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Canes’ Seth Jarvis looks like he’ll stick in the NHL. What does his junior coach say? 

By Chip Alexander 

Mike Johnston has coached Seth Jarvis for 159 games. He 
also realizes he probably has coached him for the last time. 

Johnston is the head coach, general manager and senior 
vice president of the Portland Winterhawks of the Western 
Hockey League. He has had Jarvis for parts of four seasons 
in junior hockey, and has been impressed by the forward’s 
skill, speed and his drive to succeed since first seeing him at 
age 14. 

“I saw Seth in a summer tournament for the first time and he 
was playing with an all-star team from Manitoba,” Johnson 
said in a News & Observer interview Friday. “His team was 
down three or four goals late in the game and he kind of 
drove the pace of the game, with the energy and the 
compete, to get them back in the game. 

“That was the first time and I thought, ‘Wow, this guy.’ And 
he was really small then. He played with energy and drive 
and he wanted to make a difference in the game, and that 
trait continued. He was a difference-maker and he wanted to 
be a difference-maker.” 

Johnston said he was watching Jarvis again Thursday night 
— playing for the Carolina Hurricanes against the Anaheim 
Ducks — being a difference-maker. With the score tied 1-1 in 
the third, Jarvis scored the go-ahead goal after some 
relentless work in front of the net from linemates Sebastian 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. The Canes won 2-1, ending the 
Ducks’ eight-game win streak. 

Decision time for the Canes 

It was Jarvis’ eighth NHL game. The 19-year-old rookie, the 
Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020, will play his ninth 
Saturday against the Los Angeles Kings. If he plays a 10th, 
Monday at San Jose, the first year of his entry-level contract 
with the Hurricanes will be activated. 

The Canes (13-2-0) can either keep Jarvis up for the 2021-
22 season or send him back to Portland for the season. 
Those are the two options. 

Johnston, a former head coach with the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
said he has not been officially informed by the Hurricanes 
about their decision. But he expects Jarvis to stay with the 
Canes. 

“I think so, yeah,” he said. “Unfortunately I hate to say that, 
but I think so. You never know as the year goes along 
because Carolina has a good team. They’re going to be a 
team that’s going to have a long run in the playoffs. 

“It’s always a debate. If he’s getting quality playing time and 
he’s keeping his confidence, he should be in the NHL. If he’s 
not, he should be back in junior to try and carry a team to a 
championship but also try and keep his game at a high 
level.” 

Jarvis’ development a priority 

Johnston said he stays in contact with Canes assistant 
general manager Darren Yorke and receives updates on 
Jarvis’ status. 

“For our program, when we lose a player like Seth it’s a big 
loss at the junior level,” Johnston said. “But when I look at it, 
that’s the purpose of our league. We’re a development 
league. We’re supposed to put players in the NHL and if we 
do that, here in Portland we’ll get better players who want to 
come to Portland. 

“That’s probably why Seth came to Portland. We put players 
in the NHL. Seth had options to go to college and he chose 
Portland. So on one side, you’re thrilled and happy for Seth 
and on the other you’re disappointed you can’t have him as 
part of your program. But in the long run it’s going to better 
for our program.” 

Jarvis now has three goals and an assist in eight games with 
the Canes and has scored the game-winner in each of the 
past two road games, against the Vegas Golden Knights and 
the Ducks. Twice this season he has had goals taken away, 
the first after Jarvis was ruled to have been offside entering 
the zone. 

Jarvis was awarded his first NHL penalty shot Thursday but 
failed to convert against goalie John Gibson. That steamed 
him a little, but he then scored the winner, banking a shot 
from behind the goal line off Gibson. 

“That says a lot about him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “He was a little upset, you could tell, that 
he didn’t score on the penalty shot. Then maybe his next 
shift he (scores). He’s been good for us, obviously. He’s 
definitely proven his worth.” 

Handling the grind 

One question about Jarvis is whether he can handle the 
grind of an 82-game NHL season. He’s 5-11 and 175 pounds 
and he spends a lot of time around the net, where big bodies 
often roam and hit. 

“With us, the bigger the defensemen who came after him, his 
game just took off,” Johnston said. “He went right back at 
them and competed at a higher level.” 

Johnston also believes Jarvis is better suited as an NHL 
winger, saying, “On the wing I think he gets more room, more 
space, more time to slash into open areas.” 

There is the matter of maintaining his confidence during the 
inevitable rough patches. Johnston said he coached the 
Canes’ Nino Niederreiter when the forward was with the 
Winterhawks, saying, “The hardest thing for him was when 
he wasn’t scoring he struggled a little bit mentally to stay with 
it and keep his confidence. 
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“Every player goes through those phases where you’re not 
contributing like you think you can. For me, it’s once you get 
to the NHL how do you handle that mentally? Can you 
handle the highs and lows? Junior hockey simulates the NHL 
a little bit but there’s nothing like 82 games in the NHL.” 

That’s what Seth Jarvis is shooting for: 82 regular-season 
games in the NHL in 2021-22. 

“There will be highs and lows for Seth,” Johnston said. “I 
think Seth is a pretty grounded guy, so he should be able to 
work his way through it. He’s obviously on a high right now.” 

Carolina Hurricanes at Los Angeles Kings 

When: Saturday, 4 p.m. 

Where: Staples Center, Los Angeles. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC- 99.9 FM

 

 

 

 

Mailbag: Six On The Six-Gamer 

Your Questions From The Twittersphere, Answered 

By Walt Ruff 

EL SEGUNDO, CA - Happy Friday, everyone. 

They say everything is better when you're winning and that 
certainly does feel the case as the team is now two pretty 
impressive wins into their six-game road trip. The team is 
practicing today at the Toyota Sports Performance Center, 
official practice facility of the Los Angeles Kings, and that 
allows us some time to discuss the questions you've sent in 
on Twitter. 

Thanks to everyone, as always, this has become one of the 
more enjoyable parts of each week, selfishly. As some of you 
may recall from my first mailbag now close to two months 
ago, I'd mentioned that eventually maybe we'd change the 
name of this weekly segment, brought to us by Segra. I'm 
open to your thoughts, so if you've got an idea for a rebrand, 
I'm all ears. 

Additionally, I'd like to open this style of piece up to where it's 
not just me answering questions each week, Ideally, we will 
start having questions be specific to a certain player, coach 
or staff member that we'll have as a guest. This isn't just 
limited to on-ice personnel either, I'd also love to include 
team business staff members. I've said it several times 
already this year, and those that have experienced hockey in 
other NHL markets know this, but the way this team operates 
is so unique in comparison to others. It's beyond time to start 
showcasing some of the incredibly wise people that make 
things happen behind the scenes here, too. 

Consider it a homework assignment for the next few weeks, 
if you will. Who would you like to have as our first celebrity 
responder? 

I digress, let's discuss today's questions: 

Do you know what city you're in? - @johnnybolla 

Right now? El Segundo. Two hours ago? Los Angeles? Two 
hours from now? Los Angeles. 12 hours ago? Anaheim. 36 
hours ago? Vegas. No rest for the wicked on this trip, Jeff. 

Since they'll be on the road through the holiday, what's the 
team's plan for Thanksgiving? - @kayteeanne3393 

Great question, Katy. The team does have something 
planned for the guys upon arrival in Philadelphia. 

#RuffQuestions - you seem to be a person who uses both 
the eye test and analytics.  When did you start digging into 
analytics? And is Andersen's performance in goal what you 
expected or is this a pleasant surprise to you? - 
@dabrams2021 

I typed the above before viewing questions and I certainly 
don't hate #RuffQuestions. Nice work, Doug. In regard to 
analytics, I'm incredibly novice with my knowledge. They 
enamor me but I have a lot to learn. I try to incorporate what I 
do understand but admittedly a lot of my learning has come 
this year, analytics aren't really an accessible thing in the 
WHL, AHL, ECHL or NAHL. I hope to continue learning 
more. 

On Andersen, I don't know if anybody, himself included, 
could have predicted 10 wins in 12 starts with a sub 2.00 
goals against average to begin his tenure here. That's very 
impressive. It's too early to start talking seasonal awards but 
the league certainly took notice by naming him a star for the 
month of October. So, to answer your question, I think 
pleasant surprise is the determination indeed. 

Update on Jarvis? Will he stay or will he go? - @sbeers12 

This is the million-dollar question that our market of reporters 
would I'm sure also love the answer to. Unfortunately I don't 
have that for you and that decision will be for Don Waddell to 
announce next week, but it feels hard to imagine him leaving, 
given how well he has played. The only issue is that it 
creates a really, really tough situation for a really talented 
healthy forward that will have to be out of the lineup. Time 
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will tell, Silas, but we're down to the final days without 
knowing. 

How come we don't have the Seth Jarvis tee shirt up and 
running in the pro shop? - @HHandorf 

I'm sure they're coming, Howie. Of course those sort of 
things have to be ordered well in advance and six weeks ago 
I'm not sure anybody could've predicted him being in this 
position then. If he didn't make the team, the same demand 
wouldn't be there. With that being said though, now I'm sure 
they'll be flying like hotcakes when they do come in. As you 

are probably aware, COVID-19 related supply chain issues 
are causing a huge headache, too. 

If I may also, I'd like take a second to applaud our retail 
team. We've got an all-new crew in there this year and 
they've hit it out of the park. The t-shirt sale after the 
Montreal win was hectic but they turned it around in 
unbelievable time. 

That's all for this week, y'all. Have a safe and happy 
weekend. Remember, special afternoon start time tomorrow!

 

Preview: Canes at Kings 

An LA matinee brings the team to the midway point of their 
road trip 

By Walt Ruff 

LOS ANGELES, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes west coast 
swing takes them to the City of Angels today, meeting the 
Los Angeles Kings for a special Saturday afternoon contest. 

When: Saturday, November 20, 4 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 13-2-0 (26 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 2-1 Win over the Anaheim Ducks on 
Thursday, November 18. 

Kings Record: 8-6-2 (18 Points, 5th - Pacific Division) 

Kings Last Game: 2-0 Loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Wednesday, November 17. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Keep The Foot On The Gas: The Canes showed up in Vegas 
and handed the Golden Knights their first loss on home ice in 
over three weeks. Then they flew to Anaheim to snap the 
Ducks eight-game win streak. It's "all systems go" for the 
Metropolitan Division leaders right now, who are finding ways 
to win games against very good and very hot teams. The 

challenge for today will be to keep the same energy against 
the Kings. 

A Better Start: Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said both 
Thursday post-game and Friday at media availability that he 
did not like his team's start against Anaheim, despite the win. 
He felt as if his team gave up too many chances, but gave 
his team credit by saying that they got better as the game 
went on. Look for the Canes to come out of the gate stronger 
this afternoon. 

Watch For The Bounce Back: Prior to dropping their two 
most recent contests to Washington and Winnipeg, the Kings 
had won seven in a row. They'll try and get back to their 
winning with an emphasis surely being on scoring after being 
shutout by the Capitals early this week. 

Doing It Big: The Hurricanes 13 wins in their first 15 games is 
the most in team history through that margin. They also 
currently have the highest points percentage of any NHL club 
(.867). Frederik Andersen's six wins away from PNC Arena 
pace the league and his 10 in total are tied for tops in the 
NHL. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Forward Teuvo Teravainen needs one goal 
to reach 100 in the NHL and today will be Jordan Staal's 
599th game as a Hurricane. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters today. They will wear their white sweaters 
each game on this trip.
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NHL On Tap: Panthers try to stay perfect at home 

Islanders to open new arena against Flames; McDavid, Kane 
surging entering Oilers-Blackhawks game 

Welcome to the NHL On Tap. Three NHL.com writers will 
share what they are most looking forward to on the schedule 
each day. Today, their choices from the 12 games Saturday. 

PANTHERS LOOK TO STAY PERFECT AT HOME 

The Florida Panthers will try to improve to 10-0-0 at FLA Live 
Arena when they host the Minnesota Wild (6 p.m. ET; BSFL, 
BSN, BSWI+, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). Florida (12-2-3) is 2-0-0 
on a four-game homestand after defeating the New Jersey 
Devils 4-1 on Thursday in its first game without center 
Aleksander Barkov, who is week to week with a knee injury. 
The Panthers lead the NHL with an average of 4.78 goals 
per game at home, where they are allowing an average of 
2.00 goals per game (tied for fourth). Minnesota (11-5-0) 
begins a three-game road trip with a back-to-back set, facing 
the defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning 
on Sunday. Minnesota is 6-3-0 on the road and will seek to 
carry momentum from a 7-2 home win against the Dallas 
Stars on Thursday when forward Kirill Kaprizov scored four 
points (one goal, three assists). -- David Satriano, staff writer 

ISLANDERS TO CHRISTEN UBS ARENA 

After 13 straight road games to begin the season, the New 
York Islanders open their new home, UBS Arena, against the 
Calgary Flames (7 p.m. ET; SNW, MSG+, MSG+2, ESPN+, 
NHL LIVE). New York (5-6-2) hopes to bring some of the 
magic from Nassau Coliseum, where it was 21-4-3 last 
season, and can use some home cooking after getting 
outscored 19-4 in losing its past four games. Losing 
defenseman Ryan Pulock for 4-6 weeks with a lower-body 
injury and having forwards Anders Lee, Josh Bailey and 
Ross Johnston in NHL COVID-19 protocol won't help. 
Calgary (9-3-5) is 2-1-2 through five-games of a season-high 
seven-game trip and 7-2-2 on the road this season. Jacob 
Markstrom made 27 saves for his NHL-leading fifth shutout 
of the season in a 5-0 win against the Buffalo Sabres on 
Thursday. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

OILERS, BLACKHAWKS COULD FILL HIGHLIGHT REEL 

Anytime you have Connor McDavid and Patrick Kane on the 
ice in the same game, there's a good chance of something 
spectacular happening. So, when the Edmonton Oilers (12-
4-0) host the Chicago Blackhawks (10 p.m. ET; CBC, SN, 
CITY, NBCSCH, ESPN+, NHL LIVE), get your popcorn 
ready. McDavid extended his season-opening point streak to 
16 games with another amazing goal in a 2-1 win against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Thursday, going 1-on-3 before beating 

goalie Connor Hellebuyck high to the blocker side. The 
center is second in the NHL with 30 points (11 goals, 19 
assists) behind teammate Leon Draisaitl (33 points; 17 goals, 
16 assists). And Kane remains a dazzling offensive force. He 
leads the Blackhawks (5-9-2) with 17 points (six goals, 11 
assists) in 12 games, is coming off consecutive two-point 
games, and his work with linemate Alex DeBrincat has been 
outstanding; just check out their puck movement and passing 
that led to defenseman Seth Jones scoring on a tap-in during 
a 4-2 win against the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday. -- 
Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

SATURDAY SCHEDULE 

Carolina Hurricanes at Los Angeles Kings (4 p.m. ET; BSW, 
BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Hurricanes (13-2-0), looking to extend their three-game 
winning streak, are 7-1-0 on the road after wins at the Vegas 
Golden Knights (4-2) and the Anaheim Ducks (2-1) to start a 
six-game trip. The Kings (8-6-2) had an eight-game point 
streak (7-0-1) end with a 2-0 loss to the Washington Capitals 
in the first game of their seven-game homestand 
Wednesday. Los Angeles goalie Jonathan Quick is 4-1-0 
with a 1.19 goals-against average and a .963 save 
percentage in his past five starts. 

New Jersey Devils at Tampa Bay Lightning (4 p.m. ET; 
NHLN, SN, BSSUN, MSG+, NHL LIVE)  

The Devils (7-5-3) have lost three straight (0-2-1) heading 
into their visit to Amalie Arena. The Lightning (9-3-3) have 
points in nine consecutive games (7-0-2) overall and are 4-0-
2 in their past six at home. Tampa Bay forward Brayden 
Point has scored a goal in three consecutive games. Dougie 
Hamilton's five goals for New Jersey are tied with Aaron 
Ekblad of the Florida Panthers for second in the NHL among 
defensemen behind Roman Josi of the Nashville Predators 
(six).  

Minnesota Wild at Florida Panthers (6 p.m. ET; BSFL, BSN, 
BSWI+, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Panthers have won 13 regular-season games in a row at 
home, including nine this season, dating to April 24 of last 
season. The Wild are averaging 2.78 goals per game on the 
road compared to 4.29 at home. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Toronto Maple Leafs (7 p.m. ET; 
NHLN, CBC, SN1, SNO, SNP, ATTSN-PT, NHL LIVE) 

The Penguins (6-6-4) ended a three-game losing streak with 
a 6-0 win at the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday to begin a 
three-game road trip. The Maple Leafs (12-5-1) have won 
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five in a row and 10 of their past 11. Center Sidney Crosby, 
who missed 12 of Pittsburgh's first 13 games while 
recovering from offseason wrist surgery and in NHL COVID-
19 protocol, scored his first goal of the season Thursday. 
Toronto center Auston Matthews has scored seven points 
during a five-game point streak (two goals, five assists).  

Nashville Predators at Montreal Canadiens (7 p.m. ET; CITY, 
SNE, TVAS, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Canadiens (4-13-2) will try for their first win in five 
games (0-3-1) when they host the Predators (9-6-1). 
Nashville had a three-game winning streak end with a 3-0 
loss at Toronto on Tuesday. Montreal is 31st in the NHL with 
an average of 2.00 goals per game and 30th with an average 
of 3.53 goals allowed per game. 

Calgary Flames at New York Islanders (7 p.m. ET; SNW, 
MSG+, MSG+2, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

Forward Brock Nelson leads New York with seven goals and 
nine points. Forward Andrew Mangiapane has scored 11 of 
his Calgary-high 12 goals on the road. Flames defenseman 
Oliver Kylington has scored five points (two goals, three 
assists) during a five-game point streak. Calgary is fifth in the 
NHL on the penalty kill (87.3 percent), and New York is 31st 
on the power play (12.5 percent). 

Boston Bruins at Philadelphia Flyers (7 p.m. ET; NBCSP, 
NESN, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Flyers (8-4-3) will wrap up a three-game homestand; 
they are 1-0-1 on it following a 4-3 shootout loss to the 
Lightning on Thursday. The Bruins (8-5-0) will resume play 
after five days off following a 5-2 win against the Canadiens 
on Sunday. Philadelphia forward Kevin Hayes' status is 
unclear after he missed the game Thursday with an 
undisclosed injury. 

Detroit Red Wings at Arizona Coyotes (8 p.m. ET; BSAZ, 
BSDET, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Red Wings (8-9-2) will try to salvage the finale of their 
four-game road trip after losing the first three games. The 
Coyotes (2-13-2) have points in two straight (1-0-1) for the 
first time this season following a 5-4 shootout loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. Goalie Scott 
Wedgewood is 2-1-1 with a 2.39 GAA and .932 save 
percentage in five games (three starts) since Arizona 
claimed him off waivers from New Jersey on Nov. 4. Rookie 

defenseman Moritz Seider practiced with Detroit on Friday 
after leaving in the third period of a 5-2 loss at the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Thursday when he blocked a shot with his 
right knee. 

St. Louis Blues at Dallas Stars (8 p.m. ET; BSSW, BSMW, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

Dallas (6-7-2) opens a three-game homestand looking to 
rebound from a 7-2 loss at Minnesota on Thursday. St. Louis 
(9-5-2) got its first win in five games (1-3-1) with a 4-1 victory 
against the San Jose Sharks on Thursday. Blues forward 
Jordan Kyrou has scored eight points (six goals, two assists) 
during an NHL career-high six-game point streak. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Vegas Golden Knights (10 p.m. 
ET; ATTSN-RM, BSOH, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Golden Knights (10-7-0) are 4-1-0 through the first five 
games of a six-game homestand that they'll finish against the 
Blue Jackets (9-5-0), who have won their past two games. 
Columbus forward Boone Jenner has scored nine goals in 14 
games this season after scoring eight in 41 games last 
season. Blue Jackets forward Jakub Voracek has scored 10 
points (one goal, nine assists) during a seven-game point 
streak. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Edmonton Oilers (10 p.m. ET; CBC, 
SN, CITY, NBCSCH, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

Defenseman Duncan Keith, a three-time Stanley Cup winner 
with Chicago, will face the Blackhawks for the first time since 
being traded to the Oilers on July 12. Chicago is 4-0-0 since 
Derek King took over as coach when Jeremy Colliton was 
fired Nov. 6. Edmonton is 7-1-0 at home, including a 2-1 
shootout victory against the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday. 

