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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ loss to the Seattle Kraken 

By Chip Alexander 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2-1 loss 
Wednesday to the Seattle Kraken, their second consecutive 
defeat after starting the road trip with three wins: 

-- Goaltender Frederik Andersen has left a lot of teams 
muttering and frustrated this season in stealing some games 
for the Canes (14-3-1). On Wednesday, it was Andersen’s 
and the Canes’ turn to be disappointed as Philipp Grubauer 
of the Kraken stole one. 

Grubauer had 35 stops, which will improve the .882 save 
percentage he had before Wednesday. He gave up one goal, 
to defenseman Brendan Smith in the first period, which will 
improve the 3.18 goals-against average he had before 
Wednesday. 

“Their goalie was unbelievable,” Canes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov said. 

-- It happened quickly in the third period. The Canes had the 
puck in the offensive zone and Svechnikov, perhaps the 
Canes’ most active forward Wednesday, began to jostle with 
defenseman Vince Dunn behind the Kraken net when ... 

The gloves came off and Svechnikov began throwing some 
big punches. Bam, bam, bam. Svechnikov, who has said he 
takes boxing lessons in the offseason, was called for a 
fighting major and roughing at 10 minutes of the third. He 
spent a lot of time watching in the penalty box as the Kraken, 
urged on by the home crowd, won on Marcus Johansson’s 
goal with 3:08 left in regulation. 

“It was just one of those moments,” Svechnikov said. 
“Obviously it happens fast and I’m not a fighter. I’ve got to be 
on the ice and helping my team win games. Probably I 
shouldn’t do that.” 

No “probably” to it. The Canes needed No. 37 in the game, 
not the box. 

-- Call it the price of success, of their sizzling early season 
run and being called potential Stanley Cup contenders, but 
the Canes aren’t getting into any easy games. Nor are the 
goals coming easily. 

“We get everybody’s best game,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We haven’t played one game this year 

where the other team was bad. Not one game where they 
were a little off. We’re getting their best. That’s a change 
from years gone by, I can tell you that. But that’s part of it.” 

While the Canes managed 36 shots, the Kraken clogged the 
lanes well enough to block 20 attempts. That came after San 
Jose did the same. 

“Teams are selling out to make blocks and they’re really 
competing,” Smith said. “We’re going to get a team’s best but 
we want it that way. When it comes to the playoffs we’ll be 
prepared for that.” 

-- After a combined 43 shots in their previous two games, the 
Canes’ lines were jumbled by Brind’Amour for Wednesday’s 
game. The top line had Jordan Martinook playing with 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, and Steven Lorentz was 
back in the lineup and used on Vincent Trocheck’s line with 
Teuvo Teravainen. Enough said? 

“I don’t know what else you could do,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
just didn’t score. We did everything we should do. We just 
didn’t capitalize. We didn’t give up a heck of a lot but just 
couldn’t find a way to get another goal.” 

Svechnikov has been held without a goal for 11 consecutive 
games. So has Jordan Staal. 

“It’s frustrating because we’re not scoring,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Early in the year we were getting a lot of bounces our way 
and now we’re not. We’ve got to fight through it.” 

-- One of the most over-used lines in hockey is “good-looking 
power play,” which is not always a successful, scoring power 
play and wasn’t for the Canes on Wednesday. 

After the Kraken scored on a second-period power play, 
Jared McCann ripping a shot past Andersen, former Canes 
forward Morgan Geekie was called for hooking. Carolina, on 
its first power play, moved the puck crisply, had four shots on 
goal and had three attempts miss the net -- and came away 
empty. Nor did the Canes score on an early third-period 
power play. 

Bottom line: the Canes have gone scoreless on the power 
play the past four games, good-looking or not.
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Offense dries up in Hurricanes’ loss in 1st trip to Seattle 

The Kraken scored in the final minutes to beat Carolina 2-1 

By Cory Lavalette 

Marcus Johansson scored with just over three minutes 
remaining to give the Seattle Kraken a 2-1 win over the 
Hurricanes in Carolina’s first visit to Seattle on Wednesday. 

Johannson circled the Carolina net and beat Frederik 
Andersen to the short side to give the Kraken the lead for the 
first time and hand the Hurricanes their first multiple game 
winless streak of the season after they lost in overtime 
Monday in San Jose. 

“It was good. I don’t know what else we could do. Just didn’t 
score,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We did 
everything we should do, we just didn’t capitalize. We didn’t 
give up a heck of a lot, just couldn’t find a way to get another 
goal.” 

Carolina outshot Seattle 36-22, but big-ticket goalie 
PhilippFrederi Grubauer — who has struggled after leaving 
Colorado to sign a six-year, $35.4 million contract with the 
expansion Kraken — flashed his form from last season to 
earn consecutive wins for just the second time this season 
and help the Kraken improve to 6-12-1. 

Outside of scoring five goals in Los Angeles on Saturday, the 
Hurricanes have totaled just four goals in the other three 
most recent games during the team’s six-game road trip. 

“It’s frustrating because we’re not scoring,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Earlier in the year we were getting the bounces going our 
way and now we’re not. … We play a game like that every 
game, we’re going to have good results.” 

The Hurricanes got the start they needed with a first period 
goal from defenseman Brendan Smith. 

After Carolina killed off the game’s first power play, 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo held in the puck at the right 
point and made a spinning backhand to Smith. Smith settled 
the puck and let go a slap shot that found its way through a 
Jordan Staal screen and past Grubauer (35 saves) to give 

Smith his second goal of the season and the Hurricanes a 1-
0 lead with 88 seconds left in the first period. 

“That’s elite. I mean, that’s a very high level,” Smith said of 
DeAngelo’s pass. “I’ve watched him make that play a lot. … 
At that point, I looked up and I saw Jordan in front, and you 
can’t get a bigger guy in front. So he had a pretty good 
screen, and I tried to get a good wood on it and it went in.” 

The Kraken tied the game early in the second. After Jaccob 
Slavin was called for a questionable holding penalty — one 
that Brind’Amour questioned after the game — Jared 
McCann blasted a shot past Andersen (20 saves) to tie the 
game at 4:16 of the middle frame. 

“To be honest, I wasn’t very happy with the call on Jake,” 
Smith said of the Slavin penalty. “He doesn’t get many 
penalties to begin with, and I think if we break that down, 
that’s probably not a penalty and changed the outcome.” 

The Hurricanes tried to get back ahead, but a fighting major 
and roughing minor to Andrei Svechnikov after a one-sided 
scrap with Seattle defenseman Vince Dunn left Carolina 
shorthanded for two minutes and without the night’s most 
impactful forward for much of the remainder of the game. 

“It’s just one of those moments,” Svechnikov said. “It 
happened so fast. … I know I’m not a fighter. I’ve got to be 
on the ice and helping my team win games. Probably I 
shouldn’t do that.” 

Brind’Amour didn’t agree with the extra two minutes handed 
to Svechnikov, but he also didn’t condone his star winger 
spending seven of the game’s final 10 minutes in the box. 

“That’s not the good play because it takes him out of the 
game,” the coach said. 
By the time Svechnikov returned to the ice with just over two 
minutes remaining, Johansson had already put Seattle 
ahead and Carolina was on its way to falling to 14-3-1 on the 
season. 

“We’re frustrated, I’m frustrated,” Smith said. “But I think we 
can take solace in how we played and competed.”
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Recap: Late Third Goal Pushes Kraken Past Canes 

Seattle scores go-ahead marker with just 3:08 left 

By Walt Ruff 

SEATTLE, WA. - The Carolina Hurricanes concluded their 
five-game tour of the west coast Wednesday, coming up 
short against Seattle Kraken, 2-1.  

The Rundown 

The evening's opening period was not the strongest of the 
season for the Canes, however, they did reach the first 
intermission with a 1-0 lead. 

A large factor for the team's slow start was likely due to the 
team taking the ice tonight with almost entirely fresh slate 
forward combinations. Outside of the Svechnikov-Staal-Fast 
trio skating together for just the second time this season, all 
three other factions up front were completely new for the 
night's contest. As the opening frame moved on by, a 
successful penalty kill turned into a goal scoring sequence 
for the club in the final few minutes. Crucial blocks from Ian 
Cole and Jordan Martinook paved the way back to five-on-
five and then under a minute later Tony DeAngelo setup 
Brendan Smith's second goal of the season. 

Taking the game's first advantage into the second period of 
play, the Canes got better and better as the middle frame 
went along. The most important moment of the 20 minute 
segment came when Jaccob Slavin was called for holding in 
front of his team's net, an effort that came trying to shut out 
Brandon Tanev, who was working in front of Frederik 
Andersen. It became such a critical juncture because during 
the next two minutes, Seattle evened the score at 1-1. 
Forward Jared McCann let go of a half slap shot from the 
circle that got just under Andersen's blocker. 

Thus the contest headed to the third still locked at one each. 
Carolina's attack ramped up, at one point holding a 32-17 
shots advantage over the Kraken. Seattle netminder Philipp 
Grubauer became a storyline of his own as the game went 
on, denying a few strong chances from the Canes. 
Ultimately, as the game progressed into the final few 
minutes, it was the hosting club that was able to snag the 
deciding goal. 

Picking up a puck that was along the wall in their attacking 
end, Marcus Johansson swung all the way from the blocker-
side to glove-side of Andersen behind the net, before 
eventually turning and firing one home for the game-winner. 
The shot made its way off Johansson's tape, past Slavin and 
then also in the midst of a cutting Jared McCann, who had 
Martin Necas tagging along with him. 

Despite one last push from Andersen off in favor of the extra 
attacker, the Canes were on the wrong side of a 2-1 score 
when the final horn sounded. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on his team's effort this evening: 

"It was good. I don't know what else we could do, we just 
couldn't score. We did everything we should do, we just 
didn't capitalize. We didn't give up a heck of a lot. We just 
didn't find a way to get another goal." 

Andrei Svechnikov on the team's game: 

"I thought we played great. The effort was there. It was one 
of those games where he had a lot of shots, we just couldn't 
score. Their goalie [Philipp Grubauer] was unbelievable 
today. 

Brendan Smith on his play this evening, which included the 
team's lone goal: 

"I think the coaches are getting a little bit more confident in 
my game, I'm playing more minutes. I think that comes with 
time and playing more games. When they feel more 
comfortable with me, I'm going to feel more comfortable as 
well." 

What's Next: 

The team will fly from Seattle to Philadelphia Thursday, then 
take on the Flyers Friday afternoon to complete their current 
six-game trip away from PNC Arena. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Canes goaltender Frederik Andersen finished with 
20 stops on 22 shots. In his three regulation losses 
this season he has allowed a grand total of five five-
on-five goals. 

 Tony DeAngelo's assist tonight gives him 13 on the 
season and 17 total points, which ranks him tied for 
fourth league-wide in both. 

 Vincent Trocheck led all Canes forwards with 19:16 
played tonight. 

 Andrei Svechnikov's third period fight was just the 
team's second major penalty of the season, the 
other being DeAngelo's fight against Chicago on 
October 29.
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Johansson late goal helps Kraken edge Hurricanes 

Grubauer makes 35 saves to give Seattle back-to-back wins 

By Andy Eide 

SEATTLE -- Marcus Johansson scored the tiebreaking goal 
late in the third period, and the Seattle Kraken won 2-1 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at Climate Pledge Arena on 
Wednesday. 

"That's playing against a good hockey team," Seattle coach 
Dave Hakstol said. "We believe we're a good hockey team 
and that was a hard-fought game. We went down by one but 
it didn't shake or rattle us. Just went right back to work … 
there's a lot of good little things that are mixed in there." 

Philipp Grubauer made 35 saves, including 16 in the second 
period, in his second consecutive win for the Kraken (6-12-
1), who won the last two games of a six-game homestand (2-
4-0). 

Brendan Smith scored, and Frederik Andersen made 20 
saves for the Hurricanes (14-3-1). 

"Normally this year we're getting a lot of bounces going our 
was and now we're not," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "We play a game like that, every game we're gonna 
have good results. You just can't get frustrated but that's just 
human nature as we're finding out a little bit right now." 

Johansson made it 2-1 with 3:08 left in the third period with a 
wrist shot after skating around the Carolina net and into the 
faceoff circle. 

Carolina made it 1-0 at 18:32 of the first period when Smith 
received a behind-the-back pass from Tony DeAngelo at the 
blue line and got the puck past Grubauer with a slap shot 
through traffic. 

Jared McCann tied it 1-1 at 4:16 of the second period with a 
quick shot from the circle on the power play. McCann leads 
the Kraken with five power-play goals.  

"That's guys wanting to win," McCann said. "Like I said, we 
got the guys in here to do it. And we just got to bring it every 
single game." 

Grubauer had his second-highest save total of the season 
after the 37 he made Sunday in a 5-2 win against the 
Washington Capitals. 

"He's finding the puck through traffic," Hakstol said. "He's 
seeing the puck and looks very calm and settled. He's guy 
that reads the play very well. We've seen that, you know, for 
sure tonight, he had a lot of traffic around him tonight. I 
believe we had good help from the guys around him." 

Seattle blocked 20 shots Wednesday. 

"I think the first [few] games we blocked three shots," 
Grubauer said. "In the last three games, what a difference it 
makes, and if everybody's committed to play defense, your 
chances aren't as [dangerous]."  

The Hurricanes lost for the first time in regulation (3-1-1) on 
their six-game road trip that ends Friday at the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

"We get everybody's best game," Brind'Amour said. "There's 
no doubt. We haven't played one game this year where the 
other team was bad. Not one game where they were a little 
off. We're getting their best. That's a change from years gone 
by, I can tell you that. We know that's part of it." 

NOTES: Seattle forward Calle Jarnkrok left the game with an 
undisclosed injury in the second period. There was no 
update after the game. … The Kraken won their first game in 
which they trailed after one period (1-9-0). … The Hurricanes 
lost for the first time when leading after one period (7-1-0). … 
Johansson has scored five points (four goals, one assist) in 
his last five games against the Hurricanes. … Seattle has 
scored a power-play goal in five straight games.
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Super 16: Flames climb six spots to No. 5 in power rankings 

Hurricanes on top for fourth straight week; Avalanche jump 
five places 

By Dan Rosen 

It's Thanksgiving in the United States, so in the spirit of 
Turkey Day this week's edition of the Super 16 power 
rankings is all about what teams are thankful for at this point 
in the season. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are thankful for a lot of things, 
including being No. 1 in the Super 16 for a fourth consecutive 
week. 

The Calgary Flames should be thankful that they're up six 
spots to No. 5. The Colorado Avalanche might as well be 
thankful for the same thing, as they're up five spots to No. 
10. 

The Winnipeg Jets might not be as thankful considering 
they're down five spots to No. 11. 

There's more below, but first in order to create the NHL.com 
power rankings, each of the 13 participating staff members 
put together his or her version of what they think it should 
look like. Those were submitted and a point total assigned to 
each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, who got one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (14-3-1) 

Total points: 208 

Last week: No. 1 

The Hurricanes are thankful for the emergence of rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis, who has looked comfortable and 
confident playing on the top line with Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen. Jarvis was the No. 13 pick in the 2020 
NHL Draft. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (14-2-3) 

Total points: 195 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers are thankful for home games. They won 2-1 in 
overtime against the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday to 
improve to 11-0-0 at FLA Live Arena this season, tying the 
1963-64 Chicago Black Hawks for the best start to a season 
at home. They have a plus-27 goal differential in their 11 
home games (50-23). They haven't lost at home in the 
regular season since April 24, a streak of 15 straight games. 

3. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (12-3-5) 

Total points: 167 

Last week: No. 4 

The Capitals are thankful for their first line of Evgeny 
Kuznetsov, Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson. They have 
carried much of the offense with forwards Nicklas Backstrom 
(hip), Anthony Mantha (shoulder surgery), T.J. Oshie (lower 

body) and Lars Eller (NHL COVID-19 protocol) all missing 
time. Backstrom hasn't played yet this season. 

4. EDMONTON OILERS (14-5-0) 

Total points: 159 

Last week: No. 3 

The Oilers are thankful for forwards Leon Draisaitl (40 points) 
and Connor McDavid (36 points), because any team that can 
claim the top two scorers in the NHL would be thankful for 
that. The Oilers also are thankful for the first goal; they are 7-
0-0 when scoring first. 

5. CALGARY FLAMES (12-3-5) 

Total points: 155 

Last week: No. 11 

The Flames are thankful for games against Eastern 
Conference opponents. They are 11-1-2 against teams from 
the Eastern Conference, including 7-0-1 against teams from 
the Metropolitan Division. 

6. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (11-4-3) 

Total points: 146 

Last week: No. 5 

The Lightning are thankful for their scoring depth because 
they need it without forwards Nikita Kucherov and Brayden 
Point in the lineup. Kucherov is out at least another month 
because of surgery to repair a lower-body injury. Point is out 
4-6 weeks with an upper-body injury. The Lightning won 4-0 
against the Philadelphia Flyers without both on Tuesday, 
getting goals from forwards Steven Stamkos, Alex Barre-
Boulet and Corey Perry, and defenseman Zach Bogosian. It 
was the first of the season for Perry and Bogosian. 

7. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (14-6-1) 

Total points: 137 

Last week: No. 8 

The Maple Leafs are thankful for their penalty kill, which is 
17-for-19 in its past nine games. They are eighth in the NHL 
at 85.7 percent; last season they were tied for 23rd at 78.5 
percent. 

8. NEW YORK RANGERS (12-4-3) 

Total points: 115 

Last week: No. 7 

The Rangers are thankful for game-winning goals in the last 
second of regulation, as defenseman Ryan Lindgren scored 
with 0.7 seconds remaining in a 5-4 win against the Buffalo 
Sabres on Sunday. They are also thankful for home-ice 
advantage considering they have won five straight games at 
Madison Square Garden. 

9. MINNESOTA WILD (11-6-1) 

Total points: 93 

Last week: No. 10 
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The Wild are thankful for games that extend beyond 
regulation because they are 5-1 in such games. They are 3-0 
in games decided in overtime and 2-1 in the shootout. 

10. COLORADO AVALANCHE (9-5-1) 

Total points: 81 

Last week: No. 15 

The Avalanche are thankful for forward Nazem Kadri, who is 
fourth in the NHL with 25 points (seven goals, 18 assists) in 
16 games. He has points in 10 straight games (six goals, 15 
assists), including 15 points (four goals, 11 assists) during 
Colorado's six-game winning streak, all without center 
Nathan MacKinnon (lower body). 

11. WINNIPEG JETS (9-6-4) 

Total points: 72 

Last week: No. 6 

The Jets are thankful for their discipline. They are averaging 
8:00 in penalty minutes per game and 4:22 per game 
shorthanded. Each is among the six lowest times in the 
League. 

12. ST. LOUIS BLUES (10-7-2) 

Total points: 61 

Last week: No. 14 

The Blues are thankful for forward Brandon Saad. He has 
scored eight goals, including a St. Louis-high four on special 
teams (three on the power play, one shorthanded). 

13. ANAHEIM DUCKS (10-7-3) 

Total points: 60 

Last week: No. 9 

The Ducks are thankful for forward Troy Terry's 16-game 
point streak (12 goals, 10 assists) that ended in a 3-2 loss at 
the Nashville Predators on Monday. Terry's streak is the third 
longest by a Ducks player in team history, behind Corey 
Perry (19 games, Oct. 21-Dec. 1, 2009) and Teemu Selanne 
(17 games, Feb. 3-March 10, 1999). 

14. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (12-8-0) 

Total points: 38 

Last week: No. 16 

The Golden Knights are thankful for organizational depth, 
which has been tested this season. They have used an NHL-
high 31 skaters in 20 games. 

15. BOSTON BRUINS (10-6-0) 

Total points: 26 

Last week: No. 12 

The Bruins are thankful for Charlie McAvoy, who has turned 
into a bona fide No. 1 defenseman and potential Norris 
Trophy candidate. McAvoy had scored 13 points (three 
goals, 10 assists) in 15 games, with six points at even 
strength and seven on the power play. The 23-year-old is 
averaging 23:24 of ice time per game. 

16. COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS (11-6-0) 

Total points: 24 

Last week: NR 

The Blue Jackets are thankful for Zach Werenski, who like 
McAvoy is proving he's a No. 1 defenseman and potential 
Norris Trophy candidate. Werenski has scored points in six 
straight games (three goals, five assists). He has scored 14 
points (five goals, nine assists) and is averaging 26:37 of ice 
time in 17 games. 

Others receiving points: Pittsburgh Penguins 16, Nashville 
Predators 12, Philadelphia Flyers 2, New Jersey Devils 1 

Dropped out: Flyers (No. 13) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Anaheim Ducks; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Columbus Blue Jackets 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Anaheim Ducks; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Columbus Blue 
Jackets; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Vegas 
Golden Knights 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 
11. Columbus Blue Jackets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. 
Winnipeg Jets; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. 
New Jersey Devils 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Philadelphia 
Flyers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 
14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 
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ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Anaheim Ducks; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Columbus Blue Jackets; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Columbus Blue 
Jackets 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. 
Anaheim Ducks; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. Louis Blues; 12. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Columbus Blue 
Jackets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Anaheim Ducks; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Pittsburgh Penguins 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Colorado 
Avalanche; 11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. 
Anaheim Ducks; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 16. Nashville Predators 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. St. 
Louis Blues; 12. Columbus Blue Jackets; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins
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Johansson’s late winner gives Kraken 2-1 victory over ’Canes 

By Tim Booth 

SEATTLE (AP) — Philipp Grubauer appreciates the echo of 
chants that come when the Seattle Kraken goaltender is 
making big saves.  

The chants of “Gruuuuu,” were constant and well deserved 
Wednesday night in maybe his best performance yet with the 
NHL’s newest team.  

“It’s special because they don’t do it for everybody,” 
Grubauer said. “It’s unbelievable. I love to hear it.” 

Grubauer made 35 saves and Marcus Johansson beat 
Frederik Andersen with a wrist shot with 3:08 remaining to 
give the Kraken a 2-1 win over the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Three nights after making a season-high 37 saves in a 
victory over Washington, Grubauer followed up with another 
terrific performance. Grubauer made 16 saves in the second 
period and another 11 in the third, and the Kraken picked up 
a second straight win over one of the top teams from the 
Eastern Conference.  

Statistically, Grubauer was one of the worst goalies in the 
league for the first month of the season, but has performed 
far better in his past two starts.  

“He’s finding the puck through traffic. He’s seeing the puck 
and looks very calm and settled,” Seattle coach Dave 
Hakstol said. “You’ve got to read some plays very well and 
we’ve seen that — for sure tonight.” 

Seattle won its second straight to close out a six-game 
homestand and handed the red-hot Hurricanes just their third 
regulation loss of the season. It was the second straight 
setback for Carolina after losing to San Jose in overtime 
Monday night.  

“Early in the year we were getting a lot of bounces going our 
ways and now they’re not,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We play a game like that every game we’re going to 
have good results.”  

Seattle’s Jared McCann scored on the power play at 4:16 of 
the second period and Johansson provided the winner in the 
closing minutes. Johansson circled the net, and his shot 
buzzed over Andersen’s left shoulder. It was Johansson’s 
second goal of the season and gave Seattle its first win this 
season when trailing after the first period.  

“I saw a little bit of space between him and the post. The 
(defenseman) was giving me a good screen and I was just 
trying to get it through and it worked out,” Johansson said.  

Brendan Smith gave Carolina an early lead at 18:32 of the 
first period when his slap shot from the point slipped past 
Grubauer, who was screened in front by Jordan Staal.  

But that was all Carolina would get past Grubauer. Andersen 
made 20 saves.  

“These last few games teams are selling out to make those 
those blocks and they’re really competing,” Smith said. “So 
we’re going to get the team’s best. We want it that way. We 
want to be prepared all year so when it comes time in 
playoffs, we’re going to be prepared for that.”  

Seattle pulled even in the second period as its power play 
that was dormant early in the season continued its rapid 
recovery. McCann’s goal was his fifth on the power play and 
the fifth straight game with a power-play goal for the Kraken. 
Seattle has scored on seven of its past 19 power-play 
opportunities after beginning the season with just three goals 
in 38 chances.  

Grubauer was terrific when Carolina had the advantage, 
showing flashes of why Seattle made such a hefty 
investment in the goaltender. Andrei Svechnikov had a clear 
look off a faceoff that Grubauer kicked aside, and he made 
another save lunging across the goal to rob Teuvo 
Teravainen.  

Grubauer also made a key save on Seattle’s power play, 
stopping Jordan Staal on a breakaway short-handed.  

Grubauer was just as good in the third period making stops 
on a couple of odd-man rushes early in the period on 
turnovers by the Seattle defense.  

“You got to tip your hat to their goalie,” Smith said. “I think he 
made some big saves and timely saves.” 

NOTES 

Carolina played its second game without defenseman Ethan 
Bear, who tested positive for COVID-19 before Monday’s 
game in San Jose. ... Vince Dunn and Svechnikov both 
received 5-minute penalties for fighting in the third period. 
Svechnikov also receiving a roughing penalty. ... Johansson 
has five points in his past five games against Carolina.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Carolina closes out its road trip at Philadelphia 
on Friday.  

Kraken: Seattle opens a four-game road trip at Tampa Bay 
on Friday.
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Vezina Trophy race: Andersen, Campbell, Shesterkin, and more 

By James O'Brien  

With about a quarter of the 2021-22 NHL season in the 
books, PHT will break down races for major awards. This 
feature continues with the wide-open race for the Vezina 
Trophy. Here’s our look at the race for the Calder Trophy, as 
well as the Norris. 

Note: stats collected from before Tuesday’s games, unless 
otherwise noted. The NHL’s general managers vote for the 
Vezina Trophy each season. 

Vezina Trophy race: plenty of goalies off to impressive starts 

Much like the Norris Trophy, there are a lot of goalies with a 
claim to Vezina relevance — at least late in November. 
Unlike the Norris, the reigning Vezina winner (Marc-Andre 
Fleury) is not one of the frontrunners. 

As mentioned above, NHL GMs vote for the Vezina Trophy, 
rather than writers or goaltending peers. With that in mind, a 
simple stat like wins could be a more meaningful “tiebreaker” 
than it would be if analytics-minded people determined the 
Vezina Trophy winner. 

(That said, this post will include some “fancy stats” to try to 
cover multiple dimensions.) 

Last season’s Maple Leafs creasemates could be the 
frontrunners 

In 2020-21, Frederik Andersen and Jack Campbell were key 
goalies for the Toronto Maple Leafs. Now they’re arguably 
the (very early) Vezina frontrunners, as both Andersen and 
Campbell combine top win totals with strong individual stats. 

Andersen currently leads the NHL with 11 wins (11-2-0), with 
strong numbers to boot (.937 save percentage). By Evolving 
Hockey’s Goals Above Replacement (GAR), Andersen is tied 
with Igor Shesterkin for second overall with 13.1. Andersen 
ranks third in Hockey Reference’s version* of Goals Saved 
Against Average (GSAA) with 9.54. 

Stats like GAR and GSAA aim to isolate a goalie’s 
performance from the team in front of them. That said, some 
might poke minor holes in Andersen’s argument because of 
the Hurricanes’ overall dominance. 

As strong as Andersen’s early Vezina argument is, Jack 
Campbell’s might be even better. Campbell ranks second in 
wins with 10 (10-4-1), and his stats are even stronger 
(including a .944 save percentage). 

Campbell’s 13.88 GSAA leads the NHL. He’s tied for seventh 
in GAR with Carter Hart and Connor Hellebuyck at 10.7. 

Campbell serves as a workhorse for a strong overall Maple 
Leafs team, albeit one that can be charged with playing 
“high-event” games all-around. It could be interesting if Petr 
Mrazek eats into Campbell’s starts, too. Being that 
Campbell’s career-high is 31 games played, it also remains 
to be seen if he’ll run out of steam. But he’s been excellent 
for quite some time now, and he’s also a heck of a story as a 
first-rounder who no longer seems like a “bust.” 

* – Several sites present different versions of GSAA, GAR, 
and so on. For the sake of simplicity, this Vezina Trophy post 
will stick with Evolving Hockey’s GAR and Hockey 
Reference’s GSAA. 

A ton of other quality Vezina candidates 

 John Gibson is 9-4-2 with a .925 save percentage, 
and he’s accomplished that on a Ducks team with 
low expectations. Gibson generally checks the other 
boxes: 5.86 GSAA (10th) and 7.3 GAR (13th). 

 Consider Igor Shesterkin one of the top Vezina 
contenders. Judging by the Rangers’ Swiss cheese 
defense, he’s been remarkable (9-3-2 record and 
.931 save percentage). Again, Shesterkin ties 
Andersen for second in GAR at 13.1, and ranks fifth 
in GSAA (8.14). 

Shesterkin turns heads for how technically sound he is, yet 
he’s also an explosive athlete. That putrid Rangers defense 
makes his strong work tough to sustain, though. Maybe 
they’ll improve, and thus avoid submarining his chances? 

 On the opposite end of the spectrum from 
Shesterkin, we have Jacob Markstrom. 

Under Darryl Sutter, Flames goaltender is a relatively cushy 
gig. Note that Dan Vladar is 4-0-1 with a tremendous .946 
save percentage and two shutouts. 

That said, Markstrom’s off to a start that absolutely warrants 
Vezina consideration. Old-school GMs will need to see an 
improvement from Markstrom’s 7-3-4 record (or at least for 
other Vezina candidates to cool off). 

Those five shutouts keep Markstrom in the mix. Behind 
Campbell, Markstrom’s the only other goalie who’s above 
double-digits in GSAA with 12.34. His 13.7 GAR leads all 
goalies. 
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 GMs who love redemption stories will gravitate to 
Sergei Bobrovsky. You don’t have to bend the truth 
to make a Vezina case for Bob, either. He’s 8-0-2 
with a .937 save percentage. His 8.16 GSAA ranks 
fourth, and he places sixth in GAR with 11.3. It 
would really be something if Bobrovsky won his 
third Vezina Trophy after many left his career for 
dead. 

 Now, there are some mainstays who are hovering in 
the picture, but aren’t quite in the top ranks. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and Connor Hellebuyck remain sharp, 
and crucial to their teams. Their stats are closer to 
very good than the absolute top. You can say 
similar things about Juuse Saros. All three could 
easily move up the ranks as the weeks and months 
pass. 

 Carter Hart will need to play more, and win more (5-
3-3). But he’s quietly off to a start that really must 
comfort Flyers fans and management. 

