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Flyers outplay Hurricanes in third period as goalie Cater Hart sparkles in net 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had some strong third periods 
this season. 

The third period Friday against the Philadelphia Flyers was 
not one of them. 

The Flyers scored twice in the third to surge from behind and 
beat the Canes 2-1 at PNC Arena, combining goals from 
Joel Farabee and then Zack MacEwen while getting 39 
saves from the game’s first star, goalie Carter Hart. 

The Canes (10-2-0), losing for the first time at home, got a 
goal from Steven Lorentz and had plenty of power-play 
chances that forced Hart to scramble and make some super 
saves. Carolina finished 0-5 on the power play — this night, 
a severe liability no matter how many good shots the Canes 
managed with the man advantage. 

“As a Carolina Hurricane we hold ourselves to a higher 
standard than what we showed in the third period,” Lorentz 
said. “We played a great 40 minutes of hockey but it doesn’t 
take 40 to win in this league -- it takes a full 60. 

“You could tell after the first couple minutes of that third 
period that we were back on our heels and that’s not how we 
play. They capitalized on our mistakes. We did it to 
ourselves. We just let off the gas in the third period and it 
came back to bite us in the butt.” 

Goalie Frederik Andersen again was the starter for the 
Canes, making his 11th appearance of the season. He 
turned back everything in the first two periods but not in the 
third as the Flyers pushed and produced 15 of their 28 shots. 

The Canes had outscored opponents 14-3 in the third period 
in their previous 11 games but the Flyers were the better 
team. 

MacEwen redirected a Justin Braun shot past Andersen for 
his first goal of the season at 10:20 of the second. 

The Flyers (7-3-2) had tied it 1-1 at 4:06 of the third as 
Farabee collected a favorable bounce off the boards and 
beat Andersen. Scott Laughton dumped the puck into the 
right corner and Farabee swept in to collect the odd carom 
and score against the Canes’ fourth line. 

The Canes had a similar play in the second period as 
Sebastian Aho skated down the left wing after Tony 
DeAngelo dumped the puck into the left corner. Aho reeled it 
in in full stride but couldn’t convert. 

“I think we got a little complacent and we were making some 
plays we didn’t need to make. Up 1-0, that’s kind of our M.O., 
closing out games. Tonight we got little too cute and made a 

few too many turnovers in the neutral zone and in our own 
end.” 

The Canes took a 1-0 lead at 11:14 of the second as Lorentz 
scored his second of the season,and rookie Seth Jarvis had 
the crowd roaring 45 seconds later. 

Lorentz showed good hand/eye coordination, batting the 
puck past Hart after Jesper Fast lifted the puck in the air from 
the side of the net. 

Then came another rush into the zone by the Canes. After 
Andrei Svechnikov hit the post with a shot, Jarvis broke his 
stick trying to rap in the rebound from the slot -- the blade of 
his stick flying into the net, causing Hart to hesitate, then the 
puck. 

The Flyers challenged the call, claiming Jarvis was offside 
entering the zone and won the challenge. No second NHL 
goal for Jarvis. 

The Canes played Friday without forward Martin Necas, the 
overtime hero against Tampa Bay this week. They’re still 
missing forward Nino Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce 
and goalie Antti Raanta, all injured. 

Necas has been ill for a few days, Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said, noting Necas has tested negative for 
COVID-19. Niederreiter took the morning skate Friday but 
remains on Injured Reserve. Pesce missed his third game 
with an upper-body injury. 

Brind’Amour said he was not sure who would be available for 
the game Saturday against the St. Louis Blues to complete 
the back-to-back. 

The first period ended scoreless but only after the Canes 
nearly scored shorthanded. The Flyers had a 5-on-3 power 
play after Jordan Staal and then Trocheck were called for 
penalties — an angry Trocheck picking up an extra two 
minutes for slamming his stick across the glass. 

The Staal penalty ended with Staal jumping out of the 
penalty box and taking a pass for a breakaway. Hart made 
the save as Staal slowed down nearing the crease, then 
made another on Staal. 

“It was kind of two different games,” Brind’Amour said. “It 
was probably two of our best periods we’ve played all year, 
as far as the game and doing what we wanted to do. We just 
didn’t get enough out of the periods. 

“We knew they were going to have a push. You’re not going 
to dominate three periods -- it’s just not going to happen. We 
had a few bad shifts and they capitalize.” 
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Hurricanes squander lead, lose 2-1 to Flyers 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the 
first two periods of Friday’s game against the Flyers were 
among the best his team has played this season. 

The third period was among the worst. 

Carolina couldn’t hold onto a one-goal lead, allowing two 
goals in the third period to Philadelphia in a 2-1 loss in front 
of a sellout crowd at PNC Arena. 

“It was one of those nights that just nothing was working for 
us as far as getting rewarded for what was going on,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And then we kind of messed up and it 
went in our net.” 

Zack MacEwen redirected a Justin Braun shot past Frederik 
Andersen to give the Flyers the lead just past the midway 
point of the third period as Philadelphia overcame two 
dominant periods by Carolina to rally and hand the 
Hurricanes their second loss of the season. 

“I think we got a little complacent,” Hurricanes center Vincent 
Trocheck said. “We were making some plays that we didn’t 
need to make up 1-nothing. That’s kind of our M.O. is closing 
out games. Tonight, we got a little too cute. … We just stay 
playing the same way we were in the first two periods I think 
we win that game.” 

Philadelphia had tied the game 1-1 at 4:06 of the third when 
Joel Farabee won a race against Josh Leivo — playing his 
first game with the Hurricanes — to a dump-in and beat 
Andersen (26 saves) five hole to knot the score. 

“Good play by them,” Brind’Amour said. “We had the exact 
same play won the power play and we just lose it, and they 
put (there’s) in.” 

The Hurricanes couldn’t muster more than one past 
resurgent Flyers goalie Carter Hart, who made 39 saves and 

stymied Carolina’s power play — sometimes with the help of 
the goalposts behind him. 

“It’s tough to take moral victories away,” Trocheck said of the 
power play, which had nine shots on net. “You’re out there to 
score goals. We are creating a lot of chances, I feel like, but 
those got to go in.” 

The Hurricanes only got two past Hart — one that counted 
and one that didn’t. 

After Andersen and Hart spent the first half of the game 
stonewalling the opposition, Carolina finally broke through 
during the 11th minute of the second period. 

The play started in the defensive zone with Brendan Smith, 
exhausted at the end of a 94-second shift, boxed out the 
Flyers in front of Andersen and got the puck out of the 
Carolina end. The Hurricanes briefly lost and then regained 
control, and Jordan Staal took a shot from the high slot 
wound up to Hart’s right. Jesper Fast’s centering attempt 
fluttered in the air and was batted into the net by Steven 
Lorentz for his second goal of the season and a 1-0 lead. 

“I didn’t know if it was gonna be a high stick or not, but I just 
kind of took a swing at it and fortunately it went off my shaft 
and went in,” Lorentz said. “But I think that all starts with 
good play in our D zone leading to the O zone, good 
forecheck pressure, and good things happen when you go to 
the net.” 

Carolina seemed to extend the lead to two just 45 seconds 
when an Andrei Svechnikov shot hit the post and went in off 
Seth Jarvis’ stick at 11:52 of the second, but Jarvis’ attempt 
to stay onside failed and the goal was overturned after the 
Flyers challenged. 

“We just didn’t get enough out of the periods,” Brind’Amour 
said of only putting one on the board in the 

first 40 minutes. “We knew they were going to have push — 
you’re not going to dominate three periods. … We didn’t do 
enough the first two periods to allow for having a little wiggle 
room.” 

Notes: The Hurricanes played without skaters Brett Pesce, 
Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas, along with Antti Raanta. 
… Trocheck was called for three penalties — one for arguing 
the first penalty against him — for the first time in his career. 
… Leivo played 5:53 and was on the ice for both Flyers 
goals. 
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Gold: Here come the Flyers 

By Adam Gold  

The Carolina Hurricanes are 10-1-0 on the season and 
coming off arguably their best played game in Tuesday 
night’s 2-1 OT win over the Tampa Bay Lightning. But, they 
are a team with personnel issues heading into this critical 
weekend which begins with tonight’s game with the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

Nino Niederreiter and Brett Pesce are already injured and 
not quite ready to return. Both have been skating, and Nino 
appears much closer to drawing back into the line up than 
Pesce. Now, it’s illness potentially eating away at the lineup. 
Martin Necas and Jesper Fast didn’t feel well and missed 
practice on Thursday and while Fast was on the ice this 
morning Necas wasn’t. 

It’s worth mentioning that the most recent Covid-19 tests for 
both were negative, so at this time, that isn’t an issue. If 
Necas can’t go Josh Leivo will make his Hurricanes debut. 

If you’re interested in catching the Canes at home this 
month, I sure hope you don’t wait too long. When the Canes 
host the Flyers at PNC Arena tonight it will be the first of just 
three games in Raleigh before we flip the calendar to 
December. 

The St Louis Blues come in tomorrow night and 
Washington’s visit the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend is 
the extent of the Canes’ home schedule for November. In 
between is a 6-game roadie with the first five in the Pacific 
time zone. But, before you turn your coffee pot to the 
automatic brew setting, let’s deal with the Flyers, a team that 
has been more up and down over the last few years than 
North Carolina Tar Heels football. 

Two years ago the Flyers were a bounce back team on the 
rise, with a future star goalie in Carter Hart, several exciting 
young players and wily veterans like James van Riemsdyk, 
Claud Giroux and Sean Couturier. With that formula, Philly 
was among the best teams in the east. 

Then last year hit. 

The Flyers did not handle the pandemic season well, as 
injuries, the retirement of defenseman of Matt Niskanen, and 
an awful year from Hart saw Philadelphia give back off those 

gains from the previous season. But, that appears to have 
been corrected. 

Just consider the seesaw Hart’s been on the last three 
years… 

2019-20, 40 starts, 24-13-3, 2.42 GAA/.914 SV%, 4.5 GSAA 

2020-21, 25 starts, 9-11-5, 3.67 GAA/.877 SV%, -22.6 GSAA 

2021-22 (so far), 8 starts, 3-3-2, 2.49 GAA/.924 SV%, 3.0 
GSAA 

That last category, GSAA, is an advanced metric that means 
goals saved above average. In other words, how many goals 
has he saved more -- or less -- than the average goalie. 

Don’t be fooled by Philadelphia’s 7th place standing in the 
Metropolitan Division. They’re 6-3-2, good for 14 points 
though 11 games. That’s a 105-point pace and there is no 
way on this earth that 105 points won’t make the playoffs. 
The Metro is loaded as evidenced by the fact that the team 
picked by most of the experts to win the division, the New 
York Islanders, sit in last place at 5-4-2. 

Yes, the entire division is over NHL .500. 

Frederick Andersen will get the start for the Hurricanes 
tonight looking for his 10th win in 11 starts this season. In his 
career, Andersen is 8-3-3 with a 3.21 GAA/.905 SV% against 
the Flyers. Jordan Staal has 21 career goals against Philly, 
more than against any other team. Included in that total are 
three shorthanded goals, also the most he’s scored against 
any of the other 31 NHL clubs. 

The line 

Hurricanes -180 

O/U 5.5 goals 

Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell rolls in at 6:30 on 99.9 
the Fan. Opening face off for the Canes and Flyers is set for 
just after 7:00 with Mike Mascalco and Tripp Tracy. Don’t 
forget to follow the Canes Corner Podcast wherever you get 
your podcasts. There’s a new episode the morning after 
every Hurricanes game. 
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Recap: Canes Fall To Flyers, 2-1 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Despite 40 minutes of strong hockey by the 
Carolina Hurricanes to open Friday night's contest, two third 
period goals by the Philadelphia Flyers proved to be the 
deciding factor in their 2-1 win.  

The Rundown 
A quick start for the Canes saw them total six shots in the 
first 4:23 of the action, testing Philadelphia goaltender Carter 
Hart early. 

The game settled for the middle portion of the period, but a 
slew of penalties at the end of the first ultimately allowed 
Philadelphia some four-on-three power play time. Their 
attempts were unsuccessful, with arguably the biggest 
individual moment of the frame being a breakaway stop by 
Hart on Jordan Staal, who was hit for a breakaway attempt 
by Ian Cole out of the penalty box as time expired. 

Limiting the Flyers to just six shots on goal in the opening 20 
minutes, Carolina continued their pressure into the second 
period. Scoreless just beyond the midway point of the 
contest, the Canes then struck twice just 45 seconds apart. 
The difference was that the first, an impressive hand-eye 
coordination effort by Steven Lorentz gave the team their 
lead, but a similar try on the shift following by Seth Jarvis 
was disallowed after review due to offside. 

Despite the removal of the tally, the Carolina attack 
continued, highlighted with five shots and plenty of zone time 
during the 3:48 of power play time in the final four minutes of 
the middle period. 

The ultimate difference in the contest was the start to the 
third by the Philadelphia Flyers. The visiting squad had just 
13 shots through the first 40 minutes, then turned it on for 12 
shots in the first ten minutes of the final frame. Of those 12, 
the ninth went in, a Joel Farabee modified breakaway that 
was brought to life by Philadelphia forward Scott Laughton. 
The forward dumped the puck in hard at neutral ice, getting a 
strong bounce off the end wall and having the ricochet go 
right to a streaking Farabee, who used his speed to get 
behind the defense. 

Carolina had a little bit of push back following, but then the 
next goal and what eventually wound up being the game-
winner, belonged to the visitors. Former Hurricane Patrick 
Brown kept the puck in the Carolina end during a sequence, 
setting up a Justin Braun shot on goal that was redirected 
home by Zac MacEwen. 

With 9:40 of regulation left after the tally, the Canes 
attempted to get the game-tying tally, but the game's number 
one star, Carter Hart, kept the door closed. Finishing with a 
stat line of 39 stops on 40 shots against, the 23-year-old led 
his team to victory.  

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing his thoughts, post-game: 

"It was kind of two different games. I thought it was two of 
the best periods we've played all year. Controlling the game, 
doing what we want to do. We just didn't get enough out of 
the third period. We knew they were going to have a push, 
we knew we weren't going to dominate three periods, it's just 
not going to happen. We had two bad shifts and they 
capitalized. We even had a good penalty kill there at the end, 
we had a good power play. But we didn't do enough in the 
first two periods to allow for that wiggle room." 

Steven Lorentz on what his two goals this year, which have 
come in unique fashions, have done for his confidence: 

"I think I'm still starting to get more and more confidence with 
each passing game, offensively. I think there's still times 
where I pass up shots or I might turn away from going to the 
net, but I think it's slowly starting to come. I've always been a 
bit of a late bloomer and it's taken me a little bit longer to 
develop, but I'm starting to get a little better at going to the 
blue paint, going to those dirty areas and building 
confidence. Obviously, it helps playing with such great 
linemates night in and night out. Those guys do a lot of the 
heavy lifting, so if I'm going to the net, which is where I 
should be going, then good things should come for all of us." 

Bonus Notes: 

 Martin Necas (illness) did not play. 

 Josh Leivo, recalled Tuesday, made his season 
debut, taking the roster spot. 

 In Necas' absence, Seth Jarvis skated alongside 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. 

 Ian Cole led all skaters with 5:15 time on ice while 
the Canes were down a man. 

 In total, Tony DeAngelo led all skaters with 23:25 
played, including 7:01 on the power play. 

 Sebastian Aho paced all skaters with five shots on 
goal. 

 Frederik Andersen stopped 26 of 28 shots against. 

 The Hurricanes won 16 of the 20 first period 
faceoffs. 

 Entering tonight's contest, the Canes had allowed 
three third period goals through 11 games played. 
Tonight they allowed two. 
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What's Next? The team turns it right around tomorrow with a meeting 
against the St. Louis Blues. The team will not hold a morning 
skate before tomorrow's special 7:30 p.m. start time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projected Lineup: Canes vs. Flyers 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC - Over the last ten days the Carolina 
Hurricanes have been hit with the injury bug and then 
slammed with some illnesses on top of it, leaving a bunch in 
question in terms of tonight's lineup. 

Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour put a pause on all speculation 
to the media at availability this morning, saying that there is a 
lot still up in the air and not to make any assumptions based 
off of what was seen as skate. 

For the interim, here are the facts: 

Martin Necas missed Thursday's practice (illness) and did 
not partake in the team's morning skate today. Brind'Amour 
said he is a game-time decision tonight. 

Jesper Fast also missed practice Thursday due to illness, but 
was a full participant in the team's morning skate today. 

Nino Niederreiter, who has been out of the lineup with a 
lower body injury since October 30, participated in morning 
skate, but was only rotating in during line rushes. 
Brind'Amour said he was "not sure" of his status for tonight. 

Brett Pesce and Antti Raanta were not at a part of the 
morning skate. Both have skated before the team's full 
sessions the past two days. 

Again, the below does not necessarily reflect what will take 
place tonight, but was what was seen today at morning 
skate: 

Forwards 
Svechnikov - Aho - Leivo 
Kotkaniemi - Trocheck - Teravainen 
Lorentz - Staal - Fast 
Martinook - Stepan - Jarvis 

Defensemen 
Slavin - Bear 
Skjei - DeAngelo 
Smith - Cole 

Goalies 
Andersen 
Lyon 

To Be Determined: 
Necas (Illness), Niederreiter (Lower Body) 

Injuries: 
Pesce (Lower Body), Raanta (Upper Body) 

Note: Lineup subject to change prior to opening faceoff 
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Preview: Canes vs. Flyers 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes are back on home 
ice tonight, welcoming the Philadelphia Flyers to town to 
open the weekend. 

When: Friday, November 12, 7 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 10-1-0 (20 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 
Canes Last Game: 2-1 Overtime Win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday, November 9. 

Flyers Record: 6-3-2 (14 Points, T-4th Metropolitan Division) 
Flyers Last Game: 3-0 Loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday, November 10. 

Tracking The Storylines 

Starting Another Streak: After their season-opening nine-
game win streak was cut short Saturday night in Florida, the 
team got back to their winning ways Tuesday night in 
Tampa. The win showcased the group's resiliency, being 
shut out by arguably the best netminder in the world (Andrei 
Vasilevskiy) for over 49 minutes of play before the team's 
power play finally broke through. While tonight the Canes 
hope it won't take until the third period to find the back of the 
net, they will be going for their second win in a row, which 
would advance their record to 11-1-0. 

Discipline Is Key: Dating back to the team's win over 
Chicago on Wednesday, November 3, the Hurricanes have 
found themselves playing with fire at crucial points of the 
game. In that win, the team made it our victorious despite 

giving the Blackhawks eight minutes of power play time in 
the third period. Saturday in Sunrise the Panthers made 
them pay as Carolina offered them four power plays in the 
first period. Tuesday in Tampa the Lightning went on the 
power play twice in the opening period and then once again 
with just under six minutes to go in regulation. The group has 
come away with wins in two of the efforts, but as seen in the 
Florida game, teams can make them pay for affording those 
chances. 

Beware of the Bounce Back: The Philadelphia Flyers were 
blanked on home ice by the Toronto Maple Leafs 
Wednesday night, undoubtedly frustrating them. Goaltender 
Carter Hart was relatively strong throughout, with one of the 
goals against coming on a power play and another coming 
on a tough break following a kicking motion review. Jack 
Campbell of the Leafs stopped all 36 shots the Flyers placed 
on him, adding likely another element to the frustration, given 
that their ability to generate offense was certainly there. 
Watch for them to come out with some added jump tonight. 

Additional Info 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is one goals shy of 100 
NHL goals and Brady Skjei is three assists shy of 100 NHL 
assists. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Tonight the team will be 
wearing their black alternate jerseys. 

Merch Item of the Game: View today's Item of the Game, 
along with several other Canes merchandise items on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Hart, MacEwen help Flyers hand Hurricanes second loss 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Carter Hart made 39 saves for the 
Philadelphia Flyers in a 2-1 comeback win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Friday. 

Zack MacEwen and Joel Farabee scored in the third period 
for the Flyers (7-3-2). 

"I'm not going to apologize for great goaltending," 
Philadelphia coach Alain Vigneault said. "It was fun to watch. 
They had good goaltending too. There was no doubt that he 
made some unbelievable saves tonight." 

Steven Lorentz scored for the Hurricanes (10-2-0), who have 
lost two of three after winning their first nine. Frederik 
Andersen made 26 saves, 13 in the third period. 

"It was two different games," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was probably two of our best periods 
we played all year as far as doing what we wanted to do. 
You knew they were going to have a push. You're not going 
to dominate three periods. It's just not going to happen." 

MacEwen redirected Justin Braun's shot from the right point 
to give the Flyers a 2-1 lead with 9:40 remaining. The goal 
was his first in his 10th game with Philadelphia. 

"It's nice to get that one out of the way, getting rolling with 
the boys here," MacEwen said. "Hopefully it kind of opens it 
up for me a little bit to keep it going." 

Farabee tied it 1-1 at 4:06 when he gathered Scott 
Laughton's long dump-in off the end boards and scored five-
hole. 

"It's more his IQ, being able to read that I have a lot of speed 
coming there," Farabee said. "He puts it in the perfect spot 
where it banks right to me. Pretty elite play I'd say." 

With less than five minutes left in the third period, Hart made 
a shorthanded save on Derek Stepan in the slot before 
stopping Jordan Martinook on a backhand. 

"I'm just trying to do my job and stop pucks and have fun," 
Hart said. "Whatever comes my way, I've just got to stop it. 
They came out hard and we just had to battle." 

Lorentz gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 11:14 of the 
second period when he batted Jesper Fast's pass across the 
crease out of the air near the right post. 

"I'm still getting more and more confidence with each passing 
game offensively," Lorentz said. "I'm starting to get 
comfortable going to the blue paint and going to those dirty 
areas." 

Seth Jarvis appeared to give Carolina a two-goal lead at 
11:59, but video review determined Jarvis was offside. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Flyers 28-13 in the first two 
periods. 

"It was one of those nights when nothing was working for us 
as far as getting rewarded for what was going on," 
Brind'Amour said. "Tough night for everyone really." 

NOTES: MacEwen was claimed on waivers by the Flyers 
after playing three seasons for the Vancouver Canucks. ... 
Josh Leivo had two shots, one hit and was minus-2 playing 
in 5:53 in his Hurricanes debut. The forward was recalled 
from Chicago of the American Hockey League on Tuesday; 
he played last season for the Calgary Flames. ... Carolina's 
40 shots were its second-most this season (41 in a 6-3 win 
against the New York Islanders on Oct. 14). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 13, 2021 

 

 

St. Louis visits Carolina after Kyrou’s 2-goal game 

St. Louis Blues (8-2-2, first in the Central) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (10-2-0, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -136, Blues 
+114; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: St. Louis visits the Carolina Hurricanes after 
Jordan Kyrou scored two goals in the Blues’ 4-3 overtime 
loss to the Predators. 

The Hurricanes have gone 5-1-0 in home games. Carolina 
ranks second in the Eastern Conference averaging 6.1 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

The Blues have gone 5-1-1 away from home. St. Louis ranks 
third in the NHL recording 10 points per game, averaging 3.5 
goals and 6.5 assists. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has 15 total points 
for the Hurricanes, seven goals and eight assists. Vincent 
Trocheck has eight assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Kyrou has 14 total points while scoring five goals and totaling 
nine assists for the Blues. Vladimir Tarasenko has five goals 
and six assists over the last 10 games for St. Louis. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.3 goals, 
5.9 assists, 5.3 penalties and 11.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.7 goals per game with a .937 save percentage. 

Blues: 6-2-2, averaging three goals, 5.7 assists, 3.5 penalties 
and 10.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game 
with a .934 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Martin Necas: day to day 
(undisclosed), Brett Pesce: out (undisclosed). 

Blues: Torey Krug: day to day (health protocols), Brayden 
Schenn: day to day (upper body).
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Flyers rally in 3rd period to beat Hurricanes 2-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Zack MacEwen scored with 9:40 
remaining and the Philadelphia Flyers rallied to beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 2-1 on Friday night. 

Joel Farabee also scored in the third period for the Flyers, 
who had been shut out in their previous game and couldn’t 
score in this one until the final period. 

“We had a little different mindset heading into the third,” 
Farabee said. “We really wanted it, I think a little bit more.” 

Carter Hart stopped 39 shots for the Flyers, who have won 
two of their past three games. 

“They came out hard and we just had to battle and bear with 
it,” Hart said. 

MacEwen’s goal was his first in 10 games this season. 
Former Carolina player Patrick Brown picked up one of the 
assists on the play. 

Steven Lorentz scored for the Hurricanes, off to a franchise-
best start to the season. They lost for just the second time in 
12 games. 

“I think we did it to ourselves,” Lorentz said. “It’s too bad. We 
did play a really, really solid first 40 minutes. It’s too bad that 
in the third period they kind of beat us at our own game.” 

Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen made 26 saves. 

Hart, though, was the standout down the stretch as he 
thwarted several Carolina scoring chances. 

“I’m not going to apologize for great goaltending,” Flyers 
coach Alain Vigneault said. “It was fun to watch.” 

The Hurricanes lost for the first time in six home games this 
season.  

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the first two periods 
were among the team’s best of the season — to a degree. 
They held a 28-13 edge in shots through two periods. 

“We just didn’t get enough out of the periods,” Brind’Amour 
said. “We didn’t do enough the first two periods to allow to 
have a little wiggle room.” 

Lorentz batted in the puck baseball-style from the right side 
of the net on the rebound of a shot from Jesper Fast.  

“I just kind of took a swing at it,” Lorentz said. 

With two goals, Lorentz has matched his total from last 
season when he played in 45 games as a rookie. 

Andersen has allowed two or fewer goals in eight of 11 
outings this season. He was aiming to become the ninth 
goaltender in NHL history to post at least 10 wins in his 
team’s first 12 games of a season. 

PLUGGING AWAY 

The Flyers have gone four games in a row without scoring 
more than two goals, but they’ve won two of those games. 

“Keep doing the little things right. It will all work out in the 
end,” Farabee said.  

Entering the third period, the Flyers were in danger of back-
to-back shutouts. Philadelphia had only 13 shots on goal 
through two periods, but posted 15 in the third. 

There were some line adjustments made by the Flyers in the 
third period. 

“I liked our 5-on-5 play in both (the first two) periods, but we 
hadn’t finished in a while,” Vigneault said. “Sometimes 
you’ve just got to tweak it a little bit and that’s what we did.” 

A NEW LOOK 

The Hurricanes went the first couple of weeks of the season 
with barely making a lineup change. But as the season 
wears on, the need for adjustments has been evident. 

Center Martin Necas missed his first game of the season 
Friday because of illness. That gave Josh Leivo a chance to 
make his Carolina debut, appearing in his 208th NHL game. 

