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The Hurricanes found a spark. Five takeaways from Carolina’s win over the Flyers 

By Chip Alexander 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 6-3 win Friday 
over the Philadelphia Flyers to end a six-game road trip and a 
two-game losing streak: 

▪ What’s the best way to end a scoring drought? Scoring four 
times in a period is one way. It’s also the way the Canes (15-
3-1) used Friday in surging into a second-period lead. 

Sebastian Aho, who had scored in the first, won the draw to 
open the second and then ripped a shot past goalie Carter 
Hart at 23 seconds of the period. Jesper Fast, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and then Steven Lorentz all scored for a 5-3 lead. 
Nine shots in the period, four goals — for the Canes, that will 
work. It also came after scoring two goals in the past two 
games on 59 shots. 

Andrei Svechnikov, without a goal the past 11 games, scored 
in the third as the Canes had 14 players reach the score sheet. 

“He wants to score every shift on every night, so when it goes 
a long stretch it certainly builds on him,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “That was a big goal early in the third to kind 
of put the game out of reach.” 

▪ The Canes, 9-2-1 on the road this season, took a cross-
country flight Thursday from Seattle, did not have a morning 
skate Friday and had an afternoon start against the Flyers at 
the Wells Fargo Center. 

But after two losses -- in overtime to San Jose and then in 
regulation against the Kraken — the Canes had more than 
enough left to finish out their longest road trip by beating a 
Metro Division team. No jet lag, no late-game lapse. Carolina 
was 4-1-1 on the trip, collecting nine of the 12 points. 

“That’s the biggest takeaway, just flying across country 
(Thursday) after kind of couple of tough games,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It seems like we’ve been on the road forever. I just felt 
the guys dug in. You’re not always going to get those results 
but it was nice to see.” 

▪ Gauging goaltender interference is always a fickle, at times 
befuddling thing in the NHL. It all in the eye of the beholder. 
That, in turn, makes a coach’s challenge dicey at times — and 
did for Brind’Amour in Friday’s game. 

The Flyers’ Ivan Provorov scored 50 seconds into the game. 
It was clear forward Sean Couturier was in the crease and 
appeared to impede goalie Antti Raanta. Enough for 
interference? Brind’Amour lost the challenge, but the Canes 
did then kill off the ensuing delay-of-game penalty to keep it a 
1-0 game. 

▪ A few games ago, Brind’Amour had a line of Aho centering 
Svechnikov and rookie Seth Jarvis, and it looked pretty 
dynamic. Brind’Amour then switched to Jordan Martinook and 
Jarvis with Aho, which was quizzical. On Friday, it was 
Svechnikov and Jarvis with Jordan Staal. 

The best change for Carolina was having Teuvo Teravainen 
back with Aho. The line clicked for a first-period goal as Aho 
scored his ninth of the season after some forechecking 
pressure from Teravainen and Martin Necas. Aho and 
Teravainen read off each so well it’s almost as if they’re 
playing with the same hockey mind. 

Aho nearly completed a hat trick later in the second when Hart 
wandered out of net and left Aho an opening. 

“I know we can score a bunch of goals, but those two points, 
it was a good team we played and the right way to finish the 
road trip.,” Aho said. 

▪ The power play has become an ongoing problem for the 
Canes. Make it five straight games without a power-play goal. 
But that’s only half the problem. The Canes often aren’t 
drawing many penalties, either. 

On the Canes’ first power play Friday, they were tentative and 
did not have a shot on goal. The best looks came from Jarvis, 
the rookie. The second power play was even worse, for the 
Canes and Jarvis, as the Flyers’ Joel Farabee grabbed the 
puck, danced around Jarvis and beat Raanta to score 
shorthanded. 

The Canes were 0-for-4 on the power play Friday and now are 
0-for-11 in the past five games. That’s called going stale. 

“Tonight was bad, the first bad power-play game that we’ve 
had,” Brind’Amour said. “It was bad all-around and you give 
the other team credit. They were really pressuring us. It’s great 
you can win 6-3 and say your power play stunk. There’s 
always something to work on.”
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Projecting the Hurricanes’ roster, salary and cap outlook through 2024-25 

By Sara Civian 

For years, those following the Hurricanes had little to hang 
their hats on about the team — except the allegedly stocked 
prospect pool that would bring a brighter future. 

Well, three consecutive playoff appearances and a current 
14-3-1 record later, the promises of a strong prospect pool 
turned out to be correct — paired with a few stellar moves 
from the front office. The Canes have proved they aren’t a 
fluke, and our prospect whisperer Corey Pronman projected 
them at No. 1 in a 2024-25 standings prediction. 

What might that actually look like, and what will change from 
then to now? 

Let’s get into it. 

The 2022-23 Hurricanes 

Estimated NHL salary cap: $82.5 million. The cap is 
expected to go up by $1 million next season, which will 
obviously help the Hurricanes as they’re dealing with several 
negotiations and currently have less than $2 million in cap 
space. Nothing is promised yet, and the $82.5 million cap 
isn’t official yet, but let’s go with that. 

Key unrestricted free agents in summer 2022: Nino 
Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Derek Stepan, Ian Cole, 
Brendan Smith 

Key restricted free agents in summer 2022: Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, Martin Necas, Steven Lorentz, Ethan Bear, Tony 
DeAngelo 

Projected remaining roster, including estimated RFA 
contracts 

Projected cap space remaining: $12,870,583 

Roster pieces needed: A little bit of everything — except 
goaltending. 

Outlook: Next year’s roster is almost impossible to predict 
because the Hurricanes took on so many one-year contracts 
of all sorts last offseason. Do they re-sign Tony DeAngelo, 
who’s been excellent on the ice? How much does he cost? 
Because I’m sure it’s more than $1 million this time around. 
Do they re-sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi? It kind of feels like they 
have to no matter what based on all they did to acquire him, 
and the fact that there could’ve been a wink-and-nod type 
deal upon his initial signing. Regardless, if they sign him it’ll 
be less expensive than $6.1 million. 

And we haven’t even mentioned key UFAs Vincent Trocheck 
and Nino Niederreiter yet. Is there room to re-sign both? 
Maybe I was too generous with my 2022-23 RFA cap hit 
predictions, but I’m operating on the premise that Kotkaniemi 
will make less, DeAngelo will make more but still nothing 
crazy, Steven Lorentz will hover around league minimum, 

Seth Jarvis is still on his ELC obviously, and Martin Necas 
makes around $5.5 million — which might be a slight lowball. 

All that said and done, and with the expectation that the cap 
will rise, the Canes are looking at around $12,870,583 left in 
cap space if they only sign the most important RFAs. They 
like to play with an abundance of centers, and if they don’t 
expect Necas and/or Kotkaniemi to make the jump next 
season, the Canes will be on the hunt for at least one, 
maybe two NHL centers. I think Derek Stepan has been low-
key incredible as fourth-line center — re-sign him for around 
the same $1.35 million he’s currently on and you’re all set at 
fourth-line center — or just use in-house option Steven 
Lorentz, who could be fine. 

Then you’ve got around $11.8 million left to play with. I’m 
sure the Canes, who are basically at least “listening” to every 
big name trade or UFA around the league, won’t 
automatically re-sign Trocheck without doing their 
homework. But Trocheck has been an incredible force for the 
team, not to mention a great locker room presence. I think 
his playoff performance and ability to stay healthy for the 
playoffs will be of utmost importance. He’s on a stellar $4.75 
million contract right now. How much of a raise does he get? 
If the Canes go with him, and if he wants to stay with the 
promise of winning, maybe a negotiation looks like a high $5 
million to low $6 million range. 

That leaves you with about $6.8 million, and you need one 
more forward and a defenseman. I’ve always thought that 
while Niederreiter is streaky with his scoring, he’s a severely 
underrated net-front force and a sound defensive player. He 
also brings a snarl that the Canes have been criticized for 
lacking at times. But the $5.25 contract is a lot for a winger, 
especially with Necas needing to get paid. I am so curious 
about what his market value will become, then you might 
have another Dougie Hamilton situation where if the market 
value is low, the Canes pay Niederreiter. But if it’s at or 
above what he’s already making, they may have to walk. 
They’ve still got to sign at least one defenseman with Cole as 
a UFA and they’d be pushing it with less than $2 million. 

The 2023-24 Hurricanes 

Key unrestricted free agents in summer 2023: Jordan Staal, 
Jesper Fast, Freddie Andersen, Antti Raanta 

Key restricted free agents in summer 2023: None 

Projected remaining roster 

Off the books: Jake Gardiner ($4,050,000) 

Projected cap space: $31, 345, 583 

Roster pieces needed: Nothing except goaltending — 
assuming they handled business in the previous offseason. 

Outlook: If the Canes can handle the 2021-22 offseason, the 
2022-23 offseason should be relatively simple — but that 
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doesn’t mean easy. There won’t be tons of mini tweaks 
necessary, there are only two question marks but they 
happen to be among the most important. With the way 
Andersen is playing, re-signing him seems like a mutual slam 
dunk, but we all know playoffs will be the biggest barometer 
in his success. 

Let’s assume the best case scenario for a second, that the 
Canes made the feel-good moves in 2022-23, signing 
Trocheck to something like $6 million and Niederreiter took 
something like $4 million (both multi-year). Let’s also assume 
that Lorentz, Necas, Jarvis and/or Kotkaniemi can fill all the 
holes at center at this point. So we’ll add about $1 million for 
letting Stepan walk and hover around $3-4 million left in cap 
space. Now, this is the year Andersen and Raanta are off the 
books, so add $7 million to that and you have about $10.5 
million to sign two goalies and whoever else you might want. 
If Andersen keeps playing how he’s playing, he deserves a 
bit of a raise, but he’s getting older. Let’s say $6 million. 
Then let’s say you either re-sign Raanta for around the same 
price, or you let him walk and magically find a cheap-yet-
competent back up as the Canes apparently love to do. 
You’re out $8 million and have around $2.5 left, but you still 
need to fill some holes. 

This is where I think at least two of Ryan Suzuki, Dominik 
Bokk, Jack Drury and/or David Cotton will be ready for NHL 

roles. Slot ’em in for cheap and find a defenseman if you 
didn’t already re-sign Cole or someone like that. 

The 2024-25 Hurricanes 

Key unrestricted free agents in 2024-25: Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Martinook, Brady Skjei, Brett 
Pesce 

Key restricted free agents in 2024-25: Seth Jarvis 

Projected cap space: Either in need of a player to 
conveniently get injured for the duration of the regular 
season, or back to the dark days of cap heaven 

Outlook: There’s no sense in doing the roster breakdown for 
2024-25, because here it is folks, the window. It feels like 
time is moving so fast when you actually sit here and type 
this out, but 2024-25 is going to be the quintessential 
benchmark offseason. We’re going to see exactly what the 
Canes have accomplished with this core, and depending on 
what happens the management will have to decide whether 
to blow it all up or risk it all for a Cup. 

Well, it might not play out that dramatically, but they might be 
in a position to take some risks. They might end up where 
the Lightning are now in terms of cap hell, and what a good 
problem that will be. They might have all the cap in the world, 
and what a sad silver lining that would be.
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Hurricanes use big 2nd period to end road trip with win in Philly 

Sebastian Aho scored twice to help Carolina get nine of a 
possible 12 points on its six-game trek 

By Cory Lavalette 

A cross-country flight and an afternoon start at the end of a 
long trip is often enough to trip up even the best of teams. 
Throw in a goal allowed in the first minute and a shorthanded 
goal later in the opening period, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
had plenty of excuses to inch toward the bus for the plane 
ride home and a reunion with their homes and families. 

The Hurricanes instead scored three times in the first six 
minutes of the second period to take the lead from the Flyers 
and didn’t look back, ending their six-game road trip with a 6-
3 win in Philadelphia. 

“I think that’s the biggest takeaway, just flying across the 
country yesterday after a couple tough games,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It just feels like we’ve been on 
the road forever. … I just thought the guys dug in tonight, 
and you’re not always going to get those results, but it’s nice 
to see.” 

After managing just one goal in each of their last two games, 
Sebastian Aho had two on his own — including one just 23 
seconds into the middle frame that started a four-goal flurry 
by Carolina in the second period. 

“I think we were able to capitalize on them where in the last 
few games we haven’t really connected on our 
opportunities,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight we did.” 

Things didn’t look so promising in the first period. 

In the opening minute of the game, Philadelphia’s Claude 
Giroux circled the Carolina net and sent a pass across the 
crease that defenseman Ivan Provorov punched into the 
Hurricanes’ net. Carolina challenged for goaltender 
interference, but the goal was upheld to put the Flyers up 1-0 
after just 50 seconds. 

The Hurricanes responded with Aho’s first goal of the night at 
13:40 of the period and had a chance to take the lead when 
they went on the power play just under two minutes later. 

But Carolina’s power play faltered and allowed a rush by Joel 
Farabee, who dangled around Seth Jarvis and scored five-
hole on Antti Raanta (20 saves) to give Philadelphia a 2-0 
lead at 17:02 of the second. The Hurricanes’ power play was 
0 for 4 on the night and has now gone five games without 
scoring. 

Aho’s second goal on a quick short-side shot past Carter 
Hart (30 saves) just 23 seconds into the second period 
opened the floodgates for Carolina. 

“It was a sneaky shot there. Sometimes those go in,” Aho 
said. 

Flyers defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen responded under a 
minute later, but Jesper Fest got his sixth goal of the season 
on the next shift to tie the game at 3. 

Then Jesperi Kotkaniemi finished off a nice sequence by 
scoring off a Jarvis pass to give Carolina the lead for good. 
Steven Lorentz scored in tight for his third of the year late in 
the second to cap Carolina’s four-goal second. 

“It’s always good to get a couple points in,” said Kotkaniemi, 
who also assisted on Lorentz’s goal for his first two-point 
game with the Hurricanes. Kotkaniemi moved back to center 
on Nov. 16 and has looked more effective since returning to 
his natural position. 

“I’ve been playing center a little longer than wing,” he said, 
“so I think it’s a little more natural for me. … You’re a little 
more involved in the game when you play middle. And then 
the skating, you just keep going and you don’t need to stop 
that much, I feel. So I think that’s good for me.” 

Andrei Svechnikov finished the scoring with his eighth goal of 
the year at 4:50 of the third, ending a run of 11 games 
without a goal. 

“I don’t really focus on that. I know he does,” Brind’Amour 
said of Svechnikov ending his drought. “He wants to score 
every shift, let alone every night. So when he goes along 
stretch without scoring, it certainly builds on him. 

“But that was a big goal, right? Early in the third, it just kind 
of put the game out of reach.” 

Notes: Carolina finished its six-game road trip with nine of 12 
possible points and improved its league-best record to 15-3-
1. … Every Hurricanes skater registered a shot on goal, led 
by seven from Aho. … Brendan Smith was plus-3 on the 
night, moving him to plus-2 on the season. There are now no 
Hurricanes players on the roster with a negative plus/minus. 
Josh Leivo, who played two games with Carolina before 
being reassigned to AHL Chicago, is a minus-2 in the NHL 
this season.
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Recap: Canes Conclude Trip With Win In Philadelphia 

Carolina shows adversity with big offensive display 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored four 
unanswered goals Friday afternoon, guiding them to a 6-3 
victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

How It Happened 

The team's first minute of play did not go their way to say the 
least, as the home side opened up the scoring just 50 
seconds in. Despite a challenge from Rod Brind'Amour, a 
Claude Giroux effort setup a crashing Ivan Provorov to make 
it 1-0 early. 

An early momentum shift in the game came as the team's 
first power play a little later in the frame. Although they did 
not score, it kicked off an important stretch in which Carolina 
then started to dictate where the game was being played. 
Their pressure continued beyond the two-minute attempt, 
eventually leading to the team's opening goal of the game 
from Sebastian Aho. What would become a storyline through 
the game, the Canes ability to hawk pucks in the attacking 
end appeared to be too much for the Flyers, starting courtesy 
of Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas. 

Philadelphia would jump back out in front before the end of 
the first period, as Joel Farabee put his team back ahead 
with a shorthanded marker. 

The second period was where the game got hectic, 
beginning with a second of the afternoon for Aho. It was the 
start of a five-goal flurry, with four of them belonging to 
Carolina. Brett Pesce jumped up along the far wall to cut off 
a Philadelphia transition feed, allowing Necas to drop off a 
pass for Carolina's #20, who made it 2-2 with a glove-side 
high shot. 

Rasmus Ristolainen put the Flyers ahead for a third time less 
than a minute later, but the hosting club's final lead of the 
day lasted just 29 seconds. On another Canes forechecking 
effort, Jesper Fast forced a turnover, leading to an Ian Cole 
shot from the point that Fast put back himself. 

From there the engine really got moving for Carolina, who 
tacked on two more in the frame to make it 5-3 after 40 

minutes of play. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo was the point 
man on wonderful setups for both Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Steven Lorentz, giving another large wave of momentum to 
his club. 

Carolina would put it away with an early third period tally 
from Andrei Svechnikov, concluding a 6-3 effort with little 
pushback from Philadelphia. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on what the difference was in today's 
game: 

"The puck went in the net. It feels the same as the other 
games we've had, where we got the opportunities - this time 
we connected on them. That's what stands out to me." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi on his two-point performance: 

"It's always good to get a couple of points. I think it was a 
good game for the whole team. I thought Raants was really 
good in the net and he guaranteed the win for us." 

Sebastian Aho on the team winning in the final game of their 
12-day road trip, after a cross-country flight yesterday: 

"It's good to finish the trip in the right way. It probably wasn't 
the ideal schedule for the last game of the trip for us, but it 
was a great job by the team. We went to work, got two points 
and that's huge." 

What's Next?: 

The team flies home post-game, returning to Raleigh for the 
first time in nearly two weeks. They'll be off on Saturday and 
then return to action Sunday afternoon at PNC Arena against 
the Washington Capitals. 

Bonus Notes: 

 14 of 18 Hurricanes skaters registered points today. 

 Antti Raanta earned his third win in his fourth start 
of the season. He stopped 20 of 23 Philadelphia 
attempts. 

 Sebastian Aho's seven shots on goal led all skaters 
and tied his season-high.
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Hurricanes score four goals in second period, defeat Flyers 

Aho gets two for Carolina, which hands Philadelphia fifth 
straight loss 

By Adam Kimelman 

PHILADELPHIA -- The Carolina Hurricanes scored four 
goals in the second period of a 6-3 win against the 
Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo Center on Friday. 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a 
goal and an assist for Carolina (15-3-1). Antti Raanta made 
20 saves. 

The six goals matched a season high for the Hurricanes and 
came at the end of a 4-1-1 road trip that had them fly from 
Seattle to Philadelphia on Thursday. 

"It's good to finish the road trip in the right way," Aho said. 
"Probably wasn't the ideal schedule for this last game for us. 
Just a great job by our team. We went to work there and got 
the two points though, so that's huge." 

Ivan Provorov, Joel Farabee and Rasmus Ristolainen scored 
for Philadelphia (8-7-4), which lost its fifth straight game (0-3-
2). Carter Hart made 30 saves. 

"We're being challenged right now and as an organization," 
Flyers coach Alain Vigneault said. "It's a challenging time, 
but everyone has to be better and that starts with me. I've 
got to do a better job of making sure that guys perform to 
their level." 

Aho started the Hurricanes' run in the second period when 
he scored to tie it 2-2 at 23 seconds iafter his shot went off 
Ristolainen's stick and over Hart's glove. 

Ristolainen put the Flyers ahead 3-2 with a shot from the 
right face-off circle at 1:16. The Hurricanes tied it 3-3 on 
Jesper Fast's goal at 1:45. Kotkaniemi gave the Hurricanes a 
4-3 lead at 5:48 when he tapped in a pass into the slot by 
Seth Jarvis. Steven Lorentz made it 5-3 at 16:22 when he 
skated in from the right circle. 

"In the second, all our Grade A (chances) seemed to go in," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I don't think we did 
anything differently (from the first period). We just got to our 
game, and for the most part the whole night we did, played 
our game the way we needed to." 

The Hurricanes trailed by a goal three times. 

"Just flying across the country yesterday after kind of a 
couple tough games (2-1 loss at Seattle on Wednesday, 2-1 
overtime loss at San Jose Sharks on Monday), feels like 
we've been on the road forever," Brind'Amour said. "I just 
thought the guys dug in tonight. You're not always going to 
get those results, but it was nice to see." 

Andrei Svechnikov's first goal in 12 games made it 6-3 at 
4:50 of the third period. 

"That was a big goal," Brind'Amour said. "It kind of just put 
the game out of reach and we just kind of cruise through the 
third period, which you don't often have that." 

Provorov made it 1-0 50 seconds into the first period. The 
goal was upheld after a video review for goaltender 
interference. Aho tied it 1-1 at 13:40 with a shot from the 
right circle. 

Farabee scored shorthanded to make it 2-1 at 17:02. The 
Hurricanes turned over the puck at the top of the Flyers zone 
and Farabee broke in alone. He deked around Jarvis and 
beat Raanta between his pads with a wrist shot. 

The Flyers were 0-for-3 on the power play and are 4-for-47 
(8.5 percent) in 15 games since starting the season 4-for-11 
(36.4 percent) in their first four games. 

"I think bounces right now just aren't going in," Farabee said. 
"I thought we had a lot of chances, Carter made a lot of big-
time saves. ... We know what works and we know our 
system works, it's just a matter of doing it. I think with a 
practice day tomorrow we reset and focus on the next one." 

NOTES: The Hurricanes also scored six goals in a 6-3 win 
against the New York Islanders on Oct. 14 and in a 6-3 win 
against the Chicago Blackhawks on Oct. 29. Carolina has 
not gone two consecutive games without a point this season. 
… Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo had two assists and 
has scored five points (one goal, four assists) during a four-
game point streak. ... It was Aho's 28th multigoal game in the 
NHL and second this season (Oct. 21). ... Flyers forward 
Nate Thompson left the game with 5:17 remaining in the third 
period after crashing hard into the boards in front of the 
Philadelphia bench. There was no update after the game. ... 
Philadelphia forward Derick Brassard is expected to be out 
7-10 days because of a lower-body injury sustained during 
the first period of a 4-0 loss at the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday. ... Ristolainen's goal was his first in 35 games; he 
last scored April 6 when he was with the Buffalo Sabres.
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Sebastian Aho scores twice, Hurricanes beat Flyers 6-3 

By Aaron Bracy 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored twice, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and an assist, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Philadelphia Flyers 6-3 on 
Friday. 

Jesper Fast, Steven Lorentz and Andrei Svechnikov also 
scored for the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes. 
They completed a six-game trip by winning four of six. 

“It’s good to finish the road trip in the right way,” Aho said. 
“Just a great job by our team. Two points. That’s huge.” 

Ivan Provorov, Joel Farabee and Rasmus Ristolainen scored 
for Philadelphia. The Flyers have lost five in a row. 

“Everyone has to be better and that starts with me,” 
Philadelphia coach Alain Vigneault said. “We have to stick 
together as a group.” 

The Hurricanes took control by outscoring Philadelphia 4-1 in 
the second period. 

“All our Grade-A’s seemed to go in,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

Aho scored his second of the contest and team-leading 10th 
of the season 23 seconds into the period to tie it at 2. He 
raced across the blue line and fired a wrist shot that 
deflected off Ristolainen’s stick and high over goalie Carter 
Hart. 

The Flyers went up 3-2 1:16 into the second on Ristolainen’s 
first since being acquired in the offseason. His hard slap shot 
beat Antti Raanta on the glove side. 

But Carolina answered 29 seconds later when Fast 
converted a tying goal on a rebound, and the Hurricanes 
went ahead for good with 5:48 remaining in the second on a 
beautiful, tic-tac-toe play with Kotkaniemi finishing from close 
range after passes from Seth Jarvis and Tony DeAngelo. 

Lorentz capped the offensive outburst for Carolina, making it 
5-3 with 3:38 to play in the second by scoring another pretty 
Carolina goal from close range. 

“We do have some talent, for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “But 
most of them came off doing it right the other way. It was 
nice to see.” 

Raanta preserved the two-goal advantage with a stellar pad 
save on Connor Bunnaman on a 2-on-1 with 2 1/2 minutes 
left in the period. 

“We know we can play better,” Flyers captain Claude Giroux 
said. “We know we can support each other better on the ice. 
We have to play as a unit of five, and right now we’re not. 

“As a team, we’re flat. We’re not playing the best we can and 
we know that. There’s a lot of frustration in our game. We 
need to reset here and figure it out.” 

Provorov opened the scoring 50 seconds into the contest. 
Giroux’s pass through the crease went through 
Philadelphia’s Sean Couturier and Carolina’s Jordan Staal to 
the other side, where Provorov was wide open for a wrister. 
Brind’Amour challenged the goal, saying that Couturier 
interfered with Raanta, but the officials upheld the goal after 
video review. 

Aho scored his first with a wrist shot from a sharp angle that 
went over Hart’s left shoulder. 

“It was a sneaky shot there,” Aho said. “Sometimes those go 
in.” 

Farabee scored his second in two games and sixth of the 
season, deking past Seth Jarvis with a fake slap shot and 
then finishing with a wrist shot through Raanta’s legs for a 
short-handed goal with 2:58 to play in the period that gave 
Philadelphia a 2-1 lead. 

HOMETOWN HERO 

DeAngelo, who grew up a Flyers fan in his hometown of 
nearby Sewell, New Jersey, had a pair of assists while 
upping his points streak to four consecutive games. 

BLACK FRIDAY GAME 

The Flyers continued their tradition of a Friday afternoon 
game on Black Friday. The contest marked the club’s 22nd 
such contest since 1997, with 20 of those being played in 
Philadelphia. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Hurricanes: D Ethan Bear (COVID-19 protocol) sat for the 
third straight contest. 

Flyers: C Derrick Brassard (lower body) missed his second 
straight game. He’s likely to miss at least another week. ... C 
Nate Thompson went down hard in front of the Philadelphia 
bench with five minutes left in the third and didn’t return. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Washington on Sunday. 

Flyers: At New Jersey on Sunday.
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Offensive outpour sees Canes past Flyers  

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Philadelphia Flyers, 6-
3, Friday evening at the Wells Fargo Center to cap off their 
six-game road trip. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes finished off the six-game road trip 
the best way they could as they smashed the Philadelphia 
Flyers with a six-goal offensive explosion.  

The Canes had been playing the right way, working hard and 
generating chances, the past two games, but had come up 
mostly empty-handed to show for it. They would not be 
denied a third time however. 

But it wasn’t so smooth sailing to begin with.  

Just 50 seconds into the game, the Flyers had opened up 
the scoring as Claude Giroux sent a perfect no-look pass 
through the crease to Ivan Provorov on the other side for the 
slam dunk.  

The Hurricanes had challenged the goal for goaltender 
interference as Sean Couturier had made contact with Antti 
Raanta in the crease, but the contact wasn’t enough to 
overturn the goal.  

The Canes killed the delay of game penalty and started to 
build their game from there. 

Eventually the work paid off.  

With 6:20 left in the first, Sebastian Aho sniped a puck past 
Carter Hart to tie the game. It was a strong effort by Teuvo 
Teravainen on the puck retrieval and the eventual set up for 
the shot, further enforcing the idea that those two should 
always be playing together.  

The period looked like the Canes shook off the early rust and 
were going to be poised to take the lead, with a 17-6 
advantage in shots after 20, but late in the first, disaster 
struck. 

The Hurricanes’ power play — which hasn’t scored in five 
games — managed to get even worse as Joel Farabee took 
it up the ice, undressed Seth Jarvis and beat Raanta cleanly 
for a shorthanded goal. 

So despite another strong period, the Canes just didn’t come 
out ahead and it was looking like another one of those 
games. 

But then bedlam broke loose in the second.  

Let’s break it down by timestamps: 

19:37: To kick off the period, it was Aho with his second of 
the night as he rifled one past Hart after a solo entry. 

18:44: Then the Flyers took the lead back after Rasmus 
Ristolainen bombed one past Raanta despite no traffic in 
front. 

18:15: Jesper Fast. Hounding in front. Tie game. 

14:12: The Canes take their first lead of the evening on a 
beautiful sequence. Jesperi Kotkaniemi enters the zone, 
leaves it off for Andrei Svechnikov, who drops it to Tony 
DeAngelo, who laces it cross-ice to Seth Jarvis, who one 
touches it to the front of the net where Kotkanimei is to tap it 
home. And breath. 

It was like an episode of Oprah.  

“You get a goal!” 

“You get a goal!” 

“Everybody gets a goal!” 

And while not in the same flurry of action, Steven Lorentz 
decided to join in on the fun late into the period. After yet 
another tremendous pass from DeAngelo found him in all 
alone, Lorentz waited just long enough to get Hart moving 
and sent it right past him. 

While the rest of the team was living on the high of a four 
goal period, Raanta had to be the one to make sure the lead 
stayed two heading into intermission, making a dynamite 
save soon after the Canes’ fifth goal. 

And as the Canes were shutting it down in the third period, 
Svechnikov just had to make sure that the game was well 
and truly finished, snapping an 11-game goal drought with a 
far-side shot. 

The Canes cruised from there and end the road trip with a 4-
1-1 record — good for 9 out of a potential 12 points.  

The Hurricanes will finally return home for another game at 
PNC Arena as they take on the Washington Capitals for a 
top-of-the-division showdown Saturday afternoon at 1 p.m.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Kotkaniemi talk on the offensive win in Philadelphia 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Philadelphia Flyers 6-
3 Friday evening at the Wells Fargo Center. See what the 
head coach and select players had to say after the game. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes capped off their six-game road trip 
with a big, 6-3, offensive win against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Sebastian Aho (2 goals) and Jesperi Kotkaniemi (1 goal, 1 
assist) spoke with the media. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On what stood out most from the game: That the puck went 
into the net. Felt the same as a couple of the other games 
we’ve had. We were getting opportunities, just this time we 
connected on them. That’s what stood out the most for me. 

