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Gold: Canes road trip coming to an end in Philadelphia 

By Adam Gold 

If you think the Carolina Hurricanes are having trouble 
scoring goals… 

The Philadelphia Flyers have it worse, way worse. Way, way, 
way worse. At least the Hurricanes are continuing to win the 
majority of their games through their offensive lull that has 
seen them average 2.45 goals per game in their last 11. 7-3-
1 is a pretty good result considering. 

The Flyers, however, have scored just a dozen goals in their 
last 8 and are 2-4-2 and in 6th place in the Metropolitan 
Division. And, when you consider that they’ve allowed 25 
goals in that span, it’s a minor miracle that they didn’t lose all 
eight. We’ll get to the reason for that in a moment. 

Much like Carolina, who has several players wandering in a 
goal-scoring desert looking for an oasis, Philadelphia’s 
expected sources of offense have gone missing. Sean 
Couturier has no goals and just 1 assist in his last 8 games. 
James van Riemsdyk has 1 goal in his last 12. Travis 
Konecny, 1 in his last 9. 

Meanwhile, Ivan Provorov, Travis Sanheim and Kieth Yandle 
have combined for 1 goal on the season. It doesn’t help that 
off-season acquisition Ryan Ellis has only played in 4 games 
(1g, 4a) as he was supposed to help bring a scoring punch to 
the back end, but the lack of offensive contribution from the 
blue line has been a big disappointment on Broad Street. 

Now to the best of the Philadelphia story. Goaltending. Were 
it not for Carter Hart and Martin Jones the Flyers would be 
100% lost. Hart, who stoned the Hurricanes two weeks ago 
in Raleigh in a 39-save effort, has a save percentage of .928. 
Jones’ is merely .927.  According to Hockey-Reference.com, 
Philadelphia’s goalies have been worth 4.5 points -- basically 
2 wins -- through their first 20 games.  Carolina, which has 
also received outstanding goaltending, is at 3.9. 

Oh, and Philly is also allowing a league high 34.8 shots on 
goal. 

Svech marks 

Carolina’s goal-scoring drought is miniscule compared to 
Philadelphia’s, but there is an alarming nature to the 
problem. Andrei Svechnikov got off to a blazing start with 7 
goals in his first 7 games. In his last 11, nothing. Bupkis. 
He’s still playing well and has 8 assists in this stretch to 
maintain his team scoring lead with 19 points, one ahead of 
Sebastian Aho’s 18. But, Andrei can’t not be a goal-scorer. 
His 29 shots on goal in these last 11 probably need to be a 
bit higher. 

Then there’s the issue of Andrei and the penalty box. The 
roughing-fighting combo left Svechnikov sitting for 7 of the 
last 10 minutes of Wednesday’s loss in Seattle. His 35 PIM 
this year is tied for 5th in the league! Andrei is a great player, 
but it does your team no good if you’re not able to play 
because of a lack of discipline. 

Until this point, you might have argued that Svechnikov was 
Carolina's best player against Seattle. He had 4 shots on 
goal, 4 other attempts and 3 hits. But, this was a self-inflicted 
wound and it iced him for the next seven minutes.  

Other offensive droughts…. 

Jordan Staal, 0 goals in 11 games. 

Jesper Fast, 0 goals in 8 games. 

Teuvo Teravainen, 0 goals in 7 games. 

Niino Niederreiter, 0 goals in his last 6 games (he missed 6 
w/injury). 

Vincent Trocheck, 1 goal in his last 8 games. 

Jaccob Slavin, 0 goals. 

Last time… 

Philadelphia beat the Hurricanes, 2-1, in Raleigh on 
November 12, the first home loss for the Canes this year, 
thanks to a 39-save performance from Hart. Carolina 
registered 20 high danger scoring chances in the game and 
had an expected goals scored of nearly 5 (!), yet only 
squeezed one past Philly’s netminder. The Flyers scored 
twice in the 3rd period for the win with the eventual game-
winner coming via a Zach MacEwen deflection of a Justin 
Braun point shot. 

The Flyers have played five 2-1 games this year, winning 4 
of them. Carolina has played six games in their last 11 that 
ended in a 2-1 score, going 3-2-1 in those contests. 

The only personnel issue for the Canes is Ethan Bear who 
remains in the NHL’s Covid-19 protocol. He tested positive 
before their game against the Sharks and remains in the 
hotel in San Jose. Philadelphia will be without Ellis and 
center Kevin Hayes today. 

The line: Carolina -150, O/U: 5.5 goals 

Storm Watch starring Alec Campbell begins at 3:00 on 99.9 
the Fan. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy follow with the call 
of the game just after 3:30. Don’t forget to follow the Canes 
Corner Podcast wherever you get you podcasts. A new 
episode drops the #MorningAfter every Hurricanes game.
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Carolina wraps up six-game trip this afternoon in 
Philadelphia 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes have finally 
reached the last battle of their current six-game road trip, 
meeting the Philadelphia Flyers this afternoon. 

When: Friday, November 26, 3:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 14-3-1 (29 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 2-1 Loss to the Seattle Kraken on 
Wednesday, November 25. 

Flyers Record: 8-6-4 (20 Points, 6th - Metropolitan Division) 

Flyers Last Game: 2-1 Overtime Loss to the Florida Panthers 
on Wednesday, November 25. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Finish Strong: The trip that began with the crew leaving 
Raleigh last Monday finally comes to a close today. The 
swing started strong for the group, earning wins in Vegas, 
Anaheim and Los Angeles, before leaving San Jose with just 
one point and then Seattle empty-handed. The team will 
hope to have a happy plane ride back to North Carolina 
before an off day tomorrow. 

Get It Back: Today's meeting with Philadelphia is the first 
occasion of the season where the Canes will play an 
opponent that they've lost to already. Exactly two weeks ago 
the Flyers came to PNC Arena and backed by a 39-save 
effort from Carter Hart in net, they left town with a 2-1 victory. 
Steven Lorentz scored the lone goal in the contest for 
Carolina. 

Finding A Way: In each of the last two games the Hurricanes 
have scored just one goal. Monday night in San Jose the 
Sharks got a strong performance from James Reimer, who 
stopped 22 out of 23. Even more impressive though, the 
defense in front of him blocked 23 shots. Wednesday night 
the team nearly doubled the Kraken in shots as the game 
went on, but Philipp Grubauer was the star of the contest, 
making 35 saves on 36 shots. Post-game Wednesday Head 
Coach Rod Brind'Amour gave credit to Grubauer, but also 
said that his team didn't capitalize. While defense and 
goaltending have been the strongest of departments for the 
team thus far this season, the team was averaging 3.5 goals-
per-game at the start of the week. Now they'll hope to get 
back to that sort of production today. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen needs one goal to reach 
100 in his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters today.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhl.com/player/steven-lorentz-8478904
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Flyers face the Hurricanes on 4-game slide 

Philadelphia; Friday, 3:30 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Flyers +116, Hurricanes -
139; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Philadelphia looks to end its four-game 
losing streak with a win over Carolina. 

The Flyers are 3-4-3 in conference matchups. Philadelphia 
averages 9.3 penalty minutes per game, the seventh-most in 
the Eastern Conference. Nate Thompson leads the team 
serving 29 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 2-1-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina ranks fourth in the Eastern Conference averaging 
5.6 assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.7. 

Philadelphia defeated Carolina 2-1 in the last meeting 
between these teams on Nov. 12. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Claude Giroux leads the Flyers with 
16 points, scoring seven goals and collecting nine assists. 
Ivan Provorov has four assists over the last 10 games for 
Philadelphia. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 19 total points while scoring seven 
goals and totaling 12 assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis 
has four goals and one assist over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Flyers: 3-4-3, averaging 1.6 goals, 2.4 
assists, 3.3 penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.7 goals per game with a .925 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.5 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.8 
penalties and 8.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game with a .919 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Flyers: Patrick Brown: out (thumb), Ryan Ellis: 
out (lower-body), Derick Brassard: day to day (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Ethan Bear: out (health protocols).
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NHL U.S. defenseman rankings tiers: Why Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy are in an elite class 

By Greg Wyshynski  

With the 2022 Winter Olympics fast approaching and NHL 
players still on track to participate, excitement is growing for 
American fans. 

(Not over Team USA's new sweaters, unless Patrick Kane 
will be playing rugby in Beijing. But USA Hockey has 
answered the nagging question of what the men's national 
team would look like if Mike Ditka designed the jerseys.) 

Auston Matthews, 
which is great, although not "Canada great," considering our 
friends from the North could have Connor McDavid or 
Nathan MacKinnon playing on their second line. 

But the most fascinating part of the potential Team USA 
roster is the defense, because the growth of that position in 
this hockey nation has itself been fascinating. 

The country has produced Hall of Fame defensemen like Phil 
Housley, Brian Leetch, Chris Chelios and Mark Howe. The 
current crop has the potential to yield a few more. 

Here's a look at the state of American defensemen, taking 
into account recent history and their starts to the season. 
We've ranked them in tiers according to our own 
observations and with input from those we informally polled, 
including Chelios, now an ESPN studio analyst. 

The elite 

Adam Fox, New York Rangers 
Charlie McAvoy, Boston Bruins 

They're the consensus top two American-born defensemen 
in the NHL today. Fox, 23, has 107 points in his first 143 
NHL games with the Rangers, winning the Norris Trophy last 
season. McAvoy, 23, is still looking for his awards 
breakthrough, but with 134 points in 250 games and a 200-
foot game, he's the next in the great tradition of outstanding 
Bruins defensemen. 

The main differences between the two: Fox has been an ace 
on the power play, with 6.38 points per 60 minutes with the 
man advantage. McAvoy (4.05) is no slouch, and he finally 
has been given the keys to the Bruins' power play and has 
excelled (7.87 this season). McAvoy also gets credit for 
being a stouter defender in his own zone. 

"McAvoy has the best overall game. You can put him on the 
No. 1 power play, the penalty kill, he can play a physical 
game against physical players and can play the speed game 
against the faster players," said one NHL veteran. "Fox is a 
very good player in the offensive zone. He's a heck of a 
defenseman. But if he's going against a physical player in 
the corners, he might not come up with that puck as often as 
McAvoy would." 

The divisive ones 

John Carlson, Washington Capitals 
Seth Jones, Chicago Blackhawks 

Perhaps having a name that sounds like "Karlsson" means 
dominating offensively but getting dragged for defensive 
deficiencies. No American-born defenseman has more points 
(349) since 2014-15 than the 31-year-old Carlson, whose 
passing acumen has helped power the Capitals at even 
strength and on their deadly power play. But his only Norris 
Trophy nomination was in 2019-20, when he was the runner-
up. The winner that season, Roman Josi, was seen to have a 
more "complete" all-around game. Despite 75 points in 69 
games, Carlson couldn't overcome that perception. 

Jones, 27, has represented one of the widest gaps between 
the analytics community and the NHL's "eye test" dogma for 
a few seasons, to the point where it's become a study in and 
of itself. 

"Players like Jones force us to consider the ways that flashy 
displays of talent do not necessarily translate to macro-level 
on-ice results; how a player can be really good at certain 
very visible things but quietly ineffective in other areas," 
noted the analytics writer JFresh. 

Jones is having a bounce-back campaign with the 
Blackhawks, after a tough start. "He likes to get up the ice 
and lead the play. He's settled down quite a bit from the 
beginning of the year. He's playing a lot smarter," Chelios 
said. 

Former Blackhawks general manager Stan Bowman 
committed eight years, $76 million and full no-move 
protection to Jones in a contract that starts next season. That 
salary did little to help bridge the perception gap. One NHL 
veteran we spoke with believed that Jones is actually a 
better defenseman than Adam Fox, but that his contract with 
the Blackhawks obscures that. 

"He's a really good defenseman, but not at $9.5 million 
[against the cap]," he said. 

The expected Olympians 

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks 
Jaccob Slavin, Carolina Hurricanes 
Zach Werenski, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Jones has already been named to the U.S. Olympic men's 
hockey team for the Beijing Games in 2022. It's assumed 
that Fox and McAvoy will join him. Carlson played in Sochi 
and is one of the youngest of the old guard, so he's expected 
to be there, too. 

