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Canes in a shootout at Staples. Five takeaways from the Hurricanes win over the Kings 

By Chip Alexander 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 5-4 win 
Saturday over the Los Angeles Kings, their eighth road win 
of the season: 

▪ Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was blunt in his postgame 
assessment: “At the end of the day it was a bad game for us. 
Really bad. We’re fortunate to get that one.” Is that blunt 
enough? 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen won his 11th game with a 
season-high 39 saves, and Sebastian Aho and Derek Stepan 
each had a goal and assist for the Canes (14-2-0). Rookie 
Seth Jarvis scored for the third consecutive game, and 
dazzling goal by Martin Necas with 34 seconds left in the 
second period gave the Canes the 5-4 lead. 

But Andersen had to stop 20 shots in the third period, with 
the Kings sending a flurry of shots his way after pulling goalie 
Cal Petersen for a sixth attacker in the final two minutes of 
regulation. 

“He had a great third,” Brind’Amour said. “That was the 
difference. He held us in. We were doing nothing, just 
surviving.” 

▪ Jarvis should be playing his 10th NHL game Monday at 
San Jose. And his 11th on Wednesday at Seattle. And his 
12th ... 

Any guesswork is over now. No way the Canes will send the 
forward back to junior hockey. Jarvis, who has scored in the 
past three games, will soon be earning his NHL salary from 
the first year of his entry-level contract. 

“They haven’t talked to me about it but it’s clear what’s going 
to happen,” Brind’Amour said. “I could have told you that 
eight, nine games ago. I guess they love the drama.” 

▪ The Canes had some loose, disjointed play in the defensive 
zone Saturday and often struggled to keep up with the Kings’ 
speedy transition game. But their best D-zone play came a 

man down, on the penalty kill. And from the man in net, 
Andersen. 

“During the season you’re going to have games like this 
where you don’t have your A stuff, but Freddie was able to 
bail us out and that’s what good teams do,” Stepan said. “He 
stood tall and there’s the difference.” 

Brind’Amour’s mantra is that special teams decide game. 
The Kings scored shorthanded Saturday, thus had the 
special-teams edge, but the Canes’ penalty killers did their 
job as the Kings were 0-4 on the power play. 

▪ Brind’Amour decided to make Steven Lorentz the forward 
scratch Saturday and get Stepan back in the lineup on the 
fourth line. But Brind’Amour also kept Jesperi Kotkaniemi at 
center on the line, using Stepan on the wing. Good coaching 
decision. Stepan and Kotkaniemi both scored. Stepan had a 
shot go off a skate and Kotkaniemi scored off a quick 
backhander as Stepan hopped out of the way. 

Brind’Amour said he is not fully committed to keeping 
Kotkaniemi at center, but added it appears to be helping his 
adjustment to Brind’Amour’s system. Kotkaniemi was used 
mostly at center with Montreal but was on the wing with the 
Canes until the past few games. 

▪ Remember when Andrei Svechnikov was scoring 
seemingly every game in October? The power forward, new 
contract in hand, began the season with seven goals in his 
first seven games and had many guessing how many he 
could score in an 82-game season. 

But the Kings game marked the ninth straight game without a 
goal for Svechnikov. Rough game for No. 37. Had two 
penalties and it was his weak power-play pass that was 
picked off and converted into a shorthanded score by the 
Kings’ Adrian Kempe in the second. 

Svechnikov has said he wants to be more consistent this 
season and the Canes need him to be. One thing about it: 
he’ll work at it.
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Hurricanes vibe check: Streaking on the West Coast, Seth Jarvis is an NHL player 

By Sara Civian 

LOS ANGELES — Seth Jarvis. That’s it, that’s the column. 
And that has been the past few columns, hasn’t it? 

After scoring the winning goal in two consecutive games, he 
opened up the scoring Saturday in the Canes’ 5-4 barn-
burning win over the Kings. He became the fourth rookie for 
the franchise in the past 30 years to record a goal in three-
plus consecutive games, but we know this isn’t just about the 
goals. You can see why a guy like Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour loves Jarvis. He once again provided net-front 
presence as Sebastian Aho scored Saturday, and he’s 
handling the little things. 

A few days ago, Brind’Amour was asked if there would be 
any benefit at all to sending Jarvis, 19, back to his junior 
team, the Portland Winterhawks. 

“For that team, maybe,” he coyly replied. There’s not much 
else to say about it at this point. 

Jarvis has scored four even-strength goals in nine games, 
and it would’ve been six if two hadn’t been disallowed. He’s 
also had an assist, two winning goals and a heck of a net-
front presence. According to NaturalStatTrick.com, he’s 
drawn four penalties, and he’s up there in the league with 15 
total high-danger chances. He’s worked his way up to the 
first line and earned the spot. 

“It’s a lot of fun (to play with him),” Sebastian Aho said after 
the game. “He’s a good kid. He can really skate and is a 
smart player. It’s fun to play with him, and I just try to find him 
and, obviously, he can score.” 

Simply put, Jarvis belongs in the NHL, and it’s not just 
because the player as an individual deserves it. The team 
needs him. This was his last game — (un)lucky number 
nine? — of eligibility before the Canes have to eat a year of 
his entry-level contract to keep him on the team. When he 
hits 40 games, his eventual unrestricted-free-agent status is 
affected, but we’ll cross that bridge when we come to it. 

Brind’Amour said after the game that although he hasn’t yet 
talked to GM Don Waddell, he’s pretty sure Jarvis is staying 
up. My sense after talking to multiple sources is he’s staying 
in the NHL, which almost feels ridiculous to speculate on — 
because, duh. 

“They haven’t talked to me about it, but it’s pretty clear 
what’s gonna happen,” Brind’Amour said. “I could have told 
you that eight or nine games ago, but they love the drama.” 

“So you’re sending him back?” I jokingly confirmed. 

“Exactly,” he said, laughing. 

• Jarvis was going to be the story of this game no matter 
what, but that situation aside, Freddie Andersen is my first 
star of the game. The Canes were outshot 43-20 overall and 
19-2 in the third period. Andersen hung on through some 
dangerous shots in the final few minutes in the 5-4 win. “He 
had a great third,” Brind’Amour said. “That was the difference 
in the game. He held us in. We were just doing nothing. Just 
surviving. That’s where a good goalie, he got us two points 
by his play in the third period. We’ll move on. You’re happy 
to get two points in a game like that because we were not the 
better team.” 

• This game was crazy, even based on West Coast matinee 
standards. The Kings hadn’t given up more than two goals in 
regulation in their previous nine games. The Hurricanes 
hadn’t allowed more than two in their previous five. The 
Canes opened the scoring with two goals on their first two 
shots of the game, and the teams combined for nine goals. 
I’m sure neither coach was thrilled about the defensive 
performances, but at least it was fun to watch. 

• Without further ado, the vibes: 

• One hundred percent, the last vibe checker nailed it. The 
Canes are now 14-2-0 and 3-0-0 on a road trip featuring two 
hot teams in the Ducks and the Kings. They’ve won in a 
variety of ways. One of those ways has been goaltending 
going above and beyond. I think it’s safe to say this team is 
good. “I think it’s always a good thing when you can win at 
the same time where you know you could’ve played better,” 
Aho said. “You try and learn from the mistakes, but we got 
two points and that’s the main thing here. We know we have 
to play a little bit better and with the little details out there and 
be more careful. Other than that, it’s a big win.” 

• Solid, noticeable game for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. He broke an 
eight-game pointless streak with the second-period go-ahead 
goal. 
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Recap: Canes Win Wild Affair In Los Angeles, 5-4 

Andersen outstanding in back-and-forth contest, the 
difference for Carolina 

By Walt Ruff 

LOS ANGELES, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes pulled out a 
5-4 victory Saturday afternoon over the Los Angeles Kings, 
moving to 3-0 on their current road trip. 

The Rundown: 

One of the biggest things Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour 
stressed after Thurdsay's win in Anaheim was that despite 
the victory he did not like the team's start. How did the 
players respond? With two goals on the team's first two 
shots Saturday. 

First it was Seth Jarvis, in his all-important ninth game 
opening the scoring on a wonderful setup from Sebastian 
Aho. Following the fifth of the season for the rookie was 
Derek Stepan, who made his return to the lineup after sitting 
out both Tuesday against Vegas and Thursday against the 
Ducks. 

Sounds like a good start, right? 

The only issue was that each time the Canes were able to 
beat Cal Petersen, the Kings had a response. Carolina's first 
lead lasted only 1:38 and then the second was spoiled 
before the first intermission, giving the game it's 2-2 score. 

The second period was nearly a mirror image of the first, with 
the Canes striking first, only to have this lead washed away 
3:17 later. Sebastian Aho registered his team's third goal, 
serving as his team-leading eighth of the year. After a 
shorthanded goal for the Kings, Jesperi Kotkaniemi took his 
turn on the scoring carousel, giving Carolina a 4-3 lead. 6:40 
later, that, too was erased. 

Just as if it appeared that the game was going to head into 
the final frame of regulation knotted at 4-4, Martin Necas 
used an outstanding individual effort to put his team back in 
the driver's seat. Receiving a short little shuffle pass from 
Nino Niederreiter at the attacking blue line, Necas 
maneuvered around the outside of Kings defenseman Mikey 
Anderson, leaving him behind before tucking it past the left 
pad of the LA netminder for a must-see tally. 

What very few could have predicted, given the high-scoring 
nature of the first 40 minutes, combined with the fact that the 
two teams entered the afternoon contest as two of the best 
defensive teams in the league, was that Necas' goal would 
be the last one on the day. Frederik Andersen, who was 
tasked with stopping 20 shots in the third period, prevailed as 
the star, being the sole factor as to why the team was able to 
hang onto their lead. When the final horn sounded, Carolina 

had been outshot 43-20 in total, including a difference of 18 
in the third period alone. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour following the chaotic game: 

"Just the start, I thought was okay. Really, at the end of the 
day, that was just a bad game for us. Like, really bad. Give 
the other team a lot of credit, they played hard and the way 
they wanted to play - and we didn't. We just never got going. 
We're fortunate to come away with that one." 

Sebastian Aho on what the team's messaging and morale is 
like in a game that ping-pong's back and forth like that: 

"It's always a good thing when you can win and know that 
you can play a lot better. We try to learn from our mistakes. 
We got two points, that's the main thing here. We know we 
have to play a lot better. We have to be more careful, but 
that's a big win." 

Derek Stepan on re-entering the lineup and scoring in the 
first five minutes: 

"It's good. Obviously when you're out, all you want to do is 
try and get in and contribute. You want to be a part of it. 
Once you're in, it's all about competing. It felt good." 

What's Next?: 

Post-game it was announced that the team will not practice 
tomorrow. They will, however, travel to San Jose in the 
afternoon hours. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Today was Seth Jarvis' ninth NHL game. 
Hurricanes upper management now has to make a 
decision whether to keep Jarvis, which will start the 
first year in his entry-level contract, or, return him to 
Portland of the Western Hockey League to finish 
their season. A decision is expected before the 
team takes the ice for Monday night's game in San 
Jose. Jarvis could still play a tenth game and 
beyond and still be returned to Portland, however, 
his contract would still begin. 

 Frederik Andersen's 20-third period saves are a 
team record this season for a single frame. 

 The effort was the fifth of the season in which 
Sebastian Aho had multiple points. Today he had 
27 shifts, a season-high for him. 

 Jaccob Slavin's time on ice of 24:30 led all skaters. 

 Ian Cole had a game-high five hits.
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Hurricanes get past Kings for fourth straight win 

Andersen makes 20 saves in third period for Carolina; 
Kempe scores twice for Los Angeles 

By Dan Greenspan 

LOS ANGELES -- Sebastian Aho and Derek Stepan each 
had a goal and an assist, and Frederik Andersen made 39 
saves to help the Carolina Hurricanes to a 5-4 win against 
the Los Angeles Kings at Staples Center on Saturday. 

Andersen made 20 saves in the third period, and Seth Jarvis 
extended his goal streak to three games for the Hurricanes 
(14-2-0), who have won four straight and are 8-1-0 on the 
road.  

"I think it's always a good thing when you can win and, at the 
same time, know you can play a lot better," Aho said. "Try to 
learn from the mistakes, but obviously we got the two points 
and that's the main thing here." 

Adrian Kempe scored twice, and Brendan Lemieux had a 
goal and an assist for the Kings (8-7-2), who are 0-2-1 
following a seven-game winning streak. Cal Petersen 
allowed five goals on 20 shots. 

Carolina took the lead five times, and Los Angeles tied it four 
times. 

"It was a little too loose for us," Kings forward Blake Lizotte 
said. "Kind of racehorse hockey, trading chances back and 
forth, and that's not typically our identity." 

Martin Necas put the Hurricanes ahead 5-4 at 19:26 of the 
second period when he cut to the middle and scored around 
Petersen on the rush.  

Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said his team spent the rest 
of the game "just surviving." The Hurricanes were outshot 
20-2 in the third period, and Brind'Amour said Andersen 
"held us in."  

"He had a great third. I mean, that was the difference in the 
game," Brind'Amour said. "We were doing nothing." 

Aho gave Carolina a 3-2 lead at 6:16 of the second. 

Kempe tied it 3-3 at 9:33 when he scored shorthanded on a 
breakaway despite being hooked by Andrei Svechnikov. It 
was the first shorthanded goal allowed by Carolina this 
season. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi put the Hurricanes back in front 4-3 at 
11:20 when he chipped the puck over a sprawling Petersen 
with a backhand. 

Lemieux collected the rebound of a shot by Matt Roy and 
reached around Andersen to tie it 4-4 at 18:00. 

"I don't really know why it happens or for whatever reason, 
but sometimes it just happens and you're in it," Stepan said 
of high-scoring games. "You really can't grab a hold of it. It's 
just the way it's going to be for the evening, and you need to 
have someone step up and make some big plays." 

Jarvis put Carolina up 1-0 at 3:00 of the first period, scoring 
off a pass from Aho on a 2-on-1. 

Lizotte tied it 1-1 at 4:38 with a wrist shot through traffic from 
the left face-off circle. 

The Hurricanes retook the lead 10 seconds later when 
Stepan had the second tip of Brady Skjei's shot from the blue 
line, making it 2-1 at 4:48. 

Kempe tied it 2-2 at 12:39, redirecting Alexander Edler's shot 
from the left point off a face-off win by Anze Kopitar. 

Olli Maatta's goal for Los Angeles at 19:40 was overturned 
following a challenge by Brind'Amour for goaltender 
interference. It was determined Kings center Phillip Danault 
made contact with Andersen in the crease prior to Maatta's 
shot into an open net. 

"I'm happy that we had the offense that we had tonight, and 
there could have been more," Los Angeles coach Todd 
McLellan said. "Again, with the 2-on-1s and not even getting 
a shot on goal, goal called off. Could we avoid the 
goaltender? Maybe he makes the save then. But there could 
have been more, so that's the positive of the night is that the 
offense was there." 

NOTES: The five go-ahead goals tied the 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers record. Hartford did it in in a 6-5 
win against the New York Rangers on Feb. 22, 1981, and in 
a 5-5 tie against the Buffalo Sabres on Feb. 24, 1991. … 
Necas has scored five points (two goals, three assists) 
during a three-game point streak. … Andersen had the 
secondary assist on Aho's goal. It was the goalie's second 
assist of the season and 11th of his NHL career. … Edler 
had two assists for his first multipoint game with the Kings. 
The defenseman signed with Los Angeles in the offseason 
after playing his first 15 NHL seasons with the Vancouver 
Canucks.
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Necas, Hurricanes get better of Kings in 5-4 victory 

By Dan Greenspan 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Martin Necas scored and Seth 
Jarvis had a goal for the third straight game in the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ 5-4 win over the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday. 

Sebastian Aho and Derek Stepan each had a goal and an 
assist to help the Hurricanes to their fourth victory in a row. 
Frederik Andersen made 38 saves and had an assist. 

“Really, at the end of the day, that was just a bad game for 
us, like, really bad,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Give the other team a lot of credit, they played hard and the 
way they would want to play. We just never got going. We’re 
fortunate to get that one.” 

Adrian Kempe scored twice for the Kings, who have lost 
three straight following a seven-game winning streak. Cal 
Petersen allowed five goals on 20 shots. 

“It was a little too loose for us,” Los Angeles center Blake 
Lizotte said. “Kind of race-horse hockey, trading chances 
back and forth, and that’s not typically our identity.” 

Transition offense was the Hurricanes’ strength throughout 
the game, and it finally gave them a lead they were able to 
protect in the second period when Necas put them up 5-4 
with 34 seconds left. He worked around defenseman Mikey 
Anderson to skate across the crease and beat Petersen at 
the far post.  

From there, Carolina got a masterful third period from 
Andersen, who stopped all 20 shots he faced.  

“It’s just what Freddy does,” Aho said. “Probably wasn’t the 
easiest game for him either because they had quite a bit of 
chances and a few goals there too. But in the third there, he 
was huge for us and gave us a chance to win, and that’s all 
you can ask for from a goalie.”  

Carolina took the lead twice in the first period, only for Los 
Angeles to respond.  

The Hurricanes went in front 3 minutes into the first period 
when Jarvis scored off the rush, but the Kings tied it up at 1 
when Lizotte fired through traffic from the left circle at 4:38. 

Stepan needed just 10 seconds to reclaim the advantage at 
2-1, with Brady Skjei’s shot from the blue line taking two 

deflections before going in. Kempe tipped Alex Edler’s shot 
from the point in to make it 2-all at 12:39. 

Olli Maatta’s goal with 20 seconds left in the opening period 
was overturned following Carolina’s challenge for goaltender 
interference. 

The give-and-take continued in the second period, with the 
Hurricanes again going in front twice. Aho’s eighth goal of 
the season to go up 3-2 at 6:16 was canceled out by 
Kempe’s shorthanded breakaway at 9:33. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored on a backhand with nine minutes 
left in the period to give Carolina a 4-3 edge, but Brendan 
Lemieux was able to sweep Matt Roy’s rebound in with two 
minutes left.  

“That’s not necessarily the style we want to play,” Lizotte 
said. “I think our team is built to win more of a 3-2 type style, 
tight checking game.” 

STICKING AROUND 

Jarvis became the fourth teenager in franchise history to 
score in three consecutive games, and Brind’Amour 
indicated the 13th overall pick in the 2020 NHL draft will 
remain with the team going forward. Jarvis’ three-year entry-
level contract will start if he plays in another game for the 
Hurricanes this season.  

