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Ten things we’ve learned through 20 games as the Canes reach the NHL quarter pole 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are 20 games into the 2021-22 
season and the record is 15-4-1. They won their first nine 
games, giving them a nice points cushion, and recently 
added nine points on the six-game road trip that ended 
Friday in Philadelphia. 

Here are 10 things we’ve learned about the Canes in those 
first 20 games: 

COVID still a threat 

What’s the old saying, it ain’t over ‘til it’s over? That applies 
to the pandemic. The Canes, like everyone else in the 
league, must remain vigilant in protecting themselves, and 
their teammates and coaches, against COVID-19 and its 
variants. 

The news Monday wasn’t good for the Canes: defensemen 
Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo being placed in the COVID 
protocol. That came after Ethan Bear, off to a good start with 
the Canes and playing in the top D pairing with Jaccob 
Slavin, contracted coronavirus on the recent road trip. 

Aho still getting better 

Canes center Seabastian Aho is becoming one of the NHL’s 
most complete players and the consummate pro. There are 
few weak links in his game. Once spotty on draws, for 
example, he has been winning more than 55 percent of his 
faceoffs this season. 

Twenty-nine teams passed on Aho in the 2015 NHL Draft 
and the Canes passed on him in the first round. He now 
wears a letter as an alternate captain, has developed into a 
quiet leader and remains their leading scorer. And he still 
burns to be better. 

Svechnikov still streaky 

The talk last season was about Andrei Svechnikov feeling 
the pressure to perform with a big contract in the offing, 
resulting in offensive inconsistency. The power forward got 
the big contract, then began this season by scoring seven 
goals in the first seven games, as if a weight was off his 
broad shoulders. 

But Svehcnikov then went 11 consecutive games without a 
goal, ending the drought Friday against the Flyers. Some 
would point out he had eight assists in those 11 games, but 
the Canes aren’t paying him $7.75 million a year for assists. 

Power play needs work 

The skill and the personnel is there and there was early 
season success but Carolina has tailed off to 13th in the NHL 
in power-play percentage (19..4) through Sunday’s games. 
Opposing teams seems to be figuring them out -- six straight 
games, and 14 power plays, without a goal for Carolina. 

Brind’Amour would say it’s still a work-in-progress. Rookie 
Seth Jarvis has been added to the mix at times, and odds 
are Jesperi Kotkaniemi will be more involved on the power 
play. 

Jarvis is a keeper  

Once in the lineup, Jarvis has made a rapid ascent and had 
an impact. He has the speed and stick-handling skills to 
break down defenses and is pretty fearless despite a lack of 
size. 

Jarvis, a first-round draft pick by Carolina in 2020, is still 
learning. He allowed Caps defenseman Nick Jensen to 
speed up ice ahead of him late in the third period Sunday 
and was forced to grab Jensen from behind and take a 
penalty. That soon became a 5-on-3 for Washington, soon 
became a power-play score for the Caps. But Jarvis is a fast 
learner. 

Kotkaniemi in the right spot 

Moving Kotkaniemi from wing to center has been the right 
move. He’s well-placed, for now, centering the fourth line. He 
had a goal and assist Friday against the Flyers, then scored 
against the Caps to start the Canes’ third-period rally. 

“It’s a little more natural for me,” Kotkaniemi said after the 
Flyers game. “I think overall I’m getting the system of the 
game a little bit better here. I’m getting used to it. I like that 
you’re a little more involved in the game.” 

Stopping the puck 

There was second-guessing when the Canes let goalies Petr 
Mrazek and James Reimer both leave in free agency, and 
even more when Carolina traded Alex Nedeljkovic, a Calder 
Trophy finalist last season, to Detroit. Talk about starting 
over. 

But Frederik Andersen has thrived, again, as a No. 1 goalie 
once out of the Toronto cauldron. Antti Raanta, if he can stay 
healthy, should be a good complement in net and likely will 
win some big games. He’s capable of doing it. 

Canes cashing in on Tony D 

Investing in DeAngelo looked questionable by the Canes. 
Dougie Hamilton was gone and the Canes had a big 
offensive void to fill on the back end. What about DeAngelo 
for one year and $1 million? 

Yes, his mouth and temper had gotten him in trouble in the 
past. Yes, many Canes fans were shocked and dismayed by 
his signing and let it be known. DeAngelo’s offensive skills 
are apparent and needed by Carolina -- four goals and 15 
assists, his 19 points fifth among NHL defensemen. The 
question: can he get through the season incident-free? 
Another: how much will he be affected by COVID? 
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Brind’Amour all coach 

As a Canes assistant coach, Brind’Amour often seemed 
more like a player-turned-coach than a coach. He even 
asked media folks to call him “Rod” and not “coach,” saying 
he was more comfortable with that. 

Brind’Amour is all coach now, and a Jack Adams Award 
winner. He talks like a coach, handles the media like a 
coach. And no lack of passion. Or maybe you missed him 
Sunday at PNC Arena his face twisted in anger, as he fought 
for his team after some late penalties. 

Canes can contend 

Finally, the Hurricanes have shown they’re good enough, 
well-rounded enough to make a run at the Metro Division title 
and a Stanley Cup championship. They have the skill, 
defense and goaltending, plus the system, structure and 
depth, to get where they want to go this season. 

The players talk about Brind’Amour having the Canes play a 
“stress game” and the pressure is constant. The goaltending 
must remain consistent. It’s a long season, with potential 
injuries and now the COVID-19 situation. So much has to go 
right. A lot has already. 

 

 

 

 

Two more Hurricanes defensemen in NHL COVID-19 protocol. What that means for the team 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Tony DeAngelo (77) listens to coach 
Rod Brind’Amour during the opening day of training camp on 
Thursday, September 23, 2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. 

The Carolina Hurricanes now have three defensemen in the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

The team announced Monday that Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo had been placed in the protocol, joining Ethan 
Bear. Both will enter quarantine and be monitored by the 
medical staff in Raleigh as the Canes left Monday afternoon 
for a road game Tuesday against the Dallas Stars. 

Later Monday, the Canes recalled defensemen Max Lajoie 
and Jalen Chatfield from the Chicago Wolves, their American 
Hockey League affiliate. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked about Bear’s 
status before Sunday’s game against the Washington 
Capitals. 

“I don’t know too much other than he didn’t pass the one 
(COVID) test and now he’s stuck there (in quarantine) until 
Dec. 1,” Brind’Amour said. 

Asked if everyone else continued to be COVID-free, 
Brind’Amour said, “Yeah, apparently.” 

But things can change quickly. The Ottawa Senators, who 
play the Canes on Thursday in PNC Arena, have had COVID 
issues and games postponed with 10 players in the protocol. 
The New York Islanders have had games postponed by the 
NHL with eight players in the COVID protocol. 

DeAngelo ranks fifth among NHL defensemen with 19 points 
and has been the quarterback on the Canes’ top power-play 
unit. Pesce has quarterbacked the second unit while being a 
key penalty killer. Bear, Pesce and DeAngelo are all right-
shot D-men. 

Veteran defenseman Brendan Smith has filled in for Bear in 
his absence, but the Canes must now rely on Lajoie and 
Chatfield as callups from Chicago. Lajoie has played 62 
career NHL games and Chatfield 18 games. 

The Canes said before the 2021-22 season began that all of 
the players and staff members had been vaccinated for 
COVID-19. The Senators said the same.
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What’s wrong with the Hurricanes’ power play? Who is getting called up? Should we 
panic? Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian  

Hello, good morning, how do you do? 

I’ll just start this month’s mailbag out with the most pressing 
question, in light of the news that Tony DeAngelo and Brett 
Pesce have joined Ethan Bear in COVID-19 protocol. 

What are the pairings now? Who is getting called up?  

Fortunately, Bear could make a comeback as early as 
Thursday, but the Canes have a game in Dallas before that. 
They are in a tricky predicament without their three top right-
handed defensemen. Obviously, Brendan Smith has proved 
to be a handy seventh man already this season, so maybe 
this is an opportunity for him to flourish. Other than that, the 
Canes have to call up at least two defensemen. 

Max Lajoie and Joey Keane immediately come to mind as 
players who have logged games with the Canes. Lajoie 
leads Wolves defensemen with one goal and eight points in 
17 games, and Keane isn’t far behind with one goal and 
seven points in 16 games. But they’re both lefties, and Jalen 
Chatfield stands out as a right-handed defenseman who’s 
racked up four goals and seven points in 17 games. 
Chatfield has played 18 NHL games, all with the 2020-21 
Canucks, racking up an assist, a minus-11 and 12 PIMs. 

But it’s the Canucks, who are running their hockey team like 
a season of Survivor, so I’m not holding the minus-11 against 
him. He’s a plus-seven on the Wolves, for whatever that’s 
even worth. 

Jesper Sellgren also has potential, because these are 
defensemen, after all, and points don’t really matter in lieu of 
someone like Pesce. 

Let’s say we mostly throw handedness out the window — 
because head coach Rod Brind’Amour has said before you 
should be able to play both sides, and he’s slotted players on 
both sides. We have a few potential pairings. 

Pairings where NHLers somewhat abandon handedness 
(meh): 

Jaccob Slavin – Keane 
Lajoie – Brady Skjei 
Ian Cole – Smith 

Pairings where the third pairing will play roughly two minutes 
(most likely): 

Slavin – Skjei 
Cole – Smith 
Lajoie – Keane 

Pairings where the Canes want some right-handedness: 

Slavin – Lajoie 
Skjei – Cole 
Smith – Chatfield 

There are a lot of options, and we’ll find out soon how the 
Canes actually go. 

Now to the rest of the questions. (Note: Some have been 
edited for length and clarity.) 

Has anyone seen Rod Brind’Amour madder than he was at 
that Sebastian Aho slashing call Sunday to make it five-on-
three? Nearly sparked us to kill it off but just so hard to do 
against the Caps. … On a more serious note, should we 
really be panicking about losing three of the last four? Seems 
like mostly regression to the mean (i.e. bad bounces). But it’s 
also a little alarming how cold the PP has gone in that time. 
— Spencer R. 

Hah, Brind’Amour was very upset at the time, but he cooled 
down and was totally rational in the postgame. 

“You want to let the guys that are out there decide (the end 
of such a great game),” he said. “That’s not what happened, I 
guess. But it is a penalty. By these rules, you’re not allowed 
to hack a guy’s stick, even though, like I said, it wouldn’t 
have mattered. Do you wish they would have let it go? Yeah. 
But if I’m on the other side I might be saying it should have 
been a penalty. It is what it is.” 

He totally credited the Capitals for the win and gave props to 
the team. His reaction to the call was definitely a heat-of-the-
moment thing in such an exciting game. 

And should there be panic about dropping three of the last 
four? No, I don’t think so. 

It was a long, hard road trip and then I loved how the game 
was played against the Capitals. That game was lost on an 
arguably soft call after a strong comeback effort. I actually 
view the power play going cold as a positive explanation for 
why the team has dropped three of their last four. That 
doesn’t seem like it’ll be a fundamental issue with this team, 
and it hasn’t gone on long enough to be anything but a blip 
so far. I’m definitely watching out for it, but it’ll be extra hard 
to evaluate without DeAngelo these next few games. 

I’m more concerned about the stretch of time where forwards 
weren’t scoring, to be honest. Your forwards need to score. 
The resurgence of forward scoring, especially Nino 
Niederreiter and Jesperi Kotkaniemi last game is more 
important to me than scoring on the power play. 

This isn’t to diminish the importance of special teams — 
we’ve all seen the brutal stretches where the Canes couldn’t 
capitalize on their golden opportunities, especially in the 
playoffs. But I’ve always felt what you’re doing at even 
strength matters more in the regular season, and that unless 
you’re the Lightning or the Caps, scoring on the power play 
is more random than any of us would like to admit. 

Long answer short: Don’t panic — don’t let the power play be 
the reason you panic, especially — but let’s talk after the 
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next four games. I’ll be impressed if the Canes can handle 
the adversity of losing three of their best defensemen, and I’ll 
be a little worried if they add three or four more losses to the 
tally if the forwards go dry again. 

What will Brind’Amour need to change about the power play 
to make it be powerful again? — Andrew R. 

So, like I was saying, I think it’s more of a combination of 
individual personnel needing to step up a bit and bad luck. 
Yes, the Canes are 0-for-14 on the power play in their past 
six games and that’s unacceptable, but I think that number 
looks scarier than it actually is. I thought they had some 
stellar chances against the Caps, and when I think about that 
game, I don’t think about the power play. I think the Caps 
won every time the Canes took a breath — whether that’s a 
goal deflected off DeAngelo or that late-game Aho penalty to 
create a five-on-three. 

Which player(s) do you think is most likely to be traded 
before the deadline? — Kyle S. 

Can I interest you in a Jake Gardiner, or an “anyone 
approaching a contract?” 

I personally think trading Vincent Trocheck before the 
playoffs would be a huge mistake, but I could see it maybe 
happening given the circumstances. 

How about our fourth-leading goal scorer — still a bad offer 
sheet? Can he get some 2-3C time? — Charles S. 

I love that the Canes tried to use Kotkaniemi on the wing and 
it didn’t feel quite right so they decided to try him back out at 
center. He’s played pretty well ever since. You could maybe 
foreshadow this when I asked Don Waddell a few weeks ago 
if they were getting what they need out of Kotkaniemi: 

“His skill level, his hockey sense, is there. He passes the 
puck well. As you know, the style we play is very fast, up-
tempo. And with him being a natural centerman, he has a 
natural (instinct) to want to slow it down a little bit and make 
plays,” Waddell said. “I do think with him moving to the wing, 
it’s something he hasn’t done, and it’s probably been a big 
adjustment for him. So, you look at some of the plays he 
makes in games, and you can see the skill level, but it hasn’t 
resulted in (many) goals and points. So, I think playing on a 
new team, in a new position, has been a bigger adjustment 
for him than we probably thought it would be.” 

You’ve seen former-probably-future centers like Martin 
Necas and Seth Jarvis thrive in the wing position, so the 
Canes kept them there. Kotkaniemi wasn’t really thriving, so 
they changed it and it’s working so far. 

I’ve been firm in not truly evaluating the offer sheet until we 
see how he does this year, and then what his next contract 
looks like. But the $6.1 million is always going to be an 
overpay — that’s not his fault; that’s the nature of a 
successful offer sheet. I think he’s played decently well, all 
things considered. The team is doing well around him and 
maybe the haters (not you, Charles), could use a critical 
thinking lesson if they’re expecting him to be worth $6.1 
million. 

Sure, we’re off to a great start and all that, but what do you 
see as this team’s weaknesses thus far? — Jeff W. 

The forward scoring drought concerned me, but there was a 
nice bounce-back effort against the Caps in that aspect. But 
with the amount of penalties the Canes have had to kill, I’m 
pleasantly surprised the penalty kill has basically held up in 
lieu of Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele. It isn’t exactly the 
power kill of yore, but it’s more important to me that it’s been, 
ya know, killing the penalties. The Canes are currently fourth 
in the league with an 87.3 percent kill rate, and in November 
that concerns me more than scoring on the power play does. 
My philosophy right now is win games however, make good 
habits at even strength, do not allow goals and come what 
may. 

That said, the Canes’ middling power play is something to 
look out for after a hot start. But I think it’s more of a 
microcosm of what’s happening at even strength than 
anything. 

The Canes weren’t going to win every single game, and 
losing can teach you a lot while you still have time to correct 
the issues. I once asked a wise man named Justin Williams 
what the Hurricanes had to do to make the playoffs after a 
nine-year drought. The wise man answered that it’s all about 
the streaks — make the win streaks long, keep the losing 
streaks short. 

A wise man named Ian Cole said a few seasons later, “good 
teams don’t lose two, three games in a row.” While Smith 
told us not to take that completely literally — the sentiment, 
same as Williams’, remains. 

How do you bounce back from a loss? The Hurricanes 
responded to their first loss of the season (a road loss 
against the other team without a loss at the time), with a 2-1 
road win against the back-to-back Cup champs. They 
responded to the loss after that with a four-game win streak, 
three of those games on the road. Then came an overtime 
loss and regulation loss on the road, followed up by a fun win 
on the road. Now they’re coming off a well-played loss 
against the Capitals. 