Washington Capitals at San Jose Sharks (10:30 p.m. ET; 
NBCSCA, NBCSWA, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Sharks (8-7-1) return home to host the Capitals (10-2-5) 
after going 2-3-0 on a five-game road trip. Washington is 5-0-
1 in its past six games, including 1-0-1 through the first two 
of its four-game road trip. San Jose forward Timo Meier has 
scored six points (two goals, four assists) during a four-game 
point streak. Capitals forward Garnet Hathaway has five 
goals and one assist in the past four games after not scoring 
a point in the first 13. 

New York Rangers at Ottawa Senators, postponed
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Hurricanes play the Kings on 3-game win streak 

Carolina Hurricanes (13-2-0, first in the Metropolitan) vs. Los 
Angeles Kings (8-6-2, third in the Pacific) 

Los Angeles; Saturday, 4 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Kings +127, Hurricanes -
151; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina heads into a matchup against Los 
Angeles as winners of three consecutive games. 

The Kings are 5-3-0 at home. Los Angeles ranks fourth in the 
Western Conference with 34.2 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.6 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 7-1-0 on the road. Carolina ranks third in 
the Eastern Conference averaging 5.9 assists per game, led 
by Andrei Svechnikov with 0.7. 

The teams match up Saturday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Anze Kopitar leads the Kings with 
eight assists and has 16 points this season. Alex Iafallo has 
five goals and five assists over the last 10 games for Los 
Angeles. 

Svechnikov leads the Hurricanes with 18 points, scoring 
seven goals and adding 11 assists. Tony DeAngelo has 
three goals over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Kings: 7-2-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.6 
assists, three penalties and 6.5 penalty minutes while giving 
up 1.8 goals per game with a .941 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 2.9 goals, 5.2 assists, 4.8 
penalties and 10.9 penalty minutes while giving up 1.9 goals 
per game with a .930 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Kings: None listed. 

Hurricanes: None listed.
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November Prospect Check In 

The Hurricanes’ future looks as bright as ever based on the 
early returns in the pipeline this season. 

By Matthew Somma 

We’re close to the quarter season mark for a lot of our 
prospects, so now is a good time to check in and see which 
ones are playing well, whose stock has risen and whose has 
taken a bit of a hit early on. Overall, I’m happy with most of 
Carolina’s prospects, and I’ve seen tangible growth with the 
majority of the players in our pipeline. As is always the case, 
a few players fall short of expectations or hit slumps. 
Development is almost never linear and any normal player 
will have a slump from time to time.  

As always, I won’t attempt to determine a player’s future in 
this article. If anything, it’s a benchmark to measure where 
the Canes’ prospects were at the start of their seasons as 
opposed to now. It’s an opportunity to spot ways that our 
prospects are developing and to measure trends in each 
player’s game that could be positive or negative. 

Risers 

Scott Morrow (UMass) - Morrow has settled in for UMass as 
of late and is the team’s second-highest scorer with nine 
points in 10 games to start his collegiate career. Honestly, 
things couldn’t be going better for Morrow. He had a three-
game goal-scoring streak, his defensive game has improved 
a bit, and he looks flat out dominant in the offensive zone. 
Morrow is showing us why the Hurricanes were so high on 
him at the draft, and I can’t wait to see how the rest of his 
season plays out.  

Jackson Blake (Chicago Steel) - Blake currently leads the 
USHL in scoring with 23 points in 17 games. I’ve been 
impressed with his skill and compete level this season. and 
it’s clear that Blake is an absolute force in the offensive zone. 
There’s a lot of raw talent in his game and he’ll require a lot 
of development, but I see NHL skill in his game. It’s clear that 
the USHL isn’t much of a challenge for Blake and I’ll be 
interested to see how he adapts to the NCAA next season. 

Ronan Seeley (Everett Silvertips) - I’ve liked Seeley pretty 
much from day one, so it’s nice to see him succeeding in his 
final junior season. His offensive game is getting put on full 
display and he’s still as reliable as ever, making him a 
frustrating player to play against in all three zones. Seeley’s 
skating is lethal and he might be one of the best skaters in 
the Hurricanes’ pipeline, too.  

Massimo Rizzo (Denver) - I’m thrilled that Rizzo ended up in 
Denver. It’s a perfect fit for him. and the freshman forward 
has 12 points in his first ten games as a Pioneer. Rizzo has a 
ton of skill and he’s one of those players that could be one of 
college hockey’s top scorers in the next few years. I liked 
Rizzo a lot in his draft year and it’s great to see him fully 

healthy. When he’s on his game, Rizzo can be one of the 
most exciting players on the ice.  

Ville Koivunen (Karpat) - My gosh, Koivunen has been 
phenomenal this year. I’m not surprised given his skill level, 
but I’m surprised as to how seamless his transition to the 
men’s league has been. Koivunen has 14 points in 21 
games, good for fourth on his team in scoring. Koivunen has 
star potential due to his work ethic, ridiculous shot and elite 
hockey sense. It was on full display in Karpat’s 10-1 win over 
JYP the other day, when Koivunen scored and added two 
primary assists. Koivunen is making the most of his ice time 
in Finland and should be poised for success as soon as he 
gets to North America. When I watched him play for the 
profile I wrote during the offseason, I was baffled as to how 
Koivunen fell so far. The Hurricanes should be laughing at 
every other team for allowing them to draft yet another Finn 
that should be a star.  

Jack Drury (Chicago) - Drury looks like a legitimate prospect 
through his first twelve games with the Wolves. I’ve loved his 
physicality and compete level on a nightly basis, and the 
offense that he is contributing is nice as well. It’s still early, 
but I’m happy with how Drury has looked. Drury could see an 
NHL call up this season if the Hurricanes suffer any injuries 
at center.  

Eetu Makiniemi (Chicago) - Well, duh. Makiniemi has been 
stellar for the Wolves in spite of poor defensive play in front 
of him. Through seven games, Makiniemi is rocking a .929 
save percentage, which is great by itself, but it doesn’t quite 
illustrate the amount of high danger shots that he faces on a 
nightly basis. Makiniemi has stolen games for Chicago 
simply due to the fact that he is stopping upwards of two or 
three breakaways a night. That doesn’t include any other odd 
man rushes. Simply put, Makiniemi has been fantastic and 
has NHL upside. I wrote about Makiniemi’s first three starts 
with the Wolves here. 

Fallers 

Patrik Puistola (Jukurit) - I really want to believe in Puistola 
because when he’s on his game, you can see just how 
skilled he is. The problem is that he isn’t on his game very 
often and a lack of real compete mixed with so-so skating 
has caused him to plateau in the Finnish men’s league. I was 
hoping that getting moved to Jukurit would help Puistola, and 
he has seen more ice time, but I’m still pretty disappointed 
with his overall lack of production and dominant play. There’s 
still time to make something happen, but I’m running out of 
patience.  

Dominik Bokk (Chicago) - It feels like I’m disappointed with 
Bokk a lot. I believe in the skill that he has, but I feel that he 
can be selfish and make poor decisions with the puck in the 
offensive zone. Bokk was able to dominate the junior ranks 
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in Sweden due to his speed and skill, but I haven’t seen that 
once from him since the Hurricanes acquired him. He has 
been scratched on multiple occasions this season and it 
seems that head coach Ryan Warsofsky is running out of 
patience. 

Jack LaFontaine (University of Minnesota) - The Golden 
Gophers should be one of the top teams in the country, but 
they’re struggling to find their identity right now. LaFontaine 
hasn’t been nearly as good as he should be, especially for a 
goalie that’s heading into his fifth collegiate season. I have 
hopes that he can turn it around, but it’s clear that his current 
level of play isn’t going to be enough if Minnesota wants to 
win a National Championship.  

Other Strong Performances 

 Alexander Pashin was named the U20 Four Nations 
tournament’s best forward after recording six points 
in the tournament.  

 Bobby Orr has six goals and seven total points in 
his last four games. 

 Kevin Wall leads Penn State in scoring with 11 
points in 11 games. His seven goals also leads the 
team. 

 Jake Kucharski earned his second collegiate 
shutout the other night, making 33 saves in a 5-0 
win over Bentley. 

 Joel Nystrom is quietly putting together a strong 
season in all three zones. His offensive game still 
isn’t fantastic, but I love the way he defends and his 
skating should push him to the NHL at some point.

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Los Angeles Kings: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes head to LA for the first time since 2019.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (13-2-0) @ Los Angeles Kings (8-6-2) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 16 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 - 4:00 p.m. ET 

STAPLES Center — Los Angeles, CA 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Jewels from the Crown 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

Heading west means facing a team who the Hurricanes 
haven’t played in more than a year, thanks to last season’s 
temporary realignment. The Carolina Hurricanes haven’t 
faced the Los Angeles Kings in LA since October 15, 2019. 
And the last time the teams played at all was in Raleigh on 
January 11, 2020, which turned into a 2-0 win for the 
Hurricanes. (Oddly enough, both Kings/Hurricanes games 
that season were 2-0 wins for the Hurricanes.)  

Lots of things have changed for both teams in that time. The 
Kings have moved on from most of their Stanley Cup-
winning core, with only Anze Kopitar, Dustin Brown, Drew 
Doughty and Jonathan Quick remaining. Some of the Kings 
most highly touted prospects are starting to make an impact 
at the NHL level, with players like Arthur Kaliyev and 
Rasmus Kupari becoming regulars this year.  

Of course, nothing comes easily in this league, and the Kings 
have already faced their fair share of adversity. Top prospect 
Quinton Byfield, set to make the opening night roster, broke 

his ankle in the team’s final pre-season game. Defenseman 
Drew Doughty and Sean Walker both suffered knee injuries 
early on; Doughty is still several weeks out from a return, and 
Walker is out for the season. After a thrilling win in their 
season opener against Vegas, the team proceeded to go on 
a six-game losing streak.  

But hockey’s a funny sport; suddenly all of the new players 
on the roster started clicking at the same time and the Kings 
surged to a seven-game winning streak. That led people to 
ask: are the Kings good? And the answer is, well, that no 
one quite knows for sure. 

The Hurricanes will provide a tough test — the speed of the 
visiting team, the superior special teams, and a vintage 
performance from Freddie Andersen will definitely give the 
Hurricanes the edge.  

Before the game starts, let’s see how the two teams match 
up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Kings 

Record 13-2-0 8-6-2 

Goals/Game 3.40 2.56 

Goals Against/Game 1.87 2.44 

Shots/Game 33.67 34.25 

Face Off Win % 55.2% 53.5% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.1% (8th) 17.9% (19th) 
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Category Hurricanes Kings 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.1% (6th) 75.6% (26th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.23% 51.30% 

ES PDO 102.94 101.70 

PIM/Game 09:55 06:45 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jonathan Quick 

Record 10-2-0 4-4-1 

Save % .941 .940 

GAA 1.71 1.88 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Cal Petersen 

Record 2-0-0 4-2-1 

Save % .906 .902 

GAA 2.27 2.84 

Game Notes 

 The Kings called up defenseman Sean Durzi on 
Friday. No indication yet if he’ll play, but his 13 
points and five goals were tops among all active 
AHL defensemen. 

 In the absence of Doughty and Walker, defenseman 
Kale Clague has stepped up and impressed, now 
that he’s finally been given the opportunity to play 
bigger minutes. Nearly everyone had expected 
Seattle to select him in the expansion draft; instead, 
he’s now quarterbacking the first power play unit for 
the Kings.  

 The Kings are led in scoring by Anze Kopitar, who 
has 16 points in 16 games. The captain has cooled 
off lately, but hot on his heels is underappreciated 
forward Alex Iafallo, who’s finding his offense to go 
along with his strong defensive instincts.  

 These two teams don’t face each other that often, 
but several Hurricanes have found their scoring 
touch against the Kings. Sebastian Aho has six 
points in eight games. Teuvo Teravainen, who saw 
his share of the Kings when he still played in the 
Western Conference, has 13 points in 13 games. 
Freddie Andersen is no stranger to the Kings, 
either; he’s 8-1-3 in his career against the, with a 
.935 save percentage.  

 Speaking of Teravainen, this will be his 350th 
regular season NHL game with the Hurricanes. He’s 
played 464 overall.  

 Seth Jarvis will play his ninth NHL game; if he 
continues to play after this (which he very much 
should), the first year of his entry level contract will 
officially be activated. 
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Rock ’em, sock ’em in Rockford 

Bokk and Jacobs score in first eight minutes to give Chicago 
a 2-0 lead  

The Chicago Wolves jumped to an early two-goal lead, but 
the Rockford IceHogs rallied for a 6-3 victory Friday night at 
the MetroCentre. 

Forwards Dominik Bokk and David Gust and defenseman 
Josh Jacobs scored for the Wolves (8-4-1-0), who had 
played three games in the previous six days while the 
IceHogs had been idle since losing to the Wolves last Friday 
in Rockford. 

The Wolves needed just 2:48 to open the scoring. Bokk 
carried the puck down the right wing into the offensive zone 
and veered toward the slot. He was challenged by a 
defenseman and the puck glided to center Spencer 
Smallman, who flipped a backhand right back to Bokk for a 
quick flick from just outside the crease. 

Chicago pumped its lead to 2-0 at 7:31 of the first on Jacobs’ 
first goal of the season. Jack Drury won a faceoff directly to 
left wing Jamieson Rees, who sent the puck back to Jacobs 
at the right point. Jacobs skated to the half-wall and whistled 
a rising wrister that went through traffic and found the top of 
the net. 

Rockford (4-6-1-0) took advantage of the game’s first power 
play and cut its deficit to 2-1 on Brett Connolly’s goal at 

13:57 of the first. Rockford then took advantage of the 
Wolves’ first power play to pull even as Josiah Slavin 
finished an odd-man rush for a short-handed goal at 15:07. 

The IceHogs took a 3-2 lead during 4-on-4 action in the 
middle of the second period. The teams battled for the puck 
behind the Wolves net, then Rockford pulled it into the 
crease and whacked at it three times before Alexander 
Nylander knocked it home. 

Gust answered for the Wolves just 86 seconds later. Center 
Maxim Letunov seized the puck in the neutral zone, built up 
steam across the blue line and dished to his right to set up 
Gust’s blistering shot between goaltender Arvid Soderblom’s 
skates that made it 3-3 at 12:21 of the second. 

Rockford’s Lukas Reichel secured a 4-3 lead for the hosts 
with his goal at 1:04 of the third, then Evan Barratt and 
Garrett Mitchell added empty-net goals in the final two 
minutes. 

Soderblom (3-3-0) notched 31 saves in the win while Wolves 
goaltender Eetu Makiniemi (5-2-1) rejected 21 of 25 shots. 

The Wolves don’t have to wait long to avenge the loss as 
they welcome Rockford to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. Saturday 
for the third annual Red Kettle Game benefiting the Salvation 
Army. To set up the best seats, visit ChicagoWolves.com or 
call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article255955487.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-six-on-the-gamer/c-328124556 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-kings/c-328126812 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-on-tap-news-and-notes-november-20/c-328136698 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-los-angeles-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-d9f326add5f341f88cf76ec1e992e06f 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/19/22788721/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospect-check-in 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/20/22792708/carolina-hurricanes-los-angeles-kings-game-preview-broadcast-stats-how-to-watch 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/19/rock-em-sock-em-in-rockford/ 
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Canes’ Seth Jarvis looks like he’ll stick in the NHL. What does his junior 
coach say? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

NOVEMBER 19, 2021 1:59 PM 

 

Mike Johnston has coached Seth Jarvis for 159 games. He also realizes 
he probably has coached him for the last time. 

Johnston is the head coach, general manager and senior vice president 
of the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League. He has had 
Jarvis for parts of four seasons in junior hockey, and has been impressed 
by the forward’s skill, speed and his drive to succeed since first seeing 
him at age 14. 

“I saw Seth in a summer tournament for the first time and he was playing 
with an all-star team from Manitoba,” Johnson said in a News & Observer 
interview Friday. “His team was down three or four goals late in the game 
and he kind of drove the pace of the game, with the energy and the 
compete, to get them back in the game. 

“That was the first time and I thought, ‘Wow, this guy.’ And he was really 
small then. He played with energy and drive and he wanted to make a 
difference in the game, and that trait continued. He was a difference-
maker and he wanted to be a difference-maker.” 

Johnston said he was watching Jarvis again Thursday night — playing 
for the Carolina Hurricanes against the Anaheim Ducks — being a 
difference-maker. With the score tied 1-1 in the third, Jarvis scored the 
go-ahead goal after some relentless work in front of the net from 
linemates Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. The Canes won 2-1, 
ending the Ducks’ eight-game win streak. 

DECISION TIME FOR THE CANES 

It was Jarvis’ eighth NHL game. The 19-year-old rookie, the Canes’ first-
round draft pick in 2020, will play his ninth Saturday against the Los 
Angeles Kings. If he plays a 10th, Monday at San Jose, the first year of 
his entry-level contract with the Hurricanes will be activated. 

The Canes (13-2-0) can either keep Jarvis up for the 2021-22 season or 
send him back to Portland for the season. Those are the two options. 

Johnston, a former head coach with the Pittsburgh Penguins, said he has 
not been officially informed by the Hurricanes about their decision. But he 
expects Jarvis to stay with the Canes. 

“I think so, yeah,” he said. “Unfortunately I hate to say that, but I think so. 
You never know as the year goes along because Carolina has a good 
team. They’re going to be a team that’s going to have a long run in the 
playoffs. 

“It’s always a debate. If he’s getting quality playing time and he’s keeping 
his confidence, he should be in the NHL. If he’s not, he should be back in 
junior to try and carry a team to a championship but also try and keep his 
game at a high level.” 

JARVIS’ DEVELOPMENT A PRIORITY 

Johnston said he stays in contact with Canes assistant general manager 
Darren Yorke and receives updates on Jarvis’ status. 

“For our program, when we lose a player like Seth it’s a big loss at the 
junior level,” Johnston said. “But when I look at it, that’s the purpose of 
our league. We’re a development league. We’re supposed to put players 
in the NHL and if we do that, here in Portland we’ll get better players who 
want to come to Portland. 

“That’s probably why Seth came to Portland. We put players in the NHL. 
Seth had options to go to college and he chose Portland. So on one side, 
you’re thrilled and happy for Seth and on the other you’re disappointed 
you can’t have him as part of your program. But in the long run it’s going 
to better for our program.” 

Jarvis now has three goals and an assist in eight games with the Canes 
and has scored the game-winner in each of the past two road games, 
against the Vegas Golden Knights and the Ducks. Twice this season he 
has had goals taken away, the first after Jarvis was ruled to have been 
offside entering the zone. 

Jarvis was awarded his first NHL penalty shot Thursday but failed to 
convert against goalie John Gibson. That steamed him a little, but he 
then scored the winner, banking a shot from behind the goal line off 
Gibson. 

“That says a lot about him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “He was a little upset, you could tell, that he didn’t score on the 
penalty shot. Then maybe his next shift he (scores). He’s been good for 
us, obviously. He’s definitely proven his worth.” 

HANDLING THE GRIND 

One question about Jarvis is whether he can handle the grind of an 82-
game NHL season. He’s 5-11 and 175 pounds and he spends a lot of 
time around the net, where big bodies often roam and hit. 

“With us, the bigger the defensemen who came after him, his game just 
took off,” Johnston said. “He went right back at them and competed at a 
higher level.” 

Johnston also believes Jarvis is better suited as an NHL winger, saying, 
“On the wing I think he gets more room, more space, more time to slash 
into open areas.” 

There is the matter of maintaining his confidence during the inevitable 
rough patches. Johnston said he coached the Canes’ Nino Niederreiter 
when the forward was with the Winterhawks, saying, “The hardest thing 
for him was when he wasn’t scoring he struggled a little bit mentally to 
stay with it and keep his confidence. 

“Every player goes through those phases where you’re not contributing 
like you think you can. For me, it’s once you get to the NHL how do you 
handle that mentally? Can you handle the highs and lows? Junior hockey 
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simulates the NHL a little bit but there’s nothing like 82 games in the 
NHL.” 

That’s what Seth Jarvis is shooting for: 82 regular-season games in the 
NHL in 2021-22. 

“There will be highs and lows for Seth,” Johnston said. “I think Seth is a 
pretty grounded guy, so he should be able to work his way through it. 
He’s obviously on a high right now.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT LOS ANGELES KINGS 

When: Saturday, 4 p.m. 

Where: Staples Center, Los Angeles. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC- 99.9 FM 

News Observer LOADED: 11.20.2021 
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Kings, in a two-game skid, get major test in Carolina 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL |PUBLISHED: November 19, 2021 at 2:17 p.m. | 
UPDATED: November 19, 2021 at 2:46 p.m. 

