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Carolina Hurricanes remain ‘upbeat’ and focused on improving after losing 5 of last 6 

By Chip Alexander 

Derek Stepan was the first on the ice Friday, as if eager to 
get started, eager to get back in the Carolina Hurricanes 
lineup. 

Stepan was soon followed by Nino Niederreiter, who 
grabbed a bucket of pucks, set up shop in a circle and 
started firing shots. Soon, Brady Skjei, Andrei Svechnikov 
and others were out and ready for the Canes’ practice at 
PNC Arena. 

What does a team do when it has lost five of its last six 
games? In the Canes’ case, they throw on their gear and go 
back to work. They prepare for Saturday’s home game 
against the Buffalo Sabres, putting a stinging 3-2 loss to the 
Ottawa Senators behind them. On to the next thing. 

“I liked it. We had a good day, guys were upbeat,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday. “They should be, really. 
Yeah, things haven’t gone our way, but they played really 
hard and certainly well enough to win all these games we’ve 
lost. There’s a lot of positives, and we’ve got to somehow 
just forget about what’s been going on here and keep the 
good things we’ve been doing and move forward.” 

The Canes had 49 shots against the Senators and another 
37 attempts that were either blocked or missed the net. That 
was a lot of rubber flying at Sens goalie Anton Forsberg, who 
finished with a career-high 47 saves. 

“If we were losing and playing like crap, we have major 
issues,” Brind’Amour said. “But I feel like we’re right there, 
doing so many great things. I feel like it’s just a matter of time 
before pucks starting going in and we’re in great shape.” 

The Canes (15-6-1) were without forward Jordan Martinook 
at practice. Martinook was injured Thursday during the 
Ottawa game and in some serious pain on the bench before 
being taken back to the treatment room. 

Brind’Amour said Martinook continued to be medically 
evaluated Friday. Stepan, who has been a healthy extra the 

past five games, could slot back into the lineup Saturday and 
was used on a line with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Svechnikov 
in Friday’s practice. 

Close to returning is defenseman Ethan Bear, who has been 
sidelined the past six games after being placed in COVID-19 
protocol on Nov. 22. Bear took part in the morning skate 
Thursday and went through practice Friday, rotating in and 
out of defensive pairings. 

Bear spent 10 days in quarantine in a California hotel after 
testing positive for coronavirus. He said he has “no idea” how 
he contracted the virus. 

“Honestly, I feel pretty good,” Bear said Friday. “I thought it 
would be a little worse coming out of quarantine, but I’ve had 
a couple of practices under me and feel good. 

“Quarantine is what it is. Ten days in a hotel room is not the 
greatest thing in the world. I’m happy it’s over with.” 

Bear said he did little during his quarantine time but 
FaceTime friends and family, keep up with the Canes games 
and “try” to stay in shape as best he could. 

“It’s as boring as it sounds,” he said. 

Defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo remain in 
COVID protocol and will miss more games, even though 
Brind’Amour said both have had “zero symptoms from day 
one.” 

“That’s frustrating for their part,” he said. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Buffalo Sabres 

When: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-999.9 FM 
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What to make of the Hurricanes’ slump: 3 reasons to panic and 3 reasons to chill 

By Sara Civian  

The Hurricanes’ franchise-record-breaking 9-0-0 streak to 
start the season was always going to come to an end — and 
when it did, a loss here or there obviously shouldn’t have 
been treated like the end of the world. You’re going to take a 
few L’s in an 82-game season. The important thing is to keep 
losing streaks to a minimum and bounce back quickly when 
they happen. 

And the Canes were doing a great job of that, following up 
any stray losses with wins, even starting their West Coast 
trip 3-0-0. 

Until now. Since that good start to the trip, Carolina has lost 
five of its past six games, including losses to struggling 
teams like the Stars (well, it was their fifth win in a row, but 
still, they were 6-7-2 before that stretch) and Senators. 

“The name of the game as a professional athlete is to win,” 
Ian Cole said after the loss in Dallas. “That’s it. That should 
be our only focus. We played well today, we had a lot of 
shots, we had a lot of Grade A (chances); we should have 
scored more goals. You know, X, Y, and Z, but we lost. So 
really, that’s all that matters. 

“We need to figure out ways to win, and we need to figure 
them out quick. We can’t let this continue to slide. It’s only 
going to hurt us in the long run.” 

And losing to the Senators in the game after you say that 
isn’t going to calm anyone down. 

So what’s happening? Is this merely a matter of the team’s 
three top right-handed defensemen — Ethan Bear, Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo — all being in the COVID-19 
protocol? Is it a case of bad bounces? Or are concerning 
trends developing? 

As usual, the answer is D, all of the above. And while a 15-6-
1 record isn’t anything to cry about, it’s also nothing to brag 
about when a hopeful Cup contender is sitting in third place 
in its division. There are enough negatives to worry fans and 
enough positives to be encouraged. Let’s get a dose of both. 

Three reasons to panic 

The power play 

The Hurricanes have gone 1-for-21 on the power play in their 
past eight games, the only score coming on Teuvo 
Teravainen’s 100th career goal that started a failed 
comeback effort Thursday. 

Sebastian Aho is ultra-competitive and hard on himself as it 
is, but you know it’s bad when I try to sort of throw a softball 
in a morning skate interview and he turns it into a grand 
slam. (I don’t know baseball — does this even make sense?) 

“What do you think is going on with the power play?” I asked 
Thursday. “Is it just bad bounces, or what?” 

“It’s not just that,” he said. “Sometimes it’s a little 
overthinking. Sometimes it’s looking for a chance that’s not 
there. We have to simplify that. I’m sure when we get one 
goal, we’ll get another one, then we’ll gain some confidence 
back and get back on track. We’ve been working on it, so I’m 
pretty sure it’s coming.” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour was just as honest. 

“Well, the last few games, it’s been really bad,” he said. “We 
didn’t score for a while before that, but it was actually not 
bad. And then now, guys were trying to do a little too much at 
times. A little too cute. Obviously, we’re missing a few guys 
now, so guys are in different spots. So it’s a little bit off. We’ll 
go back to basics here and hopefully turn that around.” 

It definitely improved Thursday night, with tons of shots on 
the doorstep and fewer tic-tac-toe passing attempts. 
According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes had 15 shot 
attempts and six high-danger attempts on their four power-
play opportunities. That’s a stark improvement from the 
hesitancy we’d been seeing previously. It was also reflective 
of the overall game, a high-volume approach we’ve seen 
making a comeback with the Canes recently. 

The Canes outshot the Senators 49-20 overall, and take a 
look at this heat map. 

“The guys played hard,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “I 
don’t really have much to say. It’s tough. It’s kind of felt like 
during this last two-week stretch we’re playing as good of 
hockey as we can play. Tonight we did everything right but 
didn’t get the win.” 

The bounces that led to Senators goals were strange. The 
Canes got back into their groove on the power play, but still 
… 

‘Good hockey,’ tough results 

Is playing “good hockey” and still not winning a good sign or 
a bad sign? I guess you could make the case either way, but 
I’m looking at a 3-2 loss to the flailing Senators and I don’t 
think it’s necessarily a good thing. 

At the beginning of the season, there were some games the 
Canes didn’t necessarily deserve to win but managed to take 
because of pure skill — and maybe some luck. Sometimes it 
was Freddie Andersen making a save he wasn’t expected to. 
Sometimes it was the scoring depth of the Canes coming 
through when needed. Now it’s sort of the opposite. The 
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team is maybe playing harder, outshooting opponents but 
struggling to find that skillful magic. 

The Canes only had one goal per game in losses to San 
Jose, Seattle and Dallas and two against the Capitals and 
the Senators. As mentioned, they outshot Ottawa 49-20, and 
they outshot the Stars 40-17. We’ve all seen how exhausting 
it is to outshoot your opponents to death with nothing to 
show for it. You don’t want that to take a hit on the overall 
team confidence, which was off the charts before this slump. 

That’s the thing about playing well and still losing. Jordan 
Staal said he’s gripping his stick so hard it’s going to turn into 
a twig. They can’t let it get to them too much. 

Who is scoring? 

The Hurricanes really need more out of secondary scorers 
like Staal, Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas. 

While the captain, Staal, isn’t necessarily relied on to score, 
he tends to show up in these moments and hasn’t. He has 
one assist in the past five games, that coming in the win 
against the Flyers. He was back on track with a 72 faceoff 
percentage against Ottawa, but he went 27 percent against 
Dallas. 

Necas, meanwhile, has been trying to do too much on the 
power play. It’s good that the effort is there, and Necas at his 
best is an absolute game-breaker, but he needs to find a way 
to contribute when he’s not at his best. He’s had no goals 
and two assists in the past five games, and Trocheck has 
gone completely cold. 

Three reasons to chill 

There’s something to blame 

The absence of DeAngelo, Pesce and Bear isn’t the full 
reason the Canes are dropping these games, and the 
problems started a bit before Pesce and DeAngelo entered 
the COVID-19 protocol. But losing those players is still huge. 
While many of the opposition goals during this time have 
been on weird bounces, you look at the plays that led to 
them and there are severe, uncharacteristic defensive 
lapses. Take the lost footrace on Ottawa’s first goal, for 
example. That’ll happen when your top three right shots are 
out. 

Not to mention, both power-play quarterbacks are out, 
including DeAngelo, who is third in the team in scoring and 

first in assists, with 15. Losing DeAngelo is going to make a 
gigantic difference in offense and on the power play, and 
losing Pesce will do the same on the back end. 

You have Jaccob Slavin out here playing a career-high 29:30 
— nearly half the hockey game. He’s going to be a little tired. 

There’s comfort in knowing there’s a solution to at least part 
of the problem, and the Canes will obviously get those three 
huge contributors back eventually. 

Moving in the right direction 

There was clear improvement, to me, in the Ottawa game as 
compared with the Dallas game and the several losses prior. 
Against Ottawa, the Hurricanes got the net-front presence 
from Seth Jarvis and so many others that’s been lacking. Of 
course, Ottawa is a lesser team than Dallas, so you don’t 
want to give too much credit for this. But it’s better than 
trending totally in the wrong direction. 

“I don’t really know what to tell you. I can’t say much,” 
Brind’Amour said after the loss to the Senators. “There’s 
certainly nothing negative in this game other than the score, 
and unfortunately that’s the biggest thing. We did everything 
we could. We should have gotten a couple in the first. That 
was a great period, and we’re down one. That’s tough. The 
power play was great tonight. We were on them for the last 
couple games, and those guys responded. We only got the 
one, but I liked everything we were doing.” 

It’s a start on the way back to confidence. 

Sometimes stuff just happens 

The Canes have certainly been running into hot goalies 
recently, and sometimes things happen. You’ve seen some 
of these weird bounces. As tough as it is to watch a string of 
losses snowball into five losses in six games, you have to 
look a bit deeper than that. There have been defensive 
lapses — and three key defensemen are out. There have 
been power-play struggles, but that’ll happen throughout the 
season. 

If you’re ready to throw the 9-0-0 start out the window 
because of this recent slump, I think you should also 
consider that this stretch could be just as flukey. The truth is 
probably somewhere in the middle.
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NHL power rankings: We regret to inform everyone that we have a new No. 1. The Toronto 
Maple Leafs are here 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn  

Welcome back to the Power Rankings. We’re happy to have 
you. 

Our original plan for a theme this week? An NHL-specific 
version of Spotify Unwrapped. We bailed on that upon the 
realization that a) it’d probably take days and b) we didn’t 
actually have any ideas beyond the concept. Whoops! 

That’s fine, though — turns out we didn’t need something 
flashy. The team at the top is more than enough of a hook. 

The tiebreaker this week? Good ol’ point totals. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 17-6-1 
Last Week: 3 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Dom: How do you feel about this one? 

Sean: I said something similar after they made their last 
jump: If there was any way to get out of this, I’d find it. They 
just went 3-0-0 while outscoring their opponents 14-4, 
though. What was I supposed to do? I enjoyed having them 
lower than you for this long, but it was also, at the time, 
actually aligned with my real opinion. Now … what? Grasp 
for straws on their expected goal share from the past week, 
when it was really only their luck flipping back to not-terrible? 
Couldn’t bring myself to do it. 

Dom: There’s no way, this team is inevitable in the way they 
can drive up hope. Just when you think it’s all apathy until 
they actually do a damn thing in the playoffs, they suck you 
back in with wins in 15 of 17 games. This 
team feels different. But I’m also a sucker so I could be 
wrong. Again. 

Sean: Who is this “you”? 

Dom: It me. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 16-4-3 
Last Week: 1 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Pretty ho-hum week for the Panthers. They’re good, 
and we’ve talked about them at length. It’s worth focusing on 
a couple of their centers. Joe Thornton, more than likely, is 
about to stop his climb up the NHL’s all-time points list. 
Unless he can scrape together 67 more to pass Raymond 
Bourque, he’s going to be No. 12. Not bad. Also, Eetu 
Luostarinen scored his seventh goal of the season on 
Tuesday and is fifth among Panthers’ forwards in expected 
goals share. Not a bad return in the Vincent Trocheck deal. 

Dom: I remember at the start of the year my model thought 
Luostarinen was terrible because he looked dreadful 
offensively over the past two years. Nice to see him figuring 
things out and nice to see my model still doesn’t have the 

“plays for Panthers equals better than expected” thing 
figured out. Add it to the list featuring Sam Bennett, Brandon 
Montour, Alex Wennberg, Carter Verhaeghe and Anthony 
Duclair, I guess. 

Also, let’s maybe not make a habit of going down 4-1 first, 
yeah? Two straight comeback wins down 4-1 is cool and all, 
but it’s even cooler to… not do that in the first place! 

Sean: Then they were down three again, and came 
back again. I actually think that’s very cool. 

3. Washington Capitals 

Record: 14-4-6 
Last Week: 4 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Really funny sub-headline on NHL.com after the Caps’ 
Wednesday loss to the (?) Blackhawks: Ovechkin doesn’t 
score. Now, I know his next one will be 750, and his next one 
on the power play will set the record. That’s big stuff. People 
care. But the fact that a hockey player not scoring says 
something pretty special, regardless of the context, about 
that hockey player. 

This is heresy, but … imagine what Ovechkin would have 
done had he played with this version of Evgeny Kuznetsov 
for his whole career. Or just for a season when he was, like, 
24. Anyway, he had four goals this week. 

Dom: I don’t know, 24-year-old Ovechkin played with a pretty 
good center back then. Nicklas Backstrom, ever heard of 
him? Had 68 assists and 101 points that year? Seems okay. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record:14-4-5  
Last Week: 5 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Yesterday I released my first edition of awards watch 
and it’s a fun one if you’re a Calgary fan because there’s a 
Flame in the running for almost every award. Johnny 
Gaudreau is in the Hart conversation. Rasmus Andersson 
won’t be a Norris contender by any means, but he’s been 
excellent so far. Jacob Markstrom is definitely one of the 
Vezina front-runners. And with the way the top line has been 
playing at five-on-five, Elias Lindholm might sneak his way 
onto some Selke Trophy ballots. And that doesn’t even cover 
that Darryl Sutter has to be the top candidate to win coach of 
the year. Everything is going well for the Flames and they 
just rattled off another win against the Kings. This team is 
built to go deep. 

Sean: The Penguins broadcast team hasn’t gotten to see 
Markstrom all that much in his career. Earlier this week, Bob 
Errey — a few times — basically said, “Wow, this guy is big 
and good.” It’s true. Very big, very good. Johnny Gaudreau? 
Very small, very good. I really enjoy watching this team play. 

5. Minnesota Wild 
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Record: 16-6-1 
Last Week: 10 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 5 

Sean: We talk about Kirill Kaprizov a lot here. That’s fine! 
He’s fun! But, uh, Ryan Hartman has 13 goals. He had 10 
shots against the Devils on Wednesday night. A lot of those 
are off Kaprizov feeds, but the dude is still at 84 shots on the 
year already. I’m not sure he’s going to keep up the 46-goal 
pace, but that’s solid output. 

Dom: I remember opening night for the Blackhawks in 2017 
and they routed the Penguins 10-1. Hartman had a five-point 
night and I was sure he was going to be a star for them. It’s 
taken a while, but he’s finally putting it all together. He and 
Joel Eriksson Ek make up a decent one-two punch down the 
middle. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 13-5-4 
Last Week: 7 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Victor Hedman, mad as all hell that he took the penalty 
that led to St. Louis’s tying goal Thursday night, did that thing 
only the best of the best in this league can do: took over. He 
answered back, scoring the go-ahead goal and then added 
insurance soon after to make it 4-2. Last year was an off 
year by his standards, but he’s back on his bullshit again. 
Against the Blues he had two goals, one assist, a 75 percent 
expected goals rate and was plus two on the night. Not bad. 
He might be adding another Norris Trophy to his collection if 
he keeps this up. 

Sean: How about that first one he put past poor Ville Husso? 
I believe I heard on the Blues broadcast that it was 98.7 
mph. Husso, they said, has a good glove hand. All he did 
was wave goodbye to the puck once it was in the net. 
Honestly, aren’t you kind of glad Hedman is himself again? 
We both were expecting the bounceback. It’s a good 
reminder that guys play hurt, and it affects their output. 

Dom: Definitely. He’s a treat to watch and the league is 
better when the best players are at their best. 

7. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 16-5-0 
Last Week: 9 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The Oilers are 16-5-0 and owners of the best points 
percentage in hockey. Naturally, we have them… seventh. 
Remember, these aren’t the Power Standings. While this 
team is an absolute wagon on the power play and has been 
getting great results on the penalty kill, those five-on-five 
numbers are very paper-tigery. The team is not only at 49 
percent for expected goals, but actual goals too. When fully 
healthy they should be fine, with special teams capable of 
carrying them to a strong record — but it’s hard to get as 
excited about them as the other teams. That record is going 
to come down unless they get their even-strength game in 
shape. 

Sean: Are you suuuure these aren’t the power standings? I 
noticed that the team with the most wins is in the top spot. 
But yeah, I think Edmonton’s 5-2 win against the Penguins 
was them in a nutshell. They largely got sewered at even 
strength — less than 35 percent of the expected goals — but 
Connor McDavid set up a couple rush goals by Zach Hyman 
and added one of his own. Easy peasy. They’re fun, if 
nothing else. 

Dom: Frankly, it should’ve been three goals for Hyman. The 
fans already threw the hats on the ice, there shouldn’t be any 
take-backs after that. 

Sean: At Mellon Arena a million years ago, my friend tried to 
throw his hat and came up a solid 50 feet short of the ice. 
Didn’t get it back either. Tragic. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 15-6-1 
Last Week: 2 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

Sean: Here’s a funny tweet! 

We were ready to have the Canes in the three spot, despite 
coming into the Sens game 1-3-1 in their last five. Then they 
lost. To the Sens. Who’d lost the previous night to the 
Canucks 6-2. I don’t care that the Hurricanes outshot Ottawa 
49-20. They still lost. To the Sens. Five-point deduction. 

Dom: Going to use this as an opportunity to shill for my own 
betting guide, where you’ll get ridiculous advice like “bet on 
Ottawa coming off a back-to-back against Carolina.” I’m still 
amazed the Senators won any game, let alone against the 
Hurricanes. 

Carolina is dealing with some serious injury and COVID 
issues right now, so the team deserves some slack, but 
we’ve been looking for a reason to drop the Canes for a bit. 
Their early record didn’t feel like a true reflection and this 
recent stretch feels like a needed correction. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record:  14-4-3 
Last Week: 12 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

Dom: Things can sneak up on you in this league, like the 
Rangers being tied for third in points percentage with the 
Hurricanes and 8-2-0. For a long while, we didn’t think much 
of them because it felt like a team being carried by elite 
goaltending, but lately they’ve been getting that plus solid 
play at five-on-five. The team is turning things around and 
over their last seven games (arbitrary endpoint to make them 
look better, sorry) have the highest expected goals rate in 
the league at 62 percent. Pair that with Igor Shesterkin and 
this team can really cook. The problem is… so can so many 
other teams this season. Maybe the Rangers deserve to be 
higher, but it’s hard to justify with so many teams playing 
such good hockey right now. 

Sean: Yeah, I know they’re at No. 9 again, but they’re 
trending upward. We both wanted to see more from them at 
five-on-five — anything, really — and they’ve been 
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delivering. If this keeps up, they’re gonna move. Shesterkin, 
by the way, had about 2 goals saved above expected 
Wednesday … but not quite. 

10. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 12-7-1 
Last Week: 6 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Ooh, readers, the kid was sweating when the Avs 
were tied with the Canadiens on Thursday, let me tell you. 
Kind of a weird week for the team we continually assume will 
win 95 percent of the games they play. Middling record (2-2-
0), middling output (8 goals for, 11 against at 5-on-5), 
middling process (47.99 expected goals share) … whatever, 
though. Nathan MacKinnon is back. 

Dom: I was at their game Wednesday against the Leafs 
expecting a heavyweight tilt. I… did not get that. One game 
shouldn’t change minds completely about what a team is, 
and I think Colorado will go on a run in short order — but the 
Avalanche just didn’t look anywhere near as strong as I 
expected them to. Maybe we should’ve made fun of the 
Pacific Division more last season. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Record: 12-8-0 
Last Week: 8 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 12 

Sean: “So we basically agree on the Bruins, yeah? At some 
point, they’re going to either play up to our opinion of them, 
or their issues are going to cause a legit drop. I’d feel better 
about the 10-point gap in their expected/actual goals rate if 
they were getting anything from someone other than Patrice 
Bergeron/Brad Marchand/David Pastrnak/Charlie McAvoy. 
They came into Thursday with Charlie Coyle and Taylor Hall 
at 11 points, then Jake DeBrusk — he of the trade request — 
at seven. Something needs to give.” 

I wrote that before Boston beat Nashville 2-0. They won 
behind goals from DeBrusk and Brandon Carlo and 36 saves 
by Jeremy Swayman, plenty of them big. So … secondary 
scoring and goaltending. Just as I expected. Swayman has 
been at .926 or better in five of his last seven starts. That’s 
interesting. 

Dom: I still believe in Swayman. Maybe not as The Guy, but 
he certainly should be getting the majority of the starts here. 
The forward depth? I’m a lot more iffy about that, and that’s 
why I’d be skeptical about the team’s finishing improving all 
that much. Past the top line and Hall, that’s a below-average 
forward group ,and it doesn’t help that Craig Smith is 
showing his age. He was great in his first season as a Bruin, 
but he has just two goals and five points in 15 games and 
has been rather poor at five-on-five. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 10-8-5 
Last Week: 11 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Sidney Crosby has six points in his last four games 
and his scoring chance share is starting to turn around in a 
big way too. Evgeni Malkin should (?) be back soon and that 
should mean a Penguins team that’s finally at full force. The 
team’s record isn’t sterling right now, but it’s coming. They’re 
seventh in expected goals percentage with a hobbled lineup. 

Sean: Patrice Bergeron started Thursday as the leading 
Canadian forward in expected goal share at 65.92. Second? 
Why, Evan Rodrigues, of course. The “ERod for Team 
Canada” push starts … NOW. Dude is swaggering around 
the ice. Never thought I’d see it. 

But yeah, shout to ol’ JFresh on this one for doing the work 
for us. The Penguins’ process is great, but the goal totals 
haven’t lined up. Is that because of bad luck or bad finishing? 
Kinda feels like both. It’s something to watch. 

Dom: Mark Donk and Buzz Flibbet can only do so much. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 12-8-3 
Last Week: 14 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Kinda feels like we’re going to be watching Jordan 
Kyrou for a while, yeah? 

We’re far enough into the season to say stuff like “Jordan 
Kyrou has more points than Auston Matthews” and have it 
land, at least a little bit. 

Dom: Wow, that was certainly news to me. I knew he was 
hot, but didn’t know it was to that degree. Now let’s just take 
a quick look at how much ice-time he’s getting… 

Ah, 16:28, that’s the good stuff. 

If you want to know how absurd that is, it’s the lowest 
average time-on-ice in the salary cap era for a point-per-
game forward. Only two others, Thomas Vanek in 2006-07 
and Andy MacDonald in 2005-06, have been below 17 
minutes. Play the kid! 