 Want some blasts from the past? Jonathan Quick‘s 
4-4-2 record keeps his impressive .939 save 
percentage under the radar. Craig Anderson‘s save 
percentage is .921, in 2021-22. Even Martin Jones 
has a .920 save percentage. None of these goalies 
are really playing or winning enough to be serious 
Vezina Trophy threats, but it’s cool to see them 
rebound. 

And, frankly, it’s a reminder of just how unpredictable the 
position — and thus, the Vezina Trophy race — can be.

 

 

 

Secret Formula: Analytics in the NHL 

As hockey’s analytics community evolves after gaining 
mainstream traction, its practitioners keep their cards close 
to the vest to maintain an edge in the cutthroat NHL. 

By Matt Larkin 

What is this, Fight Club?  

Is the first rule of analytics that NHL teams cannot talk about 
analytics? Ask too many questions on the topic and 
employees begin to get dodgy. They speak in code or use 
vague descriptions, running out the clock as if talking longer 
creates the illusion of a complete answer. They say things 
like: 

“I can’t think of an easy way to do it without getting into 
things that I probably shouldn’t get into.” 

“We probably can’t be that specific.” 

“Getting into specifics of an example or two would be a little 
challenging for me.” 

Every NHL team today has an analytics department, and 
each team protects its statistical secrets as though they 
belong in the giant warehouse where Steven Spielberg 
stashed the Ark of the Covenant. That advanced hockey 
statistics are held in such high regard is quite the coup for 
the “spreadsheet” community. Ten to 15 years ago, before 
terms like Corsi, Fenwick, possession, WAR and expected 
goals went mainstream, advanced stats were a niche for 
nerds. Hockey’s gatekeepers – the old-guard establishment 
comprised mostly of former players who’d ascended to roles 
as scouts, coaches and GMs – brushed them aside.  

The most reductive version of the anti-stats argument 
claimed eyeballs beat spreadsheets 10 times out of 10. But 
something began to change roughly a decade ago, just as it 
had in the MLB in the early 2000s when Moneyball came 
about. Open-minded hockey thinkers began to recognize 
correlations between winning and having strong peripheral 
statistics. In a seven-season stretch from 2009-10 through 
2015-16, the Stanley Cup winner finished in the top four in 5-
on-5 Corsi percentage six times. Journalists started 
championing the validity of stats websites and bloggers, and 
NHL teams quietly took notice. 

Two of the first to do so: the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Carolina Hurricanes. When Brendan Shanahan took over as 
Leafs president in 2014, he remade the franchise with 
progressive minds, starting with the hiring of Kyle Dubas as 
assistant GM. Dubas was known as one of the young hockey 
executives most interested in analytics at the time.  

Within weeks of that hiring, Toronto snapped up Darryl 
Metcalf and tasked him and writers Cam Charron and Rob 
Pettapiece with creating a team analytics department. 
Metcalf had cofounded Extra Skater, one of the most popular 
advanced-stats hockey websites consumed by the public 
back then. Hockey stats were a side hobby for him at the 
time. He had a degree in chemical engineering and worked 
for an information technology/marketing firm. 

In 2015, the Hurricanes hired Eric Tulsky, who was best 
known for his deep-dive analytical writing on blogs like Broad 
Street Hockey and FiveThirtyEight. He thought of himself as 
a conduit between the science and sports worlds, helping 
convert jargon to relatable terms so readers could 
understand why specific stats mattered in a hockey context. 
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“A translator role from math to human was kind of how I got 
started,” Tulsky said. “And it was early enough that, as I was 
doing that, there were a lot of things that hadn’t been done 
yet.” 

Metcalf ascended from analyst to being the Leafs’ director of 
hockey research and development, and, today, is special 
assistant to the GM. Tulsky rose from one-off consulting 
projects with multiple teams to working exclusively with the 
Hurricanes as an analyst. He became a manager of 
analytics, then vice-president of hockey management. 
Today, he’s assistant GM of the Hurricanes. 

So what does a typical day look like for someone tasked with 
running an analytics department? As Metcalf explains, a data 
analyst’s job changes along with the calendar. In the middle 
of the regular-season schedule, his work focuses on studying 
opponents and player tendencies to gain advantages for the 
next game. Approaching the trade deadline, he’ll be 
analyzing potential targets. The research focus will shift 
again leading up to the draft and again to prepare for signing 
players to contracts during the frenzied off-season. 

Tulsky deliberately stays an arm’s length from the players 
during day-to-day operations. Many NHLers, from Mark 
Scheifele to Drew Doughty, have publicly bashed analytics in 
recent seasons and may be somewhat prickly to being 
instructed via charts and stats. In Carolina, Tulsky 
communicates his analysis to the coaching staff, headed by 
Rod Brind’Amour.  

In Tulsky’s mind, the coaches can translate the analytical 
findings in terms the players understand. He also doesn’t 
want to deliver mixed messages, emphasizing a given piece 
of data that a coach doesn’t choose to prioritize. “If the 
coaches don’t think it will help players to see it in data, if they 
think it’s better to show them video or to talk about it in the 
abstract, that’s what they should do,” Tulsky said. “They 
need to judge their players and have the communications in 
the way that will be most effective for each player.” 

So what exactly are the findings analytics employees share 
with NHL teams? What are the secret custom statistics 
teams guard like nuclear launch codes? The analysts don’t 
just regurgitate numbers anyone can find online.  

After the 2019-20 season, when asked about then-Leafs 
defenseman Cody Ceci’s ugly defensive numbers, Dubas 
remarked Ceci graded out much better through the lens of 
the Leafs’ private metrics. It’s no secret NHL teams have 
access to more robust and detailed datasets than the 
general public, which gets its numbers from what the NHL 
publishes on its website. Stats like Corsi paint the picture of 
a game in terms of who controls the shot attempts. 
“Expected goals” factors in shot quality to create a more 
accurate representation of which team is threatening to score 
more. But what new metrics, if any, have teams discovered 
by investing so much into analytics over the past half-decade 
or so? 

Yeah…that’s where the questioning hits a wall, which is 
understandable. What team wants to reveal its secrets? 
Some are kind enough to offer interesting crumbs of 
information, at least. “I would say that the event data that the 
NHL publishes is very focused on what happens with the 
puck in terms of obviously goals and assists, takeaways and 

giveaways and shots and things like that,” Metcalf said, “but 
there’s really not a lot of information available about what 
happens (when) players don’t have the puck.” 

Added Tulsky: “It really just does come down to having more 
detailed data and more information about what assignments 
were and what people were supposed to be doing on a 
certain play.” 

Perhaps we can glean what teams are looking for based on 
what type of requests they outsource. Analytics company 
Stathletes, for instance, has worked with NHL teams as 
clients for almost 10 years and collects information using 
every video stream it can find of every on-ice event. 

So, might cofounder Meghan Chayka let us in on what teams 
are after? Just a hint? Please? “It’s a lot easier to quantify 
offense in hockey, so goalies and defense are always of 
interest,” she said. 

Team analytics departments are clearly unearthing some 
highly specific and granular hockey stats. A focus so narrow 
has pitfalls, however. A good explanation of the risks comes 
from the analytics industry’s new breakout online star, Jack 
Fraser, best known by his Twitter handle @JFreshHockey. 
He works in the international politics field for a day job but 
found himself experimenting more and more with hockey 
data during downtime because of the pandemic. 

Now, he’s setting a standard for rapid player analysis with his 
graphical representations known as “player cards,” which 
present easy-to-read summaries of players’ offensive and 
defensive impacts to give instant snapshots of how they 
impact the game. He believes teams’ analytics departments 
drill down on particular skills, which would explain the Ceci-
like situations in which a team seems to like a player much 
better than the public does.  

“Let’s say you’re taking a player who would not be 
considered very good by the analytical community, a 
defensive defenseman who gets caved in every night,” 
Fraser said. “If you’re looking at (publicly available) stats, 
your Wins Above Replacement, things like that, you’ll say, 
‘OK, this guy does nothing,’ right? But if you’re looking at the 
micro stats, you quickly figure out every player is good at 
something, and that makes it even more challenging to 
properly evaluate them. That guy might be (rated poorly) 
across the board, but then his puck-battles-won percentage 
is super high, or his stick tie-ups in front of the net is super 
high. And you can see why a GM who has a strong analytics 
team may see that and say, ‘That brings the element we 
need.’ 

“These teams have so much stuff available to them and stuff 
that is advanced past the level of what we in the public do. 
The main question really comes down to having people who 
can figure out, with that data, what will actually make a 
relevant addition to their team and what is just ramping up 
(skills) that may be catnip to more traditional GMs, scouts 
and coaches and actually isn’t making a difference.” 

Someday, external sources of data will become as 
sophisticated as teams’ internal stats are. The analytics 
world already trends in that direction. Think of how many 
stats have evolved and changed in relevance over the past 
decade. Corsi, for instance, is viewed as an 
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oversimplification at this point and is even vulnerable to 
players gaming the system and puffing up their numbers with 
low-percentage shot attempts. “Corsi, Fenwick, different 
types of things that are just using shots without any sort of 
context around them, those are very good when you only 
have a box score but may not be as desirable when you 
have a robust dataset,” Chayka said. “So moving away from 
that is just natural with the type of data we’re seeing being 
collected at the league level.” 

Fraser says the evolution of data also changes how we 
perceive certain players even compared to a few years ago. 
Stat heads vehemently defended Erik Karlsson’s two-way 
game when he was winning Norris Trophies, for instance, but 
the more accurate information available in 2021 tells us he 
wasn’t the player people thought he was. Or he was exactly 
the player people thought, depending on one’s initial 
position. “Karlsson wasn’t allowing a lot of shots, but the 
shots that he was allowing were really, really good,” Fraser 
said. “And he was allowing these rush chances, 2-on-1s, 
breakaways, all kinds of stuff because he was so far up the 
ice. That breakaway, in terms of Corsi, is worth the same as 
a shot from the point, but in terms of how likely it was to go in 
the net, it was a lot more dangerous…so that is kind of a 
useful correction to how, when you get improved stats, you 
can re-evaluate some takes that you had when you were 
using rocks and stones instead of bronze.” 

The quest for improved stats is now an NHL obsession. All 
32 NHL teams have employees devoted to some form of 
analytics. The Leafs are the leader with eight, while the 
Seattle Kraken and New York Islanders sit second with six 
each. Tulsky’s Canes check in with a solid four. The cutting-
edge Kraken made analytics-oriented thinkers three of their 
earliest front-office hires in director of hockey strategy and 
research Alexandra Mandrycky, senior quantitative analyst 

Namita Nandakumar and quantitative analyst Dani Chu. 
Mandrycky had a significant influence on the hiring of Ron 
Francis because she was tasked with analyzing all the 
Kraken’s preferred GM candidates. 

NHL teams employ 102 people (that we know of) for data-
driven roles today. It’s a massive jump from when teams 
were perceived to be taking chances on people like Metcalf, 
Tulsky, Sunny Mehta and Tyler Dellow several years back. 
Hockey analysis has become a viable career. Accrue a large 
enough following and you could be the latest blogger 
poached. Is Fraser the next to get an NHL gig? He’s not 
sure, but he agrees that the analytics community sees NHL 
jobs as realistic goals in 2021.  

“I know that there are a lot of very ambitious people who are 
dead set on finding themselves in an NHL front office,” 
Fraser said. “My approach is I’m happy doing what I’m doing 
right now, especially because this isn’t really my primary field 
or my primary career. If a team did come calling, I would be 
interested. I would listen to them. But it’s not something that 
I’m seeking out so much as I think a lot of people in this 
space are.” 

Fraser should expect a call soon whether he wants one or 
not. The trend will continue. As trailblazers like Tulsky and 
Metcalf suggest, the picture Moneyball painted is no longer 
accurate. In team meetings, crotchety white-haired scouts 
don’t spit on spreadsheets, nor do analysts roll their eyes at 
the old dinosaurs. That black-and-white era is extinct. The 
old and new guards cooperate, and analytics is now 
permanently entwined in the sport’s decision-making. Once 
you learn how to better evaluate something, there’s no 
unlearning that.
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Grubauer frustrates Hurricanes in 2-1 loss to Kraken 

Grubauer stopped 35 of 36 shots as the Hurricanes dropped 
their second straight game. 

By Brett Finger  

It didn’t really matter what the Carolina Hurricanes did on 
Wednesday night in their first-ever meeting with the Seattle 
Kraken. 

After a slower start, the Canes dominated the Kraken all over 
the ice in the final 40 minutes. Still, it wasn’t enough to 
escape Climate Pledge Arena with a win as the expansion 
team delivered the Hurricanes their second consecutive loss 
by a final score of 2-1. 

A big early hit from Jamie Oleksiak onto Carolina’s Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi set the ton for what would be a very physical 
night in Seattle. 

The Kraken controlled play through long stretches of the 
opening frame, and the Hurricanes were chasing the game 
and fighting the puck as a result. Carolina caught a number 
of good breaks around their own net in the early going, and 
Frederik Andersen was stout. 

They bent at points, but they didn’t break, and that allowed 
them to score the opening goal with under 90 seconds left in 
the period. 

Jordan Staal’s great work behind the Seattle net forced the 
puck out to the blue line, and a nifty behind-the-back pass 
from Tony DeAngelo set up Brendan Smith for a long-range 
wrister that worked its way through traffic and by Philipp 
Grubauer. 

The first period was a bit of a slog for the Canes, but things 
changed dramatically in the second. 

The Hurricanes were dominant at 5-on-5 from start to finish, 
but they couldn’t break through on their numerous high-
danger chances. 

Both teams had a power play in the middle frame, starting 
with an early holding call on Jaccob Slavin that led to the 
game-tying goal. Jared McCann beat Andersen from the top 
of the left circle and tied the game at one goal apiece. 

After a brief charge from Seattle following the goal, it was all 
Carolina through the rest of the period. They swarmed the 
Kraken in waves, with the newly-formed trio of Kotkaniemi, 
Martin Necas, and Nino Niederreiter leading the way. 

Grubauer stood on his head through long stretches of the 
lopsided period, which reached its peak after Morgan Geekie 
hooked Andrei Svechnikov near the halfway point of the 
period. 

It was almost two full minutes of the Hurricanes doing 
everything but scoring. A combination of huge saves, 
blocked shots, and missed shots plagued them as they failed 
to regain the lead. 

They kept their foot down in the second half of the period, 
but Seattle survived the middle 20 despite giving up nine 
scoring chances and a whopping 1.6 expected goals to 
Carolina at 5-on-5. 

The Hurricanes kept mounting pressure in the third period, 
but they continued to get the same results. 

The Kotkaniemi line produced a couple of good chances in 
the opening minutes, and then Sebastian Aho’s line knocked 
on the door twice on the same shift, but Jordan Martinook 
bobbled a grade-a chance and then got shut down by 
Grubauer on another opportunity. 

The frustration boiled over for the Hurricanes and 
Svechnikov near the midway point of the third period. 
Svechnikov and Vincent Dunn exchanged shoves in the 
corner of the Seattle zone. Svechnikov prematurely dropped 
his gloves to fight and got handed an instigator penalty in 
addition to the matching five-minute majors. 

The Kraken didn’t score on their power play, but they 
managed to deliver a dagger shortly after that. 

With just 3:08 left in the game, Marcus Johansson wrapped a 
puck behind the Carolina net and fired a puck through the 
legs of a covering Jaccob Slavin, right by a self-screening 
Necas, and by the short side of Andersen to make it a 2-1 
game. 

Carolina pulled Andersen with 1:30 to go, but they couldn’t 
get a second puck by Grubauer, who almost singlehandedly 
stole a win for the Kraken in the first-ever meeting between 
the two teams. 

For the first time in 2021-22, the Hurricanes have lost 
consecutive games, and it happened at the back-end of a 
six-game road trip. 

The team will close out its road trip on Friday in Philadelphia.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Smith, Svechnikov discuss loss to Kraken 

The Carolina Hurricanes first trip to Seattle wasn’t a friendly 
one, as the Canes fell to the Kraken 2-1 Wednesday night. 

By Alec_Sawyer and Brett Finger 

For the first time this season the Carolina Hurricanes are on 
a losing streak. 

The Canes fell 2-1 Wednesday night in their first-ever game 
against the Seattle Kraken, as a late third-period winner from 
Marcus Johansson closed the door on Carolina’s second 
loss this week.  

Defenseman Brendan Smith had the Canes’ lone goal in the 
first period, blasting home a great pass from Tony DeAngelo 
to give Carolina a 1-0 lead with his second score of the 
season. That was all the Canes would get offensively, 
though, as the Kraken and goaltender Philipp Grubauer 
closed the door.  

Following the loss, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Smith and Andrei Svechnikov spoke with members of the 
media. Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his team’s effort in the loss: It was good. I don’t know 
what else you can do, we just didn’t score. We did everything 
we should do, we just didn’t capitalize. We didn’t give up a 
lot. We just didn’t find a way to get another goal.  

On the feeling of losing back-to-back games in frustrating 
fashion: Well, it’s frustrating because we’re not scoring. Early 
in the year, we were getting a lot of bounces going our way 
and now they’re not. We just have to keep doing it. We play 
a game like that every game, we’re going to have good 
results. It’s hard. Those guys are pressing and they want to 
score. That’s part of it, but you can’t get frustrated. It’s easy 
to say that, but it’s human nature that you will. We’re fighting 
that a little bit right now. 

On the line-juggling: It was a few things, just wanted to do 
something a little different. Then Svech was out the last 
seven or eight minutes and that prompted a whole bunch of 
changes, too. We were just trying to get something going 
there. We were creating enough to win tonight. We certainly 
had enough chances. 

On Svechnikov’s fight late in the game: It’s not the good play 
because it takes him out of the game. I don’t know how he 
got the extra two. I don’t know how Slavin got a penalty on 
the one that leads to a goal, too. Things are stacking against 
us. They were going for us good early in the year and now 
we’re going through one of those that you just have to fight 
through. 

On if he feels like teams are circling the Hurricanes: We get 
everybody’s best game. We haven’t played one game this 
year where the other team was bad. Not one game. We’re 
getting their best. That’s a change from years gone by, I can 
tell you that. We know that. That’s part of it.  

On the quick turnaround ahead: Nah, it’s not ideal, obviously. 
And then we come home and have another afternoon game 
and then go back on the road. Everyone has tough 

schedules, but this one is a little crazy. It is what it is. We’ve 
got to bounce back.  

Brendan Smith 

On DeAngelo’s pass to assist his goal: That’s elite. That’s 
very high level. I’ve watched him make that play a lot. A lot of 
times I would kind of be backing out, but I know that he’s 
good at walking the line. He made an unbelievable play. At 
that point I looked up and saw Jordan [Staal] in front, and 
you can’t get a bigger guy in front. I had a pretty good 
screen, and I just tried to get good wood on it. It went in. 

On how he felt: I think the coaches are getting a little bit 
more confidence in my game. I’m playing a little bit more 
minutes. I think that’s just with time learning the system and 
getting in more games. When they feel comfortable with me, 
I’m going to feel comfortable as well. Hopefully I can keep 
getting better and keep trying to help this team. We’re 
moving in the right direction. I liked our game. There’s a lot of 
parity in this league, and a lot of times it comes down to 
special teams. They got theirs, and we didn’t get ours.  

On if this was a case of one team taking advantage of the 
opportunities and the other not: I don’t know. I mean, it was a 
2-1 game. I wouldn’t say either team took a whole lot of their 
opportunities. I thought both goalies played great. You’ve got 
to tip your cap to their goalie. I thought he made some big 
saves, timely saves. In a 2-1 game, 1-0 game, these tight 
games, one little error can change the whole thing. I liked our 
game. To be honest, I wasn’t very happy with the call on 
[Jaccob Slavin]. He doesn’t get many penalties to begin with, 
and then I think if we break that down that’s probably not a 
penalty. That changed the outcome. That’s the game of 
hockey. I guess the hockey gods weren’t in our favor. These 
are cliches that we always say. We’re frustrated. I’m 
frustrated. But I think we can take solace in how we played 
and competed.  

On if it’s starting to feel like teams are circling the Canes on 
the schedule: That’s what’s going to happen. All good teams 
forever, since I was a little kid, that’s always been what 
happens. When I was playing with them, it was the Red 
Wings are coming into town. You had to have your best 
game or they were going to shell you. We see that now. 
Teams are blocking shots. These last two games, teams are 
selling out to make those blocks and they’re competing. 
We’re going to get team’s best. We want it that way. We 
want to be prepared all year so that when it comes time for 
the playoffs, we’re going to be prepared for that. That’s good, 
that we see the best competition from each team. Like I said 
earlier, there’s so much parity in the league, and if you’re 
getting their best on a nightly basis, we’re going to get better. 
You’re right. I agree with you. I feel like teams are playing 
well. You know what? That’s great. That’s exciting. We’ll take 
it.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On the team’s game as a whole: I thought we played well. 
The effort was there. It was one of those games where we’re 
getting so many shots and we can’t score. Their goalie was 
unbelievable today. 
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On what happened in his late fight and on if he feels he may 
have been better suited to be on the ice rather than in the 
penalty box down the stretch: It’s just one of those moments. 
It happened so fast. I got that hit, and he kind of jumped at 

me. I thought he wanted it, and we just had a go. It just 
happened too fast. I’m not a fighter. I know I have to be on 
the ice to help my team win games. I probably shouldn’t do 
that.”

 

About Last Night: Pointless in Seattle 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ first trip to Seattle didn’t go in their 
favor, as the Canes fell 2-1 to the Kraken in the first meeting 
between the two.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Hurricanes will have to wait until at least the 2022-23 
season for their first victory in the Evergreen State, as 
Carolina went into Climate Pledge Arena Wednesday night 
and fell 2-1 in its first meeting with the Kraken.  

Brendan Smith scored the Canes’ lone goal in the opening 
period, as nothing else Carolina was able to put on Philipp 
Grubauer was good enough to beat him. The Kraken tied the 
game in the second period on a questionably earned power 
play, before winning it late in the third on a Marcus 
Johansson winner.  

I’ll (try to) keep the takeaways short and sweet today, and I’ll 
start off by wishing everyone in the Canes Country 
community the happiest of Thanksgivings. Thank you, as 
always, for reading and engaging in this community, and I 
hope that everyone can take some time today to appreciate 
the good things in life.  

And now, some thoughts on Wednesday night. 

Thankful the end is in sight 

Extended road trips in the NHL are hard. Extended west-
coast road trips for an east-coast team are even harder.  

The Canes started out their six-game road swing in the same 
fashion they started the season, winning the first three 
games and hitting that big .500 mark for the road trip in the 
front half. The Hurricanes certainly didn’t play their best in all 
those three games, but they got three wins nonetheless.  

But then the road trip hit the back half, and the results have 
shifted. Monday night in San Jose, the Canes couldn’t 
overcome a middling Sharks team and fell in overtime. 
Wednesday in Seattle, Carolina couldn’t muster enough 
good opportunities in a game that it probably didn’t deserve 
to win.  

Road trips are hard, and the Canes haven’t looked their best 
for the last week now. There’s other things going on as well, 
with Ethan Bear out with COVID, but this is also as grueling 
of a stretch as the team is going to play. Carolina has looked 
relatively flat the last few times out, and it has cost the Canes 
their first losing streak of the season.  

But the end of the road trip is in sight, and that’s a good thing 
for the Canes. It doesn’t necessarily get easier now, with a 
quick cross-country turnaround to take on the Philadelphia 
Flyers Friday afternoon before getting just one home game 
before hitting the road once again.  

“Nah, it’s not ideal, obviously,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “And 
then we come home and have another afternoon game and 

then go back on the road. Everyone has tough schedules, 
but this one is a little crazy. It is what it is. We’ve got to 
bounce back.” 

But hey, at least the Hurricanes will only be in the Central 
Time Zone instead the Pacific for their trip to Dallas to wrap 
up the daunting month of November.  

Some suspect officiating 

Listen, I’m not one to play the ref card often. I think as a 
general rule, blaming the refs for losses is a cop out.  

And Wednesday night in Seattle, the Canes probably didn’t 
deserve to win the game anyway. But the referees certainly 
didn’t help.  

Seattle’s first goal, the difference in the game if you want to 
look at it that way, came on the power play, a power play that 
was far, far, far from earned by the Kraken. Jaccob Slavin, 
yes Jaccob Slavin, got called for a phantom holding, and 
well, it simply wasn’t.  

“I don’t know how Slavin got a penalty on the one that leads 
to a goal, too,” Brind’Amour said, in an answer to a question 
about Andrei Svechnikov’s fight late in the game.  

The power play led to a Kraken goal, one that changed the 
dynamic of the game and, in a one-goal game, was 
obviously part of the difference.  

And now to that Svechnikov fight, which came late in the 
game and took the bigtime goal threat off the ice. Svechnikov 
laid a hit on Vince Dunn and then took a high shot back from 
Dunn (one that honestly could have been called) and then 
the two duked it out.  

The result? Five-minute fighting majors for both, and a two-
minute roughing call on Svechnikov. The Kraken didn’t score 
on the power play, but still, it wasn’t exactly something that 
helped the Canes any, either.  

All that to say the Hurricanes still can’t blame the refs for this 
one. Carolina wasn’t its best, and the effort is probably well 
reflected by the final result. But it still feels important to call 
these things out sometimes.  

“I wasn’t very happy with the call on Jaccob,” Smith said. “He 
doesn’t get many penalties to begin with, and then I think if 
we break that down that’s probably not a penalty. That 
changed the outcome. That’s the game of hockey. I guess 
the hockey gods weren’t in our favor.” 

A target on their backs 

A final thought, one that was talked about by both 
Brind’Amour and Smith following the game.  

The Canes are an elite NHL team, one that is a Stanley Cup 
contender in the minds of everybody. And with that talent 
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and profile, Carolina is going to get the very best effort from 
every single team it plays.  

Against the Sharks and Kraken, neither necessarily off to a 
great start, the Canes couldn’t find the scoring touch, with 
both of those squads super active in making life difficult for 
the Hurricanes.  

“We get everybody’s best game,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
haven’t played one game this year where the other team was 
bad. Not one game. We’re getting their best. That’s a change 
from years gone by, I can tell you that. We know that. That’s 
part of it.” 

Smith’s thoughts were much more detailed, and were a really 
good insight into what it’s like to be on that side of the 
equation.  

His comments, in full: 

“That’s what’s going to happen. All good teams forever, since 
I was a little kid, that’s always been what happens. When I 
was playing with them, it was the Red Wings are coming into 
town. You had to have your best game or they were going to 
shell you. We see that now. Teams are blocking shots. 
These last two games, teams are selling out to make those 
blocks and they’re competing.  

“We’re going to get team’s bests. We want it that way. We 
want to be prepared all year so that when it comes time for 
the playoffs, we’re going to be prepared for that. That’s good, 
that we see the best competition from each team. Like I said 
earlier, there’s so much parity in the league, and if you’re 
getting their best on a nightly basis, we’re going to get better. 
You’re right. I agree with you. I feel like teams are playing 
well. You know what? That’s great. That’s exciting. We’ll take 
it.”

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256111437.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/offense-dries-up-in-hurricanes-loss-in-1st-trip-to-seattle/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-late-third-goal-pushes-kraken-past-canes/c-328331336 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-seattle-kraken-game-recap/c-328065902 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-25/c-328295834 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-seattle-marcus-johansson-carolina-hurricanes-b51eda2a98f766b4d132a7109b8b80fa 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/11/24/vezina-trophy-race-andersen-campbell-shesterkin-and-more/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/secret-formula-analytics-in-the-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/25/22801906/grubauer-frustrates-carolina-hurricanes-in-2-1-loss-to-seattle-kraken-nhl-svechnikov-andersen 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/25/22801965/they-said-it-brindamour-smith-svechnikov-discuss-loss-to-kraken 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/25/22801982/about-last-night-pointless-in-seattle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

1195015 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ loss to the Seattle Kraken 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

NOVEMBER 25, 2021 1:40 AM 

 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2-1 loss Wednesday to the 
Seattle Kraken, their second consecutive defeat after starting the road 
trip with three wins: 

-- Goaltender Frederik Andersen has left a lot of teams frustrated this 
season in stealing some games for the Canes (14-3-1). On Wednesday it 
was Andersen’s turn to be disappointed as Philipp Grubauer of the 
Kraken stole one. 

Grubauer had 35 stops, which will improve the .882 save percentage he 
had before Wednesday. He gave up one goal, to defenseman Brendan 
Smith in the first period, which will improve the 3.18 goals-against 
average he had before Wednesday. 

“Their goalie was unbelievable,” Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. 

-- It happened quickly in the third period. The Canes had the puck in the 
offensive zone and Svechnikov, perhaps the Canes’ most active forward 
Wednesday, was jostling with defenseman Vince Dunn behind the 
Kraken net when ... 

The gloves came off and Svechnikov began throwing some big punches. 
Bam, bam, bam. Svechnikov was called for a fighting major and roughing 
at 10 minutes of the third, spending a lot of time in the penalty box as the 
Kraken, urged on by the home crowd, won on Marcus Johansson’s goal 
with 3:08 left in regulation. 

“It was just one of those moments,” Svechnikov said. “Obviously it 
happens fast and I’m not a fighter. I’ve got to be on the ice and helping 
my team win games. Probably I shouldn’t do that.” 

-- Call it the price of success, of their sizzling early season run and being 
called potential Stanley Cup contenders, but the Canes aren’t getting into 
any easy games. Nor are the goals coming easily. 

“We get everybody’s best game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We haven’t played one game this year where the other team was bad. 
Not one game where they were a little off. We’re getting their best. That’s 
a change from years gone by, I can tell you that. But that’s part of it.” 

While the Canes managed 36 shots, the Kraken clogged the lanes well 
enough to block 20 attempts. That came after San Jose did the same. 

“Teams are selling out to make blocks and they’re really competing,” 
defenseman Brendan Smith said. “We’re going to get a team’s best but 
we want it that way. When it comes to the playoffs we’ll be prepared for 
that.” 

-- After a combined 43 shots in their previous two games, the Canes’ 
lines were jumbled by Brind’Amour for Wednesday’s game. The top line 
had Jordan Martinook playing with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, and 
Steven Lorentz was back in the lineup and used on Vincent Trocheck’s 
line with Teuvo Teravainen. Enough said? 

“It’s frustrating because we’re not scoring,” Brind’Amour said. “Early in 
the year we were getting a lot of bounces our way and now we’re not. 
We’ve got to fight through it. 

