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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ overtime loss to the San Jose Sharks
By Chip Alexander
Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2-1 overtime
loss Monday to the San Jose Sharks, won on a goal by
Alexander Barabanov at 1:42 of OT:
-- Not every game is up and down and glorious scoring
plays. Some are 60 minutes of grind and grit, of gapping up
and putting body on body and blocking shots. And then
deciding the game in overtime.
On Saturday in Los Angeles, the Canes (14-2-1) went into
the third period with a 5-4 lead. Their lead Monday was 1-0
on Tony DeAngelo’s goal early in the second. But the Canes’
game was cleaner and more structured Monday. And both
goalies were on their game.
One problem: the power play. The Canes were 0-2. “Our
power play wasn’t very sharp. Didn’t get much zone time,
didn’t get many shots,” DeAngelo said. Another problem was
getting shots through at even strength -- the Sharks (9-8-1)
blocked 23 shots.
“It was a good game. We played well,” Canes coach Rod
Brind’Amour said. “We couldn’t get pucks through but we
were trying to do the right thing. I thought we had a solid
game. Didn’t love our power play.”
-- Watching a good goaltending duel Monday, it was like
James Reimer vs the “new” James Reimer for the Canes.
That would be Antti Raanta, who the Canes brought in to be
the No. 2 guy for Frederik Andersen. Last season it was Petr
Mrazek and Reimer. Now, it’s Andersen-Raanta.
Reimer was a pro’s pro in his two seasons with the Canes, a
cheerful, good-attitude guy who had a quietly good 29-11-4

record. Raanta’s cheerful temperament is much like
Reimer’s. Will the results be the same?
-- It was a bit troubling to hear Brind’Amour talking about
defenseman Ethan Bear testing positive for COVID-19 on
Monday in San Jose. Brind’Amour was not sure how long
Bear will be out, how many games he will miss or if anyone
else might be affected.
“You look around the league and it’s very rare that one guy
gets it,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just an unfortunate thing
everybody is dealing with. We’ll take it as it comes, I guess.”
-- The Canes took a gamble on signing DeAngelo and
certainly there was a backlash from some of their fans
because of the defenseman’s background. Hockey wise, the
$1 million gamble is looking like a bargain after 17 games.
DeAngelo scored his fourth goal of the season, blasting a
shot past three Sharks players and Reimer early in the
second for the game’s first goal. He has 16 points and a
plus-12 plus/minus rating that leads the Canes.
-- Seth Jarvis played his 10th game for the Canes but his line
had a different look Monday. Brind’Amour shifted Teuvo
Teravainen on to Sebastian Aho’s line and moved Andrei
Svechnikov to Jordan Staal’s line opposite Jesper Fast.
Brind’Amour might have been trying to jumpstart
Teravainen’s offensive game. After scoring goals in each of
the first two games, the forward had one in the 14 games
before Monday. Teravainen and Jarvis both earned assists
on the DeAngelo goal in the second period. Jarvis did have
his three-game goal streak come to an end.
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The Canes’ Seth Jarvis is getting paid. What playing a 10 th NHL game means for the rookie
By Chip Alexander
Seth Jarvis is staying put, just as many expected.
The Carolina Hurricanes’ rookie forward will be in the lineup
for his 10th NHL game on Monday against the San Jose
Sharks, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the
morning skate. That will activate the first year of his threeyear, entry-level contract with the Canes that pays him
$832,500 at the NHL level.
The Canes’ other option would have been to return Jarvis,
19, to his junior hockey team, the Portland Winterhawks of
the Western Hockey League, after nine games. That’s not
going to happen. He’s staying and playing.
Jarvis was on the Canes’ roster as the season began but did
not play until forward Nino Niederreiter suffered an injury
Oct. 29 against Chicago. Jarvis made his NHL debut Oct. 31
against Arizona, playing on the fourth line and picking up an
assist for his first NHL point, but has since earned a spot on
the top line at right wing and played Monday with center
Sebastian Aho and winger Teuvo Teravainen.
Jarvis has delivered. He has goals in each of the past three
games and four in his nine games. He also has had two
goals disallowed -- the first when he was offside entering the
offensive zone and the second on what appeared to be a
premature referee’s whistle.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Aho said Saturday after the Canes’ 5-4 win
over the Los Angeles Kings. “He’s a good kid, he can really
skate and he’s a smart player. I just try to find him and,
obviously, he can score.”

Jarvis was the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020 and the
13th overall pick. That came after the Winnipeg, Manitoba,
native finished up his third season with the Winterhawks with
42 goals and 98 points in 58 games.
When the the WHL was delayed in starting up for the 202021 season because of the pandemic, Jarvis was allowed to
compete for the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey
League. He got in nine games and was leading the league
with 11 points when WHL training camps began and he was
assigned by the Canes to Portland.
There is no AHL option this season for Jarvis. Under the
agreement the NHL has with the Canadian Hockey League,
he must either play for the Canes this season or be returned
to Portland. If returned, at any point of the NHL season, he
could not rejoin Carolina until after the Winterhawks’ season
was completed.
When Jarvis signed his entry-level contract on Dec. 28,
2020, Canes president and general manager Don Waddell
said the team was “excited to watch him continue his
development into an NHL player.” That development has
come quicker than expected.
Jarvis played so well in a prospects showcase event host by
the Tampa Bay Lightning in September that one NHL scout
called him the best player at the event. Then it was on to the
Canes’ preseason training camp.
“My goal is to try and crack their roster,” Jarvis said before
camp began in an interview with the News & Observer. “I’ll
do everything in my power to make my way on there and
make their decision as hard as possible. I want to put my
best foot forward and show what I can do.”

Canes defender Ethan Bear tests positive for COVID-19 in San Jose, enters NHL protocol
By Chip Alexander
Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ethan Bear has been
placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol after testing positive
for the virus in San Jose, the team said Monday.
Bear will continue to be monitored by the Hurricanes’
medical staff and follow NHL protocols, the team said.
Bear is the first Canes player to be placed in the COVID-19
protocol this season. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said
after the morning skate in San Jose that Bear “was not
feeling great” and that he might be a game-time decision for
the Sharks game.
Last season, Canes captain Jordan Staal tested positive
after the team’s season-opener in Detroit. Other Canes
players placed in the COVID-19 protocol included Jaccob

Slavin, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesper Fast, Warren Foegele and
Jordan Martinook.
The Hurricanes announced in September that all of its
players and staff had been vaccinated for COVID-19.
The Canes traded for Bear after last season, sending
Foegele to the Edmonton Oilers. Bear has been with Slavin
in the top defensive pairing much of the season and has
averaged 18:17 in ice time in the Canes’ 14-2-0 start.
With Bear out, Brendan Smith drew back into the lineup
Monday against San Jose. Smith was paired with Ian Cole
while Tony DeAngelo was used with Slavin.

CAROLINA HURRICANES
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 23, 2021

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis to play 10th NHL game vs. Sharks, kicking in entry-level
contract
Carolina Hurricanes rookie forward Seth Jarvis will play his
10th NHL game Monday against the San Jose Sharks, thus
burning off the first year of this entry-level contract with the
team. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour confirmed the
news at a media availability ahead of Monday night's game.
NHL teams can play rookies for up to nine games before
their entry-level contract comes into effect.
Jarvis has four goals and one assist in nine games played
with the Hurricanes this season. The 19-year old center was
the Hurricanes' first-round draft pick in 2020.
What has Jarvis shown the Hurricanes?
Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: More than the goals
(and he has four of those, mind you), Jarvis has shown he
can play anywhere in the lineup and make an impact. He
isn't just a replacement level body for when an NHL regular
gets injured.
Brind'Amour points out the first-rounder's obvious talent, but
many Canes prospects have that. He says Jarvis' ability to

quickly pick up anything the coaching staff throws at him and
his play away from the puck have set Jarvis apart from
others his age not ready to make the jump from junior
hockey.
How does he fit into Carolina's long-term plans?
Civian: The long-term plan for Jarvis is where things get
murkier. Remember that the Canes can still send him down
to the Winterhawks whenever they want if things go south,
but a year of his ELC is burnt upon this tenth game. At 40
games he accrues a season of service time, giving him a
year towards UFA eligibility, but the Canes will cross that 40game bridge when they come to it.
In the immediate future, Jarvis has only moved up in the
lineup, now averaging around or more than 15 minutes per
game, slotted on the first line with Sebastian Aho and Andrei
Svechnikov. Aho loves playing with Jarvis because of his
skating and net-front IQ. It looks like the Canes will keep
putting him in these positions to succeed, and he's given
them every reason to.
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The early, inevitable arrival of Hurricanes prospect Seth Jarvis: ‘Watch out, because he is
coming at full force’
By Sara Civian
When Seth Jarvis took the ice at PNC Arena on Oct. 31,
gearing up for the traditional NHL rookie solo lap before the
puck dropped on Hurricanes-Coyotes, one simple task was
on his mind.
“Don’t fall on the puck and don’t toe-pick,” he said.
Mission accomplished.
“After I got past that, I was just super excited. The fans were
awesome. They were loud. It was everything I expected.”
He wasn’t the only one nervous about the moment. The 19year-old’s parents, Ray and Tracey, and his older brother,
Kayden, had been waiting anxiously for this day, as well.
Making a trip from Winnipeg to Raleigh, North Carolina, is
extra difficult these days. The Jarvis family had been COVID19 testing every few days to make sure they wouldn’t miss
Seth’s NHL debut.
“My mom is very — she needs to have structure; she needs
to have routine,” Kayden told The Athletic recently. “This has
been killing her, just the day by day kind of stuff. My dad is a
bit more easygoing. But it’s been exciting for both of them.
They’re just over-the-moon proud.
“It was honestly probably one of the best moments of my
entire life, just getting down there and getting to watch him
play — just because I’ve known how hard he’s worked, how
hard my parents have worked, to get him to this spot that
he’s in.”
The No. 13 pick from the 2020 draft had arrived with the
Hurricanes.
And now we know he’s not going anywhere for a while. Head
coach Rod Brind’Amour confirmed Monday that Jarvis will
play his 10th NHL game Monday night against the Sharks,
crossing the “tryout” threshold. Per the CHL-NHL agreement,
a team is allowed to use a junior-eligible player in nine NHL
games before deciding whether to burn a year of his entrylevel contract or send him back to his junior team (for Jarvis,
the Portland Winterhawks). The Hurricanes could always
return Jarvis later, but losing a year of the entry-level deal
down the line disincentivizes them to keep him if they intend
to do that.
Outsiders may not have seen this coming — may say this is
ahead of schedule — but Jarvis’ family has known it’d
happen since he was four years old and said it out loud.
When he first learned how to write, he put pen to paper and
declared not only that he was going to make it to the NHL,
but also the steps he’d take to make it happen.

decide if you would stay there and take a punch. He would
come storming at you.
“He’s always been like this, where anything he did, he was
going 100 mph. He was going as hard as he can, and then
he had this competitiveness to him, where if you got on the
wrong side of him, you’d better watch out because he is
coming full force.”
A grown-up Jarvis indicated after missing a penalty shot in
Anaheim last week that he has improved on the three- to
four-second trigger.
“I give myself a 20-second rule,” he said. “I think about it for
20 seconds and get mad about it, then I let it go. You can’t
dwell on things that long, especially in a fast game like that.
You’ve got to move forward, and whatever happens,
happens.”
This 100 mph, hard-as-he-can-go, rage-harnessing ability
has been on display early in his explosive NHL career — an
assist in Game 1, a goal in Game 2, then two consecutive
disallowed goals followed by two consecutive game-winners
and a game-opening goal. Through nine NHL games, he’s
amassed four goals (all even strength), one assist and a
plus-4 rating. He’s also drawn four penalties and is good for
several high-danger chances per evening.
“Any time I was watching him play growing up and I saw him
get hooked or slashed or anything like that, you could tell
when he got to the bench,” Kayden said. “Me and my parents
would look at each other and be like, ‘Oh boy, someone’s in
trouble next shift.'”
Maybe that’s why, after having two consecutive goals
disallowed a few weeks ago, he just groaned, “Again?!” and
then went on to score three more. Mind you, he’s a teenager
trying to stay on an NHL roster.
“It’s a lot of fun (playing with him),” linemate Sebastian Aho
said. “He’s a good kid. He can really skate and is a smart
player. It’s fun to play with him, and I just try to find him and,
obviously, he can score.”
And scoring is just the start. The most impressive thing
Jarvis has done so far in the NHL is earning Brind’Amour’s
trust as an all-around player. He’s moved from the bottom six
to the first line, and he’s gone from playing 10:01 in his first
game and 9:14 in his second game to a high of 18:43 in
Game 6 and averaging 15:33 in his past three games.

And even before that, Jarvis had what his brother called a
“tell” that he was going to grow up to be a determined force
to be reckoned with.

“I think that’s what makes Seth so versatile is he’s able to
play different roles,” said Kayden, who is a skills coach at
The Rink Training Center in Winnipeg. “He’s able to be a
scorer, he’s able to be a grinder or be in a checking role. A
player like that, you can slot him into different areas. (It’s) so
huge for a team. Especially a team like Carolina that’s so
deep, where the top six is pretty much solidified.

“When he was a baby, before he could even talk, he always
had a soother in his mouth,” Kayden said. “You knew that
when he would tilt the soother and his eyes would narrow,
you had about three or four seconds where you had to

“If you want to be able to play a role, you have to adjust your
game a little bit. I think that’s one of the things Seth does
super well, he’s able to kind of switch between ‘OK, this
game I’m focused on trying to score.’ Maybe next game, it’s
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PK. Whatever it is, he’s always been able to rotate through
those roles.”

offseason prospect showcase, but he was playing against
prospects.

Still, with his CHL eligibility and the Hurricanes’ strength up
front, it would have been easy to write off the 5-foot-10, 175pound Jarvis’ chances of making it this far on a team that
could be contending for a Cup next summer.

He became truly impossible to count out during the
preseason with the Hurricanes, when he was playing against
talent like Brayden Point, of the back-to-back Stanley Cup
champion Lightning. Jarvis idolized Point growing up, seeing
a smaller player he could emulate in him. Point didn’t know
that, but he told Jarvis during the teams’ preseason game
that based on the way he was playing, he was going to make
the Hurricanes.

His determination and skill have dictated otherwise.
Brind’Amour already slotting him onto the first line and the
power play is telling, but perhaps it’s because he can actually
handle the rest.
“In one word: He’s got the skill level,” Brind’Amour said.
“That certainly helps. And then, he’s a very quick learner. His
play away from the puck — that’s always been the jammer
for the kids coming out of junior hockey. They can handle a
puck, they have talent, but a lot of the time, it’s that
awareness away from the puck. He’s done a real nice job
with that. Everything we’ve thrown at him, he’s seemed to
really pick up. That’s why he’s still here.”
Jarvis turned the front offices’ heads in the AHL when he
scored seven goals and 11 points in nine games, but he was
playing against AHL players. He turned heads again at the

Point was right, and now it looks like he’ll stick around.
“It’s pretty clear what’s gonna happen,” Brind’Amour said
after Jarvis’ ninth game with the team. “I could have told you
that eight or nine games ago, but (the Hurricanes front office)
loves the drama.”
The Jarvis family, not so much. Maybe now Tracey will finally
get some routine back in her life.
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Sharks get equalizer, beat Hurricanes in overtime
By Cory Lavalette
Kevin Labanc tied the game early in the third period and
Alexander Barabanov scored just as a power play expired in
overtime to give the Sharks a come-from-behind 2-1 win over
the Hurricanes on Monday night in San Jose.
The result spoiled another solid performance by Carolina
goaltender Antti Raanta, who made 25 saves — including
several in the final minutes of regulation — to help the
Hurricanes earn a point for the fourth straight game during
their West Coast road trip.

