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Winning, and ‘fun,’ on the Hurricanes’ agenda on a lengthy West Coast road trip 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are off on a six-game road trip, and 
there are certain priorities attached to it. 

“Take care of business,” forward Jordan Martinook said 
Monday, “and then have some fun. 

“That’s the mindset we go out with every game. We want to 
win, we want to take care of business and we’ll have our 
fun.” 

But the Canes’ trip begins with a game Tuesday night 
against the Vegas Golden Knights. The Canes flew out to 
Las Vegas on Monday afternoon, with plenty of free time to 
be spent before the hockey. 

Does that mean there might be “some fun” before “business” 
— that is, the night before the game? 

For example, what does Jordan Martinook like to do in 
Vegas? 

“I like going to shows,” he said, smiling. “And eating. And 
maybe tossing dice, I don’t know.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he expects his players 
to be responsible, in Vegas and at the other stops on the 
road — Los Angeles, San Jose, Seattle, Philadelphia. No 
problems, he said. 

“Not with this group,” Brind’Amour said. “Maybe 20 years ago 
you’d have some concern. The game was a little different. 
But not now.” 

In the past, the “socializing” part of a trip would go on a little 
longer and the effects of it last a little longer. As Brind’Amour 
put it, the “mentality was different,” although one has to 
believe Brind’Amour, always the fitness buff, was likely laying 
out the next day’s workout in the gym or on the ice. 

Getting healthy 

The Canes will take an 11-2-0 record on the road and 
something close to a fully healthy team. Forward Jesper 
Fast, who has been fighting an illness, missed Monday’s 
practice at Wake Competition Center but will be on the trip. 
So will forward Martin Necas, who also has been ill, plus 
forward Nino Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce and 
goalie Antti Raanta, who all have missed recent games with 
injuries. 

Pesce has not played since crashing into the boards during 
the Nov. 3 game at Chicago. Out of the lineup went a D-man 
who logged big minutes, was being used on the penalty kill 
but also this season as a power-play quarterback. 

Forward Josh Leivo was reassigned Monday to the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL, but the Canes could have 13 forwards 

available, leaving Brind’Amour with a decision to make on 
who plays and who sits. 

Another big decision: What to do with rookie Seth Jarvis? 
The forward, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, has 
played six NHL games. If he continues to play, the San Jose 
game on Nov. 22 would be his 10th NHL game. 

Jarvis, 19, is in the position of either sticking with the Canes 
all season or being sent back to his junior team, the Portland 
Winterhawks. There is no AHL option for him. He can play 
nine NHL games without activating the first year of his entry 
level contract with Carolina, but should he play a 10th the 
first year of the contract begins. 

Brind’Amour gave no hint Monday of how the Jarvis situation 
will be handled, saying only that he would play against 
Vegas — game No. 7 for Jarvis for those keeping count — 
and then “go from there.” 

Here’s a hint: Jarvis was on Sebastian Aho’s line with Andrei 
Svechnikov in Monday’s practice and was still being used on 
a power-play unit with Niederreiter back. Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was not on a power-play unit. 

Martinook was asked Monday what a team can learn about 
itself on a long road trip. 

“If we like each other?” he said, again with a smile. 

“No, I feel like this group’s been pretty tight from the 
beginning. Honestly, we’ve got a lot of guys with kids and 
families, so I feel like toward the end of you start to miss your 
family and your kids. I feel that’s where you need each other 
the most, near of the end of it, when you’re trying to see the 
light-at-the-end-of-the-tunnel kind of thing. That’s when being 
close as a group can help you a lot.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights 

When: Tuesday, 10 p.m.. 

Where: T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 

Hurricanes road trip 

Nov. 16 — Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 18 — Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 20 — Los Angeles Kings, 4 p.m. 

Nov. 22 — San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Nov. 24 — Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 26 — Philadelphia Flyers, 3:30 p.m. 
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Hurricanes are good. Coyotes are bad. And a whole lot we still don’t know after one NHL 
month 

By Sean McIndoe  

We’re over a month into the season now, so we should know 
a few things. Not everything, obviously. There’s still plenty of 
time for twists and turns and there will be more than a few 
surprises by the time we get to the games that actually 
matter. But a month of hockey is a long time, and that means 
we should be pretty sure on at least a few things by now. 

For example… uh… 

(Checks list.) 

The Coyotes are bad. Connor McDavid is good. The 
Hurricanes are probably good too. 

(Checks list again.) 

(Turns list upside down.) 

(Shrugs dramatically.) 

I mean, what else have we got that you actually feel 
confident about right now? The Panthers were probably on 
that list a week ago, but haven’t won since. The Avalanche, 
Golden Knights and Lightning were all supposed to be elite 
contenders, and maybe they still are, but they’ve certainly 
made us wonder at a few points along the way. The 
Islanders and Bruins seem OK but were supposed to be 
more. Calgary and Edmonton are better than expected. Who 
knows about the Penguins, Maple Leafs and Flyers. The 
Capitals, Wild and Jets are maybe about right, I guess? 

At the other end of the spectrum, other than the Coyotes, 
pretty much every team who were supposed to be bad have 
been decent other than maybe Ottawa. The Blackhawks 
looked awful but were better this week. The Canadiens are a 
mess but we’re still waiting to see what they’ll look like when 
Carey Price is back. Dallas and Vancouver both seem to be 
almost out of chances. And maybe one of the biggest 
surprises is that an expansion team looks like an expansion 
team, which we probably should have all expected but here 
we are. 

Basically, the first month has been a whole lot of “huh.” 
Depending on your perspective, that might make all of this 
frustrating or a lot more fun. 

Anyway, it’s my job to understand the NHL and explain it to 
you but I really have no idea what’s going on right now. 
Please enjoy the power rankings anyway… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts 

The Maple Leafs continue to roll with a pair of wins, the 
second of which came in the NHL debut of goalie Joseph 
Woll. That sort of thing is always a nice story, but I have to 
admit that this is bothering me more than it should… 

5. Colorado Avalanche (6-5-1, +3 true goals differential*) – 
You knew I was going to get them back into the top five as 
soon as they showed much of anything. They only played 
twice last week, but they racked up 13 goals in a pair of wins, 
and I am ready to get hurt again. 

Speaking of being hurt, the Avalanche are still nowhere close 
to full health, and their next three are against the Canucks, 
Kraken and Senators, so we might be a week or two away 
from exhaling on wondering what’s wrong with this team. 
Until then, hello to the Flames, Blues and Wild fans who are 
mad that they didn’t get this spot instead. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (7-3-3, +1) – They’ve got points in 
seven straight, just took three of four points against the top 
two teams on our list, and are doing it all without their best 
forward. Yeah, it’s time to start being scared of the Lightning 
again. (Now imagine if they can get their powerplay going…) 

3. Edmonton Oilers (11-3-0, +16) – Oh cool, one week after 
raving about Connor McDavid’s highlight-reel goal we’re 
back to watching him get mugged without any calls. Cool, 
cool, exactly what the fans want to see. 

We don’t need to overreact to one comically bad missed 
tripping call. That stuff happens. But the story is that it 
happens to McDavid all the time, and the NHL seems fine 
with it. You can roll your eyes at that whole John Tortorella 
rant, but he’s not wrong about what the playoffs will be like. 

2. Florida Panthers (10-2-3, +17) – Last week’s move up to 
the number one spot seems to have spooked them, as this 
week featured four straight losses. I’m not sure we should 
panic about that, since of the foursome only the Devils loss 
was especially bad and they took the Lightning to overtime. 

Still, the shine from last weekend’s win over the Hurricanes 
is long gone, and it’s time to see what Andrew Brunette can 
do with the first major wobble of his very young head-
coaching career. This week isn’t much easier, featuring the 
Islanders, Wild and a rematch with the Devils. 
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1. Carolina Hurricanes (11-2-0, +20) – After the big 
showdown loss to the Panthers, they beat the Lightning and 
Blues but lost to the Flyers because 2021-22. Still, moving 
Carolina back to the top spot is a relatively easy call this 
week. We’ll see after that because they’re headed out on a 
six-game road trip that starts in Vegas and then goes 
through California and Seattle before a stopover in 
Philadelphia. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Anaheim Ducks – We’re used to seeing them in 
the bottom-five section, but I need those spots for other 
teams and they’re over .500 so we’ll work them in here. 

So yeah… what a weird week. This is a team that’s making 
headlines for two very different reasons right now, at 
opposite ends of the scale. 

The most prominent story, of course, is Bob Murray’s exit. 
The longtime GM resigned on Wednesday in the midst of an 
investigation into allegations of abusive behavior. It’s a 
stunning story – Murray had been the third longest-serving 
GM in the league – but apparently not an altogether 
surprising one, at least based on some of the reactions 
around the league. Jeff Solomon takes over for now, 
although it seems likely that the team will turn to someone 
else for the full-time job. 

Whoever takes over will be inheriting a team that’s been a lot 
better than expected, which is the other side of the headline 
coin. A seven game win streak has flipped the script on an 
ugly 2-4-3 start, and has had the Ducks sniffing around top 
spot in the Pacific. That part won’t last, we think, but any 
worries about another bottom-five season have faded 
significantly. 

The big story is Troy Terry, having the kind of breakout 
season at 24 that rebuilding teams dream of. He’s been red 
hot pretty much all season long, with a 14-game point streak. 
Ryan Getzlaf has found a time machine. Kevin Shattenkirk 
looks good. And maybe most importantly of all, John Gibson 
is back to looking like an elite guy after a couple of seasons 
of looking shaky. There’s no guarantee that all of that 
continues, of course. Most of it likely won’t, although Gibson 
will be the key. But it’s also worth pointing out that the Ducks 
are doing this without a ton of impact from top prospect 
Trevor Zegras, and virtually none from Max Comtois, so 
there’s actually room for improvement here if the young guys 
get going (and Zergas maybe did last night). 

It’s probably too early to start thinking about the playoffs, or a 
dream matchup with the equally surprising Kings. But it’s 
November and it’s too early for everything, so we might as 
well have some fun looking down the road. And right now, 
the Ducks really are a lot of fun. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Congratulations to the Hall of Fame Class of 2020, who were 
finally inducted this weekend. Hall of Fame week is one of 
my favorite times of the year, and you can find my ranking of 
every class here and my debate over some tricky active 

candidates here. And be sure not to miss Eric Duhatschek 
on Jarome Iginla. 

5. Chicago Blackhawks (4-9-2, -19) – The Derek King era is 
off to a decent start, with three straight wins. That run sounds 
more impressive than it was, since they needed overtime to 
beat the Predators, shootouts aren’t real, and they barely 
edged the Coyotes. Still, wins are wins and the Hawks 
needed some desperately. Now about that dead-cat 
bounce… 

(And yes, Dallas fans, I see you eying this spot. I’ve always 
liked Rick Bowness and I don’t want to pile on, but… yeah, I 
see you.) 

4. Montreal Canadiens (4-11-2, -22) – They played their best 
game of the season in a win over the Flames, and an OT 
loss to the Red Wings left them with a three-game point 
streak. But even when things are vaguely good for this year’s 
Habs, they go bad. Right now that means Jake Allen being 
pulled by concussion spotters on Saturday, and an uncertain 
outlook on whether he’ll miss time. With Carey Price still 
sidelined, no goalie in the league had been getting more 
work than Allen. If he’s out, then the Canadiens will have to 
ride with Cayden Primeau and Samuel Montembeault, which 
could be an opportunity for youth to be served or a chance 
for things to go even worse than they already are. Last 
night’s third-period collapse in Boston wasn’t a great start. 

3. Seattle Kraken (4-10-1, -13) – They continue to give up a 
ton of goals, including a seven-spot to the Ducks (although 
two of those were into an empty net). The Philipp Grubauer 
era has not started well, but it’s probably still too early to start 
warily side-eying the six years on that contract. I’m not sure 
it’s too early to start wondering about a Mark Giordano 
deadline auction, but let’s give them a few more weeks to 
sort thing out. For now, the good news is that Dom still has 
them with a decent chance of making the playoffs, unlike the 
other teams on this list. 

2. Ottawa Senators (4-10-1, -16) – You can probably throw 
out most of this week as far as learning much of anything 
about the Senators, as the team dealt with a COVID situation 
that made it a challenge just to fill out the roster. Under the 
circumstances, Saturday’s win over the Penguins was 
impressive, with the offense briefly getting back on track 
before last night’s shutout loss to Calgary. 

Still, as this tweet points out, this team had not been playing 
well even before the outbreak; they just don’t have the puck 
enough, and the blue line is a mess, especially the bottom 
pairing. 

This was supposed to be the year that the team made a 
push towards the playoffs – as Ian Mendes reminds us, we 
were told that the rebuild is over – and so far it’s just not 
happening, which has to be frustrating for fans who were 
buying into the plan. That’s especially true when you look at 
all the other expected also-rans that are overachieving; this 
Senators team wasn’t expected to win the Cup, but they sure 
weren’t supposed to be looking up at Buffalo, Columbus, 
Detroit, New Jersey and the entire state of California. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (1-13-1, -36) – It took us a full month to 
reach the stage where we’re wondering if the Coyotes will be 
the worst team of the salary cap era. Dom thinks it will be 
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close, but has them as overwhelming favorites (80 percent 
odds) to finish dead last. And honestly, that seems low. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks – It’s bad, and it’s starting 
to feel like change is inevitable. The question is what that 
looks like. 

Last night’s regulation loss in Anaheim made it three straight, 
with none of those games being especially competitive, and I 
can imagine a lot of good arguments for just putting 
Vancouver in the bottom five even at the expense of one of 
the teams below them in the standings. Either way, what 
we’re left with is a team that keeps telling us, with words and 
actions, that they want to contend right now. And then they 
go out and play like it’s a rebuild, only one that’s mostly 
happening without the blue-chip prospects and high picks. 
That’s a formula that leads to the mushy middle, which is the 
worst place you can be in today’s NHL. 

In that sense, I guess the good news is that the Canucks 
might not even be in the middle this year. They’ve lost eight 

of ten, including giving up seven goals in back-to-back 
games against the Avs and Knights. Those are good teams, 
sure, but the Canucks seemed to think they were too, and at 
this point it’s pretty clear that they are not. 

So now what? The coach is always the obvious answer, and 
Travis Green’s seat is plenty hot. A trade would be possible 
too. But either of those moves would be made by Jim 
Benning, and do you trust him to make the right call these 
days? If you’re a Canucks fan, I’m guessing your answer is a 
resounding no. If you’re ownership, well, I guess we’ll find 
out. Benning is reportedly in the last year of his contract, and 
it’s getting hard to imagine that he’s still the GM for the long-
term. Does that mean you just get it over with now? Or do 
you stick to the plan, assuming there ever really was one? 

Like so much else in the last month, I’m not sure. So I’ll end 
with a request: I’d love to heard from some Canucks fans on 
what they’re hoping the next few days and weeks will bring. 

 

 

Svechnikov and Carolina take on Vegas 

Carolina Hurricanes (11-2-0, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Vegas Golden Knights (9-6-0, third in the Pacific) 

Paradise, Nevada; Tuesday, 10 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Golden Knights -105, 
Hurricanes -114; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Andrei Svechnikov leads Carolina into a 
matchup against Vegas. He currently ranks 10th in the NHL 
with 17 points, scoring seven goals and totaling 10 assists. 

The Golden Knights have gone 5-3-0 in home games. Vegas 
is fifth in the Western Conference with 32.7 shots per game 
and is averaging 3.1 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 5-1-0 on the road. Carolina has scored 
45 goals and ranks sixth in the league averaging 3.5 goals 
per game. Svechnikov leads the team with seven. 

The matchup Tuesday is the first meeting this season 
between the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Chandler Stephenson leads the 
Golden Knights with 10 assists and has 15 points this 
season. Jonathan Marchessault has eight goals over the last 
10 games for Vegas. 

Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes with a plus-11 in 13 
games this season. Sebastian Aho has four goals over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Golden Knights: 8-2-0, averaging 3.6 
goals, 5.8 assists, 3.9 penalties and 9.5 penalty minutes 
while giving up 2.6 goals per game with a .922 save 
percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.7 assists, 5.1 
penalties and 11.5 penalty minutes while giving up 1.8 goals 
per game with a .934 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Golden Knights: Mark Stone: day to day 
(undisclosed), William Karlsson: out (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Martin Necas: day to day (undisclosed), Brett 
Pesce: out (undisclosed). 
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NHL Power Rankings: Oilers, Wild, Maple Leafs keep climbing 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Carolina Hurricanes regain the top spot in their weekly back-
and-forth battle with the Florida Panthers, the Edmonton 
Oilers inch their way to the top, and the Toronto Maple Leafs 
continue their recent climb. 

At the other end of the spectrum it is a tough week for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and the Vancouver Canucks, while the 
Arizona Coyotes remain at the bottom. 

We take a look at all of those teams and everybody in 
between. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 2). Have they cooled off 
a little over the past week-and-half? Maybe. But they still 
have the league’s best record, best goal differential, and look 
like a real Stanley Cup challenger. 

2. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 3). Still not sure how much I trust 
this team after the top two guys (Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl) but you can not ignore this start. They are banking 
points in a weak division. That will help them in the long run. 

3. Minnesota Wild (LW: 6). They are off to one of the best 
starts in franchise history and only getting mediocre 
goaltending while Kirill Kaprizov has not really gone off yet. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 9). With wins in eight of their 
past nine games that 2-4-1 start already seems like it was an 
eternity ago. 

5. Washington Capitals (LW: 12). Alex Ovechkin is still 
unstoppable. They are on a roll without Nicklas Backstrom, 
T.J. Oshie, and Anthony Mantha in the lineup right now. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 7). Oh yeah, these guys. They 
are still pretty good in case you forgot. Even without Nikita 
Kucherov they are still on a 5-0-2 run over their past seven 
games. 

7. Florida Panthers (LW: 1). Not going to worry too much 
about the recent losing streak. Every team hits a rut at some 
point. This is still an outstanding team. 

8. St. Louis Blues (LW: 5). Vladimir Tarasenko is back to 
being an impact player. Being healthy helps. 

9. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 11). They made some important 
additions to their defense and now this team looks like a 
sneaky contender. Kyle Connor is fantastic and Pierre-Luc 
Dubois might be having that breakout season. 

10. New York Rangers (LW: 14). Their underlying numbers 
are lousy, but they have a great goalie and a couple of 
superstars. That will take you somewhere. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 16). Yeah, they are going to 
be fine. When they get healthy this will be a top-three roster 
on paper in the NHL. 

12. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 20). John Gibson is having a much-
needed bounce back season and Troy Terry — Troy Terry?! 
— is carrying the offense for the hottest NHL team right now. 

13. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 18). Like Vegas, another 
contender that got off to a slow start that is starting to get 
things back on track. Do not worry about this team. At all. 

14. Calgary Flames (LW: 4). Goaltending is the story here. 
Jacob Markstrom and Dan Vladar both have save 
percentages north of .934 and they have combined for five 
shutouts this season in only 15 games. 

15. Boston Bruins (LW: 17). Still do not like how dependent 
they are on the top line right now. That will have to change. 

16. Nashville Predators (LW: 23). They are exceeding 
expectations so far. Juuse Saros is a big part of that. Just 
like he was a year ago. 

17. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 23). Anze Kopitar and Jonathan 
Quick trying to show they still have it. Kopitar’s play this 
season is not a surprise. Quick’s play is. 

18. New York Islanders (LW: 8). They are 27th in goals per 
game and sixth in goals against per game. Ah, yes. Islanders 
hockey. 

19. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 19). For the first time in five 
years this team is worth watching. They are getting there. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 10). They have not had enough 
consistency from game-to-game. Except for the goalies. 
They have been great. This is like the bizarro Flyers team. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 13). When Elvis Merzlikins 
plays, they are very good. When he does not play, they 
struggle. They will go as far as he takes them. 

22. New Jersey Devils (LW: 22). It is a shame that Jack 
Hughes has missed almost the entire season so far because 
this could be an interesting team with him. 

23. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 15). Their power play is 
crushing them. They are just 4-for-46 on the power play this 
season and have allowed two shorthanded goals. 

24. Dallas Stars (LW: 25). Rick Bowness knows what the 
problem is. He just does not care to tell you. 
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25. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 31). They are 3-0-0 under 
Derek King and have allowed only four goals. Quite a 
change from what we saw under Jeremy Colliton. 

26. San Jose Sharks (LW: 26). Logan Couture can still 
produce at a high level, but this team has quickly fallen off 
after that 4-0 start to the season. 

27. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 24). No excuse for a team with 
this type of young talent to be this bad with this bad of a 
salary cap situation. Poster child for poor roster 
management. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 27). Wow, did that bucket of cold 
water arrive quickly. 

29. Seattle Kraken (LW: 28). Goaltending was supposed to 
be this team’s strength, and it is the one thing that is 
absolutely crushing them right now. 

30. Ottawa Senators (LW: 29). They have a fraction of a 
roster right now, which makes that game against Pittsburgh 
on Saturday night stand out even more. 

31. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 31). Nick Suzuki is pretty much 
the only player playing to expectations right now. 

32. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). They have played 15 games 
this season. They have scored zero or one goal in 10 of 
them. Not going to win many games that way. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes reclaim top spot; Ducks are on fire 

By Austin Nivison  

Thanksgiving is now less than two weeks away, and that is a 
critical point in the NHL season. By then, we will have a 
pretty good idea of which teams are going to stick around for 
a while and which ones will fall by the wayside before the 
playoffs. 

Right now, it looks like there is a group of elite teams that will 
be competing atop the NHL all season long. That group 
includes the Carolina Hurricanes, who have reclaimed the 
top spot in these rankings. Those are fun teams to watch, but 
I'm more curious about whether some of the early-season 
surprises will stick around through the end of the calendar 
year. 

For instance, the Anaheim Ducks are the hottest team in the 
league, and it's not just because John Gibson is stealing 
games left and right. Beyond that, the Red Wings, Devils, 
Predators and Kings all find themselves in decent position 
within their respective divisions. How long all that lasts, I 
don't know, but we'll find out a lot more about those teams in 
the coming weeks. 

With the holidays quickly approaching, here at the latest NHL 
Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Hurricanes  

I just talked about Freddie 
Andersen a couple of weeks 
ago, and I don't want to get 
repetitive in these rankings, but 
here we go again. Everyone 
knows that Carolina is a 
phenomenal possession team 
and that their underlying 
numbers are terrific in that 
respect, but Andersen has given 
them a steady presence in net. 
His 94.5% save percentage at 
even strength is seventh in the 
NHL among goalies who have 
played in at least four games.  

1  
11-
2-0  

2  Wild  

Minnesota is back to their 
winning ways. They are 5-1-0 in 
November and are getting 
contributions from every player 
in the lineup. Most recently, 
rookie Rem Pitlick potted a 
natural hat trick against the 
Kraken for the first three goals of 
his NHL career.  

2  
10-
4-0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

3  Oilers  

The Oilers are the most exciting 
team in the NHL, and there isn't 
really a close second. With Mike 
Smith on the shelf due to injury 
and Mikko Koskinen coming 
back to Earth after a solid start, 
Edmonton is forced to win 
shootouts on a regular basis. 
Combine that with the amount of 
firepower the Oilers have up 
front, and it is a recipe for some 
track meets on ice.  

--  
11-
3-0  

4  
Maple 
Leafs  

That 2-4-1 start seems like a 
long time ago. Toronto is 8-1-0 
since then, and part of that is 
due to the team's best players 
living up to that billing. However, 
goaltender Jack Campbell has 
done more than his fair share of 
the heavy lifting as well. He is 
fourth in the NHL in goals saved 
above expected at five-on-five 
(5.40), and he has provided 
some stability in net for the 
Maple Leafs.  

1  
10-
5-1  

5  Lightning  

The Lightning are getting back 
on track, and they have Steven 
Stamkos to thank for that. The 
31-year-old has stepped up in 
Nikita Kucherov's absence, and 
he is currently pacing the team 
with 15 points. Stamkos is also 
tied with Alex Killorn for the team 
lead in goals with seven.  

2  
8-3-
3  

6  Panthers  

Our former No. 1 team had a 
rough week. The Panthers went 
0-2-2 and experienced some 
bad luck. Spencer Knight was 
dreadful in back-to-back starts 
against the Rangers and Devils, 
and Florida suffered shootout 
and overtime defeats at the 
hands of the Penguins and 
Lightning, respectively. The 
Panthers will be just fine, 
especially with Sergei Bobrovsky 
back from injury.  

5  
10-
2-3  
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7  Bruins  

The Bruins went 3-1 last week, 
and they remain one of the most 
dominant teams in the league in 
terms of five-on-five expected 
goals share. They're third in the 
league in that category, but 
Linus Ullmark has not panned 
out in net at all. The good news 
for the Bruins is that Jeremy 
Swayman is playing well, and he 
has earned a bigger share of the 
workload between the pipes.  

2  
8-5-
0  

8  
Golden 
Knights  

Vegas needed someone to step 
up in the absence of their best 
offensive players, and Chandler 
Stephenson has been that guy. 
He has 15 points on the season, 
including 11 points in the team's 
last 10 games. The Golden 
Knights are 8-2 in that stretch.  

2  
9-6-
0  

9  Capitals  

With a goal against the Blue 
Jackets (No. 742), Alex 
Ovechkin moved into sole 
possession of fourth place on 
the NHL's all-time goals list. He's 
now just 24 away from the great 
Jaromir Jagr. Given the pace 
that Ovechkin is on this year, 
he'll get there around the time 
everyone is opening Christmas 
presents. By the way, his 
Capitals have now won four in a 
row.  

