freeze rate’ could help unlock 
NHL goalie analytics: ‘That number will tell you everything’ 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Nov 11, 2021  

  

Brian Daccord is Boston University’s goaltending coach. Last season, he 
was the Arizona Coyotes’ director of goaltending operations. Before that, 
he was a goaltending scout for the Toronto Maple Leafs, won a German 
DEL championship as goaltending coach for Adler Mannheim (on a staff 
with ex-Bruins assistant Geoff Ward and former Providence coach Jay 
Leach) and was the Bruins goaltending coach. He is also the president 
and founder of Stop It Goaltending, a Woburn, Mass.-based puck-
stopping shop, and the father of Joey Daccord, a goaltender currently in 
the Seattle system. 

All of this is to say that Daccord knows the goaltending position about as 
well as anyone. But even an expert like Daccord did not realize, until he 
developed a goaltending app, that a statistic he had never considered 
could capture a goalie’s performance and value more accurately than the 
traditional metrics that have long caused analysts to consider the position 
voodoo. 

“It’s something that slapped me in the face when I created the app,” 
Daccord said. “Oh yeah. Couldn’t believe it.” 

The stat is “rebound freeze rate,” a measure of the pucks a goalie 
smothers after an initial shot. That includes, for instance, pucks that a 
goalie catches, gobbles up with his body or jumps on after a puck pings 
off a pad. 

Based on Daccord’s research, a good goalie should not allow a rebound 
on one out of every three shots (a 33 percent freeze rate). 

For the past two years, Daccord has been developing SIG Game Day, an 
app that evaluates goalies on a game-by-game basis. He wanted a 
system to isolate a goalie’s performance more accurately than save 
percentage or goals-against average — traditional statistics that are 
reflective of team performance as much as (or more than) individual 
performance. 

For example, through 11 games, Carolina has lost just once. Frederik 
Andersen, perhaps appropriately, has a .939 save percentage. Andersen 
had a .915 career save percentage entering this season and had been 
on decline for the past three seasons in Toronto, from .917 to .909 to 
.895. The Hurricanes are most likely influencing Andersen’s mark, albeit 
by an unknown degree. 

Frederik Andersen swallows up a shot from Mikael Granlund. 
(Christopher Hanewinckel / USA Today) 

As part of his beta testing for his app, Daccord logged 325 AHL games. 
He tracked goals and saves by 20 criteria, such as whether a shot was 
tipped, if it was on a breakaway and if the puck crossed the “Royal 
Road,” the imaginary center line stretching out from the net. 

By using historical performance, Daccord developed Game Day to 
determine, among other outcomes, goals saved above or below 
expectation. This is a common statistic. 

What Daccord discovered was that in large data sets, freeze rate was an 
even more accurate reflection of goalie performance than goal 
expectancy. But although services like Sportlogiq and Clear Sight 
Analytics track freeze rate, it is not a widely known or used metric. 

“After a while, you start going, ‘Oh my God. All the best goalies have the 
best no-rebound rates,’” Daccord said. “It’s just common sense. The guy 

that catches the puck cleanly versus the guy that cuffs pucks? The guy 
that cuffs pucks is going to leave sloppy rebounds that are going to be 
banged in. A guy that can catch pucks, he controls the play. A guy that 
the puck just hits his chest and dies, versus a guy where it hits his chest 
and bounces out.” 

The more Daccord thought about it, the more it made sense. A goalie 
with a low freeze rate was likely to be kicking pucks out into high-danger 
areas. Such pucks are like steaks for hungry forwards. Even if a defender 
gets to a rebound first, he is likely to be under forechecking heat and in 
harm’s way. 

A goalie with a high freeze rate, by comparison, is putting himself and his 
team in more advantageous positions. A faceoff is a 50-50 battle that 
allows a coach to change players and devise plays. 

Daccord then applied his expertise to the numbers. A goalie with a high 
freeze rate, in all likelihood, has the following attributes: 

• Good skating to get to the right spots. 

• Good hockey sense to read the play, get to the spots and be square. 

• A soft body that accepts pucks instead of attacking them. 

• Good hand-eye coordination to promote puck catching and blocking. 

• Good stick skills to deflect pucks into the stands. 

Daccord has not widely tracked current NHL goalies with Game Day. But 
when asked about Andrei Vasilevskiy, Daccord surmised that, given his 
toolbox, the Tampa Bay goalie would be among the league’s freeze-rate 
leaders. 

“That’s all high-end skill,” Daccord said. “If you think about your goalie 
that has all those attributes, that’s going to be reflective in a 
compounding-interest kind of way. Same as money. All these 
compounding attributes are such a great evaluation tool of how a goalie 
is.” 

Organizations that favor freeze rate could identify preferred and perhaps 
undervalued goalies. For example, in 2018-19, Cal Petersen had an .896 
save percentage for Ontario, Los Angeles’ AHL affiliate. This placed him 
No. 37 in the league. The Reign had a league-low 60 points. 

But according to Daccord’s research, Petersen had a top-10 freeze rate. 
Two years later, when he appeared in 35 games for the Kings, Petersen 
had a .911 save percentage. It was ninth highest among NHL goalies 
with 35 or more appearances. In retrospect, Petersen’s save percentage 
was influenced by playing on a weak team. 

Daccord anticipates a progression of top goalies steering rebounds to 
teammates as well as freezing them. For example, a goalie might identify 
a three-on-two rush and see an opportunity for a counterattack. That 
goalie may punch the puck aggressively beyond the first wave of 
attackers and onto a teammate’s stick. 

“It’s like a chess player thinking three moves out,” Daccord said. “It’s, 
‘OK, if I put this puck over to the top of the circle on the other side, we’re 
going the other way. If I leave this puck within five feet of me, I’ve got 
three guys on me. If I get the puck 15 feet away from me, we’re going the 
other way and get everybody trapped.’” 

Daccord encouraged me to test the app. It is available for anybody, such 
as a goalie parent, to purchase ($4.99). Users can track games live or on 
video. 

Daccord cautioned that it takes some navigation prior to familiarization. 
That, plus the speed of NHL action, convinced me to log the Nov. 6 
Bruins-Maple Leafs game on video. 

After my initial viewing of the Leafs’ 5-2 win, I thought Jack Campbell (42 
saves) was excellent. Linus Ullmark (31 saves) didn’t get much support, 
but I thought he gave the Leafs some life. I was looking forward to 
inputting the data via video review. 
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It took hours. I needed several replays of each shot to determine its 
quality, situation and where the rebound went. My wheezing iPhone 6 
crashed, causing me to lose all the data from an initial viewing. My 8-
year-old son, sick enough with strep throat to skip school but healthy 
enough to bang on a tambourine, was making me see three pucks 
instead of one. 

Finally, I completed the task. The reports concluded that both Campbell 
(4.28 expected goals against) and Ullmark (6.14) played above 
expectation. 

The Leafs scored two of their four goals on Ullmark (one empty-netter) 
off rebounds that went to their sticks, including John Tavares’ net-front 
whack off a William Nylander shot. 

But neither Campbell (18.92 percent freeze rate) nor Ullmark (19.23) 
reached the 33 percent threshold. I was surprised Campbell’s number 
wasn’t higher. 

It was, however, just one game. Larger samples smooth out deviations. 

“It really tells you about what you have as a goalie,” Daccord said. 
“Therefore, you could do all your scouting just based off that number. 
That number will tell you everything.” 
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The Athletic / World junior 2022 roster projections: Scott Wheeler picks 
the teams and medals 

 

By Scott Wheeler Nov 11, 2021  

 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” – Andy Williams, singing 
about the world juniors (I think) 

The one true holiday season — world juniors season — is near. After 
Hockey Canada didn’t get to collect gate revenue on the 2021 
tournament, the 2022 event returns in Edmonton for a second year in a 
row, with Red Deer co-hosting. 