The Sharks had only one man advantage, but they made it
count.
Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce was called for tripping in
the final minute of regulation, and the Sharks capitalized
when Tomas Hertl snuck a pass under sliding defenseman
Ian Cole to Barabanov for a tap-in at 1:42 of overtime for the
win. The goal came after Pesce had left the box and counted
as an even-strength tally, but it was the late 4-on-3 that
created the opportunity.

“I feel good. I feel confident,” Raanta said. “It’s fun to play.
Just, obviously, you want to get those two points.”

“They get a power play goal — it doesn’t count as one, but
it’s essentially a power play goal — and we didn’t,” coach
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Other than that, that was a good
effort.”

The Hurricanes shot the puck plenty at opposing goaltender
and former teammate James Reimer, but the Sharks used
two layers of players in the defensive zone to block as many
shots (23) as Carolina got on goal.

For a while it looked like Carolina would leave San Jose with
a 1-0 win, but a Slavin turnover allowed Labanc to get off a
shot that sneaked under Raanta’s right arm at 3:54 of the
third period to tie the game.

“We just didn’t get bounces,” Hurricanes defenseman Tony
DeAngelo said. “A lot of times when a team’s doing that,
you’re going to get it to hit off somebody and go right to one
of our guys because nobody’s covered when you’re blocking
twice like that. But no bounces tonight — it is what it is.”

“I don’t know if it hit a little bit on Tony’s stick or not, but I feel
like I can make that save and keep us in the lead,” Raanta
said. “But that’s hockey and sometimes bad bounces
happen.”

The one that did get by Reimer — who improved to 4-3-1 on
the season with a .940 save percentage and 1.87 goalsagainst average in his second tour of duty in San Jose — of
course came on a sequence that featured a blocked shot.
DeAngelo, playing on the first pairing with Jaccob Slavin
after Ethan Bear tested positive for COVID-19, saw his first
attempt from the right point blocked. Teuvo Teravainen
attempted a centering feed that was deflected back to
DeAngelo, and the defenseman scored his fourth goal of the
season with a slap shot that beat Reimer (22 saves) high to
the stick side.
“They were screening their own goalie, so I just tried to pick
a spot,” DeAngelo said.
The Hurricanes, however, struggled all night to get shots on
net, and the power play also failed to generate much in just
two opportunities.
“Our power play wasn’t very sharp. … We didn’t get much
zone time, didn’t get many shots,” DeAngelo said. “That
wasn’t good enough. When you have two power plays,
especially one in the third, us 10 guys, both units, you’ve
gotta try to find a way to get one. You can’t keep going 0-for2, 0-for-3 or whatever. So we’ve got to start bearing down
there.”

The Hurricanes still gained a point in the standings remain
atop the NHL at 14-2-1, and Carolina has already banked
seven of a possible eight points through four games of their
six-game road trip. The next stop is in Seattle on
Wednesday, for the franchise’s first game against the
Kraken, followed by a cross-country trip to Philadelphia to
face the Flyers on Friday before returning home.
Brind’Amour seemed to indicate he expects more fallout from
Bear’s positive test. The coach was unsure of the
defenseman’s status or what Bear’s quarantine will entail,
but he was visibly concerned about the virus spreading
further through his team’s locker room.
“You look around the league, it’s very rare that (only) one
guy gets it,” the coach said. “It’s just kind of an unfortunate
thing everybody’s dealing with, and we’ll take it as it comes.”
Notes: Seth Jarvis played his 10th NHL game, meaning the
first year of his entry-level contract will be burned this
season. He had an assist on Carolina’s only goal, giving him
points in four straight games. His three-game goal streak did
come to an end. … The Hurricanes won just 20 of 51
faceoffs. … Reimer improved to 6-6-3 in his career against
Carolina. … The Hurricanes have allowed just eight power
play opportunities by opponents through four games of their
road trip and have yet to allow a goal.
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Recap: Canes Take Point In Overtime Loss To San Jose
By Walt Ruff
SAN JOSE, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes completed their
tour of California Monday night, taking a point to go in an
overtime loss to the San Jose Sharks, 2-1.
Three Takeaways
1) Antti Raanta Was Fantastic Once Again
Tonight was the Hurricanes 17th game of the regular season
and just the fourth appearance for Antti Raanta.
It's been an interesting campaign to date for the 32-year-old
Finnish netminder, who was making his second start in a
week for the team. After Frederik Andersen's undefeated
tear to start the season, it took until game number seven for
Raanta to get his first appearance. Then, in his second
showing of the year in Florida, he was run over, causing him
to miss a little over a week. Needless to say, there hasn't
been a ton of rhythm to his schedule. However, there hasn't
been any sign of showing it from him.
Tuesday in Vegas Raanta single-handedly kept the team
from falling behind during the second period, notching
several big stops to keep the score knotted. Tonight was
more of the same, as he was called upon several times to
either protect the lead or hold the tie. A flawless first period
continued into the middle 20, when Raanta made four
marquee stops, a pair on both Timo Meier and Logan
Couture. In the third the Sharks found a way to get one by
him, but it was a shot that was created by a nice individual
effort, catching a piece of a Hurricanes defender before
beating him. The goal didn't appear to phase Raanta though,
as he got right back to work, turning away a few more tries
before the horn sounded to end regulation
2) San Jose's Commitment To Blocking Shots Was
Frustratingly Impressive
From the opening puck drop the home team showed a strong
willingness to put their bodies in front of the Hurricanes shot
attempts.
In nearly an even one-to-one ratio all evening long, there
seemed to be a great deal of trouble for Carolina's
defensemen to get shots through from the point. At the end

of the day the Canes finished with 23 shots and San Jose
finished with 23 blocks.
3) Games Like Tonight Are Going To Happen
Saturday after the team's 5-4 win over Los Angeles Head
Coach Rod Brind'Amour was not happy with his team's
performance.
Tonight, despite the loss, was a different tune from the bench
boss. He was much more pleased with how tonight's effort
went from his club, quick to credit San Jose for executing
their game plan, led by their ability to stay in front of the
puck.
Also pointing out that there are areas in which the team will
want to improve on before Wednesday night's battle with
Seattle, the team's leader did not seem discouraged by the
outcome of tonight's game.
They Said It:
Antti Raanta on his 25-save performance:
"Like Vegas, I just started to feel more comfortable in there.
We kind of knew what it was going to be, there was going to
be a lot of shots from the point, a lot of screens and for me, I
knew that if I controlled my rebounds and made my saves we
were going to be successful today. Maybe a few too many
rebounds went straight to their sticks, but the first goal was a
bit unfortunate. I don't know if it hit Tony's stick, but it feels
like I could make that save to keep us in the lead. That's
hockey though. Sometimes there's bad bounces. It's getting
better though. I'm getting more confident and it's fun to play."
Rod Brind'Amour on the game as a whole:
"I thought we were way better tonight [in comparison to
Saturday]. It was a good game. We played well, they played
better. We couldn't get pucks through, but we were trying to
do the right things. We gave them a few chances at the end,
I didn't love our last couple of shifts. We had a solid game. I
didn't love our power play, that could have been better.
That's the difference in the game."
What's Next?:
The team now flies to Seattle post-game and will practice
there Tuesday ahead of Wednesday's meeting.
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Earned It: Jarvis To Remain With Canes
By Walt Ruff
SAN JOSE, CA. - The most asked question of the Carolina
Hurricanes' season, to date, appears to have an answer.
"Has there been any decision on whether Seth Jarvis will
stay with the team?"
There was little surprise, however, with a short and simple,
"yeah, he's going to play" Monday morning, Head Coach
Rod Brind'Amour confirmed that his newest talent will play in
his 10th NHL game this evening, "burning" the first year of
his entry-level contract.
The Backstory
The team's 2020 first round draft pick came to his first NHL
training camp in September, aiming to make the club. The
only expectations were those that the young forward had set
for himself, expectations that he was able to meet.
From the onset of the team's exhibition slate the clamoring
from the fan base began, wanting to see more and more of
the team's future talent. In the team's second of four
preseason games, Jarvis drew in, playing his first NHL action
against the two-time defending Stanley Cup Champion
Tampa Bay Lightning.
That was the night that the snowball effect began.
Despite the team's loss, Jarvis led all skaters with six shots
on goal. No ordinary preseason game, Carolina's new #24
outshot opposition that included the likes of Ondrej Palat,
Brayden Point, Corey Perry and more.
Because of his play in that tilt, Jarvis was once again in the
lineup for the club's third preseason game. Throughout he
showed that he could hang, jostling with 2020 Norris Trophy
Winner Roman Josi in front of the net and even playing
during the three-on-three overtime, coming up with a gamesaving block during.
With important roster decisions having already been made
and perhaps the most difficult ones to come, Jarvis was once
again in the lineup for the team's fourth preseason game,
once again against the club that the team had defeated just
months ago in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs.
The Canes came up short, but as had become customary
throughout the league, the two teams went to a shootout
following regulation. Who stole the show? Jarvis. Not lacking
for confidence, he scored on a move similar to the maneuver
made popular by Lightning forward Nikita Kucherov, waving
his stick over the puck as a decoy, allowing it to slide fivehole on David Rittich for a must-see tally.

season and giving him an extra dose of confidence when he
would be in a similar spot next season.
However, when the team's roster for their October 14 regular
season opener was made public, Jarvis was on it. He had
shown enough to Waddell and Canes upper management
that he had earned the next step, which was the nine-game
trial, a stint that first-year NHL players that are also eligible to
play in the Canadian Hockey League (CHL) are offered.
It took some time, seven games to be exact, but then the
window of opportunity came open for the young man's NHL
debut. There was no shortage of calling for his arrival before
then, but the coaching staff was patient, largely due to the
impressive start that the team had. The crew was 6-0-0,
prompting no reason to make any lineup alterations.
So, Jarvis watched, waited and stayed prepared for his
moment.
Then, the moment came on Sunday, October 31.
Just two days prior, Niederreiter left the team's victory over
Chicago with a lower-body injury. It was revealed after that
the Swiss winger was going to miss a few weeks, thus
creating a need up front for the club.
Including the traditional helmet-less solo lap taking place to
begin warmups and his family in the stands, it was then as if
the Winnipeg, Manitoba-born skater picked up right where he
had left off in preseason. Skating alongside veteran Derek
Stepan and Steven Lorentz, Jarvis created several chances
for his club, coming within inches of setting up a goal twice in
the first two periods.
Tied at 1-1 with just three minutes remaining in a dogfight
against the Arizona Coyotes, the Canes extended their
franchise-best start to 7-0-0 thanks to a power play goal from
Brett Pesce. Who set it up? You bet. In his first NHL game
and he was out there at a pivotal juncture, earning his first
point.
Just as the snowball grew bigger and bigger during the short
preseason, the regular season version of the situation only
intensified quicker.
Three days later it was Jarvis' first road regular season
game, coming against the Chicago Blackhawks. How did he
make a splash? By scoring against a goaltender he dreamt
of scoring on as a child, future Hall of Famer Marc-Andre
Fleury. A breakaway tally gave him his first NHL goal, one
that sparked a stretch of three unanswered as they came
from behind to earn a 4-3 win, advancing to 9-0-0.

Carolina's roster that day included several talented players
that were on the bubble of making the opening night roster,
players that if they hadn't made the team, would have to
pass through waivers, able to be claimed by any of the other
31 teams.

The introduction to the top level was there and Jarvis was
succeeding in his first role. It was time for the next step. With
Niederreiter still out of the lineup, Martin Necas was then
forced out of the lineup due to illness, creating an opening on
the right side of the team's "top six". Who got bumped up?
You guessed it.

It would have been easy to just assign Jarvis, who is waivers
exempt due to being on his first NHL contract, back to
Portland of the Western Hockey League (WHL). It would buy
the team another year, allowing him to develop for another

And how has he handled the promotion? Had it not been for
a mere few inches that pulled the team offside and then a
judgment of possession during a delayed penalty, Jarvis
would be on a five-game goal streak at the moment. In the
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team's weekend against Philadelphia and St. Louis, he had
goals nullified on back-to-back nights, creating moments that
could have been classified at minimum as a good sign of him
being at or around the offense's chances. Instead, he's just
kept the same prowess flowing, striking for consecutive
game-winners against Vegas and Anaheim, then opening the
scoring Saturday in Los Angeles.
One thing led to another and Saturday post-game Head
Coach Rod Brind'Amour said "it's pretty obvious" what the
verdict would be on his new "top line" winger.
Well, now we have our answer. The kid is here to stay for the
foreseeable future.
From The Boss
Hurricanes President & General Manager Don Waddell
offered the below regarding Jarvis' situation:
"Seth came into camp as the odd man out. As I always say, I
don't pick the team, the performance of the players is what
speaks the loudest. He was very good in our rookie
tournament and as main camp opened up, he never looked
back. His hockey sense and puck skills are top end, you
can't teach these things. Seth belongs to be in a Canes
jersey today and for a long time, he has earned it."

Related Questions
Why was this such a big deal?
The nine-game trial period is a big subject because with
Jarvis' entry-level contract officially beginning, his three-year
deal will now come to an end at the conclusion of the 202324 season. Then he will be eligible for his second NHL
contract, with the Canes owning his rights as a restricted free
agent. Had he been reassigned to Portland, the contract
would have bumped back a year, ending after the 2024-25
season.
Why can't he just play in Chicago (AHL)?
Due to the NHL-CHL agreement, North American-born
players under the age of 20 cannot play in the American
Hockey League. They have to be playing for the club that
their CHL rights are owned by. The CHL is made up of three
junior leagues, the Western Hockey League (WHL), Ontario
Hockey League (OHL) and the Quebec Major Junior League
(QMJHL).
Could Jarvis technically still be assigned to Portland this
year?
Yes, however, the first year of his contract will still be burnt.

Barabanov lifts Sharks in OT, stops Hurricanes four-game winning streak
By Chelena Goldman
SAN JOSE -- Alexander Barabanov scored 1:42 into
overtime to give the San Jose Sharks a 2-1 win against the
Carolina Hurricanes at SAP Center on Monday.
Tomas Hertl set up Barabanov for the goal that ended the
Hurricanes' four-game winning streak.
"It's one of those things where we just didn't get pucks
through," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "But we
were trying to do the right thing. We gave them a few
chances at the end."
Kevin Labanc also scored for San Jose (9-8-1), which had
been held without a goal for 135:38. James Reimer made 22
saves.
"He's been solid for us all year," Sharks defenseman Erik
Karlsson said. "He's coming in with a great attitude. Even if
one squeaks by him in doesn't really affect him. … That
obviously gives the bench and the players on the ice a bit
more confidence."
Antti Raanta made 25 saves for the Hurricanes (14-2-1), who
are 8-1-1 on the road.

