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Carolina Hurricanes rally in third but can’t beat struggling Ottawa Senators 

By Chip Alexander 

The crowd at PNC Arena, nearly all Carolina Hurricanes fans 
Thursday, kept waiting for something good to happen, 
something that would bring the fans bolting out of their seats. 

Teuvo Teravainen finally did it in the third period, scoring on 
the power play for his 100th career goal. Andrei Svechnikov 
did it again, banging in a rebound for a goal to tie the score. 
It as loud then. 

But what began as a slip for the Canes now has become a 
skid. They could not beat the Ottawa Senators, losing 3-2 to 
a team that had lost six straight games and 10 of 11, a team 
that played Wednesday night in Ottawa and then made the 
long flight to Raleigh. 

The Sens got two goals from forward Alex Formenton and 
the winning goal from Josh Norris, but it took a career-high 
47 saves from goalie Anton Forsberg, who faltered a bit in 
the third, to hold off the Canes. 

After Teravainen scored on the power play, taking a pass 
from Sebastian Aho and ripping a shot from the right circle, 
Svechnikov tied it 2-2 at 13:47, banging in a rebound. Ottawa 
coach D.J. Smith used his timeout at that point, trying to 
settle down his team and quiet the crowd. 

Good decision. Norris scored at 14:06, getting a shot off in 
transition that goalie Antti Raanta stopped, only to have the 
puck knocked in by Canes defenseman Ian Cole. 

“Just unfortunate bad luck,” Raanta said. 

For the Hurricanes (15-6-1), it was their third consecutive 
regulation loss and their fifth defeat in the past six games, 
including an overtime loss to San Jose. 

“It’s a tough time right now, just mentally, because nothing’s 
going our way,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Let’s 
just be frank, nothing is going our way. 

“No one is going to feel sorry for you and we’re not asking for 
that. The key is you’ve got to stay positive here. There’s no 
point in feeling sorry for yourself. Keep working. To me, if 
you keep working things are going to work out. If we get that 
kind of effort, night in and night out, we’re going to win a lot 
of games.” 

Consider that the Canes had 20 of their 49 shots in the 
opening period and the Senators had three. But Formenton 
scored the only goal of the period to give Ottawa a 1-0 lead. 

Formenton’s goal, at 2:43 of the first, came moments after 
Forsberg made a stop on a quick-hitting shot from Jesper 
Fast in front. Tyler Ennis chipped a pass off the boards and 
Formenton held off defenseman Brendan Smith and beat 
Raanta between the pads for his third of the season. 

Formenton’s second goal, at 9:05 of the third, also came 
after a bounce off a Hurricanes skate. Formenton, down on 
the ice in front of the Canes net, swiped at the puck, which 
hit Carolina’s Martin Necas and past Raanta. 

The referees conferred. The ruling: no goal by Ottawa 
because of goaltender interference. But the Senators used 
their coach’s challenge. After review, the ruling was that 
Svechnikov caused Formenton to collide with Rannta -- no 
interference, a good goal. 

“The referee told me straight away our guy was at fault and 
pushed him in,” Raanta said. “It was kind of 50-50. It is what 
it is and kind of sums up the whole game. Nothing really 
went our way.” 

Forsberg played three games for Carolina in 2019-20 season 
after goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer were injured in 
a game in Toronto that had emergency goalie David Ayres 
go in net for Carolina. 

The Canes did all they could to pressure Forsberg, who 
entered the game with a 4.44 goals-against average and 
.883 save percentage in six games. Teravainen had eight 
shots and Svechnikov six, and the Canes scored their first 
power-play goal in eight games. But the chances were many 
and the goals too few against a Senators team that is 5-15-1. 

“It’s going to come,” said Svechnikov, the Canes’ best player 
Thursday. “We’ve just got to wait, wait, wait.” 

With three defensemen still in the COVID-19 protocol, the 
Canes again had Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie in the 
lineup — Lajoie facing the team that drafted him in 2016. 
Lajoie won a board battle in the offensive zone that led to 
Svechnikov’s score. 
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No reason for panic over slumping Hurricanes, but some reason for concern 

By Luke Decock 

Under any circumstances, at any time of year, losing to the 
Ottawa Senators is just cause for a closed-door team 
meeting followed by a yoga retreat in Big Sur. The soul, at 
that point, needs all the searching it can get. 

Victimized for the sad-sack Sens’ fifth win in 21 games, the 
Carolina Hurricanes find themselves in an odd position. 
They’re doing so many of the right things and, suddenly, over 
and over again, not getting the right results. There is no 
reason for panic. There is some reason for concern. 

After Thursday night’s 3-2 loss to the Senators, the 
Hurricanes have three points from their past six games, that 
9-0-0 start is gaining a sepia tinge and a long list of star 
players have been as absent from the scoresheet as the 
Hurricanes were from PNC Arena over the past few weeks. 

“It’s a tough time right now, mentally,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Nothing’s going our way. Let’s be frank. 
Nothing’s going our way. No one is going to feel sorry for us. 
We’re not asking for that.” 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes more than 
doubled their opponents in shots without a point to show for 
it. After digging a 2-0 hole, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov scored 105 seconds apart in the third period to 
put the Hurricanes on even footing, only to give up the game-
winner 19 seconds later. Martin Necas kicked one Ottawa 
goal past Antti Raanta, Ian Cole kicked in another and that 
was that. 

In the big picture, in the long run, the Hurricanes are going to 
win more games than they lose with a 49-20 advantage in 
shots on goal, and quality shots, not the Bill Peters-era 
perimeter barrage. The process is there. The results are not. 

“It’s a tough way to lose,” Raanta said, “when you dominate 
a game and you end up losing 3-2.” 

The Hurricanes have arrived at the doldrums of the season, 
and the issue isn’t so much how they got there — there’s not 
a lot of mystery about it - but how they get out. 

Given the length and distance of the Hurricanes’ recent road 
trip — six games in 11 days, from Atlantic to Pacific and back 
again, with a quick jaunt to Dallas tacked on after a lone 
home game like a coda — and the COVID outbreak that 
struck down first Ethan Bear and then Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo, this is an obvious spot on the schedule for a 
swoon. 

But to say that this is a solvable problem doesn’t mean it will 
solve itself. The old bit about your best players being your 
best players has stuck around for a reason. The Hurricanes 
need their big dogs to eat. Teravainen’s goal was his second 
in the past 20 games. Svechnikov’s was his second in 15. 
Necas has one goal in nine games. Vincent Trocheck, one in 
12. Jordan Staal, none in 15. The power play converted for 
the first time in eight games, ending an 0-for-21 skid. 

It’s not like they’re not getting chances. They’re getting them 
in bunches. There’s no deficit of effort or opportunity. 
Svechnikov, who was excellent Thursday, zinged one off the 
post at the end of the first period and Teravainen had a 
chance to finish a four-on-two break in the second only for 
his stick to shatter in his hands, the same kind of misfires 
that cost the Hurricanes dearly in Dallas on Tuesday when 
they had a 75-35 advantage in shot attempts and somehow 
lost 4-1. 

The Hurricanes can carry a few of those guys for a while, 
especially with Jesperi Kotkaniemi rounding into form — right 
about the time you’d expect it, for a player transitioning to a 
new team and city and role and system and country — and 
the youthful energy Seth Jarvis has provided. But there’s a 
limit to it, and this is it. 

It doesn’t help that the goalie on a sudden heater for the 
worst team in the NHL is a guy who played three games for 
the Hurricanes in two separate stints with the franchise. 
Anton Forsberg, Hurricanes legend. It took the Hurricanes 43 
shots to get one past Forsberg, and it wasn’t too late as it 
turned out, but it was too little. 

“At the beginning of the year we won so many games,” 
Svechnikov said. “Everything for us, it’s going to come. We 
just have to wait, wait, wait and do the same things.” 

Svechnikov is right: The Hurricanes are a better team than 
this. This too shall pass. Still, this two-game set against a 
pair of bottom-feeders, Ottawa and the Buffalo Sabres, was 
supposed to be a chance to get their minds and hands right 
ahead of another brutal road trip, a four-game, six-day swing 
through western Canada. 

In the NHL, where the freebie point for an overtime loss 
keeps the standings artificially compressed, it doesn’t take 
much for a short-term slump to have long-term 
consequences. 
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Be goldfish: The Hurricanes suffer another crushing loss in dropping 3rd straight 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — In the Season 1 finale of the TV show “Ted 
Lasso,” the AFC Richmond soccer club scores late in 
regulation to tie the game with powerhouse Manchester City 
and seemingly avoid regulation. The team celebrates after 
having accomplished the unthinkable. 

Then in the next sequence, Manchester City — led by former 
Richmond star Jamie Tartt — scores a stunning goal to beat 
Lasso’s team and turn the celebration into despair. 

The episode is named “The Hope That Kills You.” 

There wasn’t that much on the line Thursday for the Carolina 
Hurricanes — instead the powerhouse team in this scenario 
against the bottom-dwelling Ottawa Senators. Yes, coach 
Rod Brind’Amour’s team had lost three of four and scored 
two or fewer goals in eight of its last 12, but Carolina was still 
near the top of the NHL standings despite battling a COVID 
outbreak that has sidelined all three of the team’s usual right-
handed defensemen. 

The Hurricanes’ rally against the Senators, scoring twice in 
less than two minutes of the game’s final eight minutes to 
erase a two-goal deficit, left the team and the 14,915 fans at 
PNC Arena on cloud nine. Maybe, perhaps, the scoring funk 
that had stymied the Hurricanes much of the past two weeks 
was over? 

That made the fall back to Earth even harder. 

Ottawa forward Josh Norris benefited from Carolina 
defenseman Ian Cole sliding into and knocking the puck past 
goaltender Antti Raanta just 19 seconds after Andrei 
Svechnikov had tied the game, giving the Senators a 3-2 win 
and sending the Hurricanes to their third straight loss. 

“It’s a tough time right now, just mentally, because nothing’s 
going our way,” Brind’Amour said following the loss. “Let’s 
just be frank: nothing is going our way. No one’s gonna feel 
sorry for you, and we’re not asking for that. The key is just 
you got to stay positive here. No point feeling sorry for 
yourself. Keep working.” 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes dominated 
every aspect of the game except the scoreboard, 
outshooting Ottawa 49-20. But like Tuesday’s game in Dallas 
when Stars goalie Braden Holtby fended off Carolina’s 
attack, Senators goalie Anton Forsberg — a former 
Hurricanes goalie — managed to keep the home team off the 
board for 52 minutes. 

That is until the Hurricanes’ struggling power play ended an 
eight-game drought with a goal at 12:02 of the third period. 

Teuvo Teravainen got his 100th career goal, one-timing a 
Sebastian Aho pass to the right faceoff dot past Forsberg 
(career-high 47 saves) to get Carolina on the board. 

Just 1:45 later, Svechnikov scored by jamming a loose puck 
in — after Seth Jarvis had redirected an Aho point shot — to 
tie the game. 

“When when we scored the second one, it was kind of relief 
come down,” Svechnikov said. 

The euphoria was short-lived, with Jordan Staal and Cole 
losing a board battle in the neutral zone off the ensuing 
faceoff to create a 2-on-1. Raanta stopped Norris’ initial shot, 
but Cole’s desperate dive to break up the play led him to 
crash into the goal crease, knocking both Raanta and the 
puck into the net to give Ottawa the winning goal. 

“He was trying to come back and help me,” Raanta said of 
Cole, “and it hits his skate and goes in. It’s just unfortunate 
bad luck.” 

It was the second time the Senators had scored following a 
collision with Raanta. 

After jumping ahead just 2:43 into the game on a rush past 
Carolina’s Brendan Smith, Ottawa’s Alex Formenton got his 
second goal of the night at 9:05 of the third period when he 
crashed the net to try and get a Tyler Ennis rebound and was 
taken off his skates, sliding skates first into Raanta. 

The loose puck then went in off Carolina’s Martin Necas and 
was ruled a goal. But the refs gathered and changed their 
minds, determining Raanta had been interfered with. That 
led Senators coach D.J. Smith to challenge the play, and the 
play was overturned a second time and called a good goal to 
give Ottawa a 2-0 lead. 

“I think it kind of sums up the whole game,” Raanta said. 
“Nothing really went our way. Obviously, we played well 
enough to win this hockey game.” 

Carolina still mounted a comeback, only to be served a 
subsequent crushing loss. 

Brind’Amour, much like the bright-sided Lasso on the show, 
had nothing but positive things to say about his team’s effort 
despite the continuing disappointing end results. 

“I’m proud of the group right now in that game, I’ll be honest 
with you,” he said. “I’m disappointed for them because I 
know how they feel. That’s a tough way to lose when you 
score two on your own goal. … It’s a tough loss, but wake up 
tomorrow and we’ll get at it again.” 
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Gold: Is Ottawa the cure for Carolina's ills? 

 By Adam Gold  

The Carolina Hurricanes head into their game tonight with 
the Ottawa Senators in search of their long-lost offensive 
prowess. The same team that scored 37 goals in their 
blistering 9-0-0 start has slipped back to just 30 in their last 
12 games (6-5-1). 

That from 4.1 goals per game to 2.5. 

By the way, in this stretch of offensive anemia, there was a 
6-goal game and another in which the Canes lit the torch 5 
times. So, in those other 10, just 19 goals were put on the 
board. Eight times, the Hurricanes were limited to 2 or fewer 
goals and in those games Carolina is 2-5-1. 

I see that as significant. I’m sure you do. I know the head 
coach does as well. And, while a lot of that can be reasoned 
away by a power play that has evaporated over the last 7 
games (0 for 17), they haven’t exactly been killing it at 5-on-5 
either. 

But, Rod Brind’Amour is only really concerned about 
generating scoring chances and limiting those against. His 
philosophy is that stay on the positive side of that statistic 
and you’ll win a ton of games. In the last dozen, where 
Carolina has seen all 6 of their losses come, the Hurricanes 
have had the majority of scoring opportunities in 9 of those 
games. 

Further, in the last 4 games (1-3-0), Carolina has a whopping 
48-26 edge in “Grade A” chances according to the website 
naturalstattrick.com. Statistically speaking, Carolina was the 
clear-cut better team in all four of those games, but won only 
once. On top of that, the win in Philadelphia -- by a 6-3 score 
-- was probably their least impressive game in terms of 
chances for and against. Such is the weirdness of hockey. 

Rod is confident that the puck will start going in again, and 
maybe he’s right. But, it’s concerning that in the last dozen 
games the Canes have gotten almost no production at all 
from Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent 
Trocheck, Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jaccob Slavin. 

Here are the current goal droughts/struggles of this dirty half 
dozen… 

Svechnikov, 1 goal in 14 games. 

Teravainen, 0 goals in 9 -- 1 in last 19 games. 

Trocheck, 0 goals in 7 games. 

Niederreiter, 1 goal in 8 games since returning from lower 
body injury. 

Staal, 0 goals in 14 games. 

Slavin, 0 goals -- period. 

Who’s left to score? 

Sebastian Aho has been fine, with 5 goals and 9 points in 
this stretch. Though he has been held off the scoresheet in 7 
of these 12 games and Carolina is 1-5-1 when that happens. 

Ottawa is 29th in the league in goals scored and dead last in 
the NHL in goals allowed per game (4.0!!!). If the Hurricanes 
can’t get right tonight, then this is a situation that is entirely in 
their heads -- which it may be anyway. 

Once again, Carolina will be without all of their regular right 
shot defensemen. Ethan Bear came out of Covid-19 protocol 
but isn’t ready to jump back into the line up. He spent the last 
10 days ordering room service in San Jose so maybe he’ll be 
able to draw back in before Saturday’s game with the 
Sabres. Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce will more than likely 
miss the next six games and have a chance to return when 
the Hurricanes play in Minnesota, the final game of the 
upcoming 5-game road trip. 

That means Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie will comprise the 
3rd pair on the blue line tonight. Both played very well in the 
4-1 loss in Dallas with Chatfield probably opening the most 
eyes with a 17 ½ minute performance that saw him put 2 
shots on goal, attempt 7 in all and deliver 5 hits. He looked 
like he belonged, even though the Stars didn’t generate a lot 
of scoring chances. 

Here’s the way Carolina will line up tonight… 

Svechnikov-Aho-Necas 

Jarvis-Trocheck-Fast 

Lorentz-Staal-Teravainen 

Niederreiter-Kotkaniemi-Martinook 

Slavin-Cole 

Skjei-Smith 

Lajoie-Chatfield 

Raanta 

For the Senators, a trio of youngsters lead them in scoring. 
Drake Batherson has 7 goals and 16 points to pace the 
group. Josh Norris, who came to Ottawa a few years ago in 
the Erik Karlsson trade with San Jose, tops all goal scorers 
with 8, and Brady Tkachuk has 5 goals and 12 points in 17 
games. 

Tkachuk was the 4th pick in the draft that saw Svechnikov 
and Kotkaniemi go 2nd and 3rd, respectively. 

Line: Carolina -350. O/U: 6 goals. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Senators 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the 
Triangle, this time for a grand total of five days. During that 
time they'll play a pair of games at PNC Arena, starting 
tonight against the Ottawa Senators. 

When: Thursday, December 2, 7 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Projected Lineup 

Canes Record: 15-5-1 (31 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 4-1 Loss to the Dallas Stars on Tuesday, 
November 30. 

Senators Record: 4-15-1 (9 Points, 8th - Atlantic Division) 
Senators Last Game: 6-2 Loss the Vancouver Canucks on 
Wednesday, December 1. 

Tracking The Storylines 
  

Getting Back On Track: For the first time this season the 
Canes go into a contest having come up with zero points in 
their two most recent contests. There are a few areas where 
the team has obvious room for improvement, however, a few 
stars are aligning for them to get back to their winning ways 
tonight.  Ottawa comes to town after playing against a 
hungry and desperate Vancouver Canucks less than 24 
hours ago. 

Special Teams Shuffle: One of the areas of which the Canes 
will have to improve on is the power play. Entering tonight 
they're zero for their last 17 on the power play dating back to 
two weeks ago today in Anaheim. Due to Brett Pesce and 
Tony DeAngelo being in the COVID-19 Protocol, the team's 
personnel continues to change, including the trial of a five 
forward unit Tuesday night in Dallas. 

Getting Reacquanited: This is the first meeting between the 
Canes and Sens since November 11, 2019. It'll also contain 
a little extra zest for newly recalled Canes defensemen Max 
Lajoie, who was drafted and came up through the Ottawa 
organization. After spending his first three years with the 
organization, the 24-year-old has now been presented with 
an opportunity to make an impact in the Carolina lineup. 

Additional Info 

Milestone Watch: Teuvo Teravainen is one goal shy of 100 
NHL goals and Brady Skjei is one assist shy of 100 NHL 
assists. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: Tonight the team will be 
wearing their red sweaters tonight. 

Merch Item of the Game: View today's Item of the Game, 
along with several other Canes merchandise items on 
CarolinaProShop.com. 

Tickets: Great seats are still available for tonight's contest 
and can be purchased here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Forsberg Paves Sens Win Over Canes 
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By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC - The Carolina Hurricanes scoring frustrations 
were only furthered Thursday night as they fell to the Ottawa 
Senators, 3-2.  

Carolina entered the contest coming off of an effort Tuesday 
night in Dallas where they were on the wrong side of a 4-1 
score, despite outshooting the Stars by a margin of 40-17. 

Unfortunately the story was more of the same tonight. 

Ottawa opened the contest with a goal on their first shot just 
2:43 in, as Alex Formenton got a step on Brendan Smith and 
slid one under Antti Raanta to give the visiting side a 1-0 
lead. This was a Senators club that flew to Raleigh late last 
night after being beat by the struggling Vancouver Canucks 
6-2 on their home ice. 

From there, the evening's story became Ottawa netminder 
Anton Forsberg. 

Despite concluding the first period with 10 high danger 
chances, courtesy of naturalstattrick.com, Forsberg found a 
way to keep every one out, holding his team to their 1-0 lead. 
At the first intermission shots were 20-3. 

The middle 20 minutes was more of the same. 

Scoreboard reflecting an advantage in shots of 34-11, the 
Canes still found themselves down by a goal. The power 
play, which had three opportunities, had moved their 
struggles to 0-for-20. An avalanche of frustrations could be 
felt upon the team. 

Carolina's pressure continued into the third but unfortunately 
Ottawa's lead moved to 2-0 before they could see any light. 
Although initially ruled no goal on the ice due to goaltender 
interference, a challenge from the Senators coaching staff 
overturned the call and the lead of a pair was placed in tact. 

Just went it felt like it was easy to say it wasn't the team's 
night, they then came to life. Two goals in just 1:45 made it a 
2-2 game, with the first coming on the man advantage from 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

It provided a surge within the building and the PNC Arena 
crowd really celebrated when Andrei Svechnikov then poked 
home his eighth of the year to tie the contest. 

The wave of momentum forced the Ottawa bench to call a 
timeout, hoping to settle their troops down in the midst of a 
strong push by their opposition. 

It worked to perfection. 

19 seconds after D.J. Smith got his team together, Josh 
Norris put a puck on net that took an unfortunate carom off of 
Ian Cole and past Raanta to close the book on a 3-2 game. 

They Said It: 

Antti Raanta on how the team gets through a frustrating skid 
like this: 

"I think we just need to come in tomorrow and be ready to 
work again. We do all the right things, it's just the last couple 
of inches were we maybe need to get the bounces. Rod said 
after the second period 'if we keep playing like this, we'll get 
the goals' and we got two quick ones. It's there. Everybody 

just has to understand that it's not like we've been playing 
bad, bad hockey. I think we're doing the right things, it's just 
the small little details when we're getting the scoring 
chances. Maybe when we get the rebounds we just have to 
try and elevate the puck a little more. There's been a couple 
times where we've had almost a wide open net and 
somehow the other team has made an unreal save. 
[Laughs]. Tomorrow, we're going to have a good practice. 
We have to keep our mind open, we can't hang our head and 
be super sad about something. The game is there and we've 
been doing the right things, we're just not getting the 
bounces right now. We just have to keep working hard and 
the results will come." 

Andrei Svechnikov on how as players they're trying to will 
each other through the rough patch: 

"You just talk with the boys. Last game our power play wasn't 
great and we just came together as the boys and we talked 
about it. I thought our power play created so many chances 
today, we just didn't finish them. Turbo got one, but we 
could've had four. We just talk with the boys, listen to the 
coaches and calm down a little bit. We know we're one of the 
best teams in the league." 

Rod Brind'Amour laying out his thoughts: 

"We're getting tested here, for sure on a lot of fronts, but 
we've been responding. We were down two on a crazy 
bounce, then we get a couple and then right away [they get 
another]. It's a tough time mentally right now because 
nothing is going our way. Let's just be frank, nothing is going 
our way. No one is going to feel sorry for us and we're not 
asking for that. The key is just to stay positive, there's no 
point in being sorry for yourself, we just have to keep working 
and to me, things are going to work out. If we get that effort 
night in and night out, we're going to win a lot of games." 

What's Next?: 

The team will practice at PNC Arena tomorrow in preparation 
for their hosting of the Buffalo Sabres Saturday night. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Jordan Martinook left tonight's game twice due to 
injury, not returning after the second time down the 
tunnel. Post-game Brind'Amour said post-game that 
"he's got some sort of problem in his ankle area". 

 Teuvo Teravainen's goal tonight was his 100th in 
his National Hockey League career. 

 Jaccob Slavin played a season-high 29:30 tonight, 
nearly half of the game. Over nine minutes of that 
time came on special teams. 

 Sebastian Aho had an assist on both Hurricanes 
goals. He is now up to 22 points in 22 games this 
season. 

 Teuvo Teravainen had a season-high eight shots on 
goal. 

 Ottawa snapped a six-game skid with tonight's win. 
It was their second win away from home all season.
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Senators edge Hurricanes to end six-game slide 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Anton Forsberg made an NHL career-high 
47 saves to help the Ottawa Senators end a six-game losing 
streak with a 3-2 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC 
Arena on Thursday. 

Alex Formenton scored twice, Josh Norris broke a tie in the 
third period, and Tyler Ennis had two assists for the Senators 
(5-15-1). Ottawa lost 6-2 at home to the Vancouver Canucks 
on Wednesday. 

"We got in at 3 o'clock in the morning last night, and I told 
them this morning that this would be one of the gutsier ones 
to get off the schneid," Ottawa coach D.J. Smith said. "[The 
Hurricanes] shoot every puck on net no matter where it's 
from. They're up tight on you, there's not a lot of room. It's a 
perfect place to get that win that we needed." 

Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov scored for the 
Hurricanes (15-6-1), who are 1-4-1 in their past six games. 
Antti Raanta made 17 saves, and Sebastian Aho had two 
assists. 

"The guys played hard," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I don't really have much to say. It kind of felt like this 
[during] the last two-week stretch. We're playing as good 
hockey as we can play. Tonight we did everything right, but 
we didn't get the win." 

The Hurricanes rallied to tie it after trailing by two in the third 
period before Norris put the Senators in front 3-2 at 14:06. 
Raanta stopped a backhand from Norris, but the puck went 
in the net off the right skate of Carolina defenseman Ian 
Cole. 

"It would be easy to say, 'Here we go again,' but I put the 
Norris line back out and they took the game over," Smith 
said of the line of Norris, Drake Batherson and Brady 
Tkachuk. "That's what the people are going to see and [it's] 
something they can rally behind. That's a legitimate line 
that's going to be good for a long time." 

Carolina had tied it with two goals in 1:45. Aho made a no-
look pass to Teravainen for a one-timer from the right face-
off circle to cut it to 2-1 at 12:02 on the power play, and 
Svechnikov made it 2-2 at 13:47 on the rebound of Aho's 
wrist shot through traffic. 

"It was kind of a relief, but they scored right away the third 
one," Svechnikov said. "In the same situation, we've got to 
score one more." 

The Senators took a 1-0 lead at 2:43 of the first period when 
Formenton took a pass off the boards from Ennis, got behind 
Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith and scored through 
the five-hole. 