“It’s a lot of fun,” Aho said of playing with Jarvis. “He’s a good 
kid, he can really skate and a smart player, so it’s fun to play 
with him. Just try to find him and, obviously, he can score.”  

NOTES: Necas has one goal and three assists during a 
three-game point streak. … Kempe scored the first 
shorthanded goal allowed by Carolina this season. ... Kings 
D Drew Doughty was a limited participant in practice Friday, 
his first on-ice work with the team since sustaining a knee 
contusion against Dallas on Oct. 22. Coach Todd McLellan 
said Doughty, who was initially expected to miss two months, 
won’t be returning just yet. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Visit San Jose on Monday night. 

Kings: Host Arizona on Sunday night.
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Weekly NHL Recap (Nov. 20 Edition): Who Stood Out? 

Another week gone, another group of standouts across the 
NHL. Whether it was veterans bouncing back, rookies 
showing some strength or goalies giving you value deep in 
the lineup, it was yet another interesting week in the world of 
fantasy hockey. 

By Jason Chen 

Another week gone, another group of standouts across the 
NHL. Whether it was veterans bouncing back, rookies 
showing some strength or goalies giving you value deep in 
the lineup, it was yet another interesting week in the world of 
fantasy hockey. 

Goalies 

Darcy Kuemper, Colorado Avalanche 

With a 7-3 win against the Kraken on Friday, Kuemper is 
now 4-1-0 with a .929 Sv% in November and has not allowed 
more than three goals since Oct. 19. The Avs’ gamble on 
Kuemper looked like a very poor investment in the beginning, 
with the only silver lining being Philipp Grubauer also 
struggling with the Kraken, but it looks like the goalie switch 
is now paying off for the Avs. It’s the second straight season 
Kuemper’s off to a slow start, but the past two seasons have 
also been marred by various postponements and 
cancellations due to COVID-19. It’s possible that Kuemper’s 
just getting back into his groove; remember, over the past 
five seasons, Kuemper’s .921 Sv% is tied for fourth-best in 
the league among goalies with at least 50 appearances. 

Oddsmakers did not drop the Avs as the Cup favourites even 
when they were struggling, and they were definitely right to 
avoid a knee-jerk reaction. With two games in hand against 
the division-leading Wild, the Avs are now tied with the Preds 
as the two hottest teams in the Central, and sit just five 
points back from the top spot. They’re doing this without 
Nathan MacKinnon, too, which means the chance for fantasy 
managers to acquire Kuemper for relatively cheaper may 
have already missed their window.  

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars  

With Braden Holtby ruled out for Saturday’s game and Anton 
Khudobin getting pulled in his last start – even if Oettinger 
came in relief for only six minutes – look for Oettinger to get 
his second start of the season at home against the Blues. 
Rick Bowness made curious decisions for his lineup against 
the Wild, which resulted in a 7-2 loss, but going back to 
Oettinger should be a no-brainer.  

There’s no return date set for Holtby, but another strong 
performance from Oettinger could force the Stars to change 
tracks. A Khudobin-Holtby tandem, with an outside chance of 
Ben Bishop getting healthy, was the original plan, but the 

former Cup finalists are having a very tough time with a 6-7-2 
record and a lot of ground to make up. This is a fantasy 
manager’s worst nightmare, especially those who managed 
to roster both Khudobin and Holtby hoping they would benefit 
from a team that plays very good team defense. Oettinger is 
worth a fantasy stash just in case he turns the Stars’ season 
around, but note with their inability to score goals it will take 
more than just strong play from Oettinger to win games.  

Stuart Skinner, Edmonton Oilers 

Mike Smith was moved to LTIR and Mikko Koskinen has, 
well, gone back to being Koskinen 16 goals allowed in his 
last four games, earning three wins only because his offense 
has been so good. Skinner, on the other hand, has been 
excellent in two of his three starts, making 35 saves in 
Detroit despite being tagged with the loss, and then 46 (!) 
saves at home against the Jets.  

The Oilers have a one-point lead over the Ducks and Flames 
in the Pacific and could potentially win their first division title 
since 1987. Right now, Skinner might give them the best 
chance to do that, and he’s got at least a couple more weeks 
to prove his worth. Smith has missed 13 games already so 
being placed on LTIR will not affect his timeline for recovery, 
but it does help the Oilers save some cap space. Skinner’s a 
worthwhile fantasy add playing behind the best offense in the 
league. 

Ville Husso, St. Louis Blues 

Husso was a barely-passable backup last season with a .893 
Sv%, forcing the Blues to keep playing Jordan Binnington 
even when he wasn’t sharp. That is not the case this season 
because Husso has been excellent so far, going 2-0-0 and 
stopping 60 of 61 shots. He went nearly a month in between 
starts due to COVID-19, and with Binnington going 1-3-2 with 
a .897 Sv% and 3.13 GAA in November, it has opened the 
door for Husso to pick up more starts. He’ll surely get a start 
during a back-to-back on Nov. 26-27, and after that the Blues 
will play seven games over a 13-day stretch. The sample 
size is small and the Blues stubbornly stick with Binnington 
even when he’s playing poorly, but Husso’s a sneaky fantasy 
stash as an up-and-comer on a good team.  

Other goalies we’re keeping an eye on: Scott Wedgewood, 
Coyotes; Dan Vladar, Flames; Marc-André Fleury, 
Blackhawks; Jonathan Quick, Kings; Cayden Primeau, 
Canadiens; Mackenzie Blackwood, Devils; Filip Gustavsson, 
Senators; Ilya Samsonov, Capitals 

Rookies 

Seth Jarvis, C/RW, Carolina Hurricanes 
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It’s a very tough rookie class, but if Jarvis keep this up, he’s 
in the Calder conversation. The 13th overall pick in 2020 has 
scored a goal in consecutive games, and after averaging 
less than 10 minutes in his first two games, has now 
averaged 16:36 in his past three games, which ranks sixth 
among Canes forwards and even ahead of captain Jordan 
Staal.  

He’s taken Teuvo Teravainen’s stop on the top line with 
Sebastian Aho and the most underrated elite forward in 
Andrei Svechnikov, and also logging minutes with the 
second power play unit. Fun facts: Jarvis is the Canes’ 5-on-
5 leader in: Corsi%, Fenwick%, Corsi/60, Fenwick/60, 
xGF/60, high-danger shot attempts/60 and offensive-zone 
start %, according to naturalstattrick.com. It’s as if the Canes 
recognize a supremely talented scorer and want to ensure 
his success by playing him with other talented scorers – it’s 
interesting strategy, maybe other teams would like to try 
this?  

Cole Caufield, RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Caufield has been one of the most disappointing fantasy 
players this season, a talented finisher whom many projected 
to win the Calder who ended up getting sent to the minors. 
His call-up raised some eyebrows because Caufield had 
scored only two goals in six games on a veteran-laden Laval 
Rocket club, and he ended up getting only one shot on goal 
with a minus-3 rating against the Pens. With so many other 
good rookies out there, and given how it’s unlikely the 
Canadiens will be anything but a bottom-five team this 
season facing a murky future (will Marc Bergevin return?), 
it’s time to consider that Caufield’s 2021-22 fantasy season 
may already be over.  

Other rookies we’re keeping an eye on (<50 percent of 
Yahoo leagues): Trevor Zegras, C, and Jamie Drysdale, D, 
Ducks; Alex Newhook, C, Avalanche; Cole Sillinger, C, and 
Yegor Chinkahov, RW, Blue Jackets; Anton Lundell, C, 
Panthers; Tanner Jeannot, LW/RW, Predators; Dawson 
Mercer, C, Devils; Scott Perunovich, D, Blues 

Notables 

Robert Thomas, C/RW, St. Louis Blues 

The Jordan Kyrou bandwagon is already getting pretty full, 
but there’s still plenty of room on Thomas’. The fourth-year 
pro is scoring at a point-per-game pace and I don’t think 
there’s any coincidence that he’s also averaging 19:05 TOI 
per game, nearly a 50 percent increase from last season’s 
13:36. Finally, I say. The 20th pick in the 2017 draft, Thomas’ 
development was slowed a bit by injuries and also due to the 
Blues’ veteran-laden lineup and depth. It was very difficult for 
him to crack the top six, and even when he did manage to 
get promoted, he was far too inconsistent and often a little 
too shy with shooting the puck.  

This season, he’s shooting the puck more, and after playing 
most of last season with Mike Hoffman, has been attached at 
the hip to Vladimir Tarasenko, who is playing at an all-star 
level again after two frustrating, injury-riddled seasons. 
There’s also been a huge improvement in Thomas’ faceoff 
prowess; last season, he won just 42.6 percent and took less 
than 10 per game, and this season, he’s winning 51.9 
percent and taking more than 15 per game. Thomas’ 134 
faceoff wins ranks 30th in the league, and with his dual-
position eligibility could be an incredibly valuable roto league 
player.  

Nazem Kadri, C, Colorado Avalanche 

With another two assists against the Kraken on Friday, Kadri 
extended his point streak to eight games, including multi-
point efforts in the last three. It’s a total of nine points in the 
four games without MacKinnon, and while Kadri’s role as the 
No. 2 pivot hasn’t changed with Mikko Rantanen now 
centering the top line, it’s also been an incredibly productive 
run and a big reason why the Avs are now rolling.  

His hot streak hasn’t gone unnoticed and he’s been one of 
the most popular adds on Yahoo. He’s an all-round, multi-
category beast with 19 points, 26 penalty minutes, 40 shots 
and 120 faceoff wins. He’s scoring at the highest pace of his 
career, and while all streaks will inevitably come to an end, 
he’s well on his way to having his best season since he had 
back-to-back 32-goal seasons for the Leafs a year before he 
was traded to Colorado.
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Hurricanes survive wild game against Kings, improve to 14-2 

The Hurricanes managed to outlast the Kings on Saturday to 
remain perfect on their six=game road trip. 

By Brett Finger  

If you are a fan of chaos and winnings games you probably 
don’t deserve to win, the Carolina Hurricanes’ matchup with 
the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday was the game for you. 

The Canes remained perfect in game three of their six-game 
road trip, dethroning the Kings by a final score of 5-4. 

It was a messy first period for the Hurricanes, who saw the 
Kings dominate the shots and scoring chances at 5-on-5, but 
that was easily mitigated by scoring on each of their first two 
shots of the game. 

At the three-minute mark, Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis 
entered the Kings’ zone on a 2-on-1, and Aho found Jarvis at 
the backdoor. The goal was Jarvis’ third in as many games 
and his fourth in nine games played in his rookie year. 

The theme of the night was instant responses, and the Kings 
set the tone for that as they came back with a goal of their 
own just over 90 seconds later when Blake Lizotte netted his 
first goal of the season. 

On the very next shift, Brady Skjei sent a long-range shot 
towards the Los Angeles net, and a double deflection from 
Jordan Martinook and Derek Stepan put the Canes back in 
front. 

From there, the Kings got to their game and were putting a 
lot of pressure on Frederik Andersen and the Hurricanes 
defense, but they held firm until an offensive zone faceoff win 
directly led to Los Angeles’ second goal of the night. 

Anze Kopitar won the draw cleanly to Alex Edler, and the 
defenseman’s seemingly harmless wrister hit off of Adrian 
Kempe at the top of the crease and deflected right by the 
outstretched glove of Andersen. 

The Kings very nearly took a lead into the first intermission 
by way of a goal with less than a minute left in the frame, but 
it was quickly overturned due to Philipp Danault’s goalie 
interference on the play. 

The Hurricanes were fortunate to escape the first 20 minutes 
without finding themselves behind on the scoreboard. The 
Kings had a 13-7 lead in shots on goal and out-chanced the 
Hurricanes 10-6 at 5-on-5. 

Carolina managed to flip the script in the second period. In 
the first five minutes of the period, the Canes strung several 
hard-working forecheck shifts together to set the table for 
another go-ahead goal at 6:16. 

On a very similar play to their first goal, Aho was looking to 
connect with Jarvis. This time, the pass got deflected before 

it got to Jarvis, and it ended up ricocheting off of a Los 
Angeles defender and by a helpless Cal Petersen. 

An Alex Iafallo holding penalty two minutes later presented 
the Hurricanes with an opportunity to get the first multi-goal 
lead of the game, but Andrei Svechnikov’s turnover at the 
offensive blue line gave Kempe a long short-handed 
breakaway chance that he didn’t miss on. 

He snuck the puck through the legs of Andersen, and the 
Hurricanes allowed their first short-handed goal of the 
season. 

Less than two minutes later, though, the Hurricanes 
swarmed the front of the Los Angeles net and regained the 
lead. A point shot from Jaccob Slavin rattled around and off 
of bodies in front of the net before Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
corralled the puck and roofed it over a sprawling Petersen for 
his third goal of the season. 

Carolina had a 4-3 lead, but that didn’t last long. 

Brenden Lemieux did his own bit of rebound-corralling with 
two minutes left in the second period, using his reach to put 
the puck around Andersen and tie the game once again. 

Again, the Hurricanes responded quickly. 

86 seconds after the game-tying goal, Martin Necas went 
into his bag of tricks to give the Hurricanes their fifth one-
goal lead of the night, and that was the one that stuck. 

Necas’ highlight-reel goal made it a 5-4 game heading into 
the second intermission. 

More goals would have been ideal for the Hurricanes, but 
that’s not what they got in the third period. Instead, they were 
on the receiving end of an onslaught of shots from the Kings 
from the opening puck drop. 

Up by just a goal, the Hurricanes got outshot 19-2 in the third 
period and managed just five shot attempts as Los Angeles 
did everything in their power to tie the game up. 
Unfortunately for them, Andersen delivered another 
spectacular third period on this Western Conference road 
trip. 

In the second half of the third period, Andersen made huge 
save after huge save, preserving a chaotic win in the City of 
Angels. 

The final shot count was 42-20 in favor of the Kings. In the 
first and third periods, Los Angeles outshot Carolina by a 
total of 33-9. 

Survive and advance. 

With the win, the Hurricanes improved to 14-2-0 on the 
season and, for the time being, are atop the NHL standings. 
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The team will travel to San Jose for a date in the shark tank 
on Monday night before rounding out their long road trip with 
games in Seattle and Philadelphia this week.

 

They Said It: Rod Brind’Amour, Derek Stepan, and Sebastian Aho on Hurricanes win 
against the Kings 

Brind’Amour, Stepan, and Aho spoke to the media following 
the Hurricanes’ 5-4 win over the Kings. 

By Brett Finger and Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes went into Staples Center and 
managed to escape with a 5-4 win on Saturday, but it very 
easily could have gone the other way thanks to lackluster 
play for large chunks of the game. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Derek Stepan, and Sebastian Aho spoke 
to the media after the game and shared their thoughts on an 
up and down game against the Kings. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the Canes’ start: I thought it was okay. At the end of the 
day, that was just a bad game for us. Like, really bad. Give 
the other team credit. They played hard and the way they 
wanted to play. We didn’t. We’re fortunate to get that one. 

On Frederik Andersen: He had a great third. That was the 
difference in the game. He held us in. We were just doing 
nothing. Just surviving. That’s where a good goalie, he got 
us two points by his play in the third period. We’ll move on. 
You’re happy to get two points in a game like that because 
we were not the better team. 

On Seth Jarvis after his ninth game and what he thinks will 
happen with him: They haven’t talked to me about it, but it’s 
pretty clear what’s gonna happen. I could have told you that 
eight or nine games ago, but they love the drama. 

On the team’s defensive play: We weren’t good. When 
everyone’s not good, it’s hard to find. I mean, we had a 
couple of our defenseman who were really good, but the rest 
of the group, in general, was off. When you’re a little off, it’s 
going to look like it did. We couldn’t get any sustained 
pressure on them and we were chasing around a lot in our 
end. That’s it, in a nutshell. 

On who stood out: Well, your usual suspects are always 
good. They’re logging lots of minutes and playing heavy. 
They were the ones getting pucks out in crucial times. We 
rely on our top d quite a bit and they came through tonight. I 
thought Tony was good, too. I thought, defensively, he was 
battling. He was engaged, but I don’t think our forward group 
was very good. 

Derek Stepan 

On getting back into the lineup: It was good. Obviously, when 
you’re out, all you want to do is try to get in and contribute 
and be a part of it. Once you’re in it, it’s all about compete. It 
was good. 

On the back and forth nature of the game: I don’t think we 
were at our highest level, but our goaltender, who hasn’t 
dipped at all this year, stood tall for us and we get two points 
from it. Throughout the season, you’re going to have games 
like this where you maybe don’t have your A-stuff, but 
Freddie was able to bail us out and that’s what good teams 
do. We have some work to do to get this thing going in the 
right direction, but Freddie was big for us. We got two points 
and we move on.  

On if this kind of game surprises the players: I don’t really 
know why it happens or for what reason, but sometimes it 
just happens and you’re in it and you really can’t grab a hold 
of it. It’s just the way it’s going to be for the evening and you 
need to have someone step up and make some big plays 
and we scored a big-time goal to take the lead and our 
goaltender who — to no surprise — was our best player 
again tonight, stood tall. It was the difference. 

Sebastian Aho 

On growing chemistry with Seth Jarvis: It’s a lot of fun. He’s 
a good kid. He can really skate and is a smart player. It’s fun 
to play with him and I just try to find him and, obviously, he 
can score. 

On winning despite the team having an off night: I think it’s 
always a good thing when you can win at the same time 
where you know you could’ve played better. You try and 
learn from the mistakes, but we got two points and that’s the 
main thing here. We know we have to play a little bit better 
and with the little details out there and be more careful. Other 
than that, it’s a big win.  

On Frederik Andersen: It’s what Freddie does. It probably 
wasn’t the easiest game for him either because they had 
quite a few chances and goals there too, but in the third, he 
was huge for us and gave us a chance to win. That’s all you 
can ask for from a goalie.
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Andersen carries Canes past Kings in 5-4 win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Editor's Note: This article was updated at 1:12 a.m. on Nov. 
21 to reflect the likelihood that center Seth Jarvis will remain 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Surrendering four goals in one game is not the ideal for any 
hockey team, but the Carolina Hurricanes took what they 
could get with a 5-4 win over the Los Angeles Kings on 
Saturday, Nov. 20. 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen was the main difference in the 
game, making 39 saves in an offense-heavy battle in LA. 
The Carolina (14-2-0) defense did not help Andersen much 
in the first two periods, giving the Kings (8-7-2) some quality 
chances that Andersen could not do much about. 