On the impact of the forecheck: This game felt the same as 
the last one we played as far as how we were getting our 
opportunities created in the same way. It’s just that we were 
able to capitalize on them, where in the last few games, we 
really haven’t connected on them. Tonight we did. 

On if he made any adjustments going into the second period: 
Not really. I thought our first period was actually really good. 
Tough first shift and then you give up a shorty. You take that 
out of it and we had a really good first period, we just didn’t 
capitalize on our chances. Then in the second, all of our 
grade-As seemed to go in. I don’t think we did anything 
differently, we just got to our game and, really for the whole 
night, we played our game the way we needed to. 

On the execution of all six goals: We do have some talent for 
sure. But most of them came off of doing it right. Creating the 
turnovers, that’s what the message is. We’ll be able to score 
some rush goals doing it that way, but you’re not going to get 
a lot that way, that’s for sure. But it was nice to see. 

On mounting the comeback on the tailend of a long road trip: 
I think that’s the biggest takeaway. Just flying across the 
country yesterday after a couple of tough games. It just feels 
like we’ve been on the road forever and I know every team 
has these, but this one felt really long because normally you 
fly out and then come home and then you play another one. I 
just thought the guys dug in tonight. Not always going to be 
fortunate to get those results, but it was nice to see. 

On Andrei Svechnikov getting back in the goal column: I 
don’t really focus on that. I know he does. He wants to score 
every shift, let alone every night. So when he goes a long 
stretch without scoring, it certainly builds on him. But that 
was a big goal. Early in the third and it just kind of puts the 
game out of reach and we just kind of cruised through the 
third period, which you don’t often have that. 

On the power play rut: It’s only a rut because we haven’t 
scored. Tonight was bad though. It was the first bad power 
play game that we’ve had. I liked the power play game that 
we had in Seattle. I liked some of the other stuff, but tonight 
was just bad all around. Give the other team credit, they 
were really pressuring us and a lot of the time it makes it look 
that way. It’s great when you can win 6-3 and say, “Our 
power play stunk!” But there’s always something to work on. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the comeback win: You gain a little confidence when 
you’re down a goal and come back and win a game like that. 
Those are moments that you have to carry with you and it 
creates a little belief in the team. 

On his goals: The first one, I knew Teravainen was going to 
give the puck to me. It was kind of a weird situation with the 
scrum in the corner and I just decided to take a shot and it 
went in. A little lucky, but it was a sneaky shot there. 
Sometimes those go in. The second one, I think it was Brett 
Pesce who held the line there. Pretty good job by him. Then 
Necas had a good play, getting the puck to me with speed. 
Same thing kind of from there. With fresh ice and the first 
shift of the period, I decided to shoot and it was a good shot. 

On fatigue contributing to the rough start: To me, I think it’s 
all mental. You can say fatigue, but at the same time, you 
can’t be exhausted in the first period if you’re not in the third. 
It was one of those mental things. 

On finishing off the road trip with a big offensive showing: I 
was not too worried about the scoring. We have some high-
skilled guys who can score so I know we can score a bunch 
of goals. But those are two points against a good team. It 
was the right way to finish the road trip. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On the points starting to come: It’s always good to get a 
couple of points in. This was a good game for the whole 
team. Raanta was really good in the net and he guaranteed 
the win for us. 

On coming back from two deficits: I think our key has been 
how consistent we’ve been on the road. We just keep 
pushing the same style of play every night and it’s been 
working so far. Just need to keep that going. 

On if he’s more comfortable moving back to center: Yeah, I 
think so. I’ve been playing center a little longer than wing so 
it’s a little more natural for me and I think overall I’m getting 
the system of the game a little bit better here and getting 
used to it. 

On what he likes most about playing at center: I like that 
you’re a little more involved in the game and when you’re 
skating you can just keep going and you don’t have to stop 
that much. I think that’s good for me.
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Five in the third to win! 

Wolves score five goals in third to stun Grand Rapids  

The Chicago Wolves produced three goals in the final 96 
seconds to cap a monstrous third-period rally that gave the 
Wolves a 5-3 win over the Grand Rapids Griffins Friday night 
at Van Andel Arena. 

Forwards Josh Leivo, Maxim Letunov, Spencer Smallman, 
C.J. Smith and Andrew Poturalski scored in the final period 
for the Wolves (9-4-1-1), who authored their biggest rally in 
years and won their fourth game in as many trips to Grand 
Rapids this season. 

Grand Rapids (7-6-2-1) opened the scoring at 12:19 of the 
first on defenseman Jared McIsaac’s first professional goal. 
Kris Criscuolo dragged a faceoff win back to McIsaac, who 
issued a wrister from the high slot. 

After an extended break for Grand Rapids’ annual Teddy 
Bear Toss, the Griffins pushed their lead to 2-0 at 13:17 as 
Criscuolo knocked home a rebound. 

The Wolves applied all of the pressure during the first half of 
the second period. After extended possession time in Grand 
Rapids’ zone, veteran forward Stefan Noesen thought he 
scored 10:41 into the frame, but the officials reviewed the 
video replay and declared no goal. Meanwhile, Chicago’s 
defense didn’t allow Grand Rapids any shots on goal until 
11:49 passed in the period. 

McIsaac picked up his second pro goal at 15:23 of the 
second when Criscuolo won another draw to the rookie 
defenseman. McIsaac carried the puck along the right wall 
and flicked a backhand that sneaked through traffic into the 
net. 

The Wolves launched their comeback with Leivo’s power 
play 1:29 into the third. Dominik Bokk spun the puck back to 
the point for captain Poturalski, who spied Leivo open at the 
left faceoff dot for a pinpoint one-timer. 

Just 57 seconds later, defenseman Jalen Chatfield and 
forward Sam Miletic pushed the puck into the offensive zone 
quickly. Miletic, working down the left wing, found Letunov as 
the late man on the rush and Letunov whistled it home from 
the high slot to cut the deficit to 3-2 at 2:26. 

With the Wolves still trailing with two minutes to go, head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky pulled goaltender Eetu Makiniemi to 
get an extra attacker on the ice. That worked out immediately 
as Poturalski and Jack Drury set up Smallman for the tying 
one-timer at 18:24. 

The Wolves won the subsequent faceoff and Stefan Noesen 
chased it into the corner and backhanded a pass toward the 
goal. The puck either went off Poturalski’s shoulder or hand 
toward the crease for Smith, who swatted it home for a 4-3 
lead with 1:24 to play. 

Poturalski provided an insurance goal — and wrapped up his 
four-point period —with an empty-netter from center ice with 
42 seconds left 

Makiniemi (6-2-1) earned the win with 29 saves while Grand 
Rapids’ Calvin Pickard (7-3-2) also posted 29 saves. 

The Wolves carry this momentum into Thanksgiving 
Weekend home games against Rockford at 7 p.m. Saturday 
and Grand Rapids at 3 p.m. Sunday. To find specials on 
Wolves Howliday Flex Packs and merchandise, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256133947.html 

https://theathletic.com/2979333/2021/11/26/projecting-the-hurricanes-roster-salary-and-cap-outlook-through-2024-25/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/11/hurricanes-use-big-2nd-period-to-end-road-trip-with-win-in-philly/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-conclude-trip-with-win-in-philadelphia/c-328363264 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-flyers-game-recap/c-328136374 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-philadelphia-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-62ac8999648bd1e0504ebb3fe93ced58 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/26/22803942/offensive-outpour-sees-carolina-hurricanes-past-philadelphia-flyers-aho-kotkaniemi-raanta-
svechnikov 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/26/22804080/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-kotkaniemi-talk-on-the-offensive-win-in-philadelphia-carolina-
hurricanes 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/26/five-in-the-third-to-win/ 
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The Hurricanes found a spark. Five takeaways from Carolina’s win over 
the Flyers 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 6-3 win Friday over the 
Philadelphia Flyers to end a six-game road trip and a two-game losing 
streak: 

▪ What’s the best way to end a scoring drought? Scoring four times in a 
period is one way. It’s also the way the Canes (15-3-1) used Friday in 
surging into a second-period lead. 

Sebastian Aho, who had scored in the first, won the draw to open the 
second and then ripped a shot past goalie Carter Hart at 23 seconds of 
the period. Jesper Fast, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and then Steven Lorentz all 
scored for a 5-3 lead. Nine shots in the period, four goals — for the 
Canes, that will work. It also came after scoring two goals in the past two 
games on 59 shots. 

Andrei Svechnikov, without a goal the past 11 games, scored in the third 
as the Canes had 14 players reach the score sheet. 

“He wants to score every shift on every night, so when it goes a long 
stretch it certainly builds on him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“That was a big goal early in the third to kind of put the game out of 
reach.” 

▪ The Canes, 9-2-1 on the road this season, took a cross-country flight 
Thursday from Seattle, did not have a morning skate Friday and had an 
afternoon start against the Flyers at the Wells Fargo Center. 

But after two losses -- in overtime to San Jose and then in regulation 
against the Kraken — the Canes had more than enough left to finish out 
their longest road trip by beating a Metro Division team. No jet lag, no 

late-game lapse. Carolina was 4-1-1 on the trip, collecting nine of the 12 
points. 

“That’s the biggest takeaway, just flying across country (Thursday) after 
kind of couple of tough games,” Brind’Amour said. “It seems like we’ve 
been on the road forever. I just felt the guys dug in. You’re not always 
going to get those results but it was nice to see.” 

▪ Gauging goaltender interference is always a fickle, at times befuddling 
thing in the NHL. It all in the eye of the beholder. That, in turn, makes a 
coach’s challenge dicey at times — and did for Brind’Amour in Friday’s 
game. 

The Flyers’ Ivan Provorov scored 50 seconds into the game. It was clear 
forward Sean Couturier was in the crease and appeared to impede goalie 
Antti Raanta. Enough for interference? Brind’Amour lost the challenge, 
but the Canes did then kill off the ensuing delay-of-game penalty to keep 
it a 1-0 game. 

▪ A few games ago, Brind’Amour had a line of Aho centering Svechnikov 
and rookie Seth Jarvis, and it looked pretty dynamic. Brind’Amour then 
switched to Jordan Martinook and Jarvis with Aho, which was quizzical. 
On Friday, it was Svechnikov and Jarvis with Jordan Staal. 

The best change for Carolina was having Teuvo Teravainen back with 
Aho. The line clicked for a first-period goal as Aho scored his ninth of the 
season after some forechecking pressure from Teravainen and Martin 
Necas. Aho and Teravainen read off each so well it’s almost as if they’re 
playing with the same hockey mind. 

Aho nearly completed a hat trick later in the second when Hart wandered 
out of net and left Aho an opening. 

“I know we can score a bunch of goals, but those two points, it was a 
good team we played and the right way to finish the road trip.,” Aho said. 

▪ The power play has become an ongoing problem for the Canes. Make it 
five straight games without a power-play goal. But that’s only half the 
problem. The Canes often aren’t drawing many penalties, either. 

On the Canes’ first power play Friday, they were tentative and did not 
have a shot on goal. The best looks came from Jarvis, the rookie. The 
second power play was even worse, for the Canes and Jarvis, as the 
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Flyers’ Joel Farabee grabbed the puck, danced around Jarvis and beat 
Raanta to score shorthanded. 

The Canes were 0-for-4 on the power play Friday and now are 0-for-11 in 
the past five games. That’s called going stale. 

“Tonight was bad, the first bad power-play game that we’ve had,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was bad all-around and you give the other team 
credit. They were really pressuring us. It’s great you can win 6-3 and say 
your power play stunk. There’s always something to work on.” 

News Observer LOADED: 11.27.2021 
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Hurricanes use big 2nd period to end road trip with win in Philly 

 

November 26, 2021 Cory Lavalette  

 

A cross-country flight and an afternoon start at the end of a long trip is 
often enough to trip up even the best of teams. Throw in a goal allowed 
in the first minute and a shorthanded goal later in the opening period, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes had plenty of excuses to inch toward the bus for 
the plane ride home and a reunion with their homes and families. 

The Hurricanes instead scored three times in the first six minutes of the 
second period to take the lead from the Flyers and didn’t look back, 
ending their six-game road trip with a 6-3 win in Philadelphia. 

“I think that’s the biggest takeaway, just flying across the country 
yesterday after a couple tough games,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It just feels like we’ve been on the road forever. … I 
just thought the guys dug in tonight, and you’re not always going to get 
those results, but it’s nice to see.” 

After managing just one goal in each of their last two games, Sebastian 
Aho had two on his own — including one just 23 seconds into the middle 
frame that started a four-goal flurry by Carolina in the second period. 

“I think we were able to capitalize on them where in the last few games 
we haven’t really connected on our opportunities,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Tonight we did.” 

Things didn’t look so promising in the first period. 

In the opening minute of the game, Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux circled 
the Carolina net and sent a pass across the crease that defenseman Ivan 
Provorov punched into the Hurricanes’ net. Carolina challenged for 
goaltender interference, but the goal was upheld to put the Flyers up 1-0 
after just 50 seconds. 

The Hurricanes responded with Aho’s first goal of the night at 13:40 of 
the period and had a chance to take the lead when they went on the 
power play just under two minutes later. 

But Carolina’s power play faltered and allowed a rush by Joel Farabee, 
who dangled around Seth Jarvis and scored five-hole on Antti Raanta (20 
saves) to give Philadelphia a 2-0 lead at 17:02 of the second. The 
Hurricanes’ power play was 0 for 4 on the night and has now gone five 
games without scoring. 

Aho’s second goal on a quick short-side shot past Carter Hart (30 saves) 
just 23 seconds into the second period opened the floodgates for 
Carolina. 

“It was a sneaky shot there. Sometimes those go in,” Aho said. 

Flyers defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen responded under a minute later, 
but Jesper Fest got his sixth goal of the season on the next shift to tie the 
game at 3. 

Then Jesperi Kotkaniemi finished off a nice sequence by scoring off a 
Jarvis pass to give Carolina the lead for good. Steven Lorentz scored in 
tight for his third of the year late in the second to cap Carolina’s four-goal 
second. 

“It’s always good to get a couple points in,” said Kotkaniemi, who also 
assisted on Lorentz’s goal for his first two-point game with the 
Hurricanes. Kotkaniemi moved back to center on Nov. 16 and has looked 
more effective since returning to his natural position. 

“I’ve been playing center a little longer than wing,” he said, “so I think it’s 
a little more natural for me. … You’re a little more involved in the game 
when you play middle. And then the skating, you just keep going and you 
don’t need to stop that much, I feel. So I think that’s good for me.” 

Andrei Svechnikov finished the scoring with his eighth goal of the year at 
4:50 of the third, ending a run of 11 games without a goal. 

“I don’t really focus on that. I know he does,” Brind’Amour said of 
Svechnikov ending his drought. “He wants to score every shift, let alone 
every night. So when he goes along stretch without scoring, it certainly 
builds on him. 

“But that was a big goal, right? Early in the third, it just kind of put the 
game out of reach.” 

Notes: Carolina finished its six-game road trip with nine of 12 possible 
points and improved its league-best record to 15-3-1. … Every 
Hurricanes skater registered a shot on goal, led by seven from Aho. … 
Brendan Smith was plus-3 on the night, moving him to plus-2 on the 
season. There are now no Hurricanes players on the roster with a 
negative plus/minus. Josh Leivo, who played two games with Carolina 
before being reassigned to AHL Chicago, is a minus-2 in the NHL this 
season. 

North State Media LOADED: 11.27.2021 
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Projecting the Hurricanes’ roster, salary and cap outlook through 2024-25 

 

By Sara Civian Nov 26, 2021  

 

For years, those following the Hurricanes had little to hang their hats on 
about the team — except the allegedly stocked prospect pool that would 
bring a brighter future. 

Well, three consecutive playoff appearances and a current 14-3-1 record 
later, the promises of a strong prospect pool turned out to be correct — 
paired with a few stellar moves from the front office. The Canes have 
proved they aren’t a fluke, and our prospect whisperer Corey Pronman 
projected them at No. 1 in a 2024-25 standings prediction. 

What might that actually look like, and what will change from then to 
now? 

Let’s get into it. 

The 2022-23 Hurricanes 

Estimated NHL salary cap: $82.5 million. The cap is expected to go up by 
$1 million next season, which will obviously help the Hurricanes as 
they’re dealing with several negotiations and currently have less than $2 
million in cap space. Nothing is promised yet, and the $82.5 million cap 
isn’t official yet, but let’s go with that. 

Key unrestricted free agents in summer 2022: Nino Niederreiter,  

Projected cap space remaining: $12,870,583 

Roster pieces needed: A little bit of everything — except goaltending. 
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Outlook: Next year’s roster is almost impossible to predict because the 
Hurricanes took on so many one-year contracts of all sorts last 
offseason. Do they re-sign Tony DeAngelo, who’s been excellent on the 
ice? How much does he cost? Because I’m sure it’s more than $1 million 
this time around. Do they re-sign Jesperi Kotkaniemi? It kind of feels like 
they have to no matter what based on all they did to acquire him, and the 
fact that there could’ve been a wink-and-nod type deal upon his initial 
signing. Regardless, if they sign him it’ll be less expensive than $6.1 
million. 

And we haven’t even mentioned key UFAs Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter yet. Is there room to re-sign both? Maybe I was too 
generous with my 2022-23 RFA cap hit predictions, but I’m operating on 
the premise that Kotkaniemi will make less, DeAngelo will make more but 
still nothing crazy, Steven Lorentz will hover around league minimum, 
Seth Jarvis is still on his ELC obviously, and Martin Necas makes around 
$5.5 million — which might be a slight lowball. 

All that said and done, and with the expectation that the cap will rise, the 
Canes are looking at around $12,870,583 left in cap space if they only 
sign the most important RFAs. They like to play with an abundance of 
centers, and if they don’t expect Necas and/or Kotkaniemi to make the 
jump next season, the Canes will be on the hunt for at least one, maybe 
two NHL centers. I think Derek Stepan has been low-key incredible as 
fourth-line center — re-sign him for around the same $1.35 million he’s 
currently on and you’re all set at fourth-line center — or just use in-house 
option Steven Lorentz, who could be fine. 

Then you’ve got around $11.8 million left to play with. I’m sure the 
Canes, who are basically at least “listening” to every big name trade or 
UFA around the league, won’t automatically re-sign Trocheck without 
doing their homework. But Trocheck has been an incredible force for the 
team, not to mention a great locker room presence. I think his playoff 
performance and ability to stay healthy for the playoffs will be of utmost 
importance. He’s on a stellar $4.75 million contract right now. How much 
of a raise does he get? If the Canes go with him, and if he wants to stay 
with the promise of winning, maybe a negotiation looks like a high $5 
million to low $6 million range. 

That leaves you with about $6.8 million, and you need one more forward 
and a defenseman. I’ve always thought that while Niederreiter is streaky 
with his scoring, he’s a severely underrated net-front force and a sound 
defensive player. He also brings a snarl that the Canes have been 
criticized for lacking at times. But the $5.25 contract is a lot for a winger, 
especially with Necas needing to get paid. I am so curious about what his 
market value will become, then you might have another Dougie Hamilton 
situation where if the market value is low, the Canes pay Niederreiter. 
But if it’s at or above what he’s already making, they may have to walk. 
They’ve still got to sign at least one defenseman with Cole as a UFA and 
they’d be pushing it with less than $2 million. 

The 2023-24 Hurricanes 

Key unrestricted free agents in summer 2023: Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast, 
Freddie Andersen, Antti Raanta 

Key restricted free agents in summer 2023: None 

Projected remaining roster 

Off the books: Jake Gardiner ($4,050,000) 

Projected cap space: $31, 345, 583 

Roster pieces needed: Nothing except goaltending — assuming they 
handled business in the previous offseason. 

Outlook: If the Canes can handle the 2021-22 offseason, the 2022-23 
offseason should be relatively simple — but that doesn’t mean easy. 
There won’t be tons of mini tweaks necessary, there are only two 
question marks but they happen to be among the most important. With 
the way Andersen is playing, re-signing him seems like a mutual slam 
dunk, but we all know playoffs will be the biggest barometer in his 
success. 

Let’s assume the best case scenario for a second, that the Canes made 
the feel-good moves in 2022-23, signing Trocheck to something like $6 
million and Niederreiter took something like $4 million (both multi-year). 
Let’s also assume that Lorentz, Necas, Jarvis and/or Kotkaniemi can fill 
all the holes at center at this point. So we’ll add about $1 million for 
letting Stepan walk and hover around $3-4 million left in cap space. Now, 
this is the year Andersen and Raanta are off the books, so add $7 million 
to that and you have about $10.5 million to sign two goalies and whoever 
else you might want. If Andersen keeps playing how he’s playing, he 
deserves a bit of a raise, but he’s getting older. Let’s say $6 million. Then 
let’s say you either re-sign Raanta for around the same price, or you let 
him walk and magically find a cheap-yet-competent back up as the 
Canes apparently love to do. You’re out $8 million and have around $2.5 
left, but you still need to fill some holes. 

This is where I think at least two of Ryan Suzuki, Dominik Bokk, Jack 
Drury and/or David Cotton will be ready for NHL roles. Slot ’em in for 
cheap and find a defenseman if you didn’t already re-sign Cole or 
someone like that. 

The 2024-25 Hurricanes 

Key unrestricted free agents in 2024-25: Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jordan Martinook, Brady Skjei, Brett Pesce 

Key restricted free agents in 2024-25: Seth Jarvis 

Projected cap space: Either in need of a player to conveniently get 
injured for the duration of the regular season, or back to the dark days of 
cap heaven 

Outlook: There’s no sense in doing the roster breakdown for 2024-25, 
because here it is folks, the window. It feels like time is moving so fast 
when you actually sit here and type this out, but 2024-25 is going to be 
the quintessential benchmark offseason. We’re going to see exactly what 
the Canes have accomplished with this core, and depending on what 
happens the management will have to decide whether to blow it all up or 
risk it all for a Cup. 

Well, it might not play out that dramatically, but they might be in a 
position to take some risks. They might end up where the Lightning are 
now in terms of cap hell, and what a good problem that will be. They 
might have all the cap in the world, and what a sad silver lining that 
would be. 
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Alex Ovechkin earns a special fist bump for his hat trick as the Capitals 
beat the Panthers 

Washington takes down Florida, 4-3, at home behind Ovechkin’s three 
goals 

 

By Samantha Pell 

 

Alex Ovechkin found himself alone in the slot early in the third period 
Friday. Evgeny Kuznetsov put the puck on his stick from behind the net, 
and Ovechkin hammered it home past goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky for 
what wound up the deciding goal in the Washington Capitals’ 4-3 victory 
over the Florida Panthers. The crowd at Capital One Arena erupted, and 
hats rained down in honor of Ovechkin’s first hat trick of the season. 

To cap off the celebration, Ovechkin skated over to fist bump with and 
wave to his 3-year-old son, Sergei, through the glass. 

“As a parent, it is always kind of fun to see your kid," Ovechkin said. " ... 
When they watch you playing, it is something special, so it’s a cool 
moment.” 
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The Capitals’ captain now has 18 goals and 18 assists in 21 games this 
season. He has 748 career goals, leaving him 18 behind Jaromir Jagr for 
third place on the NHL’s all-time scoring list. The 36-year-old has 
catapulted himself into the Hart Trophy conversation again and has six 
goals and four assists in his past four games. 

“At the end of the day, O is delivering a lot of offense with the way he’s 
playing the game,” Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said. “Tonight was a 
perfect example. It was a big game, and we needed big guys to step up. 
He was really, really good.” 

Summary: Capitals 4, Panthers 3 

With Ovechkin leading the way, Washington improved to 13-3-5 and tied 
the Panthers (14-3-3) and the Carolina Hurricanes with 31 points, the 
most in the NHL. The Capitals play the Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., on 
Sunday before traveling to Florida to face the Panthers again Tuesday. 

“These are great opportunities for us to try and play teams that are at the 
top or in our division to try and continue,” Laviolette said. ”Like I’ve 
always said, move the train down the tracks and keep it going forward.” 

Ovechkin’s third goal came 4:02 into the third period to give the Capitals 
a 4-2 lead. The Panthers cut the lead to one with Carter Verhaeghe’s 
goal at 5:36 of the third. 

Ovechkin’s first two goals came 56 seconds apart against two Florida 
goaltenders — the first was against Bobrovsky, and the second was 
against Spencer Knight — in the second period. Washington, in fact, 
scored three times in a 2:12 span to take a 3-1 lead in the middle frame. 
Sam Rienhart scored off the rush with 13:11 remaining in the second to 
cut the Capitals’ lead to 3-2. 

Tom Wilson takes on a mentoring role with the Capitals' young players 

The Panthers opened the scoring off a Capitals turnover at the blue line 
with 32 seconds left in the first. Jonathan Huberdeau picked up the puck 
and scored. Tom Wilson tied the game at 1 with a shorthanded goal on a 
two-on-one rush 1:34 into the second period. It was the Capitals’ fourth 
shorthanded goal of the season. 

Ilya Samsonov finished the game with 19 saves. 

Here is what to know from Friday’s win: 

Ovechkin shakes it off 

Ovechkin left the game at 4:42 of the first period after he took a puck to 
the face. He blocked a point shot from Radko Gudas, and the puck hit 
Ovechkin’s stick before it deflected up. He returned less than four 
minutes later, and his game got better from there. 

“Yeah, it kind of was a wake-up call,” said Ovechkin, who got stitches 
above his mouth. 

With the hat trick, Ovechkin has scored a power-play and even-strength 
goal in the same regular season game 79 times, the most in NHL history. 

Ovechkin’s three points Friday moved him ahead of Guy Lafleur (1,353) 
and Brendan Shanahan (1,354) and into 26th in NHL history with 1,356. 

Aliaksei Protas assisted on both of Ovechkin’s second-period goals for 
his first career multi-point game. 

”When the guys come from the AHL, they have to step up to be the best 
out there to help the team get better and better every game,” Protas said. 
“So that’s our job right now.” 

Panthers play goalie roulette 

Bobrovsky appeared to get hurt early in Friday’s loss. 

He was clipped up high by Wilson as he passed the net, and the 
Panthers goalie appeared to be briefly shaken up. Bobrovsky stayed in 
the game until Ovechkin scored his first goal of the night at 2:50 of the 
second, which gave the Capitals a 2-1 lead. 

Knight replaced Bobrovsky, and Ovechkin promptly scored against 
Knight 56 seconds later. Bobrovsky then reentered the game but soon 
was pulled again. Bobrovsky returned a second time with 2:48 left in the 
second period. The Panthers said after the game Bobrovsky was 
evaluated and later cleared by a Capitals team doctor after he left the 
game the first time. His second exit was more vague, but Florida said it 
was told Bobrovsky was not looked at for a long enough period of time. 

Schultz out, Cholowski in 

The Capitals had the same six defenseman in the lineup in the first 20 
games. That changed Friday when Justin Schultz was unavailable 
because of an upper-body injury. Schultz was hurt in the Capitals’ 6-3 
win over Montreal on Wednesday. Dennis Cholowski took Schultz’s spot 
on the third defensive pairing, next to Trevor van Riemsdyk. 

It was Cholowski’s second game with the Capitals this season. He played 
9:57 Sunday in Seattle after Conor Sheary was a late scratch. 
Washington had to go with 11 forwards and seven defensemen instead 
of its typical 12 and six. 

Washington’s defense has been a bright spot this season. Van Riemsdyk 
gave credit to the “simple” play of the defense. 

“We’ve done a good job of being consistent night in and night out,” van 
Riemsdyk said. “Doing our best to keep the puck out of our own end, kind 
of shutting it down and breaking it out and being simple.” 

Fehervary continues to impress 

It took rookie defenseman Martin Fehervary a remarkable 21 games to 
get assessed a penalty this season. He was called for interference with 
9:59 left in the first. 

He had three minor penalties in six NHL games in the 2019-20 season. 
The defenseman had been averaging 18:51 a game entering Friday. He 
has two goals and three assists playing alongside John Carlson on the 
Capitals’ top defensive pairing. 

He appeared to be talking extensively with a Capitals trainer late in the 
second period on the bench, but he did not head to the locker room, and 
he played normal minutes the rest of the night. 
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Oveckin’s hat trick gives Capitals a 4-3 win over Panthers 

 

By Rich Dubroff - Associated Press - Friday, November 26, 2021 

 

WASHINGTON — Alex Ovechkin scored two of his three goals over 56 
seconds in the second period and the Washington Capitals beat the 
Florida Panthers 4-3 on Friday. 

Ovechkin has 18 goals, most through 21 games in a season by a player 
in at least his 17th season. He’s 19 goals from passing Jaromir Jagr for 
third on the career list following his 28th hat trick. 

Washington has won eight of 10 and ended Florida’s four-game winning 
streak. Ilya Samsonov stopped 19 shots for the Capitals. 

Sergei Bobrovsky allowed Tom Wilson’s eighth goal, which tied it at 1 at 
1:34 of the second, and Ovechkin’s first goal. Bobrovsky left after 
Ovechkin’s goal at 2:50 but returned after Ovechkin scored against 
Spencer Knight at 3:46. 

Ovechkin’s third goal came at 4:02 in the third period. 

Evgeny Kuzentsov had three assists for Washington. 
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The Panthers’ Sam Reinhart scored his fourth goal at 6:49 of the second, 
and Bobrovsky left again, and returned with 2:42 to play in the second. 

Bobrovsky stopped 19 of 22 shots and Knight made six saves in seven 
chances. 

Jonathan Huberdeau’s seventh goal gave the Panthers a 1-0 lead with 
32 seconds to play in the first. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored at 5:36 of the third to cut Washington’s lead to 
4-3. 

