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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov fined by NHL for kneeing Flyers’ Scott Laughton 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov has been 
fined $5,000 for kneeing forward Scott Laughton of the 
Philadelphia Flyers in Friday’s game, it was announced 
Saturday by NHL Player Safety. 

Svechnikov collided with Laughton knee-to-knee along the 
boards at 5:25 of the second period at Wells Fargo Center in 
a game the Canes won 6-3. As Svechnikov turned after the 

play, he was cross-checked from behind and knocked to the 
ice by the Flyers’ Zack MacEwen. No penalties were called. 

The amount of the Svechnikov fine is the maximum allowed 
under the CBA. 

Laughton continued to play in the game, finishing with 24 
shifts and 16:36 of ice time for the Flyers (8-7-4). Svechnikov 
had a third-period goal for the Canes (15-3-1). 

 

 

Preview: Canes at Capitals 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Back on home ice for the first time in 15 
days, the Carolina Hurricanes are welcomed in their return 
by the team currently tied with them atop the Metropolitan 
Division standings - the Washington Capitals. 

Today's contest will also be serving as the team's Hockey 
Fights Cancer game. For more details on what will be taking 
place and some of the initiatives, click here. 

When: Sunday, November 28, 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 15-3-1 (31 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 6-3 Win over the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Friday, November 26. 

Capitals Record: 13-3-5 (31 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Capitals Last Game: 4-3 Win over the Florida Panthers on 
Friday, November 26. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Remaining Consistent On Offense: It's already been an 
interesting seven-day stretch for the club and today will be 
the fourth game over the course of that span. Monday night 
in San Jose the club was met by a stingy defensive effort 
that resulted in as many blocked shots for San Jose as the 
Canes offense had total shots. Wednesday night it was a hot 
goaltender in Philipp Grubauer, who stopped 35 of 36 shots 

faced. Yet Friday post-game Rod Brind'Amour said the only 
difference was that the pucks went in, as the team scored six 
on Philadelphia. The crew will need to bring the same effort 
today against a strong Caps club. 

The Power Play: It would be hard to envision a better 
realistic start through the first 19 games of the season for the 
club. With 15 wins already, defense and goaltending have 
been the star assets, allowing more than three goals in just 
two of those games. However, as we know the head coach is 
always striving for his team to get better and better, and one 
area that he would really like to see them get better is the 
club's power play. Over the last four games the Canes are 0-
for-7 on the power play and after the team's win over 
Philadelphia he said regarding, "it was bad all around". It's 
certainly a nice testament to the team's five-on-five play that 
the team is coming out of all of these games victorious, 
however, the team can only improve from also scoring on 
their man advantages. 

"To Be The Best...": Today's battle for the number one spot 
in "the Metro" is an early-season viewing of two of the 
strongest clubs in all of the NHL. When it comes to scoring 
goals, the only team better in the league than Washington is 
Florida. The Caps come to PNC Arena with 74 goals for this 
season, tops in the division. The team closest to them? 
Carolina. Conversely, the Canes are second in the NHL 
when it comes to keeping the puck out, allowing just 39 goals 
in 19 games. That Metropolitan club closest? Washington. 
Today is going to be a fantastic matchup. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen needs one goal to reach 
100 in his NHL career. Brady Skjei's next assist will be his 
100th in the NHL.
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Svechnikov fined $5,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

NEW YORK - Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov has been fined $5,000, the maximum allowable 
under the Collective Bargaining Agreement, for kneeing 
Philadelphia Flyers forward Scott Laughton during NHL 
Game No. 308 in Philadelphia on Friday, Nov. 26, the 

National Hockey League's Department of Player Safety 
announced today. 

The incident occurred at 5:26 of the second period. 

The money goes to the Players' Emergency Assistance 
Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capitals visit the Hurricanes after Ovechkin’s 3-goal game 

Washington Capitals vs. Carolina Hurricanes 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Sunday, 1 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -134, Capitals 
+112; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Washington visits the Carolina Hurricanes 
after Alex Ovechkin scored three goals in the Capitals’ 4-3 
victory over the Panthers. 

The Hurricanes have gone 3-1-0 against division opponents. 
Carolina ranks eighth in the league averaging 3.4 goals per 
game, led by Sebastian Aho with 10. 

The Capitals are 4-1-0 against the rest of their division. 
Washington averages just 3.0 penalties per game, the least 
in the Eastern Conference. Dmitry Orlov leads the team 
averaging 0.5. 

The matchup Sunday is the first meeting this season 
between the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho has 20 total points for the 
Hurricanes, 10 goals and 10 assists. Seth Jarvis has three 
goals and two assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Ovechkin leads the Capitals with 18 goals and has 36 points. 
Evgeny Kuznetsov has two goals and 12 assists over the last 
10 games for Washington. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 
4.9 assists, 3.8 penalties and 8.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game with a .917 save percentage. 

Capitals: 8-1-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.5 assists, 2.5 
penalties and 5.2 penalty minutes while allowing two goals 
per game with a .926 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ethan Bear: out (health protocols). 

Capitals: Lars Eller: day to day (health protocols).
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Hurricanes call Stars about John Klingberg’s availability 

The Carolina Hurricanes have called the Dallas Stars 
regarding defenceman John Klingberg's trade availability, 
Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported during the 32 Thoughts 
segment on Hockey Night in Canada. 

The 29-year-old is in the final season of his seven-year, $29-
million contract. As reported on 32 Thoughts earlier in the 
season, Klingberg's representation wants an extension "in 
the neighbourhood of an eight-year contract in the mid-60s." 
Marek reported that the Stars aren't there right now. 

With the 2021-22 season approaching its one-quarter mark, 
trade chatter is starting to occur. Teams have started 
contacting the Stars regarding Klingberg's availability. The 
Stars have a 9-7-2 record, currently sixth in the Central 
Division. 

One of those teams is the Hurricanes, who are tied with the 
most points in the NHL (31), leading the Metropolitan division 
with a 15-3-1 record. 

"It's a team that's always looking for superstar players," 
Marek said. "This team was in the Jack Eichel sweepstakes 
when he was available from the Buffalo Sabres. The owner 
likes stars, the hockey operations department likes good 
players." 

The Stars haven't expressed intentions of trading Klingberg, 
according to Marek. 

"This is a team that has playoff aspirations. But that hasn't 
stopped teams from calling." 

In 14 games this season, Klingberg has zero goals and 
seven assists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes' Svechnikov fined $5K for kneeing Flyers' Laughton 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov has been 
fined $5,000 for kneeing Philadelphia Flyers forward Scott 
Laughton on Friday, the NHL's Department of Player Safety 
announced. 

The incident occurred at 5:26 of the second period. 
Svechnikov was not assessed a penalty on the play. 

The money from the fine goes to the Players' Emergency 
Assistance Fund. 
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About Last Night: Canes dominate in 6-3 win over Flyers, end short skid 

By Talia Goodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out their road trip back east, 
against the same Philadelphia Flyers that they fell to on Nov. 
12 — except this game had a vastly different feel to it, and 
an entirely different conclusion.  

During their previous matchup, Carolina started Frederik 
Andersen, who was arguably the hottest goalie in the NHL at 
the time. It was truly a goaltending matchup, as proven by 
the 2-1 result that fell in favor of the Flyers.  

Friday night, it was a battle of the offenses. Everyone was 
scoring, the question was simply, “Who’s going to score 
more?” Right out of the gate, it seemed as though Philly 
would control the game, scoring just 50 seconds in and 
winning a challenge call that would follow.  

But that is far from how the game ended, as shown by the 
final score. Let’s dig into last night’s game: 

An un-Philly-vable start 

It wasn’t a great way to start the game, as Ivan Provorov 
buried one for the Flyers just 50 seconds after puck drop. To 
make matters worse, the special teams had a hiccup, as they 
allowed a shorthanded goal later in the period, making it 2-1 
Flyers at the end of the first.  

“It was a tough first shift, and then you give up a shorty,” Rod 
Brind’amour said. “But if you take that out of it, we had a 
really good first period.” 

Despite losing a challenge for goaltender interference, 
Carolina’s penalty kill persisted, something we are also very 
used to seeing. They killed off that penalty easily, and even 
managed a few shorthanded chances during those brisk two 
minutes. The penalty kill last night was as expected, and 
they got the job done.  

Did you hear that right? 

Four goals in the second period? Just for the Canes? Yes, 
you heard me correctly. It was a monster of a middle period, 
and the Canes capitalized. Four players from each of the 
four offensive lines scored during this domination of a period.  

It started with Aho notching his second equalizer of the night 
to make the score 2-2 just 23 seconds into the second 
period. Rasmus Ristolainen followed suit, scoring one of his 
own for the Flyers— but this was the last time Philadelphia 
would have the lead last night.  

29 seconds after Ristolainen’s goal, Jesper Fast did what he 
does and he scored a big one for the Canes, his sixth of the 

season. Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the game-winner and 
Steven Lorentz added to the lead, making it 5-3 after 40 
minutes of play. This offensive outpouring got the Canes the 
win, and showcased the new lines and pairings fairly well.  

Streaks, Records and Tidbits 

I feel like I keep hearing about all of these monumental 
record-breaking statistics regarding the Canes, but I love 
them, so I keep reading them.  

I hope you do too, because I’m about to tell you just a few.  

1. Last night, the Carolina Hurricanes became the 
team with the fourth-fewest games to reach 15 wins 
in a season, following the 2012-13 Blackhawks, 
2006-07 Sabres and the 2007-08 Senators. I bring 
this up to point out that just because the Canes 
have lost a few games does not mean they have 
fallen down any sort of rabbit hole that they can’t 
climb. Carolina is number 1 in the league-wide 
standings, tied with a few teams at 31 points but 
with games in hand. They are doing just fine, and 
last night’s win reiterates that message and more.  

2. Andrei Svechnikov ended his 11-game scoring 
drought as well, with the final goal of the game to 
make it 6-3. He’s been contributing in many other 
ways, as he is not purely a goal-scorer, but his shot 
is deadly, so it was great to see him bury one last 
night.  

3. This is not a record or a streak, but I think it’s a 
good sign and deserves to be recognized. Rod 
Brind’Amour’s been testing the waters with new 
lines and pairings— and tonight we saw how well 
they truly can work when it’s all clicking. 14 players 
got their names on the scoresheet tonight, an 
incredible sign of balance. All four lines did their 
jobs. Even when they made mistakes, they made 
up for them, which I feel is a key part of being a 
Hurricane.  

What’s next? 

The Canes finally return home after a 12-day road trip. 
Carolina (15-3-1) has the early game Sunday against the 
Capitals (13-3-5), who currently are tied with the canes atop 
the Metropolitan division (Carolina has two games in hand). 
Just yesterday, Alex Ovechkin scored his 28th career hat 
trick, and his shot is dangerous. This could be a tough 
matchup for the Canes, but let’s hope for two points and the 
first Storm Surge in a long time tomorrow afternoon. 
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First-place Wolves rally again 

One night after stunning Grand Rapids with five third-period 
goals, the Chicago Wolves earned a 3-2 victory over the 
Rockford IceHogs Saturday night at Allstate Arena when 
Josh Leivo scored in the third round of the shootout. 