4  
9-2-
4  

10 Blues  

The Blues only notched one win 
in four tries last week, but it's not 
all bad news. Pavel Buchnevich 
is getting more comfortable in St. 
Louis and looks like a player the 
Rangers will regret giving in 
order to add some unquantifiable 
amount of toughness to the 
roster.  

4  
8-4-
2  

11 Rangers  

Speaking of the Rangers, I am 
very suspicious of Buchnevich's 
former team. They are 31st in 
the NHL in expected goals share 
at five-on-five (42.92%). I can 
buy that the Rangers have 
enough talent to outperform 
middling underlying numbers, 
but this is far worse than 
middling. I kind of doubt they can 
keep playing this way and 

1  
9-3-
3  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

remain near the top of the 
division.  

12 Jets  

The Jets look like a very different 
team this season. Instead of 
simply relying on Connor 
Hellebuyck to bail them out 
every other game, they are 
actually asserting themselves as 
a quality possession team. That 
could be due to an improved 
defensive corps in Winnipeg with 
the addition of Nate Schmidt and 
a strong start from Josh 
Morrissey.  

5  
8-3-
3  

13 Avalanche  

I think the Avalanche took out 
some frustration last week, and 
the Canucks and Sharks were 
on the receiving end. Colorado 
outscored those teams by a 
combined 13-3 in a pair of 
drubbings. That might continue 
this week when the Avs pay 
Vancouver a visit on 
Wednesday.  

2  
6-5-
1  

14 Flames  

Calgary has really taken it on the 
chin since I sang their praises 
about a fortnight ago. The 
Flames are 2-2-3 in their last 
seven games and have had 
trouble finding the back of the 
net consistently in that stretch. 
Elias Lindholm cooled off a bit 
after his torrid start, but Andrew 
Mangiapane has picked up 
some of that slack.  

6  
8-3-
4  

15 Ducks  

Anaheim has won not one, not 
two, not three ... but seven 
games in a row. Maybe the most 
surprising thing about this streak 
is that it hasn't come solely on 
the back of John Gibson. The 
Ducks have been playing great 
hockey, and they've gotten 
rewarded for it. Troy Terry's 
point streak is now at 14 games, 
and Ryan Getzlaf has been 
revitalized by playing on these 
young stars. He has a team high 
16 assists in 16 games played.  

4  
9-4-
3  

16 Red Wings  

The Red Wings' strong start is 
being fueled by some 
unexpected contributions. One 
of those pleasant surprises has 

2  
8-7-
2  
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been Vlad Namestnikov, who is 
second on the team in goals with 
seven. I doubt he'll keep scoring 
on almost 30% of his shots, but 
he's well ahead of the pace 
necessary to set a new career 
high in goals.  

17 Flyers  

The Flyers play in a tough 
Metropolitan Division, and 
they've had a hard time finding 
any consistency in the early 
going. That said, getting Kevin 
Hayes and Ryan Ellis back into 
the lineup should help a team 
that should compete for a playoff 
spot when fully healthy.  

6  
7-4-
2  

18 Kings  

Just when everyone thought the 
Kings were going to pass the 
baton from Jonathan Quick to 
Cal Peterson in net, the 35-year-
old has had a resurgent year. 
Quick is second in the league in 
goals saved above average at 
five-on-five with 7.08. The Kings' 
key veterans have found the 
fountain of youth in the 
offseason, and they are rolling 
right now.  

2  
8-5-
2  

19 Predators  

The Predators are officially 
surging. They are 8-1-1 in the 
last 10 games, and Matt 
Duchene is red hot. He has 
taken some fair criticism since 
signing a big contract with 
Nashville, but Duchene has 
stepped up to the plate so far 
this season. He has eight goals 
in the last nine games, including 
a pair of overtime winners.  

6  
9-5-
1  

20 Devils  

Pavel Zacha is having the best 
start of his career, and it might 
have to do with the fact that he's 
making the most of his 
opportunity right now. He's 
taking 2.5 shots per game, which 
is the highest rate of his career, 
and he has been rewarded with 
seven goals in 14 games.  

1  
7-4-
3  

21 
Blue 
Jackets  

So far, Columbus has split starts 
relatively evenly between Elvis 
Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo. 
The Blue Jackets may just want 
to ride Merzlikins for a while, 

7  
8-5-
0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

considering he's one of the 
hottest goaltenders in the league 
these days and Korpisalo is one 
of the coldest.  

22 Islanders  

The Islanders are having a hard 
time putting the puck in the net 
this season. They are 31st in the 
NHL in goals scored, ahead of 
only the Arizona Coyotes, and 
it's tough to win when you don't 
score as many goals as the 
other team. The Isles haven't 
been able to generate 
dangerous chances on a regular 
basis, and Ilya Sorokin can only 
do so much in the crease.  

6  
5-5-
2  

23 Stars  

Last season's Calder Trophy 
runner-up, Jason Robertson, has 
only scored one goal in seven 
games played. Like many other 
players on the Stars, Robertson 
has yet to start converting on his 
scoring chances with regularity, 
but he's too good to be held in 
check for very long.  

1  
5-6-
2  

24 Sabres  

The Sabres snapped a five-
game losing streak with a win 
against the Oilers. Go figure. 
Hockey is weird. Regardless, 
Buffalo is starting to slide down 
toward the bottom of the Atlantic 
Division, which is where 
everyone expected them to be 
before the puck dropped on 
opening night.  

1  
6-6-
2  

25 Penguins  

Sidney Crosby played in his 
second game of the season 
against the Capitals on Sunday, 
and it did not go well. The 
Penguins got routed, 6-1, and 
Crosby clearly wasn't pleased. 
He slung Martin Fehervary into 
the boards on a dangerous play 
but didn't get whistled for a 
penalty.  

3  
5-5-
4  

26 Sharks  

San Jose did get an impressive 
win over the Flames, but their 
recent stretch of misfortune 
continued with losses to the Jets 
and the Avalanche. The Sharks 
will likely have to give James 
Reimer more starts in net 

--  
7-6-
1  
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because Adin Hill has struggled 
up to this point.  

27 Blackhawks 

Since Jeremy Colliton was fired 
and Derek King was promoted to 
the role of interim head coach, 
the Blackhawks are 3-0. It'll be 
interesting to see whether that's 
just a coincidence or King is 
actually doing something that 
has elevated Chicago's 
performance.  

2  
4-9-
2  

28 Kraken  

It would've been hard to find 
anyone who decried the 
Kraken's signing of Philipp 
Grubauer in the offseason, but 
that has not worked out at all so 
far. Grubauer has been far and 
away the worst goaltender in the 
NHL in terms of goals saved 
above expected (-10.33). The 
Kraken have some other issues, 
but even getting average 
goaltending out of Grubauer 
would be a big help.  

--  
4-
10-1 

29 Canucks  

Vancouver gave up seven goals 
in back-to-back games this 
week, and that should come as 
no surprise considering they are 
28th in the NHL in expected 
goals against at five-on-five with 
30.47. The defense is letting the 
team down, but the goaltending 
tandem of Thatcher Demko and 

2  
5-9-
2  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Jaroslav Halak hasn't been 
much help either.  

30 Canadiens  

Montreal is sixth in the league in 
expected goals for at five-on-five 
with 29.88, but they have only 
scored 23 goals in those 
situations. That's a big disparity, 
and it could just be due to poor 
luck. However, it could also 
speak to a lack of finishing ability 
among the Canadiens' 
underwhelming forward group.  

1  
4-
11-2 

31 Senators  

The Senators are officially 
heading toward an exciting draft 
lottery night (again). Their 
goaltending has been downright 
porous, and they get routinely 
outplayed by their opponents. 
The fans in Ottawa are in for 
another long winter.  

1  
4-
10-1 

32 Coyotes  

The Coyotes turned all the 
momentum from their first win of 
the season into a three-game 
losing streak. It's pretty 
impressive, and Arizona is 
heading toward NHL history. The 
Coyotes have only picked up 
10.0% of a possible 30 points 
through 15 games. The 1974-75 
Washington Capitals, who won 
just eight games, captured 
13.1% of their possible points. 
This will be a battle to watch all 
season long.  

--  
1-
13-1 
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Makiniemi making a name 

MAKINIEMI MAKING A NAME FOR HIMSELF 

When the Chicago Wolves convened for preseason training 
camp, rookie goaltender Eetu Makiniemi was one of the few 
players without a reputation in North America. But it hasn’t 
taken long for the 22-year-old Finland native to make a name 
for himself here. 

In his seven appearances for the Wolves through one month 
of the season, Makiniemi boasts a 5-1-1 record with a 1.99 
goals-against average and a .929 save percentage. He 
shares fourth place among all American Hockey League 
goalies in wins, ranks ninth in GAA and stands 10th in save 
percentage. The only other rookies who rank top 10 in all 
three categories are the Utica Comets’ combo of Akira 
Schmid and Nico Daws. 

Makiniemi delivered two more sterling performances over the 
weekend as the Carolina Hurricanes’ fourth-round pick in the 
2017 NHL Draft limited the Rockford IceHogs to one goal 
(late in the game when Rockford had a 6-on-4 advantage on 
the ice) and two goals in Sunday’s game against Toronto. 
Makiniemi rejected multiple breakaways by the Marlies — 
something he has done all year. 

“He’s coming from a good league in Finland, but he has been 
really sharp in every game,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “He has won us some hockey games, has made 
big saves when we’ve needed him to. He’s got a bright, 
bright future.” 

MORE THAN ADOPT-A-DOG 

The Wolves’ next Adopt-A-Dog Night is 7 p.m. Saturday at 
Allstate Arena. More than 1,500 deserving dogs have been 
given forever homes through the Adopt-A-Dog program 
presented by Premier Veterinary Group, but that’s not the 
only way the Wolves look out for local dogs and cats. 

This summer, the Wolves and several great partners 
(including Rescue Pack Chicago and the Chicago Police 
Department) teamed up for monthly Pet Health Fairs 
throughout Chicago. At the seven fairs, a total of 2,649 dogs 
and cats received free vaccinations and microchips! 

BLOOD DRIVE. DEC. 18. DONATE. 

The Wolves and Vitalant are proud to host a blood drive from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Allstate Arena’s Skyline Room in 

Rosemont. The drive precedes the Wolves’ home game 
against the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m., so it’s the perfect 
opportunity to donate and then enjoy a terrific rivalry. 

Skates, the Wolves mascot, will be at the Skyline Room to 
meet and greet donors. In addition, all donors receive two 
ticket vouchers to a Wolves game of their choice, a limited-
edition Vitalant/Chicago Wolves T-shirt, a Wolves hat and 
will be entered into a drawing to win an autographed Wolves 
jersey. To set an appointment, visit Vitalant.org/Wolves 
(search for Group Code ORD0RS20) or call 877-258-4825. 

Donating blood is safe and easy — and serves a vital need 
during the holidays. All blood types are in short supply. 

GET TO SATURDAY’s RED KETTLE GAME 

The Wolves are partnering with the Salvation Army for 
Saturday’s Red Kettle Game at Allstate Arena. At this time of 
the year, the Salvation Army’s services are more necessary 
than ever. 

A portion of the proceeds of each ticket purchased for 
Saturday’s game helps the Salvation Army. And if you’d like 
to volunteer to ring the bell at a red kettle this season, visit 
RegisterToRing.com. 

TOP LINE 

MAXIM LETUNOV 

The Wolves’ third-line center carries a four-game point streak 
into Wednesday’s morning game at Grand Rapids. The 25-
year-old from Moscow scored a goal Friday night at 
Rockford, assisted on Sam Miletic’s goal Saturday night 
against Toronto and gave the Wolves a 1-0 lead on Sunday 
afternoon with his third goal of the season. 

JAMIESON REES 

This skilled 20-year-old forward from Ontario was a staple in 
the Wolves lineup last season with 8 goals and 6 assists in 
29 games, but he missed the first month of this season due 
to knee surgery. Rees made his season debut Friday at 
Rockford, then produced his first point of the year Sunday 
afternoon when he drove the play that led to Maxim 
Letunov’s goal. 
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ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The Wolves captain got the weekend off to a flying start with 
a goal in the opening minute Friday night at Rockford. The 
reigning AHL Player of the Month owns 6 goals and 9 assists 
in 11 games, so his 15 points rank No. 1 among all Central 
Division skaters and tied for fifth among all AHL players. 

REWIND (1-1-1-0) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 14: TORONTO 2, (at) CHICAGO 1 (OT) 

 With 1.3 seconds remaining in overtime, Toronto 
rookie center Semyon Der-Arguchintsev scored to 
give the visitors the extra point at Allstate Arena. 

 Center Maxim Letunov extended his point streak to 
four games with a first-period goal that was assisted 
by forward Jamieson Rees and defenseman EJoey 
Keane. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi rejected 25 of 27 shots. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 13: TORONTO 5, (at) CHICAGO 1 

 In the Marlies’ first trip to Chicago in seven 
seasons, the visitors scored two goals in the 
opening five minutes and kept going despite the 
Wolves owning a 39-25 shot advantage. 

 Forward Sam Miletic recorded his first goal with the 
Wolves as linemates Spencer Smallman and Maxim 
Letunov set up his score. 

 Goaltender Beck Warm stopped 20 shots in his first 
AHL game this season. 

FRIDAY, NOV. 12: CHICAGO 4, (at) ROCKFORD 1 

 The Wolves scored three first-period goals and 
outshot Rockford 16-1 in the opening 20 minutes to 
secure the win in Rockford. 

 Forwards Andrew Poturalski and Stefan Noesen 
and defenseman Eric Gelinas scored in the first 
period while center Maxim Letunov added an 
empty-net goal late. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi notched 18 saves. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Wednesday, 
Nov. 17 

at Grand 
Rapids 

10 
a.m. 

Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

Friday, Nov. 
19 

at Rockford 7 p.m. MetroCentre AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Nov. 20 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Friday, Nov. 
26 

at Grand 
Rapids 

6 p.m. Van Andel Arena AHLTV  

Saturday, 
Nov. 27 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

  

All games are streamed on AHLTV. The Sunday, Nov. 14, 
game will be broadcast on NHL Network as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255837911.html 

https://theathletic.com/2955126/2021/11/15/hurricanes-are-good-coyotes-are-bad-and-a-whole-lot-we-still-dont-know-after-one-nhl-month/ 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-vegas-golden-knights-hockey-2be199a600f94faf9b1fc2a8367a0e92 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/15/nhl-power-rankings-edmonton-oilers-minnesota-wild-toronto-maple-leafs-keep-climbing/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/senators-covid-19-outbreak-nhl-reportedly-postpones-teams-next-three-games-as-10-players-enter-protocol/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/15/makiniemi-making-a-name/ 
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1226365 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Winning, and ‘fun,’ on the Hurricanes’ agenda on a lengthy West Coast 
road trip 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are off on a six-game road trip, and there are 
certain priorities attached to it. 

“Take care of business,” forward Jordan Martinook said Monday, “and 
then have some fun. 

“That’s the mindset we go out with every game. We want to win, we want 
to take care of business and we’ll have our fun.” 

But the Canes’ trip begins with a game Tuesday night against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. The Canes flew out to Las Vegas on Monday afternoon, 
with plenty of free time to be spent before the hockey. 

Does that mean there might be “some fun” before “business” — that is, 
the night before the game? 

For example, what does Jordan Martinook like to do in Vegas? 

“I like going to shows,” he said, smiling. “And eating. And maybe tossing 
dice, I don’t know.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he expects his players to be 
responsible, in Vegas and at the other stops on the road — Los Angeles, 
San Jose, Seattle, Philadelphia. No problems, he said. 

“Not with this group,” Brind’Amour said. “Maybe 20 years ago you’d have 
some concern. The game was a little different. But not now.” 

In the past, the “socializing” part of a trip would go on a little longer and 
the effects of it last a little longer. As Brind’Amour put it, the “mentality 
was different,” although one has to believe Brind’Amour, always the 
fitness buff, was likely laying out the next day’s workout in the gym or on 
the ice. 

Getting healthy 

The Canes will take an 11-2-0 record on the road and something close to 
a fully healthy team. Forward Jesper Fast, who has been fighting an 
illness, missed Monday’s practice at Wake Competition Center but will be 
on the trip. So will forward Martin Necas, who also has been ill, plus 
forward Nino Niederreiter, defenseman Brett Pesce and goalie Antti 
Raanta, who all have missed recent games with injuries. 

Pesce has not played since crashing into the boards during the Nov. 3 
game at Chicago. Out of the lineup went a D-man who logged big 
minutes, was being used on the penalty kill but also this season as a 
power-play quarterback. 

Forward Josh Leivo was reassigned Monday to the Chicago Wolves of 
the AHL, but the Canes could have 13 forwards available, leaving 
Brind’Amour with a decision to make on who plays and who sits. 

Another big decision: What to do with rookie Seth Jarvis? The forward, 
the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, has played six NHL games. If he 
continues to play, the San Jose game on Nov. 22 would be his 10th NHL 
game. 

Jarvis, 19, is in the position of either sticking with the Canes all season or 
being sent back to his junior team, the Portland Winterhawks. There is no 
AHL option for him. He can play nine NHL games without activating the 
first year of his entry level contract with Carolina, but should he play a 
10th the first year of the contract begins. 

Brind’Amour gave no hint Monday of how the Jarvis situation will be 
handled, saying only that he would play against Vegas — game No. 7 for 
Jarvis for those keeping count — and then “go from there.” 

Here’s a hint: Jarvis was on Sebastian Aho’s line with Andrei Svechnikov 
in Monday’s practice and was still being used on a power-play unit with 
Niederreiter back. Jesperi Kotkaniemi was not on a power-play unit. 

Martinook was asked Monday what a team can learn about itself on a 
long road trip. 

“If we like each other?” he said, again with a smile. 

“No, I feel like this group’s been pretty tight from the beginning. Honestly, 
we’ve got a lot of guys with kids and families, so I feel like toward the end 
of you start to miss your family and your kids. I feel that’s where you 
need each other the most, near of the end of it, when you’re trying to see 
the light-at-the-end-of-the-tunnel kind of thing. That’s when being close 
as a group can help you a lot.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights 

When: Tuesday, 10 p.m.. 

Where: T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 

Hurricanes road trip 

Nov. 16 — Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 18 — Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 20 — Los Angeles Kings, 4 p.m. 

Nov. 22 — San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Nov. 24 — Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Nov. 26 — Philadelphia Flyers, 3:30 p.m. 

News Observer LOADED: 11.16.2021 

1226472 Vegas Golden Knights 
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Evgenii Dadonov scoring timely goals for Golden Knights 

 

By David Schoen 

   

After he was acquired by the Golden Knights in a trade this offseason, 
Evgenii Dadonov was described as someone who made his living in the 
hard areas of the ice. 

Through the team’s first 15 games, he has lived up to his reputation. 

Of the winger’s five goals, none have come from farther than 12 feet from 
the net, according to the NHL’s official play-by-play sheet. 

He enters Tuesday’s game against the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Carolina Hurricanes off a three-point night in a win over Vancouver on 
Saturday. 

“I think like all goal scorers, he’s a streaky guy. They come in bunches,” 
coach Pete DeBoer said. 

“He’s feeling pretty good, but when I look back over the first dozen 
games, he could have easily had three or four more. I think if and when 
we get healthy and add some of the people back that are sitting out, I 
think he’s going to consistently score all year. That’s what we’re 
expecting.” 

Dadonov arrived from Ottawa in July in exchange for defenseman Nick 
Holden and a 2022 third-round pick. With a $5 million salary cap for this 
season and next, the Knights hoped the 32-year-old could provide 
secondary offense and boost the power play after it faltered in the 
playoffs for the second straight season. 

Thus far, Dadonov has come through, circling the blue paint in stealth 
mode and picking up scraps like a Russian vulture. 

“It seems like he’s always in the right spot around the net,” defenseman 
Nic Hague said. “He has a knack for scoring. He always seems to be 
involved down there. It’s fun to watch. It’s definitely hard to defend. We’re 
happy to have him on our side.” 

Dadonov’s longest shot for a goal came in overtime against Dallas when 
he fired the winner from 12 feet after Nicolas Roy created a turnover 
below the goal line. 

His backhand goal late in the second period against Seattle on Tuesday 
was officially listed in the play by play as being the same distance as his 
goal against Dallas despite the fact the puck lay in the crease before 
Dadonov knocked it in. 

In Saturday’s victory over the Canucks, Dadonov quietly slipped in to 
backhand a shot on a five-on-three advantage from 8 feet away. He later 
finished off a two-on-one break with winger Mark Stone from in tight. 

“He just makes my game easier,” Dadonov said of Stone. “He does a lot 
of good things on the ice.” 

Dadonov’s goals also have been timely. His goal against Seattle tied the 
score at 2 and was the first of three straight by the Knights en route to 
the victory. 

He ignited the offense in the most recent game against Vancouver with a 
goal late in the first period, then added an important insurance goal in the 
third. 

”It’s hard to live up to contracts when you’re paid to score goals. There’s 
a lot of scrutiny around that,” DeBoer said. “Why I like him is he doesn’t 
cheat you defensively in order to score those goals. He made a play the 
other night, goalie out, won a battle against a defenseman a foot taller 
and 50 pounds heavier to get a puck out of our end. Those are the kind 
of things when your goal scorers are doing things like that, that’s winning 
hockey.” 
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Golden Knights lose player to NHL’s COVID-19 protocols 

 

By Ben Gotz 

 

COVID-19 has crept into the Golden Knights’ season for the second time. 

The Knights announced left wing William Carrier entered the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocols Monday after missing the previous two games for 
non-COVID reasons. He is the second player on the team to enter the 
protocols this season after left wing Mattias Janmark.  

The Knights are fully vaccinated and have had far fewer issues with the 
virus compared to last year. In their seventh game last season their 
entire NHL coaching staff needed to quarantine during a 5-4 shootout 
loss to the St Louis Blues. The team didn’t play again for 10 days. The 
Knights also had numerous games rescheduled throughout the season. 

This year, Janmark was the team’s first player to enter the protocols the 
day before the Oct. 12 opener after getting COVID-19. He didn’t skate 
with the Knights again until Oct. 21 and said weeks later, on Nov. 10, that 
he was still working on his conditioning. 

Carrier, 26, has two goals and two assists in 11 games this season. He 
missed the first two games of the year because he was in concussion 
protocol after getting kicked in the head by the skate of Colorado 
Avalanche defenseman Kurtis MacDermid in a preseason game. 

Martinez update 

Defenseman Alec Martinez was still being evaluated Monday for what 
coach Pete DeBoer called a “nasty cut” from the skate of Minnesota left 
wing Brandon Duhaime. 

Martinez was struck by Duhaime’s skate in the face Thursday. He did not 
play Saturday against the Vancouver Canucks and will not play Tuesday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes, DeBoer said. DeBoer added the team 
was optimistic Martinez’s injury is not “long term.” 

“They’ve got to go through the process of making sure that there’s not 
anything more there,” DeBoer said. “That it is just a cut. And that’s what 
we’re hopeful of.” 

Roy’s rise no surprise 

Center Nicolas Roy has been one of the Knights’ most improved players 
this season, with five points in six games since ascending ascending to 
first-line center. 

It hasn’t surprised the teammates that have played against him in the 
past. Defenseman Nic Hague and right wing Keegan Kolesar, who lost to 
Roy and the Charlotte Checkers in the American Hockey League’s 
Calder Cup Final in 2019, said he was tremendous in the series. 

Roy had three goals and an assist in Charlotte’s five-game victory. 

“I remember I wanted to take him out, that’s for sure,” Kolesar said. “He’s 
playing a huge part right now for our team. I think everyone’s got an 
elevated role, and he’s really taken off with his.” 
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Dadonov settling into goal-scoring role Golden Knights had envisioned 

 

By Justin Emerson  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 16, 2021 

 

 

Over the summer, when the Golden Knights traded for Evgenii Dadonov, 
a consistent 25-goal scorer not too long ago, they were likely envisioning 
many games like Saturday against the Canucks. 

Dadonov had arguably the best of his 15 games in Vegas, scoring twice, 
assisting on another, and playing strong defense. It took some time for 
the goals to come, but now that they’re here, we’re seeing the player the 
Golden Knights targeted with hopes he could become a lethal member of 
their rotation. 

In three seasons in Florida, Dadonov had 28, 28 and 25 goals. He dipped 
to 13 in his lone year in Ottawa last season, but Vegas was confident the 
32-year-old winger would rebound, and traded for him. 

Early returns, as they are for many players entering a new team in a new 
system, were not great. He had no goals and one assist in his first five 
games, then scored in back-to-back games, but even then those were an 
empty-net goal and one at 3-on-3 overtime. His next five games came 
with just one assist, bringing his 12-game total to just four points — none 
on the power play and no goals at 5-on-5. 

“Like all goal-scorers, he’s a streaky guy. They come in bunches,” coach 
Pete DeBoer said. “When I look back the first dozen games, he easily 
could have had three or four more on that total too.” 

This homestand may prove to be a turning point. He netted his first 5-on-
5 goal last week against the Kraken, a momentum-shifting tally that tied 
the game with 16 seconds left in the second period. Vegas went on to 
win 4-2. 