NOTES: 

Panthers: F Anthony Duclair was a late scratch. … F Alexsander Barkov 
missed his fourth straight game with a lower-body injury. … Huberdeau 
has four goals in six games and scored in six straight games. 

Capitals: D Justin Schultz was out after injuring his upper body in 
Wednesday’s game against Montreal. He was replaced by Dennis 
Cholowski, who played in his second game this season. … F T.J. Oshie 
(lower body) is on injured reserve for the second time this season. … F 
Conor Sheary (upper body) missed his third straight game. … F Lars 
Eller, who hasn’t played since November 14, is out of COVID-19 
protocols but not ready to play. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Host Seattle Kraken on Saturday. 

Capitals: Visit the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. 
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Alex Ovechkin keeps inching closer to NHL records 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

As Capitals defenseman Dennis Cholowski greeted Alex Ovechkin after 
the captain’s third goal of the night, it seemed surreal to Cholowski that 
he’d even get to bask in such a moment.  

In a 4-3 win over the Florida Panthers on Friday night at Capital One 
Arena, the Capitals were led by a 36-year-old who is showing no signs of 
slowing down and has no intentions to. With three goals, one on the 
power play, Ovechkin rallied Washington past the league-leading 
Panthers for another standout performance in a year that’s becoming one 
of his best as a professional.  

Cholowski was just six-years-old when Ovechkin was drafted by the 
Capitals as the high-flying Russian phenom who scored goals in 
bunches. And like everyone else at Capital One Arena he could only 
watch as the veteran goal-scorer he, and most every young hockey 
player in the NHL grew up idolizing, was once again better than them all 
years later. 

“Yeah, it’s crazy,” said Cholowski, picked up on waivers from Seattle just 
last month and seeing Ovechkin up close for the first time. “He was one 
of my favorite players growing up. I had an Ovechkin jersey. Who didn’t, 
right? It’s super cool being around these guys and just seeing what he 
does every day. It’s kind of a dream come true, honestly.” 

*At 36 years, 70 days, Alex Ovechkin became the fourth player this 
calendar year to score a hat trick at age 36 or older, joining Jason 
Spezza (37 years, 236 days on Feb. 4), Jeff Carter (36 years, 125 days 
on May 6) and Patrice Bergeron (36 years, 103 days on Nov. 
4)#NHLStats— Tom Gulitti (@TomGulittiNHL) November 27, 2021 

The fact Ovechkin continues to climb the all-time goal-scoring ranks is 
impressive on its own, but the fact that he’s been in the league since 
many of the players on the ice were children sends his achievements to 
another dimension.  

Ovechkin’s power-play goal 2:50 into the second period moved him just 
one goal shy of Dave Andreychuk’s all-time power play record of 274 
goals. Less than a minute later, Ovechkin scored once more on a slap 
shot that snuck past Florida goalie Spencer Knight. 

And early in the third period, he earned the game-winner with a shot in 
front of the net that beat Panthers starting goalie and fellow Russian 
Sergei Bobrovsky, who'd left the game briefly due to the NHL's 
concussion protocol.  

“It’s actually unbelievable,” said Caps' rookie Aliaksei Protas, who has 
played on Ovechkin’s opposite wing in the last few games. “I just like 
enjoy every second with these guys, try to work hard, help them as much 
as I can. Just have fun with these guys. It’s unbelievable.”  

Ovechkin’s 28th career hat trick tied him for sixth all-time with Marcel 
Dionne and Bobby Hull. He’s also the oldest player in Capitals history to 
net a hat trick, breaking the record previously held by Peter Bondra.  

Both Ovechkin and his centerman, Evgeny Kuznetsov, tallied three 
points on the night as their dominant start to the season continued. 
Ovechkin now has 18 goals and 18 assists in 21 games while Kuznetsov 
has 27 points. As of the end of Friday’s games, Ovechkin is second in 
the league in goals behind only Leon Draisaitl of the Edmonton Oilers. 

The assault on the record book isn’t through for Ovechkin, as the next 
power-play goal will tie him with Andreychuk for the most in NHL history 
— and, obviously, one goal closer to the top three goal scorers on the 
NHL’s all-time list.  

He's just 18 goals away from tying Jaromir Jagr now, just 53 away from 
tying Gordie Howe and 146 away from tying Wayne Gretzky, the only 
players he has left to chase down. And with each game, he gives no 
indication he's slowing down. Someone, he's speeding up.  

“He’s been excellent,” Washington coach Peter Laviolette said. “That 
whole line has been excellent. Kuzy certainly factors into that. But at the 
end of the day, [Ovechkin] is delivering a lot of offense with the way he’s 
playing the game. Tonight was a perfect example. It was a big game, and 
we needed big guys to step up. He was really really good.” 

If there was a sign of just how dominant Ovechkin has remained through 
the ages, it wasn’t the 23-year-old defenseman who grew up as a fan 
getting to greet him after yet another hat trick, or the 20-year-old winger 
on his line and assisting on his goals.  

It was when, after his third goal of the night as hats flew down to the ice, 
he skated over to give a fist-bump to his eldest son, Sergei, three-and-a-
half now, watching from the front row in the midst of hat-throwing fans 
honoring his dad.  

“I think for us as a parent, it is always kind of fun to see your kid,” 
Ovechkin said. “You can ask Kuzy or somebody else, when they watch 
you playing it is something special so it’s a cool moment.” 

It was another reminder that while the game and his teammates have 
changed over time. Ovechkin has not. He's stayed the same great player 
year after year year.   

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.27.2021 

1227614 Washington Capitals 

 

Alex Ovechkin scores hat trick, Capitals beat Panthers 4-3 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 
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Against the NHL's top team entering Friday, the Capitals made the warm 
holiday feelings last a little longer.  

In a 4-3 win over the Panthers at Capital One Arena, the Capitals were 
guided by three goals from captain Alex Ovechkin in a thrilling win. The 
team has now won four of its last five games.  

Here are a few takeaways from the Capitals' 4-3 win:  

Alex Ovechkin, the mad-hatter 

Ovechkin put on a show in the final two periods.  

He scored two goals in 56 seconds, the first of which came on the power 
play and brought him to within one goal of the all-time NHL record for 
career powerplay goals. His second came on a slapshot that snuck into 
the net as he gave the Capitals a two-goal lead.  

Then in the third period, he planted himself in front of Sergei Bobrovsky 
and fired a slap shot home to give himself the hat trick. It was his 28th 
career hat trick, which tied him for sixth-most in NHL history with Marcel 
Dionne and Bobby Hull. 

The three goals gave Ovechkin 18 on the season in just 21 games and 
brought his career total up to 748 goals. He is now just 18 goals away 
from tying Jaromir Jagr for third all-time on the NHL’s career goals list 
and is second behind Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl for the league lead. 

Stupendous second 

With the Capitals down 1-0 and on the penalty kill early in the second 
period, the momentum flipped in a matter of seconds.  

First, Evgeny Kuznetsov made an excellent play in the neutral zone to 
find John Carlson at the far blue line to spring a two-on-one. Carlson 
found Tom Wilson, who buried the puck behind Sergei Bobrovsky to tie 
the game at one.  

Then the Capitals drew a penalty to nullify the Panthers’ powerplay, and 
Ovechkin took advantage to put the Capitals ahead. And then, 56 
seconds later, he scored on relief goalie Spencer Knight to bring the 
Capitals up 3-1.  

The Panthers would rally with a goal of their own to cut the lead to 3-2 
before all was said and done, as four goals were scored in 6:49 of game 
time. 

Florida’s yo-yo in net 

The Panthers had themselves a wild ride in the second period in net, as 
they made four changes before the period was over.  

Bobrovsky started the period and was replaced, twice, by Knight in net. 
Ovechkin took advantage, as he was the first Capital in five years to 
score on two different goaltenders in the same period. It was the third 
time in Ovechkin’s career he’s scored on two different goalies in the 
same period, and the first time since Feb. 1, 2009. 

Here was Florida's goalie situation in that second period with Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight: 

Bobrovsky: 20:00-17:10 

Knight: 17:10-15:47 

Bobrovsky: 15:47-13:11 

Knight: 13:11-2:48 

Bobrovsky: 2:48-0:00— Andrew Gillis (@Andrew_Gillis70) November 26, 
2021 

In total, the Capitals faced 11:46 of Knight in the second frame. 

Samsonov starts again 

Ilya Samsonov got the start in net for the Capitals once again, marking 
his fourth start in five games.  

Against one of the NHL's most dangerous offensive teams, Samsonov 
made 19 saves on 22 total shots. On the season in his eight starts, 
Samsonov is now 8-0-1.  

In a goaltending competition with Vitek Vanecek, Samsonov has certainly 
proven his worth through his last five appearances. 

Capitals trying to get healthier 

The Capitals were without defenseman Justin Schultz (upper-body), 
center Lars Eller and winger Conor Sheary (upper-body) for Friday’s 
game against the Panthers.  

Coach Peter Laviolette said that Eller simply needed to get his legs back 
under him after quarantining in California for the last week after he was 
put on the Reserve/COVID-19 list. Eller will return to the lineup when he’s 
“in a good spot,” per Laviolette. 

It was, however, the first game of the season where the Capitals had to 
deviate from their six defensemen. Dennis Cholowski drew in the lineup 
in favor of Schultz. The forward lines have been a revolving door all 
season long with a bevy of injuries, but it was the first time the defensive 
pairings have been shaken up since the year began. 
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Goals are up, penalties are down: Capitals cite improved discipline as big 
part of their success so far 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir Nov 26, 2021 

 

At the quarter mark of the season, the Capitals have plenty of reason to 
be pleased. 

Despite a significant — and growing — list of injuries, they are tied for 
second in the NHL. They’re third in goal differential at +23. Forwards Alex 
Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov rank third and sixth in points with 33 
and 24, respectively, and John Carlson is tied for second among 
defensemen in points with 18. 

But there’s something else players and coach Peter Laviolette have 
pointed to as a big reason they’ve managed to keep company with the 
league’s elite while missing several key pieces: improved discipline. 

Through 20 games, the Caps are taking fewer penalties. In fact, they are 
tied for 24th in minors with 57. 

In half of their games, they’ve been assessed fewer penalties than their 
opponent, and in eight games they’ve been penalized two or fewer times. 
They’re 30th in penalty minutes with 128. 

A year ago, Washington had been whistled for 68 minor infractions 
through the same number of games. They had also taken as many or 
more penalties than their opponent 15 times. 

Asked about the decline year over last, Laviolette cracked a smile and 
said, “Pretty clean-cut, huh?” 

“It’s good,” he added. “Our penalty minutes are down. The best way to 
win hockey games, especially with the situation we’re in, where there’s a 
lot of new guys in the lineup and there’s a lot of people out of the lineup, 
is to not have to kill six penalties a game or eight penalties a game. 
That’s not going to help you be successful. Our guys try to play 
aggressive, they try to play physical but yet we’ve done a pretty good job 
with discipline.” 
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Added Carlson: “When we’re playing good in the D-zone and taking care 
of the puck, those two things are big. You do those better, there’s less 
opportunity (to take a penalty). The way that we’re executing and playing 
in the D-zone and through the neutral zone leads us into less of those 
scenarios where guys have got to overextend, overexert, try to make up 
for something.” 

Something else that jumps out about the Caps’ dip in penalties? They are 
the only team that has not been assessed a major penalty. 

That’s right — a lineup that features Tom Wilson and Garnet Hathaway 
has not had a fight. 

All season. 

The Coyotes and Kraken lead the league in fights with 11 and 10, 
respectively. Every other team has had at least two. 

“I’m aware of it,” Wilson said. “I haven’t put too much thought into it but, 
yeah, I’m aware of it.” 

On Wednesday night, the Caps became the 17th team to go the first 20 
games without a fighting major since the 1946-47 season, according to 
NHL Stats and Information. Washington has never before had a 20-plus 
game streak without a fighting major in a single season, and their current 
streak of 23 games is the franchise’s longest when spanning seasons, 
per the league’s research. 

Sure, trading away Brenden Dillon could have something to do with it; he 
led the Caps in fights last season with five. But it’s not the only reason. 

Hathaway said game situation is a big reason for the drop-off in dropping 
the gloves. Indeed, Washington has scored the first goal 14 times, which 
ranks second only to Calgary’s 16. 

“Fighting brings a lot of different things to a game,” said Hathaway, who 
has 21 career fights on his ledger, “and one of the main things would be 
a momentum shift. If you look at it, we’ve scored the first goal in a game 
(14) times this year. That’s a pretty high percentage. So we haven’t been 
trailing in a lot of games, so I don’t think there’s been times where a fight 
would be in our favor.” 

The Caps were last assessed a fighting major on May 5 during a 
fisticuffs-marred win over the Rangers. In that emotionally-charged 
contest, six Washington players — Nic Dowd, Carl Hagelin, Hathaway, 
Wilson, Michael Raffle and Lars Eller — were sent to box after scraps. 

This season, the closest Washington has come to getting a fighting major 
was probably in the first period of the opener when Trevor van Riemsdyk 
and the Rangers’ Sammy Blais dropped their gloves. A punch was not 
thrown, however, and each player received only a double-minor for 
roughing.  

“Honestly, it hasn’t been a focal point,” Wilson said. “That’s probably the 
trend within the league, that there’s less fighting.” 

Asked if he’s been challenged and passed, Wilson paused to ponder the 
question. 

“It’s been pretty quiet,” said the 27-year-old, who has 70 career fights in 
nine seasons, according to HockeyFights.com. 

But there’s another reason, Wilson acknowledged. 

“We’ve had so many guys injured that I don’t want to be going to the box 
for five, six, seven, eight, nine minutes in the middle of a game,” he said. 
“When you don’t have (regulars) in the lineup, that’s not good. It hasn’t 
been too much of a focal point but it’s definitely something that we’ve 
tried to work on (and have) been cognizant about. It’s just not smart to do 
right now. 

“Obviously you got to play the games and hockey is a tough sport. But if 
I’m thinking about it, I’d rather be on the ice than in the box.” 

Wilson is fourth on the team in points with 17 (seven goals, 10 assists) 
and fifth in minor penalties with five. 

Laviolette agreed that Wilson has been more judicious this season, in 
part because he’s recognized that the tradeoff almost never helps the 
Caps. 

“Oftentimes, the person looking to stir it up with Tom is somebody that’s 
(a) third or fourth line player,” Laviolette said. “Right now Tom is way too 
important, way too valuable, for the minutes that he plays. He plays in 
every situation for us — power play, penalty kill and top line. So that 
exchange, for us, isn’t worth it.” 

Wins are up. Ditto for goals. 

Penalties are down. As are fights. 

But that doesn’t mean the gloves won’t get thrown down if the situation 
demands it. 

“Statistically, it would be rare for us to go through a whole year without a 
fight,” Hathaway said. “It hasn’t happened yet, but that’s not to say it 
won’t.” 
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Stars veteran Joe Pavelski becomes 10th American-born player to score 
400 NHL goals 

 

By Matthew DeFranks11:36 PM on Nov 26, 2021 CST 

 

In the span of 19 seconds during the Stars’ 3-1 win over the Avalanche 
on Friday night, forward Joe Pavelski scored twice to become the 10th 
American-born player to score 400 goals in the NHL. 

Pavelski scored his 399th career goal 72 seconds into the game, and 
then followed it up shortly after with the milestone goal. Pavelski and 
Patrick Kane (410) are the only active Americans to reach the 400-goal 
plateau. 

“It was fun,” Pavelski said. “Obviously knew it was close. It was fun how it 
happened, just bang-bang. Get a couple quick ones was nice. But yeah, 
it was fun night. It was great we got the win, makes it that much better, I 
think. Long career, I guess, and the puck went in the net a few of those 
years.” 

Roope Hintz fed Pavelski in the slot for the 400th goal, and the first goal 
of the night came on a blind pass from Jason Robertson to the back 
door. 

“Just trying to think ahead of where everyone is,” Robertson said. “Bones 
preaches predictable hockey, right? Coming out of the corner, going hard 
to the net. I know Joe has a knack for scoring goals and going hard to the 
net. Just putting it in a position for him to get a tip on it, so it was a good 
goal.” 

Stars coach Rick Bowness: “He knows how to get around the net. He’s 
the first guy out on the ice every day working around the net, tipping 
pucks, finding pucks. It’s not a fluke that he’s scored 400 goals. It’s skill, 
but it’s a lot of hard work.” 

The two goals came on the same shift for Pavelski, who is now tied with 
Roope Hintz for the team lead with six goals. Pavelski now has 45 goals 
in a Dallas uniform across the last three seasons. 

“I told Bones, I was like ‘You’ve got to leave me out there. There’s only 
so many opportunities I get to have a hat trick in one shift,’” Pavelski 
said. “I was feeling good, and it was a quick shift on top of it. It was just a 
fun moment.” 
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After the game, when Pavelski was named the first star of the game, he 
was joined on the bench by his son Nate for a post-game interview with 
Bally Sports Southwest’s Michelle McMahon. 

“I was totally caught off guard,” Pavelski said. “That was awesome. It was 
special. He loves the game right now, he’s aware of what’s going on 
most nights in the NHL and he’s got his favorite players. It was pretty 
cool to see him there. We spend a lot of time just playing in the backyard 
and getting on the ice every once in a while with his team.” 

Is Nate’s favorite player his dad? 

“No chance,” Joe said. “Maybe tonight I was, but there’s always a new, 
hot player that’s coming into the building who he wants a stick from or 
something like that.” 

In the dressing room, the Stars also greeted Pavelski by dousing him 
with water when he entered the room and he earned the chain as the 
team’s player of the game. 

Family in the house: Robertson was playing in front of 14 family 
members at the American Airlines Center this week, both when he 
scored Tuesday against Edmonton and again when he had an assist on 
Friday night. 

Robertson had his parents, Hugh and Mercedes, and his sister Brianne 
in attendance, in addition to his grandma Shirley, three aunts, three 
uncles, three cousins and one of his cousins’ husbands, all on his mom’s 
side. Mercedes said via text message that most of the family members 
had never been to a hockey game. 

“They’ll come to L.A. in about a month and I’ll see them there, too,” Jason 
said. “It’s pretty exciting, especially going back to L.A. and they’re right 
around the corner.” 

Third period push: The Stars were badly outplayed in the third period, as 
Colorado outshot them 20-1 and had 32 shot attempts to Dallas’ two. 
Jake Oettinger made 19 of his 32 saves in the final 20 minutes. 

“We’re not trying to sit back,” Bowness said. “They just came at us. I 
think when that happens, your forecheck is off. You just let them come at 
you in waves. Now, you’re in your zone and you change and you dump it 
out, and they’re coming back at you. That penalty didn’t help, because 
they just kept coming.” 

The Stars only allowed one shot during the power play following Roope 
Hintz’s tripping penalty, and the Avs had five shots on goal during the 
4:22 they played after pulling the goaltender. 
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Injury scare can’t stop Stars goalie Jake Oettinger in win over Avalanche 

 

By Matthew DeFranks10:50 PM on Nov 26, 2021 CST 

4-5 minutes 

 

Jake Oettinger made his third straight start on Friday night, a decision 
that Rick Bowness said was easy: “Sometimes, there’s a no-brainer. This 
would fall into that category.” 

Oettinger entered Friday night with wins in all three of his starts, and 
owned a .955 save percentage in four NHL games. He became the 
second Stars goalie this season to make three consecutive starts, as 
Braden Holtby did so from Oct. 19-25. 

“Just solid, poised play,” Bowness said of Oettinger. “He’s very calm in 
the net and he’s reading the play really well. His anticipation is right on. 
No rebounds, he’s swallowing pucks. He’s right on top of his game.” 

Oettinger played all but 7:22 on Friday night, exiting during the second 
period after Nicolas Aube-Kubel bowled him over. Oettinger was pulled 
from the game in accordance to the league’s concussion protocol. 

“I had no idea, I think it takes a little bit for them to look at the play and 
see if it was a hard hit or whatnot,” Oettinger said. 

He said he had to go through balance tests in addition to the baseline 
concussion test, but was cleared with about 15 minutes left in the second 
intermission. 

Oettinger now has a league-best .959 save percentage (among goalies 
with at least five games played). 

“I think the biggest part of goaltending is confidence,” Oettinger said. “I’m 
very confident right now, but obviously, it’s a tough position and it kind of 
comes and goes with wins and losses. I’m just trying to build on the stuff I 
do well and continue to work on little stuff. I have so much stuff I want to 
get better at. It’s a never-ending process for me to just keep getting 
better.” 

Robertson: “I think Jake, his confidence is really high. He’s dialed in and 
everyone in the room trusts him and I’m sure that gives him a lot of 
confidence. … He’s feeling it. Everyone in the locker room is feeling it 
and just try to get this on a roll.” 

The Stars scored on the ensuing power play after the goaltender 
interference penalty. 

Holtby entered the game when Oettinger left, his first game action since 
the Stars lost to the Predators on Nov. 10. Holtby missed the previous 
five games with a lower-body injury, and is a candidate to start Saturday 
night in Arizona against the Coyotes. 

Holtby made four saves before Oettinger returned at the start of the third 
period. 

Anton Khudobin was the odd-man out and a healthy scratch. Khudobin, 
who’s in the second year of a three-year contract with an annual $3.333 
million cap hit, has an .873 save percentage. That’s the worst in the 
league among goalies with at least six starts. 

We meet again: Friday’s game was the first one between the Stars and 
Avalanche since Game 7 of the second round in the 2020 playoffs, when 
Joel Kiviranta notched a hat trick that included the game-winner in 
overtime. 

Of the 40 players that were active on Friday night, 21 were active for 
Game 7. The Avalanche had eight holdovers, while the Stars had 13. 

— The Stars extended their home win streak to five games on Friday 
night. In each of the last four seasons, the Stars had at least one home 
win streak of at least five games. 

Season No. of games Dates 

2021-22 5 Nov. 13-26 

2020-21 5 April 15-26 

2019-20 7 Oct. 29-Nov. 25 

2018-19 5 Nov. 16-18 

2017-18 5 Nov. 10-Dec. 2 

2017-18 5 Oct. 10-Nov. 4 
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Robertson-Pavelski-Hintz line must continue dominant streak to carry 
Stars to playoff contention 
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By Matthew DeFranks10:18 PM on Nov 26, 2021 CST 

 

If you’re not sure whether the Stars’ top line is on the ice or not, they’ll 
surely let you know soon enough. 

The relentless forecheck that’s punctuated by subtle stickwork. The tight-
quartered give and go’s that produce something where nothing existed. 
The blind passes towards the net and dekes around defenders on the 
rush. The geometric poetry born of their angular passing and offensive 
opportunism. 

Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz left their mark on the 
Stars’ 3-1 win over the Avalanche on Friday night, as the line produced 
two Pavelski goals during 19 seconds in the first period and threatened 
many other times throughout the evening. 

“Tonight, they were going really good,” Stars coach Rick Bowness said. 
“Robo missed a lot of time, in camp Roope [did too], so they’re getting 
that chemistry back.” 

The Stars also received a power-play goal from Denis Gurianov — who 
now has goals in back-to-back games — and 36 saves from Jake 
Oettinger and Braden Holtby. Dallas (9-7-2) has now won five of its last 
six games, including its last five home games. 

Colorado spoiled the Stars’ combined shutout bid with 3:21 left in the 
third period, when Cale Makar whistled a shot past Oettinger after the 
Avalanche pulled their goaltender. 

The Stars travel to Arizona to play the Coyotes on Saturday night, having 
outscored the Blues, Oilers and Avs 11-3 in the last three games 
following a 7-2 loss in Minnesota. Pavelski called the loss to the Wild a 
wake-up call. 

“Tough night there and guys have just responded,” Pavelski said. “You 
see those good teams, it gets everyone’s attention. They’re scoring a lot 
of goals, and there’s just been a big commitment: guys in shot lanes, the 
goaltending’s been good. Just five guys working well together.” 

If the Stars are going to truly contend this season, Robertson-Hintz-
Pavelski will have to brand many more games as their own. 

Since Robertson returned from an early-season shoulder injury that 
forced him to miss six games, the line has been the only unit Stars coach 
Rick Bowness has kept together in the last month. They established 
chemistry together last year, and continued their work this season. 

Pavelski and Hintz are tied for the team lead with six goals. Hintz has 10 
points in his last eight games. Robertson has 11 points in 12 games. 
Pavelski scored his 400th career goal on Friday night. 

The days when Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin and Alexander Radulov would 
carry the offense are over. As Robertson, Hintz and Pavelski have 
formed a formidable top line, Benn, Seguin and Radulov are scattered on 
three different lines for Dallas. The Stars could use more from their 
marquee, highest-paid forwards, but they didn’t need it Friday night. 

The top line — plus a still scorching Oettinger — carried the load against 
the Nathan MacKinnon-less Avalanche, who carried a six-game win 
streak into the game. 

Robertson whirled a no-look pass to Pavelski on the door step. Hintz 
stole a puck then fed Pavelski. Robertson nearly set up Hintz by the 
crease, and Hintz twice tried to put Avs defenders on highlight reels off 
the rush. 

Dallas Stars goaltender Braden Holtby (70) plays the puck away as 
defenseman Joel Hanley (44) battles Colorado Avalanche forward Alex 
Newhook (18) for space during the second period of an NHL hockey 
game in Dallas, Friday, November 26, 2021. (Brandon Wade/Special 
Contributor) 

1/16Dallas Stars goaltender Braden Holtby (70) plays the puck away as 
defenseman Joel Hanley (44) battles Colorado Avalanche forward Alex 

Newhook (18) for space during the second period of an NHL hockey 
game in Dallas, Friday, November 26, 2021. (Brandon Wade/Special 
Contributor)(Brandon Wade / Special Contributor) 

“I just laughed,” Oettinger said. “When we scored those, I’m like ‘These 
guys are unreal.’ It doesn’t get better than that for me, especially against 
a team like that. We had two and then the next five minutes, we could 
have had a couple more, too.” 

This season has been viewed as the closing of the Stars’ Stanley Cup 
window with Benn and Seguin aging, and Radulov, Pavelski and John 
Klingberg as unrestricted free agents at year’s end. Friday proved it 
doesn’t have to be the end of contention, just perhaps the end of this 
particular group’s contention. 

Hintz and Gurianov are 24 years old. Robertson and Oettinger — plus 
Miro Heiskanen — are 22. 

This franchise will tie its fortune to its young core in the future. It might 
even be tying its present to it, including two-thirds of its top line. 
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Joe Pavelski, Jake Oettinger continue to defy expectations as Stars win 
third straight 

 

By Saad Yousuf Nov 27, 2021  

 

Friday night had plenty of potential for a letdown for the Stars. It was the 
day after Thanksgiving. Dallas came in riding a two-game winning streak 
and had won four of its past five games. The Stars had just dispatched 
the Edmonton Oilers and shut down the best hockey player on the 
planet. Earlier in the season, they showed a tendency to get off to slow 
starts, even when the urgency was higher than what it was Friday. 

There are some things you expect and some things that defy 
expectations. In the Stars’ Friday night 3-1 victory over the Colorado 
Avalanche, there was a lot of defying of expectations. Fittingly, the 
headliner was Joe Pavelski, whose very existence in the league is 
beyond what anybody could have expected. Forget that he’s a former 
seventh-round pick playing in his 16th NHL season, or that he led the 
Stars in scoring last season. Pavelski is 37 years old, playing on the top 
line and on the top power-play unit on a team that has championship 
aspirations. The fact that he’s as productive as he is defies not only 
expectations but also, to some degree, science. 

That’s where we begin our observations of the game. 

The hot start 

Do you expect Joe Pavelski to score a goal? Yes. Do you expect him to 
score two? OK, even that’s feasible. Do you expect him to score two 
goals in the game’s first 91 seconds? Absolutely not. 

Before we focus in on Pavelski, his entire line deserves a mention. The 
only semblance of consistency the Stars have had over the past two 
seasons is that Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson and Pavelski will sit atop 
the depth chart and give the team quality minutes, night in and night out. 
It’s the perfect mix of skill to succeed, with Hintz’s elite skating and speed 
that have made him one of the better two-way forwards in the league, 
Robertson’s flare for offense and Pavelski’s elite net-front presence and 
remarkable hockey IQ. It’s the kind of line one would probably end up 
with if you were customizing three players by traits you desire. 

The line was great again Friday, especially through the first two periods. 
However, the first period featured some of the best hockey they’ve 
played together since being assembled last season. Players can be great 
individually, but chemistry with linemates is required for the entire 
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operation to function at a high level. Pavelski’s first goal is a good 
example of that. 

When Robertson got the puck from John Klingberg, his back was to the 
net. As soon as the puck hit his stick, Robertson knew what the next 
move needed to be. Without looking, he launched the puck toward the 
net, where a wide-open Pavelski was camping out to tap it in. 

“When the puck came to me, I knew he was out in the corner,” Robertson 
said. “So, I just try to throw it in that direction, and he got a tip on it. You 
know, just kind of knowing where he was. It’s just trying to think ahead of 
where everyone is. (Head coach Rick Bowness) preaches predictable 
hockey, so coming out of the corner and just going hard to net. I know 
Joe has a knack for scoring goals and going hard to the net so just 
putting it in a position for him to get a tip on it.” 

The play was an encapsulation of Robertson and Pavelski. Robertson 
worked all offseason on making the less obvious plays and trusting his 
instincts and skill. Pavelski has made a career out of being one of the 
best tippers in NHL history. Combining those factors gave Dallas a 1-0 
lead right out of the gate. 

Before the goal could even be announced in the press box, the American 
Airlines Center was rocking again. After the Avalanche turned the puck 
over carelessly in their own zone, Hintz got possession of the puck. 
Again, the chemistry was obvious. Pavelski, who was outside of Hintz 
when Hintz initially touched the puck, quickly slid into the slot. From 
there, Hintz made a perfect pass to Pavelski, who then nutmegged Erik 
Johnson to score his second goal in 19 seconds. 