“I don't think that we were at our highest level tonight,” said 
center Derek Stepan. “But our goaltender, who hasn't dipped 
at all throughout this year, stood tall for us and we got two 
points. Throughout our season, you're going to have games 
like this where you don't have your A stuff, but Freddie was 
able to bail us out.” 

Ironically, the third period featured the most shots on goals 
but no actual scoring, largely thanks to Andersen. Los 
Angeles outshot Carolina 20-2 in the final 20 minutes, but the 
Dane held firm to deny the Kings an equalizer in the final 
period. 

“He had a great third,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“For me, that was the difference in the game. We were doing 
nothing, just surviving. ...he got us the two points by his play 
in the third period.” 

The game’s nine goals were packed into the first two periods 
as both teams hit the ground running offensively. Center 
Seth Jarvis netted the game opener three minutes in on a 
nifty setup by center Sebastian Aho to set the scoring 
slugfest into motion. With 13 Hurricanes on the statsheet, 
even Andersen could not be kept out of the scoring action. 

He secured his second assist of the season on Aho’s goal 
early in the second period that put Carolina up 3-2. 

Considering that Jarvis scored again later in the game and 
notched his third consecutive game with a goal, the 19-year-
old phenom has established himself at the NHL level. 
Brind’Amour all but confirmed that Jarvis will remain with the 
senior squad going forward. 

“[The front office] hasn’t talked to me about it but it’s clear 
what’s going to happen,” Brind’Amour said. “I could have told 
you that eight or nine games ago. I guess they love the 
drama.” 

With or without Jarvis, the Hurricanes have plenty of room for 
improvement heading into the second half of their six-game 
road trip. Carolina only won 40% of the faceoffs, an 
uncharacteristic showing from one of the top faceoff teams in 
the league. Along with the poor defensive effort by players 
not named Andersen, the Canes will need to sharpen up if 
they want to continue their winning ways. 

On the positive side, the Hurricanes managed to score on a 
quarter of their shots on net. This offensive efficiency allowed 
them to stay one step ahead of Los Angeles and their 
relentless attacks. The Canes gained the final one-goal edge 
in the final minute of the second period when center Martin 
Necas scored a silky smooth goal to put his team up before 
the horn. 

Even that statistical rose has its thorn, however, as the 
overall lack of quality on the defensive end meant that the 
Carolina offense was unable to create a multi-goal lead and 
take some pressure off of Andersen. 

The Hurricanes have their first opportunity to return to form 
on Monday, Nov. 22 when they take square off against the 
San Jose Sharks. Puck drop is set for 10:30 p.m. ET.
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Wolves battle to the shootout 

Wolves seize 2-0 lead in the first and outshoot IceHogs all 
night  

Dylan McLaughlin scored in the fourth round of the shootout 
to give the Rockford IceHogs a 3-2 victory over the Chicago 
Wolves Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Stefan Noesen and David Gust scored for the 
Wolves (8-4-1-1), who outshot the IceHogs 33-25 in 
regulation and overtime during the Red Kettle Game 
benefiting the Salvation Army. 

“I thought we played really well,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “We gave ourselves a chance to win the 
hockey game. Things are going to go bad in hockey and in 
life — and you have to be able to respond. I thought our guys 
stuck with it.” 

Noesen’s short-handed goal gave the Wolves the lead just 
2:26 into Hockey Night in Chicago. Captain Andrew 
Poturalski checked IceHogs defenseman Nicolas Beaudin 
just outside of the blue line, then Noesen collected the puck, 
deked a forward and raced in to flip a shot past Collin Delia. 

Gust showcased his speed to give the Wolves a 2-0 lead at 
8:06 of the first. With the Wolves on the power play, C.J. 
Smith started the attack from deep in the defensive zone. He 
dished to Gust at center ice and the Orland Park native 
slalomed full-throttle between two defenders and chipped a 
backhand past Delia. 

Rockford (5-6-1-0) cut its deficit to 2-1 with 1:01 remaining in 
the second period as McLaughlin collected a rebound just 
outside the crease and knocked it home. The IceHogs 
knotted matters on Evan Barratt’s power-play goal 1:44 into 
the third. 

Wolves goaltender Alex Lyon (3-1-1) stopped 23 of 25 shots 
in regulation and overtime while Delia (1-1-0) rejected 31 of 
33. 

The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids Friday night before 
returning to Allstate Arena to host Rockford at 7 p.m. 
Saturday and Grand Rapids at 3 p.m. Sunday. To get the 
best deals on tickets and Wolves gear on Black Friday, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 
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Canes in a shootout at Staples. Five takeaways from the Hurricanes win 
over the Kings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 20, 2021 8:31 PM 

 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 5-4 win Saturday over the 
Los Angeles Kings, their eighth road win of the season: 

▪ Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was blunt in his postgame assessment: 
“At the end of the day it was a bad game for us. Really bad. We’re 
fortunate to get that one.” Is that blunt enough? 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen won his 11th game with a season-high 39 
saves, and Sebastian Aho and Derek Stepan each had a goal and assist 
for the Canes (14-2-0). Rookie Seth Jarvis scored for the third 
consecutive game, and dazzling goal by Martin Necas with 34 seconds 
left in the second period gave the Canes the 5-4 lead. 

But Andersen had to stop 20 shots in the third period, with the Kings 
sending a flurry of shots his way after pulling goalie Cal Petersen for a 
sixth attacker in the final two minutes of regulation. 

“He had a great third,” Brind’Amour said. “That was the difference. He 
held us in. We were doing nothing, just surviving.” 

▪ Jarvis should be playing his 10th NHL game Monday at San Jose. And 
his 11th on Wednesday at Seattle. And his 12th ... 

Any guesswork is over now. No way the Canes will send the forward 
back to junior hockey. Jarvis, who has scored in the past three games, 
will soon be earning his NHL salary from the first year of his entry-level 
contract. 

“They haven’t talked to me about it but it’s clear what’s going to happen,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I could have told you that eight, nine games ago. I 
guess they love the drama.” 

▪ The Canes had some loose, disjointed play in the defensive zone 
Saturday and often struggled to keep up with the Kings’ speedy transition 
game. But their best D-zone play came a man down, on the penalty kill. 
And from the man in net, Andersen. 

“During the season you’re going to have games like this where you don’t 
have your A stuff, but Freddie was able to bail us out and that’s what 
good teams do,” Stepan said. “He stood tall and there’s the difference.” 

Brind’Amour’s mantra is that special teams decide game. The Kings 
scored shorthanded Saturday, thus had the special-teams edge, but the 
Canes’ penalty killers did their job as the Kings were 0-4 on the power 
play. 

▪ Brind’Amour decided to make Steven Lorentz the forward scratch 
Saturday and get Stepan back in the lineup on the fourth line. But 
Brind’Amour also kept Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center on the line, using 
Stepan on the wing. Good coaching decision. Stepan and Kotkaniemi 
both scored. Stepan had a shot go off a skate and Kotkaniemi scored off 
a quick backhander as Stepan hopped out of the way. 

Brind’Amour said he is not fully committed to keeping Kotkaniemi at 
center, but added it appears to be helping his adjustment to 
Brind’Amour’s system. Kotkaniemi was used mostly at center with 
Montreal but was on the wing with the Canes until the past few games. 

▪ Remember when Andrei Svechnikov was scoring seemingly every 
game in October? The power forward, new contract in hand, began the 
season with seven goals in his first seven games and had many 
guessing how many he could score in an 82-game season. 

But the Kings game marked the ninth straight game without a goal for 
Svechnikov. Rough game for No. 37. Had two penalties and it was his 
weak power-play pass that was picked off and converted into a 
shorthanded score by the Kings’ Adrian Kempe in the second. 

Svechnikov has said he wants to be more consistent this season and the 
Canes need him to be. One thing about it: he’ll work at it. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Streaking on the West Coast, Seth Jarvis is an 
NHL player 

 

By Sara Civian  

Nov 20, 2021  

  

LOS ANGELES — Seth Jarvis. That’s it, that’s the column. And that has 
been the past few columns, hasn’t it? 

After scoring the winning goal in two consecutive games, he opened up 
the scoring Saturday in the Canes’ 5-4 barn-burning win over the Kings. 
He became the fourth rookie for the franchise in the past 30 years to 
record a goal in three-plus consecutive games, but we know this isn’t just 
about the goals. You can see why a guy like Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour loves Jarvis. He once again provided net-front presence as 
Sebastian Aho scored Saturday, and he’s handling the little things. 

A few days ago, Brind’Amour was asked if there would be any benefit at 
all to sending Jarvis, 19, back to his junior team, the Portland 
Winterhawks. 

“For that team, maybe,” he coyly replied. There’s not much else to say 
about it at this point. 
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Jarvis has scored four even-strength goals in nine games, and it 
would’ve been six if two hadn’t been disallowed. He’s also had an assist, 
two winning goals and a heck of a net-front presence. According to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, he’s drawn four penalties, and he’s up there in the 
league with 15 total high-danger chances. He’s worked his way up to the 
first line and earned the spot. 

“It’s a lot of fun (to play with him),” Sebastian Aho said after the game. 
“He’s a good kid. He can really skate and is a smart player. It’s fun to 
play with him, and I just try to find him and, obviously, he can score.” 

Simply put, Jarvis belongs in the NHL, and it’s not just because the 
player as an individual deserves it. The team needs him. This was his 
last game — (un)lucky number nine? — of eligibility before the Canes 
have to eat a year of his entry-level contract to keep him on the team. 
When he hits 40 games, his eventual unrestricted-free-agent status is 
affected, but we’ll cross that bridge when we come to it. 

Brind’Amour said after the game that although he hasn’t yet talked to GM 
Don Waddell, he’s pretty sure Jarvis is staying up. My sense after talking 
to multiple sources is he’s staying in the NHL, which almost feels 
ridiculous to speculate on — because, duh. 

“They haven’t talked to me about it, but it’s pretty clear what’s gonna 
happen,” Brind’Amour said. “I could have told you that eight or nine 
games ago, but they love the drama.” 

“So you’re sending him back?” I jokingly confirmed. 

“Exactly,” he said, laughing. 

• Jarvis was going to be the story of this game no matter what, but that 
situation aside, Freddie Andersen is my first star of the game. The Canes 
were outshot 43-20 overall and 19-2 in the third period. Andersen hung 
on through some dangerous shots in the final few minutes in the 5-4 win. 
“He had a great third,” Brind’Amour said. “That was the difference in the 
game. He held us in. We were just doing nothing. Just surviving. That’s 
where a good goalie, he got us two points by his play in the third period. 
We’ll move on. You’re happy to get two points in a game like that 
because we were not the better team.” 

• This game was crazy, even based on West Coast matinee standards. 
The Kings hadn’t given up more than two goals in regulation in their 
previous nine games. The Hurricanes hadn’t allowed more than two in 
their previous five. The Canes opened the scoring with two goals on their 
first two shots of the game, and the teams combined for nine goals. I’m 
sure neither coach was thrilled about the defensive performances, but at 
least it was fun to watch. 

• Without further ado, the vibes: 

• One hundred percent, the last vibe checker nailed it. The Canes are 
now 14-2-0 and 3-0-0 on a road trip featuring two hot teams in the Ducks 
and the Kings. They’ve won in a variety of ways. One of those ways has 
been goaltending going above and beyond. I think it’s safe to say this 
team is good. “I think it’s always a good thing when you can win at the 
same time where you know you could’ve played better,” Aho said. “You 
try and learn from the mistakes, but we got two points and that’s the main 
thing here. We know we have to play a little bit better and with the little 
details out there and be more careful. Other than that, it’s a big win.” 

• Solid, noticeable game for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. He broke an eight-game 
pointless streak with the second-period go-ahead goal. 
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Sharks’ Boughner on Evander Kane: “There are decisions that need to 
be made” 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: November 21, 2021 at 12:50 a.m. | UPDATED: November 
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SAN JOSE – Evander Kane’s 21-game suspension ends in nine days 
and right now coach Bob Boughner has no idea how the Sharks are 
going to handle the situation. 

“I wish I had more information. I don’t, and that’s completely honest,” 
Boughner said after the Sharks’ 4-0 loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Saturday. “I don’t have any information. You know, there are decisions 
that need to be made.” 

The Sharks for the first few weeks of this season were able to get by 
without Kane, who was suspended Oct. 18 for violating the NHL and 
NHLPA’s COVID-19 Protocol by submitting a fake vaccine card. 

Kane is eligible to play again on Nov. 30 when the Sharks play in New 
Jersey, but general manager Doug Wilson has given no indication how 
he plans to handle Kane’s potential return to the organization. 

It’s a conundrum, to say the least. 

On one hand, the Sharks could use Kane’s production to fill a glaring 
need for another bonafide goal-scoring winger in their forward group. On 
the other hand, Kane appears to be deeply unpopular with the Sharks’ 
fan base now after he fell out of favor with his teammates last season. 

Kane was not around the team at any point during training camp earlier 
this fall as the NHL opened two new investigations into the 30-year-old 
forward’s past behavior. One centered around the possible use of a fake 
COVID-19 vaccination card, and the other involved accusations of 
physical and sexual abuse raised by his estranged wife in a court filing in 
September. 

The NHL said it could not substantiate the domestic abuse allegations 
but did find that Kane breached the league’s COVID protocol, slapping 
him with a quarter-season suspension that cost him roughly $1.68 million 
of his $7 million salary for this season. 

Kane is still owed over $20 million over the final three-plus years of his 
contract, which is set to expire after the 2024-25 season. 

Without Kane, their leading scorer from last season, the Sharks got out to 
a respectable 7-4-1 start. There was genuine harmony in the locker room 
as the Sharks found success playing to a certain meat-and-potatoes 
identity. Everybody was on the same page. 

The Sharks still appear to be a unified team, but their lack of scoring at 
even strength and on the power play right now is impossible to ignore. 

With Saturday’s shutout, the Sharks have now scored just eight goals in 
their last five games, including just one on the power play. The Sharks 
beat the Minnesota Wild 4-1 last Tuesday but otherwise have been held 
to an average of one goal per game. 

“Offensively, we’ve got to be hungry around the net. We’ve got to find a 
way to score goals,” Sharks captain Logan Couture said. “(One goal) in 
the last two games and we really didn’t score that many on the road trip. 
So, we’ve got to find a way to score more goals.” 

Perhaps the Sharks’ offensive struggles right now shouldn’t come as a 
huge surprise. 

It always felt like they were at least one scoring winger short of being a 
genuine contender in the Pacific Division. 

Rookie William Eklund was in a top-six forward role for nine of the 
Sharks’ first 10 games of the season. But the Sharks, acting in what they 
felt was the best long-term interest of their top prospect, reassigned 
Eklund, 19, to Djurgarden of the Swedish Hockey League on Nov. 5. 
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The move was understandable, but it left a significant hole in the Sharks’ 
top-six forward group, and the Sharks, it seems, do not have another 
winger who can fit in seamlessly with Tomas Hertl and Alexander 
Barabanov like Kane did last season. 

Nick Bonino does not have a point in 17 games, and other forwards like 
Andrew Cogliano, Matt Nieto, and Jasper Weatherby have gone without 
a point in four straight games. 

Kevin Labanc, before he served a one-game suspension Saturday, had 
gone without a point in three games since he came out of the NHL’s 
COVID Protocol. Rudolfs Balcers had two assists in his last six games. 

The Sharks now rank 25th in the NHL at 2.59 goals per game. The 
Sharks’ four-game homestand continues this week with games against 
Carolina on Monday, Ottawa on Wednesday, and Toronto on Friday. 

It could spiral downward real quick if the Sharks can’t find a way to bury a 
few more of their chances. 

“Good teams, they’re getting some production from their bottom six, and 
it’s been a while since we’ve got that,” Boughner said. “That’s got to be 
something that we figure out because we can’t depend on the same 
couple of guys every night.” 

The Sharks are now 2-4-1 since Eklund was sent back to Sweden. 
Adding an exceptional talent like Kane to the lineup would certainly slot a 
lot of players into their proper positions. 

One wonders if Wilson will publicly articulate in the coming days his plan 
for Kane. Pay him to stay home? Put him on waivers? Put him on a 
conditioning assignment? 

Just like Boughner said, there are decisions that need to be made. 
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Sharks’ missed chances, injury lead to frustrating start to homestand 
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SAN JOSE – Yes, the Sharks needed a save on the Washington 
Capitals’ first shot of the game. And no, it’s not wise to take a penalty and 
leave Alex Ovechkin open for a one-timer at the top of the circle on the 
ensuing power play. 

But the Sharks perhaps could have lived with those miscues had they 
just taken advantage of their own opportunities to score Saturday night 
against Ovechkin and company at SAP Center. 

Instead, the Sharks in the first two periods couldn’t capitalize on a 
handful of high danger chances at even strength or six minutes of power-
play time in what turned into a 4-0 loss to the Capitals before an 
announced crowd of 16,527. 

Sharks goalie Adin Hill stopped 11 of 13 shots through the first two 
periods but couldn’t stop the first shot he faced Saturday. Conor Sheary 
took a pass on a Capitals rush from Daniel Sprong and beat Hill at the 
2:17 mark of the first period for a 1-0 Washington lead. 

Washington then took a two-goal lead on a power-play goal by Ovechkin 
at the 13:58 mark. With Marc-Edouard Vlasic serving a delay of game 
penalty, Ovechkin took a pass from John Carlson and ripped a slap from 

the top of the circle shot past Hill for his 13th goal of the season and the 
743rd goal of his career. 

Sheary and Ovechkin added one goal each in the third period to cap the 
scoring, as the Sharks have earned just five points in their last eight 
games. Their four-game homestand continues this week with games 
against Carolina on Monday, Ottawa on Wednesday, and Toronto on 
Friday. 

Nick Bonino and Logan Couture both had quality chances to score 
Saturday, and Noah Gregor and Tomas Hertl hit the post and crossbar, 
respectively, on their own individual chances. 

But the Sharks have now scored just eight goals, including seven at even 
strength, in their last five games. 

Sharks winger Jonathan Dahlen’s availability for those games might be in 
question after he was injured in the first period Saturday. 

Dahlen was trying to control the puck behind the Capitals’ net when he 
was bumped by Washington defenseman John Carlson. Just a second 
later, Dahlen clutched his left shoulder and then grabbed onto the back of 
the Washington net with his right hand for support. 

With the play having moved up the ice, Dahlen then headed straight to 
the Sharks’ bench and retreated to the team’s dressing room. Play was 
blown dead with 6:39 left in the period. 

