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Late penalties spoil Hurricanes’ return home. What we learned in Canes’ loss to Caps 

By Chip Alexander 

It seemed like old times Sunday at PNC Arena 

The Washington Capitals were in the house to play the 
Carolina Hurricanes. Peter Laviolette was back in the 
building. The Caps’ Alex Ovechkin was hunting goals, Tom 
Wilson was looking to bash people and the fans were into it 
from the opening draw of the Metropolitan Division game. 

Said Canes center Sebastian Aho: “There’s a little bit of 
history there.” 

And now a little more. The Caps came away with a 4-2 
victory Sunday, taking the lead with a late power-play goal 
from Dmitry Orlov to hold off a third-period rally by the 
Canes. 

The Canes (15-4-1) and Caps (14-3-5) had not faced off at 
PNC Arena since January 2020, their oft-heated Metro rivalry 
interrupted by the pandemic. After a season hiatus, their first 
meeting of the 2021-22 season came with the divisional lead 
on the line between two of the best teams in the league. 

For the Canes, it came after two weeks of charter flights, 
hotel rooms, restaurant food, team bus rides and six away 
games. It also came two days after a 6-3 win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers in the final game of the trip, and the 
Canes had plenty of zip Sunday. 

Orlov’s goal, with 2:55 left regulation, came soon after the 
Caps failed to convert on 1:30 of a five-on-three advantage. 
Defenseman John Carlson, who had assisted on two goals, 
sealed it with an empty-net goal. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, while calling the Caps a 
“great team that gives you nothing” was not happy with the 
way the game ended. Neither were a lot of Canes fans, who 
were loudly booing the refs in the final minutes. 

A holding penalty against Canes rookie Seth Jarvis with five 
minutes left in regulation, followed by a slashing call 30 
seconds later against Aho gave the Caps the 5-on-3 
advantage. The Canes killed off the Jarvis penalty, but Orlov 
quickly scored on a shot at the post. 

“It’s a tough way to end the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It was 
a great hockey game. I thought we had a great third period, 
just did everything we could. It’s unfortunate. 

“What are you going to do? It’s tough. The first penalty is a 
penalty for sure. We blew our coverage there, which we 
didn’t do any of that the whole period, then all of a sudden 
took a little breath and that’s what they do to you. Give up a 
breakaway and take a penalty.” 

While there was no dispute on the Jarvis holding call against 
Nick Jensen, it was Aho’s penalty -- the center breaking the 
stick of forward Aliaksei Protas along the boards -- that had 
Brind’Amour howling mad behind the bench. Ovechkin first 
raised his arm, then the referee. 

“I get it but a tough call,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a nothing 
play. We actually have the puck. Like, we’re getting it. I get it, 
why they call those, but I kind of felt like their guy called it. 
He kind of gave the ol’ yell at the ref and he decides to call it. 

“But it is what it is. I mean that’s a penalty. Can’t do it. And 
that’s your game. That’s the frustrating part for everybody, 
right, it was a great game and it ends like that. They kind of 
took it out of our hands but it is what it is.” 

The Canes trailed 2-0 after the second period but had the 
building rumbling as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and then Nino 
Niederreiter scored — both on open shots in the slot — to tie 
it in the third. 

The first period was without a goal but not without action. 
The second period belonged to the Caps, who ramped up 
their forecheck and got goals from Ovechkin and Protas, who 
scored his first NHL goal. 

For more than 46 minutes, the Canes couldn’t solve 
Samsonov. That ended when Kotkaniemi found open ice 
between the circles, took a pass from Jordan Martinook and 
beat Samsonov for his fifth of the season -- the Canes’ fourth 
line producing at 6:22 of the third. 

Niederreiter then tied it at 13:32 of the period, seconds after 
a Canes power play ended. Defenseman Brett Pesce took a 
hit in the offensive zone to get the puck on the right side to 
Martin Necas, who found Niederreiter open for his fourth of 
the season. 

The Canes had needed some good penalty killing to stay 
within reach, shutting down two Washington power plays in 
the second period and another early in the third period. But 
Orlov converted. 

“Frustrating a little bit because we were doing good on the 
penalty kill all (game),” Aho said. “We felt confident we could 
kill that again and have a little push at the end. But 5-on-3’s 
are tough. It was a tough one.” 

The power play again was a problem for the Canes, who 
have gone six games without a power-play goal. The Canes 
had two first-period power plays but managed two shots, 
then another in the third. 

Ovechkin, who had his 28th career hat trick Friday against 
Florida, had an easy tap-in at 11:58 of the second. The Caps 
made it 2-0 just 59 seconds later, moments after a brief 
encounter between Canes goalie Frederik Andersen and 
Evgeny Kuznetsov. After Andersen had shoved away 
Kuznetsov with his blocker, Portas centered a pass that 
bounced off the skate of defenseman Tony DeAngelo at 
12:57. 

“I thought we came out really strong and had a really good 
first period,” Niederreiter said. “We kind of dictated the game 
most of the time and (the Caps) obviously got a couple of 
goals and we fought back, which is definitely great.” 
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The physicality picked up in the second. Canes defenseman 
Brendan Smith took Wilson to the ice at one point, although 
the gloves stayed on. Jarvis took an elbow in the ear from 
Nic Dowd. The Canes got in some big hits. 

Laviolette coached the Canes to the 2006 Stanley Cup, with 
Brind’Amour as his captain. On Sunday, he again was 
behind the Caps bench coaching against him. 

“It became a real competitive game,” Laviolette said. “It was 
fast. There wasn’t much space out there. They’re a really 
good team.”

 

 

 

Changes in Montreal, Islanders cancellations and how do you make a Top 5 with 10 
deserving teams? 

By Sean McIndoe 

What if five is the wrong number? 

This came up in the comment section of last week’s post, but 
it’s worth exploring in a bit more detail here. I do a top and 
bottom five every week in this column, because that seems 
like a good number to let us explore the most newsworthy 
teams without getting bogged down in the mushy middle 
that’s often just not that interesting in this league. 

But the thing is that it’s five teams every week, no matter 
what. That might seem to imply that there’s always a five-
team tier at each end of the spectrum, and of course that’s 
not always true. Often, the gap between fifth and sixth is a 
small one, if it’s even there at all. Sometimes, there isn’t 
much gap between third or fourth and ninth or tenth. 

That’s kind of what’s happening so far this year, at least for 
one of the rankings. At the bottom, we really are starting to 
get some separation with five bad teams. But on the good 
side of the ledger, there’s a very strong case to be made for 
a handful of teams we don’t have room for. I think we’d all 
agree the Panthers and Hurricanes are still safely top-five 
teams. My long-term view means the Avalanche have to be 
there, and the Lightning should get some benefit of the 
doubt. I’ve mostly bought into the Oilers. That’s five teams 
right there, and I don’t think anyone would argue that any of 
those are controversial picks. But it still leaves us with at 
least five teams that have an extremely strong case for a 
spot. The “really good teams” club is a very crowded place 
right now. 

I can’t fit everyone in, but in the interest of inclusion (and a 
futile attempt to limit the number of angry “BUT WHAT 
ABOUT” screeds in the comment section), let’s make the 
case for five more teams. 

Calgary Flames: They’ve already won four in a row twice this 
year and are so good defensively that they’ve yet to go more 
than three games without a shutout. The underlying numbers 
are very good, the way they always are with Darryl Sutter 
teams. If the Oilers are going to get a spot each and every 
week, a Flames team that’s been keeping pace with them all 
year should be there too, right? 

Vegas Golden Knights: They’ve been inconsistent all year, 
but at their best, they can look scary good. We didn’t see that 

on Saturday, but they’re getting healthy again, and if we’re 
looking long-term then we should probably discount the 
stretch where they were missing Mark Stone and Max 
Pacioretty. Oh, and Jack Eichel is waiting in the wings. If 
everyone’s in place by the time the playoffs start, do you 
really think there will be five teams with better Cup odds? 

Toronto Maple Leafs: After a wobbly start that had dumb 
people panicking, they’ve been rolling for five straight weeks. 
They’re the Leafs, so we need to see it in the postseason. 
But the scary thing is that these days they’re winning with 
playoff-style defense — 14 of their 16 wins, including all four 
on this four-game road trip, have seen them give up two 
goals or less. Two-thirds of their games have featured a total 
of five goals or less. Those first few weeks of the season still 
count, but if you wanted to argue that the Leafs have been 
the league’s best team ever since, I’m not sure you’d be 
wrong. 

Washington Capitals: Yeah, it turns out the window hasn’t 
closed yet. They’re a top-five team by points percentage, and 
already have regulation wins over the Panthers, Hurricanes 
and Avalanche. Yes, they’ve padded their record with five 
loser points, but that’s a two-sided coin because it means 
they’re 0-5 in overtime and shootouts, meaning they’re 14-
and-3 when it comes to real hockey. Alexander Ovechkin 
looks unstoppable, Evgeny Kuznetsov is having a breakout 
and Nicklas Backstrom hasn’t even played a game yet. 

New York Rangers: This was supposed to be the transition 
year, where they took the in-between step from missing the 
playoffs to eventually contending. But they’ve been banking 
points pretty much all year, and it’s time to start taking them 
seriously. They’re young and getting better, and already 
winning without getting much from Alexis Lafreniere or 
Kaapo Kakko, so the ceiling might be even higher than what 
we’re already seeing. The key here is probably Igor 
Shesterkin, who’s in his first season as the unquestioned 
starter and looks like he might be one of the best goalies in 
the league. If so, Gerard Gallant has a ton to work with here. 

So what do you do with these five teams knocking at the 
door? Spoiler: We’re letting one of them in, as we get a 
newcomer to the top five this week. Let’s find out who … 
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Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts 

When you can’t agree on who should break the single-
season assist record for left wingers: 

5. Washington Capitals (14-3-5, +26 true goals differential*) 
— OK, I’m guessing my attempt to build some suspense in 
that first section didn’t really work. Of course it’s the Caps 
who are moving up into the top five, bumping out the 
Lightning, and there’s obviously a case that they should be 
higher than this. They’re technically in first place overall — at 
least based on points, although not points percentage. 
Maybe that’s the next chapter. In the meantime, it’s 
Ovechkin’s world and we’re all just living in it. 

4. Florida Panthers (14-4-3, +23) — They had a tough 
weekend, going pointless against the Caps and Kraken. 
That’s not the end of the world, but the Lightning continue to 
stay in the hunt and the Leafs have caught them in total 
points, with a game in hand the only thing keeping Florida in 
the top spot in a division where getting the first seed will be 
crucial. That’s not to suggest we should be worried, but it’s 
worth at least nudging them down a spot or two while we see 
how this all plays out. They’ve got the Capitals again 
tomorrow. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (15-5-0, +16) — Saturday’s matchup in 
Vegas felt like it had the potential to be one of those 
statement games, and while the Oilers didn’t dominate, they 
came away with a well-earned regulation win. Maybe more 
impressively, they did it without Connor McDavid or Leon 
Draisaitl leading the way. 

Now they’re home for seven of their next eight, a stretch that 
will include a few more statement games against the 
Hurricanes and Maple Leafs. And sure, I know we’re all 
waiting for the goaltending to turn into a pumpkin, but what if 
it doesn’t? 

2. Colorado Avalanche (11-6-1, +16) — The loss to the Stars 
was a weird blip in what’s been an otherwise impressive run, 
and it took them one night to get back to scoring a ton 
against the Predators. This time it was Mikko Rantanen 
leading the way with a hat trick, while Cale Makar and the 
surprising Nazem Kadri continued to rack up points. I know 
I’m beating a dead horse here, but the Avalanche are rolling 
teams without Nathan MacKinnon. I don’t care what the 
record says, are there really many teams you’d place a Cup 
bet on right now before Colorado? Any at all? 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (15-4-1, +23) — Yes, they lost to the 
Capitals but are still ranked ahead of them. Somebody 
please catch any Washington fans up on the whole “long 
term” thing. We don’t overreact to one game around here. 
(Usually. OK, sometimes. Come to think of it, it really 
depends. Look, we tend to move teams around slowly is 
what we’re saying.) 

Hey, here’s a fun one from the rumor mill: 

According to @JeffMarek, the Carolina Hurricanes have 
reached out to the Stars inquiring about John Klingberg.  

Klingberg is a UFA after this season and is reportedly looking 
for a very big number on his next deal, which might not make 
sense for the Stars. It might not make sense for the 
Hurricanes either, but that’s OK if they’re pushing some 
chips into the middle for a Cup run this year. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — I know, I hear you Wild fans. 
Not only did you not make the top five, you didn’t even make 
the list of the next five up above, even though you’ve got a 
better record than the Avalanche or Golden Knights and just 
beat the Lightning. The disrespect! 

And sure, the Wild have been good this year. They stomped 
the Jets last week, chasing Connor Hellebuyck and staking 
their claim as the Central’s best non-Avs team. The question 
is whether we should ditch that “non-Avs” qualifier, and I’m 
just not there yet. The Wild have a good record, but it’s been 
padded by OT/SO wins, and even after yesterday they’re still 
just 1-3-1 against the contender combo pack of the 
Lightning, Panthers, Knights and Avalanche. 

Still, they’re a good team that looks like they’ll cruise to a 
playoff spot and be a tough out for whoever they meet there. 
For a fan base that’s been stuck in the middle forever, that 
should make for a fun year. 

OK, now on to getting yelled at by Bruins fans for not putting 
them in the top five or the next five or the not ranked… 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

They haven’t been in the bottom five for a few weeks but let’s 
check in on Chicago and see how things are … oh. 

5. Seattle Kraken (7-13-1, -15) — They’ve hit their first 
legitimately good stretch of the year, with wins in three of 
four, all of which came against top contenders. Now they get 
the Sabres and Red Wings, so we’ll see if they can keep the 
momentum going. If so, this might be the last week we see 
them in this section, at least for a while. 

4. Montreal Canadiens (6-15-2, -29) — The headline here is 
that the Canadiens are awful. No, really, that’s the headline. 
They’ve had five games after a win this year, and have lost 
all five while giving up 25 goals. That’s the sort of thing that 
costs people their jobs, and … yeah, here we are. 

The front office shakeup has finally arrived, with Marc 
Bergevin and Scott Mellanby out, former Rangers’ GM Jeff 
Gorton reportedly on the way in, and a search for a new (and 
bilingual) GM underway. 

The changes are seismic and feel stunning in the wake of 
how close this team came to winning the Stanley Cup just a 
few months ago. They’re also the right move; as we pointed 
out last week, you don’t want crucial long-term roster 
decisions being made by a lame-duck GM who may have 
one eye on his offseason market value. So who gets the job 
now? If you’re a Habs fan, you want the best candidate 
possible. If you’re anyone else, you’re begging for Patrick 
Roy. 
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However you slice it, at least the Habs are willing to actually 
make the tough decisions. Which brings us to … 

3. Vancouver Canucks (6-14-2, -22) — I’ve always been a 
sucker for a good columnist carve-up on a bad team, so I’ll 
just let Thomas Drance take the wheel. 

2. Ottawa Senators (4-14-1, -27) — The weirdest story of the 
weekend was Brendan Lemieux biting Brady Tkachuk. 

That earned Lemieux a match penalty and in-person hearing 
with the Department of Player Safety, so a long suspension 
is incoming. The whole thing is completely bizarre, although I 
guess we have to give the writers credit for the long-term 
booking. 

The other big news over the weekend was Matt Murray being 
waived. There was zero chance he’d be claimed, given that 
he carries a cap hit north of $6 million through 2024. The 
move feels like an admission that the trade and signing was 
a failure, which it probably was, but where do you go from 
here? It’s not like Murray is being pushed out from stellar 
NHL-ready goaltending elsewhere in the organization. And 
remember, he has one of those Senator-style contracts that’s 
significantly back-loaded, meaning even a buyout would be 
painful for the notoriously cash-strapped team. As Ian puts it, 
it’s been a disastrous month and there are lots of questions 
to be answered. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (4-15-2, -36) — The Senators have 
actually slipped past the Coyotes for last place overall in 
points percentage, but I’m not going to consider moving 
Ottawa into the bottom spot; I don’t think the week after a 
COVID-19 outbreak is the right time to be drawing 
conclusions about how the rest of the season will play out. 

