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Former Canes defender Justin Faulk finally gets his PNC Arena homecoming with the Blues 

By Chip Alexander 

Justin Faulk was all set to return to PNC Arena — ready to 
play against the Carolina Hurricanes — in March 2020. 

Traded by the Canes to the St. Louis Blues, he had faced the 
Canes in a Blues home game, but had not made the return 
trip to Raleigh. He knew it would be emotional, that it would 
be challenging, but he was prepared for it. 

And then COVID-19 shut down the NHL, a week before the 
game at PNC Arena. 

It took a while, but Faulk’s moment is coming Saturday. For 
the first time since he was traded in September 2019, Faulk 
is back in Raleigh — and back to play the Hurricanes — in 
an arena where he spent the first eight years of his career. 

“It’ll be fun,” Faulk said Friday. “I’m kind of excited to do it 
and get it over with, while at the same time I know (the 
Canes) are playing (Friday) and I won’t be able to see any of 
the guys or whatnot. 

“It’ll be fun,” Faulk said Friday. “I’m kind of excited to do it 
and get it over with, while at the same time I know (the 
Canes) are playing (Friday) and I won’t be able to see any of 
the guys or whatnot. 

He does have 99 career goals, many scored at PNC Arena. 
Talk about having a milestone in sight. 

Faulk and the Blues’ hot start 

There’s also the matter of winning a hockey game. The 
Blues are 8-2-2 after an overtime loss Thursday against the 
Nashville Predators, in a road game in which Faulk had nine 
shots on goal and another three attempts blocked — sounds 
like one of his Canes games — while finishing with an assist. 

“I guess I need to find a way to put one of those in the net,” 
he said, chuckling. “We’d have liked to win that one but I 
think our team’s playing good and starting to find our identity 
and get going.” 

Faulk, drafted by Carolina in 2010, has played 696 regular-
season games. He was with the Canes for 559 of those 
games, setting franchise records for goals and points for a 
defenseman while gaining respect around the league for his 
hard-nosed defensive play and his heavy shot — the guy 
they call “Faulker” can bomb ‘em with the best in the NHL, 
especially on the power play. 

But as much as anything, Faulk is proud of helping the 
Canes reach the Stanley Cup playoffs in the 2018-19 
season, ending a playoff drought that had lasted for Carolina 
since 2009 and drained energy and enthusiasm from the 
franchise and its fans. 

Faulk had a goal and seven assists in 15 playoff games 
along with 46 hits and 19 blocked shots. Able to soak up 
minutes, he averaged 25:29 in ice time as the Canes won 

series against the Washington Capitals and New York 
Islanders before the fun run ended with a loss to the Boston 
Bruins in the Eastern Conference finals. 

Faulk had a goal and seven assists in 15 playoff games 
along with 46 hits and 19 blocked shots. Able to soak up 
minutes, he averaged 25:29 in ice time as the Canes won 
series against the Washington Capitals and New York 
Islanders before the fun run ended with a loss to the Boston 
Bruins in the Eastern Conference finals. 

That fateful trade 

Faulk was often at the center of trade speculation while with 
the Canes and once joked he had “been traded about 100 
times.” But the time came Sept. 24, 2019, when the Canes 
dealt Faulk and a draft pick to the Blues for defenseman Joel 
Edmundson, offensive prospect Dominik Bokk and a draft 
pick. 

“It’s business, that’s what it came down to,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said after the trade. “We wanted to keep 
him and in my mind made a good effort to keep him but it 
didn’t happen. It’s always tough to lose a guy who has had 
such a big impact on your group.” 

Faulk, 29, said his first season with the Blues was not what 
he wanted. 

“I take full responsibility for my play. I just didn’t play that 
well,” he said. “But it has been a great experience here. They 
had just won the Stanley Cup when I got here and it was a 
close-knit group and they were welcoming to me. And we still 
have a close group.” 

Several of Faulk’s teammates quickly came to his defense 
during the 2021 playoffs against the Colorado Avalanche. As 
he released a shot, Faulk took a vicious hit to the head from 
the Avs’ Nazem Kadri, leaving him knocked out on the ice. 

Kadri was suspended for eight games. Faulk, who suffered a 
concussion, was left to recover after the Blues were 
eliminated. 

“I went home and relaxed, took some time off, and when I 
went back to the gym I tested out pretty quick,” he said. “I 
didn’t skate for a month or so but everything in recovery went 
pretty well.” 

Faulk and the Blues have made amends with Kadri. St. Louis 
faced Colorado in the season opener Oct 16. Faulk scored 
the game’s first goal and Brayden Schenn fought Kadri 
during a 5-3 win. 

Faulk wasn’t through. In the Oct. 28 game against the Avs in 
St. Louis, he dropped the gloves with Kadri in the first minute 
and had it out, receiving 17 minutes in penalties. Kadri later 
scored as the Avs won. 

Has the issue been settled? 
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“It’s competitive, right?” Faulk said. “I appreciate what my 
teammates have done and then I did what I needed to do. 
But nothing else is on my mind in regards to that. If nothing 
happens moving forward, nothing happens.” 

Winning hockey games is all that matters, starting with the 
next one. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs St. Louis Blues 

When: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports, WCMC-99.9 FM 

 

Unlikely stars Alex Lyon, Brendan Smith lead the Carolina Hurricanes past the Blues 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the St. Louis Blues 3-2 on 
Saturday with Alex Lyon in net and Brendan Smith scoring 
the winning goal. 

That’s something Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t count 
on, say, about a week or so ago. Not when Lyon was the No. 
3 option at goalie and Smith watching games as a healthy 
scratch. 

But things can change quickly. An injury to goalie Antti 
Raanta and a heavy workload for Frederik Andersen had 
Brind’Amour going with Lyon against the Blues. With 
defenseman Brett Pesce still sidelined with an injury, Smith 
was playing his fourth game with the Canes. 

Both delivered against the Blues as the Canes improved to 
11-2-0. Lyon, making his first start with Carolina, had 27 
saves. Smith made him the winner with a shot from the left 
point that Blues goalie Joel Hofer could not track with 2:57 
left in regulation as the Canes’ Jordan Martinook screened 
him. 

“Any time you score your first with a franchise it’s real 
exciting,” Smith said. “I remember my first one with the Red 
Wings and then with the Rangers, and here it’s really 
thrilling, especially with the G-Dub.” 

Smith meant “GW,” the NHL notation for a game-winning 
goal. 

Brind’Amour would call it a “gutsy” win, coming a night after 
the Canes failed to hold a one-goal lead in the third period 
and were beaten 2-1 by the Philadelphia Flyers. The Blues, 
trailing 2-1 after the second, tied it on Vladimir Tarasenko’s 
goal in the opening minute of the third Saturday, but the 
Canes maintained their poise and won. 

“Right off the bat they got a quick goal but we didn’t stop,” 
Smith said. “We kept coming, kept the push going, and it 
worked out in our favor. 

“It’s a good club over there. They play a very similar style as 
we do. Sometimes, you have to just keep going. Roddy 
(Brind’Amour) calls it the stress game, and it you can win 
that stress game you ultimately come out on the better side 
of that.” 

The Canes built a 2-0 and it could have been 3-0 had rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis not had a goal taken away -- for the 
second straight night. Against the Flyers, Jarvis was ruled to 
have been offside before scoring. Against the Blues, he 

scored off a rebound but the goal disallowed after the refs 
ruled the whistle had been blown, even as the puck bounced 
around the crease. 

Sebastian Aho scored off a smoked one-timer on a power 
play in the second period for his sixth goal of the season, 
and defenseman Brady Skjei went top-shelf against Hofer off 
an Aho pass in transition in the first. Andrei Svechnikov 
assisted on both goals, forcing a turnover in the neutral zone 
that led to Skjei’s score, and Tony DeAngelo also had a pair 
of assists. 

The Blues (8-3-2) picked up their first goal in the second 
period after a Svechnikov penalty, scoring with one second 
left in the power play as Pavel Buchnevich banged in a 
rebound. Taransenko’s goal hiked up the stress level. 

Lyon, 28, was making the 23rd career NHL game for the 
former Yale goalie, who was recalled from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL on Nov. 7, a day after Raanta suffered a 
concussion at Florida. It was his seventh career win for the 
former Flyer. 

“I was pretty locked in tonight,” Lyon said. “I think I’m good 
enough to play up here and in that sense you try not to put 
much pressure on yourself.” 

In the Blues net, Hofer was making his second career start 
as coach Craig Berube decided to sit Jordan Bennington, 
who has played 10 games. One interesting story line was 
that Hofer, 21, was Jarvis’ teammate for two years in junior 
with the Portland Winterhawks of the WHL. 

It also was the return game for Blues defenseman Justin 
Faulk, who spent eight seasons with the Canes before being 
traded to St. Louis in September 2019. Faulk, always a 
popular player with Carolina and called a “great Hurricane” 
by Brind’Amour, received a big hand from Canes fans when 
a tribute was played on the big board in the first period. 

The Canes will not play at home until Nov. 28 against 
Washington, going on the road for the next six games. 
Forward Martin Necas, who missed his second game with an 
illness, should rejoin the lineup and Brind’Amour is hopeful of 
soon getting back Pesce, Raanta and injured forward Nino 
Niederreiter. 

Until then … 

“We need guys to step in and play and make an impact, not 
just take up space,” Brind’Amour said. “They’ve got to make 
an impact.”
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Hurricanes vibe check: The next men up play the heroes in win over Blues 

By Sara Civian 

The Canes blew a two-goal lead, then came back to beat the 
Blues, 3-2, on a goal with 2:57 left at PNC Arena on 
Saturday. Unlikely hero Brendan Smith notched the game-
winner, which he referred to as the “g-dub” afterward. It was 
a great start and an electric finish featuring Alex Lyon’s debut 
in net, and the Canes advanced to 11-2-0 on the season. 

“We’re missing three big, big players out of our group,” head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “If you count (Frederik 
Andersen) not playing tonight, that’s another one. We need 
guys to step in and make an impact, not just take up space. 
They’ve got to make an impact, and they did.” 

It’s Saturday night, and judging by the tailgate scene outside 
of PNC Arena earlier, many of you are feeling all right. Let’s 
get straight to the vibes. 

• Brady Skjei struck first, 1:15 into this one, after the Canes’ 
best start in recent memory, and this time his wasn’t the 
disallowed goal du jour. Skjei also had four shots and what 
had to be tons of scoring attempts in general. He joked 
before the season that we might see him flying around the 
ice, but hey, here we are. He played 22:29 at even strength 
Saturday — lung capacity for days. He’s been solid these 
past three games, and the team has needed that in the 
absence of his D-partner, Brett Pesce. 

• And of course, there was net front, with first-liner Seth 
Jarvis screening the goalie on that play. What a time to be 
alive. I also don’t know if I’ve ever seen two goals by the 
same player — let alone a rookie — overturned in a 24-hour 
period in all my years of watching the NHL. On Friday, it was 
disallowed after review due to offside. Saturday brought a 
delayed penalty. Jarvis’ goal theoretically could have 
counted if the Blues didn’t touch the puck, but unfortunately 
for him, they had the foresight. 

This had to be the most frustrated person yelling “AGAIN!” 
on a sheet of ice since Herb Brooks. Jarvis has had some 
incredibly bad luck this weekend. 

“It’s unfortunate,” Brind’Amour said. “What do you say about 
it? It’s tough luck right now. But again, whether you’re getting 
those goals or not, that’s really not what’s giving him for me 
the confidence in playing him. He’s doing other things. He’s 
been good.” 

Other things, like that screen on Skjei’s goal! 

• When Sebastian Aho’s on, he’s on. His power-play goal 
was much needed, but his assist on Skjei’s opener was even 
more impressive. 

• Alex Lyon played his 23rd career NHL game Saturday and 
his first as a Hurricane. The defense held it down for him in 

the first, allowing only six shots, but then things started to 
open up. He did pretty well for someone on his 23rd major-
league game over the span of three years, stopping 27 of 29 
shots and enduring a few penalty kills. What really struck me, 
though, was his postgame interview. I could transcribe it, but 
I think you just need to watch this. 

• Justin Faulk got a nice return video and applause from the 
crowd in his first time back at PNC Arena since he was 
traded. It couldn’t have been easy to be one of the main 
scapegoats of the Canes’ nine-year playoff drought. I was 
always happy he got to experience that first playoff run 
before he was traded in 2019. That straight-out-of-the-box 
goal against the Islanders in the second round is etched in 
Hurricanes lore. 

• You want to know what kind of player Jordan Staal is and 
why he’s so beloved by teammates and coaches 
everywhere, watch how he played after the Canes gave up 
their two-goal lead in the beginning of the first. Immediately, 
he had two great chances and looked like he was almost 
singlehandedly willing the Canes to win in the following 
shifts. 

• But then it was — checks notes, yep — Brendan Smith who 
would end up giving the Canes the winning goal with 2:57 to 
play. His first of the season came off Tony DeAngelo’s 
second great feed of the night. Another electric postgame 
interview, might I add. 

“It was exciting,” he said of his first Hurricanes goal, four 
games into his career. “Anytime you score your first with a 
franchise, it’s really exciting. You remember almost 
everything about the play and who made the pass. I 
remember my first one with the Red Wings and the Rangers 
and now here. It’s really thrilling, especially with it being a ‘g-
dub.’ It’s exciting. Tony has great vision. We see that on the 
power play, too. He was able to slow everything down. His 
passes are so perfect. They’re right on your tape, but it’s 
more so how they are. They’re putting you in a position to 
make a play, and I was able to walk into a slapshot and we 
had a good screen in front and sometimes they just go in. I 
was obviously very excited, and it’s a moment that I’m never 
going to forget.” 

• In honor of World Kindness Day or something (I swear, like 
five or six years ago we didn’t have all these internet 
holidays every day, right?) the Canes donated to the 
Montreal Canadiens Children’s Foundation. You love to see 
it. 

• Yes, I have seen Ian Cole’s suit. Yes, he is in consideration 
for the next edition of the style rankings. I appreciate the 
dozen of you who made sure I didn’t miss it.
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Smith’s 1st goal lift Hurricanes over Blues 

Alex Lyon won his first start with Carolina 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For the second time in as many nights, the 
Hurricanes entered the third period with a one-goal lead. And 
just like Friday, Carolina allowed the equalizer early in the 
final frame. 

On Saturday, the result was different. 

Brendan Smith slap shot from the left point beat Blues 
goaltender Joel Hofer on the short side with just under three 
minutes remaining to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 win in front of 
a sellout crowd Saturday at PNC Arena. 

“We had a good screen in front, and sometimes they just go 
in,” Smith said of his first goal with the Hurricanes. “So I’m 
obviously very excited, and it’s a moment that I’m never 
gonna forget.” 

The game-winning goal came after St. Louis tied the game at 
2 just 48 seconds into the final period when Vladimir 
Tarasenko scored on a rebound. 

It could have been deja vu all over again for the Hurricanes, 
who allowed the equalizer early in the third period on Friday 
against Philadelphia and lost when the Flyers added another 
in a 2-1 loss. 

“We want to play our best hockey in the third period,” said 
Sebastian Aho, who had a goal and an assist on the night. 
“They’re a good team. They made a good push there and 
scored a goal, but it didn’t matter. We just stick with it.” 

That meant on Saturday, it was Carolina who got the go-
ahead goal. 

After Jordan Martinook took on three St. Louis players and 
ripped a shot off Hofer’s shoulder, he retrieved the puck 
behind the net and cycled it around the boards to Teuvo 
Teravainen. Teravainen pushed it to the point to defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo, who went across the ice to his defense 
partner for the shot and goal. 

“Tony’s got great vision,” Smith said of DeAngelo, who had 
two assists. “We see that on the power play, and he was 
able to slow everything down and his passes are so perfect. 
They’re right on your tape, but it’s how they are. They’re 
putting you in a position to make a play.” 

While Hofer was making his second career start, journeyman 
Alex Lyon was making his first with the Hurricanes. 

Called up from the AHL’s Chicago Wolves after Antti Raanta 
was injured in last Saturday’s loss in Florida, Lyon got the 

start on the tail end of a back-to-back. He answered with 27 
saves for his first win with the Hurricanes and seventh of his 
career. 

“Coming up to the NHL, it’s something that I’ve battled for a 
long time and just trying to find my way,” Lyon said. “I think 
I’m good enough to play up here. So in a sense, you try not 
to put too much pressure on yourself.” 

Brind’Amour, who had said ahead of Lyon’s start that he 
didn’t know what to expect from the mostly unfamiliar 
goaltender in his first start with the team, came away with a 
solid first impression on the 28-year-old who had spent the 
first five years of his professional career in the Flyers 
organization. 

“It was huge,” Brind’Amour said of Lyon’s performance. “He 
made a lot of big saves, especially on the kill. … It was great 
to see him perform like that.” 

Also unfamiliar was Hofer (21 saves), the lanky second-year 
pro who had won his debut on Nov. 4 in San Jose. 

But after struggling to solve Flyers goalie Carter Hart the 
night before, it took Carolina only one shot to figure out 
Hofer. 

Aho found a seam through the Blues defense and passed to 
a crashing Brady Skjei, who wristed a shot — one of eight 
shot attempts and four on goal for the defenseman — over 
Hofer’s right shoulder for his first goal of the season. 

“He was really good,” Brind’Amour said of Skjei. “He logs a 
lot of minutes. … That’s hard, heavy minutes.” 

The Hurricanes then appeared to go up two just past the first 
period’s midway point, but for the second straight night, Seth 
Jarvis had his second career goal called off. 

After Jarvis had drawn a penalty, the puck wound up in a 
scrum near the net on the delayed call. Jarvis banged it in 
near the right post past Hofer — his former teammate with 
the WHL’s Portland Winterhawks — but the referees 
conferred and determined St. Louis had gained possession 
prior to the goal and the play was dead due to the impending 
penalty. 

Carolina didn’t score on that power play, but it did convert on 
its second chance. 

DeAngelo threaded a pass through the Blues penalty kill and 
Aho one-timed it past Hofer for a 2-0 lead at 3:44 of the 
second period. 
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“He’s the quarterback there,” Aho said of DeAngelo. “A lot of 
the plays go through him. …He’s very good at it, and he’s a 
great player.” 

St. Louis answered with a power play goal of its own when 
Pavel Buchnevich scored from near the same spot Jarvis 
had previously been denied a goal, getting his fourth of the 
year at 12:30 of the middle frame to cut the lead in half. 

But despite allowing the tying goal early in the third, the 
Hurricanes found a way to win and improve to 11-2-0 on the 
season, thanks in part to Lyon. 

“He gave us a chance to win a hockey game, and that’s all 
you can ask from a goalie,” Aho said. 

Notes: It was Justin Faulk’s first game back in PNC Arena 
since he signed a seven-year, $45.5 million contract with the 
Blues in 2019. The team honored its former co-captain with a 
tribute on the video board. He finished with a team-high 
24:36 of ice time and four hits. … Andrei Svechnikov finished 
with two assists but also had two minor penalties. … Skjei 
played 25:06, including a whopping 22:29 at even strength 
— five minutes more than Jaccob Slavin.

 

 

Recap: Smith's Game-Winner Caps Canes Victory Over St. Louis 

Team advances to 11-2-0 in Alex Lyon's team debut 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes capped off a back-
to-back set at PNC Arena Saturday night with a 3-2 victory 
over the St. Louis Blues. 

The Big Moment 

The biggest moment of the entire evening came with just a 
shade under three minutes remaining in regulation, tied at a 
2-2 contest. The Canes had unfortunately let go of a third 
period lead for the second consecutive night and were now 
just mere minutes from heading to overtime. Friday night 
against Philadelphia two goals in 6:14 sealed the Canes' 
fate, giving them no points in the standings despite playing a 
strong game for 40+ minutes. A similar result tonight would 
have severely dampened the gusto surrounding a team that 
entered the home set 10-1, coming off of a victory over the 
defending Stanley Cup champion earlier in the week. 

It was then when first-year Cane Brendan Smith received a 
pass at the left side of the point from Tony DeAngelo, where 
he'd then wind up and fire, beating St. Louis Blues rookie 
netminder Joel Hofer to put his team ahead and send the 
PNC Arena crowd into a celebratory mode. There was a 
strong sense of tensity in the air for the 16 minutes between 
Smith's eventual game-winner and the game-tying goal from 
Vladimir Tarasenko to start the period, and the Canes 
blueliner released that sensation with a positive spin for the 
home crowd. 

Lyon's Debut 

With Frederik Andersen having played the full 60 minutes 
against Philadelphia on Friday and Antti Raanta still unable 
to play after suffering his injury one week ago against 
Florida, Rod Brind'Amour and staff turned to 28-year-old 
Alex Lyon in net on Saturday. 

Signed in the off-season to provide depth behind the two 
aforementioned goalies, Lyon had played 22 career NHL 

games over four seasons entering his first start with the 
Canes this evening. 

Beginning his evening slowly with just six shots against in the 
opening period, the Yale product's workload increased as the 
evening went on and in the midst of a stretch of three minor 
penalties within nine minutes for the Canes during the 
second period, he was finally cracked for his first goal 
against on the night. In the first minute of the third, a second 
effort by the Blues made it a tied contest. 

There was an evident push from the visiting side in the third, 
but Lyon hung in, shutting the door on all remaining shots 
from his opposition, bringing his night to 27 stops on 29 
shots with a win at the end of the night. 

What They Said About It: 

Brendan Smith on his game-winning goal, which was also his 
first with the club: 

"For me, it's really exciting. Anytime you score your first with 
the franchise you remember every play, who made the pass, 
everything about it. I remember my first one with the Red 
Wings, it's really thrilling, especially with it being the game-
winner." 

Alex Lyon following the win, candidly: 

"I feel good. I feel normal. I feel like every time I play up here 
it gets a little easier. Feeling like normal on the back end is a 
positive thing for me." 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team being able to win a game with 
so much of the lineup in flux over the last 48 hours due to 
injuries and illnesses: 

"Every team goes through it. There's team's that miss a 
bunch of guys and then find a way. Hockey is interesting in 
that sense, that you can certainly do that. Not long-term, I 
think it starts to show. Short-term, you can kind of grind it out 
with the guys you have. It was a gutsy effort." 

Bonus Notes: 
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 Martin Necas (illness) did not play for a second 
consecutive night. 