Dahlen came back to start the second period and skated for two shifts 
before he went back into the Sharks’ dressing room. The Sharks 
announced later in the period that Dahlen would not return to the game. 

Sharks coach Bob Boughner said Dahlen was going to get reassessed 
and that he and the team would know more about the injury in the 
morning. 

“When someone tries it like that, you think it’s not that bad,” Sharks 
captain Logan Couture said of Dahlen’s brief return. “I’m not exactly sure 
what it was, I didn’t have enough time to talk to him between periods 
there at all. He was going to come back and try it, so hopefully, that’s a 
good sign. We definitely missed him.” 

Dahlen, a rookie, came into Saturday with nine points in 15 games and 
has been on the Sharks’ top line with Couture since the start of training 
camp in September. Dahlen’s also been a fixture on the Sharks’ power 
play and is averaging 14:38 of ice time per game. 

After Dahlen left the game for a second time, Sharks’ winger Rudolfs 
Balcers skated in Dahlen’s place on the line with Couture and Timo 
Meier. 

The Capitals led 1-0 at the time of Dahlen’s injury on Sheary’s goal. 

The Capitals entered Saturday in second place in the Metropolitan 
Division, right behind the Carolina Hurricanes, who come to San Jose on 
Monday. After a Wednesday game against the Ottawa Senators, the 
Sharks close the homestand against the Toronto Maple Leafs, owners of 
second place in the Pacific Division. 

The Sharks were coming off a 2-3-0 road trip that ended with a 4-1 loss 
to the St. Louis Blues on Thursday. Oddly enough, the Sharks only had 
seven power plays for the entire trip, with no man-advantage 
opportunities in games against the Winnipeg Jets on Nov. 11 and the 
Blues. 

“t goes hand in hand with playing better,” Couture said Saturday morning. 
“When you play well and you control the play, you’re going to draw more 
penalties.” 
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Jonathan Dahlen’s status uncertain after first period injury vs. Capitals 
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SAN JOSE – Sharks winger Jonathan Dahlen was injured in the first 
period of Saturday’s game with the Washington Capitals at SAP Center 
and now his status for the remainder of the team’s homestand appears to 
be uncertain. 

Dahlen came back to start the second period and skated for two shifts 
before he went back into the Sharks’ dressing room. The Sharks 
announced later in the period that Dahlen would not return to the game, 
which the team lost 4-0. 

Dahlen was trying to control the puck behind the Capitals’ net when he 
was bumped by Washington defenseman John Carlson. Just a second 
later, Dahlen clutched his left shoulder and then grabbed onto the back of 
the Washington net with his right hand for support. 

With the play having moved up the ice, Dahlen then headed straight to 
the Sharks’ bench and retreated to the team’s dressing room. Play was 
blown dead with 6:39 left in the period. 

Sharks coach Bob Boughner said Dahlen’s upper-body injury was going 
to get reassessed and that he and the team would know more about his 
condition in the morning. 

The Sharks host the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday, the Ottawa 
Senators on Wednesday, and the Toronto Maple Leafs on Friday. 

“When someone tries it like that, you think it’s not that bad,” Sharks 
captain Logan Couture said of Dahlen’s brief return. “I’m not exactly sure 
what it was, I didn’t have enough time to talk to him between periods 
there at all. He was going to come back and try it, so hopefully, that’s a 
good sign. We definitely missed him.” 

Dahlen, a rookie, came into Saturday with nine points in 15 games and 
has been on the Sharks’ top line with Couture since the start of training 
camp in September. Dahlen’s also been a fixture on the Sharks’ power 
play and is averaging 14:38 of ice time per game. 

After Dahlen left the game for a second time, Sharks’ winger Rudolfs 
Balcers skated in Dahlen’s place on the line with Couture and Timo 
Meier. 

The Capitals led 1-0 at the time of Dahlen’s injury on a goal by Conor 
Sheary at the 2:17 mark of the first period. 

Washington then took a two-goal lead on a power-play goal by Alex 
Ovechkin at the 13:58 mark. With Marc-Edouard Vlasic serving a delay of 
game penalty, Ovechkin took a pass from Carlson and ripped a slap from 
the top of the circle shot past Sharks goalie Adin Hill for his 13th goal of 
the season and the 743rd goal of his career. 
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Will Alex Ovechkin break Wayne Gretzky’s goal-scoring record? The 
Sharks weigh in 
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SAN JOSE – Washington Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin just passed 
Brett Hull to become the fourth-leading scorer in NHL history. 

There’s little doubt in Sharks captain Logan Couture’s mind that 
Ovechkin can get to No. 1. 

Ovechkin, as of Saturday morning, had 742 career NHL goals and 
needed 153 more to pass Wayne Gretzky and become the league’s all-
time leader in that category. 

He’s not slowing down, either. Ovechkin, 36, had 12 goals in his first 17 
games before Saturday and has more goals (184) than anyone else in 
the NHL over the last five seasons. 

In that time, Ovechkin has been on a .627 goal-per-game pace. He 
signed a five-year, $47.5 million contract extension in July, and if he can 
stay healthy and average roughly a goal every two games, he’ll pass 
Gretzky’s total of 894 sometime near the end of the 2024-25 season or 
the start of the 2025-26 season. 

“I’ve watched a few of (the Capitals’) games when the goalie’s pulled, 
and he’s always out there looking for the empty netters,” Couture said 
with a smile. “So, he’s going to score enough, I think. 

“If he stays healthy and, knock on wood for the game of hockey that he 
does, I hope he does break it — just not against us.” 

“I’d love to see that happen,” Sharks coach Bob Boughner said Saturday 
morning. “I think it would be great for the game, but hopefully, he won’t 
add to any of those totals tonight.” 

Ovechkin has 12 goals and eight assists in 22 career games against the 
Sharks although he was held without a point in his last game at SAP 
Center on Dec. 3, 2019, a 5-2 Capitals win. 

Just ahead of Ovechkin on the NHL’s all-time goal-scoring list are Gordie 
Howe (801) and Jaromir Jagr (764), Ovechkin, now in his 17th NHL 
season, passed Hull’s total of 741 on Nov. 12, scoring once and adding 
an assist in Washington’s 4-3 win over Columbus. 

“We saw (Joe Thornton) and Patty (Marleau) play very well into their late 
30s and even into their 40s,” Couture said. “Players are still able to do 
that and contribute. The elite of the elite are still able to do what they do 
in this game.” 

Sharks defenseman Mario Ferraro agreed with Couture that Ovechkin 
will break Gretzky’s record, which was established over 20 seasons. 

“You look at his numbers, and he doesn’t seem to be slowing down,” 
Ferraro said. “So obviously he works on the skills that he has every 
summer. You would think that he’s scored enough goals from the half-
wall while they’re on the power play, but he’s still popping them in. 

“I do think he will. I wish him good luck.” 

LABANC’S SUSPENSION: Boughner said he had two ways of looking at 
the one-game suspension the NHL gave to forward Kevin Labanc on 
Friday for slew-footing St. Louis Blues center Tyler Bozak in the first 
period of Thursday’s game. 

Labane was given a tripping penalty on the ice, and Boughner thought it 
was an awful penalty to take 200 feet from the Sharks’ net. San Jose was 
then put on its heels and fell behind 1-0 on the ensuing Blues power play. 

Boughner, though, also felt there was no malicious intent on Labanc’s 
part. 

“I understand what Kevin was trying to do,” Boughner said. “It’s a 50-50 
battle. He was trying to get leverage and their skates clicked. When they 
clicked, Kevin lost his balance and came backward and his whole 
momentum took (Bozak) down. So, it looked a lot worse than it was 
there. There was no intent on the play. 
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“Kevin’s not that kind of player. He would never try to hurt anybody.” 

BARRACUDA RECALLS: With Labanc out Saturday, the Sharks recalled 
forwards Noah Gregor and Jeffrey Viel from the Barracuda. Gregor will 
start Saturday’s game on the Sharks’ second line with Tomas Hertl and 
Alexander Barabanov, and Viel will be a healthy scratch. 

Gregor, 23, had 12 points in eight games for the Barracuda this season. 
He has 11 points in 58 career NHL games, all with the Sharks, but did 
not make the team out of training camp. 

The Sharks, in a corresponding move, placed forward Lane Pederson on 
injured reserve. Pederson hasn’t played since he was hurt Nov. 11 in 
Winnipeg. 
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Sharks forward Labanc suspended for slew footing Bozak 

 

BY ALEX DIDION 

 

SHARKS 

The NHL had not issued any kind of player discipline for slew footing 
since the 2015-16 season prior to Friday. Sharks forward Kevin Labanc 
has broken that streak, as he will miss the Sharks' game against the 
Washington Capitals after being issued a one-game suspension for slew 
footing St. Louis Blues center Tyler Bozak. 

You can see the video featuring the full breakdown of Labanc's violation 
from NHL Player Safety. 

Labanc was given a two-minute tripping penalty after the play happened 
in the Sharks' 4-1 loss on Thursday. 

The last suspension for slew footing was issued to Brad Marchand during 
the 2014-15 season. 

Labanc will be eligible to return for Monday's home game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.21.2021 

1227069 San Jose Sharks 

 

Notes #17: Caps Blank Sharks 4-0 - San Jose Hockey Now 

 

Published 5 hours ago on November 20, 2021  

By Sheng Peng4-6 minutes 11/21/2021 

 

Period One 

The San Jose Sharks start off on wrong foot: On the Sheary goal, you 
want Hill to have it. But ALSO: Weatherby on forecheck, I know he’s told 
to finish check, but puck is right there. That would’ve been a good on-the-
fly adjustment. Then, Sheary beats Gadjovich up the ice and Burns is 
puckwatching. Did Gadjovich let Burns know he needed help? That 
wouldn’t have hurt. Watching replay, I do see why Burns might have 
stayed on the passer — Ferraro about to get beat by Sprong. 
Unacceptable hockey all around. 

Six in: Simek loses his check on Hagelin. Boughner wants him to kill 
plays, not that. 

Followed by a rough low to high pass by Barabanov to maybe Dahlen. 
Hard backhand through a couple Capitals sticks? That’s a buffet for the 
counterattack. 

Eight in: I like the Karlsson regroup to allow San Jose Sharks change, 
get a more coordinated dump and chase. 

Nine left: Rough neutral zone turnover for Gadjovich. Overall, not seeing 
it with him. His skating almost makes him a one-zone player and I’ve yet 
to see a lot of pop in the OZ from him. 

Hertl nice soft pass ahead to Gregor entering zone — use that speed. 
Gregor post. 

Balcers appears to be in Dahlen’s place on the Couture line. 

Good that Hill is okay — reckless by Schultz? Maybe contending with 
Ferraro stick. 

Good puck hunger shown by San Jose Sharks on that fruitless four-on-
three. But Meier, Burns working hard for that puck. If San Jose playing a 
little angry, they should be. 

Period Two 

My mistake — and I'm glad — Dahlen is on the bench 

Gregor has played a simple, direct game — have to think they’re happy 
with him so far. 

Five in: Not a pretty Karlsson sequence, back to back turnovers on 
breakout. 

Six in: Sheary just ambushes Vlasic on forecheck, turnover, Vlasic does 
come back later in shift to step up on Sprong. 

Eight in: Good pin by Simek. Removes Capital, takes puck. 

Seven left: Good Vlasic effort to track back on Jonsson-Fjallby after 
Barabanov turnover up high. 

Hagelin penalty: It looked like Ovechkin came over to check on 
Gadjovich as JG getting up? Interesting. 

Four left: Karlsson does not take an optimal angle skating up against 
Hathaway on breakout. Haven’t been impressed with his game tonight. 

Three left: Telegraphed Hertl pass to Burns on PP. After a valiant 
Couture keep-in. 

Period Three 

Really tough luck for Dahlen, particularly tonight: Sweden Olympic head 
coach and former #SJSharks playoff star Johan Garpenlov is in 
attendance. Dahlen certainly isn't a favorite for Team Sweden, but I'm 
sure he wanted to make a good impression 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) November 21, 2021 

Eight in: Meier looked back as Balcers was getting clobbered. Balcers 
OK. I take it as a sign that Meier was looking out for a teammate. 

Missed power plays hurt so much. Such a tight game, you have to come 
through with all that PP time. Talked to a scout, who simply said this 
team doesn’t have the horses. We’ve heard that story before. 

The anti-Bonino: Ovechkin stays out so long, he’s able to grab his 14th 
goal on an empty netter. Good times for the ageless wonder. 
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Dahlen Leaves Game with Possible Shoulder Injury - San Jose Hockey 
Now 

 

Staff Report 

Published 5 hours ago on November 20, 20213-4 minutes 11/21/2021 

 

San Jose Sharks forward Jonathan Dahlen sustained a possible left 
shoulder injury midway through the first period against the Washington 
Capitals. 

“It’s upper-body. He tried to come back in the second period, but he 
couldn’t,” San Jose Sharks head coach Bob Boughner said postgame. 
“We’ll get it reassessed tomorrow and know more in the morning.” 

Dahlen collided into the goal post before bumping awkwardly into 
Washington defenseman John Carlson. He favored his left shoulder 
while skating back to the bench and immediately went down the tunnel. 

Dahlen came back for two shifts in the second period, but then returned 
to the San Jose Sharks locker room. His last shift came at the 5:18 mark 
of the second period. 

Rudolfs Balcers replaced Dahlen on the San Jose Sharks’ top line with 
Timo Meier and Logan Couture. 

The 23-year-old rookie has seven goals — tied for the team lead — and 
nine points in 16 games. 

San Jose Sharks captain Logan Couture said it was tough to see Dahlen 
go down like that after the game. 

“I haven’t seen him after,” Couture said. “I didn’t have enough time to talk 
to him in between periods. All I knew is he was going to go back and try 
it. Hopefully that’s a good sign. We definitely missed him.” 
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Scott Reedy Embraces Transition to Center 

 

Published 8 hours ago on November 20, 2021 

By Michael Gutnick 

 

Scott Reedy has gone through the wringer over the course of his hockey 
career, constantly facing adjustments to further his game. 

Reedy’s newest assignment within the San Jose Sharks system has 
been to play up the middle at the center position. 

The 22-year-old forward is used to playing on the wing during his playing 
days at the University of Minnesota and his first handful games with the 
San Jose Barracuda in 2020-21. 

Entering his first full season with the Barracuda, Reedy is embracing 
another challenge from the organization, but that’s nothing new to him. 

“They’ve talked to me about playing wing and center,” Reedy said. “It’s 
something I’ve adjusted to every game. Now I’m back. Being able to play 
both, play a heavy game and score big goals is a big emphasis from 
what I hear from up top.” 

One of four Barracuda skaters to play in all 12 games, Reedy currently 
leads the San Jose Barracuda with eight goals and his 12 points rank 

first alongside Noah Gregor, whose hot hand was recently called up to 
the San Jose Sharks amidst their four-game homestand. 

Reedy has benefited from playing alongside Gregor and Jayden 
Halbgewachs, the team’s top line for the bulk of the young season. With 
several COVID-19 complications and a Joel Kellman injury, Reedy has 
been promoted to earn more ice time centering the first line where he has 
learned a thing or two from teammate Sasha Chmelevski. 

“Nothing changes with his attitude and that’s what I’ve learned from him,” 
Reedy said. “I’ve understood his habits and his approach to the game. 
I’ve taken a few tricks in the dot as well. He’s definitely a guy I look up 
to.” 

Reedy and Chmelevski are no strangers to one another. The two faced 
each other at the age of 9 in a Las Vegas tournament. The two were 
drafted by the San Jose Sharks in the 2017 class and competed together 
on the U.S. National U18 team in a two-game tournament . 

“We always called him ‘The Russian’,” Reedy said, recalling the 
tournament in Vegas. “He would be buzzing around with a red helmet. 
We had a double overtime that we beat him in I remember vividly. I 
always thought he was an unreal player growing up. It’s pretty cool our 
paths have crossed this far down the line.” 

Reedy is not the fastest of skaters on the ice. However, he makes up for 
his speed with his crafty movements and opportunistic executions, which 
have made him a sneaky threat early this season. 

His happy zone is right around the blue paint, an area where the 6-foot-2 
forward has made four of his eight goals, three more than he scored in 
17 games during his short stint wearing teal last year. 

This week, Reedy netted his first multi-goal performance and second 
three-point game of his career against Bakersfield, including his team-
leading fourth power play goal of the season. His 50% shooting 
percentage ranks second in the American Hockey League, behind only 
Max McCormick of the Charlotte Checkers. 

Barracuda head coach Roy Sommer has noticed his knack for the net 
and competitive drive, which has allotted more playing time for the 
second-year skater. 

“He’s hard and heavy on pucks in the offensive zone,” Sommer said. 
“We’re playing him a lot and all over the place, even on that top power-
play unit. He’s definitely taken a jump from his first year driving harder to 
the chippy areas. He’s been a pleasant surprise for us.” 

A pleasant surprise is the best way to sum up Reedy’s year so far. The 
Barracuda need him to continue his scoring ways as they ride steady in 
the middle of the pack of the Pacific Division standings a month into the 
season. 

What does Reedy need to do to one day earn a promotion to the San 
Jose Sharks? 

“He needs to keep playing like he’s doing,” Sommer said. “He’s heavy on 
pucks. He’s in the right spot. He is stopping at the net and getting 
rebounds. He’s been a good net-front on the power play. Earlier I don’t 
think he was doing these things at training camp, but he’s really starting 
to fulfill what they see in him right now.” 

The native of Prior Lake, Minnesota started skating at age of two years 
old with his family. Reedy says his older brother, Will Reedy, was his role 
model, following in his footsteps. 

“I’d always go his games and watch his games. I wanted to be like him 
growing up,” Reedy said. “That’s who propelled me into hockey. My 
interest in the game took off from there.” 

After three years with Shattuck St. Mary’s, a prestigious teenage program 
in Faribault, Minnesota, Reedy leveled up his game with the U.S. 
National Development Program, playing with the likes of Quinn Hughes, 
Brady Tkachuk, and Josh Norris and collecting 96 points in 116 games. 
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“It was competitive every day,” Reedy said. “It taught you a lot playing 
against older guys the first year. The second year, there was a lot of 
development and scoring a ton of goals. It was really a lot of fun and an 
honor to represent my country and play overseas facing those other 
countries.” 

Reedy spent four years at the University of Minnesota — an easy choice 
for his scholarship to play close to home. However, he suffered few 
setbacks with a pair of injuries, including a torn labrum in his left shoulder 
during his sophomore year. 