Forwards Maxim Letunov and C.J. Smith scored in regulation 
for the Wolves (10-4-1-1), who maintained their spot atop the 
AHL’s Central Division. Goaltender Alex Lyon rejected 17 of 
19 shots in regulation and overtime and stopped all three of 
Rockford’s shootout attempts. 

“We’re learning how to play for 60 minutes,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Right now, we’re finding ways 
to win. C.J. Smith was our best player tonight. He was 
flying.” 

For the fifth time in as many games this season against 
Rockford, the Wolves jumped on the board first. After 
Letunov won a faceoff, he motored toward the net while 
Jamieson Rees and Joey Keane worked the puck around to 
Smith at the top of the right circle. Smith ripped a blistering 
one-timer that Letunov tipped with the edge of his blade for a 
power-play goal. 

Rockford (5-7-1-1) made it 1-1 just 33 seconds into the 
second period when defenseman Isaak Phillips took a feed 
from Evan Barratt and whistled home a sharp-angled shot 
from the goal line. 

The IceHogs took a 2-1 lead at 5:11 of the second when 
defenseman Jakub Galvas snapped a shot from the left 
point. The puck banked off a Wolves defenseman and took a 
sharp turn into the net. 

Smith celebrated his 200th AHL game by delivering the 
game-tying goal with 5:19 remaining in regulation. Captain 
Andrew Poturalski and Dominik Bokk dug the puck free 
along the left half-wall, then Smith took possession, swept 
behind the net and whipped home the wraparound for a 2-2 
knot. 

Lyon (4-1-1) earned the win while Rockford’s Collin Delia (1-
1-1) posted 26 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves welcome the Grand Rapids Griffins to Allstate 
Arena at 3 p.m. for Papa John’s Family Sunday. To get the 
best deals on Wolves gear and Howliday Flex Packs, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256160912.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-capitals/c-328379452 
https://www.nhl.com/news/andrei-svechnikov-fined-for-kneeing-scott-laughton/c-328390982 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-3bc52ba682d341fa8b72e57c7a765efc 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-call-stars-about-john-klingbergs-availability/ 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-svechnikov-fined-5k-for-kneeing-flyers-laughton/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/27/22804666/about-last-night-canes-dominate-in-6-3-win-over-flyers-end-short-skid 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/27/first-place-wolves-rally-again/ 
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Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov fined by NHL for kneeing Flyers’ Scott 
Laughton 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

NOVEMBER 27, 2021 2:46 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov has been fined $5,000 
for kneeing forward Scott Laughton of the Philadelphia Flyers in Friday’s 
game, it was announced Saturday by NHL Player Safety. 

Svechnikov collided with Laughton knee-to-knee along the boards at 5:25 
of the second period at Wells Fargo Center in a game the Canes won 6-
3. As Svechnikov turned after the play, he was cross-checked from 
behind and knocked to the ice by the Flyers’ Zack MacEwen. No 
penalties were called. 

The amount of the Svechnikov fine is the maximum allowed under the 
CBA. 

Laughton continued to play in the game, finishing with 24 shifts and 
16:36 of ice time for the Flyers (8-7-4). Svechnikov had a third-period 
goal for the Canes (15-3-1). 
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Former Hurricanes Making Impacts With New Teams 

 

November 27, 2021  

by Brandon Stanley 

 

Roster turnover is an inevitable aspect of a hard salary cap league. The 
Carolina Hurricanes would have obviously loved to pay Dougie Hamilton 
to stay in Raleigh, but with the start the team has had to the season, it’s 
hard to argue against saving that money to solidify the team’s depth. 

The impact that players like Ian Cole and Tony DeAngelo have made — 
along with Andrei Svechnikov’s eight-year extension (which may well be 
a key reason he’s off to such a terrific start to the season) — have made 
the blow of losing a fan favorite and elite defenseman like Hamilton sting 
a little less. 

Despite the massive departures and roster overhaul of the offseason, the 
Hurricanes sit with a terrific 14-3-1 record in late November — a 132-

point pace. That, incidentally, would tie the 76-77 Montreal Canadiens for 
the most points in a single season of all time. I think it’s going to be hard 
to continue this pace in the Metropolitan Division this season, but 
regardless, the Hurricanes should feel awfully good about how things 
have meshed with all the new faces. 

But today, we’re going to back off the current team and instead take a 
stroll down memory lane to see what those old friends from a season ago 
are up to. There are a whopping nine roster regulars from the 2020-21 
Carolina Hurricanes who are now playing on a new team, so we have 
plenty to talk about. Let’s get right into it. 

Players the Hurricanes Traded 

We’ll start with the trade that has provided the biggest impact for the 
Hurricanes, which was Warren Foegele going to the Edmonton Oilers for 
Ethan Bear. That trade has been a huge win for Carolina, as Bear has 
been an excellent partner for Jaccob Slavin on the top pairing. The only 
thing that has slowed him down this season was his recent positive test 
for COVID-19. The team has lost both of their games since he entered 
COVID protocol. 

In Edmonton, Foegele has played mostly in their middle-six, and has put 
up two goals and seven points on the season. For a team that has 
always been extremely top-heavy, having a solid, two-way player like 
Foegele on their third line has been an underrated boost. The stats aren’t 
anything flashy, but he’s been an important part of the team’s scorching 
start. 

One of the biggest storylines of the offseason, the departure of Alex 
Nedeljkovic, has been — and will be for the next half-decade or so — a 
fascinating storyline to follow. He had a very shaky start to his tenure with 
the Detroit Red Wings, but “Ned” has been one of the hottest goalies in 
the league since. After losing three times (twice in overtime) in four 
October starts with a save percentage (SV%) of just .900, the 26-year-old 
has gone 4-2-1 with a .927 SV% and 2.44 goals-against average (GAA) 
in November. 

The Red Wings are one of the more fun teams to watch in the league 
with all their young talent, and now it appears Nedeljkovic is staking his 
claim as their goalie of the future. The sample is still small, but this could 
be a rare occasion where the trade works out well for both teams. The 
Hurricanes certainly love what they’ve gotten from Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta, while Detroit has a young goalie that can grow with 
guys like Lucas Raymond, Moritz Seider, and Filip Zadina. Win-win. 

Finally, young defenseman Jake Bean was shipped to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in a bit of a low-key deal over the summer. I haven’t 
watched the Blue Jackets much at all this season, so I reached out to my 
colleague Mark Scheig, a Blue Jackets journalist here at THW. When 
asked about the young, former first-round pick, he said, “Bean is finally 
being given a chance to play top minutes and in top situations and has 
produced so far. He’s clearly still learning, but we are seeing the potential 
he has as a solid two-way defender.” 

Bean has put up six points in nine November games, including a two-
goal performance in a win over the Colorado Avalanche, including the 
overtime winner. The 23-year-old blueliner is getting a much bigger 
opportunity in Columbus, having played over 20 minutes in every game 
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but one so far this season, when he played 19:37 in an 8-2 win over 
Arizona on opening night. In the aforementioned Colorado game, he 
played a career-high 25:24. 

Hurricanes’ Free Agent Departures 

As far as free agency, the Hurricanes were a team that let quite a few 
players walk over the offseason, as you can probably deduce from a 
team with six new players in their lineup on any given night. The biggest 
name is obviously the $63-million-man, Hamilton. Now serving as the 
alternate captain of the New Jersey Devils, he’s off to a fantastic start in 
the Garden State with five goals and 10 points in 13 games. He 
quarterbacks their top power-play unit, kills penalties, and basically is 
doing what any No. 1 defenseman should do. DeAngelo’s elite offensive 
production has softened the blow from the Hurricanes’ perspective, but it 
still stings to see the big man in another sweater. 

Another key piece to the Hurricanes’ group for six years, Brock McGinn 
will forever live in Hurricanes’ lore due to his overtime winner in Game 7 
of the 2019 playoffs. What a moment it was, banging in a goal that 
eliminated the Washington Capitals and gave the Hurricanes their first 
playoff series win in a decade. 

Former Hurricane Brock McGinn’s overtime goal in Game 7 led to the 
Hurricanes first playoff series win since 2009. 

McGinn signed a four-year, $2.75 million average annual value (AAV) 
contract with the Pittsburgh Penguins over the summer and has gotten 
off to a great start with the Hurricanes’ Metropolitan Division rival. He’s 
got five goals and nine points, is playing a career-high 15:19 per game, 
has 29 hits (sixth-best on the team), and is third on the team in 
shorthanded time on ice. The 27-year-old has always been a heart-and-
soul type player, and the Penguins are surely thrilled with the early return 
on the investment it took to pry him away from Carolina. 

Lastly, we have the goalie tandem from 2020-21. Unfortunately, Petr 
Mrazek suffered a groin injury in early November. The initial estimated 
timetable was about a month, so within the next week or two, he should 
be closing in on a return for the Toronto Maple Leafs. That same groin 
issue has reportedly been bothering Mrazek throughout the year, so 
hopefully this extended time off will allow it to heal completely, and the 
fan-favorite Czech can stay in the crease for the Maple Leafs moving 
forward. 

James Reimer, on the other hand, has been stellar for the San Jose 
Sharks, as the Hurricanes recently saw firsthand. Now, again, the 
Hurricanes looked like a team playing three time zones away for multiple 
weeks at the end of this road trip, but it’s kind of hard to blame his 
performance on that considering his overall season numbers. 

Reimer currently sits fourth in the NHL in SV% at .936, behind only Jack 
Campbell, Sergei Bobrovsky, and Jacob Markstrom; those players’ 
respective teams — the Maple Leafs, Florida Panthers, and Calgary 
Flames — are all near the top of the standings. Meanwhile, the Sharks 
have hovered around .500 all season, and the other half of the goalie 
tandem, Adin Hill, has a .890 SV% in a similar sample size (nine games 
versus 11 for Reimer). In short, “Reims” has been sensational for his new 
team. 

The Kraken Section (Expansion Picks) 

Lastly, we have two former Carolina youngsters who just faced off 
against the team with Seattle. Morgan Geekie made a few nice, skilled 
plays during the matchup Wednesday night that showcased his hands 
and vision, although he was ultimately held off the scoresheet. He is 
playing a bottom-six role similar to the one he played in Carolina, and 
has registered two goals and four points on the season. 

As Geekie tries to carve out a bigger role, the biggest obstacle still 
seems to be his below-average skating. The puck skill and hockey sense 
have never been an issue for him. 

For Haydn Fleury, a frustrating career continues for the former seventh 
overall pick. He was in the press box again against the Hurricanes, and 

has played in just nine of the Kraken’s games this season, scoring two 
goals. After seeming to solidify himself as a full-time NHLer following his 
2020 Trade Deadline deal to the Anaheim Ducks, playing over 20 
minutes per night during his 12-game stint, the 25-year-old’s career has 
seemed to stall out a bit once again. 