 For a second straight night Seth Jarvis had a goal 
wiped away. Friday night it was due to an offsides, 
tonight it was deemed that St. Louis did have 
possession on a delayed penalty before Jarvis fit it 
home. 

 Forward Sebastian Aho had one goal and one 
assist en route to being named the game's first star. 

 Defenseman Brady Skjei led all skaters with 25:06 
played. He opened the Canes' scoring just 75 
seconds in, the team's fastest goal to start a game 
this season. He also finished tied with the team lead 

with four shots on goal, noticeably present up and 
down the ice all night. 

 Former Canes captain Justin Faulk made his return 
to PNC Arena for the first time since being traded in 
September of 2019. A video tribute played during 
the first period and he then led all Blues in time on 
ice. 

What's Next?: 

The team has off on Sunday and will then practice Monday 
before departing for a near two-week road trip that will keep 
them away from PNC Arena until November 28. The trip 
includes games against Vegas, Anaheim, Los Angeles, San 
Jose, Seattle and Philadelphia.

 

Writers Roundtable: The First Month 

The team's two content contributors put their heads together 
to discuss the team's first 30 days of play 

By Scott Burnside and Walt Ruff 

One month ago today the Carolina Hurricanes played their 
regular season opener against the New York Islanders. 

Since then, there's been a franchise record-setting 9-0-0 
start, individual history rewritten, and that's been just the 
beginning. We're not sure anyone could have predicted all 
that has transpired. 

So, what do the Hurricanes do for an encore? What does the 
second month of this critical season in the Hurricanes' rise to 
elite status have in store? Well, we may not be able to see 
the future but we're not afraid to share our thoughts on what 
has been and what lies ahead. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, that has been a rocking first month to 
the NHL season in Raleigh. You must be a good luck charm. 
And while the old adage holds true that you can't win the 
Stanley Cup in October it is equally true you can lose it in the 
opening weeks of the season. The Hurricanes, of course, put 
themselves in a great spot with their record-breaking start to 
the season, so let's start with an easy one. Who's your first-
month MVP? 

Walt Ruff: I don't know about the good luck charm part, but I 
won't argue with you. The first month of the season has been 
all that Canes fans could ask for, and more. Perspective is 
important in times like this, right? If you would have told any 
player, staff member or fan that the team would be 11-2-0 
through the first month, they'd be overwhelmed with joy. In 
terms of a Most Valuable Player, it must be Frederik 
Andersen. The cumulative team effort has been fantastic, but 
where would they be with even average goaltending? His 
third star of the month honors for October were very well 
deserved and hopefully his hot hand continues moving 
forward. 

Scott Burnside: So, I guess "Freddie" is going to be a good 
fit. Ha. Ha. Didn't see Andersen starting 11 of the team's first 
13 games and being among the NHL leaders in all 
meaningful goaltending stats starting with wins - nine - but 
looking ahead after losing Antti Raanta, who came on in 
relief of Andersen last Saturday in Florida only to be crushed 

by Ryan Lomberg, it does throw the goaltending into an early 
state of flux, no? I admit I was surprised that Raanta didn't 
get more action early on and now the 'Canes will look to 
balance Andersen's workload with veteran minor pro 
netminder Alex Lyon. Now Carolina has had good success in 
recent years with lower profile netminders seizing the 
moment as Curtis McElhinney did so well in 2018-19. Can 
Lyon, 28, with only 23 NHL appearances to his credit give 
Andersen the rest he'll need? My pal Mike McKenna at 
Dailyfaceoff.com believes Lyon is a capable NHL netminder. 
But if he falters, pending how long it takes Raanta to get 
back into the lineup, does this put pressure on GM Don 
Waddell to explore the goaltending market in-season well in 
advance of the trade deadline? How do you see this playing 
out? 

Walt Ruff: I think a lot of people were surprised that Raanta 
only started one game of the initial stretch, but with how 
good Freddie was playing, how could you take him out? All 
credit where credit is due to both Brind'Amour and 
goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder, that had to have been a 
difficult decision to make going into some of those games 
and it turns out they made the right call in every single one. 
Even in the Florida game, you can't pin that on Andersen. In 
regard to Lyon, who am I to argue with goaltending 
afficionado Mike McKenna? If there's anybody who knows 
anything about being in between the pipes, it's him. I was so 
happy to see Lyon get a shot Saturday and there are a lot of 
people in Philadelphia that feel as if he never got a fair 
chance during his time there. If I may say so too, what an 
outstanding young man. Approachable and kind, he told me 
of his aspirations to maybe get into broadcasting when he is 
done, just like McKenna has. I digress, I think it's too early to 
speculate on if a move will need to be made. Again, you 
have to see what Lyon can do, right? Albeit before my time 
with the team, a young man that hadn't really been given a 
shot in net came through when it was needed most for the 
club not long ago, correct? 

Scott Burnside: Good call by you, Walt. So, lots of folks 
would say this is a perfect start to the season. But perfect is 
an illusion, a mirage in the distance, something to aspire to 
but never to be achieved. You get my drift. So, what are the 
key areas for this team to focus on moving forward after the 
first month? For me one of the keys will be discipline. The 
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Hurricanes sometimes lack for that and as I pen this 
following their win over St. Louis, they are tied for first in the 
league with 59 minor penalties. Of course not all penalties 
can be avoided and the NHL has pledged (at least for the 
moment) to crack down on cross-checking penalties, so that 
might skew the numbers a bit. But the Hurricanes take a lot 
of offensive zone penalties and these are penalties that can 
be eliminated from their game and I would venture must be 
curtailed if they're going to be a legitimate Cup contender. 
The fact the Hurricanes have a top 10 penalty kill may help 
blunt the damage done but I do think discipline is one area 
that they need to address as we move forward. What about 
you Walt, is there an area of concern or a red flag for you 
heading into Month Two of this season?  

Walt Ruff: I, and I envision Rod Brind'Amour would too, 
agree with you in saying that discipline is a big area for 
improvement in the second month of the season. It's no 
secret Chicago has struggled out of the gate, but in the 
Hurricanes' win on Wednesday, November 3, how many 
other teams WOULD score with eight minutes of third period 
power play time in a game that was both tied or down by 
one? They dodged a bullet there but then obviously didn't get 
as lucky against Florida. But, look at that one on the other 
end of the paradigm - the Panthers scored three on the 
power play in the first period. If you take away the Canes 
penalties (regardless of how correct or incorrect the actual 
calls were themselves), it's a 1-0 game going into the 
second. The final 40 minutes of that contest could completely 
change if those penalties hadn't come to life. I don't mean to 
sound too knit-picky; it is just one loss after all, but it just 
goes to show that even that could be different. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, okay, so, how about some things that 
surprised you about this month vis a vis the Hurricanes? I'll 
start (which makes it easier for me, ha, ha). So pleased for 
rookie Seth Jarvis. Not only does the 13th overall pick get a 
chance to stick with the club out of training camp when he 
does get an opportunity to slide into the lineup he absolutely 
embraces the moment. Jarvis has even managed to get in 
quite a bit of power play time, which should also be a big 
boost to the confidence. Hard on the puck, unafraid to get to 
the hard areas of the ice, it was a great first impression for 
the 19-year-old. It's a small sample but in a league where 
depth is king Jarvis's first impressions bode well for the 
coming months and years. How about you? 

Walt Ruff: That's a fantastic point, Scott. I think Jarvis is 
where I likely would have gone with this question, so kudos 
to you for making the veteran play in going first. Thankfully 
though, there's plenty to love about Ethan Bear thus far. 
What a welcomed addition on the blue line. He's been 
logging some serious minutes, especially in the absence of 
Brett Pesce as of late. I saw a stat not long ago that showed 
through the first ten games of the season, Bear had 43 
offensive zone starts and 119 defensive zone starts. Talk 
about trust early in a tenure with the team. Evidently it's there 
between he and defensive coach Tim Gleason, and that's 
wonderful to see already.  

Scott Burnside: Totally on board with the Bear appreciation. 
So much upside there. And sticking with a blue line that 
underwent a significant metamorphosis with the departure of 
Dougie Hamilton I have to admit, one of the moments I'll take 

away from the first month is the night Tony DeAngelo 
delivered a Gordie Howe hat-trick, a goal, an assist and a 
fight. Hurricanes' fans responded by chanting his name at 
PNC Arena. Again, this is a small sample size for a player 
whose signing by the Hurricanes as a free agent this 
summer was more than a little polarizing. DeAngelo's history 
of behavioral issues have dogged him since junior and led to 
his banishment by the New York Rangers. But his early 
returns in Carolina have been exemplary both in terms of his 
production - he delivered 13 points and was a nice plus-11 
through his first 13 games - and his connection to his 
teammates, coaching staff and the fan base. DeAngelo 
signed a one-year deal with Carolina and he understands 
this is a make-or-break season for him in terms of 
rehabilitating his image and paving the way to a long career 
in the NHL. What do you make of DeAngelo's contributions 
and his presence on the squad? 

Walt Ruff: I made note of this on a recent podcast 
appearance I had, but I want to be clear that my comments 
here are going to be in attempt to play it right down the 
middle. I'm cognizant of what's transpired in Tony's past and 
I'm also aware of what's going on this season. When Tony 
does something good and I tweet about it, I have people 
telling me not to support him. When Tony does something 
and I don't tweet about it, I have people asking me why I 
don't talk about him. What I can say is that he certainly has 
done well on the ice thus far. Especially for being one of the 
many newcomers of the team. The chants that night caught 
me by surprise, but on the ice, he certainly brought the juice 
during that game and the crowd loved it. As someone who 
hopes to see the team succeed in all facets, I hope that his 
on-ice performance continues. Away from the ice, in the 
handful of media scrums that I've been a part of with Tony, 
he has been kind, thorough with his answers and does not 
have a lack of confidence. I do believe he understands the 
magnitude of this year and I hope for all parties involved it 
continues to go smoothly. 

Scott Burnside: Here's a little follow-up, the Hurricanes will 
be well-represented at the Beijing Olympics in February and 
I'm wondering if DeAngelo's performance will give some folks 
at USA Hockey pause when they consider their lineup. 
Interesting, as I'm penning this four of the top five point-
producers among defensemen in the NHL are U.S. players; 
defending Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox, Kevin 
Shattenkirk,, Seth Jones (who has already been named to 
the team) and DeAngelo. Hard to imagine DeAngelo ends up 
among Team USA's top eight given the depth available to 
the U.S. management team, but if he keeps producing at this 
rate it will make for some interesting discussion. Any Olympic 
thoughts as it relates to the Hurricanes Walt? 

Walt Ruff: That's a great point about DeAngelo and Team 
USA, I honestly had not thought about that. You'd have to 
think Jaccob Slavin and maybe even as a longshot Brett 
Pesce would be a part of that same discussion too, right? Of 
course, I understand that the likelihood of all three being on 
the roster is next to zero, but still to have three potentially in 
consideration is a testament to the strength of this team. The 
forward group though? Talk about well represented. Aho, 
Necas, Niederreiter, Svechnikov and Teravainen are all locks 
for their respective teams, no? 
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Scott Burnside: My guess is that Jaccob Slavin will be 
sporting red, white and blue in February. He has quietly 
become one of the most respected defenders in the game, in 
my opinion. Much harder, I think, for Brett Pesce given the 
American depth and his current injury status. Agreed on the 
other Hurricanes you mentioned, though. Can Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi (see below) join that group of talented Finns? 
Maybe. I'm guessing Jesper Fast gets a hard look for Team 
Sweden given his versatility. Vincent Trocheck will be on 
Team USA's radar for sure. And of course Frederik 
Andersen will be a critical part of Denmark's first Olympic 
tournament.  

Scott Burnside: Here's an easy one Walt. The team leaves 
tomorrow for their longest road trip of the season. You're 
going. What's the biggest packing challenge for you and 
what are you most looking forward to on this epic journey 
that includes six games five against western-based U.S. 
teams? 

Walt Ruff: At this point in time, I haven't even started packing 
yet, which is a problem within itself. In fact, the suit I intend to 
take with is still at the dry cleaners. Talk about cutting it 
close. Packing for 12 days on the road is daunting. I think the 
longest I have ever done at any point in my hockey career 
was four days. I may be in trouble here, Scott. Pending I 
have a suitcase packed, I'm most looking forward to seeing 
both Vegas and Seattle during the trip. As someone who has 
not experienced "The Fortress" yet, I'm incredibly excited to 
see that building and their game presentation. The same 
could be said for Seattle. I've heard rave reviews about 
Climate Pledge Arena, so I can't wait to set foot there. 

Scott Burnside: And finally, a two-parter for me, is there a 
player or part of this team you're looking forward to watching 
in the next month and what Eastern Conference foe are you 
most curious about tracking over the next month? Me? I'll go 
with Jesperi Kotkaniemi. I think Rod Brind'Amour has been 
patient with the new Hurricane who of course came over via 
a highly publicized offer sheet accepted by the former 

Montreal Canadien. He's a natural center but is still learning 
the NHL game at the wing and has played, at times, with 
Finnish countrymen Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
but also been moved down the lineup as befitting a player 
who has three points in 11 games. I think this month will be 
important for finding a nice spot for the 21-year-old to get into 
a nice rhythm and find a comfort zone. And as for another 
team, how about Florida? The Panthers along with Carolina 
have established themselves as early Titans of the East but 
they've had to adjust to life under interim head coach Andrew 
Brunette who took over after Joel Quenneville was forced to 
resign in the wake of the Chicago Blackhawks current 
investigation. Can Brunette, a highly respected hockey man 
who has a wide range of experience since retiring as a 
player, keep the Panthers on their current arc? Interesting 
times in South Florida to be sure. What say you, Walt?  

Walt Ruff: Kotkaniemi is a great pick, Scott. There seems to 
still be folks overlooking that two years ago he spent time in 
the American Hockey League and last season he started 
over in Finland before the NHL season began. He still needs 
time. I'm sure the team would love to see more out of him, 
but were any of us exceptional in our careers at 21 years of 
age and in our first year at our second place of employment? 
As the married folks say, "love is patient, love is kind". Let's 
continue to show some love to Jesperi and hopefully good 
things will come. As far as watching another team goes, can 
I give you the cop out answer of just keeping tabs on the 
Metropolitan Division as a whole? I mean, it's hard to expect 
Pittsburgh and the Islanders to stay where they are presently 
in the division for long. Those are two organizations with 
talent and strong cultures. But who jostles where when those 
two inevitably come up? It's already shaping up to be a 
murderers' row in the spring for this batch of teams.  

Scott Burnside: Great work Walt and good luck with that 
suitcase. Enjoy Vegas and Seattle - but not too much - and 
can't wait to do this again next month. 

Walt Ruff: Glad you're on our team, Scott.
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Hurricanes defeat Blues with late goal by Smith 

Defenseman scores first for Carolina with 2:57 left to break 
tie 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brendan Smith scored the go-ahead goal 
for the Carolina Hurricanes with 2:57 remaining in a 3-2 win 
against the St. Louis Blues at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist, Andrei Svechnikov 
and Tony DeAngelo each had two assists, and Alex Lyon 
made 27 saves in his debut with the Hurricanes (11-2-0). 

Smith took a cross-ice pass from DeAngelo inside the blue 
line and scored on a slap shot for his first goal in his fourth 
game with Carolina. 

"[DeAngelo's] passes are so perfect. They're right on your 
tape, but they're putting you in a position to make a play," 
Smith said. "I was able to walk into a slap shot. We had a 
good screen in front. I'm obviously very excited. It's a 
moment I'm never going to forget." 

Lyon signed with the Hurricanes as a free agent July 30 and 
was recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League 
on Nov. 7. It was the 23rd NHL game for the 28-year-old. 

"Coming up to the NHL is something I've battled for a long 
time, just trying to find my way," Lyon said. "Hopefully I'm 
good enough to be up here. I feel like every time I play up 
here, it gets a little easier." 

Pavel Buchnevich and Vladimir Tarasenko scored, and 
Robert Thomas had two assists for the Blues (8-3-2). Joel 
Hofer made 21 saves in his second NHL start. 

"It was a good game, a tight game, but you hate giving up 
that goal late in the third period like that," St. Louis coach 
Craig Berube said. "I thought the second half of the game, 
we looked really good. In the end, you've got to find a way to 
get three goals." 

Brady Skjei gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 1:15 of the first 
period when he scored from the left face-off circle off a pass 
from Aho. Svechnikov started the play when he stripped the 
puck from Thomas in the neutral zone. 

Aho scored on the power play for a 2-0 lead at 3:44 of the 
second period when he one-timed a shot in the right circle off 
a pass from DeAngelo from the left point. 

The Blues cut the lead to 2-1 with a power-play goal at 
12:30. Lyon made the save on a shot by Jordan Kyrou, but 
Thomas fed Buchnevich for a shot into an open net. 

Tarasenko tied the game 2-2 48 seconds into the third period 
after Ivan Barbashev chipped the puck to him in front of the 
net. 

"In the room, going out for the third, I think we were excited," 
St. Louis captain Ryan O'Reilly said. "We knew we were 
going to find a way to put ourselves back and find a way to 
win a hockey game. We came out strong and had 
momentum." 

Lyon was sharp in the second period, when eight of 13 shots 
on goal for the Blues came on the power play. He came 
across the crease to deny James Neal at the right post at 
14:49 with the Hurricanes shorthanded, then made the save 
on a slap shot by Jake Walman from between the circles at 
5-on-5 at 17:15. 

NOTES: Defenseman Justin Faulk had one shot on goal and 
four hits in 24:36 in his first game against the Hurricanes 
since they traded him to the Blues on Sept. 24, 2019. He 
played his first eight NHL seasons for Carolina. … It was 
Svechnikov's fifth multipoint game this season, and the third 
for DeAngelo. … The Hurricanes tied their season low for 
shots on goal in a game with 24 (also in 3-0 win against 
Boston Bruins on Oct. 28). … Skjei played 25:06, his 
second-most ice time in three seasons with Carolina (25:50 
against Dallas Stars on Jan. 31, 2021).
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Smith’s late goal lifts Hurricanes past Blues 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Brendan Smith scored his first goal 
of the season with 2:57 remaining as the Carolina Hurricanes 
beat the St. Louis Blues 3-2 on Saturday night. 

Brady Skjei and Sebastian Aho also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who avoided a second straight loss after holding 
a lead in third period. Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo 
both had two assists. Alex Lyon had 27 saves in his Carolina 
debut. 

Smith and Lyon are aiming to make good impressions as 
Hurricanes newcomers. 

Smith, a defenseman, was in his fourth game with the team 
after he signed in the offseason as a free agent. 

“Anytime you score your first with a franchise, it’s real 
exciting,” Smith said. “It’s a moment that I’m never going to 
forget.” 

Lyon’s previous 22 NHL games came with the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

“Just trying to find my way,” Lyon said. “Hopefully, I think I’m 
good enough to play up here. … You’re trying to prove 
yourself on a daily basis when you get to a new organization. 
Trying to prove your worth, your value.” 

Carolina lost two of its previous three games – the lone 
setbacks of its season. That included failing to protect a one-
goal lead Friday night against Philadelphia. 

“I thought we did better tonight in getting back to our game 
right away after (it was tied),” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Pavel Buchnevich and Vladimir Tarasenko scored for the 
Blues. Joel Hofer, playing in his second NHL game, had 21 
saves and suffered his first loss. 

Tarasenko tied it 2-2 as he got his own rebound in front and 
slipped the puck past Lyon 48 seconds into the third period. 

The Blues won their other four games this season when the 
opponent scored first. But being in those situations isn’t 
ideal. 

“No matter who we’re playing, it’s up to us to bring the 
energy each and every night,” Blues center Ryan O’Reilly 
said. 

The Hurricanes scored 75 seconds into the game when Skjei 
scored his first of the season. That tied for the fastest goal at 
the beginning of a game for Carolina this season. 

Aho doubled the Hurricanes’ lead with a power-play goal at 
3:44 of the second. 

Buchnevich knocked in a rebound with 1 second left on a St. 
Louis power play with 7 1/2 minutes left in the middle period 
to pull the Blues to 2-1. 

This outcome broke a trend for the Blues of alternating wins 
and losses in their past eight games. There wasn’t enough 
execution at the offensive end, particularly with the score tied 
in the third period. 

“In the end, we’ve got to find a way to get three goals,” St. 
Louis coach Craig Berube said. 

TAKE YOUR TURN 

Lyon became the third goalie used this season by the 
Hurricanes. All three of them are in their first seasons with 
the Carolina franchise.  

“We’re not sure what we’re getting,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
hasn’t played yet for us. There’s a lot going on for him.” 

Lyon followed Frederik Andersen, who’s 9-2-0, and Antti 
Raanta, who’s 1-0-0 in two outings, in the crease for the 
Hurricanes. Raanta has been out with an injury since last 
Saturday. 

WE KNOW HIM 

Blues defenseman Justin Faulk played his first game in 
Raleigh as a member of the opposing team. He was drafted 
by Carolina in 2010 and played in 559 games for the 
Hurricanes before a September 2019 trade. He was a 
Hurricanes co-captain – sharing that distinction with current 
captain Jordan Staal in 2017-18 -- and All-Star, while holding 
the franchise record for goals among defensemen with 85. 

Faulk was about a week away from returning in March 2020 
when the Blues were slated to visit. Instead, the pandemic 
shutdown the season at that point. 

UP NEXT 

Blues: Host Edmonton on Sunday night to begin a three-
game homestand. 

Hurricanes: At Vegas on Tuesday night to start a six-game 
road trip.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 14, 2021 

 

 

 

Lyon, Smith play hero in Canes’ 3-2 win over Blues 

The Carolina Hurricanes got a game winner from Brendan 
Smith and a great effort in net from Alex Lyon, as the depth 
was on full display Saturday night in a win over St. Louis.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

Everyone had Brendan Smith on their game-winning goal 
ticket, right? 

Regardless, the Canes did get the 3-2 win over the St. Louis 
Blues, as Smith blasted a shot from the point late in the third 
period to secure the two points. Brady Skjei and Sebastian 
Aho also scored for the Hurricanes, as Carolina overcame 
giving up a lead in the third period for the second night in a 
row.  

In net for the Hurricanes Saturday was Alex Lyon, who 
stopped 27 of 29 shots faced in his first appearance with the 
team. Lyon was strong all night and looked mostly calm and 
collected, doing what he needed to do to give the Canes a 
chance to win. 

In the other net was Joel Hofer, who took the loss in just his 
second NHL game. Pavel Buchnevich and Vladimir 
Tarasenko had the goals for the Blues.  

