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Shorthanded Hurricanes snap their skid in big way against Jeff Skinner and the Sabres 

By Justin Pelletier 

After struggling to score — and struggling to win — for two 
weeks, the Hurricanes were hoping a pair of games against 
teams within shouting distance of the NHL basement might 
snap them out of whatever funk might have settled into the 
locker room. 

A swing-and-miss effort against Ottawa on Thursday 
prompted coach Rod Brind’Amour to publicly preach 
patience in his postgame remarks. 

The team did not miss twice. 

Playing from in front for the first time in more than a week, 
the Canes scored early, weathered a hard-luck moment late 
in the first and piled on late to skate away with a 6-2 win over 
the struggling Buffalo Sabres at PNC Arena on Saturday 
night. 

And the Hurricanes did it with a lineup cobbled together from 
a roster battered by COVID-19, injuries and an ill-timed 
penalty. 

While defender Ethan Bear returned from his COVID-related 
time off Saturday, Jordan Martinook (lower body) and Andrei 
Svechnikov (upper body) were scratched from the forward 
group and two other defenders remained in the league’s 
COVID-19 protocols, leaving the Canes to dress seven 
defenders and 11 forwards. 

It didn’t seem to matter much. 

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and two assists before he was 
tossed from the game after a 5-minute major penalty for 
boarding, Sebastian Aho had three assists and Teuvo 
Teravainen had a pair of goals to lead the way for Carolina, 
which recorded its 16th win and 33rd point of the season. 

After scoring his 100th NHL goal Thursday — ending a long 
drought sitting on 99 — Teravainen wasted no time adding 
No. 101 to his list Saturday. Racing through the slot on a 
zone entry, Teravainen was all alone when Aho spun from 
his forehand to his backhand on a puck behind the cage and 
fed his streaking countryman for the snipe. 

The Canes added to their lead at 13:59 on another 
successful zone-entry play. This time, Seth Jarvis drove hard 
over the blue line, spun to his right and fed Martin Necas. 
With a lane to the cage, Necas deked Malcolm Subban to 
the ice and wrapped around the net hard to his forehand 
side. He stuffed the puck through a diving Subban’s paddle 
for a goal. 

With that first-period scoring, Carolina had a lead in a game 
for the first time in more than a week. After defeating the 
Philadelphia Flyers 6-3 on Nov. 26, the Canes fell behind 
early to the Capitals last Sunday in a 4-2 loss. They also fell 
behind early against the Stars in Dallas on Tuesday, and at 
home against Ottawa on Thursday. 

With an early lead, the Canes controlled the center zone, 
and were more patient with the puck instead of pressing for 
an equalizer. 

The early goal also forced Buffalo to open up on the back 
end to try and find an equalizer. The early lead also allowed 
the Canes to absorb a tough break in the first period’s final 
minute, when Henri Jokiharju’s point shot found its way in. 

And leading early isn’t just for show. This season, the Canes 
are now 8-1-0 when leading after the first period, and 9-2-1 
when scoring first overall. 

The Good and Bad for Trocheck 

Trocheck was having one of his better nights of the season 
for the Canes on Saturday. He had a goal and a pair of 
assists and won seven of his 12 draws — including one that 
directly led to Ian Cole’s first goal with the Hurricanes on an 
offensive zone gem. 

Then, with 2:13 to play in the second period, things got 
complicated. On the backcheck, Trocheck chased down 
Buffalo center Tage Thompson on the half wall. As Trocheck 
lined up to drive Thompson into the boards, the 6-foot-6 
Buffalo forward ducked and turned to avoid the hit. As the 
players collided, Thompson went head first into the dasher 
and remained on the ice. Former Hurricane Jeff Skinner 
charged in from behind the net to grapple with Trocheck. 

Officials assessed Trocheck a 5-minute major and game 
misconduct, which resulted in his expulsion from the game 
and handed the Sabres — trailing 5-1 at the time — a 5-
minute power play, on which they scored once. 

Limited Minutes for Bear 

Ethan Bear has been cleared to play since Thursday, but the 
Canes held him out of the team’s game against Ottawa that 
night for conditioning purposes. He practiced fully on Friday, 
and was a game-time decision Saturday. 

With a late scratch to Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina dressed 
seven defenders, including Bear, but the Canes clearly 
limited Bear’s minutes. He saw just 2:31 of ice time in the 
opening period, while Jalen Chatfield — recalled from 
Chicago to help fill the gap on the blue line — logged nearly 
eight minutes in the first alongside stalwart blueliner Brady 
Skjei. 

Bear again saw limited time in the second — another 4:01 — 
and in the third he reached 10 minutes played, lowest among 
the team’s regular defenders. 

Late-Period Woes 

The Canes were fortunate to be playing from in front most of 
the game, allowing them to absorb a pair of late-period goals 
in what is often referred to as the “vulnerable minute” — the 
first and last minutes of play in any period. 
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In the first, with a 2-0 advantage, Buffalo got a goal back 
when a Jokiharju shot from the point deflected off a body in 
front of Antti Raanta and fluttered past his left shoulder, 
cutting the Canes’ lead in half. 

A pair of quick strikes in the second gave the Canes a bit of 
a cushion. Cole scored his first of the season — and first as 
a Hurricane — at 3:44 on a clean faceoff win by Trocheck 
and a blast from the right point that beat Subban clean. 

Twenty-four seconds later, Trocheck made it 4-1 when he 
drove to the net and snapped the puck past Subban on a 
bad turnover in front by Jacob Bryson. 

But after Trocheck’s penalty, Buffalo gave itself hope with a 
power play goal in the first half of their 5-minute power play 
when Zemgus Girgensons deflected the puck past Raanta 
on a point shot.

 

Svechnikov out of the Canes lineup, Jeff Skinner back in Raleigh. More news and notes 

By Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ history in Raleigh has a few distinct 
“eras” — the early years; the championship years; the lean 
years; the “Rod” years. 

One of the brightest spots for the Canes in a stretch of years 
during which not much went right overall was Jeff Skinner. 
After the Canes drafted him seventh overall in the 2010 NHL 
Entry Draft, Skinner played in nearly every regular-season 
game for Carolina through 2018, and was among the team 
leaders in most offensive categories. 

He had his best year with the Canes in 2016-17 with 63 
points, including 37 goals. His production dipped in 2017-18, 
and the Canes traded Skinner to the Sabres for a package of 
draft picks that summer. 

After a 40-goal campaign out of the chute with Buffalo in 
2018-19, Skinner’s production fell way off. He had just 23 
points in 59 games in 2019-20, and 14 in 53 games last 
season, leading some to believe that, while a popular player 
in Raleigh, the decision not to sign him was good from a 
hockey standpoint. 

This year, though, Skinner appears to have found some new 
life. He had 15 points in 23 games before Saturday’s return 
to Raleigh, including five points in his past five games. 

Skinner finished Saturday with an assist and three shots on 
goal in 17:58 of ice time. 

