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Preview: Canes at Ducks 

By Walt Ruff  

ANAHEIM, CA - The Carolina Hurricanes continue their six-
game road trip tonight with their first of three meetings 
against California-based clubs. This evening they meet the 
hottest club in the NHL at the moment, the Anaheim Ducks. 

When: Thursday, November 18, 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 12-2-0 (24 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-2 Win over the Vegas Golden Knights 
on Tuesday, November 16. 

Ducks Record: 10-4-3 (23 Points, 1st - Pacific Division) 

Ducks Last Game: 3-2 Win (OT) over the Washington 
Capitals on Tuesday, November 16. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Battle of the Top Dogs: The Anaheim Ducks currently lead 
the Pacific Division and Western Conference with their 23 
points. The Canes, who have 24 points, pace the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Red Hot Ducks: Tonight's opponent of the Canes is also the 
NHL's hottest team as of late, winning eight consecutive 
contests. Dating back to October 29, Anaheim's young and 

old are getting it done, as 24-year-old Troy Terry is now tied 
with Connor McDavid for the league's longest active point 
streak, recording 21 points in the team's last 15 games. On 
the other end of the paradigm, 36-year-old Ryan Getzlaf has 
posted 18 points in 17 games, recently eclipsing the 1,000 
point mark for his career. 

Goal Scoring vs. Goal Stopping: A focal point to Anaheim's 
success has been their goal scoring, totaling 60 goals in 17 
games. That amount ranks third in the NHL, just one behind 
Edmonton and two behind league-leading Florida. However, 
tonight they're up against the NHL's best in terms of goals 
against. The Canes have only allowed 27 goals in their 14 
games, still under the two goals per game average. 

The Best Of The Net: Canes goaltender Frederik Andersen 
and Ducks netminder John Gibson enter the matchup with 
nine wins each, which ties them both, along with two others, 
for the league lead. 

Watch The Start: Both clubs come into tonight's meeting with 
a record of 7-0-0 when leading after the first period of play. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Forward Teuvo Teravainen needs one goal 
to reach 100 in the NHL and Brady Skjei needs three assists 
to reach 100 in NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters this evening. They will wear their white 
sweaters each game on this trip. 
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Good Health: Canes Welcome Lineup Returns Amid West Coast Swing 

By Walt Ruff  

LAS VEGAS, NV. - They say health is wealth and if that is 
true, the Carolina Hurricanes have gotten a lot richer over 
the last few days. 

Since the team's 6-3 win over the Blackhawks on Friday, 
October 29, the team's been hit with a slew of players 
coming out of the lineup due to injuries and illnesses. 

In total, five of the team's 20 players from their opening night 
roster found themselves on the shelf within a span of two 
weeks. First it was Nino Niederreiter sidelined with a lower-
body issue, and then it was Brett Pesce after a nasty 
collision into the boards. Antti Raanta was run into in Florida 
and lastly a non-COVID illness took a toll on Jesper Fast and 
Martin Necas. 

The motto for the team, spearheaded by Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, has been "next man up" - a common phrase for 
any situation involving these circumstances. Those men 
certainly did step up, as we have seen with Brendan Smith, 
who emerged due to the absence of Pesce, scoring the 
game-winning goal to defeat St. Louis last Friday. 
Goaltender Alex Lyon earned a win for the team in his first 
appearance, easing the workload of Frederik Andersen in the 
second half of the team's back-to-back set. Josh Leivo, who 
had three points in three games in the American Hockey 
League before being recalled, stepped in when the team's 
forward depth took a dent. 

While it's clear that those who were provided the heightened 
opportunity have met the required needs, it's also certainly 
welcomed that almost all of the aforementioned scratches 
have returned to the lineup, three of them Tuesday in Vegas. 

"It's just good that we're getting healthy, number one," 
Brind'Amour shared after the team's practice Wednesday. 
"You get a sense of 'this is our team'. Like we said at the end 
of the night last night, it possesses a little bit of a problem too 
though because then we have healthy guys that we have to 
sit out, guys who certainly don't deserve to be out. It's a good 
problem to have when a lot of good quality players." 

Martin Necas, who missed the team's games against 
Philadelphia and St. Louis over the weekend, made his 
presence felt in his return in the club's 4-2 win over the 
Golden Knights less than 24 hours ago. 

Credited with a pair of assists, the Czech forward contributed 
not only his points, but also, courtesy of Natural Stat Trick, 
data shows that when #88 was on the ice last night at five-
on-five, his team dominated shot attempts, 19-1. 

Antti Raanta, who shared that he felt fortunate only having to 
miss three games due to his ailment, was a star in the victory 
as well, producing a performance that would have been 
perfect if not for a 79-second stretch by the home team. The 
netminder made three highlight reel saves in the second 
period to avoid the opposition adding a go-ahead goal. 

Even Nino Niederreiter, who admitted that his output was not 
his best ever, was just happy on the ice with his team. 

"I felt a bit sloppy, to be honest. It's always tough coming 
back from an injury," the team's Swiss forward began. "The 
game is fast and you can't practice that. Overall though it felt 
good and I'm glad to be back." 

Despite agreeing the player's self-assessment, the head 
coach is not worried about the left-handed power forward. 

"He's going to get better," Brind'Amour said. " It's hard to 
have just one practice and expect him to be at game speed. 
He was really good coming out of training camp and he'll get 
back to that." 

The last remaining piece to the puzzle to be put back in 
place is the right-handed blueliner, Brett Pesce. Despite his 
unfortunate spill that looked like it could keep him out of the 
lineup for more than just a handful of games, he appears to 
be set to return either tomorrow in Anaheim or Saturday 
afternoon in Los Angeles. 

So, with at least four out of the five back in the fold, the team 
travels to Anaheim today before the second contest on their 
six-game swing, coming against a Ducks team that has won 
eight in a row. 
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Super 16: Ducks, Avalanche, Golden Knights enter rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

There was significant movement in the NHL.com Super 16 
this week after the first three teams. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, Florida Panthers and Edmonton 
Oilers repeated as Nos. 1, 2 and 3. 

The Washington Capitals, Winnipeg Jets and New York 
Rangers each moved up four spots to get to Nos. 4, 6 and 7. 
The Toronto Maple Leafs moved up eight spots to No. 8 and 
the Anaheim Ducks are No. 9 after not being ranked last 
week. 

The Minnesota Wild, Calgary Flames, Philadelphia Flyers 
and St. Louis Blues tumbled. 

The Wild moved down four spots to No. 10, the Flames 
dropped six spots to No. 11, the Flyers fell four spots to No. 
13, and the Blues took the biggest fall, dropping 10 spots to 
No. 14. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected No. 1 was given 16 points, No. 2 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (12-2-0) 

Total points: 223 

Last week: No. 1 

The Hurricanes are allowing an NHL-low 1.93 goals per 
game. They have allowed two or fewer goals in each of their 
past four games and in 10 of their 14 games this season, 
and have allowed an NHL-low six goals in the third period.  

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (11-2-3) 

Total points: 208 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers are 8-0-0 with a plus-22 goal differential at 
home. They have scored at least four goals in each of their 
home games, including five or more in six. Florida plays 
seven of its next eight games at home but will be without 

center Aleksander Barkov, who is week to week with a knee 
injury. 

3. EDMONTON OILERS (11-4-0) 

Total points: 176 

Last week: No. 3 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins is second in the NHL and on the 
Oilers with 18 assists, one fewer than Connor McDavid. 
Nugent-Hopkins, who has scored one goal, has at least one 
assist in 12 of Edmonton's 15 games 

4. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (10-2-5) 

Total points: 167 

Last week: No. 8 

The Capitals had 12 goal-scorers in their past six games and 
were 5-0-1 in those games. 

5. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (8-3-3) 

Total points: 162 

Last week: No. 7 

The Lightning are 6-0-2 in their past eight games and they're 
doing it with a shutdown approach. They have allowed 14 
goals during the streak (1.75 per game) after allowing 25 in 
their first six games (4.17 per game), when they were 2-3-1. 

6. WINNIPEG JETS (9-3-3) 

Total points: 157 

Last week: No. 10 

The Jets were 5-1-1 on a seven-game homestand from Nov. 
2-16, including a 5-2 win against the Oilers on Tuesday. 
Winnipeg is 7-1-1 at Canada Life Centre this season, tied 
with the Anaheim Ducks for the third-most wins in the NHL; 
the Panthers and Toronto Maple Leafs each have eight. 

7. NEW YORK RANGERS (10-3-3) 

Total points: 138 

Last week: No. 11 

The Rangers have won four games in a row for the second 
time this season. Chris Kreider has scored four goals during 
the winning streak and leads New York with 12.  
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8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (11-5-1) 

Total points: 128 

Last week: No. 16 

The Maple Leafs have won four in a row and nine of their 
past 10. Forwards Mitchell Marner (four goals, 10 assists), 
Auston Matthews (six goals, seven assists), John Tavares 
(seven goals, five assists) and William Nylander (five goals, 
six assists) have combined to score 50 points, including 22 
of Toronto's 33 goals, during that span. 

9. ANAHEIM DUCKS (10-4-3) 

Total points: 106 

Last week: NR 

Anaheim has won eight straight games, and forward Troy 
Terry has a 15-game point streak (11 goals, 10 assists), 
which is tied for third in Ducks history behind Teemu Selanne 
(17 games in 1998-99) and Corey Perry (19 games 2009-
10). 

10. MINNESOTA WILD (10-5-0) 

Total points: 99 

Last week: No. 6 

The Wild have lost two of three since winning four straight 
from Nov. 2-10. They started the season 4-for-11 on the 
power play (36.4 percent) in their first three games but have 
gone 4-for-35 (11.4 percent) in 12 games since. 

11. CALGARY FLAMES (8-3-5) 

Total points: 90 

Last week: No. 5 

Calgary has cooled off considerably, scoring two or fewer 
goals in four of its past five games (1-2-2) and going 1-for-11 
on the power play (9.1 percent). The Flames scored at least 
three goals in eight of their previous nine games, when they 
were 7-0-2 and 9-for-31 on the power play (29.0 percent). 

12. BOSTON BRUINS (8-5-0) 

Total points: 57 

Last week: No. 14 

Brad Marchand has scored 12 points (four goals, eight 
assists) during a seven-game point streak. He leads the 
Bruins with 19 points (eight goals, 11 assists) in 13 games. 
Rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman is 4-1-0 with nine goals 
allowed (1.81 goals-against average, .927 save percentage) 
in five games since Oct. 28. 

13. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (8-4-2) 

Total points: 54 

Last week: No. 9 

The Flyers have been held to two or fewer goals in nine of 
their past 11 games but are 6-4-1 in those games, including 
a 2-1 overtime win against the Flames on Tuesday and wins 
against the Capitals on Nov. 6 (2-1) and Hurricanes on Nov. 
12 (2-1). 

14. ST. LOUIS BLUES (8-5-2) 

Total points: 52 

Last week: No. 4 

The Blues have lost four straight games by one goal, 
including 3-2 against the Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday. 
Jordan Binnington has allowed 12 goals on 82 shots (.854 
save percentage) in his past three games. 

15. COLORADO AVALANCHE (7-5-1) 

Total points: 20 

Last week: NR 

The Avalanche have found some stability at home, going 3-
0-1 and scoring 21 goals in their past four games at Ball 
Arena.  

16. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (9-7-0) 

Total points: 18 

Last week: NR 

The Golden Knights are 8-3-0 with 15 goal-scorers since 
Oct. 26 even though they were without forward Max 
Pacioretty for those 11 games and forward Mark Stone for 
nine of them. They have been without forward William 
Karlsson for eight games because of a foot injury. 

Others receiving points: Columbus Blue Jackets 17, Los 
Angeles Kings 13, Nashville Predators 8, New York Islanders 
7, New Jersey Devils 4 

Dropped out: Blue Jackets (No. 12), Islanders (No. 13), San 
Jose Sharks (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Anaheim Ducks; 
12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Edmonton Oilers; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Anaheim Ducks; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. 
New Jersey Devils 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
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1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Anaheim Ducks; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Calgary 
Flames; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16. St. Louis 
Blues 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Winnipeg 
Jets; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Anaheim Ducks; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. Boston Bruins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Columbus 
Blue Jackets 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Anaheim Ducks; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Calgary 
Flames; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Columbus Blue Jackets; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. New Jersey 
Devils 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Calgary Flames 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Anaheim Ducks; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. 
Calgary Flames; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis Blues; 12. 

Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. Nashville 
Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Vegas Golden Knights 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Winnipeg 
Jets; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Anaheim Ducks; 8. Boston Bruins; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. New York Rangers; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Columbus Blue Jackets; 16. St. 
Louis Blues 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Anaheim 
Ducks; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Edmonton 
Oilers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Calgary 
Flames; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. Colorado 
Avalanche; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Anaheim 
Ducks; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Anaheim Ducks; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
St. Louis Blues 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Anaheim Ducks; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 
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Svechnikov and Carolina take on Anaheim 

Carolina Hurricanes (12-2-0, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Anaheim Ducks (10-4-3, first in the Pacific) 

Anaheim, California; Thursday, 10 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Ducks +126, Hurricanes -
153; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Andrei Svechnikov and Carolina square off 
against Anaheim. He currently ranks ninth in the in the NHL 
with 18 points, scoring seven goals and recording 11 assists. 

The Ducks are 7-2-1 on their home ice. Anaheim has scored 
57 goals and ranks third in the NHL averaging 3.6 per game. 
Troy Terry leads the team with 11. 

The Hurricanes have gone 6-1-0 away from home. Carolina 
ranks 10th in the Eastern Conference with 33.9 shots per 
game and is averaging 3.5 goals. 

The teams match up Thursday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Ryan Getzlaf leads the Ducks with 16 
assists and has 17 points this season. Terry has 14 points 
over the last 10 games for Anaheim. 

Svechnikov leads the Hurricanes with seven goals and has 
18 points. Sebastian Aho has four goals and six assists over 
the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Ducks: 8-0-2, averaging four goals, 6.9 
assists, 2.7 penalties and 7.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.1 goals per game with a .931 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.6 assists, 4.8 
penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals 
per game with a .929 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Ducks: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Brett Pesce: out (undisclosed).
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NHL Rink Wrap: Blackhawks win fourth in a row; another ugly game for Canucks 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player from Wednesday in the NHL 

Alex DeBrincat, Chicago Blackhawks 

It was an eventful game for DeBrincat in Chicago’s latest win 
as he recorded the first Gordie Howe hat trick of his career, 
scoring a goal, recording an assist, and getting into a fight 
with Yannie Gourde during the Blackhawks’ 4-2 win over the 
Seattle Kraken. DeBrincat is now up to nine goals and 12 
total points on the season and is picking up where he left off 
a year ago offensively when he scored 32 goals and 56 total 
points in 52 games. As of now he is on a 46-goal pace for 
this season. He already has one 40-goal season in his 
career, would have had one in a full season a year ago, and 
looks to be on pace for another this season. 

Highlights from Wednesday in the NHL 

Cale Makar gives Colorado the lead early in the third period 
on this absolute rocket of a one-timer to beat Vancouver 
Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko. Makar is already one of 
the best players in the league, and his best days are still 
ahead of him. 

Seth Jones opened the scoring for Chicago on Wednesday 
with the 300th point of his career on this absolutely fantastic 
passing play. 

It took nearly 57 minutes for somebody to break the ice in the 
Washington Capitals-Los Angeles Kings game, and it was 
Garnet Hathaway scoring the game-winner and then adding 
an empty-net goal for the game’s only two goals in the 
Capitals’ 2-0 win. Hathaway now has five goals in his past 
four games for the Capitals. Here is his game-winning goal 
on Wednesday. 

Three Takeaways from Wednesday in the NHL 

Getting ugly in Vancouver 

The Canucks had a 2-1 lead in the third period with a chance 
to snap their losing streak and, at least for one night, calm 
down the anger that the fan base is directing at the 
organization. Then they completely melted down in the third 
period, gave up three unanswered goals, and lost their fifth 
game in a row to fall to 5-10-2 on the season. It is hard to 
see how this team gets better anytime soon. There are a lot 
of problems here, but the penalty kill is one of the most 
significant at the moment. They entered Wednesday’s game 
with a 61 percent success rate on the PK, by far the worst 
mark in the league. Then they went out on and allowed 

Colorado to score three power play goals, including two just 
two minutes apart early in the third period. 

Blackhawks hold on to win again 

The Chicago Blackhawks have played four games with 
interim head coach Derek King, and they have now won all 
four of them. They were able to hold off a late Seattle rally on 
Wednesday night to win their first road game of the season 
and extend their current winning streak. It was not the 
prettiest win as Marc-Andre Fleury had to bail them out in the 
second period, before Seattle made it a game with two late 
goals. It is still a significant swing from what we saw from the 
Blackhawks at the start of the season when they were giving 
up goals in the first five minutes of games. 

Shorthanded Capitals keep rolling 

No Nicklas Backstrom, no T.J. Oshie, no Lars Eller, no 
Anthony Mantha, and no problem for the Washington 
Capitals. They kept rolling on Wednesday night with a 2-0 
win over the Los Angeles Kings to pick up their fifth victory in 
their past six games (5-0-1) and extend their points streak to 
six games. They are now 10-2-5 on the season and 
continuing to play great hockey no matter who is out of the 
lineup. Hathaway scored two goals while Ilya Samsonov 
stopped all 34 shots he faced to record his first shutout of the 
season. It is also his best start of the season. Just imagine 
how good this team could be if they could win an overtime 
game this season. The Capitals have a point in 15 of their 17 
games this season. 

Thursday’s big story 

The game of the night on Thursday is in Anaheim where the 
the Carolina Hurricanes, with the league’s best record, visit 
the league’s hottest team. The Ducks enter Thursday’s game 
riding an eight-game winning streak and have been led by 
Troy Terry, the surprising offensive star of the season, who is 
currently on a 15-game point streak that has him among the 
league’s top scorers entering play on Thursday. He has 
already set new career highs in goals and points just 16 
games into the season. 

Wednesday’s NHL scores 

Colorado Avalanche 4, Vancouver Canucks 2 
Chicago Blackhawks 4, Seattle Kraken 2 
Washington Capitals 2, Los Angeles Kings 0 
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THN Power Rankings: Hurricanes (Still) Causing Destruction 

By Jason Chen 

Carolina, Edmonton and Florida are still at the top of the 
power rankings, but Minnesota and Anaheim have forced 
themselves into the conversation. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (12-2-0, +22 goal differential, CF%: 
2nd, xGF%: 10th. Last Week: 1) 
 
2. Edmonton Oilers (11-4-0, +14, CF%: 16th, xGF%: 19th. 
Last Week: 3) 

3. Florida Panthers (11-2-3, +20, CF%: 1st, xGF%: 6th. Last 
Week: 2) 

It’s more accurate to say the Panthers lost their spot than to 
say the Oilers gained. Connor McDavid and his crew have 
been impressive, but losses against Detroit and Buffalo 
pumped the brakes. The Panthers likewise struggled, losing 
all of their games during a four-game roadie including an 
uncharacteristic 7-3 loss to the Devils and then two straight 
losses in extra time to potential playoff foes in the Lightning 
and Pens before beating up a tired Isles squad. Perhaps 
things might’ve been different for the Oilers if Mike Smith had 
been available, and the same for the Panthers had they not 
been forced to start Spencer Knight on back-to-back nights, 
but an unlucky loss is still a loss, and the Power Rankings do 
not discriminate. The Panthers may drop further down the 
rankings if Aleksander Barkov, who left Tuesday’s game with 
an apparent knee injury, misses significant time. 

4. Washington Capitals (9-2-5, +17, CF%: 12th, xGF%: 7th. 
Last Week: 4) 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (11-5-1, +4, CF%: 6th, xGF%: 2nd. 
Last Week: 7) 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning (8-3-3, +3, CF%: 17th, xGF%: 12th. 
Last Week: 8) 

The Lightning have not lost in regulation since Oct. 25 are 6-
0-2 since then. They’ve done so by limiting their opponents 
to two goals or fewer in seven of those games, with the only 
blemish courtesy of Brian Elliott in a 5-3 win against Ottawa. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy is looking like his former self and the 
Lightning, who had the seventh-worst GA/GP (3.38) in 
October, now have the fifth-best GA/GP (2.00) in November 
and slowly creeping back into the top 10 for the season. The 
Leafs have taken a similar path thanks to Jack Campbell’s 
strong play, and have lost only once in regulation since Oct. 
25. 

7. Winnipeg Jets (9-3-3, +11, CF%: 8th, xGF%: 9th. Last 
Week: 9) 

8. Minnesota Wild (10-5-0, +2, CF%: 3rd, xGF%: 1st. Last 
Week: 13) 

The Wild are a perplexing team. It’s hard to argue against 
the raw results; they have a top-10 points percentage and 
top-five possession metrics, yet none of their wins seem 
convincing. They were 5-1-0 in their past six before a 
surprising loss to San Jose, and two of those wins needed 
extra time and another two regulation wins were against 
Arizona and Seattle. To their credit, they’ve taken advantage 
of a pretty easy schedule in November. Fun stat: the Wild’s 
0.985 PDO suggests they’ve been unlucky so far this 
season. 

9. Anaheim Ducks (10-4-3, +14, CF%: 24th, xGF%: 24th. 
Last Week: 18) 

What a run by the Ducks. Now the question is whether or not 
they can stay in the top flight. Excellent goaltending and a 
group of veterans and young players who seem to have 
gelled nicely have been the Ducks’ recipe for success, and if 
they’re still in this spot come January, we need to start taking 
them very seriously. Teams can be very good even with poor 
analytics (see: Islanders), but everything about their run just 
seems unsustainable, and unlike the Wild, the Ducks do not 
have the underlying numbers to back it up. 

10. Calgary Flames (8-3-5, +15, CF%: 5th, xGF%: 8th. Last 
Week: 5) 

11. New York Rangers (10-3-3, even, CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 
30th. Last Week: 15) 

12. Boston Bruins (8-5-0, +4, CF%: 4th, xGF%: 3rd. Last 
Week: 12) 

13. Philadelphia Flyers (8-4-2, +3, CF%: 18th, xGF%: 26th. 
Last Week: 11) 

14. Los Angeles Kings (8-5-2, +5, CF%: 11th, xGF%: 23rd. 
Last Week: 19) 

15. Vegas Golden Knights (9-7-0, -1, CF%: 25th, xGF%: 
28th. Last Week: 17) 

16. Colorado Avalanche (6-5-1, +4, CF%: 13th, xGF%: 5th. 
Last Week: 14) 

The Avs face an uphill battle without Nathan MacKinnon but 
at least they resemble a contender with a 13-3 drubbing of 
the Canucks and Sharks. They’re now 5-2-1 in their past 
eight, and it’s a fairly favorable schedule ahead with the 
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Canucks and Kraken on the road and then home dates 
against the Sens, Ducks and Preds. It’s interesting to note 
that most sportsbooks still have the Avs as the Cup favorite, 
which means most people are expecting them to keep 
winning and then kick into higher gear when MacKinnon 
returns. 