“The second one was a nice play by Roope, and it lined up perfect where 
I could shoot through the screen there and catch them off guard,” 
Pavelski said. 

The second goal was also No. 400 for Pavelski in his NHL career as he 
became just the 10th American in NHL history to reach that milestone. 

“It was fun. Obviously, knew it was close,” Pavelski said. “It was fun how 
it happened, I think, just bang-bang. Get a couple quick ones was nice. 
But yeah, it was a fun night. It was great we got the win, makes it that 
much better, I think. Long career, I guess, and the puck went in the net a 
few of those years. Just fun to be there.” 

“Good for him. It just shows a fantastic career and a long career,” 
Bowness said. “Four hundred goals, that’s a tough thing to achieve in this 
league. Congrats to him. I am very, very happy for him.” 

After the game, Pavelski’s son, Nate, joined him on the bench for his 
postgame interview on the television broadcast. Pavelski said he was 
“totally caught off guard” by that but that it was “awesome” and “special.” 
Pavelski mentioned how Nate is aware of what’s going on in the NHL, 
loves the sport and has his favorite players. Is the most recent addition to 
the 400-goal club Nate’s favorite player? 

“No chance,” Pavelski said. “Maybe tonight I was, but there’s always a 
new, hot player that’s coming into the building who he wants a stick from 
or something like that.” 

The firm goaltending 

Do you expect Jake Oettinger to play well? Sure. Do you expect 
Oettinger to post a .970 save percentage while facing 33 shots? Probably 
not. 

Oettinger entered Friday’s game with a 3-0 record in his first three NHL 
starts this season, posting a remarkable .955 save percentage in those 
contests. Raising the save percentage when it’s already that high is a tall 
task, but Oettinger did exactly that. Goalies have a lot to work through, 
both in between the pipes and in between the ears. Oettinger’s 
confidence in both regards is, frankly, astonishing given his age. He 
continues to put his stamp on the team as the Stars’ No. 1 goaltender. 

There was a scare in the second period when Oettinger was run over in 
the crease. He looked disoriented for a little bit right after absorbing the 
hit. During the stoppage when the penalty was assessed, he went to the 

bench and then came back out to the net. However, he was called off the 
ice to enter concussion protocol. He went through a series of procedures, 
including taking the concussion baseline test players are given prior to 
the season to measure up to. He passed the tests and was ready to 
come back on the ice for the third period. 

Oettinger’s bid for a shutout ended as soon as he left the ice in the 
second period. Braden Holtby came in to spell Oettinger and played the 
final 7:33 of the period. The Stars held Colorado scoreless until less than 
four minutes left in the game. Had Oettinger completed the shutout, it 
would have gone down as a combined shutout for the Stars. Dallas has 
had one of those before in franchise history. It came on Dec. 18, 2018, 
the day Oettinger turned 20 years old, when Ben Bishop and Anton 
Khudobin combined to shut out the Calgary Flames. Oettinger did still get 
the win, though, so he moves to 4-0 on the season. 

The lackluster finish 

Do you expect the Stars to have a lesser period in the final 20 minutes as 
they protect a three-goal lead? Sure. Do you expect them to be as bad 
as they were on Friday? No. 

Statistically, the third period Friday night was one of the worst periods the 
Stars have played this season. It doesn’t matter what stat you want to 
look at, it looks bad. Dallas was outshot 20-1. According to Natural Stat 
Trick, Colorado had 15 scoring chances, including eight high-danger 
scoring chances, while the Stars had just one. The Avs’ Corsi For 
percentage was 94.12 percent to the Stars’ 5.88 percent. It’s remarkable 
that despite such a lopsided period, the Stars only lost 1-0 on the 
scoreboard. 

“We’re not trying to sit back,” Bowness said. “They just came at us. I 
think when that happens, your forecheck is off. You just let them come at 
you in waves. Now you’re in your zone and you change and you dump it 
out, and they’re coming back at you. That penalty didn’t help, because 
they just kept coming.” 

Oettinger was solid, turning away 19 of the 20 shots he faced. There 
were some timely plays made in key situations, such as Jani Hakanpaa 
keeping the puck out of a yawning net midway through the third period. 
The lone goal scored by the Avalanche came when they pulled their 
goalie and were at six-on-five. The Stars came out with a victory thanks 
to two very strong periods, but that third is one that needs to be corrected 
and never replicated again. 
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Struggling goaltender Matt Murray expected to be placed on waivers 
Saturday by Senators 

The Senators don’t have a lot of options with Murray and, quite frankly, 
it’s in their best interests to find a way to get him going. 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Push has come to shove with underachieving goaltender Matt Murray. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Ottawa Senators’ top goaltender didn’t even dress for the club’s 4-0 
loss to the Anaheim Ducks on Friday, the third game of a Western road 
swing, and he will be placed on waivers Saturday at 2 p.m. 

Hockey Night in Canada’s Elliotte Friedman reported Friday night that 
Murray could be waived after being a healthy scratch against the Ducks, 
and the indications are that’s about to happen. The indications are 
Murray was informed of the decision by Senators general manager Pierre 
Dorion following Friday’s contest. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 27, 2021 

 

This may be nothing more than a wakeup call to try to get Murray back 
on track. 

Making $6.25 million per season, Murray, who has two Stanley Cup rings 
from his tenure with the Pittsburgh Penguins, hasn’t played up to his 
capabilities. He allowed four goals on 27 shots in Wednesday’s 6-3 loss 
to the San Jose Sharks, is winless in six starts this season with an 0-5-0 
record, .826 save-percentage and 3.26 goals-against average. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Buffalo Sabres and Arizona Coyotes are both looking for goaltending 
help and would be teams to keep an eye on. 

Trying to find one of the three goaltenders to carry the ball and run with it, 
Senators head coach D.J. Smith opted to start Anton Forsberg and 
dressing Filip Gustavsson as backup on Friday. Smith said Gustavsson 
would start Saturday at the Staples Center against the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

Yes, with three goalies on the roster, the Senators had to choose 
somebody to sit, but the decision to leave Murray out completely is a 
further signal he’s lost his grip on the No. 1 goaltending job, and the 27-
year-old is being sent a message that the coaching staff has had it with 
his inconsistency. 

The Senators don’t have a lot of options with Murray and, quite frankly, 
it’s in their best interests to find a way to get him going. Yes, if he clears 
waivers he could be sent to the American Hockey League affiliate in 
Belleville to try to get his game together, but it also allows other teams 
that may be interested to make a deal. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Murray has a 10-18-1 record in 33 career games with the Senators, 
along with an .892 save-percentage and a 3.35 goals-against average. 
He was dealt to Ottawa by Pittsburgh in October 2020. 

Smith had some harsh words about the goaltending after the loss in San 
Jose, but didn’t have anything bad to say about Friday’s effort from 
Forsberg, who allowed four goals on 34 shots. 

“I thought Forsberg was good for us. We just made a few too many 
mistakes,” Smith said. 

THIS N’ THAT 

Smith felt the goal credited to Anaheim’s Derek Grant after the puck went 
off Senators winger Tyler Ennis in the second period was the nail in the 
coffin on Friday. “I thought we were carrying the play pretty good in that 
second period until we gave up the (third goal) and then the momentum 
changed,” Smith said. “The shots were 11-1 for us coming out in the 
second period. We had a lot chances and we just didn’t capitalize” … 
Captain Brady Tkachuk stepped up for teammate Tim Stuetzle after he 
was hit by Anaheim’s Josh Manson at 8:56 of the second period. It 
looked like a clean hit by Manson and Tkachuk wanted to make a point, 
but the Senators needed him on the ice and were on the power play at 
that point … Defenceman Thomas Chabot played 24 minutes 12 
seconds and was minus-1. Stuetzle and Zach Sanford had five shots on 
goal each, while centre Chris Tierney had one with only 9:38 of ice time 
… The Senators’ power play is 0-for-8 in the past two games. That has to 
change. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

THE LAST WORDS 

Winger Austin Watson is trying to play with more emotion, so he’s 
dropped the gloves early in both of the past two games. On Friday it was 
only 2:38 into the first period against Anaheim’s Sam Carrick … Smith 
was asked about whether one of the Senators’ veterans needs to step up 
in this situation. No, the club doesn’t have many, but somebody needs to 
help turn this around. “We’re going to need an A game and we’re going 
to need one of them to help the crew through. It’s not for a lack of trying. 
There’s not a lack of effort there, they’re trying. They’re frustrated and 

we’re not scoring. When you’re losing, you open it up and you give up 
more chances.” 
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GARRIOCH: From bad to worse as Senators get shut out by Ducks 

"We're going to need everyone just to get out of this thing." 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

DUCKS 4, SENATORS 0 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Ottawa Senators can’t put the puck in the net, and they can’t keep it 
out of their own, either. 

This season of disappointment has gone from bad to worse. 

On American Thanksgiving weekend, the Senators served up yet another 
turkey as they dropped their fourth straight, this time by a 4-0 score to the 
Anaheim Ducks at the Honda Center. 

As the Senators inch closer to the pivotal 20-game mark of the National 
Hockey League regular season, they have lost 10 of the past 11 and are 
1-9-1 in that stretch. Ottawa is now 0-6-0 against the Pacific Division and, 
in a season the Senators wanted to get off to a good start, they’ve failed 
miserably at that. 

The Senators were shut out for the third time this season, all in the past 
six games, as Anaheim’s Anthony Stolarz made 34 stops, and Anton 
Forsberg wasn’t able to save the day in his first start since Nov. 14, 
surrendering four goals on 33 shots. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Now, the Senators are searching for answers. 

“We’re going to have to really reach down deep here,” head coach D.J. 
Smith said. “We’re a fragile group, coming on this trip and losing all three. 
Guys are just getting back to health and we need a win just to feel good 
about ourselves. 

“We’re going to need everyone just to get out of this thing.” 

That’s the issue. The Senators get running around in their own zone, 
mistakes happen and the puck ends up in their net. This trip, which 
started with Monday’s 7-5 loss to the Colorado Avalanche, followed by a 
6-3 decision to the San Jose Sharks on Wednesday, keeps finishing up 
with the same result. 

The Senators know the answers have to come from within because they 
have no consistency whatsoever and won’t turn things around until they 
find it. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“The goals we’re giving up or the chances are catastrophic at this point,” 
winger Austin Watson said. “There’s guys wide open in front of the net 
and those are the mistakes that you just can’t make. It’s really difficult to 
find consistency in your play in the NHL. 

“You have to be willing and committed to how hard it actually is. It’s easy 
to go out there and skate around for however many minutes you’re going 
to play, but you don’t win that way and you don’t stick around in the 
league that way. We have to find a way, not just as a team, but as 
individuals. It’s really about individual greatness for the betterment of the 
team. 
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“Every single guy has to bring their A game or at least be willing to be 
committed to their A game.” 

The Ducks made it 4-0 on Rickard Rakell’s goal at 9:05 of the third 
period, when he tipped the puck by Forsberg. 

By the end of the second, this one was all but settled with the Ducks up 
3-0. 

The Senators just didn’t do themselves any favours as Troy Terry was 
allowed to skate in untouched and slide the puck through Forsberg’s five-
hole with only 43 seconds left in the period. Given the way the Senators 
are playing right now, you didn’t get any sense they would come back 
from this. 

It also feels like, if the Senators didn’t have bad luck, they’d have no luck 
at all, but they didn’t help themselves in that department, either. The 
Ducks pulled out to a 2-0 lead at the end of a power play with a fortunate 
bounce of the puck that landed behind Forsberg and in the net. 

Trying to knock the puck out of the air in front, Ottawa defenceman Victor 
Mete ended up batting it off teammate Tyler Ennis and there was nothing 
Forsberg could do as it flew by him. The goal was credited to Derek 
Grant because he was the last Duck to touch it. 

That was a turning point because the Senators had just completed back-
to-back power plays and couldn’t score on either opportunity. 

In the first period, Ottawa was outshot 14-12 and outscored 1-0. For the 
fourth straight game, the Senators gave up the opening goal, this time 
with 3:17 left in the period, when Rakell won a puck battle behind the net 
and threw it out front to Isac Lundestrom. He was all alone in front and 
beat Forsberg on the glove side. That was the 13th shot Forsberg had 
faced that point. 

If this is to get turned around, veteran defenceman Nick Holden noted the 
talk had to turn to action. 

“It’s easy to say anything, but going out there and doing it is a whole 
different thing,” Holden said. “A big thing we need to focus on is just 
making sure, as much as can, don’t look at wins and losses and focus on 
the process in winning. 

“We have to make sure we bring consistent effort in every aspect of our 
game: power play, penalty kill, five-on-five, defensive zone, everywhere.” 

Yes, because right now it feels like the Senators are going nowhere fast. 
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GAME DAY: Senators versus Ducks 

 

Ken Warren 

 

Ottawa Senators (4-12-1) at Anaheim Ducks (10-7-3) 

Today: 4 p.m. 

TV: TSN5 

Radio: AM-1200, FM-94.5 

Why Watch? Something has to give here. The Senators are in a tailspin, 
having lost three straight, including a 4-3 defeat to San Jose Wednesday, 
have only one win in their past 10. Coach D.J. Smith called out his 
goaltending following the latest loss, asking for someone, anyone, to help 
the team steal a victory. The Ducks, who raced out to a surprising start, 
are also limping. Their 5-2 defeat to Colorado on Wednesday was their 
third straight. 

POINT LEADERS 

Ottawa Senators 

Drake Batherson 14  7     9     16  +1 

Josh Norris      17  8     4     12  -1 

Brady Tkachuk     14  4     7     11  +1 

Anaheim Ducks 

Troy Terry      19  12  10  22  +4 

Ryan Getzlaf   20  1     18  19  +1 

Adam Henrique    19  6     9     15  +6 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Ottawa 

PP 19.0 (16 th ) 

PK 74.5 (28 th ) 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Anaheim 

PP 27.9 (4 th ) 

PK 85.7 (9 th ) 

Three things about the Ducks 

1 . After winning only nine games and posting a .903 save percentage in 
2020-21, goaltender John Gibson appears back to where he was a few 
years ago. Gibson has already matched last year’s win total (9-5-2), 
while showcasing a .920 save percentage, but he has lost three straight. 
Maybe back-up Anthony Stolarz gets the call? 

2. In a turning back the clock development, 36-year-old Ryan Getzlaf is 
producing at a better than a point per game pace. Getzlaf scored only 
five goals and 12 assists in 48 games last season, but has been a super 
set-up man so far. He’s tied for third in the NHL in assists, behind only 
the Edmonton Oilers dynamic duo of Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. 

3. In his first 129 games with the Ducks dating back to 2017-18, Troy 
Terry scored a grand total of 15 goals. Suddenly, he has discovered his 
goal-scoring touch, with his even dozen ranking tied for sixth in the NHL. 
Terry is showing the value of patience. He was a fifth round pick back in 
2015. 
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Who to blame for the Senators' putrid start, thoughts on Tim Stützle at 
centre and more: Mailbag 

 

Ian Mendes 

 

Let’s all admit we’re a little cranky going into this weekend if you live in 
Ottawa. 

We had our first freezing rain warning of the season this week. 

Jeopardy contestants whiffed on a simple question about our city. 

And there is a good chance you’re sleep-deprived after staying up late to 
watch the Senators surrender 13 goals in losing the first two games of 
their road trip. 
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It all sets a perfect backdrop for this week’s mailbag, which was filled with 
some pointed questions from angry Sens fans who are demanding 
answers. So, let’s dive right in. 

(Some questions have been lightly edited for style and clarity.) 

Did we delude ourselves into thinking this team would be better than it is, 
or were we sold a lie from Sens management? I don’t believe there’s a 
single source of blame; I’m just curious where you think the bulk of it 
should fall. — Mark P. 

I think there was a lot of reason for cautious optimism heading into this 
season. The Senators ended last season on a roll — winning nine of their 
final 12 games — and did so with the young core pulling it along. It felt 
like maybe a corner had been turned. And then, of course, Pierre Dorion 
utters the infamous phrase, “The rebuild is over” and that was certainly 
headline-catching back in the fall. 

So as we sit here at American Thanksgiving — which is often viewed as 
the first checkpoint of the NHL season — how should we view the 
Senators being in last place in the overall standings? Their 4-12-1 record 
is the exact same one they posted after the first 17 games last season, 
when they got off to a horrid start that submarined their season. 

Quite frankly, this is unacceptable. 

This is not the vision that was sold to us just eight weeks ago, so I think a 
lot of the blame needs to be directed at the upper portion of the 
organization. The Senators were supposed to be trending upward and 
moving into the next phase of their progression. That’s not me creating 
unrealistic expectations in the marketplace. This is simply me quoting the 
general manager. 

Have there been some mitigating circumstances that have helped push 
the Senators into last place? Sure. 

Injuries to key players, pedestrian goaltending, and a brush with COVID-
19 has certainly played a role in plunging this team into last place. But 
they’re not getting a free pass from me. Not when they told us the dark 
days were in the rearview mirror. 

This team said they were going to add a veteran centre in the offseason. 
When they didn’t do that, why weren’t they pressed into action when 
Shane Pinto went down with a serious shoulder injury? This team 
desperately needs a centreman with Pinto and Colin White sidelined for 
the foreseeable future, so it’s mind-boggling to me that a corresponding 
trade hasn’t materialized. They also said they would add a top-end, 
defensive defenceman and reallocate the money that was supposed to 
go to Evgenii Dadonov. In my estimation, they didn’t accomplish those 
things either. 

Is there blame to fall on D.J. Smith’s shoulders? Absolutely. This team 
remains a train wreck in its defensive zone. Part of that is roster 
construction, but part of that needs to fall on the coaching staff as well. 
Smith at least faces the music on a daily basis and I appreciate the fact 
the head coach is not using any of the recent events as an excuse for 
their current predicament. He’s called the Monday loss in Denver 
“unacceptable.” He basically called out Matt Murray after the loss in San 
Jose on Wednesday, saying “we got to get someone to take the net for 
us and start winning us some games.” 

The frustration from the head coach is now palpable. 

I like the fact that he’s now giving Lassi Thomson some significant 
playing time and doing things like moving Tim Stützle to centre ice. I think 
he’s more flexible and open-minded than people give him credit for, but 
like a lot of coaches, he’s probably stubborn and set in his ways. He’s 
relying on some inefficient bottom-four defencemen, but I also don’t see 
a ton of alternatives for him at this point. If guys like Thomson — and 
even Brannstrom when he’s back — are better than the veterans, they 
should probably be in the lineup. But the fact 21-year-old Thomson might 
already be one of your best six defenders is a major indictment on the 
rest of the group. 

I know a lot of you submitted mailbag questions this week asking if the 
head coach should be on the hot seat. I would like to see Smith have 
access to the following three things before I make a judgment on his 
coaching ability at this level: 

Consistent goaltending 

Another centreman 

One more impact defenceman 

If he has those three things and this team is still losing, I’ll happily shift 
the majority of the blame behind the bench. But I think he’s been 
coaching a suboptimal roster. I often ask myself, ‘Would this be a playoff 
team if Barry Trotz or Jon Cooper was the coach?’ 

And truthfully, I think the answer is no at this stage of the game. But I’m 
totally open to hearing the alternative side of this argument in the 
comment section below. 

How many years can players like Thomas Chabot (and soon Brady 
Tkachuk, Drake Batherson) withstand being immersed in a losing culture, 
knowing and seeing nothing but poor results? Do you think there is 
concern that players like Chabot/Tkachuk will ask to leave before the 
Senators actually make the playoffs? — Cameron R 

Okay, the ink has barely dried on Brady Tkachuk’s seven-year contract 
extension, so I think we can probably hold off on the idea that he’s 
looking to head elsewhere. But this is a valid question because it appears 
as though the Senators are careening towards a fifth consecutive season 
of missing the playoffs. That would officially make this the worst stretch in 
franchise history, which is saying something when you consider the 
foibles of the expansion era of this team. 

Think about it this way: Chabot and Tkachuk have never played a 
meaningful game in their NHL careers. Not a single game with playoff 
expectations. Or even legitimate outside pressure. That’s alarming and it 
has to change. 

And if I’m Chabot and Tkachuk, I’m looking at all of the unused cap 
space and wondering when it’s going to be used to help build this roster 
around them. I feel like Chabot has elevated his game this season and if 
we injected him with some truth serum, he’d probably express some 
frustration at what’s taking place around him. I’m happy the fan base isn’t 
laying the blame for the defensive struggles at Chabot’s feet this season. 
It’s clear to me that he needs support, not blame. You never want to see 
athletes fall into the Barry Sanders category, where they are talented 
superstars surrounded by mediocrity. 

A losing culture is infectious and can sometimes force players out of 
town. Buffalo is a great example of an environment that has become 
undesirable for star players in recent years. Whether it’s Jack Eichel, 
Ryan O’Reilly or Sam Reinhart, eventually players get exhausted with the 
idea of perpetual 30th-placed finishes when the rest of their buddies in 
the group chat are playing into May and June. 

The Senators don’t want to become the Sabres 2.0, perpetually 
rebuilding for a decade and losing elite talent because of a culture issue. 
But I would give this another 18 months before we start banging this 
drum. If the Senators aren’t a playoff team next season — or at least 
spending close to the salary cap — could you blame Chabot or Tkachuk 
if they want a better situation? 

What are your thoughts on Corey Pronman’s article stating Ottawa’s 
chances in 2024-25? 31st out of 32 teams … yikes. I think he may be 
right. — Matthew D. 

Okay, raise your hand if you scrolled through Corey Pronman’s piece this 
week and were shocked when you didn’t see Ottawa in the top 10. Then 
you scrolled to the middle-of-the-pack, the 20th spot and still didn’t see 
the Senators listed. It actually crossed my mind as I was moving 
downward, ‘Oh my gosh — did they forget about the Senators?’ 

And then I scrolled to the bottom and found them at No. 31. I’ll admit I 
was shocked, because these are the projections for the 2024-2025 
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season. I mean, if the Senators have this amazing young core of talent, 
shouldn’t they be a legitimate playoff contender three years from now? 

When you study the breakdown, you’ll see the Senators actually receive 
high marks for their collection of young players. They received a 9.0 out 
of 10 for that category, which was only behind Carolina and Buffalo in the 
overall rankings. So, I think it’s generally agreed upon that they have a 
great crop of players under the age of 23. That’s not the issue here. 

They were absolutely eviscerated in these rankings when it came to 
ownership, management and coaching. For the record, these are outside 
observations put together by a panel of our writers from across the 
league. The ownership portion was voted on by Marc-Antoine Godin 
(Montreal), Mark Lazerus (Chicago) and Sean Shapiro (Dallas). The 
coaching and management rankings were put together by Lisa Dillman 
(Los Angeles) and Jeremy Rutherford (St. Louis). 

So what does this tell me? It says that outside markets aren’t as bullish 
on Ottawa’s long-term success because of ownership issues. And I know 
that falls in line with the thinking of many fans within the Ottawa market 
too. 

Now, in Eugene Melnyk’s defence, he’s locked up Chabot, Drake 
Batherson, Colin White and Tkachuk to long-term contract extensions. 
There isn’t really a lot to complain about on that front. But is the 
ownership group willing to spend to the cap in order to surround this core 
with enough pieces to win? Our outside panel doesn’t believe that will 
happen. And there doesn’t appear to be a ton of faith on the 
management side either. 

I think it’s important to get outside perspectives on how people view this 
organization. Sometimes when you’re inside a market and so focused on 
one team, you can often develop blind spots in your analysis. I tend to 
think this assessment of placing the Senators 31st is a bit harsh, 
especially in light of the contract extensions to the young core. But at the 
same time, with the team mired in 32nd place in the overall standings 
after management preached the message that the rebuild is over, it’s 
hard to have a ton of faith in the direction right now. 

So, if ownership and management are not surrounding their core with 
legitimate NHL talent soon, this is going to be trending in the wrong 
direction. (Or maybe it’s the Wright direction for this year?) 

Why do you think Alfie deserves to be in the HOF over Mogilny? — 
Austin S. 

I actually don’t believe this to be the case. If you’re asking me to only 
vote in one player who is outside of the Hall of Fame right now, 
Alexander Mogilny would actually be my selection. 

But that’s not how this works. We can elect multiple players each year 
and that’s what I find frustrating about the exclusion of Daniel Alfredsson. 
As I laid out last week, Alfredsson’s credentials would at the very least 
put him on the bubble of induction. Was he as dominant as Mats Sundin 
and Jarome Iginla in their primes? Maybe not. But the discrepancy isn’t 
so large that those two are sure-fire first balloters and Alfredsson is now 
into his fifth year of sitting in the waiting room. 

I will admit I should have just left the entire Toronto bias thing out of my 
piece, because it seemed to distract everybody from the real issue at 
hand. I’m always willing to admit when I’ve erred or miscalculated 
something. I was probably guilty of that in my piece on Alfredsson. 

But I will take issue with the people who say, “If the Toronto bias was 
real, Mogilny would be in the Hall of Fame”.  Mogilny’s best years came 
in Buffalo (76-goal season), Vancouver (55-goal season) and New 
Jersey (43-goal season and a Stanley Cup). His time in Toronto was 
good, but not remarkable. He played three seasons there, so he’s a 
Maple Leaf in the same way guys like Larry Murphy or Patrick Marleau 
were. Their Hall of Fame credentials aren’t largely based on their time in 
Toronto. 

I’ll say it one more time, just in case there is some confusion: Alex 
Mogilny is the most deserving player to be in the Hall of Fame that’s not 

already there. But this isn’t an either-or scenario and there is plenty of 
room for Mogilny and Alfredsson — not to mention Keith Tkachuk, 
Jeremy Roenick and maybe even Vincent Lecavalier. 

Stützle played his first NHL game at centre and obviously we shouldn’t 
jump to conclusions regarding one game, but do you think he will actually 
end up being a full-time centre, or has Josh Norris/Pinto likely solidified 
him as (primarily) a winger going forward? — Jeremy B.  

I didn’t mind what I saw out of Stützle in his debut as a centreman on 
Wednesday night in San Jose. The possession numbers were great and 
he looked dynamic and confident in that spot. 

What I’m curious to see is what happens when Batherson comes back to 
the lineup next week. How will the Senators deploy their lines at that 
point? I’ve noticed some really good chemistry between Stützle and 
Batherson in the past when they’ve played on the same line. Could that 
potentially work with Stützle as the centre? I’m intrigued by that 
possibility. 

I’m less concerned about which position Stützle plays and more worried 
about his linemates. I think you can give him the best chance to succeed 
by placing him with elite offensive talent. As it stands now, I think I’d like 
to see some duos put together, rather than trios because I just don’t think 
they have the offensive talent or depth to be top-loading. I would go with 
the following duos: 

Tkachuk – Norris 

Stützle – Batherson 

Nick Paul – Connor Brown 

And then I would go plug-and-play with the rest of the spots. Zach 
Sanford could slide into a spot on the right side. Same with Alex 
Formenton. Once Pinto comes back, you can figure out where to slot 
him. And Stützle doesn’t even have to be at centre; just make sure he’s 
always on the same line as Batherson. 

I believe getting traction for Stützle might be the most important priority 
for this season, so putting him in a position to succeed is paramount in 
the months ahead. 

Do you think there’s room for more Senators coverage or do you (in your 
unbiased opinion) feel that between you, Bruce, The WAM Show and 
Silver Seven the market is saturated? I only ask because every time I get 
excited and tell somebody you answered another one of my questions 
they laugh at me and tell me I need a hobby. But occasionally they 
suggest maybe a podcast could be that hobby. Thoughts? — Jeremy B. 

There should always be room at the table for more passionate, articulate 
and nuanced coverage of this hockey team. The idea that we’re too full is 
ridiculous. I actually see the opposite side of the coin: This is the most 
diverse and comprehensive coverage this market has ever seen. And it 
should serve as a reminder there is always room for more people to join 
the mix. 

I always look at it this way: If I didn’t get my big break with Sportsnet 
years ago, I would probably be an outside blogger or podcaster. I would 
try and get noticed and recognized. Now, how would I feel if mainstream 
people ignored me or dismissed my opinion because I wasn’t part of the 
small circle that covered the team? I feel like I won the lottery in getting to 
do this job for a living. Why wouldn’t I want to see other people 
experience the same joy? 

My favourite recent examples are upstart podcasts like ‘Locked On Sens’ 
or ‘Future Sens Sickos’. These are podcasts that push the market 
coverage to be better from the mainstream gang. The Future Sens 
Sickos had Pierre Dorion on as a guest this summer, which is a 
remarkable thing. The Locked on Sens guys put out a daily podcast that 
is as funny, creative and insightful as anything you would find on 
traditional AM radio in this country. These entities didn’t exist a couple of 
years ago, now they’re kicking down walls and getting A-level guests. 
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Add this to coverage from people like Graeme Nichols, Steve Warne and 
others and it’s clear there is plenty of room for everybody to voice their 
opinion in this market. That’s in addition to everybody you listed above, 
which doesn’t even include my francophone counterparts like Sylvain St-
Laurent and Marc Brassard who cover this team for Le Droit. 

So this is a long way of saying, go ahead and start that podcast, Jeremy. 
Don’t ever listen to people who tell you the market is oversaturated. Find 
your voice, find your niche and you’ll see there is room for you. 

And I’ll happily be a guest on your podcast if you need it. 

I know with the addition of the Kraken, many speculated 650M would be 
the new going rate for an NHL team and that Eugene wouldn’t sell the 
team for less. Does the impending sale of the Penguins potentially raise 
the potential asking price further? — Jeremy B. 

Hey Jeremy, didn’t I just tell you to start a podcast? Why are you still 
asking me questions? 

