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Holtby, Hintz spur Dallas Stars to win over Carolina Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

In a season that has had a lot of smiles and success, it has 
been a rough patch of days for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes were on the road Tuesday, losing to the Dallas 
Stars 4-1 in a game in which they played hard and well at 
times but couldn’t find a way to score on an old rival, goalie 
Braden Holtby. 

While Holtby had 39 saves, Roope Hintz had his first career 
hat trick for the Stars, scoring in each period. His third goal, 
an empty netter, came soon after Jesperi Kotkaniemi had 
scored for the Canes and after goalie Frederik Andersen was 
pulled for a sixth atttacker. 

For the Canes, the loss came after a tough 4-2 home-ice 
defeat Sunday to the Washington Capitals, having 
defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo placed in 
COVID-19 protocol on Monday and then Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour being fined $25,000 by the NHL a few hours 
before game time Tuesday. 

It has been that kind of stretch for Carolina -- futile and 
frustrating. 

“At the start of the year everything seemed to go in for us,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Right now nothing is going in. But 
considering the guys we had out and the guys we had come 
in I thought it was a great game overall.” 

It didn’t help that the NHL scheduled the Canes for a six-
game road trip, one home game, a game in Dallas and then 
two home games. But NHL scheduling often is puzzling, 

Nor did it help the Canes catching the Stars on an uptick. 
Dallas has won five in a row and six straight games at home, 
and played with that kind of confidence Tuesday against a 
team that brought a 9-2-1 road record into the game. 

Holtby did. The Stars goalie, playing his 500th career game, 
bested Andersen in the duel of the veterans. Holtby and the 
Canes tangled often when Holtby was with the Caps, most 
memorably in the 2019 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Hintz and forward Joe Pavelski did the damage offensively 
for the Stars (11-7-2), Hintz scoring early in the game off his 
own rebund and again in the second period for a 2-0 lead as 
Pavelski earned assists on both goals. 

Pavelski scored midway through the third for a 3-0 lead 
before Kotkaniemi’s goal with 3:33 left in regulation ended 
Holtby’s shutout bid. Kotkaniemi, who has goals in the past 

three games, fought for the puck in front of the crease and 
punched it past Holtby. 

“Tonight we created enough chances to win a game and 
that’s what you want,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “And 
obviously you have to learn how to defend and not give up 
Grade-A’s. It was too many easy Grade-A goals that they 
got. Giving up those freebies were what hurt us tonight.” 

The Canes (15-5-1), who outshot the Stars 40-17, couldn’t 
blame the loss Tuesday on replacing Pesce and DeAngelo 
with defensemen Max Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield, recalled 
Monday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. Both had solid 
games, given the situation, and Chatfield had a team-high 
five hits. 

“They played really well,” Staal said. “It’s not easy to do and 
they made it look easy. Both skate well and understand the 
game and move the puck quick.” 

The Canes power play was affected -- to a degree -- by the 
loss of DeAngelo and Pesce, who each quarterback power-
play units. Brind’Amour tried five forwards on one unit, only 
to give up two shorthanded chances to the Stars on the 
Canes’ first power play. 

The Canes’ power play was struggling before COVID-19 
struck and was 0-3 Tuesday. Carolina now has gone seven 
games without a power-play score and not generating that 
many good scoring chances as the Canes’ five-on-five play 
has been more dangerous and efficient much of the season. 

“I’m not sure what more we can do,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve got to get sharper on the power play obviously. But 
overall game, that might be our best game of the year. We 
only give up 17 shots. It’s all about what you’re giving up. 

“We’re getting our chances. They’re going to start going in. 
Overall I was really happy with the way we played the game 
but we’ve got to find a way to get the puck in the net.” 

Hintz scored his first at 1:13 of the first period. Getting off a 
shot from the left circle, Hintz worked his way around 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin and through some traffic in the 
slot to grab the puck and elevate it past Andersen. 

The second Hintz goal came after the Stars won a battle for 
the puck at the Canes blue line. That set up a two-on-one 
that had Pavelski set up Hintz , who now has 10 goals for the 
season. 

Brind’Amour was fined for what the NHL called inappropriate 
conduct during Sunday’s game at PNC Arena.
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour fined $25,000 for ‘inappropriate conduct’ — but what 
happened? 

By Sara Civian 

What did Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour actually 
say? 

I’ve been asking myself and everyone I know that question 
today, because surely Brind’Amour did something more than 
what the league described as “inappropriate conduct” during 
the Hurricanes-Capitals game Sunday to warrant a $25,000 
fine. Brind’Amour was visibly heated late in a 2-2 third 
period, when a slashing call on Sebastian Aho combined 
with a holding call against Seth Jarvis gave the Capitals a 
90-second five-on-three. 

Brind’Amour was definitely furious about the call at the time, 
but it was also a playoff-like situation that had him in a fury in 
general. He voiced all of the above to officials Dan O’Rourke 
and Brandon Blandina. Maybe it was the heat of the 
moment, maybe it was the fact that the officials had been 
calling the game loosely until that point, maybe it was the 
fact that the Capitals were offside to begin with — and that if 
the officials had seen that this penalty, it wouldn’t have been 
called in the first place. 

Whatever it was, Brind’Amour was mad. 

Then the Canes lost 3-2, and Brind’Amour was less mad. He 
had pretty much let it go by the time postgame interviews 
came around. 

“The first (Jarvis) penalty is a penalty, for sure,” he said. “We 
blew our coverage there. We didn’t do any of that in the 
whole period, and then all of a sudden we take a breath. And 
that’s what they do to you. We give up a breakaway and take 
a penalty. And then the (Aho penalty), I get it. But that’s a 
tough call when you’re down one. It’s a nothing play. We 
actually have the puck. We’re getting it. I get it, why they call 
those. But it kind of felt like their guy called it. He kind of 
gave the yell at the ref, and then they decide to call it. It is 
what it is. That’s a penalty, so you can’t do it. That’s your 
game. That’s the frustrating part for everybody. It was a great 
game, and it ends like that. They kind of took it out of our 
hands. It is what it is.” 

The officials had also let it go. Multiple sources, including the 
NHL, confirmed to The Athletic that the officials did not file a 
postgame report to the league. These reports are the usual 
protocol when an official takes issue with an in-game 
happening. 

“I’ve seen a lot worse that hasn’t been fined,” one former 
NHL referee told The Athletic. “I always got along with 
(Brind’Amour). He gets worked up like most coaches, but 
he’s never over the top. Maybe the league has warned him 
(about on-the-bench behavior) before. I really don’t know. 
But I don’t think this is the officials.” 

Brind’Amour is considered a “repeat offender” after he was 
fined $25,000 in August 2020 for criticizing the officiating 
during a double-overtime loss to the Bruins in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. He was put on “probation” for that, but what 
does that even mean? When does it end? 

“There’s no such real thing as probation,” a source with the 
league told The Athletic. “The most recent time he was fined, 
he was given a fine and a conditional fine. A conditional fine 
was going to be collected in a certain amount of time (under 
probation), but he’s outside that window. So he didn’t end up 
forfeiting the conditional fine. But unlike player safety, where 
you get 18 months and you’re considered a repeat offender, 
there’s no such thing with coaches.” 

The Athletic obtained a league memo general managers 
received Oct. 18 with updated “rules” and “warnings,” if you 
will. A few of the highlights: 

• “All General Managers and Coaches are hereby put on 
notice that, effective immediately, all such public comments 
and demeaning displays that are critical of officiating, video 
replay and supplemental discipline specifically, and, more 
generally the League and the game, will result in an 
automatic fine of not less than $25,000.” 

• “Any subsequent violations by a Head Coach or General 
Manager during the 2021-22 Regular Season and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs will result in a doubling of the fine. This should 
be considered everyone’s warning.” 

• “Colin Campbell also notes that if there are any 
disagreements, he, Mike Murphy, Stephen Walkom and 
George Parros are available if anyone wants to discuss 
anything.” 

I asked a source with the league what happened to go from 
point A to point C, where there’s suddenly a $25,000 fine on 
Brind’Amour, knowing the officials didn’t file a report. Was a 
secret report filed? Was the fine just because the moment 
was captured on TV? 

“Yeah, but they see everything,” the source said. “That’s not 
really a (specific reason).” 

So what pushed this over the edge, then? Was it 
Brind’Amour’s demeanor? He has a scary look in the clip, but 
Peter Laviolette was also lashing at times during the game, 
and it didn’t make the broadcast. 

“You know what,” the source said, “I do not know the answer 
to that. You would have to ask Coli.” 

The Athletic is attempting to do just that, but until that 
happens, let’s just say: Yes, if you’re playing by these rules, 
of course what Brind’Amour did could qualify as a $25,000 
fine. But why are we playing by these rules?
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Hurricanes’ goal drought continues in loss to Stars 

Carolina has dropped three of four 

By Cory Lavalette 

Roope Hintz scored his first career hat trick and the 
Hurricanes’ scoring woes continued in a 4-1 loss Tuesday in 
Dallas. 

Hintz scored in each of the three periods, capping off his 
night with an empty-net goal that sealed Carolina’s third loss 
in four games. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Stars 40-17 and dominated the 
scoring chances — NaturalStatTrick.com had Carolina with a 
32-7 advantage in 5-on-5 scoring chances, including a 17-6 
edge in high-danger chances. But the Hurricanes, who have 
scored two or fewer goals in five of their last seven games, 
remained snake bit. 

“I don’t know what we had for chances, but we’re getting our 
chances,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “They’re 
gonna start going in.” 

Also standing in Carolina’s way was Dallas goalie Braden 
Holtby. The former Capitals netminder made 39 stops and 
improved to 17-7-1 in his career against the Hurricanes. 

Carolina didn’t dent Holtby until 16:27 of the third period 
when a loose puck in the Stars end was eventually jabbed in 
by Hurricanes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who scored for the 
third straight game and now has six goals on the season. 

Despite playing without all three of their regular right-handed 
defenseman — Tony DeAngelo, Ethan Bear and Brett Pesce 
are all in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol — the Hurricanes still 
limited Dallas’ chances. But when the Stars — Hintz, in 
particular — got a chance, they finished it. 

Hintz opened the scoring just 73 seconds into the game, 
weaving through the Carolina defense and scoring on his 
own rebound past Frederik Andersen (13 saves) to give 
Dallas a 1-0 lead. 

“it’s never fun playing behind, especially in this league,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said of allowing the early 
goal. “It’s not easy scoring goals, especially in the kind of 
funk we’re in.” 

Then with just over five minutes left in the second, Hintz 
struck again. 

A Hurricanes dump-in struck a linesman and sent the Stars 
the other way, and Dallas forward Jason Robertson won a 
board battle against Brady Skjei to start a 2-on-1. Joe 

Pavelski feathered a pass through AHL call-up Jalen 
Chatfield to Hintz, and the Finnish winger scored again. 

“The mistakes we’re making are just costing us. … 
Obviously, they’re making mistakes because we’re getting a 
ton of chances,” Brind’Amour said, “but the ones we’re 
making are just biting us right now.” 

A redirection by Pavelski at 9:31 of the third period hit the 
post and banked in off Andersen’s back to make it 3-0, and 
Carolina’s last-ditch effort to come back after Kotkaniemi’s 
goal ended when Hintz scored into an empty net with 2:50 
remaining. 

Tuesday’s loss marked the fourth straight game Carolina had 
outshot its opponents — three times by double figures — but 
the Hurricanes have just managed one win in that stretch 
and are now 15-5-1 on the season. While Brind’Amour 
encouraged his team to stay the course, his players are 
getting anxious for results. 

“I think the foundational mindset … is, ‘Hey, let’s right the 
ship right away,’” defenseman Ian Cole said. “Let’s not let 
this linger. Let’s not continue to, ‘Oh, play well, but hey, we 
lost.’ You know, that’s not good enough. 

“The name of the game as professional athletes is to win. 
That’s it. So that should be our only focus.” 

One bright spot was the play of Chatfield and Max Lajoie, 
who were both called up from the AHL’s Chicago Wolves to 
take the place of DeAngelo and Pesce after they joined Bear 
on the COVID list. 

“They were great,” Brind’Amour said. “I was actually overly 
pleased with how well they played.” 

Chatfield, who played 17:35 and finished with two shots on 
goal, finished with game-highs in shot attempts (7) and hits 
(5) in his Hurricanes debut, while Lajoie logged 13:36 and 
also had two shots on goal with six shot attempts. 

“I think they stepped in and did a great job,” Cole said. “So, 
very proud of those two guys for the work they did.” 

Notes: Jordan Staal lost 13 of 18 faceoffs and Sebastian Aho 
won just 2 of 8. … The Hurricanes were 0 for 3 on the power 
play and have not scored with the man advantage in seven 
games. … Carolina, without DeAngelo, utilized five forwards 
on the first power play unit, moving Teuvo Teravainen to the 
point and elevating Martin Necas from the second group. 
Kotkaniemi rejoined the second unit, filling Necas’ spot.
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Morrow Named To U.S. World Junior Camp Roster 

Canes prospect to compete for a roster spot in December 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - USA Hockey announced its World Junior 
preliminary roster Tuesday, including Carolina Hurricanes 
2021 draft pick Scott Morrow. 

The 19-year-old caught the attention of the United States 
team brass after beginning his freshman year at UMass with 
11 points in 12 games. That mark currently places him tied 
for second among all Hockey East defensemen, where he is 
tied with fellow Canes prospect Domenick Fensore of Boston 
College. 

His four goals in conference play lead all Hockey East 
defensemen and he was named Hockey East Rookie of the 
Week on November 2, where he was in the midst of a three-
game goal streak. 

Morrow recorded his first career collegiate goal on the power 
play in overtime against Merrimack, also capping his first 
career multi-point game. 

To view more info on Morrow's start with UMass or the full 
USA Hockey roster, click here.

 

Recap: Holtby Stymies Canes In Dallas 

Goaltender outstanding for Stars in 500th NHL game 

By Walt Ruff 

DALLAS, TX. - The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up the 
November portion of their schedule this evening in Dallas, 
unfortunately closing it out with a 4-1 defeat against the 
Stars.  

Three Takeaways 

1) Step Right Up, Step Right In 

It had been a chaotic 36 hours leading up to puck drop in 
Dallas, as Monday morning the team learned that 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce would be 
heading to the NHL's COVID-19 Protocol List. The team was 
able to get Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie to the Lone Star 
State later on Monday, thus giving them only a morning 
skate before stepping immediately into the team's lineup. 

The two didn't appear to be any out of place though, as 
Chatfield finished with a total of 17:35 played on the night 
and Lajoie led all Canes defensemen with his 2:14 on the 
man advantage. 

2) Canes Continued To Limit Chances 

A 4-1 score may not lead you to believe that the losing end 
did the better job of concealing the game's scoring chances, 
but that was indeed the case tonight. 

Carolina only allowed a total of 17 shots on goal, keeping the 
Stars at bay for most of the evening. However, when they got 
their chances, they capitalized. That was the difference in the 
contest.  After all, the Canes finished with 40 shots on goal, 
Braden Holtby was just masterful with his 39 stops. 

Dallas' goals came in forms of a rebound, a two-on-one, a 
deflection with a wild bounce and then an empty net goal. 

The bounces just didn't go the same ways for the visiting 
crew. 

3) Work To Be Done On The Power Play 

The Canes went 0/3 on the man advantage tonight, moving 
their current skid to seven straight games without a goal in 
that department. Dating back to Thursday, November 18 in 
Anaheim, the club is now 0-for-17. 

Tonight, with two important power play contributors in 
DeAngelo and Pesce on the sideline, the team even rolled 
out a five forward unit. The crew had no further luck though 
and when all was said and done, the frustration continued to 
mount. 

They Said It: 

Jordan Staal  on how he, as the team's leader, can try and 
assist in keeping the frustration down in the rest of the locker 
room: 

"I have to do a better job of that. My stick's turning into a twig 
pretty soon, the more I'm squeezing it. It's been frustrating 
for a lot of guys, including myself. We have to continue to do 
what we're doing. Like I said, tonight I thought we created 
enough chances to win a game and that's what we want. 
That's all we can worry about. We have to learn how to 
defend and not give up those Grade A-chances. We gave 
them, what, four breakaways tonight or something like that. 
It's too many Grade-A goals that they got. All those shots 
that we created were from the outside and things like that. 
We're going to get some bounces and get some goals but 
giving those freebies up is what hurt us tonight." 

Ian Cole on Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie filling in this 
evening: 
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"I'm very proud of those guys for how they were able to step 
up and play. Obviously I know Chatty has played NHL 
games and it showed. Max had a ton of poise as well, so I 
think they stepped in well and did a great job. I'm very proud 
of the work from those two guys." 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team losing two in a row in 
regulation for the first time and speaking further on the game 
tonight: 

"We've got to make it stop, but I don't know how much more 
we could do there. We have to get sharper on the power 
play, obviously, but overall, that may be one our best games 
of the year. I mean, we gave up, what, 17 shots? It's all 

about what you're giving up. I don't know what we had for 
chances, but we're getting ours. At the start of the year 
everything seemed to go in for us, right now nothing seems 
to be going in. Considering the guys who came out and the 
guys who we had come in, I thought it was a great game 
overall." 

What's Next?: 

The team will fly home from Texas this evening. They will not 
practice or hold media availability before Thursday night 
when they host Ottawa.

 

 

 

 

Brind'Amour fined $25,000 for actions in Hurricanes game 

Coach penalized for inappropriate conduct against Capitals 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK -- Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour has been fined $25,000 for inappropriate 
conduct during NHL Game No. 329 against the Washington 

Capitals on Sunday, Nov. 28, the National Hockey League 
announced today. 

The fine money goes to the NHL Foundation.
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Hintz hat trick helps Stars defeat Hurricanes for fifth straight win 

Pavelski has goal, two assists, Holtby makes 39 saves 

By Taylor Baird 

DALLAS -- Roope Hintz scored his first NHL hat trick for the 
Dallas Stars in their fifth straight win, 4-1 against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at American Airlines Center on Tuesday. 

Joe Pavelski had a goal and two assists, and Braden Holtby 
made 39 saves for the Stars (11-7-2), who have outscored 
opponents 18-6 during the streak. 

Hintz has seven goals in his past five games and 10 in the 
past nine. 

"Right now, it's going in," Hintz said. "I'm getting good passes 
from my linemates (Pavelski, Jason Robertson) and 
teammates, so that helps." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored, and Frederik Andersen made 13 
saves for the Hurricanes (15-5-1), who have lost their past 
two games and four of five (1-3-1). 

"Ideally, we'd never lose two games in a row," Carolina 
defenseman Ian Cole said. "Maybe that's a bit of a pipe 
dream, but that's the goal. I think the foundational mindset 
behind that is, 'Hey, let's right the ship right away, let's not let 
this linger. Let's continue to play well,' but hey, we lost. 
That's not good enough. 

"The name of the game as a professional athlete is to win. 
That's it. That should be our only focus. We played well 
today, we had a lot of shots, we had a lot of Grade A 
[chances]. We should have scored more goals, you know, X, 
Y, and Z, but we lost. So really, that's all that matters. We 
need to figure out ways to win, and we need to figure them 
out quick. We can't let this continue to slide, it's only going to 
hurt us in the long run." 

Dallas scored within the first two minutes for the third straight 
game when Hintz collected the rebound of his own shot and 
put it top shelf to make it 1-0 at 1:13 of the first period. 

Holtby made 13 saves in the first. 

"It always helps at the start of the game when you can get a 
few shots to get you into the game," Holtby said. "The way 
Carolina plays, you know that's going to come. They work 
non-stop, and one of their big things is getting pucks to the 
net and recoveries off rebounds and kind of swarming that 
way. You know there's going to be a high quantity usually 
when you play them. You've just got to bear down in those 
areas, and I thought our guys did a phenomenal job tonight 
in those tough areas around the net." 

Hintz scored his second of the game to extend the lead to 2-
0 when he finished off a pass from Pavelski on a 2-on-1 at 
14:57 of the second. 

Pavelski made it 3-0 when the redirection of Robertson's 
shot went off Andersen's left arm at 9:31 of the third period. 

"I'm just going through the goals, one hit the ref, hit the 
linesman. It doesn't get in, they turn around, 2-on-1, in your 
net," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The other 
one, we didn't get it in, and it's in your net the other way. 
Those can't happen. The mistakes we're making are costing 
us. That's basically what's happening, where it's not going 
the other way. Obviously, they're making mistakes, because 
we're getting a ton of chances. But the ones we're making 
are biting us right now." 

Kotkaniemi ended Holtby's shutout at 16:27 during a 
scramble in front to make it 3-1. 

Hintz completed the hat trick with an empty-net goal at 17:10 
for the 4-1 final. 

"A ton of speed, a big body, skates well, shoots it," Pavelski 
said of Hintz. "(He) wants to shoot [the puck]. Makes a lot of 
good little plays and competes. That's No. 1, he competes. 
He's been playing great, and it's great to see the puck go in 
the net for him. He's one of the guys that drives this team." 

Carolina outshot Dallas 17-5 in the third period. 

"It's not exactly how we drew it up," Stars coach Rick 
Bowness said. "But good teams find a way to win, and right 
now we're finding a way to win. That team is so hard to play 
against. They make you play on the boards, and they're 
there first, and they're big and they're heavy. 

"They made us play a game we really haven't had to play yet 
this year. But again, good teams find a way to win." 

NOTES: Bowness became the first to coach 2,500 NHL 
games as either an assistant, associate, or head coach. 
Bowness has served as a head coach in 576 regular-season 
games over 12 seasons with the Winnipeg Jets, Boston 
Bruins, Ottawa Senators, New York Islanders, Phoenix 
Coyotes and Stars. He is 176-328-48 with 24 ties. … Holtby 
won his 293rd NHL game (293-137-50) and passed Jacques 
Plante (292-119-88) for the most victories in his first 500 
games played. … It was the Stars' first hat trick since Jamie 
Benn on Feb. 11, 2020, which was also against the 
Hurricanes. … Carolina has not scored a power-play goal in 
seven straight games and is 0-for-17 in that stretch.
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Hintz records first hat trick as Stars defeat Hurricanes 4-1 

DALLAS (AP) — Roope Hintz scored his first career hat trick 
on an empty netter in the closing minutes, and the Dallas 
Stars beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-1 on Tuesday night for 
their fifth straight win. 

Linemates Joe Pavelski had a goal and two assists and 
Jason Robinson had two assists for the Stars, who were 
outshot 40-17 and have won six straight home games — the 
longest current winning streak in the NHL.  

Braden Holtby (4-4-1), playing his 500th regular-season 
game, made 39 saves in recording his second straight win. 

Hintz has 10 goals in the last nine games and three game-
winners in Dallas’ last six victories after being limited to one 
assist in his first 11 games. 

“Right now, it’s going in,” Hintz said. “I’m getting good passes 
from my linemates and teammates, so that helps.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi ended Holtby’s shutout bid with 3 1/2 
minutes left in the third period and Frederik Andersen (11-5-
0) stopped 13 shots for the Hurricanes, who remain two 
points out of first place in the Metropolitan Division. They’re 
1-3-1 in their last five games and lost consecutive games in 
regulation for the first time this season. 

“We played well today, we had a lot of shots, had a lot of 
Grade A’s, should have scored more goals — X, Y and Z — 
but we lost,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said. “So really, 
that’s all that matters.” 

Stars coach Rick Bowness chose to start Holtby and not 22-
year-old Jake Oettinger, who leads the NHL in goals against 
average, because of Holtby’s experience against Carolina 
(16-7-1 going in) and his ability to stick handle against the 
Canes’ forecheckers. 

Holtby, whose last shutout came on March 8, 2019, said he 
wasn’t surprised by the Hurricanes’ heavy shot total. 

“The way that Carolina plays, you know that’s coming,” he 
said. “They work nonstop.” 

The line of Hintz, Pavelski and Robertson has 12 goals and 
11 assists in Dallas’ last five games, and Pavelski has 
multiple points in the last three games. 

Hintz rushed into the offensive zone down the left side, shot 
a wrister from the left circle and lifted his own rebound top 
shelf 1:13 in for the game’s first goal. 

Dallas doubled its lead with about 5 minutes left in the 
second period with Hintz and Pavelski on a two-on-one rush. 
Hintz hung onto the pass for a second and then lifted the 
puck over Andersen’s right shoulder. 

Pavelski deflected a shot from Robertson at 9:31 of the third 
period for his seventh of the season. 

Hintz’s empty-netter traveled all the way from just inside 
Dallas’ blue line with about 3 minutes left in the third. 

TO THE RESCUE 

The Hurricanes were missing defensemen Tony DeAngelo 
and Brett Pesce, who entered COVID-19 protocols on 
Monday. DeAngelo is fifth among defensemen in scoring 
with 19 points. Fellow defenseman Ethan Bear has been in 
the protocol since last week. 

Carolina brought up Jalen Chatfield and Maxime Lajoie from 
Chicago of the AHL to fill the void, and they played a 
combined 31 minutes at minus-1. 

“I was actually overly pleased with how well they played,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “They seemed to 
grasp what we were doing.” 

BENCH MILESTONE 

Stars coach Rick Bowness was recognized for coaching in 
his 2,500th regular-season game as a head coach or an 
assistant, the most in NHL history. That includes 576 games 
as a head coach with six franchises. 

“That was nice,” Bowness said. “I really appreciate it.” 

PAY UP 

Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 by the NHL on Tuesday for 
his conduct during Sunday’s loss to Washington. The NHL 
gave no details, but the News & Observer in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, cited that Brind’Amour was livid at a third-period 
penalty called against Carolina. 

Brind’Amour said he was shocked by the fine. 

“You know I can’t say anything now,” he said. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Ottawa on Thursday. 

Stars: Host Columbus on Thursday.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the player who must step up for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

December is upon us in the 2021-22 NHL season -- and with 
it the annual tradition of predicting which teams will make the 
playoffs based on their spot in the standings after American 
Thanksgiving. There were some eye-opening performances 
over the past week that produced some notable changes in 
our Power Rankings. 

Plus, no matter how a team looks so far, there's at least one 
player on each roster who needs to step up; we identify one 
for all 32 clubs here. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to last week's 
rankings, published on Nov. 24. Points percentages are 
through Tuesday's games. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.738 
Upcoming schedule: vs. OTT (Dec. 2), vs. BUF (Dec. 4), @ 
WPG (Dec. 7) 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The Hurricanes haven't seen the best of 
Kotkaniemi. Yes, the center matched last season's goal total 
(5) in his first 20 games this season, but he is only averaging 
about 12 minutes of ice time per game and has taken his 
time getting up to speed in Rod Brind'amour's world. 
Carolina has also been red-hot out of the gate, shielding 
Kotkaniemi as he finds his way. Now is the time for his 
personal storm surge. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Upcoming schedule: vs. BUF (Dec. 2), vs. STL (Dec. 4), @ 
STL (Dec. 7) 

Spencer Knight. The Panthers truly haven't had many 
passengers this season; everyone's giving a steady effort. 
That includes Knight -- until he hit some recent speed 
bumps. It's not unusual for a young goalie to slip, and in 
Knight's past five appearances, he is 1-3-0 with an .882 save 
percentage and 3.63 goals-against average. Knight's goalie 
partner Sergei Bobrovsky has dealt with injuries this season, 
and Knight has been relied on maybe more because of it. 
Florida can't afford to see Knight lose confidence. 

3. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.717 

Upcoming schedule: vs. CHI (Dec. 2), vs. CBJ (Dec. 4), vs. 
ANA (Dec. 6) 

Daniel Sprong. Last season was the best statistical 
campaign of Sprong's career (13 goals and 20 points in 42 
games). This season has been a different story. Sprong has 
produced just three goals and six points in 20 games for a 
Capitals team that could use more depth scoring. Sprong 
was a healthy scratch last week, after collecting just three 
points in 11 games. To play a more regular role for 
Washington, Sprong has major ground to make up. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.717 
Upcoming schedule: vs. COL (Dec. 1), @ MIN (Dec. 4), @ 
WPG (Dec. 5), vs. CBJ (Dec. 7) 

Justin Holl. Holl had a well-deserved coming-out party last 
season. He has remained on Toronto's second pairing with 
Jake Muzzin this season, but the results have dipped. Holl 
has been a healthy scratch several times, has remained 
without a point through 17 games (despite averaging over 20 
minutes of ice time) and has struggled defending in 
transition. The more these Leafs heat up, the more obvious it 
is they need Holl to step up. 

5. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PIT (Dec. 1), @ SEA (Dec. 3), vs. 
LA (Dec. 5), vs. MIN (Dec. 7) 

Kailer Yamamoto. Yamamoto has been riding shotgun with 
Leon Draisaitl on Edmonton's second line ... so why only five 
points in Yamamoto's first 20 games? The lack of production 
has been a theme for Yamamoto, especially when he was 
pointless through the Oilers' first seven games. Things 
haven't picked up a whole lot since, even while Draisaitl and 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins have been thriving on that second 
unit. Yamamoto would like to join them. 

6. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.705 
Upcoming schedule: @ LA (Dec. 2), @ ANA (Dec. 3), @ 
VGK (Dec. 5), @ SJ (Dec. 7) 

Sean Monahan. While Andrew Mangiapane and Johnny 
Gaudreau and Jacob Markstrom (and on and on) are playing 
so well in Calgary, Monahan has faded into the background. 
His scoring has been streaky -- just two goals and 10 points 
through 22 games -- plus Monahan has been below average 
in the faceoff dot (49%) and has a team-low minus-six rating. 
It's puzzling, and there is plenty for Monahan to improve. 
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7. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.705 
Upcoming schedule: vs. NJ (Dec. 2), vs. TOR (Dec. 4), @ 
EDM (Dec. 7) 

Jordan Greenway. The Wild are another team that's had 
even contributions throughout the lineup. Greenway is 
someone from whom they could utilize more consistency, 
especially in how he uses his 6-foot-6 frame to advantage. 
That's an area where Greenway can always have an impact, 
even when he isn't adding much offensively (which, with only 
three assists over 17 games, he hasn't been). 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Upcoming schedule: vs. STL (Dec. 2), @ BOS (Dec. 4), @ 
PHI (Dec. 5), @ MTL (Dec. 7) 

Corey Perry. We'll call this a "keep stepping up" designation 
for Perry. He has found a groove lately after a nine-game 
point drought to start the season. Perry is a 36-year-old 
veteran, but injuries to Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point 
require more from everyone offensively, and Perry is no 
exception. Five points in 20 games -- with four of those 
coming over consecutive tilts in late November -- gives him a 
lot on which to build. 

9. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.639 
Upcoming schedule: @ TOR (Dec. 1), @ MTL (Dec. 2), @ 
OTT (Dec. 4), @ PHI (Dec. 6) 

Darcy Kuemper. The Avalanche have been rolling thanks to 
star turns up front (looking at you, Nazem Kadri). Goaltender 
Kuemper hasn't been keeping up. He recorded nine wins in 
his first 15 starts but produced average stats (.903 save 
percentage, 2.84 goals-against average) in that stretch, and 
he was aided by Colorado's offensive attack. That red-hot 
scoring run won't last forever, and Kuemper needs to be 
there with more support when it inevitably evens out. 

10. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.725 
Upcoming schedule: vs. PHI (Dec. 1), vs. SJ (Dec. 3), vs. 
CHI (Dec. 4), @ CHI (Dec. 7) 

Alexis Lafreniere. The dreaded sophomore slump has set in 
hard for the first overall pick of the 2020 draft. Through the 
Rangers' first 20 games, Lafreniere managed one goal and 
six points, while his ice time declined to about 11 minutes per 
game. New York has been getting contributions offensively 
elsewhere to help in their strong start, so there's no question 
Lafreniere is lagging well behind his teammates -- and 
individual expectations. 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.545 

Upcoming schedule: vs. NJ (Dec. 3), vs. TOR (Dec. 5), vs. 
CAR (Dec. 7) 

Blake Wheeler. Wheeler has been in a funk. The Jets 
captain hadn't registered a goal through 17 games, and he 
has only seven assists to show despite top minutes. Coach 
Paul Maurice recently reunited Wheeler with Mark Scheifele 
and Kyle Connor, which could give Wheeler a spark. 
Certainly, the Jets could stand taking some pressure off 
Connor and Pierre-Luc Dubois, who have had tremendous 
starts to the campaign. 

12. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.587 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VGK (Dec. 1), vs. CGY (Dec. 3), @ 
WSH (Dec. 6), @ BUF (Dec. 7) 

Jakob Silfverberg. The Ducks could use more from 
Silfverberg. The 31-year-old wing has been a perennial 20-
goal scorer (except in the nightmare 2020-21 season for 
Anaheim), but he has been off that pace this season. 
Silfverberg did miss time due to COVID-19, a potential factor 
in his grabbing just one goal and nine points through 16 
games. Anaheim can't wait much longer for Silfverberg to 
rebound, though. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Upcoming schedule: @ ANA (Dec. 1), @ ARI (Dec. 3), vs. 
CGY (Dec. 5) 

Mattias Janmark. Janmark hasn't been the difference-marker 
Vegas needed amid all of its early-season injuries. He is 
certainly capable of contributing more than the one goal and 
four points he's managed through 16 games. Janmark has 
seen his ice time suffer accordingly, as coach Peter DeBoer 
is perhaps sending a message about expectations. 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.614 
Upcoming schedule: @ TB (Dec. 2), @ FLA (Dec. 4), vs. 
FLA (Dec. 7) 

Colton Parayko. Parayko led the Blues with 16 giveaways 
through 21 games. That helps sum up some of his struggles 
this season. The blueliner has shown uncharacteristically 
poor puck management, and St. Louis relies on Parayko to 
be more responsible. His stats across the board have 
suffered (nine points and a minus-three rating through 21 
tilts), and the Blues' overall defensive play has slid too. 

15. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: @ DAL (Dec. 2), @ WSH (Dec. 4), vs. 
SJ (Dec. 5), @ TOR (Dec. 7) 

Jack Roslovic. Roslovic has worked to put a sluggish start 
behind him, and he isn't done yet. There's more depth to 
Roslovic's game, and it's slowly emerging, with three goals 
and eight points through 19 games. But Roslovic registered 
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only 25 shots on net in that span, an area he could definitely 
elevate to make himself more of a threat. 

16. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.579 
Upcoming schedule: @ NSH (Dec. 2), vs. TB (Dec. 4) 

Taylor Hall. Boston has a few players fighting to get on track. 
Hall is right up there. He has lacked consistency through 18 
games, punctuated by multiple stretches without a point. 
Hall's five goals and 10 points in that span is mediocre for 
someone averaging more than 15 minutes per game (and 
given his skill level). Boston knows what he's capable of; 
they just need a whole lot more of it. 

17. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.568 
Upcoming schedule: @ EDM (Dec. 1), @ VAN (Dec. 4), @ 
SEA (Dec. 6) 

Brian Dumoulin. Dumoulin had his season interrupted by 
COVID-19, like many of his teammates. Now that he is back, 
he needs to step up. Dumoulin has been too erratic at times 
in the defensive zone, and his two assists in 16 games feels 
underwhelming. There's more there that Pittsburgh needs 
from one of its most important defenders. 

18. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.550 
Upcoming schedule: @ MIN (Dec. 2), @ WPG (Dec. 3), vs. 
OTT (Dec. 6) 

Nico Hischier. How do the Devils get Hischier going? New 
Jersey's captain scored just two goals in his first 19 games, 
and only six of his nine total points came at even strength. 
Hischier's advanced stats have been fine, but logging almost 
20 minutes per game should generate more on the 
scoresheet from a player of his caliber. 

19. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CBJ (Dec. 2), vs. ARI (Dec. 6) 

Tyler Seguin. To be fair, Seguin is coming off major 
surgeries to his hips. Recovering from that type of trauma is 
difficult. But Dallas also wants to see its star shine again. 
Seguin has been streaky this season in collecting five goals 
and nine points through 19 games, and he has endured a 
few multigame droughts. There's plenty of time for Seguin to 
find his form. 

20. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.568 
Upcoming schedule: @ NYI (Dec. 2), @ NYR (Dec. 3), @ 
CBJ (Dec. 5), vs. CGY (Dec. 7) 

Nick Bonino. It took Bonino 18 games to score his first point 
of the season. He had two through 21 tilts, a strangely low 
total given that he is playing north of 16 minutes per game. 

He isn't shooting the puck a whole lot either (33 on goal for 
the season), and San Jose can use all the offense it can get. 
If Bonino is going to be logging decent minutes, the Sharks 
will need more consistent output to match. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.568 
Upcoming schedule: vs. BOS (Dec. 2), vs. MTL (Dec. 4), @ 
DET (Dec. 7) 

Mattias Ekholm. The Predators hold Ekholm to a high 
standard, hence the four-year, $25 million extension he 
signed in October. That deal doesn't kick in until next 
season, giving Ekholm time to start playing like himself 
again. He has been average so far defensively, registering 
13 giveaways and the worst plus-minus among Nashville 
blueliners (minus-six) through 21 games. And up front, 
Ekholm has only tossed in three assists. The Predators are 
used to more impact. 

22. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.524 
Upcoming schedule: vs. CGY (Dec. 2), @ EDM (Dec. 5), @ 
VAN (Dec. 6) 

Viktor Arvidsson. Arvidsson has been finding his game as of 
late. Los Angeles can only hope that process continues. 
Arvidsson wasn't producing much (five points in his first 11 
games) and missed a couple of weeks due to COVID-19. But 
like others who have dealt with setback, Arvidsson can strive 
to make up for lost time. A recent three-point stretch over two 
games was his best of the season, and it's something on 
which to build. 

23. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Upcoming schedule: @ NYR (Dec. 1), vs. TB (Dec. 5), vs. 
COL (Dec. 6) 

Cam Atkinson. Momentum is a funny thing. Atkinson arrived 
in Philadelphia to score six goals in his first five games. He 
scored one goal and added three assists in his next 15. 
That's been hard on the Flyers, who have been shut out 
three times in the past month and have scored more than 
two goals in a game only three times through that stretch. 
Philadelphia wanted Atkinson for a reason, and he has to 
show it again. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.543 
Upcoming schedule: vs. SEA (Dec. 1), vs. NYI (Dec. 4), vs. 
NSH (Dec. 7) 

Nick Leddy. The Red Wings have leaned on their young 
guns, but veterans like Leddy can pitch in more. The 12th-
year blueliner hasn't always asserted himself this season, 
and it has shown in his seven assists and minus-seven rating 
through 22 games. And his overall possession numbers 
(currently on the wrong side of 50%) could be improved, as 
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well. With a few adjustments, Leddy can be a stabilizing 
force on Detroit's back end. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.432 
Upcoming schedule: @ FLA (Dec. 2), @ CAR (Dec. 4), vs. 
ANA (Dec. 7) 

Aaron Dell. The Sabres really miss Craig Anderson. But the 
veteran goaltender is still week to week with an injury, so the 
play of Dell backing up Dustin Tokarski has come under 
(justifiable) scrutiny. Dell is 0-4-0, with an .862 save 
percentage and 4.56 goals-against average. Tokarski is 
doing his best filling Anderson's shoes, but Dell isn't helping 
carry the load at all for Buffalo. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.381 
Upcoming schedule: @ WSH (Dec. 2), @ NYR (Dec. 4), @ 
NYI (Dec. 5), vs. NYR (Dec. 7) 

Dominik Kubalik. Kubalik had a strong showing for the 
Blackhawks last season. He is a long way from that now. 
The winger sputtered after a decent start, grabbing just three 
assists through 12 games in November and collecting only 
seven on the season. Chicago has looked better recently, 
but Kubalik is still hanging back. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.348 
Upcoming schedule: @ OTT (Dec. 1), vs. PIT (Dec. 4), vs. 
LA (Dec. 6) 

Elias Pettersson. Pettersson has faced his share of criticism 
for a brutal start in Vancouver. The Canucks star center 
generated just four goals and 11 points (seven on the power 
play) through 22 games. It's been a surprising lack of 
production by the Swedish player, who previously averaged 
around a point-per-game pace to earn a three-year, $22 
million extension from Vancouver in October. It's about time 
he lived up to that again. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.386 
Upcoming schedule: @ DET (Dec. 1), vs. EDM (Dec. 3), vs. 
PIT (Dec. 6) 

Philipp Grubauer. It's easy to forget that Grubauer was a 
Vezina Trophy finalist last season. He hasn't played 
anywhere close to that level yet in Seattle. Grubauer was 6-
9-1 in his first 17 games, with an .890 save percentage and 
3.03 goals-against average. His fellow Kraken goaltenders 
haven't been great, either; but Grubauer, especially, has 
more to give. 

29. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.353 
Upcoming schedule: vs. SJ (Dec. 2), @ DET (Dec. 4), vs. 
CHI (Dec. 5), @ OTT (Dec. 7) 

Mathew Barzal. In a rough season for the Islanders, Barzal 
hasn't looked his best. Whether it's the more defensive role 
with which he has been saddled or just all the changes to 
New York's lineup, Barzal's production hasn't been there 
early. He tallied four goals and eight points through 17 
games and was a minus-eight (worst among Islanders' 
forwards). New York has been one of the lowest-scoring 
teams in the league this season, and a boost from Barzal 
would go a long way. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.237 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VAN (Dec. 1), @ CAR (Dec. 2), vs. 
COL (Dec. 4), @ NJ (Dec. 6), vs. NYI (Dec. 7) 

Tim Stutzle. Stutzle needs some traction. He has recently 
moved to center, and coach D.J. Smith is clearly trying to 
find the right combination of players to support Stutzle 
getting back to his greatest self. Through his first 19 games, 
Stutzle was minus-10 with one goal and eight assists. It's a 
lot less than Ottawa was expecting out of him following a 
strong, 29-point rookie season. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.292 
Upcoming schedule: vs. COL (Dec. 2), @ NSH (Dec. 4), vs. 
TB (Dec. 7) 

Jeff Petry. It's been a rough start for Petry. Montreal's top 
defenseman had just two assists and a minus-four rating 
through 24 games, and he simply hasn't been executing at a 
high enough level. Maybe it's the lack of Petry having his 
usual partner Joel Edmundson, who is injured. Maybe it's 
Petry's age (33) starting to catch up to him. His advanced 
stats haven't been glaringly awful, but Petry also isn't the 
difference-maker Montreal needs. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.261 
Upcoming schedule: vs. VGK (Dec. 3), @ DAL (Dec. 6) 

Jakob Chychrun. Chychrun was supposed to be the best part 
of a bad Arizona team. He's not. Chychrun had six points in 
22 games, a minus-24 rating and a 2.8 shooting percentage. 
He still eats up more than 25 minutes of ice time per game 
for the Coyotes, but after last season's 18-goal breakout 
campaign, the expectation was for Chychrun to step it up 
further on the Coyotes' back end. They're still waiting.
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Hurricanes' Rod Brind'Amour fined $25K for 'inappropriate conduct' 

The NHL has fined Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour $25,000 for "inappropriate conduct" during the 
team's loss to the Washington Capitals on Sunday. 

Brind'Amour unleashed an expletive-filled tirade late in the 
third period after Sebastian Aho was given a slashing penalty 
which put the Hurricanes down two players with the score 
tied 2-2. While the Capitals didn't score on the power plays, 
they broke the tie shortly after and won 4-2. 

After the game, Brind'Amour was more reserved in his 
comments, telling local reporters “It’s a tough way to end a 
game. It was a great game, great hockey game. ... It’s 
unfortunate. What are you going to do?” 

Brind'Amour was fined $25,000 during the 2020 bubble 
playoffs after he criticized officials following a double-
overtime loss to the Bruins. 

The money from the fine will go to the NHL Foundation.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Maple Leafs take top spot amid dominant stretch 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are living up to the Stanley Cup 
hype through the first quarter of the season 

By Austin Nivison  

Last week, I bemoaned the lack of clarity in the NHL's mushy 
middle. The elite teams really asserted themselves. Because 
of that, there aren't any major changes at the top of these 
rankings -- except at No. 1. 

Prior to opening night, the Toronto Maple Leafs had some of 
the highest expectations of any team in the league. Forget 
advancing past the first round of the playoffs: the goal is a 
Stanley Cup parade in Toronto. Well, that goal looks to be 
within reach, based on how everything looks these days. 

The Maple Leafs are on a tear. Everything from goal-scoring 
to goaltending is working. It's easy to look ahead and wonder 
whether this team can get the postseason monkey off its 
back, but my advice would be to stay in the present and 
enjoy what the Maple Leafs are doing right now. 

With Toronto now reigning supreme, here are the updated 
NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  
Maple 
Leafs  

The common refrain about this 
Maple Leafs team, "Wait and 
see what they can do in the 
playoffs." I hate that dismissal of 
regular season success. They 
rolling right now, and fans are 
supposed to sit on their hands 
for 82 games? Toronto is an 
incredibly fun team. It's OK to 

2  
16-
6-1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

enjoy the journey to the 
postseason.  

2  Hurricanes  

Carolina has slipped out of the 
top spot because they've 
dropped three of their last four 
games. The Hurricanes' offense 
has dried up a little in that 
stretch, but that will happen to 
any team over a long season.  

1  
15-
5-1  

3  Oilers  

I have made a lot about Alex 
Ovechkin's hot start to the 
season, and I will continue to do 
that later in these rankings, but 
Leon Draisaitl is just as hot. He 
has 40 points (20 goals and 20 
assists) in just 20 games. There 
are a lot of NHL players who 
would take that in a full season 
without thinking twice.  

1  
15-
5-0  

4  Lightning  

After losing Nikita Kucherov 
earlier in the season, the Bolts 
have now lost Brayden Point for 
four to six weeks. That's a big 
loss for Tampa, but it hasn't 
seemed to matter just yet. That's 
probably because Andrei 
Vasilevskiy is once again playing 
at a high level. Goaltending is 
usually a pretty volatile position 

--  
12-
5-4  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

from one year to the next, but 
that's not really the case with the 
Lightning netminder.  

5  Capitals  

Alex Ovechkin had the audacity 
to go without scoring a goal 
against the Canadiens, but he 
made up for it against the 
Panthers. Ovechkin scored a hat 
trick against Florida and added 
another goal in the Caps' win 
over the Hurricanes. He's now 
up to 19 tallies in 22 games. If I 
were an opposing team, I would 
simply guard Ovechkin.  

1  
14-
4-5  

6  Wild  

Ryan Hartman already has more 
goals this season (12) than any 
other in his NHL career, outside 
of his rookie campaign in 2016-
17. Hartman may have found 
another gear to his game, and 
that's a big reason the Wild are 
in first place in the Central 
Division. Now can he keep it 
rolling for the rest of the season? 

1  
15-
6-1  

7  Rangers  

The Rangers had an impressive 
Thanksgiving week. First, they 
soundly beat their cross-town 
rivals, the New York Islanders. 
Then, the Rangers used a big 
third period to take down the 
Bruins in Boston. More 
importantly, the concerns I had 
about their underlying numbers 
are starting to fade as those 
steadily improve.  

2  
13-
4-3  

8  Avalanche  

Despite the absence of Nathan 
MacKinnon, the Avalanche are 
scoring goals in bunches. That's 
because they are getting 
contributions from elsewhere in 
their ridiculously loaded lineup. 
In particular, early Norris Trophy 
candidate Cale Makar has 12 
points in his last six games.  

2  
11-
6-1  

9  Flames  

The Bruins have the best 
forward line in the NHL, and I 
don't really know if that is up for 
debate. However, Calgary has a 
line that is clicking on all 
cylinders in 2021-22. Matthew 
Tkachuk, Elias Lindholm and 
Johnny Gaudreau are feasting 
on opponents this year. The 

2  
13-
4-5  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Flames own 63.83% of the 
expected goals share with those 
three on the ice together, and 
they lead the team in scoring.  

10 Panthers  

Anthony Duclair has proven to 
be a brilliant addition for the 
Panthers since they signed him 
before the 2020-21 season. He 
is off to another great start for 
the team this year with nine 
goals and 17 points in 19 games 
played.  

5  
15-
4-3  

11 
Golden 
Knights  

After trading Marc-Andre Fleury 
in the offseason, Vegas went all-
in on Robin Lehner. That may 
very well prove to be a good 
decision this season, but Lehner 
is off to a poor start, especially at 
five-on-five. In those situations, 
Lehner has stopped just 91.1% 
of the shots he's faced, which 
ranks 52nd in the NHL among 
goalies with at least two games 
played.  

3  
12-
9-0  

12 Bruins  

Boston's top line is doing what it 
does best, which is grind 
opposing teams into bits, but 
Charlie McAvoy is steering this 
team from the blue line. He has 
13 points in 18 games, and 
Boston is comfortably controlling 
play when McAvoy is on the ice.  

--  
11-
8-0  

13 Blues  

Jordan Kyrou is playing a bigger 
role for the Blues this season, 
and the team is better for it. He 
already has 22 points in 21 
games, and Kyrou has been the 
engine that drives this St. Louis 
offense. He has been incredibly 
fun to watch this year.  

1  
12-
7-3  

14 
Blue 
Jackets  

Columbus, to its credit, keeps 
finding ways to win hockey 
games and currently sits in a 
wild card playoff spot. Having 
said that, I keep wondering when 
the other shoe will drop. The 
Blue Jackets get out-chanced on 
a regular basis, and they are 
21st in the league in expected 
goals share at five-on-five.  

3  
12-
8-0  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

15 Stars  

Dallas is climbing up the 
standings and these power 
rankings due to the play of Jake 
Oettinger in goal. He has gotten 
a lot of run recently - and for 
good reason. Oettinger has 
played in five games this season 
and has saved 5.30 goals above 
average at five-on-five.  

3  
11-
7-2  

16 Penguins  

Pittsburgh has battled personnel 
issues for much of the young 
season, so it has needed certain 
players to step up in the 
meantime. Evan Rodrigues is 
one of those players. He has 15 
points in 21 games and is one 
goal away from his career high 
of nine. Perhaps even more 
surprising than that is finding out 
the Penguins own nearly 70% of 
the expected goals with 
Rodrigues on the ice.  

4  
10-
7-5  

17 Red Wings  

At this point, goaltender Alex 
Nedeljkovic looks like another 
smart addition by Steve 
Yzerman. He has saved 2.42 
goals above average in all 
situations and gives the Red 
Wings a chance to win every 
time he's in the crease.  

4  
11-
9-3  

18 Ducks  

It seems as though the Ducks go 
as Troy Terry goes. His point 
streak ended at 16 games last 
week, and the team went 1-3-0. 
The only game Anaheim won 
was the one in which Terry 
tallied a point.  

5  
12-
8-3  

19 Kings  

The Kings are 1-3-2 in their last 
six games. While I can 
appreciate Brendan Lemieux 
identifying the need for the team 
to get bite in its game, I can't 
condone how he went about 
remedying that issue.  

--  
9-8-
4  

20 Jets  

The Jets have struggled to find 
consistency in their game, and 
that is because Mark Scheifele 
and Blake Wheeler are off to 
miserable starts. Those two 
have combined for just two goals 
on the season. If Winnipeg is 
going to reach its potential, 

5  
10-
8-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Scheifele and Wheeler need to 
break through offensively.  

21 Flyers  

Philadelphia is starting to slide. 
It's riding a six-game losing 
streak, and nothing is going right 
these days. The injuries are 
starting to pile up again, and the 
Flyers need to find a way to 
remain in the playoff race.  

5  
8-8-
4  

22 Devils  

In many cases, there can be 
some buyer's remorse when a 
team drops big money in free 
agency. Count Dougie Hamilton 
as a clear exception there. 
Hamilton is still playing at a 
Norris Trophy level and has 12 
points in 16 games. The Devils 
have to be happy with their big 
offseason investment.  

--  
9-7-
4  

23 Predators  

Last week, the Predators got 
walloped by two really good 
teams (the Golden Knights and 
Avalanche) and played well in 
wins against two more mortal 
teams (the Ducks and Devils). 
That's kind of where Nashville is 
right now. It's not a real threat, 
but it's not awful either.  

--  
12-
9-1  

24 Sharks  

Timo Meier has been a strong 
player for the Sharks in recent 
seasons, but he has yet to score 
at a point-per-game pace in his 
career. It's still very early, but 
that could change in 2021-22. 
Meier has 20 points in 16 games 
played, and his strong 
underlying numbers suggest that 
could be sustained.  

1  
12-
9-1  

25 Sabres  

No one is surprised by where the 
Sabres are at this point in the 
season, but one thing that is 
concerning is the play of young 
defenseman Rasmus Dahlin. 
The former No. 1 overall pick is 
struggling to keep his head 
above water at even strength, 
but that could also be due to the 
talent that surrounds him. 
Regardless, Buffalo will need to 
see some growth out of Dahlin 
this year.  

1  
8-
11-3 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 1, 2021 

 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

26 Kraken  

For much of this season, Jordan 
Eberle has kept the Kraken's 
offense afloat. He has 11 goals 
in 21 games and has been worth 
the price of admission for Seattle 
fans thus far. That said, Eberle is 
finding the back of the net on 
22.4% of his shots. That's 
roughly nine points higher than 
his career average, so who 
knows how long the Kraken will 
be able to rely on Eberle to carry 
them?  

2  
8-
13-1 

27 Blackhawks 

With Jonathan Toews coming 
back from missing the entire 
2020-21 season due to illness, it 
was reasonable to expect a slow 
start from him. In 21 games 
played, he has yet to find the 
back of the net and has posted 
just nine assists. If he can get 
going, that will make a big 
difference for Chicago.  

--  
7-
12-2 

28 Islanders  

With so many key players on the 
shelf due to COVID-19 
protocols, the NHL finally 
decided to postpone two of the 
Islanders' games. The Isles are 
in the midst of an eight-game 
losing streak and will need to to 
start stacking wins when 
everyone re-enters the lineup.  

2  
5-
10-2 

29 Canadiens  

After an abysmal start to the 
2021-22 season, the Canadiens 

--  
6-
16-2 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

have fired general manager 
Marc Bergevin. That's not terribly 
surprising given the team's 
struggles and some inflated 
expectations based on 
Montreal's Stanley Cup Final run 
last year.  

30 Coyotes  

For a second there, it looked like 
the Coyotes might be turning a 
corner. However, back-to-back 
losses against the Oilers and 
Stars showed us the Arizona 
team we are all much more 
familiar with.  

--  
5-
16-2 

31 Canucks  

Young star Elias Pettersson is in 
the midst of a brutal slump right 
now. He has one point in his last 
nine games as the Canucks sink 
further and further behind in the 
standings. I'll go way out on a 
limb and say that Vancouver isn't 
making the playoffs this season, 
but it at least needs to get 
Pettersson going so it can have 
something to be excited about.  

1  
7-
14-2 

32 Senators  

Between a rash of losses and a 
COVID-19 outbreak, the 
Senators haven't won a hockey 
game in just over two weeks. To 
top it all off, their players are 
getting bitten.  

1   
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NHL Fines Hurricanes Coach Brind'Amour for 'Inappropriate Conduct' 

The NHL has fined Rod Brind'Amour $25,000 for 
"inappropriate conduct" during Sunday's game versus the 
Washington Capitals. 

By Mike Stephens 

The reigning Jack Adams Award winner is about to see his 
wallet get a tad lighter.  

The NHL announced on Tuesday evening that they have 
fined Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
$25,000 for "inappropriate conduct" during the Hurricanes' 
game versus the Washington Capitals on Sunday, November 
28th.  

This is not the first time that Brind'Amour has faced discipline 
for his treatment of the officials during his time as an NHL 
coach.  

In August of 2020, Brind'Amour was suspended $25,000 by 
the league as well for remarks he made criticizing the 
officiating following Game One of the Hurricanes' playoff 
series versus the Boston Bruins. 

Expressing his displeasure with a goal by Boston's Charlie 
Coyle being upheld despite what he believed to be 
goaltender interference, Brind'Amour remarked, “We have a 
million people doing this and they can’t get it right. That’s the 
problem with this league.”  

It was likely that quote, directly criticizing the NHL's 
officiating and goal judges, that earned him his hefty fine.  

Brind'Amour is one of the most candid coaches in the league 
when it comes to his feelings on the game. It's unlikely that 
another fine will quell his fiery spirit.
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Hintz hat trick shoots Stars past Canes 

The Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t get it done in Dallas 
Tuesday night, falling to the Stars 4-1.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

It was not the Canes’ night in Dallas Tuesday, as a Roope 
Hintz hat trick led the Stars past Carolina 4-1 in a game 
where the Hurricanes just didn’t get it going.  

Carolina, playing down three starting defensemen who are in 
COVID protocols, didn’t ever look quite right, as Hintz scored 
73 seconds into the game and the Stars never looked back. 
Hintz added another goal in the second period, with Joe 
Pavelski making it 3-0 in the third.  

The Hurricanes finally got on the score sheet late in the third 
period, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi stayed hot with a goal in a net-
mouth scramble to score for his third straight game. Hintz 
finished the hat trick almost immediately after that, though, 
scoring on an empty net.  

The Canes really struggled on the power play, once again, 
going 0 for 2 in the first period with some pretty uneventful 
man advantages. Carolina got another late in the third, but 
once again came up empty.  

The new defensemen, Jalen Chatfield and Maxime Lajoie, 
were fine, though some of the Canes’ mainstays on the blue 
line made some critical mistakes that led to goals. Frederik 
Andersen wasn’t tested much, as the Stars finished with just 
17 shots, letting in three goals.  

In Dallas’ net was Braden Holtby, a familiar foe for the 
Hurricanes who once again got the best of Carolina. He 
turned away 39 of 40 shots he faced, playing a solid game 
with nothing too spectacular for most of the night as the 
Canes struggled to give him too much that actually tested 
him. He did get a highlight reel moment on one of his last 
saves, as he made an incredible stop on Andrei Svechnikov 
in the final minute. 

For the second game in a row the Stars got an early, early 
goal from Hintz, who collected a rebound and beat Andersen 
high with a great shot just 1:13 into the game. 

Carolina’s reeling power play got an opportunity a bit later in 
the first period, with a chance to show off a new five-forward 
unit forced onto the ice by the missing blue liners. It 
went...well....horribly wrong. The Canes got absolutely 
nothing on the man advantage, with Dallas getting a handful 
of really high-danger shorthanded chances.  

The Canes got another shot at the power play later in the 
first period, thanks to a bad high sticking call that looked to 

be more friendly fire. That power play went much better, 
though it still came up scoreless.  

Most of the second period was played in transition, as the 
puck bounced around and neither team settled into a great 
offensive rhythm. The Canes killed off a power play, and 
both teams had a couple looks, but not too much going on, 
though Carolina was a bit better than in the first.  

That changed with about five minutes to play in the second, 
as Hintz scored his second to make it a 2-0 Dallas lead. 
Brady Skjei made an aggressive play on the puck in the 
neutral zone and lost, leaving Chatfield alone to defend the 
duo of Pavelski and Hintz.  

Pavelski patiently waited and passed across to Hintz under 
Chatfield’s stick, and Hintz wasn’t going to miss one-on-one 
with Andersen.  

The Canes, as they did in the first period, responded pretty 
well to the Dallas goal, as Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis both 
had close looks in the following minutes. Holtby was up to 
the task, though, as neither shot from the Canes did enough 
to give him a real test.  

Carolina came out in the third with a nice step, spending 
plenty of time in the Dallas zone but still not doing enough to 
really even challenge Holtby.  

The Canes’ inability to take advantage of some of the action 
bit them midway through the third, as Dallas made it 3-0 
thanks to Pavelski and a fortunate bounce. Jason Robertson 
fired a shot from the point after collecting it on the boards, 
and Pavelski got a piece of the puck before it went off the 
post and in.  

Carolina got another power play down the stretch, and well, 
you know how this one goes. With their third empty power 
play of the night, the Canes extended their goalless power 
play streak to 0 for their last 18.  

The Canes did finally break through for a goal shortly after 
the failed power play, as Kotkaniemi stuck with things and 
battled a puck through Holtby. There was an extended 
scramble in front of Holtby that the Canes grinded through, 
and it eventually found its way to Kotkaniemi.  

Any life the Canes had was short lived, as Hintz completed 
his hat trick on the empty net a few moments later.  

The Hurricanes will return home for a pair of games, against 
Ottawa and Buffalo, to open up December.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, Cole on tough loss to Stars 

The Carolina Hurricanes went to the Lonestar State Tuesday 
night and couldn’t get it done, falling to the Stars 4-1.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped their second straight game 
Tuesday night in Dallas, falling to the Stars 4-1 as Roope 
Hintz scored a hat trick for the home team.  

The Canes came out on the wrong foot and never quite got 
things right, falling behind as the power play faltered once 
again and the team couldn’t get many dangerous scoring 
chances.  

Carolina was also playing somewhat shorthanded, as Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce were placed on COVID protocol 
Monday, joining Ethan Bear. Jalen Chatfield and Maxime 
Lajoie were called up and played Tuesday.  

After the tough loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On needing to make the slide stop and on sticking to their 
game: We’ve got to make it stop, yeah, but I’m not sure what 
more we can do there. We’ve got to get sharper on the 
power play, obviously, but the overall game is — that might 
be our best game of the year. We only gave up 17 shots. It’s 
all about what you’re giving up. I don’t know what we had for 
chances, but we’re getting our chances. They’re going to 
start going in. At the start of the year, everything seemed to 
go in for us. Now, nothing is going in. Considering the guys 
we had out and the guys we had come in, I thought it was a 
great game overall.  

On giving up an early goal: That’s not what you want to do. 
Playing from behind is not easy. We kind of took a little 
breath on that one. They came in and took a shot, we lost 
coverage for a second and it ends up in your net. But overall, 
I’m just going through the goals, we didn’t get it in. One hit 
the ref, the linesman doesn’t get in, they turn around and it’s 
2-on-1 in your net. The other one, we didn’t get it in and it’s 
in your net the other way. Those can’t happen. The mistakes 
we are making are just costing us. That’s basically what’s 
happening. It’s not going the other way. Obviously they’re 
making a lot of mistakes because there’s tons of chances, 
but the ones we are making are just biting us right now. We’ll 
try to get a little sharper there. But again, overall I was really 
happy with the way we played the game. We’ve just got to 
find ways to get the puck in the net.  

On Chatfield and Lajoie: I thought they were great. I was 
actually overly pleased with how they played. They seemed 
to grasp everything we were doing, so Ryan [Warsofsky] is 
doing a good job down there in Chicago. They were 
effective, had chances. Give them a lot of credit. For jumping 
in like that with no practices, just getting into the heat of it, 
they did a really good job.  

On if he was surprised with his fine from the NHL for 
something that happened during a game: Yeah, I was 
shocked. But what are you going to do? You know I can’t say 
anything now. I took the job thinking that you could be 

yourself, thinking I could tell you guys what I really feel in a 
game or about a game. Now you clearly can’t, so there you 
go.  

Jordan Staal 

On if this is a case of the puck just not going in: We had a 
fair amount of chances tonight, obviously. I thought we 
created enough to win the game. Obviously we have to do a 
little better job of not giving away too many grade-As. We’ve 
talked about our power play. I think we gave up more 
chances against than created I think on the power play. We 
just looked sloppy. That’s got to be a lot better if we’re going 
to want to start putting the puck in the net and get some mojo 
going.  