I’m sure the staff has their reasons, but I can’t help but wonder what the 
logic behind scratching him for the Carolina game was. The point is 
moot; the Kraken did get the win (the Hurricanes definitely did not bring 
their A-game), but not dressing a young, talented player against his 
former team seems odd to me. 

It’s not like the Kraken’s defense has been that impressive, and players 
like Carson Soucy or Jeremy Lauzon don’t strike me as “must-play” 
players. It really seemed like a chance to get a fired-up Fleury into the 
lineup, hopefully allow him to have some success against a team he’s 
familiar with, and build off any confidence he may build going forward. 
Here’s hoping that he eventually finds a role, or a new team, that can 
take advantage of his skillset. 

Win-Win for the Players and the Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes have excelled at identifying players they need long-term, 
and ones they can afford to replace or even upgrade upon. It’s a big 
reason they are where they are this season, even despite tremendous 
turnover, so credit for the front office for their work since owner Tom 
Dundon and general manager Don Waddell took over. 

Now that they actually spend to the salary cap, a new challenge exists — 
living in a new world where sometimes players you would love to keep 
end up pricing themselves out of town. It’s the nature of the business. 
Despite some of these players certainly being missed for both their 
personalities and on-ice contributions, the team is in great shape with the 
core they re-tooled with this summer. 

It’s good to see most of these deals looking beneficial for both parties. 
And in the holiday spirit, fans of the Hurricanes should be thankful for 
their stacked roster, as well as for the former players that donned their 
sweater in the past — and not just for that time in Carolina, but also for 
their success elsewhere. 
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Capitals’ Lars Eller ‘close’ to playing after missing six games because of 
the coronavirus 

 

By Samantha Pell 

Today at 2:47 p.m. EST 

 

Washington Capitals center Lars Eller was in a full-contact jersey at 
Saturday’s practice for the first time in nearly two weeks. 

Eller was placed in the NHL’s coronavirus protocols Nov. 16 after he 
tested positive. Eller had traveled with Washington on Nov. 15 for the 
team’s four-game West Coast trip but tested positive while in Anaheim, 
Calif. 

Eller was in isolation in Anaheim for 10 days because of local regulations 
before he could finally leave his hotel room and return to Washington on 
Wednesday. 

Eller is fully vaccinated. He has missed six games since his positive test. 

Washington (13-3-5) visits the Carolina Hurricanes (15-3-1) at 1 p.m. 
Sunday before visiting the Florida Panthers on Tuesday. 
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“No one else on the team got it; nobody in my house got it. I don’t know; I 
have no idea where I got it from,” Eller said. “I mean, [it happened] most 
likely somewhere on that road trip in Detroit and Columbus, but I’ve really 
only been around my teammates and nothing else. It’s really odd. I’ve 
just been extremely unlucky.” 

Alex Ovechkin earns a special fist bump for his hat trick as the Capitals 
beat the Panthers 

Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said he’s hoping that Eller can play 
Sunday. Eller said he feels “close” and could play in Carolina. He has 
one goal and seven assists in 15 games this season. 

Eller was taking line rushes as Washington’s second-line center 
Saturday. The Capitals will not hold a morning skate Sunday. 

“I feel really good,” Eller said. “I feel full of energy, done an hour out there 
… I almost feel a little rejuvenated. We don’t get a lot of breaks during 
the season, so if there is a positive of all of this, there is a little rest in the 
body because I had to rest far longer [than wanted].” 

Eller said he was symptomatic for the first three days of isolation. He felt 
like he had a mild cold or flu but did not have a high fever or any 
breathing problems. He said he thought he could have had a false 
positive at first, because the symptoms felt cold-like, but another test 
turned up positive again. 

He felt normal by the fourth day and then started to get some dumbbells 
and a stationary bike in his room to try to get back in shape. 

He created a routine, working out in the mornings and then using the 
afternoons to watch movies and shows, do some meditation and read a 
book to pass the time. He read Mark Messier’s “No One Wins Alone,” 
and his favorite show he watched was “Succession” on HBO. 

“It’s challenging because you feel like you’re mostly wasting time when 
you should be somewhere else, right?” Eller said. “I hope I don’t have to 
do it again anytime soon.” 

Washington could get Eller back in the lineup Sunday or Tuesday, but it 
appears it will still be without Conor Sheary, T.J. Oshie, Justin Schultz, 
Nicklas Backstrom and Anthony Mantha, at least for Sunday’s game. 

Laviolette was unclear Saturday afternoon on whether any of the injured 
players would travel on the two-game trip. 

Tom Wilson takes on mentorship role with Capitals’ young players 

Sheary, who has missed the past three games with an upper-body injury, 
was at Saturday’s practice in a noncontact jersey but did not take any 
line rushes. Backstrom was also in a noncontact jersey during Saturday’s 
practice. He is still on long-term injured reserve but is continuing to 
progress. There is no timetable for his return. 

Schultz was not at practice after he suffered an upper-body injury on 
Wednesday against Montreal. He is still listed as day-to-day. Dennis 
Cholowski is expected to fill Schultz’s spot on the third defensive pairing 
with Trevor van Riemsdyk on Sunday. Cholowski played 16:04 in 
Washington’s 4-3 Friday win over the Panthers. 

Oshie is eligible to come off injured reserve Sunday, but he did not 
participate during Saturday’s practice. He could be seen watching 
practice on the bench with Mantha, who has yet to skate since his injury. 
Oshie was placed on injured reserve Wednesday for the second time this 
season. 

Oshie’s latest ailment is a lower-body injury suffered late in a 4-0 win at 
San Jose on Nov. 20. The 34-year-old sat out Sunday’s 5-2 loss at 
Seattle. Oshie has played eight games this season and has four goals 
and three assists. Before his appearance Saturday, he missed 10 games 
with a different injury suffered when he blocked a shot with his right foot 
Oct. 27 against Detroit. 
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Hershey Bears postpone two games due to COVID-19 protocols 

 

BY KEVIN BROWN 

 

CAPITALS 

The Hershey Bears, the Capitals' AHL affiliate, announced the 
postponement of two upcoming games on Saturday night due to COVID-
19 protocols. 

The Bears are moving their games against the Lehigh Valley Phantoms 
originally scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 28 and Wednesday, Dec. 1. 

Our home game on Sunday, November 28 has been postponed. Fans 
are asked to hold tickets at this time until the game is rescheduled. Our 
road game on December 1 at Lehigh Valley has also been postponed. 
https://t.co/rYGznzxa8Q pic.twitter.com/yZvtHFflTJ— Hershey Bears 
(@TheHersheyBears) November 28, 2021 

"This decision was made in consultation with medical experts and the 
AHL and due to the health and safety of players, coaches, and game day 
personnel," the team's statement read. 

Hershey is coming off a difficult 7-3 loss to the Rochester Americans on 
Friday night after having won in overtime on Wednesday night against 
the Bruins.  

While the youth movement from former Bears standouts like Martin 
Fehevary and Connor McMichael has finally begun to take shape this 
season for the injury-riddled Caps, there are still plenty of prospects to 
keep track of in Hershey. Promising wingers Axel Jonsson-Fjallby and 
Garrett Pilon plus defenseman Alex Alexeyev have all played important 
roles for the 8-6-2-1 Bears this season. 
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Eller details time spent in quarantine as he nears return to lineup 

 

BY ANDREW GILLIS 

 

CAPITALS 

The Capitals had a welcome sight at Saturday’s practice as Lars Eller 
was dressed in a full-contact jersey for the first time since the team’s 
west coast road trip and his quarantine stint.  

He was placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols on Nov. 16 and hasn’t 
played since the win over the Penguins on Nov. 14, two weeks from 
Sunday’s game against the Hurricanes. He tested positive with the team 
in Anaheim and was forced to quarantine for 10 days due to local 
regulations before he returned to the area.  

Eller, who is vaccinated, missed six games since his positive test. He’s 
hopeful to play in the team’s game Sunday in Carolina, or at least in the 
team's game against the Panthers on Tuesday. 

“No one else on the team got it, nobody in my house got it,” Eller said. “I 
don't know, I have no idea where I got it from. I mean, we're trying to 
count like most likely probably somewhere on that road trip in Detroit and 
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Columbus. But I've really only been around my teammates and nothing 
else. So it's really odd. I've just been extremely unlucky, I guess." 

Eller said he was symptomatic for the first three days of isolation and 
didn’t have major symptoms. He felt like he had a mild fever or cold for 
about three days, but said he never had a high fever or breathing 
problems. 

Once he began to feel better, he was able to get a stationary bike and 
some dumbbells into his hotel room to stay as active as he could. He 
took another test midway through his quarantine and the results still 
came back positive. 

“I try to find a routine, workouts in the morning and afternoons were a lot 
of movies and shows,” Eller said. “And sometimes I would do a little bit of 
work again late afternoon before dinner and another movie and another 
show and reading, listening. All kinds of things. Try a little bit of 
everything, try to stay sane." 

In quarantine, he read Mark Messier’s book “No One Wins Alone” and 
watched “Succession” on HBO.  

“It's still challenging because you feel like you're mostly wasting time 
when you should be somewhere else, right?” Eller said. “I hope I don't 
have to do it again anytime soon." 

Eller, who has one goal and seven assists in 15 games this season, 
skated on the second line at Saturday’s practice with Tom Wilson and a 
rotating duo of Connor McMichael and Daniel Sprong. If he enters the 
lineup against the Hurricanes on Sunday or the Panthers on Tuesday, 
that figures to be the line he’ll play on.  

The Capitals are still without T.J. Oshie, Anthony Mantha and Justin 
Schultz, none of whom were at practice Saturday. Conor Sheary and 
Nicklas Backstrom took part donning non-contact jerseys.  

Meaning if the Capitals are able to get Eller back in the lineup, they’ll 
certainly welcome the addition.  

“I feel my lungs have been feeling fine, but the game is of course a 
different level,” Eller said. “So maybe it takes a game or two to find, you 
know, that touch again. But it's mostly the timing. I'm not too worried 
about my legs and lungs, it's mostly getting your head back to that speed 
again after not doing anything on the ice for a while." 
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Braden Holtby leads Stars’ impressive ‘mental win’ over Coyotes to close 
out back-to-back 

 

By Catherine Silverman 

11:06 PM on Nov 27, 2021 CST 

 

Not many goaltenders get a chance to warm up the night before their 
return to the ice with a quick seven-minute stint in the middle of their 
team’s impressive shutout bid like Braden Holtby did Friday night. 

Whether or not that brief relief effort truly served as a chance to shake off 
some of the cobwebs, though, Holtby looked like he hadn’t missed a beat 
in the team’s 3-2 win over the Arizona Coyotes. He turned aside 25 of 27 
shots allowed, holding off both some quality chances interspersed in the 
first two periods and a stronger late-game push by Arizona to perfectly 
complement the trio of goals netted by Roope Hintz, Jacob Peterson, and 
Jason Robertson to seal the win. 

And by all accounts, he had a blast doing it. 

“It’s been great,” he said post-game, referring to the team’s ability to stay 
strong against as they’ve slowly picking up steam through November. 

“You know, especially those last three games… playing two extremely 
explosive offenses, and not budging from the game plan that we wanted 
coming in to play here.” 