Sean: No joke, I saved the ice-time stat to use in this space, 
after you said whatever you wanted to say. Should’ve known. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Record: 12-7-2 
Last Week: 20 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Know how I just mentioned Patrice Bergeron and 
Evan Rodrigues? They are, indeed, the xG kings of Canada 
… but not North America. Come on down, Jason Robertson. 
He scored 1:08 into Thursday’s game for the Stars, which … 

He added another one shortly thereafter. Now, he’s over a 
point per game. That line — Robertson/Roope Hintz/Joe 
Pavelski — is something else, as Saad Yousef wrote 
recently. I don’t think the Stars are going to, like, win 
anything particularly important, but those guys are enough to 
make me wonder the teeniest bit. Also, maybe put Robertson 
on the U.S. Olympic team. It’s an eight-point week! 
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Dom: The underlying numbers were exceptional to start the 
season, but the pucks weren’t going in. Now they are and 
that line looks unstoppable. That’s a top 10 line league-wide 
and that might be enough to carry this team into the playoffs. 
They may even be a dark horse again, though, like Boston. 
depth is a huge concern. Maybe those no-name guys like 
Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn and Alex Radulov can pick up the 
pace. 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 13-8-3 
Last Week: 17 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 14 

Dom: I think it’s safe to say no one expected this from the 
Ducks. They were a consensus bottom-five team with 
seemingly little hope, and they just keep hanging around. 
And I think it might actually be sustainable? Their playoff 
chances have clicked up just above 50 percent, and they’re 
now an above average possession team. Combine that with 
John Gibson looking like himself again and this is a playoff 
team. 

Sean: They just beat the Golden Knights for the fourth time 
in 22 tries on Wednesday. The game — 6-5, but the Ducks 
never trailed — was insane, too. They’re filling it up (3.33 
goals per game, sixth in the league) and they’re doing it in a 
bunch of different ways. Against Vegas, they got three goals 
from D-men and three from the Trevor Zegras/Sonny Milano 
combo. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 12-10-1 
Last Week: 19 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 16 

Sean: Did you know Mikael Granlund led the Preds in points, 
with 25? Because I don’t think I did. Not a bad week for them 
— except for the thing we’ll talk about in a second. I kind of 
liked their game against the Bruins. Granlund didn’t have any 
points, though. Nobody on Nashville did, in fact. 

Dom: I did know that, because Predators fans have been 
tweeting me telling me how dumb I am for my Granlund 
contract takes from the summer. And they’re right. He’s been 
amazing, finally looking like the guy they thought they were 
getting from Minnesota. 

Sean: He’s putting them in the Dallas class for me — I’m 
pretty sure they’re not going to do anything all that relevant, 
and they probably should think about blowing the whole thing 
up, but … they’re interesting. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 12-10-0 
Last Week: 13 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 18 

Dom: Last week we mused that it wouldn’t be long until 
Vegas found its way into the top 10. Welp. So much for that. 
The Golden Knights lost their next two games and continue 
to just not look like themselves. Once Jack Eichel and 

William Karlsson come back this will all be moot, but this first 
quarter has still been super disappointing for them. 

Sean: Before I caught some of Knights-Ducks, I thought 
Shea Theodore was still hurt. Nope! He’s got to get back on 
track, but that’s in line with the rest of the team’s “just wait a 
while longer” approach, at the moment. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 10-8-4 
Last Week: 15 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 17 

Sean: If you ever want an example of how stupid hockey can 
be, just look at the Jets’ last two games. Example A: The 
Flames out-attempt them 56-29 and win expected goal share 
67-33 … Jets win. Example B: Winnipeg outshoots Arizona 
46-15 and has 75 percent of both the scoring chances and 
expected goals … Coyotes win. Throw in some good weeks 
elsewhere, and it was enough to drop them a bit. 

Dom: At some point the team’s power play has to do… 
literally anything. Over the last three seasons they’re eighth 
in goals-per-60 at 8.3. This year they’re 22nd at 7.1. Same 
expected goal rate though, so maybe they start heating up 
soon in time to return to their natural state: 13th in the power 
rankings. 

19. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 12-9-3 
Last Week: 25 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Dom: No team has won me more money this year than the 
Red Wings — not even the Wild. So I unequivocally love 
them more than any other team right now. They’re better 
than people are giving them credit for as the team’s trifecta 
of rookies have done a great job plugging some massive 
holes. It might not be enough to make the playoffs in a deep 
East, but it’s a start to something good. 

Sean: You saying “it might not be enough to make the 
playoffs” implies that it also … might be enough to make the 
playoffs. It’s not. The Red Wings are not going to make the 
playoffs. But — BUT — they’re probably the fifth-best team in 
the Atlantic, and the bottom of the Metro is a crater. Looks 
like a four-playoff-team division over there. So … yeah, 
maybe the Red Wings can make the playoffs. 

20. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 9-8-4 
Last Week: 18 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

Sean: The biggest news of the week for the Devils? The 
Preds released a jersey that was somehow worse than the 
Jersey jersey. Congrats to the entire state. 

Dom: Did Martin Brodeur design that one too? 

Sean: David Poile did, oddly enough. I laughed out loud 
when I saw you tweet Jack Hughes’ comparables after his 
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contract extension. “IT’S NOT ME. IT’S THE MODEL. STOP 
YELLING AT ME. YELL AT THE MODEL INSTEAD.” 

Dom: A lot of people seem to think me and the model are 
one in the same, a singular entity, so I had to throw in things 
like “ooooo look at this, he might be as good as Brayden 
Point or Sebastian Aho one day” to soften the blow. I don’t 
know, I don’t think it should be too surprising a guy with 55 
career points in 121 games wouldn’t exactly be seen as an 
$8 million guy. I’m sure the leap is coming one day, I do 
believe that, it’s just tough to gauge based on what he’s 
shown so far. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 12-9-0 
Last Week: 16 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: Oh how the mighty have fallen, back to where the 
prophetic power rankings had them all along. Be careful what 
you wish for fans who hope to see their team ranked higher 
— for if it is not earned, they will soon face a harsh reality. 
That’s three straight losses for the Blue Jackets now and 
though 12-9-0 is still a great record, it feels like this early run 
will be a high point for Columbus. It may just be all downhill 
from here. 

Sean: Ducks fans begged for their team to be shown respect 
— and since they were pure of heart, their request was 
returned tenfold. People of Central Ohio: Let this be a lesson 
to you. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 13-9-1 
Last Week: 22 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 22 

Sean: We’ve mentioned it in passing, but, uh, is Erik 
Karlsson good again? He’s got 12 points and an expected 
goal share of 57. Based on what I saw of him on Wednesday 
night he’s not, like, 2013 vintage, but … he looks good. And 
that was before he scored the game-winner. San Jose has 
won five of six. 

Dom: Ya boy has him in the Norris Trophy running based on 
his early season play. He may in fact be good again which is 
another treat for us. Few players were more fun to watch 
than 2010’s Karlsson. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 9-9-4 
Last Week: 24 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Sean: Did you forget that Alex Edler played for the Kings? I 
kinda did. He scored against the Flames, and I was like, “Ah 
yes, that’s right.” 

Dom: No, but maybe that’s why the Canucks have sucked so 
much this year. He’s been really solid for the Kings this year. 

Sean: Yep, definitely knew that. Pretty nondescript week for 
the third-best California team. 

24. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 8-13-2 
Last Week: 26 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: Horrible news for the Kraken — they’re going to have 
to keep playing Philipp Grubauer. Just when it seemed like 
Chris Driedger was getting a foothold in net — two straight 
starts, two straight wins — he got hurt. Maybe that’s why 
Grubauer started 16 of the first 19 games; Dave Hakstol 
simply knew something like this would happen. 

Dom: The Kraken are a new team so it’s hard to say what 
their Brand is yet, but it feels like going 3-1-0 against the 
Capitals, Hurricanes, Lightning and Panthers only to lose to 
Detroit is extremely Kraken. Regardless, they’re 4-1-1 over 
the last two weeks — maybe that winning stretch against 
some of the league’s best teams will be the springboard to a 
surge up the standings. Losing Driedger doesn’t help with 
that though. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 8-12-2 
Last Week: 27 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 25 

Dom: The Blackhawks keep hanging around in the Derek 
King era and are now 7-3-0 under the interim coach. Forget 
that they’ve been out-chanced at five-on-five in seven of 
those games — just win, baby. That’s all that matters. 

It is great to see Marc-Andre Fleury back playing up to his 
usual level. He dug a pretty deep hole early in the season 
but has played really well of late to bring his stats up to 
normal. His .914 and minus-1.6 goals saved above expected 
isn’t quite up to his Vezina form from last season, but he’s 
getting there. 

Sean: Yeah, he started the night with a .952 save 
percentage under King, then stopped 25 of 28 against the 
Caps. Good for him. I think this is closer to what we expected 
from the on-ice portion of the Blackhawks’ season back in 
September, yeah? Not a great 5-on-5 team — terrible, in fact 
— but good enough to score some timely goals, ride Fleury’s 
hot streaks and stay relevant. It just started too late for them. 
Oh well! 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 8-9-4 
Last Week: 21 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Dom: As it turns out, depending on Carter Hart to bail you 
out every night is not a strategy conducive to a successful 
season — even if he’s back to playing like a top-tier goalie. 
The Flyers are on an ugly 0-6-1 stretch as they regress 
closer to where they should be. Philadelphia remains 30th in 
expected goals rate and now has a 45 percent actual goals 
rate to match expectations. The Flyers need Ryan Ellis back 
badly. He won’t right this ship completely, but the defence is 
a horror show without him — especially Ivan Provorov who 
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can’t seem to handle the rigors of top pair minutes without a 
capable partner. 

Sean: This quote from Alain Vigneault after Wednesday’s 4-1 
loss to the Rangers made me laugh. 

Yeah, dude? What tipped you off? I know nobody wants to 
pay salaries for fired coaches at the moment, but it really 
feels like something has to give here. Am I saying that 
because I predicted that he’d be the first coach fired at the 
start of the season? Who knows. 

27. New York Islanders 

Record: 5-10-3 
Last Week: 23 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 

Dom: It’s over. This team is cooked. Done. Mathew Barzal 
scored 1:04 into their game against the Sharks Thursday and 
the team said, okay, nice, one goal… that should be enough, 
right? The Islanders are averaging 1.83 goals-per-game this 
season which is as many as Arizona. That’s bad! 

Sean: Six goals in their last eight games! The weirdest part is 
that Brock Nelson, somehow, has nine overall. That’s more 
than 28 percent of their total. For scale, Alex Ovechkin has 
scored 23 percent of the Capitals’ goals. Total disaster. 
Every time I see Barzal, I wonder if he’s playing his way off 
the Canadian Olympic roster. 

Dom: I think he’ll make it. We’ll see him play with actually 
good forwards and think “wow, this guy is unbelievable” and 
that will sadly only last a couple weeks before he has to 
return home to this mess. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 8-14-2 
Last Week: 30 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Sean: Hey, we can say something nice about the Canucks 
this week. I loved J.T. Miller going McDavid on the Sens. No 
extra points for the opponent, but whatever. 

Good for him. All **gestures to the northwest** that seems 
like it’s been tough on him. Naturally, he just popped up in 
trade rumors, and with one year/$5.25 million left on his deal, 
it makes sense. 

That is, until you remember — they’ve won two straight up 
there! Everything is fine! No changes! Don’t fire anyone! 

Dom: The bar is literally on the floor in Vancouver if a two-
game win streak against Ottawa and Montreal was enough 
to save some jobs. The writing has been on the wall for half 
a decade, folks. 

Sean: The writing was on Jim Benning’s phone, actually. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 8-12-3 
Last Week: 28 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

Dom: This was Dylan Cozens’s first primary assist of the 
season and boy did he make it count. 

Buffalo needs him to be a difference-maker for this rebuild 
redux to work out and plays like that have to give fans some 
hope he can be just that. Cozens has 14 points in 23 games, 
a solid 50-point pace. 

Sean: The Sabres were never going to be  good  but I’m a 
little bummed we didn’t get a longer run with Craig Anderson 
at the start of the season. He was solid enough to cover 
some warts and give them a chance. Dustin Tokarski and 
Aaron Dell have been … not that, with a combined .895 save 
percentage that’s 26 points sub-Anderson. Now Tokarski is 
in the COVID protocol and the Sabres have traded for 
Malcolm Subban, who was splitting time with two other guys 
with the Blackhawks’ AHL team. Tough. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 6-17-2 
Last Week: 29 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Sean: What is there to say about the Canadiens that hasn’t 
already been said in two languages? I thought Julian 
McKenzie did a good job of trying to explain why “Cole 
Caufield, fourth-liner” was a thing on Thursday night. I’d be 
more on board if the Habs’ recent track record with player 
development wasn’t so bad. But hey, Josh Anderson is hurt, 
so maybe that opened up a spot. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 5-16-2 
Last Week: 32 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: Congratulations to Arizona for squeaking out of the 
final spot thanks to a slightly more embarrassing on-ice 
product happening north of the border. After seriously 
struggling to do much of anything to start the season, the 
Coyotes are finally earning some wins to make their record 
look less bleak and they now sit 31st in points percentage. 
They’re 4-3-1 in their last eight, though some wins — like the 
one against Winnipeg — were less inspiring than others. It’s 
still ugly, but it’ll be worth it one day. The question is whether 
the state of Arizona will even see the fruits of said labour 
once the eventual ascent starts. 

Sean: Yeah, I know I slagged the Jets for losing that game, 
but all credit to the Coyotes for pulling it off. They’ll take what 
they can get. As for the (team-denied) Forbes report that 
they’re in line to be bought by someone in Houston … eh. I 
won’t believe they’re done in Arizona until the moving trucks 
show up. If it happens, I hope they’re gentle with Auston 
Matthews’ stuff. 

32. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 5-15-1 
Last Week: 31 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 
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Dom: After six straight losses by multiple goals, the Senators 
finally stopped the bleeding with a gutsy win over the 
Carolina Hurricanes. Was it enough to move them above the 
Coyotes and away from last place? No it was not, because at 
no point did it ever feel like they deserved that win. But that’s 
hockey for you, even the worst teams can find a way some 

nights. And right now, that’s Ottawa: the worst team. Some 
things never change. 

Sean: The ideal No. 32 team is playing awful hockey with 
awful vibes. A dumb-luck win over the 

Hurricanes isn’t enough to fix either of those. 

 

 

 

Preview: Canes vs. Sabres 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes have another 
chance to break out of their rough patch tonight, meeting the 
Buffalo Sabres. 

When: Saturday, December 4, 7:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 15-6-1 (31 Points, T-2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Loss to the Ottawa Senators on 
Tuesday, December 2. 

Sabres Record: 8-12-3 (19 Points, 6th - Atlantic Division) 

Sabres Last Game: 7-4 Loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Tuesday, December 4 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Something's Got To Give: Things have not been going the 
Canes' way lately. The team is 1-4-1 in their last six after 
starting the season 15-3-1. The team's output and effort are 
there, however, the same puck luck that they were having 
through the first six weeks is not. The club has put 89 shots 
on net in their last two games, but has fell victim to 47 and 
39-save performances. 

Power Play Breakthrough: After reaching an unfortunate 0-
for-20 mark on the man advantage, the team finally was able 
to get one in Thursday's third period courtesy of Teuvo 
Teravainen. Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour has cited the 

team's group as "being too cute" at times, so we'll see if this 
evening they can start a streak or if their difficult stretch 
continues. 

Return of the Bear?: Defenseman Ethan Bear rejoined the 
team at Thursday's morning skate after testing positive for 
COVID-19 back on Monday, November 22. He did not play in 
that evening's game against Ottawa but said he felt good to 
go Friday morning, after he practiced with the club. Jalen 
Chatfield and Max Lajoie have "done a great job" in the 
words of their head coach, however, if Bear can go, one 
would have to think that he would be in the lineup. 

History Repeats Itself: The Canes are 10-0-0 in their last ten 
meetings with Buffalo, marking the third-longest active win 
streak for a team against any opponent in the league. 

Additional Notes: 

Patience Is Key: Please note tonight's special 7:30 p.m. start 
time is because of the NC State basketball game at PNC 
Arena this afternoon. The basketball game starts at 2 p.m., 
so please allow yourself extra time when coming to PNC 
Arena between the 4 and 5 o'clock hours. 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei's next assist will be his 100th 
in the NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
red sweaters tonight. 

Promotions: Tonight is First Responders Night, presented by 
celito.net. 

Featured Merchandise Item of the Game: View tonight's item 
of the game on CarolinaProShop.com here!
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Hurricanes, Sabres both looking to break out of slumps 

By FLM  

At one end, the Carolina Hurricanes are established as 
perennial contenders. At the other, the Buffalo Sabres are 
trying to build toward that. 

Both teams find themselves struggling of late and look to get 
back on track when the Hurricanes host the Sabres on 
Saturday in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Hurricanes lost their third straight game on Thursday, 
falling 3-2 to the Ottawa Senators. It wasn't for a lack of 
effort, as Carolina peppered Senators goalie Anton Forsberg 
with 49 shots. The Canes have been outscored 11-5 in their 
past three games. 

"The guys played hard," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I don't really have much to say. It kind of felt like this 
(during) the last two-week stretch. We're playing as good 
hockey as we can play. (Thursday) we did everything right, 
but we didn't get the win." 

The Hurricanes showed off their dominance in a 14-2-0 run 
through the first 16 games, scoring at least three goals in 11 
of those contests. They're 1-4-1 in their six games since, 
scoring only seven goals in the losses (regulation and 
overtime). 

"It's a tough time mentally right now because nothing is going 
our way," Brind'Amour said. "Let's just be frank, nothing is 
going our way. No one is going to feel sorry for us and we're 
not asking for that. The key is just to stay positive, there's no 
point in being sorry for yourself, we just have to keep working 
and to me, things are going to work out." 

The Sabres head into Saturday's tilt coming off a 7-4 loss for 
the second straight game. On Thursday, Buffalo held a 4-1 
lead against the Panthers that slipped away. 

It was the third time in the past six games the Sabres have 
lost by a 7-4 final. They've allowed at least five goals in 10 of 
their past 15 games. 

"A lot of it is self-inflicted," Sabres coach Don Granato said. 
"We have pucks on our stick and we're not executing, and it 
ends up back in our zone. And that is, it's not as systematic 
as it may be just guys playing through it. So, you just got to 
keep on it. The guys have to keep improving and work on 
improving. ... 

"I think our guys are comfortable with our system so you 
can't break, you can't lose confidence. You've just got to 
keep pushing through and I say it all the time, I know it's a 
broken record, but we've got to keep getting better." 

Goalie Malcolm Subban, acquired from the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Thursday, could get the start. Aaron Dell, in 
goal against the Panthers, has lost each of his five starts this 
season, allowing at least four goals in each of those outings. 

Dustin Tokarski was placed in the NHL's COVID-19 protocol 
on Thursday. 

"All the reports I've heard, I'm excited about him," Granato 
said of Subban. "I don't know him, I've never coached him, 
but the reports are great. There's an enthusiasm just within 
our room and our staff because of him. So I'm looking 
forward to it." 
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About Last Night: Yikes 

By Brett Finger  

Okay, we’re going to skip the lengthy intro. 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost 3-2 to the Ottawa Senators. 
Let's talk about last night. 

Tone-Setting First Period 

The opening period just about summed up what has been 
going wrong for the Hurricanes as of late. 

In the first 20 minutes, Carolina outshot Ottawa 20-3, had ten 
high-danger shot attempts, and benefited from two power 
plays. And they got outscored 1-0. 

Around the 2:30 mark, Seth Jarvis centered a beautiful pass 
to Jesper Fast, who got shut down by former Hurricane 
Anton Forsberg on a golden opportunity. The puck instantly 
went the other way, Alex Formenton beat Brendan Smith to a 
scoring area, and he managed to get a shot by what seemed 
to be a well-positioned Antti Raanta. 

It would’ve been great to get that save from Raanta, but 
there’s no denying that Smith got beat, and that was the 
primary culprit for the goal against. 

When a team is in a rut like the Hurricanes are currently in, 
those first periods can be killers. Heading into that game, the 
Canes had lost back-to-back games and four of their last 
five. In those four losses, they had scored just five total 
goals. 

Offense has been the problem. And more specifically, 
finishing has been the biggest problem. They’ve produced 
plenty of scoring chances over the last week and a half, but 
they haven’t converted on the chances. 

We’ve all heard that one before, and the first period on 
Thursday was another one of those periods. 

Picking a Bouquet of Oopsie-Daisies 

If the first period’s comical levels of disappointment weren’t 
bad enough, the hockey gods’ sick and twisted sense of 
humor made things much worse. 

Down 1-0 near the halfway point of the third period, while 
outshooting the Senators 37-15, the Hurricanes finally 
scored a goal. 

On their own net. 

Formenton drove the puck to the front of the net, and then 
Martin Necas came back on the backcheck and somehow 
kicked the puck from outside of the crease, under 
Formenton’s body and just inside of the far post. 

I mean... wow. 

Less than three minutes later, the Hurricanes scored a goal 
on the correct net. Jaccob Slavin had a nifty keep-in at the 
blue line during a Canes power play, which led to Sebastian 
Aho connecting with Teuvo Teravainen on a gorgeous one-
timer to cut the Ottawa lead in half. 

1:45 later, another great play from a defenseman, this time 
being Maxime Lajoie, led to the Hurricanes netting another 
goal and coming back from the brink of embarrassment. 

Andrei Svechnikov, who was outstanding all night, got a 
deserved bounce as Jarvis’ shot rebounded right into the 
heart of the crease. Svech poked it into the yawning cage, 
PNC exploded, and it felt like it was going to be one of those 
great nights where things finally worked out in the end. 

Not so fast, my friend. 

The Senators used their timeout, and then 19 seconds later, 
the hilarity continued. 

I mean, where do you even begin with this one? 

Ian Cole had numerous chances to hold the blue line and 
then get the puck in deep after he couldn’t keep the zone. 
Instead, he seemingly couldn’t locate the puck under his 
body, and the Sens pushed the puck the other way for a 2-
on-1. 

It would’ve been one thing if it was a great passing play that 
resulted in the go-ahead goal, but Josh Norris’ initial chance 
was taken care of by a combination of Cole and Raanta. 
Cole then dove into Raanta and took the puck with him into 
the back of the net. 

In 19 seconds of in-game time, the vibed shifted completely, 
and the Hurricanes managed to make a rollercoaster of a 
night that much wilder. 

A night like this would be infinitely easier to swallow had the 
club not been on this kind of run already. I’m not sure if you 
could go into the lab and concoct a loss more absurd or 
disappointing than the one that the Canes got handed on 
Thursday. 

They outshot a 4-15-1 team with a team save percentage of 
.883 49-20, scored two own-goals, and lost 3-2 on home ice 
after mounting a quick comeback and giving it away 
instantly. 

The Process 

“There’s nothing you can do about the finishing,” Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the loss. “Practice shooting more? 
That’s not gonna do anything. You’ve got to get those 
opportunities. If we’re losing these games and getting 20 
shots and six scoring chances, I’m like ‘ok, wait. We’ve got a 
big issue.’ That’s not what’s happening. We’re getting lots of 
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opportunities. We’re getting lots of scoring chances. You 
can’t change that. There’s just no way around it.” 

That’s a sentiment that has been expressed a lot as of late 
for this Hurricanes team, but when the results are like what 
they’ve been over the last six games, those words start to 
ring hollow. 

Are things truly as bad as they seem? No. This is the same 
team that set a franchise record with their start to the 
season, and every number in the book suggests that the 
Hurricanes should have won more than just one game in 
their last six outings. 

Those numbers don’t matter, though. The wins are what 
matter, and this team just isn’t getting them right now. As a 
result, the Canes have dropped to third in the Metropolitan in 
points and points percentage. 

As great as their start to the season was, I don’t think anyone 
reasonably expected them to be some kind of NHL record-
breaking team all year. That just wasn’t going to happen, but 
they also aren’t 1-4-1 in six games bad. 

It’s important to put this skid into additional context. Half of 
the team’s blue line is on the COVID list, which has forced 
guys like Cole and Smith into playing minutes they really 

shouldn’t be playing. The same goes for the call-ups like 
Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield. Though, it’s very much worth 
mentioning that the two new guys have been nothing short of 
outstanding in their first few games with the big club this 
season. 

