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It’s getting real for the Islanders, figuring out the Stars and remembering the Bruins 

By Sean McIndoe 

One thing you may have noticed about the first month of 
these rankings is that there’s been very little mention of the 
New York Islanders. That was intentional, and not just 
because their fans are notoriously mean to me. It’s because 
I’m not really sure that the first month of their season counts. 

I mean, it counts in the sense that it goes into the books the 
same as any other stretch of the regular season. But 
remember, we’re in the long-term business here, trying to 
separate the eventual Cup contenders from the rest of the 
league. And I’m not sure how much useful information we 
can really pull from a team that doesn’t get to play a home 
game until late-November. Road trips are part of life in the 
NHL, but 13 games? Bouncing from Florida to Vegas to 
Montreal to Winnipeg and back to Florida over five weeks, all 
while every other team is enjoying the occasional home-
cooked meal and home-ice crowd? What do we want to do 
with that? 

Not much, I’m guessing, if you’re an Islanders fan. The road 
trip was not good, producing just five wins in 13 games. That 
includes a trip-closing four-game losing streak during which 
the Islanders just looked gassed, outscored 19-4 and looking 
nothing like the good team they were expected to be. 

And they were expected to be good. After years of being 
penciled in as merely mid-tier contenders by all the smart 
people and then outperforming expectations, this was the 
year when it seemed like everyone caught up. Some pundits 
were picking them to win the Cup. Even Dom’s model finally 
liked them. And after all that, they end up dead last in the 
Metro. Except that it doesn’t count. Not until they get to play 
some home games in their shiny new rink. 

That moment arrived over the weekend, as we finally got our 
first look at UBS Arena. And the early returns were… well, 
still not good. The building itself is getting rave reviews, and 
lord knows that nobody deserves the stability of a decent 
arena more than long-suffering Islanders fans. But the team 
didn’t look all that much better in the big debut, dropping a 5-
2 loss the Flames. 

Even the first Islanders’ goal in their new home was a weird 
one. I’m pretty sure that must be the first rink to ever be 
christened by a Horn of Doom goal. 

Game two was another dud, as the Maple Leafs came to 
town and shut the Islanders down with their fourth-string 
goaltender. At least John Tavares didn’t score. Glass half 
full, and all that. 

So where does that leave us? Mostly with a team that I still 
think is good, but has some serious ground to make up. 
They’re beat up right now, and managing several COVID-
related absences, so they’re nowhere near full power. 
They’re seven points back of a playoff spot, but that’s 

misleading because they’ve got multiple games in hand on 
several teams ahead of them. Factor those in, plus the fact 
that they’ll be playing almost 60% of their remaining 
schedule at home, and it’s doable. But they need to start 
banking some wins, especially with the rest of the Metro 
looking deeper than we thought. 

I say they do it. That’s probably bad news for Islanders fans, 
since I’ve been wrong about this team for pretty much four 
years straight. 

On to yet another Islanders-less edition of the top and 
bottom five… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts 

I don’t do a lot of uniform talk around these parts because I 
generally don’t care but yeah, there are terrible. 

I did enjoy all the variations on this joke, though. 

5. Edmonton Oilers (13-4-0, +16 true goals differential*) — 
The Leon Draisaitl numbers are just getting silly. We’re 17 
games in, and he’s still scoring more than a goal-per-game 
and over two points-per-game. He’s already had two four-
point games, and six more with three. And he’s the second-
best player on the team. I know we’re going to go full tackle 
football once the playoffs start, but this team should scare 
you. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (10-4-3, +2) — They split the 
weekend, with a shootout win over the Wild serving as a nice 
bounce-back after a loss to the Devils. Last night’s game 
was also a nice chance to go “Oh yeah, Brian Elliott is on this 
team now”, which is always fun. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (8-5-1, +9) — They extended their 
win streak to four with road wins over the Canucks and 
Kraken which sure, that barely counts. Still, they’ve scored 
24 goals over the course of the streak, and are finally starting 
to look like the team we all expected. And remember, it’s 
happening without Nathan MacKinnon, so the long-term 
outlook we focus on around here is strong. 

Also extended: Jared Bednar, who gets another two years 
added to his expiring deal. 

2. Florida Panthers (13-2-3, +26) — They’re back on track 
after last week’s losing streak, winning three straight 
including Saturday’s 5-4 decision over the Wild. It’s just in 
time, with the Lightning and Leafs making a push for top spot 
in the division earlier in the week. For now, the Atlantic 
remains Panthers’ property. (In case you’re wondering, the 
Panthers don’t play the Lightning again until the end of 
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December, and somehow don’t play the Leafs at all until the 
end of March.) 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (14-2-0, +24) — Another week of 
wins, and another easy call for the top spot. Saturday’s 5-4 
win over the Kings was the sort of game that coaches hate 
and fans love, so hopefully you enjoyed it while you could. 
The road trip continues this week with stops in San Jose, 
Seattle and Philadelphia before they come home for a 
Sunday night showdown with Washington that could see the 
Caps finally kick down the door to the top five. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Boston Bruins — Oh right, these guys. 

Admit it, you occasionally forget that the Bruins are 
contenders, right? It’s not because they’re not good — they 
are, we think. They just aren’t good very often, because they 
barely play. Their two games this weekend finally pushed 
them to the 15-game mark, one most teams crossed a week 
ago or more. Heading into action on Saturday, they were a 
half-dozen games back of multiple teams in their division. 

That meant that if all you did was glance at the standings, 
they barely looked like a middle-of-the-pack team. Chalk up 
another one for the “sort by points percentage” crowd, I 
guess, but it’s still weird to see a team get almost a full week 
off for the second time this year. The weekend was just their 
second set of back-to-back games of the year. Some early 
rest isn’t the worst thing in the world, but it means less down 
the stretch, and we’ll see if that ends up mattering. 

For now, we’ve actually got a few Bruins games to talk about 
for a change. They beat the Flyers on Saturday, which was 
their third straight win by identical 5-2 scores. Then they got 
smoked by the Flames, shut out 4-0 by former Bruin backup 
Dan Vladar. I guess we split the difference and call the 
weekend a wash, although that’s a tough way to end a 
winning streak. 

Add it all up, and it’s probably fair to say that the Bruins have 
been about as advertised. The first line is quite possibly the 
best in the league, the secondary scoring has been solid, 
they miss David Krejci, the blueline after Charlie McAvoy 
makes you wonder some nights, and Bruce Cassidy is good 
at his job. The big question mark has been in the net, where 
the early returns on Linus Ullmark have been mixed and it 
seems clear that, whether their fans want to admit it or not, 
this team misses Tuukka Rask. We don’t know yet if he’ll be 
back, and maybe Ullmark sorts it out by the time that’s even 
worth thinking about. For now, goaltending is a question 
mark on an otherwise solid team. 

How solid? We’ll find out as the schedule starts to fill up, 
which it will a bit over the next two weeks. They play every 
second night for six games starting Wednesday, with a 
western trip to follow after that. That six-pack will include 
their first meeting with the Lightning on December 4, which 
will be a good benchmark. Once that stretch is done, we’ll 
have a better idea of who these guys are. Just remember to 
sort by points percentage before you draw any conclusions. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Hey NHL teams, can I have a word with a few of you? 
Because I need you to smarten up. 

One of the better stories of the first month was the way that a 
lot of you teams that weren’t supposed to be all that good 
suddenly were. Nobody was going crazy and calling you 
contenders, but you were holding your own and maybe even 
looking like you could be in the playoff mix. It was cool. 
Everyone was with you. And it meant that we got to have a 
bottom five without regular mainstays like Buffalo and Detroit 
for the first time in years. 

But now… yeah, it’s not going great. San Jose, you guys 
have lost four of five, all by three goals or more, to drop back 
down to fake .500. Detroit, you’ve lost four straight, including 
one to the Coyotes. Los Angeles, same with you. And 
Buffalo, well, you guys are giving up last-second goals and 
making people write stuff like this. 

Please stop. We all need some feel-good stories these days. 
“The bad teams are actually good” was a nice one. Please 
don’t make me put any of you back in the bottom five. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (6-11-2, -16) — It came down to the 
Hawks and Canucks for the five-spot, and they were kind 
enough to play each other last night. (Checks result.) Yep, 
it’s all yours, Vancouver. And sure, the Canucks were the 
better team for most of the first two periods, even dominating 
a few stretches. It’s still a shutout loss on home ice to a bad 
team, so here we are. 

4. Montreal Canadiens (5-13-2, -26) — They snapped a four-
game losing streak on Saturday with a 6-3 win over Matt 
Duchene. That’s progress, I guess, at least compared to that 
debacle against the Penguins, although it’s not a great sign 
that Marc Bergevin is already doing interviews about how he 
definitely isn’t trying to lose. Speaking of Bergevin, be sure to 
check out Pierre’s conversation with him on the season, the 
Hawks scandal, his contract, and more. 

They did fix their music problem though, so again, progress. 

3. Seattle Kraken (5-12-1, -16) — The losing streak is over at 
six, and maybe that buys them some more time before 
where we start to worry about this team. Not in terms of this 
season, since expectations should have always been 
middling. But if the team is bad now, what’s the path to 
getting better any time soon? They’ve had one draft, so it’s 
not like the prospect pipeline is stacked. Ron Francis didn’t 
stockpile any picks around the expansion draft the way we all 
thought he would. They’ll have a few attractive pieces at the 
deadline, but only a few. So if this is who they are this 
season, where’s the optimism for next year and beyond? 

If you’re a Kraken fan, the best answer might be that the 
question is moot because this isn’t who they are, and that 
they’re actually a decent team being let down by goaltending 
gone cold. They just beat the Capitals, everyone slumps at 
some point, and once this team can get a save or two, they’ll 
be OK. Maybe not more than that, but the path from OK to 
good isn’t as long as the one from wherever they seem to be 
right now. 
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2. Ottawa Senators (4-10-1, -16) — Not much to say for the 
Senators, because they didn’t play because COVID wiped 
out the week’s schedule after several games of being forced 
to ice an AHL lineup. They’ll return tonight, although it’s a 
tough way to get back into it — a four-game road trip that 
starts in Colorado and then heads on to stops with all three 
California teams. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (4-13-2, -33) — It’s a winning streak! 
Granted, it’s only two games, and neither in regulation, but 
it’s enough to double the season’s win total. It even 
technically moves the Coyotes past the Senators in the 
standings in terms of points, assuming you ignore all the 
extra games played. We won’t go crazy and start to rethink 
the spot they’ve held down all season long. But, with points 
in four straight, we can certainly keep it positive here. 
Congratulations to Karel Vejmelka on his first career win, a 
37-save effort to beat the Kings last night. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars — The week felt like a microcosm 
of the season so far, with a few steps forward that felt like 
progress and one big one back. I’m not sure where that 
leaves them. 

Last weekend saw them finally earn their first regulation win, 
and they followed it up with another on Tuesday. That 
seemed to create what may have been the season’s first bit 
of actual momentum, as a team that went to the final in 2020 
suggested it may still have a pulse. But then came 
Thursday’s disaster, a 7-2 blowout in Minnesota in what was 
supposed to be the Ryan Suter revenge game. Instead, it 
was the game where everything went wrong, and the 
frustration started to show. 

Worse, it was a game that made some waves around the 
league for a decision by Rick Bowness to scratch Riley Tufte. 
A rookie with two games under his belt sitting out a tough 

divisional game wouldn’t typically make headlines, but Tufte 
is a Minnesota kid who’d spent a good chunk of his call-up 
salary on tickets for friends and family. 

Instead, he was scratched shortly before the game, and his 
fan club watched his team get their doors blown off. 

Bowness had an explanation, but as Saad Yousuf breaks 
down, it wasn’t an especially good one. When things are 
going well, this kind of story comes and goes and gets 
forgotten about. When they aren’t, every mistake lingers, 
including those by the coach. The Tufte situation feels more 
than a little like Mike Babcock scratching Jason Spezza for 
the Leafs’ home opener a few years back, and we know how 
that all played out. 

So yeah, bad vibes all around. But it didn’t seem to matter 
much on Saturday, as the Stars were beating a good Blues 
team on the strength of a pair of Roope Hintz shorthanded 
goals. That’s two things the Stars need badly right now — 
wins, and Hintz to get going like he was in last year’s 
breakout. Mix in goals by Suter and Jamie Benn, and 
Saturday felt like a statement game from the team’s 
disappointment squad. That sort of thing can be fleeting, of 
course, but it has to start somewhere. 

That’s three wins in four games, which gets them back to 
fake .500. This week should be interesting, as they get the 
Oilers and Avalanche at home and then head to Arizona for 
a one-game road trip. It’s back home for Carolina after that, 
so they’re going to get both ends of the NHL spectrum. By 
the end of it, we’ll have a clearer idea of which side they’re 
moving towards.
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Preview: Canes at Sharks 

Carolina concludes California trio of games tonight in San 
Jose 

By Walt Ruff 

SAN JOSE, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes six-game swing 
away from home is officially halfway through, with the team 
having won games in Las Vegas, Anaheim and Los Angeles 
within the past week. Tonight the second half of the trip 
begins, starting with a meeting against the San Jose Sharks. 

When: Monday, November 22, 10:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 14-2-0 (28 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-4 Win over the Los Angeles Kings on 
Saturday, November 20. 

Sharks Record: 8-8-1 (17 Points, 6th - Pacific Division) 

Sharks Last Game: 4-0 Loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Saturday, November 20. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

#10 For The Kid?: Today is an important day in the case of 
Canes 19-year-old Seth Jarvis. If Jarvis plays in tonight's 
game, it will be his 10th NHL game, officially beginning the 
first year of his entry-level contract. 

Into The Record Books: Jarvis has made quite the 
impression during his first nine contests, becoming just the 
fourth rookie in franchise history to score in three 
consecutive games. Should he play and score tonight, he'd 
become the first first-year player to do so since Kevin Dineen 
in 1985. 

The Best Is ... Now: The team's win Saturday at STAPLES 
Center gave them 14 in their first 16 contests, marking 
another franchise record. The crew is 8-1-0 away from PNC 
Arena, tops in the league by points percentage. Should the 
Canes pick up a win tonight, it would be five in a row on the 
road, which would tie the existing record for the franchise, 
since relocating. 

League Leader: If you've been following the Hurricanes this 
season you're likely well aware by now that Frederik 
Andersen is one of the best goalies in the league. He leads 
the league in wins with 11, wins on the road with seven and 
ranks in the top ten in both save percentage (SV%) and 
goals against average (GAA). Now, after recording an assist 
Saturday on Sebastian Aho's goal in Los Angeles, Andersen 
ranks tied with Sharks goaltender Adin Hill in assists by 
goaltenders league-wide with two. 

On The Other Side: Across the ice tonight Canes fans will 
recognize a few faces. Goaltender James Reimer was a 
member of the club from 2019-21, while on the bench Head 
Coach Bob Boughner played for the team for one season 
(2003-04). Additionally, Assistant Coach John MacLean 
coached for the Hurricanes for three seasons (2011-14). 

Night of Big Numbers: Tonight is expected to be a special 
one for a player on each team tonight. Sharks defenseman 
Erik Karlsson is set to play his 800th NHL game and Canes 
forward Jordan Staal is slated to play his 600th for the 
franchise. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Tonight will be Jordan Staal's 600th game 
as a Hurricane. Teuvo Teravainen needs one goal to reach 
100 in his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters today. They will wear their white sweaters 
each game on this trip.
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Carolina puts road win streak on the line against San Jose 

Carolina Hurricanes (14-2-0, first in the Metropolitan) vs. San 
Jose Sharks (8-8-1, sixth in the Pacific) 

San Jose, California; Monday, 10:30 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Sharks +124, Hurricanes -
148; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hits the road against San Jose 
looking to continue its four-game road winning streak. 

The Sharks are 3-3-1 at home. San Jose averages 9.2 
penalty minutes per game, the ninth-most in the Western 
Conference. Jonah Gadjovich leads the team serving 31 total 
minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 8-1-0 in road games. Carolina is second 
in the Eastern Conference averaging 6.1 assists per game, 
led by Andrei Svechnikov with 0.8. 