“Coming in here, back-to-back off a big win, you know, this is a game 
that’s almost 100% mental. Our guys did a great job, because you’ve got 
to give credit to them over there [in Arizona]; they have guys over there 
who have long careers making a living off of just working. It was a very 
impressive mental win.” 

On paper, the Arizona Coyotes were arguably the easiest team Dallas 
had faced in weeks. They sit squandering at the bottom of the standings, 
their four wins second to only the Ottawa Senators for dead last in the 
league. 

But both Holtby and head coach Rick Bowness were quick to point out 
that the host club, much like Dallas, had been picking up steam as of late 
— making the team’s ability to check off a fourth consecutive victory that 
much sweeter. 

“Those games are fun,” Holtby said of getting to face the Coyotes’ 
surprising cast of secondary scoring characters like Travis Boyd (who 
notched his fifth goal of the year in the second period) and former long-
time Stars forward Antoine Roussel. “I think they’re playing better lately 
than their record says.” 

Both goals allowed by Holtby in the first half of the game were hard to 
find much fault with on his end. Roussel took advantage of a bouncing 
puck fed from the point by Anton Stralman, tapping it in right behind 
Holtby to even up the score 3:54 into the first. Then, less than five 
minutes into the second period, Boyd was able to shove the puck in 
through traffic in the crease to even up the game at two goals apiece, 
halting some of Dallas’ momentum after picking up goals of their own in 
the first from both Roope Hintz and Jacob Peterson. 

After that second goal allowed, though, Holtby shut Arizona down 
completely; they wouldn’t get past him again through the final 35:00 of 
play, even with a few desperate final pushes by Arizona late in the game. 

Some goaltenders might have found themselves frustrated after a pair of 
tough bounces early on. But for the former Stanley Cup champion, a 
game like that — full of forechecks instead of finesse — was a far more 
exciting way to get back into the groove than a slower, smoother-looking 
game. 

“You know, I like those games where there’s, you know, battles and 
fighting to find the puck and everything like that. So it was good to get 
back into that.” 

Bowness had a similar assessment of the game following the win, giving 
his veteran netminder credit for coming back strong when the team 
started to fatigue late in the third period. 

“[Holtby] was outstanding for us at the start of the season,” he explained, 
crediting the veteran for such a seamless transition back into the lineup 
Saturday night. 

“He had a very solid game for us tonight. Those two goals were kind of 
bouncing pucks… he had no chance. But he made all the key saves that 
he had to.” 
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Joe Pavelski, Jake Oettinger continue to defy expectations as Stars win 
third straight 
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By Saad Yousuf  

Nov 27, 2021  

  

Friday night had plenty of potential for a letdown for the Stars. It was the 
day after Thanksgiving. Dallas came in riding a two-game winning streak 
and had won four of its past five games. The Stars had just dispatched 
the Edmonton Oilers and shut down the best hockey player on the 
planet. Earlier in the season, they showed a tendency to get off to slow 
starts, even when the urgency was higher than what it was Friday. 

There are some things you expect and some things that defy 
expectations. In the Stars’ 3-1 victory over the Colorado Avalanche on 
Friday night, there was a lot of defying of expectations. Fittingly, the 
headliner was Joe Pavelski, whose very existence in the league is 
beyond what anybody could have expected. Forget that he’s a former 
seventh-round pick playing in his 16th NHL season or that he led the 
Stars in scoring last season. Pavelski is 37 years old, playing on the top 
line and top power-play unit for a team with championship aspirations. 
The fact he’s as productive as he is defies not only expectations but also, 
to some degree, science. 

That’s where we begin our observations of the game. 

The hot start 

Do you expect Joe Pavelski to score a goal? Yes. Do you expect him to 
score two? OK, even that’s feasible. Do you expect him to score two 
goals in the game’s first 19 seconds? Absolutely not. 

Before we focus on Pavelski, his entire line deserves a mention. The only 
semblance of consistency the Stars have had over the past two seasons 
is that Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson and Pavelski will sit atop the depth 
chart and give the team quality minutes, night in and night out. It’s the 
perfect mix of skill to succeed, with Hintz’s elite skating and speed that 
have made him one of the better two-way forwards in the league, 
Robertson’s flare for offense and Pavelski’s top-notch net-front presence 
and remarkable hockey IQ. It’s the kind of line you would probably end 
up with if you were customizing three players by traits you desire. 

The line was great again Friday, especially through the first two periods. 
However, the first period featured some of the best hockey they’ve 
played together since being assembled last season. Players can be great 
individually, but chemistry with linemates is required for the entire 
operation to function at a high level. Pavelski’s first goal is a good 
example of that. 

When Robertson got the puck from John Klingberg, his back was to the 
net. As soon as the puck hit his stick, Robertson knew what the next 
move needed to be. Without looking, he launched the puck toward the 
net, where a wide-open Pavelski was camping out to tap it in. 

“When the puck came to me, I knew he was out in the corner,” Robertson 
said. “So, I just try to throw it in that direction, and he got a tip on it. You 
know, just kind of knowing where he was. It’s just trying to think ahead of 
where everyone is. (Head coach Rick Bowness) preaches predictable 
hockey, so coming out of the corner and just going hard to net. I know 
Joe has a knack for scoring goals and going hard to the net, so just 
putting it in a position for him to get a tip on it.” 

The play was an encapsulation of Robertson and Pavelski. Robertson 
worked all offseason on making the less obvious plays and trusting his 
instincts and skill. Pavelski has made a career out of being one of the 
best tippers in NHL history. Combining those factors gave Dallas a 1-0 
lead right out of the gate. 

Before the goal could even be announced in the press box, American 
Airlines Center was rocking again. After the Avalanche turned the puck 
over carelessly in their own zone, Hintz got possession of it. Again, the 
chemistry was obvious. Pavelski, who was outside of Hintz when Hintz 
initially touched the puck, quickly slid into the slot. From there, Hintz 
made a perfect pass to Pavelski, who then nutmegged Erik Johnson to 
score his second goal in 19 seconds. 

“The second one was a nice play by Roope, and it lined up perfect where 
I could shoot through the screen there and catch them off guard,” 
Pavelski said. 

The second goal was also No. 400 for Pavelski in his NHL career, and he 
became just the 10th American in NHL history to reach that milestone. 

“It was fun. Obviously, knew it was close,” Pavelski said. “It was fun how 
it happened, I think, just bang-bang. (To) get a couple quick ones was 
nice. But yeah, it was a fun night. It was great we got the win — makes it 
that much better, I think. Long career, I guess, and the puck went in the 
net a few of those years. Just fun to be there.” 

“Good for him. It just shows a fantastic career and a long career,” 
Bowness said. “Four hundred goals, that’s a tough thing to achieve in this 
league. Congrats to him. I am very, very happy for him.” 

After the game, Pavelski’s son, Nate, joined him on the bench for his 
postgame interview on the television broadcast. Pavelski said he was 
“totally caught off guard” by that but that it was “awesome” and “special.” 
Pavelski mentioned that Nate is aware of what’s going on in the NHL, 
loves the sport and has his favorite players. Is the most recent addition to 
the 400-goal club Nate’s favorite player? 

“No chance,” Pavelski said. “Maybe tonight I was, but there’s always a 
new, hot player that’s coming into the building who he wants a stick from 
or something like that.” 

The firm goaltending 

Do you expect Jake Oettinger to play well? Sure. Do you expect 
Oettinger to post a .970 save percentage while facing 33 shots? Probably 
not. 

Oettinger entered Friday’s game with a 3-0 record in his first three NHL 
starts this season, posting a remarkable .955 save percentage in those 
contests. Raising the save percentage when it’s already that high is a tall 
task, but Oettinger did exactly that. Goalies have a lot to work through, 
both in between the pipes and in between the ears. Oettinger’s 
confidence in both regards is, frankly, astonishing given his age. He 
continues to put his stamp on the team as the Stars’ No. 1 goaltender. 

There was a scare in the second period when Oettinger was run over in 
the crease. He looked disoriented for a little bit right after absorbing the 
hit. During the stoppage when the penalty was assessed, he went to the 
bench and then came back out to the net. However, he was called off the 
ice to enter concussion protocol. He went through a series of procedures, 
including taking the concussion baseline test players are given before the 
season to measure up against. He passed the tests and was ready to 
return to the ice for the third period. 

Oettinger’s bid for a shutout ended as soon as he left the ice in the 
second period. Braden Holtby came in to spell Oettinger and played the 
final 7:33 of the period. The Stars held Colorado scoreless until under 
four minutes remained in the game. Had Oettinger completed the 
shutout, it would have gone down as a combined shutout for the Stars. 
Dallas has had one of those before. It came on Dec. 18, 2018, the day 
Oettinger turned 20 years old, when Ben Bishop and Anton Khudobin 
combined to shut out the Calgary Flames. Oettinger still got the win, 
though, so he moves to 4-0 on the season. 

The lackluster finish 

Do you expect the Stars to have a lesser period in the final 20 minutes as 
they protect a three-goal lead? Sure. Do you expect them to be as bad 
as they were Friday? No. 

Statistically, the third period Friday night was one of the worst periods the 
Stars have played this season. It doesn’t matter what stat you want to 
look at, it looks bad. Dallas was outshot 20-1. According to Natural Stat 
Trick, Colorado had 15 scoring chances, including eight high-danger 
scoring chances, while the Stars had just one. The Avs’ Corsi For 
percentage was 94.12 percent to the Stars’ 5.88 percent. It’s remarkable 
that despite such a lopsided period, the Stars only lost it 1-0. 
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“We’re not trying to sit back,” Bowness said. “They just came at us. I 
think when that happens, your forecheck is off. You just let them come at 
you in waves. Now you’re in your zone and you change and you dump it 
out and they’re coming back at you. That penalty didn’t help because 
they just kept coming.” 

Oettinger was solid, turning away 19 of the 20 shots he faced. There 
were some timely plays made in key situations, such as Jani Hakanpaa 
keeping the puck out of a yawning net midway through the third period. 
The lone goal scored by the Avalanche came when they pulled their 
goalie and were at six-on-five. The Stars came out with a victory thanks 
to two very strong periods, but that third period needs to be corrected 
and never replicated again. 
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Kings 4, Senators 2 

The toothless Ottawa Senators met their match Saturday night at the 
Staples Center. 

As a result, they lost a nail biter and went 1-10-1 in November. 

Trying to close out this four-game road trip with a victory, the Senators 
will come home with nothing to show for it after they dropped their fifth 
straight game, a 4-2 decision against the Los Angeles Kings. 

The Senators made a hard push, but couldn’t come up when it counted 
as Kings goalie Cal Petersen shut the door to secure the win. 

There was an ugly incident with 6:09 left in the third period. Los Angeles 
forward Brendan Lemieux was assessed a match penalty after he bit 
Senators captain Brady Tkachuk during a scrum. Tkachuk got up with a 
bloody hand and the officials, after reviewing video, gave the Senators a 
five-minute power play. 

You don’t see that often and Lemieux will have a hearing with the 
National Hockey League’s department of player safety as a result. 
Tkachuk got up off the ice and complained right away, saying he’d been 
bitten twice. 