On the reason for the power play struggles: I think just the 
execution tonight was average. Especially my group. We 
didn’t get much time out there, but I don’t think we made one 
pass. I think we tried to shoot some more pucks. We still 
need to shoot even more and create some havoc. Those 
pretty plays will come as they come, but that’s obviously one 
thing we’ve got to get better at. The rest of our game was 
pretty solid.  

On going behind 1-0 early: It’s huge, that first goal. It’s never 
fun playing behind, especially in this league. It’s not easy 
scoring goals, especially with the kind of funk that we’re in. 
We’ve got to do a better job of defending and trying to get 
that first goal. Playing with the lead is always a better feeling 
than trying to play catch up. That was a big first goal, 
obviously, and one that our line had to get back, and we 
didn’t. We need better starts, for sure.  

On making sure guys are staying collected in a funk: I’ve got 
to do a better job of that, obviously. My stick is turning into a 
twig pretty soon with the more I’m squeezing it. It’s been 
pretty frustrating for a lot of guys, including myself. We’ve got 
to continue to do what we’re doing. Like I said, tonight we 
created enough chances to win a game, and that’s what you 
want. That’s all you can worry about. Obviously you’ve got to 
learn how to defend and not give up big grade-As. I think we 
gave up four breakaways tonight, or something like that. It’s 
too many big, easy, grade-A goals that they got. I think all 
those shots we created were from the outside. We’re going 
to get some bounces. We’re going to get some goals. But 
giving up those freebees is what hurt us tonight.  

On Chatfield and Lajoie: Yeah, the kids played really well. 
That’s not easy to do, and they made it look easy. They both 
skate really well. They understand the game and move the 
puck quick, and I thought they both played really, really good 
for us. That’s always nice to see, when we’ve got guys down 
that guys stepping up and playing well.  

On Brind’Amour’s fine from the NHL for his conduct in the 
Washington game, and on if it is good to have a coach 
sticking up for players that passionately: Yeah. It’s an 
emotional game. Obviously Rod is one of those guys that 
wants it more than anything. Sometimes your emotions get 
the best of you. It’s hard for him. Standing behind the bench, 
I’m sure he’s dying to be out there on the ice. It’s one thing 
that he can do, is get involved. According to the NHL he 
crossed the line. It’s our job obviously our job to not worry 
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about the refs and go out and play. I thought we did a little bit 
better job of that tonight. We’ve got to take it out a little more 
on the team we are playing against instead of the refs. Just 
play whistle to whistle and not worry about penalty situations 
and just work for our chances.  

Ian Cole 

On Chatfield and Lajoie: I’m very proud of those guys for 
how they were able to step up and play. I know [Chatfield] 
has played in NHL games, and it showed. Max had a ton of 
poise out there as well. I think they stepped in and did a 
great job. I’m very proud of those two guys for the work they 
did.  

On not wanting to lose two games in a row and on the team 
staying controlled and not panicking: That’s the goal. Ideally, 
we never lose two games in a row. Maybe that’s a bit of a 
pipedream, but that’s the goal. I think the foundational 
mindset behind that is ‘ok, let’s right the ship right away.’ 
Let’s not let this linger. Let’s not continue to play well, but ‘oh 
hey, we lost.’ That’s not good enough. The name of the 
game as a professional athlete is to win. That’s it. That 
should be our only focus. We played well today. We had a lot 
of shots. We had a lot grade-As. We should have scored 
more goals. X, Y and Z, but we lost. Really, that’s all that 
matters. We need to figure out ways to win, and we need to 
figure them out quick. We can’t let this continue to slide. It’s 
only going to hurt us in the long run.

 

 

 

 

Short-handed Canes struggle against Stars, lose 4-1  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes are now 1-3-1 in their last five 
games thanks to a 4-1 loss to the Dallas Stars on Tuesday, 
Nov. 30. 

The Canes offense did not do the team any favors. Despite 
outshooting the Stars 40-17, Carolina simply failed to do 
much against Dallas goaltender Braden Holtby. The former 
Washington Capital stepped up when tested but generally 
had no trouble making mostly routine saves. 

Holtby’s one blemish came in the third period when a mad 
scramble between several players in front of his net ended 
with center Jesperi Kotkaniemi finding himself with the puck 
and promptly depositing it into the net to rob Holtby of a 
shutout. 

Carolina’s power play continued to flounder as well. After 
going 0 for 3 on the night, the Canes have failed to score on 
their last 18 power plays. Tonight’s showing was especially 
bad for Caroilna’s power play unit, allowing several short-
handed chances and not generating much of anything on the 
offensive end. 

The Canes relied on a next-man-up mentality on defense 
that turned out relatively well despite the result. Defensemen 
Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce joined defenseman Ethan 
Bear in COVID-19 protocol, prompting a pair of call-ups for 
defensemen Jalen Chatfield and Maxime LaJoie. 

Considering the short-notice nature of their entries into the 
Hurricanes lineup, Chatfield and LaJoie impressed during 
their time on the ice. 

“They were great,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I was 
actually overly pleased with how well they played. They 
seemed to grasp everything that we were doing. … Give 
them a lot of credit for jumping in like that. No practices, just 
in the heat of it. They did a really good job.” 

Even with the defense stepping up, there was no stopping 
Stars left wing Roope Hintz from finding twine thrice. Hintz 
scored on goaltender Frederik Andersen twice before 
completing the hat trick on an empty net. Joe Pavelski also 
put his name on the score in the third period, finding twine on 
a puck that was simply determined to find its way to the net. 

Even though it seemed like another case of “just not our 
night” for the Canes, the bleeding has to stop sometime if 
they want to remain one of the better teams in the NHL. 

“The name of the game as a professional athlete is to win,” 
said defenseman Ian Cole. “That's it. That should be our only 
focus. … We need to figure out ways to win and we need to 
figure them out quick. We can't let this continue to slide; it's 
only going to hurt us in the long run.” 

Carolina will get its next shot at snapping this skid when it 
returns to Raleigh on Thursday, Dec. 2 to take on the Ottawa 
Senators. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m.
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Holtby, Hintz spur Dallas Stars to win over Carolina Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED NOVEMBER 30, 2021 11:55 PM 

 

In a season that has had a lot of smiles and success, it has been a rough 
patch of days for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes were on the road Tuesday, losing to the Dallas Stars 4-1 in a 
game in which they played hard and well at times but couldn’t find a way 
to score on an old rival, goalie Braden Holtby. 

While Holtby had 39 saves, Roope Hintz had his first career hat trick for 
the Stars, scoring in each period. His third goal, an empty netter, came 
soon after Jesperi Kotkaniemi had scored for the Canes and after goalie 
Frederik Andersen was pulled for a sixth atttacker. 

For the Canes, the loss came after a tough 4-2 home-ice defeat Sunday 
to the Washington Capitals, having defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo placed in COVID-19 protocol on Monday and then Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour being fined $25,000 by the NHL a few hours 
before game time Tuesday. 

It has been that kind of stretch for Carolina -- futile and frustrating. 

“At the start of the year everything seemed to go in for us,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Right now nothing is going in. But considering the guys we had out 
and the guys we had come in I thought it was a great game overall.” 

It didn’t help that the NHL scheduled the Canes for a six-game road trip, 
one home game, a game in Dallas and then two home games. But NHL 
scheduling often is puzzling, 

Nor did it help the Canes catching the Stars on an uptick. Dallas has won 
five in a row and six straight games at home, and played with that kind of 
confidence Tuesday against a team that brought a 9-2-1 road record into 
the game. 

Holtby did. The Stars goalie, playing his 500th career game, bested 
Andersen in the duel of the veterans. Holtby and the Canes tangled often 
when Holtby was with the Caps, most memorably in the 2019 Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

Hintz and forward Joe Pavelski did the damage offensively for the Stars 
(11-7-2), Hintz scoring early in the game off his own rebund and again in 
the second period for a 2-0 lead as Pavelski earned assists on both 
goals. 

Pavelski scored midway through the third for a 3-0 lead before 
Kotkaniemi’s goal with 3:33 left in regulation ended Holtby’s shutout bid. 
Kotkaniemi, who has goals in the past three games, fought for the puck 
in front of the crease and punched it past Holtby. 

“Tonight we created enough chances to win a game and that’s what you 
want,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. “And obviously you have to learn 
how to defend and not give up Grade-A’s. It was too many easy Grade-A 
goals that they got. Giving up those freebies were what hurt us tonight.” 

The Canes (15-5-1), who outshot the Stars 40-17, couldn’t blame the 
loss Tuesday on replacing Pesce and DeAngelo with defensemen Max 
Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield, recalled Monday from the Chicago Wolves of 
the AHL. Both had solid games, given the situation, and Chatfield had a 
team-high five hits. 

“They played really well,” Staal said. “It’s not easy to do and they made it 
look easy. Both skate well and understand the game and move the puck 
quick.” 

The Canes power play was affected -- to a degree -- by the loss of 
DeAngelo and Pesce, who each quarterback power-play units. 
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Brind’Amour tried five forwards on one unit, only to give up two 
shorthanded chances to the Stars on the Canes’ first power play. 

The Canes’ power play was struggling before COVID-19 struck and was 
0-3 Tuesday. Carolina now has gone seven games without a power-play 
score and not generating that many good scoring chances as the Canes’ 
five-on-five play has been more dangerous and efficient much of the 
season. 

“I’m not sure what more we can do,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got to get 
sharper on the power play obviously. But overall game, that might be our 
best game of the year. We only give up 17 shots. It’s all about what 
you’re giving up. 

“We’re getting our chances. They’re going to start going in. Overall I was 
really happy with the way we played the game but we’ve got to find a way 
to get the puck in the net.” 

Hintz scored his first at 1:13 of the first period. Getting off a shot from the 
left circle, Hintz worked his way around defenseman Jaccob Slavin and 
through some traffic in the slot to grab the puck and elevate it past 
Andersen. 

The second Hintz goal came after the Stars won a battle for the puck at 
the Canes blue line. That set up a two-on-one that had Pavelski set up 
Hintz , who now has 10 goals for the season. 

Brind’Amour was fined for what the NHL called inappropriate conduct 
during Sunday’s game at PNC Arena. 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour fined $25,000 by NHL for 
inappropriate game conduct 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED DECEMBER 01, 2021 12:13 AM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has been fined $25,000 for 
inappropriate conduct during Sunday’s game against the Washington 
Capitals at PNC Arena, the NHL announced Tuesday. 

Brind’Amour was livid late in the game after a slashing call against Canes 
center Sebastian Aho. Following a holding penalty against the Canes’ 
Seth Jarvis, the slashing call gave the Caps 90 seconds of a 5-on-3 
advantage and had Brind’Amour yelling at the referees. 

Washington did not score with the two-man advantage but moments later 
Dmitry Orlov’s power-play goal gave the Caps a 3-2 lead. Washington 
won 4-2 to move into solo first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Aho’s slashing call was made after he broke the stick of the Caps’ 
Aliaksei Protas along the boards near the Carolina bench. The Caps’ 
Alex Ovechkin quickly raised an arm, as if asking for a call, before the 
referee had raised his arm to signal the penalty. 

Brind’Amour was calm during his postgame comments, saying the Aho 
penalty was a correct call and adding, “It’s a tough way to end a game. ... 
It’s unfortunate. What are you going to do? ... It was a great game and it 
ends like that. They kind of took it out of our hands, but it is what it is.” 

Brind’Amour said Tuesday night that he was “shocked” to be fined. 

“What are you going to do? You know I can’t say anything now,” 
Brind’Amour said after the Canes’ 4-1 loss to Dallas. “I took the job 
thinking you could be yourself, thinking you could tell you guys what I 
really feel in a game or about a game, and now you clearly can’t. So, 
there you go.” 

Canes captain Jordan Staal did not comment on the fine but said he 
admires and appreciates the fire and passion of his head coach. 

“It’s an emotional game and obviously Roddy is one of those guys who 
wants it more than anything,” Staal said. “Sometimes, your emotions get 
the best of you. It’s hard for him standing behind the bench. I’m sure he’d 
like to be out there on the ice. It’s one thing he can do to get involved and 
obviously according to the NHL he crossed the line. But it’s our job to not 
think about the refs and go out and play.” 

Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 in August 2020 for criticizing the 
officiating during a double-overtime loss to the Boston Bruins in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The fine money is turned over to the NHL Foundation. 
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Ten things we’ve learned through 20 games as the Canes reach the NHL 
quarter pole 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER NOVEMBER 30, 2021 5:00 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are 20 games into the 2021-22 season and the 
record is 15-4-1. They won their first nine games, giving them a nice 
points cushion, and recently added nine points on the six-game road trip 
that ended Friday in Philadelphia. 

Here are 10 things we’ve learned about the Canes in those first 20 
games: 

COVID STILL A THREAT 

What’s the old saying, it ain’t over ‘til it’s over? That applies to the 
pandemic. The Canes, like everyone else in the league, must remain 
vigilant in protecting themselves, and their teammates and coaches, 
against COVID-19 and its variants. 

The news Monday wasn’t good for the Canes: defensemen Brett Pesce 
and Tony DeAngelo being placed in the COVID protocol. That came after 
Ethan Bear, off to a good start with the Canes and playing in the top D 
pairing with Jaccob Slavin, contracted coronavirus on the recent road 
trip. 

AHO STILL GETTING BETTER 

Canes center Seabastian Aho is becoming one of the NHL’s most 
complete players and the consummate pro. There are few weak links in 
his game. Once spotty on draws, for example, he has been winning more 
than 55 percent of his faceoffs this season. 

Twenty-nine teams passed on Aho in the 2015 NHL Draft and the Canes 
passed on him in the first round. He now wears a letter as an alternate 
captain, has developed into a quiet leader and remains their leading 
scorer. And he still burns to be better. 

SVECHNIKOV STILL STREAKY 

The talk last season was about Andrei Svechnikov feeling the pressure to 
perform with a big contract in the offing, resulting in offensive 
inconsistency. The power forward got the big contract, then began this 
season by scoring seven goals in the first seven games, as if a weight 
was off his broad shoulders. 

But Svehcnikov then went 11 consecutive games without a goal, ending 
the drought Friday against the Flyers. Some would point out he had eight 
assists in those 11 games, but the Canes aren’t paying him $7.75 million 
a year for assists. 
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POWER PLAY NEEDS WORK 

The skill and the personnel is there and there was early season success 
but Carolina has tailed off to 13th in the NHL in power-play percentage 
(19..4) through Sunday’s games. Opposing teams seems to be figuring 
them out -- six straight games, and 14 power plays, without a goal for 
Carolina. 

Brind’Amour would say it’s still a work-in-progress. Rookie Seth Jarvis 
has been added to the mix at times, and odds are Jesperi Kotkaniemi will 
be more involved on the power play. 

JARVIS IS A KEEPER 

Once in the lineup, Jarvis has made a rapid ascent and had an impact. 
He has the speed and stick-handling skills to break down defenses and is 
pretty fearless despite a lack of size. 

Jarvis, a first-round draft pick by Carolina in 2020, is still learning. He 
allowed Caps defenseman Nick Jensen to speed up ice ahead of him 
late in the third period Sunday and was forced to grab Jensen from 
behind and take a penalty. That soon became a 5-on-3 for Washington, 
soon became a power-play score for the Caps. But Jarvis is a fast 
learner. 

KOTKANIEMI IN THE RIGHT SPOT 

Moving Kotkaniemi from wing to center has been the right move. He’s 
well-placed, for now, centering the fourth line. He had a goal and assist 
Friday against the Flyers, then scored against the Caps to start the 
Canes’ third-period rally. 

“It’s a little more natural for me,” Kotkaniemi said after the Flyers game. “I 
think overall I’m getting the system of the game a little bit better here. I’m 
getting used to it. I like that you’re a little more involved in the game.” 

STOPPING THE PUCK 

There was second-guessing when the Canes let goalies Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer both leave in free agency, and even more when Carolina 
traded Alex Nedeljkovic, a Calder Trophy finalist last season, to Detroit. 
Talk about starting over. 

But Frederik Andersen has thrived, again, as a No. 1 goalie once out of 
the Toronto cauldron. Antti Raanta, if he can stay healthy, should be a 
good complement in net and likely will win some big games. He’s 
capable of doing it. 

CANES CASHING IN ON TONY D 

Investing in DeAngelo looked questionable by the Canes. Dougie 
Hamilton was gone and the Canes had a big offensive void to fill on the 
back end. What about DeAngelo for one year and $1 million? 

Yes, his mouth and temper had gotten him in trouble in the past. Yes, 
many Canes fans were shocked and dismayed by his signing and let it 
be known. DeAngelo’s offensive skills are apparent and needed by 
Carolina -- four goals and 15 assists, his 19 points fifth among NHL 
defensemen. The question: can he get through the season incident-free? 
Another: how much will he be affected by COVID? 

BRIND’AMOUR ALL COACH 

As a Canes assistant coach, Brind’Amour often seemed more like a 
player-turned-coach than a coach. He even asked media folks to call him 
“Rod” and not “coach,” saying he was more comfortable with that. 

Brind’Amour is all coach now, and a Jack Adams Award winner. He talks 
like a coach, handles the media like a coach. And no lack of passion. Or 
maybe you missed him Sunday at PNC Arena his face twisted in anger, 
as he fought for his team after some late penalties. 

CANES CAN CONTEND 

Finally, the Hurricanes have shown they’re good enough, well-rounded 
enough to make a run at the Metro Division title and a Stanley Cup 

championship. They have the skill, defense and goaltending, plus the 
system, structure and depth, to get where they want to go this season. 

The players talk about Brind’Amour having the Canes play a “stress 
game” and the pressure is constant. The goaltending must remain 
consistent. It’s a long season, with potential injuries and now the COVID-
19 situation. So much has to go right. A lot has already. 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour fined $25,000 for ‘inappropriate 
conduct’ — but what happened? 

 

By Sara Civian Dec 1, 2021  

 

What did Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour actually say? 

I’ve been asking myself and everyone I know that question today, 
because surely Brind’Amour did something more than what the league 
described as “inappropriate conduct” during the Hurricanes-Capitals 
game Sunday to warrant a $25,000 fine. Brind’Amour was visibly heated 
late in a 2-2 third period, when a slashing call on Sebastian Aho 
combined with a holding call against Seth Jarvis gave the Capitals a 90-
second five-on-three. 

Brind’Amour was definitely furious about the call at the time, but it was 
also a playoff-like situation that had him in a fury in general. He voiced all 
of the above to officials Dan O’Rourke and Brandon Blandina. Maybe it 
was the heat of the moment, maybe it was the fact that the officials had 
been calling the game loosely until that point, maybe it was the fact that 
the Capitals were offside to begin with — and that if the officials had seen 
that this penalty, it wouldn’t have been called in the first place. 

Whatever it was, Brind’Amour was mad. 

I’M TOLD THIS IS THE “INAPPROPRIATE CONDUCT” FOR WHICH 
#CANES COACH ROD BRIND’AMOUR WAS FINED $25,000 TODAY 
BY #NHL. @DAILYFACEOFF PIC.TWITTER.COM/NKHGHYGSCZ 

— FRANK SERAVALLI (@FRANK_SERAVALLI) NOVEMBER 30, 2021 

Then the Canes lost 3-2, and Brind’Amour was less mad. He had pretty 
much let it go by the time postgame interviews came around. 

“The first (Jarvis) penalty is a penalty, for sure,” he said. “We blew our 
coverage there. We didn’t do any of that in the whole period, and then all 
of a sudden we take a breath. And that’s what they do to you. We give up 
a breakaway and take a penalty. And then the (Aho penalty), I get it. But 
that’s a tough call when you’re down one. It’s a nothing play. We actually 
have the puck. We’re getting it. I get it, why they call those. But it kind of 
felt like their guy called it. He kind of gave the yell at the ref, and then 
they decide to call it. It is what it is. That’s a penalty, so you can’t do it. 
That’s your game. That’s the frustrating part for everybody. It was a great 
game, and it ends like that. They kind of took it out of our hands. It is 
what it is.” 

The officials had also let it go. Multiple sources, including the NHL, 
confirmed to The Athletic that the officials did not file a postgame report 
to the league. These reports are the usual protocol when an official takes 
issue with an in-game happening. 

“I’ve seen a lot worse that hasn’t been fined,” one former NHL referee 
told The Athletic. “I always got along with (Brind’Amour). He gets worked 
up like most coaches, but he’s never over the top. Maybe the league has 
warned him (about on-the-bench behavior) before. I really don’t know. 
But I don’t think this is the officials.” 
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Brind’Amour is considered a “repeat offender” after he was fined $25,000 
in August 2020 for criticizing the officiating during a double-overtime loss 
to the Bruins in the Stanley Cup playoffs. He was put on “probation” for 
that, but what does that even mean? When does it end? 

“There’s no such real thing as probation,” a source with the league told 
The Athletic. “The most recent time he was fined, he was given a fine 
and a conditional fine. A conditional fine was going to be collected in a 
certain amount of time (under probation), but he’s outside that window. 
So he didn’t end up forfeiting the conditional fine. But unlike player 
safety, where you get 18 months and you’re considered a repeat 
offender, there’s no such thing with coaches.” 

The Athletic obtained a league memo general managers received Oct. 18 
with updated “rules” and “warnings,” if you will. A few of the highlights: 

• “All General Managers and Coaches are hereby put on notice that, 
effective immediately, all such public comments and demeaning displays 
that are critical of officiating, video replay and supplemental discipline 
specifically, and, more generally the League and the game, will result in 
an automatic fine of not less than $25,000.” 

• “Any subsequent violations by a Head Coach or General Manager 
during the 2021-22 Regular Season and Stanley Cup Playoffs will result 
in a doubling of the fine. This should be considered everyone’s warning.” 

• “Colin Campbell also notes that if there are any disagreements, he, 
Mike Murphy, Stephen Walkom and George Parros are available if 
anyone wants to discuss anything.” 

I asked a source with the league what happened to go from point A to 
point C, where there’s suddenly a $25,000 fine on Brind’Amour, knowing 
the officials didn’t file a report. Was a secret report filed? Was the fine 
just because the moment was captured on TV? 

“Yeah, but they see everything,” the source said. “That’s not really a 
(specific reason).” 

So what pushed this over the edge, then? Was it Brind’Amour’s 
demeanor? He has a scary look in the clip, but Peter Laviolette was also 
lashing at times during the game, and it didn’t make the broadcast. 

“You know what,” the source said, “I do not know the answer to that. You 
would have to ask Coli.” 

The Athletic is attempting to do just that, but until that happens, let’s just 
say: Yes, if you’re playing by these rules, of course what Brind’Amour did 
could qualify as a $25,000 fine. But why are we playing by these rules? 
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GARRIOCH: The Ottawa Senators look forward to turning the page to 
December 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Nov 30, 2021 

 

New Ottawa Senator Adam Gaudette, seen skating at practice on 
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021, says he's excited to be back at centre, where 
he's most comfortable. 

The Ottawa Senators are ready to turn the page. 

Refreshed and ready after a couple of days to lick their wounds following 
a winless four-game road trip through the Western Conference, the 
Senators were back on the ice Tuesday for an hour-long skate as they 
prepare to the host the Vancouver Canucks on Wednesday night at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

Starting a stretch with five games in seven days, the Senators have their 
work cut out for them as they hit the 20-game mark of the season, and 
after a 1-10-1 record in November they need to put what happened 
behind them to try to get back on track as the calendar turns to 
December. 

On top of all the losing and the struggles to keep the puck out of their net, 
the Senators ended up with 10 players and associate coach Jack 
Capauano in COVID-19 protocol. 

“I don’t know why there’d be any reason to remember the month of 
November, everyone’s done with it,” coach D.J. Smith said. “It’s as tough 
a month as any player, staff, management or ownership has dealt with all 
the loss, the COVID-19, the injuries and everything that’s happened. 

“We’re done with it and we can’t be happier to move on to December. 
When we looked at December in the summer, we thought it was going to 
be our toughest month with the teams we’re playing. If you look at our 
schedule, the teams that we’re playing over this month are the toughest 
and there’s no better way to get yourself back feeling good, and that’s to 
beat a good team. 

“We’ve got to play better and we’ve got to find a way to beat a good team 
to feel good about ourselves.” 

The Senators were greeted by a couple of fresh faces for this one. 

Winger Drake Batherson, the club’s leading scorer, was the last player 
taken out of COVID-19 protocol Tuesday and he’ll be in the lineup 
against the Canucks along with newly acquired centre Adam Gaudette. 
He was picked up on waivers from the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday. 

He skated on a line Tuesday with Alex Formenton on the left and Zach 
Sanford on the right. Though he was used as a winger in Chicago, 
Gaudette is more comfortable in the middle and understands his role. 

“I’ve played centre my whole life and I’m excited to be back where I’m 
most comfortable,” Gaudette said. “I don’t mind playing the wing, and I’ll 
play anywhere I need to play, but I think I’m more of a natural centre. I’ve 
been working on my faceoffs because I haven’t been able to take too 
many this year. 

“I feel like I’ve improved on those in the past year so I’m excited to get 
into games and get that part of my game going.” 

The Senators need help in the middle big time. Centres Shane Pinto and 
Colin White are both pretty much done for the season after having 
shoulder surgery. The club has Clark Bishop in the system, but he’s in 
Belleville after missing the first two months of the season with an ankle 
injury. 

General manager Pierre Dorion is looking for solutions, which is why the 
club made a deal with the San Jose Sharks for Dylan Gambrell last 
month and picked up Gaudette, 25, on the weekend. 

The Senators are searching for answers and trying to make a trade has 
proved to be difficult so it’s worth it to give Gaudette a shot. He’s had 
success in the past. 

“That’s why we keep trying this: Gambrell, Gaudette, (Logan) Shaw, 
we’ve gone through a bunch. It’s unforeseen that you’re going to lose 
your second and third centre early in the year,” Smith said. “It’s hard to 
replace guys in the middle of the year. No one is going to give up 
centres, especially guys that have played in the league. 

“We’re going to do everything we can to try to shore this up and win 
some games.” 

Gaudette brings 168 games of NHL experience. He has 23 goals and 58 
points during his career. He’d like to wind back the clock to the 2019-20 
campaign with the Canucks when he had 12 goals and 33 points in 59 
games. He will get a chance to help on the power play here as well. 

“My style of game is playing hard, playing fast and keeping my feet 
moving through the ice,” Gaudette said. “I bring a lot of energy to the 
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game and try to pass it along down the bench. I just want to try to make 
an effect. 

“I think one of my strong suits is shooting the puck. I like to shoot the 
puck and I feel like the past couple years I haven’t really gotten to show 
that attribute as much as I’d like. So every chance I get I’m going try to 
get a shot on goal and try to help produce. I think I can be solid in the 
defensive zone as well and I think I picked up my game this summer, 
compared to the past couple of years, and I’m excited to show it.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Biting incident a new one for Senators coach D.J. Smith 
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Ottawa Senators left-winger Brady Tkachuk (7) gets into a brawl with Los 
Angeles Kings left-winger Brendan Lemieux (48) and centre Blake Lizotte 
(46) in the third period of an NHL hockey game Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021, 
in Los Angeles. 

D.J. Smith has seen a lot in his hockey career. 

But the biting incident by Los Angeles Kings forward Brendan Lemieux 
on captan Brady Tkachuk Saturday at the Staples Center was a first for 
the Ottawa Senators coach. 

Lemieux received a match penalty for biting Tkachuk’s hand twice during 
a scrum in the club’s loss to the Kings. On Tuesday, it was announced 
that Lemieux had also received a five-game suspension. 

“I’ve never been bit and I’ve never bit anyone,” Smith said Tuesday. “A 
lot of the things that went on back in the day, that was just part of the 
game, and it’s a lot safer now. The players really respect each other and 
you don’t see stuff like this very often. It’s unfortunate, but the league will 
deal with it and we’ll move on.” 

Given the fact Tkachuk’s hand was bleeding, Smith wasn’t sure if 
Tkachuk required a tetanus shot to prevent any kind of infection as a 
result of the incident. 

“I don’t believe he did, but that’s a good question and I’ll have to ask the 
doctors or trainers,” Smith said. “I don’t believe he did, but if he did 
require it that would have been done already.” 

KILLING TIME 

Nobody was more caught off guard by Drake Batherson’s positive test for 
COVID-19 than the Senators winger. 

Tested the morning after scoring his first career hat trick in the club’s 6-3 
win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on Nov. 13, Batherson didn’t really 
think his positive test was actually a positive. 

“It was weird for sure,” Batherson said Tuesday. “I didn’t know what to 
think on Sunday when my first one was positive. I thought it would 
probably be the same as Saturday and my next one would be negative, 
but the second came back positive.” 

Batherson said he lost his sense of taste and smell three days after 
testing positive. He was allowed to resume skating Saturday while the 
Senators were in Los Angeles. 

“I brushed my teeth, couldn’t taste toothpaste, I went downstairs, poured 
a cup of coffee and it went down like a warm glass of water so I knew 
something was up,” Batherson said. 

He was able to skate the last four days, but couldn’t do much while stuck 
at home. 

“I had a tennis ball and a stick and a bike. I ordered a basketball net on 
Amazon so I was able to work on my jump shot,” Batherson said with a 
smile. “That’s about it, honestly.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS 

Adam Gaudette didn’t exactly walk into a room full of strangers when he 
joined the Senators. He’s close friends with injured Ottawa centre Colin 
White , has had a few college battles with Tkachuk and played with 
veteran blueliner Michael Del Zotto while with the Canucks. Plus, 
Gaudette knows Dylan Gambrell and Zach Sanford from the Boston 
area. “I grew up with Colin White and we played baseball and hockey 
together for as long as I can remember,” Gaudette said. “There’s a 
couple of familiar faces in here so it definitely makes the transition easier. 
It seems like a great group of guys in the locker room and I’m happy to 
be part of it.” … The Senators made a minor deal by sending forward 
Kole Sherwood to the Nashville organization in exchange for future 
considerations. The 24-year-old Sherwood had one goal and four points 
in 13 games with Belleville … TSN’s Ryan Rishaug reported Boston 
forward J ake DeBrusk  has asked for a trade. He was healthy scratch 
recently and the Bruins are trying to find the right fit if they’re going to 
make a move. Rishaug reported Tuesday as many as eight teams have 
called to express interest. Don’t know this as a certainty, but it wouldn’t 
be a surprise if the Senators were in that group because he’s 25 years 
old with upside. Sportsnet’s Nick Kypreos says the Edmonton Oilers, 
Calgary Flames, St. Louis Blues and Carolina Hurricanes are all in the 
mix. 

THE LAST WORDS 

Smith confirmed centre Shane Pinto had surgery on his shoulder last 
week. “He’s had surgery and he’ll be out for the foreseeable future,” 
Smith said. “He may come back for the last little bit of the season in late 
March or early April, but we’ll have to see. We’re hopeful he could come 
back, but he could be done for the year. We’re certainly not going to 
hurry him out.” … White was around the rink Friday and it’s the first time 
he’s been seen since he had surgery. “He’s not going to be back any 
time soon. What Whitey brings is he’s a huge influence in the room and 
he has an energy that we miss,” Smith said. “He’s joking around, he’s got 
a positive vibe and the guys really like him. We miss him on the ice at 
centre, but guys go through ups and downs in their careers. We were 
hoping this would be the year that he would kind of break out of it.” … 
Ottawa prospects Jake Sanderson and Tyler Kleven were among 10 
defencemen invited to the U.S. world junior team evaluation camp that 
will take place Dec. 12 in Plymouth, Mich. Sanderson and Kleven are 
both at the University of North Dakota and both have the chance to make 
an impact during the holiday season. Some believe Sanderson has a 
chance to be the captain of Team USA … The Senators will be collecting 
toys for CTV and Move 100’s Toy Mountain at the game against the 
Canucks. New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at the Senators store 
until puck drop. 
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HO, HO, HO, BRADY, BRADY: With Christmas around the corner, Mary 
Shaw sent Brady, Brady on a search for Santa 

 

Bruce Garrioch 
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As the calendar turns to December, the plans for the holiday season will 
ramp up and kids will be waiting with the anticipation for a visit from 
Santa Claus to their homes on Christmas Eve. 