"Whenever I get the chance, I just want to get out there and
give the team a chance to win," Raanta said. "But that's
hockey. Sometimes bad bounces happen."
Tony DeAngelo put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 1:16 of the
second period. Sharks defenseman Mario Ferraro deflected
the puck onto DeAngelo's stick, who scored on a slap shot.
"[The Sharks] blocked a lot," DeAngelo said. "A lot of times
when teams do that it will hit somebody and right to one of
our guys."
Labanc tied it 1-1 at 3:54 of the third period after Jasper
Weatherby set him up for a wrist shot at the right face-off
circle.
"With us being down 1-0 that was a big goal," Labanc said.
"It's a big one for us against a great hockey team. … They're
a good, hard defensive team. [We] just have to make sure
we aren't turning pucks over because they feed off of those
turnovers and then [the puck is] going back the other way."
Sharks coach Bob Boughner said, "We had some trouble in
our own end at times, but we didn't panic. It's not always
pretty, but it's two points."
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Barabanov’s OT goal leads Sharks past Hurricanes 2-1
By Josh Dubow
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Alexander Barabanov scored with
3:18 remaining in overtime and the San Jose Sharks handed
Carolina its third loss of the season with a 2-1 victory over
the Hurricanes on Monday night.
Kevin Labanc tied the game early in the third before
Barabanov won just after a power play expired to give San
Jose its second win in the past six games.
“This is a huge team win,” coach Bob Boughner said. “It’s
tough saying that after 18 games or whatever, but team
confidence is huge.”
The Sharks went more than 135 minutes without a goal
before breaking through late against Antti Raanta and the
Hurricanes.
San Jose got its first power play of the game when Brett
Pesce was sent off for tripping with 21.2 seconds left in
regulation. The Sharks couldn’t convert until just after Pesce
returned to the ice.
Tomas Hertl sent the puck to Barabanov, who was alone at
the side of the net for the tap in that won it. Barabanov had
been sent to the dressing room in the first period after a hard
hit but returned to deliver the game-winner.
“He’s been hit hard lately, (but) he keeps getting up and
coming back,” Boughner said.
Carolina had won four straight road games and 14 of 16
overall on the season before blowing a third-period lead to
San Jose.
Tony DeAngelo scored the lone goal for the Hurricanes and
Raanta made 25 saves.
James Reimer made 22 saves for San Jose and was helped
out by 23 blocked shots by his teammates in front of him.
“They blocked a lot,” DeAngelo said. “They were in the lane.
They had two layers. They had the first guy blocking the
point man and the second in front of the net. We just didn’t
get bounces. A lot of times when teams do that it will hit
somebody and right to one of our guys. But no bounces
tonight. It is what it is.”

After a scoreless first period, the Hurricanes got on the board
early in the second after the Sharks botched a two-on-one
rush that didn’t even lead to a shot attempt.
Carolina went back the other way and DeAngelo had his shot
from the top circle blocked by Mario Ferraro. The puck then
made its way back to Ferraro, who inadvertently deflected it
right to DeAngelo, who didn’t miss this time and beat Reimer
for his fourth goal.
But that was all Reimer gave up as he lowered his goals
against average to 1.87 on the season.
“He’s been solid for us all year,” defenseman Erik Karlsson
said. “He’s coming in with a great attitude. Even if one
squeaks by him in doesn’t really affect him. ... That obviously
gives the bench and the players on the ice a bit more
confidence.”
After a few good chances for San Jose were thwarted by
Raanta in the second, Labanc broke through in the third with
a wrister from the circle that snapped San Jose’s long
scoreless streak. It was Labanc’s first even-strength point of
the season.
ROSTER MOVES
Hurricanes defenseman Ethan Bear tested positive for
COVID-19 on Monday and will be sidelined. The team said
he will continue to be monitored under the league protocols.
Coach Rod Brind’Amour said he’s concerned that other
players could test positive.
“You look around the league, it’s very rare one guy gets it,”
he said. “It’s just kind of an unfortunate thing that
everybody’s dealing with. We’ll take it as it comes.”
The Sharks called up forward Scott Reedy from the AHL to
make his NHL debut. Reedy had eight goals and four assists
in 12 games in the minors. He gets his shot with Jonathan
Dahlen day to day with an upper-body injury.
Reedy is the seventh Sharks player to make his NHL debut
this season.
UP NEXT
Hurricanes: Visit Seattle on Wednesday.
Sharks: Host Ottawa on Wednesday.
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Metropolitan leader Carolina and Seattle square off
Carolina Hurricanes (14-2-1, first in the Metropolitan) vs.
Seattle Kraken (5-12-1, eighth in the Pacific)
Seattle; Wednesday, 10 p.m. EST
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Kraken +116, Hurricanes 139; over/under is 6
BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan-leading Carolina
Hurricanes take on Seattle Kraken.
The Kraken are 4-6-0 at home. Seattle ranks ninth in the
Western Conference averaging 2.9 goals per game, led by
Jordan Eberle with nine.
The Hurricanes are 8-1-1 on the road. Carolina has scored
57 goals and is seventh in the league averaging 3.4 goals
per game. Sebastian Aho leads the team with eight.
The teams square off Wednesday for the first time this
season.

TOP PERFORMERS: Eberle leads the Kraken with nine
goals and has 14 points. Jaden Schwartz has four goals over
the last 10 games for Seattle.
Andrei Svechnikov leads the Hurricanes with 19 points,
scoring seven goals and adding 12 assists. Martin Necas
has four goals over the last 10 games for Carolina.
LAST 10 GAMES: Kraken: 2-8-0, averaging three goals, five
assists, 3.4 penalties and 8.5 penalty minutes while giving up
3.8 goals per game with an .847 save percentage.
Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.7
penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while allowing 2.2 goals
per game with a .923 save percentage.
INJURIES: Kraken: Mason Appleton: day to day (lower
body).
Hurricanes: Ethan Bear: out (health protocols).
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes find another impact player; Islanders struggling
By Adam Gretz
In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the
Carolina Hurricanes maintain their hold on the top spot with a
four-game winning streak that has been driven in part by
their latest impact player: 19-year-old rookie Seth Jarvis.

of them this season. In the meantime, Igor Shesterkin is their
MVP right now.
9. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 11). Hopefully you did not
count this team out during its slow start, because it is starting
to roll and still has a lot of help on the way.

Jarvis has a goal in three straight games (a stretch where he
has also recorded 12 shots on goal) and looks to have
secured a permanent spot on the roster.

10. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 13). They have scored 24
goals over the past four games since Nathan MacKinnon left
the lineup. Still an insanely deep team.

Carolina is now 14-2-0 on the season owning the league’s
best points percentage and goal differential.

11. Minnesota Wild (LW: 3). The Wild’s transition from all
defense/goaltending and no offense to all offense and no
defense/goaltending the past two years has been fascinating
to watch. They need more from their goalies this season.

On the other end of the rankings, the New York Islanders
keep sliding down the rankings with a shorthanded lineup
that is currently riding a six-game losing streak that has seen
them score only six goals. There is still hope they can turn
this around when they start getting some players back, but
they have already given themselves quite a deficit to start the
season.
Where does your team sit this week?
To this week’s NHL Power Rankings!
1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 1). As if their roster was
not already good enough, here comes Jarvis to start making
an impact.
2. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 2). Everybody knows about Connor
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, and their power play. But did you
also know their penalty killing unit is second best in the NHL?
Special teams is carrying this team right now.
3. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 4). The offense gets all of the
attention here, but they have been very good defensively and
are getting outstanding goaltending. They have allowed two
goals or less in 10 of their past 13 games.
4. Florida Panthers (LW: 7). Sergei Bobrovsky‘s bounce back
is one of the more overlooked storylines in the league this
season.
5. Washington Capitals (LW: 5). Every season you wonder if
it is the year they will start to slow down. They never do.
6. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 6). Even when you take a
couple of top-line players out of the lineup they just keep
rolling.
7. Calgary Flames (LW: 14). They already have seven
shutouts this season. This is what happens when Darryl
Sutter hockey and great goaltending meet.
8. New York Rangers (LW: 10). It feels like Artemi Panarin
and Mika Zibanejad still have an even bigger breakout ahead

12. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 9). Pierre-Luc Dubois very quietly
has 10 goals and is averaging a point per game for the Jets
this season. That trade might still work out.
13. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 12). Still not sure how good they
actually are this season and if that winning streak was just a
mirage. But it was fun to watch.
14. Boston Bruins (LW: 15). All of the talent is still there, and
you can see it all starting to come together. Still think they
could use somebody like, oh, say, Tuukka Rask, in goal for
the long haul.
15. St. Louis Blues (LW: 8). Things have cooled off
considerably here after a fast start. The Blue have just one
regulation win (and only two wins overall) in their past eight
games.
16. Nashville Predators (LW: 16). They had a nice hot streak
here recently, but overall this is probably a pretty average
ranking for a pretty average team.
17. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 23). Really nice weekend to
get back-to-back shutouts in Montreal and Toronto. This is
still a good team that is going to figure it out.
18. Dallas Stars (LW: 24). The Stars showed some signs of
life this past week winning three out of four. But what a
disaster in Minnesota. Not the game, but for the way Rick
Bowness handled the last minute scratching of hometown kid
Riley Tufte.
19. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 21). The Blue Jackets
always seem to find a way to overachieve and be better than
their roster looks.
20. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 20). Great goaltending is
elevating an ordinary Flyers team. Welcome to the bizarro
Flyers season.
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21. New Jersey Devils (LW: 22). Dawson Mercer looks really
good and has really stepped up offensively in the absence of
Jack Hughes.

27. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 28). Their moving up one spot has
more to do with everybody below them being worse than
anything they did.

22. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 25). It has not always looked
pretty but they are 4-1-0 since the coaching change. MarcAndre Fleury has a lot to do with that.

28. Seattle Kraken (LW: 29). This is probably true for any
team, but I want to see what this team looks like with good
goaltending.

23. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 17). Since winning their season
opener the Kings have gone on a six-game losing streak,
that was followed by a seven-game winning streak, that is
now being followed by an ongoing four-game losing streak. It
all balances out to a .500 team.

29. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 27). Such a frustrating
situation. They have high-end talent at the top of the roster,
but everything else here is just so average to below average
and has been for seven years now.

24. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 19). This was never supposed to
be a playoff season. Just see progress and hope young
players develop. Both things are happening.
25. San Jose Sharks (LW: 26). They are 4-8-1 since that 4-00 start. Never jump to conclusions based on early season
results.
26. New York Islanders (LW: 18). Just a confluence of bad
things happening. The 13-game road trip to open the
season, COVID-19 protocols, injuries, bad luck on the ice.
When they have a full roster you have to imagine this team
can turn it around. But they are also facing a pretty big uphill
climb.

30. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 31). At this point you are just
hoping that players like Cole Caufield and Nick Suzuki keep
developing into impact players.
31. Ottawa Senators (LW: 30). Almost impossible to rate
them right now given that they have not played in a week,
and when they have played they have had a fraction of a
roster.
32. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). After winning one of their first
15 games the Coyotes are now 3-0-1 in their past four
games. Not the prettiest wins, but they are not going to turn
them down right now.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Raanta discuss overtime loss to Sharks
By Alec Sawyer
The Carolina Hurricanes are indeed beatable, as the San
Jose Sharks took down the Canes 2-1 in overtime Monday
night to hand Carolina just its third loss of the season.
The Canes got a great effort in net from Antti Raanta and a
second-period snipe from Tony DeAngelo to secure one
point, but couldn’t muster anything on the power play as the
Sharks battled back and one it in the extra period.
Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, DeAngelo
and Raanta met with members of the media. Here is what
they had to say:
Rod Brind’Amour
On the team’s performance: It was way better. It was a good
game. We played well. It was one of those things where we
didn’t get pucks through, but we were trying to do the right
things. We gave them a few chances at the end. I didn’t love
our last couple shifts. But other than that, I thought we had a
solid game. We didn’t have our power play. That could be
better. That’s obviously the difference in the game. They got
a power-play goal. It doesn’t count as one, but it’s essentially
a power-play goal. We didn’t. But I thought it was a good
effort.
On Raanta’s night: He was solid. Both goalies played really
well and kept their teams in the game. It was a much better
game than the one before, that’s for sure.
On San Jose’s ability to block the shooting lanes: We knew
that coming in. That’s kind of how they play. Some nights
you’re going to have that. Some nights those are going to go
through, and you’ll be all alone at the net. We had a few of
those too. You’ve got to take what they give you, and we did.
We just didn’t capitalize.
On if pucks just weren’t bouncing for them after the blocked
shots: Yeah. Exactly. There’s not much else you can do. You
can try to get a little cuter, and that doesn’t usually work,
either. I thought we worked really hard. We didn’t get the
bounce we were looking for. It was a pretty good game.
On the way the team mentally kept fighting through it: Yeah,
that’s exactly what I’m talking about. It wasn’t easy. We were
doing a lot of good things. I thought our D played really well
as a group. We didn’t give them a heck of a lot, either. The
chance they had was more of our forwards blowing their
coverage a little bit. You’re going to get games like that. I can
live with that game. It’s better to me than the one we won a
couple of nights ago.
On if it’s keeping things going the same in Seattle: Yeah.
There’s obviously a lot of things we can get better at, but I
liked the way we played. I liked how we just stuck with it the
whole game. That’s what we have to do.