The matchup Monday is the first meeting of the season 
between the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tomas Hertl leads the Sharks with 
seven goals, adding four assists and totaling 11 points. 
Jonathan Dahlen has four goals over the last 10 games for 
San Jose. 

Svechnikov has 19 total points while scoring seven goals 
and totaling 12 assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has 
four goals and six assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Sharks: 4-5-1, averaging 2.4 goals, 4.2 
assists, 3.7 penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.7 goals per game with a .914 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.6 assists, 4.6 
penalties and 10.5 penalty minutes while allowing 2.3 goals 
per game with a .919 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Sharks: None listed. 

Hurricanes: None listed.
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About Last Night: Andersen, Canes Usurp Kings  

It wasn’t the prettiest game, but the Carolina Hurricanes 
came out ahead as Frederik Andersen and Martin Necas 
helped lead their team to victory over the LA Kings Saturday 
evening at the Staples Center. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Defense Optional, Andersen Required 

It’s not every day where a goalie can allow four goals and 
you go, “Thank goodness for the goaltending,” at the end of 
the game. 

But when the team in front of them concedes 52 even-
strength chances, 43 shots on goal, 11 high-danger chances 
and four power play opportunities, and yet they still manage 
to put together over a 0.900 save percentage and pitch a 
shutout for the final frame, that win is all theirs to savor. 

“He had a great third,” said Rod Brind’Amour after the game. 
“That was the difference in the game. He held us in. We 
were just doing nothing. Just surviving. That’s where a good 
goalie, he got us two points by his play in the third period.” 

The Hurricanes’ defense is usually fairly solid, but has its 
issues with giving up quality looks despite overall 
suppression of chances, but this game was just bad in every 
regard for them. 

Frederik Andersen won the game for a floundering Carolina 
Hurricanes squad and they need to make sure they take him 
out to the fanciest place in Hollywood Hills to make sure he 
is properly thanked for bailing them out. 

Seth to Stay 

I mean… did anybody actually think that he was going to be 
sent back down to juniors?  

I wrote about his game and how he was standing out in 
despite a lack of ‘legal’ scoring, but now with a goal in all 
three games on the road trip so far, Jarvis has seemingly 
solidified himself not just as a permanent roster addition for 
the Canes, but a staple on the top line as well. 

Maybe it’s the power of that mustache of his. 

But he now has nine NHL games under his belt, and while 
there hasn’t been any definitive confirmation that he is here 
to stay, Brind’Amour pretty much gave as close to one as 
we’re going to get before lineups are posted for Monday 
night’s game. 

“[Canes’ Upper Management] haven’t talked to me about it, 
but it’s pretty clear what’s gonna happen,” Brind’Amour said. 

“I could have told you that eight or nine games ago, but they 
love the drama.” 

So now how many goals do we all think Jarvis is going to 
score this season? 

Road Trip Standard Met, Now Looking For More 

Even when you’re one of the top teams in the league, a long 
West Coast road trip — especially one where the California 
teams are actually starting to climb back to relevancy — is 
going to be difficult.  

Time zone changes, awkward starts and just the grinding 
nature of travel can pose a challenge for even the most 
disciplined teams, but with the Hurricanes now assured to 
have at least a 0.500 record from the road trip — the golden 
standard — every other win will be icing on the cake.  

November has been a difficult month for the Canes who only 
have three total home games, but to have only two losses in 
the entire month so far has been huge.  

The Canes, even despite only having two losses on the 
season, are still not running away with the Metropolitan 
division, but all they can do is keep collecting points. 

We all know this is one of the toughest divisions in hockey, 
but there’s no use in worrying about other team’s games 
when the best recipe for success is winning your own 
games. 

Miscellaneous Notes 

 Derek Stepan sits for one game and then returns 
and scores a goal. Now that’s what I call efficiency 
and making a statement. 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi netted his first goal and point in 
eight games in the second period last night. He’s 
looked so much better as a center than on the wing, 
so it will be interesting what decisions are made in 
regards to the lineup going forward. 

 Andrei Svechnikov was the only Hurricane with a 
positive Corsi For Percentage (51.72%) last night. 
We can talk all day about his number of penalties or 
the fact that he hasn’t scored in nine games, but he 
has been so effective despite all of that. He has at 
least a point in all but three games this season and 
as such is leading Carolina in points.  

 Adrian Kempe’s shorthanded goal was the first one 
the Canes have conceded this season, they have 
yet to score one so far despite numerous chances.
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Carolina Hurricanes at San Jose Sharks: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The 14-2-0 Hurricanes start the back half of their six-game 
road trip in San Jose Monday night, looking to make it a 4-0 
start to the west-coast swing. Preview and NHL links 
roundup. 

By Zeke Lukow and Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes (14-2-0) @ San Jose Sharks (8-8-1) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 17 

Monday, November 22, 2021 - 10:30 p.m. ET 

SAP Center — San Jose, CA 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Fear the Fin 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

Do you know the way to San Jose? 

The Canes west-coast trip swings up the California coast to 
San Jose Monday night, where Carolina will look to make it a 
perfect 4-0 start to the trip.  

Last time out the Canes beat the Kings in a wild 5-4 game, 
and now they’ll face off against a Sharks team that has lost 
two in a row and four of their last five.  

It is technically decision day for the Canes on Seth Jarvis, 
who is one NHL game away from reaching his threshold for 
having this year be the first year on his ELC. If Jarvis plays 
Monday night, the Hurricanes lose a year of team control, 
though it seems by accounts that that decision has already 
been made and Jarvis is with the Canes to stay.  

Monday night will also a be a milestone night for Jordan 
Staal, who will be suiting up for the 600th time as a member 
of the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Sharks 

Record 14-2-0 8-8-1 

Goals/Game 3.50 2.59 

Goals Against/Game 2.00 2.88 

Shots/Game 32.81 28.24 

Face Off Win % 54.5% 52.5% 

Category Hurricanes Sharks 

Power Play % (Rank) 23.2% (7th) 19.1% (15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.9% (4th) 87.5% (6th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.19% 45.90% 

ES PDO 103.51 99.93 

PIM/Game 09:48 09:14 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen James Reimer 

Record 11-2-0 4-3-1 

Save % .937 .938 

GAA 1.89 1.98 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Adin Hill 

Record 2-0-0 4-5-0 

Save % .906 .890 

GAA 2.27 3.11 

Game Notes 

 The Canes hold a very slight 21-20-0-1 edge over 
the San Jose Sharks in their all-time matchup.  

 This will be the first game between the two teams in 
nearly two years, with the last coming on Dec. 5, 
2019. That game was a shootout win for the 
Hurricanes.  

 Derek Stepan has 15 points in 20 career games 
against the Sharks, while Jesper Fast has 10 points 
in 11 games.  

 Jordan Staal, who is playing his 600th game for 
Carolina Monday, is also one assist away from tying 
Pat Verbeek for eighth-most assists in franchise 
history.  

 Teuvo Teravainen’s next goal will be his 100th in 
the NHL, and Brady Skjei’s next assists will be his 
100th in the NHL.  
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 Seth Jarvis is on a three-game goal streak, making 
him the just the fourth player since Canes’ 

relocation to accomplish that as a rookie. Shane 
Willis, Erik Cole and Brock McGinn are the others. 

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2969438/2021/11/22/its-getting-real-for-the-islanders-figuring-out-the-stars-and-remembering-the-bruins/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-sharks/c-328195750 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-california-san-jose-san-jose-sharks-0d2fc10ef25148ca822d72de055f77ff 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/21/22794133/about-last-night-frederik-andersen-carolina-hurricanes-usurp-la-kings 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/22/22795889/carolina-hurricanes-at-san-jose-sharks-game-preview-and-storm-advisory 
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Evander Kane has been skating at Sharks Ice away from the team, 
source says 

 

Curtis Pashelka3-3 minutes 11/21/2021 

 

SAN JOSE – Evander Kane, eligible to play NHL games again in just 
over a week, has skated at Sharks Ice away from the team, a source 
confirmed to this news organization. 

Kane has served 17 games of the 21-game suspension he was handed 
by the NHL on Oct. 18 for violating the NHL and NHLPA’s COVID-19 
Protocol by submitting a fake vaccine card. He is eligible to play again on 
Nov. 30 when the Sharks play on the road against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

The Athletic first reported Sunday that Kane had skated at Sharks Ice on 
Saturday. Hours before their game with the Washington Capitals, the 
Sharks, as has been their routine this season, held a morning skate 
Satuday at SAP Center. 

Right now it is unclear how Sharks general manager Doug Wilson plans 
to handle Kane’s potential return to the organization. 

Asked Saturday night after the Sharks’ 4-0 loss to the Washington 
Capitals if he could share anything regarding Kane’s status with the 
team, coach Bob Boughner said he didn’t have any further information. 

“And that’s completely honest,” said Boughner, who said late last month 
that he did not know where Kane was at that time. “I don’t have any 
information. You know, there are decisions that need to be made.” 

Kane led the Sharks with 49 points in 56 games last season and the 
team could use his production to fill a glaring need for another bonafide 
goal-scoring winger in their top-six forward group. 

With Saturday’s shutout, the Sharks have scored just eight goals in their 
last five games. The Sharks host the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday 
night. 

Kane was not around the team at any point during training camp earlier 
this fall as the NHL opened two new investigations into the 30-year-old 
forward’s past behavior. 

One centered around a COVID-19 protocol violation, and the other 
involved accusations of physical and sexual abuse raised by his 
estranged wife in a court filing in September. 

The NHL said it could not substantiate the domestic abuse allegations 
but did find that Kane breached the league’s COVID protocol, slapping 
him with a quarter-season suspension that cost him roughly $1.68 million 
of his $7 million salary for this season. 

Kane is still owed over $20 million over the final three-plus years of his 
contract, which is set to expire after the 2024-25 season. 
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Sharks, without Dahlen, shuffle lines ahead of game vs. NHL’s stingiest 
team 

 

Curtis Pashelka4-6 minutes 11/21/2021 
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SAN JOSE – The Sharks are already having a tough time scoring goals 
and now they’ll have to face the NHL’s stingiest team without one of their 
top offensive players. 

Rookie forward Jonathan Dahlen, injured in Saturday’s game with the 
Washington Capitals, will not play Monday when the Sharks continue 
their homestand against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Sharks coach Bob Boughner considers Dahlen day-to-day with an upper-
body injury and is hopeful he can play again later this week. The Sharks 
host the Ottawa Senators on Wednesday and the Toronto Maple Leafs 
on Friday to close out a four-game homestand. 

In the meantime, the Sharks have to figure out a way to put pucks in the 
net against a Hurricanes team that is off to a 14-2-0 start with an NHL-
best .875 points percentage. Carolina is allowing just 2.00 goals per 
game — best in the league — which includes just 21 goals against at 
even strength. 

The Sharks have scored just eight goals in their last five games after they 
were shut out 4-0 by the Capitals at SAP Center on Saturday. Dahlen is 
tied for the Sharks’ lead with seven goals and has nine points this 
season, fifth-most on the team. 

The Sharks created enough chances to score against the Capitals but 
just couldn’t bury their opportunities. Notably, Logan Couture and Nick 
Bonino had tap-in chances and Tomas Hertl and Noah Gregor both had 
shots go off the cross-bar.  Per Natural Stat Trick, the Sharks generaled 
10 high-danger chances at even strength and allowed just five. 

“So that’s a good thing. We played a real good defensive game,” 
Boughner said Sunday, adding that the Capitals “don’t need as many 
chances as us right now. (Our) margin for error is a lot smaller.” 

The Sharks tweaked their forward lines for Sunday’s practice without 
Dahlen. 

Rudolfs Balcers took Dahlen’s place on the Sharks’ top line with captain 
Couture and Timo Meier. The Sharks also had Gregor back on the 
second line with center Tomas Hertl and fellow winger Alexander 
Barabanov. 

Balcers has seven points in 17 games this season but has been 
struggling offensively of late with just two assists in his last six games. 

“(Couture) plays against top lines, so whoever you put up in that 
situation, you want it to be a guy that can play 200 feet,” Boughner said 
of inserting Balcers on the top line. “(Dahlen) an offensive guy, but he 
played the right way in his own end and (Balcers) is a lot like that. 

“I think he’s got to find his offense a little more, but I think he can help us 
in that situation and, let’s be honest, there’s not a lot of other choices 
when it comes to who goes up there.” 

Kevin Labanc, after he served his one-game suspension Saturday for 
slew-footing Tyler Bozak of the St. Louis Blues on Thursday, skated with 
new third-line center Jasper Weatherby and winger Matt Nieto. 

Nick Bonino, who remains without a point in 17 games this season, 
centered the fourth line. Andrew Cogliano, Jonah Gadjovich, and Jeffrey 
Viel were the fourth-line wingers. 

Viel, who had finger surgery early last month, is expected to be a scratch 
for Monday’s game as the Sharks want to get him some more action with 
the Barracuda before he plays again for the Sharks, who could call up 
another forward from the AHL for Monday’s game. 

Dahlen was injured in the first period of Saturday’s game. 

Dahlen was trying to control the puck behind the Capitals’ net when he 
was bumped by Washington defenseman John Carlson. Just a second 
later, Dahlen clutched his left shoulder and then grabbed onto the back of 
the Washington net with his right hand for support. 

With the play having moved up the ice, Dahlen then headed straight to 
the Sharks’ bench and retreated to the team’s dressing room. Play was 
blown dead with 6:39 left in the period. 

Dahlen came back to start the second period and skated for two shifts 
before he went back into the Sharks’ dressing room and did not play 
again. 

The Sharks held a brief practice Sunday but spent some time going over 
the video of Saturday’s loss. 

“Today was about talking about a few things that we didn’t stick to early 
in the game, and our details, but also some of the good things and what 
we need to improve on and not feeling sorry for ourselves,” Boughner 
said. “Just being positive because we can’t change what happened last 
night. We just got to worry about Carolina, another great team coming 
in.” 
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Source: Sharks rookie Dahlen's injury 'not too bad' 

 

5H ago / by Sheng Peng 

 

Dahlen left midway during the first period of the San Jose Sharks’ 4-0 
loss to the Washington Capitals. He came back for two shifts at the 
beginning of the second period before getting shut down for the night. 

“It’s upper-body. He tried to come back in the second period, but he 
couldn’t,” Bob Boughner said post-game. “We’ll get it re-assessed 
tomorrow and know more in the morning.” 

The earliest prognosis on Dahlen’s injury — the San Jose Sharks don’t 
practice until 11 AM on Sunday — is positive. 

A source told San Jose Hockey Now before practice: “I hear it’s not too 
bad. Think he will be back sooner than later.” 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.22.2021 
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Report: Kane skating at Sharks Ice away from teammates 

 

by Alex Didion 

 

As his NHL suspension nears its end, Evander Kane was back at the 
Sharks' facility and skating on Saturday, The Athletic's Kevin Kurz 
reported Sunday citing league sources. 

Evander Kane was at the Sharks’ practice facility yesterday, I’ve 
confirmed. The team was not there, as they hold their game day morning 
skates at SAP Center. There was no sign of him this morning, at least 
when practice started at 11am. Next step for him remains unclear. 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) November 21, 2021 

Kane was suspended 21 games in mid-October over a violation of the 
NHL's COVID-19 health and safety protocol, reportedly due to his use of 
a fake vaccine card. Kane has served 17 games of that suspension, and 
will first be eligible to return to the active roster on Nov. 30 against the 
New Jersey Devils. 
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The rest of Kane's teammates were not with him at the team's facility per 
Kurz, as morning skates always are conducted from SAP Center. 

Sharks coach Bob Boughner was asked about when Kane could re-join 
the team, and did not offer much insight (H/T Curtis Pashelka). 

“And that’s completely honest,” said Boughner. “I don’t have any 
information. You know, there are decisions that need to be made.”  

The last time Boughner addressed Kane's status in October, he said he 
was unaware of the winger's whereabouts. 