And, this year , Brady, Brady and the Santa Search will be going for a 
skate through the holiday season. 

Mary Shaw, the co-creator of the Brady, Brady series with illustrator 
Chuck Temple, is proud of the work they’ve been able to do with the 
series of children’s books since the first one was released in 2001 but as 
the 16th cover  hits the shelf this holiday season this one is special. 

Shaw, the wife of former Senators’ captain and Vancouver Canucks 
assistant Brad Shaw, has always wanted to give Brady, Brady something 
to celebrate over the holiday season so this one just felt like a perfect fit. 

“I’ve always wanted to do a Christmas book. Every time I walk in to a 
store at Christmas I’m always like, “We’ve got to have a Brady, Brady 
Christmas book’,” Shaw said from her Vancouver home as the Canucks 
face the Senators Wednesday at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

Shaw and Temple  

Published the first Brady, Brady book in 2001 and they’ve been 
producing great work since. Shaw started the series because all her son 
Brady wanted to do at the time was play, watch and talk hockey which 
was fine, except he also needed an education to fall back on. 

You know, reading, writing and arithmetic so Shaw leaned heavily on her 
experiences as a hockey parent. 

The first one  

Published was Brady, Brady and the Great Rink . 

“I wrote the first book because I wanted to remind parents that this is a 
game,” Shaw said. “I wanted them to play it for fun, enjoy your 
teammates, love getting out there on the rink. It was a huge message to 
parents more than children. 

“I couldn’t get him to read. All he cared about was hockey. I just felt like 
there weren’t many hockey books at the time so I thought I’m going to 
write books for my son, who solely think about hockey and sports,” she 
added. 

Since then, it’s grown into a labour of love for Shaw and Temple. They 
signed a deal with Toronto-based publisher Scholastic Canada a couple 
of years ago and their books have become a big part of the education 
system in this country. 

Teachers are always looking for something interesting and fun for their 
classrooms and Brady, Brady brings several elements. He’s cute, he’s 
smart, he’s always wearing a smile, he’s a kid who loves adventures and, 
in the end, he always does the right thing which helps teach children to 
learn how to treat people. 

Shaw has used her experiences along a well-travelled hockey path to 
branch Brady, Brady away from the arena. During the eight years she 
spent in St. Louis while Brad was with the Blues, Shaw wrote a couple of 
baseball books because of the emergence of Major-League Baseball’s 
Cardinals. 

When the family of five _ including daughters Taylore and Caroline _ 
arrived in Columbus, the home of college football’s Ohio State Buckeyes 
it only felt right to pen Brady, Brady and Cranky Kicker. 

That’s thing about the Brady, Brady is he’s a kid for all seasons that loves 
all sports. 

It was three hockey playing boys across the street in Columbus that 
helped Shaw craft the title for Brady , Brady and The Santa Search . The 
premise is that Brady, Brady forgot to write Santa in the rush before 
Christmas, thinks he sees him in the stands at his game and then goes 
on a hunt to find him with his teammates. 

“It was supposed to come out last Christmas but because of COVID-19 it 
got put off. I was upset because I’ve always wanted to put out a 
Christmas book but it kind of worked out better that it’s coming out this 
year,” said Shaw. 

The good news is you can’t find Brady, Brady on a kindle or download it 
to the iPad because the books are printed in hard and soft covers. It 
moves  kids way from the electronic even if it’s just for a few moments. 

“You go in restaurants and you see kid’s playing on their iPhone,” said 
Shaw.  “The three little guys across the street, every Christmas and 
birthday, I’d get them books. I said, ‘Nope, I’m not getting you guys 
computer games or toys, you’ve got enough of those, here’s a book’.” 

The real Brady is grown up, but at 29-years-old he loves the game and is 
playing overseas in Austria this season. Hockey has allowed the 
University of Vermont graduate to see the world and he’ll keep playing as 
long as there’s an opportunity. 

And, yes, he’s had many teammates through his travels who read the 
books and say, ‘You’re Brady, Brady?” 

The great thing about Brady, Brady is he never gets old and that’s why 
kids enjoy him. 
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Murray adopts positive outlook on his new world with Belleville Senators 

 

Ken Warren 

Publishing date:Nov 30, 2021 

 

Goaltender Matt Murray. 

Before hitting the road for the first time with the Belleville Senators on 
Tuesday, Ottawa Senators goaltender Matt Murray opened up about the 
whirlwind of his life in the past week. 

After passing on interview requests from Postmedia in Belleville in 
Monday, Murray appeared and sounded in an upbeat mood in a 
conversation that involved The Athletic and Belleville reporters. 

In his appearances in front of the media since joining the Senators — all 
but a few conducted via Zoom — Murray has talked plenty about 
maintaining a big-picture perspective on his play and life in general. 

That hasn’t changed, even after being placed on waivers last weekend 
and having the NHL’s other 31 teams take a pass. 

As he was preparing to board the Belleville team bus for the club’s four-
hour ride to Utica for a game Wednesday night, he was talking positively. 

“I’m doing well,” Murray said in the interview, which has been posted on 
the Belleville Senators website. “I’m thankful where it’s close enough that 
I can drive home (to Ottawa) on most practice days.” 

For the time being, anyway, Murray’s wife and daughter will remain in 
Ottawa while the goaltender works to re-discover his form in the AHL. 

He hasn’t talked with Senators general manager Pierre Dorion in the past 
week and says the Senators have given him no indication of how long he 
could be playing with Belleville. 

With an 0-5-0 record this season and a 10-18-1 mark so far in his 
Senators career, he needs to find something in the AHL to kick-start his 
career in Ottawa. Murray is making $6 million this season. Following the 
2021-22 season, he has two years and $15 million remaining, with an 
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annual salary cap hit of $6.25 million, meaning it’s possible he could be 
bought of his contract. 

Murray last played in the Senators 6-3 loss to the San Jose Sharks on 
Nov. 24 and he acknowledged some “confusion” about the sequence of 
events that have landed him back in the AHL. 

He didn’t dress in the Senators Nov. 26 game against the Anaheim 
Ducks and was informed by coach D.J. Smith post game that he was 
being placed on waivers. When he cleared, assistant general manager 
Peter MacTavish broke the news. 

“They said it was a management decision, that’s about all I got, so I’m 
down here and I’m going to try and make the most of my time here,” said 
Murray, who flew back to Ottawa before the end of the Senators road 
trip. 

His thoughts on the club’s decision? “Confusion, honestly, was the main 
one. But at the end of the day, I thought about what I wanted to get out of 
it. I’m here (in Belleville) to make the most of it and keep my eye on the 
prize and eventually get up there as soon as possible.” 

Murray’s season began on the wrong foot when he missed the opener 
after coming down with the flu. When he did get back into the net, he 
struggled. He appeared on the verge of a victory against the New York 
Rangers on Oct. 23 before being knocked out of the game when Chris 
Kreider’s knee hit him in the head, sidelining him yet again. 

In early November, Murray was then part of the Senators group of 10 that 
tested positive for Covid-19. 

“It hit me relatively hard,” said Murray, who couldn’t work out for six days 
and was off the ice for 10 days. 

After coming out of Covid-19, his only game was against the Sharks, 
where he allowed four goals on 27 shots. 

Following that game, Senators coach D.J. Smith was outspoken about 
the need for a goaltender to step up and win a game for the young team. 

On Tuesday, Murray was asked if he has been held up as “scapegoat” 
for the struggles of the Senators, last in the NHL with a 4-14-1 record. 

“I do, yeah…I also think that’s part of what you sign up for as a goalie…I 
think that comes with the territory,” he said. 

“I think, obviously, I haven’t been good enough to win. I don’t think I’ve 
been bad, but I haven’t been good enough to win and that’s what it’s 
about at the NHL level.” 

As for when Murray will first take the net in the AHL, Belleville coach Troy 
Mann told Postmedia he will talk with both Murray and Senators 
management before a decision is made. 

Murray praised Belleville for its professionalism, including all the 
communication he has received from Mann. He also has a strong 
relationship with Belleville goaltending coach Justin Peters and says he’s 
looking forward to working alongside goaltending prospect Mads 
Sogaard. 

“It’s frustrating to deal with in the short term, but when I think big picture, 
those feelings kind of even out and I want to stay focussed on one day at 
a time,” he said, also thanking those closest to him for their support. 
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Senators’ Matt Murray says he feels scapegoated for Ottawa’s struggles, 
opens up on AHL demotion 

 

By Ian Mendes  

Nov 30, 2021   

 

The first drill during the Belleville Senators practice on Tuesday required 
two nets to be placed in the same zone for a modified game of two-on-
two hockey. When that concluded, one of the nets needed to be taken 
back to the opposite end of the arena to start the full ice portion of the 
practice. 

It would seem like a menial task well below the pay grade of a $6.25 
million goalie, but Matt Murray happily pushed the net across 180 feet of 
ice to its final resting place in the opposing crease. 

The gesture seemed to perfectly encapsulate the fact that Murray is 
taking his sudden and surprising demotion to the AHL with the proper 
attitude. 

“These last few days have been a blast. These guys have been great,” 
Murray said following the practice. “I’m just here to make the most of it.” 

At one point during Tuesday’s session, Murray made a desperation stick 
save moving from his left to right on a two-on-one drill, which drew loud 
cheers from his new AHL teammates. 

“I think his demeanour and attitude has been great,” added Belleville 
head coach Troy Mann. “He’s been very professional. So hopefully we 
can be a little piece of the puzzle here.” 

In his first interview since he was placed on waivers on the weekend, 
Murray appeared upbeat, outgoing and positive while speaking in the 
hallway outside of the Belleville Senators home dressing room at the 
CAA Arena. He wore a backward Belleville Senators ball cap — already 
emblazoned with his No. 30 on it — a relaxed look that belied his true 
feelings under the surface. 

Beneath that calm, outer shell, it was clear the two-time Stanley Cup 
winning goalie was not particularly pleased with the way things unfolded 
last week when the Senators placed him on waivers on Friday. And as 
for how things are going to play out in the future, Murray seems equally 
confused about the potential plan. 

When asked about how long this minor league stint could last, the 
netminder said he’s completely in the dark about what to expect in the 
weeks ahead. 

“That’s not a question for me. That’s up to the management and whoever 
else. It hasn’t really been communicated to me what the plan is,” said 
Murray. 

This could easily change with a phone call involving Senators general 
manager Pierre Dorion and goalie coach Zac Bierk, which could happen 
at some point this week. But Murray says he hasn’t had any 
communication with Dorion since the Senators informed him he was 
being placed on waivers after Friday’s matinee game in Anaheim. The 
general manager and head coach D.J. Smith were in the room to inform 
Murray of their decision to demote him to Belleville, but the goaltender 
didn’t sound particularly satisfied with the rationale he was given. 

“They just called me in and said they’re going to put me on waivers with 
the intention to send me to Belleville,” said Murray. “They said it was a 
management decision. That’s about all I got.” 

It was a stunning development, considering the Senators inked Murray to 
a four-year, $25 million contract last fall. He’s only appeared in 33 games 
for Ottawa — including just six this season — so a demotion felt like an 
inflammatory move considering the small sample size of Murray’s work 
with the Senators. 

But Ottawa’s season has been careening off a cliff in recent weeks, with 
the club dropping 10 of its previous 11 contests. They currently sit in 
32nd place in the NHL standings and with pressure mounting, the club 
opted for the drastic route of demoting the goalie they tabbed to be their 
No. 1 netminder for the foreseeable future. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 1, 2021 

 

Asked if he felt like he was being targeted as the scapegoat for Ottawa’s 
early-season problems, Murray started with a direct and blunt response. 

“I do. Yeah,” he said. “But I also think that’s part of what you sign up for 
as a goalie. I think it comes with the territory.” 

During the course of Tuesday’s interview, the 27-year-old Murray wanted 
to make it clear that he takes some ownership for his subpar start. He is 
winless in six appearances this season, with a .890 save percentage and 
a 3.26 goals-against average — metrics that are hard to justify starting 
time in the NHL, especially for a netminder carrying a $6.25 million cap 
hit. 

“Obviously, I haven’t been good enough to win. I don’t think I’ve been 
bad, but I haven’t been good enough to win,” explained Murray. “And 
that’s what it’s about at the NHL level.” 

But Murray simultaneously believes there are a series of mitigating 
factors for his performance, with both illness and injury playing a 
significant role in his recent struggles. 

This season has gotten off to a bizarre and uneven start for Murray, 
where the netminder has failed to get any rhythm or traction. He missed 
the opening-night assignment with a cold and flu. But he bounced back to 
look solid in his first two starts of the season, stopping 44 of the first 47 
shots he faced for a sparkling .936 save percentage. He was less than 
six minutes away from posting a victory in that second start against the 
New York Rangers when forward Chris Kreider accidentally kneed 
Murray in the head while cutting across the crease. 

Murray was sidelined with neck injury for eight days and struggled when 
he came back. But he did look sharp in stopping 33 of 36 shots in a 
November 9 loss in Boston, giving some promise to the fact his game 
had rebounded. 

Two days later, however, Murray was placed into COVID-19 protocol and 
on Tuesday he confirmed that he did test positive for the virus and 
experienced symptoms. 

“It hit me relatively hard,” Murray says of his brush with COVID-19. He 
was off the ice for 10 consecutive days and didn’t have the energy to do 
a simple, off-ice workout for a full week. Prior to the season, Murray 
boasted about adding 12 extra pounds to his relatively slight frame, but 
he says he lost all of that weight during his COVID-19 episode. He said 
he was able to rapidly put the weight back on, but it’s clear that his battle 
with COVID took a significant physical toll on his body. 

When he was cleared to re-join the team on November 21, Murray only 
had one full practice with the team before starting last Wednesday’s 
game in San Jose. 

He surrendered four goals on 27 shots in that loss and was made a 
surprising healthy scratch for the next game in Anaheim, as the club 
opted to dress Anton Forsberg and Filip Gustavsson instead. It was after 
that contest, he was informed of his demotion to Belleville via the waiver 
process. 

It’s safe to assume Murray figured he would get a little more runway to 
recover from his COVID-19 bout. A two-week conditioning stint in 
Belleville would have been far more palatable than the nuclear option of 
putting him through waivers and publicly embarrassing the netminder. 

There was also the added strangeness of this news occurring during a 
West Coast road trip. Monumental decisions like this one often occur 
when an NHL team is at home, so this one created an added logistical 
wrinkle. Rather than fly back home on the team charter — which might 
have been awkward for Murray given his impending demotion — he 
opted to arrange his own flight home from Los Angeles to Ottawa on 
Saturday. 

He was asked what emotion was going through his mind as he sat alone 
on that cross-continent flight, knowing that his professional career had 
just taken a sharp and unexpected turn. 

“At that point? Just confusion, honestly was the main one,” said Murray. 
“A lot of confusion.” 

Murray says his phone has been bombarded with supportive texts from 
friends, family and fellow players from around the league. It’s helped him 
remain grounded and positive during this unexpectedly tumultuous 
chapter that he never anticipated. 

“It’s obviously frustrating to deal with in the short term, but when I think 
big picture, those feelings kind of even out,” Murray says. “I think 
perspective is a big one. Thinking big picture.” 

If there is a silver lining to his demotion, it’s that Murray can still make 
frequent trips to his home in Ottawa to visit with his wife and infant 
daughter. If Belleville is practicing at home on a non-game day, Murray’s 
plan is to make the two-hour drive to Ottawa around noon so that he can 
spend the afternoon and early evening with his family. He’ll then return to 
his Belleville hotel room for the night. 

“It’s only about 100 miles, so I can get home in a couple of hours and see 
the family on most days. So, that’s a huge help,” says Murray. 

Murray will now be under the tutelage of his third goalie coach in the 
Senators system with Belleville’s Justin Peters. Last season, he started 
with Pierre Groulx in Ottawa, before Groulx was fired and replaced with 
Bierk midway through the campaign. At the start of Tuesday’s practice, 
Peters had an extended conversation with Murray and the goalie coach 
was seen dropping to his knees in the butterfly position on multiple 
occasions as they appeared to be talking about positioning. Murray says 
he’s known Peters since he was a teenager and is very comfortable 
working alongside the former NHL netminder. 

The playing rotation for Murray and Mads Sogaard has not been 
determined, but there is a chance Murray could make his Belleville debut 
as early as Wednesday night in Utica. The soon-to-be 21-year-old 
Sogaard has been solid for Belleville in nine games this season, posting 
a 6-3-0 record and a .913 save percentage. Murray does not want to 
disrupt Sogaard’s rhythm and wants to offer guidance to his young 
goaltending partner. 

“He’s in a similar situation to where I was coming up through the 
American League. He’s a great kid, he works his butt off. He’s polite and 
a nice kid,” said Murray. “I just hope to bring whatever value I can to 
him.” 

When asked if he needs to work on the technical or mental side of his 
game with Peters in Belleville, Murray paused for a brief moment before 
giving a genuine response that seemed to capture the fine line between 
being a winning and losing goalie at the professional level. 

“That’s a good question. I don’t know if I can exactly answer that 
specifically,” said Murray. “I don’t even think it’s about that. Like I said, I 
don’t think I’ve been bad this year by any stretch. But I just haven’t been 
good enough to get wins and that’s what it’s about. It’s like an inch away 
type of thing, you know what I mean?” 
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Down Goes Brown: Canadiens, Senators or the Canucks? Which team is 
the most miserable in Canada? 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Nov 30, 2021  
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There are seven NHL teams in Canada. Four of them are good, and in a 
few cases maybe even very good. The Oilers, Flames, Jets and Leafs 
are a combined 54-23-10, with all four holding down playoff spots. 

The country’s other three teams are, um, not doing that. We truly are a 
divided nation. 

The Vancouver Canucks, Montreal Canadiens and Ottawa Senators are 
locked in a furious battle to be the country’s most embarrassing team. 
The Habs have already wiped out their front office, the Canucks seem to 
be perpetually on the verge of something similar, and the Senators are 
somehow worse than both of them. It’s not going great. 

But which team is the country’s worst story? That’s up for debate, which 
is where we come in. With the Canucks beating the Habs last night and 
facing the Senators tomorrow, now seems like a good time to break 
down the highs and lows of the three teams in all the key categories, and 
see where this leads us. How bad can it get? And which team takes the 
crown as the worst of the worst? 

History 

We can’t tell the story of the present without laying the foundation of the 
past. Who’s had it worse over the decades? 

Senators: The modern version of the team started with a five-year stretch 
where they were considered the worst expansion team ever — not just in 
hockey, but any sport at all. More recently, they’ve been terrible on the 
ice and often bizarre off of it. But in between, there was a stretch where 
they were consistently very good, including one trip to the Final in 2007. 
There was also a team with the same name that won Stanley Cups a 
hundred years ago, which it goes without saying does not count. 

Canucks: It’s been over a half a century with no championships, although 
they’ve had several near-misses including seven-game heartbreaks in 
1994 and 2011. That makes them the only Cup-less franchise in the 
history of the league that’s lost a Game 7 in the final. They also spent 
most of the 1980s getting their teeth kicked in by the Oilers, they gave 
away a young Cam Neely, they signed Mark Messier, and their most 
memorable moment in franchise history was a riot. Other than that, 
mostly positive. 

Canadiens: Pretty solid, I think, although I’m not sure because their fans 
never bring it up. 

Misery ranking 

I ran the numbers, and five decades of sadness beats three. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

The season so far 

How’s it going, everyone? Good? I’m sure it’s probably good. 

Senators: They’re neck-and-neck with the Coyotes, who aren’t even 
trying. 

Canucks: They’re dead last in the Pacific, behind the brand new 
expansion team and the three California teams we all agreed would be 
terrible. 

Canadiens: They’re not in last place! (Because they’re in the same 
division as the Senators.) 

Misery ranking 

We’re two sections in and I’m already depressed. 

1. Senators 

2. Canadiens 

3. Canucks 

Canucks goaltender Thatcher Demko allows a goal by Penguins forward 
Zach Aston-Reese. (Charles LeClaire / USA Today) 

Preseason expectations 

A miserable season only makes sense in context. The Coyotes are bad, 
but we all knew they would be, so it’s OK. What about these three 
teams? 

Senators: They declared the rebuild over, which made sense because 
this was supposed to be year one of their “five-year run of unparalleled 
success”. 

Canucks: Stop me if you’ve heard this one, but the Canucks spent the 
offseason making win-now moves that would finally get them over the 
hump. 

Canadiens: They went to the Stanley Cup Final last year, so anyone who 
doubted they’d be a playoff team was a hater who was going to eat their 
words yet again. 

Misery ranking 

One thing you’ll notice is that all of those expectations were coming from 
inside the house, as most of the smart people thought all three teams 
could struggle (although I’m not sure anybody thought they’d be this 
bad.) 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Current roster 

There was to be some talent here, right? 

Senators: Brady Tkachuk is good, although he’s only scoring at a 20-goal 
pace so far. Drake Batherson and Josh Norris are having good years. 
Thomas Chabot continues to play half the game almost every night, 
which he kind of has to since the rest of the blue line is pretty awful. 
Other than that, it’s a mix of young guys still finding their games a handful 
of quasi-useful veterans. 

Canucks: It wasn’t that long ago that Elias Pettersson was viewed as one 
of the best young talents in the league, although he’s been a huge 
disappointment this year. Quinn Hughes is already in the running to be 
the best defenseman the team has ever had, which maybe says more 
about their history than his talent, but still. Conor Garland and J.T. Miller 
are good, and Bo Horvat and Brock Boeser should be too. 

Canadiens: There are definitely some pieces in place, although nobody’s 
really standing out so far this year. Brendan Gallagher and Tyler Toffoli 
could play for anyone, Josh Anderson has his moments, and Nick Suzuki 
continues to develop. Now if we could only figure out what’s going on 
with Jeff Petry. 

Misery ranking 

Given their recent tear-down, you’d expect Ottawa to take the “bad 
roster” category fairly easily. You would be right. 

1. Senators 

2. Canadiens 

3. Canucks 

Goaltending 

You’ll notice we didn’t mention the goalies in that last section. That’s 
because the position is so important that it really needs its own category. 

Senators: They bet on Matt Murray with a big contract. He cleared 
waivers over the weekend. 
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Canucks: Thatcher Demko hasn’t been great this year, but he hasn’t 
been the problem. At 25, he has easily the best long-term outlook of 
anyone on these teams. 

Canadiens: We’re still waiting to see what happens when Carey Price 
returns, but at his best he’s near the top of most lists. The problem is that 
his best tends to come in the playoffs and that’s not really going to be a 
factor this year. 

Misery ranking 

Question: Am I overrating Price because I’m still scarred by last spring? 
Answer: Shut up. 

1. Senators 

2. Canucks 

3. Canadiens 

Future outlook 

OK, so we’ve covered the current rosters. But with the season almost 
already over for all three teams, who has the most to look forward to in 
the years to come? 

Senators: They’re pretty solid here, thanks to several years of bottoming 
out for high picks. For all their faults, the organization tends to draft and 
develop well, and there are plenty of good young pieces either on the 
roster now or on the way. We can argue over how high the ceiling is on 
some of their prospects, and you’d certainly like to see more from Tim 
Stützle this year, but overall they’re in decent shape. 

Canucks: This one really comes down to whether you think Pettersson 
can be fixed. I do, so he and Hughes still give them a solid foundation. 
The prospect pipeline is decent but not outstanding, and they traded 
away a top-10 pick last summer. Demko, Boeser, Garland and Horvat 
should already be in their primes but are all young enough that you could 
still hope for some improvement. 

Canadiens: The early-season Cole Caufield hype train derailed quickly, 
although there’s still lots of time to get it back on track. Suzuki looks like 
the real deal. There’s not a ton to get excited about after that and the 
Coyotes own one of their first-round picks thanks to the Christian Dvorak 
trade, but Montreal keeps their own pick if it’s in the top 10. Which it will 
be. 

Misery ranking 

Honestly, all three teams come out at least OK here, which is no fun. 
Let’s make sure the next section has peak misery. 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Ownership 

Yep, that should do it. 

Senators: Put it this way, when we all did a mega-mock draft of 
everything in the NHL last year, Eugene Melnyk wasn’t just the last 
owner taken, he was the only one to make it to the last round because 
everyone else had “DON’T GET STUCK WITH MELNYK” scrawled 
across the top of the draft notes. 

Canucks: Francesco Aquilini at least spends money, and he does seem 
to want to win. He just doesn’t seem to have any idea how to do it, and 
these days his plan seems to be to do an impression of a deer in the 
headlights while the season goes down the tubes. He does seem to have 
recently stopped tweeting, which is one of the best decisions anyone can 
make. 

Canadiens: Geoff Molson went AWOL as his team was imploding, but 
eventually emerged to make the tough call on front-office changes. 

Misery ranking 

The Habs and Canucks have their issues, but come on … 

1. Senators 

2. Canucks 

3. Canadiens 

Front office 

OK, so enough about the problems. Who’s going to fix it? 

Senators: Pierre Dorion hit a home run on the Erik Karlsson trade but his 
record on other moves has been spotty. He’s also gone silent as the 
season’s gone south. Also, didn’t they hire Pierre McGuire last summer? 
Has anyone seen him since? 

Canucks: Is Jim Benning still in charge? (Refreshes Twitter.) Huh. OK. 

Canadiens: They’re tough to rank since we don’t know who the next GM 
will be. Well, we do — it’s Jeff Gorton, but they’re going to give the official 
title to someone else while Gorton will be the one making the decisions. 

Misery ranking 

All jokes aside, I think Gorton is a really smart hockey guy and I’d be 
happy to have him running my team. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

Coaching 

They’re among the most important guys in an organization. They’re also 
the easiest to swap out, so don’t get too attached. 

Senators: D.J. Smith has had some mixed reviews, and there’s growing 
frustration in Ottawa over the team’s lack of defensive structure. It’s not 
easy to coach a team in full rebuild mode, though. 

Canucks: It feels unfair to even rank them here, since it seems like Travis 
Green is a placeholder while the Canucks talk to potential replacements. 

Canadiens: Dominique Ducharme had a hell of a playoff run, which 
meant that the team pretty much had to give him the full-time job. But 
right now, he doesn’t look like he has any answers. 

Misery ranking 

I think we have to give this one to Vancouver just based on the feeling 
that a change is coming any day now. If that change means somebody 
like Claude Julien arrives, maybe they bump down to the bottom of the 
list. 

1. Canucks 

2. Canadiens 

3. Senators 

Cap situation 

We can spend our way out of this, right? 

Senators: They’ve got a ton of salary cap room, but nobody thinks the 
owner will actually let them spend it. 

Canucks: They’re locked in on most of their key pieces, some of whom 
are decent values and some of whom are Tyler Myers and Oliver Ekman-
Larsson. Brock Boeser still needs a new deal, and there’s room to make 
that happen. But they won’t have much to work with after that unless they 
can get creative. 
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Canadiens: They’re actually already over the cap for next year, although 
that’s misleading because it counts Shea Weber. Still, there’s very little 
room to work with and not much coming off the books this summer. 

Misery ranking 

Yeah, it turns out we’re not spending our way out of this. 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Reason for optimism 

There has to be some, right? 

Senators: They’re young, there are prospects on the way, and while this 
year has been disappointing, they’re still on track to be in the playoff mix 
in another year or two if they can keep the roster intact. 

Canucks: Once Aquilini is done stalling, big changes feel inevitable. They 
might even be the right ones. 

Canadiens: Carey Price is coming back to save the season, Gorton will 
get the front office back on track, and Suzuki and Caufield will lead the 
way on the ice. 

Misery ranking 

But check back after the Canucks self-detonate. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

Let’s close this out by seeing what the guys who cover these teams 
every day have to say about how things are going. 

Senators: “But the plummet to the bottom of the standings this season 
feels less like a controlled nosedive and more like a wild, unhinged 
tailspin” says Ian Mendes. 

Canucks: “Right now, no matter how they play, the Canucks seem 
destined to find ways to lose games. They could gather around an old 
computer and find a way to run out of lives in Putt-Putt Goes to the 
Moon” says Thomas Drance. 

Canadiens: “The Canadiens are awful” says Arpon Basu, and that one 
gets bonus points because it was in the headline. 

Misery ranking 

I’m nudging the Habs down because Arpon wrote that before they fired 
everyone. I’m nudging the Canucks up because Drance made me learn 
what Putt-Putt Goes to the Moon is. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

And the winner is… 

… fans of the country’s other four teams. 

It’s tempting to just call this a three-way tie. After all, “there are no 
winners here” would be a decent slogan for all three teams right now. But 
that would be a copout, and we don’t do ties in the NHL anymore. You 
made it this far, you deserve a decision. 

In the end, I don’t think we can go with the Habs. They’ve had some 
recent success, their best player hasn’t played yet this year, they have 
two excellent young pieces, and they just made some of the big changes 
that everyone thought they needed. That doesn’t mean they’ll be the right 

changes, and this could all go even further south very quickly. But for 
now, let’s see what Gorton can do. 

I also don’t think we can crown the Senators here. They’re the worst 
team right now, but they also had the lowest expectations, and on paper 
at least they’ve got the brightest future. A lot of that hinges on ownership 
and management actually keeping the team together, but they’re off to a 
decent start there. Rebuilds take time, sometimes more than you’d like, 
but at least there’s been a plan in Ottawa. 

That leaves us with the Canucks, which surprises me a bit because you 
could argue that they have the best lineup right now. That’s nice, but it 
doesn’t get you very far if the rest of the organization isn’t pushing in the 
right direction, and right now it just doesn’t seem like Vancouver knows 
what they’re doing from ownership on down. That view could change 
quickly, depending on what changes they finally get around to making 
over the next few days and weeks (or months, or years). But for now, 
congratulations Vancouver, you’ve finally won something. 

Or have they? I’m guessing that all three fan bases will have some 
opinions to share on this battle, so head into the comments and let me 
know who you’d crown as the country’s most miserable team. 
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Mike Harrington: Rasmus Dahlin is a flashpoint for Sabres' defensive 
woes 

 

Mike Harrington 

 

A News staffer since 1987, I'm a Baseball Hall of Fame voter, a 2013 
inductee into the Buffalo Baseball HOF and the Buffalo chapter chair of 
the Professional Hockey Writers Association. And I insist only Chicago & 
New York can come close to Buffalo pizza. 

Stuff happens. 

That was Rasmus Dahlin's go-to thought on multiple occasions Tuesday, 
and don't get the impression he was being flip. He was matter of fact. 
He's got to be better and he knows it. 

Observations: Brett Murray's first NHL goal a bright spot in dismal loss to 
Kraken 

There wasn't much to like Monday night in KeyBank Center as the 
expansion Seattle Kraken dumped the Buffalo Sabres for the second 
time this season. 

(He didn't say "stuff" either, but I'm sure you can figure it out).  

A whole lot went wrong for the Sabres in Monday's 7-4 loss to the Seattle 
Kraken in KeyBank Center, but the flashpoint came in the first period 
when Dahlin gifted back-to-back short-handed goals to the Kraken to 
open the scoring and set an ugly tone for the night. 

