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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ road victory over the Vegas Golden Knights 

By Chip Alexander 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-2 road 
victory Tuesday over the Vegas Golden Knights: 

-- Not sure what the Vegas odds are, but it’s a safe bet the 
Canes won’t be dropping off Seth Jarvis on the West Coast 
during this trip. The rookie forward is playing his way into a 
lineup spot, full time. He has too much speed, skill and an 
unusual toughness for his size -- 5-11 and 175 pounds -- for 
the Canes to send him back to his junior team, the Portland 
Winterhawks. 

Jarvis made some power moves to the net in the first period 
Tuesday, once carrying Vegas’ Chandler Stephenson, a 
strong 200-pounder, on his back. In the third, his quick follow 
on the rebound of an Ethan Bear shot gave the Canes a 3-2 
lead with his second goal in seven games (with two goals 
disallowed). 

Looks like Jarvis, who notched his first game-winning goal, is 
a keeper. As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “Another 
good game for him. He’s earned every bit of opportunity that 
he’s getting.” 

-- The “Tony DeAngelo Experiment” continues to work out for 
the Canes. Carolina took a chance in free agency in signing 
the enigmatic defenseman after losing Dougie Hamilton. So 
far, so good for DeAngelo: three goals, 11 assists in 14 
games. 

DeAngelo produced the game’s first goal Tuesday, jumping 
into the rush as Martin Necas, back in the lineup, made a 
well-executed setup pass. But you have to take the good 
with the bad. DeAngelo was caught up ice in the second 
period, forcing goalie Antti Raanta to make a one-on-one 
save. 

-- Good idea by Brind’Amour to take a look at Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi at center, his natural position. It came at the 
expense of Derek Stepan, who was made a healthy scratch 
Tuesday, but Brind’Amour continues to explore the best use 

of the player the Canes obtained with the offer sheet to 
Montreal. 

Kotkaniemi’s line, with wingers Steven Lorentz and Jordan 
Martinook, gave the Canes a lift in an otherwise mediocre 
second period for Carolina. The Canes’ fourth line had a 
relentless forechecking shift that lasted more than 80 
seconds, all in the Vegas zone. Kotkeniemi had two shots 
and Lorentz a third during the shift for the Canes, who 
outshot Vegas 42-23. 

“That line was good for us and generated some good long 
shifts,” Brind’Amour said. 

-- The decision to sit Stepan on Tuesday wasn’t the only one 
Brind’Amour had to make. Goaltender Frederik Andersen 
had three days of rest after Alex Lyon started, and won, the 
Saturday game against St. Louis. But Brind’Amour went with 
Raanta, who was playing his first game since his concussion 
Nov. 6 at Florida, where he relieved Andersen and was 
injured. 

Raanta had 21 saves in his second win of the season and 
stoned Vegas’ Mark Stone three times in the third period. “I 
felt like today was more what I want to do, more in control,” 
Raanta said. “Lots of fun today.” 

-- The mark of a good team is having the mental toughness 
to win on the road, and there might be no louder place than 
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, with all the glitz and noise. 

“When they get some goals the building gets really loud,” 
Raanta said. “It’s show business here, a pretty interesting 
setup.” 

The Canes now are 6-1 on the road, matching their home 
record to improve to 12-2-0 overall. Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck each had a goal and assist, and Necas 
and Teuvo Teravainen each had two assists, as the Canes 
won for the third time in four games at T-Mobile. Apparently 
another good bet.
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Hurricanes after-dark vibe check: Seth Jarvis finally gets lucky in Vegas 

By Sara Civian 

LAS VEGAS — The Hurricanes’ longest trip of the season 
kicked off with a 4-2 win in Las Vegas on Tuesday, and head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour is mostly glad the team won’t be 
playing catch-up from here on out. 

“These trips are tough, travel’s tough, and now the schedule 
really starts to crank up,” he said before the trip. “We’ve had 
a weird start where we’ve had a little bit of time between 
games, travel hasn’t been bad. Now it gets tough. … You 
always want to start well on road trips, obviously, it allows 
you to keep playing and it’s not, ‘Oh, we gotta get these 
wins. We’ve lost a couple.’ It’s always tough in that (Vegas) 
building, too.” 

For all the talk about the Vegas flu, there’s something to be 
said about the promise of an extra night in Vegas after a win. 
I call Brind’Amour the Gen Z whisperer because he’s great at 
positive reinforcement — a tool some coaches call “soft” so 
they don’t have to learn a new trick — and it worked in his 
favor once again Tuesday. 

“I push them — there’s no question about it,” Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “You always kind of wonder, at what 
point are they going to go wild? I’ve been doing it this way for 
three years, and I think the guys get that it’s successful. If we 
play hard every night, we have a real good chance to win. 
And if you play it right, which is playing the systems and all 
that, it really ups your ante on your chances to win. I think 
there’s a real good belief in that, and I think it’s showing.” 

If it seems like it’s been 300 years since the Canes took the 
West Coast, you aren’t wrong. This was our first 
#CanesAfterDark since that time Justin Williams was the 
hero in that 6-5 shootout win over the Golden Knights back in 
February 2020. God, we’re getting old, but some of us have 
still got it. 

Thank you for staying up with me for our first of several after-
dark vibe checks. 

• By process of elimination, someone had to sit when Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas were ready to go. That person 
was Derek Stepan, not Seth Jarvis. We have all seen Jarvis 
play enough to know he’s an NHL player at this point, and 
Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes have said as much. But 
keeping him in the lineup — on the first line, at that — is a 
vote of confidence. And we all know what happened next … 

• After two disallowed goals in 24 hours, Jarvis really made it 
count in Vegas with the “g-dub.” 

“I was scared for a second because they paused a little bit,” 
he said, laughing. “But yeah, it was nice. I was pretty sure it 
was going to count, but you never know. I was just happy 
they dropped the puck after, and I was able to celebrate.” It’s 

the little things in life, like goals counting and Antti Raanta’s 
postgame interviews. 

• Raanta was great after two defensive lapses in front of him 
led to two quick goals in the second. To be clear, none of 
that was his fault, but if the Canes had lost, we might be 
saying he could have saved the second one. As he said, 
“getting the win is the only thing that really matters.” Those 
defensive lapses definitely made you miss Brett Pesce. 
Pesce seemed in good spirits when I ran into him in the 
press box, for whatever that’s worth. But back to Raanta … 

“It’s always good to have a fresh mind and go to the games 
and enjoy the game,” he said. “If you go out there and you’re 
worried about doing some mistake, you will make the 
mistake. So just go there and have fun. Remember when 
you were a kid and you wanted to play hockey and hockey 
was fun. That’s kind of the feeling you want to get again. 
Behind this team, it’s fun to play. Guys are battling. You want 
to be part of that group. You want to show to the guys that 
you’re battling for them also. Lots of fun today, and we 
obviously got the win. That makes me happy.” 

• Another person who stayed in the lineup was Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, who replaced Stepan as the fourth-line center. 
He was taking faceoffs at the end of morning skate, and he 
got a little pep talk from Brind’Amour before he left the ice. 
“He was fine,” Brind’Amour said of Kotkaniemi’s performance 
as a center. “I’ll have to go watch it again, but I didn’t actually 
pay attention to if he was in the right places or not. I thought 
he was fine. His line was good for us. They generated some 
good long shifts and did what they had to do.” 

• I asked Golden Knights reporter Jesse Granger to describe 
the Hurricanes in three words: “Fast and creative.” Thank 
you, Jesse. 

• Period-by-period report: The hot new thing to discuss when 
trying to pick apart the Hurricanes like a game of Operation 
is the third period. Last Friday, they lost a game because 
they allowed two goals in the third. Saturday, they allowed a 
tying goal in the third but ultimately won. Tuesday night, 
proving narratives around this stuff are largely baseless, the 
Canes let two in early in the second to blow another two-goal 
lead, then had an awesome third. Maybe we don’t have to 
galaxy-brain everything. 

• It’s becoming clear that at the very least Rod Brind’Amour 
will make it into the Hockey Hall of Fame as a builder, but I 
think that’s an insult to his career as a player. I was one of 
two correct people on our staff to vote him in during our own 
little mock committee, and I went on a private rant in the 
selection committee group chat when he was not selected. I 
have all the respect in the world for my colleagues and the 
Hall of Fame committee, but all the facts and context in the 
column I wrote about Brind’Amour’s career last year still ring 
true.
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Jarvis scores game-winner, Raanta stellar in net in Carolina’s win in Vegas 

Carolina outshot the Golden Knights 42-23 to improve to 12-
2-0 on the season 

By Cory Lavalette 

It took five games and two disallowed goals, but Hurricanes 
rookie Seth Jarvis finally scored for the second time in his 
NHL career. For good measure, he made it a game-winning 
goal. 

Jarvis banged home a shot past goalie Robin Lehner 71 
seconds into the third period to give Carolina the lead, Antti 
Raanta returned from a concussion to make 21 saves and 
Carolina outshot the Golden Knights 42-23 in a 4-2 win 
Tuesday in Las Vegas. 

“it’s how it probably should look considering they’re missing a 
lot of players,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I 
just thought we just stuck to our game the whole way.” 

The Hurricanes won the opening 20 minutes only to 
squander a 2-0 lead in the second, setting up a winner-take-
all third period. It didn’t take long for Carolina to seize 
control. 

Sebastian Aho set up Ethan Bear for a shot that was blocked 
by Vegas’ Evgenii Dadonov and went right to Jarvis, who put 
the puck in for his first career game-winning goal. And he 
again got to the “dirty areas” of the ice to create his 
opportunity. 

“I think that’s what we noticed even at training camp,” 
Brind’Amour said of Jarvis. “You could tell he was willing to 
get in there. … He’s earned every bit of opportunity that he’s 
getting.” 

It was a long time coming for Jarvis, who scored in his 
second career game but had goals called off on both Friday 
and Saturday. 

“I was scared for a second because they kind of paused a 
little bit,” Jarvis said. “But yeah, it was nice. I was pretty sure 
it was gonna count, but you never know. So I was just happy 
they dropped the puck after and I was able to celebrate.” 

Vincent Trocheck then came off the bench and got a 
rebound goal of his own at 13:41 of the third, knocking in the 
puck after Lehner (38 saves) made a stop on a Teuvo 
Teravainen shot from between the circles. 

“(Jordan Staal) made a very captain-like play there in the 
third,” Trocheck said of Staal maintaining possession before 
coming for a change that allowed Trocheck to enter the zone 

fresh. “He was a last forward standing on the ice by himself. 
He got the puck in, got the puck back, battled it out, made a 
change while we had possession still, and I was able to 
come on and kind of just finish it. 

“I did all the easy work, he did all the hard work. … 
Whenever you’re coming off the bench, you can you see 
everything. So you know where the open areas are. So 
you’re licking your chops a little bit and hoping we can keep 
possession while you get in there.” 

The Hurricanes did, and it gave them the cushion they need 
to close it out — a situation made possible by Raanta’s 
performance in net. 

The 32-year-old goalie was playing for the first time since he 
came on in relief of Frederik Andersen in Florida on Nov. 6 
and was knocked out of the game after a collision with 
Panthers forward Ryan Lomberg. Raanta was concussed on 
the play and missed Carolina’s last four games. 

“Just go there and have fun,” Raanta said of his mindset 
entering Tuesday’s game. “Remember when you were a kid 
and you wanted to play hockey because hockey was fun. So 
that’s kind of the feeling that you want to get again. And 
behind this team, it’s a lot of fun to play.” 

His return to the crease was his best showing in the young 
season. Despite allowing two second period goals, Raanta 
kept the Hurricanes from falling behind with several dazzling 
stops when the game was tied. 

“Even though they scored a couple in the second period, I 
just felt like I was I was dialed in,” Raanta said. “I was pretty 
much ready to play. It just felt nice to get out there and play 
and, obviously, get the win.” 

It looked like Raanta might have an easy night after the 
Hurricanes jumped on the Golden Knights in the final nine 
minutes of the first period, scoring twice to get out to an early 
two-goal lead. 

On the first goal, Trocheck maintained possession at the left 
point and waited for Martin Necas to enter the zone before 
handing over the puck. Necas then passed to Tony 
DeAngelo inside the right faceoff circle, and the Carolina 
defenseman scored his third goal of the season with a short-
side shot that beat Lehner at 11:07 of the first. 

DeAngelo then drew a tripping penalty for the first power play 
of the game, and Carolina converted. Andrei Svechnikov set 
up Teravainen for a one-timer from the right point, and 
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Lehner’s rebound went right to Aho in front for his fifth power 
play goal of the season and seventh overall to make it 2-0 
with just under a minute left in the opening period. 

The first five minutes of the second period were the polar 
opposite. 

At 2:53 of the second, Brett Howden blew past Carolina 
defenseman Brendan Smith and beat Raanta to halve the 
lead. 

Then Shea Theodore jumped in from the point and was 
stopped twice by Raanta before he tucked in a third attempt 
at 4:12 of the middle frame to tie the game 2-2. 

That set up another tight third period — the fourth straight 
game and seventh time this season the Hurricanes have 

been tied during the final 20 minutes. They are 6-1-0 in those 
games and an NHL-best 12-2-0 overall. 

“We had a few lapses there early in the second, but we got 
back to our game right after that and stayed with it the whole 
time,” Trocheck said. “So I think that’s the recipe for us, to 
just kind of stay with our game, staying simple, and I think we 
did that tonight.” 

Notes: Trocheck was credited with seven hits in the game, 
including five in the first period. … Aho had a game-high 
seven shots on goal. … Necas had two assists in his first 
game after missing two games with an illness and now has 
points in four of his last five games. … Svechnikov had an 
assist and now has points in 12 of Carolina’s 14 games.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 17, 2021 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Start Trip With Win In Vegas 

Jarvis scores third period game-winner, four record multiple 
points 

By Walt Ruff 

LAS VEGAS, NV - The Carolina Hurricanes opened their six-
game road trip with a victory Tuesday night in Sin City, taking 
down the Vegas Golden Knights, 4-2. 

The Rundown 

After a choppy first three minutes of action that were filled 
with whistles the two sides then got down to business, 
providing the up tempo pace that was expected going in. 

Vegas came within inches of opening the scoring early, as 
forward Evgenii Dadanov tucked a wrarpound through Canes 
netminder Antti Raanta, but the blocker-side post came to his 
aid, keeping out the first dangerous look of the night for 
either side. 

It was then when the push began for the road side, first with 
a Tony DeAngelo power play goal. Vincent Trocheck allowed 
the play to become possible with a delay at the point, then in 
his return to the lineup, Martin Necas set up the first-year 
Cane to make it 1-0. 

DeAngelo's goal was not his only contribution of the 15-shot 
first period effort, as he'd then draw a penalty to send 
Carolina on a late frame man advantage, their first of the 
night.   

Courtesy of Sebastian Aho that power play moved to 1/1 with 
just 57 seconds remaining in the opening frame. The unit of 
Trocheck, DeAngelo and Andrei Svechnikov zipped the puck 
around the horn setting up a Teuvo Teravainen shot, once 
the curated a slam dunk rebound for the team's Finnish 
center. 

All appeared to be cruising in the Canes favor at the start of 
the second period, except that came to a crashing halt during 
a stint of just 79 seconds. An individual effort by Golden 
Knights forward Brett Howden got the home side on the 
board and then quickly following Shea Theodore jammed 
home a third effort to knot the contest only 4:12 into the 
middle frame. 

Scoring reset and leaving the contest to either side, then was 
when Antti Raanta stepped up to make several timely saves 
for his club. Admitting that he had rust in his first start of the 
year, a 6-3 win over the Chicago Blackhawks on October 29, 
the netminder appeared to have none of those effects in this 
contest, stuffing several high danger chances by Vegas to 
prevent his team from falling behind. 

The contest would move to the third period at that same 2-2 
score and as much as logic would suggest that the two 
Golden Knights goals took the wind out of the Canes sails, 
the eventual game-winning goal put it right back under them. 

Robbed of goals in the team's last two games, Seth Jarvis 
made no mistake tonight, putting back an Ethan Bear 
rebound to make it 3-2 Carolina. It was the second of what 
would become three rebound goals for the Hurricanes on the 
evening, exhibiting a knack for capitalizing on second 
chances. 

As the third period went on, Vincent Trocheck would claim a 
goal of his own, putting back the rebound of a Teuvo 
Tervainen shot to make it 4-2. It was the second Canes tally 
of the evening that came on the second effort following a 
Teravainen blast. 

The tally completed an offensive output that was at one point 
on pace for 51 shots, ultimately giving the team the win to 
advance to 12-2-0. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the game as a whole: 

"Great game for us. That's how it probably should look 
especially given that they're missing a lot of players. I just 
thought we stuck to our game the whole way. Obviously we 
had the lead and we gave it up and that's going to happen. 
They had a couple of chances and they capitalized. I just felt 
like we kept playing and when we needed, Raanta made 
some saves for us. I just liked the way we went about our 
business. It was good." 

Antti Raanta on his second start in comparison to his first: 

"I felt like today was more of what I want to do. I was more in 
control. Against this team it is always a tough battle and 
there is always a lot of pucks coming at you. In the second 
period was when I felt like I was really in the zone and 
started to get into the flow of the game. I thought my start 
tonight was much better than my first." 

Vincent Trocheck on his performance tonight, which included 
five hits in the first period and two points in total: 

"My legs felt awful in the first, I was just trying to hit people to 
stay in front of them. In the second I started to feel better. As 
a team, we kept it simple, except in the second period but we 
got back to our game in the third. That's the recipe for us. 
We stuck with it and it paid off." 

Bonus Notes: 

 Four Carolina Hurricanes posted multi-point efforts 
in the contest (Aho, Necas, Teravainen, Trocheck). 
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 Aho's goal tonight was his seventh of the season. 
Five of them have been on the power play. 

 Antti Raanta finished with 21 stops in 23 shots, 
advancing to 2-0. 

 The team's 42 shots on goal were a season high, 
besting their 41 from their opening night win over 
the Islanders. 

What's Next?: 

The Canes will once again practice in Vegas Wednesday 
and then fly to Anaheim ahead of Thursday's game.

 

 

 

Aho, Trocheck help Hurricanes defeat Golden Knights 

Each has goal, assist, Jarvis breaks tie in third period for 
Carolina 

By Danny Webster 

LAS VEGAS -- Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck each 
had a goal and an assist for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-2 
win against the Vegas Golden Knights at T-Mobile Arena on 
Tuesday. 

"Great game for us. It's probably how it should look 
considering they're missing a lot of players," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I thought we just stuck to our 
game the whole way." 

Tony DeAngelo and Seth Jarvis scored, and Martin Necas 
and Teuvo Teravainen each had two assists for the 
Hurricanes (12-2-0) in the first of a season-long six-game 
road trip. Antti Raanta made 21 saves after missing three 
games with a concussion. 

"Obviously it was only for a week that I was out, but all the 
practice and all that kind of stuff I've been working on, I just 
started to feel good," Raanta said. "Even though they scored 
a couple in the second, I felt like I was dialed in and ready to 
play." 

Brett Howden and Shea Theodore scored for the Golden 
Knights (9-7-0), who had their three-game winning streak 
end. Robin Lehner made 38 saves in his first loss since Nov. 
2 at the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

"I don't think anybody's going to feel sorry for the Vegas 
Golden Knights in this league," Golden Knights captain Mark 
Stone said. "The success we've had in four years, nobody's 
feeling sorry for us, so we've got to find ways to generate 
points, generate wins." 

DeAngelo scored his first goal in seven games at 11:07 of 
the first period to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. He received 
a cross-ice pass from Necas and shot from the right face-off 
circle. 

Aho made it 2-0 on the power play at 19:03, scoring on a 
rebound on Teravainen's point shot. 

"If you can keep the home team off the scoreboard in the first 
it's always good," Raanta said. "When they get a couple 
goals, the building gets loud and the home team gets the 
edge. It's always fun to come here, the show and 
everything." 

Howden cut the lead to 2-1 at 2:53 of the second period. He 
beat Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith to the puck and 
went backhand to forehand over Raanta's right shoulder. 

Theodore tied it 2-2 at 4:12. The defenseman received a 
pass from Stone and was stopped on his first two attempts 
before tucking it in with the backhand on the third. 

Carolina outshot Vegas 34-16 through two periods. Lehner 
stopped all 19 shots in the second period. 

"Robin gave us a chance to be in that game. I thought he 
was our best player again tonight," Vegas coach Peter 
DeBoer said. "They're a team that slings a lot of pucks to the 
net from the point, from bad angles, and I think in my time 
here we've taken a lot of pride in denying those pucks to the 
net with shot blocks or good sticks and we weren't good in 
that area tonight." 

Jarvis gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 1:11 of the third off 
a rebound from Ethan Bear's shot from the right circle. 

Trocheck scored off a rebound below the goal line at 13:41 
for the 4-2 final. 

"Especially in the first and third, I think we really played our 
game," Jarvis said. "I think in the second we stuck to our 
game but got away from it a little bit. I think we could've 
easily had over 50 shots. That's a testament for how we want 
to play; just put some pucks on the net, especially on face-
offs, create a little chaos, and good things happen when you 
go to the net." 

NOTES: Theodore left at 11:45 of the third period after falling 
awkwardly into the boards. There was no update. He has 
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scored eight points (one goal, seven assists) in the past 
seven games. … Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter 
returned after missing six games with a lower-body injury. He 
had one shot and one hit in 14:53. … Aho has scored seven 
points (four goals, three assists) in six career games against 
the Golden Knights. … Trocheck, in seven games against 
Vegas, has nine points (two goals, seven assists). … 
Carolina forward Andrei Svechnikov has seven assists in his 

past six games. … Forward Jonathan Marchessault, who 
leads Vegas with nine goals, was placed in NHL COVID-19 
protocol Tuesday. … Stone scored his 140th point with the 
Golden Knights (47 goals, 93 assists) in his 142nd game, 
surpassing Alex Tuch for sixth place in their history. … 
Defenseman Ben Hutton had an assist for his first point with 
the Golden Knights after signing a one-year contract Oct. 28.

 

 

 

Hurricanes open six-game road trip with 4-2 win at Vegas 

By W.G. Ramirez 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist 
and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Vegas Golden Knights 
4-2 on Tuesday night. 

Tony DeAngelo, Seth Jarvis, and Vincent Trocheck also 
scored for the Hurricanes, while Antti Raanta stopped 21 
shots. 

Brett Howden and Shea Theodore scored for the Golden 
Knights. Robin Lehner made 38 saves. 

It was a matchup of two of the hottest teams in the league, 
as Carolina opened the season 11-2-0 and the Golden 
Knights came in riding an 8-2-0 run since starting the 
campaign 1-4-0. In the end, Carolina’s depth and speed on 
all four lines were too much for Vegas. 

Jarvis, Carolina’s rookie 19-year-old playing in his seventh 
career game, got the game-winner when he fired home a 
rebound that caromed off Vegas’ Evgenii Dadonov. Sitting on 
the inside edge of the left circle, Jarvis one-timed the loose 
puck from the slot into a wide-open net at 1:11 of the third 
period to break a 2-2 tie. 

Along with his goal, Jarvis finished with three shots and a 
blocked shot in 14:12 of time on ice while skating with the top 
line of Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, continuing to leave an 
impression he deserves his spot on the roster. 