Tkachuk was furious. 

Ottawa Senators left wing Brady Tkachuk (7) plays for the puck against 
Los Angeles Kings defenceman Alexander Edler (2) and right wing Viktor 
Arvidsson (33) during the third period at Staples Center. 

“This is the one time I’m going to answer this,” said Tkachuk. “It was the 
most gutless thing somebody could ever do. This guy, you can ask 
anyone of his teammates, nobody ever wants to play with him, this guy is 
a bad guy and a bad teammate, he focuses on himself all the time. 

“The guy’s just a joke. He shouldn’t be in the league. This guy’s gutless. 
No other team wants him, he’s going to keep begging to be in the NHL 
but no other team is going to want him, he’s an absolute joke. I can’t 
even wrap my head around it. People don’t even do this. He’s just a bad 
guy.” 

Tkachuk didn’t stop there either. 

“It’s outrageous. Kids don’t even do that anymore. Babies do that. I don’t 
even know what he was thinking, he’s just a complete brick head. He’s 

got nothing up there. Bad guy, bad player but what a joke he is,” said 
Tkachuk. 

Connor Brown and Michael Del Zotto did the scoring in this one for the 
Senators, and goaltender Filip Gustavsson gave the club a chance, but 
this team is struggling big-time. 

Carl Grundstrom put the game away for the Kings by scoring his second 
goal of the game into an empty net in the final minute. 

Los Angeles Kings goaltender Cal Petersen (40) defends the goal as 
Ottawa Senators right wing Connor Brown (28) plays for the rebound 
during the third period at Staples Center. 

The Senators came into this game winless in six games against teams in 
the Pacific Division this season and they were trying to wrap up their 
four-game road trip with some kind of positive. 

“I thought we tried our hearts out, we got we wanted with a five-minute 
major and the game on the line and we’ve got to find a way to score,” 
said coach D.J. Smith. “We didn’t generate enough. It’s a situation where 
we’ve got to get it done. 

“It was a tough start with three penalties in the first period, but I thought 
we stayed in the fight and battled. You’re hoping your power play gets 
one and you’ve just got to keep working.” 

Brown’s fourth of the season at 18:33 of the second period pulled the 
Senators to within a goal, at 3-2. He fired a shot from the faceoff circle 
that beat Petersen low. 

The  Kings pulled out to a 3-1 lead at 13:14 of the second period. Los 
Angeles made some tic-tac-toe passing in Ottawa’s zone and Arthur 
Kaliyev was all alone to fire it into an open net from the edge of the 
crease. Gustavsson couldn’t do much on that one. 

Just when it looked like the Senators had settled down in the second 
period with a better effort, the Kings pulled out to a 2-1 lead at 10:23. 
That came when Grundstrom went to the net and the puck found its way 
into the net as Gustavson was also pushed across the goal-line. 

The officials had to gather before awarding the goal, ruling the puck 
entered the net in a legal fashion. There was some discussion that Smith 
should have challenged because Gustavsson didn’t have a chance to 
make the stop, but Zach Sanford did make contact with Grundstrom first. 

Los Angeles Kings left wing Arthur Kaliyev (34) scores a goal against 
Ottawa Senators goaltender Filip Gustavsson (32) during the second 
period at Staples Center. 

“If you ask (Sanford) he would admit he shoved him in,” said Smith. 

After being outshot 20-10 by the Kings in the first period, the Senators 
somehow found themselves tied 1-1 thanks to a strong effort by 
Gustavsson. 

Del Zotto, back after being scratched for two games, fired a shot from the 
point that hit Alex Iafallo’s stick, popped up in the air and flew over 
Peterson with only 19 seconds left in the period. 

Gustavsson had to be on top of his game because the Kings had no 
shortage of opportunities and were firing the puck from everywhere, but 
Victor Arvidsson got the only goal of the period for the home team, firing 
a shot from the right faceoff circle past Gustavsson at 4:59. 

The Senators made one roster move before Saturday’s game, claiming 
Adam Gaudette off waivers from Chicago. The-25-year-old suited up for 
eight games with the Blackhawks and had only two points. He was 
playing on the wing in Chicago, but that won’t be his role with Ottawa. 
Instead, he will be put back in his natural position at centre when he joins 
the club. 

His best season was 2019-20 with the Vancouver Canucks, with 12 goals 
and 21 assists for 33 points in 59 games. 

Ottawa will host the Canucks on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
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Matt Murray hit the waiver wire Saturday. 

And the two-time Stanley Cup-champion Ottawa Senators goaltender 
could be packing his bags for a two-and-a-half-hour drive to Belleville if 
he clears waivers Sunday at 2 p.m. 

As reported in this space Saturday, the Senators placed the 27-year-old 
Murray on waivers and head coach D.J. Smith confirmed to reporters 
with the club in Los Angeles that the plan was to send Murray to the 
American Hockey League affiliate in Belleville to try to rediscover his 
game. 

General manager Pierre Dorion and Smith met with Murray following 
Friday’s 4-0 loss to the Anaheim Ducks about the decision to put him on 
waivers. The Buffalo Sabres and Arizona Coyotes are both looking for 
help in goal, so they could be landing spots for Murray, but they likely 
wouldn’t pick him up. 

Smith said the Senators felt Murray needed to take a step back to 
improve his game and find consistency. 

Club officials insisted Murray wasn’t being made out to be the scapegoat. 

“We want him to get going,” Smith said before the Senators faced the 
Kings on Saturday. “He’ll be on waivers (Saturday), and, if someone 
picks him up, he’ll get an opportunity there. If he doesn’t, he’ll likely go 
down to Belleville and get the opportunity to play and get his game back. 

“By no means is this on Matt Murray. We want him to be the best goalie 
possible and give him the best chance.” 

The Senators were 1-9-1 in their previous 11 contest heading into the 
final game of their road trip, with Filip Gustavsson scheduled to start in 
net against the Kings, and something had to give. 

You have to think the Senators are hopeful this will be a wakeup call for 
Murray, and, if it works, then he’ll be back. 

Making $6.25 million per season on a four-year deal he signed with the 
Senators after being acquired from the Pittsburgh Penguins in October 
2020, Murray hasn’t played up to his capabilities. He didn’t even dress as 
the backup in Anaheim on Friday. 

Murray, who allowed four goals on 27 shots in Wednesday’s 6-3 loss to 
the San Jose Sharks, is winless in six starts this season and has an 0-5-
0 record, .826 save-percentage and 3.26 goals-against average. He has 
a 10-18-1 record in 33 career games Ottawa, along with an .892 save-
percentage and a 3.35 goals-against average. 

Last season, in the midst of Murray’s struggles, the Senators fired goalie 
coach Pierre Groulx and brought in Zac Bierk. Murray finished the 
season strong and looked as if he was on the right track, but this season 
he hasn’t been able to make key saves at big times. 

Murray’s Kitchener-based agent, Rob Hooper of Octagon Hockey, 
wouldn’t comment Saturday, but he did confirm his client would report to 
Belleville if he cleared National Hockey League waivers. Quite frankly, 

Murray has to go if he wants to collect his contract, otherwise he could be 
suspended without pay. 

The struggles have been real for Murray. He’s had injury issues and 
illness hasn’t helped the situation, either. He was troubled by a flu late in 
camp and then was only cleared to return this week after spending 10 
days in COVID-19 protocol. 

Murray was on the ice last Saturday and Sunday in Ottawa, before the 
Senators flew to Denver to start their road trip, but didn’t take part in 
many of the drills. He wasn’t on the ice Monday in Denver, but skated 
Tuesday and then returned to the crease for the loss to the Sharks. 

In four games in November, Murray is 0-4-0 with a 4.05 goals-against 
average and .873 save-percentage. 

“A lot of this revolves around (the fact) he’s had a lot injuries and there’s 
nothing you can do about, there’s COVID-19 and a lot of things,” Smith 
added. “He’s missed a lot of time and hasn’t been able to get into a 
rhythm We’ve certainly got to play better in front of him, so we’ve got to 
take some blame as well. 

“This is about getting his game back.” 

The issue with sending Murray to Belleville is two-fold: First, and 
foremost, the Senators organization  is trying to develop young 
goaltender Mads Sogaard, who have to share the net with Murray. The 
other is that, if Murray’s struggles continue in Belleville, that will further 
sink his already low trade value. 

The best-case scenario is that Murray goes to Belleville with the right 
attitude, works with goalie coach Justin Peters and gets back on track. 
He hasn’t suited up in the AHL since 2015-16, when he was with 
Pittsburgh’s affiliate in Scranton Wilkes-Barre.  

That spring, Murray was recalled to the Penguins and suited up for 21 
games in the Stanley Cup playoffs, helping that club win a Stanley Cup 
title. He also played a major role in another Cup win in 2017. 

The Senators brought Murray in to help stabilize this team and the reality 
is they haven’t been very good in front of him, either. There’s no question 
this is a surprising development, but the club felt like it had to do 
something. 
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GAME NIGHT: Ottawa Senators at Los Angeles Kings 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Nov 27, 2021  

 

OTTAWA SENATORS 4-13-1 at LOS ANGELES KINGS 8-8-3 

Tonight, 7 p.m. Staples Center 

TV: Sportsnet One 

RADIO: TSN 1200 AM, Unique 94.5 FM 

BACK TO THE STAPLES 

The Senators will return to the Staples Center for the first time since 
March 11, 2020. Ottawa dropped a 3-2 decision to the Kings that night in 
the last game played in any of major professional sports. The next day 
the NHL and NBA went on pause because of the threat of COVID-19. It 
was the last game Craig Anderson suited up for the club and he made 36 
stops on 39 shots. We expect you’ll see Filip Gustavsson in this one. 
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POINTS LEADERS 

OTTAWA SENATORS 

Drake Batherson 14 7 9 16 +1 

Josh Norris 17 8 4 12 -1 

Brady Tkachuk 14 4 7 11 +1 

LOS ANGELES KINGS 

Anze Kopitar 19 8 10 18 -8 

Alex Iafallo 19 6 7 13 Even 

Adrian Kempe 19 7 5 12 -7 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

OTT PP 19% 16th; PK 74.5% 28th 

LAK PP 18.2% 19th; PK 77.1% 25th 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE KINGS 

1. The Kings will hit the 20-game mark of the NHL schedule with this one 
against Ottawa. The club has a 5-5-1 record at home, is winless in five 
straight and has a 0-3-1 in this home stand after taking one on the chin in 
a 6-2 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs Wednesday night. The Kings are 
without forward Andreas Athansiou after he was placed in COVID-19 
protocol before the club faced the Leafs. 

2. Expect to see Jonathan Quick in this one for the Kings. He made 34 
stops in a 2-0 shutout against the Senators on Nov. 11 in Ottawa. The 
Senators were shorthanded with eight players in COVID-19 protocol at 
that point and put up a good fight but didn’t have the legs. Anze Kopitar 
and Athansiou scored for the Kings in this one. The Senators are 4-13-3 
in games against the Kings on the road. 