“I don’t know what else you could do. We just didn’t score. We did 
everything we should do. We just didn’t capitalize. We didn’t give up a 
heck of a lot but just couldn’t find a way to get another goal.” 

Svechnikov has been held without a goal for 11 consecutive games. So 
has Jordan Staal. 

-- One of the most over-used lines in hockey is “good-looking power 
play,” which is not always a successful, scoring power play and wasn’t for 
the Canes on Wednesday. 

After the Kraken scored on a second-period power play, Jared McCann 
ripping a shot past Andersen, the Canes had their first chance when 
former Canes forward Morgan Geekie was called for hooking. Carolina 
moved the puck crisply, had four shots on goal and had three attempts 
miss the net -- and came away empty. Nor did they score on an early 
third-period power play. 

Bottom line: the Canes have gone scoreless on the power play the past 
four games, good-looking or not. 
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John Forslund Q&A: On his favorite Hurricanes memories, his bittersweet 
exit and a ‘rekindled’ spirit in Seattle 

 

By Sara Civian  

Nov 24, 2021  

  

SEATTLE — John Forslund sits down in a homey, lodge-like bar and 
smiles. 

“Look out that window,” he says enthusiastically. Doing so, I’m met with a 
postcard of the Pacific Northwest. But what some might describe as 
“overcast,” Forslund calls “mystical.” 

Forslund struggled with some tough emotions as his contract with the 
Hurricanes was expiring in 2020. He’d been with the organization since 
1991, when they were the Whalers, serving as the voice — and 
sometimes the ambassador — of the team since 1995. In Forslund’s last 
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season, he, Tripp Tracy and Mike Maniscalco were voted the best 
broadcast team in the league. 

At the time, he said leaving the Hurricanes was “not his wish,” and it was 
clear the bittersweet ending with the team was about much more than 
finances. Anyone could tell it hurt him on a personal level because he 
just cared so much. 

But sitting across from him in Seattle, he seems lighter, at peace. He 
took the job as the inaugural Seattle Kraken play-by-play commentator 
having never been to the city, and he remembers worrying about that 
decision — wondering how he’d feel about everything a few months in. 
Well, a few months in and the 59-year-old is invigorated by the people 
around him and the task at hand. 

The Athletic caught up with him ahead of the first Kraken-Hurricanes 
matchup to reflect on his time in Raleigh and his present in Seattle. 

I feel like your career is so unique. It has endings, like the Whalers, but 
also beginnings, like the Hurricanes and the Kraken. What does that feel 
like? 

It’s different every time. There was such a build-up (in Seattle) about the 
arena, and the practice facility, and the market, and all this different stuff. 
It was just a lot to take in, but again, I’m lucky because I have all these 
little landmarks, right? Like, the end of Hartford, the beginning of the 
Hurricanes and the beginning of this. And I didn’t think at this stage of my 
life and my career, that this would happen again. 

Had you even been to Seattle before you took this job? 

No, I moved to Seattle sight unseen because it was the opportunity of a 
lifetime. They offered me a great deal, but I had to make a decision on 
what I was going to do. I wasn’t in a position where I could really be too 
picky — I was a little bit, but not a lot. When I was working nationally, it 
was kind of up in the air. It was before the rights were settled with ESPN 
and Turner. I saw this and I really knew I wanted to be back with a team, 
but until I got back with a team, I had no idea how much I missed it. 

I think a lot of people, including me, thought you might have gone 
national. 

It’s interesting, I don’t know. I didn’t know if NBC was kicking around, I 
didn’t know if the rights were sold that I’d be in the mix. 

Come on, you’d be in the mix. 

Well, it all worked out for the best. I’d love to get back to (doing some 
national games) someday, but as for now, all my attention is on this. We 
not only have to get this franchise launched, but I have to build trust with 
our fans and make sure I’m doing the best I can to make our broadcast 
the best it can be. I want to make sure this broadcast becomes as great 
as what we build over time in Raleigh. That’s my mission. 

Well, how do you do that? I talked to ROOT Sports on-air analyst and 
Kraken website contributor Alison Lukan, and she said you help her a lot. 

She has passion for hockey, and that’s the number one thing we all have. 
That’s what she brings, but also a perspective we need here. We need 
some information that makes sense that’s from the analytical world. 
She’s a great person, but she’s also got talent and she’s excellent on 
camera. We all bring something different, and we’ve got a great group 
around us. They’ve dumped a lot of resources into it. Our job is to kind of 
get into the landscape of what this is here. For me, there’s a really long 
history of really good play-by-play people in Seattle. The fans have 
always had a connection with people like Dave Niehaus and others who 
have been here with the other sports. I’m just starting, but I’m also in the 
last chapter of my career, maybe, so it’s interesting. 

Well, you know who you are, but at the same time you’re at a crossroads 
where maybe the fans here don’t know who you are. 

There are two things, here. They’re demanding, because it’s major 
league, and they don’t want to get smoked. They’re like the weather here 
— they’re always going to show up, sometimes they’re gonna get angry. 

The fans here, the fans in some ways are like the fans in Raleigh, but 
they are different because they’re coming into having a hockey team 
more in tune with pro sports. When we first got to Raleigh way back 
when, it was all about college. 

Every place has its own identity — in Raleigh, you have the tailgating, 
you have the cool college thing that’s carried over. And now the Canes 
are getting the attention they deserve. Here, it’s like: They love the team, 
but they demand more. They also want to build a trust with the 
broadcast. We’ve got to be credible. That’s what I pride myself on. Aside 
from that, you have to make sure that you know your place. I’m brand 
new. It’s kind of weird, I do come in with a resume, but some people have 
no clue who I am. There’s a bunch of people that do, but there’s some 
newness to this — we’re bringing new hockey fans along, and we’ve 
gotta make them fanatical. 

You get kind of a fresh start, which is kind of weird to say. What have you 
most enjoyed so far? 

Everything, everything. I can’t express to you how happy I am. The 
hardest part is navigating family. My daughter is finishing high school in 
Raleigh, and my wife’s in Raleigh. We’re doing it and we’re doing great, 
but our life is kind of all over the place. But everything here is amazing. 
Now, of course, it’s an expansion team, a big deal, a hot brand, the 
messaging has been good — but now we’re beyond that. We’re now into 
the crux of what’s going into the team, the day-by-day, and that’s what I 
do best. It really has become a situation I wasn’t expecting. I didn’t know 
what to think. I was anxious about it. Like, how do you start over? But it’s 
been a really good thing. 

Can you walk through your emotions from when you left the Canes to 
when you got to Seattle? 

Look, so much time has passed. That was June of 2020. There’s been so 
much time, and so much has happened. I’ve already seen these guys in 
the bubble, and that was hard because it was still fresh. I did a bunch of 
their games last year from afar, and it was hard for me to grasp all of 
that. Now it’s irrelevant. Now I’m beyond it. Now we’re into the next 
season, and it’s been one thing right after another. 

You didn’t really have time to think “What the heck am I doing?” 

Well, I’ve thought a lot because I’m alone a lot. I thought a lot during 
training camp about that, but now that we’re rolling and I know everyone 
around me — there’s some really good people that work for the team. 
There’s this vibrancy. There are growing pains — this is new — but 
there’s a vibrancy again. I’m seasoned, I’ve been around a long time, and 
I think a lot of the rest of the broadcasting team didn’t know what to 
expect, or what I was about. Now they know me, my personality, and 
because of that, they’re asking me opinions about different things which I 
can lend advice to. I find that really cool. It’s given me a new purpose 
beyond the call of the game. It’s professionally exhilarating for me. 

Are you happy for Tripp Tracy — maybe he can take on a bigger role like 
that now that you’re gone? Do you guys still talk? 

We don’t talk as much, but only because we both get going and I think 
it’s hard to stay totally connected when you’re not working with someone 
every day. But I am happy that he’s still there and that he can carry that 
torch. He’s figured out his place and his niche with the fan base, and he 
does a great job giving that type of excitement to the fans. His connection 
with them is strong. So, you know, yeah. I have a long history with him. 
Many, many years. When we reached the pinnacle, which was also the 
end, I was very, very proud of being named the top broadcast. But 
unfortunately, it was right at the end. 

The people of Raleigh have had such pride that, even in times of struggle 
with the team, at least they had you guys. And I’m sure you’ve seen 
some of the comments about how devastated people were to lose you. I 
hope that means something to you. 

I love the fans there. They’re still very kind. I will never forget them. But 
things happen, and because this has turned out so well for me, I’m past 
it. I have to be. I just have to continue to go into this new thing. I was 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2021 

 

hoping that I would feel the way I do, but I wasn’t sure that I would. I 
wasn’t sure — I’d been in one place for so long, and I wasn’t expecting to 
go anywhere else unless I left for a complete national package. 

Now that there’s been some time, is there anything that stands out as 
your favorite moment with the Canes? 

There’s so many, it’s hard to pick. They were all great. 

Every moment? 

Yeah. Like I said before, maybe it’s trite, but even the tough years were 
good. I love what I do, I approach every game the same way. One 
phrase that I hate is “this is a big game,” from my perspective they’re all 
big — an exhibition game is big. So, I’ve been lucky enough to do so 
many great games over the years, they kind of all hold a special place for 
me. 

OK, but I’m not accepting that as an answer. 

Some of the greatest moments for me were the three number retirement 
ceremonies — Glen Wesley, Roddy and Ron. I’m alone at center ice, 
20,000 people, and it’s for that player. It’s a lot of responsibility because 
you don’t want to screw up their night. They brought a lot to the table, 
those three guys. Everybody’s kind of on different paths, and without 
those three guys, the Hurricanes wouldn’t be where they’re at. 

Especially in a small market, the individual people like that really matter 
to the community. 

And the Raleigh community is a huge part of our lives. When we moved 
there, my wife was pregnant and my first kid was one year old. We raised 
our family there. Aside from my body of work with the Hurricanes, there’s 
my life and my friends and the community work. You ask what the 
highlights were, and maybe it’s casino nights, maybe the alumni games 
were highlights for me as much as playoff games. Being out in the 
community, from the beginning, where we used to have to go out and do 
various events just to get people aware that we were there. 

It’s great when you feel like you can contribute to something like that, and 
you did. 

And then I came here, and early on, we did some fan events with the 
jersey launch, opening up the practice facility. We did some one-on-one 
events with the fans. And it rekindled a new energy, a new spirit because 
I was able to talk to them. They would tell me how much they appreciate 
an NHL team coming to Seattle, because they follow the Thunderbirds, 
they follow the Silvertips, they remember the Totems from way back 
then. Or they’re brand new, or they follow the Rangers or the 
Blackhawks. Whatever reason, they’re here, they’re all energized by the 
fact that there’s a brand new team. I was like, “Wow, this is happening all 
over again for me. And here we go.” 

Not to be too corny, but it feels like a new life after no fans allowed in the 
building. Maybe everyone has a deeper appreciation for it all. 

The pandemic just added to this whole thing for me and my family. It’s 
been a crazy two years. I mean a crazy two years. But now it’s so good. 
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Flyers goalie Martin Jones denies 43 shots, but Panthers win in overtime, 
2-1 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Nov 24, 2021 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — In their low-scoring, high-intensity rematch with the 
Florida Panthers, the Flyers called upon goaltender Martin Jones to keep 
them in the game. 

When the Flyers conceded high-danger chances in their 2-1 overtime 
loss Wednesday night, Jones was there to bail out his skaters. 

In the second period, Florida center Sam Reinhart had a wide-open net 
to shoot the puck with his team down by a goal. However, Jones struck 
his stick in the trajectory of the puck, getting enough of it to deflect it wide 
and keep Reinhart from capitalizing on a quality opportunity. 

“You’re just kind of in compete mode there,” said Jones, who had 43 
saves. “I just pushed across. He had pretty good patience and just kind 
of kept holding it. Threw the stick up there and got a little lucky.” 

Even when the Panthers made a last-ditch effort on the power play after 
Ivan Provorov was called for cross-checking, Jones stood tall. 

However, Jones couldn’t do it all alone, and defenseman Aaron Ekblad 
managed to beat Jones in the overtime period and secure a Panthers 
victory. 

Bucking the trend 

Through the first 16 games of their season, the Panthers had only been 
held scoreless through two periods once, the first time coming in their 
loss to the New York Rangers on Nov. 8. That changed, however, in the 
Panthers’ second showdown of the season against the Flyers, when they 
hadn’t found the score sheet through the first 40 minutes. 

Their lack of scoring wasn’t the result of a lack of effort. The Panthers 
managed to generate their fair share of odd-man rushes, but the bottom 
line in the Flyers’ success through two periods was the strong play of 
Jones. The Flyers’ offseason addition in net denied all 26 of the 
Panthers’ shots on goal through the first two periods. Jones had help in 
front of him, too — through two periods, the Panthers had a 70% Corsi 
For percentage, which indicates their strong offensive zone possession, 
but the Flyers blocked 16 of the Panthers’ shots on net. 

“There’s no doubt they were going to get some ‘A’ looks, and they did,” 
Flyers coach Alain Vigneault said of the Panthers. “But guys in front of 
Jonesy played hard tonight. I know everybody was trying to do the right 
thing.” 

Frost flashes on defensehdn’t keep the Panthers off the score sheet 
forever, and they capitalized early in the third period when Sam Bennett 
scored on a power play to tie the score at 1. 

Frost flashes on defense 

With centers Kevin Hayes (abdomen) and Derick Brassard (lower body) 
out with injuries, the Flyers were forced to recall 2017 first-round pick 
Morgan Frost from the Phantoms the morning of their game against the 
Panthers. With his call-up, Frost would make his 2021-22 debut with the 
Flyers in the same arena where he scored his first NHL goal on Nov. 19, 
2019. But this time, it was his defensive skills that showed promise. 

Roughly halfway through the second period, Frost knocked Ekblad off the 
puck behind the Panthers’ net, prying the puck away from the possession 
of the Panthers. Frost then made a pass to Joel Farabee on the edge of 
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky’s crease from behind the net in an effort to set 
up Farabee for a goal. Jonathan Huberdeau ultimately tipped the puck 
away from Farabee, but the play was a smart one from Frost 
nonetheless. Through three periods, Frost finished with one shot on goal 
and three hits. 

“I think he’s just a little more aware, a little more urgent in the D-zone, 
and that definitely helps break the puck out,” Farabee said of Frost. “And 
then when you get in the offensive zone, obviously he’s really creative 
and can do a lot of things with the puck. So I think once he figures out 
that defensive part of the game, he’s going to really take off.” 

Jones lends a helping hand 
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Although winger Travis Konecny and Provorov earned assists on 
Farabee’s goal that put the Flyers up 1-0 less than eight minutes into the 
first period, Jones’ sharp start to the game was the reason the Flyers 
were able to get on the board first. The Panthers established dominance 
in the territorial game early, coming out with a 6-1 edge in shots through 
5½ minutes, but Jones was in perfection position to turn each one aside. 

On the Panthers’ possession just moments before the Farabee goal, a 
two-on-one rush developed between Huberdeau and Bennett after 
Bennett picked off a Provorov backhand in the Flyers’ offensive zone. As 
Huberdeau came through the Panthers’ offensive zone with the puck, 
Provorov took away the passing lane and Jones made the stop on 
Huberdeau’s shot. Off the rebound from Jones’ pads, a Konecny stretch 
pass sprung Farabee and set up his breakaway goal. 

“It’s always nice playing for [Jones],” Konecny said. “He always gives a 
great effort in the net. He’s a great guy, so guys love giving that effort for 
him.” 
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Nick Seeler’s regular 80-mile commute to Philly a small price to continue 
his NHL dream 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Nov 24, 2021 

 

Whenever Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher calls Nick Seeler to 
tell him he’s been loaned to the Phantoms, Seeler heads to his hotel 
room in Voorhees, packs a bag, tosses it in his Ford F-150, and takes off 
for another hotel room in Allentown. 

Seeler’s truck, which he bought just before he joined the Flyers, has 
already logged a lot of miles in the young season. As the seventh 
defenseman in an organization short on cap space, Seeler is often the 
player who has to deal with the day-to-day reality of the Flyers’ cost-
cutting. 

Seeler not only gets loaned to the Phantoms when the Flyers’ primary six 
defenseman are healthy, which hasn’t happened often through the first 
17 games, but he also sometimes has to make the trip on regular 
practice days to help the Flyers stay under the salary cap. 

It’s not a new concept in the NHL, but it’s a new situation to Seeler. He 
hasn’t been in one spot long enough to get an apartment, which means 
he hasn’t been able to cook, something that’s usually a relaxing hobby 
for him. At home, he loves to grill steaks, smoke brisket and make one of 
his favorite dishes, “Korean meatballs with a gochujang glaze over white 
rice with veggies,” but living out of hotels doesn’t allow for anything so 
complex. Despite not knowing what city he’ll be in on a given day, Seeler 
has been taking everything in stride. 

As he drives the hour-and-a-half from Voorhees to Allentown, Seeler 
turns on his music (70s rock, today’s hits or Christian singer Lauren 
Daigle) or a podcast and goes. Sometimes, he uses those 80 miles to 
catch up with friends from home or his family, especially his one-year-old 
niece, Rylin Buchta. 

“We talk a lot, like normal sibling stuff,” said Kelly Buchta, one of his older 
sisters. “And it’s like ‘Oh, I’m heading back, or I’m going to Philly, or I’m 
going here,’ and he just takes it in stride. I think he’s in a spot now where 
it’s ‘I’m going to take every opportunity I can.’” 

Seeler has faced tougher challenges, and it has made him both grateful 
for the chance the Flyers are giving him and strong enough to deal with 

the constant uncertainty of his role. Ahead of the 2020-2021 season, 
Seeler realized he needed to take a step away from the sport for his own 
well-being. After long discussions with his family, he decided to forfeit the 
last year of his contract with the Chicago Blackhawks. As a fringer 
NHLer, he made the decision knowing there was a chance no one would 
want him after a year away from the ice 

“It was a really difficult decision for me, but I needed to,” Seeler said. “I 
needed the physical and mental break, kind of a reset.” 

Nick Seeler is back playing the game he loves after taking a year to 
'reset' last season. 

Seeler went home to Minnesota and, for the first time since his hockey 
career took off, had the ability to snowboard without the fear of getting 
hurt. He spent time at the dog park and fishing on his grandfather’s boat 
that he fixed up. He also earned his real estate license.. 

There were peaceful moments as well as periods of uncertainty, but his 
family and friends helped him through it. Pat Hellier, his childhood friend 
and teammate, said Seeler’s friends “filled his schedule and forced him to 
put a smile on his face and do stuff.” At the end of it, when he decided it 
was time to give hockey another try, it was clear he had made the right 
decision and came out stronger because of it. 

The question was whether teams would agree. 

When Seeler announced he was headed to Philadelphia on a one-year, 
two-way contract, his loved ones were ecstatic. They were happy he was 
getting another chance. His sisters and friends were excited he was 
headed to the city where “Always Sunny in Philadelphia” is based. They 
also knew Philadelphia’s reputation as a city that appreciates gritty, hard-
nosed players, and felt it was the perfect place for Seeler. 

Two games in, Seeler showed that grit when he dropped the gloves 
against the Seattle Kraken’s Jamie Oleksiak, who has five inches and 50 
pounds on him. His sisters were glued to the screen through the fight. 
Ashley, who was supposed to be meditating for her online grad school 
class, found herself accelerating her heart rate instead of slowing it 
down. Buchta, who gleefully said “It was awesome!” said it seemed like 
the culmination of everything he’s worked towards. Philadelphia fans 
agreed and showed that with the sound of their roars in the Wells Fargo 
Center. 

Hellier, who has been on the receiving end of Seeler’s competitive glare, 
if not his fists, said it’s funny because Seeler is actually a “gentle giant.” 
He’s quickly gained this reputation in Philadelphia, but he’s also the type 
of guy that stops a game of golf to move a turtle on the course to safety, 
Hellier said, and can talk about a hockey fight one minute and gush over 
his niece the next. 

It didn’t take long for Seeler’s new teammates to pick up on this. Goalie 
Carter Hart called Seeler a ‘warrior’ after the defenseman blocked a shot 
with his face in the preseason. 

“He’s a great human overall, just off the ice great guy,” defenseman Ivan 
Provorov said later. “On the ice, he’s one of those guys that is willing to 
do whatever you need him to do to help the team win, whether that’s 
block a shot or fight one of the biggest guys in the NHL.” 

Seeler wasn’t able to find the words to describe how his off-the-ice 
personality fits with a guy who’s averaging 1.5 hits per game and isn’t 
opposed to dropping the gloves. His sisters and friends, however, have 
determined it’s because he’s a protector, not a fighter. Any physicality he 
shows is born from a desire to help his teammates win. 

Hellier remembers Seeler’s competitiveness from when they were on the 
peewee football field and Seeler, a “little squirt,” would turn into a nasty 
competitor. His sisters remember it going back as far as they can 
remember, whether he was playing goalie for Ashley as she kicked 
soccer balls at him or if he was competing with Buchta, who won an 
NCAA title as a defenseman with the University of Minnesota, as they 
shot pucks in their backyard. 
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In just his second game with the Flyers, Nick Seeler earned the 
appreciation of Flyers fans by going toe-to-toe with the six-foot-seven, 
255 lb. Jamie Oleksiak. 

When Seeler talks about his love for hockey, the competition and 
camaraderie are the top two things he mentions. In Philadelphia, he’s 
found both an organization and a fan base that have similar values. To 
say it’s been “great” is an understatement, he said. 

The level of character on the team is unique, Seeler added, and as a 
result, he’s felt welcomed into the group despite shuttling back-and-forth 
between leagues. Keith Yandle, his defensive partner, has served as a 
teacher, and it helps that they have a similar sense of humor. 

Between the break Seeler took and the new environment, his sisters see 
a significant change in him. 

“Very recently, like in the last few months, certainly since going to Philly, 
there’s a level of confidence that I see in him on the ice and off the ice,” 
Ashley said. “And I don’t think I’ve seen it before at the level that it’s at 
now.” 

Seeler has helped the Flyers stay afloat without the injured Ryan Ellis, 
amassing 25 hits, 21 blocked shots and eight shots on goal as part of the 
third pair. He’s impressed coach Alain Vigneault with his willingness to 
put in hard work and his desire to be here. 

His sisters, who Hellier said played a huge part in pushing Seeler to 
where his now, are watching every game with pride, especially knowing 
what he went through to get to where he is now. 

“Just watching him continue to get more comfortable and continue to 
increase in confidence and clear out in front, break pucks out, utilize his 
speed is just really fun,” Buchta said. 

“I’m super proud of him and super proud of his journey.” 
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Flyers recall Morgan Frost in wake of Derick Brassard injury and shutout 
loss to Lightning 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Nov 24, 2021 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — With injuries mounting at center, the Flyers turned to 
the AHL Phantoms for offensive help by calling up Morgan Frost. 

Frost got the news Tuesday night while he was out to dinner with his 
Lehigh Valley teammates. Phantoms coach Ian Laperrière called him and 
told him, “Drive down to Philly. You’re on a flight tomorrow. You’re going 
to play in Florida tomorrow.” A lot of thoughts ran through Frost’s head, 
but his excitement overrode everything. His parents reminded him not to 
overthink it and to just play his game. 

Frost finished his dinner, packed, and put on a podcast for the drive to 
Philadelphia, he said. After a good night’s sleep, he arrived in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., on Wednesday. Max Willman, a Phantoms teammate 
who was recalled last week, said Frost was clearly excited, just as 
Willman was “fired up” for him. 

Willman and Frost are the only forwards the Flyers have recalled from 
the Phantoms this season. The Flyers have primarily used the waiver 
wire, claiming Patrick Brown and Zack MacEwen, as a means to fill injury 
holes in their lineup — namely during the extended absences of Kevin 
Hayes. 

Early in Tuesday’s 4-0 loss at Tampa Bay, Flyers center Derick Brassard 
left the ice with a lower-body injury. Brassard was already playing on the 
second line to help fill in for Hayes. Without him, the Flyers had to 
constantly shuffle their lines. Coach Alain Vigneault said he had no 
further update on Brassard’s injury other than that he wouldn’t be 
available Wednesday. He will be re-evaluated once they return to 
Philadelphia. The Flyers are also missing center Hayes (abdominal) and 
center/winger Brown (thumb). 

The Flyers recalled Frost, 22, to help them Wednesday in their second 
game of a back-to-back in Florida, against the Florida Panthers. Earlier 
this season, the Panthers beat the Flyers 4-2 at the Wells Fargo Center, 
and they are 10-0-0 at home. 

Frost, the Flyers’ first-round pick in 2017, last played with the Flyers 
during training camp. It was the first time he had played hockey in a year 
because of shoulder surgery, and he struggled. Team management 
decided it would be best for his development to start with the Phantoms, 
where he would get more ice time, and Frost said it has helped him. 

“I think just, in general, just kind of getting my confidence back and 
figuring out things I can and can’t do [because] I didn’t play for so long, 
there was definitely a little rust there,” Frost said. 

His increased confidence was clear to Willman, who had been his 
penalty-kill partner as well as a linemate at Lehigh Valley. Frost said his 
biggest areas of improvement were decision-making and his 200-foot 
game. 

Prior to his call-up, Frost led the Phantoms with 15 points and 12 assists 
through 16 games. Flyers assistant general manager Brent Flahr said 
Tuesday they weren’t in a hurry to call him up. That was hours before 
Brassard was injured, and the Flyers were left with three centers: Sean 
Couturier, Scott Laughton, and Nate Thompson. 

Before Wednesday’s game, Vigneault said he was still figuring out the 
lines and where Frost would slot in. However, he said Frost will 
“definitely” play on the power play. 

Frost has played in 22 NHL games (two goals, five assists). He made his 
NHL debut against the Panthers on Nov. 19, 2019 — and scored in a 5-2 
loss. 

”It’s cool,” Frost said. “It’s kind of crazy how things work out. This almost 
feels like it’s my first game again. Yeah, this is a special place for me. I 
had my family there that night. Yeah, I’m excited to be back here and 
hopefully score another one.” 

Power play vs. penalty kill 

The Flyers’ power play and penalty kill have completely flip-flopped as 
the season has gone on. During the preseason, the penalty kill played 
poorly in the exhibition games while the power play looked promising. 

In the last 14 games, the power play has scored just four times. Its 
season average (15.1%) is seventh-worst in the league, and over the 
past 13 games, it ranks second-to-last (9.5%). 

The penalty kill has been just as likely to create offense as the power 
play, which is not great given it’s a man-down situation. Heading into the 
Lightning game, the Flyers had the 11th-best penalty kill in the NHL with 
a kill rate of 83.3%. 

Against the Lightning, the Flyers killed two power plays. On the first, they 
gave up zero shots and generated two shorthanded shots. 

Breakaways 

Willman was called up Nov. 18 ahead of the first contest against the 
Lightning following Hayes’ reinjury. The Lightning-Panthers swing is his 
first NHL road trip. “He’s got a lot of energy,” Frost said. “He’s always 
smiling. He’s just a great guy to be around. The team’s lucky to have him 
here.” 
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No OT morale boost as Flyers leave Florida in search of any offensive 
answer 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers will head back to Philadelphia for Thanksgiving with a four-
game losing skid. 

They nearly found a way to spoil the Panthers' impressive home cooking 
Wednesday night. Despite never trailing in regulation, the Flyers fell a 
point short of what would have been a morale-boosting victory. They lost 
to the Panthers, 2-1, in overtime at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Florida. 

Aaron Ekblad scored the game-winner for Florida. Joel Farabee was left 
defending without a stick on the play. The Flyers' winger was peeved 
after he appeared to have his stick deflected into the air by Ekblad 
moments before the goal. 

"Definitely frustrating," Farabee said to reporters at FLA Live Arena. "At 
the end there, I thought there should have been a penalty. I get my stick 
whacked out of my hands, the ref's not even five feet from me and 
doesn't call it. A little confused but definitely not happy with a loss."  

Thirty-seven seconds before Ekblad's goal, Cam Atkinson came inches 
away from giving the Flyers the win but he rung iron on a backhanded 
attempt. 

Starving for offense and better health, the Flyers are 0-2-2 in their last 
four games. Things don't any easier for them when they come home. 

In the absences of centers Kevin Hayes (abdominal) and Derick 
Brassard (lower body), prospect Morgan Frost made his season debut for 
the Flyers (8-6-4). 

The Panthers (14-2-3) had been lighting up opponents at home, scoring 
4.80 goals per game through 10 matchups on their ice. They improved to 
11-0-0 at home and did so without Aleksander Barkov (knee). 

• Martin Jones, coming off a pair of losses after his 3-0-0 start, was 
stellar. 

For the first time this season, Florida was held to without a goal through 
the first two periods in a game at home. 

The Flyers are starting to rely a lot on their netminders. Jones had to 
make 43 saves on 45 shots. One of them was a highlight-reel stop on 
Sam Reinhart during the second period. 

With his team playing the second game of a back-to-back road set, 
Jones was critical in the first period as the Flyers took time to find their 
legs. The Panthers ambushed them but couldn't push one across. 

Instead, Farabee scored the game-opening goal in the first frame to calm 
the waters. 

Aside from the overtime winner, the only other goal Jones allowed was a 
third-period power play marker. 

Florida netminder Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 32 shots from his former 
club. 

• The Flyers departed Florida still stuck in a concerning offensive 
drought. 

Since Oct. 30, they've scored 1.58 goals per game, the fewest in the NHL 
over that span. They've gone 4-5-3 during that stretch. 

Tough to win games by putting that much pressure on your goaltenders. 

• In the Flyers' 18th game of the season, Frost saw his first shot with the 
big club. 

The Flyers are ravaged by injuries down the middle of the ice and are 
clearly desperate for offense. 

Enter Frost, who was called up under emergency conditions earlier in the 
day. 

Considering the circumstances, the 22-year-old playmaking center did 
some good things in 13:44 minutes. He had a strong shift in the third 
period as the Flyers were aiming for the go-ahead goal. Frost finished 
scoreless and won five of his eight faceoffs.  

The severity of Brassard's injury is to be determined and so is the length 
of Frost's stay. In a perfect world, the Flyers would like Frost to stay in 
one place for an extended period of time. It's an important season for his 
development following two atypical years. 

In 2019-20, Frost's rookie year at the pro level was cut short because of 
COVID-19. After the lengthy pause, he was on the Flyers' 31-man roster 
for the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs but did not appear in a game. In 2020-
21, he suffered a season-ending shoulder injury in his second game. 