On the first play, Dahlin got upended behind the net by Yanni Gourde 
and you can make a case there could have been a penalty before 
Gourde delivered the puck to Carson Soucy in the slot. 

The second one, however, might rate as one of the lowest moments of 
Dahlin's NHL career.  

With an easy sweep to his right across the blue line to a wide-open Victor 
Olofsson, Dahlin tried an overly cutesy backhand return pass to Tage 
Thompson along the wall. Seattle's Brandon Tanev intercepted it, got a 
step on Dahlin through the neutral zone and made him look silly by 
outmuscling him to the net. 
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Tanev cut in front of Dustin Tokarski and got away a shot that the goalie 
stopped but Tanev immediately corralled his rebound. Dahlin tried to 
slide in behind Tokarski but Tanev banked in the second shot as Dahlin 
swept the puck out of the net and fired it into the corner in disgust. 

Sabres Notebook: Dustin Tokarski's status unclear after shot to head in 
practice 

In other news, Casey Mittelstadt and Mark Jankowski were on forward 
lines at Tuesday's practice, making it likely they will play in Thursday's 
game at Florida. 

It's been a long time since I heard a crowd audibly groan that much over 
a single play. There were almost no boos, just collective disbelief. 

"Not good. Two goals in the beginning there, it's my fault," Dahlin said 
Tuesday. "And then that just can't happen. So a bad start. I try to get 
back to the game. (Stuff) happens, but that can't happen in the future. I 
will make sure it's not gonna happen. You just start to go back to simple 
stuff. And it's a battle, a mental battle, but it's a learning process. For 
sure, I learned a couple things from last night." 

Dahlin is still only 21, young in life but not in hockey. We're talking a 
player who has played 200-plus games in the NHL. And now you're 
talking a $6 million a year player, too. That ups the ante substantially.  

"It's really challenging for any player that was selected where he was 
selected, comes into the league and has a reputation," said coach Don 
Granato. "He had a great, amazing reputation before he ever played a 
game. Think of the expectations that are heaped on guys that are No. 1 
picks. When you don't have experience, you try to live up to that 
expectation because you hear the noise and you hear the comparisons 
and he's not compared to another defenseman in our league, he's 
compared to the absolute best defensemen in the league." 

So far, the comparisons aren't worthy. Granato said Dahlin needs to 
tweak his game more on certain nights, needs to take a step back after a 
bad play and not try to impose his will on an opponent to make up for a 
mistake. Which is exactly what the coach thinks he tried to do on the 
Tanev goal. 

OOF, another SHG. Tanev 2-0 #LetsGoBuffalo #SeaKraken 
pic.twitter.com/hGdGUzdXam 

— Buffalo Hockey moments (@SabresPlays) November 30, 2021 

Sabres fans, meanwhile, aren't acting too rationally about Dahlin these 
days. You hear lots of chatter about how they want a redo of the 2018 
draft for Andrei Svechnikov or Brady Tkachuk or Quinn Hughes at No. 1. 
Never mind that there wasn't a team in the free world that would have 
taken anybody but Dahlin had they won the lottery.   

They want Dahlin benched, or up in the press box eating popcorn with 
yours truly. It's not happening. 

"This issue is not going to be resolved by me yelling at him or screaming 
at him or benching him," Granato said. "He's got to make that mistake 
(on the Tanev goal) and learn from it. And that was the mistake. He tried 
too hard." 

"Today, go out early, work harder," Dahlin said of how he dealt with 
Monday's game. "Reflect on that type of stuff and you will get better. But 
it helps for sure that he believes in me." 

By the numbers, you'd probably be surprised to learn Dahlin's season 
isn't all that terrible. He has three goals and 11 assists for 14 points in 22 
games, on pace for a career-high 52 points. He's got a minus-4 rating, a 
long way away from last year's NHL-worst minus-36. 

The underlying numbers, however, aren't as good, with the Sabres 
collecting 46.3% of the shots on goal at 5 and 5 and 48.9% of the 
attempts. You need more control of the play than that from a defenseman 
averaging 23-plus minutes a night. 

And defensively, Dahlin has to regain some modicum of aggressiveness. 
He's outworked too much along the wall and is suddenly backing in on 

plays far too much. Think of the game-winner Saturday in Detroit by 
Lucas Raymond, a shot at the 26-second mark of OT that Dahlin nearly 
collapsed to the faceoff dot and served as a nifty screen for Tokarski. 

Lucas called game. #LGRW pic.twitter.com/DVWQ8ryLFB 

— Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) November 28, 2021 

Dahlin did the same thing Monday on Jaden Schwartz's second-period 
goal. Backing up, backing up, down to a knee, not blocking the Gourde 
pass. By the time the play ended, Dahlin was behind the goal line, having 
completely taken himself out of things. 

A very Gourde pass, indeed. #SeaKraken pic.twitter.com/lcgzOcOD3f 

— Alison (@AlisonL) November 30, 2021 

The Sabres have been terrible defensively for a month now since the 
injury to Craig Anderson. In a six-game stretch over nine nights, they 
went 1-4-1 and the next five games are against Florida, Carolina, 
Anaheim, the New York Rangers and Washington. Yikes. 

Tokarski has been up and down while Aaron Dell simply is no longer an 
NHL goalie. The defensemen have struggled, too. The Sabres were 
torched for 5-plus goals nine times in 14 November games. That's not 
just a Dahlin problem. 

"It starts with the gap," Dahlin said. "It starts with how we take their 
speed, not letting the other team get in our zone and then box out, get 
their sticks. That creates a lot of confidence. If you have started with a 
good defensive game, you create a lot of offense throughout the game. 
You've got to stick with it and learn and get better." 

this sums up rasmus dahlin’s season thus far 
pic.twitter.com/VNfekAqgmY 

— chloe wojtanik (@chloewojj) November 5, 2021 
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WNYers Declan McDonnell, Luke Pavicich named to USA World Jr. 
camp roster 

 

Mike Harrington Nov 30, 2021  

 

Lake View native Declan McDonnell and Clarence Center product Luke 
Pavicich been named to the preliminary Team USA Roster for the World 
Junior Championship that opens Dec. 26 in Edmonton and Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

The pair of 19-year-olds are part of the 31-player selection pool that will 
gather for training camp at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, Mich., 
starting Dec. 12. The final roster will consist of 25 players. 

McDonnell, a 5-foot-10 right winger, was the final player selected in the 
2020 NHL Draft, taken in the seventh round by Tampa Bay at No. 217 
overall. He has six goals and eight assists in 19 games this year for the 
Kitchener Rangers of the Ontario Hockey League. He had two assists in 
16 games last year for the Syracuse Crunch while playing in the AHL 
after the OHL was shut down due to the pandemic. 

Pavicich, a goalie who is former member of the Buffalo Jr. Sabres, is a 
freshman on the roster of defending NCAA champion Massachusetts. He 
has yet to appear in a game as the Minutemen (7-4-1) have exclusively 
used graduate student Matt Murray in goal thus far.  

Pavicich, who is eligible for the 2022 NHL Draft, played last season for 
the Kenai River Brown Bears of the North American Hockey League, 
earning all-NAHL second team honors and the nod as Midwest Division 
MVP. He went 19-14-1 with a 2.86 goals-against average and .919 save 
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percentage. The Brown Bears are a Tier II junior team based in Soldotna, 
Alaska. 

The Team USA roster includes six members of the gold medal-winning 
2021 team and will be coached by Providence's Nate Leaman. There are 
three players from the University of Michigan who were first-round picks 
in July: Matty Beniers, No. 2/Seattle; Luke Hughes, No. 4/New Jersey; 
and Mackie Samoskevich No. 24/Florida, and defenseman Jake 
Sanderson, the No. 5 overall choice by Ottawa in 2020. He is the son of 
former Sabres' winger Geoff Sanderson, a standout on the 1999 Stanley 
Cup Final team. 
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Sabres Notebook: Dustin Tokarski's status unclear after shot to head in 
practice 

 

Mike Harrington Nov 30, 2021  

 

The Buffalo Sabres' goaltending situation has been dire enough lately 
without the addition of another potential injury. 

Dustin Tokarski left practice a few minutes early Tuesday in KeyBank 
Center, with observers initially wondering if his heavy workload in recent 
games made him call it a day. But coach Don Granato confirmed 
Tokarski took a shot high off the mask late in the workout. 

"We are evaluating right now," Granato said. 

Mike Harrington: Dustin Tokarski bounces back but Sabres still need 
more help in goal 

Dustin Tokarski has had several good moments this year, and was up to 
the task in Friday night's 4-1 win over abysmal Montreal. Still, the Sabres' 
goaltending situation is tenuous much of the time, and downright dire at 
others. 

Goalies, of course, hate getting shots up high during practice and it's a 
constant worry of teams because of the chance of concussion issues if a 
puck strikes the head and vibrates a goalie's mask too much. 

Tokarski has played in 10 of the Sabres' last 12 games and has started 
the last three. He is 4-5-3 with a 3.28 goals-against average and .903 
save percentage for the season. 

Tokarski was at .920 after his 45-save performance produced a 2-1 win 
Nov. 16 in Pittsburgh, but in the six games since, he's just 1-2-1, 
4.29/.873. 

If a callup from Rochester is needed, Amerks starter Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen has had an up-and-down year at 6-6, 3.42/.888. Rochester 
backup Michael Houser, who got his first two NHL wins in May, is on an 
AHL contract and would need to be signed. Houser is 2-0, 2.70/.896 
since being promoted from Cincinnati of the ECHL. 

Mittelstadt looking good for return 

Casey Mittelstadt and Mark Jankowski were on forward lines at 
Tuesday's practice, making it likely they will play in Thursday's game at 
Florida. 

Sabres Notebook: Alex Tuch hits practice ice, relives suite night with The 
Dominator 

Tuch shined on Monday as he joined his teammates on the ice for the 
first time, taking part in their morning skate in a non-contact role prior to 
the game against Seattle. 

It would be the Buffalo debut for Jankowski, signed to an NHL contract 
Sunday after spending the first two months in Rochester, and a return to 

the lineup for Mittelstadt after he suffered an upper-body injury in the 
season opener. 

Mittelstadt centered Rasmus Asplund and Zemgus Girgensons while 
Jankowski joined Vinnie Hinostroza as wingers with Cody Eakin. Anders 
Bjork and John Hayden were displaced as extras. 

"We tried to get him as much pace and compete in some battles as we 
could today," Granato said of Mittelstadt. "Obviously, we play a lot of 
games so practice couldn't be too long a taxing duration as a result, but 
he got something so it's definitely progress for him." 

"We're all super excited to get 'Mitts' back in the lineup," said center 
Dylan Cozens. "He's been a big missing piece for us so far this season. 
We all know what he can do. He's an unbelievable player. He's going to 
be huge for us." 

Likely to bring Mittelstadt on to the roster off injured reserve, the Sabres 
placed defenseman Christian Wolanin on waivers. He has played in just 
one game since being claimed from Los Angeles during training camp. 

Off to the Sunshine State 

The Sabres left immediately after practice Tuesday for Florida and will 
work out Wednesday at FLA Live Arena, the newly named home of the 
Panthers. After Thursday's game there, Buffalo plays Saturday at 
Carolina. Granato said defenseman Jacob Bryson, who did not play 
Monday, was held out of practice as a precaution and should be on the 
ice for Wednesday's workout. 

Because of the pandemic and last season's NHL realignment, Buffalo 
hasn't visited the Sunshine State since splitting games at Florida and 
Tampa Bay on Nov. 24-25, 2019. 

The first 10,000-plus crowd 

The official game sheet distributed to the media after Monday's game did 
not include an attendance figure but that was clearly an oversight as the 
official NHL box score showed a season-high ticket count of 10,004 for 
the first visit to Buffalo by the Seattle Kraken and the annual Hockey 
Fights Cancer Night. 

The Sabres are last in the NHL by far in average attendance at 8,344 per 
game and are playing at just 43.8% of capacity. Only Ottawa 
(11,352/59.3%) is less than 12,000 a game or 70%. 

The Sabres averaged just 7,910 through their first 10 home games but 
are at 9,793 over their last three, likely the impact of the Thanksgiving 
holiday as well as tickets distributed through blood drives and turkey 
donations. The club's decade of futility and a monstrous drop of season 
tickets to around 6,500 are the main reasons for the overall decline. 

But the closure of the Canadian border, followed by implementation of 
return testing requirements, remains a major factor as well. Both visits by 
Montreal, as well as the lone visits of the season by Toronto, Edmonton 
and Calgary, were played with those restrictions in place and severely 
limited the crowds coming over the border. 

Observations: Brett Murray's first NHL goal a bright spot in dismal loss to 
Kraken 

There wasn't much to like Monday night in KeyBank Center as the 
expansion Seattle Kraken dumped the Buffalo Sabres for the second 
time this season. 

Around the boards 

• Cozens on scooping up the puck and presenting it to Brett Murray after 
the winger scored his first NHL goal Monday: "That's exciting. I was very 
excited for him. I know how excited I was when I scored my first goal. I 
know he had some family here for that. So it's awesome for him. To be 
on the ice and be part of a guy's first goal is awesome, so I wanted to get 
that puck for him right away." 

• The Kraken became the 43rd NHL team the Sabres have played in 
Buffalo since joining the league in 1970. By calling the broadcast on 
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MSG, retiring broadcaster Rick Jeanneret has been at the mic for at least 
one game with every opponent. 

• The Sabres fell to 13-5-1 in their first home game against an expansion 
team since 1970. They have lost three straight, to Columbus (2000), 
Vegas (2017) and Seattle. Their last win over a first-year club at home 
was against Minnesota in 2000. 
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Travis Yost's Sabre Metrics: Effectiveness increases when Tage 
Thompson is at center 

 

Travis Yost Nov 30, 2021 

 

Travis Yost has been involved in the world of hockey analytics for more 
than a decade and is part of TSN's Hockey Analytics team. Prior to 
joining TSN, Yost was a contributor at the Ottawa Citizen, the Sporting 
News and NHL Numbers, and he has been a consultant for an NHL 
franchise. He will be contributing breakdowns on the Buffalo Sabres for 
The Buffalo News. Follow Yost on Twitter: @travisyost.  

The National Hockey League offers plenty in the realm of unpredictability. 
At the top of the list this season? The Buffalo Sabres getting a blistering 
hot start from 24-year-old Tage Thompson. 

Thompson has been an interesting player to watch. He’s been 
unproductive and underwhelming on the wing, generally toiling in a 
fourth-line role and spending his limited minutes at even strength 
alongside some of the weakest offensive options the Sabres have. This 
is sort of a vicious feedback loop a player can find himself in – he can’t 
produce, in part, because of the players around him, but the coaching 
staff is reticent to push him up the lineup because he can’t produce 
against weak competition. 

What the Sabres did next, though, was quite different. Don Granato and 
the Sabres coaching staff opted to move Thompson inside this season, 
and a cascading effect naturally forced him up the lineup. Centering the 
likes of Rasmus Asplund, Jeff Skinner, and Victor Olofsson, Thompson 
has access to more weaponry than he has seen for most of his career. 

The offensive explosion has been fun to watch. Thompson was in the 
fourth percentile for even-strength scoring in the first four seasons of his 
career, which for frame of reference, puts him behind players such s 
Vladimir Sobotka and Tobias Rieder. This season, Thompson had 15 
points (10 goals and 5 assists) in 21 games before Monday night's game 
against Seattle. Subset that to even strength, and you have a player 
scoring in the 81st percentile. 

That’s a violent turnaround, especially considering his scoring is surging 
off goals, not empty-calorie secondary assists. The shooting percentage 
is blistering hot (16% – double his career average), and will naturally 
decrease as the season progresses. 

But one of the reasons Thompson’s turnaround is so encouraging is that 
he flat-out looks like a better player on the interior. Thompson seems 
much more comfortable using his big frame working the insides, and 
allowing playmaking wingers – the type of players he wasn’t accustomed 
to seeing on the fourth line – to work the boards and funnel pucks around 
the offensive zone. 

Emphasis on offensive zone. The Sabres have talked for years about 
spending more time there – always nice in theory, but quite difficult to 
accomplish. Thompson and his line are particularly interesting here 
because we have strong indication that the five-man unit has reversed 
course. Playing with the puck more has helped on the scoring front, but 
it’s helped even more on the defensive side of the ice, where the Sabres 
aren’t persistently under siege: 

That’s a very encouraging shift two months into the regular season. And 
although it always doesn’t work so cleanly, just look at how the Sabres 
have started to generate positive goal differentials with Thompson on the 
ice – something that has been impossible to realize in earlier stretches of 
his career. It’s true that the Sabres are converting on a higher percentage 
of shots right now, and it’s also true that the pairing of Dustin Tokarski 
and Craig Anderson, when healthy, has played better than expected. 

On the other hand, is it really surprising to see real goal differentials turn 
positive at the same time expected goals – which consider both shot 
volume and quality of those shots – reversed in positive fashion? This is 
the hallmark of genuine improvement. 

And if you don’t believe those numbers, consider the shot profiles (via 
HockeyViz) for the Sabres with Thompson on the ice. The offensive zone 
is still a work in progress, but Buffalo is spending much more time there 
relative to prior years. Defensively? Teams are having trouble working 
their way into the circles and the low slot, areas of the ice where shooters 
find a lot of success against opposing goaltenders: 

Thompson’s scoring will cool, but it’s impossible not to give the coaching 
staff and Thompson himself some credit for their start this season. The 
goals and assists are great, but more encouraging is Buffalo, as an 
organization, figuring out how to repurpose a player in a more productive 
manner. 

Do that a few more times, and this rebuild might have a real path 
forward. 

Data via Natural Stat Trick, Evolving Hockey, NHL.com 
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Sabres goalie prospect Erik Portillo has found himself and now the sky’s 
the limit 

 

By Scott Wheeler Nov 30, 2021  

 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — A year ago to the day, Erik Portillo was a month 
into his freshman year at the University of Michigan. The third-round 
selection of the Buffalo Sabres, fresh off being named the USHL’s 
Goaltender of the Year, had yet to make his college hockey debut. 

His Wolverines were seven games into their season, with a 5-2 record, 
and junior Strauss Mann, the team’s captain, had started each of the 
games in net. 

Portillo wouldn’t get into a game in relief until he entered a blowout 9-4 
loss in the team’s eighth game of the season on December 3, 2020. It 
would be another month and a half after that until he made his first start 
for the team on January 15. By then, it was his new team’s 13th game of 
the season. 

A year later, the sophomore is sitting in his dorm. It’s the fourth Monday 
in November of 2021 and he has started every single one of the 
University of Michigan’s 14 games. In a few days time, he’ll start their 
15th and 16th games of the year in a two-game weekend matchup 
against Niagara University. He’ll win both, making a combined 34 of 36 
saves, and the only two goals he’ll allow will be while short-handed. The 
back-to-back wins will raise his record on the season to 12-4, his save 
percentage to .920 and his career marks in both to 16-5 and .924 (across 
23 total NCAA games to date). 

He has become one of the best goalies in college hockey. 

And right now he’s reflecting on how he came out the other side of that 
gloomy start to his collegiate career. 
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“It was a tough period,” he says, looking down at his desk. “But then 
when my starts went well, I felt rewarded and I just kept working. I 
obviously want to play always and you want to be the guy and last year I 
had the opportunity to come into many places and play, but I end up 
going to Michigan and Strauss was here who was the Big Ten goalie of 
the year and was really established, so it was tough in the beginning. I 
really had to go back to the basics and really focus on my game and 
really fight every practice to get better. I think that was what kept me 
driven. And then I have a lot of really good people around me who really 
helped me through it.” 

Portillo always wanted to be a goalie. He tried forward and defence just 
like every other kid does when they first begin playing organized hockey, 
but his eyes were always on the net and when he was able to play it full 
time at the age of 10, he never looked back. 

He was also always bigger than everyone else his age. His dad, Andres, 
who works in cyber security, is 6-foot-8. His brother, Gustav, who today 
is a forward for the USHL’s Fargo Force, is 6-foot-4. His mom, Malin, 
who is the head of a hospital unit in their home town of Gothenburg, “is 
not short either.” Neither is his sister, Maja, a handball and soccer player 
who also has plans to come to North America to play in college. 

To the surprise of no one, those two things — the size thing and the 
goalie thing — meshed well together and he became one of the best 
goalies in one of Sweden’s hockey hotbeds. 

Shortly after his 14th birthday, he was brought into the junior program of 
local Swedish hockey giant Frolunda, playing above his age group with 
their under-16 team. But three years later, despite stellar play through 
Frolunda’s ranks and into an established role on Frolunda’s under-18 
team, Portillo began to realize that he would face stiff competition 
climbing through the under-20 team to the SHL club because there were 
two other goalies already in front of him on the depth chart. There was 
Arvid Soderblom, who would later be signed by the Chicago Blackhawks, 
and there was Ludvig Persson, who’d later make the jump to the NCAA 
with the University of Miami-Ohio. Both were 1999-born goalies while 
Portillo was a 2000. 

After being introduced to agent Randy Edmonds, the father of then-
Frolunda forward Lucas Edmonds, Randy encouraged him to pursue the 
college hockey route. 

“Frolunda is always stacked with national team players and it’s the best 
program in Sweden. And because of Soderblom and Persson, I wasn’t 
really able to play up and my second J18 season was just a tough year,” 
Portillo said. “And I loved Frolunda, it’s in my hometown of Gothenburg 
and I had school so I didn’t want to move, but I’ve always liked school 
and it was always a big priority for me.” 

Erik Portillo has become one of the best goalies in college hockey this 
season with a 12-4 record and a .920 save percentage at the University 
of Michigan. 

After one final season in Frolunda with its top junior team (a season in 
which he posted a .931 save in 26 games in a tandem with Persson), the 
Sabres drafted Portillo in the third round (No. 67) of the 2019 NHL Draft. 
He made the decision to leave home for North America — and, after 
offers from most of college hockey’s top schools, a commitment to 
Michigan. 

He landed with the Dubuque Fightings Saints of the USHJL through a 
connection to its general manager, Kalle Larsson, a fellow Gothenburg 
native who’d known Portillo for years. 

In Dubuque, he continued to grow on the ice, posting a .915 save 
percentage and the league’s best goals against average, winning a 
bronze medal with the Swedes at the world juniors, and off of it, sprouting 
up to 6-foot-6. 

The on-ice piece came naturally. 

“He’s a guy where I’m not going to say he’s the hardest working guy in 
practice. He’s not lazy but he’s not one of those killers either. But he’s a 

performer. When the stage light is on, he’s on man. Like he can 
completely shut the door. I think he’s fucking unbelievable,” Larsson said 
on a recent phone call. “Like he’s a really, really good goalie. Like really 
good. We had a very good team that year but just having him as the 
backbone, we knew we had a really good chance to win every single 
night because we had him and he was so good. 

“I feel that any time a goalie in any league is 6-foot-4 or larger, they put 
him on NHL Central Scouting. Teams are scared to miss on those kinds 
of goalies. But with Eric, he has a lot more substance than just his size. A 
lot of those goalies that are that big, to be honest, they can’t play. They’re 
just not very good. Erik is huge but he reads the play well, he’s got 
everything else, and he’s also very, very good at playing the puck,” 
Larsson continued. “We had some breakouts where he made the initial 
pass on set plays. And that adds a dimension that makes it really tough 
to forecheck on.” 

The off-ice piece — from training that big frame to navigating life on his 
own — has always been more of a work in progress. 

Unlike most big goalies, his frame was never wiry though. 

“He wasn’t underdeveloped, surprisingly. It was more like he needed to 
trim down more than anything,” Larsson said. “He was still figuring out 
that piece of his game with us. And as good as he was for us, there 
(were) a lot of things to work on with him: some of the practice habits, his 
diet, stuff like that. I’m not trying to make him sound bad but for me, if I’m 
the Buffalo Sabres, I’m even more excited because you have a goalie 
that good and he’s not even in tip-top shape yet.” 

So when he arrived at Michigan and he wasn’t playing, that piece of the 
puzzle became the focus under head coach Mel Pearson, associate 
head coach Bill Muckalt, and the rest of their staff, right through to the 
strength and conditioning team. 

“Going back to last year with Strauss here, Strauss is really good and 
Strauss had a great work ethic and detail and practice habits. And I think 
it was good for (Portillo) to come in and learn some of those qualities,” 
Muckalt said. “Every level is a jump up until the NHL and goalies are on a 
little bit (of a) different timetable than others. But he made great strides in 
his practice habits and his work habits. He really competed hard and you 
could see the progress last year during the second half of the season 
when he started to get into games.” 

The Sabres drafted Portillo in the third round (No. 67) of the 2019 NHL 
Draft. 

After his freshman year was abruptly shut down due to COVID-19 
protocols as the Wolverines pursued the Frozen Four, Portillo returned to 
campus in Ann Arbor for a spring semester for eight weeks to continue 
his schooling with the Ross School of Business (which Muckalt called 
“one of the top programs in the world” and said Portillo was excelling in) 
and get as much time in the gym as he could. Then he returned to 
Sweden to work under development coach Andreas Larsson and skate 
with a tight knit group of pro players that includes NHLers like Lucas 
Raymond and Kevin Fiala. 

And when his sophomore year started back up with games at the 
beginning of October, Muckalt noticed that progress immediately. 

“He’s continuing to work on getting stronger, his fitness level has 
improved, and I still think he has room to grow and mature in that 
regard,” Muckalt said. “You could obviously always see that he has a real 
big frame, but he’s athletic too, and the one thing that I really like about 
him is he’s strong around the crease. He competes so hard around that 
net, he fights for every inch of space, he’s very athletic, he takes up a lot 
of net, and he really battles in those tight areas where he’s really good on 
any wraparounds, or jams, or stuffs in the crease.” 

So did Pearson, who is quick to point to how Portillo’s energy level has 
shifted in the last year. 

“He wasn’t the starter last year but he has really thrived on that this year. 
He does a great job playing the puck, he really takes a lot of pressure off 
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of our defencemen and I mean I’ve told someone ‘we’ve got to chart how 
many times he touches it and we come out of the zone because of that.’ 
He’s a competitor, he really battles in the net, and he’s really positive. 
Any time we have a stoppage, he just comes over to the bench and he’s 
really encouraging the guys,” Pearson said. “I’m really proud of him. 
Overall, he has proven he can play. That was one of the biggest 
questions we had. Everybody was wondering who was going to be the 
goalie (after Mann) and he has done a good job of answering that.” 

Portillo can feel the progress too. He feels like has found himself. 

He feels it off the ice, in the work he has put in since arriving at Michigan. 

“I feel like all tall people have the same problems with core stability and 
as a goaltender, I’ve been lucky because I feel like naturally, I have the 
flexibility and that part of it. So what I’ve really been focusing on a lot is 
leg strength and the core to be able to control the full body. I’ve made 
huge strides there,” he said. 

On the ice, he feels it as much in practices as he does in games in all of 
the shots he faces against Michigan’s talked-about group of top 
prospects. 

“I feel like the skill level is so high that I face more skill in practice than I 
do in the actual games,” he said, laughing. “I think that really helps 
develop me to just be on the ice and feel the pace and the different types 
of moves that guys like Kent Johnson pull out. On a breakaway, he’s the 
toughest guy to stop. And then (Brendan) Brisson has a great shot and 
(Thomas) Bordeleau is insane on the break too.” 

Muckalt and the rest of the staff have seen firsthand how Portillo has 
risen to the challenge against those guys, too. 

“He’s the best goalie I’ve ever seen at breakaways or shootouts. In 
practice, we’ve got some players that have no issues scoring and he just 
shuts the door,” Muckalt said. “(And) he’s very quiet off of the ice, he’s 
polite, but it’s funny because once he puts that mask on in games, he’s 
very vocal which is awesome.” 

His next challenge, after returning to Sweden for the Christmas break, 
will come back in Michigan (with his parents, who are planning to make 
the trip for the first time now that travel restrictions have finally loosened) 
in late December when he suits up for two games without almost all of 
the team’s top players, who will be participating in the world juniors, to 
prove that he can do it without them. 

And while Muckalt may have had questions about his readiness for that 
challenge a year ago, he no longer has any such concerns. 

“I know Erik will be up for the challenge,” he said. 

Someday, he believes Portillo will be up for the NHL challenge with the 
Sabres, too. So does Larsson. They say the sky’s the limit. 

And now, a year after he was waiting to show the rest of the hockey 
world that he could reach for it, he gets to prove it game … after game … 
after game. 
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The Athletic / A conversation with Shawn Thornton: On his book, cold-
calling GMs, and a ‘floating bar’ with Tuukka Rask 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance  

Nov 30, 2021  

  

Shawn Thornton knows why he wrote a book. Podcast appearances, 
baby! 

“The only reason I wrote it was to get on this show,” Thornton told “The 
Athletic Hockey Show.” “I didn’t think I could get on any other way.” 

It actually took a couple years of convincing by co-author Dale Arnold to 
get Thornton — a 14-year NHL enforcer and two-time Stanley Cup 
champion — to work on “Fighting My Way To The Top.” 

The end product was worth it, especially if you care about the Boston 
Bruins or are interested in anecdotes from a hockey lifer. Thornton, now 
42 and the chief commercial officer for the Florida Panthers, stopped by 
the show for a chat, and it was great. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

He and Tuukka Rask shared a boat 

Craig: I love that the interludes from teammates or your wife who — I 
don’t know her, but she seems really funny. It would be like, “Let’s talk 
about the boat.” And she’s like, “Aw, not again with the boat.” These 
great little breaks, I don’t know who came up with that idea, but it was 
awesome. 

Shawn: Me, because I couldn’t talk about myself that much! I need other 
voices on here. I can’t have myself talking about a fight with Georges 
Laraque. I’d rather have somebody that was there and experienced what 
I was going through give a little behind the scenes, 

My wife, it’s funny, we were over at David Ortiz’s golf tournament like a 
week and a half ago, and a few people met her for the first time. And 
they’re like, “Your wife is you. She’s a carbon copy. She is the female 
version of you. She swears as much as you do. She tells you exactly how 
it is.” Yeah, I married my carbon copy. And that boat, I’ve never seen her 
so angry my life, as she was when she found out about that boat. So it 
wasn’t the best purchase. 

Craig: That’s a good test of a relationship with a friend. Can you share a 
boat? That should be the litmus test. You and Tuukka have survived the 
boat purchase. Because I think that might end a few of my friendships. 

Shawn: Yeah. It wasn’t used that much. That’s probably why. It was a 
floating bar, basically. 

Sean: I loved all the Tuukka stuff. He wrote the foreword, and you had 
the separate chapter about him. I had known you guys were tight. But I 
don’t think I quite realized it was that it was on that level. 

Shawn: He’s like me in the fact that he doesn’t like to be the center of 
attention. He likes to just fly behind the scenes, do his job, have a beer at 
home. He doesn’t really leave a mile radius of his house too often. I’m 
the same way. It was a favorite ask him to do it. But he’s such a good 
guy that he said, “Yeah, not a problem, whatever you need.” 

Fighting Matt Cooke took a lot of planning 

Craig: I don’t think I understood some of the intricacies that go into the 
role that you played. We don’t have to go story-by-story and give all the 
highlights away. 

Shawn: Yeah, I want people to buy this still. Come on. 

Craig: So I’ll be careful here, but — we’re talking about the Matt Cooke 
retribution (a few days after Cooke injured Bruins center Marc Savard in 
2010 and ended his career). The level of communication that went on 
behind the scenes with Billy Guerin, or Mark Recchi, just to arrange it, 
and then (ask), “Are we good?” I think I knew there was a little bit of that. 
You knew you were gonna have to do it. But there was a lot of 
communication that went on there. 