“I think scoring goals is nice, but it’s all over the puck, it’s 
away from the puck, what I do defensively, how much trust 
(coach Rod Brind’Amour) can put in me,” Jarvis said. “So as 
long as I keep playing the right way, taking in consideration 
what they’re talling me, what the players are telling me and 
just improving every game, I think I’ll make the case a little 
bit harder.” 

Trocheck knocked in the rebound of a Teuvo Teravainen’s 
shot from the slot to put Carolina up 4-2 with 6:19 remaining. 

After splitting their last four games, the Hurricanes opened 
their season-high six-game road trip with a win against a 
Vegas team that had been rolling despite injuries to some of 
its top skaters and COVID issues. 

“I think as a team, we kept things simple for the most part,” 
Trocheck said. “We had some lapses in the second, but we 
got back to our game right after that and stayed with it the 
whole time. That’s the recipe for us.” 

Looking crisp from every aspect — skating, defending, 
passing — Carolina zipped through and around Vegas early 
on, leading up to DeAngelo opening the scoring. 

Martin Necas sent a cross-ice pass to DeAngelo who skated 
to the bottom of the right circle and beat Lehner short side to 
put the Hurricanes on top, 1-0, with just under 9 minutes left 
in the first. 

Carolina extended its lead just before the end of the opening 
period when Lehner stopped a one-timer by Teravainen on a 
power play, but Aho was in the right spot to tap home the 
rebound with 57 seconds left. 

Howden breathed life into the relatively quiet crowd 2:53 into 
the second when he raced by teammate Reilly Smith’s big 
brother, Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith on the right 
side, and then beat Raanta by roofing a breakaway to cut the 
Hurricanes’ lead in half. 

A little more than a minute later Theodore sent the 
announced crowd of 17,737 into a frenzy when his 
persistence paid off on his third attempt of one sequence. 
Fed a one-timer by captain Mark Stone, Theodore followed 
consecutive wrist shots stopped by Raanta deep into the 
offensive zone and tapped home the loose puck on the 
doorstep to knot the game at 2-all. 

It was all the Knights could do from that point. 

“They’re a good team, they don’t really give us much,” Stone 
said of the Hurricanes. “Forecheck hard, they got a good 
defense, they come at you in waves, but I don’t think 
anybody’s gonna feel sorry for the Vegas Golden Knights in 
this league. The success we’ve had in four years, nobody’s 
feeling sorry for us. So we gotta find ways to generate points, 
generate wins.” 

NOTES: Golden Knights forwards Jonathan Marchessault 
and William Carrier are in COVID protocol. ... Theodore 
leads all Golden Knights against Carolina, with seven points 
(4 goals, 3 assists) in seven games. ... Smith has also 
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chipped in five points (2 goals, 3 assists) in seven games. ... 
Aho has posted six points (4 goals, 2 assists) in six career 
games against Vegas. ... Trocheck has recorded eight points 
(2 goals, 6 assists) in seven career games against Vegas. ... 
Already dealing with a multitude of injuries, Theodore and 
Dadonov left the game and did not return. Theodore 

slammed his head into the end board, while Dadonov’s face 
was cut open after being hit by a stick. 

UP NEXT 

Carolina: At Anaheim on Thursday night. 

Vegas: Hosts Detroit on Thursday night.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus what each team is 'most likely' to do 

By Kristen Shilton  

With the one-month mark in the rearview mirror -- with the 
requisite awards presented to their winners -- teams are 
certainly beginning to show tendencies that are more than 
just early-season trends. 

For this week's power rankings -- which saw a new No. 1 -- 
we identify that key tendency for all 32 clubs. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to last week's 
rankings, published on Nov. 10. Points percentages are 
through the games of Tuesday. 

1. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.733 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WPG (Nov. 18), vs. CHI (Nov. 20), 
@ DAL (Nov. 23) 

Most likely to end up on a highlight reel. Look, Edmonton had 
two players (Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid) combine 
for 50 points in the first 12% of the season. McDavid can 
single-handedly destroy defenses. Draisaitl already has a 
league-high five game-winning goals. There's a reason the 
Oilers have started so well this season and a big part of it is 
their top-end talent leading the charge (and generating video 
clicks!). 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.857 
Upcoming schedule: @ ANA (Nov. 18), @ LA (Nov. 20), @ 
SJ (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to shut the door. The Hurricanes have been a 
tough out all season, thanks in large part to Frederik 
Andersen and a strong defense corps. Carolina averages the 
third fewest shots against (27.9 per game), and what is 
getting by hasn't flustered Andersen a bit. He's 9-2-0, with a 
.939 save percentage and 1.78 goals-against average. No 
wonder the Hurricanes are allowing the fewest goals in the 
NHL (1.93). Andersen is locked in and locking it down. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.781 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NJ (Nov. 18), vs. MIN (Nov. 20) 

Most likely to protect the house. There isn't much the 
Panthers haven't done well throughout this season. Like 
playing excellent hockey at home. Florida is 7-0-0 in Broward 
County, compared to 3-2-3 everywhere else, and the 
Panthers have outscored opponents 33-16 in their own 
building. So while their streak as the last undefeated NHL 
club may have come to an end last week, Florida's 
dominance on home ice remains unmatched. 

4. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: vs. SJ (Nov. 18), @ DAL (Nov. 20), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to be (wrongfully) overlooked. The Blues just go 
about their business. A blue-collar group, if you will. They 
also don't get mentioned nearly enough when we talk of the 
top teams in the league. Granted, they had a rough 
weekend, losing three games in four nights (and a loss 
Tuesday to the Coyotes), and they've also started strong 
without a true star player courting headlines. On any given 
night, it could be Jordan Kyrou, Vladimir Tarasenko, Robert 
Thomas or Jordan Binnington leading the way. And they're 
still seventh overall in scoring (3.43 goals per game). Don't 
sleep on St. Louis. 

5. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.719 
Upcoming schedule: @ LA (Nov. 17), @ SJ (Nov. 20), @ 
SEA (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to make history. This is purely due to Alex 
Ovechkin and the absolute tear he's on. The Capitals as a 
team are having a good season; Ovechkin is having a great 
one. The 36-year-old recently passed Brett Hull to take over 
fourth place on the NHL all-time scoring list with 742 goals, 
and he's averaging nearly two points per game so far. It 
won't be long before Ovechkin surpasses Jaromir Jagr's 766 
goals and moves into the top three. History in the making, 
every night. 
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6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.679 
Upcoming schedule: @ PHI (Nov. 18), vs. NJ (Nov. 20), vs. 
MIN (Nov. 21), vs. PHI (Nov. 23) 

Most likely to break the blah. It's a lot of work winning back-
to-back Stanley Cups. That could be why this season has 
been so (comparably) average for the reigning champs. 
Tampa hasn't looked bad. But it hasn't looked consistently 
great, either. The Lightning are middle-of-the-pack in scoring 
(3.07 goals per game) but their power play has been 
fumbling less of late (19.1%) as injuries continue to add up 
(Erik Cernak is the latest man lost). Through it all, Tampa 
has built a solid record (8-3-3) and plenty of past experience 
to use getting back on a hot streak. 

7. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.656 
Upcoming schedule: @ BUF (Nov. 18), @ NYI (Nov. 20), @ 
BOS (Nov. 21), vs. CHI (Nov. 23) 

Most likely to smother you. Moving the puck against Calgary 
is hard. Darryl Sutter designed it that way. So the Flames will 
forecheck with the best of them, turn pucks loose in the 
neutral zone and force teams back (at 5-on-5 and the penalty 
kill) until frustration sets in. That's helped Calgary to post the 
second fewest goals against per game (2.13) and fifth fewest 
shots against per game (28.8) this season. And in the 
meantime, Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm and Andrew 
Mangiapane are busy lighting the lamp. 

8. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.676 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CAR (Nov. 18), @ NSH (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to outperform expectations. The Pacific Division 
has really heated up in November, and Anaheim is leading 
the way. Losing seven of their first nine games was a bad 
way to start the campaign, but suddenly these Ducks look 
unstoppable. Anaheim is 6-0-0 in November, it is fourth in 
league scoring (3.56 goals per game), fourth on the power 
play (28.3%) and Troy Terry has been sensational on a 
league-high 15-game scoring streak (he has 21 points in the 
span). And Terry has been good for linemate Ryan Getzlaf, 
who matched his same point total (17) from 48 games a 
season ago through 16 games this season (one goal, 16 
assists). 

9. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. DAL (Nov. 18), @ FLA (Nov. 20), @ 
TB (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to keep their composure. The Wild seem to relish 
being an underdog. Getting down in games agrees with them 
more than most. Minnesota leads the league in come-from-
behind wins (7), have the second most wins after trailing first 
(5) and one of the best winning percentages (.625) when 

trailing first. It's no wonder the Wild have been among the 
most successful third-period teams this season. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.676 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NYR (Nov. 18), vs. PIT (Nov. 20), @ 
NYI (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to ride (or die) on star power. Have you heard 
about the Core Four? Because Mitchell Marner, John 
Tavares, William Nylander and Auston Matthews have been 
having a moment in November. Toronto has scored 22 goals 
this month, 16 of which came from a star forward. It 
combined for eight goals through nine games in October 
(although Matthews only appeared in six). Point is, as their 
stars go, so do the Leafs -- and everyone is flying high at 6-
1-0 since Nov. 1. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.615 
Upcoming schedule: @ PHI (Nov. 20), vs. CGY (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to humble you in the dot. It's not just that Boston 
is one of the best faceoff teams in the league (54.9%). But 
the Bruins have good depth on draws, with eight players who 
are above 50% this season. That's helped make the Bruins 
one of the top possession teams of the season too (54%). 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: vs. WSH (Nov. 17), vs. CAR (Nov. 20), 
vs. ARI (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to recapture the magic. It's dangerous to make 
these statements, but here we go. L.A. has made the 
playoffs twice since winning the Stanley Cup in 2014, falling 
in the first round both times. The Kings could be back on 
track now. The Kings did not start well (1-5-1) but they've 
been buzzing ever since (7-0-1). In that recent eight-game 
stretch, L.A. has given up more than two goals only once, 
outscoring opponents 26-14. The power play needs more -- 
L.A. has given up the most short-handed goals of the season 
(4) -- but all the pieces are lined up for success. 

13. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.719 
Upcoming schedule: @ TOR (Nov. 18), vs. BUF (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to trade for a defenseman. And no, it's not 
because Connor McDavid recently carved through the team 
like a hot knife through butter. At least not entirely. The 
Rangers have relied on Igor Shesterkin to win too many 
games, while their defense corps could use a boost in 
general. They don't have a single blueliner above 50 in Corsi 
for percentage or in expected goals for percentage, and 
they've been giving up too many high-danger looks. 
Shesterkin can only stop the bleeding for so long. 
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14. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.542 
Upcoming schedule: @ VAN (Nov. 17), @ SEA (Nov. 19), 
vs. OTT (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to weather the storm. Things were just starting to 
go right for Colorado when Cale Makar got hurt and Nathan 
MacKinnon was placed on injured reserve. Well, Makar is 
back and the Avalanche are a slightly better than .500 team. 
Do they have what it takes to rise, even without MacKinnon? 
Sure. Nazem Kadri is getting hot at the right time (10 points 
in six games), while Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen 
are healthy and rolling. And Bowen Byram continues to 
blossom on the Avs' blue line, skating with Makar or not. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Upcoming schedule: vs. DET (Nov. 18), vs. CBJ (Nov. 20), 
@ STL (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to close the place down. A spate of injuries this 
season has forced Vegas to do more with less. And that 
includes how it is locking up tight games. The Golden 
Knights are perfect this season in one-goal games (4-0-0), 
showing that even with their depleted lineup they can still 
hold down the fortress in a pinch. 

16. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.567 
Upcoming schedule: @ STL (Nov. 18), vs. WSH (Nov. 20), 
vs. CAR (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to pray for penalties. When your penalty kill is as 
good as San Jose's, do you even mind being in the box? 
Through 14 games, San Jose allowed only four power-play 
goals against (89.7%) while scoring two shorthanded goals, 
giving it a league-high net PK% (94.9). It's enough to throw 
any opponent's power play mojo off, knowing how quickly 
San Jose's penalty kill can pounce. 

17. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.462 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CGY (Nov. 20), vs. TOR (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to be in your (shooting) lane. We can't lie -- the 
Islanders like big blocks. They're at the top of the league in 
blocks per 60 minutes this season (17.5), and not because of 
one main contributor. It's more like a team lifestyle. Ryan 
Pulock (8.04 blocks/60), Noah Dobson (7.77) and Scott 
Mayfield (7.03) are all top-20 in NHL shot blocks. That's 
helped drive the Islanders to be among the top 10 teams in 
goals against. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.643 
Upcoming schedule: vs. TB (Nov. 18), vs. BOS (Nov. 20), @ 
TB (Nov. 23) 

Most likely to steal your thunder. If the Flyers were a house 
guest, no one would ask them back. Philadelphia has earned 
one of the best road records in the league this season (4-2-
1), topping heavyweights like Carolina, Washington and 
Edmonton on their turf. In fact, it was the Flyers who handed 
the Hurricanes their first loss of the season at home, in 
comeback fashion no less. How rude. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.594 
Upcoming schedule: @ MTL (Nov. 20), vs. ANA (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to stay in rhythm. From a town as glitzy as 
Nashville, the Predators slow build this season hasn't earned 
much hype. They were streaky to start, but 8-1-1 since Oct. 
24. Matt Duchene and Mikael Granlund are top 20 in league 
scoring. Juuse Saros has the seventh-best save percentage 
(.925) among goalies with at least 10 starts. And Roman Josi 
is, well, Roman Josi. Duchene said last week there's a 
"different vibe" to the Predators this season; it's time to pick 
up on that. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Upcoming schedule: @ EDM (Nov. 18), @ VAN (Nov. 19), 
vs. PIT (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to kill 'em with kindness. If you're a talented 
offensive team (which the Jets are, averaging 3.23 goals per 
game) with an awful penalty kill (65.8%, 30th overall), what 
do you do? Well, you stop taking penalties. Winnipeg has 
taken the second fewest penalties in November, sitting 
around 2.4 per game compared to 4.7 per contest in 
October. Play to your strengths. The Jets get that. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.615 
Upcoming schedule: @ ARI (Nov. 18), @ VGK (Nov. 20), @ 
BUF (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to mount a third-period comeback. The Blue 
Jackets have been a little dramatic this season. They've 
earned the most victories (4) and boast the third-highest 
winning percentage (.571) when trailing after two periods. 

22. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.467 
Upcoming schedule: @ MTL (Nov. 18), @ TOR (Nov. 20), @ 
WPG (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to feel a little desperate. The Penguins haven't 
seen anything close to a healthy lineup this season. Sidney 
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang, Bryan Rust and Jeff 
Carter have all missed significant time; even coach Mike 
Sullivan hasn't been behind the bench for a stretch due to 
COVID protocols. The short-handed Penguins made a 
valiant effort to stay afloat, but are now 3-5-2 in their past 10 
games. To contend in the competitive Metro Division, 
Pittsburgh has to pick up its pace. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 17, 2021 

 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.607 
Upcoming schedule: @ FLA (Nov. 18), @ TB (Nov. 20) 

Most likely to be most improved. The Devils have been a 
nice story this season. Rookie Dawson Mercer is on the rise, 
replacing the injured Jack Hughes. Jonathan Bernier is 
having a revitalized season in net for the injured Mackenzie 
Blackwood. Andreas Johnsson looks like a 20-goal scorer 
again. Nico Hischier is finding confidence. And that says 
nothing of the addition Dougie Hamilton has been (when 
healthy). New Jersey is on its way up. 

24. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: @ MIN (Nov. 18), vs. STL (Nov. 20), vs. 
EDM (Nov. 23) 

Most likely to want extra time. The Stars didn't win a game in 
regulation during the first month of the season. To get those 
four initial victories, Dallas needed three overtimes and one 
shootout. So while its post-regulation record was pretty solid 
(4-1), it's the regulation record (1-6) that's really held Dallas 
back. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.533 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CGY (Nov. 18), @ NYR (Nov. 21), 
vs. CBJ (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to embrace the future. It's no surprise Buffalo 
regressed (badly) from its terrific 5-1-1 start. The Sabres are 
1-5-1 since, with a Jack Eichel trade slapped in there for 
good measure. The Eichel move was a long time coming and 
brought in Alex Tuch (who can help sooner than later) and 
Peyton Krebs, who will be a contributor down the road. GM 
Kevyn Adams said the Sabres are in a "build," and their stats 
are middle-of-the-road across the board. Things could 
always change this season, but the Sabres may have to wait 
a little longer for their breakthrough. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: @ VGK (Nov. 18), @ ARI (Nov. 20) 

Most likely to make you feel old. The Red Wings' youth 
continues serving them well. At the forefront are 19-year-old 
Lucas Raymond and 20-year-old Moritz Seider, sitting one-
two in NHL rookie scoring. Goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic has 
the best save percentage among rookies (.918). Then there 
is a phalanx of 20-somethings in Dylan Larkin (13 points in 
13 games), Filip Hronek (finding his form) and of course 
Tyler Bertuzzi (17 points in 14 games) all collaborating to 
make Detroit close to a must-watch group. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.375 

Upcoming schedule: vs. COL (Nov. 17), vs. WPG (Nov. 19), 
vs. CHI (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to flush the first period. There's a lot to unpack in 
Vancouver right now. But let's talk about what's happening -- 
or not -- in the first period lately. The Canucks have been 
outscored 18-8 in the first period this season. They have led 
after the first period once since Oct. 19 and scored first in a 
game twice since Oct. 21. It's hard to win when you're 
always behind early. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.300 
Upcoming schedule: @ COL (Nov. 22) 

Most likely to want a do-over. There was a brief moment 
there, when Ottawa was 2-1 out of the gate and future 
captain Brady Tkachuk signed a long-term deal, that the 
Senators were poised for a great start. And then, disasters 
struck. Plural. The Senators are 2-9-1 in their past 11 
contests, with 10 players and one assistant coach in COVID 
protocols before they were finally shut down this week until 
Nov. 20. To top it off, the Senators also lost minute-
munching defenseman Artem Zub to injury. Ottawa needed 
more than just an hour turned back on its clocks; it needed 
about a month. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.300 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CHI (Nov. 17), vs. COL (Nov. 19), 
vs. WSH (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to not be rewarded. Unless you're the Golden 
Knights, it's hard being an expansion club. Under coach 
David Hakstol, the Kraken have cultivated a defensive 
structure that's allowing the fewest shots against per game 
this season (26.1), but their goaltending is poor (as Philipp 
Grubauer's .880 save percentage can attest), and Seattle 
has lost the most games this season when outshooting their 
opponent (7). That's a lot of victory salmon not being tossed. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.278 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PIT (Nov. 18), vs. NSH (Nov. 20) 

Most likely to need a hot scorer. The Canadiens score fewer 
goals than almost any team in the league (2.11 per game, 
31st overall). Their most productive player has been Nick 
Suzuki, whose 14 points in 17 games lead the team; his four 
goals are tied for the top spot for the club. It's just not 
enough for Montreal. Cole Caufield is back in the AHL (for 
now) to find his game; can anyone step up in his absence to 
fill the void? 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.333 
Upcoming schedule: @ SEA (Nov. 17), @ EDM (Nov. 20), @ 
VAN (Nov. 21), @ CGY (Nov. 23) 
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Most likely to agree change is good. Jeremy Colliton is out, 
Derek King is in and suddenly the Blackhawks are winning 
games. They're playing harder. They're more organized. 
More energized. Patrick Kane is rolling. Jonathan Toews is 
re-establishing his game. The young players are making their 
mark. There's reason to be optimistic about where Chicago 
is headed on the ice. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.156 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CBJ (Nov. 18), vs. DET (Nov. 20), 
@ LA (Nov. 21) 

Most likely to win the draft lottery. Honestly, a shot at Shane 
Wright might be the best thing to come out of this season for 
the Coyotes.

 

 

 

 

Fortune favors the Canes with win in Vegas 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Vegas Golden Knights 
4-2 Tuesday night at T-Mobile Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes took care of business against a 
Vegas Golden Knights squad decimated by injuries and 
absences as they pulled out a 4-2 win helped along by a two-
goal third period. 

The name of the game tonight was scoring off of rebounds 
as three of the Hurricanes’ four goals were scored off of 
second chance opportunities. 

The first 10 minutes of the game featured a fairly even match 
between two fast-paced teams with each exchanging 
chances, but with neither side finding the back of the net. 

However, the Canes were the first to strike as Tony 
DeAngelo broke the ice with his third goal of the season off 
an excellent cross-ice feed by Martin Necas. 

From there, the Canes started to take over the game, 
generating chance upon chance, and with the period nearing 
a close, Vegas took an offensive zone penalty which 
Carolina capitalized on. 

Fortune has a way of finding the lucky in Vegas and 
Sebastian Aho hit the jackpot as he was in the right spot at 
the right time for an easy tap in after a Teuvo Teravainen 
one-timer rebounded straight to him.  

But luck is a fickle thing and after one period of good looks, 
the tides swayed and soon the fortunes were favoring the 
Golden Knights. 

The start of the second period was disastrous for the 
Hurricanes who decided that defense was going to be 
optional for a little bit. 

The first strike for the Knights came after Brett Howden 
simply outmuscled Brendan Smith to get a chance in alone 
with Antti Raanta, which he roofed. 

And then the second strike came just over a minute later 
after Shea Theodore was allowed a clear shot from the 
blueline, which was saved by Raanta, but Theodore then 
followed up that rebound for another unimpeded chance, 
which Raanta saved again, but then that loose puck was 
there for Theodore to pounce upon and tuck into the net. 

So within five minutes, the game was tied.  

Raanta was left out to dry on the first two goals against, but 
he kept his composure and made some huge saves to keep 
the game tied. 

The Hurricanes started to right the ship from there, but Robin 
Lehner was an absolute wall for the Knights, stopping 19 
shots in the second period alone. 

However, that kind of momentum is hard to keep at bay and 
eventually the floodgates reopened and Seth Jarvis was 
there to — finally — collect another goal. 

It was another play off of a rebound and this time it was an 
Ethan Bear shot that pinballed straight to Jarvis for the put 
back. 

The Canes started buzzing from there and after even more 
pressure, they pushed the lead back up to two. 

You’d never have guessed it, but the goal was another 
chance off of a rebound as this time Vincent Trocheck was 
there to pop it in. 

Teravainen and Martin Necas each registered two assists on 
the night and Raanta turned aside 18 shots for the win. 

The Canes will continue onto game two of the six game road 
trip as they play the Anaheim Ducks Thursday night at 10 
p.m.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Jarvis, Trocheck, Raanta discuss win in Vegas 
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Following a 4-2 win over the Vegas Golden Knights, the 
Carolina Hurricanes addressed members of the media about 
the win. 

By Alec_Sawyer and Ryan Henkel 

The Canes opened up a six-game road trip in winning 
fashion Tuesday night, beating the Vegas Golden Knights 4-
2 to move to 12-2-0 on the year.  

Carolina got first-period goals from Tony DeAngelo and 
Sebastian Aho, before a rough start to the second period 
saw the Golden Knights tie things up at 2-2 in the span of 
1:19. It was Seth Jarvis who provided the game-winning goal 
for the Canes in the third period, a goal that actually counted 
for the young rookie, while Vincent Trocheck added an 
insurance tally.  