The Flyers want Frost in consistent environment, but he will surely force 
the front office's hand if he can produce offense during his call-up. At this 
point, any offense will keep a player in the Flyers' lineup. 

• In Ryan Ellis' stead, Rasmus Ristolainen moved up to Flyers' top 
defensive pair alongside Ivan Provorov. 

They were OK together against a high-powered team. But the Flyers 
dearly miss Ellis, who is out for at least a month because of a nagging 
lower-body injury. There's a reason why Ellis was general manager 
Chuck Fletcher's first move of an aggressive offseason. Without Ellis, the 
Flyers are not the team they envisioned having in hopes of rebounding 
from last year's disaster. 

• The Flyers' power play, which entered 26th in the league at 15.1 
percent, went 0 for 2. 

The man advantage is 5 for its last 48. 

The Flyers' penalty kill went 1 for 2. 

• Former Flyer Radko Gudas, always a burly and bruising defenseman, 
delivered a heavy hit on his old teammate Travis Konecny in the third 
period. After the whistle, Gudas and the Flyers exchanged some words. 

A little over a minute later, Zack MacEwen retaliated with a big shot on 
Gudas. 

The game turned up a notch in the final stanza as Florida made its push. 

• Black Friday hockey is back at the Wells Fargo Center as the Flyers 
host the Hurricanes (3:30 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Carolina entered its game Wednesday night against the Kraken at 14-2-
1. 
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With injuries and desperate need for offense, Flyers summon top 
prospect 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 
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As the Flyers try to halt a three-game skid, Morgan Frost will see his first 
chance to revive the team's sluggish offense. 

The 22-year-old center is expected to make his season debut 
Wednesday night when the Flyers (8-6-3) play the Panthers (13-2-3) in 
Sunrise, Florida. 

• The Flyers' growing concerns offensively coupled with the reinjury to 
Kevin Hayes made Frost's call-up simply a matter of time. With Derick 
Brassard exiting Tuesday night's game with a lower-body injury, the time 
became now for Frost. 

The Flyers have summoned Frost to Florida under emergency 
conditions. The playmaking prospect had started to hum at AHL affiliate 
Lehigh Valley, putting up three goals and 10 assists over his last 10 
games. 

Brassard left the Flyers' 4-0 loss Tuesday night to the Lightning in the 
first period. The 34-year-old center was listed as questionable to return 
but never did. The fact that Brassard had a chance to come back into the 
game has to bode well for the severity of the injury and his status moving 
forward. In the grand scheme, that's good news for the Flyers. 

But the Flyers are playing the second game of a back-to-back road set, 
so they are in a time crunch and likely don't want to risk Brassard trying 
to play but not feeling right, putting them at 11 forwards. They already 
had to play the majority of Tuesday night's game short one forward. 

The Flyers are desperate for a jolt from Frost. Since Oct. 30, they've 
scored 1.64 goals per game, the fewest in the NHL over that span. 
They've gone 4-5-2 during that stretch. 

Interestingly, on Nov. 19, 2019, Frost made his NHL debut in Florida 
against the Panthers and scored a goal. 

"We like the overall package, we like the potential, we love the skill level," 
Flyers head coach Alain Vigneault said last month when Frost didn't 
make the big club's season-opening roster. "He's going to get a chance 
to play and at some point I'm sure he's going to be helping us win some 
games here in Philly." 

• The Panthers haven't played since last Saturday and are a dominant 
team at home. 

They've gone 10-0-0 at FLA Live Arena, where they've scored 4.80 goals 
per game and have allowed only 2.20. 
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Back on home ice, Capitals leave no doubt in a rout of the Canadiens 

What to know from Washington’s 6-3 victory over Montreal 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson raced down the ice on a two-on-one, and 
Montreal Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen kept his eyes glued on the 
player with 745 career goals. With the roar of the Capital One Arena 
crowd echoing around him, the Washington Capitals’ captain made it 
appear he was shooting the entire way — before dishing a pinpoint pass 
to Wilson, who buried the puck into the wide-open net for Ovechkin’s 
third assist of the night. 

That was the Capitals’ fifth goal of an impressive 6-3 win Wednesday, 
and it encapsulated Washington’s night as it returned home following a 
difficult but successful four-game road trip. 

“Really good play by him,” Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said of the 
pass by Ovechkin early in the third period. “An unselfish play. The right 

play. . . . It’s not like he couldn’t have scored tonight. . . . But I always 
think there’s that area where you’ve got to make the right decision. It 
can’t just be about one thing or the other thing.” 

The Capitals (12-3-5) dominated the sputtering Canadiens (5-14-2), and 
their veterans continued to turn in stellar individual efforts. But 
Washington lost another important player in the process. 

After taking a hard hit, defenseman Justin Schultz left the game with an 
upper-body injury late in the first period and did not return. Laviolette did 
not have an update on Schultz after the game, other than noting he is 
day-to-day. He will be evaluated Thursday. Until he went down, 
Washington’s blue line had avoided significant injury all season. 

The Capitals already are without five forwards: T.J. Oshie, Conor Sheary, 
Lars Eller, Anthony Mantha and Nicklas Backstrom. Oshie was placed on 
injured reserve Wednesday for the second time this season. Sheary is 
day-to-day with an upper-body injury, and Eller remains in the NHL’s 
coronavirus protocols. 

Capitals’ T.J. Oshie returns to injured reserve; Nicklas Backstrom moves 
a small step closer 

Despite the injuries, the depleted Capitals poured it on against Montreal. 

“Obviously the situation, we don’t have any choices,” Ovechkin said. “It’s 
a good thing for future — if something happens, we can bring extra guy 
and he going to be fine and our lineup is going to play well.” 

Nic Dowd scored the opening goal at 3:34 of the first period with a stellar 
individual effort. He went wide around Canadiens defenseman Jeff Petry 
before he fanned on the shot, then circled behind the net and went to the 
backhand to beat Allen. Defenseman John Carlson gave the Capitals a 
2-0 lead with his blast on the power play with 10:17 left in the first. 

Michael Sgarbossa, called up from Washington’s American Hockey 
League affiliate Wednesday, got credit for the third goal after a Montreal 
clearing attempt hit him, deflected off a Canadiens player and sneaked 
by Allen at 14:31. Montreal got one back at 18:46 on Jake Evans’s tally 
past Ilya Samsonov but was badly outplayed in the first 20 minutes, 
getting outshot 16-5. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov made it 4-1 at 9:05 of the second, finishing Carlson’s 
slap pass at the back door. Cole Caufield found the net for Montreal with 
1:06 left. In the third, Ovechkin fed Wilson at 1:49, then defenseman 
Dmitry Orlov made it 6-2 at 5:57 before Artturi Lehkonen added another 
for Montreal on a breakaway at 17:34. 

Samsonov finished with 25 saves for the Capitals. Allen had 28 stops for 
Montreal. 

Here is what to know from Wednesday’s win: 

Last time out: Capitals run out of steam in Seattle, fall to the Kraken to 
close a challenging road trip 

Ovechkin still thriving 

Ovechkin’s 33 points are the most in Capitals history through the first 20 
games of a season. His three assists Wednesday gave him 18, and his 
rate of 0.90 assists per game is the highest of his career. He finished with 
18 assists in 45 games last season.  

“I guess you just grow to expect it a little bit,” Laviolette said of 
Ovechkin’s contributions. “He’s been our top player since training camp. 
He’s come in in great shape. He’s tried to make an impact in every 
game.” 

Kuznetsov has 24 points (seven goals, 17 assists) after his two-point 
night. He had 29 points in 41 games last season, including nine goals. 

Protas joins top line 

Aliaksei Protas skated at right wing on the top line with Ovechkin and 
Kuznetsov. Protas said Wednesday morning that he grew up watching 
both players and “couldn’t wait” to play alongside them. The 20-year-old 
from Belarus said he speaks Russian with both of them. 

“He’s been noticeable in the games with his work ethic and his speed 
and his size and his heaviness on his stick in the battles,” Laviolette said. 
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“So it is a good opportunity for him to step up and show what he can do 
in that role.” 

Protas skated 17:52, including more than a minute of power-play time. 

Shutout streak ends 

Samsonov’s shutout streak ended at 170:13 on Evans’s goal. 

The Russian goaltender’s previous two games were shutouts during 
Washington’s West Coast road trip. He had a 34-save blanking of Los 
Angeles and then followed it with a 22-save shutout at San Jose. 

Samsonov said his mental focus has been better since early in the 
season, when he struggled with consistency. Still, he improved to 7-0-1 
with Wednesday’s win. He is the first goaltender in franchise history to 
avoid a regulation loss in his first eight decisions of a season, per the 
NHL. 

Another efficient start 

Washington has had highly efficient starts of late, scoring the first goal on 
its first shot on goal in its past three outings. 

“There was a series of games where we were having some trouble 
coming out and being ready for games,” defenseman Nick Jensen said. “I 
think teams were coming out more ready for games than we were, but 
we were responding well. But when we are able to come out in the first 
period and surprise teams with our intensity and our speed, I think that is 
important, and it sets the tone of the game for us.” 
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Capitals’ T.J. Oshie returns to injured reserve; Nicklas Backstrom moves 
a small step closer 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Washington Capitals winger T.J. Oshie was placed on injured reserve 
Wednesday for the second time this season. 

Oshie’s latest ailment is a lower-body injury suffered late in Saturday’s 4-
0 win at San Jose. The 34-year-old sat out Sunday’s 5-2 loss at Seattle 
and also must miss games Wednesday and Friday but is eligible to come 
off IR in time for Sunday’s game at Carolina. 

Oshie has played only eight games this season and has four goals and 
three assists. Before his appearance Saturday, he missed 10 games with 
a different lower-body injury suffered when he blocked a shot with his 
right foot Oct. 27 against Detroit. Coach Peter Laviolette did not have a 
timetable for Oshie’s return. 

Archives: From mites to peewees, T.J. Oshie left a mark on Seattle 
hockey. Seattle hasn’t forgotten. 

Oshie isn’t Washington’s only absence for Wednesday’s game against 
visiting Montreal. 

Forward Conor Sheary is still day-to-day with an upper-body injury. He 
was on the ice with the team Wednesday but left before the morning 
skate began. He was ruled out of Sunday’s loss after taking part in 
warmups. His absence forced Washington to play with 11 forwards and 
seven defensemen instead of the typical 12 and six. 

Center Lars Eller is still in the NHL’s coronavirus protocols. He entered 
them Nov. 16 when the Capitals were in Anaheim, Calif. The team 
expects Eller to return to Washington in the next few days. To exit the 
protocols, he needs to be on the list for 10 days and produce two 
consecutive negative tests. 

Center Nicklas Backstrom is taking small steps back from his hip injury. 
He remains on long-term injured reserve but skated with the team for the 
first time Wednesday morning, wearing a noncontact jersey. Laviolette 
said there is no timetable for his return. 

“This is another step,” the coach added. “It’s really good to have him out 
there, just to see him on the ice. It’s a little bit different when somebody’s 
out for a week and they come back in a blue jersey and they’re working 
their way back in. So he’s still got work to do. We’re still going to work in 
the best interest of Nick, but certainly the fact that he joined us in a skate 
is a real positive for everybody. Really good.” 

The Capitals’ many absences caused the team to make several roster 
moves. Washington sent Axel Jonsson-Fjallby to the Hershey Bears, its 
American Hockey League affiliate, on Tuesday. He had played in eight 
NHL games, recording one assist. If he had played in 10, the rookie 
winger would have needed to clear waivers again. 

On Wednesday, the Capitals recalled forwards Beck Malenstyn and 
Michael Sgarbossa from Hershey. Both were slated to be in 
Wednesday’s lineup because Washington does not have any other 
healthy forwards. 
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Six players score in Capitals’ win over Montreal 

 

By Jacob Calvin Meyer - The Washington Times - Wednesday, 
November 24, 2021 

 

On Thanksgiving Eve, the Washington Capitals gobbled up some goals 
in a 6-3 win over Montreal.  

Six different Washington players scored, while seven Capitals also 
recorded an assist in the home victory Wednesday. Nic Dowd, John 
Carlson, Michael Sgarbossa, Evgeny Kuznetsov, Tom Wilson and Dmitry 
Orlov each scored one goal to improve the Capitals‘ record to 12-3-5. 

Alex Ovechkin, Connor McMichael, Nick Jensen, Dowd, Kuznetsov, 
Carlson and Orlov all tallied assists in the blowout win. Ovechkin led the 
team with three helpers, the 36-year-old’s first three-assist game since 
Feb. 15, 2018, and the 16th such performance of his career.  

“I think he always gets a lot of attention when he has the puck,” said 
Orlov about Ovechkin’s passing. “And people think he’s going to take a 
shot…but the other guy is open and he makes a nice pass.” 

Dowd, Carlson and Sgarbossa each scored in the first quarter to give 
Washington an early 3-0 lead. 

Dowd’s goal came immediately after the Capitals killed a Montreal power 
play. Dowd evaded a Habs defender, went behind the cage and 
squeezed a backhand between goalie Jake Allen and the post for his 
second score of the season.  

Carlson’s score was on Washington’s first power play of the game. His 
one-timer off a Kuznetsov pass deflected off a Montreal defender and 
into the top-left corner of the cage. Sgarbossa, meanwhile, was then 
credited with a goal — the first of his brief Washington career — after a 
failed Habs attempt to clear the puck went off the fourth-line center and 
into the net. Sgarbossa, playing in his first game this season, was 
recalled from Hershey on Wednesday.  

“They were really good,” said Washington coach Peter Laviolette about 
his fourth line, all three of whom spent time in Hershey earlier this 
season. “They were smart, they worked really hard. I think they 
complemented each other really well. They had played with each other 
down in Hershey. Beck [Malenstyn] provided some physicality, 
[Sgarbossa] did a really good job in the middle of the ice and [Brett] 
Leason has been solid for us.” 

If Dowd’s first-quarter score was the best goal of the game, Carlson’s 
second-quarter assist was the best pass of the night. Carlson went back 
for a one-timer off an Ovechkin pass, but instead of firing the slapshot, he 
sent a lukewarm pass to a wide-open Kuznetsov on the far post for an 
easy goal. 
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Wilson then scored Washington’s fifth goal early in the third period, firing 
a shot off a no-look pass from Ovechkin for his seventh score of the 
season.  

“It was a really nice goal,” Laviolette said. “When you’re sitting at that 
score [4-2] you know that next goal is a big goal. It’s either going to make 
it exciting, or it’s going to push it out of reach.” 

Ovechkin also racked up secondary assists on both Carlson’s and 
Kuznetsov’s goals. He now has 18 assists on the season — by far the 
most in his career through 20 games — and is the same total he had in 
45 games last season.  

“I think just based on the fact that the puck is on his stick you have to 
assume he’s shooting the puck,” Laviolette said. “That was a really good 
play by him, unselfish play, the right play.” 

The 17-year veteran was second in the NHL in points with 33 as of the 
conclusion of Washington’s game. (Edmonton’s Connor McDavid had 32 
points before the Oilers’ game at 10 p.m. Wednesday.) The point total is 
also the most in Capitals history through the team’s first 20 games.  

Orlov then capped off Washington’s scoring with his third goal of the 
season.  

All three of Montreal’s goals came at the end of each period — Jake 
Evans late in the first period, Cole Caufield at the end of the second and 
Artturi Lehkonen with about a minute remaining in the game. 

Ilya Samsonov earned the win in the crease to improve his record to 7-0-
1. Samsonov entered the game on a two-game shutout streak. Evans’ 
goal was the first the third-year goalie had allowed in over 170 minutes.  

Washington is back at Capital One Arena Friday against the Florida 
Panthers, the overall league leader in the standings, with 31 points. 
Wednesday’s victory gave the Capitals 29 points, tied for first in the 
Metropolitan Division with Carolina, though the Hurricanes had three 
games in hand as they dropped the puck late Wednesday night for a 
west-coast game against the Seattle Kraken. 

NOTES: Montreal fell to 5-14-2 with the loss. … T.J. Oshie, who spent 
three weeks on IR earlier this season, is eligible to return Sunday against 
Carolina. … Defenseman Justin Schultz was injured in the first period 
Wednesday and did not return. Laviolette didn’t have an update on his 
status after the game. … Left wing Conor Sheary (upper body) missed 
his second straight game. 
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Capitals crush Canadiens in one-sided affair 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

The Capitals took a commanding 3-0 lead in the first period and never 
looked back in a 6-3 win over the Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday. 

Here are some observations from the win. 

A fast start 

Nic Dowd scored 3:34 into the game on Washington's first shot on goal. 
This marks the third straight game in which the Caps have scored on 
their first shot. Tom Wilson scored against the Seattle Kraken on Sunday 
and Conor Sheary opened the scoring in San Jose on Saturday. 

A one-sided night 

The 6-3 final score is fairly decisive, but still does not accurately display 
how incredibly one-sided this game was. The Caps outshot Montreal 16-
5 in the first period. The shot attempts were 30-6 at 5-on-5. These are 
two teams headed in opposite directions and when that happens, the 
bounces just seem to favor one team over the other. 

Dowd made a great play to deke Jeff Petry to the outside, then turned the 
corner behind him to head in on the net. He then whiffed on his shot, but 
the puck stayed right with him, allowing Dowd to regain possession and 
score on a quick wraparound. A point shot from John Carlson hit off the 
wrist of Cedric Paquette right over the shoulder of goalie Jake Allen to 
make it 2-0. 

When was it really clear that this was not going to be Montreal's night? 
When Paquette tried to clear a puck away from the front of the net, but hit 
it off of Mike Sgarbossa. The puck deflected off Michael Sgarbossa, then 
Alexander Romanov appeared to try to kick it out of the air, but it 
deflected off him and into the net. That made it 3-0 in just the first period. 

The streak is over 

Ilya Samsonov entered this game with consecutive shutouts, but his 
shutout streak finally came to an end in the first period. Carlson picked 
up a loose puck in the corner, but his backhand pass up the zone hit off 
of Artturi Lehkonen right to Jake Evans in front. He would score to end 
Samsonov's shutout streak at 170:13. Samsonov made 75 straight saves 
before Evans finally scored. 

Samsonov finished the game with 25 saves on 28 shots. He still has yet 
to lose in regulation this season with a 7-0-1 record. 

Ovechkin is still hitting franchise numbers 

Alex Ovechkin did not score in this one, but he did record three assists. 
That gives him 33 points on the season, the most in franchise history 
through the first 20 games, according to Sportsnet. It also puts him one 
point ahead of Connor McDavid for second in the NHL. You know 
McDavid, right? The best player in the league who put together a 17-
game point streak to start the season that only ended on Tuesday? He's 
also just 24 years old. Ovechkin is 36 and has more points. 

Ovechkin now has 18 assists this season, matching his season total from 
2021. It is also just one shy of his 19 assists in 2019-20. 

Now about a quarter into the season, this is shaping up to be a special 
year for the Great 8. 

Schultz leaves with injury 

If you're someone who worries when things are going "too well" -- which 
describes pretty much all Washington sports fans -- then the other shoe 
dropped in the second period when it was announced Justin Schultz 
would not be returning. Schultz suffered an upper-body injury and did not 
play in the second period. He took a big hit from Petry late in the first. He 
would finish the shift, but did not play again afterward. 

The Caps have obviously dealt with a number of injuries this season, but 
the blue line has remained healthy throughout. If Schultz's status is in 
doubt, that will present a new challenge for head coach Peter Laviolette. 
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It's not just goals, Alex Ovechkin is racking up assists too 

 

BY J.J. REGAN 

 

As Alex Ovechkin keeps racking up goals, a lot of focus around him has 
been on his climb up the all-time goals list. As he chases Wayne 
Gretzky's goal record, a record that has long been considered 
impossible, you could excuse Ovechkin for shooting at every conceivable 
opportunity. Yet, through 20 games, Ovechkin has been racking up even 
more assists than goals. Wednesday's 6-3 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens is a good example. Ovechkin recorded three points in the 
game, all assists. 

"I give puck to [Evgeny Kuznetsov], [John Carlson] score and I pass it to 
Carly, Kuzy score so secondary assists," Ovechkin said. "I’ll take it.” 
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Ovechkin now has 18 assists for the season, tied for second in the 
league. He also now sits second in the NHL in points with 33 points. 

Thirty-three points at the age of 36, 18 of them assists. Who would have 
thought that? 

"He's rolling," head coach Peter Laviolette said. "He's still shooting too, 
it's not like he couldn't have scored tonight. He's still unleashing." 

Ovechkin has been a very good set-up player throughout his career, 
more so than he is given credit for. He surpassed 50 assists three 
different seasons over his career and now has 608 total. 

"He’s been great all of his career," Dmitry Orlov said. "He’s got a lot of 
points, goals and assists, and he’s a superstar, so what can you say, you 
know?” 

But Ovechkin managed only 18 assists in 45 games in 2021 and 19 
assists in 68 games in the 2020-21 season. Just 20 games into the 2021-
22 season, he already has 18. So what's changed? 

Ovechkin was unsure of how to answer when asked how he managed to 
keep up with points and the speed of the game at 36. 

"I try to do my job and I think our line play well and if we play like that 
everybody going to get points," he said. 

Clearly, Ovechkin has benefitted from the more normal schedule and 
from a set start date to the season. That has improved his game overall. 
When it comes to assists specifically, however, Ovechkin seems to be 
taking advantage of the extra attention his chase of Gretzky has gained 
of late. 

"I think that just based on the fact that the puck's on his stick, you have to 
assume that he's shooting the puck," Laviolette said. 

“I think he gets always a lot of attention when he has the puck," Orlov 
said, "And people think he’s going to take a shot and all D-men who play 
against him try to block it and put a stick on stick and it might go on top of 
the net, but the other guy is open and he makes a nice pass." 

When the puck is on Ovechkin's stick, everyone expects him to shoot. He 
loves to shoot, he loves to score, and with Gretzky's record getting closer 
and closer, it would make sense that he would take every opportunity he 
could to put the puck on net. 

But in each game, winning remains the main goal for Ovechkin so when 
he sees an opportunity to set up a teammate for a better opportunity, he 
takes it. 

On Wednesday, Cole Caufield scored late in the second period to cut the 
Capitals' lead down to 4-2. At that point, the next goal became critical. 

"When you're sitting at that score, you know that next goal's a big goal," 
Laviolette said. "It's either going to make it exciting or it's going to push it 
out of reach." 

Early in the third period, Ovechkin and Tom Wilson broke out of the 
defensive zone to launch a 2-on-1 break. With the puck on his stick, 
goalie Jake Allen squared up for the shot and defenseman Chris 
Wideman gave up the passing lane to cheat closer to Ovechkin.  
Ovechkin took advantage and fed Wilson for the wide-open goal. 

"Alexa, show me the perfect 2-on-1." 

Ovi and Willy combine to put the Caps up 5-2 in the third! 

BTW, Ovi's got three assists tonight   pic.twitter.com/JQDFbE07nR— 
NBC Sports Washington (@NBCSWashington) November 25, 2021 

"Really good play by [Ovechkin], unselfish play," Laviolette said. "The 
right play and Tom was wide open for it, backdoor pass." 

He added, "I always think there's that area where you've got to make the 
right decision. It can't just be about one thing or the other thing so he's 
done a really good job of that. He's made the right calls and the right 
plays and that was a perfect example." 
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Caps racking up points, despite injuries, at quarter-mark of season 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

Coach Peter Laviolette smiled and joked when asked about the team’s 
playoff outlook as of Thanksgiving after Wednesday's win and just 20 
games into the season. 

“Are we in?” Laviolette cracked.  

But as ridiculous as it may seem to begin pondering in late November 
about a team’s playoff chances in May, there’s fairly strong statistical 
evidence that correlates to a team’s postseason opportunity come 
Thanksgiving. 

With a 6-3 win over the Canadiens, the Capitals are in second place in 
the Metropolitan Division and firmly entrenched in a playoff spot at the 
quarter-mark of their season. And that’s without some of their top players 
ever gracing the lineup. 

“These guys getting called up here, we're not hiding them,” Laviolette 
said. “They're playing minutes and they're playing important minutes and 
they're doing a really good job for us. it's a substantial number of 
forwards that are out of the lineup and we've got to keep moving forward. 
We've got to keep the train moving down the track and these guys have 
come up and done an excellent job, there's no doubt about it.” 

According to the Elias Sports Bureau, as of the the last full 82-game 
regular season in 2018-19, 76 percent of teams in a playoff spot at 
(American) Thanksgiving have ended up clinching a playoff berth since 
the introduction to the league’s salary cap in 2005.  

That the Capitals have a 12-3-5 record through 20 games, with points in 
17 of those matchups, is impressive on its own. But throw in that Nicklas 
Backstrom (hip) has not yet played a game, T.J. Oshie (lower-body) has 
played in just eight and Anthony Mantha (shoulder) has played in just 10, 
the Capitals are making a case as one of the league’s best teams without 
some of their best players. 

“Well I think the different guys stepping up, playing hard and obviously 
the situation, we don’t have any choices,” Alex Ovechkin said. “It’s a 
good thing for future, if something happens we can bring extra guy and 
he going to be fine and our lineup is going to play well.” 

Ovechkin and the top line has carried the team so far this season, as 
he’s got 33 points (and 15 goals) in the team’s first 20 games. Evgeny 
Kuznetsov and Tom Wilson have each added seven goals, as the top 
line has helped make up for the Capitals being down an entire top six 
unit.  

The team’s defense, which has remained intact for the entirety of the 
season thus far, will face a test if Justin Schultz, who left Wednesday’s 
game with an upper-body injury, cannot return to the lineup in short time.  

Still, that defensive group has helped carry the Capitals to where they are 
now. 

“I just think taking care of the puck, I think we’ve been good about our 
system and the details within it. I think everybody is kind of executing 
them real well and I think the coaches bring it in a great way to us and 
show us what happens when we do take care of it and when we don’t. As 
players, you obviously feel it." 

But despite the good feelings, the “Thanksgiving Test” isn’t full-proof by 
any means, though.  

The Penguins have battled injuries all year and still haven’t had Evgeni 
Malkin enter the lineup. The New York Islanders have been hit hard by 
COVID-19 early in the season and haven’t been able to put a full team on 
the ice of late. Those teams figure to improve as the season moves 
along. 

And of course, there are famous examples of turnarounds — like Bruce 
Boudreau taking over a 6-14-1 Capitals team on Thanksgiving Day in 
2007 and leading them to the playoffs, or the St. Louis Blues going from 
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last place in the NHL on Jan. 2, 2019, to hoisting the Stanley Cup a few 
months later.  

But that the Capitals have stacked up the points so early in the season, 
despite the injuries they’ve suffered, is certainly something to take note of 
as the holiday season commences. 
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Caps place Oshie on IR as Backstrom dons non-contact jersey 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

The Capitals received both good and bad news concerning their top six 
Wednesday. 

Right winger T.J. Oshie landed on Injured Reserve, four days after 
blocking a puck off his right foot against the San Jose Sharks. Having 
already missed three weeks this season with a foot injury, Oshie is at 
least eligible to return in time for Sunday’s clash with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Yet while Oshie takes the week to heal, Washington did see center 
Nicklas Backstrom participate in morning skate Wednesday in a non-
contact jersey. Backstrom has yet to appear in a game this season as a 
result of offseason hip surgery. 

Good news from the morning skate: Nick Backstrom is skating with his 
teammates today. Non-contact jersey. pic.twitter.com/BpV8JrxSSw— 
John Walton (@JohnWaltonPxP) November 24, 2021 

Though there’s no established timetable for Backstrom’s return, the 
Capitals have seen Evgeny Kuznetsov and rookie Connor McMichael 
step up in his absence. Washington enters Wednesday’s contest with the 
Montreal Canadiens just one point behind Carolina in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Forwards Michael Sgarbossa and Beck Malenstyn were recalled from 
Hershey as well and are expected to play on the fourth line. Aliaksei 
Protas is expected to start on the top line at right wing, according to The 
Washington Post's Sam Pell. 

Protas was Washington's third-round pick in 2019 and will skate with Alex 
Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov for the first time as Tom Wilson 
handles second-line duties with Daniel Sprong and Connor McMichael. 
Caps center Lars Eller remains out and in COVID-19 protocols.   
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Observations: Another bad showing by a goalie derails Sabres' progress 

 

Lance Lysowski  

Nov 24, 2021 Updated 5 hrs ago  

 

Dustin Tokarski was supposed to sit on a stool at the end of the Buffalo 
Sabres’ bench for the duration of the game Wednesday night. 

Tokarski was an early-season success story for the Sabres, keeping a 
young team afloat after an injury to starting goalie Craig Anderson. Only 
eight days prior to this meeting with the Boston Bruins on Thanksgiving 
Eve, Tokarski fended off Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh Penguins with 
a career-high 45 saves. 

Tokarski was pulled early in each of his next two starts, allowing nine 
goals on 35 shots. Coach Don Granato thought a night off would be good 
for Tokarski, providing the 32-year-old with more time to solve what’s 
gone wrong. 

Aaron Dell forced Granato and the Sabres to pivot. Dell lasted only 20 
minutes before he was pulled from the game during the first intermission. 
His four goals against on 22 shots forced his teammates to chase the 
game and led to a 5-1 loss to the Bruins in KeyBank Center. 

“We needed a change,” Granato said of the decision. “It just needed to 
happen. Dustin came in and was good. He looked real good. He looked 
comfortable. It took him a couple minutes. Obviously, it’s tough to jump 
in, but he looked like himself in there, which was great after not looking 
so much like himself last game. That was definitely a positive.” 

Mike Harrington: As his return to Sabres nears, Casey Mittelstadt gives 
lots of thanks 

Out since midway through the Oct. 14 season opener, Mittelstadt might 
only be a few days away from returning. 

The Sabres (7-10-2) are winless in eight of 11 games since Anderson 
suffered an upper-body injury on Nov. 2, dropping them to sixth in the 
Atlantic Division. They’re also winless in 14 of their last 15 against 
Boston (10-6), which received 24 saves from goalie Jeremy Swayman, 
who got the start after Linus Ullmark suffered an injury during the 
morning skate. 