Shawn: Yeah, there’s a full plan in place. From start to finish. I’d been 
through it a few times in the minors. (Recchi) had seen in this day. We’ve 
seen games go completely to the left, and where you don’t want it to go. 
That’s probably more my comfort zone, to be completely honest, and our 
team was built for that at the time. Now (the Penguins) had a pretty tough 
team. Don’t get me wrong. They had some big boys on the team. But if 
you really went down the list, man to man, our bottom third is gonna be 
standing a lot higher. And we just didn’t want to turn it into that. So yeah, 
there’s some logistics that went into it. And I thought it was the right way 
to handle the situation. And it turned out to be the end of the day. 
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Sean: In the book, you’re like, “Alright, like Bergeron can go out and play 
and Crosby can go out and play.” There’s some kind of give and take 
where you’re like, “Yeah, our big guns can go out and work and so can 
theirs.” 

Shawn: Nobody really wants to get into those situations where every 
single shift is a five-on-five brawl until there’s four guys left on the bench 
and you’re on ESPN and Sportsnet for all the wrong reasons. Instead of 
(Bergeron) getting a hat trick that game after things were taken care of, 
and we had a 4-1 win or whatever. We were cognizant of that and we just 
wanted to handle it properly. 

Craig: It’s funny that even to read how conscious you were of, like, “This 
is going to be what brings attention to our sport. I was at ESPN at that 
time. And I felt like the only time I was ever doing SportsCenter or 
something, it wasn’t because Sid had a hat trick. It was because there 
was a fight. Even I was like “OK, really? This is what’s gonna get me 10 
seconds of airtime?” 

Shawn: That shows you how much I don’t like being in front center of 
attention because I definitely could’ve been the center of attention that 
night. 

Sean: You could have been leading PTI for days if you wanted to. 

Shawn: I think I was once, unfortunately. I’m guessing (the suspension 
for attacking Penguins defenseman Brooks Orpik in December 2013 after 
Orpik concussed Loui Eriksson). For all the wrong reasons! 

Sean: We’re gonna continue spoiling sections from the book. We’re 
gonna read the Orpik section word-for-word here so people don’t actually 
have to buy it. 

He appreciates Gary Bettman 

Craig: Gary Bettman did seem to go out of his way — and I mean, Gary 
Bettman is not a popular guy right now — but you did seem to appreciate 
the level of communication he gave you and the respect he gave you 
(during Thornton’s appeal of the 15-game suspension for the Orpik 
incident). 

Shawn: One-hundred percent. The professionalism from Gary during that 
whole process was great. And I understood the severity of what was 
going on behind the scenes with everything, too. I understood who I was 
and was self-aware on what type of player I was. 

The first hearing did not go the way I wanted to. He wasn’t there. It did 
not go the way I wanted it to. I did not feel good coming out of it. I did not 
feel good about how it was leaked. It did not feel good that I found out 
about it hours after it was leaked. It didn’t feel right. But the second 
hearing couldn’t have been more professional. I talked about it in the 
book, but he called me on Christmas Eve and let me know that they were 
holding up the 15 games, and it wasn’t personal, and walked me through 
some of the reasons. I was just grabbing a coffee after taking the kids to 
a movie. And I was like, “You know what, he didn’t have to take the time 
out of his day on Christmas Eve to give me a shout. I’m just one person. 
He’s working with owners and investors and billionaires. Like, who am I?” 
But I thought that was very professional and it did not go unnoticed. 

He cold-called GMs for his second NHL job 

Craig: You had no agent starting out. So here you are, calling every GM 
at the start of your career. 

Shawn: So I had an agent when I got drafted by the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. Rick Heinz, he got out of the agency business. He ran goalie 
schools in Toronto and stuff. When I wasn’t qualified by Toronto, I had to 
quickly figure out what a CBA was, and then where my standing was in it. 

So I didn’t have time, nor could I find the right agent, being a three-year 
minor league player. They weren’t knocking on my door, saying, “This 
guy’s the next greatest thing to come walking up.” So I just figured out on 
my own. I started calling every team. I called the (NHLPA). And I was 
under the assumption that I was a free agent. And luckily (Mike Smith), 
my coach in my first three years was the assistant coach of the Chicago 
Blackhawks. But it was actually through Al MacIsaac — which I know 
there’s stories that just went out with him — but back in the time, Al 
MacIsaac was a GM (with Chicago’s AHL affiliate in) Norfolk. That’s who 
I got in touch with. And then he called up Mike Smith and said, “We’d like 
to bring him to camp. We’d like to sign up for the AHL team. Mike Smith 

knew who I was from Toronto and said, “We’d love to have him.” So 
that’s how I ended up in camp there. But then yeah, it looked like I didn’t 
have the right to be a free agent. Toronto still technically owned my 
rights. So I did not figure out the CBA properly as a 22-year-old (and was 
traded instead). 

Sean: It was like, one line in the book: “Yeah, I called every GM.” How do 
you even get all the cells? “Hey, Brian Burke …” 

Shawn: Oh, I called offices back then. I don’t even know if people had 
phones. The PHPA and the NHLPA literally sent the list. They said, 
“Here’s a list of all the GMs and AGMs in the AHL and the NHL, and I just 
got on the phone, every week for a couple hours and tried to get in touch 
with them. It’s actually remarkable like as a player, you find out really 
quickly who you might want to play for one day. I think it was the GM in 
Philly at the time called, like, “Man, I know who you are, but I got no 
fuckin’ place for you in our minor organization, but appreciate you giving 
me the phone call. I was like, “You know what, thanks.” 

And then there’s some that kick you off to like the minor-league scout 
doesn’t have any say and is like, “Yeah, I’d love to have the conversation 
with you,” and it ends up going nowhere. It was a unique experience. I 
wouldn’t want to do it again. But it was a unique experience. 

Sean: You get the joy of cold-calling people. 

Shawn: Yeah, it was my first sales job. 

Sean: Yeah, it’s a big part of this fuckin’ job, too. “I’m calling someone 
who I know doesn’t want to talk to me whatsoever, and I’m gonna do it a 
dozen more times.” 

Shawn: Gotta do what you gotta do. It ended up working out. 

Michel Therrien, Alain Vigneault and the Philadelphia Flyers. (Eric 
Hartline / USA Today) 

He had a 15-year rivalry with Michel Therrien, dating back to the OHL 

Sean: Have you heard back from (longtime coach) Michel Therrien yet? 
That was one of my favorite sections. 

Shawn: He was (in Florida) on Wednesday. I didn’t go down there. We 
played Philly Wednesday. No, I haven’t heard from him. I have no 
problem whatever. If he reaches out or not, we’re both men. I have no 
problem having a conversation with them. 

Craig: Isn’t he in the title of one of the chapters? 

Shawn: It was that big of a rivalry! Between a player and a coach, that’s 
unheard of. 

Craig: Have have we heard about coaches versus player rivalries? 

Sean: Imagine a coach who had a years-long rivalry with a player, and 
not just any player. I’d have been like, “Yep, Therrien sounds right.” 

Shawn: Yeah, it was like a 14-, 15-year thing. That’s why I had to get 
Trent Yawney and a couple others to speak to it, too. I didn’t want 
anyone to think it was all in my head. I needed other people to say, “No, 
no, it’s true. Every game that guy sent somebody or did something.” 

He named “The Merlot Line” 

Craig: I don’t even know if we have that anymore, where you have a 
great name, a great line. It’s just one of the awesome things that come 
out of championship teams. I don’t think you guys viewed yourself as a 
fourth line either (during the Bruins’ 2011 Cup run). When you were on 
the ice, that was an impact line. Why was it so special? 

Shawn: Obviously, you look at the depth chart, we’re the fourth line, but 
we had a pretty team. That’s why we won. But internally, we consider 
ourselves more of a checking line. We took pride in the fact that we could 
play against most top lines on any given night in good minutes. Now 
were we lighting the lamp against Sid’s line? Probably not. But we could 
eat up some minutes. One, the name was good. (Claude Julien) called 
us the burgundy line. I was like, “Nah, we’re not a French wine. We’re 
gonna be Merlot if anything.” 

We wore those jerseys every single day in practice, the same color. And 
we were a line together for, what three and a half years? So, the 
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combination of those things — the longevity, the unique jersey color and 
the fact that I love wine probably all go together. And I played with two 
guys that were second- and third-liners on every other team that they 
played on, right? They come to us and they accept a fourth-line role and 
made my life a lot easier. 

Sean: You said that about (Daniel Paille and Gregory Campbell). 

Shawn: (Paille) was a second-liner our team until (Brad Marchand) took 
off, and then they had nowhere else to put him. So he was stuck playing 
with me and Soup. But (Paille) was playing on the second line with Bergy 
when we traded for him. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Canadiens, Senators or the Canucks? 
Which team is the most miserable in Canada? 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Nov 30, 2021  

  

There are seven NHL teams in Canada. Four of them are good, and in a 
few cases maybe even very good. The Oilers, Flames, Jets and Leafs 
are a combined 54-23-10, with all four holding down playoff spots. 

The country’s other three teams are, um, not doing that. We truly are a 
divided nation. 

The Vancouver Canucks, Montreal Canadiens and Ottawa Senators are 
locked in a furious battle to be the country’s most embarrassing team. 
The Habs have already wiped out their front office, the Canucks seem to 
be perpetually on the verge of something similar, and the Senators are 
somehow worse than both of them. It’s not going great. 

But which team is the country’s worst story? That’s up for debate, which 
is where we come in. With the Canucks beating the Habs last night and 
facing the Senators tomorrow, now seems like a good time to break 
down the highs and lows of the three teams in all the key categories, and 
see where this leads us. How bad can it get? And which team takes the 
crown as the worst of the worst? 

History 

We can’t tell the story of the present without laying the foundation of the 
past. Who’s had it worse over the decades? 

Senators: The modern version of the team started with a five-year stretch 
where they were considered the worst expansion team ever — not just in 
hockey, but any sport at all. More recently, they’ve been terrible on the 
ice and often bizarre off of it. But in between, there was a stretch where 
they were consistently very good, including one trip to the Final in 2007. 
There was also a team with the same name that won Stanley Cups a 
hundred years ago, which it goes without saying does not count. 

Canucks: It’s been over a half a century with no championships, although 
they’ve had several near-misses including seven-game heartbreaks in 
1994 and 2011. That makes them the only Cup-less franchise in the 
history of the league that’s lost a Game 7 in the final. They also spent 
most of the 1980s getting their teeth kicked in by the Oilers, they gave 
away a young Cam Neely, they signed Mark Messier, and their most 
memorable moment in franchise history was a riot. Other than that, 
mostly positive. 

Canadiens: Pretty solid, I think, although I’m not sure because their fans 
never bring it up. 

Misery ranking 

I ran the numbers, and five decades of sadness beats three. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

The season so far 

How’s it going, everyone? Good? I’m sure it’s probably good. 

Senators: They’re neck-and-neck with the Coyotes, who aren’t even 
trying. 

Canucks: They’re dead last in the Pacific, behind the brand new 
expansion team and the three California teams we all agreed would be 
terrible. 

Canadiens: They’re not in last place! (Because they’re in the same 
division as the Senators.) 

Misery ranking 

We’re two sections in and I’m already depressed. 

1. Senators 

2. Canadiens 

3. Canucks 

Preseason expectations 

A miserable season only makes sense in context. The Coyotes are bad, 
but we all knew they would be, so it’s OK. What about these three 
teams? 

Senators: They declared the rebuild over, which made sense because 
this was supposed to be year one of their “five-year run of unparalleled 
success”. 

Canucks: Stop me if you’ve heard this one, but the Canucks spent the 
offseason making win-now moves that would finally get them over the 
hump. 

Canadiens: They went to the Stanley Cup Final last year, so anyone who 
doubted they’d be a playoff team was a hater who was going to eat their 
words yet again. 

Misery ranking 

One thing you’ll notice is that all of those expectations were coming from 
inside the house, as most of the smart people thought all three teams 
could struggle (although I’m not sure anybody thought they’d be this 
bad.) 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Current roster 

There was to be some talent here, right? 

Senators: Brady Tkachuk is good, although he’s only scoring at a 20-goal 
pace so far. Drake Batherson and Josh Norris are having good years. 
Thomas Chabot continues to play half the game almost every night, 
which he kind of has to since the rest of the blue line is pretty awful. 
Other than that, it’s a mix of young guys still finding their games a handful 
of quasi-useful veterans. 

Canucks: It wasn’t that long ago that Elias Pettersson was viewed as one 
of the best young talents in the league, although he’s been a huge 
disappointment this year. Quinn Hughes is already in the running to be 
the best defenseman the team has ever had, which maybe says more 
about their history than his talent, but still. Conor Garland and J.T. Miller 
are good, and Bo Horvat and Brock Boeser should be too. 

Canadiens: There are definitely some pieces in place, although nobody’s 
really standing out so far this year. Brendan Gallagher and Tyler Toffoli 
could play for anyone, Josh Anderson has his moments, and Nick Suzuki 
continues to develop. Now if we could only figure out what’s going on 
with Jeff Petry. 

Misery ranking 
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Given their recent tear-down, you’d expect Ottawa to take the “bad 
roster” category fairly easily. You would be right. 

1. Senators 

2. Canadiens 

3. Canucks 

Goaltending 

You’ll notice we didn’t mention the goalies in that last section. That’s 
because the position is so important that it really needs its own category. 

Senators: They bet on Matt Murray with a big contract. He cleared 
waivers over the weekend. 

Canucks: Thatcher Demko hasn’t been great this year, but he hasn’t 
been the problem. At 25, he has easily the best long-term outlook of 
anyone on these teams. 

Canadiens: We’re still waiting to see what happens when Carey Price 
returns, but at his best he’s near the top of most lists. The problem is that 
his best tends to come in the playoffs and that’s not really going to be a 
factor this year. 

Misery ranking 

Question: Am I overrating Price because I’m still scarred by last spring? 
Answer: Shut up. 

1. Senators 

2. Canucks 

3. Canadiens 

Future outlook 

OK, so we’ve covered the current rosters. But with the season almost 
already over for all three teams, who has the most to look forward to in 
the years to come? 

Senators: They’re pretty solid here, thanks to several years of bottoming 
out for high picks. For all their faults, the organization tends to draft and 
develop well, and there are plenty of good young pieces either on the 
roster now or on the way. We can argue over how high the ceiling is on 
some of their prospects, and you’d certainly like to see more from Tim 
Stützle this year, but overall they’re in decent shape. 

Canucks: This one really comes down to whether you think Pettersson 
can be fixed. I do, so he and Hughes still give them a solid foundation. 
The prospect pipeline is decent but not outstanding, and they traded 
away a top-10 pick last summer. Demko, Boeser, Garland and Horvat 
should already be in their primes but are all young enough that you could 
still hope for some improvement. 

Canadiens: The early-season Cole Caufield hype train derailed quickly, 
although there’s still lots of time to get it back on track. Suzuki looks like 
the real deal. There’s not a ton to get excited about after that and the 
Coyotes own one of their first-round picks thanks to the Christian Dvorak 
trade, but Montreal keeps their own pick if it’s in the top 10. Which it will 
be. 

Misery ranking 

Honestly, all three teams come out at least OK here, which is no fun. 
Let’s make sure the next section has peak misery. 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Ownership 

Yep, that should do it. 

Senators: Put it this way, when we all did a mega-mock draft of 
everything in the NHL last year, Eugene Melnyk wasn’t just the last 
owner taken, he was the only one to make it to the last round because 

everyone else had “DON’T GET STUCK WITH MELNYK” scrawled 
across the top of the draft notes. 

Canucks: Francesco Aquilini at least spends money, and he does seem 
to want to win. He just doesn’t seem to have any idea how to do it, and 
these days his plan seems to be to do an impression of a deer in the 
headlights while the season goes down the tubes. He does seem to have 
recently stopped tweeting, which is one of the best decisions anyone can 
make. 

Canadiens: Geoff Molson went AWOL as his team was imploding, but 
eventually emerged to make the tough call on front-office changes. 

Misery ranking 

The Habs and Canucks have their issues, but come on … 

1. Senators 

2. Canucks 

3. Canadiens 

Front office 

OK, so enough about the problems. Who’s going to fix it? 

Senators: Pierre Dorion hit a home run on the Erik Karlsson trade but his 
record on other moves has been spotty. He’s also gone silent as the 
season’s gone south. Also, didn’t they hire Pierre McGuire last summer? 
Has anyone seen him since? 

Canucks: Is Jim Benning still in charge? (Refreshes Twitter.) Huh. OK. 

Canadiens: They’re tough to rank since we don’t know who the next GM 
will be. Well, we do — it’s Jeff Gorton, but they’re going to give the official 
title to someone else while Gorton will be the one making the decisions. 

Misery ranking 

All jokes aside, I think Gorton is a really smart hockey guy and I’d be 
happy to have him running my team. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

Coaching 

They’re among the most important guys in an organization. They’re also 
the easiest to swap out, so don’t get too attached. 

Senators: D.J. Smith has had some mixed reviews, and there’s growing 
frustration in Ottawa over the team’s lack of defensive structure. It’s not 
easy to coach a team in full rebuild mode, though. 

Canucks: It feels unfair to even rank them here, since it seems like Travis 
Green is a placeholder while the Canucks talk to potential replacements. 

Canadiens: Dominique Ducharme had a hell of a playoff run, which 
meant that the team pretty much had to give him the full-time job. But 
right now, he doesn’t look like he has any answers. 

Misery ranking 

I think we have to give this one to Vancouver just based on the feeling 
that a change is coming any day now. If that change means somebody 
like Claude Julien arrives, maybe they bump down to the bottom of the 
list. 

1. Canucks 

2. Canadiens 

3. Senators 

Cap situation 

We can spend our way out of this, right? 

Senators: They’ve got a ton of salary cap room, but nobody thinks the 
owner will actually let them spend it. 
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Canucks: They’re locked in on most of their key pieces, some of whom 
are decent values and some of whom are Tyler Myers and Oliver Ekman-
Larsson. Brock Boeser still needs a new deal, and there’s room to make 
that happen. But they won’t have much to work with after that unless they 
can get creative. 

Canadiens: They’re actually already over the cap for next year, although 
that’s misleading because it counts Shea Weber. Still, there’s very little 
room to work with and not much coming off the books this summer. 

Misery ranking 

Yeah, it turns out we’re not spending our way out of this. 

1. Canadiens 

2. Canucks 

3. Senators 

Reason for optimism 

There has to be some, right? 

Senators: They’re young, there are prospects on the way, and while this 
year has been disappointing, they’re still on track to be in the playoff mix 
in another year or two if they can keep the roster intact. 

Canucks: Once Aquilini is done stalling, big changes feel inevitable. They 
might even be the right ones. 

Canadiens: Carey Price is coming back to save the season, Gorton will 
get the front office back on track, and Suzuki and Caufield will lead the 
way on the ice. 

Misery ranking 

But check back after the Canucks self-detonate. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

Elias Pettersson has struggled this year but played at a near a point-per-
game pace in his three previous seasons. (Bob Frid / USA Today) 

The view from the beat writers 

Let’s close this out by seeing what the guys who cover these teams 
every day have to say about how things are going. 

Senators: “But the plummet to the bottom of the standings this season 
feels less like a controlled nosedive and more like a wild, unhinged 
tailspin” says Ian Mendes. 

Canucks: “Right now, no matter how they play, the Canucks seem 
destined to find ways to lose games. They could gather around an old 
computer and find a way to run out of lives in Putt-Putt Goes to the 
Moon” says Thomas Drance. 

Canadiens: “The Canadiens are awful” says Arpon Basu, and that one 
gets bonus points because it was in the headline. 

Misery ranking 

I’m nudging the Habs down because Arpon wrote that before they fired 
everyone. I’m nudging the Canucks up because Drance made me learn 
what Putt-Putt Goes to the Moon is. 

1. Canucks 

2. Senators 

3. Canadiens 

And the winner is… 

… fans of the country’s other four teams. 

It’s tempting to just call this a three-way tie. After all, “there are no 
winners here” would be a decent slogan for all three teams right now. But 
that would be a copout, and we don’t do ties in the NHL anymore. You 
made it this far, you deserve a decision. 

In the end, I don’t think we can go with the Habs. They’ve had some 
recent success, their best player hasn’t played yet this year, they have 
two excellent young pieces, and they just made some of the big changes 
that everyone thought they needed. That doesn’t mean they’ll be the right 
changes, and this could all go even further south very quickly. But for 
now, let’s see what Gorton can do. 

I also don’t think we can crown the Senators here. They’re the worst 
team right now, but they also had the lowest expectations, and on paper 
at least they’ve got the brightest future. A lot of that hinges on ownership 
and management actually keeping the team together, but they’re off to a 
decent start there. Rebuilds take time, sometimes more than you’d like, 
but at least there’s been a plan in Ottawa. 

That leaves us with the Canucks, which surprises me a bit because you 
could argue that they have the best lineup right now. That’s nice, but it 
doesn’t get you very far if the rest of the organization isn’t pushing in the 
right direction, and right now it just doesn’t seem like Vancouver knows 
what they’re doing from ownership on down. That view could change 
quickly, depending on what changes they finally get around to making 
over the next few days and weeks (or months, or years). But for now, 
congratulations Vancouver, you’ve finally won something. 

Or have they? I’m guessing that all three fan bases will have some 
opinions to share on this battle, so head into the comments and let me 
know who you’d crown as the country’s most miserable team. 
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The Athletic / By the Numbers: Ranking the NHL’s top 25 puck-moving 
defensemen 

 

By Harman Dayal and Dom Luszczyszyn  

Nov 30, 2021  

 

The old adage goes that hockey teams are built from the net out, that a 
strong defense is the backbone of any team with real Stanley Cup 
aspirations. While the view itself is overly simplistic — every position is 
important in its own way — it does pay to have the right type of 
defenders leading the charge. 

That’s something that’s evolved a lot in recent years as a focus on puck 
possession above all else has taken a hold of the league. It’s made puck 
management more important than ever before, spearheading the era of 
the puck-moving defensemen where certain skill sets have become more 
valuable. 

It’s not enough to throw the puck up and off the glass anymore. It’s not 
enough to play it safe when the team is rushing up ice. It’s not enough to 
throw harmless shots at the net from the point. The modern NHL 
defenseman can move the puck in all three zones from clean breakouts 
in the defensive zone, to joining the rush in the neutral zone, to setting up 
shots in the offensive zone — the best of the best can do it all and do it 
well. 

That’s always been the case for the league’s elite, but more and more 
blue lines are being built with those skill sets as a top priority throughout 
each pairing. There will always be a place for the stay-at-home type, but 
puck-movers are taking over and the best defense corps are the ones 
that can drive play, thriving with the puck on their sticks. 

With this piece, we want to highlight those very players with the help of 
data from InStat showcasing the game’s best defenders at moving the 
puck in all three zones. We’re using data from the 2020-21 season as 
this season is still in its infancy and can be prone to smaller sample 
issues. 

The Defensive Zone: Zone Exits 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 1, 2021 

 

How many times have you heard an NHL coach or executive praise a 
defender’s ability to swiftly retrieve pucks in the defensive zone and 
make a good first pass? These are fundamental tools that teams 
universally seek out when constructing their back ends. 

The emphasis of this skill set makes a lot of sense because of the two-
way value it delivers. 

A strong puck-mover can not only drive possession and offense but clean 
breakouts also help the team spend less time under siege in the 
defensive zone. Alex Novet’s 2018 research of Corey Sznajder’s tracking 
data found that 40 percent of five-on-five goals scored originated from 
“poor” exits. Transitional play is obviously far from the only trait that 
matters when evaluating defensemen but success on defensive zone 
exits might very well be on the top of the list when it comes to coveted 
assets. Name an elite defenseman and chances are he’s pretty darn 
good at orchestrating clean breakouts. 

To examine the best puck movers in the defensive zone we first looked 
at how many successful defensive zone breakouts each NHL defender 
led per 60 minutes (volume). We wanted to combine that with an 
efficiency metric to account for puck management because we figured 
what’s the point of leading a high number of possession exits if you’re 
also a high risk for turning it over? We accounted for that by looking at 
what percentage of the defender’s breakout attempts led to at least some 
kind of exit regardless of whether it was with or without possession (exit 
percentage). We averaged these two scores based on what percentile 
each player fell into. This gave us an overall score that rewards 
defensemen who lead a ton of defensive exits with possession (volume) 
and manage the puck well with intelligent risk tolerance (efficiency). 

The puck management aspect is what weeded out players like Quinn 
Hughes, Shea Theodore, Keith Yandle and MacKenzie Weegar for this 
defensive zone category (don’t worry they’ll all show up later in this 
piece). 

Anyway, here are the 25 best defensemen at transitioning the puck 
through the defensive zone based on last season’s data. 

The first three names on this list shouldn’t surprise anybody. Alex 
Pietrangelo, Roman Josi and Erik Karlsson all have well-earned 
reputations as players who can singlehandedly control the game from the 
back end. Each of the three differs a little bit in terms of how they get the 
job done. Josi is far and away the most aggressive defenseman in the 
league at using his feet to rush the puck out for exits on his own. 
Pietrangelo, meanwhile, leans on outlet passes more than any defender 
in the league which makes sense given how well Vegas usually provides 
puck support. Karlsson loves leading exits both ways though he leans a 
little closer to Josi with how often he prefers to skate it out himself. 

The other elite puck movers that shouldn’t surprise anyone by being on 
this list include Cale Makar, Morgan Rielly, Miro Heiskanen, Charlie 
McAvoy, Thomas Chabot, John Klingberg, Sam Girard, Adam Fox, 
Rasmus Dahlin and Nick Leddy. All of this aligns well with league-wide 
perception. 

Aside from that, however, there are some pretty intriguing names. Jordan 
Oesterle and Travis Dermott each excelled in the puck-moving 
department in sheltered minutes. In Oesterle’s case, this hasn’t ever 
really translated to overall two-way success. Dermott’s a little different 
and may be worth a roll of the dice for a rebuilding team that’s perhaps 
looking for a buy-low opportunity on a defender with some upside. The 
24-year-old is prone to making big mistakes from time to time and he 
hasn’t looked comfortable higher up the lineup, but he’s an excellent 
puck mover who’s historically driven really strong results on Toronto’s 
third pair. 

Dante Fabbro has gradually grown into a solid complementary player in 
Nashville. He had some bumps in the road when he initially entered the 
league as a highly-touted prospect but he’s shown good poise and 
control in minutes next to Josi and Mattias Ekholm over the last little 
while. 

Gustav Forsling is a less-heralded player who showed really well last 
season. Florida’s done a really good job of integrating castaway players 
both up front and on the back end and putting them into positions to 
succeed. Forsling is one of the poster boys of that, although it’s a small 

sample so it’ll be interesting to see over the years whether he can sustain 
this kind of form. 

St. Louis has a trio of players in Justin Faulk, Colton Parayko and Torey 
Krug that land on this list. The Blues are a fascinating case study 
because they have three premier puck movers and yet none of them has 
quite been able to replace the Norris Trophy level value that Pietrangelo 
used to bring. That shouldn’t be an indictment on the Blues because 
Pietrangelo’s form has dipped and the contract carries substantial risk 
but Faulk and Krug aren’t No.1 defenders despite providing solid value 
while Parayko’s underlying two-way results have been trending in the 
wrong direction. 

Speaking of Krug, the similarly diminutive Matt Grzelcyk has excelled as 
Boston’s internal replacement for the former. Grzelyck doesn’t have the 
flash, dynamic qualities and power-play utility that Krug does but he’s 
handled his promotion into the Bruins’ top-four really well. He’s one of the 
league’s underrated defenders and so too is Dmitry Orlov who also finds 
himself on this list. 

Chris Tanev was one of the bigger surprises on this list. His puck-moving 
skills usually don’t come top of mind and he almost surely wouldn’t have 
landed on this list in some of his previous years in Vancouver, but Tanev 
enjoyed a tremendous renaissance season with the Flames. That said, 
Tanev’s always been a smart decision-maker with the puck and an 
excellent passer so it makes sense that he’s been able to at least help in 
the defense to neutral zone aspect of transition play. 

Rounding out the list, we have Kris Russell, who was the poster boy of 
analytics debates for a number of years. Former Oilers GM Peter 
Chiarelli cited Russell’s exceptional puck-moving numbers in Edmonton’s 
internal data collection some years ago to refute criticism his player was 
taking in the public analytics community. Years later, the hard-nosed 
defender is still standing strong in this category. 

This is where the debate between shot metrics and microstats was really 
ignited. Many like Chiarelli pointed to microstats like the zone exit 
numbers while others were steadfast that it didn’t matter because his 
overall two-way impact still paled. To us, this is a reminder that while 
zone exits results are really important, they aren’t the only part of the 
equation. Russell’s been a fine defenseman over the years but it can’t be 
ignored that his teams got outshot and outchanced by substantial 
margins when he stepped on the ice regardless of his success on 
breakouts. 

There’s even a logical reason for this. Russell’s defensive metrics are 
excellent as a result of his rugged play away from the puck and strong 
work on zone exits. The problem is his offensive impact is so anemic that 
the team barely generates shots and chances. So yes, Russell’s excelled 
at transitioning play out of his own zone but the non-existent offense has 
offset that impact to a large degree. 

Below, you can find the leaders for the individual categories for volume 
(controlled exits per 60) and overall efficiency (getting the puck out safely 
regardless of whether it’s with possession or not). 

While much of the focus on “puck-moving” from a defenseman’s 
perspective comes from their ability on the breakout, their ability to rush 
up ice is also an extremely important skill set. Attack with numbers and 
the attack becomes far more dangerous and that’s evident from watching 
some of the game’s best join, and sometimes lead, the rush. The 
excitement is palpable and it comes from having more options charging 
up ice. 

It can be a scary thought if a defensemen gets caught, but the best of the 
best know how to balance risk and reward in order to bring the puck up 
ice effectively and efficiently, acting as a “fourth” forward. A rover, if you 
will. 

In order to measure the best puck-movers through the neutral zone we 
looked at two things: volume and efficiency, and then we averaged out 
the two scores based on what percentile the player fell into. For volume, 
we simply used clean entries per 60. For efficiency, we used clean 
entries per attempt (though InStat is unclear about failed entries, so 
neutral zone losses were used). The idea is that it’s harder to be efficient 
the larger the puck-carrying burden is, so we wanted to reward the 
defenders who moved the puck up ice a lot along with those that were 
particularly adept at it. 
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Based on those two factors, here are the top 25 puck-moving defenders 
moving through the neutral zone. 

Immediately, it’s a pretty intuitive list. Whenever “moving the puck in 
transition” comes to mind, Roman Josi’s face should always be the first 
one that pops up. He’s been transformative in that regard and is a leader 
leading the attack more than any other defenseman. That he enters the 
zone with such efficiency despite such heavy usage is remarkable with 
his big thing being his ability to do it all himself. Josi carries it in himself 
11 times per 60 which is four more than the next highest defender, Makar 
at 6.8. 

The guys who can do that are a rare breed as there are only 10 
defenders who carry it in themselves more than they pass it off to 
someone else to do it. Unsurprisingly, seven of those players made the 
top 25 with the two-headed beast from Dallas, Heiskanen and Klingberg, 
being obvious candidates for that. Funny enough, Jamie Oleksiak, who 
played for Dallas in 2020-21, also made the cut. 

Generally speaking, most defensemen zone entries come from head-
manning the puck up to a forward with the average defender having twice 
as many pass entries compared to carries. That’s the domain of Karlsson 
and Pietrangelo, the only two defenders with more than eight passing 
entries per 60. Interestingly, Theodore is third in that regard at 7.7 per 60, 
a contrast to Dallas’s play-style from its top two. 