3. No, defenceman Drew Doughty won’t suit up against the Senators but 
he’s making steps in the right direction less than a month after having 
surgery on a knee injury. Doughty had been skating on his own but 
joined the group in a non-contact jersey for Friday’s skate. Once he’s 
cleared for contact Doughty will be closing in on a return from the injury. 
That’s good news for the Kings. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hiring president of hockey operations logical first step for 
Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

November 27, 2021, 11:23 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- While the Montreal Canadiens were in Pittsburgh, in the 
process of winning for just the sixth time in 23 games this season, most 
of the action truly worth paying attention to was happening off the ice. 

It started before the game even got underway, when our own Elliotte 
Friedman reported on Hockey Central that the Canadiens had obtained 
permission from the New York Rangers to speak to former general 
manager Jeff Gorton. 

While Gorton -- along with president John Davidson -- was impulsively 
fired from the Rangers last May by owner James Dolan, he had signed a 
contract extension just 14 months earlier. Because he remains on the 

Rangers’ payroll to this day, the Canadiens needed to ask for permission 
to speak to him about potentially hiring him. 

That’s the minutia. 

Here’s the meat: Shortly after Friedman reported this, trusted sources 
suggested to us the job Canadiens owner Geoff Molson may offer Gorton 
is president of hockey operations. 

Then, just 15 minutes into the first period of what turned out to be a 6-3 
win over the Penguins thanks to 47 saves Jake Allen made and three 
empty-net goals they scored, The Athletic reported Scott Mellanby 
resigned on Saturday after seven seasons as assistant general manager 
of the Canadiens. The team then confirmed this bombshell via press 
release during the second period. 

Mellanby was one of the first people general manager Marc Bergevin 
hired after he was appointed in 2012. The former NHL veteran, who 
transitioned to a management role with the Vancouver Canucks before 
spending two seasons as an assistant coach with the St. Louis Blues, 
was initially named director of player personnel in May of that year. He 
was then promoted to AGM two years later. 

In that role, Mellanby was Bergevin’s most trusted advisor. His strong 
work alongside the Montreal GM was recognized outside of this market 
by several teams, as he was considered and interviewed for other GM 
roles over the last few years. 

The last time that happened was last January, when the Penguins were 
looking to fill their front office. 

But Mellanby pulled himself out of Pittsburgh’s GM race to stay with the 
Canadiens. 

As for why he decided to leave the organization at this juncture, 
Friedman, on the 32 Thoughts segment that aired during the second 
intermission of the Canadiens game on Hockey Night in Canada, painted 
a picture congruent to one that was laid out to us moments after the 
news broke. 

“We all believe that Marc Bergevin was not coming back as general 
manager after this year. It would be this year, and that would be all,” 
Friedman said. “I believe he recommended Scott Mellanby to be his 
successor, or to have a significant role in the organization. I think there 
were conversations between Scott Mellanby and ownership to have a 
significant role, and I believe in the last little while it changed and, 
recently, Mellanby was informed that he is not going to be getting that 
position and the Canadiens are going in a different direction.” 

Sources are suggesting that direction could be naming Gorton president 
of hockey ops -- or to an unspecified role above GM -- and doing so 
perhaps as early as this Sunday. 

But nothing is confirmed yet on that front, and no one in the Canadiens’ 
organization is commenting on it. 

What does seem abundantly clear at this point is that major change is on 
its way in Montreal. 

It was anticipated that would be the case when Molson opted not to 
extend Bergevin’s contract prior to the start of the season. It only became 
more evident when the Canadiens failed to win more than two games in 
October, and now it’s a foregone conclusion since they’ve produced the 
worst record through 23 games of a season in their 111-year existence. 

It’s widely believed Bergevin, the Montreal native who’s in his 10th year 
as Canadiens GM, will be replaced by someone who can speak French. 
Our sources have indicated that’s a prerequisite Molson set before hiring 
Bergevin and one he doesn’t wish to move away from. 

What would be a departure from the owner’s philosophy would be hiring 
a president of hockey operations to serve beneath him. 

That would be a smart move for many reasons and, considering that role 
wouldn’t be nearly as public facing as GM or coach, naming someone of 
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Gorton’s experience would be a logical first step in cleaning out the 
hockey operations department and appointing new people. 

Gorton made his start in the NHL with the Boston Bruins when he was 
hired as a scout. He rose to assistant GM eight years later and then 
assumed the GM job on an interim basis after Mike O’Connell was fired 
in 2006. 

It was then that Gorton presided over what many consider to be the most 
successful draft in Bruins history -- plucking out Phil Kessel, Milan Lucic 
and Brad Marchand and trading Andrew Raycroft for Tuukka Rask. 

Before relinquishing his role to Peter Chiarelli and resuming his role as 
AGM in July of that year, he signed Marc Savard and Zdeno Chara as 
free agents. 

After Gorton was dismissed as AGM in Boston in 2007, he was 
immediately hired as a pro scout by the Rangers. And on July 1, 2015, 
he took over from Glen Sather as general manager -- the role he served 
in admirably, especially in enacting the rebuild that has them well-
positioned moving forward, until Dolan shocked the hockey world and 
fired him and Davidson last spring. 

Still, with more than 20 years of experience in various management roles 
in the NHL, the 53-year-old Gorton fits as a proper candidate to oversee 
the Canadiens’ hockey operations. That he’d likely be hiring a first-time 
GM -- given the French criteria required to fill the role -- makes his 
experience that much more valuable. 

If not Gorton, Molson would be wise to hire someone with a resume 
that’s as decorated in order to help revamp the Canadiens’ 
administration. With the trade deadline looming in March and the 
Canadiens likely to land in the top-10 -- if not first overall -- in a draft 
they’re hosting in 2022, much of the planning must be done now. 

Despite Molson’s deafening silence since the start of training camp, it’s 
clear now that he understands that. Hence all the off-ice action on 
Saturday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mikko Koskinen shines on Vegas stage in Oilers' win over 
Golden Knights 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

November 27, 2021, 11:55 PM 

 

That the Edmonton Oilers won their second and final game this season in 
Vegas to complete a tidy opening quarter with a 15-5 record is admirable, 
if not a tad surprising. That Mikko Koskinen was the first star in the game, 
well, whoever saw that coming? 

In a season where the Oilers haven’t seen their No. 1 goalie Mike Smith 
since game No. 3, Koskinen has punched well above his weight. Or at 
least, the weight class fans and media placed him in while grousing 
about what a huge problem it would be if Smith was to go down. 

Koskinen stole the show on a Vegas Saturday night, making a series of 
hair-raising saves while the game was scoreless in the third period. 
Edmonton then built a 3-0 lead, and although the Golden Knights beat 
Koskinen twice, he closed out the night with 36 saves and a 3-2 win. 

“To start the game, I think he had five highlight-reel saves,” marvelled 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “Incredible stops to start the game and solid the 
rest of the night.” 

It was Koskinen’s second win at Las Vegas this young season. The 
Oilers took four points out of their two visits to T-Mobile Arena, 
surrendering none, and Koskinen opens Q2 with a .912 save percentage, 
a 2.89 goals-against average, and most importantly, an 11-2 record. 

“For me, this is one of the best places in the NHL to play,” Koskinen said. 
“You always know the fans are going to be loud and it will be a great 
atmosphere. A fun place to play. We did a good job in our two games 
here.” 

On the first night all season neither Connor McDavid nor Leon Draisaitl 
recorded a single point — the Oilers are now 6-47-8 when those two are 
both held pointless — Edmonton got goals from Nugent-Hopkins, Zach 
Hyman and Jesse Puljujarvi. The latter pair had six shots on net apiece, 
while young defenceman Philip Broberg logged the most ice time of any 
Oilers skater (23:34) in only his fourth NHL start. 

“We’re playing him so much, he’s not thinking about it. He’s just playing,” 
joked head coach Dave Tippett. “And it’s not as if he’s playing soft 
minutes. He’s playing hard, hard minutes — at the end of the game 
against a good team in Vegas.” 

Had Edmonton lost, the Golden Knights would have been just two points 
back in the Pacific standings. Now, with still three-quarters of the season 
to be played, the Oilers have a six-point bulge and a game in hand. 

Some thoughts on a win in a tough building, against a key division rival ... 

Blocking It Out 

What started out as a deluge, ended up as a tidy Oilers lead after 20 
minutes. It really could have gone the other way very easily, but it didn’t. 

“We survived the first 20 minutes, then got our legs going a little bit, and 
ended up leading 2-0 after the first period,” Koskinen said. “We got a lot 
of energy when Kris Russell got those two blocks and became the all-
time leader. They were not soft shots either. Like, full slappers. It’s 
crazy.” 

Russell has been an inspirational leader inside the four walls of 
Edmonton’s dressing room for a long time, among those who know 
what’s it like to get hit by the frozen vulcanized rubber. It’s one thing to 
get hit now and again, but Russell — who blocked four to move past 
Brent Seabrook and become the all-time NHL leader in shots blocked — 
has averaged seven per game in his 889-game career. 

Russell needed two blocks to pass Seabrook. He had three by the 9:00 
mark of the game, after a key early penalty kill. 

“We took a penalty early just so Rusty could get the blocks and get it out 
of the way,” Tippett joked. But the coach gathered the team after the 
game to pay homage to the game D-man. 

“We talked about it in the room after the game,” he said. “In the history of 
the game there is nobody who blocked more shots than Kris.” 

Tippett has heard the naysayers, folks who say the only reason Russell 
gets all those blocks is because he doesn’t have the puck. Well, find me 
a team that has the puck when it’s killing penalties, or late in games 
when the goalie is pulled? 

There are lots of players who are on the ice when the opponent is 
controlling the puck. But only one player — Russell — wears the crown. 

“If everybody knew how much it hurts,” Tippett said. “There are six blocks 
out of 10 that sort of hit you and (it’s not too bad) but there are four that 
really sting you, that really hurt. It’s really an amazing accomplishment 
and our team was really excited for him.” 

“He is always putting the team first,” added Koskinen. “It’s just every 
night — night after night. You always know when you put Rusty out there, 
what you’re going to get.” 

This 'N’ That 
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• Hyman was perhaps Edmonton’s best forward. He was all over the 
puck, and fought off Mark Stone from the blue-line in to score the 2-0 
goal on a breakaway. 

“Late in the shift too,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “He didn’t have all of his 
energy but he really protects the puck like no one else in the league. It’s 
not surprising he can fend off a guy like that, but to show the patience 
and skill to put it in a good spot like that its really impressive.” 

• Puljujarvi skated for the second game on the right side with centre Ryan 
McLeod and left-winger Warren Foegele. That line scored and wasn’t on 
for a goal against. The trio has taken over as Tippett’s preferred third 
unit. 

“(Puljujarvi) was good tonight. That whole line was — young McLeod, 
he’s really taken a step forward,” Tippett said. “What we’re trying to do 
there is to find a little more balance. A third line that is a threat ... makes 
us a better team. We’ve got to find a third line that is a factor in the 
games. Tonight they were a factor.” 