Kane has been a controversial player in recent years off the ice, but the 
30-year-old led the Sharks with 49 points during the pandemic-shortened 
2021 season. 
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Capitals' Sheary reminds Sharks what could have been in loss 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

There was some irony seeing third-liner Conor Sheary pot his fourth and 
fifth goals of the season for the Washington Capitals against the San 
Jose Sharks. This helped the Capitals to a 4-0 victory on Saturday night. 

Last October, San Jose Hockey Now reported that the Sharks and then-
UFA Sheary were talking. 

GM Doug Wilson did not end up with Sheary, for reasons unclear. Did 
the Sharks pass? Or did Sheary opt for the Caps? 

Whatever the reason, in December, on the eve of the COVID-shortened 
2020-21 campaign, Sheary agreed to a one-year, $735,000 pact with 
Washington. 
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Will Evander Kane return to the Sharks? Answering questions 
surrounding the suspended forward 

 

Kevin Kurz9-11 minutes 11/22/2021 

 

Under normal circumstances, a team that’s having trouble scoring goals 
would be counting down the days on the calendar before getting its 
leading goal scorer from the previous season back in the lineup. Evander 
Kane’s 21-game suspension for violating the league’s COVID-19 
protocols — which came after the league investigated him for possibly 
attempting to falsify his COVID-19 vaccination status, according to 
sources — ends in about one week. He’s technically eligible to play in the 
Sharks’ game in New Jersey on Nov. 30. 

But these are not normal circumstances. 

Whether there is a path for Kane to return to the Sharks this season, or 
at all, remains uncertain. General manager Doug Wilson has kept 
everyone, from the coaching staff on down, in the dark when it comes to 
the next step for Kane and the organization. While that might make some 
sense in that coach Bob Boughner and the players are focusing only on 
what they have in the dressing room, this isn’t something Wilson can kick 
the can on much longer. It’s a puzzling situation, exacerbated by the fact 

that Sharks management hasn’t been willing to divulge anything in 
regards to the terms of the suspension or what comes next. 

Here’s what we know, what we think we know and what we don’t know 
about Kane at the moment. 

Where is Kane now? 

According to a source, Kane was at the Sharks’ training facility on 
Saturday. The team was not there, as it holds game-day morning skates 
at SAP Center. There was no sign of Kane on Sunday, as the team held 
an 11 a.m. practice in preparation for Monday’s home game with 
Carolina. The Sharks are at home all week before flying to Chicago on 
Saturday. 

Kane’s vaccination status is unknown, which would impact his 
interactions with teammates based on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols for 
this season. 

From a strictly hockey perspective, how much could the Sharks use Kane 
back in the lineup? 

At 8-8-1, the Sharks have lost more games than they’ve won for the first 
time this season. They have lost four of their last five overall (1-4-0). After 
getting shut out by the Capitals on Saturday, they have managed just 
eight goals in their last five games — four of which came in Minnesota 
last Tuesday. The power play has scored just one goal in the last six 
games. The Sharks sit 25th in the NHL with 2.59 goals per game. 

Scoring forwards are in short supply and their scoring depth is virtually 
non-existent. They’ve gotten just one even-strength goal from a bottom-
six forward in the last seven games. 

The Sharks decided to send top prospect William Eklund back to Sweden 
a couple weeks ago, after the teenager had been playing in the top six. 
They lost another top-six forward on Saturday when rookie Jonathan 
Dahlen suffered what looked to be a shoulder injury. Dahlen won’t play 
against the Hurricanes on Monday, but he’ll be considered day to day 
after that, Boughner said on Sunday. Noah Gregor is likely to remain in 
the lineup for now, while Kevin Labanc will return from a one-game 
suspension. 

Kane led the Sharks last season in goals (22) and points (49). His 22 
power-play goals from 2018-19 through last season also led the team. 

Of course, Kane’s situation can’t be viewed only through the prism of 
what he brings on the ice. Many Sharks have emphatically stated since 
early in training camp that the vibe in the room is much more positive 
than it’s been in recent seasons. While it would be silly to suggest that’s 
all because Kane isn’t there, that has surely played a role after many 
team leaders privately expressed to management their displeasure with 
the way Kane flouted team rules last season. 

The Sharks are in a tenuous situation during their so-called “reset.” While 
they don’t have enough talent to be considered a Stanley Cup contender, 
either with Kane or without him, they’re attempting to integrate young 
players into the lineup like Dahlen, Jasper Weatherby and Santeri 
Hatakka. There’s a chance Eklund returns later this season, too. 
Fostering a positive team chemistry and cohesion is important for 
development. Further, it might not be a coincidence that Timo Meier, 
previously one of Kane’s few friends in the dressing room, is having a 
resurgent season and has been the Sharks’ best player. 

Would it be worth potentially upending that off-ice progress for a short-
term boost in goal scoring? That’s something Wilson and others in the 
organization might have to weigh. 

When might Kane be ready to play? 

Kane will likely need time to get into playing shape. The Sharks 
equipment staff was still in possession of his gear as recently as a couple 
of weeks ago, according to a source, which strongly suggests Kane 
wasn’t spending much time on the ice while serving his lengthy 
suspension. 
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Perhaps the most likely course of action is that Kane gets reassigned to 
the AHL’s Barracuda for, say, a month-long conditioning assignment (that 
would require waivers, but he would undoubtedly clear). If he is willing to 
accept that and can show that he’s committed to returning to form as a 
hockey player while also being a good teammate — which would include 
some lengthy bus rides in the AHL — then there might actually be a 
chance he returns. That would also send a message to the players on 
the current Sharks team that management isn’t going to allow Kane to 
just waltz back into the dressing room without showing that he’s changed 
his ways. 

In that situation, Kane would still have some work to do when it comes to 
repairing his relationship with his teammates. It was telling that morning 
in Montreal on Oct. 19 after the suspension was announced that all of the 
Sharks made available — Meier, Logan Couture and Marc-Edouard 
Vlasic — said they hadn’t spoken with Kane, who has been on the team 
since Feb. 26, 2018. Even Boughner said on Oct. 29 that he had “no 
idea” where Kane was or what he was doing, something he essentially 
repeated on Saturday when he said he had “no information” on what 
comes next and there are “decisions that have to be made.” 

Does Kane want to return to the Sharks? 

This is a question that maybe hasn’t gotten enough consideration. Now 
that it’s become known that several of Kane’s teammates told Wilson 
they didn’t want him back after last season, does he want to come back 
himself? In Kane’s statement following the suspension, he said, “I plan to 
return to the ice with great effort, determination, and love for the game of 
hockey.” He didn’t say anything about a return to the Sharks, although 
maybe that’s just semantics. 

Even if he wants out, though, Kane’s options are pretty limited. It’s 
unlikely, especially considering his financial situation, that he’d forego his 
annual salary for the rest of this season (or even further seasons) just to 
demand a trade that might be impossible to consummate. If he prefers to 
be elsewhere, his best bet is to show he’s still one of the league’s best 
power forwards and then hope there’s another team willing to take a 
chance on him this offseason. 

Which leads us to this: 

Could the Sharks still buy Kane out? 

If all else fails, and assuming they can’t trade him, they might have to buy 
him out even if that might handcuff them a bit for the future. 

Kane has three seasons left on his contract after this one at a $7 million 
average annual salary. Utilizing the handy buyout calculator on 
CapFriendly, the Sharks would save $3.67 million next season, $2.67 
million in 2023-24, and $4.67 million in 2024-25. But, they would carry a 
$1.67 million salary cap hit for the three seasons beyond. 

A Kane buyout would only add to the dead money they have on the 
books for buying out Martin Jones over the summer. In 2025-26 and 
2026-27, the Sharks would have a total of $3.34 million of dead money 
from that pair of buyouts. 

How might the fans react to Kane returning? 

Obviously, Twitter polls are not scientific or always accurate 
representations of reality, but when I posed this poll question last night, 
the overwhelming reaction was that fans do not want to see Kane play for 
the Sharks this season. 

Would you welcome Evander Kane back to the Sharks after his 
suspension ends on Nov. 30? 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) November 21, 2021 

Part of that could have to do with Kane’s actions that led to his 
suspension, but also what he is still dealing with off the ice, including his 
bankruptcy proceedings, an admitted gambling problem, an allegation by 
his wife of domestic abuse in a divorce filing, an abortion-for-pay lawsuit, 
and an attempt to lift a stay on a five-year-old lawsuit. The Sharks are 
already having trouble attracting fans this season due to a poor on-ice 

product in the previous two seasons, a reluctance by some to be in large 
crowds during the ongoing pandemic or the requirement to be fully 
vaccinated to attend a game at SAP Center. 

Kane being allowed to play for the Sharks again just might turn some of 
them off for good. Perhaps that’s the biggest reason Wilson has kept his 
lips sealed about the whole ordeal. 
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SJHN Daily: Kane Skating at Sharks Ice 

 

Published 13 hours ago on November 21, 2021By Michael Gutnick 

 

San Jose Sharks forward Evander Kane was at Solar4America Ice 
yesterday, per The Athletic. The Mercury News confirmed that Kane has 
been skating there. 

This is believed to be Kane’s first appearance at the San Jose Sharks’ 
practice facility since before training camp. 

Kane is eligible to return from his 21-game suspension on Nov. 30 when 
the Sharks take on the New Jersey Devils amidst a five-game road trip. 

The Sharks could certainly use Kane’s speed and goal-scoring ability on 
the wing with Kevin Labanc’s struggles and Jonathan Dahlen’s day-to-
day injury status. Furthermore, San Jose have tallied just eight goals in 
their last five games (1-4 record), and it doesn’t get any easier with the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Toronto Maple Leafs heading into town this 
week. 

While having the 30-year-old forward penciled into the lineup would boost 
the 5-on-5 offense and power play, it could cause disruption to the 
chemistry within the San Jose Sharks’ locker room. 

Head coach Bob Boughner did not know about Kane’s whereabouts last 
night when asked after a 4-0 loss to the Washington Capitals, but said 
that “there are decisions that need to be made.” 

We’ll see what Kane’s presence at Sharks Ice means. 

What do you think, Sharks fans? Do you want Evander Kane back in the 
line-up once his suspension is up? 
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SOURCE: Dahlen Injury "Not Too Bad," Back Soon? - San Jose Hockey 
Now 

 

Published 16 hours ago on November 21, 2021 By Sheng Peng3-4 
minutes 11/21/2021 

 

Jonathan Dahlen suffered an awkward-looking upper-body injury on 
Saturday night. 

Dahlen left midway during the first period of the San Jose Sharks’ 4-0 
loss to the Washington Capitals. He came back for two shifts at the 
beginning of the second period before getting shut down for the night. 

“It’s upper-body. He tried to come back in the second period, but he 
couldn’t,” Bob Boughner said post-game. “We’ll get it re-assessed 
tomorrow and know more in the morning.” 
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The earliest prognosis on Dahlen’s injury — the San Jose Sharks don’t 
practice until 11 AM on Sunday — is positive. 

A source told San Jose Hockey Now before practice: “I hear it’s not too 
bad. Think he will be back sooner than later.” 

After practice, Boughner confirmed SJHN’s source: “He worked out this 
morning. Definitely will not be playing tomorrow. I think after that it’s 
going to be more of a day-to-day not so much a week-to-week thing.” 

He added: “He’ll be back, I’m hoping by mid-week.” 

That’s good news for a better-than-last-year, but still shallow San Jose 
Sharks forwards corps. 

Boughner shared that the process of replacing Dahlen, if just in the short-
term, is already under way. 

“I talked to [San Jose Barracuda head coach Roy Sommer] this morning. 
He talked about some of his players, who’s playing well and who could 
help us,” Boughner offered. “We’re gonna make a decision with 
management after this.” 

There are two forwards who we know won’t be available to the San Jose 
Sharks this upcoming week: Jeffrey Viel, just back from a month-long 
finger injury, played his first game with the Barracuda on Friday. 
Boughner indicated, however, that he still wants Viel to get more AHL 
action to get back to speed. 

Also this morning, Lane Pederson, injured on Nov. 11, took to the ice for 
the first time since suffering an upper-body injury in Winnipeg. Boughner, 
however, cautioned that the winger-center was at least a week or two 
away from returning to action. 

The 8-8-1 Sharks take on the Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes at SAP Center on Monday night. 

We’ll see if the Sharks call anybody up — notably, Scott Reedy has got 
off to a quick start for the San Jose Barracuda with eight goals in 12 
games. 
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Sheary Reminds Sharks of Secondary Scoring They're Missing - San 
Jose Hockey Now 

 

Published 20 hours ago on November 21, 2021 By Sheng Peng4-5 
minutes 11/21/2021 

 

There was some irony seeing third-liner Conor Sheary pot his fourth and 
fifth goals of the season for the Washington Capitals against the San 
Jose Sharks. This helped the Capitals to a 4-0 victory on Saturday night. 

Last October, San Jose Hockey Now reported that the Sharks and then-
UFA Sheary were talking. 

BREAKING: Sharks Are Talking to Conor Sheary 

GM Doug Wilson did not end up with Sheary, for reasons unclear. Did 
the Sharks pass? Or did Sheary opt for the Caps? 

Whatever the reason, in December, on the eve of the COVID-shortened 
2020-21 campaign, Sheary agreed to a one-year, $735,000 pact with 
Washington. 

This might seem like much a-do about a veteran making barely above 
the league minimum. But that off-season was a different kind of off-
season: Because of the pandemic, it was a buyer’s UFA market like 
we’ve never seen. So rest assured, while Sheary was making basically 
veteran’s minimum money in 2020-21, he was no fringe NHL’er. 

Sheary proved that last season, providing secondary scoring to the tune 
of 14 goals in 53 games. The Capitals extended him before the playoffs, 
inking him to a two-year, $3 million dollar extension. 

Safe to say, the San Jose Sharks could’ve used a Sheary on their third 
line last night. Or last year. 

Nick Bonino, Kevin Labanc, and Matt Nieto have been San Jose’s most-
consistent third line this season. Bonino has zero points through 17 
games, the suspended-for-tonight Labanc has zero even strength points 
through 11 games, and Nieto has one even strength assist through 10 
games. 

The Triple Crown Line, they ain’t. 

“Just have no answer as to why it won’t go in, to be honest,” an unhappy 
Bonino said of his slump last night. 

For what it’s worth, there’s reason to believe that Bonino and Labanc will 
start to contribute more on the scoresheet soon. 

“Yeah, not only did he miss the one on the backdoor, but he also is the 
guy that set [Couture] up on that empty net basically in front. He has 
terrible puck luck right now,” Boughner said of Bonino. “You got to figure 
it’s going to turn for him. He’s getting a lot of opportunities and that’s a 
good thing.” 

Logan Couture confessed to apologizing to Bonino for missing on the 
empty net set-up. 

“He’s doing some great things in other areas,” Boughner said, “it’d just be 
nice to see him be rewarded.” 

And speaking of last year, center Dylan Gambrell was the Sharks’ most-
regular third liner, operating between a rotating cast of fringe NHL 
wingers. Gambrell scored 12 points in 49 contests, and per Natural Stat 
Trick, his 1.02 Points Per 60 at 5-on-5 was third-worst among all regular 
San Jose forwards, ahead of only Marcus Sorensen and Patrick Marleau. 

In a not unrelated note, Sorensen and Marleau are not playing in the 
NHL this season. Sorensen is back in the SHL on a line with top Sharks 
prospect William Eklund and the 42-year-old Marleau is at home. 
Gambrell himself actually started this year in the AHL, before getting 
dealt to the Ottawa Senators. 

“Good teams, they’re getting some production from their bottom-six. It’s 
been a while since we’ve got that,” Boughner noted. “It’s got to be 
something that we find out and we figure out because you can’t depend 
on the same couple guys every night.” 

The point of all this isn’t to extoll the virtues of Conor Sheary. He’s a 
good, not great NHL third-liner, who probably wouldn’t change the San 
Jose Sharks’ fortunes as a whole either way. 