Three other spots could go to these three defensemen. 
Hughes, 22, is an instant-offense player with speed and 
creativity, although his defensive game is still coming along. 

https://twitter.com/wyshynski/status/1463532292224266247?s=20
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3735/patrick-kane
https://twitter.com/sportslogosnet/status/1463533061879046146?s=20
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4024123/auston-matthews
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3895074/connor-mcdavid
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3041969/nathan-mackinnon
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/389/phil-housley
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/389/phil-housley
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/529/brian-leetch
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/151/chris-chelios
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4675/mark-howe
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4197146/adam-fox
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nyr/new-york-rangers
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3988803/charlie-mcavoy
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/bos/boston-bruins
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5118/john-carlson
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/wsh/washington-capitals
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3041992/seth-jones
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/chi/chicago-blackhawks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5436/roman-josi
https://jfresh.substack.com/p/is-seth-jones-actually-elite
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4197146/adam-fox
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4320548/quinn-hughes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/van/vancouver-canucks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3069836/jaccob-slavin
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/car/carolina-hurricanes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3899972/zach-werenski
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/cbj/columbus-blue-jackets
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Chelios said he likes everything about Hughes but his size, 
as he's listed at 5-foot-10. "He's not a hard guy to play 
against in D-zone, but he's great with the puck. He's got 
unbelievable skill," he said. 

Slavin, 27, graduated from annual "most underrated player" 
lists to become one of the NHL's most respected defensive 
defensemen, and the perfect complement for players like 
Hughes and Carlson. "He's awesome," said one NHL 
veteran of Slavin. "If you're looking for an all-around guy you 
can throw out there in all situations, then Jaccob Slavin is my 
guy." 

Werenski has emerged from the shadow that Seth Jones 
cast as his partner in Columbus. The 24-year-old signed a 
long-term deal with the Blue Jackets, and had 13 points 
through 16 games for them to start the season. 

Chelios pushed back on the idea that Werenski was 
overshadowed by Jones. "I would say the opposite. I think 
he's a more complete defenseman," he said. "I'm a big fan of 
him. Size, strength. He's good in every aspect." 

The old guard 

Justin Faulk, St. Louis Blues 
Erik Johnson, Colorado Avalanche 
Alec Martinez, Vegas Golden Knights 
Ryan McDonagh, Tampa Bay Lightning 
Kevin Shattenkirk, Anaheim Ducks 
Ryan Suter, Dallas Stars 
Keith Yandle, Philadelphia Flyers 

Some of these names were synonymous with U.S.-born 
defensemen in the past decade, and a few are proving to 
have a bit more left in the tank. 

Suter (36), Johnson (33), McDonagh (32) and Shattenkirk 
(32) are all previous Olympians. Of the four, Shattenkirk has 
arguably had the best 2021-22 season, with 14 points in 19 
games with the surprising Ducks. Martinez, 34, has gained 
newfound respect since joining the Golden Knights, after 
being an overlooked performer with the Kings. Yandle, 35, 
isn't the offensive powerhouse he once was, but is closing in 
on Doug Jarvis' NHL ironman streak record (964 games), 
having played in 939 straight as of Wednesday. 

Faulk is the youngest of the "old guard" at 29 years old. It 
only seems like he's been around forever because he started 
with the Hurricanes as a 19-year-old rookie in 2011. He has 
been the embodiment of "solid but unspectacular" for St. 
Louis. 

The regression squad 

Jakob Chychrun, Arizona Coyotes 
Matt Grzelcyk, Boston Bruins 
Jeff Petry, Montreal Canadiens 
Mike Reilly, Boston Bruins 
Brady Skjei, Carolina Hurricanes 

Chychrun, 23, has dual citizenship and has represented 
Canada internationally but was born in Florida. With four 
points in his past five games, he's starting to pick up the 
pace offensively, but he has a long way to go: A player who 
quietly built a Norris Trophy case last season started this 

campaign with five points in 19 games, potentially dashing 
his Team Canada Olympic hopes. 

Petry, 33, has suffered an even steeper decline. He had four 
straight seasons with at least 40 points playing for the 
Canadiens. This season, he tallied two points in his first 20 
games, which is a big yikes. 

Chelios said the absence of Carey Price so far this season 
has impacted Petry. "When you've got a good goalie behind 
you, it bails you out. I've been in that position a lot in my 
career. But I still like [Petry] a lot," he said. 

Grzelcyk, 27, has struggled to fulfill the promise of his 
potential. Grzelcyk had two points in his first 15 games this 
season after posting 20 points in 37 games last season. A 
decrease in power-play time can carry some of that blame. 

Skjei, 27, has four points in 17 games, but some of his 
underlying numbers are both underwhelming relative to his 
teammates and continue a two-year dive into below-average 
play. 

Reilly, 28, went from being one of the best-kept secrets in 
the league with Montreal and Ottawa to a solid contributor for 
the Bruins last season, who kicked him a new three-year 
deal in the offseason. But it hasn't been the best start for 
him, as the Bruins made him a healthy scratch on a couple of 
occasions. After being one of the better defensemen in puck 
retrieval for them, "he's leaving some of that dirty work to his 
partner too often when it's his turn," said coach Bruce 
Cassidy. 

The resurgent squad 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona Coyotes 
Cam Fowler, Anaheim Ducks 
Noah Hanifin, Calgary Flames 
Nick Jensen, Washington Capitals 
John Marino, Pittsburgh Penguins 
Torey Krug, St. Louis Blues 
Nate Schmidt, Winnipeg Jets 

It took a season, but Krug looks like Krug again. Leaving 
Boston to ostensibly replace Alex Pietrangelo in St. Louis 
was a tough transition, but he's playing improved defense 
and is on his way to generating a great portion of points on 
the power play, where he was extremely effective in Boston. 

Fowler, 29, is off to a great start offensively (13 points in 19 
games) after a couple of middling scoring campaigns for the 
Ducks. 

Marino, 24, has been unable to build on an outstanding 
rookie season (2019-20), but he has shown signs early this 
season that he might be bouncing back from his sophomore 
slump. Hanifin, 24, has also rebounded from a couple of 
rough campaigns, with better possession numbers under 
coach Darryl Sutter, which is to be expected. He's got 
something good going with partner Rasmus Andersson. 

A couple of players just needed new addresses. Schmidt, 30, 
has wiped off the stink from his ill-fated stint with the 
Vancouver Canucks and has helped steady the game of 
Josh Morrissey in Winnipeg. And how about that Ghost Bear 
with the Coyotes, huh? Gostisbehere is currently posting his 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3041992/seth-jones
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5746/justin-faulk
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/stl/st-louis-blues
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3649/erik-johnson
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/col/colorado-avalanche
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3927/alec-martinez
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/vgk/vegas-golden-knights
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4954/ryan-mcdonagh
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/tb/tampa-bay-lightning
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5008/kevin-shattenkirk
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/ana/anaheim-ducks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3047/ryan-suter
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/dal/dallas-stars
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3330/keith-yandle
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/phi/philadelphia-flyers
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4024950/jakob-chychrun
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/ari/arizona-coyotes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3069448/matt-grzelcyk
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/bos/boston-bruins
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5407/jeff-petry
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/mtl/montreal-canadiens
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3024796/mike-reilly
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/bos/boston-bruins
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/2976856/brady-skjei
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/car/carolina-hurricanes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3231/carey-price
https://theathletic.com/2955814/2021/11/15/middling-bruins-send-a-clear-signal-with-their-latest-roster-and-coaching-moves-its-time-for-results/
https://theathletic.com/2955814/2021/11/15/middling-bruins-send-a-clear-signal-with-their-latest-roster-and-coaching-moves-its-time-for-results/
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3025662/shayne-gostisbehere
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/ari/arizona-coyotes
http://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5495/cam-fowler
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/ana/anaheim-ducks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3652964/noah-hanifin
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/cgy/calgary-flames
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3025608/nick-jensen
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/wsh/washington-capitals
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3941974/john-marino
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/pit/pittsburgh-penguins
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/2952729/torey-krug
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/stl/st-louis-blues
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3024798/nate-schmidt
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/wpg/winnipeg-jets
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4013/alex-pietrangelo
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3904186/rasmus-andersson
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/van/vancouver-canucks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3042016/josh-morrissey
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highest points-per-60 minutes average (2.1) since the 2017-
18 season with the Flyers. 

Jensen, meanwhile, has seen his ice time jump by nearly two 
minutes with the Capitals as Dmitry Orlov's primary partner. 
The 31-year-old is fourth in the league among defensemen 
at 5.5 goals scored above average. 

The underrated 

Brandon Carlo, Boston Bruins 
Nick Leddy, Detroit Red Wings 
Ryan Lindgren, New York Rangers 
Brett Pesce, Carolina Hurricanes 
Neal Pionk, Winnipeg Jets 

With Slavin having graduated off the "underrated" list, he has 
symbolically passed the torch to his teammate Pesce. The 
27-year-old can contribute offensively and play steady on 
defense, and has been mentioned as being on a long list for 
the Olympics. 

Pionk, 26, plays a solid blue-collar game for the Jets. He had 
breakout offensive seasons from 2019-20 to 2020-21, yet still 
hasn't landed on many radar screens as a Winnipeg 
defenseman. But his underlying numbers are strong and he 
can play in all phases of the game. 

The Islanders could certainly still use Leddy, who was a 
steadying regular-season presence for them since 2015. But 
the salary cap dictated his move to the Red Wings, where he 
has been a good veteran partner to Filip Hronek and Moritz 
Seider this season. 

Lindgren, 24, has been one of the secrets to Adam Fox's 
success in the NHL, pairing perfectly with the Norris winner. 
He's solid in his defensive role and not a bad skater himself, 
either. 

The unbalanced 

Tony DeAngelo, Carolina Hurricanes 
Connor Murphy, Chicago Blackhawks 
Jacob Trouba, New York Rangers 

All three of these players cannot claim to have great all-
around games, even if they have some great facets to their 
games. 

Trouba, 27, was an average defenseman with some 
outstanding offensive potential with the Jets. In his two 
previous seasons with the Rangers, he didn't fulfill that 
potential offensively. His underlying numbers are promising 
at the start of this season, and he had seven points through 
his first 18 games. 

Murphy has contributed offensively here and there, despite 
being a defensive defenseman. But that's dried up so far: 0.3 
points per 60 minutes through 19 games this season. Then 
again, it hasn't exactly been the best ride for him overall with 
a 35.8% Corsi for percentage. 

DeAngelo, whom the Rangers infamously let go last season, 
has reminded everyone why he was sought after despite his 
reputation: 16 points in 17 games with the Hurricanes, with 
six of them coming on the power play. They brought him in to 
help fill the offensive hole left by Dougie Hamilton, and fill it 

he has. But he remains a player whose offensive prowess 
can help obscure his shortcomings. 

The next ones 

Mikey Anderson, Los Angeles Kings 
Luke Hughes, New Jersey Devils 
K'Andre Miller, New York Rangers 
Scott Perunovich, St. Louis Blues 
Jake Sanderson, Ottawa Senators 

The next class of American defensemen features some who 
have already made the show -- Anderson (22), Miller (21) 
and Perunovich (23), who was just called up by the Blues -- 
and a couple of recent draftees in Sanderson and Hughes. 

The past was solid. The present is outstanding. With these 
players, and the young stars who are still improving, the 
future is bright for U.S.-born defensemen. 

Three things about jerseys 

1. Jersey Devils 

I grew up a New Jersey Devils fan. I understand the initial 
disappointment fans had from seeing their all-black third 
jerseys, because they were radically different than the ones 
we'd all imagined since the team switched its color palette 
three decades ago. There wasn't a radical reimagining of the 
logo or a menacing visage of a devil on the front. It's a jersey 
that has "JERSEY" on the front of it and more white stripes 
than an alt-rock station's 2003 playlist. 

When something doesn't match what the mind's eye sees, 
disenchantment sets in, and the dunk party begins. Fun as 
it's been, I can't join the party, because (shrug) I like them. 
Sure, I could use fewer stripes and some sort of logo -- either 
a Devils insignia or a silhouette of the state -- near the 
wordmark on the front. But I like them for their boldness. I 
like that's a little street art adjacent. And I like that for millions 
of us who say "we're from Jersey" when asked about our 
geographic lineage, the only major pro team with the state's 
name in its moniker wears that with pride. 

Now, go make the hat that says "HAT," will ya, Devils? 

2. Team USA 

There's so much wrong with these national team jerseys that 
it's hard to know where to start, so I'll focus on the absurdity 
of that third jersey, aka a second blue jersey. 

From the ad copy: "Drawing inspiration from American 
'muscle cars' and traditionally bold hockey designs, Team 
USA's alternate jersey bears a deep blue double stripe 
running around the chest and arms." Finally, a hockey 
sweater for Jay Leno! 

Inside the collar is the message "Driven By Pride," a 
statement meant to inspire our athletes to win for their nation 
... or buy a BMW, which made that slogan its ad campaign in 
2020. 