"We just tried to spring 'Formy,'" linemate Chris Tierney said. 
"He's got great speed. You can never catch him in full stride 
with the puck. He's going to create room and probably good 
things are going to happen." 

Ottawa extended the lead to 2-0 at 9:05 of the third when 
Formenton scored off the skate of Carolina forward Martin 
Necas. It was originally ruled no goal on the ice because of 
goaltender interference, but Smith challenged the call, and 
video review determined Svechnikov caused Formenton to 
make contact with Raanta. 

"I play with two great playmakers and goal-scorers, so 
wherever they are on the ice, I try to use my legs to open up 
the ice for them," Formenton said. "They found me really well 
tonight." 

The Hurricanes outshot the Senators 20-3 in the first period, 
when Ottawa had 10 of its 21 blocked shots. 

"You could see it right away," Forsberg said. "They were 
boxing out, they were blocking shots all game long. We were 
sacrificing ourselves to win. That's how we have to play 
every night." 

Carolina's 49 shots were a season high. 

"Are they feeling it? Yep," Brind'Amour said. "They're upset 
that they're not scoring and they're not getting the results, so 
it's a double whammy. You're not going to suddenly come 
out and do something different to get those results. You have 
to do it right, and I think this team has been doing it right. It 
will work out. We will start scoring a lot more." 

NOTES: Forsberg tied the Senators record for most saves in 
a win, set by Craig Anderson in a 1-0 victory against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs on Feb. 19, 2011. … Carolina forward 
Jordan Martinook left the game with an ankle injury in the 
second period. There was no update. … Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin had an assist and four shots in a 
game-high 29:30. … Carolina had 15 power-play shots in 
7:09 and was 1-for-4 with the man-advantage. … Teravainen 
scored his 100th NHL goal in his 471st game.
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Norris scores late, Senators beat Canes for NHL-low 5th win 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Formenton scored twice and 
Josh Norris broke a tie 19 seconds after the Ottawa Senators 
lost the lead in their 3-2 win over the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday night. 

Norris scored the go-ahead goal with 5:54 left and the 
Senators hung on for their league-low fifth victory of the 
season. 

Ottawa had lost six games in a row, while also having two 
other games postponed during that stretch because of 
COVID-19 protocols. 

Anton Forsberg made a career-high 47 saves for Ottawa. 

“That’s sometimes what you need to get out of something is 
your goalie to stand in there and give you a gutsy effort,” 
Senators coach D.J. Smith said. 

Forsberg was in his seventh game with the Senators and 
63rd of his career. He previously played for Columbus, 
Chicago and Carolina. 

“If he’s not in the net and playing like that, then we probably 
don’t win,” Senators center Chris Tierney said. “But he was.” 

The Hurricanes dropped their season-high third game in a 
row despite holding a 49-20 edge in shots. 

“We did everything right, but didn’t get the win,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “If we get that kind of effort night-in, night-
out, we’re going to win a lot of games.” 

Teuvo Teravainen scored with 7:58 left on what was the 
42nd shot of the game for the Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov 
tied it with 6:13 to go. 

“When things got tough, we kept pushing through it and 
found a way,” Tierney said. 

The decisive goal went in off Carolina defenseman Ian Cole 
after goalie Antti Raanta made an initial stop. 

“A couple of bad bounces,” Raanta said. “A tough way to 
lose when you dominate a game. … Nothing really went our 
way.” 

Raanta, who suffered his first regulation loss of the season in 
five decisions (3-1-1), made 17 saves for Carolina. 

Tyler Ennis notched two assists for the Senators, who had 
allowed at least four goals in each of their six previous 
games. A night earlier, they lost 6-2 at home to Vancouver. 

“We had to roll four lines with on the back-to-back with 
travel,” Smith said. “There really wasn’t a passenger tonight.” 

At the end of November, the Hurricanes’ 15 wins were tied 
for the second-most in the league. Now they’ve dropped 
three of their last four home games. 

Ottawa went up 2-0 with 10:55 remaining in the third period. 
The puck went into the net off Carolina forward Martin 
Necas’ skate, but goaltender interference had been ruled on 
Formenton. 

The Senators challenged the ruling, and it was overturned. 
That gave Formenton his second goal of the game and 
fourth of the season. 

Carolina held a 20-3 edge in shots through the first period, 
but Ottawa owned the lead. Formenton’s first goal came 
when the Senators completed a nifty transition sequence. 

“After that (busy first period), I was just trying to keep rolling 
with it,” Forsberg said. 

The Hurricanes failed to score a first- or second-period goal 
for their third consecutive game. Svechnikov’s shot bounced 
off the post on a power play in the waning seconds of the 
first period. 

TAKING ATTENDANCE 

The Hurricanes played their second game in a row without 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce. They entered 
the COVID-19 protocol earlier in the week before the team’s 
trip to Dallas. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear, who entered the COVID-19 
protocol last week, is back with the team but did not play 
Thursday night. 

Center Adam Gaudette, who scored a goal in his Senators 
debut Wednesday night, was a scratch for Ottawa. 

ROAD RARITY 

The Senators improved to 2-7-1 in road games, with the 
other victory coming Oct. 29 at Dallas. Since then, they were 
0-6-1 away from home and outscored by a combined 34-17 
in those games. 

Meanwhile, Carolina has suffered consecutive home losses 
in regulation. That never happened last season. 

“If you don’t come to play against these guys, they’re going 
to walk all over you,” Tierney said. 

UP NEXT 

Senators: Host Colorado on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Buffalo on Saturday night before a five-
game trip. 
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Buffalo plays Carolina, aims to stop road skid 

Buffalo Sabres (8-12-3, fifth in the Atlantic) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (15-6-1, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -303, Sabres 
+238; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Buffalo travels to Carolina looking to break 
its three-game road losing streak. 

The Hurricanes are 7-4-0 in conference matchups. Carolina 
is 18th in the league with 33.7 shots per game and is 
averaging 3.1 goals. 

The Sabres are 3-4-2 against opponents from the Atlantic. 
Buffalo is 11th in the Eastern Conference with 29.1 shots per 
game and is averaging 2.9 goals. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tony DeAngelo leads the Hurricanes 
with a plus-10 in 20 games this season. Sebastian Aho has 

five goals and five assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Tage Thompson leads the Sabres with 10 goals and has 16 
points. Jeff Skinner has five goals and four assists over the 
last 10 games for Buffalo. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 
4.8 assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game with a .903 save percentage. 

Sabres: 2-7-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.7 assists, 2.6 penalties 
and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 4.1 goals per game 
with an .885 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 
protocols), Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower body), Ethan 
Bear: out (health protocols), Brett Pesce: out (covid-19 
protocols). 

Sabres: Dustin Tokarski: day to day (health protocols), Craig 
Anderson: out (upper body). 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Ottawa Senators: Game Preview 

By Sarah A. 

Carolina Hurricanes (15-5-1) vs. Ottawa Senators (4-14-1) 

In case you didn’t realize it, the Ottawa Senators are 
struggling mightily this season. They’ve lost five straight, 
have four wins total, and have yet to win consecutive games 
this season. Their biggest storylines so far this season have 
been a COVID outbreak, waiving their very expensive goalie, 
and Brady Tkachuk getting bitten in a fight. 

There hasn’t been a lot of talk about the hockey they’re 
playing, and probably for good reason. The Senators allow 
the most goals per game in the league, they’re 27th in terms 
of goals scored, and there don’t seem to be any answers 
forthcoming from the front office.  

Tonight’s game, as well as Saturday’s against Buffalo, 
should be good tune-ups to make sure everything’s working 
as planned, particularly on the blue line as they deal with 
COVID absences, before the Hurricanes head out on a trip 
through Canada, featuring some tough teams (and also the 
Canucks). No time like the present to get back on track with 
a win against a somewhat hapless opponent.  

Before the game starts, let’s see how the two teams match 
up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Senators 

Record 15-5-1 4-15-1 

Goals/Game 3.19 2.40 

Goals Against/Game 2.24 3.95 

Shots/Game 32.95 28.85 

Face Off Win % 53.3% 47.9% 

Power Play % (Rank) 18.6% (16th) 17.6% (21st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.7% (3rd) 73.4% (28th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.72% 44.80% 

ES PDO 101.95 97.82 

PIM/Game 09:25 10:39 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Matt Murray 

Record 11-5-0 0-5-0 

Save % .928 .890 

GAA 2.05 3.26 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Anton Forsberg 

Record 3-0-1 1-4-0 

Save % .903 .883 

GAA 2.36 4.44 

Game Notes 

 Drake Batherson, the Seantors’ leading scorer, is 
set to return to the lineup tonight. He’s been in 
quarantine for 13 days after testing positive for 
COVID-19. He has seven goals and nine assists in 
15 games. h 

 Adam Gaudette, recently claimed off of waivers 
from Chicago, will likely draw into his second game 
with the Senators. He’s already stepping into a role 
on the power play and has moved back to center. 

 The depleted blue line for the Hurricanes used Max 
Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield as reinforcements in the 
last game. Chatfield, a physical and speedy 
defenseman in the AHL, made his presence known 
with five hits in the game against Dallas.  

 The Senators have exactly one win on the road.  

 Teuvo Teravainen’s next goal will be his 100th 
career goal.  

 Brady Skjei’s next goal will be his 30th career goal. 
His next assist will be his 100th.  

 This is the first time this season the Hurricanes 
have played Ottawa. The next game is December 
23rd. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Raanta, Svechnikov following home loss to Ottawa 

By Alec Sawyer and Ryan Henkel  

It was a very disappointing result for the Carolina Hurricanes 
Thursday night in PNC Arena, as the Canes fell to the last-
place Ottawa Senators 3-2 in a game where Carolina outshot 
Ottawa 49-20.  

The Senators got a 2-0 lead thanks to Alex Formenton, who 
scored the opener in the first period and then early in the 
third period thanks to an incredibly fortunate bounce. The 
Canes managed to tie things up in the third, as Teuvo 
Teravainen scored on the power play and Andrei Svechnikov 
netted the equalizer.  

But just 19 seconds after Svechnikov’s goal Ottawa regained 
the lead, as Josh Norris scored to make it 3-2. Again, the 
Senators benefited from a rather fortunate bounce off a 
Canes’ defenseman.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, goalie Antti 
Raanta and Svechnikov spoke with members of the media 
via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if Ottawa’s third goal was a matter of the Canes just 
taking a breath: A little bit. Maybe. Still, we made the first 
save and crammed into the net. It was another one of those 
crazy kind of bounces. It’s just not going our way on those. 
The guys played hard. I don’t really have much to say. It’s 
tough. It’s kind of felt like during this last two-week stretch 
we’re playing as good of hockey as we can play. Tonight we 
did everything right, but didn’t get the win.  

On if he’s ever seen two goals like that go against a team in 
the same game: No. That’s what mean. It’s crazy, really, in 
this game. I don’t really know what to tell you. I can’t say 
much. There’s certainly nothing negative in this game other 
than the score, and unfortunately that’s the biggest thing. We 
did everything we could. We should have gotten a couple in 
the first. That was a great period, and we’re down one. 
That’s tough. The power play was great tonight. We were on 
them for the last couple games, and those guys responded. 
We only got the one, but I liked everything we were doing. 
We were in the zone the whole time. We were running 
around. Lots of scoring chances. The penalty kill was good. 
In all these losses, someone just said it as I was walking in 
here, their goalie has been the first star of the game. We’ve 
got to make it a little harder on him, but I don’t know much 
more we can do.  

On bridging the gap between focusing on the process versus 
the results and finishing: There’s nothing you can do about 
the finishing. Practice shooting more? That’s not gonna do 
anything. You’ve got to get those opportunities. If we’re 
losing these games and getting 20 shots and six scoring 
chances, I’m like ‘ok, wait. We’ve got a big issue.’ That’s not 
what’s happening. We’re getting lots of opportunities. We’re 
getting lots of scoring chances. You can’t change that. 
There’s just no way around it. Are the guys feeling it? Yup. 
They’re upset that they’re not scoring, and that we’re not 
getting the results. It’s a double whammy right now. I know 
this because we’ve done it. Everybody’s done it. There’s 

nothing you can change. We’re not going to come up today 
and there’s something we can do different to get those 
results. That’s not going to happen. You have to do it right. 
And I think this team has been doing it right, especially these 
last 10, 12 days. It’ll work out. We’ll start scorning a lot more 
if we keep that process going, like you were saying.  

On the potential of the group when things do start breaking 
their way: Yeah, I agree with what you’re saying. We’re 
getting tested here, for sure, on a lot of fronts. But we’ve 
been responding. We’re down two on a crazy bounce, and 
we get a couple. Then it’s right away. It’s a tough time right 
now, just mentally because nothing is going our way. Let’s 
just be frank, nothing is going our way. Now, no one is going 
to feel sorry for you, and we’re not asking for that. The key is 
just that you’ve got to stay positive here. There’s no point in 
feeling sorry for yourself. Keep working. To me, if you keep 
working, things are going to work out. If we get that kind of 
effort, we’re going to win a lot of games.  

On if that was the message to the team: Yeah. It’s kind of a 
similar message. I’m proud of the group in that game, if I’m 
being honest. I’m just disappointed for them. I know how they 
feel. That’s a tough way to lose, when you score two on your 
own goal essentially. You throw everything at the net. You’re 
doing what your coach is asking and what the team is asking 
of you to play the game. It’s a tough loss. But we’re going to 
wake up tomorrow, and we’ll get at it again.  

On guys gripping the stick too hard and if they can change 
things up schematically: No. You’re not going to shoot less. 
You’re not going to not shoot the puck. That goes to the 
confidence of players. When you’re not scoring, those are 
the comments that you’re going to make. That’s a personal 
thing. We’ll have a little chat here and there. There’s other 
areas that you can be good at, just because you’re not 
scoring. And I thought we did good at that tonight. That’s 
eliminating as many scoring chances as you can. If we keep 
them from getting chances and we get enough chances, 
that’s generally how you win hockey games.  

On Svechnikov taking a step forward as a leader and on the 
status of Jordan Martinook: I thought Svech was good. It’s 
hard to say anybody wasn’t tonight. Martinook, yeah, I didn’t 
see what happened. He’s got some sort of problem in his 
ankle area. I’m not sure where that’s going to go. 

Antti Raanta 

On the toughness of the loss with two own-goals: I think 
when your team is playing the way they did, it’s a tough one. 
We want to give them a chance to get the first one and it’s 
tough. We try to focus on the first shot, and then the rebound 
takes a couple of bad bounces. On the last one, Cole was 
trying to come back and help me and it hits his skate and 
goes in. It’s just an unfortunate… bad luck. It’s tough for Cole 
because he was trying to do his best and help the goalie and 
then that kind of bounce goes in. It’s tough. A tough way to 
lose when you dominate the game and end up losing 3-2. It’s 
tough. 

On the overturned, then re-allowed goal: Well the referee 
told me straight away that our guy was the fault there. That 
our guy pushed him in. So then I was kind of surprised that 
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they disallowed it. It was kind of 50/50. I don’t know if that 
was the reason why their guy fell down but it is what it is. I 
think it kind of sums up the whole game. Nothing really went 
our way. Obviously we played well enough to win this hockey 
game, but Forsberg was good at the other end. You try to 
match that and when you give up three goals on 30 shots, 
you can’t be too satisfied. It doesn’t matter what kind of goals 
they were, you can’t be too satisfied about your game. 

On how the team will get through this stretch: I think it’s just 
coming in tomorrow being ready to work again. We do all the 
right things, it’s just the last couple of inches aren’t there. 
Where we can maybe get the bounces. Roddy said after the 
second period that if we keep playing like this, we will get the 
goals. We got two quick ones. It’s there, it’s just that 
everybody has to understand that it’s not we’ve been playing 
bad, bad hockey. I think we’re doing the right things and it’s 
just the small, little details when we’re getting the scoring 
chances. Maybe when we get the rebounds, elevating the 
puck a little more or something like that. I think there was a 
couple of times where we had almost a wide-open net and 
the other team’s goalie had made an unreal save. I think 
tomorrow, we’ll come back and have a good practice and just 
keep our mind open. We can’t start hanging our heads and 
being super sad. The games are there and we’ve been doing 
the right thing, we just aren’t getting the right bounces right 
now. Just keep working hard and the results will come. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On how disappointing it was to see Ottawa come right back 
and grab the lead: Obviously when we scored the second 
one, it was kind of a relief that came down. But then they 
score right away, the third one. We’re in the same situation, 
‘we’ve got to score one more here.’ We had many chances, 
but we couldn’t score them. It’s tough.  

On what they can do to start finishing the chances: Well, 
probably just score them. That’s the easy one. I feel like we 
don’t have to do anything. We all know that we’re one of the 
best teams in the league. We all know what to do here. Like 
you said, we doubled the shots against those guys. It’s just 
not coming for us. But at the beginning of the year we won 
so many games, and it was coming everything for us. It’s 
going to come. We’ve just got to wait, wait, wait and do the 
same thing. We played great tonight.  

On keeping a positive attitude and willing each other through 
this spell: We just talk with the boys. The last game our 
power play wasn’t great, and we just came together with the 
boys to talk about it. I thought our power play created so 
many chances today, but we just didn’t finish them. Turbo 
scored one, but we could have gotten four goals. It’s just talk 
with the boys and listen to the coaches and calm down a little 
bit. We all know that we’re one of the best teams in the 
league. 
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Canes stunned in crushing loss to Ottawa 

By Ryan Henkel  

It was one of those nights for the Carolina Hurricanes.  

Dominate the game, yet after 60 minutes, they’ve lost 3-2 to 
the Ottawa Senators.  

However, when they’ve had ‘one of those nights’ about four 
times in the last six games, it starts to become more 
concerning and harder to say, “Well, they’ll get them next 
time.” 

Are worries overblown when the process looks right and the 
chances are there, yet the one factor biting them the most is 
luck?  

Is it also difficult to make snap judgments when three of your 
defensive regulars are sidelined due to COVID-19 protocol?  

I don’t know the answers here, but the fact of the matter is 
that it was a frustrating night on a even more frustrating 
stretch for the Hurricanes. 

The Canes have now lost five of their last six, have dropped 
to third in the Metropolitan and the power play hasn’t scored 
in eight games. 

Oh wait, it actually did score tonight.  

After the dumbest sequence of calling off a goal and then 
reallowing that goal all culminating from an own goal by the 
Hurricanes a couple of minutes earlier, Teuvo Teravainen 
picked up career goal number 100 to break the power play 
drought and Anton Forsberg’s shutout bid after he one-timed 
a feed from Sebastian Aho with under eight minutes to go in 
the game, to cut the lead in half. 

It was shot number 43 for the Canes that broke the ice for 
them, a far cry from the Senators who had grabbed their first 
goal on their first shot just 2:43 into the game. 

But after that power play goal — which had seemed to be the 
Canes’ one Achilles heel on this losing stretch — it actually 
seemed like it was going to finally be going Carolina’s way 

because Andrei Svechnikov put home a loose puck to tie it 
up just 1:45 after the Teravainen goal. 

The Canes were buzzing. 

But Ottawa took a timeout, and right after that, Ian Cole got 
caught at the blueline, springing a 2-on-1 the other way.  

Then he tried to dive to break up that chance — which he 
didn’t. Antti Raanta made the initial save, and then... Cole 
slid into the rebound, knocking it into the net. 

So in the span of 2:04, PNC Arena went from pure jubilation 
to heartbreak. The Canes would then go on to lose 3-2.  

And to make matters worse, Jordan Martinook left the game 
midway through with a lower-body injury and there is a lot of 
concern for his status moving forward. 

Piling up chances, suppressing shots against and doing 
everything the right only seems to go so far. The offense has 
to start finishing those chances and making shots count. 

Maybe teams have started to find flaws in the Hurricanes’ 
system, but it’s a bit early to put much credence in anything 
more than rubbish luck, but time is ticking on how much of a 
burden plain old bad luck can bear. 

Maybe the missing pieces will help the team rebound, but the 
Canes had been much too inconsistent even before the 
COVID-related absences.  

But looking at the here and now, that was an extremely 
disappointing loss against the bottom team in the Eastern 
Conference and against a goaltender that had entered the 
game with a 4.44 goals against average and 0.883 save 
percentage. 

No other way to look at it. 

They need to hope that things go better against the Buffalo 
Sabres, who they host Saturday night at 7:30 p.m. at PNC 
Arena.
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Canes starting to return to form despite 3-2 loss to Ottawa  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Forty-nine shots were not enough to carry the Carolina 
Hurricanes to victory, as they fell to the Ottawa Senators 3-2 
in PNC Arena on Thursday, Dec. 2. 

The Canes (15-6-1) were tied with the New York Rangers for 
the top points percentage in the Metropolitan division 
heading into the game, while Ottawa (5-15-1) sat at the 
bottom of the league in that category. Despite this statistical 
difference, the Canes simply failed to take care of business 
against the Senators. 

A pair of goals by Alex Formenton separated by 33:38 put 
Ottawa up 2-0 midway through the third period, but the 
Hurricanes dug in to at least make things interesting down 
the stretch. Left wing Teuvo Teravainen netted his 100th 
career NHL goal to put Carolina on the board with just under 
nine minutes to go. Right wing Andrei Svechnikov followed 
up by tying the game at 2-2 a couple of minutes later. 

The Canes’ momentum was short-lived however, as Josh 
Norris took just 19 seconds to regain the lead for the 
Senators. His shot got lost in a pile of Hurricanes jerseys 
before slipping into the back of the net to finalize the 
scoreline. 

Despite the result, the Canes can take away a positive or two 
from the game. Teravainen’s goal came on the power play, 
breaking a 21-shift scoring drought for Carolina’s PP unit. 
The Hurricanes look significantly sharper when a man up 
against Ottawa, shooting the puck frequently instead of 
exhibiting the “deer in the headlights” that hampered the 
power play during that drought. 

“We got to help each other, play as a group of five and work 
more than the [penalty] killers,” Teravainen said. “We got to 

shoot the puck, find the rebounds and make sure we battle 
harder than them.” 

Make no mistake though, it's been tough sledding for 
Carolina as of late with several of their recent games just not 
going their way. Whether it be giving up a late goal to lose in 
Seattle or coming up short twice against the Capitals, the 
Hurricanes are struggling to find ways to win. However, the 
Canes seem to be keeping their chins up through this poor 
run of form, remaining faithful that the results will come with 
good, quality hockey. 

“We all know we’re one of the best teams in the league,” 
Svechnikov said. “We all know what to do here. We doubled 
our shots against those guys and it’s just not coming for us. 
In the beginning of the year, we won so many games...it's 
going to come, we just got to wait.” 

Carolina did not help its cause with the way it handled the 
puck either. The Canes gave up the puck 20 times in the 
game, with several giveaways occurring in the trapezoid 
behind goaltender Antti Raanta and in their own zone. Given 
the nature of the game-winning goal and the fact that Ottawa 
went up 2-0 thanks to center Martin Necas’ skate nudging 
Formenton’s shot into the net, Carolina’s inability to hold onto 
the puck played a significant role in the loss. 

Regardless, it’s back to the grind for Carolina. The Canes 
have played a game every other day since Nov. 16 and they 
have one final hurdle in that vein in the form of the Buffalo 
Sabres on Dec. 4. The Sabres are 2-7-1 in their last 10, so 
the Hurricanes have an opportunity to sort themselves out 
before hitting the road again for a matchup with the Winnipeg 
Jets on Dec. 7. Puck drop against Buffalo is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. 
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Lyon, Wolves blank Wild 

Alex Lyon rejected all 30 shots he faced as the Chicago 
Wolves earned a 2-0 victory over the Iowa Wild Thursday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Defenseman Jesper Sellgren and forward Sam Miletic 
scored for the Wolves (12-4-1-1), who won their fourth 
straight game and extended their lead in the Central Division. 

“I think it was a good test for us,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “They’re a good team and we wanted to 
see how we line up against them. You could tell (Lyon) was 
locked in really early. He made some really big saves when 
we needed him to.” 

Lyon (5-1-1) registered his seventh career shutout and first in 
Chicago as the Wolves limited the league’s leader in shots 
per game to 6 below their average. The Wolves killed five 
Iowa power plays, including two in the waning minutes when 
the Wild pulled their goaltender to earn a 6-on-4 advantage. 

“I’ve got to say it: The team was awesome,” Lyon said. “The 
(penalty kill) was dynamite and we’re getting better every 
game, so it’s encouraging.” 

The Wolves jumped ahead just 1:57 into the game as 
forward David Gust swiped a puck on the forecheck, carried 
it into the offensive zone and waited for teammates to join 
him. Gust nudged a pass back to the left point for Sellgren, 
who rocketed a one-timer through goaltender Dereck 
Baribeau for his first professional goal in regular-season 
North American play. 

Chicago outshot Iowa (9-6-1-0) by a 15-1 margin in the first 
period, then Lyon stepped forward to stop 13 shots in the 
second. 

Miletic’s speed gave the Wolves a 2-0 lead 1:18 into the 
third. Iowa won a faceoff in its offensive zone and a forward 
tried to pass it back to the point, but the puck skittered down 
the ice. Miletic raced past two defensemen, collected the 
puck between the circles and slipped it past Baribeau for his 
second goal of the season. 

Baribeau (4-5-0) posted 35 saves in the loss. 

 

‘Nothing is going our way’ – Slumping ‘Canes drop home game to Ottawa  

By Todd Gibson  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes pelted 
the hapless Ottawa Senators with 49 shots on goal Thursday 
night but when the clock hit zero, the Senators walked away 
with a 3-2 win over the slumping Hurricanes. 

“We’re getting tested here for sure on many fronts,” said a 
dejected Rod Brind’Amour. “It’s a tough time right now 
mentally because nothing is going our way. Let’s just be 
frank — nothing is going our way.” 

The Hurricanes are 1-4-1 over their past six games and have 
scored just seven goals in the five defeats. With three 
defensemen down due to COVID-19 protocols, you would 
think stopping the puck would be the problem. It’s not. The 
Canes just aren’t scoring. 