Then Saturday, he was buzzing. He scored the Golden Knights’ first goal 
of the game on the power play, putting himself in the right position to 
backhand home a rebound on the 5-on-3. He had a gorgeous pass to set 
up Jake Leschyshyn’s first NHL goal, then finished a 2-on-1 with Mark 
Stone for his second of the game. 

“He’s got experience, he knows how to play in this league, he’s been 
here a long time,” forward Keegan Kolesar said. “Instinctively he’s always 
thinking offense. Maybe before the puck wasn’t going in for him, but now 
it seems like he’s getting a good chance every game and he’s making 
good of it.” 

The Golden Knights insist he hadn’t been struggling, just that the goals 
weren’t coming, and the numbers back that up. Entering Saturday’s 
game he was third on the team in individual expected goals at 5-on-5 
(2.4), as measured by natural Stat Trick of the quality and quantity of 
scoring chances he had. He was also driving play as well as anyone, as 
the scoring chances Vegas created with him on the ice (103) trailed only 
Shea Theodore, Alex Pietrangelo and Jonathan Marchessault. 

It's frustrating, though, when a player brought in to finish chances isn’t 
finishing. His shooting percentage of 3.6% was a fraction of his career 
14.4% rate, and his 28 shots on goal were fourth on the team. Every 
number you look at predicted some positive regression, which came in 
the form of his strong game against the Canucks. 

“It’s hard to live up to contracts when you’re paid to score goals,” DeBoer 
said. “There’s a lot of scrutiny around that, and sometimes what gets lost 
is a lot of the other little things that he’s doing.” 

Dadonov does have a fairly hefty contract — $5 million cap hit for this 
season and next. He and backup goalie Laurent Brossoit ($2.3 million) 
were essentially who Vegas traded goalie Marc-Andre Fleury for, using 
his departed $7 million salary to acquire both. 

There’s no question the Golden Knights are relying on Dadonov to score. 
Two years in a row the offense has dried up in the playoffs, leading to a 
third-round exit. When Dadonov is on, he’s one of the best finishers in 
the game, and arguably behind only Max Pacioretty as the best pure 
scorer on the Golden Knights. 

He’s been up and down the lineup with all the injuries Vegas has had, but 
settled in next to the returning Stone on Saturday, and based on 

Monday’s practice will play with him again tonight when the Golden 
Knights take on the Hurricanes. On paper it’s a perfect match — a 
finisher with a playmaker. 

Where Dadonov plays when everyone is healthy is a question for later in 
the season, but he’ll be expected to fill the net wherever he is. That’s why 
Vegas got him. 

“If and when we get healthy and add some of the people back that are 
sitting out, I think he’s going to consistently score all year,” DeBoer said. 
“That’s what we’re expecting.” 
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Who Will Win a Stanley Cup First, Jack Eichel or Connor McDavid? 

 

By Owen Krepps  

 

Before they were even in the National Hockey League together, Jack 
Eichel and Connor McDavid have been compared to each other. Similar 
to Sidney Crosby and Alex Ovechkin, the two superstars have been 
pinned up against each other as top young players that the NHL markets 
around. 

Both were in the same 2015 NHL Draft class together. The Edmonton 
Oilers and Buffalo Sabres both knew they were getting a franchise center 
and generational talent no matter who selected who. 

It has been seven years since then and Connor McDavid now has 600 
points in his NHL career with the Oilers. Things are a little bit different on 
Jack Eichel’s end. After a rift between the Sabres and Eichel regarding 
his injury status, Eichel requested a trade.  

On November 4, 2021, Eichel was traded to the Vegas Golden Knights in 
a much anticipated blockbuster deal. With Eichel now on the Golden 
Knights, which are in the same division as McDavid’s Oilers, what does 
this mean for the Eichel/McDavid player rivalry? 

Last Friday, Eichel underwent successful artificial disk replacement 
surgery which will keep him out at least until after the NHL’s Olympic 
Break in February 2022. The Oilers and Golden Knights have three 
matchups against one another remaining in the regular season. But the 
only reasonable date on which we could see Eichel vs McDavid is April 
16th in Edmonton. 

However, there is a good chance that the two players could meet in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, an area in which neither player has succeeded.  

McDavid’s Oilers have made the postseason three times but have only 
made it past the first round once. Eichel has never played in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. The Golden Knights and Oilers have never played each 
other in a playoff series as well. 

With both the Oilers and Golden Knights looking like Stanley Cup 
contenders, and both McDavid and Eichel in their prime, who will win a 
Cup first? Connor McDavid or Jack Eichel? 

The Case For Connor McDavid 

I think we can all agree that Connor McDavid is the better overall player 
compared to Eichel. But at the end of the day, hockey is a team sport 
and I am willing to bet that McDavid would trade in all of his major NHL 
awards for a Stanley Cup. 

The Oilers are off to a solid start in 2021-22 with McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl leading the way. They are on pace for 158 and 181 points 
respectively which is absolutely insane. But do McDavid and Draisaitl 
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need to “change up their game” to win in the playoffs as former NHL 
coach John Tortorella suggests? 

We will have to wait until this year’s playoffs to see, but all signs are 
pointing towards the Oilers to make the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. They 
currently sit first in the Pacific Division standings with 22 points and 
McDavid and Drasiatal will continue to score. 

The Oilers’ shot at the Stanley Cup 

Going anywhere in the playoffs is the real question. History has not been 
kind to the Oiler’s recent playoff efforts. Last season they failed to win a 
playoff game and were swept by the Winnipeg Jets. They have missed 
the playoffs in two of McDavid’s years on the team, and if you count their 
loss to the Chicago Blackhawks in the 2020 qualifying round, then that 
number goes up to three.  

Depth scoring, goaltending, and defense have troubled the Oilers in their 
recent playoff runs. McDavid and Draisaitl performed well in the playoffs 
last season both scoring at least a point per game. But the scoring drop-
off was duly noted as Zack Kassian was tied for third in Oiler’s playoff 
scoring last season. 

We have seen the depth scoring for the Oilers improve this season with 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Jesse Puljujarvi, and newcomer Zach Hyman 
contributing. The defense has also taken an interesting direction with 
Cody Ceci and Duncan Keith being brought in and Tyson Barrie 
returning. 

Goaltending is still a question mark for the Oilers as this season they are 
going with Mikko Koskinen, Mike Smith, and Stuart Skinner. Smith has 
once again found himself on injured reserve, and at 39 years old, you 
have to wonder if he is anywhere near a Stanley Cup caliber goaltender. 
The same goes for Koskinen. 

Once more it looks like the Oilers will be a team that will only go as far as 
McDavid and Draisaitl can take them in the playoffs. But with an 
improved overall roster from last season, the issues that have haunted 
the Oilers in years past could begin to fade and the Oilers could go on a 
run as soon as this spring. 

The Case for Jack Eichel 

Eichel is joining a loaded Golden Knights roster that has tons of playoff 
experience. Salary cap issues aside, Eichel will be added to a lineup that 
features Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, Shea Theodore, Alex Pietrangelo, 
Robin Lehner, and the misfit line of William Karlsson, Reilly Smith, and 
Jonathan Marchessault. 

To put in perspective just how geared up the Golden Knights are for a 
long playoff run, Eichel will be the third Golden Knight that was once a 
former captain of another NHL team. He joins Alex Pietrangelo and Max 
Pacioretty in that regard. 

As we all know too well, injuries have been a cause for concern for the 
Golden Knights so far this season. But by the time the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs come around, the Golden Knights should have key players like 
Pacioretty, Karlsson, and Eichel himself back in the lineup. 

In the team’s five years of existence, the Golden Knights have seven 
playoff series wins. It seems as if the Golden Knights are right on the 
cusp of winning their first-ever Stanley Cup in franchise history, and Jack 
Eichel may be the missing piece the team needs. 

The Golden Knights’ shot at the Stanley Cup 

Until Eichel and company are able to return, the main focus of the 
Golden Knights will be to improve on the other areas of their game. The 
Golden Knight’s depth scoring has been stellar lately with guys like 
Nicolas Roy and Chandler Stephenson stepping up. Goaltending is 
another area where the Golden Knights are strong as Robin Lehner has 
been Vezina-level this season. 

It will be interesting to see how head coach Peter DeBoer and the 
Golden Knights handle their players coming back from injury. General 

manager Kelly McCrimmon might have to make some moves in order to 
get underneath the NHL Salary Cap. 

But if you were to ask me right now which team would win in a seven-
game series I would go with the Golden Knights. They simply have the 
Oilers beat in just about every single category. While the Oilers have the 
far better single players with McDavid and Draisaitl, two players can not 
singlehandedly win a team trophy.  

The Golden Knights have an offensively balanced lineup with some 
weapons on the defensive side of things to compliment them. Lehner is 
one of the best goaltenders in the league. Eichel has not even laced up 
the skates for the Golden Knights yet. 

As of 2021-22, I think it is safe to say that Jack Eichel currently has a 
better shot at getting his first Stanley Cup than Connor McDavid does. 
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William Carrier Enters COVID Protocol, Alec Martinez to Miss Another 
Game 

 

By Owen Krepps Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Saturday night Mark Stone returned to the Vegas Golden Knights after 
missing twelve games with a lower-body injury. But if you thought the 
Golden Knights injury crisis was ending then you are in for a rude 
awakening. 

Today at Golden Knights practice William Carrier, Alec Martinez, 
Chandler Stephenson, and Mattias Janmark were notable absences. 
Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer confirmed that Stephenson 
and Janmark had maintenance days Monday. 

The Golden Knights rotated only three forward lines in practice as a 
result. 

Carrier, who has four points in eleven games, has not been confirmed to 
have COVID-19 but he will likely be unavailable tomorrow night against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Martinez remains out after taking a skate to the face in last Thursday’s 
game against the Minnesota Wild. He required 50 stitches for a facial 
laceration and his timetable for a return is unknown. 

Martinez and Carrier join Max Pacioretty, William Karlsson, Zach 
Whitecloud, Nolan Patrick, and of course, Jack Eichel as Golden Knights 
players on the shelf. 

The video of Martinez taking the skate to the face is below; viewer 
discretion is advised! 

Alec Martinez went to the dressing room after this skate blade appeared 
to catch him up high. pic.twitter.com/udlwavl2Kr 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) November 12, 2021 
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Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf on verge of 1,000-point milestone 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | PUBLISHED: November 15, 2021 at 3:19 p.m. | 
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IRVINE — Trevor Zegras laughed, the sort of response young people 
often make when they can’t begin to fathom something so far beyond 
their comprehension. Mason McTavish didn’t laugh, but he did smile and 
shake his head, almost as if he had difficulty processing the information. 

Two of the youngest Ducks each said they had trouble imagining the 
milestone their eldest teammate was on the verge of reaching. Ryan 
Getzlaf, the Ducks’ longtime captain, is one point shy of 1,000 for his 
career, having already broken the franchise scoring record earlier this 
season. 

“It’s a lot of points. It’s a lot of points,” said Zegras, a 20-year-old rookie 
center, repeating himself for emphasis after Getzlaf notched his 998th 
and 999th points in the Ducks’ victory over the Vancouver Canucks on 
Sunday. Said McTavish, an 18-year-old rookie right wing: “It’s pretty 
crazy.” 

Zegras has 21 points in 38 career games in his budding NHL career. 

McTavish has three points in seven games so far. 

If he does record a goal or an assist in Tuesday’s game against the 
Washington Capitals, then Getzlaf, 36, will reach the milestone in front of 
Ducks royalty. Paul Kariya and Teemu Selanne are scheduled to be at 
Honda Center to honor another franchise icon: Recently-retired team 
executive David McNab. 

Getzlaf has sizzled recently, recording six assists in the past three 
games, including two during the Ducks’ 5-1 win on Sunday. He almost 
had a third assist against the Canucks, which would have been his 
1,000th point, but Troy Terry missed an empty net in the final moments of 
the game. 

Overall, Getzlaf is the NHL’s 11th-leading scorer with 17 points going into 
Monday’s games around the league, matching his total for all of last 
season in 32 fewer games. He is third in assists with 16, one behind co-
leaders Connor McDavid and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins of the Edmonton 
Oilers. 

Getzlaf’s ice time has increased to an average of 19:44, up from his 
career average of 19:31. 

If the Ducks’ plan was to reduce Getzlaf’s role and his ice time in his 17th 
season, and there was plenty of discussion about doing so, then he’s 
gone and wrecked it. Getzlaf has secured the top-line center spot by 
playing some of his best and most inspired hockey in several seasons. 

“He’s got a ton of good hockey left in him,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins 
said. “He’s playing very well. I keep saying to him, ‘Hey, at your age, your 
minutes are supposed to go away from your age, not closer to it.’ In the 
end, that’s his fault. It’s his fault that his minutes are getting closer to his 
age because he’s playing that well.” 

Getzlaf’s union with wingers Terry and Adam Henrique hasn’t made 
anyone with a long enough memory forget the magic Kariya and Selanne 
created with center Steve Rucchin back in the day, but they have done 
some heavy lifting in leading the Ducks to a seven-game winning streak. 

Terry has a team-leading 11 goals and 20 points, all during a 14-game 
scoring streak that’s tied with Getzlaf for the fourth-longest in franchise 
history, and Henrique has six goals and 13 points. Terry has matched his 
career high for points he set last season in 48 games. 

Getzlaf has seemed rejuvenated after signing a one-season contract 
worth $4.5 million. He said he returned to the Ducks in order to rid 
himself of the memory of last season, when the coronavirus pandemic 
wreaked havoc with everything he held dear about the game he loved. 

In fact, he’s looked and played like he’s 26 rather than 36, and he’s laid 
waste to any notions that it was a mistake to re-sign him. 

“I think as you get on in your career you start to really understand that, 
‘Hey, today is a special day and I’m really going to grasp it, and I’m going 
to enjoy it, and I’m going to give it my best,’” Eakins said. “Not that he 

wasn’t doing that before, but I think it ups the ante as you move on in 
your career.” 
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‘I’m starving’: With the surging Ducks entering a tough stretch of games, 
Trevor Zegras looks to be heating up 

 

By Eric Stephens Nov 15, 2021  

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – “Let’s go get another one, dude. I’m hungry. I’m 
starving.” 

This was Trevor Zegras, wearing a microphone for the Ducks telecast as 
he played against Vancouver on Sunday, crowing to Sonny Milano after 
the two lit up Honda Center with a spectacular play. This came after he 
earlier scored his second goal of the night, and after he unleashed a 
missile of a one-timer during the last of a four-minute power play for a 
goal that erased a first-period deficit. 

Talk about a Sunday night feast. 

The Ducks continued their roll, which is opening eyes all around the NHL, 
dispatching Vancouver 5-1 to extend their winning streak to seven 
games. It is the longest streak since they won 11 in a row from Feb. 13 to 
March 5, 2016. The irony is that until Sunday, they had won all those 
games without Zegras scoring a single point. 

Two of those games took place with the rookie center sidelined due to an 
injury. But it looked as if the 20-year-old was pressing a bit since getting 
a goal and assist in Vegas on Oct. 29, a game in which Anaheim’s 
second consecutive erasure of a three-goal deficit in an eventual loss 
proved to be the ironic launching point for this run. Three games ended 
without him putting a shot on goal. Adding to that, he got banged into the 
glass by Montreal’s Cedric Paquette and slew-footed by New Jersey’s 
P.K. Subban – incidents that both drew discipline from the NHL. 

The slump Zegras was in – if you can call four scoreless outings a slump 
– ended forcefully Sunday when he took Hampus Lindholm’s pass and 
ripped a searing shot past Canucks goalie Jaroslav Halak. It’s hard to 
imagine, but it was his first power-play point in the first 38 NHL games 
he’s played with the Ducks. 

But this night wasn’t just about shaking a cold spell. Two minutes into the 
second, the Ducks gained another power play and their fourth-ranked 
unit overwhelmed Vancouver’s league-worst penalty kill. Zegras smelled 
a rebound created by Ryan Getzlaf’s shot and deposited the puck in the 
Canucks’ net, giving him his first two-goal game. 

Zegras still had a sweet dessert ahead of him. He jumped back into his 
usual playmaker mode near the midpoint of the period. First, he had to 
collect Cam Fowler’s lob pass at the Vancouver blue line. Second, 
Zegras sensed that he had a teammate crossing behind him while having 
Canucks forward Elias Pettersson back on his heels. Third, he went spin-
o-rama to his backhand to find that mate in the open space. 

That partner was Milano, who completed the gorgeous play with an 
equally skillful forehand-to-backhand move in stride for the night’s 
highlight-reel moment. The two, who have worked out and skated 
together in their native New York during the offseason, have shown great 
chemistry off the rush. 

“I saw him before I got the puck at the blue line,” Zegras said. “So, I knew 
he was in that area and ended up going to him. Pretty good move in tight, 
I’d say. Kind of just took a guess, if that makes any sense.” 

All that remained was the possibility of Zegras getting his first NHL hat 
trick. When Canucks coach Travis Green pulled Halak for an extra 
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attacker with over three minutes left, that raised the excitement level 
among the announced 11,892 in attendance and all others watching at 
home. 

The Ducks did get that empty-net goal — from Adam Henrique. Zegras 
never got the chance as he didn’t see the ice again. Anaheim coach 
Dallas Eakins, who has gone to what’s become a lucky gray suit during 
this seven-game run, said he thought about putting Zegras on the ice. 

It was on the youngster’s mind. “Isn’t that sad?” Zegras said to Troy Terry 
on the bench. “Isn’t that sad? I’ve never had a hat trick in my entire life.” 

“But the thing is that we’re about team,” Eakins said. “And I would love 
that young man to put one in an empty net and have a hat trick, but we 
want to get really comfortable locking down these games with certain 
guys. If we’re down in a game, hey, Z’s going to see a lot of ice. Right 
now in his career, we’ve got other guys that, their jobs are to lock this 
down and they did a hell of a job of it. That last five minutes, six minutes 
was impressive what we did there. 

“There’ll be a time for that. But tonight just wasn’t the time. We really 
wanted to lock that game down for confidence-wise, for a reference point 
and for our goalie.” 

Zegras will get other opportunities. The important thing is that the center 
got going on the power play by uncorking a great one-time shot that’s 
among the many things in his arsenal. He has been determined to use it 
more. 

“It’s definitely something I’m trying to add to my game because I feel like 
you can be all that more dangerous when they know you can shoot,” 
Zegras said. “Maybe give you a little bit more respect on the half-wall, 
then maybe lanes will open up for passing. But who doesn’t want to 
score goals and be able to shoot the puck? It’s definitely something I’ve 
been working on.” 

Last week’s win in Seattle seemed to foretell Sunday’s career night. 
While he didn’t record an official shot on goal, Zegras did have a 
breakaway chance in which he beat Kraken goalie Philipp Grubauer on 
but not the post. 

“I think he presses always,” Eakins said. “There is an expectation with 
that young man to produce. And this is no different than any young 
player, so I don’t want it to think that we’re just talking about Z. He puts a 
lot of emphasis on his point production for his team. Not for him. For his 
team. He has an expectation that is what he’s going to provide. The thing 
that we’re really trying to get through to him – and he is learning from it – 
is that on the nights that you maybe can’t get a goal up on the 
scoreboard, you can do the same by denying one. It has the exact same 
effect on the scoreboard. You save a goal or have a part in disrupting a 
goal, it’s the exact same thing as scoring one. He’s getting much better 
there. 

“But he’s getting his looks again. When those things are happening, you 
know it’s coming. And, tonight, he’s rewarded. The power-play goal, I’ve 
watched him already take about 2,000 one-timers from that spot. He 
might have to take 8,000 more for that to be a regular occurrence. But 
that’s OK. We have ice every day. He works on it every day. He’s a kid 
that sees the ice very well. But he’s really trying to add that to his bag. 
Good night for him to step up when we needed it.” 

The Ducks are offering up all sorts of promise as they move into a tough 
stretch of games, with Washington and Carolina left on the homestand 
this week before a two-game trip to Nashville and Colorado heading into 
Thanksgiving. The thing with the Ducks’ streak is that it hasn’t been all 
smoke and mirrors, and it was moving along without Zegras at center of 
it. 

The Ducks are getting contributions from all over the roster. And the 
hottest players among them aren’t cooling off. Ryan Getzlaf had two 
more assists to give him six over his last three games and 17 points in 
his 16 games, pushing his career total to 999 – in what was ironically the 
Ducks’ 999th win as a franchise. The milestone 1,000 could come on 
Tuesday against Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals. John Gibson has 

allowed two or fewer goals in five of his last six starts, all of which he’s 
won to tie a career-best win streak. 

Of course, there is Troy Terry, who pushed his point streak to 14 games 
with an assist. The only players to have had a longer point streak with 
Anaheim are Getzlaf, Teemu Selanne and Corey Perry. Now it’s hard to 
fathom that the Ducks can keep this up individually and collectively. But 
Terry has busted out and now Zegras might be following him. At 20 
years, 239 days, Zegras became the youngest Ducks player to get three 
or more points in a game since Fowler (19 years, 331 days) did it in 
2011. 

“It’s kind of a proud father sort of moment,” Fowler said. “We’ve always 
had nothing but high expectations for those guys. With myself and Getz 
and ‘Rique and all these guys that have been here, we understand how 
hard it is to really get your feet under you in this league. You’ve seen 
signs of it over the last couple of years with Troy and what he’s been able 
to do. What he’s accomplishing right now is something that we’re all 
super proud of and he’s should be proud of as well. 

“The main thing is for us we feel like we have multiple guys on multiple 
lines who can do that and can be a threat every night. That’s the main 
reason why we’ve been able to sustain this. This balanced scoring and 
four lines that other teams have to be concerned about. Really happy for 
Troy. It’s an incredible accomplishment. Hopefully, those guys continue 
to play with confidence.” 

Many are still coming around when it comes to who Trevor Zegras is and 
what he’s all about. For those already in the know, they see someone 
who can be the magnetic star Anaheim needs to carve out a slice of 
relevance in a league that’s often still focused around the Original Six 
and dudes named Ovechkin, Crosby and McDavid. 

Zegras doesn’t mind making a bold statement, like before the World 
Juniors gold medal game when he boldly put out that Canada hadn’t 
played a team like the United States. He’ll chirp opposing players. He 
has conversations with officials. He’ll talk about the hat trick that remains 
elusive. He talks. And talks. And talks. 

Is there a time when he doesn’t? 

“That’s a good question,” Fowler said. “He’s a vocal kid. He’s got a lot of 
personality and that’s not something that we ever want to take away from 
him. That can be used as a positive for us, guys that have been around 
for a while. A little bolt of energy in our locker room. Z’s a passionate kid 
and brings that passion into the locker room and on the ice. That’s his 
personality and we certainly embrace that. Yeah, there’s not many times 
where he’s at a loss for words. Let’s just say that.” 

After the game, Zegras said he had to remind himself that he was mic’d 
up. He had fun with it. It won’t be the last time a producer wants to get his 
voice on a telecast. 

“Most of the stuff I said, I’m kind of just messing around,” Zegras said. “I 
was definitely a little hungry out there for sure.” 

On Sunday, the Ducks’ swashbuckling rookie was heard. Loud and clear. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.16.2021 
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From rookies to partners, Mikey Anderson and Tobias Bjornfot excelling 
for Kings 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Todd McLellan was quick this morning to dish credit where credit is due. 

“That’s Trent Yawney,” he said. 
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The answer was in reference to a question about the pairing of Tobias 
Bjornfot and Mikey Anderson, put together right at the start of the Kings 
seven-game winning streak and a constant from that point on. 

Anderson and Bjornfot played with more experienced partners last 
season – Anderson with Drew Doughty and Bjornfot with Matt Roy. With 
Doughty out of the lineup for an extended period of time and Sean 
Walker out for the season, a pair of openings were created on the right 
side of the blueline. 

During the 2020-21 campaign, with both players in their first full seasons 
at the NHL level, having that experience alongside them was almost a 
prerequisite. Putting two rookies, then aged 19 and 21, on the ice 
together for an extended run seemed unthinkable. Presently, however, 
the situation has dictated change for the Kings, and while this pairing 
may not have been the first thought for the coaching staff, it turned out to 
be a great one. 

And, on that front, cue Yawney’s influence. 

Yawney felt that Anderson was the right player to move over to the right 
side, with the Kings facing an alignment on the backend that includes five 
left-shot defensemen compared to just one who shoots right. The 
assistant coach also felt confident in the pairing of Bjornfot and 
Anderson, the team’s two youngest defensemen, after Bjornfot got back 
on track after a slow start to the season. 

“Yawns felt something there, he felt comfortable putting Mikey on the 
right side,” McLellan said this morning. “Toby, it took him a little while to 
get going during the season, but Yawns had a real good talk with Toby, 
we’ve talked about that numerous times. As Toby came out of it, 
[Yawney] felt those two would complement each other and play real 
well.” 

Complement each other they have. 

Since they were united as a pairing back in late-October, Anderson and 
Bjornfot have surrendered exactly one goal at 5-on-5, compared to ten in 
their favor. The pairing is on the positive side of seemingly every puck 
possession and offensive opportunity metric, showcasing that the Kings 
are possessing the puck with the two on the ice, and keeping it out of 
their net when they don’t have the puck. 

In some ways, it’s an odd union, placing the soft-spoken Bjornfot 
alongside the effectively communicating Anderson. 

Anderson’s communication skills have been praised by both McLellan 
and Doughty. Bjornfot is reserved in nature, and certainly not known for 
being a loud individual. Perhaps though, that’s why the pairing has 
meshed well. Bjornfot has referenced multiple times how he and 
Anderson have gotten to know each other pretty well, and that’s perhaps 
led to an increased comfort level for him with his new partner. 