 

The Kings will confront their toughest test of the season against the 
NHL’s best team by points percentage, the Carolina Hurricanes, in a 
Saturday matinee at Staples Center. 

The Kings ended a seven-game unbeaten streak with an overtime loss 
against Winnipeg last week and snapped their string of eight consecutive 
contests with a point against Washington on Wednesday in a 2-0 loss. 

Nevertheless, their compete level has been high and their defensive 
game has been strong. In their two losses, they allowed just one goal 
five-on-five – a short-handed goal, a three-on-three overtime winner and 
an empty-net tally were ceded otherwise – and continued to excel in goal 
and on the penalty kill. They have killed 20 of their last 22 penalties and 
surrendered just 16 total goals in the same nine-game stretch. 

“I thought that we actually had two good games. Systems-wise, we were 
really good,” forward Trevor Moore said. 

The flipside is the Kings have scored just four goals in their past three 
games, placing an outsized onus on their goaltending, undermanned 
defense and penalty kill. Moore said the Kings worked on finishing 
around the net in practice, and few would understand the Kings’ offensive 
frustrations better. The versatile, energetic forward’s one-timer at the side 
of the net was centimeters from giving the Kings a 1-0 lead Wednesday, 
and in general his highlight reel this season would be full of struck 
crossbars, dented posts and other near misses. 

“I think, as a group, we’re going to get there,” Moore said. “There’s too 
many talented guys for (pucks) not to go in.” 

The Kings appear poised to shuffle their lines, with Adrian Kempe moving 
up to the top line with Anze Kopitar and Viktor Arvidsson and Dustin 
Brown sliding down to the third line with Moore and center Rasmus 
Kupari. Brown has two goals in 17 games and has not found the back of 
the net since Oct. 23. Kempe recently pieced together a six-game point 
streak and four consecutive games with a goal. 

McLellan was careful, after the Washington game and after a recent 
practice, to dismiss any notion that Brown’s moving down in the lineup 
was an indictment of his performance. 

“He’s 37 years old, he leads us in hits, he’s shot the puck and he’s 
played a hard, aggressive game – he’s doing a lot of the things,” 
McLellan said. “He’s provided leadership and he’s done the things that 

you ask of him, it’s just not going in for him right now. Brownie will be just 
fine wherever he goes. He just needs to pop one in the net and I think 
things will come for him.” 

The new-look top line will go head up with the Hurricanes, whose 
franchise has made a 180-degree turn under the stewardship of its head 
coach and former team captain Rod Brind’Amour. Between his retirement 
as a player in 2010 and the Hurricanes’ run to the conference finals in his 
first season as coach in 2019, Carolina missed the playoffs every 
season. The ‘Canes have since qualified for three consecutive 
postseasons and won at least one series in each of them. This year, their 
.867 win percentage was .73 points higher than any other team’s through 
Thursday’s games. 

“They’re stingy, they’re a volume-shooting team and they get after you 
really fast. They’re a pace-driven team,” McLellan said. 

Most recently, Carolina snapped the Ducks’ eight-game unbeaten streak 
with a 2-1 victory Thursday. 

The Hurricanes have been led in scoring this season by winger Andrei 
Svechnikov and center Sebastian Aho, both of whom have produced 
more than a point per game. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who was 
excommunicated from the New York Rangers, was a controversial 
signing that has paid dividends. His 14 points in 15 games have softened 
the blow from Dougie Hamilton’s departure in free agency. In goal, 
former Ducks netminder Freddie Andersen has made a compelling early-
season case for his Vezina Trophy candidacy with a .941 save 
percentage, 1.71 goal-against average and 10-2-0 record. 

The Kings will be right back in action against the Arizona Coyotes on 
Sunday, meaning they will play the worst and best teams by points 
percentage in a 30-hour span. The Coyotes have won just two of 17 
games this season, with newly acquired defenseman Shayne 
Gostisbehere providing one of the few bright spots in their abysmal start. 

CAROLINA AT KINGS 

When: Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Where: Staples Center 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeartRadio 

ARIZONA AT KINGS 

When: Sunday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Staples Center 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeartRadio 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.20.2021 
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Practice 11/19 – Doughty’s return “energizes” group + look at 
defensemen, Durzi and Captain Clarke 

 

By Zach Dooley11 hours ago 

 

Back at it, Insiders! 

The LA Kings hit the ice earlier today for the final time before they host 
Carolina tomorrow afternoon at STAPLES Center. The Kings aligned the 
same way that they did yesterday, as far as we could tell, though with 
two additions to the group on the backend. 

First, as noted this morning, Drew Doughty skated with the full team for 
the first time since he suffered a right-knee contusion in Dallas on 
October 22. Doughty partnered Sean Durzi during defensive drills, who 
was recalled from the Ontario Reign earlier this morning. 
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We’ll hear from Durzi below, but regarding Doughty, Todd McLellan and 
the coaching staff were just happy to see one of their leaders back with 
the group, for the first time in nearly a month. 

“His spirit is usually pretty good,” McLellan said. “Big smile, no teeth, 
energized the group. He wanted to do more than he was supposed to do, 
typical Drew, but it was refreshing to have him out there.” 

The bigger key with Doughty was perhaps making sure he did not do too 
much. Never eager to not be a part of things, the focus right now is with 
Doughty’s long-term health, not his short-term availability. That’s 
probably the biggest thing to monitor here at this stage, with Doughty 
naturally chomping at the bit to get back into the lineup, and apparently 
even into a drill he wasn’t scheduled to take. 

“He got in the middle of a drill once, I don’t know what he was doing, he 
wasn’t supposed to be in that drill, so we have to manage him a little bit,” 
McLellan said, with a smile. “When it comes to practice, I wouldn’t say 
he’s pounding the table, saying he wants more out there, but it was 
amazing to see him excited out there today. That’s good for our group, 
we need that.” 

Looking at the team as a whole here, the expectation at this time is that 
we’ll see the same personnel, at least on defense, as we did on 
Wednesday against the Capitals. The top three pairings looked identical 
to that game, with the expectation that will continue, at least against the 
Hurricanes tomorrow evening. 

Up front, we did not see formal line rushes, with the players keeping their 
jersey colors the same as they were yesterday. Those lines are listed 
below – 

Kempe – Kopitar – Arvidsson 

Iafallo – Danault – Athanasiou 

Moore – Kupari – Brown 

Lemieux – Lizotte – Kaliyev 

Andersson, Grundstrom 

Edler – Roy 

Bjornfot – Anderson 

Maatta – Clague 

Durzi – Doughty 

Quick / Petersen 

The Committee Crew 

With Doughty back on the ice today, it re-visits the topic of how others 
have stepped up in his absence. 

Now, it’s not the first time we’ve talked about the matter. We saw Mikey 
Anderson and Tobias Bjornfot step up on Wednesday to match up 
against Alexander Ovechkin’s line and hold them scoreless. That’s 
impressive for two young players to do at this stage in their process. 
We’ve seen competent play from the six defensemen as a whole and 
we’ve seen them keep the team in games, with stout checking 
defensively and selective offensive contributions. 

“Right now, the players that have played have done a good job of 
stepping up, in [Doughty] and Sean [Walker]’s absence,” McLellan said. 
“We’ve beat that drum a lot and we do appreciate their efforts. In fact, 
some players probably have a second chance at an NHL life, and they’ve 
done a good job of taking advantage of it.” 

We spoke with one of the six, Olli Maatta, earlier today, who is one 
individual that received a bump in role, with the absence of the two 
aforementioned players. Flashback to opening night and Maatta was on 
injured reserve, after he took a big hit during the preseason, and he was 
not immediately inserted back into the lineup after he got healthy. 

Injuries changed that equation and Maatta stepped in as a veteran with 
some experience, who had the intent of making the most of his 
opportunity. A common theme for the defensemen right now. 

“I don’t think anyone really changed their game, tried to do too much,” 
Maatta said, of the collective effort. “I know we’re still a pretty good d-
group, even missing Walks and Dewy, and when he comes back we’ll be 
even better. We’re just playing to our own strengths, don’t try to do too 
much, just do what we can.” 

On a personal level, Maatta said he’s feeling as comfortable as he has 
since he joined the Kings organization in 2020. He called last season 
“disappointing” on a personal level, but he’s hoping to continue to make 
the most of his opportunity here in 2021. 

So far, with a by-committee approach on the backend, the Kings have 
continued to find efficient play from that group. 

Durzinsider 

See what I did there? 

Hear from Sean Durzi below, who took his first practice of the season 
with the Kings. This is not a player who is new to the organization, or the 
group, but one who saw a few stints up with the Kings here and there last 
season, though he did not get into a game. In now his third season with 
the organization, Durzi is both familiar and comfortable. 

Todd McLellan talked about that comfort level around the group at this 
point as being high, noting that there aren’t any nerves coming into the 
group right now, he’s ready to go, and had a good first day with the 
group. 

“Yeah we have [watched him a lot in the AHL], and Durz, this isn’t like 
we’re calling a guy up who hasn’t been around,” McLellan said. “He’s 
been around the locker room, he’s been around the team for a few years 
now, he’s comfortable. I really believe he’s comfortable around us, he’s 
not nervous, other than the fact that he might play his first game real 
soon. He’s not nervous walking into the locker room, being around Kopi 
and Brownie is an easy thing for him and he fit the practice really well 
today. He was excited, he had a little jump as he should, it was good.” 
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Kings recall Durzi, assign Strand to Ontario + Doughty joins full group 
today 

 

By Zach Dooley15 hours ago 

 

Good Morning, Insiders! 

The LA Kings announced a pair of roster moves this morning, with Sean 
Durzi joining the big club and Austin Strand heading the other way to the 
AHL’s Ontario Reign. 

Durzi currently ranks second in the AHL in points by a defenseman, and 
was the league’s active leader in defensive scoring at the time of his 
recall, as he’s tallied 13 points (5-8-13) from 12 games played. Durzi’s 
five goals are also tied for the league lead amongst defensemen and he’s 
the only blueliner with three goals on the man advantage. Ontario Head 
Coach John Wroblewski has positively commented on Durzi’s defensive 
improvements so far this season, a point of emphasis for him as he 
works on rounding out his overall game. 

Strand appeared in two games for the Kings after he was recalled 
following Drew Doughty’s injury in Dallas. Strand linked up with the Kings 
in St. Louis and skated in games against the Blues and the Jets, 
averaging just over 16 minutes of time on ice. Prior to his recall, Strand 
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tallied two points (1-1-2) from four games played in Ontario, including the 
game-winning goal on October 22 against Bakersfield. 

Strand had not played since October 28, serving as a healthy scratch 
over the last nine Kings games. This move likely gives him the 
opportunity to play AHL games with Ontario on Sunday and Monday, with 
game action important especially early in the season. We’ll get a sense 
of Durzi’s place during today’s Kings skate today, but the “right-shot for 
right-shot” swap makes sense at the surface. 

John Wroblewski on Durzi, 10/29 

At 5-on-5 Durz was lights out. He made some strong defensive plays, he 
continues to move that puck and break plays down when it’s his turn and 
maybe the most important play of the night was before he scored when 
Abbotsford had a broken 2-on-1 where he might’ve gotten tripped up but 
there was no call on the play and he somehow got a stick on the puck 
before the Abbotsford player could get a breakaway. Lot of strong 
performances throughout and then a few really unique plays that ended 
up being pivotal for the victory. 

Additionally, we’ve got a Drew Doughty sighting! Pierre LeBrun noted 
yesterday that Doughty could join the full group during practice today in a 
non-contact jersey, which he has done. Doughty is in red today, 29 days 
after he suffered a right-knee contusion in Dallas. The original timeline for 
Doughty to resume skating was six weeks, provided back in October, and 
he is just under two weeks ahead of schedule here. Still early in the 
process, but good signs for #8. 
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Sharks’ Kevin Labanc suspended for slew-footing Blues’ Tyler Bozak 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: November 19, 2021 at 8:23 a.m. | UPDATED: November 
19, 2021 at 3:09 p.m. 

 

Sharks forward Kevin Labanc was suspended one game without pay by 
the NHL’s Department of Player Safety on Friday for slew-footing St. 
Louis Blues center Tyler Bozak the night before. 

Labanc, based on his average annual salary, will forfeit $23,625 under 
the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement and miss the Sharks’ 
home game Saturday against the Washington Capitals. The money goes 
to the Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. 

This is the first time Labanc has had supplemental discipline by the 
league in his six-year NHL career. 

In the first period of Thursday’s game at Enterprise Center in St. Louis, 
Bozak was chasing after a loose puck along the boards inside the 
Sharks’ zone to the left of goalie James Reimer. Labanc followed and 
nudged his right shoulder and his stick ahead of Bozak’s body as they 
closed in on the puck. 

Labanc’s right leg was also positioned behind Bozak and when Labanc 
fell backward, intentionally or not, it caused Bozak to fall awkwardly into 
the boards. 

The NHL, in its explanation video, determined that as Labanc fell 
backward, he kicked out Bozak’s stakes, “causing him to crash 
dangerously into the wall.” 

Bozak remained on the ice momentarily but then got up and angrily went 
after Labanc, who was given a tripping penalty a the 8:59 mark of the first 

period. The Blues’ Brandon Saad scored on the ensuing power play, and 
St. Louis would go on to beat the Sharks 4-1. 

The NHL said that what made the incident suspendable was the speed 
the players were traveling as they chased after the puck and their close 
proximity to the boards. 

The league said Labanc left Bozak “with little ability to defend or protect 
himself prior to hitting the boards with force.” 

Labanc said he was not purposely trying to take Bozak’s legs out from 
under him. 

Labanc goes off for tripping. St Louis with the first PP of the game. St 
Louis has the #2 PP, Sharks with the #1 PK. #SJSharks #StlBlues 
pic.twitter.com/CyQUtU3OiA 

— TEAL TOWN USA – A San Jose Sharks Podcast 
(@TEALTOWNUSA) November 19, 2021 

“I think it was just a fast play,” Labanc said after the game. “I was just 
trying to go in and beat him to the puck and I think (Bozak) leaned on me 
and then we’re trying to create a battle and then we kind of ran into each 
other and I went down. 

“It wasn’t anything intentional. I didn’t look at the replay of it, but I think 
just trying to battle hard and create a battle in the corner.” 

Bozak finished the game but had a season-low 8:45 of ice time. 

Under NHL Rule 52, slew-footing is defined as the act of a player “using 
his leg or foot to knock or kick an opponent’s feet from under him or 
pushes an opponent’s upper body backward with an arm or elbow, and at 
the same time with a forward motion of his leg, knocks or kicks the 
opponent’s feet from under him, causing him to fall violently to the ice.” 

Any player guilty of slew-footing shall be assessed a match penalty, 
according to the rule, which adds that although there are no specified 
fines or suspensions for slew-footing, supplementary discipline can be 
applied by the NHL commissioner at his discretion. 

Labanc, 25, has two goals and two assists in 11 games this season. He 
missed five games earlier this month after he was in the NHL’s COVID 
protocol and could not travel with the Sharks to Calgary and Winnipeg 
because of Canada’s travel restrictions for people who have recently 
tested positive for the coronavirus. 

Labanc is averaging 14:50 of ice time per game this season. He was 
moved from the third line to the fourth line before the Sharks’ game with 
the Minnesota Wild on Tuesday and remained on that line with Jasper 
Weatherby and Jonah Gadjovich for Thursday’s game. 

With Labanc out Saturday, it’s possible that Nick Merkley could step into 
that fourth-line winger role. Merkley, who was assigned to the Barracuda 
earlier Friday, has been a healthy scratch the last two games. 
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San Jose Sharks road trip recap: Five takeaways before Ovechkin & Co. 
roll into town 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: November 19, 2021 at 5:30 a.m. | UPDATED: November 
19, 2021 at 4:01 p.m. 

 

The San Jose Sharks can be a tough team to figure out sometimes. 
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They can look buttoned up on defense and dangerous on the forecheck 
as they were Tuesday against the Minnesota Wild, or, in a span of 48 
hours, they can look disconnected and out of sorts like they were 
Thursday against the St. Louis Blues. 

So what Sharks team is going to show up Saturday when they face Alex 
Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals at SAP Center, or on Monday 
when Andrei Svechnikov and the Carolina Hurricanes also visit the South 
Bay? 

If the Sharks (8-7-1) can’t play with a little more structure, then they’re 
going to have a hard time pulling themselves out of a funk that has seen 
them lose three of their last four games and sink to sixth in the Pacific 
Division. 

The Hurricanes and Capitals are the top two teams in the Metropolitan 
Division. Carolina has the best goaltending in the NHL and Washington, 
led by Ovechkin, has one of the league’s top offenses. 

“Who knows what the start is going to be like against Washington, but 
we’ve got to try and stick to our identity for 60 minutes,” Sharks coach 
Bob Boughner said after Thursday’s 4-1 loss to St. Louis. “There’s going 
to be peaks and valleys of the game. It’s just a matter of getting back to 
your foundation, and I think tonight we got away from it, and that’s what 
happens.” 

Here are five observations from the five-game road trip. 

TIMO TIME: Timo Meier looked like a bonafide all-star winger before he 
landed in the NHL’s COVID Protocol with five goals and six assists in his 
first eight games. He kept up that torrid pace in his three games since his 
return. Back with linemates Logan Couture and Jonathan Dahlen, Meier 
notched one goal and three assists to continue what has been the fastest 
start to a season in his NHL career. 

Boughner has explained how Meier’s improved play away from the puck 
has led to an increase in scoring chances. But he also noted Meier’s 
willingness to be coached and accept constructive criticism this season – 
signs that he is maturing as a player and a person. 

“I think Timo’s come back and has tried to take on more of a leadership 
role in the dressing room. He’s a lot more vocal, he’s taken young guys 
under his wing, and he looks like he’s having a lot more fun,” Boughner 
said of the 25-year-old forward. 

“I thought he put a lot of pressure on himself last year and sometimes 
when we talked, it was more confrontational. I think this year he’s more 
accepting of the teaching and the help. He’s enjoying it, and he should. 
He’s playing his game and he’s having fun.” 

MIDDLE SIX CONCERNS: While the Sharks’ top line has largely fueled 
the Sharks’ offense this season, there remain valid concerns about the 
scoring prowess of the second and third lines. 

Tomas Hertl and Alexander Barabanov both had three points on the road 
trip while Rudolfs Balcers was held off the scoresheet in four of five 
games. 

That wouldn’t be such a concern if Nick Bonino, Andrew Cogliano. Kevin 
Labanc and Matt Nieto had been able to chip in a little more offense at 
even strength. But Bonino is in a hideous offensive slump with zero 
points in 16 games, Nieto has one assist in nine games, Cogliano has 
four points in 15 games, and Kevin Labanc was recently demoted to the 
fourth line. 

Consistency from the second line and offensive production from the third 
line could be season-long issues for the Sharks. 

BRENT BURNS, FIRE AND ICE: Few players were more impactful for 
the Sharks from Oct. 30 to Nov. 11 than Burns, who had one goal and 
eight assists in the six games in that time. 

But in three games since the Sharks got four defensemen back from 
COVID protocol, Burns has zero points, and Thursday marked the 

second straight game that he was held without a shot. The Sharks didn’t 
have a single power play Thursday, which played a role in that. 

Of course, Burns has been asked to play more of a shutdown role the 
last two seasons, which is going to have an adverse effect on his 
production. But Boughner and his staff need to find a way to get him 
more offensive opportunities. He’s too important and too big a weapon. 
Having a stable third-defense pair that could be on the ice for more 
defensive zone draws would help. 

GOALTENDING: James Reimer went 1-2-0 with a .926 save percentage 
in the five-game road trip. Adin Hill went 1-1-0 with a respectable .912 
save percentage. Aside from the 6-2 loss to Colorado on Nov. 13, 
Reimer and Hill gave the Sharks chances to win or steal points in every 
game. 

TOUGH PACIFIC: The Pacific Division is tougher than people expected. 
Yes, Vegas and Edmonton are as good as advertised, but Anaheim and 
Los Angeles have to be considered surprises so far with a combined 
record of 18-11-5. 

The Sharks began the road trip on Nov. 9 in a tie for fourth place with a 
6-4-1 record, five points back of the Oilers. They’re now in sixth, seven 
points back of Edmonton. 

The Sharks have played 10 of their 16 games away from home but now 
start a four-game homestand. After the game with Carolina, the Sharks 
play Ottawa on Wednesday and Toronto on Friday. 