Svechnikov a Surprise Scratch 

Andrei Svechnikov, who started the season sticks a’blazing 
with seven goals in seven games and has been among the 
Canes’ offensive catalysts this season, was a late injury 
scratch Saturday night against the Sabres. 

The team announced Svechnikov’s absence, due to an 
“upper-body injury,” just over a half hour before the start of 
the game. Also missing from the lineup, as expected, were 
Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo (COVID) and Jordan 
Martinook (lower body). 

After the game, coach Rod Brind’Amour said Svechnikov is 
dealing with “a finger issue,” and should be “all set” going 
forward. 

Bear Hug 

Ethan Bear skated in warmups Saturday night. With no 
morning skate for the team, the Canes had to see if their 
steady right-shot defender was OK to return to action after 
missing nearly two weeks following a COVID-19 diagnosis. 

The verdict? Yes, indeed. 

Bear slotted back into the lineup Saturday, if only out of 
necessity. The team dressed seven defenders and 11 
forwards after injuries to Svechnikov and Martinook left the 
team low on reserves. 

To say the Canes have been a bit thin on defense would 
qualify among the year’s top understatements. Bear was the 
first domino to fall when he was sent home from the team’s 
long West Coast road swing after testing positive for COVID-
19. He was immediately quarantined, leaving Carolina short 
on the blue line. 

A few games later, two more Canes defenders — DeAngelo 
and Pesce — tested positive and were placed in NHL 
protocols, leaving Carolina without its entire stock of regular 
NHL right-shot defenders. 

Already struggling on the power play, losing all three right-
shot defenders was another blow to that unit — not to 
mention even-strength defending, particularly against a 
plucky Ottawa team that’s hard to play against. 

That made Bear’s return to the lineup Saturday that much 
sweeter for the Canes, who need some stability on the blue 
line. 

Hot and Cold 

The mystery of whether Seth Jarvis would stay in the NHL 
kept Canes fans teetering on their seats earlier this season. 
A top draft pick with oodles of potential, Jarvis waited his turn 
in the team’s lineup at the beginning of the season. 

Finally, on Halloween, Jarvis debuted, and made his 
presence known immediately with an assist against Arizona. 
The next night, he netted his first NHL goal, on the road in 
Chicago. 

And then … not much. Jarvis was a minus-1 with six shots 
on goal over the next four games, and the question of 
whether he’d be sent to skate for the Portland Winterhawks 
of the Western Hockey League was still very much valid. If 
he played more than 10 games for the Canes, the first year 
of his entry-level contract kicked in. 

Like many rookies, though, the swings were just starting for 
Jarvis. He scored three goals and added an assist while 
accounting for 13 shots on goal, making the decision to keep 
him in the NHL a no-brainer. 

The well has since dried up a touch for Jarvis — as it has for 
a handful of Canes during the team’s current slump — 
though the rookie’s play is magnified given his age and fast 
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start. In his five games previous to Saturday, Jarvis collected 
a pair of assists and 11 shots on goal. He’s well past his 10-
game threshold and clearly in the lineup to stay this season. 
The key to his success will be leveling out his highs and lows 
as a rookie forward. 

He took a step in that direction Saturday, assisting on the 
Canes’ second goal of the first period when he found Martin 
Necas for a wraparound marker at 13:59. 

ICYMI 

 It’s been a while, Buffalo — a really, really long 
while. Saturday, the Hurricanes faced the Sabres 
for the first time in more than two calendar years. 

During the pandemic-shortened regular season of 2019-20, 
the Canes traveled to Buffalo on Nov. 14, where they earned 
a 5-4 overtime win at KeyBank Center. The teams were next 
slated to play at PNC Arena late in the season before the 
NHL shut down due to COVID-19. When play resumed with 
the modified summer playoffs, Buffalo was out of the mix, 
and the subsequent season saw the teams split into different 
divisions with no crossover. 

To find the most recent Sabres visit to Raleigh, we need to 
go back to March 16, 2019, a 4-2 Carolina win at PNC 
Arena. 

 Speaking of winning against the Sabres, the Canes 
entered Saturday’s game riding the third-longest 
active win streak against a single opponent in the 
NHL. Since a home loss to the Sabres on March 22, 
2016, Carolina was 10-0-0 against Buffalo. Only 
Boston (16 in a row over Arizona) and New Jersey 
(11 in a row over Vancouver) had longer streaks 
intact. 

 Against the Sens on Thursday night, Teuvo 
Teravainen scored his 100th NHL goal during the 
Canes’ furious comeback attempt in the third 
period. Teravainen had been held scoreless for 10 
consecutive games, having last scored on Nov. 9 in 
Tampa. Thursday’s goal was also just his second 
goal on home ice this season, his first coming in the 
season opener against the Islanders.

 

Was a controversial penalty to Hurricanes forward Vincent Trocheck called properly? 

By Justin Pelletier 

Controversy erupted in the second period of the game 
between the Carolina Hurricanes and Buffalo Sabres on 
Saturday night after Vincent Trocheck was ejected from the 
game following a hit to Buffalo’s Tage Thompson along the 
boards in the Canes’ defensive zone. 

The play started in the neutral zone, where Trocheck began 
pursuing Thompson, who was playing the puck. 

“We were skating neck and neck, I was on him the whole 
way up the ice,” Trockeck said. 

When the players reached the boards, Thompson played the 
puck, and quickly doubled back against the grain. 

“He cuts back, and I didn’t have any time to react,” Trocheck 
said. “He just turned right back into me. It looked bad, but I’m 
glad he’s alright. I didn’t think it was a 5 and a game.” 

Trocheck’s coach, Rod Brind’Amour, agreed with his player. 

“I understand, he’s engaging the player and the guy turns up 
on him,” Brind’Amour said. “I know it looks a lot worse than it 
was, where his feet come off the ice, but he’s engaging a 6-
foot-5 guy, and he’s 5-whatever. I know how it works, I’m just 
glad the guy wasn’t hurt, came back and played. 

“There is onus on the player when you turn up and the guy is 
on you,” Brind’Amour continued. “That’s about all I can say. 
I’d like to say something maybe different, but I can’t.”
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Redemption for Ian Cole and the Canes, who are all hands on deck with injury, illness 

By Justin Pelletier 

Canes defenseman Ian Cole was having a week. 

A steady, stay-at-home defenseman with a pair of Stanley 
Cup rings who prides himself on preventing pucks from 
reaching his netminders, Cole suffered the cruelest of fates 
Thursday against Ottawa, essentially scoring an own-goal 
that led to a loss against the struggling Senators. 

Saturday, Cole was again victimized, this time when a point 
shot caught him in the torso and ricocheted past keeper Antti 
Raanta to allow Buffalo to cut its deficit in half in the final 
minute of the first period. 

“When pucks are going in the net when I’m on the ice, 
especially in my role, that’s less than ideal,” Cole said, 
“Some tough bounces there, but there’s really no other 
alternative but to keep playing, and keep going hard.” 

Cole heeded his own advice, perhaps imparted some of that 
wisdom to his teammates, and even had a rare opportunity 
to atone in the best way possible: Cole scored Saturday, 
something he hadn’t yet done as a member of the 
Hurricanes. It’s also just his 27th NHL goal in 617 regular-
season games. He also has one playoff goal in another 96 
contests. 