3. Team Canada 

I have no idea what Canada was thinking with this logo, 
because the maple leaf on the front of its national team's 
jerseys looks like the backside of a turkey. I hate that I'm the 
one that had to point this out, because it makes it absolutely 
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https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/5447/nick-leddy
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/det/detroit-red-wings
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4271998/ryan-lindgren
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nyr/new-york-rangers
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3025535/brett-pesce
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/car/carolina-hurricanes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3988847/neal-pionk
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/wpg/winnipeg-jets
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4063607/filip-hronek
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4565227/moritz-seider
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4565227/moritz-seider
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4197146/adam-fox
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/3114769/tony-deangelo
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/car/carolina-hurricanes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/2562618/connor-murphy
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/chi/chicago-blackhawks
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/2976839/jacob-trouba
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nyr/new-york-rangers
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/31869853/new-york-rangers-buying-tony-deangelo-introduce-barclay-goodrow
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/2562605/dougie-hamilton
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4588178/mikey-anderson
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/la/los-angeles-kings
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4874719/luke-hughes
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nj/new-jersey-devils
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4352770/k'andre-miller
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nyr/new-york-rangers
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4320665/scott-perunovich
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/stl/st-louis-blues
https://www.espn.com/nhl/player/_/id/4697386/jake-sanderson
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/ott/ottawa-senators
https://www.espn.com/nhl/team/_/name/nj/new-jersey-devils
https://twitter.com/NJDevils/status/1463196072273133576?s=20
https://www.bmwblog.com/2020/06/29/bmw-usa-driven-by-pride/
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impossible for you to see anything but the posterior of a 
Meleagris gallopavo domesticus when you see Team 
Canada at the Olympics. I'm truly sorry, although not really. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Jared Bednar 

What a pleasant surprise. Bednar, the winningest coach in 
Colorado Avalanche history, looked destined to take the fall if 
the team fell apart in the playoffs again. Another postseason 
dud, and general manager Joe Sakic would dump Bednar 
and opt for "the guy with the Stanley Cup ring" to get the 
Avalanche over the top. (A Claude Julien or Mike Babcock 
type.) 

Instead, Bednar was extended through the 2023-24 season. 
That's an endorsement not only of his coaching prowess, but 
an indication that Sakic isn't going to overreact if Colorado 
can't scale the mountain again. More on the move here from 
Adrian Dater. 

Loser: Travis Green  

Can the plummeting Vancouver Canucks finally excuse this 
man from the apocalypse? Green's hands aren't clean in this 
mess -- at a .350 points percentage, this appears to be the 
fourth of his five seasons in Vancouver with a team under 
.500. But this version of the team's problem is construction 
and not coaching, and word is that total regime change is 
coming. As Patrick Johnston reports, a disagreement among 
team owners may be preventing GM Jim Benning from doing 
what should have already been done. 

Winner: Calgary Flames 

The Flames haven't lost in regulation in seven games (5-0-2) 
and shredded the Eastern Conference on a recent road trip. 
We figured coach Darryl Sutter was going to get this team in 
shape defensively, and they're first in the league with a 1.90 

goals-against average. But the Flames have a plus-30 goal 
differential because they're seventh in team offense (3.40 
goals per game). Hiring Sutter was a Hail Mary last season 
from GM Brad Treliving. Sometimes those passes connect 
for a score. 

Loser: New York Islanders 

Losing players to COVID-19 protocols and injuries, the 
Islanders opened UBS Arena with three straight losses -- 
part of a seven-game losing streak overall in which they were 
outscored 31-7. But hey, at least there are 17 bars to take 
the edge off. 

Winner: Connor McDavid's house 

Here's the problem with Connor McDavid's house: 
perception. Architectural Digest used the word "cozy" in its 
description, which is like describing McDavid's skating as 
"plodding." This is not a warm sweater of a house. This is an 
ostentatious luxury hotel with a dog. And that's OK! It's 
gorgeously designed and a stunner. You do you, Connor and 
Lauren. 

Loser: The discourse on the discourse 

For years, I've been told that NHL players who say 
controversial things shouldn't get goofed on by fans, 
because they'll run away like scared little bunnies and never 
say anything interesting again. Now I'm hearing "don't goof 
on a player's Architectural Digest spread or else they won't 
show us their houses anymore." 

If players require 100% approval ratings to do and say 
things, we might as well ban booing at games. Or, you know, 
assume they understand what comes with the territory as a 
famous person in professional sports, which is a depository 
for our hyperbolic reactions and emotions.
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Seth Jarvis Has Been an Asset for Hurricanes in Rookie Season 

Seth Jarvis is here to stay for the Carolina Hurricanes, and 
he's making the team better, too. 

By Tony Ferrari 

With his 10th game in the books, the Carolina Hurricanes 
have officially signaled to the hockey world that 2020 first-
round pick Seth Jarvis is an NHL player. And an effective 
one at that. 

Jarvis' path to becoming a full-time NHLer is unique. he was 
among the CHL contingent of players that started last 
season in the AHL because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
preventing some leagues from playing, including the WHL. 

At one point, he led the AHL in scoring with seven goals and 
four assists. Thankfully for the rest of the league, the 
victimization would end after he was sent back to the WHL 
once the season resumed later in the campaign. 

With nothing left to prove at the WHL level and the AHL not 
being an option as Jarvis remains a teenager, the Canes 
kept him on their roster to start the season. It took a while, 
but on Halloween night, Jarvis finally made his debut – and 
announced to the world that he was ready for the big show. 

Jarvis' trademark puck skill and agility have shown up in 
flashes during his short NHL tenure, but it’s his persistence 
and adaptability that has allowed him to find success early 
on. He has found the scoresheet in six of his 11 games with 
four goals and two assists, but it could have easily been 
more impressive had two consecutive goals not been called 
back.  

The AHL experience he had last season has proven valuable 
as he has stepped into the NHL seamlessly. Early returns, as 
you can see on the chart below, have been quite nice for the 
now-former Portland Winterhawk forward. 

Jarvis has put up excellent results in a limited sample size at 
five-on-five. His power-play numbers look a bit 
underwhelming but should turn around as his skill set lends 
itself to playing with the man advantage in a major way. High 
skill, impressive passing, and a sneaky good shot tend to all 
play well on the man advantage. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour has put Jarvis in a position to 
succeed, and it's working out. Playing primarily with 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, the Hurricanes rookie 
is being given the run that most young players dream of. The 
trio has played at an extremely high level with a goals-for 
percentage of 72.69 percent and a shot-share of 58.04 
percent. 

Putting young, skilled players in the bottom six early in their 
careers is a recipe for disaster. Oftentimes, teams and 
fanbases complain when their high-end prospects look less 
than stellar early in their career despite not accounting for 
the fact that they are the only offensive presence on the 
fourth line, playing ten minutes a night. Brind'Amour has 
ensured that is not the case with Jarvis. 

Jarvis blends high-level puck skills with impressive vision of 
the ice that allows him to put himself in the right place at the 
right time. His pace is through the roof as he looks to put the 
defenders on their heels regularly with his speed and agility. 

Many scouts and analysts questioned whether the 2020 No. 
13 overall pick would be able to play his game at the NHL 
level. Jarvis has translated his skill and ability to the NHL 
showing that he belongs in the show.  

Confidence is key for young players and Jarvis has it in 
spades. Jarvis is here to stay.
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Carolina Hurricanes vs Philadelphia Flyers: Game Preview and Storm Advisory 

The Hurricanes look to stop the skid today and end the road 
trip with a victory. 

By Cody Hagan  

Carolina Hurricanes (14-3-1) at Philadelphia Flyers (8-6-4) 

Regular Season Game 19 

Friday, November 26 – 3:30 p.m. ET 

Wells Fargo Center– Philadelphia, PA 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

SBN Opposition: Broad Street Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

The conclusion of a season-long road trip is coming to an 
end for the Carolina Hurricanes today as they face off 
against the Philadelphia Flyers at 3:30pm. The NHL did the 
Canes zero favors with the ridiculous schedule that saw 
them fly across country (on Thanksgiving nonetheless) to 
play a game less than 48 hours after their previous match-
up. This is a unheard of travel requirement during the regular 
season but that can’t stop the team from showing up for a big 
divisional contest.  

The Flyers are one of only three teams to defeat the 
Hurricanes so far this season with their 2-1 come-from-
behind victory on November 12th. Carter Hart stole that 
game for the Flyers as Carolina struggled to get their offense 
going. You could easily use that same line to describe 
Carolina’s previous game against Seattle where the Kraken 
came from behind to win 2-1 as well.  

After starting this road trip with a dominating win versus 
Vegas, the Hurricanes have slipped resulting in two straight 
losses for the first time this year. On the other side, the 
Flyers are struggling to stay afloat in a deadly Metro Division. 
They currently sit tied for 6th in the division nine points 
behind Carolina and Washington who are tied for the lead. 
Philadelphia has only three wins in their last ten games and 
will be looking to take advantage of a tired Carolina team just 
trying to find a way back to Raleigh.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Flyers 
   

Category Hurricanes Flyers 

Record 14-3-1 8-6-4 

Goals/Game 3.22 2.44 

Goals Against/Game 2.00 2.67 

Shots/Game 32.44 31.67 

Face Off Win % 54.2% 53.9% 

Power Play % (Rank) 21.7% (9th) 14.6% (26th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.3% (4th) 82.8% (13th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.64% 47.57% 

ES PDO 103.01 100.43 

PIM/Game 09:33 09:19 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Martin Jones 
   

Record 11-3-0 3-2-1 

Save % .936 .927 

GAA 1.90 2.67 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Carter Hart 
   

Record 2-0-1 5-4-3 

Save % .913 .928 

GAA 2.16 2.40 

https://www.sbnation.com/users/Cody%20Hagan
https://www.broadstreethockey.com/
https://twitter.com/canescountry
https://facebook.com/canescountry
https://instagram.com/canescountrypix
https://www.canescountry.com/
https://www.broadstreethockey.com/
https://www.davyjoneslockerroom.com/
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Game Notes 

• Sebastian Aho is a career point-per-game player 
against the Flyers holding 18 points in 18 games. 

• Crazy stat: Jaccob Slavin has already tripled his 
penalty totals from last season.  

• Tony DeAngelo is riding a three-game point streak 
and currently sits just two points behind Andrei 
Svechnikov for the team lead in points.  

• This will be the 150th all-time meeting between 
these two organization with Carolina holding a 47-
73-14-15 overall record.  

• A lot was made of Rod Brind’Amour’s line 
combinations versus Seattle. They clearly did not 
work. It will be interesting to see if he switches 
things up once again. We haven’t really seen a 
combo of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, and 
Andrei Svechnikov this year but that line has had 
plenty of success in the past and it could be time to 
try it again.

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-road-trip-coming-to-an-end-in-philadelphia/20002724/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-flyers/c-328343322 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-flyers-claude-giroux-d8b8fd818c0a4c0dafa5f46bab2cdb71 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/story/_/id/32707374/nhl-us-defenseman-rankings-tiers-why-adam-fox-charlie-mcavoy-elite-class 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/seth-jarvis-has-been-an-asset-for-hurricanes-in-rookie-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/26/22802853/carolina-hurricanes-vs-philadelphia-flyers-game-preview-and-storm-advisory-svechnikov-aho-

andersen 
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Tom Wilson takes on mentorship role with Capitals’ young players 

 

Samantha Pell 

 

The Washington Capitals ask Tom Wilson for a lot. 

He’s their physical presence as a top-six forward, he plays on the penalty 
kill, he plays on the power play, he plays during six-on-five situations and 
five-on-six. He has flourished in these on-ice roles this season, staying 
out of the penalty box and finding his offensive rhythm alongside 
veterans Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov. 

He has seven goals and 10 assists through 20 games. His ice time is up 
to 19:34 per game. His latest goal came Wednesday in the Capitals’ 6-3 
win over Montreal. He buried a surgical feed from Ovechkin on a two-on-
one rush. 

But it’s Wilson’s role off the ice as a mentor to the Capitals’ youth that 
has the 27-year-old taking on responsibility he was never asked to 
handle — it just happened. 

Wilson has stepped up as a leader to Washington’s young players in a 
season full of injuries and long-term absences. With all the call-ups from 
Washington’s American Hockey League affiliate in Hershey, Pa., 
Wilson’s younger teammates have gravitated toward him. 

“Tom Wilson is really nice to us, all of us — it’s like he is taking care of us 
a lot,” said defenseman Martin Fehervary, 22. “He talks to us a lot about 
how things are going for us in the league, and it is just nice to have him 
around us. He’s between that age of the oldest one and us, so it is nice 
to have him.” 

Wilson downplays his role as the player to bridge the old and the young 
but admits it is fun to build those relationships with the younger players 
who come to the rink wide-eyed. He likes seeing players experience new 
things in their careers: the solo rookie lap before their NHL debut, their 
first point, their first goal. 

The joy and memories that come with these firsts provide contagious 
energy that spreads throughout the team, Wilson said. And Wilson wants 
to be one of the players celebrating with them the most. 

Wilson knows he doesn’t have to be the only player taking on a 
mentorship role, but it seems to come naturally. He can invite the 
younger players over to his house, go to dinner with them during road 
trips, play cards on the plane or even go out to bars — if they are of age. 
His easygoing personality puts players at ease. 