• Edmonton will take Sunday off and have a couple of practice days 
before the Pittsburgh Penguins visit Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: 6 players who should already be trade bait 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 27, 2021, 9:45 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. I’d like to publicly deny rumours 
of a rift between my stomach and a week of Mexican food during the 
Leafs’ California roadie. 

1. Time to start preparing the sales rack. 

While there is certainly no rush for bad teams to start making trades, 
there should also be some deadline game-planning afoot with the worst 
teams in hockey. 

We count eight NHL clubs that have already sunk under .500 and must 
leapfrog at least five teams to rally for a wildcard spot. 

In a league that hands out loser points as freely as bobbleheads, that’s a 
heckuva tall order. So, even with months left in the season, we’re telling 
the Sabres, Islanders, Canadiens, Senators, Blackhawks, Canucks, 
Kraken, and Coyotes to toss in the towel. 

Start getting ready to trade expiring assets. Get worse. Improve your 
odds of landing Shane Wright. 

(Detroit, Dallas and California: You’re safe for now, but let’s check back 
at Christmas.) 

Among those organizations that should be taking stock of what they may 
have to offer the rental market, the pickings are slim. But contenders 
should start thinking now about good talent worth pillaging from bad 
teams. 

Here’s an early peek at our 2022 All-Trade-Rental Team. 

Scott Wedgewood (G): The 29-year-old Arizona journeyman has quietly 
composed a .920 save percentage through 10 appearances with a 
generationally awful roster. Decent backup option. 

Ben Chiarot (LD): Montreal’s nasty stay-at-home defenceman skates 
roughly 23 minutes a night on the top unit, comes with a manageable 
$3.5-million cap hit, and is fresh off a Cup Final appearance. He should 
be the most coveted guy on this list. 

Colin Miller (RD): The Sabres right shot has already put up 11 points and 
is logging more than 20 minutes a night, mostly against top forwards. He 
might not crack an elite group’s top four but would upgrade most third 
pairings. 

Zach Sanford (LW): Sanford is only 27. He won a championship with St. 
Louis as a gritty depth winger, which is where he’d slot on a buyer. He 
currently has five goals with the Sens and is seeing some action on their 
top unit. 

Chris Tierney (C): We’ll stick in Kanata for this one. Decent rental centres 
will be hard to come by. A solid 3C, Tierney has five goals this season for 
Ottawa. 

Phil Kessel (RW): The 34-year-old potential Hall of Famer isn’t finding the 
net like the old days, but the two-time Cup champ still has 10 points in 20 
games. Kessel is only minus-2 on a minus-37 team and could be 
reinvigorated playing games that matter again. 

2. Juicy trade proposal floated out by Nick Kypreos this week. 

If the floundering Vancouver Canucks (6-12-2) are willing to surrender to 
a reset and wish to maximize a return, how many contenders would be 
lining up offers for captain Bo Horvat? 

The responsible two-way centre has two potential playoff runs on a 
contract that carries a friendly $5.5-million cap hit, and the rental market 
up the middle of the ice should be incredibly thin this season. 

When his deal expires in 2023, Horvat will be 28 years old and searching 
for an estimated seven years near $7 million per season. 

Will a long-term commitment to Horvat at that point align with a legitimate 
contention window for Vancouver? 

If not, it’s not so crazy to think this winter could be the best time to move 
on. 

What else does the club have to offer as a trade chip? Tyler Motte? Brad 
Hunt? Jaroslav Halak? Brandon Sutter? 

Compared to a Horvat blockbuster, those returns wouldn’t be in the same 
ballpark. 

3. With Auston Matthews’ bestie, Justin Bieber, fanning out in the crowd 
and the Maple Leafs ripping a season-high six goals Wednesday at 
Staples Center, I thought for sure Sheldon Keefe would reward the 
hottest team in hockey with a greenlight night and a day off during their 
annual California trip. 

No dice. 

Toronto is practising or playing every day during their L.A.–San Jose–
Anaheim swing. 

"We've really just tried to stay in our routine and stay really businesslike," 
Keefe explained. "We've tried to be very purposeful on this trip, in 
particular, to stay in a rhythm and a routine. We looked at maybe 
scheduling a day off [Thursday or Saturday], but we just felt on a trip 
such as this, where the weather is nice and there are some distractions 
and things, [it's best to] just keep the guys busy and keep working." 

Perhaps the Leafs have learned from a couple recent off-days in Florida 
that yielded less-than-responsible efforts on the ice. 

Morgan Rielly agrees with the coaching staff’s strategy. 

“I’m kinda with them. The most enjoyable thing you can do is win,” Rielly 
said. 

“Days off are fine if you want to go pick your own thing. But to win games 
and have the feeling in the room afterwards, that's plenty more enjoyable 
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than anything else you're gonna do with your spare time. That's why you 
play the game. 

“If we're able to keep our focus here, continue to work hard, continue to 
be healthy and put the time in here, and keep those wins coming, that's 
all we want.” 

4. Team Canada’s Sidney Crosby is trying not to follow the day-to-day 
uncertainty surrounding the NHL’s Olympic participation. 

“Some of that stuff you can’t control. I’m preparing like we’re going, and I 
think that’s the best way to look at it,” he says. 

Crosby finds it difficult to condense his experiences in Vancouver and 
Sochi into words. 

“It’s something you have to feel when you get there,” he said. “It’s so 
unique, not just because you’re playing for Team Canada but you’re 
representing your country as a whole and being part of the bigger athlete 
community. 

“It’s a rare opportunity. So if you get that opportunity, you try to make the 
most of it. Just an unbelievable experience.” 

Crosby’s Penguins coach, Mike Sullivan, will be in charge of game-
planning against his captain in Beijing. 

“We're operating under the assumption that we're going the Olympics, 
and we're doing everything within our power to try to prepare and put the 
US team in the best possible position,” says Sullivan, who will run the 
American bench. 

Sullivan made a point to reach out to Auston Matthews, whom he’d never 
met, for a brief Olympic chat on Oct. 23. 

The timing of that meeting was a tad awkward since Sullivan’s team had 
just beat up the Leafs 7-1. 

“It wasn't the greatest of circumstances. I really appreciated that he 
would take the time just to have a short conversation,” Sullivan said. 

“He's a generational talent. He's a very elite player. I'm excited to have 
the opportunity to work with him and get to know him on a personal note.” 

5. Here’s Sullivan on the club’s impending sale to Fenway Sports Group: 

“Well, I think they did a terrific job with the Red Sox. When you look at 
the success that team has enjoyed over the last 15, 20 years, since they 
took the team over, that team has had an awful lot of success. For me, 
leadership always starts at the top. I would envision them bringing the 
same type of leadership to the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“Having said that, I have so much respect for Ron [Burkle] and Mario 
[Lemieux] in the leadership they brought to our organization and the time 
that they’ve been the majority owners. So, we're very fortunate to 
potentially have two ownership groups that just provide the necessary 
resources and the leadership that gives us the best opportunity to have 
success.” 

6. So… lemme get this straight. 

The Maple Leafs have already played the Rangers, Penguins, Kings and 
Sharks twice each, but they don’t face the Florida Panthers — whom 
they’re chasing for the Atlantic Division crown — until March 27? 

This odd schedule quirk will see Toronto play 29(!) games against 
Western Conference opponents before their first meeting with a critical 
divisional rival. 

7. Kaapo Kakko, 2019’s second-overall pick, has three goals and three 
assists. Alexis Lafreniere, 2020’s first-overall pick, has five goals and one 
assist. The projected stars are tied for eighth in New York Rangers 
scoring and getting outproduced by 14 members of the 2021-22 rookie 
class. 

Coach Gerard Gallant has seen firsthand the gradual development of 
impact players like Jonathan Marchessault, Shea Theodore, and 

Aleksander Barkov, so he’s preaching patience (internally and externally) 
with Kakko and Lafreniere. 

“You look at those kids and you want more. But their time will come,” 
Gallant promises. 

He notes that Lafreniere’s two-way game is improving and the QMJHL 
superstar still isn’t benefitting from top-unit power-play reps. 

“He was the No. 1 overall pick for a reason,” Gallant says. 

8. How’s this for baller status? 

Thanks to showtime film producer and franchise co-owner Jerry 
Bruckheimer, the Seattle Kraken are now passing around Davy Jones’s 
hat from Pirates of the Caribbean as their player-of-the-game charm. 

9. Despite getting lit up for a touchdown against the Maple Leafs, 
Jonathan Quick is on pace to record his best save percentage (.928) 
since 2011-12, when he won his first Stanley Cup. 

Not that the competitive veteran cares. 

"The people that pay attention to those numbers, they usually are not 
watching the games or don't really have a great idea of what's going on 
in the games," Quick told reporters. "Be wary of the guys who really like 
to talk about those numbers. They usually don't know what they're talking 
about." 

So, what metrics does Quick look at? 

"Wins," he responded. "You know, f---, wins and points. You want to get 
wins and points. And if you get enough of them, you get to play in the 
tournament at the end. 

"You win 6-5, you feel good after the game, right? It doesn't matter that's 
what the score was. You lose 1-0, and you're leaving the game thinking 
what you could've done differently. The more games you play, the more 
you realize that's what it's about." 

Jack Campbell, who studied under Quick, once told me he set a goal of 
allowing two or less every night because the average score in an NHL 
game is 3-2. 

He’s not wrong. The average goals per game per team this season is 
2.95. 

10. Word is, Joe Sakic and the Colorado Avalanche did not engage too 
heavily in off-season contract extension talks with their long list of 
impending unrestricted free agents: Darcy Kuemper, Andre Burakovsky, 
Nazem Kadri, Valeri Nichushkin, Darren Helm, Kiefer Sherwood, Ryan 
Murray, Kurtis MacDermid, Jack Johnson, and Pavel Francouz. 

Sakic took a similar wait-and-see approach last season. After some 
white-knuckle talks, he was able to re-up with captain Gabriel Landeskog 
but lost goalie Philipp Grubauer to Seattle and had to scramble and pay a 
hefty price in the Kuemper trade. 

The riskiness of this approach is most evident up top. The entire 
Nichushkin-Kadri-Burakovsky line is playing for raises, and its been 
excellent. 

Kadri was the subject of some mild trade noise over the summer. Now, 
he’s fourth overall in league scoring (25 points) and leads his team in 
faceoff percentage and shots on goal. 

Of all the UFA centres in the Class of 2022, Kadri could be surpassing 
Tomas Hertl as the most coveted. 

11. Quote of the Week comes from Conway the Machine. 

The Buffalo rapper has a new album coming out soon, and I love this 
sporty bit of braggadocio from lead single “Piano Love”: “Press box at all 
the games, sittin’ next to the Pegulas” 

“Richest in my city, got my neck on Rick the Ruler/ Press box at all the 
games, sittin’ next to the Pegulas.” 
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12. Excellent job on the TNT broadcast with a mic’d-up Auston Matthews 
during Wednesday’s blowout of the Kings. 

Interviewing the player while he goes through his warmup routine as 
opposed to pulling him off to the side is a nice change, and Matthews’ 
reactions to his own goal and Jason Spezza’s were wholesome and 
priceless. 
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TSN.CA / Spezza looks back at career ahead of 1,200 career game 
Sunday night 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Jason Spezza will play game No. 1,200 of his National Hockey League 
career on Sunday.  