“I think I’ve had some chances to score this season, some 
good shots, some good chances, and they haven’t gone in 
thus far,” Cole said, “but it’s always good to score. It’s not my 
primary role, but, I’ve said this before, I think everyone in the 
NHL has to be able to do everything. Defensive defensemen 
need to be able to jump in and score, just like offensive 
defensemen need to be able to play defense.” 

That total-team sentiment is particularly important for the 
Canes now. Carolina dressed just 11 forwards Saturday, and 
lost Trocheck to a 5-minute major and game misconduct 
penalty late in the second period. 

Star sniper Andrei Svechnikov is sidelined with what coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said was a “finger issue,” and grinder 

Jordan Martinook left Thursday’s game with a lower body 
injury and is unavailable. 

“We’re a MASH unit right now,” Brind’Amour said. “Andrei 
had a finger issue and needed to have it repaired, so he 
should be fine going forward. (Goalie) Freddie (Andersen) 
wasn’t feeling well, we have about four guys not feeling well. 
To get through this night with a win with all the guys sick and 
out, I’m pretty proud of the group.” 

Brind’Amour clarified the illness Andersen and others are 
dealing with is not COVID-related. 

Meanwhile, on defense, three players have dealt with 
COVID-19, including Bear, who returned Saturday, Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce. 

“The two call-ups we brought up, Max (Lajoie) and (Jalen 
Chatfield) have played great, probably better than I 
expected, for me,” Brind’Amour said candidly. “We’re missing 
some all-star caliber players, those are big losses, and for 
those guys to step in, I think they’ve played as well as they 
could have, and it’s been a pleasant surprise for sure.” 

“I don’t think there’s one guy that’s going to step up and 
replace, like, Tony DeAngelo or Brett Pesce, or (Ethan) Bear 
when he was out,” Cole added. “These guys are extremely 
good, and extremely elite players for us, so it has to be filling 
those holes by committee.” 

The committee was successful Saturday, albeit against a 
struggling Buffalo Sabres squad, though as Cole was quick 
to point out, it doesn’t matter who the goals are against, just 
scoring at all might be what the team needed. 

“We’ve been in kind of a scoring funk here, and the way they 
were able to erupt for six goals here … hopefully this bodes 
well going forward,” Cole said. 

The Canes return to action Tuesday in Winnipeg as they 
begin another long road swing, this time across western 
Canada.
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Goals aplenty: Hurricanes end scoring drought, trample Buffalo 

Teuvo Teravainen scored twice, and Sebastian Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck each had three points in a 6-2 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Frustration was clearly at a boiling point for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. Just 1-4-1 in their last six games 
despite playing what coach Rod Brind’Amour has called 
arguably their best hockey of the season, the high-octane 
Hurricanes from early in the season had turned into a cursed 
bunch. 

What a difference a night makes. 

Vincent Trocheck ended an eight-game point drought with 
three points, Ian Cole got his first goal as a Hurricane, 
Sebastian Aho set up two Teuvo Teravainen goals and Nino 
Niederreiter had a goal and an assist to snap Carolina’s 
three-game losing streak with a 6-2 win over the Buffalo 
Sabres in front of a sellout crowd Saturday at PNC Arena. 

“We pretty much scored every chance we had, it felt like,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We got our Grade A’s, they went in. You 
get those nights sometimes. I think we deserved it after 
what’s gone on here last little while.” 

The Hurricanes had outshot their previous two opponents, 
the Stars and Senators, by a combined 89-37 but managed 
just three goals and lost both games. 

There were no such problems Saturday, 

Aho and Teravainen — reunited on the top line with 
Niederreiter — connected twice on Aho backhand passes 
that Teravainen scored over the glove of Sabres goalie 
Malcolm Subban, who was playing his first game with Buffalo 
after being acquired by trade from Chicago on Thursday. 

The first, just 2:16 into the game, gave Carolina a goal in the 
first period for the first time in three games. The second was 
the Hurricanes’ first shorthanded goal of the season. 

“We don’t really think too much,” Teravainen said of he and 
Aho connecting for two goals. “We just read from each other 
and make some plays when there’s plays — a couple nice 
goals.” 

The Hurricanes were shorthanded after Trocheck was 
handed a five-minute major penalty and game misconduct 
for a hit on Buffalo’s Tage Thompson with under three 
minutes left in the second period. 

It sullied an otherwise brilliant performance by Trocheck. 

The Carolina center, who had not gotten on the score sheet 
since Nov. 16, earned assists on goals by Martin Necas and 
Cole before scoring one of his own. 

Niederreiter forced a turnover in the Buffalo end and 
Trocheck pounced, firing a puck past Subban (19 saves) to 
push the Hurricanes’ lead to 4-1. 

“It’s the NHL and you’re gonna go through droughts here and 
there, “Trocheck said, “and obviously it’s going to hurt your 
confidence a little bit. … We haven’t been scoring a lot, so to 
put the puck in the net and have six tonight, it helps the 
conference.” 

Trocheck’s hit on Thompson, with Carolina comfortably 
ahead 5-1 following Niederreiter’s goal at 11:42 of the middle 
frame, put the Hurricanes down a second forward after 
Andrei Svechnikov missed the game with a finger injury. 

“I obviously felt bad at the outcome,” Trocheck said of 
Thompson initially going to the locker room after the hit. 
“Obviously, I was glad he came back out and he was OK … 
but I didn’t think that it was a five and a game.” 

Brind’Amour, with only 11 forwards available, dressed seven 
defenseman — including Ethan Bear, who had missed the 
last six games after testing positive for COVID-19 in San 
Jose. Fellow defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
subsequently also tested positive and are both still in the 
league’s protocol. 

That wasn’t all the Hurricanes were dealing with. Goalie 
Frederik Andersen was absent from the bench as the 
backup, and Brind’Amour later said he and a handful of 
others were not feeling well. 

“We’re a M.A.S.H. unit right now. … We had about four guys 
not feeling well,” Brind’Amour said. “To get through this night 
with a win with all the guys sick and out, I’m pretty proud of 
the group.” 

With six goals on the scoreboard and two points in the 
standings, the players — even if they weren’t feeling their 
best — could at least feel good about the final result. 

“It’s nice to get a night like this,” Teravainen said. “Get some 
goals and the boys are smiling again.” 

Notes: Antti Raanta started his second straight game and 
made 32 saves to improve to 4-1-1 on the season. … 
Teravainen was a career-best plus-5 on the night. … After 
receiving 15 minutes in penalties for his hit on Thompson, 
Trocheck is now tied for the team lead in penalty minutes 
with Svechnikov at 35. … Aho had three assists for the third 
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time in his career. … Sabres GM Kevyn Adams, an alternate 
captain on the Hurricanes’ 2006 Stanley Cup team, was in 
attendance at PNC Arena.