This has been a frustrating stretch of games, and hearing the 
same narrative about this team only adds to it. These losses 
are infinitely more puzzling when the team thinks they're 
doing everything right. If there were one or two glaring issues 
that could be worked on in short order, the losses would still 
be irritating, but at least then you know what needs to get 
fixed. 

Brind’Amour doesn’t see it that way. He thinks they are doing 
everything they need to do to win, and quite frankly, it’s hard 
to blame him for feeling that way. If his team can manage to 
flip the script here soon, he will be vindicated to an extent. 
And keep in mind, this is far from the first time the Canes 
have had this kind of stretch under Brind’Amour’s leadership. 
They’ve flipped that script time after time, at least in the 
regular season. 

That needs to happen soon, though, because losses like the 
Hurricanes experienced last night can really weigh you 
down. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256317767.html 
https://theathletic.com/2994436/2021/12/04/what-to-make-of-the-hurricanes-slump-3-reasons-to-panic-and-3-reasons-to-chill/ 

https://theathletic.com/2995176/2021/12/03/nhl-power-rankings-we-regret-to-inform-everyone-that-we-have-a-new-no-1-the-toronto-maple-leafs-
are-here/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-sabres/c-328603706 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-sabres-both-looking-to-break-out-of-slumps/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/3/22815820/about-last-night-yikes-carolina-hurricanes-ottawa-senators-svechnikov-raanta-cole-smith-nhl 
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Carolina Hurricanes remain ‘upbeat’ and focused on improving after 
losing 5 of last 6 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED DECEMBER 03, 2021 3:43 PM 

 

Derek Stepan was the first on the ice Friday, as if eager to get started, 
eager to get back in the Carolina Hurricanes lineup. 

Stepan was soon followed by Nino Niederreiter, who grabbed a bucket of 
pucks, set up shop in a circle and started firing shots. Soon, Brady Skjei, 
Andrei Svechnikov and others were out and ready for the Canes’ practice 
at PNC Arena. 

What does a team do when it has lost five of its last six games? In the 
Canes’ case, they throw on their gear and go back to work. They prepare 
for Saturday’s home game against the Buffalo Sabres, putting a stinging 
3-2 loss to the Ottawa Senators behind them. On to the next thing. 

“I liked it. We had a good day, guys were upbeat,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Friday. “They should be, really. Yeah, things haven’t 
gone our way, but they played really hard and certainly well enough to 
win all these games we’ve lost. There’s a lot of positives, and we’ve got 
to somehow just forget about what’s been going on here and keep the 
good things we’ve been doing and move forward.” 

The Canes had 49 shots against the Senators and another 37 attempts 
that were either blocked or missed the net. That was a lot of rubber flying 
at Sens goalie Anton Forsberg, who finished with a career-high 47 saves. 

“If we were losing and playing like crap, we have major issues,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But I feel like we’re right there, doing so many great 
things. I feel like it’s just a matter of time before pucks starting going in 
and we’re in great shape.” 

The Canes (15-6-1) were without forward Jordan Martinook at practice. 
Martinook was injured Thursday during the Ottawa game and in some 
serious pain on the bench before being taken back to the treatment 
room. 

Brind’Amour said Martinook continued to be medically evaluated Friday. 
Stepan, who has been a healthy extra the past five games, could slot 
back into the lineup Saturday and was used on a line with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Svechnikov in Friday’s practice. 

Close to returning is defenseman Ethan Bear, who has been sidelined 
the past six games after being placed in COVID-19 protocol on Nov. 22. 
Bear took part in the morning skate Thursday and went through practice 
Friday, rotating in and out of defensive pairings. 

Bear spent 10 days in quarantine in a California hotel after testing 
positive for coronavirus. He said he has “no idea” how he contracted the 
virus. 

“Honestly, I feel pretty good,” Bear said Friday. “I thought it would be a 
little worse coming out of quarantine, but I’ve had a couple of practices 
under me and feel good. 

“Quarantine is what it is. Ten days in a hotel room is not the greatest 
thing in the world. I’m happy it’s over with.” 

Bear said he did little during his quarantine time but FaceTime friends 
and family, keep up with the Canes games and “try” to stay in shape as 
best he could. 

“It’s as boring as it sounds,” he said. 

Defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo remain in COVID protocol 
and will miss more games, even though Brind’Amour said both have had 
“zero symptoms from day one.” 

“That’s frustrating for their part,” he said. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. BUFFALO SABRES 

When: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-999.9 FM 
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With opportunity to seize starting role, Malcolm Subban eager to help 
Sabres 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 3, 2021  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Malcolm Subban was on a bus to Grand Rapids with 
his Rockford IceHogs teammates Friday when he learned that his next 
National Hockey League opportunity had arrived. 

Subban, 27, wasn’t going to Chicago, though. The goalie was told he had 
been traded by the Chicago Blackhawks to the Buffalo Sabres, a club in 
need of help in net with Dustin Tokarski in Covid-19 protocol and starter 
Craig Anderson out long-term because of an injury. Subban bid everyone 
farewell, thanked his bosses, and boarded a flight to Raleigh. 

Sabres bolster NHL goaltending depth by acquiring Malcolm Subban 
from Chicago 

“Obviously mixed emotions,” Subban said Friday afternoon following his 
first practice. “I’m very excited for the opportunity here. I couldn’t wait to 
get here and get on the ice today. It was a great time, for sure.” 

A warm welcome awaited Subban in North Carolina. He’s reunited with 
five former teammates – Alex Tuch, Colin Miller, Cody Eakin, Drake 
Caggiula and Vinnie Hinostroza – and was greeted by a coach eager to 
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add an experienced goaltender who fits with the Sabres’ plan on and off 
the ice. 

Most important, there is a chance for Subban to take over the starting job 
for a young team that’s allowed five or more goals in seven of its last 10 
games. After watching Subban stop shots during practice in PNC Arena, 
coach Don Granato said he’s “comfortable” starting his new goalie 
Saturday night against the Carolina Hurricanes (15-6-1), although a final 
decision had not been made. 

Sabres practice report: Goalie Craig Anderson now out month to month 

Anderson, 40, has been out since Nov. 2, as the result of a collision in a 
loss at San Jose. He's on the current road trip with the team, but he is not 
practicing. 

“His reputation has preceded himself,” Granato said. “I was obviously in 
Chicago and had some texts from people there that really enjoy him as a 
person, and they were very complimentary of his athleticism and skill 
level. I was excited to meet him and excited to get him in practice. He 
had a big smile on after. I thought he worked hard and competed hard. 
Seems happy to be here. We like all of that.” 

Before the Blackhawks acquired Marc-Andre Fleury in July, Subban was 
in line to compete for the top job in Chicago. He had some success with 
the team last season, notching a pair of shutouts and winning four of five 
starts before a difficult finish. 

During a long offseason in Toronto, Subban worked with goalie coaches 
Andy Chiodo and Jason Peters to make technical improvements to 
complement his athleticism. Subban also made changes to his gear, 
worked relentlessly in the gym, and adopted a smoothie diet that he 
joked, “I was grinding up pretty much anything from the garden and 
drinking that.” 

Yet, when training camp concluded in October, Subban was one of the 
odd men out in Chicago and he was placed on waivers. Subban went 
unclaimed and became part of a three-goalie depth chart with the 
Blackhawks’ American Hockey League affiliate in Rockford. 

The start to the season was rocky for Subban. He allowed six goals on 
24 shots in his first outing for the IceHogs. Across Subban’s next four 
starts, he compiled a .911 save percentage, capped by a 20-save 
performance in a win over Milwaukee on Monday night. The Sabres have 
been on the prowl for a goalie since it became clear that Anderson would 
miss more than a few days with an upper-body injury sustained Nov. 2. 

Observations: Sabres' goalie situation looms large after another brutal 
loss 

The Sabres (8-12-3) are winless in seven of their last eight and have 
allowed five or more goals 11 times since the start of November, while 
the Panthers (16-4-3) improved to 13-1 at home. 

In Subban, general manager Kevyn Adams and his staff saw an athletic 
goalie with upside who has experienced success in the NHL. Subban has 
appeared in 82 games for Boston, Vegas and Chicago, and it was only a 
few years ago that he was viewed as the Golden Knights’ possible goalie 
of the future.  

“Malcolm was one of my best friends in Vegas,” said Tuch, who played 
with Subban from 2017-20. “We still talk a good amount and play some 
video games together occasionally. Immediately, I knew he was going to 
fit right in. 

“He works really hard. His work ethic is one of the best I’ve seen over the 
years. Every day he’s doing extra stuff. … I’ve been keeping an eye on 
him since we haven’t been playing together, and I think he’s going to get 
a good opportunity here. He’s honestly one of the most, if not the most 
athletic goalie I’ve ever seen or played with.” 

A first-round draft choice of Boston in 2012, Subban appeared in a 
career-high 22 games with Vegas in 2017-18. He had a .910 save 
percentage and 2.68 goals-against average, but he was backing up 
Fleury, a future Hall of Famer. Subban finished the season with a 13-4-2 

record. More success came the following season, particularly a nine-start 
stretch in which he went 7-2 and posted a .920 save percentage, but 
Subban also had some bouts with inconsistency. 

When the Golden Knights were desperately trying to win a Stanley Cup 
in 2019-20, they parted with Subban in the trade that brought Robin 
Lehner to Vegas. During each stop in his career, Subban learned from a 
talented goalie. He studied Tuukka Rask from afar while in Providence, 
worked alongside Fleury for two-plus seasons and competed against 
Corey Crawford in Chicago. 

Sabres goalie Dustin Tokarski enters Covid-19 protocol, UPL recalled 

"I learned a lot from them, honestly," Subban said. "It was crazy, because 
it felt like every spot I went to I ended up subconsciously trying to do stuff 
like them. The one thing they all have in common is their work ethic and 
their compete level. They all have different styles, but they just compete 
and bring it every night. The consistency is not easy to do." 

The Sabres need stability in goal with Tokarski out. Aaron Dell has 
struggled to the tune of an .868 save percentage and 4.70 goals-against 
average in six appearances, while prospect Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
needs more time in Rochester. Since Nov. 1, the Sabres rank 30th in the 
league in 5-on-5 save percentage (.895). 

Goaltending hasn’t been the only issue for the club during its 3-11-2 slide 
since Halloween, but a reliable presence in net is needed for the 
development of the Sabres’ young players. Subban will be given a 
chance to show he’s the solution. His new teammates left a very strong 
impression during his first practice. 

“A lot of skill out there,” Subban said. “The youth, it’s unbelievable. 
Coming down, everyone has a good shot. Everyone can shoot the puck, 
everyone can rip the puck. It’s a really close group. It was a very fun 
practice out there, and looking to grow with them, for sure.” 

Jeff Skinner says he's only a 'piece of the puzzle,' but he's so much more 
to Sabres 

“Your job as a player is to help your team win and we’re in a bit of a rut 
right now, so you just try to keep working through it,” Skinner said. 

Injury updates 

Anderson was officially downgraded to “month to month” on the Sabres’ 
injury report, confirmation that the 40-year-old goalie encountered a 
setback in his recovery. Tuch is now week to week while working his way 
back from shoulder surgery and winger Drake Caggiula is facing a similar 
timeline. 

“He has been as mystified as anybody," Granato said of Anderson. "This 
is an elusive thing. You wake up each day and it can resolve, so you're 
hopeful each day with the issue he deals with that tomorrow is the day 
that it resolves completely. But it hasn't, and because it hasn't, it's the 
same subtlety every day. It can be aggravating to the same extent. ... 
There is potential for frustration. He's a pro. He's handled it extremely 
well." 

Winger Kyle Okposo and defenseman Mark Pysyk sat out practice for 
maintenance. Puck drop for Sabres (8-12-3) vs. Hurricanes is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 
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Sabres practice report: Goalie Craig Anderson now out month to month 

 

Lance Lysowski Dec 3, 2021  
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RALEIGH, N.C. – While the Buffalo Sabres welcomed new goalie 
Malcolm Subban at practice Friday in PNC Arena, coach Don Granato 
was without two key players. 

Winger Kyle Okposo and defenseman Mark Pysyk sat out for 
maintenance, clearing the way for John Hayden and Will Butcher to get 
more work for the hour-long session.  

With Okposo and Pysyk out, the Sabres' lines and pairings were: 

Skinner-Thompson-Olofsson 

Murray-Cozens-Hayden 

Girgensons-Mittelstadt-Asplund 

Bjork-Eakin-Hinostroza 

Dahlin-Hagg 

Butcher-Miller 

Bryson-Jokiharju 

Forward Mark Jankowski was an extra after making his Sabres debut in a 
7-4 loss at Florida on Thursday night. Jankowski, 27, was credited with 
three giveaways and skated 10:45 in the loss. 

Subban and Aaron Dell were the Sabres' goalies, with Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen assigned to Rochester. Luukkonen, 22, was dispatched from 
the Amerks when Dustin Tokarski was placed in Covid-19 protocol. 
Tokarski is out for an undetermined amount of time. 

"With UPL, he's in a developmental phase of his career where games in 
Rochester, there's a benefit there that might exceed the benefit here right 
now, today, and a spot to play," Granato said. "That's what it comes 
down to with all those guys that are in Rochester. ... We are in it for the 
long haul. We feel the best way to accelerate development is to use an 
American league team." 

Granato said following the practice that Subban is an option to start 
against the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday night. A decision won't be 
made until later Friday.  

"I would say yeah, what I saw today and talking to him this morning, I'm 
comfortable putting him in the net tomorrow," Granato said. "I haven't 
made that decision firm yet, but I'm certainly comfortable." 

The most prominent news came as the Sabres were wrapping up 
practice. Winger Alex Tuch was upgraded to week to week on the club's 
injury report. Tuch has not played since he was acquired from Vegas in 
the Jack Eichel trade. He's recovering from shoulder surgery and was 
initially projected to return to the lineup in January. 

The report also confirmed that goalie Craig Anderson is out month to 
month with an upper-body injury. Anderson, 40, has been out since Nov. 
2, as the result of a collision in a loss at San Jose. He's on the trip with 
the team, but he is not practicing. Drake Caggiula is also out week to 
week with an upper-body injury. 

"He has been as mystified as anybody," Granato said of Anderson. "This 
is an elusive thing. You wake up each day and it can resolve, so you're 
hopeful each day with the issue he deals with that tomorrow is the day 
that it resolves completely. But it hasn't, and because it hasn't, it's the 
same subtlety every day. It can be aggravating to the same extent. ... 
There is potential for frustration. He's a pro. He's handled it extremely 
well." 
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Jets solve scoring woes with 8-4 win over Devils 

 

Jason Bell 

9-12 minutes 12/3/2021 

 

The Winnipeg Jets rediscovered their scoring touch Friday night against 
a fatigued opponent and a backup goalie with his best days behind him. 

But give credit where credit is due to the guys who get paid to produce. 

Scoring came in bunches but the Jets hammered in the final batch to 
post an 8-4 triumph over the New Jersey Devils in a wild one before a 
boisterous crowd of 13,844 fans at Canada Life Centre. 

Top-line centre Mark Scheifele, skating again with familiar linemates 
Blake Wheeler and Kyle Connor, started the night with just two goals in 
16 games but boosted his numbers significantly with a well-timed hat-
trick, scoring in each period. 

Nikolaj Ehlers added a pair on Devils goalie Jonathan Bernier, including 
a sensational, first-period goal and crucial tally, his eighth of the season, 
midway through the second period, to stop the bleeding. 

Wheeler, playing Game 999 of his career, had a season-high three 
assists. 

Winnipeg (11-8-4) continues to do most of its damage at home, raising its 
record to 8-3-1 at the downtown rink.  

While the Jets weren’t at their defensive best, an offensive outburst was 
a jolt of positivity for the group’s collective psyche. Coming in, the Jets 
had scored only nine goals during a 1-5-1 stretch. 

"We had a tough stretch of hockey. We weren’t happy with our game. But 
when you do the right things over and over, do the simple things, good 
things happen. I think tonight was just an example of that," said 
Scheifele, who recorded the fourth hat-trick of his career. 

His nifty move around Dawson Mercer and deke of Bernier opened the 
scoring at 1:52. He scored an end-to-end beauty in the second period 
and ripped a one-timer in the final frame. 

"You just got to the mindset that you’re just going to get to the net, you’re 
going to do the dirty things and when you get in a position like that, you 
just let instincts take over and you just try and play the game," Scheifele 
added. "That’s the fun part of hockey, when you get a little bit of time and 
space and you get to make a play. When you do it under speed ... that 
was just one of those, a good pass by Neal (Pionk) and happy to be the 
one to put it in." 

All but Nate Schmidt, Dylan DeMelo, Evgeny Svechnikov and Dominic 
Toninato registered at least a point. Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck even 
got an assist, coming on Scheifele’s tally in the middle frame, and he 
made 33 saves on a night he received major support from the troops up 
front. 

Kristian Vesalainen, Josh Morrissey and Adam Lowry also scored for the 
Jets, while Pionk and Pierre-Luc Dubois each had two assists. 

Dubois had primary assists on both Ehlers’ goals. 

"You want to help the team any way you can and a lot of the guys were 
able to get a point on a goal. Scoring points is fun, there’s no secret to 
that," said Ehlers. "But I think overall we played a game that gave us a 
chance to win and we deserve it." 

New Jersey, which lost 5-2 to the Wild in St. Paul, Minn., Thursday night, 
dropped to 9-9-4. 

An upbeat Paul Maurice had challenged his team Friday morning to 
begin stringing some victories together. "Yeah, right on. We’ve got to get 
going. We’ve had a tough week," he said, following the morning skate. 
"We’ve got to win some games, for sure." 

Message received. 
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"Well, some confidence for guys. The puck’s gotta go in the net for 
players," Maurice said, after the game. "I mean all three of those (by 
Scheifele) are special shots and skill. What he can do at speed, not a lot 
of guys can." 

The Jets gave their guests from Jersey a rude welcome, as Scheifele, 
Ehlers and Vesalainen — who had, perhaps, his finest game in the big 
leagues, scoring his second of the year — solved Bernier before the 
eight-minute mark of the opening frame.  

But the Devils narrowed the gap before the period was done. Damon 
Severson fired a power-play goal midway through the period and Jack 
Hughes beat Hellebuyck with just 24 seconds left in the period. 

At puck drop to begin the second period, a press-box regular with a flair 
for pointing out the blatantly obvious suggested "the next goal is key." 

The Devils got the next two. Nico Hischier and Ryan Graves scored 39 
seconds apart early into the period — amidst a barrage of shots on 
Hellebuyck — to vault the Devils in front.  

Ehlers stopped the bleeding at 10:39, igniting a five-goal explosion. He 
took a pass in his skates from Dubois, kicked the puck up to his stick and 
then picked the top shelf on Bernier. Morrissey scored his fourth of the 
season on a deflection, and then Scheifele raced the length of the ice 
with the Jets on the power play and fired a shot that squirted through the 
armpit of the 14-year veteran with just six seconds left. 

"Obviously, good since we won the game, but it should have never gotten 
to that. I think after the 3-0, we stopped playing and gave them time and 
space to make their plays," Ehlers said. "They are a young and skilled 
team and they’re going to make those plays. That’s something that we 
got to, as a team, look at and not let happen again." 

Bernier, now with his sixth team, was replaced by MacKenzie Blackwood 
to start the third period. Midway through, Scheifele completed the hat-
trick. 

Lowry, with his third of the year, rounded out the scoring for the hosts. 

Maurice felt no panic from his squad after its early advantage 
evaporated.  

"I thought we were flat there for probably six or seven minutes after that. 
But there wasn’t a sense that this had gotten away," he said.  

On Sunday, the Jets greet the torrid Toronto Maple Leafs (17-6-1), who 
will play the second half of a back-to back after a meeting in Minnesota 
Saturday night. A ceremony is planned to honour Wheeler as he hits the 
1,000-game mark. 

Toronto touches down in St. Paul riding a five-game winning streak, and 
leads the NHL with 17 victories. 
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Blake Wheeler's drive and determination unquestionable even in twilight 
of career 

 

Mike McIntyre 

26-32 minutes 12/3/2021 

 

There’s never been a player quite like Blake Wheeler around here. The 
fearless leader of the Winnipeg Jets, who will skate in his 1,000th 
regular-season game on Sunday evening at Canada Life Centre, is the 
heart and soul of the hockey club. 

He can be brash and abrasive and opinionated and occasionally hard on 
young players. Now in the twilight of his pro career, the 35-year-old has 
become a lightning rod for criticism from some who feel the team’s 
highest-paid player is being featured far too much despite a declining on-
ice performance — no goals and seven assists through 17 games this 
year. 

Drew Stafford, Blake Wheeler and Mark Scheifele celebrate a Wheeler 
goal in front of the hometown fans. 

One thing that can never be questioned is Wheeler’s drive, determination 
and work ethic. 

"He’s really been the heartbeat of our team for so long. He drives the bus 
for us," forward Adam Lowry said Thursday. "He’s a guy we all look to in 
the room when we need to get going, when we need some direction. 
He’s got great advice for a lot of the young guys coming in, for really just 
any of us. As we’ve kind of grown up, he’s been kind of almost like a 
father figure for us, the elder statesman of the team." 

There’s always been a take-no-prisoners approach to the captain’s 
game, and it’s remarkable he’s managed to avoid significant injuries 
despite his hard-nosed ways. Credit a high pain tolerance, which 
explains how he managed to stay in the lineup last year despite suffering 
cracked ribs. The only thing to take him out of the lineup recently was a 
positive COVID-19 diagnosis in October which cost him five games and 
kicked this major milestone a couple weeks down the road. 

Winnipeg Jets captain Blake Wheeler has been a full-blast, spare-no-
prisoners player his entire NHL career. He’ll charge into places where the 
going is rough without hesitation. 

"There’s players that have played 1,000 games that can probably play 
5,000, and it’s (their) style — stay out of traffic. And they’re good players. 
But (Wheeler’s) been an in-traffic player, full sprint, every practice, every 
game," said Jets coach Paul Maurice. 

"So it’s not just the games, it’s the days that he would prep, it’s the 
summer that he’d put in to drive his body as hard as he has, to be as 
prolific as he has. That’s what I take away from it, the handful of guys 
that have — Rod Brind’Amour was like that, Mats Sundin drove himself 
real hard, learned how to compete heavy like that. Those guys, because 
they play like that, carry 1,000 games injured an awful lot. Broke a bone 
in his foot, ribs, just a whole bunch of things that you marvel at, his ability 
to go out and play, and he’s played hard games — 1,000 the hard way." 

It’s been quite a journey to get here for the scrawny, 150-pound high 
school scoring star from Plymouth, Minn., who was taken with the fifth-
overall pick in the 2004 NHL Draft by the Arizona Coyotes, never played 
a game in the desert, signed as a free agent in Boston, was traded to 
Atlanta just before the Bruins won the Stanley Cup, quickly re-located to 
Winnipeg and has now signed two major contract extensions in the place 
he, his wife, Sam, and their three children have called home for the past 
decade. 

"I think every player sees that and understands the sacrifice, the work, 
the dedication to the game that it takes. You have to be a good player for 
a long time in order to do that," said Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey. 

"He’s been the captain here since I’ve come into the league and we’ve 
developed a pretty good friendship. He’s been there for me through some 
tough times, lots of great times together and I look up to him in a lot of 
ways as a family man, as a leader and a captain. For him and Sam, it 
takes the whole family to make it happen, especially when you’ve got 
three young ones at home. So just super happy for him, excited for him 
and (a game) that he’s certainly earned with hard work every day. Still 
one of the hardest-working guys on the ice every single day, if not the 
hardest." 

To mark Wheeler’s 1,000th, we’ve compiled an oral history of his career 
so far. 
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"When they were interviewing me, the feeling I got was that they were 
going to try to take me in the second round — and that would have been 
great. I couldn’t have ever dreamt this." 

Wheeler puts on a Phoenix Coyotes hat after being selected fifth overall 
at the NHL Draft in 2004. 

June 26, 2004: Wheeler, after hearing his name called out after Alex 
Ovechkin, Evgeni Malkin, Cam Barker and Andrew Ladd at the 2004 
NHL draft, He had been ranked 17th among North American skaters 
heading into the annual event.  