Point is, it’s almost December and they’ve yet to lose three in 
a row. There have been some defense lapses all season, 
and lately, the hard-hitters need to score more goals. Those 
are the only true qualms I have at the moment. 

Why does Sebastian only wear the “A” at home? — Conner 
L. 

Good question! NHL teams are only allowed one captain and 
two alternates during every game. Jordan Staal wears the C 
full time (shoutout to the darker days of co-captaincy), Slavin 
wears the A full time, then Jordan Martinook wears it on the 
road and Sebastian Aho wears it at home. Was this some 
sort of conspiracy where the Canes weren’t sure if Martinook 
would re-sign so they tossed an A on Aho without thinking? I 
don’t think so, considering Aho’s alternate captaincy was 
announced Oct. 14. 

Are there any players the Carolina Hurricanes will not 
eventually be reported to be “interested in”? — Stephen D. 

Stephen, you bring up jargon that I’ve ranted about in these 
mailbags more than once for this reason. I understand using 
the phrase “interested in” as a noncommittal way to say a 
team is poking around at a player, but why not just say that? 
I just feel like we can do better than saying a team has 
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“interest” and leaving it at that — especially on a one-off 
tweet. I think things like this fairly often about the Canes 
because 1) Tom Dundon does try to look for every possible 
depreciating value on the market (ahem, Jack Eichel!) and 2) 
Some national or regional reporters in bigger markets aren’t 
always in tune with the Canes, or don’t find it worth it to 
elaborate. 

If we’re going to keep using the phrase “interest,” though, 
fans should keep in mind that it can mean simply answering 
or returning a phone call or it could mean a trade/signing 
might actually happen — but the former is more likely. 

The Hurricanes have had “interest” in many players in many 
situations — maybe more than any team in the league — but 
the level of “interest” varies each time. There was a situation 

over the summer where a report surfaced that the Canes 
“had interest” in a certain player, but it didn’t mean what you 
might think that means. My sense is the Canes heard an 
agent out for several reasons, most not even pertaining to 
that actual player, the hearing out seemed like “interest” to 
the player’s camp (it technically was “interest” — they didn’t 
slam the phone down), and I believe a reporter tweeted that 
out after talking to one side with no other context. 

My own, personal Golden Rule is: “If you can’t write a 300-
word story explaining it, don’t tweet it.” Then again, it’s not 
my job to be a national insider and this sort of thing might be 
more a byproduct of the pressure of the social media news 
cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Canes defensemen in COVID-19 protocols 

By Chris Lea 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced that defensemen Tony 
Deangelo and Brett Pesce are both in COVID-19 protocols 
after testing positive. 

The team traveled to Dallas today ahead of their game 
against the stars on Tuesday night. The team announced 
Deangelo and Pesce will remain in Raleigh In quarantine as 

they continue to be monitored by the Hurricanes' medical 
staff. 

Just last week, fellow defenseman Ethan Bear tested 
positive for COVID-19, although there are reports saying he 
has a chance to return to the lineup as early as Thursday. 
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Preview: Canes at Stars 

By Walt Ruff  

DALLAS, TX. - After six games away from home over the 
course of 12 days, the Carolina Hurricanes returned home 
for a Sunday afternoon tilt against the Washington Capitals. 
Less than 24 hours after the final horn the team got right 
back on the plane, this time in preparation for a meeting with 
the Dallas Stars. 

When: Tuesday, November 30, 8:30 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 15-4-1 (31 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 4-2 Loss to the Washington Capitals on 
Sunday, November 28. 

Stars Record: 10-7-2 (22 Points, 6th - Central Division) 
Stars Last Game: 3-2 Win over the Arizona Coyotes on 
Saturday, November 27. 

Tracking The Storylines 

COVID-19 Issues: The Carolina Hurricanes will not have the 
services of three right-handed defensemen tonight, as Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce joined Ethan Bear on the NHL's 
COVID-19 protocol list Monday. The team had already 
missed Bear during their stretch of four games in seven days 
last week and he will not be able to return until Thursday's 
game against Ottawa, at earliest. It remains to be seen how 
long yesterday's additions will miss, so in their place, the 
club recalled defensemen Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie 
from their American Hockey League affiliate in Chicago. 

No Stranger To The Road: The Canes are 9-2-1 away from 
PNC Arena this season, giving them the best points 

percentage in the league in that category. A big part of that 
has been their defense, where they are allowing the second-
fewest goals (2.25) and the third fewest shots (28.8) when on 
the road. 

Texas Heat: After a slow start to the season, the Stars are 
getting hot now. Winners of the last four, the team has taken 
down teams both at the top and the bottom of the standings, 
including the Colorado Avalanche, Edmonton Oilers and the 
Arizona Coyotes. During that stretch they've allowed an 
alarmingly low five total goals, which is further impressive 
given that the Oilers and Avalanche are both in the top five of 
league scoring. 

Familiar Faces: While you may not expect it, several 
members of the opposition tonight have ties to the 
Hurricanes. Most recently, Jani Hakanpaa, who was 
acquired at the trade deadline last year, is now a member of 
the Stars. In addition to him, Anton Khudobin and Andrej 
Sekera were both members of the club back from 2013-15. 
On the Dallas coaching staff, both Assistant Coach John 
Stevens (1991-94) and Goaltending Coach Jeff Reese 
(1993-95) played for the franchise during the Whalers days. 

Additional Info 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is one goal shy of 100 
NHL goals and Brady Skjei is one assist shy of 100 NHL 
assists. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Tonight the team will be 
wearing their white sweaters tonight. 

Merch Item of the Game: View today's Item of the Game, 
along with several other Canes merchandise items on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 
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Blue Line Reinforcements: Chatfield & Lajoie 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were hit with some 
unfortunate news to start the week, as Monday morning the 
club announced that defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo have entered the NHL's COVID-19 protocol. 

The two now join Ethan Bear, who tested positive one week 
ago today in San Jose. 

This presents a lineup dilemma for the roster, as the three 
make up the team's entirety of their right-handed shooting 
defensive options. Brendan Smith has stepped into the 
lineup, moving Ian Cole to the right side for the team's four 
most recent games, however, with no other options of either 
handedness available on the roster, two more bodies 
became in need. 

Enter Jalen Chatfield and Maxime Lajoie, who were recalled 
this evening from the Chicago Wolves, the team's American 
Hockey League affiliate. 

Of course, it is hard to replace a top-five scoring defenseman 
(DeAngelo) and a stable two-way anchor that also 
contributes on the power play (Pesce), however, the options 
coming up are NHL-capable, for certain. 

Chatfield, 25, has totaled seven points in 17 games from the 
blue line this season for Chicago. His right-handedness 
playing an important factor, given the above circumstances, 
will give him his second stint in the NHL, after having spent 
the entirety of last season with the Vancouver Canucks. 

"Jalen is a very good skater with good quickness," began 
Ryan Warsofsky, Head Coach of the team's top minor 
league affiliate in Chicago. "He has a good identity in who he 
is as a defenseman. He can play all areas of the ice, all 
situations. He's very reliable defensively, and that's what 
stood out when talking to Rod. He's more than ready for this 
opportunity." 

Lajoie, 24, has recorded eight points in Chicago's 17 games 
this season, pacing the Wolves defensemen. With plenty 
offensive upside, the left-handed blueliner played in 62 
games over the course of three seasons with the Ottawa 
Senators, before coming to the Canes. Last season he 
dressed in a pair of playoff games for the club. 

"He's gotten better each and every game. He's very 
consistent," Warsofsky then said of his left-handed 
defenseman. "Max plays the right way and the way we want 
both organizations to play. He can move pucks, make good 
decisions with it and he can bring some offense." 

Canes management echoed a similar belief in the 
reinforcements and spoke on how being prepared for 
situations like this is a core value of the franchise. 

"Jalen and Max have been leading the back end for the 
Wolves this season. We need our defensemen to play fast, 
and the two of them excel at it," Canes Assistant General 
Manager Darren Yorke offered. "They know our system well, 
and they're ready to contribute." 

It remains to be seen how long DeAngelo and Pesce will be 
in protocol and the only information available regarding 
Ethan Bear is that he remains in the team's hotel that they 
stayed in in San Jose until at least Wednesday, December 1. 

"Part of our organizational philosophy involves contingency 
planning," Canes Assistant General Manager Eric Tulsky 
remarked. "Every team has some bad breaks, and we try to 
make sure we are well-positioned to handle adversity when 
things do not go the way we hoped they would. That includes 
having an AHL roster with both veterans and high-end 
prospects who are ready to step in and perform well." 

Chatfield and Lajoie are expected to be available for the 
team's game against the Dallas Stars tomorrow night in the 
Lone Star State. 
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Trophy Tracker: Jack Adams 

By Jon Lane 

Rod Brind'Amour has proven adept at pushing the right 
buttons for the Carolina Hurricanes, first as a player and now 
as their coach. 

The winner of the Jack Adams Award last season, 
Brind'Amour's work so far this season convinced a panel of 
17 NHL.com writers to select him as the favorite to win it 
again. He received 63 points, including 10 first-place votes. 
Darryl Sutter of the Calgary Flames was second with 52 
points (two first-place votes) and Dallas Eakins of the 
Anaheim Ducks was third with 42 points (four first-place 
votes). Peter Laviolette of the Washington Capitals also 
received a first-place vote. 

With Brind'Amour's leadership, the Hurricanes have 
established themselves as an elite NHL team. They started 
9-0-0, a new Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers record, and tied 
the 2015-16 Montreal Canadiens for the second-longest 
winning streak to begin a season in NHL history behind the 
2006-07 Buffalo Sabres and 1993-94 Toronto Maple Leafs 
(10 each). They were 14-2-1 on Nov. 24, the most wins and 
points (29) through the first 17 games of a season in their 
history and had an NHL-best .853 points percentage.  

The Hurricanes (15-4-1) are second in the Metropolitan 
Division with 31 points, two behind the Washington Capitals. 
Six skaters have scored at least 10 points, with Sebastian 
Aho (10 goals, 10 assists) and Andrei Svechnikov (eight 
goals, 12 assists) leading them with 20 points. Goalie 
Frederik Andersen is 11-4-0 with a 1.98 goals-against 
average, .932 save percentage and one shutout in 15 
games. 

"I push them, there's no question about it," Brind'Amour said 
after a 4-2 win against the Vegas Golden Knights on Nov. 
16. "You always kind of wonder, at what point are they going 
to go wild? I've been doing it this way for three years and I 
think the guys get that it's successful. If we play hard every 
night, we have a real good chance to win. And if you play it 
right, which is playing the systems and all that, it really ups 
your ante on your chances to win. I think there's a real good 
belief in that, and I think it's showing." 

Brind'Amour guided Carolina to first place in the Discover 
Central Division last season (36-12-8). Since he was named 

coach May 8, 2018 after eight seasons as an assistant and 
development coach, the Hurricanes have made the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs three consecutive seasons, including reaching 
the 2019 Eastern Conference Final. Carolina had missed the 
playoffs nine straight seasons before Brind'Amour took over. 

The work ethic Brind'Amour displayed throughout his 20-
season NHL playing career has manifested as a coach. He 
played for the Philadelphia Flyers in the 1997 Stanley Cup 
Final, a four-game loss to the Detroit Red Wings, and a 
Flyers record 484 consecutive games. He twice played for 
the Hurricanes in the Final, the first a five-game loss to the 
Red Wings in 2002. He was captain when the Hurricanes 
won the Stanley Cup for the first time in 2006. 

On June 17, the day Brind'Amour was revealed as the 
winner of the Jack Adams Award, he agreed to a three-year 
contract extension, part of an aggressive offseason that saw 
the Hurricanes sign goalies Andersen and Antti Raanta, 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and center Derek Stepan. 

The ability to jell quickly was the biggest surprise to general 
manager Don Waddell, and he credited Brind'Amour for that. 

"When you talk about, what is it, seven new guys in the 
lineup on a regular basis?" Waddell said in remarks 
published by The Athletic on Nov. 11. "When you make that 
many changes, you always worry about how players are 
going to adapt to it, but I think everybody's bought into the 
system that we play, that Rod plays." 

Voting totals (points awarded on a 5-4-3-2-1- basis): Rod 
Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes 63 points (10 first-place 
votes); Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames, 52 points (two first-
place votes); Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks, 42 points (four 
first-place votes); Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers, 22 
points; Dave Tippett, Edmonton Oilers, 20 points; Dean 
Evason, Minnesota Wild, 14 points; Peter Laviolette, 
Washington Capitals, 13 points (one first-place vote); Brad 
Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets, 9 points; Jon Cooper, 
Tampa Bay Lightning, 6 points; Paul Maurice, Winnipeg Jets, 
4 points; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils, 3 points; Andrew 
Brunette, Florida Panthers, 3 points; Jeff Blashill, Detroit Red 
Wings, 2 points; Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins, 1 point; 
Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings, 1 point. 
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Dallas faces Carolina on 4-game win streak 

Carolina Hurricanes (15-4-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Dallas Stars (10-7-2, sixth in the Central) 

Dallas; Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Stars -108, Hurricanes -
111; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Dallas comes into a matchup with Carolina 
as winners of four straight games. 

The Stars have gone 6-2-1 in home games. Dallas is first in 
the Western Conference with 4.9 assists per game, led by 
Miro Heiskanen averaging 0.6. 

The Hurricanes have gone 9-2-1 away from home. Carolina 
is fourth in the Eastern Conference averaging 5.8 assists per 
game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

The teams match up Tuesday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Heiskanen has 15 total points for the 
Stars, three goals and 12 assists. Roope Hintz has seven 
goals and four assists over the last 10 games for Dallas. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 20 points, scoring 
10 goals and registering 10 assists. DeAngelo has two goals 
and seven assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Stars: 7-3-0, averaging 3.5 goals, 6.4 
assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.7 goals per game with a .910 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.8 
penalties and 7.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals 
per game with a .918 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Stars: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Ethan Bear: out (health protocols). 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Dallas Stars: Game Preview 

By Talia Goodman 

Carolina Hurricanes (15-4-1) at Dallas Stars (10-7-2) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 21 

Tuesday , November 30, 2021 - 8:30 p.m. ET 

American Airlines Center — Dallas, TX 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Defending Big D 

Tonight’s game is a matchup between a (slightly) COVID-19 
riddled Hurricanes team and a Stars group that’s on a hot 
streak.  

The Stars have won each of their last four games, while the 
Canes fell to the Washington Capitals on Sunday afternoon. 
Carolina boasts an impressive 15-4-1 record, with the best 
point percentage in the league.  

The Canes may face some trouble on the blue line, though, 
as defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce were placed 
in COVID-19 protocol, joining defensemen Ethan Bear, who 
has missed four games so far.  

The COVID crisis has led to two season debuts being set for 
arrival during tonight’s matchup: Jalen Chatfield and Maxime 
Lajoie, who were called up from the Chicago Wolves of the 
AHL.  

Chatfield, a 25 year old defenseman, has scored four goals 
and added three assists in 17 games in Chicago. Lajoie, a 24 
year old defenseman, has scored a goal and added seven 
assists in the same 17 games.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Stars 

Record 15-4-1 10-7-2 

Goals/Game 3.30 2.74 

Goals Against/Game 2.15 2.84 

Shots/Game 32.60 30.05 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 55.2% 

Category Hurricanes Stars 

Power Play % (Rank) 19.4% (13th) 27.8% (3rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.3% (3rd) 79.0% (22nd) 

ES Corsi For % 54.97% 48.32% 

ES PDO 102.86 99.26 

PIM/Game 09:36 08:09 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Anton Khudobin 

Record 11-4-0 3-3-1 

Save % .932 .873 

GAA 1.98 3.73 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Braden Holtby 

Record 3-0-1 3-4-1 

Save % .903 .920 

GAA 2.36 2.44 

 

Game Notes 

 This is the first time this season that the Canes and 
Stars have met. They will meet one final time during 
the regular season after tonight, on March 24, 2022. 
Last season, Carolina won the season series 
against Dallas (6-1-1).  

 Carolina’s current roster has had plenty of success 
against Dallas. Sebastian Aho has recorded 18 
points (6g, 12a) in 16 career games against Dallas, 
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while captain Jordan Staal has recorded 25 points 
(10g, 15a) in 26 career matchups with Dallas.  