 

 

Teravainen sparks Hurricanes to win against Sabres 

Scores two goals to help end skid; Subban loses Buffalo 
debut following trade 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes ended a three-
game losing streak with a 6-2 win against the Buffalo Sabres 
at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored twice and was plus-5, and Vincent 
Trocheck had a goal and two assists for the Hurricanes (16-
6-1). Antti Raanta made 32 saves. 

"We got our Grade A's, they went in," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I think we deserved it after what's gone 
on here the last little while. It's nice that we got off that losing 
momentum that was kind of building. You put that behind us. 
It was a good win. We needed it." 

Henri Jokiharju and Zemgus Girgensons scored for the 
Sabres (8-13-3), who have lost four straight. 

Malcolm Subban, who was acquired in a trade with the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Thursday, allowed six goals on 25 
shots in his Sabres debut before leaving with an injury at 
9:57 of the third period. Aaron Dell made four saves. 

"Little details, and good hockey teams don't need much," 
Buffalo coach Don Granato said. "They took advantage of 
just about every little one. It's a testament to their ability to 
jump on any little mistake and capitalize on it. We jumped on 
a lot of their mistakes and didn't capitalize. Otherwise the 
game would not have got out of hand like that." 

Carolina took a 1-0 lead at 2:16 of the first period when 
Teravainen one-timed Sebastian Aho's no-look pass from 
behind the net. 

"It's always fun to play with him," Teravainen said. "We don't 
really think too much. We just try to read from each other and 
make plays when there's plays. [We had] a couple nice 
goals." 

Martin Necas extended the lead to 2-0 at 13:59. He skated 
through the right face-off circle before scoring on a 
wraparound at the left post. 

The Sabres made it 2-1 with 32 seconds remaining on a shot 
from the right point by Jokiharju, who scored his first of the 
season. 

The Hurricanes scored twice in 24 seconds early in the 
second period. 

Trocheck won a face-off to Ian Cole, who scored his first with 
the Hurricanes on a one-timer for a 3-1 lead at 3:44. 

"[Scoring is] not my primary role, but it's always good," the 
defenseman said. "I'm not going to pretend it's not." 

Trocheck scored from the slot to push the lead to 4-1 at 4:08 
after Jokiharju and Jacob Bryson mishandled the puck in 
front of the Buffalo net. Trocheck had not scored a point in 
the prior eight games. 

"It's the NHL, you're going to go through droughts here and 
there," Trocheck said. "Obviously it's going to hurt your 
confidence a little bit, so to put the puck in the net tonight 
and have six, it helps the confidence." 

Nino Niederreiter scored on a breakaway off an Aho pass 
through the neutral zone for a 5-1 lead at 11:42 of the third 
period. 

"The scoring chances they had were really good ones, like 
breakaways and three or four shots right in front of our net," 
Sabres forward Victor Olofsson said. "We're giving up too 
many Grade A scoring chances. It makes it hard for us." 

Girgensons redirected a shot in the slot for a power-play goal 
with 26 seconds left to make it 5-2. Trocheck was serving a 
five-minute boarding penalty for a hit on Tage Thompson. 
Trocheck also received a game misconduct. 

Teravainen's scored shorthanded for a 6-2 lead at 1:09 of 
the third period. 

The Sabres were outscored 20-10 in the past three games, 
including 7-4 losses to the Seattle Kraken on Tuesday and 
Florida Panthers on Thursday. 

"This is a competitive business, and you cannot have your 
tail between your legs. You've got to go," Granato said. "The 
silver lining in there, the vibe and feel is, our guys take 
responsibility for their mistakes." 
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NOTES: Granato had no update on Subban's injury after the 
game. … Defenseman Will Butcher played 16:04 in place of 
Robert Hagg, who was out with a minor injury. ... Hurricanes 
forward Andrei Svechnikov was scratched with a finger 
injury. Brind'Amour said it was repaired and "he should be 

fine going forward." ... Brind'Amour said goalie Frederik 
Andersen was unable to start because he was not feeling 
well. ... Carolina defenseman Ethan Bear had one hit in 
12:48 in his return after missing six games in NHL COVID-19 
protocol.

 

 

Teravainen scores twice, Hurricanes sock Sabres 6-2 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Teuvo Teravainen scored two goals 
and the Carolina Hurricanes rode an early burst of offense to 
a 6-2 win over the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday night. 

Martin Necas, Ian Cole, Vincent Trocheck and Nino 
Niederreiter also scored for the Hurricanes, who snapped a 
season-worst three-game losing streak for only their second 
win in the last seven games.  

“We kind of had some tough times lately so it’s nice to get a 
night like this,” Teravainen said. 

“It’s good for our confidence,” Trocheck said, who had gone 
eight games without a point. “We know what we’re capable 
of.” 

Sebastian Aho recorded three assists and Trocheck had two 
assists. And Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta, playing in 
consecutive games for the first time this season, made 32 
saves. 

“Pretty much scored every chance we had, it felt like,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think we 
deserved it.” 

Henri Jokiharju scored his first goal of the season and 
Zemgus Girgensons also had a goal for the Sabres, who’ve 
lost four in a row and eight of their last nine. They’ve allowed 
20 goals in a three-game span. 

“Everyone in that locker room can do better,” Sabres left 
winger Victor Olofsson said. 

Goalie Malcolm Subban, making his Sabres debut after a 
trade Thursday with Chicago, played his first NHL game of 
the season and stopped 19 shots before departing midway 
through the third period with an injury. 

“It seemed like the scoring chances they had were really 
good ones,” Olofsson said. 

The Hurricanes did all their scoring in their previous three 
games in the third period. They entered the third period 
against Buffalo with a 5-2 lead, and Teravainen’s second 
goal was a short-handed tally 69 seconds into the third 
period. 

“Hopefully this bodes well going forward that we have a little 
confidence that we can score some goals again,” said Cole, 
whose goal was his first of the season.  

Teravainen scored just 2:16 into the game. Later in the 
period, Necas scored on a wrap-around. A goal was waved 
off initially, but through video review it was determined that 
the puck cross the line before it was pushed out by Subban. 

Buffalo got on the board with 32 seconds left in the opening 
period when Jokiharju was credited with a goal, though the 
puck went in off Carolina’s Cole. 

“Some tough bounces there, but there’s really no other 
alternative but to keep playing and keep going hard,” Cole 
said. 

Carolina has won its last 11 meetings with the Sabres. 

HURTING HURRICANES 

Andrei Svechnikov, the second-leading scorer for the 
Hurricanes, sat out with an injury. He had a goal in two of the 
last four games, including Thursday night’s loss to Ottawa. 

“A little finger issue and had to have it repaired, so he should 
be fine going forward,” Brind’Amour said. 

Svechnikov missed a game for the first time this season. So 
did Jordan Martinook, who left the Ottawa game with an 
injury and didn’t play Saturday. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen, who has been the team’s top 
goalie, wasn’t on the bench. Brind’Amour said he hasn’t 
been feeling well. 

The good news for Carolina is that defenseman Ethan Bear 
returned after a six-game absence due to being in the 
COVID-19 protocol. 