This summer, Canada hosted its summer showcase in Calgary, deciding 
against participating in the USA Hockey-hosted event of the same name 
in Plymouth due to logistics (though Sweden and Finland still attended). 
The fall evaluation schedule for many of the European clubs is also now 
in full swing (or on the horizon) with Four Nations and the Karjala Cup. 
Soon, Canada will return to Calgary to host its December selection camp. 
Just before Christmas, all 10 countries (the same nations as last year, 
after the IIHF put a pause on promotion and relegation) will reconvene in 
Alberta for pre-tournament action ahead of a full slate of games to kick 
ffourthings off for real on Boxing Day. 

Here, I have made my roster picks (including lines, pairings, and goalie 
hierarchies) for the five superpowers: Canada, Team USA, Sweden, 
Russia and Finland. 

Throughout, I will analyze my selections, defend my cuts, and ultimately 
predict everything from the group stage standings through to the three 
medalists. These picks are my own but I have made note wherever a 
federation has a clear preference for a player that differs from my own. 

Team Canada should be the clear odds-on favourites again this year and 
that much is evident in just how difficult some of these decisions will be 
— and just how good many of the cuts are going to be. 

That’s especially true at forward, where I think (availability and health 
permitting) 12 of the 14 forwards I’ve selected here are locks. I really like 
how the games of the three players on my first line here should 
complement each other. I like that fit so much that those three kids were 

actually a line when I did this exercise for last year’s tournament. Though 
Seth Jarvis was ultimately cut from last year’s team, I’m holding out hope 
that they can play together this time around. Quinton Byfield’s health 
remains a big question mark, though. December 6 would technically be 
two months after he broke a bone in his left ankle, but he was still 
wearing a boot in recent weeks. The Kings termed his injury timeline as 
indefinite when it happened. So, while returning in time for Canada’s 
selection camp (December 9-12) is probably unlikely, I don’t think that 
necessarily rules him out of a third world juniors, this time as the team’s 
first-line centre, come Boxing Day. I know Hockey Canada is hoping he’ll 
be back in time. 

That second line with Kent Johnson, Cole Sillinger, and Dylan Guenther 
just oozes skill. Guenther’s comes in the form of speed and a threatening 
game with the puck 0ff the flank. Though Johnson may end up back at 
centre long term, I prefer his creativity off of the perimeter and he’s 
playing left wing with the Wolverines again this year. And then Sillinger 
has the puck skill to match the other two, but he’s also got a finishing 
knack and some hardness to his game that they lack. I’m sure Blue 
Jackets fans would like to see what they look like together, too. 

I love the heaviness of Zachary L’Heureux and Mason McTavish as the 
team’s “third” line. They seem like a pair that’s destined to play with each 
other in a matchup role that allows them to get after it on the cycle. 
Where things start to get interesting is on the right wing in the bottom six 
— if there’s an area of depth that’s a little thinner, that’s it. I like Tyson 
Foerster as the third piece of that checking line the most though. His pro 
experience the last two years in Lehigh Valley, combined with his ability 
to shoot the puck, just makes sense there. All three of those guys will be 
able to play along the wall, release to the inside, and score from the slot 
after the dirty work is done. 

The fourth line’s the toughest to pick because Jake Neighbours is a lock 
to make the team, I think there are good odds he ends up in a prominent 
role (top six, one-time slot on the power play, etc.), but I just couldn’t 
wrap my head around slotting him ahead of any of those other lefties. If 
Byfield isn’t good to go in time, maybe Johnson slides to the middle and 
that allows them to use Neighbours higher. I’d think that Hendrix Lapierre 
is a lock after his NHL cup of coffee too, and I like his effort level and his 
playmaking, but I also know that Shane Wright (who I’ve got as an extra) 
is going to be on the team, so someone’s getting the short stick if Byfield 
is available. I wouldn’t read into Wright as an extra too much right now. 

That leaves my two bubble guys up front as Justin Sourdif (who was one 
of the best players at the summer showcase in Calgary, can play a 
forechecking depth role, and is off to a strong start with the Giants in the 
WHL) and Mavrik Bourque, whose versatility fits gives Team Canada an 
up-and-down-the-lineup guy. Still, I think they’ll need strong camps and if 
you’re going to swap out someone for one of the kids I cut, it’s them. 
Incredibly, this team excludes summer camp standout and Blues first-
rounder Zachary Bolduc, Oilers first rounder and QMJHL leading scorer 
Xavier Bourgault, the Oilers’ Ty Tullio (a righty), Stars goal-scoring hound 
Logan Stankoven and everyman Wyatt Johnston, Predators OHL star 
Luke Evangelista, Sens skill-grinder Ridly Greig, Rangers goal-scoring 
winger Brennan Othmann, and Flyers WHL and QMJHL stars Connor 
McClennon and Elliott Desnoyers. 

The decisions on the back end and in net are a little more cut and dry 
because the depth just isn’t quite there. All four kids in my top four are 
going to be on the team and I think they really fit in those pairings, with 
Kaiden Guhle able to guard against Brandt Clarke’s mistakes and Owen 
Power and Lukas Cormier as a big-minutes, all-situations duo (Cormier’s 
much better defensively than he gets credit for). The third pairing could 
go any number of ways, though. I like Carson Lambos as the fifth-best 
player but I debated for the sixth job. I think Hockey Canada will go for a 
tougher, steadying type there, which left me with Donovan Sebrango and 
Lambos’ fellow Wild prospect, Ryan O’Rourke, who can both give them 
that and penalty kill. 

Their lack of righties could also open the door for someone like Jack 
Thompson, who also plays a hard physical game, or Daemon Hunt, who 
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Hockey Canada has always had a soft spot for. But, I still think you’ll get 
more out of Sebrango or O’Rourke than Thompson or Hunt. 

Excluded on the back end is Jamie Drysdale, who I don’t get the sense 
will be made available by the Ducks for a third appearance. If he’s there, 
he takes Cormier’s spot next to Power or Clarke’s spot next to Guhle. 
There’s a chance that Cole Perfetti, Jarvis, Sillinger and McTavish aren’t 
made available by their NHL clubs, too, but the sense is that they will be 
(with Sillinger’s success in Columbus making him the most likely to be 
kept from going to Edmonton). 

In net, I’m very confident in Sebastian Cossa, Dylan Garand (a returnee), 
and Brett Brochu as Canada’s three best options (in that order). Cossa 
and Garand probably split the group play games to settle who the starter 
is. 

If you just browsed over that Team USA roster and thought to yourself 
that it looked weaker than last year’s team, I don’t blame you, because it 
does. USA Hockey has two golds, one silver and two bronzes in the last 
six tournaments. Those two golds tie Canada and Finland during that 
period, and the five total medals lead the way (Canada has four, Finland 
and Russia have three, and Sweden has two). There’s a case to be 
made that if USA Hockey hasn’t caught Hockey Canada on the 
international stage, they’re as close as they’ve ever been. 

Even with that progress, though, these things are cyclical and this year’s 
age group, comprised mostly of 2002s and 2003s, doesn’t have some of 
the sparkle of the groups that came before it. That doesn’t mean they’re 
not going to be good or medal, though. They will be good and they will 
medal, I think. But they aren’t scary. 

I really like that first line. The all-Matt line of Matthew Knies, Matty 
Beniers and Matt Coronato play with a skill/tenacity mix that would make 
them very difficult to contain. And Knies and Coronato will have two of 
the better shots in the tournament. I suspect they’ll spend a lot of time on 
offence. 

I like the idea, given the relative lack of high-end skill they have, of 
matching two of their most purely-talented players, Sasha Pastujov and 
Thomas Bordeleau, together, too. And though I think there are equal 
odds Josh Doan’s roundedness lands him in the bottom six, I like him as 
a go-getter who can make some space for those two. 

Brett Berard and Landon Slaggert, two of the team’s six returnees (seven 
if you count Bordeleau, who was going to be on the team before COVID 
protocols kept him out), will fill in as a jack of all trades who can play 
wherever, too, with Berard as the more likely of the two to play higher in 
the lineup. And for the same reason I think they need to bank on skill 
wherever they can with this group, I’ve rounded out the top-nine with the 
Jets’ Chaz Lucius (who can play on the power play and put the puck in 
the net, despite his slow start in college) and skilled Panthers speedster 
Mackie Samoskevich. 