Tokarski played well when he was called on in relief, stopping 24 of 25 
shots to improve his save percentage to .904. It was too late, though. 
The Sabres were trailing by three goals after 20 minutes, despite limiting 
Boston to only one high danger scoring chance in the first period, 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Dell played well during the first 10 minutes of the game, delivering a save 
on David Pastrnak during a 2-on-1. Moments later, Kyle Okposo gave the 
Sabres a 1-0 lead when he bolted down the left wing and scored with a 
shot below Swayman’s blocker at 10:56. 

The Sabres were outshot 13-0 the rest of the period, but Boston wasn’t 
generating quality chances, as illustrated by its 1.14 expected goals. 

Trouble began when Dell failed to freeze the puck with his glove and, 
amid the chaos, it got poked away from the goal mouth and toward a 
wide-open Patrice Bergeron, who tied the score from the left circle. 
Following a weak forecheck by the Sabres, Charlie Coyle gained 
possession and went bar down on a quick short side shot from the right 
circle to make it 2-1. 

Quinn's 18 points through 14 games were third in the AHL entering 
Tuesday, and he has nine goals after totaling only two in 15 games last 
season. 

Pastrnak then scored on the power play with a one-timer from behind the 
left faceoff dot for a 3-1 Boston lead. The Bruins scored the three goals in 
only 3:30, and the Sabres’ deficit became three when Dell allowed 
another rebound that turned into a Mike Reilly goal with one minute 
remaining in the first period. 

“Tonight was a product of them just shooting everything,” Okposo said. 
“They made it a point, especially in the first and third, to just throw 
everything at the net and crash. We just didn’t do a good enough job 
clearing the second opportunities, and they were able to cash in on that. 
The best way to eliminate that is spending more time in the o-zone.” 

Dell remained in the game until the intermission, when he took Tokarski’s 
spot on the bench. With the difficult first period, Dell has a 4.87 goals-
against average and .862 save percentage in five appearances this 
season. It was the third time in four games that Buffalo made a goalie 
change. 

Entering Wednesday, the Sabres ranked 26th in 5-on-5 save percentage 
and 26th in goals against, despite ranking 13th in shot quality against at 
5-on-5. Tokarski’s numbers are inflated because of the ugly 5-0 loss to 
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Calgary in which his teammates had unquestionably their worst game of 
the season, so his response against Boston is an encouraging 
development. 

The Sabres’ forwards and defensemen gave an uneven performance 
with Tokarski in net, though. They outshot Boston 14-7 in the second 
period before an ugly third in which Buffalo had only three shots on goal. 
The Bruins, meanwhile, had 18 shots in the third period and scored their 
fifth goal during a five-minute power play. 

Sabres Q&A: Kyle Okposo on leadership, off-ice culture, making Buffalo 
home 

Amid his sixth season in Buffalo, Okposo is among the longest-tenured 
Sabres and embodies many of the traits General Manager Kevyn Adams 
wants on and off the ice. 

“I think the difference was more about us,” Sabres winger John Hayden 
said. “Probably half of the game we played hard and we had a ton of 
chances. We made hard plays when we needed to and creative plays 
when the opportunity was there. When we got away from that is when 
they put us on our heels. I thought there was resilience in the game, that 
was pretty evident. But competitive team, a lot of competitive guys who 
are unhappy about the results the last few games. It’s going to come 
down to consistency.” 

The outlook isn't grim for the Sabres' offense, which will receive a boost 
with the return of Casey Mittelstadt, who skated with the team 
Wednesday morning for the first time since the season opener. Victor 
Olofsson and Henri Jokiharju rejoined the lineup this week. But Buffalo 
has allowed five or more goals in eight of its last 11 games. 

It’s time for general manager Kevyn Adams to find a solution to the 
goaltending problem, which doesn’t simply impact the standings. 
Development of young players becomes more difficult if goaltending is 
subpar because the Sabres can’t get to their 5-on-5 game as effectively if 
they’re chasing the game. It can lead to bad habits and delivers a blow to 
confidence. 

It’s easy to play Monday morning quarterback and criticize the Sabres' 
decision to not beat the four-year, $20 million contract Ullmark received 
from Boston in the offseason. However, Evolving-Hockey’s metric goals 
saved above expected, a stat that measures performance based on the 
quality of shots faced, had Ullmark ranked 67th of 77 goalies to appear in 
a game this season. He has a .908 save percentage on the best 
defensive team in the NHL.  

When Ullmark bolted, the Sabres chose to sign Dell and Anderson to 
one-year, $750,000 contracts in July. It was only a few years ago that 
Dell played well for San Jose, but he didn’t perform in camp with the 
Sabres and lost his roster spot to Tokarski. There was also an outside 
chance that top prospect Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen could earn the starting 
job. Luukkonen wasn’t ready. The 22-year-old played poorly in training 
camp and has lacked consistency with Rochester, although he made 27 
saves Wednesday in a win over previously undefeated Utica. Luukkonen 
has an .883 save percentage in 11 games this season. 

Cozens and Thompson scored to ignite a Sabres rally in the second 
period, but the comeback fell short in a 7-4 loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

Trading for a goalie isn’t easy in November, especially with injuries 
mounting across the league and teams wanting insurance in the event of 
a Covid-19 case. The waiver wire typically lacks upgrades. Even if 
Tokarski's game Monday against Columbus was an outlier, you need a 
tandem, given the compressed schedule that includes 14 more sets of 
back to backs. 

Anderson, 40, was listed as week to week on the Sabres' most recent 
injury report. If Anderson can’t return soon, Adams will have to act 
quickly.  

The development of the Sabres depends on it. 

“Never have I been comfortable as a coach trying to say it’s a 
goaltending thing,” Granato said. “Even if, at times, you thought maybe 
that could have been a save, you still look at the things that led to that 
and work to improve those. If that’s the case and it’s a goal we didn’t like, 
there are other things we can turn our attention to that are within our 
control to become better at. 

“This little stretch here is exposing us to things we need to target and 
become better at, and we will. We will become better going through this.” 

Here are other observations from the game Wednesday night: 

1. Falling apart 

The Sabres are allowing goals in bunches. They gave up three in 1:37 
against Calgary on Nov. 18, three in 5:26 Sunday at Madison Square 
Garden, three in 3:41 when Columbus was in town Monday and four in 
5:31 Wednesday night.  

2. Bad timing 

Zemgus Girgensons received a five-minute major for boarding and a 
game misconduct for a hit on Charlie McAvoy with 6:14 remaining in the 
third period. Girgensons was already going for the check on McAvoy 
when the Bruins defenseman turned and accidentally put himself in a 
vulnerable position along the boards. McAvoy was slow to get up and 
went down the tunnel to be evaluated. 

Former Sabres winger Taylor Hall scored during the power play for his 
fifth goal of the season. 

3. Lineup 

With Arttu Ruotsalainen drawing into the lineup, winger Drake Caggiula 
was scratched. Christian Wolanin and Will Butcher were also healthy 
scratches. The forward lines changed in Caggiula’s absence, as Dylan 
Cozens centered Rasmus Asplund and Okposo. Girgensons skated with 
Ruotsalainen and Hayden, who appeared in his 200th career NHL game. 

5. By the numbers 

The Sabres have allowed at least one power play goal in seven of their 
last eight games. … Announced attendance in KeyBank Center was a 
season-high 9,416. … Buffalo’s negative-56 shot differential in the third 
period is the worst mark in the NHL. … The Sabres allowed a season-
high 47 shots on goal, and the Bruins had 71 shot attempts. … 
Defenseman Mark Pysyk led the Sabres in ice time (23:29) and shots on 
goal (4). 

6. Next 

The Sabres host the Montreal Canadiens on Friday night and are back 
on the road Saturday in Detroit. 
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Mike Harrington: As his return to Sabres nears, Casey Mittelstadt gives 
lots of thanks 

 

Nov 24, 2021 Updated 5 hrs ago  

Mike Harrington 

Sports Columnist 

 

Casey Mittelstadt hasn't played a game in nearly six weeks and it might 
be a few more days before he returns to the Buffalo Sabres' lineup, but 
he had lots of Thanksgiving offerings to pass around on Turkey Day eve. 
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The club's No. 1 center felt blessed to finally be back on the ice with his 
teammates as he took the morning skate at KeyBank Center prior to 
Wednesday's game against the Boston Bruins in a non-contact role. Out 
since midway through the Oct. 14 season opener against Montreal with 
an undisclosed upper-body injury, he might only be a few days away 
from returning. 

Quinn's 18 points through 14 games were third in the AHL entering 
Tuesday, and he has nine goals after totaling only two in 15 games last 
season. 

"It's been long, but I haven't really had any setbacks," he said. "I think, 
more than anything, it's just kind of a tricky injury and just been slower 
than expected and something you can't really mess with too much." 

Mittelstadt has only played 9:07 this season in a year when he was 
written in ink through training camp as the club's top man in the middle 
with Jack Eichel out of the picture. Some bad luck indeed. But he's taken 
advantage of his time. He's watched a lot of hockey, both Sabres games 
and other NHL teams. He's been really happy to have time to log in and 
watch the USHL games of his brothers John (Green Bay) and Luke 
(Madison). 

And he's been thankful to get an early jump on the relationship with his 
new potential linemate, former Las Vegas Golden Knights winger Alex 
Tuch.  

"I got to skate with 'Tuchy' a few times, and I think my first little bit of 
contact was actually Tuchy," Mittelstadt said of the private sessions for 
the club's injured players. "Threw me right into the mix. For sure, he's a 
big boy and shoots the puck hard. He can absolutely fly, so we're 
definitely excited to have him be part of the group." 

Asked by The Buffalo News what his thoughts were on the Nov. 4 trade 
of Eichel to the Golden Knights, Mittelstadt gave it up to the former 
Buffalo captain. 

"I have a great relationship with Jack. He's been great to me," Mittelstadt 
said. "Especially ever since I got sent to 'Roch' (in 2019-20), he was 
always helping me so much with my game and certain situations, more 
than anything a lot of little plays that have made a big difference in my 
game. So, for me, it's hard to see Jack go. 

"I think he was one of the first guys to take me and 'Ras' (Rasmus 
Dahlin) under his wing a bit and he taught us a lot. But at the same time, 
I think it's for the best. He was obviously ready to move on and he ended 
up in a good spot and got to get his surgery. So I think we're all happy for 
him there." 

Inside the NHL: Don Granato reaches season's first crisis point. How will 
he react? 

The big picture is more than you could have reasonably expected at this 
stage, Mike Harrington says. 

Mittelstadt, who had 10 goals and 22 points in 41 games last season, 
said he felt primed after camp for a big breakout, and the injury quickly 
ended his momentum. 

"That's probably has been the hardest part for me, especially seeing the 
opportunity in front of me," he said. "It was hard, at first, watching the 
guys get off to such a good start (5-1-1). Not being part of it was really 
tough for me. And now, obviously, they've been struggling (2-8-1 entering 
Wednesday) and it's only gotten harder. I want to go out and help the 
team. So that part of it has been pretty tough." 

The recent collapse of the team's goaltending pins the injury to Craig 
Anderson as the Sabres' most critical one of the season. But that's a 
short-term view. With the prism of a long lens looking to next season and 
beyond, having Mittelstadt taken away from the top line and getting used 
to all those big matchups is a major downer. 

"Nine minutes of ice time this season and we lose him," Granato said. 
"The anticipation for him, I spoke a lot to you guys over the summer, how 
excited he was. He was one of those guys who didn't want to leave here 

at the end of last year and trained extremely hard. So we're very excited 
to have him back here. And I think everybody collectively in that locker 
room when I mentioned he was going to join us in practice, guys were 
energized. I know he is." 

Mittelstadt said there's no exact date for his return and Granato said this 
is a difficult week because the Sabres' six games in nine nights puts a 
huge limit on practice time. 

"We're going to continue to read it day by day to see how he feels," 
Granato said. "But he does need to go through at least a couple practices 
and I would say with some contact before we feel comfortable even 
assessing where he's at. But certainly a positive sign that he's on the ice 
with us." 

"I think it's more so going to be how I feel, especially when we get into 
the contact and things of that nature," Mittelstadt said. "But it's been 
getting a lot better. Especially the last week, I would say it's improved a 
lot. So obviously, the second I think I'm ready to play, I could be in there. 
I'm champing at the bit, so I wouldn't rule anything out." 

It's the first time in a while that Mittelstadt has felt like an NHL player. The 
Sabres need him. The club has developed some balance with its lines 
and the return of Victor Olofsson has been a boon to the offense. 
Mittelstadt's presence would add more potential scoring touch. 

"Today was a huge step in the right direction," he said. "Both physically 
and mentally, being out there with the guys and getting to laugh and have 
some fun and practice and not skating alone. Great day and a huge 
step." 
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Casey Mittelstadt returns to Sabres practice, still a few days from game 
action 

 

Mike Harrington  

Nov 24, 2021 Updated 12 hrs ago  

 

It's easy to forget Casey Mittelstadt spent much of the summer and 
almost all of training camp being projected as the Buffalo Sabres' No. 1 
center in the absence of Jack Eichel. But in the second period of the 
season opener Oct. 14 against Montreal, Mittelstadt suffered an upper-
body injury and he was not seen again until Wednesday. 

Mittelstadt took the ice in KeyBank Center in a noncontact yellow sweater 
during the Sabres' morning skate prior to the game against the Boston 
Bruins. There's no timetable on his return but he was nonetheless thrilled 
to have made enough progress to rejoin the group and not be limited to 
solo workouts. 

"Today was a huge step in the right direction, both physically and 
mentally being out there with the guys and getting to laugh and have 
some fun and practice and not skating alone," Mittelstadt said. "We 
haven't really put an exact date (on a return). I think it's more so gonna 
be how I feel, especially when we get into the contact and things of that 
nature. But it's been getting a lot better, especially the last week, I would 
say it's improved a lot. So obviously, the second I think I'm ready to play, 
I could be in there. I'm champing at the bit so I wouldn't rule anything 
out." 

"The biggest challenge is our limited practice time," said coach Don 
Granato. "We need to get him involved in contact. Obviously, we don't 
have a lot of practice days because we have game days here. I don't 
have an answer for you on that. We're gonna continue to read it day by 
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day to see how he feels. But he does need to go through at least a 
couple practices and I would say with some contact before we feel 
comfortable even assessing where he's at. But certainly a positive signs 
that he's on the ice with us." 

Mittelstadt participated in all drills and stayed on the ice working on his 
own for several minutes after the team portion of the skate ended. He 
was injured in the second period of a 5-1 win over Montreal after passing 
the puck to Vinnie Hinostroza for a second-period breakaway while being 
chased from behind by Montreal winger Brendan Gallagher. 

"It's been long but I haven't really had any setbacks," he said. "I think 
more than anything, it's just kind of a tricky injury and just been slower 
than expected and something you can't really mess with too much." 

Mittelstadt, who had 10 goals and 22 points in 41 games last season, 
said he felt primed after camp for a big breakout and the injury quickly 
ended his momentum. 

"That probably has been the hardest part for me, especially seeing the 
opportunity in front of me," he said. "It was hard at first watching the guys 
get off to such a good start (5-1-1). Not being part of it was really tough 
for me. And now obviously they've been struggling (2-8-1) and it's only 
gotten harder. I want to go out and help the team. So that part of it's been 
been pretty tough." 

"Eight minutes of ice time this season and we lose him," Granato said. "I 
spoke a lot to you guys over the summer, how excited he was. He was 
one of those guys who didn't want to leave here at the end of last year 
and trained extremely hard. Very excited to have him back here. And I 
think everybody collectively in that locker room when I mentioned he was 
going to join us in practice, guys were energized. And I know he is." 

In other items from the morning skate: 

• Aaron Dell (0-3, 3.72/.874) gets the start in goal after relieving Dustin 
Tokarski on Monday against Columbus and stopping 14 of 15 shots. 
Arttu Ruotsalainen, a healthy scratch the last two games, will return to 
the lineup at left wing but Granato declined to say who he will replace. 

Said Granato on the goalies: "(Tokarski's) confidence didn't look great. 
He didn't look like himself the other night, and we obviously want him to 
be himself. We want him to be fearless. Dell is in a bit of a groove. ... 
He's progressed and been better. He's the hotter guy right now. And we 
based the decision on that. And we hope that they would give 'Ticker' a 
chance to sit back and breathe and get back to form, which we know he 
will." 

• The Bruins were scheduled to start ex-Sabre Linus Ullmark in goal but 
coach Bruce Cassidy said the choice is a game-time decision because 
Ullmark suffered an undisclosed muscle tweak during the morning skate. 
Jeremy Swayman could fill in. 

• The Sabres have given up 17 goals in the last three games and four or 
more goals in eight of the last 10 games. Their goals against for the 
season has soared to 3.39 per game and that's 28th in the NHL, ahead 
of only Montreal, Arizona and Ottawa.  

"We gave up too many goals through hesitation, through just taking a 
step back instead of engaging quicker," Granato said. "So what we've 
tried to do is find just the subtleties that we can do better. It's probably 
being a little bit more physical in the corners and closing out defensively, 
the first initial contact being physical and quicker and more decisive." 
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On a mission in Rochester, Jack Quinn showing he could be close to 
helping Sabres 

 

Lance Lysowski  

Nov 24, 2021 Updated 5 hrs ago  

 

Jack Quinn wasn’t seething when he heard the news that he would not 
be on the ice with the Buffalo Sabres at the start of the season. 

Quinn listened to words of encouragement and motivation from General 
Manager Kevyn Adams and coach Don Granato, then told his bosses 
during the October meeting that he planned to use his time in Rochester 
to master the American Hockey League. 

“In the back of my mind, I still wanted to prove that I could put up big 
numbers in this league and be a dominant player,” recalled Quinn, a 20-
year-old winger drafted eighth overall in October 2020. 

Quinn’s response wasn’t lip service. His 18 points through 14 games 
were third in the AHL entering Tuesday, and he has nine goals after 
totaling only two in 15 games last season. Quinn was named the 
league’s rookie of the month for October and has recorded multiple 
points in five games. 

Adams and Granato are prioritizing patience with the talented prospects 
in Rochester, but Quinn is showing clear signs that he’ll be able to help 
the Sabres sooner rather than later. While Quinn is still fooling goalies 
with his right-handed shot and quick hands, he’s also refined his 
approach to prepare for the challenge of the NHL. 

Quinn is consistently crashing the net to create offense. He’s making 
plays in tight spaces that will translate to the next level and is improving 
in every area on the ice while skating in every situation for the Amerks. 

“I feel a lot more ready,” said Quinn. “I think learning how to play [in the 
AHL] allowed me to have the right mindset coming into the season and 
knowing what I have to do be successful. Getting to the inside, bearing 
down more in there. That’s how I’m going to score my goals. Last year, I 
didn’t know that coming in, so it was harder to react.” 

Quinn’s primary goal during the offseason was to prepare himself to 
make the Sabres’ roster out of training camp. When recovered from 
hernia surgery, Quinn worked with renowned Ottawa-area strength coach 
Tony Greco on developing a stronger base. Quinn thought he got pushed 
off the puck too easily as a first-year player in the AHL and knew those 
battles would only increase in difficulty in the NHL. 

There were several areas on the ice that Quinn needed to address but 
none more important than in the offensive zone. His shot helped him 
score 52 goals with the Ontario Hockey League’s Ottawa 67’s during his 
draft-eligible season in 2019-20, but he needed to quicken his release to 
more consistently beat professional goalies. 

There’s less time and space to make plays in the AHL, and Quinn 
showed hesitation at times while learning how to create offense. He 
averaged only 1.6 shots per game and recorded two or fewer shots in 
each of his first eight games last season. Quinn also had to start getting 
to the net more. Most goals in the NHL are scored around the crease, not 
from the perimeter. 

Exhaustive work in the summer didn’t translate to success during the first 
weeks of training camp this fall. Quinn had a slow start and admittedly 
didn’t play well enough in his first two preseason games. He wasn’t using 
his speed to earn opportunities with the puck and didn’t have enough 
shifts in which he was noticeable. With camp ending, Quinn had his best 
performance in his third exhibition game. 

“You don’t want to put pressure on yourself, but naturally, you’re going 
to,” said Quinn. “That’s something Donny (Granato) talked to me about 
before the camp. ‘Don’t put pressure on yourself. Just go out there and 
play.’ That’s tough to do. You want to make the team, you want to be 
there, so naturally, I did put pressure on myself. On the other end of it, 
it’s more about how you react when it’s over and the mindset that you 
have.” 
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Quinn has helped ignite the Amerks’ offense, recording at least one point 
in all but three games. He’s had five or more shots on goal on three 
occasions. Quinn, fellow top prospect JJ Peterka and West Seneca 
native Sean Malone skated together on what looked like Rochester’s 
best forward line since Victor Olofsson, Rasmus Asplund and Danny 
O’Regan in 2018-19. 

The combinations have since changed for Rochester (8-6) with the arrival 
of 2019 first-round draft choice Peyton Krebs from Vegas in the Jack 
Eichel trade. Krebs, 20, has centered Quinn and Peterka in recent 
games. 

“He’s really good in finding open space for himself to get open,” Peterka 
said of Quinn. “He has a pretty good shot, I would say, and a really good 
scoring ability, so it’s a lot of fun to feed him with passes.” 

The Sabres can be patient with Quinn and other prospects in Rochester. 
While Buffalo is 2-7-1 in its last 10 games, the offense totaled four goals 
in losses to the New York Rangers and Columbus Blue Jackets. Victor 
Olofsson is back from an eight-game absence and Casey Mittelstadt was 
listed as week to week on the most recent injury report. 

Granato has shown he and his coaching staff can develop young players 
in the NHL, but it's unlikely Quinn would receive as much ice time in 
Buffalo. The Sabres can keep Quinn in Rochester until it’s clear he has 
the confidence and strength to overcome the various challenges of 
competing in the best league in the world. Patience won’t be easy for 
Adams if this continues, though. 

“His ability to just create offense, his offensive instincts are impressive,” 
Malone said of Quinn. “For such a young kid to come in and do as well 
as he’s doing and take the big leap that he took from last year, I think, it’s 
really fun to be a part of. His ability to play-make, to score goals from 
anywhere, it’s been really fun to watch.” 

Off day 

The Sabres (7-9-2) were off Tuesday as Granato opted to have his 
players rest with the team having three games in four days, beginning 
Wednesday night against Boston (9-6) in KeyBank Center. 

The Amerks play in Utica on Wednesday night with puck drop at 7 p.m. 
Krebs has one goal and three points in seven games since the trade. 
Peterka has four goals and 15 points in 14 games. 

On the rise 

Sabres prospect Josh Bloom, a third-round draft choice in July, was 
named the Saginaw Spirit’s player of the week after he totaled five goals, 
two game-winners, and seven points in three games. Bloom’s 20 points 
in 15 games are good for 20th in the OHL. The 18-year-old didn’t play 
any games last season because the league was shut down in response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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The power of 11 Day Power Play: A world record, $2 million in donations 
and a ‘Buffalo community coming together’ 

 

By John Vogl  

Nov 24, 2021   

 

Sharon Jackson knew time was running short. Her fight against cancer 
was about to end. The family talked about bringing home her grandson, 
who was off chasing his hockey dreams at a summer tryout camp. 

“She told my mom and dad that she wants me to stay there and make 
the team,” Patrick Kaleta said. “She wanted me to continue to play 
hockey.” 

Kaleta made that team in 2001, then kept climbing to junior hockey, the 
minor leagues and the NHL. Along the way, he honored his late 
“Grandma J.” 

“Before every game I played for the Sabres, during the national anthem, 
I’d say a prayer to her and thank her,” Kaleta said. “I wrote her initials on 
every hockey stick.” 

The 35-year-old doesn’t play often anymore, retiring in 2016 and 
spending his days as president and coach of the Buffalo Junior Sabres. 
But Kaleta always makes an exception for the 11 Day Power Play, an 
annual cancer fundraiser in Buffalo. 

“I suit up just because of what it symbolizes,” Kaleta said. “Playing in this 
game symbolizes the appreciation I have for the people I’ve met with 
cancer.” 

Kaleta joined fellow retired Sabres Michael Peca, Martin Biron and 
Andrew Peters on the ice for Day 10 of the 11 Day Power Play, 
competing with and against the event’s top fundraising players Tuesday 
night. On the adjacent outdoor rink at Buffalo Riverworks, 40 men and 
women were skating toward a world record for the longest continuous 
hockey game at 252 hours. 

They all had a story about cancer and how it impacted their lives. 

“I’ve lost way too many people too soon: sister, grandfather-in-law, my 
dad, a co-worker,” said Mark Kuntz, who was honored by the Sabres as 
their “7th Man” in 2015-16. “I’m healthy enough to be out here playing a 
kids’ sport and raise money for the greater good. If the money raised can 
give somebody that extra minute, hour or even a phone call, we’ve done 
our job. 

“I’d love to just call my dad one more time.” 

The event, co-founded in 2016 by Mike Lesakowski and his cancer-
beating wife, Amy, reached new heights this year. They topped $2 million 
in donations, which will benefit Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, Oishei Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Program, Make-A-
Wish, Camp Good Days and other cancer charities. 

The milestone announcement echoed throughout the rinks. 

“When we hit $1 million, we were celebrating,” Kuntz said. “To hit $2 
million, especially with everything going on in the world, I still get chills 
thinking about it. It just shows the Buffalo community coming together.” 

Moments like that are what kept the players going during their 11-day 
game. While the physical toll was evident, the mental challenges were 
bigger. The 40 players took extended shifts, including an 11:20 p.m. to 
3:50 a.m. turn that Kuntz was awaiting. Spectators and celebrities such 
as the Bills’ Josh Allen and the Sabres’ Alex Tuch have swung by to lend 
their support during normal hours, but those long nights surrounded by 
no one but a new hockey family were tough. 

Emotions would explode out of nowhere. The rinks sit on the edge of the 
Buffalo River, which serves as a shipping canal for General Mills and 
other companies. While Kuntz was playing, a freighter lined with curious 
workers cruised by. 

“My dad was in the Coast Guard,” Kuntz said. “Seeing all the guys on the 
deck, I started waving to them. They started waving back, and we kind of 
started goofing around, doing the wave and then they would do it. 

“I just broke down in tears. It was just one of those moments of good 
memories thinking of my dad.” 

The moment showed Kuntz was among the worthy picks for the 40 
record-setting skaters. There was an application process last fall, 
including interviews with the Lesakowskis. Kuntz’s dad, Francis, died in 
November, after Kuntz applied to play but before he was selected. 
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“Getting that phone call on Jan. 1, I still remember it like it was 
yesterday,” he said. “It was amazing.” 

Mike Chase was experiencing similar emotions standing on the bench of 
the community rink. The former minor-league goaltender used to put on 
the pads for the 11 Day Power Play, but now he coaches his sons, 
Cameron and Owen. The 13- and 7-year-old played with the retired 
Sabres after raising more than $12,000 through lemonade stands, can 
drives and other community events. 

“It’s just different ways to get involved and for the kids to realize what 
cancer does to a family, to a neighborhood, to a community,” Mike Chase 
said. 

The family knows the disease’s impact all too well. Owen was diagnosed 
with leukemia just before Christmas in 2018 at age 4. 

“From the day he could start walking, he had a hockey stick in his hand,” 
his dad said. “He had to go in the hospital, and he was just crushed that 
he couldn’t play hockey. But we set up rinks at the hospital, and him and 
his brother played mini sticks. 

“I honestly believe that that has helped him thrive along the way 
physically, mentally and emotionally.” 

Owen also got help from his favorite player, Connor McDavid. The Oilers 
superstar tweeted to the youngster on Christmas morning after seeing a 
picture of Owen in his present, an orange Edmonton jersey emblazoned 
with No. 97. 

“We’re thinking this Christmas is just brutal and awful, and it was actually 
one of the best ones,” Mike Chase said. “We got to meet McDavid at one 
point. For a superstar of his caliber and a young kid that just gets it, he’s 
been tremendous for our family. It’s just little things that made Owen 
happy and ecstatic and put a smile on his face. 

“There’s a lot of things people would take for granted, and we don’t take 
anything for granted anymore. This disease does not discriminate 
whether it’s old, young, rich, poor. That’s the thing that hits home with 
everyone is that it doesn’t discriminate. It could hit anyone at any time. 
We never in a million years thought that our youngest son would be 
diagnosed with cancer.” 

The family’s story hit a high point in March when Owen rang the victory 
bell in Roswell Park to signify the end of his treatment and a return to full 
health. They wanted to give back to all the charities that helped and knew 
the 11 Day Power Play was the way to do it. 

As more than $2 million in donations showed, they weren’t alone in using 
hockey to make a difference. 

“It’s Buffalo to a tee,” Kaleta said. “Hitting that mark doesn’t surprise me. 
In our community, everyone knows everyone, and there are so many 
personal experiences with cancer. People get together and work together 
to accomplish that goal.” 

“Everybody leans on each other,” Kuntz said. “It’s a big family. This event 
means a lot.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: 6 things we were all really wrong about 
so far in the 2021-22 season (except, were we really?) 

 

By Sean McIndoe Nov 24, 2021  

 

I’m wrong about the NHL. Kind of a lot. Honestly, it’s a little bit 
embarrassing for somebody whose entire job is to know things about this 
league. 

But here’s the thing: You’re wrong too. All of us are. And that’s especially 
true when we let ourselves drift into groupthink mode, where most of us 
are all saying the same thing. Hockey fans barely agree on anything, so 
you’d think that it would take a stone-cold lock to get us all on the same 
page. Instead, we often end up looking dumb. 

So today, let’s take a look at six opinions that I think it’s fair to say were 
pretty widely held heading into the season. Not universally — settle 
down, huffy dude who’s scrolling down to the comments to post “I never 
thought that” — but at least reasonably common. A month in, they’ve all 
turned out to be absolutely and indisputably wrong. Only… have they? 
Let’s see if we can figure that out. 

The Pacific would be the worst division in hockey 

What we thought: Heading into the season, it was pretty widely 
understood that the Pacific had one good team and seven question 
marks. The good team was the Golden Knights, of course, and we could 
just pencil them in as the top seed before we even dropped a puck. But 
from there, it was a turtle derby. 

Even with Arizona moving to the Central, there were still three bottom-
feeders in the Ducks, Kings and Sharks. Maybe one of those teams 
would surprise us, but that was about the best we could hope for. The 
Canucks and Flames had both missed the playoffs last year, and the 
most charitable view of either was that they might be marginally better 
heading into this season. The Oilers had some regular season potential 
but were coming off a disastrous postseason run so you weren’t really 
sure how far they could go. And the Kraken were the big question mark, 
looking iffy on paper after an underwhelming expansion draft. 