But he’s also a reminder of cost-friendly opportunities lost to correct a 
secondary scoring problem that’s plagued San Jose for three seasons 
and running now. 
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Kraken take down Capitals to end six-game losing streak 

 

Nov. 21, 2021 at 8:48 pm Updated Nov. 21, 2021 at 10:41 pm6-7 
minutes 11/21/2021 

By Marisa Ingemi 

 

After 15 days of losing, it was 43 seconds that halted the Kraken’s free 
fall. 
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The Kraken’s six-game losing streak, which was snapped with a 5-2 win 
Sunday, could easily have extended to seven and beyond with some of 
the NHL’s toughest teams on their schedule in the next week-plus. The 
way they’d been playing, their fifth win felt beyond out of reach. 

With the Capitals in town, a team that had lost in regulation just twice all 
season, the Kraken positioned themselves early for the same type of 
game; they were down 1-0 moments in, the timely save evading them. 

This time, in the face of yet another formulaic defeat, the Kraken were 
finally released. Quick scores from Jaden Schwartz and Adam Larsson 
43 seconds apart gave the Kraken their first lead in weeks, and then they 
extended it. 

When asked after the game about what resonated this time, Calle 
Jarnkrok had a simple response: “Maybe because we’re sick and tired of 
losing.” 

It sure felt like that in those 43 season-changing seconds and beyond, 
when the Kraken withstood a 23-shot onslaught from the Capitals in the 
third period to fight their way to their most important win yet. 

“Tonight was one win,” said Kraken coach Dave Hakstol. “We had a good 
opponent come in on a back-to-back and I believe we did a good job.” 

Before they could get there, the Kraken also came face-to-face with 
some revisionist history. 

Seattle started Philipp Grubauer, their $5.9 million goalie who didn’t get 
the initial nod Friday and struggled in relief. On the other side, the 
Capitals sent out Vitek Vanecek, who, in another timeline, would have 
been a Kraken goalie. 

The Kraken traded Vanecek back to the Capitals after selecting the 25-
year-old goaltender in the expansion draft. He’s been the Capitals’ 
backup most of the season, and started Sunday after Ilya Samsonov 
picked up his second consecutive shutout on Saturday night in San Jose. 

Vanecek stifled the first of the Kraken chances in his first game against 
the team that nearly sent him across the country. 

There was a potential for symbolism of that decision 33 seconds after 
Vanecek made a save on Jamie Oleksiak right in front of the net, 
Grubauer was beat by his former teammate, Tom Wilson, to put the 
Kraken in a 1-0 hole for the fifth consecutive contest. It was the fourth 
time they had given up a goal on the first shot of a game. Seattle entered 
Sunday 2-9-0 when allowing the first goal. 

Then, something happened the Kraken hadn’t experienced in weeks: key 
saves. Grubauer made the stops in the first period, and the Kraken, after 
a late first-period tally, had a legitimate chance to build a lead. 

Another typical Kraken loss was on the table when Washington’s Connor 
McMichael had a partial breakaway, and the same old narrative flashed 
before Seattle’s eyes; the potential to fall into a 2-0 hole before the 
Kraken even had a chance to breathe. 

This time Grubauer made the save, and this time the Kraken’s fate was 
different. 

“I think after the first (save), then you have to make the next one and the 
next one,” said Grubauer. “It’s all about plays at the right time at the right 
moment and it doesn’t matter if it’s a save or blocking shots.” 

This time, though, even when trailing in the first period, Seattle didn’t 
wither away under the pressure of chasing the game. The Kraken didn’t 
have to, once that one timely goal found its way in. 

The Kraken hadn’t scored in the first 50 minutes over their last two 
games, but Jared McCann broke through, scoring on the power play, the 
fourth straight game the Kraken tallied on the man advantage. 

In postgame news conferences, players have harped on just breaking 
through one time to get out of the rut. McCann’s goal was exactly what 
did just that. 

“We kept fighting and we got one going into the break and I thought from 
there we felt good coming in with a lot of good things in the first and kept 
it going in the second,” said Larsson. 

Grubauer stopped 18 consecutive Capitals shots and for the first time in 
286:33 of game clock, the Kraken found themselves with a lead. 
Schwartz, with his seventh point in seven games, broke the curse with 
his goal. 

The floodgates followed 43 seconds later, after game upon game of 
waiting to burst. 

Larsson jumped into the rush and Yanni Gourde connected with him in 
transition to give Seattle a two-goal lead for the first time since it led 
Arizona in that ill-fated contest seven games ago. 

If that didn’t feel like the world off the Kraken’s collective shoulders, the 
next one had to be its own metaphorical sigh of relief. 

Late in the second, Jarnkrok tallied his first with the Kraken, his patience 
with the puck as strong as its been to finally be rewarded after he missed 
the first five games of the season in COVID-19 protocol. 

Alex Ovechkin scored early in the third period to make it a 4-2 game. The 
Capitals charged with 23 shots on goal before Gourde tallied with an 
empty net with 28 seconds left. Grubauer made all the stops. 

With all those stops made, the most important probably still goes back to 
the first period, where Grubauer’s stop on McMichael changed the 
course. 

“We made a mistake and all of a sudden it’s a heck of a save at the right 
time,” said Hakstol. “That’s important.” 

In the fifth game of the six-game homestand, the Kraken had finally 
generated a result to give the Climate Pledge crowd something to go 
home feeling good about. 

“We still have a long way to go,” said Larsson. “This was one, let’s build 
on this and feel good about it, and remember how it feels. I think that’s 
important to remember how we played.” 
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Losing streak takes a mental toll on Kraken 

 

Nov. 21, 2021 at 6:31 pm Updated Nov. 21, 2021 at 10:59 pm5-7 
minutes 11/21/2021 

By Marisa Ingemi 

 

In Friday night’s sixth consecutive defeat, Brandon Tanev smashed his 
stick against the boards, snapping it in half after the second period. 

It was a symbol of how everyone involved must feel. No one gets into the 
NHL to lose games, and even as an expansion team, the Kraken created 
expectations for themselves. 

An extended losing streak so early in their inaugural campaign was not a 
part of those plans. Before finally snapping that streak on Sunday, with 
the bulk of those games at home in their new arena and in front of their 
fans, eventually that does seep into the psyche of a team. 

“Over time there’s no question I believe it can stick with you,” said Kraken 
coach Dave Hakstol. “For us to be able to push out of this, those things 
turn really quickly. But you have to get over the hump one time.” 

Not all frustration manifests the same way. For some guys it’s like Tanev; 
for others, frustration and anxiety leads to what they refer to as “gripping 
the stick too tight.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 22, 2021 

 

It’s a term the Kraken have mentioned more than once in the recent 
streak. 

“Everybody was working hard,” Philipp Grubauer said after the win on 
Sunday. “But sometimes I think you’re working too hard, maybe not too 
hard but not smart enough. So we had a couple of conversations about 
that and it’s kind of embarrassing to know we lost (six) games in a row.” 

When every Kraken mistake has felt like it’s led to a goal against, it’s 
tough to fight the natural urge to feel discouraged. That’s when the losing 
streak can become as much mental as it is mistakes on the ice. 

Especially when players try to take it upon themselves to save the day. 

“I think that sometimes when you try to do too much you can fall into 
trouble,” said Ryan Donato. “… There’s sometimes I think either myself 
or other guys can try and grip the stick a little too tight and try to do too 
much to change things, then some things go wrong.” 

Donato took an early penalty in the offensive zone against the 
Avalanche, and it led to a power play and then a goal and the Kraken 
were down again in the fourth consecutive game. 

It was a good example of what pressing can look like. Donato, who took 
the hooking call, was trying to make a play on the puck. There wasn’t 
anything horrifically wrong, but it’s a rough spot to be in early, and it cost 
the Kraken. 

“The penalty we take 200 feet from our net that results in putting one of 
the top power-play units in the league on the power play, that’s a bit of 
the mentality I’m speaking to,” said Hakstol. “We want to push and push 
hard, but we also have to be real smart in the way we’re playing.” 

For players who haven’t produced that can also become easy to get too 
into their own heads. Joonas Donskoi entered Sunday still without a goal; 
that’s a prime example of when pressing can become a problem, 
especially when goals are not falling early. 

“I’ve been thinking about it a lot actually,” he said before the game 
Friday. “Like why it is and what I could do better mentally to not think 
about it and just play the game.” 

In the six defeats heading into Sunday, the Kraken had trailed over the 
previous 260:16, not having led in a game since Yanni Gourde gave 
Seattle a 2-1 lead with 31 seconds to go in the second period in Las 
Vegas. The Kraken surrendered the lead 15 seconds later and haven’t 
led since. 

In the six losses heading into Sunday night, eight of the Kraken’s 17 
goals had come after they already trailed by two goals. They were 0-6 in 
two-goal games. They hadn’t even played in a one-goal game since the 
crushing loss in Arizona that began the streak. 

“I think even mentally, just our timing on some of the goals we’ve given 
up have been really hard lately,” Kraken defenseman Carson Soucy said 
earlier this week. “With Arizona we get off to a lead and then they come 
back, and we get one in Vegas and have a lead going late into the first 
and second periods. … I think that’s mentally not being able to close out 
periods, and that hurt us.” 

Kraken captain Mark Giordano was a part of a nine-game losing streak in 
Calgary in 2010 and eight games in 2014. He’s also been a part of a pair 
of seven-game losing streaks, and eight losing streaks of six games or 
more in his career. 

He knows it takes just one game to get out of it. 

“I’ve gone through some losing streaks in my career where the mindset 
is, guys are trying to do the right things, but guys are mentally 
overthinking things a little bit,” said Giordano. “You just have to find a 
way to get one. I’m telling you, once we get that one, it’s gonna loosen 
guys up a bunch.” 

Some of the recent game stats are also misleading. Before the Capitals 
game, Hakstol mentioned the scoring picking up. On paper that’s true, 
but of the 17 goals in six games, they scored five of them between a 

game where they trailed 3-0 with 5:30 to go and 7-0 with 10 minutes to 
go. They haven’t scored in the first 50 minutes of play in the past two 
games going into Sunday. 

The value of those goals isn’t the same as scoring early, and not having 
to, as the players call it, chase the game. 

“I think it’s been mentally tough and frustrating,” said Marcus Johansson, 
“…. When you’re down three goals, eventually you have to start chasing 
a little bit, but when you’re down earlier in games, we’ve gotten away 
from our game.” 

Notes 

Grubauer started against his former team after not starting Friday. … It 
was the first time all season Hakstol kept his skater lineup the same as 
the previous game. 
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Pregame Kraken notes: Seattle might have a window to win against 
Capitals on a back-to-back 

 

Nov. 21, 2021 at 1:13 pm Updated Nov. 21, 2021 at 2:31 pm4-4 minutes 
11/21/2021 

By Marisa Ingemi 

 

The Kraken are 0-9-0 in games they trail after the first period. That’s felt 
like the spot they’re in every game of late. 

Jordan Eberle said following the latest loss, on Friday night to the 
Avalanche, it feels like they need to grind out just one win to turn it 
around. That won’t be easy with the upcoming schedule, facing four of 
the top teams in the league. 

The first of those squads visits Climate Pledge Arena on Sunday. The 
Capitals, in the fourth game of a west-coast swing, are coming off a 4-0 
win over San Jose on Saturday night. With Washington playing less than 
24 hours later, perhaps Sunday’s game presents a chance for the Kraken 
to jump. 

Seattle needs to start out a heck of a lot better, though. 

“It’s difficult to play from behind,” said Kraken coach Dave Hakstol. “A lot 
of discussion, and warranted discussion, in terms of starts happens with 
fast starts and slow starts. It’s not always just dictated by the first goal of 
the game, it’s dictated by the rhythm of the first 10 minutes, the first 20 
minutes, as much as who scores the first goal of the game.” 

The Kraken have surrendered the first goal in each of the past four 
games, all on home ice. Perhaps an even more concerning trend is that 
they haven’t allowed less than four goals since they defeated Buffalo on 
Nov. 4, their last victory. 

Chris Driedger started and was pulled against the Avalanche, but Philipp 
Grubauer gets the nod against his other former squad, the Capitals. He 
allowed three goals on 17 shots in relief on Friday. 

Of goalies with at least 200 minutes played, Grubauer has the worst save 
percentage in the league at .875. That’s something they hope and need 
him to turn around. 

A big save early, something the Kraken have lacked, might be what 
sparks a turnaround, and one of those better starts Hakstol is looking for. 

“I think it’s very important, but we can’t do what we did last game where 
we kind of get away from our game and then it gets away from us,” said 
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Marcus Johansson, another former Capital. “It would be good to have a 
game where we don’t have to keep chasing.” 

Projected Kraken lines 

Based on Sunday’s morning skate: 

Forwards: 

Marcus Johansson-Alexander Wennberg-Jordan Eberle 

Jaden Schwartz-Yanni Gourde-Calle Jarnkrok 

Brandon Tanev-Jared McCann-Joonas Donskoi 

Ryan Donato-Morgan Geekie-Colin Blackwell 

Defense 

Jamie Oleksiak-Mark Giordano 

Carson Soucy-Vince Dunn 

Jeremy Lauzon-Adam Larsson 

Notes 

For the first time all season, Hakstol didn’t make any changes to his 
skater group. 

Grubauer starts in net against his former team after he didn’t start against 
his other old squad, the Avalanche, on Friday night. 

Along with Grubauer, Johansson is a former Capital. 

Broadcast info 

Time/place: 6 p.m., Climate Pledge Arena. 

TV: ROOT Sports. 

Radio: KJR-AM (950). 

About the Capitals 

This season: 11-2-5 (last game: 4-0 win over San Jose). 

Player to WATCH: Alex Ovechkin. 

Notes: Capitals defenseman John Carlson assisted on seven of the 
Caps’ eight goals in their last three games. … Washington’s 62 goals 
scored are the third-most in the NHL this season. … The Capitals’ 87.62 
five-on-five high danger save percentage is the fifth-best in the NHL. 

Projected lines 

Forwards: 

Ovechkin – Kuznetsov – Wilson 

Jonsson-Fjallby – McMichael – Oshie 

Sheary – Protas – Sprong 

Hagelin – Dowd – Hathaway 

DefenseL 

Fehervary – Carlson 

Orlov – Jensen 

Van Reimsdyk – Schultz 
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Seattle Kraken snap six-game losing streak with 5-2 win over Capitals 

 

Lauren Kirschman5-7 minutes 

 

The announcer at Climate Pledge Arena was still reporting Jaden 
Schwartz’s second-period goal when Adam Larsson interrupted with a 
breakaway of his own. 

Just like that, a ferry horn — the Kraken’s goal horn — sounded for the 
second time in 43 seconds. Schwartz’s score gave Seattle its first 
advantage since the game at Vegas on Nov. 9. That’s four games 
without a lead, if you’re keeping count at home. 

The sequence, which featured Seattle’s fastest consecutive goals this 
season, shifted the momentum in the Kraken’s favor. And while they’ve 
had a tendency to quickly relinquish it in the past, that wasn’t the case on 
Sunday night. Instead, they snapped their six-game losing with a 5-2 
victory over the Washington Capitals. 

So, what changed on Sunday? Why were the Kraken able to (finally) put 
together a complete game? 

“Maybe because we’re sick and tired of losing,” said forward Calle 
Jarnkrok. 

Seems like as good a reason as any. 

And the Kraken weren’t finished after the back-to-back goals in the 
second period. At the 13:51 mark, Jarnkrok scored his first goal in a 
Seattle uniform to push the advantage to 4-1. 

With four straight losses in this home stand, it’s been a while since 
Kraken fans had something to cheer about. But they rewarded Seattle’s 
performance on Sunday with the loudest crowd in recent memory. 

At first, though, it didn’t seem like they would have anything to celebrate. 

When the Capitals scored less than 4 minutes into the first period, it 
appeared the game would follow a very familiar path. The Kraken would 
fall behind — 2-0, or maybe even 3-0 — sometime in the second period. 
They would make a push late, perhaps even get within a goal of tying the 
score, but ultimately fall short. 