So, it’s at least one more week for the Coyotes, who had a 
light week of two games and managed the usual zero points. 
At this point there’s not all that much to say about these 
guys; they’re rebuilding, they’re bad, the coach and GM are 
safe, and it’s probably too early to start talking about a Phil 
Kessel trade. At least us history nerds can keep one eye on 
the record book. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — Last week, I made my 
case that their terrible start didn’t actually count, because 
they hadn’t played any home games while waiting for their 
new arena to open. 

Then they had their first homestand, and went 0-4-0 while 
scoring three goals. Uh, thanks guys. Appreciate you helping 
me look good. 

So now what? They’ve lost eight straight, all in regulation. 
They’re a dozen points back of a playoff spot, albeit with 
games in hand. Even in terms of points percentage, they’re 
about to pass the Canucks on the way to the bottom of the 
standings. The Canucks. 

And maybe it still doesn’t count. This team is slogging 
through a COVID-19 outbreak that’s hit a huge chunk of the 
roster and cancelled games scheduled for yesterday and 
tomorrow; there’s a very good case to be made that they 
shouldn’t even have been playing some of last week’s 
games. Their entire blue line right now makes less than 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson. Until they’re healthy — and really 
healthy, not just “off the COVID-19 list and playing again” 
healthy — we still don’t know what this team is. 

The problem is we’re going to be a quarter of the way into 
the season by then, and whether we like it or not, those 
games do count. Maybe we get the real Islanders at some 
point, but if they’re double-digits back of a playoff spot at that 
point, it probably doesn’t matter. They’re done. It’s over. The 
dream season is finished before it ever started. 

That’s the worst-case, and maybe we’re not there yet. They 
probably have to play at around a 105 or 110-point pace for 
the rest of the year to get back into the playoff mix, and if you 
believe that they were a legitimate Cup contender heading 
into the season then maybe that’s doable. It’s not 
inconceivable that we’ll get to April and Barry Trotz will have 
the Islanders right there, and we’ll all be pretending that we 
never doubted it would happen. 

Maybe it plays out that way. Right now, it feels a lot more 
likely that they get better, but better isn’t enough to get them 
out of the huge hole they’ve dug themselves. If so, at some 
point the front office has to make a call about what comes 
next. Given that it’s Lou Lamoriello, that means all bets are 
off. 

Islander fans, where are you at with this team? What do you 
even want them to do at this point?
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Capitals use late PP goal to win, take NHL’s top spot from Hurricanes 

Carolina dropped to 15-4-1 on the season and two points 
behind Washington in the Metropolitan Division 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals hadn’t played each other in more than 22 months, 
finally renewing their rivalry Sunday afternoon at PNC Arena. 

The top two teams in the NHL didn’t disappoint. 

In a game filled with high-paced play and physicality, the 
Hurricanes erased a two-goal Capitals lead in the third 
period only to see Dmitry Orlov score a power play goal right 
as a two-man advantage expired to give Washington a 4-2 
win in front of a sellout crowd to take over the top spot in the 
league’s overall standings. 

After Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis was forced to take a 
holding penalty on a Nick Jensen scoring opportunity with 
five minutes remaining, Sebastian Aho was called for 
slashing after breaking Aliaksei Protas’ stick 30 seconds later 
to give Washington a prolonged 5-on-3. 

Carolina killed off the Jarvis penalty, but before he could get 
back into the play to help kill the remainder of the Aho 
penalty, Orlov scored on a cross-ice feed from Tom Wilson 
to give the Capitals the game-winner. John Carlson added 
an empty-net goal with under two minutes left to complete 
the scoring. 

“The first penalty’s a penalty for sure. … The other one, I get 
it,” said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who was irate 
on the bench after the Aho penalty was called. “It’s a tough 
call when you’re down one (player) at that time to call one. 
It’s a nothing play. We actually had the puck. 

“Like, we’re getting it. I get it, why they call those, but it kind 
of felt like (Protas) called it. He kind of gave the old yell at the 
ref and then he decides to call it. But it is what it is. That’s a 
penalty.” 

The loss overshadowed a third period comeback by the 
Hurricanes, who trailed by two entering the final period after 
Washington scored twice in 59 seconds near the game’s 
midway point but got goals by Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino 
Niederreiter to tie the score. 

“I think it was a pretty good period overall,” Aho said of the 
third. “We get the two goals and came back in the game, so 
it’s always nice that we can do that as a group.” 

Kotkaniemi put Carolina on the board with a goal in the 
second straight game. 

Jordan Martinook won a board battle and centered to 
Kotkaniemi in the high slot, and the 21-year-old buried a 
wrist shot past Ilya Samsonov’s glove to halve the Capitals’ 
lead at 6:22 of the third. 

The Hurricanes then got the equalizer at 13:32 of the third 
when Niederreiter scored from a similar place on the ice and 
spot on Samsonov (30 saves) just as a Carolina power play 
expired to make it 2-2. 

“It’s always good to get a get on the scoresheet,” said 
Niederreiter, who scored his first goal in a month after 
missing more than two weeks with an injury and going 
without one in the six games since he returned to the lineup. 
“But at the end of the day, it wasn’t enough to win the hockey 
game.” 

That erased the lead Washington had built in the middle of 
the second period. 

Capitals captain Alexander Ovechkin scored the 749th goal 
of his career and 19th of the season on a tap-in of an Orlov 
pass to open the scoring at 11:58 of the middle frame. Protas 
then got his first career NHL goal when he centered a pass 
that hit Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s skate and 
snuck past Frederik Andersen (21 saves) at 12:57 of the 
second. 

“I thought the game was dead even,” Brind’Amour said of the 
first two periods. “They got a lucky bounce — which, that 
happens — and they capitalized on one and we didn’t on a 
couple of our chances.” 

Brind’Amour — facing Peter Laviolette, who coached the 
Hurricanes’ 2006 Stanley Cup team Brind’Amour captained 
— wasn’t surprised the level of play and intensity of the two 
teams was quick to reignite in their first meeting of the 
season. 

“That’s a great team,” Brind’Amour said of the Capitals. 
“Great team over there. They give you nothing, and you had 
to earn every chance tonight.” 

That didn’t overshadow Brind’Amour’s disappointment of 
having the game decided on two late penalties. 

“You want to let the guys that are out there decide it, and 
that’s not really what happened,” he said. 
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Notes: DeAngelo extended his point streak to five games 
with an assist on Kotkaniemi’s goal. … Andersen is 2-3-0 in 
his last five starts after starting the season 9-1-0. … Vincent 

Trocheck has now gone six games without a point, his 
longest drought since a six-game stretch from Nov. 22, 2016, 
to Dec. 3, 2016, when he was still with Florida.

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Edged In Return Home By Caps 

Tightly contested affair decided by third period power play 
goal 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals battled to a 4-2 final Sunday afternoon at PNC 
Arena, with the home side coming up just short.  

A tight, playoff-like contest started with a scoreless first 
period, but the overarching theme was the physical nature of 
things. Undoubtedly the most intense game of the 
Hurricanes season to date, the history of the head-to-head 
series showed itself, with the two sides engaging the 
Carolina crowd. 

The intensity grew as the game continued on, keeping the 
scoreless trend beyond the midway point of the second 
period. Shortly after that mark though, Washington's Dmitry 
Orlov began his notable afternoon, dropping off a pass for 
Alexander Ovechkin at the back door to make it a 1-0 game. 

Less than a minute later it was 2-0. 

A centering feed from Aliaksei Protas caught the back of 
Tony DeAngelo's leg, bouncing past Andersen to give the 
visitors a 2-0 lead. 

That score would carry into the third, when Carolina would 
begin mounting their comeback. 6:22 in, Jordan Martinook 
setup a wonderful release from Jesperi Kotkaniemi to cut 
Washington's lead in half.  

Then, seven minutes later, Nino Niederreiter closed out a 
Canes transition sequence, also burying glove-side high to 
even the game at 2-2. 

The push was on and in full effect for Rod Brind'Amour's 
squad, however, unfortunately two penalties just 30 seconds 
apart gave Washington all the advantage they needed, as 

Orlov would slide the game-winner past Andersen on the 
power play with just 2:55 remaining. An empty net goal from 
John Carlson wrapped up his three point game. 

They Said It: 

Nino Niederreiter on today's play by his team: 

"I thought we came out really strong. We had a really good 
first period that dictated the game, most of the time. They got 
a couple goals, we fought back, which was definitely great, 
but at the end of the day, some of the penalties killed." 

Sebastian Aho on the team's schedule of a long flight 
Thursday, game Friday afternoon, off day Saturday and an 
afternoon game today before getting right back on the plane 
tomorrow: 

"Those are just excuses if you go by schedule stuff. Every 
team has stretches of their schedule that aren't ideal. It's 82 
games at the end of the day, you can't feel fresh for every 
single one of them. I was just happy to play in front of a good 
crowd. It think it was a good battle." 

Rod Brind'Amour on today's challenge: 

"That's a great, great team. They give you nothing. We had 
to earn every chance tonight. For two periods it was just 
dead even. Even though we were down two, I thought the 
game felt dead even. They got a lucky bounce and 
capitalized on one and that's what happened. Even in the 
third [at even strength], we gave up a two-on-one and then 
they had one go off the post, but that was it. I thought we did 
a great job coming back." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes will practice at PNC Arena Monday morning 
before getting right back on the road again, this time flying to 
Dallas for a Tuesday night contest.
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Carlson scores three points, Capitals recover to defeat Hurricanes 

Orlov breaks tie late after Washington loses two-goal lead in 
third 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Dmitry Orlov scored on the power play 
with 2:55 remaining, and the Washington Capitals held on for 
a 4-2 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on 
Sunday. 

John Carlson had a goal and two assists, and Alex Ovechkin 
scored for the Capitals (14-3-5), who have won three in a 
row. Ilya Samsonov made 30 saves and is 9-0-1 this season. 

"It became a real competitive game," Washington coach 
Peter Laviolette said. "It was fast, there wasn't a lot of space 
out there." 

Orlov took a pass across the slot from Tom Wilson on the 
go-ahead goal. The goal came five seconds after the 
Hurricanes had killed 90 seconds of a 5-on-3 power play for 
Washington. 

"It was a great moment for us to win the game," Orlov said. 
"We had a lot of shots, a lot of recoveries. That power play 
was huge for us. I kind of knew I got maybe a little chance at 
the net, so I tried to come there and have a strong shot." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino Niederreiter scored for the 
Hurricanes (15-4-1), who rallied from down two goals in the 
third period. Frederik Andersen made 21 saves. 

"That's a tough way to end a game," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was a great game. I thought we had a 
great third period. I thought we did everything we could." 

Niederreiter tied the game 2-2 at 13:32 of the third period 
after a turnover by Lars Eller in the neutral zone. Martin 
Necas passed to Niederreiter, who lifted a wrist shot under 
the crossbar from between the circles. 

"I try to shoot wherever it's open. I'm glad it went in," 
Niederreiter said. "It's obviously good to get on the 
scoresheet, but at the end of the day it wasn't enough to win 
the hockey game, so that's the bad part about it." 

Kotkaniemi had cut the lead to 2-1 at 6:22 when he took a 
pass from Jordan Martinook and scored from the high slot. 

Ovechkin gave Washington a 1-0 lead at 11:58 of the second 
period. Orlov took a pass from Wilson and drove the slot 
before feeding Ovechkin alone at the left post for a tap-in for 
his 749th NHL goal. He is 17 goals behind Jaromir Jagr for 
third in NHL history. 

Aliaksei Protas scored his first NHL goal to push the lead to 
2-0 at 12:57 when his centering pass redirected off Tony 
DeAngelo's left skate and into the net. Protas was playing his 
11th NHL game. 

"It feels unreal," Protas said. "I had real good chances 
created by 'Ovi' and [Kuznetsov] in the first period. I just tried 
to put the puck in the net, play a little more simple and it got 
in. It's an unreal feeling." 

Carolina outshot Washington 10-7 in the first period before 
the Capitals scored twice on 11 shots in the second. 

"There were different tales between the periods," Laviolette 
said. "The first one was back and forth, the second one I 
thought was all us, the third they pushed really hard. They're 
a really good team." 

Carlson scored into an empty net with 1:41 left for the 4-2 
final. 

NOTES: Ovechkin has 11 points (seven goals, four assists) 
in a five-game point streak. … Ovechkin scored his 128th 
game-opening goal and surpassed Gordie Howe for third in 
NHL history. He is three short of Brett Hull for second. Jagr is 
first with 135. … Wilson has a four-game point streak (three 
goals, five assists). … Carlson has five multi-point games in 
the past seven. … Samsonov is 3-0-0 against the 
Hurricanes. … The Hurricanes are 0-for-14 on the power 
play in their past six games. … DeAngelo has a five-game 
points streak (one goal, five assists). … Jordan Staal was 
13-of-19 on face-offs.
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Orlov scores late, Caps beat Hurricanes for 9th win in 11 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Dmitry Orlov scored on a power play 
with 2:55 remaining, and the Washington Capitals recovered 
after blowing a two-goal lead to beat the Carolina Hurricanes 
4-2 on Sunday. 

Alex Ovechkin and Aliaksei Protas scored 59 seconds apart 
in the second period for the Capitals, who’ve won nine of 
their last 11 games (9-1-1). John Carlson added an empty-
netter after posting two assists earlier. 

The winning goal, which was set up by Tom Wilson’s pass, 
came just seconds after Washington’s 5-on-3 advantage 
expired, but the Capitals still had time with an extra skater. 
Washington has a power-play goal in three of its last four 
games. 

“It was a great moment for us to win the game,” Orlov said. “I 
tried to come there (in the slot) and make a strong shot.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino Niederreiter scored in the third 
period for the Hurricanes. Niederreiter’s goal, his first since 
Oct. 28, tied the game at 2-2 with 6:28 remaining. 

“That was a tough way to end the game. I thought it was a 
great hockey game,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I thought we had a great third period. We just did 
everything we could.” 

Ilya Samsonov stopped 30 shots for Washington, while 
Carolina’s Frederik Andersen made 21 saves. 

Samsonov, whose record improved to 9-0-1, played in his 
third consecutive game for the first time this season. There 
was plenty to keep him busy. 

“In a big game, in a big situation, too,” Capitals coach Peter 
Laviolette said. “There were some big saves that 
(Samsonov) made out there.” 

The teams entered the game with a league-low three 
regulation losses apiece. 

“The third was the period where probably we were on our 
heels the most,” Laviolette said. “We knew they were going 
to push and they did.” 

The teams combined for 28 shots without scoring until 
Ovechkin took a pass from Orlov and delivered the puck past 
Andersen for his 19th goal of the season. 

Protas had some good fortune for his first career goal. His 
pass went off Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s skate, 
with the puck bouncing into the net. The 20-year-old Protas 
was playing in his 11th NHL game. 

The Hurricanes were 0-for-3 on power plays, making it six 
games in a row without a goal on the man advantage. 

“There was a lot of good blocks, a lot of good penalty kills,” 
Orlov said. 

It was Carolina’s first home game in more than two weeks. 
The Hurricanes went 4-1-1 on a six-game road swing. 

BACK TOGETHER 

The Capitals and Hurricanes had been in the same division 
since the 1997-98 season prior to last season’s temporary 
realignment because of the pandemic. It had been 
approaching two full years since the teams last met on Jan. 
13, 2020. 

There are players from both teams who were on the rosters 
for Carolina’s 2019 first-round playoff upset of the Capitals in 
seven games. 

“There’s two teams that compete hard,” Hurricanes center 
Sebastian Aho said. “High skill both ways. A little bit of 
history there, so good, high-intense matches.” 

HIM AGAIN 

Ovechkin has 44 goals in 82 games against the Hurricanes. 
Combined with 52 assists, he has 96 points against Carolina. 

Of the veteran left winger’s 1,367 career points, he has more 
against Carolina than any other team. 

No active NHL player has more goals, assists and points 
against the Hurricanes. 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: At Florida on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: At Dallas on Tuesday night.
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Canes fall to Caps in chippy rivalry affair 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned home to a loss Sunday 
afternoon, falling to the Washington Capitals 4-2 in a game 
where no love was lost between the two teams.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

Well, that was certainly a Canes-Caps game.  

Washington got the better of Carolina Sunday afternoon in 
PNC Arena in a very chippy contest, winning 4-2 on a Dmitry 
Orlov power-play winner late in the third.  