UP NEXT 

Flyers: Saturday night at Dallas. 

Hurricanes: Saturday night at home vs. St. Louis. 
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Weekend NHL picks: Oilers continue to thrive, Maple Leafs build momentum 

By Chris Bengel  

We continue to be on Alex Ovechkin watch as the 
Washington Capitals star aims to climb up the NHL's all-time 
goals list. Earlier this week, Ovechkin tied Brett Hull for fourth 
place on the all-time list with the 741st goal of his career. 

During Thursday's game against the Detroit Red Wings, 
Ovechkin registered an assist, but was scoreless on the stat 
sheet in a 2-0 win. Aside from the all-time goals chase, 
Ovechkin is having an incredible season thus far. The 
Capitals forward currently has 22 points (11 goals and 11 
assists) and only trails Edmonton Oilers stars Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl for the most points in the 
league.  

First of all, it's impressive that Ovechkin is having this kind of 
success at 36 years old. However, the even more 
spectacular part of his success is the fact that Ovechkin is 
doing this without playmaker Nicklas Backstrom, who has yet 
to play this season due to a hip injury. It's almost like 
Ovechkin doesn't age and it won't be surprising if he plays 
well into his 40s much like Jaromir Jagr did. 

While I'm not on the Capitals since they're on the second 
night of a back-to-back, there are a few games I really like on 
Friday's NHL slate. 

The Hot Ticket 

   Oilers at Sabres, 7 p.m. | TV: ESPN+ 
The Pick: Oilers (-175): If it isn't broke, don't fix it. That's 
exactly why continuing to ride with the Oilers is a great move. 
The Oilers have jumped out to a 10-2-0 record this season 
and own the best record in the Western Conference. That's 
bound to happen when a team possesses the top two points 
leaders across the entire league. Connor McDavid continues 
to dazzle the hockey world and is cementing his standing as 
the best player in the world. Edmonton has won five of its 
last six games and as we found out last Friday, they're never 
out of a game. 

Meanwhile, the Sabres haven't struggled quite as much as 
many thought. The Jack Eichel saga is in the rearview mirror 
and the franchise can focus on rebuilding its roster. As if the 
Oilers offense isn't dangerous enough, the Sabres are 
sending backup goaltender Dustin Tokarski to the crease on 
Friday. Tokarski has a 1-3-2 record to go along with a 3.10 
goals-against-average and .902 save percentage. The 
journeyman netminder has surrendered at least four goals in 
each of his last three starts and is coming off a performance 
in which he surrendered five goals to the Capitals on 
Monday. The Oilers should have no problem winning this 
one. 

Key Trend: The Oilers are 12-3 in their last 15 games after 
scoring five or more goals in their previous game 

More NHL picks 

   Flyers at Hurricanes, 7 p.m. | TV: NHL.tv 
The Pick: Under 5.5 goals (+105): This may be the most 
intriguing matchup on Friday's slate and for good reason. 
The Hurricanes have the second-most points in the entire 
league while the Flyers have been fairly consistent despite 
missing forward Kevin Hayes in the lineup.  

This game is going to come down to goaltending and we've 
got two great ones in net. Hurricanes goaltender Frederik 
Andersen has been sensational this season after coming 
over from the Toronto Maple Leafs. Andersen has put 
together a 9-1-0 record to go along with a 1.73 goals against 
average, which is the fourth-best mark in the league. 
Andersen has also allowed one goal or less in six of his 
starts while recording one shutout.  

On the other hand, Carter Hart may have a 3-3-2 record, but 
he owns a 2.49 goals against average and a .924 save 
percentage. Hart has only allowed more than three goals in 
one start this season and is coming off a 30-save 
performance against the Maple Leafs. In addition, the Flyers 
and Hurricanes have two of the top three lowest goals-
against-averages across the league. While both offenses are 
capable of scoring several goals, I expect both goalies to rise 
to the occasion like they have so far this season and turn 
quite a few pucks away. 

Key Trend: The under is 19-7-2 in the Hurricanes last 28 
games as a home favorite 

   Flames at Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. | TV: NHL.tv 
The Pick: Maple Leafs (-190): The Maple Leafs struggled out 
of the gate as they lost five of their first seven games. Since 
then, a light bulb has gone off for Toronto and they've won 
six out of their last seven games. During that stretch, Maple 
Leafs star Auston Matthews has really elevated his game to 
a whole different level. After registering just one point over 
his first four games, Matthews has accumulated four goals 
and five assists over Toronto's stellar seven-game stretch. It 
also doesn't hurt that the Maple Leafs will have goaltender 
Jack Campbell in net, who owns a 1.90 goals-against-
average so far this season. 

The Flames were one of the feel-good stories early on this 
season, but it appears that they have come down back to 
earth. Calgary has dropped four of its last five games and 
has only scored a grand total of eight goals in those four 
defeats. One of the biggest reasons for the Flames being in 
most games has been the play of Jacob Markstrom in 
between the pipes. As of this writing, the Flames haven't 
named a starting netminder, but considering that Markstrom 
played against the Canadiens last night, it's likely that 
backup Dan Vladar will be in net. Vladar has just two starts 
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on the season and has given up six goals in those 
appearances. The goalie matchup combined with the Maple 
Leafs' stellar offense are why we're going with the home 
team in this one. 

Key Trend: The Maple Leafs are 6-1 in their last seven 
games as a favorite 

How signing Frederik Andersen has transformed Hurricanes into Stanley Cup contenders 

By Chris Bengel  

Every Stanley Cup contender has to have an elite presence 
in between the pipes. After signing Frederik Andersen in the 
offseason, the Carolina Hurricanes have found just that. 

The Hurricanes have gotten off to an incredibly hot start with 
a 10-1-0 record and they trail only the Florida Panthers for 
the most points in the league. It's been no secret that the 
Hurricanes have been one of the most-gifted offensive teams 
that the NHL has to offer in the past few seasons. 

 2021-22 season: Scored 41 goals (6th in NHL) and 
averaged 3.7 goals-per-game (third in NHL) 

 2020-21 season: Scored 175 goals (10th in NHL) 
and averaged 3.1 goals-per-game (third in NHL) 

The Hurricanes' deep forward group includes the likes of 
Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen. Svechnikov has been an absolute force 
this season with a team-leading 15 points (7 goals & 8 
assists). From top to bottom, all four lines are capable of 
putting the puck in the net. 

However, the defensive end of the ice has been where 
Carolina has struggled in the past -- until now. 

After reaching the Eastern Conference Finals in the 2008-09 
season, the Hurricanes missed the playoffs in nine 
consecutive seasons prior to the 2018-19 campaign. The 
Hurricanes have been able to win their opening round series 
in each of those postseason appearances, but things went 
awry after that. 

The Hurricanes defeated the Nashville Predators in six 
games in the first round of the 2021 postseason. Carolina 
followed that up with a dreadful performance in which they 
were defeated by the Tampa Bay Lightning in just five 
games. 

One of the biggest issues for the Hurricanes throughout that 
series was instability at the goaltender position. The team 
split the duties between Alex Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek. 
Mrazek struggled surrendered eight goals in two starts 
during the series against the Predators. Nedeljkovic gave up 
six goals in three games, but the Hurricanes still weren't 
willing to commit to the young netminder with a long-term 
contract. 

So, the Hurricanes decided to trade Nedeljkovic to the 
Detroit Red Wings and the franchise was suddenly in the 
market for a goaltender. Carolina then turned to an old friend 
in Andersen, who the team drafted back in 2010. 

The decision to sign Andersen has proved to be an 
exceptional one. 

In 10 games, Andersen has accumulated a 9-1-0 record to 
go along with a 1.73 goals-against-average, which is the 
fourth-best mark in the league. The 32-year old netminder 
has also allowed one goal or less in six of his starts while 
recording one shutout. He's allowed more than three goals 
on just one occasion. 

Andersen turned in yet another sensational performance in 
Tuesday's 2-1 overtime victory over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. The Hurricanes goaltender turned aside 17 of the 
18 shots that he faced against the heralded Lightning 
offensive attack. He was named the NHL's Third Star for the 
month of October after having a 7-0-0 record, 1.29 goals-
against-average, a .956 save percentage and a shutout in 
seven starts last month. 

"It's just a sign that it's been going well for the team," 
Anderson said after receiving the honor. "We've been playing 
hard. I think we're happy with the way the first month went, 
but we know that it doesn't mean too much yet. Every day, 
we try and get better." 

Andersen currently leads all NHL goaltenders with nine wins 
and ranks fifth with a .939 save percentage. He also became 
the seventh goaltender in NHL history to earn wins in his first 
six games to start off a season.  

After five seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs, Andersen 
appears to have found his home in Carolina. Andersen did 
have success with the Maple Leafs. In five seasons, the 
veteran netminder compiled a 267-74-36 record to go along 
with a 2.79 goals-against average and .914 save 
percentage.  

However, Andersen never had anywhere near the type of 
success in Canada that he's currently enjoying with the 
Hurricanes.  

"Of course there's a difference (in pressure), especially with 
media and stuff like that," Andersen said regarding his time 
in Toronto. "But I think there's pressure everywhere. Every 
team is out there trying to win. We have pressure within 
ourselves and we want to get the best out of each other. So I 
think there's definitely pressure everywhere, it's just a matter 
of controlling it."  

There's obviously plenty of regular season games remaining 
before the Hurricanes can anoint themselves the class of the 
Eastern Conference. But up to this point in the 2021-22 
season, the Hurricanes have defeated some of the 
conference's most talented teams in the Boston Bruins, New 
York Islanders, Lightning and Maple Leafs.  

If Andersen can continue his stellar level of play throughout 
the entire season, there's no doubt that the Hurricanes could 
have a chance to hoist Lord Stanley's Cup this summer. 
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Hurricanes try to build on franchise-best start vs. Blues 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes haven't been in this situation often 
in the opening weeks of the season. 

They're trying to shake off a rough period that cost them a 
game. 

In order to recover, the Hurricanes must conquer the visiting 
St. Louis Blues on Saturday night in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Hurricanes have won 10 of their first 12 games for the 
best start in franchise history. But they failed to protect a 1-0 
lead Friday night, losing at home to the Philadelphia Flyers, 
2-1. 

"We hold ourselves to a higher standard than what we 
showed in the third period," Carolina center Steven Lorentz 
said. "You could tell after that first couple of minutes of the 
third period we were back on our heels, and that's not how 
we play." 

Sure enough, a 28-13 edge on shots through two periods 
didn't produce enough on the scoreboard for the Hurricanes. 

"I think we got a little complacent," Carolina center Vincent 
Trocheck said. "We got a little too cute and made a few too 
many turnovers in the neutral zone and our own end." 

That seemed unusual for a team that had excelled at nearly 
every turn this season. 

"It's just frustrating that we got off our game," coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

Carolina is 5-1-0 in home games. Saturday night's game will 
be its last on home ice for more than two weeks. 

And there's a decision to make for Brind'Amour. Frederik 
Andersen has been one of the top goalies in the league this 
season, but the Hurricanes would rather not use him on 
back-to-back nights. 

The backup goalie is Alex Lyon, who hasn't played an NHL 
game this season. He has 22 career NHL games as his 
background. 

"We have a great team coming in who's sitting there waiting," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's going to be a huge challenge. We'll 
turn the page." 

The Blues have alternated wins and losses in their past eight 
games. If that trend continues, that means they'll win 
Saturday. 

But cranking up a consistent offense would be preferred for 
the Blues. They've scored more than three goals just once 
over their past eight games. 

When the Blues tighten up in the defensive end, good things 
tend to happen. 

"If we keep that going for the full 60, I think we have a real 
good chance of winning every night," Blues center Robert 
Thomas said. 

But the Blues didn't protect a 2-0 lead in Thursday night's 
overtime loss to Nashville. It seems to be a matter of 
maintaining aggressiveness. 

"We want to be quick," center Jordan Kyrou said. 

St. Louis center Ryan O'Reilly has been back for three 
games since missing time because of COVID-related 
protocols. He doesn't have a point in those outings, but he 
has averaged 18:57 of ice time per game during the past 
week. 

"Being out 10 days with COVID, and the energy levels," 
Blues coach Craig Berube said. "He has played lots of 
hockey right away and hard minutes. I think it's one of those 
things. He'll get his energy soon." 

This game will mark a return to Raleigh for former Hurricanes 
All-Star Justin Faulk, a defenseman for St. Louis. He's a 
former team Most Valuable Player with Carolina. 

This will be the last game during a stretch of five road 
outings in six games for St. Louis. 
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Canes thwarted by Hart, Flyers in first home loss of season 

By Ryan Henkel  

For 40 minutes, it was some of the best hockey that the 
Carolina Hurricanes had played all season.  

The offense was generating chances, the power play was 
creating looks, the penalty kill was suffocating and there 
really wasn’t much being given up the other way. 

It was the Canes’ game to lose.  

And that’s exactly what they did, as the Canes got vastly 
outplayed in the final 20 minutes for their first home loss of 
the season. 

While Carter Hart (0.975 sv%) played a crucial role in 
denying Carolina the victory, the Canes’ Kryptonite tonight 
was their inability to play the full 60 minutes.  

Again, the first two periods were really strong for Carolina. In 
the opening two frames, the Canes outshot their opponents 
29-13, outchanced them 52-33, had a 13-5 edge in high-
danger chances for and most importantly, were leading 1-0.  

The lone tally came courtesy of one Steven Lorentz who got 
the chance to play up in the lineup alongside Jordan Staal 
and Jesper Fast. 

The line was doing a good job of hemming in the Flyers and 
suffocating them with their aggressive forecheck and their 
chance to break the ice came when Philadelphia tried to 
make a quick, panic clear.  

Staal collected the puck at the blueline and fed it down to 
Fast, who fluttered the puck airborne across the crease. 

Picking his pitch, Lorentz chocked up on his stick and drove 
home the goal to give Carolina the lead. 

The Canes could have had an even bigger lead after two 
periods, as just 45 seconds after Lorentz’s tally, Seth Jarvis 
put the puck into the net. 

However, the goal did not count as the play was about an 
inch offsides. Jarvis tried his best to contort his lower body to 
keep the line on the initial entry, but he barely passed into 
the zone before the puck.  

It’s tough, but thems the rules. 

But heading into the third period, despite just a one goal 
lead, the game felt like it was heavily in Carolina’s favor.  

That was until the Flyers opened the third, rattled off 10 
shots on net in just the first five minutes of the period and 
tied the game 1-1.  

It was just a brutal mismatch at the Canes’ blueline as Scott 
Laughton launched the puck into the Carolina zone from the 
neutral zone and Joel Farabee took over from there.  

Farabee instantly got two steps on the Carolina defender and 
collected the puck, which had taken a fortunate bounce off 
the end boards, drove to the net and beat Frederik Andersen 
(0.929 sv%) five-hole. 

And it didn’t get better from there.  

Philly came in waves and eventually the pressure broke 
through again as Zack MacEwen got just enough on a Justin 
Braun point shot to change the puck’s direction before 
Andersen had time to react. 

The Canes tried to right the ship from there, but it was a case 
of too little too late.  

Because even though the Canes had two power play 
chances, a completely lopsided power kill, and a 6-on-5 that 
all saw grade-A after grade-A opportunity be generated, Hart 
would just not concede another goal. 

The Canes will return to the ice tomorrow as they play host 
to the St. Louis Blues for the second half of a back-to-back. 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Lorentz after loss to Flyers 

By Alec Sawyer and Ryan Henkel  

For the first time this season the Carolina Hurricanes have 
lost in PNC Arena, falling to the Philadelphia Flyers 2-1 
Friday night.  

The Canes took a 1-0 lead in the middle frame thanks to a 
batted-in goal from Steven Lorentz, but couldn’t get anything 
else past Carter Hart the rest of the night.  

The Flyers tallied twice in the third period, with Joel Farabee 
collecting a firm pass off the boards and scoring through 

Frederik Andersen for the first. Zack MacEwan scored the 
second, getting a good bounce to help win the game.  

Following the loss, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
forward Vincent Trocheck and Lorentz spoke with media 
members. Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the bad third period: Yeah, it was kind of two different 
games. It was probably two of our best periods we have 
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played all year, as far as doing what we wanted to do. We 
just didn’t get enough out of those periods. We knew they 
were going to have a push. You’re not going to dominate 
three periods. It’s just not going to happen. We had a few 
bad shifts, and they capitalized. We had good looks at the 
end. We had a good power play. We just didn’t do enough 
with the first two periods to allow us to have a little wiggle 
room.  

On if some of that can be chalked up to Hart’s performance: 
Yeah, he was great. We know that. Again, it was just 
frustrating because we got off our game for a few minutes, 
more than a few minutes, in the third. That was the 
difference.  

On if he was pleased with the way the team generated 
offense: Like I said, I thought it was two of the better periods 
we’ve played in the first two periods. We had a goal that was 
offside. It was just one of those nights where nothing was 
working for us as far as getting rewarded for what was going 
on. We messed up and it went in our net. Tough night for 
everyone, really. We played pretty good for two, and we 
didn’t get anything out of it.  

On if this felt like one that slipped away: Yeah, no question. 
Of course.  

On Philadelphia’s first goal: It was a good play by them. We 
had the exact same play as them on the power play. We just 
lose it, and they put it in. That’s how it goes sometimes. It’s 
just frustrating because the third period leaves a bad taste in 
your mouth.  

On Seth Jarvis’ game: He was really good, I thought. Again, 
he’s played pretty well every game.  

On his displeasure with some of the penalties: Did you get 
replays on those? What do you think? I can’t comment on 
that. It’s unfortunate that that’s the way it goes. But we won’t 
blame the referees. It’s hard to tell live what’s going on. It’s 
way too fast. You need a quick two-second replay and you 
can clear all this up. It’ll happen. Twenty years from now we’ll 
be doing that. We did kill the penalties. So that I guess didn’t 
turn out to have any influence on the game. Special teams 
wasn’t the problem.  

On if he knows about player availability Saturday: I don’t 
know. I usually get that update in about 20 minutes.  

On if he knows who will start in net Saturday: We’ll hash that 
out tonight, or maybe tomorrow. We’ll see how everybody 
feels before make that.  

On bouncing back Saturday: You’ve got a great team coming 
in here that’s sitting there waiting. It’s going to be a huge 
challenge. We’ll turn the page, and we’ll get at it tomorrow.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On his displeasure with his penalties: Yeah, I don’t know. I 
didn’t agree with the call. I obviously can’t be slamming my 
stick. I didn’t agree with the other, but we killed them both off. 
It is what it is.  

On if he was satisfied with the power play despite lack of 
results: I mean, yeah. It’s tough. You’re out there to score 
goals. We are creating a lot of chances, but those have got 
to go in. It’s on us to look at it and get ready to go back at it 
tomorrow and put the puck in the net on the power play.  

On how Philadelphia was able to control the start of the third 
period: I think we got a little complacent. We tried to make 
plays that we didn’t need to make. That’s kind of our M.O., is 
closing out games. Tonight we got a little too cute, made a 
few too many turnovers in the neutral zone and our end. It 
led to them playing in our end. If we just stay playing the 
same way we were in the first two periods, I think we win that 
game.  

Steven Lorentz 

On if this was about running into a hot goalie or was there 
more to it: He did play well. He had a great game. But as the 
Carolina Hurricanes, we hold ourselves to a higher standard 
than what we showed in the third period there. We played a 
great 40 minutes of hockey, but it doesn’t take 40 minutes to 
win in this league. It takes a full 60. That first couple of 
minutes of the third period, we were back on our heels. 
That’s just not how we play. Some of the turnovers were just 
in the wrong times and in the wrong spots. That’s what 
happens. They capitalized on our mistakes. It’s definitely 
disappointing, for sure, but I think we did it to ourselves. It’s 
too bad. Like I said, we did play a really solid first 40 
minutes. We weren’t expecting it to be a super high-scoring 
game. They have a pretty similar system to ours. It’s too bad 
that in the third period they just kind of beat us at our own 
game. We’ve got to tighten up and come ready to play 
against a real strong hockey club tomorrow.  

On how much scoring helps his personal confidence: I think 
I’m just still starting to get more and more confidence with 
each passing game, offensively. I still think there’s times 
where I may pass up shots or I might turn away from going to 
the net. I think it’s slowly starting to come. I’ve always been a 
bit of a late bloomer. It’s taken me a little bit longer to 
develop. I’m starting to get comfortable going to the blue 
paint and going to those dirty areas and getting confidence. It 
obviously helps playing with really great linemates night in 
and night out. Those guys do a lot of the heavy lifting. As 
long as I’m going to the net and that’s where pucks are 
going, and that’s where they should be going, I think it helps 
for every guy that likes to go to the net.  

On if he’s ever played baseball: Maybe a little bit when I was 
younger. I think I played a year of softball. I just kind of took 
a swing at it, and fortunately it went off my shaft and went in. 
It all starts with good plays in our D-zone, leading to our O-
zone. Good forecheck pressure. Obviously good things 
happen when, like I said, you go to the net. We didn’t really 
do enough of that in the third period. But those shifts that we 
were playing down in their end in the first 40, you could tell 
that we were dominating. We were getting a lot of chances. 
For whatever reason we just let off the gas in the third period 
and it came back to bite us.
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Philadelphia Flyers vs Carolina Hurricanes: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

By Cody Hagan  

Philadelphia Flyers ( 6-3-2) vs Carolina Hurricanes (10-1-0) 

Regular Season Game 12 

Friday, November 2 - 7 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena - Raleigh, NC  

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Broad Street Hockey 

For the first time since March 2020, the Carolina Hurricanes 
will face-off against the Philadelphia Flyers in a Metro 
Division match-up. The last time these two met was shortly 
after the David Ayres game when the Canes lost 4-1 with 
Alex Nedeljkovic in goal and Justin Williams notching the 
only goal for Carolina. At the time the Flyers were fighting for 
first place in the division and the Hurricanes were trying to 
hold on to a wild card spot.  

Fast forward nearly 20 months and Williams is retired, 
Nedeljkovic is playing for Detroit, and the Hurricanes have 
the highest points percentage in the NHL while the Flyers are 
struggling to figure out where they fit in a jam-packed 
division.  

Philadelphia is led by Sean Couturier and Claude Giroux 
who both have twelve points this season while the Canes 
already have five different players with over 10 points. While 
Carolina is sitting high in the league on just about every 
measurable stat, the Flyers are finding themselves right in 
the middle which simply is not good enough in the Metro 
Division where every team is over .500. The Hurricanes on 
paper should be the better team but they have to be careful 
to not let the ghosts of days past creep up on them. The 
Metro teams have always been a kryptonite for the Canes 
and they have to find a way to defeat teams like the Flyers, 
Penguins, and Capitals in they want to win this division.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Flyers 

Record 10-1-0 6-3-2 

Goals/Game 3.73 2.91 

Goals Against/Game 1.91 2.46 

Shots/Game 33.45 30.73 

Face Off Win % 56.3% 55.7% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.0% (8th) 18.8% (18th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 86.0% (9th) 81.6% (16th) 

Category Hurricanes Flyers 

ES Corsi For % 54.74% 49.19% 

ES PDO 103.79 102.36 

PIM/Game 11:10 10:27 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Carter Hart 

Record 9-1-0 3-3-2 

Save % .939 .924 

GAA 1.74 2.49 

Goaltender #2 

Category Alex Lyon Martin Jones 

Record 0-0-0 3-0-0 

Save % N/A .950 

GAA N/A 1.67 

Game Notes 

 After his game-tying goal in Tampa on Tuesday, 
Teuvo Teravainen sits one goal away from 100 in 
his career 

 Jaccob Slavin needs just three more assists to 
move in to a tie for fifth all-time in Hurricanes history 
for assists by a defenseman 

 This will be the 149th time these two franchises 
have met with Carolina holding an overall record of 
47-72-14-15. Taking in to account more recent 
history, under Rod Brind’ Amour’s direction the 
Canes are 5-3-0 against #17’s former team.  

 While we do not know what the Canes will do in 
goal over this back-to-back set it’s worth noting that 
Alex Lyon spent his entire five pro seasons with the 
Flyers organization appearing in 22 games going 6-
7-2 with a 3.21 GAA. It’s possible Lyon could play 
tonight against his former team if the coaching staff 
wants to save Frederik Andersen from having to 
play back-to-back nights.  
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Storm Advisory 

 Don Waddell joined Sara Civian for a Q&A’ on the 
team’s Cup chances, Seth Jarvis, and more. [The 
Athletic $] 

 Bob Murray has stepped down as the General 
Manager for the Anaheim Ducks after allegations of 
verbal abuse. Murray is enrolling in an alcohol 
abuse program. [Ducks] 

 Who is the most underrated player on each NHL 
team? [ESPN] 

 Everybody knows that Andrei Vasilevskiy is the best 
goalie in the NHL. But who’s the second best? 
[Yahoo] 

 Debating the Hall of Fame cases of Brad Marchand, 
Eric Staal, Jason Spezza and others. [The Athletic 
$] 

 The NHL is eyeing bringing part of the All-Star 
Game skills competition to the Las Vegas strip. 
[ESPN] 

 

 

 

Canes fall apart in third period for first home loss  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes failed to maintain a 1-0 lead after 
the second intermission, falling to the Philadelphia Flyers 2-1 
in PNC Arena on Friday, Nov. 12. 

The Canes’ first home loss of the season came in 
devastating fashion. Carolina shifted the momentum in their 
favor with a goal by center Steven Lorentz in the second 
period, but the Flyers came out swinging in the third period. 
Philadelphia notched 15 shots in the final period compared to 
just 13 total shots in the first two. 

“As Carolina Hurricanes, we hold ourselves to a higher 
standard than what we showed in the third period,” Lorentz 
said. “We played a great 40 minutes of hockey, but it doesn't 
take 40 minutes to win in this league. It takes a full 60.” 

The Canes looked sloppy in that final period, turning the 
puck over frequently and allowing Philadelphia to dictate the 
tempo late in the game. The lack of focus starkly contrasted 
with the first two periods where the Hurricanes dominated. 

“It was one of those nights where nothing was working for us 
as far as getting rewarded for what was going on,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “And then we messed up and it 
went in our net. It was a tough night for everyone.” 

Carolina looked far better than Philadelphia in the first 40 
minutes, especially in the faceoff circle. Although both 

squads are among the best in the league in faceoff win 
percentage, the Canes won 80% of the faceoffs in the first 
period and 58% of those in the whole game. 

Another positive takeaway for Brind’Amour and his squad 
was the quality play of center Seth Jarvis. The 19-year-old 
phenom accompanied center Sebastian Aho and right wing 
Andrei Svechnikov on the top line and played very well both 
on and off the puck. 