But Seattle changed the story on Sunday. Captain Mark Giordano said 
after Friday’s loss to Colorado that his team had a tendency to take too 
many chances when it fell behind, which only fueled the problem. But it 
didn’t seem like Seattle had that issue against Washington. 

Instead, the Kraken played with an intensity in the opening period that 
had been missing in recent games. Jared McCann tied the score on a 
power-play goal with 4 minutes left in the first, and Seattle went into the 
first intermission tied with a 14-11 shot advantage. 

“They scored the first one, but we didn’t give up,” Larsson said. “We kept 
fighting and we got one going into the break. I thought from there we felt 
good. We came in with a lot of good things in the first and kept it going 
into the second. It was overall a really strong effort.” 

Three minutes into the third period, Alex Ovechkin scored an unassisted 
goal to trim Seattle’s lead to 4-2. But with 28.5 seconds left, Kraken 
forward Yanni Gourde scored an empty netter to produce the final score. 

“It’s been tough,” head coach Dave Hakstol said of the losing streak. “It’s 
not a lot of fun. I believe for our players coming out two nights ago (and 
losing to Colorado 7-3), that stings. That stays with you.” 

The Capitals made a strong push in the third period, firing off 23 shots to 
Seattle’s eight. It was a reversal of the position the Kraken have often 
found themselves in. Instead of trying to mount a comeback, they were 
holding it off. 

“We knew there was going to be a push coming in the third period,” 
Hakstol said. “(Grubauer) did a tremendous job. The guys in front of him 
did a heck of a job, as well. … I don’t know how many shot blocks we 
had in the third period, but you know that push was coming and those are 
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the kinds of things you have to do to be successful, to close out a game 
against a real good hockey team.” 

The win was Seattle’s first during the current six-game home stand. The 
Kraken lost the first four. They will wrap up the stretch on Wednesday 
night against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“We had a couple conversations in the locker room,” said goaltender 
Philipp Grubauer, who finished with 27 saves for a .949 save percentage. 
“Everybody wants (to win). Everybody was working hard. … Sometimes 
you’re working maybe hard but not smart enough. We had a couple 
conversations and it’s kind of embarrassing (to go 0-4 at home).” 
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Schwartz, Seattle Kraken top Capitals 5-2 to end six-game skid 

 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS3-4 minutes 11/22/2021 

 

SEATTLE (AP) — Jaden Schwartz had a goal and three assists and the 
Seattle Kraken beat the Washington Capitals 5-2 on Sunday night to 
snap a six-game losing streak. 

Calle Jarnkrok and Yanni Gorde each added a goal and an assist, and 
Schwartz reached 401 career points in Seattle’s first win since Nov. 4. 

Washington entered the game on a 6-0-1 streak and took a 1-0 lead just 
3 1/2 minutes in on Tom Wilson’s slapshot. But the Caps were playing for 
the second night in a row, and looked tired as the Kraken pushed them 
around in a three-goal second period. 

Jared McCann and Adam Larsson also scored for Seattle, which got 37 
saves from Philipp Grubauer. 

Alex Ovechkin scored his 15th goal of the season for Washington, which 
hasn’t lost since Nov. 6. Wilson assisted on the goal. 

The Kraken tied it late in the first period with Evgeny Kuznetsov serving 2 
minutes for holding. Schwartz, a constant threat in the first 40 minutes 
with five shots and high energy, bounced a close shot off Vitek 
Vanecek’s stick and McCann backhanded it past the goalie from 10 feet 
in front of the net to tie the game at 15:58. Morgan Geekie also had an 
assist. 

Seattle has scored at least one power-play goal in four straight games. 

Schwartz put the Kraken ahead 2-1 with a cleanup of Carson Soucy’s 
redirection at 6:17 in the second period. It was the Kraken’s first lead in 
more than 266 minutes. 

Larsson made it 3-1 just 43 seconds later when he buried a breakaway 
slapshot on a pass ahead from Gorde and Jarnkrok. 

Schwartz was again a factor later in the period when he poked the puck 
away from the Capitals at the defensive blue line ahead to Jarnkrok, who 
beat his defender and sent a shot past Vanecek from the left faceoff 
circle with about six minutes left. Schwartz’s last assist came as Gorde 
finished things off with an empty-net goal. 

Vanecek stopped 26 of 29 shots in his third loss of the season. 

NOTES: Capitals F Conor Sheary (upper body injury) and F T.J. Oshie 
(lower body injury) sat out and are listed as day to day after both played 
Saturday in San Jose. Sheary scored two goals against the Sharks, but 
was scratched after warmups. Oshie, who was born in nearby Everett, 
had been out of the lineup since Oct. 27 before Saturday’s game. … 
Washington recalled forward Brett Leason from Hershey of the AHL and 
reassigned forward Garrett Pilon. Leason made his debut on Oct. 29 and 

has scored three points in 10 games for the Caps this season. … 
McCann has 11 points (seven goals, four assists) in 13 games. 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: Host Montreal on Wednesday. 

Kraken: Host Carolina on Wednesday. 
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The streak is over, and the Kraken won a game. This is how they did it 

 

Ryan S. Clark7-9 minutes 11/22/2021 

 

Lately, the impending signs have been immediately visible, to the point it 
becomes more like a checklist than actually checking out a game. 

Those are the details that are noticeable when a team drops six 
consecutive games. 

Until those details, at least for one night, do not appear to be visible 
because something else has appeared in its place. 

Getting a stop on a breakaway? Making only one mistake and recovering 
from that miscue? Firing 14 first-period shots? Scoring a first-period 
goal? Being able to witness your fans loudly and unabashedly cheer after 
the first period? Now those are signs that have not been seen in some 
time around Climate Pledge Arena. They were also the signs that created 
the initial belief that maybe, just maybe, the streak was coming to an end. 

And it did Sunday with the Seattle Kraken taking a 5-2 win over the 
Washington Capitals to end their skid. 

“We did a lot of things right that we have not been doing,” Kraken 
defenseman Adam Larsson said. “(Philipp Grubauer) played unreal in 
net, and we scored on our chances. I thought we were pretty solid 
defensively, too. PK was good. We did a lot of good things today.” 

During the losing streak, every defeat generated more discussion about 
what was going wrong. The slow starts. The inability to quickly come 
back from those starts. The notion that the Kraken needed more help 
from their goaltending. Their willingness to be open about how they were 
getting away from their identity as an aggressive forechecking team 
during the moments when they should have been using it the most. 

Yet, what happened in the first period was enough to suggest a change 
could be coming. The Capitals took the early lead, but the Kraken kept 
pushing. It was evident by the way they kept working for shots. Or how 
when Connor McMichael became the latest opponent to burst through on 
a breakaway but was denied by Philipp Grubauer to keep the game 
within reach, something the Kraken had failed to do during the skid. 

Jared McCann’s power-play goal tied the score. Perhaps that was the 
most prominent sign that the Kraken could be in store for a different fate. 

“I think after the first (save), you gotta make the next one and the next 
one and the next one, right?” said Grubauer, who made a season-high 
37 saves. “It’s all about plays at the right time, at the right moment. It 
does not matter if it is a save, if it is a hit, blocking shots, I think that was 
huge today. I think that’s one of the first games where we actually got in 
shooting lanes and blocked some shots, and those were at key moments 
of the game and, obviously, scoring goals at the right time.” 

Usually, the Kraken are methodical about trying to get chances, in the 
sense that they are willing to search for the perfect shot that fits within 
their system. But their second goal was systematic in a much different 
manner. For one, the Kraken were able to extend their offensive zone 
time. Morgan Geekie was able to hold up possession, shield the puck 
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and draw a penalty that gave the Kraken a six-on-five while still 
extending a shift that ended with Jaden Schwartz scoring for a 2-1 lead. 

Or how less than a minute later, the Kraken were able to break out into 
transition and create the type of odd-man rush that has worked against 
them, but this time was finished by Larsson for a 3-1 lead. 

Again, it was not just that. 

One of the most stunning moments from their last loss was seeing 
Brandon Tanev smash his stick on his way to the dressing room at the 
end of the second period. One of the more honest assessments came 
later that evening from Kraken captain Mark Giordano, who said that he 
and his teammates were guilty of doing too much. Knowing this is what 
made their efforts within a span of 15 seconds so memorable. 

The puck sailed into the Kraken’s zone and Tanev used his speed, one 
of the elements that have made him so revered, to challenge Jonas 
Siegenthaler in a race. He was able to get there first, and when a loose 
puck came closer to Grubauer, it was Giordano who dropped to the ice 
and sacrificed his body to ensure a clean shot would not make it on net 
during his shift. 

Schwartz returned to that aggressive forecheck and finished with four 
points. His awareness led to a turnover and the ability to set up in the 
other end. By then, the puck made its way to Calle Jarnkrok. Schwartz 
was patient and found the right moment to beat Vitek Vanecek and give 
the Kraken a 3-1 lead. 

“We really felt like that’s what we needed to get out of this streak,” 
Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said of those plays. “It’s been tough. It’s not 
a lot of fun. I believe our players coming out of two nights ago, that 
hockey game, that stings. That stings, and it stays with you. The 
atmosphere in our building also stays with you. It’s probably a little bit of 
that mindset of how much support we had two nights ago on a crappy 
night and then to be able to come out tonight and do what we could to 
reward the people up there and most importantly, take pride in our 
standard tonight, and that’s what happened.” 

How this game will be measured depends on whom you ask. Some will 
say it’s just one game. But it was a game in which the Kraken staved off 
a barrage of 22 third-period shots from a perennial playoff team. The 
Kraken played their most consistent game in quite some time. A 
contrarian, however, will argue that the Capitals were coming off the 
second game of a back-to-back in the final contest of a four-game West 
Coast trip. Those in that audience will also point out how the Caps were 
missing key players such as Nicklas Backstrom, Lars Eller, T.J. Oshie 
and Conor Sheary. 

Wednesday’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes might help in 
determining if this was just a one-off or the start of something new. 

Practically every player went into some level of detail about what was 
said or done before Sunday. Grubauer joked about how he played in 
places where fans threw beer cans after losses and how Kraken fans 
have remained devout. He shared how much it resonated with him and 
the team when those who stayed through the 7-3 loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche on Friday loudly cheered the first Kraken goal after team was 
already trailing by seven. 

Jarnkrok did not offer as much detail as Grubauer. But he did have what 
might have been the most memorable exchange. He talked about how 
the Kraken knew they needed to play in five-minute shifts and why 
implementing an easy and simple approach could lead to a desired result 
if everyone was on board. 

Many players have said the same thing over the past six games. So what 
made it different this time? 

“I mean, maybe because we are sick and tired of losing games!” Jarnkrok 
said. 
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Summer remake shaken by injuries as Flyers try to regroup while facing 
killer schedule | Sam Carchidi 

 

Sam Carchidi4-5 minutes 

 

It’s easy to feel sorry for Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher. He 
made some bold offseason moves and appeared to have his team 
headed in the right direction before injuries to Ryan Ellis and Kevin 
Hayes slowed the Great Redemption March. 

Oh, the Flyers, on paper, look to be doing just fine. They are 8-5-3 and in 
a playoff spot despite playing in the league’s best division. 

But they are trending in the wrong direction after suffering back-to-back 
losses for the first time this season, falling to Tampa Bay and Boston. 
And with their next three games against elite teams — at Tampa Bay, at 
Florida, and home against Carolina — this stretch could become known 
as the Fatal Five if the losing streak continues and the Flyers don’t 
recover. 

We will learn a lot about the Flyers as their schedule gets downright 
nasty and they next face three teams with a combined 36-8-6 record 
heading into Sunday. 

“We’re going on the road and it won’t get easier; those teams are really 
good,” center Derick Brassard said after scoring two goals in Saturday’s 
5-2 loss to Boston at the Wells Fargo Center. That defeat followed 
Thursday’s 4-3 shootout defeat, also at home, against Tampa Bay. 

Until those two games, the Flyers were winning games because their 
goaltenders were outstanding, and their defense, which is much more 
physical this season thanks to the addition of Rasmus Ristolainen, was 
keeping shots to the outside. 

Leaks appearing 

But leaks are starting to appear on the ship. This is far from the Titanic, 
but with three elite opponents on the horizon, Alain Vigneault may soon 
be handing out life jackets. 

The next three games are important for the Flyers, who need to stop their 
slide and show that, no, they aren’t the same team that slogged through 
last season. 

Lose all three and Fletcher might get itchy to recall center Morgan Frost 
and defenseman Cam York from the AHL’s Phantoms. 

Stay competitive and get, say, three out of a possible six points in those 
games, and Fletcher will likely keep those two hotshot prospects at 
Lehigh Valley for more seasoning. 

The Flyers have had a defense-first mentality for most of their 16 games 
and, although they haven’t been as much fun to watch as high-scoring 
teams like Florida, Edmonton or Colorado, it has been relatively effective. 

An anomaly 

Saturday’s loss to high-powered Boston was more of a flashback to last 
season. The Flyers started slowly and chased the game. They allowed a 
season-high 44 shots — backup goalie Martin Jones was under siege 
from the outset — but this game was an anomaly compared to the 
season’s first five-plus weeks. 

Carter Hart will try to steady things Tuesday in Tampa. The 23-year-old 
goaltender has looked like the guy who took the NHL by storm earlier in 
his young career, and he figures to keep the Flyers close in most games 
he plays, even with their popgun offense and their flawed power play. 
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Ah, the popgun offense. It is, by far, the Flyers’ biggest concern, and it is 
causing their goalies to play almost flawlessly to win games. 

If you take away an empty-net tally, the Flyers have scored two or fewer 
goals in 10 of their last 11 games. And they needed a miracle finish — 
after Tampa just missed an empty-net goal, Claude Giroux scored on a 
six-on-five with 8.1 seconds left in regulation — in the only game in which 
the Flyers scored three goals in that span. 

Clearly, the offense misses Hayes. 

And the defense, which has played admirably and is allowing 2.63 goals 
per game — nearly a goal fewer per game that last season — is starting 
to show signs it misses Ellis, the team’s biggest offseason addition. 

Those injuries, along with others to promising right winger Wade Allison 
and defenseman Samuel Morin, have cut into the Flyers’ depth and 
damaged Fletcher’s ambitious summer remake. Now the Flyers need 
players like James van Riemsdyk (two goals), Oskar Lindblom (no goals, 
minus-4), and Keith Yandle (no goals, minus-7) to step up before 
mediocrity sets in. Again. 
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Flyers 2024-25 roster projection: What’s a realistic trajectory for 
Philadelphia’s current core? 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 14m ago 

 

For most of the 2010s, the narrative surrounding the Philadelphia Flyers 
could be boiled down to one word: future. 

Sure, the on-ice product during the Ron Hextall era wasn’t exactly 
enthralling. But the belief (or hope) of the fan base was that given time, 
the young talent that Hextall and his front office had stockpiled would 
return the Flyers to prominence. 

Today, that future is more unclear than ever. 

Right now, the Flyers are in a strange middle ground. Hextall’s 
successor, Chuck Fletcher, has clearly pivoted to more of a win-now 
approach and proved it by trading the team’s 2021 first-round pick and 
swapping two once-blue chip youngsters (Philippe Myers and Nolan 
Patrick) for a 30-year old veteran top-pair defenseman in Ryan Ellis. But 
the reality is a bit more complex. For starters, the Flyers aren’t “winning 
now” quite yet — they’re tied for a wild card spot in the Eastern 
Conference and have won as many games (eight) as they’ve lost. On the 
flip side, Fletcher has yet to touch the team’s prospect pool in his 
attempts to improve the NHL roster, and while it’s not as strong as it once 
was during the height of the Hextall reload, it’s still a deep group. 

So where exactly does the organization stand? Can the Flyers rely upon 
internal reinforcements to push them into true contention? Or is it going 
to take multiple tweaks and additions from the outside to realistically put 
them in that conversation? 

Welcome to the Flyers’ roster projection for 2024-25. 