I don’t think the Penguins sale price would affect Ottawa too much. I 
don’t think they’re really in the same bracket as Ottawa, but it certainly 
shows you that some mid-market teams could be closer to the $1 billion 
price point. I don’t think Ottawa would fall into that category, but I do 
suspect the expansion franchise values would serve as the floor level for 
any potential sale in Ottawa. In an ideal world, I suspect the NHL would 
want something between Seattle and Pittsburgh for a team like Ottawa, 
but that’s pure speculation on my part. 

What I feel more confident saying, however, is that I believe multiple 
ownership groups could potentially step up and meet that asking price to 
keep the team in Ottawa. Would they be local owners? No. But they 
would be groups willing to buy this team and keep them in Ottawa for the 
long term. That’s why I have never bought into the idea that franchise 
relocation is a legitimate threat in Ottawa. 

In order for a franchise to move, an NHL owner would have to prove 
there is no viable option to keep the team in a market. I do not believe 
that criteria would be met in Ottawa, which is why I don’t suspect this 
scenario of moving the team to Quebec City, Houston or Portland would 
ever materialize. 

Do you think Nick Paul could be traded at the deadline given how this 
season has gone and with Paul being in the final year of his contract? — 
Chris M.  

This is a legitimate question that we probably haven’t given enough 
attention to. 

Paul has firmly established himself as a regular NHL forward over the 
past two seasons. The question becomes, how does he get paid on his 
next contract? Is he a third-line or fourth-line guy? Centre or left winger? 

He’s a fascinating case study because he’s sort of a jack-of-all-trades. 
He’s clearly one of Smith’s favourites and is viewed as a leader, but he’s 
not really a generator of points and that’s often how guys get paid. 

I see Paul as a legitimate third-line guy on this team and if he was my 
third-line centre for the next three seasons, I would be okay with that. But 
you have to remember, he’s closing in on his 27th birthday. If you think 
Chabot and Tkachuk are frustrated with losing, how do you think a guy 
like Paul feels? He might be the ideal deadline pickup for a Stanley Cup 
contender. Imagine him in Tampa, for example? Couldn’t you just see 
him thriving there? 

It all comes down to what he wants. As an unrestricted free agent, he’s 
pretty much going to call the shots here. If he’s interested in staying on a 
reasonable deal, I think both sides can find a way to make that work. But 
if he feels like he wants to win now, you’ll forgive him for maybe having 
an eye toward unrestricted free agency next summer. If that’s the case, I 
think the Senators can move him and get a decent asset in return at the 
deadline. 

I’m a season ticket holder and I’ve commented often that free tickets is 
not a perk for myself. I already have 22 games to go to (half-season 

holder). I don’t need more tickets. Same goes for discounts on other 
games. Am I supposed to go scalp these tickets to make some money? 
My question is, what’s a good perk? — David S.  

Let’s wrap the mailbag with this question because I think it’s an 
interesting one. 

Right now, with the arena filled with empty seats, giving out free tickets to 
existing season ticket holders doesn’t seem like the greatest perk. I think 
season ticket holders want to feel like they’re part of an exclusive club. I 
like when the team does special events with Pierre Dorion or D.J. Smith 
in which only season ticket holders are invited to ask them questions. 
And I believe they’ve tried enhancing their benefits package in recent 
years with the ‘7th program’. They’ve also tried to give discounts on 
parking, concessions, etc. 

I know COVID-19 restrictions play a role in what can and cannot be 
offered, but here’s what I would love to see for season ticket holders. (I 
know they may have done some of these in the past): 

1. Exclusive tours of the dressing room area. As media members, we 
take this for granted, but it’s such a thrill for fans to peek behind the 
curtain. 

2. Access to renting the ice at the Canadian Tire Centre. How cool would 
a public skate or a shinny game be for season ticket holders? 

3. Have a ‘lottery suite’. Each home game, they should raffle off the rights 
to use a luxury suite inside the Canadian Tire Centre for one lucky 
season ticket holder. Imagine how great it would be to invite 16 of your 
friends or family members to come and spend a night with you for a 
home game. 

4. Invite season ticket members to create a ‘Fan Council’. Talk to them 
about how to enhance the guest experience inside the arena and what 
they’d like to see. Make it inclusive and allow members of the Fan 
Council to have a legitimate voice when you’re planning your game-day 
events. 

5. Create a game day experience in Belleville. Take 100 season ticket 
holders at a time down to Belleville to watch an AHL game and then bring 
them back the same night via bus. 

6. One-game upgrade option. Maybe your seats are in the 300-level. Or 
in the corner somewhere. Once per season, allow your season seat 
members to upgrade their tickets to a better location inside the arena, 
based on availability. 

These are a half-dozen ideas and I know some of these may have been 
tried in some capacity in the past. But above all else, I think the No. 1 
thing season ticket holders are asking for — at least after reading all the 
questions in this mailbag — is a competitive on-ice product for the 
foreseeable future. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Projecting NHL award winners after 
a quarter of the season 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Nov 26, 2021  

  

The third game on Sunday’s NHL schedule – between the slumping 
Islanders and the surging Rangers – is Game 328 of the 2021-22 
season, which marks the official one-quarter point of the new season. 
What a giddy, unpredictable start it has been. 

Up was down and down was up everywhere you looked across the NHL 
landscape. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 27, 2021 

 

Until just the last week or so, the Kraken were playing like a traditional 
expansion team and jockeying for the basement with the likes of the 
Coyotes (expected to struggle) and the Senators (expected to be 
incrementally better). 

One of last year’s Stanley Cup finalists, the Canadiens, have all but 
mathematically played themselves out of playoff contention already, and 
the other, the Lightning, are chugging along respectfully, even while 
missing two-thirds of their top line (Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point). 

If there’s been a single overriding theme to the first quarter, that’s been it 
– the rash injuries, many serious, to so many of the league’s difference 
makers. 

A trio of key players – Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom, Pittsburgh’s 
Evgeni Malkin and Montreal’s Carey Price – haven’t played a minute yet. 
Sidney Crosby started the year on the sidelines alongside Malkin, and at 
one point, Pittsburgh was missing a third of its regulars. 

The Golden Knights played much of the first quarter without its top line, if 
you consider Jack Eichel their new No. 1 center now. Other than Alex 
Ovechkin leapfrogging both Marcel Dionne and Brett Hull and moving 
into fourth place on the all-time goal-scoring list, that was the most 
positive news of the first quarter. The much-rumored, long-awaited Eichel 
trade finally did happen, ending the soap opera. 

The expectation is that once Eichel returns, he will be slotted between 
Max Pacioretty (injured in the second game of the season, but back 
finally on Wednesday) and Mark Stone (who missed 12 games earlier, 
but is also back playing). 

Of course, the underappreciated Chandler Stephenson could throw a 
monkey wrench into that common and much-theorized projection. 

Without Pacioretty, Stone and William Karlsson, Stephenson has 
arguably been the Vegas team MVP, with a team-leading 19 points in 20 
games. Vegas was favored to win the Pacific Division. Instead, they’re 
behind both Edmonton and Calgary, who have the third and fifth best 
winning percentages in the league (at .737 and .725, respectively). 

Of all the stats that were crunched in the first quarter, maybe the most 
compelling was that Calgary recorded seven shutouts in its first 19 
games, which according to Sportsnet Stats, hadn’t happened in the NHL 
since the league introduced the forward passing rules back in 1929. So, 
kudos to the resurgent Jacob Markstrom and the unheralded Daniel 
Vladar, who have combined to make the Flames one of the stingiest 
teams this side of the Hurricanes. 

Three of the sexy preseason Stanley Cup choices – Vegas, Colorado 
and Tampa Bay – all got rolling after challenging starts. The one outlier: 
The Islanders, who started the season with 13 games on the road, fell 
into last place in the Metropolitan Division and haven’t been able to 
extricate themselves from that early-season jam. It could get late early for 
the Islanders, who christened their beautiful new home just days ago. 

Let’s review some of the other noteworthy developments of the first 
quarter, which will also serve to answer some leftover mailbag questions, 
especially those from readers who wanted to project 2022 NHL award 
winners. 

• Three compelling resurrection stories: 1. Nazem Kadri, Colorado. 2. 
Matt Duchene, Nashville. 3. Ryan Getzlaf, Anaheim. 

Kadri can be such a polarizing player, a skilled guy who plays with an 
edge, but someone who also takes too many bad penalties and 
unnecessary suspensions at the wrong time of the year. But this season, 
Kadri has been the glue guy for the Avalanche, who at different times 
have had to muddle along without Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen, 
Gabriel Landeskog and of late, JT Compher. A team that would be razor-
thin down the middle if Kadri hadn’t stepped up with 25 points in his first 
16 games, which isn’t too far off the total he managed all of last season 
(32 points in 56 games). 

If such a thing is even possible, Duchene might have fallen even further 
off the cliff than Kadri last year – an injury-filled season in which he 

managed just 13 points in 34 games and was left unprotected in the 
expansion draft. Even though Seattle had a crying need for help down 
the middle, and probably would have gotten a financial incentive to take 
him, they gave Duchene and his annual $8 million salary a hard pass. 
Too bad because Duchene is back to a reasonable facsimile of his 
former self so far – 12 goals and 20 points in 19 games. 

Getzlaf, meanwhile, was the subject of much offseason speculation after 
his contract expired – would he be interested in a move to a contender or 
simply fade to retirement? Answer: Neither. Instead, he’s mentoring the 
Ducks’ young up-and-comers and having one of his most productive set-
up seasons in years, with 18 assists in the Ducks’ first 20 games. 

• Three resurrection stories (goalie division): 1. Sergei Bobrovsky, 
Florida. 2. Jonathan Quick, Los Angeles. 3. Frederik Andersen, Carolina. 

This is why talent evaluators go grey prematurely. How do you explain 
the bizarre up-and-down nature of NHL goaltenders, where long-
established stars, such as Bobrovsky and Quick, can have down years 
(as they did a year ago) and then bounce back in such dramatic fashion? 
It’s perplexing, to say the least. 

Even though the NHL goalie pool is limited to 32 starters and 32 back-
ups, the biggest problem with this category is too many qualified 
candidates. Let’s deal with the honorable mentions first. 

Toronto’s Jack Campbell isn’t here because even though his back story 
is phenomenal (first-round pick to ECHL to NHL back-up to possible 
Vezina Trophy candidate), mostly because he was already in form last 
season (a 2.13 GAA which is still almost half a goal more than he’s given 
up this year). Pittsburgh’s Tristan Jarry would be a candidate too, but his 
improvement this year, while significant, doesn’t match the other three. 

Let’s look at a few hard numbers. 

Andersen’s stats line today reads: 1.90 GAA, .936 SP; last year it was 
2.96 GAA, with a .895 SP. 

Quick is 2.25 GAA, .928 SP; last year, it was 2.86 GAA, with an .898 SP. 

And Bobrovsky is at 1.90 GAA, .940 SP; a year ago, it was 2.91 GAA, 
with .906 SP. 

All three had given up roughly a full goal-a-game fewer than they did a 
year ago, or until the Maple Leafs scorched the Kings Wednesday night 
and bumped up Quick’s numbers slightly. Andersen had Carolina atop 
the defensive standings for most of the quarter while Bobrovsky has (for 
now) fended off the challenge of the promising Spencer Knight and Quick 
is keeping the Kings afloat in the Pacific until Drew Doughty’s return. 

Troy Terry. (Gary A. Vasquez / USA Today) 

• Three unexpected breakout players: 1. Troy Terry, Anaheim. 2. Ryan 
Hartman, Minnesota. 3. Robert Thomas, St. Louis. 

Thomas’s teammate in St. Louis, Jordan Kyrou, might also qualify here, 
except Kyrou was already on his way last season, contributing a healthy 
35 points in 55 games, which was fifth on the team in scoring. 

Thomas, on the other hand, managed just 12 points in 33 games. 
Though he’s been tantalizing Blues’ fans with his playmaking ability since 
the Stanley Cup run, they are in full view now – 15 assists already, and 
becoming a key figure in their top-six, playing mostly next to Vladimir 
Tarasenko. 

Hartman has bounced around – from team to team and up and down the 
Wild lineup – but on a team that also boasts Kirill Kaprizov, Kevin Fiala 
and Mats Zuccarello, he leads in goals (10), even-strength goals (9), 
shots (61) and plus-minus (plus 11, the next best is a trio at plus-6). 

Still, Terry’s emergence overrides them all, given that if there were two 
candidates on Anaheim to consider in the moving-on-up category seven 
weeks ago, they would have been Max Comtois and Trevor Zegras. But 
Terry, who had only 20 points in 48 games last year, exceeded that total 
already during that wholly unexpected 16-game point-scoring streak (12-
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10-22) to start the year and vaulted Anaheim, for now anyway, into the 
playoff mix. 

• Three Cy Young candidates: 1. Andrew Mangiapane, Calgary (15-2). 2. 
Chris Kreider, New York Rangers (15-3). 3. Alex DeBrincat, Chicago (11-
3). 

Mangiapane would qualify, in some circles, as an unexpected breakout 
player too, except the larger hockey world got a glimpse of his potential 
during last spring’s world hockey championships, when his arrival, shortly 
after the tournament began, essentially turned Canada’s fortunes around. 
In the end, he was named MVP of the gold-medal effort and has carried 
that momentum into the new season. What’s even more compelling is 
that 14 of Mangiapane’s 15 goals have come on the road, which is 
contributing to Calgary’s 9-2-2 start away from the Saddledome. 

On a Rangers team where the No. 2 man in goals is Kevin Rooney with 
five, Kreider has 15 – nine on the power play, six at even strength. 
Without him and the stingy defense, the Rangers wouldn’t be anywhere 
close to a 12-4-3 record, which has them comfortably in a playoff spot in 
the Metropolitan. 

DeBrincat, meanwhile, is managing something similar – his 11 goals and 
Patrick Kane’s six represent an unhealthy percentage of the Blackhawks’ 
overall goal-scoring totals. But DeBrincat was a Cy Young candidate last 
year too – he went 32-24 – and finished third in the overall goal-scoring 
race behind only Auston Matthews and Connor McDavid. 

• Three Hart trophy candidates: 1. Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton. 2. Alex 
Ovechkin, Washington. 3. Connor McDavid, Edmonton. 

No trophy discussion ever gets as volatile as the Hart because it 
technically goes to the player deemed “most valuable to his team” – 
which has often befuddled voters who don’t know how to react when you 
have two worthy candidates on the same team, both making 
overwhelming cases. And if this keeps up in Edmonton, where Draisaitl is 
slightly ahead of McDavid in the scoring race, the debate will eventually 
be off the charts. 

McDavid helps Draisaitl and Draisaitl helps McDavid and if Ovechkin 
hadn’t inserted himself into the discussion early, they would be running 
away with the scoring race again. 

Early on last season, we had a similar quandary because of Patrick 
Kane’s strong start on a Blackhawks’ team that was unexpectedly 
competitive. The tide seemed to turn when Kane himself essentially said 
publicly, “thanks for the kind words, but your MVP is McDavid.” 

Ovechkin’s case is enhanced by three developments: One, pure scoring 
numbers (15-18-33); two, the fact that he’s doing it without Backstrom in 
the lineup; and three, the Caps stubbornly refuse to fade, even as their 
roster ages, and currently stand nicely positioned in second place in the 
Metropolitan, with a plus-23 goals differential. 

Historically, Hart voters often reward players for propping up teams 
undermined by injuries. In 2010, they gave the Hart nod to Henrik Sedin 
because of how well he played in the 19 games that his brother Daniel 
missed because of injury. 

If Ovechkin keeps up his current pace, and if the Capitals continue to 
lose player after player to injury, it will be an interesting race down to the 
wire. But assuming they stay healthy, it’s entirely plausible that McDavid 
and Draisatil will run away from the pack in the remaining portion of the 
season, but stay neck-and-neck atop the scoring race. And then what? 

I’ll hazard a guess that what occurred last year will happen again this 
year – and their peers will be asked how they see it. And that’ll be the 
tipping point for McDavid to move up from No. 3 three in our current 
rankings to the top of the chart. 

• Three honorable mention MVPs: 1. Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay. 2. 
Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary. 3. (Tied) Kadri and Stephenson. 

We’ve already explored what Kadri’s meant to Colorado and Stephenson 
to Vegas, so no need to cover that ground again. But it’s also worth 

noting how, in the absence of Kucherov and now Point, Stamkos has 
been carrying the offensive load for Tampa Bay. 

Kucherov won’t return until well into the 2022 calendar year and Point is 
likely out until around Christmas, so the goal in Tampa Bay is to steadily 
earn enough points to comfortably make the playoffs and then hope they 
get all hands back on deck, the same way it did a year ago. And given 
their offseason roster turnover and the absence of arguably their two 
most important scorers, Stamkos’s continuing offensive contributions will 
be pivotal in that quest. 

Gaudreau, meanwhile, has been in the top 10 of NHL scoring before, but 
there was an expectation when Darryl Sutter was hired to coach the team 
that it might have a negative effect on his performance because Sutter 
can be such a demanding and exacting coach. 

It didn’t go that way at all and it’s because Sutter also knows the value of 
pure talent. He’s given Gaudreau an opportunity by finally, permanently, 
placing him on a line with Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk, which 
has been one of the five most productive units in the league this year. 
Gaudreau is in a contract year and has previously said he wants to stay 
in Calgary. His rising price tag notwithstanding, the fact that the Flames 
are winning may make that a more likely outcome than it might otherwise 
have been last summer when they looked like a borderline playoff 
contender. 

The Jack Adams award conundrum 

In last week’s mailbag, there were multiple questions about the NHL 
awards race and there seemed to be an extra fascination with the Jack 
Adams, which is given to the NHL’s coach of the year and voted on by 
the NHL broadcasters association. 

There was a question about Don Granato’s chances in Buffalo and a 
couple about Dallas Eakins in Anaheim. Understandable, given how so 
many times in the past, the Jack Adams has gone to the coach who 
stage-handed the biggest year-over-year turnarounds. 

It’s a fascinating pattern because often what happens next is that a dark 
horse team’s surge might not last and when it comes down to earth, who 
is the first person in the crosshairs? Almost always the head coach. 

So, for example, in 2001 and 2002, Bill Barber (Philadelphia) and Bobby 
Francis (Phoenix) won the Jack Adams, got fired fairly soon afterward 
and never made their way back to the NHL. In a three-year span 
between 2013 and 2015, the winners were Paul MacLean (Ottawa), 
Patrick Roy (Colorado), and Bob Hartley (Calgary). All have vanished 
from the NHL head-coaching landscape and there doesn’t appear any 
sign of them returning anytime soon. 

The other part of the Adams equation that’s so puzzling is how many 
quality coaches have never actually won the award. Just in the Sutter 
family alone, Brian won the Adams (in 1991, with St. Louis), but Darryl, 
who won two Stanley Cups in L.A., got Calgary to the final another time 
and has had a far longer coaching career, has never even finished in the 
top-2. 

One could make the case that six of the most enduring coaches in the 
NHL today – ones who’ve survived a long time in a hired-to-be-fired 
world – might include Paul Maurice (Winnipeg), Peter Laviolette 
(Washington), Mike Sullivan (Pittsburgh), Todd McLellan (Los Angeles), 
Peter DeBoer (Vegas), and Jon Cooper (Tampa Bay). 

And yet, none of the six have won the Adams. Presumably, they can take 
solace in the fact that the most successful coach of all time, Scotty 
Bowman, only won it twice himself – in 1977, early in his career and then 
again in 1996. 

All of which is a long preamble to why I’m hedging on the Adams vote 
because it’s too small a snapshot to evaluate properly at the moment. 
The questions about Granato and Eakins make a lot of sense, based on 
the historical precedent. If they can maintain that pace, then likely, based 
on the broadcasters’ previous voting patterns, they’d clearly have a shot. 
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But if I were to make a prediction today, I would suggest they’ll eventually 
fall out of contention and that either Sutter or one of our aforementioned 
and overlooked Group of Six will be the winner this year: McLellan 
because the Kings were staying close, even though their future is still 
supposed to be a few years away and the others because they’re all 
coaching good teams that have managed to grind out wins despite losing 
so many key pieces to injury. 

That’s the other part of the Adams voting equation that’ll be fascinating to 
monitor. Voters generally don’t reward coaches of good teams, 
presumably because they think it’s easy to win if you can turn to 
superstars. 

But if suddenly you don’t have them? And you’re thriving anyway? 

That’s when they might have to set that thinking aside. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: The Capitals, Hurricanes and 
Panthers have a lot to be thankful for this season 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Nov 26, 2021  

  

Welcome to the only NHL power rankings that matter. We are thankful for 
you. 

We kicked around doing a Christmas-related theme this week, but we’ve 
got more than enough time in December for all that. Thanksgiving — 
some, wrongly and disrespectfully, call it “American Thanksgiving” — 
deserves its own space. Christmas Creep must be fought in all its forms. 

Thus, we kept it simple. Each team, even the stinky ones, should’ve been 
counting its blessings on Thursday. There is good around every corner. 
Never forget it. 

The tiebreaker this week? Points percentage. Anything more complicated 
would’ve cut into Sean’s “stuffing, football and Chardonnay at his mom’s 
house” time. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 14-2-3 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

What should this team be thankful for? The hallowed grounds of FLA 
Live Arena. The Panthers play in one of the sport’s true cathedrals — its 
current name is known to somewhere between zero and one of us last 
week — and they ably protect it. The Panthers are 11-0-0 at home, tying 
a season-opening home win streak record set by the Blackhawks in 1962 
at some nasty old dump. 

THANK YOU FLA LIVE ARENA HTTPS://T.CO/EBSY9PV7VX 

— SEAN GENTILLE (@SEANGENTILLE) NOVEMBER 25, 2021 

MY GUY TWEETING THINGS JUST TO GET HIS OWN TWEET INTO 
THE POWER RANKINGS. WOW 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) NOVEMBER 25, 
2021 

Dom: Second in expected goals at five-on-five plus Sergei Bobrovsky 
being second in goals saved above expected makes for a damn good 
hockey team. The Panthers are a wagon right now and the fact they’re 

still rolling along on, firing on all cylinders without Aleksander Barkov is a 
testament to their immense depth. He could be in the Selke trophy 
running this year, Aaron Ekblad should get some Norris Trophy buzz if he 
keeps this up, and as predicted by me, Bobrovsky might get a Vezina 
nomination after all. 

Sean: I predicted that too. Do not Google. But yeah, Ekblad has a seven-
game point streak, putting him in a tie for the team lead with 17 overall. 
His underlyings are fine, and the Panthers aren’t going anywhere. All that 
puts him on track to be a finalist, at minimum. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 14-3-1 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

What should this team be thankful for? Other than their Twitter account? 
(How playful! How piquant!) An early schedule that’s had them play five-
ish games against teams that are actually good. 

Dom: We do love the Hurricanes around here very much, You’ll never 
catch either of us saying a bad thing about this team. 

But. 

How sure are we that they’re really the second-best team in the league 
besides their record? Their schedule hasn’t been that hard and though 
they’re a top-three time by Corsi, the Hurricanes are actually only 10th by 
expected goals percentage. Will they remain this good once they’re not 
getting .950 goaltending every night? It’s tough to say and we’ll keep 
them here for now, but a market correction wouldn’t be a shock. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 14-6-1 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

What should this team be thankful for? Jack Campbell, who leads all 
goalies in goals saved above expected and helping a team with a 
surprisingly anemic offense thrive. 

Dom: Yesterday, I tweeted out the top five players I had at each position 
per #mymodel, a thinly-veiled homer tweet meant only to showcase the 
fact that Jack Campbell ranks… second? 

TOP FIVE PLAYERS BY POSITION ACCORDING TO PROJECTED 
GSVA (EXPECTED VALUE GOING FORWARD) AND ACTUAL GSVA 
(CURRENT 2021-22 VALUE). PIC.TWITTER.COM/IMQT5N7UOI 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) NOVEMBER 25, 
2021 

It feels like the peak of my homerism, but he leads all goalies in goals 
saved above expected this season and is fourth over the last four years. 
He looks for real and might be playing his way onto Team USA’s Olympic 
team. 

Sean: Buddy, we both know it’s not the peak of your homerism. Put Jack 
Campbell on the Olympic team, though. 

Dom: What’s the peak, enlighten me. 

Sean: Probably the tattoo. 

Dom: I don’t have any tattoos, liar. Stop lying on Thanksgiving. What 
would your mom say about this? 

Sean: “This is why you’re late?” 
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4. Washington Capitals 

Record: 12-3-5 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

What should this team be thankful for? The argument Scott Wheeler 
decided to start on Wednesday. We all were craving the 10,00th cross-
continental relitigation of Crosby vs. Ovechkin. Here’s to 10,000 more! 

THE LONGER OVECHKIN STAYS OVECHKIN, THE STRONGER THE 
CASE WILL BE THAT IT’S HIM WHO BELONGS ON MOUNT 
RUSHMORE WITH 99, 66 AND 4, AND NOT SID. 

I’VE BEEN THINKING ABOUT THAT A LOT LATELY. 

— SCOTT WHEELER (@SCOTTCWHEELER) NOVEMBER 24, 2021 

Sean: One of the preseason things I was wrong about — the Caps’ 
forward depth. Ovechkin gets all the attention, and understandably so, 
but the rest of the group has been a lot more productive than I figured it’d 
be. 

Dom: I think we should all get a pass for not foreseeing whatever random 
name generator enters the Capitals lineup on any given night with all 
their injuries. Axel Jonsson-Fjallby is an all-time Swedish name and after 
googling what he looks like, may just be the second coming of Jesus 
Christ. 

Sean: What did I say in the intro? Leave that guy out of it for a couple 
more days, at minimum. Honestly, dude, did he bring a fan with him to 
picture day? Is … is he Beyoncé? 

Dom: What shampoo is Axel using, because he should be able to double 
his salary off endorsements if the company just slapped their logo at the 
bottom. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record:12-3-5 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 3 

What should this team be thankful for? Darryl Sutter hockey, helping the 
Flames achieve the lowest goals-against rate in the league and the third-
lowest expected goals against rate. 

Dom: If you’re a fan of an opposing team and you see the Flames 
coming up on the schedule simply plan something else that night. You 
won’t get to see your favorite player score, or do anything, but you will 
get to see Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk ruin your life while 
Jacob Markstrom or Dan Vladar probably get a shutout. The duo has 
combined for seven through 20 games which should be illegal. Only 
three teams had that many all of last season and there are four teams 
(Detroit, Ottawa, Vancouver, Buffalo) who have eight… since 2017-18. 

Sean: And they’re fourth in the league with 43 5-on-5 goals, on top of 
that. Andrew Mangiapane is shooting like 115 percent, but who cares? 
Whenever regression comes for this team, I don’t think it’s going to affect 
them all that much. 

6. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 10-5-1 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 7 

What should this team be thankful for? The second time Nazem Kadri got 
suspended in the playoffs. Not the third, though. And probably not the 
fourth. 

Sean: I was in denial last week, but the (regular season) Death Star 
seems to have been activated, even though Nathan MacKinnon is out. 

Dom: They don’t even need him to be a destroyer of worlds, he’s just the 
final weapon that gets put on the death ship that makes you scream “oh 
come on!” at the sheer overkill. The difference between them and the 
next most talented team (per #mymodel)  is bigger than one (1) 
MacKinnon and we’re finally starting to see that play out on the ice. 

That’s especially true with the way Kadri is playing lately. He’s got 21 
points over a 10-game point streak including five straight multi-point 
efforts — good timing as MacKinnon has been out for six games. Kadri’s 
career-high is 61 points and it feels like a lock that he’ll break that this 
season. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning (Kim Klement / USA TODAY) 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 11-4-3 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

What should this team be thankful for? That they still have three 
superstars left after their other two have been sidelined for weeks. 

Sean: When you saw that Brayden Point might miss a month and a half, 
how far down did you drop them? Be honest. It was zero spots for me. 
They’re unkillable. 

Dom: Like… one spot? Should be a good test for Steven Stamkos: 
hopeful Olympian to prove he’s still got what it takes to make the team. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 10-6-0 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 9 

What should this team be thankful for? Whoever makes the NHL 
schedule. The Bruins have had streaks of one game in 13 days then 
three in 11. Definitely not going to come back and bite them in a couple 
of months. Actually, it’s the positive reports on Tuukka Rask’s hip rehab. 

Dom: The Bruins’ Core Four are literally carrying this team so hard that 
they’re still leading the league in expected goals percentage and 
humming along at a 103-point pace despite no forward, defense or goalie 
depth to speak of. Truly amazing what a bit of star power can do. 

Sean: They’ve got a little more than $2 million in cap space. That could 
help them get some “goaltending depth” in a little bit. 

9. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 14-5-0 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

What should this team be thankful for? The mere existence of Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, a duo so powerful they can turn almost any 
team into a playoff threat on their own. 

Sean: The worst part of Draisaitl making it to 20 goals in 19 games? He 
forced us to break one of the funniest accidental streaks we’ve managed 
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around here and actually type his name. The dude is doing Ovechkin 
Things, and we made it weeks without mentioning him. 

Dom: We literally forgot about Drai. But with all due respect to McDavid, 
it’s Draisaitl’s Hart to lose right now. These two might just trade Hart 
trophies for the rest of their career. Remember when people were like 
“can Draisaitl be the Evgeni Malkin to McDavid’s Crosby?” Is it safe to 
say he’s better — because that feels like a pretty safe take to me. 

Sean: I think those two have played together way too much to make it an 
apples-to-apples comparison, but I’m not sure it needs to be. I will say — 
by the time Malkin was playing his Age 26 season, he’d won a Hart and 
finished second twice. He also had a Conn Smythe. Draisaitl can pull 
ahead over the next five years or so, but I don’t think he’s there yet. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 12-6-1 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

What should this team be thankful for? Ryan Hartman and Frederick 
Gaudreau somehow being the answer to the team’s center ice woes. 

