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Who is goalie Alex Lyon? The Hurricanes keeper beat the Blues in Raleigh on Saturday 

By Chip Alexander 

There are a few things to know about goalie Alex Lyon, who 
made his first start for the Carolina Hurricanes a winning one 
Saturday in a 3-2 victory over the St. Louis Blues. 

Among them: 

▪ He played college hockey at Yale, where he was an All-
American and a top-10 finalist for the 2016 Hobey Baker 
Award. 

▪ He once had 94 saves in a Calder Cup playoff game 
against the Charlotte Checkers, which wasn’t an American 
Hockey League record. 

▪ He had won before at PNC Arena, beating the Canes for 
the Philadelphia Flyers. 

It’s interesting that Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had a 
goal and assist Saturday, described Lyon as a positive guy 
who is “always in a good mood.” Moments later, Lyon told 
the media he can be “fickle” and someone “as moody as they 
come.” 

But he’s a goalie, yes? Sometimes, it can be complicated. 
And especially for a goalie trying to work his way into the 
NHL and stick with a team. 

The Philadelphia Flyers gave him a chance out of Yale, 
signing him in 2016. Lyon played 22 games in four seasons 
for the Flyers, beating the Canes on March 17, 2018. Two 
months later, he was in net for the Lehigh Valley Phantoms, 
the Flyers’ AHL team, topping the Checkers 2-1 in a playoff 
game in Charlotte that went five grueling overtimes. 

Michael Leighton, a former Canes goalie, set the AHL record 
with 98 saves in a 2008 game with the Albany River Rats. 
Lyon stopped the last 79 shots in his win as he bested 
Checkers goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Alex Lyon one-and-done? 

Lyon’s appearance Saturday for the Canes (11-2-0) was, at 
least for now, a one-and-done. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour wanted to give goalie Frederik Andersen a 
break. Antti Raanta continued to recover from a concussion 

that resulted in the Canes recalling Lyon from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL. 

He was sent back to Chicago on Sunday afternoon, but 
Saturday, it was Lyon’s time, and the Minnesota native made 
the most of it. 

He scrambled in the crease at times, but also was calm and 
sharp at times, making some of his best saves when the 
Canes were shorthanded. He allowed a power-play goal to 
Pavel Buchnevich, but stopped eight power-play shots by the 
Blues, an attacking team that outshot the Canes 29-24. 

Defenseman Brendan Smith’s goal with 2:57 left in regulation 
pushed the Canes ahead 3-2, but the Blues then pulled 
rookie goalie Joel Hofer for a sixth attacker. The Canes held 
strong in the defensive zone, clearing the puck, and soon 
were lining up to congratulate Lyon on his seventh career 
NHL victory. 

“Coming up to the NHL is something I’ve battled for a long 
time, just trying to find my way,” Lyon said. “I think I’m good 
enough to play up here.” 

At the same time, Lyon, 28, said that each game he does 
play in the NHL, “It gets a little easier.” He likes playing for 
Brind’Amour, saying, “I’ve been around some very good 
coaching staffs but I would say Rod is probably as good as it 
gets.” 

Lyon said he also has enjoyed his time working with Canes 
goalie coach Paul Schonfelder and the conversations they 
have had. 

“Paul and I speak the same language,” Lyon said. “He’s a 
really intuitive, intelligent human and I find myself gravitating 
towards him. As a goalie and a goalie coach, that 
relationship can be either nonexistent or it can be super 
strong. As of today, I like him, but who knows if I have a bad 
practice or something.” 

Who knows what the future holds? Lyon could rejoin the 
Canes on their upcoming six-game road trip, or stay in 
Chicago and go back to work with the Wolves. 

For players like Lyon, it remains a battle as they try to find 
their way.
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NHL first month awards: Best, worst starts and biggest surprises to begin the 2021-22 
season 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

In the first month of the NHL's 2021-22 season, the biggest 
news was clearly off the ice. 

The investigation into how the Chicago Blackhawks handled 
claims by Kyle Beach that video coach Brad Aldrich sexually 
assaulted him in 2010 led to resignations by Chicago GM 
Stan Bowman and by former coach Joel Quenneville, who 
had coached the Florida Panthers to a 7-0-0 start this 
season. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman urged others to 
come forward with any claims of toxic or abusive situations 
among the teams; last week, that resulted in Anaheim Ducks 
GM Bob Murray resigning and entering an alcohol abuse 
program. 

Meanwhile, the NHL continues to play through the COVID-19 
pandemic, with players such as Pittsburgh Penguins star 
Sidney Crosby missing time to symptomatic positive tests 
and teams like the San Jose Sharks and Ottawa Senators 
missing several players due to the NHL/NHLPA COVID 
protocols. 

But on the ice, the NHL has had its share of compelling 
storylines in the first month, too. Here are our awards and 
superlatives in the early going: 

Best player: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

While Connor McDavid grabs more headlines and a larger 
portion of the highlight reel, it's Draisaitl who led the NHL 
with 28 points in 13 games, including a league-best 14 goals. 
He averaged a ridiculous 2.15 points per game, just ahead of 
McDavid (1.92). He leads the NHL in goals scored above 
average (7.5) and wins above replacement (1.4). The two of 
them helped propel the Oilers to the top of the Pacific 
Division. -- Wyshynski 

Best team: Carolina Hurricanes 

Under head coach Rod Brind'Amour, the Hurricanes are the 
best defensive team in the league through 13 games (1.92 
goals against per game) and are fifth offensively (3.46 goals 
per game). 

Andrei Svechnikov has rebounded from a down year 
offensively to lead the team in scoring, one of three 
Hurricanes who have played to a point-per-game pace, along 
with Sebastian Aho and free-agent addition Tony DeAngelo. 
It hasn't been a campaign without some flaws -- do they still 
have the receipt for that Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet? -- 
but it's one that has made the Hurricanes an early Stanley 
Cup favorite. -- Wyshynski 

Most pleasant surprise (player): Alex Ovechkin, Washington 
Capitals 

Listen, I expected Alex Ovechkin to have a good season. But 
I did not see this type of start unfolding for him. The man is 
36 years old, and is still going toe-to-toe with the NHL's elite 
young stars. Ovechkin has scored the second most goals in 
the NHL (12), without even relying on his patented one-timer 
to bury them, sits third in points (24) and is averaging nearly 
two points per game while consistently playing almost 22 
minutes per contest. 

He already has passed Brett Hull to take fourth place on the 
all-time goals list. Assuming Ovechkin stays healthy, it kind 
of blows your mind to think of all that he might accomplish 
this season -- and beyond. -- Shilton 

Biggest disappointment (player): Jakob Chychrun, Arizona 
Coyotes 

Last season was when the hockey world took notice of Jakob 
Chychrun, who had 41 points in 56 games and played 
himself into the Norris Trophy conversation. I'm sure he'd 
rather you not take notice of him this season. The Coyotes 
are epically terrible, and Chychrun's game has fallen apart. 
Through 15 games, he had a goal and an assist, skating to a 
minus-22. He has a team-worst minus-4.6 goals scored 
above average. By this point last season, Chychrun had 11 
points. 

That Canadian Olympic team roster spot looks dubious. -- 
Wyshynski 

Most pleasant surprise (team): Detroit Red Wings 

Nine years removed from their last playoff series win and five 
years removed from their last playoff appearance, the once 
mighty Red Wings are deep into a rebuild that's suddenly 
paying dividends. The arrival of top prospects -- winger 
Lucas Raymond and defenseman Moritz Seider -- was like a 
jolt of adrenaline for the franchise. Raymond, 19, meshed 
immediately on a line with leading scorer Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Dylan Larkin, who has waited a long time to experience 
competitive relevance again. -- Wyshynski 

Biggest disappointment (team): Montreal Canadiens 

What's the opposite of a glow-up? Because Montreal is 
going through it. The Canadiens fought their way to a 
Stanley Cup Final appearance six months ago. But they're a 
long way from contenders now. 

Montreal started the season with five losses, won only three 
of its first 13 games and had a pileup of train-wreck losses. 
Letting Phillip Danault walk in free agency hurt. So did 
Carolina's signing Kotkaniemi to a one-year offer sheet. The 
loss of Shea Weber to injury doesn't help. Assigning Cole 
Caufield to the minors? Another setback. And now Jake 
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Allen is potentially dealing with a concussion? The hits just 
keep coming. And Carey Price won't be rushed back to 
returning, either. -- Shilton 

Most confounding team: Seattle Kraken 

The Kraken opened their inaugural season going 4-10-1 and 
offering little indication as to what "Kraken Hockey" is 
supposed to look like. They're 20th offensively in the NHL, 
thanks in part to a power-less power play that was 31st in the 
league. Their goaltending looked to be the best thing about 
the team heading into the season. After 15 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL 
(.859) -- behind even the Coyotes, a team constructed to be 
historically awful. Philipp Grubauer has a quality starts 
percentage of .250 in 12 appearances. 