In doing so, that allows them to run more of a shutdown fourth line 
anchored by Red Savage (who isn’t a lock but USA Hockey is really fond 
of his pace, detail, leadership and faceoff acumen). I could see Sens 
first-rounder Tyler Boucher, who I’ve got as an extra, in a bottom-six role 
for his physicality and size as well, but I settled on the elder Ty Smilanic 
(who can play all three forward positions) instead. 

The one wild card up front for the Americans is Logan Cooley, a 2022 
prospect who plays fast and diligently — and who they haven’t hesitated 
from playing up a year. 

Dylan Peterson, a 6-foot-4 forward who turns 20 the week after the 
tournament ends, was my final cut up front and could make the team for 
his age, size and utility in the bottom six, too. 

I’d be surprised if the top four on D doesn’t look like the top four I’ve got 
here as well, right down to the pairings. Jake Sanderson, Tyler Kleven 
and Brock Faber are all returnees, and Luke Hughes is a shoo-in whose 
skating could complement Sanderson’s own to create a dominant 
transition duo. 

Where I think the team probably looks a little bit different is on the back 
end. I again went with the two kids I believe to be the most talented in 
Sean Behrens and Scott Morrow (who are both off to excellent starts in 
the NCAA) as a way to try to mitigate against the skill gap Canada will 
have over them if they go a different direction. But it’s not hard to imagine 
USA Hockey preferring defenders like Eamon Powell, Shai Buium, Jack 
Peart, Ian Moore, Jacob Truscott or Conner Kelley. This Team USA will 
be deepest on the blue line. 

USA Hockey’s biggest potential area of weakness is in net. As the era of 
Spencer Knight and Dustin Wolf comes to an end, the Blackhawks’ Drew 
Commesso is the clear favourite for the net. But he’s off to a tough start 
in his sophomore year at BU and they’ve got very little behind him. 
Tucker Tynan, who is back from his life-threatening leg injury, is the best 
of the rest for me by a decent margin, but USA Hockey doesn’t have a 
ton of familiarity with him. I’ve got U.S. NTDP alum Kaiden Mbereko as 
the third-stringer because Erie Otters goaltender Aidan Campbell, who 
would have been my pick there, is recovering from a knee surgery he 
had in October. 

Sweden might be the team I’m most looking forward to watching. As I 
alluded to above, medalling hasn’t come as naturally to them, despite a 
ton of success in group play for some time now, with just two medals in 
the last seven tournaments and no golds in a decade. But this year’s 
team feels different. They’ve got impressive wing depth that matches 
comparably with any team in the tournament, Canada included. All eight 
wingers I’ve slotted here can make plays and the four on the top two 
lines — plus returnee Zion Nybeck, who disappointed a year ago — have 
star power. They’ve also got a strong core of four defencemen on the 
back end that match up with any nation and a goalie tandem that should 
be, for my money, the best in the tournament. 

The big question mark was always going to be whether or not William 
Eklund, who missed last year’s tournament to protocols, was going to 
stick for the season in San Jose and not be made available. Because if 
they didn’t get him back, their depth down the middle of the ice was going 
to look bleak and potentially compromise the rest of a very strong roster. 
Now that he has been returned to Djurgardens, they can comfortably slot 
him at 1C and let the trickle-down effect happen. Their biggest holes are 
still at centre ice, but that top line looks terrifyingly good (all three of 
Eklund, Oskar Olausson, and Alexander Holtz could have All-Star team 
calibre tournaments), that second line will play fast and skilled, and that 
bottom six has a little bit of everything (goal scorers, playmakers, role 
players, etc.). 

The left side of their defence also boasts three kids who could be top-
pairing guys on just about every team in the tournament. Simon 
Edvinsson’s the biggest name of the bunch and for good reason (he’s 
been even better this year than I expected), but William Wallinder should 
be dominant in this age group too and Emil Andrae’s a returnee who can 
run one of the power plays and make plays up ice. Their right side is a 
little thinner after Helge Grans, who should also be a top player in the 
tournament, but I like Joel Nystrom (a 19-year-old) and Anton Olsson — 
who both have a ton of pro experience — to round out the group as five-
on-five guys who can play a regular shift and won’t need to be asked to 
do too much. 

Jesper Wallstedt and his .925 save percentage in the SHL this year give 
the Swedes a goalie capable of being the best in the tournament, too, 
and if he falters Calle Clang isn’t far behind. 

The extras were where I had the toughest time because their depth does 
drop off a little more steeply than their top end might otherwise suggest. 
Up front, I like Oskar Magnusson, a 19-year-old Capitals draftee who can 
make plays, as some skill insurance, and Daniel Ljungman as some 
necessary centre help in a potential bottom-six role. On the back end, I’d 
take one of their 2022 standouts along for the ride as the seventh 
defenceman. And while I’d probably lean towards Simon Forsmark for his 
length and pro experience, Mattias Havelid’s breakout performance at 
the Hlinka Gretzky Cup could give him the edge. The third goalie for the 
Swedes seems less important than it could be for other countries, but it 
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probably comes down to a pair of Golden Knights prospects, Carl 
Lindbom and Jesper Vikman. 

It’s worth noting that there’s no guarantee Holtz is made available for a 
third world juniors, but after the disappointment of last year’s tournament 
(both in his personal results and the team’s), he’ll likely be angling to go. 

Without the Anton Lundells and Ville Heinolas of last year’s team, this 
year’s Finns will be lighter on star power relative to the Canadians and 
the Swedes in particular. But they’ve still got three of last year’s 
standouts returning in Leafs Roni Hirvonen and Topi Niemela, and Kings 
winger Kasper Simontaival, and they’re going to be joined by an 
emerging age group of talent (particularly up front) that will make them 
relevant into the elimination round. The aforementioned trifecta aren’t 
even their only returnees, either. Towering centre Samuel Helenius and 
big winger Roby Jarventie (who struggled mightily at last year’s event) 
will surely join Hirvonen and Simontaival up front, 2022 eligible Brad 
Lambert (who looks like he might be on the outside looking in for now) 
could also come back for a second tournament, four other returning D 
(Kasper Puutio, Matias Rajaniemi, Ruben Rafkin and Emil Viro) will join 
Niemela, and goalie Joel Blomqvist will also make the team, giving the 
Finns the most second-time players with as many as 11. 

That made this team a little easier than most to build, too, because of 
how many guys feel automatic. There are others who are locks, too. 
Islanders prospect Aatu Raty will return for his second time after playing 
two full years ago only to be cut from last year’s team. He was 
sensational this summer at the world juniors summer showcase in 
Plymouth and should centre one of the team’s top two lines. The Flyers’ 
Samu Tuomaala, Hurricanes’ Ville Koivunen, Devils’ Samu Salminen, 
and 2022 breakout star Joakim Kemell (who is injured but should be 
ready to go) should give them a number of other weapons offensively, 
too. 

I doubt the Finns’ lines will look like I’ve got them assembled, though. For 
starters, Hirvonen has played more at the wing than centre the last 
couple of years. I slotted him as the 1C because I’d like to see what he 
could do with those other two — he and Simontaival had clear chemistry 
with Lundell last year — and while I like their other three centres here a 
lot, none scream “first-line player” at this stage. If they settle with 
Hirvonen on the wing, look for a player like Salminen to move to the 
middle. He’s a natural centre but I like his ability to get his shot off better 
if he’s on the wing. 

On the blue line, the only real decision was about their sixth and seventh 
defencemen. I settled on Canucks prospect Joni Jurmo for the top-six 
role because on raw tools he belongs and he’s finally begun to put them 
all together in Liiga. But Jurmo hasn’t always been in the Finnish 
federation’s good graces, so I wonder if my seventh D, the ever-reliable 
righty Ville Ottavainen, has the edge (though, unlike with every other 
nation, the Finns are actually going to be tougher to make as a RHD than 
a LHD). 