“If we’re losing these games and getting 20 shots and six 
scoring chances, then yeah, we’ve got big issues,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But that’s not what’s happening. We’re 
getting lots of opportunities.” 

The loss to the Senators is a prime example. The ‘Canes 
outshot Ottawa 49-20 and had a handful of scoring chances. 

“It’s just not coming for us,” said Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov. “At the beginning of the year, we won so many 
games and it was coming everything for us. It’s going to 
come and we’ve just got to wait.” 

The ‘Canes didn’t have much luck against the Senators 
either. Two of Ottawa’s goals came when a Hurricanes 
player knocked the puck into the Carolina net. It’s been that 
kind of a stretch. 

“No one’s going to feel sorry for you and we’re not asking for 
that,” Brind’Amour said. “The key is you’ve got to stay 
positive and keep working. 

“To me, you keep working and things are going to work out. 
If we get that kind of effort night in and night out we’re going 
to win a lot of games.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256297832.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article256299177.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/be-goldfish-the-hurricanes-suffer-another-crushing-loss-in-dropping-3rd-straight/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-is-ottawa-the-cure-for-carolina-s-ills/20014287/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/projected-lineup-canes-vs-senators/c-328553604 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-forsberg-paves-sens-wins-over-canes/c-328585118 
https://www.nhl.com/news/ottawa-senators-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-328392840 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-hockey-9dd068f4cf525960f276245074165089 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-buffalo-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-079afc230e704a3fa45cdca0b5d68de2 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/2/22813591/carolina-hurricanes-vs-ottawa-senators-game-preview-broadcast-stats-how-to-watch 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/2/22815248/they-said-it-brindamour-raanta-svechnikov-following-home-loss-to-ottawa 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/2/22815259/carolina-hurricanes-stunned-in-crushing-loss-to-ottawa-senators 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-starting-to-return-to-form-despite-3-2-loss-to-ottawa/article_9e5ee578-53f4-11ec-8964-

17162594f30c.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/02/lyon-wolves-blank-wild/ 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/nothing-is-going-our-way-slumping-canes-drop-home-game-to-ottawa/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes rally in third but can’t beat struggling Ottawa 
Senators 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The crowd at PNC Arena, nearly all Carolina Hurricanes fans Thursday, 
kept waiting for something good to happen, something that would bring 
the fans bolting out of their seats. 

Teuvo Teravainen finally did it in the third period, scoring on the power 
play for his 100th career goal. Andrei Svechnikov did it again, banging in 
a rebound for a goal to tie the score. It as loud then. 

But what began as a slip for the Canes now has become a skid. They 
could not beat the Ottawa Senators, losing 3-2 to a team that had lost six 
straight games and 10 of 11, a team that played Wednesday night in 
Ottawa and then made the long flight to Raleigh. 

The Sens got two goals from forward Alex Formenton and the winning 
goal from Josh Norris, but it took a career-high 47 saves from goalie 
Anton Forsberg, who faltered a bit in the third, to hold off the Canes. 

After Teravainen scored on the power play, taking a pass from Sebastian 
Aho and ripping a shot from the right circle, Svechnikov tied it 2-2 at 

13:47, banging in a rebound. Ottawa coach D.J. Smith used his timeout 
at that point, trying to settle down his team and quiet the crowd. 

Good decision. Norris scored at 14:06, getting a shot off in transition that 
goalie Antti Raanta stopped, only to have the puck knocked in by Canes 
defenseman Ian Cole. 

“Just unfortunate bad luck,” Raanta said. 

For the Hurricanes (15-6-1), it was their third consecutive regulation loss 
and their fifth defeat in the past six games, including an overtime loss to 
San Jose. 

“It’s a tough time right now, just mentally, because nothing’s going our 
way,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Let’s just be frank, nothing is 
going our way. 

“No one is going to feel sorry for you and we’re not asking for that. The 
key is you’ve got to stay positive here. There’s no point in feeling sorry 
for yourself. Keep working. To me, if you keep working things are going 
to work out. If we get that kind of effort, night in and night out, we’re going 
to win a lot of games.” 

Consider that the Canes had 20 of their 49 shots in the opening period 
and the Senators had three. But Formenton scored the only goal of the 
period to give Ottawa a 1-0 lead. 

Formenton’s goal, at 2:43 of the first, came moments after Forsberg 
made a stop on a quick-hitting shot from Jesper Fast in front. Tyler Ennis 
chipped a pass off the boards and Formenton held off defenseman 
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Brendan Smith and beat Raanta between the pads for his third of the 
season. 

Formenton’s second goal, at 9:05 of the third, also came after a bounce 
off a Hurricanes skate. Formenton, down on the ice in front of the Canes 
net, swiped at the puck, which hit Carolina’s Martin Necas and past 
Raanta. 

The referees conferred. The ruling: no goal by Ottawa because of 
goaltender interference. But the Senators used their coach’s challenge. 
After review, the ruling was that Svechnikov caused Formenton to collide 
with Rannta -- no interference, a good goal. 

“The referee told me straight away our guy was at fault and pushed him 
in,” Raanta said. “It was kind of 50-50. It is what it is and kind of sums up 
the whole game. Nothing really went our way.” 

Forsberg played three games for Carolina in 2019-20 season after 
goalies Petr Mrazek and James Reimer were injured in a game in 
Toronto that had emergency goalie David Ayres go in net for Carolina. 

The Canes did all they could to pressure Forsberg, who entered the 
game with a 4.44 goals-against average and .883 save percentage in six 
games. Teravainen had eight shots and Svechnikov six, and the Canes 
scored their first power-play goal in eight games. But the chances were 
many and the goals too few against a Senators team that is 5-15-1. 

“It’s going to come,” said Svechnikov, the Canes’ best player Thursday. 
“We’ve just got to wait, wait, wait.” 

With three defensemen still in the COVID-19 protocol, the Canes again 
had Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie in the lineup — Lajoie facing the 
team that drafted him in 2016. Lajoie won a board battle in the offensive 
zone that led to Svechnikov’s score. 
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Be goldfish: The Hurricanes suffer another crushing loss in dropping 3rd 
straight 

 

Cory Lavalette  

 

RALEIGH — In the Season 1 finale of the TV show “Ted Lasso,” the AFC 
Richmond soccer club scores late in regulation to tie the game with 
powerhouse Manchester City and seemingly avoid regulation. The team 
celebrates after having accomplished the unthinkable. 

Then in the next sequence, Manchester City — led by former Richmond 
star Jamie Tartt — scores a stunning goal to beat Lasso’s team and turn 
the celebration into despair. 

The episode is named “The Hope That Kills You.” 

There wasn’t that much on the line Thursday for the Carolina Hurricanes 
— instead the powerhouse team in this scenario against the bottom-
dwelling Ottawa Senators. Yes, coach Rod Brind’Amour’s team had lost 
three of four and scored two or fewer goals in eight of its last 12, but 
Carolina was still near the top of the NHL standings despite battling a 
COVID outbreak that has sidelined all three of the team’s usual right-
handed defensemen. 

The Hurricanes’ rally against the Senators, scoring twice in less than two 
minutes of the game’s final eight minutes to erase a two-goal deficit, left 
the team and the 14,915 fans at PNC Arena on cloud nine. Maybe, 
perhaps, the scoring funk that had stymied the Hurricanes much of the 
past two weeks was over? 

That made the fall back to Earth even harder. 

Ottawa forward Josh Norris benefited from Carolina defenseman Ian 
Cole sliding into and knocking the puck past goaltender Antti Raanta just 
19 seconds after Andrei Svechnikov had tied the game, giving the 
Senators a 3-2 win and sending the Hurricanes to their third straight loss. 

“It’s a tough time right now, just mentally, because nothing’s going our 
way,” Brind’Amour said following the loss. “Let’s just be frank: nothing is 
going our way. No one’s gonna feel sorry for you, and we’re not asking 
for that. The key is just you got to stay positive here. No point feeling 
sorry for yourself. Keep working.” 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes dominated every aspect of 
the game except the scoreboard, outshooting Ottawa 49-20. But like 
Tuesday’s game in Dallas when Stars goalie Braden Holtby fended off 
Carolina’s attack, Senators goalie Anton Forsberg — a former Hurricanes 
goalie — managed to keep the home team off the board for 52 minutes. 

That is until the Hurricanes’ struggling power play ended an eight-game 
drought with a goal at 12:02 of the third period. 

Teuvo Teravainen got his 100th career goal, one-timing a Sebastian Aho 
pass to the right faceoff dot past Forsberg (career-high 47 saves) to get 
Carolina on the board. 

Just 1:45 later, Svechnikov scored by jamming a loose puck in — after 
Seth Jarvis had redirected an Aho point shot — to tie the game. 

“When when we scored the second one, it was kind of relief come down,” 
Svechnikov said. 

The euphoria was short-lived, with Jordan Staal and Cole losing a board 
battle in the neutral zone off the ensuing faceoff to create a 2-on-1. 
Raanta stopped Norris’ initial shot, but Cole’s desperate dive to break up 
the play led him to crash into the goal crease, knocking both Raanta and 
the puck into the net to give Ottawa the winning goal. 

“He was trying to come back and help me,” Raanta said of Cole, “and it 
hits his skate and goes in. It’s just unfortunate bad luck.” 

It was the second time the Senators had scored following a collision with 
Raanta. 

After jumping ahead just 2:43 into the game on a rush past Carolina’s 
Brendan Smith, Ottawa’s Alex Formenton got his second goal of the 
night at 9:05 of the third period when he crashed the net to try and get a 
Tyler Ennis rebound and was taken off his skates, sliding skates first into 
Raanta. 

The loose puck then went in off Carolina’s Martin Necas and was ruled a 
goal. But the refs gathered and changed their minds, determining Raanta 
had been interfered with. That led Senators coach D.J. Smith to 
challenge the play, and the play was overturned a second time and 
called a good goal to give Ottawa a 2-0 lead. 

“I think it kind of sums up the whole game,” Raanta said. “Nothing really 
went our way. Obviously, we played well enough to win this hockey 
game.” 

Carolina still mounted a comeback, only to be served a subsequent 
crushing loss. 

Brind’Amour, much like the bright-sided Lasso on the show, had nothing 
but positive things to say about his team’s effort despite the continuing 
disappointing end results. 

“I’m proud of the group right now in that game, I’ll be honest with you,” he 
said. “I’m disappointed for them because I know how they feel. That’s a 
tough way to lose when you score two on your own goal. … It’s a tough 
loss, but wake up tomorrow and we’ll get at it again.” 

Notes: Jordan Martinook left for the locker room twice, the second time 
for good, after suffering a lower-body injury. Brind’Amour said it was 
“some sort of problem in his ankle area.” … Defensemen Max Lajoie and 
Jalen Chatfield each played their second games with the Hurricanes this 
season and were again effective, logging 14:54 and 15:07, respectively, 
while paired together and dominating possession when on the ice. … 
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Vincent Trocheck’s point drought is now at eight games. … Teravainen 
had eight shots on goal, matching a career-high he had set back in 2015 
with the Blackhawks. … Jaccob Slavin played 29:30, the highest total in 
a regulation game of his career and the third-highest amount of time 
behind two overtime losses. 
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Observations: Sabres' goalie situation looms large after another brutal 
loss 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 2, 2021  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – Aaron Dell shook his glove hand in approval as his 
Buffalo Sabres teammates celebrated at the other end of the ice after 
scoring the opening goal Thursday night in FLA Live Arena. 

Moments earlier, Dell made a pair of saves to help kill a Florida Panthers 
power play, holding one of the top teams in the league off the scoreboard 
in a pivotal Atlantic Division matchup on the road. It was the beginning of 
a roller coaster evening for the Sabres, but they experienced calamity 
long before puck drop. 

Sabres goalie Dustin Tokarski enters Covid-19 protocol, UPL recalled 

Unaffected by Covid-19 for the first quarter of the season, the Buffalo 
Sabr… 

Dustin Tokarski, the club’s starting goalie since Craig Anderson was 
sidelined with an upper-body injury last month, was placed on the Covid-
19 protocol list and prospect Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen was summoned 
from Rochester. Dell was possibly playing to keep his roster spot 
because earlier Thursday, the club acquired goalie Malcolm Subban, a 
27-year-old with 82 games of NHL experience. 

Another round of testing for the Sabres’ traveling party cleared everyone 
else on the roster and the Sabres overcame that encounter with adversity 
to build a three-goal lead, only to fall apart in the final 40 minutes and 
lose to the Panthers 7-4. 

The Sabres (8-12-3) are winless in seven of their last eight and have 
allowed five or more goals in seven of their last 10, while the Panthers 
(16-4-3) improved to 13-1 at home. 

"They’ve been doing it to a lot of teams this year," said Sabres center 
Casey Mittelstadt after he scored in his return from a 21-game absence. 
"I just think at some point when they’re coming after us, we’ve got to fight 
back and I think that’s about it. Stop the bleeding. It’s been kind of a sour 
spot for a lot of years, so that’s on us as players." 

A key player in Panthers' hot start, Sam Reinhart 'excited' to face Sabres 

The Panthers are generating a buzz in South Florida while playing a 
system that’s like the one Reinhart had success in under Sabres coach 
Don Granato.  

Dell stopped 38 of 43 shots in his sixth appearance this season, including 
two saves on the penalty kill in the first period to buy time until his 
teammates found their legs. The Sabres proceeded to score three goals, 
including two by Vinnie Hinostroza. Dylan Cozens also notched his 
seventh goal of the season with a shot over Sergei Bobrovsky's glove at 
7:41 into the game. 

Trouble began in the second period when defenseman Lucas Carlsson’s 
slap shot zipped over the blocker of Dell, then former Sabres forward 
Sam Reinhart tipped a Carlsson shot to cut the lead to 4-2. Florida 
scored its third goal in a span of 5:43 with Aaron Ekblad finished a 
remarkable cross-slot feed from Jonathan Huberdeau. 

The Sabres were outshot 21-6 in the second period – an indictment of 
their team game and not their porous goaltending – and the score was 
tied 4-4 with Ekblad’s second goal only 1:07 into the third. It occurred on 
a second consecutive power play for Florida. Panthers rookie Anton 
Lundell scored the decisive goal when he was given room to shoot from 
the slot at 8:05 into the third period, and Florida added a pair of empty-
net goals. Puck management was the issue for the Sabres, as botched 
breakout passes by defensemen led to long possessions for the 
Panthers. 

"You can't break," said coach Don Granato. "You can't lose confidence. 
You just have to keep pushing through. I say it all the time, we have to 
keep getting better." 

Despite the poor performance on the back end, the goaltending situation 
will loom large for the Sabres with Tokarski out an undetermined amount 
of time. Subban was acquired for future considerations because he was 
part of a goalie logjam with Chicago’s American Hockey League affiliate. 
He played his best in the NHL in 2017-18 with expansion Vegas, 
recording a .910 save percentage in 22 games. Subban is expected to 
join the team for practice Friday in Raleigh, N.C. 

“We’ve been looking into different scenarios and options for a little bit of 
time now, and he’s a player I’ve talked to his former teammates who are 
here now and played with him in Vegas,” Sabres general manager Kevyn 
Adams told The Buffalo News before the game. “High-character, high 
work ethic, high compete and he’s an athletic guy who, for me, has a 
chance to get an opportunity and run with it. To me, it’s really important 
when you bring in someone into the team that you know what they’re 
going to be like in the locker room, so that part checked out. We think 
there’s an upside to him and we’ll see where we go from here.” 

The Sabres’ 5-on-5 save percentage in November ranked 30th in the 
NHL, while they were 20th in shot quality allowed in those situations, 
according to Evolving-Hockey.com. Over the past three weeks, the 
Sabres have scored four or more goals five different times and earned 
zero points in those games. Dell wasn't solely to blame for this loss, but 
he has an .868 save percentage and an 0-6 record. If his teammates' 
play in their own end doesn't improve, it may not matter who is in net. 

Here are other observations from the game Thursday night: 

1. Fine return 

Mittelstadt was outstanding in his return to the lineup, winning 55% of his 
faceoffs and finishing with three shots on goal in 19:02 of ice time. He 
also stabilized the top power-play unit. The group didn't score, but there 
was better puck movement. The Sabres are now strong down the middle 
with Mittelstadt, Cozens and Tage Thompson. 

"Casey was extremely impressive tonight," said Granato. "And Mittsy 
sustained it through the whole game. It’s something you go in your first 
game in a couple of months, as a coach you’re gauging that. His 
conditioning was exceptional." 

Jeff Skinner says he's only a 'piece of the puzzle,' but he's so much more 
to Sabres 

“Your job as a player is to help your team win and we’re in a bit of a rut 
right now, so you just try to keep working through it,” Skinner said. 

2. Trending up 

This is the best we’ve seen Cozens play in the NHL. With a goal and an 
assist Thursday, Cozens has six points in his last six games, including a 
goal in three straight. Somehow, the 20-year-old’s assist was more 
impressive than his goal, as he stickhandled around Joe Thornton near 
the right wall, skated toward the net and held the puck long enough to 
fool the Panthers’ defensemen before sending a cross-slot pass to 
Hinostroza for the 3-0 lead at 14:25 into the game. 

3. Around the boards 

With his assist on the Hinostroza goal, Rasmus Dahlin passed Gilbert 
Perreault for the fourth-most career assists (101) by a Sabre before their 
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22nd birthday. Dahlin skated a team-high 25:14. ... Zemgus Girgensons 
narrowly gave Buffalo the lead in third, only to have the puck stopped by 
Florida forward Eetu Luostarinen. ... The Sabres went 0-for-3 on the 
power play and had 31 shots on goal, including 18 in the third period. 

4. Next 

The Sabres will wrap the two-game road trip against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday night in PNC Arena at 7:30 p.m. 
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Sabres goalie Dustin Tokarski enters Covid-19 protocol, UPL recalled 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 2, 2021  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – Unaffected by Covid-19 for the first quarter of the 
season, the Buffalo Sabres are finally forced to handle a player landing 
on the National Hockey League’s protocol list. 

Sabres starting goalie Dustin Tokarski was placed in Covid-19 protocol 
Thursday, causing the club to dispatch top prospect Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen from Rochester. The Sabres also didn't hold a morning skate 
ahead of their game against the Florida Panthers inside FLA Live Arena. 

The move forced Don Granato to use Aaron Dell as the Sabres' starting 
goalie against the first-place Panthers, as Luukkonen did not arrive in 
time to skate Thursday morning. Malcolm Subban, who was acquired 
from Chicago, won't join the team until Friday in Raleigh, N.C. 

Granato could not say how long the Sabres will be without Tokarski, 
though testing cleared the rest of the team. 

"There's concern always when you’re in the middle of a pandemic and 
we are still in the middle of a pandemic," said Granato. "So, yeah, 
concern is no different. It’s the same because we’ve been in this thing 
and it doesn’t seem like it’s going away." 

The situation comes at a tenuous time for the Sabres, as their American 
Hockey League affiliate, the Rochester Americans, had two games 
postponed in response to their coach, Seth Appert, entering Covid-19 
protocol. There was concern that some Amerks players will test positive 
for the virus. 

At the outset of training camp in September, general manager Kevyn 
Adams told reporters that the Sabres had 100% vaccination rate. 

The Sabres are the latest NHL team forced to confront a player landing 
on the protocol list. The New York Islanders had two games postponed 
after they placed six players on the protocol list during a 1-0 loss to 
Pittsburgh last Friday. Previously, the Ottawa Senators had three games 
postponed because of 10 cases on the club. 

Dell, 32, has a 4.56 goals-against average and 0.862 save percentage in 
five appearances this season. Fans are clamoring to see Luukkonen, but 
the 2017 second-round draft choice hasn’t strung together a consistent 
stretch in Rochester. He has a 3.42 goals-against average and 0.888 
save percentage, though he stopped 64 of 69 shots in games against 
previously undefeated Utica and Hershey. 

Tokarski took over as the Sabres’ starting goalie when Craig Anderson 
was sidelined with an upper-body injury following a game in San Jose on 
Nov. 2. Tokarski, 32, has a 3.22 goals-against average and .902 save 
percentage in 14 games. 

Buffalo News LOADED: 12.03.2021 

1228078 Buffalo Sabres 

 

A key player in Panthers' hot start, Sam Reinhart 'excited' to face Sabres 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 2, 2021  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – Sam Reinhart perked up at the lectern Thursday 
morning in FLA Live Arena when asked about his first game against the 
Buffalo Sabres. 

Reinhart dined with some of his former teammates near his new home in 
the Sunshine State and although there are many new faces on the 
Sabres, it’s still the only organization he knew before the July trade that 
sent him to the Florida Panthers. 

“Pretty excited,” the 2014 second overall draft choice said. “Obviously, I 
was there quite a long time and it’s the only place I had known, so a lot of 
friendships that have kept going, even though I’m in a different 
organization.” 

The first meeting occurred at a difficult time for Reinhart’s former team. 
The Sabres had only three wins in 14 November games, while the 
Panthers were almost perfect on home ice with a 12-1 record. Reinhart 
has rid himself of the weight that comes with a 10-year playoff drought. 
The 26-year-old forward is a key player on a team with Stanley Cup 
aspirations, coming off a season in which the Panthers took the eventual 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning to Game 6 of a first-round series. 

An abrupt coaching change Oct. 28 didn’t throw the Panthers off course, 
but Reinhart is still trying to carve out a niche in a lineup that’s lacked 
continuity because of injuries. 

“It’s always hard to change teams and I think he’s a really cerebral 
player,” said Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette. “It’s hard to find 
chemistry with guys and to know where you fit. Obviously, with the 
success we had last year, he’s just trying to find his way and I think it 
gets a little difficult. I think he’s done a great job. We’ve moved him all 
over the place. We’re still trying to figure him out a little bit, too, but every 
line he goes on, he generates offense one way or the other.” 

In 22 games entering the matchup against Buffalo, Reinhart had five 
goals and 13 points while averaging 16:36 of ice time, his lowest mark 
since his first full NHL season in 2015-16. He’s played at center and right 
wing, and he’s a key cog on an effective power play. Reinhart had his 
most notable heroic moment in Florida on Tuesday night when he scored 
the game-winning goal in a come-from-behind victory over the 
Washington Capitals. 

The Panthers are generating a buzz in South Florida while playing a 
system that’s like the one Reinhart had success in under Sabres coach 
Don Granato. Last season, Reinhart matched his previous career high 
with 25 goals and accomplished the feat in only 54 games. With Granato 
as interim coach, Reinhart shifted to center and totaled 14 goals with 21 
points in 28 games. 

Reinhart proved he could be a team's top player and a possible key 
figure in General Manager Kevyn Adams’ plan to build a winner in 
Buffalo. Yet, Reinhart was never offered a long-term contract and the 
Sabres expected him to walk as a free agent in the summer of 2022. 
Adams took another big step in his rebuild by trading Reinhart to the 
Panthers in exchange for a first-round draft choice and prospect Devon 
Levi, a record-setting goalie at world juniors and currently one of the top 
NCAA netminders at Northeastern.  

When Reinhart learned of the trade at approximately 11:30 p.m. Eastern 
time, the conversation with Adams was brief. But once the deal was 
official and Reinhart processed the news that he was leaving Buffalo 
after seven seasons, he called Adams back to express his gratitude and 
wish the Sabres luck. The interaction was captured by the Sabres in their 
Beyond Blue and Gold video series and seemed to leave a strong 
impression on Adams and owner Terry Pegula. 
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“It was a long tenure there, so I thought it was important to reach out to 
him,” Reinhart explained to The Buffalo News. “Maybe when we had 
more time to digest a little bit and it’s not a 20-second conversation. I 
respect him, I respect everyone that’s still there. I have no hard feelings.” 

With Florida, Reinhart finally received the contract he coveted, a three-
year pact worth $19.5 million. He’s a five-time 20-goal scorer and while 
his points production this season isn’t likely to his standard, advanced 
metrics show he’s been one of the Panthers’ top players during their 
impressive start to the season. 

This is Reinhart’s opportunity to experience the playoffs after the Sabres 
failed to surround him and Jack Eichel with enough talent during their 
time together in Buffalo. And while Reinhart is still finding his way on a 
new team, the Panthers have the depth to accomplish what the Sabres 
could not. 

“There’s been a lot of turnover in the early part of the year,” said 
Reinhart. “A lot of mixing and matching. There have been a couple 
injuries we’ve had that we’ve had to juggle things here and there. I think 
the important thing about this group is the depth. From a forward’s 
perspective, there are a lot of guys you can play with and a lot of guys 
you can create chances with out there. It’s been fun.” 
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Sabres bolster NHL goaltending depth by acquiring Malcolm Subban 
from Chicago 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 2, 2021  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. -- With Craig Anderson still out and Dustin Tokarski 
shouldering a heavy workload, the Sabres added goaltending depth 
Thursday by acquiring Malcolm Subban from the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Subban, 27, has 82 games of experience in the National Hockey League, 
but he has been in the minors since failing to make the Blackhawks' 
roster in training camp. Subban had an .893 save percentage and 3.38 
goals-against average in five games with the Rockford IceHogs of the 
American Hockey League. 

Chicago acquired "future considerations" from the Sabres in the trade. 

A first-round draft choice of the Boston Bruins in 2012, Subban played a 
career-high 22 games with the expansion Vegas Golden Knights in 2017-
18. He had a .901 save percentage in 63 games with Vegas from 2017-
18 before he joined Chicago as part of the Robin Lehner trade. 

The Sabres could have claimed Subban when he was placed on waivers 
at the conclusion of training camp in October, but their goaltending 
situation has changed for the worse. 

Anderson, 40, has been out with an upper-body injury since Nov. 2 and, 
while he's resumed skating on his own, there are no signs that he's ready 
to re-join the team. Tokarski, 32, has displayed flashes of brilliance as 
the starter, most notably a 45-save performance in a 2-1 win over 
Pittsburgh last month. He entered the game Thursday in Florida with a 
.903 save percentage in 14 appearances. 