As for the list itself, it’s a who’s who of players anyone who pays attention 
to hockey would expect to land on the list. Victor Hedman is an elite 
rearguard who can do it all so it makes sense that he’s moving the puck 
up ice a lot and managing it well. Pietrangelo fits that bill too along with 
players like McAvoy, Aaron Ekblad and Jeff Petry. There’s also the new 
wave of defensemen following along Makar’s lead; the aforementioned 
Heiskanen, Dahlin, Hughes, teammate Girard, Mikhail Sergachev and 
even Adam Boqvist. They all fit the current trend to varying degrees, 
likely inspired by watching Karlsson over the prior decade. Riskier 
players in the Klingberg mould like Darnell Nurse, Rielly, Krug, Chabot 
and Leddy are also no surprise as moving the puck is a hallmark of their 
game – even if they give back a bit the other way. 

It’s those players’ presence on the list that makes it valid. It’s who you 
expect and it confirms what we’re looking for. It’s the unexpected names 
popping up that help shed some light on some unheralded players. Orlov 
and Damon Severson are some well-kept secrets on the Capitals and 
Devils respectively. Both are rated highly by their own fan bases, but 
maybe don’t have as bright a light shining on their abilities as they 
should. That Orlov has one of the highest entry volumes in the league 
and Severson the highest efficiency rate is certainly eye-popping. Both 
are better than they’re often given credit for. 

Lower down the list are two names that are likely unexpected and help 
point to how both players were able to have a breakout year last season: 
Mike Reilly and Forsling. They were shocking analytics darlings in 2020-
21 and data like this helps illuminate why that was the case. It may not 
be sustainable over other names lower on the list (like Norris winner Fox 
who just missed the cut), but it’s impressive nevertheless. 

Below, we’ve broken down the two primary segments further so you can 
explore which players are the best at each faction. 

Transporting the puck from one end of the ice to the other is highly 
valuable. Even better is a player that can key the transition game and 
function as a crucial cog in the five-man unit’s offensive attack. There are 
a few exceptional defensemen that can legitimately threaten from the 
point with laser shots but for the most part, the game’s top offensive 
defensemen excel based on their ability to skate around in the offensive 
zone and pierce passing seams. 

Let’s take a look at which blueliners make the highest number of 
successful passes into the slot, which is where most goals are scored. 

There’s a lot of overlap from previous sections on this list with Josi, 
Grzelcyk, Karlsson, Hughes, Rielly, Fox, McAvoy, Girard, Severson, 
Reilly, Leddy, Dahlin, Pietrangelo, Krug and Makar. 

Yandle’s routinely been one of the game’s very best playmakers from the 
back end although his declining assist numbers this season suggest that 
Father Time may finally be starting to catch up to him. 

Ryan Pulock doesn’t post huge point totals but that’s mostly because he 
doesn’t log a lot of time on the power play. At five-on-five, he and Adam 
Pelech have formed one of the league’s best pairs with Pulock taking the 
reins as the more prominent setup man offensively. 

Josh Morrissey’s an interesting one. He’s had a tough time driving quality 
two-way results in recent seasons but he has a proven track record of 
finding his teammates in the middle and it’s fascinating that his 
underlying numbers have resurged this season. 

This list also shines a light on some less-heralded players like Troy 
Stecher and Ryan Murray. Stecher, in particular, is an interesting one. 
He’s an effective bottom pair player who defends well and while he lacks 
dynamic skills, he’s a quality passer who ranks 56th among all NHL 
defensemen with 36 five-on-five assists over the last three seasons. 

Putting it All Together 

We’ve gone through the best defensemen at breaking the puck out 
(Pietrangelo, Josi, Karlsson), moving it up ice (Josi, Karlsson, Makar), 
and distributing it offensively (Josi, Yandle, Grzelcyk). Now it’s time to put 
it all together. 

This isn’t meant to be a definitive list as these few stats aren’t meant to 
be an all-encompassing measure of puck-moving ability (especially with 
each metric weighted equally), but it’s a helpful starting point and 
snapshot of who was best during the 2020-21 season. 

Like the other names headlining each category, the final list should be of 
little surprise to anyone watching the games as they encompass a large 
majority of the players with the strongest puck-moving reputations. It 
passes the smell test, and that helps illuminate some of the lesser-known 
talents. Maybe it’s time to start paying attention to their games a bit more. 

Across the board, it’s hard to be truly elite in all three zones in terms of 
puck-moving ability. Josi and Karlsson are the only ones who rank above 
the 90th percentile in all three. Even the best have some weak spots. 
McAvoy isn’t as strong rushing up ice. Hughes is a bit more careless on 
the breakout, although he’s shown better on that front this season. 
Heiskanen struggles to create offence. It doesn’t take away from any of 
the three’s total ability — they all made the top 25 — it just shows that 
even the very concept of “moving the puck” can mean different things 
and employ different skill sets. It can also depend on context as certain 
outside factors may make it more difficult to move the puck in one regard, 
but less so in another. 

Overall, this feels like a decently strong list of the top puck-moving 
defensemen in hockey and it’s no surprise how much overlap there is 
with the best overall defensemen, period. Moving the puck is a crucial 
element in the modern defenseman’s toolkit, and these 25 are the best at 
it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Canadiens commit to foundational change, 
Olympic optimism dims 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

November 30, 2021, 10:50 PM 

 

There’s a lot to unpack from Montreal. Not just a suitcase or two, but a 
houseful of moving boxes. 

Canadiens owner Geoff Molson was going to make changes on Monday 
morning. He got within 36 hours of pulling it off undetected. And, it’s clear 
that while the Canadiens trudge through a painful post-Stanley Cup Final 
season, Molson mixed the cement for foundational changes. 

What we know: 
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• Jeff Gorton was going to be high on all the lists for available 
management jobs. Molson aggressively removed him from the market, 
with what is believed to be a five-year contract. When you want to dance 
with someone at the prom, don’t allow space for anyone to cut in. 

• Molson created the framework for a two-person structure, knowing that 
it is critical for a “face of the franchise” to be able to communicate in 
French and English. Gorton doesn’t seek attention. It was perfect for him 
in New York, where John Davidson is comfortable in front of the 
cameras. He won’t have a problem with a Daniel Briere (or someone like 
him, more below) in that position. 

• The Canadiens may be headed for a full rebuild. “Nothing scares me” 
about that, Molson said. 

• Molson revealed, unprompted, that he’s directed his medical staff to 
create a mental health strategy and infrastructure to better protect the 
players. The organization’s seen two high-profile recent mental-health 
cases -- Jonathan Drouin and Carey Price. You can shrug your shoulders 
and say, “That’s life in the big city,” or you can respond with, “That’s 
always going to be the case here, but what can we do to ease the 
pressure?” Development isn’t just on the ice, and we’re doing more to 
address that. 

Marc Bergevin, built much better than most mere mortals, dealt with 
similar burnout after a decade in the white-hot Montreal spotlight. The 
stress of the position aged him like a two-term president, and Molson 
made it clear this is no longer a one-person job. 

For a decade, Bergevin and Molson were like Edge and Christian, a true 
tag team. Other managers would say Bergevin had one of the best 
GM/owner setups in the league with true backing and support from the 
top. (Another is San Jose: Hasso Plattner/Doug Wilson. Get well, Doug.) 
Bergevin received a lengthy extension three years after being hired, and 
Molson backed him until now -- even when the fanbase didn’t. 

“I’ve never interfered with the hockey decisions,” Molson said on 
Monday. “I’ve always been somebody who asks a lot of questions, finds 
a way to be supportive. Today you see me making a difficult decision, 
and that’s because I’ve reached a point where I’m not supportive 
anymore.” 

Even then, he added Bergevin did a good job in Montreal. The GM's 
greatest strength is his conviction. You have to believe in yourself, and 
Bergevin clearly does. 

Their relationship strained as last season’s playoff approached. The two 
were discussing an extension, but Bergevin was thinking it might be time 
because of the toll the decade took on him. That’s totally understandable; 
a lot of us are reconsidering our lives, especially as the pandemic 
redefines what’s important to each person. 

The playoff run was two months of unexpected joy but, even then, 
fissures arose. Bergevin and Molson were not close on compensation, 
drafting Logan Mailloux and the ensuing fallout was terribly handled, 
then, the Canadiens fell to 29th in the NHL. Ownership took a long look 
at Bergevin’s trusted deputy, Scott Mellanby, as the Gorton-level 
replacement, but ultimately decided on “a fresh start.” 

1. Even before Gorton’s hiring, multiple sources indicate Daniel Briere’s 
name came up internally as a possibility for the GM position. So, ECHL 
Maine’s president is going to get a long look here. 

I always assume there are candidates I’m not yet aware of, but other legit 
options include: Tampa Bay director of hockey operations Mathieu 
Darche and, depending on his desire, Anaheim assistant GM Martin 
Madden. One of the questions candidates at that level may ask is, is it 
really a promotion to go from their current position to Canadiens’ GM with 
Gorton already there? Roberto Luongo would make sense, too, and he’s 
going to be a GM someday. The lure of the Canadiens is tempting for 
anyone from the province, but is the timing right for him? The Panthers 
have a good thing going, and he’s learning a ton. 

2. There’s zero harm in talking to Patrick Roy. What it comes down to is 
what everyone, including Roy, is willing to accept. 

3. Shea Weber was in Montreal for a physical, the second time he’s been 
asked to meet with team doctors this season. (The first was when the 
Canadiens were in Seattle.) Generally, players on long-term injury who 

aren’t expected to play are only required to get checked out at the start of 
training camp, but Weber’s drawn extra scrutiny from the NHL. I think 
he’d be playing if he could, but this is where we are. 

4. If Bergevin wants a less-stressful environment, Vancouver doesn’t 
make sense. Mellanby knows that organization, having worked there 
under Mike Gillis. The Canucks have made it very clear they are not 
making any long-term decisions until they have done their due diligence, 
and that’s definitely underway. They considered Claude Julien and Scott 
Walker as coaching options, but decided against it. I do think other 
organizations will look at Travis Green if he is free. 

5. There are two questions on Evander Kane: First, is there anything that 
isn’t public teams need to be worried about? If the answer is no, we 
move to: What is his salary? If it’s the current $7 million, the market is 
very limited. If it’s $3.5 million -- San Jose has let teams know they are 
willing to eat half -- the market grows, and potentially even more if a third 
team is involved to further lower the hit. A reminder that Kane has a 
three-team trade list, and, like many players, he manipulates it so that it’s 
hard to move him. For example, I believe one of the teams on his list is 
Winnipeg, and we know that’s not happening. 

6. Kane won’t go on the AHL Barracudas road trip to Abbotsford and 
Stockton that extends through Tuesday, which means his debut likely 
comes Dec. 11 at home. During his first media availability, he again 
disputed reports that he doesn’t have a good relationship with his Sharks’ 
teammates, although he admitted he hasn’t spoken to any of them. 

“I've been doing my own thing,” Kane said. “As I'm sure they have.” 

Barracuda coach Roy Sommer said it best: “He wants to get back to the 
NHL. This is his first time he's ever been in the minors, so it's probably a 
shock. But he knows if he does things right he'll get back there.” 

7. The Bruins have Anton Blidh injured, Brad Marchand suspended and 
multiple COVID-19 cases at AHL Providence making call-ups impossible. 
Coach Bruce Cassidy is in protocol, too. Jake DeBrusk asked for a trade 
-- something also investigated last summer -- and Boston would like to 
accommodate it, but their unstable roster situation makes things trickier. 
St. Louis has been a rumoured destination for a while, for example, but 
there’s a lot of interest. 

This is a personal brainstorm, but I wonder if there’s a fit with Seattle in a 
Mason Appleton-type move. Appleton found a niche in Winnipeg last 
season, but it’s been harder with the Kraken. DeBrusk will be a restricted 
free agent with arbitration rights and a qualifying offer just above $4 
million. 

8. Appleton scored his first two goals of the season Monday in a 7-4 win 
over Buffalo. Another name to watch. 

9. Jeff Marek reported Saturday that Carolina called Dallas about John 
Klingberg. The Stars are not ready for that, yet. 

10. Rod Brind’Amour was fined $25,000 on Tuesday for inappropriate 
conduct during Sunday’s 4-2 loss to Washington. He was furious at a 
late-game slashing call on Sebastian Aho, but I didn’t think his reaction 
was anything crazy, and all he said post-game was, “It’s a tough way to 
end a game. It was a great game, great hockey game. What are you 
going to do?” 

The explanation comes from an Oct. 18 memo sent to GMs and coaches 
indicating the league had “already seen several instances of head 
coaches making unacceptable public comments critical of officiating and 
video replay decisions, as well as unprofessional conduct on the bench in 
response to penalty calls, non-calls and even icing calls. All General 
Managers and coaches are hereby put on notice that, effective 
immediately, all such public comments and demeaning displays that are 
critical of officiating, video replay and supplemental discipline specifically, 
and, more generally the League and the game, will result in an automatic 
fine of not less than $25,000. Any subsequent violations during the 2021-
22 Regular Season and Stanley Cup Playoffs will result in a doubling of 
the fine.” 

That served as an industry-wide warning, with the advice that “if you do 
not like a call or a non-call, a video replay decision that did not go your 
team’s way or a supplemental discipline decision, you are free to say that 
you ‘saw it a different way’ or that you ‘disagree with the decision.’” 
Again, I didn’t think this was too bad, but Brind’Amour was fined during 
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the 2020 bubble playoffs for officiating criticism. So there’s some history. 
Maybe the league doesn’t like jacked coaches. 

11. The biggest criticism of Jack Hughes’ extension is that he hasn’t 
played much: 55 points in just 119 games due to injury, with no 
arbitration rights. The only others at ages 20-24 to reach $8M in fewer 
games are Kirill Kaprizov (55, but five years in the KHL) and Cale Makar 
(101, with 35 more in the playoffs). The others: Zach Werenski (335 
games), Sebastian Aho (242), Mitch Marner (241), Charlie McAvoy (235), 
Miro Heiskanen (205), Brady Tkachuk (198), Auston Matthews (196), 
Thomas Chabot & Adam Fox (134), Connor McDavid (127, and it’s 
ludicrous to use him as any kind of comparison). 

I look at it this way: New Jersey knows him better than anyone else. He’s 
a cornerstone for their franchise. If you really believe in Hughes, sign him 
for as long as you can, because, chances are his price isn’t going down. 
Let’s see where we are in three years. I’d bet the Devils will be thanking 
God they didn’t go bridge. 

12. Chuck Fletcher is patient, and the Flyers GM proved it Tuesday by 
saying, "I'd really like to see what we have before making changes,” and 
“we need to play better with what we have.” When New Jersey 
dominated Philadelphia at five-on-five during Sunday’s 5-2 win, I thought 
something might have to give. But it’s not a surprise Fletcher prefers 
otherwise. After Wednesday’s game at the Rangers, the Flyers have 
three days off before an extremely stiff challenge. Five games in seven 
days starting with a home back-to-back against Tampa Bay and 
Colorado, a day off, at New Jersey, a day off, followed by a back-to-back 
in Vegas and Arizona. That is brutally tough and seems risky for the 
players -- especially on an already-shorthanded team. 

13. There are hard feelings between Matt Murray and the Senators. 
Murray clearly feels he is a scapegoat, with injuries and illness 
preventing him from being at full-strength. Ottawa, not performing as well 
as hoped, feels it's been patient enough and the results aren’t there. It 
doesn’t sound like there were many trade talks prior to the waiver move, 
and we’ll see if there’s any fit while Murray tries to get his game back at 
AHL Belleville. 

Buffalo makes the most sense, but will want salary retention or some 
other sweetener. The Sabres are definitely looking for an upgrade. 
Wondered if Toronto would consider it, but when you look at their cap 
situation -- even Murray at 50 per cent doesn’t really work for them. 

14. Unfortunately, we are going in the wrong direction with COVID-19. 
“Yesterday, we were all talking about Montreal,” one exec said Tuesday. 
“Now, we’re all talking about Omicron.” 

The AHL has several rough situations and it’s not trending well in the 
NHL, either. The Olympic deadline -- without penalty -- is Jan. 10, and 
barring a rash of postponements that make it obvious, the NHL and 
NHLPA will wait as close as they can to the deadline. 

Someone sent a wild story from The New York Times explaining how a 
Polish luger, Mateusz Sochowicz, fractured a leg during a training run in 
November on the Olympic track. According to the report, Chinese 
authorities said he could not travel for two weeks due to protocols, so 
Sochowicz was stashed on a cargo plane from Beijing to Milan, where he 
took another flight to Warsaw. This is the exact situation that has NHL 
teams pulling their hair out, although some players have said they remain 
unfazed and still want to go to the Games. Imagine your favourite 
Olympian sent home around boxfuls of staplers. As the COVID cases 
grow, it’s harder and harder to be optimistic about Beijing. 

15. Vegas All-Star weekend was supposed to involve something with the 
Bellagio fountain. Would love to see it, and maybe being outside saves 
that event. There are going to be strict protocols in Vegas. I’m sure 
everyone will be crushed if media day is postponed. 

16. Carolina’s in a rough spot with COVID. They have three positive 
cases and come to Canada next week. There’s a possibility that some of 
them could return to play at home, but not be allowed to go to Winnipeg, 
Calgary, Edmonton and/or Vancouver under border rules. 

17. Brendan Lemieux received a five-game suspension for biting Brady 
Tkachuk, and the league explanation video inferred there was an 
aggressive defence as to what could be proven. The cut is clear on 
Tkachuk’s right hand, but it is specifically noted that “while circumstantial 
evidence supports the argument Lemieux may have bitten Tkachuk 

multiple times during this fight, we are limiting our review of this incident 
to the bite that occurs almost immediately after the players fall to the ice.” 
That is to the left hand. 

“Due to a lack of evidence, this decision does not include an analysis of 
how Tkachuk ended up bleeding from his right hand,” the narrator in the 
NHL's video added. The NHL said it used video evidence supported by 
the officials’ report and medical information submitted by the Senators. 
By keeping the suspension under six games, an arbitrator doesn’t get 
involved. The only appeal is to the commissioner. 

18. From what I understand, this is now the longest suspension for biting 
in NHL history. The previous record was Dave Manson (then of Chicago), 
who got three games for chomping on Scott Stevens in February of 1990. 
Both players were given match penalties. Manson for biting, Stevens for 
gouging. What a clash that must have been, two killers. 

19. I’m guesstimating $875 million as the purchase price for Pittsburgh 
until told otherwise. 

20. Four goalies have been pulled by concussions spotters in the last two 
weeks -- Jake Allen, MacKenzie Blackwood, Sergei Bobrovsky and Jake 
Oettinger. There’s no evidence of any memo being sent to let teams 
know it is a point of emphasis, but that’s definitely a trend. 

21. Mentioned last week about the concerns regarding a rise in slew-
footing with the cross-checking crackdown. First, Kevin Labanc, now 
Brad Marchand. This foul will now be penalized much more harshly than 
we’ve seen in years. 

22. Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm looked absolutely stunned at being 
bloodied by Gabriel Landeskog during the Predators’ 6-2 loss to the 
Avalanche last Saturday. One reason: it is extremely unusual to see 
Swede-on-Swede crime. Because Marek is the super-nerd for this stuff, I 
asked him if he remembered any other fights between two players from 
that country. He found two: Klingberg and Patric Hornqvist last season; 
Viktor Arvidsson and Carl Hagelin in 2017. I was also surprised to see 
that Mats Sundin had 1,093 penalty minutes. Total goon. 

23. Anaheim’s Trevor Zegras revealed how he won $100 from St. Louis’s 
Ryan O’Reilly by beating him in a faceoff, with the Blues’ captain sending 
the money by e-transfer. Zegras also challenged Edmonton’s Leon 
Draisaitl, but lost. “I did end up getting the $100, but I think I beat him 
twice,” Draisaitl said during last Saturday’s pre-game show. “He asked 
me twice, so he still owes me $100.” 

24. Draisaitl laughed at the idea his stick flex is 120. “I’m not Zdeno 
Chara.” 

25. The best story of Arizona’s season is goalie Karel Vejmelka, who’s 
played very well as a 25-year-old rookie from the Czech Republic. 
Vejmelka snared his first shutout Monday night, a 1-0 victory over 
Winnipeg on a night the Coyotes were outshot 46-15. During training 
camp, the team was stuck in traffic returning from a bonding experience 
when it was decided the rookies would sing to pass the time. To 
everyone’s surprise, Vejmelka belted out a terrific version of “Sweet 
Caroline.” Apparently, it was bedlam on the bus as he did it. 

26. Pierre Engvall on David Kampf, who has made a significant impact 
on Toronto: “He looks like he can skate all day.” 

27. Tuesday is a big night for the Bowness family as Dallas head coach 
Rick Bowness coached game 2,500 against Carolina. His entire family 
flew in for the game. That’s more than any other coach in NHL history. 

28. Milan Lucic’s sixth of the season gave Calgary a 1-0 lead over 
Pittsburgh on Monday night. During a second intermission interview, 
Flames host Ryan Leslie pointed out that three of those goals were 
through the five-hole and “nobody’s figured you out yet.” Lucic laughed 
and added, “All the same play too, coming with speed down the left wing. 
Even if you miss those ones, (it’s) a high-percentage shot for a rebound. 
Thankfully this year, they’ve all seemed to go in.” 

CHOOSE PLAN 

29. A free-agent getting interest: 20-year-old Henry Rybinski from WHL 
Seattle. The Vancouver-born forward was drafted in fifth-round in 2019 
by the Panthers but not signed. Since the Thunderbirds have a few draft 
eligibles that will be selected, Rybinski is getting extra looks. 
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30. As proud as Jarome Iginla was to go into the Hall of Fame, he’s 
probably even happier that daughter Jade was named this week to 
Canada’s Under-18 national women’s team selection camp. The Under-
18 women’s Worlds are Jan. 8-15 in Sweden. 

31. Brad Gushue won the Canadian men’s Olympic curling trials, 
meaning he will return to the Games for the first time since gold in 2006. 
According to NBC Sports’ Nick Zaccardi, the only person to go more than 
16 years between Winter Olympic berths is former NHLer Petr Nedved. 
He competed for Canada in 1994 and the Czech Republic in 2014. 

32. Saddened to hear that James Rocchi died of a heart attack last 
weekend at age 53. We attended Western at the same time, where he 
did entertainment writing for the student newspaper. Didn’t realize he 
made a career as a film critic before moving into teaching. Rocchi could 
be very blunt. He ran for student council president, and the fact he was 
too honest is one of the reasons he lost. 

During my last year (1992-93), a growth developed on my ear that would 
need to be surgically removed. Even my good friends tiptoed around that, 
and they were generally ruthless about my slovenly appearance. The first 
time James saw it, he yelled, “Good Lord, Elliotte! What is that on your 
ear?” right in the middle of our Gazette offices. Fifty-three is way, way too 
young. All the best to his friends and family. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.01.2021 

1195357 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Canucks need to send clear message to their fans – like 
Canadiens 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 30, 2021, 6:11 PM 

 

OTTAWA -- The heaviest thing about the Vancouver Canucks’ visit to 
Montreal on Monday was neither the poutine nor Elias Pettersson’s one-
timer, but the juxtaposition between two flailing franchises from similarly-
rabid hockey markets where fans are clamouring for change. 

The Canucks and Montreal Canadiens were tied in the standings but 
couldn’t look farther apart in how they’re dealing with their crises through 
the first quarter of the National Hockey League season. 

Prior to Monday’s 2-1 victory by Vancouver -- someone had to win -- 
Canadiens owner Geoff Molson emerged from hiding to proclaim the 
need for a fresh start after firing stale general manager Marc Bergevin 
and taking an aggressive first step towards renewal by naming Jeff 
Gorton Montreal’s new head of hockey operations. 

It will be the New York Rangers’ former architect’s responsibility to hire a 
bilingual GM, rebuild and diversify the Canadiens’ hockey operations 
staff, and expand the mandate of the team’s medical department to 
include mental health. 

Monday night’s game before a supportive home crowd at the Bell Centre 
seemed an inconsequential postscript to Molson’s rare press conference 
announcing the sweeping changes that should give the Canadiens a 
chance to build a sturdier platform from which to compete annually for 
the playoffs. 

Monday was the first day of a new era for the Canadiens, now a giant 
step ahead of a Canucks organization clinging to the final days or weeks 
or months (it’s still hard to tell) of a dying era in franchise history. 

Canucks owner Francesco Aquilini and his family are still trying to 
determine how and when to replace general manager Jim Benning, who 
rebuilt the team from the spare and aging parts he inherited in 2014 into 
one that finally generated some playoff success six years later but has 
alarmingly regressed in the two seasons since. 

The fatal flaws in the Canucks’ construction, especially on defence, have 
been starkly exposed by the unprojectable and almost unfathomable 
collapse in scoring by a talented forward group that was expected to 
drive the team and spackle over the cracks in the lineup. 

Pettersson’s goal on Monday was his first in 10 games, but Brock Boeser 
hasn’t scored in 11 and J.T. Miller in eight. Bo Horvat has one goal in 11. 
Eleven of the Canucks’ 16 losses have been decided either by one goal 
or two (with an empty-netter). 

Free-agent acquisition Tucker Poolman has been a major 
disappointment on defence and already the four-year contract Benning 
gave him in July looks like something else the Canucks will have to 
survive. And the blue-line depth, generally, is so poorly built that Kyle 
Burroughs, who should be the spare right-side defenceman, was being 
used as a primary penalty-killer on his off-side Sunday when Brad 
Marchand danced around him to set up the winning goal in Boston. 

Yet, Travis Green continues to keep the Canucks engaged and working 
relentlessly despite the coach looking like a dead-man-walking since 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported on Thursday that the Canucks 
were interested in Claude Julien before making a sudden U-turn away 
from Benning’s old coach from the Bruins. 

Still, names of potential successors to Green, including Scott Walker, 
who left his player-development post with the Canucks a year after 
Trevor Linden was forced out as president in 2018, are out there in the 
white noise surrounding the team. This leaves Green flapping like long 
johns on a clothesline as he waits like everyone else to see which 
direction the franchise is moving. 

The biggest early failing of the Benning-Linden era was not the decision 
to sign Loui Eriksson for $36 million in 2016, but the regime’s mushy 
messaging, its failure to clearly articulate priorities and the plan to rebuild 
the team. 

And here we are nearing the apparent end of the Benning era and the 
same problem is even worse. 

Three-and-a-half years since Linden’s departure left the Canucks without 
a willing and readily available senior spokesman and, importantly, a 
buffer between Aquilini and Benning, it’s not the presumptive outgoing 
GM that needs to speak but the owner. 

And by the way, the Canucks need another president of hockey 
operations who can speak to fans and reporters when necessary and be 
a conduit between the GM and ownership. 

When the Canucks were in a different kind of chaos at the start of last 
season and media conjecture had escalated to the point that people were 
reporting succession planning within the organization, Aquilini 
suppressed the flames a little with a clear, if divisive, statement on 
Twitter pledging support for his GM and coach. Both were reviewed after 
the season and brought back for this year, Green on a new two-year 
contract extension. 

Will he make it through the first year of that? Will he make it through this 
road trip if it ends poorly in Ottawa? Few coaches get a guarantee, but 
Green deserves some clarity on his status amid all the white noise – 
clarity that Benning hadn’t the moral authority to provide two weeks ago 
during his only press conference so far this season. 

Leaving a messaging void is dangerous at the best of times, doing so in 
the middle of a hurricane is reckless. 

Canuck fans who have waited 51 years for a Stanley Cup could use 
some clarity, too. Because the biggest thing Geoff Molson provided 
Canadiens fans on Monday was not a new head of hockey-ops, but the 
rough draft of a plan to restore the team and consumer confidence in it. 
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“It's important for the GM to have final say on the decisions, for sure. But 
to have two people to talk, debate and offer different perspectives to 
make the decisions makes us much better able to make the right 
decisions.” -- Geoff Molson. 

Good concept outlined above, but allow us to present how we actually 
see the power dynamic playing out between new executive VP of hockey 
operations Jeff Gorton and whomever the owner of the Montreal 
Canadiens and Gorton decide will be the next general manager. 

Surely Gorton didn’t leave the money still owed to him on his terminated 
contract with the New York Rangers to take a job with this title only to 
then relinquish control of the hockey decisions to the person he’s helping 
to hire. With nearly 30 years of front-office experience in various 
capacities in the NHL, and with other looming opportunities to head up 
operations for other teams likely available to him, he didn’t choose to 
come to Montreal only to give way to a first-time general manager. 

This structure was obviously put in place because Molson is staying true 
to his commitment to appoint a GM who can communicate to the people 
of Quebec -- and to Canadiens fans around the world -- in both English 
and French, and Gorton only speaks English. 

That leaves the man calling the shots in the shadows, which was 
probably as attractive as any other reason Gorton might have considered 
before accepting the role. The GM will alleviate him from having to be the 
team’s spokesperson, help with the operations, forge new relationships 
and then likely take on more and more responsibility as time goes on, 
while Gorton uses his own experience to do the heavy lifting of building 
out the staff and the plan. 

“It’s important to find someone who complements the skillset that Jeff’s 
bringing us,” said Molson. “Someone who maybe has a bit of a different 
vision, someone who has an expertise that’s different, someone who 
learned from another organization and in a different way.” 

We think that person should be someone who’s malleable. An upstart-
type who’s willing to enter into this power structure and grow within it. 
Someone who’s well-respected throughout the hockey world, and 
someone who can help fill another important quotient former GM Marc 
Bergevin did throughout his near 10-year-long reign in Montreal. 

“Berge played 1,000 games in the league and he knows the day-to-day 
grind of the season,” explained Canadiens defenceman Ben Chairot on 
Tuesday. “He knows exactly what we’re feeling and what we’re going 
through. That’s kind of what made him special and unique as a GM is 
he’s right in there with us and knows what we’re feeling after we come in 
after a loss or we come in after long road trip, and he was essentially a 
part of the team and another one of the guys. I think that’s why he had so 
much respect from the guys in the room.” 

We can’t think of a candidate more suited to fill that mandate -- and every 
other requirement -- than Daniel Briere. And from what we’ve been told, 
the former Canadien is high up on the list of candidates being 
considered. 

We’ll dig into the rest of them below, but Briere, who played close to 
1,000 games in the NHL and produced at a near-point-per-game pace in 
124 playoff games over an illustrious career, has been preparing for a job 
like this since he hung up his skates six years ago. 

The 44-year-old went straight from the ice to the front office when he was 
brought on by the Philadelphia Flyers in October 2015. He started off in 
the organization he played for by shadowing team president and former 
GM Paul Holmgren, he later took on a role in player development that 
he’s still in to this day, and in 2017 he assumed vice-president and 
general manager duties of the team’s ECHL affiliate in Maine. 

The Mariners were in their infancy and Briere was charged with building 
their team from the ground up. He was involved in everything from 
recruitment to logo design, according to this expansive piece from Radio 
Canada’s Martin Leclerc. 

In 2018, Briere also began pursuing a degree in business administration 
at the most prestigious financial school in the United States, Wharton at 
the University of Pennsylvania. He did it because, even if he had already 
proven himself as a leader as a former captain of the Buffalo Sabres, he 
wanted to round out his profile. 

It was during that year that the Mariners became the affiliate of the New 
York Rangers. While Briere did have some contact with Gorton, who was 
GM of the NHL club, most of his dealings were with former Sabres 
teammate Chris Drury, who was working underneath Gorton before 
succeeding him. 

Still, Gorton would’ve been exposed to Briere’s kind manner, and have 
gotten a glimpse of what many around the hockey world have observed. 