It's hard to call the Kraken a disappointment, because their 
expectations were based on a bunch of random names on a 
roster and what the Golden Knights did four years ago in 
their inaugural season. But they are confounding. -- 
Wyshynski 

Best comeback: Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers 

The Panthers' top defenseman was having a terrific 2020-21 
season -- until a leg fracture in March sidelined him the rest 
of the campaign. Watching his teammates lose without him 
in the first round of last season's playoffs lit a fire under 
Ekblad, and he has been on a mission. Ekblad has been 
playing nearly 26 minutes per game this season, he's plus-
10 with four goals and 11 points in 15 games. Welcome 
back, indeed. -- Shilton 

Most unexpected star: Troy Terry, Anaheim Ducks 

I did not have "Troy Terry Szn" on my NHL bingo card, but 
here we are. This season looks like a coming-out party for 
Terry, and he's making a strong case for consideration for 
the U.S. Olympic team. 

Let's start with the 14-game point streak, the longest such 
run in the NHL this season. It catapulted Terry toward a 
career high in goals (11), and his 20 points in 15 games 
matches his previous season best of 20 points (through 48 
games last season). With an emerging star like Terry in their 
midst, the Ducks are quickly becoming one of the NHL's best 
stories of the season. -- Shilton 

Best goal (besides Connor's): Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary 
Flames 

Matthew Tkachuk adds insult to injury as he scores a pretty 
goal to put the Flames up 6-0 on the Rangers. 

Scoring the goal of the year after Connor McDavid painted 
his masterpiece against most of the New York Rangers is the 
definition of rotten luck. It's like running the race of your life 
just to get a better glimpse of Usain Bolt crossing the finish 
line ahead of you. 

So let's give this Matthew Tkachuk goal its deserved 
spotlight. From controlling the puck to puck control, it's just 
an awesome tally. Thanks again to the Rangers' defense for 
being the Washington Generals to these Harlem 
Globetrotters this season. -- Wyshynski 

Most likely to improve (team): Boston Bruins 

It's odd to see Boston midway down the Atlantic Division 
standings. Not terrible. Not great. And I'm not convinced it 
will last. 

The Bruins are a perennial contender that's navigated key 
early-season injuries and the inevitable regression of aging 
stars. Tuukka Rask has been out with a hip issue. Newcomer 
Nick Foligno is just getting back from injury and finding his 
legs. Patrice Bergeron took some time to get going. David 
Pastrnak and Taylor Hall combined for only six goals in the 
Bruins' first nine games. But there's a good foundation in 
Boston, and a good coach in Bruce Cassidy to help this 
group figure it out. -- Shilton 

Most likely to improve (player): Auston Matthews, Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Meanwhile in Toronto, Matthews hasn't shown his Rocket 
Richard-winning form from a season ago. Offseason wrist 
surgery and limited training camp and preseason 
participation will do that. Matthews scored just one goal in his 
first six games, and tallied only two at 5-on-5 through 10 
outings. 

The Leafs have struggled as a team too, and Matthews' 
previously dominant two-way game hasn't been on full 
display. But as Toronto's core of stars has picked up the 
pace, Matthews' overall production is sure to improve as 
well. That incredible overtime winner against Calgary last 
week is proof enough -- Shilton 

Most likely to fade (team): Nashville Predators 

The Predators are rocking a .633 points percentage through 
15 games. They're the ninth-best defensive team in the 
league (2.60 goals-against average), and have gotten a 
resurgent performance from Matt Duchene (16 points) and 
an energizing rookie performance from Tanner Jeannot. But 
that 8.44 shooting percentage isn't likely sustainable, and the 
teams trailing them in the standings -- the Colorado 
Avalanche and Dallas Stars -- haven't found the gear yet, but 
will. -- Wyshynski 

Most likely to fade (player): Chandler Stephenson, Vegas 
Golden Knights 

Stephenson has been consistent even with regular linemates 
Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty out of the lineup, with 15 
points in 15 games. He should keep it going for a while as 
they return to the lineup, but one assumes he's only keeping 
the seat warm for Jack Eichel for the next three months 
before moving down the lineup. -- Wyshynski 

Most likely to save the day: Frederik Andersen, Carolina 
Hurricanes 

Never let it be said that Frederik Andersen can't perform in 
October. The Hurricanes netminder has had a masterful start 
to the season, posting a 9-2-0 record, a .939 save 
percentage (third best among NHL starters) and a league-
best 1.83 goals-against average. 

Is it the change of scenery from Toronto? Is there less 
pressure on Andersen in a new market? Is it Carolina's 
superior defensive performance in front of him (the 
Hurricanes are fourth in shots against this season)? Who 
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knows? And when Andersen is playing that well, who cares? 
-- Shilton 

Best trade: Cam Atkinson to Philadelphia; Jakub Voracek to 
Columbus 

A true one-for-one swap that has been benefiting both teams 
equally. Atkinson came out like gangbusters in Philadelphia 

with six goals in his first five games. Even though he has 
cooled off since, he has the talent to get hot again in a hurry. 

Meanwhile, Voracek has been an excellent playmaker for the 
Blue Jackets, with one goal and 11 assists in 12 games. It's 
nice when things work out for both teams. -- Shilton

 

 

 

About Last Night: Unlikely Heroes 

Lifted by the goaltending of Alex Lyon and a late goal from 
Brendan Smith, the Hurricanes improved to 11-2-0 on 
Saturday night. 

By Brett Finger  

Throughout the course of an 82-game NHL season, you 
need some unlikely heroes to step up and win you some 
games. Last night, that’s exactly what happened as the 
Carolina Hurricanes sunk the St. Louis Blues with bookend 
daggers in a 3-2 win at PNC Arena. 

From offense to defense, to a standout rookie, to a goalie 
who really owed one to the Hurricanes, it was an interesting 
hockey game. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

Jarvis Continues to Impress  

Any doubts about Seth Jarvis’ NHL readiness have all but 
disappeared at this point.  

Against the Blues, Jarvis turned in another standout 
performance, and in a just world, he would have had his 
second NHL goal. But, instead, he was robbed of a goal by a 
premature whistle during a delayed penalty sequence – and 
he was the one who drew it.  

He did help contribute directly to the team’s first goal, 
though. After Andrei Svechnikov’s neutral zone steal, Jarvis 
drove down the middle of the ice, created a passing lane, 
and allowed Sebastian Aho to find a pinching Brady Skjei to 
make it a 1-0 game early. 

Analytically, last night was probably his worst NHL game to 
date (which isn’t saying much given that he’s been 
outstanding every single night, but he still managed to stick 
out on almost every shift of the game.  

Whenever he steps out on the ice, it feels like he does 
something that catches you off guard. He’s that kind of 
player. Your eyes are just always glued to him.  

No one knows what will happen in the coming days or 
weeks, but it feels like a lock that Seth Jarvis will be a 
Hurricane for the rest of this season. He has a remarkably 
bright future and present.  

Defensive Bookmarks 

Saturday night was far from Carolina’s most dominant outing 
of the season. They needed some bounces to go their way, 
which they did, and some of those decisive moments came 
from unlikely heroes. 

Skjei had gotten close to finding the back of the net on 
multiple occasions this season, including when his bid for the 
game-winning goal in Tampa Bay got called off. But that 
stands to reason, as he’s been far more aggressive in the 
offensive zone in 2021-22. He finally made good on his 
opportunities last night. 

His sharp-angled bullet went right over Joel Hofer’s shoulder 
and gave the Hurricanes their quickest lead of the season. 

Fast forward almost an entire game’s worth of in-game time, 
and you’ll find Brendan Smith winning the game on a long-
range dart. 

Now, Smith has only played in four games this season and 
didn’t even sniff the ice until Brett Pesce’s injury, but his 
biggest moment as a Cane in the early going delivered them 
a big win on home ice after a tough loss to the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

This has been a common theme for the Hurricanes, though. 
It’s not always the same two or three guys playing the role of 
hero. It’s truly been a team effort for this group to reach 11-2-
0. 

There’s a whole lot of buy-in into Rod Brind’Amour’s system, 
as there’s been in every year of his tenure, but unlike every 
other year, Brind’Amour’s team is off to an 11-for-13 start to 
the season. 

“We’ve talked about this,” said Brind’Amour after the game. 
“You guys have asked me at length over the course of the 
season about depth. This is exactly to your point. We’re 
missing three big, big players out of our group. If you count 
[Frederik Andersen] not playing tonight, that’s another one. 
We need guys to step in and make an impact, not just take 
up space. They’ve got to make an impact, and they did.” 

In the Jungle, the Mighty Jungle 

Alex Lyon slept pretty well last night. 
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In place of Antti Raanta, the 28-year-old journeyman goalie 
made his Hurricanes debut, and he was rock solid. 

Lyon allowed just two goals on 29 shots and earned the win. 

“He was huge,” Brind’Amour said. “He made a lot of big 
saves, especially on the kill there. There were a couple of 
opportunities they had. It was just big, especially for him. 
We’re not sure what we’re getting. He hasn’t played yet for 
us. It’s a lot going on for him, so it was great to see him 
perform like that.” 

It was a very impressive outing for Lyon, who had to face 23 
shots in the final two periods of play after only seeing six 
shots in the first period. 

Surprisingly enough, Lyon isn’t short on connections with the 
Hurricanes. His third NHL win came against the Hurricanes 
all the way back on March 17, 2018, wherein he also allowed 

just two goals in PNC Arena. The only source of Carolina 
offense in that game came from the Sebastian Aho-Jordan 
Staal-Teuvo Teravainen line. 

Slightly more recently, in May of 2018, the Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms beat the Charlotte Checkers by a final score of 2-1 
in the AHL playoffs, behind a 94-save outing from Lyon. The 
quintuple overtime game was the longest in AHL history. 