 The Stars have been consistent at home, but the 
Hurricanes have been on fire on the road this 
season. They have a 9-2-1 record as the visiting 
team, and are allowing the second-fewest goals 
(2.25) on the road.  

 Carolina will be missing a new key presence on the 
ice, that of defenseman Tony DeAngelo. Acquired 
this offseason, DeAngelo has racked up 19 points in 

20 games and became the third defenseman in 
franchise history to record at least 19 points through 
the first 20 games of any season in franchise 
history, joining Dougie Hamilton (2019-20: 9-13—
22) and Mark Howe (1980-81: 6-15—21).  

 We’re close to some pretty significant milestones, 
namely Nino Niederreiter’s 100th Hurricane point is 
just one point away, and Brady Skjei is just one 
assist shy of 100 NHL assists. Teuvo Teravainen is 
also just one shy of 100 career NHL goals.  
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Pesce, DeAngelo enter COVID protocols 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ blue line took another big blow 
Monday, as the team announced on Twitter that Brett Pesce 
and Tony DeAngelo have entered COVID protocols and will 
not travel to Dallas for Tuesday’s game with the Stars.  

Pesce and DeAngelo make it three Canes’ blue liners in 
COVID protocol, with Ethan Bear having missed the last four 
games after entering protocol during the team’s west-coast 
trip.  

Brendan Smith has jumped into the lineup in Bear’s absence, 
but now the Canes will have to go down the organizational 
depth chart to find replacements for Pesce and DeAngelo. 
With the trio of Bear, Pesce and DeAngelo out, the 
Hurricanes are without all three of the right-handed 
defensemen they started the season with.  

Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour spoke about the 
potential of an outbreak following the initial Bear news. 
Though there’s obviously no way to know if the cases are 

connected, here is what Brind’Amour said following the 
Canes’ game in San Jose on Nov. 22.  

“Your other question is the one that we worry about with the 
nature of it,” Brind’Amour said. “When you look around the 
league, it’s very rare that one guy gets it. It’s just an 
unfortunate thing that everybody is dealing with. We’ll take it 
as it comes, I guess.” 

Maxime Lajoie, Joey Keane, Jesper Sellgren and Josh 
Jacobs are among the organizational defensemen available 
to call on. This article will be updated as the Canes 
announce roster moves. 

***UPDATE Nov. 29 at 7:30 p.m.*** 

The Hurricanes announced their roster moves Monday 
evening, as Maxime Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield were recalled 
from Chicago. The pair has 80 career games in the NHL 
combined, with Lajoie spending time with the Canes last year 
and Chatfield appearing in 18 games for Vancouver.  

About Yesterday Afternoon: Late goal topples Canes’ 
comeback effort 

By Ryan Henkel  

Despite the end result, a 4-2 loss to the Washington 
Capitals, it was a well-played game and a very good showing 
from the Carolina Hurricanes Sunday afternoon.  

It was a bit of bad luck, some solid goaltending from the 
opposition and a really bad time for a penalty that sunk the 
Canes’ efforts, but the overall game showed that Carolina 
could have easily been on the other side of the final score. 

“It was a good battle,” said Sebastian Aho after the game. 
“Two good teams out there. The way I see it, there’s two 
teams that compete hard and have high skill both ways. 
There’s a little bit of history there. So yeah, for sure they are 
good high-intensity matches.” 

It should be an entertaining matchup as the season 
continues, but let’s focus in on this past one. 

Physical Test 

Nobody in the Eastern Conference plays as heavy and 
physical of a game as the Washington Capitals, and after 
their first contest between the two teams, it’s fair to say that 
this iteration of the Carolina Hurricanes can hold its own very 
well.  

While Washington was obviously the more aggressive team, 
Carolina responded well to the hits with a few big ones of its 
own throughout the night. It was important to respond in the 
right way, showing that they aren’t a team to get pushed 
around, while not getting dragged too deep into that style of 
play. 

Jordan Staal, Steven Lorentz and Brendan Smith led the way 
with three hits apiece and most of the lineup chipped in with 
multiple thrown hits. 

The Canes seem to be a more battle tested group this 
season, not only with the pieces that were brought in to help 

in that aspect, but also with the core group. A good sign 
moving forward. 

Scoring Support 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi continues to impress after his move back 
to center and what a shot that was to kick off the scoring for 
Carolina. 

Kotkaniemi now has five goals on the season and is fourth 
on the Hurricanes behind only Aho (10), Svechnikov (8) 
and… Fast (6)? (He’d be tied for second on the Canadiens 
just in case anyone was curious).  

Nino Niederreiter was another player it was good to see get 
back on the scoresheet with a shot very similar to the first 
goal. 

“At the end of the day, I try to shoot wherever is open,” 
Niederreiter said after the game. “I’m glad it went in. It’s 
obviously good to get on the scoresheet, but at the end of 
the day it wasn’t enough to win the hockey game. That’s the 
bad part about it.” 

It was his first goal since October 28, but first in just seven 
games as Niederreiter had missed a bit of time with a lower-
body injury. Niederreiter’s injury had opened the way for Seth 
Jarvis to get playing time, so now it seems the Canes are 
getting the best of both worlds out if it. 

Special Teams and Penalties 

Does a goal scored seconds after a power play expires still 
feel like it should be credited as a success for the power play 
units?  

In a way, yes because if the penalized player hasn’t 
managed to rejoin the play, then it was still just like a man-
advantage. 

But also the Niederreiter goal was the direct recipient of a 
brutal Lars Eller turnover. But also Necas and Pesce did set 
up a great passing sequence to Niederreiter. 
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Weird spot, but I’ll say props to the second unit and that the 
first unit still needs to find a way to convert. 

The penalty kill did their jobs for most of the night and got 
beat on a 2-man advantage, so I’m also going to give them 
credit for a good night.  

The one goal against was also a product of the kill’s high 
aggression style as Teuvo Teravainen and Brady Skjei got 
caught chasing the puck to the high wall and left Brett Pesce 
alone at the net in between a triangle of Capitals players and 
one tic-tac-toe sequence later, a goal scored. 

Officiating was a big talking point among fans, but at the end 
of the day, what the Hurricanes did were penalties. Would 
you like more consistency with how the game is reffed for the 
full 60-minutes? Yes, but you can’t expect and rely on that. 
It’s never been like that. 

“You want to let the guys that are out there decide it,” said 
Rod Brind’Amour after the game. “That’s not what happened, 
I guess. But it is a penalty. By these rules, you’re not allowed 
to hack a guys stick, even though, like I said, it wouldn’t have 
mattered. Do you wish they would have let it go? Yeah. But if 
I’m on the other side I might be saying it should have been a 
penalty. It is what it is.” 

The team gets called a ton because of how up-tempo and 
aggressive they play. The officials are not out for them, it’s 
just that he Canes really don’t do themselves any favors. 
Their excellent penalty kill masks the problem, but the 
frequency of penalties has been a concern for years now. 

They are back up to second in the entire league for penalties 
taken per 60 (4.38) after yesterday. 

Increased discipline has to come at some point and 
especially when it’s that late into a game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chatfield and Lajoie recalled 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie have been recalled from loan 
by the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes. 

The 25-year-old Chatfield has produced four goals — one off 
the AHL lead for blueliners — and three assists in 17 games 
for the Central Division-leading Wolves. The 24-year-old 
Lajoie, who appeared in two Stanley Cup Playoff games for 
the Hurricanes last season, has amassed one goal and 
seven assists in 17 games this season. 

Lajoie made his NHL debut with the Ottawa Senators at the 
age of 20 and has posted seven goals and eight assists in 62 
regular-season NHL appearances. Chatfield made his NHL 
debut last season and notched one assist in 18 games for 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

The first-place Wolves host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Thursday 
on Craft Beer Night at Allstate Arena. To purchase a Craft 
Beer Package or to find Cyber Monday specials on 
merchandise or tickets, visit ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 
1-800-THE-WOLVES. 
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First-place showdown looms 

FIRST-PLACE SHOWDOWN WEEK STARTS THURSDAY 

With three wins in three days over Thanksgiving weekend, 
the Chicago Wolves reasserted themselves as the AHL 
Central Division leaders. The Wolves’ 11-4-1-1 record gives 
them a .706 points percentage that’s a few steps ahead of 
the Manitoba Moose (.639) and Iowa Wild (.633). 

However, the Wolves and the Wild have yet to meet this 
season — a situation they’ll rectify with three games in four 
days starting with Thursday’s 7 p.m. clash at Allstate Arena 
on Craft Beer Night. 

To be sure, the Wolves and Wild will enter the rink with vivid 
memories of last year’s eight-game series that had two 
distinct themes: The Wolves dominating the win column 
(taking 6 of 8) and both teams making endless trips to the 
penalty box. Chicago and Iowa combined for 13 fights and 
three game misconducts as the Wild averaged 33.3 penalty 
minutes per game and the Wolves averaged 32.8. 

To put that into perspective, the Wolves averaged just 10.7 
penalty minutes last year in games not involving Iowa last 
year — and they’re averaging 10.5 PIMS this year. Iowa 
averaged 14.5 in non-Wolves affairs last year and sits at 
16.0 per game this season. 

“I think it’s going to be a good test,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “We got a rivalry brewing last season even 
though it was a COVID year. We had two teams that didn’t 
like each other. They’re playing really well and they’re a well-
coached team, so we’ve got to be prepared.” 

CYBER MONDAY DEALS 

The Chicago Wolves’ Black Friday deals were great, but the 
Cyber Monday specials might be even better! Today only, 
get 20 percent off virtually all Wolves gear at 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com. Meanwhile, you have until 11:59 
p.m. Tuesday to grab incredible deals on center-ice tickets 
when you click here. 

Who’s ready for craft beer night? 

The Chicago Wolves are hosting eight Craft Beer Nights this 
season — and the first one (and the only one in December) 
happens Thursday night against the Iowa Wild. Want a great 
seat, the chance to enjoy three craft beers and receive a 
Craft Beer Night T-shirt to boot? Then visit here now to 
reserve your Craft Beer Night Package. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE: DONATE BLOOD DEC. 18 

Make plans now to join the Wolves and Vitalant for the blood 
drive on Saturday, Dec. 18, at Allstate Arena’s Skyline Room 
in Rosemont. The doors will be open to walk-ins from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., but it’s much easier to set up an appointment to 
donate. 

To receive all of these goodies — two ticket vouchers to a 
Wolves game of your choice, a limited-edition 
Vitalant/Chicago Wolves T-shirt, a Wolves hat and a chance 
to win an autographed Wolves jersey — make an 
appointment by visiting Vitalant.org/Wolves (search for 
Group Code ORD0RS20) or calling 877-258-4825. 

Donating blood is safe and easy — and serves a vital need 
during the holidays. All blood types are in short supply. 

TOP LINE 

 
ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The Wolves captain tied a franchise record for most points in 
one period when he racked up one goal and three assists 
during Chicago’s huge third-period rally Friday night at Grand 
Rapids. He added an assist in Saturday’s win over Rockford 
and the opening goal in Sunday’s win to push his season 
point total to 23 (9G, 14A), which ranks just 1 point behind 
the AHL leader. 

EETU MAKINIEMI 

The 22-year-old rookie goaltender from Finland enjoyed 
another banner week as he earned two wins over the Grand 
Rapids Griffins. Makiniemi produced a 2.00 goals-against 
average and .922 save percentage in those wins to improve 
to a 7-2-1 record with a 2.20 GAA and .919 save percentage. 
He ranks Top 10 among AHL goalies in all three categories. 

C.J. SMITH 

Smith turns 27 Wednesday and he’ll be able to celebrate 
happily after a big weekend. Smith scored the game-winning 
goal Friday night, the game-tying goal late in the third period 
Saturday and added two assists Sunday afternoon. Smith 
boosted his season totals to six goals and 13 assists as he 
ranks fifth in the AHL in points and assists. 

 REWIND (3-0-0-0) 

SUNDAY, NOV. 28: (at) CHICAGO 3, GRAND RAPIDS 1  

 The Wolves controlled play throughout as they built 
a 3-0 lead in the opening 40 minutes and owned a 
44-19 shot advantage for the game to stay in first 
place in the Central Division. 

 Forward Stefan Noesen scored one goal and 
assisted on the other two, which were delivered by 
forwards Josh Leivo and Andrew Poturalski. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi earned 18 saves, 
including multiple highlight-reel stops. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 27: (at) CHICAGO 3, ROCKFORD 2 
(SO) 

 Rockford scored two goals in the second period to 
take the lead, but the Wolves tied it with 5:19 
remaining and Josh Leivo scored in the third round 
of the shootout to win it. 

 Forwards Maxim Letunov and C.J. Smith scored in 
regulation while Smith and captain Andrew 
Poturalski earned the primary assists. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 17 shots in 
regulation and overtime and all three shootout tries. 

FRIDAY, NOV. 26: CHICAGO 5, (at) GRAND RAPIDS 3 
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 Trailing 3-0 entering the third period, the Wolves 
scored two goals in the first three minutes and three 
goals in the last two minutes to stun the Griffins at 
Van Andel Arena. 

 Forwards Josh Leivo, Maxim Letunov, Spencer 
Smallman, C.J. Smith and Andrew Poturalski 
scored in the final period while Poturalski added 
three assists. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi posted 29 saves to earn 
the win. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Thursday, 
Dec. 2 

vs. Iowa 7 p.m. Allstate Arena AHLTV  

Saturday, 
Dec. 4 

at Iowa 6 p.m. Wells Fargo Arena AHLTV 

Sunday, 
Dec. 5 

at Iowa 3 p.m. Wells Fargo Arena AHLTV 

Thursday, 
Dec. 9 

at Texas 7 p.m. H-E-B Center AHLTV  

Saturday, 
Dec. 11 

at Texas 7 p.m. H-E-B Center AHLTV  

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256190347.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256195192.html 

https://theathletic.com/2986514/2021/11/30/whats-wrong-with-the-hurricanes-power-play-who-is-getting-called-up-should-we-panic-bag-of-jerks/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/two-canes-defensemen-in-covid-19-protocols/20008303/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-stars/c-328455434 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/blue-line-reinforcements-chatfield-and-lajoie/c-328451504 

https://www.nhl.com/news/trophy-tracker-jack-adams-award-2021-22/c-328458070 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-dallas-roope-hintz-dallas-stars-d6db4c72539648699ce861049ada6165 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/30/22809118/carolina-hurricanes-vs-dallas-stars-game-preview 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/29/22807834/pesce-deangelo-enter-covid-protocols 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/11/29/22807208/about-last-afternoon-late-goal-topples-carolina-hurricanes-comeback-effort-washington-
capitals 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/29/chatfield-and-lajoie-recalled/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/11/29/first-place-showdown-looms/ 
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1227941 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Two more Hurricanes defensemen in NHL COVID-19 protocol. What that 
means for the team 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 29, 2021 7:19 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Tony DeAngelo (77) listens to coach Rod 
Brind’Amour during the opening day of training camp on Thursday, 
September 23, 2021 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Carolina Hurricanes now have three defensemen in the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol. 

The team announced Monday that Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo had 
been placed in the protocol, joining Ethan Bear. Both will enter 
quarantine and be monitored by the medical staff in Raleigh as the 
Canes left Monday afternoon for a road game Tuesday against the 
Dallas Stars. 

Later Monday, the Canes recalled defensemen Max Lajoie and Jalen 
Chatfield from the Chicago Wolves, their American Hockey League 
affiliate. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked about Bear’s status before 
Sunday’s game against the Washington Capitals. 

“I don’t know too much other than he didn’t pass the one (COVID) test 
and now he’s stuck there (in quarantine) until Dec. 1,” Brind’Amour said. 

Asked if everyone else continued to be COVID-free, Brind’Amour said, 
“Yeah, apparently.” 

But things can change quickly. The Ottawa Senators, who play the 
Canes on Thursday in PNC Arena, have had COVID issues and games 
postponed with 10 players in the protocol. The New York Islanders have 
had games postponed by the NHL with eight players in the COVID 
protocol. 

DeAngelo ranks fifth among NHL defensemen with 19 points and has 
been the quarterback on the Canes’ top power-play unit. Pesce has 
quarterbacked the second unit while being a key penalty killer. Bear, 
Pesce and DeAngelo are all right-shot D-men. 