So basically Vegas, and then seven teams trying to earn the right to get 
swept by Vegas. 

But then: The Kraken and the Canucks are bad. But the Alberta teams 
look great, with the Oilers mostly rolling and the Flames surprising 
everyone while shutting out every team they play. And the California 
teams have been stunningly good at times, with the Kings posting a 
seven-game win streak, the Ducks topping that with eight, and the 
Sharks starting 4-0-0. 

Oh yeah, and Vegas hasn’t been all that great, so the whole division is 
up for grabs. 

We were so wrong: Seriously, this division might get both Western 
wildcards. 

But were we really?: Are you really betting on the Ducks and Kings to 
keep this up all season long? That seems like a long shot, and the 
Sharks are already fading. Edmonton looks like a legitimate contender, 
but that goaltending is still hard to trust. The Flames are the other side of 
that coin, as we need to see what happens when Jakob Markstrom isn’t 
running red hot. 

Meanwhile, Vegas has been racked by injuries but the team is getting 
their guys back and looking better. With Jack Eichel looming in the future, 
they’ve still got the best roster in the division on paper, and it’s not all that 
close. So yeah, it’s very possible that a few of the feel-good story 
bubbles burst over the next few months, Eichel shows up just in time for 
the playoffs, and the Pacific does end up being the Knights rolling 
through everyone. 

Hey, speaking of which… 

Tyson Jost and William Carrier (Isaiah J. Downing / USA TODAY) 

The West is all just a warmup for the Avalanche/Golden Knights main 
event 

What we thought: While the Knights were breezing through the Pacific, 
the Avalanche would do pretty much the same in the Central. The 
division was stronger, and teams like Winnipeg and Minnesota could be 
legitimately good. But they weren’t elite contenders like Colorado, who 
went into the season as the clear Cup favorites. The Avs would run away 
with the division, banish a few playoff demons, and then we’d get the 
main event rematch with Vegas in the conference final. 
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But then: Forget about being disappointing or underwhelming, the 
Avalanche were downright average-looking in the early going. Yes, 
injuries played a role, and plenty of their biggest backers were keeping 
the faith. But after a few weeks, it was fair to wonder if a team that 
couldn’t make it out of round two really made the right call when they 
decided to stay the course with everyone except their Vezina-nominated 
goalie. 

So yeah, the Avs might not be all that good. And to make matters worse, 
most of the rest of the Central is. That includes Minnesota and Winnipeg, 
as expected. But St. Louis looked strong too in the early going, and even 
the Predators are better than we thought. If you were looking for a 2021 
playoff rematch in the Western final right now, you might be better off 
putting your money on Oilers vs. Jets. 

We were so wrong: If the playoffs started next week, the Avs and Knights 
would be battling for a spot. 

But were we really?: The playoffs do not, in fact, start next week, so 
there’s lots of time for both teams to get healthy and work through any 
early-season wobbles (and maybe trade for reinforcements at the 
deadline). Vegas and Colorado are quite possibly still the best two teams 
in the conference, and while there’s never any guarantee that the best 
team will win a playoff series, that’s often how it works out. 

If you read the weekly power rankings, you know that I’m mostly sold on 
the Oilers being for real, so I’d be OK with saying the West is now at 
least a three-team dance, with other teams looking stronger than we 
thought. A Golden Knights/Avs showdown was never a sure thing 
because nothing ever is in the modern NHL. But it’s still got a very decent 
chance of happening, and man would it ever be a great matchup if it did. 

Last year’s Canadian Division was bad and would be exposed 

What we thought: Nothing that happened in last year’s North — the Leafs 
being good, Connor McDavid being amazing, the Habs pulling off playoff 
shockers — actually counted because the entire division was junk and 
they were only playing each other. 

OK, to be clear, not everyone thought this. But I know that a lot of you did 
because I couldn’t say anything nice about anything happening up here 
without a ton of you showing up to tell me it didn’t count. The logic was 
pretty clear: Once we went back to the regular setup and the Canadian 
teams had to play the rest of the league, they’d be exposed. 

But then: Four of the seven Canadian teams have spent most of the year 
in the top ten of the overall standings. Three are currently in the top six. 

Huh. Weird, right? 

The Oilers look great. The Leafs stumbled early but have been very good 
for the last month. The Jets are right in the mix at the top of the Central. 
And the Flames, who missed the playoffs in last year’s North, might be 
the biggest surprise of the year. 

It’s almost like the North was a real division after all. 

We were so wrong: [gargles maple syrup and poutine gravy to the tune of 
Bret Hart’s entrance music] 

But were we really?: Please do not ask about how the Habs, Senators or 
Canucks are doing. This section is over, no further questions. 

Connor McDavid will coast to the scoring title 

What we thought: Go ahead and engrave the Art Ross on opening night 
because, unless he gets hurt, nobody is getting anywhere near Connor 
McDavid. 

But then: Hockey fans act like they forgot about Drai… 

… saitl. As in Leon Draisaitl. Sorry, that didn’t work at all, I’m trying to 
remove it. 

But yeah, McDavid has been as unstoppable as expected, scoring at a 
similar pace to last year’s ridiculous 100-point run away with the scoring 
title. But Draisaitl has gone full cheat mode this year. With 18 goals and 
36 points through just 18 games, he’s doing things that aren’t supposed 
to be possible. Those aren’t even 1980s numbers unless you were 
Wayne Gretzky or Mario Lemieux. 

And sure, a lot of those points are coming from McDavid setups, but the 
reverse is also true, and it’s mostly on the powerplay because they each 
center different lines at even strength. If there’s a rising tide story, it’s that 
Draisaitl is turning Ryan Nugent-Hopkins into a top-ten scorer. 

Forget about Nathan MacKinnon or Auston Matthews or Nikita Kucherov 
or whoever. When it comes to giving McDavid a run for his money, the 
call was coming from inside the house dressing room. 

We were so wrong: I know this is about the Art Ross, but we might also 
have to talk about Draisaitl gunning for the first 70-goal season since 
Selanne and Mogilny in 1993. The record for the cap era is 65, by 
Alexander Ovechkin in 2008. 

But were we really?: If we thought McDavid would already have a 
double-digit lead by now, yes. If we’re talking about how the race will end 
up, my money is still on 97. (Also, condolences to everyone who picked 
anyone but Draisaitl as their bonus answer in the prediction contest.) 

The cross-checking crackdown will be everywhere 

What we thought: Coming out of the lockdown in 2005, the NHL cracked 
down on various obstruction penalties and powerplays skyrocketed, with 
teams going from an average of just over four per game to just under six. 
Scoring rates went up too, and we all declared the Dead Puck Era over 
without noticing that nothing had really changed at 5-on-5. Still, you’d 
have to say that the crackdown ultimately made a difference — go back 
and watch all the obstruction in a clip from 2003 compared to now, and 
it’s night and day. 

We saw another, more focused crackdown in 2017, when slashing was 
targeted. That one didn’t have the same impact on overall powerplay 
rates, but the number of slashing calls jumped significantly. Through that 
season’s first month, slashing was called at about four times the rate that 
it had been the previous year. If you were a fan back then, you remember 
a short-lived parade to the penalty box, as plays that were standard-issue 
in the past were suddenly called. It didn’t last long, partly because 
players got the message and adjusted, but it was certainly noticeable for 
that first month. 

So when it came to this year’s cross-checking crackdown, we knew what 
to expect. Lots and lots of cross-checking penalties early on, some 
confusion about what was or wasn’t a penalty, and eventually a new 
normal after players eventually figured it all out. In the meantime, most of 
us tried to guess which third-pair defenseman on our favorite team would 
be taking a penalty every period while trying to clear the net. 

But then: Did you even remember that there was a cross-checking 
crackdown? 

If I was a casual fan, I’m not convinced I would. I’m sure there have been 
a few head-scratcher calls out there, but this doesn’t feel anything like 
2005 or even 2017. 

That’s not to say that the crackdown isn’t happening. TSN’s Travis Yost 
dove into the numbers this week and found that yes, we are getting more 
crosschecking calls. It’s less than twice as many as last year, so nowhere 
near as big a jump as the slashing crackdown in 2017, but it’s there. And 
it’s led to a small increase in powerplays across the league. 

But has it all been something that a typical fan would notice if they hadn’t 
read the breathless stories about the crackdown in the offseason? I’m not 
sure it would be. 

We were so wrong: Oh, and none of this is leading to more offense, at 
least not yet; scoring rates are on pace to be close to the lowest in five 
years. 

But were we really?: Yes. This is the NHL, if they’re not calling 
significantly more penalties in October and November then we know 
there’s no chance they’re going to suddenly remember the rulebook as 
the playoffs get closer. 

Phillip Grubauer and Chris Driedger (Joe Nicholson / USA TODAY) 

The era of bad expansion teams is over 

What we thought: Expansion teams have always been bad, especially in 
the NHL, where any talk about history’s worst teams ends up mostly 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2021 

 

being a list of expansion punching bags. But then the Vegas Golden 
Knights came along and proved that it didn’t have to be that way. 

Oh, and also Gary Bettman apparently rigged it so that expansion teams 
would always be Cup contenders right away. I don’t know, that part never 
made sense to me but boy did a lot of you seem to believe it. 

But then: Ladies and gentlemen, your Seattle Kraken! 

Yeah, they’ve been bad. Certainly not “1975 Capitals” or “1993 Senators” 
or even “2000 Thrashers” bad, but still bad by parity era standards. They 
currently sit at 5-12-1, and Dom has their chance of making the playoffs 
heading towards 10% territory. And it’s not like the underlying numbers 
suggest that this team is secretly good but having bad luck. Even a 
glance at the roster doesn’t suggest that they’d be anything Vegas-like. 
Of course, the same was true of Vegas, which is maybe what threw us all 
off. 

To be clear, I didn’t see anyone predicting that the Kraken would go to 
the final in year one. But the playoffs? A lot of us sure seemed to think 
that was likely (partly because we all knew the Pacific was terrible). Dom 
had them as a 97-point team, with a 77% shot at the postseason. The 
oddsmakers also had them as more likely than not to make it. Their fans 
were reasonably optimistic. The vibes were good. And now they are not. 

We were so wrong: The 1970s expansion Kansas City Scouts, a team so 
bad that they lasted just two years and only ever won 27 games, didn’t 
have a six-game losing streak until January of their second season. The 
Kraken did it in their second month. 

But were we really?: The underlying numbers aren’t great but they’re not 
awful, and the easiest explanation for what’s going on in Seattle is still 
that there is a decent team getting bad goaltending from good 
goaltenders, which shouldn’t last. 

Beyond that, Ryan Clark’s been doing some great work on digging into 
what exactly this team is, and what they might become. The short version 
is that there’s still some room for optimism here, especially when you see 
them beat teams like the Capitals. It’s still early, as they say. 

Ultimately, we’re kind of ending this post back where we started — the 
Kraken’s road to the playoffs is going to be very tough this year, in part 
because the division is much better than we thought. That doesn’t mean 
that they’re terrible. But it might mean that we have to grudgingly accept 
that Bettman didn’t rig anything, and the 2018 Golden Knights really were 
an outlier that we may never see again. 
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The Athletic / Drafting the best alternate jersey for every NHL franchise: 
Where does the Jersey jersey rank? 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff Nov 24, 2021  

 

Hockey is a game, and games are supposed to be fun. 

But because this sport sometimes takes itself too seriously, alternate 
jerseys provide a nice sideshow, as it did on Tuesday when the New 
Jersey Devils introduced their alternate uniform that literally says, 
“Jersey,” on the front. Love it or hate, it was a talking point. Twitter was 
abuzz and we all had some fun one way or the other. 

What better way to build on that than look at the entirety of the alternate 
jersey universe and have even more fun? 

So I, Sean Shapiro, enlisted the help of Dom Luszczyszyn and Sara 
Civian to rank and debate the history of NHL alternate jerseys in a draft 
format, essentially stealing an idea from when they drafted teams of 
uniforms in April 2020. 

But for this draft, the only jerseys eligible were the ones that were 
created as official alternate jerseys (or sweaters for the person ready to 
yell in the comment section). No reverse retro, no special event, no 

heritage jerseys. Just jerseys that teams designed and put into place 
themselves and wanted as part of a regular rotation. 

With New Jersey introducing an alternate look, 30 of the 32 teams have 
now had at least one official alternate jersey. The Seattle Kraken will 
likely have one in the future while the Detroit Red Wings may never have 
one. 

As a combo picker and commissioner in this exercise, I gave myself the 
third pick in a snake draft and conducted a scientific game of rock-paper-
scissors between Sara and Dom for the first pick. Dom let it slip that he’ll 
only ever throw scissors — he probably has some analytic reason for that 
— and won the first overall pick when Sara went with paper. 

Below is a lightly edited transcription of the Zoom-based draft. 

All graphics are from Chris Creamer’s SportsLogos.net 

No. 1, Team Dom: 2018-20 Arizona Coyotes 

(It should be noted that Dom was wearing a Kachina hat before we even 
determined the draft order). 

Dom: There’s no choice. This jersey is so good that it later becomes the 
primary. That’s why it’s No. 1. I can’t believe they did anything else but 
this for like 20 years. Why is there this weird, maroon, big Coyote thing 
on their chest when they had this amazing space Coyote instead? 

Sean: I don’t understand why the Coyotes even try to keep the other logo 
in the rotation anymore as an alternate. 

No. 2, Team Sara: 2018-20 Calgary Flames 

Sara: It’s a homage to an old Flame promised to legend. And that’s when 
they reinstated the retro uniform, it was sick and I’m a fan of it. So that’s 
the pick. We go with a classic to start things out if I cannot get the 
kachina. 

Dom: Go with Blasty. 

Sara: Blasty? 

Dom: The flaming horse, that’s his name. 

Sean: Both good choices. 

Sara: I like the C, I’m going with the C. 

No. 3, Team Sean: 2015-17 Edmonton Oilers 

Sean: This was such a strong alternate it’s become the go-to now. The 
orange is great. 

Dom: My preference with the Oilers would have been the old comet 
design they had. 

Sean: That jersey screams Ryan Smyth to me. 

Dom: That’s fair, the orange one screams Connor McDavid looking great, 
in well, screaming orange. 

No. 4, Team Sean: 1996-98 New York Rangers 

Sean: This to me is a classic alternate jersey. Takes elements and a nod 
to the past certain areas, but introduces a sharp crest that connects with 
a symbol for the city where the team plays. Well-liked, well respected, 
and it just looks better than when the lady liberty was placed on the white 
base jersey in 1999. 

No. 5 Team Sara: 2018-20, 2021-present San Jose Sharks 

Sara: If it’s wrong to pick the San Jose Sharks second jersey present, I 
don’t want to be right. That’s what I’m thinking. I think it’s clean. 

Stealth as they call it in the biz. 

Sean: They’ve had quite a few black jerseys, this one is the best one by 
far. 

Dom: The way they did the stripes is a lot better. 

Sara: I feel like these jerseys keep getting worse as time goes on, maybe 
because I’m getting older. But, I feel like this one did it right. 
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No. 6, Team Dom: 2018-present St. Louis Blues 

Dom: I’m going with the current St. Louis Blues thirds, the homage to 
their first jersey. It’s not a baby blue, but it’s like a lighter blue and the 
yellow pops well, and the cream accents are a nice touch. This is a 
vintage jersey, folks, please enjoy it. 

No. 7, Team Dom: 2011-17 Ottawa Senators 

Dom: I have a really spicy one for my next pick, but I think I can save it 
and get it later. So, I will wait and instead go with the Ottawa Senators 
Rihanna jersey. Rihanna wore it and therefore it’s cool and therefore is a 
top third jersey. 

RIHANNA IN AN OTTAWA SENATORS JERSEY 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/VSVWUQHPIJ 

— RAPPERS WEARING HOCKEY JERSEYS (@HOCKEYRAPPER) 
OCTOBER 19, 2020 

Sara: This is payback for when I picked it last time. 

Dom: Damn right. That’s why I made sure to pick it really high this time. 

No. 8, Team Sara: 2002-07 Los Angeles Kings 

Sara: I hate that the Kings let go of the purple. They kind of brought it 
back with their legends nights, and I feel like they need to go back to that. 
It’s part of their culture. 

Dom: I don’t know why they aren’t purple and yellow, always. The 
reverse retro was the best jersey they’ve ever had. It was what everyone 
loved about the 90s jersey with the colors that they should have been. 

Sean: What do you think of the chrome helmet on the current one? 

Dom: It’s a choice. 

No. 9, Team Sean: 08-10 New York Islanders 

Sean: I’m going with one that’s actually a good jersey no matter what 
way you slice it. It was a throwback to the Islanders’ dynasty days and 
set the tone for what eventually, again, became their primary look. 

No. 10, Team Sean: 1995-96 Mighty Ducks of Anaheim 

Sean: I’m going with one that’s ridiculous, and objectively not good, but I 
want it. Give me the Ducks Wild Wing jersey. 

Dom: Amazing. So is this the time of the draft where we just start going 
off the board completely? 

Sara: I thought you were gonna say what I wanted, so now it’s time to 
make that pick. 

Dom: Don’t you dare. 

Benoit Hogue in 1998. (Elsa Hasch / Allsport) 

No. 11, Team Sara: 1996-99 Tampa Bay Lightning 

Sara: For three seasons, the Lightning wore blue alternate jerseys 
featuring this lightning design. Roller hockey jerseys via the Tampa Bay 
Lightning for you. 

Dom: I hate you. I had it fourth on my board and I took the St. Louis 
Blues? What a travesty. 

Sara: It’s called alternate jerseys, you aren’t going to wear it all the time, 
might as well go ridiculous as possible. 

No. 12, Team Dom: 2003-06 Atlanta Thrashers 

(This counts as a Winnipeg Jets pick after a pre-draft conversation about 
this jersey’s eligibility for this exercise.) 

Dom: My entire draft is in shambles now, I gotta go with the one I already 
messaged you about: the 03-06 Thrashers. It’s a third where nothing 
makes sense and everything is amazing. In fact, it says Atlanta on just 
the left sleeve but nothing on the right sleeve. Amazing. Perfect. I think 
the Jets should bring it back in the exact same color scheme and have it 
say “Winnipeg.” That’s what they should have done for their reverse 
retro. 

No. 13, Team Dom: 2021-present Vegas 

Dom: I’m going Vegas gold thirds just because they should have been 
gold from the beginning. I like the shininess. I don’t care that I feel like it’s 
a controversial pick. I’m gonna like like their gold jerseys and they are on-
brand for Vegas. 

Sean: That’s way near the bottom for me, just not my favorite for 
whatever reason. But I think this jersey you either love or hate, which in a 
way makes it a perfect alternate. 

No. 14, Team Sara: 2008-11 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sara: I just like it, it’s aesthetically pleasing. I feel like it’s connected to 
some iconic moments like the outdoor game. It’s a nice throwback to the 
original colors for the franchise. 

Dom: The fact Pittsburgh took the Winter Classic look and made it a 
third, they were never going to ditch the black-and-yellow, is about as 
much as they could do with the jersey. I like it. 

No. 15, Team Sean: 2000-06 Buffalo Sabres 

Sean: I might be the only one who likes this jersey, but I’ve always had a 
soft spot for the crossing-swords alternate that Buffalo used. I like a 
jersey that actually uses the team name, Sabres, and doesn’t just try to 
turn the city into an animal, or a slug, like most Buffalo jerseys throughout 
their history. 

Sara: Can you explain why you like the crossing swords? 

Sean: It’s different, I can picture Dominik Hasek making saves in it, and if 
we really are going with alternate looks, the only primary red base in 
franchise history. I also have always thought that if Buffalo was going to 
use the animal as a logo, they should just be like a European soccer 
team and just be named Buffalo, drop any nickname. 

No. 16, Team Sean: 2021-present Dallas Stars 

Sean: This is gonna be a bit of a homer pick because of my old beat, but 
I’m going with the Stars skyline jersey. It’s sharp, it’s grown on me, and I 
think they found a nice way to really incorporate the city skyline color into 
a jersey without making it too complicated. 

Plus, it looks great when a goalie buys into the complete setup with the 
pads. 

Dom: Not the Mooterus? 

Sean: In fact, one of the reasons I’m making this pick is so that no one 
picks the Mooterus. 

Dom: C’mon. It’s timeless. 

No. 17, Team Sara: 1995-2006 Boston Bruins 

Sara: If we are going homer picks, give me the pooh bear jersey in 
Boston. The pooh bear is from a time when life was good and they need 
to bring it back. It makes me nostalgic. 

Sean: It should have been used in the reverse retro last season. 

Sara: These teams don’t do anything fun and that was a time the Bruins 
did something fun. 

No. 18, Team Dom: 2009-17 Minnesota Wild 

Dom: With homer picks, I will take the alternate from my favorite team, 
give me the Minnesota Wild from 09 to 2017. I typically don’t like word 
script logos in general, but this one was decent and was one of the first 
more retro ones with the cream accents. I’ll take ’em. 

No. 19, Team Dom: 2000-07 Toronto Maple Leafs 

Dom: Let’s go with Toronto here. 

Sean: But how does this selection impact the Leafs? 

No. 20, Team Sara: 2018-present Carolina Hurricanes 

Sara: I like the Hurricanes present one, the blacks. I feel like they always 
wear them on Fridays and I feel like they’re very sleek and I like the 
splice of gray. 
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I didn’t like the storm warning things on the old black ones, I didn’t like 
them at all. I live their new ones with a touch of gray at the top instead of 
the bottom. 

No. 21, Team Sean: 2006-07 Montreal Canadiens 

Sean: Montreal doesn’t have many options for alternates, but this is 
sharp and would be a classic look if it was used more often. I like the 
throwback to the 1944-47 seasons. 

No. 22, Team Sean: 1997-2001 Philadelphia Flyers 

Sean: This jersey just makes me picture Eric Lindros in his prime, and 
the all-black was perfect for a player who was the center of a line dubbed 
the Legion of Doom. 

Dom: The only choice for the Flyers really, because then the Flyers 
started putting nameplates on all their jerseys, for some weird reason. 

No. 23, Team Sara: 2018-present Columbus Blue Jackets 

Sara: I like the current Blue Jackets, I like the cannon and I like the light 
blue. That’s a good theme for me, it comes from a novelty aspect without 
being too corny. You know? 

Sean: It’s something that plays well into the actual arena, nice tie-in, 
even if it scares visiting media members every time. 

No. 24, Team Dom: 2009-11 Chicago Blackhawks 

Dom: I had these next few ranked pretty high, so I’m pretty thrilled that 
they fell to me and I feel like they are both clean looks. I’m gonna go with 
the Blackhawks Winter Classic that they turned into a third jersey. 
Obviously, the logo is bad, but I like the overall design and it’s vintage 
and clean with the rest of the jersey. 

No. 25, Team Dom: 2018-20 Washington Capitals 

Dom: The red retro that Washington used as an alternate from 2018-20. 
It looks great and kind of re-writes some of the history from when that 
jersey was only associated with a truly terrible team. 

Sean: That’s a sneaky good value pick on Washington here. 

No. 26, Team Sara: 2021-present New Jersey Devils 

Sara: I’ll do Jersey now. Because I think the other ones are also boring to 
me, and I think one has become fun because it brought us all together to 
dunk on it and maybe they’ll see how this is received and say, ‘OK, let’s 
write socks on the socks and let’s write pants on the pants.’ 

(Editor’s note, Sara was onto something) 

Sean: I will say this about the Devils jersey: I think it’s actually what an 
alternate should be in some cases. It’s different and they weren’t afraid to 
try something, whether they stuck the landing or not, I’m not sure, but as 
someone who was born in New Jersey, I respect the state pride in it. 

I also wonder how many Devils fans hated the leak and then bent over 
backward to find a way to like it after they found out Martin Brodeur 
designed it. 

No. 27, Team Sean: 2006-07 Vancouver Canucks 

Sean: The Canucks have had a weird jersey history; the colors have 
been changed around multiple times and I just feel the alternate in 2006-
07 was a signal they’d eventually get back to the proper color scheme 
they have today. 

No. 28, Team Sean: 2001-07 Colorado Avalanche 

Sean: And for my last pick, I’m going to do something sentimental, like a 
GM picking a guy from his former OHL team or something like that in the 
seventh round of the NHL draft when they know it’s a dartboard pick 
anyway. Give me the Avalanche alternate where they tried to rip off the 
diagonal text and bring it to the Rockies. 

When I was a kid I played on a team that used the base of this jersey and 
just changed the text, so I have a warmer feeling about it than picking 
either Nashville or Florida. 

No. 29, Team Sara: 2009-2012 Florida Panthers 

Sara: We are at a point where you wonder why they even make third 
jerseys. I like blue, so let’s go with the Panthers’ blue one from 2009 to 
2012. 

No. 30, Team Dom: 2009-11 Nashville Predators 

Dom: So, with the last overall pick in the draft, I go with the Nashville 
Predators’ third jersey (Taylor’s version). The one that Taylor Swift wore 
in concert once. And I’ll cap my team off that features Rihanna with 
Taylor Swift, so I think we are in good hands. 

@NYISLANDERS @PTSWIFTY13 @TAYLORSWIFT13 SHE LOOKS 
BETTER IN NASHVILLE PREDATORS GEAR ON! 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/BHYSHXVNS9 

— BRADY COX (@DISNEYDUDE_71) FEBRUARY 19, 2015 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL’s Olympic participation facing new concerns 
and hurdles 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Nov 24, 2021  

 

There’s a potential scenario looming that’s making some people nervous 
right now. 

The fact that so many Olympic-bound NHL players will be flying directly 
from the All-Star weekend in Las Vegas from Feb. 4-5 to Beijing for the 
Games has some concerned about the potential for COVID-19 cases 
landing in China. 

This is why, according to sources, the NHL Players’ Association has 
been pushing for tighter protocols for players at All-Star weekend in 
Vegas to avoid that as much as possible. 

Can you imagine the nightmare scenario of any NHL-laden Olympic 
roster facing an outbreak in Beijing because of the Vegas All-Star 
weekend? 

So it would appear, based on what the NHLPA is pushing for, that the 
Vegas experience won’t be the normal Vegas experience for players. 
Which will be a bummer, no doubt, for players looking for some fun in Sin 
City. It’s also understandable. 

But it also begs the question: Why the heck is there an All-Star weekend 
in a year the NHL is participating in the Olympic Games? 

The last time the NHL had both an All-Star weekend and participated in 
the Olympics was 2002 when All-Star weekend was in Los Angeles 
followed by the Salt Lake City Games. 

After that, the NHL wisely did not have an All-Star Game in 2006 ahead 
of Turin, in 2010 ahead of Vancouver, or in 2014 ahead of Sochi. 

The NHL schedule is compressed enough without having both an all-star 
and Olympic break. With both scheduled for this year, the season will 
end a bit later than a normal year — the Stanley Cup Final scheduled to 
go into late June, the NHL draft July 7-8 and the opening of free agency 
on July 13. 

It isn’t the end of the world. 

But I remember being rather surprised last summer when, as part of the 
NHL schedule release for the 2021-22 season, an All-Star Game in 
Vegas was announced. In an Olympic year? 

Listen, I get it to some degree. For one, there’s the desire, I think, to 
placate a new U.S. TV partner in ESPN which no doubt appreciates 
having All-Star weekend in its first season doing NHL hockey again. I get 
that. 

And I think there’s the general desire from both the NHL and NHLPA, 
which share 50-50 in hockey-related revenue, to bring back business as 
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normal as much as possible this season. So why not cram in an All-Star 
weekend ahead of shutting down the league for the Olympics? Overall, it 
amounts to a three-week break in the NHL schedule from Feb. 3 to Feb. 
23. 

In the heat of the summer, there was also the hope (which I shared) that 
the pandemic would be in a much better place by now. 

But here we are with positive COVID-19 cases popping up around the 
NHL again this season. The Senators are just coming back from their 
outbreak after having three games postponed and now all eyes are on 
the Islanders with seven players testing positive so far. 

So having All-Star weekend in Las Vegas right before charter planes fly 
off to Beijing is far from ideal at this stage. 

Now, as we’ve said before, Olympic participation itself is not 100 percent 
guaranteed yet. Both the NHL and NHLPA still intend to go, and have 
had Olympic planning calls with each other over the past month 
indicating as much, but every time there’s an NHL team facing COVID-19 
cases, it certainly makes everyone involved wonder where this is headed 
ahead of the Jan. 10 deadline to opt-out of the Games. 

The NHL and NHLPA could also in theory decide to opt-out after Jan. 10, 
but would face a financial penalty. 

In the larger political scope of things, U.S. President Joe Biden said last 
week that the U.S. is considering a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing 
Games. Although that would mean U.S. dignitaries would boycott but not 
athletes themselves. 

I won’t get into the whole political side of things here because that’s an 
entire article in itself, but there’s no question there are American and 
Canadian sports fans who wonder about our athletes participating in the 
Beijing Olympics based on China’s human rights abuses. 

This is about the NHL-NHLPA decision. The league itself, I think, is pretty 
much dreading the idea of going to Beijing when the business of the NHL 
is trying to find its footing still this season, but the league knows it must 
do its best to honor what it promised to the NHLPA in the CBA extension 
from the summer of 2019. 

But if more NHL games get postponed because of team outbreaks, it 
won’t be just the NHL that may want to opt-out of Beijing. I suspect even 
the NHLPA, despite its strong desire to return to Olympic participation, 
could also end up feeling that way if the 2021-22 season gets too 
affected at home by outbreaks. There’s an NHL business to protect first 
and foremost for both the owners and players. 

We’re just 6-7 weeks away from knowing either way. 
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Trapped in an unchecked cycle, Canucks' free fall accelerates with each 
new loss 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

Needing to show something, the Vancouver Canucks showed nothing on 
Wednesday. Actually, maybe what they showed is they are who they 
appear to be. 

Losers in six of their previous seven games, starting another road trip, 
with a debacle in Denver still fresh from the start of their last road trip, the 
Canucks failed utterly to compete in the first period of what turned into 
another dispiriting loss – 4-1 to the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The main difference from their 7-1 embarrassment against the Colorado 
Avalanche 13 nights earlier is that Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko 
was sensational and the Penguins didn’t finish like the Avalanche did. 
Until the second period. 

Outshot 13-4 in the first 12 minutes, the Canucks eventually made too 
many mistakes for Demko to save them as the Penguins scored three 
goals in the second period to cruise to an easy victory against a 
Vancouver team that has been outscored 23-7 over four straight road 
losses. 