In net, Leevi Merilainen should be Blomqvist’s biggest challenger, but 
neither are in the Cossa, Wallstedt, Iaroslav Askarov stratospheres these 
days (and I’m not sure they’re in Clang’s or Garand’s either). 

This team’s tough to handicap, though. Because they are likely to finish 
second in Group A behind Canada, they’re likely to get a tough 
quarterfinal matchup against one of the other three powers in Group B. 
It’s not hard to imagine them losing that matchup and being out early. But 
if they bring the skill-first lineup I’ve constructed here and add Brad 
Lambert (who I had as an extra if only because the Finns didn’t originally 
invite him to Four Nations) over one of the depth pieces I have included 
like an Aatu Jamsen, they may have four scoring lines, a strong D core, 
and just enough in net to do some damage and medal. 

The Russians were, as usual, the toughest team of the bunch to 
construct. After what felt like forever under the often-confounding 
leadership of Valeri Bragin, there were a surprising number of head-
scratching choices made by the legendary Igor Larionov (Bragin’s 
replacement as head coach for 2021) last year, and now they’re onto 
their third head coach in three years with Oleg Bratash, a former goalie 

who was previously in charge of Russia’s second senior men’s team. If I 
were to strictly make my own selections without considering the usual 
politics at play with Russian selections, I’d look like a fool when they 
announce their roster. The impact guys should still be the impact guys, 
so those picks are my own. 

But I’ve filled in around the edges with the Russian federation’s 
favourites. 

I think pairing returnee Marat Khusnutidnov and 2023 sensation Matvei 
Michkov should be a slam dunk. After that, I think the trifecta of Dmitri 
Ovchinnikov, returnee Vasili Ponomaryov, and one of last year’s weird 
snubs, Daniil Gushchin, makes a lot of sense. Their bottom six is more of 
a guessing game, especially when you consider that the Russians 
typically bring an older team and I’ve got two more undrafted kids in that 
group. But I think both Danila Yurov and Ivan Miroshnichenko, who could 
(and should) be top-10 picks at the 2022 NHL Draft, belong. As does 
Matvei Petrov, even though he plays in the dreaded CHL. Svechkov fits 
in perfectly as the 3C in this environment, too, and I like both Nikia 
Guslistov (who has played this entire season in the KHL) and Prokhor 
Poltapov to round things out and play hard in their given roles. There are 
two kids not in that group of 12 who are complete wild cards though. I 
have them as extras, in the diminutive Alexander Pashin and the scrawny 
Sabres prospect Alexander Kisakov, who could infuse some skill at a 
moment’s notice. 

On the back end, all four of the kids in my top four are returnees and will 
be asked to do a lot a year after Russia’s defence looked sluggish. The 
challenge is that all four of them are lefties, which will mean that at least 
one (and more likely two) will have to switch sides. I’ve slotted them 
according to experience on their off side. The braun of Sabres prospect 
Nikita Novikov, who played well at U18s and has more KHL experience 
than most, makes him almost a sure thing. I like the stylistic fit of 
undrafted defenceman Maxim Fedotov with him, especially because he’s 
a righty, but I wonder if Russian darling Vladimir Grudinin has the slight 
edge. 

Their real X-factor is in net with top goalie prospect Askarov in what 
should be his third world juniors. They’ll go as far as he’ll take them. 

Predictions 

Group A: 

1. Canada 

2. Finland 

3. Czech Republic 

4. Germany 

5. Austria 

Group B: 

1. Sweden 

2. U.S. 

3. Russia 

4. Slovakia 

5. Switzerland 

Quarters: 

1A Canada def. 4B Slovakia 

1B Sweden def. 4A Germany 

2B U.S. def.  3A Czech Republic 

3B Russia def. 2A Finland* 

*I waffled on this game and I’m still not sure I don’t think it’ll be Finland, 
but if it is Finland, I’d bet they’re a higher seed than Team USA after the 
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easier group play, which could mean the semis are Canada-U.S. and 
Sweden-Finland. I think the outcome is the same in either case, with 
Canada and Sweden as the favourites to advance to the gold medal 
game, but a Finland win over Russia would likely make Canada’s semi 
tougher and Sweden’s semi more likely to go in their favour. 

Semis: 

1A Canada def. 3B Russia 

1B Sweden def. 2B U.S. 

Medal games: 

1. Canada 

2. Sweden 

3. U.S. 

4. Russia 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks humiliated in loss to Avalanche: 'It's 
unacceptable' 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

DENVER -- In the first 11 minutes of Thursday’s game, when the 
Vancouver Canucks had one shot and the Colorado Avalanche had three 
goals. The visiting team’s best shift of offensive-zone pressure was when 
three Vancouver forwards converged on the puck in the corner and 
determinedly froze it for a faceoff. 

The Canucks didn’t compete. They skated a little, tried a little, but never 
came close to actually competing with an Avalanche team that awakened 
from its opening-month doldrums by humiliating Vancouver 7-1. 

It was a convincing display by both teams -- that the Avalanche is a 
Stanley Cup contender while the Canucks will have to paddle like mad 
just to stay near the National Hockey League playoff race. They could be 
out of it sooner than anyone thought, scuffling through their first 14 
games at 5-7-2 and now facing a more difficult schedule through the 21-
game quarter-pole. 

The way the Canucks played Thursday, the word “playoffs” should sound 
like Jim Mora’s incredulous utterance: “Playoffs? I just hope we can win a 
game.” 

Vancouver has 68 of them left. They can’t win any the way they played 
against the Avalanche. 

It wasn’t just that they were overmatched against a more talented team 
that is so disconcerting, it was the Canucks' total lack of pushback, of 
engagement. They were never in the fight. 

“We should be embarrassed,” Canucks captain Bo Horvat 
acknowledged. “We obviously didn't come to play tonight and it definitely 
showed. They outworked us, outplayed us, and it's unacceptable. We 
can't let that happen again. 

“It's not the way we have to play and it's not Canuck hockey like we've 
showed in the past where we've been resilient and not rolled over. 
Tonight, I don't know. I don't know what happened. Obviously, we know 
it's not good enough and it's unacceptable, and we can't let that happen 
again.” 

There were numerous early signs of the Canucks’ lack of resolve and 
competitiveness. 

After goalie Thatcher Demko stopped an Avalanche four-on-one rush, 
teammates further abandoned him and the shift ended with Gabriel 
Landeskog alone at the side of the net to make it 2-0 at 7:34 of the first 
period. The Canucks hadn’t yet recorded a shot on net. 

Landeskog buries beautiful pass from Makar vs. Canucks 

Colorado made it 3-0 at 11:10 when Elias Pettersson, who is being paid 
to be the Canucks’ best forward, carelessly lost the puck in his own zone 
despite seeing everything that had happened to that point. 

And at the start of the second period, after the Canucks had a chance to 
regroup in the intermission after being outshot 12-3 and outscored 3-0 in 
the first, the Avalanche were bestowed more easy scoring chances and 
eventually ran up the shot clock to 17-3. 

“We talked between periods about responding and, obviously, that didn't 
happen throughout the game,” Canucks winger Tanner Pearson said. “It 
sucks because our goalies are playing so well and games like this, 
leaving them out to dry, it's pretty embarrassing. 

“Everybody's got to be honest with ourselves. If you think you played 
well, you could be kidding yourself. I think honesty is a big thing, 
accountability. We’ve got to respond.” 

Yes, well, the Canucks play another sleeping Stanley Cup contender, the 
Vegas Golden Knights, Saturday before finishing their three-game, four-
night road trip less than 24 hours later against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Then it’s the Avalanche again, and the rest of the November schedule 
that includes teams like the Winnipeg Jets, Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Boston Bruins. 

What was startling about the Canucks’ dismal performance against the 
Avalanche is that it followed two good games when Vancouver outshot 
and largely outplayed the Dallas Stars and Ducks to finish a losing 
homestand by taking three out of four points. 