Following the win over Vegas, Carolina head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Seth Jarvis: He had a real good game again. He’s got 
that dynamic ability. He’s also learning how to play away 
from the puck, so you can keep him out there against the 
better players. So, another good game for him. 

On the game as a whole: It was a great game for us. It was 
probably how it should have looked considering that they’re 
missing a lot of players. I just thought we stuck to our game 
the whole way. Obviously we had the lead and then gave it 
up, but that’s going to happen. They had a couple of chances 
and they capitalized on them, but I felt like we just kept 
playing. Raanta played great for us. I liked our overall effort 
and the way we went about our business.  

On playing the game mostly at even strength: The game, I 
thought, was officiated really well. They just let everyone 
play. We could roll our lines and he was rolling his lines. 
There was a good flow to the game. I thought it was 
entertaining. Lots of chances and we got them without 
penalties. That’s how the game is coached now, that you’re 
going to create chances. You don’t need a ton of power 
plays to get offense. 

On the message transitioning from the second to the third 
period: The bad part of it, we don’t talk about it. It’s just part 
of the process of doing it right. We were up two and came 
back after the second and it’s tied at two. It wasn’t like we 
were playing poorly, that’s for sure. We gave up a couple of 
opportunities and they capitalized on them. I just said’ “Let’s 
go win a period.” That was the attitude we had and we just 
went out and did it. 

On starting the six-game road trip off with a win and the play 
of Antti Raanta: It’s always important. Long road trip and 
you’re going into Anaheim next where they’ve won eight in a 
row. It’s going to be a chore because they’re playing well. 
Our goaltending was really good tonight. That’s what it has to 
look like. He made some big saves and allowed us to keep 
playing our game. That’s a big part of the win tonight. 

On Seth Jarvis’ progression being encouraging: I think that’s 
what we noticed right away even just in training camp. That 
he was willing to get in there. I think he had one in the first 
period where he just went around the defenseman and went 

hard to the net. He’s certainly looking really well. He’s earned 
every bit of the opportunity he’s getting.  

On how hard he coaches the team: I push them. There’s no 
question about it. You always kind of wonder at what point 
are they going to go wild? I’ve been doing it this way for 
three years and I think the guys get that it’s successful. If we 
play hard every night, we have a real good chance to win. 
And if you play it right, which is playing the systems and all 
that, it really ups your ante on your chances to win. I think 
there’s a real good belief in that and I think it’s showing. 

On having Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center: He was fine. I’ll 
have to go watch it again, but I didn’t actually pay attention to 
if he was in the right places or not. I thought he was fine. His 
line was good for us. They generated some good long shifts 
and did what they had to do. 

Seth Jarvis 

On how it felt to celebrate a goal that actually counted: 
Really good. I was scared for a second because they paused 
a little bit. But yeah, it was nice. I was pretty sure it was 
going to count, but you never know. I was just happy they 
dropped the puck after, and I was able to celebrate.  

On the team getting so many shots on net: I think especially 
in the first and third we really played our game. I think in the 
second we got away from our game a little bit. I think we 
could have easily had over 50 shots. But yeah, that’s a 
testament to kind of how we want to play. We want to put 
pucks on net, especially after faceoffs, and create a little bit 
of chaos. Good things happen when you throw it to the net.  

On Raanta’s performance: Awesome. You always need a 
great rock in the net, and I think he was stellar. He made a 
couple of huge saves, game-changing saves. I think that’s 
what he expects from himself, and that’s what we expect 
from him. He’s a great goalie, and he showed it tonight. 

On if it was a matter of just sticking to their game in the third: 
Yeah, exactly. That was kind of [Brind’Amour]’s thing, just 
what he told us before the game was to stick to our game 
plan. I think we did that. I think you saw in the third that we 
kind of controlled the play and had a lot of pucks down in the 
zone. It ended up paying off.  

On having the confidence from the coaching staff to play on 
the top line: It’s awesome. I think those are two of the best 
players in the NHL, so I think anytime you get a chance to 
play with two players like that you’ve got to make it count. 
We know we are going to get our chances throughout a 
game, it’s just a matter of capitalizing on them when you get 
them. Playing with those guys is fun and fast, and it’s 
exciting.  

On if scoring goals can help his case to stay or if it’s more 
about his work as a whole: I think scoring goals is nice, but 
it’s all over the puck. It’s away from the puck, what I do 
defensively and how much trust he can put in me. As long as 
I keep playing the right way, keep taking into consideration 
what they are telling me and what the players are telling me 
and just improving every game, I think I’ll make the case a 
little bit harder. 
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Vincent Trocheck 

On what Jarvis is like off the ice: He’s a good kid. He’s funny. 
He’s a little quiet. Obviously a young kid coming into an NHL 
locker room is a little shy, but he’s a great kid. And obviously 
a really good hockey player.  

On getting his legs going early and having five hits in the first 
period: I felt like the opposite in the first. My legs kind of felt 
off in the first. I was just trying to hit people to stay in front of 
them, I think. I think in the second my legs started to feel a 
little bit better. I think as a team we kept it simple, for the 
most part. We had a few lapses early in the second, but we 
got back to our game right after that and stayed with it the 
whole time. I think that’s the recipe for us. It’s just kind of 
staying with our game, staying simple. I think we did that 
tonight. 

On getting shots on net: I think that was kind of the message, 
was sending pucks on net, crashing the net and looking for 
loose pucks where we could get a dirty one or two. So, we 
were trying to throw it from everywhere. I think we had 45 
shots or something like that, so anytime you get that many 
shots you’re going to get some opportunities.  

On getting goals off of line changes: Defensively, that sucks. 
Anytime you have a guy changing in the O-zone and you’re 
on the defensive side of it, you have to sort things out and 
make sure you’re picking up the guy that is coming off the 
bench. [Jordan Staal] made a very captain-like play there in 
the third. He was the last forward standing there on the ice 
by himself, got the puck in, got the puck back, batted it out 
and made a change while we had possession still. I was able 
to just come on and finish it. I did all the easy work and he 
did all the hard work, really. Anytime you have an offensive-
zone change, it’s tough on the D.  

On if he’s licking his chops a bit when he is that late guy on: 
Yeah, you see a lot of open ice. Whenever you’re coming off 
the bench you see everything, so you know where the open 
areas are. You’re licking your chops a little bit and hoping we 
can keep possession while you’re getting in there.  

Antti Raanta 

On how it felt to be back: Really good. Obviously it was only 
for a week where I was out, but all the practice and all the 
stuff I’ve been working on started to feel good. When it got to 
the game, I got a couple of saves and started to get better in 
the game. Even though they scored a couple in the second 

period, I just felt like I was dialed in. I was pretty much ready 
to play. It just felt nice to get out there and play and obviously 
get the win. 

On start two vs. start one: I felt like today was more of what I 
want to do. I was more in control. Against this team it’s 
always a tough battle. There’s a lot of pucks coming and 
screening and stuff like that. But as the game went on, the 
second period is where I really felt like I was in the zone. I 
started to get that momentum in the game. It’s much better 
than the first one, for sure. The only thing that matters is to 
get the win, but when you’re a goalie, you can’t be perfect, 
but you want to be. That was the plan today. 

On playing in Vegas: If you can keep the home team off the 
scoreboard in the first period, it’s always good. When they 
get a couple of goals the building gets loud, and the home 
team gets a little bit of an edge. But, it’s always fun to come 
here. The show and everything, it’s a little bit different than 
what we have in Carolina, even though we have pretty cool 
stuff we do after the game. It’s just show business here, and 
that’s kind of how it feels when you go through warmups and 
see the dancing girls behind the glass. It’s a pretty interesting 
setup, but it’s a lot of fun to play here. The atmosphere is 
always great. And obviously when you get the win as the 
road team, it makes it a little bit better.  

On getting past his injury troubles and on coming back well 
from this injury: That’s kind of what I’ve been trying to do the 
whole offseason. The first month, couple months in here, it 
all starts with the practice and what we’ve been doing with 
[goalie coach] Paul [Schonfelder] on the ice and off the ice. 
We’ve been talking a lot about what’s been maybe the issue 
where I haven’t felt that confident or things like that. We had 
a little bit of time when I was doing the rehab skates where it 
was just me and Paul on the ice, so we had a little bit of time 
to pick our brains and see what the problem might be, or is 
there even a problem. It’s always good to have a fresh mind 
and go to the games and enjoy the game. If you go out there 
and you’re worried about doing some mistake, you will make 
the mistake. So just go there and have fun. Remember when 
you were a kid and you wanted to play hockey and hockey 
was fun. That’s kind of the feeling you want to get again. 
Behind this team, it’s fun to play. Guys are battling. You want 
to be part of that group. You want to show to the guys that 
you’re battling for them also. Lots of fun today, and we 
obviously got the win. That makes me happy.
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About Last Night: Sin City Success 

The Canes played really well in Vegas Tuesday night, 
working hard and doing the little things right en route to 
hitting big in Vegas.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Canes hit the jackpot in Vegas Tuesday night, beating 
the Golden Knights 4-2 to open up a six-game road trip in the 
best way.  

Carolina took an early 2-0 lead, let it slip in the second and 
there scored two unanswered in the third, as Antti Raanta 
got the win in net and Seth Jarvis got the game-winning goal.  

Here are some takeaways from Tuesday’s strong 
performance: 

Good things happen when you put the puck on net 

It’s obviously easier said than done, but good things tend to 
happen when you put the puck on net.  

Carolina’s four-goal performance was quite the reinforcer to 
that thought, as three of the Canes’ four goals came off of 
rebounds and guys getting high-quality looks towards the 
net. 

The Hurricanes’ second goal of the first period came on the 
power play as Teuvo Teravainen blasted a hard slap shot 
low that rebounded heavily off of Robin Lehner’s pads and 
right to Sebastian Aho out front. Aho, of course, buried the 
chance.  

Carolina’s game winner in the third was more of the same, 
as Ethan Bear rifled a shot from the point that deflected off a 
defender and found its way to Seth Jarvis, who finished it off.  

And the insurance goal in the third game the same way, as it 
was Teravainen again who put a shot into the danger and 
Vincent Trocheck who was there for the rebound.  

“Especially in the first and third we really played our game,” 
Jarvis said. “I think we could have easily had over 50 shots. 
That’s a testament to kind of how we want to play. We want 
to put pucks on net, especially after faceoffs, and create a 
little bit of chaos. Good things happen when you throw it to 
the net.” 

In the end, Carolina finished the game with 42 shots on goal, 
with 10 players putting at least three shots on net. It was 
good to see across the board, with even Teravainen making 
plays happen with his shooting rather than his passing.  

A telling stat on how engaged the Canes were at shooting 
the puck: Lehner was the third star of the game in a game 
where he allowed four goals.  

Offensive. Zone. Line. Changes.  

The Carolina Hurricanes are a well-coached bunch, and they 
executed some flawless offensive-zone line changes 
Tuesday night that led to goals.  

The Canes first of the game came from Tony DeAngelo, who 
sniped a well-placed shot past Lehner, but it was created by 
a great effort from Trocheck and Martin Necas.  

Trocheck held the puck up at the blue line, allowing an 
offensive-zone line change to come in for the Canes. It 
worked to perfection, as Necas came barreling into the zone 
with a full head of steam, collecting a pass from Trocheck 
and working it across to DeAngelo for the score. 

“Defensively, that sucks,” Trocheck said. “Anytime you have 
a guy changing in the O-zone and you’re on the defensive 
side of it, you have to sort things out and make sure you’re 
picking up the guy that is coming off the bench.” 

Trocheck did the dirty work on the first goal of the game, and 
he was rewarded with the score on a similar play for the 
Hurricanes’ fourth. This time it was Jordan Staal keeping 
possession in the zone, leading to Teravainen’s shot that 
rebounded to a freshly changed Trocheck on the back side.  

“[Staal] made a very captain-like play there in the third,” 
Trocheck said. “He was the last forward standing there on 
the ice by himself, got the puck in, got the puck back, batted 
it out and made a change while we had possession still. I 
was able to just come on and finish it. I did all the easy work, 
and he did all the hard work, really.” 

It’s one of those high-effort, hard-working plays that the 
Canes pride themselves in, and they were rewarded for it not 
once, but twice Tuesday night in Sin City. 

Hey look, it’s Antti Raanta 

Canes fans got something they haven’t gotten to see much 
of this year Tuesday, and that was Antti Raanta in net.  

Raanta started the season watching Frederik Andersen start 
every game on his hot tear, started once and then came on 
in relief of Andersen and suffered an injury that has held him 
out since.  

But Raanta was back on the ice Tuesday night in Vegas, and 
he looked like he wasn’t a guy starting just his second game 
in the last seven months.  

“Our goaltending was really good tonight,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “That’s what it has to look like. He made 
some big saves and allowed us to keep playing our game. 
That’s a big part of the win tonight.” 

Raanta stopped 21 of 23 shots faced, allowing two goals 
against an expected goals allowed of 2.64. Both goals he let 
in were of the high-danger variety, as he turned away all 12 
of the low- and medium-danger shots faced. And most 
importantly, Raanta got the win.  

He said postgame that he really started to settle in during the 
second period, despite the two early goals, and felt really 
good being back on the ice.  

Raanta also gave a shout out postgame to Canes’ goalie 
coach Paul Schonfelder, who he gave a lot of credit to for 
helping him keep his head in things during his time away 
from game action.  

Tuesday night, playing in one of the wildest atmospheres in 
the NHL, Raanta looked all the bit like his confidence is fully 
there, and he credited that to enjoying being out there.  
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“It’s always good to have a fresh mind and go to the games 
and enjoy the game,” Raanta said. “If you go out there and 
you’re worried about doing some mistake, you will make the 
mistake. So just go there and have fun. Remember when 
you were a kid and you wanted to play hockey and hockey 
was fun. That’s kind of the feeling you want to get again. 
Behind this team, it’s fun to play. Guys are battling. You want 
to be a part of that group. You want to show to the guys that 

you’re battling for them also. Lots of fun today, and we 
obviously got the win. That makes me happy.” 

Wrapping Up 

It was a great way to start the six-game road trip in Vegas for 
the Canes, with a W on the board, four goals and a strong 
performance in net.  

Next up for Carolina is Anaheim Thursday night.

  

 

 

 

Raanta returns, vanquishes Golden Knights in Vegas 

By Bryan Pyrtle  

Goaltender Antti Raanta returned to the crease on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 to lead the Carolina Hurricanes to a 4-2 win over the 
Vegas Golden Knights, the first in a six-game road trip for the 
Canes. 

Raanta suffered a concussion after a rough collision between 
him and Ryan Lomberg of the Florida Panthers on Nov. 6, 
but made it back to the ice just in time for the Canes’ (12-2-0) 
trip out west and start against Vegas (9-7-0). Raanta 
delivered in his return to the ice, notching 21 saves including 
several in key situations. 

“All the practice and all that kind of stuff, what I've been 
working on, started to feel good,” Raanta said. “...even 
though they scored a couple in the second period, I just felt 
like I was dialed in and I was pretty much ready to play.” 

A high-octane Hurricanes forecheck helped keep the 
pressure off Raanta and paid dividends early on as Carolina 
entered the first intermission up 2-0. Despite an initially great 
showing from Vegas goalie Robin Lehner, some crisp and 

clean Canes passing opened up an opportunity for 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo to score the opening goal. 

The Hurricanes got production from all four lines, especially 
the newly founded top line of right wing Andrei Svechnikov, 
center Sebastian Aho and center Seth Jarvis. Jarvis in 
particular created chances on every shift; his effort ultimately 
paid off with a go-ahead goal early in the third period. 

Another key to Caroilna’s win tonight was their high volume 
of shots. As the league leaders in Corsi percentage per 60 
minutes, it’s no surprise that the Canes tested Lehner early 
and often to the tune of 42 shots. 

“We could have easily had over 50 shots,” Jarvis said. 
“That's just a testament to how we want to play: just put 
pucks on net, especially off face offs, trying to create a little 
bit of chaos. Good things happen when you go to the net.” 

The Canes will continue its venture out west on Thursday, 
Nov. 18 when they take on a white-hot Anaheim Ducks 
squad that is riding an eight-game win streak. Puck drop is 
scheduled for 10:00 p.m. ET.

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255873016.html 

https://theathletic.com/2960529/2021/11/17/hurricanes-after-dark-vibe-check-seth-jarvis-finally-gets-lucky-in-vegas/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/jarvis-scores-game-winner-raanta-stellar-in-net-in-carolinas-win-in-vegas/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-start-trip-with-win-in-vegas/c-328033204 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-vegas-golden-knights-game-recap/c-327813008 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-vegas-golden-knights-robin-lehner-hockey-3542d1a4f1588d668481db36171a4bd5 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/32645587/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-team-most-likely-do 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/17/22786798/fortune-favors-the-carolina-hurricanes-with-win-in-vegas 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/17/22786865/they-said-it-brindamour-jarvis-trocheck-raanta-discuss-win-in-vegas 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/17/22787368/about-last-night-sin-city-success 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/raanta-returns-vanquishes-golden-knights-in-vegas/article_978a0b46-4770-11ec-a162-b72eccc6e288.html 
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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ road victory over the 
Vegas Golden Knights 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 4-2 road victory Tuesday 
over the Vegas Golden Knights: 

-- Not sure what the Vegas odds are, but it’s a safe bet the Canes won’t 
be dropping off Seth Jarvis on the West Coast during this trip. The rookie 
forward is playing his way into a lineup spot, full time. He has too much 
speed, skill and an unusual toughness for his size -- 5-11 and 175 
pounds -- for the Canes to send him back to his junior team, the Portland 
Winterhawks. 

Jarvis made some power moves to the net in the first period Tuesday, 
once carrying Vegas’ Chandler Stephenson, a strong 200-pounder, on 
his back. In the third, his quick follow on the rebound of an Ethan Bear 
shot gave the Canes a 3-2 lead with his second goal in seven games 
(with two goals disallowed). 

Looks like Jarvis, who notched his first game-winning goal, is a keeper. 
As Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour put it, “Another good game for him. 
He’s earned every bit of opportunity that he’s getting.” 

-- The “Tony DeAngelo Experiment” continues to work out for the Canes. 
Carolina took a chance in free agency in signing the oft-volatile 
defenseman after losing Dougie Hamilton. So far, so good for DeAngelo: 
three goals, 11 assists in 14 games. 

DeAngelo produced the game’s first goal Tuesday, jumping into the rush 
as Martin Necas, back in the lineup, made a well-executed setup pass. 
But you have to take the good with the bad. DeAngelo was caught up ice 
in second period, forcing goalie Antti Raanta to make a one-on-one save. 

-- Good idea by Brind’Amour to take a look at Jesperi Kotkaniemi at 
center, his natural position. It came at the expense of Derek Stepan, who 
was made a healthy scratch Tuesday, but Brind’Amour continues to 
explore the best use of the player the Canes obtained with the offer sheet 
to Montreal. 

Kotkaniemi’s line, with wingers Steven Lorentz and Jordan Martinook, 
gave the Canes a lift in an otherwise mediocre second period for 
Carolina. The Canes’ fourth line had a relentless forechecking shift that 
lasted more than 80 seconds, all in the Vegas zone. Kotkeniemi had two 
shots and Lorentz a third during the shift. 

“That line was good for us and generated some good long shifts,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

-- The decision to sit Stepan on Tuesday wasn’t the only one 
Brind’Amour had to make. Goaltender Frederik Andersen had three days 
of rest after Alex Lyon started, and won, the Saturday game against St. 

Louis. But Brind’Amour went with Raanta, who was playing his first game 
since his concussion Nov. 6 at Florida, where he relieved Andersen and 
was injured. 

Raanta had 21 saves in his second win of the season and stoned Vegas’ 
Mark Stone three times in the third period. “I felt like today was more 
what I want to do, more in control,” Raanta said. “Lots of fun today.” 

-- The mark of a good team is having the mental toughness to win on the 
road, and there might be no louder place than T-Mobile Arena in Las 
Vegas, with all the glitz and noise. 

“When they get some goals the building gets really loud,” Raanta said. 
“It’s show business here, a pretty interesting setup.” 

The Canes now are 6-1 on the road, matching their home record to 
improve to 12-2-0 overall. Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck each had 
a goal and assist, and Necas and Teuvo Teravainen each had two 
assists, as the Canes won for the third time in four games at T-Mobile. 
Apparently another good bet. 

News Observer LOADED: 11.17.2021 
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Hurricanes after-dark vibe check: Seth Jarvis finally gets lucky in Vegas 

 

By Sara Civian Nov 17, 2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — The Hurricanes’ longest trip of the season kicked off with 
a 4-2 win in Vegas on Tuesday, and head coach Rod Brind’Amour is 
mostly glad the team won’t be playing catch-up from here on out. 

“These trips are tough, travel’s tough, and now the schedule really starts 
to crank up,” he said before the trip. “We’ve had a weird start where 
we’ve had a little bit of time between games, travel hasn’t been bad. Now 
it gets tough. … You always want to start well on road trips, obviously, it 
allows you to keep playing and it’s not, ‘Oh, we gotta get these wins. 
We’ve lost a couple.’ It’s always tough in that (Vegas) building, too.” 

For all the talk about the Vegas flu, there’s something to be said about 
the promise of an extra night in Vegas after a win. I call Brind’Amour the 
Gen Z whisperer because he’s great at positive reinforcement — a tool 
some coaches call “soft” so they don’t have to learn a new trick — and it 
worked in his favor once again Tuesday. 

“I push them — there’s no question about it,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “You always kind of wonder, at what point are they going to go 
wild? I’ve been doing it this way for three years, and I think the guys get 
that it’s successful. If we play hard every night, we have a real good 
chance to win. And if you play it right, which is playing the systems and 
all that, it really ups your ante on your chances to win. I think there’s a 
real good belief in that, and I think it’s showing.” 

If it seems like it’s been 300 years since the Canes took the West Coast, 
you aren’t wrong. This was our first #CanesAfterDark since that time 
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Justin Williams was the hero in that 6-5 shootout win over the Golden 
Knights back in February 2020. God, we’re getting old, but some of us 
have still got it. 

Thank you for staying up with me for our first of several after-dark vibe 
checks. 

CA-CHING!     JARVIS FINALLY OFF THE SCHNEID, AND 
#FINNSGETWINS! 

— WILLIAM I. WELLS (@WILLIAMIWELLS) NOVEMBER 17, 2021 

SETH JARVIS BELONGS IN THE NHL. 

— DEB (@DEB_OR_AH_M) NOVEMBER 17, 2021 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/R3SC9CDFZQ 

— JUST DON'T (@MYDOGISSMARTER9) NOVEMBER 17, 2021 

• By process of elimination, someone had to sit when Nino Niederreiter 
and Martin Necas were ready to go. That person was Derek Stepan, not 
Seth Jarvis. We have all seen Jarvis play enough to know he’s an NHL 
player at this point, and Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes have said as 
much. But keeping him in the lineup — on the first line, at that — is a 
vote of confidence. And we all know what happened next … 

• After two disallowed goals in 24 hours, Jarvis really made it count in 
Vegas with the “g-dub.” 