Veteran defenseman Brendan Smith has filled in for Bear in his absence, 
but the Canes must now rely on Lajoie and Chatfield as callups from 
Chicago. Lajoie has played 62 career NHL games and Chatfield 18 
games. 

The Canes said before the 2021-22 season began that all of the players 
and staff members had been vaccinated for COVID-19. The Senators 
said the same. 

This story was originally  

Published November 29, 2021 12:05 PM. 
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How Jamie Benn’s modified role unlocked a new wrinkle to Stars’ 
defense 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

6:03 PM on Nov 29, 2021 CST 

 

FRISCO — As the Stars have found consistency in their forward lines, 
it’s also come with a modified role for captain Jamie Benn. 

Coach Rick Bowness and the Stars have used Benn as a checking 
center recently, placing him with Michael Raffl and Denis Gurianov and 
asking him to take on tough matchups from the opposing team. 

When Edmonton was in town, Benn was tasked with facing Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. When Colorado was in Dallas, Benn played 
mostly against Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen. 

“There’s a lot of good players in this league, a lot of good lines,” Benn 
said. “Obviously, McDavid and Draisaitl are having great years, but a lot 
of great players and you’ve got to prepare every night when those guys 
come into your building and when you’re on the road as well.” 

The Stars enter Tuesday’s game against Carolina having won six of their 
last seven games, including four in a row overall and five straight at 
American Airlines Center. In the last seven games, Benn has just one 
goal at 5 on 5, but he’s the only Stars forward who hasn’t been on the ice 
for a 5-on-5 goal against during that span. 

After scoring in three straight games, Benn enters Tuesday goalless in 
his last three with just two total shots on goal. 

Bowness said he really liked the Raffl-Benn-Gurianov line given the size 
and speed on that line that allows it to play against different opposing 
lines. When that group has been on the ice at 5 on 5, the Stars have 
controlled every relevant possession statistic, according to Natural Stat 
Trick: shot attempts (54.1%), shots on goal (56.9%), scoring chances 
(65.2%), high-danger chances (64.7%), expected goals (62.8%) and 
goals (1-0). 

“We just try to keep it simple, to be honest,” Raffl said “That goes back to 
Chubbs [Benn], he wants us to play like that. He’s a really good player. I 
played with good players before, and he lets me play my style and he just 
jumps on pucks, too. He’s hard on the forecheck, very responsible in our 
end. You don’t give up much, you create some chances, it’s always more 
fun to play with the puck.” 

Gurianov has found his game a bit in the 10 games since he was a 
healthy scratch in Winnipeg. He has three goals and three assists in that 
time, while appearing more poised in the defensive and neutral zones. 
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“I feel good with those guys,” Benn said. “We’re just trying to do our part 
for this team, try to create as much as we can and try to defend well as a 
group.” 

Benn is the fulcrum of this line, though. 

The Stars are past the days of expecting the 32-year-old Benn to live up 
to his $9.5 million cap hit. But with three years of Benn still on the books 
after this season (and his no-move clause), the Stars owe it to 
themselves (and Benn) to find the best way to use him. Maybe it’s as a 
checking center who is still offensively talented enough to produce 50 
points in an 82-game season. 

The most recent seven games say that Dallas might have found 
something with Benn as a middle-six center. Tuesday night will bring 
another test. 

Carolina is deep up front, rolling with Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, 
Vincent Trocheck and Jesperi Kotkaniemi down the middle. Benn figures 
to see plenty of Aho, Staal or Trocheck on Tuesday night. 

“We’ve had some tough games, there’s no question: St. Louis, Colorado, 
Edmonton,” Bowness said. “We’ve beaten some top teams in this league. 
Tomorrow night, I think, I told the players this morning probably the 
toughest game we’re going to play so far even though it’s game No. 20. 

“Whatever we get out of tomorrow night, we are definitely going to earn. 
They are definitely going to make us earn every inch of the ice out there.” 

Dallas Stars forward Jason Robertson, third from left, is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a goal during the third period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Detroit Red Wings, Tuesday, November 16, 2021. 
Dallas won 5-2. 
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From special teams to early scoring, a look at what’s sparked the Stars’ 
turnaround 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

8:29 PM on Nov 28, 2021 CST 

 

The Stars are streaking. 

After beating Arizona 3-2 on Saturday night in Glendale, the Stars have 
won four straight games and six of their last seven, plus five straight at 
the American Airlines Center. Since beginning the season 4-6-2 without a 
regulation win, Dallas is now 10-7-2, good for seventh in the Western 
Conference by points percentage. 

It’s still a precarious spot to be in for Dallas, but it’s a different world than 
it was after a loss to Nashville led to a players-only meeting on Nov. 10. 
So what has changed for the Stars? Quite a bit. 

The No. 1 goalie is playing like one 

Jake Oettinger has been one of the best goalies in the NHL across the 
last two weeks, and his stellar play has led to a 4-0-0 record in games he 
has started to go with a .959 save percentage and 1.26 goals-against 
average, which both lead the league. 

With injuries to Braden Holtby and Ben Bishop, Oettinger took a 
stranglehold on the starting job in Dallas and has relegated Anton 
Khudobin to a healthy scratch. Khudobin has not played since he gave 
up seven goals against the Wild in the team’s only loss in the last two 
weeks. 

Roope Hintz is heating up … 

Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) congratulates left wing 
Roope Hintz (right) on his third period goal against the Chicago 
Blackhawks at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Tuesday, March 9, 
2021. The Stars defeated the Blackhawks, 6-1. 

Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) congratulates left wing 
Roope Hintz (right) on his third period goal against the Chicago 
Blackhawks at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Tuesday, March 9, 
2021. The Stars defeated the Blackhawks, 6-1.(Tom Fox) 

The Stars’ top center had a tough start to the season, production-wise, 
with no goals in the first 11 games. But Hintz was generating chances at 
one of the highest rates in the league without scoring, which meant that 
goals weren’t far behind. 

They’ve arrived now. 

He has seven goals in the last eight games, and only three players have 
more goals than Hintz since Nov. 10: Leon Draisaitl, Alex Ovechkin and 
Matt Duchene. Hintz now leads the Stars in goals despite scoring zero in 
the first three-plus weeks. 

… and so are Hintz’s linemates 

Dallas’ top line of Hintz, Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski has been 
magnificent recently, dominating possession and driving offense. During 
the four-game winning streak, the line has combined for eight goals (of 
the team’s 14) and seven assists. 

For the season, they’ve been one of the most successful lines in the 
league. According to MoneyPuck’s expected-goals model, Robertson-
Hintz-Pavelski ranks seventh in expected-goals share among lines with 
at least 100 5-on-5 minutes together. Dallas has outscored opponents 7-
4 at 5-on-5 with the line on the ice. 

The forecheck has bite 

The Stars’ top line has generated plenty of chances off the forecheck, 
forcing turnovers in the offensive zone and capitalizing with precise 
passing and lethal scoring. In the last seven games, Dallas has scored 
eight goals off the forecheck at even-strength. In the previous 12 games, 
the Stars had seven goals on the forecheck. 

The Stars’ identity is tied to producing goals off the forecheck and limiting 
teams’ abilities to exit their own zones. When the Stars were struggling 
earlier this season, other teams were forechecking well against Dallas, 
and the Stars were spending too much time in their own zone. 

Now, the Stars have turned the tables and created offense in the 
process. 

Special teams have been steady 

Dallas Stars forward Roope Hintz, second from left, is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a power play goal during the first period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings in Dallas, Monday, 
April 19, 2021. 

Dallas Stars forward Roope Hintz, second from left, is congratulated by 
teammates after scoring a power play goal during the first period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Detroit Red Wings in Dallas, Monday, 
April 19, 2021.(Brandon Wade / Special Contributor) 

The Stars own the league’s second-best power play, scoring 13.81 goals 
per 60 minutes on the power play, which trails only Edmonton. Only twice 
in the last 12 games has the power play failed to score a goal, and one 
was Saturday in Arizona, where Dallas had just 1:03 on the man-
advantage. 

The power play has been something the Stars can count on. 

The penalty kill has recently started a turnaround, having killed 16 of the 
last 17 power-play chances. Dallas’ penalty kill has actually outscored 
opponents in the last five games thanks to Hintz’s two shorthanded goals 
against St. Louis on Nov. 20. 
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Dallas has used a more aggressive penalty kill to disrupt teams and has 
fallen into more familiar shorthanded groupings. 

Finally, a consistent lineup 

The Stars used the same forward lines for the fourth straight game during 
the win in Arizona, the first time this season Rick Bowness has stuck with 
the same forward lines for longer than three games. 

The combinations have given the Stars a balanced look that has 
developed chemistry and distributed minutes. Jamie Benn has looked at 
home at center between Michael Raffl and Denis Gurianov. Tyler Seguin 
(with Joel Kiviranta and Luke Glendening) and Radek Faksa (with Jacob 
Peterson and Alexander Radulov) have found roles, too. 

Playing at home, scoring first doesn’t hurt either 

The Stars played just three of their first 11 games at the American 
Airlines Center, but are now 6-2-1 at home this season and 4-5-1 on the 
road. Dallas plays three more homes games before heading out west to 
face Vegas, Los Angeles and San Jose in the second week of 
December. 

Dallas has just two road trips of three games or longer before the 
Olympic break in February. 

In each of their last seven wins, the Stars have scored the game’s first 
goal. On the season, they are 9-2-1 when scoring first and 1-5-1 when 
trailing first. For a team built to play low-scoring games, getting an early 
lead is paramount, and the Stars have done so recently. 

Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski (16) celebrates scoring his first goal of 
the game during the first period of an NHL hockey game against the 
Colorado Avalanche in Dallas, Friday, November 26, 2021. 
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How the Stars rediscovered what they were supposed to be and found 
success along the way 

 

By Saad Yousuf Nov 29, 2021  

 

Through 19 games, the Stars season has been a story of opposite 
extremes. How is it a team that lost six out of seven games immediately 
followed that stretch by winning six out of its next seven games? How is it 
a team that lost 4-1 at home to the Ottawa Senators also has a 4-1 
victory on home ice over the Edmonton Oilers on its resume? How is it a 
team that didn’t notch its first regulation victory until its 13th game of the 
season — the last team in the NHL to do so — is now tied with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs for the longest active winning streak in the NHL at 
four games, all victories in regulation? 

On the surface, the Stars seem like an enigma. But in the words of the 
late NFL coach Dennis Green, “they are what we thought they were.” 

The natural thing to do is trace things back and try to figure out what 
changed from the time Dallas lost to Nashville on Nov. 10 to present day. 
Was the players-only meeting after the loss to the Predators that 
significant? Did Blake Comeau’s departure make that much of a 
difference, tactically or sending some sort of a message through the 
dressing room? 

It’s convenient to correlate the aftermath of the 4-2 loss to the Predators 
with where the misery ended but change with a fourth-line forward or 
players verbally expressing urgency with a player-only meeting can only 
go so far when it comes to the product on the ice. If the Stars were 
devoid of talent, none of that would have mattered and losing would have 
persisted. A quick glance around the NHL will tell you that not all bad 

stretches are meant to end. When a team is bad, and continues to be 
bad, heads roll. So, are the Stars good or bad? 

Prior to the season, perhaps those out of the loop felt the Stars weren’t 
real playoff contenders. Perhaps the people who bleed victory green felt 
the team was on the cusp of a Stanley Cup but the reality was always 
somewhere down the middle. The objective expectation for the Stars this 
preseason was to be a playoff team and then hope to play their best 
hockey at the right time and make a run in the playoffs. That’s still where 
things stand today. 

Some of the realities that contributed to the Stars getting off to a 4-6-2 
start to the season through 12 games still ring true. The Stars were 
missing their top-pairing defenseman for essentially the first five games 
of the season and missing their top-line forward for the first six games. 
They also played eight out of those first 12 games on the road. If the 
Stars were missing John Klingberg and Jason Robertson right now — 
both have had a three-point game during the current hot stretch, among 
other key contributions — or if they played a road-heavy schedule — five 
of their six wins during the current hot stretch have come at home — the 
feel around the team would probably be a little different. 

People don’t always like to hear it when a team is spiraling but another 
difference between the first 12 games and the last seven is that the puck 
is just going in the net. The Stars weren’t always playing bad hockey 
during the struggling stretch but they lacked the ability to finish. Some of 
those issues were within their control, such as overpassing, and have 
been corrected. Others were just plain bad luck that were bound to be 
evened out eventually. A good example of the latter is Roope Hintz. 

Through the first 12 games of the season, Hintz led the team in total 
individual shots on goal per 60 minutes with 9.72. More importantly, 
Hintz’s 1.12 total individual expected goals per 60 minutes (ixG/60) was 
second on the team, behind only Robertson’s 1.27. Those data points 
match up with who Hintz has come to be known as a highly talented and 
productive player. However, all of that netted in one goal for Hintz in 12 
games. And even with Robertson leading the team with his ixG/60 figure, 
he only had one goal to show for it, albeit in six fewer games given the 
games he missed. 

In the past seven games, Hintz has scored six goals and Robertson has 
scored four goals. Have they suddenly elevated their game? Not quite. 
Hintz has elevated his ixG/60 to 1.43, still good for second on the team, 
and Robertson’s ixG/60 has actually slightly dipped to fourth-best on the 
team at 1.17. It’s just that those expected goals are now finally meeting 
expectations more often. 

“I just think you had to get guys going,” Ryan Suter said. “It takes 
everyone different timeframes to get rolling. Obviously, when some of 
your studs aren’t scoring, it drags on the rest of the team. Now that the 
horses are rolling, we’ve just got to continue to build on that.” 

While on the subject of total individual expected goals per 60 minutes, 
the player who leads the Stars in that category over the past seven 
games is Jamie Benn at 1.50. The Stars spent a lot time in the early 
parts of the season playing Benn at left wing, namely on a line with Tyler 
Seguin and Alexander Radulov. The move to center is one that is not just 
suiting him well but also helping Denis Gurianov, who plays on the right 
wing next to Benn. While Benn is at the top in ixG/60, Hintz is second 
and Robertson is fourth (tied with Jacob Peterson), Gurianov slots in at 
No. 3 on the team with 1.18 ixG/60. 

Of course, the obvious difference in recent games has also been the play 
in the crease. Since Jake Oettinger made his 2021-22 season debut, 
he’s been a top-three goalie in the NHL. Among goaltenders who have 
played at least three games in the last two weeks, Oettinger’s save 
percentage (.959) and goals-against average (1.26) rank third in the NHL 
behind Tristan Jarry and Jack Campbell. 

“I think we’re getting good goaltending, to start,” Benn said. “Special 
teams are getting a little bit better and we’re committed from top to 
bottom in playing better defense as a group. We do that, and we’re 
getting our scoring chances and they’re going in.” 
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The special teams part of the equation is also worth emphasizing. The 
power play has consistently been good this season, through the highs 
and the lows of the team. In the first 12 games, the Stars had the third-
best power play in the NHL at 29 percent and 0.75 power-play goals per 
game in 2.58 power-play opportunities per game. In the last seven 
games, the percentage has dipped a little bit 26.1 percent because the 
opportunities have gone up to 3.29 per game but they’re scoring 0.86 
power-play goals per game and are still top 10 in the NHL. The Stars 
having a good power play this season should surprise nobody. 

The bigger difference is the penalty kill. In the first 12 games of the 
season, the Stars had the 25th-ranked penalty kill in the NHL at 75 
percent. In the last seven games, they’ve improved that to 86.4 percent, 
good for 13th in the NHL in that span and also have a couple of 
shorthanded goals. 

In the NHL every season, there are a handful of hopeless teams and elite 
teams. Most of the league falls in the middle of those two extremes. 
Hopeless teams don’t have the talent nor the answers, no matter what 
the scheme is or how hard they play. Elite teams have an abundance of 
talent to where they can escape with victories even when the full 
operation isn’t clicking. 