The Canes went down 2-0 in the second period after goals in 
quick succession from Alexander Ovechckin and Aliaksei 
Protas, but battled back to tie things up in the third period as 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino Niederreiter both placed 
exceptional wristers over the glove of Ilya Samsonov 

The Caps got the game-winning goal on the power play, as 
an extended 5-on-3 opportunity led to a 5-on-4 goal from 
Orlov that put Washington on top for good. The Capitals 
added an empty netters from John Carlson. 

Both teams were throwing their bodies around throughout 
the contest, as a clear rivalry discontent made its way 
through both teams. The Caps, at times, used a physical 
edge to their advantage, really taking over the second period 
to get the lead.  

In net for the Hurricanes was Frederik Andersen, who turned 
away 21 of the 24 shots he faced. Samsonov was the 
winner, stopping 30 saves apart from the Kotkaniemi and 
Niederreiter scores.  

The first period was as fun as they get, as the Canes and 
Caps played a very fast and physical opening 20 minutes. 

The Canes came out absolutely buzzing, with Sebastian Aho 
nearly scoring twice in the opening minute, and proved to be 
overwhelming for the Capital for the opening 15 minutes or 
so. Carolina was all over Washington, as the Caps battled 
the Canes’ blistering pace with a heavy dose of physicality.  

The biggest issue for Carolina in the opening frame was 
some continued incompetence on the power play, as the 
Canes went 0 for 2 with a man advantage in the first to move 
their streak of goalless power plays to 14.  

The second period was the antithesis of the first period, as 
the Canes came out on their heels and let the Capitals take 
the game to them.  

Washington finally took advantage of that about 12 minutes 
into the frame, as the Caps scored two goals in 59 seconds 

to make a scoreless affair a two-goal advantage. It was 
Ovechkin that scored the first, tallying his 749th goal off a 
fantastic effort from Dmitry Orlov. Orlov skated the puck 
around Jesper Fast, and backhanded a pass to a wide-open 
Ovechkin, who had to do nothing more than tap it in.  

Less than a minute later it was 2-0, as Protas scored his first 
NHL goal in a unique fashion. Protas, in the corner, tried to 
thread a pass to Evgeny Kuznetsov in the middle, but 
instead sent it off the skate of Tony DeAngelo and into the 
net.  

As chippy as things already were in the game, they 
escalated dramatically in the waning minutes of the middle 
period. As the Canes successfully killed off an interference 
penalty on Brady Skjei, Brendan Smith and Tom Wilson went 
at it after Wilson slashed Andersen and Smith took 
exception. Both took two-minute penalties on the play. 

After the Canes opened up the third period with another 
phenomenal penalty kill, they finally got on the board thanks 
to a beautiful all-around effort from the fourth line. Jordan 
Martinook did some great work on the blue line to keep the 
puck in the offensive zone and delivered a strong centering 
pass to Kotkaniemi, who unloaded on a sizzling wrister to 
beat Samsonov, with Steven Lorentz providing the screen.  

With its energy back, Carolina got some good chances in the 
following minutes and went on the power play again. The 
man advantage technically came up empty for the third time, 
but the Canes scored to tie the game at 2-2 seconds after 
Martin Fehervary had exited the box.  

Niederreiter found some place in the slot, like Kotkaniemi 
had, and got a pass from Martin Necas. Niederreiter 
unleashed a perfectly placed wrister over Samsonov’s glove, 
again like Kotkaniemi had, to even things up.  

The deciding goal came thanks to two Carolina penalties, as 
Seth Jarvis sat for holding and Aho sat for slashing to give 
the Caps a 5-on-3. The Jarvis penalty was a clear one, as he 
grabbed a hold of a jersey to stop a break, and Aho broke 
Protas’ stick with the slash.  

The Canes killed off the 5-on-3 portion of things with some 
great effort plays, but Washington made it 3-2 thanks to 
Orlov a few seconds after Jarvis exited the box. Carlson 
added a fourth on a full-ice empty netter.  

Carolina’s stay at home was a brief one, as the Canes will 
now head west again for a meeting with the Stars in Dallas. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Aho on afternoon loss to Caps 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the Washington Capitals 4-2 
in PNC Arena Sunday afternoon, as the Canes and Caps 
battled in a physical contest.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ return to PNC Arena Sunday 
afternoon didn’t go as they would have hoped, as the Canes 
dropped a physical contest to the rival Washington Capitals, 
4-2.  

After a really strong opening period, the Canes faltered in the 
second, letting Washington take a 2-0 lead. Carolina battled 
back, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Nino Niederreiter tallied in 
the third to tie the game, but couldn’t hold on, with 
Washington scoring on the power play late.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Niederreiter and Sebastian Aho spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On ending the game with the two penalties: It’s a tough way 
to end a game, you’re right. It was a great game, great 
hockey game. I thought we had a great third period. We just 
did everything we could. It’s unfortunate. What are you going 
to do? It’s tough to go. The first penalty is a penalty, for sure. 
We blew our coverage there. We didn’t do any of that in the 
whole period, and then all of a sudden we take a breath. And 
that’s what they do to you. We give up a breakaway and take 
a penalty. And then the other one, I get it. But that’s a tough 
call when you’re down one. It’s a nothing play. We actually 
have the puck. We’re getting it. I get it, why they call those. 
But it kind of felt like their guy called it. He kind of gave the 
yell at the ref, and then they decide to call it. It is what it is. 
That’s a penalty, so you can’t do it. That’s your game. That’s 
the frustrating part for everybody. It was a great game, and it 
ends like that. They kind of took it out of our hands. It is what 
it is.  

On if he felt like the way they were officiating the game 
changed: Yeah, that’s my point. You want to let the guys that 
are out there decide it. That’s not what happened, I guess. 
But it is a penalty. By these rules, you’re not allowed to hack 
a guys stick, even though, like I said, it wouldn’t have 
mattered. Do you wish they would have let it go? Yeah. But if 
I’m on the other side I might be saying it should have been a 
penalty. It is what it is.  

On the intensity of the rivalry picking right back up: Listen, 
that’s a great, great team. They give you nothing. You had to 
earn every chance tonight. I felt like for two periods it was 
just dead even. Even though we were down two, I felt the 
game was dead even. They got a lucky bounce, and that 
happens. They capitalized on one. We didn’t on a couple of 
our chances. That’s what was going on in the first two, and 
then in the third we gave up one chance on a 2-on-1 with 
bad coverage and it went off the post. That was about all 
they had. I thought it was a great third, good job coming 
back. Obviously we hate to lose it, though.  

On Kotkaniemi’s offensive progression: Yeah, he played 
good. That line has been great for us. We just need to keep 
having him play like that, and it’s going to be good.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On the team’s performance and the challenge Washington 
presents: I thought we came out strong, had a really good 
first period. We kind of dictated the game most of the time 
and obviously got a couple of goals. We fought back, which 
was definitely great. At the end of the day we couldn’t get the 
penalty killed.  

On if it’s tough to take when the game is called loosely for 
two periods and then is called tighter at the end: Yeah, 
absolutely. At the beginning they let everything go, and then 
all of a sudden they started calling everything. It is how it is. I 
can’t talk much about the refs though, so I’ll leave it at this.  

On if they’re just looking for consistency from the officiating: 
Yeah, absolutely. If you call one thing on one team, then 
you’ve got to make sure you call it on the other. The biggest 
thing is consistency. That’s always something that we’re 
looking for. If you decide to let everything go from the 
beginning, then you better make sure you let it go through 
the rest of the game.  

On how good it was to get back on the scoresheet and on 
him picking the same spot as Kotkaniemi: At the end of the 
day, I try to shoot wherever is open. I’m glad it went in. It’s 
obviously good to get on the scoresheet, but at the end of 
the day it wasn’t enough to win the hockey game. That’s the 
bad part about it.  

Sebastian Aho 

On the team’s performance coming off the tough road trip: 
Yeah, those things are just excuses if you go to the schedule 
and stuff. Every team has here and there some stretches 
that are not ideal, obviously. It’s 82 game, so you can’t feel 
fresh for every single one of them. I was just happy to play in 
front of the great crowd again. It was a good battle. Two 
good teams out there.  

On the intensity of the rivalry picking right back up: Yeah. 
The way I see it, there’s two teams that compete hard and 
have high skill both ways. There’s a little bit of history there. 
So yeah, for sure they are good high-intensity matches.  

On if he thought he slashed at the end: I don’t know. He 
made a call. That’s it. You can’t do anything about it, so I 
don’t want to say anything. Obviously he’s trying to do his job 
as good as he can.  

On if that’s a tough way to lose though: Yeah. Frustrated a 
little bit because we were doing good on the penalty kill all 
night. I felt pretty confident that we could kill that again and 
have a little push at the end or OT or whatever. But yeah, 5-
on-3s are tough, especially because they have some pure 
scorers in their lineup.  

On if the Canes played their best game: No. I mean, there’s 
so many things we can improve. The power play was one of 
those things that we definitely can do better. I wouldn’t say 
that we were bad, but we know that we can be better.  
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On fighting back from 2-0 down: Yeah. The third period I 
thought was a pretty good period overall. We got two goals 

and came back in the game, so it’s always nice when you 
can do that as a group.

 

 

 

Canes come up short twice against division rival Capitals  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Two multi-goal deficits proved too much for the Carolina 
Hurricanes to overcome as they fell 4-2 to the Washington 
Capitals on Sunday, Nov. 28. The Canes overcame a 2-0 
hole to start the third period but another pair of Washington 
goals in the final three minutes put the game out of reach. 

Even though the Caps and Canes went a combined 1 for 8 
on the power play, special teams proved decisive as a PPG 
by Dmitry Orlov put Washington up 3-2 with under three 
minutes to go.  

The Caps’ man advantage resulted from a slashing call on 
center Sebastian Aho that occurred 30 seconds after center 
Seth Jarvis was sent to the box for holding. Washington did 
not score in the 1:30 of 5-on-3 hockey, but Jarvis came back 
onto the ice just in time to watch Orlov fire one past 
goaltender Frederik Andersen. 

“It was a great game, great hockey game,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “I thought we had a great third period. We 
just did everything we could and it's unfortunate, what are 
you going to do? It's tough… we blew our coverage there. 
We didn't do any of that in the whole period and then all of a 
sudden, take a little breath, and that's what they do to you.” 

The Hurricanes only managed to make it competitive thanks 
to a gutsy push early in the third period. Center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi put Carolina on the board with 13:38 to go, and 
right wing Nino Niederreiter netted the equalizer just 2:50 
later. Although they did not get the end result they wanted, 
the Canes at least made the game competitive down the 
stretch. 

“The third period was a pretty good period overall,” Aho said. 
“We scored two goals and came back into the game so it 
was nice that we could do that as a group.” 

To their credit, the Capitals brought their A-game as well. 
When Carolina tried to make it a game of speed in the first 
period, Washington quickly adjusted the tone to suit its more 
physical style of play, forcing the Canes to play Washington’s 
way. Despite hanging tough throughout the afternoon, 
Carolina was simply outmatched by the Caps. 

“That’s a great team over there,” Brind’Amour said. “They 
give you nothing and you have to earn every chance.” 

A lame Hurricanes power play unit aided Washington’s 
efforts. With the Canes in the middle of an 0 for 15 power 
play drought, the Caps could afford to take some penalty 
minutes as the game went along. 

The penalties themselves were plenty and the two 
Metropolitan division rivals established just how much they 
do not care for each other early and often. The Hurricanes 
served 12 of the 20 total PIM of the game, including some for 
retaliating against some antagonizing acts by Caps players. 
Most notably, defenseman Brendan Smith took Tom Wilson 
to the ground after Wilson poked around at a puck that 
Andersen had already secured. 

For now, the win puts Washington atop the Metropolitan 
division with 33 points while Carolina trails just behind at 31. 
The Hurricanes’ next opportunity to catch up to the Caps in 
the standings lies in Dallas as Carolina will travel to take on 
the Stars. Puck drop is scheduled for 8:30 p.m. ET.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 29, 2021 

 

 

 

Wolves complete weekend sweep 

Wolves win their third game in as many days to stay in first  

Stefan Noesen scored one goal and set up two others to 
pace the Chicago Wolves to a 3-1 victory over the Grand 
Rapids Griffins Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski and Josh Leivo also scored and 
goaltender Eetu Makiniemi stopped 18 shots for the Wolves 
(11-4-1-1), who won their third game in as many days to stay 
ahead of the Iowa Wild for first place in the American Hockey 
League’s Central Division. 

Chicago, which owned a 44-19 shot advantage, improved to 
5-0 against Grand Rapids this season. 

“I thought we won different ways this weekend,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Obviously the big comeback 
(from a 3-0 third-period deficit) Friday and the comeback last 
night. Tonight, we managed the game a lot better. That’s 
how we need to play — with a lead in the third period.” 

The Wolves jumped into the lead at 5:41 of the first when the 
Griffins turned over the puck while trying to bank a pass off 
the boards behind the net. The puck skittered from Noesen 
to C.J. Smith at the left faceoff dot and he rifled a quick shot 
to the top of the crease, where Poturalski was waiting to 
deflect it past goaltender Calvin Pickard. 

Chicago pumped its lead to 2-0 at 3:27 of the second as 
Leivo capitalized on the team’s first power play of the day. 

Defenseman Max Lajoie snapped a shot from the point into 
traffic just outside the crease. Noesen won control and 
flicked a pass to the doorstep for Leivo, who rammed it past 
Pickard. 

Noesen earned his third point of the night when he finished 
off an odd-man rush at 15:21 of the second. After Makiniemi 
stoned a point-blank shot by Kyle Criscuolo, Smith launched 
a 3-on-2 rush down the left wing. He fed Jesper Sellgren 
working down the right wing, then Sellgren led Noesen with a 
perfect pass just above the crease that Noesen redirected 
home for a 3-0 lead. 

The Griffins (7-7-2-1) ended Makiniemi’s bid for his second 
shutout of the season when defenseman Ryan Murphy 
scored at 11:33 of the third while Grand Rapids enjoyed a 5-
on-3 power play. 

Makiniemi, whose remarkable day included a behind-the-
back save midway through the second period, improved his 
record to 7-2-1 this season while Pickard (7-4-2) posted 41 
saves in the loss. 

The Wolves host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Thursday on Craft 
Beer Night. To find terrific Cyber Monday specials on Wolves 
tickets and merchandise, visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-
800-THE-WOLVES.
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Late penalties spoil Hurricanes’ return home. What we learned in Canes’ 
loss to Caps 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 28, 2021 8:18 PM 

 

It seemed like old times Sunday at PNC Arena. 

The Washington Capitals were in the house to play the Carolina 
Hurricanes. Peter Laviolette was back in the building. The Caps’ Alex 
Ovechkin was hunting goals, Tom Wilson was looking to bash people 
and the fans were into it from the opening draw of the Metropolitan 
Division game. 

Said Canes center Sebastian Aho: “There’s a little bit of history there.” 

And now a little more. The Caps came away with a 4-2 victory Sunday, 
taking the lead with a late power-play goal from Dmitry Orlov to hold off a 
third-period rally by the Canes. 

The Canes (15-4-1) and Caps (14-3-5) had not faced off at PNC Arena 
since January 2020, their oft-heated Metro rivalry interrupted by the 
pandemic. After a season hiatus, their first meeting of the 2021-22 
season came with the divisional lead on the line between two of the best 
teams in the league. 

For the Canes, it came after two weeks of charter flights, hotel rooms, 
restaurant food, team bus rides and six away games. It also came two 
days after a 6-3 win over the Philadelphia Flyers in the final game of the 
trip, and the Canes had plenty of zip Sunday. 

Orlov’s goal, with 2:55 left regulation, came soon after the Caps failed to 
convert on 1:30 of a five-on-three advantage. Defenseman John Carlson, 
who had assisted on two goals, sealed it with an empty-net goal. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, while calling the Caps a “great team that 
gives you nothing” was not happy with the way the game ended. Neither 
were a lot of Canes fans, who were loudly booing the refs in the final 
minutes. 

A holding penalty against Canes rookie Seth Jarvis with five minutes left 
in regulation, followed by a slashing call 30 seconds later against Aho 
gave the Caps the 5-on-3 advantage. The Canes killed off the Jarvis 
penalty, but Orlov quickly scored on a shot at the post. 

“It’s a tough way to end the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a great 
hockey game. I thought we had a great third period, just did everything 
we could. It’s unfortunate. 