On being able to move DeAngelo up to play with Jaccob
Slavin, and on how worried he is that the team could have
more COVID cases coming after Ethan Bear tested positive:
We knew Tony could play. Tony has played with [Slavin]
before in a lot of games this year. Maybe not to start the
game, but we’ve moved him up there. We know that we can
do that. Your other question is the one that we worry about
with the nature of it. When you look around the league, it’s
very rare that one guy gets it. It’s just an unfortunate thing
that everybody is dealing with. We’ll take it as it comes, I
guess.
On if he knows how long Bear will be gone: I have no idea, to
be quite honest with you.
Tony DeAngelo
On his goal: Yeah it was a shot that got blocked and then
another one that I think [Seth Jarvis] threw across. It came
out and their guys were covering the middle there, screening
their own goalie. So I just tried to pick a spot.
On the team’s performance: Getting a point was good. It was
a big faceoff win there at the end trying to kill that 21
seconds off. Tough time for a penalty call there. I don’t know.
We just got tripped right before that, and then we trip. Tough
call. But, it’s good to get a point. We would have liked to get
two, but you can’t win every game. I thought we did a pretty
decent job. It wasn’t a terrible game at all. We had some
chances and couldn’t capitalize. [Raanta] played really big
for us and kept us in it. You take a point and move on.
On San Jose’s ability to block the shooting lanes: Yeah, they
blocked a lot. They were in the lane. They had two layers.
They had the first guy blocking the point man and then the
second layer in front of the net. We just didn’t get bounces. A
lot of the time it’s usually that you’re going to get it to hit off of
someone and break to one of our guys because nobody is
covering them when you’re blocking twice. No bounces
tonight.. It is what it is.
On the struggles of a long trip: Road trips are alright. This
one is obviously a little bit longer, doing a lot of travelling. No
back-to-backs, so a lot of days in between. I don’t mind road
trips. I can’t speak for everybody. We would like to get home,
but it’s just playing hockey and having fun. It’s our first long
trip as a team with a lot of new guys. There’s team bonding
and all that stuff. Sure we would like to be home, but I don’t
find it to be that big of a deal.
On the power play: Our power play wasn’t very sharp. It was
different than our 5-on-5. Much sharper, our 5-on-5 was. We
didn’t get much going, didn’t get much zone time, didn’t get
many shots. It wasn’t good enough. When you have two
power plays, especially one in the third, us 10 guys have got
to find a way to get one. You can’t be going 0 for 3, 0 for 2, 0
for 1 or whatever. We’ve got to start bearing down there.
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Antti Raanta
On his performance and how he felt: Like in Vegas, I’m just
starting to feel more comfortable in there. We kind of knew
what it was going to be today. There was going to be a lot of
shots from the point, a lot of screens. For me, I just know that
if I can control my rebounds and makes saves we’re gonna
be successful. Maybe a couple too many rebounds where it
went straight to their guy. It was unfortunate with the first
goal what they got, I don’t know if it hit a little on Tony’s stick
or not, but I can make that save and keep us in the lead.
That’s hockey. Sometimes bad bounces happen. It’s getting
better. I feel good. I feel confident. It’s fun to play. Obviously
you want to get those two points.
On getting two starts relatively close together after the start
to his season: Yeah, obviously every goalie wants to play
and every goalie wants to get in that rhythm. But when
Freddie [Andersen] is playing like he’s playing and when the
schedule is giving us the chance, obviously you have to go
with the hottest goalie in the league. Whenever I get the
chance, I just want to get out there and give the team a

chance to win. I put in the work in practice and get that
confidence and good feeling from there. Obviously the last
couple games I’ve been better. I’ve been close to what I can
do, but I still feel like I can be a little bit sharper in some
moments. It’s getting better.
On if the road trips get harder when they get this long: Yeah,
obviously it’s always tough, especially with my mom, she
actually came last Saturday to Raleigh. I need to wait a few
more days to see my mom, but it’s nice for my wife and for
the kids to have the grandma there. Now we just try to hang
out with the boys for a couple more days. Obviously we’ve
been playing every other day, so it goes pretty fast. We’re
travelling in between the games. It’s fun. I think we have a lot
of new guys in the team, so I think this trip has been kind of
good for team building and getting to know the other guys a
little bit better. When you’ve got a couple of weeks on the
road, you get to know the guys pretty well. It’s been a lot of
fun. A couple more games to go, and we’ll try to get a couple
more wins and go home for one game.
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Sharks bite Canes in OT, Raanta helps secure point
By Alec Sawyer
If you play with fire you’re going to get burned, and if you
play ugly hockey you’re eventually going to lose a game.
The Carolina Hurricanes have been far from their best during
their three-game California swing, and it finally bit them in the
loss column Monday night in San Jose. The Canes fell to the
Sharks 2-1 in overtime, as an off-kilter effort and nonexistent
power play doomed Carolina to just its third loss of the
season.
To his credit Antti Raanta was very good in Carolina’s net
Monday, stopping 25 of the 27 shots he faced. Raanta kept
the Canes in the game for a long time, and did a lot himself
to earn the team its one point. It was the rest of the squad
that fell flat, as Carolina couldn’t muster enough with the
puck to reward Raanta fully for his efforts.
Former Hurricane James Reimer was the winning goalie in
San Jose’s net, as he allowed just one second-period rocket
off the stick of Tony DeAngelo past him in a 22-save effort.
The Sharks got a game-tying goal from Kevin Labanc early
in the third period before Alexander Barabanov won it in OT.
The opening period was a battle, as neither team was too
keen to give up much in its defensive zone. Both defensive
units were active and strong, with both goaltenders making a
couple key saves to keep things scoreless.
In total, the Canes and Sharks combined for 27 hits and just
15 shots on goal in the opening 20 minutes, with the teams
combining for a whopping total of just three high-danger
chances (all for San Jose). It was Raanta who had probably
the biggest highlight of the period, stretching to deny a great
chance by Timo Meier.
The Canes got off to a blistering start in the second period,
though, controlling the puck and scoring just 1:16 in. Carolina
possessed the puck in the offensive zone for quite some
time, with DeAngelo guiding the play.
After the Sharks blocked a couple shot and pass attempts
from the Canes, DeAngelo made a great positioning play to
get the puck back, and he ripped an absolute laser beam of
a slap shot through traffic and past Reimer into the net.

Things stayed relatively chippy after DeAngelo’s opener, with
neither team giving much of an edge. The Sharks had a
couple unfortunate breaks with pucks hitting the post, and
they also got turned away by quite a few good saves from
Raanta, who had a heck of a middle period.
The Canes got the first power play of the game after Seth
Jarvis got pulled down behind San Jose’s net, and it was
quite frankly, bad. Carolina got nothing going with the man
advantage, spending a good chunk of the time chasing San
Jose’s dumped pucks out of the zone.
The second period came to and with the Canes holding onto
their 1-0 lead, thanks at the end to another very, very good
save by Raanta in the final minute of the frame.
San Jose tied things up at 1-1 less than four minutes into the
final period, as a rare misstep by Jaccob Slavin led to a goal
for the Sharks. Slavin whiffed on a clearance attempt in the
corner, which allowed the puck to fall to Labanc in the circle.
Labanc slotted it past Raanta, tying things up with most of
the third period left to play.
The Canes got another power play a few minutes after the
Labanc goal, this one for too many Sharks on the ice, and it
wasn’t any better than the first. Carolina never really got the
puck settled with the man advantage, scrambling for most of
the two minutes.
Carolina couldn’t go a full 60 minutes without taking a
penalty of its own, though, as Brett Pesce got called for
tripping with just 21 seconds left in the game and the score
still even at 1-1.
The Canes killed off the regulation portion of the Pesce
penalty, and it was Raanta who really earned the point for
the Canes. Raanta turned away quite a few good scoring
chances late in regulation.
Carolina technically killed off the overtime portion of the
penalty as well, though San Jose scored almost immediately
after things went back to even strength to win the game.
Barbanov collected a rebound and slotted it calmly into an
open net.
The Canes’ road trip will continue Wednesday in an exciting
new adventure, as Carolina will take on the Seattle Kraken
for the first time.
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Canes salvage point in overtime loss to Sharks
The Carolina Hurricanes dropped their first game of a sixgame road trip out west, losing 2-1 in overtime to the San
Jose Sharks on Monday, Nov. 22.
Despite the loss, the extended stay away from Raleigh is an
opportunity to build chemistry on a newcomer-heavy roster.
“We've been playing every other day so it goes pretty fast,”
said goaltender Antti Raanta. “...We have a lot of new guys
in the team so I think this trip has been really good for teambuilding and getting to know the guys a little bit better.”
The Canes (14-2-1) were missing a key cog in their defense
as defenseman Ethan Bear tested positive for COVID-19.
Defenseman Brendan Smith filled in his spot on the
defensive lines, but the Sharks (9-8-1) just squeezed past
Carolina to secure the win in OT.
“You look around the league, it's very rare for one guy to get
it,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “This is an unfortunate
thing that everybody's dealing with and we'll take it as it
comes.”
Despite the loss, a few Hurricanes notched personal
milestones in San Jose. Center Jordan Staal played his
600th game in a Canes sweater, and center Seth Jarvis
officially entered the first year of his entry-level contract by
playing in his 10th game this year.

The Hurricanes struggled to get quality chances largely due
to the Shark’s persistence in blocking shots. San Jose
blocked 23 Carolina shots compared to 12 vice versa,
refusing to give the Canes easy looks at the net.
The one exception was a rocket off the stick of defenseman
Tony DeAngelo that opened the scoring. After a scoreless
first period that featured only 15 combined shots, DeAngelo
ripped a shot past San Jose goaltender and former Carolina
Hurricane James Reimer to put his squad up 1-0.
Raanta did his best to hold that lead but an onslaught of
scoring opportunities for the Sharks proved just a little too
much to overcome. Kevin LaBanc equalized early in the third
period before Alexander Barabanov put the game to bed
after 102 seconds of overtime.
“Both goalies played really well and kept their teams in the
game,” Brind’Amour said. “Could we have been better?
Yeah. But it was a much better game than the one before, for
sure.”
Carolina will conclude this venture out west with a meeting
against the Seattle Kraken before heading to Philadelphia to
round out the road trip. Puck drop in Seattle is scheduled for
10 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 24.

TODAY’S LINKS
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256053417.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256032577.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256045487.html
https://theathletic.com/news/hurricanes-rookie-seth-jarvis-to-play-10th-nhl-game-vs-sharks-kicking-in-entry-level-contract/0l6o7B0RXypb/
https://theathletic.com/2947603/2021/11/23/the-early-inevitable-arrival-of-hurricanes-prospect-seth-jarvis-watch-out-because-he-is-coming-at-fullforce/
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/sharks-get-equalizer-beat-hurricanes-in-overtime/
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-point-in-overtime-loss-to-san-jose/c-328248284
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/earned-it-jarvis-to-remain-with-canes/c-328229552
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-san-jose-sharks-game-recap/c-328040308
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-san-jose-san-jose-sharks-hockey-34d7e17e4b08acfc1f79d4447221b304
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-jaden-schwartz-f4d7c9355d7141819fabe60dc364d303
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/22/nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-keep-rolling-new-york-islanders-struggling/
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/23/22798160/they-said-it-brindamour-deangelo-raanta-discuss-overtime-loss-to-sharks
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/23/22798134/sharks-bite-canes-in-ot-raanta-helps-secure-point
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-salvage-point-in-overtime-loss-to-sharks/article_99302766-4c28-11ec-804e-efecdfefcf1d.html
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The Canes’ Seth Jarvis is getting paid. What playing a 10th NHL game
means for the rookie

By Chip Alexander Updated November 22, 2021 10:15 PM

Seth Jarvis is staying put, just as many expected. The Carolina
Hurricanes’ rookie forward will be in the lineup for his 10th NHL game on
Monday against the San Jose Sharks, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour
said after the morning skate. That will activate the first year of his threeyear, entry-level contract with the Canes that pays him $832,500 at the
NHL level. The Canes’ other option would have been to return Jarvis, 19,
to his junior hockey team, the Portland Winterhawks of the Western
Hockey League, after nine games. That’s not going to happen. He’s
staying and playing. Jarvis was on the Canes’ roster as the season
began but did not play until forward Nino Niederreiter suffered an injury
Oct. 29 against Chicago. Jarvis made his NHL debut Oct. 31 against
Arizona, playing on the fourth line and picking up an assist for his first
NHL point, but has since earned a spot on the top line at right wing and
played Monday with center Sebastian Aho and winger Teuvo Teravainen.
Jarvis has delivered. He has goals in each of the past three games and
four in his nine games. He also has had two goals disallowed -- the first
when he was offside entering the offensive zone and the second on what
appeared to be a premature referee’s whistle. “It’s a lot of fun,” Aho said
Saturday after the Canes’ 5-4 win over the Los Angeles Kings. “He’s a
good kid, he can really skate and he’s a smart player. I just try to find him
and, obviously, he can score.” Jarvis was the Canes’ first-round draft pick
in 2020 and the 13th overall pick. That came after the Winnipeg,
Manitoba, native finished up his third season with the Winterhawks with
42 goals and 98 points in 58 games. When the the WHL was delayed in
starting up for the 2020-21 season because of the pandemic, Jarvis was
allowed to compete for the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey
League. He got in nine games and was leading the league with 11 points
when WHL training camps began and he was assigned by the Canes to
Portland. There is no AHL option this season for Jarvis. Under the
agreement the NHL has with the Canadian Hockey League, he must
either play for the Canes this season or be returned to Portland. If
returned, at any point of the NHL season, he could not rejoin Carolina
until after the Winterhawks’ season was completed.When Jarvis signed
his entry-level contract on Dec. 28, 2020, Canes president and general
manager Don Waddell said the team was “excited to watch him continue
his development into an NHL player.” That development has come
quicker than expected.
Jarvis played so well in a prospects showcase event host by the Tampa
Bay Lightning in September that one NHL scout called him the best
player at the event. Then it was on to the Canes’ preseason training
camp.
“My goal is to try and crack their roster,” Jarvis said before camp began
in an interview with the News & Observer. “I’ll do everything in my power

to make my way on there and make their decision as hard as possible. I
want to put my best foot forward and show what I can do.”
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The early, inevitable arrival of Hurricanes prospect Seth Jarvis: ‘Watch
out, because he is coming at full force’

By Sara Civian Nov 22, 2021

When Seth Jarvis took the ice at PNC Arena on Oct. 31, gearing up for
the traditional NHL rookie solo lap before the puck dropped on
Hurricanes-Coyotes, one simple task was on his mind.
“Don’t fall on the puck and don’t toe-pick,” he said.
Mission accomplished.
“After I got past that, I was just super excited. The fans were awesome.
They were loud. It was everything I expected.”
He wasn’t the only one nervous about the moment. The 19-year-old’s
parents, Ray and Tracey, and his older brother, Kayden, had been
waiting anxiously for this day, as well. Making a trip from Winnipeg to
Raleigh, North Carolina, is extra difficult these days. The Jarvis family
had been COVID-19 testing every few days to make sure they wouldn’t
miss Seth’s NHL debut.
“My mom is very — she needs to have structure; she needs to have
routine,” Kayden told The Athletic recently. “This has been killing her, just
the day by day kind of stuff. My dad is a bit more easygoing. But it’s been
exciting for both of them. They’re just over-the-moon proud.
“It was honestly probably one of the best moments of my entire life, just
getting down there and getting to watch him play — just because I’ve
known how hard he’s worked, how hard my parents have worked, to get
him to this spot that he’s in.”
The No. 13 pick from the 2020 draft had arrived with the Hurricanes.
And now we know he’s not going anywhere for a while. Head coach Rod
Brind’Amour confirmed Monday that Jarvis will play his 10th NHL game
Monday night against the Sharks, crossing the “tryout” threshold. Per the
CHL-NHL agreement, a team is allowed to use a junior-eligible player in
nine NHL games before deciding whether to burn a year of his entry-level
contract or send him back to his junior team (for Jarvis, the Portland
Winterhawks). The Hurricanes could always return Jarvis later, but losing
a year of the entry-level deal down the line disincentivizes them to keep
him if they intend to do that.
Outsiders may not have seen this coming — may say this is ahead of
schedule — but Jarvis’ family has known it’d happen since he was four
years old and said it out loud. When he first learned how to write, he put
pen to paper and declared not only that he was going to make it to the
NHL, but also the steps he’d take to make it happen.
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And even before that, Jarvis had what his brother called a “tell” that he
was going to grow up to be a determined force to be reckoned with.
“When he was a baby, before he could even talk, he always had a
soother in his mouth,” Kayden said. “You knew that when he would tilt
the soother and his eyes would narrow, you had about three or four
seconds where you had to decide if you would stay there and take a
punch. He would come storming at you.
“He’s always been like this, where anything he did, he was going 100
mph. He was going as hard as he can, and then he had this
competitiveness to him, where if you got on the wrong side of him, you’d
better watch out because he is coming full force.”
A grown-up Jarvis indicated after missing a penalty shot in Anaheim last
week that he has improved on the three- to four-second trigger.
“I give myself a 20-second rule,” he said. “I think about it for 20 seconds
and get mad about it, then I let it go. You can’t dwell on things that long,
especially in a fast game like that. You’ve got to move forward, and
whatever happens, happens.”
This 100 mph, hard-as-he-can-go, rage-harnessing ability has been on
display early in his explosive NHL career — an assist in Game 1, a goal
in Game 2, then two consecutive disallowed goals followed by two
consecutive game-winners and a game-opening goal. Through nine NHL
games, he’s amassed four goals (all even strength), one assist and a
plus-4 rating. He’s also drawn four penalties and is good for several highdanger chances per evening.
“Any time I was watching him play growing up and I saw him get hooked
or slashed or anything like that, you could tell when he got to the bench,”
Kayden said. “Me and my parents would look at each other and be like,
‘Oh boy, someone’s in trouble next shift.'”
Maybe that’s why, after having two consecutive goals disallowed a few
weeks ago, he just groaned, “Again?!” and then went on to score three
more. Mind you, he’s a teenager trying to stay on an NHL roster.
PIC.TWITTER.COM/NGJRZHXTG3
— HANNAH SMITH (@HLSMITH_2) NOVEMBER 14, 2021
“It’s a lot of fun (playing with him),” linemate Sebastian Aho said. “He’s a
good kid. He can really skate and is a smart player. It’s fun to play with
him, and I just try to find him and, obviously, he can score.”
And scoring is just the start. The most impressive thing Jarvis has done
so far in the NHL is earning Brind’Amour’s trust as an all-around player.
He’s moved from the bottom six to the first line, and he’s gone from
playing 10:01 in his first game and 9:14 in his second game to a high of
18:43 in Game 6 and averaging 15:33 in his past three games.
“I think that’s what makes Seth so versatile is he’s able to play different
roles,” said Kayden, who is a skills coach at The Rink Training Center in
Winnipeg. “He’s able to be a scorer, he’s able to be a grinder or be in a
checking role. A player like that, you can slot him into different areas.
(It’s) so huge for a team. Especially a team like Carolina that’s so deep,
where the top six is pretty much solidified.
“If you want to be able to play a role, you have to adjust your game a little
bit. I think that’s one of the things Seth does super well, he’s able to kind
of switch between ‘OK, this game I’m focused on trying to score.’ Maybe
next game, it’s PK. Whatever it is, he’s always been able to rotate
through those roles.”
Still, with his CHL eligibility and the Hurricanes’ strength up front, it would
have been easy to write off the 5-foot-10, 175-pound Jarvis’ chances of
making it this far on a team that could be contending for a Cup next
summer.
His determination and skill have dictated otherwise. Brind’Amour already
slotting him onto the first line and the power play is telling, but perhaps
it’s because he can actually handle the rest.