ADVERTISING 

17. Nashville Predators (9-6-1, +2, CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 20th. 
Last Week: 22) 

18. St. Louis Blues (8-5-2, +9, CF%: 20th, xGF%: 22nd. Last 
Week: 6) 

The Blues take a tumble with four straight losses and have 
now lost seven of their past 10 after starting 5-0-0. A loss to 
the league’s worst team on Tuesday should automatically 
eject them from the top of the list to the very bottom, but all 
four losses were by one goal and they haven’t lost all 
confidence yet. Jordan Binnington’s up-and-down play 
remains very concerning and has somewhat negated the 
very positive contributions from Jordan Kyrou and Robert 
Thomas. 

19. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-5-0, +3, CF%: 19th, xGF%: 
17th. Last Week: 20) 

20. Detroit Red Wings (8-8-2, -9, CF%: 26th, xGF%: 18th. 
Last Week: 16) 

21. New Jersey Devils (7-4-3, even, CF%: 14th, xGF%: 16th. 
Last Week: 21) 

22. San Jose Sharks (8-6-1, +1, CF%: 28th, xGF%: 31st. 
Last Week: 24) 

23. Buffalo Sabres (7-6-2, +1, CF%: 21st, xGF%: 21st. Last 
Week: 27) 

24. Dallas Stars (6-6-2, -6, CF%: 22nd, xGF%: 14th. Last 
Week: 29) 

25. New York Islanders (5-6-2, -10, CF%: 29th, xGF%: 15th. 
Last Week: 10) 

The Isles are one of the two biggest fallers this week after 
getting outscored 19-4 and losing four straight. One does 
sympathize with a season-opening 13-game road trip, and by 
the time the back-to-back in Florida rolled around, it looked 
like they just wanted to go home. However, 60 percent of the 
Isles’ remaining games will be played at home, giving them a 
chance to climb back up. The Isles are six points out of a 
wild card spot but only the Avs have played fewer games. 

26. Pittsburgh Penguins (5-6-4, -8, CF%: 7th, xGF%: 4th. 
Last Week: 23) 

We’re not panicking yet, but a bombshell report from the Wall 
Street Journal of a potential sale of the team does make this 
seem like the final chapter of the Lemieux-Crosby era in 
Pittsburgh. The Pens have lost three straight in regulation 
and outscored 14-5 since their captain returned to the lineup, 
and Tuesday’s 2-1 loss to the Sabres seemed particularly 
crushing because Crosby and the Pens have historically 
dominated that matchup. It’s still too early to make the call, 
but if the Pens miss the playoffs, it would be the first time 
that’s happened since Crosby’s rookie season in 2005-06. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (4-9-2, -18, CF%: 31st, xGF%: 
32nd. Last Week: 31) 

28. Ottawa Senators (4-10-1, -16, CF%: 30th, xGF%: 25th. 
Last Week: 28) 

29. Seattle Kraken (4-10-1, -13, CF%: 9th, xGF%: 11th. Last 
Week: 26) 

30. Vancouver Canucks (5-9-2, -14, CF%: 15th, xGF%: 29th. 
Last Week: 25) 

An expansion franchise that could’ve emulated Vegas’ 
winning blueprint and spark a new rivalry in the Pacific 
Northwest has not gone according to plan. Both the Canucks 
and Kraken have struggled so much the PNW remains a no-
interest zone, and the Canucks can’t even lay claim to the 
territory with their seniority because they’ve been awful, 
losing eight of their past 10 and getting outscored 19-6 on 
their three-game road trip. At least with the Kraken, the 
problem is obvious – their goaltending isn’t good enough. 
With the Canucks, despite featuring talented young players, 
an excellent goalie and a (presumably) beefed-up blueline, 
they’re completely out of sync and show no resemblance of 
the team that knocked off Minnesota and St. Louis and took 
Vegas to seven games in the playoffs barely a year ago. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (2-13-1, -36, CF%: 27th, xGF%: 27th. 
Last Week: 32) 

32. Montréal Canadiens (4-12-2, -23, CF%: 10th, xGF%: 
13th. Last Week: 30) 

No, I don’t hate the Habs, but putting them last does break 
up the monotony. I think it was low-key impressive the 
Coyotes won two of their past five, including Tuesday against 
the Blues, and other than a 4-2 win against the Flames, the 
Habs have lost six of their past seven and Samuel 
Montembeault and Cayden Primeau have yet to win a game 
this season.  
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Carolina Hurricanes at Anaheim Ducks: Game Preview 

By Matthew Somma  

Carolina Hurricanes (12-2-0, 24 pts) at Anaheim Ducks (10-
4-3, 23 pts) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 15 
Thursday, November 18 – 10:00 p.m. ET 
Honda Center, Anaheim, CA 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Anaheim Calling 

Alternate title: Canes After Dark 2: Electric Boogaloo 

We’re one game into the west coast road trip and now that 
I’m not a college student with no responsibilities, I see how 
much of a pain these late night games are. The adult world 
cares not for my sleep deprivation, so I must press on and 
tell you about how the Hurricanes match up against the 
Anaheim Ducks, no matter how tired I am. 

Rod Brind’Amour didn’t rule out Brett Pesce returning to 
game action against Anaheim in his press conference on 
Wendesday, saying that they’ll likely make a decision on his 
status during the morning skate. Getting Pesce back in the 
lineup would be tremendous for the Hurricanes and a much 
needed boost to the penalty kill and the team’s play at even 
strength. However, if he is not ready to go, it’s safe to say 
that Brendan Smith will be suiting up on the third pairing 
once again. 

The Hurricanes saw a much better performance from Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi on Tuesday night. The 21-year-old center spent 
time at his natural position and was an instant fit on his line, 
making plays on the forecheck and in transition to generate 
scoring chances. Kotkaniemi has struggled early on with the 
Hurricanes, so hopefully the game against Vegas will 
snowball into better performances from him moving forward.  

Seth Jarvis has put the puck in the back of the net in three 
straight games, and while only one of those goals has 
counted, it’s clear that he belongs in the NHL. I’ve wondered 
how Jarvis will contend against the more physical Western 
Conference teams, so this will be a good test to see if he can 
continue to play his game even when the physicality ramps 
up. 

The Ducks have been one of the league’s biggest surprises 
early on, riding an eight game win streak into the matchup. 
Forward Troy Terry leads the team in scoring with 21 points 
in 16 games, while Ryan Getzlaf is second with 18 points in 
17 games. Getzlaf recorded his 1000th career point against 
the Washington Capitals on Tuesday night, becoming the 
only player in Anaheim Ducks history to reach the milestone 
according to ESPN.  

The Ducks have had some balanced scoring early on, with 
seven players already hitting double digit points through 17 
games. Anaheim is also benefitting from stellar goaltending, 
with John Gibson posting a .925 save percentage in 13 
appearances and Anthony Stolarz posting a .912 save 
percentage in four appearances. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Ducks 

Record 12-2-0 10-4-3 

Goals/Game 3.50 3.53 

Goals Against/Game 1.93 2.65 

Shots/Game 33.86 31.35 

Face Off Win % 55.3% 51.8% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.5% (8th) 27.8% (4th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 86.7% (7th) 86.4% (8th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.16% 48.44% 

ES PDO 102.81 101.68 

PIM/Game 10:12 09:39 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen John Gibson 

Record 9-2-0 9-2-2 

Save % .938 .925 

GAA 1.78 2.33 
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Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Anthony Stolarz 

Record 1-0-0 1-2-1 

Save % .900 .912 

GAA 2.49 2.98 

Game Notes 

 The last time the Hurricanes played the Ducks, the 
world wasn’t faced with The Great Toilet Paper 
Crisis of 2020 yet. It was a simpler time, but one 
that saw the Hurricanes fall 2-1 to the Ducks in 
overtime. 

 Frederik Andersen appeared in 125 games for the 
Anaheim Ducks from 2013-2016. I’m not sure if this 
still counts as a revenge game, but our Ed Sheeran-

lookalike goaltender may hide some resentment 
there. You never know. 

 You would think that a Hurricane would be deadly to 
a Duck, but that’s quite the opposite on the ice. The 
Ducks are 15-3-1 in their last 19 meetings against 
the Hurricanes. The Hurricanes were 0-1-1 in their 
two meetings against the Ducks during the 2019-20 
season.  

 Thirteen players on the Hurricanes’ 2021-22 roster 
were not on the roster the last time the Hurricanes 
played the Ducks. January 2020 feels like a long 
time ago, but it can’t be that long ago, right?  

 Today in stats that probably don’t mean much: the 
Hurricanes have won the most games (12) through 
the first 14 games of a season in franchise history, 
surpassing the 2005-06 team’s 11-2-1 record.  

 The Hurricanes boast the NHL’s best points 
percentage (.857) and are 6-1-0 on the road to start 
the season. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Playoff Position Separation Forms 

By Zeke Lukow   

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 24 Points (12-2-0) 

Tuesday night was the first time in weeks that we saw a fully 
healthy Carolina Hurricanes forward group, and it showed 
the embarrassment of riches they have. With Seth Jarvis in 
the lineup and playing on the first line, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was moved down to center the fourth line. While it is still not 
ideal to be playing him on the fourth line, this is an important 
and good step for Kotkaniemi. He is able to learn how to play 
center in this system while also keeping him poised to move 
up to the top six if there are any injuries giving the 
Hurricanes a hilarious level of flexibility that any team would 
love to have. 

Just last season we had instances where the Canes were 
down both multiple centers and multiple top-six players, and 
they had to rely on either a first-line Brock McGinn or a top-
six Jordan Martinook in these roles. While both are fine 
players in their roles, they are not players that are going to 
be able to score night in and night out, that’s the depth that 
the Canes have now. They won’t need to rely on a younger 
player like Morgan Geekie or Steven Lorentz to “step up” into 
a bigger role, they have players who have been there before 
and can do it again. 

This also is still up in the air with the Seth Jarvis situation. He 
is out there looking like Sebastian Aho did as a rookie. While 
he is playing wing and is undersized he is affecting the play 
positively every time he is on the ice. The Canes will still 
have the option and the depth to send him down to juniors at 
any point and yes even after he plays 10 games, but he is 
making that decision harder every night. But why would 
they? He is like a rookie Aho in that he is doing everything 
right but just not showing up on the score sheet. The goals 
will come as he gets used to NHL goaltending and he could 
very well be a huge part of the Canes this season. 

2. Washington Capitals: 23 Points (9-2-5) 

The Washington Capitals had to make a tough decision to 
send Hendrix Lapierre back to the QMJHL. The 2020 first-
round pick and 19-year-old prospect scored his first NHL 
goal on opening night but was unable to crack the 
scoresheet in the next five games. Lapierre had played in the 
top six on the second line but was not playing every night. 
The Caps made the decision with three games to spare 
counting against his contract but felt that it was the best 
move to get him on the ice every day. In his first two games 
back in juniors he’s registered three assists.  

The Caps also announced that they have extended center, 
Nic Dowd, to a three-year contract with a $1.3 million AAV. 
This almost doubles his current contract and cap hit. Dowd 
has been out with a lower-body injury that has helped him 
out of the last three games and he has only been able to play 
nine games so far this season. However, he has been a 
reliable center with a team-best 56.4% faceoff win rate. 
When the team is fully healthy he slots in as the third center 
but also rates third among Caps forwards in penalty killing 
time with 1:21 per game.  

3. New York Rangers: 23 Points (10-3-3) 

The New York Rangers were dealt a huge blow in their win 
against the New Jersey Devils on Sunday. Sammy Blais 
went down awkwardly against the boards after a hit by P.K. 
Subban and was unable to put weight on his leg leaving the 
ice. Yesterday it was announced that he has suffered a torn 
ACL and will be out for the season. Blais has been a 
versatile forward who has played up and down the lineup, 
most recently playing on the top line with Mika Zibanejad and 
Chris Kreider but has also played on the second and third 
line giving the Rangers some much-needed flexibility in the 
forward lines. 

This will force the Rangers to make multiple lineup changes 
which will include moving Barclay Goodrow to the top line as 
the right wing. The forward depth was going to be an issue 
for the Rangers this year, to the loss of a winger who can 
play in the top six is huge. They have Kakko, Julien Gauthier, 
and Ryan Reaves below Goodrow in the depth chart. The 
Rangers will get Filip Chytil back from an injury that kept him 
out three games and he will return to center the third line and 
the Rangers also recalled Gregg McKegg from the AHL.  

4. Philadelphia Flyers: 18 Points (8-4-2) 

The Flyers are again going to be without defenseman Ryan 
Ellis. Ellis returned to the lineup on Saturday with 18:46 of 
ice time in his first game since Oct. 20. Ellis is now listed as 
week-to-week after what appears to be a re-aggravation of 
the hip injury that he sustained in the final pre-season game. 
In just four games played the top-pairing defenseman has 
registered five points. They have been able to cover up for 
his absence quite well with a 6-2-1 record in games where 
Ellis has not been able to play. 

A large part of that has come off the back of goaltending. 
The biggest question mark for the Flyers coming into the 
season was whether or not they would be able to regain pre-
pandemic form between the pipes and the bad news for the 
division is that it looks like they have. They are ranked 
seventh in goals allowed per game with 2.54 and also rank 
fourth with a 93.9 even-strength save percentage this year. 
Six of their wins have come in games where they have let up 
two or fewer goals against. While they aren’t at the top of the 
division they are proving to be a hard out night in and night 
out even without Ellis.  

5. New Jersey Devils: 17 Points (7-4-3) 

The New Jersey Devils had their game Tuesday night 
against the Ottawa Senators postponed. The Senators have 
had three of their games this week postponed due to a 
COVID outbreak in the locker room that has landed 10 
players in protocol and an assistant coach. Having any 
games postponed this season now officially opens up the 
option for the NHL to cancel their Olympic participation. 
There is a clause in the contract that allows the NHL to pull 
out if they need the time in the planned break for games. 
Hopefully, it will take more than three postponed games for 
this to happen. 

The extra break could prove to be beneficial for the Devils. 
Goaltender, MacKenzie Blackwood left Sunday’s game 
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against the New York Rangers after being elbowed in the 
head by Kaapo Kakko. He entered concussion protocol in 
the third period and did not return to play. Blackwood has 
recently returned to the team and has a 2-0-1 record in four 
games started (he was not credited with a result in Sunday’s 
shootout loss). He leads the Devils with a .937 sv% and a 
2.37 GAA and was providing much-needed stability before 
this injury. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 16 Points (8-5-0) 

The Blue Jackets have a 4-2-0 record in their last six games 
which has been powered by Jakub Voracek and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand who both have had lengthy point streaks. 
Bjorkstrand’s streak ended on Monday at five games but in 
those previous five games, he had two goals and four 
assists. Voracek’s streak is still ongoing and sits at six 
games. Voracek has eight points in those six games which 
include one goal and seven assists and included back-to-
back two-assist games. 

After #CBJ Yegor Chinakhov came up empty off the rush in 
the 2nd — the puck rang off the crossbar — 18YO Cole 
Sillinger tried to keep his spirits high on the bench. 

Rookie Yegor Chinakhov recorded his first NHL goal and his 
second multi-point game on Monday against the Detroit Red 
Wings. His first goal is one he won’t forget, a highlight 
breakaway goal that tied the game for Columbus. This could 
prove to be a breakout goal for him. He had plenty of 
opportunities over the last two weeks, but like Seth Jarvis, he 
just hasn’t gotten the bounces. Now that he has opened 
scoring and the pressure is off, he can relax and loosen the 
grip on his stick. He and the Blue Jackets hope that they will 
start to come in bunches. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins: 14 Points (5-6-4) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins getting back most of their starters 
from the COVID list has failed to deliver immediate 

dividends. Sunday saw the return of Sidney Crosby, Marcus 
Pettersson, Brian Dumoulin, and others but resulted in a 6-1 
loss to their heated rival in the Washington Capitals. The 
Penguins are nearing having a fully healthy roster for the first 
time this season and are only missing Evgeny Malkin who 
has yet to play this season. 

The Penguins are hoping that all of these players coming 
back can gel quickly because they currently sit seven points 
out of third place in the division. They have now also lost 
eight out of their last 10 games which means only them and 
the Islanders have a points percentage under .500 in the 
Metropolitan Division. No team in the division had fallen 
under .500 until last night when both teams managed to 
achieve the feat at the exact same time.  

8. New York Islanders: 12 Points (5-6-2) 

Leo Komarov and the New York Islanders have terminated 
their contract. Komarov who is in the last year of a four-year, 
$12 million contract, will be headed to the KHL to be closer 
to home and his family. When Matt Martin came back from 
an injury, Komarov was sent down to the AHL. He decided 
not to report and work out on his own before ultimately 
deciding to leave the league. Komarov would not have had a 
full-time role in the AHL due to a rule only letting a maximum 
of six NHL veterans dress each game. Bridgeport would 
have had to rotate players. 

Komarov played a bottom-six role with the team but was 
beloved in the locker room. He recorded 48 points in 161 
regular-season games with eight more points across 44 
playoff games. This move, which was initiated by the player, 
will free up cap space for the Islanders at the deadline with 
the remainder of his $3 million no longer counted against the 
cap. Combined with the movement of Johnny Boychuk last 
off-season, the Isles are in a good place with their cap 
moving forward. 
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Quick Whistles: Andrei Svechnikov’s Remarkable Run, Seth Jarvis Impresses, and Bottom-
Six Success 

By Brett Finger  

If any concerns were surrounding Andrei Svechnikov 
entering year one of his eight-year contract extension, pretty 
much all of them have been put to rest in the early stages of 
the new year. 

The 2020-21 campaign was a difficult one for Carolina’s 
young star. He went through long periods where it felt like 
everything went wrong for him. He didn’t get the bounces, his 
on-ice confidence wavered, and inconsistent results 
persisted as a result. 

For someone like Svechnkov, though, those stretches can be 
disguised because of his raw talent. If he’s seeing ice time, 
pucks will end up in the back of the net, but it looks different. 
There’s less aggression in his play, he isn’t taking the puck 
to the net with confidence, and he often finds himself out of 
the loop defensively. 

This year, it’s been an entirely different story. 

Through 14 games, Svechnikov has 18 points and has failed 
to find the scoresheet in just two of those games. That’s 
despite not scoring a goal in his last seven games after his 
torrid goal-scoring run to start the campaign (seven goals in 
the team’s first seven games). 

It’s his most consistent streak of offensive production since 
his 2019-20 sophomore season, wherein he had points in 13 
of 15 games in February. 

While his offense is what gets the most attention, and 
deservedly so, it’s his overall defensive contributions that 
have been the standout in his game so far. 

We apologize to anyone who tuned in late 

He’s more active in the defensive zone with his stick and his 
body, he’s forechecking hard, and it’s his engagement on the 
backcheck that helps lead to momentum-changing plays in 
games, just like he had against the St. Louis Blues. 

The development of his complete game makes it so that, 
even when he does go seven games without scoring a goal, 
he is still noticeable all over the ice. Offensively, it can be 
through his underrated playmaking ability in finding his 
teammates and having the puck confidence to drive to the 
net and create chaos in front of opposing goalies. 

After what was, by all accounts, a disappointing junior 
season in the league, Svechnikov has been flexing his 
muscles in year four, and he’s doing it at an opportune time. 
He leads the Hurricanes in points with 18 through 14 games, 
and the team remains in a comfy spot atop the Metropolitan 
Division standings. 

Now, if he can stop taking so many penalties... 

Seth Jarvis Ain’t Going Anywhere 

At this point, I think it’s safe to say that Carolina’s newest 
teenage wonder is here to stay, even if the hockey gods are 
doing all they can to keep him off the scoresheet. 

He had goals called off in consecutive games last week, but 
he wasn’t going to be robbed for a third time in Vegas last 
night. 

In my personal record book, that was Jarvis’ fifth NHL goal. 
He’s had two “actual goals,” but I’m counting his two waived-
off goals and his point-blank shot that bounced off of a 
defenseman in this debut against the Arizona Coyotes as 
well. Just because I want to. 

His game is clearly not that of an ordinary 19-year-old player, 
and that isn’t surprising if you kept up with him in his short 
stint with the Chicago Wolves of the AHL last season before 
going back to the Portland Winterhawks. 

I don’t see any reason for him to make that same trip again. 
He’s here, and he’s ready. 

Through seven games, Jarvis has posted a corsi-for rating 
above 54% six times. In recent games, Rod Brind’Amour has 
even entrusted him as a first-line player, taking shifts next to 
now established stars in Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho. 

The results have been pretty good in the early going, though 
they’ve played just under 35 minutes together at 5-on-5. It’s 
had its ups and downs, but the offensive output has been 
promising. That trio has generated +4 scoring chance and 
high-danger shot attempt differentials and has controlled 
55.84% of the on-ice shot attempts. 

Only time will tell if that is a line that gets deployed over the 
long term, but Jarvis has certainly shown that he can keep 
up with the high-skill players on this team. On the flip side of 
that, he also played very well in a fourth-line role. He has put 
his versatility on display in the early days of what will be a 
long NHL career. 

Ryan went into great detail about Jarvis’ performance to this 
point, and he reached the same conclusion I’m at. He 
belongs. 

Depth Contributions 

The top-six of Carolina’s forward group has been 
consistently dangerous, but the bottom-six has quietly put 
together a dominant showing of puck possession and 200-
foot play through the first six weeks of the season. 

The third line has been just about picture-perfect. Even after 
losing Nino Niederreiter to injury, Jordan Staal and Jesper 
Fast didn’t miss a beat. They have 57.22 and 56.32 expected 
goal rates at 5-on-5, respectively, and they are rarely on the 
ice for a goal against. 