“I was scared for a second because they paused a little bit,” he said, 
laughing. “But yeah, it was nice. I was pretty sure it was going to count, 
but you never know. I was just happy they dropped the puck after, and I 
was able to celebrate.” It’s the little things in life, like goals counting and 
Antti Raanta’s postgame interviews. 

• Raanta was great after two defensive lapses in front of him led to two 
quick goals in the second. To be clear, none of that was his fault, but if 
the Canes had lost, we might be saying he could have saved the second 
one. As he said, “getting the win is the only thing that really matters.” 
Those defensive lapses definitely made you miss Brett Pesce. Pesce 
seemed in good spirits when I ran into him in the press box, for whatever 
that’s worth. But back to Raanta … 

“It’s always good to have a fresh mind and go to the games and enjoy the 
game,” he said. “If you go out there and you’re worried about doing some 
mistake, you will make the mistake. So just go there and have fun. 
Remember when you were a kid and you wanted to play hockey and 
hockey was fun. That’s kind of the feeling you want to get again. Behind 
this team, it’s fun to play. Guys are battling. You want to be part of that 
group. You want to show to the guys that you’re battling for them also. 
Lots of fun today, and we obviously got the win. That makes me happy.” 

• Another person who stayed in the lineup was Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who 
replaced Stepan as the fourth-line center. He was taking faceoffs at the 
end of morning skate, and he got a little pep talk from Brind’Amour before 
he left the ice. “He was fine,” Brind’Amour said of Kotkaniemi’s 
performance as a center. “I’ll have to go watch it again, but I didn’t 
actually pay attention to if he was in the right places or not. I thought he 
was fine. His line was good for us. They generated some good long shifts 
and did what they had to do.” 

• I asked Golden Knights reporter Jesse Granger to describe the 
Hurricanes in three words: “Fast and creative.” Thank you, Jesse. 

• Period-by-period report: The hot new thing to discuss when trying to 
pick apart the Hurricanes like a game of Operation is the third period. 
Last Friday, they lost a game because they allowed two goals in the third. 
Saturday, they allowed a tying goal in the third but ultimately won. 
Tuesday night, proving narratives around this stuff are largely baseless, 
the Canes let two in early in the second to blow another two-goal lead, 
then had an awesome third. Maybe we don’t have to galaxy-brain 
everything. 

• It’s becoming clear that at the very least Rod Brind’Amour will make it 
into the Hockey Hall of Fame as a builder, but I think that’s an insult to 
his career as a player. I was one of two correct people on our staff to 
vote him in during our own little mock committee, and I went on a private 
rant in the selection committee group chat when he was not selected. I 
have all the respect in the world for my colleagues and the Hall of Fame 
committee, but all the facts and context in the column I wrote about 
Brind’Amour’s career last year still ring true. 
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Ryan Getzlaf scores 1,000th career point in Ducks’ 1,000th franchise win 

 

BY JOE REEDY 

 

Trevor Zegras scored his second goal in overtime to extend the Ducks’ 
winning streak to eight — and notch the 1,000th franchise win — with a 
3-2 victory over the Washington Capitals on Tuesday night. 

Ryan Getzlaf reached 1,000 career points and Troy Terry extended his 
point streak to 15 games for the Ducks, who remain unbeaten in 
November and have won six straight at home dating Oct. 31. John 
Gibson stopped 28 shots for the Ducks. 

It’s the second straight game Zegras has had two goals. His overtime 
winner with 45 seconds left came on a wrist shot to beat Washington 
goaltender Vitek Vanecek. 

Garrett Pilon and Tom Wilson scored and Vanecek made 28 saves for 
the Capitals, whose four-game winning streak was snapped. 

Getzlaf and Terry each had an assist on Cam Fowler’s goal early in the 
first period. Getzlaf became the 92nd player in NHL history to reach 
1,000 points with the primary assist. He is also the seventh active player 
to reach the milestone. 

Meanwhile, Terry is tied with Edmonton’s Connor McDavid for the NHL’s 
longest point streak. No other player has recorded a streak of more than 
nine games. Terry’s streak is also tied with Getzlaf for the third-longest in 
franchise history. Corey Perry has the record at 19 games, which was 
accomplished in 2009. 

Fowler took Getzlaf’s cross-ice pass that deflected off the boards and 
ripped a slap shot past Vanecek at 3:32 of the first period for his third 
goal of the season. 

Pilon scored his first NHL goal to tie it at 1 in the third period. Anaheim 
regained the lead midway through the period when Zonny Milano flipped 
a pass to Zegras, who put a wrist shot between Vanecek’s legs. 

Wilson sent it into overtime with 2 1/2 minutes left in the third, when he 
deflected John Carlson’s shot from the point into the net. It was Wilson’s 
fifth goal in the last seven games. 

LA Times: LOADED: 11.17.2021 

1194664 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Ducks celebrate Ryan Getzlaf’s 1,000th point with 8th straight win 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | eteaford@scng.com | Orange County Register 

 

ANAHEIM — It was a pass like so many of the others Ryan Getzlaf had 
made over his 17-season NHL career, a cross-ice feed to a streaking 
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teammate that freed him for a shot and a goal. At the same time, 
Getzlaf’s perfectly directed pass to Cam Fowler was unlike all the others. 

It was, after all, his 1,000th career point. 

Getzlaf deftly sent the puck from the right wing to the left, pinballing it off 
the boards so Fowler could skate onto it and, without breaking stride, 
slam it into the net only 3:32 into the Ducks’ 3-2 overtime victory over the 
Washington Capitals on Tuesday night at Honda Center, their eighth 
consecutive win and the 1,000th in franchise history. 

Trevor Zegras won it 4:14 into the five-minute extra period, whistling a 
rising shot over Washington goaltender Vitek Vanecek’s left shoulder, 
flipping his stick into the stands and sending the Ducks past the 
Edmonton Oilers and into first place in the Pacific Division with a 10-4-3 
record. 

The Ducks, who are unbeaten in November, leaped from their bench to 
celebrate with Zegras, just as they had when Getzlaf reached the 1,000-
point milestone. Getzlaf did it with Ducks royalty in the house, with Paul 
Kariya and Teemu Selanne coincidentally on hand to honor retired 
longtime executive David McNab. 

“He’s meant so much to the franchise,” Kariya said of the 36-year-old 
Getzlaf. “He’s been a Duck from the start. Who knows how long he’ll 
play? But he’s been a great leader and he’s been a great guy in the 
community. Similar to David, how many guys spend that long with one 
team? 

“His play this year has been incredible. His leadership and his all-around 
game has been fantastic. When you talk about the offense and the talent 
of the young guys like Zegras, (Troy) Terry and (Jamie) Drysdale, 
obviously that’s come to the forefront.” 

Getzlaf became the 92nd player in NHL history to record 1,000 points 
(seven are active) and the 39th to do it all with the same team. He has 
280 goals and a franchise-record 720 assists in a team-record 1,118 
games. The first of his 1,000 points was an assist on Oct. 14, 2005, 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

“It was cool,” Getzlaf said of reaching the milestone with Kariya and 
Selanne in attendance. “There’s a lot of history here. We’re building an 
historic organization. It takes a long time to build that, and past players 
are a big part of that, so when those guys show up it means a lot to the 
team. It means a lot to the fans.” 

Getzlaf broke Selanne’s franchise record of 988 points with an assist in 
the Ducks’ 4-2 victory over the Montreal Canadiens on Oct. 31. Overall, 
Getzlaf has one goal and 17 assists in 17 games this season. 

“Hitting the franchise record meant a lot to me,” Getzlaf said. “It’s not 
something I set a goal to do, but being able to be a part of an 
organization for as long as I have, getting to the top of that list was a lot 
of fun. I took a lot of pride in that and being here as long as I have. So 
I’ve really enjoyed it.” 

Terry also assisted on Fowler’s first-period goal, extending his scoring 
streak to 15 consecutive games, tying Getzlaf for the third-longest streak 
in Ducks history, set in 2007-08. Corey Perry holds the franchise record 
with a 19-game streak in 2009-10, followed by Selanne’s 17-game streak 
in 1998-99. 

Terry is the NHL’s fourth-leading scorer with 21 points (11 goals, 10 
assists). All of his points have come during his streak. 

The Ducks took a one-goal lead into the third period, then lost it when 
Garrett Pilon scored his first NHL goal to tie it 1-1 at 5:36. Zegras scored 
the first of his two goals to put the Ducks back in front 2-1 at the 10-
minute mark. Tom Wilson tied it 2-2 for the Capitals at 17:28, forcing the 
game to OT. 

Ducks goalie John Gibson made 28 saves, including two in OT after 
blanking the Capitals until the third period, and extended his personal 
winning streak to a career-best seven games. Overall, he is 9-2-2 with a 
2.35 goals-against average, a .925 save percentage and one shutout. 

Zegras then made sure the Ducks would be winners on a night of 
milestones for Getzlaf and for the franchise. Zegras sounded incredulous 
when told after the game that their latest victory vaulted them past the 
Oilers and into first place. The Ducks also are sixth in the overall 
standings. 

“Yeah, that’s pretty good,” he said. “If you would have told me that last 
year, I wouldn’t have believed you, that’s for sure. It’s just a different 
feeling this year. Guys are playing for each other. We have a great 
coaching staff and, obviously, we’ve got No. 36 (Gibson) back there, 
who’s unbelievable every night.” 

MOVING ON UP 

The Ducks earned their 1,000th win in the 2,127th game in franchise 
history. Only five teams in NHL history have needed fewer games to 
reach that milestone – Philadelphia (2,018), Montreal (2,064), San Jose 
(2,112), Edmonton (2,115) and Buffalo (2,118). 
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Ducks’ new shut-up-and-play attitude serves them well 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | eteaford@scng.com | Orange County Register 

 

ANAHEIM — The Ducks went into Tuesday’s game against the 
Washington Capitals bucking a trend. They have departed from their 
usual method of operation over the years, taking fewer penalties than 
their opponents to start the season and giving their special teams a 
better chance at success. 

No question, a determined effort to improve the Ducks’ power play and 
penalty kill has paid dividends. The power play was fourth-ranked in the 
NHL at 28.3% (15 for 53) going into Tuesday’s games around the league. 
The penalty kill was ranked sixth (38 of 44, 86.4%). 

But watching the opposition trudge to the penalty box more often has 
paid off for the Ducks, too. Last season continued a decades-long trend 
in which the Ducks skated in shorthanded situations more often than they 
had man-advantage opportunities. It was 164 to 123 in 2020-21. 

Anecdotally, the Ducks also appear to have abandoned their longtime 
practice of barking at the referees about every call that goes against 
them. They had a well-earned reputation over the years as one of the 
more disagreeable teams in the NHL, which didn’t do them any favors 
with referees. 

“I’ve got lots of friends around the league, not just on teams but within the 
league, and it was brought to my attention very quickly as a friendly 
heads-up that the team you’re going to go coach now has a bit of 
reputation for it,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said of the advice he 
received before he got the job. 

“We’ve gotten to a point where we know it’s certainly not going to help,” 
he added. “Now, does that mean we’re going to sit there and smile and 
be all rainbows and butterflies some nights? Maybe not. I think our 
players and our staff fully understand those refs have their hands full out 
there.” 

MCTAVISH ADJUSTS 

As much as the Ducks would have liked to have played rookie Mason 
McTavish at his more natural position of center, they simply haven’t 
found a way to get it done. McTavish, the third pick in July’s NHL draft, 
has worked his way into the lineup to start the season, but he’s done it as 
a left wing. 

Ryan Getzlaf, Trevor Zegras, Isac Lundestrom and either Derek Grant, 
Bo Groulx or Sam Steel have manned the four center positions. 
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“I think ‘McT’ has done a hell of a job moving over to the wing,” Eakins 
said. “He’s done really well understanding how to get off the wall. His 
board play is getting better. I think the thing that’s most impressive about 
the kid is he asks intelligent questions and works his butt off. He hasn’t 
let his foot off the pedal. 

“I don’t think playing out of position is an easy thing, but he’s managed it 
well.” 

McTavish, 18, has two goals and one assist in seven games to start his 
career. 

COMTOIS UPDATE 

The Ducks placed left wing Max Comtois on injured reserve because of a 
nagging upper-body injury. He sat out Tuesday for the second 
consecutive game. 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.17.2021 

1194666 Anaheim Ducks 

 

As the Ducks’ Ryan Getzlaf nears 1,000 points, teammates and foes 
share memories: ‘What if they arrest us?’ 

 

By Eric Stephens Nov 16, 2021 20  

 

Editor’s note: Ryan Getzlaf recorded his 1,000th career point Tuesday 
night, with an assist on Cam Fowler’s first-period goal. 

One thousand points. Words don’t do it justice, the way the number does, 
so let’s use it: 1,000. 

It is a magical milestone in an NHL player’s career. Only 91 players who 
have suited up since 1917 have scored that many points. Eras change, 
and more games are played now in a season than decades ago. But it is 
still one of hockey’s most cherished accomplishments. 

The Ducks’ Ryan Getzlaf is on the doorstep heading into Tuesday’s 
game against Washington. With a goal or – more likely – an assist, the 
36-year-old captain of the Ducks will become No. 92. He’ll be the first 
player to get 1,000 with Anaheim, having already become the franchise’s 
leading scorer when he passed Teemu Selanne on Oct. 31. 

Trevor Zegras, who is in his first full season with the Ducks, tried to 
process that number before chuckling. “I can’t,” he said. 

“That’s a lot of points,” Zegras added, still wrapping his head around that. 
“A lot of points.” 

Getzlaf has been full steam ahead in what could be a comeback season. 
Getzlaf has 10 points in his last six games, giving him 17 in just 16 
games, equal to the amount he scored in 48 games last season. While 
the year is not a quarter complete, Getzlaf is on a point-per-game pace 
for the first time in five seasons. 

Perhaps the most surprising development is that he is without a doubt 
the Ducks’ No. 1 center this season. He unmistakably filled that role for 
13 years before a pandemic-related, largely fan-less season that he 
freely admits held little enjoyment. Now, he is back with a vengeance. 

“If someone is going to unseat him, so be it and he will welcome that,” 
Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. “But that’s going to be a big mountain to 
climb right now. Because he’s dialed in.” 

Getzlaf’s 1,000th point could come Tuesday, on a night when the Ducks 
are honoring former executive David McNab, whose influence in the 
organization dates to the beginning in 1993. Paul Kariya, Steve Rucchin 
and Teemu Selänne – three of the most beloved players in franchise 
history – will be on hand to celebrate McNab’s gigantic contributions, but 
they could also witness another legendary figure who is still going strong. 

The Athletic talked to several figures who have played with and against 
Getzlaf over his 17 seasons. Here are their stories, anecdotes and 
characterizations of a player who has come to define the Ducks across 
three decades. 

Teemu Selänne 

The Hall of Fame winger was Getzlaf’s teammate for nine seasons, 
covering his entire second act with the Ducks from 2005-06 until he 
retired after the 2013-14 season. Selänne and Getzlaf teamed on 114 
goals. 

Obviously, there’s a lot of stories. The funniest story was the day before 
the Stanley Cup Final (in 2007). We have the press conference and then 
we’re leaving (at) the same time from the rink. I always did some donuts 
in the parking lot. And he said, “Teemu, now that there’s nobody here, 
can you show me how to do the donuts?” So, I jumped in my Ferrari, and 
we do maybe 10 donuts in the lot. There’s nothing but smoke 
everywhere. Then we tried it again in his Mercedes and he was 
struggling a little, but he got the idea. So, then I showed him one more 
time with my car. Well, then there’s two people walking to us and we’re 
like, “Uh-oh.” It’s two policemen. They showed their badges and they said 
they were doing inspections for tomorrow. 

I’m like, “Jesus, what if they arrest us? We can’t play tomorrow or 
something. Somebody’s going to have to bail us out.” We were joking 
about it after. But think about it? If the Ducks, in a few hours, have to get 
Selanne and Getzlaf out of jail and they can’t play Game 1. The first 
game of the Stanley Cup Final. At first, the police were very serious. But 
then they obviously realized they knew who we were. They were like, 
“OK, guys. Just be a little smarter next time.” But Getzy was so happy 
and excited. He was like, “This is awesome.” He tried to do that with his 
car and then the police came. 

I always remember when he and Corey Perry came to the Ducks. 
Obviously, you know right away when you see them how good they are 
and how much talent and (that) they have all the tools. They just need a 
lot of experience and good examples and just learn how to be a pro. But 
you can see right away that these guys are going to be unbelievable. 
Getzy had all the tools. He’s big, strong. He’s super smart. He didn’t 
really have any weaknesses. It was fun to watch how those guys got 
better and better. It has been great to be a part of it. And obviously, I’m 
very proud of him, what he has achieved and what he has done for this 
organization. We are like brothers. Obviously, we won the Cup together 
and (had) great years together. It has been fun to follow his career after 
(retiring). 

Dean Evason 

A former NHL center and longtime assistant coach with Washington, 
Evason coached Getzlaf with the Western Hockey League’s Calgary 
Hitmen, where the 19-year-old was their captain. Evason also coached 
the AHL’s Milwaukee Admirals for six seasons before joining the 
Minnesota Wild’s staff. He has been the Wild’s head coach since Feb. 
2020. 

The thing that I remember most is how he always welcomed the group 
together. When I say that, the younger guys and older guys. As you know 
in junior hockey, it can be 19-, 20-year-old men basically and 16-year-old 
kids. So, it’s a tough environment to come into. I think he did a great job 
of leading not only on and off the ice. Lots of fond memories of not only 
him as a hockey player but as a person. Just sitting down with him and 
chatting. We played some golf together at the end of the year in Calgary. 
I think he’s conducted himself like a professional. A lot of these 
superstars end up becoming not only great hockey players and 
remembered as great hockey players but great people as well. And I 
think Getzy’s certainly one of those guys. 

I can tell you this about Getz. When they came back from winning the 
World Junior Championship, we went into Red Deer for our very next 
game. He asked to be in the starting lineup because he wanted to prove 
that he was back with us and ready to perform and play as hard as he 
possibly could against the Red Deer Rebels, who were captained by 
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(Dion) Phaneuf. They ended up actually fighting in that hockey game. It 
said a lot about him setting the example. Yeah, we just won the World 
Junior Championship, which clearly was a tremendous accomplishment 
and a lot of fanfare goes with that in Canada. But he was in a position to 
say I’m now back and I’ve flipped the switch to being a Calgary Hitmen 
and we’re ready to compete. Didn’t matter if a teammate a week ago was 
that guy in Phaneuf. He was going to compete his butt off because he 
was now with us. 

The last game that we played against (the Ducks), he was arguably the 
best player on the ice. I said that in the press conference after the game. 
We played a lot against them last year and he played very well. But it 
looks as if he is in the best shape. He’s competing. Faceoffs and playing 
in all situations. I’m not surprised because of the athleticism. And I’m also 
not surprised because I know his competitive level. He’s doing the same 
type of things that I’ve seen as an 18-, 19-year-old. He’s doing them now 
as a 36-year-old. He’s competing his butt off to help his team win hockey 
games. That says a lot not only of the hockey player but of the man. 

Hampus Lindholm 

The Ducks defenseman has played alongside Getzlaf since he made the 
team in 2013-14. They’ve appeared in 55 playoff games together. 

He’s such a competitor. You can tell, he’s one of those guys. I remember 
my first couple of years. When he went on the ice and we’re competing 
and stuff, you take the puck from him and then he takes two hard strides 
and pulls you by the jersey to get it back. Even being that competitive all 
the time, you understand why he’s had so much success. It’s one of his 
great abilities, always being competitive and be big and strong out there. 
That’s something I’ve learned from him and that I admire about him and 
try to take after myself. 

I think he’s also a great leader. There are leaders who lead by example. I 
think I might be more like them. I can sometimes say stuff that maybe is 
the right thing to say. But Getzy’s also one of those guys where I feel like 
every time he opens his mouth, it’s actually something that makes sense. 
There’s leaders that say stuff because it’s right for the situation or what 
you’re supposed to say. But you can tell that the stuff he says comes 
from his heart and it’s always usually accurate. The only other guy I’ve 
felt that way as well is probably (Scott) Niedermayer. I know Getzy’s 
more outspoken than Niedermayer but it’s kind of the same thing. They 
both say stuff that makes sense. They’re good at getting out their 
message. That’s not always that easy. 

I think it’s just knowing when. I think there was one time when he came in 
(the room). I don’t think he had played the best game. He’d made some 
mistakes and stuff. He came in and we needed a talk. I feel like a lot of 
times some leaders will feel, ‘I haven’t done my (job) so I’m not allowed 
to speak to the group because I haven’t done my best.’ But he just kind 
of owned that and said he wasn’t happy with himself, but he also needed 
better from us. It showed great leadership in a way that not always 
everyone – it’s easy to lead when everything is going for you. But when 
you’re not having the best day, to still find the urge and energy to lead 
others is always something I admire. 

Hampus Lindholm, Ryan Getlzaf and Jakob Silfverberg in Jan. 2021. 
(Gary A. Vasquez / USA Today) 

Paul Maurice 

An NHL head coach for 24 years, Maurice is in his eighth season with the 
Winnipeg Jets. Maurice’s teams have faced off against Getzlaf numerous 
times. The Ducks and Jets met in the first round of the 2015 playoffs. 

When you think about Ryan Getzlaf, it’s part of this identity and group 
with Anaheim in their Stanley Cup years. They had an incredible array of 
big, powerful men that can play and they ran that style hard. So that’s the 
identity of the player. It’s just this big man that skates incredibly well for 
his size but better than that might be his hands and on top of that might 
even be his competitiveness and hockey sense. Talk about your kind of 
prototypical complete package. Because he could play it any way you 
wanted. He could be really physical and hard, powerful faceoff man. And 

all the little things. Some of the ways that he’ll attack a net off the faceoff 
still always makes the video package. I can pull that video from seven 
years ago. It’s the exact same damn thing. Nobody’s been able to stop it, 
right? 

One of the enjoyable things for me being on the bench for a bunch of 
years is you watch these guys grow and mature. You have just a 
tremendous amount of respect. You maybe don’t like playing against 
them because of what they do to your team. But a tremendous amount of 
respect for a guy, for me, that’s played really hard the right way, and 
regardless of what was around him. Came in young, they were building a 
championship team. Then they got to be real powerful and they used that 
size and they used that intimidation incredibly well. And now he’s 
adapted his game. He’s got a couple of skilled guys, lots of speed on the 
wings and he’s still able to play with them and make plays. Kind of a 
brilliant mentor for those guys but also as these guys age, a real nice 
face for the team and for the league. A real positive kind of role model for 
people. 

Dallas Eakins 

Eakins coached Getzlaf since 2019-20 after spending four years leading 
the Ducks’ AHL affiliate, the San Diego Gulls. 

I’ve never come across a leader that is so well-thought and unwavering 
in his beliefs and that cannot become rattled. What’s the best way to say 
this? It’s great for us here in Anaheim and Orange County and Southern 
California that we get to watch this young man perform. They’ve been 
able to watch him grow, and they understand who he is. I wish the rest of 
the hockey world knew who this guy was. 