For his part, Anderson is doing his best to draw that conversation out of 
Bjornfot, though doing so to Doughty’s level might be impossible. 

“He’s not a loud guy to begin with, so it’s hard to try and get him to talk, 
but I think he’s starting to come out a little bit more,” Anderson said. 
“Having some confidence, he’s playing well right now, it helps him to be a 
little bit more vocal, but I’ll keep making fun of him trying to get him to be 
as loud as Drew, but we all know that’s not going to happen. He’s been 
playing great, he’s easy to play with…I love playing with him.” 

So, on the ice, what has worked so well for the young duo? 

For Bjornfot, he’s really focused on improving the offensive side of his 
game, adopting a more aggressive mindset that’s led to increased 
offensive opportunities for both him and the Kings. Bjornfot has made a 
concerted effort to join the rush more and called that the part of his game 
where he feels he’s made the most progress from last year to this year. 

“Probably my offensive side of the game, getting more involved, trying to 
jump up in the rush more and being a threat,” he said, when asked about 
his areas of growth. 

Like McLellan, Bjornfot referenced that conversation he had with Yawney 
as being a turning point with regards to his aggression. His head coach 
described his style at the beginning of the year as “half in, half out” as it 
relates to his assertiveness. Not at all a reference to his commitment 
level, but rather to his style of play. He had all the tools to thrive in the 
Kings aggressive mindset, but he wasn’t using his skating to his 
advantage enough in the early goings. 

In the Kings 3-2 win over Buffalo last month, we really started to see that 
change. The young defenseman had two assists in that game, the first 
multi-point game of his NHL career. His play on the game-winning goal 
was a perfect indication of the steps he made. He showed the aggressive 
mindset to join the rush as the trailer, his skating ability to power to the 
outside and create space, and his poise on the puck to outwait a 
defenseman and slide a pass to Alex Iafallo for the go-ahead goal. 

“I’m trying to join the rush as much as I can and trying to just play my 
game,” Bjornfot said after that victory. “[The coaches] have said to me, 
‘be a more offensive threat’ and play your game, use your skating. That’s 
what I’m trying to do.” 

Bjornfot threads the needle finding Iafallo!!!!#GoKingsGo | @LAKings 
pic.twitter.com/CDzwd9sYdO 

— Bally Sports West (@BallySportWest) October 31, 2021 

His new partner has noticed the same thing. 

“He’s got great legs, he loves to skate, loves to join the rush if he can,” 
Anderson said of Bjornfot. “He’s been more involved offensively, which is 
what everyone wants him to do. A guy like me, I try to help him out, try 
and be a good partner for him, talk a lot, and encourage him to produce 
offense and help pick up Walks and Drew’s offense that is missing right 
now.” 

When it comes to Anderson, for as impressive as he’s been in his first 75 
games at the NHL level, there was still that “Drew Doughty’s Partner” 
label attached to him, though rather unfairly so in a lot of ways. 

Anderson was a natural fit alongside Doughty last season, proving to be 
one of the team’s most successful storylines as a 21-year-old 
defenseman playing first-pairing minutes. With Doughty out, Anderson 
moved to the third pairing in the next game, before eventually finding a 
home on the right side, playing with Bjornfot. 

Switching sides presented its own set of challenges, though Anderson 
played the right during his time at Minnesota Duluth, where he won two 
national championships at the collegiate level. The well-spoken blueliner 
described the differences in coming around the net, having to position his 
body differently to both make and receive passes, as well as the 
differences in angles when defending on the rush. The adjustment, to the 
naked eye, has felt fairly seamless. 

With the strides in Bjornfot’s game offensively, it’s lent itself well to 
Anderson’s “take care of his own end” mentality. Last season, the Kings 
allowed nearly seven fewer attempts with Anderson on the ice than off it, 
on a per-60 minute basis. This season, the team around him has been 
better, but he still slots in at more than five fewer attempts per-60 
minutes. 

Those natural defensive abilities are evident, but Anderson has also 
embraced the team’s more aggressive mindset. McLellan told us that the 
Minnesota native has always asserted himself well defensively, but 
specifically in the Kings win over Ottawa, he began to show that same 
aggression towards the offensive end as well. 

Anderson jumped into the rush at times, had a couple of good 
opportunities, and has shown he has more than just good defensive 
instincts. Let’s not pencil him in for Doughty’s offensive totals just yet, but 
there’s more than just a stay-at-home skillset to Anderson’s game. 

How it’s all blended together has been a remarkably effective pairing. No 
duo has played more minutes together this season at even strength than 
Anderson and Bjornfot. While Matt Roy leads all defensemen in time on 
ice since Doughty’s injury, from a pairing perspective, it’s been Bjornfot – 
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Anderson at the top of the charts. When the play is at five-a-side, they’ve 
been over the boards frequently and have turned some heads in doing 
so. 

As the Kings continue to await Doughty’s return – estimated around eight 
weeks from October 27 by Kings General Manager Rob Blake – seeing 
that strong play continue from the team’s youngest pairing will be 
paramount. And, from the sounds of it, that continuing will only serve to 
increase the role provided to Bjornfot and Anderson moving forward. 

“They’ve been good that way,” McLellan added. “Their minutes have 
gone up, their ability to check has been really, really strong. They’re a 
really good pair right now, there’s no other way to put it.” 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 11.16.2021 
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Practice Notebook – Protocol Update, Organizational Depth, Trust, 
Kopitar’s TOI, Danault’s Trade 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Home Sweet Home, Insiders! 

The LA Kings were back on the ice this morning at Toyota Sports 
Performance Center, after yesterday’s team off day. 

We saw one familiar face on the ice today in forward Gabe Vilardi, but we 
did not see Viktor Arvidsson. Vilardi and Arvidsson are both “out of 
protocol” per Todd McLellan, yet neither have been officially added back 
to the active roster. Arvidsson was “sick” today, per McLellan, resulting in 
his absence. 

“Arvy didn’t skate today, he’s sick, so I don’t know where he’ll be,” 
McLellan said, following practice. “The rest, we’ll figure out as we go. It’s 
hard not to reward the group that’s playing right now, although we’ve got 
to think about the talent level that’s sitting out and who those guys might 
be. We’ll have some tough decisions to make, moving forward, and we’ll 
make them. I can’t tell you what they will be right now.” 

Also skating in a regular jersey was forward Lias Andersson, who moved 
from a non-contact jersey to a full-contact one in the final practice of the 
team’s recent road trip. A good sign that Andersson too is closing in on a 
return to the lineup. 

The team made some roster moves over the last two days, with the duo 
of Kale Clague and Austin Strand assigned to the AHL, and then recalled 
24 hours later, in cap-saving maneuvers. Both were on the ice today. 
Additionally, forward TJ Tynan was assigned to the Ontario Reign with 
the defensemen yesterday, though he was not recalled today. Tynan will 
head back to the AHL, where he tallied 13 points (3-10-13) from eight 
games played earlier this season. 

With all that now behind us, here’s how the Kings lined up this morning – 

Kempe – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Grundstrom – Kupari – Moore 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Vilardi, Andersson 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Strand 

Quick / Petersen 

The group didn’t really take a ton of line rushes today and when they did, 
the players in white jerseys were mixed, considering eight of them. The 
units listed above were the lines we saw in Winnipeg on Saturday, with 
Andersson and Vilardi listed as extras. That’s not to say though that we 
won’t see either of them, or Arvidsson for that matter, included in 
Wednesday’s lineup against Washington. Plenty to be sorted over the 
next 48 hours. 

What makes things more challenging here is that none of the 12 players 
who played on Saturday have shown that they should come out of the 
lineup. None have played their way out, in fact some have played their 
way in. That’s a great problem to have in the grander scheme of things. 
McLellan had this to say when asked about having three NHL players 
ready to integrate back in, and 12 forwards playing like they don’t want to 
come out. 

“We have an American League team that’s playing extremely well right 
now too, so I would start there,” McLellan said. “That is – those three 
factors, the two you talked about and the one I did – a sign that the 
organization has done a good job of building up the prospect pool. 
Development has done a pretty good job of bringing these players up, 
the American League team has done a good job of developing them and 
handing them off, and our group is evolving here. The depth in the 
organization is not only player-wise, but it’s all these other people who 
are handling the players, they’ve done a really good job as well. The best 
thing you can have in an organization is competition. There can’t just be 
jobs handed out for the sake of handing them out, it’s everywhere right 
now. It’s here, it’s the players in between, it’s the players entering the 
American League. You’ve got to bring it day in and day out.” 

Notes – 

Brain Trust 

Building off of the quote above, McLellan also expanded a bit on players 
earning the trust of the coaching staff, especially looking at those in the 
bottom six. 

If you think about it, there’s two levels to that equation, with McLellan 
touching on both. First, those players have earned the trust of McLellan 
and his staff, meriting less shortening of the bench in key situations. 
Secondly, their play in those situations has been at a level of meriting 
more ice time, not less. Both have factored in a bit here for the Kings on 
their eight-game point streak. 

“Yeah, of course we do, we feel way better about putting them on the ice, 
but it’s not as much the coaching staff changing as the players have 
created that trust,” McLellan said. “If you didn’t have the trust, you 
wouldn’t put them out there, and now you’re trying to reward them. When 
you get to that point, and they continue to evolve, then it’s powerful.” 

We’re seeing the team’s third and fourth line logging minutes in more 
important situations, and they’re answering the reward with production. In 
Winnipeg, it was those two units responsible for the team’s two goals. 
Brendan Lemieux scored in Montreal, while Trevor Moore scored in 
Toronto. 

Not only are those lines playing more, but they’re doing more with their 
time on the ice, and that depth is a great positive for the Kings. 

Managing Minutes 

Early on here in the season, Anze Kopitar has trended right around his 
time on ice totals from the last two seasons, actually playing a few 
seconds more per game, on average, than he has over the past two 
seasons. 

A big narrative heading into the season was how Phillip Danault’s 
involvement and integration might lower Kopitar’s ice time by a bit. Well, 
in terms of overall minutes, it has not, though in a couple of other ways 
Danault’s presence has changed Kopitar’s situational usage. 
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First, there’s the thought of where Kopitar starts his shifts. He’s currently 
averaging the highest percentage of shifts started in the offensive zone 
during his entire NHL career. At just under 60 percent, it’s a sizeable 
bump from the last two seasons, when he started more than 50 percent 
of his shifts in the defensive zone. 

“His o-zone starts are [up], depending on the score,” McLellan said. “As 
the game gets narrower, and gets closer to the end, yeah we can start 
him in the d-zone, but I think his minutes are a little bit…I never want to 
say easy for Kopi, because he works so hard and carries so many people 
around, but it’s shared stress now with Phil. It’s not Kopi starting every 
period anymore, sometimes Phil has to establish the momentum a little 
bit. Sometimes Ras has to establish the momentum a little bit. It’s not 
always Kopi starting on the penalty kill, but he’s still going to get his 
penalty kill and power-play minutes.” 

Secondly, is the topic of penalty killing, as McLellan mentioned. The 
Kings are, overall, killing fewer penalties early in the season, which is an 
obvious positive. There’s also more balance with the PK minutes. This 
season, five Kings forwards are averaging between 1:00 and 1:34, with 
Kopitar leading the way at 94 seconds per game. That’s down 30 
seconds from last season, and the drop off between the team’s top two 
penalty killers, Kopitar and Alex Iafallo (1:57), to Adrian Kempe in third 
(1:19) was drastic. 

Lastly, and perhaps most interestingly, there’s the topic of shift length. 
When asked about the comparables between Kopitar and Danault, 
McLellan gave an interesting answer. When you look at individual shifts, 
the two are almost identical. Danault averages 25.2 shifts per game, 
Kopitar averages 25.1. 

In terms of shift length, however, Kopitar averages 51 seconds per shift, 
while Danault averages 43 seconds. Kopitar’s shift length is the longest 
amongst Kings forwards, while Danault’s is closer to the shortest. An 
interesting designation. 

“Shift length is a huge one,” McLellan said. “If you look at the number of 
shifts Phil plays, compared to the number that Kopi plays, there’s actually 
night’s he’s playing more. Kopi’s engine might run a little different, he’s 
used to playing longer shifts, Phil’s maybe run shorter, but in any case 
they’re pretty close and there’s nights when Phil is playing more shifts 
than Kopi.” 

Phillip Danault, Trade Architect? 

Moments like this.   

During last night's game in Winnipeg, Phillip Danault traded a puck for a 
military patch with a Canadian Armed Forces member.   
pic.twitter.com/N71KxMAQlq 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) November 14, 2021 

Lastly, a human moment from Danault. He was captured on camera 
during warmups in Winnipeg, trading a puck from the ice for a military 
patch from the stands. The classy forward gave an equally classy answer 
when asked about it today – 

“I think I definitely won that trade,” he said with a smile. “It was a great 
moment, you don’t expect to be in those moments. I just saw my name 
on the [sign], it said score three goals and I’ll give you a souvenir, and 
you give me a souvenir as well. I gave him a puck, I wish I gave him a 
stick, just in the moment I got caught in it. I gave him a puck and I think it 
showed my support for the military. They serve us [in Canada] and in the 
US, it’s awesome, they do so much for us, we respect them a lot. I think it 
was just an honor for me to give the puck and to receive the patch from a 
great guy.” 

You never necessarily expect to be caught in those small moments, and 
Danault clearly didn’t think it would blow up the way it did. He was just 
happy he could support a military member in the stands, and again 
expressed his appreciation for those that serve their country. 

“As hockey players, we recognize what they do. It was definitely a great 
moment, it was easy for me to do that.” 
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The Athletic / Shapiro: NHL attendance so far — a team-by-team 
breakdown from the concerning to the hopeful 

 

By Sean Shapiro Nov 15, 2021  

 

Ticket sales continue to be a major talking point for NHL teams. 

As a gate-driven league, NHL owners and teams were hurt financially 
during the 2020-21 season when forced to play in empty buildings or in 
front of extremely limited crowds. The league missed out on nearly $3.6 
billion in revenue, which makes the $4.37 billion national TV deal that 
kicked in this season feel a bit smaller than the league would like. 

The NHL is also still in the infancy of capturing additional revenue 
beyond gate, television and sponsorship, so forging forward as a league 
means, for many team executives, getting fans back into the buildings. 

And in many key markets that has not been happening to the extent 
teams had hoped. 

So far, only two of the 31 teams that played in the NHL before this 
season — the Washington Capitals and Tampa Bay Lightning — are 
drawing crowds the same size or bigger than they managed before the 
pandemic shuttered the 2019-20 season. 

The New York Islanders have yet to play a home game and are an 
outlier, so are the Seattle Kraken who are enjoying the benefits of the 
excitement surrounding their first season. But elsewhere, attendance is 
down producing varying degrees of concern. 

COVID-19 has left an immediate and lasting impact on NHL attendance. 
In the short-term, COVID regulations continue to be a hot-button topic on 
how teams should enforce certain protocols. 

“I think that’s the space that will be a big deal this year and hopefully only 
this year,” a team executive said. “But who can really know, whether 
people feel safe or not going to games is going to be key.” 

The pandemic also saw a majority of NHL teams change their season-
ticket base. While most teams didn’t have fans outright cancel season 
tickets, a majority of teams saw a trend where fans that used to be 41-
game season ticket holders switching to smaller ticket packages. 

“They know what we know, they can’t sell those tickets anymore on the 
secondary market, there isn’t the demand anymore,” an NHL team 
president said. “So they don’t want to be left on the hook for tickets they 
aren’t going to use. In the long run, I think the full-season ticket holder 
will be a thing of the past, partially because of COVID.” 

The other, darker and sadder reality, is that season-ticket holders died 
from COVID. As of Monday, total reported global deaths from COVID-19 
exceeded five million. Most executives expressed grief about this and 
one team executive said it was, “certainly something that played a larger 
role than I expected.” 

High ticket prices in a tough economy are also a flashpoint, and one that 
many readers brought up in the comments last month, and it’s certainly 
played a part in attendance dip on a game-by-game basis. 

But on an overall scale, teams don’t feel like they are pricing fans out. 
Especially in a business model where those spending the most, the 
season-ticket holders, weren’t typically in the demographic making 
single-game decisions based on finances. 
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It’s all part of a larger puzzle for the league, with various pieces and 
nuances depending on the market and team. Let’s take a look at the 
scenarios across the league, and how different teams are performing at 
the box office. 

New Team? New Building? No Problem 

Vegas Golden Knights: 18,075 average attendance; 104.1% of capacity 

Seattle Kraken: 17,151; 100.3 

New York Islanders: NA; NA 

It’s not easy to get tickets for the NHL’s two newest franchises. 

In its inaugural season, Seattle is likely going to sell out each home game 
and is still feeling the surge from a brand launch that made it the best-
selling debut of any NHL franchise in league history. Seattle had been 
desperate for another professional team, and it’s quickly proving the NHL 
made a smart decision. 

It’s also happening where fans must be vaccinated against COVID-19 in 
order to enter the building, which has been a more dicey proposition for 
other NHL teams. For the Kraken, the mandatory COVID vaccination is a 
norm for Seattle, you can’t enter a restaurant without proof of 
vaccination, so it’s become part of the culture of the city. 

For good measure, Seattle also seems to be a good draw on the road. 
Averaging the second-highest percentage of capacity sold for road 
games. 

In Vegas attendance has dropped a tick, from 18,311 before the 
pandemic shuttered the 2019-20 season, to 18,076. But the Golden 
Knights are continuously running up sellouts and have been above 
official seating capacity for each game this season. Vegas is also a damn 
good hockey team that likes to make bold moves, like trading for Jack 
Eichel. 

The Islanders haven’t played a home game yet, but when they christen 
UBS Arena this weekend against the Calgary Flames it’s expected to sell 
out and season tickets have multiplied by five for the Islanders since the 
new arena plan was launched. It’s not a new team, but a new building 
actually built for Islanders fans is going to be a success, especially if the 
team finds its expected level of success when it actually gets to play 
home games. 

Good times rolling 

Washington Capitals: 18,573; 100.4 

Boston Bruins: 17,850; 100 

Tampa Bay Lightning: 19,092; 100 

It’s a historical market with a winning team, the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
champions, and the site where Alex Ovechkin is on a historic charge to 
eventually catch Wayne Gretzky as the NHL’s all-time leading goal 
scorer. 

Both this season and in the foreseeable future, things are moving in the 
right direction for the Bruins, Capitals, and Lightning. 

In Washington, Alexander Ovechkin’s five-year contract extension before 
this season was a welcome sight for ticket salespeople, who are 
expecting a higher surge in demand as the winger approaches round 
numbers and milestones. He’s likely going to pass Jaromir Jagr (766 
goals) this season for No. 3 on the all-time goal-scoring scoring list, while 
selling nice round numbers like 750 career goals can only help an 
already popular team. 

Alex Ovechkin’s 742 career goals rank fourth all time. (Geoff Burke / USA 
Today) 

An expected dip 

Nashville Predators: 17,050; 99.6 

Toronto Maple Leafs: 18,683; 99.3 

Colorado Avalanche: 17,623; 97.9 

Vancouver Canucks: 18,517; 97.9 

Dallas Stars: 18,016; 97.2 

St. Louis Blues: 17,392; 96.1 

There’s disappointment that the sellout streak ended in Nashville, and 
some frustration in Toronto that NHL games are now getting outdrawn by 
the NBA’s Toronto Raptors, but in reality, the Predators and Maple Leafs 
find themselves on solid standing and within a grouping of teams that are 
hitting the internal expected attendance numbers this season. 

Teams were expected to take an attendance hit while the pandemic is 
still being navigated, and still getting close to a full building each night is 
a win for both the organization and the league at this point. Dallas and 
Nashville haven’t had the on-ice success this season, but outside factors 
have helped push both to near sell-out tendencies. 

Dallas was one of the teams that had fans in the building throughout the 
2019-20 season, and momentum from that position has certainly helped 
ticket sales in Texas. The Predators have an outdoor game to sell this 
season, and while the number of fans has been dropping, it’s actually a 
pretty healthy showing for a market that doesn’t have much to market on 
the ice beyond Roman Josi. 

Legitimate concern 

Pittsburgh Penguins: 16,956; 93.2 

Minnesota Wild: 16,609; 92.5 

Montreal Canadiens: 19,572; 92 

Winnipeg Jets: 13,783; 91.9 

Philadelphia Flyers: 17,227; 88.2 

New York Rangers: 15,260; 84.8 

Detroit Red Wings: 16,469; 84.4 

Edmonton Oilers: 15,696; 84.2 

Calgary Flames: 15,061; 78.1 

This is the start of the problem area for the NHL when it comes to 
attendance and expected revenue. Good teams, or traditional hockey 
markets, have struggled to draw and seen considerable drops in 
attendance compared to pre-COVID numbers. 

The Penguins are averaging below 17,000 for the first time since they 
moved to the larger PPG Paints Arena. The Wild have never averaged 
below 17,000 in a season, and the last time Philadelphia had average 
crowds this small was 1996 and the Flyers were playing in the Spectrum. 

The Oilers have the best player on the planet and have seen a drop to 
below 16,000 fans on average, and the Flames, despite being good, are 
only flirting with 15,000 at the Saddledome on a good night. 

There are COVID-related concerns in these markets. The Penguins and 
Red Wings, for example, didn’t put in COVID-related protocols for fans 
when it comes to tests and vaccinations out of fear they would push 
away certain parts of their fan base. 

Detroit also has a season-ticket holder contingency based in Canada that 
hasn’t been able to cross the border as easily because of the COVID-
protocols. With a more relaxed border, it’ll be interesting to see how that 
impacts the number at the gate for Detroit moving forward. 

The well-watched jerks 

Carolina Hurricanes: 16,703; 89.4 

The Hurricanes were on an upswing before the pandemic. It was a fun 
team on the rise that was averaging more fans than it had in seven 
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seasons and was coming close to crossing the 17,000 average mark on 
a nightly basis for just the third time in the franchise history. 

While there has been a slight downtick in attendance, from 16,795 to 
16,703, things are still moving in the right direction in Raleigh at the 
turnstiles. 

Because of market expectation, the Hurricanes attendance is one of the 
gold standards for the league right now because it is finding success 
without relying on a so-called traditional hockey base. 

Hurricanes fans at PNC Arena. (James Guillory / USA Today) 

This isn’t new 

Columbus Blue Jackets: 15,547; 85.7 

New Jersey Devils: 13,075; 79.2 

Florida Panthers: 13,016; 76.4 

Arizona Coyotes: 13,041; 76.2 

The Florida Panthers and Arizona Coyotes have always been the brunt 
of attendance jokes. The New Jersey Devils, even when winning the 
Stanley Cup back in 2003, averaged less than 15,000 fans. The 
Columbus Blue Jackets have seen a drop, but averaging in the 15,000 to 
16,000 range has always been the norm. 

The moral of the story: attendance in these markets is essentially back to 
normal and shouldn’t be cherry-picked as a reason for failing attendance 
on a whole this season. 

Chicago 

Chicago Blackhawks: 18,141; 92 

Since 2008, Chicago had been one of the NHL’s biggest draws, and that 
trend even carried over last season when teams that did have partial 
attendance typically saw a bump in ticket sales when the Blackhawks 
would visit. 

The Blackhawks have been a nightmare this season. From Chicago’s 
handling of the alleged sexual assault case involving former video coach 
Brad Aldrich to the play itself on the ice, it’s clearly been hard for fans in 
Chicago to support the team right now. On a pure numbers basis, the 
Blackhawks still draw because of playing in a larger building, but the drop 
from more than 21,000 fans per night to close to 18,000 is drastic at the 
United Center. 

California 

Anaheim Ducks: 12,573, 73.2 

Los Angeles Kings: 13,296; 72.9 

San Jose Sharks: 12,223; 69.6 

Even with the Anaheim Ducks hot start to the season, expectations are 
low in California with all three teams working their way through a re-build 
of some sort. 

State and local regulations when it comes to COVID-19 restrictions have 
added to complications since patrons are required to provide proof of 
vaccination or a negative test. According to a Ducks source, where this is 
having the biggest impact is on the family turnout, since children also 
have to show proof of a negative test and most are only recently eligible 
to get the vaccine. 

“When you tell a family of four to bring their five and seven year old to a 
game that night requires a test and waiting 15 minutes, it just start to hit 
the threshold of it’s not worth it,” they said. “We’ve had a number of fans 
who are season ticket holders roll to next year just because of that when 
it’ll be easier to take their kids again.” 

The bottom 

Ottawa Senators: 11,352; 59.3 

Buffalo Sabres: 7,921; 41.5 

Ottawa’s downward spiral in attendance started in 2016 and the number 
of fans on average has increasingly dropped each year. This year’s drop 
from 12,618 pre-COVID to 11,352 this season is actually in line with what 
you would have expected from attendance trends across the league. 

Buffalo, however, is a more drastic and interesting case. 

The Sabres, even with their tortured history, have consistently averaged 
at least 17,000 fans per game from 2006 to 2019. This season those 
numbers have dropped by nearly 10,000 on average. 

Part of that is to blame on management and ownership, in many cases 
Sabres fans have turned and the Eichel saga is just the most recent 
entry, while border crossings play a larger role in Buffalo than any other 
NHL city, with a large swath of fans typically crossing into the United 
States on a nightly basis for Sabres games — it’s why the Canadian 
anthem is also played in Buffalo, no matter the opponent. 