Regardless, Carolina thoroughly disappointed in the final 20 
minutes, squandering an almost certain two points for a 
sucker-punch of a loss. The Canes will not have much time 
to dwell on that disappointment however, as the St. Louis 
Blues come to Raleigh for the Hurricanes' second game in 
two days. 

“You’ve got a great team coming in here that’s sitting there 
waiting,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s going to be a huge 
challenge.” 

The matchup against the Blues on Saturday, Nov. 13 will be 
the Canes’ last home game before a six-game road trip that 
will culminate in a rematch with the Flyers in Philadelphia. 
Puck drop against the Blues is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 13, 2021 

 

 

Wolves slice up IceHogs 

The Chicago Wolves produced three first-period goals and 
rolled to a 4-1 victory over the Rockford IceHogs Friday night 
at the MetroCentre. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski, Stefan Noesen and Maxim 
Letunov and defenseman Eric Gelinas scored for the Central 
Division-leading Wolves (7-2-0-0) while rookie goaltender 
Eetu Makiniemi posted 18 saves to pick up the win. 

Poturalski needed just 49 seconds to put the Wolves on top. 
After each team was assessed a tripping penalty in the first 
28 seconds, there was more open space on the ice and 
Stefan Noesen sent a perfect backhand to an uncovered 
Poturalski just outside the crease. The captain’s 
stickhandling mesmerized goaltender Arivd Soderblom and 
he jammed home a forehand just as a defenseman crunched 
him from behind. 

Noesen earned his goal at the 11:00 mark of the first as the 
Wolves set up shop on the power play. C.J. Smith dug the 
puck out of the corner and spun it back to defenseman Max 
Lajoie at the point. Lajoie whistled a wrister from the high slot 
and it deflected off Noesen, who was set up in front of 
Soderblom, to make it 2-0. 

Gelinas pushed the Wolves’ lead to 3-0 at 17:05 of the first. 
Rookie center Jack Drury skated a lap around the perimeter 
of the offensive zone and found Gelinas open at the left 

point. The veteran defenseman threaded a rising wrist shot 
through traffic for his second goal of the year. 

Meanwhile, the Wolves didn’t allow Rockford’s first shot on 
goal until nearly 13 minutes elapsed. Chicago finished the 
first period with a 16-1 lead in shots. That marked the fewest 
shots allowed in a period by the Wolves since Oct. 11, 2014, 
versus the Charlotte Checkers. 

Rockford (3-6-1-0) ruined Makiniemi’s bid for his second 
shutout of the year with 3:29 left in regulation when Brett 
Connolly scored on the power play with a 6-on-4 advantage. 
The Wolves answered with Maxim Letunov’s empty-net goal 
from the defensive blue line with 2:12 to go. 

Makiniemi (5-1-0) pulled into a share of the AHL lead for 
victories by rookie netminders while Soderblom (2-3-0) 
stopped 30 of 33 shots for the IceHogs. 

The Wolves welcome the Toronto Marlies to Allstate Arena 
at 7 p.m. Saturday and 3 p.m. Sunday for Military 
Appreciation Weekend. To get the best deals on tickets, 
contact a Wolves representative HERE or call 1-800-THE-
WOLVES. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article255778166.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/hurricanes-squander-lead-lose-2-1-to-flyers/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-here-come-the-flyers/19977604/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-fall-to-philadelphia-two-to-one/c-327882802 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/projected-lineup-canes-vs-flyers/c-327824502 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-vs-flyers/c-327812940 
https://www.nhl.com/news/philadelphia-flyers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-327787720 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-jordan-kyrou-st-louis-blues-9ef1f95920014f60bef3e589b3a58e6b 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-joel-farabee-jesper-fast-frederik-andersen-cb26f33627f0e6c182be1ca987c89ecb 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/how-signing-frederik-andersen-has-transformed-hurricanes-into-stanley-cup-contenders/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-oilers-rising-but-still-chasing-down-panthers-hurricanes/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-try-to-build-on-franchise-best-start-vs-blues/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/12/22779384/carolina-hurricanes-thwarted-by-carter-hart-philadelphia-flyers-in-first-home-loss-of-season 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/12/22779401/they-said-it-brindamour-trocheck-lorentz-after-loss-to-flyers 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/12/22777654/philadelphia-flyers-vs-carolina-hurricanes-game-12-preview-and-storm-advisory-november-

12-2021 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-fall-apart-in-third-period-for-first-home-loss/article_e0a859d2-4436-11ec-bc2c-7b8b50915cf5.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/12/wolves-slice-up-icehogs/ 
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Flyers outplay Hurricanes in third period as goalie Carter Hart sparkles in 
net 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had some strong third periods this season. 

The third period Friday against the Philadelphia Flyers was not one of 
them. 

The Flyers scored twice in the third to surge from behind and beat the 
Canes 2-1 at PNC Arena, combining goals from Joel Farabee and then 
Zack MacEwen while getting 39 saves from the game’s first star, goalie 
Carter Hart. 

The Canes (10-2-0), losing for the first time at home, got a goal from 
Steven Lorentz and had plenty of power-play chances that forced Hart to 
scramble and make some super saves. Carolina finished 0-5 on the 
power play — this night, a severe liability no matter how many good 
shots the Canes managed with the man advantage. 

“As a Carolina Hurricane we hold ourselves to a higher standard than 
what we showed in the third period,” Lorentz said. “We played a great 40 
minutes of hockey but it doesn’t take 40 to win in this league -- it takes a 
full 60. 

“You could tell after the first couple minutes of that third period that we 
were back on our heels and that’s not how we play. They capitalized on 
our mistakes. We did it to ourselves. We just let off the gas in the third 
period and it came back to bite us in the butt.” 

Goalie Frederik Andersen again was the starter for the Canes, making 
his 11th appearance of the season. He turned back everything in the first 
two periods but not in the third as the Flyers pushed and produced 15 of 
their 28 shots. 

The Canes had outscored opponents 14-3 in the third period in their 
previous 11 games but the Flyers were the better team. 

MacEwen redirected a Justin Braun shot past Andersen for his first goal 
of the season at 10:20 of the second. 

The Flyers (7-3-2) had tied it 1-1 at 4:06 of the third as Farabee collected 
a favorable bounce off the boards and beat Andersen. Scott Laughton 
dumped the puck into the right corner and Farabee swept in to collect the 
odd carom and score against the Canes’ fourth line. 

The Canes had a similar play in the second period as Sebastian Aho 
skated down the left wing after Tony DeAngelo dumped the puck into the 
left corner. Aho reeled it in in full stride but couldn’t convert. 

“I think we got a little complacent and we were making some plays we 
didn’t need to make. Up 1-0, that’s kind of our M.O., closing out games. 
Tonight we got little too cute and made a few too many turnovers in the 
neutral zone and in our own end.” 

The Canes took a 1-0 lead at 11:14 of the second as Lorentz scored his 
second of the season,and rookie Seth Jarvis had the crowd roaring 45 
seconds later. 

Lorentz showed good hand/eye coordination, batting the puck past Hart 
after Jesper Fast lifted the puck in the air from the side of the net. 
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Then came another rush into the zone by the Canes. After Andrei 
Svechnikov hit the post with a shot, Jarvis broke his stick trying to rap in 
the rebound from the slot -- the blade of his stick flying into the net, 
causing Hart to hesitate, then the puck. 

The Flyers challenged the call, claiming Jarvis was offside entering the 
zone and won the challenge. No second NHL goal for Jarvis. 

The Canes played Friday without forward Martin Necas, the overtime 
hero against Tampa Bay this week. They’re still missing forward Nino 
Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce and goalie Antti Raanta, all 
injured. 

Necas has been ill for a few days, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, 
noting Necas has tested negative for COVID-19. Niederreiter took the 
morning skate Friday but remains on Injured Reserve. Pesce missed his 
third game with an upper-body injury. 

Brind’Amour said he was not sure who would be available for the game 
Saturday against the St. Louis Blues to complete the back-to-back. 

The first period ended scoreless but only after the Canes nearly scored 
shorthanded. The Flyers had a 5-on-3 power play after Jordan Staal and 
then Trocheck were called for penalties — an angry Trocheck picking up 
an extra two minutes for slamming his stick across the glass. 

The Staal penalty ended with Staal jumping out of the penalty box and 
taking a pass for a breakaway. Hart made the save as Staal slowed 
down nearing the crease, then made another on Staal. 

“It was kind of two different games,” Brind’Amour said. “It was probably 
two of our best periods we’ve played all year, as far as the game and 
doing what we wanted to do. We just didn’t get enough out of the 
periods. 

“We knew they were going to have a push. You’re not going to dominate 
three periods -- it’s just not going to happen. We had a few bad shifts and 
they capitalize.” 

This story was originally published November 12, 2021 9:46 PM. 
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Blues notebook: A couple years late, Faulk makes a return to Carolina 

 

Tom Timmermann 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Justin Faulk is in his third season with the Blues and 
has been with the team long enough that only two other defensemen, 
Colton Parayko and Robert Bortuzzo, have been there longer. The Blues 
acquired him in a trade with Carolina on the eve of the 2019-20 season, 
in exchange for Joel Edmundson, and then signed him to a seven-year 
contract extension. 

The game Saturday will mark Faulk’s first in Carolina since the trade. 

Fate has worked against his homecoming. The Blues’ trip to Carolina in 
his first season came late in the schedule, on March 19, and the season 
abruptly paused on March 11 and it was one of the games that never got 
played. Last season, teams played only within their division in the regular 
season. At last, the chance has come for Faulk to return to the place 
where he was drafted and played the first eight seasons of his NHL 
career. 

“It’s a couple of years late now,” Faulk said, “so it’s probably a little easier 
than it would have been. There’s not many guys there, maybe six or 
seven that are left over from when I was there. It’s definitely a change, a 
different team, but they play the same style with (Rod) Brind’Amour 

running it. I don’t know what to think of it. I’m sure it will be fun. I’ll get to 
see some people on (Friday) night and after the game Saturday, which is 
always nice.” 

It also may be the first time Faulk is on the other side of the Surge, the 
choreographed postgame victory celebrations that the team began doing 
in Faulk’s last season. 

“Hopefully I don’t have to see that Surge,” he said. “I didn’t come up with 
too many of them myself when I was there. Let’s leave it be for the night 
hopefully.” 

The game will also be Faulk’s fourth without his regular defensive 
partner, Torey Krug, who remains on the COVID protocol list. He will 
likely play with Calle Rosen again on Saturday. 

“He’s so good with the puck,” Faulk said of Krug. “You can’t replace the 
plays he makes and how easy he can make the game for other people by 
putting the puck in good spots for them and kind of just, essentially, 
setting you up for your next play. He can see that and do that and it’s not 
something you can replace.” 

Health watch 

The Blues had goalie Ville Husso and forward Kyle Clifford back in 
practice on Friday, but they remain on the non-roster COVID list. 

Husso’s return is more pressing, since with back-to-back games this 
weekend, the Blues are looking at either playing Jordan Binnington in 
both of them or giving rookie Joel Hofer a big test at the start of his 
career. 

“(Husso) needs a couple more days of practice yet, so he is not a go yet,” 
Berube said. 

Until Husso can return and the Blues can send Hofer back to the AHL, 
they don’t have the cap space to activate Oskar Sundqvist. Sundqvist 
took part in line rushes with the team in practice at Centene Community 
Ice Center before they flew to North Carolina, taking Dakota Joshua’s 
spot on the fourth line, but Berube said it was because Joshua was 
taking a maintenance day. 

“He’s not ready yet,” Berube said. “Dak was out of practice today. It’s 
maintenance, basically, with him. He’ll be ready to go tomorrow.” 

Line changes 

Berube continues to try to find combinations that work with his forward 
lines. On Friday, he took the rarely used step of splitting up forwards 
Ryan O’Reilly and David Perron. O’Reilly skated with Jordan Kyrou and 
Pavel Buchnevich, while Perron was moved to what would be the third 
line, with Tyler Bozak and Brandon Saad. The group of Robert Thomas, 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Ivan Barbashev stayed intact. 

“Just trying to get maybe a little more consistent scoring throughout our 
lineup and balance,” Berube said. “I think things have been fine, but 
we’re looking to improve. That’s all.” 

“I don’t know if it’s been like little timing issues or whatever,” Perron said, 
“but we haven’t obviously have had as high of a performance as we’d like 
as a line, so I think they’re looking at different things right now. That’s all 
it is, I’m sure. Down the road, it’ll come back and that’s really all I have on 
that.” 
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Blues face a challenging weekend, with games against two of the NHL's 
top teams 
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Tom Timmermann 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Thousands of things go into making a hockey 
schedule. Arenas are available at certain times. A game with one team 
often means a game with another team nearby a couple days later. 
Teams may want to be home on certain dates for marketing purposes, or 
to avoid going head to head with a football or baseball game. The NHL’s 
TV partners may want a certain team to play on a certain day (and at a 
certain time) for broadcast purposes. And since the schedule is made 
well in advance, there’s no guarantee of what teams will be good or what 
teams won’t as the season plays out. 

Add it all up and for the Blues, you get the weekend from hell. 

On Saturday, the Blues face Carolina, which at the start of business on 
Friday had the second-most points in the league and the best points 
percentage. Then the Blues come home for a game Sunday against 
Edmonton, which had as many points as Carolina to start Friday and has 
the second-best points percentage. The Blues’ two opponents this 
weekend, going into Carolina’s game Friday with Philadelphia, had a 
combined record of 20-3. In a word: Yikes. 

“Big test for us,” said defenseman Robert Bortuzzo. “It’ll be a chance for 
us to see where we’re at against some of the top competition in the 
league. Teams that have been successful for a long time in the last 
couple years here. I think we’re excited for the challenge. It’s a tough 
barn to go into, in Carolina. And then obviously Sunday, we got two of 
the best players in the world (Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl). Good 
challenge for us. It could be something our group needs right now.” 

“A really big challenge,” said Blues coach Craig Berube, raising the 
challenge bar. “Just the conversation I’ve had with the team and players 
and leadership group is it’s a big weekend. I think it’s a great challenge 
for us as a team. Obviously Carolina and Edmonton have been up there 
all year long, they’ve played great hockey. You’re going against some 
real good players on both teams. It’ll be a tough challenge, but we’re 
looking forward to it.” 

The Blues haven’t been slouches themselves this season, as they went 
into the weekend with the fourth-best points percentage in the league 
(Florida is third), though since starting the season with five consecutive 
wins, they have gone 3-2-2. The team is picking itself back up after a 
string of COVID cases, and they still will be without defenseman Torey 
Krug on Saturday. 

“We’ve been traveling a lot,” said forward David Perron, “from going to 
L.A., basically three days in a row flying right after the game and coming 
back, going to sleep at 2 a.m., then flying to Winnipeg, coming back here, 
normally the first game at home is not the greatest game. I actually don’t 
think we played too bad (in a 4-3 overtime loss to Nashville on 
Thursday). I’m not saying we played a great game by any means, but we 
didn’t play poor. I thought we had some good looks, some good chances 
and we got a point, and that’s what matters a lot. We can’t let our foot off 
the gas. Like, if you look at the standings, how tight they are. It’s going to 
be like that all year.” 

These two games are also part of a grueling stretch of the season for the 
Blues, who are three games into playing 12 games in 21 days, with two 
sets of back-to-backs. The Blues don’t have consecutive off days until 
Nov. 28 and 29. Every team goes through this during a season, and it 
may work in the Blues’ favor to have this early in the season, when the 
players are fresher, though it also comes at a time where the team is 
putting itself back together after its COVID problems. 

The mantra for the Blues over these three weeks will be to rest both their 
bodies and minds. Practices, when held, will be short. Morning skates will 
likely be optional or, like on Saturday, nonexistent. 

“We’ve got to be careful with minutes,” Berube said. “You’ve got to be 
careful with practice time and if you do practice, it’s got to be short but it’s 
got to be high intensity and it’s got to be quick. Does that make sense? 

You can’t just go out there for 20-25 minutes and have a slow practice. 
You’ve got to keep the pace up in practice even though it’s short.” 

“It’s a long calendar year,” said Perron. “For sure there’s going to be ups 
and downs. It’s the first time we play 82 games in the last three years 
really. Definitely a little bit more challenging for a lot of guys. I know some 
of our guys didn’t even get through that yet. It’s going to be a challenging 
time, but our coaching staff’s doing a great job to keep our levels of 
energy really high, the way they manage the schedule, the way they 
manage practice time, intensity out there. Whether we’re out there 20 
minutes or 45 minutes, I think the intensity level can vary and they do a 
really good job of just putting up a plan that creates that really.” 

In games, coaches will try to avoid players having massive amounts of 
ice time, though that is easier said than done. Berube and his staff have 
to coach the game in front of them, and sometimes if that means Colton 
Parayko pulls 29 minutes, that’s how it will have to be. But for them, there 
may be no option in an optional skate. The message will be to stay off 
the ice. 

“You’ve just got to manage their rest more than anything,” Berube said. 
“There’s going to be days where maybe they don’t go out.” 

In today’s 10 a.m. video, columnist Ben Hochman discusses the (still) 
first-place Blues, following Thursday’s overtime loss. Pavel Buchnevich 
didn’t tally any points, yet the newcomer navigated the game quite well, 
while reminding Blues fans what he can provide. And, as always, 
Hochman chooses a random St. Louis Cards card from the hat. 
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Husso, Sundqvist not ready yet: Could Hofer get another start over 
weekend? 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

Husso, Sundqvist not ready yet: Could Hofer get another start over 
weekend? 

Tarasenko, Husso lift Blues to 3-0 win over Kings 

Oskar Sundqvist took line rushes Friday at Centene Community Ice 
Center, but it turned out to be a false alarm. Coach Craig Berube said he 
isn’t quite ready for game action. 

“He’s not ready yet,” Berube said. “Dak (Dakota Joshua) was out of 
practice today. It’s maintenance, basically, with him. He’ll be ready to go 
tomorrow.” 

So Sundqvist, who spoke with head athletics trainer Ray Barile and 
Berube for a few minutes along the boards at the end of practice, merely 
was filling in Joshua’s spot centering the fourth line. 

Additionally, goalie Ville Husso took part in practice with the full squad, 
meaning he no longer is on the COVID list. But he also is not game-
ready. 

“He needs a couple more days of practice yet, so he is not a go yet,” 
Berubue said. 

The Blues had three goalies on the ice at Centene, with Jordan 
Binnington and Joel Hofer also working. 

With Husso not yet game ready, there’s a chance Hofer could get 
another start, what with the Blues’ playing a marquee back-to-back this 
weekend: Saturday at Carolina and Sunday at home against Edmonton. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 13, 2021 

 

With 20 points, the Hurricanes (10-1-0) and Oilers (10-2-0) trail only 
Florida (10-2-2, 22 points) in the overall league standings. 

If Hofer doesn’t get a start, then Binnington will play both ends of a back-
to-back for only the third time in his career. 

Veteran forward Kyle Clifford also returned from the COVID list to 
practice, meaning only defensemen Torey Krug and Niko Mikkola remain 
on the list. 

Line changes 

It doesn’t happen often, but Berube is separating Ryan O’Reilly and 
David Perron. Perron is moving down to what nominally is the team’s 
third line. And for that matter, so is Brandon Saad. 

“Just moving some lines around, trying to get maybe a little bit more 
consistent scoring throughout our lineup and balance,” Berube said. “I 
think things have been fine, but we’re looking to improve, that’s all.” 

So instead of playing wing on a line centered by O’Reilly, Perron and 
Saad will do so on a line centered by Tyler Bozak. 

“I don't know if it's been like little timing issues or whatever, but we 
haven't obviously had as high of a performance as we'd like as a line,” 
Perron said. “So I think they're looking at different things right now. That's 
all it is, I'm sure. Down the road, it'll come back and that's really all I have 
on that.” 
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Jack Eichel undergoes successful surgery on herniated disk 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 

November 12, 2021 - 2:37 PM   

Updated November 12, 2021 - 5:22 PM 

 

Jack Eichel, after living with a neck injury for eight months, disagreeing 
with the Buffalo Sabres over treatment options and receiving a trade to 
the Golden Knights, is on the road to recovery. 

Eichel had his preferred artificial disk replacement surgery to treat a 
herniated disk in his neck Friday and is expected to be ready to play in 
three to five months. The Knights said his doctor described the operation 
as “successful and without complications.” 

The procedure was scheduled to be performed at Rocky Mountain Spine 
Clinic in Denver by Dr. Chad Prusmack, who consults with the Denver 
Broncos. 

The surgery ends a long saga for Eichel, who hasn’t played since he was 
injured March 7 against the New York Islanders. The operation means 
the 25-year-old has taken a long-awaited first step toward resuming his 
career. 

“I know it’s going to work out,” Eichel said Monday. “I know I’m going to 
be back playing and put this all behind us.” 

One of the reasons Eichel was traded was the surgery he favored. 

Artificial disk replacement is not a new procedure, but it hadn’t been 
performed on an NHL player. The Sabres wanted Eichel to get a more 
common and proven disk fusion surgery. 

Eichel did research, talking to doctors and athletes — including former 
UFC champion Chris Weidman — who have had the operation. He 

determined it was his best option, and the Knights agreed after trading 
right wing Alex Tuch, prospect Peyton Krebs and two conditional draft 
picks to land Eichel and a conditional pick.  

“I think if everyone was to do as much research and learn as much about 
this as I have, you would come to terms with it’s a lot less risky than you 
think,” Eichel said Monday. “I just went out, did as much research, 
learned as much as I could about it, and I feel very very confident I made 
the right decision.” 

Martinez injury 

Knights coach Pete DeBoer didn’t have an update on defenseman Alec 
Martinez, who left Thursday’s win over the Minnesota Wild in the first 
period. Martinez was hit in the face by Minnesota left wing Brandon 
Duhaime’s skate. 

DeBoer said after the game Martinez suffered an “ugly, ugly cut,” and 
that he heard the defenseman received more than 50 stitches. 

Shot called 

Defenseman Dylan Coghlan said right wing Jonas Rondbjerg told him he 
was going to score before Thursday’s game. 

Rondbjerg scored with 3:19 left in the first period for his first NHL goal. 
Left wing Paul Cotter, who was assigned to the Silver Knights on Friday, 
also scored his first NHL goal earlier in the period. 

“Right when we got to the rink, he said I’m going to score tonight,” 
Coghlan said. “I said, ‘Fair enough.’” 
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Jack Eichel Undergoes Successful Disk Replacement Surgery 

 

Staff Report 

Published 11 hours ago on November 12, 2021 

By Vegas Hockey Now 

 

New Vegas Golden Knights center Jack Eichel underwent successful 
disk replacement surgery today and is expected to make a full recovery 
according to a release by the team. 

Statement from the Golden Knights on Jack Eichel’s successful surgery. 
#VegasBorn pic.twitter.com/BcLlX2FEfj 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) November 12, 2021 

Eichel, who had fallen out with the Buffalo Sabres medical staff over his 
injury, was acquired by the Golden Knights on Nov. 4th. 

The blockbuster trade between the Sabres and Vegas Golden Knights 
saw forward Alex Tuch, Peyton Krebs, a conditional first-round pick in 
2022 and a conditional second-rounder in 2023 going to Buffalo and 
Eichel, the biggest prize on the market, to Vegas. 

Jack Eichel missed most of the 2020-21 season after rejecting the 
Sabres proposal to play injured. Earlier this year, he failed his physical 
with the Sabres and was unceremoniously stripped of his captaincy. 

Eichel is the first NHL player to have the new kind of surgery known as 
artificial disk replacement surgery or ADR, a complex surgical procedure 
where a metal and plastic prosthesis disk is inserted into the neck to help 
assist a worn-out intervertebral disc. 
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The 2015 second overall pick is expected to be out until after the NHL’s 
2022 Olympic break in February. 
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NHL roundtable: Are the Kings and Ducks for real this season? - Los 
Angeles Times 

 

Times Staff 11/12/2021 

 

Four weeks into the NHL season, the Kings and Ducks have been two of 
the surprise teams in the league. The Southland rivals were among the 
hottest teams on ice, the Kings having won seven in a row and the Ducks 
six in a row. 

Are they legitimate contenders to reach the Stanley Cup playoffs? The 
Kings and Ducks last reached the postseason in 2018. In a roundtable 
discussion moderated by Times hockey editor Hans Tesselaar, Times 
columnist (and Hockey Hall of Fame member) Helene Elliott was joined 
by Times staffers Curtis Zupke (former beat writer for both teams), Jim 
Barrero (a Kings season-seat holder) and Nick Leyva (a longtime Ducks 
fan). 

The calendar says it’s 2021. But you’d think it’s 10 years ago the way the 
Ducks and Kings are playing. What are we to make of this? 

Elliott: I think the current success of the Kings and the Ducks is a payoff 
for fans of both teams. Those fans have waited a long time for a reason 
to have hope and to invest emotionally in teams that bumbled their way 
through tedious rebuilds. All those promises are looking good ... at the 
moment, at least! 

Barrero: Both teams have definitely moved beyond the depths of last 
season and it’s clear the young talent has begun to percolate, which is 
exciting to see. There was nothing better than the Kings-Ducks playoff 
series in 2014, and we can only hope some more of those are on the 
horizon. 

Zupke: We no longer have terrible teams! I think some of it was a matter 
of some of these prospects coming along, and in the case of the Ducks, 
they’re getting the on-ice leadership they sorely missed last year with 
Ryan Getzlaf and Adam Henrique. 

Leyva: I figured both teams would be slightly improved as their 
youngsters continued to develop, but no one could have convinced me 
that the SoCal teams would be the surprise of the league just 10 games 
in. A pleasant surprise for local hockey fans to say the least. 

Kings defenseman Drew Doughty holds his knee after being injured on 
Oct. 22. 

The Kings started the season 1-5-1. During that time star defenseman 
Drew Doughty suffered a knee injury that will sideline him for at least two 
months. Promising defenseman Sean Walker was lost for the season 
with a knee injury. How have they turned this around? 

Barrero: The signing of Alex Edler seems to be a very important one 
now, as he has brought some stability, though without the flashiness of a 
Doughty. Kale Clague is showing he’s capable as his defense partner, 
which has been a bit of a surprise since he was certainly not a part of the 
Kings’ plans before these injuries. Otherwise, the offense is finally getting 
production from more than the top line, which is what will be needed if 
the Kings are to sustain this success. 

Elliott: They’ve gotten strong goaltending, which has to be the foundation 
of any success they achieve. Jonathan Quick hasn’t surrendered the No. 
1 job to Cal Petersen, his heir apparent, and they’ve both given the Kings 

chances to win just about every game. Jim, can we agree though that Olli 
Maatta doesn’t cut it?! 

Barrero: Uh yes, I would most certainly agree (smiling face emoji). 