“What are you going to do? It’s tough. The first penalty is a penalty for 
sure. We blew our coverage there, which we didn’t do any of that the 
whole period, then all of a sudden took a little breath and that’s what they 
do to you. Give up a breakaway and take a penalty.” 

While there was no dispute on the Jarvis holding call against Nick 
Jensen, it was Aho’s penalty that had Brind’Amour howling mad behind 
the bench. 

“I get it but a tough call,” he said. “It’s a nothing play. We actually have 
the puck. Like, we’re getting it. I get it, why they call those, but I kind of 
felt like their guy called it. He kind of gave the ol’ yell at the ref and he 
decides to call it. 

“But it is what it is. I mean that’s a penalty. Can’t do it. And that’s your 
game. That’s the frustrating part for everybody, right, it was a great game 
and it ends like that. They kind of took it out of our hands but it is what it 
is.” 

The Canes trailed 2-0 after the second period but had the building 
rumbling as Jesperi Kotkaniemi and then Nino Niederreiter scored — 
both on open shots in the slot — to tie it in the third. 

The first period was without a goal but not without action. The second 
period belonged to the Caps, who ramped up their forecheck and got 
goals from Ovechkin and rookie forward Aliaksei Protas. 

For more than 46 minutes, the Canes couldn’t solve Samsonov. That 
ended when Kotkaniemi found open ice between the circles, took a pass 
from Jordan Martinook and beat Samsonov for his fifth of the season -- 
the Canes’ fourth line producing at 6:22 of the third. 

Niederreiter then tied it at 13:32 of the period, seconds after a Canes 
power play ended. Defenseman Brett Pesce took a hit in the offensive 
zone to get the puck on the right side to Martin Necas, who found 
Niederreiter open for his fourth of the season. 

The Canes had needed some good penalty killing to stay within reach, 
shutting down two Washington power plays in the second period and 
another early in the third period. But Orlov converted. 

“Frustrating a little bit because we were doing good on the penalty kill all 
(game),” Aho said. “We felt confident we could kill that again and have a 
little push at the end. But 5-on-3’s are tough. It was a tough one.” 

The power play again was a problem for the Canes, who have gone six 
games without a power-play goal. The Canes had two first-period power 
plays but managed two shots, then another in the third. 

Ovechkin, who had his 28th career hat trick Friday against Florida, had 
an easy tap-in at 11:58 of the second. The Caps made it 2-0 just 59 
seconds later, moments after a brief encounter between Canes goalie 
Frederik Andersen and Evgeny Kuznetsov. After Andersen had shoved 
away Kuznetsov with his blocker, Portas centered a pass that bounced 
off the skate of defenseman Tony DeAngelo at 12:57. 

“I thought we came out really strong and had a really good first period,” 
Niederreiter said. “We kind of dictated the game most of the time and 
(the Caps) obviously got a couple of goals and we fought back, which is 
definitely great.” 

The physicality picked up in the second. Canes defenseman Brendan 
Smith took Wilson to the ice at one point, although the gloves stayed on. 
Jarvis took an elbow in the ear from Nic Dowd. The Canes got in some 
big hits. 
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Laviolette coached the Canes to the 2006 Stanley Cup, with Brind’Amour 
as his captain. On Sunday, he again was behind the Caps bench 
coaching against him. 

“It became a real competitive game,” Laviolette said. “It was fast. There 
wasn’t much space out there. They’re a really good team.” 
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Hurricanes Roundtable: the West Coast Trip, Metro Threats, & More 

 

November 28, 2021 by Brandon Stanley 

 

Welcome back to another edition of the Hurricanes Roundtable 
Discussion. In this series, the Carolina team here at the Hockey Writers 
— Brandon Stanley, Alex Ohari, Caleb Shaw, and Casey Bridge — 
discuss all things ‘Canes hockey; from storylines to roster moves, some 
silly questions, and everything in between — anything goes here. 

First off, apologies for missing last week — I (Brandon) have COVID, 
unfortunately. My being sick, along with normal scheduling issues, simply 
made it too difficult to get everyone together. However, we hope a fun 
series of questions this week will make up for it! Also, please welcome 
the newest Carolina Hurricanes writer here at The Hockey Writers, 
Casey Bridge! Make sure to give her a  (@CaseyLBridge) and check out 
her content here on the site. 

The Hurricanes have wrapped up their west coast road swing, compiling 
an excellent 4-1-1 record in the process. The end of the trip certainly had 
its rough spots, but considering the struggles Carolina has had on the 
Pacific Coast in years past, most fans will be thrilled they took nine out of 
a possible 12 points while playing a majority of the games three time 
zones away. 

So, for this week, we’ll talk about that trip, Seth Jarvis (again), some 
teams that the Hurricanes should be worried about in the cutthroat 
Metropolitan Division, and more. Let’s get to it! 

Topic 1: Biggest Takeaway from the Road Trip 

Ohari: The west coast trip made me realize that despite being 15-3-1, 
there’s still a lot of work for this team to do and areas to improve on. The 
inconsistency of the power play — especially in key moments of games 
— is a trend that continues to plague a group that has far too much talent 
to struggle. 

The absence of Ethan Bear also made a noticeable difference. He’s a 
major key to the team’s transitional play, and the downgrade from him to 
Brendan Smith has been extremely large. 

Jaccob Slavin Carolina Hurricanes 

Jaccob Slavin, Carolina Hurricanes (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

Bridge: The Hurricanes are clearly able to compete against high-level 
teams and come out the victors. It may not always be the prettiest game, 
but two points are two points. 

Shaw: This has been a grueling road trip for the Hurricanes. Not only 
have they gone without two nights off for nearly two weeks, they’ve also 
been away from PNC Arena for an extended period of time. After some 
sloppy play and a bad loss against Seattle, it’s become clear that depth 
and durability are going to be tested during the first full-length season in 
a couple years. I would take a team conditioned by Rod Brind’Amour 
over nearly any in the league over the long run, but this trip has exposed 
that even a team this in shape can get worn down. 

Stanley: The mark of a great team is banking points or outright winning 
games when you aren’t at your best. The Hurricanes have been on the 
other side of it so many times in years past — outplaying, heavily 
outshooting teams, but losing due to a skilled play or two from the other 
side and elite goaltending. Well, that’s what they’re getting on a lot of 
nights now — Frederik Andersen stepping up big, and Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov or someone else stepping up with a big play when 
they need it. 

The Hurricanes certainly didn’t play their best hockey at many different 
points over the road trip, but still come home 4-1-1 in the stretch. That’s 
impressive. I stopped short of truly believing in this team as a Stanley 
Cup contender the last few seasons, although I felt they were close. 
Despite the young team, have they faced enough adversity and grown 
enough as a group to take that step towards true contention? Aho said 
he believes so in an interview last month, and I’m inclined to believe him 
considering this road trip — and season so far, as a whole. 

Topic 2: Can Jarvis Compete for the Calder? 

Ohari: Missing the first seven games of the season may hurt him, but 
talent wise he should be right there in the mix. A lot will come down to 
how he continues to mature physically and away from the puck as the 
season progresses, as he’ll need to earn Brind’Amour’s trust when 
games get tighter and more important. 

Seth Jarvis Carolina Hurricanes 

Bridge: I am actually writing a piece on the rookies across the league 
right now, and looking at what’s out there (mostly Detroit), it’s hard to say 
whether or not our boy can be a true contender. He’s won the hearts of 
fans and media much like Jeff Skinner did in 2010, but unlike some of the 
other rookies, his stats don’t quite compare just yet up against the early 
leaders. He could end up in the top 10, but at this point it is hard to say if 
he’s going to be the victor. 

Stanley: If this were another season, I’d feel a lot better about his 
chances. “Jarvy” has been stellar for the Hurricanes, and considering the 
two disallowed goals and general excellent play he’s already produced, I 
think it’s fair to expect him to actually start scoring at a higher clip than he 
already has — especially if he’s going go to keep playing alongside Aho, 
Svechnikov, and other stars in the Hurricanes top six. 

However, the play of the two Detroit youngsters (Lucas Raymond and 
Moritz Seider), as well as rookies like Trevor Zegras and Dawson 
Mercer, it’s shaping up to be an extremely difficult race to get into, much 
less win. 
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Shaw: If Jarvis can keep lighting up the scoreboard, I don’t see any 
reason why he won’t compete for the Calder. He more than obviously 
has the talent, and once he settles into a line for longer than a couple 
games — I loved him with Aho at center, but playing with Jordan Staal 
might be an even better fit for the rookie — the sky is the limit for the 19-
year-old. 

Topic 3: Concerning Trends 

Question: If you were Rod Brind’Amour, what recent issue would you be 
most concerned with? 

Ohari: I mentioned this earlier, but the power play really needs a little 
refinement. There’s been too much deferring and not enough players 
taking control, if you will. On paper, the ‘Canes have as much firepower 
as any unit in this league, so there’s really no excuse for why they 
continue to struggle at various times throughout the season. 

Bridge: I sort of felt like the Hurricanes changed things up to send a 
message to underperforming players during a game they expected to be 
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an easy win (putting Jordan Martinook on the top line against Seattle, 
demoting Svechnikov, Martin Necas, and others). The Washington 
Capitals are red hot and lost to the Kraken, so it felt a bit like 
underestimating an underdog. Hopefully, they learned from that game 
and the “first-line Martinook” experiment is over with for good. The 
offense was ugly in that game, to say the least, with so many turnovers 
and missed opportunities. 

Jordan Martinook, Carolina Hurricanes 

Jordan Martinook, Carolina Hurricanes (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

Additionally, discipline has been an issue, especially for Svechnikov, who 
was just fined $5,000. He’s got a temper on him that gets him into 
trouble, but I think he was so frustrated last night that he fought just to 
see some action. 

Shaw: Starting fast needs to be a priority for the Hurricanes. This team is 
always liable to score in bunches and bounce back nicely from mistakes 
and poor play, but taking control early on will make the Hurricanes even 
more of a force to be reckoned with. They’ve gotten into a bad habit of 
coming out of the gates slow and falling behind, so first periods need to 
be more of a focus moving forward. 

Stanley: I think we touched on the two biggest ones already in the slow 
starts, which goes along with lack of in-game consistency or playing a full 
60 minutes, as well as the struggling power play, which is totally lacking 
any flow or off-puck movement right now. They’re too easy to defend. 

But, for this one, I want to touch on Svechnikov a little more. These next 
few games feel very, very important to me. He scored a beautiful goal in 
Philadelphia to snap a 11-game goalless streak, and the Hurricanes 
really need that to be a harbinger of things to come. Last season, the 
Russian phenom started out looking absolutely unstoppable, but right 
around Game 15 things really hit a bump in the road, and he struggled 
the rest of the way. This season has started to feel a little similar, with his 
play really dropping off right around that same point. Hopefully, he proves 
it’s a simple rut in his breakout season, and things don’t snowball and 
keep getting worse as they did in the 2020-21 season. 

Topic 4: What Metro Team Poses the Biggest Threat to the Hurricanes? 

Ohari: Right now, I’d have to say the Washington Capitals, just because 
of their experience level and the fact that the New York Islanders have 
been a massive disappointment. The Caps have a recent Stanley Cup, 
veteran leadership, and a nice influx of some solid depth pieces to boot. 
Oh, and that Alexander Ovechkin guy is still pretty good. 

Bridge: I’d say the Capitals for sure. They are extremely strong and neck 
and neck with the Hurricanes, tied in points even though that’s really only 
because of the loser point (Carolina also has two games in hand). The 
upcoming game will be a good measuring stick to see how the two teams 
match up this year. 

Alex Ovechkin Washington Capitals 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals (Jess Starr/The Hockey Writers) 

Shaw: I’ll always be concerned with the Capitals, so long as No. 8 
remains on the ice. That’s not to say they can’t score outside of 
Ovechkin, but his torrid pace to begin the season is the kind of play that 
steals a playoff series or flips the division order late in the season. 
Should the Caps keep up with Carolina in the standings all season, I’d 
look for them to play spoiler and steal potential home ice in April. 

Stanley: Well, in a division as cutthroat as this one, I expected a little 
more variance here. Alas, the Capitals still reign supreme according to 
the Hurricanes team here at The Hockey Writers. 

But, I’m at least going to shout out the New York Rangers. They 
obviously have a lot of tantalizing young talent with rising players such as 
Alexis Lafreniere, K’Andre Miller, and a suddenly-hot Kaapo Kakko. With 
those players beginning to supplement the star power of Mika Zibanejad, 
Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider, and Adam Fox, plus their phenomenal 
young goaltender Igor Shesterkin, it’s easy to buy that team as “for real.” 

It was always simply a matter of them putting things together, and it 
appears they have. 

It’ll be interesting to see how the season shakes out, because even the 
current worst team in the division, the Islanders, are no pushover. The 
Metro is a meat grinder. Again. 

Home Games, Sweet Home Games (Enjoy While They Last) 

Sunday afternoon the Hurricanes finally return to the friendly confines of 
PNC Arena, where they will take on those very same Washington 
Capitals. Following that showdown, they’ll head to Dallas to take on the 
Stars, then return to Raleigh for two highly-winnable games with Ottawa 
and Buffalo, before heading on another long road trip out west. This time 
around Carolina will see the Western Canadian teams and Minnesota 
Wild. Some really fun matchups lie ahead in that stretch, especially the 
one that will pit them against the best player on the planet (two best 
players on the planet?) in Edmonton. The matchup of Connor McDavid 
(…and Leon Draisatl?) and Jaccob Slavin is always incredibly fun to 
watch. 

The fact that the Hurricanes have played 12 of their first 19 games on the 
road, and still sit with a stellar record of 15-3-1, is obviously a very good 
thing moving forward. As tough as the division is, the Hurricanes have 
been deadly at home for years now, so getting longer homestands as the 
season moves along sets them up for continued success. As the length 
of the NHL season continues to wear on players, home-ice advantage 
can really play a large role later in the season. 

And, generally speaking, this grueling stretch of schedule is only going to 
continue to help this team grow as a unit, and battle-test them for the 
most important time of year when the calendar turns to April, May, and 
beyond. It ought to be a lot of fun to watch this young, star-filled roster try 
to keep proving themselves in arguably the best division in hockey. 

Hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving from the team here at The 
Hockey Writers; we’re thankful for the awesome readers and fans we 
have here at the site. Until next time! 

What’s goin’ on folks, my name is Brandon Stanley. I cover the Carolina 
Hurricanes here at THW. I was born and raised here in Raleigh, NC and 
have played hockey since about the time I could stand up. I traveled all 
over North America with the Carolina Jr. Hurricanes organization in my 
youth days, and the game has simply always been my biggest passion. I 
also have a podcast with two other writers (one of which, Alex Ohari, is 
also a writer here at THW) called Tracking the Storm. The pod covers 
everything Carolina Hurricanes, from prospects to game recaps and 
everything in between. I’m always available to chat anything hockey 
related, so don’t hesitate to shoot me a tweet or DM anytime on Twitter 
@bwstanley26! 
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From special teams to early scoring, a look at what’s sparked the Stars’ 
turnaround 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

8:29 PM on Nov 28, 2021 CST 

 

The Stars are streaking. 

After beating Arizona 3-2 on Saturday night in Glendale, the Stars have 
won four straight games and six of their last seven, plus five straight at 
the American Airlines Center. Since beginning the season 4-6-2 without a 
regulation win, Dallas is now 10-7-2, good for seventh in the Western 
Conference by points percentage. 
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It’s still a precarious spot to be in for Dallas, but it’s a different world than 
it was after a loss to Nashville led to a players-only meeting on Nov. 10. 
So what has changed for the Stars? Quite a bit. 

The No. 1 goalie is playing like one 

Jake Oettinger has been one of the best goalies in the NHL across the 
last two weeks, and his stellar play has led to a 4-0-0 record in games he 
has started to go with a .959 save percentage and 1.26 goals-against 
average, which both lead the league. 

With injuries to Braden Holtby and Ben Bishop, Oettinger took a 
stranglehold on the starting job in Dallas and has relegated Anton 
Khudobin to a healthy scratch. Khudobin has not played since he gave 
up seven goals against the Wild in the team’s only loss in the last two 
weeks. 