With a more relaxed border, there is hope in the league offices that 
Buffalo will start to pick up some traction when it comes to attendance, 
but there’s also a healthy dose of realism that it appears the Sabres 
aren’t actively putting a product together that’s worth crossing the border 
for. 
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The Athletic / Amid sports TV chaos, what happens if Sinclair’s RSNs go 
bankrupt next year? 

 

By Bill Shea Nov 15, 2021  

 

Major League Baseball’s offseason is normally filled with hot-stove 
anticipation, speculation, storylines and contractual drama, but baseball 
heads into 2022 with a couple of worrisome big-picture issues. 

One immediate concern is the next labor deal. The other, which we’ll 
focus on here, is the future of the regional sports network ecosystem 
that’s financially underpinned MLB (and NBA and NHL) team economics 
for decades. 

That the pay-TV (cable and satellite) RSN model is in flux because of 
cord-cutting, the rise of streaming services, and carriage disputes isn’t 
new. The pandemic, however, accelerated those trends and hastened 
the need for a stable new-normal so that the money continues to flow 
uninterrupted. 

“Winter is coming,” said Lee Berke, a broadcast industry analyst and 
consultant who works with networks, leagues and teams. 

The RSN owners and sports leagues are scrambling to find solutions, 
which are mainly focused on potential new streaming services and 
gambling partnerships. 

Meanwhile, fans want to know when and where they can watch live 
games, and how much it’ll cost, in an increasingly fractionalized and 
chaotic media universe that tries to cater to different generations and the 
different ways they consume live sports. Oh, and they want an end to 
blackouts. 

The long-term solutions really don’t yet exist, and the current hybrid TV + 
streaming model is expected to linger for years to come. 

At the epicenter of the RSN situation is Sinclair Broadcast Corp., which in 
August 2019 paid $9.6 billion in a highly leveraged deal for the Fox 
Sports RSNs that carry 14 MLB teams along with 16 NBA and 12 NHL 
teams. Fox had to sell its RSNs to resolve federal anti-trust concerns 
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about Disney, which owns ESPN, acquiring 21st Century Fox 
entertainment properties. 

With 42 teams in its inventory (NFL games are on only national 
networks), Sinclair is the largest RSN operator. It struck a naming-rights 
deal with gambling firm Bally’s this year to rebrand the channels under 
that name. 

Sinclair’s RSN subsidiary business, Diamond Sports, was forced to write-
down the value of the acquisition by $4.2 billion and continues to face 
debt pressure over the deal. It has failed to restructure its $8 billion-plus 
in debt this summer, and the RSNs have been dropped from a number of 
services since 2019: Dish, Sling TV, YouTube TV, Hulu, and fuboTV. 

To head off a deeper crisis, Sinclair has been focused on creating its own 
direct-to-consumer streaming service that could cost $15 to $20 a month 
and roll out in the first half of 2022, but there’s a dispute on how many 
team-level digital rights it owns to allow it to do so. As of now, it’s just four 
MLB teams, two of which are known to be the Detroit Tigers and Miami 
Marlins. The other two are as yet undisclosed. 

CEO Chris Ripley told analysts during a recent quarterly earnings call 
that Sinclair planned to acquire more digital rights as team deals come 
up for renewal. 

Without a successful shift in Sinclair’s business strategy for its Diamond 
unit, S&P Global Ratings forecasts a potential default and bankruptcy in 
the second half of 2022. 

“Something has to be done because we have declining revenue as cord-
cutting continues and rising sports costs in the form of broadcast rights,” 
said Rose Oberman, S&P Global Ratings’ director and senior analyst 
who covers Sinclair and Diamond. 

Does that mean teams may not be able to pay players if Diamond goes 
into bankruptcy and halts broadcast rights fee payments? Or that games 
might not be broadcast in local markets? 

No. And that’s because teams have (or should have) cash reserves, and 
the franchises themselves and their billionaire owners have easy access 
to cheap borrowing if they need to resort to that to meet payroll and 
ensure games are televised in local markets. 

“I think the vast majority of teams have reserves of cash or access to 
cash to maintain operations,” said Smith College sports economist and 
occasional MLB consultant Andrew Zimbalist. “There will be a few places 
with minor cuts.” 

There is one relatively recent example of an RSN not paying a team: In 
2013-14, Comcast SportsNet Houston, jointly owned by the Astros and 
Rockets, was forced by into bankruptcy by Comcast, which held a 
minority ownership stake in the channel. 

The Astros reportedly were not paid their portion of live-game broadcast 
rights fees owed by Comcast for the final three months of the season, but 
that apparently wasn’t a financial hardship for the team because its 
payroll for 2013 was absurdly low by modern standards: $11.6 million for 
the active roster and $35.5 million when retained salary for former 
players is factored in, per Spotrac. 

Still, coming off the 60-game fan-less 2020 pandemic season that saw 
many teams borrow money to meet operational expenses – MLB 
commissioner Rob Manfred has publicly pegged the combined debt total 
at $8.3 billion – and heading into collective bargaining talks with the 
players, there’s a heightened awareness of sustaining the revenue 
coming in. 

That’s particularly true for the RSN situation and cash flow interruptions. 

“I think there’s a tremendous amount of concern,” said a source familiar 
with MLB’s thinking. 

“Everybody has been preparing to manage through the process,” the 
source said, who added that things could be financially “bumpy” in a 
transition period. 

RSN fees account for about $2 billion of MLB’s $10 billion in annual 
revenue. For some teams, those fees account for half their yearly 
income. National TV deals with ESPN, Fox, and Turner Sports pay MLB 
a combined $1.74 billion annually that’s shared among the 30 clubs, with 
the remainder of income coming from tickets and game-day fan spending 
plus corporate sponsorship, licensed merchandise and apparel sales, 
etc. 

Sinclair’s direct-to-consumer strategy for Diamond is a streaming app 
platform that includes social games and wagering around live game 
broadcasts. Some of the app games would be free (with rewards such as 
digital accomplishment badges and public recognition instead of money), 
and some would require payment. 

“If fully developed, that would change the outlook for Diamond quite 
significantly,” said a source familiar with Sinclair’s thinking who agreed to 
speak only on the condition of anonymity. “Diamond still has plenty of 
liquidity and lots of levers it can pull to continue to operate.” 

The company has said it’s current on its sports rights payments. 

Sinclair, while not obligated to do so, can subsidize Diamond if 
necessary. It recently paid $184.4 million to Diamond’s lenders, per 
industry reports. 

If Sinclair fails to deploy a game-changing streaming service, or if one is 
rolled out and it’s a disaster, S&P Ratings predicts “a worst case 
scenario” for the company’s RSN business. 

Sports betting, games, and other revenue-generating aspects of a 
streaming service only begin to produce real money as they scale 
upward over time. And it’s an open question on just how much money 
Sinclair could generate from a streaming product to offset the loss of pay-
TV subscribers. 

“It’s not enough to fix the business,” Oberman said. 

MLB itself is interested in developing its own in-market streaming service, 
possibly a joint effort with the NBA and NHL. If Diamond does end up 
bankrupt, baseball and the other sports theoretically could buy broadcast 
and digital rights back for pennies on the dollar. 

At last month’s CAA World Congress of Sports, both Manfred and NBA 
commissioner Adam Silver addressed the RSN situation. 

“Sinclair does not have enough digital rights from enough clubs in order 
to have a viable direct-to-consumer product,” Manfred said at the event. 
“The other set of rights they’ve talked a lot about is gambling rights; they 
don’t have those, either.” 

And, he noted, those digital and gaming rights are “extraordinary 
valuable to baseball.” 

“We’re not just going to throw them in to help Sinclair out,” Manfred said . 

Silver called the pay-TV bundle for RSNs “broken” and added that the 
NBA is trying to help Sinclair figure out how to fix things. 

Sinclair/Diamond isn’t the only RSN player. Others with major league 
broadcast rights include NBC, AT&T, Spectrum and a few independents 
such as MSG Network and Altitude Sports and Entertainment. Many 
channels also have rights to air WNBA, MLS, college and high school 
sports. 

While those other companies have their own pressures – no one is 
immune from cord cutting – it’s Sinclair that is in everyone’s crosshairs 
because of its debt load. Sinclair itself is a longtime local TV station giant 
and financially well positioned even if its Diamond subsidiary is not. 

“While all RSNs are in an increasingly challenged position, the worst 
positioned RSN group is Diamond Sports Group. Sinclair overleveraged 
the Diamond Sports RSNs based on implausible financial projections,” 
wrote Rich Greenfield, analyst at New York City-based tech, media and 
telecom research firm LightShed Partners, in a recent blog post. 
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Seventeen MLB clubs have an equity stake in their local RSN. Sinclair 
itself has a minority equity stake in the Yankees’ YES Network and a joint 
venture with the Cubs to operate Marquee. 

Baseball’s labor situation looms over everything. If the Dec. 2 deadline 
for a new deal isn’t met, owners are expected to wage a capital strike, i.e. 
a lockout. Opening Day isn’t until March 31, so there are four-plus 
months to resolve a labor impasse, but if there’s no deal after the season 
is scheduled to begin, that could accelerate Sinclair’s issues. 

“If there’s a lockout, what’s that going to do for Diamond Sports trying to 
pay back their loans?” a broadcast industry source said. 

The future of how fans consume live games on TV or streamed on a 
device isn’t going to be solely dictated by Sinclair or professional sports 
leagues as much as what consumers demand with their checkbooks. 
There’s a younger generation that includes people who never had cable 
to cut, and thrives with streamed highlight clips and stats, and isn’t much 
interested in watching a three-hour game live on cable. 

“This is just not a model that can work anymore. You have to meet 
people where they are,” said Jon Lewis, who has analyzed trends and 
viewership at Sports Media Watch since 2006. 

That said, traditional (linear) TV and cable are here to stay for the 
foreseeable future, even as pay-TV subscriptions have declined from 100 
million-plus homes a few years ago to 60 to 70 million today. 

“We’re in a transition where some people may never be part of the 
(cable) bundle,” the source familiar with MLB said. “Linear will remain a 
very important part of the ecosystem. The transition is coming and will 
become more digital over time.” 

RSNs and national networks pay enormous rights fees for live sports 
because they still command the biggest viewership in an era when 
overall TV usage is down. 

“The issue right now is not one of value of the programming. People are 
still watching the games. In many markets it still wins the nights,” Berke 
said. “The problem is, it’s the distribution model that’s outmoded.” 

By 2024, Americans are forecast to pay more for streaming services 
($76.3 billion) than cable/satellite, ($74.4 billion) for the first time, per a 
report from Strategy Analytics. For 2020, U.S. annual spending on 
traditional pay TV was $90.7 billion versus $39.5 billion on stream. 

“We’re watching more content on a lot of different screens in a lot of 
different places than we used to,” Berke said. 

The monthly cost of a household cable bill includes the price of RSN 
access, and they’re typically among the most expensive chunks of the 
channel bundle – and bundling is how channels with limited appeal 
survive. RSN audiences range from 10-15 percent of a pay-TV bundle 
audience, said Patrick Crakes, a media consultant and former Fox Sports 
executive. 

Now, as part of a cable bundle, an RSN may account for about $3 to $6 
of the monthly bill. 

“When you bust the RSNs out of the bundle, they’re like $20 to $30,” 
Crakes said. 

While the TV industry continues to sort itself out in pursuit of whatever 
the future “new normal” will be, RSNs generally remain profitable, but not 
like they used to be. Crakes called the current era a “transitory stage” 
and predicts streaming services eventually will be bundled like cable 
channels are today, and some may disappear as consolidation and 
mergers occur. 

“The new system is less profitable than the old one; costs have gone up,” 
Crakes said. 

Sports leagues and teams are not expected to accept less money for 
their live game broadcast and digital rights – money that in the NBA and 
NHL helps determine salary caps. MLB doesn’t have a payroll cap. 

One of the transition era issues is that none of the streaming services are 
profitable. Disney last week reported its portfolio of DTC services, 
including 17.1 million ESPN+ subscribers, lost $600 million in its fourth 
quarter because of production and other costs. 

The industry-wide hope, of course, is that the streaming can scale to the 
point of profitability. But no one is there yet and it’s unclear when they will 
be or if the money will be enough to replace what’s lost from cord-cutting 
so networks can afford live sports rights fees. 

“There are some underlying issues having to do with how you securitize 
the streaming platform,” Zimbalist said. 

Curt Pires, founder and president of Charlotte-based media management 
and consultancy CAP Sports Group, said he believes even as consumers 
grumble about having to pay for several different streamers, and the 
price can approach or top a cable bill, fans still will pay because they love 
their teams. 

“At the end of the day, live sports are something that people turn their TV 
on for (and) are willing to spend money for,” Pires said. “It’s a population 
of people with tremendous means willing to pay what’s necessary to 
watch those contests.” 

Until the new-normal is here, it’s going to be an era of complaints, 
confusion, and change for sports fans, and perhaps some financial 
discomfort for wealthy people. 

“I am confident it will get done eventually but it will be a painstaking 
process and it will be tumultuous,” Berke said. 

Here are the 42 teams broadcast on Sinclair’s Diamond Sports RSNs 
under the Bally Sports name: 

MLB – Arizona Diamondbacks, Atlanta Braves, Cincinnati Reds, 
Cleveland Indians, Detroit Tigers, Kansas City Royals, Los Angeles 
Angels, Miami Marlins, Milwaukee Brewers, Minnesota Twins, St. Louis 
Cardinals, San Diego Padres, Tampa Bay Rays, Texas Rangers. 

NBA – Atlanta Hawks, Charlotte Hornets, Cleveland Cavaliers, Dallas 
Mavericks, Detroit Pistons, Indiana Pacers, Los Angeles Clippers, 
Memphis Grizzlies, Miami Heat, Milwaukee Bucks, Minnesota 
Timberwolves, New Orleans Pelicans, Oklahoma City Thunder, Orlando 
Magic, Phoenix Suns, San Antonio Spurs. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.16.2021 

1226489 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Hurricanes are good. Coyotes are bad. And a whole lot we 
still don’t know after one NHL month 

 

By Sean McIndoe Nov 15, 2021  

 

We’re over a month into the season now, so we should know a few 
things. Not everything, obviously. There’s still plenty of time for twists and 
turns and there will be more than a few surprises by the time we get to 
the games that actually matter. But a month of hockey is a long time, and 
that means we should be pretty sure on at least a few things by now. 

For example… uh… 

(Checks list.) 

The Coyotes are bad. Connor McDavid is good. The Hurricanes are 
probably good too. 

(Checks list again.) 

(Turns list upside down.) 

(Shrugs dramatically.) 
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I mean, what else have we got that you actually feel confident about right 
now? The Panthers were probably on that list a week ago, but haven’t 
won since. The Avalanche, Golden Knights and Lightning were all 
supposed to be elite contenders, and maybe they still are, but they’ve 
certainly made us wonder at a few points along the way. The Islanders 
and Bruins seem OK but were supposed to be more. Calgary and 
Edmonton are better than expected. Who knows about the Penguins, 
Maple Leafs and Flyers. The Capitals, Wild and Jets are maybe about 
right, I guess? 

At the other end of the spectrum, other than the Coyotes, pretty much 
every team who were supposed to be bad have been decent other than 
maybe Ottawa. The Blackhawks looked awful but were better this week. 
The Canadiens are a mess but we’re still waiting to see what they’ll look 
like when Carey Price is back. Dallas and Vancouver both seem to be 
almost out of chances. And maybe one of the biggest surprises is that an 
expansion team looks like an expansion team, which we probably should 
have all expected but here we are. 

Basically, the first month has been a whole lot of “huh.” Depending on 
your perspective, that might make all of this frustrating or a lot more fun. 

Anyway, it’s my job to understand the NHL and explain it to you but I 
really have no idea what’s going on right now. Please enjoy the power 
rankings anyway… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts 

The Maple Leafs continue to roll with a pair of wins, the second of which 
came in the NHL debut of goalie Joseph Woll. That sort of thing is always 
a nice story, but I have to admit that this is bothering me more than it 
should… 

@DOWNGOESBROWN THOUGHT YOU MIGHT APPRECIATE THAT I 
JUST REALIZED THAT WOLL AS A GOALIE LITERALLY SPELLS THE 
3 TYPES OF DECISIONS A GOALIE CAN HAVE: W, OL & L. WOLL 

— SEAN 🇨🇦 (@SEANSLAMB) NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

5. Colorado Avalanche (6-5-1, +3 true goals differential*) – You knew I 
was going to get them back into the top five as soon as they showed 
much of anything. They only played twice last week, but they racked up 
13 goals in a pair of wins, and I am ready to get hurt again. 

Speaking of being hurt, the Avalanche are still nowhere close to full 
health, and their next three are against the Canucks, Kraken and 
Senators, so we might be a week or two away from exhaling on 
wondering what’s wrong with this team. Until then, hello to the Flames, 
Blues and Wild fans who are mad that they didn’t get this spot instead. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (7-3-3, +1) – They’ve got points in seven 
straight, just took three of four points against the top two teams on our 
list, and are doing it all without their best forward. Yeah, it’s time to start 
being scared of the Lightning again. (Now imagine if they can get their 
powerplay going…) 

3. Edmonton Oilers (11-3-0, +16) – Oh cool, one week after raving about 
Connor McDavid’s highlight-reel goal we’re back to watching him get 
mugged without any calls. Cool, cool, exactly what the fans want to see. 

MCDAVID GETS TEXTBOOK TIPPED WITH NO CALL (AGAIN) SO HE 
JUST TRIES TO GO DOWN THE OTHER WAY AND RINGS ONE OFF 
THE POST. PIC.TWITTER.COM/8OAB1NZM5X 

— ZACH LAING (@ZJLAING) NOVEMBER 12, 2021 

We don’t need to overreact to one comically bad missed tripping call. 
That stuff happens. But the story is that it happens to McDavid all the 
time, and the NHL seems fine with it. You can roll your eyes at that whole 
John Tortorella rant, but he’s not wrong about what the playoffs will be 
like. 

2. Florida Panthers (10-2-3, +17) – Last week’s move up to the number 
one spot seems to have spooked them, as this week featured four 
straight losses. I’m not sure we should panic about that, since of the 
foursome only the Devils loss was especially bad and they took the 
Lightning to overtime. 

Still, the shine from last weekend’s win over the Hurricanes is long gone, 
and it’s time to see what Andrew Brunette can do with the first major 
wobble of his very young head-coaching career. This week isn’t much 
easier, featuring the Islanders, Wild and a rematch with the Devils. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (11-2-0, +20) – After the big showdown loss to the 
Panthers, they beat the Lightning and Blues but lost to the Flyers 
because 2021-22. Still, moving Carolina back to the top spot is a 
relatively easy call this week. We’ll see after that because they’re headed 
out on a six-game road trip that starts in Vegas and then goes through 
California and Seattle before a stopover in Philadelphia. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Anaheim Ducks – We’re used to seeing them in the bottom-
five section, but I need those spots for other teams and they’re over .500 
so we’ll work them in here. 

So yeah… what a weird week. This is a team that’s making headlines for 
two very different reasons right now, at opposite ends of the scale. 

The most prominent story, of course, is Bob Murray’s exit. The longtime 
GM resigned on Wednesday in the midst of an investigation into 
allegations of abusive behavior. It’s a stunning story – Murray had been 
the third longest-serving GM in the league – but apparently not an 
altogether surprising one, at least based on some of the reactions around 
the league. Jeff Solomon takes over for now, although it seems likely that 
the team will turn to someone else for the full-time job. 

Whoever takes over will be inheriting a team that’s been a lot better than 
expected, which is the other side of the headline coin. A seven game win 
streak has flipped the script on an ugly 2-4-3 start, and has had the 
Ducks sniffing around top spot in the Pacific. That part won’t last, we 
think, but any worries about another bottom-five season have faded 
significantly. 

The big story is Troy Terry, having the kind of breakout season at 24 that 
rebuilding teams dream of. He’s been red hot pretty much all season 
long, with a 14-game point streak. Ryan Getzlaf has found a time 
machine. Kevin Shattenkirk looks good. And maybe most importantly of 
all, John Gibson is back to looking like an elite guy after a couple of 
seasons of looking shaky. There’s no guarantee that all of that continues, 
of course. Most of it likely won’t, although Gibson will be the key. But it’s 
also worth pointing out that the Ducks are doing this without a ton of 
impact from top prospect Trevor Zegras, and virtually none from Max 
Comtois, so there’s actually room for improvement here if the young guys 
get going (and Zergas maybe did last night). 

It’s probably too early to start thinking about the playoffs, or a dream 
matchup with the equally surprising Kings. But it’s November and it’s too 
early for everything, so we might as well have some fun looking down the 
road. And right now, the Ducks really are a lot of fun. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

Congratulations to the Hall of Fame Class of 2020, who were finally 
inducted this weekend. Hall of Fame week is one of my favorite times of 
the year, and you can find my ranking of every class here and my debate 
over some tricky active candidates here. And be sure not to miss Eric 
Duhatschek on Jarome Iginla. 

5. Chicago Blackhawks (4-9-2, -19) – The Derek King era is off to a 
decent start, with three straight wins. That run sounds more impressive 
than it was, since they needed overtime to beat the Predators, shootouts 
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aren’t real, and they barely edged the Coyotes. Still, wins are wins and 
the Hawks needed some desperately. Now about that dead-cat bounce… 

(And yes, Dallas fans, I see you eying this spot. I’ve always liked Rick 
Bowness and I don’t want to pile on, but… yeah, I see you.) 

4. Montreal Canadiens (4-11-2, -22) – They played their best game of the 
season in a win over the Flames, and an OT loss to the Red Wings left 
them with a three-game point streak. But even when things are vaguely 
good for this year’s Habs, they go bad. Right now that means Jake Allen 
being pulled by concussion spotters on Saturday, and an uncertain 
outlook on whether he’ll miss time. With Carey Price still sidelined, no 
goalie in the league had been getting more work than Allen. If he’s out, 
then the Canadiens will have to ride with Cayden Primeau and Samuel 
Montembeault, which could be an opportunity for youth to be served or a 
chance for things to go even worse than they already are. Last night’s 
third-period collapse in Boston wasn’t a great start. 

3. Seattle Kraken (4-10-1, -13) – They continue to give up a ton of goals, 
including a seven-spot to the Ducks (although two of those were into an 
empty net). The Philipp Grubauer era has not started well, but it’s 
probably still too early to start warily side-eying the six years on that 
contract. I’m not sure it’s too early to start wondering about a Mark 
Giordano deadline auction, but let’s give them a few more weeks to sort 
thing out. For now, the good news is that Dom still has them with a 
decent chance of making the playoffs, unlike the other teams on this list. 

2. Ottawa Senators (4-10-1, -16) – You can probably throw out most of 
this week as far as learning much of anything about the Senators, as the 
team dealt with a COVID situation that made it a challenge just to fill out 
the roster. Under the circumstances, Saturday’s win over the Penguins 
was impressive, with the offense briefly getting back on track before last 
night’s shutout loss to Calgary. 

Still, as this tweet points out, this team had not been playing well even 
before the outbreak; they just don’t have the puck enough, and the blue 
line is a mess, especially the bottom pairing. 

This was supposed to be the year that the team made a push towards 
the playoffs – as Ian Mendes reminds us, we were told that the rebuild is 
over – and so far it’s just not happening, which has to be frustrating for 
fans who were buying into the plan. That’s especially true when you look 
at all the other expected also-rans that are overachieving; this Senators 
team wasn’t expected to win the Cup, but they sure weren’t supposed to 
be looking up at Buffalo, Columbus, Detroit, New Jersey and the entire 
state of California. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (1-13-1, -36) – It took us a full month to reach the 
stage where we’re wondering if the Coyotes will be the worst team of the 
salary cap era. Dom thinks it will be close, but has them as overwhelming 
favorites (80 percent odds) to finish dead last. And honestly, that seems 
low. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks – It’s bad, and it’s starting to feel like 
change is inevitable. The question is what that looks like. 

Last night’s regulation loss in Anaheim made it three straight, with none 
of those games being especially competitive, and I can imagine a lot of 
good arguments for just putting Vancouver in the bottom five even at the 
expense of one of the teams below them in the standings. Either way, 
what we’re left with is a team that keeps telling us, with words and 
actions, that they want to contend right now. And then they go out and 
play like it’s a rebuild, only one that’s mostly happening without the blue-
chip prospects and high picks. That’s a formula that leads to the mushy 
middle, which is the worst place you can be in today’s NHL. 

In that sense, I guess the good news is that the Canucks might not even 
be in the middle this year. They’ve lost eight of ten, including giving up 
seven goals in back-to-back games against the Avs and Knights. Those 
are good teams, sure, but the Canucks seemed to think they were too, 
and at this point it’s pretty clear that they are not. 

#CANUCKS FOLLOW UP ON A 2-4-1 HOME STAND WITH AN 0-3-0 
ROAD TRIP IN WHICH THEY WERE OUTSCORED 19-6. 

HOLE IS GETTING DEEP EARLY AND THE LACK OF ENERGY, 
ELECTRICITY OR DYNAMISM AROUND THIS TEAM HAS 
COMPLETELY DENTED LOCAL CONFIDENCE THAT THIS GROUP IS 
CAPABLE OF TURNING IT AROUND. 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) NOVEMBER 15, 2021 

So now what? The coach is always the obvious answer, and Travis 
Green’s seat is plenty hot. A trade would be possible too. But either of 
those moves would be made by Jim Benning, and do you trust him to 
make the right call these days? If you’re a Canucks fan, I’m guessing 
your answer is a resounding no. If you’re ownership, well, I guess we’ll 
find out. Benning is reportedly in the last year of his contract, and it’s 
getting hard to imagine that he’s still the GM for the long-term. Does that 
mean you just get it over with now? Or do you stick to the plan, assuming 
there ever really was one? 