It took all of one minute and 15 seconds for the Hurricanes to 
open up the scoring, as Skjei got his first of the season to 
make it 1-0. Andrei Svechnikov made a really strong play in 
neutral ice to reload the zone, and Skjei buried a firm pass 
from Sebastian Aho to grab the lead.  

A little while later it looked like Seth Jarvis had finally gotten 
his second NHL goal, but it was once again taken away from 
him after the horn and celebration. After Jarvis slotted home 
a puck on the back side, the refs conferred and determined a 
St. Louis penalty on Jarvis had come before and the Blues 
had touched it up. 

Jarvis was denied a score for the second night in a row, and 
the Canes couldn’t tally on the power play to make it 2-0. 
Jarvis couldn’t quite believe it, and who can blame him. 

Carolina continued to control things for the remainder of the 
first period, with Lyon making a couple of really strong saves 
to deny a few good looks from the Blues.  

The Canes doubled their lead on just a picture-perfect 
power-play goalie a few minutes into the second period, as 
Aho rifled a shot past Hofer for his sixth goal of the season. 
Svechnikov laid a good pass off to Tony DeAngelo, who 
perfectly placed a pass to the stick of Aho. 

Aho was never going to miss the chance, as he blasted in 
the strong finish with authority. 

The Hurricanes took a parade to the penalty box (a bit early 
for Thanksgiving parades, but I digress) in the back half of 
the second period, getting called for three minor penalties in 
the final 9:30 of the middle frame.  

The first went against Svechnikov, who got tangled up with 
Colton Parayko in the corner and got called for roughing. The 
Canes killed off 1:59 of the 2:00, but the Blues cut Carolina’s 
lead in half in the final second.  

Lyon allowed a heavy rebound and the Canes’ defensemen 
in the area couldn’t get the puck cleared, as Robert Thomas 
punched it out to Pavel Buchnevich for the score on an open 
net.  

The Canes successfully killed the next two, a questionable 
tripping call on Skjei and a high sticking against Aho, with 
Lyon coming up big a few times to turn things away. 

Carolina, which struggled mightily to start the third period 
Friday night, came out of the second intermission slow again, 
as the Blues tied the game up just 48 seconds into the final 
period.  

Ivan Barbashev battled to get a puck centered to Vladimir 
Tarasenko, who powered one through Lyon and slowly into 
the net for the game-tying tally. 

The Canes played on their heels for a few more minutes 
following the Tarasenko goal, but finally settled things back 
down a little bit with the score still tied. Carolina had most of 
the good looks in the final few minutes and that paid off 
handsomely. 

Smith unleashed a blistering shot, helped greatly by a screen 
from Jordan Martinook, and Hofer never had a chance. The 
goal, the first as a Hurricane for Smith, secured two big 
points for the Canes against a very good Blues team.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Smith, Aho, Lyon discuss exciting win over Blues 

Following a 3-2 win over the St. Louis Blues, the Hurricanes 
spoke with members of the media.  

By Alec_Sawyer and Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up a short home stint 
Saturday night with a 3-2 win over the St. Louis Blues, as 
Brendan Smith scored the game winner late in the third 
period to get Alex Lyon his first win with the Hurricanes.  

Sebastian Aho and Brady Skjei scored the other goals for 
Carolina, as the Canes battled back after losing the lead 
early in the third period to win in regulation.  

Following the win, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Smith, Aho and Lyon spoke with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Alex Lyon’s performance: He was huge. He made a lot of 
big saves, especially on the kill there. There were a couple 
opportunities they had. It was just big. Especially for him. 
We’re not sure what we’re getting. He hasn’t played yet for 
us. It’s a lot going on for him, so it was great to see him 
perform like that. 

On Seth Jarvis’ goals getting taken away: I know. We were 
just talking about that. It’s unfortunate. What do you say 
about it? It’s tough luck right now. But again, whether you’re 
getting those goals or not, that’s really not what’s giving him 
for me the confidence in playing him. He’s doing other things. 
He’s been good.  

On not wanting an identity of struggling to hold onto leads 
and on flushing what happened Friday night: I would never 
have thought anybody would have thought that about us. 
That didn’t even enter my mind. One game that I can 
remember ever that that happened. We’re playing two good 
teams. St. Louis is one of the better teams. They’re going to 
get their chances and capitalize. I thought we did better 
tonight in getting back to our game right away after. I 
certainly wouldn’t have thought we don’t hold onto 
leads...You’re going to talk about it, but we wouldn’t.  

On the depth showing up Saturday: We’ve talked about this. 
You guys have asked me at length over the course of the 
season about depth. This is exactly to your point. We’re 
missing three big, big players out of our group. If you count 
[Frederik Andersen] not playing tonight, that’s another one. 
We need guys to step in and make an impact, not just take 
up space. They’ve got to make an impact, and they did.  

On Jordan Martinook doing the little things: That’s a good 
observation. He had a lot of jump. He was great in that third 
period. Those were two really big moments in the game, that 
if you don’t get them what happens? You don’t know what 
happens. But all of a sudden, we get rolling. He had a big 
impact on this game.  

On this furthering the importance of the next man stepping 
up: For sure. Every team goes through it. There’s teams that 
are missing a bunch of guys, and they find a way. Hockey is 
interesting that way, where you certainly can do that. Not 
long term. I think it shows up in the long haul. But short term 

you can kind of, I don’t want to say muscle it out, but you can 
grind it out with the guys. That’s what we did tonight. It was a 
good, gutsy effort.  

On Brady Skjei: He was really good. He logs a ton of 
minutes, hard minutes. Him and [Jaccob Slavin]. Again, he 
was great tonight. I don’t want to say that’s the difference in 
the game, but when those are playing that many minutes it’s 
so important. And remember who they are playing against. 
They are always playing against the other team’s top dogs. 
Those are hard, heavy minutes that they play.  

Brendan Smith 

On having a better third period performance than yesterday’s 
game: Guys talk in the room that good teams don’t lose two 
in a row. Obviously it’s a joke, but there’s some merit behind 
it. When you have a lead going into the third, you want to 
close that out. Last night, we were a bit slower than what we 
want to be. It was the worst period of the three and tonight, 
we came out and had a better period. They came out and 
had a quick goal, but we didn’t stop coming. We kept the 
push going and it worked out in our favor. That’s something 
we’re going to continue to do and get better at. Making sure 
we play a full three periods. Everybody talks about it in the 
league and when you can do it, you win most of your games. 
That’s what we’re striving for. To play a full 60. 

On his goal: It was exciting. Anytime you score your first with 
a franchise, it’s really exciting. You remember almost 
everything about the play and who made the pass. I 
remember my first one with the Red Wings and the Rangers 
and now here. It’s really thrilling, especially with it being a “G-
dubs.” It’s exciting. Tony has great vision. We see that on the 
power play too. He was able to slow everything down. His 
passes are so perfect. They’re right on your tape, but it’s 
more so how they are. They’re putting you in a position to 
make a play and I was able to walk into a slapshot and we 
had a good screen in front and sometimes they just go in. I 
was obviously very excited and it’s a moment that I’m never 
going to forget. 

On the timing of his goal: Just the magnitude of the game, 
especially after the game last night where we blew that lead, 
to take the lead with that little time left is huge. It adds to that 
excitement for me and the boys. You could see the emotion 
on the bench. I had no doubt that the boys were going to 
close it out at the end and they did a great job of shutting it 
down. Those are a big two points. They’re a good club over 
there and they play a very similar style as we do and 
sometimes you just have to keep going. Roddy calls it the 
stress game and if you can win that stress game, you’ll 
ultimately come out on the better side of it. I thought we did a 
good job of that tonight. 

On Alex Lyon: To step in there and play like that against a 
good club. Made some huge saves. To win games against 
good clubs like that, you need everybody going and he was 
definitely one of our best players. 

On the team’s defense: There’s a lot of variables there. I 
think how we play is a team defense. It’s not just the six 
defensemen — in my mind we have seven really good 
defensemen on our team — I think it has to do with our 
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forwards coming back, back checking. The way we play is 
units of five. When we’re playing like that, we’re hard to beat. 
The reason for that is the whole team though. It’s not just our 
defense, it’s not just keeping them to the outside. I just 
touched on the stress part. If we have the puck and we’re 
getting on them, they’re not making plays. Sometimes the 
best offense is your best defense. So that’s kind of a 
similarity there, but if we’re playing in their end, they’re not 
getting the opportunities. But we, as a D, don’t take credit for 
it because it’s the whole unit of five. 

On getting fully back into game shape: I don’t know if the 
goal gets me there, to be honest. I think it’s more just time as 
I keep playing. I’ve been doing this for a long time so I know 
what to expect and I just want to be able to bring it. I got to 
watch some guys bring it on a daily basis no matter what 
they felt like. If they were under the weather or whatnot. I got 
to learn from great mentors so I try to bring that every time 
and I was lucky to have those guys to teach me that, ‘Hey, 
you don’t get to take a shift off.’ You just have to bring it no 
matter the outcome. That’s what I’ll do, but the goal is 
awesome. I’m very excited about it and thrilled, but I don’t 
think that helps my game shape or game legs. I think the 
more time I play, that’s what will help me get accustomed to 
the style that we play.  

On the “good teams don’t lose two games in a row” quote: It 
is kind of serious, but at the same time, it’s the NHL. There’s 
good teams. It happens sometimes where you may lose two 
in a row, but you try not to. At the end of the day, you see the 
teams that don’t really lost that many in a row and they end 
up at the end of the year going for the President’s Trophy. So 
it’s a bit of a joke because it’s almost inevitable, but that’s 
what you are striving for. You’re striving to keep going and 
making sure that you’re getting points even if it’s a tie or an 
overtime loss, you’re still getting points on the board. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the importance of not losing another third period: That’s 
how we want to play. We want to play our best hockey in the 
third period. They’re a good team and they had a good push 
there and scored a goal, but it didn’t matter. We just stuck 
with it and it was a good period overall. 

On Seth Jarvis having goals waved off in back-to-back 
games: It’s two in a row now. It’s a little unfortunate, but he’s 
in the right spot at the right time and eventually they won’t 
call him off and he’s going to score. 

On Tony DeAngelo’s passing: He can see the ice and 
especially on the power play. He’s the quarterback there. A 
lot of plays go through him as he’s the only D there. He 
brings the puck up the ice and starts all the breakouts. All 
that stuff goes through him and he’s very good at it. He’s a 
great player. 

On Alex Lyon: He gave us a chance to win the game and 
that’s all you can ask from a goalie. Happy for the guy. You 
want to work hard for a guy like that. He’s always in a good 
mood and a positive guy. Good for him. 

Alex Lyon 

On how he is feeling after the game: Good. Normal. I feel like 
every time I play up here it gets a little easier. Feeling normal 
on the back end is a normal thing for me.  

On being 2-0 in PNC Arena during his career: Yeah, I don’t 
know. I don’t know if it has anything to do with the building. 
It’s a fun place to play though, for sure. Obviously great fan 
support. The team played awesome tonight. That makes my 
life a lot better.  

On the last three minutes of the game: It wasn’t bad. I was 
pretty locked in tonight. I don’t want to say it was easy to 
maintain it, but it was easier than usual. Actually one game in 
the American League earlier this year I got scored on with 
like 10 seconds left to ruin a shutout. I’ve been kind of 
keeping that as a focal point. It was just good practice to 
think of it.  

On if it’s hard to get in the net and see game action after not 
playing for a while: Yeah, coming up to the NHL is something 
I’ve battled for a long time. I’m just trying to find my way. I 
think I’m good enough to play up here. In that sense, it’s just 
trying not to put too much pressure on yourself. But coming 
out of last year where I only played six or eight games or 
something, that was really difficult. But now I can finally start 
to feel my game rounding back to what it was 24 months 
ago.  

On the message from the coaching staff: They’re awesome. 
They put everybody, myself included tonight, in positions to 
succeed every night. I’ve been around some very good 
coaching staffs, but I would say Rod is as good as it gets. 
For a guy like me who comes up from the American League 
here and there, it’s reassuring that I trust him fully. I know 
that he’s doing what is best for me. It just takes something 
else off my plate that I don’t have to think about.  

On goalie coach Paul Schonfelder: If you look at what Paul 
has done the last couple years. Obviously if you look at [Alex 
Nedeljkovic], he had the great run and signed a big deal. 
Paul and I speak the same language, I guess is the best way 
I could put it. He’s a really intuitive, intelligent human. I find 
myself gravitating towards him. As a goalie with a goalie 
coach, that relationship can be either nonexistent or super 
strong. As of today, I like him. But who knows if I have a bad 
practice or something.  

On what Schonfelder has helped him with specifically: Paul 
is good. Goalie coaching is an extremely fickle thing because 
goalies are fickle beings. I myself am as moody as they 
come. He knows when to let off the gas, when to step on the 
gas. That’s really what it’s about. Bouncing from the 
American League to the NHL, I don’t think there’s a giant 
difference. A lot of it is confidence. A lot of it is feel, 
comfortability. He stresses those. He makes you feel good 
about yourselves. I just like his style a lot. As a 28-year old, I 
don’t know how much my game is going to change at this 
point, whether I like it or not. He’s in my corner. Like I said, to 
trust somebody like that takes another thing off your plate.  

On Brendan Smith and on if it is more special getting the first 
win with a new organization: For sure. You’re trying to prove 
yourself on a daily basis when you get to a new organization. 
You’re trying to prove your worth and your value. I was just 
happy to do that. To talk about [Smith], he’s awesome. He’s 
a team guy. He scored a big goal, but does the little details 
right on a daily basis. That sounds cheesy, but it’s a real 
thing. I think that everyone appreciates that.
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Smith, Lyon spark Hurricanes past Blues  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Some unlikely heroes powered the Carolina Hurricanes to a 
3-2 victory over the St. Louis Blues on Saturday, Nov. 13. 

With right wing Nino Niederreiter on injury reserve as well as 
defender Brett Pesce, center Martin Necas and goaltender 
Antti Raanta all out of the lineup, defender Brendan Smith 
chose an opportune time to score his first goal as a Carolina 
Hurricane. With 2:57 left in regulation, Smith fired in a go-
ahead goal with a pellet of a shot from point to secure a 
Canes win. 

Goalkeeper Alex Lyon stepped up as well to the tune of 27 
saves, granting some much-needed rest for regular 
netminder Frederik Andersen. 

“We’re missing three big, big players out of our group,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “If you count Freddie not 
playing tonight, that’s another one. We need guys to step in 
and play and make an impact, not just take up space. 
They’ve got to make an impact and they do.” 

While Smith’s goal sealed the deal in terms of scoring, Lyon 
made some key plays down the stretch as well. The Blues 
emptied their net for an extra skater not long after the game-
winner, but Lyon held firm in the closing minutes to see 
home the victory. For a journeyman that has bounced 
between the NHL and AHL for most of his career, Lyon 
credited goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder for the goalie’s 
poise under the spotlight. 

“I'm bouncing from the American League to the NHL; I just 
don't think that there's a giant difference,” Lyon said. “A lot of 
it is confidence, a lot of it is feel, comparability. [Schonfelder] 
stresses those, he makes you feel good about yourself every 
day. I like his style a lot.” 

The Hurricanes' stalwarts aided the winning effort as well, 
especially in the passing game. Carolina's first two goals 
resulted from some keen vision as a cross-ice pass by center 
Sebastian Aho found defender Brady Skjei for the opening 
goal and Skjei’s first of the season. Defender Tony DeAngelo 
executed a similar play by finding Aho in space to make it 2-
0 early in the second period. 

“[DeAngelo] can see the ice, especially on the power play,” 
Aho said. “He’s the quarterback there; a lot of plays flow 
through him.” 

St. Louis did not go down quietly by any means, however, 
staying in the game all the way to the final buzzer. A long 
rebound off a save by Lyon fell to Pavel Buchnevich who put 
the puck in the back of the net for the Blues’ first goal. 

Just a day after the Canes suffered a third-period breakdown 
against the Philadelphia Flyers, the Blues looked to spoil the 
Canes’ efforts once more. Only 48 seconds into the third 
period, a scrappy pass into the slot from out wide found 
Vladimir Tarasenko, who took care of business to tie the 
game. 

The two squads remained deadlocked right up until Smith’s 
goal, but Carolina’s refusal to repeat its collapse from the 
previous night kept them in the game long enough to take 
the lead. 

“We’re playing two good teams,” Brind’Amour said. “St. Louis 
is one of the better teams. They’re going to get their chances 
and they capitalized. I thought we did better tonight in getting 
back to our game right away.” 

The Hurricanes now look towards a six-game road trip, first 
heading west for a matchup against the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Tuesday, Nov. 16. Puck drop is scheduled for 10 
p.m. ET.
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Wolves outshoot Marlies in vain 

Sam Miletic scores first goal in a Chicago uniform  

Despite producing a 39-25 advantage in shots, the Chicago 
Wolves suffered a 5-1 loss to the Toronto Marlies Saturday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Forward Sam Miletic scored for the Central Division-leading 
Wolves (7-3-0-0), who faced the Marlies (6-4-0-0) for the first 
time since April 19, 2015. 

“That wasn’t our best performance by any means,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We need to learn from 
it. We can win other ways (than outshooting teams) and we 
need to learn from that.” 

Toronto posted the game’s opening goal just 2:29 into the 
game when defenseman Joseph Duszak launched a shot 
from the right point that ricocheted off the back boards and 
found Bobby McMann waiting at the back door for the 
rebound. The Marlies boosted their lead to 2-0 at 4:58 when 
Kurtis Gabriel swatted home a rebound. 

The Wolves slashed the deficit in half at 9:28 when their third 
line teamed up for Miletic’s first goal in a Chicago uniform. 
Maxim Letunov cleared the puck down the left wing and 
Spencer Smallman won a battle for it just inside the offensive 

zone, then dished to the onrushing Miletic. He deked a 
defenseman and then zipped a shot between goaltender Erik 
Kallgren’s skates to make it 2-1. 

There were several good scoring chances for both teams 
early in the second period, but Toronto earned the first goal 
as Semyon Der-Arguchintsev and Josh Ho-Sang worked a 
give-and-go that led to Der-Arguchintsev’s easy goal from 
the slot that made it 3-1 at 4:49. 

Marc Michaelis’ short-handed goal off an odd-man rush 
pushed Toronto’s lead to 4-1 at 11:16 of the second. Pavel 
Gogolev made it 5-1 in the third period with a wrister from the 
high slot. 

Kallgren (4-2-0) posted 38 saves in the win while Beck Warm 
(0-1-0), the AHL’s Central Division All-Star goaltender last 
season, stopped 20 shots in his first AHL appearance this 
season. 

The Wolves host the Marlies again at 3 p.m. Sunday. To get 
good seats for Military Appreciation Weekend and Papa 
John’s Family Sunday, contact a Wolves ticket 
representative HERE or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 
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Unlikely stars Alex Lyon, Brendan Smith lead the Carolina Hurricanes 
past the Blues 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 14, 2021 12:47 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the St. Louis Blues 3-2 on Saturday with 
Alex Lyon in net and Brendan Smith scoring the winning goal. 

That’s something Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t count on, say, 
about a week or so ago. Not when Lyon was the No. 3 option at goalie 
and Smith watching games as a healthy scratch. 

But things can change quickly. An injury to goalie Antti Raanta and a 
heavy workload for Frederik Andersen had Brind’Amour going with Lyon 
against the Blues. With defenseman Brett Pesce still sidelined with an 
injury, Smith was playing his fourth game with the Canes. 

Both delivered against the Blues as the Canes improved to 11-2-0. Lyon, 
making his first start with Carolina, had 27 saves. Smith made him the 
winner with a shot from the left point that Blues goalie Joel Hofer could 
not track with 2:57 left in regulation as the Canes’ Jordan Martinook 
screened him. 

“Any time you score your first with a franchise it’s real exciting,” Smith 
said. “I remember my first one with the Red Wings and then with the 
Rangers, and here it’s really thrilling, especially with the G-Dub.” 

Smith meant “GW,” the NHL notation for a game-winning goal. 

Brind’Amour would call it a “gutsy” win, coming a night after the Canes 
failed to hold a one-goal lead in the third period and were beaten 2-1 by 
the Philadelphia Flyers. The Blues, trailing 2-1 after the second, tied it on 
Vladimir Tarasenko’s goal in the opening minute of the third Saturday, 
but the Canes maintained their poise and won. 

“Right off the bat they got a quick goal but we didn’t stop,” Smith said. 
“We kept coming, kept the push going, and it worked out in our favor. 

“It’s a good club over there. They play a very similar style as we do. 
Sometimes, you have to just keep going. Roddy (Brind’Amour) calls it the 
stress game, and it you can win that stress game you ultimately come out 
on the better side of that.” 

The Canes built a 2-0 and it could have been 3-0 had rookie forward 
Seth Jarvis not had a goal taken away -- for the second straight night. 
Against the Flyers, Jarvis was ruled to have been offside before scoring. 
Against the Blues, he scored off a rebound but the goal disallowed after 
the refs ruled the whistle had been blown, even as the puck bounced 
around the crease. 

Sebastian Aho scored off a smoked one-timer on a power play in the 
second period for his sixth goal of the season, and defenseman Brady 

Skjei went top-shelf against Hofer off an Aho pass in transition in the first. 
Andrei Svechnikov assisted on both goals, forcing a turnover in the 
neutral zone that led to Skjei’s score, and Tony DeAngelo also had a pair 
of assists. 

The Blues (8-3-2) picked up their first goal in the second period after a 
Svechnikov penalty, scoring with one second left in the power play as 
Pavel Buchnevich banged in a rebound. Taransenko’s goal hiked up the 
stress level. 

Lyon, 28, was making the 23rd career NHL game for the former Yale 
goalie, who was recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on Nov. 7, 
a day after Raanta suffered a concussion at Florida. It was his seventh 
career win for the former Flyer. 

“I was pretty locked in tonight,” Lyon said. “I think I’m good enough to 
play up here and in that sense you try not to put much pressure on 
yourself.” 

In the Blues net, Hofer was making his second career start as coach 
Craig Berube decided to sit Jordan Bennington, who has played 10 
games. One interesting story line was that Hofer, 21, was Jarvis’ 
teammate for two years in junior with the Portland Winterhawks of the 
WHL. 