Is it even possible, given their complacency on Thursday, that Canucks 
players actually thought the worst part of their start was over and that 
things were going to be easier? 

“If they thought it was going to be an easy game coming into play against 
Colorado, you wouldn't think you'd have to talk about (that),” Canucks 
coach Travis Green said. “It's never an easy game for starters in the 
NHL, but obviously we had a lot of guys that weren't ready to play 
tonight.” 

Asked about his largely-invisible top players, like Pettersson, Conor 
Garland, Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller, Green said: “Your best players 
and your leaders definitely need to lead the way in a lot of areas in your 
game. There's no secret to that. I don't think they're on top of their game, 
for sure. I'm not going to start with names, but we've got some guys that 
need to play a lot better.” 

Remaining Time -0:33 

Poolman receives match penalty for swinging his stick at head of 
Sherwood 

Green was still wrestling with the idea of making the team practise Friday 
in what had been a planned day off in Las Vegas. Given the road 
schedule, and two weekend games starting 22 hours apart, the coach 
may have to show his trust in players rather than his frustration. 

“I don't know what else to say: I'm very disappointed,” Green said. “We 
weren't close tonight. They looked like a team that's trying to find their 
game, a team that's thinking about winning the Stanley Cup. We looked 
like we had a bunch of guys that were a half step behind. 

“You've got to play well every game, you've got to play like it matters 
every game. And that team was a lot hungrier tonight.” 

Travelling without defenceman Travis Hamonic, home in Vancouver 
fulfilling vaccination guidelines, the Canucks are likely to play Saturday 
also without blue-liner Tucker Poolman, who is subject to suspension 
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after earning a match penalty in the third period for spinning with one 
hand on his stick and slashing Kiefer Sherwood across the face. 

Of course, the Avalanche beat the Canucks by a touchdown while 
playing without the second-best player on the planet, injured centre 
Nathan MacKinnon. 

“We've showed a lot of resilience in a lot games, and a lot of times we've 
fought back and stayed in the fight,” Horvat said. “And tonight, we just 
didn't have it.” 

Playoffs? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators put in valiant effort with COVID-weakened lineup 
in loss to Kings 

 

Wayne Scanlan November 11, 2021, 10:58 PM 

 

OTTAWA — A "new normal" is welcomed, but life is anything but normal 
for the Ottawa Senators, who continue to be bodyslammed by a COVID-
19 outbreak. 

And yet, they are forced to play games as usual. 

After a COVID-weakened lineup battled to a 3-2 loss in Boston Tuesday, 
the Senators were back on home ice Thursday to face the Los Angeles 
Kings and lost their sixth straight, 2-0, albeit valiantly. The Kings, behind 
goals by Anze Kopitar and Andreas Athanasiou, extended their winning 
streak to seven games. 

The shutout loss ended a run of 77 consecutive games for the Senators 
without being blanked. They were not shut out all of last season. 

Of course, the game was merely the backstory for the Senators on this 
day. 

When winger Alex Formenton and starting goaltender Matt Murray were 
placed on the COVID protocols list Thursday morning, the number had 
grown to eight Sens players plus assistant coach Jack Capuano, who 
had experienced positive COVID tests over the past week. The number 
swelled to nine players just prior to the warmup as defenceman Nikita 
Zaitsev was added to the list. He was replaced by rookie prospect Lassi 
Thomson. 

Meet the makeshift roster: Three of Ottawa’s six starting defencemen 
had seen next-to-no NHL action this season. Thomson was making his 
NHL debut, Dillon Heatherington was in his first NHL game since the five 
he played with Dallas in 2018-19, and Erik Brannstrom was appearing in 
his second game of the season. 

If that blueline wasn’t thin enough, rock-solid D-man Artem Zub left the 
game in the first period with an upper-body injury. Remarkably, all of the 
subs held their own and Thomson made a tremendous impression in his 
first NHL game as a smart, effective defenceman. He played 22:25 in a 
graceful debut. 

Remaining Time -0:37 

Zub leaves game with upper body injury after colliding with Grundstrom 

A total of 14 Ottawa players are now out either with injury or illness. 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith could not have been prouder for the 
way his team fought to the final second, crediting Kings goaltender 
Jonathan Quick for stealing the win. 

“There’s not a guy I can say didn’t give everything he had,” Smith said. 
“Lassi Thomson was phenomenal. He looked like he’d played in the 

league a long time. He made plays, he defended without hesitating. And 
he hasn’t played or practised with us.” 

While the Senators have had performance issues this season, on this 
night they will be remembered for their heart. And for defending better 
with a throw-together D-corps than on some nights with a full 
complement of players. 

Thomson said he was so excited just to be called up the night before the 
game, after playing in Laval with the B-Sens, he couldn’t sleep. And that 
was without knowing he was actually going to play in Ottawa. Instead, he 
found out minutes before game time. 

“I think that’s the best way,” Thomson said. “I’m the kind of guy who’s 
going to be so nervous.” 

He said he was encouraged by his teammates to have fun and enjoy the 
game. The entire team did, except for the end result. 

“It stings to lose,” said defenceman Thomas Chabot. “But the way we 
played is something good.” 

Putting a roster together is the least of the worries around a team that 
has been battling COVID-19 issues home and away. 

Hotel stays, at home 

Even while in Ottawa, some Senators players and staff with families are 
staying at a hotel to protect their loved ones. Head coach Smith, the 
father of three, including two young kids at home, is in that category. So 
is goalie coach Zac Bierk, who has young twins at home. 

“Whether it’s a hotel or staying at another coach’s house, there’s 
probably a handful or so (in that situation)," Smith said. “I think the 
biggest thing is — people with kids. If I’m at home, while my kids are 
there it’s tough for me not to see them. Same as Zac Bierk.” 

Hockey families are trying to ensure their children can stay healthy and 
continue to attend school or daycare after a year in which that was not 
possible. 

“In Zac Bierk’s case, he had twins that were born premature and their 
immune systems are weak,” Smith said. "You can put them in real 
danger.” 

Smith said there are probably another handful of players or staff still at 
home but sleeping on a couch or isolating in a basement to keep away 
from their family as best as possible. 

Two Ottawa players who tested positive on the road, defencemen Josh 
Brown and Victor Mete, had to drive home from Boston in an effort to 
prevent spread. It’s all part of a chaotic past week for the Senators. 

“It’s not the ideal situation, but there’s a lot worse things in the world,” 
said Smith, on a Remembrance Day when it was easy to imagine worse. 
“We’ll get through this.” 

Forward Nick Paul said the team is making the best of a difficult stretch in 
which the team has been losing games and losing players. 

“This is just another challenge, it brings the group closer together,” Paul 
says. "Those that can be in the same room, that is. 

“The group needs to stick together, have each other’s backs and prepare 
for the game.” 

Paul described the mood in the room as “pretty positive,” using a word 
that has come to be associated with dread in our COVID-shaped world. 
As Sylvain St-Laurent of LeDroit noted on Twitter: The Senators new 
slogan could be — more positive thoughts, fewer positive tests. 

“We’re going to lean on each other, support each other and when it 
comes to game time we’re going to play for each other,” Paul said. 

Despite the outbreak, the Senators have been taking every precaution, 
including wearing masks, social distancing and having food served inside 
team hotels. 
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“It’s a very contagious virus,” Paul said. “Things happen where people 
are still getting it, but we’re taking the right steps. All we can do is hope 
that it stops here.” 

Paul said the players are used to the protocols at this point having been 
in a bubble for all of last season. 

Those who have tested positive and are away from the group face 
physical and mental challenges through this ordeal, Smith said. 

“Some guys have had a few more symptoms than others, but it’s 
probably more mentally — you’re an NHL player and you want to play the 
games,” Smith said. “Your team is struggling and you want to help and 
you can’t. That’s the hardest part, is not being able to be out there with 
your buddies and competing.” 

According to Smith, none of the stricken players is asymptomatic. They 
are all dealing with something, either congestion or other cold-like 
symptoms despite the fact that everyone is double-vaccinated. 