The Canucks did not get a puck past Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry until 
Bo Horvat’s sensational solo effort with 5:08 remaining, ending 
Vancouver’s goal-less streak at 147 minutes and 58 seconds – just under 
two-and-a-half hours. 

The loss dropped the Canucks to 6-12-2 at the quarter-mark of their 
National Hockey League season. Yes, they have been that bad. 

Where heart thou 

For his first three seasons in charge, coach Travis Green over-delivered 
with the roster he had. The Canucks definitely weren’t great but were 
usually grating, relentless in their effort and rarely an easy out. Now with 
their most talented lineup in several years, the Canucks have failed to 
come close to expectations and, on nights like Wednesday, are a breeze 
to play against due to their carelessness with the puck and unwillingness 
or inability to win puck battles. 

“I don't know if it's necessarily compete level,” Green told reporters after 
the loss. “I think we have some players that probably aren't playing as 
good as they can. They're trying, they're competing. They're just not 
getting it done. 

“We need to find probably a little more play out of some guys. We've got 
to play a direct game. There's a lot that goes into winning. We've got to 
put it together for 60 minutes.” 

Horvat’s goal was the first in seven games from any of him, Elias 
Pettersson or Brock Boeser. They are supposed to be three of the team’s 
top four forwards. 

Remaining Time -0:40 

Horvat speeds in, lifts puck over Jarry with backhander 

Young and failing hands 

In his crisis-management press conference last week, Canucks general 
manager Jim Benning acknowledged that the team had been handed 
over to its “younger group of players” after years of surrounding them 
with veteran leaders. 

Gone from leadership in the last two years alone are Chris Tanev, Jacob 
Markstrom, Troy Stecher, Alex Edler and Jay Beagle, and Brandon 
Sutter has been absent all of this season with long-haul COVID 
symptoms. 

Young players like Demko and defenceman Quinn Hughes have 
elevated their games this season, but others like Pettersson and Boeser 
have faded amid the losing streak. Even Horvat, captain reliable, is 
floundering as he tries to do more. 

Pettersson’s recorded ice time on Wednesday of 12:48 was his lowest in 
any non-injury-related game since he made his debut for the Canucks on 
Oct. 3, 2018. 

As a group, they are failing the leadership test. 

“I think we have some young players that maybe aren't playing their best 
game, (and) there's a lot that's been put on them to lead the team in that 
area,” Green explained. “Has there been too much put on them? I don't 
think so. They want the pressure, they've been good players in the past. 
That's all part of the process of maturing as a player.” 

Remaining Time -0:40 

Horvat on the Canucks performance this season: 'It's unacceptable' 

Gaining momentum 

Just as winning and playing well generates inertia that can carry teams 
through difficult patches, so too can losing and underperforming destroy 
a team’s immune system, making it frail and even more likely to lose. 
Unchecked, that cycle only gets worse. That’s how the Canucks look 
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right now. Their free fall is accelerating with each loss, making it harder 
to stop. 

Too slow to compete at the start of Wednesday’s game and badly 
outshot and out-chanced early, the Canucks were somehow still tied 0-0 
going into the second period. The game was still there for them. They 
just needed to start playing, start competing, find some energy from 
Demko’s miracle work and put some pressure on the Penguins. 

Instead, Vancouver’s league-worst penalty killers got running around and 
surrendered a power-play one-timer to Bryan Rust at 49 seconds. 

At 7:29, Evan Rodrigues made it 2-0, taking the advantage of space 
given him by defenceman Tyler Myers to pick a corner on Demko after a 
blind, cross-ice pass to nobody from Hughes, whose turnover followed 
one up ice from Pettersson. Zach Ashton-Reese made it 3-0 on a three-
on-one at 15:20 after Canucks Tucker Poolman and Nils Hoglander 
combined on another turnover at the Pittsburgh blue line. 

“I don't know if we're pressing too hard,” Horvat said. “We're trying to 
make something out of nothing right now ...where we're not playing the 
way we should be playing in order to win. I don't know if we're pressing 
for offence or what, I don't really know the answer. But it seems to be that 
way -- we turn pucks over and it ends up in the back of the net.” 

Asked how players could be so unprepared to start a road trip after 
enduring the beatdown from the Avalanche just a couple of weeks ago, 
Horvat said: “I wish I had answers for you guys. I mean, again, it comes 
from our room and comes from us being ready to play. It comes from 
knowing what we're going to be up against. We knew they're going to be 
a fast team. We knew they're going to come hard. And again, we should 
have been ready for that.” 

Remaining Time -0:44 

Horvat says it's up to the players to turn things around for Canucks 

Noise gets louder 

A performance like Wednesday’s further stokes fan unrest on the West 
Coast. Losing this way is not sustainable for anyone. 

“You have a lot of noise and a lot of talk,” Green said, turning his back on 
a reporter who asked about the noise in the market. “The media makes a 
lot of noise and a lot of talk. It's not the same in the locker room. Guys 
are worried about trying to get their game going, find their game, come 
out and play their best game. You can try to get to a point that they're not 
ready to play. I thought we looked a little slow tonight coming out of the 
gate.” 

Winger J.T. Miller said: “I'm worried about our team playing well, getting 
better, winning hockey games. That's the only thing I'm focused on. I 
could care less what anybody else says. I don't really care what you guys 
say either -- no offence. I'm worried about one thing and that's winning 
games.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' offence erupts with goal-a-palooza for most 
decisive win of season 

 

Luke Fox 

 

LOS ANGELES – The way the Toronto Maple Leafs played on 
Thanksgiving Eve, you’d have to wonder if superfan Justin Bieber had 
promised them a turducken feast for a win. 

Laying down their most decisive victory of the season, the Leafs' offence 
shone brighter than the home team’s blindingly silver helmets. 

Point Night in the U.S.A. 

In defeating the Los Angeles Kings 6-2, 11 Maple Leafs etched their 
names on a busy scoresheet. 

Wayne Simmonds, Rasmus Sandin, Pierre Engvall, T.J. Brodie, Auston 
Matthews and John Tavares all threw down multi-point performances. 

And Matthews notched his first 5-on-5 goal in 10 games, his longest such 
drought since he was a moustache-free rookie. 

"If the chances continue to come, they're going to drop,” an unflustered 
Matthews said Tuesday. “So, it's just matter of time and staying positive. 
We're winning games, and that's all that really matters." 

Facts. 

Black Friday Sale 

From November 22-29th, Sportsnet NOW is having a 20% off sale on 
Standard and Premium annual plans. 

| MORE DETAILS 

Since veering the 18-wheeler off the cliff’s edge in Chicago a month ago, 
Toronto has been on a steady ascent up the mountain. 

Winners of 12 of its past 14 games, the holes in Toronto’s game are 
getting increasingly difficult to magnify. 

Such is life on the hottest team in hockey. 

“Winning is very fun. It makes a fun atmosphere around the room. Makes 
the off-days fun. It makes practices fun. When you're winning, it seems 
like everybody's feeling good,” said Jason Spezza, minutes after cranking 
another vintage clapper off the wing. 

“Our team is coming closer together as a group and gained a lot of 
chemistry through these wins. It creates a belief. We're winning close 
games. We're winning games the right way. Special teams have been 
good, and that's usually details. And I think it leads to happy group.” 

Jack Campbell, playing at an all-world level, won in an emotional return 
to L.A. and evened his head-to-head score with mentor Jonathan Quick. 

The stingy defence and penalty kill rate top-three league-wide in goals 
allowed. 

And, as Wednesday reminded, they have enough skill to stuff the net. 

Remaining Time -1:47 

Maple Leafs start California road trip on huge high note 

The Leafs’ six goals and five at even-strength signal their highest totals in 
any game this season. 

Underlying numbers would suggest they were due for a goal-a-palooza 
like this, and Sheldon Keefe’s practice Tuesday centred around offence 
— increasing volume at the net, creating screens, hitting a man skating 
downhill into a shot. 

“We’ve been playing good hockey here of late, but I can’t remember the 
last time we've launched a game open like that in terms the goals going 
in,” said coach Keefe, noticing the positive effects on the bench as 
everyone munched their cookies. 

“Guys get looser. It's just natural,” he went on. “It's great for the 
camaraderie of the group. You got lots of guys scoring on different lines. 
Guys were really pushing for one there for Nick Ritchie.” 

The only defensive sacrifice in this one was shutdown centre David 
Kämpf, who left the game in the first period and did not return for 
precautionary reasons. 

Rasmus Kupari’s shoulder drilled Kämpf in the head, and the essential 
third-liner was slow to get up before heading to the dressing room. Kupari 
was called for a tripping minor, but we’d expect player safety to take a 
peek. 

Kämpf will be further evaluated Thursday. 

"It looked to me like direct contact to his head, obviously. So, I hate to 
see that,” Keefe said. “I don't know how much intent was there. It looked 
pretty accidental to me." 

Remaining Time -1:15 
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Kampf leaves game after being clipped by Kupari 

The Maple Leafs’ revenge tour flies next to San Jose, where they’ll take 
on the Sharks Friday. 

“It's hard when you lose a few to get back in the win column, and we 
know that. We've been there already this year,” Spezza said. “So, we just 
want to keep the positivity rolling.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Sean Durzi was being cheered on in his NHL debut by the boys he left 
behind. The Ontario Reign fired up the Kings game during a team 
Thanksgiving dinner and got to celebrate the offensive defenceman’s first 
NHL point, then his first NHL goal: 

• King-turned-Leaf-turned-Blue-turned-Leaf Kyle Clifford took warmups in 
his old barn for funskis. Why did his Toronto sweater number change 
from 73 to 43? 

"It's my kids birthdays added together,” Clifford explained. 

• Kings No. 1 D-man and Team Canada hopeful Drew Doughty (knee) 
sported a yes-contact sweater Wednesday. Word is, possible to return 
Saturday versus Ottawa or Tuesday versus Anaheim. Either way, it’ll be 
weeks ahead of schedule. 

• Auston Matthews’ moustache will remain unshaven until the end of the 
month. He’s raised $142,000 and counting for Movember. 

"I feel really humbled with all the support and being able to raise enough 
money to reach that goal. I'm more than happy to shave it off for a good 
cause,” Matthews said. 

Is there a second moustache in his future? 

"I think so, yeah.” 

• TimBiebs dropping Nov. 29. 

“Maybe he was our good-luck charm tonight,” Matthews said. “Who 
knows?” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' two-headed monster of McDavid and Draisaitl puts 
on a desert clinic 

 

Mark Spector 

 

You could say, “Sure, they only beat the Arizona Coyotes.” 

But we would counter with, “Yes, but they did it with the entire left side of 
their defence on the injury list, in the second of back-to-back games.” 

Then you could say, “Ya but, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl carried 
the Edmonton Oilers again.” 

And to that, we would counter, “Uhhhhh….” 

After a rough night in Dallas Tuesday, the Oilers kept intact their skein of 
not having lost two straight games all season long, as the big boys 
romped in a 5-3 win at Arizona. Since Dave Tippett became the head 
coach Edmonton is 15-5-1 in the first game of back to backs and 16-5 in 
the second game. 

Draisaitl and McDavid each had two goals and four points Wednesday, 
splitting up 14 shots on net in a desert clinic that featured a couple of 
milestones. 

“Connor and Leon were feelin’ it tonight. That always helps,” said Oilers 
defenceman Tyson Barrie, marvelling at the fact that perfect pair have 40 
and 36 points respectively in just 19 Oilers games. “If you would sit here 
you’d say, I guess, it’s unsustainable. But every night those two are doing 
something. I don’t see them slowing down any time soon. 

“It’s incredible,” Barrie continued. “Tonight, in the third period, they’re 
flying around the O-zone and having five chances in one shift. It’s great 
for the game. They are two guys who are just entering their prime. They’ll 
be a lot of fun to watch for a lot of years. 

“The game is in pretty a good place with those two at the helm.” 

Two-Headed Monster 

Tippett put his top two players on the same line Wednesday, after a night 
in Dallas Tuesday in which the offence just never got going. Their 
response: four goals and eight points combined for Draisaitl and 
McDavid. 

How dominant are these two? Get a load of these numbers: 

Through 19 games Draisaitl leads the NHL in points (40), goals (20), 
multi-point games (12), power-play goals (10), game-winning goals (6), 
points per game (2.11), points on the road (19), third-period goals (9) and 
third-period points (18). He has 27 goals in his past 25 NHL games, and 
his 40 points in 19 games this season make Draisaitl the first player in 
Oilers history not named Wayne Gretzky to have 40 points prior to the 
20-game mark of a season. 

“It’s pretty good,” Tippett said, “'cause I know the other guy (Gretzky) was 
really, really good.” 

Only five NHL players have scored 50 goals in their team’s first 50 
games of the season: Gretzky, Lemieux, Maurice Richard, Brett Hull and 
Mike Bossy. No question, Draisaitl could be the sixth. 

“I think it’s a little crazy to think I’m going to score 50 goals in 50 games,” 
he said after Wednesday’s game. “Right now pucks are going in for me, 
but this is a tough league to score in. I don’t expect to hit that stat at all.” 

Then there is McDavid, who notched career assist No. 400 on a goal by 
Zack Kassian. With the helper — in career game No. 426 —McDavid 
becomes the fourth fastest player in NHL history to record 400 assists, 
behind Gretzky (290 games), Mario Lemieux (353) and Peter Stastny 
(411). 

Broberg, Bro 

So, what do the Oilers have in defenceman Philip Broberg, now that 
we’ve seen him play just three NHL games? With the injuries, Broberg’s 
ice time has increased from 14:24, to 18:59, to 21:29 Wednesday. 

At just 20 years old, Broberg skates like a young Jay Bouwmeester — 
and we don’t throw that comparison around lightly. He’s six-foot-three. 
Could he one day become the player that Oscar Klefbom was before his 
bum shoulder took him down? 

What has Tippett noticed in his first glimpse of the eighth-overall pick 
from the 2019 draft? 

“His skating and his poise,” began Tippett. “It’s been really noticeable. 
Skating has always been a strength of his. But the poise, and thinking at 
an NHL level, has improved greatly.” 

Tippett feels like Broberg has adapted to the North American style and 
rink size since he last saw the defenceman. Time and space are the 
biggest adaptations when a European D-man crosses the pond. 

“He’s not putting himself into trouble,” Tippett said. “In the European 
game, you have lots of time in your own end, lots of space to hold on to 
the puck. Here, he’s being smart with it. At the offensive blue line he’s 
getting pucks through quickly… 

“There is still lots of room for improvement, but he’s taken steps forward. 
We’ve asked him to play some pretty big minutes, and he’s done very 
well.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' embarrassing start in loss to Capitals utterly 
perplexing 
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Eric Engels 

 

The Montreal Canadiens gave up two even-strength goals, a power-play 
goal, 16 shots on net, 32 attempts and enough scoring chances to lose 
three games — and that was just in the first period of what turned out to 
be this team’s 16th loss this season. 

The Canadiens came into it after notching what they thought was a 
galvanizing 6-3 win over the Nashville Predators on Saturday, after a 
hard practice Monday that left Chris Wideman saying they were “headed 
in the right direction for sure,” after another competitive workout Tuesday 
and an optional morning skate in Washington Wednesday. 

They came out of it with no chance of winning the game, despite a hope 
shot from Jake Evans finding the back of the net to get them within two 
goals before 20 minutes were up. 

The Canadiens were looking to, for the first time this season, string 
consecutive wins together. After Jake Allen allowed the first goal of the 
game on the first shot he faced, and after a tentative penalty kill gave 
skilled players Evgeny Kuznetsov and John Carlson all the time and 
space in the world to score the second goal, Cedric Paquette went to 
clear a puck out of the slot and ended up shooting it off Michael 
Sgarbossa’s head to make it 3-0 Capitals and effectively end that bid. 

Beat by Sgarbossa, beat by Carlson, beat by Nic Dowd, but the 
Canadiens were mostly beat by themselves. 

They’ve done it so many times through 21 games, we’ve lost count. 

They beat themselves in so many ways in this 6-3 win for the Capitals, 
we nearly lost count. 

On Dowd’s opening goal, Allen had to come up with a save. The 
Montreal goaltender, playing in his first game since suffering a 
concussion on Nov. 13, was beaten when the Capitals forward drove to 
the outside, brought the puck out from behind the net and dumped it over 
his shoulder. 

Paquette caught as bad of a bounce as you can get banking the puck of 
Sgarbossa and into his own net, but the goal right before that was a 
sample of what’s made the Canadiens the 29th-best penalty-killing team 
in the NHL so far. 

Carlson was allowed to walk in from the point unchallenged after 
Kuznetsov was permitted to stand by the net and play with the puck long 
enough to choose whatever play he wanted. Carlson uncorked a one-
timer that banked off Paquette’s skate and finished bar-down to make it 
2-0. 

That was just one example of how the Capitals were unchallenged in 
every way through the first 20 minutes. It was utterly perplexing after the 
step the Canadiens thought they had taken against the Predators on 
Saturday. 

They had won by wide margins in each of their four wins prior to that, but 
Wideman said this one felt different. 

“I think, obviously, winning on a Saturday night at the Bell Centre, that’s 
amazing. That’s always a good time,” he said on Monday. “But if you look 
back at the game, it was like four or five scrums where guys were in it 
with a guy on their team or two guys on their team and then you look two 
seconds later and we had all five guys in there. Guys were sticking up for 
each other, and that’s the stuff you look to. 

"Yeah, the goals are great, and Monty (Samuel Montembeault) made 
some awesome saves, and we had some great plays as a team, but 
guys sticking up for each other and getting in there and getting after it 
against the other team — that’s what makes it fun. That’s where you see 
the group of guys coming together, sticking up, protecting each other. 
That’s good stuff.” 

But the first period in Washington was more of the same bad stuff this 
season’s been made of, with the Canadiens unglued, disengaged and 
discombobulated. 

Defensively, it was embarrassing. Offensively, all the Canadiens could 
only muster eight shot attempts. 

From there, they chased the game. 

After taking a few chances, the Canadiens allowed Kuznetsov to score 
what might have been the easiest goal of the 136 he’s racked up in his 
540 NHL games. In the 10th minute of the second period, after the 
Capitals cycled through Montreal’s end unchecked, Carlson sifted the 
puck through to the far side of Allen’s crease from the point and 
Kuznetsov took it and had enough time to tuck it in with a slow-motion 
move. 

Five Montreal players were in the picture, and all of them had their eyes 
glued to Carlson, with Joel Armia leaving Kuznetsov all by himself in a 
much more dangerous area of the ice. 

Cole Caufield responded for the Canadiens with his first goal of the 
season in what was his 13th game. The 20-year-old winger, who spent 
two weeks with the AHL’s Laval Rocket recently, fully earned it and was 
one of Montreal’s only players who played well in this game. 

Evans, Brendan Gallagher and Artturi Lehkonen all played hard, even if 
they were on the ice for some goals against. 

But everyone else in their uniform appeared to be a passenger. 

The Canadiens could do nothing but watch as Alex Ovechkin stormed 
down the right wing early in the third period. The Great 8 faked shot and 
gave Tom Wilson an empty net, notching his third assist of the game on 
the goal that made it 5-2 Capitals. 

Dmitry Orlov walked in unmarked and made it 6-2 Capitals with just 
under 14 minutes to play. Lehkonen scored with just over two minutes to 
play, but the game was long over before that point. 

It was over after one period. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL quarter-mark analytical takeaways: Surprises, 
letdowns to watch 

 

Staff 

 

American Thanksgiving serves more purpose than just a day off from 
hockey in the NHL. For many, it’s an important benchmark in the season. 

Not only does it usually represent about the quarter-mark into the 
season, but a high percentage of teams that are in a playoff spot at 
American Thanksgiving end up qualifying for the post-season. 

So given the implications of this holiday, along with the fact that we finally 
have a decent sample of games to analyze, let’s talk about what we’ve 
seen so far in 2021-22. 

What’s surprised us... 

The Young Ducks 

Before the season started, Anaheim was expected to be closer to the 
bottom of the Pacific Division. With Thanksgiving approaching, they’re 
third in the division (by a slim margin, Vegas is only one point behind, but 
more on that later). 

A lot of credit goes to some of their Ducklings, primarily Trevor Zegras 
and Troy Terry. These two generally don’t play together at 5-on-5, which 
helps spread out scoring threats in the top-six. 

So far, Terry has exceeded his expected goal total and he probably won’t 
shoot 27 per cent forever. But what’s contributing to his success is a high 
shot rate relative to his teammates at 5-on-5 and driving to the slot. His 
mainstay centre’s passing (Ryan Getzlaf) has helped Terry's shooting, 
but they aren’t too predictable with Terry only taking shots. The winger’s 
passing the puck at a high rate too at 5-on-5, which is showing on the 
scoresheet as well. 
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Then on the second line, there’s Zegras. We already know the Ducks’ 
forward is one of the best puck-movers in the league. He frequently tries 
to carry the puck right into the offensive zone to spark a play. Once in the 
zone, Zegras is one of the team’s leading passers, often setting up plays 
off the rush, east-west shot assists that cross the centre line up from the 
blue paint to the blue line, and passes to the dangerous slot area. Plus, 
his shot isn’t too shabby either. Zegras is a dual threat, and he’s just 
getting started. So even if the Ducks start to trend in the wrong direction 
and can’t maintain this start, the future is still bright. 

Goalie Bounce Backs 

A goaltender can be the great equalizer in hockey, and their play can 
make or break a team. Two teams high in the standings -- leading both of 
their respective divisions with 29 points each -- have to credit their 
netminders for contributing to their strong starts. 

Frederik Andersen has been a key part of the 14-2-1 Hurricanes’ 
success. Some teams were rightfully hesitant to sign the former Leafs 
netminder in free agency based on his play declining in recent seasons. 
But so far, he’s rewarding the Hurricanes for giving him a chance to 
rebound. He doesn’t face a high rate of shots against, nor is he often 
being peppered from the slot. But he’s stopped 94 per cent of the shots 
he has faced in all situations and has allowed almost 15 goals fewer than 
expected on those shots on goal. 

Sergei Bobrovsky’s rebound has helped the 13-2-3 Panthers get this far, 
too. Kicking off the third year of a seven year, $10 million contract, he 
didn’t quite have the same flexibility to find a fresh start like Andersen 
with the Hurricanes. While Chris Driedger leaving in the expansion draft 
lessened Bobrovsky's competition, Spencer Knight’s full time presence 
with the team put even more pressure on the veteran goalie to have a 
strong season, or risk being outplayed for the starter’s net. 

Bobrovsky doesn’t have the toughest of workloads either thanks to a 
strong team in front of the blue paint. His shot rate against in all 
situations is just below average, as are the rate of shots from the slot 
area just in front of the crease. But importantly for the team is how he’s 
responded to that workload. Bobrovsky’s stopped 94 per cent of the 
shots he’s faced, and he’s saved about 11 goals above expected. 

What's disappointed us... 

Seattle Goaltending 

With the good, we also have to take the bad. Sticking with the 
goaltending theme, we turn our attention to the Seattle Kraken. We know 
the Vegas Golden Knights set extremely high (and somewhat 
unreasonable) expectations for an expansion team. The Kraken 
obviously haven’t matched that with a 5-12-1 record that lands them 
second to last in the league. 

At 5-on-5, the Kraken are one of the best teams at limiting shot volume 
against. They even keep their opponents from the slot pretty often; their 
rate of 17.2 slot attempts per 60 is the second lowest in the league. In 
theory, even though we know it can take Philipp Grubauer time to adjust 
to a new team, the Seattle defence should ease him (and Chris Driedger) 
in after playing behind one of the best teams on both ends of the ice last 
year in the Colorado Avalanche. 

Unfortunately, that hasn’t been the case as Grubauer has only stopped 
88 per cent of the shots he’s faced at 5-on-5. On paper, the goaltending 
in Seattle hasn’t been as advertised. It’s possible that digging into the 
kinds of chances goaltenders are facing holds some weight here. There’s 
more to shot quality than just location. Alison Lukan of the Seattle Kraken 
explored some other elements that influence the danger of a shot 
including how shots coming off a rush are more difficult to defend and 
ultimately stop by the goaltender; an odd-man rush only makes it more 
challenging. So that could be part of the equation. 

While there’s room for improvement from the five skaters on the ice in 
limiting rush attempts against to ease the workload for their netminders, 
primarily starting goaler Grubauer, at the end of the day those rush 
attempts can be the key times they need saves -- and they just haven’t 
gotten that to start their inaugural season. 

Slow starts from expected contenders 

Coming into the season, most had the Islanders and Golden Knights 
penciled into the 2022 post-season -- and rightfully so. Both were 
contenders last year, and neither made too many major changes over the 
summer to set them back. 

Some of their struggles have been out of their control. The Golden 
Knights have been bitten hard by the injury bug with Mark Stone, Max 
Pacioretty, William Karlsson, and Shea Theodore all missing time at 
points this season. The Islanders, on the other hand, have had to 
manage without a home arena until just last week, and now are dealing 
with a COVID-19 outbreak. 

Managing with the depth they had was obviously tricky for Vegas. Those 
personnel losses pushed players to step up, and sometimes do too much 
which can actually have adverse effects. That may have been the case 
for Alex Pietrangelo in the early goings of the season. 

But the extent to which Vegas has been outplayed at 5-on-5 really 
departs from where this team left off last season. Not only have the 
Golden Knights fallen short offensively, but they’ve conceded a lot 
against. This season, they’ve become a bottom-10 team in shot rate 
against. Allowing shots against can be manageable if a team is holding 
their opponent to the perimeter and protecting the middle of the ice. That 
hasn’t been the case in Vegas to open the season, though; they’ve 
allowed their opponents to move right into the slot and attempt 22.2 shots 
against. About 37 per cent of the shots they’ve conceded have come 
from the slot area -- and the only team to allow more inner slot shots 
against than the Golden Knights are the Senators. 

The good news is that their play is starting to trend in the right direction 
as of late, below the surface. A healthy Stone obviously contributes to 
that, and Pacioretty could return soon too. So hope isn’t lost -- as long as 
Vegas' top players stay healthy, their play should start trending in the 
right direction. 

As for the Islanders, defensive structure is the name of their game. This 
season, though, they’ve allowed a high rate of shot attempts against after 
opening the year with 13 games on the road. They have, however, 
blocked quite a few of those shots so a slightly lower rate have reached 
the net. Still, it’s a departure for them to be a bottom-10 team in shots 
against, let alone quality shots. At the other end of the ice, they’ve stuck 
to their quality over quantity strategy. And where they really rank high is 
getting to the slot area off the rush. But their offensive generation isn’t 
exceeding what they’ve allowed, and that’s really shown over the 
Islanders' last string of games. 

Once some of their core players return from COVID protocol and they’re 
actually able to deploy a fuller squad on home ice, the tide should turn. 
They’re not going to shoot under seven per cent at 5-on-5 forever, either. 
But their weaknesses started before so many players were lost to 
protocol. There’s legitimate work to be done, and now that they have 
more stability with their schedule that may help New York's quest to climb 
the standings. 

What we’re watching... 

American Thanksgiving isn’t the perfect measurement for a team’s 
chances at the post-season. And this year, there are a few teams outside 
the current playoff bubble -- including the aforementioned Islanders -- 
that most would expect to be there. So now, the question is which of 
them can push their way up the standings after what could appear to be 
a less than ideal start on the surface. 

The Flyers injury woes, now without Kevin Hayes and Ryan Ellis again 
for some time, will make it an uphill battle. The Bruins, on the other hand, 
may be sixth in the Eastern Conference wild card race, but have just 15 
games played. Their points percentage (.600) is more indicative of 
Boston’s play than their place in the standings. But there are still three 
strong teams to try to push out of a divisional spot ahead of the Bruins in 
Florida, Toronto, and Tampa Bay. There’s clearly quite a bit that can 
change in the Eastern Conference, so the question is what percentage of 
the teams currently slotted for the playoffs actually make it? 

As for the West, the only team currently outside of the playoff mix who 
are universally expected to contend this season is Colorado. Like Boston, 
they’re only at 15 games on the season. 

Sorting by points percentage pushes Colorado up to second in their 
division. The Avalanche did get off to a slower start this season, but 
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seem to have found their footing, especially since Cale Makar returned, 
even while still missing Nathan MacKinnon. They should find themselves 
right back in playoff standing, as long as they can at least get average 
goaltending. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL quarter-mark awards: Can anyone challenge 
Draisaitl, McDavid for Hart? 

 

Emily Sadler 

 

We're about a quarter of the way through the 2021-22 NHL season, 
which means it's the perfect time for our first look at the NHL awards 
race. 

Here, we're looking at five major awards -- the Hart, Norris, Vezina, 
Calder, and Jack Adams -- to see which NHLers are currently leading the 
way early in the season and how they're stacking up to their peers. 

A lot can change between now and the end of the season, but here's 
where things stand now. 

HART TROPHY 

Quarter-season winner: Leon Draisaitl, Oilers 

There are, of course, two right answers to the MVP question right now -- 
whether you're leaning more towards Draisaitl or Oilers teammate 
Connor McDavid (or, perhaps a hybrid: Leonner McDraisaitl !?) you're not 
wrong. McDavid's 12 goals and 32 points through 18 games is 
remarkable, and surpassed only by Draisaitl, whose 18 goals, 36 points, 
and five game-winning markers lead the league in all three categories. 
He gets the edge based on points (he's scoring at a pace of two points 
per game!) as well as for his jack-of-all-trades skillset that has him firing 
on all cylinders in all strengths and situations, including defensively on 
Edmonton's elite penalty kill. Should Draisaitl, who was named MVP in 
2019-20, or his captain (and 2020-21 MVP) land another Hart this 
season, it would mark the third straight year the trophy stays in 
Edmonton. 

MVP-worthy players in the hunt: 

• Connor McDavid, Oilers: He's a real-life cheat code and a scorer of 
mind-blowing goals who went 17 games before anyone could hold him 
off the score sheet. His 20 assists on the season is a league-high. 

• Alex Ovechkin, Capitals: At 36, he's got 15 goals in 19 games (ranked 
second in the NHL) and is on pace for his highest total since 2007-08. 
He's totally catching Gretzky, right? 