Leyva: I think some of the new pieces (i.e. Phillip Danault and Viktor 
Arvidsson) have breathed life into what was a stagnant offense. Plus, the 
resurgence of Jonathan Quick has figured into that as well. 

Zupke: Clague was drafted five years ago, and during all those 
training/developmental camps I can’t ever recall his name being 
mentioned by coaches. Now he’s their second-leading defenseman 
scorer. Go figure. But I think Helene, Jim and Nick hit on it with 
goaltending, offense ... and also the Kings’ forecheck is better, so they’re 
spending less time in their zone. 

Ducks center Troy Terry brings the puck up ice against the St. Louis 
Blues on Nov. 7. 

Troy Terry. Wow. Just what can you say about the Ducks’ 24-year-old 
star in the making? 

Elliott: Really impressed by Terry. Plus, he has invigorated Getzlaf 
bigtime. Terry is an interesting story in that he played in the 2018 Winter 
Olympics hockey tournament, which was one the NHL skipped. Terry 
was among the few college players on the team. That experience had to 
help him, I’d think. At the rate he’s going, he should earn consideration 
for the U.S. team for the Beijing Winter Games. NHL players will 
participate in that tournament, and I’d love to see Terry get another shot 
at international competition. 

Barrero: This guy was a fifth-round pick? Wow indeed! He definitely has 
shown he belongs and it makes me worry as a Kings fan when he and 
Trevor Zegras really get it going. It also makes me excited for what the 
young players in the Kings system will eventually become. 

Zupke: What’s impressed me is that he’s seemed to expand his game 
offensively. He’s got that great reach, and he’s just fun to watch. 
Chemistry in hockey is an amazing thing, and he’s got it with Getzlaf. 

Leyva: I remember Terry when he played for the U.S. Junior team a few 
years back, he was only a wisp of a player but you could tell he had a 
unique skill set. Now he’s kind of filled out and he has developed some 
awesome chemistry with old man Ryan Getzlaf. 

Elliott: Old man Ryan Getzlaf. Sigh. I remember him when he and Corey 
Perry were rookies. 

Anaheim Ducks' Ryan Getzlaf skates during the third period. 

Let’s talk more about Quick and Getzlaf, icons for both franchises. The 
thought was to not expect too much from either one of them this season. 
But they still have something left, don’t they? 

Barrero: I’ve frankly been surprised that both of them have seemed to 
kick it into another gear. For Getzlaf, a lot of it has to do with what others 
have touched on already — an infusion of youth and chemistry with 
Terry. Before the season, I was ready to count out Quick and move 
forward, but I guess it’s foolish to do that with a two-time Stanley Cup-
winning goalie. I should have known better. It’s great to see “old” guys 
excel. 

Elliott: Quick has had a lot of injuries the past few seasons and he had 
shoulder surgery last spring. Because of that — and the fact he will be 36 
in January — I think it was reasonable to wonder how much he had left. 
But he’s a feisty guy, and he’s proving he can still play. Having Cal 
Petersen alongside him created a challenge to Quick’s competitive 
instincts and he has responded well. I’m more surprised, frankly, that 
Getzlaf has played so well. He seemed to have very little left and I 
figured this to be a long goodbye season for him but he has been 
invigorated by the kids, especially Troy Terry. 

Leyva: Quick has really come on this season. The last couple of seasons 
it looked as if he was going to be supplanted for good by Cal Petersen. 
But I think for the first time in a long time he’s healthy and confident. 
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What can you say about Getzy? He’s just keeps producing and it looks 
like’s having fun again playing with youngsters Zegras, Terry and Jamie 
Drysdale among others. Plus, he’s invested in the Orange County 
community, on and off the ice. 

Zupke: I’ll just echo Helene in that Cal Petersen might have lit a fire 
under him, and he’s already a fiery guy haha. 

Elliott: Ha! There are many goalposts around North America that have 
felt Jonathan Quick’s wrath! 

Of course, it hasn’t all been good. The NHL is dealing with the fallout of 
the Chicago Blackhawks scandal and now Ducks general manager Bob 
Murray has resigned after creating a hostile work environment. He will 
enter a program for alcohol abuse. Will this be a distraction to the Ducks? 

Barrero: The short answer is no. When things like this happen, it usually 
does more to unite a team, especially if the distraction isn’t something 
that came/originated from the dressing room. The Ducks will be fine and 
possibly look at this as a symbolic way of moving forward with their own 
new prospects and players. 

Elliott: I don’t think the Ducks will be adversely affected by Murray’s 
resignation and departure. I think their rebuilding process has moved far 
enough along to where the talent level has increased significantly and the 
pieces are generally in place. I’m curious to see how the Ducks will 
handle what are usually the GM’s responsibilities, since interim GM Jeff 
Solomon was more a salary-cap guru than a guy who was big on 
personally doing scouting. 

Leyva: I don’t think it will be too much of a distraction. It sure didn’t look 
like it was on Tuesday night against the Canucks. The news broke a few 
hours before puck drop and they still looked focused on the task. I agree 
with Helene, this might throw the player personnel machine into a frenzy 
but that remains to be seen. Is Brian Burke available? 

Elliott: Only if Brian Burke agrees to tie his ties would he be allowed to 
come back! So that means no! 

Ducks center Adam Henrique scores in overtime against Kings goalie Cal 
Petersen on March 8, 2021. 

The Kings and Ducks meet for the first time on Nov. 30 at Staples 
Center. Who wins? 

Barrero: By my count, the Kings will be on a 13-game winning streak 
when this game arrives. I keed, I keed. Seriously, if the Kings can keep 
some level of this positivity until then, I give them the edge with what 
should be an enthusiastic home crowd behind them. 

Leyva: That will certainly be a battle, but the Ducks win in a shootout. 
What else can I say? 

Zupke: The former beat writer in me is already shuddering because 
there’s always SO MUCH going on in a Kings-Ducks game. I look down 
at my laptop and suddenly there’s a five-minute elbowing major. I really 
like the way the Kings are playing right now. Phillip Danault and Alex 
Iafallo have really set a tone with their forecheck and active sticks. So I’ll 
take them. 

Elliott: I love your optimism, Jim Barrero! I can see this going to a 
shootout .. .and there being 100 penalty minutes! 

For our final question, we turn back to our Hall of Famer. What is your 
favorite NHL ornament and when will you be adding it to the Christmas 
tree? 

Elliott: I did just buy a Seattle Kraken ornament, so that will make its 
debut this season. Always look forward to putting Gordie Howe on the 
tree ... and Sid. Planning on putting the tree up early. 
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The Ducks, on a six-game run, thriving through Bob Murray controversy: 
'It’s important to address things head-on' 

 

Eric Stephens 

 

SEATTLE – Never underestimate an athlete’s ability to 
compartmentalize. 

The axis that the Ducks are orbiting on was sent askew this week with 
the bombshell news that Bob Murray first was under investigation and put 
on leave, and then resigned from his role as general manager on 
Wednesday. 

It was a major issue that the players and coaches had to deal with, both 
on Tuesday ahead of their game in Vancouver and then again 
Wednesday in Seattle when interim GM Jeff Solomon flew in and 
addressed the traveling party for the first time. 

Their world may have been shaken up, in part because Murray was the 
only GM some of the Ducks had ever played under. But they weren’t 
rocked by the sudden administrative change. Not at all. 

Coming off an overtime win against the Canucks, the Ducks led from 
start to finish in their first-ever matchup with the Kraken on Thursday. An 
energetic sold-out crowd at Climate Pledge Arena could never enter full 
party mode. The Ducks bent but never broke, grabbing four different two-
goal leads and ultimately finishing with two empty-net goals in a 7-4 
triumph. 

The seven goals were a season-high just 15 games into a campaign 
that’s now brimming with promise. They’ve got a personable right wing in 
Troy Terry, who is busting out for all the hockey world to see. They’ve got 
venerable Ryan Getzlaf playing as if he’s 26 instead of 36. They’ve got 
an array of contributors who are part of six straight wins, the first time 
that’s been done in six seasons even as lineup regulars Jakob 
Silfverberg, Rickard Rakell and Max Jones are sidelined. 

Moreover, they’re winning in all different ways and are simply marching 
on amid the upheaval around them. 

“I think for a lot of us getting on the ice and playing hockey is an outlet for 
us to get away from some of the other things that might be going on in 
life,” said Kevin Shattenkirk, who scored a goal Thursday. “It’s a situation 
that we surely weren’t expecting or prepared for, but we certainly know 
what our job is here. It’s to go out there and play. Away from the ice, it’s 
to be respectful and treat everyone the right way. That’s the message in 
our locker room. 

“We have obviously a great leader in Ryan who leads by example and 
shows everyone that it’s time to get down to business and get out there 
and play. And I think the rest of us just try to follow him and show our 
young guys that things are going to happen in your life that you have to 
adjust to, and you have to be able to go out on the ice and produce.” 

In his first press conference since taking over, Solomon did his best 
Thursday to calm the waters and not deter from the momentum the 
Ducks have built over the last three weeks. Nothing has changed in his 
view with regard to the plan that enticed him to join the Ducks after 15 
years with the rival Los Angeles Kings. The plan, in which they’ve 
embraced the “rebuild” word as they continue shaping a team around a 
potential younger core, was endorsed by Murray and supported by 
owners Henry and Susan Samueli and CEO Michael Schulman. 

But Solomon did share some of what he discussed in his initial address 
with the entire group. 

“The message is straightforward,” he said. “It’s truly unfathomable that in 
this day and age (that) we really need to have these constant reminders 
about fostering inclusion. Treating people with dignity and respect. We 
should have to be reminded yet we find ourselves dealing with unusual 
and unfortunate circumstances and situations that are constant 
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reminders for us. As a league, as players, as staff working for this 
organization, we’re privileged and honored to have the ability to serve the 
people. And these are the people that deserve our respect and our trust 
and our commitment. 

“I think of our vision of treating everyone equally fairly and with 
compassion. I just talk to the guys about the standard that we set in the 
league, in the organization. The league was really good about sending a 
memo basically reminding everyone about the overriding objective to 
foster inclusion. But, honestly, I didn’t have to read the memo. We 
shouldn’t have to read it. It’s unfortunate that we even need these 
reminders. Because these are things that we should already set our 
standards to. And we have a high set of standards and bar of excellence 
with his organization and it’s going to continue to be that way.” 

If that means creating a better, healthier atmosphere than the one Murray 
allegedly fostered, then that only makes going about the business of 
winning games a little easier. What attracted Solomon to Anaheim were 
the people that he would be dealing with from the top on down. In his six 
months, Solomon said he was never personally aware of abuse or 
toxicity behind the scenes. “From my personal experience, my 
introduction to this organization has been outstanding,” he said. 

It doesn’t mean everything was copacetic within the organization. It 
obviously wasn’t and hasn’t been. And that will be one thing Solomon 
looks to remedy. 

“I just reminded the players of the obligation that we have and the 
standard that we set in this organization,” Solomon said. “And I’ll make 
sure it’s enforced to treat everyone the right way. When I say everyone, I 
told them I mean everyone. It’s easy to be nice to the people that you 
report to. But really the test of a person’s character is how you treat 
people that you really don’t have to be nice to. But you should. It’s not a 
high bar that we really need to set but it’s one that we’re going to follow.” 

The Ducks haven’t talked much about Murray since Tuesday’s watershed 
moment. It’s probably best to not lionize him, at least not publicly. But 
they’re not running away from the issue of hockey’s workplace culture, 
which has come under increasing attention in recent years and 
dramatically highlighted by the Chicago Blackhawks scandal. 

“Like anything we do here, I think it’s important to address things head-
on,” coach Dallas Eakins said. “I’m not big on sweeping things under the 
rug or just walking past it. I talked to Ryan first like I always do. We talked 
about it as a team. We recognize it. We’re not going to ignore it. But we 
certainly didn’t want it to be a massive distraction on what we’re trying to 
do. And we just focused on getting ready for games. 

“It is as simple as that. It’s not a complicated issue. I’m not going to lie to 
you. Certainly, guys are talking about it when they’re walking around and 
it is a point of conversation. You’ve got to make the choice not to let it 
seep into or turn into an excuse or anything like that. 

“Yeah, is there some turmoil and some distraction? Yeah, absolutely. But 
there’s lots of that with every team in different ways every year. This 
one’s just obviously a little bit more public and on a bigger scale.” 

It all speaks to the kind of mental strength the Ducks have shown from 
the first puck drop of the season. They’ve dealt with lost late leads and 
lost points that seemed to be firmly in their pocket. They’re dealing with 
injuries right now. But they continue to persevere with everything thrown 
at them. 

The irony with their current run is that one could argue it began with 
losses on back-to-back nights to Buffalo and Vegas, defeats that were 
suffered beyond regulation but only after the Ducks erased three-goal 
deficits to force the extra time. On this road trip, which won’t soon be 
forgotten, they beat Vancouver in overtime on the strength of John 
Gibson’s spectacular 41-save performance despite losing a third-period 
lead. And then in Seattle, they answered four goals from the Kraken by 
scoring four of their own to quell any uprising and have Gibson’s back on 
a night when he was merely human. 

“They’re very unrattled by a team getting close, a team tying, a team 
going ahead,” Eakins said. “And I think that has a lot to do with our 
captain. Our leadership group. Adam Henrique is always cool as a 
cucumber on the bench. And so that kind of feeling and that kind of 
leadership in your locker room really settles in.” 

Like several of the Ducks’ players, Cam Fowler was greeted by Murray 
on draft night after the GM called out his name. Murray had been his 
boss for all 12 of his NHL seasons. Murray’s departure and the 
circumstances around represent “a difficult situation” the defenseman 
acknowledged, even if he and others don’t want to publicly dig into the 
man or the ongoing investigation he remains under right now. 

The games are the outlet to get away from the outside noise. The 
business of seeing a GM exit and dealing with a new one can be 
packaged up and put into a corner of their minds. That’s how it must work 
if you’re an athlete competing at the highest level. And that’s how the 
Ducks are making it work on the ice. 

“I think that’s part of being an athlete,” Fowler said. “Guys have their own 
unique ways of handling things. It’s something I’ve been working on for a 
while. But at the end of the day, we have a job to do. Whether it’s stuff 
with the team, family stuff, personal matters, you’re still expected to go 
out and perform and you have to get yourself mentally prepared to do 
that. 

“Guys all have unique ways of doing that, but I think it’s part of being an 
athlete at the end of the day. Being able to put that stuff aside. Go out 
and do your job.” 
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Ducks general manager search: 10 possible candidates to replace Bob 
Murray 

 

Eric Stephens 11/12/2021 

 

SEATTLE — Before this week, the only time Ducks owners Henry and 
Susan Samueli made a change at general manager was exactly 13 years 
ago Friday. In what was basically a transfer of power, Bob Murray took 
over for Brian Burke. 

Another change happened Wednesday, one that also was basically a 
transfer of power, albeit a far more unexpected one. 

Jeff Solomon has inherited Murray’s seat in a manner he couldn’t have 
possibly anticipated. Not even six full months since joining Anaheim as 
an assistant GM, Solomon is in charge on an interim basis after Murray 
resigned Wednesday following a team inquiry into an alleged sustained 
pattern of abusive behavior. 

As he sat at a podium inside Climate Pledge Arena, filling a public role he 
hasn’t operated in during his years as an NHL executive, Solomon 
discussed the “truly extraordinary and difficult circumstances” behind his 
move into a role Murray filled with complete authority. 

“This is really not what I envisioned when I joined the team six months 
ago,” Solomon said. “This was not part of my plan and is truly 
unfortunate. But this is where we find ourselves today.” 

Solomon’s first task when he arrived in Seattle on Wednesday was to 
address the Ducks’ players, coaches and traveling staff. Keeping a sense 
of stability amid the tumult is part of his immediate to-do list, but then he’ll 
get to running the team, and the former Los Angeles Kings cap specialist 
and contract negotiator will lean on the input of fellow top executives 
Martin Madden, Dave Nonis and Todd Marchant. 
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“I have been told that my responsibilities are the same as any general 
manager in the league,” Solomon said. “There’s no restrictions on me 
and I would expect the process to be very similar to the one that I just 
spent the last 15 years in (with the Kings). We’ll continue to execute the 
plan the way we envisioned it.” 

Ultimately, the Samuelis will need to hire a permanent GM, and in the 
team’s official release after Murray’s resignation, the couple stated they 
will conduct a “methodical, extensive search” that could last until next 
summer. 

Could they stay within the organization, as was the case in 2008 when 
Murray took over? Or could they venture out, which doesn’t happen often 
in Anaheim but did when Murray hired Solomon? The Ducks job looks 
much more attractive job these days, given the current combination of 
performing veterans and high-end youngsters who could be centerpieces 
for their future. 

Let’s look at 10 possible candidates for the permanent job. 

The in-house candidates 

Jeff Solomon 

Current role: Ducks interim general manager 

 Age: 63 

With the Ducks on a six-game winning streak — their longest in over five 
years — and continuing to build momentum, it presents an opportunity 
that Solomon could take advantage of as he puts his own stamp on their 
operation. But he wasn’t about to campaign two days into the new job. 
“Honestly, I haven’t even given that a second thought,” Solomon said 
Thursday. “I’m thinking about getting the team past yesterday and then 
past today and taking it one day at a time and doing the best job that I 
can. It’s way in the back of my mind and way down the road. It’s really 
not even a factor to me.” 

In addition to negotiating deals with Ducks players, Solomon is beefing 
up the team’s analytics in the manner that he did with L.A. The drawback 
is that Solomon is limited in the areas of player evaluation and team 
construction. How he manages the trade deadline – especially with three 
potential big unrestricted agents in Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson and 
Rickard Rakell – and the team’s development over the rest of the season 
could play a big role in his consideration. 

Martin Madden 

Current role: Ducks assistant general manager 

Age: 50 

The son of former NHL GM Martin Madden, Sr., has made a name for 
himself for his scouting acumen and has been the centerpiece of the 
Ducks’ drafts, which have proven fruitful over his 14 years with the 
franchise. Madden was promoted to assistant GM two years ago to rebuff 
overtures by Seattle GM Ron Francis, who once had Madden as a key 
scout in Carolina. His duties have expanded into a continued evaluation 
of the other NHL clubs as well as the players on the Ducks, and he’ll 
have more of a say in potential player acquisitions or other moves. If not 
with Anaheim, Madden could be interested in the Montreal job if Marc 
Bergevin and the Canadiens were to part ways after this season. 

Dave Nonis 

Current role: Ducks assistant general manager 

Age: 55 

Nonis knows the GM gig, having been under the intense spotlight in 
Vancouver and Toronto. Those two experiences were mixed at best and 
the thought of him getting the job has already ruffled some Ducks fans, 
but he has a long association with Burke and a lengthy track record in 
different front offices. He had Murray’s ear and was a confidant of the 
now-displaced executive. Currently, Nonis represents the club on some 
road trips. He has negotiated contracts in the past and isn’t shy when it 

comes to making trades, though his record with both has been spotty. 
His Canucks and Maple Leafs teams struggled when they had higher 
expectations. 

The outsider candidates 

Michael Futa 

Current role: Carolina Hurricanes senior consultant to the general 
manager 

Age: 54 

Futa has long been thought of as someone more than ready to run his 
own team. He has a good thing going right now as a consultant to 
Carolina GM Don Waddell, but it’s hard to imagine him not being 
interested if the Ducks came calling. In 13 years with the Kings, Futa had 
an influential hand in shaping the rosters that won Stanley Cups in 2012 
and 2014. He was promoted from scouting director to assistant GM 
under Rob Blake, but his fingerprints were over the Kings’ rise to power. 
“There’s no question in the building process that he was a core guy,” 
former Kings GM Dean Lombardi told The Athletic’s Lisa Dillman and 
Josh Cooper in a 2020 story. Would Futa be hesitant to compete with 
Solomon for Anaheim’s top job after working side by side with him for 
many years? 

Mike Gillis 

Current role: NHL players’ association consultant 

Age: 62 

It has been a decade since his Vancouver team got to Game 7 of the 
Stanley Cup Final and seven years since his ouster from the Canucks, 
but there’s no denying the success the team had under Gillis. His drafting 
was not a strength, but he managed to lock in core pieces of those clubs 
at team-friendly rates during their prime years. While there may be a lure 
to get back into team business, Gillis also could be in line to succeed 
Donald Fehr as the NHLPA’s executive director. In July, the union hired 
Gillis in a consulting role. He was once a prominent agent and has 
extensive experience as a battle-tested negotiator. His personality has 
rubbed some the wrong way in the past, but he is known for being a 
forward thinker and for challenging conventional thought. 

Jeff Gorton 

Current role: NHL Network studio analyst 

Age: 53 

Handed his walking papers in May by New York Rangers owner James 
Dolan in a surprise move, Gorton figures to be back in a managerial role 
at some point. The native of Melrose, Mass., famously put out “The 
Letter” to the Rangers’ fan base about the franchise’s clear intention to 
rebuild, and then set about putting the club on a path forward through the 
drafting of Alexis Lafrenière, Kaapo Kakko, Filip Chytil and K’Andre 
Miller. He signed star Artemi Panarin and inked top college defenseman 
Adam Fox, who is the reigning Norris Trophy winner. But while some 
Rangers top picks have yet to develop into consistent impact players, 
Gorton also has the history of bringing Tuukka Rask and Brad Marchand 
to Boston when he was the Bruins’ interim GM. Currently, Gorton is 
staying on the radar as an analyst for NHL Network. 

The out-of-the-blue candidates 

Sean Burke 

Current role: Montreal Canadiens director of goaltending 

Age: 54 

The former goaltender has plenty of scouting experience and has worked 
in front offices. Burke has managerial experience as well, with a stint 
heading the Canada men’s hockey team in the 2018 Olympics in addition 
to overseeing the national team in other tournaments. He has previously 
interviewed in Edmonton and Seattle. Burke also spends a lot of time in 
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Southern California. A resurgent Anaheim franchise could pique his 
interest. 

Kevin Weekes 

Current role: ESPN studio and game analyst 

Age: 46 

Affable and full of personality, Weekes is a great communicator with a 
cell phone full of league contacts and is as connected as anybody in 
hockey. He has been building a presence on television for years and has 
cushy gigs with NHL Network and now ESPN as it re-enters coverage of 
the league. But he has long been intrigued with team management and 
the Ducks, with their potential new core in development, could be very 
appealing. Florida and Pittsburgh have shown real interest in Weekes 
before respectively opting for Bill Zito and Ron Hextall. 

Jim Rutherford 

Age: 72 

While he might be at an advanced age, Rutherford doesn’t feel his days 
of managing are over. A member of the Hockey Hall of Fame in the 
builder category, the former goalie has three Stanley Cup championships 
to his name, as he constructed the Carolina club that won it all in 2006 
and led Pittsburgh to back-to-back rings in 2016 and 2017. Rutherford, 
who unexpectedly resigned early last season, has never met a trade that 
he didn’t like and would be a complete departure from Murray in terms of 
his activity in that market. 

Chris Pronger 

Age: 47 

Pronger dabbled in management with the Florida Panthers and spent 
three years in the NHL’s Player Safety department after his retirement. 
Certainly, he knows Anaheim and his name carries fondness within the 
Ducks’ fan base. But the one-time feared defenseman appears very 
content helping run his wife’s luxury travel business. It might still be worth 
making a call to gauge his interest, if not as GM but perhaps another 
impactful role in the organization. 
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LeBrun rumblings: Jack Campbell's next contract, Ducks' GM search, 
Eric Staal's future 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

So, what’s Jack Campbell worth on his next contract? 

That answer might be different six months from now after his first full 
season as a No. 1 netminder than it is right at this moment. 

Campbell, one of GM Kyle Dubas’ more impressive trades as colleague 
Jonas Siegel wrote earlier this week, took over as No. 1 for an injured 
Frederik Andersen last season and really hasn’t looked back. 

But that was a shortened season, to be sure. This year is his first crack at 
doing it over a normal-length season. So far the results speak for 
themselves with a .936 save percentage over 12 games. Still, it’s fair to 
monitor his durability given his past injury problems. 

All of which is to say, his next contract will be rather intriguing. 

Sources said this week there haven’t been any material talks between 
the Leafs and Campbell’s camp led, by agent Kurt Overhardt, over the 
past month, so basically things went quiet once the regular season 
began. 

Campbell, a pending UFA, is obviously looking at a sizeable raise over 
his $1.65 million AAV. It’s pretty clear he wants to stay in Toronto where 
he loves it and has found a great career opportunity. It’s also pretty clear 
where the market is for starting goalies. 

Some recent goalie signings: 

The Cal Petersen extension stings the Leafs. I suspect they were not 
thrilled with it. Petersen, 27, signed it after just 54 games in the NHL. 
Campbell, 29, is approaching 100 games. You better believe Overhardt 
will bring up that contract in his discussions with the Leafs if he didn’t 
already back in September when it was signed. 

On the flip side, Juuse Saros has a deeper track record than Campbell 
and signing for $5 million will be useful for the Leafs in their efforts to get 
Campbell for less than $5 million a year. The bottom line is, if Campbell 
is staying in Toronto past this season, given the Leafs’ cap issues, his 
AAV probably has to start with a “4” even though the market would 
seemingly indicate around $5 million a year or more is his value on a 4-5 
year deal if he has another solid year. 

“It is hard to see how he wouldn’t be ahead of Petersen and (Linus) 
Ullmark, and he might end up ahead of (Elvis) Merzlikins as well,’’ said 
one rival NHL team executive. 

That would be tough for the Leafs to make work. 

But let’s see how the season plays out. If Campbell shows durability and 
leads the Leafs over the playoff hump, that’s a win-win for both sides and 
I would imagine the Leafs would gladly perform cap gymnastics to lock 
him up. 

Even as it stands with the Morgan Rielly extension, Toronto once again 
will have a tricky offseason cap-wise. The Campbell contract obviously 
adds to that. 

And no doubt Leafs management will point out in their talks with 
Campbell’s camp that Rielly left money on the table to extend with the 
Leafs. They will hope Campbell does the same to make it work. 

NHL speaks with Sheldon Kennedy 

It certainly surprised a lot of people recently when I quoted Sheldon 
Kennedy, in the wake of the Blackhawks scandal, saying he had never 
heard from the NHL in all his years of his Respect Group doing 
prevention education related to bullying, abuse, harassment and 
discrimination. 

That has changed. Kennedy this week spoke with NHL senior executive 
vice-president Kim Davis and came away impressed. 

“I did have a call with Kim Davis at the NHL,’’ Kennedy said. “I felt a real 
clear understanding of the human issues at the forefront from Kim and a 
continued urgency and commitment for concrete action.’’ 

The sense at this point is that more conversations are on tap between 
Kennedy and Davis. 