"We just felt that this young man has tremendous upside. He’s a 
tremendous athlete. We were very comfortable with picking him at No. 5. 
We kind of took a bit of a risk, but we believe he has tremendous upside. 
We know he’s a few years away from playing in the NHL. He’s just 
finished Grade 11, he’s 17 years old. It’s not a race now to get to the 
Phoenix Coyotes. Let’s let him finish at least Grade 12, and we’ll go from 
there." 

June 26, 2004: The Great One, Wayne Gretzky, who was the Coyotes’ 
managing partner at the time, giving his scouting report on Wheeler. 

"I was floored. Who knows, in five years he may be a great player and 
they might look like geniuses for taking him at five. But you had to think 
he would be available 15 spots later. That’s what amazed us." 

June 26, 2004: Unnamed NHL scout, to Inside College Hockey, on 
Wheeler’s early selection. 

"Alex made a great play putting it on my stick. I just tipped it in." 

March 16, 2007: Wheeler, speaking on a set-up from teammate Alex 
Goligoski on the game-winning goal to lead his Minnesota Golden 
Gophers over Wisconsin and into the Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association final against the University of North Dakota. It was one of 
three goals he scored in  

"I took a whack at it and I could hear the crowd go crazy. I didn’t see it go 
in.’’ 

March 17, 2007: Wheeler, who scored the overtime winner to lead 
Minnesota to the Broadmoor Trophy in a thrilling 3-2 victory over UND. 
As described in media reports at the time, "he won a foot race with a 
Sioux defenceman for a lead pass from Jay Barriball that was feet away 
from being an icing infraction, dove headfirst and somehow flipped the 
puck high past the glove hand of Sioux junior goalie Philippe Lamoureux 
at 3:25 of overtime. Wheeler’s improbable goal ended a tense battle in 
front of a crowd of 19,463 at the Xcel Energy Center. It was the largest 
crowd ever to attend a WCHA game in the 55-year history of the league." 

"We offered Blake a contract which was both commensurate with his 
draft position and far exceeded any guaranteed contract he can receive, 
under the current CBA, with any other team. He has decided, however, 
that becoming a free agent is in his best interest." 

May 29, 2008: Phoenix general manager Don Maloney, revealing their 
top pick from 2004 would not be signing an entry-level contract with the 
desert dogs. 

"More than 20 NHL teams were interested in Blake, and this was a very 
tough decision. And ultimately it came down to a few things for Blake, but 
mostly that he was comfortable with where the Bruins were headed as an 
organization — how this year they brought along kids like David Krejci, 
Milan Lucic and Mark Stuart. They’ve done a good job of developing kids, 
and he wants to continue along that line." 

June 16, 2008: Wheeler’s agent, Matt Keator, to the Boston Globe after 
signing a free agent contract with the Bruins. 

"We look forward to getting him in the mix. Anytime you can get a young 
player of Blake’s calibre with that blend of size and skill, you are very 
fortunate." 

June 16, 2008: Boston general manager Peter Chiarelli on landing 
Wheeler. 

"It was awesome. It was fun to be out there in front of all those people. 
That was incredible. The best part of the whole experience was seeing 
the atmosphere and the Montreal fans. It was a lot of fun to be a part of 
it." 

Jan. 25, 2009: Wheeler, after scoring four times and being named MVP 
of the YoungStars game as his rookie team beat the sophomore squad 
9-5 in a prelude to the NHL All-Star Game. 

Wheeler runs into Carey Price in the NHL Youngstars game at Montreal’s 
Bell Centre during the SuperSkills competition in 2009. Wheeler scored 
four goals in the game. 

"It’s a strong message to our team, to our fans, that we want to win, that 
we want to be successful." 

Feb. 18, 2011: Chiarelli, after trading Wheeler, along with defenceman 
Mark Stuart, to the Atlanta Thrashers. In return, the club got forward Rich 
Peverley and defenceman Boris Valabik, along with cap space they used 
to acquire blue-liner Tomas Kaberle from Toronto. And successful they 
were, as the Bruins went on to down the Vancouver Canucks and win the 
Stanley Cup that spring. 

"I think I’m developing into the power forward I was projected to be when 
I was younger. I’m starting to learn how to use my size to my advantage 
a little bit more. There’s definitely a learning curve… if I can use my size 
and my speed to my advantage then it makes playing against me a little 
bit tougher." 

July 19, 2011: Wheeler, in a chat with the Free Press, about what he 
expects to bring to Winnipeg following the re-location of the Thrashers. 

"Blake is very comfortable with the direction (general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff), ownership and his staff is taking the organization. It’s a 
very good core that will keep growing together in the years to come." 

July 26, 2013: Wheeler’s agent to the Winnipeg Sun about his client 
signing a  

"For me, this is obviously a huge honour. I got to learn a lot from Andrew 
Ladd the last five years in Winnipeg. To see what it looks like every day 
to be the leader of the team, especially in a market like Winnipeg, is a 
pretty special honour, an honour I know he took with a lot of pride and I 
look forward to carrying the torch for him." 

Aug. 31, 2016: Wheeler, after being named the new captain of the Jets.  

Blake Wheeler accepts the ‘C’ from head coach Paul Maurice (left) and 
GM Kevin Cheveldayoff on Aug. 31, 2016. 

"When we think about leaders and what we ask of them, at the very top 
of the list is we want them to lead by example. For Blake, in my time here 
but also over the course of his career, rarely do you run by a player who 
is able to play that hard, that consistently, every night. In order to do that, 
he practises like that. In terms of what we want our young players to, 
what do we want our fans to see, and how we want the players around 
Blake, where we want their eyes, is on his effort level, his compete, every 
shift, every game, every practice. We really think that he’s unique in that. 
There’s very few players that can drive themselves as hard as Blake can 
and we think he’s a spectacular leader by example in our room." 

Aug. 31, 2016: Jets coach Paul Maurice on having a new leader at the 
helm. 

"It’s the First Amendment to our Constitution. The First one!! Regardless 
of how it makes you feel individually, these are literally the principles the 
US was founded on. Come on, Mr. President." 

Sept. 23, 2017: Wheeler, using his Twitter account to call out U.S. 
president Donald Trump, who had suggested then-NFL quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick and anyone else who takes a knee during the national 
anthem is "ruining the game" and should be "fired." 

"I was an inconsistent player and had an inconsistent role. And when I 
got traded, regardless of how I played, I was playing 20 minutes a night 
(in Atlanta) and I think that sort of helps you figure yourself out a little bit. 
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Figure out what you’re good at and what you need to work on. At the end 
of the day, if you’re out there that much, it’s on you to make things 
happen. It was great for me to grow personally to get that type of 
exposure, get that type of a role. … It helped me, gave me a kick in the 
rear a little bit. You know, you get traded from a team that wins the 
Stanley Cup, it’s kind of a slap in the face." 

Dec. 21, 2017: Wheeler, to Free Press sports reporter Mike Sawatzky, 
prior to the Jets taking on his former club, the Boston Bruins. 

"Well… then let’s stop letting them down, Mr. President." 

Feb. 21, 2018: Wheeler, on Twitter, in response to U.S. president Donald 
Trump saying he would be meeting with school children to discuss gun 
control and hopes he doesn’t let them down. 

Never one to shy from controversy, Wheeler called out U.S. President 
Donald Trump in 2017 and again in 2018. 

"Where I’m at in my career, with my age, I feel like my best years are 
ahead of me. I wanted to give those years to his organization and 
hopefully push this team to the championship levels. That’s what you’re 
buying into and, certainly, we have a ton of work to do to get to that point. 
I’m a Day 1 guy here, been given some incredible opportunities. Even my 
last contract alone, I’m so blessed even to have that. The money wasn’t 
as attractive when I look situation-wise and where I fit in in a team, in a 
community. I couldn’t see myself anywhere else." 

Sept. 4, 2018: Wheeler, after signing a five-year, US$41.25 million 
contract extension that pays him US$8.25 million annually. 

"He’s a driver of our team and he’s grown into that. Blake is an 
interesting individual in a sense that he wasn’t one of those guys who 
started playing at 18 or 19 in the league. I think the mileage on the 
odometer is a little different than the age on the clock." 

Sept. 4, 2018: Cheveldayoff, on making a huge investment in his captain. 

"F--k off. Please, come on, man. This is a tough trophy to win. Maybe our 
best just wasn’t good enough today. And their best was pretty darn 
good." 

April 20, 2019: An emotional Wheeler, after the Jets were eliminated in 
the first round of the playoffs by the eventual champion St. Louis Blues. 

"I’d go through a brick wall for that guy. I don’t want to play for anyone 
else." 

April 22, 2019: Wheeler, scoffing at suggestions it might be time for a 
new head coach following a late-season swoon by the Maurice-led Jets. 

"I was disappointed for the first time in myself after last year not because 
we didn’t win the Stanley Cup. I lost touch with myself as a dad, as a 
husband, first and foremost, because I invested so much into trying to 
win. Everyone was talking about this is our year to win and I felt like we 
had a real opportunity to win and when I was home, that’s where I was – 
I was trying to win the Stanley Cup. And when I was in the building, 
sometimes I was spitting nails just because I wanted to win the Stanley 
Cup. I was so focused on that. When it was all done and I got home, it’s 
like ‘Man, this is almost too…’ My daughter’s growing up, my son’s in 
kindergarten, none of this is that important. That’s where I’m at. I’m going 
to be me here and I’m going to do everything I do here and give 
everything I have when I’m in this building, but being a husband and dad 
is No. 1 in my life." 

Sept. 10, 2019: A candid Wheeler, in a sit-down interview with TSN, 
about the heavy toll of the previous season, and regretting how he 
handled himself in some cases. 

"I really feel like the product of some good teams and I’ve played on 
some really good lines. I play a lot of minutes, so I just feel fortunate for 
the opportunities I’ve had here and the guys I get to play with every night. 
It’s not going to be long before one of these guys on this team passes me 
and that will be a good moment too. But it’s a reflection of taking 

advantage of your opportunities and playing with a lot of really good 
guys." 

Dec. 21, 2019: Wheeler, after recording a goal and assist in his home 
state of Minnesota to pass Ilya Kovalchuk and become the all-time 
scoring leader for  

"I’ve been adamant over my time in Winnipeg that I wouldn’t trade Buff 
for anyone in the league, and I meant that. So obviously a depleted blue 
line coming into the season, and then you lose your best guy. Selfishly, it 
hurts. But you’ve got to be respectful of a guy. Especially a guy that’s 
brought it like he has for so long, and everything he’s done for us. That 
was his decision to make. I don’t think that makes him a villain. It might 
have set this team back a little bit this year and put us in a tough spot, 
there’s no question there. I think overall people will get to that point… 
maybe the bad taste of that goes away, people will wake up and say 
‘Man, Buff was one of the great ones for this organization.’" 

Feb. 5, 2020: Wheeler, opening up for the first time about the surprise 
decision by long-time teammate and friend Dustin Byfuglien to not show 
up at training camp and ultimately retire — one he admits strained their 
relationship. 

"I hope Joe Biden doesn’t forget who voted him into the White House. I 
also hope he can speak for the Americans that didn’t vote for him. I hope 
we can start celebrating the good in each other and stop fighting about 
our differences. My daughter gets to see a woman as Vice-President of 
the USA. For the first time in a while, I’m hopeful." 

Nov. 7, 2020: Wheeler, once again on Twitter, after U.S. President Joe 
Biden and running mate Kamala Harris were elected.  

"Sure I do because you don’t sit in this situation and have teammates 
moving on to different places and not recap and recount all the steps 
taken and how you handled everything. As a veteran player and a 
captain of this team, first and foremost my responsibility isn’t to Patrik 
Laine or any one player, it’s to our entire team. I try to do that with how I 
prepare myself, how I approach the game and, ultimately, how I compete 
on the ice. So, I try to set an incredibly high standard in doing so. I do 
that personally for how I need to play to be the player I need to be for this 
team and also be that way for my teammates. If I have any regrets, my 
regrets would be some of the frustrations that took place over the years. 
I’ve always had a really positive relationship with Patty. Every time we’ve 
communicated it’s been nothing but positive. Never any fighting, never 
any yelling at each other. Moreso just a player in his mid-30s has 20/20 
vision. Looking in the past, as a young player I certainly had a lot of 
habits and things I needed to overcome. So, maybe I could have 
communicated a little better instead of just getting frustrated." 

Jan. 23, 2021: Wheeler, on whether he has regrets about his relationship 
with sniper Patrik Laine following the blockbuster trade with Columbus. 

"You’ll do your deep dives and your analytics and boy do they do a 
horses**** job of telling you what five guys do. I’m sensitive to it because 
I’ve been in awe of this guy since I got here. His work level, he’s 
unimpeachable in his character and how he runs that room and how he 
plays. He’s got 11 (expletive) points in 10 games. I’m not so much 
protecting Blake Wheeler, but the Winnipeg Jets… and how important it 
is when you get a guy like that. You’re beaking my captain and I’m 
offended by it." 

Feb. 3, 2021: Maurice, coming out swinging in defence of Wheeler who 
hadn’t looked himself early in the 2021 NHL season. 

Maurice came out swinging in defence of Wheeler, who didn't look like 
himself early in the 2021 NHL season. 

"I love these people here. They’ve treated me like gold for 11 years. I try 
to give everything I have every time we play in front of this building in 
front of those people so it means a lot to be appreciated." 

Nov. 9, 2021; Wheeler, after recording an assist in a 3-2 shootout loss to 
St. Louis to hit the 700-point mark with the Thrashers/Jets 2.0 franchise. 
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Hat trick for Scheifele as Jets wallop Devils 

 

Scott Billeck 
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Ask anyone on the Winnipeg Jets during their recent goal-scoring famine 
and they’d have told you it was only a matter of time. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Those words rang true in a big way on Friday night at Canada Life 
Centre. 

Mark Scheifele notched his fourth career hat-trick as the Jets stuck a 
stick of dynamite into the dam holding up their lamp-lighting and blew it to 
smithereens, doubling up the visiting New Jersey Devils 8-4. 

The Jets had scored just nine times over the past seven games, six of 
them losses, coming into Friday’s action. 

“We had a tough stretch of hockey,” Scheifele said. “We weren’t happy 
with our game. But when you do the right things over and over, do the 
simple things, good things happen. I think tonight was just an example of 
that.” 

Scheifele scored the first, sixth and seventh goals for the Jets — all three 
of them beauties in their own right — while snapping a seven-game 
goalless drought and adding an assist for a four-point night. Scheifele 
now has five goals on the season. 

Nikolaj Ehlers notched a brace, ending his own goal-scoring skid at five 
games with his seventh and eighth goals of the season. Kristian 
Vesalainen, Josh Morrissey and Adam Lowry also scored in the rout. 

Captain Blake Wheeler, who will play in his 1,000th career NHL game on 
Sunday against the Toronto Maple Leafs, had three assists. 

“The puck’s got to go in the net for players,” Jets head coach Paul 
Maurice said. “You can talk about the chances that you have… I think 
we’ve had some offence but I think we’re more focused on getting the 
puck to the net a certain way.” 

The Jets, who improved their record to 11-8-4, kept up their much-
improved shot volume this season, throwing 40 on goal. Devils starter 
Jonathan Bernier was pulled after giving up six goals on 32 shots through 
40 minutes. Mackenzie Blackwood didn’t fare much better in relief, 
allowing two on eight shots in third. 

Connor Hellebuyck stopped 33 of 37 for his eighth win of the season. 

Winnipeg led 3-0 before eight minutes had passed in the first. 

Scheifele opened the scoring with a sensational deke, showing forehand, 
then backhand, back to forehand and then once again to the backside of 
his stick before going shelf on Bernier. Ehlers’ first of the game was just 
as pretty, taking a one-timer in stride from Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
crushing it into the top corner. 

“You just got to the mindset that you’re just going to get to the net, you’re 
going to do the dirty things and when you get in a position like that, you 
just let instincts take over and you just try and play the game,” Scheifele 
said. “That’s the fun part of hockey, when you get a little bit of time and 
space and you get to make a play.” 

Vesalainen’s second of the season at 7:39 put the Jets in the driver’s 
seat with a three-goal lead. 

The only problem is the Jets took their collective foot off the gas. 

Damon Severson scored on the power play at 9:06 and Jack Hughes 
pulled the Devils to 3-2 before the period was through, scoring with 24 
seconds remaining on a rebound. 

Winnipeg’s woes continued to start the middle frame, with Nico Hischier 
tying the game on a snapshot just 37 seconds in. Thirty-nine seconds 
later, the Devils, who lost 5-2 in Minnesota on Thursday, took their first 
lead 4-3 with Ryan Graves putting a point shot off Morrissey’s head and 
behind Hellebuyck at 1:16. 

“I think after the 3-0, we stopped playing and gave them time and space 
to make their plays,” Ehlers said. “They are a young and skilled team and 
they’re going to make those plays. That’s something that we got to, as a 
team, look at and not let happen again.” 

It’s as close as the Devils would come. 

Ehlers’ second game just after the midway point of the period to pull the 
Jets even, followed by Morrissey’s fourth of the season at 15:26 and 
Scheifele’s second of the night at 19:54 on the power play, snapping an 
0-for-11 run. 

The goal was arguably even prettier than the first, with Scheifele going 
end-to-end before pulling the puck and firing it through Jonas 
Siegenthaler’s leg and behind Blackwood. 

“I knew there was only 18 seconds when I looked up, so I knew we 
weren’t going to be able to get set, kind of just picked up speed,” 
Scheifele said. “A lot of times teams in that situation kind of sit back and 
think there’s not enough time. I just tried to puck up enough speed and 
wanted to get Helle an assist.” 

Fourteen Jets skaters had at least a point on the night, and Hellebuyck 
had an assist on Scheifele’s second. Dylan DeMelo, Nate Schmidt, 
Dominic Toninato and Evgeny Svechnikov were held pointless. 

Scheifele’s hat-trick came off vintage one-timer feed from Wheeler 9:36 
of the third, and Lowry’s third of the year was tipped home after Logan 
Stanley launched a shot from the point with 3:27 left. 

“I think I was cocked and ready for that pass from our own blue-line,” 
Scheifele said. “I kind of saw it developing and we’ve done that one in 
practice and done that one over the years. Obviously, the whole play was 
from (Kyle Connor), he came out of the d-zone with a ton of speed, 
backed their (defence) off, had a great middle lane drive and (Wheeler) 
made a perfect pass and all I had to do was hit the puck.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Rested Jets look for bounceback vs. Devils 
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NEW JERSEY DEVILS 9-8-4 

at WINNIPEG JETS 10-8-4 

Friday, 7 p.m., Canada Life Centre, TV: TSN3 Radio: 680 CJOB 

WHY WATCH? 

Jets looking to end slump(s) 
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The Winnipeg Jets will be looking to get back in the win column after 
losing six of their past seven. They’ve scored five goals across those six 
losses, their latest loss coming Monday in a 1-0 defeat to the Arizona 
Coyotes. The Jets are 0-for-9 on the power play over their past two 
games and just 2-for-34 since Nov. 6. The Jets failed to score on eight 
minutes’ worth of power-play time against the desert dogs. New Jersey 
comes in to face Winnipeg after losing 5-2 at Minnesota on Thursday 
night. 

POINTS LEADERS 

Devils GP G A PTS +/- 

Andreas Johnsson 20 9 9 18 13 

Jesper Bratt 20 6 12 18 10 

Dawson Mercer 20 6 8 14 12 

Jets GP G A PTS +/- 

Kyle Connor 22 14 10 24 5 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 22 11 7 18 5 

Andrew Copp 22 6 11 17 9 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play: 

Devils 12.5% (29th) 

Jets 16.9% (22nd) 

Penalty kill: 

Devils 79.4% (22nd) 

Jets 68.9% (30th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE DEVILS 

Like the Jets, the Devils are sporting a new-look power play to try and 
boost their 29th ranking in the NHL. Jack Hughes, who returned earlier 
this week after missing 17 games with a dislocated shoulder, was slated 
to be on the team’s top unit as it head into a Thursday night matchup with 
the Minnesota Wild. The Devils have gone six games without a power-
play goal, a stretch where they’ve gone 0-for-15, and just one goal in 
their last 19 attempts. 

Despite a 22nd-ranked penalty kill overall, the Devils have killed off 16 of 
their past 18 heading into Friday, good for seventh across the league 
since Nov. 8. 

The Devils like to leave it late, scoring two or more third-period goals in 
five straight heading into Minnesota. Thirteen of the team’s past 16 goals 
have come in the third, a period where the Jets given up the most of any 
other with 23. 
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Maurice deploys ‘significant philosophical’ change to help kickstart 
struggling power play 
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Paul Maurice was calling it a work in progress after Thursday’s practice 
at Canada Life Centre. 

The Winnipeg Jets were back on the ice in full after getting a couple of 
days of rest following a gruelling November schedule, and there was a 
clear focus on the team’s struggling power play. 

The big news was Nikolaj Ehlers’ demotion to the second unit in favour of 
Pierre-Luc Dubois as the head coach touted a “significant philosophical” 
shift to operations with the man advantage. 

In Ehlers’ place down the left side comes moves Kyle Connor, who was 
previously playing below the goal line. Dubois moves to that spot, and he 
and his 6-foot-2, 205-pound frame will serve as a net-front presence 
sorely needed by a team starved for goals. 

“(With) Kyle in that hole, I’ve never used before,” Maurice said. “We didn’t 
need to in the past because we had a right-handed shot over there. And 
if you don’t have a right-handed shot over there, it changes everything 
about how you move.” 

The Jets are 0-for-9 in their past two games on the power play and just 2-
for-34 dating back to Nov. 6. 

Maurice is hoping that Mark Scheifele in the slot, coupled with Dubois 
doing the dirty work in front, Connor’s wicked release and Neal Pionk’s 
direction from the point can help open up more opportunities. 

“So I wanted to put Kyle there because I think he can beat a goaltender 
from there. And if doesn’t beat a goaltender from there, he’s going to put 
it in a place where we can do something with it,” Maurice said. 

“Pierre-Luc net-front… we need to get the puck there more often. And 
Mark over the years is an elite slot shooter if we can find a way to get him 
the puck. You need more options around him to get him the puck. So a 
bit of a change with that unit, it’s going to be a bit of a work in progress, 
but even in the short sample size here today, Kyle banged a couple in 
and there was more action around the net than what we’ve seen for a 
while and they understand the change… it’s not a matter of buy-in. They 
have to own it, right? 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You put those five guys on the ice, the skill level they have, they got to 
be on the same page and they’ve got to be rolling.” 

The second unit will consist of Ehlers, Andrew Copp and Paul Stastny, 
with Nate Schmidt and Josh Morrissey anchoring the blue-line. 

“Nikky has a very unique style coming off the wall and they have 
something between him, Andrew Copp and Stastny,” Maurice said. 
“There’s something there. It was true with (Mathieu) Perreault last year, 
that’s almost a standalone power play. I wanted to put Nikky there 
originally, out of respect for him and what he can do and the minutes and 
give him the chance, but it didn’t make him or the power play better. 
What he does doesn’t fit what those other guys do.” 

Overall, Maurice is looking to get Ehlers going. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The 25-year-old has struggled to make an impact on the scoresheet 
since a big shift in the lines was made to re-incorporate Scheifele and 
Blake Wheeler after they both returned from COVID-19 protocol. 

Earlier this week, Ehlers expressed frustration with his game at the 
moment after coming off a 21-goal, point-per-game season during the 
2020-21 COVID-shortened campaign. 

Ehlers will line up alongside Copp and Dubois on the team’s second line. 
As for what Maurice expects or how Dubois can potentially kickstart 
Ehlers’ offence, Maurice wasn’t entirely sure. 

“Because if we’re going to assess Pierre-Luc’s season last year, I’m also 
wondering about that chemistry as well,” Maurice said. “There wasn’t any 
there. Now Pierre-Luc is a different player, granted, but before I’d revisit it 
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I would say I almost had a full year of work to say maybe there’s not 
something there. That’s part of why I’ve moved Nikky around the way I 
have and left (Evgeny Svechnikov) there, which I’ve been fine with. 
There are other options. I have to see Nikky there and I have to get Nikky 
going.” 

Gustafsson among three to receive letters in minors 

David Gustafsson has been named an alternate captain of the Manitoba 
Moose, the club announced on Thursday. 

Jimmy Oligny was named captain, and Cole Maier will serve with 
Gustafsson as the alternates. 