Like so much else in the last month, I’m not sure. So I’ll end with a 
request: I’d love to heard from some Canucks fans on what they’re 
hoping the next few days and weeks will bring. 
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The Athletic / The Athletic’s 2021 Hockey Hall of Fame committee: Who 
we elected and how it happened 

 

Eric Duhatschek Nov 15, 2021  

 

COVID-19 has disrupted the world we live in for going on two years now 
and this past weekend, it had an impact on the Hockey Hall of Fame 
celebrations in Toronto as well. 

The good news: On Monday, after an 18-month wait, the class of 2020, 
will finally be enshrined. Five players (Jarome Iginla, Marian Hossa, 
Kevin Lowe, Doug Wilson, Kim St. Pierre) and one builder (Ken Holland) 
will finally be called to the Hall. 

The HHOF canceled the 2021 selection committee meetings because of 
the pandemic and pushed their next gathering back to June 2022. At that 
point, they will have to consider a double cohort of players — those 
eligible for the first time in 2021 and those eligible for the first time in 
2022, plus all the candidates that have, to date, slipped through the 
cracks. 

The 2021 vote would have been fascinating, primarily because this was 
the year Daniel and Henrik Sedin first became eligible. 

The Sedins pose a unique challenge because just about everything 
they’ve ever accomplished in their careers was done in tandem. They 
were drafted together in 1999 with the second and third overall picks. 
They arrived in North America at the same time, for the beginning of the 
2000-01 NHL season. 

With one brief exception — the 2009-10 season when an injury sidelined 
Daniel for 19 games — they mostly played together, on a line and on the 
power play. They signed identical contracts, stayed with the Canucks 
from the start to the finish of their careers and retired together. 

But under Hall of Fame rules, their careers must be considered 
individually, which poses all sorts of complications, beginning with the 
fact that the HHOF limits selection committee members to just a single 
nomination in the player category in any given year. 

Practically speaking, that means selection committee member Brian 
Burke — the general manager who drafted the Sedins to Vancouver — 
can only nominate one of the twins. Another member of the committee 
will need to nominate the other. 
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Then there’s the matter of their impact and whether their respective 
careers meet the standard of first-ballot entry to the Hall. 

Currently, Henrik and Daniel rank 67th and 75th in all-time NHL points, 
excellent numbers, but statistically behind a lot of others who are still 
awaiting the call (including, but not limited to, fellow Swede Daniel 
Alfredsson, Rod Brind’Amour and Pierre Turgeon, who is the highest 
career scorer not already in the Hall of Fame). 

The Sedins each won important NHL hardware (Henrik the Art Ross and 
Hart Trophies in 2010; Daniel the Art Ross in 2011, when he was second 
in Hart Trophy voting). They’ve also had impressive international careers 
including winning a gold medal for Sweden at the 2006 Olympics. 

But unlike Iginla, or others who would qualify as unanimous or close to 
unanimous choices, there is a vigorous debate to be had about the 
Sedins. 

All of which leads us to the exercise that unfolds below. 

Back in June 2020, we convened a “shadow” Hall of Fame selection 
committee here at The Athletic to mirror the actions of the 18-member 
real-life HHOF selection committee. The goal was to mimic the process 
as closely as possible — by allowing hockey writers and editors on our 
staff to nominate candidates, and then make the case for their inclusion 
in the Hall. 

We followed closely the Hall of Fame’s actual protocols. 

The primary goal was to illustrate one important but often-overlooked 
point: How hard it can be to get 18 strong-willed people to agree on 
anything, let alone getting them to agree to the necessary 14 votes it 
takes to elect someone to the Hall of Fame. 

Just because the Hall of Fame couldn’t hold an election in 2021 doesn’t 
mean we couldn’t. 

And so, that’s what we did. 

For the second year in a row, we convened a panel of 18 writers and 
editors here at The Athletic. Our committee consisted of Arpon Basu, 
Corey Masisak, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, Harman Dayal, 
Jeremy Rutherford, Joe Smith, Lisa Dillman, Mark Lazerus, Max 
Bultman, Rob Rossi, Sara Civian, Sean Gentille, Sean McIndoe, Sean 
Shapiro and Thomas Drance, plus me, as the chair. 

Our committee changed slightly since last time — and that’s an important 
development because it also mirrors what happens in real life. 

The selection committee is a fluid, not a static, body and changes all the 
time. It’s why a candidate can be overlooked for a decade or more, and 
then suddenly, in their eighth or 12th or 30th year of eligibility suddenly 
get in. 

All you need is to have a couple of no votes rotate off the committee and 
have them replaced by a couple of yes votes, and suddenly, a player 
who might have been a couple of votes short one year suddenly gets to 
the magic number. 

That’s pertinent here because when we did this exercise back in 2020, 
our “shadow” committee elected three players — Iginla, Hossa and 
Wilson — that were subsequently elected by the real selection committee 
as well. 

But while the actual committee elected Lowe and St. Pierre, we chose 
differently. 

Instead of Lowe, we elected Alex Mogilny. Instead of St. Pierre, our two 
successful candidates in the female player category were Jennifer 
Botterill and Natalie Darwitz. As a builder, we chose longtime University 
of Michigan coach Red Berenson. They chose Holland. 

For the purposes of this year’s exercise, we decided that as long as a 
candidate remains eligible for the real Hall of Fame, they had to be 
candidates for us once again. 

Naturally, this set up an especially difficult debate on the female player 
side because one of the true giants of women’s hockey, Caroline 
Ouellette, became eligible for the first time in 2021. Since the female 
player category is limited to two — and it didn’t seem as if there was any 
way Ouellette would be anything but a unanimous choice — it meant that 
someone we elected internally last year would be passed over in 2021. 

Moreover, the real possibility existed that both could be unelected if 
committee members split the vote. 

Split votes are the single biggest reason why there’s a perception that so 
many “snubs” occur in real Hall of Fame voting. 

OK, let’s get started. 

For 2021, we had 12 nominations in the male player category, including 
three players eligible for the first time: the Sedins and Henrik Zetterberg. 
There were three nominees in the female player category and seven 
builders. 

As per the actual Hall of Fame protocols, we did the voting in the 
following order — first the men, then the women, then the builders. 

Here’s how it unfolded. 

Male player category 

Nominees: Daniel Alfredsson, Rod Brind’Amour, Theo Fleury, Sergei 
Gonchar, Steve Larmer, Vincent Lecavalier, Alex Mogilny, Daniel Sedin, 
Henrik Sedin, Keith Tkachuk, Mike Vernon and Henrik Zetterberg. 

One of our voters, Sean Shapiro, noted how “once again, this was 
incredibly difficult to vote on” — and I would second his observation. 

As you review the case for every player, your first instinct might be to 
think: Yeah, that’s a Hall of Fame resume for sure. 

Then you’re faced with an actual ballot, where you can only select a 
maximum of four so you prioritize. 

When all the votes were counted, only one player made it on the first 
ballot: Mogilny, who received 16 of 18 votes. 

The first ballot looked like this: 

Just as in 2020, our committee selected Mogilny, the dynamic Russian, 
who once scored 76 goals in a single NHL season. 

As Scott Wheeler convincingly argued: “If there’s a bulleted list of 
qualifications for the HHOF, you’d be hard-pressed not to check each of 
them in Mogilny’s favor. His international career is pristine. Mogilny was 
the youngest player on the 1988 Soviet team that won gold at the 
Olympics, shortly after he was named best forward on the world juniors 
team that won silver that year. The following year, he won gold at both 
the world juniors (and at the world championship). His NHL career, 
despite being plagued by injuries and chronic hip pain, puts him in HHOF 
company, too. He has the Stanley Cup to complete the induction into the 
Triple Gold Club and he was a perennial all-star in his prime.” 

The Sedins came oh-so-close on the first ballot — 13 votes each, just 
one short of the number needed to get in. 

From there, it was scattered. Every single player received at least one 
vote. 

If we were exactly following HHOF voting protocols, we would have 
dropped the five players who’d just gotten a single vote apiece, and had 
a second ballot, with six names on it, and the chance to vote for up to 
three. 

But last year, we instituted our own rule in order to expedite the process 
and eliminated anyone with fewer than five votes. 

It left us with a second — and final — ballot, featuring just three names: 
the Sedins and Gonchar, who had a quietly effective career, playing 
mostly in the shadow of the great Nicklas Lidstrom. 
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Rob Rossi made a strong case for Gonchar, noting how closely his 
career overlapped with Lidstrom’s and how, over that period of time, 
Gonchar was No. 2 among defensemen in most of the major offensive 
statistical categories. 

Still, it was a spirited discussion, back and forth. 

Mark Lazerus made a great point ahead of our second ballot — one you 
frequently hear echoed on social media: “The problem I always have is 
the bar, to me, has been lowered for so many players in the past and that 
sometimes, the ballot feels as if it’s populated by players who would 
qualify for the Hall of the Very Good.” 

Frequently, however, you also come up against just the opposite 
argument — especially from fans and supporters of individual players 
such as Alfredsson, Brind’Amour and Vernon, who have strong 
credentials but keep getting passed over. They argue that the Hall is 
being incredibly shortsighted and even petty to overlook someone who, 
in their minds, is clearly an obvious omission. 

That push/pull from opposite sides of the fence is what makes the real-
world selection process such a challenge: Knowing that whichever 
direction you go, there will be a torrent of abuse coming from one corner 
or the other. 

But after a vigorous debate, the second ballots were cast and counted 
and it ended up this way: 

The Sedins were elected. Gonchar, who had my vote, came up short. 

I thought Arpon Basu summed it up well: “I had trouble with the Sedins 
as well, but wound-up voting for both of them. Statistically, it’s borderline, 
but I kind of went with the highly subjective ‘Are they Hall of Famers to 
me?’ and they are. When you are among the four or five best in the world 
for a decent amount of time, which I think they were, that’s good for me.” 

The male player class of 2021, as elected by The Athletic: Alex Mogilny, 
Daniel Sedin and Henrik Sedin. 

Female player category 

Nominees: Caroline Ouellette, Jennifer Botterill, Natalie Darwitz. 

Just as in 2020, the vote in the female player category went quickly, 
though the outcome changed. 

I thought Ouellette would be a unanimous choice. Instead, she came up 
a vote short. But she was easily elected. 

I thought there was a chance Botterill and Darwitz would split the second 
vote. Wrong again. 

Botterill handily won the second available opening. 

As Lisa Dillman argued, the case for Ouellette was simply overwhelming: 
“She is one of five athletes to win a gold medal at four consecutive 
Olympic Winter Games. Additionally, she was a six-time IIHF World 
Championship gold medalist and six-time silver medalist, winning her first 
gold in 1999 and (a) final gold medal in 2012.” 

So, longevity as well as excellence. 

And importantly, you cannot overlook her success outside the 
international arena: In three seasons at the University of Minnesota-
Duluth, Ouellette had 229 points (92 goals, 137 assists) in 97 games, an 
average of 2.36 points per game. 

Dillman concluded: “Ouellette checks all the boxes — success at the 
collegiate level and impeccable credentials on the international stage.” 

No arguments there. When the real-life Hall of Fame committee meets in 
June 2022, there is little doubt Ouellette will also be a first-ballot choice. 

Welcome to the Hall, Caroline and welcome back Jennifer! 

Builder category 

Nominees: Francois Allaire, Dave Andrews, Red Berenson, Herb 
Carnegie, Cassie Campbell, Paul Henderson, Viktor Tikhonov. 

Once again, the builders proved to be a most contentious category, 
largely because the definition is so broad. In the player category, even if 
you’re required to evaluate performances across different eras, it’s more 
of an apples-to-apples comparison, one player evaluated against 
another. 

By contrast, the builder category can include anyone who’s made a 
contribution to hockey at the “coaching, managerial or executive” level or 
anyone contributing to the game or an organization in “a significant off-
ice role.” 

That’s wide-ranging. 

In effect, it turns builders into a catch-all category. Instead of comparing 
apples to apples, or even apples to oranges, you’re now comparing 
apples to bananas and bananas to pumpkins. 

After the first ballot, five names were eliminated. 

It left two candidates still in the running, Berenson, our choice from a 
year ago, and Carnegie. Oddly enough, when we went to a second ballot 
Berenson didn’t get the necessary 14 votes. 

Sean McIndoe made an impressive case for Carnegie, arguing that he 
was “often cited as hockey’s first Black star and among the most 
successful professional players of the 1940s and 1950s. He was a three-
time MVP in the Quebec Provincial League who later starred on a line 
with Jean Beliveau for the Quebec Aces of the vaunted Quebec Senior 
Hockey League. 

“A Canadian of Jamaican descent, Carnegie faced racism throughout his 
career, including taunts and insults from opponents and fans. A widely 
reported (and sometimes disputed) comment attributed to Maple Leafs’ 
owner Conn Smythe suggested that Toronto would have gladly signed 
Carnegie had he been white. Carnegie was offered a tryout and later a 
minor league contract by the Rangers in 1948 and could have been the 
first Black player in NHL history, but chose to remain in the QSHL rather 
than take a pay cut to start in New York’s farm system. Beliveau would 
later state his belief that Carnegie was excluded from the NHL because 
of his skin color, a view shared by Hall of Famer Red Storey. 

“While he never played in the NHL, Carnegie’s success inspired future 
generations, including a teenaged Willie O’Ree. After retiring as a player, 
Carnegie went on to open one of Canada’s first hockey schools, with an 
emphasis on creating a culture of respect and tolerance. He was named 
to the Order of Canada in 1996. It took the Hockey Hall of Fame far too 
long to induct O’Ree. Sadly, the same mistake is being made with 
Carnegie, who passed away in 2012 and deserves the recognition from 
the hockey world that he was largely denied in his lifetime.” 

That seemed to be enough for our voters: 

Carnegie received the missing votes needed, and then some, and was 
elected while Berenson was left out. 

Belatedly, we welcome the late Herb Carnegie to The Athletic Hockey 
Hall of Fame. 
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The Athletic / Jarome Iginla’s Hall of Fame career, in 20 stories not often 
told: ‘Everything he does, he wants to beat you’ 

 

By Hailey Salvian Nov 15, 2021 
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The easiest way to win a trade when sending a Hockey Hall of Famer out 
the door is to bring in another one. That’s what then-Flames general 
manager Al Coates did in December 1995. 

Joe Nieuwendyk wanted out. And Coates wanted one blue-chip prospect 
— not a package — in return for the Flames’ star. That came in the form 
of 18-year-old Jarome Iginla of the Kamloops Blazers. 

Coates says he knew the Flames got a good player with star potential. 
However, not many could have predicted what Iginla would become. A 
Calgary newspaper ran a headline that read “Iginla Who?” 

“(He was a) prospect coming out of junior, and to what extent he was 
going to excel, well, nobody’s going to suggest they knew that,” Coates 
said in an interview with The Athletic. “What we knew was (we were) 
going to have a player for the next 10 to 12 years in the organization that 
was going to play well at the NHL level and enhance the organization.” 

Most NHL trades have a winner and a loser. This one didn’t. Nieuwendyk 
won his second Stanley Cup – and a Conn Smythe Trophy – with Dallas. 
And we now know what Iginla did, and what he brought to Calgary. 

Over an NHL career spanning 20 seasons, Iginla scored 625 goals and 
1300 points in 1554 games. He won or contended for nearly every award 
available to an NHL forward, including two Rocket Richard trophies and 
one Art Ross and he was – stunningly – the runner-up for the Hart in 
2002. He also added the King Clancy, Ted Lindsay and Mark Messier 
Leadership awards to his trophy case. He won two Olympic gold medals 
with Team Canada and came one goal short of a Stanley Cup in 2004. 
He was the first Black player to score 1,000 points in the NHL and the 
first Black male athlete to win a gold medal at the Winter Olympics. 

And now, after a 12-month delay, Iginla will officially be inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame on Monday night. 

There’s been thousands of words and plenty of ink spilled on Iginla over 
his career. Which means there’s probably not a lot you don’t know about 
him. 

You’ve probably heard of “The Shift” in the 2004 playoffs. The golden 
assist at the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver. You’ve seen the goals, the 
fights and everything in between. 

Here, we have collected stories you might not have heard before – like 
his wrestling matches with Shane Doan, taunting Jason Strudwick and 
his loyalty to the Calgary Flames – that might tell you more about Iginla. 

Calgary newspapers weren’t the first to be taken by surprise by Iginla. 

“Who the hell is this guy?” Strudwick remembered saying the first time 
they played against each other in the Alberta Midget (under-18) Hockey 
League. 

Iginla was the best player in the league, scoring 34 goals and 87 points in 
36 games for Saint Albert, and he was only 15 years old. 

“I didn’t know who he was,” Strudwick said. “And then we played them, 
and our team would get destroyed like 10-1. Obviously, I scored the one 
goal, but Iggy would get like five points.” 

A year later, Iginla was with the WHL’s Kamloops Blazers. Again, he was 
grabbing Strudwick’s attention — this time, from the same bench. 

Against Portland in the Western Conference finals, Iginla chased down a 
teammate’s clear attempt, negated the icing call and set up a game-
sealing goal to send the Blazers to the WHL championship. 

“I’m like, OK, now I get it,’ Strudwick recalled. “For me, that was an all-
world play. It was a hustle play, a determination play, a scoring play. 
Everything that I thought that he would become in future years, that one 
play to me kind of opened my eyes. 

“And after that, the next year he comes back and he’s just an animal and 
scoring and fighting and being a leader. And before we know it he’s in the 
NHL doing that, too.” 

The call to tell Iginla he had been traded to Calgary included some 
crossed wires. 

“He thought he got traded to the Calgary Hitmen,” Coates said. 

After Kamloops lost in the WHL playoffs in 1996, Iginla took another call. 
This time, the plan was more clear. 

“How would you like to play in the Stanley Cup playoffs?” Coates said. 

Iginla, just 18 at the time, accepted and was given the details for a 7 a.m. 
flight the next day for an afternoon game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Iginla arrived in Calgary, signed his entry-level contract and 
attempted to introduce himself to all of his teammates individually without 
realizing the time. 

That’s when Theo Fleury gave the rookie some advice: “You might want 
to get dressed now that you’re here.” 

Iginla suited up for his NHL debut — sporting a No. 24 jersey, not No. 12 
— on a line with Fleury and German Titov and got an assist. 

“He was a big kid, so he did not look out of place, at all, in an NHL 
game,” Coates said. “Size-wise or, as it turned out, even in that game, 
ability-wise.” 

Iginla played one more game, and scored his first goal, before the 
Flames lost the series. After that, the Flames had seen enough from their 
Nieuwendyk return. And he would never play a moment in the minor 
leagues. 

Craig Conroy and Iginla are close friends to this day. But it didn’t quite 
start that way. 

When Conroy joined the Flames in 2001, Iginla wasn’t happy about the 
team trading Cory Stillman, a proven scorer, to St. Louis for a checking 
centre. In his retirement speech, Iginla joked that, at the time, he was 
wondering “who else” the team was getting in return. 

The two had fought during the regular season in the weeks before the 
trade — “It didn’t go well for me,” Conroy laughs. Days after the deal, the 
Flames also fired Don Hay, who had coached Iginla to two Memorial 
Cups in Kamloops. 

“Tyson Nash and I (played) together in St. Louis and he’s telling me 
Iginla is the greatest guy in the world,” Conroy said. “And he was pretty 
cold, so you’re just thinking ‘This is the great guy?’ He’s not being 
welcoming.’” 

Conroy quickly got promoted to the top line after an injury to Marc 
Savard. On one of their first shifts together, on a three-on-three rush, 
Conroy made the mistake of opting for the safe, smart play, which to him, 
was chipping the puck into the corner. 

It was the sort of play that would be made on the third line in St. Louis, 
perhaps. But not on the top line in Calgary with Jarome Iginla. Once on 
the bench, Iginla made that clear. 

“Hey, if you’re going to chip the puck in there, you go get it,” Conroy 
recalled him saying. “We’re not a checking line. We’re here to score 
goals.” 

A few shifts later, Conroy dished the puck over to Iginla, who scored on a 
one-timer. “That was more like it.” 

Jamie McLennan, who played for the Flames twice over three seasons, 
described Conroy and Iginla’s relationship as one of an old married 
couple. 

“They were attached at the hip,” he said. “They would argue all the time. 
They’re so close, but they were both fiery and competitive and Connie 
would never back down either.” 

McLennan said they never argued more than when they played Sudoku 
together before games. 

Iginla was never late per se, but he was always just on time. 
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Conroy said that when Darryl Sutter was coaching the team, if the bus or 
a meeting was at 10 a.m., Sutter would want everyone there ahead of 
time: “If you’re not five minutes early, you’re late.” Iginla did not comply. 

“If we had to be at the rink at 9 a.m., I’m not lying, he walks through the 
dressing room at 8:59 and 30 seconds,” McLennan said. 

“Nothing made Darryl more mad,” Conroy said. “I’d be on the bus and 
Darryl would be asking me, ‘Hey, where’s your buddy?’ And I’d be like, 
‘I’m not his keeper!’ 

“It drove me crazy because I would get in trouble for it. He wouldn’t get in 
trouble because he’s Jarome Iginla.” 

To Iginla’s credit, McLennan said his timing was methodical. 

“He might be there at 9:45 or something,” McLennan said, “but it would 
take him that entire time to get into the room, because he’s got to stop 
and talk to the security guard and there’s stuff for him to sign and he just 
has everything planned out.” 

Doan saw it first-hand and admits that both he and Iginla are “just on 
time” for things. Though, he says, Iginla’s reasons — not excuses — are 
good. 

“He’s just a guy that just likes life, and so he’ll engage with people. And I 
think that’s probably most of it,” he said. “He genuinely takes time for 
people. He’s not cutting you off or leaving a conversation. And I think it’s 
one of the things I admire most about him is that he’s not in a rush. But 
there’s a tendency when you’re like that to, maybe, be right on time.” 

Iginla can be forgetful too. 

His childhood friend Bill Russell remembers days when Iginla would 
forget his baseball glove in his mom’s car. It wasn’t until she drove away 
that he realized where it was. 

And, at one game in their minor hockey days, Iginla got to the AgriCom 
— a big venue in Edmonton the team was excited to play in for the first 
time — with an important piece of equipment missing. 

“He goes to put everything and he’s like, ‘Oh my God,’” Russell said. 

Iginla forgot one of his skates. He had to sit in the stands and watch the 
game. He and Russell talked about the mishap “just the other day,” and 
Iginla is still mad about it. 

One approach to limiting the damage Iginla could do in games? Let him 
score, lay low and move along. 

“It was well known, ‘Don’t wake him up,” McLennan said. “Don’t engage 
with him, don’t get physical, because that was his bread and butter that 
got him going in a game.” 

A prime example would be in the 2004 Cup run. Iginla was emotionally 
engaged, fighting Derian Hatcher and Vincent Lecavalier — among 
others — and scoring big goals. He was awake. And that’s something 
opponents didn’t often want to face. 

“I never wanted to tap into that part when I was playing against him, 
because I knew he was a whole other level of nasty,” Strudwick said. “It’s 
one thing to get scored on, but it’s another to get run over, scored on and 
beat up. And Iggy could do that. 

“It’s a very rare combination in an elite player.” 

On one of those emotionally charged nights, Iginla was fed up with Blues 
defenseman Todd Gill. Conroy, who once played with Gill, cautioned 
Iginla against a fight. 

“I remember being like, ‘Todd Gill is tough. He’s not big, but he knows 
what he’s doing,’” Conroy said. “So we go out, and sure enough, Gill 
gives him a shot and Jarome starts throwing punches.” 

Iginla lost the fight. His face was covered in blood, and he needed 
stitches. 

“I told you not to do it,” Conroy told Iginla as he left the ice. 

“Shut up, shut up,” Iginla yelled back. “Don’t say a word.” 

Sitting in the crowd at the 2001-02 NHL Awards in Toronto, Conroy had a 
prime seat for one of the most baffling moments of Iginla’s career – when 
Jose Theodore beat him out for MVP. 

“I played with Jose, so I was happy for him,” Conroy said. “But to watch 
what Jarome did that year, live next to him, I was just thinking, ‘What? He 
just got robbed!’” 

That season, Iginla scored 52 goals and 96 points to win both the Rocket 
Richard and Art Ross trophies as the league’s leader in both categories 
and was voted by his peers as the most outstanding player. 

The Flames failed to make the playoffs for a sixth straight year, but it was 
a dominant season from Iginla and the first in a run that teammates 
argue had in him the conversation as the best player in the world. 

Theodore won the first-ever Hart Trophy tiebreaker, as the player who 
received more first-place votes. However, it was soon after discovered 
that a single voter – believed to be from Montreal – had left Iginla off their 
ballot. Even a fifth-place vote would have given Iginla the win. 

It’s an outcome that is still controversial today. 

“I’m friends with Jose, and I think Jose’s incredible. But what Jarome did 
that year was unbelievable,” Doan said. “There’s no way that makes any 
sense.” 