“They are such good kids, so it is easy to build that bond … just getting to 
know them is helpful,” Wilson said. “When they are young they got lots of 
questions, and it’s just being there to help them out. It is nothing crazy. 
There is no formula. It’s just being a good teammate and being there for 
them.” 

Wilson is one of Washington’s core leaders but also part of that mid-
youth wave inside the group. Anthony Mantha, Daniel Sprong, Vitek 
Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov are other Capitals players in the 24-to-27 
age range. 

Sprong, 24, said he thought coming into the season he would be the 
youngest of the bunch. He’s happy that’s not the case. 

T.J. Oshie described Wilson as a “protector, leader and, at the same 
time, he’s one of our young guys that drives the bus full of energy.” 
Wilson, because of injuries to the veteran forwards ahead of him on the 
depth chart, has also been wearing an alternate captain patch for weeks. 

“I think as you get older every year it is more and more responsibility that 
you have to embrace and the coaching staff expects more of you, and 
that is the same with a lot of other guys that have been in the league for 
a long time,” Wilson said. 

Connor McMichael has also commended Wilson for his advice. 
McMichael, who was the Capitals’ first-round draft pick in 2019, said 
Wilson had texted him offering help since the day he was drafted. Both 
McMichael and Wilson are from the Toronto area. 

“I don’t have kids running around at home, so I spend more time at the 
rink and stuff, so it’s been easy [to be around for them],” Wilson said. 
“The kids here, it sounds cliche, but they are just awesome. They are 
amazing kids, the organization has done such a good job at drafting 
them. Just good people.” 

Washington Post LOADED: 11.26.2021 
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First-period success paying dividends for Capitals 

 

Jacob Calvin Meyer 

 

Going on a West Coast trip can be tough for an Eastern Time Zone team. 

The Washington Capitals returned home earlier this week from a four-
game road trip on the other side of the country, including two back-to-
backs. The trip was successful, with the Capitals going 2-1-1, but it 
ended on a sour note with a 5-2 loss Sunday to the Seattle Kraken. 

However, just as difficult as the jet lag out west is the potential for 
sluggishness in a team’s first game back home, Washington coach Peter 
Laviolette said. That’s why the coach was glad to see Washington come 
out hot Wednesday against visiting Montreal — getting off to a quick start 
that propelled the Capitals to a 6-3 victory and into a tie for first place in 
the Metropolitan Division at 12-3-5 (29 points). 

“There’s always, for whatever reason, that home game that sits there 
after a long road trip,” Laviolette said. “Oftentimes, it doesn’t go the way 
you want, so to get that first period [and] play the period that we wanted 
to play, I think that was really important because it just set the tone for 
the day.” 
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Overall, Washington has played well in the first period this season. Aside 
from a few hiccups, Laviolette said he’s been pleased with his team’s 
readiness and effort in the game’s initial 20 minutes. 

Recently, though, the Capitals have taken that success to another level. 
In each of the last three games, Washington has scored on its first shot 
on goal. 

Against San Jose, Conor Sheary scored just two minutes into the game. 
In Seattle the next day, while the Kraken ended up handily winning, it 
was Tom Wilson who drew first blood over three minutes into the contest. 
Then, about four minutes into Wednesday’s game, Nic Dowd was the 
first of three Washington players to find the back of the net in the first 
period. 

Multiple Montreal players noted the challenge they faced after 
Washington’s quick start, showing what happens on the other side of the 
coin when the Capitals play well in the first period. 

“I think that first goal’s pretty important on the road, getting off to a good 
start,” said Montreal winger Cole Caufield. “Sometimes we have slow 
starts, and it’s hard to get back into the game.” 

Washington has seen success in all three periods, but the first period has 
arguably been the team’s best. The Capitals have scored 24 first-period 
goals, two more than their second-period total and one off their 25 third-
period scores, although the final period total is often inflated by empty-
netters. 

Defensively, Washington has allowed only 12 goals in the first period, as 
the Capitals have led or tied through the initial 20 minutes in 17 of their 
20 games. Led by goalies Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek and a 
healthy group of blueliners — compared to their banged up forwards — 
the Capitals have shut out their opponents in 11 first periods so far this 
season. 

“I think that helps in a lot of games,” said second-line defenseman Nick 
Jensen, who was one of seven players to register an assist in the win 
over Montreal. “When we can come out on top in the first period and 
surprise teams with our intensity and our speed, I think that’s very 
important and it kind of sets the tone for the game for us. So that’s good 
to see.” 

It hasn’t been perfect for Laviolette’s squad to open games, though. 
Earlier this month, Washington lost to Philadelphia for its third straight 
defeat, getting outshot in the first two periods and falling behind 2-0. 

“We were sleeping in the first and got outworked in the second,” 
Laviolette said after the game. 

“I think earlier on we were having a little trouble,” Jensen said 
Wednesday. “There was a series where we were having some trouble 
coming out and being ready for the game.” 

Jensen said there’s no way to know going into a game on whether the 
team will start fast. Instead, the momentum starts with the first shift and 
goes from there. 

“It’s just all about each player going out there on his first shift and 
working as hard as he can to win that first shift, setting the tone for the 
next shift,” Jensen said. “And then it’s just one shift at a time. That’s why 
this is the toughest league to play in. Every team is good, and you’ve got 
to be able to come out ready to go.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Canucks slowly moving towards inevitable 
changes 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• “What are you hearing about the Olympics?” 

• Why it's an interesting time around Maple Leaf Sports and 
Entertainment 

• Martin Brodeur and the Devils' third jersey 

The aftermath of Vancouver’s 4-1 loss to Pittsburgh was so awkward, so 
cringeworthy, it was impossible to believe something wouldn’t change on 
Thanksgiving Thursday. One longtime executive said “it’s almost a mercy 
killing after a night like that.” 

There was JT Miller rolling his eyes at a “Do you think everyone is buying 
in?” question, responding with “I don’t know,” because he didn’t want to 
say what he really thought. 

There was captain Bo Horvat sighing, “It’s exhausting. We talk about the 
same things all the time.” 

Everyone in the organization knows changes are coming. Whether in the 
front office, on the bench or on the ice, they are coming. The question is 
the timetable. There’s some push for a quick move, but also a realization 
you can’t rush yourself into something insane. One executive told me 
years ago you worry in times like these about making a “tombstone 
trade,” a deal so bad that it is remembered forever. I think that’s the 
biggest current internal wrestling match: How fast do we do this and what 
is the first move? 

There were a few hours on Thursday I thought something was going to 
happen. I really thought those who believe “we have to do something 
right now…anything!” were going to win the day. That obviously didn’t 
occur, whether in Vancouver or Columbus, where the team practised in 
advance of Friday’s game against the impressive Blue Jackets. (The 
Athletic’s Thomas Drance reported Miller snapped at a poorly-organized 
drill.) 

We will see what Friday brings. There are so many rumours right now, 
it’s difficult to separate fact from fiction. 

Some of that is because the organization is doing external research on 
potential candidates, both in the front office and behind the bench. 
Obviously, you try to keep that as quiet as possible, but there’s always 
the risk of leakage. Team Canada is expected to name Claude Julien as 
its head coach at the upcoming Channel One and Spengler Cups, with 
the added possibility of coaching the Olympic Team if NHLers don’t go. 
(Bruce Boudreau and Scott Walker are the expected assistants.) 

It is believed that if the Canucks wished to speak to Julien, for example, 
Montreal would not block permission. 

It’s stressful, and everyone internally -- from the offices to the dressing 
room -- is on-edge waiting for something to happen. Best way out is for 
everyone to row in the same direction, but that clearly isn’t happening. 

Patience or panic? 

November 25 2021 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. It’s now a daily question: “What are you hearing about the Olympics?” 
The answer: more and more concern. There’s the COVID issue and the 
moral dilemma, as the women’s tennis tour remains unconvinced about 
Peng Shuai’s safety. With 46 days until the NHL can withdraw from 
competition without financial penalty, 70 days until the women’s 
competition begins and 76 before the men drop the puck, it’s very 
possible the questions get even more pointed. Diplomatic boycotts are 
being floated, although that means athletes could still compete. 
Undoubtedly, some are already wrestling with the desire to validate all of 
the work towards your life goal of Olympic participation, versus the moral 
imperative of human rights. 

And then there’s COVID. As we are being reminded, we don’t control the 
virus. The virus impacts us. On that issue, it’s likely Sidney Crosby spoke 
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for many last Saturday night. Following Pittsburgh’s 2-0 win in Toronto, 
Team Canada’s captain-to-be said, “Everyone feels pretty strongly they’d 
like to be there, but I try not to think too far ahead…some of that stuff you 
can’t control. I’m preparing like we’re going. That’s the best way to look at 
it.” Players have stuck to the mantra that this was promised in the most 
recent CBA, and it remains incredibly important to them. No one needs 
an explanation of how meaningful it is to be an Olympian. Generally, the 
NHL has plugged its nose and said, “We made a promise.” 

Is NHL's participation at 2022 Winter Olympics in jeopardy? 

2. Last week, however, things took a negative turn. Three Ottawa 
postponements certainly hurt, although I don’t think three rescheduled 
games will be enough to cancel participation. What's the red-line 
number? Not sure there’s a specific answer. What was of greater 
concern is how doctors felt the need to cancel games because COVID 
could not be contained by enhanced protocols. Unvaccinated 
players/staff (and, as far as we know, that’s only one person) are tested 
every three days, but once there are positives, everyone is tested daily. 

“You look around the league, it’s very rare that (only) one guy gets it,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said after defenceman Ethan Bear 
tested positive. “It’s an unfortunate thing everybody’s dealing with, and 
we’ll take it as it comes.” Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello added Zdeno 
Chara to the team’s expanding COVID list on Tuesday, and there are a 
lot of questions about why that team hasn’t had games postponed. All 
you have to do is watch Lamoriello’s media conferences to understand 
how he feels about the situation. Doctors are making these calls, and 
they believe that situation is better contained than Ottawa’s, although 
things are unpredictable. That’s not going to satisfy the Islanders or their 
fans, but San Jose had seven players on the list (plus coach Bob 
Boughner) and no cancellations. 

3. According to the Athlete’s Playbook released last month by the 
International Olympic Committee, “The location and length of your 
isolation period (after a positive COVID test) will be determined by the 
Chinese health authorities, depending on the severity and symptoms of 
your infection.” But, the possibility of three weeks has been raised, longer 
than NHL protocols. And that has individual teams spooked to Everest-
like heights. There’s a lot of frustration about testing, with the amount of 
false positives -- one of them requiring Detroit’s Dylan Larkin to be pulled 
in-game -- but this is a whole other level. 

The Islanders freaked when John Tavares broke his leg in Sochi, but 
there’s got to be an understanding injuries happen. As we get closer to 
February, more and more clubs are looking at the landscape and saying, 
“Yeah, we don’t like this.” It will be a 10-week sprint to the playoffs once 
the Olympics conclude. There are a lot of places where you can go out 
and have fun: Chicago, Montreal, Los Angeles, Nashville, New York -- 
and Vegas, where a chunk of Olympians will attend All-Star Weekend 
right before a flight to China. At least one of the NHL outbreaks is 
connected to a team rookie party, so strict protocols are being 
considered for All-Star. But Vegas is still going to be a challenge. It’s 
never quiet there, which is why we love it. 

4. You’re going to see trade chatter pick up over the next week or so. 
Biggest challenge: so many teams are cap tight. Hard to pull off dollar-in, 
dollar-out. 

5. On Kevin Fiala: Minnesota’s at the top of the Central Division, and GM 
Bill Guerin is not going to make his team worse. He’s also not going to 
trade Fiala simply because of a slump, although the forward scored a big 
one in Tampa and another in the shootout Wednesday at New Jersey. 
So, if anything does happen, it’s going to be part of a plan to make them 
better. 

6. Buffalo has to be looking for a goalie. Aaron Dell was pulled following 
the first period of Wednesday’s 5-1 loss to Boston. Unfortunately, Craig 
Anderson’s return date is not certain, and the Sabres need to give their 
young players help behind them. The challenge is teams still in the race 
might not be willing to give up any of their top three goalies for their own 
insurance. You want an option that can help you. How many are 
available? 

7. As reported locally, Evander Kane resumed skating in San Jose. 
Apparently, he’s been doing so for a couple of weeks. The Sharks are 
being beyond careful about commenting on his status, with Kane’s 
suspension a week away from conclusion. My personal theory is he goes 
to the AHL to get some games, but again, that’s a personal theory. I do 
think the Sharks have let it be known they would be willing to retain 
salary in a trade, but it’s hard to see a market at this time. (TMZ had an 
update on Kane’s legal situation Monday.) 