Roope Hintz is heating up … 

Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) congratulates left wing 
Roope Hintz (right) on his third period goal against the Chicago 
Blackhawks at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Tuesday, March 9, 
2021. The Stars defeated the Blackhawks, 6-1. 

Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) congratulates left wing 
Roope Hintz (right) on his third period goal against the Chicago 
Blackhawks at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Tuesday, March 9, 
2021. The Stars defeated the Blackhawks, 6-1.(Tom Fox) 

The Stars’ top center had a tough start to the season, production-wise, 
with no goals in the first 11 games. But Hintz was generating chances at 
one of the highest rates in the league without scoring, which meant that 
goals weren’t far behind. 

They’ve arrived now. 

He has seven goals in the last eight games, and only three players have 
more goals than Hintz since Nov. 10: Leon Draisaitl, Alex Ovechkin and 
Matt Duchene. Hintz now leads the Stars in goals despite scoring zero in 
the first three-plus weeks. 

… and so are Hintz’s linemates 

Dallas’ top line of Hintz, Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski has been 
magnificent recently, dominating possession and driving offense. During 
the four-game winning streak, the line has combined for eight goals (of 
the team’s 14) and seven assists. 

For the season, they’ve been one of the most successful lines in the 
league. According to MoneyPuck’s expected-goals model, Robertson-
Hintz-Pavelski ranks seventh in expected-goals share among lines with 
at least 100 5-on-5 minutes together. Dallas has outscored opponents 7-
4 at 5-on-5 with the line on the ice. 

The forecheck has bite 

The Stars’ top line has generated plenty of chances off the forecheck, 
forcing turnovers in the offensive zone and capitalizing with precise 
passing and lethal scoring. In the last seven games, Dallas has scored 
eight goals off the forecheck at even-strength. In the previous 12 games, 
the Stars had seven goals on the forecheck. 

The Stars’ identity is tied to producing goals off the forecheck and limiting 
teams’ abilities to exit their own zones. When the Stars were struggling 
earlier this season, other teams were forechecking well against Dallas, 
and the Stars were spending too much time in their own zone. 

Now, the Stars have turned the tables and created offense in the 
process. 

Special teams have been steady 

Dallas Stars forward Roope Hintz, second from left, is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a power play goal during the first period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings in Dallas, Monday, 
April 19, 2021. 

Dallas Stars forward Roope Hintz, second from left, is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a power play goal during the first period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings in Dallas, Monday, 
April 19, 2021.(Brandon Wade / Special Contributor) 

The Stars own the league’s second-best power play, scoring 13.81 goals 
per 60 minutes on the power play, which trails only Edmonton. Only twice 
in the last 12 games has the power play failed to score a goal, and one 
was Saturday in Arizona, where Dallas had just 1:03 on the man-
advantage. 

The power play has been something the Stars can count on. 

The penalty kill has recently started a turnaround, having killed 16 of the 
last 17 power-play chances. Dallas’ penalty kill has actually outscored 
opponents in the last five games thanks to Hintz’s two shorthanded goals 
against St. Louis on Nov. 20. 

Dallas has used a more aggressive penalty kill to disrupt teams and has 
fallen into more familiar shorthanded groupings. 

Finally, a consistent lineup 

The Stars used the same forward lines for the fourth straight game during 
the win in Arizona, the first time this season Rick Bowness has stuck with 
the same forward lines for longer than three games. 

The combinations have given the Stars a balanced look that has 
developed chemistry and distributed minutes. Jamie Benn has looked at 
home at center between Michael Raffl and Denis Gurianov. Tyler Seguin 
(with Joel Kiviranta and Luke Glendening) and Radek Faksa (with Jacob 
Peterson and Alexander Radulov) have found roles, too. 

Playing at home, scoring first doesn’t hurt either 

The Stars played just three of their first 11 games at the American 
Airlines Center, but are now 6-2-1 at home this season and 4-5-1 on the 
road. Dallas plays three more homes games before heading out west to 
face Vegas, Los Angeles and San Jose in the second week of 
December. 

Dallas has just two road trips of three games or longer before the 
Olympic break in February. 

In each of their last seven wins, the Stars have scored the game’s first 
goal. On the season, they are 9-2-1 when scoring first and 1-5-1 when 
trailing first. For a team built to play low-scoring games, getting an early 
lead is paramount, and the Stars have done so recently. 

Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates scoring his first goal of 
the game during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 
Colorado Avalanche in Dallas, Friday, November 26, 2021. 

STARS 

Robertson-Pavelski-Hintz line must continue dominant streak to carry 
Stars to playoff contention 
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Braden Holtby leads Stars’ impressive ‘mental win’ over Coyotes to close 
out back-to-back 

 

By Catherine Silverman 

11:06 PM on Nov 27, 2021 CST 

 

Not many goaltenders get a chance to warm up the night before their 
return to the ice with a quick seven-minute stint in the middle of their 
team’s impressive shutout bid like Braden Holtby did Friday night. 
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Whether or not that brief relief effort truly served as a chance to shake off 
some of the cobwebs, though, Holtby looked like he hadn’t missed a beat 
in the team’s 3-2 win over the Arizona Coyotes. He turned aside 25 of 27 
shots allowed, holding off both some quality chances interspersed in the 
first two periods and a stronger late-game push by Arizona to perfectly 
complement the trio of goals netted by Roope Hintz, Jacob Peterson, and 
Jason Robertson to seal the win. 

And by all accounts, he had a blast doing it. 

“It’s been great,” he said post-game, referring to the team’s ability to stay 
strong against as they’ve slowly picking up steam through November. 

“You know, especially those last three games… playing two extremely 
explosive offenses, and not budging from the game plan that we wanted 
coming in to play here.” 

“Coming in here, back-to-back off a big win, you know, this is a game 
that’s almost 100% mental. Our guys did a great job, because you’ve got 
to give credit to them over there [in Arizona]; they have guys over there 
who have long careers making a living off of just working. It was a very 
impressive mental win.” 

On paper, the Arizona Coyotes were arguably the easiest team Dallas 
had faced in weeks. They sit squandering at the bottom of the standings, 
their four wins second to only the Ottawa Senators for dead last in the 
league. 

But both Holtby and head coach Rick Bowness were quick to point out 
that the host club, much like Dallas, had been picking up steam as of late 
— making the team’s ability to check off a fourth consecutive victory that 
much sweeter. 

“Those games are fun,” Holtby said of getting to face the Coyotes’ 
surprising cast of secondary scoring characters like Travis Boyd (who 
notched his fifth goal of the year in the second period) and former long-
time Stars forward Antoine Roussel. “I think they’re playing better lately 
than their record says.” 

Both goals allowed by Holtby in the first half of the game were hard to 
find much fault with on his end. Roussel took advantage of a bouncing 
puck fed from the point by Anton Stralman, tapping it in right behind 
Holtby to even up the score 3:54 into the first. Then, less than five 
minutes into the second period, Boyd was able to shove the puck in 
through traffic in the crease to even up the game at two goals apiece, 
halting some of Dallas’ momentum after picking up goals of their own in 
the first from both Roope Hintz and Jacob Peterson. 

After that second goal allowed, though, Holtby shut Arizona down 
completely; they wouldn’t get past him again through the final 35:00 of 
play, even with a few desperate final pushes by Arizona late in the game. 

Some goaltenders might have found themselves frustrated after a pair of 
tough bounces early on. But for the former Stanley Cup champion, a 
game like that — full of forechecks instead of finesse — was a far more 
exciting way to get back into the groove than a slower, smoother-looking 
game. 

“You know, I like those games where there’s, you know, battles and 
fighting to find the puck and everything like that. So it was good to get 
back into that.” 

Bowness had a similar assessment of the game following the win, giving 
his veteran netminder credit for coming back strong when the team 
started to fatigue late in the third period. 

“[Holtby] was outstanding for us at the start of the season,” he explained, 
crediting the veteran for such a seamless transition back into the lineup 
Saturday night. 

“He had a very solid game for us tonight. Those two goals were kind of 
bouncing pucks… he had no chance. But he made all the key saves that 
he had to.” 

Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates scoring his first goal of 
the game during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 
Colorado Avalanche in Dallas, Friday, November 26, 2021. 
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GARRIOCH: Tkachuk not mincing his words on Brendan Lemieux 
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Ottawa Senators left wing Brady Tkachuk (7) plays for the puck against 
Los Angeles Kings defenceman Alexander Edler (2) and right wing Viktor 
Arvidsson (33) during the third period at Staples Center. 

Brendan Lemieux has bitten off more than he can chew. 

And, as a result, the NHL’s department of player safety is preparing to 
take a big bite out of the $1.55-million paycheque the Los Angeles Kings 
winger pulled down. He will have an in-person hearing via Zoom on 
Tuesday 

Lemieux, the son of former Montreal/Colorado pest Claude Lemieux, was 
thrown out of the Kings 4-2 victory over the Ottawa Senators Saturday 
night after he bit captain Brady Tkachuk twice on the hand during a 
scrum with 6:06 left in the game. 

An unhappy Tkachuk slammed Lemieux during his post-game scrum and 
called the move “gutless.” 

Lemieux was given a match penalty for his heinous act and the league 
has offered him an in-person hearing which means the league’s 
disciplinarian has left the option open for a suspension of more than five 
games by asking him to appear before VP of safety George Parros by 
Zoom. 

Many were surprised by Tkachuk’s post-game comments because he 
was clearly still furious about the incident when he spoke with reporters 
in Los Angeles. 

“This is the one-time I’m going to answer this,” said Tkachuk. “It was the 
most gutless thing somebody could ever do. This guy, you can ask 
anyone of his teammates, nobody ever wants to play with him, this guy is 
a bad guy and a bad teammate, he focuses on himself all the time. 

“The guy’s just a joke. He shouldn’t be in the league. This guy’s gutless. 
No other team wants him, he’s going to keep begging to be in the NHL 
but no other team is going to want him, he’s an absolute joke. I can’t 
even wrap my head around it. People don’t even do this. He’s just a bad 
guy.” 

Tkachuk was just shocked by Lemieux going that route. 

“It’s outrageous. Kids don’t even do that anymore. Babies do that. I don’t 
even know what he was thinking, he’s just a complete brick head. He’s 
got nothing up there. Bad guy, bad player but what a joke he is,” said 
Tkachuk. 

Naturally, the initial reaction was Tkachuk’s comments were over the top, 
but what did people expect him to say? This isn’t something that happens 
every day in the NHL and it shouldn’t, especially in the midst of a 
pandemic with COVID-19 so easily transferable. 

Speaking on Hockey Night in Canada, Saturday Tkachuk’s brother 
Matthew certainly had Brady’s back. 

“I’d be furious too,” Flames forward Matthew Tkachuk told CBC’s After 
Hours. “That’s a little kid s–t there. 
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“I don’t know if they’ve played them twice already but I’m sure that guy, if 
he’s still in the NHL by then — I know he’s not a very well-liked guy and 
that shows it right there. So if he’s still in the NHL then I’m sure most of 
Brady’s team is going to be going after him all night.” 

If Brady Tkachuk does want to exact revenge, he’ll have to wait until next 
season. The Senators and Kings wrapped up their season series and 
have faced each other twice already. Many believe in this case the apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree where Lemieux is concerned. 

During the 1986 Stanley Cup final between Montreal and Calgary, 
Lemieux got in an ugly fight with Flames’ forward Jim Peplinski. Lemieux 
scratched Peplinski’s eye and bit his finger. 

In those days, you didn’t have the camera angles, HD screens and social 
media to rush to immediate judgment so Peplinski had to rely on the 
officials. According to reports, he showed the bloodied bite mark to 
referee Denis Morel. 

“How do I know you didn’t do it to yourself?,” Morel told Peplinski. 

An upset Peplinski went for a tetanus shot to make sure he was OK and 
there was no further discipline. 

“I didn’t know they allowed cannibalism in the NHL,” Peplinski said. 

In this case, Brendan Lemieux won’t get off scot free and he’s been 
indefinitely suspended until a hearing is held. In the past, it’s not like 
offenders have really got the book thrown at them. TSN noted Scott 
Stevens, then with Washington, got three games in 1990 for biting an 
opponent while Dave Manson Chicago got two. 

Atlanta’s Marc Savard received one game in 2003 and former Ottawa 
winger Jarkko Ruutu got two games from the league in 2009. 

So it’s hard to say what punishment Lemieux will get but Kings’ coach 
Todd McLellan wasn’t happy. 

Lemieux has four goals and five points in 13 games this season. 

“I haven’t talked to him (Lemieux) about it yet. When the referee 
explained it to me it made sense, I didn’t see it, at least on the video we 
had on the bench and there’s many different angles but the way the 
referee explained it, it adds up,” said McLellan. 

“First of all it’s wrong, if it did happen. We don’t want it to happen. And 
two, it’s not a good situation to put the team in and not only for tonight, 
but moving forward. Brendan Lemieux has become a really valuable 
player to our team. I think he knows that, we all believe it and we need 
him in the lineup. We need him playing every night, we need him playing 
every minute that he gets offensively, defensively, physically, 
emotionally, and if we happen to lose him for any period of time, we’ll 
miss him and he has to understand how important he’s become.” 
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GARRIOCH: Matt Murray heads to Belleville as the Senators search for 
answers 
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Senators goaltender Matt Murray talks with a member of the coaching 
staff. 

It has gone from bad to worse for the Ottawa Senators this season. 

And, where it will stop, nobody knows. 

The Senators made the long trek home Sunday after they dropped their 
fifth straight with a 4-2 loss to the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday night at 
the Staples Center. 

Trying to get their top goalie back on track, Matt Murray cleared waivers 
Sunday at 2 p.m. and he’ll be assigned to the club’s AHL affiliate in 
Belleville to try to get his game together. There were no takers for the 
two-time Stanley Cup champ, who has nearly $21 million left on a deal 
that pays him $6.25 million per season. 

Murray reported to Belleville late Sunday and will be on the ice at the 
CAA Arena on Monday and Tuesday before the club heads to Utica to 
face the Comets on Wednesday night. 

No, that doesn’t come as a surprise, but with Ottawa in the throws of a 
terrible stretch, general manager Pierre Dorion felt he had to do 
something and coach D.J. Smith had lost confidence in Murray, who is 
winless in six appearances this season. 

You can argue about what effect this might have, but it may help Murray 
regroup and it’s a message to the rest of his teammates that the 
Senators will do whatever is necessary to try to get this team on track. 

To make matters worse, the Senators went winless on the four-game trip 
that also made stops in Denver, San Jose and Anaheim. The Senators 
were outscored 21-10 in those four games and there’s plenty of 
unhappiness amongst the fan base with the club going 1-10-1 in 
November. 

There’s no shortage of people trying to play the blame game, but the 
reality is that once you start the season, it’s tough to make changes so if 
the Senators are going to find the answers to what has gone so horribly 
wrong, then those are going to have to come from within. 

The finger is being pointed at Dorion, it’s being aimed in the direction of 
Smith and his staff. Yes, both have played a role in this with the club 
hitting the 20-game mark Wednesday, but the reality is there aren’t many 
players who can say they’re contributing up to what was expected 
coming into the season. 

If that doesn’t change, then neither will the club’s fortunes. 

“That’s not what we wanted to do,” winger Nick Paul told reporters in Los 
Angeles on Saturday night. “We really wanted to get something going 
and get out of this little slump we’re in here right now. We’ve just got to 
find a way. The work ethic is there, but we’ve got to get the job done. 

“It’s just details, mistakes on this road trip ended up in the back of our 
net, and to change it we’ve just got to be detailed and hard to play 
against. The answers have to come from this room. Everybody has to 
play for each other and the only people who can get out of this is us. 

“We’ve got to find a way here. There’s no excuses and we’ve just got to 
get it done.” 

The Senators have had a myriad of issues this season that have caused 
the problems they’re having right now and it’s not hard to figure what it 
would take to get this ship righted. 

It starts in the net with Filip Gustavsson making the key saves and he 
gave the club a chance to win against the Kings, but the Senators came 
up short when it mattered most. Ottawa had a five-minute power play 
after Kings forward Brendan Lemieux bit captain Brady Tkachuk with 
6:09 left and Ottawa trailing by a goal. 

If you have a team in that position you need to make them pay and if you 
don’t then you get what you deserve. 