“So it’s been a grind, our schedule. We’ve played some tough teams,” 
Boughner said. “But I do believe our whole division has improved.” 
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“Cheating” Sharks Get What They Deserve 

 

Published 19 hours ago on November 19, 2021By Sheng Peng  

 

The San Jose Sharks have more talent than last year. 

But as Thursday’s 4-1 loss to the St. Louis Blues showed, they don’t 
have enough – at least not enough to take an entire second period off. 

“We came in after the first [period], I think the chances 5-on-5 were 7-3 or 
7-4 for us. We were doing some things well. Then in the second period, 
we went the last 12 minutes of the period without a [scoring] chance,” 
Sharks head coach Bob Boughner lamented. 

SPORTLOGiQ offered additional context. In the first period, in All 
Situations, San Jose enjoyed a 7-5 Slot Shots on Net edge – but in the 
second period, St. Louis roared back 14-3. 

That’s how Jake Middleton saw it: “There were high-percentage shots for 
them from the slot a lot of times throughout the game.” 

So what happened in the middle frame? 

It was a study of a team that wasn’t patient enough to stick to its game 
plan – and not good enough to ignore it. 

“We tried to open up when we were down,” Boughner explained. “We got 
to try and stick to our identity as long as we can for 60 minutes. There’s 
going to be peaks and valleys of the game, it’s just a matter of getting 
back to your foundation. Tonight, we got away from it.” 

A team that has full trust in its identity isn’t opening up down just one 
goal, just halfway into the game – but that’s exactly what the San Jose 
Sharks did. 
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After Jonathan Dahlen scored to cut San Jose’s deficit in half, Brandon 
Saad answered with this backbreaker: 

So how did Saad get so open? 

It starts 200 feet away from James Reimer. 

Oskar Sundqvist (70) turns back with the puck and Nick Bonino (13) 
pursues on the forecheck. Scott Perunovich (48) sets a legal, subtle pick 
to prevent Bonino from pressuring Sundqvist. On the other side, Andrew 
Cogliano (11) is trying to zero in on Sundqvist. But Perunovich stepping 
in front of Bonino might’ve given Sundqvist an extra beat to make a play 
– Bonino was supposed to hurry Sundqvist. Instead, Sundqvist passes 
the puck to his safety valve standing by the far wall, Justin Faulk. 

This is the pivotal moment: The first two forecheckers in San Jose’s 2-1-2 
forecheck, F1 Bonino and F2 Cogliano, have failed to slow the advance 
of the puck. F3 Matt Nieto (83) has a big decision to make: Should he 
pressure Faulk or hold, defend the middle of the ice? 

The veteran winger makes the wrong call. 

“We lost our F3 in the second period four or five times, gave them 3-on-
2’s. You’re not going to win hockey games doing that,” Boughner said. 

It’s not even a 50-50 puck that Nieto is pursuing. The odds were stacked 
against him from the beginning. 

Nieto has now vacated the center lane and Sundqvist has got a step on 
Cogliano and Bonino up the middle. It’s now a Blues’ 3-on-2. 

Brent Burns (88) takes Ivan Barbashev (49), Mario Ferraro (38) covers 
for Nieto in the center lane on Sundqvist, leaving Saad (20) by himself. 
St. Louis strikes, just two minutes after Dahlen gave San Jose a glimmer 
of hope. 

“Our [F3] was not necessarily out of position, but he dives in,” Boughner 
summarized. “Soon as you get on your toes and you dive in because 
you’re trying to play catch-up hockey, that’s cheating in our book. It stings 
you.” 

Frankly, good teams shouldn’t cheat like this with half the game to go, 
down just a goal. And sure, if you’re the 1979 Stanley Cup-winning 
Montreal Canadiens, or even the 2019 Western Conference finalist San 
Jose Sharks, you can outscore your mistakes. But these Sharks aren’t 
those teams. 

Boughner counseled: “It’s a good lesson.” 

Will the San Jose Sharks learn? They didn’t last year. They didn’t two 
years ago. Maybe third time’s a charm? 
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Kraken suffers sixth consecutive loss, a 7-3 stinker to Avalanche 

 

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Fewer than six minutes had gone by in the second period but for Kraken 
goalie Chris Driedger and the groaning fans watching, the game was 
already long over. 

The expansion Kraken haven’t played too many stinkers in their early 
season swoon but this 7-3 loss to the Colorado Avalanche on Friday 
night definitely reeked of something by the time Driedger was pulled from 
the net with his team down by four. It ended in a sixth consecutive loss 
for the home side on yet another night when the goaltending wasn’t good 
enough and the Kraken skaters uncharacteristically followed suit.  

“We’re getting down in games and we’re not helping ourselves when we 
get down,” Kraken captain Mark Giordano said. “We’re taking more 
chances when we get down and against good teams they’re going to 
make you pay because you’re giving them odd-man rushes, you’re giving 
them a lot of zone time, a lot of chances.” 

A crowd of 17,151 at Climate Pledge Arena was reduced to near silence 
as the Avalanche, listed as preseason favorites by many to capture the 
Stanley Cup, put on a display of skill like none the Kraken have really 
seen this season. And by the time this horror show was done, the Kraken 
were left with far more questions than they likely have answers to about 
their own skill level, goaltending, lack of scoring and overall consistency. 

“We’ve got to find a way to try to get the first one, I think that’s important,” 
Giordano said. “But also, when we do get down we’ve still got to be 
patient and stamp out guys. It went from bad to really bad there in a hurry 
because we were taking chances. It was all-or-nothing there in the 
second for a little bit and you can’t play like that against that team.” 

It was 7-0 before Jordan Eberle and Brandon Tanev finally popped some 
power-play goals for the Kraken in the third period, followed by a late one 
from Colin Blackwell. But it wasn’t nearly enough for the 4-12-1 team, 
which, after an offensive surge a couple of weeks back, has now been 
held to three goals or fewer in four of the past five games. 

An apt symbol for the night was Tanev slamming his stick against a 
tunnel wall after the second period and a female fan flipping a double-
bird to the camera operator when she was shown on the giant video 
scoreboards during random third-period crowd shots.     

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol had spoken the past two days about wanting 
stronger forechecking by his team from the get-go. He started a forward 
line of Tanev, Yanni Gourde and Blackwell looking to do just that and got 
some initial results in the opening minutes as his team buzzed around 
Colorado’s end. 

But then Ryan Donato took a hooking penalty in that offensive zone and 
the night went downhill from there. Colorado’s power play has been on 
quite a roll lately and quickly converted as Andre Burakovsky scored his 
first of two, slotting an errant clearing attempt by Jeremy Lauzon into a 
vacated net. 

Driedger, starting only his second game this season and first in 10 days, 
had made an initial save of a prior shot but allowed too big a rebound 
and was out of position by the time the puck found its way to Burakovsky. 
Fewer than three minutes later, with the Kraken on a power play of their 
own, Jaden Schwartz turned the puck over and Valeri Nichushkin got a 
breakaway down the right side and fired one past Driedger – who’d left 
him a lot of net to shoot at. 

“Going into this one we actually felt like our team was in a really good 
spot,” Hakstol said. “We had good focus, good energy going into it. But 
we dug ourselves that hole.” 

Schwartz had a final chance to get his team back in it on a clear-cut 
breakaway with eight minutes to go in the period but rang a shot off the 
post. Colorado was off to the races from there, taking a 2-0 lead to 
intermission and then scoring just 3:01 into the second as Mikko 
Rantanen redirected a Cale Makar point shot that Driedger had no 
chance on. 

But Driedger had a good view a couple of minutes later when Burakovsky 
took a pass in the right circle on another Avalanche power play and fired 
a wrist shot past the goalie for Colorado’s fourth goal on 13 shots. 
Hakstol pulled Driedger right there at the 5:33 mark with the Kraken 
down 4-0 and replacement Philipp Grubauer allowed goals by Makar and 
Erik Johnson before the middle frame was over to send the home team 
to intermission trailing by an unconverted touchdown.  

“In reality, the second, third and fourth goals it felt like (Driedger) had 
trouble finding his angle,” Hakstol said. “Obviously, he had traffic to deal 
with on the third and fourth ones. But those are ones where somewhere 
he’s got to find a way to stay big and have those.” 
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The rare blowout defeat by the Kraken, who hadn’t been pasted like this 
since losing 6-1 in Philadelphia a month ago, will likely spark further 
scrutiny of the early goaltending tandem split between Driedger and 
Grubauer. 

But unlike recent games when the Kraken have turned around after 
starting slow in the first period, they had little to offer in this one once the 
second period began. 

“We’re all frustrated,” said Eberle, who tied a career high with a point in 
his seventh straight game. “We expect to compete every night and 
compete in this league. And when you’re losing games and obviously the 
way that’s gone and then this happens tonight, it escalates. 

“We’re frustrated. We all love being here, we all love the city of Seattle … 
we want to build a culture here that starts to win.” 
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Kraken notes: Joonas Donskoi still looking for first goal of the season 

 

 By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Kraken forward Joonas Donskoi admitted Friday that being held goal-less 
through the first fifth of the regular season has been on his mind. 

Donskoi potted 17 with the Colorado Avalanche last season and had 
been looked at as one of several potential 20-goal men for the Kraken 
when selected in July’s expansion draft. But while he’d notched six 
assists heading into Friday night’s game against his former club, Donskoi 
was still seeking to find the back of the net for the first time in the 
Kraken’s 17th game. 

“I’ve been getting enough looks, that’s for sure,” Donskoi said. “I just 
have to kind of get it over with and get the first one out of the way and I’m 
going to start rolling here.” 

The MoneyPuck advanced analytics website showed Donskoi as of 
Friday with an expected goals total of 2.7, suggesting he’s getting 
chances that aren’t being converted. The differential between his 
expected goals and actual ones was the team’s biggest by a wide 
margin.  

Had Donskoi converted those chances, he’d be on pace for roughly a 14-
goal season. 

“I think the last couple of games, I haven’t played good hockey,” he said. 
“So, I think I’m going to have to get back to creating more and all of that 
kind of stuff. I think it all starts by playing good both ways. You do good 
things defensively, you work hard, you forecheck, I think the puck is 
going to start bouncing your way.” 

Donskoi has endured prolonged scoring slumps in prior stops in 
Colorado and San Jose.  

“It’s kind of crazy how it goes,” he said. “Sometimes you just start scoring 
goals and everything feels easy. Everything just kind of slows down for 
you and you start playing better and seeing the ice better. 

“So, I’ve been thinking about it a lot, actually,” he added. “Like, why is 
that? And what can I do better mentally to kind of not think about that and 
just play the game? I think I’ve done a pretty good job of it. I’m just trying 
to come to the rink every day and work hard. Get better every practice 
and work hard. I think that’s all you can do and trust that it’s going to 
come.” 

Donskoi said he was looking forward to playing the Avalanche. 

‘I’m motivated, for sure,” he said. “It was a good couple of years there, a 
lot of good memories. A bunch of good guys there and hopefully friends 
for life. It’s always exciting to play against your former team.” 

Driedger gets second start 

Kraken goalie Chris Driedger got his second start of the season against 
the Avalanche, which was somewhat surprising given teammate Philipp 
Grubauer spent the past three years in Colorado. 

But the move also wasn’t a total shock given Grubauer has posted some 
of the NHL’s worst goaltending numbers in starting 13 of the first 16 
games. His .877 save percentage was the league’s lowest among 
goalies with at least five games played while the advanced analytics say 
the 14 goals he’s allowed beyond what was expected is the worst of any 
netminder.  

Driedger looked fine in an emergency relief appearance for Grubauer last 
month in Philadelphia — a game in which he also hurt his knee but 
finished the contest before sitting out two weeks. He looked shakier at 
times in his first start last week in a 4-2 road loss to Vegas. 

And they didn’t start all that great Friday as Driedger allowed a hefty 
rebound on a Colorado power play and Jeremy Lauzon’s clearing 
attempt went straight to Andre Burakovsky, who buried it in a vacated net 
just 4:06 into the game. Less than three minutes after that, Valeri 
Nichushkin got a short-handed breakaway down the right side and 
snapped the puck past Driedger. 

Nonetheless, coach Dave Hakstol said before the game Driedger needed 
to get into a game and felt he’d looked strong in recent practices. Hakstol 
was asked what, in particular, he’d seen in practice from Driedger. 

“Every goaltender is a little bit different, their styles are different,” Hakstol 
said. “So, I’m not really looking for true technical things. I’ll leave that to 
(goaltending coach) Andrew (Allen) and to the goaltenders. But just his 
overall poise, presence in net. Looking comfortable. Those are all things 
that coming off a long injury and rehab process, they take time to work 
back towards.” 

The Kraken initially selected Driedger from Florida in the expansion draft 
to be their No. 1 goalie. Then, after signing Grubauer away from 
Colorado soon after, the team indicated the pair would be used more 
along the lines of a true tandem than a starter-backup situation.  

Kraken general manager Ron Francis said earlier this week that with 
Driedger healthy, the team would be managing the split of games 
between the pair more evenly going forward.  

 

Historic losses 

The Kraken entered play Friday having already lost more consecutive 
games than three of the previous five NHL expansion teams. Five 
straight defeats for the Kraken heading into the Colorado game had 
already surpassed a season-long three-game skid for the expansion 
Vegas Golden Knights in 2017-18 and four-game losing stretches for the 
Minnesota Wild in 2000-01 and the Nashville Predators in 1998-99.  

The Kraken still have a ways to go to catch the 2000-01 Columbus Blue 
Jackets at eight losses in a row and the 1999-2000 Atlanta Thrashers at 
a dozen consecutive defeats. 

Incidentally, the record for consecutive losses by an expansion team — 
and any NHL squad, for that matter — is 17 by the 1974-75 Washington 
Capitals. That mark was later matched by the 1992-93 San Jose Sharks, 
but they were in their second season by that point. 
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Week 6 NHL power rankings: Reality hits for Kraken, Sabres and others 
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By Marisa Ingemi  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

This could also be called the “all good things must end” edition of the 
NHL power rankings, because the Sabres, Red Wings, Canucks and 
Kraken are all feeling that now. 

It has been a week of low lows for the NHL’s most disappointing teams 
on the ice. The Canucks are a nightmare. The Canadiens aren’t 
improving. Ottawa didn’t even get to play. It’s sad girl autumn on your 
music playlists, and in your hockey watching. 

On to this week’s rankings. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

This team is outright scary but fun. It doesn’t lose games. Things will 
even out, because they always do, but man they look like an absolute 
unit. 

2. Edmonton Oilers 

Actually, Connor McDavid is ranked No. 2 above 30 other NHL teams by 
himself. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Now that the Panthers will be without Aleksander Barkov for some time, 
it’ll be interesting to see if they can sustain this. Maybe they can. Spencer 
Knight made 45 saves the other night, maybe he’ll become their rock. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Evgeny Kuznetsov looks like he did three seasons ago. That’s bad for 
everyone else. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Maple Leafs entered Friday night having missed the net 252 times, 
which was 32 times more than the next team. It really feels to capture the 
entire Leafs vibe. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Steven Stamkos has nine goals in 15 games, the Lightning are good, and 
the sky is blue. 

7. Boston Bruins 

The Tuukka Rask alert is on, but it would be fun to invent another goalie 
controversy involving him just for the nostalgia. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

The Wild have played in four back-to-back sets and are 6-2 in those 
games, including 2-2 in the second half, which is pretty outstanding. 

9. Calgary Flames 

I still refuse to buy in here, I just won’t do it. I am in the Andrew 
Mangiapane doubter club, and I accept that. 

10. Colorado Avalanche 

One thing that struck me watching Avalanche practice last week is how 
much fun they seemed to be having. It was refreshing. They had won 
three in a row, so the mood was good. 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Kyle Connor has broken through, and maybe now the Jets will, too. 

12. New York Rangers 

This feels like the opposite of the Rangers last season. It might be safe to 
give permission to feel good about them? 

13. St. Louis Blues 

I keep waiting for the Blues to slow down but their power play is really 
good, the offense is clicking, and Jordan Binnington isn’t even ruining it. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers are gaslighting me into thinking they are good, but I am trying 
to resist. Fool me once, etc. (I predicted them to win the East last season 
and will never be fooled again.) 

15. Vegas Golden Knights 

Things correct themselves, or something, so the Golden Knights are 
going to be fine. Shea Theodore being out is going to be rough, but they 
also have shown they can play without like, half their roster. 

16. Anaheim Ducks 

Max Comtois will be out for six weeks, and that’s a huge bummer. I have 
no idea if the Ducks are good, but they’re fun as heck. 

17. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Once Sidney Crosby is back in form I don’t think the Penguins are going 
to be down here long. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Having the Kings here might be generous, but they’ve also been kind of 
enjoyable. All for the Tobias Bjornfoot and Arthur Kaliyev era. 

19. New Jersey Devils 

Here’s a fun one: The Devils lead the league in take-aways. That’s not 
what I would have guessed, but that’s pretty cool for them. 

20. New York Islanders 

On Friday night the Islanders finally played a home game, evidence that 
their new arena is indeed real. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks have the best penalty kill in the league, so at least it’s an 
answer as to why the Sharks are not the worst team this season. 

22. Nashville Predators 

This is the one team in the league I just think about the absolute least. 

Sponsored 

23. Dallas Stars 

The Riley Tufte thing this week was really a bummer. Like there just was 
no need to not play him after he bought tickets for his whole family. I 
don’t know. Just really felt bad. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Eh. They’re not going to be a contender or anything. They barely beat the 
Coyotes. Just eh. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

The Sabres were 2-6-2 in their past 10 games entering Friday. All good 
things must end. 

26. Seattle Kraken 

Not that things could get much worse lately, but the Kraken having to 
face Carolina, Washington, Tampa Bay and Florida in four games in a 
row is definitely going to make things worse. 

27. Detroit Red Wings 

Reality is setting in. The Red Wings are gonna be bad, the sun will come 
up, all of that. 

28. Ottawa Senators 
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What a brutal time for them with COVID-19 and missing games. Just a 
real rough go of it. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Maybe Derek King is the answer there, I don’t know. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Entering Friday the Canadiens had lost 13 games, and only two of those 
were one-goal decisions, but maybe the fact they’ve had only two close 
games like that is a bad sign itself. 

31. Vancouver Canucks 

The big takeaway for the Kraken here should be at least they are not the 
Canucks right now. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Still thinking about how they beat the Kraken, and that should feel bad for 
just about everyone. 
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Pregame Kraken notes: Philipp Grubauer won’t face ex-team as Chris 
Driedger gets start in net vs. Avalanche 

 

By Marisa Ingemi  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

At some point, things start to feel the same; the Kraken feel like they’re 
doing the necessary things to get wins, but there always seems to be a 
turning point in games that prevents that. They give up a bad goal, a 
breakaway or turnover, and then they storm back only to fall just short. 

They want to break that habit, but the schedule is getting tougher. The 
Colorado Avalanche, who face the Kraken on Friday night at Climate 
Pledge Arena, have won three in a row and have been a Stanley Cup 
favorite for a couple years. They’re not quite healthy, and it never feels 
like they are; the latest player to miss time is Nathan MacKinnon. 

Once again, though, the Kraken are focused on their own game. They 
made the interesting choice to start Chris Driedger on Friday, instead of 
usual starter Philipp Grubauer against his former team. There’s no way 
around Grubauer’s numbers being rough, and at some point Driedger 
was going to get another crack at it. 

“I talked with Grubi about it,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said. ” … 
Grubi’s ready to go whenever we need him, and he’ll have another 
opportunity to face his former team.” 

Former Avalanche forward Joonas Donskoi is in a revenge-game 
scenario of his own and still seeking his first goal of the season. 

Meanwhile, the Kraken are on a five-game losing streak. They’re at risk 
of losing the entire six-game homestand, with Washington and Carolina 
visiting next, and then a tough Thanksgiving back-to-back set in Florida. 

They continue to say the right things, but that hasn’t translated to their 
play on the ice. 

“We’re at a point in the year where it’s still early, but we can’t do what 
we’re doing right now and still be successful,” forward Ryan Donato said. 
“But if you’re too urgent that can cause a sense of panic. I think if we 
stick to what we know, we have spurts where we play really, really good. 
That’s the urgency we’ve had all the time.” 