He’s made me a better person. He’s certainly made me a better coach. 
He’s made me understand better, high-level players. And then the other 
part is to watch him interact with his teammates and how he tries to help 
them. Even more important, our kids kind of go around to the same 
schools. They don’t play the same sports. But I see him. This guy, he’s 
not holed up in some castle somewhere. He’s a man of the people. He’s 
at his kid’s football game. He’s at his daughter’s activity. You see him 
everywhere. And he’s just there like everyone one of us. 

He’s a great study because he’s our captain, he’s our leader, he’s having 
a positive effect and influence on not only his teammates and our staff 
and me. But he’s just a man of the people. He’s a normal guy. I go back 
to it. His parents have done a hell of a job raising this young man. He’s 
an unbelievable father and unbelievable husband. But he’s one of those 
guys – at least for me – where, man, I hope my kids grow up to be like 
him. If they do, boy, my wife and I have done a hell of a job as parents. 

Mark Giordano 

Giordano is in his first season with Seattle and serving as the first captain 
of the Kraken after spending 15 years with the Calgary Flames where he 
also wore the “C.” 

When you look at Getzy’s career, I think the one thing that stands out is 
he’s won the Cup, he’s won those gold medals. Those are (big) things. 
He’s a guy who brings it both high-end skill – obviously coming up on 
1,000 points says (he has) all the skill in the world and has a great shot, 
all that sort of thing – but has a presence out there physically, too. A lot 
of battles playing a lot of years against them. Really, really great team, 
really tough team that we had a lot of trouble with obviously in Calgary. 
Going back, we couldn’t find a way to win in that building for a long, long 
time and he was the leader of that group. It says a lot about him. 

He’s just one of the great players of our game and our era, my era. He’s 
a guy I’ve had a lot of battles with on the ice and been on a lot of good 
teams in his career. His resume speaks for itself. It’s the little things, too. 
Winning faceoffs. I don’t think there’s too many guys that have better 
vision than here. He’s an elite passer obviously but also a very 
underrated shot. He has a great shot. When he’s on his game, he’s pretty 
tough to stop. He’s a pretty complete package out there and that’s why 
he’s had obviously such a long career and such success, to be honest. 

Todd McLellan 
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McLellan has had to game plan against Getzlaf across his entire NHL 
coaching career, first as an assistant to Mike Babcock in Detroit and then 
head coaching stops in San Jose, Edmonton and Los Angeles. He is in 
his third season coaching the Kings. 

For me, Getzy is the ultimate player because he can play the game in 
any way, shape or form. If you want to play a skill game, he’s got the 
hands and the mind to do it. You want to play a physical, tough, nasty 
game. He’s right there every night. And he commands the respect, I 
believe, of his teammates but certainly the opposition. I think he’s a 
tremendous player. Been a tremendous player. And I still think he has a 
lot left in him. 

He’s a handful night in and night out. We have a young, up-and-coming 
centerman here (Quinton Byfield) that we hope takes on a lot of (Anze 
Kopitar’s) characteristics but also Getzy’s characteristics. Having your 
rival right down the road is a good thing for some of our young players 
because they can view how Getzy plays down there and how Kopi plays 
here. Take a little bit from both. 

David Backes 

Backes played in 965 games over 15 seasons with St. Louis, Boston and 
Anaheim. A rugged center whose best years were spent with the Blues, 
Backes and Getzlaf met many times and had their share of battles before 
becoming teammates in 2019-20 and 2020-21. 

It’s certainly changed since I’ve been here and gotten to see behind the 
scenes and been in the same locker room as him. As an opponent, all 
you see is the angry old bald man that’s chasing you around and not 
giving an inch. Scary at times. I recall, I don’t know if I’ve shared this with 
you but it was our first couple of years in the league. It was after overtime 
in St. Louis. He tried to fight me and I was like, “What is wrong with you? 
The game’s over. We’re just going to do a shootout now.” Your wires are 
touching here. Something’s wrong with this man. 

That’s kind of my perception before coming (to Anaheim). To come here 
and to see how caring he is of his teammates and how he goes about his 
work, see his talent level every day in practice. See the guy that’s got 
four kids and loves his kids and his wife, (and) this town and his 
teammates. Not that I expected any different but to see it every day in 
practice. He’s the real deal. He does it the right way as well. He’s earned 
every bit of accolades and rewards that he’s got in his career. It’s been a 
pleasure to be his teammate. 

Brenden Dillon 

Dillon has been in the NHL for 10 seasons, with Dallas, San Jose, 
Washington and now Winnipeg. The majority of his games defending 
against Getzlaf came while with the rival Sharks, with whom he spent 
parts of six seasons. 

He’s just somebody who when you’re playing the Anaheim Ducks, he’s 
kind of embodied them for the past 15-plus years. From leadership, from 
keeping players honest on both sides – his own teammates and the other 
team – I don’t think it really mattered what kind of approach you wanted 
to take on Getz. Either physical or speed, he’s a guy who can slow the 
play down. He can make plays, he can score goals. He makes others 
around him that much better. Very similar to a guy like Joe Thornton, 
whatever line he’s on, whoever he’s playing with, even these last couple 
of years playing with younger guys, he still finds a way to impact the 
game. I think that’s probably one of the bigger compliments you can have 
as a hockey player. Making the guys around you better, no matter if it’s 
year 1 or 15, 16, 17, whatever he’s at now. 

He’s a pretty witty guy. I sort of remember my first couple of years. The 
guys would try to give him a hard time about his hairline, and he just 
brushed it off. He’d just tell you to piss off or whatever it would be. I grew 
up as a western Canadian guy who was a big fan of his always, even 
when he was with the Calgary Hitmen. I think it’s something where you 
play against him and have those battles – the Sharks and Ducks rivalry is 
always a big one – and I’m just happy to see him getting some credit 
that’s obviously well-deserved. 

Dustin Brown 

One of the league’s longest-serving players with his original team, Brown 
has played all 1,247 of his NHL games with Kings. His career has 
overlapped with that of Getzlaf, starting when both were drafted in the 
first round in 2003. 

I think he’s probably been the heartbeat of that team since he’s gotten 
there. I think they won in his (second) season, and he’s been a mainstay 
and a big part of their team, big part of their room. For me, just playing 
against him, (what stands out) is his size and his skill level. They go hand 
in hand. I just think he thinks the game really well. He makes a lot of 
really smart plays and when you have size, skill and brains to go with it, 
that’s what you’re looking for in a player. We’ve had our battles. We’ve 
gone back and forth. He’s always one of those guys who’s always a 
gamer. 

He just always has the extra move in his back pocket that he can pull out 
when he needs to. Obviously, he brings a lot of physicality, too, for a guy 
of his size. I’ve seen him first-hand for the last 15 years. He’s definitely 
one of the better players I’ve played against. … I’ve seen him so much 
and he’s always been one of those top-end players. Played on Team 
Canada and gold medal teams. Won at every level. I don’t know his 
specific stats and what it actually takes to get in the Hall of Fame. But he 
seems like a Hall of Fame player to me. 

Cam Fowler 

No current Ducks player has been with Getzlaf longer than Fowler, who 
entered the NHL with Anaheim in 2010-11 after being drafted with the 
12th pick. Fowler is the Ducks’ all-time leading scorer for defensemen. 

I’ve been around Getz for a long time, so we could be here until dark 
sharing stories. The one thing that sticks out to me with him – I know we 
play in a little smaller market – but he is and has been a big star in this 
league for a long time. The way that he carries himself and treats other 
people, you would really never know it. He doesn’t carry himself like 
people owe him anything because of what he’s accomplished in this 
game. He’s someone that I’ve looked up to for a long time. He stood up 
to speak in my wedding and has become a great friend of mine. The 
wedding was in Michigan. He came from California to be there, to be a 
part of my wedding, my day. It had nothing to do with him. That goes a 
long way. 

Without sharing too many crazy stories, that’s what people really need to 
know about him. The friend that he is and the teammate that he is, on top 
of everything that he’s accomplished in this game. To me, that’s second 
to the way he treats people. The way he takes care of younger players 
and really takes them under their wing. Myself included. That’s 
something that will stick with me forever. 
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Staples Center to be renamed Crypto.com Arena 

The venue will be renamed on Christmas Day as part of a 20-year deal 
reportedly worth more than $700 million 

 

By STAFF AND NEWS SERVICE REPORTS PUBLISHED: November 
16, 2021 at 9:52 p.m. | UPDATED: November 16, 2021 at 10:00 p.m. 

 

The Staples Center will unwrap a new name on Christmas morning. 

The iconic 20,000-seat downtown arena, which has been home to the 
Lakers, Clippers, Kings and Sparks since 1999, will be renamed 
Crypto.com Arena on Christmas Day, as first reported by The Athletic. 
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The 20-year deal between the Singapore-based cryptocurrency 
exchange and AEG, the owner and operator of the arena, which both 
parties announced Tuesday night, is believed to be the largest venue 
naming rights deal in United States history. 

Specifics of the deal are not yet known, though one report estimated the 
value at more than $700 million. 

The arena’s new logo will reportedly debut on Dec. 25, when the Lakers 
host the Brooklyn Nets, and all of the Staples Center signage is expected 
to be replaced with the new name by June 2022. 

AEG owns a number of teams, including the Kings and the Carson-based 
Galaxy, and venues, including L.A. Live, the Oakland Coliseum, 
London’s O2 Arena and the Mercedes-Benz Arena in Berlin. AEG also is 
one of the nation’s largest event promoters (Coachella, among many 
others). 

The deal for the venue’s original name was announced in December 
1997, when office supply company Staples Inc. paid $120 million for the 
rights for 10 years. Staples later signed a deal in 2009 for the naming 
rights in perpetuity, but AEG bought the naming rights back for an 
undisclosed amount in 2019. The pandemic put the search for a new 
name sponsor on hold, until now. 

Crypto.com’s primary business is running an exchange that allows users 
to trade cryptocurrencies, store them in an online account, and access 
them with a Visa rewards debit card. 

“Known as the Creative Capital of the World, the city of Los Angeles and 
the people who call it home have always been pioneers, pushing the 
boundaries and innovating as the undeniable global leaders of culture 
and entertainment,” Crypto.com co-founder and CEO Kris Marszalek said 
in a statement on the company website. “We’re very excited about 
partnering with AEG and investing long term in this city, starting with 
Crypto.com Arena in the heart of downtown, and using our platform in 
new and creative ways so that cryptocurrency can power the future of 
world class sports, entertainment and technology for fans in LA and 
around the world.” 

According to Crypto.com, the new agreement includes official 
designations across Crypto.com Arena, L.A. LIVE, Microsoft Theater as 
well as the Lakers and Kings. 

“This partnership represents the fastest-growing cryptocurrency platform 
and the biggest sports and live entertainment company in the world 
converging to drive the future of sports and live entertainment as well as 
the incredible legacy of this arena for decades to come,” said Todd 
Goldstein, Chief Revenue Officer of AEG. “It marks an exciting new 
chapter in the history of our company and our respective industries, and 
we couldn’t be more thrilled to have such a visionary partner like 
Crypto.com supporting our global fan base and local community.” 

Staples Center ranks alongside New York City’s Madison Square Garden 
as one of the most popular concert venues in the country. The arena has 
hosted the Grammy Awards often since it opened in 1999 and will be one 
of the Olympic venues when the Summer Games return to L.A. in 2028. 
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Kings kick off 7-game homestand with Caps and Ovechkin 

With a string of eight games earning at least one point, the Kings are 
gaining confidence and resilience 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL |PUBLISHED: November 16, 2021 at 1:16 p.m. | 
UPDATED: November 16, 2021 at 10:46 p.m. 

 

The Kings will return to Staples Center for the first game of a season-
long, seven-game homestand Wednesday against the Washington 
Capitals. They will have an opportunity to progress toward a franchise-
record point streak and Washington winger Alex Ovechkin will continue 
his pursuit of the all-time record for goals. 

Following a triumphant 3-0-1 road trip that was part of a 7-0-1 stretch, the 
Kings entered the game with a string of eight matches in which they 
earned at least one point, accumulating 15 of 16 possible points. The 
franchise record is 11 consecutive games with a point, a feat the Kings 
first accomplished in 1973-74, and then twice more in the 2010s. 

Though the Kings lost in overtime to Winnipeg in their last game, Kings 
broadcaster Jim Fox categorized it as one of the Kings’ best games in 
the past five years during a recent news conference. 

Center Phillip Danault credited the buy-in across the lineup and 
contributions from depth players as reasons the Kings went from 
careening through six losses to playing successful, structured hockey. 

“Obviously we struggled a little bit at the beginning of the year, to find our 
game as a team, and then we definitely found it,” Danault said. 
“Everyone wants to be the difference-maker every night, and that’s been 
the difference.” 

Depth, confidence and resilience in the face of key injuries have turned a 
series of one-goal losses into a torrent of tight defensive games in which 
the Kings have prospered. Organizationally, the Ontario Reign are off to 
a fabulous start to complement the big club’s recent success. Young 
players and newcomers have contributed more frequently and more 
consistently than they did last season. 

“It’s not as much the coaching staff changing as the players have created 
that trust in us. If you didn’t have the trust, you wouldn’t put them out 
there,” Kings Coach Todd McLellan said. “Now you’re trying to reward 
them. When you get to that point and they continue to evolve, then it’s 
powerful.” 

Despite three significant long-term absences – center Quinton Byfield as 
well as defensemen Drew Doughty and Sean Walker –– the Kings are 
also getting healthier. Forward Lias Andersson is nearing a return to 
action and forward Gabe Vilardi exited COVID protocol before being 
assigned to the minors. Winger Viktor Arvidsson also completed protocol, 
but had been dealing with a non-COVID illness subsequently. 

“It’s hard not to reward the group that’s playing right now, although we’ve 
got to think about the talent level that’s sitting out,” McLellan said. 

Washington, which is tied for the second-most points in the NHL, is tied 
with the Kings’ opponent on Saturday, the Carolina Hurricanes, for the 
lead in the uber-competitive Metropolitan Division. Heading into 
Monday’s action, every team in the Metro had a point percentage above 
.500. 

Washington will bring Ovechkin in tow, whose 12 goals through Monday 
trailed only Edmonton Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl for tops in the NHL. 

“We know his shot is devastating,” Danault said. “They can strike really 
quick, so we’ve got to play a good 60 minutes.” 

ON Friday, Ovechkin surpassed Brett Hull for sole possession of the 
fourth spot on the all-time goals list with 742. He leapfrogged Kings great 
Marcel Dionne earlier this season and he could score the 25 goals he 
needs to pass Jaromir Jagr for third before the campaign ends. 

Ovechkin, 36, sits well behind former King Wayne Gretzky’s all-time 
record of 894 goals, but he has been considerably more productive in his 
30s than Gretzky was. 

Ovechkin also leads the Capitals in points with 26 in 15 games through 
Monday, and center Evgeny Kuznetsov ranks second with 20 points. 
Forward T.J. Oshie last played Oct. 27 but is traveling with the Capitals. 
Center Nicklas Backstrom has yet to play this season due to a hip injury, 
and winger Anthony Mantha remains sidelined as he recuperates from a 
recent shoulder surgery. 
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Washington at Kings 

When: Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Staples Center 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeartRadio 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.17.2021 
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AEG & Crypto.com announce new naming rights agreement for venue 
formerly known as STAPLES Center 

 

By LA Kings 

 

A quick bit of news this evening, Insiders. 

AEG and Crypto.com announced early this morning a 20-year naming 
rights agreement that will rename the home of the LA Kings from 
STAPLES Center to Crypto.com Arena. The new name will officially 
come into effect on December 25, with the Kings playing their first game 
at the newly named venue on December 28. 

Since the arena opened in October 1999, it had been known as 
STAPLES Center for the duration of its existence, with a 22+ year run 
ending next month. 

The official release from AEG is included below – 

Today Crypto.com, the world’s fastest-growing cryptocurrency platform, 
and AEG, the world’s leading sports and live entertainment company, 
have launched a historic, 20-year naming rights agreement that will 
rename the AEG-owned and operated STAPLES Center, one of the most 
iconic and globally recognized sports and entertainment arenas in the 
world. Effective December 25, the multi-purpose arena, which hosts 
hundreds of annual marquee events and serves as the official home of 
the NBA’s Los Angeles Lakers and LA Clippers, the NHL’s LA Kings and 
the WNBA’s Los Angeles Sparks, will be known as Crypto.com Arena. 
This agreement also makes Crypto.com an official cryptocurrency 
platform partner of the Los Angeles Lakers and the LA Kings. 

To kick off the partnership, AEG and Crypto.com will unveil the new logo 
and other branding assets including internal arena signage of the newly 
named Crypto.com Arena on Christmas Day, when the Los Angeles 
Lakers host the Brooklyn Nets. All of the venue’s external signage will be 
replaced by June 2022. 

Since opening its doors in 1999, the iconic arena, located in downtown 
Los Angeles, has served as the backdrop to some of the most 
memorable and prolific sports and live entertainment moments and 
events to have taken place in the last 20 years and together, through this 
partnership, AEG and Crypto.com will help shape the next 20. Each year, 
the world-class venue hosts over 240 major high-profile events of 
national and international distinction and over 4 million guests with 
events ranging from professional sports, concerts, family and award 
shows, boxing and special events, including the GRAMMY Awards, NBA 
All-Star Games and NHL All-Star Games among others. It has also 
hosted some of the biggest headlining names and shows in music and 
live entertainment performing in concert and during 19 of the last 21 
GRAMMY Awards shows. 

This partnership, brokered by AEG Global Partnerships, places the 
Crypto.com brand at the center of some of the biggest and most 
important sports and live entertainment moments set to take place over 
the course of the next two decades. It also underscores the rapidly 
growing influence and widespread adoption of Crypto.com’s 
cryptocurrency platform and NFT marketplace worldwide. 

“Known as the Creative Capital of the World, the city of Los Angeles and 
the people who call it home have always been pioneers, pushing the 
boundaries and innovating as the undeniable global leaders of culture 
and entertainment,” said Crypto.com Co-Founder and CEO, Kris 
Marszalek. “We’re very excited about partnering with AEG and investing 
long term in this city, starting with Crypto.com Arena in the heart of 
downtown, and using our platform in new and creative ways so that 
cryptocurrency can power the future of world class sports, entertainment 
and technology for fans in LA and around the world.” 

Located in the heart of the entertainment capital of the world, the 20,000-
seat, award-winning arena, has become a global symbol of excellence 
that has not only redefined and revitalized downtown Los Angeles, but 
has also helped set the industry standard for best-in-class facility 
management for other leading venues of prominence around the world. 

“This partnership represents the fastest-growing cryptocurrency platform 
and the biggest sports and live entertainment company in the world 
converging to drive the future of sports and live entertainment as well as 
the incredible legacy of this arena for decades to come,” said Todd 
Goldstein, Chief Revenue Officer of AEG. “It marks an exciting new 
chapter in the history of our company and our respective industries, and 
we couldn’t be more thrilled to have such a visionary partner like 
Crypto.com supporting our global fan base and local community.” 

As the exclusive naming rights partner, Crypto.com will engage millions 
of sports and entertainment fans each year through premium branded 
areas of the arena including a 3,300 sq. ft activation space at the 
building’s entrance, as well as dedicated activation areas on the main 
concourse of the arena and throughout the L.A. LIVE campus. 
Additionally, the new relationship will see Crypto.com featured 
prominently across the venue with large-scale, premium branding and 
signage throughout the interior and exterior of the facility. 

“This partnership is about the future,” said Dan Beckerman, President 
and CEO of AEG. “AEG and Crypto.com not only share a vision about 
innovation and the future of sports and entertainment, but we also have a 
shared commitment to our communities where we work and live. We look 
forward to partnering with Crypto.com to create meaningful initiatives to 
bring that vision to life in the years to come.” 

Crypto.com and AEG are committed to working in the Los Angeles 
community to prioritize sustainability and community engagement. AEG 
was one of the first companies to adopt a greenhouse reduction goal 
that’s based on the 1.5  ̊C global warming limit recommended by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Crypto.com 
committed to becoming carbon negative by the end of 2022 by offsetting 
more carbon than is generated by all activities across the organization. 

Negotiations were led on behalf of AEG by Nick Baker and Russell 
Silvers, Co-Chief Operating Officers of AEG Global Partnerships and on 
behalf of Crypto.com by Steven Kalifowitz, Chief Marketing Officer of 
Crypto.com and Gilad Rodkin, Senior Vice President of Marketing of 
Crypto.com. Both sides acknowledge that the process moved quickly to a 
close due to a mutual understanding of each other’s businesses and a 
shared desire to collaborate and create something truly unique for the 
future of Los Angeles and fans around the world. 

Crypto.com recently partnered with Matt Damon on its first global 
campaign to formally introduce the platform to users (watch it here). The 
campaign will be integrated across Crypto.com’s portfolio of global brand 
partnerships including UFC, F1, Paris Saint-Germain, and the NBA’s 
Philadelphia 76ers, to the NHL’s Montreal Canadiens, esports team 
Fnatic, and Lega Serie A, the Italian Football league and Twitch Rivals. 
Crypto.com continues to lead the industry in sports sponsorships, as the 
first Official Cryptocurrency Sponsor and NFT Partner of UFC and F1®. 
Earlier this year, Crypto.com became the first crypto platform to partner 
with an F1 team, the first to partner with an NHL team (Montreal 
Canadiens), and the first to partner with a professional sports league 
(Lega Serie A). 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 11.17.2021 
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11/16 Notebook – Arvidsson/Vilardi & Alignment + Power Play, Edler’s 
Calming Presence, Kempe Video 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Another day on the ice, Insiders. 

The biggest news of the day was that Viktor Arvidsson was back with the 
group today, skating in his usual spot alongside Anze Kopitar and Dustin 
Brown. Arvidsson has played the majority of his season in that spot, on 
the left side of that line, only moving off of it due to his presence to the 
NHL’s COVID Protocol minutes before the Kings played Buffalo late in 
October. 

“We just got through practice, and I need to sit with him, it will probably 
be tomorrow morning when I sit with him and see how he’s feeling,” Todd 
McLellan said today. “We’ll see how he recovers after this skate. He got 
out of protocol much earlier than today, but had a different illness after 
that, he had a setback, so we’ll see how he’s feeling tomorrow. I think 
this guy is full of energy anyhow, I’m not worried about his energy levels, 
it’s just whether his hands and his mind are ready to go and I think they 
will be.” 

In a corresponding move, forward Gabriel Vilardi was assigned to the 
AHL’s Ontario Reign this morning. Vilardi was in protocol alongside 
Arvidsson, and with Arvidsson now back in the fold, it left the Kings with 
15 forwards for 14 spots. Being waiver exempt, and not having played a 
game in three weeks, Vilardi was the odd-man out and skated with 
Ontario this afternoon. 

“Gabe was reassigned [to Ontario] this morning and Rob Blake and the 
development team sat and talked with him,” McLellan said. “I spoke to 
the coaching staff from the [Reign] about his situation, and it’s one that 
obviously none of us want to be in. He doesn’t want to be in it, we don’t 
want to be in it. The team is playing well right now and he needs to get 
playing, and that’s just how it is. I used the word competition yesterday 
and it’s good to have healthy competition. I think him playing a lot of 
minutes down there, getting some confidence, will be important for him.” 