“We’ve got to, as a group, if we want to take a next step that’s one where 
we’re going to look back and want to score a goal there,” alternate 
captain Thomas Chabot said. “You’ve got to give them a little credit, they 
did a good job cutting us off and blocking shots. We had a few looks.” 
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When the Senators return to face the Vancouver Canucks at home 
Wednesday, they’ll have winger Drake Batherson back from COVID-19 
protocol and newly acquired centre Adam Gaudette will make his debut. 
He was picked up on waivers from the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday 
and will help with depth. 

“All you can do is keep working,” Smith said. “We’ll get home, we’ll get 
Gaudette, we’ll get Batherson and we’ll get some help and we’ll get some 
fresh guys and we’ll get back to work.” 

Gaudette had played wing in Chicago, but the Senators need help in the 
middle with Colin White and Shane Pinto sidelined for the season 
because of shoulder surgery. 

“He can help the second-unit power play, he can shoot the puck and he’s 
just going to give us fresh blood,” Smith said. “He’s a guy who hasn’t 
been through this, he hasn’t been through the COVID-19, and he’s 
looking for a fresh start. It’s the same with Batherson coming back. Two 
fresh guys that can help us.” 
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Mendes: It’s time for somebody — other than D.J. Smith — to explain the 
Senators’ mess 

 

By Ian Mendes  

Nov 28, 2021  

  

As the Los Angeles Kings gathered around Cal Petersen’s crease to 
celebrate their 4-2 victory at the Staples Center on Saturday night, 
television cameras caught Brady Tkachuk slumped over on the Ottawa 
Senators bench. 

The captain — who is usually the epitome of positivity and energy 
regardless of the situation — had his head down and was staring at the 
empty space between his two skates. It was atypical, negative body 
language for Tkachuk, but it seemed to serve as the perfect summation 
for the current state of his hockey team. 

Frustration, mixed with a touch of resignation. 

Minutes later, however, Tkachuk sprang back to life when he spoke to 
the media and delivered a passionate and blistering verbal tirade directed 
at Brendan Lemieux. After Tkachuk says the Kings’ forward bit him 
during a third-period altercation, he went on to call Lemieux “gutless”, “a 
bad guy” and a “brick head.” 

“The guy is a joke. He shouldn’t be in the league,” Tkachuk said. “You 
can ask any one of his teammates. Nobody ever wants to play with him. 
This guy is a bad guy and a bad teammate.” 

Tkachuk’s quote was quickly shared on social media, where fans and 
media regaled in the rare peek behind the curtain into what a player 
really thinks about a situation. Unvarnished and authentic quotes are 
unicorns in this realm and Tkachuk’s comments were a reminder that 
fans crave this type of honesty instead of the cliche pablum they are 
usually served. 

And now it’s time for someone to deliver a similarly authentic message 
about the state of the Ottawa Senators. It certainly doesn’t have to be 
that blunt or pointed, but a little bit of transparency and accountability 
would go a long way around these parts. 

At the end of his media session on Saturday, Tkachuk touched on the 
team’s recent struggles, but deferred to using more conservative 
language. 

“It’s going to take all of us here,” said Tkachuk. “The whole organization 
has got to push in the right direction and definitely turn this around.” 

The “whole organization” is a key phrase to isolate, because lately, we 
haven’t heard much from senior executives with the hockey club. We’ve 
heard from Tkachuk and head coach D.J. Smith on numerous occasions 
in recent weeks. 

But it’s time to hear from somebody higher than the head coach and 
captain on the organizational depth chart. 

Smith spoke to the media on nine different occasions last week alone, his 
frustration more palpable with each passing session. It’s unclear what 
else he can say at this point to satiate a fan base starving for some 
answers about the state of their favourite hockey team. 

A large segment of these fans have now turned their anger and venom 
toward the head coach, blaming his system and tactics for the seemingly 
endless parade of defensive miscues. And every day, Smith is trotted out 
in front of media to answer questions without anybody else intervening to 
help diffuse the situation. Somebody from above needs to throw this man 
a life preserver and help answer some questions about their current 
predicament. 

If Smith has the trust and faith from upper management, now would be a 
good time to hear about it. But the lack of support he is receiving on that 
front is concerning. 

The club finished November with exactly one victory — a disastrous 
month that was bookended by a COVID-19 outbreak and placing their 
$25-million goalie on waivers. 

Why is Smith the only one forced to answer questions about Matt Murray 
being placed on waivers?  The general manager who traded for him and 
signed him to a four-year contract extension 13 months ago should offer 
his thoughts on this seismic news. He should be peppered with honest 
and fair questions about the situation. 

Did you miscalculate on Murray last fall? 

Do you really think Murray can rediscover his confidence after being 
placed on waivers? 

Did you consult Murray and his agent about this decision, or act 
unilaterally? 

How much blame should the goalie coaches take, considering you 
already fired Pierre Groulx last season? 

And quite frankly, that’s just the tip of the iceberg. There are dozens of 
questions to ask management about a team that promised they were on 
an upward trajectory, but currently sit 32nd in the overall standings. 

Why should this fan base accept being in last place overall in December? 

Why haven’t you acquired a centreman? 

Why is this team so bad defensively all the time? 

How much blame do the players deserve? 

Is D.J. Smith still the right coach here?  

How much responsibility should hockey operations take for the current 
situation? 

What’s a realistic expectation for this team now?  

How much of your current struggles should we attribute to the COVID-19 
outbreak and injuries? 

How concerned are you that Tim Stützle has only one goal in his 
sophomore season? 
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Do you regret saying ‘the rebuild is over’? 

This was supposed to be your window for contention as originally 
outlined back in 2018. So are we moving the timeline now? If so, when 
should we expect this to be a playoff team? And by extension, a Stanley 
Cup contender? 

These aren’t sensationalist questions designed to humiliate or embarrass 
anybody. They are tough, pointed and fair questions that need to be 
asked in order to figure out where this is all headed. And this feels like a 
natural checkpoint on the schedule to be demanding answers for a 
variety of reasons. 

The 20-game mark. 

The passing of American Thanksgiving. 

The calendar flipping to December. 

Pick your reason, but it just feels like we need some answers from above 
at this particular juncture. And yet this organization has been enveloped 
in a cone of silence outside of the daily briefings with Smith and a handful 
of players like Tkachuk and Thomas Chabot. They’ve been accountable 
for several weeks now, answering tough questions without being snarky 
and defensive in return. 

When the Senators hired Pierre McGuire this summer, the club made it 
abundantly clear the veteran broadcaster would help deliver key 
messaging to the fan base. 

“There’s no question, it is part of the role,” McGuire said when asked 
about being a spokesperson on July 12. “That’s something Mr. Melnyk 
talked about when we met maybe one of the first two or three times via 
phone conversation. It’s something that I am comfortable with. I made my 
living doing that for the last 20 years.” 

But since the season started, McGuire has been eerily silent, not even 
appearing on TSN 1200 — a radio station he enjoyed daily visits with for 
20 years. 

The Senators have made a calculated decision in recent years to grant 
interviews to media outlets they believe won’t distort their messaging. 
And it’s worth noting this isn’t a path unique to the Senators, as many 
sports franchises prefer using this route. 

Last week, while battling COVID-19 and with his team struggling on the 
ice, Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin conducted a 
small media tour. He took a handful of individual, 15-minute phone 
conversations with selected reporters rather than facing everybody 
collectively in a press conference format. 

And perhaps we’ll see something similar in the days ahead from the 
Senators, with Eugene Melnyk appearing on a Toronto radio station or 
podcast or Dorion doing an exclusive interview with a preferred media 
partner. It’s their team and they have every right to disseminate the 
external messaging as they see fit. So even one of those hand-selected 
interviews would be preferable to the silent offerings that are currently on 
the table. Any updated glimpse into what Dorion, McGuire or Melnyk is 
thinking right now would provide some much-needed insight. 

The Senators need to be proactive and upfront right now, putting 
spokespeople from the upper reaches of the organization in front-facing 
situations. The head coach is clearly out of answers, so somebody above 
his pay grade needs to take a turn offering up an explanation for why this 
team has won just four times in their first 19 games. 

Accountability is a two-way street — you simply can’t demand it from 
your players and coaching staff and disappear into the shadows when 
criticism starts loudly knocking at your own office door. 

Most fans were willing to put up with losing over the past four seasons 
because that was the plan and vision that was sold to them. Languishing 
at the bottom of the standings was acceptable because it was part of a 
carefully devised plan to bottom out and obtain high draft picks for a 
rebuild. 

But the plummet to the bottom of the standings this season feels less like 
a controlled nosedive and more like a wild, unhinged tailspin. 

And that’s the problem. 

Fans are okay when their placement in the standings reflects the 
messaging from the team. 

But right now, nobody has a clue what that message is from upper 
management. 
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As Seattle hits town, Hall of Famer and Kraken scout Cammi Granato 
reflects on brother Don 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter11-14 minutes 

 

Call it Round Two of the Granato family rivalry Monday night in KeyBank 
Center. 

Don Granato, of course, will be behind the Sabres' bench for their game 
against the Seattle Kraken, the first trip to Buffalo for the NHL's newest 
expansion team. His sister, Hockey Hall of Famer and Kraken scout 
Cammi Granato, is likely to be checking in on the action from her 
Vancouver home. 

At the end of a four-game Western trip and with the added mental stress 
of the long-awaited Jack Eichel trade going down earlier in the day, the 
Sabres had one of their worst collapses of the season when they visited 
Seattle on Nov. 5. Holding a 2-1 lead late in the second period, Buffalo 
yielded a natural hat trick to Jordan Eberle and lost 5-2 in a game that 
saw them get outshot 38-21. 

"I just wanted it to be competitive. We didn't really ask each other about 
it," Cammi Granato said by phone. "Of course, we want our teams to win, 
but it goes deeper than that, right? I root for Don and my family. That's 
just the way we are. It was competitive fun. I've never been in a position 
exactly like that." 

So did Cammi take that win as a first notch in the family's newest NHL 
competition? 

"We didn't play good enough for her to gloat. After that one, I think she 
was more worried about us than anything," Don said. "That was one of 
our worst games. Hopefully, that will be different this time around. She 
knows the ups and downs of the sport. She would not be doing that in 
any fashion, anyway. That's not her style." 

Cammi Granato, 50, is one of the most iconic women's hockey players in 
history, joining Canadian great Angela James in 2010 to become the first 
women elected to the Hall of Fame. She led the 1998 gold-medal Team 
USA squad in Nagano, Japan, and earned a silver medal in Salt Lake in 
2002. She also owns 10 medals in world championships. She remains 
the all-time leading scorer for the U.S. women's team with 343 points. 

Just last week, she was named to a term on the Hall's 18-member 
selection committee, joining Canadian legend Cassie Campbell-Pascall 
as the only women currently in the group. 

"It's very, very exciting for all of us as family members, just knowing the 
work she's put in," said Don Granato, 54. "This is someone that's gone 
through the pressure of being an Olympian, going through tryout camps, 
trying to make teams and battle through injuries. We watched her 
compete and go through the highs and lows, physical challenges, the 
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mental challenges. To see her still getting rewards from her work is great. 
I'm happy for her. It's a very exciting honor." 

"It's an incredible honor to know I can have an impact on both the 
women's and men's game," Cammi Granato said. "I lived and breathed 
the game since I can remember. I dreamed of being on the Chicago 
Blackhawks and then finding out that I couldn't was a really devastating 
thing. ...  When I was in inducted into the Hall of Fame, I remember 
feeling this feeling of like, 'Wow, I just didn't know it was possible.' In my 
role with the Kraken right now, I'm current in the game and I have been 
around the game enough to know the past players, as well." 

'He was a coach when he was like 10' 

Cammi Granato said the family was thrilled the Sabres gave Don 
Granato a chance as the interim coach in the spring and that he got the 
job on a permanent basis over the summer, culminating a long ride 
through the minor leagues to finally get an NHL bench of his own. 

"You have to understand that I look back and I think, 'He was a coach 
before he knew he was a coach,' " she said with a laugh. "He was a 
coach when he was, like, 10 years old." 

Cammi Granato recalled Don helping to tape the floors for the family 
ministicks tournament in the basement of their suburban Chicago home. 
Don would stencil the name of the tournament and brackets on paper 
and help brother Tony go in the backyard and figure out uses of training 
equipment Tony would bring home from USA Hockey camps. Don would 
encourage everyone to stickhandle on a slide board like the one US 
speed skater Eric Heiden trained on for the 1980 Olympics. He'd even 
splice together VHS tapes of old Wayne Gretzky videos for everyone to 
watch. 

"There's just so much excitement for him in this position because he's 
been in the game for so many years and has had the ability to do it," 
Cammi said. "I was always such a huge advocate for Don, because I 
knew as a player what he gave me and knew what he gave his players. 

"And it was so unique, and so powerful, because who doesn't want to 
play for a coach that brings out the best in your abilities? And that's Don's 
strength. He really does communicate well, and he's fair and he's always 
studying the game and learning more." 

While Cammi isn't surprised Don reached the NHL as a head coach, the 
Sabres' boss isn't surprised his sister cracked through the game's top 
league, either. 

"She's put a lot of work in both the physical and emotional sides of it and 
really taken a lot of pride to educate herself," he said. "Even growing up, 
she was youngest of the four of us playing hockey. She was very 
inquisitive, asked a lot of questions and looked at things from two or 
three different sides. It's helped her gain a lot of experience. So to see 
her be able to use all of that now as something as exciting as this team 
and franchise in Seattle is really neat." 

The Kraken are 7-13-1, but come into Buffalo on a roll, winners of three 
of their last four games, in which they've conquered Washington, 
Carolina and Florida. The 4-1 win Saturday over the Panthers ended 
Florida's 11-game home winning streak to start the season, one shy of 
setting a new NHL record. 

"There were some players that were given up to Vegas four years ago 
that teams probably wouldn't make those decisions again on. Fool me 
once, that whole thing," Cammi Granato said. "Realistically, we were an 
expansion team. And typically it takes a while for expansion teams. It's 
hard. Everybody wants to see the team win. It is a process. We have 
great people and great leaders and we'll be OK. It's just weathering the 
storm." 

Building a team 

When the Kraken hired Cammi Granato in 2019, she became the first 
female scout in the NHL. The pandemic forced the Kraken to prepare for 
the expansion draft much more on the fly, through video call meetings. 
But there were unexpected benefits, too. 

"We actually were on a lot of Zoom meetings with other people outside of 
hockey, with other parts of the organization," she said. "And so we got to 
know the ins and outs of how the (Climate Pledge Arena) was being built 
and and how we're going to work with memberships for the fans. We 
were kind of seeing all sides of it, everything to bring a team together." 

Kraken Expansion Draft Hockey 

There were literally hundreds of expansion drafts held by the Kraken 
front office and their scouts, all of whom had software to mock the 
selections on their own at any time. From more than a year on paper and 
laptops, to participating in the actual draft in Seattle in July, seeing the 
inaugural season start has been quite a process. 

"It's pretty surreal. I think it hit me the most an opening night in Seattle, 
just sitting there with the other other scouts and kind of taking it all in," 
she said. "All the reports that we wrote, and all the meetings and mock 
trials, the draft and having this team get on the ice was amazing. And 
then seeing (president/CEO) Tod Leiweke speak at the game was the 
most emotional because I could hear it in his voice and all the vision that 
he had." 

Earlier in the day, the club had Granato don a jersey and raise the team 
flag at the top of the Space Needle, the city's signature tower located 
down the street from the arena. 

"One of the coolest experiences, honestly," she said. "You're climbing up 
ladders to get up there. And you're literally on the top of the building. 
Amazing views. It was just incredible. It was invigorating, the whole thing, 
super memorable." 

Cammi Granato's career is filled with memories of the highest heights, so 
Don Granato said an NHL spot for her should be no surprise. 

"I can remember going into a lot of youth rinks and parents and kids on 
the other team were yelling to go after her," he said. "She was always the 
target and she accepted that and thrived on it," he said. "She enjoys the 
competition. I think that's why she's back in it. She missed the 
competition and competing." 

Monday's schedule 

Both teams were off Sunday after completing back-to-backs Saturday 
and will skate Monday morning in advance of the game, which is part of 
the NHL's Hockey Fights Cancer Night series that will feature pregame 
tributes to those afflicted by the disease. 