The move, while good news for how the organization views the Swede’s 
leadership skills, throws his future with the Jets this season into doubt. 

An injury could change that immediately, but for now, it looks like the 21-
year-old will have another year in the minors to marinate. 
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From Mark Scheifele to shell shock and back again, Winnipeg's growing 
pains persist 

 

Murat Ates 

10-13 minutes 12/4/2021 

 

Mark Scheifele scored a goal so gorgeous I thought it would ruin 
everything Paul Maurice had spent the week talking about. 

That’s not hyperbole. 

When Blake Wheeler sent a wall-to-wall pass to Neal Pionk into New 
Jersey’s zone early in Friday’s first period, Pionk was able to challenge 
P.K. Subban one-on-one just inside the Devils line. Pionk hesitated, 
faked a pass and drew two extra defenders toward himself before finding 
Scheifele alone in the high slot. 

That’s when I thought of Maurice’s analysis of Winnipeg’s offensive 
troubles — timely, given the Jets had just lost six out of seven games 
while scoring a total of nine goals: 

“There’s a whole bunch of offence in our game that we don’t tap into 
because we will constantly look to make another play instead of realizing 
it’s just not there.” 

Get the puck to the net. Be direct. Don’t look to make the extra play. 
These had been Winnipeg’s mantras since the unheralded Karel 
Vejmelka had stopped 46 shots to shut out the supposedly high-flying 
Jets on Monday. 

What did Scheifele do? 

He made about six dekes to leave forward Dawson Mercer and 
defenceman Ty Smith in his wake, then added four more to go forehand, 
backhand, forehand, backhand, shelf. It was the first goal of Winnipeg’s 
8-4 win and what was sure to be the nicest goal Scheifele scored all 
season. 

Scheifele’s highlight-reel night would end with a hat trick and still, with the 
Jets leading 1-0, I thought there was reason to be concerned. 

You might be aware, as a fan of the Jets, that they seldom make things 
easy on themselves. 

Carve apart teams through the seam early? Cheat for offence late. 
Dangle through defencemen early? Get beat in transition off failed one-
on-ones late. 

Getting the right things done the wrong way has been a theme this 
season — so much so that, despite generating all kinds of shot quantity 
during its three-week slide, Winnipeg was struggling to create the kind of 
quality that wins games. 

“We have a whole bunch of C chances that we create over the course of 
a game that we need to get to Bs and As just by traffic and rebounds,” 
Maurice said. 

And later: “The game that you can always sustain is the simplest shot 
goes to the net first.” 

Scheifele’s sorcery was anything but simple: 

“You just go with the mindset that you’re going to get to the net, you’re 
going to do the dirty things,” Scheifele said of his goal. “And when you 
get in a position like that, you just let instincts take over and you just try 
and play the game. That’s the fun part of hockey when you get a little bit 
of time and space and you get to make a play.” 

You could run that play 10 times from start to finish and Wheeler would 
find Pionk on nine or 10 of them. I’m guessing Pionk’s move would freeze 
three Devils maybe three or four times. 

Scheifele’s dangles are another calculus altogether, but my point is: This 
goal was incredible, but it’s tough to call it sustainable. There’s just too 
much magic mixed in with the math. 

So yes, I’ll admit it. I thought scoring such a beautiful goal early could be 
dangerous for the Jets as the game went on. I thought they’d try too hard 
to recreate it. 

Moments later, Pierre-Luc Dubois set up Nik Ehlers for a one-timer that 
made it 2-0 and everything was coming up Winnipeg. 

Still, I worried. 

That's about as nice of a start as you could hope for after a week that 
must have involved a lot of soul searching. Hopefully the game plan 
doesn't get lost amongst the highlight reel beginnings. 

These are the Jets we’re talking about. 

Kristian Vesalainen scored Winnipeg’s third straight beauty, cashing a 
behind-the-net feed from Paul Stastny to make it 3-0, but the wheels fell 
off soon afterward. Josh Morrissey was penalized for holding and Damon 
Severson gave New Jersey its first goal. Then Jack Hughes survived a 
heavy hit from Brenden Dillon and then beat Dillon to a rebound, making 
it 3-2 Jets before the end of the first period. 

It didn’t matter how beautiful its goals had been, Winnipeg had just one to 
spare. 

Then New Jersey scored twice more to open the second, bringing 
Winnipeg from the euphoria of Scheifele’s opening goal to a state of 
shock. 

The Jets couldn’t get going on the ice for several minutes after New 
Jersey’s fourth goal deflected off of Morrissey’s helmet and into the net. 
Off the ice, Maurice looked shell-shocked; he crossed his arms on the 
bench, watching stoically as opposed to showing anger. 

“I thought we were flat there for probably six or seven minutes,” Maurice 
said. “But there wasn’t a sense that this had gotten away. … Most of the 
problems we had in the first two periods are what we gave up. Pucks that 
we didn’t get deep, where we were trying to create something when there 
was nothing there.” 

This brings us back to the problems that have haunted the Jets 
throughout the past few weeks. 

Winnipeg has struggled to create offence from the most dangerous areas 
(and most difficult areas to get to) on the ice. Early in their five-game 
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losing streak, the Jets managed to stay dedicated to the game plan while 
losing but struggled to do so against Columbus, and they lacked quality 
in their 7-1 loss to Minnesota. 

Just when it looked like the Scheifele, Wheeler and Kyle Connor reunion 
had ignited Winnipeg’s offence against Calgary, the team looked 
powerless to score in the least dominant 46-15 shooting performance I 
can remember seeing. 

It shouldn’t have gotten this far, but Winnipeg either had to get back to its 
game plan against New Jersey or cheat for offence all over again and 
risk getting picked apart. 

That’s when Ehlers and Copp stuffed New Jersey’s breakout attempt, 
Dubois teed up Ehlers for his second of the night and Winnipeg got its 
game back. 

Morrissey scored on a deflection, and Scheifele scored a coast-to-coast 
goal on the power play that seemed to put the game beyond doubt. 

“I knew there was only 18 seconds when I looked up,” Scheifele said 
(and you can see him looking at the scoreboard at the start of this clip.) “I 
knew we weren’t going to be able to get set, so I just picked up speed. A 
lot of times, teams in that situation kind of sit back and think there’s not 
enough time. I just tried to pick up enough speed and wanted to get 
(Connor Hellebuyck) an assist.” 

It must be nice to be able to decide to take on three defenders and then 
beat them all and the goalie too. 

But it wasn’t Scheifele’s individual effort that Maurice praised most after 
the game. It was the greasy goals scored by Vesalainen, Morrissey and 
Adam Lowry. 

(Note that Lowry’s goal had originally been credited to Stanley. Maurice 
wouldn’t have seen the update at the time of his news conference.) 

“What (Scheifele) can do at speed, not a lot of guys can,” Maurice said, 
“But the focus for us was more the Vesalainen goal from the slot, the 
Morrissey goal — not the one that hit him in the head, the one that he 
tipped — and really, the (Logan) Stanley goal would be important to what 
we were trying to get done. Lowry, net front, forced the goaltender to 
move, to find the puck, and Logan hits the net.” 

It’s this kind of traffic — as opposed to end-to-end skill — that Maurice 
believes will lead to a more sustainable offensive game. 

He’s talked about it a lot this season, claiming that Winnipeg’s offence is 
a few tweaks from being better than it has been in years. He’s referenced 
the size of his centres — Scheifele, Dubois and Lowry are big and strong 
— and talked about how quickly seam passes disappear in the playoffs. 

I think what we are seeing is a tell regarding how Maurice believes 
Winnipeg was beaten by Montreal. The Jets tried to succeed with 
regular-season offence — seam plays, high-risk plays, one-on-ones — 
while the Canadiens drove the puck to the net. 

Last year’s Jets weren’t good enough on defence to earn very many 
opportunities to drive the net. This year’s version gets more stops, 
transitions more pucks and moves defencemen into offensive positions 
— just like Pionk on Scheifele’s first goal. 

Winnipeg’s goal is to build a foundation of offence based on net-front 
traffic without losing the incredible skill of players like Scheifele. 

The goal is to score goals like this one-timer when they’re there and to 
score goals like Lowry’s greasy one when they’re not. 

“I think I was cocked and ready for that pass from our own blue line,” 
Scheifele said. “I saw it developing and we’ve done that one in practice 
and done that one over the years. Obviously, the whole play was from 
(Kyle Connor), he came out of the D-zone with a ton of speed, backed 
their D off, had a great middle-lane drive and Wheels made a perfect 
pass and all I had to do was hit the puck.” 

“Mark can do that,” Maurice said. “He has the ability to do that. But we 
can’t template that in our game … I guess what I’m trying to say is there’s 
a percentage of the game that’s the players alone. Coaching’s got 
nothing to do with it. Mark’s goals were that. The other kind of goals, 
where, as a coach, you want to get involved in, is net traffic, timing the 
slot, those kind of things. I think that in the past, you’ve seen Mark score 
goals like that, and we have players that can score like that. We have to 
have another chunk to that so if we only had those tonight, we had 
Mark’s three and Nikky’s one for sure, maybe two, but the other goals are 
ones we can manufacture even if our hands are there or we’re not getting 
those Grade-A chances.” 

It’s not the most articulate paragraph you’ll hear from a highly articulate 
coach, but it conveys a certain truth. 

Winnipeg can score goals like Scheifele’s highlight-reel hat trick. It will 
score goals like these again. Maurice is betting that those goals dry up in 
April, May and June. He’s also betting that his star players will learn to 
agree with him. 

Right, wrong, hapless or brilliant, Maurice is trying to play the long game. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Monahan helps spark Flames to shootout victory in 
Anaheim 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

ANAHEIM — First, Sean Monahan helped one of his buddies to bust an 
offensive slump. He batted a beauty of a pass to Blake Coleman, who 
ended his 16-game goal drought with a no-doubter. 

Next, Monahan snapped out of scoring funk of his own. Left alone at the 
edge of the crease, he tucked a blocker-side shot just inside the post. 
That marked his first lamp-lighting in almost a month — a dozen 
contests, to be exact — and his first even-strength strike of the entire 
season. 

So much has been going right for these Calgary Flames, but many have 
been wondering if they could somehow get Monahan going. 

This, arguably his finest outing of the campaign to date, could be the start 
of something. 

The third-line centre was a key contributor Friday as the Flames 
completed a sweep of a back-to-back set in SoCal with a 4-3 shootout 
triumph over the Anaheim Ducks at Honda Center. 

“It was nice to see him get rewarded,” said Flames assistant coach Ryan 
Huska of Monahan. “He’s been working. That’s a hard part when you 
have a guy who’s used to scoring all the time — or regularly, I should say 
— and they haven’t been going in easy for him this year. But he’s been 
working over the last little while, and you just had a sense that eventually 
it was going to go for him. It was nice to see him get on the board. 

“He’s an important player for us. He does a lot of things well. And if we 
can get him feeling really good about his offensive game again, it’s going 
to make our team that much better.” 

The Flames are now 15-4-5. With 35 points, they’re tied for top spot in 
the NHL’s overall standings. 

They boast the best defensive numbers on the loop, but a little secondary 
scoring would be welcome. 
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“You just have to grind,” said Monahan, who has racked up 206 career 
goals — most of those coming during his days as Johnny Gaudreau’s 
sharpshooting sidekick on the top unit — but is now playing further down 
the lineup. “When it’s not coming, it’s not working, you just have to grind 
through it and stick with it. I mean, you don’t want to get frustrated 
because then you lose other aspects in your game. I think you just have 
to stick with it and build your confidence up slowly.” 

Friday’s two-point performance should provide a boost for the 27-year-
old alternate captain. 

Fresh off a 3-2 victory up the road in Los Angeles, the Flames found 
themselves trailing for the second consecutive night after Sonny Milano 
capitalized on a fortunate bounce early in the second, but the deficit 
lasted less than three minutes before the equalizer from Coleman. 

Calgary’s prized free-agent acquisition arrived in Anaheim with just three 
goals — all during the month of October — and six points and was 
honest after an optional morning skate that he has “higher expectations 
of where I should be in that department.” The 30-year-old winger was a 
determined dude Friday evening and he received a gift when Monahan, 
despite being watched closely by a defender, chopped that puck his way. 

That was followed by a close-range, bar-down blast from Elias Lindholm, 
and then another contribution from the new-look third line of Monahan, 
Coleman and Trevor Lewis. 

The Ducks somehow lost track of Monahan — he’s been cold, but … — 
and Lewis, covering the point, found his friend with a pass from just 
inside the blue-line. Monahan had all sorts of time but didn’t waste any, 
turning to fling a forehand past John Gibson in the home crease. 

In that moment, No. 23 looked more like the guy who scored 20-plus in 
each of his first seven seasons in the NHL than a guy who has been 
mostly an offensive non-factor this fall in his return from hip surgery. 

Despite his offensive woes, Huska couldn’t have been much more 
complimentary of the way that Monahan has gone about his business. 

“I think it started last year a little bit, where he was asked to change his 
role a touch to be a better 200-foot player, and not one complaint at the 
time,” Huska said. “This year, moved to different situations, probably 
situations that he wasn’t expecting at the start of the year, and hasn’t had 
a bad day yet. Not one complaint about it and he’s continued to work. 

“And I think that says a lot about his character and what he’s willing to do 
to help our team have success.” 

The visitors surrendered a last-minute goal in Friday’s middle stanza and 
the Ducks tied it up after an oopsie by Erik Gudbranson — without any 
pressure to blame, he fired a puck over the glass early in the third — but 
this ultimately turned out to be another successful night for the Flames. 

Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk both cashed in the breakaway 
competition, while backup goaltender Daniel Vladar didn’t allow anything 
at the opposite end. 

“It’s always nice to put one in the net and come out with the win. It’s a 
good feeling,” Monahan said afterward. “Wherever I am in the lineup, you 
try to thrive in that spot. The biggest thing I’m happy about is where we 
are in the standings.” 

HONDA HOMECOMING 

Gudbranson scored four times for the Ducks during the 2019-20 
campaign, equalling his career best before the pandemic halted play with 
about three weeks remaining in the regular season. 

So what sort of highlight montage was the 29-year-old rearguard 
anticipating in his return to Honda Center? 

“Probably nothing,” he deadpanned after an optional morning skate. “I 
wasn’t here that long.” 

Gudbranson was right — there was no video tribute from his old team, no 
roar of applause to commemorate his 44 appearances on behalf of the 
Ducks. 

He did, however, make himself known in Friday’s divisional dust-up. He 
made a key block — playing goalie against opposing blue-liner Kevin 
Shattenkirk — on an early penalty kill and crunched Adam Henrique just 
before the first intermission. 

Despite that third-period blunder that resulted in a power-play goal by 
Vinni Lettieri, Gudbranson has been a nice addition for the Flames, a 
steady and surly presence on the bottom pairing and a go-to guy in 
shorthanded scenarios. 

The hard-nosed heavy was asked Friday if he figures his style is 
especially well-suited to the Pacific Division. Having now toiled with 
seven different teams, he doesn’t necessarily see it that way. 

“I think it’s effective everywhere in the NHL,” Gudbranson said. “It’s a 
physical sport and if you go into a game not expecting to make contact 
with guys, it’s going to make it a pretty easy night for your opponent. So 
you have to be physical and from here on in, it’s only going to get more 
physical, especially higher up in the division. 

“These divisional games, it’s mandatory that you have to get physical 
with guys. And especially the skill players, because there are guys that 
can make plays and they can score almost at will if you don’t play them 
hard. So just trying to put that little bit of doubt in their minds is really 
good.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS 

Vladar has made a heck of an impression in six starts so far in his first 
campaign in Calgary. The 24-year-old from the Czech Republic owns a 
5-0-1 record with a stingy 1.78 goals-against average. “Obviously it 
means a lot, but as I’ve said before, I don’t want to get too high from it,” 
Vladar said after a 31-save showing. “I go into every game, I know it’s 0-
0. And the other team, I’m pretty sure they don’t care if I’m 5-0-1 or 0-6. 
They are trying to beat me and I take it as a matchup — so today I was 
against Gibson, that was my matchup. I was just trying to beat him. I 
wasn’t trying to beat my record or something.” … When Lindholm buried 
his latest, the Flames became just the third team in the NHL with a hat-
trick of snipers with 10-plus goals already this season. The Edmonton 
Oilers and the Toronto Maple Leafs are the others. With his 10th tally, 
Lindholm joined Andrew Mangiapane (16) and Tkachuk (11) in double 
digits … Mangiapane was blanked Friday, just the fourth away game that 
he has failed to find the back of the net. Coleman was marvelling prior to 
this date against the Ducks about Mangiapane’s scoring exploits in 
enemy rinks, noting that “on the road, he’s kind of superhuman right 
now.” Any idea why? “Maybe he’s got some good dinner spots in every 
city that are getting him going,” Coleman reasoned, before coming up 
with this quip. “Or maybe he’s got a tough personal life — he just likes to 
get out and be away for a little bit” … The Flames shuffled three of their 
lines in Anaheim, but a revamped fourth unit — Dillon Dube on the left, 
Brad Richardson up the middle and Tyler Pitlick on right wing — didn’t 
see the ice in the third period after giving up that goal to Rickard Rakell 
just before the intermission. 

OFF THE GLASS 

The Flames are now riding an eight-game point streak away from the 
Saddledome, two shy of matching the longest road run in franchise 
history. They are 6-0-2 over that span, including five straight wins … This 
four-game getaway continues Sunday against the Vegas Golden Knights 
(8 p.m. MT, Sportsnet One/Sportsnet 960 The Fan) … The Ducks 
announced their captain, Ryan Getzlaf, is out week-to-week due a lower-
body injury. The 36-year-old Getzlaf, who starred way-back-when for the 
Western Hockey League’s Calgary Hitmen, is now Anaheim’s all-time 
scoring leader and the newest member of the NHL’s 1,000-point club … 
Flames forward prospect Rory Kerins was surely disappointed that he 
didn’t earn an invite to Canada’s world junior camp. On Friday, he took 
his frustrations out on the Guelph Storm. The 19-year-old centre scored 
twice and added a pair of assists to power his Soo Greyhounds to a 7-2 
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rout. Kerins, who attended Hockey Canada’s summer evaluation camp 
and was certainly on the radar to represent his country at the 
international showdown, was also 11-for-15 at the faceoff dot as part of a 
first-star performance. 
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Teddy Bear Toss on tap Saturday for high-scoring Hitmen 

 

Todd Saelhof 

 

Jackson van de Leest playfully gave his shirt a little tug when Brayden 
Peters was asked who might be the most deserving of Calgary Hitmen to 
trigger the avalanche of stuffies Saturday at the Saddledome. 

“Yeah … Vandy might be a fan favourite for it,” said the Hitmen 
goaltender, perhaps bowing to the peer pressure of his captain sitt ing 
beside him at the podium while taking on questions about the Hitmen’s 
annual Teddy Bear Toss. 

“But right now, I think the line of Tschigs, Fidds and Funk (is a good bet),” 
continued Peters. “I think one of those three has a good chance of 
scoring that goal.” 

Indeed, the smart money to score the game’s first goal and set off a 
snowfall of stuffed animals would be on one of the talents of the team’s 
top trio. Zac Funk, Riley Fiddler-Schultz and WHL Player of the Week 
Sean Tschigerl are uber-hot these days, having sniped 11 of the team’s 
24 goals during what’s been a winning three-game homestand so far. 

But it’s not always the tried-and-true goal-scorers who pop the tilt’s initial 
tally to unload the teddy bears. 

And van de Leest has a few ideas himself as to who he’d like to see light 
the lamp to ignite the fans — and the stuffies — Saturday against the 
incoming Lethbridge Hurricanes at the Scotiabank Saddledome (2 p.m.). 

“We’ve got a couple of guys that haven’t got their first WHL goal yet, and 
I think that would be a cherry-on-top moment to say, ‘My first WHL goal 
was a Teddy Bear Toss goal,’” said captain van de Leest. “Mason Finley 
— I’ve got my fingers crossed for him. Billal Noori — same. Matthew 
Sutter — that’s a good defenceman. I’d be really excited for him to score 
it. 

“But I think with the way Tschigs and Fidds are playing, it’ll be hard to 
hold them back and have someone else score it.” 

No matter the goal-scorer, though, it’s always quite the sight to behold. 

Since it’s been two years — or 734 days, to be exact — from the last 
ENMAX Teddy Bear Toss, here’s a reminder of how it goes … 

The Hitmen are calling on fans and the community to help fulfil the need 
for stuffed animals by bringing a new or gently used small- or medium-
sized stuffed toys to toss onto the ice when the club scores its first goal 
Saturday. After the flurry of furries — and the ensuing clean-up — the 
Hitmen donate them to more than 50 local agencies for the holiday 
season, including the Alberta Children’s Hospital, Calgary Food Bank 
and Siksika Nation. 

“It’s always a privilege to experience the generosity of Calgarians as our 
team members collect bears on the ice during the ENMAX Teddy Bear 
Toss game,” said Kara Kingston, director, brand, communications and 
community for ENMAX. “At ENMAX, we believe in the power of 
community. We are proud to be involved in this event and are grateful to 
the Calgary Hitmen for this opportunity to help make a difference for 
children in our community.” 

Tickets for the 26th edition of the Teddy Bear Toss are available at 
www.hitmenhockey.com. 

“We missed out on getting to have the fans last year, especially with the 
amount of people that are at this game, and the event is always fun,” 
Peters said. “And also it’s a great cause where we can try to make so 
many people happy just from the event that we put on here. We get to 
play a game of hockey in the Saddledome in front of 15,000-plus fans, 
which is always a great experience for the guys coming into this league. 
And for the veteran guys on this team, it never gets old to play in front of 
that crowd.” 

“It’s a huge part of the year,” agreed van de Leest. “A lot of guys 
comment that it is their favourite game of the year for a multitude of 
reasons. The energy in the rink is phenomenal, obviously. And then the 
cause we’re putting it towards, it makes everyone feel really good. That 
day we spend afterwards and going to the hospital (to give stuffies to 
children) — I’m not sure if we’re going to do that this year with COVID 
and everything — and being able to make an impact in the community 
really makes it a special moment.” 

Of course, there’s a hockey game at play, too. 

So the Hitmen — now at 10-9 and in sixth place of the WHL’s Eastern 
Conference heading into Friday’s action — are hoping to make the day 
an extra-special one with yet another win to round out this homestand. 

“The players know the Teddy Bear Toss, especially in Calgary, is an 
event,” said Hitmen head coach Steve Hamilton. “And every year that 
I’ve been here, and, for many years prior to me being here, I’m sure 
every coach that’s been here has had the same conversation that it’s an 
event within the game and we’ve got to prioritize the game. The event will 
— knock on wood — take place at some point during the game, but 
ultimately, we’re playing for two points in the standings against a team 
that laid the boots to us pretty well in the first couple of games of the 
year.” 

That said, does the bench boss have a favourite he’d like to see ignite 
the toss? 

“I will say as a coach that it’s not difficult to try and convince them to 
shoot on Teddy Bear night,” said Hamilton, with a smile. “Everybody 
wants to pull the trigger, so there will be a lot of volume, I’m sure.” 

And a lot of fun. 

“It is really a special event — just what it means to community, the 
recognition and support we get from fans, the number of bears we get 
and the ability to distribute them to the Alberta Children’s Hospital and 
the charities that benefit from it,” Hamilton added. “It really is impactful 
and meaningful on a lot of people’s lives. Yeah, it does take place within 
the scope of a hockey game, but it is a bigger picture event for the 
community, and that’s why people embrace it.” 
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‘He’s gotta play’: Sutter, Treliving explain Valimaki’s demotion to minors 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

ANAHEIM — The explanation is simple. 

In fact, both Darryl Sutter and Brad Treliving — the head coach and 
general manager, respectively, for the Calgary Flames — summed it up 
in three words. The exact same three words. 

“He’s gotta play.” 
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Juuso Valimaki had barely been playing for the Flames, dressed for just 
one game over the past month and change. 

Which is why the 23-year-old defenceman has been dispatched to the 
minors, reassigned to the American Hockey League’s Stockton Heat. 

“He’s gotta play, so we’re getting him playing,” Treliving said. “He’s a 
young player. He’s an important player for us. He’s had some starts and 
stops the last little bit. We have a lot of bodies here on the blue-line. And 
he’s gotta play, above everything else. 