Three and a half years later, Lyon made up for his game-
robbing effort in the AHL from years past. 

While his team did play in and win the longest game in AHL 
history, his 94 saves weren’t enough for a league record of 
his own. No, that record still belongs to Michael Leighton and 
his 98-save outing with the Albany River Rats about ten 
years early. And, of course, the River Rats were then the 
AHL affiliate of the Hurricanes.

 
 

 

 

Wolves battle deep into overtime 

Letunov scores and Makiniemi makes several sparkling 
saves  

Rookie center Semyon Der-Arguchintsev scored with 1.3 
seconds remaining in overtime to give the Toronto Marlies a 
2-1 victory Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Forward Maxim Letunov scored for the Wolves (7-3-1-0) 
while goaltender Eeti Makiniemi posted 25 saves, which 
included multiple spectacular stops on breakaways. 

“I thought we worked harder,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “Some things we need to clean up. (Toronto) is a 
good team. They have a lot of skill. They can skate. But I 
thought our response was good, even though we didn’t get 
the two points. 

The Wolves took the lead at 17:05 of the first on Letunov’s 
third goal of the season. Moments after Makiniemi rejected a 
Toronto breakaway, Jamieson Rees collected the puck in the 
neutral zone, slalomed between defenders and fired on 
goaltender Michael Hutchinson. Letunov collected the 
rebound just below the goal line and banked it off 
Hutchinson’s skate into the net for the power-play goal. 

A Toronto skate figured prominently in the Marlies’ equalizer 
at 4:25 of the second. Bobby McMann carried the puck 
behind the Wolves zone and spied 6-foot-8 center Curtis 
Douglas planted in the crease. McMann fired a pass that 
banked off Douglas’ right skate into the net to make it 1-1. 

The Wolves dominated puck possession during their first 
overtime of the season, but the Marlies (7-4-0-0) gained 
steam in the last minute. Makiniemi stopped a breakaway, 
but Der-Arguchintsev eventually claimed a pass in the 
neutral zone. He swooped into the high slot between two 
defenders and wristed it home for the winner. 

Makiniemi’s record moved to 5-1-1 while Hutchinson (1-1-0) 
stopped 37 shots for the win. 

The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids on Wednesday and 
Rockford on Friday before hosting the IceHogs at 7 p.m. 
Saturday. For the best seats to the Red Kettle Game 
presented by the Salvation Army, contact a Wolves ticket 
representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255811271.html 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/32631339/nhl-first-month-awards-best-worst-starts-biggest-surprises-begin-2021-22-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/14/22780530/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-unlikely-heroes-brendan-smith-alex-lyon-seth-jarvis-aho-

nhl 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/14/wolves-battle-deep-into-overtime/ 
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Who is goalie Alex Lyon? The Hurricanes keeper beat the Blues in 
Raleigh on Saturday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 NOVEMBER 14, 2021 2:11 PM 

 

There are a few things to know about goalie Alex Lyon, who made his 
first start for the Carolina Hurricanes a winning one Saturday in a 3-2 
victory over the St. Louis Blues. 

Among them: 

▪ He played college hockey at Yale, where he was an All-American and a 
top-10 finalist for the 2016 Hobey Baker Award. 

▪ He once had 94 saves in a Calder Cup playoff game against the 
Charlotte Checkers, which wasn’t an American Hockey League record. 

▪ He had won before at PNC Arena, beating the Canes for the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

It’s interesting that Canes center Sebastian Aho, who had a goal and 
assist Saturday, described Lyon as a positive guy who is “always in a 
good mood.” Moments later, Lyon told the media he can be “fickle” and 
someone “as moody as they come.” 

But he’s a goalie, yes? Sometimes, it can be complicated. And especially 
for a goalie trying to work his way into the NHL and stick with a team. 

The Philadelphia Flyers gave him a chance out of Yale, signing him in 
2016. Lyon played 22 games in four seasons for the Flyers, beating the 
Canes on March 17, 2018. Two months later, he was in net for the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms, the Flyers’ AHL team, topping the Checkers 2-1 
in a playoff game in Charlotte that went five grueling overtimes. 

Michael Leighton, a former Canes goalie, set the AHL record with 98 
saves in a 2008 game with the Albany River Rats. Lyon stopped the last 
79 shots in his win as he bested Checkers goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

ALEX LYON ONE-AND-DONE? 

Lyon’s appearance Saturday for the Canes (11-2-0) was, at least for 
now, a one-and-done. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour wanted to give 
goalie Frederik Andersen a break. Antti Raanta continued to recover from 
a concussion that resulted in the Canes recalling Lyon from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL. 

He was sent back to Chicago on Sunday afternoon, but Saturday, it was 
Lyon’s time, and the Minnesota native made the most of it. 

He scrambled in the crease at times, but also was calm and sharp at 
times, making some of his best saves when the Canes were 
shorthanded. He allowed a power-play goal to Pavel Buchnevich, but 
stopped eight power-play shots by the Blues, an attacking team that 
outshot the Canes 29-24. 

Defenseman Brendan Smith’s goal with 2:57 left in regulation pushed the 
Canes ahead 3-2, but the Blues then pulled rookie goalie Joel Hofer for a 
sixth attacker. The Canes held strong in the defensive zone, clearing the 
puck, and soon were lining up to congratulate Lyon on his seventh career 
NHL victory. 

“Coming up to the NHL is something I’ve battled for a long time, just 
trying to find my way,” Lyon said. “I think I’m good enough to play up 
here.” 

At the same time, Lyon, 28, said that each game he does play in the 
NHL, “It gets a little easier.” He likes playing for Brind’Amour, saying, 
“I’ve been around some very good coaching staffs but I would say Rod is 
probably as good as it gets.” 

Lyon said he also has enjoyed his time working with Canes goalie coach 
Paul Schonfelder and the conversations they have had. 

“Paul and I speak the same language,” Lyon said. “He’s a really intuitive, 
intelligent human and I find myself gravitating towards him. As a goalie 
and a goalie coach, that relationship can be either nonexistent or it can 
be super strong. As of today, I like him, but who knows if I have a bad 
practice or something.” 

Who knows what the future holds? Lyon could rejoin the Canes on their 
upcoming six-game road trip, or stay in Chicago and go back to work with 
the Wolves. 

For players like Lyon, it remains a battle as they try to find their way. 

This story was originally published November 14, 2021 1:16 PM. 
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1226330 Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Mark Stone: ‘Fooled myself into thinking I felt great’ 

 

By David Schoen / Las Vegas Review-Journal4-4 minutes 11/14/2021 

 

In hindsight, Mark Stone probably should have listened to his body at the 
end of training camp and made sure he was healthy before beginning the 
rigors of the regular season. 

“I just kind of fooled myself into thinking I felt great,” the Golden Knights 
captain said. 

Stone tried to work through whatever lower-body ailment bothered him 
during the preseason until he sustained a noncontact injury in the second 
period of the Knights loss at Los Angeles on Oct. 14 and went on injured 
reserve. 

His return Saturday provided a well-timed lift for the Knights ahead of 
their see-saw 7-4 victory over Vancouver. 

“The medical staff, myself, the physical training staff have done a great 
job getting it solved, putting myself and my body into a position to feel 
comfortable on the ice, which I hadn’t felt for maybe a while,” Stone said 
following the game. “I’m happy now that I was able to take that time. The 
team played well when I was out. It’s a lot easier sitting out when the 
team’s winning. It’s never easy sitting out obviously, but you can be a 
little bit more patient when the team’s winning.” 

Stone had to be helped to the locker room after he was hurt in the 
second game of the season, and coach Pete DeBoer offered a vague “in 
between day to day and week to week” as his prognosis. 

His absence was compounded by the loss of linemate Max Pacioretty in 
that same game and a handful of other teammates in the days and 
weeks that followed. 

While it was determined a few days later that Stone did not need surgery, 
none of the doctors he saw could offer a clear target date for his return. 

“I think the frustrating thing for me was I couldn’t really put a timeline on 
it,” Stone said. “I saw a bunch of different specialists to kind of put a 
timeline on it and no one could really give me one. So it was kind of 
frustrating that way.” 

Stone participated in morning skate Tuesday but didn’t take line rushes, 
and the pattern repeated itself before Thursday’s game. Friday’s practice 
was optional, meaning he hasn’t had a full practice since being activated. 

After losing three straight following Stone’s injury, the Knights (9-6, 18 
points) have won eight of their past 10 to climb into a tie with Calgary for 
third place in the Pacific Division by points. 

“Having (Stone) back, having the leader he is, it gives us huge 
momentum,” defenseman Brayden McNabb said. “He’s our emotional 
leader, a lot of energy, so it’s good to have him back.” 

Stone started slowly against the Canucks, as his offensive-zone turnover 
on his second shift led to J.T. Miller’s transition goal. He stayed on the 
ice and took a high-sticking penalty that Tanner Pearson cashed in with a 
power-play goal 5:56 into the first period. 

But Stone settled in and assisted on Evgenii Dadonov’s insurance goal in 
the third period that put the Knights ahead 6-4. Stone didn’t have a shot 

on goal but finished with 18:55 of ice time and boosted both special 
teams. 