It also was the return game for Blues defenseman Justin Faulk, who 
spent eight seasons with the Canes before being traded to St. Louis in 
September 2019. Faulk, always a popular player with Carolina and called 
a “great Hurricane” by Brind’Amour, received a big hand from Canes fans 
when a tribute was played on the big board in the first period. 

The Canes will not play at home until Nov. 28 against Washington, going 
on the road for the next six games. Forward Martin Necas, who missed 
his second game with an illness, should rejoin the lineup and 
Brind’Amour is hopeful of soon getting back Pesce, Raanta and injured 
forward Nino Niederreiter. 

Until then ... 

“We need guys to step in and play and make an impact, not just take up 
space,” Brind’Amour said. “They’ve got to make an impact.” 
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Former Canes defender Justin Faulk finally gets his PNC Arena 
homecoming with the Blues 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 
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Justin Faulk was all set to return to PNC Arena — ready to play against 
the Carolina Hurricanes — in March 2020. 

Traded by the Canes to the St. Louis Blues, he had faced the Canes in a 
Blues home game, but had not made the return trip to Raleigh. He knew 
it would be emotional, that it would be challenging, but he was prepared 
for it. 

And then COVID-19 shut down the NHL, a week before the game at PNC 
Arena. 

It took a while, but Faulk’s moment is coming Saturday. For the first time 
since he was traded in September 2019, Faulk is back in Raleigh — and 
back to play the Hurricanes — in an arena where he spent the first eight 
years of his career. 

“It’ll be fun,” Faulk said Friday. “I’m kind of excited to do it and get it over 
with, while at the same time I know (the Canes) are playing (Friday) and I 
won’t be able to see any of the guys or whatnot. 

“It’ll be exciting. I enjoyed playing there and hope I enjoy playing another 
game in the building.” 

He does have 99 career goals, many scored at PNC Arena. Talk about 
having a milestone in sight. 

FAULK AND THE BLUES’ HOT START 

There’s also the matter of winning a hockey game. The Blues are 8-2-2 
after an overtime loss Thursday against the Nashville Predators, in a 
road game in which Faulk had nine shots on goal and another three 
attempts blocked — sounds like one of his Canes games — while 
finishing with an assist. 

“I guess I need to find a way to put one of those in the net,” he said, 
chuckling. “We’d have liked to win that one but I think our team’s playing 
good and starting to find our identity and get going.” 

Faulk, drafted by Carolina in 2010, has played 696 regular-season 
games. He was with the Canes for 559 of those games, setting franchise 
records for goals and points for a defenseman while gaining respect 
around the league for his hard-nosed defensive play and his heavy shot 
— the guy they call “Faulker” can bomb ‘em with the best in the NHL, 
especially on the power play. 

But as much as anything, Faulk is proud of helping the Canes reach the 
Stanley Cup playoffs in the 2018-19 season, ending a playoff drought 
that had lasted for Carolina since 2009 and drained energy and 
enthusiasm from the franchise and its fans. 

Faulk had a goal and seven assists in 15 playoff games along with 46 
hits and 19 blocked shots. Able to soak up minutes, he averaged 25:29 in 
ice time as the Canes won series against the Washington Capitals and 
New York Islanders before the fun run ended with a loss to the Boston 
Bruins in the Eastern Conference finals. 

“With how many rough seasons there were, and we all know there were 
quite a few of them, I was very much appreciative and grateful to see it 
through, in a sense,” Faulk said. “The end goal is not to make the 
playoffs and win a couple of rounds in the playoffs but to win a Stanley 
Cup. But for having such limited success for so long, to be able to bring 
that back and see the fans excited and see PNC at its best was 
something I was very happy to be a part of.” 

THAT FATEFUL TRADE 

Faulk was often at the center of trade speculation while with the Canes 
and once joked he had “been traded about 100 times.” But the time came 
Sept. 24, 2019, when the Canes dealt Faulk and a draft pick to the Blues 
for defenseman Joel Edmundson, offensive prospect Dominik Bokk and 
a draft pick. 

Faulk received the kind of contract with St. Louis that he could not get 
from Carolina: seven years, with an annual cap hit of $6.5 million. 

“It’s business, that’s what it came down to,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the trade. “We wanted to keep him and in my 
mindmade a good effort to keep him but it didn’t happen. It’s always 
tough to lose a guy who has had such a big impact on your group.” 

Faulk, 29, said his first season with the Blues was not what he wanted. 

“I take full responsibility for my play. I just didn’t play that well,” he said. 
“But it has been a great experience here. They had just won the Stanley 
Cup when I got here and it was a close-knit group and they were 
welcoming to me. And we still have a close group.” 

Several of Faulk’s teammates quickly came to his defense during the 
2021 playoffs against the Colorado Avalanche. As he released a shot, 
Faulk took a vicious hit to the head from the Avs’ Nazem Kadri, leaving 
him knocked out on the ice. 

David Zalubowski AP 

Kadri was suspended for eight games. Faulk, who suffered a concussion, 
was left to recover after the Blues were eliminated. 

“I went home and relaxed, took some time off, and when I went back to 
the gym I tested out pretty quick,” he said. “I didn’t skate for a month or 
so but everything in recovery went pretty well.” 

Faulk and the Blues have made amends with Kadri. St. Louis faced 
Colorado in the season opener Oct 16. Faulk scored the game’s first goal 
and Brayden Schenn fought Kadri during a 5-3 win. 

Faulk wasn’t through. In the Oct. 28 game against the Avs in St. Louis, 
he dropped the gloves with Kadri in the first minute and had it out, 
receiving 17 minutes in penalties. Kadri later scored as the Avs won. 

Has the issue been settled? 

“It’s competitive, right?” Faulk said. “I appreciate what my teammates 
have done and then I did what I needed to do. But nothing else is on my 
mind in regards to that. If nothing happens moving forward, nothing 
happens.” 

Winning hockey games is all that matters, starting with the next one. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS ST. LOUIS BLUES 

When: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Hurricanes vibe check: The next men up play the heroes in win over 
Blues 

 

By Sara Civian 

 Nov 14, 2021  

 

The Canes blew a two-goal lead, then came back to beat the Blues, 3-2, 
on a goal with 2:57 left at PNC Arena on Saturday. Unlikely hero 
Brendan Smith notched the game-winner, which he referred to as the “g-
dub” afterward. It was a great start and an electric finish featuring Alex 
Lyon’s debut in net, and the Canes advanced to 11-2-0 on the season. 

“We’re missing three big, big players out of our group,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “If you count (Frederik Andersen) not playing tonight, 
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that’s another one. We need guys to step in and make an impact, not just 
take up space. They’ve got to make an impact, and they did.” 

It’s Saturday night, and judging by the tailgate scene outside of PNC 
Arena earlier, many of you are feeling all right. Let’s get straight to the 
vibes. 

• Brady Skjei struck first, 1:15 into this one, after the Canes’ best start in 
recent memory, and this time his wasn’t the disallowed goal du jour. Skjei 
also had four shots and what had to be tons of scoring attempts in 
general. He joked before the season that we might see him flying around 
the ice, but hey, here we are. He played 22:29 at even strength Saturday 
— lung capacity for days. He’s been solid these past three games, and 
the team has needed that in the absence of his D-partner, Brett Pesce. 

• And of course, there was net front, with first-liner Seth Jarvis screening 
the goalie on that play. What a time to be alive. I also don’t know if I’ve 
ever seen two goals by the same player — let alone a rookie — 
overturned in a 24-hour period in all my years of watching the NHL. On 
Friday, it was disallowed after review due to offside. Saturday brought a 
delayed penalty. Jarvis’ goal theoretically could have counted if the Blues 
didn’t touch the puck, but unfortunately for him, they had the foresight. 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/NGJRZHXTG3 

— HANNAH SMITH (@HLSMITH_2) NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

This had to be the most frustrated person yelling “AGAIN!” on a sheet of 
ice since Herb Brooks. Jarvis has had some incredibly bad luck this 
weekend. 

“It’s unfortunate,” Brind’Amour said. “What do you say about it? It’s tough 
luck right now. But again, whether you’re getting those goals or not, that’s 
really not what’s giving him for me the confidence in playing him. He’s 
doing other things. He’s been good.” 

Other things, like that screen on Skjei’s goal! 

• When Sebastian Aho’s on, he’s on. His power-play goal was much 
needed, but his assist on Skjei’s opener was even more impressive. 

• Alex Lyon played his 23rd career NHL game Saturday and his first as a 
Hurricane. The defense held it down for him in the first, allowing only six 
shots, but then things started to open up. He did pretty well for someone 
on his 23rd major-league game over the span of three years, stopping 27 
of 29 shots and enduring a few penalty kills. What really struck me, 
though, was his postgame interview. I could transcribe it, but I think you 
just need to watch this. 

• Justin Faulk got a nice return video and applause from the crowd in his 
first time back at PNC Arena since he was traded. It couldn’t have been 
easy to be one of the main scapegoats of the Canes’ nine-year playoff 
drought. I was always happy he got to experience that first playoff run 
before he was traded in 2019. That straight-out-of-the-box goal against 
the Islanders in the second round is etched in Hurricanes lore. 

• You want to know what kind of player Jordan Staal is and why he’s so 
beloved by teammates and coaches everywhere, watch how he played 
after the Canes gave up their two-goal lead in the beginning of the first. 
Immediately, he had two great chances and looked like he was almost 
singlehandedly willing the Canes to win in the following shifts. 

• But then it was — checks notes, yep — Brendan Smith who would end 
up giving the Canes the winning goal with 2:57 to play. His first of the 
season came off Tony DeAngelo’s second great feed of the night. 
Another electric postgame interview, might I add. 

“It was exciting,” he said of his first Hurricanes goal, four games into his 
career. “Anytime you score your first with a franchise, it’s really exciting. 
You remember almost everything about the play and who made the pass. 
I remember my first one with the Red Wings and the Rangers and now 
here. It’s really thrilling, especially with it being a ‘g-dub.’ It’s exciting. 
Tony has great vision. We see that on the power play, too. He was able 
to slow everything down. His passes are so perfect. They’re right on your 
tape, but it’s more so how they are. They’re putting you in a position to 

make a play, and I was able to walk into a slapshot and we had a good 
screen in front and sometimes they just go in. I was obviously very 
excited, and it’s a moment that I’m never going to forget.” 

• In honor of World Kindness Day or something (I swear, like five or six 
years ago we didn’t have all these internet holidays every day, right?) the 
Canes donated to the Montreal Canadiens Children’s Foundation. You 
love to see it. 

• Yes, I have seen Ian Cole’s suit. Yes, he is in consideration for the next 
edition of the style rankings. I appreciate the dozen of you who made 
sure I didn’t miss it. 
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Golden Knights report: Marchessault, Dadonov named stars 

 

By David Schoen  

11/14/2021 

November 13, 2021 - 10:49 PM 

 

Golden Knights vs. Canucks 

At a glance 

Knights win 7-4 

RJ’s three stars 

3. Canucks winger Nils Hoglander — The 20-year-old from Sweden twice 
had the tying goal and added an assist for his first career three-point 
game. He was consistently Vancouver’s most dangerous forward. 

2. Knights winger Jonathan Marchessault — A two-goal night, including 
the go-ahead tally on a power play in the third period. He’s produced 
seven goals in the past six games at a time when the injury-riddled 
Knights have needed his offense the most. 

1. Knights winger Evgenii Dadonov — He finished with two goals and an 
assist and continues to score at opportune times. His first goal late in the 
first started the Knights on their way after falling behind 2-0, and he 
added an insurance goal in the third period. 

Key play 

Thatcher Demko’s delay of game penalty. 

The net behind the Canucks goaltender was dislodged a handful of times 
throughout the evening, and the last one proved costly for Vancouver. 

Demko knocked the net off its pegs at 7:03 of the third period and was 
given a delay-of-game penalty. He protested the call to no avail, and 
Marchessault put the Knights ahead on the ensuing power play. 

It was Marchessault’s 100th goal in his career with the Knights. He also 
extended his points streak to six games. 

Key stat 

0 — The number of losses in regulation the Knights have against 
Vancouver during the regular season. The Knights improved to 9-0-2 and 
all time and own a plus-22 goal differential in the series. 

Hutton debuts 

Defenseman Alec Martinez was scratched after receiving more than 50 
stitches as a result of a skate blade to the face Thursday. 
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That opened the door for Ben Hutton to make his first appearance with 
the Knights since he was signed Oct. 28. And it came against one of his 
former clubs. 

Vancouver drafted Hutton in the fifth round in 2012 before he went to the 
University of Maine. He played 276 games for the Canucks from 2015 to 
2019. 

Hutton logged 9:29 of ice time and had a scrap with Canucks forward 
Jason Dickinson late in the third. 

Leschyshyn on the board 

Two nights after two rookies notched their first NHL goal, Jake 
Leschyshyn joined the club in the third period when he scored in his 13th 
career appearance. 

The 2017 second-round pick picked up his first career point earlier with 
the primary assist on Reilly Smith’s second-period goal. 

Knights quote 

“I turned the puck over my first shift for a goal. I took a penalty on my 
second shift for a goal. So it couldn’t be any worse. But I definitely felt 
better as the game went on.” — Mark Stone 

Knights’ next 10 

Vs. Carolina, 7 p.m. Tuesday 

Vs. Detroit, 7 p.m. Thursday 

Vs. Columbus, 7 p.m. Saturday 

At St. Louis, 5 p.m. Nov. 22 

At Nashville, 5 p.m. Nov. 24 

Vs. Edmonton, 4 p.m. Nov. 27 

At Anaheim, 7 p.m. Dec. 1 

At Arizona, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 3 

Vs. Calgary, 7 p.m. Dec. 5 

Vs. Dallas, 7 p.m. Dec. 8 
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Jonathan Marchessault’s milestone goal keys Golden Knights’ win 

 

By Ben Gotz  

5-6 minutes 11/14/2021 

 

Jonathan Marchessault hit his milestone in style. 

The Golden Knights left wing didn’t just score any ol’ goal for his 100th 
with the franchise. He scored skating down the right faceoff circle in the 
third period of a tie game with a lightning-quick wrist shot that beat 
goaltender Thatcher Demko far-side. 

It was a fitting goal for an impressive achievement. It was also the game-
winner in a 7-4 victory over the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday night at 
T-Mobile Arena. 

“Obviously, I’m pretty proud of that,” Marchessault said of his milestone. 
“VGK is my pride of my career. Obviously, I want to always be here and 

work hard and win with that team and that franchise. That’s my main 
goal, and I’m going to keep pushing towards that.” 

The first meeting between the sides since the Knights’ seven-game, 
second-round playoff series victory in 2020 was a wild, back-and-forth 
game played in front of an announced crowd of 18,261. It featured 
Knights captain Mark Stone’s first game since Oct. 14, defenseman Ben 
Hutton’s franchise debut and rookie center Jake Leschyshyn’s first NHL 
goal. 

The Canucks built a 2-0 in the first period, but the teams kept trading 
chances. The game was tied three times before Marchessault’s power-
play goal 8:24 into the third period gave the Knights a 5-4 lead. 

Marchessault is the first player in team history to reach 100 goals. He got 
to 101 before the game was over, giving him seven goals and two assists 
during his six-game point streak. 

“He scores big goals,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “You look at that total, 
but he scores big goals. … He’s just that guy and a big part of the group 
here.” 

Here are three more takeaways from the win: 

1. Stone returns 

The first roar came during warmups. A second, far louder one, echoed 
throughout T-Mobile Arena when the Knights’ starters were announced. 

Stone played for the first time since the team’s second game against Los 
Angeles, and the fans made sure to welcome him back. 

He didn’t ease back into action. He played 18:55, second-most on the 
Knights among forwards. He also showed rust early. He turned the puck 
over on the Canucks’ first goal and was barely out of the penalty box 
when they scored their second. But his impressive third-period assist on 
left wing Evgenii Dadonov’s goal showed he was feeling better by the 
end. 

“It couldn’t get any worse,” Stone said of his start. “But, yeah, I definitely 
felt better as the game went on. I haven’t even had a practice really yet, 
so it’s been a long month for me. Just excited to get back with the guys, 
especially when we’re winning games.” 

2. McNabb makes impact 

Brayden McNabb, as a burly, veteran defensive defenseman, doesn’t 
always stick out as much as his flashier teammates. 

It was impossible not to notice him Saturday. 

McNabb provided one of the Knights’ best plays of the first period by 
laying a huge hit on left wing Vasily Podkolzin by his own blue line. 
McNabb also gave his team a power play in the aftermath, because 
defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson took exception to the check and got 
a four-minute minor for roughing. 

McNabb then showed off his offense in the second period by scoring his 
second goal with 9:09 remaining to put the Knights up 3-2. He also drew 
another power play after getting tripped by right wing Nils Hoglander 
behind his own net. 

Not bad for someone used to stopping plays rather than making them. 

“When the team needs a spark, he does the right things,” said goaltender 
Robin Lehner, who got his fourth straight win. “He’s just so consistent 
and good at what he does. He calms it down for us. He deserves a lot of 
credit. It’s nice that he got to put one in today, too.” 

3. Haunted no more 

DeBoer said Saturday morning that “I still wake up in cold sweats” 
thinking about Canucks goaltender Thatcher Demko. 

The Vancouver netminder almost singlehandedly defeated the Knights in 
their 2020 playoff series. They led 3-1 before Demko started Game 5. He 
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stopped 123 of the 125 shots he faced in the next three games but lost in 
Game 7. 

Demko wasn’t nearly as formidable in the teams’ next meeting. The 
seven goals the Knights scored were tied for the second-most in 
franchise history. They’ve scored eight once. 

“Today, obviously, was a very entertaining game for the fans,” Lehner 
said. “I thought it was entertaining, too. I hate letting in four goals, but I 
had a lot of fun out there. It was a pond-hockey game back and forth. I 
don’t know if I’ve ever seen that many odd-man rushes both ways. Fun to 
go away with a win. We just needed points.” 
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Golden Knights captain returns against Vancouver Canucks 

 

By Ben Gotz  

l2-2 minutes 11/13/2021 

November 13, 2021 - 6:54 PM 

 

The Golden Knights are getting their captain back. 

Knights right wing Mark Stone was activated off injured reserve and is in 
the lineup Saturday against the Vancouver Canucks at T-Mobile Arena. 
Stone was hurt in the second period of the team’s second game of the 
season against Los Angeles on Oct. 14 and hasn’t played since. 

The 29-year-old started skating with the Knights again Tuesday but still 
missed the team’s last two games against the Seattle Kraken and 
Minnesota Wild. 

“He does everything for us,” right wing Reilly Smith said Saturday 
morning. “If he’s able to play tonight, it gives everyone a little bit of a 
boost.” 

Stone is considered one of the best two-way forwards in the NHL. He 
had three assists in the Knights’ first game. He also led the team in 
scoring last season with 61 points in 55 games. 

“When you talk about (Stone), it’s just every aspect of the game, right?” 
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo said. “Special teams, five-on-five, o-zone, 
d-zone. To have a guy like that impact the game all over the ice, it’s 
really important for us.” 

Stone is the first of several players the Knights have on injured reserve to 
return. Left wing Max Pacioretty, defenseman Zach Whitecloud and 
centers Nolan Patrick and Jack Eichel remain out. Center William 
Karlsson is not on injured reserve but hasn’t played since Oct. 29 after 
breaking his foot. 

Defenseman Alec Martinez also will not play Saturday after being cut by 
Minnesota left wing Brandon Duhaime’s skate Thursday. Defenseman 
Ben Hutton will make his Knights debut in place of Martinez. 
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Q&A: Gerard Gallant ‘never saw’ firing from Golden Knights coming 

 

By Ed Graney  

11/13/2021 

 

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. — He has come to this small village located on the 
eastern bank of the Hudson River, where Mark Twain and J.D. Salinger 
once penned their brilliance, to continue chasing his dream of winning a 
Stanley Cup. 

Each game day, Gerard Gallant and his staff make their way through the 
winding wooded areas hugged by the sun-splashed water. The drive 
covers about an hour into midtown Manhattan and toward Madison 
Square Garden, where the former Golden Knights coach now leads the 
New York Rangers. 

What he has found is a home about as picturesque as his beloved Prince 
Edward Island in Canada’s maritime provinces as he could have hoped 
and, well, his next opportunity. 

Eight active NHL coaches have directed teams for more than 500 games 
and not won it all. Gallant is one. 

He was the first coach in Golden Knights history, guiding an expansion 
team to the Stanley Cup Final in the 2017-18 season. He would compile 
a 118-75-20 record and another playoff appearance before his tenure 
came to a sudden and unexpected end. 

Gallant was fired in January 2020, the team sitting tied for the second 
wild-card playoff spot. He later denied the move was because of 
philosophical differences between himself and management. 

At the time, general manager Kelly McCrimmon said “our team is capable 
of more than we have demonstrated this season.” As much as the 
Knights weren’t living up to what the team analytics suggested they 
should, help on the blue line for Gallant hadn’t come. 

The firing was obviously a combination of several factors. 

Pete DeBoer was then immediately hired as Gallant’s replacement. 

Shortly after his team’s morning skate Monday — and hours before it 
handed the Florida Panthers their first regulation loss this season — the 
58-year-old Gallant spoke to the Review-Journal about his decision to 
take the Rangers job and how he viewed — then and now — his 
dismissal in Las Vegas: 

What appealed to you most about coaching the Rangers? 

“I was talking with some teams, but I want to win a championship and I 
believe we have an opportunity to do that here, despite the fact the New 
York media thinks we have no chance. I’ve been in the league a long 
time — player, assistant coach, head coach — so you know what New 
York is all about. 

“I just thought it was the most attractive job and a place we could win. I 
had other interviews. But when this came about and I talked to (president 
and general manager Chris Drury and owner Jim Dolan) and they made 
me the offer, I was pretty excited.” 

What are your first thoughts when others mention Las Vegas? 

“Well, it was unbelievable until the day I got fired. It was awesome. 
Everything was good. I have a lot of great memories over those 2½ 
years. Loved every minute of it. I really did. The setup we had there — 
the practice rink in Summerlin, a 20-minute drive to T-Mobile Arena — 
was just so easy. It was first class all the way. It was A-1.” 

Does what you must believe was unfinished business in Las Vegas still 
eat at you? 