“In one word: He’s got the skill level,” Brind’Amour said. “That certainly
helps. And then, he’s a very quick learner. His play away from the puck
— that’s always been the jammer for the kids coming out of junior
hockey. They can handle a puck, they have talent, but a lot of the time,
it’s that awareness away from the puck. He’s done a real nice job with
that. Everything we’ve thrown at him, he’s seemed to really pick up.
That’s why he’s still here.”
Jarvis turned the front offices’ heads in the AHL when he scored seven
goals and 11 points in nine games, but he was playing against AHL
players. He turned heads again at the offseason prospect showcase, but
he was playing against prospects.
He became truly impossible to count out during the preseason with the
Hurricanes, when he was playing against talent like Brayden Point, of the
back-to-back Stanley Cup champion Lightning. Jarvis idolized Point
growing up, seeing a smaller player he could emulate in him. Point didn’t
know that, but he told Jarvis during the teams’ preseason game that
based on the way he was playing, he was going to make the Hurricanes.
Point was right, and now it looks like he’ll stick around.
“It’s pretty clear what’s gonna happen,” Brind’Amour said after Jarvis’
ninth game with the team. “I could have told you that eight or nine games
ago, but (the Hurricanes front office) loves the drama.”
The Jarvis family, not so much. Maybe now Tracey will finally get some
routine back in her life.
The Athletic LOADED: 11.23.2021
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Seattle Kraken

In ending six-game skid, Kraken worked to show up for audience that
showed up for them

Nov. 22, 2021 at 5:05 pm Updated Nov. 22, 2021 at 5:44 pm
By Marisa Ingemi
Seattle Times staff reporter

On Friday night when the Kraken scored their first goal after trailing 7-0
against Colorado, fans at Climate Pledge Arena might have thought they
were about to stage a comeback.
The crowd stayed, and stayed up in that moment, even though the
Kraken went on to lose 7-3. The setback extended their losing streak to
six games.
It sounds corny, but after the Kraken snapped the skid Sunday night with
a 5-2 win over the Capitals, the crowd support seemed to genuinely
matter to them.
“We lost six in a row, (and we were) at home,” Kraken goalie Philipp
Grubauer said. “We scored the first goal, it’s 7-0 (on Friday), the fans
cheer us on. And it’s incredible. I’ve been in places where they throw
beer cans at you.”
That’s one different thing about this first Kraken season. Some might
attribute the fan support to the novelty surrounding the team and a city
that is just happy to have an NHL team.
A less cynical thought is that the fan base, in its joy over the Kraken
being here, is a relevant part of Seattle’s first NHL season.
It’s telling that after Sunday’s victory so much of the postgame
conversation was about showing up for the audience that has showed up
for them.
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“It’s been tough. It’s not a lot of fun,” coach Dave Hakstol said. “I believe
our players coming out of (Friday), that hockey game, that stings. That
stings, and it stays with you. The atmosphere in our building also stays
with you. It’s probably a little bit of that mindset of how much support we
had two nights ago on a crappy night and then to be able to come out
tonight and do what we could to reward the people up there and, most
importantly, take pride in our standard tonight, and that’s what
happened.”
Grubauer is right, too; some hockey cities wouldn’t tolerate losing six
games in a row. But there’s hardly been a boo or jeer at Climate Pledge
over the four games of losing on home ice. And sure, in the midst of
Sunday’s game, the crowd felt more engaged and ready to burst in
anticipation of seeing a win.
“You’re not only playing for the fans in the city and the logo in front of
you, but you’re playing for the guy next to you,” Grubauer said.
“Everybody’s gotta keep themselves accountable.”
Throughout the losing streak, though at times it felt monotonous and
players seemed genuinely lost for answers, there was that sense of
accountability. Players spoke honestly after each game. They took it
upon themselves to find answers.
Some of that led to pressing too much, but that was because of their
desire to end the streak. It made Sunday’s win more rewarding.
“Just to have that support, we want to come out and give the fans what
they want,” Grubauer said. “And we need those points, we can’t lose
another game (in a row). So we have got to get going, and I think it was
the right time.”
Perhaps forward Calle Jarnkrok said it best: “Maybe because we’re sick
and tired of losing.”
Hakstol has talked multiple times about honestly evaluating losses.
Grubauer talked after the game as well about how hard everybody was
working.
It’s one win, and the schedule isn’t getting any easier. Another loss
Sunday, and the streak could have gone into dangerous territory.
But they pulled out of it, and they did it on home ice. Even after what
could have been an easy opportunity to check out as an expansion team
that’s just happy to be here, the column in the NHL standings under
“streak” says “W1.”

I don’t know what is technically considered “the modern era,” but for the
purposes of this article we’re going to go back to 1991 (somehow, that
was already 30 years ago!) to look at how every expansion team since
fared in its first season.
An unfair standard was set in 2017 by the Vegas Golden Knights, doing a
disservice to the Kraken as the comparison continues to be Vegas.
Those guys don’t count; here is a more realistic picture of what the
outlook might be for the rest of this inaugural Seattle Kraken season.
• 1991: San Jose Sharks (17-58-5)
If you thought the Kraken’s recent six-game losing streak was tough,
imagine sitting through 13 straight losses like the Sharks endured early
on in their inaugural season, which dropped them at one point to 1-15 on
the year. San Jose was shut out nine times that season and allowed
more than 10 goals in a game on three different occasions.
• 1992: Tampa Bay Lightning (23-54-7)
The Lightning at one point surged to the front of their division, but
multiple long losing streaks stamped out any sustained momentum and
they ran out of gas over the last two months of the season, winning just
four times in their final 27 games. Tampa did put up a respectable mark
that was close to average for an expansion team moving forward.
• 1992: Ottawa Senators (10-70-4)
The Lightning’s fellow expansion team in the 1992-93 season endured a
rougher debut into the NHL. Ottawa set records for futility with the
longest home losing streak (11 games), longest road losing streak (38),
and the fewest road wins in a season (one). Oh, and in the expansion
draft, the Senators proceeded to make three picks that were ineligible.
• 1993: Florida Panthers (33-34-17)
This is how tough it is to be a success in your first season. The Panthers
are held up as the standard-bearer from this era yet they didn’t even
reach .500 in year one. The original expectation for the Kraken was to be
a playoff team right away, yet even the Panthers came up short in their
inaugural season, finishing just one point out of the final playoff spot.
• 1993: Anaheim Mighty Ducks (33-46-5)
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Something was in the water (or more appropriately, the ice) in 1993
because the two most successful expansion seasons from this era came
in the form of the Mighty Ducks and Panthers. Anaheim finished with an
equal number of wins as its fellow expansion team, Florida, and similarly
ended the year ninth in its conference, just one spot out of making the
playoffs. They did struggle in one area that will be familiar to Kraken fans,
finishing last in power-play goals (54) and power-play percentage
(14.36%).
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• 1998: Nashville Predators (28-47-7)

That’s a good enough place to start again.

Seattle Kraken

How Seattle Kraken compare to NHL expansion teams of last 30 years

Nov 22, 2021, 10:36 AM
BY MIKE LEFKO

The Predators finished with the third-most wins of any expansion team to
that point yet still finished second-to-last in the Western Conference. It
was a solid season, no massive losing streaks, but there were no big
winning streaks either. The Predators won three games in a row just
once all year and finished the season on a four-game losing streak.
• 1999: Atlanta Thrashers (14-61-7)

The Seattle Kraken are mired at the bottom of the Pacific Division, nearly
last in the Western Conference, and and while it is understandably
frustrating, it is unfortunately a routine part of an expansion’s team’s first
season.

It was a tough start but big no means disastrous for the Thrashers in the
first couple months of the season, but it all came undone over the back
half of the schedule. In February and March they lost 12 in a row, which
was in the midst of a stretch that saw the Thrashers lose 22 of 23 games.
At least the Kraken don’t have to worry about the apathy which greeted
this franchise from the outset. They lasted just 11 years in Atlanta before
moving to Winnipeg and becoming the new Jets.

Eide: Where the frustration for struggling Seattle Kraken lies

• 2000: Columbus Blue Jackets (28-39-9)

There will be highs, like Sunday’s 5-2 win over the Washington Capitals,
and there will certainly be lows throughout the season, but in the end the
Kraken will likely be right around the average for a first-year team.

The Blue Jackets won just once in their first nine games but overall did
pretty well for an expansion team thanks to a surge at the end of January
and a strong February. The record was good enough for a tie for 13th in
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the Western Conference, ahead of the last place Mighty Ducks, and their
fellow expansion team from Minnesota.
• 2000: Minnesota Wild (25-39-13)
It took the Wild six games until they got their first win, and they never got
to .500 at any point of the season. The high-water mark came when they
won eight of 10 at the end of January into February, but they couldn’t
sustain the momentum after that stretch. However, one comparison that
would bode well for the Kraken: with their first NHL Draft pick (No. 3
overall), the Wild selected Marian Gaborik, who played eight years with
the team and is still the all-time leading goal scorer in franchise history.
It’s not a pretty picture, and we won’t even delve into what often
happened during the second season for these franchises. So for now,
just enjoy the ride and the “new car smell” of a state-of-the-art arena and
another pro team in town.
It seems bad now, but the Kraken are just paying their dues, the latest in
a long line of teams having to make the hard climb to find their footing
before building to prosperity.
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Philadelphia Flyers

Over the last 10 games, the Flyers have struggled to score, registering
just 18 goals while allowing 27. In an effort to do away with the recent
trend, Vigneault tried shaking up the Flyers’ forward lines and power-play
units in practice on Monday afternoon.
Vigneault’s adjustments to the forward lines focused on the bottom six,
with Willman and winger Oskar Lindblom trading places — Willman
skated on the third line with center Scott Laughton and winger James van
Riemsdyk, and Lindblom skated on the fourth line with center Nate
Thompson and winger Zack MacEwen.
However, those tweaks to the lines aren’t guaranteed to survive until
Tuesday night’s game.
“I wanted to see it in practice today just to take a look at it,” Vigneault
said. “Gonna sit down with my assistants later on today and decide what
the lineup is going to be.”
Flyers goalie Carter Hart, left, dives to block Derick Brassard's (19) shot
during the Flyers practice in the Tampa Bay Lightning's arena on
Monday, Nov. 22, 2021. Brassard scored the Flyers' most recent power
play goal against the Bruins on Nov. 20.
Flyers goalie Carter Hart, left, dives to block Derick Brassard's (19) shot
during the Flyers practice in the Tampa Bay Lightning's arena on
Monday, Nov. 22, 2021. Brassard scored the Flyers' most recent power
play goal against the Bruins on Nov. 20.Read more
Giana Han

Flyers center Kevin Hayes ‘week to week’ after reinjuring himself against
Calgary Flames

by Olivia Reiner
Published Nov 22, 2021

Second-line center Kevin Hayes (abdominal) reinjured himself in the
Flyers’ game against the Calgary Flames on Nov. 16 and is now
considered “week to week,” coach Alain Vigneault said after practice on
Monday. He did not have a specific timeline for Hayes’ return.
Hayes made the trip to Tampa Bay with the team in advance of Tuesday
night’s game against the Lightning. He is expected to stay in Tampa for a
couple of extra days to receive treatment from a specialist identified by
the Flyers’ medical staff.
“We have a couple of opinions,” Vigneault said. “So at this time, all I can
say is he’s week to week. Reinjured the same injury and we’re in the
process of rehabbing there.”
In the second period against the Flames, Hayes got tangled up with
Flames forward Elias Lindholm and fell to the ice before scrambling off to
the locker room. Hayes missed the rest of the second period, but he
returned for the third and finished the game with 14 minutes and 51
seconds of ice time. Additionally, Hayes participated in practice with the
Flyers the following day and even made a brief appearance at morning
skate before being ruled out of their game against the Tampa Bay
Lightning on Nov. 18.
Hayes had abdominal surgery on Sept. 21 and started the season on
long-term injured reserve. After sitting out for the first 12 games of the
season, he made his return to the lineup on Nov. 13 against the Dallas
Stars. In total, Hayes played two games and scored his first goal of the
season against the Flames before he was sidelined again with injury.
With Hayes out for the time being, the Flyers recalled Max Willman from
the Lehigh Valley Phantoms on Nov. 18. Willman is expected to be in the
lineup against the Lightning.
Still looking for an offensive spark

Vigneault also introduced a new face to the second power-play unit:
defenseman Travis Sanheim. He was positioned on the left side of the
formation with defenseman Keith Yandle at the point, center Sean
Couturier on the right side, winger Joel Farabee in the slot and van
Riemsdyk as the net-front presence.
Against the Bruins on Nov. 20, Vigneault tried Lindblom in the slot on the
second power-play unit. However, Vigneault decided that utilizing
Lindblom on both the power play and the penalty kill was too challenging
of a workload in addition to his five-on-five duties.
“We’ve played Travis on one of the power-play units in the past,”
Vigneault said. “Had him out there today. Hopefully, he can bring
something tomorrow and he can help us win that game.”
The Flyers’ top power play from the game against the Bruins — winger
Claude Giroux on the left, defenseman Ivan Provorov at the point, winger
Cam Atkinson on the right, center Derick Brassard in the slot and winger
Travis Konecny at net-front — remained intact in practice on Monday.
With this personnel, Brassard scored a power-play goal against the
Bruins, the team’s first since Nov. 13 against the Stars when Provorov
found the back of the net.
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Philadelphia Flyers

Flyers prospect Wade Allison closer to returning; Tyson Foerster could
miss rest of season

by Sam Carchidi
Published Nov 22, 2021

There is mixed news on the Flyers’ prospects who are trying to battle
back from injuries.
The most positive development: Wade Allison, a rugged right winger who
is one of the organization’s best prospects, has resumed skating in
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Allentown and has been cleared to practice with the AHL’s Lehigh Valley
Phantoms, according to Flyers assistant general manager Brent Flahr.