“I feel good going forward that I’m going to get through the season and 
feel stronger than ever,” Stone said. “It’s been a long month for me. Just 
excited to get back with the guys, especially when we’re winning games. 
It feels good to be out there.” 
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'It’s like a video game': Golden Knights' Brayden McNabb and the art of 
the perfect hip check 

 

Jesse Granger8-10 minutes 11/14/2021 

 

Golden Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb patrols his defensive blue 
line with aggression, violence and a picture-perfect hip check. 

His combination of positioning, timing and pure brute strength separates 
opposing players from the puck, and often their stick, helmet and any 
other piece of equipment that isn’t secured tightly when they skate into 
one of McNabb’s fierce hip checks. 

“I don’t know how he does it,” teammate Alex Pietrangelo said. “It’s like a 
video game. You know, you press the button and just line the guy up. 
You don’t see that (move) a whole lot anymore, but it’s an art.” 

McNabb does have a team-high 88 body-check rating on EA Sports’ 
“NHL 22,” so Pietrangelo’s video game metaphor checks out. But 
McNabb does a lot more than flick a PlayStation joystick to deliver these 
game-changing collisions. He says more than anything else, it comes 
down to timing his route to close in on the puck carrier at precisely the 
right moment. 

“A lot of it is timing,” he said. “I’ve been doing it for a while now, so there 
are situations where you know you have the green light to do it, and 
times where you shouldn’t. Experience with it, and timing is the biggest 
part.” 

McNabb has had plenty of practice. He’s delivered 754 hits over his four-
plus seasons with the Golden Knights, which is the seventh-most by any 
NHL defenseman over that span. 

Midway through the first period of Tuesday night’s win over Seattle, with 
the Golden Knights trailing 1-0, McNabb retreated into his own zone to 
defend a rush by the Kraken. He quickly noticed the puck carrier, Yanni 
Gourde, was being picked up by a backchecking Jonathan Marchessault 
and his defensive partner, Dylan Coghlan. 

Along with that read, McNabb also saw Seattle winger Branden Tanev 
curling to the right boards, presenting himself for an entry pass. The 
moment Gourde sends the pass McNabb stops retreating and curls 
straight into Tanev, delivering a crushing check. 

It sent fans at T-Mobile Arena to their feet, along with all his teammates 
on the bench. Not only did it prevent a rush chance for the Kraken, it 
flipped the game’s momentum on its head. 

“I think that was a huge moment for us,” coach Pete DeBoer said. 
“Nabber has that ability to kind of drag us into the fight with those types 
of plays. He’s done that continuously here. I thought Nabber kind of got 
the whole group’s attention. He wasn’t going to just quietly watch this 
game go by. He was going to get us involved and he did that.” 

McNabb says the jolt of adrenaline he gets from a hit like that is 
comparable to scoring a goal. 
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“A big hit is like a goal for me,” he said with a smile. “Anything to help the 
team get the momentum or energy. It’s a fun part for me, and I think it 
gets momentum for the team. Any time I can make a big hit to help the 
team.” 

McNabb stands at a hulking 6-foot-4, 215 pounds. He has towered over 
most of his peers since he was a teenager. But he says he didn’t 
implement the hip check technique until he was in the NHL. 

“In junior, I always had big hits, but it was more open ice, not really 
against the walls,” he said. “It just kind of started when I got into the NHL. 
I knew I had to do something to stay, and being physical was part of it.” 

McNabb even remembers the first hip check he ever threw. It came on 
Nov. 26, 2011, in his NHL debut for the Buffalo Sabres. The Sabres were 
hosting Washington, and McNabb teed up Capitals veteran forward 
Jason Chimera in transition. 

“It just happened,” McNabb recalled, “and I was like, ‘Holy smokes!’” 

McNabb knew that because of his offensive limitations, he needed to do 
something to set him apart and stick in the NHL. Bone-crunching hip 
checks at the blue line will certainly do that, and he started unloading on 
unsuspecting wingers with regularity with the Los Angeles Kings. 

As Pietrangelo said, it’s not a play you see often. So why don’t more 
players use the technique? Mostly because of the risk that comes with it. 

“It’s an all-in play, so you have to be good at it, and you have to time it 
well,” McNabb said. “If you miss, you know you’re going to look pretty 
dumb doing it. I think I’ve gotten better with it just because I’m not trying 
to do it so much, and taking myself out of the play.” 

A missed hip check almost always leads to an odd-man rush the other 
way, and that’s something McNabb is well aware of. 

“I’ve been burned plenty of times,” he said. “I think when I was in L.A., I 
was doing it a lot. I did get a lot of big hits, but I also got burned a few 
times. It just takes some growing up, and some experience to hone in 
when and when not to try it.” 

In Vegas, McNabb’s hip checks happen less often, but when he lands 
one it’s devastating. 

McNabb’s hits linger in the mind of the opposition, forcing forwards to 
think twice before entering the zone between McNabb and the boards. 

“If I was playing against him, I would always have to have my head up,” 
teammate Reilly Smith said. “He steps out at a spot where a lot of 
wingers like to cut in and create space for themselves, so it’s dangerous.” 

McNabb has noticed wingers opting to take different routes into the zone 
as his hits have piled up over the seasons. 

“Yeah, as the years have gone on you notice it for sure,” he said. “Most 
skilled guys are smart guys, and they know. But you play against teams 
that you don’t play against very often, and can capitalize sometimes.” 

After a rough start to Saturday night’s game against Vancouver, the 
Golden Knights found themselves trailing 2-0 in the first period. McNabb 
once again flipped momentum when he crushed Vasily Podkolzin at the 
blue line in transition. 

The hit sent Podkolzin flipping into the air, and by the time he crashed 
onto the ice surface, his teammate Oliver Ekman-Larsson was already 
charging toward McNabb for retribution. 

But McNabb’s hit on Podkolzin was clearly a legal, shoulder-to-shoulder 
check. Because of that, Ekman-Larsson was hit with an additional two-
minute penalty for initiating the fight, and Vegas went on to score on the 
ensuing power play. Not only did McNabb make the hit to flip the game – 
for a second-straight contest – he scored a beautiful goal in the second 
period to put Vegas on top 3-2, and the Golden Knights went on to win 7-
4. 

Perhaps the most impressive part of McNabb’s hitting is how clean it is. 
Despite landing 1,319 hits over his 10-year NHL career, he’s yet to be 
suspended or fined a single time. 

“He’s a clean, physical player,” DeBoer said. “They play physical without 
taking penalties, which is critical.” 

But no matter how clean McNabb’s hits may be, they still draw the ire of 
opposing players. 

“It definitely gets me going because I’m usually out there on the ice with 
him,” said McNabb’s defensive partner, Dylan Coghlan. “I don’t know if 
nothing is going to happen, or if a fight is going to break out, or what. So 
I’m kind of just ready for whatever.” 

McNabb’s teammates have admitted his recent stretch of hip checks 
have made them want to add the weapon to their own game, but it’s 
easier said than done. 

“He has hit some guys pretty hard the last couple games,” Coghlan said. 
“Honestly, it kind of makes me want to do it. I tried one on my first shift, 
and it wasn’t as big.” 

More than anything, his teammates are happy he’s on their side. 

“Honestly it’s a tough hit to do, it’s a really tough hit to master, and he 
does it as well as anyone else in the league,” Smith said. “So we’re 
fortunate to have him because he slows down a lot of rushes just 
because they kind of have to keep their head up and make sure they 
know what’s coming the opposite way.” 
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Las Vegas Strip Rumored to Host 2022 NHL All-Star Skills Competition 

 

Published 13 hours ago on November 14, 2021By Owen Krepps 

 

The annual NHL All-Star Game will come to Las Vegas on February 4th 
and 5th as the Vegas Golden Knights will host their first-ever All-Star 
Game. But the event could find itself not just inside of T-Mobile Arena, 
but out on the Las Vegas Strip as well.  

On Thursday ESPN’s Greg Wyshysnki reported that the NHL talks with 
officials of the city of Las Vegas on potentially holding outdoor skills 
competitions for the 2022 NHL All-Star Weekend on the Las Vegas strip. 

Wyshynski reports that there are currently league officials visiting Las 
Vegas to propose the plan to the city of Las Vegas. This would shut 
down Las Vegas Boulevard for the weekend and this proposal has not 
been confirmed by either the NHL or the city of Las Vegas yet. 

The rumored plan is to have new “Vegas-themed” skill competitions 
outside on the Las Vegas strip. The traditional skill events such as 
hardest shot and fastest skater will still take place inside T-Mobile Arena. 
Are we about to see Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin play blackjack? 

There are a lot of things still to be worked out with this potential change 
to the NHL All-Star Skills Competition including the ever-changing 
COVID-19. But if we get to see Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel gamble 
together I think it will be all worth it. More to come. 
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NHL: Ducks defeat Canucks for their seventh consecutive win - Los 
Angeles Times 
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Associated Press 
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Trevor Zegras had two goals and an assist, Troy Terry extended his 
scoring streak to 14 games and the Ducks rolled to their seventh 
consecutive victory, 5-1 over the Vancouver Canucks on Sunday night. 

Sonny Milano also scored and John Gibson made 26 saves for the 
Ducks, who remained in second place in the Pacific Division while 
staying perfect since Oct. 29. 

Adam Henrique and Sam Steel added goals in the final minute for 
Anaheim, which has earned a point in nine straight games and scored at 
least three goals in a franchise-record 11 consecutive games. 