Ducks to be patient with GM search 

Ducks owners Henry and Susan Samueli made it clear in a statement 
Wednesday that the search to replace GM Bob Murray will be 
“methodical’’ and “extensive.’’ 

Murray, the third-longest tenured GM in the NHL, forcibly stepped down 
Wednesday in the wake of an ongoing investigation related to his 
professional conduct. It was also announced the 66-year-old would enroll 
in an alcohol abuse program. 

The Ducks owners haven’t had to perform a GM search in a very long 
time. Murray was elevated to GM in 2008 from his AGM position after 
then-GM Brian Burke went to Toronto. The Samuelis last went outside 
the organization to hire a GM when they named Burke GM in 2005. 

So it would make sense they won’t be in a hurry to get through this GM 
search, and I think part of that thinking is the belief inside the 
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organization that some of the candidates they will want to talk to perhaps 
won’t be made available by other NHL front offices until after the season. 

It’s not to say they won’t interview other candidates before then, because 
I think they will, but they may also want to wait for others this offseason. 

Forsberg negotiations to start soon 

There really haven’t been any contract discussions yet between the 
Nashville Predators and Filip Forsberg’s camp, led by agent J.P. Barry, 
but word is both sides recently agreed they should get the ball rolling 
soon. 

The Predators were under a deadline imposed by agent Kurt Overhardt 
to get Mattias Ekholm signed before the regular season began and they 
got that deal done. 

Now Forsberg is on deck. The 27-year-old pending UFA is in the last 
year of a six-year contract which carries a $6 million AAV. 

Because he’s still just 27, my sense is Forsberg’s camp will commence 
proceedings looking at an eight-year max deal. 

I wonder if Gabriel Landeskog’s eight-year extension will be used by 
either side in the Forsberg negotiation as a potential comparison, the 
Avalanche captain signing for $56 million ($7 million AAV) in July. 

Forsberg’s career average of 29.4 goals per 82 games is ahead of 
Landeskog’s 26.2-goal average per 82 games although they’re a different 
type of player. Forsberg is two years younger. 

I would think Forsberg’s camp will want more than Landeskog. 

And I mean, Matt Duchene’s Predators contract alone also factors in. 
Duchene, off to a nice start this season, makes $8 million a year and I 
can’t see how Forsberg’s camp would want to settle for less than that 
deal. 

So on an eight-year deal, I’m thinking somewhere north of $8 million a 
year is where the conversation begins for Forsberg. Where it ends up is 
another story. 

Eric Staal still looking for a team 

Eric Staal continues to skate every day at his home in Minnesota with the 
hope the phone will soon ring for his services. 

The UFA center hasn’t given up hope yet on returning for another NHL 
season. His agent, Rick Curran, has been in regular dialogue with 3-4 
teams and I think the sense is that around U.S. Thanksgiving those 
teams might decide whether or not they need to bring in a guy like Staal, 
who would come in cheap on a minimum contract. 

I find it hard to believe Staal can’t help a team still. 

No magic fix for the Canadiens 

Don’t expect any desperate moves to pull the struggling Canadiens out of 
the mud. There is no trade fix on the horizon as far as I can tell. And 
head coach Dominique Ducharme is safe. After all, he was made the full-
time head coach just a few months ago. Seems a bit ridiculous for 
anyone to suggest he should be fired no matter how brutal the opening 
month has been for Montreal. 

I didn’t think the Canadiens were a playoff team entering this season 
after their offseason roster losses plus starting the year without Carey 
Price. But never did I think it would be this difficult. 

But it is nevertheless a fact that the Canadiens are built on their goalie 
and their top 4 on D. That’s what carried them to the Stanley Cup Final. 

They’ve been missing the goalie and two of their top four defensemen. 
That’s going to affect any team, although I’m not sure anyone in the 
organization possibly thought it would be this drastic. 

As for Price, he didn’t skate for about 40 days so his return isn’t 
imminent. As he stated in his courageous statement earlier this week, 

he’s just not sure when he will play again and that’s fine, there are more 
important things at play here. 

Meanwhile, status quo with GM Marc Bergevin and his expiring contract. 
I don’t believe there have been any further discussions between the GM 
and owner Geoff Molson about his future since the regular season 
began, which is what the team said would be the case, that situation 
shelved until after the season. 

As things stand now, it sure looks as though this will be Bergevin’s final 
season in Montreal, which I think he’s at peace with after a decade at the 
helm. 

Now, stranger things have happened. There’s nothing stopping Molson 
from making a new contract offer in the New Year. It’s just that you don’t 
get the feeling that’s going to happen at this point. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings (Taylor’s Version): The Panthers and 
Hurricanes are trouble, but the Wild have us seeing red 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille  

Nov 12, 2021 

 

Every once in a while the power rankings devolve into complete chaos as 
we try to shoehorn some random theme into the mix that has absolutely 
nothing to do with hockey. As some of you know All Too Well, this isn’t 
the first time. It won’t be The Last Time either. Listen, it’s tough to say the 
same boring thing about the same teams every week — sometimes we 
have to spice things up. 

Consider yourself The Lucky One for being blessed with our dedication to 
keeping these things as fun as possible. We could mail it in every week 
(and sometimes I Almost Do) but our readers deserve only Starlight in 
the form of eccentric power rankings. Creativity is what makes people 
Come Back. Be Here every week to enjoy the spectacle. 

This week, we Begin Again with the theme many have been waiting for: 
it’s a Taylor Swift-themed power ranking. We’re happy, free, confused 
and lonely in the best way. For Sean, it’s miserable. For me, Dom, it’s 
magical. It is possible that as a writing duo We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together after this one as Sean did have to be coerced into it with 
roughly 22 minutes of convincing. 

He should’ve said “I Knew You Were Trouble” given my previous pattern 
for this specific gimmick, but it’s not like Everything Has Changed here. 
There’s already been a precedent set for Sean being bullied into a theme 
he’s not happy about with The Sour Rankings. But he’s accepted the call 
with a State Of Grace and will Stay, Stay, Stay — understanding that the 
Holy Ground of these rankings has not been desecrated in a 
Treacherous way. 

The reason for this is obvious as today is the day Taylor is releasing a re-
recording of arguably her most beloved album, 2012’s Red, which 
features a plethora of Sad, Beautiful, Tragic bangers. To mark that 
occasion, I’ve picked one lyric from the album that best describes each 
team so far this season and Sean has simply been forced to go along 
with it. That’s The Moment I Knew I had a good teammate. 

The rankings themselves are the same as usual. They’ll obviously differ 
from what any random boy or Girl At Home will have, especially those 
who simply surf the standings page on NHL.com. That’s the beauty of it 
as these aren’t just a regurgitation of the standings — actual or projected 
— they’re our week-to-week choices based on a combination of what’s 
happened, what we think will happen, and of course — the vibes. 
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So here it is, the NHL power rankings (Taylor’s Version). 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 10-1-0 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Carolina took a lot of flak during the offseason going against the 
grain with some key personnel decisions. Any other team would’ve stuck 
it out and played it safe, but the Hurricanes took a risk and have been 
rewarded for it. The goaltending has been spectacular, the new-look 
defense is strong from top to bottom, and the team’s power play hasn’t 
missed much of a beat without Dougie Hamilton. 

Ethan Bear deserves some special recognition among the newcomers. 
He currently leads the team in expected goals percentage while playing 
top pair minutes. The Hurricanes have the best record in hockey and 
though this isn’t simply a standings retread, they deserve the top spot 
this week. They’re proving a lot of skeptics wrong. 

Sean: Oh, hello. Thanks for letting me type something all the way down 
here. The honor is mine. Didn’t think my services would be required this 
week. To everyone reading this with the same level of bemusement: 
Sometimes you’ve just got to get out of the kid’s way and let him cook. 
This is one of those times. These chips can be cashed at a later date. 

Anywho, the Hurricanes are undeniable at the moment. Best goal 
differential in the league (plus-20). Best points percentage in the league 
(.909). Best goals for percentage in the league (67.57). A top-10 
expected goals rate. Cherry on top — Tony DeAngelo is only getting 
fined for diving, not abusing officials or teammates or podcast reviewers 
or whatever. Yep, things are going well. And oh, those cheeky tweets! 
We love Carolina! 

Shoutout to Andrei Svechnikov, who started the night seventh in the NHL 
in scoring. Seems like the breakout we accounted for in the player 
rankings is well underway. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 10-2-2 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Ah, I see what I’m gonna have to do here. Time to decipher lyrics 
from songs I listened to once in my sister’s car 10 years ago. Dom picked 
this because their name is NOT at the top of our list. Neat. 

It’s a pretty blah week of results for the Panthers, yeah? Only getting 
three out of eight points, solid process aside, is more than enough to 
drop them behind the Hurricanes. We both came close to doing it a week 
ago. Tough scheduling break, too; I just watched them lose their third 
game in four nights, in a shootout to the Penguins. Bright side — Sergei 
Bobrovsky gave them a chance in a wild game. 

Also, know who we’re gonna have a great time watching for the next 
several years? Anton Lundell. 

Sheesh. 

Dom: Listen, they can’t all be winners. Either way, it’s not my fault you 
didn’t do the required readings for this version of the power rankings. 

3. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 9-4-0 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: The Minnesota Wild are lighting it up early in the season, off to one 
of their best starts in franchise history. It’s cause for celebration for the 
Central Division’s belle of the ball, and yet there hasn’t been much 
obnoxious noise made from the self-proclaimed No. 1 Minnesota Wild 
Fan. “He said he’d be here.” Oops, sorry. At least I still got that jersey, in 
my drawer, even now. 

Of course, the one time I come crawling back to watch the team (and bet 
on them), they get ruined by an injury-depleted Vegas team starting its 
backup goalie. Sigh. 

Sean: We made it through two teams before you put yourself in the role 
of Jake Gyllenhaal. I had the over/under set at 4.5. The biggest news for 
the Wild this week? TNT referred to him as Kirill “The Thrill” Kaprizov in a 
PR email. They’re going to make the nickname happen, even if they 
force it. 

4. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 10-2-0 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Here, Dom has assumed the Taylor Swift character and is singing 
about Connor McDavid. Our narrator has lamented the ref-assisted 
playoff flameout for months, but McDavid is making him believe that next 
time, maybe, things will be different. John Tortorella disagrees. 

And y’know what? He’s basically right. Officials aren’t going to call shit in 
the playoffs. It’s never going to change. McDavid will be 800th in 
penalties drawn from now until the day he retires. There is no hope. 

Dom: It was more of a commentary on the general lack of belief in the 
team after said flameout only to see them cruise to a 10-2-0 start. This 
version is better than that version and there’s some hope that this is 
finally the year Edmonton goes for a deep run. Your thing also works 
though, enough to be pessimistic that the Oilers’ season will end the way 
most Taylor Swift songs do: in tears. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 7-3-3 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: Who knew that the answer to turning the boring and bad Flames 
into the exciting and elite Flames was to hook up with an old flame from a 
decade ago? That usually never works out, but the Flames have 
rekindled some serious magic with Darryl Sutter. They’re rocking a strong 
7-3-3 record while sporting the third-best expected goals percentage in 
the league, with a top-five scoring chance rate. 

They look a lot closer to the 2019 version of the Flames, the one that 
won the West and the version they’ve auspiciously avoided ever since. 
Funny that Sutter is the guy to lead them back to the style of play this 
team should be playing: fast and fun. 

Sean: Yeah, I tweeted this earlier, but I’m just going to re-up here; 
Andrew Mangiapane is, at worst, a top-10 Fun Player in the league thus 
far. 

Does it matter that he’s shooting 33 percent? Not in this house. We’re 
very, very close to the “Andrew Mangiapane for Team Canada” 
bandwagon reaching breakneck speeds. 

6. Boston Bruins 
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Record: 6-5-0 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: Got this one. Real easy. Bruins fans are the narrator, and they’re 
singing to Tuukka Rask. Linus Ullmark’s save percentage is down to .903 
after the Oilers hung five on him, including two in the third by Leon 
Draisaitl. Jeremy Swayman isn’t doing much better. All those gaudy 5-on-
5 numbers don’t matter if the dudes in net don’t do their jobs. 

Dom: One of the fun things about writing this in Google Docs is watching 
Sean’s pink cursor hover under a lyric for several minutes, knowing he’s 
sitting there cursing my name. I almost texted him that it’s about Tuukka, 
but I’m glad he got there on his own. 

Sean: I looked up the goalie stats before I started typing. Other ones are 
gonna cause problems. Not here. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 8-5-1 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: This lyric is it, so perfect that I’m convinced it actually is about the 
Leafs and not Jake Gyllenhaal. The team has won six of seven and has 
generally looked strong in the process. The best team at generating 
scoring chances and The Big Four are heating up. They’ll be fine. Of 
course… we’ll see how suddenly it all ends in the playoffs. 

Sean: I openly whined about putting them here, but I had to vote my 
conscience. “They’re the Leafs” is the only reason to deduct points, and 
that’s just not enough to put them behind, like, teams with 30 percent 
expected goals rates or a dozen overtime losses. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 8-2-2 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Dom has again placed himself in the Gyllenhaal role. He sits 
around thinking of ways to antagonize Blues fans. A real sick guy! He 
thinks it’s funny when you people are mad! Focus on that, and ignore that 
pesky 47 percent expected goals rate. 

Dom: See this is why I asked you to spend the day familiarizing yourself 
with the source material. This song isn’t even about ol’ Jake (who we 
hate, by the way). But I will admit, it is super funny seeing Blues fans get 
mad because the team is ranked 11th and not fifth or sixth or whatever. 
Here you go: eighth. We’ll ignore that y’all lost to the David Rittich-led 
Predators and that those underlyings stink. 

9. Washington Capitals 

Record: 7-2-4 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Despite missing a ton of guys to injury the Capitals keep putting in 
work and getting things done. Even a slow start on Thursday against the 
Red Wings couldn’t deter them as they did their Caps thing and scored 
two goals against the run of play. Then they carried it for the rest of the 

game – a new wrinkle to their game this season as one of the league’s 
best possession teams. 

Shame on me for always doubting them every season as they always 
find a way to deliver, but I really didn’t expect such an epic Alex Ovechkin 
renaissance, or for the team to be an expected goals juggernaut while 
missing several key players. Hell, they’re even getting debut shutouts 
from rookie goalies. Congrats to Zach Fucale on that feat last night, I 
could’ve sworn his NHL debut happened like four years ago. 

Sean: Yeah, Dom campaigned to drop the Caps down, like, 30 seconds 
into that game. 

I wasn’t against the concept. The loser point, as we’ve established, is a 
joke. But this is also a weird area of The Rankings™. The flaws get a 
little more obvious and a little more widespread. But yeah, I thought 
Fucale started games during the Obama administration. Good for him. 

Dom: Let’s get a timestamp going for clarity. It was closer to 10 minutes 
into the game, but still a bad take, yes. 

10. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 6-3-3 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Is this about Nikita Kucherov’s lower body? Erik Cernak’s arm? 
The offseason in general? The power play (3-for-29 in their past 10 
games)? Too many choices here. Not a good sign. 

Dom: It was about the offseason and how this team is not nearly as good 
after it. The two-time Cup winners were The Perfect Team. Unfortunately, 
the salary cap is real after all. This team isn’t at the same level after that. 

11. New York Rangers 

Record: 7-3-3 

Last Week: 12 

Dom: Folks, let’s check in on the Rangers dynamic duo drafted with top 
two picks in back-to-back years. 

Kaapo Kakko: nine games, zero points, 37 percent expected goals rate. 

Alexis Lafrenière: 13 games, four points, 45 percent expected goals rate. 

Yuck. That the team is 7-3-3 despite their young blue-chippers not 
developing as expected and their twin forward superstars getting run 
over at five-on-five is astonishing. All hail Igor Shesterkin. 

Sean: Yeah, this has turned into a weekly meeting of the Igor Shesterkin 
appreciation society. He’s fourth in goals saved above expected (7.21) 
and eighth in save percentage among goalies with at least six starts 
(.928). Look out. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 7-3-3 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: A) I know this song. B) This is the first lyric that I’ve struggled with. 
I think it’s about the upward creep of Winnipeg’s 5-on-5 numbers. They’re 
not as bad there as they were last season, so there’s less of a need for 
Dom (back in the narrator role here) to pick fights with the fanbase. 

Dom: Good. Do you like this song? 

Sean: I have no opinion on this song. I have no opinion on Taylor Swift. 
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13. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 5-5-1 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom: That’s supposed to be a joke about Jack Johnson, but he 
inexplicably has a 58 percent expected goals rate (!!!) to start the year? 
Good for him. 

Last night’s 7-1 walloping of the Canucks was encouraging, but it’s still 
tough to shake off the overall stench of a 5-5-1 record. This team was 
supposed to be running away with the league and while they’ve been 
dealt a tough hand with injuries, it still feels like the stars that have played 
should be better. Now everyone else is healthy, but they have to survive 
a few weeks without star center Nathan MacKinnon. Tough luck so far. 

Sean: My big prediction for the Avs was that MacKinnon would get hurt 
and not lead them in points … and that Cale Makar would. He’s getting 
his shot, but he’s three points behind Gabriel Landeskog and Nazem 
Kadri. Plus, he’s five percentage points behind Jack Johnson in expected 
goals rate. How good could he be? 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 5-3-4 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Ah, she’s singing to Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. The funny 
thing about the Penguins is that they’re doing fine without those guys 
(and Mike Sullivan, who’s also out due to COVID). That’s a really good 5-
on-5 team with some finishing issues — a really low team shooting 
percentage, a goals share well below its expectation — that should 
normalize even before the big boys return. 

15. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 7-3-2 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: Jack Hughes, the team’s most important forward, was injured in the 
second game of the season and things looked immediately bleak for a 
team hoping to take a step forward. The Devils have surprisingly gone 5-
3-2 since, which is a tidy piece of business for a team with a lot of 
question marks going into the season. Nico Hischier has stepped up in 
the absence of Hughes with eight points in 12 games and a 56 percent 
expected goals rate. Once Hughes comes back, that’s a really strong 
one-two punch. 

Sean: “Which of the other young Devils is good” is a fun recurring 
segment. Jesper Bratt has my attention, at the moment. 

16. New York Islanders 

Record: 5-4-2 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

“Baby, I miss you and I swear I’m gonna change, trust me” 

Remember how that lasted for a day? 

Sean: It turned into a pretty blasé week for the Isles, who chased two 
wins with a dud loss against the Wild. On a larger scale, this could be a 
reference to a prevailing preseason narrative: They’re the favorites now. 
Treat them as such. And buddy, they haven’t lived up to it. 

Dom: Yeah, they’ve been pretty underwhelming so far. Maybe when they 
finally play a home game they’ll actually look like the team that’s earned 
respect over the last couple of seasons. The five-on-five numbers are still 
pretty strong, but it feels like something is missing here. 

17. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 6-3-2 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: This one feels like it would’ve been an easy one for Sean to 
decipher, so maybe I should’ve left it for him. Philadelphia is sitting OK 
with a 6-3-2 record and a plus-five goal differential, but the team’s 
expected goal differential is minus-6.8, third-worst in the league. The 
difference between the two is the third highest in the league. The Flyers 
deserve some good luck after last season’s debacle, especially in net 
where the team has collectively saved 11 goals above expected to start. 

Sean: Yeah, and they’ve needed it. They started the season on a 
shooting percentage bender, which has since ended, the power play is in 
rough shape, and they’re an elite forward away from being a team to 
worry all that much about. Charlie O’Connor did a good job breaking all 
that down a couple of days ago. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 8-5-1 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: I get this one in theory — the Kings have all these prospects who 
everyone loves so much — but … how good have they been, really? 
Quinton Byfield is hurt, Gabe Vilardi and Alex Turcotte have been pretty 
meh. Actually never mind, you’re talking about Cal Peterson. His last 
three starts: .943, .913 and .929. Jonathan Quick is playing well, too. 
That’s how you win seven in a row. 

19. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 7-5-1 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: No one expected the Sharks to have a winning record or hang 
around the playoff race like this, even if it’s still early. The core was an 
aging wreck and it was hard to be optimistic for a resurgence, but Logan 
Couture, Erik Karlsson and Brent Burns have been doing just that. They 
don’t look quite as good as they did in their prime, but it’s a stark 
improvement over the past two years. Couture is a point-per-game player 
again while being dominant at five-on-five, while both Karlsson and Burns 
have produced some big numbers. Will it last? Probably not. But it’s nice 
for now. 

Sean: Patrick Marleau is available. 

Laurent Brossoit and Keegan Kolesar (Stephen R. Sylvanie / USA 
TODAY) 

20. Vegas Golden Knights 
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Record: 8-6-0 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: Wow, I didn’t know Taylor Swift wrote a song about Bill Foley. 
Honestly, I was ready to stop paying attention to this team. Said it last 
week and everything — if they’re punting to next season, God bless, but 
I’m not going to bother myself with it. But now, we know that Jack Eichel 
was set to walk out of the hospital after his 45-minute neck surgery and 
start a rehab process that could be over in three months. They might be 
able to tread water until then, given how stinky that division is. 

Dom: They’ve won four of their last five and rumors of Alex Pietrangelo’s 
demise have been exaggerated. 

Sean: By you! 

Dom: Whatever, I just said he’s been bad not that he’ll stay bad forever! 
Six points in his last five games, stellar five-on-five numbers and leads 
Vegas in Game Score. He’s back, that’s what matters. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Record: 8-5-1 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom: Nashville looked to be in desperate need of a rebuild before the 
season started, but it’s very hard to move in that direction when the team 
just keeps winning. 

A hot 8-5-1 start has the Preds back in that will-they won’t-they frame of 
mind. Now the goal is back to “making the playoffs” and why not, with the 
team’s best players playing the way they have. Matt Duchene looks like 
he’s worth $8 million again, Mikael Granlund remembered how to score, 
Roman Josi looks like wants to add another Norris trophy to his mantle, 
and Juuse Saros is staking a claim as one of the league’s best goalies. 

That core will do just fine as a playoff team. It’s good enough, but this 
team should aspire for better. 

Sean: Yeah, I’m glad to see them do … something? I guess? A teardown 
would’ve been more interesting, but I’m not sure that would’ve been 
possible without some rehab work by their theoretically movable guys. If 
I’m a Preds fan, I’m excited about this mainly because it opens up some 
more realistic trades. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 7-3-0 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Pretty self-explanatory here. Columbus has won four of five, 
putting them at 7-3-0 on the season. They’re 27th in the league in 
expected goals rate, so don’t bet on it holding up, but it’s fun to watch a 
team that should be awful catch a hot one. Load the cannons. 

Dom: Aaron Portzline put out a great piece the other day diving into 
whether the team can keep it going or not. Enjoy the ride for now, but this 
team will come down like a cannonball soon. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 7-6-2 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: At their absolute worst, the Red Wings kept striking out at the draft 
lottery. It’s a devastating blow for a team designed to be bad and year 
after year the team had to settle for a lower pick making the rebuild that 
much harder. 

Well, a team can do much worse than “settling” for Lucas Raymond, 
drafted fourth in 2020, and Moritz Seider, drafted sixth in 2019. It’s super 
early, but both players have flashed star potential already, helping the 
Red Wings get off to a much stronger start than expected. It probably 
won’t last, but faith in the Yzerplan is finally being rewarded. This team is 
on the cusp of a turnaround. 

Sean: Yep. If I’m a Wings fan, I’m ready to go all-in and root for them to 
win every game. If they end up with the 11th-best lottery shot, so be it. 
What’s done is done. Enjoy Raymond and Seider. There’s value in 
chasing a winning record, even if it doesn’t last. 

24. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 8-4-3 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom: The Anaheim Ducks have won six straight and are now 8-4-3. Of 
all the wacky, weird shit that’s happened to start the season, this is by far 
the most odd. I mean, they somehow have a top-five power play after 
finishing dead last year with an 8.9 percent conversion rate. This team 
doesn’t feel real. Troy Terry has a point in 13 straight games which 
absolutely sounds made up. Eleven goals, 19 points. Sure. 

Sean: Someone asked about Terry’s streak in a podcast mailbag, back 
when it was at 11 or 12, and it was news to me. Good for the Ducks. 
Between this and the fact that Bob Murray isn’t around to scream at 
administrative assistants or whatever, things are looking up. 

25. Dallas Stars 

Record: 4-6-2 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: The bubble was a long time ago, my boy. Stuff is well and truly off 
the rails in Dallas. Blake Comeau seems like a desperate sacrifice to the 
waiver-wire gods. Let’s see if it works. (It will not work.) 

Dom: Once Roope Hintz starts earning an on-ice shooting percentage 
north of three percent it’s over for everybody. 

Sean: Except for Rick Bowness. It’ll be over for him much earlier. 

26. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 4-9-1 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

New to town with a made-up name 

Dom: I’ve watched almost every Kraken game and it feels like they have 
the opposite of whatever magic Vegas had that first season. There have 
been so many games where they’ve looked good enough to win and just 
haven’t. Philipp Grubauer being downright awful isn’t helping. The 
amount of bad goals that dude has let in is absurd. 
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Sean: For one, rival GMs weren’t dumb enough to gift-wrap Ron Francis 
a first line and draft-pick war chest. For two, Grubauer stinks. In a perfect 
world, he’d be playing the part of 2016 Marc-Andre Fleury. He hasn’t 
come close. 

Dom: I’ll debate that first point in the sense that Jordan Eberle is as good 
as James Neal was that year and Yanni Gourde was better than William 
Karlsson was supposed to be. 

Sean: Did Francis get those guys as a pay-off for taking other good 
players? 

Dom: Fair enough, but I still think if Grubauer is just average the narrative 
is very different here. 

Sean: He’s the single biggest issue there. Second place is miles behind. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 5-7-2 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: It’s a competent GM. But the moment most of us knew was like five 
years ago. Thursday night’s loss was particularly gross and you’d think 
“there’s no way ol’ Jimbo survives this one,” but it’s the toxic relationship 
that just won’t end. Just rip the Band-Aid off, Vancouver. 

Sean: As a group, NHL GMs are a whole lot better than they were, say, 
in 2016. We’ve still got our outliers, though. Most predictable shit 
imaginable. The tweets have been good, though. 

Dom: As someone who had the unpleasant experience of watching that 
movie this summer I truly did not need the reminder of its existence. 
Benning’s tenure is still probably worse though. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 5-5-2 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Too well 

Sean: Next up in the Jake Gyllenhaal role, we have … Terry Pegula? I 
don’t really know this song, but people seem to be upset by it. Not many 
relationships in hockey are more toxic than the one between the Sabres 
and their fans. 

Dom: “I don’t know this song.” Fix that, first of all. Second of all, this one 
is more about the relationship between Jack Eichel and the fan base. 