The Sabres have converted Rochester center Mark Jankowski's AHL 
contract to an NHL deal at one year and $750,000, making him eligible 
for his debut with the club on Monday. They sent Arttu Ruotsalainen to 
the Amerks. Jankowski, 27, had five goals and 12 points in 13 games for 
Rochester. In 253 career NHL games with Pittsburgh and Calgary, he 
has 40 goals and 35 assists. 
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NHL style power rankings: A 6-year-old with a viral fashion statement, 
Hockey Fights Cancer, the Jersey jersey, more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Nov 28, 2021   

 

We’ve always been advocates for wearing whatever you want at The 
Athletic’s NHL style power rankings™, and that’s why we’ve encouraged 
a looser dress code. But on this journey of drip we’ve been taking 
together, we’ve learned a few things: the Leafs giveth and the Leafs 
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taketh away, confidence and personality go a long way, and sometimes 
— even if you have a looser dress code — a suit just hits the spot. 

Suits, confidence and personality have clearly been hitting the spot for a 
6-year-old named Desmond Garrett, who took the hockey world by storm 
this past week with his style. 

Desmond already has a social media presence (@3yearoldskater on 
Twitter and Instagram) where he showcases some impressive moves, an 
all-around passion for the game and an NHL All-Star award for “fan 
skills.” Desmond has basically been playing hockey since he could walk. 

The Athletic caught up with Desmond’s father, Adam, this week to learn 
more about where comes from. 

“So, I’m originally from Toronto, and I started playing roller hockey 
(around Indianapolis),” Adam said. “By the time (Desmond) was born, he 
was at the rink all the time. We took him to an Indy Fuel game, our local 
ECHL team, and he saw after the Sunday games you could skate with 
the players. We took him to that rink at about 21 months old with the 
smallest pair of skates we could find. After two hours, he was bawling 
because he had to leave the rink. Ever since then, he’s had this non-stop 
passion. He watches these videos of all the pros, and he is always 
looking for ways to emulate them. He’s got the fire, drive and non-stop 
passion behind it.” 

But what about the suits? How did those start? 

“He, again, watches these videos to pump himself up,” Adam said. “And 
he sees these players arriving to the rink in suits, so now he does that. 
He’s been doing it for at least two years. Even now, I’m like, ‘Dude, you 
don’t have to dress up.’ He’s like, ‘No, I want to.’ So I’m not going to 
discourage it, but you’ve got this 6-year-old showing up to the rink like 
this. 

“I asked him the other day why he wanted to keep doing that. He said, 
‘You never know who’s watching you.’ I think he got that from one of his 
inspirational videos he loves to watch. It’s amazing, but it’s all him. I’ll 
take him to wherever he needs to go and support him, but he’s the one 
driving it. I’ve never made him do something.” 

Adam started Desmond’s accounts to help friends get updates, but the 
following has grown “unexpectedly.” When the tweet of his suit went viral 
last week, father and son — both roller hockey aficionados — were 
excited that Pat Maroon shared it. Kevin Shattenkirk also sent them a 
message of support. 

Desmond looks to Nikita Kucherov, Connor McDavid and Alex Ovechkin 
for his style tips, on and off the ice. 

Plenty of players, amateur and professional, could probably use a tip or 
two from him. Although, as we see in this week’s rankings, plenty are 
also doing pretty well for themselves. On to the rankings. 

Honorable mentions: This ranking’s sole honorable mention goes to the 
Metropolitan Riveters of the PHF: 

It’s good to know at least one New Jersey-based professional hockey 
team knows how to create a jersey. 

10. Dougie Hamilton 

Previously: Unranked 

Hot tip for Devils fans who have an affinity for fashion: Always look at 
Dougie Hamilton’s socks. He and his socks finally cracked the style 
rankings for two reasons: 

1. A genuinely good outfit (Hamilton on the left in the fifth photo below): 

2. The hat hat: 

It’s very rare Hockey Twitter will come together for something, but it’s 
usually for good, old-fashioned teasing. That’s what happened when the 
Devils released their Jersey jersey (hah), but they showed they’re good 
sports with the hat hat. 

9. Mathieu Joseph 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest appearance: No. 3 

I have to hand it to the Lightning — Zach Bogosian, Maroon, Victor 
Hedman, Alex Killorn, Mikhail Sergachev — for their outfits lately. The 
team might be the best dressed in the league. But this isn’t a team 
award, and I will not be handing out participation trophies, so only a few 
Lightning players make it this week. 

Joseph has to be one of them. 

8. Radko Gudas 

Previously: Unranked 

I’m loving Gudas’ range of hats. I’m loving the velvet with that underrated 
shade of blue. I’m loving the topical-but-not-corny take on Thanksgiving. 
It’s tough to have a feather in your cap and not look corny, but Gudas 
pulls it off. 

7. Zach Bogosian 

Previously: Unranked 

Zach Bogosian is another Lightning player who has been crushing it over 
the past few weeks. 

6. Adam Lowry 

Previously: No. 1 

Don’t worry, folks, Adam Lowry didn’t let the fame get to his head, and 
he’s still serving us look after look. 

5. Brent Burns 

Previously: No. 3 

I’d been expecting more from Brent Burns at the beginning of the season. 
It appears he broke out during the last power ranking and never looked 
back. 

4. David Pastrnak 

Previously: No. 2 

Wearing this hat once was impressive enough, but finding a way to style 
it again? We love a sustainable king setting a good example that there’s 
nothing wrong with being an accessory repeater. Building your wardrobe 
with staples you’ll wear again is superior to fast fashion trends. 

Here he is again, on the top left: 

Business on the outside, party on the inside. 

3. Oskar Lindblom 

Previously: Unranked 

It’s rare, but every once in a pinstriped moon, you get a look so strong 
that you’ve seen it and you’ve seen enough. I don’t need to know what 
else Oskar Lindblom has been wearing recently. I don’t need a hat. This 
sharp look is good enough for the No. 3 spot. 

2. Ryan Reaves 

Previously: Unranked 

As we went over in the previous edition with PK Subban, we love a 
classy yet creative expression of happenings around the league. Reaves 
understood the assignment this week with his purple Hockey Fights 
Cancer suit, and beyond that, he had several other strong looks. He’s 
been crushing it on the ice lately too, so you know what they say — look 
good, play good, especially in New York City. 

He’s on the top right here: 
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1. Josh Morrissey 

Previously: Unranked 

Here, we have the best iteration of the Hockey Fights Cancer suit of all 
time, via Jets defenseman Josh Morrissey: 

“I think it’s fitting knowing my dad, and how he liked to look good and 
dress well,” Morrissey said. “Hockey was really what brought us together 
the tightest, I’ll definitely be thinking about him a lot during this Hockey 
Fights Cancer game at home.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Bergevin era over, Canadiens tap Jeff Gorton to 
oversee 'new vision' 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

November 28, 2021, 9:53 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- It was a seismic shift happening right under Marc 
Bergevin’s feet, and under his nose too. 

He knew the end of his tenure with the Montreal Canadiens was nearing. 
He understood that, in failing to secure a contract extension prior to the 
start of the season, his days as general manager were likely numbered, 
and he had come to terms with that reality as he watched the team that 
got to last summer’s Stanley Cup Final flounder towards the worst start in 
its 111-year history. 

But Bergevin didn’t expect the cracks to form as quickly as they did on 
Saturday, and on Sunday he -- along with assistant general manager 
Trevor Timmins and executive VP of public affairs and communications 
Paul Wilson -- was pushed through them. 

In a release appearing on the Canadiens’ website at 3:09 p.m. ET., the 
announcement came that all three had been relieved of their functions 
effective immediately. 

Timmins had been with the team for nearly two decades, overseeing the 
draft for all of that time and serving as AGM since 2017. Wilson had 
taken on his role in 2018 after working with the Canadiens for several 
years as a partner in NATIONAL Public Relations. And Bergevin was 
brought on to lead the team he grew up cheering for nine years, six 
months and 26 days ago. 

Jeff Gorton’s appointment as executive VP of hockey operations on 
Sunday marked the end for all three men in Montreal. 

Just prior to Saturday’s 6-3 win for the Canadiens over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported team owner Geoff 
Molson had obtained permission to speak the former New York Rangers 
GM and, according to a report from TVA’s Louis Jean later in the 
evening, that was news to Bergevin. 

He had recommended long-time assistant GM Scott Mellanby for the 
position and both he and Mellanby were under the impression Molson 
was keen on moving in that direction. 

But what quickly became clear to both men on Saturday evening was 
that the Canadiens’ owner had decided on another route. 

Mellanby resigned 15 minutes into the first period of the Pittsburgh game 
and, as the night progressed, it became obvious Bergevin’s fate hung in 
the balance. 

Sources informed us changes were en route as early as Sunday, and 
they came in the afternoon. 

"On behalf of myself and the organization, I wish to thank Marc Bergevin, 
Trevor Timmins, and Paul Wilson for their passion and engagement 
towards our club over the last years,” read Molson’s statement. “Their 
relentless work allowed our fans to experience many memorable 
moments, including last summer's playoff run that culminated with the 
Stanley Cup Final. We wish them all the success they deserve in the 
pursuit of their careers. 

“I think, however, that the time has come for a leadership change within 
our hockey operations department that will bring a new vision and should 
allow our fans and partners to continue cheering for a championship 
team.” 

The Canadiens haven’t been one since 1993, and they appear far off 
from becoming one -- sitting in 29th place in the NHL, with just six wins in 
23 games of what’s assuredly a lost season. 

But Gorton’s job will be to oversee their revival, beginning with the task of 
recruiting -- and eventually hiring -- a bilingual general manager who will 
“bring significant hockey experience to the organization,” according to 
Molson. 

The 53-year-old made his start in the NHL as a scout with the Boston 
Bruins in 1992. He then worked his way up to assistant general manager 
and was eventually promoted to interim GM after Mike O’Connell was 
fired in 2006. 

Within a span of days, Gorton oversaw what’s widely considered the 
greatest draft haul in Bruins history -- plucking out Phil Kessel, Milan 
Lucic and Brad Marchard and trading Andrew Raycroft for Tuukka Rask -
- and made waves when he signed Marc Savard and Zdeno Chara as 
free agents. 

It was then that he caught the attention of one of the shrewdest 
executives in hockey history, Glen Sather, who ended up hiring Gorton to 
work for the Rangers immediately after he left the Bruins in 2007. 

“The first time I really had anything to do with him was we tried to sign 
Chara in New York,” Sather told Sportsnet on Sunday. “Jeff got the inside 
track on him and got him to Boston, and I was left surprised at what 
happened.” 

Sather was impressed, too. 

He later brought Gorton on as a pro scout with the Rangers and quickly 
promoted him to assistant GM. And in July of 2015, Sather named 
Gorton his replacement as Rangers GM. 

Despite firing his protégé from that position in May of 2021 -- a move 
most believe Rangers owner James Dolan demanded -- the 78-year-old 
senior advisor still believes he’s uniquely qualified for the challenge in 
Montreal. 

“I’m not going to explain what happened (in New York),” said Sather, “but 
what I will say is he’s a good man and I’m very glad he got the job. 

“He communicates well with the people that work with him. He treats 
them well and has a lot of respect for them. He’s an interesting guy. He’s 
very respectful, very smart, and he’s good with the numbers. He’ll do a 
good job in Montreal.” 

A rival executive we touched base with texted, “Jeff is bright. Very bright. 
Thoughtful, always has a plan.” 

“Jeff takes his time, takes emotion out of it, does the right thing,” the exec 
continued. “He’s quiet. Doesn’t love attention or media.” 

Gorton’s predecessor wasn’t a big fan of that, either, but mused in his 
final statement as GM on Sunday, “I would never have thought, in my life, 
that I would be getting more visibility than the Premier (of Quebec).” 

Where Bergevin and Gorton diverge is on emotional detachment. 
Bergevin wore his emotions on his bulging biceps throughout his time in 
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Montreal, and they got the better of him in some negotiations that went 
awry but also served him well in building strong relationships with nearly 
everyone around him. 

The team was quite successful under the 56-year-old’s watch over the 
first five years, making the playoffs four times and earning him 
nominations for GM of the Year on two occasions. But it went through 
major turmoil from early 2017 through the spring of 2018 and left him 
hanging on by a thread. 

It was then that Bergevin presented a plan to reset the roster, earning 
Molson’s endorsement and what was expected to be job security through 
the end of this season. 

The work done since then was commendable. Last year, with cap space 
to burn and the economic conditions brought on the pandemic creating 
an opportunity for Bergevin to strike, it earned him the most first-place 
votes for the 2021 Jim Gregory Award, which eventually went to New 
York Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello. 

It was arguably Bergevin’s finest work as Canadiens GM. He traded for 
and signed Jake Allen to play behind Carey Price, traded for defenceman 
Joel Edmundson and forward Josh Anderson and signed both to long-
term contracts, extended long-time Canadiens Jeff Petry and Brendan 
Gallagher, brought in free agents Tyler Toffoli, Michael Frolik and Corey 
Perry, and completed the roster by adding in Eric Staal, Jon Merrill and 
Erik Gustafsson prior to the trade deadline -- all moves that, as he put it, 
“allowed us to get closer to the ultimate objective.” 

“But we fell short of hoisting the Holy Grail,” Bergevin continued. “Despite 
this, I am proud of what we achieved as an organization. I sincerely hope 
this objective will be achieved sooner than later. 

“Montreal is the city where I took my first skating strides and it's also the 
city where I learned to lead the NHL's winningest franchise. This city and 
this organization will always have a special place in my heart.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Bergevin knew the clock was ticking on his time here but didn’t know it 
would run out as quickly as it did over the weekend. 

Timmins was “completely shocked,” he said, when the phone rang on 
Sunday and Molson was on the line. 

“I spent 10 years with Ottawa and 20 with Montreal and I’ve never been 
fired from a job in my life,” he told Sportsnet on Sunday night. 

His hard work on the draft was often interfered with both by Bergevin and 
previous general managers who made executive decisions on the floor, 
and it was at least partially undone by flawed development practices that 
plagued the organization for years. 

In the end, whatever good discoveries the 53-year-old made in beyond 
the first round -- and there were many over the years -- were offset by 
first-round misses. 

Still, Timmins selected Cole Caufield there, 15th overall in 2019, and 
drafted Kaiden Guhle 16th overall in 2020, and both decisions have been 
widely praised. He also made several other quality picks over those 
years that will likely have a more positive influence on how his time with 
the organization will ultimately be evaluated. 

Timmins’ dismissal, however, comes just months after selecting a player 
who asked not to be drafted in 2021. 

It was a PR disaster overseen by Wilson. The removal of him, Timmins 
and Bergevin from the organization on Sunday at least suggests Molson 
isn’t over it. 

The owner will surely be asked about that when he meets with the media 
on Monday for the first time this season. 

Meanwhile, Molson acknowledged -- days after Mailloux was drafted -- 
that he was aware of the decision being made and grossly 
underestimated how it would be received. 

“It was an error in judgment,” Molson said. 

It was one of many that’s been made with him at the top of the hockey 
operations org chart, and perhaps one that made him realize it was time 
to put someone of Gorton’s experience in place. 

With the Canadiens likely earning a top-10 pick in the 2022 Draft, which 
is being held in Montreal, Gorton will lend his strong background in 
amateur scouting to the process. 

He’ll also help ring in a new era by bringing along what’s likely to be a 
rookie GM and, as Sather put it, “he’ll surround that person with great 
people.” 

“He knows everybody in hockey,” Sather added. “He’s going to find the 
right guy.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We're rolling': Maple Leafs finish record-breaking month 
on a high 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 28, 2021, 10:46 PM 

 

ANAHEIM – Admit it. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are sucking you in again, aren’t they? 

You swore you’d wait until April to care, to dream. Yet slowly but surely, 
you’re warming up to the idea of getting hurt again. 

Or just maybe: They’re a contender for real this time. 

Toronto’s November reign concluded Sunday with another decisive 
victory, 5-1 over the Anaheim Ducks, and an exclamation point on one of 
the smoothest road trips a hockey club could ask for. 

In going a perfect 4-0 and sweeping California with relative ease, the 
scorching-hot Toronto Maple Leafs leapt to a share of first place in the 
NHL standings, set a franchise record by ripping off a seventh 
consecutive road win, and gathered their 13th win in the past 15 games. 

The Leafs’ goaltending has been superb and their defence stingy. Their 
special teams are dialled in and their offence punishing again. 