It taught him a valuable lesson of fighting adversity and not slowing down 
the trajectory of his talent as a 2017 fourth-round selection by the San 
Jose Sharks after a solid first-year campaign with the Golden Gophers. 

“It was just about staying confident and refining my game once I was 
healthy,” Reedy said. “Sometimes injuries can put you behind the curve 
and leave you with less opportunities, but I was able to face that 
adversity and come out on top after that. I turned it around my junior 
year.” 

In a pivotal senior campaign, Reedy averaged a point-per-game pace 
with 28 points while earning a nomination as a Hobey Baker semifinalist. 
That was rewarding for Reedy to get back on track after the tough 
shoulder ailment. 

“I think it’s important to dominate at the level you play at before moving 
up,” Reedy said. “That’s the best for development and keeping your 
confidence where it should be. I put good numbers in final year and that 
made me feel good coming into San Jose.” 

Since his shoulder injury, Reedy takes extra precaution by doing more in 
strengthening that area during maintenance and workouts. 

“I’ve utilized the trainers and some extra exercises from the course of my 
rehab,” Reedy said. “I just stay on top of it now. It’s incorporated into my 
everyday practices.” 

Barracuda Comebacks Fall Short Against Gulls 

The Barracuda dropped consecutive home games against the San Diego 
Gulls by scores of 4-3 and 2-1. San Jose had been known for its late 
comebacks early this season, but a pursuit by the Barracuda fell short 
twice. 

On Friday, Jayden Halbgewachs collected his second career three-point 
night. Goaltender Zachary Sawchenko surrendered four goals on 34 
shots. 

Forward Jeffrey Viel returned from surgery on his finger and registered a 
shot on goal and a -1 rating while serving a role on the second unit of the 
power play. 

The next day, Barracuda trailed again 2-0 after the first period. Scott 
Reedy collected his team-leading fourth power-play goal as the lone 
Barracuda tally. Alexei Melnichuk made 22 saves on 24 shots. San Jose 
falls to 2-3-1 on home ice. 

Sommer spoke candidly about his team’s struggles out of the gate this 
season. 

“The biggest thing is we’re sitting back and letting other guys seeing 
who’s going to get the job done,” Sommer said. “We don’t have that 
urgency that we need. In the second and third periods, we’re finally 
popping into gear and making those plays. We have to find a way to play 
a full 60.” 

Forwards Joel Kellman and John Leonard were absent from both games. 
While Kellman was still out from his sustained concussion against 
Abbotsford, Leonard has a strain in his lower body and is a possibility to 
return for the road trip. Kellman also had a setback and likely won’t make 
the trip to San Diego. 

The Barracuda continue their mini-series against the Gulls through the 
Thanksgiving week on Wednesday and Friday. 
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3 Sharks Who Need to Step Up, 3 Who Will Cool Down - San Jose 
Hockey Now 

 

Published 11 hours ago on November 20, 2021  

By Sheng Peng2-2 minutes 11/20/2021 

 

Who has been the San Jose Sharks’ team MVP so far this season? 

There are three clear candidates in my mind: Timo Meier, Brent Burns, or 
James Reimer. 

The bad news: At least two of these three San Jose Sharks are probably 
headed for a slump. 

The good news — maybe — is that San Jose has candidates who can 
reasonably be expected to pick up the slack. 

So who’s going to go cold for the San Jose Sharks — and who has to get 
hot? 

Meier currently is sixth in the NHL with a 1.36 points per game average. 
If he stays healthy, that’s a 105-point pace for the season. 

Meier’s career high for a season is 66 points in 2018-19. 

It’s not a knock against Meier, who legitimately looks like a brand-new 
player this year, but it’s hard to see him cracking the 100-point barrier. In 
the last decade, just nine skaters have put up that many points in a 
season: Connor McDavid, Sidney Crosby, Leon Draisaitl, Nikita 
Kucherov, Patrick Kane, Evgeni Malkin, Brad Marchand, Daniel Sedin, 
and Claude Giroux. 
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Preview/Lines #17: Barabanov Proving Himself Again - San Jose Hockey 
Now 

 

Published 11 hours ago on November 20, 2021  

By Sheng Peng4-5 minutes 11/20/2021 

 

Alexander Barabanov has been a revelation (once again) for the San 
Jose Sharks. 

Last year, Barabanov came at the Trade Deadline from Toronto. 
Honestly, not much was expected from the 27-year-old Russian winger, 
considering the price, Sharks disappointment Antti Suomela, and his one 
point in 13 games with the Maple Leafs. 

Barabanov, however, was an immediate success, potting three goals and 
four assists in nine games next to Tomas Hertl and Evander Kane. 

Was Barabanov the real deal? That was a big question heading into this 
San Jose Sharks training camp. For good reason, Doug Wilson and 
company weren’t sure, and that was reflected in Barabanov’s new 
contract this summer, a one-year, $1 million dollar commitment. 
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It was a show-me contract and Barabanov wasn’t showing it in the 
preseason: William Eklund quickly supplanted Barabanov in the top-six 
and the Russian winger played just a couple exhibition games as he 
dealt with an undisclosed lower-body injury. 

Barabanov was a scratch on opening night. 

What a difference a month makes. 

Barabanov has been a line-up mainstay next to Hertl since the Oct. 30 
COVID game, notching two goals and four assists in his last nine 
appearances. 

Perhaps it took just getting over a groin injury in training camp? 

Barabanov shared that he was playing through a groin injury in training 
camp: "It's not easy when you have pain in the groin. You don't train. It 
was hard. But now I'm playing, I'm so happy to help the team." 

Whatever the reason for Barabanov’s resurgence, his skill has been a 
welcome sight. After all, beyond Timo Meier and Kevin Labanc, how 
many proven producers do the San Jose Sharks have on the wing? 

We’ll count Barabanov in there if he keeps making no-look plays like this 
one: 

“Barbie made a great fake,” Hertl, the recipient, said. “It was like three 
guys in front of him. So great pass for him. Easy goal for me.” 

“I like the way he’s played in the last couple of weeks. We were looking 
for a guy that can play in our top-six and complement Tommy Hertl’s line 
and he’s definitely been that guy. Offensively, he’s a pretty gifted player,” 
Bob Boughner said. “He’s got some fight in him, pride in him. He’s not a 
soft guy. He competes.” 

Recent linemate Rudolf Balcers agreed: “He’s a really smart player. He 
works hard. He gets into battles for the puck.” 

Hopefully, Mattel is reading this: A Barabanov Barbie doll arena 
giveaway would be a sure hit. 

“I don’t even know if he knows what Barbie means,” Hertl laughed. 
“[Ricci] also calls him Babalu. He has a couple nicknames. I think he’s all 
good with that.” 
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NHL notebook: Canucks a blueprint for Kraken of how bad it can get 

 

Nov. 20, 2021 at 5:32 pm Updated Nov. 20, 2021 at 5:32 PM 

By Marisa Ingemi 

 

The most hockey disarray in the Northwest isn’t coming from the Kraken. 

Even after losing six games in a row, the Kraken are leagues ahead of 
where the Vancouver Canucks seemingly are at. Things came to a head 
earlier this week after the Canucks lost to Colorado, and before that, 
Chicago. 

“Fire Benning” chants radiated through Rogers Place, in reference to 
general manager Jim Benning, and owner Francesco Aquilini had a 
meeting with the former where he gave a vote of confidence. 

In a presser after, Benning’s plan was all over the place. There’s little 
confidence in Vancouver these days, and that’s reasonable. 

“It’s really upsetting because I think as a management team this last 
seven-plus years we’ve worked really hard to draft well and develop our 

players properly,” Benning told reporters during that presser. “It’s wearing 
on all of us from ownership to the management team, to the coaches.” 

It’s Benning’s eighth season running the Canucks. He said in his presser 
they didn’t expect to have just five wins through the first 17 games, 
especially with the talent they brought in — Conor Garland, Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson, Tucker Poolman — retaining Quinn Hughes and Elias 
Pettersson, and what looked to be a breakout year out of goalie Thatcher 
Demko. 

Much like for the Kraken, it’s early enough in the season for the Canucks 
to turn things around. The difference comes in years; it’s the Kraken’s 
first season, there’s still time for that goodwill to dissipate. For the 
Canucks that’s been happening for some time. 

Minnesota native Riley Tufte used the entirety of his callup money to buy 
tickets for his family to see him when his Dallas Stars visited the Wild 
earlier this week. Then, he was a healthy scratch. 

Dallas lost the game 7-2. It probably wasn’t because Tufte didn’t play, but 
there’s no way that’s a good way for coach Rick Bowness to win and 
maintain that locker room. The team let Tufte speak about playing in 
Minnesota for the first time on multiple occassions. 

He didn’t know he was going to sit until an hour before the game. There’s 
no way around it, that sucks. 

“It’s a big ask for him to go into a big game like today,” Bowness said of 
Tufte. “Kivi sat a couple games. We wanted to get some speed and some 
energy from him. Riley hasn’t played very much, he’s only played four 
minutes one night, and seven minutes the last. That’s a tough ask to put 
him in those situations. 

There’s been plenty of fallouts in reactions in Dallas and around the 
league. All around it’s just a pretty bad look from Bowness and the Stars. 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin entered NHL COVID-19 
protocol after testing positive Friday. That came a few days after the 
Ottawa Senators had to postpone three games after dealing with 10 
players on their protocol list. 

It’s not as bad as it was a year ago, but the NHL is going to have to 
adjust to life playing in a pandemic still. The Kraken have gotten lucky, 
only two players and a coach were in protocol an extended period of 
time, but the Senators are an example of how it can still affect an entire 
season. 

That’s why a comment from Calgary Flames coach Darryl Sutter a day 
before the Senators announced they’d postpone some games was 
especially baffling, if not telling about the NHL mentality around COVID 
still. 

Jost on what almost was 

Avalanche forward Tyson Jost never actually played for Dave Hakstol in 
North Dakota, but the current Kraken coach is who sold him on the idea. 
He recruited the Avalanche star, but left to coach the Flyers before Jost 
had a chance to play for him. 

“North Dakota is a pretty nice spot to play,” said the Avalanche forward. 
“So I liked that but also (Hakstol)’s morals and as a person, all that stuff 
played a part in it. North Dakota is a good spot, and if you want to be in 
the NHL, that’s a place you want to go.” 

Jost was also a pick of the Everett Silvertips in the WHL before 
committing to then-Hakstol’s North Dakota. 

Quebec bound? 

The Kraken and Vegas Golden Knights are the two most recent teams to 
enter the NHL in expansion in the past five years, becoming the 31st and 
32nd franchises in the league. 

That seems like it’s probably enough for now; no league has more than 
32 clubs, and just the NFL has as many as the NHL. But the league still 
has one market on its radar — Quebec. 
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Quebec Prime Minister François Legault said on the RDS radio station 
on Thursday evening he’d had conversations with NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman about a team in Quebec. That doesn’t have to be 
expansion; after all, the Arizona Coyotes need somewhere to go after 
this season. 

“You have to look at who is ready to invest. We have an amphitheater in 
Quebec that has already been built. We are in the process of making 
contacts with Mr. Bettman. We are looking at what we need to bring back 
the Nordiques. I think we are capable of having a second team in 
Quebec.” 

Maybe it’s nothing, but Quebec has been pining for a team since the 
Nordiques left to become the Colorado Avalanche in the 1990s. At one 
point during the New York Islanders arena renovations and drama, it 
seemed like they would make a push for them. They were vying for one 
of the recent expansion franchises as well. 

The presence of the Montreal Canadiens doesn’t make it easy to add 
another team in Quebec, either. But the league has revisited past 
markets before; the Winnipeg Jets are on their second version, and 
Atlanta had two cracks at it. 
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The most hockey disarray in the Northwest isn’t coming from the Kraken. 

 

Staff Report 

 

Even after losing six games in a row, the Kraken are leagues ahead of 
where the Vancouver Canucks seemingly are at. Things came to a head 
earlier this week after the Canucks lost to Colorado, and before that, 
Chicago. 

“Fire Benning” chants radiated through Rogers Place, in reference to 
general manager Jim Benning, and owner Francesco Aquilini had a 
meeting with the former where he gave a vote of confidence. 

In a presser after, Benning’s plan was all over the place. There’s little 
confidence in Vancouver these days, and that’s reasonable. 

“It’s really upsetting because I think as a management team this last 
seven-plus years we’ve worked really hard to draft well and develop our 
players properly,” Benning told reporters during that presser. “It’s wearing 
on all of us from ownership to the management team, to the coaches.” 

It’s Benning’s eighth season running the Canucks. He said in his presser 
they didn’t expect to have just five wins through the first 17 games, 
especially with the talent they brought in — Conor Garland, Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson, Tucker Poolman — retaining Quinn Hughes and Elias 
Pettersson, and what looked to be a breakout year out of goalie Thatcher 
Demko. 

Much like for the Kraken, it’s early enough in the season for the Canucks 
to turn things around. The difference comes in years; it’s the Kraken’s 
first season, there’s still time for that goodwill to dissipate. For the 
Canucks that’s been happening for some time. 

Minnesota native Riley Tufte used the entirety of his callup money to buy 
tickets for his family to see him when his Dallas Stars visited the Wild 
earlier this week. Then, he was a healthy scratch. 

Dallas lost the game 7-2. It probably wasn’t because Tufte didn’t play, but 
there’s no way that’s a good way for coach Rick Bowness to win and 
maintain that locker room. The team let Tufte speak about playing in 
Minnesota for the first time on multiple occassions. 

He didn’t know he was going to sit until an hour before the game. There’s 
no way around it, that sucks. 

“It’s a big ask for him to go into a big game like today,” Bowness said of 
Tufte. “Kivi sat a couple games. We wanted to get some speed and some 
energy from him. Riley hasn’t played very much, he’s only played four 
minutes one night, and seven minutes the last. That’s a tough ask to put 
him in those situations. 

There’s been plenty of fallouts in reactions in Dallas and around the 
league. All around it’s just a pretty bad look from Bowness and the Stars. 

Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin entered NHL COVID-19 
protocol after testing positive Friday. That came a few days after the 
Ottawa Senators had to postpone three games after dealing with 10 
players on their protocol list. 

It’s not as bad as it was a year ago, but the NHL is going to have to 
adjust to life playing in a pandemic still. The Kraken have gotten lucky, 
only two players and a coach were in protocol an extended period of 
time, but the Senators are an example of how it can still affect an entire 
season. 

That’s why a comment from Calgary Flames coach Darryl Sutter a day 
before the Senators announced they’d postpone some games was 
especially baffling, if not telling about the NHL mentality around COVID 
still. 

Jost on what almost was 

Avalanche forward Tyson Jost never actually played for Dave Hakstol in 
North Dakota, but the current Kraken coach is who sold him on the idea. 
He recruited the Avalanche star, but left to coach the Flyers before Jost 
had a chance to play for him. 

“North Dakota is a pretty nice spot to play,” said the Avalanche forward. 
“So I liked that but also (Hakstol)’s morals and as a person, all that stuff 
played a part in it. North Dakota is a good spot, and if you want to be in 
the NHL, that’s a place you want to go.” 

Jost was also a pick of the Everett Silvertips in the WHL before 
committing to then-Hakstol’s North Dakota. 

Quebec bound? 

The Kraken and Vegas Golden Knights are the two most recent teams to 
enter the NHL in expansion in the past five years, becoming the 31st and 
32nd franchises in the league. 

That seems like it’s probably enough for now; no league has more than 
32 clubs, and just the NFL has as many as the NHL. But the league still 
has one market on its radar — Quebec. 

Quebec Prime Minister François Legault said on the RDS radio station 
on Thursday evening he’d had conversations with NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman about a team in Quebec. That doesn’t have to be 
expansion; after all, the Arizona Coyotes need somewhere to go after 
this season. 

“You have to look at who is ready to invest. We have an amphitheater in 
Quebec that has already been built. We are in the process of making 
contacts with Mr. Bettman. We are looking at what we need to bring back 
the Nordiques. I think we are capable of having a second team in 
Quebec.” 

Maybe it’s nothing, but Quebec has been pining for a team since the 
Nordiques left to become the Colorado Avalanche in the 1990s. At one 
point during the New York Islanders arena renovations and drama, it 
seemed like they would make a push for them. They were vying for one 
of the recent expansion franchises as well. 

The presence of the Montreal Canadiens doesn’t make it easy to add 
another team in Quebec, either. But the league has revisited past 
markets before; the Winnipeg Jets are on their second version, and 
Atlanta had two cracks at it. 
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Of all the things irking Kraken coach Dave Hakstol after Friday night’s 
debacle against Colorado, fielding a postgame question about whether 
his team might want to “forget about it and move on” appeared to get his 
blood boiling the most. 

“No, you don’t just forget about it and move on,” Hakstol said, his usually 
calm demeanor showing signs of snapping. “You look at it, deal with it 
and then put it aside once that’s been done.” 

As if to further his point, Hakstol promptly canceled a previously 
scheduled Saturday morning practice. So, instead of proceeding with 
their usual day-after routine, the Kraken had an extra 24 hours to 
ruminate over the embarrassment of falling behind 7-0 early in the third 
period before mustering a late flurry of goals in a 7-3 loss to the 
Avalanche. 

And now, five weeks into their debut season, the NHL’s newest team 
faces a crossroads in which they can go one of two directions.  

They can use the wipeout as motivation to prove they really are the 
relentless forechecking, defensive-minded group envisioned by general 
manager Ron Francis and his analytics team. Or, the Kraken can look at 
their 4-12-1 record, resign themselves to being not as good as advertised 
and spend the season playing out the role of a typical NHL expansion 
team. 

But it’s getting late very early for this group, and with four games 
upcoming against top contenders — including Sunday against the 
Washington Capitals — there won’t be much time to sort that direction 
out. The players have been saying the right things as losses mount, but 
the execution then gets derailed. 

And even the best of players knows words only mean so much. The 
Kraken have a unique opportunity to build a local following in a new NHL 
market with the city’s spotlight focused on them and a $1.15 billion 
overhauled arena that’s drawn rave reviews. 

They know, to a man, they are frittering that opportunity away. 

“We’ve seen the rink facilities, everything they’ve put out for us,” said 
Jordan Eberle, the team’s leading scorer. “And we want to do well for the 
city and we want to build a culture here that starts to win. 