The remaining healthy players and staff met as a group Thursday 
morning, as team leaders tried to keep spirits strong through the day-to-
day testing and worry. 

“There’s a lot of stress being put on a lot of people,” Smith said. 

The Senators COVID-19 list: Austin Watson, Connor Brown, Dylan 
Gambrell, Alex Formenton, Nick Holden, Victor Mete, Josh Brown, Matt 
Murray, Nikita Zaitsev and assistant coach Jack Capuano. Four of the 
eight are defencemen — Zaitsev, Holden, Mete and J. Brown. 

While fans in Ottawa questioned why the show must go on, with a 
condensed schedule due to the 2022 Olympic hockey tournament in 
February, the NHL is reluctant to cancel games due to COVID-19 
outbreaks. The San Jose Sharks had seven players and head coach Bob 
Boughner test positive before things improved at the start of the month. 

To which the Sens responded: Seven plus one? Hold my beer. 

Filip Gustavsson, who has been Ottawa’s most consistent goaltender, 
was nevertheless in the American Hockey League this past week until he 
was also recalled and got the start against L.A. 

With starter Murray out and backup Anton Forsberg battling a non-
COVID virus, Gustavsson was the obvious choice. Forsberg was well 
enough to dress for the game and sit on the bench. 

While stopping 34 of 36 shots, Gustavsson played well enough to keep 
the Senators in a game in which the roster was a shell of its "normal" 
self. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Suzuki reinforces why he's on Canada's 
Olympic list vs. Flames 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL -- It’s Oct. 15, three days into a season that’s seen Nick 
Suzuki go point-less through two Montreal Canadiens losses by a 
cumulative score of 7-2. The 22-year-old is just four days removed from 
signing an eight-year, $63-million contract and the pressure has already 
ratcheted up a notch or two before his phone rings and sends it into a full 
spike. 

It’s Roberto Luongo calling. Roberto Luongo, the former goaltender who 
appears destined for the Hall of Fame, but also Roberto Luongo, hockey 
executive and associate general manager of Canada’s Olympic hockey 
team. 

He’s on the line to tell Suzuki he’s made the country’s 55-man long list of 
potential participants in the 2022 Beijing Games. 

Exciting? Of course. 

When we informed Suzuki Thursday night that we had become aware of 
his inclusion, he thought back to those few minutes on the phone with 
one of Canada’s most decorated goaltenders of all time. 

“It means a lot that I got a call from Luongo,” he said. “That was pretty 
cool. Just being on a list with a lot of great players -- obviously, Team 
Canada is very deep, and it’s was an honour just to be even on the long 
list.” 

But you can imagine how Suzuki might have been feeling following that 
call up by going another two games without scoring, unable to help the 
Canadiens to their first win of the season. 

The thing is: this player always bounces back. 

Suzuki did it when he was sent back to junior by the Canadiens in 2018 
and went on to have an explosive season leading the Guelph Storm 
through the 2019 OHL playoffs and into the Memorial Cup. He did it 
when Brayden McNabb punished him with the biggest hit he’s taken in 
his short time in the NHL, springing back to his feet and commandeering 
a pivotal Game 3 win for the Canadiens over the Vegas Golden Knights 
in the Stanley Cup semifinal last summer. And man, has he ever done it 
since the slow start to this season. 

Suzuki came into Thursday’s win over the Calgary Flames with three 
goals and 12 points in the 10 games he had played since starting the 
season cold, and he came out of it with another goal and an assist -- 
making him the sixth-highest scoring Canadian-born player in the NHL. 

And it was Suzuki’s resilience that once again marked this one -- a 4-2 
win for the Canadiens. 

They went down 1-0 just 2:02 into the first period, and Suzuki helped get 
them tied with a sharp play to Tyler Toffoli that Ben Chiarot finished for 
his fourth goal of the season. Then Montreal’s top centre got caught 
staring at another Team Canada long-lister, Andrew Mangiapane, who 
gave Calgary the lead with a beautiful goal in the 17th minute of the first. 

Gotta See It: Mangiapane roofs backhander while on one knee 

How did Suzuki respond? With five shots on net, seven attempts and a 
dominant performance that saw him score the game-winner on a great 
individual effort that he finished from behind Jacob Markstrom’s net. 

And that was minutes after Suzuki was stopped by Markstrom on a shot 
from a similar spot. 

But as they say, try and try again. 

“I knew I wasn’t happy that on my backcheck I kind of stopped skating 
and let (Mangiapane) have some room and then they scored,” Suzuki 
said. “So I knew we had to get that one back and I just felt the play was 
right to throw it back into (Markstrom’s) feet behind the net. He was more 
off his post the second time, so it was nice to get a bounce there.” 

He created it with one of the many strengths in his game that has him in 
the running to potentially play for Canada in February. 

“I think it’s just his patience,” said teammate David Savard, who had lots 
of praise for the London, Ont., native after playing against him in last 
year’s Stanley Cup Final as a member of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“I think he’s (got really good) vision,” Savard continued. “And the way he 
holds onto the puck, he’s really strong on his stick and it makes him 
harder to defend. A guy that protects the puck really well and finds guys, 
it’s kind of a tough challenge for a defender when a guy has so much 
patience and is so strong on his stick. He’ll protect the puck well and he’s 
a really good player.” 

Suzuki banks puck off Markstrom and in from behind the net 

Suzuki’s a really young player who’s evolving into a great one. 
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He started with 13 goals and 41 points in 71 games as a rookie with 
Montreal in 2019-20 and then led the Canadiens in the bubble playoffs 
with four goals and seven points in 10 games. He pushed his game to 
another level last season, with 15 goals and 41 points in 56 games, and 
he surely caught Team Canada’s attention with a team-leading seven 
goals and 16 points in 22 playoff games. 

The way Suzuki is handling the pressure he’s under in Montreal should 
be keeping him on their radar. 

“He’s gotta deal with that for a few years,” said Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme after sending Suzuki over the boards for 26 shifts 
and 22:06 against the Flames. “He signed a pretty long contract. I think 
he’s learning to deal with that, too, at the same time. And he’s coming off, 
like most of the guys were coming off, a great playoff run and a shorter 
summer. Maybe a little bit surprised to start wanting to do well and 
expecting to do well. 

“Sometimes it’s gaining experience like that—the way you approach the 
season, the way you prepare for the season and so on. So, I think if 
(Canadiens general manager) Marc (Bergevin) decided to give him such 
a long contract with that kind of money, it’s because we know he can be 
handling those situations. He needed to face that, he handled that well 
and bounced back pretty well. He’s gone pretty good in the last 10 
games, so I’m confident he’s going to ride that until the end of the year. 
Obviously, there’s always ups and downs in a season, but I think he’s 
learning a lot about himself too. He’s still young, but he’s smart and he 
understands, when he slips, how to get back.” 

It won’t be a slip if Suzuki doesn’t make this deep Canadian roster, which 
will be named in January. 

All he’s focused on is playing the right way to give himself the best 
chance. 

“That’s kind of a lot of what we do it here anyway,” Suzuki told us. “Dom 
obviously comes from a Hockey Canada background and playing the 
Canadian way is a big thing he promotes with his players. You have to 
play a strong two-way game, whether that’s on the first line or fourth line. 
Just growing up and playing U16, U17, U18 and World Juniors, the way 
gets ingrained in your head and I just always try to play that way.” 

As an NHL executive texted us after the game, “Suzuki’s earned Team 
Canada consideration with his versatility. Whether he makes it or not, 
he’s a complete and competitive player who is turning into one of the 
best young ones in the country, and you’ve seen that on most nights and 
not just this one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unlikely hero Cody Ceci shines in Oilers' come-from-
behind win over Bruins 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — How long are the Edmonton Oilers going to be a one-
man team? 

Like, seriously. How do you expect to succeed when one guy has to 
carry you every night? 