Tokarski, though, hasn't appeared in more than 30 games since 2017-18 
with Lehigh Valley of the AHL. His career-high for games played in the 
NHL is 17 with Montreal in 2014-15. 

Aaron Dell, the Sabres' backup with Anderson out, has struggled to the 
tune of a 4.56 goals-against average and 0.862 save percentage. The 
club's top prospect, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, also has failed to piece 
together a consistent stretch with the Rochester Americans after a 
difficult training camp in Buffalo. 

Luukkonen, 22, has a 3.42 goals-against average and 0.888 save 
percentage with the Amerks, though he stopped 64 of 69 shots in games 
against previously undefeated Utica and Hershey. 

This deal gives the Sabres another NHL goalie during a season in which 
a tandem will be necessary. The compressed schedule includes more 
back-to-back games and, if Anderson returns, the Sabres would have the 
option to keep Tokarski or Subban in Buffalo.  

Subban is a pending unrestricted free agent with an $850,000 salary cap 
hit for 2021-22. He appeared in 16 games for Chicago last season, 
recording a .900 save percentage and 3.20 goals-against average. 
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Jets look to Connor for power-play punch 

 

Jason Bell 

7-9 minutes 12/2/2021 

 

Kyle Connor is taking over the spot once occupied by the most lethal 
power-play sniper in Winnipeg Jets 2.0 history. 

The Michigan-born left-winger was stationed near the left faceoff circle 
Thursday as the Jets did some intense work at Canada Life Centre to 
energize their anemic play with the man advantage. 

Kyle Connor now occupies the sweet spot on the Jets power play once 
occupied by high-scoring Patrik Laine. 

To say the special-teams unit needs a reversal of fortune would be a 
huge understatement. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, who has 11 tallies this year, was added to the first 
unit in an effort to created some net-front havoc, while Connor, who leads 
the club with 14 goals, replaced Nikolaj Ehlers at the prime shooting 
position made popular by Patrik Laine.  

Laine was a right-shooter and made a name for himself blasting one-
timers from that very spot. 

But head coach Paul Maurice figures Connor, who has just a pair of 
goals (both coming in a 4-2 win over the Calgary Flames last Saturday) 
during the team's recent 1-5-1 slide, can connect from that location as 
well. 

"We've had a challenge this year with players in and out of our lineup, 
and then with our hands. So, I wanted to put Kyle there because I think 
he can beat a goaltender from there," Maurice said. "And if doesn’t beat 
a goaltender from there, he’s going to put it in a place where we can do 
something with it." 

It's a strong demonstration of positive thinking from Winnipeg's long-time 
bench boss, however, the reality is he's likely ready to try just about 
anything at this point. 

The Jets power play went 0-for-6 Monday night in a troubling 1-0 loss to 
the visiting Arizona Coyotes, and is now producing at just 16.9 per cent, 
which ranks 22nd in the NHL. Winnipeg has scored just once in its last 
23 man-advantage opportunities. 

Grand expectations needed to be tempered after the squad scored nine 
times on 32 chances (28.1per cent) at the 11-game mark (6-3-2) of the 
2021-22 campaign. But Winnipeg has gone just 2-for-32 (6.1 per cent) in 
the 11 games since (4-5-2), calling for desperate measures. 

Yanking Ehlers, who hasn't exactly been his electrifying self as of late, off 
the top group was a starting point. 
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"I wanted to put Nikky there originally, out of respect for him and what he 
can do and the minutes and give him the chance, but it didn’t make him 
or the power play better," said Maurice. "(Put) Kyle in that hole, I’ve never 
used before. We didn’t need to in the past because we had a right-
handed shot (Laine) over there. And if you don’t have a right-handed shot 
over there, it changes everything about how you move." 

Neal Pionk continues to man the point, while Mark Scheifele sets up in 
the slot and Blake Wheeler patrols the right wall. Both veteran forwards 
are struggling and would welcome some production when the New 
Jersey Devils visit Friday night and the high-flying Toronto Maple Leafs 
stop by Sunday night. 

Wheeler, still without a goal in 17 contests, is scheduled to play the 
1,000th game of his career Sunday. 

"It’s almost Day 1 today of a pretty significant change of how we’re going 
to move in the offensive zone. Pierre-Luc net-front, 6-5, 220 (pounds) 
...we need to get the puck there more often. And Mark over the years is 
an elite slot shooter if we can find a way to get him the puck. You need 
more options around him to get him the puck," explained Maurice. 

"So, a bit of a change with that unit, it’s going to be a bit of a work in 
progress, but even in the short sample size (Thursday's practice) Kyle 
banged a couple in and there was more action around the net than what 
we’ve seen for a while. You put those five guys on the ice, the skill level 
they have, they got to be on the same page and they’ve got to be rolling." 

+++ 

The Moose have a new head of the herd. 

Manitoba veteran defenceman Jimmy Oligny will serve as the 11th 
captain of the American Hockey League team, while forwards David 
Gustafsson and Cole Maier have been named alternate captains. 

Oligny, 28, has a pair of goals and three assists in 18 games this season, 
his fourth with the Moose. The St. Michel, Que., product has appeared in 
399 career AHL games , including 124 games with the Jets' minor-league 
affiliate. 

Previous captains include Peter Stoykewych (2018-20), Patrice Cormier 
(2016-18), John Albert (2015-16), Jason Jaffray (2011-15), Nolan 
Baumgartner (2004-15, 2010-11), Mike Keane (2005-10), Dallas Eakins 
(2003-04), Brian Chapman (1999-03), Scott Arniel (1997-99), and, Randy 
Gilhen (1996-97). 

Gustafsson, 21, is tied for the Moose lead in scoring with five goals and 
14 points in 18 games. The Swedish product was named the squad's 
MVP for the 2020-21 season campaign. 

Maier, 26, has five goals and nine points in 18 games. The Pequannock, 
N.J., product has played 111 games with the Moose. 
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Jets have a need for speed 

 

Jason Bell 

7-8 minutes 12/2/2021 

 

The Winnipeg Jets and their head coach regularly blame speed, or lack 
thereof, during post-game appraisals of their NHL defeats. 

The Winnipeg Jets and their head coach regularly blame speed, or lack 
thereof, during post-game appraisals of their NHL defeats. 

Lately, the Central Division team has been on the losing end far too often 
— with just one regulation victory in its last seven outings — and its 
inability to match the quickness of its opponents has been a major factor. 

The Jets have been designed with speed in mind. Kyle Connor and 
Nikolaj Ehlers are blessed with lightning quickness up front, while Pierre-
Luc Dubois, Mark Scheifele and Jansen Harkins can shift into a higher 
gear than many of their league counterparts. 

On the back end, Josh Morrissey, Neal Pionk and Nate Schmidt supply 
top-flight mobility. 

But the essence of NHL quickness isn't just a player's ability to dart up 
and down the ice. There's no skills competition out there, with bonus 
points for a blazing lap around the rink. 

Quickness comes in other forms, says a sizable Winnipeg forward who 
isn't exactly revered as fleet of foot. 

"It's not necessarily just about skating speed. It's the quickness in your 
decisions, the quickness in your reads," said 6-5, 210-pound centre 
Adam Lowry. "You could be moving quickly, but if you're going to the 
wrong spot you're gonna be playing a little slower. You're not going to be 
pushing (opponents) back, you're not gonna be in the right spots for your 
guys. 

"It's about getting on the same page with whoever you're playing with… 
that you know as soon as you get the puck you have a couple of outs, so 
you don't have to take that split second — you have to look — but you 
don't have to survey if there's a better option. You're taking your first 
read, you're moving from there." 

The Jets (10-8-2) host the visiting New Jersey Devils on Friday at 7 p.m., 
the second game of a four-game stretch at home. Winnipeg is just 1-5-1 
in its last seven games — outscored 21-9 — and was fifth in the Central 
Division prior to Thursday's slate of games. 

The Devils were in St. Paul, Minn., on Thursday night to battle the 
streaking Wild before playing 24 hours later in the Manitoba capital. 

The Jets did some primary work on their struggling power play but also 
ran line-rush drills, with a focus on quick, tape-to-tape passes from their 
blue-liners to forwards in motion. Head coach Paul Maurice barked out 
repeatedly he wanted to see breakouts and zone entries at top velocity. 

It's the old adage of practise like you play. 

"It’s definitely a mindset. It’s having that mindset of wanting to do 
everything at a quick pace," said defenceman Brenden Dillon. "Getting 
those reps in at practice, all those things become a habit for you and it 
becomes your normal, and it gets engrained in you. 

"For our team, we’re definitely built around speed, and all of our players – 
our forward lines, our defence – we’re a mobile group and I think it’s 
moving pucks quick, it’s shooting pucks quick, it’s being fast in how the 
puck is moved and how you're in getting to spots, whether that’s the 
defensive zone, the neutral zone or the offensive zone. We’re at our best 
when we’re attacking quickly and getting pucks to the net." 

The Jets have played in four time zones over the last two weeks and 
have appeared fatigued at times, particularly in Minnesota in a 7-1 
spanking Friday. They did respond one night later, rallying to defeat the 
Flames 4-2 in Calgary. 

Players had Tuesday off, while most opted to stay away from the rink 
when Wednesday's skate was made optional by the coaching staff. But 
the tempo was jacked up to high Thursday. 

Maurice said it's his responsibility to ensure the club is ready for flight. 

"The mental component of speed, it’s what I feel my job is. Your job is to 
get your team to play fast. How you prep them in practice," he said. 
"Most of the game speed is the people without the puck reading either 
the puck carrier or the first forechecker. If you can increase the 
percentage of an understanding of what is going to happen next, your 
team will play faster. 
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"(It's also) what you do with the puck and your mindset with the puck 
changes the speed of the game. If you think you’re shooting the puck, 
you’re more likely to go to the net. If you think you’re going to pull up and 
make a pass, you’re more likely to get into a shooting lane. I think you’ve 
heard me say I want all of them to play like shooters. They don’t have to 
shoot the puck. I want them to move like they’re going to shoot the puck. 
That’s their main goal. When we do that, I think we’re fast." 
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After five decades on Canadian airwaves, Brian Williams quietly exits the 
stage 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Dec 2, 2021  

  

It was 2:30 p.m. in Toronto when Brian Williams hopped on the phone 
call, which meant it was 1:30 in Winnipeg, 12:30 in Edmonton and still 
only 11:30 a.m. in Victoria. It was also time for one of Canada’s most 
distinguished sportscasters to discuss his retirement. 

With his unique delivery, familiar cadence and religious adherence to 
letting viewers know what time it was wherever they were watching, 
Williams became the soundtrack for Canadian sports television. For five 
decades, he gave voice to hockey, figure skating, horse racing, the 
Olympics and many more in between. 

And now, he is quietly stepping away. 

“I’m 75,” he said on Wednesday. “Fifty years, to me, was always a time to 
aim for. And when it became possible, I thought, ‘you know what? Now is 
a good time just to be able to step back and enjoy life with the 
grandchildren, the family.’ 

“It’s the right time for me.” 

Williams is scheduled to make a cameo appearance on TSN during the 
network’s pregame coverage of the Grey Cup next Sunday. It is expected 
he will share a segment with host James Duthie, talking about his career 
and some of his favourite Grey Cup memories.  

Those memories remain razor-sharp. Williams rhymed off a list of career 
highlights, from the stadiums where they took place to the stars who 
shone, to the final scores. (His favourite Grey Cup, for example, was in 
1989, at SkyDome — now Rogers Centre — with Kent Austin named 
MVP, Dave Ridgway kicking the winning field goal and the final score 
standing at 43-40 for the Prairie team.) 

“I’m just very fortunate,” he said, “to have been to a lot of places and 
have these great memories.” 

Williams was born in Winnipeg, but raised on the move. His father, Dr. 
Kenneth Williams, began as a general practitioner, but moved into 
administration. He was in Edmonton, Hamilton, Detroit and, for a while, at 
Yale University, in New Haven, Conn. 

It was there, within driving distance of Manhattan, that Williams first 
remembered falling in love with his future craft. He could listen to 
broadcasts of the Yankees, and some of the most fabled names in the 
sport, and see them live on local television. 

That followed him back to Canada, where he landed a job at CHUM in 
September 1970, that saw him assigned to news stories. One day, he 
remembered a warning from his boss: “You’re covering city hall today, 

and I’m going to tell you something — If you come back with another g-d 
sports angle, I’m going to kill you.” 

Williams said his boss laughed: “He said, ‘Williams is the only guy I send 
out to cover a news story and finds a sports angle.’” 

When he moved to the CBC, the offices were only a few blocks from 
Maple Leaf Gardens. He covered the Leafs when Harold Ballard roamed 
the halls as owner, having already been convicted on 47 counts of theft 
and fraud. 

In 1982, Leafs forward Rick Vaive scored four goals in a home win over 
the Blackhawks, an offensive outburst that included his 49th goal of the 
year. No Toronto player had ever scored that many goals in a season, 
and the local television stations were scrambling for highlights. 

According to a Globe and Mail report, the game had not been carried on 
television, and Ballard banned all local crews from filming it. He later 
gave them an option: They could film the highlight that the team had 
recorded — but only off a television screen in the Toronto office. 

One local news team recorded. Williams declined, telling the Globe the 
video quality was sub-standard. 

Television critics of the era would sometimes seize on the way Williams 
presented the news. A column in the Globe described him as “anxious 
sportscaster Brian Williams,” and others echoed versions of that 
sentiment. 

“As you mature into a role, I think you settle into it,” he said. “I think 
people realized how much I was enjoying it.” 

In the final tally of his career, Williams ended up covering 14 Olympic 
Games. In 2011, he was made an Officer of the Order of Canada, 
awarded by the Governor General to “people who make extraordinary 
contributions to the nation.” 

Generations of Canadians — along with some Americans — watched the 
Olympics with Williams as their guide. The Globe asked Williams about 
the CBC’s coverage for a profile in 1994. 

“We can go head-to-head with CBS in Albertville, head-to-head with NBC 
in Seoul, and beat them (in the ratings), in Detroit or Cincinnati or Seattle 
or Buffalo,” he told the paper. “The American networks have never given 
the American public the credit for having any intelligence. They will fawn 
over some American finishing 20th, at the expense of the winner from 
Great Britain.” 

Williams left the CBC in 2006 after the public broadcaster lost the rights 
to the Games, moving to CTV, which had secured rights to what would 
be the crown jewel of a Canadian sports broadcasting career: The 2010 
Winter Games in Vancouver. (He also had a 35-year run with Don Cherry 
as co-host of a syndicated short-form radio program, “Grapeline,” which 
ended two years ago.) 

Williams loved working at the Olympics. One of the aspects he said he 
enjoyed most was how a Games can draw casual sports fans to the 
television and envelope them with the narratives of the athletes filling the 
screen. Canadians generally don’t venture to a bar to watch skeleton on 
a Saturday night, he said: “But they sure went crazy when Jon 
Montgomery won the skeleton up at Whistler and carried that beer 
through the crowd.” 

He keeps some mementos from his career in the office at his home. 
Williams said he has a photo with members of the Royal family from the 
2012 London Olympics. He has a photo with the late Howard Cosell, with 
Cosell holding a copy of Sports Illustrated – with Cosell on the cover. 

Williams had seen his role at TSN scale back over the last several years. 
The CBC holds rights to the Olympics, and rights to other sports have 
shifted. 

In a retirement that began during a pandemic, Williams said he has spent 
more time reading. He said he is not handy, so he does not have any 
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renovation projects on his schedule, but he does enjoy gardening and 
tinkering around outside. 

He has also spent more time golfing. 

“They say the more you play, the better you get,” he said. “I’m not sure 
that’s true. But I do enjoy it.” 

Williams and his wife, Geraldine, also have three children and five 
grandchildren. 

“Certainly,” he said with a chuckle, “I’m not just sitting around.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Flames earn win for Sutter as coach marks return to L.A. 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

LOS ANGELES — The lead-up to Thursday’s showdown was all about a 
familiar face in a familiar place, with Calgary Flames coach Darryl Sutter 
back on the bench at Staples Center, the scene of his two Stanley Cup 
triumphs. 

After the puck dropped, the familiar sightings continued. 

A road snipe from Andrew Mangiapane. Yeah, another. 

A five-hole goal by Milan Lucic. Yeah, again. 

Some animosity between Matthew Tkachuk and Los Angeles Kings 
defenceman Drew Doughty. Yeah, more of that, too. 

Add another stellar performance from netminder Jacob Markstrom, and 
those ingredients added up to a successful return for Sutter and depth 
forward Trevor Lewis, with Tkachuk notching the game-winner as the 
Flames opened a four-game getaway with a 3-2 victory over the Kings. 

“I’m sure if you asked him, he would want us to just come in here and get 
this road trip off on the right foot,” Tkachuk said of Sutter. “He wasn’t 
worried about his homecoming or anything like that, but it’s obviously 
nice for not only him but Lew, too. It was big to get them the win — they 
were here for a lot of years, won some championships here and probably 
have a lot of great memories here. 

“So I’m sure this game is special to them, but it feels better with a win, for 
sure.” 

The hosts struck first Thursday, with Alex Iafallo doing the honours on a 
deflection, but Mangiapane — who else? — soon evened up for the out-
of-towners. With that power-play cash-in, Mangiapane continued his 
torrid travels. He’s scored 15 of his 16 goals this fall in away rinks, 
making him the NHL’s leading marksman in enemy territory. 

The Flames were back on the man-advantage about five minutes later 
when Lucic accepted a pass in the slot and zipped a shot between Cal 
Petersen’s legs. That has been his favourite target so far this season — 
four of his seven tallies have gone sliding through the wickets of the 
opposing netminder. 

“It’s a high percentage shot,” Lucic said post-game. “If you miss, it’s off 
the pads and it stays alive. You get what I’m trying to say? Rather than 
the ones that go in the glove or all that type of stuff. It just seems to be 
working. And if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 

It’s been close to two years since the last meeting between the Flames 
and Kings, but Tkachuk apparently has a good memory. And he doesn’t 
seem ready for his feud with Doughty to be done just yet. 

They renewed acquaintances in the first, with Tkachuk spilling his 
opponent with that reverse hit that he seems to have mastered. That led 
to some hostility after the whistle, with both guys ultimately taking two — 
Doughty taking two gloved punches to the chops and Tkachuk taking a 
two-minute breather in the penalty box. 

For Doughty, this probably stung more than those earlier jabs. On a 
second-period rush, Calgary’s tenacious talent used the Kings’ 
workhorse defenceman as a screen, sizzling one past his shin pads and 
beating Petersen on the glove side. 

Last season, we talked a lot about how Tkachuk wasn’t doing enough for 
the Flames. This season, we’re maybe not talking enough about how 
much he is doing. 

The 23-year-old has contributed 11 goals — second on the team to 
Mangiapane — as part of what has been one of the NHL’s most 
productive lines. He’s quickly approaching the 16 markers that he 
managed in 56 outings last winter and is on pace to surpass his previous 
career high of 34. 

“It’s more than goals,” Sutter said. “It’s gotta be more than goals. If it was 
just goals and assists, then our team is not going to get better. He’s 
playing a more complete game and manages his game better. That’s the 
difference.” 

There’s a big difference in the standings, too. 

With Thursday’s result, the Flames improved to 14-4-5. They sit atop the 
Pacific Division with 33 points, even though this was their first victory of 
the season against one of their closest rivals. 

“I want to come in here and be a part of a winning team and a 
championship team and just play good hockey and give myself a chance 
to play in the playoffs again,” Tkachuk said, steering a question about his 
personal performance this season back to the end goal. “I think that’s 
what everybody in that locker-room wants.” 

LOVE FOR LEWIS 

The coach, every coach really, is constantly talking about the importance 
of consistency. 

So this is a heck of a compliment. 

While the hottest topic Thursday was Sutter’s return to Staples Center, 
the skipper wasn’t the only homecoming King. Former King, that is. 

Lewis skated in Los Angeles for a dozen consecutive seasons — and, 
like Sutter, has two Stanley Cup rings to show for it — and has now been 
reunited with his old boss as a fourth-line forward with the Flames. 

“Lewy, he’s the same player as he was 10 years ago,” Sutter praised. 
“He’s obviously probably not quite as fast, but he thinks the game so well 
and he manages the game so well. He’s still a really good player to me.” 

Kind words, especially from a guy who isn’t easily impressed. 

“When he came in, I learned a lot from him,” said Lewis of Sutter, his 
coach for six seasons in Los Angeles and one of the reasons he signed 
with the Flames this past summer as a free agent. “He just gave me a 
role and (asked) be consistent at it, and I’ve kind of taken it and ran with 
it. I try to prepare the same way for every game and do the same type of 
thing. So that’s good to hear, for sure.” 

While Sutter had been back to Staples Center on several occasions — 
albeit, never in a bench capacity — since his stint in SoCal, the 34-year-
old Lewis was a first-time visitor to his old stomping grounds. 

Both were treated to a nice video tribute — and a loud applause — 
during the first TV timeout. 

Lewis totalled 736 appearances with the Kings, including 62 playoff 
dates. He was never a prolific scorer, but he potted a pair in the Stanley 
Cup-clinching contest in 2012. He was also a seven-time recipient of the 
team’s unsung hero award. 
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“I want to be remembered as a winner,” Lewis said prior to this clash with 
his former club. “Every time I go on the ice, I try to work as hard as I can 
and give it everything I’ve got. I mean, I hope it’s a good ovation, for 
sure.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS   

While the Flames are headed just down the road for Friday’s tilt with the 
Anaheim Ducks at Honda Center (8 p.m. MT, Sportsnet One, Sportsnet 
960 The Fan), Juuso Valimaki will continue south on Interstate 5. He’s 
been assigned to the AHL’s Stockton Heat and will join the farm team in 
San Diego for a weekend set. With the emergence of Oliver Kylington 
and the acquisition of Nikita Zadorov, Valimaki has been mostly a spare 
part on the left side of the Flames’ blue-line this season. He has suited 
up for only eight games so far, and seven of those were in October. Still 
only 23, he could benefit from both a rust-reducer and confidence-
booster … Markstrom’s best of 40 saves Thursday was a gorgeous glove 
on Viktor Arvidsson in the late stages … Everyone knows that Sutter is a 
demanding boss and fierce competitor, but Lewis shared a side that you 
don’t glimpse on TV. “He can snap on you in a game and then you come 
out of the locker-room and he’s holding your kids or giving your wife a 
hug,” Lewis said. “He’s a family man, for sure, and I think he cares about 
everyone as individuals and not just as hockey players. I don’t think a lot 
of people get to see that” … If Mangiapane moved into a hotel in Calgary, 
maybe living out of his suitcase for good measure, he may win the 
Maurice ‘Rocket’ Richard Trophy. That’s now 15 goals in 14 road games 
for the Flames’ second-line buzzsaw. Edmonton Oilers star Leon 
Draisaitl is second in the NHL in this particular stat category, with a 
dozen dentings so far in his white jersey. 

OFF THE GLASS  

Sutter’s assessment of Thursday’s win? “I thought our power play was 
the difference in the game,” he said, pointing out that the second unit 
buried both. “I thought five-on-five, we had some guys that were not as 
effective as they should be” … The three gents on the Flames’ fourth line 
— Lucic on the left, Brad Richardson at centre and Lewis on the right — 
have combined for upwards of 2,600 regular-season loggings on the NHL 
stage. That’s a lot of service time at the top level. Asked if anyone has 
come up with a catchy nickname for that veteran trio, the 36-year-old 
Richardson dropped a doozy: “One of my buddies called us the Full 
Pension Line, which I thought was pretty funny,” Indeed, hilarious. 
Apparently, the credit for that humdinger goes to former Flames 
rearguard Shane O’Brien … Several months in advance, we can already 
tell you the Flames will be well-represented at the 2022 Memorial Cup. 
Defence prospect Yan Kuznetsov was reassigned Thursday to the 
QMJHL’s Saint John Sea Dogs, already assured a berth as hosts of the 
CHL’s end-of-season championship shindig. Kuznetsov, 19, played a 
dozen games this fall in Stockton and should be among the returnees on 
Russia’s world junior roster. He will join fellow Flames draftees Ryan 
Francis and Jeremie Poirier in Saint John. 

AND ONE MORE THING  

Robyn Regehr made his mark with both the Flames and the Kings. He 
was a hard-hitting fan favourite at the Saddledome and later helped raise 
a Stanley Cup banner at Staples Center. Going back to his stint in 
Calgary, which is once again home, Regehr and his wife Kristina have 
been supporters of the Impact Society’s Heroes Program — offered to 
Grade 7 students and designed to build their strengths, self-esteem and 
decision-making skills. In fact, Kristina has seen the benefit of the 
program first-hand as an instructor. As the holiday season approaches, 
Kristina has pledged to personally sponsor an entire class, and she’s 
hoping others will consider an assist. If you’re interested in donating, all 
the details are here 
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Import draftees Muranov, Astashevich giving Hitmen needed depth 

 

Todd Saelhof 

 

They refuse to rush the Russian. 

Same deal with the Belarusian. 

For all the right reasons, really. 

“Drop any of us in a foreign country and say, ‘Have at ’er’ with not a lot of 
language and see what happens,” said Calgary Hitmen head coach 
Steve Hamilton, when talking of his team’s 2021 CHL import draftees.   

“I couldn’t do it — I know I couldn’t,” continued Hamilton. “So give both of 
those young guys credit.” 

Right now, Hamilton & Co. are giving Maxim Muranov and Anton 
Astashevich plenty of time — time to get settled in Canada, time to get 
comfy in Calgary, and time to get their wits about them in the Western 
Hockey League. 

“Being a 17-year-old rookie in the Western Hockey League as a North 
American player is a lot,” said Hamilton, hinting at how it might affect the 
Europeans even more. “In all honesty, there is a language barrier there 
and there’s a cultural change. But I just like how our guys have brought 
them into the family. I think they’re going to flourish. Both of those guys 
are going to be really good players in our league with patience and 
understanding on our end. And I think our guys provide a tremendous 
environment in our dressing room for those guys to find their way.” 