Projected Kraken lines 

Based on Friday’s morning skate: 

Forwards: 

Jaden Schwartz-Alexander Wennberg-Jordan Eberle 

Brandon Tanev-Yanni Gourde-Colin Blackwell 

Marcus Johansson-Jared McCann-Calle Jarnkrok 

Ryan Donato-Morgan Geekie-Joonas Donskoi 

Defense 

Jamie Oleksiak-Mark Giordano 

Carson Soucy-Vince Dunn 

Jeremy Lauzon-Adam Larsson 

Notes 

Carson Soucy goes back in after being scratched for Haydn Fleury on 
Wednesday. 

Chris Driedger makes his second start of the season after losing against 
Vegas last week. 

Yanni Gourde didn’t skate in the morning, but Hakstol called it a 
maintenance day and the forward group would remain the same. 

Broadcast info 

Time/place: 7 p.m., Climate Pledge Arena 

TV: ESPN +, Hulu 

Radio: KJR-AM (950) 

About the Avalanche 

This season: 7-5-1 (last game: 4-2 win over Vancouver) 

Player to WATCH: Gabriel Landeskog 

Notes: Darcey Keumper is the Avalanche starter in net. … Colorado’s 
12.79 high-danger shooting percentage is fifth lowest in the NHL. … The 
Avalanche’s 3.54 goals per game are third most in the league. 

Projected lines 

Forwards: 

Landeskog-Rantanen-Burakovsky 

Nichushkin-Kadri-Aube-Kubel 

Jost-Newhook-O’Connor 

Helm-Megna-Sherwood 

Defense: 

Toews-Makar 

Girard-Johnson 

Johnson-Murray 
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‘Frustrated’ Kraken fall to Colorado as losing streak reaches six games  

 

BY LAUREN KIRSCHMAN UPDATED NOVEMBER 19, 2021  
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Lately, it’s been a matter of when and by how much, not if, the Kraken 
will fall behind.  

Early on, Seattle’s 7-3 loss to the Avalanche on Friday night could have 
easily been one of recent losses to Chicago or Minnesota or Anaheim.  

But as the second period came to an end — and a two-goal Colorado 
lead turned into six — it became clear that Friday would be different.  

There would be no burst of energy, no meaningful third-period push, no 
reason to pull the goaltender in a last-ditch attempt to tie the score.  

No, this game was well out of hand before the second intermission.  

The result was the same, though — another Kraken loss, the sixth 
straight and eighth in nine games.  

They are 2-9-1 when their opponent scores first, including 0-8 when 
training after the first period.  

“We’re all frustrated,” said Seattle forward Jordan Eberle.  

“We expect to compete every night and compete in this league.  

When you’re losing games, and obviously the way that’s gone, and then 
this happens tonight and it escalated.  

We’re frustrated.  

“We all love being here.  

We all love the city of Seattle.  

We’ve seen the rink, facilities, everything they’ve put out for us.  

We want to do well for the city and we want to build a culture here that 
starts to win.  

When stuff like this happens, especially early on, it’s frustrating but it’s 
hard to hang your head and there’s no really no time.  

The greatest thing about hockey is you lose a game and you got another 
game in two days or a day and a half.” Andre Burakovsky scored a 
power-play goal early in the opening period to give the Avalanche a 1-0 
lead.  

Less than 2 minutes later, Valeri Nichushkin added a goal on a 
shorthanded breakaway.  

Colorado entered the first intermission with a 2-0 advantage “I thought 
we were moving pretty good throughout the first period,” said Kraken 
head coach Dave Hakstol.  

“I thought we were engaged competitively.  

The short-handed goal can take the wind out of your sails for sure.  

We got back to it and stayed with it.  

At that point in time, we dug ourselves a hole, but it didn’t feel like there 
was a real sag in terms of the mentality of the bench.” That changed in 
the second period as the floodgates truly opened.  

A Mikko Rantanen goal and it was 3-0.  

A Burakovsky power-play goal and it was 4-0.  

“It comes down to better starts, for sure,” Eberle said.  

“We have to find a way to score first.  

… If you look at the first-period stats, we’re trailing most games.  

That is a tough way to win hockey games in this league, especially 
against a good team like Colorado.  

We have to find a way to get better starts.  

We have to find a way to eliminate odd-man rushes and we have to find 
a way to be in more sync and play better as a team.  

It’s that simple.”  

Chris Driedger got the start in net against Colorado in place of No.  

1 goalie Philipp Grubauer, who came to Seattle from the Avalanche.  

After Burakovsky’s goal, the Kraken made a switch.  

But that’s just about the only thing that changed.  

The Avalanche just kept coming.  

5-0.  

6-0.  

7-0.  

The Kraken avoided a shutout thanks to a power-play goal from Eberle in 
the third period.  

Brandon Tanev and Colin Blackwell added goals to produce the final 
score, but the game was well out of hand by then.  

“We’re playing too loose,” said Kraken captain Mark Giordano.  

“I think we’re getting down in games and we’re not helping ourselves 
when we get down.  

We’re taking more chances when we get down.  

Against good teams, they’re going to make you pay because you’re 
giving them a lot of odd-man rushes, you’re giving them a lot of zone 
time.  

“We’re taking way too many risks early in the game.  

We got to find a way to try and get the first (goal) and that’s important but 
also when we get down, we still got to be patient.  

… I felt like it went from bad to really bad in a hurry because we were 
basically taking chances.  

It was all or nothing basically.” The Kraken have two games remaining in 
their six-game home stand, but they’re still looking for their first win.  

They’ll face the Washington Capitals on Sunday and the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Wednesday before heading back on the road..  

“We have nothing to lose,” Eberle said.  

“We should have zero pressure on us and we should have a team that 
goes out there and plays to find ways to win on just that aspect of being 
the underdog.” 

Read more at: 
https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/article255982032.html#storylink=
cpy 
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Makar, Burakovsky score 2 goals each, Avs beat Seattle Kraken 7-3 

 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

SEATTLE (AP) — Cale Makar had two goals and an assist, Andre 
Burakovsky scored two power-play goals and the Colorado Avalanche 
beat the Seattle Kraken 7-3 on Friday night. 

Avalanche 7, Seattle Kraken 3: Box Score 

Makar! 
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On his own rebound!#GoAvsGo pic.twitter.com/77bVugI8xm 

— Colorado Avalanche (@Avalanche) November 20, 2021 

Darcy Kuemper had 25 saves and the Avalanche’s Nazem Kadri 
extended his points streak to eight games with two assists. Colorado won 
its fourth straight game, has outscored their opponents 24-7 during that 
streak and are 6-1-1 in their last eight. 

Jordan Eberle, Brandon Tanev and Colin Blackwell scored for the 
Kraken, which lost their sixth straight and seven of eight. 

Colin Blackwell nets his first goal with the #SeaKraken   
pic.twitter.com/mgyhKVaGEq 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) November 20, 2021 

Chris Dreidger made his second start in goal for the Kraken, but he 
looked uncomfortable from the start and allowed four goals on Colorado’s 
first 13 shots, bookended by Burakovsky’s power-play goals. 

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol pulled Dreidger at 5:33 of the second period 
for Philipp Grubauer, who didn’t fare much better, giving up three goals 
as the Avs built a 7-0 lead. 

Hakstol announced Dreidger would start Friday morning over Grubauer, 
a finalist for the Veniza Trophy last year with the Avalanche. But, like his 
team, Grubauer struggled in his first month with Seattle with a 3.18 goals 
against average and a .877 save percentage. 

The move did not spark the Kraken. Burakovsky got things rolling at 4:04 
of the first period following Ryan Donato’s hooking minor. A few minutes 
later, two Kraken players collided on Seattle’s power play and Tyson Jost 
sent the loose puck ahead to Valeri Nichushkin, who beat Dreidger stick 
side on the breakaway at 6:39 for the Avs’ NHL-leading fourth 
shorthanded goal of the season. 

Makar opened the scoring with an assist from Kadri at 3:01 of the second 
period and Burakovsky made it 4-0 with his second power play score at 
5:33. 

The Avs didn’t slow down, either: Makar scored his second goal at 12:48 
from Darren Helm, and Erik Johnson and Nicolas Aube-Kubel added 
goals for the Avs. 

NOTES: The Avs signed coach Jared Bednar to a two-year extension 
that runs through the 2023-24 season. … Johnson’s goal gave him 62, 
moving him into a fourth-place tie with Rob Blake for most career goals 
for an Avs defenseman. … Eberle has scored a point in seven straight 
games. … With seven goals, Tanev has already matched his 2020-21 
total. … Kuemper is 5-1 in his last six games. 
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Where do the Kraken go from here after tough loss to Avalanche, their 
6th in a row? 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Nov 20, 2021 4  

 

It’s the question of the moment. Well, one of them. 

Where do the Seattle Kraken go from here? 

Here, in this particular case, is sifting through the aftermath of a sixth 
consecutive defeat, the latest a 7-3 loss Friday to the Colorado 
Avalanche at Climate Pledge Arena. It’s the second time this season, 
and the second time in eight days, that the Kraken have allowed seven 
goals, and the loss keeps them in a tie with the Ottawa Senators for the 
second-lowest point total in the entire NHL. 

“Well, we’re playing too loose,” Kraken captain Mark Giordano said. 
“We’re getting down in games, and we’re not helping ourselves when we 
get down. We’re taking more chances when we get down. Against good 
teams, they are going to make you pay. You’re giving them odd-man 
rushes. You’re giving them a lot of zone time on their chances because 
we’re taking way too many risks early in the game.” 

Giordano elaborated on how the Kraken need to score the first goal. But 
even they don’t, they must find a way to be patient. 

“I felt like it went from bad to really bad there in a hurry,” Giordano said. 
“We were taking chances. It was all or nothing in the second for a little 
bit. You can’t play like that against that team.” 

Friday started with intrigue. The expectation was that Philipp Grubauer 
would start against the team that helped him go from a promising backup 
who could be a starter elsewhere to a Vezina Trophy finalist within three 
years. But then Chris Driedger was the first goaltender off the ice at the 
morning skate. Soon, Kraken coach Dave Hakstol confirmed that 
Driedger would receive the nod over Grubauer against the Avs. 

Driedger’s home debut came with immediate challenges. The Kraken fell 
behind a little more than four minutes into the game when Andre 
Burakovsky scored a power-play goal. Less than three minutes later, 
Driedger faced a breakaway. Each stride generated by the hulking Valeri 
Nichushkin brought Driedger a step closer toward perhaps getting a stop 
in an area of the Kraken’s game that has been an issue. 

Nichushkin, as he has done before, found an opening and did more than 
just double the Avs’ lead. The goal became the 20th an opponent has 
scored in the first period against the Kraken this season, which further 
underscores the problem with slow starts. At Climate Pledge, the Kraken 
are minus-3 in goal differential. And yet, they’ve allowed only one high-
danger scoring chance in five-on-five play in the opening frame. It’s a lot 
to unravel. 

By the end of the second, the Avs had turned a two-goal lead into a six-
goal cushion. Driedger was pulled for Grubauer. And when the second 
period ended, the team skated to the dressing room and Brandon Tanev 
smashed his stick against the boards before disappearing down the 
hallway. 

“To be honest with you, even though we are in a little bit of a skid right 
now, every day at the rink, guys are happy to be here. It’s a very positive 
group,” Kraken winger Colin Blackwell said. “I think we gotta dial it in and 
look at ourselves in the mirror and get off to some better starts.” 

It’s a familiar, oft-discussed list of problems: Finding ways to get off to 
better starts. Eliminating the mistakes that lead to opponents’ goals. 
Getting consistent goaltending. 

“Yeah, I am going to stop you right there. It has nothing to do with Grubi 
or Driedger,” Blackwell said. “They work their ass off every single day 
when they come to the rink. We’re a team. It’s a unit of five or six. Guys 
like that, it’s tough to play that position. They always get the lashing from 
people on the outside. They play their ass off, and I respect the hell out 
of both of them. We gotta do a better job. … It has nothing to do with 
them. It’s a team thing. We gotta do a better job in front of them.” 

What was new Friday was a discussion about the Kraken’s identity. 

In their first month of existence, they lost five of their first six games. 
Subtract the five-goal loss to the Philadelphia Flyers, and each defeat 
during that stretch was absorbed by a team that aggressively 
forechecked opponents to keep scores close. But as Giordano 
acknowledged, the Kraken have fallen into a trap of trying to make too 
much happen instead of relying upon their core principles. 

“In the last little while, way too many risks in our game,” Giordano said. 
“We play well for long stretches and we get down, I think tonight, they 
had a power play and a short-handed one early. We get down and take a 
few too many risks in the second. Two-nothing in this league isn’t a lead 
that you can’t come back from. It’s a lead you have to chip away and 
grind away against a good team.” 
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So what is this team’s identity when it gets away from applying the 
aggressively forechecking structure? It’s clearly not one the Kraken want. 

“We gotta get back to it,” Giordano said. “I think we’ve gotten away from 
it a little bit. Our identity is obviously an extremely hardworking team, 
good on the forecheck, and we have to take a lot more pride in playing 
well defensively and taking less goals. Like you said, it’s been too many 
too often in the last little bit.” 

Blackwell and Giordano talked about the accountability individual players 
must take along with the team as a whole. In a season filled with 
questions, one lingers above the rest after Friday: 

Where do the Kraken go from here? 

“We look at ourselves in the mirror, to be honest with you,” Blackwell 
said. “I look at myself in the mirror. What can I do better? It’s not pointing 
fingers. Watch the film, and that is what we do every day. We gotta get 
back to work tomorrow and get better every single day. For me, it is what 
can I do better to help my team? I’m supposed to be a catalyst, and it’s 
my third game here and I haven’t really tilted the ice too, too much. Gotta 
get your legs underneath us, and I think when we play for one another, 
that’s when we’ve been successful and played as a team. 

“Like I said, it’s nobody’s fault. We gotta look at each other and look at 
ourselves in the mirror and what we can we do better as individuals every 
single day to kind of build ourselves out of this mess.” 
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With the Avs and Caps on deck, Kraken’s Philipp Grubauer facing level 
of scrutiny he avoided in former stops 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Nov 19, 2021 38  

 

Practice has ended, and several people walking the rubberized floors 
near the dressing rooms within Climate Pledge Arena are all waiting for 
Philipp Grubauer. 

It starts with Jaden Schwartz telling Grubauer he will wait for him near 
the loading dock. The Seattle Kraken’s public relations staff is also there 
to make sure Grubauer leaves the arena on time for the obligation 
awaiting him and Schwartz. Soon after, a member of the Colorado 
Avalanche’s public relations staff approaches Grubauer with a request to 
sign a jersey for someone within the organization who was fond of him 
during his three-year tenure. 

This is the point at which Grubauer’s past and present have collided. 
Waiting to meet one current teammate while knowing he will spend the 
evening having dinner with a few of his former teammates, only to spend 
the following night trying to beat them when the Kraken host the 
Avalanche. Then, he will do it again over the weekend when his other 
former team, the Washington Capitals, come through on Sunday. 

“Looking at Washington after Colorado, you won a (Stanley) Cup with 
them,” Grubauer said. “There are some guys who are still around from 
that team. Those are memories you share and you want to beat them. It’s 
the same thing against Colorado. You want to beat your friends. You 
want to beat your old team. Definitely circled this one on the calendar 
and the one in Colorado for sure as well.” 

And this is when the conversation shifts to how interesting it must be to 
be in Grubauer’s position. He’s not just another goaltender playing 
against his former teams — he’s one of the faces of an expansion 
franchise that has lost five straight games and seven of their last eight in 
total. Several arguments have been raised about why the Kraken 

continue to struggle and why their first season could be a challenging 
one for anyone who believed the playoffs could be a possibility. 

One of the debates often held around this subject is about the role 
Grubauer has played within those defeats. Enough is in place to suggest 
goaltenders are among the most scrutinized players — all of their 
mistakes are amplified by blaring horns and loud music. Grubauer is no 
different, but his circumstances are what make the narrative surrounding 
the Kraken rather polarizing. 

Kraken general manager Ron Francis and his front office staff used the 
offseason to construct the franchise’s inaugural roster in which defense 
and goaltending appeared to be the hallmarks. Signing Grubauer to a 
six-year deal carrying a $5.9 million cap hit fortified that philosophy. It 
was the sort of dollar figure and term that placed Grubauer into a new 
stratosphere when it came to his place within an organization. He went 
from being part of the Capitals’ future and the Avs’ core to the Kraken’s 
highest-selling sweater — a role he never had to worry about playing 
alongside all-stars such as Nicklas Backstrom, Alex Ovechkin, Gabriel 
Landeskog and Nathan MacKinnon. 

Losing five games in a row along with a 4-11-1 record means people 
point fingers. Now, throw in the fact Grubauer is 4-8-1 with a 3.18 goals-
against average and a .877 save percentage — this is why quite a few of 
those fingers are being directed at Grubauer. 

“I don’t think anyone in our locker room is pointing fingers,” the soon-to-
be 30-year-old from Bavaria said. 

Not your teammates, Philipp. But the outside world. They are the ones 
pointing. 

“Ah. Yeah, we don’t really care about the outside world,” Grubauer said. 
“It’s about the guys in the locker room. Obviously, you can make more 
stops. But it is still a team sport. Everybody has to contribute. Everybody 
has to do their job on the ice. You have to be reliable for your teammate, 
right? That is what we are trying to do. Nobody said it was going to be 
easy. Nobody said we were going to be a Vegas 2.0. We are building 
and I think when you look at the last three or four games, we have gotten 
better in those small areas. 

“Yeah, the outcome is not there. But once we figure it out and once that 
change comes, I think we are going to be really good. We just have to 
trust the process and trust what is ahead. You can’t get frustrated. You 
can’t keep your head down. Just because we lose a game, it doesn’t 
mean it’s the end of the world.” 

Philipp Grubauer (Steven Bisig / USA Today) 

The allure of signing Grubauer was also knowing the Kraken were adding 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. Grubauer’s final season in Colorado was one 
that led to expectations. He finished with a .971 save percentage in low-
danger unblocked shot attempts, according to MoneyPuck. He also 
finished with a .883 save percentage in medium-danger unblocked shot 
attempts while posting a .770 save percentage in high-danger unblocked 
shot attempts. 

Among goaltenders who played at least 20 games in last season’s 
truncated campaign that was good enough to be in the top four in all 
those categories. 

On Thursday, Grubauer’s low-danger unblocked shot attempt save 
percentage with the Kraken is .956, which ranks second-to-last among 
goaltenders with at least 10 games this season, per MoneyPuck. 
Grubauer’s medium-danger unblocked shot attempt save percentage is 
.785, which is last among goalies with at least 10 games. Meanwhile, his 
high-danger unblocked shot attempt save percentage is .600, and that 
ranks fifth from last. 

“I don’t really look at that too much,” Grubauer said. “You gotta just make 
the next save. For a goalie, it takes some time to figure out guys in front 
of you and the system as well. What we give up. In Colorado, it took half 
a year as well. Not saying it needs to take half a year, some guys might 
need 10 or 20 games. Some guys don’t care at all and they do it in one 
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game. It took some time in Denver, too, looking back. It’s going to take 
some time here, too.” 

Grubauer’s first season with the Avs was one that saw Jared Bednar 
ease him into the system. He was part of a tandem featuring veteran 
Semyon Varlamov, who already had a familiarity with the team’s 
structure. Grubauer won six of his first nine starts while posting a 3.03 
goals-against average and a .906 save percentage. He struggled in his 
next 10 games across January and February with a 3.93 GAA and a .860 
save percentage before finding the comfort needed to become the team’s 
No. 1 goaltender and guide them into the playoffs. 

The point raised about getting adjusted to a new system is immediately 
met with a question about what makes the Avs’ and Kraken’s approaches 
different. 

Especially when there appear to be so many similarities. 

Part of what made the Avs’ overall defensive structure effective was 
allowing a league-best 25.4 shots per game while giving up the fewest 
high-danger chances in five-on-five sequences. It was a philosophy 
centered around forcing opponents into taking longer-range shots in an 
attempt to make it easier for Grubauer (or whoever was in net) to stop 
those chances. 

The Kraken have taken a similar approach. They entered Thursday 
allowing the fewest shots on goal in the league at 25.6, while 
surrendering the fifth-fewest high-danger scoring chances, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. Last season, the Avs led the NHL with a 1.77 
expected goals against per 60 minutes, whereas the Kraken are fifth at 
2.14 expected goals against per 60 minutes. 

So if both systems are producing similar results — with the 
understanding the Kraken have a shorter sample size — then shouldn’t 
Grubauer have similar success to what he had with the Avalanche? 