21, two days before training camp. It was his second type of abdominal
surgery in fewer than four months.

Allison, who was impressive in a 14-game stint (four goals, seven points)
with the Flyers last season and had a good chance to make the team this
year, has been sidelined all season with a high right ankle sprain,
suffered in a rookie game in September. He should be ready to play for
the Phantoms in two or three weeks, Flahr said Monday.

Ellis, the team's prized offseason addition, reinjured himself Nov. 13 in
his first game back from a nagging lower-body issue. The top-pair
defenseman is out four to six weeks and has played in four games this
season.

With the Flyers struggling to score goals, Allison could help them at some
point this season.
Big right winger Tyson Foerster, shown during a Flyers intrasquad game
earlier in the year, might miss the rest of the season with the Phantoms
because of a shoulder injury.
The news on right winger Tyson Foerster, 19, wasn’t as promising. He
will be out for about five months with a shoulder injury, Flahr said, and
could miss the rest of the season. As an underage player, Foerster had
10 goals in 24 games with the Phantoms last season. He had two goals
over nine games this season before injuring his right shoulder while
diving for a puck on a five-on-three power play.
Flahr said this setback is to the opposite shoulder that Foerster injured
late last season.
Defenseman Samuel Morin, who is recovering from another knee
surgery, is week to week and hasn’t begun skating again, said Flahr, who
added that forward Tanner Laczynski should be out until February or
March. He and winger Ryan Fitzgerald are sidelined following hip
surgery.

It originally looked like Hayes had dodged a reinjury. During the second
period against Calgary, Hayes got tangled up with the stick of Flames
forward Elias Lindholm. Hayes' legs appeared to awkwardly split as his
right leg buckled. Hayes limped up the tunnel but was able to return for
the third period.
Not good. Kevin Hayes had to go up the tunnel. He awkwardly got
tangled up. pic.twitter.com/xPPMt9z3fx— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS)
November 17, 2021
"I was a little in panic mode there but talked to the trainers and figured it
out," Hayes said after the game.
Hayes practiced the next day and was on the ice briefly for an optional
morning skate before last Thursday night's game. After a mostly
unconcerned Alain Vigneault said he expected Hayes to play, the 6-foot5 pivot did not warm up and missed the Flyers' 4-3 shootout loss to the
Lightning.
Like Ellis, Hayes is a critical piece to the Flyers' engine. He's one of the
club's top penalty killers and also plays on the power play. Including the
playoffs, the Flyers have gone 31-3-2 in games that he has scored a
goal.

Defenseman Wyatte Wylie has resumed practicing after suffering an
upper-body injury, and Mason Millman (fractured kneecap) should be
back practicing in about a week. Finally, right winger Linus Sandin, who
got hit with a puck and had facial surgery, probably won’t be on the ice
for about a month, Flahr said.

Meanwhile, the Flyers (8-5-3) need some offensive punch. They've
scored 1.80 goals per game in their last 10 outings. Starting Tuesday on
the road against the Lightning (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP), the Flyers have a
stretch of three games in four days. The combined record of the teams
they face in those three games is 37-8-6.

“It’s been unbelievable with the injuries,” Flahr said. “I’ve never seen
anything like it. Hopefully, we get some guys back in a couple weeks, but
it’s been a crazy year. It’s been challenging.”

At forward, Max Willman is currently filling in on emergency loan, but also
keep an eye on prospect Morgan Frost. The playmaking center has three
goals and 10 assists in his last 10 games with AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley.

On a positive note, goalie Felix Sandström, who has a 3-5-3 record with
a 3.00 GAA and an .899 save percentage, has kept the Phantoms
competitive. The Phantoms’ other goalie, Sam Ersson, has been out
since Oct. 29 with a lower-body injury. Center Morgan Frost leads Lehigh
Valley (3-8-5) with 15 points, including 12 assists, in 16 games.

If the Flyers are desperate for an injection of offense — and that may be
soon — the 22-year-old could have his number called.

“Felix has really taken a step,” Flahr said. “Obviously the team in front of
him is depleted, but he’s really hung in there. He’s battled and looks
really promising.”

"I just told him to go down there, have a good start to the year," Joel
Farabee said in October. "I think that's the biggest thing. If he goes down
there and scores his first three or four games, puts up some good points
and plays well, I think they'll have no choice."
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Flyers dealing with another injury setback to a key piece

When Hayes was out to start the year, Frost didn't make the Flyers'
season-opening roster.
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Capitals run out of steam in Seattle, fall to the Kraken to close a
challenging road trip

BY JORDAN HALL
By Samantha Pell
First Ryan Ellis, now Kevin Hayes.
The Flyers have not had any good fortune whatsoever with players
returning from injuries.
Hayes, the club's second-line center, is considered week to week after
suffering a reinjury in the Flyers' 2-1 OT win last Tuesday night over the
Flames. The 29-year-old was playing in his second game back from an
abdominal surgery recovery. Hayes had to undergo the procedure Sept.

Today at 11:59 p.m. EST|Updated today at 12:54 a.m. EST

SEATTLE — The fatigued Washington Capitals were a step slow early in
the game and had late lineup absences that were too big to overcome in
a 5-2 loss to the Seattle Kraken on Sunday night at Climate Pledge
Arena.
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Sunday’s game was the Capitals’ seventh in 11 days, and it was the
second of a back-to-back set (following Saturday’s victory at San Jose) at
the end of a four-game West Coast road trip. The Kraken, which has
struggled in its debut season, found its offensive rhythm in the second
period and held on in the third to send the Capitals limping back to
Washington.
Washington (11-3-5) went 2-1-1 during a road trip that featured two sets
of back-to-backs. Sunday’s loss was the Capitals’ first in regulation since
a 2-1 defeat to Philadelphia on Nov. 6.
On top of the tough schedule, Washington had two late absences from its
lineup. Forwards T.J. Oshie and Conor Sheary did not play because of
injuries. Oshie, a Seattle-area native, was ruled out before warmups with
a lower-body injury. Sheary, who is day-to-day with an upper-body injury,
was not ruled out until after taking part in warmups.
With no more healthy forwards available, the Capitals had no choice but
to use a lineup of 11 forwards and seven defensemen (instead of the
standard 12 and six). It was the first time they had done so this season.
The Kraken (5-12-1) jumped out to a three-goal lead before Washington
made it interesting in the third. Alex Ovechkin scored his 15th goal of the
season — and the 745th of his career — at 3:09 to make it 4-2. Ovechkin
has 15 goals and 15 assists in 19 games.
But the Capitals could get no closer despite emptying the tank as the
third period unfolded, eventually putting 23 shots on goal. Seattle’s Yanni
Gourde found the empty net in the final minute to snuff Washington’s
hopes.
“There was a stretch in the second period that didn’t go our way, and
then from there we were chasing the game,” Capitals Coach Peter
Laviolette said. “Third period I thought we could have won the game. We
had enough chances to definitely put up six or seven goals.”

The injuries led to four rookie forwards being in the lineup Sunday. Brett
Leason was one of them; he was called up from Hershey of the American
Hockey League Sunday afternoon. Garrett Pilon was sent back down.
Something different
Trevor van Riemsdyk played defense and wing Sunday night. With his
team missing two forwards, van Riemsdyk filled in as the 12th option up
front. He played about half a dozen shifts, mainly on the right wing with
Connor McMichael and Axel Jonsson-Fjallby. In all, he skated 12:36.
“It wasn’t anything too crazy,” said van Riemsdyk, who noted that he
hadn’t played wing since before his college days. “It was what it was, and
we did our best to adjust.”
“This wasn’t something we planned on doing the whole game,” Laviolette
said. “We were hoping to get through the first period, and we were okay
going through the first and then as the game wore on then you can lean
on the players a little more with the schedule we’ve had in the last 11
days.”
Ex-Kraken return
Washington had two players in its lineup Sunday who were selected by
the Kraken in the expansion draft but never played for the NHL’s 32nd
organization: Vanecek and defenseman Dennis Cholowski. Vanecek was
dealt back to the Capitals in July for a 2023 second-round pick after
Seattle signed Grubauer in free agency.
Sunday was Cholowski’s debut with the Capitals after he was claimed off
waivers from Seattle on Oct. 14. Cholowski’s previous regular season
game came May 8 of last season when he was with Detroit.
He was a last-minute addition to the lineup when Sheary was
unavailable, playing the game despite not taking part in warmups. He
ended up skating 9:57 but took just one shift in the third period.

Washington’s Tom Wilson scored the first goal of the night 3:34 in. It was
his third in five games. Evgeny Kuznetsov set up the play, stealing the
puck from Jeremy Lauzon to the right of the net before he set up Wilson
in the right circle for a shot past Seattle’s Philipp Grubauer (37 saves),
the former Capitals backstop.
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The Kraken tied the score with 4:02 left in the first on Jared McCann’s
backhanded power-play goal past Vitek Vanecek (26 saves). It was the
first goal the Capitals had allowed in 135 minutes 58 seconds — Ilya
Samsonov had recorded shutouts in the previous two games — and the
first power-play goal they had yielded in nine games.

Samsonov named NHL’s Second Star of the week after 2 shutouts

Seattle scored twice in 43 seconds in the second period to take a 3-1
lead. Jaden Schwartz scored on a delayed penalty call with 13:43 left. On
the next shift, Adam Larsson scored a backdoor goal off the rush. Not
long after, Calle Jarnkrok notched Seattle’s fourth straight goal at 13:51.
Here is what to know from the Capitals’ loss:
From mites to peewees, T.J. Oshie left a mark on Seattle hockey. Seattle
hasn’t forgotten.
Injury updates
Oshie’s absence came a day after he was activated from injured reserve
and played against the Sharks, notching an assist in the 4-0 win.
Saturday brought Oshie’s first game since Oct. 27; he was injured when
he took a shot off his right foot. Laviolette said after Sunday’s game that
Oshie suffered the injury Saturday and that it is unrelated to his previous
one. It forced him to miss his last few shifts of the game.
Sheary’s absence came after he scored twice at San Jose. He played his
usual minutes and finished the game. Laviolette did not disclose details
of Sheary’s injury after Sunday’s game, other than saying his ailment
“popped up as he was getting ready.”
Sheary appeared to get hit by a Martin Fehervary dump-in in the second
period Saturday, but he never missed a shift.

1227363

Washington Capitals

BY MATT WEYRICH

Ilya Samsonov shut out both the San Jose Sharks and Los Angeles
Kings last week, earning the Capitals goalie a place among the NHL’s
“Three Stars” as the Second Star of the week.
Samsonov stopped 56 shots across the two contests, improving his
season save percentage to .924 through eight games (six starts). He’s
ceded a majority of Washington’s starts in net to Vitek Vanecek, who has
a .906 save percentage in 12 appearances. The two goalies have helped
the Capitals off to a strong start defensively, allowing the fourth-fewest
goals per game in the NHL at 2.32.
In addition to Samsonov, Calgary Flames left winger Johnny Gaudreau
(First Star) and Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar (Third Star)
rounded out this week’s top players. Gaudreau scored four goals with
three assists to lead Calgary to a 3-0-1 week while Makar notched five
points in a pair of wins for the Avalanche.
Thanks to Samsonov’s pair of shutouts, the Capitals went 2-1-1 on their
four-game road trip to maintain their second-place spot in the
Metropolitan Division behind only the Carolina Hurricanes. Up next,
Washington has games against the Montreal Canadiens and Florida
Panthers sandwiched around Thanksgiving before traveling to take on
the first-place Hurricanes in Raleigh on Sunday.
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The Athletic / NHL What If: Answering random questions about
hypothetical things that will never happen

By Dom Luszczyszyn
Nov 22, 2021

I get asked a lot of questions about my model. A lot. Sometimes they’re
technical, sometimes they’re sarcastic, sometimes they’re curious. But
my favourite ones are the ones that are completely off the wall — a
hypothetical situation that would never actually happen, but demands a
response for the audacity of it all. It’s the whimsy of the “what-if?” that I
love — it feels like the type of question you pitch at a bar with your
buddies while laughing at how ludicrous the premise is. Except this time
we’re armed with math and math is always fun.
A couple weeks ago I received one such question, and so I put out a call
on Twitter for the first-ever #ModelMailbag. I got a lot of responses. Not
all of the questions were as whimsical as the first paragraph suggests
and not all of them were included either. But what we do have is 23
questions posed by random people on Twitter dot com. Here are the
answers, as best as #mymodel can give them. And a couple of other
random non-model questions, just for fun.
This is the question that started it all, so kudos to “Cauterised Grape” for
the inspo.
First things first, there is almost no saving the Coyotes from their current
2-13-2 standing. That’s a hole that not even the league’s two best players
can dig this club out of. Right now the Coyotes make the playoffs 8 out of
100,000 times, which is not a lot! Add McDavid and Draisaitl to that mix
and that indeed moves up substantially, but only to 1.5 percent. Still
hopeless!
The more relatable version of this question likely begins at the start of the
season, because a team with McDavid and Draisaitl likely doesn’t get to
this point in the first place. But can they carry an otherwise replacementlevel team to the playoffs?
Based on what each team is now, Arizona’s expected win percentage
rises from 0.320 all the way to 0.463 with just those two additions. One or
two players — even the very best — can’t make a team a contender on
their own, but these two do move the needle a whole lot. It’s 11 extra
wins to the bottom line, which is a big deal. The current version of the
Coyotes at season’s start makes the playoffs less than 0.1 percent of the
time. Add McDavid and Draisaitl to the mix and it jumps to 27 percent.
Not all that close to 50-50, but still damn impressive given how wretched
the rest of the roster is. And that doesn’t factor in that other players on
the roster would get a boost from getting to play with two superstars (the
model is imperfect in that way).
A bit of the opposite question, but the same basic vibe. Right now the
Oilers are pretty safe at 94 percent thanks to their hot start, but if
McDavid was out for the rest of the year their chances would drop to 75
percent. That’s pretty substantial and shows the fatal flaw of the model
not factoring for the probability of injury. It’s a real concern, but it’s not a
problem I really know how to tackle given the randomness.
If no games were played yet, it would be 84 percent with (based on
current roster strength) vs. 45 percent without. Pretty big difference!