“I’ve put it by me now, but I was pretty heartbroken when the (firing) 
occurred. I thought things were going well. It was definitely a surprise. I 
understand it’s part of our job and business. I had it happen before. But it 
was definitely a shock. (On a scale of 1-10 for being surprised at the 
firing) I was a 10. I never saw it coming. Never saw it. 
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“You know, we had lost four games in a row at the time, so I went into the 
meeting (with president of hockey operations George McPhee and 
McCrimmon) expecting maybe a hard conversation about getting things 
going or something like that. Instead, it was them saying they were going 
in a different direction. Never saw it coming. To this day, I really have no 
idea why.” 

How long did it take to get over the firing? 

“I went back to (Prince Edward Island) and, with COVID, was there 18 
months. I probably got over it when I signed with the Rangers (in June), 
to be honest with you. It was tough, disappointing, knowing what you had 
in Vegas with that team. You try to move past it. I didn’t watch (the 
Golden Knights) for a while. It was tough. Too many of my players were 
there. You want to cheer for them, but you can’t.” 

Is there a part of you that will never understand what happened in Las 
Vegas? 

“I love it here in New York, and it’s great, but there will always be a part 
where I don’t. Look. Pete DeBoer is a great coach, a good person. I know 
my clown comment about him (during a 2019 playoff series against then-
DeBoer coached San Jose ) came up a lot, but Pete and I are fine. There 
are no issues there. 

“If it was simply that they thought Pete DeBoer was the best coach for 
them, great. Obviously, they had Pete picked out. I assume they had 
talked to him before my (firing). I don’t know how quickly. I don’t know to 
this day how long Kelly and George and (Golden Knights owner) Bill 
Foley had been talking to Pete. Had they talked for weeks? I have no 
idea. 

“I thought about that part for a few weeks, but after that, I sort of got by it. 
I was fortunate to be home with my grandkids. That was the best part. No 
doubt, it was tough. And then you watch the All-Star Game (10 days 
later), in which you’re supposed to be coaching, that was real 
disappointing.” 

What will you feel in Las Vegas when the Rangers visit Jan. 6? 

“I really don’t know. A lot of the Misfit players are gone. But there are still 
some good character people there. Lot of good guys. It will be tough, no 
doubt. Like I said, it was great for 2½ years. And then all of a sudden, 
‘See ya.’” 

Who will receive the longer Knights tribute video and louder ovation, you 
or former Knights player and now Rangers forward Ryan Reaves? 

“I know Reavo was a fan favorite. I don’t know if they will put one up on 
me, but whatever. I’m not worried about that. Reavo is awesome. He did 
a great job there.” 
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Ryan Reaves loves Golden Knights fans, but he hopes they boo him 

 

By Adam Hill  

11/13/2021 

November 13, 2021 - 4:35 PM 

 

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. — New York Rangers forward Ryan Reaves earned 
the love and respect of Golden Knights fans during his four seasons in 
Las Vegas. 

He hopes to work just as hard to draw their ire when he returns to T-
Mobile Arena on Jan. 6. 

“I definitely hope to get booed at some point,” he said last week at the 
Rangers’ practice facility. “I hope I get at least one little standing ovation 
and a nice video, maybe. I’m sure they won’t show too many of my hits or 
fights and get me too pumped up or anything, but hopefully I lay 
somebody out and get booed.” 

The 34-year-old fan favorite was traded in July as part of the Knights’ 
efforts to get under the salary cap. 

Former Knights coach Gerard Gallant took the job with the Rangers a 
month earlier and jumped at the chance to coach Reaves again. 

Reaves and Gallant are just two of the more popular figures to depart the 
Knights, as the organization that quickly ingrained itself in the fabric of 
the Las Vegas community constantly turns over its roster in pursuit of the 
Stanley Cup. 

Their departures are stark reminders that while players and fans share 
an emotional connection, major league sports is still about the bottom 
line. 

It’s a reality Reaves learned when he was traded to Pittsburgh after 
spending his first seven seasons with St. Louis. 

“I had a great time there,” he said of his stint in Las Vegas. “I owe a lot to 
the city and the organization, but it is a business, and at some point 
every player is going to find that out. I found that out, but I think the first 
time was a little bit harder for me because I had been there for seven 
years and it kind of came as a shock. That was tough. This one was 
tough because I was probably in the community more than I had been in 
any other city.” 

The transition has been smooth except for one tricky part of life in New 
York. 

“The driving is still driving me a little nuts,” Reaves said. “That’s 
something I don’t think I’ll get used to. But the group of guys here have 
made it really easy. When I got traded, I didn’t think I was going to get 
over Vegas quite as quickly as I did. When I got here, it was a very 
welcoming group and a very tight group. They love their fantasy football, 
which helps a lot. No offense to the guys in Vegas, but I got over them 
pretty quickly once I got here.” 

Rangers defenseman Adam Fox said the team loves having Reaves, 
even if he is taking some of their money in fantasy football. 

“You could tell from day one he’s got a lot of energy and a big 
personality,” Fox said. “He’s been on a lot of good teams, and he’s a guy 
a lot of our younger guys look to, and they know he’ll be the first guy to 
have their back if need be.” 

Reaves continues to speak glowingly of his time with the Golden Knights 
and in the city where he became so popular he was able to produce and 
market his own brand of beer. He’s still looking for a distributor in New 
York. 

“It was the best four years I’ve had in my career,” he said. “The city really 
took to me after my first couple games there. Vegas really kind of 
rejuvenated my career a little bit. When I was in Pittsburgh, I was 
struggling a little bit and not playing a lot. I got to Vegas and, all of a 
sudden, I was back as a regular player getting good minutes and playing 
in a Stanley Cup Final and just having a lot of fun.” 
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Marchessault on 100th Vegas goal, ‘VGK is the pride of my career’ 
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By Justin Emerson  

11/13/2021 

 

There are few players who mean more to the Golden Knights, or who 
embody the ethos they try to exude, than Jonathan Marchessault. 

The brash and exuberant winger is one a handful of original Golden 
Knights left, who time and time again over the last five years has scored 
big goals to win games. He had another noteworthy goal on Saturday, 
scoring his 100th regular season goal for Vegas in the third period of a 7-
4 victory against the Vancouver Canucks at T-Mobile Arena. 

For good measure, he later added on his 101st goal. 

“VGK is the pride of my career,” Marchessault said. “Obviously I want to 
always be here and work hard and win with that team and that franchise. 
That’s my main goal and I’m going to keep pushing toward that.” 

It wasn’t long during the inaugural year of 2017-18 before Marchessault 
became one of the Golden Knights’ on-ice leaders is posting a career 
best 75 points. While he hasn’t hit that total again, he has been one of 
Vegas’ most consistent performers — no one has more goals (101), 
assists (137), points (238) or games played (295) with the Golden 
Knights. 

Marchessault was hardly a household name before arriving in Vegas, 
which was his fourth organization in five years. He was coming off a 30-
goal season with the Panthers, but even they were happy to give him 
away, as Columbus and Tampa Bay did before them. 

“He’s a character. Everyone loves him in the room,” said inaugural year 
teammate Brayden McNabb. “He brings that energy to the team that it’s 
hard to find out there. It’s great to see him get rewarded so far.” 

Coach Pete DeBoer applauded not just the quantity of Marchessault’s 
goals, but also the quality. He recalled the game-tying goal with 62 
seconds left in Dallas last month, and even further back in Game 7 of the 
2018 playoffs when Marchessault’s goal sent the game against DeBoer’s 
Sharks to overtime. 

“Out of that 100 I’ve stood behind the Vegas bench and seen quite a few 
of them and I feel like I saw the rest in San Jose when I was there,” 
DeBoer said. “He’s been a big-time guy here right from Day 1.” 

Coaches, veteran teammates, rookies — everyone seems to have 
something to say about Marchessault. First-year forward Paul Cotter said 
this week it was Marchessault who “roasted” him for wearing a fedora 
into the locker room, and Jake Leschyshyn said he admires him now that 
he’s here. 

It was also a special night for Leschyshyn, who scored the first goal of his 
NHL career. He was drafted in 2017, about a week after Marchessault 
was taken in the expansion draft. Now that they’re teammates, 
Leschyshyn sees first-hand what Marchessault means to Vegas. 

“He’s a leader on this team. On and off the ice he’s a guy that everyone 
looks up to,” Leschyshyn said. “He performs every night. He’s huge for 
this team. He’s been here from the start and he’s been a big piece, and a 
big, big piece going forward.” 

Marchessault has been a major reason why the Golden Knights have a 
9-6-0 record, surviving injuries to player after player. Mark Stone, Max 
Pacioretty and William Karlsson have all missed long stretches, and 
though Stone returned Saturday, the onus has fallen on other players to 
step up. 

Enter Marchessault, whose two goals against the Canucks gave him a 
team-best nine on the season, a total that ranks sixth in the league. He 
has seven goals in his last six games, all but one of which were victories. 

“I take a lot of pride in playing for the Golden Knights and being here 
since Day 1, and working hard every night trying to help my teammates 
win a hockey game,” he said. 
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Live coverage: Golden Knights' third-period explosion carries them over 
Canucks 

 

By Justin Emerson 

Published Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021 | 4 p.m. 

Updated Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021 | 9:47 p.m. 

 

At different points Saturday, the game was tied 2-2, then 3-3, then 4-4. It 
was a back-and-forth affair until the Golden Knights blew the doors off 
the Vancouver Canucks in the third period. 

Vegas exploded for four goals in the final frame, including two from 
Jonathan Marchessault, as the Golden Knights claimed a 7-4 victory at 
T-Mobile Arena on Saturday, their third victory in a row. 

Based on the final score, it's odd to think the score was tied 3-3 heading 
to the final period. Even odder was the Canucks jumping out to a 2-0 
lead early in the first period, only for Vegas to start the long climb back. 
Evgenii Dadonov scored in the first period, then Reilly smith and Brayden 
McNabb put the Golden Knights up 3-2. 

Nils Hoglander scored before the second period ended for Vancouver, 
then again to tie it after Jake Leschyshyn scored his first-career goal to 
briefly put the Golden Knights up 4-3. Hoglander's equalizer came less 
than a minute late, and that was the last time the outcome of the game 
was in doubt. 

Marchessault's power-play goal will hold up as the game-winner, but it 
was just the beginning of what Vegas had in store. Dadonov's second of 
the game put them up two, then Marchessault's second of the game 
finished off a seven-goal effort from the Golden Knights. It was the eighth 
time in franchise history they've scored that many in a game, and first this 
year. 

All those goals came on 37 shots, which actually trailed Vancouver's total 
of 41. Not that the Golden Knights will be too worried about that tonight. 

Golden Knights, Canucks tied heading to third period 

The second period Saturday saw the Golden Knights score twice to take 
the lead, then give up a strange goal to tie the game back up. Vegas 
turned a 2-1 deficit into a brief advantage, but the period with the 
Vancouver Canucks ended in a 3-3 draw at T-Mobile Arena. 

On one shift, the Golden Knights almost had a goal, then got it after all. 
Jonathan Marchessault couldn't get enough on a shot from the crease, 
and it moved just slowly enough for goalie Thatcher Demko to slide 
across and get a pad on it. He wasn't out of danger though, and when the 
Golden Knights re-entered the zone, there was no stopping Reilly Smith's 
shot. He roofed it by Demko, and it ted the game at 5:50 of the second. 

As it turned out, the second period was full of pretty goals for Vegas. 
Shea Theodore created something out of nothing just past the midpoint 
of the frame, picking Bo Horvat's pocket in the offensive zone and sliding 
the puck across to Brayden McNabb. He's not known as a goal-scorer 
but he didn't miss on his chance, wristing it by Demko for his second of 
the season, and first not into an empty net. 
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The Canucks though, re-tied the game on a bit of an odd one. Nils 
Hoglander was all alone coming down the right wing, and his shot was 
denied by Robin Lehner. The puck though sat under Lehner without 
being completely frozen. Hoglander was the only one who saw the puck 
was still live, and from behind Lehner pulled the puck from between his 
legs and into the goal. It made the game 3-3 with 2:45 left in the second. 

There were a few penalties at the end of the second period, and when 
the third period begins, there will be 51 seconds of 4-on-4 time before 52-
second Vegas power play. 

Vancouver led 25-22 in shots on goal. 

Two early goals put Golden Knights in first-period hole vs. Canucks 

The Golden Knights' first period couldn't have started much worse than it 
did Saturday night against the Vancouver Canucks. 

Vegas missed a wide-open scoring chance, allowed a goal at the end of 
that shift and allowed what was essentially a power-play goal soon after 
that. The Golden Knights got one back before the period ended, but still 
trailed 2-1 after 20 minutes at T-Mobile Arena. 

The Golden Knights had the first great chance of the game, but whiffed 
on it. Michael Amadio and Brett Howden rushed into the zone on a 2-on-
1, Amadio fed Howden and Howden made a nifty pass to get back to 
Amadio. Howden's pass fooled goalie Thatcher Demko, but also 
appeared to have fooled Amadio, who missed the most open net he'll see 
in his career. 

It proved costly in more ways one than one. J.T. Miller collected a Nils 
Hoglander pass and went down the other way, burying a goal. Twenty 
seconds after Vegas had a chance to go up 1-0, the Canucks did 
instead. 

A Mark Stone penalty after that put Vancouver on the power play, where 
it extended the lead one second after the penalty expired. Former Golden 
Knight Brad Hunt went cross ice to Conor Garland, who flung the puck to 
the crease, off of Tanner Pearson's skate and into the goal at 5:56 to give 
the Canucks a 2-0 lead. 

The Golden Knights went much of the period without many chances, 
mustering just three shots at 5-on-5 in the frame. But a thunderous hit 
from Brayden McNabb on Vancouver's Vasily Podkolzin actually ended in 
a power play for Vegas after Oliver Ekman-Larsson jumped McNabb. 
That's just that they needed. 

Justin Bailey took another penalty while short-handed, and Vegas' 5-on-3 
unit went to work. After a scrum in front of the net Evgenii Dadonov 
poked the puck in and trimmed Vancouver's lead to 2-1. The Golden 
Knights will have 1:10 of power-play time on the other side of the break. 

Vancouver led 10-9 in shots on goal in the first. 

Mark Stone returns as Golden Knights take on Canucks 

It's official: Mark Stone is back. 

The Golden Knights captain was activated from injured reserve and took 
line rushes ahead of the game with the Vancouver Canucks at T-Mobile 
Arena on Saturday. 

Stone, who was injured in the second game of the season on Oct. 14, will 
be making his third appearance this year and first in almost a month. He 
has three points this year, all assists. He'll skate alongside Evgenii 
Dadonov and Chandler Stephenson, and is expected to get special-
teams work. 

Mark Stone’s return to Golden Knights possible vs. Canucks 

The Golden Knights wouldn't confirm it, but all signs point to the return of 
captain Mark Stone to the Vegas lineup tonight. 

Stone will arrive at T-Mobile Arena ahead of the 7 p.m. puck drop against 
the Vancouver Canucks and be evaluated there. If he passes all tests, 

he'll skate for just the third time this season and first since he left the Oct. 
14 game with an injury. 

As banged up as the Golden Knights are, his return would be a welcome 
sight ahead of a divisional showdown and rematch of the 2020 Western 
Conference semifinals that went seven games. 

"It's special teams, 5-on-5, o-zone, d-zone, to have a guy like that that 
impacts the game all over the ice is really important for us," defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo said. "He's your captain, he's your leader, it's always 
good to have him in there." 

Stone practiced this morning, taking a line rush with Evgenii Dadonov 
and Chandler Stephenson, and working with a power-play unit. He hasn't 
done either of those in nearly a month, though he's been skating with the 
team all week. While he's a game-time decision, Vegas is planning for 
him to be in the lineup. 

There's a chance Alec Martinez goes too after catching a skate blade to 
the face in Tuesday's game and receiving over 50 stitches. He didn't 
participate in morning skate, though coach Pete DeBoer said the team 
has more players available than the 18 skaters on the ice this morning. 

If Martinez can't go, his spot in the lineup will likely go to Ben Hutton, a 
28-year-old journeyman who Vegas signed late last month. He started 
his career with Vancouver, and has played 379 NHL games across six 
seasons. 

Regardless of who plays, the Golden Knights will look for their third win in 
as many games on the homestand. In their way are the Canucks, who 
have struggled this season but aren't that removed from a seven-game 
playoff series against Las Vegas in the Edmonton bubble last 
September. 

Most of the core from the series remains the same. Defenseman Quinn 
Hughes is tied for the team lead with 10 assists and while Elias 
Pettersson hasn't got his game going to its full potential yet (nine points 
in 14 outings), J.T. Miller has more than carried the offensive loads with 
six goals, 10 assists and 16 points that all rank as team-bests. 

And of course Thatcher Demko is expected to be in net. The Golden 
Knights know Demko well after that playoff series in which he almost 
single-handedly carried the Canucks to an upset, winning Games 5 and 6 
and registering a .985 save percentage in parts of four games. He will be 
in net tonight for his first appearance against the Golden knights since 
then. 

"I still wake up in cold sweats thinking about Thatcher Demko and some 
of the saves he made," DeBoer said. "That's the first thing that comes to 
mind. Obviously the second is their high-end skill and their ability on the 
power play to really burn you with Pettersson and Quinn Hughes and 
Miller and on and on." 

The Golden Knights, in addition to winning that playoff series, have 
dominated the Canucks in the regular season to the tune of an 8-0-2 
record. Vancouver is the only team (excluding the two games against the 
Seattle Kraken) against which Vegas has never lost in regulation. 

TV: AT&T SportsNet (DirecTV 684, Cox 1313, CenturyLink 1760) 

Radio: Fox Sports 1340 AM and 98.9 FM 

Betting line: Golden Knights minus-155, Canucks plus-135; over/under: 
5.5 (minus-120, EVEN) 

Golden Knights (8-6-0, 16 points; 5th place, Pacific Division) 

Coach: Pete DeBoer (third season) 

Points leaders: Chandler Stephenson (13) 

Goals leader: Jonathan Marchessault (7) 

Assists leader: Chandler Stephenson (8) 

Expected goalie: Robin Lehner (2.72 GAA, .919 save percentage) 
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Canucks (5-7-2, 12 points; 7th place, Pacific Division) 

Coach: Travis Green (fifth season) 

Points leader: J.T. Miller (16) 

Goals leader: J.T. Miller (6) 

Assists leaders: Quinn Hughes, J.T. Miller (10) 

Expected goalie: Thatcher Demko (2.99 GAA, .907 save percentage) 

Golden Knights projected lineup 

Forwards 

Jonathan Marchessault—Nicolas Roy—Reilly Smith 

Evgenii Dadonov—Chandler Stephenson—Mark Stone 

Mattias Janmark—Jake Leschyshyn—Keegan Kolesar 

Michael Amadio—Brett Howden—Jonas Rondbjerg 

Defensemen 

Nicolas Hague—Alex Pietrangelo 

Ben Hutton—Shea Theodore 

Brayden McNabb—Dylan Coghlan 

Goalies 

Robin Lehner, Laurent Brossoit 
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Free-Wheeling Golden Knights Pour In Seven Goals In 7-4 Win Over 
Vancouver Saturday  

 

Alan Snel 

11/14/2021 

 

Just the facts: Vegas Golden Knights 7 Vancouver Canucks 4 

Golden Knights goal scorers: Evgenii Dadonov (2 goals), Reilly Smith, 
Brayden McNabb, Jake Leschyshyn, Jonathan Marchessault (2 goals — 
his 100th and 101st of his VGK career) 

Attendance: 18,261 

Record: 9-6, including eight wins out of 10 games 

Storyline: High-scoring game for Golden Knights, almost a pickup game 
feel with Mark Stone back in lineup adding emotion on ice. 

Quote: “I was happy that my first goal was here. It was a nice play from 
Keegan and Dadonov. I was fortunate to be the end of that good play.” — 
Jake Leschyshyn 

The Golden Knights came out playing sluggishly. 

In period one, JT Miller and Tanner Pearson of Vancouver less than 
three minutes apart to give the Canucks a 2-0 lead. 

Well, I turned the puck over on my first shift for a goal. I took a penalty on 
my second shift for a goal. Couldn’t get any worse. I definitely felt better 
as the game went on. — Golden Knights’ Mark Stone on returning to play 
after an injury 

In period two, Reilly Smith and Brayden McNabb scored to give the 
Knights a 3-2 lead. 

The McNabb goal was set up by a gorgeous steal by defensive mate 
Shea Theodore, who fed the Nabber for his second goal of the season. 

But Vancouver’s Nils Hoglander sped in on goalie Robin Lehner, who 
made the save. But Hoglander got a hold of the rebound beneath Lehner 
and poked the puck into the net. 

After two periods, it was Vancouver and Vegas tied at three apiece. 

Another Knights player scored his first goal. It was Jake Leschyshyn 
steering in a goal thanks to a gorgeous pass from Dadonov. The VGK 4-
3 lead didn’t last long as Hoglander notched the equalizer. 

But Jonathan Marchessault fired home a goal from the right side to give 
the Knights a 5-4 lead. 

And Mark Stone fed Dadonov for a goal to give the VGK a 6-4 cushion. 
Marchy added an easy one for a 7-4 Golden Knights lead. 

Final: Vegas 7 Vancouver 4 as the VGK have opened the six-game 
homestand winning three of three games. 

Lehner, postgame: “I had a lot of fun out there. It was a pond hockey 
game back-and-forth. I don’t know if I’ve ever seen that many odd-man 
rushes both ways. Fun to come away with a win. We just needed points.” 
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Fight: Ben Hutton Throws Knuckles in 1st Game with Golden 
KnightsPublished 4 hours ago on November 13, 2021 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

It didn’t take Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Ben Hutton long to fit in 
with his new surroundings. The Golden Knights signed the free-agent 
defenseman on Oct. 28 to patch their injured blue line. 

Saturday night, Hutton played his first game for the Golden Knights. He 
played sheltered minutes and wasn’t used in high-leverage situations. 
Instead, for his first game, he played under 10 minutes. 

However, Hutton answered the bell late in the third period of the Vegas 
Golden Knights 7-4 win over the Vancouver Canucks at T-Mobile Arena.  

On the Canucks breakout, Hutton stepped into Jason Dickinson. The 
glancing hit knocked Dickinson away from the puck and it was on. This 
was the 28-year-old Hutton’s fifth NHL fight. 