For Buffalo, defenseman Robert Hagg was out of the lineup 
for the first time this season. Will Butcher played for just the 
second time in seven games. 

ROUGH WELCOME 

Subban’s injury will be further assessed when the Sabres 
return to Buffalo, coach Don Granato said. He would have 
liked to have seen a better performance in front of his 
newcomer. 
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“We gave up too many uncontested chances,” Granato said. 

UP NEXT 

Sabres: Host Anaheim on Tuesday night to start a three-
game homestand. 

Hurricanes: At Winnipeg on Tuesday night to begin a five-
game trip.

 

 

Hurricanes' Andrei Svechnikov day-to-day with upper-body injury 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov is day-to-day 
with an upper-body injury. 

The Hurricanes will roll with 11 forwards and seven 
defencemen Saturday's game against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Svechnikov, 21, had yet to miss a match so far this season 
and was on a near point-per-game pace with nine goals and 
12 assists for 21 points in 22 contests.
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Canes throttle Sabres, bust out of scoring slump 

The Carolina Hurricanes really needed a win, and that’s 
exactly what they got in a dominant performance over 
Buffalo.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes needed that one.  

The Canes busted out of their recent slump with an 
overwhelming performance against the Buffalo Sabres at 
home Saturday night, beating the Sabres 6-2 in a game 
where the Hurricanes had complete and total control.  

It was a big night on the scoring docket for a lot of members 
of the Canes. Teuvo Teravainen had two goals, Vincent 
Trocheck broke out of a scoring drought with two assists and 
a goal (in two periods), Ian Cole tallied his first as a Cane 
and Sebastian Aho had three primary assists. Nino 
Niederreiter and Martin Necas also scored.  

For the Sabres, Henri Jokiharju and Zemgus Girgensons had 
the two tallies, both coming in the final minute of a period. 
Newly acquired Malcolm Subban was the losing goalie, while 
Antti Raanta stopped 32 of 34 shots faced to pick up the win 
for the Canes in a very good outing. Subban left the ice in 
the third period and was replaced by Aaron Dell.  

The Canes also overcame some more hits to the roster, as 
Andrei Svechnikov was unavailable due to an upper-body 
injury. With Svechnikov and Jordan Martinook out of the 
lineup and Ethan Bear returning, the Hurricanes dressed 11 
forwards and seven defensemen Saturday night.  

The first period was so nearly perfect for the Hurricanes, as 
Carolina commanded things on the ice and the score sheet 
for the first 19 minutes of the opening frame.  

The Canes, who have so often in recent games gotten 
chances without results, got an early result, as Aho and 
Teravainen teamed up for a spectacular goal to make it 1-0 
just 2:16 into the game.  

Aho went to work behind the net to gather in a pass from 
Nino Niederreiter, smoothly backhanding a centering pass to 
Teravainen in the slot. The latter Finn buried it from out in 
front of the net, as Subban had no chance of stopping it.  

After Buffalo had a goal called off after a review for kicking it 
in, the Canes made it 2-0 courtesy of Necas. Seth Jarvis 
dumped the puck into the zone towards Necas, who carried it 
towards the net with a burst of speed. Necas kept that speed 

with him around the backside of the goal, wrapping around to 
beat Subban low.  

The call on the ice was initially no goal, but a video review 
gave Necas his fifth of the year.  

Carolina came 32 seconds away from seeing the first period 
out with the 2-0 lead, but instead saw the Sabres make it a 
one-goal game on a redirection in front of net for Jokiharju 
that went off Cole.  

The Canes came out of the first intermission blisteringly, 
notching three unanswered goals to make it a 5-1 game just 
over midway through the night. The first of three came from 
Cole, who finally scored on the right net for his first goal as a 
Hurricane.  

Cole lasered a shot from the point past Subban after a big 
faceoff win from Trocheck, a perfectly placed snipe to make 
it 3-1.  

And then 24 seconds after Cole’s tally, Trocheck made it 4-1 
with another snipe. Trocheck, in the right place at the right 
time, gathered a bad defensive-zone turnover from the 
Sabres and laced it past Subban for the score.  

A few minutes after that, Niederreiter broke free and got a 
great breakout delivery from Aho, skating to the net and 
slipping a nice little move in for the score.  

But once again the end of the period went the way of the 
Sabres, as Buffalo tallied on the power play to make it a 5-2 
game. Trocheck laid a heavy hit on Tage Thompson against 
the boards, receiving a five-minute major and game 
misconduct that was confirmed by a review.  

The Sabres took advantage of the extended man advantage, 
scoring on another redirect goal again in the final minute of 
the period to get a little boost going into the intermission.  

While the Trocheck hit was certainly a penalty, the major and 
game misconduct side of it were a bit questionable. And as 
they say, puck don’t lie.  

Teravainen got his second of the night shorthanded, as Aho 
got out on a break and was denied by Subban. Aho collected 
the rebound and once again threaded one to the middle for 
Teravainen, who again finished off the chance to make it 6-2.  

The Canes will now embark on another lengthy road trip, 
spending the next five games away from home, starting 
Tuesday night in Winnipeg.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Teravainen, Cole break down win over Buffalo 

The Hurricanes flew past the Buffalo Sabres Saturday night 
at home, winning 6-2 in a dominant effort.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Things finally went the Carolina Hurricanes way Saturday 
night in PNC Arena, as the Canes dominated the Buffalo 
Sabres in an all-around impressive 6-2 win 

The Canes got a pair of goals from Teuvo Teravainen, a pair 
of assists and a goal from Vincent Trocheck, three assists 
from Sebastian Aho and goals from Martin Necas, Ian Cole 
and Nino Niederreiter as well.  

In net, Antti Raanta had a really strong performance as his 
teammates piled on the scoring, helping the Canes to break 
out of their recent slump.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Trocheck, 
Teravainen and Cole spoke with members of the media via 
Zoom.  

Here is everything they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if its relieving to finally have the chances go in: Yeah, it’s 
a relief for some of the guys. We pretty much scored every 
chance we had, it felt like. We got our grade-As, and they 
went in. You get those nights some times. I think we 
deserved it after what’s gone on the last little while.  

On if Frederik Andersen is ok and on what happened to 
Andrei Svechnikov: We’re a MASH unit right now. Andrei had 
a little finger issue and had to have it repaired. He should be 
fine going forward. Freddie wasn’t feeling well. We have like 
four guys not feeling well. To get through this night with a win 
with all the guys sick and out, I’m pretty proud of the group.  

On what this does for the confidence: I don’t know. It’s just 
nice that we got off that losing momentum that was kind of 
building. We just put that behind us. It wasn’t a great game. 
We all know that, but it was a good win. We needed that. 
With all the guys gutting it out tonight, that’s what I’m taking 
from this game. Hopefully we can start a little bit fresher 
Tuesday.  

On Antti Raanta: I thought he was really good. The save of 
the night for me was when we were up 2-1 and turned it over 
and gave up a breakaway and he made two saves on it. If 
they tie it up, that’s a different game. He was solid tonight. 
That was good for us. We needed it.  