The Coyotes are uniquely bad so it makes sense that many are curious
about just how bad. Is adding players from Buffalo enough to make the
team competitive? No, but the team might be better than you’d think.
The problem with both is that neither team is sharing superstars. Both
clubs are filled with middling to replaceable talent and we’re basically just
mixing the okay players together to make one still bad team. But, by
taking the best guys, you’re also eliminating the worst as well. It’s an
exercise in addition by subtraction where the Buffazona Sabreotes have
no weak links, four decent lines and three decent pairs. It’s not a playoff
team, but it’s one that might find its way into the mix.
Here’s what that looks like. Combined, it’s worth 16.9 wins, worthy of an
expected win percentage of 0.464 or an 87-point team.
The Coyotes are dead last in forwards and goaltending, but do rank 28th
in defence thanks to having Jakob Chychrun and Shayne Gostisbehere
on the team. The former may not look like much this year, but he’s got a
good track record while the latter has been busy racking up points, so
that’s nice. So we’ll use the 32nd best defence group while using the 31st
elsewhere. Here’s how that looks:
So, that’s 3.8 total wins for the Coyotes (which is fewer than nine players
alone in this league), and 4.6 wins for the worst of the worst.
This is not about the Coyotes, but it might as well be Coyotes-adjacent
because the team is devoid of much top six or top four talent. Maybe
Pluto Dad forgot the part of the question where they ask “and is that team
better than Arizona?”
The cut-off for top six minutes is roughly 16 minutes, and for top four it’s
18.5 minutes. Using only players under that, here’s the best roster with
the lines and pairs sorted by GSVA:
The question didn’t specify goaltending, but the model apparently doesn’t
even care because it holds the outlandish opinion that this hodgepodge
would be the league’s best team, narrowly edging a healthy Colorado
team (32 wins compared to 30.7 wins for the Avalanche). Seriously. If
you’re a weak-link theory type of person, that would make sense — there
are none in this lineup. It would be the epitome of a team built on depth,
but there isn’t much in the way of star power either. Defence might be the
biggest issue because there really isn’t anyone who can take tough
minutes, or at least has experience in such a role.
A lineup like this one shows the limits of the model, specifically with how
it deals with player pairs (is Kylington as good as he’s valued without
Chris Tanev, for example). There’s also the fact I didn’t adjust for overinflated power play time here, which might be beefing up the numbers. I
do think this would be a good team, but best team is definitely pushing it.
Consider these guys the All-Overrated Team, at least according to
GSVA.
The team above is what people think models think the Kraken are. The
nerds may have overhyped Seattle, but the players really are doing their
parts and looking as strong as expected — roughly around average.
Well, at least until they got destroyed by Colorado on Friday. Most
Kraken games aren’t that bad, but even with that in mind the team still
has a 50.5 percent expected goals percentage.
That’s because a lot of the players on the team did have experience in
top of the lineup roles. Yanni Gourde played shutdown minutes for the
best team in the league. Jaden Schwartz, Jordan Eberle, Calle Jarnkrok
and Brandon Tanev also had some experience playing against the
opposing team’s best. Mark Giordano and Jamie Oleksiak and Adam
Larsson all had that experience on the back end.
What’s sewering Seattle is goaltending, plain and simple. And I wrote
that before Colorado absolutely demolished the Kraken on Friday to the
tune of a 7-3 win. Just when you thought wow, it can’t get any worse, it
somehow got worse. Chris Driedger allowed four goals on just 1.02
expected goals and Philipp Grubauer did not fare any better in relief,
allowing another three goals on 1.38 expected goals. While you can’t
blame every goal on the goalies, at some point you gotta make a
goddamn save. No goalie manning Seattle’s crease has done that yet.
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In all situations, the team ranks 11th in expected goals against per 60,
but dead last in actual goals against per 60. The goaltending is giving up
1.1 goals above expected per 60. As of writing, the team is 4-12-1 on the
season, thanks in part to them having given up almost 19 more goals
above expected in total. With one win being worth roughly 5.5-to-6 goals,
we’re talking three wins minimum lost from goaltending alone. A record of
7-9-1 is still bad and points to other problems the team has (the offence
isn’t great either), but it’s much more manageable than the current mess
the team is in and creates an entirely different narrative.

Regardless, it still does hurt a potential Team Canada, as would having
Carter Hutton in net. But with a forward group that loaded, the team
would be just fine with 36 wins above replacement. That’s good for an
expected win percentage of 0.699.

Okay so here’s the good team, which is apparently worth 64 wins above
replacement? That would put them over 82 wins in a single season, so …
this is an extreme edge case.

Another Vegas question, but it’s an interesting one given how the team
has gone all out on acquiring star talent — specifically with former firstround picks. Essentially, we’re taking Jack Eichel, Mark Stone and Max
Pacioretty out of the equation and putting in a trio of less-established
players. Only Nick Suzuki has blossomed into a difference-maker so
Vegas is definitely losing a lot here (perhaps showing the market
inefficiency the team exploited in getting to this place), but at least they
get Alex Tuch back.

And here’s the bad team, with the worst players getting the most minutes
… obviously. Why make the worst team ever if Kurtis MacDermid isn’t on
the top pair? They’re worth minus-23 wins above replacement which is …
below zero wins over an 82-game season. Again, an extreme edge case.
My model literally broke from this question. It has the best team with an
expected win percentage of 1.041 and the worst team at minus-0.019? I
literally don’t know what to do with that. It’s like the best team is getting
extra credit somehow while the bad team is getting put in detention. For
argument’s sake, let’s say it’s 0.950 vs. 0.050 instead — the win
probability between the two is 99.7 percent. Good enough.
A little lopsided to say the least! I kind of want to see this game, have the
underdog win, and have Tommy Bunch Of Numbers tell me I’m an idiot
for not knowing the team led by Beagle and MacDermid would beat
McDavid and co. Something about how the Monstars had no heart or
something.
I think 100 duck-sized Ovechkins. My model doesn’t have an answer for
this, that’s just an eye-test feeling. If I had a hockey stick I think I could
keep them at bay, while a duck-sized Ovechkin would literally give me
nightmares for the rest of my life, even if I survived the attack. I’m afraid
of geese and large flightless birds, so an ostrich-sized duck sounds
horrifying.
No, but they would be five wins better, which would make them a truetalent 86-point team at the moment. That three solid pairs still wouldn’t
make them a playoff team says a lot about the current state of the roster.
It’s the most attractive team in the league and would apparently be worth
53 wins above replacement. That’s good enough for an .894 expected
win percentage. Pretty good!
A team of Dougie Hamiltons is not quite as good, but still elite at 35 wins
above replacement (defenders are worth less than forwards). That’s
good for a .682 expected win percentage.
I, for one, am here for a cloning machine that can create an all-Nylander
or all-Hamilton team. Sounds like a dream come true to me.
More clone questions.
Basically, the question here is: Who is the most average player in the
league? To have a 50-50 shot you have to be an average team, which is
about 20 wins above replacement. The average goalie is worth 2.1 wins,
so call it 18 wins from the skaters, one win per roster spot. That’s roughly
good enough to be a middle six forward, while it’s a little higher for
defencemen.
I don’t want to use a forward on defence, so for the sake of this question
I’ll go with one for each position: Sean Monahan and TJ Brodie. That
feels right.
Attack of the clones!
First of all, let’s give Rasmus Ristolainen some credit for the season he’s
having. His projected value has drastically improved to 0.2 wins thanks to
a shockingly positive expected goals differential on a team that struggles
to outchance opponents. He is … currently leading the Flyers defence in
expected goals percentage. I know, I’m scared too — but a change in
role and scenery has clearly helped him out a lot. We’ll see if it sticks.

The obsession with clones is very real. Vegas’ defence is currently worth
6.6 wins. Tyler Myers drops that all the way down to minus-1.2, so 7.8
wins lost. That takes them from a 100-point team to roughly an 85-point
team.

It’s obviously not as good as it is now, but thanks to a still-strong backline
led by Shea Theodore and Alex Pietrangelo, elite goaltending from Robin
Lehner and a still relatively deep forward group, Vegas does project to be
a playoff team — barely, as a 93-point true talent team.
I don’t really drink coffee, but Kailey’s favourite local shop is …
Starbucks. Of course. So that’s where we go. The sugar cookie latte
slaps.
Also, God is real and her name is Taylor Swift.
Based on their music alone (get your minds out of the gutter gang), this
question is really easy.
Lorde followed up her masterpiece Melodrama with a completely
forgettable album of songs that are somehow simultaneously
undercooked and overbaked. We appreciate her commitment to the
environment by making an album that will not last, but still, she’s gone.
Frank Ocean will give you the best experience of your life once every five
years and you’ll think about it every day afterward, but his inability to
show up and be there on a day-to-day basis is a red flag. It’s the lack of
consistency for me and that’s not marriage material. Drop the album,
Frank. Please. I’m begging.
As for God herself, Taylor Swift is consistent and that’s why it’s the easy
choice to marry her. She is always there, she is always reliable, she will
not let you down. She is there to spice things up with a new era like
clockwork making sure things are never boring, while still staying true to
herself with the re-releases of her classic works.
I currently have the Devils roughly four wins away from being a true
playoff team and that’s right around where Alex Ovechkin and David
Pastrnak are rated, give or take.
@BriGrey: This question is inspired by a person in my fantasy league
taking only players who were drafted in 2015. How strong would a real
team of players drafted in 2015 be? I imagine they’d easily make the
playoffs in the NHL, but how high would this team’s chances of winning it
all be?
Well, they have McDavid so that’s always a good start. But it goes well
beyond that as one of the deepest drafts in history. The team’s forward
group is absolutely stacked from top to bottom and that’s what drives the
team’s strength as the defence is deep, albeit unspectacular, while the
goaltending is a definite weak spot. It’s a true talent 126-point team with
an expected win percentage of 0.732. Colorado is at 0.631 for the record,
and its chances of winning the Stanley Cup currently sit at 22 percent.
Sub the 2015 All-Stars in for the top dogs and their Cup odds would be
32 percent.
Hypothetical teams are definitely the way to go here. The kids vs. the old
men is a fun one and the rookies surprisingly hold their own. They’re
worth 25 wins, good enough to be a true talent 103-point team with an
expected win percentage of 0.572.
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That’s apparently a playoff team, one built off youthful exuberance. Keep
in mind, of course, that all of them are working with extremely tiny
samples that have been heavily regressed towards average. It’s hard to
be sure what any of them are yet, but we can guess based on what
they’ve shown so far. A number of them have been really impressive so
far.

A snapshot of the Montreal Canadiens through the first 20 games of the
2021-22 season is almost too grotesque to look at, but we’re presenting it
anyway.

They’re no match for the ageing veterans, though, who have 18 extra
wins of talent between them all — good enough to be a 133-point team
with an expected win percentage of 0.778.

How did the Canadiens get to 5-13-2?

The forwards aren’t quite as good as the last version, but my god is that
defence something special. Based on that roster, that team would be
worth about 36 wins, or an expected win percentage of .696.

They allowed more than five goals in eight of their games. Their power
play scored on less than 15 per cent of its chances and now ranks 28th
in the NHL, and their penalty kill is 29th after operating at less than 70
per cent. Also, only three teams have scored fewer goals per game, and
only two teams have given up more goals per game.

I went back to the 2016 version of my model and plugged in the OG team
to see how good they were. Funny enough … they were also worth
around 36 wins. Even. As it turns out, the forward edge from the OG
squad plus better goaltending isn’t enough to overcome the massive fivewin discrepancy on defence. That’s what brings the two clubs close
together.
The big thing to remember about the original Team North America is that
a majority of the players just weren’t what they were meant to be yet.
Even McDavid was only worth 3.5 wins at the time (pretty high
considering it was after his shortened rookie season). That’s worth
keeping in mind when thinking about some of the players on the new
version listed above. The best is yet to come.
This is a really interesting one and it’s how I’ll end the piece. It’s cool to
think about in terms of looking at the absolute best case for every role,
the ideal for every usage.
The best top player is obviously McDavid and the best second-best
player is his teammate Leon Draisaitl. After that is where it gets fun. I’ll
list the team along with each player’s GSVA to get a sense of how good
the best player at each slot is. I also put the league average mark in
brackets for further context, a good baseline of expectations for their own
teams.
Goaltenders
1. Connor Hellebuyck, 4.5 wins (1.8 wins)
2. Ilya Sorokin, 1.3 wins (0.3 wins)

Our editor asked us for a quarter-mark review — a report card of sorts.
This one will read as the kind you’d want to hide from your parents.

Let us count the ways.

That’s a capital F all around. It can stand for “Fail,” or another word of
your choosing that starts with F.
It’s not just that the Canadiens have been bad; they’ve also been
unlucky. At 5-on-5, they’ve controlled more than 50 per cent of the shot
attempts and close to 50 per cent of the expected goals, but they have
the third-worst shooting percentage (6.12) and the 12th-worst save
percentage (91.75) in the league.
It was expected they would struggle coming off an appearance in the
Stanley Cup Final that shortened their off-season considerably, that
Christian Dvorak and Jake Evans might not be able to fully offset the loss
of Phillip Danault in free agency and Jesperi Kotkaniemi to an offer
sheet, and that the team would be seriously challenged by Shea Weber
being too injured to continue his playing career, by Joel Edmundson
being too injured to play through the first quarter, by Mike Hoffman being
unavailable to start and Paul Byron being unavailable until late December
at the earliest.
When Carey Price checked into the NHL/NHLPA’s player assistance
program just days before things got underway in Toronto, everyone knew
the Canadiens would be in tough to get themselves into a favourable
position in the standings.
However, with the depth of quality players still available to them and the
good chemistry established on their run to the final, it was unanticipated
they wouldn’t be competitive at all, that they would drop their first five
games of the season by a combined score of 19-4.

I have a sneaking suspicion that Edmonton might have some elite
forwards, Washington has some great depth, and Colorado has a strong
defence corps.

Can they change it?

Put it all together (with the proper ice time) and the team is worth 39 wins
— a 127-point team with an expected win percentage of .737. That’s
probably a safe ceiling of what a fully optimal NHL team can muster,
though the salary cap poses different problems in that regard. This team
costs $90.8 million this season, though that’s before Fox’s monster
extension kicks in next season. Given that it’s a team that can be safely
expected to hit 125 points, that’s not too pricey at all.

Assuming it’ll take 97 points to make the playoffs in the Eastern
Conference (the New Jersey Devils are occupying the second wild-card
position at the moment and are on pace for that many), the Canadiens
will have to earn 85 points over their last 62 games to qualify.
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As unlikely as it is — especially with Price nowhere near prepared to
resume playing — it’s still possible.

There are currently five teams in the league that have produced at the
clip the Canadiens need to produce at for the rest of the season, so they
can draw a bit of inspiration from there.
Even if we feel the Canadiens aren’t good enough to do it, they believe
they are. They believe they’re much better than they’ve shown, and
they’re going to push as hard as they can to prove it.
Should they?