“He got absolutely robbed for the Hart,” McLennan said. “Not that 
Théodore didn’t have a great year, but leaving somebody off their ballot 
out of spite cost Iggy the Hart. 

“The fact that a media member in Montreal did not even put him on their 
ballot is an absolute embarrassment.” 

At the time, voters’ ballots were anonymous. Now, the Professional 
Hockey Writers Association publishes all ballots in the interest of 
transparency. 

Iginla could chirp with the best of them. Strudwick knows that well. 

With the Chicago Blackhawks, Strudwick was assigned to match up 
against Iginla one night. “May not have been a good choice by the 
coach,” he said. 

On one of the first shifts, Iginla took Strudwick one-on-one and scored. 
He immediately started to chirp his friend: “That’s a minus, big boy. 
That’s a minus.” 

“I was so mad. And Jarome was yelling at me ‘I’m gonna get another 
one,’” Strudwick said. “And I’m like, ‘No, you’re not. I’m gonna shut you 
down.’” 

He didn’t. Iginla scored a second goal, this time after using Strudwick as 
a screen and shooting from distance. 

“The whole way back to the bench, his buddies are celebrating and he’s 
yelling, ‘Get back out there Strudwick, I gotta get the hat trick,’” he said. 
“He just loved it right? And he still brings it up! 

“Because that’s how he was. He’s just so competitive. Everything he 
does, he wants to beat you.” 

One of the most popular stories out of the Salt Lake City Olympics was 
Iginla booking — and paying for — a hotel room for two fans who made 
the trek from Calgary and planned to sleep in their car. 

Iginla’s friends and family heard the story at the same time as the rest of 
the world. 

“It’s not something that he would phone up his buddies (about) and say, 
‘Jeez, I just had this crazy thing happen,’ and then go through the story,” 
Russell said. “It was nothing that we even knew about until it became 
public.” 
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When Iginla did call Russell from Salt Lake City, it was to wish his friend 
a happy birthday. Russell was in Nottingham, England, playing pro 
hockey, and had just watched Canada win a gold medal. Iginla didn’t 
bring that up, either. 

“He was wishing me a happy birthday, seeing how the family is, and what 
I’ve been up to, and how my hockey was going,” Russell said. “And they 
had just won the gold medal, right? It wasn’t like, ‘Hey, did you see that?’ 
And I’m sure he knew we were watching. 

“That’s just how he’s always putting others first, ahead of his own 
interests and priorities. And that really kind of sums up the type of person 
that he is.” 

Iginla’s time for people — for fans — made him “the gold standard” for 
his athlete friends, McLennan said. Everyone knows about Salt Lake 
City, but fewer know about a young Flames fan Iginla took care of in 
2004. 

Iginla noticed a boy standing behind the fence near the players’ parking 
lot in Calgary — rain, shine or cold; win or loss — yelling and cheering for 
his team. The boy was there all season. And when the Flames made the 
playoffs, he wasn’t on the fence line anymore, he was in the building. 

“Jarome took care of him,” McLennan said. “During the Final run, he 
always made sure he got into the games.” 

That’s another example, but it’s far from the last one. All of Iginla’s 
friends have their own stories about his personal touch with fans, 
whether it’s buying tickets or signing autographs late into the night. 

“The way he conducts himself, the way he treats his family, his friends, 
the fans, the game of hockey, everything was with incredible respect and 
humility,” McLennan said. 

“Public perception and private perception sometimes don’t match. With 
him it does. What you see is what you get.” 

When Conroy decided Iginla should be the Flames captain in 2003, he 
thought it would be a longer discussion. 

“I go into the steam room, (Martin Gelinas) was there, and I said,‘Hey I 
think you should be captain,’” Conroy, the captain the year before, said. 
“And he goes, ‘OK!’” 

That was the end of the discussion. 

“Jarome was the captain, you know?” Conroy said. “He was ready to take 
that step and it was just time.” 

Conroy joked that Iginla, always a competitor, was quick to accept the 
offer because Doan, his longtime friend, had gotten the captaincy in 
Arizona first. Iginla, he said, didn’t like that. 

Doan, on the other hand, didn’t mind it. 

“I got drafted ahead of him, and then to see what he did — it was kind of 
like, everything that I did, I was grateful and thankful for … unless you’re 
being compared to Jarome,” Doan said. “I got beat in every single other 
thing, so for me to have the ‘C,’ just that little thing? That one was nice.” 

It might not be shocking to hear that a Hall of Famer was competitive, but 
Iginla took it to another level. Especially with his friends. 

“At Christmas, we’d bring skates over because he had an outdoor rink in 
the backyard, but we wouldn’t let the kids go out and do it,” Conroy said. 
“We would go play one on one out there. And he just had to win. 

“If I happen to be up a few — ‘Well, we’re playing up to 10 now.’ And he’d 
beat me, I’ll give him the credit, but it was always that way in whatever 
we did.” 

Before video-conference poker nights, when Iginla texts McLennan trying 
to keep track of who is leading in chips on $5 hands, there were in-
person game nights at Iginla’s home. 

“We would play Risk on Friday nights at Iggy’s house. It’s the game of 
world domination, right? And he’s so competitive that he has to win,” 
McLennan said. “And if he ended up losing, it was almost like he wanted 
to kick you out of his house.” 

When Iginla, Doan and Tyson Nash played together in Kamloops, they 
killed time with impromptu wrestling matches in hotels and dressing 
rooms. 

“Someone would push somebody. Someone would push someone else. 
Someone would start chirping somebody,” Doan said. “Then all of a 
sudden, you’d end up with a big wrestling match.” 

Strudwick wanted no part of it. “Shane Doan is a man child,” he said, 
“and Nash and Iggy would rather die than have you beat them.” 

“I was like the same size as I am now,” Doan said. “So it was a little bit of 
an advantage.” 

Old habits die hard. When Iginla, Nash, Doan and Darcy Tucker had their 
jerseys honored by Kamloops a decade later during the 2004-05 lockout, 
guess what happened at the hotel? 

“We ended up wrestling rather late into the night, and it was rough,” Doan 
said. “Which sounds so bad, even as I said that out loud. We had a good 
time. And I think security ended up getting called to our floor. 

“We thought (the security guard) was Darcy. So we went to grab him — 
which startled the security guard, because Jarome was going to grab 
him, and I was going to grab him and drag him in and get him.” 

What do you say when your best friend has just lost the biggest game of 
his career? Russell, along with another childhood friend, was outside the 
Calgary locker room after the Game 7 loss in Tampa Bay in 2004. 

“I think we were just all, like, speechless,” Russell said. “Nobody could 
get words out, you know what I mean?” 

It was – when it came to hockey – the most vulnerable they’d seen Iginla. 

“It was just one of those moments,” Russell said. “He’s not an emotional 
guy, but he was then, that’s for sure. 

“There’s not a lot you can say. ‘You did great. You did an awesome job.’ 
Whatever. ‘You had an unbelievable run.’ It’s not really anything anybody 
really wants to hear after a loss, but (you) at least just kind of try to be 
there for the support, right? 

“I think he went maybe a little quiet after that.” 

Jarome Iginla’s jersey retirement ceremony in 2019. (Candice Ward / 
USA Today) 

After 2004, when the opportunity to win a Cup in Calgary seemed 
increasingly far away, Iginla’s close friends thought he should explore 
joining a team closer to contention. 

“He always said, ‘No, we have a good team and it’s going to happen in 
Calgary,’” Russell said. “He really wanted to make that work, and win in 
Calgary so badly.” 

Conroy has a similar memory of Iginla. 

“We always used to talk about ‘what do we want to do here?’” he said. 
“And Jarome wanted to be the one to bring a Stanley Cup to the Calgary 
Flames. He wanted to bring it to Calgary for the fans.” 

Iginla never did get another close shot at a Stanley Cup in Calgary. “At 
some point in his career, he did have to move on,” Russell said. 

At the 2013 deadline, Iginla was traded to the Cup-contending Pittsburgh 
Penguins for Kenny Agostino, Ben Hanowski and a first-round pick. He 
played five more seasons, chased a Cup with Colorado, L.A. and Boston, 
and retired in the summer of 2018 without the one major trophy he could 
never win. 
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“We’re from Canada, so it’s not too crazy. We’ve got some winter tires,” 
said an area man interviewed by Boston 25 News during a snowstorm 
last winter. 

It was — unknown to the reporter — Iginla. 

IS IT JUST ME, OR WAS THIS JAROME IGINLA BEING INTERVIEWED 
AT A REST AREA DURING STORM COVERAGE AND CH. 25 MIGHT 
NOT HAVE REALIZED IT? @NICOLEOLIVERIO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/F43BCYEQG2 

— JIM CLARK (@IN_THE_SLOT) DECEMBER 6, 2020 

It didn’t take long after the 6 p.m. news for the group text — with Russell, 
McLennan, Strudwick among others — to blow up. Conroy saw it, too. 

“Oh yeah, I immediately texted him,” he said. “I could see Jarome 100 
percent wanting to say no, but he’s so nice that he did it. I mean, 
everybody was chirping. It was hilarious.” 

Russell: “Obviously, he wasn’t really expecting it. He was just getting 
gas.” 

Doan: “That was him as comfortable as he’s ever been in an interview, I 
think.” 

Still, they said, it was classic Iginla. “I don’t think there was literally 
anybody else around,” Russell said. “So I think he was like, ‘Well, OK, 
fine. I’ll just do it.’ I don’t think he expected it was going to end up on TSN 
and stuff.” 

“But he said it actually was pretty bad. It was his daughter’s game. He 
was gonna turn around and come home. He’s like, ‘This is not good.’” 

Iginla is a fantasy baseball nerd. 

“It’s nonstop,” Doan said. “He pays more attention to his fantasy baseball 
team than probably almost anything else. It’s awesome.” 

Iginla joined the former Coyotes keeper league three years ago. Doan, 
Mike Smith, Jason LaBarbera (now the Flames’ goalie coach), Michael 
Stone (also on the Flames), Brian McGratten, Matt Stajan and Christian 
Dvorak also are in the league. Because Iginla is relatively new, his team 
hasn’t been very good. He’s been working to change that. 

“You look at your phone at midnight or the next day and the waiver wire 
is all Iggy,” LaBarbera said. “He’s got the most transactions out of 
anybody by a mile.” 

Iginla is also the type of general manager to try to force friends into bad 
trades. 

This year, he tried to trade four prospects for Salvador Perez, a catcher 
who finished the season with 48 home runs, a record for the position. 

Doan didn’t know much about the pieces he was offering. So Iginla went 
into sales mode. 

“You’ve never heard of this guy?” he said. “Let me tell you about him.” 

For his next act, Iginla is focused on coaching and being a hockey dad. 

“He is a full-on, not crazy hockey dad, but it’s borderline,” Doan said. 

Iginla has three kids, each currently playing hockey. He stayed in Boston 
after retiring to coach one of his sons there. And now he’s in Kelowna 
coaching the U-15 prep team with Russell. Both their sons are on the 
team. 

“Hockey, obviously, gave Jarome a lot of things, and he earned every bit 
of it, and was, as he would say, really fortunate and blessed along the 
way,” Russell said. “With that came a passion for the sport for him at a 
really young age. And now he has a passion for coaching and developing 
players.” 

Besides passion and intensity — Iginla was ejected from a game a few 
years ago — he brings expertise, communication skills and a willingness 

to defer to his assistants. It’s Russell who reminds players, if need be, 
that their head coach has 1,300 NHL points and a pair of gold medals. 

“Here’s a guy who’s one of the greatest players of his generation and 
he’s searching for answers,” Strudwick said. “I know a lot of guys who 
played and they think they know everything but I don’t think we do. 
There’s holes in our coaching knowledge that Jarome tries to backfill his 
understanding (of the game). I think that says a lot about him.” 

Iginla is getting something out of it, too. All those bus trips, Russell said, 
provided plenty of time to work on the speech he’s set to deliver Monday 
night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Enshrined at last, Class of 2020's induction didn't lose its 
lustre with delay 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – The “Ig-gy! Ig-gy! Ig-gy!” chants began before his dress 
shoe had made an imprint on the red carpet. 

The Jarome Iginla fans warmed a cold November night, be it teammate 
Mike Cammalleri calling him “a better friend than he is a player” or a 
diehard rocking a No. 12 Kamloops Blazers throwback sweater just 
looking for a photo op. 

No, an honour delayed doesn’t lose its lustre. 

So, while the 2021 Hockey Hall of Fame class was intended to be the 
2020 Hall class, the six new inductees’ patience paid off Monday night 
inside Meridian Hall, just an Iginla slapshot away from the Hall itself. 

“The words ‘welcome back’ have never meant so much,” Hall chair Lanny 
McDonald announced, after the pandemic postponed one of the brightest 
stars on the hockey calendar. 

Although the location was changed and facemasks emblazoned with an 
HHOF logo were worn by the honourees between speeches, their 
overdue induction was still meaningful. 

Honouring the Class of 2020 

A one-year delay doesn't dim the shine of being inducted into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. Learn more about some of the greats who were enshrined 
on Monday. 

| Jarome Iginla doesn't dwell on what could have been 

| How Ken Holland went from vacuum salesman to Hall of Famer 

| Kevin Lowe, ultimate team player, did all the dirty jobs 

Iginla — the son of a Nigerian immigrant and an Edmonton native who 
grew to be a Flames legend — captured the surrealism of it all when he 
flashed his trademark smile and accepted his plaque from Mark Messier. 

“He was one of my all-time favourites growing up. I need that picture 
later,” Iginla said. “This is so cool.” 

The author of the Golden Assist reflected on Grant Fuhr and Willie O’Ree 
and Herb Carnegie, Black players who made his dream more attainable. 

“Why are you playing hockey?” Iginla remembers a white kid saying to 
him. 

Look at him now. 

Kim St-Pierre, 42, became just the eighth woman and first goaltender to 
gain entry. 
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Canada’s three-time Olympic gold medallist and five-time world 
champion spoke of the power of shattering glass ceilings, competing 
against men, and looking up to fellow Quebec goalie Manon Rhéaume — 
who played pre-season games for the Tampa Bay Lightning in 1992 and 
’93. 

A crowd of St-Pierre’s national teammates came out to support her 
induction, and Caroline Oulette received a special shutout: “Being friends 
with a goalie is not easy.” 

St-Pierre credited the women who are making in-roads in the game and 
called for a single professional women’s league. 

“We have the power to achieve anything,” St-Pierre stated. 

The crowd rose to applaud. 

Decked out in a shiny black three-piece tux, Marian Hossa revealed that 
he had invited Nick Lidstrom to fly from Sweden and present him his 
plaque, which will now stand near those of fellow Slovak legends Stan 
Mikita and Peter Stastny. 

Hossa thought back to getting his hands on a VHS tape of Wayne 
Gretzky highlights as a young boy: “It inspired me to get on the ice and 
try impossible things.” And later trying to mold his approach as a pro to 
Mario Lemieux: “He let his play do all the talking.” 

When legendary Chicago Blackhawks defenceman and current San Jose 
Sharks general manager Doug Wilson received the call from McDonald, 
he replied: “I’m not even a Hall of Famer in my house. It’s my wife.” 

Wilson continued that theme from the dais, looking at wife Kathy, 
surrounded by some of their six grandchildren (a seventh is on the way), 
and calling her the heartbeat of a swelling family. 

“This weekend is more about you than anyone else,” Doug said. 

Wilson — the 1982 Norris winner and most prolific blue-line scorer 
Chicago has produced – thought back to the people who helped him but 
could not be here: mentor Tony Esposito, first roommate Stan Mikita, and 
his father. 

Growing up in Ottawa, Wilson’s parents encouraged him to play all sports 
and “find the one that you love.” 

A love for the game was instilled in Kevin Lowe from a boyhood spent in 
Lachute, Que., where there were only four pursuits. 

“Church, work, school and hockey — and not necessarily in that order,” 
Lowe explained. 

Lowe, 62, too lamented the absence of his late father, Clifford, who once 
instructed his son that pucks would never hurt him: “They’re made of 
rubber.” 

But a few ’80s Oilers — Paul Coffey, Mark Messier, Jari Kurri (jetting in 
from Finland) – did roll out to support the six-time Cup champ. 

A raspy Lowe earned one of the gala’s biggest laughs when he cracked 
that, sadly, his strained voice was due to a cold and not due to a 
throwback night of Boys on the Bus partying. 

With Lidstrom and Mike Babcock in the theatre, Steve Yzerman 
presented Ken Holland with his builder plaque, praising the four-time 
championship architect GM’s “honesty and personal approach” to the job. 

Holland kicked off his speech with the tale of his NHL debut, as a 25-
year-old in net for the Hartford Whalers, 41 years ago this month. 

When he gave up five goals to the Rangers in the second period, he 
thought to himself: “Ken, you’re never going to be in the National Hockey 
League again.” (Not quite true: Though banished to the minors, Holland 
the goalie did resurface two seasons later for three more NHL games — 
and a .811 save percentage – with the Detroit Red Wings.) 

Fair to say, Team Canada’s 2010 GM and the man currently building 
around Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl fared a little better on the 
other side of the glass. 

Quipped Holland: “Hockey’s been very good to me after I stopped trying 
to play it.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.16.2021 

1226493 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs ownership ‘fantastically supportive’ of 
Shanahan’s plan 

 

Luke Fox November 15, 2021, 4:57 PM 

 

TORONTO – Brendan Shanahan, the player, sees a common link 
between the two most famous coaches he played under, Mike Keenan 
and Scotty Bowman. 

“I can handle a mean coach. I don’t mind a guy barking and yelling and 
winding me up, and I do think it had to be some of their plan with me,” 
Shanahan explained Monday, in conversation with Brian Burke at the 
PrimeTime Sports Management Conference. 

“It was wind me up, get me mad, then put me on the ice. I was usually a 
better player when I was angry.” 

Bowman and Keenan could be anger provokers, a couple of excellent if 
gruff bench coaches who weren’t afraid to play mind games or keep their 
players on edge. 

Absolutely, Keenan’s off-ice methods weren’t always well received by his 
charges. An example: spitefully scratching a player he’d learned had 
purchased a bunch of tickets for friends and family to watch him play a 
road game. 

But once the puck dropped, both men knew how to drag the best 
performance out of Shanahan, who won three Stanley Cups with 
Bowman’s Detroit Red Wings. 

“Scotty hated comfort. He hated for his team and his players to ever feel 
complacent and comfortable. So, he created adversity always,” 
Shanahan said. 

“Then once the playoffs started, he took away adversity. You were 
hardened by then. Scotty created adversity, but it wasn’t cruel.” 

It is through this lens, then, that we must frame the approach of Brendan 
Shanahan, the president of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

We are now 16 games deep into Year 8 of the Shanaplan. Although the 
homegrown president’s vision has produced a resounding No. 1–overall 
lottery win, many secured free agent targets, and five straight postseason 
appearances, there’s been no winning when it matters. 

“To me, it’s always about development. It’s about them dealing with the 
adversity,” Shanahan said, bringing it back to the Bowman method. 

“If it didn’t exist in November, December, January, he found a way to 
create adversity, so you’d be hardened by the time the playoffs came. 
When things get noisy and the pressure mounts, we work internally to 
solve problems and solve issues.” 

Internally, there is a direct line of belief in place. 

Shanahan has his handpicked GM, and Kyle Dubas has his handpicked 
head coach. Sheldon Keefe had a major voice in selecting his current 
assistants. And the brain trust agreed to double-down on its Core Four 
star forwards, avoid blockbuster trade temptation, and re-up top 
defenceman Morgan Reilly before the bill came due. 
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The sense that this could be a make-or-break campaign for the key 
players involved is well founded. 

Remember, Dubas declared heading into this fall: “For better or worse, I 
believe in this group…. I know that the decision lies on me, and the risk is 
for me in going ahead that way.” 

A run of eight wins in nine outings (some ugly, some dominant) has 
helped ease the tension in Leafland from the rocky four-game losing skid 
that preceded it. 

Shanahan joined that rocky October roadie following Toronto’s 
embarrassing 7-1 loss to Burke’s depleted Penguins squad, and his 
presence spurred (denied) speculation that someone (Dubas? Keefe? A 
star player?) might not be long for the Blue and White. 

Adversity like that is a reminder of the radioactive market in which 
Shanahan must steer this ship, but it could well be directed as fuel for 
this spring. 

During a rare public appearance, Shanahan again endorsed everyone 
under his employ. 

“I think we’ve got a great coach. I think we’ve got a great general 
manager. And I think the whole staff is really committed to it,” Shanahan 
said, unwavering. 

“We’ve got fantastic players who care a lot. They want to be the ones. 
Not everybody wants to play in a big city where there’s a lot of pressure, 
but our guys want to be the ones to rewrite history here in Toronto. 

“They understand it has to happen in the playoffs. It hasn’t happened yet, 
but I do really believe in them all that we’re going to get it done.” 

Shanahan’s company line hasn’t changed much from the tone he struck 
after the Leafs’ Round 1 collapse to the Montreal Canadiens. 

But one of the great unknowns is how Shanahan’s own bosses, Larry 
Tanenbaum and Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment, truly feels about his 
plan to keep running it back through the adversity. 

Tanenbaum has been spotted at multiple home games this season and 
went into the dressing room to congratulate the players after a win. 

“Ownership has been fantastically supportive,” Shanahan said. 

“And when I look at some of these players we have—good mix of 
veterans, young guys, many that we drafted and brought up—to me, it’s 
about going through these adverse moments so your stronger when the 
playoffs do come. 

“You keep pounding on that door until you finally break the door down.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators feeling mental, physical fatigue as outbreak 
leads to postponements 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

The Ottawa Senators are prisoners in their own town. 

They can’t practice, let alone go out. It’s rink/home. If they even live at 
home. Many don't right now, to protect their families. 

While the rest of the NHL more or less eases into post-pandemic life, the 
Senators have turned back the clock. The lockdown bubble is back. A 
young, growing Ottawa team is trying to perform that impossible 
gymnastic exercise of drawing closer together while remaining physically 
apart. They are masked and weary. 

Their dressing room has been cut in half, spaces between stalls doubled 
to allow distancing and players moved out to other rooms to reduce 
numbers. 

Tested multiple times daily, players are showing positive COVID-19 tests 
and then not -- such that over the past several days, forward Drake 
Batherson and defenceman Nikita Zaitsev were both placed on the 
COVID-19 protocols list, then removed, only to be put back on again. 

Batherson, with a boatload of family and friends here from Nova Scotia to 
see his game against Pittsburgh on Saturday, was put on the list in the 
morning, then removed in the afternoon, and was the Hockey Night In 
Canada hero with a career-high four-point night in a 6-3 victory that 
ended a six-game losing streak. 

The next day, Batherson, Ottawa’s scoring leader and best forward, was 
put back on the protocols list and the Sens got routed 4-0 by Calgary. 

False positives and true positives are getting to be a collective negative. 

“Everyday there’s something unexpected,” Senators captain Brady 
Tkachuk says. “So, of course it kind of wears on you mentally.” 

With 10 Ottawa players and assistant coach Jack Capuano testing 
positive over the past 10 days, Sens players are living in fear that they’re 
up next. How could they not think that? 

“You’re almost crossing your fingers every single day hoping that you get 
through with a negative (test),” said veteran defenceman Michael Del 
Zotto. “It is a learning experience, with the different tests we’re doing, and 
trying to keep everyone safe, not just the players but their families and 
staff as well. It’s a great opportunity for guys to learn the mental side of 
the game.” 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Del Zotto says Senators have great opportunity to learn from adversity 

With 13 years in the league, Del Zotto says he is trying to help 
emergency callups like D-men Lassi Thomson and Jacob Bernard-
Docker. Thomson has stepped in seamlessly in his first three NHL 
games, but there are little pointers and supportive comments that can be 
vital for a raw rookie. Yet, Tkachuk notes that veterans and rookies are 
often in different dressing rooms, so they can’t even talk during 
intermission about little mistakes made or so much as say, “don’t worry 
about that.” 

How impressive have newcomers like Thomson, Bernard-Docker and 
winger Egor Sokolov been, jumping into the lineup without the benefit of 
off-day practices? This non-playoff team, spiralling at 4-10-1 to open the 
season, is in playoff mode, as far as no practices between games. 

Hockey players are proudly stoic. They trot out their “next man up” lines 
and “no excuses.” 

But this group will be relieved that the NHL finally stepped in to postpone 
all three games this week on the Senators calendar. 

On Monday, the league dropped the Senators' Tuesday game in New 
Jersey, the Thursday game against the Nashville Predators at the 
Canadian Tire Centre, and Saturday’s matinee versus the New Rangers 
at the CTC. For now, the expectation is that the Senators will resume 
action on Nov. 22 in Colorado against the Avalanche. 

It took an extreme situation to bring about the postponements. With the 
COVID-19 cases now in double figures in Ottawa, the AHL Belleville 
Senators are tapped dry to the point they are virtually signing people off 
the street to assemble a roster there. 

This will give the Senators a chance to get some players healthy this 
week and back on the ice, although there will likely be no practice 
sessions for the next few days. 

While the COVID-19 cases ran through a team like the San Jose Sharks 
(seven cases) rather quickly, the Ottawa situation is lingering, protracted. 
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“Mentally, players don’t know if they’re in (a lineup) or not in -- they’re 
waiting on the test and it’s a lot of distraction,” says head coach D.J. 
Smith. “You know, it’s hard enough to win in the National Hockey League 
with no distractions, no noise and a healthy group, let alone all the 
distractions that go with the testing and the last-minute pullouts. 