On the chemistry of Aho and Teravainen: For sure. We know 
the chemistry those two have. We’ve seen it for many years. 
Tonight was one of those nights where they connected and 
the puck went in the net. They are good for those kind of 
plays, but it doesn’t always end up in the net so we forget 
about it. But when they put it in the net, you obviously 
remember them.  

On getting goals from the guys that have really been 
struggling: I didn’t even think about that actually, but it’s a 
good point. Trocheck not finishing the game, I forgot that he 
had a good game going. I think it’s good for those guys. 
Everybody always presses. You can say ‘you’re playing well, 

don’t worry about it.’ But they always seem to judge 
themselves on putting the puck in the net. Maybe not so 
much for Cole, but for Trocheck for sure.  

On Trocheck’s game misconduct: I understand. He’s 
engaging the player and the guy turns up on him. I know it 
looks probably worse than it was because his feet come off 
the ice. He’s engaging a 6-foot-5 guy. He’s 5-whatever. I get 
how it works. I’m glad the guy wasn’t hurt. He came back 
and played. There is onus on the player when you turn up 
and the guy is on you. Whatever. That’s about all I could say. 

On the defensive depth of the team: The two callups that we 
brought up, Max [Lajoie] and [Jalen Chatfield], have played 
great. Maybe better than we expected. We’re missing some 
All-Star caliber players. Those are big losses. For those guys 
to step in, they’ve played as well as they could have. It’s 
been a pleasant surprise, for sure.  

On if Andersen is in COVID protocol: No. We test every day, 
twice a day. If someone is in COVID protocol, you’re going to 
know. He just wasn’t feeling good. We had a few other guys 
that were the same thing. Obviously we’re not going to play 
him. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On having a night like this where the pucks are going in: It’s 
good for guys confidence. It’s the NHL. You’re going to go 
through droughts here and there. Obviously it’s going to hurt 
your confidence a little bit. Tonight to have a couple go in the 
net for us for a few guys that were going through. As a team, 
we hadn’t been scoring a lot. To put the puck in the net and 
have six tonight, it helps the confidence.  

On his game misconduct: I saw the replay, and I guess you 
have to call the penalty. I definitely don’t think that five was 
warranted. I felt bad about the outcome, obviously. I was 
glad he came back out and was ok. We were both skating 
neck and neck. I was right on him the whole way up the ice, 
and then he cuts back. I didn’t have any time to react. He just 
kind of turned back right into me. It looked bad. I’m glad he’s 
alright, but I didn’t think it was a five and a game.  

On what a win like this does for the team: It’s good. Our 
confidence has been down. We’re on a little bit of a skid. 
We’d lost 5 of 6. Just to get the win and have guys putting 
the puck in the net and having fun out there, it’s good for our 
confidence. We know what we’re capable in this room. We 
know we have a really good team. We obviously need the 
wins to keep coming in. To get one tonight before we go on 
the road was nice.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On how good it was to see pucks go in the net: Yeah, we’ve 
had some tough times lately. For sure it’s nice to get a night 
like this and get some goals. The boys are smiling again, so 
that’s good.  

On being back on a line with Aho: Yeah, it’s always fun to 
play with him. It’s kind of easy. We don’t really think too 
much. We just read from each other and try to make some 
plays when there’s plays. A couple of nice goals.  
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On having to go back west again: Yeah, it’s been kind of 
tough. We’ve just got to do it and grind it and get some wins. 
It’s going to be a big road trip for us. We need to battle hard. 
Then we get home, and that’s just how it goes.  

On if he notices on the ice when things are going his way: 
Yeah, I usually just play the same way. Sometimes a game 
just goes your way and you get the puck more. You get the 
bounces. That’s just how it goes sometimes. Tonight was 
one of those nights where the puck was just bouncing our 
way. 

Ian Cole 

On getting his first goal and seeing the team get out of the 
scoring funk: When pucks are going in when you’re on the 
ice, especially in my role, that’s less than ideal. Especially a 
goal where you come back and grab a stick and then end up 
putting it in your own net. Or then a goal today that I don’t 
see that hits me in the shoulder and ends up going up and 
into the own net. Some tough bounces there, but there’s 
really no other alternative but to keep playing and going 
hard. I’m really proud of our guys today. Obviously we’ve 
been in a little bit of a scoring funk here, and the way they 
were able to kind of erupt for six goals tonight, I’m very proud 
of our guys. Hopefully this bodes well going forward that we 
have some confidence that we can score again. 

On what this can do for the confidence: Another aspect of 
this was ‘yes, it was frustrating.’ It’s always frustrating to not 
score, especially for our forwards and the power play. But I 
will say that we did play well. We put together some games 
and tried to stick to the game plan. I’m really proud of our 
team for not cheating for offense in those situations. We still 
played hard and did the right thing. That being said, being 

able to score goals — we probably didn’t play our best game. 
I don’t know if we played as well tonight as we did against 
Ottawa overall. But I will say that scoring goals is always a 
good thing. And obviously Antti played great for us today, so 
it’s a good mixture.  

On getting a goal himself: It’s great. I think I’ve had some 
chances to score this season, some good shots and good 
chances. They haven’t gone in thus far. It’s always good to 
score. It’s not my primary role. But I’ve said this before, I 
think everyone in the NHL nowadays has to be able to do 
everything. Defensive defensemen need to be able to jump 
in and add to the offense, just like offensive defensemen 
need to be able to play defense. Everyone needs to be able 
to do everything. It’s always good. I’m not going to pretend 
that it’s not.  

On the defensive depth of the team: I’ve said it before, I don’t 
think there’s one guy that’s going to step up and replace 
Tony DeAngelo or Brett Pesce, or [Ethan Bear] when he was 
out. These guys are extremely good, extremely elite players 
for us. It has to be fill those holes by committee. Max [Lajoie] 
and Jalen [Chatfield] have come up and played awesome for 
us. [Brendan Smith] stepped up and played great. [Jaccob 
Slavin] and [Brady Skjei] have been their normal, 
extraordinary selves. I’m very proud of our guys for stepping 
up and really coming together and getting the job done. And 
it’s not just the D. Our forwards have been very helpful, too. 
A lot of people point to defensemen when goals are going in 
or not going in, but it’s a five-man group. It’s a five-man unit 
with team defense. All five guys need to help both offensively 
and defensively. Kudos to those forwards for being able to 
help.
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Canes take care of business, beat Buffalo 6-2 

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the win column after a 
6-2 dismantling of the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday, Dec. 4. 

The Canes’ (16-6-1) win over the Sabres (8-13-3) snapped a 
three-game losing streak and a run of just three points in six 
games going back to Nov. 22’s overtime loss to the San Jose 
Sharks. 

“It's nice that we got off of that losing kind of momentum that 
was kind of building,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “... 
It was a good win. We needed it. Like I said, with all the guys 
getting it out tonight, that’s what I’m taking from this game.” 

The victory was all the more impressive considering Carolina 
was missing two forwards, including one of its top scorers in 
right wing Andrei Svechnikov. Svechnikov was scratched for 
an upper-body injury and is considered day-to-day, while left 
wing Jordan Martinook remained out after suffering a lower-
body injury against the Ottawa Senators on Dec. 2. 