With the Kings now back at full strength at the forward position, here’s 
how they lined up this morning – 

Arvidsson – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Kempe – Kupari – Moore 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Andersson, Grundstrom 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Strand 

Quick / Petersen 

The personnel for tomorrow against Washington is still a bit of a guessing 
game. We have the lines listed above, and we know how the team lined 
up in their games in Winnipeg, but the status of Arvidsson for tomorrow, 
as well as who exactly comes out, remains up in the air. 

More to come from morning skate tomorrow. 

Power-Play Prep 

As the Kings prepare for Washington tomorrow, they have now had two 
full practices, on consecutive days, for the first time in a long time. The 
Kings have not had that luxury as of late and had the opportunity to work 
on a couple of things here, including special teams. 

McLellan began by pointing out that the Kings are clicking right around 
the 20 percent mark here on the man advantage this season and he’s 
accurate, with the team sitting at 18.2 percent, firmly in the middle third of 
the NHL. At the same time, the Kings scored once on the man advantage 
on the road trip, but also conceded a shorthanded goal, which created a 
net zero on the trip. 

“It can’t give momentum back and that’s the big thing right now,” 
McLellan said. “It’s finding ways to produce at certain moments. 
Obviously 20 percent isn’t elite in the league, but it’ll win you enough 
games. It’s the momentum opportunities that we’re giving away or giving 
back to the other team, so we’ve got to fix some of those teams.” 

Once in the zone, the Kings have been okay in a lot of situations. 
They’ve moved the puck around, and as we saw in Ottawa, they were 
able to get a goal through Anze Kopitar. When McLellan believes the 
team has fallen short has been through zone entries. 

With new personnel, it’s been that part of it that’s been struggling, as he 
spoke to today. 

“Breakouts and entries, we’ve normally had a lot of success in those 
areas, but we’re struggling a little bit there, so we spent a lot of time in 
that area today and we’ll continue to grow it,” McLellan said. “We’ve got 
Clague and Arvy on the first unit, those are two new bodies, one’s a 
quarterback and the other an important piece, and the second unit is 
almost brand new without Gabe being there. There’s a lot of new pieces, 
we’ll figure it out as we go.” 

Keep Calm and Edler On 

Alex Edler, Calming Veteran. 

On the recent road trip, McLellan talked about the calming presence that 
Alex Edler brings and showcases to a group of young defensemen. 

“He has a calming presence to him, you never really see Alex in panic 
mode,” McLellan said. “Those veteran, Swedish defensemen, I’m not 
saying that he’s Niklas Lidstrom or Niklas Kronwall, he’s Alex Edler, but 
they have a calmness to them. Even when it wasn’t going well, they calm 
things down.” 

Edler believes that the calming nature comes through age and 
experience. 

“I think I’m a pretty calm guy and with more experience, you stay pretty 
steady out there,” he said today. “No matter what’s happening in the 
game, you try to play the same way through it. I think that comes with 
age and experience.” 

Edler has served as a strong, veteran presence for some of the team’s 
younger defensemen to learn from and grow under. Seeing the poise that 
Edler has, through experience, is a great learning tool for the team’s 
younger players, and showcases poise in situations, especially those 
when perhaps a mistake was made, and is able to move past it as well 
as anyone. 

In essence, he’s what the Kings knew they were getting this summer and 
he has proven adept in his role with the team. 

“[He makes] one, simple play that alleviated pressure at the right time 
and as a veteran, with a lot of [experience] in the league, he can afford in 
his mind to err and overcome it,” McLellan added. “Some of the kids, 
they’re afraid to err, they carry it with them. Alex has maybe a little more 
poise in certain situations and he’s able to calm it down, I think is what I 
was trying to get at.” 

All Over Adrian 

Lastly, hear from forward Adrian Kempe today, as he spoke on a number 
of topics following today’s practice. Enjoy! 
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Sharks get back to team identity, earn scrappy win over Minnesota Wild 

Timo Meier, Logan Couture, and Rudolfs Balcers each have two points in 
bounce-back win after Saturday’s loss to the Colorado Avalanche 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: November 16, 2021 at 7:32 p.m. 
| UPDATED: November 16, 2021 at 9:12 p.m. 

 

The Sharks got back to their blue-collar identity on Tuesday to help earn 
an impressive – and feisty — win over the host Minnesota Wild. 

Timo Meier, Logan Couture, and Rudolfs Balcers each had two points 
and goalie James Reimer had 26 saves as the Sharks took an early lead 
and picked up a 4-1 victory over the Wild at the Xcel Energy Center. 

Erik Karlsson scored a critical 4-on-4 goal at the 9:32 mark of the second 
period with a huge blast from the top of the circle that beat Wild goalie 
Cam Talbot. 

Minnesota had been pressing for the equalizer after Joel Eriksson Ek had 
scored just four minutes earlier to cut the Sharks’ lead to 2-1. But 
Karlsson’s goal, his third of the season, erased the Wild’s momentum, 
not to mention the distaste of Saturday’s blowout loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

“It was a complete team win. I thought every line gave us something 
tonight; I thought all the (defensemen) that played were excellent and 
had good goaltending,” Sharks coach Bob Boughner said. “We came out 
ready to play a solid road game.” 

Tomas Hertl scored at the 9:25 mark of the third period to help seal the 
victory as the Sharks improved to 2-2-0 on their five-game road trip that 
ends Thursday in St. Louis. 

“We did a lot of good things well that we’ve done all year,” Couture said. 
“It was good to rebound after a tough game.” 

The game featured two fights, as Sharks defenseman Jake Middleton 
dropped the gloves with Wild forward Jordan Greenway in the first 
period, and forward Jonah Gadjovich had a scrap with Minnesota winger 
Marcus Foligno. 

The Sharks had plenty of time to stew about their ugliest loss of the 
season over the weekend. 

The Sharks made a host of mistakes and looked out of sorts in a 6-2 loss 
to the Avalanche on Saturday. The game marked the return of seven San 
Jose players from the NHL’s COVID-19 list, including Karlsson, Meier, 
and Middleton. 

The Sharks had the day off Sunday, had a rigorous practice Monday in 
Denver, and felt the urgency to get back on track Tuesday with a solid 
effort. 

“My idea of our team identity is a team that has to grind wins out. We 
have to have that 3-2, 2-1 mentality,” Boughner said Tuesday morning. 
“We talked about not having (Connor) McDavid and (Leon) Draisaitl), 
winning games 6-5. That’s not our style. 

“We’ve got to manage our game. We’ve got to be competitive, be hard to 
play against. I use the word all the time, but we’ve got to be connected. 
When we get away from that, we get into trouble.” 

San Jose Mercury News: LOADED: 11.17.2021 

1194798 San Jose Sharks 

 

Sharks’ Simek will be scratched vs. Wild, but other defensemen are on 
notice 

NHL: San Jose Sharks’ Marc-Edouard Vlasic will play Tuesday in 
Minnesota, but his spot in the lineup appears tenuous 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: November 16, 2021 at 11:34 
a.m. | UPDATED: November 16, 2021 at 2:45 p.m. 

 

Radim Simek will be a healthy scratch for tonight’s game against the 
Minnesota Wild. Somewhere down the line, it could be Marc-Edouard 
Vlasic who takes a seat, or it could be Jake Middleton. 

That’s how Sharks coach Bob Boughner sees the situation with his 
defense corps right now — a nightly competition between a handful of 
the blueliners to stay in the lineup on a regular basis. 

The Sharks have a 1-3-1 record since they started the season 5-3-1, and 
enter Tuesday in sixth place in the Pacific Division. 

“We’re at the point in time here,” Boughner said Tuesday morning, 
“where we’ve got to make sure that we’re playing our best six every 
night.” 

Vlasic will play alongside Santeri Hatakka, who played five out of six 
games while four Sharks defensemen were in the NHL’s COVID protocol. 
Simek, who has averaged 12:39 of ice time in eight games so far, will be 
a healthy scratch for the first time this season. 

Vlasic, Simek, Middleton, and Erik Karlsson all played their first game in 
over two weeks Saturday in a 6-2 loss to the Colorado Avalanche. 

But Boughner feels he needs a third defense pair that he can regularly 
depend on to reduce the workload for Brent Burns and Mario Ferraro, 
who usually match up against the opposing team’s top line. Defensive 
depth is more critical on the road as home teams have the luxury of last 
change. 

Boughner said Monday that he feels the Vlasic-Simek pair has been 
“average at best,” adding Tuesday that the decision to scratch either one 
for the game with the Wild, “could have went either way.” 

“It’s tough to really make that judgment because I know that (Simek and 
Vlasic) were out for 11, 12 days,” Boughner said. “But we’ve got to start 
spreading out the minutes back there, and we (need) a little more 
urgency, especially to the bottom pair.” 

Vlasic, who has been on the Sharks’ roster since he was a 19-year-old in 
2006, is in the fourth year of an eight-year, $56 million deal that was 
awarded and signed on July 1, 2017, a year before he would have 
become an unrestricted free agent. 

Vlasic, 34, is the franchise leader in games played for a defenseman with 
1,094. Tuesday is the 18-year anniversary of the trade between the 
Sharks and Flames that saw San Jose acquire Calgary’s second-round 
draft pick in 2005 — that it used to select Vlasic — for goalie Miikka 
Kiprusoff, who went on to have a stellar career in Southern Alberta. 

Vlasic for years was considered among the top shutdown defensemen in 
the NHL as he averaged over 20 minutes of ice time per game for 14 
straight seasons from 2006 to 2020. He was also part of Canada’s gold 
medal-winning team at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 

This season, though, he has averaged 13:54 in ice time in eight games, a 
career low, and his spot in the lineup right now appears tenuous at best. 
Boughner said that ideally, his third defense pair would play 15 or 16 
minutes per game. 

“I just think right now it’s a situation where this is going to be a bit of a 
competition,” Boughner said. “I don’t think there’s going to be any 
favorites played.” 

Boughner said he thought Middleton also struggled against Colorado but 
added that the 6-foot-3, 220-pound defenseman has built up some equity 
with how well he played before he tested positive for COVID. Middleton 
has also shown a willingness to fight if need be and his game is of a 
more physical nature. 

“We need his element in the lineup and we need it on a consistent basis,” 
Boughner said. “I’m not saying (the competition) is only between two 
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guys. It’s going to be a nightly thing going forward. I’d say the same thing 
about the forwards, and it should be that way.” 

Simek, 29, is in the second year of a four-year, $9 million contract he 
signed in March 2020. 

“He’s got to be more urgent, jumping to check and closing plays quicker,” 
Boughner said. “I’ve seen him at his best where he has a great stick and 
he provides some sandpaper back there. A tough guy to play against in 
the d-zone, he’s always finishing ya, and he’s annoying to play against 
when he’s playing his best, and he’s in your face. 

“I think he got away from that a little bit. Just more urgency, more 
urgency all over the ice, and it’s not just him, but that’s our expectation.” 

NOTES: Jonah Gadjovich will play Tuesday after he was scratched 
Saturday and will play on the fourth line with Jasper Weatherby and 
Kevin Labanc. James Reimer will start against the Wild. In 10 career 
games vs. Minnesota, Reimer is 5-4-0 with a 2.28 goals-against average 
and a .931 save percentage with two shutouts. 

San Jose Mercury News: LOADED: 11.17.2021 
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Sharks' Wilson remembers MJ's epic 'LaBradford Smith' game 

 

BY SHENG PENG 

 

Doug Wilson is finally joining old golf buddy Michael Jordan among his 
sport’s elite. 

Jordan was inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2009. Wilson will 
be inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame on Monday, part of the 2020 
class that had to wait a year for their induction ceremony because of 
COVID-19. 

Jordan and Wilson met each other in the ‘80s, both among the great 
Chicago sports stars of that decade. 

The story references a pretty neat vintage SportsVision poster with 
Klopas, Michael Jordan, Doug Wilson and Greg Walker. #cf97 #cffc 
#TheLastDance pic.twitter.com/uGDe8j6LJc— Brian Sandalow 
(@BrianSandalow) May 9, 2020 

 “We played a lot of golf together,” Wilson recounted last week. “He used 
to come to our club and play a lot. We played some tournaments 
together, we played a couple of pro-ams.” 

The Wilson-Jordan connection goes beyond a few rounds of golf. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.17.2021 
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Boughner on Meier: “This is the best hockey I’ve seen him play.” 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

If you ask Timo Meier, he’s got more to give. 

“Yeah, I think the start [of the season], not bad,” Meier said, after potting 
a goal and an assist in the San Jose Sharks’ 4-1 victory over the 
Minnesota Wild. “But I can take another step, make some better [plays], 
be more consistent.” 

That’s a scary prospect for an already-scary player. 

“He’s been one of our best, if not our best player all year,” Bob Boughner 
offered. “When he holds onto pucks down low, he uses his speed, he 
could be a scary player.” 

If you don’t believe the San Jose Sharks head coach’s words, believe the 
stats: 

• Meier, despite missing five games in COVID protocol, is tied for the 
team lead in points, tied for second in goals, and tied for second in 
assists 

• Meier, per Natural Stat Trick, leads the squad in Goals, Assists, Points, 
Shots, Shot Attempts, and Scoring Chances Per 60 – at 5-on-5 and in All 
Situations 

• Meier, per SPORTLOGiQ, leads the Sharks in Expected Goals, 
Offensive Zone Possession Time, Slot Shots, Cycle Chances, Rebound 
Chances, Zone Exits, and Zone Entries Per Game 

• He’s second in Inner Slot Shots, Forecheck Passes, and Slot Passes 
Per Game 

“This is the best hockey I’ve seen him play,” Boughner, who’s coached 
Meier since 2019-20, volunteered. 

Logan Couture specifically recognized Meier’s propensity for exiting and 
gaining the zone with control of the puck: “Give it to him in the neutral 
zone, he’s going to enter into the offensive zone seems like almost every 
time. He’s got so much speed and strength that it’s tough for d-men to 
stand up on him.” 

Meier’s goal is a great example of this: 

2-0 lead and   points in the first.@meiertimo | #SJSharks 
pic.twitter.com/ugwkVcMNDW 

— San Jose Sharks (@SanJoseSharks) November 17, 2021 

The San Jose Sharks have been waiting for Meier to emerge as a star for 
a while. For two years, to be exact, since they signed Meier to a four-
year, $24 million dollar contract in the summer of 2019. Coming off a 30-
goal campaign, big things were expected from the 22-year-old. The 
winger, instead, responded with back-to-back disappointing campaigns. 

What’s changed for San Jose’s 2015 first-round pick? 

“He’s got some more urgency. In his overall game, he works hard away 
from the puck,” Erik Karlsson said. “We know he’s a good skater, he’s a 
big body. So far this year, he’s used that to his advantage.” 

Boughner has seen the same things. 

“We had a challenging face-to-face at the end of the year last year, an 
exit meeting. We’ve sat with Timo a lot last year, trying to talk about the 
details of his game,” Boughner shared. “I think he’s finally bought in, the 
better he plays defensively, the less he’s going to be in his own end.” 

Meier acknowledged this meeting: “I’m probably the toughest guy on 
myself. I have high expectations for myself. I knew going into summer 
where I wanted to improve, what I needed to do to have success for my 
personal game and how to be a better player for the team.” 

“He’s got to this point in his career where he just understands the way he 
has to play to have success,” Boughner said. 

This is, finally, the Timo Meier that the San Jose Sharks thought they 
were getting when they re-signed him in 2019. 

The 25-year-old winger cautioned: “It’s a long, long season.” 

We're seeing Meier's physical dominance on a consistent basis now — 
here's a small example: Burns (88) puts pass in an area near Meier (28) 
— Spurgeon (46) is doing his best to control Meier's stick, but Meier lifts 
it violently, then whips a quick buzzer-beater shot 
pic.twitter.com/fghyUFeAwp 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) November 17, 2021 
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Notes #15: Sharks Find Their Game, Beat Wild 4-1 
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By Sheng Peng  

 

PERIOD ONE 

Two in: Labanc’s first attempt to create offense for San Jose Sharks is a 
blind-looking pass up the middle in OZ, turnover. He’s in a tough place, 
being charged to create offense with linemates who won’t be helping as 
much as say a Couture. On the other hand, he should get benefit of 
softer match-ups. 

Four in: Hatakka attacks, then comes back to even up potential 
Minnesota two-on-one. Good recovery. 

Ferraro goal: On entry, Meier draws two Wild d-men, Dumba and Brodin 
— uh oh for Minnesota. Meier lifts it to Couture, who now has a down-low 
two-on-one with a Wild forward. 

Brodin with a rough start, his short breakout pass evades his forward, 
Meier picks up, Dahlen has a point-blank chance. 

Nine in: A better offensive shift from Labanc. Makes plays, but not blind 
ones. 

Ten in: Ferraro kills the Gaudreau play. Good start for him. 

Nine left: Between Couture and Meier, one of them has to cover late man 
Dumba. Avs killed San Jose Sharks with the trailer defenseman on 
Saturday. 

Five left: Hatakka has time and space behind Reimer, Gadjovich waiting 
near wall — either Hatakka has to rim it softer or Gadjovich has to be 
closer to the wall or Hatakka has to hold a beat for Gadjovich to get to 
better position. Regardless, unforced turnover. 

Meier goal: He skates it up through three zones, draws two Wild in 
corner, gets it back to point, and gets a step on Merrill to pick up the 
loose change. What a first period for Meier. 

Seconds left: Burns puts it in a soft area, Meier just gets Spurgeon’s stick 
out the way, gets a shot off. Wow. 

We're seeing Meier's physical dominance on a consistent basis now — 
here's a small example: Burns (88) puts pass in an area near Meier (28) 
— Spurgeon (46) is doing his best to control Meier's stick, but Meier lifts 
it violently, then whips a quick buzzer-beater shot 
pic.twitter.com/fghyUFeAwp 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) November 17, 2021 

PERIOD TWO 

Okay, we can stop Timo’s coronation haha. Reimer saves Meier’s bacon 
on Wild SH chance. Later, Labanc makes a crafty pass to Hertl, who 
drops it to Karlsson, Karlsson blasts it from point. Good for his 
confidence, maybe, to make a play. 

Three in: Weatherby loses it on entry after Labanc feeds him — can’t 
blame KLB for that. Wild chance on counterattack. 

Eriksson Ek goal: What a play by JEE to keep puck away from Hertl’s 
stick and still get a shot from the middle. 

Five in: Like Hedican mentioned, why isn’t Gadjovich’s stick available for 
Karlsson breakout pass? He’s got to be better than that if he wants to 
stay in the NHL. 

Eight in: Poor Karlsson pass in DZ middle to Hertl is swallowed up by 
Wild. He’s got to be better. 

Speaking of: That’s how skill wins you games. Not every Shark can do 
what Karlsson did there. Just smoked it one on one versus Talbot. Small 
plays matter too — Fiala is slow to cover the point because he lost his 
stick behind the net in a board battle with Middleton. 

You don't see this everyday: Karlsson is so open because Fiala's stick, 
off the draw, somehow goes from the wall to behind the net. Fiala is 
responsible for the point https://t.co/uPpvJROnuX 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) November 17, 2021 

Two maligned San Jose Sharks in Labanc and Vlasic hook up for a nice 
play. Vlasic takes advantage of Wild change, hits Labanc entering with 
speed up the middle. Labanc fires away and crashes the net. Another 
good fourth-line shift. Worth noting: This line has an offensive pulse, the 
Bonino line doesn’t yet. 

Five left: Bonino leads a three-on-two…and nothing. No shot attempt. 
Either he needs help or needs to be MUCH better. He dumps it, and he 
and Nieto outnumber down low, get it back to point…but is that what you 
want from a three-on-two? That’s dump-and-chase hockey to an 
extreme. 

PERIOD THREE 

The San Jose Sharks gave too much in the second to Minnesota. Let’s 
see if they can close out Wild strong. 

Four in: Why that hope play from Balcers? Balcers can’t pick up speed, 
but he has the puck along the center ice wall. He chooses a finesse pass 
to Barabanov, easily intercepted by the Wild. Dump that in there. That’s a 
turnover in a bad place from Balcers. 

Five in: That’s killing a play by Burns. Great job on Foligno in the corner. 
Bonino picks up but doesn’t skate with it, his rim too hard for his receiver, 
turnover. 

Six in: Like Labanc’s decision to fire from point, creates chaos. 

San Jose Sharks just defending now. Can any of them cut through this? 

Hertl goal: What a no-look pass by Barabanov. 

Ten in: Back-to-back backchecks by Weatherby then Meier will make 
coaches moon. It’s not just the mistake you make — it’s how you 
respond to it. 
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Preview/Lines #15: Boughner Puts Labanc, Vlasic, Simek on Notice 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

It’s been just one game back from COVID protocol for a third of the San 
Jose Sharks roster, but there was plenty that head coach Bob Boughner 
did not like in Saturday’s 6-2 loss to the Colorado Avalanche. 

So much so, winger Kevin Labanc has been sent to the fourth line and 
defenseman Radim Simek to the bench. Labanc will skate with center 
Jasper Weatherby and Jonah Gadjovich, while rookie Santeri Hatakka 
will take the right side next to Marc-Edouard Vlasic on Tuesday against 
the Minnesota Wild. 

This doesn’t exempt Vlasic from criticism. 

Boughner said the decision on which defenseman to sit for Hatakka 
came down to Simek or Vlasic: “To be honest, I think that the decision 
could have went either way.” 

That’s not a ringing endorsement for a veteran bottom pairing that 
Boughner noted has been “average at best” all season and “needs a little 
more urgency.” 

As for Labanc, Boughner was even more specific in his critique. 

“I think for Kevin, it’s the details of his game,” Boughner offered. “I know 
he was out for a while [in COVID protocol], but you see on the penalty he 
took in the game the other night in Colorado.” 

“We go D to D, we want him to stretch on the offensive side of that red 
line. So we can just redirect [the puck], chip it, and get on the forecheck,” 
Boughner lamented. “He doesn’t do that, he loses the battle on the 
boards, he trips the guy 150 feet away from the net, and all sudden, 
we’re killing a penalty when we had great flow to the game.” 
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Three things: Labanc is indeed on the wrong side of the red line. A chip-
in from there, if the puck makes it all the way down, is a San Jose Sharks 
icing. Second, the puck doesn’t even advance forward – that’s a board 
battle lost – and finally, Labanc takes an unnecessary hooking penalty. 

Devon Toews would strike on the ensuing Avs power play. 

For Boughner, this particular gaffe is a symptom of a larger Labanc 
problem: His 5-on-5 play has been subpar this season. We saw what it 
could be in Ottawa – but that hasn’t been the case on a night-to-night 
basis. 

Quick Thoughts: Labanc Can Be So Critical to Sharks’ Success 

“We’re looking for his five-on-five game to step up,” Boughner said. “I 
briefly talked to him this morning about needing a little more urgency and 
a little more puck possession as an offensive player. You want to see him 
spending time in the offensive zone, getting three or four good looks a 
game. Not just waiting for special teams, to get out to the power play, to 
make a difference.” 

To wit, Labanc has scored zero points at 5-on-5 this season; all his 
production has come on the power play. Boughner realizes that Labanc 
hasn’t had the benefit of playing in San Jose’s top-six – he’s played 
mostly with Nick Bonino, who’s pointless 5-on-5 and on the PP – but that 
doesn’t excuse a player of Labanc’s skill. 

“We’re not getting enough [offense] from the bottom part of our lineup. 
Third-line right winger, fourth-line right winger or wherever he is, he’s got 
to help produce,” Boughner stressed. 