Consider all of the factors outlined above and how they coincided. When 
Klingberg and Robertson were injured or working their way back into their 
game, Hintz was hexed, Benn was playing winger, the Stars were on the 
road, goaltending was suspect and the penalty kill was scraping the 
bottom. All of that showed in the 4-6-2 record. When all of that was 
rectified, that also showed in the 6-1-0 record. The Stars are a good 
enough team to hang with the best on any given game but they’re not 
good enough to play with their food and still try to beat even the mediocre 
of what the league has to offer. Bringing their game on a nightly basis is 
key, especially when things out of their control such as health and 
schedule, fall in line. 

The schedule smiled wide at the Stars when the Flyers and the Red 
Wings, two subpar teams, came into town on second nights of a back-to-
back. The Stars’ recent run of success, save for a clunker in Minnesota, 
started with those wins. 

“Yeah, I mean, something has to help get you going,” head coach Rick 
Bowness said. “You (have to) take advantage. The schedule, sometimes 
you play a team that’s not playing well and sometimes you play a team 
that’s on top of their game. The schedule can help you and hurt you.” 

The Stars still had to do their part to take advantage of that scheduling 
benefit, which they did, and used it to catapult themselves. The Stars 
aren’t going to win six of seven games from here on out. That pace isn’t 
sustainable but the way they’ve been playing is something they can look 
to maintain. If they do, more wins will follow. 
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So far, so good for Sogaard in Belleville Senators net 
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Ottawa Senators goalie Mads Sogaard, Sept. 18, 2021. 

For Mads Sogaard, it’s not about how you start, it’s about how you finish. 

After being hooked early in the Belleville Senators season opener, the 6-
7 Sogaard has rebounded to establish himself as a huge presence in the 
club’s recent resurgence. 

“I like my game, I think there has been a lot of positives and I’ve had a lot 
of good help in front of me,” said Sogaard, who has a record of 6-3-0, 
with a 2.70 goals against average and .913 save percentage. 

The Ottawa Senators COVID-19 crisis earlier in the month resulted in the 
call-up of a string of players from Belleville. The chain reaction meant 
Belleville played on with their own call-ups, putting extra heat on the 
goaltenders. 

“We had a lot of guys coming up from ECHL and I needed to step up and 
take a bigger role and help the team win. I think I put together some good 
games. I’m happy with it and I’m happy with the group here.” 

Belleville coach Troy Mann says it’s the work of both Sogaard and Kevin 
Mandolese that has made a big difference in putting the club over the 
.500 mark for the first time this season. 

“I do think goaltending, fro a prospect perspective, has been a strength,” 
he said. “Those guys have made really big key saves at important times 
for us. Those guys have been a big reason why we’ve been able to stay 
in it with wins over all the adversity faced over the last few weeks.” 
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Murray hits the ice in Belleville for the first time 
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BELLEVILLE — Matt Murray returned Monday to a place he thought he 
had long ago left in the rear-view mirror. 

After clearing waivers on Sunday, Murray was back in the American 
Hockey League, seeing all the green inside the 4,300-seat CAA Arena 
during practice with the Belleville Senators. 

For now, he’ll be sharing the net with prospects Mads Sogaard and Kevin 
Mandolese, under the watchful eyes of head coach Troy Mann and 
goaltending coach Justin Peters. 

“If we can be a little piece of the puzzle to get his game back to where it 
needs to be, then great,” Mann said following the workout. 

The hard road ahead also includes a four-hour bus ride to Utica, N.Y., 
Tuesday, where Belleville plays Wednesday. 

A former AHL All-Star and rookie of the year, Murray went down this path 
before establishing himself with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The current circumstances, though, could never have been imagined 
after he was acquired from the Penguins in a trade 13 months ago, 
followed by the signing of a four-year, $25 million contract. 

Battling through injuries and illnesses, including a bout of COVID-19, he 
has gone 0-5-0 this season, prone to giving up a bad goal or two in each 
of his starts. 

His overall Senators record is 10-18-1, with a goals against average of 
3.35 and a save percentage of .892. 

Originally heralded as a two-time Stanley Cup champion with the 
Penguins, he’s now being held up as a poster boy for the Senators’ NHL 
worst 4-14-1 record. Murray’s long-term future with the organization 
could depend on how much success he has here and a buyout of what 
remains of his contract is a distinct possibility. 

The sudden and swift moves of last weekend are still fresh and Murray is 
not yet talking publicly about what has gone down. 
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“We just chatted about hitting the re-set button and going day to day,” 
Mann said of a conversation that also involved Murray and Peters. 

Mann will also be in close contact with Ottawa’s management to 
determine how quickly to get the goaltender into AHL action. After 
Wednesday, Belleville next plays the Manitoba Moose Saturday and 
Sunday at home. 

“Does he need more practice time and do we wait until the weekend or 
do we just throw him into the fire and get him going with game action?,” 
said Mann. “(Before Monday), he hadn’t been on the ice for four or five 
days and on top of that, he hasn’t played a lot of hockey this season. 

“I have an idea or vision about how I would like the week to go, but I 
certainly want to touch base (with Ottawa).” 

While Murray’s struggles are naturally big news in Ottawa, the goal is to 
transition as seamlessly as possible into Belleville’s lineup. 

Belleville, which lost a steady stream of players to Ottawa during the 
COVID-19 crisis earlier this month, has been on a roll. The B-Sens have 
won four straight games and they’re 7-2-0 in their past nine, much of that 
due to the solid goaltending of Sogaard and Mandolese. 

“(Murray) doesn’t want it to be a distraction,” said Mann. “Within the room 
itself, and the coaching staff, it’s just another player for us.” 

Mann, former long time coach of the Hershey Bears, remembers Murray 
well from his days with the rival Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins. 

In 2014-15, Murray was an AHL all-star and rookie of the year, posting 
12 shutouts and delivering a league record shutout string of 304 minutes 
and 11 seconds. 

“He has two Stanley Cups, so the pedigree and resume is certainly there. 
Justin Peters, over the past 10 months, has done tremendous work with 
(Filip Gustavsson), Sogaard and Mandolese,” said Mann. “So for Peters 
to get his hands on Murray now, for a few days, or a few weeks, we don’t 
know yet, I think that will certainly help Murray.” 

When it comes to goaltending, three is sometimes a crowd. The way 
Sogaard sees it, though, having a veteran with Murray’s background is a 
positive. 

“It’s definitely a different situation for me and (Mandolese), but we’re 
excited to be able to work aside a two-time Stanley Cup champion and 
see what he does on an everyday basis,” Sogaard said. 

“We’re just going to learn as much as we can from him and also try to 
push him. We’re two good goalies as well, and if we work hard and do 
our job, we can push him to be better.” 
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GARRIOCH: The Ottawa Senators will be joined by Batherson and 
Gaudette as they return home 
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Senators winger Drake Batherson. 

The Ottawa Senators had Monday off to rest and try to hit the reset 
button. 

They will hit the quarter-mark of the season Wednesday night at home 
against the Vancouver Canucks at the Canadian Tire Centre with hopes 
of trying to halt their five-game losing skid. 

Back in town after going winless on a four-game Western road swing with 
stops in Colorado, San Jose, Anaheim and Los Angeles before making 
the long trek back Sunday, the Senators need to improve every aspect of 
the game if they’re going to right the ship to get this back on track. 

For a myriad of reasons, this season has gone off the rails for the 
Senators after closing out November with a 1-10-1 record. Now, sitting at 
No. 32 in the league with a 4-14-1 record, they’ve got a lot of ground to 
make up to try to get back to respectability with 63 games left in the year. 

Nobody is happy with where the Senators are sitting 

This isn’t where owner Eugene Melnyk, general manager Pierre Dorion, 
senior VP Pierre McGuire or coach D.J. Smith expected this club to be at 
this juncture and there’s lots of racetrack left to get this figured out so it 
can get turned around. 

Everyone is searching for answers to what’s gone wrong and the 20-
game mark is usually the point where teams evaluate what they need to 
do to improve. You can be certain the Senators are doing a lot of soul-
searching and Dorion has been aggressive working the phones trying to 
find help. 

The Senators will have a couple of fresh faces waiting for them when 
they skate Tuesday. With Drake Batherson returning from COVID-19 
protocol and newly-acquired forward Adam Gaudette on the roster 

Gaudette, picked up on waivers from the Chicago Blackhawks Saturday, 
has arrived in town and will suit up against the Canucks. He was mostly 
as a winger by the Hawks but Smith’s plan is to have him in the middle 
because that’s where the club needs help the most. 

He has only one goal and two points in eight games with the Hawks this 
season, but those who have watched Gaudette play believes he’s got a 
good Hockey IQ, strong skills and a good shot. He had 12 goals and 33 
points in 59 games with the Canucks in 2019-20 so there’s some 
offensive upside there. 

Let’s be honest, this is a chance for the organization to have a look at the 
25-year-old to see if there’s any upside potential and if he can be more 
than a depth player here. If Gaudette can, then that might help fill the 
void that was left by shoulder injuries to Colin White and Shane Pinto. 

There’s no timeline on Pinto’s return but he did have shoulder surgery 
last week to repair the dislocation he suffered Nov. 13 during a faceoff 
against Pittsburgh. He returned that game after missing nine games with 
a shoulder injury and that’s when the decision was made to get it dealt 
with so it’s no longer an issue. 

Getting Batherson back after his week-long absence, and five missed 
games because of COVID-19, will help balance the club’s forward group. 
Smith has been mixing and matching to try to get people going while also 
moving sophomore forward Tim Stuetzle to centre. 

The decision to put Stuetzle at centre has worked but it has yet to be pay 
dividends because it hasn’t resulted in any wins. Not having Batherson, 
one of the club’s best two-way players in the lineup, hurts Ottawa’s ability 
to put the puck in the net when they’re already struggling to score goals. 

The club did make one roster move Monday by sending centre Logan 
Shaw to Belleville after he cleared waivers. 

THE LAST WORDS 

We’ll find out later Tuesday what Los Angeles Kings winger  Brendan 
Lemieux  will get for biting Ottawa captain  Brady Tkachuk  Saturday at 
the Staples Center 

Lemieux is suspended indefinitely and will have an in-person hearing by 
Zoom with league VP  George Parros  and the NHL’s depart of player 
safety Tuesday. That means Lemieux, who has a past history, could be 
suspended more than six games but we’ll see where this goes. 

Of course, after Tkachuk accused Lemieux of being a “bad guy” and 
indicated his teammates don’t even like him, the Kings came to his 
defence after they skated Sunday. 
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“I have my own opinion about what happened, or didn’t happen 
(Saturday), and what I can tell you is that any comments that were made 
about (Lemieux) were garbage,” Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick told 
Los Angeles reporters. “He’s a valuable player who sticks up for his 
teammates. We all support him and I’d rather have him on my team over 
that kid any day of the week.” 

Coach  Todd McLellan  spoke to Lemieux about controlling his emotions. 

“I spoke to Brendan, we talked about him taking care of his teammates 
and how much we appreciate it. He’s got a team full of supporters today 
that are happy he’s a part of the group and he does his job and he does it 
very well,” said McLellan. 

Matthew Tkachuk , Brady’s brother, was asked about his comments 
about Lemieux Monday in Calgary. 

“He’s not wrong. That’s it,” said Matthew. 
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Observations: Brett Murray's first NHL goal a bright spot in dismal loss to 
Kraken 

 

Mike Harrington Nov 29, 2021 Updated 5 hrs ago 

 

There wasn't much to like Monday night in KeyBank Center as the 
expansion Seattle Kraken dumped the Buffalo Sabres for the second 
time this season. 

The Kraken rolled to a 7-4 win as Jared McCann and Mason Appleton 
scored two goals apiece. Buffalo defenseman Rasmus Dahlin was 
burned for short-handed goals in the first period by Carson Soucy and 
Brandon Tanev that gave Seattle a 2-0 lead it would not relinquish as it 
won for the fourth time in five games. The Sabres fell to 8-11-3 and are 
1-5-1 in their last seven. 

While Jeff Skinner scored twice to lead the Buffalo offense, the biggest 
feel-good moment was the first NHL goal by winger Brett Murray. 

Kyle Okposo's shot went wide of Seattle goalie Chris Driedger and 
Murray banged the puck in off the back boards at 1:53 of the second 
period to cut Buffalo's deficit to 3-1. Dylan Cozens quickly scooped up 
the puck for safe keeping. 

"It was a pretty special feeling, something you work your whole life for," 
Murray said. "For it to finally happen is amazing. Even more amazing, I 
was able to have my entire family in the stands there. It makes it even 
more special." 

Murray, a fourth-round choice in 2016, had nine-goal seasons in 
Rochester each of the last two years, but had a fine showing at this 
year's Prospects Challenge and in training camp. He's been even better 
with the Amerks, collecting six goals in nine games. 

Murray got an assist Saturday in Detroit for his first NHL point and now 
has his first NHL point streak at two games. He was strong on the puck 
down low all night, in a game which too many Sabres were soft in 
handling and defending it. 

Sabres Notebook: Alex Tuch hits practice ice, relives suite night with The 
Dominator 

Tuch shined on Monday as he joined his teammates on the ice for the 
first time, taking part in their morning skate in a non-contact role prior to 
the game against Seattle. 

"I've liked everything with Murray each time he's come up," coach Don 
Granato said after the morning skate. "He's become better each time he 

went back. I went and watched a week and a half ago and he's better 
because of the experience." 

Murray credited the wisdom of Okposo and the natural skill of Cozens for 
his continued strong play, noting how he regularly picks the veteran 
Okposo's brain for nuances of the game. 

"It is just being able to take at least one thing away every single time I 
come to the rink," Murray said. 

There wasn't much else to like about the first two periods. The Sabres 
were beaten to loose pucks all over the ice and routinely failed to cover 
the front of the net. 

McCann's goal at 7:59 of the second was a particular embarrassment. 
Morgan Geekie dominated Henri Jokiharju in the corner and one-handed 
the puck in front, where McCann was all alone to tap it in – as four 
Sabres watched from behind him. Defenseman Robert Hagg and the line 
of Rasmus Asplund, Zemgus Girgensons and Anders Bjork were 
victimized. 

Here are some other observations from the ugly loss: 

1. Decline it 

That was the opinion of a leather lung in the 300 level when the Sabres 
were awarded a power play in the second period. He was undoubtedly 
scarred by what he saw in the first. 

Soucy took a Yanni Gourde feed and beat Dustin Tokarski on a slapshot 
at 5:47 of the first after Gourde upended Dahlin behind the net. Dahlin 
was burned again by Tanev at 14:40 after the Seattle forward beat him 
wide and then outmuscled him for a rebound. The Sabres had entered 
the game as one of six NHL teams without a short-handed goal against 
them this year. 

"We didn't have the sense of urgency to start with respect to details and 
that was obvious," Granato said. "We allowed too much too easy ... The 
first two goals of the game are shorthanded on our power play. Not by 
design, obviously. We just didn't have enough guys playing good and 
guys that just absolutely didn't look like themselves." 

2. Party in the USA 

Skinner's goal song played twice, on a power play wraparound at 17:27 
of the second and again at 37 seconds of the third off a Victor Olofsson 
rebound. Skinner has eight goals in 21 games this season – one more 
than he totaled in 55 games last year, the worst of his NHL career. 

"Last year was a challenging year and honestly not how I would like to 
contribute to the team," Skinner said. "Personally, it's nice to get going 
and hopefully we can keep going as a line. ... Part of my job is starting 
offense and to capitalize on opportunities, and I'm going to try and keep 
doing it." 

3. History lessons  

Call it round two of the Granato family rivalry Monday night in KeyBank 
Center. 

The Sabres seem to like getting picked on in the Kraken record book. 
They became the first team to lose twice to Seattle and the Soucy goal 
was the first short-handed tally in Kraken history. Seattle's seven goals 
also were its most thus far in its inaugural season. In addition, Jordan 
Eberle notched the first hat trick in Seattle history against Buffalo in the 
5-2 win Nov. 4 in Climate Pledge Arena. 

The Kraken are the 43rd NHL team the Sabres have played since joining 
the NHL in 1970. The Sabres fell to 13-5-1 in their first home game 
against teams that joined the NHL via expansion after 1970. 

4. Lineup news 

Defenseman Jacob Bryson only took one cycle in pregame warmups 
before he gave way to Will Butcher for the game. Granato said Bryson is 
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dealing with a nagging issue but should be ready to play on the team's 
upcoming road trip. 