“I think it is always the situation,” Grubauer explained. “You might play it 
a little bit different than we played in Colorado. You have a defenseman 
who might play it a little bit different, not as aggressive, maybe as 
aggressive in Colorado. You never know. So these are all factors that 
depend on it. Like backchecking, like forwards when they turn the puck 
over, who is pressuring them? Sometimes, we didn’t have it in the past 
here. So, there is more time and room for guys versus Colorado 
sometimes where we were a fast team and we were pressuring guys. 
You try to do the same thing here, but it’s just not coming together yet. It 
always depends on the situation. There is not one solution I can give you. 
There are a bunch of reasons why.” 

Another area where the Kraken have experienced issues is breakaway 
goals and goals scored in transition. 

Look at the Kraken’s 4-2 loss Tuesday against the Chicago Blackhawks, 
namely when Kirby Dach played an outlet pass through the seam that 
found Alex DeBrincat, who sped in on the net for a point-blank chance 
that beat Grubauer. DeBrincat’s goal doubled the Blackhawks’ lead in a 
period that saw the Kraken generate more offensive consistency as 
evidenced by the fact they had 16 shots and seven high-danger scoring 
chances across all sequences. 

But a save would have kept it a one-goal game and potentially added 
more life to the Kraken’s comeback attempt. 

“It always depends upon the situation like I just answered with the last 
question,” Grubauer said. “What is the situation? How aggressive can 
you be? As a goalie, how much ice can you take versus (how much ice) 
can you take with how much speed is coming in? You just gotta make a 
stop and find a way to save the puck, and that’s all.” 

One of the discussion points Grubauer mentioned throughout the course 
of a 10-minute interview was about reinforcing how perspective is 
everything. He explained how the Kraken are in “a unique situation” 
because they do not have a core that has been in place for at least a 
couple of years. Having that understanding is why Grubauer said he 
continues to apply a pragmatic approach during the team’s current skid. 

“If I am on the ice, I don’t slam sticks or get too emotional. I always try to 
stay level-headed,” Grubauer said. “In the locker room, some guys 
maybe look up to you. Maybe they look up to the more experienced guys 
like (Mark Giordano), Schwartz and (Jordan Eberle) that have played a 
lot of games. With young guys, if they see you are nervous or frustrated 
— there is a time and place for that. I think it’s the wrong approach if you 
slam sticks and get frustrated and (are) pointing fingers. 

“At the end of the day, everybody has got to look in the mirror and ask 
themselves, ‘What they can do better?’ That’s the way I see it.” 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Behind the scenes of the Alex 
Ovechkin-Nicklas Backstrom commercial 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Nov 19, 2021 17  

 

We were standing outside the visitors’ locker room at the Honda Center 
in Anaheim on Tuesday, where Alex Ovechkin had just answered a 
series of questions about how, at 36, he is off to the best start of his NHL 
career. 

Ovechkin is the NHL’s reigning player of the week after scoring eight 
points in four games. This comes after he won October’s player-of-the-
month award, ahead of the luminous Connor McDavid and the resurgent 
Frederik Andersen. Recently, Ovechkin passed Brett Hull to move into 
fourth place on the NHL’s all-time goalscoring list – he is currently at 742 
— and if he keeps up even a reasonable facsimile of this pace, Jaromir 
Jagr, at 766, is within his sights at some point later in the season. 

But now we have shifted the conversation to the subject that’s really on 
people’s minds when it relates to Ovechkin: His latest television 
commercial venture. 

Inquiring minds wanted to know, how did Ovechkin and long-time 
Capitals’ teammate Nicklas Backstrom end up in what is surely one of 
the smartest – and slyly written – ads of the year? It’s a commercial 
prepared for the insurance company MassMutual that runs about 30 
seconds, and also features Ovechkin’s wife, Nastya, who delivers her 
lines in a steely, deadpan manner. All three play their parts well, but 
ultimately Nastya Ovechkin steals the show, something Alex is only too 
happy to discuss. 

“She’s a model and she was here in L.A., in school to become an 
actress,” Ovechkin explained to me. “She loves doing that kind of stuff. 
Hopefully somebody’s gonna see it and they give her more commercial 
work. 

“If she can, she’d be interested in that for sure.” 

The NHL’s schedule may be back to normal this year, in terms of travel 
between Canada and the United States, but there does remain a great 
television divide between the two countries. It means Canadian viewers 
may not have seen Ovechkin’s commercial, whereas in the U.S., you 
can’t miss it. 

According to Backstrom, the commercial was shot before the start of the 
season at a Capitals’ season-ticket holder’s home in Arlington, Va., near 
the team’s practice facility. 

“Everything was very convenient and their house was great,” said 
Backstrom, in a telephone interview from Washington, where he is still 
rehabbing from offseason hip surgery. 

Backstrom said he doesn’t eat much cereal normally and hasn’t touched 
any since shooting the commercial. But that day, he consumed a lot. 
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“Actually, the producer wanted me to say my line when I had cereal in my 
mouth, so there was a lot of cereal eating – and a lot of slurping milk, 
too.” 

Maybe the best part of the entire spot is what happens after Backstrom 
delivers his one-and-only line: The camera shifts to a table that features 
two photographs. One is from Ovechkin and Nastya’s wedding; the other 
is of Backstrom celebrating his 500th career assist, with Ovechkin 
leaning in, smiling. The wedding photo is significantly smaller – and 
clearly dwarfed by the larger enlargement of two long-time teammates, 
marking an important milestone in Backstrom’s career. 

But Backstrom says: “My favorite part of the commercial is, no one 
expected me to be in there at the start. Then they just Zoom in on me – 
and it’s kind of like Ovie and Nastya having a normal conversation at 
home and all of a sudden, I’m showing up.” 

Presumably, he’s not always over at the Ovechkins for breakfast? 

“I’m not … but that day I was.” 

David Abrutyn, Ovechkin’s marketing representative and a partner at 
Bruin Capital, said the original plan was to cast an actress to play the 
part of Alex’s wife, until he pointed out that Nastya Ovechkin is an 
actress herself. That solved one problem immediately. 

MassMutual is an NHL corporate sponsor and last year, during the 
revamped schedule, had their name attached to the East Division. 

“MassMutual wanted to focus on duos and the ability of duos to deliver a 
breakthrough message,” said Abrutyn, “and so they reached out to us. 
Obviously, we’re biased. I suppose there’s an argument to be made for 
Leon (Draisaitl) and Connor (McDavid) as the top duo, but when it comes 
to a body of work, I think Ovie and Backy and what they’ve done 
together, in terms of duos in the NHL, they’re right there.” 

But Ovechkin has a long history of success in front of the camera, going 
back to his rookie season, when the NHL featured him in a spot with 
Sidney Crosby as the twin new faces of the game. Over the years, 
Ovechkin’s natural charisma just comes through whenever he’s trying to 
promote the game, which Abrutyn says is more necessary than ever 
given the financial challenges the pandemic has created in the business 
of hockey. 

“You can look back at the spots Alex has done over the years and it’s 
why he is who he is,” said Abrutyn. “To me, his ESPN late-night 
commercial is top five of the hundreds they’ve done – so creative. Alex 
just has an understanding of what that means from a marketing 
standpoint.” 

It took only about half a day to shoot all the necessary raw footage for the 
MassMutual piece to come together. 

“When you actually dissect the shots, there’s some wide-angle shots and 
closer-angle shots, and the way they put it together is, you have to shoot 
both running with dialogue,” said Abrutyn. “I think Alex ate an entire box 
of cereal and he had to have a mouthful of it when he was talking. There 
were a bunch of takes, but there’s not a huge reel of bloopers either. 

“Credit to his wife too. No surprise – they came to the set prepared. It 
wasn’t like they were starting from scratch in terms of what the dialogue 
was.” 

According to Backstrom, the project came together quickly. The NHLPA 
reached out to him, asked if he was willing to do it and when he said yes, 
he was sent a script. Within a week or two they started shooting. 

“There were different versions, one longer, one shorter, but I think when I 
saw it, I gave the green light,” said Backstrom. “It was a funny script and 
personally I think it turned out pretty good. I don’t read too much on 
social media, but the people who’ve commented on it, so far, they all 
seem to love it. The feedback has been good.” 

Ovechkin doesn’t get nervous in front of the camera, not before and not 
now. 

“We basically just sit on the couch and you have to remember your line 
but – yeah it was pretty cool, pretty fun. 

“If I don’t have fun, I’m not going to do it.” 

The Olympic question 

The NHL and the players association have up until Jan. 10 to pull out of 
the Olympics if COVID-19 outbreaks continue to force postponing 
games, as it did this past week with the Senators. Some owners would 
happily see that as a positive: A chance to bow out gracefully from an 
event they didn’t’ particularly want to attend in the first place and agreed 
to mostly as a means of getting a collective bargaining extension last 
summer. And it isn’t because they don’t want to see best-on-best 
competition, which has been absent from the international hockey 
schedule since the last World Cup back in 2016. 

But there is a fear that the players who’ll compete in the Olympics are 
also the key pieces of their NHL teams and that an Olympics played half 
a world away in China could have a negative effect on performance down 
the stretch. A reasonable take, and it made me wonder, did the decision 
to participate in previous Olympics have an impact on what happened 
once they were over? 

For the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake City and the 2010 Games in 
Vancouver, travel – and adjusting to time zones – wasn’t really an issue, 
and thus didn’t create the same levels of fatigue as the three others 
played overseas: 1998 in Nagano, 2006 in Turin and 2014 in Sochi. 

If you look back at playoff results focused on just those three seasons, 
the answers are inconclusive. If you operate on the assumption that the 
best teams also, on average, produced the most Olympians, then the 
1998 Red Wings managed a neat trick. They had a star-studded lineup 
that finished with the third-best regular-season record in the league and 
then went on to repeat as Stanley Cup champions. 

It was a completely different story in 2006, however, where upsets were 
the order of the day once playoffs started, especially in the Western 
Conference, which saw the top four seeded teams (Detroit, Dallas, 
Calgary and Nashville) all lose in the opening round. The West’s No. 8 
seed, Edmonton, ultimately made it all the way to the Stanley Cup Final. 
It was a little more predictable in the East, where Ottawa had the best 
regular-season record but it was Carolina, the No. 2 seed, that eventually 
won it all. 

In 2014, the NHL was still in midst of a six-year span where one of 
Chicago or Los Angeles won the Stanley Cup five times. That year, both 
the Blackhawks and Kings made it to the playoffs after only moderately 
successful regular seasons as the No. 3 teams in their respective 
divisions. The Kings ultimately emerged to defeat the Rangers in the 
final. 

But that year, all six teams that managed 50 or more regular-season wins 
(Boston, Anaheim, San Jose, Pittsburgh, Colorado and St. Louis) had 
been eliminated by the time the Stanley Cup final was contested. 

Meanwhile, the Islanders ended up at the bottom of the Metropolitan 
Division standings. Any hopes that they might have had for a push over 
the final third of the season evaporated when their best player, John 
Tavares, suffered a season-ending injury in Sochi. 

Injuries, naturally, can happen to any player at any time. No matter what 
a team might say publicly about that, privately, you know that’s their 
greatest fear of all here – that their Stanley Cup aspirations could be 
submarined by an injury that occurs in an international competition that 
owners were not all that keen to participate in, in the first place. 

The Islanders watch 

The Islanders have been decidedly un-Islanders-like, especially of late, 
losing four in a row to wrap up their team-record 13-game road trip to 
open the season. Starting Saturday, they’ll move into their new home, 
UBS Arena, with a game against the Flames. 
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I’ve argued this year’s version of the Flames, under coach Darryl Sutter, 
is trying to mimic the recent success the Islanders have had under Barry 
Trotz, becoming a team that’s first on the puck, heavy on the forecheck 
and just difficult to play against because they can wear you down over 
the course of a 60-minute game. 

It helps too when you have sparkling goaltending: Calgary’s Jacob 
Markstrom recorded his fifth shutout of the season Thursday night, 
becoming just the 10th goaltender in history to manage that feat in 13 
games or fewer from the start of the season, and just the fourth in the 
modern era. (The others: Pascal Leclaire, Bernie Parent and Brian 
Boucher). Markstrom’s back-up, Dan Vladar, also has a shutout this 
season, giving the Flames’ six shutouts in 17 games. That hasn’t been 
done, according to Sportsnet Stats, by any team since the 1938-39 
Bruins. 

So far, the Flames have executed the formula far better than the 
Islanders to date, but you won’t really get a read on the Islanders until 
they get settled in at home, get to play in front of their own fans and get 
back to a semblance of normal NHL life. Just the way they played the last 
four games – after playing reasonably well in the first nine – showed 
signs of weariness. But it won’t help that Ryan Pulock, their top defender, 
will miss four-to-six weeks with a lower-body injury after blocking a shot 
the other night. Or that team captain Anders Lee has joined long-time 
forward Josh Bailey on the COVID list, meaning he won’t be in the lineup 
for the opening of the new building. 

Only a day before, Lee had spoken about how, if anyone deserves to be 
there for the opener, it was Bailey, an Islander since 2008-09. Instead, 
Bailey had to quarantine in Florida. Now, Lee is out too. So it’s patch-
and-plug for now and hope to get on a roll, the way the 2014 Rangers did 
after opening that season with their own extended road trip because of 
building construction. The Rangers did eventually make it all the way to 
the Stanley Cup Final, so that’s the good news. The bad news is, the way 
the divisions are shaping up, it looks as if there’ll ultimately be a clear 
divide between the top four and the bottom four teams, meaning it’s likely 
only four, not five, Metropolitan Division teams will be playoff bound. The 
Islanders are currently eighth, so a lot of ground to make up. 
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The Athletic / NHL’s total abandonment of series-style scheduling leaves 
road-weary players scratching their heads 

 

By Mark Lazerus Nov 19, 2021 231  

 

It’s not as if Steven Stamkos had his nose pressed up against the 
window in his hotel room at the Nashville Renaissance, a solitary tear 
slowly trickling down his cheek as he looked out at the revelry playing out 
before him on Broadway, just down the hill. 

But life on the road last season wasn’t far off from that, either. 

“It sucked,” Stamkos said. “You’d go into Nashville for three or four days 
and you can’t leave your hotel room. That’s a tease. You’re staring out 
your window at everyone else.” 

In another universe, one free of the coronavirus pandemic, the 2020-21 
NHL season could have been the best season ever for NHL players. A 
drastically overhauled and scaled-back schedule gave players dozens 
more nights off in various cities. It dramatically cut down on the number 
of hours spent in the air and dramatically increased the number of hours 
spent in an actual bed. It was easier to rest, to recover, to recuperate 
from the rigors of hockey. 

By scheduling two- and three-game series rather than the usual one-offs, 
the Blues didn’t have to go Winnipeg three separate times. The Kings 

didn’t have to trek up to Alberta three or four separate times. Detroit 
didn’t have to schlep to and from Florida a handful of times. And for the 
most part, players loved it. 

They just didn’t get a chance to enjoy it. Because of the pandemic 
restrictions, there were no leisurely team dinners. No beers with the 
boys. No raucous card games in the back of the plane. It was all, as 
Stamkos put it, a big tease. 

But now those restrictions are gone. NHL players are once again able to 
descend on Chicago steakhouses by the dozen, to enjoy some live music 
and a beer or two at Tootsie’s or Legends in Nashville, or to set up shop 
on a patio in Glendale’s Westgate Entertainment District. 

Only now the schedule’s back to the frantic, always-on-the-move style of 
old. Instead of staying overnight after a game, it’s time to load up the bus 
and drive straight to the tarmac for a 2 a.m. arrival from Denver or 
Raleigh or Boston. Instead of getting a couple of full days of sunshine in 
South Florida, it’s maybe an hour by the pool between the morning skate 
and the pregame nap after an evening arrival the night before. Instead of 
nine good hours of sleep in a quiet hotel room, it’s an hour or two of the 
neck-breaking, intermittent sleep of the damned on a plane, the kind that 
leaves you more tired than when you boarded. 

The complete abandonment of the popular series-style schedule was 
largely met with a shrug by fans who watch every game from the same 
couch. But a lot of players — the ones who reaped the physical and 
mental health benefits of the more leisurely pace — were left scratching 
their heads. 

“We were actually talking about this yesterday,” Seattle goalie Philipp 
Grubauer said shortly before training camps opened. “We would have 
thought after last year, it’s not a bad idea if you fly to L.A. and you play 
L.A. two times. It saves a little bit of money, it gives you more rest. … 
Yeah, I thought they would have done it in the division, but I guess we’re 
going back to the old schedule.” 

Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews has been lobbying for a revamped 
schedule for years, touting the scientifically proven benefits of a more 
normalized sleep schedule. Two years ago, he pitched the idea of 
baseball-style series scheduling, in which a team would knock out all its 
games against the Jets in one four- or five-day trip to Winnipeg. It was a 
revolutionary idea, one The Athletic mapped out for a full 82-game 
season in 2019. 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly listed all the logistical concerns — 
conflicts with NBA teams and concerts and monster-truck rallies and pro 
wrestling; franchises wary of having to market games against the same 
team for three straight nights; the fact that it wouldn’t allow every team to 
play in every city at least once each season — but the numbers were 
difficult to brush aside. According to the schedule put together by Dom 
Luszczyszyn, teams would fly an average of 20 to 27 fewer times a 
season, and the league’s carbon footprint would be reduced by some 
15.5 million pounds. 

It was music to Toews’ ears. And then the league actually went out and 
did what The Athletic had dubbed the Toews Schedule — the pandemic 
rendered the arena-availability issue moot — and Toews missed the 
entire season because of serious health problems triggered in part by his 
own bout with COVID-19. 

You can imagine Toews’ nose pressed up against the TV like it were a 
hotel window in Nashville, muttering to himself, “Oh, come on.” 

“I said that for a lot of different reasons last year, obviously,” Toews said 
with a weary smile. “It sounds like they enjoyed that part of it, not having 
to go straight to an airport and fly after a game. You can go back to the 
hotel and get a meal and hang out with the guys and just rest a little bit. I 
haven’t heard anything bad about it from anyone, so I don’t really 
understand why they don’t want to keep trying that. Even from a selling-
tickets standpoint, I feel like you could sell a series and people will get 
excited, knowing you’ll get some pretty heated games by the second or 
third game. I don’t know. All I know is the guys liked it a lot more.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 20, 2021 

 

Asked why the league abandoned the block scheduling completely, Daly 
told The Athletic that some teams felt better about it than others. He 
didn’t rule it out in the future, though, which is a notable change from 
when he dismissed it out of hand two years ago. 

“We agreed that, in certain circumstances, it was a positive development, 
in terms of how we were able to schedule last year,” Daly said. “And we 
kind of pledged to do it as much as is practical. … That schedule matrix 
is something that is being thought about, and it’s going to be discussed 
and looked at over the course of the season, in time for next season. I 
certainly wouldn’t rule out the trend toward doing more of the block 
scheduling than we have traditionally, though, because I do think it was 
generally well-received.” 

Daly was quick — and correct — to point out the one part of the 
discussion we’ve left out so far. Last year, teams played only within their 
divisions. With only seven opponents, the series-style schedule was a lot 
easier to pull off than it is with 31 opponents. And players generally agree 
that if it has to be an either/or scenario — either play everyone or play 
series — they’d grudgingly accept that the old-fashioned way is 
preferable. 

After all, everybody wants to go to Las Vegas and New York and 
Chicago and Vancouver and Florida and Southern California. 

“I ran into a few guys (at the preseason media tour in Chicago), Patrick 
Kane was one of them,” Kings defenseman Drew Doughty said. “I was 
like, ‘I’ve been playing you forever and a day (and it) feels like I haven’t 
seen you in a couple of years. So it was weird. … I don’t even know who 
plays for what team anymore, just because I didn’t see them for a year. It 
was weird and I miss traveling to these different cities.” 

But does it really have to be an either/or? That’s where the players find 
fault with the wholesale change back to the old normal. There are no 
series built into the NHL schedule this season, but there are still all those 
taxing home-and-homes, which fans love and players often dread. 

The full-blown block scheduling Luszczyszyn compiled is likely a pipe 
dream. Everyone gets that. 

But every little bit helps, right? 

“At least if it’s within your division,” Toews said. “Especially in our division 
(the Central), where you’ve got all these two-hour-plus flights. It’s a lot 
when you’re coming and going all the time. I don’t see why we didn’t give 
it a shot again, but who knows? Just keep doing your thing.” 

That was a common refrain among veterans around the league: Why not 
throw in a series here and there to save a couple of late nights here and 
there? Honestly, what Bruins fan doesn’t want to see an in-season series 
against Montreal? What Blues fan doesn’t want to see two or three 
straight against Chicago? 