It’s a winning one right now. 

Picking up from where they left off on the weekend, the Hitmen (10-9) 
found more high-octane Thursday night at Scotiabank Saddledome. They 
hammered the visiting Moose Jaw Warriors 7-1 to climb into sixth place 
in the WHL’s Eastern Conference standings, just two points back of the 
Warriors (10-11-1-1). The home side got two goals from Sean Tschigerl 
and singles from each of Tyson Galloway, Zac Funk, Cael Zimmerman 
and Brandon Whynott, while goaltender Brayden Peters came within half 
a period of registering his second shutout in three games. 

It followed 7-0 and 10-3 blasts of the Saskatoon Blades and the Regina 
Pats respectively last Saturday and Sunday, with Muranov — who had a 
breakaway late Thursday but couldn’t convert — sniping his first three 
goals of his WHL career in those weekend wins. 

“For Max to get a couple lately and start to relax is huge,” Hamilton said. 
“I think Anton is probably right there, too, on the cusp of getting himself 
going offensively.” 

Left-winger Muranov made his way from native Moscow to the Hitmen 
after they selected him with their first-round pick — 35th overall — in late 
June. With Moscow Dynamo’s under-17 last year, he tallied 13 points in 
10 regular-season games and three more in five playoff games. 

One round later, the Hitmen plucked right-winger Astashevich with the 
92nd overall choice in the 2021 CHL Import Draft. The talent from Minsk, 
Belarus, had 44 points in 46 games for the U17 national squad during the 
2019-20 campaign and then scored 10 in 36 with the U18 side. 

“I expect them to grow with our program,” said Hamilton. “I like their skill. 
Both of them have very subtle competitive streaks in them where they’re 
able to get in and cause a little bit of chaos. 

“And I like what it does for our depth. Oliver Tulk’s been a good centre for 
them. They seem to be find a way to just kind of build that chemistry. And 
I like that we’re a line deeper than we were before their arrival.” 

So do their teammates. 

“I think they bring a different kind of element — I think they bring a lot 
more depth to our team than we had before they got here,” added Hitmen 
veteran Riley Fiddler-Schultz, who had four assists in Thursday’s victory.   
“As a team, we’ve been really happy with how they’ve progressed, and 
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they’re looking more like they’re getting a lot more confident and starting 
to try some more stuff in games. 

“We’re looking forward to see how far they can progress.” 

Next up for the Hitmen is Saturday’s much-anticipated Teddy Bear Toss 
tilt against the rival Lethbridge Hurricanes at the Dome (2 p.m.). 
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‘I got that feeling again’: Flames’ Sutter recalls key moment in return to 
coaching 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

LOS ANGELES — This next stop is significant, too. 

Thursday’s big storyline was Darryl Sutter’s return to Staples Center, and 
understandably so. During his stint as skipper in Los Angeles, Sutter led 
the Kings to a pair of Stanley Cup parades. Now the head coach of the 
Calgary Flames, this was his first trip back on the rival bench. 

On Friday, the Flames continue a four-game road-trip at Honda Center in 
Anaheim. 

It was there, just less than a year ago, that something changed for Sutter. 
He was sort of semi-retired from the coaching business, working as an 
adviser to the Ducks’ staff but also spending a big chunk of his time back 
home on the farm in Viking, Alta. 

Prior to Thursday’s showdown at Staples Center, a reporter mentioned to 
the 63-year-old that it seems like his passion for the game and for the gig 
has never faded. 

For a while, Sutter revealed, it did. 

“First off, being a head coach, you put so much into it,” Sutter said. “To 
me, it’s not two or three hours a day that you put into it. You push your 
family out. You push everything out. It’s hockey, that’s it. So it’s not the 
passion you lose. It takes something away from you, right? And you want 
to that back, the rest of your life back to you. But when I had the 
opportunity to come back to Calgary … ” 

He rewinds to several weeks before the Flames called, renewing 
conversations about a reunion. 

“I went to training camp in Anaheim with the team last year, in January, 
and it’s a good feeling but it’s also one that’s like, ‘OK, I got that feeling 
again,’ ” Sutter said. “It was one that you said, ‘OK, I’m going to leave 
that over there.’ But I started feeling that in training camp last year. I was 
like, ‘Oh jeez, I can’t watch this. I’ve gotta be coaching.’ 

“That’s what it is, right? It’s a part of you. Not everybody can say that or 
do that. The only reason you can rekindle or repeat that is to win.” 

Sutter is a proven winner. The evidence is hanging from the rafters at 
Staples Center — a Stanley Cup banner from 2012, another from 2014. 

“I hadn’t coached for a couple years when I came here, but what drove 
me is I’d lost in the finals,” Sutter said after Thursday’s optional morning 
skate in Los Angeles. “It’s not about a job or a career. There are a lot of 
coaches that it is just a job or a career. That’s never been my part of 
hockey. I was lucky when I played to go to conference finals and to go to 
Calder Cup finals, and you want the next part. You always want the next 
part. And then as a young coach, to win the Turner Cup in the minors … 

“So it’s always there with you. And then you get to the NHL and you lose 
in the finals — I lost with Chicago in four straight in the finals (in 1992) 
and then I lost with Calgary in Game 7 in the finals (in 2004). You just 

want to take the next one. If you ever say you lose your edge or your 
desire, it’s during the regular season that you lose it, because it’s a grind. 

“So you just have to stay focused on what you want in the end.” 

Staples Center always brings back special memories for Sutter. 
Goosebumps-sorta stuff. 

Both Stanley Cup titles were clinched on the Kings’ home ice. Both 
nights, after that final buzzer, he was sporting a smile as bright as West 
Hollywood’s famed Sunset Strip. 

Now in his 27 th season on an NHL bench, Sutter is shooting to complete 
the championship hat-trick in Cowtown. After being hired for a second 
stint with the Flames, he talked about “unfinished business,” a reference 
to that near-miss in 2004. 

“There’s probably not many ever that have won more than one — 
players, coaches. There’s not many, especially as a head coach,” Sutter 
said Thursday. “It’s like a whole different level, to me. That’s what it is. 
It’s like all that matters to me. You’re trying to translate that to the players 
that to get to that level, what it takes, and the difference it makes in their 
career and in their lives.” 

Sutter has, no doubt, made a difference with this current cast of Flames. 

They arrived in Los Angeles with a 13-4-5 mark. That’s four regulation 
losses in a span of nearly seven weeks. 

They’ve been hanging around near the top of the Pacific Division 
standings. 

They have established a reputation as being all kinds of not fun to play 
against, and their demanding coach deserves a pile of credit for that. 
That has, after all, been a hallmark of his teams. 

As fourth-line centre Brad Richardson, a Stanley Cup champ with the 
Kings in 2012, summed up when asked about Sutter’s impact: “I just 
think you have no choice but to be at your best.” 

This remains a work-in-progress — the boss will stress that part — but 
the Flames are trending in the right direction. That feeling that struck 
Sutter last January at Honda Center, that itch to be a full-time, all-in 
coach again, it’s ultimately been big-time beneficial to this Calgary-based 
crew. 

Listing off a handful of core pieces, Sutter talked Thursday about how the 
returnees now have a better understanding of “how they can play to be 
successful.” 

“And you’re seeing that,” he said. “Look at how far Johnny (Gaudreau) 
and Matthew (Tkachuk) and Lindy (Elias Lindholm) and Noah (Hanifin) 
and Rasmus (Andersson) … Those guys have come a long ways in their 
game and feeling good about their game. And good for them, because 
then it shows up in individual stats, too. As long as that ‘W’ is just as 
important as a goal, then they’ve made strides.” 
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Game Night: Flames start four-game road trip in L.A. 

 

Kristen Anderson 

 

GAME INFO 

CALGARY FLAMES 13-4-5 

at. LOS ANGELES KINGS 9-8-4 
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Tonight, 8:30 p.m. MT, Staples Center, TV: Sportsnet West RADIO: 
Sportsnet 960 The Fan 

WHY WATCH? 

MANG IS BACK ON THE ROAD 

Andrew Mangiapane has been held off the scoresheet for the past three 
games. And while that hardly classifies him as being in a slump, the 25-
year-old has definitely cooled off from the frenetic pace at which he was 
scoring to start the season. With 15 goals and two assists this season, 
Mangiapane was red-hot on his last two road trips. In fact, 14 of his 15 
goals have come away from Scotiabank Saddledome. And guess what? 
The Flames are back on the road now for a four-game road trip through 
the Pacific Division. Can he get back to his prolific ways and snap his 
point-less streak? 

POINTS LEADERS 

FLAMES 

Johnny Gaudreau 22 9 16 25 +14 

Elias Lindholm 22 9 14 23 +18 

Matthew Tkachuk 22 10 9 19 +11 

KINGS 

Anze Kopitar 21 8 15 23 -6 

Alex Iafallo 21 8 7 15 1 

Adrian Kempe 21 8 5 13 -6 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

FLAMES: PP — 24.6% (7th) PK — 87.0% (6th) 

KINGS: PP — 18.3% (T16th) PK — 76.5% (26th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. The Kings are coming off a 5-4 shootout loss to the Anaheim Ducks, 
one which saw L.A. down three goals at one point in the third period only 
to claw back and knot the game 4-4 to force overtime. Close, but no cigar 
for the up and down Kings. “You got to find a way to get past close, and 
that’s where we are right now,” Los Angeles coach Todd McLellan said 
after the game. 

2. Drew Doughty returned to the lineup after missing 16 games because 
of a knee contusion and played a game-high 27:55. He was injured on a 
knee-on-knee collision with defenceman Jani Hakanpaa in a game 
against the Dallas Stars on Oct. 22. Doughty was initially supposed to 
miss eight weeks, but skated in his first practice ahead of schedule on 
Nov. 19. The toothless, straight-shooter has logged five games this 
season and has a goal and seven assists during that span. 

3. An odd chain of events for Christian Wolanin, who was put on waivers 
Oct. 15 by the Kings but then was claimed by the Buffalo Sabres. The 
Sabres put the 26-year-old defenceman on waivers Wednesday … and 
the Kings claimed him back … Thursday is the first of three meetings 
between the Kings and Flames, the other two games happening late in 
the season when the Kings visit the Flames on March 31 and the Flames 
head back to L.A. on April 4. 

— Kristen Anderson 
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BRINGING THE HEAT: Wolf forces himself into Flames goalie puzzle 

 

Kristen Anderson 

 

The transition from junior hockey to professional is more complex for a 
20-something than one might think. 

Paying bills, cooking meals, doing laundry — it’s all part of the process 
away from the arena, along with filling their days when they’re not 
training, practising, or playing games. 

So, in short, Dustin Wolf was bored. 

Golf? 

“We golf a bit, being in California,” said the Calgary Flames goaltending 
prospect with a chuckle. 

Video games? 

“I haven’t even touched a video game in four or five months, I’d say,” 
Wolf said. “Crazy to say that because it’s easy to spend a lot of time on 
there.” 

You know what they say about idle hands, and Wolf and his fellow 
Stockton Heat netminder Adam Werner found one pastime that keeps 
their minds and hands busy when they’re not at the rink. 

“I’ve been a big puzzle person my whole life, and we’ve been cranking 
those out,” he said. “So that occupies a good amount of time. But once 
you finish them, you have to find another. We get to hang out, too, so 
that’s nice.” 

And he doesn’t care who knows about it. 

“Since I was a little kid, I always did them with my mom and dad,” Wolf 
said when asked if he was worried about being chirped by his teammates 
if they found out about his hobby. “He brought it up, and bought a seven 
pack. I was like, ‘Well, man, I’ve got two sitting at my house, we better 
get going.’ So, we’ve been just cranking them out. We’ve been doing 
ones at his place that are between 500 and 1,000 (pieces). They’re more 
landscapes.” 

While the Stockton Heat saw Wednesday’s game against Bakersfield 
postponed, they had returned to Stockton for a four-game homestand. 
Which meant Wolf could return to work on a big, 2,000-piece doozy that’s 
only one-quarter of the way finished and has been sitting on his dining-
room table for weeks. 

“It’s turning into a real pain — I’m not motivated to look at that one, to be 
honest,” he said. “It’s making me pretty angry. All the pieces are starting 
to look the same. But it’ll get done at some point.” 

Wolf is, however, certainly motivated when it comes to the on-ice portion 
of his rookie campaign in the American Hockey League after graduating 
from the Western Hockey League. 

He always has been, really, since the Flames took him 214th overall in 
the 2019 NHL draft, a true underdog story, as he has been fighting 
under-sized goalie stereotypes his entire career. Born in Gilroy, Calif., 
and raised in Tustin — a suburb of Anaheim — Wolf finished a 
spectacular junior career with the Everett Silvertips in the springtime, 
being named the top goalie in the CHL for the second consecutive year. 
He dominated the WHL and won a gold medal at the world juniors, 
serving as Spencer Knight’s backup. He appeared in three games for the 
Heat last season, but this year is his first official foray into the pro game. 

And, early on, he appears to be settling in quite nicely. 

Yet to lose in regulation, Wolf, 7-0-2, was sitting sixth in the AHL heading 
into Thursday’s action with a 2.19 goals-against average and second in 
the AHL with a .932 save percentage. 

“Your purpose is to go out there and stop every puck that comes your 
way,” Wolf said, brushing off any hint of praise for his early successes. 
“Obviously there’s going to be goals that go in, and those are the ones 
you have to look at as a learning opportunity. I’m just trying to play as 
many games as I can. We’ve got a real good group down here and a real 
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good team down here. So, my job hasn’t been too hard to this point — I 
think it’s been a real good start. I’m just trying to adjust to the new 
lifestyle of pro hockey so far so I’m trying to keep that up.” 

Every situation is different, and every prospect develops at a different 
rate but the progression and maturation for goaltenders from the AHL 
can take time, perhaps moreso than any other position. 

That’s not a bad thing; especially not as far as the Flames’ goalie puzzle 
is set up at the moment. It’s fairly set in stone at the moment at the NHL 
level with starter Jacob Markstrom putting up “junior numbers,” according 
to Wolf, and the back-up position being currently filled by Dan Vladar. 

Wolf needs to play, everyone can see that, and a few years of seasoning 
in the AHL can only be a positive in his development. And it’s not 
necessarily good for a goalie’s long-term development to be rushed into 
the NHL if they’re not ready. There’s always a chance he could get the 
call, sure, if someone gets injured at the NHL level. It happened to his 
former teammate Carter Hart, now with the Philadelphia Flyers. 

But it’s not like a forward or defence; there are literally only two 
goaltending spots in the dressing room at any given time. 

The 20-year-old is smart — and understands the process. 

“The end goal, obviously, is to get to the NHL as soon as possible,” he 
said. “I came into it with Carter Hart for one year (with the Silvertips) and 
that’s pretty much what happened to him. He came up, played his first 
game, and ended up being the guy. Every team in the league is different 
— some have a lot of goalies in their depth chart. Others have not as 
many. So, I think right now, it’s about focusing on what I’m doing down 
here and giving the team a chance to win every day. If I’m doing that and 
finding success, and being a good teammate overall, at some point I’ll 
get that opportunity. So, it’s just a patience, and waiting game, and just 
learning and getting better each and every day while I’m down here.” 

So he waits. Works on his craft. 

And does puzzles. 

“It’s the same goes with junior from my first year to my last year, 
continuing to learn different aspects of how the league operates,” Wolf 
said. “And what certain players do. Now you’re at an even bigger stage in 
terms of guys that have either played in the NHL or played numerous 
amount of games in the AHL. They’re all pretty familiar with each other. 
Everybody’s super skilled and they’re all really good at putting the puck in 
the net. While it sucks to lose a couple of games in OT here and there, 
it’s a blessing in disguise because you’re finding out ways to improve 
your game.” 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

Friday — Heat vs. San Diego Gulls 

Tuesday — Heat vs. San Jose 

Dec. 10 — Heat @ Tucson Roadrunners 

Dec. 11 — Heat @ Tucson Roadrunners 

WHO’S HOT? 

Although he had his seven-game point streak snapped Saturday against 
the Colorado Eagles, Jakob Pelletier is sitting tied for fourth in AHL 
scoring with 17 points, seven goals and 10 assists in 15 appearances. 
That’s a 1.13-point-per-game clip, but that’s what happens when you put 
the puck on the net, which he’s done 41 times. Only four players have 
more shots than Pelletier in the AHL this season. 

FAST FACT 

The Heat finished with a 7-2-1-0 record in the month of November, not 
too shabby for the best team in the Pacific Division that was a point 
ahead of the Ontario Reign (11-4-0-1) heading into Thursday’s action. 
Stockton had established an 11-2-2-0 record. Thanks to goaltenders 
Dustin Wolf and Adam Werner, along with the stingy system adopted 

from their parent club, they were also leading the Division with 38 goals 
against — the second lowest in the entire AHL behind the Utica Comets 
(30). 
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After five decades on Canadian airwaves, Brian Williams quietly exits the 
stage 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Dec 2, 2021  

 

It was 2:30 p.m. in Toronto when Brian Williams hopped on the phone 
call, which meant it was 1:30 in Winnipeg, 12:30 in Edmonton and still 
only 11:30 a.m. in Victoria. It was also time for one of Canada’s most 
distinguished sportscasters to discuss his retirement. 

With his unique delivery, familiar cadence and religious adherence to 
letting viewers know what time it was wherever they were watching, 
Williams became the soundtrack for Canadian sports television. For five 
decades, he gave voice to hockey, figure skating, horse racing, the 
Olympics and many more in between. 

And now, he is quietly stepping away. 

“I’m 75,” he said on Wednesday. “Fifty years, to me, was always a time to 
aim for. And when it became possible, I thought, ‘you know what? Now is 
a good time just to be able to step back and enjoy life with the 
grandchildren, the family.’ 

“It’s the right time for me.” 

Williams is scheduled to make a cameo appearance on TSN during the 
network’s pregame coverage of the Grey Cup next Sunday. It is expected 
he will share a segment with host James Duthie, talking about his career 
and some of his favourite Grey Cup memories. 

Those memories remain razor-sharp. Williams rhymed off a list of career 
highlights, from the stadiums where they took place to the stars who 
shone, to the final scores. (His favourite Grey Cup, for example, was in 
1989, at SkyDome — now Rogers Centre — with Kent Austin named 
MVP, Dave Ridgway kicking the winning field goal and the final score 
standing at 43-40 for the Prairie team.) 

“I’m just very fortunate,” he said, “to have been to a lot of places and 
have these great memories.” 

Williams was born in Winnipeg, but raised on the move. His father, Dr. 
Kenneth Williams, began as a general practitioner, but moved into 
administration. He was in Edmonton, Hamilton, Detroit and, for a while, at 
Yale University, in New Haven, Conn. 

It was there, within driving distance of Manhattan, that Williams first 
remembered falling in love with his future craft. He could listen to 
broadcasts of the Yankees, and some of the most fabled names in the 
sport, and see them live on local television. 

That followed him back to Canada, where he landed a job at CHUM in 
September 1970, that saw him assigned to news stories. One day, he 
remembered a warning from his boss: “You’re covering city hall today, 
and I’m going to tell you something — If you come back with another g-d 
sports angle, I’m going to kill you.” 

Williams said his boss laughed: “He said, ‘Williams is the only guy I send 
out to cover a news story and finds a sports angle.’” 

When he moved to the CBC, the offices were only a few blocks from 
Maple Leaf Gardens. He covered the Leafs when Harold Ballard roamed 
the halls as owner, having already been convicted on 47 counts of theft 
and fraud. 
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In 1982, Leafs forward Rick Vaive scored four goals in a home win over 
the Blackhawks, an offensive outburst that included his 49th goal of the 
year. No Toronto player had ever scored that many goals in a season, 
and the local television stations were scrambling for highlights. 

According to a Globe and Mail report, the game had not been carried on 
television, and Ballard banned all local crews from filming it. He later 
gave them an option: They could film the highlight that the team had 
recorded — but only off a television screen in the Toronto office. 

One local news team recorded. Williams declined, telling the Globe the 
video quality was sub-standard. 

Television critics of the era would sometimes seize on the way Williams 
presented the news. A column in the Globe described him as “anxious 
sportscaster Brian Williams,” and others echoed versions of that 
sentiment. 

“As you mature into a role, I think you settle into it,” he said. “I think 
people realized how much I was enjoying it.” 

In the final tally of his career, Williams ended up covering 14 Olympic 
Games. In 2011, he was made an Officer of the Order of Canada, 
awarded by the Governor General to “people who make extraordinary 
contributions to the nation.” 

Generations of Canadians — along with some Americans — watched the 
Olympics with Williams as their guide. The Globe asked Williams about 
the CBC’s coverage for a profile in 1994. 

“We can go head-to-head with CBS in Albertville, head-to-head with NBC 
in Seoul, and beat them (in the ratings), in Detroit or Cincinnati or Seattle 
or Buffalo,” he told the paper. “The American networks have never given 
the American public the credit for having any intelligence. They will fawn 
over some American finishing 20th, at the expense of the winner from 
Great Britain.” 

Williams left the CBC in 2006 after the public broadcaster lost the rights 
to the Games, moving to CTV, which had secured rights to what would 
be the crown jewel of a Canadian sports broadcasting career: The 2010 
Winter Games in Vancouver. (He also had a 35-year run with Don Cherry 
as co-host of a syndicated short-form radio program, “Grapeline,” which 
ended two years ago.) 

Williams loved working at the Olympics. One of the aspects he said he 
enjoyed most was how a Games can draw casual sports fans to the 
television and envelope them with the narratives of the athletes filling the 
screen. Canadians generally don’t venture to a bar to watch skeleton on 
a Saturday night, he said: “But they sure went crazy when Jon 
Montgomery won the skeleton up at Whistler and carried that beer 
through the crowd.” 

He keeps some mementos from his career in the office at his home. 
Williams said he has a photo with members of the Royal family from the 
2012 London Olympics. He has a photo with the late Howard Cosell, with 
Cosell holding a copy of Sports Illustrated – with Cosell on the cover. 

Williams had seen his role at TSN scale back over the last several years. 
The CBC holds rights to the Olympics, and rights to other sports have 
shifted. 

In a retirement that began during a pandemic, Williams said he has spent 
more time reading. He said he is not handy, so he does not have any 
renovation projects on his schedule, but he does enjoy gardening and 
tinkering around outside. 

He has also spent more time golfing. 

“They say the more you play, the better you get,” he said. “I’m not sure 
that’s true. But I do enjoy it.” 

Williams and his wife, Geraldine, also have three children and five 
grandchildren. 

“Certainly,” he said with a chuckle, “I’m not just sitting around.” 
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The Athletic / NHL awards WATCH: Alex Ovechkin’s renaissance season 
has him in the Hart Trophy conversation 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Dec 2, 2021  

  

Throughout the season, I’ll be breaking down the numbers behind the 
race for each major player award: the Hart, the Norris, the Calder, the 
Selke, the Vezina, the Art Ross and the Rocket Richard. Numbers of 
course aren’t everything, but they add much needed context to the 
awards race and can help shine a light on players deserving of more 
recognition while adding caveats to other players that may have some 
warts. This post will present the top 10 for each category based on a set 
criteria of guidelines. 

It’s here! Awards Watch is back, the monthly article where we take stock 
of all the trophy races around the league. The NHL is an ever-changing 
landscape where players can get hot or cold at a moment’s notice which 
is why keeping tabs on the front-runners throughout the year is important. 
Sometimes it’s boring, like Connor McDavid running away with the Hart 
Trophy last season. But other times, a player takes over with a strong 
finish, like Adam Fox usurping Victor Hedman for the Norris Trophy last 
season.  

This is the first edition of the Awards Watch this season so it’s the most 
likely one to see changes going forward. It might also be the most fun 
one as some unsuspecting players surge to the top of various 
leaderboards with hot starts before the usual suspects catch up. It’s a 
time to give different players their due, imagining a world where maybe 
they can actually keep this play up to win a major award. 

We’re a quarter way through the season and while that’s still not a lot to 
go on, it’s enough to have a rough idea going forward. Based on my 
interpretation of their numbers to date, here is how the awards race 
currently shakes out. 

Data as of December 1 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team.  

Criteria: Skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added 

Note: For this edition of awards watch, goaltenders were omitted due to 
their value being difficult to scale to skaters this early in the season. 

Okay, okay, okay. I know what you’re thinking already looking at the 
graphic above. I’m going to need you to remain calm. I’m looking at you, 
Edmonton. There is a very simple explanation for why neither Leon 
Draisaitl or Connor McDavid are not first on the list and it’s not because I 
don’t like them or the Oilers — I’m a big fan of both players. The reason 
is merely games played: Draisaitl has two fewer than the guy at the top 
and is currently playing at a 6.4-win pace. That’s the best mark in the 
league. McDavid has other reasons, but we’ll get to that. 

If we were to vote today, Draisaitl is probably the guy at the top of the 
ballot because he’s been arguably the best player, though things are 
obviously close with his more famous teammate taking a lot of the 
spotlight. Draisaitl is on a 78-goal, 160-point pace, which is so utterly 
ridiculous that we can gloss over the 49 percent expected goals rate he 
currently has. That he has an actual goals percentage of 64 percent is 
another reason. Those two numbers should converge (Draisaitl has been 
fortunate to see some great goaltending behind him), but his all-world 
offence should make sure that his goal rate is well above expected. 
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Draisaitl is not the runaway leader though. On top of the McDavid factor, 
there’s also Alex Ovechkin who has decided to have not just a 
renaissance season, but one of the best starts to his career, period. At 36 
years old, that’s simply unheard of. 

Ovechkin is on a torrid 68-goal, 132-point pace of his own and though 
there is a lot of good luck involved with that right now (his on-ice shooting 
percentage is a staggering 18 percent), he still deserves credit for the 
accomplishment so far. His underlying numbers are decent by his 
standards and is in a similar boat to Draisaitl: modest expected goals rate 
(51 percent) with an unsustainable goals rate (72 percent). That 
difference won’t last, but it’s been an absolute treat to witness for now. 