“It’s nice to string some games along,” Zegras said. “We’ve got a lot of 
guys playing with a lot of confidence. We’ve got (Terry) on a 14-game 
point streak. Obviously we’ve got (Gibson) in net making big saves at the 
right time. Definitely helps. It’s fun to play right now.” 

Nils Hoglander scored and Jaroslav Halak stopped 33 shots for the 
Canucks, who have lost four straight and eight of 10. 

“Not the team’s best game,” Vancouver defenseman Tyler Myers said. “It 
looked like we were a step behind tonight. We have to realize what kind 
of game we have to play coming into tonight. It has to be simple. It has to 
be quick, making the first play. It seemed like they were a step ahead of 
us tonight.” 

Zegras, the Ducks’ promising 20-year-old center, produced the first 
multigoal game of his NHL career while scoring a career-best three 
points. Zegras got both of his goals on the power play before setting up 
Milano’s goal with a spectacular spin-o-rama pass midway through the 
second period. 

Zegras had gone scoreless in his previous four games before breaking 
out against Vancouver. 

Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins said Zegras is “a wonderful thing to have 
in your back pocket. Even when the guy maybe hasn’t been producing as 
much as he would like, Z thinks — and this is what I love about the kid — 
Z expects that three points every night. That’s a hard thing to do in this 
league.” 

Terry got a secondary assist on Zegras’ second goal to extend his streak 
while keeping pace with Edmonton’s Connor McDavid, who scored two 
points against St. Louis, for the longest points streak in the NHL this 
season. 

Captain Ryan Getzlaf also had two assists for the Ducks, giving him 999 
career points and putting him on the brink of becoming the 92nd member 
of the NHL’s 1,000-point club. The Ducks’ 36-year-old franchise scoring 
leader is revitalized this season with 17 points in 16 games — matching 
his total scoring output last season over 48 games. 

Anaheim beat Vancouver for the second time in six days while extending 
an overall winning streak that started before general manager Bob 
Murray resigned and announced his intention to enter alcohol abuse 
treatment earlier this week. The Ducks also improved to 6-2-1 at Honda 
Center. 

A few minutes after Hoglander opened the scoring with his fifth goal of 
the season from the slot, Zegras got his first goal with a blistering one-
timer off a pass from Hampus Lindholm in the first period. 

Early in the second, Zegras collected a loose puck and flipped it into the 
top corner of Vancouver’s net through a scrum in the slot. 

“Obviously, the (penalty) kill let us down again tonight,” Vancouver coach 
Travis Green said. “When you’re playing a game like this with four games 

in six nights, your special teams are probably going to play a part of it. It 
was a big part of the game.” 

Henrique put his sixth goal of his resurgent season into an empty net. 
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Ducks defeat Canucks, extend winning streak to 7 in a row 

 

Elliott Teaford 

11/14/2021 

 

ANAHEIM — Trevor Zegras scored twice on the power play and set up 
Sonny Milano’s even-strength goal with a spectacular spin-a-rama move. 
Ryan Getzlaf had two assists to move within one point of 1,000 for his 
Hall of Fame-worthy career. Troy Terry had an assist to extend his 
scoring streak to 14 games. 

The Ducks rolled all of that, and a good deal more, into another winning 
bundle, taking a 5-1 victory Sunday from the Vancouver Canucks at 
Honda Center for their seventh consecutive victory. It’s their longest 
winning streak since they won 11 in a row from Feb. 13 to March 4, 2016. 

What’s more, the Ducks have recorded at least one point in the standings 
in nine straight games. They haven’t lost in regulation time since a 4-3 
defeat Oct. 26 to the Winnipeg Jets at Honda Center. 

“We went into the season with expectations of being a team that 
competes for a playoff spot,” Ducks defenseman Cam Fowler said. “It’s 
nice to see some of that hard work pay off. There’s a lot of season left, 
but the product we’re putting out there is something we should be excited 
about. We’ve found different ways to win games, which is the most 
encouraging part for us.” 

After conceding an early goal to Vancouver’s Nils Hoglander, the Ducks 
assumed control of the game and built what proved to be a commanding 
3-1 lead entering the third period. Then they shifted into lockdown mode 
over the final 20 minutes. 

Later, after they had improved their record to 9-4-3 and remained one 
point behind the Pacific Division-leading Edmonton Oilers, Ducks coach 
Dallas Eakins credited Getzlaf with sparking an unlikely start to the 
season. 

“I just think a lot of what has gone really well this season, if I could 
pinpoint one thing, I’d point to our captain,” Eakins said of the 36-year-old 
Getzlaf, who matched his 2020-21 season total of 17 points in 32 fewer 
games to start 2021-22. 

Nothing went to plan during the pandemic-altered season, and the Ducks 
sank to second-to-last in the NHL’s overall standings. They’ll wake up 
Monday to find themselves seventh overall, two points behind the 
league-leading Florida Panthers, a position no one could have predicted. 

Zegras has shown flashes of brilliance at times this season, with his 
wizardry with the puck on his stick evident. But he went into Sunday’s 
game without a goal or an assist in four consecutive games. That the 
Ducks won each of those four without his production is a sign of their 
scoring depth this season. 

“We’ve been able to get offense without ‘Z’ participating a lot, and I think 
that’s a wonderful thing to have in your back pocket when a guy maybe 
hasn’t been producing as much as he would like,” Eakins said. “He 
expects to have three points every night, and that’s a hard thing to do.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 15, 2021 

 

In fact, Zegras is only the Ducks’ eighth-leading scorer with eight points, 
including four goals. Terry has a team-leading 20 points in 15 games, 
matching the career high he set last season in 48 games. Terry’s assist 
helped to set up the second of Zegras’ two power-play goals. 

The Ducks never seemed to be in jeopardy after Zegras set up Milano 
with a no-look pass for Milano’s third goal of the season, which gave the 
Ducks a 3-1 lead at 8:55 of the second period. Adam Henrique (empty 
net) and Sam Steel scored in the game’s final minute to account for the 
final score. 

“I saw him before I got the puck at the blue line, so I knew he was in that 
area,” Zegras said when asked about assisting on Milano’s goal. “I just 
kind of took a guess.” 

Like almost everything else Sunday, it worked out just fine. 

 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.15.2021 

1226240 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Ducks right wing Jakob Silfverberg returns to lineup vs. Canucks 

 

Elliott Teaford 

11/14/2021 

 

ANAHEIM — Jakob Silfverberg returned to the Ducks’ lineup Sunday 
after sitting out for 10 days while in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, a stay-
at-home order that became a stay-at-home ordeal when a nasty case of 
the stomach flu ran through his household while he was quarantined in a 
guest bedroom. 

Silfverberg was sidelined for six games after testing positive after feeling 
a little under the weather with a stuffy nose and a mild dry cough. He said 
he knew something was wrong when he lost his sense of smell. He 
managed to avoid the stomach flu that sickened his wife and two young 
children. 

But he did leave the guest bedroom to assist his wife and children while 
they were ill. 

“My wife was wiped out for two days and my kids, too,” he said. “I had to 
come out and I was wearing a mask and gloves and everything. My wife, 
she couldn’t do it. So we all did it all in two weeks and, hopefully, we’re 
good for a while now. Bad timing. At least I stayed away from that 
(stomach flu).” 

Silfverberg did what he could to stay fit during his quarantine and then 
skated with Larry Barron, the Ducks’ skills and development coach, while 
his teammates traveled to Vancouver to face the Canucks. He joined 
them Thursday for their morning skate in Seattle but didn’t play. 

“Everyday is getting better and better,” Silfverberg said. “I still have kind 
of a stuffy nose. I had the tiniest little bit of a dry cough. It wasn’t every 
day. It was just annoying. Like, the first two days I felt like I was tired. No 
body aches. No fever or anything like that. It wasn’t bad at all.” 

PLUSES AND MINUSES 

As it turned out, Ducks coach Dallas Eakins wasn’t nearly as concerned 
about rookie defenseman Jamie Drysdale’s bloated defensive rating as 
Drysdale was. Drysdale’s rating, once as high as minus-12, was minus-6 
going into Sunday’s game against Vancouver. 

“I knew that was weighing heavy on the kid,” Eakins said. “You’ve heard 
me say it 50 times, what are you going to do about it now? OK, it’s 
minus-12. What are you going to do? You go out the next game and try 

to get on the other side of it. You can’t get rid of it. So, we’re trying to 
pound that home. 

“That kid has such high standards and he holds himself accountable. I 
love it. It’s great. I just wish he would leave whatever has happened in 
the past. Just leave it alone. Have at it today. It’s as simple as that. He is 
getting it.” 
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The Kings' improved defense, bottom-six contributions and other early 
season trends 

 

Lisa Dillman 

6-8 minutes 11/14/2021 

 

First impressions can be misleading, but there’s danger in reading too 
much into “most-recent” impressions, too. 

If you examined the final seven minutes of the Kings’ four-game road trip 
on Saturday, you would’ve seen some negatives. Firstly, there was the 
shorthanded goal late in the third period from Jets defenseman Dylan 
DeMelo, who hadn’t scored in more than two and a half years. Then, 32 
seconds into overtime, there was danger unfolding again — the Kings 
backed off on Nik Ehlers, who then set up Mark Scheifele’s blast into the 
top corner past goaltender Cal Petersen, ending the Kings’ seven-game 
winning streak. 