"They definitely mean something," the 38-year-old said of games-played 
milestones. "Every 100 is celebrated amongst players. It's a hard league 
to stay in for a long time so, obviously, I'm proud of playing that long. You 
just kind of keep moving forward, one foot in front of the other." 

What's the trick to that longevity?  

"One foot in front of the other," Spezza repeated with his trademark 
laugh. "There is no trick. I enjoy what I'm doing and it's not work for me ... 
You have good days and bad days, but I don't think I’ve ever been sick of 
the process. I enjoy the challenge."  

Spezza believes self-awareness is important.  

"A big skill, if you want to play for a long time, is just being honest in 
assessing how you're playing," he said. "If you wait until the coach tells 
you you're not playing good, a lot of times it's too late ... I've prided 
myself on evaluating my own game and when I'm going good and when 
I'm not and being able to stop the bad momentum and continue to build 
positive momentum. Individually, that's a skill you develop over time." 

He's also altered his value system. Spezza, the second overall pick in 
2001, is no longer measuring his game by goals and assists. He's a 
fourth-line player and has embraced that.  

"It's an adapt or die league and if you're not adapting then you're out," he 
noted. "I'm on a winning team. I'm finding a way to contribute in positive 
ways. We're getting shifts to the end of games and holding leads and 
drawing penalties and getting face-offs in the other team's zone to have 
the [Auston Matthews] line and the [John Tavares] line come out. Our 
second power play [unit] has been well organized and has given good 
momentum to us. Those are the ways I evaluate my game." 

It's noteworthy that Spezza, the oldest player on the team, has suited up 
in every game so far, including four back-to-back sets. Sheldon Keefe 
considered resting Spezza in one of the games, but the team likes what 
he's providing right now.  

"His versatility is important and also his leadership and his voice bring 
value," the coach said. "He's a guy who loves his rhythm and loves to 
play." 

Spezza takes the ice for every optional skate and he's usually the last 
non-scratch out there. The Toronto native is always doing something 
extra whether it be hammering one-timers from the corner or working on 
playing bounces off the boards. And he's always rotating between two or 
three sticks searching for the right feel.  

"You'd think it was Game No. 1 for him tomorrow by how excited he is 
every, single day," gushed goalie Jack Campbell. "He really is just 
enjoying every day. Sometimes you forget how much fun it is. It's a 
dream to play in the NHL and for Spezz to be at game 1,200 and having 
the same mindset is something we can all learn from." 

Spezza is also a cautionary tale for Toronto's stars. Despite racking up 
355 goals and 977 points over 19 seasons, Spezza has never lifted the 
Stanley Cup.  

"He's spoken at times about it," Keefe revealed. "There were times when 
he was a younger guy in Ottawa and they had some really good teams 
and he thought, 'We're going to win,' or 'We're going to be good forever,' 
but it's hard and you have to take advantage of every opportunity and 
day that you have." 

Perhaps it's fitting, in a way, that Spezza reaches this milestone moment 
in Anaheim, which is the site of his most crushing loss. Back in 2007, 
Spezza watched the Ducks celebrate a Stanley Cup at the Honda Center 
after beating his Senators.  

"It's a little bit of a house of horrors for me," he said with a smile. "Not 
going to say it's my favourite arena to come into so I'll try and come in 
tomorrow and get a win and get out of here."  

Spezza is encouraged by how much his team is winning of late. He 
believes this Leafs group can be special.  

"We know we've had our challenges," he said. "We know we've had our 
failures, but we're not going to have them be the weight of the world on 
us. We're trying to move forward and trying to be better every day." 

--- 

The Leafs are the hottest team in hockey, but they haven't enjoyed a full 
day off in more than a week. Rather than reward the players with time off 
in California, Keefe has opted to hold practices on the days between 
games in order to maintain a businesslike approach.  

"We're at work," said gritty winger Wayne Simmonds, who snapped a 17-
game goal drought in Friday's win. "We didn't come out here for vacation. 
We're here to play hockey. We don't expect to get days off and enjoy the 
sun and all that type of stuff. No, that's not what we're here for." 

The Leafs have 11 wins in November, the most ever in a calendar month 
in franchise history, but no one seems all that satisfied.  

"Maybe we've learned from past years," said William Nylander, "where 
we've played a couple of really good games and then we just relax and 
take our foot off the gas." 

"Things are going good, but there's always that feeling in the back of your 
mind," said Tavares. "We got a long ways to go here. We can't get 
comfortable or feel like things are all in a good place." 

Keefe and the players weren't exactly pleased with the overall effort at 
five-on-five in San Jose, especially in the third period when they failed to 
lock things down.  

On Saturday, Keefe ran a brisk 22-minute practice. 

"Just the amount of skill that we have on this team, it's almost harder to 
practice than it is playing a game sometimes," Simmonds said. "So, I 
think that's a good thing ...We're one of the hardest-practising teams that 
I've been on in my career." 

No days off: Leafs are all business in California 

Despite being hotter than the weather down in California right now, the 
Maple Leafs opted not to take a day off on Saturday. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

--- 

After sitting out Thursday's practice and not playing in Friday's game, 
Campbell is ready to get back in net on Sunday against the Ducks.  
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"You get that little bit of bounce back in your step," said the 29-year-old. 
"Not to say I was super tired yet in this year, I think it's just more for later 
on. It feels good getting a little rest."  

Campbell learned a lot about how to conserve energy last season.  

"The biggest thing is managing practice habits," he said. "I've always had 
that back-up mindset where every practice, every puck, you're battling as 
hard as you can, which is really important. Even still, to this day, I do that, 
but you have to pick and choose when to do that and how often to do that 
and it's not just an automatic. It helps the wear and tear and making sure 
you have the competitiveness for the game. That's the biggest thing I've 
learned."   

Early in his days with the Leafs, Campbell used to stay out late after 
practices playing different fun games with the guys. On Saturday, he left 
the ice soon after Keefe whistled the session over while Petr Mrazek, 
who's working his way back from a groin injury, enjoyed a fun game with 
the leading scorers on the team.  

"That's always been so much fun," Campbell acknowledged. "I used to 
be in there every day after practice, especially in L.A. Those games are 
so much fun. There's a time and place when I'll definitely join them, but 
big game tomorrow and I'll get ready for that." 

Campbell has played in 17 of Toronto's 22 games this season. 

'You get a bounce back in your step': Leafs' Campbell feeling refreshed 

After getting some much-needed rest, Jack Campbell has learned how to 
manage himself better in order to stay as fresh as possible for the grind 
of the regular season. Campbell says although he appreciates the time 
off he gets, he does miss competing with his teammates. 

---  

Ex-Duck Ondrej Kase has been ruled out of his homecoming game. The 
winger is dealing with an upper-body injury. 

The absence of Kase has opened the door for Kyle Clifford to make his 
season debut with the Leafs on Sunday. He skated on a line with Spezza 
and Pierre Engvall at practice.  

"He's a good presence on the bench and the dressing room just to keep 
guys even keel," observed Keefe. "He's not the most loud or vocal guy, 
but he's very good at talking to players, you know, the guy next to him 
and the guy in the dressing room and those kind of things. He's a calming 
influence that way. I like that about him. He's just a pro. I mean, all our 
guys here are pros, but he's a pro's pro, I guess, if you will." 

Clifford was acquired by the Leafs last week from St. Louis and was 
assigned to the American Hockey League where he played two games. 
He was recalled for this road trip and has taken part in three practices.  

"In the limited time we've seen him, he's brought what I expect, which is 
energy and competitiveness, work ethic, all those kind of things," Keefe 
said. "So, it's a real good chance to get him in the lineup here at the end 
of a long trip." 

Kirill Semyonov, who replaced Kase in the lineup on Friday, will be a 
healthy scratch on Sunday.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Clifford set for debut; Kase still out 

With Ondrej Kase missing out on his homecoming game with an upper-
body injury, recently acquired Kyle Clifford will make his season debut 
with the Maple Leafs against the Sharks. Mark Masters has more on 
what Keefe likes about the veteran winger and the opportunity Travis 
Dermott has after being a healthy scratch the last four games. 

---  

For the first time this season, Matthews has scored in consecutive 
games. Best known for a lethal wrist shot, the 24-year-old centre is going 
to the dirty areas of the ice in an effort to jumpstart his five-on-five 
scoring.   

"You see some of the goals Auston's scored of late, being in the right 
spots, fighting for positioning and scoring in and around the net, those 
are the types of goals that are hard to earn," said Keefe. "They're 
available if you can work like that especially for a guy like Auston who is 
so big and strong and fast that he's a lot to handle when he gets inside 
that slot area and you're trying to defend him off the puck." 

Entering Saturday's games, Matthews led the league in rebound scoring 
chances and was second in rebound goals, per Sportlogiq.  

"There hasn't been an abundance of chances available on the rush for 
our team," Keefe noted. "Teams have been doing a good job defending 
us in that regard. Anaheim will do that. One of the things I've been happy 
with through this trip is how our team's adapted to that and found 
different ways to score."  

    Alex Ovechkin leads the league in even-strength goals & points. Only 
1 of his 18 goals via PP 1-timer. 

    Auston Matthews leads the league in rebound scoring chances, 2nd in 
rebound goals. 

Nylander fired a season high eight shots on net in Friday's win. He had 
only recorded eight shots on net in his previous five games combined.  

"I was slipping in my shots," he said. "I wasn't really putting stuff to the 
net." 

Nylander's first shot of the night was a slick breakaway move, which 
opened the scoring. It snapped a seven game goal drought for the 25-
year-old Swede.  

"Nice for myself," he acknowledged. "I mean, I wanted to score a goal. 
The past couple games I haven't really scored."   
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USA TODAY / Kings' Brendan Lemieux ejected for allegedly biting 
Senators' Brady Tkachuk 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Brendan Lemieux was kicked out of Saturday's game after Ottawa 
Senators captain Brady Tkachuk said the Los Angeles Kings forward bit 
him. 

The two got involved in a prolonged third-period altercation that 
continued with both on the ice and the linesmen trying to separate them. 

Tkachuk pointed to his hand as he got up and appeared to say to the 
referee, "He bit me." 

The two continued to jaw at each other in the penalty box, and Tkachuk 
again showed his hands to a referee. The play was reviewed and 
Lemieux received a match penalty, which means an automatic review by 
the league and a potential suspension. 

"It’s outrageous," Tkachuk said after the game, according to the Ottawa 
Sun. "Kids don’t even do that anymore. Babies do that. I don’t even know 
what he was thinking, he’s just a complete brick head. He’s got nothing 
up there. Bad guy, bad player, but what a joke he is." 

The Kings won 4-2. 

Lemieux, then with the New York Rangers, was suspended for two 
games in 2018 for an illegal check to the head. 
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Lemieux is the son of Claude Lemieux and Tkachuk the son of Keith 
Tkachuk. Their fathers fought each other in the 1996 World Cup of 
Hockey. 
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