In ~162 minutes of 5-on-5 ice time for both players, Fast has 
been on the ice for ten goals for and one goal against. Staal 
has been on the ice for eight goals for and two goals against. 
These are the guys that get assigned the most challenging 
matchups on a nightly basis, and they have been 
outrageously good. Niederreiter was back on the left side of 
that third line in his return to the lineup last night in Vegas. 

Last season wasn’t all sunshine and rainbows for the 
combination of Staal and Fast. They got some bounces and 
were undoubtedly very competent on the third line, but their 
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micro-stats weren’t what you’d expect them to be. This year, 
they have been better than you’d hope they would be. 

The fourth line has also been stellar since the opening puck 
drop of the regular season. Derek Stepan and Steven 
Lorentz are first and second among all Canes skaters in 
expected goals for, and they have dominated puck 
possession and high-danger scoring chances when they’ve 
been on the ice. 

Jordan Martinook isn’t far behind them, either. 

You have to roll four lines and get the most out of a litany of 
players to get off to a 12-2-0 start, and that’s exactly what the 
Hurricanes have done to this point. Combining the offensive 
proficiency of the top-six with the dominant puck possession 
play of the bottom-six is the recipe for success. 

It might even be the recipe for a real Stanley Cup contender. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Poturalski’s goal lifts Wolves 

Chicago Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski dashed through 
three defenders and deked the goaltender 31 seconds into 
overtime to give the Wolves a 2-1 victory over the Grand 
Rapids Griffins Wednesday morning at Van Andel Arena. 

Forward Jamieson Rees also scored for the Wolves (8-3-1-
0), who regained sole possession of first place in the 
American Hockey League’s Central Division. Chicago 
outshot Grand Rapids 48-27 during the School-Day Game. 

Rees put the Wolves on top 52 seconds into the second 
period with his first goal of the year. Rees’ hit along the half 
wall helped to force a turnover and sent the puck toward the 
slot. Jack Drury collected it, drew two defenders and flicked a 
pass back to Rees for a quick blast that beat goaltender 
Calvin Pickard. 

The Wolves fired the first eight shots of the third period to 
build a 42-23 shot advantage, but the Griffins (5-5-1-1) made 
their first shot of the third period count. Defenseman Wyatt 
Newpower chipped a pass ahead at the blue line to Brett 

McKenzie, who got a step on the defense and scored at 8:58 
of the third to make it 1-1. 

At the outset of overtime, Poturalski received a pass from 
Stefan Noesen in the defensive zone but opted not to press 
a potential 3-on-2 advantage. The team’s top scorer curled 
back before launching a 150-foot sprint that bisected two 
defenders and beat the third to the left before going 
backhand-forehand to sneak the puck past Pickard. 

Alex Lyon (3-1-0) stopped 26 shots to earn the win in his first 
appearance for the Wolves since leading the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes to victory on Saturday night. Pickard (5-3-0) 
posted 46 saves, the fourth-largest total in the AHL this 
season. 

Next up for the Wolves is a home-and-home weekend with 
the Rockford IceHogs. The Wolves travel to Rockford at 7 
p.m Friday before hosting the IceHogs at 7 p.m. Saturday on 
Hockey Night in Chicago. To get the best tickets for the Red 
Kettle Game presented by the Salvation Army, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-ducks/c-328054756 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/good-health-canes-welcome-lineup-returns-amid-west-coast-swing/c-328054240 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-18/c-328048276 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-anaheim-ducks-856d7c8930eb421b8e362b3cce52bc4b 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/18/nhl-scores-nhl-rink-wrap-blackhawks-win-fourth-in-a-row-another-ugly-game-for-canucks/ 

https://www.si.com/hockey/news/thn-power-rankings-hurricanes-still-causing-destruction 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/18/22788634/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-preview-anaheim-ducks 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/17/22786838/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-playoff-position-separation-forms 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/17/22772094/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-remarkable-run-seth-jarvis-staal-fast-

stepan 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/17/poturalskis-goal-lifts-wolves/ 
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Ducks’ Rickard Rakell rejoins teammates for part of practice 

The right wing has been sidelined for nine games and isn’t expected to 
play Thursday against Carolina 

 

By ELLIOTT TEAFORD | PUBLISHED: November 17, 2021 at 1:54 p.m. | 
UPDATED: November 17, 2021 at 2:21 p.m. 

 

IRVINE — Rickard Rakell returned to the ice Wednesday and skated with 
his teammates for the first time since suffering an upper-body injury 
during the Ducks’ overtime loss Oct. 28 to the Buffalo Sabres. He 
participated in a limited part of the practice, performing a series of non-
contact drills before departing. 

They were the first positive steps for Rakell, who has been sidelined for 
nine games and isn’t expected to play Thursday, when the Ducks play 
host to the Carolina Hurricanes and seek an extension of their eight-
game winning streak. It’s uncertain when Rakell might play again. 

“As soon as you see them on the ice with their teammates, they’re 
getting closer,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. “It’s just time. I asked 
him the other day, ‘How long have you been out?’ He said, ‘Three 
weeks.’ It seems like he’s been out for six or eight. It always seems like 
they’ve been out longer when they’re so valuable to your team. He’s right 
on time. He might be ahead.” 

Eakins said he wasn’t sure where he might slot Rakell when he is sound 
enough to play again. Rakell, a right wing, formed a productive pairing 
with rookie center Trevor Zegras, scoring four goals in eight games 
before he was hurt. They could be reunited, forming a line with Sonny 
Milano. 

“In my head, he was doing great there in that slot,” Eakins said of Rakell. 
“It not only gives us another scorer there, but a really responsible player. 
There’s been three really good pairs: (Ryan) Getzlaf and (Troy) Terry, 
(Isac) Lundestrom and (Jakob) Silfverberg and Zegras and Rakell. 

“We’ve got good options.” 

NO FUN LEAGUE 

Referees Michael Markovic and Ghislain Hebert didn’t let Zegras get 
away with tossing his stick into the crowd in celebration of his game-
winning goal in overtime Tuesday. Zegras was given a 10-minute 
misconduct for repeating Jack Hughes’ OT stick toss for New Jersey on 
Oct. 15. 

Eakins said he didn’t see the point of penalizing Zegras for violating the 
NHL’s rule against throwing equipment into the crowd, and that Markovic 
and Hebert should have used better discretion and looked the other way. 
Hughes wasn’t penalized by referees Chris Rooney and Kevin Pollock. 

“I know they’re calling the rules, but I think there’s a big difference 
between chucking a stick in the stands because you’re frustrated and 
mad and maybe in enemy territory,” Eakins said. “After the game, we go 
out and hand out sticks. In warmup, I see guys tossing pucks over the 
glass. 
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“I think there’s a big difference in what the player is trying to accomplish. 
What he did was no different, to me, than when they hand over those 
sticks during the three stars. It’s no different than tossing pucks over 
during warmup. It’s a big difference when a guy turns and chucks his 
stick. Or shoots a puck into the stands on purpose. 

“But I do understand. The refs are doing their best. Hey, that’s a rule. 
We’ve got to enforce it. That’s the league. They’ve got to enforce certain 
things. But I do think there’s a big difference in what’s going on. We’re 
handing out sticks. We’re tossing pucks into the crowd before and after 
the game. 

“The kid just ended the game. The game is over.” 

Carolina (12-2-0, 24 pts) at Ducks (10-4-3, 23 pts) 

When: 7 p.m. Thursday 

Where: Honda Center 

TV: Bally Sports West 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.18.2021 
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On Ryan Getzlaf’s 1,000-point night, the Ducks saw more of Trevor 
Zegras’ potential 

 

By Eric Stephens Nov 17, 2021 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Each of the four corners that help make up Honda 
Center contains a giant-sized print wrapped inside circular glass that 
looks out onto the immediate surroundings. The posters have a theme. 
Images of longtime Ducks standouts paired with younger, newer focal 
points. 

At the southeast end is their venerable star mixed with the one that could 
be their future star. The two are very much connected in an improbable 
present. 

Symmetry filled Anaheim’s latest triumph, a 3-2 overtime win over 
Washington that stretched the NHL’s longest winning streak to eight 
games. It is fitting that the win was bookended by Ryan Getzlaf 
continuing his blistering turn-back-the-clock start by getting his 1,000th 
career point just 3:32 into the game and Trevor Zegras closing it out with 
his second straight two-goal game as an announced crowd of 13,456 
rocked around the Ducks that joyously left the bench to mob the 20-year-
old. 

All of this came as the franchise’s two most beloved titans, Paul Kariya 
and Teemu Selanne, watched on from a suite with other familiar faces 
from the past. Getzlaf getting his 1,000th point on a night where the 
Ducks recorded their 1,000th victory. The towering center becoming the 
92nd player in NHL history to hit that milestone, playing for a city the 
league awarded a franchise in December 1992. 

“It was kind of just the perfect story,” Zegras said. “Right?” 

Numerologists could rejoice. But not just them. A fan base whose most 
devoted members merely hoped to see a better product on the ice and 
watch the team’s young talent grow together is now reveling in a group 
that ended Tuesday night as the first-place team in the Pacific Division. 

Wrap your head around that. Getzlaf had to. Initially, he didn’t know until 
a reporter pointed it out. 

“Means that we got a lot of work left to do,” he said. “It’s only 17 games in 
or whatever we are. But, yeah, it definitely feels a lot better to play games 
with a purpose every night. Our guys are doing a really good job of just 

staying level-headed and playing the game. And hopefully we can 
continue that.” 

The Ducks haven’t been on a run like this since 2016 when they dug 
themselves out of a first-month hole by winning 11 straight that was part 
of an 18-1-1 run in Bruce Boudreau’s final season. They’ve beaten good 
teams. They’ve beaten bad teams. They’ve responded to blown leads. 
They’ve held leads and finished the opponent going away. 

Zegras is another that is finding where they’re at in the standings hard to 
fathom. 

“If you would have told me that last year, I wouldn’t have believed you,” 
he said, having played 24 games in that difficult 56-game drudge. But he 
also said there is a “different feel” to this team. So far, it is one that has 
responded to every situation it faces. 

“Guys are playing for each other,” Zegras said. “We got a great coaching 
staff. And obviously we got No. 36 (John Gibson) back there who’s 
unbelievable every night. I just think a bunch of guys on this team don’t 
get a lot of league-wide credit. We have some unbelievable defensemen. 
Cam Fowler, Josh Manson. I could go down the list. We’re all just 
playing, I guess, to the best of our abilities right now and it’s showing. 

“We kind of been through it all last year in terms of not being able to play 
with a lead or hold a lead. Now we’re doing a great job of keeping the 
foot on the gas and putting pucks in the back of the net. So, it’s working.” 

The latest feel-good moment came as the Ducks and Capitals entered 
the final minute of overtime after Washington forced the extra period on 
Tom Wilson’s deflection goal with 2:32 left in regulation. Hampus 
Lindholm chipped the puck past Alex Ovechkin as the Capitals’ star 
converged on him and got it beyond Evgeny Kuznetsov. Zegras grabbed 
it and made an inside move on Kuznetsov before wiring a far-shot side 
past the glove of Washington goalie Vitek Vanecek. 

Whatever drought Zegras was in (he had five points in his first 13 games 
this season) is history. He followed up his three-point career night 
Sunday against Vancouver by putting two more in his goal column. 
Midway through the third period, Zegras beat Vanecek through his pads 
off a brilliant chemistry-laden rush with Sonny Milano. Five points in two 
games is a sign that the electric center who oozes confidence wants 
back in on the Calder Trophy conversation. 

The youngsters that the Ducks hoped would make a big impact are doing 
so. Zegras is rolling now. Troy Terry hasn’t cooled off as his teaming with 
Getzlaf on Cam Fowler’s first-period goal extended his point streak to 15 
games. Isac Lundestrom won the third-line center job and is quietly 
producing while playing sound defense. Jamie Drysdale rebounded from 
some early struggles in his own end and is nicely handling his top-pairing 
role on Anaheim’s veteran blue line. 

All this growth has come before more than a few notable eyes, including 
the stars of the past Tuesday. Getzlaf tried to recall the moment he felt 
like he could make an impact in the NHL. 

“It’s hard to answer that,” Getzlaf said. “I played on some great teams 
obviously as a young player. When I arrived at my first training camp, I 
wanted to be an impact player. So, I never really had a mentality that I 
wasn’t. We went to the minors there for a little while and we came back. I 
got a lot more responsibility. I played the point on the power play. All 
those kinds of things where you’re expected to produce. 

“And then I think that playoff run that year (in 2006) was a big step 
forward for me experience-wise. Learned a lot that year going into that 
next season.” 

It is now Year 17 for Getzlaf. But it looks more like Years 2, 3 or 4 when 
he moved into the league’s stratosphere. It took him 1,111 games to get 
989 points and eclipse Selanne as the Ducks’ all-time leading scorer. It 
has taken him only seven more to get that 11 necessary to get a magical 
number he has only begun to embrace. 

Only seven active players have 1,000. The names are instantly 
recognizable. Joe Thornton. Sidney Crosby. Alex Ovechkin. Patrick 
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Marleau. Patrick Kane. Anze Kopitar. And now Getzlaf. How many of 
these will be in the Hockey Hall of Fame? All of them? Probably. Fittingly, 
Getzlaf joined them with the kind of lead pass to Fowler in open ice that 
those with his elite vision and hands can make. 

At 36, Getzlaf is rejuvenated. He has stated that he does not intend to 
play into his 40s and has given no clues that he’ll veer away from calling 
it a day sooner than later. These are his final years. But he is also 
determined to go out more like the cornerstone leader he has long been. 
He wasn’t going to end it with a year like 2020-21, where he struggled, 
the team struggled, and everyone seemed a bit disconnected. A year he 
hated. “It sucked,” he said. 

“I didn’t sugarcoat anything,” Getzlaf continued. “I didn’t have fun last 
year. Came into camp with an excited mentality with the league getting 
back to normal. Playing all the teams around the league. Having fans in 
the building. It just makes a world of difference when you can play 
hockey the way we’ve done our whole lives. Even when you look back on 
it, I never played a single game in my whole life in front of nobody until 
last season. Whether it was parents yelling at you from the stands or 
whatever it was. That was the first time in my entire life that I’ve played 
without fans. 

“It was so good to get our building back rocking again and obviously the 
fans are jumping on board again a little bit here. We just got to stay level-
headed and just keep playing.” 

The night linked together organically. Kariya and Selanne were in 
attendance to honor David McNab, who retired as a top executive in the 
Ducks organization since their birth in 1993. Joining them were other 
Mighty Ducks favorites Steve Rucchin and Mike Leclerc as well as Terry 
Yake and Jeff Nielsen. Even Stanley Cup-winning former coach Randy 
Carlyle, who guided Getzlaf in two different stints, was on hand as 
current boss Dallas Eakins noted. 

They all got to see the immense promise of a new star now in 
conception. And they got see another legendary figure in the franchise 
playing at an incredibly high level right now. 

“It was cool,” Getzlaf said. “There’s a lot of history here. We’re building a 
historic organization. It takes a long time to build that, and past players 
are a big part of that. So, when those guys show up, it means a lot to the 
team. It means a lot to the organization and the fans. It’s always good to 
have them in the building.” 

As the years go by, Zegras could have a meaningful spot in that history. 
He has just moved onto the on-ramp of that highway that is stardom. The 
Ducks, who know what they have in a player they could potentially build 
some marketing efforts around, are letting their personable center do 
more interviews and getting his face out there when it comes to 
interested hockey entities outside Anaheim. 

Basically, letting him be “Z” as virtually everyone has taken to calling him. 
Being fine with what comes naturally. Like him tossing his stick over the 
glass following his overtime dagger in an homage to his injured friend, 
New Jersey center Jack Hughes. 

“I told him at least that if I ended up scoring a goal in overtime that I 
would do the same,” Zegras said. “He’s battling a shoulder injury right 
now so hopefully he got a good laugh about that one on the couch back 
home. I guess just all things kind of factored in there. I thought it’d be 
pretty funny to chuck it in the crowd.” 

The future looks very promising for the Ducks. The present is mighty 
good too. 
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Column: It will always be Staples Center, the house Kobe and other stars 
helped immortalize 

 

BY HELENE ELLIOTT SPORTS COLUMNIST  

NOV. 17, 2021 5:35 PM PT 

 

It’s an age-old question, famously posed more than 400 years ago by 
William Shakespeare in “Romeo and Juliet.” 

What’s in a name? 

The answer in 2021: about $700 million over 20 years for AEG that the 
owner and operator of Staples Center gained from a stunning naming 
rights deal announced late Tuesday with Singapore-based 
cryptocurrency exchange crypto.com. 

As of Dec. 25, the red Staples logo will be removed from the arena. By 
next June all hints of Staples’ sponsorship — which was secured in 1997, 
two years before the building opened — will vanish. It will officially be 
called Crypto.com Arena, but few fans are waiting that long to begin 
launching puns on the new name. 

Teams that erase big deficits and win will rise from the Crypt. Teams that 
flop will be declared dead and will be consigned to the Crypt. Future 
broadcasts and stories from the building surely will be labeled “Tales 
From the Crypt.” The possibilities are endless, and a few are truly funny. 

The Staples Center will become known as Crypto.com Arena as part of a 
new 20-year deal between the Singapore cryptocurrency exchange and 
AEG, owner of the home arena of the Los Angeles Lakers, Clippers, 
Kings and Sparks. 

But Shakespeare had it right. It’s not a name that makes an arena or 
stadium iconic. Staples is an office supply company. It’s difficult to feel 
warm and fuzzy about paper clips and legal pads. The name is familiar 
more than it’s beloved. 

What makes the arena memorable is the people you sat with and the 
events you saw there, sharing high-fives with strangers, leaving with a 
voice hoarse from cheering and hands sore from clapping. It’s where 
fans, isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic, can again come together 
in celebration and feel part of something big and communal. 

“A naming rights deal is important and financially it’s significant, but it’s 
what takes place inside and how well everything is presented, what that 
experience is each and every time, that’s the most important element,” 
said Bobby Goldwater, who was hired as Staples Center’s first senior 
vice president and general manager in 1998 when the site was a 
construction pit. 

“In our industry, and I believe it’s unique in sports and entertainment, 
people invest their emotions before they invest their money. The events 
that they attend, the team, the sports, the entertainment, whatever they 
become attached to and follow, it’s very visible and it’s very personal.” 

Staples Center is important not for its name, but because it was the 
backdrop for Kobe Bryant’s countless ice-in-his veins clutch shots during 
the Lakers’ championship years. It was, naturally and spontaneously, the 
place fans were drawn to after Bryant died in a helicopter crash in 
January of 2020, where they left touching tributes in the streets outside in 
chalk and marker and tears. It was the right place — the only place — his 
memorial service could have been held. 

Staples Center became embedded in our memories as the showcase for 
the clever play of Anze Kopitar, the acrobatics of Jonathan Quick and the 
thumping hits dished out by Dustin Brown as they lifted the Kings’ playoff 
curse and led the team to Stanley Cup titles in 2012 and 2014. We 
remember Staples Center for the Clippers’ entertaining, but ultimately 
championshipless Lob City era, and for the Sparks’ WNBA supremacy. 

It became memorable for concerts from the start. Bless Bruce 
Springsteen’s heart for tweaking the sterile, corporate, fan-distancing 
suites and skyboxes when he opened the place in 1999. A few months 
later, fears of an impending Armageddon, stoked by concerns the world’s 
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computers wouldn’t be able to handle the changeover to the year 2000, 
were at their height when the Eagles played at Staples Center on New 
Year’s Eve. There was genuine concern chaos would break out in the 
streets and the world would look terribly different when the show ended 
and the new millennium dawned. 

It turned out to be just another Tequila Sunrise. This old world still looked 
the same, if a bit hazy in the post-concert glow. Goldwater tried to stage 
a reunion of the three surviving Beatles but instead assembled a stellar 
California-themed lineup of Jackson Browne, Linda Ronstadt and the 
Eagles. “Nobody had a better first season ever than Staples Center had. 
Nobody,” said Goldwater, who’s an adjunct professor at Georgetown’s 
sports industry management program and has a consulting business. 

Kings’ Drew Doughty celebrates with the Stanley Cup after the team’s 3-
2 double overtime victory against the New York Rangers in Game 5 of 
the 2014 Stanley Cup Final at Staples Center on June 13, 2014. 

Name changes have become a fact of life in sports, often the result of 
mergers or terminated deals involving the company that bought the 
naming rights. What’s now the TD Garden in Boston had a name change 
before it opened. The Pechanga Arena in San Diego had four previous 
names. Miami’s Hard Rock Stadium has had a half-dozen names as 
naming rights sponsors came and left. Anyone remember the O.co 
Coliseum in Oakland? It’s now Ring Central Coliseum for those keeping 
score. 

Sometimes, changing the name of a familiar place evokes strong 
emotions. To Chicagoans, the distinctive skyscraper that dominates the 
skyline will always be the Sears Tower, no matter that it was renamed 
the Willis Tower in 2009. The place the Mets play will always be Shea to 
me, even though Shea Stadium no longer exists and the Mets have 
played at Citi Field since 2009. The Staples Center name likely will linger 
in conversation long after the signs vanish. 

“This just sounds awful,” says one local, wearing a Lakers hat outside of 
what will soon be called the Crypto.com Arena. 

“It’s hard to change people’s habits,” Goldwater said. “It will be interesting 
to see if people will go with the new name or they decide to maybe stick 
with the old name.” 

Crypto.com Arena looks strange. It’s awkward to say. What won’t change 
is that the performances within the renamed arena will still stir us and the 
losses will still trigger regrets. A rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet. Shakespeare knew what he was talking about all those years ago. 
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‘We trust each other.’ The Kings hope unity helps them extend a 
surprisingly hot start 

 

BY HELENE ELLIOTT SPORTS COLUMNIST  

NOV. 17, 2021 4 AM PT 

 

Kings fans weren’t alone in thinking their team’s season was over, for all 
practical purposes, after a knee bruise on Oct. 22 took Drew Doughty out 
of the lineup for a projected eight weeks and fellow defenseman Sean 
Walker suffered a season-ending knee injury two games later. 

“You could feel it. You could feel the ‘What the hell just happened to us?’ 
moment,” coach Todd McLellan said. “Drew goes out and three periods 
later Sean is out. Even in our office we were, ‘OK, now what are we 
going to do? How do we replace two power-play guys? How do we 
replace two penalty-kill players?’” 

Good questions. And they’ve collectively come up with surprisingly 
successful answers. 