• Kyle Connor, Jets: Honestly, you could easily plug in several players to 
add to the quarter-season MVP conversation -- Troy Terry's on a tear, 
Andrew Mangiapane and Johnny Gaudreau have the Flames on fire, and 
Jack Campbell has saved several games in Toronto -- but we're giving 
the nod to Connor, whose 12 goals and 22 points leads Winnipeg by a 
wide margin and whose 84 shots so far are a league high. His 11 even-
strength goals matches Ovechkin's league-high mark. 

NORRIS TROPHY 

Quarter-season winner: Adam Fox, Rangers 

Last year's Norris winner is on pace to do it again. The Rangers' top 
defenceman is logging a team-high 24:46 per game, is plus-five on the 
season, and sits just one point behind Artemi Panarin's tally (19 points). 
Of all NHL rearguards to play double-digit games this season, Fox is one 
of just three to score at a point-per-game pace. That the 23-year-old 
already has one Norris Trophy in his cabinet and is still playing on his 
entry-level deal makes his feat all the more impressive. 

More Norris-worthy defenders: 

• Victor Hedman, Lightning: There's a reason he's always in the Norris 
conversation, and this year is no exception. 

• Roman Josi, Predators: 2019-20's top rearguard is once again piling up 
the points and his efforts have Nashville in the early-season playoff 
contention conversation. 

• Cale Makar, Avalanche: He's already missed two games due to injury, 
but Makar is more than making up for lost time with his league-best 
scoring pace among defencemen (1.15 points per game through 13 
appearances) and his ability to drive play from the blue line. 

VEZINA TROPHY 

Quarter-season winner: Jack Campbell, Maple Leafs 

Based on early results, this one's shaping up to be a tough race with 
razor-thin margins. Campbell gets the edge here over his old teammate 
Frederik Andersen considering the Maple Leafs starter has not only been 
among the best goalies this season but one of the busiest. Campbell's 16 
game appearances is the most in the league, while his 904:14 total time 
on ice ranks him third. During that time, he's faced a total 444 shots 
(seventh most) and is posting otherworldly numbers including a .944 
save percentage and 1.66 goals against average -- both NHL-best marks 
among goalies with more than five starts. Put simply, Campbell has been 
excellent -- even during the times his team hasn't been. 

More goalies to WATCH: 

• Frederik Andersen, Hurricanes: Carolina's new No. 1 could easily be 
the quarter-season Vezina winner, thanks to his league-best 11 wins and 
a GAA (1.89) and SV% (.937) that have him in the top 10. 

• Jacob Markstrom, Flames: Calgary is the first team in nearly a century 
to record seven shutouts within the first 20 games of a season. 
Markstrom is responsible for five of those (in 14 starts), with backup Dan 
Vladar tallying two. 

• Igor Shesterkin, Rangers: His nine wins, .931 SV%, 2.33 GAA and one 
shutout through 13 starts has him ranked as third best in the league right 
now. And he's making it all look so easy. 

CALDER TROPHY 

Quarter-season winner: Lucas Raymond, F, Red Wings 

In 34 Swedish Hockey League games last year after being drafted fourth 
overall by Detroit in 2020, Raymond registered six goals and 18 points. 
Now 20 games into his NHL career, the 19-year-old Swede already has 
seven goals and a team-leading 19 points and is playing like a veteran 
on the Red Wings' top line. He sits atop the rookie stat sheet across all 
categories, and is on pace for greatness. 

More rookies making their mark: 

• Moritz Seider, D, Red Wings: The surprise sixth-overall selection of the 
2019 draft is making plenty of plays from Detroit's blue line... and this 
time, no one's surprised. 

• Dawson Mercer, F, Devils: Six goals and 12 points through 16 games 
so far has the rookie forward leading his team on the stat sheet. 

• Trevor Zegras, F, Ducks: With the Ducks' youth movement well 
underway, there's a lot to be excited about in Anaheim (see: Terry, Troy). 
We saw flashes of brilliance during Zegras' 24-game stint last season 
and this year it's clear he's here to stay. 

JACK ADAMS AWARD 

Quarter-season winner: Darryl Sutter, Flames 

This one's always tough. Do you give it to the (relatively) new guy? The 
winningest coach? The one overseeing an overhaul in playing style? In 
the case of Sutter in Calgary, he represents all three. You can clearly see 
the veteran bench boss's impact on this club, which lacked a real identity 
in recent seasons but now plays with a very Sutter-like style (i.e. tough to 
score on, poised, unafraid to grind you down) and it's yielding excellent 
results in the standings -- the surprising Flames are currently the best 
team in the West. Impressive. 

Coaches in control: 
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• Rod Brind'Amour, Hurricanes: Only one coach in the history of the 
award has ever claimed coach-of-the-year honours two seasons in a row 
(Detroit's Jacques Demers in 1987 and '88), but the way Brind'Amour has 
his team rolling, we could soon see that change. 

• Dallas Eakins, Ducks: Did anyone anticipate Anaheim sitting in playoff 
position at the U.S. Thanksgiving mark? Eakins's experience working 
with young players shows -- five rookies have appeared in the lineup this 
season, while more young stars are finding their footing. There's a lot to 
be excited about here. 

• Dean Evason, Wild: Sitting atop the tough Central Division, Minnesota's 
no longer looking like a surprise contender but rather a bonafide playoff 
club capable of playing a complete, well-balanced game under Evason's 
guidance. 
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TSN.CA / 'Kamikaze' Kase ignores plea from mom to be more careful 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated (optional) at Staples Center on Wednesday ahead of tonight’s 
game against the Los Angeles Kings. 

Ondrej Kase spent some time in the Leafs dressing room during the third 
period of Sunday's game in New York after blocking a Zdeno Chara shot. 
He quickly returned and, even though Toronto was in complete control up 
3-0, refused to take his foot off the gas. In the final minute of the game, 
the winger crashed into the Islanders net while driving hard on a two-on-
one rush.  

"He's like a Kamikaze fighter out there, man," said gritty winger Wayne 
Simmonds. "He does not care. He plays his heart out every single night, 
every single shift and he doesn't care if he's getting hit or doing the 
hitting." 

It's all the more remarkable when you consider Kase has a history of 
suffering concussions and played just three games last season.  

"Even though he has had injury problems he doesn't even think about it," 
Simmonds marvelled. "You know that's not even in the back of his mind. 
He's just going." 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 22, 2021 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 22, 2021 

"It's my game," Kase explained. "I'm in the game maybe sometimes 110 
per cent and try to do my best." 

Does anyone tell him to be more careful?  

"My mom," Kase said with a laugh. "Yeah, sometimes I get a bad hit or 
block the shot and my mom is squeamish every time."  

'Kamikaze' Kase ignores mom's plea to be more careful on the ice 

Ondrej Kase has scored five goals so far for the Maple Leafs, but it's his 
determination and heart that has his teammates raving about what he's 
added on the ice. Despite a lengthy injury history, Kase 'plays his heart 
out every single shift' to try and help Toronto win and his teammates 
have taken notice. 

--- 

Despite his aggressive style, Kase has played in all 20 games with the 
Leafs this season. He's played 19 on the same line as countryman and 
childhood friend David Kampf.  

"We know each other 15 years," said Kase. "We played together so long, 
every season in Czech. We have good chemistry. We practice together 
every summer." 

When the Leafs signed Kampf, Kase wanted to follow his buddy north of 
the border.  

"I signed here because I knew he was here," Kase said. "I had tough 
season last year and I needed someone and I had a good friend here."  

Simmonds recently read an article about the Czech mates and asked 
Kase, who he sits beside in the dressing room, about it.  

"I said, 'This has got to be amazing for you guys to be playing on this 
stage together,' and he had the biggest smile on his face and he said, 
'Yeah, we're having a blast.' You can tell by the way they're playing," 
Simmonds said. "They hang out together off the ice. They do everything 
together. They're like the Bobbsey Twins. They're awesome guys and 
both unbelievable players. They've added an element to our team that we 
need." 

Kase and Kampf are the key parts to a reliable checking line, which 
coach Sheldon Keefe uses for defensive-zone draws and to help 
neutralize top lines. But lately they have also started producing offence. 
Kase has four goals in the last seven games. Kampf set him up with a 
nice pass for his latest tally on Sunday.  

"They already have baked-in chemistry," Simmonds observed. "Those 
guys have a never-say-die attitude  … they literally do whatever is 
necessary for our team to win so they bring a lot of grit and they've been 
adding some offence as well."  

'Like the Bobbsey Twins': Leafs benefit from Kampf-Kase chemistry 

Ondrej Kase and David Kampf have been key to Toronto's solid start to 
the season and have been heating up offensively over the last few 
weeks. Speaking to the media on Wednesday, Wayne Simmonds 
complimented the duo's 'never say die' attitude and the elements they've 
brought to the Maple Leafs. 

Keefe mused recently that Kampf and Kase may not feel like they need 
to score but Kase, who produced a 20-goal season with Anaheim, says 
it's part of his identity.  

"I feel I need to," he said. "I play an offensive style of hockey. I feel so 
much more comfortable if I score." 

But whether the goals come or not, Keefe likes that he can trust that line 
and knows what they'll bring on a night-to-night basis.  

"It's so important," the coach said. "You’re looking for consistency in your 
team so the more guys you know … their effort's always going to be 
there, it's important." 

Keefe describes Kase as a "very low-maintenance" player. He points out 
that Kase, who's played on the power play in the past, hasn't gotten that 
role with the Leafs. Instead, they've asked him to kill penalties for the first 
time in his NHL career.  

"He hasn’t questioned it or let it effect anything," Keefe said. "Whatever 
we've asked him to do, he's embraced it."  

--- 

William Nylander is goalless in the last six games. In the last three 
games, the smooth-skating Swede has produced just two shots on net. Is 
this a moment when Nylander needs a push?  

"Yeah, a little bit," said Keefe. "Not so much a push, but you need to talk 
to him ... I actually chatted with him not long before coming here to talk to 
you guys and just reminding him of the things he needs to do and see 
what he needs from me to help him get back to that." 

Nylander's shot totals have been trending down since he produced six on 
target against the Boston Bruins on Nov. 6. Since then his shot totals 
have been five, five, four, two, two, one, zero and one.  

"He's a player that's had these swings in the past where he's really 
strong and then he dips," Keefe noted. "Frankly, most players go through 
that. It's just a matter of him getting back to moving his feet and staying 
engaged and things will happen." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Does Nylander need another push? 
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Fueled by stellar goaltending and defensive play, the Maple Leafs have 
won 11 of their last 13 games. 5-on-5 offence, however, has been tough 
to come by. William Nylander has gone quiet over the last few weeks 
with no points and only two shots in the last three games. Does he need 
another push? Mark Masters has more. 

Simmonds seems quicker this season. There's a good reason for that.  

"I actually skated a lot more with our development team," the 33-year-old 
said. "I came in two, three times a week during the summer to work with 
[former skating consultant] Barb Underhill and it helped me a lot. Not only 
Barb. Barb handled the skating aspect, but I was working with [skill 
development consultants] Denver Manderson and Nik Antropov on little 
things like protecting the puck. I kind of got away from that with all the 
injuries I had, because I spent a lot of time doing rehabbing and stuff like 
that. This summer I was able to get right back to the ice immediately and 
it worked for me."  

Despite playing the fewest minutes on the team (9:24 per game), 
Simmonds is getting chances. He's fired three shots on net in each of the 
last two games.  

"When you look at the type of scoring chances he's generated and how 
he's done it, he's protecting the puck really well," said Keefe. "Just his 
hands in general and being able to get out of tight spaces and get to the 
middle of the ice, I see some real transfer from what he was working on 
in the summer."  

"The game's changing," Simmonds said, "and the way that these guys 
play now, it's extremely fast and you don't have that much time so you 
got to figure out a way to buy yourself an extra second. Through working 
with our development team I've figured that out." 

Simmonds is often on the ice with the skill development staff before 
practices.  

"A lot of that stuff is new to him and it took him a while to get comfortable 
with it," said Keefe. "While his role is reduced, we've added more reps to 
practices, before and after for him, and I've seen a lot of transfer for him. 
It's nice to see that: his role has reduced, but his chance generation has 
increased greatly." 

According to NaturalStatTrick.com, Simmonds is second on the Leafs in 
shots per 60 minutes at 11.4. He's behind Kase, but slightly ahead of 
Auston Matthews. Last year, Simmonds registered 8.38 shots per 60 
minutes.  

But the underlying numbers haven't resulted in goals yet. In fact, 
Simmonds has gone 16 games without scoring. Has he ever had such a 
run of bad luck?  

"Probably not," he said. "In saying that, I still am getting chances so there 
is hope for me. It's up to me to bear down." 

Simmonds doesn't plan on changing anything. He's not a superstitious 
guy.  

"I don't change a thing," he said. "I've been using the same stuff for 14 
years, going through the same routine. I kind of feel like that's 
desperation when you start changing things up and that can mess with 
your mind a bit because if it doesn’t work then you're left in no-man's 
land." 

--- 

Jake Muzzin will play his first game in Los Angeles since the Kings 
traded him to the Leafs in January 2019. The defenceman was injured 
when Toronto last made a trip to California in March 2020.  

"It's going to be something different for sure," the 32-year-old said. "Kind 
of a weird situation how it all worked out, being hurt and then COVID, but 
three years later here we are. There will definitely be some feelings going 
back into that barn. We have some good memories there." 

Muzzin won a Stanley Cup with the Kings in 2014. He was honoured with 
a video tribute despite not playing during his last trip to Staples Center.  

"Getting the love from the fans was something special," he said.  

The memories have been flooding back since the Leafs landed on 
Monday.  

"Just driving around even," Muzzin said. "You spend a lot of time here. A 
lot of good memories. I grew up as a pro here. There's a lot of memories 
everywhere." 

In return for Muzzin, the Kings received winger Carl Grundstrom, the 
rights to defenceman Sean Durzi and a first-round pick in the 2019 NHL 
Draft, which would become defenceman Tobias Bjornfot.  

Durzi, who has 13 points in 16 games in the American Hockey League 
this season, will make his NHL debut on Wednesday night.  

"He's been a real good student of the game since he's been in our 
organization," said Kings coach Todd McLellan. "He's put his time in and 
done real good things as far as development goes at the American 
League level." 

'Definitely some feelings': Muzzin set for emotional first game back in LA 

Maple Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin discusses getting set to play his 
first game in Los Angeles since being traded to Toronto in 2019, and why 
he expects it to be an emotional experience playing against his former 
team Wednesday night. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Ritchie - Kampf - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Campbell starts  

Woll  

    The last Leafs game in Los Angeles went to a shootout 

    Jason Spezza ready if needed tonight (just ask Joseph Woll) 
pic.twitter.com/UNmNcDSvnI 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 24, 2021 
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TSN.CA / At quarter-season mark, Flames winning in different ways atop 
Western Conference 

 

Salim Valji 

 

On Tuesday night, Calgary Flames forward Milan Lucic helped seal the 
Calgary Flames victory by holding off Chicago Blackhawks forward 
Dominik Kubalik as a Trevor Lewis clearing attempt veered towards the 
‘Hawks empty net. 

The puck eventually made its way in – Lewis playing the role of sniper 
and Lucic, he joked afterwards, of curler. 

“Sweeper, to make sure it was going in because I knew one of their guys 
was coming back,” Lucic joked afterwards. 

Lucic, Lewis, and fellow fourth liner Brad Richardson – all Stanley Cup 
winners and former Kings coached by Darryl Sutter in Los Angeles – 
combined for three points in the 5-2 Flames victory, their fourth straight. 

“They were great,” Matthew Tkachuk said. “Big goal for us (from Lucic) in 
the first when it was 1-1 and they had some momentum from their tying 
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goal. It got us momentum back when we needed it. People don’t realize 
how big those goals are when you can put a team away when their goalie 
is pulled. The past couple years it seemed we never got those and kept 
teams in it until the end. It stresses us out a little bit.” 

At the quarter-season mark, the Flames (12-3-5) sit in first place in the 
Western Conference with 29 points heading into Wednesday’s action and 
are in the midst of their best start since 2001-02. Calgary has relied on its 
entire lineup and are winning in different ways every night. 

Their performance on Tuesday, their ninth game in 15 days, was 
markedly different than their 4-0 shutout victory over the Bruins in Boston 
on Sunday, when backup goalie Dan Vladar stopped all 28 shots he 
faced against his former team.  

“It kind of took me a while to get into the game but as we moved forward, 
I started to feel better and better,” Vladar said afterward. 

Goaltending heroics are becoming almost routine for the Flames this 
season.  

The Flames are the first team in modern NHL history to post seven 
shutouts through their first 19 games. Among the 29 goalies who have 
played in at least 10 games, Markstrom is first in shutouts (5), and 
second in both save percentage (.940) and goals-against average (1.73). 

“We need structure,” Sutter surmised after the Boston victory. “We need 
to have a way to win.” 

A day before their victory at the TD Garden, it was Andrew Mangiapane 
who potted two goals in the New York Islanders’ opening game of their 
new UBS Arena, a 5-2 win for Calgary. His 15 tallies are second in the 
league, trailing only Edmonton Oilers star forward Leon Draisaitl – 
despite playing fewer even-strength minutes per game than several 
Flames forwards. 

“I always go back to confidence,” the 25-year-old Toronto native said.  

“Playing in this league, you’ve got to have confidence to make plays and 
confidence in yourself. When I first came in, I was a little shy and didn’t 
want to make a mistake, but as the seasons go along, you just go out 
there and play your game.” 

For several of the Flames’ 12 wins so far in 2021-22, star forward Johnny 
Gaudreau has been the focal point.  

His line with Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm can transition out of the 
defensive zone quickly and frequently hem opponents in the offensive 
zone. Thus far, they have only been scored against once at five-on-five – 
a testament to how they’ve controlled play after Sutter first put them 
together to play out the stretch in the spring. 

“They’re two really smart, skilled players,” Gaudreau, who’s currently 
fourth in league scoring, said of his linemates. 

“They see the ice so well. They make plays in the offensive zone and on 
the blueline when the play might not be there and, when the play might 
not be there and the play is to dump it in, they can make a skill play to 
turn it into a two-on-one or a little odd-man rush…obviously [Lindholm] is 
pretty good [in the defensive zone].” 

The Flames blueliners have also made their presence felt on most nights.  

Paired with the steady Chris Tanev, Oliver Kylington has burst onto the 
scene and provided a skating and puck-moving presence comparable to 
former captain Mark Giordano – now with the Kraken in Seattle – while 
Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin have become a reliable pairing. 
Combined, Andersson and Hanifin have been on the ice for 38 goals for 
and just nine against at five-on-five, while Kylington’s 12 even-strength 
points lead all NHL blueliners. 

On paper, the Flames have overcome the toughest part of their schedule. 
With three quarters of their season left, they look poised to continue as 
the most surprising team of the season. 

“There wasn’t much left there,” Sutter said after the win over Chicago on 
Tuesday evening. 

“Those are the ones where you’ve just got to know how to win…we were 
gone the whole time in the Eastern time zone. You get home in the 

middle of the night and have to play this game. It’s almost not fair, but 
give the players credit.” 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada policies raise concerns of SafeSport experts 
after Beach revelations 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Gymnastics Canada has temporarily suspended or permanently banned 
22 coaches, staff and athletes following abuse and harassment 
complaints. Skate Canada has banned eight coaches for life and 
suspended another six coaches pending investigations, while Swimming 
Canada says it has issued 15 suspensions related to abuse since 2013 
when it began collecting such data. 

How many coaches, staff and athletes has Hockey Canada sidelined for 
inappropriate conduct? That’s confidential, the organization says. 

The hockey world has been shaken to its core in the days since former 
Chicago Blackhawk Kyle Beach shared in an interview with TSN how his 
life was devastated after he was allegedly sexually abused in 2010 by 
former Blackhawk video coach Brad Aldrich. 

Blackhawks officials at the time covered up the allegations of assault 
because the National Hockey League team was in the midst of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs and such an incident might have been a distraction 
if it became public, an investigation into Beach’s allegation concluded. 

Eleven years after the alleged assault and six months after he filed a 
lawsuit against the Blackhawks, Beach’s revelations are prompting 
renewed scrutiny of how sports organizations navigate abuse allegations. 

The subject of how organizations establish policies and procedures to try 
to prevent abuse and ensure claims are properly investigated is often 
referred to as SafeSport. Experts who specialize in the issue of athlete 
maltreatment and abuse say they are particularly concerned with the 
procedures and policies of Hockey Canada, the richest and most 
powerful amateur sports federation in the country. 

“The best way forward, particularly to tell other survivors that they are not 
alone, is to be open and honest about this,” said former NHL player 
Sheldon Kennedy, who was abused by his former junior hockey coach 
Graham James in the late 1980s and is now an advocate for abuse 
survivors. “When someone comes and knocks on your door asking about 
the number of abuse cases you have had and how you’ve handled them, 
give the information up. Be transparent. 

“In hockey, we’re tracking and publishing everything now – how fast the 
puck and players travel on the ice, ice time for players, absolutely 
everything. But we’re not going to track and disclose this important 
information? This kind of secrecy explains how coaches who are abusive 
are allowed to quietly resign and avoid detection, moving dozens of times 
around the country, still able to pass a criminal background check 
wherever they go.” 

Hockey Canada refuses to disclose the number of abuse complaints it 
receives and investigates even though many other national sports 
organizations do so. 

Spokesman Dominick Saillant wrote in an emailed statement to TSN that 
statistics about abuse complaints and sanctions are confidential, 
managed by provincial hockey federations, and not uniformly available. 

"An aggregate number of complaints nationally is not available as 
members and minor hockey associations often handle less severe 
maltreatment allegations without engaging Hockey Canada," Saillant 
wrote.  

Kennedy and Peter Donnelly, a professor emeritus of sport policy and 
politics at the University of Toronto, said national sport organizations 
should provide data annually in their annual reports about abuse 
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complaints and how they are resolved. The national organizations should 
also require that their provincial partners do the same thing, Donnelly 
said. 

Judo Canada was the only national sport organization among 39 
contacted by TSN that reported it demands provincial partners to share 
details of abuse complaints with the national office. Baseball Canada 
refused to answer any questions about its abuse prevention policies. 

“If you don’t collect and release this information, if you’re not transparent 
about it, you and your members across the country have no idea if there 
are any hot spots in the system,” said Donnelly, who has studied the 
subject of abuse in sports for decades. “If you’re not doing this, you can’t 
say with confidence that you have any idea whether there are problems 
in your system with racist or psychologically abusive coaches.” 

While Hockey Canada has commissioned outside organizations to 
conduct independent investigations, complaints of abuse are received 
and screened by the association’s insurance and risk management 
group, which is led by senior vice-president Glen McCurdie. 

“Our protocol is that any allegation of maltreatment that may result in 
legal action is immediately reported to our insurers and an independent 
investigation is conducted,” Saillant wrote in an email. “Hockey Canada 
uses several independent firms to investigate such allegations, including 
law firms when the situation warrants.” 

Hockey Canada sends complaints to those firms, however, after they are 
screened by McCurdie’s group. 

“An independent, third party is the best way to handle complaints, 
period,” said Sandra Kirby, a former Canadian Olympic rower who now 
researches sexual abuse and harassment as a professor at the 
University of Winnipeg. “When you have a system like Hockey Canada 
has, where an employee is the gatekeeper of complaints, we have no 
idea how many legitimate complaints do not see the light of day. This 
‘Just trust us’ approach will actually discourage people from bringing 
forward their concerns or complaints.” 

Saillant did not identify which companies Hockey Canada and its insurer, 
BFL Canada, use for investigations. 

Other Canadian amateur sports organizations commission independent 
third parties to both accept and investigate credible abuse claims. 
Complaints to Swim Canada, for instance, are received by WhistleBlower 
Security Inc. in Vancouver, while Alpine Canada directs complainants to 
ITP Sport and Recreation in Ottawa. 

Athletics Canada relies on an independent commissioner’s office 
established in 2015. Three commissioners – the current ones include an 
active lawyer, a retired Ontario judge and a retired RCMP officer – are 
paid about $200 an hour by the national association to handle the intake 
of abuse complaints. The commissioners, not Athletics Canada staff, 
decide whether to commission investigations into complaints. 

“We do it to be above the fray, to be transparent, to build a level of trust,” 
said Athletics Canada chief executive Dave Bedford. “On balance, I’m 
pleased with how it works.” 

Hugh Fraser, who retired as an Ontario judge in 2015 before working as 
an Athletics Canada. commissioner, said in an interview that roughly six 
abuse complaints are received every year. The average investigation 
takes about six months, he said. 

The system, to be sure, is not perfect. As an example, five abuse 
complaints have been filed with Athletics Canada over the past two years 
by student athletes at Canadian universities. Those students told the 
federation they filed complaints because their schools did not take their 
complaints seriously, Bedford said. 

Trouble was, because the university track and field coaches were not 
members of Athletics Canada, there was nothing the federation could do 
to investigate and sanction the coaches. 

The U.S. Center for SafeSport was founded in 2017 by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee (USOC). Now independent of the USOC, the centre 
investigates allegations of sexual misconduct for sports that fall under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee. 

The non-profit centre, which has a backlog of cases, also posts a public 
registry of coaches and other individuals who have been suspended or 
expelled. Seven coaches affiliated with USA Hockey have been 
sanctioned this month alone for violations that include sexual misconduct 
and having an intimate relationship with a minor, according to the 
website. 

In Canada, a growing number of national and provincial organizations are 
following suit. Gymnastics Canada began publishing the identities of 
coaches and other individuals sanctioned for misconduct in 2019. 

Kirby said USA Swimming has been a pioneer in disclosing the names of 
suspended or ineligible coaches, staff and athletes. 

USA Swimming’s website details the suspension date for sanctioned 
individuals, the code of conduct section they have breached, and 
additional information about the reason for their suspensions. 

Hockey Canada does not publish the names of any individuals who have 
been sanctioned. 

“We can’t comment on decisions made by other organizations,” Saillant 
wrote. “Hockey Canada has supported the SafeSport movement from the 
outset… In terms of any specific reports relating to maltreatment 
allegations, those reports often contain confidential and private 
information on the victims, so they would not be made public.” 

Kennedy, whose Calgary-based company Respect Group Inc. uses 
online modules to educate coaches, staff and athletes about SafeSport 
issues, said he hopes Hockey Canada will reconsider its disclosure 
policy. 

“There are great and wonderful words being said, but at the end of the 
day what action is taking place to keep young athletes as safe as 
possible?” Kennedy said. “The response needs to be different. We need 
to have full transparency. It’s a must.”  

Saillant wrote that abuse survivors who have pursued a claim against 
Hockey Canada are free to share their stories publicly. 

“As is common when legal matters are resolved, the terms of settlement 
often include a non-disclosure clause,” he wrote. “In maltreatment cases 
involving abuse, the victims and alleged victims are certainly free to 
discuss their individual circumstances and other cases; they are 
generally limited however on speaking about any financial terms of the 
settlement.” 

Accountability for the policies and transparency of national sports 
organizations extends to the federal government, which provides funding 
to organizations such as Hockey Canada. 

From 2008-09 to 2017-18, Hockey Canada received $34.8 million in 
federal government funding through the Department of Canadian 
Heritage’s sport support program, and another $3 million via its event 
hosting program, according to government data obtained through a 
freedom of information request. 

“When in doubt, follow the money,” Kirby said. “Sport Canada [a federal 
body created to distribute money and support to athletes] could demand 
compliance if it chose to.” 

Pascale St-Onge, Canada’s minister for sport, was unavailable for 
comment, a spokeswoman said. 

Daniel Savoie, a spokesman for the Department of Canadian Heritage, 
wrote in a statement to TSN that national sports organizations must have 
a policy on harassment, abuse and discrimination and offer mandatory 
training on those issues to be eligible for federal government funding. 
The spokesman wrote that organizations must also provide athletes, 
coaches, staff and volunteers with access to an independent third-party 
to receive and manage complaints of harassment and abuse. 

“Funded organizations do not have the option of internally managing 
allegations of harassment and abuse,” Savoie wrote. 

He wrote in a follow-up email that Sport Canada has not withheld funding 
from a national sport organization for these reasons. 

“The decision to withhold funding must be taken very seriously after 
careful consideration, as it could have negative impacts on the 
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programming and activities of an organization, and most importantly, on 
the careers of athletes and coaches,” Savoie wrote. 

Savoie wrote that Hockey Canada is compliant with Sport Canada 
funding requirements. 

In March 2019, the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada 
(SDRCC), a Montreal-based dispute-resolution body for sports that 
receives federal funding, started the Canadian Sport Helpline, a toll-free 
hotline funded by Sport Canada that’s open 12 hours a day to provide 
advice and direction to people who want to file abuse complaints. The 
hotline received 1,004 calls, emails and text messages in the year ended 
March 31, 2021, according to the SDRCC. 

Hockey Canada has a "button" promoting the hotline on its website and 
when complainants call that hotline to report hockey-related abuse, they 
are referred to two independent third parties suggested by Hockey 
Canada, Saillant wrote. 

However, when TSN contacted the helpline on Monday to ask how an 
abuse complaint can be made, an employee did not offer contact 
information for third parties but instead suggested reviewing Hockey 
Canada’s website and contacting Hockey Canada directly. 

Scrutiny of Canada’s sports organizations comes at a time of change. 

The Canadian government announced in July it would provide $2.1 
million worth of funding to the SDRCC to create the Office of the Sport 
Integrity Commissioner, a new abuse reporting and investigation office 
that would be available to national and provincial sports organizations. 
The program, designed to initially receive complaints only about national 
team level matters, would allow federations to offload the responsibility of 
receiving abuse complaints and investigating them. 

There are, however, concerns about the new office. Three officials with 
Canadian national sport organizations said they are worried about the 
SDRCC accepting and investigating abuse complaints and also 
navigating appeals in the same cases. Case work for the complaints and 
appeals must be kept separate to ensure impartiality, the officials said. 

SDRCC chief executive Marie-Claude Asselin said in an interview that 
the centre already adjudicates hearings for doping cases involving 
Canadian university athletes, as well as appeals in those cases. 

“We’re already more independent than some of the NSOs (National 
Sports Organizations) doing their own investigations,” Asselin said. 

There are also questions about whether the new sport integrity 
commissioner’s office will have enough government funding to 
investigate historical abuse complaints dating back before 2020, when 
national sport organizations began endorsing Sport Canada’s universal 
code of conduct. 

Canada Soccer has said it will enroll in the SDRCC program, which is 
scheduled to begin in March 2022. Athletics Canada and Hockey Canada 
are among those organizations who say they are awaiting more details. 
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