“So, when stuff like this happens, especially early on, it’s frustrating. But 
you know, it’s hard to hang your head and there’s really no time. The 
greatest thing about hockey is you lose a game, you get another game in 
two days. Or, a day and a half. So, we’ve got to find a way to get out of 
this. It’s that simple. It’s not going to come from anywhere else. It’s got to 
come from the group.” 

Eberle’s comments were echoed by winger Colin Blackwell, who 
correctly stated that it’s on everybody in the room to up their game.  

“We’ve got to look at each other, look ourselves in the mirror and (ask) 
what we can do better as individuals every single day to kind of build 
ourselves out of this mess,” Blackwell said. 

Blackwell mentioned stronger forechecking to start games, which had 
been lacking in recent contests but actually improved against Colorado. 
The Kraken opened with Blackwell on a line with Yanni Gourde and 
Brandon Tanev, and the home side hemmed the Avalanche in their own 
end early. 

But then a penalty and an Avalanche power-play goal changed 
momentum. As did an ensuing Colorado short-handed goal. 

Blackwell defended the play of goalie Chris Driedger, pulled 5:33 into the 
second period after yielding four goals on 13 shots. Philipp Grubauer, 
who replaced him, wasn’t much better. 

“I’m going to stop you right there,” Blackwell said when inevitable 
postgame goaltending questions began. “It has nothing to do with 
(Grubauer) or (Driedger). They’ve worked their (butt) off every single day 
when they come to the rink. 

“We’re a team, so it’s a unit of five, six. Guys like that, that’s why it’s 
tough to play the position. They always get the lashing by people on the 
outside.” 

But while it’s admirable for Blackwell to defend his goalies, as the team’s 
coach and GM both had after recent games, it’s also fair to point out 
neither netminder has “stolen” any games yet. The Kraken have turned 
the puck over at times and yielded odd-man-rushes, as will any team 
relying on explosive transitional speed at the expense of surrendering 
occasional counterattacks.  

The Kraken have actually done a good job of limiting miscues — 
according to the advanced analytics — but see most of them winding up 
in the back of their net. 

Even Hakstol couldn’t avoid calling Driedger out a bit postgame, saying 
he “had trouble finding his angle” on some goals before his early hook. 
Driedger at times looked every bit like a goalie early in training camp 
trying to nail down basics, which is understandable given his mere two 
starts in 17 games. 

His prior knee injury only cost him two weeks out of five, so at least some 
of that rust is attributable to how Hakstol and Francis have used Driedger 
and possibly overused Grubauer. And so, just like their players, the 
coach and GM probably need to up their games as well in coming weeks. 

“We have to go back and do our job and evaluate it,” Hakstol said of the 
latest defeat. “We have to look at it. We have to find the issues … and 
then we have to move forward with it.” 
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Flyers drop consecutive games for the first time this season with loss to 
Boston Bruins 

Flyers allow 44 shots in loss to the Bruins. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Nov 20, 2021 

 

Give Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort — or any NHL player, for that 
matter — a couple of seconds unencumbered at the top of the slot to pick 
his spot and the puck will find its way into the back of the net. 

That’s exactly what the Flyers did when Forbort scored the eventual go-
ahead goal in the Bruins’ 5-2 victory on Saturday night. Forbort had an 
eternity in hockey time to fire a wrist shot at the net, which struck the 
crossbar and landed behind goalie Martin Jones. While defenseman Nick 
Seeler crouched down in an attempt to block Forbort’s shot, the puck 
went sailing past the right side of Seeler’s turned head. 

“I think there was a breakdown on the left side there,” Seeler said. “It was 
kind of a two-on-two. Had to respect the guys coming hard on us, and 
they hit that late D. Tried to block it — I got to block that. And it was a 
good shot.” 

The Flyers had an opportunity to dig themselves out of a two-goal deficit 
with the Bruins up, 4-2, in the middle of the third period when Brandon 
Carlo was called for a tripping minor. However, the man-advantage was 
quickly nullified when the team was assessed a bench minor for a Claude 
Giroux face-off violation much to the Flyers’ ire. 

“That could have been a huge power play goal for us to come back in the 
game and be tied at the end,” Derick Brassard said. “So that’s why we’re 
kind of upset a little bit. But, it is what it is.” 
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With their shootout loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday and 
their defeat at the hands of the Bruins, the Flyers have dropped back-to-
back games for the first time this season. 

Flyers center Claude Giroux argues a delay of game penalty during a 
third-period faceoff against the Boston Bruins on Saturday, November 
20, 2021 in Philadelphia. 

Shooters shoot, a lot 

The Bruins established dominance early by peppering a whopping 21 
shots on Jones in the first period, while the Flyers managed only eight on 
Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark. Seven of those shots came on two straight 
Bruins power play opportunities after Giroux was called for tripping Carlo 
and Justin Braun tripped David Pastrňák with 12 seconds left in the 
Giroux minor. Despite the Bruins’ best effort, the Flyers held off the 
seventh-ranked power play team in the NHL. 

However, the Bruins’ persistence in getting pucks to the net paid off late 
in the first period when winger Tomas Nosek scored on his backhand by 
lifting the puck over the left shoulder of Jones. Up until that point, the 
Flyers had done a decent job of maintaining the structure of the 
defensive zone and keeping shots to the outside. 

The Flyers did a decent job at keeping the Bruins' shots to the outside at 
5-on-5 in the first period, but the Bruins capitalized on Jones' doorstep 
and are up 1-0 through 20 minutes. 

And, to state the obvious, the fact that the Bruins outshot the Flyers 21-8 
is not great! pic.twitter.com/m8xLnNIYdA 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) November 21, 2021 

The Flyers found more success limiting the Bruins’ chances in the 
second period, holding Boston to 13 shots on goal, but the Bruins made 
the most of their opportunities and scored twice. But by the end of the 
game, the Bruins outshot the Flyers, 44-31. 

Jones tested often 

Coming off a loss to the Dallas Stars in which he allowed four goals, 
Flyers backup goaltender Martin Jones (.931 save percentage and a 2.27 
goals-against average in four games) was given the starting nod in net 
against the Bruins. Boston kept Jones on his toes all night, registering 44 
shots on goal, highlighted by the especially active first period. 

Two of the early goals that Jones let through were products of his 
defensemen’s shortcomings. On the Bruins’ first goal from Nosek, Seeler 
lost the battle on the boards behind the net and Keith Yandle fell down, 
allowing winger Anton Blidh to make an easy pass and leaving Jones 
vulnerable to Nosek in the crease. On Forbort’s goal, his shot from the 
blue line deflected off the blade of Braun and past Jones. 

However, Vigneault was critical of Jones’ positioning on Craig Smith’s 
third-period goal that put the Bruins up, 4-2. 

“I think if Jonesy’s out a couple more feet, it’s a routine save,” Vigneault 
said. “He got caught there a little bit.” 

One of Jones’ most thrilling saves came against Smith in the first period 
when the goalie denied a wraparound by sealing the post off with his 
skate and his stick. 

Martin Jones with a big stop before all mayhem ensues in the goal 
crease. pic.twitter.com/AwifhN3KOc 

— NBC Sports Philadelphia (@NBCSPhilly) November 21, 2021 

Brassard an offensive boost 

With center Kevin Hayes out due to injury, the Flyers called upon veteran 
offseason addition Brassard to fill in once again as second-line center. 
Through the first 12 games of the season on the second line, Brassard 
recorded two goals and five assists for seven points. However, over the 
last two games on a line with left winger Claude Giroux and right winger 

Cam Atkinson, Brassard has seen an explosion in production (two goals, 
two assists). 

“I’m just so excited to play with [Giroux],” Brassard said. “Grew up playing 
against him in junior and I know how good of a player and competitor he 
is. I kind of feed off of his energy. He gets fired up and I love it. He’s a 
big-time player.” 

Brassard’s most impactful night on the score sheet came Saturday night 
with two goals scored on Ullmark. One of those goals came on the power 
play, which has been a point of weakness for the Flyers since the 
conclusion of their season-opening, four-game homestand when they 
went 5-for-11. The play started with a critical keep at the blueline by 
defenseman Ivan Provorov, then ended with a Giroux cross-ice pass and 
a Brassard wrist shot into a wide-open net. With Brassard’s power play 
goal, the Flyers now have a 15.38% conversion rate this season (eight 
goals on 52 opportunities). 

What’s next 

The Flyers travel south to kick off a two-game, back-to-back road trip 
when they take on the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday (7 p.m., NBC 
Sports Philadelphia). It’ll be their second meeting in less than a week 
against the Lightning, who won 4-3 in a shootout over the Flyers on 
Thursday. The following night, the Flyers will pay a visit to the Florida 
Panthers (7 p.m., NBC Sports Philadelphia). 
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Flyers still embracing ‘next-man-up mentality’ with second-line center 
Kevin Hayes absent from morning skate 

Kevin Hayes sitting out tonight's game with an injury. An update is 
expected to come following Saturday night's game. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Nov 20, 2021 

 

When center Kevin Hayes began the season on long-term injured 
reserve while recovering from abdominal surgery, the Flyers were forced 
to embrace the next-man-up mentality starting with their first game 
against the Vancouver Canucks. 

Now, more than a month later, not much has changed for the still-
shorthanded team. 

Hayes was inactive against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday 
despite appearing at morning skate and practicing the day before. He 
made his 2021-22 home debut against the Calgary Flames on Tuesday 
in which he scored his first goal of the season before making a brief exit 
during the second period after getting tangled up with forward Elias 
Lindholm. He returned for the third period. 

The second-line center is expected to be inactive once again with the 
Boston Bruins in town on Saturday night as head coach Alain Vigneault 
said the Flyers will roll with the same lineup as the one that faced the 
Lightning. 

Hayes was the only Flyer not present for morning skate on Saturday. 
Vigneault confirmed that Hayes’ absence is injury-related, however he 
said he wouldn’t be able to share more specific information until 48-72 
hours after Thursday night’s game. The beginning of that timeframe 
would start following the Flyers’ game against the Bruins. 

“He’s a pretty elite player for us,” winger Joel Farabee said of Hayes. “He 
brings a lot, I think, off the ice in terms of just his energy and how he lifts 
guys up and things like that. When he’s not playing, it’s definitely a hole 
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to fill. I think just the story of this year has just been that next-man-up 
mentality.” 

In Hayes’ absence, the Flyers called up forward Max Willman from the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms on an emergency basis prior to their game 
against the Lightning. Willman skated at left wing on the fourth line (two 
shots, minus-one, 9 minutes, 53 seconds of ice time) alongside center 
Nate Thompson and right winger Zack MacEwen. 

Farabee, who first met Willman when he was a freshman at Boston 
University and Willman was a graduate transfer, said he’s confident the 
newcomer is capable of stepping up and contributing to the team. 
Although Willman’s responsibilities on the fourth line are primarily 
defensive, he has proven to be a sound scorer for the Phantoms (seven 
goals, two assists in 12 games). 

“He’s definitely a guy that approaches the game the right way, thinks it 
right and does all the little things off the ice,” Farabee said. “Definitely 
someone I can admire.” 

Although Willman rounds out the Flyers’ lineup as the 12th forward, 
center Derick Brassard will be the one filling in for Hayes on the second 
line. Brassard slipped back into the second-line center role on Thursday 
alongside wingers Claude Giroux and Cam Atkinson after playing on the 
third line against the Flames. He picked up two assists against the 
Lightning, both on Giroux’s two goals, and now has nine points (two 
goals, seven assists) this season. 

The role is familiar to Brassard, who skated for the majority of the first 
month of the season on the second line with Farabee and Atkinson. 

“He’s played in this league a long time, so he knows what he needs to 
do,” Farabee said. “He uses his speed really well. Had a great assist to G 
on that first goal the other night. So he’s been really big for us and he 
wins faceoffs and does all the little things right.” 

A storm is Bruin in Philadelphia 

The Flyers welcome back a familiar foe in the Bruins to the Wells Fargo 
Center after beating them 6-3 at home on Oct. 20. Once again, the Flyers 
must focus on limiting quality opportunities for the Bruins’ top line of 
Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, and David Pastrňák to replicate their 
success last month. 

Through 13 games, the trio has combined for nine goals at five-on-five 
and a 65.52 Corsi For percentage (according to Natural Stat Trick), 
demonstrating their knack for finding the back of the net and controlling 
the puck. 

“They’ve got one of the best lines in hockey,” Vigneault said. “That 
Bergeron line plays offense the right way. They play defense the right 
way. They bring momentum to their team.” 

On Saturday night, goalie Martin Jones will be the Flyers’ last line of 
defense against the Bruins and their dangerous top line. Jones, who has 
a .931 save percentage and a 2.27 goals against average in four games 
this season, denied 37 out of 40 shots the last time he faced the Bruins 
on Oct. 20. 
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Flyers Notebook: Dud of a delay-of-game call kills apparent advantage 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com 

The Delaware County Daily Times 

November 20, 2021 at 11:46 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Not that the Flyers have been anything close to 
power-play stylists in recent weeks, but they were denied a valuable 
man-advantage opportunity in an unusual way late in a 5-2 loss Saturday 
to the Boston Bruins. 

Down, 4-2, with 8:06 to play, the Flyers were ready to enjoy a power play 
after Brandon Carlo had been penalized for tripping Derick Brassard. But 
as Claude Giroux was ready to face-off in the Boston zone against 
Patrice Bergeron, the linesman hesitated to drop the puck, which was 
tipped before it hit the ice. 

Though replays showed that it was Bergeron’s stick that touched the 
puck, the Flyers were whistled for a delay-of-game penalty. That not only 
wiped out the power play, but opened a four-on-four situation, which 
David Pastrnak expertly exploited to for a dagger goal and a 5-2 lead. 

Giroux reacted angrily to the penalty, which was served by Zack 
MacEwen. More than a few other Flyers appeared angry. 

“Now, we’ve calmed down a little bit,” Brassard said afterward. “But if you 
asked me about it 15 minutes ago, I’d probably answer differently. 
There’s a lot of new linesmen around the league. You just have to find a 
way to work with them. 

“Bergeron kind of pushed in on the ref and that puck never touched 
down. G has been around forever, so he knows. That could have been a 
huge power-play goal for us, and then we could have come back at the 
end and tied it. That’s why were kind of upset a little bit. But it is what it 
is.” 

If there was a reasonable explanation for the call, it was not made clear 
to Alain Vigneault. 

“They didn’t give me an explanation,” he said. “They just said we had a 
penalty.” 

With a 14.89 power-play percentage, sixth from the bottom in the NHL, 
the Flyers were 1-for-5 with the advantage Saturday, Brassard scoring 
from Giroux and Ivan Provorov at 9:25 of the second. 

Brassard, who has benefited from centering a line with Giroux and Cam 
Atkinson, scored twice Saturday. 

“I grew up playing against (Giroux) in junior, and I know what kind of 
player and competitor he is,” Brassard said. “I kind of feed off his 
energies. He gets fired up and I love it. He’s a big-time player. 

“It’s been a lot of fun playing with Cam and G.” 

Kevin Hayes, whose lower body was injured in a Thursday loss to Tampa 
Bay, was scratched. 

An abdominal surgery kept Hayes out of the lineup until Nov. 16, and he 
played two games before being re-injured. The Flyers have not linked the 
problem to that surgery. Vigneault expects to have more clarity within the 
next two days. 

“Soon as I know more,” he said, “you’ll be the first to know.” 

His thumb dislocated last week in a victory over Calgary, Patrick Brown is 
facing the possibility of surgery. 

“It’s rehab or surgery, so we’re just debating on both,” Vigneault said. 
“We should know more in the next couple of days.” 

Max Willman picked up many of Hayes’ duties. 

Martin Jones made his fifth start in goal and faced 44 shots, including 21 
in the first period. The problem for the Flyers is that he only stopped 39. 

Jones was particularly ineffective when Craig Smith skated in alone on 
the right wing and beat him with an ordinary shot at 1:28 of the third. 

“He had it on his forehand,” Jones said. “I thought he might try to pull into 
the net, but he took a quick shot, short side, and beat me.” 
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McCaffery: Ristolainen has added ‘edge’ and ‘bite’ and then some to 
Flyers 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com 

The Delaware County Daily Times 

PUBLISHED: November 20, 2021 at 11:01 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
20, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The Flyers endured their shortened 2020-21 season, 
adhering to the protocols, accepting the results and ultimately 
understanding the hockey message. 

Be different. 

Be better. 

Be stronger. 

Be more like Rasmus Ristolainen. 

“He brings edge,” Alain Vigneault said. “He brings bite.” 

Ristolainen brings what the Flyers needed were they to return to what 
was developing as an intriguing 2019-20 season, their first under 
Vigneault. While they were often inconsistent, they were ultimately 
confident, inspired and developing into something special. But that was 
before the one-time-only mini-season last year regularly saw them in odd 
retreat, too seldom playing with necessary passion and too easily shoved 
about an ice rink. 

“I’ve put that season behind,” Vigneault said. “We’ve turned the page.” 

For a coach, that’s a reasonable strategy. But history study is never 
wrong, either, and Vigneault and Chuck Fletcher learned from that 
disaster. They watched, night after night, as the Flyers so failed to protect 
in their own end that it drove promising goaltender Carter Hart into 
confusion and doubt. They watched as that led to indifference at the 
offensive end, yielding ordinary shots. 

So, they changed. They brought in Cam Atkinson, an accurate shooter, 
flipping Jake Voracek to Columbus. They added some experience on the 
wings. And they twice re-committed to Hart, once by extending his 
contract, again by strengthening the defense. That’s where Ristolainen 
has made a difference to a team that entered a game against the Bruins 
Saturday at 8-4-3. 

Eight years into his career yet still only 27, the 6-foot-4, 220-pound 
defensive force had been catching eyes but losing games in Buffalo, 
where rebuilding is eternal. Big, mobile, a little grumpy on ice, alert, 
unselfish, aggressive, he was precisely what the Flyers needed to better 
their defense and their image. So Fletcher stashed Robert Hagg in a 
package with the 13th overall pick in the draft and a 2023 second-round 
selection, sent it to the Sabres, and quietly, surprisingly acquired much of 
what his hockey club was lacking. 

In a 2-1 overtime victory the other night over visiting Calgary, on a night 
the Flyers were honoring their alumni, it was Ristolainen who stayed in 
the offensive zone long enough to strip Noah Hanifin of the puck, take a 
couple of strong strides to his left and back-hand a pass to Kevin Hayes, 
whose goal would force a 1-1 tie. It was the kind of play the Flyers 
needed in that kind of game, particularly on a night when they were 
adding Rick Tocchet and Paul Holmgren to their Hall of Fame. 