The Canes’ 11 remaining forwards stepped up however, 
combining for five goals and nine assists across the 60 
minutes. Center Vincent Trocheck led the charge with three 
points including his first goal in eight games. 

Trocheck earned his first point of the night by assisting 
center Martin Nečas in the first period, but Trocheck really 
started heating up in the second period. His second assist 
happened on a faceoff, beating Cody Eakin on the right-hand 
side of Buffalo’s net. Trocheck dished the puck to 
defenseman Ian Cole, who fired a bullet past Malcolm 
Subban to put the Canes up 3-1 and earn his first point as a 
Hurricane. 

“It's great,” Cole said. “I think I've had some chances to score 
this season; some good shots and some good chances that 
haven't gone this far. But it's always good to score. Not my 
primary role, but I’ve said this before: I think everyone in the 
NHL nowadays has to be able to do everything. Defensive 
defenseman need to be able to jump in and add in the 
offense, just like offensive defensemen need to be able to 
play defense.” 

Trocheck finally put his own name on the scoresheet shortly 
thereafter, pouncing on a loose puck in the opposing slot and 
finding twine to make it a three-goal lead for the Hurricanes 
with 15:52 left in the second period. Although the Canes held 
a firm grip on the game from then on, the on-ice action was 
far from over. 

After right wing Nino Niederreiter stretched Carolina’s lead to 
5-1, Trocheck received a five-minute major late in the second 
period for boarding Tage Thompson. The Sabres initially 
capitalized on the power play opportunity with a goal by 
Zemgus Girgensons with 26 seconds left in the second 
period, but a short-handed goal by left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen early in the third period ensured that the 
Hurricanes maintained their four-goal lead. 

Teräväinen opened the scoring action as well, putting himself 
on the scoresheet just over two minutes into the game. 
Center Sebastian Aho notched his 13th assist of the season 
on the opener with a nifty pass from the trapezoid to set up 
Teräväinen in the slot. 

“It's always fun to play with him,” Teräväinen said. “We don't 
really think too much, we just read from each other and try to 
make some plays when there's space, and we got a couple 
of nice goals.” 

Nečas kept the style going with a clever wraparound goal 
with just over seven minutes left in the first period. The goal 
needed a review to confirm that it did in fact cross the goal 
line but Nečas seemed pleased with his effort after viewing it 
on the jumbotron. 

Goaltender Antti Raanta did his part in the win, making 32 
saves to keep the Sabres out of striking distance. 

“He was really good,” Brind’Amour said. “The save of the 
night, for me, was when we were up 2-1 and we turn it over. 
We give up a breakaway and he made two saves, actually, 
on it. If they tie it up, that's a different game. He was solid 
tonight. It was good for us; we needed it.” 

The Canes will now enjoy two consecutive days of rest for 
the first time since mid-November before a road trip takes 
them north of the border to take on the Winnipeg Jets. Puck 
drop against the Jets is set for 8:00 p.m. ET.

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 5, 2021 

 

 

 

Wolves triumph in Iowa 

Chicago wins fifth straight as Letunov and Drury score and 
Makiniemi stands tall  

Rookie goaltender Eetu Makiniemi stopped 23 shots as the 
Chicago Wolves extended their winning streak to five games 
with a 2-1 victory over the Iowa Wild Saturday night at Wells 
Fargo Arena. 

Forwards Maxim Letunov and Jack Drury scored for the 
Wolves (13-4-1-1), who have defeated Iowa twice in three 
days to build their Central Division lead. 

Iowa (9-7-1-0) received four power-play opportunities in the 
opening 13 minutes and finally took advantage of one to take 
the 1-0 lead at 13:29. Recent Minnesota first-round draft pick 
Matt Boldy rifled home a one-timer from the left faceoff dot 
while holding a 5-on-3 advantage. 

Letunov knotted the game at 6:25 of the second. The center 
won a faceoff in the defensive zone, accepted a pass in the 
neutral zone and fed it ahead to forward Dominik Bokk as he 

approached the blue line. Bokk returned the pass to Letunov 
in open space and he buried it past goaltender Hunter Jones. 

The Wolves produced the game-winner 47 seconds into the 
third. After Chicago rushed back to break up Iowa’s odd-man 
rush, captain Andrew Poturalski claimed possession in the 
defensive zone and charged up the ice to ignite a 2-on-2 
chance. Drury scissored toward Poturalski, who dropped a 
short pass back to the Winnetka native and he snapped it 
home from the left faceoff dot. 

Makiniemi improved his record to 8-2-1 while Jones (0-1-0) 
notched 30 saves in his season debut. 

The Wolves continue their five-game road trip with a 3 p.m. 
game Sunday at Iowa. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 16, to face the Manitoba Moose, 
then hosts the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 18. To find holiday specials on Wolves tickets and 
merchandise, visit ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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Was a controversial penalty to Hurricanes forward Vincent Trocheck 
called properly? 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

DECEMBER 05, 2021 1:11 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

Controversy erupted in the second period of the game between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Buffalo Sabres on Saturday night after Vincent 
Trocheck was ejected from the game following a hit to Buffalo’s Tage 
Thompson along the boards in the Canes’ defensive zone. 

The play started in the neutral zone, where Trocheck began pursuing 
Thompson, who was playing the puck. 

“We were skating neck and neck, I was on him the whole way up the ice,” 
Trockeck said. 

When the players reached the boards, Thompson played the puck, and 
quickly doubled back against the grain. 

“He cuts back, and I didn’t have any time to react,” Trocheck said. “He 
just turned right back into me. It looked bad, but I’m glad he’s alright. I 
didn’t think it was a 5 and a game.” 

Trocheck’s coach, Rod Brind’Amour, agreed with his player. 

“I understand, he’s engaging the player and the guy turns up on him,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I know it looks a lot worse than it was, where his feet 
come off the ice, but he’s engaging a 6-foot-5 guy, and he’s 5-whatever. I 
know how it works, I’m just glad the guy wasn’t hurt, came back and 
played. 

“There is onus on the player when you turn up and the guy is on you,” 
Brind’Amour continued. “That’s about all I can say. I’d like to say 
something maybe different, but I can’t.” 
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Shorthanded Hurricanes snap their skid in big way against Jeff Skinner 
and the Sabres 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 04, 2021 10:21 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

After struggling to score — and struggling to win — for two weeks, the 
Hurricanes were hoping a pair of games against teams within shouting 
distance of the NHL basement might snap them out of whatever funk 
might have settled into the locker room. 

A swing-and-miss effort against Ottawa on Thursday prompted coach 
Rod Brind’Amour to publicly preach patience in his postgame remarks. 

The team did not miss twice. 

Playing from in front for the first time in more than a week, the Canes 
scored early, weathered a hard-luck moment late in the first and piled on 
late to skate away with a 6-2 win over the struggling Buffalo Sabres at 
PNC Arena on Saturday night. 