“Young players have to play, wherever they’re at. If they’re here, they’re 
playing. If not, then they have to go play. And Juuso has to play. That’s 
the only thought behind it.” 

Valimaki was a first-round pick in the 2017 NHL Draft and was not long 
ago considered Calgary’s top prospect at any position, but his 
development has been slowed by injuries, including a major knee surgery 
that cost him for the entirety of the 2019-20 campaign. 

While he logged 49 appearances with the Flames last winter, he was 
scratched several times after the coaching change, with Sutter being 
blunt about the fact that he needed the youngster to pick up the pace of 
his game. 

Most still expected Valimaki would be an every-nighter this fall, but that 
changed with the emergence of fellow left-hander Oliver Kylington. And 
then, after he’d suited up for seven in a row on the third pairing, Nikita 
Zadorov muscled into that spot. 

Prior to his demotion, Valimaki had been a spectator for 14 of the past 15 
outings. That’s a lot of press-box time for a guy who is still working to 
reach his potential. 

“Just very clear — he’s gotta play lots,” Sutter said. “I think he probably 
got ahead of the curve a little bit. I mean, heck, I think there are four guys 
older than him in Stockton, too, on defence. He’s the youngest 
defenceman here, and it doesn’t serve any purpose to (have him sitting). 
He’s gotta play games. 

“He’s gotta get back to earning it and showing it, rather than bestowed 
upon him.” 

Some have wondered why this move didn’t come two or three weeks 
ago, especially since Valimaki didn’t require waivers to be assigned to 
the farm. 

“We had some questions on our back end coming out of training camp,” 
Treliving reminded. “We went on that first eastern trip, and Juuso played 
all the games. And now, he’s been out for a period of time and we 
wanted to keep people here, just with the number of games we were 
playing and location we were at. 

“That first 20-some games, with how condensed it was, I still felt he was 
progressing just even in the practice time he had. But now it gets to the 
point where he can’t be out. You can’t be out this period of time, 
specifically when you’re a young player. So we’ve had a plan in place 
and if he was on the outside looking in at this particular time, then he had 
to go down and play.” 

Valimaki was in Stockton’s lineup Friday against the San Diego Gulls. 

He should be a workhorse for the Heat, including duties on both the 
power play and penalty kill. In other words, there will be plenty of 
opportunity to prove that he belongs in the big leagues. 

As Sutter put it, “The foundation of his game, he’s gotta get that in order 
in terms of how you have to play in the NHL to be successful.” 

“No. 1, it’s to get reps and to play in all situations, but it’s not just to log 
minutes. It’s to play properly,” Treliving added. “So there are certain 
things that we want him to continue to push at. But No. 1, it’s getting 
game reps in. He has to do that at a high pace. He has to do that on a 
consistent basis. Playing one, sitting out a few, playing one, that doesn’t 
… He has to get back into a rhythm and get game action under him. 
There’s only so much you can do in practice. Now, you have to get game 

reps. I don’t look at this as a negative at all. This is part of the process for 
a young player developing on a good team. It’ll be really good for him 
down there.” 

And when will he be back? 

Too soon to say. 

“He went down there with the absolute right attitude,” Treliving said. “He 
wants to be an NHL player. Everybody does. So I’d be lying to you if I 
said he gave me a big hug and thanked me. Certainly, he feels he can be 
playing here, and that’s great. That’s the attitude you want. But not to the 
detriment of going down there with the wrong attitude, and I have zero 
concern that he’s not going to go there with the right attitude and handle 
the situation properly. 

“Obviously, he wants to be here but he certainly understands the 
situation and he’s gotta go play. Sometimes, you have to keep the picture 
small. It’s not necessarily, ‘What is this grandiose plan?’ The plan is right 
now you have to get some games in, get some game action, and then 
we’ll go from there.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Flames take on red-hot Ducks 

 

Kristen Anderson 

 

CALGARY FLAMES (14-4-5) at ANAHEIM DUCKS (13-8-3) 

Friday, 8 p.m. MT, Honda Center; TV: Sportsnet One, Sportsnet East, 
Sportsnet Pacific, Sportsnet Ontario; Radio: Sportsnet 960 The Fan 

WHY WATCH? IT’S VLADDY TIME 

Jacob Markstrom has been one of the best stories for the Calgary 
Flames this season, but so has friendly back-up netminder Dan Vladar 
and there’s a good chance we’ll see him between the pipes on Friday. 
The 24-year old Czech native hasn’t played since Nov. 21 at Boston, 
which is a long while to sit idle. Vladar doesn’t mind, however, as he is 
learning valuable lessons from Markstrom. Vladar sports a 4-0-1 record 
this season with a 1.57 goals-against average and .946 save percentage 
and two shutouts. 

POINTS LEADERS 

Flames 

Johnny Gaudreau — 23 GP, 9 G, 17 A, 26 PTS, +15 

Elias Lindholm — 23 GP, 9 G, 14 A, 23 PTS, +19 

Matthew Tkachuk — 23 GP, 11 G, 9 A, 20 PTS, +12 

Ducks 

Troy Terry — 23 GP, 15 G, 10 A, 25 PTS, +3 

Ryan Getzlaf — 23 GP, 1 G, 19 A, 20 PTS, 0 

Trevor Zegras — 22 GP, 6 G, 11 A, 17 PTS, -6 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Flames: PP — 26.2% (5th); PK — 87.3% (5th) 

Ducks: PP — 27.1% (3rd); PK — 84.9% (8th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. Don’t look now, but the Anaheim Ducks — who many people counted 
out at the beginning of the season — have taken the Pacific Division by 
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storm and are hot on the heels of the Flames and Edmonton Oilers. They 
have won 11 of their last 15, including a wild 6-5 victory over the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Wednesday. They’re 9-4-1 at Honda Center, which 
typically hasn’t been a kind place to the Flames (although their last game 
at Anaheim was a 6-0 blanking of the Ducks on Feb. 13, 2020, before 
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions took hold). 

2. Part of the Ducks’ success has been because of Troy Terry’s breakout 
season, his fourth in the NHL after being selected in the fifth round of the 
2015 draft. The Denver native posted the longest point streak by a Ducks 
player — 16 games — since Corey Perry in 2009. A former U.S. world 
junior darling, there is a good chance if he can keep up this level of play, 
he’ll be on the American squad at the 2022 Winter Olympic Games in 
Beijing. He has 15 goals and 10 assists in 23 games this season, which 
was the sixth-most points among NHL players heading into Thursday’s 
action. 

3. These teams squared off in Calgary’s second game this season, as 
the Ducks beat the Flames 3-2 in overtime at that Scotiabank 
Saddledome. John Gibson made 41 saves and Jamie Drysdale scored 
with 1:34 left in overtime — a one-timer off a pass from Terry. Cam 
Fowler and Rickard Rakell scored for Anaheim, while Elias Lindholm and 
Blake Coleman, with his first goal in Calgary silks, scored for the Flames. 
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Why was Calgary’s Juuso Valimaki assigned to the AHL and what comes 
next? 

 

By Hailey Salvian Dec 3, 2021  

 

LOS ANGELES — We could have seen this coming. And, in hindsight, it 
probably should have happened sooner. 

Juuso Valimaki has only played one game with the Flames in the last five 
weeks, and eight through the opening two months of the season. He’s 
now been a healthy scratch 15 times in 2021-22. And on Thursday night, 
ahead of the Flames’ game against the L.A. Kings, the team announced 
that Valimaki — who is waivers-exempt — would be assigned to the AHL 
Stockton Heat. How long his assignment will last remains to be seen. 

The Flames went into training camp with four left-shot defenceman, and 
with the surprise emergence of Oliver Kylington as a top-four 
defenceman, and the use of Nikita Zadorov on the third pair, Valimaki 
has frequently found himself as the odd man out. When he’s been in the 
lineup, Valimaki has played on the third pair with Erik Gudbranson with 
minimal special teams opportunities — and almost no power play time 
and modest time on the penalty kill (53 seconds per game). He has two 
assists in eight games and has graded near the bottom of the Flames’ 
blue line in most metrics. He’s been fine overall though, no worse than, 
say, Zadorov. However, Zadorov (6-foot-6) brings a physical element to 
the game that makes him hard to play against in a way Valimaki can’t. 
That is especially valuable within a system that focuses on boxing out 
and clearing lanes in front of the net. 

No matter where you stand between who should be in over who, it’s clear 
that if the Flames were not going to play Valimaki, he needs to play 
somewhere else. 

Valimaki is 23 years old, with only three years of professional hockey, 
and one lost season due to injury, under his belt. He’s still progressing as 
an NHL defender. And eight games is just not enough hockey for a 
young player to take the proper, positive steps in their development. 
General manager Brad Treliving alluded to that in a recent interview with 
Sportsnet 960 last week when asked about Valimaki. 

“When he’s gone in there, Juuso I think has played some good hockey,” 
he said. “But, especially for a younger player, we’ve got to make sure 
he’s continuing to get reps. … At his age and where his development 
path is, he’s got to continue to get some ice time.” 

No path to the NHL is easy. But, it has been a particularly hard road for 
Valimaki since being drafted 16th in 2017. 

A high ankle sprain limited him to 24 NHL games in what was meant to 
be his rookie year in 2018-19, followed by a knee injury while training that 
summer, which required significant surgery. That cost him the entire 
2019-20 season. His hopes of getting back in time for the end of the 
season were dashed by the suspension of the season due to COVID-19. 
And he did not suit up for the bubble when the NHL returned, despite 
being healthy, in part due to the Flames acquiring pieces for the blue line 
at the trade deadline, and some savvy asset management that would 
ensure Valimaki be exempt from the then-looming Seattle Expansion 
draft. It all combined to be a near two-year (20 months) hiatus from the 
NHL. It certainly hasn’t been easy coming back either, with a difficult 
2020-21 season that included the continued pandemic, a coaching 
change, and more healthy scratches. And now, there’s this “demotion” to 
the American Hockey League for the first time in his career. 

This might seem like another setback in Valimaki’s short career filled with 
one bad break after another. But it doesn’t have to be. In a perfect world, 
this will be a good thing for Valimaki. 

With Stockton, he can join the team and take on top-pair minutes, 
quarterback the power play, get on the penalty kill, build up his 
confidence again, and hopefully be dominant in the minors with a 
Stockton team that currently ranks first in their division, like the Flames. 
And isn’t that almost better than playing sheltered, third-pair minutes in 
Calgary? Valimaki has long been projected to be a top-four, offensive 
defenceman, with power-play capabilities. So, isn’t it more valuable to the 
Flames getting Valimaki minutes (albeit in the minors) in a role he’s 
actually going to play down the road at the NHL level? 

Not only can he get his confidence, and offensive game back, but he can 
also work on his pace of play, and be harder to play against — two things 
coach Darryl Sutter has mentioned when talking about what the Flames 
need to do to be successful, and two things Valimaki has struggled with. 

“You have to have an identity,” Sutter said on Wednesday. “Really 
simple. We’re trying to get the respect back in the league and the identity 
back. 

“The best teams (in the division) are still Edmonton and Las Vegas and 
there’s a good reason: They’re big, fast teams. It’s not based on one 
player. It’s based on how your team needs to play. We’re still working on 
that. We still have guys here that I’ve got to get them up to that. If they 
tail off or they don’t play, or they don’t play as much, that’s why. I can live 
with mistakes and everything, but you’ve got to play a certain way to be 
successful in this league.” 

“I can live with mistakes…but you’ve got to play a certain way to be 
successful in this league.” 

Perhaps this was a moment of foreshadowing earlier in the week that 
something was coming, or maybe I’m reading into it too much. But we 
can see that Valimaki is not playing the Sutter way consistently enough 
to be in the lineup. And that will certainly something Valimaki will be 
asked to work on while in Stockton. 

Now, all that being said, it’s fair to wonder if Valimaki has really been 
given a chance to showcase himself in Calgary. On top of the injuries 
and the global pandemic, I’m not convinced that he’s always been set up 
for success in that regard. 

He was drafted and projected to be a top-four offensive defender, yet has 
rarely cracked the top-four and barely seen any time on the power play, 
behind players like Mark Giordano, Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin 
on the depth chart. To be fair, those are players with more experience 
and success in those positions. It’s another tough hand for Valimaki 
there. However, in the last two seasons, Valimaki has played at least 30 
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minutes with seven different D-partners. And, in the three years, he’s 
played, he’s gone through two mid-season coaching changes and had 
three different coaches: Bill Peters, Geoff Ward, and Sutter. 

SEASON D-PARTNER TIME ON ICE 

2021-22 

Erik Gudbranson 

104 

2020-21 

Nikita Nesterov 

297 

2020-21 

Michael Stone 

139 

2020-21 

Rasmus Andersson 

68 

2020-21 

Oliver Kylington 

54 

2020-21 

Mark Giordano 

35 

2020-21 

Chris Tanev 

34 

Players need to earn their ice time and opportunities. This is the NHL 
after all. But it’s hard for a player to find their footing in the league, and 
be consistent when their environment has rarely ever been consistent. 

Again, this news doesn’t need to be a bad thing. Valimaki can still be a 
very important piece of the Flames’ future — Kylington is a shining 
example not to give up on prospects who might take some time. He just 
needs somewhere to play that is going to help him develop into an 
impactful player. Right now, he’s being given that opportunity with 
Stockton. And all he can do is play, and make the most of the chances 
he’s given. 

The rest, unfortunately, is out of his hands. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: We regret to inform everyone that we 
have a new No. 1. The Toronto Maple Leafs are here 

 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn  

Dec 3, 2021  

  

Welcome back to the Power Rankings. We’re happy to have you. 

Our original plan for a theme this week? An NHL-specific version of 
Spotify Unwrapped. We bailed on that upon the realization that a) it’d 
probably take days and b) we didn’t actually have any ideas beyond the 
concept. Whoops! 

That’s fine, though — turns out we didn’t need something flashy. The 
team at the top is more than enough of a hook. 

The tiebreaker this week? Good ol’ point totals. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 17-6-1 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: How do you feel about this one? 

Sean: I said something similar after they made their last jump: If there 
was any way to get out of this, I’d find it. They just went 3-0-0 while 
outscoring their opponents 14-4, though. What was I supposed to do? I 
enjoyed having them lower than you for this long, but it was also, at the 
time, actually aligned with my real opinion. Now … what? Grasp for 
straws on their expected goal share from the past week, when it was 
really only their luck flipping back to not-terrible? Couldn’t bring myself to 
do it. 

Dom: There’s no way, this team is inevitable in the way they can drive up 
hope. Just when you think it’s all apathy until they actually do a damn 
thing in the playoffs, they suck you back in with wins in 15 of 17 games. 
This team feels different. But I’m also a sucker so I could be wrong. 
Again. 

Sean: Who is this “you”? 

Dom: It me. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 16-4-3 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Pretty ho-hum week for the Panthers. They’re good, and we’ve 
talked about them at length. It’s worth focusing on a couple of their 
centers. Joe Thornton, more than likely, is about to stop his climb up the 
NHL’s all-time points list. Unless he can scrape together 67 more to pass 
Raymond Bourque, he’s going to be No. 12. Not bad. Also, Eetu 
Luostarinen scored his seventh goal of the season on Tuesday and is 
fifth among Panthers’ forwards in expected goals share. Not a bad return 
in the Vincent Trocheck deal. 

Dom: I remember at the start of the year my model thought Luostarinen 
was terrible because he looked dreadful offensively over the past two 
years. Nice to see him figuring things out and nice to see my model still 
doesn’t have the “plays for Panthers equals better than expected” thing 
figured out. Add it to the list featuring Sam Bennett, Brandon Montour, 
Alex Wennberg, Carter Verhaeghe and Anthony Duclair, I guess. 

Also, let’s maybe not make a habit of going down 4-1 first, yeah? Two 
straight comeback wins down 4-1 is cool and all, but it’s even cooler to… 
not do that in the first place! 

Sean: Then they were down three again, and came back again. I actually 
think that’s very cool. 

3. Washington Capitals 

Record: 14-4-6 
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Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Really funny sub-headline on NHL.com after the Caps’ 
Wednesday loss to the (?) Blackhawks: Ovechkin doesn’t score. Now, I 
know his next one will be 750, and his next one on the power play will set 
the record. That’s big stuff. People care. But the fact that a hockey player 
not scoring says something pretty special, regardless of the context, 
about that hockey player. 

This is heresy, but … imagine what Ovechkin would have done had he 
played with this version of Evgeny Kuznetsov for his whole career. Or 
just for a season when he was, like, 24. Anyway, he had four goals this 
week. 

Dom: I don’t know, 24-year-old Ovechkin played with a pretty good 
center back then. Nicklas Backstrom, ever heard of him? Had 68 assists 
and 101 points that year? Seems okay. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Record:14-4-5  

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Yesterday I released my first edition of awards watch and it’s a fun 
one if you’re a Calgary fan because there’s a Flame in the running for 
almost every award. Johnny Gaudreau is in the Hart conversation. 
Rasmus Andersson won’t be a Norris contender by any means, but he’s 
been excellent so far. Jacob Markstrom is definitely one of the Vezina 
front-runners. And with the way the top line has been playing at five-on-
five, Elias Lindholm might sneak his way onto some Selke Trophy ballots. 
And that doesn’t even cover that Darryl Sutter has to be the top 
candidate to win coach of the year. Everything is going well for the 
Flames and they just rattled off another win against the Kings. This team 
is built to go deep. 

Sean: The Penguins broadcast team hasn’t gotten to see Markstrom all 
that much in his career. Earlier this week, Bob Errey — a few times — 
basically said, “Wow, this guy is big and good.” It’s true. Very big, very 
good. Johnny Gaudreau? Very small, very good. I really enjoy watching 
this team play. 

5. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 16-6-1 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: We talk about Kirill Kaprizov a lot here. That’s fine! He’s fun! But, 
uh, Ryan Hartman has 13 goals. He had 10 shots against the Devils on 
Wednesday night. A lot of those are off Kaprizov feeds, but the dude is 
still at 84 shots on the year already. I’m not sure he’s going to keep up 
the 46-goal pace, but that’s solid output. 

Dom: I remember opening night for the Blackhawks in 2017 and they 
routed the Penguins 10-1. Hartman had a five-point night and I was sure 
he was going to be a star for them. It’s taken a while, but he’s finally 
putting it all together. He and Joel Eriksson Ek make up a decent one-
two punch down the middle. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 13-5-4 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Victor Hedman, mad as all hell that he took the penalty that led to 
St. Louis’s tying goal Thursday night, did that thing only the best of the 
best in this league can do: took over. He answered back, scoring the go-
ahead goal and then added insurance soon after to make it 4-2. Last 
year was an off year by his standards, but he’s back on his bullshit again. 
Against the Blues he had two goals, one assist, a 75 percent expected 
goals rate and was plus two on the night. Not bad. He might be adding 
another Norris Trophy to his collection if he keeps this up. 

Sean: How about that first one he put past poor Ville Husso? I believe I 
heard on the Blues broadcast that it was 98.7 mph. Husso, they said, has 
a good glove hand. All he did was wave goodbye to the puck once it was 
in the net. Honestly, aren’t you kind of glad Hedman is himself again? We 
both were expecting the bounceback. It’s a good reminder that guys play 
hurt, and it affects their output. 

Dom: Definitely. He’s a treat to watch and the league is better when the 
best players are at their best. 

7. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 16-5-0 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The Oilers are 16-5-0 and owners of the best points percentage in 
hockey. Naturally, we have them… seventh. Remember, these aren’t the 
Power Standings. While this team is an absolute wagon on the power 
play and has been getting great results on the penalty kill, those five-on-
five numbers are very paper-tigery. The team is not only at 49 percent for 
expected goals, but actual goals too. When fully healthy they should be 
fine, with special teams capable of carrying them to a strong record — 
but it’s hard to get as excited about them as the other teams. That record 
is going to come down unless they get their even-strength game in 
shape. 

Sean: Are you suuuure these aren’t the power standings? I noticed that 
the team with the most wins is in the top spot. But yeah, I think 
Edmonton’s 5-2 win against the Penguins was them in a nutshell. They 
largely got sewered at even strength — less than 35 percent of the 
expected goals — but Connor McDavid set up a couple rush goals by 
Zach Hyman and added one of his own. Easy peasy. They’re fun, if 
nothing else. 

Dom: Frankly, it should’ve been three goals for Hyman. The fans already 
threw the hats on the ice, there shouldn’t be any take-backs after that. 

Sean: At Mellon Arena a million years ago, my friend tried to throw his 
hat and came up a solid 50 feet short of the ice. Didn’t get it back either. 
Tragic. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 15-6-1 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

We were ready to have the Canes in the three spot, despite coming into 
the Sens game 1-3-1 in their last five. Then they lost. To the Sens. Who’d 
lost the previous night to the Canucks 6-2. I don’t care that the 
Hurricanes outshot Ottawa 49-20. They still lost. To the Sens. Five-point 
deduction. 

Dom: Going to use this as an opportunity to shill for my own betting 
guide, where you’ll get ridiculous advice like “bet on Ottawa coming off a 
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back-to-back against Carolina.” I’m still amazed the Senators won any 
game, let alone against the Hurricanes. 

Carolina is dealing with some serious injury and COVID issues right now, 
so the team deserves some slack, but we’ve been looking for a reason to 
drop the Canes for a bit. Their early record didn’t feel like a true reflection 
and this recent stretch feels like a needed correction. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record:  14-4-3 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: Things can sneak up on you in this league, like the Rangers being 
tied for third in points percentage with the Hurricanes and 8-2-0. For a 
long while, we didn’t think much of them because it felt like a team being 
carried by elite goaltending, but lately they’ve been getting that plus solid 
play at five-on-five. The team is turning things around and over their last 
seven games (arbitrary endpoint to make them look better, sorry) have 
the highest expected goals rate in the league at 62 percent. Pair that with 
Igor Shesterkin and this team can really cook. The problem is… so can 
so many other teams this season. Maybe the Rangers deserve to be 
higher, but it’s hard to justify with so many teams playing such good 
hockey right now. 

Sean: Yeah, I know they’re at No. 9 again, but they’re trending upward. 
We both wanted to see more from them at five-on-five — anything, really 
— and they’ve been delivering. If this keeps up, they’re gonna move. 
Shesterkin, by the way, had about 2 goals saved above expected 
Wednesday … but not quite. 

10. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 12-7-1 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Ooh, readers, the kid was sweating when the Avs were tied with 
the Canadiens on Thursday, let me tell you. Kind of a weird week for the 
team we continually assume will win 95 percent of the games they play. 
Middling record (2-2-0), middling output (8 goals for, 11 against at 5-on-
5), middling process (47.99 expected goals share) … whatever, though. 
Nathan MacKinnon is back. 

Dom: I was at their game Wednesday against the Leafs expecting a 
heavyweight tilt. I… did not get that. One game shouldn’t change minds 
completely about what a team is, and I think Colorado will go on a run in 
short order — but the Avalanche just didn’t look anywhere near as strong 
as I expected them to. Maybe we should’ve made fun of the Pacific 
Division more last season. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Record: 12-8-0 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: “So we basically agree on the Bruins, yeah? At some point, they’re 
going to either play up to our opinion of them, or their issues are going to 
cause a legit drop. I’d feel better about the 10-point gap in their 
expected/actual goals rate if they were getting anything from someone 
other than Patrice Bergeron/Brad Marchand/David Pastrnak/Charlie 
McAvoy. They came into Thursday with Charlie Coyle and Taylor Hall at 

11 points, then Jake DeBrusk — he of the trade request — at seven. 
Something needs to give.” 

I wrote that before Boston beat Nashville 2-0. They won behind goals 
from DeBrusk and Brandon Carlo and 36 saves by Jeremy Swayman, 
plenty of them big. So … secondary scoring and goaltending. Just as I 
expected. Swayman has been at .926 or better in five of his last seven 
starts. That’s interesting. 

Dom: I still believe in Swayman. Maybe not as The Guy, but he certainly 
should be getting the majority of the starts here. The forward depth? I’m 
a lot more iffy about that, and that’s why I’d be skeptical about the team’s 
finishing improving all that much. Past the top line and Hall, that’s a 
below-average forward group ,and it doesn’t help that Craig Smith is 
showing his age. He was great in his first season as a Bruin, but he has 
just two goals and five points in 15 games and has been rather poor at 
five-on-five. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 10-8-5 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Sidney Crosby has six points in his last four games and his scoring 
chance share is starting to turn around in a big way too. Evgeni Malkin 
should (?) be back soon and that should mean a Penguins team that’s 
finally at full force. The team’s record isn’t sterling right now, but it’s 
coming. They’re seventh in expected goals percentage with a hobbled 
lineup. 