Some ground rules for the exercise. First, we’re assuming that all players 
who will remain under team control (via restricted free agency status) 
through 2024-25 will remain, even if their current contracts expire. 
Second, current players who will hit UFA status before 2024-25 will be 
included on a case-by-case basis. Third, for the purposes of the exercise, 
we’re not making any trades or outside UFA signings. That just adds too 
much guesswork and defeats the entire purpose of the exercise, which is 
gaining a better understanding of where the Flyers would stand in three 
years if they simply embark on a conservative, stay-the-course approach. 
Finally, we’re not going to worry about the salary cap — there are just too 

many variables involved from the exact cap ceiling in 2024 to the size of 
each extended player’s new contract to the simple fact that they’ll likely 
be under the cap anyway if they fill out their roster with cheaper 
prospects (as we’re largely doing here). 

What might that type of roster look like three years down the line? Let’s 
start with the forwards. 

Left wing 

Center 

Right wing 

Joel Farabee (24) 

Sean Couturier (32) 

Travis Konecny (27) 

Claude Giroux (36) 

Morgan Frost (25) 

Tyson Foerster (22) 

Oskar Lindblom (28) 

Kevin Hayes (32) 

Wade Allison (26) 

Zayde Wisdom (22) 

Scott Laughton (30) 

Cam Atkinson (35) 

Noah Cates (25) 

Tanner Laczynski (27) 

Six players are locks for the forward corps in this exercise, simply 
because they’ll still be under contract in 2024-25 (we’re not doing 
buyouts here): Sean Couturier, Travis Konecny, Joel Farabee, Kevin 
Hayes, Scott Laughton and Cam Atkinson. The first three make up the 
Flyers’ new-look top line, while the latter three — all in their 30s by this 
point — slide down the lineup to accommodate the newcomers. 

And those newcomers? Morgan Frost is already banging on the door for 
another NHL call-up, and given the dearth of scoring center prospects in 
the organization, in this exercise he pretty much has to be penciled into a 
top-nine pivot spot. We’ll assume that Wade Allison returns healthy from 
his ankle sprain, builds off his strong close to 2020-21 and establishes 
himself as a useful middle-six power winger. Tyson Foerster will be 22 
and four years removed from being drafted; it’s reasonable to expect that 
he’ll have cracked the NHL lineup by this point. 

Then, the Flyers have heaps of prospects theoretically capable of 
becoming useful bottom-sixers. Likely-to-be fan-favorite Zayde Wisdom 
could be ready by this point, and if he’s not, players like Noah Cates 
(assuming he signs with the organization upon the conclusion of his 
college career) and Tanner Laczynski could factor into the bottom of the 
lineup as well. 

That brings us to the two veterans who will need to sign new contracts 
with the Flyers in order to remain in the mix three years down the line: 
Claude Giroux and Oskar Lindblom. Giroux and the Flyers will obviously 
need to make a decision at the end of the 2021-22 season as to whether 
Giroux will stay. It’s not out of the realm of possibility he’ll relocate, but 
Giroux has always publicly stated he’d like to finish his career in 
Philadelphia and if his start to this season is any indication he’s got more 
than a few more good years left. As for Lindblom, he’s struggled to 
recapture his pre-diagnosis form, but one assumes the Flyers will give 
him every chance to do so; if he does regain his status as a quality NHL 
middle-six forward, he feels like the kind of player who the front office will 
see as a key glue piece given his character and popularity in the dressing 
room. 
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Are there some lineup based assumptions here? Sure, and we’ll address 
them later. Farabee and Konecny haven’t proven yet to be nightly first-
line caliber wingers. Couturier will be 32 going on 33 when this season 
begins, and might not be 1C caliber anymore. Atkinson on the fourth line 
assumes that he slowly morphs into a Sami Kapanen-type player as he 
moves into his mid-30s. Giroux delivering second-line caliber results at 
36 obviously is a leap of faith. And that’s not even counting the prospects 
and their uncertain development paths. But it’s still a plausible stay-the-
course mix. 

Now, onto the defense and goaltending. 

Left defense 

Right defense 

Ivan Provorov (27) 

Ryan Ellis (33) 

Cam York (23) 

Rasmus Ristolainen (29) 

Egor Zamula (24) 

Ronnie Attard (25) 

Linus Hogberg (26) 

Goalies 

Carter Hart (26) 

Samuel Ersson (24) 

If the Flyers did look to simply supplement their existing defense group 
with their top prospects, they’ll still likely be faced with a looming choice 
over the next two seasons: Travis Sanheim (whose contract expires after 
2022-23) or Rasmus Ristolainen (expires after this season). Obviously in 
this exercise, Ristolainen remains. Why? 

Sanheim may have the longer track record of positive even strength 
results. But it’s not difficult to envision a scenario where Cam York and 
Egor Zamula — both skilled, left-handed shooting blueliners like Sanheim 
— prove ready to take his spot behind Provorov on the second and third 
pairs. On the other hand, Ristolainen shoots right-handed and brings a 
more distinct, unique skill set to the table — something the Flyers’ front 
office certainly values, as they proved when they traded a large package 
of picks and players this summer to acquire him in the first place. It’s still 
early, and Ristolainen’s results could still regress back to Buffalo levels. 
But he’s been fine thus far, and making a solid case to be retained to a 
management group already positively predisposed to him in the first 
place. And if Provorov, Ellis and Ristolainen are all on (lucrative) 
contracts, it becomes more difficult to justify re-signing Sanheim, 
especially with York and Zamula on the way. 

As for the rest of the blue line, Ronnie Attard is still in college and yet to 
be signed by the organization, but assuming he does put pen to paper, 
he’s the team’s top RHD prospect and is pretty much physically ready for 
the NHL already. View Linus Högberg as something of an internal stand-
in for a depth option, with the knowledge that these spots often go to 
cheap veteran signings like Nick Seeler. 

Carter Hart’s current contract may expire prior to the start of 2024-25, but 
the Flyers will still retain RFA control, and especially in the wake of his 
big-time rebound to start this season, it’s tough to see them letting him 
leave. He again looks like their franchise goalie. With Ersson and Felix 
Sandström, they have at least two goalies with NHL backup potential 
currently in the system and playing professional hockey in North 
America; right now, Sandström’s results have been better, but Ersson 
has the better track record of success in Sweden. An internal backup 
goalie plan probably consists of one of the two. 

Looking at the Flyers’ possible roster come 2024-25 with no outside 
additions is only half an analysis, of course. The idea that the Flyers 

won’t make any outside additions over the next three seasons is just as 
foolish as the concept that each of Philadelphia’s top prospects will 
become above-average NHL players in their projected roles. 

Why? Because unless a number of things break their way in terms of 
internal development, the Flyers are staring at quite a few potential roster 
holes in three years. 

Let’s knock the prospects out of the picture for a second, and stick only 
with the existing NHL players under contract and the four — Giroux, Hart, 
Lindblom and Ristolainen — that we re-signed. Then, we’ll place each 
player in what can reasonably be called his “ideal” spot, based on past 
performance and likely aging curves. 

And that leaves the Flyers with quite a few gaps, in some major places. 

1st line 

2nd line 

Joel Farabee (24) 

Sean Couturier (32) 

Travis Konecny (27) 

3rd line 

Claude Giroux (36) 

Kevin Hayes (32) 

Cam Atkinson (35) 

4th line 

Oskar Lindblom (28) 

Scott Laughton (30) 

Extras 

Left defense 

Right defense 

1st pair 

Ivan Provorov (27) 

2nd pair 

Ryan Ellis (33) 

3rd pair 

Rasmus Ristolainen (29) 

Extras 

Goalie 

No. 1 

Carter Hart (26) 

No. 2 

The biggest future issue facing the Flyers in three years is simple — a 
potential lack of high-end talent, particularly up front. Right now, their two 
best forwards are Giroux and Couturier. Giroux — assuming he’s still in 
Philadelphia and playing hockey — will be 36 when the 2024-25 season 
begins. Couturier, while the hope is certainly that he ages gracefully 
similarly to Patrice Bergeron, will be 32, and it’s not a guarantee he’ll still 
be a slam-dunk 1C at that age, either. 

So who fills those gaps? It’s a fantastic question. 

Now, there are plausible solutions, to be sure. Maybe Couturier will 
simply remain great well into his 30s, as Bergeron has. Perhaps one (or 
both) of Konecny (he’ll be 27 in three seasons) and Farabee (24) will 
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ultimately develop into clear-cut first-line wingers, rather than merely 
showing extended flashes of such talent followed by stretches of looking 
more like quality depth scorers. Maybe a prospect like Frost or Foerster 
or Allison or Bobby Brink or Samu Tuomaala will explode onto the scene 
and prove to be a surprise star. None of these outcomes are impossible. 

But they’re also not ones that the front office should be counting on. The 
need for an infusion of high-end skill up front is prevalent now, but as the 
years pass and both Couturier and Giroux continue to age, it’s only going 
to become more pressing, unless one of the younger forwards takes a 
big leap in the coming seasons. 

The three-years-gone gaps in the defense are a bit more manageable. 
Provorov, at 27, should still be able to provide first-pair caliber results 
given the right partner. York and Zamula are looming in the pipeline, and 
it’s reasonable to guess that at least one of them will turn into a useful 
second-pair LHD. The question then becomes just how much Ellis will 
have left in the tank come age 33, because aside from Ristolainen 
suddenly flourishing in a top-pair role after struggling there in Buffalo, the 
Flyers don’t have much in the way of a backup plan beyond Attard, who 
doesn’t appear to have impact, first-pair upside. 

Goaltending? Well, that’s where the organization’s best hope for a 
homegrown star from the Hextall retool remains, in the form of Hart, who 
will be just 26 and in the midst of his prime. The netminder position 
remains a fickle one — as Flyers fans were harshly reminded in 2020-21 
— but last season is looking more and more like an anomaly for Hart. If 
that proves to be the case, the Flyers only need to supplement him with a 
quality backup (either homegrown or veteran) and they should be fine at 
the position. 

At forward and defense, however, let’s just say that Fletcher still has 
work to do if he wants to adequately position the Flyers for legitimate 
contention three years down the road. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks find new way to lose as list of what 'should have' 
been different grows 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

November 22, 2021, 1:11 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Marc-Andre Fleury’s downgrade didn’t help the 
Vancouver Canucks. But then, not much helps them these days. 

Traded in July from the top-tier Vegas Golden Knights to the bottom-tier 
Chicago Blackhawks, Fleury still played like a Vezina Trophy winner on 
Sunday with a 40-save shutout against the Canucks, who lost 1-0 in a 
game they should have won by a couple of goals. 

The words “should have” have become like an extension of the 
Vancouver franchise’s name. Like, the Canucks Should Have done this, 
or the Canucks Should Have done that. But what they actually did 
Sunday was lose for the 10th time in 13 games. 

They’ve lost playing badly, and they’ve lost several times while playing 
well. Their solid play during a three-game homestand that generated only 
one win may have saved the jobs of general manager Jim Benning and 
head coach Travis Green for now, but it did little to save the Canucks’ 
National Hockey League season. 

The team doesn’t even pass the quarter-pole until after Wednesday’s 
game in Pittsburgh, the start of another five-game trip, but already the 6-
11-2 Canucks are five points out of a playoff spot in the Western 

Conference and that deficit has almost always proven insurmountable for 
NHL teams at U.S. Thanksgiving. 

“I'm tired, tired of making excuses,” Canucks captain Bo Horvat said. 
“Again, we've got to find a way to score. At the end of the day, we didn’t 
get the job done. There is good we can take out of it... but it wasn’t good 
enough.” 

Winger Conor Garland said: “It stinks obviously. It would have been nice 
to win this one and hit the road with some confidence. There's a lot of 
hockey left, so we've just got to keep going. We played pretty well again; 
it sucks saying that when your record doesn't look great. We just have to 
find a way to win some games.” 

That’s plural. The Canucks are having a hard time winning singular. They 
found a new way to lose on Sunday, blanked for the first time this 
season. 

Of course, it would be by Fleury, the 36-year-old future Hall of Famer 
who is now 13-0-2 in his last 15 games against Vancouver. 

Awful at the beginning of this season, along with the Blackhawks, Fleury 
has won his last four starts, allowing only five goals in 140 shots. 

A hot goalie is what losing looks like when you are the Canucks. 

But here’s what else losing looks like: four goal posts, rung Sunday by 
Canucks Tanner Pearson, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Elias Pettersson and 
Brock Boeser; a power-play that generated 13 shots on four advantages 
but still couldn’t find a way to score; a winning goal by Blackhawk 
Brandon Hagel on a deflection at 4:12 of the third period – just after the 
winger probably should have been penalized for chopping down Canuck 
J.T. Miller at the other end of the ice. 

This is how you lose when outshooting a tired team 30-13 through two 
periods. 

“A tough game to lose,” Canucks coach Travis Green lamented. “You 
lose 1-0, especially the way we played, it's a tough game to lose. “It's 
frustrating that we lost tonight (but) I'm not disappointed in how we 
played. We'd probably take that game every night, probably win it eight or 
nine times out of 10. I'm just being honest with how we played.” 

Yeah, well, it’s probably not what people want to hear or many will even 
believe. People choose their facts, now. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

Struggling Boeser had only one shot on net (plus his second-period post) 
for the Canucks, but equally dormant linemate Pettersson had five shots 
and nine attempts, which was encouraging. The $13-million-US duo has 
combined for one assist in the last six games. 

The Vancouver forwards who have been scoring, Miller and Garland, 
combined for 10 shots. But only one of them is happy with his game 
lately. 

“I don't think I'm playing that great right now to be honest with you,” 
Miller, who leads the Canucks with 19 points, 47 hits and 21:39 of 
average ice time among forwards, told reporters. “I think I’m finding ways 
to contribute at other ends of the rink, but offensively, I mean, I feel like I 
have a whole other gear to get to and I think I could help this team a lot 
more. 

“I don't think I'm creating that much five-on-five. That's frustrating for me. 
I know I have more. I feel like I'm a leader on this team and I need to be 
better, and I think a lot of onus is on me in that regard.” 

If you listed the Canucks most culpable for this false start, Miller would be 
in the bottom five. 

“I'm pretty frustrated right now,” he said. “But, you know, we need to 
mentally be tough right now and keep bringing our game like we've been 
talking about for the last little while. It's going to come, I think.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.22.2021 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 22, 2021 

 

1227240 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Vladar posts another shutout as Flames' goalies continue 
dream-like season 

 

Eric Francis 

November 22, 2021, 12:17 AM 

 

Much like the rest of the hockey world, Dan Vladar was having a hard 
time believing what had just unfolded. 

“If you would have told me yesterday I’d have a shutout I wouldn’t have 
believed you,” said the Calgary Flames backup goaltender after posting 
his second consecutive goose egg in a 4-0 win Sunday over his former 
Boston Bruins teammates. 

“We’ve got to keep this going because winning hockey games is fun. It’s 
just in a dream right now.” 

A dream of historic proportions. 

En route to their early perch atop the Western Conference standings, the 
Flames have now posted a remarkable seven shutouts in their first 19 
games. 

It’s the first time a team has done that since — wait for it — the NHL 
started allowing offensive forward passes in 1929. 

Vladar: 'If you told me yesterday that I'd get a shutout I wouldn't believe 
you' 

Even the most skeptical of Flames observers agreed Darryl Sutter’s 
system would bolster the team’s defensive stats. 

But this is a tad other-worldly. 

Out-duelling the goalkeeper the Bruins chose to keep over him this 
summer, Jeremy Swayman, Vladar stopped all 27 shots he faced as part 
of a homecoming he wouldn’t allow himself to get too wrapped up in. 

“I wasn’t trying to think about who I was playing against because 
obviously I’ve got a bunch of friends on the Bruins team,” said Vladar, 
who spent six years with the Bruins after being drafted 75th overall in 
2015. 

“It was my mindset to come here and not to laugh around with guys — I 
wasn’t even saying ‘hi’ to them before the game. I was trying to focus on 
my game and get the W. I wanted to do well. 