Kings coach Todd McLellan put it all in perspective during his postgame 
media session in Winnipeg. He referred to the big picture (3-0-1 trip) and 
small picture (overtime loss), saying they’d be a “little frustrated” for 
about the next 25 to 30 minutes. Then they would “move on.” 

The ability to secure points in their last eight games has put the Kings (8-
5-2) two points out of first place in the Pacific Division. Edmonton is 
leading with 20 points, ahead of a log-jam with one team (Anaheim) at 19 
points and three more (Calgary, Vegas and L.A.) at 18 points. 

Let’s examine a few early season trends and look ahead. 

1. Improved overall team defense 

The most remarkable change from last season to this season is how 
much the team’s overall defense has improved. Last season, the Kings 
finished 21st of 31 teams and gave up 3.02 goals per game. This 
season, they are third (2.47), trailing only Carolina (1.92) and Calgary 
(2.47). 

Trimming more than half a goal a game is a significant improvement. If 
they can sustain that, especially in the absence of defenseman Drew 
Doughty, it’s one factor that could keep them in the playoff race. 

2. Improved offense from the bottom six 

Last season, the Kings played their best hockey over the first 20 games, 
which included a six-game win streak. But they were relying heavily on 
their marquee players; especially Dustin Brown, who managed an 
impressive 11 goals in the first 18 games. 

In contrast, the Kings weren’t nearly as reliant on either Brown or Anze 
Kopitar on this trip. Kopitar had two points in the four-game road trip (one 
goal, one assist), while Brown contributed a single assist. 

The bottom six picked it up, with contributions from Brendan Lemieux 
(two goals), Carl Grundstrom (a goal and an assist), Trevor Moore (a 
goal and an assist) and Blake Lizotte (two assists). 
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In fact, here is a Lizotte (assist) appreciation tweet: 

3. The rise of Lemieux and Grundstrom 

To be honest, I wouldn’t have offered a positive grade on the Lemieux 
trade based on what I saw from him in his 18 games with the Kings last 
season. The negative grade, however, would have been mitigated by the 
fact the Kings only gave up a fourth-round draft pick in 2021 to get him 
from the New York Rangers. 

But that’s the danger of those first and second impressions we discussed 
earlier — Lemieux didn’t have the benefit of a full training camp and was 
trying to assimilate during a season that has been heavily impacted by 
the pandemic. That being said, he provided scoring on their recent trip, 
has brought an element of grit to the team (a missing ingredient), and his 
return from COVID-19 protocol coincided with the start of the Kings’ 
winning streak. 

Grundstrom seemed like he was at a career crossroads near the end of 
training camp and the clock was ticking. He didn’t have an impressive 
preseason showing and it felt almost inevitable he was bound for waivers 
when they had to pare down the numbers. Instead, the Kings put speedy 
forward Austin Wagner on waivers, and he cleared. Grundstrom was a 
healthy scratch against Montreal on Oct. 30, but he’s been in the lineup 
since and seems to have developed decent chemistry with linemates 
Rasmus Kupari and Moore. 

4. Three dates to circle on the calendar 

Nov. 17: It will be the first time Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals will have 
played at Staples Center since Feb. 4, 2020. Ovechkin had a hat trick in 
Washington’s 4-2 win that night. If you haven’t seen him play in person, 
it’s a good chance to catch the man who just moved into fourth place on 
the NHL’s all-time goals list. 

Nov. 30: Kings vs. Ducks in L.A. The clash of the expedited rebuilds. 

Dec. 2: Kings vs. Calgary Flames in L.A. — much more than your 
ordinary Pacific Division contest. It will be the first time former Kings 
coach Darryl Sutter returns to Staples Center behind the bench since he 
took over coaching the Flames last season. Looking forward to the tribute 
video and hoping for a reappearance of Chris Sutter on the Dance Cam. 

5. Fitting together the roster puzzle 

Questions abound for McLellan and his staff now that the Kings have 
returned home. 

Viktor Arvidsson and Gabriel Vilardi have both been in COVID-19 
protocol, but where and how should they fit in as they get closer to 
becoming game ready? (Second line forward Andreas Athanasiou, who 
had been out since training camp because of an undisclosed injury, had 
no problem fitting right back into the lineup, starting on Nov. 5 with five 
points — two goals, three assists — in five games.) 

Vilardi was a healthy scratch against Montreal and would have been out 
of the lineup the next day against Buffalo had he not entered protocol. It 
makes sense to send Vilardi to the AHL’s Ontario Reign to help him 
regain his confidence, allow him to play big five-on-five minutes and play 
a meaningful role on the power play. 

It’s simpler with Arvidsson. Even though it’s dangerous to tinker with a 
lineup that is having success, he was brought in for a reason — to play 
alongside Kopitar and to provide experienced top-six minutes. That 
doesn’t change. There is still a long way to go in the season. 
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Angeles Analysis - Seventh Heaven, but no Great Eight - LA Kings 
Insider 

 

By Zach Dooley 

5-7 minutes 11/14/2021 

 

Well Insiders, all great things have to come to an end. 

The LA Kings finally saw their extended winning streak snapped, a run 
that had them within two games of a franchise record, following a 3-2 
loss in Winnipeg. It didn’t end with a car slamming into a wall, however, 
but rather a slow, glided stop. The Kings picked up a point by reaching 
overtime against the Jets, finishing their four-game trip at 3-0-1, as they 
extended the lesser-decorated points streak to eight games. 

If you said, as we boarded the plane from sunny Southern California to 
the Great White North, that the Kings would pick up 7 of 8 points on the 
trip, I think we’d all have taken that. As we now return to sunny, Southern 
California, from the Great White North, we certainly will take it, even if it 
means seeing the winning streak halted in the process. Have I mentioned 
that it’s sunny here in California, and it was not sunny in Winnipeg? Okay 
then. 

What’s interesting enough about last night’s game is that the Kings 
played as well against the Jets as they did in any other stop on the road 
trip. They checked well, they created turnovers and had offensive 
opportunities, generated by skating, passing and teamwork. Their goals 
both came in transition, with Carl Grundstrom’s effort a superb shot and 
Brendan Lemieux’s goal an example of keeping things simple and doing 
so effectively. 

That’s the quirky thing about hockey. You can play a disjointed game and 
win, you can play a pretty darn good game and lose. What’s important 
right now for the Kings, however, is that they’re starting to develop an 
identity – and play to it – and that’s a really good thing. 

Blake Lizotte said the other day that the mantra in the room right now is 
that good teams find a way to win games, and that’s what the Kings did 
here on their trip to Canada. The fact that the game in Winnipeg could 
have been the best of the bunch only speaks to that. The game in Ottawa 
was far from pretty, but the Kings found a way to win. There were 
moments in Montreal that certainly could have seen a 3-2 victory become 
a 3-2 loss but again the Kings found a way to win. Good teams find ways 
to win hockey games and right now the Kings look the part of a good 
team. 

When I look at the Kings right now, I see a team that is committed to 
playing a brand of hockey that is resulting in victories. I think that during 
training camp and early in the regular season, the preaching of an 
“aggressive” style of play was received as a notion that meant offensive 
play, and maybe I thought that too. When the Kings were 1-5-1, the 
aggressive term was mocked. Same old Kings right? Can’t score enough 
to win. 

I think now we’re seeing what Todd McLellan and his team have been 
talking about. Yes, the Kings are playing 3-2 hockey games right now. 
They’re 7-1-0 this season when they score three or more goals and 1-3-2 
when they don’t. But this isn’t the same old style of play and I think that’s 
quite evident as you watch the games. The Kings are checking efficiently, 
they’re defending well and they’re getting good goaltending, but they’re 
also ramping up the intensity, forechecking more aggressively and 
efficiently and forcing turnovers at a higher rate than we saw last season. 

We’re clearly seeing the more aggressive mindset, and frequently it’s 
turning into goals. It hasn’t turned the Kings into the high-octane, 
offensive juggernaut that perhaps we thought might’ve been coming, but 

it’s turned into a winning hockey team. The Kings are committed right 
now to playing that brand of hockey, and they’re doing it well. 

As we now return home from the trip, change, in some form, is coming. 
McLellan indicated that forwards Viktor Arvidsson and Gabe Vilardi will 
re-join the team back in Los Angeles, returning two members of the 
opening night Top 9 to the fray. Lias Andersson is also close to a return, 
after he transitioned from a non-contact jersey to a regular one during 
Friday’s practice, a welcomed sight for the Kings. 

Even in good times, change can be good. Players like Arvidsson can 
help the Kings as they continue to grow and develop. There’s also the 
element to it, however, that the return of regulars means that others will 
transition out of the lineup, and that means players who have helped this 
team win games during their seven-game winning streak. That creates a 
tough decision and speaks to the depth that the Kings have built, and the 
success that the bottom six has had. 

Over the last couple of years, when a player stepped back into the 
lineup, there might have been a selection of guys who could come out. 
That doesn’t exist right now. You could make the case for each of the 12 
forwards to retain their spot in the lineup and that’s perhaps the biggest 
sign of organizational growth we’ve seen from the Kings. Individuals have 
stepped up and stepped into larger spots in the lineup, showing no 
intention of giving those spots up. The internal growth and competition 
we’re seeing is a terrific step forward here for the organiztaion. 