Sportsnet.ca / Quarter-mark review: Canadiens' early-season pain paves
road to Shane Wright

Eric Engels@EricEngels
November 22, 2021, 6:00 PM

We asked Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin last Saturday and
he was unequivocal about it.
“Players have pride,” Bergevin said. “You don’t go out there just to blow
up games. That’s insane to think that way.”
We didn’t expect him to say otherwise.
For as bad as things have gone, it’s only November. Three quarters of
the season remain, and hope remains and must be sold.
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Tickets and merchandise must be sold, too.
But even if the Canadiens rebound this season, they aren’t structured to
contend for a championship, and they won’t be for the foreseeable future
if they damage their chances at drafting in the top five and perhaps even
first overall.
That’s their only out here. As we suggested to Bergevin, the Canadiens
didn’t try to land in the spot they’re currently in, but they’re there and it’s
worth taking advantage of because they aren’t in a position to embark on
a rebuild.
According to CapFriendly.com, including long-term injury reserve dollars
designated to Weber, they have $84 million committed to 14 players next
season. Six forwards — Dvorak, Evans, Brendan Gallagher, Josh
Anderson, Joel Armia and Nick Suzuki — are signed through the 202425 season or beyond. Defencemen Jeff Petry and David Savard are
inked for just as long. Hoffman and Tyler Toffoli are under contract for
two more seasons after this one, as is Edmundson, and Price’s $10.5million cap hit is on the books through 2026.
Bergevin would be selling these assets at major losses if he went to
market at this point, especially with the salary cap expected to remain
within one or two million dollars of the $81.5-million upper limit for the
next couple of years.
Not that he should want to, anyway. There are good pieces to move
forward with there, and a quick injection of talent through the coming
draft — in addition to some promising prospects taking the next step in
their development — could bring the Canadiens back to prominence in a
hurry.
Still, there are steps Bergevin should take, even if he said if he manages
the team to lose games he should be fired immediately.
He said it wouldn’t be right, that only generational talents like Sidney
Crosby or Connor McDavid would be worth potentially doing it for and
they don’t come around in the draft more than once a decade.
But Shane Wright, by all accounts, is a clear-cut No. 1 in this year’s draft,
and he can make a huge difference for anyone who gets him.
The Canadiens have already taken a step towards Wright with their start,
and Bergevin can improve their chances of attaining him in Montreal this
summer.
He can move impending unrestricted free agent Ben Chiarot to the
highest bidder, trade other players on expiring contracts for depth picks,
gauge the market on Byron and Jonathan Drouin (who each only have
one year left under contract after this one) and try to move one or both,
tell any player playing through injury to rest and heal and anyone in need
of surgery to do it now before the Canadiens hurt their chances at Wright
with a winning streak that likely won’t save their season and definitely
won’t turn them into a Cup contender.
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Josh Morrissey honours late father on Hockey Fights
Cancer night

Staff Report

WINNIPEG - Sometimes sporting a flashy suit jacket is more than just a
fashion statement.
For Josh Morrissey, this is one of those times.

Morrissey entered the arena ahead of the Winnipeg Jets' Hockey Fights
Cancer Night with a purple velvet number that carries a lot of significance
after losing his father Tom to the disease in August, just one day shy of
his 70th birthday.
“It’s a special night. It’s a night that, for me personally and our family, it’s
kind of been marked on the calendar for a while obviously,” said
Morrissey pre-game. “It was a tough year, and certainly summer, for us,
losing our dad. But tonight means a lot for us. It’s a lot of emotions.
There’s happy thoughts, obviously some sad as well. It’s a great initiative
by the NHL, and certainly going to be playing for him tonight. It’s a
special night for our family.”
Tom coached Josh for a long time and that support carried on as
Morrissey rose through the junior ranks and eventually made his way
onto the Jets.
“Obviously the reason it’s special is the biggest connection between my
Dad and I was hockey and the game,” said Josh. “I wouldn’t be here
without him helping me and coaching me to go after my dreams.
Obviously, that’s where the connection starts. So many memories
throughout the years along the road to getting here.
“It’s been pretty crazy, there’s so many people that have been touched
by cancer, within their families, friends. Tonight is all about keeping those
people in our memories and trying to keep the faith for people that are
battling cancer, and continue to try and raise money to find better
treatments and help for people. It’s a big night, and one that, like I said, is
special for a lot of folks.”
Tom also had an impact on Morrissey developing his style and fashion
sense and that’s part of how the idea of auctioning off a suit with the liner
signed by his teammates came about.
“I was just thinking about ways, something you could do to make it a little
bit more special. For us, my dad was in the financial world so he always
wore suits,” said Morrissey. “Growing up, when we had to get our first
dress shirts, ties, whatever, for hockey, he was always the one kind of
taking care of us. First suits, all that kind of stuff. It was always important
to him, he was always dressed sharp. I just figured it would be a nice
tribute to him to get a jacket done up for the night and auction it off with
the proceeds going to the Canadian Cancer Society. So that was kind of
the genesis behind the idea. It’s come together. It’s a little more wild of a
colour than something he would wear, but I think he’d be pretty proud of
that.”
Tom Morrissey spent a lot of time around Winnipeg and made an impact
on those who met him.
“He was always a happy guy, a very nice guy to talk to,” said Jets
forward Nikolaj Ehlers. “My dad, like you said, is a hockey coach. I think
our dads were pretty similar in the way they tried to find a way to be the
dad, and the coach, at the same time. They are dads, they try to help us
in any way to fulfill our dreams. That’s special.”
Tom Morrissey was known for his gregarious nature and this is definitely
one of those cases where the apple doesn’t fall very far from the tree.
“We don’t spend a whole lot of time interacting with parents,” said Jets
head coach Paul Maurice. “You get the father’s trip every once in a while.
And more the interactions with your family, maybe, in the family room. So
that would be the story, always so positive and so upbeat about the Jets
and how his son was handled.
“You get kind of a high pick come in and it wasn’t an easy, necessarily
straight line and you have experiences over the course of your career of
moms and dads not understanding why that, the day after the draft, he
wasn’t first-line centre or whatever. He was always so very positive about
the direction, really liked what was going on. Really positive feedback
with him and I think that attitude you see in Josh. He’s always a really
upbeat guy coming to work, excited to work. He’s a good man.”
Tina Kompon, the wife of Jets associate coach Jamie Kompon, is battling
cancer right now and receiving treatment back home in California.
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That’s kept Jamie away from the team for all but a handful of games in
California, but he remains heavily involved in terms of interacting with the
coaching staff.
And the Kompon family has served as an inspiration throughout the
entire season.
“So for Tina and Jamie, it’s a significant battle they’ve been fighting for a
long time. It’s been years now,” said Maurice. “And if you’re going to try
and find an example — hopefully you never have to go through it — but if
you have to and you were going to try and find an example of people
continuing to live and fight and experiencing life and part of other
people’s lives, it would be the two of them.
“It’s incredible to watch how productive their lives have been and they’ve
been battling this for a long time. It’s almost an inspiration, right? There’s
not a lot of days where you have an excuse to get out of bed late
because he isn’t. She isn’t. You need to get your but out of bed because
Jamie has already sent you 10 things that you got to look at and his five
texts saying, ‘Have you seen it yet? Have you watched the video yet?’
Oh, man. Jamie’s work ethic from afar would astound you.”
Without going into great detail, Ehlers and Maurice both touched on
family members that were dealing with cancer, acknowledging the
universal nature of never being that far removed from someone who is
going through a challenging time.
“My family has been in this battle for some years now,” said Ehlers. “This
is always a special night, it is for everyone, everyone’s got somebody
who’s fighting.”
Evenings like this one can help in the healing process and allow people
to realize they don’t have to go through this battle alone.
“I don’t know anybody that doesn’t (have someone touched by cancer).
We have somebody in our family right now and it's serious. It’s
everywhere,” said Maurice. “It’s something that every single person in the
room, every player, trainer, coach, manager is attached to. Every one of
you in the room. In a difficult situation, it’s a great connector for all of us
and probably everybody sitting in that building tonight.
“This is going to be the toughest game of the year because there’s
probably going to be some kids come out on the ice and I’m going to be
staring at my feet, for the most part, trying to get through it like everybody
else. It’s tough, and then you also get inspired at the same time.”
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TSN.CA / NHL deserves credit for cross-checking crackdown

It was also interesting because of the dialogue that has followed this
season. One of the leading topics has been about the broader standard
for officiating, with Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid in the
centre of the debate.
McDavid, who can more or less carve up any defence at will, has drawn
just nine minor penalties this season. It puts him in the top 10 leaguewide, but anyone who watches these Oilers games knows that number
could be 20 (or 30). Defences are doing whatever they can, most of
which is illegal, to try and slow down the supernova talent.
So, the debate goes: Does the NHL need to call more penalties to
improve the value of the product on the ice, not dissimilar to attempts
made coming out of the 2004-05 lockout?
I think these are two fascinating stories to juxtapose against one another.
In the instance of the cross-checking, the league identified an issue and
said it would tighten the standard, attempting to heighten offence and
reduce player injuries.
In the instance of broader officiating, it’s players, coaches, the media,
and fans calling for changes to how the game is called for the betterment
of the sport.
What happens when the NHL gets behind a rule change? Let’s zoom into
some of the cross-checking data. If we look at the profile of penalties
called this season and compare against prior seasons, we see that
penalty calls are marginally up across the league – about one additional
call for every three games played this season.
Any guesses as to what’s driving the shift?
Cross-checking penalties are up, and considerably – something to the
tune of 65 or so additional calls versus the prior five-year pace. It’s
definitely an outlier, even relative to some of the other penalties being
called more (roughing and tripping) or less (slashing) aggressively.
The NHL’s Video Rulebook provided some insight as to how this
increase would manifest earlier in the year. Officials will still allow payers
to use the shaft of a stick to guide or move an opponent without
assessing a penalty, but if the force is considered excessive, a penalty is
now called.
There are certain areas of the ice the league intends to call these force
plays more aggressively – those being around the boards, in the open
ice, and the net front. Four players (Seattle’s Adam Larsson, San Jose’s
Jasper Weatherby, Vancouver’s Quinn Hughes, and New York’s Sammy
Blais) have already been penalized three times for a cross-check this
season.
Right or wrong, I give credit to the NHL for signalling a change and
enforcing that change. Proposed changes made from the Department of
Player Safety and the NHL’s officiating network over the years have been
fleeting – some dying out quickly, others drawing the ire of coaches and
players, others more creating unexpected and undesirable effects that
have hampered the action on the ice.

Travis Yost

Here is a real example of the league identifying a problem, giving clear
guidance on it, and then taking that into action.

Before the regular season started, the National Hockey League
announced officiating changes for the enforcement of Rule 59, signalling
a tightened standard for how cross-checking would be called.

To that end: if the league can endeavour to fix the cross-checking
pandemic, can it – or, perhaps, will it – consider more dramatic changes
next off-season? If the sport is serious about enhancing offence and
reducing injuries, as they indicated for the cross-checking standard, then
this may just be the tip of the iceberg.

It was an interesting action for several reasons. Chief among them: I
think there was growing fatigue about the number of uncalled crosschecks in games, particularly during postseason hockey. The league is
always trying to counterbalance entertainment value and free-flowing
play against the threshold of what they consider to be a penalty, and for
years it was skewing too aggressively in one direction. Off-puck players
could get away with hammering forwards in the interior with no regard for
any sort of penalty call (or the other player’s safety, for that matter).
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USA TODAY / Team USA men's hockey roster projection for 2022 Winter
Olympics: Strong on defense and in net

Dylan Larkin, Detroit Red Wings
Joe Pavelski, Dallas Stars

USA TODAY

We're assuming Eichel won't be ready. If he is, he's the No. 2 center.
This group has goals in Matthews (No. 2 since he entered the NHL in
2017), size in Miller, speed in Larkin and veteran leadership in Pavelski.
Jack Hughes would be a strong possibility if he weren't injured. He could
play his way onto the team depending on how he fares once he returns.
Regardless, the center depth doesn't match up to Canada.

General manager Stan Bowman stepped aside after also leaving his
Chicago Blackhawks position after an investigation into how that team
mishandled a 2010 sexual assault complaint against a member of its
coaching staff.

Other possibilities: Hughes, New Jersey Devils; Vincent Trocheck,
Carolina Hurricanes; Blake Coleman, Calgary Flames; Andrew Copp,
Jets

Mike Brehm

The length of time it took Jack Eichel to get traded and have neck
surgery could keep him out of the Olympics. T.J. Oshie, Max Pacioretty
and Jack Hughes were injured early in the season and Blake Wheeler
was slowed by a stint on the COVID-19 protocol list.

Wingers

The USA has named forwards Patrick Kane and Auston Matthews, plus
defenseman Seth Jones to the team. The remaining players will be
announced in January.

Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames

Here are some early predictions of who could make the team:

Chris Kreider, New York Rangers

Goaltenders

Kyle Connor, Winnipeg Jets

Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets

Troy Terry, Anaheim Ducks

John Gibson, Anaheim Ducks

Jake Guentzel, Pittsburgh Penguins

Jack Campbell, Toronto Maple Leafs

Max Pacioretty, Vegas Golden Knights

Analysis: Though Campbell and Gibson are having better seasons,
Hellebuyck likely will be the key as a former Vezina Trophy winner who
finished in the top five two other times. Campbell has among the best
statistics in the league, and Gibson has appeared frequently for USA
Hockey and is putting up strong numbers with an improved Ducks team
in front of him. The USA could choose to select Spencer Knight to give
him the Olympic experience.

Brady Tkachuk, Ottawa Senators

Other possibilities: Knight, Florida Panthers; Jonathan Quick, Los
Angeles
Defensemen
Adam Fox, New York Rangers
Charlie McAvoy, Boston Bruins

Patrick Kane, Chicago Blackhawks
Alex DeBrincat, Blackhawks

Johnny Gaudreau, Flames

Analysis: Kane is one of three players to top 1,100 points since he
entered the league in 2007, and DeBrincat has put up big numbers
alongside Kane in Chicago. Chemistry is also why Matthew Tkachuk and
Gaudreau made this list. Connor is a finisher, Kreider thrives on the
power play and Guentzel is a strong complement to top-line players.
Terry, who played in the non-NHL 2018 Olympics, needs to be rewarded
for his strong start. Brady Tkachuk joins his brother on the team. The
injury situations of Oshie and Pacioretty will need to be monitored. Both
are versatile and as Oshie showed in the 2014 Sochi Olympics, he
thrives in the shootout. But Oshie is hurt again after returning for one
game.
Other possibilities: Oshie, Washington Capitals; Cam Atkinson,
Philadelphia Flyers; Drake Batherson, Ottawa Senators

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks
Jaccob Slavin, Carolina Hurricanes
Zach Werenski, Columbus Blue Jackets
Seth Jones, Chicago Blackhawks
John Carlson, Washington Capitals
Torey Krug, St. Louis Blues
Analysis: A lot of offensive potential and puck-moving ability in this group,
led by Fox, the reigning Norris Trophy winner. Slavin is included for his
penalty-killing prowess and shutdown ability. There's an even mix of right
and left shots. Jones, acquired from the Blue Jackets in the offseason,
could play alongside former teammate Werenski. Question for USA
Hockey. Does Brett Pesce make the team to play alongside Slavin?
Other possibilities: Pesce, Hurricanes; Neal Pionk, Winnipeg Jets; Ryan
McDonagh, Tampa Bay Lightning.
Centers
Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs
J.T. Miller, Vancouver Canucks
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