"I know who I was playing against and I knew who my family was here. I 
was just fighting for our team and I really feel like a part of this team.” 

Vladar’s shutout was the first for the Flames against Boston since Miikka 
Kiprusoff did the trick in 2005. 

Expect to hear Kipper’s name aplenty the rest of the year as the man 
who is the gold standard for Flames netminding stands to have several of 
his records challenged this season with the duo of Vladar and Jacob 
Markstrom opening the way they have. 

Vladar is now 4-0-1, which is the longest point streak to start a tenure 
with the Flames. 

The Flames traded a third-round pick for the 6-foot-6 Czech revelation 
this summer despite the fact he had just five NHL starts under his belt. 
He was available because the Bruins had to choose between Swayman 
and Vladar as their backup, knowing they’d eventually lose the other via 
waivers. A risky but savvy acquisition made on the recommendation of 
Flames goalie director Jordan Sigalet. 

Getting this start in the TD Garden “he grew up in,” on the back half of a 
back-to-back marks the stiffest test he’s had yet. 

“I wouldn’t say anxious, but I really didn’t want to waste this opportunity,” 
said Vladar, 24. “I wanted to come here and prove to our staff and 
coaches and my teammates I can really play under some pressure 
people might have thought I had today. This one was special and I’m so 
happy it ended up how it ended up.” 

It was all set up by a Johnny Gaudreau opener that set the table 89 
seconds and marked the 12th road game in a row the Flames have 
scored first. 

From there the Flames did well to stay on the right side of the puck to 
grind away on a Bruins club until midway through the evening, one of the 
area’s native sons, Noah Hanifin, made it 2-0. 

A shorthanded goal by Andrew Mangiapane early in the third was quickly 
followed by a dagger by Mikael Backlund that left only the shutout in 
question. 

Or was it really ever in question? 

“He was solid,” said Sutter of Vladar, whose big body did well to make 
the bulk of his saves look far more routine than they were. “His team was 
really good in front of him. There wasn’t a whole lot of second chances. 

"Boston is a team that goes to the net and crashes, gets guys in front of 
the net. A lot of screens and things like that. Our defence did a good job 
in front of him.” 

Everyone did, as the buy-in couldn’t be more obvious given just how 
taxing the team’s seven-game road-trip was. 

The win gave the Flames 10 of a possible 14 points on an eastern roadie 
that ended with three straight wins and a 4-1-2 record. 

Their 9-2-2 road record is tops in the league, as is their plus-27 goal 
differential. 

Shocking, all. 

“I think this is our eighth game in 13 days with two back-to-backs,” Sutter 
said. “Give the players credit. It’s not easy.” 

Oh, they’re getting plenty of credit these days, to be sure. The Flames 
are now 11-1-2 against the east, but have yet to beat a team from the 
west. They’ll start getting that chance Tuesday when they open a three-
game homestand against Chicago. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

LOCAL BOYS SHINE 

The Flames’ first two goals came from Boston College grads Gaudreau 
and Hanifin, who are both on a tear of late. 

Gaudreau’s goal gives him 22 points, which is good for fourth in the 
league. His father, Guy, was in attendance, after driving six hours to see 
his son play yet another game on the eastern swing. 

Hanifin’s first goal of the year was his fourth point in the last two games 
and it came with plenty of family in the stands as well. The Boston native 
has 11 points in 14 games against the Bruins — the most of any team in 
the NHL. 

“It’s always fun coming home to play in Boston – every time I come here 
it’s always such a blast,” Hanifin said. “To get the win and play as good 
as we did as a team was great.” 

Clearly plenty of Bostonians remember the role Milan Lucic played in 
their 2011 Stanley Cup win, prompting the “Loooooch” chant several 
times throughout the game. 

Mangiapane has no ties to the area but continues to be a fascinating and 
prominent part of the Flames success, adding his shorthanded goal to 
essentially secure the win. His league-leading 14th road goal was his 
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15th snipe of the season and it came with Team Canada general 
manager Doug Armstrong in attendance. If he is to make the Olympic 
team it would be as a depth forward whose forechecking ability and 
penalty killing skills would be called upon. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 6 Maple Leafs takeaways: Unlikely bet on Woll pays off 

 

Luke Fox 

November 22, 2021, 1:44 AM 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs used to be guilty of letting their bad games 
snowball into a bad week. 

Lately? One loss is but a pothole in an otherwise smooth ride through the 
regular season. 

Responding decisively to Saturday’s blank sheet at the hand of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, the Leafs flipped the script on a COVID-hit New 
York Islanders squad that has yet to find its stride a quarter of the way 
into the season. 

Outshooting the Isles 40-20 and outscoring them 3-0, Toronto gifted 
fresh-faced Joseph Woll with his first NHL shutout in just his second NHL 
game and stretched its road win streak to four, outscoring the enemy 14-
6 during that run. 

Here are six takeaways from the Leafs’ 11th victory in their past 13 
games. 

The Brick Woll is undefeated — believe it 

Prospect Joseph Woll was leaned on heavily in last week’s NHL debut, a 
big win in Buffalo, was perfect Sunday in his second-ever start. 

Tucking that first game under his belt, the 23-year-old figures, gave him a 
mental boost heading into UBS. 

“I just felt different this week. I feel more part of the team. I’m a little more 
comfortable here, and I’m just excited to go play some hockey again,” 
Woll said Saturday night. 

“The biggest thing for me is probably adjusting to the speed. Guys can 
make the plays a little bit faster, and they’re pretty smart players up here. 
It’s just making sure I’m getting in the right spots quickly and giving 
myself a little more time to react and let the game come to me. 

“The biggest thing for me is to understand it’s just another hockey game 
and go play like I can.” 

Just another hockey game, eh? 

Just another win for a guy who started the season as Toronto's fourth-
string goaltender. 

“Whenever a goalie gets a shutout, it’s definitely not fair to just say it was 
all him or even mostly him,” said Woll, whose workload was limited to just 
20 shots. “It really starts with how the team plays, and it was 
unbelievable.” 

Tavares still the man they love to hate 

The one guy who has served as captain of both franchises has nothing 
but great things to say about his old team’s new barn. 

After years jockeying between a rink too small on the Island and one too 
big in Brooklyn, the Isles have their Goldilocks, their just right. 

This weekend, they cut the ribbon on their very own $1.5-billion UBS 
Arena at Belmont Park, in Elmont, N.Y. 

"It's tremendous for the franchise and fanbase, something that's been 
kind of hanging over them for a long time, probably decades,” Tavares 
said. “Not only is it a new building, it's their building. And it [comes with] a 
contending team, a really good team that people look at as a constant 
favourite now. It’s a testament to what they’ve done." 

Hours before another return to the city that drafted him first overall in 
2009, Tavares reflected on his most cherished memories from Nassau 
Coliseum (first game, first goal) and Barclays Center (double-OT playoff 
winner versus Florida). And, yes, he remembered what it was like to 
make the long commute into the heart of Brooklyn to play in a stadium 
built for basketball. 

“Yeah, it was different. I [hopped the train] a little bit, carpooled a few 
times,” Tavares said. “It wasn't ideal. But being negative or worrying 
about a situation like that, I don't think was the right way to approach it — 
especially when you have to play 41 times in a building.” 

By all accounts, UBS is magnificent and — with a low roof and steep 
seating — loud. A deserving hockey cathedral for the patient faithful. 

But one thing hasn’t changed: Islanders fans still booed Tavares every 
time he touched the puck. 

The Leafs’ PK is A-OK 

The positive turnaround of Toronto’s power play has overshadowed the 
superb work new assistant coach Dean Chenoweth has done with its 4-
on-5 strategy. 

After years of steady decline in the area, the Leafs’ PK has become one 
of the most aggressive and effective in the league. 

What Toronto’s third-ranked kill (88.7 per cent) had not accomplished 
until Sunday was score shorthanded. 

Mitch Marner did just that, opening the scoring in the first period in a 4-
on-3 situation. 

Marner was sprung for his second career shortie with a beautiful three-
zone, cross-ice pass from Jake Muzzin, and he let his magic feet do the 
rest: 

“When your penalty kill is feeling it, they are confident, and they tend to 
hold onto the puck a little bit longer, and sometimes they can catch 
teams like that,” Keefe said. 

“It was a huge goal for us, and more importantly it was a huge kill at an 
important time of the game.” 

Bunting is incredible on the draws (not that kind) 

Michael Bunting drew two more minor penalties Sunday, increasing his 
total to 13 on the year. 

That ties the winger with Tampa Bay’s Anthony Cirelli for the most in the 
whole league. 

“It's absolutely a skill. It's a competitive thing,” Keefe says. “First of all, 
you got to get yourself into spots that are contentious, then you've got to 
keep your feet moving, and you've got to escape out of traffic with pucks. 
It’s a skill, and one that's not easily transferable to others. 

“It's something that obviously is important, something that he brings to 
our team.” 

Marner and Alexander Kerfoot share a distant second among Leafs in 
penalties drawn (six apiece). 

Is Matthews or Tavares better suited to be Marner's centre? 

Left-wing shuffle continues 
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As much as Keefe wanted to give Nick Ritchie another decent run on the 
top line, the lack of even-strength production from Marner and Matthews 
has necessitated a second demotion. 

So, while the coach appears to have (more or less) settled on four 
centreman–right wing pairings — Matthews-Marner, Tavares-Nylander, 
Kämpf-Kase, Spezza-Simmonds — the left-wing carousel continued 
Sunday. 

Ritchie was tried on the third line, Bunting leapt to the top unit, and Pierre 
Engvall slipped to Line 4. 

Ritchie played a key role in Toronto’s second goal, by driving hard on the 
forecheck, getting a puck to David Kämpf, who fed Ondrej Kase for his 
fifth. 

And Bunting had a heckuva game, working a give-and-go with Marner for 
the Leafs’ third goal. 

“Ritch and Kase have got history playing together in Anaheim, and it’s 
been productive,” Keefe said. “So it’s something we’ve been thinking of 
doing for quite some time and thought today was the right night.” 

Shawn McKenzie ate a blue and orange chicken sandwich 

His astute culinary review? “Not bad.” 

JFK 2 LAX 

The Maple Leafs’ roadie heads three time zones to the left, as they are 
bound for California for dates against Los Angeles (Wednesday), San 
Jose (Friday) and Anaheim (Sunday) this week. 

“A lot of great memories there. A lot of great friends,” says former King 
Jack Campbell, slated to start against the team that traded him away. 

“It’s a business trip, so want to get out there and get some wins.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / THE TRAILBLAZER  

 

By Kristina Rutherford ,in Seattle 

 

Cammi Granato inspired an entire generation of American hockey 
players. Now, as a scout with the Seattle Kraken, she’s breaking new 
barriers in the game she’s helped grow. 

C ammi Granato is watching the Seattle Kraken’s morning skate ahead 
of the first home game in franchise history and her biceps are hurting. 
The Hall of Famer has been in the city less than 24 hours, but it’s been 
go, go, go, since she arrived. 

Last night, Granato was here at Climate Pledge Arena for a Coldplay 
concert — she’s a big fan, especially of their old stuff. She was singing 
along, up in a box, though she wished at times she’d been down on the 
floor, dancing. And then earlier this morning, Granato was wearing a 
Kraken jersey with her name and No. 21 on the back, standing as high as 
a person can safely stand on Seattle’s Space Needle, yanking on a rope 
to raise a Kraken flag to the Needle’s very top. That explains the sore 
arms. 

The Kraken scout who was nearly 600 feet in the air about an hour ago is 
now just below ground level, sitting in the arena’s lower bowl among a 
handful of the team’s front office staff, including director of hockey 
strategy and research, Alexandra Mandrycky. A couple weeks ago, 
Mandrycky, Granato and GM Ron Francis were in a box at Rogers Arena 
for a pre-season game against the Vancouver Canucks. “Cammi and I 
kind of looked at each other and said, ‘This might be the first time women 

have ever outnumbered men in a GM box in the league,’” Mandrycky 
says. “I think we’ve had a lot of moments like that.” 

When the skate ends, Granato gets up from her seat, and the bottom of 
the Kraken jersey she had on for the flag-raising peeks out below her 
zipped-up black rain jacket — those Kraken blues really do pop. “You 
could’ve just gotten out on the ice with the guys,” Mandrycky says. 
Granato smiles and shakes her head. “After pulling that flag up, my 
biceps are just…” she says, scrunching her face up. Her slap shot 
probably wouldn’t have its usual zip. 

This is Cammi Granato’s first full-time job in hockey since she was still 
out on the ice as the greatest American woman to play this game, and 
one of the greatest the sport has ever witnessed, period. The first to 
captain her team to Olympic hockey gold, and inducted in the first-ever 
Hockey Hall of Fame class to include women, Granato, now 50, has 
added “first female professional NHL scout” to her resume. That last first 
could’ve come a lot sooner if Granato’s primary focus was trailblazing. 
She has had ample opportunity to return to the game since she last 
made her mark on the ice 15 years ago, but it wasn’t until the Kraken 
recruited her to help build their team back in 2019 that Granato 
committed. The timing and nature of the role were good fits for her family, 
but that doesn’t tell the whole story. “To be honest, the job that I got here 
in Seattle was so refreshing,” Granato says, now seated on the 
concourse level while the team’s electric Zamboni hums across the ice. 
“So refreshing. It felt like I was back in the game in a really healthy 
environment.” 

Ah, yes, a healthy environment. Those words are beautifully refreshing in 
and of themselves. Hockey’s unhealthy environment is the focus these 
days — the stain on the Chicago Blackhawks for burying alleged sexual 
abuse, and the league’s subsequent failure to take meaningful action will 
forever tarnish the NHL. For hockey fans desperate to cling to something 
that feels even a bit hopeful, Seattle offers somewhere to turn, even if the 
on-ice results aren’t there yet. The team isn’t the answer to all the NHL’s 
problems, of course. Far from it. But seeing Granato here is one of the 
clear signs the Kraken are doing things differently. The fact her hiring 
was deemed “outside-the-box” because of its historic nature is only a 
reflection of the limited box NHL franchises regularly operate within. 
Seattle is signaling change in the way this team is run, and it had to in 
order to land Granato. America’s first female hockey star left this game 
broken-hearted 15 years ago, and she wasn’t going to commit to just any 
opportunity. 

N obody ever really called Granato, “Catherine,” even if that’s the name 
written on her plaque in the Hall of Fame (“Cammi” is in brackets); even if 
that’s what her parents, Natalie and Don, had printed on her birth 
certificate. All six of Natalie and Don’s kids are named after aunts and 
uncles, and Cammi was Cammi from Day 1, a combination of aunts 
Cathy and Mimi. 

All four brothers named for uncles wanted their younger sister to be a 
goalie, so they’d have someone to shoot on. (The other Granato sister, 
Christina, was ruled out since she was into dance and cheerleading.) But 
the boys couldn’t convince Cammi. Instead, she played forward, often 
alongside them and always on boys’ teams until she was 16. 

For a couple summers, Granato played for the Elmhurst Huskies in 
Chicago, where she grew up. Ricky Olczyk, now the Kraken’s assistant 
general manager, was a teammate when they were 15 and 16 years old. 
“She was better than a lot of the guys, there’s no question,” Olczyk says. 
“Very skilled and very smart — such an intelligent player. We wanted 
players who could help us win, and that’s what Cammi could do.” 

“Cammi and I kind of looked at each other and said, ‘This might be the 
first time women have ever outnumbered men in a GM box in the 
league.'” 

It was around that same time, though, that Granato realized that while 
her brothers and teammates were still getting bigger, she wasn’t (she’d 
tap out at five-foot-seven). Her last two years at Downers Grove North 
High School, she didn’t play on a hockey team because, she says, “the 
focus was on hitting.” The American women’s national team had just 
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been established, but there wasn’t yet a world championship or Olympic 
tournament to aspire to. “It really angered me that my brothers were able 
to pursue their dreams, and to the highest level, and I couldn’t,” she says. 
Her plan was to resume hockey in college on a women’s team. 