“I’m sure it’s a lot harder to do than sit here and say (do it),” Anaheim 
goalie John Gibson said. “It was nice, as far as travel. Would it be nice to 
have a few in there? Yeah. But we’ve done it this way, when you’re 
always traveling, for so many years, so it’s not like you’re not used to it.” 

“I’m happy to get to play all the other teams again and go to different 
cities and just play against the whole league again,” Flyers center Sean 
Couturier said. “Should be good. (But) I don’t know if there was a way to 
maybe fit in back-to-backs in the same city. It would have been nice.” 

Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun was long dreading the move to 
the Central Division necessitated by Seattle’s entry into the league. Not 
because most had the Central pegged as a tougher and deeper division 
than the Pacific, but because Winnipeg is a nearly 3½-hour flight from 
Phoenix. So is Chicago. Nashville’s three hours away. St. Louis is 2½ 
hours, as is St. Paul. Dallas is a shade more than two. 

Denver, at about 1 hour, 45 minutes, is now the quickest trip in the 
division. 

“It’s tough on us, for sure,” Chychrun said. “It was so convenient having 
all those California teams and Vegas just so close to us. To not be going 

there as often and be going to teams that are obviously a lot farther away 
— it’s definitely going to be a bit harder on us, the travel. It’s something 
we’re just going to have to adapt to and get used to and just kind of live 
with.” 

Unsurprisingly, Chychrun is a Toews Schedule convert. And you can be 
sure that at some point this season, when he’s making yet another three-
hour trek across the Great Plains, he’ll be looking out that window, 
longing for the days of two-game sets in the same city. 

“I’m surprised, because I think that it’s just a good way to cut down on the 
travel,” he said. “But that’s not up to me. It is what it is. Maybe that’s 
something they’ll incorporate down the road. We’ll see.” 

It’s obviously less of a concern for players in the American northeast. The 
Flyers are within spitting distance of four of their division opponents. The 
Rangers could nap at home after a morning skate in Newark or on Long 
Island, if they really wanted to. 

Grubauer got to live that life when he played in Washington. It was 
different in Denver. It’s really different in Seattle. 

“That was the best part, playing in that division,” Grubauer said. 
“Because everyone was home at midnight.” 

There will never be another season exactly like 2020-21. At least, we can 
only hope there won’t be, for so many reasons. But from the standpoint 
of an NHL player, it wasn’t all bad. 

Because hockey’s hard. It’s hard on your body, it’s hard on your mind. 
And while nobody’s shedding a tear for pampered players who get driven 
from the arena directly to the base of the plane’s staircase to climb into 
their all-first-class seats and be fed gourmet food — no security lines, no 
waiting at a gate, no paying $5 for a Dasani and $6 for a bag of Cheez-Its 
that’ll serve as dinner — the health benefits of the series-style schedule 
are undeniable. 

And just imagine if they could have left their hotel rooms. 

“I enjoyed that for sure,” Stamkos said. “I understand you want to get to 
every city and everyone wants to see the best players play and things 
like that. But hopefully something can be worked out, because that was 
fun. That was something in the bubble that was great, the no-travel. It’s 
easier on your body from a recovery perspective. That was fun. So 
hopefully we can incorporate that down the road.”aaa 
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The Athletic / NHL business notebook: How to set a Penguins sale price? 
What’s the state of the RSN landscape? 

 

By Sean Shapiro Nov 19, 2021 47  

 

How do you figure out the proper sales price of an NHL team? 

That’s the question that the majority owners of the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Ron Burkle and Mario Lemieux, have been trying to figure out in 
negotiations with Fenway Sports Group. 

To get a better idea of what goes into the process, The Athletic spoke to 
individuals with direct knowledge of the two most recent sales of non-
expansion NHL franchises, the Arizona Coyotes and Carolina 
Hurricanes. These were deals in which there was an owner-to-owner 
sale instead of a direct deal with the league, as in the cases of the 
expansion Seattle Kraken and Vegas Golden Knights. 

“The number that eventually gets out will be interesting because there 
aren’t exact formulas or a science to this,” one source said. “Buying and 
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selling a team is more like selling one-of-one art pieces than it is anything 
else, it’s not like buying a house.” 

Scarcity is the keyword when it comes to sports franchises. Even though 
there are now 32 NHL teams, they rarely come up for sale, so when a 
sale is possible, like the Pittsburgh transaction, the team is the only thing 
like it available on the market. 

“So both sides come in with projections of what they think this could 
mean and where valuations and revenues will go,” the source said. “Then 
it becomes a question of what is fair for the current owner to actually get 
out of this business because selling a team is when you get the big 
payday in the NHL economic system.” 

It’s also what makes it tricky when relying on potential team valuations 
that are published and calculated by outlets such as Forbes and 
Sportico. Sportico recently valued the Penguins at $845 million. The 
Penguins were purchased by a group led by Lemieux and Burkle for 
$107 million in 1999. 

“To me, the conversation doesn’t even start unless both sides already 
know it’s gonna be at $900 million,” one source said. “Those public 
number valuations are more math-based and aren’t based on demand or 
scarcity. When you take scarcity into account, it raises the price point 
considerably.” 

The rising cost of teams has also limited which type of individual can 
actually buy a major sports franchise. You essentially have to be a 
billionaire or a conglomerate like Fenway Sports Group now to even get 
a seat at the table. 

“Anyone buying a team now can lose $10 to $15 million like it’s nothing,” 
the source said. “When those are the type of people buying and selling, 
and currently owning teams, without something drastically bad 
happening, a deal isn’t going to get done because it’s easier to hold the 
team and lose money than take anything less than you can get for a rare 
property.” 

The Pittsburgh situation and Lemieux’s potential continuity also impact 
the potential sale price. 

“Say the sale price is $900 million, but Mario stays on in some role with a 
decent percentage, without knowing the ins and outs or exacts, that’s the 
situation where I easily see a pre-written deal to buy him out in five or six 
years,” the source said. “So it’s really a $1.1 billion sale or something like 
that, with Mario getting a bit more and both sides getting some tax relief 
on the deal now.” 

The future of NHL team RSNs 

For years, regional sports networks have been one of the financial pillars 
that NHL teams have built revenue on. 

It’s often the third-largest category after ticket sales and sponsorships, 
but the RSN deal is almost uniformly the largest individual deal a team 
will cut with another entity. 

The RSN deal for an American NHL team averages out to roughly $25 
million per season. There is a wide range because of market size. The 
Tampa Bay Lightning, for example, make closer to $17 million, even with 
recent on-ice success, while the New Jersey Devils net $25 million per 
season because of proximity to the New York market. 

Historically RSN deals have also been long-term contracts. New Jersey’s 
deal with MSG Networks was a 20-year pact that expires in 2025. The 
Detroit Red Wings, who recently re-upped with Bally’s Sports, prior had a 
10-year deal with the network previously known as Fox Sports Detroit. 
The Los Angeles Kings are currently near the end of a 12-year deal 
signed during their Stanley Cup run in 2014. The Penguins have a deal 
with Root Sports that was signed in 2011 and runs through 2029. 

So, as you can see, contractually RSNs aren’t going anywhere anytime 
soon. But there at least is a shift in how teams are thinking about RSNs 
as the market is evolving and how we consume sports on television has, 
and continues, to drastically change. 

“Those long deals, I think aren’t going to happen for anyone whose deal 
is up in the next couple years,” a Western Conference executive said. 
“It’s something you would have never ever thought about before, but now 
we think it might make more sense to sign a two- or three-year deal when 
the time comes.” 

This is particularly true of the 12 NHL teams that currently have deals 
with the Sinclair-owned Bally Sports Networks. Since Sinclair purchased 
the RSNs in 2019, which are managed under a subsidiary, Diamond 
Sports Group LLC, things have taken an ugly turn and “Sinclair” has 
become a dirty word, publicly, for many NHL fans and, privately, for many 
NHL executives and owners. 

“Will Sinclair make it in the RSN business in five years?” another 
executive said. “I wouldn’t want to make that bet.” 

NHL teams and executives can’t and won’t say anything publicly bad 
about their RSN — it’s bad practice to badmouth one of the largest 
partners a team has, and at the end of the day, massive rights fee 
checks continue to cash. But that hasn’t stopped the logistical headaches 
of carriage disputes that are out of team control, but greatly impact how 
many fans can watch the game. 

Cord-cutters have limited options when it comes to viewing RSNs with 
YouTube TV and Hulu dropping Sinclair-owned RSNs, while there are 
also notable disputes with more traditional providers with Comcast and 
Dish, who have dropped various RSNs. 

According to one team president, whose team has had a recent carriage 
issue in its market, the only thing a team can really do is try to help 
“massage a conversation along,” and work on messaging to fans on 
where to find the game. At the end of the day, it’s a dispute between the 
RSN and the carrier, not the team. 

“You have to stand by your RSN publicly because they are paying you 
the check,” one executive said. “That’s the reality, no matter who is right 
or who is wrong.” 

The league also sits back and doesn’t interfere in these issues. In an 
email to The Athletic, an NHL spokesperson said, “While we would like 
our RSNs to be carried by all carriers and we try to be helpful where we 
can, we typically don’t get involved as there are other items that extend 
beyond the NHL that are involved in these conversations.” 

All of this makes a straight-to-consumer in-market model, which many 
fans have asked about, nearly impossible. Contractually the RSNs hold 
the rights, and while sources have told The Athletic one team has priced 
out options of potentially launching their own direct-to-consumer product 
when their current RSN deal expires, it’s pointed out that this is likely 
more of a negotiating tactic to get a better deal from the RSN. 

There have also been talks about a streaming platform for the Sinclair-
owned RSN networks, which in theory would provide direct consumer 
streaming. This reality, however, raises red flags for both teams and 
those in the television industry. 

For starters, the price would be hefty, likely at least $25 per month. The 
second, more legal roadblock, is the fact that Sinclair doesn’t have the 
rights to build the package that’s been floated out there. 

ESPN has the digital right through ESPN+ to all out-of-market, non-
national TV games for the next seven seasons. The supposed Sinclair 
streaming service, if it tried to stream games outside of the direct market 
where it holds TV rights, wouldn’t legally be allowed and would be fought 
by both ESPN and the NHL. 

“I think it’s just a tactic to get some friction talking and goodwill on their 
side,” a TV source said. “Realistically the Sinclair streaming service is 
nothing more than an expensive pipe dream, I wouldn’t hold my breath 
waiting for it to be realistic or come to light.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks ease the tension with much-needed win over 
Jets 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 20, 2021, 2:14 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- One month of turbulence, one night of relief. 

The Vancouver Canucks created a little calmness on Friday, beating the 
Winnipeg Jets 3-2 at Rogers Arena to end a five-game losing streak and 
cap a week that included a summit between their general manager and 
owner and unyielding chatter among fans and the media about who 
should be fired first. 

Everyone gets to keep their job for now -- or at least until Sunday’s home 
game against the Chicago Blackhawks -- after the Canucks fixed for one 
night the special-teams problems that had given them little chance of 
winning this month. 

Vancouver’s power play managed nearly three weeks’ worth of 
productivity: two goals. And their historically bad penalty killing was 
perfect; the Canucks took no penalties. 

They still needed a point-blank save at the buzzer from goalie Thatcher 
Demko on Nikolaj Ehlers, and Vancouver’s chip-it-out defending the last 
half of the game caused some anxious moments. But after Pierre-Luc 
Dubois scored for the Jets with 2:28 remaining in regulation time, the 
Canucks managed to maintain their one-goal lead for just their second 
regulation win on home ice this season. 

But the significant damage they’ve done to their playoff chances looked 
no less severe with the team now 6-10-2 through 18 games. 

“Obviously, it hasn't been going the way we want it to the last few here, 
and we've got some ground to make up now,” Demko told reporters after 
finishing with 37 saves. “Hopefully, tonight's a start of stringing a few 
together here and just building off one another and building some 
confidence in the room.” 

It has been a while since the Canucks used that particular C-word. 

The power play had been blanked in nine of the previous 10 games, 
during which the Canucks had an unsurvivable and unbelievable special-
teams deficit of 19-3. 

But after coach Travis Green significantly remade his power-play groups 
by dropping struggling forwards Elias Pettersson and Brock Boeser to the 
second unit, each unit produced a goal as Vancouver built leads of 2-0 
and 3-1. 

After crisp, quick puck movement unseen on a Vancouver power play in 
many games, Oliver Ekman-Larsson whipped a wrist shot through traffic 
to make it 1-0 at 13:51 of the first period. For the new first unit’s goal, 
Alex Chiasson found Conor Garland alone in the slot with an excellent 
pass out of the corner, and the latter player zipped a slapper over 
Winnipeg goalie Eric Comrie’s right shoulder to make it 3-1 at 6:54 of the 
second. 

“It's hard to score in this league,” Garland said. “You never know when 
you get another one, so just enjoy it. It was a big goal for us. It was a 
power-play goal and the other unit -- we split up today -- had one. So it's 
a big night for our power play. And it was the difference in the game. So 
we're excited to get some confidence now and get rolling.” 

Asked if the personnel changes added a freshness to the power-play 
units, Garland said: “We've switched up a few times this year. It's just 
trying to find the right combinations. We've got a lot of talent, a lot of 
really offensive players. Sometimes it's hard to find what spot works for 
some guys. I've played, I think, three different spots. So, we're just trying 
to find it. Hopefully, these units work. 

“Confidence is huge in everything, right? You've got to believe in yourself 
as a player to go out there and make plays, and the power play's a big 
responsibility. When you have opportunities, especially in the game like 
today, you have to make the most of it.” 

The Jets power play had no chance. Literally. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

After bleeding goals while short-handed at a record rate, the Canucks 
weren’t called for any penalties, ending Vancouver’s streak of 10 straight 
games with one or more (usually, it was more) power-play goals against. 

“Penalty kill was 100 per cent,” Demko cracked. “That's huge. I thought 
the guys were on their toes playing hard defensively, first and foremost. 
And the (power play) came through with a couple of big goals there and, 
you know, everyone loved seeing Burr get his first one. I think just our 
commitment for 60 minutes, start to finish, was solid and that's something 
that we've got to continue to do here.” 

Burr 2.0, who is defenceman Kyle Burroughs, as opposed to the original 
Canuck Burr, Alex Burrows, scored his first National Hockey League goal 
in his hometown, wristing a point shot through Pettersson’s screen early 
in the second period. 

It was the 26-year-old’s 19th NHL game, and he scored in his seventh 
professional season after spending nearly 350 games in the minors. 

“I kind of got hit. . . as soon as it left my stick, so God knows what 
happened,” Burroughs said. “I think I was the last one to celebrate.” 

The crowd of 18,628 was way ahead of him. The goal was a nice 
moment for his city and his team. 

Nobody was calling for general manager Jim Benning’s scalp with chants 
“Fire Benning” late in the game on Friday. Instead, the crowd sang a 
showtune from Grease. 

“I’ve got chills, they’re multiplying.” 

The Canucks sure hope so. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Friday Four: What is Nazem Kadri worth on his next 
contract? 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylenNovember 19, 2021, 2:19 PM 

 

The Friday Four, a collection of thoughts and information on some 
intriguing player performances, continues this week with some notes on: 

• Nazem Kadri's huge impact on the Avalanche and what his next cap hit 
could be in Colorado... or elsewhere. 

• How Philipp Grubauer has been the biggest factor in the Seattle 
Kraken's slow start despite some pretty promising underlying numbers. 

• Kris Letang, his Team Canada outlook, and his place in Pittsburgh as 
an expiring contract with some sort of reset on the horizon in the coming 
years. 

• And why the Detroit Red Wings may already be running away with the 
Calder Trophy. 

NAZEM KADRI, COLORADO AVALANCHE 

After perhaps a slightly slow start, the Colorado Avalanche are settling in 
again. Their shots against per game are falling, their goals for per game 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 20, 2021 

 

are rising and they're 6-2-1 over the past four weeks. They haven't been 
fully healthy through it either. 

The most recent hit was J.T. Compher, lost for about a month to injury. 
He was filling in as the top line centre for Nathan MacKinnon, who 
himself has been out of the lineup since Oct. 19 with a lower-body injury. 
When two of your top three centres are out, it can really pinch lineup 
depth, but the Avs are getting through. 

And Nazem Kadri has been a major contributing factor. 

The Avs scoring leader with 17 points in 13 games, Kadri is on an 
especially strong tear recently and has scored at least three points in 
three of his past five games. He's done it from the second line, too, 
between Valeri Nichushkin and Andre Burakovsky -- a trio head coach 
Jared Bednar is not keen to break up even with the injuries down the 
middle. Mikko Rantanen has stepped in to pivot the top unit. 

At 5-on-5 and accounting for ice time, Kadri's 2.69 points per 60 minutes 
ranks 30th in the league and is tied with Connor McDavid. If you take into 
account all situations scoring, Kadri's pre-minute scoring rate ranks 
seventh in the league overall. 

(Pause for reaction) 

"His checking game's been really good here recently," Bednar said of 
Kadri. "Committed for 200 feet and he's managing the puck better than 
he was earlier in the year. He's kind of bought into that, too. It's 
something we've been talking about a lot as a group and he's one of the 
guys we need to rely on here especially with MacKinnon and Compher 
out. He's really elevated his game in those areas and it's leading to 
success for him from a production standpoint." 

In both Toronto and Colorado Kadri has been a valuable support piece. 
In fact, you could say the Leafs have missed his presence down the 
middle since trading him in 2019 -- perhaps David Kampf's strictly 
defensive contributions finally fill a hole, but he won't have the same 
impact on the score sheet. 

Whereas in Toronto Kadri slipped more into a 3C spot, he's really a 2C in 
this league, though opinion on where he ranks there varies widely. Now 
the Avalanche face a decision on Kadri, who is performing so well in a 
contract year. A huge part of his value has been due to a $4.5 million cap 
hit that's been a bargain to this point, but is set to rise next summer. 

Consider that since he arrived in Colorado, Kadri has scored 85 points in 
120 games, which ranks 43rd among all centres in that time. That's a 
comparable per game scoring rate to Florida's Sam Reinhart (who did 
most of his scoring in Buffalo) and he just signed a fresh contract with a 
$6.5 million cap hit. That's maybe what we should be looking for on 
Kadri's next deal. 

The Avs have roughly $24.8 million in off-season cap space next 
summer, but a lot of work to do. Kadri's two linemates are UFAs also, as 
is goalie Darcy Kuemper and his backup. In one more season, 
MacKinnon will be up as well and in line for a considerable raise from his 
current $6.3 million -- MacKinnon could be up in the $11-12 million range. 

Of course, there is another factor to consider here for Kadri. His on-edge 
style of play can be both a blessing and a curse. Kadri leads the Avs with 
26 penalty minutes, most of which came in two games against St. Louis 
where he logged two fights and a 10-minute misconduct. He's taken 
three minors so far and drawn six -- and it's vital he keeps that split 
positive so as not to become a liability. 

We all know Kadri's playoff suspension history, though, and his eight-
game punishment in last year's post-season was a real blow to Colorado. 
This was a factor in his exit from Toronto and another slip up could lead 
to a similar departure from the Avs. 

There is always a market for centres, and Kadri's a confident 2C who 
could fill in as a 1C at times. If the interest is large enough from centre-
needy teams, could he get pushed up to $7 million (or more) and just 
price his way out of Colorado anyway? 

PHILIPP GRUBAUER, SEATTLE KRAKEN 

So the Seattle Kraken aren't exactly shaping up to be the next Vegas 
Golden Knights, starting their existence with a 4-11-1 record and in the 
basement of the Pacific Division. As far as expansion teams go, this is 
historically a pretty average start, so is it time to start taking the long view 
and wave the white flag on Year 1? 

What's interesting here is that Seattle's record doesn't line up with their 
underlying numbers. Looking at Corsi, the most famous "advanced stat", 
the Kraken rank eighth in the league at 5-on-5. They've taken over 52 per 
cent of all the even strength shots in their games so far (ninth-best), 53 
per cent of the scoring chances (sixth), and 55 per cent of the high 
danger opportunities (second). By expected goal differential anyway, the 
Kraken should be the seventh-best team in the league. 

Their actual goal differential? Minus-15, ranking 27th overall ahead of 
Chicago, Vancouver, Ottawa, Montreal and Arizona. Not exactly the sort 
of teams you want to be around right now. 