 

Vegas Hockey Now LOADED: 11.14.2021 

1226224 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Golden Knights Win, Marchessault Rocks; Takeaways from 7-4 Win over 
CanucksPublished 4 hours ago on November 13, 2021 

 

By Dan Kingerski 

 

It didn’t start well. The Vancouver Canucks played the perfect road 
game. They sucked the life out of the game, the crowd, and scored a pair 
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of early goals. The Vegas Golden Knights rallied with goals by Evgenii 
Dadonov and Reilly Smith and needed three leads before one stuck. 

In the third period, Jonathan Marchessault scored a power-play marker, 
his 100th goal as a Golden Knight, and it stood as the game-winner. 

“When they said it, I didn’t understand. So I asked someone on the 
bench and they told me (it was my 100th goal). I’m pretty proud of that,” 
Marchessault said. 

Mark Stone, who missed the last 12 games, set up Dadonov for the 
clincher with five minutes remaining. On a two-on-one, Stone gave 
Dadonov (5) a layup, and Vancouver was finally done. Marchessault (9) 
added more insurance with four minutes left when he poked a loose puck 
into a yawning cage. The Vegas Golden Knights beat the Vancouver 
Cancuks 7-4 at T-Mobile Arena on Saturday night. 

It’s the second straight game that Vancouver gave up seven goals. 
They’ve lost seven of their last nine games. Travis Green’s seat is 
probably toasty at this point. 

The Golden Knights had to rally from a bad start. That was about 
breaking through the suffocating Vancouver play and a few mistakes by 
the struggling Canucks, too. Once the game opened up, the boys hopped 
on the firewagon. 

Late in the first period, Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Josh Bailey took minor 
penalties 26 seconds apart, and Dadonov was happy to clean up the 
mess. With just 14 seconds remaining in the first period, Dadonov (4) got 
the garbage goal near the crease for a jolt of feel-good at the end of the 
period. 

The Golden Knights dominated Vancouver in the second period. 

Early in the second period, Vancouver defenseman Brad Hunt left Reilly 
Smith uncovered on the left wing. Smith (5) ripped the wrister past 
Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko to even the game. 

Midway through the period, the Golden Knights forecheck created a 
turnover in the Vancouver zone, and Brayden McNabb was the lucky 
Golden Knight to be uncovered by scrambling defense. Like Smith, 
McNabb (2) snapped it past Demko from the left wing. 

Vancouver lost three of their previous four games and were carpet-
bombed in Colorado on Thursday night, 7-1. 

However, the Vegas Golden Knights didn’t put away Vancouver. 

Instead, Vancouver tied the game twice. Later in the second period, Nils 
Hoglander pressured the Golden Knights point, created a turnover, and 
scored on a breakaway when he outraced Ben Hutton and Dylan 
Coghlan. 3-3. 

Early in the third period, Jake Leschyshyn (1) scored his first NHL goal to 
give the Golden Knights a 4-3 lead. 

Less than one minute later, Lehner kicked a big rebound which went 
directly to Hoglander (4), who scored again to tie the game. Again. 

Just three minutes into the game, Vancouver earned a two-goal lead 
early in the first period, including one Robin Lehner probably kicked 
himself just a bit. Vancouver pressured the Golden Knights point (again), 
and J.T. Miller streaked past the Golden Knights defensemen and beat 
Lehner through the five-hold from about 35 feet (back of the circle). 

Before the game was six minutes old, Vegas was down 2-0. Vancouver’s 
quick puck movement scrambled the Golden Knights defense, and 
Tanner Pearson (2) was alone near the crease for an easy deflection. 

 3 Vegas Golden Knights Takeaways: 

Lehner and Defense: 

1) It wasn’t Lehner’s best night. He certainly would like the game’s first 
goal back, and the juicy rebound to Hoglander in the third period was an 
unforced error. 

He faced over 40 shots (43). For the fourth time in six games, the Golden 
Knights allowed 38 shots or more. There are very few goalies like 
Lehner’s predecessor who get better when bombarded. Most goalies 
need a bit of protection. 

Lehner won’t be at his best every night. It’s time the Golden Knights 
tighten the screws. Thanksgiving–the traditional “starting line” for an 
entire NHL season is around the corner. The high-scoring wins are fun, 
but it’s time to buckle down. 

2) Jonathan Marchessault has a filthy wrister. His first goal made Phil 
Kessel’s snap shot look like slow motion. Marchessault is feeling the 
puck, and it’s feeling him. Good players put themselves in position to 
score. Better players finish those chances. Marchessault is burying them 
all. 

You’re forgiven for wondering just how potent this Golden Knights lineup 
will be with a No. 15 in the middle. It could be hotter than any show on 
the Strip. 

3) Vancouver is an absolute mess. They had a good start but got sucked 
into the Golden Knights game. They traded chances, and they played 
open. Vegas is a better team or at least better at that, and Lehner is a 
better netminder than Demko. 

The weaker teams of the Western Conference must be defeated, and 
Vegas did that. 

But maybe they should play a bit better next time– hop off the firewagon 
and into a more complete game. 
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Mark Stone Takes Line Rushes; Game-Time Decision vs Canucks 

 

November 13, 2021 

By Owen Krepps 

 

Vegas Golden Knights star forward and captain Mark Stone participated 
in line rushes at practice Saturday in full-contact. The winger has missed 
the last 12 games with a lower-body injury. Golden Knights head coach 
Peter DeBoer lists Stone as a game-time decision for Saturday night’s 
game against the Vancouver Canucks. 

Stone has been skating with the team for a handful of past practices, but 
Saturday marks the first time Stone has participated in line rushes. He 
skated with Evgenii Dadonov and Chandler Stephenson and was also 
seen practicing with the top powerplay unit. Stone’s official status has 
also been updated to day-to-day (lower-body). 

This news comes just one day after newly acquired Golden Knights 
forward Jack Eichel underwent successful artificial disk replacement 
surgery. Max Pacioretty, William Karlsson, Nolan Patrick, and Zach 
Whitecloud are the other players that remain out for the Golden Knights. 

Alec Martinez, who took a skate to the face against the Minnesota Wild 
was not at practice and is expected to be out Saturday night. 

Since coming over in a blockbuster deal with the Ottawa Senators, Stone 
has been dynamite for the Golden Knights and was named captain in 
January 2021. He has 138 points in 140 career games with the Golden 
Knights and 37 playoff points in 46 playoff games. 

The Golden Knights are on a two-game winning streak and their third 
consecutive game at T-Mobile Arena. They are set to take on the 
struggling Vancouver Canucks at 7:00 pm. 
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How Troy Terry became the Ducks’ breakout star of the year 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | eteaford@scng.com | Orange County Register 

PUBLISHED: November 13, 2021 at 4:07 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
13, 2021 at 11:20 p.m. 

 

IRVINE — Paul Kariya had Troy Terry pegged all along. 

A little more than three years ago, Kariya met with a few friends to talk 
about his upcoming jersey retirement ceremony at Honda Center. At one 
point, someone asked if Kariya watched many Ducks games and, if so, 
who stood out as someone to keep an eye on in the seasons to come. 

“Troy Terry,” Kariya said. 

Kariya spoke in glowing terms of Terry’s ability to maneuver with the 
puck in tight spaces, his skillful passing and his knack for being in the 
right place at the right time. It’s taken some time, and some patience on 
the part of the Ducks, but Kariya’s assessment seems bang on target 
today. 

Buoyed by a 13-game scoring streak, Terry has moved among the NHL’s 
leaders with 11 goals and 19 points in 14 games. He was third in goals 
going into Saturday’s games around the league, and fourth in points. He 
had already surpassed his career high of seven goals and was one point 
shy of his career best of 20 points. 

Last season, he set career highs with seven goals and 20 points in 48 
games. 

Terry, a 24-year-old right wing, has teamed with center Ryan Getzlaf, 36, 
and left wing Adam Henrique, 31, to form an exceptionally productive line 
that has ignited the Ducks’ six-game winning streak. Getzlaf is the Ducks’ 
second-leading scorer with 15 points and Henrique is fourth with 12. 

“I’m not taking credit for that,” Getzlaf said when asked about Terry’s 
sudden rise. 

All along there were glimpses of the player Terry could be, the one 
Kariya had identified. As far as the Ducks were concerned, they were 
only flashes of brilliance. Nothing like the sustained excellence Terry has 
shown to start the 2021-22 season, his fifth after a stellar career at the 
University of Denver. 

So, what’s changed? 

Mind games. 

“I don’t know if I’ve had points in the first 10 games of any season I’ve 
had here,” Terry said recently. “I was fortunate to kind of get off to a good 
start and have a couple of points early and feel good and take that 
pressure off and just play. It’s amazing when you just come to the rink 
and not worry about anything else. 

“That’s how I’ve come to the rink every day, not taking hockey any less 
seriously than I used to, but also not being defined in my everyday life by 
how that day went. I used to ride that roller coaster. Maybe I’d have a 
bad game or get taken out of the lineup and I’d be really hard on myself. 
Then I’d have a really good game and I’d be on top of the world and 
almost satisfied with it and so happy. 

“I’ve just tried to stay even-keeled, having fun, enjoying my teammates 
and coming to the rink and working as hard as I can and seeing what 
happens.” 

The Ducks had hoped for some time that this day would come, that Terry 
would find a way to get out of his own head and stop overthinking the 
game. The coaching staff certainly could tell when Terry had stopped 
thinking about hockey on the ice and started playing hockey. 

“Number one, it’s maturity,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. “The other 
thing we’ve really been preaching here is that just because you had a 
bad night doesn’t mean the next day it’s going to rain, too. And just 
because today it’s a super great day, it doesn’t mean tomorrow’s going to 
be that either. 

“Each day and each moment brings its own challenges and its own 
rewards. Once you kind of wrap your head around that, I just think it’s 
easier to live. These guys, they have dreams. They’ve been dreaming of 
playing in the NHL for so long, and it’s almost like when you play really 
well it’s bought you another day. 

“If you have a rough night, you just think you’re going to be cast off 
somewhere. It’s a terrible way to live and it’s a terrible way to go about 
your career. You’ve just got to settle in and come in every day and try to 
get better, try to win the day, and if you put a whole bunch of days 
together, then your career looks after itself.” 

Rough nights have been nonexistent for Terry this season. 

“I went through it as a young player,” Getzlaf said. “I made mistakes all 
the time. I turned the puck over at the blue line and all that kind of stuff. 
As you get better, as you get more confident with the puck, you’re able to 
make more plays at the blue line. Ultimately, he’s making little plays that 
change the momentum, that change the game and allow him space. 
Obviously, he’s got the confidence.” 

Vancouver (5-7-2, 12 pts) at Ducks (8-4-3, 19 pts) 

When: Sunday, 5 p.m. 

Where: Honda Center 

TV: Bally Sports West 
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Winnipeg ends Kings’ 7-game winning streak in overtime 

 

Staff Report 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

PUBLISHED: November 13, 2021 at 9:22 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
13, 2021 at 9:22 p.m. 

 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Mark Scheifele scored 32 seconds into 
overtime to give the Winnipeg Jets a 3-2 victory over the Los Angeles 
Kings on Saturday night. 

Kyle Connor and Dylan DeMelo also scored for the Jets, and Connor 
Hellebuyck stopped 27 shots, 

In the extra period, Nikolaj Ehlers brought the puck up the ice and 
passed to Scheifele, who fired a one-timer from near the left circle for his 
first goal of the season. 

“It felt good,” Scheifele said of finally getting a goal. “It was a great pass 
by Nikky. It felt good to end that one, it was a grind of a game. We 
started to pick our game towards the end of that third period, started to 
play a little more grinding style and you need to be able to pull those 
ones off in this league.” 
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Maurice was happy to se Scheifele get on the scoreboard. 

Carl Grundstrom and Brendan Lemieux scored for the Kings, who 
snapped a seven-game winning streak. Cal Petersen had 20 saves. 

DeMelo tied the score 2-2 with the Jets short-handed with 6:24 left in the 
third period. Andrew Copp set him up for a clear shot that beat Petersen 
for DeMelo’s first goal with Winnipeg and first since March 21, 2019, 
when he was with Ottawa. 

“Obviously, a huge relief, there was definitely some frustration,” DeMelo 
said. “When you play defense you’re not relied on to score. You want to 
contribute and there’s no feeling like scoring a goal. It was nice to get 
that one, obviously the timing of it was crucial. To be able to contribute in 
that sense, it feels really good.” 

Lemieux gave the Kings a 2-1 lead at with 5:38 left in second when he 
pounced on the rebound of a shot by Blake Lizotte. 

“Lot of friends over there,” said Lemieux, who played 53 games with 
Winnipeg between 2017 and 2019. “Any time you go into the third period 
up and you don’t come out with two points, it (is terrible). It feels like a 
loss but, in the grand scheme of things, we definitely see this trip as a 
win. 

“You’re playing against a good, offensive-minded hockey team that’s 
playing at home and has been dangerous at home all year and it’s going 
to be tight and it’s going to be a bounce or two here and there.” 

The Jets opened the scoring just 1:59 into the game as Connor got his 
team-leading 11th when he pounced on his own rebound after a point 
shot by Logan Stanley. 

“It’s a game that we’re all disappointed in because it got away on us 
because I thought we played a real solid game, maybe one of the better 
ones on the road,” said Kings coach Todd McLellan. “We checked, we 
were first to a lot of pucks. We had a tenacity to us that was real good. I 
think we had a really good hockey club frustrated. 

“Two special situations – one on the power play and one in overtime – 
gave them a chance at a win. That part is disappointing.” 

Grundstrom tied it at 4:02 when his shot from a bad angle beat 
Hellebuyck over the shoulder. 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 6, Roadrunners 3 – Wroblewski, Fagemo 

 

By Jared Shafran 

 

A bounceback effort propelled the Ontario Reign (10-1-0-1) to a 6-3 win 
on the road over the Tucson Roadrunners (4-5-1-0) Saturday night at the 
Tucson Convention Center. Led by forward Samuel Fagemo, who 
became the first Ontario player to record a hat trick this season, the 
Reign won for the ninth time in their last 10 games. 

Defender Sean Durzi also had a big night for Ontario in the victory, 
scoring two power play goals and adding two assists for his second 4-
point effort of the 2021-22 campaign. In addition, forward Vladimir 
Tkachev picked up three assists and goaltender Garret Sparks earned 
the win with 27 saves. 

More from Head Coach John Wroblewski and Fagemo below. 

Durzi put Ontario in front early when he capitalized on a 5-on-3 power 
play opportunity with a shot that beat goaltender Josef Korenar up high to 

make it 1-0 at 5:05. The assists on the strike went to Tkachev and Martin 
Frk. With the helper, Frk extended his current point streak to six games. 

Minutes later, Fagemo one-timed a shot past Korenar on a feed from 
Tkachev to open up a 2-0 lead for Ontario. Durzi added the second assist 
on the play for his second point of the evening. 

Ben McCartney got the home team on the board at 10:43 of the opening 
frame with a power play tally that cut Ontario’s lead to 2-1. The Reign 
held on to the slim advantage into the first intermission after killing back-
to-back late penalties to Frk and Tkachev. 

Ontario found the back of the net three more times during the second 
period to take a commanding 5-1 lead. First, Fagemo scored his second 
of the night by deflecting a shot from Durzi past Korenar at 1:03. Next, it 
was Durzi who struck for the second time, posting his fifth of the year on 
the power play at 4:59 from Tkachev and forward Tyler Madden. 

Then at 11:34 of the middle frame, Fagemo took advantage of a turnover 
in the Roadrunner end and netted his third of the night unassisted to 
complete the hat trick. Fagemo now has six goals overall on the season. 

Tucson cut the lead down to three before the second intermission when 
Janis Moser scored at 17:55 to make it 5-2 Ontario. 

A penalty-filled third period didn’t see any special teams goals scored 
until the final minutes. Brett Sutter scored his second tally in as many 
nights for the Reign with an empty-net goal prior to a late power play 
strike for Tucson’s Jan Jenik. 

Both clubs finished with two goals on the man-advantage as Ontario 
ended 2-for-6 and the Roadrunners were 2-for-9. 

Tucson had the edge in shots on net by a 30-28 margin. Korenar turned 
aside 22 Ontario chances in a losing effort for the Roadrunners. 

The Reign are back in action next Sunday, November 21, when they host 
the Stockton Heat in the first of two home games at Toyota Arena 
beginning at 3 p.m. PST. 

 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 11.14.2021 

1226140 Los Angeles Kings 

 

FINAL – Kings 2, Jets 3 (OT)– Grundstrom, Lemieux, McLellan 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

The LA Kings have now earned points in eight straight games, though 
they saw their winning streak come to an end in Winnipeg, following a 3-
2 overtime defeat against the Jets. 

Forwards Carl Grundstrom and Brendan Lemieux scored for the Kings, 
who capped off their road trip at 3-0-1, earning points from all four games 
played in Canada. 

It took less than two minutes to get the first goal of tonight’s game, as 
forward Kyle Connor scored for the eleventh time this season to put the 
Jets ahead. After Cal Petersen made a pair of saves, the third rebound 
fell to Connor at the back post, where he slotted home for the game-
opening tally. 

The Kings responded well, however, as Grundstrom scored his third goal 
of the season to tie the game at one. Trevor Moore made a nice 
clearance along the boards, as he took a hit to make a play, which 
sprang Grundstrom on a 1-on-1 down the right wing. He drove into the 
right-hand circle and snapped a shot over Winnipeg netminder Connor 
Hellebuyck’s glove hand to knot pull the Kings level. 
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After a back-and-forth start to the second period, the visitors took their 
first lead of the evening, thanks to another timely tally from the fourth line. 
Leading an odd-man rush in transition, Blake Lizotte fired a shot off of 
Hellebuyck’s far pad, with Brendan Lemieux crashing the net to bury the 
rebound for the goal, his second of the road trip and the season. 

Winnipeg came back with a shorthanded goal to tie the game at two. 
With the Kings on a power play in the latter half of the third period, the 
Jets led a rush the other way, with the puck eventually finding 
defenseman Dylan DeMelo in the slot, where his shot appeared to hit a 
Kings stick and go past Petersen for the game-tying goal. 

After the two teams reached overtime, Winnipeg won the extra point 32 
seconds into overtime, as Mark Schiefele sent a one-timer off the rush in 
for the game-winning goal. 

Hear from Grundstrom, Lemieux and Todd McLellan following the game. 

Carl Grundstrom 

On his goal, and how he read the situation and put it home 

I saw I had the 1-on-1 opportunity and I thought I had a pretty good 
opportunity to shoot it too. I just took a shot and tried to hit the short side. 

On the play of his line tonight 

I think this was probably our line’s best game of this trip. Even though we 
lost today, it was a big step for our line. I think we helped each other out 
a little bit better than we did in the other games. 

On what the Kings did well to suppress Winnipeg, especially in the 
second period 

We played tight, we didn’t give them anything for free. They have a really 
good forward core, so we didn’t want to let them get anything for free and 
I think we did a good job. 

On the momentum generated by the team on this road trip 

It’s huge. We played great the last couple of games here, so just keep 
building on that. Obviously, it’s way more fun to win, so we’ll try to do 
that. 

Brendan Lemieux 

On if he can see tonight’s game within the context of the larger trip, or if 
it’s too close to see that bigger picture 

Anytime you go to the third period with a lead, and you don’t get two 
points, it sucks, it feels like a loss, but in the grand scheme of things, we 
definitely see this trip as a win. We got back to playing road hockey the 
way that we should, and we’ve made some strides with our team that I 
think we’ll remember for the rest of the year. We’ve got a good 
foundation to build a successful, hopefully playoff, hockey team. 

On his game of playing with sandpaper, but also using discipline 

I always try to. I definitely lean on the side of being more aggressive, 
rather than passive, in nature. So, with that comes walking that fine line 
and being on the disciplined side. That’s always an internal battle that I 
have going on, I try to play hard, play physical, be hard to play against. 
Those are staples of my game, so I have to work on toning it down more 
than working it up, but I’m happy with the way our team is playing, like I 
said. With penalties, this and that, I don’t think we did a poor job of it, or 
we’ve done a poor job of it, finding a way to win. I’m happy with the way 
our team is trending. 

On getting a goal against his former team in Winnipeg 

A lot of friends over there, something that’s outside of hockey. It’s cool to 
be back in Winnipeg, but I can’t say I’m not excited to get back to some 
warm weather. I felt the cold, I enjoyed it, but I’m ready to get back. It’s 
been a long trip and I’m ready to get home. 

Todd McLellan 

On balancing the disappointment of tonight’s loss versus the positivity of 
a 3-0-1 road trip 

Well, you think small picture and big picture. Right now, there’s emotion 
in this one and it’s a game that we’re all disappointed got away on us, 
because I thought we played a real solid game, maybe one of the better 
ones on the road. We checked, we were first to a lot of pucks, we had a 
tenacity to us that was real good. I think we had a really good hockey 
club frustrated. Two special situations, one on the power play and one in 
overtime, gave them the chance at a win. That part of it is disappointing, 
but when you look at the bigger picture, when we got on a plane and 
went to Toronto, we were playing well, we had some confidence and I 
think the confidence has grown since then. We’re believing in each other, 
we’re believing in the system and the structure that we’re playing. 
Obviously there are some areas that we need to work on and improve, 
but there’s 31 other teams that have to do the same. Big picture, a really 
good road trip. Small picture, a little frustrated for the next 25, 30 minutes 
and then we’ll move on. 

On the third line tonight and their play 

They were [good], they played a lot more direct, they didn’t go 1-on-1 
through the neutral zone, we saw that creeping into their game in Ottawa 
a little bit, and in Montreal, but that line has been pretty good for us. 
They’re not pretty, but they are effective. The amount of grind time that 
they come up with along the boards, and in front of the net, their tenacity 
on the backcheck is effective. They often hand off, we talk a lot about it, 
hand off a good shift to the next line. There’s a lot of value in that. 

On his growing confidence in his entire lineup 

Absolutely. When things are going well and everyone’s playing well, you 
want to reward them, you want to put them on the ice, you don’t want to 
shorten the bench. I want them looking back and me and saying hey, put 
me on the ice again, and when you’re going well that’s easy to do, but 
you have to bring it. Confidence is gained and lost by what you do on 
each, individual shift. I think of Lizzo’s line, with Arty and Lemieux, they’re 
doing some really good things on every shift, and go do it again, do it 
more. In turn, it gives Kopi and Danault, their lines, a little breather and it 
allows us to be effective longer in games. 