The trouble was the Granatos’ home phone wasn’t exactly ringing off the 
hook with recruitment calls. So, Granato called a few colleges herself. 
“Nobody wanted me,” she says. Just when she thought she was out of 
options, the assistant coach at Providence College invited her to play for 
the Friars. 

Granato exploded out of the gate as a rookie at Providence. “I remember 
getting out there and feeling like I was relentless. It was like letting me 
out of a cage, you know what I mean?” she says, laughing. “My first 
collegiate game I had three penalties, because I had checking in boys’ 
hockey. And then I was like, ‘Oh boy, I’ve really got to dial it down.’ But I 
was on the ice every day. It was the most incredible thing. And I was one 
of those players, I had to score. I felt like if I didn’t, I wasn’t doing my job.” 

Granato really did her job: She set every school scoring record at 
Providence and led her team to back-to-back ECAC championships. Her 
139 career goals and 256 points still stand as the best numbers posted in 
either the men’s or women’s programs, something Kraken forward 
Brandon Tanev knows well. He attended Providence 20 years after 
Granato. “When I was there, you heard all these stories about her playing 
there, all the points she put up,” Tanev says. “She was one of those 
really special alumni you’d always hear about.” 

The IIHF hosted the first-ever women’s world championship in 1990, 
while Granato was still a student. The moment the 19-year-old got her 
Team USA jersey, she immediately threw it on over her t-shirt. “I was just 
like, ‘I get to do this, right?’” she says. “It was such an honour to get to 
represent my country.” Her older brother, Tony, had earned the 
opportunity for six straight years in the ‘80s, but she never figured she’d 
have the chance herself. 

Granato’s debut on the world stage as a teenager quickly established her 
as one of the best in the game. She had 14 points in five games, and 
though Team USA didn’t win, that tournament in Ottawa started her 
dreaming again about where the game might take her. “I remember 
sitting on the bench during the gold medal game and looking around and 
going, ‘This is the most incredible thing,’” she says. “Even though we 
were losing and we didn’t win gold, I was literally in awe over the moment 
of, ‘Look at where women’s hockey is.’ I had no idea. I had been so 
heartbroken that the women’s game wasn’t like the men’s game and that 
I couldn’t take it as far, and here I am in this 10,000-seat arena with a 
packed crowd that’s loving the game.” 

Eight years later, Granato was selected as captain of the American team 
that went on to win the first Olympic gold in women’s hockey history. It 
was a comeback for the ages in Nagano, too: Granato scored first for the 
U.S., and after the Americans found themselves down 4–1 in the third, 
they answered with six straight goals, including a second from their 
captain. 

“The medal coming over my neck and hitting me, it was so heavy,” 
Granato remembers. “I literally wanted to curl up and cry, because 
there’s so much emotion. You’ve just done almost the impossible. Really, 
from a sports perspective, there was nothing that tops it.” 

On the losing side for Team Canada was Jayna Hefford, and at the time, 
it was devastating. “Looking back, it was nice to see Cammi get that win,” 
says Hefford, herself a four-time Olympic gold medallist, which helps 
explain why the loss stings a bit less these days. “Especially later on in 
my career as I realized how influential she was to our sport, to hockey in 
the United States. She was such a leader and you could tell she was so 
respected within her own group. And then it extended to players like 
myself and others who didn’t know her on a personal level, but could see 
the leadership she brought.” 

Team USA defender Angela Ruggiero, who was on that 1998 
championship team, saw that leadership first-hand from the moment she 
joined the program as a 15-year-old. “Even back then, she was eating 

super healthy and clean — I remember being like, ‘What are you eating 
over there?’ I’m eating kids’ food and she’s like, gluten-free or something, 
even back then,” Ruggiero says, laughing. “That wasn’t common. But she 
was always trying to figure out how to get better. And as I continued to 
play — I played in four Olympics — those are the little things I remember: 
‘You can be better, Angela.’ And it was Cammi who showed me those 
things, and they made a big difference to me.” 

As a player, Granato was a clutch goal-scorer who played with “a level of 
grace,” as Hefford puts it. (Granato got in only a handful of scrum-type 
fights in her career, including one with Hayley Wickenheiser that left 
Granato with a cut above her upper lip and the only two stitches she’s 
ever needed.) “She was the best in the game at scoring goals. She’d 
always score on the backdoor of the power play,” Hefford says. “You 
knew exactly where she was going to be, and you still couldn’t stop it. 
That killed us in a lot of circumstances.” 

Ruggiero, the future Hall of Fame defenceman, went up against Granato 
a lot in practice and found shiftiness, smarts and unpredictability made 
Granato tough to stop. “When she was in front of the net she seemed to 
find the back of the net,” Ruggiero says. “I hate comparing [female 
players] to the men because people always do that and it’s not fair, but 
you know, there was no one before her. She was like a Wayne Gretzky.” 

After that Olympic win, Granato was the biggest name in her sport. She 
was a guest on the Late Show with David Letterman. She was on Today. 
The team was on a Wheaties box. And the growth of the game was 
exponential: Two years later, in 2000, the NCAA made women’s hockey 
a full-time sport in its programs. “A lot of that is having someone like 
Cammi as your spokesperson,” Ruggiero says of the sport’s growth. “On 
top of her hockey skills and her leadership, she was a very eloquent 
spokesperson for USA Hockey, for women’s hockey.” 

At the next Olympics in Salt Lake City, captain Granato and Team USA 
didn’t get the fairy-tale ending on home soil, enduring a loss against 
Canada that stung particularly hard for a team that had gone 33–0 that 
season. Granato planned to make the 2006 Olympics her last, and 
captained the American team to a world championship gold medal the 
year before. She’d decided to play in Turin and then retire, hopefully with 
another heavy Olympic gold medal hanging around her neck. But she 
never got the chance. Six months before the Games, Ben Smith, the 
long-time coach of the American women’s team, cut his captain. Few in 
hockey saw the decision coming. 

“It was the biggest shock — shock to the system, shock to the team,” 
Ruggiero says. “It never ever, ever, ever once entered my mind that she 
wouldn’t be on that team. It was like the carpet getting pulled out from 
under you, and the foundation of your team, which was Cammi, getting 
pulled. It was really hard as a team to recover, and clearly we didn’t.” The 
American women didn’t make the final in Turin, and went on to win 
bronze, the worst Olympic result in the program’s history. 

Smith, who retired earlier this year, is not doing interviews, according to 
USA Hockey. The organization also declined an invitation to revisit the 
decision to cut Granato ahead of the 2006 Olympics. 

“That’s what she’s done in the U.S. for hockey. She’s the face of hockey, 
right? A lot of us just equate hockey and throwing on the jersey to 
Cammi.” 

Granato had put everything into preparing for Turin. She skated with 
NHLers, shot more pucks than ever, was stronger than she’d ever been. 
“I was at a peak — I was completely prepared, mentally and physically. 
And then I had to go home to nothing. There was no other team to go to,” 
she says. “It was probably like when someone has a career-ending injury 
and they don’t know it’s coming, it’s just over. I was completely 
blindsided.” 

Granato had been coming off a knee injury, and suspects the coaching 
staff wondered whether she was slowing down. But she says nobody 
ever communicated that to her, either before or after the decision came. 
“There were no checks and balances. I didn’t get a heads up that it was 
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even a consideration,” she says. “It left a pretty bad taste for a long time. 
For all the years I’d been in the program, I felt disrespected.” 

After she went home, Granato had a hard time even watching her 
stepson, Landon Ferraro, play hockey. “It was hard to go into the rink and 
feel anything but disappointment. I didn’t have the best feelings about the 
game,” she says. “I didn’t want to be bitter, I just wasn’t over it. I needed 
time.” 

H ilary Knight isn’t sure how old she was, but she was young and 
starstruck when she attended the Cammi Granato Gold Medal Camp. 
Knight, who wears No. 21 after her idol, recalls fellow Team USA star 
Kendall Coyne Schofield was at that hockey camp, too. They’re now both 
world and Olympic champions; two of the best in the game. 

“I was so nervous at her camp, and I remember I broke two of my hockey 
sticks and Cammi let me use hers,” Knight recalls. “It was way too big, 
but I was like, ‘This is the coolest thing ever.’ If there was any doubt, it 
definitely solidified in that moment: I want to be just like her.” 

Savannah Harmon, another Team USA member, attended a Granato 
camp when she was four or five years old. Harmon is from Downers 
Grove, Ill., like Granato, and in her room at her parents’ house, there’s 
still a framed picture of her little self, dressed in hockey gear and grinning 
ear-to-ear, standing beside Granato, who’s wearing a tracksuit. “My 
parents still talk about it — that’s what fuelled my fire to get into hockey, 
that Cammi Granato hockey camp and meeting her and getting to see 
where hockey could take you,” Harmon says. “I’m 26 years old and I’m 
still looking up to her in the same way. She’s still doing that trailblazing; 
she’s still creating new paths for us all to follow.” 

Earlier this year, Knight scored her 79th career point for the U.S. national 
team on the world championship stage, breaking Granato’s record for 
points at that tournament by an American. Knight also broke Granato’s 
record as the all-time leading goal-scorer in world championship history, 
though Granato remains Team USA’s all-time leading scorer, with 343 
points. 

“Cammi is the figure that, even if I’m within [sight of] the record or [I’ve] 
passed the record, she’s always going to be No. 1 to me,” Knight says. 
“That’s what she’s done in the U.S. for hockey. She’s the face of hockey, 
right? A lot of us just equate hockey and throwing on the jersey to 
Cammi.” 

T od Leiweke is walking through the concourse of Climate Pledge Arena, 
and when he spots Granato, the Kraken president, CEO and part-owner 
stops on a dime. “Excuse me,” he says, interrupting a conversation as he 
and Granato go in for a hug. “I love this woman and I just had to say 
hello.” The pair have an animated discussion about last night’s Coldplay 
concert. They’re hoping tonight’s home opener tops singer Chris Martin’s 
performance, which blew them both away. 

Leiweke has known Granato a long time. He hired her back in 1998, 
while she was still playing, to work as a radio analyst for the L.A. Kings. It 
was one of a few broadcasting gigs Granato has had over the years. She 
was one of the first reporters to be positioned between NHL benches 
during games. 

Minutes after Granato and Leiweke finish chatting, her phone rings. It’s 
her 11-year-old son, Reese. He wanted Mom to know he won his soccer 
game, 1–0. “He had to win,” she explains, after they’ve hung up. “He’s 
super pumped.” Both of her sons, Reese and 14-year-old Riley, are 
soccer players. They like hockey, but wanted something different from 
Mom and Dad, Ray Ferraro. 

“There is part of me that wants to represent really well for women, 
because I know there’ll be more to follow. There have always been 
women qualified for this job, I was lucky to be the first one.” 

The scouting role was a good fit for Granato because her boys are a bit 
older, and Ferraro, a former pro turned broadcast analyst, travels 
frequently for hockey himself. “I know how important family is — my 
family, what a team we were, and my mom was always there. I didn’t 
want to be the mom that left the kids all the time,” she says. “And Ron 

[Francis] is incredibly respectful toward family.” Her job sees her attend 
most games locally in Vancouver, where she lives, plus a bit of travel 
outside the city. 

Granato has been immersed in hockey her whole life, but she’s still 
learning some aspects of scouting, now a couple of years in. “The first 
few scouting reports I did, I was taking hours to do,” she says. “When I 
started, I wanted to get it right. I was thinking: ‘Get all the information in. 
Should I say this? Should I not say this?’ I was so new. My first reports 
were probably just write-offs. You learn what to prioritize in reports, but I 
had to be patient with myself, because it takes a while.” 

Building up files on players wasn’t going to happen overnight, which 
Granato had to remind herself of. As the first woman in this role, she also 
felt added pressure to be an asset early on. “There is part of me that 
wants to represent really well for women, because I know there’ll be 
more to follow,” she says. “There have always been women qualified for 
this job, I was lucky to be the first one. And it’s cool to know that girls can 
dream of this now because I had no idea that it was a possibility. I just 
didn’t think of it, because women just didn’t get hired to NHL roles.” 

The Kraken boast one of the most diverse front offices in the NHL, and 
from the start have focused on bringing in a wide range of voices and 
experiences. Seattle hired the league’s first Black team broadcaster in 
play-by-play announcer Everett Fitzhugh, and Chanel Keenan is on staff 
as an intersectionality consultant who focuses on diversity, accessibility 
and inclusion. 

Thirty-one per cent of the Kraken’s staff is female. In the front office, in 
addition to Granato and Mandrycky, Namita Nandakumar is a hockey 
operations senior analyst. “We’re not a fully female front office, but I think 
we prioritize always bringing in the best people available, and sometimes 
that ended up being a woman and sometimes that ended up being a 
man,” Mandrycky says. 

Ricky Olczyk, Granato’s former on-ice teammate back when they were 
teenagers in Chicago, is among the reasons Granato was recruited here. 
“Ron [Francis] knew my relationship with Cammi and the connection with 
our families, and we were looking to add good quality people, first and 
foremost,” the assistant GM says. (That’s a common refrain here in 
Seattle: Good People First.) “We knew her hockey IQ from the ice. She 
knows the skillset and what to look for, the nuances in the game. She 
was able to translate that to a particular role from the scouting aspect. 
And we’ve been really pleased. She always wants to learn, get better, 
she’s asking tons of questions. She’s very inquisitive, never satisfied.” 

When she’s trying to sell the staff on a player she’s been scouting, 
Mandrycky says Granato brings a “quiet confidence,” that she’s not the 
table-banging type. But she also brings passion. “I can just envision her, 
we’re sitting there in the meetings and she’s describing a player and 
she’s animated and she’s moving her hands — she’s got the Italian 
going,” Olcyzk says, grinning. “It took her time to come out of her shell, 
because this is the first time she’s doing something like this and 
defending her position. But it didn’t take long. It’s been very natural for 
her, the progression.” 

“She’s going to crush it. She could be a GM, she could run a club, if she 
wanted.” 

Granato felt comfortable almost immediately, because of the environment 
around the team. “The foundation of this is built with so much integrity 
and so much more inclusion in mind, so you automatically belong. 
Everyone’s voice is heard here. Everyone’s background is celebrated 
here,” she says. “It’s so healthy.” 

It wasn’t so healthy a couple decades ago, back when Granato herself 
was playing and working to be treated fairly and equally to her male 
counterparts. “Looking back on my playing experience, it was a different 
time than it is today — the way women were treated. We were told we 
were lucky to be playing, so we didn’t get much equality,” she says. “I 
wasn’t ungrateful for that experience, but things have changed for the 
better. And working here in Seattle, it’s unlike any other hockey 
organization I’ve ever been a part of.” 
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Given her skillset, it’s natural to wonder what might come next for 
Granato. “I think she’s got a bright future if she chooses to continue down 
this path,” Olczyk says, of opportunities in NHL front offices. “She works 
so darn hard, she’s so competitive, and I think there’s a lot more upside 
as well.” 

Stu Barnes, who was part of the Kraken’s scouting staff until he took a 
coaching job in the AHL, puts it this way: “She’s an excellent scout and 
she deserves the position and more.” 

Ruggiero adds: “She’s going to crush it. She’s not that far in, but I’m sure 
she’s going to do extremely well and go as high as she ever wanted. She 
could be a GM, she could run a club, if she wanted.” 

Granato isn’t getting ahead of herself, even if others are. “I’m really 
content where I’m at,” she says. “I don’t know how long I’ll do this, I just 
want to keep getting better and learning more and getting more 
experience. It’s an incredible way to learn the league, it’s an incredible 
organization to work with.” 

Family no doubt will always come first for Granato. She’s going to call 
Reese back soon to hear more about that soccer win, and she’s also 
tabbed to do an on-camera interview about her older brother, Tony, 
who’ll soon join her in the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame — he’s part of the 
pandemic-delayed 2020 class. Tonight, Granato will be back here ahead 
of the Kraken’s home opener. The first NHL scout to pull a flag up to the 
top of the Space Needle is looking forward to it. 

“I’m now in a position where I’m happy in the game,” she says. 
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