What aids Ovechkin’s case further is what’s happening around him and 
that’s where some shine also comes off Draisaitl. The Capitals have 
been ravaged with injuries to start the season and Ovechkin has literally 
had to carry the team to its current standing, a sparkling 14-4-5 record 
that looks legit. The team has the second-best goal differential in the 
league at plus-25 and Ovechkin has been a major catalyst to that. He, of 
course, has teammate Evgeny Kuznetsov, but no Nicklas Backstrom, TJ 
Oshie or Anthony Mantha for much of the season start should’ve had the 
Capitals reeling. Ovechkin made sure that wasn’t the case and for those 
that live on narrative street that has value. 

Then you compare that to Draisaitl, who has spent 43 percent of his five-
on-five minutes with McDavid and nearly 100 percent of power play time 
together, and you can see the case for Ovechkin. That Draisaitl has a 42 
percent expected goals rate when not playing with McDavid compared to 
56 percent together (McDavid is at 56 percent away from Draisaitl) is not 
very becoming either. I still think it’s Draisaitl’s to lose at the moment, but 
it’s closer than the gap in point pace suggests. 

McDavid lags just a little behind those two for now, but the gap was even 
wider before last night’s games. I have no doubt he’ll continue to close it 
as the season progresses and eventually overtake it, but for now he’s in 
third by these numbers. The main reason for that, as is usually the case 
with McDavid, is his defence. McDavid made serious strides last season 
dropping to 2.41 expected goals against per 60, but he’s back up above 
three for the time being. That discounts his value a little bit. Not enough 
to take him off the list, obviously, it’s a product of the breakneck pace he 
plays at, but it’s notable for now. 

It likely won’t matter at all once his five-on-five scoring regresses up. 
That’s right, the guy on pace for over 150 points is actually a bit unlucky 
right now and that drives his value down just a bit relative to Draisaitl and 
Ovechkin who are just the opposite. Right now, McDavid’s on-ice 
shooting percentage is just 9.8 percent, but he’s been above 10 percent 
almost every year of his career and closer to 11 percent over the last 
three. An 11 percent on-ice shooting percentage would mean three more 
goals he’d be on the ice for where he’s be likely to earn a point on at 
least two of those, maybe three. That would bump up his value slightly to 
put three front-runners in a relatively close tie in terms of GSVA per 82 
games. 

It would be a very difficult vote and until Wednesday night it might’ve 
been Draisaitl’s to lose which points to how fickle an awards watch can 
be this early in the season. But McDavid is inevitable and that makes it 
harder to go with anyone else on Edmonton. He’s The Guy. While 
Draisaitl had the scoring lead by a decent margin, it was still obvious who 
was really driving the bus. That’s probably even clearer now, and the 
Ovechkin of it all makes it even tougher. Good thing there’s still 60 
games to go to sort this mess out, but while it’s tight now I’m sure 
McDavid will change that as the season progresses. 

Those are the main three contenders right now, but Johnny Gaudreau is 
worthy of some love as well. He’s back, baby, playing just like he did the 
last time he was a Hart Trophy candidate. He finished fourth in 2018-19 
scoring 99 points with a GSVA of 4.1. This year he’s on pace for 93 
points, but a significantly higher GSVA of 5.3 wins per 82 thanks to 
dominant numbers at five-on-five: a 62 percent expected goals rate while 
out-scoring opponents 20-2. The special play at five-on-five is why both 
his linemates, Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk also make the list. 

The big change for Gaudreau is he’s back to being a phenom in 
transition and that’s helped him recapture his game in a big way. The 
Flames are probably more than thankful for Johnny being Johnny and it’s 
a lesson to stop trying to turn skilled players into something they’re not 
(something the Flames weirdly tried to do in the two years prior). 

Rounding out the list are the two current Norris Trophy front-runners, last 
year’s runner-up who needed a hat trick on Wednesday night to crack the 
list and the most surprising name: Timo Meier. The Sharks are relevant 
again this year and he’s a big part of it. He lost his way after a breakout 
season in 2018-19, but is making up for lost time with an electric start. 
Meier has 11 goals and 11 assists in just 17 games which would put him 
on pace for a 53-goal, 106-point season while also leading the Sharks 
with a monstrous 61 percent expected goals rate. The next best Shark 
forward is at 54 percent. Meier’s impact has been massive. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. 

Criteria: Defensemen that play top-pairing minutes with above average 
usage ranked by Game Score Value Added. 

During last year’s awards season this space might as well have been 
called Adam Fox Watch and I do believe it ended up playing a heavy role 
in the sophomore winning the award. His numbers were simply better 
than Victor Hedman’s. Ultimately, I didn’t even vote for Fox as a final 
awards watch would’ve shown he had slipped a bit down the stretch and 
that Cale Makar’s impressive per-game numbers were enough to tilt the 
scales. For me anyways, Fox was still a deserving winner regardless. 
These races aren’t black-and-white and there’s so many different ways to 
interpret both what you watch and the stats on the page afterwards. 
That’s an important caveat to remember with these write-ups. 

Fox has a very good chance at going back-to-back here as he’s picked 
up right where he’s left off with 22 points in 21 games (though 12 of those 
are secondary assists) and solid five-on-five numbers in very tough 
minutes. He again leads the Rangers with a 54 percent expected goals 
rate and 65 percent actual goals rate which is made all the more 
impressive by no other Rangers Defenceman (besides his partner Ryan 
Lindgren) being about 49 percent expected goals. The team goes where 
Fox takes them. 

He’s not the leader here for now (though he is on a per game basis) as 
that honour nudges slightly towards Aaron Ekblad who is delivering on 
the promise of being a first overall pick in a major way. His last few 
seasons have been strong, but this one, in particular, has been excellent. 
He’s been a monster, scoring at a 75-point pace while delivering a 56 
percent expected goals rate and 70 percent of the actual goals. 
Defensively, Ekblad has been just average analytically, but he’s been a 
crucial catalyst for Florida’s vaunted offence. His puck-moving ability is a 
vital asset to the club and that contributes to the team’s 3.07 expected 
goals per 60 with him on the ice. That’s one of the best marks in the 
league. His partner MacKenzie Weegar also makes the top 10, but 
Ekblad’s offence definitely gives him the edge there. 

Hedman rounds out the top three with numbers that finally fit his 
reputation. Hedman played the final month of the season injured last year 
which derailed his Norris campaign, but even before that his five-on-five 
numbers looked a bit suspect. That’s not the case this year as he leads 
all Tampa Bay defenders with a 56 percent expected goals rate, nearly 
two percentage points higher than the next best. He’s the main guy 
driving offence on that blue line and with all the team’s injuries that’s 
become a necessity. Hedman has 19 points in 21 games off the strength 
of 11 primary assists which leads all defencemen. 

That’s the top three, for now, a solid one at that, but there’s a lot of 
healthy competition in the running on top of that. Charlie McAvoy remains 
a defensive beast, arguably the league’s best and is allowing just 1.73 
expected goals against per 60 this season. That’s the fourth-best in the 
league behind three guys who don’t play minutes nearly as tough as 
McAvoy’s. With 14 points in 19 games, McAvoy may finally have the 
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offence to get voters to notice how special he is. Miro Heiskanen is in a 
similar boat, though his underlying numbers aren’t nearly as strong. 
Roman Josi has returned after winning in 2019-20 and taking a year off 
in 2020-21. The league’s best puck-mover is scoring in bunches and is 
driving Nashville’s goal rate to a high degree, but his expected numbers 
aren’t too strong. John Carlson, his Norris rival that season, also has a 
case, though he may not even be the best option on his own team. 
Dmitry Orlov was omitted due to his usage not meeting the appropriate 
criteria, but he’s been excellent. Rasmus Andersson is a nice surprise 
and continues the Calgary quota that each award needs to have. 

Erik Karlsson (David Berding / USA TODAY) 

That leaves the one surprise, Erik Karlsson, who is turning in a vintage 
season for the resurgent Sharks. Karlsson leads the Sharks defence with 
a 57 percent expected goals rate, a 67 percent actual goals rate and 12 
points in 16 games. That’s a 62-point pace and he has a solid plus-five 
penalty differential on top of that. On a per-game basis, only Fox has 
shown more value than Karlsson who is on pace for five wins per 82 
games. A healthy Karlsson looks like the Karlsson of old and it’s no 
wonder the Sharks look as good as they do this season. Imagine a 
Karlsson Norris coupled with an Ovechkin Hart — what year is this 
anyway? 

Selke Trophy 

Given to the forward who best excels in the defensive aspects of the 
game. 

Criteria: Forwards who play over 16 minutes per game, receive 15 
percent of their team’s shorthanded minutes and faces above average 
forward competition, ranked by defensive rating which is their ability to 
suppress expected and actual goals. 

This is always the toughest one to gauge and it doesn’t help that different 
people have different definitions. I always go by the book which is 
defensive value — so what any of these players do on offence holds little 
merit to me. It’s just defence, and in this case, I try to blend a player’s 
chances allowed (expected goals against) with what actually happened 
(actual goals against). The latter is heavily influenced by goaltending, but 
it’s not nothing. It assumes that what we have for expected goals is 
perfect. It’s not, and blending the two with a weighted shots approach is 
generally what I prefer, as long as expected goals hold more precedent. 

With all the criteria out of the way, the three men at the top should not be 
a surprise in the slightest: two past Selke Trophy winners and frequent 
nominees, plus the guy centering the league’s current best line. That 
tracks surprisingly well given how early it is, but obviously the wacky 
results come a little later than that. 

As mentioned with Gaudreau’s Hart candidacy, the top line has been 
incredible at five-on-five and while it’s impossible to give credit to just one 
person, they, unfortunately, can’t share the award. Calgary’s leader in 
expected goals against per 60 is actually Matthew Tkachuk at 1.73 with 
Elias Lindholm not far behind at 1.82. So why Lindholm and not 
Tkachuk? Penalty-killing time, that’s it. Lindholm is the team’s most oft-
used penalty-killer and that means something. It means even more when 
the head coach is Darryl Sutter. Tkachuk has played less than a minute 
all season while Lindholm averages 2.4 per game. Perhaps that shouldn’t 
disqualify Tkachuk, but it probably makes more sense to back the horse 
the coach actually trusts in such a defensive role — especially when the 
five-on-five numbers are similar enough. That Mikael Backlund shows up 
later in the list is also interesting, especially given his line generally takes 
on slightly tougher matchups. That could point to a systemic goal that 
perhaps boosts Lindholm a bit too much. But, in any sense, he should be 
rewarded for executing such a defensive system as strongly as he has 
been this season. 

For a safer choice, voters would not be wrong to shrug their shoulders 
and say “so, Patrice Bergeron again?” This early, goal data is pretty 
unreliable, so it’s worth noting that if that was ignored it would be 
Bergeron’s handsome face on the graphic above, not Lindholm’s. He 
leads all qualified forwards in expected goals against impact on the back 

of allowing just 1.46 expected goals against per 60. That leads the 
league and if we’re voting today, he’s the guy. I’m not going to blame him 
because he plays in front of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman rather 
than Jacob Markstrom and his 700 shutouts. For offence, I’ll give more 
benefit of the doubt to goals for data — but on defence that’s very hard 
over just 20 games. It can help be a tie-breaker when it’s close over a full 
season, but not now. That it’s Bergeron only makes that decision easier. 

Ryan O’Reilly is in a similar boat though not to the same degree. His 
goals against impact is a little stronger than Bergeron’s, but his expected 
goals against impact isn’t. He’s currently 19th among forwards with 1.88 
expected goals against per 60, but what makes that impressive is the 
team he’s doing it on. Relative to teammates, the Blues allow 0.55 fewer 
expected goals against per 60 with O’Reilly on the ice. That’s fifth in the 
league and second amongst forwards that fit our criteria. The only one 
better is Jean-Gabriel Pageau at 0.74 expected goals suppressed which 
has led to 1.81 expected goals against allowed per 60. He’s one of the 
few Islanders who remembered their identity was defence this season. 
Anthony Cirelli is back in the running as well and is filling in nicely in the 
absence of Yanni Gourde who stole his job as shutdown center last 
season. Cirelli was a hipster Selke pick back in 2019-20 and his 
defensive numbers look just as good this season. Last season was 
obviously just a blip. 

That leaves a few other names, most of them a little off the beaten path. 
Brad Marchand shows up because he’s decent defensively in his own 
right and gets to play with Bergeron. Pavel Buchnevich may be a 
confusing name, but his placement looks influenced by a strong but short 
stint next to O’Reilly. 

And then there’s Kyle Okposo and Lawson Crouse, wingers on two of the 
worst teams in the league. Sure. 

It may not make sense, but consider that Crouse somehow has allowed 
under two expected goals against per 60… on Arizona. Okposo is at 1.89 
on an also weak Sabres team. Without much help that’s very hard to 
accomplish and while neither will be on any ballots by year’s end, they 
deserve some kudos for the strong defensive play they’ve shown so far. 
It’s the only good thing that may happen to them on the ice this season. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. 

Criteria: Rookie skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added. 

Note: For this edition of awards watch, goaltenders were omitted due to 
their value being difficult to scale to skaters this early in the season. 

So far it’s a strong crop of rookies, but the two that have been most eye-
popping both play for Detroit. Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider have 
been revelations for the upstart Red Wings, more than any reasonable 
person might have expected to start the season. Raymond is leading the 
team in points with 22 in 24 games, a 75-point pace, while Seider has 16 
points which translates to 55 points over 82 games. That’s stellar for a 
couple of rookies, but they’ve also been strong at five-on-five too. 
Raymond has helped the team’s top line look elite on a nightly basis 
while Seider has been the two-way presence this team has desperately 
been missing. Raymond is playing at a 2.6-win pace while Seider is at a 
two-win pace. That’s very close to elite calibre for their respective 
positions. 

Those two aren’t the only special rookies this year though. Bowen Byram 
may just have Seider beat among defencemen with him scoring at a 
slightly higher rate (nine points in 13 games) and looking even stronger 
at five-on-five (57 percent expected goals rate). Byram gets the benefit of 
playing with more talented teammates, but he’s still been exceptional. As 
if the Avalanche needed more talented defenders. Up front, Dawson 
Mercer gets high marks, though that looks to be mostly due to a juiced 
goals percentage. He’s been strong with 14 points in 20 games, but not 
this strong. Trevor Zegras also hopped into the top five after a strong 
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three-assist performance Wednesday night which put him on a 63-point 
pace. The 56 percent expected goals rate isn’t bad either. 

The most hilarious Calder Trophy hopeful is 26-year-old Michael Bunting 
who somehow qualifies. He’s fit in perfectly on the Leafs top line with 17 
points in 24 games while earning strong on-ice numbers. That probably 
has a little more to do with who he plays with, but he hasn’t looked out of 
place next to two superstars, especially as a Zach Hyman replacement. 
That’s something and he’s definitely surpassed his modest expectations 
so far. His age will certainly be a factor against him though. 

Further down the list, Seth Jarvis is definitely the most intriguing going 
forward, especially if he sees his role elevated. The only rookie forward 
with a higher relative impact on expected goals than Jarvis’s 0.75 is 
Washington’s Connor McMichael — but Jarvis has the actual goal impact 
to match. His 2.21 points-per-60 at five-on-five isn’t far off from 
Raymond’s, he just gets a lot less ice-time. 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. 

Criteria: Goaltenders that have played half of their team’s games or more 
ranked by a blend of goals saved above expected and above average, 
translated to wins, courtesy of Evolving Hockey. 

A lot of people figured that if the Leafs were going to be an elite team 
again (in the regular season anyway) it would be off the back of their 
explosive offence. Feel free to go through the comments of my season 
preview for them where they were expected to have the league’s second-
best goaltending to see how some felt at the time about that projection. 
(To their credit, a lot of that had to do with a lofty projection for Petr 
Mrazek). 

And yet here we are, living in Jack Campbell’s world as he delivers the 
best goaltending performance at the quarter season mark. Campbell has 
saved nearly 14 goals above expected off the back of a sterling .943 
save percentage. Both marks lead the league. Campbell has been a 
brick wall so far and the Leafs would not be where they are in the 
standings without him. 

Igor Shesterkin is next in line and he’s been an extremely important 
factor for the Rangers’ strong start to the season, even more so than 
Campbell. While the Leafs needed Campbell when their scoring was 
dried up, they played well enough in front of him to still be a strong team. 
That’s not as true for the Rangers who have really depended on 
Shesterkin to land where they are in the standings, especially earlier in 
the season when the Rangers were a bottom tier club by expected goals. 
They’ve been better of late, but with Shesterkin at the helm, they can 
comfortably expect to play above expectations. He’s 0.5 goals saved 
behind Campbell for the league lead with two games in hand so he’s the 
leader on a per-game basis. Either he or Campbell would be fitting 
Vezina Trophy nominees at this juncture. 

There are many who would have Jacob Markstrom right there with them 
and he’s certainly close, but Markstrom gets the benefit of playing behind 
one of the league’s best team defences. That lessens his impact as he’s 
second in goals saved above average with 12.4, but that drops to 10.6 
goals saved above expected. That’s almost two goals credited to the 
defence in front of him. 

That’s a solid top three and you can make a strong argument as well for 
Frederik Andersen or Sergei Bobrovsky, both of whom propelled their 
respective teams to very strong starts. Neither was expected to be a top 
netminder this season so the resurgence has been really nice to see. 
Bobrovsky in particular has started looking like a $10 million goalie again 
and on a per-game basis, and his goals saved above expected is third on 
this list. 

Art Ross Trophy 

Given to the player who leads the National Hockey League in scoring 
points at the end of the regular season. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end of season point total. 

This is a two-horse race and both horses ride with the same team. Leon 
or Connor. McDavid or Draisaitl. The only (near) certainty is that the 
winner will be an Oiler and that they’ll have an obscene amount of points. 
Draisaitl is currently the leader on pace for 160 points. McDavid is right 
behind on pace for 156 points, closing the gap significantly with a four-
point night against Pittsburgh. The model expects both to slow down to 
closer to 140 with McDavid eventually surpassing Draisaitl to overtake 
the title. I personally think if 150 is in reach for either that they’ll find a 
way. 

Last season’s winner, Auston Matthews, was off to a really slow start by 
his standards and that’s opened the door to the red hot Draisaitl and of 
course, Ovechkin. Matthews should find a way to surge soon and a hat 
trick Wednesday night definitely helped, but for now this too looks like a 
two-person race — one that has potential to be pretty historic in the 
salary cap era. That’s right, duelling 60-goal seasons. That would be 
absolutely absurd, but it’s a definite possibility at this point. 

Draisaitl has started the season with 20 goals in 21 games and is 
projected to be a true talent 54-goal scorer. Apply that to his remaining 
61 games and you get 59.7 goals. Ovechkin has started the season with 
19 goals in 23 games and is projected to be a true talent 56-goal (!!!) 
scorer. Apply that to his remaining 59 games and you get 58.9 goals.  

The start is what’s propelling each to their lofty projections and it’ll be 
extremely hard to maintain, but the fact they’re both projected to be 50-
plus goal scorers on average helps their high total projection. Both may 
slow down, their shooting percentages are incredibly high even by their 
standards, but I really hope they don’t. Imagine a season where there’s 
two skaters at 150 points and two with 60 goals? That rules way too 
hard. As hockey fans, we deserve that. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Five way-too-early playoff scenarios 
we should all be wishing for 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Dec 2, 2021  

  

It’s December, which means it’s time for the grownups to get serious 
about their holiday shopping, and time for the kids to get serious about 
their wish lists. That latter one is way more fun, and it’s what we’re going 
to play with today. 

Dear hockey gods: I have been a very good boy this year, and would like 
you to bring me these five playoff scenarios. 

OK, yes, I hear you — it’s way too early to start thinking about the 
playoffs. But that’s the whole point. When it’s way too early, that means 
we can still wish for pretty much anything. Once we get close to spring, 
most of the cool stuff will be off the table, or at least feeling like a 
longshot. When you’re still months away, reality hasn’t kicked in yet and 
there are way more options in play. 

This is all about the anticipation of the night before. There will be time to 
find out we actually got socks and underwear later. So today, here are 
five vaguely realistic scenarios that I’m really hoping we get to see at the 
end of the year. 

Oilers vs. Flames 

We’ll start with the most obvious pick. This year marks three decades 
since the last time we had a Battle of Alberta in the postseason. That’s 
bizarre, given that the two teams are always in the same division. We 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 3, 2021 

 

finally got a long-awaited Leafs/Habs meeting last year — I’m only 
halfway through on PVR, don’t tell me how it ends — and it doesn’t look 
like Rangers/Islanders is in play this year. That means Flames/Oilers is 
pretty much indisputably the best long-term rivalry option on the table. 

It would be a fascinating matchup. You’d have Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl, the two best offensive players in the world, going up 
against the system of defensive mastermind Darryl Sutter and a goalie 
who might be in the running for the Vezina. Speaking of Jacob 
Markstrom, remember that he shunned the Oilers’ offer to sign with 
Calgary. We could get a Milan Lucic or James Neal redemption arc. How 
about a seven-game war of attrition between Zach Hyman and Matthew 
Tkachuk? On paper, the series could be great, even without the history. 

All that said, the history is the best part here. There’s just something 
about these two teams sharing the ice that always feels like we’re back in 
the Smythe Division days. Even if the game isn’t all that important, 
eventually somebody goes for a big hit, the fans start buzzing, and the 
next thing you know the goalies are throwing haymakers. Imagine doing 
it with everything on the line in the postseason. 

And yes, I know I’ve been trying to will this series into existence for years 
now. It has to work sometime, right? Maybe not, but I’m going to keep 
trying. 

How realistic is it? The good news is that the two teams are battling for 
first place in the division, so they both look like safe bets to make the 
playoffs. The bad news is that we’ll need some help to see a matchup in 
the first round, either through one of the teams dropping into the wild 
card mix, or both being passed by some other team for top spot in the 
Pacific. 

(We could also just wait until the second round, which would guarantee 
that one would win the division. I have my reasons for hoping somebody 
else takes that crown, which we’ll get to in a bit.) 

Maple Leafs vs. Lightning 

Either of these teams would pair up well with multiple opponents. We 
could go for a Lightning/Panthers rematch, or another round of 
Leafs/Bruins, or maybe even a wild card crossover that would pit Toronto 
against their former goalie Freddie Andersen. 

But as intriguing as some of those options would be, a head-to-head 
Leafs/Lightning matchup in the first round feels like the best outcome. 
We all know the deal with the Maple Leafs — nothing they can do in the 
regular season matters, because it’s all about finally breaking through in 
the playoffs. They could finish with 120 points and shatter every franchise 
record in the process, and if they go out in the first round, they might still 
clean house. There’s no team in the league that will be facing the same 
sort of pressure in round one. 

Given that, what better opponent could you ask for than the two-time 
defending champs, looking for the first three-peat since the 1980s 
Islanders? At this point, nobody wants to see the Leafs finally win a 
series as heavy favorites against some also-ran. Instead, let’s put them 
up against the best team of the current era. Beat the reigning champs, or 
blow it all up. No in-between. 

The matchup would be absolutely stacked with offensive talent, and the 
storylines would be irresistible. Other than the confusion that would come 
from two teams with nearly identical uniform colors, it would be just about 
perfect. 

How realistic is it? If the playoffs started right now, that would be too 
early. But we’d also get this pairing as the 2-vs-3 matchup in the Atlantic. 
Now we just need the Panthers to hold serve on top of the division for the 
rest of the way. 

Rangers vs. Capitals 

The ideal Rangers scenario would be that first playoff series against the 
Islanders since 1994, but let’s just say that doesn’t feel likely right now. 
So instead, let’s go with the logical conclusion to a year of drama: the 

young up-and-comers have to face up to the bullies who stole their lunch 
money. 

That’s maybe a little over-dramatic. Ranger fans will patiently remind you 
that it wasn’t just that one game against the Capitals late last season that 
led the team to make changes to the front office and big chunks of the 
roster. Other teams had been pushing the Rangers around all season. 
People like me were hyping the narrative that New York was basing their 
entire offseason plan around pushing back on Tom Wilson, but it was 
never completely true. 

But it was a little bit true, right? You don’t go out and load up on grit and 
toughness without at least thinking about the time your best player got 
rag-dolled. You do that because at least part of you is thinking ahead to 
the next meeting. 

As luck would have it, the schedule served up that meeting on opening 
night, and … it was kind of a dud. The Rangers went into Washington 
and got thumped, nothing especially interesting happened involving 
Wilson, and we all checked the schedule for a rematch only to realize it 
wouldn’t come until late February. 

That game will probably get some hype, and maybe it will even live up to 
a bit of it. But the real main event would be a playoff series, where the 
two teams could spend seven games puffing out their chests to try to set 
the tone. It wouldn’t be an old-school 80s-style Patrick Division battle, 
because those days are long gone. But a little bit of bad blood in a series 
is almost always a good thing, and these two teams would have that. 
They’re also both really good, and we’d even get a built-in storyline of the 
aging Capitals defending their Cup window against the up-and-coming 
Rangers. Yes, please. 

How realistic is it? It’s looking reasonably good right now, with both 
teams in a three-team mix for top spot in the Metro. If the Hurricanes can 
hold down the lead, that would leave Washington and New York to face 
off in the first round. 

Wild vs. Jets 

It’s not easy to be geographic rivals when you’re in different countries, 
but the Jets and Wild can sort of pull it off. It’s two great hockey towns 
who know what it feels like to have a southern market steal your team, 
and they’ve only had a decade to build up some animosity in their current 
iterations. They’re off to a decent start. 

The two teams have already met in a playoff series once, back in 2018, 
and it wasn’t especially memorable, with Winnipeg taking it in five games 
to kick off the deepest run in franchise history. But that was back before 
Minnesota had Kirill Kaprizov, so it barely counts. And while that Jets 
team was very good, three years of up-and-downs since have made 
them a more interesting team. 