Sean: Jack didn’t do anything wrong. Leave him alone. 

Dom: Listen, I am obviously Team Jack here, but if I’m a Sabres fan I’d 
probably still be a little salty about the whole thing even if it was 
ownership’s fault. 

29. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 4-10-1 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: The Canadiens got a big win against the red-hot Flames and have 
been playing shockingly good hockey of late — but this hole feels like it’s 
way too deep to get out of. This team is so far gone from the one that 
made it all the way to the Cup final last season and that has to be a 

disappointing feeling for Habs Nation. That run should’ve been 
something to build off of and while it’s not the same team, the current 
version should be a lot better than this. 

Sean: Yeah, but it shouldn’t be good, either. I realize people are losing 
their minds over it all because reality hurts, but … I don’t know. I’m not all 
that surprised. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 3-9-1 

Last Week: 230 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 31 

Now I’m lying on the cold hard ground 

Sean: Trouble, trouble, trouble. Six straight losses, nine players in 
COVID protocol, still owned by Eugene Melnyk. Whoops! 

Dom: Still waiting for that unparalleled run of success to kick in. Any day 
now. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 3-8-2 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 30 

This slope is treacherous 

This path is reckless 

Dom: OK, fine, after a couple of wins in the Derek King era we will 
reluctantly move Chicago up exactly one (1) spot. The Blackhawks’ 
playoff hopes aren’t quite zero, but they’re so small that it makes the 
team’s flashy offseason seem even more misguided than it did at the 
time. This wasn’t a team that was just a few pieces away from 
contending again, and boy did they miscalculate just how strong those 
pieces were. Maybe the team will figure it all out sometime over the next 
eight years of Seth Jones’ way-too-rich contract. 

Sean: They beat the Penguins in a shootout. That’s not particularly hard, 
but the bar is low. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 1-11-1 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Sean: The Coyotes, more than any tank job on record, are trying to stink 
— and buddy, they have succeeded. They’ve got a points percentage of 
.115. Two Edmonton Oilers have more points than the Coyotes have 
goals. As a team, they’ve scored on the power play three times; 21 
players have done at least that much. 

Dom: It’s one of the best tank jobs of all time and one day it’ll probably be 
worth it. Right now, you can only respect the audacity of not even trying 
to ice an NHL-calibre roster. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Every Hockey Hall of Fame induction 
class, ranked 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Nov 12, 2021  

  

The class of 2020 will be inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame this 
weekend. That’s a little weird because, as you may be aware, it’s 2021. 
But COVID-19 resulted in no induction ceremony last year, which led to 
no new class this year, so we’re playing catchup on what will be the 68th 
class in the Hall’s history. 

It goes without saying that 68 classes is way too many to rank. It also 
goes without saying that we’re going to do it anyway. 

After some back and forth, I decided to focus the ranking on NHL players 
only. It’s true that, as we’re often reminded, it’s the Hockey Hall of Fame 
and not just the NHL Hall of Fame. But I really don’t think anyone wants 
to get into ranking the various owners, executives and hangers-on that 
have gone in as builders and officials. To keep things apples-to-apples, 
that means we’ll also pass over the long list of early players from other 
leagues that you’ve almost certainly never heard of, a few players who 
were inducted solely for their international achievements and the way-
too-low number of women inducted since 2010. 

This will take forever and I will regret it almost immediately. Worst to 
best, let’s do this. 

68. Class of 1949 

NHL players inducted: Art Ross 

We’ll start with some controversy, as there’s some question over whether 
there even was a class of 1949. The HHOF website lists Ross and pre-
NHL star Dan Bain with the 1945 inductees, but most other sources, 
including Hockey Reference, say they went in separately, so we’ll go with 
that. This makes Ross and his three NHL games and one point an easy 
pick for this spot. (That’s right, the guy who the scoring title is named 
after only had one career NHL point.) 

67. Class of 2010 

NHL players inducted: Dino Ciccarelli 

This was an important and historic class because it featured the first two 
women players, Cammi Granato and Angela James. But while they were 
joined by Jim Devellano and Doc Seaman as builders, the only NHL 
player was Ciccarelli, whose lack of any hardware in his 19-year career 
makes him one of the names most often cited as an undeserving 
inductee. He’d already waited almost a decade; it probably would have 
been better to hold off and let the women have the spotlight to 
themselves. 

66. Class of 1968 

NHL players inducted: Bill Cowley 

After inducting a ton of players through most of the 1960s, the Hall 
slowed down late in the decade. Cowley was a good playmaker who won 
two Harts in the 1940s, but it’s asking a lot for him to carry a class all on 
his own. 

65. Class of 2008 

NHL players inducted: Glenn Anderson, Igor Larionov 

Larionov is mostly in for his international work, so from our NHL 
perspective this is pretty much the Anderson show, meaning a sniper in 
the greatest offensive era ever who fell short of 500 goals. He’d been 
eligible for almost a decade at this point, but without any new candidates 
thanks to the 2005 lockout, the committee found their chance to get him 
in. 

64. Class of 1952 

NHL players inducted: Nels Stewart, Bill Cook, Mickey MacKay 

A cautionary tale for the Sedins, as Bill would have to wait 43 years to be 
joined by his brother. My favorite part of this class is that it includes two 
non-NHL players who were both named “Moose.” 

63. Class of 1974 

NHL players inducted: Dickie Moore, Art Coulter, Billy Burch, Carl Voss 

Coulter, Voss and Burch were all from the pre-Original Six era, leaving 
Moore as the only name most fans would have remembered at the time. 

62. Class of 2019 

NHL players inducted: Sergei Zubov, Vaclav Nedomansky, Guy 
Carbonneau 

Zubov had been a borderline case for years, and seeing him go in was 
fine. But Nedomansky’s selection came out of nowhere, even as his 
international resume made a solid case. And the Carbonneau pick was a 
miss — one that’s set the stage for a generation of terrible “Well if Guy is 
in, then what about…” arguments. 

61. Class of 1994 

NHL players inducted: Lionel “Big Train” Conacher, Harry Watson 

A weird year. The Hall shuns the modern era entirely and instead inducts 
just two NHL players, one from the 1930s and another from the Original 
Six era. 

60. Class of 2005 

NHL players inducted: Cam Neely 

Valeri Kharlamov was also in this class — the rare player induction 
based entirely on international play — but as far as the NHL goes, it was 
just Neely. He has some of the lowest offensive totals of any offensive 
player inducted in the modern era, but if you saw him play at his peak 
then it’s hard to argue with him being in. 

59. Class of 1960 

NHL players inducted: Georges Boucher, Sylvio Mantha, Jack Walker 

At this point, the Hall is still cleaning up from the early era; only two 
players who played past 1940 have been inducted to this point. This 
class is fine, if not especially memorable. 

58. Class of 1962 

NHL players inducted: Sweeney Schriner, Bullet Joe Simpson, Punch 
Broadbent, Harry Cameron, Rusty Crawford, Jack Darragh, Shorty 
Green, Riley Hern, Tom Hooper, Harry Hyland, Jack Laviolette, Reg 
Noble, Didier Pitre 

That sure is a lot of names. I’ll be honest, I wrote a book on hockey 
history and even I don’t know who some of these guys are. 

57. Class of 2000 

NHL players inducted: Denis Savard, Joey Mullen 

This class featured two modern stars getting the honor of induction in 
their first year of eligibility, one of whom probably deserved it. 

56. Class of 1989 

NHL players inducted: Darryl Sittler, Herbie Lewis 

This class suffers from our “NHL only” focus, since it also included 
Vladislav Tretiak. Since he never played in the NHL, that leaves Sittler 
and 1930s star Lewis to carry the load. 

55. Class of 2016 

NHL players inducted: Eric Lindros, Sergei Makarov, Rogie Vachon 
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A weird year. Lindros was a controversial pick at the time, although he 
shouldn’t have been. Makarov had a decent NHL career but was 
basically an international pick. And Vachon, while arguably worthy, came 
out of nowhere after over 30 years of eligibility. 

54. Class of 2002 

NHL players inducted: Clark Gillies, Bernie Federko, Rod Langway 

This class is often cited by people who like to argue that the HHOF has 
become a “hall of very good”. That’s a little harsh — Langway won two 
Norris Trophies, Federko had 1,100 points and Gillies won four Cups — 
but it’s not an especially great class. 

53. Class of 1996 

NHL players inducted: Borje Salming, Bobby Bauer 

Salming certainly deserved it but this may be one of the rare years when 
the players were overshadowed by the Builder category, as Al Arbour 
was also inducted. 

52. Class of 1963 

NHL players inducted: Joe Primeau, Earl Seibert, Ebbie Goodfellow 

That 1962 class that we’ve already met was huge, so it’s not surprising 
that the following year feels a bit underwhelming. 

51. Class of 2011 

NHL players inducted: Doug Gilmour, Ed Belfour, Joe Nieuwendyk, Mark 
Howe 

A bit of a strange one, as all four players had been passed over at least 
once. Howe had been waiting for over a decade. Still, it’s a solid group, 
even without a true no-doubter in the mix. 

50. Class of 1970 

NHL players inducted: Babe Dye, Bill Gadsby, Tom Johnson 

One of the weird things about combing through the first half of HHOF 
history is that you’ll occasionally find a guy that seems like he should 
have been inducted decades earlier. That’s the case with Dye, who led 
the NHL in goals four times in the 1920s (and also had amazing hair). 

49. Class of 1982 

NHL players inducted: Yvan Cournoyer, Rod Gilbert, Norm Ullman 

Three very good players, although you could probably argue whether 
each was a true Hall of Famer. 

48. Class of 1965 

NHL players inducted: Clint Benedict, Red Horner, Syd Howe, Bill 
Mosienko, Marty Barry 

A bit of a weird one — five inductees, but nobody who’s really 
remembered as an elite star (plus five more players from other leagues 
and earlier eras). Mosienko’s hat trick is at least a neat trivia answer. 

47. Class of 1976 

NHL players inducted: Johnny Bower, Bill Quackenbush 

The beloved Bower goes in alongside Quackenbush, an underrated star 
who’d retired 20 years earlier. 

46. Class of 1967 

NHL players inducted: Turk Broda, Neil Colville, Harry Oliver 

The Hall continued to play catchup on the olden days at the expense of 
the modern, inducting three players from the 1930s and 1940s that 
included the first 300-win goaltender. 

45. Class of 2003 

NHL players inducted: Grant Fuhr, Pat LaFontaine 

Fuhr was inducted in his first year of eligibility, while LaFontaine had to 
wait a few years as the committee figured out what to do with elite 
players whose careers were cut short by injury. LaFontaine’s selection 
would help open the door for guys like Neely and Paul Kariya in the years 
to come. 

44. Class of 1993 

NHL players inducted: Billy Smith, Steve Shutt, Guy Lapointe, Edgar 
Laprade 

Lots of Cup rings to go around, but only really one slam dunk candidate 
in Smith, and a downright questionable one in 1940s Rangers star 
Laprade. 

43. Class of 1985 

NHL players inducted: Jean Ratelle, Gerry Cheevers, Bert Olmstead 

Olmstead was kind of a weird pick, as a forward who never scored more 
than 20 goals and hadn’t played since 1962. Ratelle was a solid choice, 
while Cheevers gets some help from his WHA years. 

42. Class of 2006 

NHL players inducted: Patrick Roy, Dick Duff 

Roy was an easy call. Adding Duff, who retired in 1972, was somewhat 
less so. 

41. Class of 1990 

NHL players inducted: Gilbert Perreault, Bill Barber, Fern Flaman 

One modern slam dunk, one more debatable pick, and a 1950s star 
who’d been lost in the shuffle. 

40. Class of 1995 

NHL players inducted: Larry Robinson, Bun Cook 

Robinson’s an easy pick, and then the Hall reaches back to the 1920s for 
Cook. (This was back when the Hall briefly had a “veteran” category for 
overlooked players; it’s since been dropped.) 

39. Class of 1986 

NHL players inducted: Dave Keon, Serge Savard, Leo Boivin 

Boivin was a mild surprise, having retired in 1970, but Keon’s two-way 
play and Savard’s championships meant they were getting in eventually. 

38. Class of 1973 

NHL players inducted: Doug Harvey, Chuck Rayner 

There’s some irony here, as arguably the best defenseman in NHL 
history at the time is inducted just as Bobby Orr is redefining the position. 

37. Class of 1964 

NHL players inducted: Bill Durnan, Doug Bentley, Babe Siebert, Jack 
Stewart 

I feel like a lot of modern fans don’t know Durnan well, but they should, 
because he was absolutely ridiculous. His NHL career only lasted seven 
seasons, but he won the Vezina in six of them. 

36. Class of 1987 

NHL players inducted: Bobby Clarke, Ed Giacomin, Jacques Laperriere 

Clarke was an easy first-ballot choice, while Laperriere and Giacomin 
were more debatable picks. 

35. Class of 2018 

NHL players inducted: Martin Brodeur, Martin St. Louis 
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It’s hard to overshadow the all-time winningest goaltender in NHL history, 
but that’s kind of what happened here. The Hall corrected a decades-old 
wrong by finally inducting Willie O’Ree, then infuriated a lot of fans by 
also honoring Gary Bettman alongside him. Bettman was always going in 
whether you wanted him to or not, but he absolutely should have waited 
a year to give O’Ree the builders’ spotlight. Jayna Hefford and Alexander 
Yakushev also went in, but as far as NHL players, just two names here. 

34. Class of 1969 

NHL players inducted: Red Kelly, Sid Abel, Bryan Hextall, Roy Worters 

Kelly is the big name here, and the only one who hadn’t been eligible for 
at least a decade. Hextall was a 1940s star who was known as a goal 
scorer, a trait he passed down to future generations. 

33. Class of 1971 

NHL players inducted: Terry Sawchuk, Busher Jackson, Cooney Weiland 

This was a bittersweet induction, as Sawchuk had died tragically the year 
before after a fight with a teammate. The Hall waived the waiting period 
and inducted him posthumously, along with two stars of the 1930s. 

32. Class of 1978 

NHL players inducted: Jacques Plante, Andy Bathgate, Marcel Pronovost 

The only surprise with Plante is that he didn’t have the waiting period 
waived. He goes in with a pair of Original Six mainstays. 

31. Class of 2020 

NHL players inducted: Jarome Iginla, Marian Hossa, Doug Wilson, Kevin 
Lowe 

Iginla was an obvious pick, Hossa was close, and Wilson was long 
overdue. Lowe is much more questionable and a pretty clear case of Cup 
rings clouding the committee’s view, but defensive defensemen are 
underrepresented in the Hall so maybe we’re OK with it. 

30. Class of 1998 

NHL players inducted: Peter Stastny, Michel Goulet, Roy Conacher 

Two worthy 1980s stars and a veteran selection make this a perfectly 
solid class. 

29. Class of 1980 

NHL players inducted: Gump Worsley, Harry Lumley, Lynn Patrick 

Worsley and Lumley were both members of the 300-win club back when 
that basically meant automatic entry. 

28. Class of 2013 

NHL players inducted: Chris Chelios, Brendan Shanahan, Scott 
Niedermayer 

It’s hard to argue with any of these picks. Maybe more importantly, the 
Hall inducted Geraldine Heaney after taking two years off from honoring 
women after that first class of 2010. 

27. Class of 1959 

NHL players inducted: Cy Denneny, Tiny Thompson, Jack Adams 

It’s a small class — the second smallest of the Original Six era — but it 
includes the long overdue inductions of early superstars Denneny and 
Thompson. Adams technically went in as a player, although his coaching 
career no doubt played a big role. 

26. Class of 1977 

NHL players inducted: Alex Delvecchio, Tim Horton 

The class features just two players, but they combined for almost 50 
seasons and 3,000 games. 

25. Class of 2001 

NHL players inducted: Jari Kurri, Dale Hawerchuk, Mike Gartner, 
Viacheslav Fetisov 

While it’s common to see four NHL players in a single year these days, 
back in 2001 this was the first time in nearly a decade that the Hall had 
maxed out its class. Fetisov went in more for his international career 
(though he was also well-known to NHL fans) while the other three 
forwards were legit superstars of their era. 

24. Class of 1975 

NHL players inducted: Glenn Hall, Pierre Pilote, George Armstrong, Ace 
Bailey, Gordie Drillon 

Even if you weren’t born back then, you probably know most of these 
names. Hall was in the conversation for best goalies ever at the time, and 
Pilote remains among the era’s best defensemen. 

23. Class of 1945 

NHL players inducted: Howie Morenz, Georges Vezina, Charlie Gardiner, 
Eddie Gerard 

You might expect the first ever HHOF class to be packed, much like 
MLB’s infamously loaded inaugural class. It’s not, with five of the nine 
players not having played in the NHL, but Morenz and Vezina give it 
some decent star power. 

22. Class of 1992 

NHL players inducted: Marcel Dionne, Lanny McDonald, Bob Gainey, 
Woody Dumart 

This group is a really nice mix, with one of the greatest offensive players 
ever joined by one of the best defensive forwards, plus a beloved veteran 
and then a 1940s star. Mix in the posthumous induction of Badger Bob 
Johnson and it’s a strong class. 

21. Class of 1947 

NHL players inducted: Eddie Shore, Aurel Joliat, Dit Clapper, Frank 
Nighbor 

The second class in the Hall’s history is suitably loaded; Shore was in the 
conversation for best player of the league’s first few decades, Joliat and 
Nighbor won Harts and Clapper was a legitimate star who had the 
waiting period waived. We could also count Lester Patrick, who was 
inducted for his work in the PCHA but infamously did get into one NHL 
game. 

20. Class of 1991 

NHL players inducted: Mike Bossy, Denis Potvin, Clint Smith, Bob 
Pulford 

The chance to see two elite members of the Islanders dynasty go into the 
Hall together is more than enough to make up for the other two 
selections being questionable (especially when you mix in Scotty 
Bowman’s induction as a builder). 

19. Class of 1984 

NHL players inducted: Phil Esposito, Bernie Parent, Jacques Lemaire 

This is a very strong group featuring one of the greatest scorers ever, a 
two-time Conn Smythe winner and a two-way forward with eight Cup 
rings. 

18. Class of 1981 

NHL players inducted: Frank Mahovlich, John Bucyk, Allan Stanley 

There were only two 500-goal scorers in the Hall to this point, but Bucyk 
and Mahovlich double that total. They wouldn’t be the last. 

17. Class of 2012 
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NHL players inducted: Joe Sakic, Pavel Bure, Adam Oates, Mats Sundin 

Sakic is the only truly obvious pick here; Oates and Bure had been 
waiting for a while, and there were some raised eyebrows over Sundin 
going in on his first attempt. Still, for pure entertainment value, there 
aren’t many classes that can touch this one. 

16. Class of 1950 

NHL players inducted: Newsy Lalonde, Phantom Joe Malone 

The Hall’s third class features only two NHL names, but they’re both 
certifiable legends that many fans know almost a century later. I’m not 
sure why either guy wasn’t included on the inaugural list, but it makes the 
1950 class one of the best two-man groups we’ll find. 

15. Class of 2014 

NHL players inducted: Dominik Hasek, Peter Forsberg, Mike Modano, 
Rob Blake 

Hasek, Forsberg and Modano were all easy picks in their first year of 
eligibility, while Blake had been passed over once. I’m guessing this 
wasn’t an especially long day for the committee, at least on the player 
side. Finally getting Pat Burns in, on the other hand … 

14. Class of 2017 

NHL players inducted: Teemu Selanne, Paul Kariya, Mark Recchi, Dave 
Andreychuk 

Recchi and Andreychuk were similar candidates, guys who may have 
never been truly elite but put up career numbers that eventually proved 
impossible to ignore. But the real stars here are Kariya and Selanne, who 
get to go in together just like you’d always hoped they would. 

13. Class of 1988 

NHL players inducted: Guy Lafleur, Brad Park, Tony Esposito, Buddy 
O’Connor 

After a bit of a mid-80s lull, the Hall roars back with an excellent class 
featuring three players who defined the 1970s. There’s a weird epilogue 
here: Days after being inducted, Lafleur arrived at Rangers training camp 
and earned a spot on the team, becoming just the second of three 
players to return to the NHL as a Hall of Famer. 

12. Class of 1958 

NHL players inducted: King Clancy, Sprague Cleghorn, Dick Irvin, Frank 
Fredrickson, Alec Connell, Herb Gardiner, Ching Johnson, George 
Dudley, Red Dutton, Duke Keats, Frank Foyston, George Hay, Hugh 
Lehman, George McNamara, Paddy Moran 

The biggest class of NHL players ever has to rank well just based on 
volume, even if modern fans won’t know some of the names. This was 
the last class to include multiple years of eligibility, marking the year the 
HHOF began the traditional annual inductions. 

11. Class of 2015 

NHL players inducted: Nicklas Lidstrom, Chris Pronger, Sergei Fedorov, 
Phil Housley 

Three of the greatest defensive players of all time, and also Phil Housley. 
But it’s a very good class, and looking back it feels weird that Fedorov 
had to wait three years. 

10. Class of 2004 

NHL players inducted: Ray Bourque, Paul Coffey, Larry Murphy 

I love it when a Hall class ends up having a theme and this year’s was 
offensive defensemen. Three of the greats go in, all on the first ballot, 
and while a small-hall zealot might quibble with Murphy, it’s a legitimately 
great class. 

9. Class of 1979 

NHL players inducted: Bobby Orr, Henri Richard, Harry Howell 

Orr had the waiting period waived after an aborted comeback with the 
Blackhawks. In a nice bit of symmetry, he went in alongside Howell, the 
last man to win the Norris before Orr’s incredible stretch of eight straight. 
Adding Richard and his 11 Cups is almost overkill. 

8. Class of 1966 

NHL players inducted: Ted Lindsay, Teeder Kennedy, Toe Blake, Frank 
Brimsek, Elmer Lach, Butch Bouchard, Max Bentley, Babe Pratt, Ken 
Reardon 

This class brings quantity with nine NHL players. But you can’t argue the 
quality, as the legendary Lindsay leads a class that features at least 
three or four names that are still well known to this day. 

7. Class of 1999 

NHL players inducted: Wayne Gretzky 

This is a tough one to rank. It’s only one name, but that player is The 
Great One, and the lack of any other players is intentional. Gretzky 
became the tenth and final player to have the traditional three-year 
waiting period waived. I don’t think I can put a one-player class at the 
very top of the list, but this is certainly one of the most memorable 
classes of the modern era. 

6. Class of 1997 

NHL players inducted: Mario Lemieux, Bryan Trottier 

You could make the case that Lemieux should have got the same solo 
treatment as Gretzky would a couple of years later, but it’s hard to make 
Trottier wait. Including Lemieux’s eventual comeback, this two-man class 
accounted for over 3,100 points. 

5. Class of 2007 

NHL players inducted: Mark Messier, Al MacInnis, Ron Francis, Scott 
Stevens 

This is the first of two classes that were shaped by the 2004-05 lockout, 
as the missing season means we basically get a double-cohort of 
eligibility. The result is a four-man class where every name is an absolute 
no-doubter. 

4. Class of 1961 

NHL players inducted: Rocket Richard, George Hainsworth, Milt Schmidt, 
Syl Apps, Charlie Conacher, Hap Day, Joe Hall 

An absolutely loaded class, as the Hall finally starts catching up on its 
backlog of Original Six-era stars. This group features the greatest star in 
NHL history at the time, adds five more legitimate superstars and rounds 
out the class by honoring Hall, the player who died during the 1919 
Stanley Cup final influenza outbreak. 

3. Class of 2009 

NHL players inducted: Steve Yzerman, Brett Hull, Brian Leetch, Luc 
Robitaille 

Here’s the other lockout class, as we get the wave of players who 
returned for one last season before retiring. We could probably do a 
whole post on whether the 2007 or 2009 class was better. I’m giving the 
edge to 2009 — at the time, there were only ten players in NHL history 
with more than 650 goals, and this class had three of them — but that’s 
almost beside the point because both are ridiculous. 

2. Class of 1983 

NHL players inducted: Bobby Hull, Stan Mikita, Ken Dryden 

Three players, no filler and not a shred of doubt about any of them 
belonging. Fittingly, we got to see Hull and Mikita go in together, as the 
two greatest stars in Blackhawks franchise history are both easy 
selections. Having the best goaltender of the post-expansion era joining 
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them makes this easily the greatest three-player class we’ve ever seen, 
and you could absolutely make a case for it at number one. 

1. Class of 1972 

NHL players inducted: Gordie Howe, Jean Beliveau, Boom Boom 
Geoffrion, Hooley Smith, Hap Holmes 

This remains the only year in which two players had the waiting period 
waived, and you can see why. Howe and Beliveau were arguably two of 
the best three players in NHL history to that point, and to this day there 
hasn’t been a class that featured two players in this echelon. The other 
three inductees bring some all-time great hockey names, but this is really 
the Howe and Beliveau show, and it’s enough to earn the top spot. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: In appreciation of Jarome Iginla’s 
Hockey Hall of Fame induction 

 

By Eric Duhatschek  

Nov 12, 2021   

 

It was training camp, around the third or fourth year that Jarome Iginla 
and Craig Conroy played together on the Calgary Flames, and just 
before the regular season began, the team made a short trip to Banff for 
a players’ retreat, a chance to get together as a group to build team 
chemistry. One night, the players gathered together in a local pub that 
also featured the usual diversions — pool table, shuffleboard and a 
punching bag/video game where you could drop a loonie into the 
machine, take a swing at the punching bag and the machine would 
deliver a score. 

Conroy was never known as much of a fighter in his NHL career, but that 
night, he hit the bag just right — and registered the high score. 

Naturally, from that moment on, Iginla had to do better. That’s how they 
were — good friends, who couldn’t help trying to one-up each other. 

“Jarome, he kept saying, ‘gimme some more money,’ — he must have 
spent a fortune trying to top my score,” said Conroy, with a laugh. “He 
was so mad. He’d say, ‘how did you do it?’ I’d go, ‘I don’t know. I 
punched it, and my score is higher than yours, so I guess that means my 
punch is harder than yours.’ We’d had a fight once — back when I was 
still with St. Louis and he schooled me — so he says, ‘you want to try me 
again?’ We were just joking around. 

“But that was the thing with us. Whatever we were doing, there was 
always that competition. Who could throw a ball better? Who could kick a 
football farther? If it was ping pong, I’m definitely beating him in ping 
pong, but he was better at tennis. He was probably better at golf too — 
though he takes forever to play! Video games on the plane — usually we 
were partners there. But there were a few times when we almost got into 
scuffles with the other guys because it just got so heated. 

“I said to him once, ‘we just can’t relax and do anything normally, can 
we?’” 

As it turned out, the answer was no, they could not. 