Just when the Kings had an excuse to fall apart — when the Kings of a 
season or two ago would have absorbed blowout losses without much 
pushback — they came together to win seven straight games and earn 
points in eight straight, including impressive victories in back-to-back 
games at Toronto and Montreal last week. 

Their 7-0-1 streak has been built on a newly aggressive forecheck that 
players enjoy, the calming presence of Alex Edler on defense and strong 
goaltending from Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen. They’re not scoring 
a lot, but their overall defensive play has put them in the top five in fewest 
goals against. Five of the games in their streak were 3-2 final scores, 
with the Kings winning four and losing one in overtime in the trip finale at 
Winnipeg. Darryl Sutter, who often called the NHL “a 3-2 league” while 
coaching the Kings to two Stanley Cup championships, was right after all. 

Mark Scheifele scored 32 seconds into overtime Saturday to give the 
Winnipeg Jets a 3-2 victory over the Kings, whose seven-game winning 
streak ended. 

General manager Rob Blake said before the season making the playoffs 
would be “our natural next step. And to talk about that isn’t so far out.” 
Adding Edler and No. 2 center Phillip Danault as free agents last summer 
has helped them move forward by providing steadiness on defense and 
balance up front. 

But the biggest difference for the Kings this season is their new sense of 
responsibility to one another and to the high standard they believe they 
can uphold. “We trust each other, I feel like, more out there, too, and the 
system and everything,” said winger Adrian Kempe, who slid down to the 
third line in practice on Tuesday as the result of Viktor Arvidsson’s 
emergence from COVID protocol. 

It’s still early, but the NHL standings traditionally change little after 
Thanksgiving, making it noteworthy that the Kings are within easy reach 
of a playoff position as they open a seven-game homestand Wednesday 
at Staples Center against dynamic winger Alexander Ovechkin and the 
Washington Capitals. 

Ovechkin, who ranks fourth on the NHL’s career goal-scoring list at 742 
and has a shot to break Wayne Gretzky’s record of 894, has scored 11 
goals in 21 career games against the Kings. He will test their tenuous 
penalty killing — one of their few weaknesses this season — and their 
resolve to get back to the playoffs after missing out the past three 
seasons. “We need that low bar to be higher than it’s been the last 
couple of years,” Kempe said. 

Kings right wing Alex Iafallo skates against the New Jersey Devils on 
Nov. 5 at Staples Center. 

They’ve lifted the bar enough to create a challenge they haven’t had to 
deal with for a while: how to handle success. They had a seven-game 
winning streak when the COVID-19 pandemic shut down the NHL in 
March of 2020 but were so far back at 29-35-6 that they didn’t qualify for 
the temporarily expanded, 24-team playoff field when play resumed. 
What happens next, especially against Washington and against Carolina 
on Saturday, will say a lot about not only who they are but who they 
might become. 

“Two years ago I talked about wanting to see what our team would do 
when it had a string of success and COVID took it away,” McLellan said 
after a practice session dominated by special teams work. “We’re 
watching. We want to see where our guys will go, how they’ll handle 
prosperity. We’ve handled the other end of it far too many times. But now 
where it’s prosperous can we keep our foot on the gas? Can we continue 
to do things right?” 

McLellan said the entire coaching staff will be vigilant about making sure 
players maintain their energy and good habits. 

The Kings and Ducks haven’t made the playoffs since 2018, but their 
play early in the NHL season is creating some optimism. 
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“I think now’s a good time for the staff to be pretty direct with the players. 
They’re receiving things. They are open,” he said. “And it’s also time for 
us to make sure that it doesn’t slip. We’ve tried to do that over the past 
two days in different areas of the game, but the players themselves, I 
think the group trusts each other a lot more this year than they did last 
year.” 

A little trust can go a long way. “We have to keep doing what we did 
there on the road trip, and before that,” Edler said. “It’s nothing fancy. 
We’re just playing the right way and we’ve been getting wins that way.” 
Enough wins, so far, to turn a season that appeared doomed into a 
season that could have a happy ending. 
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Whicker: Kings play another close one but can’t finish this time 

 

By MARK WHICKER | MWhicker@scng.com | Daily News 

PUBLISHED: November 17, 2021 at 11:33 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
17, 2021 at 11:48 p.m. 

 

LOS ANGELES — Arthur Kaliyev had an up-close-and-personal chance 
to tie the score with 2:56 left on Wednesday, but Ilya Samsonov 
swallowed up that shot the way he had 33 others. 

As the players unsorted themselves, Washington’s Tom Wilson, the bully 
of the Beltway, came in behind Brandon Lemieux and gave him a shot to 
the ribs that probably cost him some shut-eye Wednesday night. 

Was that why Kings coach Todd McLellan called it a “playoff-ish” game at 
Staples Center? Actually, it looked like a lot of regular-season action so 
far, a lot of sweat and soreness exchanged for not much scoring. 

This time the Kings lost, 2-0, the first time they’ve emerged pointless 
from a game since a 3-2 regulation loss to Winnipeg on Oct. 28. That 
was nine games ago. 

“We’re going to be playing tight games like this the rest of the season,” 
McLellan said. “But you’ve got to take advantage and score goals when 
you have a chance.” 

The Kings turned Alex Ovechkin’s night into something uneventful, even 
though they were playing 20-year-old Tobias Bjornfot and Mikey 
Anderson (22) as the primary defense pair against Ovechkin’s line. The 
36-year-old Washington scoring machine got one decent shot on 
Jonathan Quick during a power play but wasn’t terribly visible otherwise. 

It was scoreless until 3:30 remained, when Washington set up in front of 
Quick. A pass ricocheted off the skate of L.A.’s Alexander Edler, and 
John Carlson sent the puck toward the goal, where Garnet Hathaway 
had sneaked in behind Quick. Hathaway got the tap-in, and later Carlson 
scored an empty-netter. 

“Both teams played with structure, so that is what happens,” Anderson 
said. “They got the bounce and we didn’t.” 

“When it hit Edler’s skate it changed everything about the way guys were 
reading the play,” McLellan said. 

Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek have plugged the Washington goal nicely 
in the early season, and Samsonov improved his personal record to 5-0-
0 with his second shutout of the year. Washington, playing without Lars 
Eller and T.J. Oshie, improved its record to 10-2-5. 

The Kings have given up just 16 goals in their past nine games, and 
that’s without Drew Doughty in the lineup. Some of it is solid goaltending, 

some of it could be an aggressive offensive style that keeps the puck in 
harmless places on the ice. They have only permitted more than three 
goals once (a 7-3 loss to the Blues). 

“I think the goalie made some nice saves and I didn’t think we made it 
hard enough on him,” Anze Kopitar said. “It’s usually a combination of 
both. We have to find a way to score.” 
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Capitals snap Kings’ 8-game point streak 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL  

PUBLISHED: November 17, 2021 at 10:27 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
18, 2021 at 1:00 a.m. 

 

LOS ANGELES — The Kings and Washington Capitals played a game at 
Staples Center on Wednesday night that was tightly contested, physical 
and low-scoring – just the way the Kings would have preferred, except for 
the result, which went in favor of Washington, 2-0. 

The Capitals entered the match as the NHL’s fourth-highest scoring team 
and their top scorer, winger Alex Ovechkin, recently became the fourth-
leading scorer in NHL history. The Kings, meanwhile, had allowed a 
stingy 1.75 goals per game during their eight-game point streak, which 
ended Wednesday. 

“We’re not going to sit in a corner and suck our thumbs over this one. We 
did some good stuff, but at the end of the day it’s about winning games,” 
Kings captain Anze Kopitar said. “We’re certainly not satisfied with the 
outcome, but there were parts of our game that I think were pretty good 
today.” 

Jonathan Quick made 36 saves in his first loss since Oct. 28. 

Quick entered the night on a four-game winning streak in which he had 
allowed two goals or fewer in each victory, posting a .971 save 
percentage and a 0.98 goals-against average over that stretch. He 
allowed just one goal Wednesday and made a variety pack of athletic 
saves, including his tormenting of center Aliaksei Protas, first off a 
sterling one-timer, then off a promising wraparound and again late in the 
game. 

“There’s not very many times that he’s not impressive, so, nothing new 
on that front,” Kopitar said of Quick. 

Forward Garnet Hathaway scored twice for the Capitals, once into an 
empty net in the game’s waning moments. Ovechkin had six shots on 
goal and defenseman John Carlson contributed two assists. Ilya 
Samsonov made 34 saves in his shutout. 

“This was certainly a tight game. It felt playoff-ish a little bit, where there 
just wasn’t any space either way. Both teams really had to work hard just 
to even get a shot off,” Kings coach Todd McLellan said. 

With 3:30 left, Washington defenseman John Carlson alertly spotted 
Hathaway on the doorstep. He faked a shot and sent a pass to Hathaway 
that was deflected initially but then pushed home by Hathaway for the 
game’s first goal and a celebration that was equal parts jubilance and 
relief. 

“They’re a good, structured team. They stuck to what they do, we stuck 
to what we do. End of the day, they were the ones that found a bounce 
and then capitalized,” said defenseman Mikey Anderson, who along with 
partner Tobias Bjornfot saw time against Ovechkin on Wednesday. 
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The Kings killed their second penalty of the night before the midpoint of 
the third period, the highlight of which was Quick beating back 
Ovechkin’s hard one-timer. Their penalty kill pushed past 90 percent over 
its last nine games, killing off 20 of its last 22 penalties. 

“The penalty kill did a tremendous job, starting with the goaltender, who 
made a great save on Ovechkin’s one-timer,” McLellan said. “Any time 
that your goalie’s playing that well, your penalty kill’s going to be a part of 
it.” 

The Kings dodged a bullet in the first minute of the third period when 
Ovechkin carried the puck with speed as part of a two-on-one rush. 
Center Connor McMichael could not stay onside, nullifying any 
opportunity. The Kings earned the next big chance, with Adrian Kempe’s 
one-timer denied by Samsonov. 

The second period featured a bit more offense for both sides, but 
roughing penalties (four) far outnumbered goals in another scoreless 
frame. 

The Kings took their first penalty of the night 12:35 into the second period 
when center Blaze Lizotte high-sticked defenseman Dmitry Orlov. The 
Capitals hit the net three times on the power play, with Ovechkin 
accounting for one of those shots and setting up another. 

Seven minutes into the second period, defenseman Olli Maatta’s savvy 
shot-pass set up a wide-open Trevor Moore for a one-timer, but his 
sharp-angled shot hit the post on the Kings’ best scoring chance to that 
point. 

The Kings had advantages across the board in major possession 
metrics, a 14-9 edge in shots on goal and the only power play in the first 
period, but it ended scoreless. 

With a little more than five minutes left in the first period, Washington 
failed to convert on an odd-man rush but recovered the puck on the 
forecheck. Kings defenseman Alex Edler first lifted the stick of winger 
Tom Wilson and sent him to the ice to avert a dangerous shot and delight 
the crowd. Edler then blocked Wilson’s subsequent shot attempt to end 
the possession. 

Winger Viktor Arvidsson returned to action for the first time since Oct. 30, 
when he entered COVID-19 protocol and then overcame another illness. 
He had four shots on goal. 
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Alex Ovechkin remains a Capital punisher as he chases NHL goals 
record 

 

By MARK WHICKER | MWhicker@scng.com | Daily News 

PUBLISHED: November 17, 2021 at 8:05 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
17, 2021 at 10:09 p.m. 

 

LOS ANGELES — Nolan Ryan’s ambition was simple. Ride into baseball 
on the vapor trail of his fastball. Ride out of the game the same way. 

Alex Ovechkin does that, too. 

The Washington Capitals drafted him first overall in 2005 and he scored 
52 goals as a rookie. Eight times Ovechkin has scored at least 50 in a 
season. At 36, he has 12 in the Capitals’ first 16 games. Ready, aim fire, 
except with him it’s more like readyaimfire. Inevitability is not hard to 
predict, but it’s hard to beat. 

Ovechkin made his first visit to Staples Center in two years on 
Wednesday night, when Washington visited the Kings. 

“What do I appreciate about him? He entertains,” Kings coach Todd 
McLellan said. “And he doesn’t slow down. That’s why this talk of him 
approaching Wayne and his record, that’s why it’s beginning to pick up 
steam. And it would be great for the game and the league. I just wish he 
wouldn’t be so entertaining against us.” 

Approaching Wayne? Pure blasphemy. Gretzky has a hammerlock on 
every important offensive record in NHL history, including the one for 
setting the most records. Ovechkin now has 742 goals, which is 152 
short of Gretzky’s NHL mark. 

Assuming Ovechkin scores 40 this season, that would still require the 
equivalent of a 31-goal average in the four remaining seasons of his new 
contract. 

And yet Brett Hull, whom Ovechkin just passed on the goal list, scored 39 
when he was 36, and Jaromir Jagr had 46 at Ovechkin’s age. Jagr 
stopped at 766, provided he has actually stopped. He is in third place, 
ahead of Ovechkin. 

This year Ovechkin is averaging more ice time than any season since 
2010. He has never played fewer than 71 games in a normal-length 
season and has played 80 or more seven times, and all 68 on the 
schedule two seasons ago. He isn’t gliding and dodging the locomotives 
the way Gretzky did. He is playing in the tangled and dark places and, as 
TV analyst Pierre McGuire used to say, he “hits to hurt.” 

Brent Johnson was a goalie for the Capitals when Ovechkin broke in. He 
now coaches the Capitals’ youth team. 

“I don’t know if he is going to get there or not, but he certainly isn’t 
slowing down,” Johnson said. “He’s hard as a rock. No matter where you 
touch him, he’s like iron. 

“Let’s face it. If you play 82 games, you’re just beating the crap out of 
yourself. It doesn’t take a toll on him at all. What he does can’t be taught. 
Most people try to lay back and make sure he doesn’t make them look 
stupid. They do that and he makes them look stupid anyway.” 

The signature is a blast from the left side, often on the power play, often 
facilitated by power-play quarterback John Carlson. Ovechkin needs four 
power-play goals to break Dave Andreychuk’s NHL career record of 274. 

“If he gets five or six opportunities in a game, he’s going to score one or 
two, let’s face it,” McLellan said. “The best strategy is just stay out of the 
box. You try to find him, but that’s not a very hard thing to do. You know 
where he’ll be.” 

But there were times when Ovechkin had to fight league-wide doubts, 
had to somehow fight his way through the playoff blues. Three times, 
Washington lost Game 7s to the New York Rangers. Three other times, 
the Caps were bounced by the Pittsburgh Penguins and Sidney Crosby, 
who appeared to be the leader and winner that Ovechkin was not. 

That disappeared in 2018 when the Caps won the Stanley Cup and 
Ovechkin launched himself into a three-day orgy through bars, 
restaurants, Tidal Basins and everywhere else that wasn’t locked. 

“I might not see him for months but when I do, we just take up where we 
left off,” Johnson said. “He still gets so excited when he scores goals. But 
he also gets excited when anybody else scores. He has so much energy, 
he never stops. Anybody who said he wasn’t enough of a leader to take 
this team to a Cup, they didn’t know a thing about him.” 

Players can only be judged in their own time. One can only wonder how  
Ovechkin would have frolicked in the 1980s, when the game was far less 
technocratic and structured and goalies were comparatively naked. 

As it was Ovechkin began in the time of the two-line pass and the grabby 
neutral-zone and sailed into the time of the stretch pass and the 
interference call, and remained supreme. 

Iron is stronger than change. 
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FINAL – Kings 0, Capitals 2 – Anderson, Kopitar, McLellan 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Tonight’s action went without a goal for nearly the entirety of the 60 
minutes, but Washington was able to find a late breakthrough, skating to 
an eventual 2-0 victory here at STAPLES Center. 

Jonathan Quick was stellar once again between the pipes, as he made 
36 saves on 37 shots in a hard-luck defeat. 

The Kings and Capitals skated to a 0-0 score through the game’s first 40 
minutes. Trevor Moore had the best two opportunities from the opening 
two periods, but was denied twice by Washington netminder Ilya 
Samsonov. LA had a narrow advantage in both shot attempts and shots 
on goal through the opening two periods, setting the stage for the third. 

Washington broke the deadlock just three minutes and 30 seconds from 
the final buzzer, as Garnet Hathaway picked up the game’s first goal, and 
only goal at 5-on-5. John Carlson’s shot from the right point deflected off 
of Alex Edler’s skate and into the crease, where Hathaway was able to 
swat it home after multiple efforts from in tight. Hathaway added an 
empty-net goal to complete the scoring on the evening. 

Hear from Mikey Anderson, Anze Kopitar and Todd McLellan following 
tonight’s game. 

I mean, obviously hard to win the game without scoring any goals. It was 
a tight game, obviously up and down the ice, and they found a way to 
pop one and get the lead. You’ve got to find a way to score goals. 

On the way the team checked tonight 

We gave up two goals, one being the empty netter, so we’ll take that, but 
on the flip side, we’ve got to score goals. 

On adding Arvidsson back onto his line tonight 

It was good. Obviously not playing with him for a couple weeks, there’s a 
few reads that need to be sorted out still. We’ll get the timing back with 
him and Brownie and find the chemistry again. 

On the mood after losing tonight, following a long run of wins 

It’s hopeful. We’re not going to go sit in the corner and suck our thumbs 
over this one, we did some good stuff. At the end of the day, it’s about 
winning games and we’re certainly not satisfied with the outcome, but 
there’s parts of the game that I think were pretty good today. We’ll build 
on that and take the next steps. 

Todd McLellan 

On his overall thoughts on tonight’s game 

This was certainly a tight game, it felt playoff-ish a little bit, in that there 
wasn’t any space either way. I think both teams had to work hard just to 
even get a shot off and we didn’t take advantage of some of the loose ice 
we did create. There were a few 2-on-1 opportunities that we had, that 
we tried to make an extra pass, and they’re a really good checking team. 
At the end of the night, it felt like it was going to be that type of game, 
where at the end of the night it was going to be one goal that was the 
difference and that’s what it was. It went off a skate, changed the 
complexion of the play and they made a good play to put it in. 

On losing back-to-back games, giving up just two total goals at 5-on-5 

That’s hard. It means we’re doing a lot of things well. Tonight we needed 
to score though, you need at least one to win and we couldn’t get it, so 
that’s the disappointing side. The checking side was really good, we kept 
some of their better players off the sheet, they didn’t get any glorious 
chances either. I thought the teams played a mirror image of each other, 
which I thought was good for us to play in, to understand what it feels like 
to play against ourselves, a lot of structure both ways. The ability to 
check right now is there for our group and that’s going to have to stay 
there. The offense isn’t coming quite as much, there’s a tendency now to 
open it up and start cheating, and that really costs you. We created 
enough opportunities, we just polish them up a little bit, we can score 2 or 
3 a night. 

On Viktor Arvidsson’s return to the lineup 

Arvy’s always going to have energy, he could probably play July 1 and 
still be energized and be quick. The polish, the hands, the sense of 
timing is going to have to come back, but that would happen to anybody. 
I thought he had a good, positive impact on the game. We were happy to 
have him back. 

On the play of the Kempe – Kupari – Moore line tonight 

I thought they were good, they created opportunities. Unfortunately, they 
were on the ice for the goal, but it went off Edler’s skate and that 
changed everything. Everybody was reading the puck to go to a certain 
spot and it goes off of the skate and it changes everything, it’s hard to 
place blame on anything there. They played well, everybody’s playing 
pretty well. Not often a coach comes in and talks about his group playing 
well when you lose a home game, but we have played well. 

On if he feels anything has changed with Jonathan Quick, or if the team 
around him is playing better than the last couple of seasons 

From my time with Quickie, I think he is the same person, I think he 
works just as hard, he’s as focused as he’s been. He’s healthy this year, 
last year he got dinged up a little bit. I don’t see a big difference in him, I 
think he’s always been that goaltender. I think the people around him are 
playing a little bit more predictable, to allow him to make some reads, I 
think that we’re playing a better defensive brand in front of him. I’ve said 
this every time he’s played, but his game management, his ability to read 
what’s going on during the game – not just the pass from Carlson to 
Ovechkin, but the “we need a whistle” or “keep the play alive because 
we’ve got them going” – you can tell he’s a veteran goaltender. 

On the play of Anderson and Bjornfot, specifically against the Ovechkin 
line 

Mikey and Toby, to play against that line, did a really good job. Ovie is 
obviously one of the best, if not the best, scorer. For two young kids to 
eat those minutes up against him is admirable. They’ve got to be feeling 
really good about themselves right now, growing right in front of us. Good 
for them, they deserve the confidence that they’re gaining. 

Notes – 

– Jonathan Quick stopped 36-of-37 shots in the loss, breaking his 
winning streak at four games and his shutout streak at 154:39. Over his 
last five starts (4-1-0, Quick has stopped 158-of-164 shots to post a .963 
SV%, a 1.19 GAA and one shutout. 

– Adrian Kempe led all Kings skaters with six shots on goal. 

– As a team, the Kings won 39-of-65 faceoffs (60%). The team was led 
by Anze Kopitar winning 15-of-25 (60%). 

– Defenseman Alex Edler led all Kings skaters in total time on ice with 
22:24. 

The Kings are scheduled to practice tomorrow at 11 AM at Toyota Sports 
Performance Center. 
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Game Thread – Kings vs. Capitals, 11/17 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Los Angeles Kings 0, Washington Capitals 2 

FINAL 

Game Preview 

SOG: LAK – 34 WSH – 38 

PP: LAK – 0/1 WSH – 0/2 

First Period 

No Scoring 

Second Period 

No Scoring 

Third Period 

1. WSH – Garnet Hathaway (4) – (John Carlson, Evgeni Kuznetsov) – 
16:30 

2. WSH – Garnet Hathaway (5) – (John Carlson) – 18:42 (EN) 

Tonight's @LAKings Line Rushes – 

Arvidsson – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Kempe – Kupari – Moore 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Quick 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. PT 

STAPLES Center – Los Angeles, CA 

Referees: Ian Walsh (29), Steve Kozari (40) 

Linesmen: Ryan Gibbons (58), Ben O’Quinn (91) 

Bally Sports West, Bally Sports App, LA Kings Audio Network 
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11/17 Preview – Optional Morning Skate, looking at Arvidsson In + 
movement with Kempe/Grundstrom 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The LA Kings are back in action this evening, 
as they host the Washington Capitals to begin a seven-game homestand 
at STAPLES Center. 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: The Capitals have won each of the last four head-to-
head matchups between the clubs, as they swept the season series in 
both 2018-19 and 2019-20. The last time these teams met, forward Blake 
Lizotte scored the lone goal for the Kings in a 3-1 defeat in Los Angeles. 
Washington is one of two teams that Phillip Danault has scored at a 
point-per-game pace against in his NHL career, with 10 points (1-9-10) 
from 10 games played. 