It’s an unfair burden, perhaps. Labanc is the most offensively-talented 
player in the bottom-six of the team’s forward corps. He hasn’t received a 
ton of help. 

But the winger can be so valuable to the San Jose Sharks if he can 
provide the secondary scoring that his talent (and contract) suggest he 
should be able to provide. 

“You get put into a position and you got to find a way to make the best of 
that situation and succeed in that situation,” Boughner said. “There’s 
another level to his game, we haven’t seen it yet, and we need it.” 

SAN JOSE SHARKS (7-6-1) 

Projected lines for tonight's #SJSharks game. 

Catch up on our #MNWild preview here: 

 https://t.co/qkOb648ZTB 

 https://t.co/wmyWBR90aU pic.twitter.com/xUGPjOhOmi 

— The Content Boyz (@LockedOnSharks) November 16, 2021 

MINNESOTA WILD (10-4-0) 

Per NHL.com: 

Kirill Kaprizov — Frederick Gaudreau — Mats Zuccarello 

Marcus Foligno — Joel Eriksson Ek — Kevin Fiala 

Jordan Greenway — Ryan Hartman — Rem Pitlick 

Brandon Duhaime — Nico Sturm — Nick Bjugstad 

Alex Goligoski — Jared Spurgeon 

Jonas Brodin — Matt Dumba 

Jon Merrill — Dmitry Kulikov 

Cam Talbot 

WHERE TO WATCH 

Puck drop against Minnesota is 5 PM PT at Xcel Energy Center. Watch it 
live on NBC Sports California and ESPN+. Listen to it on the Sharks 
Audio Network. 
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The Athletic / Pronman: NHL prospects I was wrong about, the 2021-22 
edition 

 

By Corey Pronman  

Nov 16, 2021  

  

Projecting teenagers to the pros is a humbling task. Therefore, every 
year I look at some key player evaluations that I got wrong. But in 
addition to just pointing out bad projections, I seek to shine a light on why 
the mistake was made and use it as a learning experience for me, and 
hopefully for some readers too. 

There are two criteria I use to define a mistake. The first is it must be a 
mistake you can learn from. If all the information points in one direction at 
the time of an evaluation and there’s no convincing argument that I 
missed something essential at the time, then it might just be chalked up 
to the inherent high rate of error involved in projecting teenagers. 

The second is the magnitude of the error. If I project a player as a third-
pair defenseman and now he’s a second, that’s not really worth 
discussing in this forum. Referencing the categories I used in my recent 
under-23 ranking, I look to be off by three or four categories to define it 
as a true error. So if I said a player wasn’t an NHL player and they 
become a second-line forward, or I projected them as a top-pair 
defenseman and they are a third-pair defenseman. 

Nobody will do this, but I urge you to quickly reference previous articles 
where I likely have already discussed a player as an error before you 
comment how he should have been included. 

Too low 

Moritz Seider, RHD, Detroit 

Seider was a unique evaluation in 2019. He played in the Deutsche 
Eishockey Liga (DEL), not a league many were used to contextualizing 
top-10 picks in at the time. His club in Mannheim was very strong, and he 
didn’t receive a ton of ice time or power-play opportunity. You still saw 
this huge, mobile, competitive defenseman with some puck game and it 
was clear he was a very good prospect. Whether he had the offensive 
upside to be a true top-end prospect was the question for myself and a 
lot of NHL scouts. I rated him as a mid-first-rounder. 

There probably wasn’t the evidence at the time to support what he’s done 
offensively since then, but there was evidence to suggest he was going 
to be an excellent two-way defenseman. Seider went to the U20 B pool 
that winter and was the clear best defenseman, helping elevate Germany 
to the A pool. Even that, while impressive, is not usually indicative of an 
elite prospect. 

His world championship was different. He showed up for Germany 
versus some of the best players in the world and didn’t look like a fish out 
of water. It was around that time I started to hear from NHL scouts that 
this player was for real, and it was here that I erred in not valuing how 
good he looked for a U18 defenseman at arguably the second-highest 
level behind the NHL. I don’t think I would with that information have 
moved him up to a top-five range as he’d go now in a redraft, but he 
should have been rated as a very reasonable top-10 pick. 

David Gustafsson, C, Winnipeg 

As of writing this, Gustafsson isn’t a full-time NHL player yet; and while a 
strong prospect for Winnipeg, he’s not a consensus top-50 prospect. 
He’s highlighted, though, because when he was draft-eligible I didn’t 
think much of him at all despite his great numbers in the Swedish Hockey 
League (SHL) for his age, and that he played up age levels 
internationally for years and held his own. I saw a center with size who 
worked hard, but I didn’t see much speed nor much skill. He reminded 
me of Anton Lander who had a similar style, trajectory and draft position, 
and couldn’t stick in the NHL, so I thought Gustafsson was a fringe 
prospect at best. 
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Gustafsson has more size than Lander and, while he isn’t in the league 
yet, he’s played a decent number of games and at a young age has been 
a near point per game in the AHL. His shot is more of a weapon than I 
thought as a draft-eligible and his playmaking is strong, too. He has limits 
with his hands and feet in terms of his pure offensive projection, but 
realistically he projects as a top-nine forward. In his case, I overthought 
it. A player who could accomplish what he did by his age 17 season 
clearly had at least some offensive touch to go with the work ethic and 
frame down the middle. I’m on the fence if I should have rated him a first-
rounder at the time, but a second-rounder at least. 

Jonathan Dahlen, RW, San Jose 

I was a fan of Dahlen at one point. When he was a teenager in 
Vancouver’s system and then a 20-year-old in Sweden lighting it up in 
Allsvenskan he looked like a very skilled and smart winger who could 
score goals. He wasn’t that big, played on the perimeter a lot and was a 
wonky skater, which concerned scouts. He did seem to have a lot of 
scoring potential, so I liked him but wasn’t over the moon. 

Then he came to North America and wasn’t good. The AHL exposed his 
flaws in his skating and not being the most physical player. He was 
traded to San Jose, went back to Sweden and I honestly thought he was 
done as a prospect. 

He then proceeded to torch the Allsvenskan in Sweden the next two 
seasons, with consecutive 70-point seasons. He had done well in this 
league before — he was MVP in 2018 — but never this type of scoring. 
There was almost no track record of a top Swedish prospect doing this, 
as by age 22 they’re in the SHL or in North America. Thus I wasn’t racing 
to elevate his prospect stock, it just seemed like the same old thing from 
Dahlen and if he came back to North America he would struggle again. 
His national team games last season for Sweden weren’t all that amazing 
either. 

Sure enough, he came to Sharks camp and became their top-line winger. 
Exactly how good he’ll be will be seen with time, but he looks like an NHL 
player, which I did not see. Everybody’s path is different, and I was too 
rigid to see if his great performance in Allsvenskan should be calibrated 
differently than his first go-around. 

Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa 

I thought Pinto going into his 2019 draft season was a prospect, but I 
didn’t think he was a “for-sure NHL player,” more of a “has a chance” 
type. I didn’t see much burst in his skating, and I didn’t buy his skill level 
being that high. I did see good hockey sense, a scoring touch and a good 
work level to go with his size down the middle. 

I don’t think he lit it up that season, he was around a point per game in 
the USHL between Lincoln and Tri-City. But he was a very important 
player for Tri-City, which won the most games in the league that season 
and showed he could drive play at a high level, indicative of his future. 
He wasn’t a top player at the World Jr. A Challenge, but he played a 
medium role in the U.S. team’s victory. I use the term “boring good” 
sometimes and Pinto was boring good that season. He wasn’t the 
flashiest player, but he showed some offense, he had size that helped 
him project to the pros and he tended to have good results follow him. 

I don’t think the evidence at the time supported what Pinto has ultimately 
become, which is a true top prospect, but there certainly was evidence to 
suggest he could become a useful NHL player and more than worthy of a 
second-round pick. 

Too high 

Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

Turcotte is a tough one because, as I write this, he’s still only 20 years 
old. There are times I highlight young players for this article and it comes 
back to bite me when their development takes a twist. That said, I wrote 
that Turcotte at the time of his draft was a tremendous prospect, rating 
him as a potential first-line center and the third-best player in the 2019 
group. He still looks like a potential top-six forward but it’s hard to find a 
scout who’s still going to bat for him as a true top-five pick. 

His case is tough because I think a lot of the evidence at the time pointed 
to him being a fantastic prospect. He was this quick, highly competitive 
center with a great skill level. He scored a ton in his draft season and as 

an underage. Turcotte was a big component of that dominant U.S. NTDP 
age group that rolled opponents for two years. I don’t see a reasonable 
argument at the time that he wasn’t a great prospect, but maybe he 
should have been rated close to the six-to-10 range. 

The concerns on Turcotte were despite how hard he competed and his 
willingness to get to the net to go with strong skating, he was 5-foot-11 
and that was going to impact his projection as he advanced levels. While 
skilled too, the skill and playmaking never stood out at an incredible level 
to go with his finishing issues that have plagued him. 

I probably got too infatuated with his great USHL stats and the constant 
attention given to his U.S. NTDP group throughout that season. There 
were legitimate flags that suggested he might have some issues at 
higher levels and some scouts pointed those out to me and I didn’t value 
that enough. 

Dominik Bokk, RW, Carolina 

Bokk is a tough one. When he was a prospect, he was a unique 
evaluation as a German-born player who was playing in Sweden. His 
numbers weren’t anything outstanding in the J20 league, but he did wow 
observers as an underage at the U18 worlds B pool. When you watched 
his J20 games, though, he did a ton of unique things. His skill looked 
elite, he had size, he could score and he was a solid skater. Sure he’s 
not really producing at an elite level and scouts I talked to were knocking 
his compete level, but look how talented he is! I fell in love with the ability 
and rated him as a top-10 prospect in his draft class. 

Since then, other than his one World Junior tournament and some SHL 
flashes, Bokk has struggled to consistently look like a top prospect. He 
still has a good talent base, he has size, he can skate, he has great 
hands and he can score. His play continues to be very inconsistent, 
which you could probably chalk up to a so-so compete level, and his 
puck game probably isn’t as good as I thought it was. There are many 
times you watch players in lower levels, and they can have dominant 
stretches, but there is a risk that the skill doesn’t translate when they face 
bigger, faster players. You see that for example when watching Jr. B or 
high school as fifth-round picks can make elite plays at that level. I didn’t 
incorporate the risk enough with Bokk, who didn’t prove at the U20 
worlds or other levels that his skill would translate when facing better 
players to earn that high a grade. 

Patrik Puistola, LW, Carolina 

During his draft season, I was a big fan of Puistola. I saw a player with 
one of the highest pure skill levels in the draft class. He had produced 
versus men in Finland’s second division and had some good 
performances at international play, even if not amazing. Since then 
things haven’t gone so well. He’s been a decent, at best, Liiga player 
since his draft year and has often frustrated coaches and scouts who 
watch him. He has great skill and creativity but lacks speed and his effort 
is inconsistent. 

Those flags were apparent in his draft year, too. Yes, he produced 
versus men, but there is almost no track record of Finland’s second-tier 
league being a league that produces NHL players. He did well 
internationally points-wise, but his Finnish U18 age group as a whole was 
a disappointment, and he never was able to really elevate and help lead 
them. 

Skating and compete flags are real concerns. They don’t always drag a 
player down, sometimes players overcome them, but it should have been 
incorporated more into my analysis. I had Puistola as a first-round grade 
when he should have been more of a second or third-rounder, and since 
then he looks like more of a mid- to late-round pick player. 
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TORONTO – The Toronto Maple Leafs appear to have found something 
that has been eluding them throughout the Sheldon Keefe era: a third 
line they can trust. 

Responsible David Kämpf and the all-out Ondrej Kase have given the 
unit behind Auston Matthews and John Tavares an identity, some 
growing trust and — what’s this? — a tertiary scoring punch. 

“I think every game we are better,” Kämpf said, accurately. 

Playing integral roles once again in Tuesday’s decisive 3-0 shutout of the 
Nashville Predators, Kase and Kämpf now have four points each in the 
past four games, all wins. 

It’s one thing to have the Czech Line neutralize another side’s scorers 
and finish shifts with O-zone momentum. It’s another to watch the close 
pals go off on mini goal streaks. 

“You can feel it on our bench, in our room that our players recognize 
what they're bringing to our team, whether they score or not,” Keefe said. 

“It's great to see them get rewarded — especially two guys that, honestly, 
I don't think they care whether or not they score. They just know what 
they need to bring for the team, and they're gonna lay out there every 
night. These guys don't cut corners at all. Those are the guys you want to 
see get rewarded, because they deserve it.” 

So, even though the Maple Leafs have won nine of their past 10, Keefe 
can’t help but tinker with his recipes. 

Such is a coach’s burden. 

With a two-day reset between puck drops, Keefe dove into videos, 
clicked on charts and unspooled statistics. He was searching for a way to 
increase his group’s mediocre 5-on-5 production. 

Toronto is a middle-of-the-pack team at evens, averaging just 1.7 goals 
per game 5-on-5. 

That’s a significant drop-off from last season, when the Leafs were the 
second-most prolific 5-on-5 club league wide (2.4 goals per game). 

And while a suddenly dangerous and consistent power play — plus a 
dialed-in Jack Campbell – have made up for the shortage, Keefe has 
reverted to Plan A to jolt his big guns. 

That means linking John Tavares with William Nylander, and reuniting 
sniper Auston Matthews with assist maestro Mitch Marner (and, for a 
second trial, left wing Nick Ritchie). 

Judging by zone time, line rolling, and scoring chances in the Leafs’ 
victory over the Preds, the early returns are stellar. 

Toronto dominated the run of play, doubling Nashville’s high-danger 
chances 16-8, and probably deserved a more lopsided score. 

Juuse Saros stoned a Matthews one-timer off a pretty 2-on-1 pass from 
Marner, and later denied Nylander on a breakaway. 

The goal the Leafs could muster through 56 minutes was found on the 
man-advantage, when Nylander teed up Matthews for a blistering wrister 
that sailed short-side into the net. 

Unlikely offensive hero Kämpf scored his third of the year late, providing 
the game’s only 5-on-5 goal and underscoring the value of a dependable 
third line. 

“They’ve been great for us all year. I mean, those guys are just really 
good in all three zones. Kämpfer, especially, he just always seems to be 
in the right spots. He’s got really good chemistry between him and Kaše 
and Pierre [Engvall] — but especially those two,” Matthews said. 

“Growing up together, they have a really good friendship off the ice, and 
it leads to a lot of really good play from them on the ice. They’ve been 
unbelievable for us.” 

Marner slid home an empty-netter after some pretty stickhandling work 
through three Preds in the neutral zone. 

Sure, the Leafs may not have been rewarded enough for their strong 
four-line effort at 5-on-5, but they didn’t give up much either. 

The defenders kept their own goalie’s workload to 24 shots, and Kase 
sprawled out to make a huge block late. 

“A little two-pad stack, you love to see it. Those are the plays that win 
you games,” Justin Holl said. “He’s been doing that all year for us. 
They've been one of our best defensive lines all year, and to see them 
chipping in on offence and winning games again, it's awesome.” 

Campbell, making just his 100th career appearance, secured his ninth 
win and third shutout of his first full campaign as a No. 1. 

He, too, spread love to Kämpf and Kase. 

“We’re just lucky to have those guys. They kind of commit to their role of 
being an amazing shutdown guys but also have been producing a lot for 
us,” Campbell said. “We’re going to need them.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Kyle Dubas waited for St. Louis depth winger Kyle Clifford to clear 
waivers Tuesday before acquiring him for future considerations. That 
way, Clifford can report to the Marlies worry-free — not unlike the Alex 
Galchenyuk strategy from last season. A $1-million cap hit, Clifford gives 
Toronto a fourth-line option after it lost a couple of them (Adam Brooks, 
Michael Amadio) to waivers already. 

My favourite story from Clifford’s first tour as a Leaf: Blissfully ignorant of 
the club mandate to wear helmets during warmups, he loosened up sans 
bucket. 

“That’s a power move,” Matthews said in admiration. 

• Mark Borowiecki explains why his fight with Wayne Simmonds stopped 
before it started: "He's a class act. He got me in the right eye. I was going 
to tuck my chin and throw rights, but he and the refs said, 'Let's be smart 
about this.' He spent time in Nashville, and the guys said he's class." 

• Through 13 games this season, Matt Duchene (9-7–16) has already 
crushed his dismal production in 34 games last season (6-7–13). It helps 
that coach John Hynes has increased his star forward’s ice time by a 
generous three minutes. 

"The trust from him has been a lot higher this year,” said Duchene, who 
aired things out with his coach over the summer. “I know what he 
expects, and he knows what I need to help the team be successful. That 
has been the biggest thing. The minutes have been a lot more, and it 
helps me get in a rhythm." 

• Ilya Mikheyev recently had pins removed from his broken thumb and 
has been skating and attending team meetings. “It’s now about ramping 
him up,” Keefe said. 

• Former captain Dion Phaneuf was honoured pre-game with a video 
tribute and a ceremonial puck drop courtesy of daughter Zaphire. (The 
Tavares fist-bump stole the show.) Phaneuf and wife Elisha Cuthbert 
have a second child on the way. 
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VANCOUVER – Seeking answers for the Vancouver Canucks’ alarming 
road trip and poor start, owner Francesco Aquilini met Tuesday with 
general manager Jim Benning. 

They speak nearly every day, but this meeting was a little more formal 
and a lot more urgent. Aquilini is also believed to have asked questions 
of coach Travis Green, and spoken with other senior members of the 
organization, including special advisors Henrik and Daniel Sedin. 

As far as the owners are concerned, it matters less about how the 
Canucks have collapsed to 5-9-2 when they are supposed to be an 
improved team capable of making the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and more 
about how the beleaguered people in charge are going to get them out of 
this. 

But, really, the only answers that matter will be delivered by Vancouver 
players when they open a three-game homestand Wednesday that feels 
a little like a last-chance final exam for the Benning-Green era. 

Either the underperforming team comes together and competes with the 
Colorado Avalanche, Winnipeg Jets and Chicago Blackhawks, or it stays 
in the fetal position and gets run over like it did in a three-game road 
disaster in which the Canucks were outscored 19-6. The Avalanche 
embarrassed them 7-1 in Denver last Thursday to start Vancouver’s 
roadkill, and is first up on this homestand. 

If these next three games are as bad as the last three, it’s impossible to 
see how the Aquilini family can leave unchanged the GM-and-coach 
tandem that has existed the last four-and-a-half years. 

“I don't listen to the noise,” Green said after Tuesday’s practice at Rogers 
Arena. “I only worry about coaching the team. I don't worry about the 
noise. I know there's a lot of passion in the city and rightfully so. I can 
understand people not being happy with our record right now (but) there's 
no one that's more unhappy than the people in our room. I do understand 
when people get upset, but as far as listening to the outside noise. . . it 
doesn't have an effect on me one way or the other.” 

Since neither Aquilini nor Benning held a press conference to publicize 
details about their private meeting on Tuesday, which was first reported 
by Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman, Green was asked by a reporter about 
his bosses’ summit. 

“Ownership is always evaluating our team,” Green noted. “That's not 
surprising.” 

Benning’s longevity has surprised many, considering the Canucks he 
rebuilt have made the playoffs only twice in his seven seasons. But the 
team’s progress, although slow and at times undermined by poor 
decisions in free agency and asset management, had been evident until 
COVID-19 and the 2021 pandemic season crushed the Canucks’ 
trajectory last winter. 

After Benning prioritized winning now by making a series of bold moves 
over the summer, shedding his worst free-agent spending mistakes while 
adding players to improve the lineup, this was expected to be a 
bounceback year for the Canucks. Benning said they were a playoff 
team. 

Instead, for the first time under Green, the team is badly underperforming 
its talent level, epitomized by star centre Elias Pettersson’s three even-
strength points in Vancouver’s first 16 games. 

There is immense pressure on the coach and GM to turn the team 
around before another season spins down the toilet bowl. And that 
pressure is going to be supercharged by the Canucks’ homecoming. 

It was only after ticket-buying “home” fans, easily the most important 
segment of the broad fan base, chanted “Fire Gillis!” inside Rogers Arena 
was former GM Mike Gillis finally dismissed just before the end of the 
2013-14 season. 

In the NHL, which relies on ticket revenue far more than the other major 
professional leagues, a crisis in consumer confidence can be lethal to the 
people in charge. 

But it is the rockstar employees, the players, who have the best chance 
to quell the current uprising. 

Remaining Time -0:54 

Canucks frustrated by early play but believe they have talent to rebound 

“I'm not on the internet checking to see what the gossip is, so I don't 
know,” winger J.T. Miller said when asked about the vulnerability of 
Green and Benning. “I can focus on what I'm doing to help the team and 
our team and how we're playing. I just try to stay focused on that, and 
whatever happens outside of that is kind of outside my control. 

“We have to play. You know, it's on us. It's the guys in that room who are 
going make a difference, not the coaches. They prepare us for the game. 
. . but we as leaders and as a core group, whatever your role is in the 
team, you need to buy into winning first and not yourself. I think once we 
do that on a consistent basis, we're going to get the results. I have 
complete faith in our group. Just because it's going a little crappy right 
now, I still think that we have a good hockey team.” 

They were trending that way before the road trip, outplaying teams at 
even-strength but losing close games due to awful special teams 
including an epically-bad penalty-kill that is terrorizing everyone in the 
organization. And then the baby steps forward turned into a giant leap 
backwards, over a cliff, during games in Denver, Las Vegas and 
Anaheim. 

“I think, you know, we have too many passengers sometimes during 
these games,” captain Bo Horvat conceded. “We have to hold each other 
accountable. We have to. . . really evaluate ourselves as individuals and 
as a team. Obviously, we know that this past road trip wasn't good 
enough. We can't have guys not competing or not playing on a nightly 
basis. We need everybody to win. 

“Everybody in that room, the guy next to you is the only person that 
matters. We have to care about each other in that room and care about 
each other's success, and want to do it for the next guy. That's all that 
matters right now -- is us getting together as a team and really coming 
together. None of the outside noise or anything like that has to matter in 
that room. Nobody has to pay attention to it. It's about us.” 

But if they lose badly this week, it’s probably going to be about their 
bosses. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Gaudreau elevates his game in virtual 
homecoming in Philly 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

November 17, 2021, 12:25 AM 

 

With upwards of 40 friends and family members in the stands, it 
appeared for a while that Johnny Gaudreau might just record a shot on 
goal for every one of them. 

Returning to the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia where he grew up 
watching his childhood heroes play, the 28-year-old New Jersey native 
played one of his best games in years. 

In the end, it wasn’t enough, as the Flames found a way to lose 2-1 in 
overtime to the Flyers on Tuesday. 

But if Gaudreau continues putting in efforts like that, the Flames’ recent 
scoring woes will soon be a thing of the past. 

Armed with the sort of jump that helps separate him from almost every 
forward in the league when he’s fully energized and engaged, he used 
his speed and creativity to create a steady flow of chances for him and 
his linemates. 

By night’s end he had an assist on Oliver Kylington’s goal and had an 
NHL season-high 10 shots on goal -- also a career high for Gaudreau. 
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His playmaking also helped Elias Lindholm record eight shots, giving the 
duo more than half of the 34 shots Calgary had on net. 