But that innate, driven competitive streak may also explain something 
about Iginla and how the 11th choice in the 1995 entry draft eventually 
forged a 20-year NHL career that will see him inducted in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame Monday night. 

From the time he was a boy, growing up in St. Albert, AB., Iginla was just 
so motivated to succeed. 

Iginla was drafted by the Dallas Stars, but traded to Calgary for Joe 
Nieuwendyk before he ever played an NHL game. Iginla arrived in 
Calgary for his first NHL game, on a Sunday afternoon in May of 1996, 
after his Kamloops Blazers had been eliminated from the WHL playoffs 
the night before. The Flames flew him in, hurriedly signed him to a 
contract, and then hustled him right into the lineup and onto the top line 
alongside Theo Fleury and German Titov for a playoff game against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Iginla didn’t look out of place, from the first moment 
he arrived in the NHL — a likeable young man, with big smile and a big 
personality, always attentive to fans, a popular figure in the community. 

Iginla’s crowning achievement with the Flames was advancing to the 
seventh game of the 2004 Stanley Cup Final, only to lose in heart-
breaking fashion to the Tampa Bay Lightning. He eventually made NHL 
stops in Pittsburgh, Boston, Colorado and Los Angeles before retiring 
after the 2016-17 season. 

As a player, Iginla was a classic power forward — skilled and tough, 
never backing down from a fight. 

Off the ice, he was a gentle giant. On the ice? No one competed harder. 

According to Conroy, now the Flames’ assistant general manager, there 
was Jekyll and Hyde transformation that occurred in Iginla once they 
dropped the puck and the game started. 

“It was amazing to see how quickly Jarome could go from being Jarome, 
one of the nicest human beings you’re ever going to meet, to Jarome the 
intense, trash-talking, hard-nosed, power forward,” said Conroy. “Once 
he took off that suit and put on that uniform, he transformed into a beast. 
When the game was over, he was really quiet, humble with the media, 
right back to his normal self. 

“But in the three hours of that game? Oh boy. It was all about winning 
and competing and doing the best he could every night. Over the course 
of his career, when I think back, that’s what stands out the most. 

“Just how competitive he was. At everything.” 

The class of 2020-21 

Iginla will be inducted in the Hall of Fame in the male player category 
alongside Marian Hossa, Doug Wilson and Kevin Lowe. Former Team 
Canada goaltending star Kim St. Pierre was chosen in the female player 
category and longtime NHL executive (and current Edmonton Oilers’ 
general manager) Ken Holland is going in as a builder. 

All were elected back in June of 2020, but the induction ceremony was 
postponed for a year — until this weekend — because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Every Hall of Fame class has its de facto headliner and for the class of 
2020-21, that player is Iginla, who was elected in his first year of 
eligibility. 

Officially, Iginla played 1,554 NHL games and scored 1,300 points, 
including 615 goals in a career that also included two Olympic gold 
medals playing for Canada, an Art Ross trophy as the NHL’s scoring 
champion, two Rocket Richard trophies as its goal-scoring leader, and 
runner-up finishes as both the NHL’s rookie of the year (in 1997) and its 
most valuable player (he lost the Hart Trophy to Jose Theodore in a 
tiebreaker in 2002). He also won two Memorial Cups, a world juniors 
(1996), a world championship (1997) and a World Cup (2004). 

Early in retirement, the Iginlas lived in Boston, primarily because they 
thought it was the best place to combine education and athletic 
opportunities for their three children, Jade, Tij and Joe. Iginla spent part 
of the time coaching his three children, but mostly just eased into 
retirement. 

Over the summer, however, he made a greater commitment to coaching, 
when the family moved to Kelowna, B.C. where Jarome now coaches the 
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under-15 team at the RINK Hockey Academy, which competes in the 
Canadian Sport School Hockey League (CSSHL). Iginla got a taste of 
coaching during the early years of his retirement in Boston and found he 
had a liking for it. 

“It’s been busy, a lot busier than I’ve been the last four years,” said Iginla, 
“but it’s been fun and it’s been rewarding. It’s neat because you get a lot 
of time to work with the kids, a lot of ice time and it’s a group. When they 
come to the academy, they’re very into it. They’re like sponges. Most 
days, they come with great attitudes and work hard and ask questions. 
I’ve really enjoyed it. 

“But I’m up a lot earlier in mornings than I used to be.” 

A lot of the players Iginla is coaching now don’t have strong memories of 
his playing career because they are young teenagers. But they think “it’s 
cool” that he got to play with Nathan MacKinnon and against Johnny 
Gaudreau and Connor McDavid. He’s also gained a new appreciation for 
how difficult and complex the job of coaching can be. 

“The age I’m coaching is mostly 14-year-olds, with a few 13-year-olds, 
so, it’s interesting,” said Iginla. “You’re coaching them, but you’re also 
dealing with the emotions of teenagers, and making sure they don’t get 
into trouble at school. There’s lots of different personalities and now I can 
imagine more what it’s like to be a coach in the NHL. 

“You always hear, ‘treat everybody the same way,’ but our personalities 
are all very different. When I think back to some of the best coaches I 
had, they found the balance between setting an overall standard, but also 
understanding that everybody ticks a little differently, so how you deal 
with that and interact with them and engage? On, the coaching side, the 
last four or five years, I have even more respect for how the top coaches 
operate.” 

As he’s forging his own coaching philosophy, Iginla says he’s picked up 
bits and pieces along the way from everyone, all the way back to his 
minor hockey days, where he had “lots of good coaches that made it fun 
— and made you want to be out there all the time.” 

Iginla’s coaching influences 

At the NHL level, he cites two primary influences — Darryl Sutter and 
Mike Keenan. Sutter extracted maximum performance out of the Flames’ 
team that made it to the Final in 2004. Not getting a chance to win the 
Stanley Cup is probably the most disappointing moment of Iginla’s NHL 
career. 

Keenan’s approach was occasionally unorthodox — he had the Flames 
scrimmaging a lot, which was a little out of step with the times. But Iginla 
found value in that — and as a result, says his minor hockey teams play 
a lot of small-area games as well. 

“We do a ton of them,” said Iginla, “and it is about competing. For kids 
who want to go on, it gets tougher as you get older and so, when we play 
games, we put something on the line. That’s how I grew up and I found it 
was the most fun when something was on the line, whether it was 
bragging rights, or the losing team has to skate afterwards, or whatever it 
was.” 

Iginla’s parents, Elvis and Susan, divorced when he was a year old, so 
his grandfather, Rick Schuchard, was a primary influence in his life, and 
primarily responsible for getting him to hockey and baseball games and 
practices when he was a boy. Iginla believes his competitive streak was 
inherited from — and instilled by — his maternal grandfather. 

“Because he was very competitive,” said Iginla. “He paid me for goals 
and assists growing up. 

“One time, I remember my cousin came to a game when I was seven or 
eight years old, only because in those days, when we won, we’d go to 
McDonald’s. That was the deal. That day, we tied the game 2-2 and I 
came out to see my cousin and I thought we’re going to McDonald’s but 
my grandpa said, ‘no we’re not, we didn’t win.’ So, my cousin was so 
mad at me. ‘How could you not win? I came to the game only to go to 

McDonald’s.’ My grandpa was nice about it, but those were his rules. 
We’d go to McDonald’s if we won the game. 

“He took me to all my games and practices and never yelled at me, or got 
on me when I had a bad game. But he was extremely competitive. I think 
the competitiveness on our side of the family came from him. He passed 
it down. And we had a lot of fun together.” 

And though the world is a lot different now than when he was a teenager, 
moving through the ranks, Iginla has discovered that one thing hasn’t 
changed from one generation to the next. 

Kids today — just like kids from when Iginla was growing up — can’t get 
enough hockey. 

“When I first got here, I thought, ‘two hours of ice a day, man, that’s a 
long time,’” said Iginla. “I tried to cut it off at an hour and a half, and 
they’re all going, ‘no, no, let’s keep playing.’ Even today, after two hours, 
we were a game apiece and they didn’t want to get off. They’re all 
saying, ‘we need a tiebreaker.’ 

“They’re having fun. As a coach, that’s what you’re trying to do: Make 
sure they have a lot of fun for the good memories and friendships that 
you develop, but also to develop that passion. Because if they are going 
to go far with hockey, they gotta love it — because it does get harder as 
you get older. And if you don’t have that passion, I don’t think you’re 
going to put in the time to get to college or to get to the WHL, or to go 
beyond. That’s our job as coaches. 

“The best coaches I had were firm, but likeable. I didn’t mind hearing 
criticisms or critiques from coaches as long as I knew they had my best 
interests at heart, and they genuinely liked me. And I didn’t get that 
feeling from every coach I ever had.” 

First up is the Hall of Fame game between the Flames and the Maple 
Leafs in Toronto, while the Oilers are playing just down the road in 
Buffalo against the Sabres, making it an easy commute for Lowe and 
Holland. 

The Conroys and Iginlas became fast friends over time — not just the 
players, but their wives and children, too, and they will be among Iginla’s 
guests over the weekend. 

According to Conroy, as he and Iginla got to know each other over time, 
they found they had a lot of shared values and experiences. 

“Our parents were both divorced, we mostly just had our moms growing 
up,” said Conroy. “Even though I grew up in the U.S. and he grew up in 
Canada, a lot of things matched up in our personalities and we ended up 
hanging out together a lot and having a good time. We enjoyed each 
other’s company and when he and Kara started having kids, we were all 
just together, all the time. It started slow in the hockey rink and it just 
morphed as a friendship away from the rink too.” 

That last sentence — how their relationship started slowly at the rink — is 
a story that Conroy is forever being asked to retell. He and Iginla didn’t 
hit it off in the beginning. On the contrary, Iginla was critical of the trade 
that brought Conroy to Calgary because it cost the Flames the services 
of one of the team’s top scorers, Cory Stillman. Up to that point in his 
career, Conroy was known mostly for his abilities as a defensive-minded 
center — something Iginla felt the Flames had enough of at the time. 

Things started to change between them during the 2001-02 season, 
when an injury sidelined Iginla’s regular center, Marc Savard, in a game 
in Detroit. Greg Gilbert, then the Flames’ coach, called Conroy into a 
meeting and told him he was getting promoted to the top line. Gilbert 
explained to Conroy that he had two essential jobs going forward — to be 
the defensive conscience of the line and to get Iginla the puck. 

“I said, ‘OK, no problem,’” said Conroy. “He (Gilbert) called it; the line 
started to go; and I think in the next 20 games, Jarome almost had a goal 
a game. We were sitting on the bench once after a goal and Jarome 
turned to me and said, ‘Hey, this isn’t that bad.’ I go, ‘hey … thanks.’” 
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Their friendship grew from there. And the competitions. Does Iginla 
remember that moment in the Banff pub when Conroy bested him at the 
punching bag game? 

Oh yeah. 

As if it were yesterday. 

“We had a whole group of players at a team-building event at the 
beginning of the year,” said Iginla. “Guys are all taking a swing at this and 
Conny has the high score. And we all go, ‘oh, he got lucky’ and of 
course, he’s chirping me. So, I kept putting money in. I said, ‘I’ll beat you 
Conny.’ 

“And I couldn’t, for the life of me, do it. And he would hit it again, and he’d 
still have the highest score. So, it wasn’t even a one-off for him — 
obviously, his punch packed a lot of power. I think my rating might have 
been ‘feather puncher’ and he got ‘hammer.’ I remember that exactly for 
sure. It was fun — we battled at everything. I think that’s why Conny and 
I got along so well — we were both ultracompetitive. Most of the guys 
who make it are competitive.” 

For Iginla, one of the great pleasures of Hall of Fame weekend will be 
getting a chance to share the experience with his ultra-competitive circle 
of family and friends. 

“I’m a little anxious, a little nervous,” acknowledged Iginla. “There’s a lot 
of attention, and I have to make a speech, and I don’t really know what to 
expect. There are a lot of unknowns. 

“But I’m really trying to enjoy it because – I don’t have many more of 
these kinds of things coming. It’s cool. I know it’s cool and it’s going to be 
nice to see some old friends, like Conny. The Flames are playing there 
on the Friday. Noodles (Jamie McLennan) lives out there and (Mike) 
Cammalleri. It’s an honor to have them there. 

“I’m trying to dial in on this speech. You have five or six minutes. Where 
do you go with that? How do you say thank you to everybody that 
actually helped get you there? So, I’m finding that’s the hardest part. But 
it’s all good. I haven’t been in a lot of these situations lately and maybe 
never anything quite like this. So … a lot of emotions for sure and a little 
anxious, but I don’t want to just battle through it. I want to enjoy it. It’s 
nice to have my family there, and my kids, and my brothers and sisters. 

“I’m going to try and relax and take it all in — and savor it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Resilient Maple Leafs proving they're comfortable with 
uncomfortable wins 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

November 13, 2021, 1:32 AM 

 

TORONTO — On a night that began with six Hall of Famers lined up at 
centre ice, the Scotiabank Arena crowd raining down cheers for their 
decades of greatness, the Toronto Maple Leafs’ best finished the 
evening by showing they’re beginning to understand what the path to 
those lofty heights looks like. 

The glimpse of lessons potentially learned came in a 2-1 overtime victory 
Friday night, Toronto following up a dominant performance against 
Philadelphia with a come-from-behind win over the scrappy Calgary 
Flames. 

It wasn’t pretty — the Maple Leafs first trudged through 53 minutes of 
disappointment, unable to capitalize on multiple power-play opportunities 
nor a seemingly endless parade of breakaway chances for precisely the 
names you’d want gifted them. 

But with their backs against the wall, the options running thin, Sheldon 
Keefe’s squad managed to claw their way back from the brink yet again, 
pocketing some valuable points and maybe some experience to draw 
upon down the line. 

Truth be told, the Maple Leafs are all set on pretty wins. They’ve filled 
more than enough highlight reels. They’ve proven they can stack goals 
with thrilling verve. What’s been more unproven is their capacity to claw 
and battle and grind, to crawl through the mud with the clock winding 
down and pull out a win that’s decidedly un-pretty. 

File Friday night in that category. 

“Each and every win you can learn something, and you’ve got to find 
different ways to win,” captain John Tavares said post-game. “It’s nice to 
have the perfect script every night but that’s not always how it goes.… 
You’ve just kind of got to stay with it. 

“And certainly when you fight through that, and it’s challenging, and not 
only tie it but find a way to get the win, no doubt it brings confidence and 
a lot of belief in the group.” 

It’s not the first time in this early season that the Maple Leafs have shown 
that mettle. The win over Calgary marks the third over the past two-and-
a-half weeks in which the club’s fought back to level the score in the 
latter half of a third period before tipping the scales in overtime, the first 
coming against Chicago when they snapped their early losing streak, the 
second against the defending champs last week. 

Slowly, steadily, Tavares's Leafs are learning to live in those situations. 

“I think it’s getting there. It certainly was not there earlier this season,” 
Keefe said of his club’s comfort level in games like Friday’s grind. “I think 
that we felt we needed to score every shift early in the season. I think 
we’re settling in here now to the realization of just, it takes time. We’ve 
got to be patient. We can’t open ourselves up defensively.… I think our 
team is more comfortable in those spots.” 

It’s a continuation of what they discussed as a team two nights ago in 
Philadelphia, heading into the final period with the Flyers just one shot 
away from flipping the script like Toronto did here. 

“We said, ‘We’ve got to go into this third period with the mindset that we 
can win 1-0.’ We’re good with this. We can play like that,” said Keefe of 
their approach against the Flyers. A similar one was relied upon upon 
Friday. “I certainly knew Calgary was going to be comfortable playing in 
that third period, 0-0. They’re on the road, it’s a back-to-back, they love to 
keep scores really close, they’re leading the league in shutouts. A big 
part of their identity is just doing their thing in that environment. We had 
to be comfortable there as well. 

“The fact that we were able to get it all square and give ourselves a 
chance to compete for the second point is big for us.” 

The season’s still young, these early tests just dots on an 82-game 
timeline. But if the goal is truly to aim high, to focus not on November 
glory but bigger-picture steps forward in May and June, then nights like 
this one will be key bricks in that path. 

“It [was] kind of a playoff feel,” netminder Jack Campbell said of Friday’s 
atmosphere. “Calgary’s a deep team. They obviously have a lot of great 
structure and don’t give you too much. Their goalie played amazing today 
and really kept them in it. 

“We just stayed with it. We played our game and kept the belief, and 
found a way to win it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / New Hockey Hall of Famer Jarome Iginla doesn't dwell on 
what could have been 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

November 12, 2021, 6:44 PM 

 

TORONTO – Standing at the front of the Hockey Hall of Fame’s Great 
Hall, sporting the coveted ring he was just presented, Jarome Iginla was 
asked if he was robbed. 

Robbed of a Stanley Cup, or the Hart Trophy, which both slipped through 
his fingers by the narrowest of margins. 

As odd as asking about the only two things that ever eluded one of the 
game’s greatest power forwards was, it generated the type of response 
that said as much about the man as his gaudy stats. 

“No, it’s sports,” said Iginla, presumably flashing that world-class grin of 
his beneath the Hall of Fame mask provided. 

“I wasn’t (robbed). With the Hart Trophy, I would have loved to have won 
it. It’s an opinion. When I saw how close it was, that I was tied (with 
winner Jose Theodore, in 2001-02), I was still thrilled to be there. What 
an honour. 

“The Stanley Cup obviously hurt more. That was a stinger.” 

Calgarians have used plenty more colourful terms over the years to 
describe the Martin Gelinas goal that could have sealed the Stanley Cup 
in 2004 – the closest Iginla or anyone could possibly get without hoisting 
it. 

Alas, with video technology and the rules for challenging far different 
from what they are now, play continued on, late in a deadlocked Game 6 
eventually won by Tampa Bay. 

It was interesting that on the eve of his Hall of Fame induction, Iginla 
revealed for the first time he has some second thoughts on how the 
goalmouth redirection – saved on, or behind, the goal line by Nikolai 
Khabibulin – was handled. 

“This is probably what bothers me most about it,” said the long-time 
Flames captain of that night the Cup was rushed out of the Saddledome, 
unclaimed, after a loss in double overtime. 

“It was a two-on-one, and a pass across, and I’m like, ‘Oh, that was 
close.’ But at that time you had to get the ref’s attention before the puck 
dropped. It happened pretty quick. I just wish I would have been, like, 
‘Check it, check it.’” 

He didn’t say anything and the game went on, until an angle on the NBC 
broadcast seemed to show it had crossed the line. Or so the debate 
goes. 

Either way, leave it to one of the game’s classiest men to point out how 
foolish he’d be to dwell on a setback like that when he’d been the 
beneficiary of so much good fortune. 

“To play until I was 39 and play on Team Canada with players like 
Yzerman, Lemieux, Sakic, Crosby ... it was so cool,” said the man who 
scored 525 goals and 1,095 points as a Flame before rounding out his 
career in Pittsburgh, Boston, Colorado and L.A., finishing with 625 goals 
and 675 assists for 1,300 points. 

“So, I don’t feel like I was robbed at all. I never think that way. 

“I’m sure if you think about overtime in 2010 (at the Vancouver Games), 
that’s a good shot and play by Crosby, but if that bounce goes the other 
way, (maybe) we lose. That’s part of sport and what you sign up for. 

“I got lots of good bounces in different ways and in games and we won 
championships. Memorial Cups and World Juniors. 

“I got to throw my gloves in the air like I was 10 years old again. There 
are so many things to reflect on and be thankful for, and that is sport. I 
always used to say, ‘The more in the line, the more fun.’” 

Pausing, he shrugged. 

“But it doesn’t always go your way,” he said. 

“What is the Wide World of Sports, ‘The agony of defeat and thrill of 
victory’? 

“I had lots of neat thrills, and unfortunately, a few of those (losses). But 
that’s what makes me appreciate all I had.” 

Growing up he didn’t have much, which is also what makes his success 
story so brilliant. 

Raised by a single mother in St. Albert, Alberta, his grandfather took him 
to every hockey and baseball game he had across Western Canada. 

Paying him $2 for every goal, $1 for every assist and a whopping $100 in 
cash for every hat trick once he got to the Kamloops Blazers, Grandpa 
helped foster a competitiveness that saw Iginla’s scoring prowess turn 
into more than $91 million in career earnings. 

It also got his No. 12 raised to the rafters in Calgary, where he now sits 
on equal footing with legend Lanny McDonald as a local icon. 

He could choose to complain about the Montreal reporter who left him off 
the Hart ballot to cinch Theodore’s win, but that’s not what leaders do. 

As fans chanted while he gave his jersey retirement speech, “It – was – 
in.” 

The goal probably should have counted to complete his 2004 playoff 
odyssey in which he carried the team on his back by scoring big goals 
and fighting in every round. 

But, again, such is life in sport. 

No regrets. 

An injury to Simon Gagne the first day of the Olympic summer camp in 
2002 opened the door for Iginla to receive an invitation from Wayne 
Gretzky to drive down from Edmonton with his equipment to skate with a 
team he’d eventually make. 

A fortuitous turn of events he capitalized on. 

He recalled thinking early in the tourney, when things opened poorly for 
Canada, that the thousands of dollars he’d spent on souvenir Olympic 
jerseys for friends would be a waste of money. 

“Nobody will want these,” he said, laughing. 

A few bounces later and, guess what, his Olympic jersey is now hanging 
in the Hall of Fame. 

As he points out, one of his goals in that tourney rolled over the line by 
an inch or so. 

A bounce. 

The result: 50 years of Olympic drought ... over. 

Eight years later, he gets the puck to Sid for the Golden Goal at the 2010 
Winter Olympics in Vancouver. 

“That was one of those moments where it ends the right way,” said Iginla. 

“The way you grew up dreaming it would end.” 
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But on Friday, with five other inductees by his side in hockey’s ultimate 
shrine, he surpassed the wildest of dreams a young man could have 
conjured up while on the outdoor rink in ill-fitting tube skates. 

“I was here (at the Hall of Fame) once in my early 20s, and never even 
thought I’d be here again like this,” said Iginla, an Art Ross Trophy winner 
and the first Canadian to win the Rocket Richard Trophy. 

“I was just hoping to get in the league and somehow stay in the league.” 

Shows you what a few bounces, and a lot of persistence, can do for a 
fella. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kylington's high risk, high reward game epitomized in 
Flames' loss to Leafs 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

November 13, 2021, 12:05 AM 

 

TORONTO — The smashed stick over the crossbar was a dead 
giveaway his hero status had been erased. 

Late in a game in which his brilliant goal looked like it might just stand up 
as the winner, the Oliver Kylington of old showed up. 

Fanning on an attempted clearing pass from his zone that went straight 
to Alex Kerfoot at the point, the puck was in the net seconds later, thanks 
to a William Nylander one-timer off Ondřej Kaše that tied the game with 
seven minutes remaining. 

Kylington immediately broke his stick over the net in obvious frustration 
as it was the type of mistake that kept him from being an NHL regular 
until this year. 

“I’m pissed off right now. I think you guys understand why,” the Calgary 
Flames defenceman said after helping turn a 1-0 lead into a 2-1 overtime 
loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs at Scotiabank Arena. 

“I just tried to flip it out. It was an unlucky play. Not much you can do 
about it right now. If I could change something I would take it back.” 

During the ensuing TV timeout, he had an exchange with goalie Dan 
Vladar, during which he apologized to the rookie netminder. 

“I just told him he was having a heck of a game and I told him I was 
sorry,” Kylington said. “He said, ‘Don’t say you’re sorry. Just score for us.’ 
I just want us to win. I thought he played unbelievable tonight. He was 
saving us on a lot of chances, so I just wanted him to hear it from me.” 

Kylington was almost able to atone for the gaffe in overtime, using his 
speed to create one great scoring chance and get stopped on an attempt 
of his own by Jack Campbell. 

The evening was a perfect example of what Kylington’s game has long 
been about — high risk, high reward. Offensively gifted, defensively 
prone. 

This year the coach has put enough belief in the 24-year-old that has 
stepped admirably into the top four that desperately needed a fourth. 

At both ends, he's been the team's most pleasant surprise. Leading all 
blue-liners with two goals and nine points, he’s used his speed to test his 
offensive creativity, while focusing on the one or two big blunders 
defensively that made him eighth, ninth or 10th on the organization’s 
defensive depth chart in years' past. 

His breakthrough is certainly one to be celebrated and admired this 
season, which was certainly the case five minutes into the third when he 
won a puck battle in his end and used his wheels to create a two-on-one 
with Johnny Gaudreau he finished with a slick backhand move to beat 
Campbell. 

The stage was set for the Flames to snap their two-game losing skid and 
steal a win against Toronto with Jarome Iginla looking on as part of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame game. 

Alas, one or two mistakes is all it takes these days to derail a Flames 
team struggling to find the net. 

“It was a nice goal, but at the end we didn’t win,” said Kylington, wearing 
the loss on his face. "I don’t care if I score or get points, I just want to win 
games and we didn’t do it today.” 

Vladar was, indeed, outstanding, keeping the Flames in a game in which 
the high-powered Leafs tested him steadily throughout his third start of 
the season. It wasn't until Auston Matthews beat Vladar midway through 
overtime that the netminder was bumped from being the game's first star. 

“I don’t expect him to apologize for anything, he was trying to make a 
play,” said Vladar, who took an extremely measured and mature 
approach after making 35 saves in his eighth NHL start. “It happened. I 
could have apologized after the second goal from Matthews too. I was 
trying to make a save and I didn’t. That’s part of hockey and we are a 
family and a team. 

"Today just wasn’t our day. Obviously, I’d like to make that save and give 
us one more chance.” 

Coach Darryl Sutter was blunt with his assessment of Kylington. 

“He turned the puck over for them and scored one,” he said. “I’m sure 
he’s aware, we talk about turnovers all the time. Every team does. It’s 
about a puck possession game. When it’s unforced, guys have to take 
responsibility.” 

He sure did. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Friday Four: When will the 'floodgates' open for Michael 
Bunting? 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

November 12, 2021, 1:19 PM 

 

The Friday Four, a collection of thoughts and information on some 
intriguing player performances, continues this week with some notes on: 

• How Michael Bunting is replacing Zach Hyman on Toronto's top line 
and if more offence can be expected from him. 

• Sean Monahan's demotion to Calgary's fourth line, how and why that 
happened, and what to expect now that he's back in the top-six again. 

• Jordan Kyrou breakout season from St. Louis' bottom six? 

• And Troy Terry is taking the league by storm with what is now a 13-
game point streak. Can he keep up some level of that production and 
lead a Ducks resurgence, or will last year's worst offence regress in a big 
way? 
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As Zach Hyman is enjoying a very quick eight-goal start in Edmonton, his 
replacement on the left flank of Toronto's top line is settling in nicely as 
an early fan favourite. 