KINGS VITALS: The Kings have had three days between games and are 
finally back in action here this evening on home ice. Morning skate today 
was optional, meaning we did not get full line rushes. 

After practicing the last two days, the Kings have added Viktor Arvidsson 
back into the mix for this evening. Arvidsson cleared COVID Protocol and 
overcame an unrelated illness to rejoin the team during yesterday’s 
practice. Todd McLellan confirmed with us that Arvidsson will return to 
the lineup tonight, with Carl Grundstrom sitting out. More on tonight’s 
expected alignment, and roster decisions, below. 

In net, we’ll project Jonathan Quick as the starter. Quick did not skate 
this morning, with the optional, and Cal Petersen was the lone netminder 
on the ice. All-time against the Capitals, Quick is 9-5-0, with a .907 save 
percentage and a 2.55 goals against average. If Quick does in fact start 
tonight, Washington will become the third solely Eastern Conference 
opponent that the 35-year-old netminder has made 15 career 
appearances against, joining Philadelphia and Boston. 

Back to the skaters – Arvidsson took his usual spot alongside Anze 
Kopitar and Dustin Brown yesterday, so we’ll project him there tonight. 
Here’s how the Kings lined up at yesterday’s practice, with McLellan 
confirming that Grundstrom and Lias Andersson are tonight’s scratches 
at forward. 

CAPITALS VITALS: Washington enters tonight’s game on the second 
half of a back-to-back, after they skated to a 3-2 overtime loss yesterday 
evening in Anaheim. 

Vitek Vanacek got the start in last night’s game for the Capitals, so that 
points to Ilya Samsonov getting the nod this evening at STAPLES 
Center. Samsonov made 22 saves on 23 shots in the lone appearance of 
his NHL career against the Kings, on December 4, 2019. Washington 
skated to a 3-1 victory in Los Angeles on that night. 

The Capitals played yesterday’s game in Anaheim without five forwards, 
including Lars Eller, who was placed in COVID Protocol earlier in the 
day. The Capitals also missed centers Niklas Backstrom and Nic Dowd, 
along with wingers TJ Oshie and Anthony Mantha. Mantha and 
Backstrom are out longer-term, while Oshie and Dowd are on the trip 
with the team. 

The obvious name that is not missing is Alexander Ovechkin, who brings 
an obvious goal-scoring threat every time he steps on the ice. Ovechkin 
hasn’t slowed down at all early in this season, ranking second in the 
league goals. When asked about what he’s taken away more from 
Ovechkin, Todd McLellan talked about his ability to entertain, and to do 
so for so long. 

“Entertain, that’s probably the best way of putting it, I just don’t like when 
he’s entertaining against us, but I watch the rest of the highlights on a 
nightly basis,” McLellan said of Ovechkin. “He’s that good and to have 
sustained it for as long as he has, credit goes to him and the people 
around him for maintaining his health. He doesn’t slow down, and I think 
that’s why this talk of him approaching Wayne and Wayne’s record is 
really starting to pick up steam. There’s no sign of this guy slowing down, 
so good for him and good for the league because what he does is 
entertaining.” 

Notes – 

Making Moves 
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Adding Viktor Arvidsson back into the mix is an obvious move. This is a 
proven top-six forward, who doesn’t suddenly become something else 
because of his experience with COVID. More on Arvidsson’s return 
below. 

The harder decision becomes one, who do you move out of the top six to 
work Arvidsson back in and two, who comes out of a lineup that has 
collected a point or better in eight straight games, with seven of those 
contests being victories? 

The answer to question one is Adrian Kempe, who skated on the third 
line yesterday, with question two being Carl Grundstrom, who will not 
play tonight against Washington. 

Starting with the latter, it was no easy decision to take Grundstrom out of 
the lineup, and it speaks to the growth in organizational depth that the 
Kings have seen over the last six months. Grundstrom scored a really 
nice goal in Winnipeg and was a part of a third line that played perhaps 
its best game against the Jets. 

“These are the toughest decisions we have because they’re not giving us 
the ammunition to pull them out, they’re giving us the ‘why the hell are 
you doing this’ ammunition,” McLellan said. “These are tough ones. I 
have to sit with Grunny, I have to explain to Lias why he’s not going in, 
but they’re also good team guys and they realize where we’re at. That 
doesn’t mean Grunny is done playing for the LA Kings, he’s been 
tremendous. You look at his camp, and it was a disappointing training 
camp, to where he is now and the impact he has on the team, he doesn’t 
deserve to come out, but somebody is. That’s how it is.” 

The former involves moving Adrian Kempe off of Anze Kopitar’s line, and 
slotting him in alongside Rasmus Kupari and Trevor Moore, the spot that 
Grundstrom was previously occupying. Kempe is as versatile as they 
come, with the ability to play on really any line the Kings can throw out 
there. He’s played with Kopitar, Danault, Vilardi and Lizotte as his 
centerman and has contributed, in his own way, with each of them. 

There is also the thought that Kempe, on paper, seems to be a pretty 
good fit with his new linemates. The result could be a line that can play 
with speed and pace, win pucks back and ideally create puck possession 
and offensive opportunities. 

“I think that when you find a player that you can move around the lineup, 
it’s more of a trust factor in trying to find a spot for him that works with a 
line combination,” McLellan said of Kempe. “I look at the pace that Kupari 
can play with, that Mooresy can play with and I think that Kempe can 
help them in that area. It doesn’t affect his ability to play on penalty kill or 
power play and we’ve found ways to play four lines so it shouldn’t affect 
his minutes. I don’t sense or feel at all that he is looking at it as a 
demotion.” 

Sweet, Sweet Viktory 

We’ve talked about the others affected, and now let’s dive into Arvidsson 
himself. 

While he’s missed now seven games with a positive COVID test, 
Arvidsson said this morning that he’s ready to go and ready to assume 
the role he had prior to entering protocol. He confirmed to us this morning 
that he did not have any symptoms during his time out, and has been 
skating since last week. With all that now behind him, Arvidsson feels his 
conditioning is where it needs to be to fire on all cylinders tonight. 

“It’s fine, I know that in the game it’s different, but I feel confident,” he 
said this morning. “I’ve practiced from Wednesday through Saturday, 
then I had another illness that I had to handle, and then I was back 
yesterday. I think I’ll be fine.” 

In his time away, Arvidsson observed that the team was giving up fewer 
“momentum goals” during the string of victories. By that, he means fewer 
goals in the early or late stages of a period, goals that can swing the 
momentum away from the Kings at key moments in the game. He also 
found himself watching for systems and situations when watching the 

games over the last two weeks, still being a new player to the Kings 
himself. All observations from a short stretch away. 

“I feel like, while I played those eight games to start, I just came into the 
group at that point,” he said. “I was playing good, just starting to 
understand what to do, so I’ve been trying to watch the games and think 
about what we’ve done. Obviously it’s hard when you’re not playing, it’s 
more of reading situations.” 

As he now re-integrates in with that group, which has found its stride 
here over the last couple of weeks, Arvidsson has no reservations about 
settling right back into the role he had before he left. That role consists of 
first-line minutes, against the tough competition that playing with Anze 
Kopitar brings, as well as time on special teams. Arvidsson feels that, 
while it might take him a couple of shifts to settle in, he’s good to go. 

“I think so – I’ve been playing for a long time and I don’t think that will be 
a problem,” he said. “I know what’s asked of me and what I have to do to 
create success for the team. That’s what I’m going to do.” 

First of seven straight here on home ice, Insiders – Arvidsson and the 
Kings are ready to go tonight at 7:30! 
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Kings adizero Primegreen Alternate Jersey set to debut tonight vs. 
Washington 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Are you ready for some chrome, Insiders? 

It’s debut day for the new sweaters! The Kings players have been 
breaking in their chrome helmets and white gloves during practice these 
last couple of days, and are now ready to rock the new threads during 
game action this evening against the Washington Capitals. 

The new uniforms will be worn three times on the upcoming seven-game 
homestand, beginning this evening against the Capitals. The Kings will 
also wear their alternate threads against Toronto on November 24 and 
Ottawa on November 27. 

Unveiled by the team last month, the Authentic adizero Primegreen 
Alternate Jersey reintroduces the Kings ‘90s Heritage Logo that was so 
important to this city and overall pop culture as a permanent alternate 
mark. The crest and stripes have a full proper silver material to them to 
honor that the club’s primary colors truly are Black, White and Silver. 

“I love them, they’re pretty sweet,” Kings forward and jersey model Alex 
Iafallo said. “I feel like the retro and that logo alone is really cool and 
everybody’s going to be pretty excited about that. I know when I first put 
it on, it felt special and I’m very excited to wear it for the fans and get out 
there with it.” 

The jerseys are on-sale now in the team’s online store at 
teamlastore.com, and will be available to purchase at the Team LA Store 
at STAPLES Center during tonight’s game. 

Listen in to an Insiders reunion, as Rich Hammond joined Jesse Cohen 
and myself on the All The Kings Men Podcast, released earlier this 
morning, to talk about the new Kings look. 

Plenty more to come today, including notes and quotes from morning 
skate, in advance of tonight’s game against the Capitals. The Kings face 
another new foe this evening, with Todd McLellan and select players 
expected to weigh in later on today. 
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What’s led to Timo Meier’s fast start? Sharks’ Boughner, Karlsson offer 
their thoughts 

 

Curtis Pashelka 6-8 minutes 11/17/2021 

 

Bob Boughner had a heart-to-heart with Timo Meier in his exit interview 
at the end of last season and made it clear that he needed to see 
improvement in just about every facet of the power forward’s game. 

Meier had 12 goals and 31 points in 54 games in 2020-21 — good 
enough to be the Sharks’ third-leading scorer in the second straight 
dismal season for the franchise, but nowhere near adequate for one of 
the team’s offensive leaders after he had scored 52 goals in the prior 148 
NHL games. 

Well, look at Meier now. 

After his thoroughly impressive two-point performance in the Sharks’ 4-1 
win over the Minnesota Wild on Tuesday, Meier has 14 points in 10 
games, putting himself in the same company as a couple of the team’s 
all-time greats. 

Per NHL Public Relations, Meier’s red-hot start through 10 games is 
bettered only among Sharks alumni by Owen Nolan’s 17 points in 1999-
2000 and Joe Thornton’s 15 points in both 2009-10 and 2010-11. 

Meier has at least one point in all but one of his 10 games this season, 
with the exception being a 4-0 Sharks loss to Montreal on Oct. 28. He 
needed 19 games to get to 14 points last season. 

For Boughner, though, Meier’s offensive production is a by-product of the 
work he’s been doing away from the puck. 

“I think he’s finally bought into the better he plays defensively, the less 
he’s going to be in his own end,” Boughner said. “He’s even doing some 
great things in the offensive zone that he wasn’t doing last year. 

“Instead of throwing pucks away, he’s holding onto pucks. He’s playing 
heavy, using his body, and being physical. Those are all things that are 
going to make him successful.” 

Meier was a force in the first period against the Wild. 

On the game’s opening goal, Meier carried the puck into the Minnesota 
zone, drew two defenders toward him, including Matt Dumba. Meier then 
fed it to Logan Couture, who found Mario Ferraro with a backhand pass 
for a pretty tap-in past goalie Cam Talbot. 

Meier then made it 2-0. After he again carried the puck into the Wild 
offensive zone and again drew a pair of Minnesota skaters toward him, 
he stopped and fed Marc-Edouard Vlasic at the blue line. Vlasic’s shot 
went off a body in front of the net, but the rebound came right to Meier, 
who picked up the loose change and scored his sixth of the season. 

“He’s got some more urgency in his overall game,” Sharks defenseman 
Erik Karlsson said of Meier. “He works hard away from the puck. We 
know he’s a good skater. He’s a big body and so far this year, he’s used 
that to his advantage.” 

Meier got run over by Dumba just before the Sharks’ first goal, one of a 
few times the Wild defenseman made his presence felt. Dumba also 
delivered a hard hip-check on Alexander Barabanov in the second 
period. 

Meier took the hit and had something to say to Dumba after Ferraro’s 
goal — but he didn’t shed light on the exchange during postgame 
interviews. 

Meier did elaborate on his talk with Boughner at the end of last season, 
though. 

“I’m probably the toughest guy on myself and I have high expectations for 
myself,” Meier said. “I knew going into the summer where I wanted to 
improve and what I needed to do to have success for my personal game, 
and obviously how to be a better player for the team. 

“I think as a team, we played some good hockey and tonight was an 
example. I’m trying to come in every day and keep getting better.” 

Meier missed five games after he was placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol on Nov. 2. The Sharks went 2-2-1 in his absence, starting with a 
5-3 victory at home over Buffalo on Nov. 2, and finish their five-game 
road trip Thursday in St. Louis. 

But the Sharks are now 6-3 in games where Meier has a point, and 4-0 
when he has multiple points. 

“The start is not bad, but I know I can take another step and make some 
better, more consistent plays and even take the next step,” Meier said. “I 
want to be the best player I can be for the team.” 

“He’s at the point in his career,” Boughner said, “where he understands 
the way he has to play to have success.” 

Other takeaways from Tuesday: 

VLASIC’S BEST GAME: Put on notice by Boughner that his spot in the 
lineup was no longer a sure thing, Vlasic responded Tuesday with a 
vintage performance. 

Paired with smooth-skating rookie Santeri Hatakka, Vlasic had an assist 
and was credited with two blocked shots in 14:47 of ice time. He and 
other players who had been in the protocol for close to two weeks looked 
much stronger in their second game back than they did in Saturday’s 6-2 
loss to Colorado. 

“I thought that was (Vlasic’s) best game of the year,” Boughner said. “I 
thought he had great stick, was blocking some shots, playing hard 
defense. I thought Hatakka came in and was a good complement there.” 

Hatakka played in place of Radim Simek, who was a healthy scratch for 
the first time this season and will probably be a spectator again 
Thursday. 

Boughner said Monday and reiterated Tuesday morning that he needed 
more urgency from Vlasic and Simek on the third defense pair. Simek 
was the one who sat out, but Boughner said Tuesday morning it could 
have easily been Vlasic. 

Couture thought the Vlasic-Hatakka pair played well, adding that, “they’re 
at their best when you don’t notice them on the ice, and I say that in a 
good way. I thought they defended hard, blocked shots and moved the 
puck well.” 

IS IT REIMER’S NET?: James Reimer was solid against the Wild with 26 
saves and one has to wonder if Boughner will stay with him for 
Thursday’s game with the Blues. Reimer is 4-2-1 this season with a .943 
save percentage (tied for No. 1 in the NHL) and a 1.71 goals-against 
average (second-best). 
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Boughner praises Meier for playing his 'best hockey' for Sharks 

 

by Sheng Peng 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 18, 2021 

 

 

If you ask Timo Meier, he’s got more to give.I 

“Yeah, I think the start [of the season], not bad,” Meier said, after potting 
a goal and an assist in the San Jose Sharks’ 4-1 victory over the 
Minnesota Wild. “But I can take another step, make some better [plays], 
be more consistent.” 

That’s a scary prospect for an already-scary player. 

“He’s been one of our best, if not our best player all year,” Bob Boughner 
offered. “When he holds onto pucks down low, he uses his speed, he 
could be a scary player.” 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.18.2021 

1226599 San Jose Sharks 

 

Behind Zachary Sawchenko's Ted Lasso-Inspired Mask - San Jose 
Hockey Now 

 

Staff 

 

It’s not often television show motifs and goaltender masks come hand in 
hand. 

For San Jose Barracuda goaltender Zachary Sawchenko, part of his 
newly-designed mask takes inspiration from the Emmy Award-winning 
show “Ted Lasso”. 

In the show, coach Ted Lasso, played by Jason Sudeikis, hangs a gold 
banner above the coaches room for AFC Richmond with the word 
“Believe” striped across in blue. 

On Sawchenko’s mask, he displays that mantra on the back of his helmet 
at the mouth of a shark to symbolize his competitive spirit through the 
season. 

“I liked that Ted Lasso and his team rallied around that little sign in the 
locker room,” Sawchenko said. “It’s a simple word, but it holds a lot of 
meaning. Sometimes the year can get long, so just believe in yourself. 
That’s something I’ve always held close to. It’s the last thing you look at 
when you put the helmet on, so that’s why I threw it on the back.” 

The back features his most personalized elements with the Canadian flag 
to represent his homeland of Calgary, Alberta, his number 36, and the 
San Jose Sharks-inspired emblem. 

Sawchenko used a painter from Calgary, Dave Fried, to design his 
personal mask, which includes his nickname, “Sawzy”, in a signature 
style on the forefront. 

On each of Sawchenko’s previous masks, the 23-year-old netminder has 
utilized his nickname as a seasonal tradition. 

“I’ve always put my nickname on the front on basically every mask I’ve 
done,” Sawchenko said. “I also put a strip down the middle with the team 
colors too with the San Jose Sharks logo on either side.” 

Overall, Sawchenko was pleased with how the mask reached its final 
form to represent the San Jose Sharks organization. 

“We have one of the coolest team logos and team names in the league, 
so the Jaws-themed Shark is pretty awesome,” Sawchenko said. “It all 
turned out pretty good.” 

Beginning his third season with the Barracuda, Sawchenko picked up his 
first win over the Colorado Eagles in a 3-2 victory on Oct. 23. 

Shortly after, he tested positive for COVID-19 along with forward Noah 
Gregor and the two Barracuda members were put in the American 
Hockey League’s COVID protocol. 

Sawchenko was asymptomatic during the week where he missed games 
against the Texas Stars and Abbotsford Canucks. 

“I got pretty lucky,” Sawchenko said. “I didn’t have any side effects or 
symptoms whatsoever so I was able to live my life as best as I could. It 
was just a matter of keeping my head into the game. It was tough at 
times, but I’ve been able to manage.” 

Sawchenko lives with Gregor and Jayden Halbgewachs, so they had to 
quarantine in their respective parts of their living quarters. To pass the 
time, Sawchenko cooked, walked, watched movies, and observed the 
Barracuda games from afar. 

With the San Jose Sharks’ development camp this summer, Sawchenko 
was thrilled to compete alongside those skilled skaters competing for 
jobs while working alongside Sharks’ goaltending coaches Evgeni 
Nabokov and Dany Sabourin. 

“It was a high-end camp,” Sawchenko reflected of his experience. “There 
was a lot of talent out there. That set the tone early. The summer time 
gave me a good look at what I’d be working with at the next level. We 
didn’t have that camp last year, so having it this year was a great 
opportunity to grow.” 

A Daunting Weekend in Abbotsford 

For their first trip north of the border this season, the San Jose Barracuda 
(5-4-1) were reminded of the damp, cold conditions of Canada where 
they faced the Vancouver Canucks’ affiliate for the first time in over a 
decade. San Jose Sharks current captain Logan Couture was a member 
of the Worcester Sharks when they previously had met on March 3, 
2010. 

The Barracuda received help from the returns of Sharks call-ups Ryan 
Merkley, Jaycob Megna, John Leonard, Sasha Chemelevski, Artemi 
Kniazev, and Joel Kellman. These would-be Sharks had just played the 
night before though, and the visitors collapsed to a season-worst 7-1 loss 
behind an ugly three-goal first-period hole. 

San Jose would respond the next night with a 3-2 shootout victory behind 
Alexei Melnichuk’s 20 saves in an impressive bounce-back effort. Noah 
Gregor and Evan Weinger scored the goals in regulation. 

Before all that, forward Joel Kellman suffered a concussion on a scary 
head-high hit by Canucks forward Vincent Arseneau in the first period. 

Kellman needed assistance off the ice via a stretcher and the Barracuda 
were down their top centerman for the rest of the game, but they came 
out on top on Sasha Chmelevski’s shootout winner. 

Before returning to SAP Center for Wednesday’s tilt with the Bakersfield 
Condors, the Barracuda struggled to get back through the harsh 
conditions of a deadly storm that cut through British Columbia, taking four 
hours, rather than the typical two, to get to the airport in Seattle from 
Abbotsford. 

“It rained four days straight when we were up there,” Barracuda head 
coach Roy Sommer said. “If we didn’t get out of there when we did, then 
we wouldn’t be here right now if we didn’t have an earlier flight. We made 
the flight by ten minutes and got back in time.” 

Sawchenko made his first start in net since Oct. 23, coming out of the 
AHL’s COVID protocol and stopping 29 of 32 shots on goal to secure his 
first victory on home ice. 

“I thought he was good,” Sommer said. “He saw some pucks and settled 
in the first period. He really got his focus together in the second period. 
He shut the door for us in the third.” 

A pair of goals by Scott Reedy and Joachim Blichfeld propelled the 
Barracuda to their second consecutive win by a score of 4-3. 
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Sommer said after Wednesday’s game that Kellman is feeling better, but 
won’t partake in any action this week. 

The Barracuda are slated to welcome in the San Diego Gulls on Friday 
and Saturday to close out the three-game homestand. 

Extras 

On Wednesday afternoon, the San Jose Sharks announced the team will 
host the 2022 Rookie Faceoff at the future home of the San Jose 
Barracuda at Sharks Ice at San Jose. 

The 4,200-seat venue is set to open in August 2022. The annual Rookie 
Faceoff will take place Sept. 16-19, 2022 and feature four teams from the 
Pacific Division (Anaheim, Los Angeles, San Jose and Vegas) and two 
from the Central Division (Arizona and Colorado). 

This past tournament in Arizona featured several Sharks and Barracuda 
players, including current Barracuda defensemen Ryan Merkley and 
Artemi Kniazev. 
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Does Sharks' Marc-Edouard Vlasic have what it takes to stay in the 
lineup all season? 

 

Kevin Kurz 11/17/2021 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Shortly after the morning skate on Tuesday at Xcel 
Energy Center, prior to the Sharks’ meeting with the Wild in the evening, 
the players all took a knee at center ice and gave coach Bob Boughner 
their undivided attention. Boughner, peering out at the group, delivered 
what is a pretty standard message — get back to playing to the grinding 
identity that was established early in the season, he barked, sprinkling in 
a few F-bombs and whacking the ice with his stick a couple times for 
added emphasis. 