“He’s a great guy,” said a source we touched base with who’s close with 
Briere. “Molson said they want to hire a GM soon, and he’d be ready to 
go right away. 

“And he wants this, there’s no question.” 

The Gatineau, Que., native isn’t alone on that front. 

Here are some other top candidates. 

The Hall-of-Fame goaltender, who helped the Canadiens win their last 
two Stanley Cups before an ugly divorce from the team, spoke on 
Tuesday and made it abundantly clear he wants the job. 

“Of course I’m saying to myself, ‘What do they have to lose giving me a 
try,’” Roy said when speaking to Le Journal De Quebec. “The club has 
been turning in circles since 1993, so what do they have to lose by 
seeing what I can do with it? 

“At the same time, I understand the situation. The club belongs to Geoff 
Molson and it’s him who pulls the strings. It’s his team and maybe I’m not 
the guy for him, and I can accept that.” 

Still, Molson and Gorton should give Roy a call. 

We’re talking about a pure winner who recently had major influence on 
building what most consider to be the most talented team in the NHL 
over in Colorado. 

However, if it’s generally perceived the current GM and coach of the 
QMJHL’s Quebec Remparts wouldn’t be willing to be a partner, let alone 
subservient to the new exec VP of hockey ops, it would have to do with 
his resignation as head coach of the Avalanche in 2016, when he felt his 
voice wasn’t being considered enough in personnel decisions GM Joe 
Sakic was making. 

Roy sought to undo some of that perception on Tuesday, saying, “I’ve 
always been a guy who likes working as a team and I’m ready to learn, to 
listen and to develop on any team process. I’ve been working for 14 
years with (Remparts owner) Jacques Tanguay and we’ve never had a 
problem.” 

That said, we don’t think he should apologize for being who he is -- a 
passionate, strong-minded person who will fight for what he thinks is 
right. 

Nonetheless, while Roy’s strong personality lends well to the conviction 
you need to operate with as GM, he’ll have to convince Molson and 
Gorton it won’t get in the way of the dynamic they’re looking to establish. 

Meanwhile, the marketing appeal of a big reunion with the Canadiens -- 
mending a massive wound and, in some fans’ eyes, reversing a curse 
the team has been under since he was traded in 1995 -- should, at the 
very least, be compelling. 

Mathieu Darche 

Darche is a viable candidate for many of the same reasons Briere is. 
He’s a former player, he’s well-educated and he picked up valuable 
experience as a former VP of sales and marketing with Montreal cargo 
management company Delmar International before joining the Tampa 
Bay Lightning as director of hockey operations in 2019. 

Now that he’s got two Stanley Cup rings, his profile has certainly risen. 
Riding shotgun with Julien BriseBois probably hasn’t hurt it. 
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But whether or not that profile is high enough for Molson and Gorton to 
offer him the job is debatable. 

Martin Madden Jr. 

The assistant general manager of the Anaheim Ducks is known as 
arguably the best evaluator of amateur talent in the NHL. 

Close to two dozen prospects chosen under his watch since 2009 have 
played over 100 games in the world’s best league -- no other team in the 
NHL has done as well in this department -- and many fans are 
clamouring for him to bring those skills to a Canadiens team that will 
likely be drafting very high this summer and could be on the precipice of 
a rebuild. 

While we see Madden Jr. as the optimal replacement for Trevor Timmins, 
who was in charge of Montreal’s last 17 drafts before he was fired on 
Sunday, we’re not sure he’d leave Anaheim for a sideways move. The 
Seattle Kraken tried to pry him away in 2021, but he opted to stay in 
Anaheim under executive VP of hockey ops and GM Bob Murray. 

What’s interesting is that when Murray resigned and enrolled in an 
alcohol abuse rehabilitation program following an investigation into his 
“improper professional conduct,” it wasn’t Madden Jr. who replaced him. 

“That’s probably because he’s spent almost all of his hockey career 
touring junior rinks and plucking out talent and never really entering 
rooms and dealing with pro hockey players,” a source said to us. “He’s a 
very nice man, but he’s more of an introverted man and I’m not sure how 
that plays with being GM in Montreal and in the role it appears they’re 
looking to fill. 

“His track record is definitely impeccable, but he also hasn’t been too 
involved, if he ever has, in negotiating and signing contracts for players 
and dealing with rival GMs and so on.” 

Still, Gorton has. 

And even if there’s been some overlap between both men’s skillsets, 
Madden Jr. has to be considered a candidate. 

Whether or not he can fulfil other business duties of the role and 
sufficiently relate to the public -- and to his players -- is in question. 

Roberto Luongo 

One of the game’s most popular personalities has been honing his 
experience as an executive with the Florida Panthers since 2019. 

There’s no question Luongo, who could headline the 2022 Hall of Fame 
class after an illustrious and decorated playing career, fits much of the 
criteria outlined for the role in Montreal. 

Whether or not the gold medal-winning goaltender would be compelled to 
leave the life he’s established in Florida to do the job with his hometown 
team is the big question. 

If the answer is yes, an executive we touched based with sees him as an 
excellent fit. 

“The people I talk to in Florida love working with him and consider him a 
really sharp hockey mind,” he said. “There’s a reason he’s an assistant 
GM for Canada’s Olympic team.” 

--- 

Molson promised an exhaustive search, so there are sure to be some 
candidates overlooked in this space. 

But here are some other names that might be considered: 

Jocelyn Thibault 

The former Canadiens goaltender, who was part of the Roy trade in 
1995, is the GM of the QMJHL’s Sherbrooke Phoenix and was just 
named executive director of Hockey Quebec. 

We asked him if he’d be interested in the job. 

“I just arrived with Hockey Quebec, and I have a big mandate in front of 
me,” he said. “But if the Canadiens came calling, of course I would take 
the call.” 

Stephane Quintal 

After years of working for the NHL, sources have indicated the former 
Canadiens defenceman would have been more interested in a job as 
team president. 

Vincent Damphousse 

The former Canadiens captain, who works for RDS, said on that station 
on Monday that he’s not interested in the position. 

Scott White 

The Ormstown, Que., native has had plenty of success running the 
AHL’s Texas Stars since 2009 and was promoted to director of hockey 
ops with Dallas in 2013. 

The former player for the Lac-Saint-Louis Lions moved up to assistant 
GM with the Stars in 2016 and, according to our sources, has major 
ambitions to one day become a GM. 

John Sedgwick 

The current director of legal affairs and VP of hockey ops for the 
Canadiens has done a masterful job managing the cap since joining the 
organization in 2013. Hailing from Toronto, his French is still sufficient 
enough for the position and he’s under contract for two more seasons 
after this one. 

Martin Lapointe 

Lapointe was originally brought on as director of player development in 
2012. He was named director of amateur scouting and given a new 
three-year contract last January. 

As for his candidacy for the GM job, it would be surprising to see him 
named considering how scouting and development have been major 
weaknesses for the Canadiens in the Bergevin era. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadian NHL team vibe check: What's gone right, and 
wrong, so far 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

November 30, 2021, 2:08 PM 

 

With all teams now approaching or passing the quarter-marker of the 
season, let’s take a closer look at the former North Division and check 
the vibes for all seven Canadian teams. 

Toronto: Main Character Energy 

It was only a matter of time for the Maple Leafs. To start the 2021-22 
season, they were a key story because nothing was going their way. As 
well as they played below the surface, they ultimately weren’t finishing 
and couldn’t find results. So, of course, every aspect of their play, team 
construction, or overall vibes, was inspected -- as is expected for 
Toronto. 

Then the team found its footing and hasn't looked back. 

The Maple Leafs were expected to be a contender this year, and 
rightfully so given some of the skill (and yes, cap hits) on this team. Now, 
they’re playing like it. 

The highlight of this team is its offensive creation. That starts with a zone 
entry. Toronto is fifth in carry-ins at 5-on-5 and are the second-best team 
in the league at generating a scoring chance after carrying the puck into 
the offensive zone. 
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Toronto’s one of the most frequent shooting teams, but it’s not just a 
matter of shot volume -- they create quality shots. No team gets to the 
slot, or inner slot, more at 5-on-5. But what adds to the ‘danger’ of their 
attempts is the pre-shot movement. So far, Toronto has the second-
highest rate of pass attempts and success to the slot. Together, that all 
culminates to an expected goal rate of 3.30 per 60 that leads the league. 
Then factor in the team's shooting ability. 

While their defensive play hasn’t been perfect to start the year, their 
netminder has backed them up. Jack Campbell’s been Toronto's 
backbone so far, saving 16.4 goals above expected of the shots that 
have reached the net in all situations. 

So whether this team is good or bad, you’re going to hear a lot about 
them -- because at the end of the day, the question remains how 
anything affects the Leafs. But at the rate they’re playing, coming off a 
sweep of the California teams, some opponents really need to game plan 
how this team is going to affect them. 

Calgary: The Vibes Are Impeccable 

At the quarter-mark of the season, the Flames are the best in the West 
with 41 points (though, they have two more games played than the next-
best team, their division opponent Oilers). They got 10 of a possible 14 
points on a recent seven-game East Coast swing. Quite the improvement 
from a team that finished fifth in the North last year and missed the post-
season. 

What’s driving Calgary's start? 

The top line of Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and Matthew Tkachuk 
has been particularly strong, as the team’s generated about 71 per cent 
of the 5-on-5 expected goal share with them on the ice and outscored 
their opponent 15-2. 

A lot of focus has rightfully been on Gaudreau. While he took a step back 
in 2019-20, he rebounded below the surface last year. But this season, 
he’s thriving at the right time ahead of his contract expiring next summer. 
While his shooting has boosted this team, his shifty skating and puck-
moving abilities have really stood out -- he’s among the league’s best 
forwards, as the chart below helps show. 

He’s not the only Flame standing out, though. Andrew Mangiapane, who 
has been a positive force below the surface these past few seasons, is 
seeing well-earned results. With his scoring slanting towards goals, he’s 
putting in the work by getting to the dangerous areas of the ice -- he’s 
second in the league with slot shot attempts at a rate of 12.8 per 60. 

Along with support from the blue line, thanks to players like Noah Hanifin 
and Oliver Kylington stepping up, Calgary’s become a really well-rounded 
team. Along with some offensive firepower, they’re defensively stingy; 
they don’t allow too many shots or quality chances against, culminating 
to the second-lowest expected goals rate against of 1.69 per 60. Plus, 
their well-insulated goaltending tandem of Jacob Markstrom and Dan 
Vladar has backed them up quite well. 

All in all, the Flames have started the season by building a solid 
foundation that looks promising moving forward. 

Edmonton: Understood the Assignment 

We all knew the Oilers had potential -- any team with Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl should, right? Well… not if the expectation was to 
solely rely on that duo for any chance of success. So, management 
finally understood what they needed to do up front and added legitimate 
forward depth with acquisitions including Zach Hyman and Warren 
Foegele. 

The Hyman contract isn’t perfect, especially in the long-term. Still, he’s 
making quite an impact to start his tenure in Edmonton in some of the 
more dangerous areas of the ice. About 64 per cent of his 5-on-5 shots 
come from the slot area and many of those shots are concentrated to the 
inner slot. The only player to generate a higher rate of inner slot shots 
than Hyman to start the year is Julien Gauthier of the New York Rangers. 

Ideally, having players like Hyman and Foegele will help keep McDavid 
and Draisaitl on separate lines (hello, coaches, is this thing on?) to have 
a more dimensional offence. 

While there are flaws on Edmonton's back end still -- from the blue line 
construction to the goaltending tandem -- the netminders have 
understood the assignment by giving their elite forwards some support. 
Mikko Koskinen has saved 1.52 more goals than expected on the shots 
put on net, while Stuart Skinner has stopped 5.32. We’re both surprised 
and impressed. Sustainability is the giant question mark, which is why 
this exact goaltending duo wasn’t (and still isn’t) ideal -- but we commend 
their efforts so far. 

Winnipeg: Complicated 

The Winnipeg Jets addressed some weaknesses this past off-season to 
push past their last couple of mediocre regular seasons with some player 
acquisitions and other adds by subtraction. Their defence, on paper, is 
more serviceable than before -- but it’s far from perfect. While the Jets 
don’t allow the highest rate of shots against, about 38.5 per cent of the 
shots they do concede are from the slot -- and that’s the worst 
percentage in the league. 

Ahead of that defence is a skilled offensive group. Nikolaj Ehlers and 
Kyle Connor both can carry the puck in with ease, and generate quality 
offence. Pierre-Luc Dubois is helping contribute closer to expectations, 
too. Those players, at least, should counter what they allow. While they 
create shots and get some from the slot, they’re actually in the bottom 
half of the league in inner-slot shots, which shows how they’re just not 
getting to that area of the ice consistently enough. 

Behind the blue line, there’s an elite goaltender in Connor Hellebuyck. 

But for some reason, the Jets make things so complicated. After ending a 
five-game losing streak, they somehow got goalie’d by the Arizona 
Coyotes despite a strong effort and lost 1-0. While they’re currently third 
in the Central by points, a quick switch to points percentage shifts 
Winnipeg to sixth. 

Ottawa: Nothing New (Taylor’s Version) 

The Senators' weaknesses show through in all aspects of their game. 
Offensively, they’re in the bottom half of the league in shot volume and 
quantity. Ottawa doesn’t move the puck in the offensive zone either, 
ranking 31st in pass attempts and success. Digging further, we can see 
they’re a bottom-10 team in distributing the puck to the slot and moving 
the puck on the rush. This team just doesn’t generate many successful 
plays after zone entries. 

On the other end of the ice, they don’t deny their opponents entry into the 
zone well enough. At 5-on-5, they allow the highest rate of shot attempts 
against. It's not just volume that's a problem; it's open season in the slot 
and inner slot, too. That all contributes to their league-high expected goal 
rate against of 3.19 per 60. 

While their goaltending hasn’t been perfect (Matt Murray was just put on 
waivers, after all), this isn’t a team that just needs a few saves to be 
successful. Their problems run a lot deeper than that. Clearly, they need 
to find some teeth in their game -- no, not literally. 

Does this sound new? It probably shouldn’t because we’ve heard it all 
before -- we shouldn’t be surprised by the process, or the ultimate 
conclusion. As much as the Senators kicked off a new season in 2021-
22, they’re basically a re-release of last year’s iteration. But unlike some 
who re-release the hits, Ottawa rightfully isn’t seeing the same fanfare. 

Montreal: It’s The End Of The World As We Know It 

While we honestly didn’t expect much out of Senators, the Canadiens 
probably expected more of themselves to open the 2021-22 season. 
Some of it was out of their control with a few key players missing time. 

Still, they probably didn’t expect to be this bad or have such a fall from 
grace. 

At 5-on-5, Montreal’s offensive generation of 2.55 expected goals for per 
60 puts them 17th in the league. What stands out about their shot 
creation, in particular, is their passing -- or lack thereof. This is a team 
that just hasn’t moved the puck much in the offensive zone; they’re 29th 
in their rate of pass attempts and 28th in successful tries. And it’s not a 
matter of picking quality over quantity either -- their pass rate to the slot 
only shifts them to 27th in the league. 
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What’s obviously even more problematic is that the team allows more 
than it creates -- the Canadiens have conceded the second-highest rate 
of expected goals against (2.98 per 60) to only the Ottawa Senators. It’s 
been tough sledding for goaltenders Jake Allen and Sam Montembeault 
behind that. 

While this team made it through qualifiers in the bubble and exceeded all 
expectations on their path to the Stanley Cup Final last year, it may have 
given a false sense of what they’re actually capable of. And now, 
especially with some pivotal absences, they’re getting a tough look at 
what they’ve become to start the season. Thus, the front office shake up, 
and possibly a new direction. 

Vancouver: The Sky is Falling 

At least the Canadiens are looking from within to make drastic changes. 
That… hasn’t quite been the case in Vancouver. Everyone seems to 
recognize that change is needed...except those able to make change. 

As general manager Jim Benning pointed out, the penalty kill is bad. That 
much is true. What Benning didn’t delve into is how bad the rest of their 
game is. 

Some of their best players, including Elias Pettersson, are 
underperforming. But what’s clear is that these players are putting in the 
efforts, especially as of late, even if they ultimately fall short. The problem 
is, as their game against Boston showed, a few moments of weakness 
can completely change the outcome. That’s the difference between a 
team with elite talent clicking, and one that’s coming apart at the seams. 

The Canucks need more than just a look at the numbers or even the 
video to break down what’s going wrong. That’s why they fall to the 
bottom of these rankings, and not the two teams right above them -- 
including the one they beat Monday night. The vibes are bad in 
Vancouver, and it’s trickling down and affecting the players. The only 
question is how much longer this lasts, because it seems inevitable that 
change has to come. 
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TSN.CA / Red-hot Leafs maintain road-warrior mentality ahead of 
season's 'toughest test' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Colorado Avalanche. 

The first game back from the West Coast can be a tricky one so Sheldon 
Keefe has come up with an interesting plan to try and keep his group in a 
groove.  

"My approach was that, essentially, today and tomorrow's game are an 
extension of the road trip," the coach said. "We haven't necessarily 
settled at home yet. I've already spent as much time in this building as I 
have at home since coming back." 

The team flew back from California on Monday after wrapping up a 4-0-0 
road trip. Keefe didn't make it through his front door until 6:30 p.m. A few 
hours later, he was back on the ice at practice.  

"We knew we couldn't push the guys too hard today," Keefe said 
following a 35-minute session. "I wanted the intensity to be high within 
that short time frame and I thought it was. I liked the pace and energy 
that we had. Once the whistle blew, I think that's the fastest I've ever 
seen the ice clear so that's a pretty good indication of where our guys are 
at." 

The players haven't enjoyed a full day off since Nov. 19. There is a day 
off scheduled on Thursday. So, Wednesday's game against the Colorado 
Avalanche is a real mental test.  

"As much as it's a boost to be back home and playing in front of our fans 
tomorrow, we still haven't really recovered from the road trip," Keefe 
stressed. "We have to still be treating it like you're on the road where you 
got to take care of yourself, you got to make sure you're getting good 
sleep and staying focused on how we've played and what we've done to 
succeed on the road."  

It would be easy to relax and let the foot off the gas considering the 14-2-
0 run the team is on.  

"Our mindset has to stay with where it was," Keefe said. "The fact we are 
still feeling a little weary from the road, that will help us stay in that 
mindset. That's what I was trying to reinforce today." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Even at home, the road trip continues 

The Maple Leafs have returned home following a perfect 4-0 road trip, 
which saw them outscore the opposition 18-4. Typically, teams returning 
from a California road swing sees a dip in play in their first game back on 
home ice, but as TSN's Mark Masters explains, head coach Sheldon 
Keefe is taking a different approach to avoid a let down. 

Toronto's incredible run has been fuelled not by a scoring surge, but by 
stingy defensive play. Since Oct. 26, Toronto leads the NHL in goals 
against per game (1.63).  

"Everyone's buying in and that's what it starts with," said forward Alex 
Kerfoot. "It really starts with a decision amongst the group that everyone 
really has to buy into it and everyone has to be on the same page. When, 
on an individual level, you're all committing to defence it really helps the 
team game as well and structurally we've been great." 

"Everybody's doing what the game plan is and also some more," said 
goalie Jack Campbell, who leads the league in save percentage (.946). 

The Avalanche lead the league in goals per game (four) this season. 
Colorado has won seven of eight games and Nathan MacKinnon is 
expected to return to the lineup on Wednesday.  

"We've been really consistent over the last little while with the way we're 
defending and just the mindset and the attitude," captain John Tavares 
said. "No question, we're probably going to have our toughest test with 
that tomorrow." 

Despite just wrapping up the most successful month, by wins (12), in 
franchise history, no one seems too satisfied. On Tuesday, Tavares was 
quick to point out where his team can be better.  

"The last couple of games we probably haven't sustained momentum 
maybe as much as we would like," Toronto's leading scorer (22 points) 
said. "We can be a little better through the neutral zone. When that's 
going really well that's when we can really play with the puck and play to 
our strengths with the depth we have and the skill-sets that we got." 

'The boys are having a blast': Leafs are 'buying in' and racking up wins 

The Leafs went 12-2-0 in November setting a new franchise record for 
wins in a calendar month."The boys are just having a blast," said Jack 
Campbell after Toronto tied the franchise record with a seventh straight 
road win. The team's stingy defensive play has fuelled the hot streak. 
"Everyone's buying in and that's what it starts with," said Alex Kerfoot. 

It seems like a long time since the Leafs lost four straight (0-3-1) in 
October. The team has looked much different on and off the ice since 
then.  

Toronto adopted a relaxed dress code at the start of the season, but 
when the losses piled up the team went back to the traditional suits 
approach.  

"Management just felt that they wanted to go back," Tavares revealed. 
"There was a mutual understanding of the expectations on a daily basis 
with giving us more of the freedom and [they] felt the standards we 
needed to be at weren't quite at the level." 

Tavares explains why Leafs management scrapped relaxed dress code 
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Earlier this season, the Maple Leafs switched from the familiar hockey 
dress code of suits, to a more casual approach. Recently however, team 
management decided to return to traditional look on game days. 

Petr Mrazek was a full participant at practice on Tuesday. 

"Happy to be back, I can tell you that," the 29-year-old said. "It's been a 
tough start for me. I try to be positive and work hard to get back."  

Mrazek suffered a groin injury in his first start of the season on Oct. 14 in 
Ottawa. He hurt the groin again in his first game back on Oct. 30.  

"I started feeling it a little bit during the game but it wasn't as bad as in 
Ottawa so I finished the game," Mrazek recalled. "A few days after, we 
were looking at it and it wasn't getting any better." 

Mrazek visited with a groin specialist, who advised him to shut things 
down. Tuesday marked his first full practice since then.  

Keefe says the plan is for Mrazek to ramp up his workload in the coming 
days before joining the Marlies for an American Hockey League 
conditioning stint this weekend.  

"It's frustrating," Mrazek said of his start in Toronto. "Hopefully it's going 
to have a great end. It's early in the season. The season's long."  

Mrazek returns to full practice for Leafs 

Petr Mrazek says he's feeling good after being a full participant at Maple 
Leafs practice on Tuesday. Sheldon Keefe says they'll ramp up his 
workload over the next couple of days and he will hopefully see game 
action with the Marlies on the weekend. 

Mrazek did travel with the team to California last week, which allowed 
him to continue to bond with his new teammates, including Kyle Clifford. 
The pair will forever be connected by the David Ayres game. On that 
fateful night – Feb. 22, 2020 – Hurricanes starter James Reimer got hurt 
and was replaced by Mrazek. Mrazek then got injured when he and 
Clifford collided while both going for a loose puck.  

"We did talk about that," Mrazek said with a smile. "We sit next to each 
other on the plane and [while] playing poker. All good. We talked about it 
a little bit. He said he was going to for a breakaway. He was making a 
joke about that. He's a great guy and those things, when you play against 
a team, happen." 

After Mrazek departed, emergency back-up goalie Ayres, a 42-year-old, 
took centre stage and recorded the win.  

"You don't even think in that moment that you don't have any back-up on 
the bench," Mrazek recalled. "You just go for the puck if you have to and 
that's what happened." 

Would he do the same thing again?  

"Yeah, I would go for the puck again," Mrazek said with a grin.  

But the Czech native is well aware that the Ayres game is still a sore 
subject in this city.  

What does he think about what happened after he left the game?  

"I don't think we have to talk about that," he said.  

Now teammates, Mrazek jokes with Clifford looking back on Ayres game 

Kyle Clifford collided with Petr Mrazek last year which resulted in the 
infamous David Ayres emergency goalie game. Now being teammates, 
Mrazek says the two have shared some jokes over the incident while 
playing cards. 

--- 

Keefe hasn't hesitated to tweak a winning lineup and he will make 
another change on Wednesday. Joey Anderson, who has five goals and 
two assists in 13 AHL games, will make his season debut with the Leafs. 

"Joey is a guy who works extremely hard," Keefe said. "He is a versatile 
player. He has good defensive instincts and a great work ethic. We think 
he can help on the penalty kill. We liked his camp. We liked his start to 
the Marlies season. He has been up here a few times with us now and he 
has done well in our practices."  

Clifford, who made his season debut with Toronto on Sunday, will be 
scratched.  

Anderson played just one game with the Leafs last season (Jan. 26 in 
Calgary). It was a trying year for the 23-year-old from Minnesota.  

"Last year was very hockey-centric," he said. "I wasn't able to get away 
from the game ... Being in Canada, my family wasn't able to come and 
I'm really close with them. Normally they come and see me once or twice 
a month so that was tough. When I got here last year, I didn't know many 
players in the organization and I was living alone and it was tough for me 
to be kind of be sitting alone all day." 

Anderson likes to blow off steam by golfing, bowling and, of course, 
visiting with family and friends. 

"This year's nice," he said. "My family's been out here a ton. It's just been 
great to interact with people away from the rink again. Even being around 
the team and guys away from the rink has been, really, a blessing for me 
this year." 

Anderson accompanied the Leafs to California at the start of the recent 
road trip, but was recalled to Marlies after just one day out West. That 
brief cross-continent trip allowed him to catch up with younger brother 
Mikey Anderson, who is a defenceman with the Los Angeles Kings. The 
pair had dinner and watched a couple of movies.  

"It was a really nice gesture," Anderson said. "Obviously, they know how 
tough last year was on everybody so they're trying to help everybody out 
and make sure guys are feeling good. As much as it helped me, I know it 
definitely was nice for him to see me as well. L.A. is a long way from 
home for us. Even though we can fly there, it's not the cheapest thing for 
our family to get out and see him and any time we can see each other it's 
a really special thing."  

Anderson makes season debut; appreciates gesture from Leafs 

Recently-recalled Joey Anderson was in a regular sweater at Leafs 
practice, and will play against the Avalanche on Wednesday. During 
Toronto's recent California swing, the team brought Joey along for the 
trip, and while he didn't see game action, he was happy to re-unite with 
brother and Kings defenceman Mikey Anderson. 

Auston Matthews scored in all three games during the California swing, 
but didn't rely on his patented wrist shot to start his first goal streak of the 
season. Instead, he converted on rebounds and deflections.  

"When it's not going in from the outside you just got to get to the net and I 
was fortunate to get a couple bounces, a couple good tips and able to 
cash in," Matthews said. "I can score from different areas so just try to 
get to the net. Obviously, that's where goals are scored a huge 
percentage of the time." 

Matthews arrived in California having gone 10 games without a goal in 
five-on-five play, which was his longest drought since his rookie season. 
All three of his goals on the trip came at even strength.  

"He's a complete goal scorer," said Kerfoot. "You know that. We all know 
that. He can score in just about any way you can put the puck in the net. 
He's got great hands. He gets his stick on a lot of pucks. He battles hard 
to get to those areas and he's able to really dig pucks out of the front of 
the net, which is key because there's always loose pucks around there 
and he always seems to get the puck on his stick in those situations. And 
then he's got great hands in front of the net. He can make people look 
silly. There's not many guys who can beat goalies from the outside and 
he's one of them so there's not much more you can ask for out of a goal 
scorer." 

After undergoing surgery on his left wrist in the summer and missing the 
first three games of the regular season, Matthews needed some time to 
get his touch and feel back. Now, after his three-goal outburst in 
California, Matthews is up to 10 on the season, which is tied for the team 
lead with Tavares.  

"He just does it all," said Campbell. "Some of it's just the touch. Some of 
it's the hand-eye coordination. You see him knocking down pucks all over 
the ice and creating chances, taking pucks away, knocking them down or 
stick lifting guys. It's really just fun to watch him and that line's buzzing for 
us."  
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'He just does it all': Matthews starts a new goal streak the hard way 

Auston Matthews scored in all three games during the Leafs swing 
through California without using his patented wrist shot. "When it's not 
going in from the outside you just got to get to the net," he said. 
Matthews is now up to 10 goals in 20 games. "He's a complete goal 
scorer," observed Alex Kerfoot. "He can score in just about any way you 
can put the puck in the net." 

That line currently includes Michael Bunting. Since being promoted to left 
wing on the Matthews line, he has produced two goals and four assists in 
four games.  

"It's been great," the 26-year-old rookie said. "I hang out with both those 
guys pretty often off the ice so to play with them on the ice, it's a lot of 
fun. I just try and get open, try to retrieve pucks and let them play with 
their magic. Right now, we're rolling and hopefully we can keep that 
going." 

Mitch Marner set up Bunting for a goal on a two-on-one rush on Sunday.  

"Mitch has great vision," Bunting said. "Probably one of the best visions 
in the NHL so I know whenever it's on his stick, I just have to find those 
soft spots and he'll find me. He made a helluva pass for my goal." 

Bunting only had two even-strength assists during a nine-game run on 
the top line earlier this season. He looks a lot more comfortable now.   

"He is more comfortable," Keefe agreed. "While on the surface playing 
with players of that calibre is somewhat easier, there are some 
challenges that come with it that are more difficult than playing lower in 
the lineup. Some of that is mental — in fact, a lot of it is probably mental. 
That takes some time, especially for a player that is still really trying to 
establish himself in the league and trying to get comfortable in the 
league. That is part of why we reset him a little bit going back down with 
the expectation that he would move back up. He has gotten his 
opportunity here and I think he has done a good job." 

Bunting says he's now more confident making plays with the puck 
alongside Matthews and Marner. He's never been shy on the bench, 
though. Bunting constantly runs his mouth during games whether talking 
to teammates or opposing players.  

"Oh, it's great," said Matthews. "I played with Matthew Tkachuk [at the 
U.S. National Development Program] so I'm kind of used to it. I like that. 
We're just always communicating, making it clear what we're seeing out 
there, what we want from each other and always trying to get a better 
feel for what we're looking for." 

Chatterbox Bunting making most of second chance on Matthews line 

Michael Bunting has two goals and four assists in four games since being 
promoted back to the Auston Matthews line. The agitating winger talks 
pretty much non-stop during games, which Matthews is used to courtesy 
his time playing with Matthew Tkachuk. Bunting hangs out with Matthews 
and Mitch Marner quite a bit off the ice, but it took some time to feel 
comfortable alongside them on the ice. 
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USA TODAY / NHL suspends Kings' Brendan Lemieux for five games for 
biting hand of Senators' Brady Tkachuk 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Ottawa Senators captain Brady Tkachuk said last weekend that the Los 
Angeles Kings’ Brendan Lemieux bit his hand. 

On Tuesday, the NHL clamped down, suspending Lemieux for five 
games for the infraction that occurred during Saturday’s 4-2 Kings 
victory. Lemieux also will forfeit $38,750.00 in salary. 

The two players got involved in a prolonged third-period altercation that 
continued with both on the ice and the linesmen trying to separate them. 
Tkachuk pointed to his bleeding hand as he got up and told the referee, 
"He bit me." 

The play was reviewed and Lemieux was ejected. 

Though Tkachuk had cuts on both hands, the league focused on the bite 
that occurred as both went to the ice and didn't buy Lemieux's argument 
that Tkachuk had hit his tooth. 

"This is not a hockey play," the league said in a video. "This is a player 
delivering a forceful, intentional and potentially dangerous bite to the bare 
hand of another player with sufficient force to puncture the skin. Such 
actions will not be tolerated." 

Lemieux, then with the New York Rangers, was suspended for two 
games in 2018 for an illegal check to the head. He also was suspended 
for two preliminary-round games in 2020 for interference. 

"It’s outrageous," Tkachuk said after Saturday's game, according to the 
Ottawa Sun. "Kids don’t even do that anymore. Babies do that. I don’t 
even know what he was thinking, he’s just a complete brick head. He’s 
got nothing up there. Bad guy, bad player, but what a joke he is." 
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