The team has a well-deserved off day today to recharge the batteries 
before a seven-game homestand kicks off on Wednesday. We’ll see 
more challenges to come on the homestand, including the first taste of 
divisional action since Opening Night against Vegas. We’re just getting 
started here, Insiders, and the next seven games will continue to help tell 
the story of just how far the Kings have come, and just how far they might 
have to go. 

Excited to be along for the process. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Fluke bounce symbolic of rough season for Petry, 
Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsNovember 14, 2021, 11:23 PM 

 

It’s a textbook play, the kind you teach young defencemen to lean on as 
a safety valve of sorts. 

With trouble stirring in front of your own net, get the puck and dump it into 
the corner. 

The idea is to alleviate the pressure, win a board battle and transition the 
other way. It usually works. 

But on this night, with his Montreal Canadiens tied 2-2 in the third period 
of their first game against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden in 21 months, 
Jeff Petry pounced on a rebound in front of his own net, raised the puck 
towards the corner of the rink and ended up striking Bruins forward 
Charlie Coyle right in the visor. 

It bounced off Canadiens goaltender Samuel Montembeault and went 
straight into Montreal’s net. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Puck takes weird bounce off Coyle's helmet and lands in net 
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It was such a fluke that NHL.com labelled it in its hyperlink as a go-ahead 
goal credited to Coyle instead of one he actually scored. 

Great bounce for the hometown kid. Awful one for Petry and the 
Canadiens. 

Symbolic, really. 

It seems as though since this season got underway, neither has been on 
the right side of any luck and both have struggled to a perplexing degree. 
Petry’s coming off the best season of his career, and the Canadiens are 
just months removed from their first appearance in the Stanley Cup Final 
since 1993, but all of that seems like such a distant memory right now. 

Petry couldn’t have been any further removed from his past successes 
after that puck hit Coyle in the face and created the lead the Bruins built 
on to win 5-2. Ditto for the Canadiens. 

This play wasn’t his fault, or theirs. 

But 1-0 Canadiens became 1-1 when, instead of sending an outlet pass 
to Joel Armia for a routine breakout, Petry reversed into his own zone 
and then misfired the puck through the neutral zone and down to the 
Bruins end for icing. 

Even if the Canadiens won the ensuing draw, they couldn’t get the puck 
deep into Boston’s end to get in a full line change and Charlie McAvoy 
scored his first of two goals in the game 20 seconds later from right in 
front of Petry. 

The Michigan native was in the penalty box after losing David Pastrnak 
and being forced into hauling him down in front of Montembeault when 
McAvoy responded to Michael Pezzetta’s first NHL goal by tying the 
game 2-2 in the third minute of the third period. 

And that extremely unfortunate play on the deciding goal at 5:58 of the 
final frame turned a snowball into an avalanche for the man who’s 
supposed to be Montreal’s top defenceman. Same goes for his team. 

Things started off on the wrong foot for the Canadiens, and for Petry in 
pre-season. It was just days after he signed a four-year, $25-million 
contract that just about any team in the league would’ve given him. 

Through the first few games of the season, appearing nothing like the 
player who scored 12 goals and topped 40 points (this time in just 55 
games) for a third consecutive year, Petry stumbled. And a couple of 
weeks in, he admitted he was putting too much pressure on himself. 

“There’s times where I just felt like I needed to step up to try to be 
something else,” the 33-year-old said when he was asked about trying to 
make up for Canadiens captain Shea Weber being too injured to 
continue his playing career. 

“For me, I think I don’t need to add any other pressure,” Petry added. “I 
need to play my game, the style that has worked for me in the past, and 
that’s skating and being assertive before everything else. Everything else 
comes with that. I have put extra pressure on myself and now it’s a 
matter of just focusing on my game and what I need to do to get back to 
the way I was playing last year and before that. I’m not the most vocal 
guy, so for me it’s more lead by example type. So, it’s hard when you’re 
expected to play a certain way and you’re not. I felt the pressure a little 
bit, and now it’s a matter of refocusing a little bit.” 

He hasn’t been able to do it with any type of consistency. 

Neither have the Canadiens, who fell to 4-11-2 with the loss in Boston. 

Confidence is low, and frustration is well past the boiling point for them, 
and certainly for Petry, who is still searching for his first goal and is stuck 
on only two assists this season. 

Before leaving for this road trip, which started in catastrophic fashion on 
a play he was involved in against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday, he 
said he just needed to simplify his game, focus on the defensive side of 
things and let the offence come naturally from that. 

Petry’s trying hard, but the results just aren’t falling in his favour. 

That’s exactly what’s happening with the Canadiens, too. They’ve put in 
a commendable effort in each of their last five games but have won only 
one of them. 

It’s gotten to a point where even when they make the right play, it 
somehow ends with them fishing the puck out of their own net. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks head home with major issues after disastrous 
road trip 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 15, 2021, 1:07 AM 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- With a more talented roster, a better schedule, a full 
training camp, almost full health and an emphatic desire by everyone 
involved to prove that last year’s disaster was a one-off, the Vancouver 
Canucks are back exactly where they were after the first 16 nights of 
chaos last season. 

Their 5-1 loss Sunday to the Anaheim Ducks capped the most 
disillusioning three-game road trip of the Jim Benning-Travis Green era 
and sunk the Canucks to 5-9-2 -- matching the 12 points Vancouver 
managed in their 6-10-0 false start to 2021’s pandemic season. 

They were outscored 19-6 over a span of four nights by Anaheim, the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Colorado Avalanche. Vancouver is already 
six points out of a playoff spot. 

The traction the Canucks had managed to gain over the preceding 
seven-game homestand, when they were generally defending well and 
outplaying teams at five-on-five but losing games due to awful special 
teams, was lost in the thin air of Denver on Thursday and the team has 
looked untethered since. 

Reporters aren’t allowed in National Hockey League dressing rooms 
these days, but you can still whiff the self doubt of Canuck players who 
on this road trip lost touch with most of the concepts required to be 
successful. 

The only thing they maintained from their homestand is the inexplicably 
bad special teams. Canuck penalty-killers yielded on Sunday two more 
power-play goals for the seventh time in eight games, which is 
unfathomable. 

Their league-worst 20 power-play goals against are at least double the 
figure surrendered by 22 teams, and Vancouver’s special-teams deficit is 
now 11 goals through 16 games. 

The only thing worse than that odour of self doubt is the sad stench of 
hopelessness. The Canucks could be there soon if they play the next 
three games at home as badly as the three they just played on the road. 

“We haven't given up, that's for sure,” Tyler Motte, whose belated return 
to the lineup Sunday after off-season spinal surgery did not help the 
penalty kill, told reporters after the game. “We believe in ourselves, we 
believe in this group. Again, get the first domino to fall and I think we're 
going to get some momentum from it. We just haven't been quite good 
enough to put one across the finish line.” 

The Canucks weren’t quite good enough at home. On the road, they 
weren’t close to good enough although they did battle admirably in Vegas 
and were tied in the third period there on Saturday before a bad penalty 
call was enough to collapse them and lead to a 7-4 loss. 
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Vancouver’s 7-1 loss Thursday to the Avalanche was one of its worst 
games in years. 

These Canucks are badly underperforming both their talent level and 
payroll and -- giving the team a mulligan for last season when there was 
a perfect storm of disadvantageous circumstances aligned against it -- 
this is the first time you can say that about Green’s group. 

“I feel confident our team will pull out of this,” the coach said Sunday. “I 
think our penalty kill is going to have to help get us going. I think it will 
come around. I know our power player will score. I know we have some 
players that will produce (because) they've produced before. I know 
getting some of our defencemen back will also help our game. 

“Things haven't gone the way we've wanted to, but I will say that I'm 
confident that our team will turn it around.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Green added that the team must play better, too, which means he buried 
his lead like reporters sometimes do. 

“They're not the efforts that we wanted,” veteran defenceman Tyler 
Myers said of the three dog nights. “I thought our effort in Vegas was 
good; it was a good hockey game right up until towards the end of the 
third. Other than that, we didn't play the way we need to to win. We have 
to find a way as a group to respond when things go badly within a game. 
If a game doesn't go our way, we have to respond coming into that next 
game, too. It's part of maturing as a group and working together to get 
out of it.” 

Vancouver’s three-game homestand opens Wednesday with a visit from 
the Avalanche, and then there’s another five-game odyssey that starts 
with three difficult opponents. 

These are critical days. The team is teetering. 

Top Canuck forward Elias Pettersson had two shots on Sunday, which 
doubled his volume from the first two games of his pointless road trip in 
which he was minus-four. Pettersson will make it to Game 17 without an 
even-strength goal this season. 

Captain Bo Horvat was also pointless on the trip and Conor Garland, so 
dynamic at home, vanished on the road, managing one assist and getting 
outscored by four goals at even strength. And goalie Thatcher Demko 
was blown up in Denver and Las Vegas -- and was still one of the least 
culpable Canucks. 

Other than Nils Hoglander, who scored Vancouver’s only goal and had 
six shots against the Ducks, J.T. Miller and Quinn Hughes, few Canucks 
distinguished themselves amid the adversity. 