In their previous game, a 6-2 loss in Colorado last Saturday, it was a flat 
performance for just about everyone. Part of the reason for that is seven 
players were competing for the first time in two weeks, having had to sit 
out due to COVID-19 invading the dressing room. Still, the Sharks’ third 
defense pair, consisting of Marc-Edouard Vlasic and Radim Simek — 
both of whom were among those who tested positive and missed time — 
seemed to earn the coach’s ire more than anyone else who played in that 
ugly defeat. Boughner revealed on Monday in an off-day practice in 
Denver that one of those two would be sitting out the Wild game. 

Would Boughner really scratch Vlasic, the 16-year veteran who is signed 
through 2025-26 at a $7 million-per-season salary? That seems to be 
something he seriously considered. When it was revealed on Tuesday 
morning that it would be Simek out for rookie Santeri Hatakka rather than 
Vlasic, Boughner said that the decision to remove one over the other 
“could have went either way.” 

“Right now it’s a situation where this is going to be a bit of a competition,” 
Boughner continued. “I don’t think there’s going to be any favorites 
played, it’s going to be a nightly competition who’s going to be in and 
who’s not.” 

For at least one night, the coach’s decision proved to be a sound one. 
Vlasic played the kind of buttoned-up, defensively responsible game that 
used to be his calling card in the Sharks’ impressive 4-1 win over 
Minnesota. 

It was evident right away that the 34-year-old Vlasic came ready to play. 
About four minutes into the first period, as Kevin Fiala came skating up 
the wing with an open Marcus Foligno alone on the other side, Vlasic 

closed on Fiala and alertly poked the puck away. Mario Ferraro’s goal 
opened the scoring less than two minutes later. 

Then, with about 13 and a half minutes left in the first, Vlasic broke up 
what could have been another dangerous chance. Nick Bjugstad spotted 
an open Nico Sturm in the circle, but Vlasic made sure the pass didn’t get 
through, resulting in Sturm swinging at nothing but air. Timo Meier’s goal 
increased the Sharks’ lead to 2-0 shortly afterward on a play that began 
with Vlasic getting the puck through from the point to generate a rebound 
that Meier pounced upon. 

“I thought that was (Vlasic’s) best game of the year,” Boughner later said. 
“I thought he had a great stick, blocking some shots and playing hard 
defense. Hatakka came in, and was a good compliment there.” 

Logan Couture, who assisted on the Sharks’ first two goals, said: “I 
thought (Vlasic) played well, I thought Hatakka played well. They’re the 
best when you don’t notice them on the ice, and I say that in a good 
way.” 

Did Vlasic himself believe that the win over Minnesota was his best game 
of the season? 

“Well, I’m not going to go against (Boughner),” Vlasic said. 

So, that’s a yes? 

“I’ve played good games this year,” he said. “Statistically, the outside 
world views hockey players on their points. How many did I have last 
year? Six? I’m at three now, so I’m crushing last year. Three points in 
eight games, six in 51 last year? I’m doing something right, right?” 

While Vlasic is correct about his point totals — he did have six points (1 
goal, 5 assists) last season in 51 games, and now has three assists in 
nine games this season — points aren’t going to be the first statistic on 
which he’s judged. Really, there just aren’t many good traditional 
statistics out there anyway to judge how a defensive defenseman is 
performing. 

Fortunately, Boughner is fairly direct when it comes to players he’s asked 
about, while ice time totals reveal even more about his faith in the players 
on the bench. His appraisal of the third defense pair, which had been 
Vlasic and Simek on a nightly basis until the COVID-19 outbreak, was 
tepid when he was asked about them on Monday. 

“I need to see a lot more consistency from that bottom pairing,” he said. “I 
need to see a lot more, I guess, urgency. We’re trying to manage 
situations, and put them in situations to succeed. They have to do their 
part. … So far, if I had to put a word (on it), I’d say average at best.” 

Ultimately, the coach would like to be able to lean a little more on his 
third defense pair, whoever it is, while reducing the workload of guys like 
Ferraro and Brent Burns, the latter of whom is second in the NHL at 
26:58 of ice time per game. To Boughner, 15 or 16 minutes a game for 
the third pair is ideal. Currently, Vlasic is averaging just 13:59 a game, 
while Simek is at 12:38 in eight games. 

Vlasic’s total, of course, is way down from when he was in the prime of 
his career. He topped out at 23:08 in 2015-16, when the Sharks 
advanced to the Stanley Cup Final, while last season was the first in his 
career when he was under 20 minutes (17:31). 

Would he like to play more? 

“If I play more, I feel better. But, I’m here to help the team win any way I 
can,” he said. “I put the team first. I’ve always been like that. I’ve never 
really been a guy to play 25, 26 minutes. I’ve always been between 18 
and 21. And I think at some point this year I’ll get back up to that.” 

Perhaps he will. But Vlasic also might have his work cut out just to stay in 
the lineup, too. The Sharks got some good minutes from the crop of 
Barracuda blueliners that was forced into duty when Vlasic, Simek, Erik 
Karlsson and Jake Middleton all had to sit out for two weeks. Jaycob 
Megna, Ryan Merkley and Nicolas Meloche all helped the team 
accumulate seven of a possible 12 points during what could have been a 
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disastrous stretch. Megna, in particular, showed a knack for helping to 
clear out the front of the net with his 6-foot-6, 220-pound frame, and 
could be back at some point. 

Hatakka, meanwhile, impressed the coaching staff during training camp 
enough to earn him an opening-night roster spot, and there’s no doubt 
he’ll remain in the lineup alongside Vlasic for Thursday’s game against 
the Blues. And don’t forget about Nikolai Knyzhov, who, assuming his 
recovery from core muscle surgery progresses as planned, will likely be 
back sometime in December or early 2022. 

In other words, it’s a much more crowded group than it has been in 
recent seasons, when Vlasic’s play left a lot to be desired. It’s unlikely his 
leash will be as long this season, simply because Boughner has more 
toys to play with on his blue line. 

Vlasic, though, indicated he isn’t fearful of that potential push from 
underneath by others in the organization. 

“It’s good to have competition. It means no matter who’s in the lineup 
we’ll have a good team to win the hockey game,” he said. “But, no, I don’t 
feel any pressure.” 

Perhaps his performance on Tuesday night was evidence of that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Putrid penalty kill continues to haunt slumping Canucks 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet November 18, 2021, 2:14 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — How do you spell self-destruct? The Vancouver 
Canucks spell it with a P and a K. 

In this rabid market, there are two concurrent jury debates raging about 
the National Hockey League team’s past and future: one based on the 
last eight years, and one on the last 11 games. 

The investigation into the latter isn’t nearly as complex or, even, very 
subjective: the Canucks are losing because they are bleeding goals on 
their penalty kill at a historic rate while their own power play, along with 
marquee forwards Elias Pettersson and Brock Boeser, hibernates. 

Home from a disillusioning road trip in which they were outscored 19-6, 
the Canucks on Wednesday looked again like a decent hockey team, 
dominating the Colorado Avalanche for about 30 minutes mid-game and 
outshooting the Stanley Cup contenders 32-19 at even-strength overall. 

But they lost for the ninth time in 11 games, 4-2, because the Canucks’ 
penalty kill, so named because just about every penalty kills them, 
yielded three more power-play goals to the powerful Avalanche, which 
did all this damage over just four minutes and 11 seconds of advantages. 

Vancouver’s power play managed only two shots (and no goals, of 
course) over roughly the same time: 4:04. In 17 games this season, 
Canucks special teams have built an unfathomable deficit of minus-14 
goals. 

Until Gabriel Landeskog’s empty-netter with 10 seconds remaining, the 
Canucks were headed to their sixth one-goal loss while getting blown out 
on special teams. 

You would think this level of short-handed ineptitude would have 
Vancouver players terrified about taking penalties. But they took three 
questionable ones early in the third period after working all game to build 
a 2-1 lead on an Avalanche team that embarrassed the Canucks 7-1 in 
Denver just last Thursday. 

On the two penalties that resulted in Colorado power plays — an elbow 
behind the play by Alex Chiasson, and an uncharacteristic, retaliatory 
penalty by Quinn Hughes on Samuel Girard — Nazem Kadri and Cale 
Makar scored for the Avalance and that was the game. 

The Canucks are 2-8-1 in the last 11 games and have been outscored 
19-4 on special teams. You read that correctly. 

No wonder they are losing. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Canucks game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“Frustrating to lose, especially with an effort like that,” coach Travis 
Green said. “Five on five was one of our better games of the year and, 
obviously, the penalty kill let us down.” 

But discipline let them down before their penalty kill did. 

Makar’s game-winning slapshot at 3:12 of the third period came just 10 
seconds after Hughes broke his stick cross-checking Girard, who had 
hammered the Canuck with a check at the other end of the ice. The 
penalty gave the Avalanche a four-on-three power play, which for all the 
available space on the ice may as well have been a five-on-three. 

“I got hit and then I don’t think I was planning on doing anything, and then 
he curled up and I just saw him (on the back check) and cross-checked 
him,” Hughes admitted. “Not a good penalty for me to take there at that 
time, and I can’t do anything about it now. I was upset at the hit . . . but I 
can’t be doing that.” 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Hughes knows Canucks have to be better 'guy's aren't doing thier jobs' 

Hughes has been one of the best Canucks during their dreadful start, 
and one of the best defencemen in the NHL for most of his short time in 
the league. Part of the reason the penalty stood out as so reckless was 
because of its unlikely perpetrator. 

“He’s not a guy that does that a lot,” Green said. “Probably a little 
frustrated just on the hit. I was kind of surprised. You know, I will say this: 
Quinn will learn from it. He’s a smart guy. I don’t think you’ll see him take 
that kind of penalty again.” 

Despite the Canucks’ renewed competitiveness after their lost road trip, 
the loss won’t change the debate among the fan base about Green and 
general manager Jim Benning. There were very small but enthusiastic 
pockets of fans chanting “Fire Benning!” late in the game, but it didn’t feel 
like the fan revolt that preceded Mike Gillis’ firing as GM in 2014. 

Still, there are two games to go on this homestand, starting with the 
Winnipeg Jets’ visit to Rogers Arena on Friday. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

“I don’t spend too much time on social media, so I wouldn’t even see it,” 
Hughes said. “But any time you lose like that, you know, there’s going to 
be pressure. For me, I take that personal, too, because the reason 
there’s those conversations is because guys aren’t doing their jobs. We 
didn’t score on the power play and PK hasn’t been good enough. It’s the 
personnel on the ice. So it starts with us and we’ve got to be better.” 

Hughes agreed it’s not possible for the Canucks to have success as long 
as they’re getting routed whenever anyone is in the penalty box. 
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“I feel like we’ve been the better team at five-on-five for the majority the 
games,” he said. “Everyone knows that (special teams) is the problem. 
There’s no secret.” 
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• Sports organizations are changing what they search for in front office 
hires 

• The ramifications of a possible Pittsburgh Penguins sale 

• How the NHL is dealing with positive COVID tests 

Let’s start with Vancouver. 

This is what I think is going on: When you start a season, you try to 
prepare yourself for all outcomes. 

A. “We could be good” 

B. “We’re going to battle for the playoffs” 

C. “We know we’re going to be bad, but we’re going to make the best of 
it” 

D. “Oh God, I hope we avoid a worst-case scenario. I’m going to pray to 
my deity this will happen to someone else.” 

For the Canucks, unfortunately it’s “D.” 

Organizationally, the franchise is reeling from top-to-bottom. They were 
expected to contend in the unpredictable Pacific. Instead, they are 
seventh, six points out of a playoff spot, returning from an 0-3 road trip 
where they were outscored 19-6. Ownership met Monday, and 
Francesco Aquilini met Tuesday afternoon with GM Jim Benning. A 
change at the position was not expected, and that didn’t occur. 

The best predictor of future behaviour is past behaviour. Under Aquilini 
ownership, a top-level management change isn’t made without a ready 
replacement. Dave Nonis to Mike Gillis. Gillis to Trevor Linden. The 
Canucks haven’t had an in-season coaching change since Marc 
Crawford replaced Mike Keenan during the 1999 All-Star Weekend. 

I don’t sense any kind of management/coaching search from the 
organization over the last few weeks. Benning/Travis Green was to be 
their combo for the next two seasons. Absolutely, that could change and 
no one can feel safe. You can sense uncertainty throughout the 
organization from four provinces away. 

I periodically spar with Vancouver’s extremely passionate online fanbase, 
but you can’t blame them now (I’ve seen all of your hot dog-costume 
memes in reply to the report of the meeting). Everyone is scrambling; this 
was supposed to be a breakthrough year. 

Several of our Vancouver-based Sportsnet compatriots -- with a much 
better grasp of market dynamics than mine -- are saying they believe fan 
reaction during Wednesday’s return versus Colorado could determine 
course of action. That’s insane. Certainly, a cratering of ticket sales 
affects change, but to base moves on one night’s festivities is awful 
process and doomed to fail. 

The ownership meetings on Monday were very much about, “Ok, we 
didn’t expect this. If it doesn’t change, we’re going to have to do 

something. What’s that going to be?” In the short term, more than the GM 
or the coach, it’s going to be about fixing on-ice. Part of that is practical, 
part of that is a desire to inform the players that they have to share in the 
blame. There are several problems to address, but no greater mystery 
than what has happened to Elias Pettersson. 

According to our daily Sportlogiq report, Pettersson is tied for sixth in the 
league in cycle chances with 28. Other than that, he’s a stunning non-
factor. Two seasons ago, he had 24 goals from the slot in 68 games. In 
2021-22, he’s got 0 in 16. He’s simply too good for that. It’s never solely 
on one player, but his descent from the usual eliteness torpedoes 
Vancouver’s attack. 

The Canucks have been working for some time to build up his play and 
confidence, but there are no answers so far. I'm not in their room, but that 
sounds like the largest frustration point among the team — adding to the 
tension in the room, on the bench, on the ice and throughout the 
organization. They are thinking about trades, but this is the time vultures 
circle and you’re thrown anvils instead of life preservers. 

You work in an office environment long enough, you know when things 
are nearing DEFCON 1. They’re not there -- yet -- in Vancouver. But the 
events of the last 48 hours mean we’re headed down that road if things 
don’t get better. 

More from Sportsnet 

Why the IIHF is hopeful to introduce 3-on-3 Olympic hockey 

Luke Fox 

As Canucks return home, expect pressure on Benning and Green to be 
supercharged 

Iain MacIntyre 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. If the Canucks do eventually consider any changes, it comes at a time 
when organizations are extremely nervous about the challenges of 
properly vetting candidates for current/future openings -- and 
consequences for failing to do so. Anaheim and Chicago absolutely 
cannot afford mistakes. The league office holds major influence in these 
decisions, and I’m not sure that’s going to change much. But I can see 
more and more teams turning to outside entities in search of fresh 
perspectives, or to make sure they aren’t missing anything. It’s extremely 
common outside the NHL, and inevitable within. 

One influential name many of us wouldn’t know is Mike Forde, executive 
chairman of Sportsology, billed as bringing “a wealth of strategic, 
performance, creative and technical expertise to help your organization 
realize its full potential.” Last April, The Ringer’s Yaron Weitzman billed 
him “The NBA’s GM Kingmaker.” A former Premier League executive 
with Bolton and Chelsea, he created his current business at the start of 
2014. It has a worldwide reach among several different sports. New 
Jersey’s parent owners, Harris Blitzer Sports and Entertainment, is one 
client, which meant Forde had a role in the process that led to Tom 
Fitzgerald being promoted to full-time manager. Washington Capitals 
owner Ted Leonsis used Forde to oversee the NBA Wizards’ GM search 
in 2019. “Mike was recommended to me by (NBA Commissioner) Adam 
Silver,” Leonsis said via email. Forde taught him “not to be bound by 
doing the same old things in the same old ways. We took our time to 
build a leadership group with complementing talents and skills. 
Traditionally, front-office searches look for the ‘one great person,’ and I 
approached the process thinking about how to bring together great 
people around ‘one big goal' of winning a championship.” 

Interestingly, both of those situations resulted in promotions for internal 
candidates, Fitzgerald with the Devils and Tommy Sheppard with the 
Wizards. “Everyone says, ‘Well, that was a long process to get someone 
who was in the building,’” Forde said on this week’s podcast. “Actually it 
was a great process because (Leonsis) could say, ‘I looked around, I 
spoke to multiple people, I saw where the market was, I saw what our 
needs were, and hired two or three different people around (Sheppard), 
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built a braintrust that hopefully now is going to take him in year three to 
great success.’ That’s the silhouette of the future for me and it starts with 
the curiosity of the owner.” That’s the thing that intrigued me most about 
Forde’s work. It’s not simply “We have to get rid of the old,” because that 
doesn’t always make sense and, in the media business in particular, it’s 
led to terrible mismanagement. It’s “we have to find the new and merge it 
with the old that still works.” It’s early, but the Wizards currently lead the 
NBA’s Eastern Conference and the Devils, who are fun to watch, show 
real signs of progress. That Dawson Mercer looks terrific. 

2. Forde isn’t crazy about Sportsology being called a “search firm.” If 
anything, what he wants to do is ask owners to slow down the process 
when they search for someone new. He says that, for example, the 
average coaching/GM search in the NFL lasts 17 days. “(What we do is) 
less about coming with the latest piece of wearable tech or face-
recognition technology, it’s about suspending judgement,” he says. “And 
in 17 days it's pretty impossible to suspend judgement, do a deep dive to 
learn best-practices, next-practices etc., and then come out the other 
side. So what happens is people go, ‘I want to move past x individual, I 
think I’m going to take some time,’ and they get pushed into the next 
thing which is to go to a Super-Bowl winning program, find a number two 
and hope by osmosis that creates success.” His experience is “you have 
more time than you think." 

3. “The first thing is, can you just allow the owners to take a deep 
breath?” Forde adds. “To not listen to the media, not listen to agents, not 
listen to other executives, to say you have to hire someone in three 
days.” The Wizards took four months “just to understand what the future 
could look like before (Leonsis) decided on the front office. Not everyone 
has the luxury of that time, but they certainly have (some) time. We’ll 
encourage ownership groups: stop, stand still. Don’t think there’s a 
unicorn at the end of this, one person who’s going to run it to change the 
future of the franchise. It’s probably going to be built around several 
people in a braintrust. We go through different phases of transformation. 
It might be re-imagining strategy, re-imagining the front office, re-
imagining the type of people that could work for that franchise, re-
imagining a target operating model or different processes, it could be re-
imagining anything that could do with data or technology.” 

I loved his take on five-year plans. “In our experience, that is four years 
of trying things and then in the fifth year, you throw a lot of things at the 
wall and see if it sticks. Right? The challenge of an owner is, when they 
hear that -- and an owner said it to me in a different sport last year -- I’ve 
had two of these guys before, now I’m eight years in and I’m still where I 
was on day one. So how can your business plan as a GM fit the needs of 
the business, not this sort-of utopia four or five years from now?” He also 
says head count has zero correlation to winning, and refreshingly, has 
little time for the analytics vs. eye-test debate, because he doesn’t think 
either is the most important skill. “The people who do this job 
successfully year-after-year…their ability to communicate up and down a 
vertical is non-negotiable.” MLB Oakland’s Billy Beane, immortalized by 
Brad Pitt in Moneyball, had the gift of being able to translate the 
information he considered valuable to the people who needed to 
understand it. 

4. Earlier this week, the NHL’s Executive Inclusion Council 
commissioned a voluntary demographic study of the league-wide 
workforce in order to gain a better understanding “and appreciation” of 
who works in the business. In addition to diversity of people, there’s also 
diversity of thought and experience. When I first joined Hockey Night in 
Canada and watched practice with the Garry Galleys, the Glenn Healys, 
the Kelly Hrudeys, the Greg Millens and the Craig Simpsons, that’s 
where I realized how little I knew. How much there was still to learn. To 
intuitively “see” things that happened. It’s really important to look for fresh 
blood, but I still think about making a critical decision for a hockey team 
without that intuition. 

“Let’s qualify this,” Forde says. “Do I think there’s a baseball president 
who could run an NBA team at a leadership level? Yeah I do, absolutely I 
do. Do I think there’s a leading NFL person who could add value at a 
leadership level in European soccer? Absolutely, because I think 80 per 
cent of the mechanics of the job are very similar. You’re building teams, 

you’re hiring people, you’re managing a process, you’re managing the 
owners, you’re managing the media, there’s a lot of similarities. Now, 
there are thunderbolt moments in every calendar year of each sport 
where you are required to have knowledge that creates a competitive 
advantage. But I do believe that building this commitment to (intellectual) 
diversity into the management is really important. If we have 10 people, 
do we want the top four ranked people to be from outside the sport? 
Probably a bridge too far…But the challenge is this bias, which is unless 
you know and have put the time in and grinded around the league -- you 
can’t have value. And that is not true in our experience. Because we 
have seen people move between sports, come from outside of sports 
and come in and add huge value…Six or seven years ago, the NBA was 
very linear in its thinking about where it could get a competitive 
advantage. It was, ‘Go to the next generation of people who had been 
trained in the some way as the last generation, and ask them to do the 
future job better.’ Which really produces the same results.” 

Last summer, the Dallas Mavericks hired Nico Harrison as their GM. 
Prior to that, he was at Nike for 19 years. “I don’t think we as a business 
could have recommended that three or four years ago,” Forde said. The 
next generation of owners are “coming into this world asking different 
questions, expecting different answers. They are prepared to challenge 
the status quo.” 

5. The Pittsburgh sale has ramifications around the league. I’m very 
curious to see if it gets to $900M. That would be a big number. No one 
has ever confirmed it, but there were rumours a couple of years ago that 
previous sale attempts fell through because the NHL said nothing less 
than $750M. That was before the new US TV deals and should the 
Penguins get to $900M, you have to wonder if we could see more sales. 
Fenway Sports Group wasn’t the only bidder, so there’s interest. Also 
curious to see if Fenway sees the Penguins as the final piece of the 
puzzle with their other properties — the MLB Red Sox, Premier League 
Liverpool — to create their own streaming platform. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

6. It looked weird to see Detroit’s Dylan Larkin pulled mid-game due to 
COVID protocol on Tuesday night. But, unfortunately, it happens. Most 
famous was Justin Turner during Game 6 of the 2020 World Series, 
before he controversially returned to the field during the Dodgers’ 
celebration. Tomas Nosek (then with Vegas) was pulled during a game 
last February. The reason Ottawa was temporarily shut down -- as 
opposed to other COVID situations -- is that enhanced protocols, such as 
testing every day as opposed to every three days, were not slowing the 
spread. That’s why doctors made the call; the virus could not be 
contained. 