Sean: Patrice Bergeron started Thursday as the leading Canadian 
forward in expected goal share at 65.92. Second? Why, Evan Rodrigues, 
of course. The “ERod for Team Canada” push starts … NOW. Dude is 
swaggering around the ice. Never thought I’d see it. 

But yeah, shout to ol’ JFresh on this one for doing the work for us. The 
Penguins’ process is great, but the goal totals haven’t lined up. Is that 
because of bad luck or bad finishing? Kinda feels like both. It’s something 
to watch. 

Dom: Mark Donk and Buzz Flibbet can only do so much. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 12-8-3 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: Kinda feels like we’re going to be watching Jordan Kyrou for a 
while, yeah? 

We’re far enough into the season to say stuff like “Jordan Kyrou has 
more points than Auston Matthews” and have it land, at least a little bit. 

Dom: Wow, that was certainly news to me. I knew he was hot, but didn’t 
know it was to that degree. Now let’s just take a quick look at how much 
ice-time he’s getting… 

Ah, 16:28, that’s the good stuff. 

If you want to know how absurd that is, it’s the lowest average time-on-
ice in the salary cap era for a point-per-game forward. Only two others, 
Thomas Vanek in 2006-07 and Andy MacDonald in 2005-06, have been 
below 17 minutes. Play the kid! 

Sean: No joke, I saved the ice-time stat to use in this space, after you 
said whatever you wanted to say. Should’ve known. 

14. Dallas Stars 
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Record: 12-7-2 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 15 

Sean: Know how I just mentioned Patrice Bergeron and Evan 
Rodrigues? They are, indeed, the xG kings of Canada … but not North 
America. Come on down, Jason Robertson. He scored 1:08 into 
Thursday’s game for the Stars, which … 

He added another one shortly thereafter. Now, he’s over a point per 
game. That line — Robertson/Roope Hintz/Joe Pavelski — is something 
else, as Saad Yousef wrote recently. I don’t think the Stars are going to, 
like, win anything particularly important, but those guys are enough to 
make me wonder the teeniest bit. Also, maybe put Robertson on the U.S. 
Olympic team. It’s an eight-point week! 

Dom: The underlying numbers were exceptional to start the season, but 
the pucks weren’t going in. Now they are and that line looks unstoppable. 
That’s a top 10 line league-wide and that might be enough to carry this 
team into the playoffs. They may even be a dark horse again, though, 
like Boston. depth is a huge concern. Maybe those no-name guys like 
Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn and Alex Radulov can pick up the pace. 

The Anaheim Ducks (Gary A. Vasquez / USA TODAY) 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 13-8-3 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: I think it’s safe to say no one expected this from the Ducks. They 
were a consensus bottom-five team with seemingly little hope, and they 
just keep hanging around. And I think it might actually be sustainable? 
Their playoff chances have clicked up just above 50 percent, and they’re 
now an above average possession team. Combine that with John Gibson 
looking like himself again and this is a playoff team. 

Sean: They just beat the Golden Knights for the fourth time in 22 tries on 
Wednesday. The game — 6-5, but the Ducks never trailed — was 
insane, too. They’re filling it up (3.33 goals per game, sixth in the league) 
and they’re doing it in a bunch of different ways. Against Vegas, they got 
three goals from D-men and three from the Trevor Zegras/Sonny Milano 
combo. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 12-10-1 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Sean: Did you know Mikael Granlund led the Preds in points, with 25? 
Because I don’t think I did. Not a bad week for them — except for the 
thing we’ll talk about in a second. I kind of liked their game against the 
Bruins. Granlund didn’t have any points, though. Nobody on Nashville 
did, in fact. 

Dom: I did know that, because Predators fans have been tweeting me 
telling me how dumb I am for my Granlund contract takes from the 
summer. And they’re right. He’s been amazing, finally looking like the guy 
they thought they were getting from Minnesota. 

Sean: He’s putting them in the Dallas class for me — I’m pretty sure 
they’re not going to do anything all that relevant, and they probably 
should think about blowing the whole thing up, but … they’re interesting. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 12-10-0 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom: Last week we mused that it wouldn’t be long until Vegas found its 
way into the top 10. Welp. So much for that. The Golden Knights lost 
their next two games and continue to just not look like themselves. Once 
Jack Eichel and William Karlsson come back this will all be moot, but this 
first quarter has still been super disappointing for them. 

Sean: Before I caught some of Knights-Ducks, I thought Shea Theodore 
was still hurt. Nope! He’s got to get back on track, but that’s in line with 
the rest of the team’s “just wait a while longer” approach, at the moment. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 10-8-4 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: If you ever want an example of how stupid hockey can be, just 
look at the Jets’ last two games. Example A: The Flames out-attempt 
them 56-29 and win expected goal share 67-33 … Jets win. Example B: 
Winnipeg outshoots Arizona 46-15 and has 75 percent of both the 
scoring chances and expected goals … Coyotes win. Throw in some 
good weeks elsewhere, and it was enough to drop them a bit. 

Dom: At some point the team’s power play has to do… literally anything. 
Over the last three seasons they’re eighth in goals-per-60 at 8.3. This 
year they’re 22nd at 7.1. Same expected goal rate though, so maybe 
they start heating up soon in time to return to their natural state: 13th in 
the power rankings. 

19. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 12-9-3 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: No team has won me more money this year than the Red Wings — 
not even the Wild. So I unequivocally love them more than any other 
team right now. They’re better than people are giving them credit for as 
the team’s trifecta of rookies have done a great job plugging some 
massive holes. It might not be enough to make the playoffs in a deep 
East, but it’s a start to something good. 

Sean: You saying “it might not be enough to make the playoffs” implies 
that it also … might be enough to make the playoffs. It’s not. The Red 
Wings are not going to make the playoffs. But — BUT — they’re probably 
the fifth-best team in the Atlantic, and the bottom of the Metro is a crater. 
Looks like a four-playoff-team division over there. So … yeah, maybe the 
Red Wings can make the playoffs. 

20. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 9-8-4 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 
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Sean: The biggest news of the week for the Devils? The Preds released 
a jersey that was somehow worse than the Jersey jersey. Congrats to the 
entire state. 

Dom: Did Martin Brodeur design that one too? 

Sean: David Poile did, oddly enough. I laughed out loud when I saw you 
tweet Jack Hughes’ comparables after his contract extension. 

Dom: A lot of people seem to think me and the model are one in the 
same, a singular entity, so I had to throw in things like “ooooo look at this, 
he might be as good as Brayden Point or Sebastian Aho one day” to 
soften the blow. I don’t know, I don’t think it should be too surprising a 
guy with 55 career points in 121 games wouldn’t exactly be seen as an 
$8 million guy. I’m sure the leap is coming one day, I do believe that, it’s 
just tough to gauge based on what he’s shown so far. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 12-9-0 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: Oh how the mighty have fallen, back to where the prophetic power 
rankings had them all along. Be careful what you wish for fans who hope 
to see their team ranked higher — for if it is not earned, they will soon 
face a harsh reality. That’s three straight losses for the Blue Jackets now 
and though 12-9-0 is still a great record, it feels like this early run will be 
a high point for Columbus. It may just be all downhill from here. 

Sean: Ducks fans begged for their team to be shown respect — and 
since they were pure of heart, their request was returned tenfold. People 
of Central Ohio: Let this be a lesson to you. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 13-9-1 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: We’ve mentioned it in passing, but, uh, is Erik Karlsson good 
again? He’s got 12 points and an expected goal share of 57. Based on 
what I saw of him on Wednesday night he’s not, like, 2013 vintage, but … 
he looks good. And that was before he scored the game-winner. San 
Jose has won five of six. 

Dom: Ya boy has him in the Norris Trophy running based on his early 
season play. He may in fact be good again which is another treat for us. 
Few players were more fun to watch than 2010’s Karlsson. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 9-9-4 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Sean: Did you forget that Alex Edler played for the Kings? I kinda did. He 
scored against the Flames, and I was like, “Ah yes, that’s right.” 

Dom: No, but maybe that’s why the Canucks have sucked so much this 
year. He’s been really solid for the Kings this year. 

Sean: Yep, definitely knew that. Pretty nondescript week for the third-
best California team. 

24. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 8-13-2 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: Horrible news for the Kraken — they’re going to have to keep 
playing Philipp Grubauer. Just when it seemed like Chris Driedger was 
getting a foothold in net — two straight starts, two straight wins — he got 
hurt. Maybe that’s why Grubauer started 16 of the first 19 games; Dave 
Hakstol simply knew something like this would happen. 

Dom: The Kraken are a new team so it’s hard to say what their Brand is 
yet, but it feels like going 3-1-0 against the Capitals, Hurricanes, 
Lightning and Panthers only to lose to Detroit is extremely Kraken. 
Regardless, they’re 4-1-1 over the last two weeks — maybe that winning 
stretch against some of the league’s best teams will be the springboard 
to a surge up the standings. Losing Driedger doesn’t help with that 
though. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 8-12-2 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: The Blackhawks keep hanging around in the Derek King era and 
are now 7-3-0 under the interim coach. Forget that they’ve been out-
chanced at five-on-five in seven of those games — just win, baby. That’s 
all that matters. 

It is great to see Marc-Andre Fleury back playing up to his usual level. He 
dug a pretty deep hole early in the season but has played really well of 
late to bring his stats up to normal. His .914 and minus-1.6 goals saved 
above expected isn’t quite up to his Vezina form from last season, but 
he’s getting there. 

Sean: Yeah, he started the night with a .952 save percentage under 
King, then stopped 25 of 28 against the Caps. Good for him. I think this is 
closer to what we expected from the on-ice portion of the Blackhawks’ 
season back in September, yeah? Not a great 5-on-5 team — terrible, in 
fact — but good enough to score some timely goals, ride Fleury’s hot 
streaks and stay relevant. It just started too late for them. Oh well! 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 8-9-4 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: As it turns out, depending on Carter Hart to bail you out every night 
is not a strategy conducive to a successful season — even if he’s back to 
playing like a top-tier goalie. The Flyers are on an ugly 0-6-1 stretch as 
they regress closer to where they should be. Philadelphia remains 30th in 
expected goals rate and now has a 45 percent actual goals rate to match 
expectations. The Flyers need Ryan Ellis back badly. He won’t right this 
ship completely, but the defence is a horror show without him — 
especially Ivan Provorov who can’t seem to handle the rigors of top pair 
minutes without a capable partner. 

Sean: This quote from Alain Vigneault after Wednesday’s 4-1 loss to the 
Rangers made me laugh. 

Yeah, dude? What tipped you off? I know nobody wants to pay salaries 
for fired coaches at the moment, but it really feels like something has to 
give here. Am I saying that because I predicted that he’d be the first 
coach fired at the start of the season? Who knows. 

27. New York Islanders 
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Record: 5-10-3 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: It’s over. This team is cooked. Done. Mathew Barzal scored 1:04 
into their game against the Sharks Thursday and the team said, okay, 
nice, one goal… that should be enough, right? The Islanders are 
averaging 1.83 goals-per-game this season which is as many as Arizona. 
That’s bad! 

Sean: Six goals in their last eight games! The weirdest part is that Brock 
Nelson, somehow, has nine overall. That’s more than 28 percent of their 
total. For scale, Alex Ovechkin has scored 23 percent of the Capitals’ 
goals. Total disaster. Every time I see Barzal, I wonder if he’s playing his 
way off the Canadian Olympic roster. 

Dom: I think he’ll make it. We’ll see him play with actually good forwards 
and think “wow, this guy is unbelievable” and that will sadly only last a 
couple weeks before he has to return home to this mess. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 8-14-2 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: Hey, we can say something nice about the Canucks this week. I 
loved J.T. Miller going McDavid on the Sens. No extra points for the 
opponent, but whatever. 

Good for him. All **gestures to the northwest** that seems like it’s been 
tough on him. Naturally, he just popped up in trade rumors, and with one 
year/$5.25 million left on his deal, it makes sense. 

That is, until you remember — they’ve won two straight up there! 
Everything is fine! No changes! Don’t fire anyone! 

Dom: The bar is literally on the floor in Vancouver if a two-game win 
streak against Ottawa and Montreal was enough to save some jobs. The 
writing has been on the wall for half a decade, folks. 

Sean: The writing was on Jim Benning’s phone, actually. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 8-12-3 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: This was Dylan Cozens’s first primary assist of the season and boy 
did he make it count. 

Buffalo needs him to be a difference-maker for this rebuild redux to work 
out and plays like that have to give fans some hope he can be just that. 
Cozens has 14 points in 23 games, a solid 50-point pace. 

Sean: The Sabres were never going to be  good  but I’m a little 
bummed we didn’t get a longer run with Craig Anderson at the start of the 
season. He was solid enough to cover some warts and give them a 
chance. Dustin Tokarski and Aaron Dell have been … not that, with a 
combined .895 save percentage that’s 26 points sub-Anderson. Now 
Tokarski is in the COVID protocol and the Sabres have traded for 
Malcolm Subban, who was splitting time with two other guys with the 
Blackhawks’ AHL team. Tough. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 6-17-2 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: What is there to say about the Canadiens that hasn’t already been 
said in two languages? I thought Julian McKenzie did a good job of trying 
to explain why “Cole Caufield, fourth-liner” was a thing on Thursday 
night. I’d be more on board if the Habs’ recent track record with player 
development wasn’t so bad. But hey, Josh Anderson is hurt, so maybe 
that opened up a spot. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 5-16-2 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom: Congratulations to Arizona for squeaking out of the final spot 
thanks to a slightly more embarrassing on-ice product happening north of 
the border. After seriously struggling to do much of anything to start the 
season, the Coyotes are finally earning some wins to make their record 
look less bleak and they now sit 31st in points percentage. They’re 4-3-1 
in their last eight, though some wins — like the one against Winnipeg — 
were less inspiring than others. It’s still ugly, but it’ll be worth it one day. 
The question is whether the state of Arizona will even see the fruits of 
said labour once the eventual ascent starts. 

Sean: Yeah, I know I slagged the Jets for losing that game, but all credit 
to the Coyotes for pulling it off. They’ll take what they can get. As for the 
(team-denied) Forbes report that they’re in line to be bought by someone 
in Houston … eh. I won’t believe they’re done in Arizona until the moving 
trucks show up. If it happens, I hope they’re gentle with Auston 
Matthews’ stuff. 

32. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 5-15-1 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: After six straight losses by multiple goals, the Senators finally 
stopped the bleeding with a gutsy win over the Carolina Hurricanes. Was 
it enough to move them above the Coyotes and away from last place? 
No it was not, because at no point did it ever feel like they deserved that 
win. But that’s hockey for you, even the worst teams can find a way some 
nights. And right now, that’s Ottawa: the worst team. Some things never 
change. 

Sean: The ideal No. 32 team is playing awful hockey with awful vibes. A 
dumb-luck win over the Hurricanes isn’t enough to fix either of those. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers claw back but come up just short in loss to Kraken 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

December 4, 2021, 2:40 AM 
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If you’re here to read about everything that is wrong with the Edmonton 
Oilers, you’re in the wrong place. 

If you are the kind of hockey fan who thinks a top team should be able to 
win every single night in the NHL, regardless of injury or opponent, then 
sorry. We’re not on the same page. 

Edmonton went into Seattle with half of its defence straight off of 
Bakersfield’s AHL roster, had a rookie goalie in the net who played only 
so-so, and was on their way to playing their No. 7 defenceman another 
25 minutes in the game. 

The result? The Oilers lost their first game to a Pacific Division opponent 
all season Friday, dropping a close 4-3 decision to Seattle. And they 
were THIS close to getting the game into OT. 

Hey — at 16-6, we’re not going to take apart an Oilers team that was an 
eyelash away from pushing this game into overtime, despite a roster that 
had No. 7 defenceman Kris Russell playing 22:36, while Tyson Barrie 
logged 24:38 of ice time. 

Could they use more from the Bottom 6 forwards? Yep. 

Was Stuart Skinner simply OK in the Edmonton net? At best. 

Look, you don’t get a backup who plays lights out every night, the way 
Mikko Koskinen has so many times this season. And even a power play 
that has led the league for three seasons sometimes only gets you one 
goal, not the second one that was required to get this game into 
overtime. 

Remember, the other team is trying too. And this Kraken team — a club 
that has lost just one of its past seven games in regulation — is finally 
starting to feel it. 

“We had a bit of a push, clawed our way back into it,” Oilers forward 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins said. “You want to tie that one up late, but ...” 

In the end Seattle got what it deserved, their first win in the Division on a 
night where they had few passengers and the better goalie. 

Now Edmonton comes home for six straight. They haven’t lost two 
straight games yet this season, and that skein will be on the line when 
Los Angeles visits on Sunday night. 

It sure looks like the Oilers back end is getting worn down, but maybe not 
in the way we’d expect. 

It wasn’t like call-ups Marcus Niemelainen, Philip Broberg and William 
Lagesson played so poorly. It was more about the coaching staff leaning 
on the pairing of Russell and Barrie for too long before finally deciding to 
break them up and share the load in the third period. 

Remember, Russell is a No. 7 when this D-corps is healthy. And Barrie is 
an excellent offensive defenceman who gets by defensively, but will 
never be confused with Adam Larsson in his own zone. 

Both Russell and Barrie played more than 26 minutes Wednesday 
against Pittsburgh, and were on their way to roughly the same minutes 
Friday, playing 16:08 and 17:43 respectively through 40 minutes. 

But like any player who is being used out of his depth — Zack Kassian 
on the first line, for instance — they can only survive so long before the 
leaks begin to show. They showed Friday in Seattle, which is expected. If 
Russell was a 24-minute D-man he’d be on a top pairing making $6 
million, not earning $1.25 million as a solid insurance policy. 

Did the young blue-line fail the test in Seattle? 

“Hard to say. There are no excuses,” said head coach Dave Tippett. 
“We’re competitive in the game, we’re hanging in there — there were 
probably a couple that Skins would love to have back — we had a couple 
of the power plays that we didn’t capitalize on. ... We shot ourselves in 
the foot a bit, but we were right in the game, right to the end.” 

Niemelainen showed well in just his second NHL game, while Broberg 
gave us some brilliant flashes in his sixth NHL contest. Lagesson hung in 
there defensively on a plus-1 night, and rookie Evan Bouchard scored a 
goal and led the team with 24:37 in ice time — in just his 43rd NHL 
game. 

Was this a tougher slog for the kids, Tyson Barrie? 

“I don’t know,” he said. “There were some mistakes in our end, whether it 
was missing a guy or turning a puck over, and it ends up in the back of 
your net. It’s on all of us. I thought the young guys on D played well 
tonight.” 

With an assist on Bouchard’s second period goal, Nugent-Hopkins 
collected the 500th point of an NHL career that has spanned 678 games. 

He went first overall in the 2011 draft and will no doubt play 1,000 games 
as an Oiler after signing a new, eight-year deal this past summer. 

Nugent-Hopkins has turned into a well-rounded, multi-faceted player who 
makes your team better all over the ice. 

And this season he’s on a point-per-game pace (2-20-22 in 22 games), 
trending towards the best offensive season of his life at age 28. 

“I’m lucky to have played with some great players,” he said of his 500th. 
“I’ve been part of the Oilers the whole time. I’m definitely happy to do it 
with these guys.” 

Leon Draisaitl, meanwhile, played in Game No. 500, scoring his 21st goal 
in his 22nd game of the season. He’s still pushing that 50 goals in 50 
games pace, though there’s still a mighty long way to go before that 
becomes a realistic event. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames’ depth changes led by Monahan crucial in win over 
Ducks 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis  

December 4, 2021, 2:54 AM 

 

ANAHEIM – The last time the Calgary Flames started this well, they won 
their only Stanley Cup. 

This is how you get there, with a new hero every night. 

Oh sure, on their way to the very top of the NHL standings, where they 
now sit, the Flames have relied on ol’ standbys, like Johnny Gaudreau, 
Andrew Mangiapane, Matthew Tkachuk and anybody wearing a Flames 
goalie mask. 

But Friday’s 4-3 shootout win saw a few depth changes emerge as 
significant cogs in the team’s magnificently spinning wheel. 

While highlight-reel shootout goals by Gaudreau and Tkachuk ultimately 
seared the Ducks, it was Sean Monahan and Blake Coleman whose rare 
snipes made it possible in what was formerly the team’s house of 
horrors. 

With Coleman demoted to Monahan’s third line for the first time, both 
ended significant droughts with goals that helped the league’s best road 
team build a 3-1 lead they ultimately turned into the team’s second 
shootout victory. 
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A perennial 30-goal scorer who has been turned into a bottom-six player 
by Darryl Sutter, Monahan’s two-point night was capped by a second 
period finish in alone on John Gibson he made no mistake with. 

His third of the season was his very first even strength strike. 

It came ten minutes after he made a world-class, no-look pass to 
Coleman allowing him to snap a 16-game scoring slump. 

“As much as you want to say guys understand, it does bother them,” said 
assistant coach Ryan Huska of their collective struggles. 

“They know they have a role to play, but they have to contribute. And 
when they get chances, and they don’t go in, they start lying awake at 
night, thinking about the ones they missed. 

So, it’s nice to see them get rewarded.” 

By night’s end Calgary’s third unit, with Trevor Lewis, had five points, 11 
shots on goal and was dominant in the faceoff circle, where Monahan 
was 9-of-15. 

“I’m trying to bear down in the circle and do the little things,” said 
Monahan when asked how he’s tried to contribute on a third line he’d 
never really played on before this season. 

“Wherever I am in the lineup you try to thrive in that spot. The biggest 
thing I’m happy about is where we are in the standings.” 

If anyone thought the Flames were capable of starting a league-best 15-
4-5, surely one might have assumed it was with Monahan playing a 
prominent role after bouncing back from hip surgery. 

However, Sutter has him playing far from his age-old linemate, 
Gaudreau, working hard as a mucker. 

His only carrot is remaining on the top power-play unit where he 
deserves full credit for snagging eight of his 12 points to help the group 
sit fifth in power play percentage. 

“You’ve just got to grind,” said Monahan. 

“When it’s not coming and not working you’ve got to stick with it. 

“You don’t want to get frustrated because then you lose other aspects of 
your game. You’ve just got to stick with it and build your confidence up 
slowly.” 

For a man who was the first in his draft class to reach 200 goals last 
season, it can’t be easy. 

“I think it started last year a little bit where he was asked to change his 
role a touch to be a 200-foot player – not one complaint at the time,” said 
Huska. 

“This year moved to different situations, probably situations that he 
wasn’t expecting at the beginning of the year. Hasn’t had a bad day yet 
and not one complaint about it and he’s continued to work. I think that 
says a lot about his character and what he’s willing to do to help our team 
have success.” 

His setup on Coleman’s goal saw him expertly swat a centering pass by 
Lewis out of the air, right onto Coleman’s blade. 

“I do try to focus on other parts of my game when the puck is not going in 
for me, whether it’s being more physical, penalty kill, making simple plays 
to get the puck out of the zone,” said Coleman earlier in the day, 
admitting his lack of production was weighing on him. 

“It’s not always real glamorous, but I’m not overly concerned about the 
production in the sense that I know what I’m capable of, and so does the 
team. It will come.” 

It sure did, at a perfect time for a team improving its league-best road 
record to 11-2-2. 

Backup netminder Dan Vladar was sensational once again, turning aside 
31 shots to up his record to a near-perfect 5-0-1. He was instrumental in 

the team getting to the extra frame after an Erik Gudbranson delay of 
game penalty allowed the Ducks to tie the game early in the third. 

In his first NHL shootout, the 24-year-old stopped both Anaheim shooters 
while Calgary’s top guns made good on both shots, which included a 
patented Gaudreau roof jobby and Tkachuk’s version of Peter Forsberg’s 
one-handed deke move. 

The win extended their road point streak to eight contests, two shy of the 
franchise record. 