Sean: It took maybe two games’ worth of watching Gaudreau in 
Pittsburgh to make me say, “Wait a second, this guy isn’t terrible.” Did I 
forget that he’d played against the Penguins in the 2017 Cup Final? 
Certainly. But he’s a useful hockey player who, it seems, was with 
Pittsburgh enough to get Flibbet-and-Donkified. Didn’t think he’d be 
skating with Kirill Kaprizov, but here we are. Fun story. 

Dom: Eight points in 19 games and a 59 percent expected goals rate for 
someone taken off the scrap heap this offseason? That’ll do. Hartman 
starting off right where he left things in the playoffs is a big boost too. He 
leads the Wild in Game Score this year thanks to 10 goals in 19 games 
and some eye-popping chance differentials at five-on-five. 

It was at this point that Sean’s mom did in fact call him. He was indeed 
late and had to go. Back to his home planet. 

That means you’re stuck with me, Dom, and also that I can talk shit about 
Sean over the remaining 22 teams. Sounds like a great trade to me. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 9-6-4 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 12 

What should this team be thankful for? The possibility that six months 
was enough for Tristan Jarry to completely forget whatever happened to 
him in the first round of the playoffs. Also, whatever has gotten into Evan 
Rodrigues, who has seven goals, 14 points and an expected goals share 
of 65 percent. They might’ve sunk without him. 

IT’S WILD THAT EVAN RODRIGUES HAS NOW REPLACED SIDNEY 
CROSBY AND OVI ON THE HOCKEY MOUNT RUSHMORE 
HTTPS://T.CO/ZZHB5BR33R 

— LAYDS (@LAYDS_) NOVEMBER 25, 2021 

Dom: To be fair, Sean wrote half of the “to be thankful for” blurbs — we 
started with that part — but you won’t get the playful banter you know 
and love as I have been abandoned for a relative celebrating some 
made-up holiday. Thanksgiving? That happened a month ago, pal. 

Anyways, back to Sean’s favorite team; Jarry has been great so far and 
that’s cool, but when do we start worrying about Sidney Crosby? Two 
points in seven games and getting outchanced at five-on-five isn’t what 
we usually expect of him. This is a guy Sean begged to keep in Tier 1 

during our preseason Player Tiers as he didn’t want to be pelted with 
tomatoes walking the streets of Pittsburgh, but Crosby just hasn’t looked 
the part yet. That Pittsburgh ranks this high is partly “he’s Crosby, he’ll 
figure it out” but it’s hard to see them holding down this spot if they keep 
relying on Rodrigues to be their best forward. 

12. New York Rangers 

Record: 12-4-3 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

What should this team be thankful for? The honest-to-god answer here, 
boring as it might be, is Igor Shesterkin. The Rangers’ expected goals 
share is fifth-worst in the league, at 46.6 percent, and their actual rate 
isn’t much better. Shesterkin and his .932 save percentage have made 
that hold up, at least for the time being. 

Dom: One other guy that is holding up his end of the bargain aside from 
Shesterkin is Chris Kreider who has… *checks notes* … *double-checks 
notes* … *checks notes one more just to be sure* … 15 goals in 19 
games? No, that can’t be right. Good for him, though I’m still waiting for 
the galaxy brain takes to bring American Mangiapane on to Team USA. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 12-8-0 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 15 

What should this team be thankful for? Pretty soon, it’ll be the Sabres’ 
obsession with Peyton Krebs. For the time being, it’s Robin Lehner. It’s a 
little easier to weather early injury disasters when the goalie is throwing 
up an 8.78 goals saved above expected. That’s seventh in the league. If 
— when — Vegas is operating at full capacity, they’ll have Lehner to 
thank. 

Dom: After digging an early-season hole in terms of expected goals 
percentage Vegas has started to turn things around with a healthier 
team. The Golden Knights aren’t at full strength yet, but they’ve now 
gone three straight games outchancing opponents and their last effort 
against Nashville might have been the best of the season. No 
coincidence that Max Pacioretty returned for that and with Jonathan 
Marchessault on track to come back this weekend Vegas is starting to 
look like Vegas again. Top 10 next week? Maybe. 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 10-7-2 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

What should this team be thankful for? The first 14 days of the season. 

Dom: Since winning five straight to start the season the Blues are 5-7-2. 
Hmm. 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 9-6-4 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 13 
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What should this team be thankful for? That Mark Scheifele didn’t decide 
to “Jake Evans” Jake Guentzel a couple days ago. 

SCHEIFELE CHANGED UP HIS TACTICS 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/MZU9UYPA1E 

— SEAN   (@HABS_76_) NOVEMBER 23, 2021 

Dom: Good on Scheifele for learning his lesson. Bad on Scheifele for 
whatever this start to the season is. Seven points in 13 games, but at 
least his five-on-five numbers are okay. It’s like he can’t do both things at 
the same time. The Jets could really use some of his production right 
about now as they’ve now lost four straight. 

16. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 11-6-0 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

What should this team be thankful for? That they got their due in The 
Rankings before the wheels could fall off. That one actually goes for the 
Blues, as well. No greater privilege. 

Dom: The best way to predict a slide down the standings is the moment 
Sean and I give in and say “fine, here’s a spot in the power rankings 
that’ll probably be too high when all is said and done, but is fine for now.” 
Who knows how long this will last, but hey it’s fun for now  — especially 
as a vehicle for a spicy “was losing Seth Jones addition by subtraction?” 
take. 

17. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 10-7-3 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

What should this team be thankful for? Troy Terry’s exciting 16-game 
point streak making the team worth paying attention to for a couple of 
months before reverting back to a team no one cares about. 

Dom: Remember literally a blurb above where I mentioned we’re the 
biggest mush around, finally giving a team credit before the inevitable 
backslide? That’s three straight losses now for the Ducks and two games 
without a point for Terry. Maybe they stay competitive for a bit longer, but 
I’m not buying this team having a top-five power play all year round. 
Sean might, he loves the Ducks more than anything, but thankfully he’s 
not here right now. 

18. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 8-5-4 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

What should this team be thankful for? Martin Brodeur’s design skills. 
Let’s debate the Jersey jersey for a few more days. Bizarre discourse. 
Bizarre! 

CANADA, USA, AND MARTIN BRODEUR ALL FIGHTING TO SEE 
WHO CAN DESIGN THE WORST JERSEY OF ALL 
TIMEPIC.TWITTER.COM/BHURIFWIOP 

— AVA (@AVATARRANT) NOVEMBER 24, 2021 

Also, Jack Hughes is skating. 

Dom: There’s no debate. It sucks. Here’s a significant improvement. 

HEY @NJDEVILS, HOW WAS THIS SO HARD? IF YOU'RE MAKING A 
DEVILS JERSEY, MAKE IT TIE INTO THE TEAM IN SOME FUCKING 
WAY AT LEAST. THIS WAS ALL YOU NEEDED TO CHANGE TO 
MAKE IT WORK. I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW IT TOOK 3 YEARS TO 
PUT THE WORD "JERSEY" ON A JERSEY. UNREAL. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/BZHRKFEF1X 

— JUSTIN AKA WADE KRUEGER (@WADEKRUEGER1) NOVEMBER 
23, 2021 

It shouldn’t be this hard to make a nice jersey and all the Devils really 
had to do was invert the colours. This was a lay-up but they handled it 
the way Sean would handle, well, a lay-up. I’ve never seen him play 
basketball, that’s just an assumption that he can refute while in a 
delirious turkey coma. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Record: 10-8-1 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

What should this team be thankful for? John Hynes’s realization that he 
can play his best forwards more than 16 minutes per night. And the 
realization of who those forwards are. 

Dom: Matt Duchene played under 16 minutes last season, a career low. 
This season he’s back up closer to 20 minutes and thriving, looking like 
Nashville’s best player on a nightly basis. He may not have earned more 
minutes last season, but that becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy for a 
player who thrives off confidence and rhythm to his game. 

Duchene’s big ice-time bump is a great microcosm on the issue with 
focusing on results over process. In each of his three seasons in 
Nashville, his expected goals percentage has been very good, almost 
equally so. It’s better this year no doubt, but not by a substantial margin. 
The difference between this year and last? The bounces, with Duchene 
being on the ice for 54 percent of the goals rather than 41 percent. That’s 
bad luck more than anything and it’s good to see Duchene back on track 
and getting the minutes he deserves. 

20. Dallas Stars 

Record: 8-7-2 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 21 

What should this team be thankful for? That Roope Hintz managed to not 
shoot three percent for an entire season. He’s got six goals in his last six 
games. If that course correction helps delay the inevitable in Dallas, it’d 
be a bit of a pyrrhic victory, but whatever. Gotta figure Stars fans would 
rather he be productive than not. 

Dom: This team is in the Predators tier of “too good to be bad, too bad to 
be good.” It’s likely not going to lead to a deep playoff run, but the 
promise of one is still in the back of a lot of people’s minds after 
surprising runs for both teams in years past. 

There are pieces here, but not much in the way of elite talent like some of 
the top 10 teams have. Personally, I think both teams should formally 
petition towards creating a Frankenstein team that could actually be a 
contender and share the inevitable Stanley Cup they win. I mean, who’s 
stopping this much depth? 

Frankenstein team (forwards) 

LEFT WING CENTER RIGHT WING 
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Jason Robertson 

Roope Hintz 

Joe Pavelski 

Filip Forsberg 

Mikael Granlund 

Matt Duchene 

Jamie Benn 

Tyler Seguin 

Alex Radulov 

Denis Gurianov 

Ryan Johansen 

Eeli Tolvanen 

Defense and goalie 

LEFT DEFENSE RIGHT DEFENSE GOALIE 

Roman Josi 

Miro Heiskanen 

Juuse Saros 

Mattias Ekholm 

John Klingberg 

Braden Holtby 

Ryan Suter 

Esa Lindell 

A boy can dream, but, for now, both these clubs are merely two halves of 
a whole (contender). 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 8-6-4 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 19 

What should this team be thankful for? That their current stretch of 
games — losses to the Lightning and Panthers, then games against the 
Hurricanes, Devils, Islanders, Rangers, Lightning and Avs — will end. At 
some point. Probably. Not much for Flyers fans to do but hope the good 
version of Carter Hart keeps showing up and cross their fingers. 

Dom: The supposedly deep Flyers have just five forwards scoring more 
than half a point-per-game and no one actually above that threshold. Or 
even close to it for that matter. What’s up with Joel Farabee, James van 
Riemsdyk, Scott Laughton, and Oskar Lindblom so far? That quartet 
needs to step up because this is not a team that wins off the ability of 
their best players. Those guys don’t match up to the McDavid’s and 
Matthews’s of the world — so when the depth isn’t working, the team 
looks like this. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 10-8-1 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

What should this team be thankful for? The time machine Logan Couture 
and Erik Karlsson built during the summer. 

Dom: Karlsson has 10 points in 13 games with a 58 percent expected 
goals rate. Couture has 16 points in 18 games with a 51 percent 
expected goals rate. That duo is helping to lead the team’s shocking 
resurgence, looking like the last two years didn’t happen. Here’s hoping 
they can keep it up as this Sharks group deserves one more kick at the 
can. 

Brock Nelson (Tom Horak / USA TODAY) 

23. New York Islanders 

Record: 5-9-2 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

What should this team be thankful for? All the disrespect we’re about to 
bestow upon them because it’s the only time the team ever delivers. 

Dom: I don’t hate this team. I don’t. It’s been fun sparring with fans over 
the past few years who begged anyone that would listen that this team is 
special. And for a while there they really did look the part, especially over 
the last two playoffs. It’s been fun, and hell it’s not over yet! There’s still a 
lot of season left and as I mentioned in 16 Stats I don’t think it’s time to 
bury the team yet. 

But as for where they are now? Well, it’s bad friends. And so it’s with a 
heavy heart that I must say the following: 

*clears throat* 

ahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhahahaahhahahaahhahahahahaha
hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha
hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha
hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha
hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahah 

God that felt good. 

Is that unprofessional? I don’t care, this is a power rankings post. I’m 
allowed to be as unhinged as I want to be, especially with the old man 
out visiting his home planet. 

24. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 8-8-3 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 23 

What should this team be thankful for? Their new third jerseys, instantly 
one of the league’s best and beautiful enough to distract people from 
their current five-game losing streak. 

Dom: The underlying numbers looked good for a bit, but reality sets in at 
some point for every over-achieving team and without many young 
players taking a big leap it’s hard to get too excited about the Kings this 
season. A lot of their play was papered over by strong goaltending, but 
the clock may be striking midnight there on Jonathan Quick’s 
renaissance seasons. I mean, he allowed six goals to the Leafs, one of 
the worst offensive teams this season. How embarrassing. 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 9-9-3 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 24 
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Sean rank: 26 

What should this team be thankful for? Lucas Raymond and Moritz 
Seider look like draft-day steals to numb the pain of their low lottery luck. 

Dom: I don’t know if the Red Wings have enough depth to really take a 
leap, but the emergence of Raymond and Seider to start the season 
means the team is a lot closer than they appeared to be before the 
season. Their underlying numbers are slightly above average, the 
goaltending is good enough to steal games and they have one of most 
electrifying top lines in the league. Add a true number one defender to 
the mix as Seider is working his way towards and a path forward starts 
looking a lot clearer for Detroit. It may not be much, but compared to 
other rebuilds around the league that are struggling to get off the ground 
it looks very promising. The 2017-18 Avalanche and 2016-17 Leafs are 
the blueprint here and while Detroit may be a bit off from that, even being 
in the same breath is a step in the right direction. 

26. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 6-12-1 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

What should this team be thankful for? The absolute heater Philipp 
Grubauer is about to go on. 

Dom: Grubauer put on a clinic on Wednesday night against Carolina after 
putting on a terrific performance against Washington on Monday night. 
He started the season ice cold, but he has the potential to get red hot 
and has shown that exact pattern the last time he was acclimating with a 
new team. It may be too little too late, but the Kraken might be able to 
make things interesting after all if Grubauer looks like he did Wednesday 
and less as he did for the first six weeks of the season. 

After all, this is a Dave Hakstol coached team and who could forget the 
2017-18 Flyers season under his tutelage where the team lost 10 straight 
games at one point and still found a way to make the playoffs. Maybe 
Seattle can recreate that magic. Probably not, but maybe! 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 6-11-2 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

What should this team be thankful for? Marc-Andre Fleury has a .955 
save percentage in five games since Derek King took over for Jeremy 
Colliton. Another month or two of that, and they’ll be right back in the 
wild-card picture. 

Dom: Jonathan Toews has zero goals in 19 games and is still somehow 
the sixth most valuable skater on the Blackhawks. At 0.09 wins. There 
are 19 others playing below replacement level hockey. On the one hand 
that’ll regress at some point. On the other hand, I hope it doesn’t. This 
franchise needs to suffer. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 7-10-2 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

What should this team be thankful for? That the usual early season 
surprise is over and they’re back to playing the hits with an epic losing 

skid. No one wants Rebuild 2.0 to start with an 11th overall pick for an 
obviously bad team that needs a new core to build around. 

Dom: Good for Tage Thompson — a relic from Rebuild 1.0 — for really 
finding his game this season, but he’s not going to be The Guy or even A 
Guy on any team worth its salt. Buffalo is still so, so, so, so, so far away 
and it feels like things are about to get really ugly over there. It’s not too 
late for the Sabres to get back into the thick of the greatest tank battle 
with Arizona, especially now that the latter is winning. 

29. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 5-14-2 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank:  29 

Sean rank: 29 

What should this team be thankful for? Christian Dvorak being just as 
good as Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Dom: The joke here is that they’ve both been awful. A lot of Habs fans, 
who definitely didn’t watch any Arizona games last season, were over the 
moon with the Dvorak acquisition when it happened. His nine points in 21 
games isn’t bad, but his five-on-five numbers sure are. His 41 percent 
expected goals rate is among the worst on the team and he’s been 
outscored 17-9 in the process. Yikes. Maybe if all the people screaming 
“watch the games” actually watched Coyotes games they might’ve known 
not to expect as much as they hoped. 

Thatcher Demko (Bob Frid / USA TODAY) 

30. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 6-12-2 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

What should this team be thankful for? Nothing. 

Dom: At this point, I just feel bad. There isn’t much left to add to that — 
just end this franchise’s misery already and find someone else to steer 
this rudderless ship. 

31. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 4-12-1 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 32 

What should this team be thankful for? The Costco by Canadian Tire 
Centre. How convenient! 

Dom: Not sure if Ottawa can find what it needs to turn into an actually 
good team at Costco, but a bulk pack of snacks should at least numb the 
current pain. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 4-14-2 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 31 

What should this team be thankful for? The second-round pick they 
received just to take Shayne Gostisbehere and his 15 points in 20 games 
off the Flyers’ hands. 
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Dom: Things they should not be thankful for: Scott Wedgewood and his 
.934 save percentage momentarily ruining the tank. I have to assume 
he’s an industry plant to make sure the Coyotes don’t actually lose every 
game like they were on track for. 
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The Athletic / Jackie Redmond, 20 Questions: On speaking up, Koho 
sticks, ESPN vs. TNT shinny and more 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Nov 26, 2021  

 

From a screen in the United States, Jackie Redmond was walking 
through memories of her hometown, London, Ont., and an old rink known 
as the Ice House. She was a figure skater there for a while, but that was 
not its primary claim to fame: “Johnny Cash actually proposed to June 
Carter Cash there.” 

She paused and smiled: “Check it, but I’m pretty sure.” 

The proposal took place during a performance in 1968, but by the time it 
was recreated in 2005 for the film “Walk the Line,” the Ice House had 
already closed for hockey. It was repurposed, and is now home to an 
indoor cycling venue. 

Redmond has also changed arenas. Ten years ago this month, she 
emerged as the winner of a Canadian reality show — “Drafted: The 
Search for Canada’s Next Sportscaster” — that landed her a start with 
The Score Television Network. 

She worked behind the scenes and on the air, and then on Sportsnet, 
and then moved again. Today, she works for three different networks in 
the U.S.: NHL Network, TNT and with WWE. 

The 34-year-old lives in Montclair, N.J. and took time out of her busy 
schedule to field 20 Questions from The Athletic, talking about old 
hockey sticks, speaking up and plans for a book. 

(This interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

1. Where can I find a good Koho MVP 66 in London, Ont.? 

(Redmond laughs) That’s a great question. Pete’s Sports, maybe? I have 
no idea. It’s my street cred, right? People, all the time, as a female in 
sports, it’s like, ‘Did you even play sports?’ And it’s like, yeah, I have all 
the embarrassing photos, playing baseball and hockey and basketball. 
Some of my best memories were playing hockey as a kid. 

2. What realities of life with a wooden stick might the kids today not 
understand? 

Oh god. Well, if you break it, your parents are upset. I did not grow up 
with a lot of money. My sister played hockey first, and she played with 
boys. I figure skated. It was a lot cheaper to figure skate than it was to 
play hockey in the early going. When I switched, I actually remember 
having a conversation with my parents: ‘OK, are you sure you really want 
to play? Because we have to go buy you all the equipment.’ It wasn’t 
easy to put two kids through hockey … We also had a dog. So you had 
to keep your sticks away from the dog, otherwise they would get chewed. 

3. Give me the scouting report on Jackie Redmond, left-handed shot. 

You know what? My shot was alright. I was a terrible stickhandler. Like, 
could not stickhandle for shit. I was really bad. My strongest skill was 
skating. I was a really good skater. And because of that, I was a decent 
hockey player. I understood the game and I could skate. I was usually 
the fastest person on my team until I was about 15 or 16. I was more of a 
playmaker than a goal scorer, we’ll say that. 

4. I have $5 to spend at a 1990s London arena snack bar: Build me the 
perfect meal. 

Oh my god, it’s not even going to be a meal. It’s going to be some sort of 
hot chocolate/French vanilla drink. I spent a lot of time as a kid watching 
my sister play hockey, because she traveled and my parents didn’t want 
to leave me at home. My mom traveled a lot, so it was always me, my 
sister and my dad. I was very canteen-obsessed as a kid. I always hit up 
the 25-cent candy machines. They’re probably a dollar now. I would get 
the chews. They were pink and blue round pieces of gum. I would always 
ask my dad for quarters so I could get three or four of those. I would just 
keep adding to the gum throughout the course of watching my sister’s 
game. 

5. You were born in Halifax but raised in London: Which city gives me the 
best starting six? 

Right now, Halifax. It’s Nova Scotia. Nathan MacKinnon. Sidney Crosby. 
Brad Marchand. How do you even beat that right now? I’ve got to go 
Nova Scotia. Bluenoser for life. 

6. What differences might there be in broadcasting hockey to audiences 
in the U.S. and Canada? 

That’s a great question. The obvious answer is that we focus more on the 
American teams here than the Canadian ones. So for me, as someone 
who was born and raised a Leafs fan — and started her career in 
Toronto — I go out of my way to keep up with the commentary around 
the Leafs. I have to choose to go to certain podcasts and certain radio 
shows in podcast form. In terms of broadcasting the sport, some of the 
terminology is very different. I always knew it as a ‘dressing room.’ Here, 
a lot of people say ‘locker room.’ Little weird things like that. 

7. How aware do you have to be of your Canadian accent while on TV in 
the U.S.? 

Apparently, I’ve lost it. I’m in this weird space. The first year I worked 
here, the producer I worked with — who’s become a great friend of mine 
— didn’t even call me by name. He would just be like ‘Sorry.’ When I’m 
here I get made fun of for my Canadian-sounding words. When I go 
home and I’m with my family, I get made fun of for sounding American. 
So I belong to nobody now. I’m on this weird island. 

8. I work in the studio at The Score a decade ago in Toronto: How am I 
filling one hour of my week, every week? 

With me, doing 60-second updates that never see the light of day. I took 
some free time from a lot of people back then. I have to say, Greg 
Sansone, who is still an executive with Sportsnet, was a real mentor to 
me. As you get older, I feel like I’m still confident, and I can still go after 
things. But back then, I was not afraid to walk into Greg Sansone’s office 
and be like: ‘I want to use the studio. Can I practise down there?’ This 
was a few months into my time at The Score. 

9. How many colleagues have you met who have gone so far as to host 
regular imaginary broadcasts? 

(Redmond laughs) I don’t know. I don’t ask people that question. But I 
hope I’m not the only one who did fake shows in their kitchen, 
legitimately reading off a fake website teleprompter. That would have 
been 2010 or 2011. But it paid off, because I had no experience, and 
then I went on a reality show. The kitchen shows paid off. They were 
huge. 

10. What feedback would you give on those broadcasts now, more than 
a decade into your career? 

Stop blinking so much. I blinked a lot, man. Like, a lot. I counted one 
time, and it was just obscene. 

11. What was the reaction you got to the segment on NHL Network about 
Kyle Beach and the problems underpinning organizational culture in 
Chicago? 
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I would say the reaction was — positive is not the right word, because it’s 
not a positive subject — but I think I got a lot of people who felt I said 
what they felt, and sort of echoed their frustration. And I think that’s why it 
resonated with a lot of people. That week was probably one of the 
heaviest weeks of my career covering sports. And it just started weighing 
on me so much that I was like, ‘If it feels this heavy for me, how heavy 
has the last decade been for Kyle Beach and John Doe 2?’ 

ON TOEWS: 

IT’S NOT ABOUT HOW BOWMAN TREATED YOU. IT’S ABOUT HOW 
BOWMAN (AND OTHERS) TREATED KYLE BEACH. YOU DON’T GET 
TO MINIMIZE HIS EXPERIENCE IN ANY WAY JUST BECAUSE 
YOURS WAS DIFFERENT. 

I’M SORRY NOBODY SPOKE UP FOR YOU BACK THEN, KYLE. 

BUT WE’RE SPEAKING UP FOR YOU NOW. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/OWN5PRAEJ6 

— JACKIE REDMOND (@JACKIE_REDMOND) OCTOBER 29, 2021 

12. Absolutely. 

In the moment, I just got really upset about it. I was nervous to put it on 
social media, because I wasn’t sure how it would be received. I didn’t 
want it to come across as not genuine, you know what I mean? I battled 
with that for a little bit. Then I was, ‘I think this needs to be said, and I 
want people to know that someone is saying it, that someone is saying 
things that need to be said.’ I do think there was a certain section of 
hockey fans who thought I was trying to attack Jonathan Toews and 
Patrick Kane. And I wasn’t trying to attack them. I was trying to use them 
as an example of how we don’t fully understand the subject matter and 
how we talk about (how) sexual abuse impacts the victims, and how 
victims are often silenced, and are often secondary to whatever our 
relationship is with the people who turned a blind eye to what they went 
through. 

13. How much might you have written down beforehand, and how much 
came from in that moment? 

A lot came from in that moment. But I definitely made a note that I 
wanted to emphasize that when it comes to sexual abuse, or 
mistreatment of people for any reason, our relationships with the 
perpetrators of that abuse, or the people who enabled it or didn’t do 
something about it, it isn’t the priority. The priority is the victim. I knew 
that I wanted to make a point about not silencing Kyle Beach, and not 
making his experience secondary to the experience of Jonathan Toews 
or Patrick Kane or Jeremy Colliton, and how they knew Stan Bowman. 

14. What was the mood on set after the segment? 

It was heavy. It was emotional. To be totally honest, the first thing I asked 
the producer was, ‘Is it OK that I just did that?’ That is not an indictment 
of NHL Network, it’s just that it’s a hard topic. I work for the league. I’m 
on the league network. And I kind of just said exactly how I felt. 
Afterward, there was a little fear about that. But I had a lot of support 
from E.J. Hradek — who is probably one of the best humans I’ve ever 
worked with — and the producers, too. They basically said, ‘I think you’re 
saying what needs to be said. I think it’s powerful that it’s on NHL 
Network.’ Total transparency: I was scared after, that maybe I went too 
far, or maybe I’m not the right person to be saying this. Like, who am I? 
But I got a lot of support from the producers, from my boss, that we have 
to cover it and we have to cover it right. 

15. Has there been any reaction from the league in the month since? 

No. Nothing. 

16. You have spent a lifetime around hockey: Where does change need 
to start? 

What a big question. I wish I knew the right answer for that. I think it 
needs to start with people who have platforms saying the right things. But 
I think it’s about more than conversations, obviously. It’s about action. It’s 

about making sure that hockey is a safe space — and a welcoming 
space — for anyone and everyone. I can go on TV and say that, but 
that’s not going to change anything. I think it’s about the league, and 
different people associated with the league, putting time and money into 
programs that make hockey a more accessible sport. A safe sport for 
everyone. 

17. You have said you want to write a book: Do you have a title? 

I do. I’ll tell you what it is, and then just hope no one steals it. It’s ‘Diary of 
a Female Sportscaster,’ and it would just be a collection of my 
experiences and my stories. Good, bad, hilarious, ugly. All wrapped up 
into one. I don’t know when I’m going to do it, but I’ve had that thought for 
a long time, and it’s something I think would be really fun to do. 

18. Who wins the pick-up game between the new hockey crews at ESPN 
and TNT? 

(Redmond laughs) I have to go with TNT, because that’s my team. And 
we have the greatest player. We have Wayne Gretzky. That gives us an 
immediate advantage. (Darren Pang) between the pipes. I think we can, 
as a team, try to keep the shots to the outside, try to limit traffic in front. 
Protect our boy, you know? 

19. Who’s on your line? 

I’m not on Gretzky’s line. I’m probably with Paul (Bissonnette). I’m barely 
touching the ice. Me and Biz. Benchwarmers. And every now and then, 
when we need an emotional surge or something, me and Biz can go out 
there and have a nice energy shift. 

20. Complete the following sentence: “By the time I’m done …” 

By the time I’m done, I hope that I’ve covered an Olympics. And I hope 
that I can look back and say that, for better or worse, the one thing I did 
my entire career was stay true to Jackie Redmond, and that I never, ever 
strayed from that. That I was just myself. 
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The Athletic / Into the Goalieverse: How virtual reality could change the 
future of the goaltender training 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Nov 26, 2021 

 

WOBURN, Mass. — The goalies of tomorrow will have healthier hips. 
They will be more inclined to stay on their feet instead of dropping into 
the butterfly to stop a puck. They will be in better command of box 
control, the technique that encourages more efficient movements to stop 
pucks. Through increased repetitions, they will be sharper at reading 
shooter releases and reacting to net-front tips. They will be freer of mind 
after poor performances. 

All of these enhancements assume adoption of virtual reality training. 
Brian Daccord believes it is inevitable.  

Daccord, among other titles, is the director of goaltending for Sense 
Arena, a Czech Republic-based company specializing in VR. Daccord 
cites Facebook and its sprint toward the metaverse. According to The 
Information, approximately 10,000 Facebook employees, nearly one-fifth 
of its workforce, work on virtual reality. To Daccord, it signals the 
certainty of VR’s future acceptance into everyday life.  

Hence the coming Goalieverse. 

Sense Arena’s platform is the Oculus Quest 2. At the cost of $899, 
goalies can purchase a headset and two controllers — one for the glove, 
the other for the blocker — loaded with Sense Arena’s software. For 
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existing Oculus owners, Sense Arena offers a $99 monthly user license. 
Jonathan Quick and Philipp Grubauer are two NHL goalies currently 
using the system. 

“It’s the comfort of knowing you can put the headset on at any time and 
catch some pucks,” said Daccord after demonstrating the system at the 
headquarters of Stop It Goaltending, his goalie training program. 
“Because anxiety is such a big part of the goalie’s world. I don’t know 
how much people who aren’t goalies understand the mental part of the 
game. There’s such an anxiety that goes along with it. Pregame anxiety 
is one of the worst. You can, at anytime, put your headset on and feel the 
puck. I think that’s probably the biggest thing for a goaltender.” 