8. It’s incredible to watch Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. That’s not 
news, but it doesn’t get said enough. Draisaitl is the only Oiler besides 
Wayne Gretzky to have 40 points prior to 20 games. That’s mind-
blowing. Really wanted McDavid to make a charge at Gretzky’s record 
51-game point streak to start a season. His 17-game run ended in 
Tuesday’s 4-1 loss to Dallas. The Stars outshot the Oilers 7-5 during the 
12:37 of five-on-five Miro Heiskanen played against McDavid. There are 
performances during the season that put you on the Norris map, and 
that’s one for Heiskanen. 

9. Was disappointed to see McDavid take heat for the Architectural 
Digest spread. We want hockey players to show more personality, let 
down their guard -- and there’s flak for doing so. Can’t have it both ways. 

10. Also having a Hart Trophy start: Alexander Ovechkin. He’s a 
reminder that the great ones evolve no matter age or obstacles. With 
three assists Wednesday against Montreal, he has 18 in 20 games. 
That’s the same as last year (in 45 games) and one fewer than 2019-20 
(in 68 games). The most he’s ever had in a season is 59. The only 
person who could stop this might be Nicklas Backstrom -- taking all those 
assists when he returns to the lineup. Ovechkin’s also on-pace for 39 
wrist-shot goals, which would be 10 more than his previous career-high 
(2015-16); four slapshot goals, which would be one fewer than his 
career-low (five in 2010-11). Most impressively, he’s never had more 
than 112 points or been in triple digits since 2009-10. Right now, he’s 
trending at 135. Very impressive. 

11. It’s going to be an interesting time around Maple Leaf Sports and 
Entertainment. Prior to making its push for the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Fenway Sports Group -- through an intermediary -- approached MLSE 
about the possibility of a merger. This was 12-18 months ago. It wasn’t 
the right time and didn’t go far, but that would have been one monstrous 
powerhouse, potentially featuring Liverpool, the Leafs, the Raptors, 
Toronto FC, Scotiabank Arena, the Argonauts and a baseball team. (That 
would have been the incredibly interesting one. FSG owns the Red Sox, 
while my employer, Rogers, owns the Blue Jays along with 37.5 per cent 
of MLSE. So, something would have to give.) There’s change at the top 
of our company and The Globe and Mail reported that could mean a sale 
of the Jays. “Everybody is watching what Fenway is doing,” one source in 
the banking industry said. “And it’s not going to be the last time MLSE is 
asked.” That same person, by the way, said Fenway is aggressive and 
far from finished, beyond the Penguins. 

12. It was denied, but one of the names rumoured in the mix for 
Pittsburgh was Ryan Smith, who owns the NBA’s Utah Jazz. From what 
I’ve read and heard about him (on ESPN’s Adrian Wojnarowski’s 
podcast), he’d be a good get for the NHL. 

13. One thing that could get traction at the next GM meeting: is the cross-
checking crackdown leading to increased kneeing and slewfoots? If you 
know there’s a greater chance for a penalty, do you kick out your skate or 
lead with a knee? But we’ve seen more fines for dangerous trips and/or 
slew foots -- and a one-game suspension for San Jose’s Kevin Labanc. 
That was the first suspension for this offence in almost seven years. 
Meanwhile, Aleksander Barkov, Drew Doughty and Dmitri Jaskin have 
been injured by knees. 

14. When Colorado slightly stumbled out of the gate, there were some 
questions about whether Jared Bednar was in any trouble. Someone 
warned I’d look like an idiot if I went down that road, and the Avalanche 
recently announced a two-year extension, believed to be in the $2.25M 
per year range. 
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15. Earlier this season, Bednar spoke about the mission for Colorado this 
season: “We’ve been a good team, how do we become a great team?” 
He and his players have done reading on the topic, including From Good 
to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap…And Others Don’t, by 
Jim Collins; and Raise your Game: High-Performance Secrets from the 
Best of the Best, by Alan Stein Jr. The thing that stood out about the 
conversation is how much Bednar believes the group has the right on-ice 
approach. 

“Our commitment to check is there,” he said. “Our group has bought in. 
When I first got here, we were a high rush-volume team. We didn’t have 
much o-zone play. We used to give up a lot on the rush and in d-zone 
coverage. We had to change: an aggressive forecheck, early reloads, 
pressing other teams.” Several of Colorado’s players have said the 
mental challenge was their biggest failure last playoff versus Vegas, and 
Bednar agrees that’s what they are trying to address. “Don’t be too high 
or too low. Shift to shift, always look forward to what’s coming next.” 

16. Dallas is 2-0 since the 7-2 loss in Minnesota when Riley Tufte was a 
late scratch from what would have been a “home game” for him and his 
family. I wondered about spillover from that, because I’ve seen it 
seriously affect teams before. It happened in Toronto with Jason Spezza 
and in Arizona with Kyle Turris. The best medicine is to prevent them 
from happening in the first place, but it must be managed properly in the 
aftermath. You have to make it right with the player and the teammates. 

17. One of the major reasons Calgary’s been so strong? Tuesday’s 4-2 
win over Chicago was the first time all season Johnny Gaudreau and 
Matthew Tkachuk were on-ice for a five-on-five goal against. Reed 
Johnson tied it 2-2, before the Flames scored three straight. Gaudreau’s 
been on for 19 five-on-five goals, Tkachuk 15. 

18. Nashville spends three nights in Montreal, then falls behind 5-0 to the 
Canadiens in a 6-3 loss. Crescent St. remains undefeated. 

19. Think Team Canada was hopeful Quinton Byfield’s rehab schedule 
might allow him to be available for the World Juniors, but the timing 
doesn’t look great. Still a ways away. 

20. Small thing, but a big thing: during Toronto’s 6-2 victory over Los 
Angeles on Wednesday night Auston Matthews made sure to credit Nick 
Ritchie for a screen on Jason Spezza’s goal. Ritchie is clawing for 
success, and that wouldn’t go unnoticed or appreciated. 

21. Know everyone’s talking about New Jersey’s “Jersey,” but I really, 
really love the shoes. Jillian Frechette, New Jersey’s Senior Vice-
President of Marketing, explained the organization was impressed with 
the work of the Newark-based Dirty Soles Footwear Group, which led to 
a collaboration. Several pairs will be auctioned, benefitting the Devils’ 
Youth Foundation. They’re sharp, very impressive. 

22. Frechette arrived in New Jersey three years ago, months after 
franchise legend Martin Brodeur returned as Executive Vice-President of 
Business Development. The Devils’ third jersey quickly became a high-
priority project for both. What did it teach Brodeur about the business? 
“How many people are involved and how much detail is involved,” he 
answered. “When you play hockey, it’s ‘What time do we practice and 
what time do you need me to show up?’” 

Also liked that when they were initially going over ideas for the jersey, 
Frechette sent Brodeur a photo of his late father Denis representing 
Team Canada as a concept. During the 2012 Eastern Conference Final 
between the Devils and Rangers, I was on the train from Manhattan to 
Newark and said I was going to New Jersey during a phone call. This led 
to a hilarious exchange with a couple of fans where we debated if it was 
acceptable that I, as a Canadian, referred to it as “New Jersey” and not 
simply “Jersey.” In the end, it was decided that I, as a guest in the state, 
should simply accept what the locals call it and not be a rude visitor. (In 
hindsight, I wish I recorded this conversation.) So, when Brodeur said 
“Jersey” was selected for the front of the sweater because that’s what 
people from there call it, I get it. 

23. Brodeur fought for black, feeling “players look bigger, stronger, 
meaner” in the colour. Frechette talked about the balance between 
simple and overloaded, the contrast of a black jersey and white ice, the 
drop-shadow on the lettering. You forget how much goes into this. 
Brodeur said he asked about the possibility of using actual goal-net twine 
for the laces below the neck, but it wasn’t feasible. Would have been a 
great little touch. What would Lamoriello have thought about it? “He 
would shake his head for sure,” Brodeur laughed, then he added that 
Lamoriello has shown on Long Island that he’s willing to bend -- a little -- 
for the times. 

24. Which Devils alumnus will ask for the most freebies of this apparel? 
“Oh, Ken Daneyko for sure,” Brodeur said without pause. “Maybe Colin 
White, too.” 

25. New Jersey’s shown staying power, and not sure too many of us 
expected that with Jack Hughes out of the lineup and Mackenzie 
Blackwood battling injuries. Very much in the race as we hit the one-
quarter mark. Brodeur credited increased depth up-and-down the lineup, 
more players able to step up and fill roles. “(Nico) Hischier, (Damon) 
Severson, (Jesper) Bratt…they’ve been in this league a while now,” he 
said. “They understand what it takes now to win.” Jonathan Bernier’s 
been big for them too. One of the more impressive storylines of the 
season is how many teams -- Anaheim and Columbus leading the way -- 
have been better than we thought. 

26. Never seen more Twitter DMs waiting for waivers news than from 
Devils fans waiting on Nathan Bastian. Glad you were rewarded. 

27. There’s been some excellent reporting around the USHL Omaha 
Lancers in the past week, as players fought back against 
ownership/management due to cost cutbacks and the treatment of former 
head coach Chadd Cassidy. As that situation continues to develop, one 
of the macro concerns involves ownership and/or franchising of teams by 
parents who have sons on the roster. That was the case in Omaha. The 
team is run by Anthony DiCesare, whose son, Christian, used to play for 
the Lancers. It’s not unique in that league, there are several similar 
situations. What this has done is heightened sensitivity to, coming out of 
COVID, could we see more of this, and how do we prevent that from 
happening? You don’t want to go through this anywhere else. 

28. One of the great stories of this NHL season is Washington’s Zach 
Fucale becoming the first goalie in franchise history with a shutout in his 
NHL debut. Five years ago, he played with the ECHL’s Brampton Beast, 
and the staff there was thrilled to see that success. “There was no 
entitlement from him at all (considering he was a second-round NHL draft 
pick),” said Cary Kaplan, who was the team’s President and General 
Manager. “He embraced it.” After the cleanup was done following Beast 
games, staff would rent the ice to play some pickup. One night, Fucale 
asked to join them. “He comes up and says, ‘Mind if I play?’” Kaplan said. 
“He paid for the food and drinks that night. Our staff was saying they’d 
remember it for the rest of their lives.” Did Fucale play goal? “No, and he 
was still the best player on the ice.” 

29. Other key thing about Fucale in Brampton: “He had tremendous 
focus. His mindset…he always talked about himself as an NHL goalie. 
He’d be at the rink two or three hours before the rest of the team, 
because he wanted that extra time.” It’s a great reminder, control what 
you can control. 

30. Jeff Marek reported last weekend the NHL did have a phone 
conversation with Quebec City, but it’s not seriously on the radar. 
Publicity stunt, and I don’t like to see true fans jerked around. 

31. At Monday’s roast of Brett Hull for the Jamie Daniels Foundation, an 
autographed Nikita Kucherov hat with “$18M over the cap” written on it 
went for almost $500. As far as I’m concerned, that’s a bargain. Great 
buy for a great cause. 

32. My son skates Sunday afternoon, where, in an adjoining rink, there’s 
a Leaside girls team that practices. Last weekend, there was a great 
scene where two of the players had a standoff to be the last one to get 
off the ice after it was over. They were laughing about it, and so was a 
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coach trying to get them to move as the Zamboni got closer. It was nice 
to see, a realization of how much younger people missed over the last 
year. Good to see them playing and having fun again. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why NHL standings at U.S. Thanksgiving have huge 
playoff implications 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

There isn’t a foolproof way to predict at roughly the quarter mark of the 
season which teams will end up qualifying for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

However, auditing the standings at U.S. Thanksgiving helps give us a 
solid framework for understanding which teams are positioned well and 
which others need to pick up the pace throughout the winter months. 

Since last season was unconventional on several levels – realigned 
divisions, limited opponents on a repetitive schedule and a regular 
season that didn’t begin until January – there isn’t necessarily an 
abundance of data from 2020-21 we can apply to the current NHL 
campaign. 

Looking back at previous seasons, though, we can begin to get a clearer 
picture of how the 2022 post-season brackets might shape up. 

From the 2013-14 season to 2017-18, a whopping 62 of 80 of teams in a 
playoff spot at U.S. Thanksgiving wound up qualifying for a playoff spot. 

That works out to 77.5 per cent, which is significant, and it’s also in line 
with trends during full seasons in the salary cap era, regardless of 
divisional alignment. 

The most recent time we had the familiar divisional alignment at U.S. 
Thanksgiving was back in 2019 during the 2019-20 regular season that 
was cut short by anywhere from 11-14 games – no team played more 
than 71 games and none fewer than 68 – after COVID-19 was declared a 
global pandemic. 

Due to the circumstances surrounding the suspension of the regular 
season, an expanded playoff format was agreed upon with 12 teams 
from each conference afforded an opportunity to compete in the post-
season. The top four teams in each conference were given a bye into the 
first official playoff round while teams ranked 5-12 competed in best-of-
five series. 