“It’s the NHL, we have to try to find ways to win. (Sunday) was a tough 
one for us.” 

New captain Tkachuk, just 22, is putting up a brave front, however 
chaotic the background scenes may be. 

“It’s just such a weird situation right now,” Tkachuk says. “We’ve just got 
to get through it and make sure everybody’s healthy and doing your part 
to stop this spread.” 

Remaining Time -0:32 

Pinto leaves game with possible shoulder injury on faceoff 

Loss of Pinto hurts 

Just as in life, “no good deed goes unpunished,” it can seem, for every 
bright spot, a dark one emerges for the Senators. With Batherson cleared 
to play on Saturday, and centre Shane Pinto, 21, finally back from his 
shoulder injury, it felt as though the Senators were turning a corner on 
the crisis. 

But as Pinto bent low, clutching his right shoulder following a first period 
faceoff against Pittsburgh, it represented a massive blow to a roster 
already thin down at centre. Still a rookie, Pinto has slid right into a 
second line centre role with the Senators, but now could require surgery 
to repair the shoulder. 

“He commanded the ice in the middle,” Smith said. “The way he 
controlled the game when he was out there, it’s a huge loss for us.” 

With Batherson added to the protocols list on Sunday, the Senators are 
missing several key forwards -- Connor Brown, Batherson, Pinto, Alex 
Formenton, Colin White -- and a lot of experience on defence -- Zaitsev, 
Josh Brown, Nick Holden, plus young defencemen Victor Mete (COVID-
19) and Erik Brannstrom (broken hand). 

Thomson impresses 

It’s a small sample size, but the smooth, smart play of Thomson has 
been one of the bright spots for Ottawa in a rough stretch. In just his third 
game, Thomson vaulted up to the top pair with Thomas Chabot, playing 
20-plus minutes. Thomson played even more than that in his NHL debut 
Thursday. While he was minus-three on Sunday, the Flames were 
scoring on Anton Forsberg from outside and with deflections. 

Before the game, Smith admitted it is a bonus to get a sneak preview on 
some of Ottawa’s upcoming talent. 

“You know, what I saw from him last year at the end of the year when I 
watched AHL games was just how good his feet are, his gap,” Smith 
says. “He snaps the puck hard. The NHL is a game of inches and things 
happen quick. When D snap the puck you are able to beat coverage and 
what-have-you. 

“The thing I’ve been impressed with is his ability to defend so far. Boxing 
out, speed to pucks. Really good stick. A lot of young kids have offensive 
ability to make plays, but their ability to defend is what gets them in the 
league sooner than later and he’s been really good.” 

Is it just me, or does Thomson remind anyone of a young Sami Salo? 
Like Salo, Thomson has a strong shot, plays a smooth, effortless game 
and makes smart plays. 

Gustavsson owns net 

The lone goaltender on the COVID-19 list is starter Matt Murray. In his 
absence, Filip Gustavsson continues to be a rock for the Sens. 
Gustavsson made several big saves early against the Penguins 
Saturday, including during a 5-on-3 advantage, to give his team a chance 

to get the offence going. On Thursday, Gustavsson deserved better in a 
2-0 loss, with both L.A. Kings goals coming on deflections. Anton 
Forsberg was not great on Sunday so Gustavsson could be leaned on 
more when the team returns to the ice. 

Considering the Sens overall record, Gustavsson’s stats line is 
remarkable: 3-3-1, 3.01 goals against and .915 save percentage. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Big brother prevails as Matthew Tkachuk's Flames beat 
Brady's Senators 

 

Eric Francis 

 

OTTAWA -- Kneeling opposite one another at centre ice during pre-game 
warmup, Matthew Tkachuk got his first glimpse of the C on brother 
Brady’s jersey. 

Asked afterward what he was laughing about as he pointed to the A on 
his chest, he took the opportunity to do what older brothers typically do: 
remind everyone who the boss is. 

“Deep down he knows I make the calls back home when we’re together 
in the summer,” chuckled Matthew, following the Flames' 4-0 win over 
Brady’s short-handed Senators. 

“He can be the captain of his team. He’s got me on that, because I’m not 
the captain of mine. 

"But he knows who is captain in the summer.” 

Pausing ever so slightly, he caught himself. 

“It’s probably my mom, honestly,” added Matthew. 

“But when it’s me and him, he knows who it is." 

Remaining Time -5:33 

NHL Highlights: Flames 4, Senators 0 

Matthew’s Flames certainly called all the shots Sunday in a one-sided 
affair most could have predicted, given the Senators have 10 players in 
COVID-19 protocol. 

However, having gifted a similarly depleted San Jose Sharks team two 
points last week, not to mention being embarrassed by a far inferior 
Senators squad all last season, the Flames knew they couldn’t take 
anything for granted. 

“We probably made that mistake against San Jose, looking too much 
ahead of them,” said Matthew. 

“That was a tough lesson learned. Teams like that work harder than 
when they have all their top guys and regulars in. They worked hard 
tonight, but I thought we worked smarter. We knew we were idiots if we 
would have looked past them.” 

Andrew Mangiapane’s 10th of the season opened the scoring late in the 
first, followed by second-period goals from Elias Lindholm and Tkachuk 
that set the stage for a Nikita Zadorov snipe in the third. Uneventful, just 
as the Flames wanted. 

While the brother act dominated the talk heading into the game, all the 
chatter in Calgary afterward will revolve around backup goalie Dan 
Vladar’s second consecutive start. 

A tidy 27 saves later, the man who was Calgary’s first star in Toronto two 
nights earlier had his first NHL shutout. 
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Asked if he was surprised by the assignment, the soft-spoken, 24-year-
old shrugged. 

“It’s my job to be ready for every single game and if I get the call I have to 
give my team a chance to win,” said the Czech rookie, who is now 3-0-1. 

“We haven’t won for three games in a row, so I thought we came with the 
mindset we wanted to win tonight, and it just worked out. From the get-go 
we were just the better team, and more focused team. I had no 
rebounds, so, easy game for me.” 

He’s right, although things can be made to look easier than they are 
when you combine being 6-foot-5 with being positionally sound. 

Asked where the puck from his milestone effort would be going, he 
smiled. 

“I heard I’m going to get it framed, I’m super excited about that,” he said. 

“I think we just came with the right mindset tonight.” 

The first man to congratulate him at the final buzzer was Oliver Kylington, 
who had apologized to Vladar on Friday after his fanned clearing attempt 
wound up snapping the goalie's shutout bid late in a 2-1 overtime loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

On this night, Kylington’s ongoing brilliance led directly to Mangiapane’s 
league-leading ninth road goal after the 24-year-old defender stepped up 
to intercept a pass and fed it to Sean Monahan, whose shot was deftly 
redirected in. 

Kylington now has points in nine of his last 10 games to lead all Flames 
blue-liners in points. 

Coach Darryl Sutter said the decision to start Vladar was made for two 
reasons, namely the fact he wanted the red-hot youngster to experience 
the weight of consecutive starts, while also spelling Jacob Markstrom off 
for what should be five days between starts by the time he plays in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday. 

“Same (as) his last game, I thought he was really good around the net,” 
said Sutter. 

“Those are tough starts for the classic backup guy. That’s part of being 
an NHL player. He’s showing that as we go. We’re still learning lots about 
him, but he’s learning how we want him to play too.” 

The game marked Walker Duehr’s NHL debut, making the college free 
agent signing the first player in NHL lore from South Dakota. 

His rookie lap was uneventful, as were his eight minutes of ice time. 

The 23-year-old Duehr was discovered by Flames college scout Billy 
Powers while constantly monitoring his teammate at Minnesota State 
Mankato -- Connor Mackey. 

Duehr replaced Tyler Pitlick in the lineup. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe: Nylander closing consistency gap but ‘needs to be 
pushed' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of Tuesday’s 
home game against the Nashville Predators. 

--- 

With the Leafs locked in a tight game against the Sabres in Buffalo on 
Saturday night, William Nylander didn't see the ice during the final two 
minutes and 55 seconds of the third period.  

  "Defensively, the [Auston] Matthews, Nylander and [Ondrej] Kase line 
was giving up a lot and was not producing much offensively," coach 
Sheldon Keefe explained. "It was at a point in the game where I had to 
make a decision to put some lines together that were going to give us a 
chance to hopefully win the game, but certainly not allow us to lose the 
game. I had to make that decision. It is not necessarily a reflection on 
Will in particular. It's me having to make a call at that time."  

  Michael Bunting, who had scored earlier in the game, took Nylander's 
spot.  

  "Bunting, because of the fact that he hadn't played much, but had 
played well, could give us a little boost at that particular time," Keefe said. 
"If we got to overtime, Will was going to be the first guy over the boards 
in that situation. We just decided to make that switch for that part of the 
game." 

  Nylander is off to a great start with 15 points in 16 games. He's tied with 
John Tavares for the team scoring lead. Only Washington's Alex 
Ovechkin has fired more shots on net this season than Nylander.  

  "He's a world-class talent,” said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "One of 
the most talented players in the game. The stuff he does on the ice is not 
something many guys can do." 

  If Nylander can do it consistently, he'll be considered among the best in 
the game.  

  "I want to be there," the smooth-skating Swede confirmed. "That's my 
goal, to strive for that. You have to have a full complete season and 
playoffs." 

  Saturday's minus-2 performance was an example of what's holding him 
back. 

  "It was not too good," Nylander readily admits. "Didn't really generate 
that much offence." 

  The 25-year-old seemed to reach a new level in last year's playoffs. He 
led the Leafs in scoring with five goals and three assists and drove the 
second line after Tavares was knocked out of the series. Maintaining that 
level over 82 games, however, is an entirely different challenge.  

  "There's nights you feel really good and energetic and nights when you 
don't and you have to adjust your game and he's a guy who's learning 
that," said Spezza. "We play every day and it takes a lot of mental grind 
and physical grind and it's a skill that's learned." 

  After Friday's 2-1 overtime win over the Calgary Flames in which 
Nylander posted two assists, Keefe did his best to pump the brakes on 
the No. 88 hype train. The coach said Nylander still has another level to 
get to. 

"I've talked to Will a number of times and he's made it very clear to me 
that he's a guy that wants and needs to be pushed and challenged and 
feels that he needs that so, at times, that's the way it's going to go," 
Keefe revealed.  

  On Monday, Nylander said he's happy with his season, but far from 
satisfied.   

  "Want to do better," he stressed. "There's certain aspects that you want 
to keep going and getting better at. For example, spending more time in 
the O-zone and generating heavy shifts down there and making their 
defence tired." 

  It's impossible to be flying every night, but that's not necessarily the 
goal.  

  "Make sure that the difference between your best and your worst is not 
a massive gap," Keefe said. "I think that's really important as a player, 
but it's not an easy thing to get to. I certainly believe that William, through 
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the last year, and I'm talking parts of last season and parts of this 
season, is really starting to close that gap." 

'World class' Nylander starting to close the consistency gap 

With 15 points in 16 games, William Nylander is tied for the Leafs scoring 
lead, and is on pace for a career best season. Despite his success, 
Toronto head coach Sheldon Keefe is still pushing for more, as he 
believes the 25-year-old has another level to reach. Mark Masters has 
more. 

--- 

  The Leafs have won eight of nine games, but Keefe is shaking up his 
top tandems. Matthews and Mitch Marner have been reunited on the top 
line alongside Nick Ritchie. Nylander has rejoined Tavares and Alex 
Kerfoot on the second line.  

  "When I focus on Auston and Will I don't think, at five on five, the 
connection has been there," Keefe explained. "Through 10 games, they 
have connected for one goal, which was when Auston got a second 
assist on William's goal in Philadelphia off of a skate. Aside from that, 
they have produced, but the lines have been different or they have been 
playing with different players when they have scored." 

  The Matthews-Nylander and Tavares-Marner combinations were put 
together following a 7-1 loss in Pittsburgh.  

  "I do think the individual players have played well," Keefe said. "But 
when I went through and looked at the chances Auston has generated, 
the chances that Will has generated, they haven't necessarily involved 
each other. It just speaks to how great individually that they are, but the 
connection hasn't been there ... I think we are in a spot where I would like 
to go back to what I intended at the start." 

  Ritchie and Marner played together in the first six games of the season. 
Matthews joined them for three games after returning from wrist surgery.  

  "Auston, Ritchie, and Mitch is what we had started with and It didn't go 
well," Keefe acknowledged. "I think all three players, frankly, are in a 
different place right now with their games than where they were. We want 
to give it another run. We like how it sets things up underneath that." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews, Marner reunited on top line 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe will reunite Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Marner on the top line, saying he believes the two players 
along with Nick Ritchie are in a different place with their games than 
before and he'd like to give it another run. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

  After sitting as a healthy scratch on Saturday, 21-year-old Rasmus 
Sandin will draw back into the lineup for Tuesday's game. He skated 
alongside Travis Dermott at practice. Timothy Liljegren, 22, will be the 
odd man out against the Predators.  

  "We feel that we have seven defencemen who can and should play," 
Keefe said. "We have to manage that. At the same time, with Sandin and 
Liljegren, it is important that — while we think both guys have played 
well, particularly together — we manage them appropriately. I looked at 
Sandin's situation. He has already played more games this season than 
he played last season. He didn't play much in the AHL at all with his 
injury and the way the season went. He didn't play much in the NHL. He 
has played a lot of hockey and I would say the same about Liljegren, 
recently."  

  Sandin played 15 total games last season (AHL and NHL, including the 
playoffs). Tuesday will be his 16th game of this season.  

  Liljegren played 23 combined games last season (AHL and NHL). He's 
already up to 10 this season.  

  "We are coming off of a very busy schedule," Keefe said. "[Liljegren's] 
play warranted that he stay in the games, but this is a good chance for 

him to take one night, ease the schedule a little bit, and give others the 
chance to go. He will certainly get himself back in." 

  --- 

  After allowing four goals on 27 shots in his NHL debut on Saturday in 
Buffalo, Joseph Woll remained the team's backup goalie at practice.  

  "We are taking it a game at a time with that," said Keefe. "I think the 
experience that Joe got the other day is tremendous for him and his 
development. I am thrilled for him that we were able to get him a win. 
Every day that he is able to spend here is a good day for him and his 
development." 

  The Leafs have another back-to-back set on the schedule this weekend 
with games Saturday (versus Pittsburgh) and Sunday (at New York 
Islanders).  

  Toronto's other depth goalie options made their case for an NHL start 
over the weekend as the Toronto Marlies played a pair of games in 
Chicago. Erik Kallgren stopped 38 of 39 shots in a win on Saturday. 
Michael Hutchinson turned aside 37 of 38 shots in an overtime win on 
Sunday.  

  "We see guys pushing down there," said Keefe. "Kallgren and 
Hutchinson came off of two great starts. We have that happening. We 
just have to make sure we take it a day at a time and continue to monitor 
it. [General manager] Kyle [Dubas] is really on that situation more than I 
am. We are just going to continue to prepare the team." 

'Just happy I was able to do it with the Leafs': Woll reflects on NHL debut 

Joseph Woll was emotional following his NHL debut on Saturday. "It’s 
something you dream of as a kid and I’m just happy I was able to do it 
with the Leafs,” the 23-year-old goalie said. "It was such a special team 
win." The St. Louis native plans to give the game puck to his mom, who 
made the trip to Buffalo. "She's a really special person,” Woll said. "I’m 
happy she was able to come and share the moment." 

 --- 

  Jack Campbell was all smiles at the end of practice. The goalie, who will 
play his 100th career NHL game on Tuesday, brought a trophy onto the 
ice ahead of a shootout competition.  

  "The only thing that I can say about that is that goalie coaches and 
goalies in general do strange things, but you generally give them some 
rope, because they're so important to the team," said Keefe with a big 
smile. "They were trying to create a little extra competition towards the 
breakaways and shootouts this season, but I don't know a whole lot 
about it other than that." 

    Jack Campbell brought a trophy onto the ice ahead of some post-
practice shootout work 

    Keefe: “The only thing that I can say about that is goalie coaches & 
goalies in general do strange things, but you generally give them some 
rope, because they’re so important to the team …” 
pic.twitter.com/WSHYxnPD6I 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 15, 2021 

'Goalies do strange things': Mysterious trophy spices up Leafs shootout 
competition 

After a trophy showed up on the ice during a shootout competition at the 
Maple Leafs' practice on Monday, Jason Spezza and head coach 
Sheldon Keefe were asked about it but refused to give away the details 
behind it's mysterious appearance. 

--- 

  At the end of an optional morning skate recently, Spezza lined up pucks 
in the corner and took some bad-angle blasts at the net. The 38-year-old 
was amused that a Twitter video featuring that work, posted by your 
humble correspondent, made waves on social media.  
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  "I've done it for 20 years and because now I'm in Toronto and you 
decide to film it and put it on the Internet, now the whole world sees it," 
Spezza said with his trademark laugh. "I kind of go through the same 
routines at practice that I have for years." 

    No such thing as a bad-angle shot for Jason Spezza 
pic.twitter.com/8iX6AUkwNd 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) October 30, 2021 

Spezza actually tried to score on that exact shot during Wednesday's 
game in Philadelphia.  

  "I thought [Carter] Hart was out and off the angle," Spezza noted. "You 
saw [Dylan] Larkin score the other day off a similar type shot."  

  "It'd be really cool to see him bury one from there," Nylander said. "He's 
got a wicked one timer. I'd love to see that."  

  The sequence in Philadelphia inspired the website 
heatdaddymerch.com to start selling T-shirts featuring Spezza in the 
corner ready for a one-timer under the title, "The Spezza Zone." 
Matthews was quick to reTweet.  

  "Auston tweeted it and we had some good laughs," Spezza said. 
"Definitely some levity out of it."  

    SPEZZA ZONE. my hands were tied. I had to. I’ll whip these bad boys 
up tomorrow. All orders from https://t.co/rKQwMFXE2s will ship next 
week. pic.twitter.com/hOwxhHbzlZ 

    — big heatdaddy (@DanyAllstar15) November 11, 2021 

Spezza amused that bad-angle shot practice went viral 

Despite being a savvy veteran, Jason Spezza is never opposed to fine 
tuning his skills and something that he has been doing for a long time 
during practice has gotten the attention of the internet, to the delight of 
his teammates. Spezza's practice shots from a particularly bad angle has 
been part of his routine for 20 years but has only now been captured. 

--- 

  As he was leaving the ice following the win in Philadelphia, Jake Muzzin 
tossed his stick to a fan in a No. 8 Muzzin sweater.  

  "I saw him in warm-ups and (laugh) he looked like he was having a 
good time," the defenceman said. "I don't think there's many Muzzin fans 
in Philly. I didn't like that stick anyways so I thought I'd give it to him." 

  The man screamed in delight while holding the stick up high. Yes, 
Muzzin saw the reaction.  

  "Someone did send me the TikTok video," he said. "Yeah, he was pretty 
happy. I'm happy it made his night."  

    muzzin fan catching his stick. unbelievable moment #leafsnation #leafs 
pic.twitter.com/gDc8pSc2hC 

    — maddie (@simmerssworld) November 11, 2021 

'I'm happy it made his night' Muzzin rewards rare Muzzin fan in Philly 

Jake Muzzin made a fan's night in Philly last week when he threw his 
stick to him and the Leafs' defenceman was happy that his gesture 
seemed to make the fan more than happy. 

 --- 

  A reporter asked Morgan Rielly if he saw the funny bounce the puck 
took on his game-winning goal Saturday night.   

  "I didn't think it was that funny,” the deadpan defenceman said before 
breaking into a smile. "It's just a little good luck so I'll take it." 

  Rielly's shot hit the crossbar before bouncing off the ice in the crease 
and back into the net stopping the clock with 11.8 seconds left in the third 
period. It was his 35th shot of the season, but his first goal.  

  "I kind of feel like early on there were plenty of opportunities and posts 
and stuff so definitely it's about time," Rielly said. "So, just good to get it 
off your mind." 

  Earlier in the game, Bunting snapped his own drought. The winger 
looked skyward after ended a six-game dry spell.  

  "More relief than anything," Bunting said with a laugh. "I've had my 
chances and it just hasn't been going in for me, but all it takes is one for 
that floodgate to open. Hopefully, I can move on from that little slump 
there and start putting it into the net." 

  Bunting only produced two even-strength assists during a recent nine-
game run on the top line. On Saturday, he started on the fourth line.  

  "Wherever I am in the lineup I'm coming in and playing my game," the 
26-year-old rookie said. "It doesn't bother me if I'm on the fourth, third, 
second or first line, I'm coming in and playing my game and nothing 
changes for my mindset."  

'It's about time': Lucky bounces help Rielly, Bunting snap droughts 

Morgan Rielly scored his first of the season with 11.8 seconds left in 
Buffalo on Saturday. "It's about time," the defenceman said of his game-
winning tally. "Good to get it off your mind." Rielly benefited from a funny 
bounce on the play. "I didn't think it was that funny," he said with a grin. 
Michael Bunting snapped his own six-game drought earlier in the game. 
"More relief than anything," the winger said. 

--- 

  Lines at Monday's practice: 

  Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase  

Bunting - Spezza - Simmonds  

Semyonov, Anderson  

  Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Dermott  

Liljegren 

  Campbell  

Woll 

    Forward Joey Anderson been loaned to the Toronto Marlies (AHL) 

    — Leafs PR (@LeafsPR) November 15, 2021 

Power-play units at Monday's practice:   

  Tavares 

Matthews - Nylander - Marner 

Rielly 

  Ritchie 

Engvall - Bunting - Spezza 

Sandin 
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TSN.CA / Travis Yost: Offence reigns supreme early this NHL season 
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Travis Yost 

 

Here’s an early regular-season trend in the National Hockey League: 
teams with punchless offences are losing. A lot. 

The old adage that defence wins championships isn’t going away any 
time soon. Despite the modernization of attacking styles and schematics, 
and, more generally, looser officiating across the four major leagues, we 
see defensive competency factoring in the outcome of games time and 
time again. Just last season, the Montreal Canadiens parlayed fantastic 
defence and goaltending into a Stanley Cup Final appearance. 

Despite that run, the NHL continues to see the same paradigm shift as 
other major sports leagues. The teams that are generating offence at a 
blistering rate – irrespective of core competencies anywhere else on the 
ice – are winning games. The teams that can’t find a way to the 
opposition’s net continue to lose. 

To illustrate just how seismic a shift this has been for the NHL, let’s 
compare the first month of this regular season to the 2011-12 season – 
the year where the defensively dominant Los Angeles Kings stampeded 
through the postseason en route to the Stanley Cup. 

Pay particular attention to how expected goal rates (both offensively and 
defensively) correlated with a team’s actual goal differential at even 
strength. 

First, the correlations from 10 years ago: 

Those are two reasonable relationships. Expected goal scoring was a 
decent indicator of how a team would drive goal differential the same way 
expected goal scoring against was. The r-squared value – where a value 
of 0 indicates no relationship, and a value close to 1 indicative of a strong 
linear relationship – affirms this. 

Or, to summarize, a great offensive team was a playoff contender, a 
great defensive team was a playoff contender, and a great offensive and 
defensive team was a near shoo-in for a playoff berth. 

Let’s zoom in on the 2021-22 season now. Caveats of smaller sample 
sizes apply here – that said, note the differences on both fronts: 

Put plainly once more: the great offensive teams this regular season are 
bludgeoning their opponents, and the correlation between great offensive 
teams and their ability to drive big goal differentials has significantly 
strengthened over time. Offsetting that? A team’s ability to limit opponent 
shot volumes (and the danger of those shots) has meant very little for a 
team’s ability to drive goal differential. In fact, through the first month of 
the season, no relationship exists. 

By way of example, consider the two extremes. The Vegas Golden 
Knights concede more expected goals than any team in the league and 
they are green in goal differential, whereas the Boston Bruins (the third 
best defensive team at even strength) are four goals underwater. 

Let’s break this into something a bit more digestible and zoom in on 
teams at the extremes so far this season – great offensive and defensive 
teams, and poor offensive and defensive teams, based on rate expected 
goals. Then, let’s consider their actual goal differentials through the first 
month: 

The top five teams in expected goals are 44 goals better than their 
opponents this season, and that’s with Vegas having the league’s worst 
defensive team (and a slew of injuries) to start the year, along with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs amidst an ugly shooting stretch. The top five teams 
in expected goals against, meanwhile, are one goal better than their 
opponents. 

Now let’s reverse it by looking at the weakest offensive teams and 
weakest defensive teams: 

The relationship breaks down meaningfully. Four of the league’s five 
leakiest defensive teams are still outscoring their opponents, but more 
notably, the teams that cannot generate offence are getting crushed to 
open the year. 

There are any number of explanations for this shift. I mentioned earlier 
that the league – like other leagues – have gradually shifted towards a 
rules structure that incentivizes scoring, like reducing the size of 
goaltending equipment. 

Front offices have also started to hunt for more dynamic offensive 
players through the draft, trading in hulking size and off-puck play for 
pace and scoring touch. And coaches have tailored at least some of their 
strategy towards chasing more goals: four-forward power-play 
deployments are extremely common, while fourth lines rife with goons 
are not. 

It will be fascinating to see whether this trend sustains itself over the full 
season. Goaltending performance – or lack thereof – can have a 
dramatic impact on team defensive performance and corresponding goal 
differential, and we have seen rather volatile performance here through 
the first month of the season. 

But right now, offence is reigning supreme. And if you can’t score in this 
era? Good luck says the data. 
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