“That was a hard game,” Vigneault said. “It was physical. It was chippy. 
Before the game, we talked about making our alumni proud by playing 
the way they did.” 

So instructed, Ristolainen was everyplace, winning real estate along the 
boards, poke-checking, passing, blocking three shots, providing nine hits 
and continuing to help Hart recover from that challenging season. 

“What we thought we were getting, that’s what we’ve seen so far,” 
Vigneault said. “And I see him progressing the right way. He’s not a 
flashy player, but he plays with bite. He’s hard to play against. And for 
our team, that’s good.” 

The Flyers were 1-0-1 on their three-game homestand as the Bruins 
visited Saturday, and were beginning to show a fresh identity. Much of 
that was due to superb goaltending, with Hart and Martin Jones both 
sharp. Atkinson had made a difference. Claude Giroux has rarely been 
better. 

But since sputtering for a few games as he found his way around new 
teammates, Ristolainen has been a regular, game-changing force. And 
with Ryan Ellis doomed to another month-plus of inactivity while a 
hamstring heals, his presence will rise in importance. 

“It’s not just for me personally, but for everyone,” he said. “When you lose 
that kind of guy, everyone needs to step up more.” 

That includes the entire defense, which has functioned well enough to 
revitalize Hart. The pairing of Ristolainen and 6-foot-4 Travis Sanheim 
has been particularly imposing. 

“I feel like every game, every day it is getting better,” Ristolainen said. 
“We get more and more reps, and it has been great. He has been really 
easy to play with.” 

The Flyers will need more than 20 games to convince themselves or 
anyone else that their offseason changes were meaningful or that their 
improvement will be lasting. Critics are entitled to take some reps, too. 
The signs, though, are that the new look is working. 

“Obviously, we’ve had some growth,” Vigneault said. “We’re trying to play 
better without the puck in front of our goaltenders. We’re trying to 
become the solid team that we were in my first year here, when we were 
able to defend and we were able to generate enough attack to score 
enough goals. 

“We’re in the process right now. We are building our identity. Like any 
team, you have to progress during the season or you don’t get in the 
playoffs. I believe we are building and are building the right way right 
now.” 

The Flyers needed to be bigger, tougher and more versatile on defense. 

They needed to become more like Rasmus Ristolainen. 

“He has,” Vigneault said, “fit in real well.” 
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Flyers still looking for offense, drop consecutive games for 1st time 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers lost consecutive games for the first time this season by 
dropping to the Bruins, 5-2, Saturday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Prior to the defeat, Alain Vigneault's club was 6-0-0 in games after a loss.  

The Flyers (8-5-3) went 1-1-1 on their three-game homestand. They 
allowed 21 shots in the first period against Boston and gave up four goals 
over the final two periods. Meanwhile, they have not been able to find 
ways to score consistently. 
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The Bruins (9-5-0) played for the first time since last Sunday and have 
won a season-best three straight. 

• The Flyers are still struggling offensively. They haven't had a true 
breakout game since Oct. 27, when they beat the Oilers, 5-3. They've 
scored 1.80 goals per game over their last 10 outings. 

• With the Flyers trailing 4-2 and on the power play in the third period, 
they were whistled for a delay of game penalty via a faceoff violation. As 
a result, their man advantage turned into 4-on-4 hockey. 

The Bruins capitalized with a David Pastrnak goal and the game was 
sealed. 

The Flyers were incensed by the call as Claude Giroux and Derick 
Brassard were animated in their discussions with the officials. 

"There’s a lot of new linesmen around the league — there’s young guys 
and there's older guys obviously," Brassard said. "We've just got to find a 
way to work with them. He’s probably going to watch it. For us, it was a 
reset because [Patrice] Bergeron kind of pushed [it out of] the hand of the 
ref, so that puck never touched down. 

"It is what it is, hopefully that ref's going learn from it and everyone 
makes mistakes." 

• The Flyers' power play, which was 4 for its last 42, stemmed the tide 
with a game-tying goal in the second period. 

Brassard did the honors. The 34-year-old center netted both of the 
Flyers' markers to erase Boston's 2-0 lead in the middle stanza. 

The Flyers' man advantage finished 1 for 5. 

• Martin Jones faced an onslaught from Boston. The Bruins put 44 shots 
on the 31-year-old goalie. 

Back on Oct. 20, Jones had to stop 37 of 40 shots against Boston in the 
Flyers' 6-3 win. 

Jones was not sharp in the second meeting. He still finished with 39 
saves. 

Boston received two goals from Derek Forbort, giving the 29-year-old 
defenseman a new career high of four. 

Bottom-six forward Craig Smith scored a backbreaking goal 1:28 minutes 
into the third period to cushion the Bruins' advantage to 4-2. Jones 
definitely could have stopped Smith's shot. 

"We were confident going into the third," Vigneault said. "Their second 
shift, they were able to get that goal there on a 1-on-1, bad angle. Jonesy 
made some great saves; that one there, he probably could have back." 

Boston netminder Linus Ullmark made 29 saves. 

• Joel Farabee entered the night with one point (a goal) in the last 12 
games after putting up six points (three goals, three assists) through the 
Flyers' 2-0-1 start. 

"Just try to get back to basics," Farabee said after morning skate. 
"Obviously points aren't coming right now, but just trying to help in any 
way I can, whether it's PK or 5-on-5. Just trying to be good defensively 
and hopefully that will change into good offensively." 

Farabee got involved Saturday night by jumping in the ring with Charlie 
McAvoy during the second period. Farabee took a big shot or two and 
lost the fight, but to his credit, the 21-year-old winger hasn't shied away 
from dropping the gloves. Farabee, who is one of the Flyers' lightest 
players, has fought five times in his career. 
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What we know and don't know on Hayes missing 2nd straight game 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

As they await word on Kevin Hayes, the Flyers will be without him for a 
second straight game. 

The Flyers (8-4-3) finish their three-game homestand Saturday when 
they host the well-rested Bruins (8-5-0). 

Let's get into the essentials for the game: 

When: 7 p.m. ET with Flyers Pregame Live at 6:30 p.m. ET 

Where: Wells Fargo Center 

Broadcast: NBC Sports Philadelphia 

Live stream: NBCSportsPhiladelphia.com and the NBC Sports MyTeams 
app 

• Alain Vigneault did not have an update Saturday morning on Hayes' 
status. 

"Still waiting to hear back," the Flyers' head coach said. "Like I said, 48 to 
72 hours before I know anything else." 

The second-line center was surprisingly absent from the Flyers' 4-3 
shootout loss Thursday night to the Lightning. 

On Tuesday night, in his second game back from an abdominal surgery 
recovery, Hayes had to exit late in the second period. His right leg 
appeared to awkwardly buckle as he became tangled up with the stick of 
Flames forward Elias Lindholm. Hayes limped up the tunnel but was able 
to return for the third period as the Flyers went on to beat Calgary, 2-1, in 
overtime. 

Not good. Kevin Hayes had to go up the tunnel. He awkwardly got 
tangled up. pic.twitter.com/xPPMt9z3fx— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) 
November 17, 2021 

Not only do the non-updates make Hayes' absence mysterious right now, 
but so does the fact that he practiced Wednesday, was on the ice briefly 
for an optional skate Thursday and a mostly unconcerned Vigneault said 
that morning he expected Hayes to play. 

"It's injury related, but again, as soon as I know more, you'll be the first to 
know," Vigneault said Saturday. 

Hayes scored an emotional goal Tuesday. Including the playoffs, the 
Flyers have gone 31-3-2 when Hayes nets a marker. 

"He's a pretty elite player for us," Joel Farabee said. "He brings a lot I 
think off the ice in terms of just his energy, how he lifts guys up and 
things like that. When he's not playing, it's definitely a hole to fill." 

Max Willman, with the Flyers on an emergency loan, will play his second 
straight game. 

"I think the story of this year has kind of been that next-man-up 
mentality," Farabee said. "Willy gets an opportunity, he's a really good 
player in my opinion. He's been playing really well down in Lehigh, too. 
Hopefully he can step up and we know he will." 

In other health matters, fourth-liner Patrick Brown is in the process of 
deciding whether he'll rehab his dislocated thumb or undergo surgery. 

• The Flyers are looking to avoid suffering consecutive losses for the first 
time this season. They're one of three NHL clubs that have yet to lose 
two games in a row, joining the Hurricanes and Oilers. 

However, the Flyers' longest winning streak is two games and they've yet 
to win consecutive games in November. 

The Bruins haven't played since last Sunday and are aiming for what 
would be a season-best three-game winning streak. 
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• Martin Jones is in net for the Flyers. He's off to a strong start at 3-1-0 
with a 2.27 goals-against average and .931 save percentage. 

In his first regular-season game with his new club, Jones made 37 saves 
as the Flyers beat Boston, 6-3, at the Wells Fargo Center on Oct. 20. 

Bruins netminder Linus Ullmark will face the Flyers. He's 3-3-0 on the 
season with a 3.01 goals-against average and .903 save percentage. 

• It's Star Wars night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Fans attending tonight's Flyers-Bruins game will get a Gritty Star Wars-
themed poster. 

(Graphic provided by the Flyers.) pic.twitter.com/7eXG319rrY— Jordan 
Hall (@JHallNBCS) November 20, 2021 

Projected lineup 

Forwards 

Joel Farabee-Sean Couturier-James van Riemsdyk 

Claude Giroux-Derick Brassard-Cam Atkinson 

Oskar Lindblom-Scott Laughton-Travis Konecny 

Max Willman-Nate Thompson-Zack MacEwen 

Defensemen 

Ivan Provorov-Justin Braun 

Travis Sanheim-Rasmus Ristolainen 

Keith Yandle-Nick Seeler 

Goalies 

Martin Jones 

Carter Hart 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs fail in revenge bid: ‘The Pittsburgh Penguins 
were an issue’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 20, 2021, 9:58 PM 

 

TORONTO – T.J. Brodie needed no reminding what happened last time 
the Toronto Maple Leafs ran into the Pittsburgh Penguins. Which was a 
lot like running into a woodchipper. 

Despite dressing a lineup scattered with farm hands and afterthoughts, 
the Penguins thrashed the then-reeling Maple Leafs 7-1 four Saturdays 
ago. 

A wakeup call of the ugliest sort. 

“You never really forget those games,” Brodie said. “We're a different 
team now. Playing a lot better. And we know what we’re capable of.” 

Indeed, they are. 

The Leafs stepped into the rematch boasting top-five rankings 
leaguewide in goals allowed as well as power-play and penalty-kill 
success. They have more home wins than the Wright Sisters and are 
racing for tops in the Atlantic Division. 

“We've come a long way since then,” coach Sheldon Keefe agreed. “As it 
turns out, that's part of our journey to get here. We had to go through 
something like that. But we feel like we're in a better place here now.” 

Saturday, facing a healthier version of the Pens, presented the Leafs an 
opportunity to prove it. To un-barrass themselves. 

Well, Jack Campbell was his usual stellar self, but the Maple Leafs 
deservedly came out on the losing side again. 

Pittsburgh — a .500 club desperate for points — was the more 
determined and opportunistic team in a smart and peppy 2-0 road victory, 
quieting Toronto’s top shooters for the second time this fall. 

“You look at the goals they scored, very similar in nature to what we gave 
up [in Pittsburgh]. Handling their speed through the neutral zone was a 
problem for us there; it was a problem again for us tonight,” Keefe said. “ 

Then they just defend real hard and make it tough on you. We got what 
we deserved in terms of our offence.” 

Matching top lines to start with Sidney Crosby and Auston Matthews at 
centre ice (a Beijing preview?), Pittsburgh picked right up where these 
two clubs left off. 

After Crosby’s winger, Jake Guentzel, drew first blood, Keefe would 
occasionally stray from the strength-on-strength matchup to give his stars 
better looks. 

But Mike Sullivan’s game plan and his players’ execution of it was tack 
sharp. 

Alas, it was the Penguins’ speed that burned Toronto’s shutdown pair, 
Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl, at both ends. Pittsburgh doubled its lead in 
the first frame with a well-executed Jeff Carter strike off the rush. 

Pittsburgh didn’t need a touchdown this time around, locking things down 
enough to take the crowd and the Leafs’ offence from making much 
noise outside of a few clanged crossbars. 

The visitors even killed off a nail-biting, 109-second 5-on-3 power-play for 
Toronto late in the third. 

“Just like we lost to a good team, we lost to a good penalty kill. They 
were just flat-out better than us,” Keefe said. 

“I didn’t think the lines were an issue; the Pittsburgh Penguins were an 
issue. I can’t control that.” 

Goaltender Tristan Jarry was excellent in recording a 26-save shutout, 
but Pittsburgh’s defenders made it treacherous to even reach his crease. 

Remaining Time -1:28 

Jarry credits Penguins strong defensive effort against Maple Leafs 

“They just play a hard and fast game,” Keefe said. “If you don’t match 
that, they can make you look real bad.” 

The Maple Leafs hopped a charter to New York after the loss and will 
have an immediate chance to right their wrongs in the Islanders’ brand-
new home, UBS Arena, Sunday night. 

“This game’s over with,” Mitch Marner said. “Can’t dwell on this too long, 
or else it’s going to go into tomorrow night’s game.” 

Rookie call-up Joseph Woll will be given his second-ever start in net as 
both teams battle through the sleepy half of a back-to-back. 

“We do have a tough road trip ahead,” Keefe warned. “So, this one here 
certainly gets everybody's attention.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Saturday marked the two-year anniversary of Keefe’s hiring as Maple 
Leafs head coach. The NHL’s youngest active bench boss (74-35-13) 
considered what the job means to him: 
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“It's a privilege to coach the Leafs. I feel good coming here and working 
every day knowing how passionate people are and how much people 
care about what you're doing. I've had that at various levels, and it's 
relative. This is on a whole other planet. 

“I enjoy the challenge of it. Enjoy working every day to figure out how we 
can make our team better and how we can get to the highest level that 
matters the most. In these regular seasons, the pace of the schedule is 
just tough. It comes fast. But it's all part of the journey that you've come 
to love and appreciate.” 

• No video tribute for Kasperi Kapanen in his return to Toronto. 

“In my experience coaching players when they come back to a city where 
they played in the past, there's always a certain added emotion to it. 
Kappy will be no different,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said this 
morning. 

“Kappy’s a real good kid. He's hard on himself, so we try to help him 
manage his emotions through some of the ebbs and flows of the season. 
But he's been a very good player for us.” 

• Leafs backup Petr Mrazek skated Saturday morning for the first time 
since reaggravating his groin in late October. Sounds like he’s still at 
least a week away. (Injured goalie prospect Ian Scott’s return to the 
Marlies, however, is imminent.) 

• Penguins president Brian Burke: “We’re never going to be the same 
team until we get Geno Malkin back.” 

• How ’bout this Josh Ho-Sang kid? 

Signed to an AHL-only contract, Ho-Sang leads the Marlies in goals 
(eight), points (12), game-winners (three), and shootout goals (2/2). 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Brian Burke on ‘frustrated’ Crosby, 'barking' 
Phaneuf, Bob Murray 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 20, 2021, 10:32 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. I was posterized by Connor 
McDavid while writing this week's blog. 

1. With the Pittsburgh Penguins in town, I had a chance to catch up with 
their president, Brian Burke, for a rapid-fire Q&A on a number of topics. 
Let’s go. 

SPORTSNET.CA How did the Kyle Beach case change how you view 
hockey culture, if at all? 

BRIAN BURKE: We were all surprised by it, obviously. And I think the 
league acted very swiftly and harshly, and hopefully we can move on 
from this while maintaining the lessons that we learned here. We've got 
to provide resources for people when that situation occurs. We'd like to 
get to zero occurrences, but in the meantime we have to find ways to 
capture these incidents and deal with them. So, I think the league dealt 
with it properly, and I wish everyone involved the best. But it's just 
unfortunate. I can't think of another word for it. Sad, unfortunate. 

How surprised were you about the Bob Murray investigation in Anaheim, 
considering you know him so well? 

Well, I love Bob Murray. He's been a brother to me. I was the first guy he 
hired when he got fired in Chicago, and I took him to Anaheim with me. 

Won a Cup with him. I love the guy. Obviously a lot of pressure in that 
job. It looks like it might’ve been too much, and we're wishing nothing but 
the best for Bob. 

Have you spoken to him since the resignation? 

Yep. He sounded really good. I think he's figured out what he wants to do 
next, and he sounded really good to me. 

You’re such a big Olympic proponent. When you watch the Senators 
postpone games due to COVID, how in jeopardy is the NHL’s 
participation in Beijing? 

I'm amazed we haven't had cancellations before. I really am. I think if you 
go back to when the pandemic started, the NHL’s response has been 
extraordinary — pushing the season back, completing the season, 
awarding the Cup. But I'm amazed we haven't lost more games to this 
point. I thought we'd lose something the other night when they got to 
what 10 COVID cases plus the [assistant] coach, Jack Capuano. I'm 
amazed that we haven't had more, but I don't think it puts the season in 
jeopardy at all. It's still one team with that many cases. I think the highest 
other than that was [San Jose with] seven. And teams can deal with that. 
If we have to, move to a taxi squad. There's a lot of things that would 
have to happen before we'd look at postponing the Olympics or 
postponing the season. 

Let’s talk about your team. How have your Penguins handled not having 
Evgeni Malkin at all and only recently getting Sidney Crosby back? 

Well, it's much more than that. Like, we were missing five of our top six 
players for a lot of the season at the start the year — first injury, then to 
COVID. So, when you have three of your top six defenceman out for 10 
days…. And with all due respect to our other 20 players, Sidney Crosby 
is kind of a big name to take out of the lineup. Brian Dumoulin, Evgeni 
Malklin, Kris Letang, Bryan Rust — we've lost guys that are really 
important players on our team. I think it's a testament to our players that 
we’re at .500 given the schedule we've faced. And I think our players 
have worked hard and stuck to the game plan, so I'm proud of the way 
they've played. We've got to get back to our winning ways. 

What's your sense of how frustrated Sid is? I mean, I'm sure you saw the 
clip of him throwing Martin Fehervary to the ice. 

I think he's handled it a lot. Did I see some frustration there? Yeah. Do I 
hear it in his voice when I to talk to him? Yeah. I think he is a little 
frustrated. We all are. But that's not a bad thing, either. We gotta get 
back on track here. 

Who’s surprised you? Which Penguin did you not know much about 
going in but has left an impression? 