Both teams are built to win now, and neither has won so much as a game 
in the second round since that first meeting, so the pressure would be 
intense. There’d be plenty of flashy offensive talent on display. And if 
everything broke just right, we might come out of it all with a legitimate 
rivalry, not just a theoretical one. 

How realistic is it? It’s certainly in play, although we’ll need the Jets to 
snap out of a recent slump and lock down a playoff spot before we get 
too excited. 

I’ve saved both my biggest and dumbest wish for last. 

Here’s the deal: I want to see the Golden Knights run into Marc-Andre 
Fleury in the playoffs. It would be a perfect chance for a beloved veteran 
to get his revenge on the team that (maybe) wronged him — or for that 
team to be proven right, having made a gutsy move that was unpopular 
at the time but worked out in the end. And sure, we’re being dramatic 
here, since Fleury beating Robin Lehner in a playoff series wouldn’t 
necessarily prove anything. But we’re allowed to be dramatic, and we 
would be if this matchup ever happened, because it would be almost too 
perfect. You’re telling me that fans wouldn’t be showing up to those 
games wearing Fleury jerseys with giant swords sticking out the back? 
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Unfortunately, there’s a slight problem with my dream scenario: The 
Blackhawks are bad. Barring some sort of miracle turnaround, they’re 
extremely unlikely to make the playoffs. That’s not on Fleury, who’s been 
better recently after a shaky start. But after a wave of offseason moves 
led to some optimism, it’s pretty clear the Hawks aren’t making the 
playoffs, let alone going to the conference final to face the Knights. 
Chicago is bad. 

So bad, in fact, that maybe they’ll be looking to sell at the deadline? 
Especially with any established veterans in the last year of their contract? 

Of course, trading goaltenders in the middle of the season is rare and 
difficult, for obvious reasons. Teams that are good tend to already be set 
in net, while teams that are bad aren’t looking to add veterans. 

The only way there would be a market for Fleury at the deadline would 
be if a legitimate contender decided they needed an upgrade in goal as 
the final piece for a championship. And as luck would have it, there could 
be a few teams that fit that description. Maybe the most obvious would 
be the Oilers, a potential first or second-round matchup for the Knights. 
The Wild might be in play. There’s also someone like the Penguins or 
Bruins, although we want to stay away from Eastern teams here to make 
the Vegas matchup more likely. 

In my mind, one team looms above the others, even as a longshot: The 
Avalanche. They’re stacked, everyone expects them to go deep into the 
playoffs, they lost their Vezina finalist in the offseason, and new starter 
Darcy Kuemper has been so-so. If you’re Joe Sakic, surely this is the 
year you have to swing big at the deadline, especially when you know 
your rivals in Vegas have already made a big move. And there may not 
be a better fit out there than Fleury. Remind me, have the Avalanche 
ever had success acquiring a French-Canadian goalie in the middle of a 
season before? 

Vegas/Colorado is already one of the league’s up-and-coming rivalries, 
and the Knights got the better of the first playoff matchup last year. We 
all went into this year expecting a rematch, and we might still get it. Let’s 
up the drama by reintroducing a key character that the Golden Knights 
thought they’d written out of the script. 

How realistic is it? Not very. Look, I did my best to talk you into it, and 
hopefully I moved the needle off of “no way”, but I’m not sure we can go 
much further. Fleury has a no-movement clause and might not be 
interested in going anywhere, the Avs have very little cap space, 
Kuemper has a strong track record and will probably be settled in by the 
deadline … there are a lot of factors working against us here. Plus it’s the 
NHL, and banking on GMs making aggressive moves is a good way to 
get let down. This one’s not happening. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Ben Chiarot reinforces trade value in loss to 
Avalanche 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

December 3, 2021, 12:43 AM 

 

MONTREAL — The new executive vice president of hockey operations 
of the Montreal Canadiens has many difficult decisions to contemplate, 
but there's no fence to sit on for this one. 

Just a day after arriving in the new city he's been signed to be in for the 
next five years, and with just one viewing of his new team under his belt, 

Jeff Gorton assuredly already knows what he needs to do with Ben 
Chiarot. 

The six-foot-three, 234-pound defenceman has been Montreal's steadiest 
player this season, and he was their best one in Thursday's 4-1 loss to 
the Colorado Avalanche — producing his team's only goal, playing over 
25 minutes and offering more evidence as to why he's one of Gorton's 
best trade chips. 

All Gorton needs to do is pick up his phone when it rings and it's going to 
be ringing a lot for this player. 

Chiarot is a defenceman who will draw interest from many playoff 
hopefuls and every Stanley Cup contender. The 30-year-old, who's right 
in the heart of his prime, has averaged close to 23 minutes per game, 
blocked 233 shots and thrown 283 hits since arriving in Montreal in 2019. 

In 135 games with the Canadiens, he's proven he's more than just a 
stay-at-home type by scoring 15 goals and 34 points, and he’s displayed 
a versatility he said Wednesday is due to the confidence former GM Marc 
Bergevin and the team’s coaching staff has shown in him. 

“(They’ve) given me a lot of ice time and just instilled a lot of confidence 
in me as a player, and it was just something that was kind of new to me 
in my career in getting that type of opportunity, and I just tried to take 
advantage of it,” Chiarot said. “And they really helped me become kind of 
the player I am today, and the player I am today is a lot different than the 
one that got here and signed here a couple of years ago.” 

Chiarot is also more seasoned — especially given the playoff experience 
he’s gained over the last two summers. 

It was in those games he showed he’s the exact type of player you want 
when things tighten up and the whistles get pocketed. 

The Hamilton, Ont., native doesn't want to leave Montreal, but even he 
knows he's on his way off this 6-17-2 team, which has less than a one 
per cent chance of playing in those games this coming spring. 

"Every year you see guys on expiring contracts get traded, but for me it's 
not something that I really have any control over, to be honest," Chiarot 
said a day prior to playing as much in Thursday's game as he's averaged 
over 32 playoff games with the Canadiens. "I do my job and go out and 
play and the people who make those decisions make those decisions. It's 
kind of wasted energy knowing about it and thinking about all these 
different scenarios and what-ifs. I just have to go out and do my job. 

"It's probably harder on the families than it is on the players because it's 
kind of their life that gets uprooted. It's just part of the business. You see 
it every year, guys on expiring contracts get moved." 

Chiarot's contract pays him $3.5 million this season and runs out this 
coming summer. 

Even with the Canadiens possibly entering a rebuild, he'd be the kind of 
player they'd want to keep. He’s a leader, someone both Nick Suzuki and 
Ryan Poehling said they look up to for his work ethic and 
professionalism. 

But the Canadiens already have Jeff Petry and David Savard earning 
close to $10 million per season between them until the summer of 2025, 
and Joel Edmundson is being paid the same salary as Chiarot to bring 
the same style of game through 2024. They have 21-year-old Alexander 
Romanov gaining more and more confidence and taking on more and 
more responsibility — as evidenced by his performance against Colorado 
on Thursday — and they have other young players to make space for in 
the future. 

Before the season started, he had to submit a list of 10 teams he couldn’t 
be traded to. But that’s not going to affect Gorton’s ability to trade Chiarot 
— and do so for a substantial return. 

We surveyed four executives from around the NHL on Wednesday to ask 
what they felt that would look like, and each of them said a first-round 
pick should be obtained. 
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“Go through the list of free-agent D-men and you won’t find too many 
who bring as much nastiness as he does,” said the first one. “Watching 
him in the playoffs over the last couple of years, he’s a throwback. A total 
pain in the ass to play against, and he’s a horse.” 

Another executive texted: “Tampa was willing to give up first-rounders for 
rentals you wouldn’t think would fetch them over the last couple of years, 
but they clearly had good reason to believe it would be worth it. There 
are a few teams this year who believe they have a chance to win and an 
even better one if they get a player like him, so it’s realistic they’ll be 
willing to pay that price.” 

“He’ll get a first,” said the third. “If it’s not a first, a second won’t get it 
done on its own. You’d need a prospect or another pick in there.” 

We shared that assessment with the fourth and he agreed, adding, 
“There’s been chatter in the market about Chiarot for weeks already.” 

That’s because the defenceman has stood out as one of the few bright 
spots on a team that’s been living dark days since the start of the 
season. 

It’s still early. Gorton won’t need to act right now, with the NHL’s trade 
deadline more than three months away. 

But he needn’t deliberate any further on what he needs to do with 
Chiarot. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames open road trip with win for Sutter against his 
former team 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisDecember 3, 2021, 2:22 AM 

 

LOS ANGELES -- Sitting in the bowels of a Staples Center arena in 
which he raised two Stanley Cups, Darryl Sutter was asked about the 
drive to win another one. 

“It’s, like, all that matters to me,” said the Flames’ singularly-focused 
coach. “You’re trying to translate that to the players, to get to that level 
that it takes. And the difference it makes in a career and their lives.” 

The difference Sutter helped make in Los Angeles was recognized seven 
minutes into Thursday’s Flames win when he and Trevor Lewis were 
saluted in a Jumbotron video that drew a standing ovation from a sparse 
crowd of 13,241. 

Guiding the Kings to the franchise’s first Cup win in his first season as 
their head coach in 2012, Sutter became just the 19th coach in NHL lore 
to win multiple titles when he won again in 2014. 

He’s had a similar, early impact in Calgary where his Flames continue to 
be the talk of the league, improving their record to a best-in-the-west 14-
4-5 with a 3-2 win over his former team. 

He wouldn’t say it afterward, but you can bet it meant just a little bit more 
for him to see his club win one at Staples. 

“Some of the players that went through here before told me they probably 
would,” shrugged Sutter of the video. “It’s good. Good for Trevor, and 
good for my family.” 

Although he did his best to downplay it before and afterwards, this game 
was important to Sutter. 

And the players knew it. 

"We wanted to win it for our coach, we wanted to win it for Lewis and his 
return, and we wanted to get our first win in our division,” said Milan 
Lucic, whose second power play unit played a big role in the win, with 
two first period goals. 

“Those are all important things for us tonight. It’s always nice to start a 
four-game trip off in the win column.” 

Lucic went five-hole for the fourth time this season to put the Flames up 
2-1 in a first period that also saw Andrew Mangiapane score with the 
man advantage. 

“I looked up and saw defence and went back to it -- it’s a high percentage 
shot,” said a smiling Lucic of the between-the-wickets shot that has 
helped him score the majority of his seven goals. 

“If it misses it hits the pads and stays alive, as opposed to a shot in the 
glove. It seems to be working out. If it ain't broke don’t fix it. I’d love to tell 
you how I set it up, but I don’t want the goalies to know what my thought 
process is. So we’ll just leave it at that.” 

Not surprisingly, Lucic got the starting nod alongside fellow Kings alumni 
Lewis and Brad Richardson as part of Sutter’s gritty All the King’s Men 
Line. 

“My buddies call us the Full Pension Line, which I thought was funny,” 
laughed Lewis of a nickname offered up by childhood friend and former 
Flame, Shane O’Brien. 

“But whatever you guys want to call it.” 

An Alex Iafallo redirection gave the opposition the opening goal for just 
the fifth time in 23 games -- and first on the road -- five minutes in. 

Mangiapane responded with his 16th before Lucic struck. 

Minutes after taking the lead Matthew Tkachuk did his best to resurrect 
his feud with Drew Doughty with a gritty shift on which he knocked the 
Kings defender down with a reverse hit before punctuating the whistle 
with a pair of net-side punches to Doughty’s face. 

The second poke drew a penalty the Flames killed off as part of yet 
another perfect night that saw the unit stop both of L.A.’s man 
advantages. 

Tkachuk wound up with the last laugh as he used Doughty as a screen to 
score his 11th of the season -- a top-shelf beauty that stood as the 
winner early in the second. 

“Whoever the defenceman was on that side I just tried to shoot it through 
him, and it worked out,” said Tkachuk. “I’m sure if you asked (Sutter) he 
wouldn’t want us to be extra motivated for him. He’d say he wanted us to 
come in here and get off on this road trip on the right foot and don’t worry 
about his homecoming. But it was big to get them the win.” 

Alexander Edler’s first as a King narrowed the gap late in the second, 
setting up a third period push that saw Lewis make a key block after 
Jacob Markstrom made a stunning glove save on Victor Arvidsson’s point 
blast -- one of 40 saves on the night. 

The Flames play in Anaheim Friday as part of a four-game road trip that 
takes them through Vegas and San Jose. 

“I think it’s really good for our team, and it’s another measuring stick to 
see where you are at when you get into the division part of it,” said Sutter 
before the game when asked about the trip against division rivals. 

“This trip there are two we haven’t played and two we haven’t beaten.” 

Make that one they haven’t beaten. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Bounce-back players edition 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

December 2, 2021, 2:04 PM 

 

Everybody loves a good comeback story, right? 

The same goes for a bounce back. It takes strength and resiliency to dust 
yourself off after a down season (whether injury-induced or just plain old 
off-pace play) and regain old form. Many of the players highlighted in this 
week's power rankings are doing exactly that. 

Let's dig in. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (17-6-1) 

Alex Kerfoot saw a dip in his production in each of the past two COVID-
shortened seasons. Now, his first full 82-game campaign with the Maple 
Leafs has him on pace for a career year. With 16 points through 24 
games – including 10 points in the Maple Leafs’ red-hot November – he’s 
already just seven shy of last year’s 56-game total. 

2. Florida Panthers (15-4-3) 

Defenceman Aaron Ekblad was playing some of his best hockey when 
he went down with a devastating season-ending injury last spring. Now 
healthy, he’s blowing last year’s stats away. Currently at 20 points 
through 22 games, he needs just two more to match last year’s 35-game 
total, and his 0.91 points-per-game pace has him projected for a career-
high by a mile. 

3. Washington Capitals (14-4-5) 

By the end of last season, it looked like Evgeny Kuznetsov's days in D.C. 
might be done, his seven goals and 29 points in 41 games ranking him 
10th and sixth on the team's leaderboard, respectively, and GM Brian 
MacLellan (intentionally or not) stirring the speculation. Kuznetsov's 20 
assists through 23 games this year already matches last year's total, 
while his 27 points have him looking like he's back on track. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (16-5-0) 

In 14 appearances this season, goalie Mikko Koskinen has a record of 
12-2 – that's just one win shy of last season, in half the starts. After a 
tough 2021 campaign, the No. 1 netminder is having exactly the kind of 
year both he and his team needs. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes (15-5-1) 

Carolina took a chance on Freddie Andersen’s ability to bounce back 
from an injury-riddled, up-and-down final season with the Maple Leafs, 
and it definitely paid off. Two more wins this season will have him 
matching last year’s total already, while his 2.05 GAA and .928 save 
percentage are both career-bests. 

6. Calgary Flames (13-4-5) 

With nine goals and a team-leading 25 points through 22 games, Johnny 
Gaudreau is looking more like the 80-plus-point player we saw dominate 
the Pacific Division just a few seasons ago. While the best story in 
Calgary is the play of breakout sensation Andrew Mangiapane, 
Gaudreau’s bounce-back is helping propel this club back into relevance. 
Johnny Hockey is back. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning (12-5-4) 

Captain Steven Stamkos has dealt with more than his fair share of 
injuries over the course of his career, including last season, which makes 
this year's hot start – 11 goals and 24 points in 20 games – all the more 
gratifying to see. 

8. New York Rangers (14-4-3) 

Forget about a bounce back – at 30 years old and with a team-leading 16 
goals through 21 games, Chris Kreider is enjoying a breakout season we 
didn't even know he needed. 

9. Minnesota Wild (15-6-1) 

Ryan Hartman's best season was his first full campaign in the NHL – he 
tallied 19 goals and 31 points in 76 games with the Blackhawks in 2016-
17 – but since then, he's struggled to stick with a team, hitting double-
digit goals just once (10 goals in 2018-19 with Nashville). Until now, that 
is. With a dozen goals and 18 points through his first 22 games of the 
season with Minnesota, Hartman is well on his way to his best year yet. 

10. Colorado Avalanche (11-7-1) 

After posting solid 30-plus points in back-to-back COVID-shortened 
seasons, no one was actually calling for a bounce-back (or a breakout, 
for that matter!) for Nazem Kadri. And yet here he is, lighting the league 
on fire to the tune of nine goals and 29 points in just 19 games – just 
three points off last year’s 56-game total. Considering Colorado's long list 
of injuries up front and his own contract status (he’s due a new deal in 
July), his timing couldn’t be better. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins (10-8-5) 

Based on the way he’s playing, you’d never know Tristan Jarry’s 2021 
playoffs ended as disastrously as they did. His ability to rebound from 
last spring and put up the best numbers of his career – 1.97 GAA, .933 
save percentage – show just how resilient the netminder is, and how right 
Pittsburgh was to trust him with another shot. 

12. Anaheim Ducks (13-8-3) 

There’s no question about who the club’s breakout star is – Troy Terry’s 
got 15 goals and 25 points in 23 games. At the (literal) centre of the 
winger’s success is veteran captain and bounce-back candidate Ryan 
Getzlaf, who looks rejuvenated by his new, young linemate. The 36-year-
old, who earlier this season set the Ducks’ new all-time franchise points 
record, has already tallied 20 points on the season – three more than last 
year’s 48-game total – and has assisted on nine of Terry’s goals this 
year. Here’s hoping a lower-body injury suffered against the Kings 
Tuesday night doesn’t keep him sidelined long. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights (12-10-0) 

After a breakout 60-point season in Vegas' inaugural campaign, Reilly 
Smith kept pace with back-to-back 50-plus-point years the following two, 
but a dip in production last season set him up for a comeback in 2021-22. 
After posting 14 goals and 25 points in 53 games last year, Smith already 
has 10 goals and 16 points through 22 games. 

14. St. Louis Blues (12-7-3) 

After injuries limited him to just 34 games combined the past two 
seasons, it looked like a fresh start was in store for Vladimir Tarasenko, 
but seven goals – matching that two-year total – and 19 points through 
22 games this year with the Blues tells us those struggles (and perhaps 
that trade request, too) are firmly in the past. 

15. Nashville Predators (12-9-1) 

Just 22 games into the season, Matt Duchene has already matched his 
goal total of 2019-20 – his first season with Nashville – and more than 
doubled that of his second, giving the Predators hope he’s finally 
becoming the player they thought they signed. 

16. Columbus Blue Jackets (12-8-0) 

Patrik Laine bet on himself to bounce back from a down year in 2020-21, 
and he was well on his way to making good on it – 10 points in nine 
games – before an oblique injury sidelined him several weeks. Here's 
hoping he picks up where he left off upon his return. 

17. Boston Bruins (11-8-0) 
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Depth scoring, long a struggle with these Bruins, looks like an issue to 
contend with once again, but Charlie Coyle’s production so far this 
season offers some hope in that regard. His six goals through 19 games 
matches last year’s 51-game total and has him on pace for his most 
productive season as a Bruin. 

18. Winnipeg Jets (10-8-4) 

A series of nagging injuries hindered any hopes of making good on his 
fresh start in Winnipeg last season, but this year had “bounce back” 
written all over it for Pierre-Luc Dubois – and he has lived up to the 
billing. In just 22 games, the 23-year-old has already surpassed last 
season's goal total, with 11, and his 18 points are good for second on the 
team. He's looking right at home in Winnipeg's top six. 

19. San Jose Sharks (12-9-1) 

Erik Karlsson’s production headed south when he did, but his numbers 
look like they’re on the rise again as the dual-threat defender looks to 
regain form in his fourth season in San Jose. A dozen points through 16 
games has him on pace for a statistical bounce back. 

20. Dallas Stars (11-7-2) 

Honestly, take your pick: It’s great to see Tyler Seguin and Alexander 
Radulov bounce back from injuries, but let’s turn to the crease for this 
early-season comeback story: Braden Holtby struggled in Vancouver, 
posting just seven wins with career-lows in GAA (3.67) and save 
percentage (.889) as Thatcher Demko's backup. Now, despite Dallas' 
crease looking pretty crowded, Holtby's getting enough playing time to 
turn those numbers – and his fortunes — around. 

21. Detroit Red Wings (12-9-3) 

After seeing his numbers dip slightly in two straight seasons, Dylan 
Larkin – he of 10 goals and 19 points in 19 games – is on pace to exceed 
his 32-goal, 73-point career highs of 2018-19. 

22. New Jersey Devils (9-7-4) 

Andreas Johnston tallied 20 goals and 43 points with the 2018-19 Maple 
Leafs, but hasn't come close to that kind of production since, despite still 
playing well for the rebuilding Devils. This year, however, feels different: 
The 27-year-old is thriving on this young club, leading New Jersey in 
goals (nine) and points (18) and already surpassing his production from 
each of the past two seasons. 

23. Los Angeles Kings (9-8-4) 

It feels kind of wrong to label what Anze Kopitar is doing – eight goals 
and 23 points in his first 21 games of the season – as a bounce back, 
considering how impressive last year’s stats were. After all, 50 points in 
56 games on a struggling team is by no means disappointing. However 
... the way Kopitar is playing feels like a throwback (or, ahem, a bounce 
back) to his 92-point campaign of 2017-18, doesn’t it? 

24. Philadelphia Flyers (8-9-4) 

No goaltender in the NHL enjoyed as high a rise and as steep a drop 
from one season to the next as Carter Hart did between his first two 
campaigns and his third. Hart’s fourth, though, has him back in the 
spotlight for all the right reasons. Trouble is, his team can't seem to keep 
up. 

25. Buffalo Sabres (8-11-3) 

Jeff Skinner's scoring really dropped off the past two years – he went 
from scoring 40 goals in his first Sabres season in 2018-19 to just 14 a 
year later, and only seven in 2020-21. Now 22 games into this season, 
the 29-year-old has eight goals and 15 points, putting him on pace for 55 
points. Still not the Skinner of a few years ago, but much closer to what 
we know he's capable of. 

26. Seattle Kraken (8-13-2) 

After seeing his regular-season production fizzle out a little last year with 
the Blues, a fresh start in Seattle has brought some pretty solid 
production for Jaden Schwartz to the tune of 17 points through 22 
games. His current scoring pace, sitting at 0.77 points per game, has him 
nearing the kind of production we saw from him just a few years ago. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (7-12-2) 

Compare the first half of his season to his second, and you've got quite 
the bounce back for Marc-Andre Fleury, who's rebounded from a winless 
first month in Chicago and put together a four-game win streak in 
November while posting stats we're used to seeing beside the Vezina 
winner's name. Flower’s back! 

28. Montreal Canadiens (6-16-2) 

After he opened up about stepping away from the game to take care of 
his health, Jonathan Drouin’s success so far in this difficult Canadiens 
season (three goals and 12 points in 18 games) is the kind of success 
that’s bigger than the game. 

29. New York Islanders (5-10-2) 

The way this season is trending, it’s tough to find positives on Long 
Island. Just about everyone is seeing a dip in production while this 
franchise finds itself in desperate need of a full-team rebound. Keep an 
eye on Brock Nelson’s production, though – the leader in the clubhouse, 
who’s got a shooting percentage of 22.5, is on pace to match 2019-20’s 
impressive career-best production. 

30. Vancouver Canucks (8-14-2) 

J.T. Miller was a revelation in his first season in Vancouver, putting up 
career-high numbers across the board: 27 goals, 45 assists, and 72 
points in 69 games. Last season was probably just more of a return to 
normal production than a slight drop-off, but his numbers are worth 
watching this year anyway. His .96 points per game, one of the few bright 
spots in these dark days of Canucks hockey, has him on pace for 
potentially another big year on the individual stat sheet. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (5-16-2) 

We all know the real bounce-back winner here belong to those sweet 
Kachina threads that are back in the regular rotation, but the play of 
Shayne Gostisbehere is worth a shoutout, too. His time was clearly up in 
Philadelphia after a pair of underwhelming seasons, but he's making the 
most of his opportunity in the desert – particularly when it comes to 
generating offence from the blue line. A trio of goals and 16 points 
through 23 games has him looking more like the Flyers' breakout blue-
liner of 2017-18. 

32. Ottawa Senators (4-15-1) 

Not much hope happening in Ottawa these days, with production drying 
up and wins few and far between. Tyler Ennis' comeback season slowed 
down, but with nine points in 18 games he could still return to the 
respectable numbers he posted in his first Senators stint. 
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WJC camp roster 
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Hockey Canada announced a 35-player selection camp roster for the 
2022 world juniors on Wednesday. Due to COVID protocols, camp will be 
shortened to allow for the final roster to move into quarantine before 
transitioning to the Edmonton bubble for the duration of the tournament. 
There will be two days of practice and two games against a USports 
team from Dec. 9-12 before final decisions are made on the 25-man 
roster. 

NHL Content 

Four players on this roster have already played NHL games in Cole 
Perfetti, Jake Neigbours, Hendrix Lapierre and Mason McTavish, the last 
three of whom have already scored their first NHL goals. 

No. 1 in 2022 

Kingston’s Shane Wright, the projected first overall pick in the 2022 NHL 
draft, will get his second crack at making the team after a disappointing 
camp last year where he simply couldn’t find his stride. Wright lead 
Canada to gold at the U18 worlds and is up over a point per game for the 
OHL's Frontenacs, despite being fourth in team scoring. 

No. 1 in 2023? 

Connor Bedard will attempt to become one of a handful of 16-year-olds in 
history to make Team Canada's WJC squad and join a list that includes 
Wayne Gretzky, Eric Lindros and Connor McDavid. Bedard has 17 points 
in 21 games for a Regina team that has endured a coaching change. 
Canada's Director of Player Personnel, Alan Millar, knows the player 
well. With Millar having worked previously as GM for the WHL's Moose 
Jaw Warriors, he not only got to see plenty of Bedard in the Regina 
bubble last season, but was quick to point out that Bedard produced 10 
of his team-leading 14 points when it counted most for Canada in the 
medal round of the 2021 U18 worlds. 

3-8-14 

Canada will employ a roster composition of three goalies, eight 
defencemen, and 14 forwards. Typically, IIHF rules allow for 22-man 
rosters, but COVID protocols have made a concession for an additional 
three players. This was also the case last year. 