Below you'll be able to compare the current standings to the 2019-20 
standings at this time two years ago. Keep in mind, the 2021-22 season 
began towards the end of the second week of October when usually 
regular-season action gets underway early in the first week, which 
explains this year’s lower point totals. 

Atlantic Division standings at U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

1. BOS (17-3-5) 39pts 

2. FLA (12-8-5) 29pts 

3. TOR (12-10-4) 28pts 

Metropolitan Division standings at U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

1. WSH (17-4-5) 39pts 

2. NYI (16-5-2) 34pts 

3. PIT (14-7-4) 32pts 

Wild Card race at U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

*CAR (15-9-1) 31pts 

*PHI (13-7-5) 31pts 

MTL (11-8-5) 27pts 

TBL (12-8-2) 26pts 

NYR (12-9-2) 26pts 

CBJ (10-10-4) 24pts 

In 2019-20, Boston maintained its spot atop the Atlantic and won the 
Presidents’ Trophy as the only team to reach 100 points that season. The 
Panthers and Islanders both went from second place at Thanksgiving to 
much more tenuous positions -- the Islanders were one point back of the 
East's second wild card spot at the 2020 pause (with two games in 
hand), while the Panthers were three points out of a playoff spot. 
Because of the unique bubble parameters the two teams played against 
each other in 2020's additional "qualifying round" with the Islanders 
coming out on top. Columbus was trailing by seven points in the wild-
card race at Thanksgiving yet wound up holding the second wild-card 
spot at the pause and pulled off a qualifying round upset over Toronto. 

Buffalo, New Jersey, Ottawa and Detroit were well on the outside looking 
in when the mashed potatoes and gravy were passed around the table 
and each had an early start to the off-season. 

Central Division standings U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

STL (15-5-6) 36pts 

DAL (15-9-2) 32pts 

WPG (15-9-1) 31pts 

Pacific Division standings at U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

EDM (16-8-3) 35pts 

ARI (15-8-3) 33pts 

VAN (12-10-4) 28pts 

Wild Card race at U.S. Thanksgiving in 2019-20 

*COL (14-8-2) 30pts 

*VAN (12-10-4) 28pts 

VGK (12-11-4) 28pts 

CGY (12-12-4) 28pts 

SJS (13-12-1) 27pts 

Vegas and Colorado were wild-card contenders at Thanksgiving 2019 yet 
finished with the second- and third-best records in the West when the 
season was paused. The Oilers and Coyotes couldn’t maintain their 
strong starts. Edmonton failed to secure a bye and sat behind Vegas at 
the pause, while the Coyotes were four points out of the wild card when 
the season came to a halt in March. Both were eliminated in the 
qualifying round. The Sharks were above .500 and one point behind 
Vancouver at Thanksgiving, but all three California-based teams fell out 
of the race and didn't even qualify for the expanded playoffs. 

Overall, when you take all of the above into consideration, teams like 
Carolina and Florida should feel confident about their positions this 
season. Have Ottawa, Montreal and the Islanders dug themselves too 
deep a hole to dig out of come the playoffs? It’s too early to worry about 
a team like the Bruins and Stars and, heck, even Detroit and New Jersey 
shouldn’t be written out of the playoff race. Kraken and Coyotes fans 
probably shouldn't love their post-season chances, unlike fans in Alberta 
where Calgary and Edmonton lead the Pacific. 

On average, roughly three teams that are outside of the playoff picture on 
American Thanksgiving end up qualifying by the end of the season. Who 
are the teams best situated to make the climb in 2021-22? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quarter-mark review: Canucks proving that things can 
always get worse 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER -- Fifty-one years into their fruitless chase of a Stanley 
Cup, the Vancouver Canucks have displayed one capacity greater than 
all others: their ability to disappoint. 

As they tried not to impale themselves on the National Hockey League’s 
quarter-pole, the Canucks were incredibly, inconceivably, three points 
behind last season’s dismal pace. 

They are proving again that things can always get worse. 

But even by Vancouver standards, the first-quarter underachievement is 
shocking because it follows what was thought to be a perfect storm of 
circumstances aligned against the Canucks last winter, when they 
finished last in the pandemic season’s Canadian division. 

They had no pre-season to prepare, no time to assimilate new players 
after the free-agent upheaval that followed their bubble breakthrough in 
Edmonton in the summer of 2020. There was a ridiculous first-month 
schedule that was road heavy, packed with back-to-backs, and allowed 
virtually no time to rest or practice. They suffered immediate injuries, a 
wave that eventually ended star forward Elias Pettersson’s season after 
just 26 games. And then the entire team got COVID, and not the early 
version but the first pre-vaccination wave of the P.2 variant. 

By the time the exhausted Canucks collapsed at the regular-season 
finish line last May, 24th among 31 teams, it all kind of figured. 

This season doesn’t. 

The Canucks haven’t faced any of last season’s obstacles but, at 6-12-2 
through 20 games, were actually three points behind their 8-11-1 
pandemic season pace. 

It doesn’t seem possible. 

Three questions for the second quarter. 

Could whoever is holding Elias Pettersson hostage please accept the 
ransom and return him unharmed? (Because the guy currently wearing 
No. 40 is clearly an imposter). 

Most analytics models trashed the Canucks’ chances before the season 
started, but did anyone actually project that Pettersson, their best forward 
and one of the NHL’s most dynamic drivers of offence, would head to 
Game 20 looking for his first even-strength goal of the season? And that 
the centre who won the Calder Trophy just two-and-a-half years ago 
would be on pace for 13 goals and 43 points? 

Pettersson insists his injured wrist is fully healed and not a factor. But 
there must be other factors because his early struggles are astonishing, 
even allowing for the Swede’s return from a serious injury, his lack of pre-
season preparation due to contract negotiations and the pressure for a 
just-turned-23-year-old to live up to a paycheque that makes him 
Vancouver’s highest-paid forward at $7.35-million per season. 

The centre’s shooting percentage of 5.6 per cent is more than 10 points 
below his career average, so there must be a market correction coming. 
But beyond Pettersson’s inability to score – he has three goals, only one 
of which was from the laser shot we’ve come to expect from him – the 
centre just hasn’t looked right, bobbling pucks, passing up shots, even 

labouring at times on his skates. At five-on-five, the Canucks have been 
outscored 10-6 with Pettersson on the ice. 

“I take big responsibility,” Pettersson said last week. “I know I have a lot 
better in me. I don't think I've played my best hockey -- not close to it yet 
so far this season. I don't know why, otherwise I would have figured it 
out. “I wouldn't say this is new. Without struggle, I wouldn't be here where 
I am today. There's many times in my short career that I've played bad 
and not had the production I wanted in multiple games. 

“I always put pressure on me because I take pride in playing my best 
hockey and helping this team win. Maybe I put too much pressure on me, 
but that's who I am. That's the way I compete, that's how I live as hockey 
player. I want to be the best player I can be every game.” 

Until Pettersson and other struggling stars like Brock Boeser (four goals, 
four assists, eight points) and Bo Horvat (five goals, five assists, 10 
points) get going, the Canucks will continue to have a very low ceiling. 

Garland finding good chemistry with Pettersson and Podkolzin 

Can the special teams really be this bad? 

Knowing that key penalty-killer Tyler Motte would probably miss the start 
of the season due to spinal surgery in June, then learning in August that 
Motte’s PK1 partner, Brandon Sutter, was falling down the dark well of 
long-haul COVID symptoms, the Canucks were always going to face a 
personnel issue shorthanded. Penalty-killers Jay Beagle, Antoine 
Roussel and Loui Eriksson were bundled with their bad contracts and 
traded to Arizona as the Canucks did a summer cleaning of their salary 
cap. Defenceman Alex Edler left as a free agent. 

But none of that explains a penalty kill that is epically bad, historically 
bad, ranked last in the NHL with a success rate of just 62.3 per cent. 
Through 20 games last season, Canuck penalty killing was 11th at 82.3 
per cent. Vancouver has surrendered two or more power-play goals in a 
game eight times, and their 23 goals against while shorthanded are 
already more than the Vegas Golden Knights allowed all of last season. 

The Canucks’ pre-season hope was that the projectible downgrade in 
penalty killing would be offset by an improvement in the power play, 
which never lacked for talent and this fall was bolstered by newcomers 
like Conor Garland, Oliver Ekman-Larsson and bazooka-shooting rookie 
Vasily Podkolzin. But like the team, the power play is somehow worse. It 
headed to Pittsburgh 23rd in the NHL with a success rate of 16.2 per 
cent. With all their offensive talent, which was supposed to be the 
Canucks’ strength, Vancouver should have a top-10 power play. 

Combine the (especially bad) special teams, and the Canucks were 
running a goals deficit of 24-12 through 19 games. As with the 
disappearance of top forwards not named J.T. Miller, this condition is not 
survivable for the Canucks. 

Will Jim Benning still be the GM by the Olympic Break? 

Actually, it’s hard to say if Benning will still be general manager next 
week. But he survived the crisis created earlier this month by an 0-3 road 
trip in which the Canucks were outscored 19-6 and some fans at Rogers 
Arena welcomed the team home with chants of “Fire Benning!” If owner 
Francesco Aquilini had a succession plan, we’d probably have seen it by 
now and it appears the Aquilini family may try to ride out another season 
and make a measured decision on their GM when it’s over. 

Considering the roster upgrades from the summer, the start probably 
reflects worse on coach Travis Green than the GM. But Benning’s hands 
have been on the controls for eight years in Vancouver. And although he 
drafted a bunch of stars and rebuilt a team from the aging parts left him 
by former GM Mike Gillis, Benning has been unable to push the team 
forward from its bubble breakthrough. 

Benning looked almost broken when he held a press conference at 
Rogers Arena last week, a couple of days after his summit meeting with 
Aquilini. We can understand why. Most of Benning’s off-season moves 
have paid off: Ekman-Larsson looks reborn and has become a top-tier 
defenceman again, and the cyclone Garland is behind only Miller in 
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scoring and already a fan favourite. Goalie Thatcher Demko and 
defenceman Quinn Hughes are flourishing under big, new contracts, 
backup goalie Jaroslav Halak has been solid on the ice and as a salary-
cap item, and rookie Vasily Podkolzin gets better by the week. And yet 
the Canucks are worse. 

Turns out it wasn’t all the new players the Canucks needed to worry 
about, but the existing ones into whose young hands the team was 
placed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: American Thanksgiving edition 

Need To Know: Panthers tie an NHL record and McDavid bounces back 
big time 

Here's what you need to know from a busy Wednesday, where the 
Panthers triumphed in OT for their 11th straight home win to start the 
season, Auston Matthews and the Leafs blew out the Kings in L.A., and 
Connor McDavid came back in a major way, enjoying a four-point night. 

 

Ryan Dixon November 25, 2021, 11:54 AM 

 

All the food debates happening across America right now completely 
miss the point. The joy of Thanksgiving — regardless of which month you 
celebrate it — isn’t rooted in a single item on your plate; it’s the fact 
there’s no shame in filling that bad boy up as many times as you’d like. 

Holidays are a hedonist’s paradise! 

Of course, as a pal of mine likes to say, the bill for the good times always 
comes. And anyone who’s ever overstuffed on turkey can tell you, a 
deep, depilating lethargy often takes hold about two hours after dinner. 

This NHL campaign kicked off just after Thanksgiving in Canada and six 
weeks into the season, some players look like they’re still shaking out the 
drumsticks. Sleepy starts can be forgiven, naturally, as long as they don’t 
last too long. 

With that in mind, this week’s power rankings highlight one player on 
every squad who could use a squirt of hot sauce in his diet. 

1. Florida Panthers (14-2-3) 

Patric Hornqvist isn’t a lead horse on this team, but he did score at a 26-
goal pace for the Cats last season. It took him 11 games to get on the 
board this year and he’s buried just two pucks in 19 outings thus far. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (14-3-1) 

I’m sure Jesperi Kotkaniemi is happy to be on a new team, I’m sure 
Carolina viewed the offer sheet as a long play for a guy who’s just 21 
years old. That said, Kotkaniemi has three goals and just a single assist 
this year in 18 games. He’s also seen less than 10 minutes of ice in three 
of his past six contests. 

3. Calgary Flames (12-3-5) 

If I told you Calgary would be one of the teams surging to start the year, 
wouldn’t you assume Sean Monahan had recaptured 30-goal form? The 
big centre has just two markers all year. Monahan is scoring at a 14-goal 
pace in 70 contests dating back to the start of last season. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (14-5-0) 

Kailer Yamamoto has five points in 19 games as the 2017 first-rounder 
can’t seem to find anything close to the point-per-game pace he 
displayed over 27 games in 2019-20. 