5. Next 

The Sabres will practice here Tuesday before heading south for a difficult 
two-game road trip. They'll play Thursday at Florida and Saturday at 
Carolina. The next home game is Dec. 7 vs. Anaheim. 
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Sabres Notebook: Alex Tuch hits practice ice, relives suite night with The 
Dominator 

 

Mike Harrington Nov 29, 2021 Updated 6 hrs ago  

 

He's back on the ice, but not playing in games, and won't be until the 
calendar hits 2022, so new Buffalo Sabres winger Alex Tuch is making 
the most of his time. 

Tuch is watching games to study coach Don Granato's system and to 
learn the tendencies of his future teammates. He's hanging around the 
dressing room, trying to get to know a new teammate or two every time 
he visits. He visited with the 11-Day Power Play hockey marathon at 
RiverWorks and is getting ready to transfer the work of his AT9 
Foundation from Vegas to Buffalo, where it will continue the fight against 
pediatric cancer and other challenges in children's lives. 

Call it round two of the Granato family rivalry Monday night in KeyBank 
Center. 

And during Buffalo's Nov. 13 game against Toronto, the lifelong Sabres 
fan who grew up outside of Syracuse shared a night in a KeyBank Center 
suite with The Dominator. 

Tuch was born in 1996, in the middle of Dominik Hasek's nine-year reign 
with the Sabres when Hasek became the NHL's best goalie. So the 
player was able to rekindle a little fanboy. 

"I was only a couple years old, but I still had a poster of him in my room 
growing up and he was one of the best," said a smiling Tuch. "He's just a 
really, really good guy and we were sitting through the first half of one of 
the periods and then halfway in he's like, 'All right, let's take a break and 
watch some of the game.'  

"I loved that part because he's out of the game for 20 or so years now 
and he still just loves watching it, loves being a part of it and likes 
learning. It's a lot of fun to see a guy that's that far out of the game and 
he just still loves it. So that's something that really just shined for me." 

Tuch shined on Monday as he joined his teammates on the ice for the 
first time, taking part in their morning skate in a non-contact role prior to 
the game against Seattle. He went through a bevy of team and individual 
drills, showing no issues with the shoulder he had surgically repaired in 
July. 

"Just bring a little bit of positive energy in the room and today it was on 
the ice," Tuch said of his current goals. "Get to know guys and just try to 
find my way into the team. It's tough not being able to go into battle with 
them every night. Probably the hardest part, honestly. This team has 
been unbelievable bringing me in and making me one of the guys, that's 
for sure." 

The Sabres say Tuch is still weeks away from a return to the lineup, but 
coach Don Granato admitted he's already taken a few moments to plot 
out forward lines in his head that include the winger acquired from Las 
Vegas in the Jack Eichel trade on Nov. 4. 

"All I know is I want to go in and work hard and hopefully have chemistry 
with whomever I'm playing with because there's a lot of really good guys 
up and down this lineup," Tuch said. "So it's going to be fun when I first 
put on that jersey to play my first game, that's for sure." 

Tuch said he's already learned a lot about how the players are battling 
through every game to try to spark the franchise's turnaround. 

"It's not just our team. It's not just the players in the locker room," Tuch 
said. "It goes players, coaching staff, management, all of our support 
staff here in the rink, and especially all the fans, so the entire city of 
Buffalo. We want to get as many people a part of our team as possible. 

"And I know that once we continue to build and progress, this team is 
going to be selling out barns and playing in the playoffs down the road. 
We have high expectations for this group going forward." 

Mittelstadt could return on road trip 

Mittelstadt, out since the Oct. 14 season opener against Montreal due to 
an upper-body injury, skated fully Monday as he progressed out of his 
non-contact role. Tuesday's practice here and Wednesday's workout in 
Sunrise, Fla., will be crucial in determining his timeline. The Sabres play 
the Florida Panthers on Thursday night and play at Carolina on Saturday. 

"There is potential that he can play on the road trip," Granato said. "And 
we will have two practices before our first game on the road in Florida. 
Those will give us a real good gauge as to the probability or not of that 
happening." 

Quinn's 18 points through 14 games were third in the AHL entering 
Tuesday, and he has nine goals after totaling only two in 15 games last 
season. 

Center Mark Jankowski had his AHL contract converted to an NHL deal 
by the Sabres on Sunday and joined the club for Monday's skate. 
Jankowski, 27, had five goals and 12 points in 13 games for Rochester. 
In 253 career NHL games with Pittsburgh and Calgary, he has 40 goals 
and 35 assists. He had four goals and seven assists in 45 games for the 
Penguins last season. 

"That was my goal to get back to the NHL and I knew I was going to have 
to turn and play well in Rochester," Jankowski said. "I think going in 
there, the coaching staff put a lot of trust in me and let me go and play 
my game." 

The Sabres sent Arttu Ruotsalainen back to Rochester to get more 
primary ice time after he totaled two goals and two assists in 16 games. 

Said Granato: "We've spoken so often about developing our players and 
putting them in spots to succeed and become better, that seemed like a 
really easy, natural thing to do." 
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Alex Tuch makes first on-ice appearance with Buffalo Sabres at morning 
skate 

 

Mike Harrington Nov 29, 2021 Updated 12 hrs ago 

 

The Buffalo Sabres officially list winger Alex Tuch as month to month on 
their injury report after summer shoulder surgery but the prime NHL 
acquisition in the Jack Eichel trade with the Vegas Golden Knights took a 
big step Monday by joining the club for its morning skate in KeyBank 
Center prior to the game against the Seattle Kraken. 

Call it round two of the Granato family rivalry Monday night in KeyBank 
Center. 
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Tuch wore a gold noncontact jersey and skated as an extra during the 
workout. He was joined as extras by Casey Mittelstadt and Mark 
Jankowski, both of whom were in full-contact roles. 

"Definitely it was good to get back on the ice," said a smiling Tuch. "I'm 
just trying to come in every day with a positive attitude and try to uplift the 
guys, put a smile on couple guys' faces and bring some positive energy 
to the ice." 

Tuch said he would leave any talk of return timelines up to the Sabres' 
coaching staff and front office but it's believed he's not going to play until 
the calendar turns to 2022. 

"I don't know the potential timeline," coach Don Granato said. "It's not for 
a few weeks anyway but we were very excited as a staff and I think the 
players were as well to see him out there." 

Tuch said he's been watching the Sabres' games to study the team's 
system and learn individual players' tendencies. 

"All I know is I want to go in and work hard and hopefully have chemistry 
with whoever I'm playing with because there's a lot of really good guys up 
and down this lineup," he said. "So it's going to be fun when I first put on 
that jersey to play my first game, that's for sure." 

The news is getting progressively better on Mittelstadt, who has been out 
with an upper-body injury since the season opener Oct. 14 vs. Montreal. 
Tuesday's practice here and Wednesday's workout in Sunrise, Fla., will 
be crucial in determining his timeline. The Sabres play the Florida 
Panthers on Thursday night and travel to Carolina to meet the Hurricanes 
on Saturday. 

"There is potential that he can play on the road trip," Granato said. "And 
we will have two practices before our first game on the road in Florida. 
Those will give us a real good gauge as to the probability or not of that 
happening." 

Jankowski, who has spent the season in Rochester, was signed to an 
NHL contract on Sunday and Arttu Ruotsalainen was returned to the 
Amerks. The Sabres did not make any changes during the skate to the 
lineup that played in Saturday's 3-2 overtime loss to Detroit, although 
Granato said a couple players are nursing bumps and bruises and it's 
possible Jankowski could play tonight. 

The Sabres suffered a 5-2 loss Nov. 4 in Seattle in one of their worst 
games of the season. The Kraken went into a slump after that game but 
have gone 3-1 in their last four with wins over Washington, Carolina and 
Florida. Their 4-1 road win Saturday against the Panthers stopped 
Florida's 11-game home winning streak from the start of the season, 
denying the Panthers a chance to set the NHL record. 

"We hope to against their pressure have a lot more calm and better 
support, better execution," Granato said. "... It's a great challenge 
because you have that mental block in your head of that awful night in  
Seattle for us. And then you've got to respect the fact that they're hot 
right now. But that's all mental. It's getting to our game and executing the 
way we we need to execute." 

The goaltending matchup will be Dustin Tokarski vs. Chris Driedger. 
Defenseman Will Borgen, taken off the Sabres' roster by Seattle in the 
expansion draft, made his Kraken debut on Saturday and will play again 
tonight. 
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Sabres’ unprecedented struggle to attract fans continues in loss to 
Kraken 

 

By John Vogl Nov 30, 2021  

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. – Coupons and deals flooded inboxes during the past 
week, offering discounts on everything from sandwiches to guitars to 
contact lenses. The Sabres also climbed aboard the Black Friday/Cyber 
Monday train. 

“No purchase fees on tickets …” 

That’s a decent bonus for potential buyers, saving them $7 to $13 per 
seat. 

“… when you bundle five games or more!” 

OK then. 

Buffalo is an unprecedented struggle to attract fans. The Pegula-led 
organization should be trying to get people through the KeyBank Center 
doors just once, with the idea they’ll have fun and come back. If the best 
the Sabres can do for the most prominent sales week of the year is “buy 
five games for no fees,” an empty arena will remain into the 2022-23 
season and beyond. 

For Monday’s 7-4 loss to Seattle, the Sabres announced 10,004 tickets 
distributed – the first time this season they’ve topped 10,000 in their 
19,070-seat arena. They likely had help from two recent fundraisers, and 
blood and turkey drives that earned participants two free tickets. 

There was no help at the box office. A few minutes before the start of the 
game, ticket prices remained stable at $36 for the 300 Level and $175 for 
club seats in the 200s. It’s a season-long trend. Despite selling just 7,992 
tickets before Toronto’s visit Nov. 13, the Sabres were still asking as 
much as $246 when the players took the ice for warmups. The prices 
remained between $27 and $158 for Wednesday’s game against Boston, 
leading to an announced crowd of 9,416 despite out-of-town fans 
returning home for the holidays. 

Meanwhile, Cyber Monday shoppers could buy a round-trip ticket from 
Buffalo to Orlando for $138 and purchase discount admission at one of 
the major theme parks, which slashed its entry fee from $118 to $50. So, 
fans seeking to spend their entertainment dollars could buy a 200 Level 
ticket to Monday’s loss for $175 or get a flight to Florida and a day at a 
park for $188. 

Obviously, the Sabres can’t sell tickets below the season-ticket price of 
$23 to $123 per game. The team should give a parade to the 6,000 or so 
who’ve kept their season passes, not seat someone next to them at a 
lesser price. But the organization is clinging firmly to the integrity of its 
pricing structure, declining to lower prices even when demand is 
nonexistent. 

Entering Monday’s schedule, the Sabres were last in the NHL in 
attendance by an incredible margin, according to ESPN’s tracker. 

2021-22 season attendance 

TEAM AVERAGE CAPACITY % 

Golden Knights 

18,086 

104.1 

Islanders 

17,255 

100.8 

Capitals 

18,573 

100.4 

Kraken 
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17,151 

100.3 

Bruins 

17,850 

100.0 

Lightning 

19,092 

100.0 

Maple Leafs 

18,795 

99.9 

Predators 

17,084 

99.8 

Canucks 

18,544 

98.1 

Stars 

18,160 

98.0 

Avalanche 

17,346 

96.3 

Blues 

17,424 

96.3 

Wild 

16,933 

94.3 

Penguins 

17,045 

93.7 

Canadiens 

19,762 

92.9 

Blackhawks 

18,238 

92.5 

Jets 

13,731 

91.5 

Hurricanes 

16,967 

90.8 

Flyers 

17,648 

90.3 

Blue Jackets 

15,672 

86.4 

Rangers 

15,544 

86.3 

Red Wings 

16,806 

86.1 

Oilers 

15,943 

85.5 

Devils 

13,232 

80.1 

Flames 

15,358 

79.6 

Panthers 

13,498 

79.2 

Kings 

13,963 

76.6 

Ducks 

12,873 

75.0 

Sharks 

12,498 

71.2 

Coyotes 

12,184 

71.2 

Senators 

11,352 

59.3 

Sabres 

8,206 

43.0 
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Of course, it’s more than the price that has the numbers in such a lowly 
state. The Sabres are going to set an NHL record this season with their 
11th consecutive playoff miss. They’ve alienated fans with missteps 
through the years. They don’t have a marketable star. They fell to 3-10-2 
in their past 15 games with the loss to Seattle. 

It’s a struggle, and the organization knew it would be a struggle. 

But Alex Tuch is certain it will turn around. The winger, acquired from 
Vegas on Nov. 4 as part of the Jack Eichel trade, practiced with his 
teammates for the first time Monday morning. His return from shoulder 
surgery in July is still as much as two months away, but he’s already a 
spokesman for better days. 

“I know that once we continue to build and progress, this team is going to 
be selling out barns, playing in the playoffs down the road,” Tuch said. 
“We have high expectations for this group going forward. 

“Honestly, everyone in that locker room comes in and tries to do the best 
of their abilities every single day. They come in and work hard. They 
have a lot of fun. It’s a really good group to be around. There’s a lot of 
positivity in the locker room. 

“And it’s honestly a room that I think has been taken for granted in the 
league for a while. They’ve had some mishaps and stuff in the past, but I 
think right now the room that we have comes in, works hard, has a lot of 
fun. I think it’s going to make the city of Buffalo proud going forward.” 

Tuch has been chipping in off the ice. He visited the 11 Day Power Play, 
an annual cancer fundraiser. He’s stopped by Roswell Park 
Comprehensive Cancer Center to visit with patients and deliver Sabres 
merchandise. With a contract that runs until 2026, he’s just getting 
started. 

“I am trying to integrate myself as much as possible,” Tuch said. “I have 
my own foundation. I plan on bringing it to Buffalo and try to utilize that as 
much as possible. 

“We want to get as many people to be a part of our team as possible.” 

So far, that sales pitch doesn’t include a compromise on ticket prices. 
Based on this holiday shopping week, it doesn’t look like that will change. 
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The Athletic / Meet Rutger McGroarty, the Nebraska kid making history 
on his way to the 2022 NHL Draft 

 

By Scott Wheeler Nov 29, 2021  

 

PLYMOUTH, Mich. — Rutger McGroarty is standing in the tunnel that 
runs between the ice at USA Hockey Arena and the dressing room of its 
national team development program, and he’s laughing about how he got 
here. 

He’s a 12-hour drive from his hometown of Lincoln, Nebraska, and 
somehow he feels even further away than that. 

A couple of weeks ago, he was named captain of USA Hockey’s national 
under-18 team in advance of their triumph at Five Nations, an annual 
international tournament that was this year hosted in Switzerland. With 
the ‘C’ came another in a growing — and yet just beginning — list of 
history-making moments for the 17-year-old. 

His teammates almost all hail from hockey states like Minnesota, 
Michigan, New Jersey and New York. 

He is the first kid from Nebraska to play for the national development 
program. In July, when he’s selected near the top of the 2022 NHL Draft, 

he’ll become the state’s second-ever drafted player. He’ll also, almost 
surely, be its highest. If — or when — he plays in the NHL someday, he’ll 
be just the fourth player born in the state to reach hockey’s highest level 
in the modern era. Jake Guentzel, who currently holds the mantel as the 
state’s highest-drafted player, was selected in the third round by the 
Penguins in 2013. The other two, current Winnipeg Jets defenceman 
Neal Pionk and former journeyman forward Jed Ortmeyer, were never 
drafted. 

And all three of Guentzel, Pionk and Ortmeyer are from Omaha, home to 
the state’s only AAA team. 

McGroarty’s the only player who has ever made it this far from Lincoln. 
When he was born there in March of 2004, the city of 280,000 people 
had just one hockey rink — a small 3,500-seat arena called the Ice Box, 
which had become the home of the USHL’s Lincoln Stars eight years 
earlier. 

So how’d he get from there to here? 

“My dad had the key to the rink,” he says, flashing a sly smile. 

In 2003, a few years after finishing a winding low-rung pro career that 
bounced between the ECHL, the now-defunct WCHL, and a season in 
Austria, Jim McGroarty took his first job behind a bench to become an 
assistant coach with the USHL’s River City Lancers (today the Omaha 
Lancers). 