Three Back 

There are three returnees from last year’s silver medal-winning Canadian 
team in Perfetti, defenceman Kaiden Guhle and goaltender Dylan 
Garand. Guhle was traded from Prince Albert to Edmonton on 
Wednesday. 

Injuries 

Quinton Byfield of the L.A. Kings remains on the sidelines with an injury, 
as do Flyers prospects Tyson Foerster and Zayde Wisdom. 

Stay in the Show 

In terms of WJC eligible players still in the NHL, Jamie Drysdale is 
playing over 20 minutes per game for Anaheim. Columbus' Cole Sillinger, 
who has nine points in 20 games, is centreing Columbus’ second line. 
And Carolina’s Seth Jarvis has seen time on the Canes’ top line while 
putting up seven points in 14 games played. 

Maize and Blue in the Red and White 

University of Michigan’s Owen Power, the first overall pick by Buffalo in 
the 2021 NHL draft, will participate. Due to the time he would’ve missed 
last year to come to the WJC, he along with Michigan head coach Mel 
Pearson, decided it would be best to stay the course in his freshman 
season and not miss the 51 days it would have required to participate 
(including quarantine). Power currently sits tied for second in NCAA play 
with 23 points in 16 games. He won a World Championship gold with 
Canada last summer and now looks to become the first player ever to 
win a men's senior world and a world junior gold before competing in an 
NHL game. 

Power's Michigan teammate, and Columbus first-rounder Kent Johnson, 
also earned an invite to Canada's camp. He’s tied with Power at 23 
points on the season. 

Who Dat? 

The two biggest surprises in Canada's camp have to be Ryan Tverberg 
of UConn and Eliot Desnoyers of QMJHL Halifax. Tverberg is a seventh-
round pick of the Toronto Maple Leafs' from 2020 and leads the Huskies 
in scoring. Desnoyers is an Arizona fifth-rounder, also from 2020. As of 
Wednesday, he was fifth in league scoring with 34 points, only eight of 
which have come on the power play. 

Three’s Company 

The only competition in goal will be for the starter's job as all three names 
to camp will be on the final team. Garand is the returnee and will be 
joined by Detroit first-rounder Sebastian Cossa and former Junior C 
netminder Brett Brochu, currently with the London Knights. 

Out(ch) 

A few surprising omissions include WHL leading scorer Matthew Savoie, 
Anaheim first-rounder Jacob Perreault, Blainville-Boisbriand defenceman 
Miguel Tourigny, who leads all CHL defencemen with 16 goals, Barrie 
defenceman Brandt Clarke (who leads the OHL in defencemen scoring) 
and Sudbury centre Chase Stillman, who played a role Canada head 
coach Dave Cameron would admire with Canada’s U18 gold medal 
team. 

Revenge 

Cameron last coached Canada at the world juniors in Buffalo in 2011. 
Canada led the gold medal game 3-0 going into the third period that year 
before dropping a 5-3 decision to Russia. 

Boydy Boy 

Nobody knows Cameron like James Boyd. The two spent years together 
working in Toronto and Mississauga and it’s clear the management team 
had a vision in coming up with the 35-player list. “This is not an All-star 
team, hard skill over soft skill, details, being able to overcome challenges 
and adversity,” were small bits of the messaging from Wednesday’s 
presser. The point was stressed that this team will be composed to 
handle playing in a variety of ways and to face a number of challenges 
and adversity. The final roster will be constructed as such. 

Home Ice 

Canada last won on home ice when the tournament was hosted jointly by 
Montreal and Toronto in 2015. 

In the Pool 

Canada, Finland, Germany, Czech Republic and Austria compose Group 
A. Reigning gold medalists USA will play in a pool with Russia, Sweden, 
Slovakia and Switzerland. 

Quotable 

“We’re not building a team for Boxing Day, we’re building a team for 
January 5th,” said Director of Player Personnel Alan Millar. 

First-rounders 

USA, the reigning gold medalists, feature six first-round NHL draft picks 
and will participate in camp in Plymouth, Mich., from December 13-15. 

Back-to-back 

The US has never won back-to-back tournaments, but has three gold 
medals in the past nine years. 

Maize and Blue in the Red, White and Blue 

The Wolverines feature four players on USA's roster in Luke Hughes 
(New Jersey pick), Jacob Truscott (Vancouver), Thomas Bordeleau (San 
Jose) and Mackie Samoskevich (Florida). 
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Back Again 

They US returns three defencemen in L.A. Kings prospect Brock Faber 
and Ottawa draft picks Ty Kleven and Jake Sanderson. Up front, 
Seattle’s first ever draft pick, Matty Beniers, is one of three returnees. 
Chicago’s Landon Slaggert and Ranger pick Brett Berard are the others. 

The Americans have called upon just two first-year draft eligibles, goalie 
Dylan Silverstein and winger Logan Cooley. 

Wolves and COVID 

With 12 positive test results for COVID-19, the Sudbury Wolves were 
forced to cease operations for at least 10 days. Team officials spent 
Wednesday delivering workout gear to billet homes. Players, if feeling up 
to it, will participate in daily workouts. 

While in isolation, players will also be subject to personal meetings with 
coaches, team building and individual video sessions over Zoom. 

Unfortunately, some of the billet families have been forced to self-isolate 
as well. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, all who tested positive were either 
asymptomatic or experiencing mild symptoms. 

One player of particular note is defenceman Jack Thompson. The Tampa 
Bay prospect was selected to participate in Hockey Canada’s U20 
selection camp. Thompson is working with the Wolves, the Lightning and 
Hockey Canada to make sure he’s able to participate in camp, which 
begins Dec. 9. It is unknown as to whether or not Thompson is one of the 
12 players who tested positive, but even with the mandatory 10-day 
waiting period, Thompson would be eligible to participate in the full camp. 

Team members will re-test after seven days and if results are negative, 
will be able to get back to business after the mandatory 10 days. 

By all accounts, local health authorities and league officials have been 
extremely supportive in Sudbury’s time of need. 

Capital City Challenge Gold Game 

This tournament, featuring three U17 teams and the women's national 
team, concluded Wednesday. In a back and forth affair for the gold 
medal game, Riley Heidt of Prince George put Team Red ahead 5-4 with 
29 seconds left only to have Team Black tie it with a goal from 
Winnipeg’s Zach Benson at 19:59. Oshawa’s Calum Ritchie won it for 
Team Black at the 9:19 mark of overtime, his 11th point of the tourney. 

Team Black was led by Benson, who put up 12 points over five games, 
while Team Red received seven-point performances from Victoria 
Grizzlies (BCHL) Matthew Wood and Moose Jaw’s (WHL) Brayden 
Yager. 

Bronze 

Team White defeated the National Women’s team 6-1 to capture the 
bronze medal. 

The Women’s National team was lead by Marie-Philip Poulin with four 
points in three games. Seven players accumulated two points apiece . 

Team White was lead by Ethan Gauthier of Sherbrooke, who put up nine 
points in five games, including an assist on Ty Peddle’s game-winner. 

Leading scorers 

Team Black was led by Winnipeg’s Zach Benson, who finished the 
tournament with 11 points in four games. Oshawa’s Calum Ritchie 
finished second with nine points. 

My good pal, and Flames radio analyst Peter Loubardias couldn’t stop 
raving about Yager, whom many have already compared to Nathan 
MacKinnon. 

Petes New Coach 

In case you haven’t seen this, it's unreal. Peterborough Petes head 
coach Rob Wilson is currently with the U17s in Ottawa for the tournament 
that just wrapped. His Petes hosted Ottawa on Sunday, and so a new 
coach took the reins while Wilson was away. 

By the way, the Petes won 3-2. 

You can purchase t-shirts here, with all proceeds going to the Canadian 
Cancer Society. 

Speaking of the Petes, when the third overall pick from the 2021 draft, 
Mason McTavish, was sent back to Peterborough, it was in the hopes he 
would participate in the world juniors and give the Petes a big lift. He had 
a hat trick in his first game back, a 5-3 win versus North Bay, and opened 
the scoring in aforementioned Cal Wilson’s coaching debut. 

Teddy Time 

It’s Teddy Bear toss season in the CHL. If you feel comfortable enough to 
attend a game, be sure to check your local team’s schedule and try to 
attend on Teddy Bear toss night. It’s a blast and it will go a long way in 
making a child’s holidays. 

Gone Way too Soon 

Deepest condolences to the Swaby family. Former Tri-City Americans 
and Edmonton Oil Kings defenceman Matt Swaby left us way too soon. 
He leaves behind wife Carla and three kids. A GoFundMe page has been 
set up for Carla and the children. 
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TSN.CA / Blackhawks challenge Beach's 'repressed memory' claim and 
file motion to dismiss 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks have filed a motion to dismiss Kyle Beach’s 
negligence lawsuit, arguing that the statute of limitations expired before 
the hockey player’s case was filed in court. 

In their motion, filed on Nov. 30, the Blackhawks wrote that the team has 
a mediation session scheduled with Beach's attorney on Dec. 15 to 
attempt to settle the lawsuit. 

The organization also said it has “undertaken a number of steps to 
address the facts of the Jenner report," which the Blackhawks called 
"troubling to say the least." 

Jenner & Block is the Chicago law firm that was commissioned by the 
Blackhawks this summer to investigate Beach’s allegations. On Oct. 27, 
the firm released a report outlining how Blackhawks management and 
coaching staff declined to report to police sexual assault allegations 
against then-video coach Brad Aldrich in May 2010.  

After Aldrich quietly left the team, he was given a day with the Stanley 
Cup, moved between hockey jobs, and in 2013 worked as a volunteer 
coach in Houghton, Michigan, where he sexually assaulted a then-16-
year-old player. He was sentenced to nine months in jail. 

In its motion to dismiss Beach’s lawsuit, the team wrote that it has 
“committed to pursue a reasonable resolution of the issues raised by Mr. 
Beach as a moral imperative rather than a legal obligation.” 

The Blackhawks argue that according to statute of limitations laws, an 
individual seeking damages for a personal injury has two years from the 
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date of an injury to file a lawsuit. The only exception to that rule, the team 
says, is for victims of childhood sexual abuse. 

Beach alleges he was assaulted by Aldrich during the 2010 Stanley Cup 
playoffs, when he was 20. He filed his lawsuit in May 2021. 

“Mr. Beach argues that his failure to timely file this lawsuit is excused 
because he repressed memories of the assault, but this claim cannot toll 
the statute of limitations,” the Blackhawks wrote in their motion. 

“Despite the passage of more than a decade since the alleged sexual 
assault and repeated instances in which he dealt with consequences 
from the incident, Mr. Beach argues that his claims are timely because 
he repressed memories relating to the sexual assault until July 2019, 
when his memories ‘were revived by learning that Aldrich had been 
arrested and sentenced in a subsequent sexual assault case,’” the team 
wrote. 

"Mr. Beach knew immediately in May 2010 that he had been assaulted; 
that the assault was wrongful; and that he had been harmed by it. He 
cannot toll the statute of limitations by claiming repressed memory." 

It's unlikely that a judge will rule on the Blackhawks' motion to dismiss 
before the Dec. 15 settlement conference. 
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TSN.CA / A look at NHL teams' playoff chances past the Thanksgiving 
mark 

 

Travis Yost 

 

American Thanksgiving, which arrives about fifty days into the NHL’s 
regular season, has become a notable mile-marker for teams. 

The majority of teams entrenched in playoff spots at the time of the 
holiday tend to end up being the teams who qualify for the post-season at 
year-end – depending on the time period you are sampling, it’s around 75 
per cent. 

Front offices are always counter-weighing performance against time. A 
lot of this comes down to risk management, and it works in both 
directions. Front offices want to get aggressive with high-performing 
teams; similarly, front offices prefer to get conservative with under-
performing teams. Living at the polar end of each spectrum (managing a 
Stanley Cup contender versus, say, managing a team rapidly moving 
towards the draft lottery) makes roster decisions a bit easier to digest. 
The teams in the muddied middle? Well, sentiment can change on a 
weekly basis. 

One of the curious things about using American Thanksgiving as the first 
notable cut-off in which we measure current performance versus future 
time remaining is there’s nothing unique about its ability to indicate what 
the path forward looks like. For example, teams that are just two calendar 
weeks into the regular season and sitting in a playoff position on that day 
qualify for a playoff berth about 65 to 70 per cent of the time. The 
Christmas/Boxing Day holiday window shows about 83 per cent of teams 
in playoff positions will qualify by season end; by the time the NHL’s 
trade deadline rolls around, it’s well above 90 per cent: 

Though there is a tremendous amount of jockeying in the NHL standings 
(especially when it comes to seeding), the reality is the majority of playoff 
teams establish themselves early on and invariably qualify at season's 
end. Most of the high-powered, ultra-talented teams establish themselves 
early on and coast towards a berth. And what’s left are the average 
teams who have puck luck early on trying to fend off other teams of 

similar quality, who simply have had less luck in the percentages (be it 
shooting percentage, save percentage, or a combination of the two) to 
open the year. 

It can be a fun race to watch, but it’s a relatively small race. Consider the 
teams in playoff positions right now, on December 2, and how we might 
bifurcate the two groups: 

We aren’t two months into the regular season and there is clear 
stratification between the two groups. Only two teams currently sitting in 
their conference’s top-eight – the Columbus Blue Jackets and Nashville 
Predators – are underwater in expected goals, and all 16 teams in playoff 
positions have outscored their opponents on the season. 

But more notably: which of the 16 non-playoff teams through December 2 
would you bet on qualifying for the post-season by year end? Knowing 
the percentages, we can reasonably assume two to three non-playoff 
teams today will be playoff teams come April. In the East, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins look like the most obvious candidate, a team that’s outscored 
their opponents, is playing relatively well, and has just been crushed by 
poor shooting luck in the offensive zone this season. In the West, you 
have a few good options between the upstart San Jose Sharks, a 
Winnipeg Jets team icing the best goaltender in the world, or a Vegas 
Golden Knights team that’s struggled mightily to stay healthy. These are 
very competitive teams and, at least in the middle-of-the-pack segment, 
are probably the few teams who might consider buying at the trade 
deadline. 

But for the majority of the non-playoff teams, the regular season is over – 
three Canadian clubs (Vancouver, Montreal, Ottawa) already qualify for 
that honour. And you don’t need the American Thanksgiving checkpoint 
to adjudicate that. Each passing week gives us more confidence in a 
team’s true talent and their future outlook, and by the time you hit 
December, the playoff landscape has already started to take shape. 
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TSN.CA / Former WHL player says he’s ‘blacklisted’ for sharing story of 
alleged abuse 

 

Rick Westhead 

12-15 minutes 

 

Warning: This story contains extremely graphic content and language 
that may be upsetting to some readers. 

A former Western Hockey League player who last summer told his story 
of alleged sexual and physical abuse says he has been blacklisted by the 
hockey community and threatened with a defamation lawsuit, but does 
not regret his decision to go public. 

Brad Hammett, who says he was attacked by several former WHL 
teammates in the early 1980s, alleged in newly-filed court documents 
that he faced immediate consequences after speaking with the media in 
June 2020. 

In an interview with TSN and CTV that was  

Published June 26, 2020, Hammett alleged that he was abused during 
the 1981-82 season when he played with the WHL’s Billings (Mont.) 
Bighorns. He said the abuse continued the following season after the 
franchise moved to Nanaimo, B.C., and became the Islanders. 

“Since I told my story last year, I have been blackballed by the hockey 
community,” Hammett wrote in a Nov. 26 affidavit filed in Ontario 
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Superior Court in Toronto. “I used to be a scout for various teams, 
including in the NHL. Not long after the CTV story aired, I received 
communications from one NHL team saying they no longer needed my 
services. Others simply stopped calling. 

“One of my close friends advised me that another of our old junior hockey 
buddies simply said ‘when did Brad turn gay’ when the subject of my 
interview came up in conversation. I feel as if I am alone on an island 
now, with most of my peers turning on me for telling the world what 
everybody knew was happening.” 

Hammett’s affidavit was sworn in connection with a proposed hazing and 
abuse class action lawsuit filed against the Canadian Hockey League 
and its three affiliated major junior leagues. 

Plaintiffs in the lawsuit allege the CHL, its teams and their executives 
have fostered a toxic environment that condones sexualized, 
homophobic, and violent conduct, including physical and sexual assault. 

The CHL denies the allegations and has the support of a number of 
former players, parents of one-time players and league and team officials 
who say major junior hockey has been a place where most players have 
enjoyed largely positive experiences. 

A judge has not yet decided if the case will proceed as a class action. 

Hammett wrote in his affidavit that he was aware there would be 
repercussions if he reported his abuse. 

“Everybody knows you will be blackballed if you say anything," he wrote. 
"If you do not toe the line in junior hockey, you are made to be an 
outsider. Those are the unwritten rules. I believe that by telling my story, 
others will realize they are not alone… I believe this case will allow for 
decades of secrets to be revealed. I know that by telling my story, I have 
come a long way in healing. I hope others will see it the same way." 

Hammett said during an interview with TSN on Wednesday that he 
worked as a scout for the WHL’s Portland Winterhawks for two seasons, 
with the team reimbursing him for expenses. Hammett said he ended that 
relationship in 2017 because he needed to have surgery. 

He said he took up a volunteer scouting assignment in Alberta in 2019 
with the St. Louis Blues. Hammett said Bill Armstrong, then the Blues 
assistant general manager, told him that the NHL team would consider 
him for a full-time position if Hammett proved himself. 

“I filed seven or eight scouting reports for the Blues and it was going 
great,” Hammett said. “Then in October 2020, after my story came out, 
Armstrong told me not to send him any more reports.” 

Armstrong is now the Arizona Coyotes general manager and said via a 
Coyotes spokesman that Hammett had reached out to him when he 
worked with St. Louis to ask about a scouting opportunity with the team. 

“As I’ve done with several scouting candidates in the past, I asked him to 
scout a few junior games for me and send some reports to assess his 
ability,” Armstrong said. “I was informed that at one Western Hockey 
League game, he signed in as a representative of the Blues. This was 
the reason why I ended our relationship. I was not aware of any 
allegations with the CHL at that time.” 

Lawyers for plaintiffs in the proposed class action lawsuit have also 
asked the court to order the CHL to turn over an independent report on 
abuse in major junior hockey. The report, written by abuse survivor and 
ex-NHLer Sheldon Kennedy, former New Brunswick premier Camille 
Theriault, and former Canadian women’s Olympic hockey team head 
coach Daniele Sauvageau, was commissioned by the CHL last summer 
but has not been released to the public. 

Lawyers for the plaintiffs have also asked the court for permission to 
subpoena Kennedy, Theriault, and Sauvageau. 

CHL President Dan MacKenzie wrote that the CHL plans to make the 
report public "in the coming month." 

"As the matter is before the courts we are not going to get into a debate 
about the inaccuracies in the plaintiffs' materials, except to tell you that 
we stand behind the evidence of our affiants," MacKenzie wrote in an 
email to TSN. 

Hammett emailed the WHL on June 20, 2020, detailing his abuse. His 
email has also been filed in court. 

“What would propel a rookie on a WHL team playing on the #1 line who 
lived, breathed and dreamed of playing in the NHL to get off the bus after 
8 WHL games and return to his hometown team … when every NHL 
Scout in the world was watching every game?” Hammett wrote in his 
email to the WHL. “I will tell you. Sexual and physical abuse I personally 
suffered in 1981-82 during my time with the WHL Billings Bighorns and 
1982-83 with the WHL Nanaimo Islanders would be the answer. 

“The abuse transformed me from a driven, happy, engaged young man 
and a solid NHL hockey prospect into a black mass of anger, [untrusting] 
of people, self-isolation and alcohol abuse… In 1981 while on a road trip 
I was attacked in the team hotel room by my two roommates/linemates, 
one is a current GM in the WHL the other a [well known] hockey school 
owner operator and brother of a member of the Hockey Hall of Fame…” 

He detailed the alleged assault in his June 2020 email to the WHL. 

“The abuse occurred while I was unfolding the rookie cot, I was attacked 
and pinned down face first by the two assailants, my hands at my side 
with one assailant kneeling on each of my shoulder with his crotch 
against the back of my head and the second assailant sitting on my 
upper back. 

“I was pinned helpless and unable to move, my face was pushed into the 
mattress the only way to breathe was to move my head from side to side 
to get a gasp of air. The first assailant sitting on my shoulders removed 
his penis from his pants and proceeded to slap his penis off the side of 
my face when I attempted to get air while both assailants laughed saying 
‘not so tough now hey rookie…’ ” 

In 1982, the WHL franchise in Billings moved to Nanaimo. 

Hammett wrote that during training camp he witnessed the same two 
assailants assaulting several rookie players after making them strip 
naked. 

“…(A) line had been placed on the floor with tape and a hockey lace was 
attached to each rookie’s penis and they were being forced to pull the 
other [over] the tape line. I immediately intervened with physical force 
against the assailants and stated firmly, ‘this shit stops now and I’m not 
pinned down this time.’ ” 

Later that season, Hammett said he was assaulted while coming out of 
the dressing room by the same two players who were joined by two more 
attackers. 

“The assailants immediately put a sock over my head from behind, taped 
it around my neck and punched me repeatedly in the ribs and thighs until 
I fell to the ground,” Hammett wrote. 

“Once beaten to the ground my arms were held out to the side by two 
assailants standing on them and I was taped to a hockey stick behind my 
head crucifixion style. I was then dragged across the room by the hockey 
stick into the shower where the water was turned on scalding hot, a 
hockey lace was put on my penis and a coat rack was dragged into the 
shower, the lace was thrown over the rack and the other end was 
attached to my ankle…” 

Hammett wrote he was left in the shower for more than an hour until the 
tape was soft enough to break free, “…all the while as my leg lowered it 
pulled my penis to the point of bleeding and tearing the skin.” 

TSN is not naming the alleged abusers because they have not been 
named in court documents. 

Hammett wrote in his email to the WHL that he abused alcohol for years 
because of the alleged abuse. 
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In his Nov. 26, 2021 affidavit, he wrote that after emailing the WHL, he 
spoke with WHL commissioner Ron Robison and WHL vice president 
Richard Doerksen on June 24, 2020. 

“Mr. Robison and Mr. Doerksen told me that they were conducting an 
internal investigation, but that the investigation would focus on potential 
threats to current players only,” Hammett wrote. “They told me that they 
would not investigate past abuses, such as mine, unless it impacted 
current player safety.” 

Hammett wrote that Robison and Doerksen told him that he could have 
an unredacted copy of a report on the findings of the league investigation 
into his allegations. 

“As the days passed, I became more and more offended by the fact that 
the WHL would not address the abuse I suffered in the early 1980s,” 
Hammett wrote. “I was astounded at how little regard they had for what 
impacted thousands of players’ lives.” 

Hammett wrote that on July 2, 2020, six days after his allegations were  

Published and broadcast by TSN and CTV, Robison emailed and told 
Hammett that the league would no longer involve him in its internal 
investigation. 

Robison confirmed that he emailed Hammett on July 2, 2020. 

"I reached out to Mr. Hammett, via email, to advise him that the WHL was 
prepared to investigate his allegations," Robison wrote in an email to 
TSN. "He was asked whether he would participate in the investigation 
and never responded to the WHL." 

But by the time Hammett received Robison's email, Hammett no longer 
trusted the league, he wrote in his affidavit. 

“I felt that the WHL would only consider my allegations as long as they 
were able to keep them secret,” Hammett wrote. “I felt that they were 
trying to control me and my story of abuse…” 

Hammett wrote that he received a letter on July 7, 2020, from an Alberta 
criminal defence attorney threatening him with litigation and accusing him 
of making defamatory accusations against his client, a former WHL 
player who was one of Hammett's teammates. 

“After receiving this letter, I knew that supporting this lawsuit was the 
right thing to do, and that I cannot be silenced by threats,” Hammett 
wrote in his Nov. 26 affidavit. 

Former NHL player Dan Carcillo is one of the representative plaintiffs in 
the proposed class action case and newly filed documents also detail his 
response to claims made by Ontario Hockey League Commissioner 
David Branch’s assertion that he was unaware of Carcillo’s abuse 
allegations until 2020. 

Carcillo played for the OHL’s Sarnia Sting starting in the summer of 2002 
when he was 17. He and approximately 12 other Sting rookies suffered 
“almost constant abuse for the entire 2002-03 season,” he has alleged. 

Carcillo has alleged that older Sting players abused younger teammates. 

“During showers, rookies were required to sit in the middle of the shower 
room naked while the older players urinated, spat saliva and tobacco 
chew on them,” Carcillo’s claim says. “At least once, the head coach 
walked into the shower room while this was occurring, laughed and 
walked out.” 

Carcillo has alleged rookies were repetitively hit on their bare buttocks 
with a sawed-off goalie stick, developing large welts and open sores. The 
injuries were so bad that players couldn’t sit down, even while attending 
local high school classes, he said. 

Branch, who was the CHL president from 1996 to 2019, wrote in a Nov. 
1, 2021, affidavit that he doesn’t remember speaking with Carcillo about 
abuse allegations. Branch wrote that he met with Carcillo in 2005 to 
discuss his on-ice behaviour after he was suspended several times in 
2004 while playing with Sarnia. 

“Hazing never came up at this meeting or any other meetings,” Branch 
wrote, adding that he only became aware of Carcillo’s hazing allegations 
when Carcillo in June, 2020 began posting about them on Twitter. 

In a Nov. 26 affidavit, Carcillo called Branch’s evidence “false.” 

Carcillo wrote that he went public with detailed allegations of abuse in 
late 2018 and that his story was national news across both the United 
States and Canada. 

“My teammates corroborated my story and shared their own stories of 
abuse, which was also reported on by the press,” Carcillo wrote. “Branch 
even publicly apologized in 2018. “In my view, his sworn statement that 
he was not aware of my abuse until I commenced this lawsuit in 2020 is 
preposterous and reflects the ongoing culture of silence in junior hockey.” 
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