On Brendan Lemieux’s ability to balance physical play with discipline 

He’s a crafty player, he knows his trade, he knows what he should be 
doing and shouldn’t be doing. He adds a lot of spice to our team, we 
missed that early in the season, so we appreciate him bringing that to the 
group. Tonight, there were opportunities where he could have crossed 
the line, and put us down for two minutes by a man, but he made good 
decisions. He stayed out of the emotional stuff, which is important. That’s 
effective, and we appreciate that from him. 

On his thoughts on the overtime period 

I thought we gave up too much ice on the entry and they turned what was 
a 2-on-2, a soft 2-on-2, into almost a 2-on-1, we didn’t play it real well. 
They’re crafty players, they know how to create that situation, they did a 
good job. Sometimes you have to give the opposition credit too. 

Notes – 

– This run of games (3-0-1) marked the fifth time since 2004-05 NHL 
Lockout that the Kings have picked up a point in all four games on a four-
game road trip. 

– Forwards Brendan Lemieux (goal) and Blake Lizotte (assist) made it 
two points from their last three games after connecting on a second-
period tally. 

– Trevor Moore tallied his first assist of the season with the long helper 
on Grundstrom’s goal. 

– Defenseman Mikey Anderson was a +1 tonight, was +7 on this road trip 
and is +8 on the team’s eight-game point streak. 
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– Defenseman Matt Roy logged a team-high 24:36 of ice time in tonight’s 
game. Four of the Kings six blueliners played more than 20 minutes 
tonight. 

The Kings are slated to return to Los Angeles this evening, and are not 
scheduled to skate tomorrow. 
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Game Thread – Kings @ Jets, 11/13 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

SHARE THIS ARTICLE 

Los Angeles Kings 2, Winnipeg Jets 2 

5:00 Left, Overtime 

Game Preview 

LISTEN: LA Kings Audio Network 

SOG: LAK – 28 WPG – 21 

PP: LAK – 0/2 WPG – 0/1 

First Period 

1. WPG – Kyle Connor (11) – (Logan Stanley, Pierre-Luc Dubois) – 1:59 

2. LAK – Carl Grundstrom (3) – (Trevor Moore) – 4:02 

Second Period 

3. LAK – Brendan Lemieux (2) – (Blake Lizotte, Olli Maatta) – 14:22 

Third Period 

4. WPG – Dylan DeMelo (1) – (Andrew Copp, Logan Stanley) – 13:36 

Tonight's @LAKings Line Rushes – 

Kempe – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Grundstrom – Kupari – Moore 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Petersen 

Quick 

— Zach Dooley (@DooleyLAK) November 13, 2021 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 – 4:00 p.m. PT 

Canada Life Centre – Winnipeg, MB 

Referees: Eric Furlatt (27), Corey Syvret (23) 

Linesmen: Michel Cormier (76), Trent Knorr (74) 

Bally Sports West, Bally Sports App LA Kings Audio Network 
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11/13 Preview – No Morning Skate: Vitals, Potential Lineups, Streaks, 
Ways To Win, Clarke 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Kings conclude a four-game road trip this 
evening as they visit Manitoba for the first time with a meeting against the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: The Kings and Jets faced off once earlier this season, 
at STAPLES Center, with Winnipeg prevailing by a 3-2 final. Forwards 
Rasmus Kupari and Adrian Kempe each scored in defeat against the 
Jets, while Arthur Kaliyev, Alex Iafallo and Phillip Danault each tallied an 
assist. Throughout his NHL career, forward Anze Kopitar has 26 points 
(9-17-26) from 26 career games against Winnipeg. The two teams will 
conclude the season series on April 2 here in Canada. 

KINGS VITALS: The Kings enter tonight’s game winners of seven 
straight games, with the opportunity to complete their road trip with a 
perfect 4-0 record. 

The Kings did not hold a morning skate today, so we won’t know for sure 
on tonight’s lineup until later this evening. Assuming the rotation in net 
continues, however, it would point to Cal Petersen getting the nod in goal 
tonight. Petersen, who has won four of his first six starts this season, did 
not play the first game against the Jets and has faced them just once in 
his NHL career, when he made 29 saves on 34 shots in a 6-3 defeat in 
this building in February 2020. 

Yesterday’s practice did not give us any direct indications of a potential 
lineup change, though with the team riding a seven-game winning streak, 
we won’t project any here. One note of interest is that Lias Andersson 
skated in a regular jersey during yesterday’s practice, which indicates 
that he is closing in on a return to the lineup. Here’s how the team set up 
in Ottawa on Thursday – 

Kempe – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Grundstrom – Kupari – Moore 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Quick / Petersen 

JETS VITALS: After they dropped each of their first three games to open 
the season, Winnipeg has been consistently hot over their 10 games 
since, with points in all but one of those appearances, including seven 
victories. 

In net, expect to see workhorse netminder Connor Hellebuyck get the 
start between the pipes, per Scott Billeck of the Winnipeg Sun. 
Hellebuyck has started all nine of the games he’s been available for, 
missing one four-game stretch due to illness. On the season, the 
Michigan native is 4-2-3 with a .909 save percentage and a 2.97 goals 
against average. 

Per Mitchell Clinton of the team’s official website, here’s how line rushes 
went during yesterday’s practice – 

Connor – Dubois – Svechnikov 
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Ehlers – Scheifele – Wheeler 

Copp – Lowry – Harkins 

Toninato – Nash – Vesalainen 

Morrissey – Schmidt 

Dillon – Pionk 

Stanley – DeMelo 

Samberg – Beaulieu 

Hellebuyck / Comrie 

Forward Paul Stastny was the only Jets player not to skate yesterday, 
and Billeck confirmed that Stastny will not play tonight for the Jets. 
Stastny blocked a shot earlier this week against the New York Islanders 
and has missed the two games since. 

Notes – 

21 Jump Streak 

Yesterday’s practice report touched on the team’s current run of form, 
with seven straight wins, including three here on the road. 

The Kings are in search of their eighth straight victory here tonight in 
Winnipeg, which would move them to within one of the all-time record in 
franchise history. The Kings are also looking to sweep a four-game road 
trip for just the fourth time in franchise history. Both of which are 
achievable with a win over the Jets. 

On an individual front, forward Adrian Kempe is currently riding the 
longest point streak of his NHL career, extended with a secondary assist 
on Anze Kopitar’s power-play goal in Ottawa. Kempe has points in six 
straight games, which is one higher than his previous career mark of five 
during February 2019. The 25-year-old forward set his career high for a 
goal streak during that run, with tallies in four straight games from 10/30 
through 11/9. 

Winning (Different) Ways 

The Kings are finding ways to win games right now. The shutout win on 
Thursday was just another way to come out on top for this group. After 
yesterday’s media availability, Blake Lizotte and Andreas Athanasiou 
spoke on the group’s mentality in winning games in different ways. 

Lizotte – Our saying in the locker room right now is that good teams find 
a way to win in all sorts of fashions. Whether that’s a comeback win or a 
grind it out game, whatever that might be, good teams need to find a way 
to win every game and every game’s not going to be the same. You play 
the games, there’s a lot of good teams, you see them every night and it’s 
been good for our group to learn how to win in different ways. 

Athanasiou – I think we have a good feeling when we get on a run like 
that, and we’ve been doing it in all types of ways. It’s good to see that we 
have a lot of capabilities, a lot of different ways to win games and fun to 
be a part of it for sure. 

When you’re on a run like the Kings are, they won’t all be pretty, they 
won’t all be visually appealing, they just need to add up to two points. On 
that front, it’s been so far, so good here in Canada. 

Winnipeg presents a new challenge, with a solid lineup and another team 
that has played good hockey here in the early goings of the season. 
Their depth up front is among the league’s best, and the Kings will need 
to continue with the mantra that Lizotte talked about to find success this 
evening. 

On Brand-t 

Lastly, in case you missed this from the other day, hear from the LA 
Kings first-round selection in the 2021 NHL Draft, Brandt Clarke. Clarke 
joined the Bally Sports West broadcast from Toronto, where he met up 
with the traveling party during the day. 

The 18-year-old defenseman made the trip from Barrie to Toronto, just 
under 60 miles apart. Clarke has been off to a hot start with the OHL’s 
Barrie Colts, ranking second on the team with 15 points (5-10-15) from 
11 games played. 

Clarke talked about how the Kings integrated him into their morning 
routine before the game against the Maple Leafs, meeting and talking 
with some of the Kings veterans, his season thus far with the Colts and 
how he’s progressed with the organization since being drafted. 

Kings and Jets, tonight at 4 PM Pacific! 
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REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario at Tucson 11/13 

 

By Jared Shafran 

November 13, 2021 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: After their first regulation loss of the 2021-22 
season Friday, the Ontario Reign are looking to bounce back and earn a 
split of a weekend series in Tucson against the Roadrunners on Saturday 
night. The one loss was enough to drop Ontario out of the top spot in the 
Pacific Division standings, as it now looks up at the Stockton Heat who 
have won eight straight games. Friday’s win moved Tucson up from 
seventh into fifth place in the division with a points percentage of 0.500. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: The Reign have three skaters on the active 
roster with point streaks at four or more games led by Martin Frk, who 
has been on the scoresheet in six straight. Forwards Alex Turcotte and 
Vladimir Tkachev have posted points in four straight contests, while 
forward Aidan Dudas has netted goals in three consecutive outings. The 
Reign rank second in the AHL on the power play with a conversion rate 
of 26.5%, while Tucson bumped their percentage up to 18.4% Friday with 
three tallies. Ontario has a penalty kill percentage of 72.1%, while the 
Roadrunners sit at 76.3%. After losses in their first two matchups with 
Tucson last season, the Reign were victorious in their final six meetings 
with the Roadrunners. 

LAST TIME OUT: The Reign suffered their first regulation loss of the 
season Friday, falling 8-4 to the Tucson Roadrunners at the Tucson 
Convention Center. Aidan Dudas and Martin Frk each posted a goal and 
an assist for Ontario in a losing effort, while Alex Turcotte and Jordan 
Spence recorded two assists apiece. Ontario had previously earned at 
least a point from all 10 of its contests to begin 2021-22. The LA Kings’ 
AHL affiliate is now in second place in the Pacific Division standings with 
a .864 points percentage. 

FRK’S HOT STREAK: After recording multi-point games in all three of 
Ontario’s contests last week, forward Martin Frk was named the AHL’s 
Player of the Week for the first time in his nine-year pro career. Frk 
posted four goals and six assists for 10 points in the three outings to take 
over the league’s scoring lead with 16 total points. His first two nights 
featured four-point efforts, each with two goals and two assists, on his 
way to being named the first star of the game. Frk extended his multi-
point game streak to five on Friday with a goal and an assist in a losing 
effort at Tucson. Overall, his nine goals lead the AHL, while his 18 points 
are tied for most in the league. The Pelhrimov, Czech Republic native is 
also leading all AHL skaters with a +10 rating and ranks sixth with 40 
shots on goal. 

DAZZLING DUDAS: Reign forward Aidan Dudas has posted goals in 
three straight games for Ontario, the longest run of his pro career. The 
Parry Sound, Ont. native found the back of the net in a win at Bakersfield 
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last Saturday, scored in the first period of a home win over Colorado on 
Sunday and then struck in the second period of Friday’s loss in Tucson. 
Dudas also added an assist on captain Brett Sutter’s first period tally 
Friday to record his first multi-point effort of the season. Overall, he ranks 
second on the team with five goals in Ontario’s first 11 games. 

SCOUTING THE ROADRUNNERS: Tucson began the 2021-22 season 
with three consecutive series splits against Stockton, Texas and San 
Diego before falling on back-to-back nights to Henderson last weekend. 
After scoring a hat trick in Friday’s win, forward Matias Maccelli leads the 
team in scoring with nine points on three goals and six assists. Attacker 
Hudson Fasching is just behind Maccelli with eight points in the team’s 
nine games on four goals and four assists. Defender Janis Moser leads 
the team’s blueliners with four points (2g, 2a). In net, Ivan Prosvetov has 
gotten the majority of the playing time and holds a 3-2-1 record that 
includes two shutouts in six appearances. His goals-against average of 
2.32 and .907 save percentage both lead the team. 

TURC’S TUCKS: Reign forward Alex Turcotte posted goals in back-to-
back games last week and is currently on a season-high four-game point 
streak. After recording an assist in Henderson last Wednesday, the 
second-year attacker scored in Bakersfield on Saturday by knocking a 
puck out of the air and into the net. Then on Sunday, Turcotte opened 
the scoring with his third tally of the year just 1:01 into an eventual win 
over Colorado. Through the team’s first 11 games of 2021-22, the Island 
Lake, Ill. native has nine points on three goals and six assists. 

TKACHEV HANDING OUT HELPERS: Vladimir Tkachev has shown off 
his skill since joining the Reign, earning assists in each of his first four 
career AHL games. The forward had one helper in his first appearance in 
Henderson last Wednesday before adding a pair of assists in wins over 
Bakersfield and Colorado on Saturday and Sunday. Most recently, 
Tkachev set up Martin Frk for his league-leading ninth goal of the season 
late in the second period of Friday’s loss in Tucson. The Omsk, Russia 
native began his first pro season in North America with the LA Kings, 
posting two assists in four contests. 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: Dressing drippy in Philly, 
complaints from Columbus and a new No. 1 in Winnipeg 

 

By Sara Civian  

Nov 13, 2021 130  

 

Folks, happy weekend and welcome back to The Athletic’s Official NHL 
Style Power Rankings™. There have been several pressing 
developments in the world of NHL fashion since we last talked that we 
absolutely need to discuss, so let’s get right into it. 

First, surprising no one, it only took the Leafs a month and a half of the 
season to call off their business casual dress code. Apparently — and I 
don’t even want to type this because it is so graphic and traumatizing — 
somebody showed up in a T-shirt. I tried my hardest to get to the bottom 
of what happened, but none of my sources would spill the beans. So let’s 
pour one out for what could have been and reminisce on the good ole 
days when — oh, wait — their social media team barely showed us what 
they were wearing to begin with. 

We’ll always have Mickey Marner. 

Second, the Flyers earn the entire honorable mention spot. They 
apparently held a “drip” contest in which they went out to dinner on the 
road with instructions to dress “drippy.” 

Third, shoutout to the Columbus Blue Jackets for referencing these 
rankings in a great article about some of their fashion choices. 
Apparently, Jack Roslovic was disappointed he hasn’t yet cracked the 
list. 

“I thought I looked better than them,” Roslovic said when asked about the 
rankings honoring Patrik Laine and Elvis Merzlikins. There have been a 
few other players around the league voicing disappointment in my 
selections, and we will hear from them down the road. 

For now, did Roslovic make this edition? Who went from unranked to No. 
1? Keep reading. 

10. James van Riemsdyk 

Previously: Unranked 

James van Riemsdyk (Philadelphia Flyers / Instagram) 

James van Riemsdyk has been an honorable mention before, and his fits 
these past few weeks — especially the one above — sealed the deal for 
me. As I’ll get into for No. 9, there’s nothing like a bright blue-burnt 
orange combination in the fall. 

9. Jeremy Swayman 

Previously: Unranked 

Jeremy Swayman (Boston Bruins / Instagram) 

Halloween, but make it not tacky? Very tough mission accomplished, 
Jeremy Swayman. As we’ve gone over, if you’re going for something 
borderline tacky, it’s best to let that shine in the accessory — a.k.a. a 
spooky mask. 

As for the fit, I am a sucker for some burnt orange, and the pairing with 
blue is perfect here. 

8. Anthony Duclair 

Previously: Unranked 

Anthony Duclair (aduclair10 / Instagram) 

Anthony Duclair makes his long-awaited style rankings debut this week 
with a three-piece look that’s popular around the league. What sets it 
apart from the rest? It’s the tie, for me. 

7. K’Andre Miller 

Previously: 4 

K’Andre Miller (New York Rangers / Twitter) 

K’Andre Miller drops a few spots this week but still makes the cut. I love 
the pattern clashing we’re seeing all around the league lately. As Jacob 
Markstrom showed us, the key to that is keeping a color scheme going, 
and the black and white that Miller has here is a classic. 

6. Barclay Goodrow 

Previously: Unranked 

Barclay Goodrow (New York Rangers / Twitter) 

Remember what we said about emerald green? (So hot right now, duh.) 
We’ve still got a few more weeks before this gorgeous color becomes too 
Christmas-y, and Barclay Goodrow took full advantage of that. Also, is 
that a leather tie? I love the appearance of the texture and the color 
combo. High marks all around, and shout out to Twitter user Jack 
Hancock who apparently knew Goodrow was serving heat and asked the 
Rangers for a picture. 

5. Karel Vejmelka 

Previously: Unranked 

I guess the fashion hockey world needs to learn a new name, and that’s 
Karel Vejmelka. Despite the Coyotes remaining pretty weak with what 
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we’ve seen from their loosened dress code outfits, their 25-year-old 
rookie goalie has been bringing the heat in the suit department recently. 

4. P.K. Subban 

Previously: Unranked 

P.K. Subban (New Jersey Devils / Twitter) 

P.K. Subban might have been unranked last time, but he’s made the list 
before and will be a fixture. 

November is Hockey Fights Cancer month, signified by the color purple. 
Being able to make a statement while looking fantastic is a huge win in 
our books. 

3. Brent Burns 

Previously: Unranked 

Brent Burns (San Jose Sharks / Instagram) 

I don’t know if y’all know this, but Brent Burns has some facial hair. It’s 
huge when those who have aggressive beards actually know how to style 
them and use them as an accessory, and we’ve got that going on here 
on top of a few other quirks. The blue in the jacket is great with the blue 
in the pants, but the red makes everything pop, then the hat and the 
bowtie give this a sort of rustic feel that the beard drives home. 

2. David Pastrnak 

Previously: 1 

The Bruins have had so many bizarre breaks in their schedule that it’s 
been hard for us to even see David Pastrnak’s fits — but nevertheless, 
he’s taken advantage of the few opportunities he’s had. I mean, are you 
absolutely kidding me with that first look? It’s giving black and white 
cookie, it’s giving Sia’s wig, it’s giving “speak to me in a transatlantic 
accent or get out of town.” It’s not over the top because the hat is the 
novelty piece that pulls everything together, showing the power of a good 
accessory. 

It’s going to be hard to bump Pastrnak out of the top five. 

1. Adam Lowry 

Previously: Unranked 

Adam Lowry has caught my eye since the beginning of the power 
rankings, but I wasn’t completely sure if that was a good thing or a bad 
thing. After several weeks of contemplation, blood, sweat and tears (I told 
you this is serious business), Lowry has jumped from unranked to No. 1, 
and can you blame me after taking a look at some of his outfits over the 
past two weeks? Every time you think he’s not going to be able to top his 
last look, he does. The range is stunning. The risk-taking with patterns 
and colors works. I love his (hopefully faux) fur jacket combined with that 
hat — that’s the fresh take on the Peaky Blinders trend we actually need. 

We love the creativity. Keep it up. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Joseph Woll's 'big night' puts happy spin on ugly Maple 
Leafs performance 

 

Staff 

 

BUFFALO — When the Toronto Maple Leafs had fumbled away their 
second two-goal lead of the night, when the Buffalo Sabres smelled a 

choke job and were storming the gates late, that is when Joseph Woll felt 
most at ease in his hectic NHL debut. 

“Goalie is a pretty unique position. You can almost feel like you’re on an 
island,” the thoughtful 23-year-old netminder said between salvaging his 
first win and gifting the game puck to his mother, Shelley. 

“But I think [the key is] having the right mindset of being in the moment, 
keeping your confidence and not being afraid to make mistakes. You 
have to go through a little adversity to develop. At least I did.” 

Lanky and likeable, Woll was talking big picture: about a journey that took 
him from Boston College blue-chipper, through an uneven Marlies 
experience rocked by a pandemic and those harsh pro lessons, to an 
evening where a brigade of Woll’s family helped increase attendance at a 
Sabres game to 7,992. 

But the goalie could’ve been talking more specifically about how he 
handled the Sabres knotting his debut at 4-4 late and nearly turning his 
dream into a nightmare. 

“To be honest, that was probably the calmest I felt the whole game. Just 
go out and play,” Woll smiled. 

“I think a lot of times you can try to predict the future or catastrophize 
what can happen there, but at that point I said to myself, ‘Just enjoy 
being out there with this group.’ Pretty special outcome.” 

A dramatic 5-4 victory on a back-to-back and a souvenir for Shelley will 
gloss over what Woll’s coach believed, in general, to be a burn-the-tape 
performance by the skaters in front of him. 

"The first two periods were dreadful,” said Keefe, sounding like a man 
sensing a slip. “For us to get [the win], regardless of how we got it, I’m 
happy for him and his family. It’s a big night for him.” 

Remaining Time -2:04 

Maple Leafs' Woll reflects on special night to pick up first NHL win 

Keefe arrived in Buffalo armed with a rookie backup, a rejigged lineup, 
and a plan for the Toronto Maple Leafs to win their first game on the 
sleepy half of a back-to-back. 

"I want to use our depth," Keefe proclaimed. 

So, the coach made a pair of mild surprise healthy scratches (Rasmus 
Sandin, Wayne Simmonds) and injected some rested legs (Travis 
Dermott, Kirill Semyonov) after Friday’s hard-fought comeback overtime 
win over the Calgary Flames. 

More importantly and more interestingly, he debuted a prospect in goal 
tweaked the look of all four forward units. He wanted to reward the hot 
stick of Ondrej Kase and he was “trying to get more out of Nick Ritchie.” 

Of those fresh combinations, Keefe only had praise for his checking line. 

“I thought that line — [David] Kämpf, [Pierre] Engvall, [Alexander] Kerfoot 
— was our best by a mile,” Keefe said. “Aside from that, I didn’t like much 
about it. 

“When you work and compete like we did tonight, the lines just don’t 
have a chance.” 

It was a night of unlikely heroes performing for a mostly empty barn. 
Kämpf popped the Leafs on the board early with an odd one that slowly 
leaked through a sprawling Robert Hagg and recently recalled goaltender 
Aaron Dell’s legs. 

Kämpf’s second of the season already doubles his output from last year 
with Chicago and will surely appear on whatever reel collects plays that 
aren’t highlights: 

Toronto native Jeff Skinner responded by one-timing a rebound off the 
end-boards that beat Woll clean and tied the contest, igniting his 
personal goal song, Miley Cyrus’s “Party in the U.S.A.” Seriously. 
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Kase should’ve been the greatest beneficiary of the line juggle, as he 
enjoyed a bump to the top line alongside Auston Matthews and William 
Nylander. He made good on his promotion, fanning on a second-period 
shot, then whipping a puck by Dell. The marker gives Kase a three-game 
goal streak, tying the longest run of his career. 