7. The number of false positives had players and teams very frustrated, 
but doctors fought hard against cutting the amount of testing. They 
argued it is still the best preventative measure against cancelling games 
or withdrawing from the Olympics. Additions to the protocols included an 
expedited procedure to confirm a false positive; recommending increased 
use of MESA point-of-care tests because of their increased accuracy 
(that’s in the United States for now, with “similar options being explored 
for the Canadian clubs); and point-of-care tests to be administered pre-
game when teams have multiple positives. 

The league continues to resist salary-cap exemptions for teams who are 
forced to play shorthanded or are in extremely tight spots because of 
positive cases. One of my suggestions (not that they’re going to listen) is 
to treat it like a bonus overage, meaning it could come off a team’s cap 
next season if there’s no room now. St. Louis asked for that possibility 
because Scott Perunovich’s bonuses meant there wasn’t room to call him 
up from AHL Springfield until Monday. The 2020 Hobey Baker winner 
was lighting up that league, but had to wait longer than anyone wanted to 
get his NHL reward. 
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8. Teams are starting to ask players who received the one-shot Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine to consider a booster. Before the season, the idea of 
a booster was a real hot-button topic. Clubs were concerned a good 
chunk of players would say no. I think that’s softened, but we will see 
where it goes. On the Olympics, I don’t see three postponed games as 
threatening NHL participation in Beijing. If this continues to happen, that’s 
when you’ve got reason to worry. A positive COVID case in China means 
a three-week quarantine. That would dissuade me more than making up 
games. The NHL long lists are 55 names per country (56 for Canada with 
Carey Price’s special status), but someone was saying that there are 150 
names for some countries when you consider the possibilities if the 
NHLers don’t go. 

9. I think Montreal would consider adding a puck-moving defender. 

10. Boston remains Tuukka Rask’s top priority, but the timeline for a 
return isn’t set. 

11. Andrew Brunette’s going to get a long runway in Florida. 

12. This year’s Russian free agent to watch is right-shot winger Andrei 
Kuzmenko. Sixth in KHL scoring (28 points in 25 games) for perennial 
power St. Petersburg. Never drafted, he will be 26 in February. There’s a 
lot of interest. 

13. New IOC president Luc Tardif said Tuesday that the decision on 
whether China’s men’s hockey team competes in the Olympics will be 
made Nov. 25. If removed, Norway would be the replacement, as the 
highest-ranked nation not currently in the field. 

14. There are approximately seven teams who have indicated interest in 
being the next “Amazon team” should the prime service wish to produce 
another series. Some organizations have said it is not for them, but 
seven would be a promising number. As long as it doesn’t interfere with 
production of more Yellowstone episodes, I’m all in favour. 

15. When it comes to Connor McDavid and John Tortorella, I completely 
disagree with Tortorella’s position on the issue (more on McDavid in a 
moment). What’s frustrating, however, is the way in which strong 
opinions are so voraciously shouted down in hockey. The greatest studio 
show in sports television history is Inside the NBA. If Tortorella said what 
he said on that show, everyone would laugh. Even if they ripped him, it 
would be in a fun way. 

16. As for McDavid, there’s a concern about in-arena attendance -- and 
not just in hockey. I don’t think we really understand yet where this is 
going, but it’s clear that fans are not returning in-person at the anticipated 
level. During the 2005-06 lockout, the NHL took a long look at its on-ice 
product, a move that wasn’t universally praised at the time, but history 
judges very favourably. I’ve said it many times, I think McDavid deserves 
many, many more calls against him than he gets. He’s a mugging victim 
every night. The question I’d be asking if I was the NHL is this: if we want 
to get more people into the building, are we going to have to give our 
fans reason to believe star talents will be given more of an opportunity to 
succeed? I know it’s sacrilege, but if I was concerned about the business, 
I’d be making sure this was a talking point. 

17. The best line so far about attendance? Someone pointed out to me 
that the NHL has already surpassed last year’s numbers, and did so on 
Oct. 22. I thought that was really funny. 

18. During last Saturday’s Hockey Night in Canada, Craig MacTavish 
said that if Toronto hadn’t taken Joseph Woll, the Oilers were going to. 
The Maple Leafs took him 62nd overall. Edmonton was next. Woll won 
his first NHL game that night. 

19. That was a great scene, especially for Woll’s family -- but the best 
thing this week was seeing Kevin Hayes return and score. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

Hayes scores first goal of the year, points to the sky for late brother 
Jimmy 

20. There are some interviews from a few weeks ago I updated and 
wanted to include. The first was with interim Chicago GM Kyle Davidson. 
I was struck by Davidson’s confidence during his introductory media 
conference. Normally, interim hirings step gently, tiptoeing into the news 
cycle. Not Davidson, and I wondered if he believed he might permanently 
keep the job. 

“Nothing I’ve been told is to that extent,” he replied. “I have been granted 
full autonomy, authority and confidence from Danny and Rocky (Wirtz). I 
do have the internal belief that I have what it takes to take over (during 
such a difficult time). That’s the approach I’ve taken personally. I’m going 
to do the job as if it is mine. If I didn’t, I’d be doing a disservice to our 
team and organization. I’m going to learn what needs to be learned, and 
in good time, do what needs to be acted upon. Trust your gut, trust your 
instincts, believe in yourself.” Have you always had that self-confidence? 
“Developing the experience to share my opinion and make my stances 
known happened over time. (When I arrived in) Nov. 2010, it was all 
about learning and finding my way. Where can I be most useful? You 
grow in confidence as you gain insight. There’s a point you feel you come 
into your own. But you don’t know how big a role you can play until time 
comes. I feel comfortable with where I’m at, that I can execute.” 

21. Davidson did not want to discuss what changes we will see in the 
organization in the aftermath of the Kyle Beach investigation. “That’s 
something I will leave to ownership and that leadership group,” he 
answered. “Those changes will be rolled out in a formal setting; specific 
announcements of the steps being taken.” As for how he leads during 
this time, Davidson replied, “We are still processing what happened. It’s 
not something that goes away in days or weeks. You have to give people 
their space. But we are in the middle of a season, so other people in the 
organization are working on the fallout and repercussions -- while I will be 
dealing with the roster and what is going on on the ice.” 

22. Okay, the roster. Dylan Strome scored his first goal of the season in 
the Blackhawks’ last game, a 2-1 victory over Arizona. He played five of 
12 games under Jeremy Colliton, averaging 13:37. He’s played all three 
under Derek King, averaging 11:17 (a double-minor against the Coyotes 
kept him to 8:51 that game). In prior trade talks, they were looking for a 
prospect or a draft pick in exchange. At some point, there will have to be 
a Marc-Andre Fleury decision. “It’s hard to describe where anyone is, 
because we’ve given them a blank slate -- completely wiped away,” 
Davidson said. “Let Derek King find his way. It’s way too premature to 
draw conclusions with any one player. In the near term, and maybe over 
several months, too, I really want to evaluate on and off the ice. The 
future environment off-ice extremely is important to me, it’s integral to the 
success we eventually have. You don’t fully grasp what you have until 
you are there and get information. I have to figure out what I believe is 
the best from that knowledge. 

23. On Connor Ingram’s right arm is a tattoo of a cross and a ring. On 
Oct. 24, as he made his NHL debut in Minnesota, his father, Brent, and 
mother, Joni, tried to contain their emotions 600 kilometres away in 
Imperial, SK. Brent wears a necklace with the cross depicted on Ingram’s 
tattoo. Joni wears the ring. The tattoo reads: “Never Alone.” Ten months 
ago, Connor Ingram felt very differently. Last January, while the 
Predators were having a rough weekend on-ice in Dallas, losing 7-0 and 
3-2 to the Stars, Ingram, the team’s taxi-squad goalie behind Pekka 
Rinne and Juuse Saros, was having a terrible time off of it. He missed 
the team bus to go to the rink, showing up 10 minutes later than 
everyone else. Upon arrival, Ingram went right to goalie coach Ben 
Vanderklok. “(Ben) asked, ‘What’s going on?’ I told him, ‘I can’t do this.’ I 
didn’t want to play hockey. After listening to me, he said, ‘Let’s get you on 
a plane, there’s a program for this, something in place to help.’” 

24. Ingram was consumed by Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, but didn’t 
realize it at the time. “This is the kind of OCD you do not hear about,” he 
said. “You hear about repeatedly washing hands or being incredibly 
organized. My apartment is a disaster, I’m not one of those people. Mine 
was different. I had a compulsion with sexually-transmitted diseases. I’ve 
never had one, but I’d spend countless hours researching wikipedia. I 
had 10 blood tests within a year…I was in a fully-committed relationship 
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so it wasn’t possible for me to have one, but when you’re in a 
relationship, it is very hard to explain.” 

On Jan. 24, Ingram voluntarily entered the NHL/NHLPA Player 
Assistance Program. He spent 40 days there. “I’d never heard of anyone 
out there in the world going through what I was. I explained everything to 
a therapist. She said, ‘You have OCD, that’s what this is.’" It was like a 
thunderbolt hit him. “It was nice to put on a label, to know what it is. Now 
I know there’s a reason for what I’m going through. The world works in 
mysterious ways -- there was another person in Malibu with me…to have 
that person sit across from me and tell me their story, it was amazing. I 
was in tears, because I’m not the only one. People need to talk about it. 
What I went through is something a lot of people go through. As a man, 
we don’t talk mental health a lot. I want people to know they shouldn’t be 
scared to talk about it, because there’s someone out there who 
understands. There’s someone out there who is going through the same 
thing.” 

25. Ingram credits Predators assistant GM and director of hockey 
operations Brian Poile for staying with him in his Dallas hotel room that 
January day where the goalie asked for help. As travel details were being 
finalized, Poile made sure to keep Ingram company. “I remember that 
morning Connor being vulnerable and coming to us genuinely asking for 
help, and our entire team -- players and staff being there to embrace 
him,” Poile said. What did you say? “The details of that time with Connor 
is his story to share. At that moment, I simply wanted to give Connor 
compassion, let him know we sincerely cared about him as a person, and 
we were there to help him and his family any way we could. In 
professional sports, we sometimes forget these are young men, some of 
them not fully developed physically or mentally. In many cases, they 
leave their homes and families in their prime development years to chase 
their NHL dreams. These young men devote the majority of their days 
and years to hockey, and in some cases at a significant compromise to 
the other areas of their life, to become exceptional at the game they love. 
The Predators are truly a family and we care deeply about our players. 
We are actively making efforts to commit people and resources, to help 
our players with their mental health, both for their on-ice performance 
and more importantly to help them better navigate life off the ice.” 

At the start of the program, Ingram was not allowed to communicate with 
anyone. FaceTime with his parents began about a week in, and “you 
could see a change in Connor,” Brent Ingram said. “We are so proud of 
him. You’ve got to give that kid credit, at 23, to realize that things weren’t 
quite right. He’s definitely more positive about things. He’s happier, 
regained his passion, enjoying everything more than he did before.” 
Ingram re-joined the AHL’s Chicago Wolves last April, playing five games 
before injury. The numbers weren’t great (3.48 goals against, .899 save 
percentage), but the attitude was much improved. 

He didn’t have a great reputation for staying in shape, and there were 
rumours about alcohol consumption. When Ingram played in Sweden at 
the start of the 2020-21 season, he missed a flight home because he’d 
been out partying with teammates the night before. “(Alcohol) definitely 
became a coping mechanism, but I’m not a person who would wake up 
and make a screwdriver to get myself straight, nothing like that,” he said. 
“But one thing about OCD is you do things to completion, so instead of 
one or two drinks, I’d have 10. Drinking is one of the things pointing me in 
the direction of things are not right, I’m losing control.” Ingram went back 
to Imperial for his brother’s wedding, then returned to Nashville in July. 
He’d usually stay in Saskatchewan until the annual 
Roughriders/Winnipeg Blue Bombers CFL Labour Day game. Not this 
time. “I re-assessed everything. Who I was, how I approach things,” he 
said. 

26. He also credited teammate Mark Borowiecki, very open about his 
own mental health challenges, for helping him navigate things. In the air 
on a flight from Winnipeg to Minnesota on Oct. 23, Ingram was notified 
he’d be making his NHL debut the next night against the 4-0 Wild. “I 
didn't really have time to get nervous to be honest,” he laughed. “That 
was the best thing about it.” The difficulties of border-crossing during 
COVID made it impossible for Brent and Joni to attend, unfortunately. But 
you can imagine the pride they felt as their son stopped 33 shots in a 5-2 

win. “(Joni) was famous (at WHL) Kamloops,” Brent Ingram laughed. 
“You could never find her, she’d be wandering around, needed to be by 
herself. The joke was she made as many saves as Connor did during the 
game, so was dangerous to sit next to. But if Connor was strong enough 
after all he’s been through to enjoy the moment and relish the game, she 
could do it too. We’re so proud of him. He’s got a saying, ‘It’s not where 
you’re from, it’s where you’re going.’” 

27. Ingram is currently at AHL Milwaukee, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing him back in the NHL. “I’m never quick to judge people. You don’t 
know what they are going through. They could be having a bad day. I 
guarantee somewhere there’s someone going through the same things 
you are. No one should go through it alone, there’s always someone 
willing to listen and relate to you. I know it’s hard to ask for help, but that 
stigma is going away. People have to know there is no shame in asking 
for a hand.” 

28. A few final Jack Eichel notes: he visited Sidney Crosby and Nathan 
MacKinnon last summer in Nova Scotia; was really impressed how the 
community respected their space. At the Sabres’ last Christmas party, his 
gift (from Victor Olofsson) was a photo of Daniel Stern from Home Alone 
with the name “Eichel” atop it. That’s Eichel’s favourite movie, which 
makes it even funnier. Finally, one executive pointed out Eichel's salary 
goes up almost $3.5M with the tax difference between New York State 
and Nevada. 

29. Atop my Hall of Fame “need to get in” list are Daniel Alfredsson and 
Rod Brind’Amour. The Sedins should be shoo-ins next November. 

30. One fun thing about this season is the return of the “Nov. 1 Stat.” 
Many in the sport count American Thanksgiving as the true test of who 
will compete for the playoffs and who won’t. The loser point makes that 
too late, for me. You fall behind early, it’s waaaaaaay too hard to catch 
up. From 2005-06 until 2018-19, just nine of 59 teams who were at least 
four points out after games on Nov. 1 came back to make the playoffs. 
This year, that challenge falls to Arizona, Chicago and Montreal. (In 
COVID-shortened 2019-20, eight teams were below that line: Chicago, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, New Jersey, Minnesota, the Rangers, Ottawa and 
San Jose. The Red Wings, Kings, Devils, Senators and Sharks weren’t 
going to make it. The Blackhawks were hanging by a thread, while the 
Rangers and Wild climbed into the race. No guarantees, but maybe two 
of them.) 

31. NHL job opportunities: Philadelphia (link) and Boston (link). 

32. Angelo Mosca wrestling at Maple Leaf Gardens was a regular event 
of my formative existence. I saw him beat Sgt. Slaughter for the 
Canadian title, battle Ivan Koloff in Russian chain matches and, if my 
memory isn’t failing me, he headlined the last card there before the WWE 
took over the market -- a six-man tag with Buzz Sawyer and Jimmy 
Valiant against The Assassin, Paul Jones and Kamala. Years later, I was 
covering a CFL Hamilton-Toronto game in Hamilton, and someone was 
loudly cheering for the Tiger-Cats in the press box. But no one was going 
to tell Mosca to be quiet. RIP to a legend. 

Note: A few of you reached out to ask if the blog is ending. No, that’s not 
the case. I appreciate your interest, don’t like how it’s been a month, and 
will commit to getting it back on a weekly basis. 
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Building out potential Team Canada Olympic lineups is an excruciating 
task. No matter what you do, you're going to end up cutting some great 
players with a strong case to be there. 

Up front, depending on your outlook, as many as nine spots could 
already be considered locks, leaving one line to more or less fight over. 
On defence, there's going to be tons of turnover from the last NHL 
Olympics and, again, as many as four spots that could be locked in 
already. 

When it comes to the goalies, though, there are no locks anymore and 
the tough decisions start right at the top. 

After the Montreal Canadiens went to the Stanley Cup Final last season 
on the back of their starting goalie, it seemed the net would be Carey 
Price's to lose. He's won Olympic gold before, showed a recent ability to 
carry a team at important points and, crucially, came off as the most 
dependable of the bunch. But after he entered the NHL's Player 
Assistance program this season, his spot on this team is up in the air. 
Price will hopefully return to the ice in the somewhat near future, but it's 
still unclear when he'll return to the Habs' lineup. If and when he does 
come back, Price will be considered in a ranking such as these but, for 
now, we're keeping him out of the mix. 

Without Price the goalie picture for Canada is fascinating. Here are the 
other five goalies in the running and how we'd rank them today. 

1. Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers 

The latest: Hart was the guy you could see coming as the future Team 
Canada goalie. A three-time winner of the WHL's best goalie award, 
silver and gold medals at the World Juniors, and even three games for 
Canada at their World Championship silver medal effort in 2019 where 
he had a 0.70 goals-against average. Then last year happened. The 
2020-21 season brought unique challenges and it was hard to gauge 
proper takeaways from both individual and team performance 
perspectives around the league. But Hart's numbers were so 
uncharacteristically bad (.877, 3.67) that we reasonably could have 
expected him to recover under more normal circumstances. 

So far that has proven to be right. 

The Flyers allow among the most shots in the league, 33.5 per game, 
and are 30th in high danger chances per 60 minutes of play. When you 
account for all situations and ice time, the rate at which Hart faces net 
front opportunities is surpassed by only Anton Forsberg and Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Hart is making a huge difference -- his .896 high danger 
save percentage is fourth-best in the league. In terms of goals saved 
above expected, Hart is the No. 1-ranked Canadian goalie and seventh 
in the NHL. He's all the way back. 

2. MacKenzie Blackwood, New Jersey Devils 

The latest: At first it didn't seem like Blackwood would even be in 
consideration here due to his vaccination status, but in the past few 
weeks he has gotten that done and should be back in these 
conversations. 

His early numbers are very strong, but it's worth pointing out that 
Blackwood's season didn't start until November so he's only played four 
games (and was pulled by the concussion spotter in his most recent 
start). He allowed three goals in three of those games and got a 42-save 
shutout in the other. The Devils are a middle-of-the-pack team in terms of 
shot suppression, but are top 10 in defending against the highest quality 
opportunities in front of the net. 

By raw numbers, Blackwood's .937 save percentage in all situations is 
among the league's best and comes in at No. 1 among Canadian goalies. 
Adjusting for quality, his goals saved statistic is 14th in the league. 

In a normal time where Price would already be Canada's locked-in 
starter, there may only be room for one "young" goalie on the roster and 
that would have come down to either Blackwood (24) or Hart (23). Now 
both of them may be able to play their way onto the Canadian men's 
Olympic team -- and maybe even the top two options. 

3. Jordan Binnington, St. Louis Blues 

The latest: Perhaps surprisingly, the Blues give up a good number of 
high quality shots against -- only Vegas, Detroit, Philadelphia, Edmonton 
and the NY Rangers have averaged more at 5-on-5 so far this season. 
Binnington on his own has faced the second-most high danger shots 
against at 5-on-5 (behind only Robin Lehner), so his workload has been 
pretty heavy so far. His save rate on those quality chances is .845, which 
comes in below some other goalies who have faced a similar amount of 
dangerous chances such as Thatcher Demko, John Gibson and Jack 
Campbell. 

American goalie candidates 

In Group A at the Olympics, Canada will be joined by the USA, Germany 
and, for now, China in the preliminary round, so Canadian hockey fans 
may also be interested in what the Americans are considering for their 
group of goalies. Here are some names in the running and their 2021-22 
NHL stats so far (not a ranking): 

1. Jack Campbell: 9-3-1, .943, 1.68 

2. John Gibson: 9-2-2, .925, 2.33 

3. Connor Hellebuyck: 6-2-3, .914, 2.79 

4. Thatcher Demko: 5-6-1, .898, 3.33 

Binnington has played in 12 of St. Louis' 15 games so far, but relative to 
expectations based on the kinds of shots he's faced, his ranking falls 
down the page a little. According to Natural Stat Trick, in all situations 
Binnington has a minus-0.11 goals saved above average, which ranks 
29th among all goalies with at least five games played. In November 
alone Binnington has an .896 save rate and 3.13 GAA. 

4. Darcy Kuemper, Colorado Avalanche 

The latest: A slow start by the Avs is starting to come around and you 
can see it in Kuemper's numbers. Allowing 16 goals in his first five starts 
has made way for just 10 goals against in his most recent five games. 
That surely has something to do with Colorado's defence improving 
somewhat -- they have allowed just under 30 shots against since Oct. 28 
and were at 33.5 in the couple of weeks before then. Notably, Kuemper's 
workload is perhaps somewhat the most similar to what Team Canada's 
'tender might see in that his team doesn't give up much in the way of 
quality chances. Among 57 qualifying NHL goalies who've played at least 
two games, Kuemper ranks 51st in the amount of high danger chances 
he faces per 60 minutes of action (all situations). And his .889 save 
percentage on these shots is sixth-best overall. 

So Kuemper is doing well with what he's faced so far, but is he standing 
out as a difference maker on his own? Kuemper has saved 0.59 goals 
above expected, which places him below some of the other serious 
contenders on this list. 

5. Marc-Andre Fleury, Chicago Blackhawks 

Last year's Vezina winner, things have been very rocky for Fleury in a 
Chicago uniform this season and while some of that can be attributed to 
his going from Vegas' strong team defence to Chicago's leaky defence, 
the Hawks have actually been slightly improved in this regard from a year 
ago. Through 10 starts, Fleury has been more likely to allow four or more 
goals against than not. 

With a sub-.900 save percentage and 3.50 GAA, Fleury might be playing 
his way off this team -- which perhaps he played his way back into 
consideration for after his 2020-21 performance at 35 years of age. It's a 
little volatile and a risky leap to expect he could return to his Vegas form 
if playing behind Canada's defence. In terms of goals saved above 
expected, Fleury ranks 52 of 58 qualifying NHL goalies with a minus-4.53 
mark. 