Three years later, by the time Rutger (the youngest of he and his wife 
Cindy’s two kids, after his big sister Molly) was old enough to put on 
skates, one job had led to another and Jim had taken a head coaching 
position in Lincoln with the USHL’s Stars. 

Jim had fallen in love with the sport north of the border in Streetsville, 
Ont., a neighbourhood of Mississauga just west of Toronto. Rutger fell in 
love with it naturally, tugging on his dad to let him skate at the Ice Box 
whenever the sheet was available. 

When he began playing organized hockey, Rutger took to calling up his 
teammates to invite them to skate with him. 

“You don’t have to force your kids. They’re either going to like it or they 
don’t. And his group of kids in Lincoln, the ’03s and the ’04s that were 
Rutger’s buddies, they all gravitated towards the Ice Box. Whenever he 
would call them, their parents would bring them out and they’d go out 
there,” Jim said, chuckling. 

“I wouldn’t even have to go out on the ice with them because they’d just 
go out by themselves and have fun and just get better on their own. They 
were just competitive farm boys from Nebraska who loved beating up on 
one another. One of his coaches was a farmer who couldn’t even skate 
and he wore his work boots out on the ice. And we’re still good friends 
with those people today,” Jim continued. “So it was just a different 
hockey upbringing.” 

In time, everyone in Lincoln’s small hockey community got to know the 
McGroarty family. They knew Jim because he remained the team’s 
coach (and eventually its general manager) for seven seasons. And they 
knew Rutger as the kid who was always at the rink — and the winger 
who tore it up for the Lincoln Junior Stars, first in house league and then 
with its local travel team. 

“I bet I got more ice than the other guys here at the program who grew up 
in places where there’s thousands of rinks. I was on the ice all day,” 
Rutger said. “It was unbelievable.” 

Eventually, after four years of organized hockey in Lincoln, a 9-year-old 
Rutger played his way out of Nebraska with all that ice. During his under-
10 year, through Jim’s roots in the Toronto area, he participated in 
Edmonton’s legendary Brick Invitational tournament with the Toronto 
Bulldogs, scoring 13 goals and 16 points in eight games in his first taste 
of top minor hockey competition. 

After the Brick, Jim told him that if he wanted to play elsewhere in search 
of a stiffer challenge, he’d support him. 
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Then the AAA Detroit Honeybaked, who’d seen him play in Edmonton, 
reached out to ask if he’d join them for the start of the 2014-15 season. 
Coincidentally, the Stars also didn’t renew Jim’s contract that year, which 
allowed Jim to move with Rutger to Michigan and eventually coach his 
Honeybaked age group (while Cindy and Molly stayed home in Lincoln). 

“My father, Big Jim, died when I was 12 and I didn’t want to miss that 
time with our own son and our children and being able to help with his 
development. So it was a good time for me to be able to step away from 
the game and be a father and then also help coach him,” Jim said. “To be 
able to be there for him as a kid, be with him, and help him grow as not 
only a hockey player but a young man, it was huge to be able to give him 
the things that I didn’t have in my life. It was a wonderful time for me.” 

After five years with the Honeybaked, Jim then got another job 
opportunity to become the general manager of the USHL’s Muskegon 
Lumberjacks in Muskegon, Mich., and Rutger played his final year of 
minor hockey for the 15U AAA Oakland Jr. Grizzlies. In Oakland, his 82 
goals and 160 points turned him into a minor hockey sensation, 
outproducing old Honeybaked teammates and burgeoning young stars 
Max Namestnikov (who’d opt to go the OHL route and was selected third 
overall by the Sarnia Sting that spring) and Frank Nazar (who would, the 
following year, re-join Rutger in Plymouth with USA Hockey). 

But Lincoln always remained home, with Rutger and Jim returning for 
holidays and summers. It wasn’t until Rutger was named to the national 
development program’s under-17 team in 2019 that Cindy (who Rutger 
and Jim both describe as “the rock of the family”) and Molly (who was a 
gymnast for 11 years and Rutger and Jim both describe as “the real 
athlete of the family”) decided to leave Lincoln and move to Michigan to 
join them. 

“There wasn’t really a time where I was like ‘Oh, I’ve got to get out of 
here,'” Rutger said. “I love Lincoln. It’s my hometown. It always will be.” 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

Usually, after having to name a captain for Five Nations, Team USA 
returns to Plymouth without one to let the remainder of the season 
determine the team’s leadership group closer to the year-end under-18 
world championships. 

This season, after a team vote and discussions amongst its coaching 
staff, McGroarty has been allowed to keep the captaincy. 

As players flow out of a team meeting on the morning of November 26 in 
advance of their game later that night against Buffalo State, they share a 
word about what makes Rutger the right choice for captain. 

Logan Cooley, a projected top 10 pick in the 2021 draft and Rutger’s 
linemate at the moment, points to how vocal he is on the bench and the 
way he challenges his teammates. 

“The way he competes on and off the ice is really eye-catching,” says 
Cooley. 

Teammate Isaac Howard adds that most people can see the great player 
he is on the ice but don’t realize what a good friend and teammate he is 
off of it. 

“The one thing is he’s always true and honest, which you can really 
appreciate as your captain,” Howard says. 

Nazar, his old teammate with the Honeybaked, knows all of that better 
than anyone. 

“Rutger’s big for us. He’s a big team guy. He gets the guys going but he 
also likes to hold the guys accountable too. It really brings out the most of 
the guys in the games and skates. He’s really loud on the bench, in the 
locker room, everywhere,” Nazar says. 

The coaching staff for their 2004 age group see the same qualities in him 
as well. 

“When you’re a leader, really the biggest thing is that you’re going to 
have to have the ability to influence other people and I think he uses his 

ability to influence people in a positive way,” U18 head coach Adam 
Nightingale told The Athletic from his office at USA Hockey Arena. “So all 
of that went into the decision. He’s got a great personality. He’s just a 
really good person who cares about his teammates. We’re excited about 
it.” 

Rutger insists his gravitational, outgoing leadership style links back to his 
time around the Stars at the Ice Box. 

“Being in the USHL locker room, I think I was a bit more mature at the 
age of 9 than most 9-year-olds, just hearing those conversations and 
being around it,” he said. “I’m a very vocal guy. I like to bring energy. I 
just love being around the guys, I’m a happy person, I’m never mad, and 
I just like being happy. There’s no reason not to be.” 

Leadership isn’t the only thing that comes naturally, either. Hockey 
always has, too. Growing up, he was always bigger and stronger than his 
peers. He also shot the puck harder than they did. 

And yet it wasn’t until two summers ago, when he learned that he’d be 
going to the national program, that he worked out for the first time, 
training with GVN Performance’s Brian Galivan and Will Morlock (the 
same two coaches who train the NTDP, who he calls “really good friends” 
and “the best in the business”) in Plymouth. Now he stands broader and 
stronger than his peers in Plymouth, too, with a listing of 6-foot-1 and 204 
pounds of muscle. 

“Because I’d never really worked out (until the summer of 2020), I had 
that much more to build off of than someone who has trained their whole 
life. It was good in a way because I was already big and strong coming 
into NTDP, but then the summer before, I knew I had to get even 
stronger,” Rutger said. 

It wasn’t until last summer — when he spent time in Oakville, Ont., with 
family so that he could skate with the renowned Barb Underhill — that 
he’d worked with his first skating coach. 

“My one problem used to be my skating and I can still obviously get 
better at skating — like I’m never going to be the best skater in the world 
— but Barb completely changed me,” Rutger said. “She’s unbelievable. 
Her smile. Just going around the ice, you can’t even hear her blades on 
the ice. She’s the best skater in the world. (And) everything she told me 
was new to me.” 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

Early on at the program, it looked like Rutger was going to make things 
look easy at a new level, too. At the start of his under-17 season a year 
ago, he exploded for 19 points in nine games. But then injuries and 
illnesses crept in and kept him from being 100 percent, and he finished 
the season with 17 goals and 35 points in 34 games. 

After a second season of serious training, though, he started his final 
season at the program the way he started his first, registering 10 points 
in his first seven games out of the gate. The first five of those points, 
including a hat trick in the second game of the season, came against 
Jim’s Lumberjacks, an experience the father-son pair both cherish. 

“It’s pretty cool playing Muskegon, just looking into the crowd and seeing 
him. But especially going to the rink before. He’s always like ‘Don’t play 
too well!’ because he cares. It’s his job and he’s an extremely competitive 
person. So after we beat him, he’s always a little salty,” Rutger said. 

“It’s, uh … it’s, uh, interesting,” Jim added of playing against his son. 
“You want to see Muskegon win, but being on the other side, it’s fun to 
see my son grow. I’m not going to lie, I did throw a pump when he scored 
on us. At the end of the day, all I want is to see him have fun.” 

But then Rutger got injured again, fracturing his hand on a couple of 
blocked shots (which sidelined him for four weeks). He returned just in 
time to take up the captaincy in Switzerland. There, he picked up where 
he left off, racking up another 10 points in his first five games back. After 
that tunnel conversation in late November, he then made it 12 points in 
six games with two primary assist in the under-18 team’s win over Buffalo 
State. 
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The six-game point streak gave him nine goals and 22 points in 14 
games for a team-high 0.64 goals per game and 1.57 points per game. 

It’s a pace that has him, always the confident kid, more confident than 
ever. 

“I’m a very skilled power forward that is extremely competitive, brings 
energy to the rink every single day, and likes to put the puck into the 
back of the net,” he said when asked about his game. 

Thanks to progress he feels he has made on his skating, he also 
believes he doesn’t have any one major hole in his game, which has 
allowed him to focus on the little things in his draft year. 

“My focus has just changed to really a big picture approach to everything 
because you’re never going to be your best until the day you retire,” 
Rutger said. 

Nightingale doesn’t see any red flags either, insisting that his captain’s 
skating is better than he gets credit for. 

“He worked on his skating this summer, he’s committed to it, it’s 
improving. I’ve never seen him lose a puck race or a puck battle because 
of his skating, and I think because his mind is so good that he’s able to 
play the game fast,” Nightingale said. “He’s a power forward that’s a 
really smart player. He’s strong, he’s got a really good release, he sees 
the ice and he’s competitive.” 

When Jim is asked for a rival general manager’s scouting report on 
Rutger, he sighs. 

“Ugh, you’re really going to do this to me?” he says. 

Then he caves. And he brings it all back to Lincoln, Neb. 

“I would say the one thing that Rutger does a very good job of is he has a 
high IQ. He does a good job of making players around him better,” he 
continues. “And the one thing people don’t see is probably his leadership 
qualities. From a young age being in the locker room in Lincoln, and 
seeing the players I coached, he turned into a leader. Being around 
those guys, you’re either going to go one way or another. He went the 
right way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Molson emerges as leader fans have been 
craving 

 

Eric Engels 

November 29, 2021, 8:57 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — It might have been Geoff Molson’s finest hour as 
president of the Montreal Canadiens. 

It’s a role he assumed in 2011, after obtaining controlling interest in the 
company back in 2009, but not one he had filled quite as emphatically as 
he did on Monday, just hours after a restless night and less than a day 
after firing general manager Marc Bergevin, assistant general manager 
Trevor Timmins and VP of communications Paul Wilson and hiring Jeff 
Gorton to serve as the team’s new executive VP of hockey operations. 

The heat on Molson in the leadup to the morning press conference first 
began to rise when Bergevin was left without a contract extension prior to 
the start of the season. It grew to scorching levels with each passing day 
after the team spiralled out of the gate, and understandably so. 

Just months removed from an appearance in the Stanley Cup Final, with 
captain Shea Weber deemed incapable of continuing his playing career, 

star goaltender Carey Price checked into the NHL/NHLPA players 
assistance program, several key players sidelined by injury, and 
Bergevin rendered a lame duck, the Canadiens found themselves in 
disarray. Molson was completely unavailable to answer for any of it. 

Black Friday Sale 

From November 22-29th, Sportsnet NOW is having a 20% off sale on 
Standard and Premium annual plans. 

| MORE DETAILS 

A fanbase that’s typically divided on nearly every issue was united in 
impugning his leadership. The owner was under fire from every angle for 
not saying anything about what was happening, but it turned out he was 
busy doing something about it. 

When it came time to finally talk, Molson had something meaningful to 
say. 

He was calm, honest, accountable and, frankly, presidential in explaining 
the direction he had opted for. 

Remaining Time -1:02 

Molson's role will not change after hiring Gorton as VP of hockey 
operations 

“It's my job is to be able to handle that (heat),” he said, “and there will 
always be low moments. There will be normal moments and there will be 
high moments, and my job is to stay positive. My job is to stay supportive 
of the hockey folks. My job is to make tough decisions like yesterday. 

“Do I go to bed at night feeling good about making tough decisions? No, I 
don't. But I make them.” 

Molson presented a cursory depiction of some of the ones he came to -- 
Gorton immediately conducting the GM search and hiring someone for 
the position as soon as possible, the diversification of the rest of the 
hockey operations department, and the institution (under the guidance of 
the team’s medical staff) of a department dedicated specifically to the 
wellness and mental health of players. 

He had taken decisive and progressive action, and not just in setting 
those last two initiatives in motion but in establishing the new structure of 
the Canadiens’ front office. 

We’re unclear on how the power dynamics will eventually play out 
between Gorton and the incumbent GM, but Molson expects them to 
work as a team, tackling the various responsibilities that, he’s learned in 
hindsight, are too large for just one person to continue doing in this 
unique market. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Gorton, who, as one rival executive told Sportsnet, prefers to do his work 
away from the spotlight, brings nearly three full decades of experience to 
his role. He’s worked in just about every front-office capacity in his time 
split between the Boston Bruins and New York Rangers -- from scout to 
general manager -- and the relationships he’s built across the league will 
fill the most important quotients of running hockey operations for the time 
being. 

As a unilingual anglophone, Gorton won’t have to be in the spotlight 
much. He may deal with media on occasion, but the person he helps hire 
to be GM will have to be able to communicate in both English and 
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French, which, as Molson pointed out, is the most commonly spoken 
language among Canadiens fans. 

“It's absolutely essential that the people that are working in our 
organization that communicate to fans on a daily basis or on a regular 
basis is able to communicate to them,” Molson said. “The bilingualism is 
also important, so the people that are at the head of coaching or the 
general manager also have to speak English because we want to 
communicate to our fans around the world. And that's one of the unique 
things about this market that we have to appreciate, and that's why we do 
this, because in our own market, we have to respect the language.” 

Most, if not all, the GM candidates who speak it well enough to take on 
those responsibilities would be first-time managers in the NHL. 

But Molson was quick to suggest that shouldn’t disqualify any one of 
them from doing as good a job as anyone who might have been 
considered in a less narrow search. 

“I hired Marc Bergevin in 2012,” he said, “and he had zero experience as 
a general manager.” 

Molson added that if he could go back a number of years and give 
Bergevin the type of support he’s going to give his successor, he would. 

That, too, was progressive. It was a considerable deviation from what 
Molson had said on many occasions over the last number of years and 
most recently back in 2020, when he was asked if it was time to hire a 
president of hockey operations and responded, “There are very few 
teams across the NHL that do so, and there are a lot of reasons why.” 

“Marc [Bergevin] is one of the most respected GMs in hockey,” Molson 
added at the time. “He is also now among the most experienced, and he 
will continue to report to me. He is very well surrounded by people with a 
lot of experience, including – without naming everyone -- people like 
Scott Mellanby, Martin Lapointe, and John Sedgwick. There is a culture 
team-wide, and surrounding Marc, to never be afraid to question the 
decisions we take.” 

But the owner admitted on Monday that a new way of doing things was in 
order, and that was part of the accountability he showed. 

It was the kind Canadiens fans have been craving for a long time. 

Judging by the reaction on social media, many of them found it refreshing 
to hear Molson say, unequivocally, that he’d butt out of the hockey 
decisions and support whichever direction Gorton and the new GM want 
to take the Canadiens in -- even if it means embarking on a rebuild. 

Remaining Time -1:07 

Why Molson believes Canadiens fans wouldn't be afraid of the word 
'rebuild' 

"I’m not afraid of that word," Molson said. "I think our fans wouldn't be 
afraid of that word, either." 

He said he’d support going down the road the previous administration 
refused to “if it's the right thing for the Montreal Canadiens to be a great 
team in the long-term." 