5. Washington Capitals (12-3-5) 

It’s not that Vitek Vanecek has been bad, more like he just didn’t grab the 
bull by the horns when Ilya Samsonov was out or scuffling a bit upon his 
return from injury. Vanecek’s .916 save percentage at even strength 
ranks him 32nd in the league among tenders with at least five games 
played. (To be fair, Samsonov is only 30th at .918). 

6. Colorado Avalanche (10-5-1) 

We’re happy giving Darcy Kuemper time to adjust to his new team, but 
even during the Avs’ recent hot stretch, Kuemper’s save percentage 
during his past nine games is a ho-hum .908. He’s also on a bizarre run 
of losing skate blades in the middle of the action. 

Remaining Time -2:13 

Milano scores as Kuemper loses skate blade for second straight game 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning (11-4-3) 

Corey Perry scored his first of the year on Tuesday night during a win 
over Philly and did the whole thing where you pretend to grab the 
monkey that’s been residing on your back and toss it into the stands. 
Nobody expects the former MVP to light it up, but he should probably do 
a little more warm-up scoring before he’s expected to shine in the 
playoffs. 

Remaining Time -1:08 

Need To Know: Perry scores first with Tampa, McDavid's point streak 
ends at 17 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (14-6-1) 

Zero goals in 21 games is not what the team had in mind for Nick Ritchie, 
who has not been able to seize a prime opportunity to prove his 22-goal 
pace from last season was no fluke. 

9. New York Rangers (12-4-3) 

Igor Shesterkin may be the man, but a little support from Alexandar 
Georgiev would be nice. The Bulgarian has the worst save percentage 
(.858) of the 56 goalies who have appeared in at least five games. 

10. Minnesota Wild (12-6-1) 

This distinction was Kevin Fiala’s to lose as of last week, but he’s come 
alive with four points in his past five outings. As such, we have to stick it 
to the goalie duo of Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen, who have 
combined to provide the six-worst save percentage in the league (.896). 

11. Columbus Blue Jackets (11-6-0) 

Finding dogs on good teams is tough; finding them on over-achieving 
squads is nearly impossible. That said, it took Jack Roslovic 16 games to 
locate the back of the net and I think we can safely say Columbus was 
hoping for better production than that from the local boy. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins (9-6-4) 

Yep, we’re doing it! C’mon Crosby, shake the lead out! Sid has just one 
goal and two points in seven appearances and is losing 60 per cent of his 
faceoffs. Read this all again quickly before it changes. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights (12-8-0) 

We really had to reach here because so many key Vegas players have 
missed significant chunks of the season. Somehow we settled on Shea 
Theodore, who is, in fact, one of Vegas’s best skaters. The 
defenceman’s possession numbers have always been through the roof 
and his Corsi hasn’t dipped below 60 per cent in each of the past three 
seasons. Right now, though, he’s sitting at 50.7. 

14. Boston Bruins (10-6-0) 

He’s certainly going to eclipse the five goals he potted last season, but 
Jake DeBrusk is still scoring at just a 15-goal pace. 
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15. New Jersey Devils (8-5-4) 

Nico Hischier isn’t a true light-it-up No. 1 overall pick and he’s scuffling 
along with a shooting percentage of 5.9 per cent, but two goals in 17 
outings for the captain isn’t a super-great look. 

16. St. Louis Blues (10-7-2) It’s wonderful to witness young players like 
Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas taking off in St. Louis, but the Blues 
would enjoy seeing Ryan O’Reilly get back to being that 70-point guy. 

17. Anaheim Ducks (10-7-3) 

Max Comtois is currently out after he had surgery on his right hand. We’ll 
see what happens when he returns, but his one point in 13 games did not 
pick up where his breakout year last season left off. 

18. Winnipeg Jets (9-6-4) 

Five assists (and no goals) in 14 games? Not a single point in the past 
four games, all losses for the Jets? Who is this imposter Blake Wheeler? 

19. San Jose Sharks (10-8-1) 

The net was Adin Hill’s to lose and lose it he has, posting an .890 save 
percentage while James Reimer has shone with a .936 mark. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (8-6-4) 

The arrow has been pointing down on James van Riemsdyk for a few 
years, but JVR has just two goals in 18 games this season. 

21. Nashville Predators (10-8-1) 

It looked like the Eeli Tolvanen thing might finally be happening last 
season, but he’s sitting on a single goal in 19 games. 

22. Dallas Stars (8-7-2) 

The UFA contract Dallas gave Alexander Radulov in the summer of 2017 
was always going to provide diminishing returns — and diminish those 
returns have, as the Russian has but a single marker in 17 games this 
year. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (9-9-3) 

While youngsters surge around him in the lineup, things just have yet to 
click for Filip Zadina. The sixth overall pick from 2018 is sitting on three 
goals in 21 games. 

24. Los Angeles Kings (8-8-3) 

We’re giving it to the entire defence corps because, prior to Wednesday 
night’s tilt with the Leafs, Drew Doughty was the only blue-liner on this 
club to register a goal all year. Sean Durzi, making his NHL debut against 
the team that drafted him, became the second in a 6-2 drubbing. 

25. New York Islanders (5-9-2) 

Between a 13-game roadie to start the year, a COVID outbreak and three 
straight L’s to kick off the UBS Arena era, I think we can safely say the 
Islanders are having a year from hell. Basically, everyone outside Ilya 
Sorokin has disappointed, but Mathew Barzal can wear it because he’s 
paid to be a 75-point guy, not a 50-point guy. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (6-11-2) 

Obviously, everyone was going to cut Jonathan Toews a lot of slack as 
he returned from a year away from hockey. Still, the captain is playing 18 
minutes a night and has yet to find the net. 

27. Buffalo Sabres (7-10-2) 

Offence from the blue line has always been Will Butcher’s calling card, 
but the former Devil has just two points in his first 15 outings as a Sabre. 

28. Seattle Kraken (6-12-1) 

Philipp Grubauer finished third in Vezina Trophy voting last year, so the 
Kraken surely thought they’d be seeing something better than an .890 
save percentage through 16 games. 

29. Ottawa Senators (4-12-1) 

Tim Stützle seems to be working through a bit of a sophomore jinx with 
just one goal in 17 games. 

30. Arizona Coyotes (4-14-2) Surely the Yotes would have loved for Phil 
Kessel to pump his trade value a bit by scoring more than three times in 
20 contests. 

31. Vancouver Canucks (6-12-2) 

If the Canucks stand any chance of getting this season back on the rails, 
they’ll have to be sparked by better play from Elias Pettersson. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Pettersson: 'Just got to get better and find our swagger back' 

32. Montreal Canadiens (5-14-2) 

In a sea of disappointment, Jeff Petry’s struggles have to be the most 
stark. The fluid, right-shot defenceman could be playing his way right off 
Team USA. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: American Thanksgiving edition 

Here's what you need to know from a busy Wednesday, where the 
Panthers triumphed in OT for their 11th straight home win to start the 
season, Auston Matthews and the Leafs blew out the Kings in L.A., and 
Connor McDavid came back in a major way, enjoying a four-point night. 

 

Ryan Dixon @dixononsports November 25, 2021, 11:54 AM 

 

All the food debates happening across America right now completely 
miss the point. The joy of Thanksgiving — regardless of which month you 
celebrate it — isn’t rooted in a single item on your plate; it’s the fact 
there’s no shame in filling that bad boy up as many times as you’d like. 

Holidays are a hedonist’s paradise! 

Of course, as a pal of mine likes to say, the bill for the good times always 
comes. And anyone who’s ever overstuffed on turkey can tell you, a 
deep, depilating lethargy often takes hold about two hours after dinner. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

This NHL campaign kicked off just after Thanksgiving in Canada and six 
weeks into the season, some players look like they’re still shaking out the 
drumsticks. Sleepy starts can be forgiven, naturally, as long as they don’t 
last too long. 

With that in mind, this week’s power rankings highlight one player on 
every squad who could use a squirt of hot sauce in his diet. 

1. Florida Panthers (14-2-3) 

Patric Hornqvist isn’t a lead horse on this team, but he did score at a 26-
goal pace for the Cats last season. It took him 11 games to get on the 
board this year and he’s buried just two pucks in 19 outings thus far. 
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2. Carolina Hurricanes (14-3-1) 

I’m sure Jesperi Kotkaniemi is happy to be on a new team, I’m sure 
Carolina viewed the offer sheet as a long play for a guy who’s just 21 
years old. That said, Kotkaniemi has three goals and just a single assist 
this year in 18 games. He’s also seen less than 10 minutes of ice in three 
of his past six contests. 

3. Calgary Flames (12-3-5) 

If I told you Calgary would be one of the teams surging to start the year, 
wouldn’t you assume Sean Monahan had recaptured 30-goal form? The 
big centre has just two markers all year. Monahan is scoring at a 14-goal 
pace in 70 contests dating back to the start of last season. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (14-5-0) 

Kailer Yamamoto has five points in 19 games as the 2017 first-rounder 
can’t seem to find anything close to the point-per-game pace he 
displayed over 27 games in 2019-20. 

5. Washington Capitals (12-3-5) 

It’s not that Vitek Vanecek has been bad, more like he just didn’t grab the 
bull by the horns when Ilya Samsonov was out or scuffling a bit upon his 
return from injury. Vanecek’s .916 save percentage at even strength 
ranks him 32nd in the league among tenders with at least five games 
played. (To be fair, Samsonov is only 30th at .918). 

6. Colorado Avalanche (10-5-1) 

We’re happy giving Darcy Kuemper time to adjust to his new team, but 
even during the Avs’ recent hot stretch, Kuemper’s save percentage 
during his past nine games is a ho-hum .908. He’s also on a bizarre run 
of losing skate blades in the middle of the action. 

Remaining Time -2:13 

Milano scores as Kuemper loses skate blade for second straight game 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning (11-4-3) 

Corey Perry scored his first of the year on Tuesday night during a win 
over Philly and did the whole thing where you pretend to grab the 
monkey that’s been residing on your back and toss it into the stands. 
Nobody expects the former MVP to light it up, but he should probably do 
a little more warm-up scoring before he’s expected to shine in the 
playoffs. 

Remaining Time -1:08 

Need To Know: Perry scores first with Tampa, McDavid's point streak 
ends at 17 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (14-6-1) 

Zero goals in 21 games is not what the team had in mind for Nick Ritchie, 
who has not been able to seize a prime opportunity to prove his 22-goal 
pace from last season was no fluke. 

9. New York Rangers (12-4-3) 

Igor Shesterkin may be the man, but a little support from Alexandar 
Georgiev would be nice. The Bulgarian has the worst save percentage 
(.858) of the 56 goalies who have appeared in at least five games. 

10. Minnesota Wild (12-6-1) 

This distinction was Kevin Fiala’s to lose as of last week, but he’s come 
alive with four points in his past five outings. As such, we have to stick it 
to the goalie duo of Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen, who have 
combined to provide the six-worst save percentage in the league (.896). 

11. Columbus Blue Jackets (11-6-0) 

Finding dogs on good teams is tough; finding them on over-achieving 
squads is nearly impossible. That said, it took Jack Roslovic 16 games to 

locate the back of the net and I think we can safely say Columbus was 
hoping for better production than that from the local boy. 

Sign up for NHL newsletters 

Get the best of our NHL coverage and exclusives delivered directly to 
your inbox! 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins (9-6-4) 

Yep, we’re doing it! C’mon Crosby, shake the lead out! Sid has just one 
goal and two points in seven appearances and is losing 60 per cent of his 
faceoffs. Read this all again quickly before it changes. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights (12-8-0) 

We really had to reach here because so many key Vegas players have 
missed significant chunks of the season. Somehow we settled on Shea 
Theodore, who is, in fact, one of Vegas’s best skaters. The 
defenceman’s possession numbers have always been through the roof 
and his Corsi hasn’t dipped below 60 per cent in each of the past three 
seasons. Right now, though, he’s sitting at 50.7. 

14. Boston Bruins (10-6-0) 

He’s certainly going to eclipse the five goals he potted last season, but 
Jake DeBrusk is still scoring at just a 15-goal pace. 

15. New Jersey Devils (8-5-4) 

Nico Hischier isn’t a true light-it-up No. 1 overall pick and he’s scuffling 
along with a shooting percentage of 5.9 per cent, but two goals in 17 
outings for the captain isn’t a super-great look. 

16. St. Louis Blues (10-7-2) It’s wonderful to witness young players like 
Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas taking off in St. Louis, but the Blues 
would enjoy seeing Ryan O’Reilly get back to being that 70-point guy. 

17. Anaheim Ducks (10-7-3) 

Max Comtois is currently out after he had surgery on his right hand. We’ll 
see what happens when he returns, but his one point in 13 games did not 
pick up where his breakout year last season left off. 

18. Winnipeg Jets (9-6-4) 

Five assists (and no goals) in 14 games? Not a single point in the past 
four games, all losses for the Jets? Who is this imposter Blake Wheeler? 