“I was excited to play in front of a lot of people that have supported me 
for so long,” said Gaudreau. 

“I’m not going to waste their time when they come out to watch me and 
have a bad game. Just try to work hard and do my thing on the ice. 

“I thought we created a lot of offence the whole game. We had way too 
many Grade A opportunities and didn’t find the net. We’ve got to do a 
better job at that.” 

Indeed, the Flames do, as offence has been hard to come by of late for a 
team that has now lost six of its last eight. 

Gaudreau’s top unit has certainly gone cold throughout this stretch, but 
on this night he was the best player on the ice by a considerable margin. 

Although he ran out of gas in overtime when his offensive-zone turnover 
ultimately wound up behind Jacob Markstrom for the loss, the game 
wouldn’t have lasted that long had Gaudreau not made two stellar 
defensive plays early and late in the game to prevent goals. 

“He looked really good, right away from the start he was feeling it,” said 
Lindholm. 

“He had the puck a lot and obviously when he has the puck it’s 
dangerous out there. Too bad none of those shots went in.” 

Perhaps the best chance came with eight minutes left when Gaudreau 
went end to end with a rush that saw Carter Hart’s left pad deny him of a 
wraparound goal. 

“Kind of a back-and-forth game, both goaltenders played well,” said 
Gaudreau, whose club has lost four of its five overtime games this 
season. 

“We had a lot of opportunities to score tonight, didn’t put them in, and it 
cost us the game. It’s more frustrating that we lost. Not frustrating with 
the game and how it went. I thought our line was productive in the 
offensive zone. I thought we did a really good job. We’ve got to find a 
way to put the puck in the net.” 

Although content with his team’s play the first two periods, Lindholm 
figured his team was lucky to get a point after a third-period lapse that 
saw the hosts outshoot the Flames 14-5. 

“I thought the first two periods it was a good game, but in the third period 
they took over and we were on our heels a bit and they had the puck 
most of the time,” said Lindholm, who also assisted on Kylington’s game-
opener 10 minutes in. 

“At the end, Marky kind of stole us a point there.” 

Darryl Sutter wasn’t in the mood to dissect an effort that saw the Flyers 
outshoot Calgary 43-34 before Cam Atkinson converted a juicy rebound 
to hand the Flames their third loss on this seven-game road trip that 
continues in Buffalo on Thursday. 

One of his many key saves included a pad-stacking stop to deny Scott 
Laughton on a second-period penalty shot. 

He also stood tall during a brief two-man disadvantage shortly after 
Calgary opened the scoring. 

“It certainly didn’t appear like that tonight,” said Sutter when asked about 
defensive hockey one would generally associate with a low-scoring 
game. 

“Gonna happen. You’ve had bad days too.” 

No more than 23 seconds after opening his presser, a clearly perturbed 
Sutter got out of his chair and declared, “gotta catch the bus.” 

Flyers fans were treated to a special moment early in the second period 
when Kevin Hayes tied the game. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Hayes scores first goal of the year, points to the sky for late brother 
Jimmy 

It was just his second game of the year following his second abdominal 
surgery, and his first goal since losing his brother Jimmy in the off-
season. 

Immediately after scoring, he looked and pointed skyward for his brother 
before reaching down to tap his heart. 

“Personally, really, really happy for him,” said Gaudreau, who was Hayes’ 
roommate at Boston College. 

“He’s gone through a lot these past few months. It’s hard, he’s on the 
other team, I don’t want him to score. But I was happy for him. He 
deserved it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why the IIHF is hopeful to introduce 3-on-3 Olympic 
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TORONTO – Connor McDavid, Mitch Marner and Nathan MacKinnon 
versus Auston Matthews, Jack Eichel and Patrick Kane in 3-on-3 hockey 
with an Olympic gold medal on the line. 

Can you imagine it? 

Luc Tradif can. 

The newly anointed IIHF president has a vision to grow the game 
worldwide and attract more young eyeballs to hockey. 

One way he sees doing that is by adding a fresh, fast spin on traditional 
hockey to future Winter Olympics. 

How is it, Tardif wonders, that hockey can make such a gigantic 
investment in time and resources as one of the Games’ premier events 
and be limited to just six medals (three for the men, three for women)? 

The president has looked at the Summer Games’ success of rugby 
sevens, beach volleyball, and 3-on-3 basketball and wondered, why not 
us? 

Tardif's proposal has gained the interest of the International Olympic 
Committee, which is considering adding a 3-on-3 tournament to the world 
stage. 

The format is still a work in progress, but Tardif envisions it being played 
on the narrow ice pad with shorter game lengths. 

“We really believe in it,” Tardif said Tuesday at the PrimeTime Sports 
Management Conference in downtown Toronto. “I think it’s important to 
bring a new format. At the moment, the kids are zapping [between 
channels]. They’d rather play a one-hour game twice than play two-and-
a-half hours. They’re following on TV four games at a time. So, we have 
to try to bring a new format.” 

The IIHF test-drove boys’ 3-on-3 as an exhibition at the 2020 Winter 
Youth Olympics in Lausanne and will give it a formal trial at the 2024 
Youth Games in Gagwon. 

Installing 3-on-3 for Milano Cortina 2026 is a long shot, but Tardif says 
both he and the IOC are hopeful to double the hockey in 2030. 

“More medals for hockey,” he smiled. “That’s not bad.” 

Team Canada at the 2022 Olympics 

COVID putting 2022 Games in jeopardy for NHL? 
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Tardif assumed the IIHF reins from long-serving president René Fasel in 
late September and had his first face-to-face meeting with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman Monday in Toronto. 

“It was a warm welcome,” Tardif said. “One of my priorities is to grow 
hockey all over the world, like football is doing, like rugby is doing. They 
open their championships to wider markets.” 

Tardif submitted to Bettman a first draft of the safety protocols for Beijing, 
using Tokyo as a blueprint. The NHL will submit revisions, and the sides 
will lock regulations down for February before opening discussions on a 
four-year plan to grow the game through international best-on-best 
competition. 

Tardif says he and Bettman hold the shared goal of sustainably growing 
hockey in the untapped Asian market through rinks and coaching. 

The Ottawa Senators’ outbreak and the threat of COVID was not 
discussed in their initial meeting. 

“I hope – cross the fingers – that we are not going to be bothered by a 
fifth wave or something like that, because that’s the only thing that can 
stop [NHL participation],” Tardif said. “I believe we’re going to have the 
best players in the next Olympic Games. I’m a little bit worried because 
there are some [positive] cases. But the protocol is there, we’ve got the 
experience of Tokyo over the summer, and I’m confident.” 

Pittsburgh Penguins president Brian Burke says he’s “amazed” the NHL 
has not lost more games due to positive tests and has faith that, if need 
be, taxi squads should keep the schedule rolling through situations like 
the one in Ottawa. 

“I don’t think it puts the season in jeopardy at all. It’s still one team with 
that many cases,” Burke said. “There’s a lot of things that would have to 
happen before we look at postponing the Olympics or postponing the 
season.” 

China’s spot is not guaranteed 

Tardif has Norway on standby if the host Chinese are unable to properly 
dress a legitimate men’s ice hockey team in the Beijing tournament. 

Despite drawing a Group A seat with Canada, U.S. and Germnay, Tardif 
maintains China’s participation is not a done deal. 

The IIHF has five experts from various nations watching China’s two test 
games: a 5-4 overtime loss Monday to the KHL’s Amur Khabarovsk, and 
a second game on Wednesday. 

Those scouts will report back to Tardif, who will make a ruling on Team 
China’s eligibility in conjunction with the IOC on Nov. 25, giving Norway a 
couple months to prepare if necessary. 

“It will be our decision. We are on board with IOC. I didn’t want to do a 
diplomatic earthquake alone, just coming as a new president,” said 
Tardif, asserting that China itself has no say in the matter. 

“It will be our rules. When I say ‘our,’ that’s IOC and IIHF.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Marner look to rediscover connection 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs (optional) and Nashville Predators skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Tuesday.  

One of the most surprising developments during Toronto's early-season 
slump was the fact Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner didn't pick up 
where they left off. 

The dynamic duo dominated the league last season while playing on the 
same line. Matthews won the Rocket Richard Trophy while Marner 
finished fourth in league scoring.  

But Marner and Matthews failed to produce even one point in the three 
games they played together at the start of this season. They were split up 
following a 7-1 loss in Pittsburgh on Oct. 23.  

"We were just a little off," Marner said. "I wasn't playing my best game 
there at the start of the year and, obviously, have turned that around 
quite a bit." 

Marner played the last 10 games on a line with John Tavares and 
produced three goals and 10 assists. Matthews also started producing, 
with six goals and six assists in that stretch. That helped the Leafs get on 
a roll.  

"I feel like their games are going now, individually," said coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "We're going well as a team. We've won a lot of games, but our 
production has dropped off at five-on-five, particularly with those guys." 

With a rare two-day break between games, Keefe took a closer look at 
the numbers and didn't like what he was seeing.  

"Matthews has two assists in the last six games at five-on-five," the 
coach pointed out. "Marner has one assist in the last six games at five-
on-five ... Rather than seeing that some things might not be working, but 
let's sweep it under the rug because we're winning, we think we can play 
even better." 

And that's why Keefe is changing the core combinations despite the fact 
the team has won eight of nine games. Usually, it's risky for a coach to 
tinker with a winning lineup, but it doesn't feel that way considering the 
track record Matthews and Marner have together.  

"They enjoy playing with one another," noted defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
"They're able create offence and they're both pretty responsible 
defensively too. I don't think they give up too much in order to create 
what they get. That's always a good sign." 

"How quickly we get out of our D zone, that's when I think we're really 
clicking," Marner said. "Just playing with pressure in our D zone to get 
the puck back into our hands quickly and then get it up the ice and try to 
have possession carrying it over the blue line. [Then] trying to find a play 
to make and quickly try and get the puck to the net." 

Marner, Matthews look to rediscover their magic 

Mitch Marner explains that he wasn't at his best when he was playing 
alongside Auston Matthews at the start of the year and is hoping now 
that both of them have found their game, they can rediscover the magic 
they had together last year. 

It won't be easy to get to the net tonight. The Predators, like the Leafs, 
are on a roll, having gone 8-1-1 since Oct. 24.  

"We know their top two lines have been pretty much their team for the 
last little bit here, so we need to defend well against those guys," said 
defenceman Mattias Ekholm. "You can correct me, but I think we have 
eight wins in the last 10 so, more or less, we got to focus on what we're 
doing well. The team game we're playing is demoralizing for other teams 
to play against ... The whole group has really bought into the way we 
need to play to be successful. We don't have the Matthews, the [William] 
Nylander, the Marner, the really high-end offensive talent, but we are a 
group together." 

Ekholm calls goalie Juuse Saros his team's best player so far. The 5-
foot-11 Finn is 6-0-1 with a .944 save percentage in his past seven starts.  

"He's outstanding," raved Matt Duchene. "If he's not top five in the 
league, I don't know what he is. That might even be slighting him a bit. 
Obviously, playing in Nashville, playing in the West, you don't get the 
same media exposure as he would if he was playing here or Montreal or 
somewhere else. He's never out of a play. His lateral ability is incredible." 

"This is his team now," said coach John Hynes. "The last couple years 
it's been that transition between he and Pekka [Rinne] and there were 
pockets when he played a majority of the games and was terrific, but now 
with Pekka retiring and him coming in ... there's just a different level of 
earned confidence about him. It's his net. It's his team."  
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Saros has never played the Leafs before. 

While Matthews and Marner have excelled together in the past, it's 
unclear if Nick Ritchie is the right fit on that line. He failed to record a 
point in six games on the top line to start the season but starting tonight 
he will get a second chance on the first line.  

"He can finish around the net," Keefe stressed. "He is getting chances. 
He's getting looks. In the last few games, in particular, he's been doing 
some different things that we've been working on with him to get into 
good spots. The expectation or hope, at this point, is that those will start 
to fall for him, and he will get even more [chances] playing with Auston 
and Mitch." 

Ritchie has just two points, both on the power play, through 16 games.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Ritchie gets second chance on first line 

Despite winning eight of their last nine games, the Maple Leafs are going 
back to the lines they started the season with. Sheldon Keefe explains 
the move and why Nick Ritchie is getting another chance with Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner. Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs will honour former captain Dion Phaneuf in a pre-game 
ceremony tonight. The 36-year-old formally announced his retirement 
from the National Hockey League today.  

Toronto made the playoffs just once in his tenure (2009-16), losing to 
Boston in a devastating Game 7 collapse in 2013, but Phaneuf is 
remembered fondly by teammates for his steady presence during 
tumultuous times.  

Marner recalled how Phaneuf made him feel at ease during his first NHL 
training camp in 2015.  

"I was getting on the plane for training camp, and I didn't know where to 
sit," Marner said. "I had my head down and was nervous walking on and 
Dion called me over and let me sit beside him. Just a really welcoming 
guy. We talked about London. We talked about some watches. If I liked 
watches, if I liked cars, and talking through that." 

Phaneuf says he was simply paying it forward after Flames captain 
Jarome Iginla made him feel welcome in Calgary.  

"My first training camp, he called my room and he said, 'Hey Dion, it’s 
Jarome ... would you like come play golf tomorrow?' And I'm like, 'Yeah.' I 
was so nervous. I think I hit the first ball like 100 yards left."  

Marner reflects on the ‘Double-Dion’ and his first interaction with Phaneuf 

Fresh of getting drafted by the Maple Leafs, Mitch Marner shares a story 
of his first interaction with Dion Phaneuf at training camp and how a 
simple plane ride chat helped Marner feel much more comfortable in his 
first taste of the NHL. 

Drafted in 2012, Rielly was mentored by Phaneuf during his first couple 
seasons in the NHL and the pair remain close. 

"That's a cool friendship that I have with him," Rielly said. "When I got 
here and I was 19, he was a guy I looked up to and I still do today ... [He 
was] a calming influence on everybody else. He liked talking to guys. He 
liked having conversations about what's going on in your personal life 
and I think that makes him a special person."    

"To see him, from when I first met him as a kid to now, a young man, I'm 
really proud of him," said Phaneuf. "I'm going to call him a friend for a 
long time."  

Asked about his legacy, Phaneuf says what matters most is how his 
former teammates view him.  

"I hope I'm remembered as a guy that competed," he said. "That played 
the game hard. That would do anything for his teammates." 

These days Phaneuf is enjoying spending time with his young daughter 
at home in Los Angeles. He would like to stay involved in hockey moving 
forward in some capacity whether it be scouting, player development or 
something else.  

Rielly, Phaneuf reflect on their friendship that started in Toronto 

Morgan Rielly reflects on his year's with Dion Phaneuf and explains all of 
the things he learned from the veteran defenceman. Phaneuf says he's 
very impressed to see what kind of leader Rielly has grown into on and 
off the ice. 

Phaneuf said his biggest regret in Toronto was the Salute-Gate incident 
when the team decided not to acknowledge fans after a win on Nov. 20, 
2014. That came a couple days after a brutal 9-2 home loss to the 
Predators in which fans threw sweaters on the ice.   

"If I could have a redo [on anything] it was not saluting the fans and the 
way that was handled," Phaneuf admitted. "That was under my watch. I 
was the captain of the team and I take responsibility for that." 

But Phaneuf was still welcomed back warmly when he played his first 
game in Toronto as a member of the Ottawa Senators. He received a 
loud ovation following a video tribute.  

"The fans in Toronto are incredible," he said. "They give unwavering 
support. Every time I come back people come up to me and thank me for 
my time here."  

Phaneuf on Salute-Gate and why he chose Toronto for his retirement 
ceremony 

Dion Phaneuf explains why if he could go back and change one thing 
from his time with the Maple Leafs it would be Salute-Gate. He also talks 
about why he chose to do his retirement ceremony in Toronto. 

--- 

Ondrej Kase will look to extend his goal streak to four games tonight.  

"You can see his confidence continue to grow and grow in himself and 
probably just feeling comfortable within our system, within the team, 
starting to get a good feel for how we play," observed Tavares. "He's very 
crafty with the puck. He has a really good shot, good release. He's 
competing extremely hard. He's winning a lot of 50-50 pucks. He's 
putting pressure on the opponent and that's creating time and space." 

--- 

After posting just six goals in 34 games last season, Duchene has 
rocketed out of the gate this year with nine goals in 15 games.  

"The relationship between [coach] Hynsie and I has really progressed," 
he explained. "The trust from him has been a lot higher this year. I know 
what he expects, and he knows what I need to help the team be 
successful. That has been the biggest thing. The minutes have been a lot 
more and it helps me get in a rhythm." 

"We had some good conversations this summer and they were really 
honest," said Hynes. "He was really honest about some of the things that 
he felt in his game were good and some areas where he felt he needed 
more from me. There's also things in his game that needed to change 
and improve."  

Duchene is averaging 18:50 of ice time per game this season, which is 
up from 15:50 last season.   

"I really appreciate the way he's working without the puck," said Hynes. 
"He's extremely competitive. He's playing the game the right way and 
that allows you, as a coach, to really trust a player and give him minutes 
that are important minutes."  

Duchene has helped the underdog Predators surge up the Central 
Division standings. They enter tonight's game in third spot with 19 points.  

"We're having a lot of fun, more fun than we've had," Duchene said. 
"After the team went to the Cup in 2017, the expectations got a little 
heavy and we lost track of how hard it is to win in this League. We've re-
routed our focus and there wasn't a lot of pressure coming into this year."  
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Salim Valji 

 

After a 2020-2021 campaign where he played in just eight of 56 games, 
Calgary Flames defenceman Oliver Kylington decided to alter his 
approach to the mental side of the sport.  

Kylington, a second-round pick in 2015 and once a highly touted 
prospect, was a perpetual healthy scratch during the tumultuous year for 
the Flames and at one point was placed on waivers. Over the summer, 
while his physical training remained the same (he was one of the team’s 
top performers in the training camp fitness tests), he concentrated more 
on consistency and living in the present. 

“Being more mentally prepared and experienced with a couple of more 
years of experience and knowing what to do on a daily basis has 
definitely helped,” he said. “It’s a challenge I’ve given myself, to be more 
consistent and take it game by game and reset after every game. You’re 
only as good as your last game. I think the mental aspect of everything 
has been a key with me.” 

Kylington has been one of the league’s biggest surprises early this 
season. Through 14 contests, he has 10 points – already a career high 
and fifth on the team. All 10 points have come at even strength, tied for 
first among all NHL blueliners. 

He and veteran Chris Tanev have formed an effective second pair, 
regularly going against other teams’ best forwards. According to Natural 
Stat Trick, among the 191 blueliners who have played at least 100 five-
on-five minutes, Kylington is 10th in Corsi percentage (57.00). Kylington’s 
ice time has risen from 13 minutes a night last year to 16:32 this season. 

“We’re both enjoying our time out there together,” Tanev said ahead of 
Tuesday’s tilt in Philadelphia. “[Kylington]’s a tremendous skater…he can 
make a lot of plays that a lot of guys in the league can’t make.” 

In the past, the Flames have been criticized for getting too high when 
times are good and too low when facing adversity. Kylington's focus has 
been on not riding the rollercoaster of emotions that come with an 82-
game season, instead maintaining an even-keel outlook.  

“You can’t look to forwards or backwards, you just have to stay in the 
present and be dialled in,” he said. “We play so many games…if you 
have an off-night, you have to reset right away.” 

Kylington had to reset after coughing up the puck against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in the third period on Friday evening, a giveaway that led to 
the tying goal as Calgary lost in overtime. 

“I’m pissed off right now,” he said afterward. Kylington had scored the 
Flame’s lone goal of the game after jumping into the play and deking out 
Leafs goalie Jack Campbell, but it didn’t matter. “I don’t care if I score or 
get points, I just want to win games and we didn’t do that today.” 

While goalie Jacob Markstrom has referenced last year’s struggles as a 
motivating factor for his own hot start, Kylington has mostly moved on. 
He did, however, admit to thinking about whether he would ever get 
another opportunity with the team that drafted him. 

“Myself, confidence has never been out of the picture, but obviously you 
start to think in different ways,” he said. “When the opportunity didn’t 
happen, I just tried to stay in the present and make the best of it.” 

That self-belief, according to teammates, has never been a problem for 
Kylington. 

“I know, that he’s always had a lot of confidence, but it’s a matter of 
getting the opportunity and he’s been taking care of his opportunity,” said 
Rasmus Andersson, also selected by the Flames in the second round in 
2015. 

Across the pond in Sweden, Johnny Oduya – Kylington’s mentor and a 
long-time NHL blueliner who won the Stanley Cup with Chicago in 2010 – 
doesn’t seem surprised about his protégé’s early success this season. 

Kylington met Oduya as a child when he was just starting out in the sport. 
They train together in the off-season, and this summer visited Kenya to 
donate hockey equipment and play with the Kenya Lions. 

“The drive in him is something I’ve seen for a long time,” Oduya said.  

Over the summer, Oduya and Kylington talked about how things went 
last season in Calgary. Oduya’s advice to Kylington, and all young 
blueliners he helps: It’s up to you to change the situation. 

“They have to find their own way, and that’s only done by learning,” 
Oduya said. “In the NHL, a lot of things can happen quite quickly and all 
of a sudden they’re in that position where they can perform and then they 
perform and take that next step.” 

Kylington is taking Oduya’s words to heart as he continues to cement 
himself as a top-four blueliner on the Flames and author one of the 
NHL’s biggest feel-good stories of the season. 

“I didn’t play last year, so I couldn’t show what I could do,” Kylington said. 
“If I play, I can show. Simple as that…I’m the same person, same guy, 
and try to stay humble and perform.” 
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USA TODAY / Former American Hockey League coach Clark Donatelli 
indicted on four counts of sexual assault 

 

Antonia Noori Farzan 

The Providence Journal 

 

Clark Donatelli, who played briefly in NHL, has been indicted on sexual 
assault charges that allegedly occurred while he was an American 
Hockey League coach. 

A statewide grand jury charged Donatelli, 55, with four counts of second-
degree sexual assault. The sealed indictment was delivered in July, and 
Donatelli was arraigned on Nov. 10, according to the Rhode Island 
Attorney General's office. 

Donatelli, who played 35 NHL games between the Minnesota North Stars 
and Boston Bruins, was released on $10,000 bail ahead of a Dec. 15 
pretrial conference in Providence Superior Court. As a condition of his 
bail, he is barred from contacting the 46-year-old woman. 

The incident that led to the charges "occurred in the city of Providence 
sometime on November 1, 2018," according to the attorney general's 
office. 

A civil lawsuit had been filed in the alleged incident, which took place 
after a Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins away game against the 
Providence Bruins. Donatelli, the Penguins' head coach at the time, 
allegedly groped the victim and stuck his hands down her pants while 
they were attempting to get a ride back to their hotel. 

That lawsuit, which accused the Pittsburgh Penguins of "negligently 
retaining a known serial harasser, defendant Clark Donatelli, as a head 
coach, allowing him to harass and sexually assault women," was settled 
earlier this month. 

Donatelli, who now lives in South Kingstown, Rhode Island, resigned 
from his coaching position with the Penguins in 2019. According to The 
Athletic, he most recently coached a hockey team in Germany, but was 
released from those duties in September. 
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