Molson was unwavering in expressing the decisions he made over the 
weekend will once again make the Canadiens a great team in the long-
term. 

“I took this decision because it was necessary,” Molson said of firing 
Bergevin and the others. “Our start to the season was unacceptable for 
the Montreal Canadiens and something had to be done to change the 
direction.” 

Despite wanting to install Bergevin’s second successor quickly, the 50-
year-old said he’d conduct an exhaustive search and hold out until the 
off-season, if necessary, to complete it. 

“I still believe the sooner the better,” Molson added. “But it won’t be at the 
expense of an extensive search, for sure. There are some great 

candidates out there that some of you are already talking about. I haven’t 
asked permission of any team yet to talk to anybody, but the first step is 
to do the research and put together a list and we’ll take it from there.” 

On Tuesday, right here in this space, we’ll offer a detailed look at who 
might qualify to fill the vacancy. 

But for us, Monday was about Molson extinguishing the flames around 
him and emerging as a leader, which is something the Canadiens have 
been in desperate need of for too long. 

"We want to establish new standards of excellence at the hockey 
operations level and improve the way we manage the team on the ice 
and off the ice," Molson said. "These new standards include several 
important organizational improvements, including being better at the 
Draft, being better at player development, and better supporting our 
players so they can have success in our market." 

To Canadiens fans, Molson said: “I can't thank you enough for your 
unwavering support during these difficult and disappointing times. I'm 
making these significant changes to get better results. The passion and 
incredible support you showed during the Stanley Cup Final was 
extraordinary. I'll do everything I can to get our team back to the Stanley 
Cup Final in hopes of bringing a 25th Stanley Cup to Montreal." 

Then he stood his ground for more than 50 minutes, answering dozens of 
questions without flinching. 

It was all part of the fresh start Molson’s promising, the one he repeated 
several times he’s excited about. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sweet redemption for Flames’ Backlund in shootout vs. 
Penguins 

 

Eric Francis November 30, 2021, 1:42 AM 

 

CALGARY — Roughly half an hour after being fitted for goat horns, 
Mikael Backlund got the tap he didn’t see coming on Monday. 

As a shootout between two of the world’s hottest goalies progressed to 
the seventh round, it was the Swedish veteran who got word he’d have a 
chance to atone for a costly penalty that prolonged the game this deep 
into the night. 

“You’re always ready to get the call to go, but with my record 0-for-7 
before today, I wasn’t expecting to get picked, really,” beamed the 
Calgary Flames centre. 

“But when I heard my name I got excited. I just tried what I’ve been 
working on in practice.” 

A snipe past the glove of Pittsburgh Penguins standout Tristan Jarry set 
the stage for fellow Swede Jacob Markstrom to close out an entertaining 
evening that finished with the Flames finally being able to snag the extra 
point with a 2-1 win. 

Markstrom’s save on Brock McGinn’s attempted deke sent the crowd of 
15,343 home buzzing over the first-place, 13-4-5 Flames. 

“I just checked a little bit before, kind of where he’s been letting goals in,” 
said Backlund of his pre-shot prep. 

“I tried that move in practice and I scored on Marky. I figured if I can 
score on Marky, I can do it on this guy too. It felt great, though. Home ice, 
too. Enjoyed the moment.” 
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The moment was especially sweet, not just because the Flames had 
previously dropped five of six after regulation this season, but because 
he felt chiefly responsible for the Penguins’ lone goal. 

“It was really tough… stupid penalty,” said Backlund of an interference 
penalty next to Jarry’s crease that resulted in a Jake Guentzel power-
play goal seven seconds later. 

“My emotions got the best of me in front of the net. It’s tough to go to the 
box when we are up one late in the game. When they scored, it was 
tough. 

“I was excited to get the chance to redeem myself.” 

Backlund had played a heck of a game before that, doing well to help 
keep Sidney Crosby shot-less before a solid overtime showing in which 
the Flames could have won several times. 

“Funny, Mikael scores the shootout winner, but he’s probably our best 3-
on-3 guy too,” said coach Darryl Sutter, who moved his threesomes 
around to include Backlund on his second trio with Johnny Gaudreau and 
Chris Tanev. 

“Trying to do something different. It’s one part of our game that obviously 
we don’t have that guy who can go end to end or go through guys. So 
just trying to get something that fits.” 

If not for Jarry’s spectacular outing, which included 31 saves, the Flames 
would have won this one long before overtime. 

Johnny Gaudreau, whose top line was sublime all night, rang two off the 
iron, including one in overtime. His was the only one of the first six 
shootout attempts by the Flames to beat Jarry — a high, glove side snipe 
much like Backlund’s. 

The only man to beat Jarry in regulation was Milan Lucic, who took a 
good-natured ribbing earlier in the day when Flames players were asked 
about idolizing Crosby as youngsters. 

“When I was nine or 10 years old, I came to the Dome to watch (Crosby) 
in pre-game skate — it was pretty cool,” said Dillon Dube, 23, who 
casually turned his trip down memory lane to the man sitting next to him. 

“But it’s even cooler playing with Milan Lucic, who was by far my 
favourite player when I was 10 years old. It’s better sitting beside him.” 

It drew instant chuckles from Lucic, who got the last laugh later in the 
evening when his goal midway through the second period, a five-hole 
snipe past Jarry, looked like it might just stand up as the winner. 

“I was actually looking to move that to (Trevor Lewis) but him and (Mike) 
Matheson got tied up there, so I was in a good scoring area there. I shot 
as hard as I could along the ice between the legs, like I have before, and 
it went in again.” 

It has become his signature move, as half of his six snipes this year have 
come that way. 

Would he have gone five-hole if he was picked for the shootout? 

“No, I definitely would have mixed it up if I got the tap on the shoulder,” 
he laughed. 

“I think I’m around the 12, 13 slot (for shootouts). You know what, on 
breakaways I’m pretty good, but for whatever reason I’m 0-for-3 on 
shootouts. But I get excited around the 12 or 13 mark.” 

Earlier in the day, Lucic’s first comments on his game-ending boarding 
major from Saturday on Winnipeg’s Dylan DeMelo were interesting. 

“Forechecking on the play and we made eye contact,” he said. 

“He looked at me, I looked at him. He knew I was coming and he put 
himself in a bad spot. 

“I’ll tell you what, there’s guys that have said thank you to me because 
I’ve seen them in vulnerable positions and I haven’t finished them.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

There’s responsibility on hitters to not hit guys in vulnerable positions. 
But there’s also responsibility on players to not put themselves into 
vulnerable positions. 

“I think DeMelo put himself into a vulnerable spot. 

“The rulebook states if it’s a boarding call and if a guy is cut, it’s 
automatically five and a game. That’s why it was five and a game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators staff lean on contract security while handling 
early-season crisis 

 

Wayne ScanlanNovember 29, 2021, 11:50 AM 

 

If you thought the Ottawa Senators and their staff had a lot to unpack 
after a week-long trip to Colorado and California, imagine the debris to 
sort through for those who cover the team. 

Where to begin? With their anointed goalie saviour, Matt Murray, being 
put on waivers and dumped to the minors after playing just one game 
since returning from COVID-19? Consider, just for a second, that this 
two-time Stanley Cup champion was waived during a west-coast swing, 
and wasn’t even granted the dignity of waiting until the team returned 
home. They might as well have put a scarlet letter of shame on him. How 
frustrated must the organization be with Murray, 0-5 this season, to treat 
him like this? Murray was awarded a four-year, $25-million contract by 
general manager Pierre Dorion in October 2020. 

I suppose we shouldn’t lose track of the five-game losing streak, which 
has kept the Senators stuck on a league-worst nine points since the Nov. 
13 win against the Pittsburgh Penguins. (Ottawa was granted a week off 
following that game to deal with 10 COVID cases on the roster). The 
Sens lost all four games on this recent road trip, getting outscored 21-10. 

And then there are the sideshows. Captain Brady Tkachuk, who fights 
more than he should, in a vain attempt to fire up his teammates, got 
tangled up Saturday with family nemesis Brendan Lemieux and the Kings 
winger bit Tkachuk on the right hand not once, but twice. If a person is 
said to be once-bitten, twice shy, the twice-bitten, Tkachuk was anything 
but shy in his post-game comments Saturday night. He called Lemieux a 
“joke” and “gutless” and someone who doesn’t belong in the league. 

(Lemieux, the son of notorious Claude, won’t be in the league for a while 
once his suspension gets set by the NHL’s department of safety). 

Tkachuk wasn’t done there. He called Lemieux a “bad guy and a bad 
teammate.” Oh, and the crowning adjective -- “a brick head.” And with 
that, said he would have nothing further to say on the subject. At least he 
emptied the tank. 

That Tkachuk could not be on the ice for most of the five minutes of 
power-play time Ottawa had late in the third period, trailing by a goal, 
was unfortunate. Tkachuk was serving two roughing minors while the 
referees threw the book at Lemieux. Crushingly, the Senators 

couldn’t manage a goal in that five-minute advantage, when a goal, and 
earning at least one point on the road trip, would have been something to 
cling to. 
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Fan reaction in Ottawa coming off a 1-10-1 November is running the 
gamut from anger and frustration to despair and apathy, with a select few 
preaching patience with a young roster. 

That fans were told during training camp that the “rebuild is over” helped 
“build” expectations that this could be a season in which the Senators at 
least threaten for a playoff spot. Even the most cautious members of the 
organization imagined the team hanging around in the Atlantic Division 
race until late in the second half, giving young players like Tim Stützle, 
Drake Batherson, Josh Norris, Tkachuk and others some experience 
playing in meaningful games. 

Instead, as America cleans up after Thanksgiving feasts and Black 
Friday deals, the Senators are about as well cooked as last Thursday's 
turkeys south of the border. Traditionally, NHL teams take stock of their 
playoff chances at this point -- and for three of the seven Canadian 
teams: Ottawa, Vancouver and Montreal, the outlook is bleaker than 
bleak. Sports Club Stats rates the Senators’ and Canadiens’ playoff 
chances at less than one per cent. The Canucks are at a lofty 1.8 per 
cent. 

The Canadiens just cleaned house on the weekend, firing general 
manager Marc Bergevin, assistant general manager Trevor Timmins and 
senior VP for public affairs and communications Paul Wilson. Timmins 
was a longtime Senators scout and the director of hockey operations in 
Ottawa before joining Montreal. 

In Vancouver, talk swirls about potential changes at the GM or head 
coach level. 

But in Ottawa, it is business as usual, or business as unusual, depending 
on one’s perspective. As the team owned by Eugene Melnkyk settles into 
a fifth straight year of finishing at or near the league basement, little has 
changed, nor will it for the time being. 

So high are expectations in Montreal, a trip to the Stanley Cup final last 
summer was not enough to save Bergevin on the final year of his 
contract. 

*I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. 

In contrast, GM Pierre Dorion and head coach D.J. Smith were both 
given contract extensions this fall, based on the promise of a strong finish 
last season by a young, developing team. Dorion’s deal will carry him 
through 2024-25, with a team option for another year. 

Smith received a two-year extension through the 2023-24 season. 

Coaches and managers with term do get fired, on occasion. In a sudden 
turn, Melnyk could sour on his current group. He could wonder what is 
going on with the pro side of hockey operations, as the majority of 
veteran acquisitions earn “bust” status. 

Over the summer, Melnyk hired former broadcaster Pierre McGuire as 
senior VP of player development, a move that some saw as a potential 
threat to Dorion. 

McGuire’s fingerprints were all over the Senators’ latest move, picking up 
centre Adam Gaudette, 25, off waivers from the Chicago Blackhawks. 
When he was a daily guest on Ottawa sports radio, McGuire often raved 
about Gaudette, who won the 2018 Hobey Baker Award out 

of Northeastern University. 

Let’s see what the near future holds, but for now things are status quo. 

The Senators have a quiet start to the week before a flurry to end it. A 
home game against the Canucks Wednesday, followed by a quick trip to 
Raleigh to face the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. The Colorado 
Avalanche are at the Canadian Tire Centre Saturday. 

There should be some better news, finally, in the coming days. Ottawa’s 
top scorer, Batherson, returns from a long hiatus while dealing with 
Covid-19 and Gaudette will get a look. Goaltender Filip Gustavsson gets 
a chance to stabilize things in net. 

Maybe the Senators can win a game and change the subject, even for a 
day. 
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Over the weekend, the Ottawa Senators – spiraling in what is 
increasingly looking like a lost season – made a noteworthy move, 
placing goaltender Matt Murray on waivers. 

The Senators acquired Murray 13 months ago, sending a second-round 
draft pick and prospect Jonathan Gruden to the Pittsburgh Penguins for 
the Canadian netminder. Murray checked a lot of boxes for the 
organization – he had already won a pair of Stanley Cups with the 
Penguins and at the age of 26, figured to have a lot more game in his 
tank. 

But notably: the team bought low on Murray, whose game fell apart 
during the 2019-20 regular season. Pittsburgh didn’t have much of an 
answer for Murray’s struggles, but they saw enough to begin displacing 
some of his starts, turning their net over to Tristan Jarry. For Ottawa, it 
was an opportunity to bet on a player with some pedigree at a fraction of 
the cost – and, if all went well, the Senators could have security in their 
net as they transitioned out of a rebuild. 

Good front offices are always looking for deals and discounts in the 
National Hockey League – aggressively-spending teams have to deal 
with the league’s hard-cap ceiling, and cost-conscious teams like Ottawa 
are always going to be particular about where their capital allocation 
goes. In the case of Ottawa and Murray, general manager Pierre Dorion 
bet Murray was the player we saw in the early stretches of his career, 
and that his future play would return to that baseline. 

Ottawa would end up giving Murray 33 games before pulling the plug. In 
some ways, Murray appears to be the first casualty within the 
organization, the first player to shoulder responsibility for another dismal 
start. The Senators, for some reason, anticipated they would be 
competitive this year. And it’s clear they think goaltending is at the root of 
what ails them right now – considering the team’s stopping just 89 per 
cent of shots faced, it’s hard to blame them. 

What happens with Murray long-term is anyone’s guess, but I want to go 
back to the decision made by Ottawa to bring Murray in last October. We 
know Murray’s save percentage was breaking down at the tail-end of his 
Pittsburgh career. We also know that Pittsburgh was quite strong 
defensively in Murray’s final season. And, of course, we know the young 
and rebuilding Senators are a poor defensive team. 

Consider the below, which shows a distribution of single-game 
contributions by Goals Saved Above Expectations. Or, how much value a 
goaltender is providing based on the difficulty and volume of shots faced: 

There are a few important takeaways from this. In no particular order: 

    Ottawa’s back-up goaltenders over the last two seasons (Anton 
Forsberg, Joey Daccord, Filip Gustavsson, Marcus Hogberg) have been 
marginally better than Murray; 

    Ottawa’s goaltenders at aggregate have conceded more goals than 
expected over the last two seasons, with Murray playing a big part of 
that; 
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    Matt Murray has been demonstrably worse than his time in Pittsburgh, 
where he showed as an average goaltender 

I think the third point is critical. One of the risks is buying low on a player 
is that you are dismissing a genuine performance change. In small 
samples, this tends to be a reasonable bet. But over a four-year window 
in Pittsburgh, Murray was 23rd in all situations save percentage and 28th 
in all situations goals saved above expected. Now, consider the year-
over-year trend: 

With the benefit of hindsight, what we see with Murray is the continuance 
of a multi-year trend – a player whose early-career success seems more 
of the outlier than anything we have seen in recent seasons, and that’s a 
big problem. Doubly so when you consider that Murray realized that early 
career success on Stanley Cup-calibre clubs. That’s a far cry from what 
he was playing behind at the tail-end of his Pittsburgh days, and in 
another galaxy to the defence he gets in Ottawa. 

At some point, Ottawa had to move on – you simply cannot continue to 
play an under-performing goalie behind a young team that, at this point, 
is mentally fragile too. 

But if I’m Ottawa, I’m taking a long and hard look at how this broke down 
and the thought process that went in to bringing in Murray on such a 
deal. Whether the warning signs were simply ignored or understood and 
part of the investment thesis matters not now – this was a failed 
experiment in net, the team doesn’t seem interested in trying to 
rehabilitate the player’s game further, and now will try to figure out how to 
handle the cap implications going forward. 
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