The two new guys have been important for us, Brock McGinn and 
Danton Heinen. They're two guys who came in under the radar. Really 
good players in our view but have contributed. They've been even better 
than we thought. Everyone's just pulling on the rope. We're getting 
contributions from a lot of different players, and like I say, it's a miracle 
we’re at .500. 

What’s your strategy was so many pending UFAs on the roster? Letang, 
Malkin, Rust, Jeff Carter — that’s a lot. 

We'll talk about those players when it's appropriate. We began 
discussions with a couple of them, and we generally do that internally. 
So, I don't expect to answer that question directly in an interview, but 
certainly at some point we'll have talks with all the players involved and 
see where we go. 

2. Dion Phaneuf was feted for his retirement shortly after I spoke with 
Burke, so I went back to the man who brought him to the Maple Leafs 
and put a “C” on his chest for his thoughts. 

“I don’t think a player with a career like that should be overlooked when 
he retires. It’s worth a healthy discussion of Dion—what he was as a 
player, what he was as a captain here in Toronto. I loved having him,” 
Burke says. 
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“Very vocal. Great leadership skills. Solid player that could contribute 
offensively but throw the big hit. I loved having him. It’s a sad day for 
me.” 

Your favourite Phaneuf story? 

“My first year there, I was giving these two people from a charity a tour of 
the dressing room after the game. So, I take them down by the change 
room, and Dion comes out of the weight room all sweaty. He’d just 
finished his workout. I’m with these two civilians, these two charity guys 
in their 50s, my age. Mild-mannered guys. 

“As Dion walks by, I say: ‘Dion, I’d like you to meet these two guys.’ And 
Dion says, ‘We gotta get f-----’ bigger!’ He yells at me with these guys two 
feet away and keeps going. 

“And the charity guy says, ‘Does he always talk to you like that?’ 

“I said, ‘Yeah, Dion does.’ 

“That’s Dion. He’s so intense. Just finished working out and barked at the 
GM. I love him.” 

3. No Maple Leaf has more points (16), game-winning goals (four), shots 
(65) or steals than William Nylander. 

He’s also killing penalties for the first time in his career, is averaging 
more than a steal per game, and has become a more vocal leader with 
his teammates. 

Yet Sheldon Keefe doesn’t want Nylander (or the Nylanderthals) to get 
carried away. 

The coach insists we still haven’t seen Peak Willy. 

“I think Will has another level to get to. His production is great — really 
good, right where we want it to be, and he is producing a lot of chances 
— but there are still other areas of his game we would like to see him be 
better in,” Keefe says. 

“Is this the best I have seen him? No, it is not." 

Where can he grow? 

"Being more consistent," Keefe says. "He can control the game when he 
gets the puck and is moving his feet. When he is in control, he is as good 
as anybody in the league. He is capable of doing that all of the time is 
what I believe. 

“I think he can get even better. I am not satisfied. I hope, and I know, Will 
is not. I know he has great expectations of himself. As long as I have 
been here as the coach, whenever I talk to Will, he has regarded himself 
as one of the top players in the league. I am going to continue to push 
him to get there." 

4. What Nylander went through in 2018-19, Elias Pettersson is enduring 
now. 

Skip a training camp, and you may always feel a step behind. 

Don’t believe it? Well, even the model of hard work, Sidney Crosby, is 
attesting to the value of attendance on Day One. 

The star believes his conditioning is slow to catch up because wrist 
surgery kept him out of camp. 

“It’s still going to take time. This is a new scenario for me. I’ve come back 
from injuries but never have missed a camp,” Crosby told reporters this 
week. “And going through stuff with the virus, it’s hard to be patient.” 

Letang empathizes with his teammate: “He didn’t have a pre-season. No 
training camp. Then he gets hit with COVID. Just COVID itself … when 
it’s 10 days at home doing nothing, even if you ride the bike, it’s nothing 
like being on the ice. It’s a different kind of conditioning.” 

5. A broken finger for the durable Darnell Nurse has Oilers Nation hyped 
for a look-see at defence prospect Philip Broberg. 

The six-foot-three, 199-pound left shot has flashed some playmaking flair 
in Bakersfield, putting up 10 assists in his first 13 North American pro 
games. 

GM Ken Holland loves his prospects overripe, and the 20-year-old is not 
that. 

The minutes-munching Nurse is no small loss, but at least the 
organization (and its fans) will get a gauge of how far (or close) Broberg 
is to becoming an NHLer. 

6. Slap an eyeballs emoji on this one. 

Unrestricted free agent Tuukka Rask is already working out at the Boston 
Bruins practice facility as he rehabs from hip surgery. 

Boston ranks 24th leaguewide in save percentage (.899). 

Rask is a career .921. 

Just sayin’. 

7. There’s a sense of inevitability we’ll see logos on Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Toronto Blue Jays jerseys. 

“The rap comes from the Images we see from Europe—18 different logos 
plastered on the jersey. The NBA and NHL are being very intentional in 
how they go about it, and I believe MLB is on a similar track. There’s a 
way to do it tastefully,” says Jordan Vader, Maple Leaf Sports & 
Entertainment’s SVP of global partnerships. 

Vadar was speaking on a panel at the PrimeTime Sports Management 
Conference alongside Mark Ditmars, the Blue Jays’ VP of corporate 
partnerships. 

Both execs believe that adding a corporate badge to a jersey is about 
selecting the right sponsor, one that aligns with the club’s values and 
gives back to the community. Vadar used the BMO–Toronto FC 
partnership as a good example. 

“It’s coming, for sure,” Ditmars says. “This is valuable real estate.” 

Logos on MLB jersey is a discussion point in baseball’s upcoming CBA, 
and Ditmars says there will be plenty of competition to get on the Jays’ 
kit. 

He’s looking at “blue-chip, Tier 1 brands” only and wants a long-term 
commitment from a single sponsor. It won’t be a case of seeing one 
brand on Vladimir Guerrero chest in 2022, and a different one in 2023. 

A conference attendee asked Ditmars how his sales are tied to the Blue 
Jays’ ability to re-sign Marcus Semien and Robbie Ray. 

“We have revenue objectives from my department,” Ditmars replied. “And 
we want to be a top-five corporate-revenue-generating team in the 
league. We’re just about there. If that happens, we’ll be able to put a 
competitive product on the field.” 

8. If you were wondering if John Tavares got chirped for his Lululemon 
Olympic fashion shoot, wonder no more. 

"I got some good ribbing in the room. I just got asked, being a former 
Olympian. And then obviously, hopefully having a chance this time 
around, I thought it was a cool opportunity, and I said, why not?" Tavares 
explains. "It's not my forte, I would say. Keep my day job, that's for sure." 

"We gave him the gears a little bit for it," Wayne Simmonds smiled. "We 
got pictures all over the team chat so it's pretty hilarious, but he looked 
good. A little bit of a different style for Johnny, but he rocked it well." 

Chimed Alexander Kerfoot: "I don't know if it's my style choice, but it's 
working for him," 

The GIF that keeps on giving: 

9. Surely they don’t want to rush the responsibility again, but there is a 
growing sense in Buffalo that Dylan Cozens, 20, has the character 
befitting a future captain. 
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“The young talent within our organization is extremely exciting. You can 
see the potential, and it excites me every day,” says coach Don Granato. 
“It’s going to be a process.” 

There’s much to knock in Buffalo these days, but Granato’s approach 
and temperament ain’t one. 

The early reviews are positive. Patient yet demanding. 

It feels — much like Jeff Blashill in Detroit – he’s the right man for the 
turnaround. 

As the seventh bench boss in eight years, a stable hand holding the 
whistle would serve the organization well. 

10. Due to pandemic protocol, Leafs reporters aren’t allowed in their 
dressing room. At home, players are brought to a podium in the 
Scotiabank Arena media room. On the road? We end up in all sorts of 
odd, makeshift locales. 

Visiting KeyBank Center last Saturday, the Leafs conducted pre- and 
post-game interviews inside the Buffalo Bandits lacrosse dressing room. 

So there was John Tavares sitting under a wall painted with uncle John 
Tavares’s name painted on the wall (top left). 

“First off, I like this media room. Good vibes for me in here,” the younger 
Tavares smiled after a win. 

“I remember being in the old locker room, being in there countless times 
as a ball boy.” 

11. The worst team in NHL history is the 1974-75 expansion Washington 
Capitals, who finished with a grand total of 21 points and a minus-265 
goal differential. (This was before the “loser” point and when the 
schedule only had 80 games.) 

The supertanker 2021-22 Arizona Coyotes (2-13-2) are on pace for 24 
points and a minus-178 goal differential. 

Thing is, the Coyotes could actually dress a worse product once they 
start selling. 

Arizona has 18(!) players on expiring contracts, headlined by Phil Kessel. 

Prepare to see a ton of GM Bill Armstrong’s face at the 2022 draft. He 
already holds eight(!) picks in the first two rounds. 

12. So refreshing to be mingling at the Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
again. My inner nine-year-old will always get a thrill out of seeing Jari 
Kurri and Mark Messier. 

Seldom have I seen an inductee soak up the moment the way Jarome 
Iginla did Monday night. 

Following the televised ceremony, he hung around the reception until the 
lights came on, taking selfies and chatting with anyone who approached. 

This was no show. A genuine sense of joy and appreciation was 
palpable. 
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TSN.CA / You never really forget those games': Leafs seek revenge 
against Pens 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Pittsburgh Penguins (optional) skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Saturday.  

The injury-ravaged Penguins embarrassed the Leafs 7-1 on Oct. 23. Will 
that serve as motivation heading into tonight's rematch?  

"Yeah, definitely," defenceman T.J. Brodie said. "You never really forget 
those games. We're a different team now." 

The pounding in Pittsburgh was the most lopsided loss in the Sheldon 
Keefe era.  

"We don't want to live in the past," the Leafs coach said. "We've come a 
long way since then and, as it turns out, that's part of our journey to get 
here. We had to go through something like that. We're in a better place 
now and, with a lot of their best people back in the lineup, it's an 
opportunity for us to show that." 

The Leafs have won 10 of 12 games since that humbling night in 
Pittsburgh.   

"They're certainly playing extremely well," said Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan. "Their commitment to play away from the puck is very 
noticeable in watching some of their more recent games." 

Pittsburgh is 3-6-2 since thrashing Toronto but, as Keefe noted, they are 
mostly healthy now and captain Sidney Crosby is quickly getting up to 
speed after time on the COVID list.  

"You're talking about one of probably the best players in history," said 
Leafs captain John Tavares. "Probably the best player of this generation. 
As accomplished as anybody and as driven as anybody. One of the 
hardest match-ups to have and I've had some good battles with him over 
the years."  

Crosby will play his fifth game of the season on Saturday. He scored his 
first goal and posted a season-high three shots in a blow-out win in 
Montreal on Thursday.  

"He's strong on the puck," said Brodie. "He's good at protecting it so just 
try to keep good body position between him and the net and try and get a 
stick in there to pop it free. You just got to be smart. You can't force it. 
He's waiting for you to bite on one side and he's going to try and spin off 
you so it's just a matter of being patient, but taking away time and space 
at the same time." 

Saturday marks Keefe's two-year anniversary as Toronto's head coach. 
What does he enjoy most about the job? 

"It's a privilege to coach the Leafs," he said. "I mean, that's really it: 
coming here every day, working every day and knowing how passionate 
people are and how much people care about what you're doing. I've had 
that at various levels and it's relative of course. This is on a whole other 
planet. It's been great. I enjoy it every day. I enjoy the challenge of it. I 
enjoy working every day to figure out how we can make our team better 
and how we can compete at the highest level when it matters the most." 

Although playoff success remains elusive, Keefe has posted an 
impressive record (74-34-13) with the Leafs. Toronto ranks sixth overall 
in points percentage (.665) since Nov. 20, 2019.  

"He's got such a good feel for the game," Tavares said. "His ability to 
articulate the game and the way he wants us to play, or when we're 
preparing for an opponent, is as good as I've seen in terms of, as a 
player, just understanding the messaging and getting a sense of what we 
want to do and how we want to go about it."  

Tavares says Keefe has grown "a lot" in his two years at the helm.  

"He understands our group, especially the guys who have been here for 
a few years, and continues to push us and [knows] where to push us," 
the 31-year-old centre said. "He's been great for my game, personally, 
you know, [dealing with] the ebbs and flows you go through and how you 
can continue to get better."   

"You just have a history here now with guys," Keefe said. "You've built a 
foundation both in your relationship and in how you've coached them and 
things you've discussed so you can add layers to that or just reinforce 
things that they know." 
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After a slow start, Keefe has the Leafs playing an impressive brand of 
hockey. The team has won 10 of 11 games, but the hot streak hasn't 
been fuelled by an explosive offensive attack. Instead, Toronto has been 
able to win some tight, low-scoring games including against the New 
York Rangers and Nashville Predators this week.  

"It's a mindset," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "Once you get it in your 
mind that you're going to play a certain way and you're just not going to 
give up chances against the rest kind of follows. The work ethic has 
always been there. The real desire to win has always been there, but it's 
a mental hurdle and a mindset that we're starting to establish."  

It's been a point of emphasis behind the scenes.  

"Lately, it's been talked about and that's important," Rielly revealed. "I 
don't think it's been a strong suit of ours in the past so it's good to have 
open discussion and talk about it and make sure guys realize the 
importance. When it comes to scoring and guys breaking out and stuff, 
that's something that's more unsaid. You don't really stress about that 
type of stuff, because it's more of a bound-to-happen thing, but in terms 
of locking it down in the third, playing with the lead, being good 
defensively, I think its good for our group to discuss those things openly." 

Since the hot streak started on Oct. 25, the Leafs lead the league in 
goals against per game (1.82).  

"We are far more connected in terms of the relationship between the 
forwards and the defencemen and how they are playing together," Keefe 
observed. "Our players are comfortable on the defensive side of the puck 
and aren't forcing things on the offensive side. A lot of guys, early in the 
season, are trying to jumpstart their season offensively and are looking to 
get going. That tends to change your mindset a little bit."  

The Leafs rank ninth in goals per game (3.18) during this 11-game surge 
in the standings. They are 23rd overall this season.  

Jack Campbell starts for the Leafs on Saturday as he continues his 
underdog campaign to make the United States Olympic team.  

"He's had a very good start," said Sullivan, who will coach Team USA in 
Beijing. "We're well aware that Jack's had a really strong start for the 
Leafs."    

America is deep in net with Winnipeg's Connor Hellebuyck and 
Anaheim's John Gibson leading the way. Rising Florida star Spencer 
Knight and Vancouver's Thatcher Demko are also in the mix. Olympian 
Jonathan Quick is also off to a strong start with Los Angeles. But it is 
Campbell, who leads the way in games played (15), save percentage 
(.944) and goals-against average (1.63).  

"He's been phenomenal," said Rielly. "He's just stopping everything so 
you just want to leave him alone. He's like a starting pitcher. You just let 
him do his thing." 

Campbell is quick to highlight the role of goalie coach Steve Briere in his 
success. 

"I just really enjoy working with him whether it's about the goaltending 
aspect or just helping me have fun and relax," the 29-year-old said. "He's 
the best I could ask for." 

Campbell is hesitant to give away too many details about his process and 
was tight-lipped when asked how Briere helps him have fun and relax.  

"We just laugh and smile," the Michigan native said with a big grin. "It's 
great." 

What leads to those laughs and smiles?  

"Jokes," Campbell said ... with a laugh.  

    Steve Briere’s pre-skate routine: firing a puck off the crossbar from the 
defensive blue line 

    Not an easy task today … Leafs goalie coach blames assistant 
equipment manager Tom Blatchford for making him feel some extra 
pressure pic.twitter.com/qEQdD6nwfe 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 20, 2021 

Auston Matthews was among the first three players named to the 
American Olympic team.  

"He's a generational talent," noted Sullivan. "He's a very elite player. I'm 
excited to have the opportunity to work with him and get to know him on 
a personal [level]."  

The pair met for the first time following Toronto's blowout loss in 
Pittsburgh.  

"I had an opportunity to talk to him for five minutes or so after the game," 
Sullivan revealed, "which was really my first conversation with Auston. It 
wasn't the greatest circumstances, but I really appreciated that he would 
take the time to have a short conversation."  

Petr Mrazek hit the ice on Saturday ahead of the main Leafs skate. He's 
out until early December after aggravating a previous groin injury.  

"Today was Petr's first day back on the ice so he's making progress, but 
it's going to take some time before he's back," said Keefe. 

    Petr Mrazek back on the ice as he works his way back from a groin 
injury @TSN_Edge pic.twitter.com/i9MpdOuSb2 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 20, 2021 

The Leafs plan to give Joseph Woll his second career NHL start on 
Sunday against the Islanders. Woll allowed four goals on 27 shots while 
winning his debut last Saturday in Buffalo.  

"You never want to judge too much either way off one game," said Keefe. 
That experience, we think, will help him going forward. We went back 
and looked at his game, specifically, and the goals that went in ... there's 
a couple there that we really hung him out to dry. We also looked at 
some of the saves he made and he looked really confident, in the right 
spots, looked big in the net and not giving up a lot. So, that helped our 
confidence in him." 

Brodie is impressing teammates with his ability to defend odd-man 
rushes using a slide-and-swing move.  

"His timing is just exceptional," raved Tavares, "and his footwork, his 
ability to disguise it too, is a big part of it. Very surprising and kind of can 
come out of nowhere. Obviously, it's brought him a lot of success in his 
career with his ability to read the play and understand how to defend 
those scenarios." 

    this TJ Brodie special#LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/CaQnLiq2uw 

    — Willy Spezzlander   (@skillguyguy) November 13, 2021 

"Timing's the biggest thing," Brodie said. "Trying to take away the pass 
and leave him with only that one option ... you just want to try and force 
him to raise the puck and give the goalie a chance, if he does get it over, 
to get over and make the save."  

How long did it take the 31-year-old from Chatham, Ont. to refine the 
technique?  

"A while," Brodie said. "I can't remember when we started sliding on two-
on-ones, but it definitely took a good part of a year to just get the timing 
down and to just know you're in the lane and taking away the pass."  

Lines at Leafs morning skate:  

Ritchie - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Kase  

Bunting - Spezza - Simmonds  
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Semyonov  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Dermott  

Campbell starts   

Woll  

Power play units at Leafs morning skate:  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle: Nylander  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Engvall, Spezza  

Middle: Bunting  

Net front: Ritchie 
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