It was another night and another one-man show, as the Oilers came from 
behind three separate times to beat the Boston Bruins, thanks to a 
fabulous assist and the insurance goal from, wait for it ... 

Cody Ceci? 

Ceci walked in off the blue-line midway through the third period of a 3-3 
game, head up, and found Leon Draisaitl in the low slot with a lovely 
tape-to-tape pass for the game-winning goal. Then he buried his first as 
an Oiler, putting the game away when he scored to make it 5-3 with 2:19 
to play. 

“Probably not the prettiest guy to watch, but he’s so effective and good at 
what he does,” said Draisaitl, who wasn’t bad himself on another three-
point night to hold on to the NHL lead in scoring (12-14-26 in 12 games). 
“For guys like that, who work so hard and do the things that don’t get 
noticed all the time, it’s especially nice for him to get a goal, and make a 
huge play on the game winner. 

“He’s not all D-zone and hard to play against. There’s some skill there 
too.” 

Unfortunately, Ceci could not take part in the post-game lovefest after he 
took a puck to the ear late in the game. But after halting their losing 
streak at one game and pulling off a character win in a building that has 
not been kind to this franchise in recent years, it was a team win that the 
Oilers were most happy to talk about. 

“We’ve had a lot of team success, and in order to have that you have to 
have everyone contributing,” said Zach Hyman, who scored his eighth 
goal in 12 games, as Edmonton rolls to 10-2 atop the Western 
Conference. “That’s how you build a great team, when everyone feels 
good about their role, knows what their role is, and excels in that role. 
You need good players throughout our lineup to win games. Especially 
tonight.” 

“(Duncan) Keith and Ceci put a lot of hard minutes in,” head coach Dave 
Tippett said. “It’s great to see them get rewarded for their work (three 
points, plus-2 combined). (Colton) Sceviour, (Ryan) McLeod and 
(Warren) Foegele ... hopefully we don’t need five goals every night to 
win, but we’ll take the win and go to Buffalo.” 

Ceci is the kind of guy the dressing room cheers for. That foot soldier 
who gets the odd day in the sun. 

“They’re the guys they don’t get a lot of accolades, but they put in a lot of 
work,” Tippett said. “Guys like that, they help you win. That (Ceci-Keith) 
pair was really strong for us. Ceci took a puck in the ear, scored a goal, 
had an assist. ... He did a lot for us.” 

Draisaitl's work ethic on both ends infectious for Oilers 

Swallowing the Whistle 

Another night, another inexplicable non-call on Connor McDavid, as 
Derek Forbort jammed his stick between McDavid’s feet when the Oilers 
captain approached the net. McDavid went down on a classic can-
opener, the kind of call we see every night in the NHL, from coast to 
coast. 

But not Thursday night in Boston, where for some reason neither referee 
was in position in the endzone to make what has truly become a routine 
call in today’s game. 

“You saw that upstairs?” Tippett sarcastically asked the media in Boston. 
“I saw that on the bench too. Didn’t know if anyone else saw it." 

“It is frustrating,” he continued, “because the tone is set on the first call of 
the game on Draisaitl. That shouldn't have been a call, but it was, and 
that should have been the standard for the game, but it wasn't upheld 
throughout the game.” 

Tippett & Draisaitl not happy with consistency of non-calls on McDavid 

McDavid looked for the call immediately, then went about his business. 
The fact McDavid ranks 33rd in the NHL in penalties drawn (according to 
Natural Stat Trick) speaks for itself. 

And it had better because the Oilers players aren’t going to speak about 
it, no matter how ridiculous it may seem that 32 NHL players have 
received more calls than the best, fastest and most elusive player in the 
game. 
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Draisaitl says the best strategy is to simply play on. 

“You have to. You don’t have a choice,” he said. “You can complain a 
little bit, but if it’s not called it’s not called. You just have to continue to 
play, and draw the next one.” 

“Nothing you can do,” agreed Hyman. “You keep going, Go out on your 
next shift, and eventually they’ll get called.” 

Smith Returns — to Edmonton 

Mike Smith has left the team, as the worst fears of having a 39-year-old 
starter are starting to play out in Edmonton. 

A seemingly minor injury that has kept him out for three weeks has 
derailed Smith even further, as he hopped a plane home on Wednesday. 

“He left to go back to Edmonton,” Tippett revealed after Thursday’s 
morning skate. “He had a setback in practice. He went back to get some 
further evaluation in Edmonton. It’ll be Koskinen and Skinner for the time 
being.” 

Young goalies get hurt too, we know that. But at 39, it was a risk to sign 
Smith to a two-year deal in the off-season. 

Softening the blow has been Mikko Koskinen’s play. He is 8-1 this 
season with a .918 saves percentage and 2.59 GAA. 

Also, if there is a silver lining to Smith’s status, it’s that we will get to see 
more of the organization’s No. 3, local boy Stuart Skinner. He’ll very likely 
start Friday night in Buffalo. 

“He was solid,” Tippett said of Skinner’s debut in Detroit on Tuesday, 
“One puck play mistake. ... You hate to see it happen, but you like to see 
him get it out of the way early. Now he doesn’t have to worry about that 
first one coming. It was a mistake, he recognized it but he got right back 
in and played the puck after that. 

“No problem putting him back in a game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Alex Ovechkin is still the NHL's top goal scorer at 36 
years old 

 

Video by Prashanth Iyer 

 

The winger’s scoring to open the 2021-22 season puts him on pace for 
75 goals across an 82-game season. As elite of a scorer as he may be, 
that probably isn’t feasible for the 36-year-old. But he should be expected 
to continue to push the limit this season -- already Ovechkin’s making 
such an impact without connecting on one of his greatest weapons: the 
one-timer. 

So, how did Ovechkin get off to such an outstanding start on the 
scoresheet this season, and what’s expected for him moving forward? 

Let’s dive in. 

Ovechkin is among the most frequent shooters in the league this season 
in all situations, even when accounting for his ice time. Where he’s 
seeing an increase in shots so far is on the power play. 

The Capitals’ captain is known for his power play impact, particularly 
from his ‘office’ in the left circle. Ovechkin has a lethal shot and it's key 
for him to play on his off-wing, especially on the power play, for an 
improved shooting angle as the work of Arik Parnass, now of the 
Colorado Avalanche, explains. 

The heat map below helps us visualize and put in context just how much 
of his scoring comes from that area of the ice, dating back to 2016-17. 

Last season, Ovechkin was one of the most frequent shooters on the 
man-advantage on his way to tallying nine PP goals in 45 games. As 
expected, he one-timed the puck at a high rate of 19 per 60 minutes, 
which made up about 53 per cent of his shot attempts on the power play. 

So far this year, he’s up to two power play goals. There’s only so much to 
draw from 12 games, and even less from just the power play time. But 
we can see early trends developing, like his increased shot volume to 
start the season; Ovechkin’s attempting about eight more shots per 60 
and one-timing it more often -- those type of shots compose about 67 per 
cent of his attempts. 

Ovechkin, a right-handed shooter, puts himself in a prime position to take 
one-timers, a shot that he’s become synonymous with. As Parnass 
analyzed, the one-timer is one of the most dangerous shots on the power 
play. Ovechkin’s shooting ability kicks that danger right up to the next 
level. 

But even with his increased efforts, he has yet to score with his one-timer 
this season. 

It’s possible that a change in personnel on the man advantage is 
influencing it. Last year, joining the sniper was Evgeny Kuznetsov, 
Nicklas Backstrom, T.J. Oshie, and John Carlson. This season, 
Washington's options were already limited to start without Backstrom. 
And now, Oshie is sidelined, too. 

Ovechkin has always been ‘the guy’ on the power play because he’s the 
best shooter. It’s not a matter of what he’s going to do at this point in his 
career -- it’s how much he’s going to do it, really. But without two fixtures 
of the unit (who have been replaced by Tom Wilson and Conor Sheary), 
there’s less dimension to the Capitals' PP1. In theory, that puts more 
pressure and attention on Ovechkin's coveted shot. 