Once you put the headset on, your eyes control a red dot that acts like a 
laser pointer. By maneuvering the dot, you can launch any kind of 
preloaded drill: shots from the point, tips from in front, one-timers off 
passes that cross the center line.  

Bots that look like pylons on wheels take the shots. There is also a 
function where real-life shooters, filmed in action, put shots on goal. 

With a controller in each hand, you catch pucks or steer them aside with 
your blocker. The better you read the release and track the puck, the 
better your odds of making the save will be. After each drill, a stat board 
appears showing your save percentage. You can also run a replay from 
the shooter’s perspective to see how you made each save and where 
each goal went in. 

All of the puckstopping is via glove and blocker. Pads are not involved. 
That is the point.  

The way the position is played, hip deterioration is just about guaranteed 
over time. By Daccord’s estimation, which he acknowledges is 
conservative, a goalie drops into the butterfly approximately 10,000 times 
in practice over a season. 

“It makes no sense to go down 120 times in practice,” said Daccord, his 
estimate for an 80-minute session. “You should go down with intention. If 
you go down into the butterfly, you should do it for real. You shouldn’t do 
it just to do it over and over again. The body’s not supposed to do that.” 

If, for example, a goalie opts for a VR session instead of a morning skate, 
it could save his body wear and tear. It also reinforces the habit that 
goaltending coaches are teaching their charges: Stay on your feet. 

“Every time you don’t go down, you’re breaking that default drop as soon 
as the guy’s about to shoot,” Daccord said. “That’s how you learn how to 
read and react to a shot. You’re breaking that muscle memory. Also, 
everybody’s going high. Defensemen are going high. Now it makes even 
more sense to hold your feet.” 

The feature that caught my attention was box control. This is the concept 
that the puck must travel through an imaginary box before reaching the 
net. A goalie’s job is to occupy the box and prevent the puck from 
passing through. This requires being square to the puck, having the right 
depth in the crease and using active hands.  

Sense Arena’s box control feature allows you to see the launch angle of 
the puck within a gray outline. It reminds you to make the save within the 
box, not in the net behind you. In other words, it trains you to make saves 
with small movements instead of sweeping ones. 

“Your blocker is moving entirely differently from before,” Daccord told me 
after I tried the box control option. “You’re moving less and moving out 
more.” 

Next summer, Sense Arena plans to film NHL shooters and incorporate 
them into the platform. Video coaches will also be able to use their 
headsets with game clips. So by the 2022-23 season, a goalie could, in 
theory, pull on an Oculus and face the Bruins’ No. 1 power-play unit. It 
would be an immersive experience compared to a traditional video 
prescout. 

All of this will be possible in whatever setting you want: at home, at 
school, in your hotel room, in shorts and a T-shirt. Ice is not needed. 
Equipment can stay in the bag. There is no need to corral shooters.  

“This allows them to keep getting those reps without going on the ice, 
without putting all your gear on and going to the rink to take shots,” 
Daccord said. “You can control this at your own home on your own time. 
If the game doesn’t go well, you have the ability to cleanse it. Now, 
instead of waiting 48 hours until your next practice, you cleanse. As a 
goalie, it just sits there. You give up a goal, it just sits there. It gnaws at 
you. But now you have the ability to say, ‘OK, I’m going to get a sweat. 
I’m going to take 30 tip shots.’ All of a sudden, you cleanse it and you 
feel better.” 

Shooters beware. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Team Canada GM Doug Armstrong talks 
narrowing list of players and goaltending uncertainty 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Nov 26, 2021  

 

A dark day on the NHL calendar was perfect timing for Team Canada to 
have one of its most important calls to date in its Olympic planning 
process. 

GM Doug Armstrong and the rest of his management team were joined 
by head coach Jon Cooper and the rest of his coaching staff Thursday as 
the group deliberated roster decisions ahead of naming the 25-man 
roster in January. 

That’s if, of course, the NHL participating in the Olympics remains a go. 
We’ll know by the Jan. 10 deadline for the NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association to opt out. 

Until further notice, Armstrong and his staff continue to try to trim down 
the long list of players from October (50-plus) with the hope of having it in 
the mid-30s by mid-December. 

Armstrong, along with Cooper and his coaching staff, discussed the 
roster Thursday for the first time since they last met up in September. 

“Bringing everyone up to speed and where we are in the process,’’ 
Armstrong told The Athletic on Thursday explaining why the coaches 
were invited onto the call. 

“When you have that long list, you always do your ghost rosters and the 
locks seem to be the locks for most of the year. Maybe one or two guys 
slip off but then they play their way back on. But what we’ve done is 
instead of adding players to the team, we’re removing people from the 
long list that just aren’t going to make the team because we have enough 
players in that area or for whatever reason. 

“So now, we’re trying to get that list down to mid-30s so we can spend 
the last 4-6 weeks really honing in. And I think it’s important to have the 
coaches’ input now because they have to feel comfortable with our vision 
of the roster to how they want to implement players.’’ 

Cooper and the assistant coaches (Barry Trotz, Bruce Cassidy and Peter 
DeBoer) can help the management staff when it comes to feeling 
comfortable with certain players playing specific roles on the team. 

“We could do the work up to today,’’ said Armstrong. “Today we just 
wanted to inform them of where we’re at and get some insight on how 
they’re going to deploy people on the penalty kill, power play, who we 
see filling certain roles and make sure they’re on the same page. And 
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also, they watch the games and coach against these guys so their input 
is always valuable.’’ 

It is similar to how former Team Canada GM Steve Yzerman brought in 
the coaching staff led by Mike Babcock for their input toward the later 
stages of the roster-selection process for the 2010 and 2014 Olympics. 
Armstrong was part of both those management staffs under Yzerman so 
he’s incorporated some of that into his approach. 

And there are lessons learned from 2010 and 2014 that Armstrong can 
lean on now. Including the memory of Yzerman being criticized by some 
even after both his teams won Olympic gold in 2010 and 2014 because 
he didn’t take certain players. Even winning gold doesn’t guarantee 
ending any roster debate in our hockey-crazy country. 

“The white noise can’t overtake what we’re doing,’’ Armstrong said. 
“You’re doing everything you can do with the Hockey Canada/Team 
Canada hat on. And personal relationships and personal biases have to 
go out the window for everyone involved. Also, you have to continually 
reinforce that you’re building a team that can compete in an NHL-style 
game, not a team that can compete in an All-Star Game. 

“There’s going to be body checking, there’s going to be tight, defensive 
play. There’s going to be things that you want to make sure you have 
players that can close games out, that can kill penalties, that can do all 
the things that make you successful. 

“So, it’s not just taking the top eight scoring defencemen, the top eight 
scoring forwards, and saying ok, ‘They’ll figure it out.’ You need a team. I 
think that’s what Steve (Yzerman) and Hockey Canada have done for a 
number of events, is to make sure you try to check off all the boxes that 
make you a good team.’’ 

And Armstrong hasn’t been shy to pick Yzerman’s brain from time to 
time. 

“Steve brought me on in 2008 to work on his staff for the (IIHF) world 
championships in Russia and then the Olympics, so my point is we’ve 
been good friends for a number of years,’’ Armstrong said. “So yeah, I 
bend his ear whenever necessary. But he and I talk quite a bit anyway, 
so it’s just a natural progression to get his opinion on things.’’ 

Yzerman probably felt a little more secure in his goaltending situation 
ahead of 2010 (Martin Brodeur, Roberto Luongo) and 2014 (Carey Price, 
Roberto Luongo) than Armstrong does right now. 

We know the six goalies Team Canada put on its official long list in 
October were Price, Marc-Andre Fleury, Jordan Binnington, Darcy 
Kuemper, Carter Hart and MacKenzie Blackwood. 

Fleury started off slow but has found his game, Binnington started off 
strong but his play dipped a bit over the last few weeks, Kuemper is still 
trying to find more consistency, Hart has mostly been solid, Blackwood 
has only played seven games after waiting a while to get vaccinated and 
delaying his season, and of course, Price hasn’t played yet. 

Overall, it’s the not rock-solid picture Canada is used to in goal heading 
into a best-on-best event. 

“I would say it’s fluid,’’ Armstrong said. “All the guys on the list have 
played some spectacular games and also played, you know, some 
games that were more normal. I think Hockey Canada has had one or 
two goalies that were in the top 5 in the league year in and year out for a 
couple of decades or longer. 

“Right now, yeah, it’s a situation where we’re certainly not as concrete in 
my opinion as Russia would be, for example. There’s certain countries 
that are very concrete in their goaltending, and we’re not one of them.’’ 

All of which is why I personally believe Price, even at 80 percent with just 
a handful of games under his belt, will be picked by Team Canada just 
based on his clutch performance track record, and well, what he just did 
in the playoffs last summer. But it remains to be seen when exactly Price 
will return and how he’s going to feel about things. 

By now, I assume Armstrong has reached out to Price to feel him out. 

“I’m going to leave any of those conversations we may or may not have 
had with Carey private,’’ Armstrong said. “There’s bigger things than 
hockey right now for Carey.’’ 

Of concern as well, like anybody involved running an Olympic team, is 
having players at the Vegas all-star before weekend hopping on a plane 
to China, as I chronicled earlier this week. 

“As part of Team Canada management, you just trust that the NHL and 
the NHLPA are going to do everything possible to make sure that the 
Olympics go off — and I think they’ve done a good job to date,’’ 
Armstrong said. 

“And we just hope and we’re 100 percent comfortable they understand 
the importance of this event to the players and will do whatever is 
necessary to make sure everybody gets on that plane happy and healthy 
and gets them home healthy and happy.’’ 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' impressive performance does little to change 
their bleak environment 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

After players Conor Garland and Tyler Motte trudged away from the 
Zoom room following yet another loss for the Vancouver Canucks, there 
was a slight delay before Travis Green appeared as the final guest in the 
post-game media conference. 

Normally, the delay would have been nothing. But under these dire 
circumstances, in which it feels any game could be his last as the 
National Hockey League team’s coach, it was natural to wonder if Green 
would appear. Or was he already heading for the arena exit in Columbus, 
looking for a cab while the Canucks headed to the airport and Sunday’s 
game in Boston? 

Green did show up. On Friday, so did his team. 

But the Canucks’ performance against the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
impressive in every way for Vancouver except the 4-2 score, did little to 
change the desperately bleak environment around a team that is now, 
incredibly, 6-13-2. 

Yes, the players showed how much they care, dramatically outplaying 
the strong Blue Jackets through two periods and outshooting them 41-21 
overall. 

That display of will was important coming off another disillusioning loss 
on Wednesday — 4-1 against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

But Friday didn’t change anything. The Canucks lost in regulation for the 
seventh time in eight games, lost more distance in the standings, lost 
more hope in what was supposed to be a playoff race for them this 
season. And isn’t effort and combativeness and determination the least 
anyone should expect from the Canucks? 

They delivered that again Friday, but nothing more. 

“They played a helluva game,” Green said of his team. “I feel bad for our 
group tonight. That was one of our better games of the year. “Our details 
were sharp. I give our group a lot of credit; they played a strong game 
and they're going to have to bounce back. It's tough to lose when you 
play well, especially when things are going the way they are.” 

The way they are. 
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Since opening the season with a solid 3-2-1 road trip, the Canucks have 
lost 12 of their last 15 games. They’ve lost five straight on the road and 
been outscored 27-9. They’ve scored two or fewer goals in 11 of the last 
15 games, and more than four goals only once. And the Vancouver 
power play, which surrendered a key shorthanded goal Friday to Gustav 
Nyquist on a turnover by Tanner Pearson, has been blanked in 12 of 14 
games. 

But they did badly outshoot Columbus while losing 4-2, just like they 
badly outshot the Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday while losing 1-0. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Nyquist capitalizes on Canucks giveaway and scores on breakaway 

Green said then that he would take that game (but not the score) from his 
team every night if the Canucks could offer it, and if they did they’d 
probably win “eight or nine” times out of 10. 

It must be eight, because the Canucks are 0-2 this week when 
dominating the shot clock. 

“It's hard,” Motte said. “There's no way around it. The only way is 
through. No one's going to feel sorry for us. No one's going to help us 
out. Guys in that room have got to figure it out. We've got to find a way to 
get better and win hockey games. Like I said, that's the bottom line. 

“We played some good hockey at times. They capitalized on their 
opportunities more than we did. The bottom line, you've got to win 
games. That's just the bottom line.” 

Motte’s deflection tied the game 2-2 late in the second period before Jack 
Roslovic won it for Columbus with a shot from distance through traffic 
that Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko never saw at 6:06 of the third 
period. 

Blue Jacket goalie Elvis Merzlikins made 39 saves, including a stop 
against Garland on a partial breakaway in the third period. He also 
benefited from some errant shooting, like when Brock Boeser and Bo 
Horvat missed the target from excellent positions late in regulation time. 

Remaining Time -1:17 

Green shuts down noise surrounding Horvat, Miller feud 

After games like this and the one against Chicago, after 13 losses in the 
first quarter of the season, how does Green keep his team believing? 

“You worry about it, for sure,” the coach said. “This is an easier game to 
have them believe and not get too down; they know they played a good 
hockey game tonight. I thought throughout our lineup that everyone was 
buying in to play the right way. We had a lot of good energy on the 
bench. They're going to be disappointed, though, for sure. I don't blame 
them.” 

The belief of the coach has never been in doubt. If Friday turns out to be 
Green’s final night in charge after four-and-a-half years as coach, he’ll 
leave having fiercely defended his players. 

In his pre-game media availability, Green vociferously refuted a podcast 
report that his locker room was divided, players siding either with captain 
Horvat or veteran leader J.T. Miller. 

“Players obviously will hear things that come out in the media,” Green 
said. “And I think with our market, sometimes you hear things that are flat 
out not true. And we've heard a lot of things lately that are going on 
inside our locker room that are fabricated. They're made up. Whoever is 
saying them are lies. We've got a close group in there. 

"There was something about Horvat and Miller yesterday, which is 
ridiculous. These two guys sit in the room (next to each other). They're 
good friends. They get along, they care for each other. There's zero rift at 
all between anyone of our team. They're a close-knit team. They want to 
win. They don't like losing.” 

But they’ve just done it too often. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With a businesslike approach, Maple Leafs' run continues 
through California 

 

Luke Fox 

 

SAN JOSE – The Toronto Maple Leafs victory procession off the Silicon 
Valley ice and down the hallway to the visitors’ room — another ho-hum 
win under their belts — had all the emotion of an app update. 

There were no whoops or cheers. No stick claps or chatter. 

Straight faces. White uniforms. Large, armoured bodies. 

In gathering their 13th victory over their past 15 attempts, November’s 
most consistent hockey team could be mistaken for Stormtroopers taking 
an Imperial March down SAP Center’s black-rubber carpet. 

The mark of a good team? They no longer get excited over regular-
season wins. Nah. They’ve come to expect them. 

They can examine a 4-1 road win over the San Jose Sharks and only see 
its flaws. 

“I felt like our game was touch-and-go, to be honest with you,” said 
Wayne Simmonds, who scored the winner way back in Period 1. “We 
weren't assertive enough. We didn't get pucks deep; we didn’t grind them 
down the way we should have. In change, they came back at us, and 
Woller [Joseph Woll] had to be unbelievable there in the third. So, there's 
things for us to work on. By no means are we playing perfect hockey right 
now, and we know that.” 

Sunshine and relaxation can be alluring temptations when work allows 
you to escape the bitterness of a late November in Toronto, a respite 
from winter’s first hard bite. 

So, yes, the Leafs coaching staff had considered giving their troops a day 
off Thursday for U.S. Thanksgiving. Had they gone that route, their 
generosity could be justified as a reward for the club’s hot streak. 

Instead, they ducked out of the warmth and into the rink, where they’ve 
punched the clock daily during a California swing described, to a man, as 
“a business trip.” 

The team hunkered down together in their hotel Thursday night. They 
ordered in turkey, mashed potatoes, and Brussels sprouts (Justin Holl’s 
personal favourite), watched a little American football, and rode the 
tryptophan into a decent night’s sleep. 

Friday was a workday, after all. 

And free time, whenever that arrives, will be a ton more fun when it feels 
hard earned. 

“We’re at work. We didn’t come out here for vacation. We’re here to play 
hockey, right? So, we don’t expect to get days off and enjoy the sun and 
all that type of stuff. That’s not what we're here for. We’re here to play,” 
Simmonds asserted. “We're one of the hardest-practising teams that I've 
been on in my career anyway, and we're having success. So, why 
change it? You practice like you play; you play like you practice. 

“Just the amount of skill that we have on this team, it's almost harder to 
practice than it is playing a game sometimes. So, I think that's a good 
thing.” 

The Maple Leafs’ new businesslike approach — farewell, relaxed dress 
code, we hardly knew ye — has been translating to the ice throughout 
this four-game roadie. 
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Toronto has now outscored its opponents 13-3 on this trip, which 
concludes Sunday in Anaheim. 

Sure, one could dispute the quality of competition, but the Leafs have a 
history of playing down to weaker foes. And that, most certainly, has not 
been the case lately. 

“Maybe we've learned from past years, where we’ve played a couple of 
really good games and then we just relax and take our foot off the gas,” 
William Nylander said. “That stretch [in October] when we were 
struggling, I think that was good for us to learn.” 

Despite skating without Ondrej Kase, despite dressing goalie prospect 
Woll (now 3-0-0) in his first non-back-to-back situation, and despite 
letting the game flow get loose on them, the Leafs were never in danger 
of letting the Sharks take over. 

Heck, Nylander made good on the night’s first shot. A silky backhand 
deke of James Reimer when the game was all of 32 seconds old busted 
Nylander’s seven-game goal drought and set a tone. 

Remaining Time -0:52 

Nylander tucks it in on backhand off beautiful touch feed from Tavares 

And when Nick Bonino responded with a double-five-hole snipe that beat 
both T.J. Brodie and Woll through the legs, the 1-1 tie was short-lived. 

Simmonds, filling in for the injured Kase, responded on the very next 
shift, tipping home a puck after a passing sequence with new linemates 
David Kämpf and Nick Ritchie. 

"We're looking for him to not change really from what he's done; 
Simmer's done a really good job,” coach Sheldon Keefe said pre-game of 
the promotion. Then, some foreshadowing. “Like a lot of players that play 
lower in the lineup, you're looking for a little bit more when it's available 
— and tonight it's available." 

Auston Matthews notched his ninth early in the second period, and 
Tavares drove the nail toward the conclusion of the Leafs’ first 
frighteningly in-sync man-advantage. 

“Just a clinical power-play,” Keefe said. “[Assistant coach] Spencer 
Carbery did an unbelievable job of preparing our team for that [penalty 
kill] pressure today. Then it’s up to our players to execute, and they 
executed at an extremely high level. When you have a good plan 
executed at that level, that’s the result that you get.” 

On the flip side, the Maple Leafs’ vastly improved penalty kill limited the 
Sharks to a single shot throughout San Jose’s three power plays. 

Toronto’s fourth on Reimer chased the ex-Leaf midway through the 
game. 

And although Adin Hill was solid in relief and the Sharks pressed late, the 
damage was too deep to recover. 

Woll stood tall during a sloppy final 10 minutes, his busiest and most 
impressive sequence as an NHL goalie. And the Leafs took care of 
business once again. 

“We did what we had to do. Came out with the two points,” Simmonds 
said. “That’s all that matters.” 

Naturally, Saturday is another practice day. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• With the Leafs rolling, Travis Dermott has been stuck getting the Holl 
treatment. Friday marked his fourth straight healthy scratch. 

Coach Keefe is constantly communicating with his Group of Seven, 
knowing one will always be unhappy to sit. 

“We believe having seven defencemen that can play is a strength for us 
as a team at this point, but it is certainly something we have to manage,” 

said Keefe, who encouraged Dermott to remain sharp after Thursday’s 
practice. 

"We thought Justin Holl was going to have to sit maybe one game. He 
ended up sitting five. Generally, we’ve tried to keep the lineup rolling 
here. It is a daily discussion. We have just felt that we want to keep it the 
same here for the last little bit." 

• Scary moment in the first frame as Morgan Rielly blocked a Timo Meier 
blast with the inside of his lower right leg. Hobbled, Rielly left the game 
temporarily but returned before the period ended. 

• Keefe had a discipline chat with Nick Ritchie heading into this season 
after the winger averaged 0.66 PIM per game last year in Boston. He’s 
up to 0.86 PIM per game in Toronto. Not a big deal when your team can’t 
lose and is killing off penalties with ease. But it’s something to monitor. 

• Evander Kane, the Sharks’ leading scorer in 2020-21, will be eligible to 
return from his 21-game suspension after the weekend. The scuttlebutt 
here says he’ll hit the waiver wire. We’ll see. 

• Rielly flashed back to what it was like sharing a dressing room with 
Reimer: 

“It was just his everyday smile and his demeanour. I used to think that his 
cheeks would get sore by the end of the day just from having a smile on 
his face for so long. That's just the type of person he was. I was lucky to 
be around him when I was a young player, and I got to experience a 
teammate who just loved life that much. I think that's a good influence to 
have.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Ducharme must overhaul system Canadiens have proven 
incapable of executing 

 

Eric Engels 

 

Dominique Ducharme can do better, and he has to. 

The coach of the Montreal Canadiens isn’t alone. He’s not solely 
responsible for the team’s 5-15-2 record, for its worst 22-game start in its 
111-year existence, and it’s certainly not exclusively his fault the 
execution of the players — from his best ones to his worst ones — has 
so frequently been as far off the mark as it appeared in the second period 
of Friday’s 4-1 loss to the Buffalo Sabres. 

About that horror show: After playing a decent first period and controlling 
both the pace of play and the shot attempts, the Canadiens came out for 
the second seemingly incapable of completing a simple pass. They 
couldn’t even generate more than one shot on net through the first 12:25 
of the frame. 

That’s when things got really ugly. 

Jake Evans took a high stick and drew a four-minute power play for the 
Canadiens. They started it off with good pressure in the zone, they soon 
notched their second shot of the period — an excellent chance for Josh 
Anderson in the slot — and then they gave up a quality chance for 
Zemgus Girgensons before giving up a 2-on-1 that ended with Kyle 
Okposo making it 3-1 Sabres. 

The Canadiens played the rest of the game like it was a lost cause. They 
appeared dejected to start the third and completely frustrated less than 
four minutes in when Tage Thompson scored his second of the game for 
Buffalo. 

There was really no excuse for it. 
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All of this happened against a Sabres team that had gone 2-9-1 since 
starting their season with a 5-1 win over the Canadiens that sent them on 
a 5-1-1 run. It happened against a Sabres team that had lost five of its 
last six and each of the last four. 

The Canadiens were bad. 

They have been all season long, and it’s time for Ducharme to do 
something drastic about it. 

He’s been dealt a horrible hand since taking over from Claude Julien last 
February. 

The Canadiens were almost immediately shut down due to COVID-19 
after that, their schedule was rearranged to have them play their 
remaining 25 games of the 2020-21 season over 44 nights. There was no 
time for practice, key player after key player fell to injury, and the team 
nearly missed the playoffs before going on a remarkable run to the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

Ducharme deserved full marks for helping them do that. 

But even if he’s had to deal with far more adversity than he’d have liked 
to start this season — Shea Weber was too injured to continue his 
career, Joel Edmundson hasn’t played since the start of training camp, 
Carey Price checked into the NHL/NHLPA’s player assistance program 
just before the games of significance kicked off in Toronto, and several 
other players got hurt over the first seven weeks — Ducharme hasn’t 
found a way to help the Canadiens out of their hole. 

On Friday, after another terrible game, the coach, who signed a three-
year extension last July, repeated — almost word for word — what he 
said following a 3-2 loss to the New York Rangers on Nov. 16. 

“You’re in the NHL, you should be able to make plays,” Ducharme told 
reporters at KeyBank Center on this night. “They don’t have to be plays 
that end up on the plays of the week, but just efficient, intelligent, well-
executed plays. ... As soon as we get away from that, like I’ve said, 
there’s no system to (make up) for that.” 

He’s not wrong, but the coach does have to come up with a system the 
Canadiens can execute efficiently over a 60-minute game — and over a 
stretch of them, if they want to do what appears practically impossible 
and go on a run to turn their season around. 

Ducharme’s right; he can’t keep the Canadiens from making poor 
choices that lead to giveaways, especially when they have time and 
space to make better plays. 

But even if it’s well into the season, it’s not too late for him to adjust the 
way they play in their own end. 

Everything else flows from there. 

“When you spend 45 seconds on defence,” said Jonathan Drouin, “you 
don’t have much energy to attack.” 

That’s been the biggest problem the Canadiens have had this season, 
and no tangible changes have been made to the zone system they 
employ. 

There were tweaks made during training camp, but we’re not alone in 
thinking an overhaul is needed. 

“The personnel has changed so much since last season that it’s probably 
fair to say the system in their end isn’t suited to who they have now,” said 
a scout we spoke with on Thursday. “They have a different makeup at 
forward and they can’t quite execute the up-ice pressure the way they did 
in the playoffs. The balance isn’t quite as strong to roll the lines and 
create that pressure, and then everything crumbles. 

“The puck gets to their end and they just look too hesitant in there. They 
shouldn’t look as confused as they do at this stage of the season. They 
should go strictly man-on-man, make the game a bit simpler. 

“They won’t be perfect there because they’re at a deficit with some of the 
losses on the roster since the playoffs, but they can build something from 
a simpler way of doing things in their own end.” 

Perhaps if they do, mistakes won’t be as glaring and costly. 

Jeff Petry, who’s piled them up since the start of the season and made 
too many in Buffalo on Friday, said earlier this week the Canadiens are 
thinking too much and trying to play a perfect game. 

It’s Ducharme’s job, with the help of assistant coaches Alex Burrows, 
Trevor Letowski and Luke Richardson, to simplify things for them. 

None of them can get on the ice and play for the players, but they’ve got 
to be able to find more solutions than they have so far. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'He didn't like what I ate' at Thanksgiving: Marchand on 
Panarin's glove throw 

 

Daniel Rainbird 

 

Brad Marchand is among the league's best at scoring goals and setting 
up teammates, but his ability to get under his opponent's skin is 
unmatched. 

On Friday afternoon, he caught his latest victim: Artemi Panarin. 

As the clock wound down on a 5-2 New York Rangers victory over the 
Boston Bruins, a Marchand-Panarin argument from their respective 
benches reached a tipping point when the Rangers star took his glove 
off, whipped it across the benches and nailed Marchand in the centre of 
his chest. 

What could Marchand have said to push Panarin over the edge? If you're 
taking the Boston winger's word as gospel, Panarin might've taken issue 
with Marchand's decision to opt for something other than turkey on his 
Thanksgiving dinner plate. 

"We were just asking each other how Thanksgiving dinner went and he 
didn’t like what I ate," said Marchand post-game, cheekily stoking the fire 
on the situation a day after the American holiday. 

Marchand cracks Thanksgiving joke when asked about Panarin throwing 
glove 

Panarin was a catalyst for his team with a goal and an assist, and 
ultimately had the last laugh. He didn't speak following the victory, and 
linemate Ryan Strome chose not to share what was actually said 
between the two stars. 

"No comment, it'll all come out one day," said Strome. "I just don't want to 
comment, I don't think it's my place, I guess we'll just see what happens." 

Sounds like a war of words that probably ran deeper than a debate over 
what's allowed in the stuffing. 

Rangers head coach Gerrard Gallant didn't see the argument happen 
until both players were thrown out the game, and took the opportunity to 
throw a compliment, instead of a glove, Marchand's way when asked 
about it post-game. 

"I have no idea, I'm at the other end of the bench, I have no clue," said 
Gallant. "Marchy's a great player in this league." 

Both players received misconduct penalties after the glove toss took 
place right in front of a linesman. 
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Despite the numerous altercations Marchand has caused or involved 
himself in throughout his 13-year NHL career, he says this was a first. 

"That one kind of caught me off guard a little bit," Marchand said. "I’ve 
had a lot of things thrown at me but not typically by players." 

Unfortunately for hockey fans, a heated rematch to settle the score isn't 
scheduled until April 23 when the Rangers visit the Bruins in Boston. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Things we've learned at the NHL's one-quarter mark 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

NHL action resumes Friday night after a day off for American 
Thanksgiving. Playoffs are taking shape, off-season additions and 
subtractions are being felt, and some truly awesome early-season 
performances have dropped our jaws. 

Here are some things we've learned so far: 

Connor McDavid is fantastic and generational, but Leon Draisaitl is the 
MVP 

How many more ways can we talk about Connor McDavid's greatness? 
His 100-plus point performance in the 56-game shortened season was 
mind-boggling, with a 1.88 points per game rate that stands as the best 
in the salary cap era and better than any player since Mario Lemieux's 
2.30 in 1995-96. 

McDavid has dazzled with a couple of one-against-everyone highlight 
reel goals already and began the season on a 17-game point streak that 
had us wondering if he could take a crack at Wayne Gretzky's record of 
51 consecutive games with a point to start a season. That run ended this 
week, but then McDavid got on the board again Wednesday with a four-
point effort. 

Remaining Time -0:55 

Gotta See It: McDavid dances through Jets before roofing puck on 
Hellebuyck 

But he's not even the points leader on his own team. 

Leon Draisaitl, with 40 points in 19 games, is four up on McDavid in the 
scoring race and in fact he's the only non-Wayne Gretzky Oiler to reach 
40 points before the 20-game mark. In league-wide historical context, 
Draisaitl is off to the best start in 25 years. 

Both players excel on Edmonton's power play, the league's best, with 
McDavid leading the league in power-play points and Draisaitl in power-
play goals. Edmonton's 39 per cent success rate on the PP is incredible 
in its own right -- the best full season power play in history is that of the 
1977-78 Montreal Canadiens, at 31.9 per cent. Only three teams have 
ever finished a season scoring in more than 30 per cent of their PP 
opportunities (the '77-78 and '78-79 Islanders also accomplished it). 