19. San Jose Sharks (10-8-1) 

The net was Adin Hill’s to lose and lose it he has, posting an .890 save 
percentage while James Reimer has shone with a .936 mark. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (8-6-4) 

The arrow has been pointing down on James van Riemsdyk for a few 
years, but JVR has just two goals in 18 games this season. 

21. Nashville Predators (10-8-1) 

It looked like the Eeli Tolvanen thing might finally be happening last 
season, but he’s sitting on a single goal in 19 games. 

22. Dallas Stars (8-7-2) 

The UFA contract Dallas gave Alexander Radulov in the summer of 2017 
was always going to provide diminishing returns — and diminish those 
returns have, as the Russian has but a single marker in 17 games this 
year. 

23. Detroit Red Wings (9-9-3) 

While youngsters surge around him in the lineup, things just have yet to 
click for Filip Zadina. The sixth overall pick from 2018 is sitting on three 
goals in 21 games. 

24. Los Angeles Kings (8-8-3) 
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We’re giving it to the entire defence corps because, prior to Wednesday 
night’s tilt with the Leafs, Drew Doughty was the only blue-liner on this 
club to register a goal all year. Sean Durzi, making his NHL debut against 
the team that drafted him, became the second in a 6-2 drubbing. 

25. New York Islanders (5-9-2) 

Between a 13-game roadie to start the year, a COVID outbreak and three 
straight L’s to kick off the UBS Arena era, I think we can safely say the 
Islanders are having a year from hell. Basically, everyone outside Ilya 
Sorokin has disappointed, but Mathew Barzal can wear it because he’s 
paid to be a 75-point guy, not a 50-point guy. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (6-11-2) 

Obviously, everyone was going to cut Jonathan Toews a lot of slack as 
he returned from a year away from hockey. Still, the captain is playing 18 
minutes a night and has yet to find the net. 

27. Buffalo Sabres (7-10-2) 

Offence from the blue line has always been Will Butcher’s calling card, 
but the former Devil has just two points in his first 15 outings as a Sabre. 

28. Seattle Kraken (6-12-1) 

Philipp Grubauer finished third in Vezina Trophy voting last year, so the 
Kraken surely thought they’d be seeing something better than an .890 
save percentage through 16 games. 

29. Ottawa Senators (4-12-1) 

Tim Stützle seems to be working through a bit of a sophomore jinx with 
just one goal in 17 games. 

30. Arizona Coyotes (4-14-2) Surely the Yotes would have loved for Phil 
Kessel to pump his trade value a bit by scoring more than three times in 
20 contests. 

31. Vancouver Canucks (6-12-2) 

If the Canucks stand any chance of getting this season back on the rails, 
they’ll have to be sparked by better play from Elias Pettersson. 

Remaining Time -0:30 

Pettersson: 'Just got to get better and find our swagger back' 

32. Montreal Canadiens (5-14-2) 

In a sea of disappointment, Jeff Petry’s struggles have to be the most 
stark. The fluid, right-shot defenceman could be playing his way right off 
Team USA. 
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TSN.CA / Amid 21-game goal-scoring drought, Leafs’ Ritchie feels the 
love 

 

Mark Masters 11-13 minutes 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the SAP Center in San Jose on Thursday ahead of Friday’s 
game against the Sharks. 

Nick Ritchie was once again among the last players on the ice after Leafs 
practice. After workouts at home, he'll usually spend time with the team's 
player development staff. On Thursday, it was head coach Sheldon 
Keefe offering some one-on-one tutoring. The focus was on changing the 
angle of his shots.  

"Sheldon knows that stuff as well," Ritchie said. "He helped today. He 
doesn't do that all the time because there's other guys to do that, but on 
the road those people aren't here." 

Ritchie has not scored through 21 games this season. 

"We'd like him to score and he is capable of it," said Keefe. "I believe 
strongly that once he does score, it is going to open up for him. I think he 
is a guy who is capable of scoring big goals for us at big times. I think 
that is going to come. We have to continue to support him through this." 

Ritchie was not among the 11 Leafs to pick up a point in Wednesday's 
win, but teammates went out of their way to praise him afterwards. 
Specifically, they highlighted his screen on Jonathan Quick ahead of the 
Jason Spezza power-play goal.  

"Just an unbelievable screen," said Auston Matthews. "It's tough to beat 
Quickie one-on-one when he's seeing it." 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 25, 2021 

Late in the blowout win, Leafs players appeared to be doing their best to 
try and set up Ritchie. The Orangeville, Ont., native finished the night 
with three shots on net. 

"He's had a lot of great opportunities," said Mitch Marner. "It's hard when 
that's not falling your way especially for a player of his talent and calibre. 
So, just make sure we we stay on him about sticking with it and letting 
him know it is going to come. He's done a lot of great things for us 
especially these past couple games being around the net and making it 
hard on goalies. His time's going to come."  

"The support of his teammates goes a long way," said Keefe. "He needs 
to get support from the coaching staff as well to help keep him focused 
on other things. I do think he has done good things." 

Ritchie leads the Leafs in hits. On Sunday in New York, Ritchie was 
effective on the forecheck and made a nice touch pass to David Kampf, 
who then fed Ondrej Kase for an insurance goal against the Islanders. 
That secondary assist represents Ritchie's only even-strength point this 
season. 

    Ritchie ��� Kämpf ��� Kaše ����#LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/ixpAiqKrlx 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 22, 2021 

After scoring 15 goals in 56 games with Boston last season, Ritchie didn't 
receive a qualifying offer from the Bruins and signed a two-year, $5-
million deal with his hometown team. He got the first look in the first-line 
spot vacated by Zach Hyman, but it didn't click and Ritchie was soon 
demoted.  

"Last season, he was on a career-high pace," Keefe said. "He is coming 
into this group here and he wants to make a mark. You can just imagine 
what he might be going through mentally. I think he has handled it very 
well ... We have been winning a lot of games so I think that helps reduce 
some of the pressure." 

"I had good chances the last little while," Ritchie said. "A couple more last 
night in the third and one real nice one at the end. We're winning a lot of 
hockey games and that's the focus. If I get a goal that would be nice, but 
winning's more important." 

--- 

During this road trip, Ritchie has started both games on the third line with 
Kampf and Kase. Both players are questionable for Friday's showdown in 
San Jose. 

Kampf left Wednesday's game in the first period after taking a high hit 
from Rasmus Kupari. He was held out of the rest of the game as a 
precaution. The 26-year-old was back on the ice at Thursday's practice.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 26, 2021 

 

"It was a good day for him," said Keefe. "We will see how he is tomorrow 
when he wakes up and comes to the rink. We'll call it a game-time 
decision, I guess, but it was a very positive day for him." 

Kampf has made a big impact on the Leafs this season allowing Keefe to 
build a reliable checking line, which neutralizes top opposition and soaks 
up defensive-zone starts.  

"He's brought stability to our group," observed veteran forward Jason 
Spezza. "Stability through the middle of the ice. He plays the right way. 
He's a very unselfish hockey player. He's a team player. He's a great kid 
off the ice. He's an extremely hard worker. You guys don't see the work 
he puts in in the gym."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kampf takes part in practice; Woll starts in SJ 

David Kampf took part in practice ahead of the Maple Leafs' matchup 
with San Jose, after taking a high hit in Wednesday's game. Jack 
Campbell was absent from the practice. TSN's Mark Masters has more 
on Kampf's condition and Campbell's absence. 

--- 

Kase missed practice on Thursday.  

"It is a maintenance day," said Keefe. "We will see how he is in the 
morning." 

Kase plays an aggressive game and was described as a "kamikaze 
fighter" by teammate Wayne Simmonds on Wednesday morning. While 
admirable that style of play takes its toll on a guy.  

"He has been through a lot with how he plays," said Keefe. "We will give 
him a good day today for things to settle for him and take it from there." 

--- 

Michigan native Jack Campbell has plenty of be thankful for this 
Thanksgiving.  

"So much," the 29-year-old said. "My family, of course. I'm spoiled with 
them. And just playing with the Toronto Maple Leafs. My team. My 
teammates. Yeah, it's just incredible."    

Campbell can also be thankful for a bit more rest. He was absent from 
Thursday's practice as the team continues to manage his workload. 
Joseph Woll will start on Friday.  

"It is not so much even missing the game tomorrow," Keefe said, "it's 
taking a day like today — an additional day off the rest of the team 
doesn’t [get] — and what that can do for his body and his mind. We think 
it is equally important to find these types of days." 

Campbell has gotten parts of practice off, but rarely stays off the ice 
entirely. Oftentimes he will do some work with goalie coach Steve Briere 
and then depart. On Thursday, he didn't hit the ice at all.  

Campbell leads all NHL starters in save percentage (.943) and games 
played (17). The team wants to keep him in a rhythm without overworking 
him.  

"It is a challenge," Keefe acknowledged. "I don't know that there is any 
real threshold there that you say is too much or the right amount. It is 
knowing that you do have to give him time. That is just the fair thing to do 
and the smart thing to do knowing how long the season is." 

The Leafs planned to go with a tandem system this year, but Petr Mrazek 
has only played in two games due to a groin injury. He was able to get 
through a full practice on Thursday and is getting closer to a return.  

Campbell has a lot to be thankful for including 'Sooooooup' cheers in L.A. 

Life is good for Jack Campbell right now. He leads the NHL in save 
percentage and on Wednesday night defeated his old team and mentor 
Jonathan Quick in Los Angeles while being stranded with “Sooooup” 
cheers. What’s he thankful for on Thanksgiving? “So much,” he said. "My 

family. I’m spoiled with them. And just playing with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. My team. My teammates. Yeah, it’s just incredible." 

---  

The Leafs have won 12 of their last 14 games and scored a season-high 
six goals on Wednesday, but there's no plan to reward the guys with a 
day off during this California road trip.  

"We've really just tried to stay in our routine and stay really businesslike," 
the coach explained. "We've tried to be very purposeful on this trip, in 
particular, to stay in a rhythm and a routine. We looked at maybe 
scheduling a day off [today or Saturday], but we just felt on a trip such as 
this where the weather is nice and there are some distractions and 
things, [it's best to] just keep the guys busy and keep working."  

The players don't seem to mind. Many stayed out for extra work after 
Thursday's 30-minute practice wrapped. 

"Winning is very fun," said Spezza. "It makes a fun atmosphere around 
the room. It makes practices fun. When you're winning, it seems like 
everybody's feeling good. Definitely, our team is coming closer together 
as a group and gained a lot of chemistry through these wins. It creates a 
belief. We're winning close games. We're winning games the right way. 
Special teams have been good and that's usually details. And I think it 
leads to a happy group and you want to keep it going. When you're 
winning you want to keep it going, because when you lose a few it's hard 
to get back in the win column. We know that. We've been there already 
this year. So, we want to keep the positivity rolling."  

After playing in New York on Sunday, the team travelled to Los Angeles 
on Monday. It was not a day off, but the players didn't take the ice.  

Keefe looking to keep Leafs focused while on the road 

Sheldon Keefe discusses the priority of keeping the team focused and in-
check, while on the road. Keefe says that he's been trying to keep the 
team to a routine and regular rhythm, while still allowing players to enjoy 
the weather and a Thanksgiving meal. 

--- 

Matthews was called for boarding Kings forward Blake Lizotte late in the 
first period on Wednesday. Before the second period began, the Lady 
Byng Trophy nominee made a beeline for referee Trevor Hanson.  

"I didn't think it was a penalty," Matthews said. "I wanted an explanation. I 
thought I was just finishing my check. I know he happens to be a little bit 
of a smaller guy [5-foot-9, 170 pounds] compared to me [6-foot-3, 205 
pounds], but I wanted an explanation as to what he saw so I could maybe 
learn from it. I don't hit many guys. I don't throw the body around too 
much. Yeah, I don't know." 

Keefe didn't like the call either.  

"He takes a lot of those kinds of hits," the coach noted. "Guys key on 
him." 

    Auston Matthews with a crushing hit on Blake Lizotte. 
pic.twitter.com/1n9VubwtwW 

    — alberto (@twistedleafs) November 25, 2021 

While the Leafs didn't care for the call, they loved seeing the physicality 
from their No. 1 centre.  

"When he's doing that, obviously, as a line and a team we know he's 
really engaged in that game," said Marner. "It's good seeing him do that." 

Matthews is producing 2.57 hits per 60 minutes so far this season, which 
is down from a career-high of 3.05 last season.  

"It's awesome to see him throw his weight around," said linemate Michael 
Bunting. "He's a big boy and real strong out there. I notice that when he 
gets into the corners he's able to win pretty much every puck battle."   

--- 
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Lines at Thursday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Ritchie - Kampf - Simmonds 

Engvall - Semyonov - Spezza 

Clifford 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren 

Dermott 

Woll 

Mrázek 
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