There are a couple of factors at play here. No. 1 is that their 5-on-5 
offence ranks 20th in goals per 60 minutes and that's not just because of 
some bad luck bound to recover -- their 7.99 shooting percentage 
actually ranks 14th in the league. Rather, though the shot share has 
favoured the Kraken so far, those numbers are very low. Seattle is sixth-
worst in shots per game at 5-on-5. Further to the struggling offence, 
Seattle's power play is 31st in the league, ahead of only Pittsburgh's. It's 
a low event situation here. 

More troubling, though, has been the play in net, because while Seattle's 
shots for are low, so are their shots against. Despite that, the Kraken's 
.856 team save percentage is well below any other in the league. 

With Chris Driedger injured on their first road trip in October, most of 
Seattle's goalie work has been assigned to Philipp Grubauer , who 
figured to lock in some security at the position when he signed a six-year 
deal with a $5.9 million cap hit to join the team in the off-season. 
Between his days with the Capitals and then Avalanche, Grubauer had 
posted six consecutive strong seasons and blossomed as a starter in 
Colorado. In those six years combined, his .920 save percentage was 
among the best in the league. 

In terms of goals saved above average, over Grubauer's three years with 
Colorado he again ranked strongly against some noteworthy names. 

You might think this is the result of a goalie going from an elite team to a 
brand new one, and the increased difficulty of the workload, but again the 
numbers don't show that. Not only is Seattle among the best at keeping 
all shots low, they are the best team in the NHL at limiting high danger 
opportunities, ahead of Boston, Minnesota and Tampa Bay. The Avs of 
last season were comparable to the Kraken in this regard, finishing 
second in high danger chances allowed. 

Driedger is back now and allowed four goals in his return, a 4-2 loss to 
Vegas. Grubauer started the next three, lost them all, and let in 11 goals. 

In goals saved above average for just this season, Grubauer comes in 
dead last in the league with a minus-11.19 -- a full five worse than the 
next-lowest goalie Thatcher Demko. If that number was even league 
average, you'd figure the Kraken would have pulled out a few more wins. 

There are certainly issues beyond the netminding with the Kraken and 
their offence limits some of the upside here. But GM Ron Francis made a 
bet that Grubauer could be counted on and this poor of a start would 
have been difficult to predict. Grubauer surely will rebound to some 
degree and the Kraken should be able to push back towards the middle 
of the pack at least. 

But if this is indeed a real decline for the goalie, there will be larger cap 
allocation concerns down the line. 

The last time Kris Letang played for Team Canada was in 2007 as a 
member of the world juniors team. He was never a part of any NHL 
participation at the Olympics and so now, at 34 years old, it's an uphill 
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battle for him to finally get on that roster and probably unlikely. But he's 
making one last case anyway. 

Letang gets one of the busiest workloads in the league, averaging 26:17 
per game. He's started with 10 points in 12 games, leads the Penguins 
with five primary assists and nearly all of that has come at even strength 
as the Penguins' power play languishes at the bottom of the league. 

He's reminding us all how important he remains to the Penguins in the 
final year of his contract. 

Pittsburgh is at an interesting time, with new ownership on the horizon 
and the final few years of Sidney Crosby (also 34) upon us. They won't 
rebuild with Crosby around, but something has to give here in time. 
Evgeni Malkin, who has yet to play a game this season, is also a UFA at 
season's end and while running it back is perhaps an option, GM Ron 
Hextall has gained somewhat of a reputation as a builder and it's not 
clear how the Penguins will make that transition as their stars age out. 

Letang is making $7.25 million currently and is 10th among all NHL 
defencemen with at least 10 appearances in points per game. For him to 
make Team Canada, he'd have to beat out other right shots such as Cale 
Makar, Alex Pietrangelo, Aaron Ekblad, Drew Doughty and Dougie 
Hamilton so that appears to be a long shot. But he deserves a nod for 
how strong he's still going late in his career, and how valuable he could 
be for the Penguins in their last Cup pushes with this group -- or perhaps 
to another suitor in the summer. 

It might be too early to already hand out the Calder Trophy this season, 
but Lucas Raymond is an early separator from the pack with 18 points in 
his first 19 games. Last year's Calder winner, Kirill Kaprizov, had the 
exact same output in his first 19 games, was five points clear of every 
other rookie early, and ended up garnering 99 of 100 first place Calder 
votes. 

No NHL rookie has been on the ice for more high danger opportunities 
and Robby Fabbri is the only Wings forward who has a better on-ice shot 
differential. Raymond, the fourth overall pick in 2020 behind Alexis 
Lafreniere, Quinton Byfield and Tim Stutzle, is outperforming all of his 
draft brethren in 2021-22. 

While the Wings' strong start has predictably started to slow with three 
straight losses, the top line of Raymond with Tyler Bertuzzi and Dylan 
Larkin gives them an impactful leading trio they've lacked. Raymond is a 
game-changer and while the pay off of the rebuild isn't here quite yet, you 
can see Detroit's pieces starting to fall in place. Heck, whenever Jakub 
Vrana returns to the lineup, we'll even start seeing the second line take 
shape. 

The second-most impressive rookie league wide to date? That'd be 
Detroit defenceman Moritz Seider, with 13 points in 19 games and a 
positive on-ice shot differential despite the fact he starts more often in the 
defensive end than on offence. Seider may end up being Raymond's top 
competition for rookie of the year. 

It's been a bleak few years in Detroit as they work their way through a 
rebuild and though they may still wind up around the bottom of the 
league this season after 82 games, the promise is starting to appear. And 
that's all Wings fans can hope for right now. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Gaudreau quietly thriving on defence amid brilliant 
return to dominance 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisNovember 19, 2021, 3:52 PM 

 

Those who wondered how Johnny Gaudreau would fit into Darryl Sutter’s 
defensive-minded system now have their answer: Brilliantly. 

Sitting seventh in NHL scoring as the catalyst of one of the league’s most 
prolific trios, he’s back to being one of the world’s most electrifying 
playmakers. 

What few saw coming was that he’s also quietly gone about incorporating 
a defensive responsibility into his game that has him leading the league 
in a stat few would ever have associated with him. 

Gaudreau is one of just two players with over 100 minutes of ice time that 
has yet to be scored on 5-on-5. The other is Matthew Tkachuk, which 
says plenty about the impact their top line has had this season, 
outscoring the opposition 11-0 at even-strength as a line. 

It’s been a tremendous response from the 28-year-old winger who was 
the subject of endless trade speculation over the summer, when it was 
clear no one was interested in ponying up significantly for the pending 
free agent. 

Finishing below a point-per-game pace for the last two seasons, 
Gaudreau found himself struggling early on in Sutter's return to Calgary, 
picking up whatever points he could get on the power play. 

This year only two of his points have come with the man advantage, 
which is shocking given the team's power play is ranked tenth in the 
league. He's done his best work at even strength, when offence is much 
harder to come by. 

Gaudreau's six goals and 13 assists have helped the Flames get off to a 
9-3-5 record that has them second in the west, second in goals against 
and amongst the league leaders in shots on goal, chances and general 
excitement offensively. 

He’s back to being the highly-engaged speedster whose stickhandling, 
mobility and creativity make him one of the world’s best at navigating 
traffic to enter the offensive zone. 

Once there, Gaudreau and his linemates have tilted plenty of possession 
stats in their favour by sustaining offensive forays, thanks to hard work 
and chemistry. His line had produced 121 scoring chances at 5-on-5, 
while limiting the opposition to 69 chances. Dominance. 

He’s plus-11, which is just three off the NHL lead. Gone is any lingering 
talk of trading Gaudreau at the deadline. The team is playing too well for 
that to be a possibility. 

Instead, the chatter revolves around how the Flames are going to be able 
to find enough money to extend Gaudreau’s stay in Calgary long-term. 

After all, with the connection he has with Lindholm and Tkachuk, one 
wonders how either would fare without no. 13 stirring the drink. 

“Everybody wanted to bury him before,” said Flames GM Brad Treliving, 
who has stuck with Gaudreau despite playoff hiccups and some recent 
sub-par seasons. “He’s been a good player his whole career. There’s 
always recency bias, like last year people said he was ‘no good.’ That’s 
silly talk. 

“He’s been a productive player since he arrived in the league. You see in 
his game right now, he’s a top player. Not only when he’s creating 
offensively, he’s such a dynamic player, but his play away from the puck 
he’s been a really impactful player every game.” 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Many wondered how the 5-foot-9, 165-pound dynamo would be able to 
contribute to a system in which every player is tasked with helping make 
the opposition miserable. He’s done that by being better defensively. 

In a game in Philadelphia Tuesday in which he was heralded for throwing 
a career-high 10 shots on net, he also made two key defensive stops that 
wouldn’t previously have been noted in his repertoire. It’s shooting up his 
value in the eyes of the coach, the organization and around the league. 
Not bad for someone capable of testing the open market this summer. 
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Clearly, his contract situation is not a distraction, as he’s fully immersed 
in the action on a nightly basis. 

“He’s always been like that to me,” said Treliving. “I think he’s taken a lot 
of lumps for no good reason. Everyone sees his skill and talent, but what 
people don’t appreciate is how ultra-competitive he is. He wants his team 
to do well. Sometimes people don’t see that. He’s pissed when we’re not 
successful. He loves to win.” 

He’s got plenty to be happy about these days, which feeds into his 
insistence he’d like to sign an extension to remain a Flame. It won’t be 
cheap, which is why his future with the club is such a fascinating and 
important topic. 

Will he want more than the $9 million Tkachuk will almost certainly 
accept as a qualifying offer? You bet he will, although long-term there is 
some optimism from some camps that he can be squeezed in under that 
if he signs for eight years. 

While it’s the biggest question mark hanging over the club this season, 
it’s a much more palatable scenario than if Gaudreau didn’t bounce back 
the way he has. 

In a business that’s all about asset management, can Treliving afford to 
let Gaudreau walk for nothing this summer? Does it make sense to 
overpay to keep him, perhaps at the peril of signing either Tkachuk or 
Andrew Mangiapane the following year? 

Credit to Gaudreau for making the decisions tough on the Flames with a 
return to the play that made him a Hart candidate three years ago. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing what's gone wrong with Vancouver's dreadful 
penalty kill 

 

shayna-goldman  

 

Canucks’ penalty kill sits at the bottom of the league standings, operating 
at just 60.3 per cent. That’s a five-plus per cent drop from the second-to-
worst in the league, their opponent Friday night, the Winnipeg Jets. 

No team in the past 10 years has finished a season with a penalty kill 
percentage as low as the Canucks’ current rate. The worst in the past 
decade came last season with the New Jersey Devils’ 71 per cent 
penalty kill; generally, most poor shorthanded units have landed 
somewhere in the mid-70’s range. 

Small samples can obviously amplify fewer results. Except the Canucks’ 
awful penalty kill percentage accurately points to what’s going wrong in 
Vancouver. A closer look shows just how dire their situation has become. 

The Canucks weren’t coming into the 2021-22 season with a strong 
penalty kill by any means. They finished 17th in the league last year with 
a 79.8 per cent efficiency. That percentage is more reflective of 
goaltending than anything else; a netminder can hide a team’s faults, or 
in some cases, make a situation look far worse than it actually is. 

That’s why it helps to measure the team’s play in front of their goaltender 
to really assess how well or poorly a team is killing penalties before it 
reaches the last line of defence in net. 

Allowing a rate of 101.5 shot attempts against per 60 minutes, 
Vancouver's penalty kill ranked in the middle of the league in the shot 
volume allowed last season. While they limited some shots, they 
struggled to limit quality chances against, shifting to the bottom-10 in slot 
shots against. Expected goals can also be used as a proxy for shot 

quality and by that metric, the Canucks were third to last with a high rate 
of 8.24 expected goals against. 

So, there was clearly room for this team to build up and provide their 
goaltender, Thatcher Demko, more support than last year while 
shorthanded. Unfortunately, their play has only trended in the wrong 
direction this season. 

Vancouver’s shorthanded weaknesses start at the face-off dot, as they’ve 
only won about 42 per cent of their draws (and 43 per cent in their own 
zone, which keeps them in the bottom half of the league). 

While face-offs matter in men’s hockey, that value can be over-
emphasized at even strength in particular. But special teams face-offs 
can have a different meaning. Research tells us it can take a few more 
seconds for a team on the power play to generate a shot post-offensive 
zone draw versus a group at even strength. At face value, that could give 
the idea that losing a d-zone draw isn’t as daunting for a shorthanded 
team. The reason that power play team may not fire off a shot as quickly, 
though, is that winning the draw gives them more time to get in formation 
and then start shooting. And as we know from the work of Arik Parnass, 
now with the Colorado Avalanche, getting into formation bodes well for a 
team’s power play efficiency. 

Teams are getting into formation against Vancouver and shooting quite a 
bit. The Canucks have allowed the second highest rate of shot attempts 
against while shorthanded. Despite the Canucks’ efforts to block shots, a 
high number of attempts are still getting through to their goaltender. 

Of course, not all shots are equal. If a penalty kill is allowing a high rate 
of shots against, but they’re keeping their opponent to the perimeter, it 
can be successful because they’re protecting the higher quality areas of 
the ice and making their goaler’s job easier. That is not the case in 
Vancouver. 

Opponents are able to take shots from the slot at a high rate. The only 
team to allow more from there shorthanded is the Ottawa Senators. And 
teams on the power play are getting these slot attempts with little 
pressure from Vancouver. 

Based on the overall quality of all shot attempts against, the Canucks are 
expected to allow 9.2 goals against per 60, which is a full goal more than 
last year’s shorthanded units. 

The team struggles to get out of its own end, whether after losing a draw 
or once an opponent regroups to enter the zone (and the Canucks are in 
the bottom-10 in entry denial rate). 

Vancouver is 31st in the league in percentage of time they spend in the 
defensive zone while shorthanded. They aren’t retrieving loose pucks 
enough, nor are they carrying the puck out when they finally get it back 
on their sticks -- they’re last in carry-out rate. Teams dump the puck out 
more than they carry it on the penalty kill, because sometimes the 
objective is to clear it (or that’s the only play they can really attempt at the 
time). Carry outs, though, can help do more than just clear the zone to 
tick time off the clock, even if the team doesn’t bring it up the ice for a 
shorthanded chance for. But the Canucks aren’t too successful in their 
dump-out attempts, either. 

So, when GM Jim Benning noted that the team, in hindsight, should have 
added another centre for the penalty kill he did have a point. They did not 
adequately plan out their personnel for their shorthanded units when 
considering the health of the skaters they thought they’d have available. 
The plan may have been to have Tyler Motte, Brandon Sutter, Jason 
Dickinson, and Matthew Highmore, but they’ve really only had Dickinson 
of that group so far. 

Up front, it’s been J.T. Miller, Jason Dickinson, and Juho Lammikko 
leading the way in shorthanded ice time. And on defence, Tyler Myers, 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson, and Tucker Poolman play the highest percentage 
of penalty killing minutes. 

But their problems are deeper than just personnel. Getting Motte back 
will help, but one player isn’t going to suddenly turn the entire team’s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 20, 2021 

 

shorthanded play around. The only player with that power, honestly, is 
the goaltender -- and he would just be masking the mess in front of him. 
Tactical decisions and execution are failing the Canucks for their penalty 
kill to be this disastrous so far. 

Maybe one solution is having Brad Shaw help Nolan Baumgartner in 
some of the strategic decisions on the penalty kill. Shaw joined the team 
behind the bench after his tenure in Columbus, where the penalty kill was 
a speciality of his. He helped turn their shorthanded units into a power kill 
that was both defensively sound and more aggressive offensively. 

As it stands, Vancouver needs more than one solution, though -- and 
that’s just on the penalty kill. Unfortunately for the Canucks, their 
shorthanded play is just one of the many reasons for their disappointing 
start. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' mini-series vs. Oilers provides important answers to 
pressing questions 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorldNovember 19, 2021, 8:25 
AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- The Winnipeg Jets look like a team that’s spent ample time 
studying for the exam. 

They are clearly not in the procrastination stage or nervously cramming 
in the wee hours of the morning to try and eke out a respectable mark on 
that mid-term. 

And while the true tests are really just beginning with the quarter-point of 
the season right around the corner, it’s fair to say this two-game mini-
series with the Edmonton Oilers provided some important answers to a 
couple of pressing questions surrounding the Jets. 

For all of the chatter about improvements to personnel and a renewed 
commitment to playing without the puck as a five-man unit, testing your 
mettle against two of the very best players in the NHL in consecutive 
games represented an important evaluation ground. 

After coming away with three of a possible four points after Thursday’s 2-
1 shootout loss to the Oilers, it’s safe to say the Jets passed this 
appraisal with flying colours. 

Sure, there was a bit of an expected sting to not earning the extra point in 
the penalty shot contest, especially after going zero-for-five on the power 
play, which included an inability to convert on a double minor that carried 
over into overtime. 

That’s really just nit-picking, which is precisely what teams trying to show 
that they can be among the elite are required to do as they push to reach 
the gold standard in the Western Conference standings. 

In two games against Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl this week, the 
Jets allowed a single goal at even strength -- and that came on an 
extraordinary individual effort from the Oilers captain just 28 seconds 
after Nikolaj Ehlers opened the scoring in the third period. 

That’s impressive, no matter how you dissect it. 

And it’s the type of effort that can help reinforce belief for a team with 
high hopes. 

There’s plenty of competition in the Central Division specifically, but with 
the way the Jets played on Thursday after a 5-1-1 homestand, they’re 
serving notice that the hype surrounding the off-season moves was 
warranted. 

This is a good hockey team that is beginning to show some noticeable 
signs of improvement, while recognizing there’s still room for future 
growth. 

Much of the discussion this week centred around the Jets' willingness to 
work as a five-man unit defensively. 

“That's exactly it. We were controlling the middle of our ice,” said Jets 
goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who made 31 saves Thursday. “Getting in 
shot lanes, controlling rebounds, breaking the puck out really fast. It led 
right into our offensive game. We had our feet moving and it was 
working.” 

Hellebuyck is dialled in right now, delivering the type of Vezina-calibre 
play that is expected of him. He has allowed two goals or fewer in six 
consecutive starts while playing a technically-sound style and battling 
through traffic to find pucks and secure them. He’s calm in the crease 
and his composure inspires confidence right through the lineup. 

Hellebuyck will be a spectator on Friday night as the Jets face the 
Vancouver Canucks, but he’s earned the night off and will be well-rested 
when he’s back between the pipes on Monday against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

In the meantime, Eric Comrie is ready to build on his prior four strong 
showings as the Jets get set to face a Canucks club that has dropped 
five consecutive games and is clearly in desperation mode. 

It’s natural for folks around these parts to draw some comparisons to the 
2017-18 campaign, when the Jets finished second in the NHL behind the 
Nashville Predators and set franchise records for wins (52) and points 
(114). 

Much of the core group remains intact, with several notable exceptions. 

But the biggest difference relates to where those players are in their 
respective development paths. 

The aforementioned Hellebuyck isn’t early in his career and in the midst 
of serving notice to what type of goalie he might actually be. He’s an 
established veteran who not only is considered to be one of the very best 
at his position, he’s got the hardware to prove it. 

The forward group remains dynamic, but there are no teenagers learning 
the ropes who might need to be sheltered or have their minutes 
monitored. There are snipers, playmakers, checkers and everything in 
between. 

There are a number of players on the roster playing better than they ever 
have before -- and that’s saying something. 

As for the defence, it’s not as physical as the one that included the likes 
of Dustin Byfuglien, Jacob Trouba, Ben Chiarot, Tyler Myers and Dmitry 
Kulikov, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t enough stiffness or skill to go 
around either. 

The current composition features a nice blend of qualities, while 
providing highly efficient zone exits and adding another layer to the 
offensive attack. 

“We’ve got some size back there, we’ve got some intensity back there, 
some speed,” Jets head coach Paul Maurice said earlier this week. “So 
we’ve got a little bit of everything and we’re putting some numbers up.” 

The Jets aren’t just putting numbers up these days, they’re laying the 
foundation for the type of game that is required to achieve sustainable 
success when the going gets tough. 

That’s part of the reason Maurice could barely contain his enthusiasm 
during his post-game session with reporters on Thursday night. 

He got a glimpse of the team he’s envisioned and he can’t wait to see 
what the finished product is eventually going to look like. 

“Those are the two best games we’ve played this year, even in that five-
game stretch that we won,” said Maurice. “Those were two well-played 
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games. And they played hard, too, so it made it more valuable. We’ve 
seen a lot of growth in our team in our last two games.” 