“Doesn’t matter who score. We win the game. It’s very important for us,” 
said Kase. 

His timing and confidence have spiked now that he’s getting into the NHL 
rhythm. Remember, injuries limited the winger to just three games in 
2020-21 with the Boston Bruins. 

"You can see his confidence continue to grow and grow in himself and 
probably just feeling comfortable within our system, within the team, 
starting to get a good feel for how we play,” John Tavares said. 

As Keefe tinkers with the proper mix on the wings, another new Leaf, 
Michael Bunting, was given fourth-line duties alongside Semyonov and 
Jason Spezza. He fired a bobbling puck into the net, extending Toronto’s 
lead to 3-1. 

“More relief than anything,” Bunting said. “All it takes is one for that 
floodgate to open.” 

Tage Thompson cranked a one-timer from distance past Woll to narrow 
the gap before the second period closed. 

Tavares tipped a Morgan Rielly shot for a power-play goal in the third. 

But the rebuilding Sabres, who had defeated the high-flying Edmonton 
Oilers here 24 hours prior, refused to die. Skinner responded with his 
second of the game and another round of Miley Cyrus. Then Rasmus 
Dahlin tied the game, making everyone but Woll nervous. 

“C’mon, do it for Woller,” one of Toronto’s scratches encouraged as he 
rode the elevator down from the pressbox to the visitors’ dressing room. 

Mercifully, they did. Rielly cranked the game-winner with 11.8 seconds 
remaining in regulation. The D-man’s first of the season pinged 
downward off the crossbar, bounced in the blue paint and backwards 
across the line. 

“Score like that with 11 seconds left?” Woll said. “That’s pretty cool.” 

Funny hop? 

"I didn't think it was that funny," Rielly responded, wryly. "Just a little bit of 
good luck, so I'll take it. 

“I kinda feel like early on there were plenty opportunities, a couple of 
posts and stuff. It's about time. Just good to get it off your mind." 

Despite shuffling out of Buffalo with eight wins in their past nine games, 
most Maple Leafs not named Joseph Woll won’t want to dwell on this 
one. 

“I liked that our guys fought to the end,” Keefe said. 

The coach’s tone made it loud and clear he didn’t like much else. 

Despite strange game, Maple Leafs happy to get Woll first NHL win 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Sabres coach Don Granato on coaching a young Auston Matthews with 
the U.S. national team: 

“The hardest thing for me was to bite my tongue, especially going into the 
draft. Everyone was asking me: ‘How good is he? How good is he?’ And 
you don’t want to build him up; you want to let him get where he needs to 
be. I’ll just say I was incredibly excited to coach him at 15 years old. He 
was a special player then, a special talent then. Nothing he has done has 
surprised me or will surprise me.” 

• Keefe gave Woll a few days’ notice that he’d be making his NHL debut, 
so Woll’s family and friends would have time to make travel 
arrangements and attend. 

“It’d be pretty cool if everyone in my life could come and support me,” 
Woll said Saturday. “That’d be sweet.” 

• Dell made his Sabres debut after reluctantly starting the season in the 
minors and going 3-0-0 for AHL Rochester. Dell was signed as a free 
agent by the Leafs in the 2020 off-season, but they lost him on waivers to 
the New Jersey Devils before he played a single game. 

• Kase reflected on his own first game in the Show, Nov. 2, 2016: “I’m a 
pretty nervous guy, so I was really nervous. We played against 
Pittsburgh, right? So all warmup I was following [Sidney] Crosby. I kept 
looking at the other side. It was kinda weird because in warmup you’re 
supposed to focus on yourself, but I kept looking like, 'What is he doing?'" 

• Wayne Simmonds was healthy-scratched for his first time as a Leaf. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' nightmarish season continues with Allen injury, 
OT loss 

 

Eric Engels 

November 13, 2021, 11:53 PM 

 

A good effort, a heartbreaking loss, a key player injured; this is some 
recurring nightmare the Montreal Canadiens are suffering through this 
season. 

On Saturday, they took a 1-0 lead on Ryan Poehling’s first goal in the 
NHL since Jan. 13, 2020, knocked the Detroit Red Wings back on their 
heels and were about to escape the first period unscathed before 
catastrophe struck. 

Jeff Petry turned the puck over deep in the offensive zone. Doubling back 
towards his own net, he was trailing one of the NHL’s fastest players, 
Dylan Larkin, on an end-to-end rush, and he caught up to him right as he 
was making a play towards the net and shoved him into Jake Allen. 

Could Larkin have braced himself on the play and minimized the damage 
down to Montreal’s goaltender? The officials didn’t think so. 

Neither did we, and Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme didn’t sound 
all too convinced it was his fault. 

 

“Larkin was coming quick,” Ducharme told reporters on site. “There was 
a movement from Petry at the same time. It happened fast. Could he 
have avoided the goaltender? It happened fast…” 

Allen’s mask went flying off his head, and his head went flying into the 
post, leaving him down behind the goal line and clearly stunned. 

How the situation left Samuel Montembeault was almost as concerning, 
because he instantly became one of two inexperienced goaltenders 
tasked with carrying the Canadiens back to respectability -- a road that 
seems untravellable considering their 4-10-2 record. 

The 25-year-old backup to the backup hasn’t won a game in the NHL 
since Feb. 11, 2020, and he wasn’t much closer after allowing goals the 
first two shots he faced in Saturday’s 3-2 overtime loss to the Red Wings. 

The first one came off Larkin’s stick -- a great shot from an impossible 
angle Montembeault later said he should’ve stopped. That was at 2:36 of 
the second period. 
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Detroit’s second came 45 seconds later -- a wrister from Pius Suter that 
trickled in off Montembeault’s glove and deflated the Canadiens. 

“I had already allowed the first shot and after that I started thinking about 
it,” he told reporters after the game. “The second shot then comes from 
the slot.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Montembeault couldn’t stop it, but he settled in well from there and made 
22 stops on the next 22 shots he faced. 

Unfortunately for him, Larkin finished the game off on Detroit’s only shot 
in overtime. 

Unfortunately for the Canadiens, it turned what should’ve been a win into 
yet another loss and yet another failed opportunity to string wins together 
for the first time this season. 

Now they must forge on without Allen. 

Ducharme wouldn’t say outright that the 31-year-old suffered a 
concussion on the play in question, but he did admit that, after Allen was 
pulled from the game by concussion spotters, he didn’t do well enough 
on baseline tests to return. 

You can rule Allen out against the Bruins in Boston on Sunday and, 
though Ducharme said he’ll require further testing to determine whether 
or not he is indeed concussed, it’s probably safe to assume he’ll be out of 
action for at least the next little while. 

That’s just the stuff this Canadiens season has been made of so far. All 
of it -- Petry’s struggles manifesting themselves in an all-encompassing 
way, on a play that began with him turning over the puck for no reason 
and ended with Allen seeing stars; a crucial player down for who knows 
how long, like Jonathan Drouin and Joel Edmundson before him; 
untimely errors leading to unforgiveable goals against; and a loss. 

Another. Damn. Loss. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Montembeault has now suffered three with the Canadiens and five in a 
row dating back to two seasons ago. 

Cayden Primeau, who was recalled from the Laval Rocket before 
Ducharme hit the makeshift podium at Little Caesars Arena on Saturday, 
has been playing good hockey in the AHL. 

But the 22-year-old has just two wins in six NHL starts and it’s asking a 
bit much for him to come in right now and play saviour. 

From what we’ve been told, it could be up to three weeks before Carey 
Price resumes that role -- and that’s assuming he progresses well 
enough physically with each step he takes towards fully rehabbing from 
off-season knee surgery and making up for lost time on the conditioning 
front. 

And considering Price only returned to the Canadiens at the beginning of 
this week after spending 30 days in the NHL/NHLPA player assistance 
program, it would be perfectly understandable if it took him longer to be 
in the proper headspace to start playing again. 

So, things aren’t about to get easier for this team. 

They were hard again on this night -- another one that left them saying 
they liked their process, but not the result. 

The Canadiens dominated the Vegas Golden Knights last Saturday 
before somehow losing 5-2. They played well enough to beat the Los 
Angeles Kings before losing 3-2 in overtime on Tuesday. They took 
momentum out of a galvanizing win over the Calgary Flames on 
Thursday into Saturday’s game in Detroit and even responded well to the 
events that went against them. 

Montembeault rebounded, Artturi Lehkonen made a genius play from his 
back to set up Chris Wideman’s game-tying goal 2:33 into the third 
period, and the Canadiens dominated the rest of the game before the last 
shot found the back of their net. 

“There are no moral victories,” said Wideman, and he was right. 

There’s only the same bad dream for this team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kylington's high-risk, high-reward game epitomized in 
Flames' loss to Leafs 

 

Auston Matthews netted the game winner as the Toronto Maple Leafs 
edged out the Calgary Flames 2-1 in overtime. 

Eric Francis 

November 13, 2021, 12:05 AM 

 

TORONTO — The smashed stick over the crossbar was a dead 
giveaway his hero status had been erased. 

Late in a game in which his brilliant goal looked like it might just stand up 
as the winner, the Oliver Kylington of old showed up. 

Fanning on an attempted clearing pass from his zone that went straight 
to Alex Kerfoot at the point, the puck was in the net seconds later, thanks 
to a William Nylander one-timer off Ondřej Kaše that tied the game with 
seven minutes remaining. 

Kylington immediately broke his stick over the net in obvious frustration 
as it was the type of mistake that kept him from being an NHL regular 
until this year. 

“I’m pissed off right now. I think you guys understand why,” the Calgary 
Flames defenceman said after helping turn a 1-0 lead into a 2-1 overtime 
loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs at Scotiabank Arena. 

“I just tried to flip it out. It was an unlucky play. Not much you can do 
about it right now. If I could change something I would take it back.” 

During the ensuing TV timeout, he had an exchange with goalie Dan 
Vladar, during which he apologized to the rookie netminder. 

“I just told him he was having a heck of a game and I told him I was 
sorry,” Kylington said. “He said, ‘Don’t say you’re sorry. Just score for us.’ 
I just want us to win. I thought he played unbelievable tonight. He was 
saving us on a lot of chances, so I just wanted him to hear it from me.” 

Kylington was almost able to atone for the gaffe in overtime, using his 
speed to create one great scoring chance and get stopped on an attempt 
of his own by Jack Campbell. 

The evening was a perfect example of what Kylington’s game has long 
been about — high risk, high reward. Offensively gifted, defensively 
prone. 

This year the coach has put enough belief in the 24-year-old that has 
stepped admirably into the top four that desperately needed a fourth. 
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At both ends, he's been the team's most pleasant surprise. Leading all 
blue-liners with two goals and nine points, he’s used his speed to test his 
offensive creativity, while focusing on the one or two big blunders 
defensively that made him eighth, ninth or 10th on the organization’s 
defensive depth chart in years' past. 

His breakthrough is certainly one to be celebrated and admired this 
season, which was certainly the case five minutes into the third when he 
won a puck battle in his end and used his wheels to create a two-on-one 
with Johnny Gaudreau he finished with a slick backhand move to beat 
Campbell. 

The stage was set for the Flames to snap their two-game losing skid and 
steal a win against Toronto with Jarome Iginla looking on as part of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame game. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Alas, one or two mistakes is all it takes these days to derail a Flames 
team struggling to find the net. 

“It was a nice goal, but at the end we didn’t win,” said Kylington, wearing 
the loss on his face. "I don’t care if I score or get points, I just want to win 
games and we didn’t do it today.” 

Vladar was, indeed, outstanding, keeping the Flames in a game in which 
the high-powered Leafs tested him steadily throughout his third start of 
the season. It wasn't until Auston Matthews beat Vladar midway through 
overtime that the netminder was bumped from being the game's first star. 

“I don’t expect him to apologize for anything, he was trying to make a 
play,” said Vladar, who took an extremely measured and mature 
approach after making 35 saves in his eighth NHL start. “It happened. I 
could have apologized after the second goal from Matthews too. I was 
trying to make a save and I didn’t. That’s part of hockey and we are a 
family and a team. 

"Today just wasn’t our day. Obviously, I’d like to make that save and give 
us one more chance.” 

Coach Darryl Sutter was blunt with his assessment of Kylington. 

“He turned the puck over for them and scored one,” he said. “I’m sure 
he’s aware, we talk about turnovers all the time. Every team does. It’s 
about a puck possession game. When it’s unforced, guys have to take 
responsibility.” 

He sure did. 

Matthews’ winner came after he waltzed in over the blue line, cut to the 
middle and unleashed a wrister under Rasmus Andersson’s stick and 
through Vladar’s legs. 

Moments earlier, Vladar stopped Matthews on a breakaway and stoned 
Mitch Marner with an outstretched glove. 

“I think it says a lot about him, he’s sticking with it,” Kylington said of the 
soft-spoken Czech star who is now 2-0-1 with a respectable .913 save 
percentage. “Every time he’s played he’s been unreal and made key 
saves. I wanted him to get this win tonight because he deserved it.” 

Neither Vladar nor Kylington should be discouraged by the loss as they 
were a big part of the Flames nabbing a point before heading to Ottawa 
Sunday for Game 3 of a seven-game roadie. 

“I Just try to stick with it and believe in myself and stay with the process,” 
Kylington said of his intriguing journey, which has made him one of the 
most talked about developments of the young season. “It’s just hard 
tonight, after a game when a thing like that happens. I believe in myself 
and the plays I make. Tonight that bounce wasn’t with me.” 
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TSN.CA / Mark Masters: 'We believe in his talent': Joseph Woll feels 
ready for NHL debut 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability at KeyBank Center on 
Saturday afternoon.  

Joseph Woll hasn't exactly earned this opportunity in the traditional 
sense. He's 2-1-0 with an .895 save percentage in the American Hockey 
League this season. He was 7-7-0 with an .892 save percentage with the 
Marlies last season.  

"The big thing is that as an organization, we really believe in him," coach 
Sheldon Keefe explained. "We believe in his talent. In an ideal world, you 
want him to really get rolling with the Marlies and really work to develop 
himself over the course of the season. As it turns out, there is an 
opportunity now." 

An injury to Petr Mrazek and inconsistent play from third-string goalie 
Michael Hutchinson has opened the door for Woll, who will make his 
National Hockey League debut on Saturday.  

"He has played well through camp," Keefe said. "He has worked 
extremely hard. It has been a while now, but he is coming off of an 
outstanding last start for the Marlies in his last game action [on Oct. 30]. 
He has had more than enough time to practice with us." 

Woll has been with the Leafs since Mrazek was placed on injured 
reserve last Saturday.  

"He's a smart kid," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "He's worked hard 
and is great to have around the room. So, we're cheering for those guys 
who come in with good attitudes and work hard. You want those guys to 
get a shot." 

A few days ago, Keefe gave Woll the heads up that he would start in 
Buffalo as the Leafs play the second game of a back-to-back set. The 
KeyBank Center is a fitting stage for Woll's debut. In 2016, the Leafs 
made him the first pick of the third round of the draft in this building. A 
couple years later he represented Team USA at the World Juniors in 
Buffalo.  

The potential has always been there for the St. Louis native.  

"I can remember his first start that he made with the Marlies," said Keefe. 
"I came away really impressed with his athleticism, his size, the way he 
competed in the net. In that game, he made some unbelievable saves. 
Those type of athletes, you know, you don't get them often in the 
American League. Throughout that [first AHL] season some of his stats 
weren't showing up the way you'd expect them to or hope they would, but 
you're just impressed with him every day." 

    Beyond excited to watch client Joe Woll make his first NHL start for the 
@MapleLeafs tonight! 

    It will be a special night for Joe, Shelley, Emma, Michael, and Bob. 
Great family that will have the entire STL hockey community behind 
them. #welldeserved #dreamscometrue @brick_WOLL29 
pic.twitter.com/RyIAycnlmG 

    — Jeff Boston (@jeffbosty) November 13, 2021 

"Tremendous talent," observed Jack Campbell, who was mentored by 
Jonathan Quick during his time in Los Angeles. "I have a lot of fun 
watching him. I call him Quickie 2.0, because – not to give him too much 
pressure or anything – just, like, he's really flexible, makes some big-time 
saves and battles in practice. I just love a lot of the characteristics of his 
game." 
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It was a rocky transition from the NCAA ranks to the professional ranks 
for Woll. The Boston College product stumbled badly in his first year with 
the Marlies, posting an .880 save percentage in 32 games before the 
pandemic halted the 2019-20 season.  

"The past couple years have been a little weird with how COVID's been, 
but it's afforded me a lot of opportunity to work on some stuff that I don't 
think I would've paid a lot of attention to," Woll said on Sunday in his only 
media availability since being called up.  

Specifically, Woll has focused on the mental side of the game.  

"The ups and the downs, I think especially the downs, have really given 
me an opportunity to look at areas of my game and my life that are really 
important," he said. "It's been a long road and I feel ready." 

Woll spent time with the Leafs last season when Campbell was sidelined 
due to injury. He also accompanied the team into the bubble when the 
2019-20 season resumed.  

"Over the years, I've been fortunate to have some experiences up here 
and be able to learn some stuff from the goalies ahead of me and the 
coaches and players so it doesn't feel too uncomfortable right now," Woll 
said. "I feel like I belong. It's a little shift of not being too starstruck when 
you're out here and feeling like you really do belong and you can make a 
difference."  

'I call him Quickie 2.0': Leafs believe in Woll's talent 

Leafs goalie Joseph Woll, 23, will make his NHL debut on Saturday in 
Buffalo. "Tremendous talent," said Jack Campbell. "I call him Quickie 2.0, 
because ... he's really flexible, makes some big-time saves and battles in 
practice." Woll posted an .895 save percentage in three AHL games this 
season. "The big thing is that as an organization, we really believe in 
him," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We believe in his talent." 

With Woll in net, Campbell finally gets a well-deserved rest. Entering 
Saturday's play, Campbell is tied with Montreal's Jake Allen for the NHL 
lead among goalies with 13 games played.  

"It's fun," the 29-year-old said. "I feel like the more I play the better I can 
hopefully keep getting. Everybody around the league has the same 
schedule so it's good."  

A first-round pick in 2010, Campbell seems eager to make up for lost 
time. He's a late bloomer in the NHL and this is the first time he's opened 
a season as a team's incumbent starter. He's never played more than 31 
games in any NHL season.  

"It's the fun part, playing games, and I don't think any goalie would 
complain about playing in this league," Campbell said. "I just absolutely 
love it and any time coach throws me in there, I try and give it my best 
and get the two points. So, it's great."  

Campbell has posted an impressive 8-3-1 record this season with a .939 
save percentage. He leads the NHL in saves entering Saturday's games.  

William Nylander recorded two assists on Friday night, running his point 
streak to six games. He now leads the Leafs in scoring with 15 points.  

"He's been on fire every game," said Timothy Liljegren. "I think he 
showed in pre-season as well that he's ready to take that next step."  

But Keefe doesn't see it the same way and is doing his best to pump the 
brakes a bit when it comes to the Nylander hype train.  

"Will has been playing really well," the coach acknowledged. "He has 
been producing for us a lot. I think Will has another level to get to. His 
production is great — really good, right where we want it to be, and he is 
producing a lot of chances — but there are still other areas of his game 
we would like to see him be better in. Will has produced at a really great 
clip and that is ultimately what we really need from him, but there are 
other areas of his game he can be better at. Is this the best I have seen 
him? No, it is not." 

Where can Nylander still grow?  

"Being more consistent," Keefe said. "He can control the game when he 
gets the puck and is moving his feet. When he is in control, he is as good 
as anybody in the league. He is capable of doing that all of the time, is 
what I believe. The production has been great. The way he is generating 
offence and chances has been really good. I think he can get even 
better. I am not satisfied. I hope and I know Will is not. I know he has 
great expectations of himself. As long as I have been here as the coach, 
whenever I talk to Will, he has regarded himself as one of the top players 
in the league. I am going to continue to push him to get there." 

Before this current six-game surge, Nylander was coming off a six-game 
stretch, which saw him register just two points.  

Despite production, Keefe still pushing Nylander for more 

William Nylander leads the Leafs in with 15 points this season, but 
Sheldon Keefe still believes the 25-year-old winger has another level to 
get to in terms of his consistency. "When he is in control, he is as good 
as anybody in the league," the coach said. "He is capable of doing that 
all of the time." 

John Tavares logged 20 minutes and 57 seconds of ice time on Friday as 
he returned to the lineup after missing one game with a lower-body 
injury.  

"Physically, I felt really good," the Leafs captain said. "If I'm going to be 
out there it's going to be because I believe I can play my normal game so 
no excuses there."  

Tavares had picked up a point in his six previous games, but failed to find 
the scoresheet against the Calgary Flames.  

"No practice or a game [since Monday] so just getting back into that 
physical element and just getting your feel and your rhythm again," 
Tavares said of the challenge. "Some good things, but some things I'd 
like to get better at." 

There was one scary moment when Tavares blocked a shot and was in 
obvious pain.  

"Not much padding where I got that one," he said with a smile, "so, it 
stung there for a little bit."  

    Tavares stung by the shot block here. Looks like he is OK at the end, 
but that must have been painful. pic.twitter.com/9fPt1dB6nz 

    — Pension Plan Puppets (@PPPLeafs) November 13, 2021 

The Leafs are making two lineup changes tonight. Kirill Semyonov draws 
in up front. Wayne Simmonds will sit as a healthy scratch for the first time 
in his Leafs career. On defence, Travis Dermott draws back in after 
sitting the last two. Rasmus Sandin will be the odd man out.  

"I want to use our depth," Keefe said. "In both cases, just a chance to 
manage their season and manage their minutes and things like that. In 
Rasmus' case, he's played a lot here as a young guy for us and has had 
some bumps and bruises along the way and has played through it. 
Today, he'd be fine to play, but we just thought that, given we want to get 
Dermott in, it made sense to give Rasmus the day."  

Keefe pointed out that the Leafs are 0-2 on the second half of back-to-
back sets so far this season. 

Projected Leafs lines for Saturday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase 

Ritchie - Semyonov - Spezza  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Dermott - Liljegren  
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