The Flames four-game roadie continues in Vegas Sunday without Juuso 
Valimaki, who was demoted to Stockton Thursday after playing in just 
eight of the team’s first 23 games. 

“He’s the youngest defenceman here and it doesn’t serve any purpose 
for him to watch – he’s got to play games,” said Sutter of the first 
rounder. 

“He probably got ahead of the curve a little bit. He’s got to get back to 
earning it and showing it, rather than it bestowed on him. 

“I don’t have any timeline. Brad (Treliving) and I talked about it. We just 
want him to go play lots. The foundation of his game, he has to get that in 
terms of how you have to play in the NHL in order to be successful.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Matthews' shift in play style raises ceiling on his post-
season success 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

December 3, 2021, 4:07 PM 

 

The standards for how we judge Auston Matthews are comically high, so 
please keep that in mind when I say that to my eye this season, 
something has looked … different. 

Being that he won the Rocket Richard Trophy last season for scoring the 
most goals in the NHL, I wasn’t sure that I loved anything being different, 
so something just kinda felt a little off to me. I still thought he looked 
good, maybe just a little less offensively dangerous? 

Were that to be true, it would be somewhat understandable. He missed 
pre-season and training camp with off-season wrist surgery, and we’ve 
seen how missing camp has affected players in the past. William 
Nylander struggled the year he missed camp, and Elias Pettersson has 
had himself an extremely slow start to the 2021-22 season. 

So I set out to poke through a bunch of Matthews videos (and some 
numbers), and I reached a conclusion: 

I’m an idiot. 

Matthews has been superb for the Leafs, and in fact, has been doing the 
very thing some fans wanted to see from him after the team’s 
disappointing post-season exit where he scored just one time in seven 
games. He’s playing more of a playoff-style game, which is different, but 
is at least in theory the type of play that should be more sustainable 
when the checking gets tight and all eyes are on him. 

Matthews has been playing closer to the blue paint and in traffic more, 
utilizing a tool of his that he probably hasn’t squeezed the most juice out 
of over the course of his career: his size. Because he’s graceful and agile 
when he carves up through the neutral zone, it can be easy to forget that 
the guy is a behemoth. He’s six-foot-three and playing at a super-lean 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 4, 2021 

 

205-pounds this season. He is a strong, strong man with solid edges and 
balance, meaning he’s almost impossible to move. 

Look at this tip-in goal he scores versus the Ducks. Somehow in their D-
zone coverage the Ducks ended up with six-foot, 185-pound right-winger 
Troy Terry covering Matthews low, which is defensive suicide. 

When Matthews decides to post him up, it’s like me posting up my five-
year-old on his Fisher-Price hoop. The little guy can lean, and he can 
push all he wants, but I’ll be honest I barely know he’s there. I’ve got 
complete reign over the territory around the rack, and that’s Matthews 
versus Terry on this play. The latter doesn’t even know where to begin 
with his assigned human removal project. 

Matthews redirects it home like Brodie is shooting a bucket of pucks for 
him to practise tips. 

Matthews taking that ice has been a bit of theme, as he seems to have 
some awareness that once he gets there and establishes position, most 
players are at a loss on how to start getting him gone, meaning when 
pucks get there, he’s often getting two and three whacks at it. 

It barely seems like the guy leans on him in that GIF above, but watch 
enough of his low shifts, and that’s what you’ll pick up over and again. 
Guys who try to eliminate him always seem to have done a poor job, 
because he’s strong and tough to control. Watch another giant of a man, 
Anze Kopitar, go with the hit and pin on Matthews below the goal line 
here. He’s even got the leg out to trap him below the goal line, which 
Matthews moves through like a turnstile. 

There seems to have been either a growth in physical comfort or actual 
mental acceptance that the area below the goal line (and at the net) can 
be his playground, and he’s wielding that force like the tool it is. Look at 
how leaning into Bowen Byram for just a second along the boards is what 
gets Byram on his ass and chasing, which is why Mitch Marner even has 
an option to make that slick little slip pass. 

If you’re someone who’s criticized the Leafs' top talents for not playing 
“gritty” enough, or for not playing “playoff-style hockey,” Matthews has 
made himself exempt from that critique. These aren’t the most accurate 
stats, but they ballpark things, and his takeaways per 60 are at the 
highest rate of his career, his hits per 60 are at the second-highest rate, 
and his hits taken per 60 has jumped up a lot from the two seasons prior. 
The only point those things make to me is a general one, that he’s in the 
thick of things a lot this year. 

Now, if you were to just look at his raw stats you may feel like things are 
lagging a bit. His rates of goals and assists are behind where they’re 
usually at on a per-game basis, but those things are likely the product of 
the way hockey goes sometimes. 

Last season, when he was on the ice for a goal for, over 80 per cent of 
the time he got a point on the play. This year it’s been just over 60 per 
cent, the lowest rate of his career. Some of that is luck. He’s also had a 
couple seasons in his career where he’s shot over 18 per cent (last year 
he was 18.5 per cent), and this year he’s at 14 per cent, even after 
potting three in his last game. The points for Matthews, they’re going to 
come in bunches, particularly because of where he’s causing action 
when he’s on the ice. 

Last year the team was exceptional in both these areas with Matthews 
out there too, but as you can see, still not as good as this year. 

It’s a blood bath for the Leafs in the O-zone with him on the ice this 
season, and it’s all over the other team’s crease and low zone. 

So no, his raw totals aren’t his personal bests, but Matthews is currently 
setting personal bests in every possible play-driving metric I’m aware of. 
He’s at his career-best Corsi percentage, Fenwick, shots, chances and 
expected goals percentages too. 

Somehow the guy currently has zero primary assists at 5-on-5. How long 
do you think that’s gonna last? 

The safe bet is “not very.” 

We’ve discussed Matthews play on our podcast Real Kyper and Bourne 
(which if you’re into Leafs stuff, you may enjoy), and Nick Kypreos has 
made the case that this is precisely what he wants to see from the Leafs' 
big horse up front. He notes that he doesn’t have to win the Rocket to 
have had a good year, he has to adapt a style of play that can come 
through when the going gets tough. And so raw numbers be damned, 
Matthews' play so far has to be considered a big plus, as I’d say that’s 
exactly what he’s done so far this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jeff Gorton's patience will serve him in process to revamp 
Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

December 3, 2021, 3:48 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que.— It was a logical first step for the new executive vice 
president of hockey operations of the Montreal Canadiens. 

Jeff Gorton asked for patience during his first press briefing, and it must 
be granted. He was placed in this position just five days ago, he only 
arrived in Montreal on Tuesday, only began meeting people in the 
organization Wednesday, and has seen both the Canadiens and their 
minor league affiliate in Laval play only a game apiece, and that’s not an 
adequate amount of time to deliver a fully baked plan on how to turn 
things around from where they stand now. 

But it was fitting that one of words Gorton used emphatically during his 
30 minutes in front of reporters Friday was “patience.” The job he’s taken 
will require an enormous amount of patience and, assuming Canadiens 
owner Geoff Molson spoke to the same people I did in vetting him for this 
position – New York Rangers senior advisor Glen Sather and former 
president of hockey operations John Davidson – they’d have stressed 
that patience is one of Gorton’s fortes. 

That’s good because Gorton is under contract for five years, and it might 
take him that long to get the Canadiens back to where both he and 
Molson said they want to take them. 

That didn’t seem to faze Gorton as GM of the Rangers. In February 
2018, he and Sather penned an open letter to fans saying it was time to 
rebuild. And considering how Gorton described that process on Friday, 
it’s not a stretch to believe he might eventually come to the same 
conclusion about the Canadiens. 

“It got to the point in New York we had some really good teams,” he said. 
“We made it to the finals, we went to some conference finals, but based 
on where we were at – and our team was good, but not great – we had 
internal meetings and decided that was the way to go, and that was right 
to the ownership level. We decided that it was the right thing to do to tell 
our fans exactly what we were going to do. 

“Basically, we wrote the letter, and the rest is a little bit of history. We 
traded a lot of players, a lot of good players away and here it is, I guess, 
three or four years since the letter. So, the rest, I guess, you could 
probably figure out, but that was the process. We met, we discussed it, 
we decided to do it and we were pretty open and transparent with the 
fans.” 

Gorton said he’ll be transparent with Canadiens fans if it comes to that. 

He knows how challenging it can be to go down that road, he 
acknowledged he’s well aware of where they stand in relation to the 
salary cap – including Shea Weber, the Canadiens have 10 players 
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signed through the 2024-25 season and five beyond then – but he’s got 
much deliberating to do before deciding exactly how to proceed. 

When he was asked for his top-five priorities, Gorton said, “Five would be 
a lot right now.” 

“I think I really want to concentrate on being close to the team and really 
understanding the players and the coaching staff and also the support 
staff,” he continued. “Scouting – I need to spend some time with the 
scouts. I need to do that. 

“So, there’s a lot of things that go into it and, as we move forward, we’re 
going to have to select, as a group, a general manager. So that’s there, 
too.” 

According to Gorton, that person should have a different perspective. 
“Maybe it could be an agent, it could be somebody who was just a 
player,” he said. 

“I wasn’t a player, I wasn’t an agent, it could be just a different 
background,” Gorton added. “So, we’re going to look at those things. I’ve 
read some of the names, I’ve heard some of the names, I’ve had some 
calls. But we want to reserve judgment on that until we have a little more 
time to figure out who might be out there, and then we will find the best 
person.” 

Whether it’s a former player such as Patrick Roy, Daniel Briere or 
Mathieu Darche, or it’s an agent such as Émilie Castonguay, he said the 
most important thing is hiring someone who helps the Canadiens win and 
complements his skills. 

Gorton added he’s committing to full cooperation with whomever it is, 
which jives with what Davidson said. 

“He’s not an I-me guy, by any means,” he said. “He’s an us-we guy, and 
he’ll work with anybody and has good relationships with the people he 
works with for sure.” 

But be patient. 

Gorton said he doesn’t anticipate hiring a GM before Christmas, and he 
wouldn’t comment on how long it might take to find someone to run 
amateur scouting and replace recently fired assistant general manager 
Trevor Timmins. 

It’ll probably take a while, as will executing his plan to bolster the 
development staff and build an analytics department. 

Fans should hope the longest process the 53-year-old native of Melrose, 
Mass., embarks on is learning French. He’s pledging to give it his best 
effort and he’s already enrolled in online lessons to get a head start. 

But Gorton asked for patience with that, too, and warned he may never 
be able to speak it fluently. 

“Thirty years ago,” Gorton said, “I wanted to be great at golf and I still 
stink.” 

It was a touch of humour, and it’s good to know he has that side to him. 

Humour will serve Gorton well in this role, especially with the 6-17-2 
Canadiens entrenched in one of the most laughable seasons in their 111-
year history. 

Gorton doesn’t find it funny, though. And he wasn’t amused by the latest 
act of impatience at the Bell Centre, when a fan threw a Canadiens 
jersey and hat on the ice before the third period wrapped on Colorado’s 
4-1 over the home team on Thursday. 

“You never want to see that happen,” he said. “It’s a tough thing to see. 
So, if I would say anything, that is not going to help the situation.” 

Remaining Time -1:44 

Gorton disappointed to see Canadiens jersey thrown on ice 

In Gorton’s view, expanding the front office will. 

“Starting with analytics,” he said. “I think we need to build that better, to 
modernize it. I do believe in analytics, and the way the game has gone I 
think it’s a big piece of information that you need to have. So, I would like 
to build out a staff that way. 

“Player development – they have a couple of gentlemen in place that are 
doing a good job, (but) I think that we need more. The way the game has 
gone, the way these kids are, they need help in a lot of ways as soon as 
we draft them or sign them. I’d like to build that out a little better, too.” 

The process is underway, but it will take time. 

Meanwhile, Gorton said he’ll be patient with Dominique Ducharme. 

He said the head coach will remain in place through the remainder of the 
season, and we’ll assume that same courtesy extends to assistant 
coaches Alex Burrows, Trevor Letowski and Luke Richardson, and 
goaltending coach Eric Raymond. 

We’ll have to wait for the rest of his plan. 

“There’s a lot of different things I’d like to do,” Gorton said. “It’s my 
second, third day here, so I’d ask you to give me a little time on that (and) 
how it plays out. But I think over time you’ll see my philosophy.” 
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TSN.CA / Marner leaves practice as precaution after 'scary' collision with 
Muzzin 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Mitch Marner left Friday’s practice early following a collision with Jake 
Muzzin.  

"Scary," said goalie Joseph Woll, who watched the accidental impact 
happen in front of his net. "I just hope everyone's OK. Two very important 
players on our team and Mitchy looks like he took the worse of it so I 
hope he's good. He's a battler." 

Marner was slow to his feet and spoke with assistant athletic therapist 
Jon Geller at the bench. A few minutes later, he left the ice.  

"Precautionary," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "We'll see how he is in 
the morning. It's not looking like anything serious at this point. He's going 
to travel and prepare to play." 

Before departing practice, Marner and Muzzin had a conversation along 
the boards. It appeared to be heated.   

"I was told there was a little bit of an exchange," said Keefe, "but, 
especially those two guys, I don't worry about that kind of stuff at all. 
Things happen out there whether it's practice, games, whatever. Our 
team's really close and that kind of stuff will be shaken off pretty quickly." 

Marner is known for his fun-loving personality but, like many elite 
athletes, he also has a fiery side. 

"Practice or a game, he can give you a couple lines there on what you 
should've done on the play or stuff like that," said defenceman Rasmus 
Sandin. "But that's just the competitiveness in him, which we love to 
have. You need competitive guys and when you have a top player like 
that showing competitiveness – it's contagious to the other guys." 

Marner and Muzzin exchange words after 'scary' collision 

Mitch Marner and Jake Muzzin exchanged words after the two collided at 
Maple Leafs practice on Friday. Marner would eventually leave practice 
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but head coach Sheldon Keefe doesn't believe it's anything serious. Mark 
Masters reports. 

The injury scare comes at a time when Marner is building momentum 
alongside Auston Matthews. The dynamic duo combined on a couple 
highlight-reel plays against the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday night.  

"They make it look it very easy out there sometimes and you just shake 
your head and just laugh at it because it's ridiculous," said Sandin. 

Marner and Matthews dominated the league last season, but their 
chemistry took a while to flow again this year. They played just three 
games together before being separated as the Leafs struggled out of the 
gate. Matthews then played with William Nylander for 10 games while 
Marner linked up with John Tavares.  

Matthews and Marner were reunited ahead of a game against Nashville 
on Nov. 16. Wednesday was the first time this season that Marner picked 
up the primary assist on a Matthews’ even-strength goal.  

"Two players like that, especially at their age, there's room to grow still," 
Keefe said. "There's room to grow in their chemistry, there's room to 
grow in their games individually. I don't think we'd say they've maxed out 
their potential in any regards, especially with that drive that they have 
paired with the talent and competitiveness. I wouldn't limit those guys at 
all. But, certainly, nice to see those guys connecting and can't leave out 
the fact [Michael] Bunting has really contributed well to that line." 

"Both of them want the puck all the time," Bunting said, "and good things 
happen when it's on either of their sticks. I just try to get it to them as 
much as I can."  

On the first Matthews goal, Marner drew the Avalanche defenders to him 
before finding his good pal all alone in front of the net.  

"He's thinking about the next play," Bunting said of Marner. "You can see 
it when I passed it over to him from behind the net and he was already 
looking to see where Matty was. He put it right on his tape and Matty 
made an unbelievable play, nice deke to put it upstairs."  

On the second Matthews goal, Marner fed his pal with a brilliant no-look, 
backhand pass.  

"Mitch made some unbelievable plays," Matthews said.  

Bunting took a big hit to create that second Matthews goal.  

"I was on my back," he said with a chuckle. "I didn't even get to see it 
until I saw the replay and then, when I saw the replay, I was like, 'Wow, 
Mitchy, that was a nice play!' All the soreness goes away. It was a good 
hit and I felt it, but once we scored the adrenaline hits. I'll take that any 
day."  

This is Bunting's second look on the first line this season. He mustered 
just two assists during a nine-game run with Matthews and Nylander.  

"I'm trying to play simple, play my game and play with confidence," the 
26-year-old rookie said. "I feel like, at the start of the year, I wasn’t 
playing with as much confidence with the puck and I wasn't holding onto 
it as much as I am now." 

Bunting has two goals and seven assists in the five games since joining 
the Matthews-Marner line. 

'It's ridiculous': Matthews-Marner magic back and can be even better 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have combined for 11-points over 
the Maple Leafs last four games and their teammates and coach believe 
this is just the start of the type of production they can have this season. 

Morgan Rielly missed practice on Friday.  

"Morgan blocked a shot when we were out on the California trip and it 
acted up here in the last couple days so they sent him off to get pictures 
of it rather than practising today," Keefe revealed. "Everything came back 
negative so he'll be on the trip with us and continue to manage it, but I 
expect him to play."  

Toronto's top defenceman took a Timo Meier shot off the inside of his 
right foot in San Jose. It forced him to the dressing room, but he quickly 
returned to the ice.  

The team enjoyed a day off on Thursday so Rielly's absence at practice 
raised some eyebrows.  

"It was a bit surprising because he's been playing through it," Keefe 
acknowledged, "but it acted up to the point where they wanted to get 
further imaging on it." 

Rielly averages 24 minutes and three seconds of ice time per game, 
which leads the team.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Rielly dealing with after effects of shot block 

Morgan Rielly was absent from Maple Leafs practice on Friday, head 
coach Sheldon Keefe says it was due to a blocked shot on their road trip. 
Mark Masters has more on the injury report and who's trending towards a 
return to the lineup. 

In Rielly's absence, Sandin moved up to the top pair alongside T.J. 
Brodie. The 21-year-old also took Rielly's spot as quarterback on the top 
power-play unit. Sandin has played in all but one game this season and 
appears to have established himself as an every-day player.  

"I just feel comfortable coming in every night," the Swede said. "You grow 
as a player when you get that belief from staff and from your teammates. 
It helps playing every game so you're not getting out of the game rhythm 
and game speed. It helps, for sure." 

Sandin is dynamic on the attack, but he points to a defensive adjustment 
as being key to his success this season.  

"Taking that extra half second on the defensive side of the puck instead 
of rushing to the o-zone right away," he said. "Taking that extra second 
and really playing the defence side first." 

Keefe was quick to point out that Sandin, who is plus-6 with seven 
assists, can't let his foot off the gas.  

"He's still in a competition for his spot and his ice time and he's got to 
continue to stay on top of that," the coach cautioned. "We believe in him 
and he's played very well for us. You talk about him being an every-day 
player and he's only sat the one game to this point but he, like [Timothy] 
Liljegren and like [Travis] Dermott and Justin Holl, all those guys that 
have sat games healthy, they got to be at their best every day and that's 
the biggest challenge in the NHL." 

Liljegren has sat as a healthy scratch in 10 games. Dermott has sat out 
seven games while Holl had a five-game stretch in the press box. 

Sandin missed one game, which was in Buffalo on the second half of a 
back-to-back set. What's allowed him to stay in the lineup?  

"The power play and his ability to contribute on that is a big part of it," 
Keefe explained. "He has a unique skill-set in that regard when you look 
at the group that we have. Those same skills that allow him to play on the 
power play, that's also unique to our D group in terms of breaking the 
puck out, helping us move through the neutral zone and helping us at the 
offensive blue line. Those things really help him stay in and are important 
intangibles. So, that's part of it. The other part is the maturity he's shown 
as a young player even when he came in with the Marlies." 

Sandin's potential on the power play is so great that he got a look with 
the top unit down the stretch last season, including in the playoffs. 
Sandin has been on the second unit this season as Rielly reclaimed the 
top-unit position.  

"We'll call it his veteran status," Keefe explained last week. "We wanted 
to really give him that opportunity here with [new assistant coach] 
Spencer [Carbery] coming in and running it. Spencer felt really strongly, 
as he looked at it, that he wanted to go that way ... We wanted to start 
that way and really haven't seen a reason to change it yet."  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 4, 2021 

 

'I loved it’: Sandin surprised fan made ‘Ra Ra Ras Sandin’ song in his 
honour 

After a fan-made song 'Ra Ra Ras Sandin' went viral on social media, 
Rasmus Sandin says although he was surprised to come across a song 
in his honour, he and his family loved it. 

After missing three games with an upper-body injury, right winger Ondrej 
Kase returned to practice on Friday.  

"Kase got through practice today," Keefe said. "Very positive. It looks like 
he's trending towards a return. He's going to travel with the group. We'll 
see how he is in the morning and take it from there." 

Kase skated in his usual spot on the third line with David Kampf and 
Pierre Engvall.  

After not dressing on Wednesday night due to stiffness, Woll was also 
back on the ice at practice.  

"The past couple days I got some really good treatment and did a lot of 
stuff to help and felt really good today," the 23-year-old said. "So, just 
take it day by day ... I'm going in the right direction." 

Woll and Michael Hutchinson will travel to Minnesota. If he's healthy 
enough, Woll appears to be in line to start on Sunday night in Winnipeg, 
which would likely mean a showdown with fellow American Connor 
Hellebuyck.  

"He's a guy you can take a lot from," Woll, a St. Louis native, said. "He's 
very calm and composed in the net. That would be a really cool 
challenge if I get the chance." 

Woll has made the most of his chances so far. He's 3-0-0 with a .939 
save percentage. Woll's latest appearance was last week in San Jose 
where he allowed an early goal and then committed his first NHL penalty. 
Teammates were impressed with how he reacted after shooting the puck 
over the glass for a delay-of-game call. 

"I was kind of laughing, to be honest," Woll said. "It was just unlucky. It 
might've rolled up and I just like slingshot it or lacrosse shot it or 
something right out of the ice. I thought it was the right play, just not 
executed the right way." 

Woll worked hard on the mental side of the game during the pandemic, 
which left him feeling ready for this NHL audition despite sporting a sub 
.900 save percentage in the American Hockey League.  

"Something I've worked on a lot is trying to stay in the moment as much 
as I can and accept I'm going to make mistakes and not be perfect," he 
said. "That was a big hump for me to get over. I really try to enjoy what 
happens. Whether I let in 10 goals or zero goals, my goal is to have the 
same mindset. I think I did that well the past couple games and I hope to 
continue it." 

It's been an emotional run for Woll, who had friends and family in 
attendance for his NHL debut in Buffalo on Nov. 13. He followed up that 
win with his first ever shutout in his next start on Nov. 21 on Long Island. 
He was mobbed by teammates on the ice and then got doused by water 
in the dressing room.   

Through it all, Woll has been steady.   

"Consistency," he said of what it takes to make it at the highest level. 
"There's a big difference between playing in the NHL and being an NHL 
player and ultimately that's consistency and being able to come in on a 
daily basis, whether it's practice or a game day, and treat it the same."  

Sunday's game may be Woll's last NHL look for a while. Petr Mrazek is 
close to returning from a groin injury. He's been sent to the AHL on a 
conditioning stint.  

"The Marlies were supposed to play tomorrow night and that's been 
postponed so he's going to play on Sunday and we'll take it from there," 
said Keefe.  

Mrazek has been sidelined since Oct. 30. He's only played five periods 
this season.  

Ilya Mikheyev has played even less. The Russian winger broke his thumb 
in Toronto's last pre-season game on Oct. 9. On Friday, he practised with 
the team for the first time since then.  

"It's really nice to see him taking those steps," said Keefe. "Part of it is 
the conditioning piece and getting back out on the ice and being around 
more than an open sheet of ice and having lots of guys out there. That's 
part of making your way. And then the other piece is being with your 
teammates again. He's been isolated a lot, as injured players tend to be, 
and we've been trying to get him integrated in our meetings the last little 
while and coming on the road is a big part of it too." 

Mikheyev skated in a grey extras sweater on Friday. He will travel with 
the team to Minnesota.   

"It feels good," he said. "Much better every day. Little step every day." 

This is a big season for Mikheyev. He's in the final year of his contract 
and was skating on the Tavares line before the injury. How is he handling 
the frustration?  

"It's tough question," the 27-year-old said. "Just work. Keep working. It's 
no secret. It's life. It happens. I can change nothing so let's try again." 

Ilya Mikheyev returned to Maple Leafs practice on Friday for the first time 
since suffering an injury in the Leafs final preseason game. Sheldon 
Keefe says it's good to see Mikheyev and he will be joining them on their 
trip to Minnesota. 
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