“It can turn quick,” Myers insisted. “You know, a lot of things can change. 
We just have to make sure we keep pushing forward to get out of it. It's 
not something that we can just accept and hope it starts to turn our way. 
We've got to fight to get out of it.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.15.2021 

1226349 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Draisaitl, Oilers continue dominance in big win over Blues 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecNovember 15, 2021, 12:13 AM 

 

With great subtlety, Leon Draisaitl is ripping up the National Hockey 
League this season. 

“He’s an interesting player,” began Oilers head coach Dave Tippett, after 
yet another three-point night for Draisaitl. “When he plays centre, as a 
power forward he’s a strong defender and strong on the faceoffs. But 

then when him and Connor play together, he becomes more of a shooter. 
It’s amazing that he has all those abilities (and uses them) to play 
different roles in the game. 

“It makes a very versatile player, and a top, top player.” 

“A” top player? 

These days, Draisaitl is THE top player, leading the NHL with an 
obscene 31 points in 14 games, the latest a lovely set-up for Kailer 
Yamamoto, who blasted home the game-winner with 28 seconds 
remaining in a 5-4 Oilers win in St. Louis. 

How good has the big German been this seasons? Check out these 
stats: 

        On Sunday, Draisaitl had a power-play goal from his favorite spot to 
the goalie’s left and two primary assists, the eighth time in 14 games this 
season where he has notched three or more points. 

        He leads the league in points (31) and goals (15), is one back of the 
lead in assists with 16. He is tied for third in the NHL at plus-12, and sits 
15th in the league among regular faceoff men in faceoff percentage 
(55.1%). It takes four Arizona Coyotes to match his points and six ‘Yotes 
to get to 15 goals. 

        In his last seven games, Draisaitl has had three points in five games 
and two points in another, for 18 points. 

“He’s been on an absolute tear,” marvelled Connor McDavid, who had a 
measly two points to cling to second in the scoring race at 10-17-27, 
despite dropping a point behind his sometimes linemate. 

“If you find that soft ice, he’s going to find you. You always have to be 
ready,” said Yamamoto. “It’s unbelievable. His eyesight on the ice, and 
McDavid’s. ... They’re unbelievable, the way they make plays at critical 
times.” 

Edmonton won a thriller in St. Louis, coughing up a 4-2 second-
intermission lead before Draisaitl hooked up Yamamoto for the late 
winner. It was a win that had many contributors, and we’d observe that 
we’ve perhaps never seen a goalie play so well as Miko Koskinen did, 
and still allow four goals. 

Here are the highlights: 

Getting On The Board 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins wasn’t sure whether he was on a skein or on the 
schneid. There he was, leading the NHL with 17 assists, but with zero 
goals. 

On Sunday, he played like a man possessed, with a game-high eight 
shots on goal. He didn’t manage an assist, but did sift a one-timer past 
Jordan Binnington for his first goal of the year. 

Then, just eight seconds later in the second period, Ryan McLeod 
banged in his first ever NHL goal. It had the Oilers bench celebrating. 

Remaining Time -0:31 

McDavid buries puck in dying seconds for 600th career point 

“Our bench was excited for him,” McDavid said. “He works hard, and 
doesn’t get a ton of opportunity offensively, in terms of power play and 
whatnot. For him to score a big goal for us, it’s massive.” 

“That was the most hyped I’ve seen our bench in a while,” Yamamoto 
said. “Really excited for him’” 

Strive for Five on Five 

The Oilers are the only team in the NHL that is averaging more than four 
goals scored per game (4.14), and their goals against per game of 3.00 
put them right in the middle of the pack. 

It’s their five-on-five defensive play that needs work, and Tippett knows it. 
Only five teams in the NHL have allowed more goals at five-on-five than 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 15, 2021 

 

Edmonton, a team that has often been too soft in front of its own net — 
particularly young Evan Bouchard. 

So, does beating a very good Blues club in regulation make the four 
goals against (three at even strength) a little easier to take? Do you walk 
out of the rink with a different evaluation than if you’d given up four goals 
in Arizona? 

“You walk out of it feeling good about a win. We found a way to win,” 
allowed Tippett. “But whether we won or lost, there are things we have to 
continue to work at in our game. We’re giving up too many chances, and 
we’re giving up too many goals — especially at five-on-five. 

“We’re happy to win. You’re happy for McLeod getting a goal, Nuge 
getting a goal, Yamo getting a big goal and an assist — he doubles his 
points output for the year. There is lots to be happy about, but we want to 
be a team that continues to get better. When there are spots in your 
game that need improvement, that’s what we’ve got to concentrate on.” 

600 of the Finest 

McDavid’s goal off a lovely Zach Hyman feed — with 0.8 seconds 
remaining in the opening period — was point No. 600 for the Oilers 
captain. McDavid is the sixth-fastest player to score his 600th point, 
notching the marker in game No. 421. 

Remaining Time -1:01 

McLeod says scoring first NHL goal was dream come true 

How lucky have Oilers fans been? Three of those players — including 
leader Wayne Gretzky (274), Jari Kurri (419) and McDavid — 
accomplished the feat in an Edmonton uniform. 

“That’s pretty good,” Tippett said of McDavid’s feat. “I’m glad I get to 
watch a lot of them.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Big brother prevails as Matthew Tkachuk's Flames beat 
Brady's Senators 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisNovember 14, 2021, 10:16 PM 

 

OTTAWA -- Kneeling opposite one another at centre ice during pre-game 
warmup, Matthew Tkachuk got his first glimpse of the C on brother 
Brady’s jersey. 

Asked afterward what he was laughing about as he pointed to the A on 
his chest, he took the opportunity to do what older brothers typically do: 
remind everyone who the boss is. 

“Deep down he knows I make the calls back home when we’re together 
in the summer,” chuckled Matthew, following the Flames' 4-0 win over 
Brady’s short-handed Senators. 

“He can be the captain of his team. He’s got me on that, because I’m not 
the captain of mine. 

"But he knows who is captain in the summer.” 

Pausing ever so slightly, he caught himself. 

“It’s probably my mom, honestly,” added Matthew. 

“But when it’s me and him, he knows who it is." 

Remaining Time -5:33 

NHL Highlights: Flames 4, Senators 0 

Matthew’s Flames certainly called all the shots Sunday in a one-sided 
affair most could have predicted, given the Senators have 10 players in 
COVID-19 protocol. 

However, having gifted a similarly depleted San Jose Sharks team two 
points last week, not to mention being embarrassed by a far inferior 
Senators squad all last season, the Flames knew they couldn’t take 
anything for granted. 

“We probably made that mistake against San Jose, looking too much 
ahead of them,” said Matthew. 

“That was a tough lesson learned. Teams like that work harder than 
when they have all their top guys and regulars in. They worked hard 
tonight, but I thought we worked smarter. We knew we were idiots if we 
would have looked past them.” 

Andrew Mangiapane’s 10th of the season opened the scoring late in the 
first, followed by second-period goals from Elias Lindholm and Tkachuk 
that set the stage for a Nikita Zadorov snipe in the third. Uneventful, just 
as the Flames wanted. 

While the brother act dominated the talk heading into the game, all the 
chatter in Calgary afterward will revolve around backup goalie Dan 
Vladar’s second consecutive start. 

A tidy 27 saves later, the man who was Calgary’s first star in Toronto two 
nights earlier had his first NHL shutout. 

Asked if he was surprised by the assignment, the soft-spoken, 24-year-
old shrugged. 

“It’s my job to be ready for every single game and if I get the call I have to 
give my team a chance to win,” said the Czech rookie, who is now 3-0-1. 

“We haven’t won for three games in a row, so I thought we came with the 
mindset we wanted to win tonight, and it just worked out. From the get-go 
we were just the better team, and more focused team. I had no 
rebounds, so, easy game for me.” 

He’s right, although things can be made to look easier than they are 
when you combine being 6-foot-5 with being positionally sound. 

Asked where the puck from his milestone effort would be going, he 
smiled. 

“I heard I’m going to get it framed, I’m super excited about that,” he said. 

“I think we just came with the right mindset tonight.” 

The first man to congratulate him at the final buzzer was Oliver Kylington, 
who had apologized to Vladar on Friday after his fanned clearing attempt 
wound up snapping the goalie's shutout bid late in a 2-1 overtime loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

On this night, Kylington’s ongoing brilliance led directly to Mangiapane’s 
league-leading ninth road goal after the 24-year-old defender stepped up 
to intercept a pass and fed it to Sean Monahan, whose shot was deftly 
redirected in. 

Kylington now has points in nine of his last 10 games to lead all Flames 
blue-liners in points. 

Coach Darryl Sutter said the decision to start Vladar was made for two 
reasons, namely the fact he wanted the red-hot youngster to experience 
the weight of consecutive starts, while also spelling Jacob Markstrom off 
for what should be five days between starts by the time he plays in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday. 

“Same (as) his last game, I thought he was really good around the net,” 
said Sutter. 

“Those are tough starts for the classic backup guy. That’s part of being 
an NHL player. He’s showing that as we go. We’re still learning lots about 
him, but he’s learning how we want him to play too.” 
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The game marked Walker Duehr’s NHL debut, making the college free 
agent signing the first player in NHL lore from South Dakota. 

His rookie lap was uneventful, as were his eight minutes of ice time. 

The 23-year-old Duehr was discovered by Flames college scout Billy 
Powers while constantly monitoring his teammate at Minnesota State 
Mankato -- Connor Mackey. 

Duehr replaced Tyler Pitlick in the lineup. 
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