But even with it being more obvious that the unit is going to rely on 
Ovechkin’s efforts, opponents aren’t taking his one-timer away -- he’s 
attempting it at one of his highest rates in recent years. 

Still, he’s finding other ways to connect on the power play -- like jumping 
on rebounds when his initial shot doesn’t end up in the back of the net. 

Ovechkin's increased shooting on the power play, though, may explain 
why his all-situations shot rates are somewhat level from years past 
despite a dip in his 5-on-5 shot rates. 

Over the years, Ovechkin’s 5-on-5 tallies generally make up just over half 
of his yearly scoring. Of course, there have been exceptions -- between 
2012-13 and 2014-15, for example, closer to 40 per cent of his goals 
came at 5-on-5. But this year, he’s right in the range he’s stayed in over 
the past few years with about 55 per cent of his goals coming at 5-on-5. 

Top 5 all-time NHL goal scorers 

1. Wayne Gretzky: 894 

2. Gordie Howe: 801 

3. Jaromir Jagr: 766 

4. Alex Ovechkin: 741 

5. Bret Hull: 741 

He’s just converting on fewer attempts, which can be a slippery slope for 
most scorers. Right now, Ovechkin is shooting at almost 21 per cent at 5-
on-5, which is far above his career average, and generally what comes 
up will eventually regress down closer to average. 

And along with a change in shot rate, his locations don’t yet match last 
season in terms of quality. 

Last year, as pictured on the heat map below, Ovechkin shot the puck 
from all over the ice, with heavier concentrations in the home plate area -
- particularly the net-front and slot areas, and high in the circles. 
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This season, obviously, the density isn’t as high across the board seeing 
as it's 12 games of data to last year’s 45. While Ovechkin's efforts in the 
left circle are consistent, he isn’t generating as much from the right, nor is 
he creating as high of a rate of shots from the slot. 

It’s worth noting that Ovechkin’s shot locations have evolved throughout 
his career so a slight adjustment to open this season isn’t entirely new to 
him (and it’s possible that it starts taking shape closer to what’s 
expected, especially as the Capitals get healthier). 

But a slightly lesser rate of one-timers is part of that decreased shot rate. 
Backstrom’s and Oshie’s absence could also be affecting him here. 
Kuznetsov had the highest percentage (20.6 per cent) of shot assists on 
all of Ovechkin’s shot attempts at 5-on-5 last season, which was only 
fitting given that the centre spent the most time on ice with him. But 
Oshie (13.3 per cent) and Backstrom (12.7 per cent) weren’t too far 
behind, despite not skating alongside Ovechkin as often. Compare to this 
year with Kuznetsov assisting Ovechkin’s shots about 54.5 per cent of 
the time, with the next highest percentages coming from Dmitry Orlov 
and John Carlson, both at 12.1 per cent. So, Ovechkin may have fewer 
passing options than he generally does, or defenders could be trying to 
keep the focus on limiting Kuznetsov from threading Ovechkin for that 
shot knowing he’s the obvious choice for the pass. 

A player like Ovechkin can still generate quality sequences without being 
teed up with the perfect pass, though. 

The fact Ovechkin’s on a scoring tear without his one-timer shows the 
dimension to his game -- he has more in his arsenal than just one shot, 
even if that’s the one he’s leaned on most. And, as he’s showing this 
season, Ovechkin is still creative with his scoring sequences, which only 
makes him that much tougher to defend. 

And once his one-timer starts to covert -- which given his efforts in all 
situations, it should soon -- Ovechkin should continue scoring at a high 
rate (just not at this current pace, which is unrealistic to expect over 82 
games). 

It may not seem practical for a 36-year-old to keep playing at this level 
and be expected to maintain it, when most aging curves point to a steady 
decline at this point in a player’s career. Ovechkin isn’t immune to age-
related decline, but a player who starts at such a high level does have 
much more room to fall to hit ‘average’ or even below it. 

What also helps his case, according to the work of Eric Tulsky -- now of 
the Carolina Hurricanes -- is that power play scoring doesn't drop off as 
quickly as even strength scoring does, which is where Ovechkin bolsters 
a high percentage of his numbers. While Tulsky did find that passers 
tend to age better, volume shooters like Ovechkin tend to be more 
reliable than low-shooting snipers. 

So as Ovechkin is showing through 12 games, it’s going to take a lot to 
get him to stop scoring goals. Aging hasn’t...not yet at least. Shortened 
seasons and chaos in the environment of the past year didn’t. Injuries to 
his teammates, and subsequently, fewer options to receive a pass from 
haven’t. Neither has his signature shot not clicking yet. 

Ovechkin is one of the best goal scorers in history. It’s apparently going 
to take a lot more to shake his game. And in the meantime, he’ll just keep 
pushing the record book. 
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TSN.CA / Travis Yost: Calgary Flames' core delivering in a big way 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the Edmonton Oilers have been the 
most electric group to watch this regular season. But their provincial rival 
in Calgary has also quietly put together one of the league’s most dynamic 
lines in the form of Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and Matthew 
Tkachuk. 

Lindholm has been a part of the Flames organization for four seasons 
now, but Calgary has been reticent in prior seasons to put this trio 
together. Prior to this season, the trio played together sparingly – the 
Flames were particular about playing Gaudreau with the likes of Sean 
Monahan, whereas Matthew Tkachuk would regularly see minutes with 
Andrew Mangiapane and Mikael Backlund. 

This season? It’s quite different, intentionally: 

Three things have made it easy for the Flames to assemble and sustain 
this lineup. Number one, they are healthy. Number two, they have been 
exceptionally strong out of the gate, posting a 7-2-3 record and +15 goal 
differential – the type of numbers that chill any notion of coaches playing 
around with different line combinations and deployment strategies. 
Number three, and most importantly, the line has been outrageously 
good. 

If we compare this Calgary line to some of the other groups (90 minutes 
or more at even strength to start the year), they stand out in remarkable 
fashion. They have outscored their opponents 7-0 (+7) in 140 minutes 
together, and expected goals – blind to the fantastic goaltending they 
have received from Jacob Markstrom (.940 stop rate this season) – still 
have them outscoring the opposition on a 2-to-1 basis: 

It’s one thing to have incredible puck luck in the offensive zone or have a 
white-hot goaltender back-stopping you for a 10-game clip – it will almost 
always lead to a lofty goal differential and have a meaningful impact in 
the standings. But those shooting and save percentages are often 
fleeting: Tkachuk of 2018-20 (90.5 on-ice save percentage), as one 
example, would have loved Tkachuk of 2021-22 (98.7 on-ice save 
percentage).  

That’s why the expected goal numbers underpinning that strong early 
season goal differential is so important. If you watch this line play, you 
notice three things: they dictate the run of play in the neutral zone, they 
are generating shots from the interior in the offensive third and have 
been outstanding at pushing opposing shooters to the perimeter when 
they are playing off the puck. 

On the defensive side of the ice, head coach Darryl Sutter – who ushered 
in the cutthroat, lock-it-down defensive structure in Los Angeles years 
ago – has rotated his big line with both of his key defensive pairings, 
balancing ice time across Rasmus Andersson, Noah Hanifin, Chris 
Tanev, and Oliver Kylington. 

The five-man units have combined to create the most impressive shot 
profiles you will find over the first month of the season – something that is 
eminently more sustainable long-term than Markstrom stopping every 
shot he’ll ever face (via HockeyViz): 

The Flames are finding success with Sutter’s old playbook, which is one 
of the most tried-and-true playbooks in the league – if you dominate 
control of the puck and win heavily on shot volume, the goal differentials 
will follow. 

If that recipe includes high-end finishing (like those puck-dominant Detroit 
Red Wings once had) or stifling defensive play (like Sutter’s old Kings 
teams had), that’s when you start talking Stanley Cup-calibre hockey. 

We are a way off from comparing this year’s Flames to teams of that ilk. 
But two things certainly appear true early on: Sutter’s puck-dominance is 
manifesting itself once again, and Calgary’s core is delivering results in a 
big way. 
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