“It feels great. We’re rolling,” Auston Matthews said. “It just seems like 
we're getting consistent play out of all four lines. Our goaltending has 
been amazing. I think all through our lineup, we're getting everything we 
need from everybody.” 

Fans of arguably the most infuriating playoff team in recent memory will 
have to fight the urge to let hope seep in. 

For it’s not just the piling standings points (33) that bode well. It’s the 
lockdown of leads, the overcoming of injuries, and the 200-foot pledge of 
the group that is growing increasingly difficult to deny. 

“I think everyone's buying in — and that's what it starts with. It really 
starts with a decision amongst the group that everyone really has to buy 
into it. Everyone has to be on the same page,” Alexander Kerfoot said. 

“When, on an individual level, you're all committing to defence, it really 
helps a team game as well. And structurally we've been great, and then 
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obviously Soupy has been unbelievable. So that's probably the No. 1 key 
for us.” 

Take, for example, how stud sniper Auston Matthews scored in each 
California barn. 

Not with his patented pulled wrister or his evolving one-timer, but rather 
by driving to the hash marks for tips, rebounds, and greasier tucks in 
tight. 

“You see some of the goals Auston's scored of late, being in the right 
spots, fighting for positioning and scoring in and around the net, those 
are the types of goals that are hard to earn," coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

"They're available if you can work like that. Especially for a guy like 
Auston, who is so big and strong and fast that he's a lot to handle when 
he gets inside that slot area and you're trying to defend him off the puck." 

Following a 0-0 first period in which the Ducks controlled the run of play, 
Matthews opened the scoring in the second by posting up inside the 
hash marks and getting some fibreglass on a T.J. Brodie point shot. 

"There hasn't been an abundance of chances available on the rush for 
our team," Keefe said. "Teams have been doing a good job defending us 
in that regard. Anaheim will do that. One of the things I've been happy 
with through this trip is how our team's adapted to that and found 
different ways to score." 

Kerfoot describes Matthews as “a complete goal scorer.” 

Allow him to explain: “He can score in just about any way that you can 
put the puck in the net. He's got great hands. He gets a stick on a lot of 
pucks. He battles hard to get to those areas, and he's able to really dig 
pucks out of the front of the net, which is key, because there's always 
loose pucks around there, and he always seems to get the puck on his 
stick in those situations. And then, he's got great hands in front of the net. 
He can make people look silly, and there's not many guys that can beat 
goalies from the outside and he's obviously one of them. So, there's not 
much more you can ask for out of a goal scorer.” 

A much more Leafy goal came next. 

Jake Muzzin triggered a rush by completing a wonderful stretch pass to 
Mitch Marner, who then fed Michael Bunting for a pounded one-timer that 
beat John Gibson clean. 

“Mitch has great vision, probably one of the best visions in the NHL,” 
Bunting said. “I know whenever it's on his stick, I just gotta find those soft 
spots and he'll find me. He made a hell of a pass for my goal tonight.” 

Kerfoot found the net 13 seconds into the third period, essentially putting 
the thing to bed. 

Hampus Lindholm scored a greasy shutout-buster for the Ducks midway 
through the third. But William Nylander added an empty-netter, and 
Wayne Simmonds threw one more past Gibson for good measure. 

And, yes, Olympic hopeful Jack Campbell made 38 saves, outdueling his 
fellow American goalie. 

Toronto dominated its opponents by a combined score of 18-4 during this 
roadie and never trailed a game at any point. 

We dare say, we are witnessing the most consistent stretch of hockey by 
this Maple Leafs core. 

Twelve wins in one month. 

Their belief is growing. 

Will you allow yours to? 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Ryan Getzlaf (plus wife Paige and their four children) was honoured 
pre-game for scoring his 1,000th point. A custom engraved gold stick is 
on the way. 

“It's cool to be here for all these milestones that he's hitting," rookie 
centre Trevor Zegras said. "I feel like every other night we're doing a 
Getzlaf ceremony, which I know he hates. But it's pretty cool for all us 
young guys to see. We have a couple more coming up for him, which 
he'll be mortified about, but we'll definitely enjoy it.” 

• Former Marlies coach Dallas Eakins was asked a question about 
Matthews and countered with praise instead for Morgan Rielly. 

"He quietly goes about his business very, very well back there. He's a 
highly, highly underrated defenceman in this league,” said Eakins, who 
believes Rielly’s understated personality has him flying under the radar. 

"There is a lot of focus on the forwards the Leafs have, and it's easier to 
look at the shiny toys a little bit. Those young men have earned 
everything they get there. They're excellent players." 

• Despite the early 5 p.m. local start, Campbell still wanted a morning 
skate. So, the creature of habit hit the ice at 9:30 a.m. (instead of his 
usual 11:30 a.m.). No other player in the game did so. The Leafs also 
had the team leave the hotel and come into Honda Center in the morning 
for a meeting. All business. 

• Anaheim winger Nicolas Deslauriers leads the NHL in hits (99). 

• Toronto’s 55.7 per cent success in the faceoff dots is the best in the 
league. Part of that is due to Matthews’ improvement, and part is the 
addition of David Kämpf, who takes most PK draws. 

But Keefe says the club placed an increased focus on winger wins during 
training camp. So, you’ll see Leafs wings jump into the dot with more 
aggression and help recover pucks that aren’t swiped cleanly. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks undone by Bruins' Marchand again: 'It seems like 
he does it every night' 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 29, 2021, 12:59 AM 

 

If their penalty killing doesn’t get the Vancouver Canucks, then Brad 
Marchand will. On Sunday, it was both. Only those two things. 

Marchand, who has been bullying the Canucks since the 2011 Stanley 
Cup Final, did it again on Sunday, piling on to Vancouver’s miserable 
start to the National Hockey League season by scoring the tying goal in 
the third period and then setting up the winner in the Bruins’ 3-2 victory. 

Those two power-play goals in eight minutes made it six straight road 
losses for Vancouver and eight defeats in nine games. 

Marchand was on another level. And so too, sadly, are the Canucks, 
whose 6-14-2 start is a point worse than Vancouver’s 22-game record 
from the infamous 1997-98 season of chaos when Mark Messier and 
Mike Keenan came in, Pat Quinn and Trevor Linden left and half the 
roster ended up being traded. 

Twenty-four years later, the team has performed even worse but without 
any of the upheaval -- yet. 

Jim Benning is still the Canucks’ general manager and Travis Green the 
coach, who nightly has to go out and explain to reporters how this team 
is supposed to turn things around when there is little chance Green will 
be part of any solution. 

The Canucks five-game road trip feels like a funeral procession. 
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Remaining Time -2:56 

Green after Canucks fourth straight loss: 'You can feel the 
disappointment' 

“We played well,” Vancouver winger Conor Garland said after the 
Canucks snatched another loss. “I say that a lot but, man, it stinks. That's 
a good team to give them two power plays. That's not to say they were 
bad penalties or anything, it's just, you know, it's what (the Bruins) do. 
They win games. That's why they're always deep in the playoffs. They 
wait for their chances. We held them to nothing, and then all of a sudden 
their top line ends up with two. That's what happens.” 

Garland should know. He grew up south of Boston in Scituate, Mass., 
saw the Bruins as a kid, watched how Marchand, both filthy and 
fabulous, could play a foot taller than his frame. 

Marchand pounced on a loose puck to score from a scramble at 8:45 of 
the third period, then beautifully set up David Pastrnak at the back post 
for the game-winner at 16:36. 

That goal, in which Marchand badly dangled past defenceman Kyle 
Burroughs, came after Canucks blue-liner Oliver Ekman-Larsson stapled 
Anton Blidh in the numbers for a boarding penalty at 15:23. 

Nils Hoglander took a careless tripping penalty at 7:21. These horribly-
timed penalties enabled the Canucks’ league-worst shorthanded unit to 
surrender two or more power-play goals for the ninth time in 14 games. 

The trio of Marchand, Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron combined for two 
goals, three assists and 15 shots. Marchand also contributed five hits, 
not including the unpenalized slew foot he delivered to Ekman-Larsson 
early in the first period. 

“Probably a top-five winger in the league,” Garland said. “He was a big 
inspiration growing up for small guys (in) Boston -- probably after Sergei 
Samsonov. I watched him a lot growing up. He did what he does. It 
seems like he does it every night.” 

Garland’s low shot through Jason Dickinson’s screen at 12:31 of the 
second period, his first NHL goal in his hometown, had broken a 1-1 tie 
after Tanner Pearson and Blidh exchanged early goals. Ex-Bruin goalie 
Jaroslav Halak whiffed on Blidh’s unscreened wrist shot, but finished with 
39 saves. 

“I'm probably going to sound a little repetitive: it's a tough game to lose 
again,” Green said. “I think it magnifies the way things are going. A lot of 
good efforts tonight. It was a heavy, heavy, hard-fought game. At the end 
there, their top guys find a way to get it done. 

“I think almost to a man, a lot of guys are playing well (for the Canucks). 
They're just not finding ways to score when we need it. We need a 
couple of goals. Even tonight, Motte gets the shorthanded breakaway. It 
would have been nice for him to score there. You feel for your group on 
nights like tonight.” 

About 40 seconds before Marchand’s tying goal, Tyler Motte had a 
breakaway for the Canucks but was stuffed by Bruins goalie Linus 
Ullmark. 

After scoring first for just the sixth game out of 22 and carrying a lead into 
the third period for only the fifth time, Vancouver found another way to 
lose. 

“I guess you could say that,” Green said. “When things are going well, 
you kind of find ways to win. I feel like our team, they're playing hard and 
they want to win badly. You can feel the disappointment at the end of the 
game. Unfortunately, we've played some good hockey here and haven't 
got the results we want.” 

They’ll try again Monday against the Montreal Canadiens, who on 
Sunday fired general manager Marc Bergevin and two other senior 
executives, and aggressively hired former New York Rangers GM Jeff 
Gorton to oversee the franchise’s restoration as executive vice-president 
of hockey operations. 

The Canucks, meanwhile, wait. Although it's unclear for what. 
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TSN.CA / Getzlaf marks milestone; takes page from Spezza's playbook 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Two of the oldest forwards in the National Hockey League will mark 
milestone moments on Sunday. There will be a pre-game ceremony to 
honour Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf for recently recording point No. 
1,000.  

"That's something you work towards your whole career," Getzlaf, 36, 
said. "It's been a nice little week and a half or two weeks of stuff. I'll be 
happy when it's passed and the whole ceremony is over, but it will be 
good for our fans." 

"It's cool to be here for all these milestones that he's hitting," said rookie 
forward Trevor Zegras. "I feel like every other night we're doing a Getzlaf 
ceremony, which I know he hates, but it's pretty cool for all us young 
guys to see. We have a couple more coming up for him, which he'll be 
mortified about, but we'll definitely enjoy it."   

On the other side tonight, Toronto's Jason Spezza, 38, will suit up in 
game No. 1,200. He is the second oldest forward in the league this 
season behind only Florida's Joe Thornton. 

"He's someone that's adapted his game to stay in this league," Getzlaf 
noted. "That's been a big step for him." 

Spezza will play game No. 1,200 inside his 'house of horrors' 

Jason Spezza knows more than most players how hard it is to play and 
stay in the NHL so every 100 games played is noted and as he 
approaches game 1,200 for his career, Spezza has managed to adapt 
his changing game but tries to motivate and enjoy himself, during the 
good and bad days. 

Getzlaf took a page from Spezza's playbook this summer. He changed 
his stick, going to a model with more whip, in preparation for a different 
power-play role.  

"I talked about Spezza and adapting earlier and that's the way I went into 
the summer," Getzlaf said. "The last couple years have been really weird 
... whether they were going to use me, whether we were going to shift to 
all the kids and all that kind of stuff. I was on the second unit for a while. I 
was trying to figure out a way I could help our power play as well as stay 
on that first unit and that was my mindset." 

Anaheim had the worst power play percentage in the NHL last year (8.9 
per cent) but currently rank third in that category this season (28.1 per 
cent).  

"Z was the guy they wanted to handle the puck on the half wall," Getzlaf 
said referring to Zegras. "He loves the puck in his hands. I felt my role 
could change a bit if I could get that one timer back that I used to take a 
lot in my younger years when we had Teemu [Selanne] and Andy 
[McDonald] on the other wall. That was a mindset heading into the 
summer. I took a lot of one timers, a lot of shots. It's a hard thing to shift 
your entire mindset, but I've been trying."   

Getzlaf leads the Ducks with 14 power-play shots this season.  

"I don't know if I'll really ever be comfortable with it," Getzlaf said. "It's still 
difficult at times to release the puck when I'm not really comfortable doing 
it, but it's been helping our power play. The results are there." 
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Getzlaf has 12 points this month. Per the Elias Sports Bureau, it is his 
highest single month point total since March 2018.  

Head coach Dallas Eakins says his team is in the middle of an important 
"culture-building year" in their rebuild and Getzlaf is playing an important 
role. 

"Leadership and leading our young guys and are veteran guys in the 
middle of the rebuild, you don't get better than this," the coach raved. 

What has Zegras learned from Getzlaf?  

"What haven't I learned from Getzlaf is probably a better way to say it," 
the 20-year-old quipped. "I just try and pick his brain on pretty much 
everything. Pretty special to be under his wing."  

Zegras put on a show inside the Edmonton bubble at last year's World 
Juniors leading Team USA to the gold medal. Zegras was named MVP 
and earned a Twitter shout out from Auston Matthews.  

"It was pretty cool," Zegras said. "A lot of us young U.S. guys look up to 
him and just to know he was watching and supporting us was cool at that 
time. Hopefully it will be a fun one tonight." 

What does Zegras appreciate about Matthews?  

"He's got a bit of swagger to his game," Zegras said. "A great American 
player and someone I love watching. A cool guy to look up to." 

Matthews has scored in consecutive games on this California trip.  

Zegras is also heating up with nine points in six games.  

"He reminds me a lot of Patrick Kane and those kind of players that are 
unbelievable with the puck," Getzlaf said. "The more Trevor learns to 
play away from the puck, he's going to get better and better. He's doing a 
good job of adjusting his game to the pro level and understanding when 
it's appropriate to make certain plays and when it's appropriate to maybe 
dump the puck in, which he's not used to doing. He's getting better and 
better at that."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Zegras appreciates the Matthews swagger 

Rising American star Trevor Zegras will get a chance to face Auston 
Matthews for the first time in the NHL tonight. Last year at the World 
Juniors, Zegras was lighting it up for Team USA en route to a gold medal 
and earned a shout out from Matthews on Twitter. Mark Masters has 
more. 

Asked a question about Matthews, Eakins quickly turns the focus to 
Morgan Rielly.  

"I was part of the organization when we drafted Morgan," Eakins said. 
"He quietly goes about his business very, very well back there. He's a 
highly, highly underrated defenceman in this league.” 

It's not often that a Leafs player is called "underrated." Why does Eakins 
feel that's the case? 

"A little bit is his personality," he said of the soft-spoken Rielly. "There is 
a lot of focus on the forwards the Leafs have and it's easier to look at the 
shiny toys a little bit and those young men have earned everything they 
get there. They're excellent players." 

Eakins served as an assistant coach (2006-08) and director of player 
development (2008-09) in Toronto. He also coached the Marlies in the 
American Hockey League (2009-13). It was there that Eakins coached 
Rielly in the 2012-13 season.  

"It's not just that I grew up as a coach as Morgan was coming in, it's I 
highly respect that young man's game," Eakins said.  

Rookie Ducks defenceman Jamie Drysdale grew up in Toronto admiring 
Rielly. Does Eakins see any similarities between them?  

"Jamie has some real quiet leadership that's being developed now," 
Eakins observed. "I think he's going to turn into an excellent leader 

moving forward. Morgan has done that really well, especially in a market 
like that." 

Rielly is the longest-serving Leaf and never seems to get flustered by the 
ups and downs in Toronto.  

"The amount of heat all the time is something you certainly have to learn 
to deal with, but it's not a deterrent," said Eakins. "It should inspire you. 
People care what you do and they're highly inspired by it ... They were 
losing a few games and they were ready to burn the city down and now 
everything's rainbows and butterflies."  

Eakins calls Rielly 'a highly, highly underrated defenceman' 

Ducks head coach Dallas Eakins, who was a part of the Maple Leafs 
organization when they drafted Morgan Rielly fifth overall in 2012, 
explains why he believes the defenceman is "highly, highly underrated". 
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