We should note, however, that his November has been better. He's won 
three of his past five starts and has posted a .920 save rate in that time, 
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so if he can keep that going perhaps Fleury can move back up these 
rankings. But he is playing from behind now. 
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A lot of evaluating the Leafs this season has been trying to make the 
simple assessment “are they better than last season,” as they were 
plenty good last season too, yet apparently not good enough. GM Kyle 
Dubas by and large opted to pass on making any major shake-ups, 
quadrupling down on his core and instead tinkering at the roster’s fringes. 

Through the first dozen games of the season, the Leafs looked about the 
same team they’ve been. A talented team that would win more than 
they’d lose but were still prone to periods of frustrating inconsistency. 
They lost to underdogs in the Sharks and Kings and Senators, but just 
when you were ready to count them out, they’d push back with solid 
performances against better teams. Those who’ve been following along 
have become familiar with the plot of that movie and how it’s ended. 

As more games have piled up though, it’s becoming clear that David 
Kämpf is providing at least one tangible difference to what they’ve been 
in the past, and his play offers a glimpse of what might even be a “better” 
group than previous iterations. Last year’s Leafs were good defensively, 
but they didn’t have a true shutdown centre the way they do with Kämpf 
(to go along with the surprisingly well-rounded game of Ondrej Kase). 

Among regular players, no NHLer has been put on the ice for fewer 
offensive zone starts than Kämpf, who’s seen just 15 O-zone draws 
through 17 games, which is about 100 less than his teammate Mitch 
Marner. And even with that Kämpf is a positive when it comes to 
possession numbers, shots and shot attempts, expected goals and all 
the rest. Tuesday night with the Leafs up 2-0 in the dying minutes, 
Marner and Auston Matthews went over the boards with Kämpf to close 
the door. His reach and defensive conscience have made him an integral 
part of this forward group. 

Kämpf’s Tuesday showing was the physical embodiment of what he can 
be, what the Leafs want him to be, and how their roster can shake out 
better than last season. He played 15 minutes, 12 of which was at even 
strength, where he saw zero O-zone starts, six D-zone starts, and had an 
expected goals number of 65 per cent. All that means is the Leafs 
generated more and better chances for than they did against while he 
handled tough defensive minutes. 

Because what he does isn’t sexy, I wanted to actually go through 
Kämpf's game to show people the little things he does that help the Leafs 
go from defence to offence. I wanted to show how he prioritizes D-side 
positioning, and why his natural bent towards defence allows his 
teammates to be better, offensively as well. 

We'll start light, in that he simply reads plays well. He’s coming back into 
D-zone coverage from the top of the faceoff circle closest to us here, 
watching the play unfold. His good read doesn’t allow Nashville 
possession of the puck in a dangerous part of the D-zone. 

The clip below is our longest, but best encapsulates the point being 
made. Kämpf is starting in a similar spot as the clip above, but he stops 
before chasing the play behind the net. Seeing the puck goes up high 
and that his D aren’t net-front, he defends that area, tying up the 
Predators' forward. That pile stops a shot getting through, he helps the 

Leafs win the puck and gets skating the other way, and there he makes a 
good touch on the puck to Kase. From defence to offence, just like that. 

Below Kämpf is first on the forecheck, but when the D cuts back he does 
what he almost always does -- he backs up and gets on the defensive 
side of things, making sure he doesn’t get trapped low. When the puck 
gets pushed out into the neutral zone, he’s there a step before 
Nashville’s player, able to push the puck back from Toronto’s end, 
creating a chance the other way. 

He’s at the top of the screen in the GIF below. Watch him notice that 
Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly is a step ahead of him, and 
immediately pull the parachute and pull back to cover for the D-man. 

When he does get trapped below the goal line, he works like hell to get 
back. He starts in the bottom left here, but look at the pride he takes in 
getting back above the puck. 

In this clip below he starts on the left side of the picture, and forechecks 
while staying above his guy. Then he pulls out and acts as F3 (out of the 
frame), surveying the Nashville breakout. Then he gets above the middle, 
snuffs anything dangerous out, and ends up taking the body as Nashville 
dumps the puck in. 

Those clips make the point, but watching his defensive positioning over a 
hockey game is seriously fascinating. Any offence he gets is because the 
way he plays defence moves the puck the other way, and sometimes the 
other team just flat-out makes mistakes. You can basically stop the frame 
at any point during one of his shifts and he’ll be on the right side of things 
defensively… 

Again, and again… 

And again… 

And again… 

And again… 

And again… 

And again. He’s got a strong positional conscience. 

Now, let’s not get it mistaken: he’s not a gifted offensive player, but a big 
part of that is he doesn’t seem to care to be, so much as he knows his 
role and plays it well. In Tuesday night’s game Kämpf had a 2-on-1 with 
Ondrej Kase where he hit the D-man in the shin pad at about knee 
height, and if it hadn’t hit the D, it might’ve hit Kase’s thigh. There are 
moments that leave you wanting there, as there are around the net 
where it’s not entirely clear if Kämpf’s able to raise the puck or not. 

But he can handle it just fine, and he does get himself into good spots as 
you saw on the Leafs' second goal last night. I wouldn’t be stunned if an 
82-game season saw Kämpf score 10 by virtue of playing enough 
minutes with good players and his solid positioning leading to enough 
opportunities. 

In the end though, the Leafs won’t care about all that. If he can handle 
tough assignments and get the puck going the right way, the Leafs will 
have an asset they didn’t possess in the post-season last year, which 
could free up some easier match-ups for their best players in home 
games. If you’re looking for ways the Leafs could be different this year 
than in those previous, a true shutdown third line centre would be at the 
top of the list. 
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TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead of 
Thursday’s game against the New York Rangers. 

John Tavares is looking like an Olympian on and off the ice these days. 
The Leafs centre is second on the team with 15 points in 16 games. He 
also recently served as a model for Team Canada's 2022 Olympic gear.  

  "I got some good ribbing in the room," the 31-year-old said with a smile. 
"It's not my forte, I would say. Keep my day job, that's for sure." 

    — Team Canada (@TeamCanada) October 26, 2021 

Wayne Simmonds started laughing when asked about his captain's photo 
shoot.  

  "We gave him the gears a little bit for it," Simmonds said. "We got 
pictures all over the team chat so it's pretty hilarious, but he looked good. 
A little bit of a different style for Johnny but he rocked it well." 

  "I don't know if it's my style choice, but it's working for him," said 
linemate Alex Kerfoot.  

  "Pretty funny-looking coat there, but it looked OK on him," said big left 
winger Nick Ritchie.  

  "All the guys said some comments about the coat," Tavares noted. "I 
thought it looked pretty good. I don't know." 

  What's not in dispute is how much Tavares wants another shot at the 
Olympics.  

  "Definitely, you can tell," Simmonds said. "He's doing the modelling for 
it. He's playing great right now so he should have a great shot at making 
that team." 

    — BarDown (@BarDown) November 9, 2021 

Tavares is usually a stoic, even-keeled guy with the media, but he lights 
up when the Olympics are mentioned.  

  "It's such a rare opportunity," he said. "Such a unique opportunity. It 
was amazing in Sochi. From a personal standpoint it didn't end great. I'd 
love another opportunity." 

  An injury kept Tavares out of the medal-round games in 2014. Another 
injury cost him the chance to play basically the entire 2021 playoff series 
against the Montreal Canadiens in May. So, you can understand why the 
Oakville, Ont., native is craving best-on-best competition.  

  "He's come in even more focused and driven this season," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "Even though he didn't play in our series, save for a 
couple shifts against Montreal, he's come in as fired up as anyone and 
motivated to improve our group and be better." 

  To stay at the top of the game, you have to get out of your comfort zone 
at times and Tavares has done that. He even organized a team-bonding 
trip to his cottage during the summer.  

  "That's something that he's never done," Keefe pointed out. "A lot of 
players, rightfully so, look at the off-season as their personal time and 
John has a young family and, despite all that, he prioritized getting the 
group together." 

  With eight goals, Tavares is tied for seventh among Canadian forwards 
entering play on Wednesday.  

  "You could tell that he was even more focused and had even extra 
urgency to his preparations so it's not a surprise that he's gotten off to the 
[good] start," Keefe said. "He's in a real nice groove for us producing 
greatly on offence, but doing so while being good on defence as well." 

  If Tavares keeps it up, he may just earn a ticket to Beijing in February.    

  "You just try to be in the moment as best you can," he said. "Wake up 
today and get my oldest ready for school, put my shoes on, get a coffee 

in me and get ready to go out there and have a good practice and 
prepare for tomorrow."  

To stay at the top of the game at age 31, you've got to get outside of your 
comfort zone, so perhaps we shouldn't be surprised that John Tavares 
agreed to be a model for Team Canada's 2022 Olympic clothing line. 
Mark Masters has more. 

---  

Ritchie was benched for part of the second period on Tuesday night after 
taking a slashing penalty.  

  "Not a very smart penalty," the Orangeville, Ont., native admitted. "A 
little bit of frustration, maybe, but I know not to do that any more ... You 
can't take penalties where you're not saving a goal or something like 
that." 

  Earlier in the game, Ritchie had dropped the gloves with Michael 
McCarron, which he says contributed to the lapse in judgment. 

  "I was wound up," he explained. "I had a fight there in the first period 
and just a little bit adrenaline kind of thing more than anything."  

    NICK RITCHIE THROWS DOWN pic.twitter.com/A8x7Ffz65V 

    — Ah yes, the Leafs. (@LeafsAllDayy) November 17, 2021 

"Ritch and I talked before the season even began about penalties and 
finding that balance," Keefe revealed. "Getting in a fight like that, I don't 
have a lot of experience with that, but you can appreciate how it gets you 
fired up and it takes a while to come down from that. But that's the 
challenge, right, is to stay disciplined. So, he missed a few shifts. I got 
him right back in the mix, because I thought he was doing well and there 
was a lot of game left at that time, but those type of penalties we can't 
tolerate." 

  Keefe was sending a message not just to Ritchie, but the entire team.  

  "It's really more about the team, frankly, than it is about Nick, in that 
case, because I do sympathize with the type of game he has to play to 
be engaged and at times you cross that line a little bit and that's part of 
what you get. But you do need to control it there. It's a very tight game 
and retaliatory penalties like that don't really help the team in any way." 

  Before the game, Ritchie was promoted back to the top line alongside 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. And, outside of the penalty, he 
received a positive review.  

  "I actually thought Nick was playing well," said Keefe. "Competing well. 
The fight came to him because of how he was competing and playing. He 
gets some really good, clean contact on one of their top defencemen 
[Mattias Ekholm], which creates a turnover and launches Mitch and 
Auston on a two-on-one and then the fight comes to him." 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 17, 2021 

Ritchie appreciated the chance to play on the top line again after things 
didn't work out during a six-game audition at the start of the year.  

  "It gives you some confidence," he said. "We played a pretty good, solid 
defensive game as a team and didn't give up much. Pretty complete 
effort and the line had a few chances."  

  Ritchie is stuck on just two assists, both on the power play, through 17 
games.  

  "Just got to keep plugging away and shooting and trying my best and 
getting to the front of the net and hopefully something falls soon," he 
said.  

Keefe on Ritchie benching: 'Those types of penalties we can't tolerate' 

After taking a needless slashing penalty in the second period of 
Tuesday's game against the Predators, Nick Ritchie missed a couple 
shifts in the frame. Ritchie says the penalty was a sign of frustration, but 
understands the importance of staying disciplined on the ice, and is 
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focusing on not letting it happen again. Meanwhile, head coach Sheldon 
Keefe explains that those types of penalties will not be tolerated. 

--- 

Ondrej Kase continued his strong play on Tuesday, picking up an assist 
on the insurance goal by David Kampf and then helping preserve the 
lead with a big shot block on Nashville’s Roman Josi late in the third 
period.  

  "I loved it," said defenceman Justin Holl. "Little two-pad stack, you love 
to see it. Those are the plays that win you games and that's a big 
compete play. He's been doing that all year for us." 

  Kase now has a point in four straight games.  

  "He has scored 20 goals in the league," noted Keefe. "He can score. He 
has that skill set, but he plays hard. You can just see it in the way he 
skates — he digs into the ice, he is pushing, and he is giving it everything 
that he's got. That shot block at the end, he is emptying the tank." 

    Huge block by Ondrej Kase pic.twitter.com/LaD5qZ9rSb 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 17, 2021 

The shot left a mark and Kase missed practice on Wednesday.  

  "We're going to see how he is tomorrow," said Keefe. "He went and had 
a picture this morning and it came back clear so that's good news. We'll 
just have to see how he is in the morning." 

  Kase has been a key part of Toronto's new shutdown line this season. 
That group, which starts most shifts in the defensive zone, is suddenly 
starting to score. In fact, Kampf now has goals in consecutive games for 
the first time in his NHL career. 

  "It is great to see them get rewarded, especially for two guys that I 
honestly don't think care if they score," said Keefe. "They know what they 
need to do and bring for the team. These guys don't cut corners at all. 
Those are the guys you want to see get rewarded. They deserve it. They 
generate chances. They're good players. They hold onto the puck. They 
are not only diligent defensively, but they do great things." 

Leafs Ice Chips: After big shot block, Kase misses practice 

Ondrej Kase missed practice after blocking a shot late in Tuesday's win 
against the Predators. Early indications are that it's not that serious, and 
that's good news for the Leafs as Kase has really been starting to come 
into his own with his new team. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Simmonds admits it was tough to sit as a healthy scratch on Saturday 
night in Buffalo.  

  "First time for me in 14 years I've ever been healthy scratched during 
the regular season," he said. "It was a little bit of a tough pill to swallow, 
but we got a lot [of] depth here, right, so every piece of this team is 
extremely important. So, for me, it was trying to get ready for the next 
game and make sure my head was still in it."  

  Does the 33-year-old, who has played 963 NHL games, see value in 
load management?  

  "I don't know," Simmonds said. "We have our Sports Science guys that 
handle that sort of stuff. I'm the type of player that I want to play every 
single night. My role's been reduced a little bit this year so that's up to the 
coaching staff. If it's up to me, I'm playing every game."  

  Simmonds is averaging nine minutes and 29 seconds of ice time per 
game this season, which is last among Leafs forwards. Last season, he 
averaged 11 minutes and 59 seconds of ice time per game.  

  Despite the reduced role, Simmonds is still finding a way to make an 
impact. On Tuesday, he was set to drop the gloves with Mark Borowiecki 
but called off the fight after accidentally poking the Predators 
defenceman in the eye.  

  "I'm not going to attack a guy like that," said Simmonds. "There's no 
point in doing that. I'm not that type of player. I'm not going to attack 
anyone that was vulnerable."  

    "He's a class act. He got me in the right eye. I was going to tuck my 
chin & throw rights but he & the refs said 'Let's be smart about this.' He 
spent time in Nashville & the guys said he's class." 

    -- #Preds Borowiecki re #Leafs Simmonds 

    — Mike Zeisberger (@Zeisberger) November 17, 2021 

'Tough pill to swallow': Simmonds stays focused after rare healthy 
scratch 

After being a healthy scratch on Saturday night against the Sabres, 
Maple Leafs forward Wayne Simmonds says it was the first time that's 
happened to him in 14 seasons, and explains that it was a little bit of a 
tough pill to swallow. 

---  

The competition for jobs at the bottom of Toronto's lineup is only going to 
get fiercer after the team acquired gritty winger Kyle Clifford from the St. 
Louis Blues on Tuesday afternoon.  

  "I have come to really respect Cliff, who he is as a person, and what he 
has accomplished in the league," said Keefe. "We would've liked to have 
seen him return to us a season ago, but having him back in the 
organization now, I think it will be a very welcoming group if and when he 
gets with us. I believe over time, he will find his way here. Just the fact 
that he is in our organization, adding to our depth — it is a positive thing 
for us." 

  Clifford, who played 16 games for the Leafs during the 2019-20 season, 
passed through waivers prior to the trade on Tuesday.  

  "He hasn't played much this season," Keefe pointed out. "He was on the 
COVID list for a while there and missed a good period of time. He has 
only played two games this season. My understanding is that he is going 
to go down to the Marlies and get himself up and running." 

    Today on First Up with @Aaron_Korolnek and @CarloColaiacovo, 
Carlo discussed Nick Ritchie and his inspired performance against the 
#Preds pic.twitter.com/UNfEwLuE6w 

    — First Up with Korolnek and Colaiacovo (@FirstUp1050) November 
17, 2021 

--- 

Jack Campbell loves pumping the tires of teammates, but he is usually 
tightlipped when it comes to his life and game.  

  "I don't really, normally, share too many personal things," the 29-year-
old said.  

  On Tuesday night, after shutting out the Predators in the 100th game of 
his NHL career, the goalie made an exception when asked about Dion 
Phanuef. The former Leafs captain officially retired on Tuesday and was 
honoured in a pre-game ceremony. Phaneuf finished his career in Los 
Angeles at the same time that Campbell was in the process of reviving 
his.  

  "He's truly a legendary teammate," Campbell said.  

    Thank you & congratulations, Dion   #LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/SWd8Ww2yQ0 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 17, 2021 

On Feb. 17, 2018, Campbell made the second start of his NHL career. 
The stakes felt high.  

  "It was my only shot to really prove I'm ready," Campbell recalled. "It 
was my first start since I was like 20, 21-years-old and Dion came up and 
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gave me a pep talk. I'll never forget that. I'll keep the words between us, 
but I really appreciated that." 

  Campbell stopped 41 of 42 shots in a win over Vegas that night. It was 
part of a steady rise back up the ranks.  

  A first-round pick in 2010, the Michigan native is now finally established 
as an NHL starter. Campbell actually leads the NHL in save percentage 
(.943) this season and is starting to get questions about his candidacy for 
the United States Olympic team. Campbell shrugs off those queries, 
saying he's too busy to think about much beyond the next game. He's 
already played in 14 of Toronto's 17 games this season.  

  "I'm just trying to have as much fun as I can," he said.  

  In that regard, Toronto's goalie coach has been a key ally.  

  "Steve Briere has been unbelievable for me," Campbell said. "His work 
ethic is second to none. It's unbelievable. I don't want to say too much, 
but he just does it all for me. He pushes me. We have a great time every, 
single day and have a lot of fun." 

  A recent example came after Monday's practice when Campbell proudly 
brought a trophy onto the ice ahead of some breakaway work.  

  "Stevie built it from scratch," said Campbell with a laugh. "What can I 
say about him, he backs it up. He works. We just wanted to build some 
internal competition for practice days and put something on the line. The 
guy or the team that does the best in the shootout that day gets the 
trophy." 

    Jack Campbell brought a trophy onto the ice ahead of some post-
practice shootout work 

    Keefe: “The only thing that I can say about that is goalie coaches & 
goalies in general do strange things, but you generally give them some 
rope, because they’re so important to the team …” 
pic.twitter.com/WSHYxnPD6I 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 15, 2021 

Campbell on his hot start: 'I'm just trying to have as much fun as I can' 

After picking up his seventh career shutout in his 100th career game, 
Maple Leafs goaltender Jack Campbell discusses what he liked about 
the team's win against the Predators, what his milestone victory means to 
him, what the biggest reason is for his great start to the season, and 
more. 

--- 

  Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

  Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Semyonov  

Bunting - Spezza - Simmonds  

  Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Dermott  

Liljegren  

  Campbell  

Woll  

  Absent: Kase  

Injured: Mikheyev, Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Travis Yost: Underlying numbers point to a scoring surge for 
Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Is Auston Matthews ready to take off? 

It’s amusing to theorize about a breakout to the upside for a player who is 
already scoring at a point-per-game pace (seven goals and seven assists 
in 14 games), but Matthews is unique. 

We are talking about a star centre whose career average is well above 
the point-per-game threshold, and, more specifically, a player who has 
averaged about 0.6 goals per game over that span. He is not far 
removed from off-season wrist surgery but returned to the Maple Leafs 
lineup on Oct. 18. 

It’s been curious watching the Maple Leafs this season, and Matthews’ 
line in particular. The power play has been dynamic (9.3 goals per 60 
minutes; seventh in the NHL), but the scoring at even strength has been 
lacklustre. Through Wednesday, only six teams were less effective than 
Toronto at finding the back of the net there. 

The early theory has been a lack of puck luck, so to speak, has 
neutralized the Toronto attack. The Maple Leafs are shooting 6.7 per 
cent as a group at even strength, despite generating more scoring 
chances than any other team in the league. At some point, heavy 
shooting volumes – where much of those shots are coming from the low 
slot and the interior – are going to win out. 

Bringing this back to Matthews for a moment, he has just three goals at 
even strength this year and his line is converting on just 7 per cent of 
their shots. He’s played all his minutes with some combination of William 
Nylander, Michael Bunting, and Mitch Marner on the wings, plus a heavy 
dose of the Morgan Rielly pairing behind him. 

As a group, they are dominating their opponents – something to the tune 
of 63 per cent expected goals and 58 per cent of the shots to the favour 
of Toronto. But because of the poor shooting performances, the goal 
differentials (+2) are underwhelming. 

If we look at the offensive end of the ice, we notice three things. 

First, the shot profile with Matthews on the ice is blistering in the 
offensive zone, with heavy pressure being applied from between the 
circles (via HockeyViz): 

Second, that Matthews individually is generating heavy (and sustained) 
volumes of scoring chances, as he has done throughout his career. The 
goal scoring stretches that ebb and flow over the course of his regular 
season have only been in one direction this season, which is quite 
unique: 

Third, look at Matthews’ own shooting baselines, with the added context 
that (a) the players and environment around him have not changed; (b) 
there isn’t an age concern; (c) the rest of Toronto’s stats are right in line 
with expectations and prior seasons.  

These are the hallmark signs of a player who is going to see favourable 
regression in short order. Think of the components we have already 
quantified that should be tailwinds for Matthews’ offensive recovery: 

-          He is near a career low in shooting percentage 

-          He is at a career high in individual shot generation 

-          His line is generating career-high shot volumes and scoring 
chances 
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-          His line is conceding about the same amount of scoring chances 
and shots as last year, indicative of little relative time spent in the 
defensive zone 

-          He is playing more than 20 minutes a night, and generally with the 
same players who have been around during previous scoring outbursts 

Matthews isn’t off to a poor start, but he is off to a slow one relative to our 
expectations – transitioning from one of the best goal scorers in the world 
to being tied for 79th and trailing the likes of Buffalo’s Tage Thompson 
and Calgary’s Milan Lucic is a bit of unchartered territory for the 24-year 
old. 

The good news for Toronto fans, and the bad news for everyone else? 
All things remaining equal, Matthews looks primed for an offensive 
explosion. 
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