Take out the man advantage, and Draisaitl has 18 points at 5-on-5 to 
McDavid's 14 and, impressively, a league-leading nine primary assists to 
McDavid's three. 

Alex Ovechkin turning back the clock, still going strong in chasing down 
Wayne Gretzky's goals record 

Gretzky is an early theme in this piece, which should only underscore 
some of the special performances we're seeing early on (we'll move on in 
a second). 

With 15 goals in 20 games, Alex Ovechkin is in a familiar spot, chasing 
the Rocket Richard (though he is five goals behind Draisaitl). While it isn't 
shocking to see him in that position (even though he's still doing it at 36 
years old) it is certainly interesting how Ovechkin is scoring and getting 
points. 

When you think of Ovechkin, you think of big one-timer goals from his 
office in the left circle. But to this point, he's scored only twice from there 
and only once with his weapon of a one-timer (last Saturday against San 
Jose). Most of Ovechkin's goals have some via wrist shot -- he's on pace 
for 39 of those types of goals, which would set a career high. 

In terms of chasing the all-time goals record, Ovechkin is now fourth all-
time and 22 goals away from passing Jaromir Jagr for third. Ovechkin is 
on pace for 60 goals this season -- but let's assume he slows down (a 
bad bet to make) and winds up scoring 30 more times to finish with 45 
goals. At that rate, Ovechkin would start next season just 27 shy of 
passing Gordie Howe for second and 120 away from passing Gretzky's 
894. He could eclipse The Great One in 2024-25 on that pace and still 
have a year left on his contract. 

Adding another layer is that Ovechkin's early-season performance hasn't 
even been defined only by goals or power play contributions. He leads 
the league in 5-on-5 points with 21 (three clear of Draisatil) and is also 
first in the league with 13 assists on 5-on-5. He's about to pass his full 
season assist totals from the past two years. 

Maybe we should be asking if Ovechkin, without Nicklas Backstrom in 
Washington's lineup, is worthy of more first-quarter MVP talk. 

The Flames are better than we all thought they were 

To be sure, some things about Calgary's start are unsustainable. The fact 
they have shut out their opponent in seven of 20 games so far is one, 
along with an NHL-best .955 save percentage. They've scored a few 
more goals than expected as well -- but it won't be this rosy all season. 
Bumps are inevitable and how they deal with those will be the ultimate 
measure of this team. 

But it's starting to look like you can throw out last season. Whereas we 
came into this season wondering about Johnny Gaudreau's future and if 
he was an inevitable trade piece before his contract expired, or if 
Matthew Tkachuk could also be in his last year with the team ahead of an 
RFA extension, the outlook has vastly changed now. 

Rather than facing an identity crisis that could have gone as far as a GM 
change if things didn't get on track, the Flames now look like they could 
be motivated buyers on the trade market. And maybe this shouldn't 
entirely have been a surprise. It's proven very difficult to get a read on 
what anything from last season truly meant and we shouldn't view 
Calgary as a team with an inherently flawed make-up. It wasn't that long 
ago they were doing something similar to what we've seen through the 
first quarter. 

In 2019-20, the Flames dealt with a mediocre start and then in late-
November Bill Peters resigned as their head coach amid accusations of 
past racist language and player abuse. Under his replacement, Geoff 
Ward, Calgary won its next seven games and from that point until the 
season was paused in March, the Flames were 25-15-3 -- a .616 points 
percentage that was eighth in the league and the best in Canada. Upon 
returning to the bubble, they knocked off Winnipeg in qualification and 
took the eventual finalist Dallas Stars to six games. 

Last season went off the rails early and led to a coaching change, so it's 
hard to say Calgary's return to the level we've seen so far was a 
guarantee -- but it does show there could be something here. Andrew 
Mangiapane has taken a big step and Oliver Kylington is playing a 
considerable role. Jacob Markstrom and Chris Tanev were still in 
Vancouver during the 2019-20 season. Coach Darryl Sutter has turned 
teams around before and has been able to get everything out of this 
group, which may be better equipped than the surging team of two years 
ago. 
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It's worth remembering that last season was a challenge for everyone for 
a variety of reasons. It wasn't that long ago these Flames did show 
something so what we're seeing early on here is possibly more realistic 
than it seemed before the season. 

Being an expansion team isn't as easy as Vegas made it seem 

In Vegas' expansion season, the Golden Knights were 15-6-1 on Nov. 
26, and it was clear they were going to be a surprise and a problem. 
Things haven't been as smooth for the Seattle Kraken, who are 6-12-1, 
which is a pretty average start for an NHL expansion team in historical 
context. But, as we discussed last week, they haven't played as poorly as 
their record indicates. 

The Kraken defence has actually been pretty good, with a league-best 
27.1 shots allowed per game and 8.77 high-danger opportunities allowed 
per game. This is where the goaltending has failed them so far, as 
Philipp Grubauer has an .890 save percentage and league-worst minus-
9.22 goals saved above average. 

If the goaltending turns around to even the league average, the Kraken 
should be able to claw some wins back, but the Golden Knights they are 
not. While Seattle has been good on defence, their offence is not going 
to be able to overcome any goaltending issues. The Kraken rank 25th in 
shots per game and 23rd in high-danger opportunities. Their shooting 
percentage does not indicate a team likely to start scoring more often, 
either. 

It's far more likely the Kraken, with $8.8 million in projected cap space, 
become a trade seller and possibly even use some of that room to help 
others make a deal and pick up future assets along the way. Not a lot of 
teams have cap space this season, and though the Kraken didn't 
weaponize theirs at the expansion draft, it's possible they revisit that 
strategy in the lead-up to the trade deadline as the playoffs become a 
long shot. 

Firing a coach isn't always the right choice to turn a team around 

Just five years ago, the Colorado Avalanche had the worst season of the 
salary cap era, with a 22-56-4 record. It was truly dreadful, but you 
wouldn't have put the blame on head coach Jared Bednar, who stepped 
into the job late in the game after Patrick Roy surprisingly resigned just 
before training camp in mid-August. However, it didn't seem obvious at 
that time Bednar was the long-term coach there. 

Under Bednar, the Avalanche have slowly been emerging as a top 
contender and now they're at a key point in this rise. They've been 
through three consecutive Round 2 playoff eliminations and the cap is 
getting tight with Nathan MacKinnon's raise on the horizon. The time to 
start winning in the playoffs has arrived with great urgency. 

So when the Avs started this season a little slowly (4-5-1), there was 
some question if Bednar would be replaced. Then they began turning the 
corner and scoring a pile of goals, now on a six-game winning streak 
over which they've outscored opponents 36-15 (without MacKinnon in the 
lineup, by the way). Then Bednar got a two-year contract extension last 
week. 

This team has come a considerable way under Bednar from the absolute 
bottom of the league and now, incredibly, he's the winningest coach in 
Avs history. 

Teams with legitimate surprise potential 

Speaking of surprising starts, two teams are this year's breakouts, and 
another could qualify for that distinction depending on your pre-season 
outlook of them: 

Anaheim Ducks: Shayna Goldman discussed the contributions from two 
key youngsters, Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry, in her analytical 
takeaways from the first quarter. Their continued success is key to the 
Ducks' ability to keep it up. So is John Gibson, off to a .920 save 
percentage start, as he makes a bid to be Team USA's Olympic No. 1. 
Adam Henrique, Rickard Rakell, Ryan Getzlaf all appear to be past their 

career-best seasons, but they are veterans who are also vital to 
supporting the kids. The mix is a healthy one. 

The Ducks won't be a Cup contender, and the more realistic hope is that 
they hang around the playoff fight until the very end. That would be a 
step up from three straight years of being a bottom feeder with one of the 
worst offences in the league. Anaheim's underlying numbers show an 
average team -- near-even shot and expected goal differentials at 5-on-5 
and a favourable amount of high-danger scoring opportunities. That's all 
good news. Even better is that their PDO (aka the "luck" stat) is middle-
of-the-road, so there's no obvious reason to expect the bottom to 
suddenly fall out. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: They've had only nine games and three goals 
from Patrik Laine, seven games from Max Domi and a rocky start from 
one of their tandem goalies (Joonas Korpisalo), but the Blue Jackets hit 
the quarter mark fourth in the Metro Division with some quality wins over 
Winnipeg, Las Vegas and Colorado along the way. There are some 
interesting players on this team, starting with leading scorer Oliver 
Bjorkstrand, who is trending up for a third year in a row. Cole Sillinger is 
having a strong rookie season fly under the radar as their second-line 
centre (a spot they've sorely lacked). Zach Werenski is top-10 in 
defencemen points and goalie Elvis Merzlikins is top-10 in goals saved 
above average. There's more here than meets the eye and in a Metro 
Division that's still figuring itself out, a fourth-place finish seems up for 
grabs. 

Minnesota Wild: Is this team a surprise? Hard to say. They handed over 
the keys to the kids last season and did finish a strong third in the 
temporary West Division, losing to Vegas in seven games. But these sort 
of developments can be stop and go. The Wild are still going strong in 
2021-22, though, sitting atop the Central Division by three points. They 
could even be further ahead. The Wild rank fifth in the league by 5-on-5 
expected goal differential, but are 15th in actual differential. Their team 
save percentage ranks 30th and they have had to lean awfully hard on 
Cam Talbot as Kaapo Kahkonen struggles to find his game. If Talbot can 
find last year's fine form again, or if Kahkonen can start realizing his 
potential, things could really take off here. 

Teams with legitimate disappoint potential 

Vancouver Canucks: Depending on who you ask, expectations around 
the Canucks this year may have been low to begin with. The team 
certainly thought it had a playoff shot, though, and made off-season 
moves to try and improve their lot. However, it's been nothing but a 
disaster and moral victories in the absence of actual ones. Change 
appears inevitable, whether it's the coach, GM or even the players. 
Thatcher Demko and Conor Garland have been some of the nicer 
stories, but none of their other key players are performing well enough. 
At seven points out of the playoffs at the quarter mark, it would take one 
heck of a turnaround for the Canucks to not be a disappointment. 

New York Islanders: While I do believe you write off the Lou 
Lamoriello/Barry Trotz Islanders at your own peril, the lift back to the 
playoffs is getting awfully heavy. The team has had to deal with a 
COVID-19 outbreak deemed not severe or out of control enough to 
postpone games, but that's put them in a rough spot. At the quarter mark, 
New York is last in the Metro and the only team under .500 (.375) in the 
division. Their first home game didn't come until last weekend either, 
when they opened brand new UBS Arena, so the schedule has been 
challenging as well. They may yet put on a noble charge, but a playoff 
miss could only be a disappointment (understandable or not) after back-
to-back semifinal appearances. To get back, they may have to play as 
one of the top teams the rest of the way. 

Montreal Canadiens: From Stanley Cup finalist to first overall draft 
choice? It's not impossible for the Habs, who haven't been able to do 
much in the early going. Playing without Carey Price is one thing, but 
they have the fourth-worst offence by goals per game so far and all the 
excitement over Cole Caufield's rookie season has been quieted, with 
one goal in 13 games. GM Marc Bergevin's future is up in the air as he's 
in the last year of his contract. We could identify this was a team 
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punching above its weight in last year's playoffs, carried along by their 
all-world goalie. But the cracks in the foundation run deep and with so 
many players signed to term, it's not obvious how to fix it. If Bergevin 
does go, the next GM will have quite a job on their hands. 

Best and worst of the off-season 

Best trade 

Pavel Buchnevich to St. Louis; Sammy Blais, 2022 second-round pick to 
New York Rangers 

A win for the Blues that they didn't have to give up a first-rounder for 
Buchnevich, who has been a strong top-six winger for them, and even a 
third-line asset to really spread out scoring. At 5-on-5, Buchnevich has 
the best on-ice shot differential among all St. Louis forwards and the 
team has outscored the competition 10-3 with him out there (his on-ice 
goals for percentage is also a team-best). He's starting to roll, too, with 
nine points in his past 11 games. 

Honourable mention here to the Detroit Red Wings adding goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic from Carolina for a third-round pick and Jonathan Bernier 
(who became a free agent and signed with New Jersey). While Carolina 
has found another way to success in net with Frederik Andersen playing 
so well, Nedeljkovic is one of the primary reasons the Red Wings are 
feeling good at 9-9-1. His $3-million AAV for this season and next is a 
steal and he's proving last year's Calder finalist nod was no fluke. 

Best free agent addition 

Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

Andersen appeared to be falling off in Toronto and lost his starting job to 
Jack Campbell, but has been one of the best at his position in the league 
in 2021-22. Interestingly, Andersen has become somewhat known for his 
slow starts, but has posted a .936 save rate, 1.90 GAA and a league-
leading 11 wins so far. His 9.34 goals saved above average (via Hockey 
Reference) ranks fifth in the league. He took a $500,000 pay cut to join 
Carolina with a $4.5-million AAV, too. If he keeps up a top-five level of 
play, the Hurricanes will solidify as contenders. 

Have to also mention Tony DeAngelo here because his $1-million AAV 
has been a steal for what he's provided the Canes. DeAngelo has 17 
points in 18 games, which is tied for fourth in scoring among all NHL 
defencemen and his 10 points at 5-on-5 is a team best. Another nod 
goes to Zach Hyman in Edmonton, as he's been a perfect complement to 
the Oilers' stars. He's not a league or positional leader in any category, 
and has slowed in production of late, so he's not the top signing, but 
deserves a mention. 

Worst trade 

Seth Jones, 2021 first, 2022 sixth to Chicago; Adam Boqvist, 2021 first, 
2021 second, 2022 first to Columbus 

This move was questionable in a few ways. Jones' play has been hot and 
cold to start the season, and though the Hawks have been outscored 18-
11 when he's been on the ice at 5-on-5, that's actually one of the better 
marks among their defencemen. They've been outshot 181-158 with him 
which, again, doesn't look great but is one of the better differentials on 
Chicago's blue line. The on-ice negative is that he's not been a decisive 
game-changer for them, though, which you might want from a player 
signed long-term with a $9.5-million cap hit. The on-ice positive? He does 
have 15 points in 19 games, so it's not like this has been all bad. 

Here's the thing: Even if you like the player, making such a bold move 
and spending so much in the way of futures to acquire him was 
extremely risky for a team not out of a rebuild yet. The Hawks got Jones 
and the final pick of Round 1 from last summer's draft -- they gave up 21-
year-old Boqvist's potential, the 11th-overall pick in the draft (which 
turned into centre Cole Sillinger, who has stepped into the NHL right 
away) and their 2022 first-rounder. That pick is top-two protected, but 
could still end up being a very high selection for Columbus. The Hawks 
have played better lately, but hit the quarter mark 27th in the NHL by 

points percentage. Time could still turn this deal around for Chicago, but 
not if winning and playoffs are still years away. 

Worst free agent addition of the off-season 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Carolina Hurricanes 

The Canes are all over this piece. The decision to sign Kotkaniemi to an 
offer sheet and a $6.1-million AAV hasn't worked out, as he didn't fit in 
the top six and has fallen to the fourth line with just over 10 minutes of ice 
time a game. He has one point in his last 11 games and that's with very 
favourable offensive zone usage, and sheltered by a loaded and deep 
team. How does this play out in the long run? They gave up a first-
rounder to acquire him and Kotkaniemi will be an RFA again at the end of 
the season. With a number of other contracts to sort out, it will be tough 
to justify continuing to pay Kotkaniemi this salary with any term until he 
shows a bit more. 

Honourable mention here as well to Toronto signing Nick Ritchie for two 
years and a $2.5-million AAV. For a team always cap tight, allocating that 
amount of money to a player who still hasn't found a fit in the lineup is 
concerning. Ritchie has been closer to fourth-liner than anything else and 
has been given every opportunity to get going. He has zero goals and 
three points in 21 games. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs’ Bunting drawing praise for drawing penalties 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
skated (optional) at the SAP Center in San Jose on Friday ahead of 
tonight’s game against the Sharks. 

Entering play on Friday, Toronto's Michael Bunting led the league with 13 
drawn penalties, per NaturalStatTrick.com. That's one more than 
Minnesota's Joel Eriksson Ek, Tampa Bay's Anthony Cirelli, Montreal's 
Brendan Gallagher and two more than Calgary's Matthew Tkachuk. 
Edmonton's Connor McDavid is three behind.   

"He gets in the dirty areas around the net," observed linemate Mitch 
Marner. "He causes a lot of havoc on goalies and not a lot of d-men like 
that. He puts the puck in a good spot where players got to use their stick 
a little more." 

The rookie winger also plays with an edge.  

"He's not afraid," noted Auston Matthews. "He's not backing down from 
anyone." 

"I don't think guys like him on the other team," said a smiling Alex 
Kerfoot, who's second on the team with seven drawn penalties. "That's 
his game. He goes in there and plays hard and gets into those dirty areas 
where he creates confrontation. So, that's part of it. He gets under the 
skin of guys and that's what makes him who he is. He goes to the areas 
where penalties are going to be called and stirs the pot a little as well."  

Bunting says moving his feet is key. He also flaps his gums.  

"I'm not afraid to be pretty vocal out there," he said with a grin. "I'm 
talking quite a bit, probably the whole game. That's part of my game." 

    Kurtis Gabriel bombs Michael Bunting's interview and calls him a 
greasy rat lol pic.twitter.com/eQp5bPrWht 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) September 30, 2021 
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You can understand why Kurtis Gabriel, who's now with the Toronto 
Marlies, dubbed Bunting "a greasy rat" during a pre-season game.   

"He's just always in the mix," added Matthews. "He competes really hard 
and (smile) a pretty good actor out there sometimes, too." 

Whether in the Ontario Hockey League, American Hockey League or 
now in the National Hockey League, Bunting says he's always been able 
to elicit whistles from referees at a high rate. 

"It's not like I go out there thinking, 'Oh I got to draw penalties,' I just play 
my game and if I draw them, I draw them," he said. 

Sheldon Keefe believes this is a valuable trait. 

"It is a skill and one that is not easily transferrable to others," the coach 
noted. "That is why you don't see a lot of guys that have the ability to do 
that. It is something that is important." 

And it's helped earn Bunting a promotion. Early in the year, he spent nine 
games on the top line, but produced only two even-strength assists and 
was demoted to the fourth unit. After drawing two penalties against 
Pittsburgh on Saturday, he moved back up to play with Matthews and 
Marner on Sunday in New York. He appears a lot more comfortable in 
this second look with the first line.  

"I have a little more confidence with the puck," he said. "I want to make 
more plays instead of just kind of getting it on my stick and off my stick as 
fast as I can. I'm starting to look for them and using my speed to my 
advantage." 

Bunting set up a Marner goal in New York on Sunday. He picked up a 
goal and an assist on Wednesday in Los Angeles.   

Bunting is penalty-drawing machine for Leafs: 'I don't think guys like him' 

Michael Bunting has drawn 13 penalties, which leads the NHL. "I don’t 
think guys like him on the other team,” observed Leafs teammate Alex 
Kerfoot. "He goes to the areas where penalties are going to be called and 
stirs the pot." How does Bunting explain it? "I get to the front of the net," 
he said. "I go to the corners and that's usually where things happen and if 
I'm moving my feet I'm able to draw them." 

--- 

It's only fair that Bunting, considering he draws so many penalties, gets 
to play on the power play. He's in the bumper spot on the second unit, 
which scored a goal via a Jason Spezza shot in Los Angeles.  

"He knows it is a big part of what he brings to our team," said Keefe of 
Spezza. "He takes it very seriously and takes ownership of that unit. 
Coming downhill with that shot is a bit of a signature [move] for him." 

"We've seen that one before from Spezz," noted Matthews.  

But not everyone is used to seeing Spezza do Spezza things.   

"It's ridiculous," marvelled rookie defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "I see him 
every day in practice just working on those shots. My eyes just go numb. 
Like, it's nuts to see him shooting those pucks. He just goes top corner all 
the time and ringing it off the bars and posts all the time. To be honest, 
I'm still surprised about those shots because they're so hard and his 
accuracy is really good too." 

It was an important goal for the Leafs power play, which had gone 0-for-7 
during weekend games against Pittsburgh and New York.  

'My eyes go numb': Leafs enjoy signature Spezza snipe; Ritchie gets 
props 

Jason Spezza has been sniping for years, but 21-year-old Rasmus 
Sandin can’t help but marvel at how the 38-year-old operates. "My eyes 
just go numb," Sandin said. "Like, it’s nuts to see him shooting those 
pucks." Spezza scored on a signature play Wednesday, but said it 
wouldn't have happened without a perfect flash screen by Nick Ritchie. 

The Sharks own the league's second-best penalty kill (88.9 per cent).  

"It's probably the most pressure you'll see in [the] NHL," said Keefe. 
"Right from the drop of the puck, they're coming. They don't lay off. It's a 
great challenge to execute within that."  

After struggling down the stretch last season, the power play was a point 
of emphasis for the Leafs to start this year.  

"As a unit, we want to be really, really good," said Morgan Rielly, who 
quarterbacks the top group. "There was a period of time there when we 
were pretty hot, but there's still a lot of emotion about wanting to be 
better. That's what our team's all about and what our unit's all about."  

The Leafs have won 12 of 14 games since Oct. 26 and the power play is 
a big reason why. Toronto has converted at a 29.7 per cent clip in that 
stretch, which is tops in the Eastern Conference.  

"We really want to move the puck with a lot of pace and overshoot the 
puck and get it back and overshoot it again," said Rielly. "At times we 
overpass it and lately we've been trying to shoot more."  

The Leafs trail only the Edmonton Oilers in shots per 60 minutes in five-
on-four play, per NaturalStatTrick.com.  

"It's a way to make the defenders turn," Keefe explained. "The defenders 
themselves have to go find ways to pursue the puck and retrieve the 
puck and then you have an opportunity to earn the puck back and strike. 
And that is, really, a lot of times, where the advantage or edge is, 
especially on the power play. When the opponent is trying to retrieve the 
puck and you get it back, all the sudden, they're not in the structure that 
they practice every single day and prepare for in meetings."  

Rielly on PP: 'There's still a lot of emotion about wanting to be better' 

The Maple Leafs have been rolling as of late but their power play hasn't 
been as consistent as they'd like. Morgan Rielly explains that it's one 
area they're really trying to focus in on. 

--- 

Ondrej Kase will miss Friday's game with an undisclosed injury. The 
feisty winger has dealt with injury issues the past couple of seasons so 
his absence raises a red flag.  

"Any time you have him not playing it stands out a little bit more than 
anyone else," Keefe acknowledged, "but the fact he's here today and 
sitting in our meeting and lifting weights in there and working out, it's a 
little less concerning in that sense. But, obviously, with what he's been 
through there's going to be a lot more caution."  

With Kase out, Wayne Simmonds will move up to the third line alongside 
David Kampf and Nick Ritchie.  

"We're looking for him to not change, really, from what he's done," said 
Keefe. "He's a guy that's played a lot in his career and played in a lot of 
situations with a lot of different linemates so just stay with it. He hasn't 
spent really any time with Kampf. He spent some time with Ritchie. 
Simmer's done a really good job. Like a lot of players lower in the lineup, 
you're looking for a little bit more when it's available and tonight it's 
available."  

On Wednesday, Simmonds registered his first multi-point night (two 
assists) since scoring a pair of goals against the Vancouver Canucks on 
Feb. 6. That was the night he sustained a broken wrist.  

"The injury last year derailed him a little bit," Spezza noted.  

At the time of that injury, Simmonds was playing a top-six role. He never 
really got rolling again upon returning to the lineup.  

This season, the 33-year-old has been playing exclusively on the fourth 
line. Simmonds was even made a healthy scratch for one game.  

"We're both in a different role now and it takes some adapting," Spezza 
said. "It's important that we don't judge ourselves on production and I 
think Simmer's learning that and his game's been really good lately." 
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Simmonds is averaging just nine minutes and 34 seconds of ice time per 
game, which ranks last on the team.  

"We obviously don't play the most on the team so we got to be real 
direct," Simmonds said before the game in Los Angeles. "We don't have 
any time to mess around. We always say our first shift sets up our whole 
game so we got to go out there, we got to bang bodies and we got to get 
pucks to the net and our game takes form from there."  

How the Wayne Train got back on track for the Leafs 

Wayne Simmonds picked up two assists in Wednesday's win. It was his 
first multi-point night since Feb. 6 when he suffered a broken wrist. The 
gritty winger spent a lot of time with Toronto’s skills development staff in 
the summer. "The game's changing and the way that these guys play 
now, it's extremely fast," the 33-year-old said, "so you got to figure out a 
way to buy yourself an extra second." 

--- 

Travis Dermott is currently the odd man out in Toronto's defensive 
rotation. He will sit for a fourth straight game as a healthy scratch.  

"It is just a matter of communicating, making sure the guys know what 
the situation is," Keefe said. "I think we have done that. We believe that 
having seven defencemen that can play is a strength for us as a team at 
this point, but it is certainly something we have to manage." 

Keefe had a chat with Dermott on the ice after practice wrapped on 
Thursday.  

"He has to find his way to stay sharp, stay ready and step in and take 
advantage of his opportunity," Keefe said. "We thought Justin Holl was 
going to have to sit maybe one game. He ended up sitting five. 
Generally, we have tried to keep the lineup rolling here. It is a daily 
discussion. We have just felt that we want to keep it the same here for 
the last little bit."  

Timothy Liljegren has been a healthy scratch in eight games this season. 
Tonight will be Dermott's seventh game in the press box. Sandin has sat 
out one game.  

    Keefe on D rotation: “It is just a matter of communicating, making sure 
the guys know what the situation is” 

    Sheldon spoke with Travis Dermott, who will sit a 4th straight game in 
SJ, after practice yesterday 

    “He has to find his way to stay sharp, stay ready …” 
pic.twitter.com/Akt1FkPhYb 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 26, 2021 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for tonight's game:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Ritchie - Kampf - Simmonds  

Engvall - Semyonov - Spezza  

D 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

G 

Woll starts  

Campbell 
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TSN.CA / Flames’ trio growing Movember moustaches to support men’s 
health 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Erik Gudbranson has been around the block during his decade in the 
National Hockey League.  

Following a stellar junior hockey career with the Kingston Frontenacs, the 
defenceman was drafted third overall by the Florida Panthers in 2011 
and dealt to the Vancouver Canucks four years later. The Canucks then 
traded him to Pittsburgh in 2019, starting a stretch where he changed 
teams almost as often as he scored goals. 

This off-season, Gudbranson signed a one-year deal in Calgary – the 
seventh stop on his NHL tour, and fifth in the past three seasons. 

Despite having played nearly 600 games, that grind, and pressure has, at 
times, affected him. 

“In a few places it’s gone well for me and a few places it hasn’t,” 
Gudbranson said. “Where it hasn’t, it was very, very difficult mentally. We 
do carry a spotlight on us and in some of the markets that I’ve played in, 
you walk into a restaurant, and you feel like people are breathing down 
your neck. They know the pass you made last night that didn’t work well 
for you. Those things became heavy on me big time…I have no shame in 
talking to my teammates about it. It’s definitely true that you deal with that 
pressure.” 

Gudbranson has settled in nicely on the Flames’ third pairing this season 
alongside Nikita Zadorov. For the past few weeks, he’s been doing so 
with some added facial hair. 

During November, Gudbranson and fellow Flames Mikael Backlund, and 
Milan Lucic are growing moustaches as part of Movember, a charitable 
effort promoting men's health and wellness.  

“It’s a fun thing to do for a good cause,” Backlund said, noting how his 
stache had evolved since his junior days with the Kelowna Rockets 
nearly 15 years ago.  

“It’s a fun journey to see how it grows every year, a little thicker and 
darker,” he said. 

Movember promotes regular checkups for men to screen for prostate and 
testicular cancer, as well as the mental health challenges that men face. 
According to the Toronto-based Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, 
over 75 per cent of suicides in Canada involve men, and men have 
higher rates of addiction than women. 

“In the NHL, unfortunately we lost a couple of players that were dealing 
with mental health issues, so I think that made it even bigger,” Backlund 
said. “Over my years in the league, the awareness of mental health has 
definitely grown. It’s important we’re all doing well and mentally doing 
well and can live a good life.” 

Lucic has been open about his own mental health and how he 
considered retiring from the sport a couple of years ago. He has also 
talked publicly about his father’s death by suicide. Lucic, who celebrated 
his 1,000th game in the league last season, has noticed that hockey 
players are far more open about such topics now than when he played 
his first game back in 2007. 

“I feel like before, you were always told to shut your mouth and hold your 
feelings inside,” Lucic said. “Now, just having those conversations and 
talking about it helps people overcome whatever they are going through. 
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A lot of people are going through things that you might not know. They 
show they’re okay, but they’re not okay. So, it’s just good to have those 
conversations and raise awareness.” 

For the past few weeks, Gudbranson, Backlund, and Lucic have all worn 
their moustaches proudly – even if their significant others bristle at the 
sight. 

“She doesn’t really, really like it,” Lucic laughed. “But her dad was a 
fireman for 30 years and he always rocked the moustache, so she’s used 
to that.” 

In the Backlund household, November 30 – the day the Movember 
stache is shaved – is a sacred holiday.  

“She has a birthday in November, so that helps a bit,” Backlund said. “It’s 
not just the darkest month of the year, it’s Movember…she’s not a big 
fan.” 

All, however, for a worthwhile cause.  

“This is the month we do it for men, but it’s for everyone at the end of the 
day, and I’ve dealt with my fair share of stuff,” Gudbranson said. “Guys 
like to be tough guys, but the truth is people need you to stick around and 
you need to be healthy to do that. If something’s worrying you, the tough 
choice is to go get it checked out and there’s no shame in that 
whatsoever. So, this is a great month to talk about it.” 
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