Michael Bunting (three) just doesn't have the same goal totals as Hyman, 
who sits among the league leaders. But there's reason to believe they will 
start coming. 

"Right now I feel like I am getting my looks at the net, I've had quite a few 
Grade A chances and they're just not going in for me," Bunting said this 
week. "I feel like if I wasn't getting those Grade A chances then I'd be a 
little worried about my game, but it's only a matter of time when that goes 
in and the floodgates will open for me." 

Bunting has indeed been getting his opportunities. According to Natural 
Stat Trick, the Leafs rookie (chuckle) leads the league in individual 
expected goals at 5-on-5 -- a stat that considers the types of shots a 
player gets and how often those turn into goals on average. He's seventh 
in the league with 38 individual scoring chances (linemates Matthews 
and Nylander are first and second) and fifth with 19 high-danger 
opportunities. Compared to Hyman in Edmonton, Bunting is stacking up 
pretty good (league rank in parenthesis). 

All stats 5-on-5 and from Natural Stat Trick. 

But where Hyman has outpaced his expected 5-on-5 goals with four 
actual tallies, Bunting is coming in under and has scored just twice in this 
situation so far. 

Unsurprisingly, Bunting's scoring chances weren't as strong in Arizona 
last season, but what made him stand out as a possible bargain breakout 
for the Leafs was his actual goal rates. Bunting played only 21 NHL 
games in 2020-21 and managed 10 goals. The type of chances he was 
getting didn't rank highly in the league on a per-minute basis, but Bunting 
was among the better Coyotes in individual high danger chances and 
individual expected goal rates. He was a big fish in a small pond, within 
an even smaller sample. 

What really mattered was how often he was actually putting the puck in 
the net. With the Coyotes, Bunting ranked eighth in the NHL when it 
came to goals scored per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play last season with a 
23.33 shooting percentage. So far this year he ranks 217th in goals per 
60 minutes with a 7.41 shooting percentage despite the fact the quality of 
his looks has improved dramatically. 

The improved quality of his shots isn't at all surprising given the minutes 
he plays and the linemates he has in Auston Matthews and William 
Nylander. But, unlike last season, not a lot of them are going in yet. 
Bunting has been playing well and as long as he's holding up his end of 
the bargain and Nick Ritchie struggles, there's no real threat to take 
Bunting off the top line. Keep at it, and it stands to reason more goals will 
start coming his way and, yes, those "flood gates" could open. 

The former first-line partner of Johnny Gaudreau's in Calgary, Sean 
Monahan was an 82-point player just three years ago, but found himself 
in a fourth-line checking role this season as Darryl Sutter shook up the 
combos to find early success. 

To be sure, injuries have probably played a factor here. Monahan 
revealed that he was injured in the sixth game of last season, which 
eventually led to off-season hip surgery. That explains his limited 
production in the abbreviated schedule. The extensive rehab from that 
surgery also explains why Monahan was eased into pre-season action, 
and maybe why he started this year off slow as well and demoted to the 
fourth line in the early-going -- though his place on the top power-play 
unit has not changed. 

"We all know Sean has come through a surgery at the end of the year 
last year, rehabbed it all summer and is really doing well," Flames GM 
Brad Treliving told The FAN 960 this week. "But those do take time to get 
up to speed. One of the things Darryl talked about is looking at the depth, 
he's really trying to spread things around. As (Monahan) gets up to 
speed, we've talked about trying to get a little more pace, quickness in 

the middle. Talked about putting Dube in the middle and moving Sean to 
where he's moved him." 

To his credit, Monahan accepted a demotion that required winger Dillon 
Dube to be Monahan's replacement as the second line pivot. More 
speed, mobility and offensive upside. The fact the Flames went on a 
winning streak after making those lineup adjustments confirmed it was 
the right thing to do at the time. 

But that winning streak ended when the calendar flipped to November, 
and the Flames started the month with a 1-1-2 record in all home games. 
The Flames got through their first road trip of the season with five wins in 
five games, but embarked on their current seven-game, 11-day roadie in 
the midst of a lull. Time to try and nip that in the bud, shake up the lines 
again, and find renewed energy. 

So, on Thursday night in Montreal, Monahan found himself back in the 
top six, centring Blake Coleman and Andrew Mangiapane on the second 
line. The Flames dropped another decision, 4-2 to the struggling Habs, 
which will up the urgency a bit to get out of the spiral with stops in 
Toronto, Ottawa, Philadelphia and Buffalo up over the next week. But, at 
least, Monahan and his new linemates found some instant chemistry and 
success. 

That was Calgary's best line against Montreal, controlling 66 per cent of 
the 5-on-5 shots and 87 per cent of the scoring chances. Monahan 
picked up a primary assist, his first of the season at 5-on-5, on a cross-
ice rush pass that Team Canada hopeful Andrew Mangiapane converted 
on. 

"You go about those things two ways," Treliving said of how Monahan 
dealt with his slide down the lineup. "You go in there kicking and 
screaming and sucking your thumb, or you go in there knowing what the 
coach is trying to do for the betterment of the group. This isn't certainly 
anything that's a penalty for Sean." 

Whether or not Monahan returns to a level of play that matches his 
$6.375-million cap hit, it's valuable in another sense for the Flames to 
have such a centre they can move throughout the lineup to create depth 
or matchup issues for opponents along the way, and have that leader 
and established veteran accept the assignment, no questions asked. But 
it's also reasonable to wonder if Monahan has more to give this season 
as his spot in the lineup and injury recovery continue to settle. 

"I want to get Sean going a little bit and move some other guys around 
and see if we can get just get a little more offence out of it," Sutter said. 

As we creep towards the one quarter mark of this season, 23 NHL 
players have registered at least 14 points so far and 19 of them are 
scoring at better than a point-per-game pace. A lot of those names will be 
instantly recognizable to any NHL fan. Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl of course (they're actually averaging two points per game). Kyle 
Connor, Brad Marchand, and Anze Kopitar, Aleksander Barkov are on 
that list too. 

Jordan Kyrou is among these 19 players and the 2016 second-round pick 
by St. Louis doesn't have the same name draw as a lot of the others. And 
actually, he doesn't get nearly the same ice time as any of those players 
either. Kyrou is a third liner in St. Louis and of all the names on this list of 
19 players, he's the only one averaging less than 16 minutes a game 
(15:42). So Kyrou qualifies as a bit of an early-season surprise. Maybe it 
shouldn't have come as such a shock, though. 

Kyrou played his first full NHL season in 2020-21, registering 14 goals 
and 35 points in 55 games. He wasn't a leading player in ice time then 
either, averaging 13:10 per game. 

His per-minute production rates indicated a possible breakout star, 
though, and we're seeing some evidence of that coming to fruition. 
Combining 2019-20 (28 games played) and 2020-21, Kyrou played a 
total of 83 games, scoring 18 goals and 44 points. Pretty good. Looking 
at that production through a per-minute lens, though, he has the potential 
for so much more. 
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Among all NHL forwards with at least 900 minutes of 5-on-5 action, here 
is where Kyrou ranked in key categories in the two seasons prior to this 
one. 

Sometimes these per-minute rates are great indicators for players who 
don't get top line minutes. In 2017-18, Jakub Vrana averaged 12:30 per 
game, scored 13 goals and had a 0.77 goals per 60 minutes rate at 5-on-
5. The following season his ice time got up to 14:02 per game and he 
scored 24 times. In 2019-20 he averaged just under 15 minutes of ice 
time and notched 25 goals in 69 games -- roughly a 30-goal pace. He 
was traded to Detroit at last season's deadline because an opportunity 
wasn't being offered to him in Washington, and Vrana answered with 
eight goals in 11 games averaging 17:16 of ice time a night. Injury has 
removed him from action this season. 

In 2016-17, Oliver Bjorkstrand had a good start with six goals in 26 
games and led all Blue Jackets in goals per 60 minutes with a small 
sample. His wasn't a natural upward tick the following season, but in 
2018-19 Bjorkstrand averaged 12:20 of ice time a game and again led 
the Blue Jackets with 1.35 goals per 60 minutes played at 5-on-5. In 
2019-20 he broke out with 21 goals in 49 games (a roughly 35-goal pace) 
playing nearly 18 minutes a night. 

And Carter Verhaeghe, last year's breakout NHL star, scored just nine 
times in 52 games for the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2019-20, averaging 
under 10 minutes of ice time per game. But his 5-on-5 goals per 60 was 
1.04 that year. In 2020-21 with the Panthers, Verhaeghe scored 18 goals 
in 43 games (a 34-goal pace) as the Panthers offered him greater 
opportunity and 17:44 of ice time a night. 

There are more examples, of course, but this gives you an idea of why 
we should be on the lookout for more in the years ahead for Kyrou as his 
ice time grows. But will he sustain it this season? 

His shooting percentage was initially sky high at 25 per cent after scoring 
twice in his first two games, and that was always bound to come down. 
He went eight games before scoring another, and has now potted three 
more in his past two games. His 17.5 shooting percentage is still 
probably high, but settling into a range that is perhaps sustainable -- his 
career shooting percentage is 13.2. 

But what gives even more probability that Kyrou's points rates can keep 
up (or close to it) is how often he's earning primary assists at 5-on-5. His 
passes are directly leading to goals an awful lot -- Kyrou's five total 
primary assists at 5-on-5 ranks tied for second in the league. And that 
doesn't consider his lesser ice time. 

So it's not just that Kyrou is scoring an exciting amount of goals in limited 
ice time, but he's performed like an elite set up guy, too. All told, Kyrou is 
hanging around the top of the league in points per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 
action for all players with at least 10 games played so far -- where he 
joins some interesting names. 

Kyrou was turning some heads early with eight points in his first four 
games and while he was never going to sustain a two-points-per-game 
pace, what's promising here is that he's continued on as a strong 
producer and is catching fire again, with four points in two games this 
week. 

The early "waiver wire MVP" in fantasy hockey circles, Troy Terry has 
now scored a point in 13 consecutive games for the longest active streak 
in the league. He's scored 11 times, too -- one off the league lead of 12 
by Leon Draisaitl. Terry currently sits fourth in the NHL in points with 19 
in 14 games, behind only Draisaitl, Connor McDavid and Alex Ovechkin. 

What a welcome development for a Ducks team that was dreadful last 
season and scored fewer goals than any other team. 

The 24-year-old winger was a fifth-round pick of Anaheim's back in 2015 
and his number of NHL games played has been ticking up for a few 
years, though last season was the first he spent the entire season in the 
big leagues in a mostly bottom-six role. But, like Kyrou in St. Louis, 
Terry's underlying numbers and scoring rates were pretty strong -- he 

finished 2020-21 third on the Ducks in primary assists per 60 minutes of 
5-on-5 play and third in goals. 

Mike Kelly of Sportlogiq laid out a pretty good explainer on some of what 
Terry is doing that can be sustained -- though it's unlikely he'll be a 100-
plus point player, and 60-plus goal scorer this season. 

There's a wonder now if Terry can play his way on to Team USA's 
Olympic roster and that certainly will be something to monitor in the 
coming months. And, funny enough, a former Team Canada star who's 
probably aged out of the process could help him get there. 

Terry's centre is Ryan Getzlaf, who struggled through his worst season 
yet in the 56-game schedule and reduced his pay to $3 million on a re-
sign this summer. But, despite the real age-related decline happening 
there, Getzlaf still has great vision and the ability to thread passes -- a 
perfect complement to Terry, who is strong off the rush with a good shot. 
Only Adam Henrique (the third member of this top line) has had more 
high-danger chances in the front of the net this season. 

Getzlaf, it should be noted, has already surpassed his assist total from all 
of last season. 

If you're a fantasy manager enjoying Terry's explosion, you're faced with 
the tough question of whether to sell high on him now, or hang on for the 
ride. Our fantasy expert Nick Alberga explores that possibility in his 
Friday mailbag here. The key thing to note is that Terry's trade value 
probably is as high as it will ever be right now, but don't take it too far -- 
he may not be a top-10 scorer by the end of the season, but the breakout 
is definitely real. 

And the Ducks, with quite a few promising young players in their lineup, 
seem to have a stud to move into the future with. 
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TSN.CA / Rick Westhead: Kyle Beach's lawyer asks judge to proceed 
with discovery 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

A lawyer representing former Chicago Blackhawk Kyle Beach and a 
former high school hockey player who was abused by one-time 
Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich has asked a court to allow her to 
resume pursuing records documenting how the team has addressed 
abuse allegations made by Beach and others. 

The document discovery process was placed on hold by a judge in Cook 
County Court in Chicago in mid-July, pending the Blackhawks’ motions to 
dismiss lawsuits filed by Beach and “John Doe 2,” a former high school 
hockey player in Michigan who was abused by Aldrich in 2013.  

 In a motion filed Friday, Susan Loggans asked a judge to proceed with 
discovery. 

 “While [Kyle Beach] was prohibited from discovery, the defendant hired 
and paid for an ‘independent investigator’  [Jenner & Block] who 
interviewed over 100 witnesses,” Loggans wrote in her motion. “[Beach] 
cooperated with this investigation and the report is now on file with this 
court. In the meantime, [Beach] learned information from this report to 
which the defendant only had access. For example, [Beach] learned that 
the defendant had ‘lost’ the personnel file of the assailant, Brad Aldrich.” 

Loggans wrote that the Blackhawks in a Nov. 2 court motion advised the 
court that the team was undertaking settlement talks. 
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 “…This has not happened,” she wrote. “While plaintiff presented his 
demand upon request of defendant, no offer had been made by the 
defendant. Yesterday, the defendant’s attorney provided its two separate 
letters concerning settlement and its lack of an offer to the press making 
this entire subject public. Plaintiff is under severe distress as a result of 
this case. The one-sided ‘discovery’ that defendant availed itself of by 
hiring its own ‘independent investigator’ places plaintiff at a 
disadvantage.” 

Beach has alleged that Aldrich assaulted him and another player during 
the 2010 NHL playoffs. He also has said the Blackhawks covered up the 
allegations instead of forwarding them to police, an allegation that was 
corroborated by the Blackhawks’ investigators and which led to the firing 
of vice-president of hockey operations Al MacIsaac and resignation of 
general manager Stan Bowman. 

Florida Panthers head coach Joel Quenneville, who was Chicago's head 
coach in 2010, resigned after the report concluded he knew about 
Beach's abuse allegations and helped to cover them up. 

Another lawsuit filed against the team by a former high school hockey 
player known as "John Doe 2" alleges that the Blackhawks covered up 
Aldrich's abuse of their players and gave him the opportunity to leave the 
NHL team on his own terms, giving him the opportunity to work with a 
high school team, where he was convicted of sexually abusing "John Doe 
2." 

Loggans has made 31 separate requests for documents in her court 
filing. Among her requests: “Personnel files relating to Bradley Aldrich, 
including any letters of reference or recommendation” and, “Any emails, 
phone messages, memos or other interoffice communications regarding 
Bradley Aldrich between or among the defendant, the Blackhawks, 
employers, management employers, and/or executives.” 

Loggans has also asked for the NHL team’s records related to a May 17, 
2010, meeting when Blackhawks skills coach Paul Vincent reported the 
allegations to team management. 

She’s also asked a judge to order the Blackhawks to produce any 
documents sent to or received from the NHL Players’ Association relating 
to “[Kyle Beach] and the full and complete personnel file of “[Beach] and 
“any and all training manuals, videos, instruction materials you utilize to 
train hockey players regarding how to handle all media appearances, 
press related meetings, and/or interviews.” 

Loggans also asked the Blackhawks for documents sent to or received 
from the Chicago Police Department regarding investigations into any 
employee of the NHL team. 

She has also asked for all the team’s records relating to “each allegation 
of sexual exploitation, whether or not credible, made against any of 
employees and/or agents of defendant, the Blackhawks…” 

For each such allegation, Loggans has asked for details about dates, 
substance of the claims, and identities of those involved, as well as 
whether claims resulted in monetary payouts. 
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TSN.CA / Mark Masters: Toronto Maple Leafs captain John Tavares 
'preparing to play’ against Calgary Flames 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs skated at Scotiabank Arena on Friday.  

After missing Wednesday's game with a lower-body injury, all signs point 
to John Tavares returning tonight. The 31-year-old centre skated in his 
regular spot on a line with Alex Kerfoot and Mitch Marner this morning.  

"He felt good," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "We'll have Joey Anderson in 
warmup just in case, but he's preparing to play."  

Tavares has been hot of late, with six goals and four assists in his last six 
games.  

"He's been all over the puck," observed defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
"Obviously, the way he's been scoring, he's been shooting the puck well. 
He's clearly a big part of what we got going." 

"He looks confident out there with the puck," agreed Kerfoot. "He's 
making plays when he has it. Obviously, he's dynamic around the net. 
He's good to play with, because he wins so many battles in the corners 
and you're able to play with the puck a lot more." 

The defensive side of the game is what Keefe chose to highlight when 
asked about how the team's captain has performed this season.  

"Whether he's scoring at a high clip like he is right now or whether it 
wasn't going in for him earlier this season, defensively he's been great for 
us," Keefe said. "His complete game has been great." 

'He felt good': Tavares is 'preparing to play' against Flames 

John Tavares missed the Maple Leafs 3-0 win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers with Kirill Semyonov taking his spot in the lineup. Ahead of the 
team's game against the Flames, Tavares is 'preparing to play' according 
to head coach Sheldon Keefe. Keefe praised his captain's strong play so 
far this season, as did his line mate Alexander Kerfoot. 

Jack Campbell gets the start again for the Leafs. It will be his 13th game 
of the season, tying Montreal's Jake Allen for the league lead. 

"He's a guy that enjoys the hard work and enjoys challenges and faces 
them head on," said Rielly.  

Campbell faced 36 shots while shutting out the Flyers on Wednesday but 
felt like it was actually a quiet night.  

"The boys are battling for me," Campbell said after the win. "I didn't need 
to do too much." 

With Petr Mrazek sidelined with a groin injury most of this season, the 
Leafs have leaned heavily on Campbell. But with another game looming 
on Saturday in Buffalo, it feels like the 29-year-old is due a rest.  

"We're going to focus on today," said Keefe. "We have a plan, of course, 
but we'll wait until we have all the information before we execute that. 
We're just going to focus on tonight's game." 

Joseph Woll, a 23-year-old who has never played in the National Hockey 
League, has served as the backup goalie since Mrazek went on the 
injured reserve. Woll, the team's third-round pick in 2016, posted an .892 
save percentage in 15 American Hockey League games last season.  

"He's put his time in in the organization," said Keefe. "Last season is a 
funny year for everybody, but he's a guy that we believe in." 

Woll is 2-1-0 with an .895 save percentage in the AHL this season.  

Michael Hutchinson and Swedish Hockey League import Erik Kallgren 
are currently with the Marlies, who are preparing to play a couple games 
in Chicago this weekend.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Campbell starts Friday; Keefe coy on Saturday plan 

Jack Campbell has started the bulk of games for the Maple Leafs this 
season with Petr Mrazek being plagued by injury woes. With back-to-
back games this weekend and Petr Mrazek still sidelined, Sheldon Keefe 
wouldn't tip his hand on what the plan was for his goaltenders but the 
current back up is Joseph Woll who has never started a game in the 
NHL. Mark Masters has more on the Maple Leafs' goaltending situation 
heading into the weekend. 
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William Nylander scored twice on Wednesday and is now tied for the 
team lead in goals (seven) and points (13).  

"He's got some fire in his belly," said Campbell. "He is moving out there 
and doing everything we could possibly ask." 

Only Washington's Alex Ovechkin (60) has fired more shots on net this 
season than Nylander (56). He's averaging four shots per game, which is 
up from 2.6 last season. What's allowing Nylander to get more shots on 
target?  

"You know what? I don't know," he said with a smile. "I haven't really 
thought about that. I'll have to take a look at that." 

Keefe believes the increase is tied to power-play usage. Last year, the 
Leafs started with two balanced units and Nylander was with the second 
unit. This year, they've gone to a loaded top unit while also prioritizing 
Nylander's shot as a weapon.  

Nylander is averaging 3:05 of power-play time a night so far, which is up 
from 2:26 last season. Nylander has 15 power-play shots this season 
(1.1 per game), which is tied with Tavares for the team lead. Nylander 
only had 28 power-play shots in 51 games (0.55 per game) last season.  

Kerfoot thinks the uptick in shots may simply be tied to Nylander's 
maturation as a player. The 25-year-old has said he wants to be more of 
a leader this season and part of that is not having too many lulls in play.   

"He's bringing it a little bit more on a consistent basis," Kerfoot posited, 
"and when he's going he's tough to handle. He's got a ton of speed. He's 
got a really good stick, wins pucks back for himself, and he's really strong 
on the puck so he's a pretty complete offensive player." 

Nylander is also not deferring too much to linemate Auston Matthews, 
who is the reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner. He has 35 shots in 
eight games (4.4 per game) since the lines were shuffled and he joined 
Matthews.  

"When he's going, he's going," Matthews noted. "When he's skating and 
moving his feet, he's dangerous all over the ice. He reads the play well. 
He sees the ice well and he's easy to play with. He's been shooting the 
puck a little bit more and it's obviously been going in. He's a huge part of 
this team so when he's going it makes it a lot easier on us." 

Nylander's dedication to a two-way game may also be helping create 
transition chances.  

"He made a huge play in the second period coming back in our D zone," 
Campbell pointed out on Wednesday night. "They look for that high fourth 
guy coming into the zone, but he skated back hard and won the battle 
and then took off." 

One thing everyone agrees on: Nylander has always had a lethal shot.  

"It's a heck of a release and still fools me a lot," said Campbell with a 
grin. "I don't want to say too much because it's working. 

'Fire in his belly': Nylander shooting early and often 

After scoring twice on Wednesday, William Nylander is tied for the Leafs 
lead in goals (seven) and points (13). "He's got some fire in his belly," 
observed goalie Jack Campbell. "He is doing everything we could 
possibly ask." Only Alex Ovechkin has fired more shots on net this 
season. "He's been shooting the puck a little bit more," said Auston 
Matthews, "and it's been going in." 

One of Nylander's goals on Wednesday came on the power play. Toronto 
has now scored at least one power-play goal in each of its past six 
games. The Leafs had failed to score on the power play in each of the 
previous six games. 

"It's in sync," said Keefe. "The guys seem to be reading off each other 
the way we want them to and using their skill and creativity and trusting 
the structure and the plan that's put in place. There's freedom inside of 
that and those guys are in sync there ... It's evolved. You have a bit of a 
plan when you come into the season, and it takes a little time to get that 

going and Auston's situation [missing the first three games] created some 
challenges for us." 

Marner has five power-play assists in five games this month. He had five 
power-play assists over his previous 45 games combined, per the Elias 
Sports Bureau. Marner started this season in the bumper spot before 
being moved back to his usual position on the flank. Lately, the dynamic 
playmaker has ended up around the goal line, which was where he was 
on Monday when he fed Tavares for a power-play goal.  

"He sees the ice really well from that space and makes the penalty killers 
have to turn and face their net and not have a great sense of what's 
happening behind them," said Keefe. "Whether it's Mitch or Will as the 
righties down there or John as a lefty, it presents some good 
opportunities." 

"We prioritized a lot of higher ice early in the season," Keefe continued, 
"but we've known we've needed to develop those lower options to really 
complete it and we've taken it a step at a time. That's been a big piece of 
how things have come together here. Being in sync, that's a big part of it, 
because you have to release at the appropriate times and in the right 
spots and then the timing of the passes have to be right so there's a lot of 
things that go into that. The guys are feeling it right now." 

Leafs power play finally in sync as Marner down-low look emerges 

With at least one power play goal over the past six games, the Maple 
Leafs' once struggling special teams unit has started to heat up. Sheldon 
Keefe spoke about what he sees as the reasons for their turnaround, 
including having Mitch Marner operate from below the goal line. 

-- 

After sitting out five games as a healthy scratch, Justin Holl returned to 
the lineup on Wednesday in Philadelphia. Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the 
Leafs were outshot 14-8 with Holl on the ice in five-on-five play.  

"Not quite where we want it to be, but it's going to take some time," Keefe 
said. "To think he was just going to come right back in and go right away 
back to the guy we've come to expect is probably not realistic. It's going 
to take some time to get there. There's the fact you haven't played for a 
little while, there's the confidence pieces, there's all those things that take 
a little time. He made some plays in the third period that really helped us 
on the breakout and that's the Justin Holl that I'm used to seeing. 
Defensively, I thought he was good. I didn't have any issues there. It was 
just some of the puck touches." 

Keefe thinks the entire defensive group can improve when it comes to 
play with the puck and that was a point of emphasis this morning.  

The return of Holl allowed the Leafs to reunite the top four from last 
season on Wednesday. Holl played with Jake Muzzin and T.J. Brodie 
rejoined Rielly.  

"To have him back and be in a more familiar pairing set, I think that's 
when you're most comfortable," noted Rielly, "and you feel the best going 
out with a guy you know, and you communicate differently. It's just a 
comfort thing." 
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USA TODAY / Washington Capitals' Alex Ovechkin passes Brett Hull for 
fourth place in all-time NHL goals 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 
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Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin began his spectacular career 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets, scoring two goals in his NHL debut 
in October 2005. 

More than 16 years later, he achieved another milestone against the Blue 
Jackets, firing a quick wrist shot past Joonas Korpisalo on Friday night 
for his 742nd career goal to pass Hall of Famer Brett Hull for sole 
possession of fourth place on the all-time list. 

Ovechkin's strike from the top of the right faceoff circle, after a nice 
backhand feed from countryman Evgeny Kuznetsov, tied the game 1-1 at 
10:19 of the first period. 

“It’s means a lot,” Ovechkin said of reaching fourth all-time after the 
Capitals' 4-3 win. “When you start playing hockey, and you came to the 
NHL, you never thought you’d be in that position with those names. It’s a 
special moment for me, my parents, my brother, my wife, kids.” 

Ovechkin had tied Hull on Monday against the Buffalo Sabres, a game in 
which he recorded his 600th career assist. 

Ovechkin, who signed a five-year deal in the offseason, is surging this 
season. He has 12 goals in 14 games after being limited to a career-low 
24 in the shortened 2021 season. He missed 11 games last season 
because of COVID-19 protocol and injuries and fell short of the 30-goal 
plateau for the first time.  

But he passed fifth-place Marcel Dionne (731) with two goals in the 2021-
22 season opener and has been held without a point in only two games.  

He has a good chance to pass Jaromir Jagr (766) this season. Next after 
that is Gordie Howe at 801 at No. 2.  

Ovechkin is pursuing Wayne Gretzky’s record 894 goals, a mark that was 
once thought to be unbreakable.   
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