And the Hurricanes did it with a lineup cobbled together from a roster 
battered by COVID-19, injuries and an ill-timed penalty. 

While defender Ethan Bear returned from his COVID-related time off 
Saturday, Jordan Martinook (lower body) and Andrei Svechnikov (upper 
body) were scratched from the forward group and two other defenders 
remained in the league’s COVID-19 protocols, leaving the Canes to 
dress seven defenders and 11 forwards. 

It didn’t seem to matter much. 

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and two assists before he was tossed from 
the game after a 5-minute major penalty for boarding, Sebastian Aho had 
three assists and Teuvo Teravainen had a pair of goals to lead the way 
for Carolina, which recorded its 16th win and 33rd point of the season. 

After scoring his 100th NHL goal Thursday — ending a long drought 
sitting on 99 — Teravainen wasted no time adding No. 101 to his list 
Saturday. Racing through the slot on a zone entry, Teravainen was all 
alone when Aho spun from his forehand to his backhand on a puck 
behind the cage and fed his streaking countryman for the snipe. 

The Canes added to their lead at 13:59 on another successful zone-entry 
play. This time, Seth Jarvis drove hard over the blue line, spun to his 
right and fed Martin Necas. With a lane to the cage, Necas deked 
Malcolm Subban to the ice and wrapped around the net hard to his 
forehand side. He stuffed the puck through a diving Subban’s paddle for 
a goal. 

With that first-period scoring, Carolina had a lead in a game for the first 
time in more than a week. After defeating the Philadelphia Flyers 6-3 on 
Nov. 26, the Canes fell behind early to the Capitals last Sunday in a 4-2 
loss. They also fell behind early against the Stars in Dallas on Tuesday, 
and at home against Ottawa on Thursday. 

With an early lead, the Canes controlled the center zone, and were more 
patient with the puck instead of pressing for an equalizer. 

The early goal also forced Buffalo to open up on the back end to try and 
find an equalizer. The early lead also allowed the Canes to absorb a 
tough break in the first period’s final minute, when Henri Jokiharju’s point 
shot found its way in. 
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And leading early isn’t just for show. This season, the Canes are now 8-
1-0 when leading after the first period, and 9-2-1 when scoring first 
overall. 

THE GOOD AND BAD FOR TROCHECK 

Trocheck was having one of his better nights of the season for the Canes 
on Saturday. He had a goal and a pair of assists and won seven of his 12 
draws — including one that directly led to Ian Cole’s first goal with the 
Hurricanes on an offensive zone gem. 

Then, with 2:13 to play in the second period, things got complicated. On 
the backcheck, Trocheck chased down Buffalo center Tage Thompson 
on the half wall. As Trocheck lined up to drive Thompson into the boards, 
the 6-foot-6 Buffalo forward ducked and turned to avoid the hit. As the 
players collided, Thompson went head first into the dasher and remained 
on the ice. Former Hurricane Jeff Skinner charged in from behind the net 
to grapple with Trocheck. 

Officials assessed Trocheck a 5-minute major and game misconduct, 
which resulted in his expulsion from the game and handed the Sabres — 
trailing 5-1 at the time — a 5-minute power play, on which they scored 
once. 

LIMITED MINUTES FOR BEAR 

Ethan Bear has been cleared to play since Thursday, but the Canes held 
him out of the team’s game against Ottawa that night for conditioning 
purposes. He practiced fully on Friday, and was a game-time decision 
Saturday. 

With a late scratch to Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina dressed seven 
defenders, including Bear, but the Canes clearly limited Bear’s minutes. 
He saw just 2:31 of ice time in the opening period, while Jalen Chatfield 
— recalled from Chicago to help fill the gap on the blue line — logged 
nearly eight minutes in the first alongside stalwart blueliner Brady Skjei. 

Bear again saw limited time in the second — another 4:01 — and in the 
third he reached 10 minutes played, lowest among the team’s regular 
defenders. 

LATE-PERIOD WOES 

The Canes were fortunate to be playing from in front most of the game, 
allowing them to absorb a pair of late-period goals in what is often 
referred to as the “vulnerable minute” — the first and last minutes of play 
in any period. 

In the first, with a 2-0 advantage, Buffalo got a goal back when a 
Jokiharju shot from the point deflected off a body in front of Antti Raanta 
and fluttered past his left shoulder, cutting the Canes’ lead in half. 

A pair of quick strikes in the second gave the Canes a bit of a cushion. 
Cole scored his first of the season — and first as a Hurricane — at 3:44 
on a clean faceoff win by Trocheck and a blast from the right point that 
beat Subban clean. Twenty-four seconds later, Trocheck made it 4-1 
when he drove to the net and snapped the puck past Subban on a bad 
turnover in front by Jacob Bryson. 

But after Trocheck’s penalty, Buffalo gave itself hope with a power play 
goal in the first half of their 5-minute power play when Zemgus 
Girgensons deflected the puck past Raanta on a point shot. 
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Svechnikov out of the Canes lineup, Jeff Skinner back in Raleigh. More 
news and notes 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 04, 2021 10:47 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ history in Raleigh has a few distinct “eras” — 
the early years; the championship years; the lean years; the “Rod” years. 

One of the brightest spots for the Canes in a stretch of years during 
which not much went right overall was Jeff Skinner. After the Canes 
drafted him seventh overall in the 2010 NHL Entry Draft, Skinner played 
in nearly every regular-season game for Carolina through 2018, and was 
among the team leaders in most offensive categories. 

He had his best year with the Canes in 2016-17 with 63 points, including 
37 goals. His production dipped in 2017-18, and the Canes traded 
Skinner to the Sabres for a package of draft picks that summer. 

After a 40-goal campaign out of the chute with Buffalo in 2018-19, 
Skinner’s production fell way off. He had just 23 points in 59 games in 
2019-20, and 14 in 53 games last season, leading some to believe that, 
while a popular player in Raleigh, the decision not to sign him was good 
from a hockey standpoint. 

This year, though, Skinner appears to have found some new life. He had 
15 points in 23 games before Saturday’s return to Raleigh, including five 
points in his past five games. 

Skinner finished Saturday with an assist and three shots on goal in 17:58 
of ice time. 

SVECHNIKOV A SURPRISE SCRATCH 

Andrei Svechnikov, who started the season sticks a’blazing with seven 
goals in seven games and has been among the Canes’ offensive 
catalysts this season, was a late injury scratch Saturday night against the 
Sabres. 

The team announced Svechnikov’s absence, due to an “upper-body 
injury,” just over a half hour before the start of the game. Also missing 
from the lineup, as expected, were Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
(COVID) and Jordan Martinook (lower body). 

After the game, coach Rod Brind’Amour said Svechnikov is dealing with 
“a finger issue,” and should be “all set” going forward. 

BEAR HUG 

Ethan Bear skated in warmups Saturday night. With no morning skate for 
the team, the Canes had to see if their steady right-shot defender was 
OK to return to action after missing nearly two weeks following a COVID-
19 diagnosis. 

The verdict? Yes, indeed. 

Bear slotted back into the lineup Saturday, if only out of necessity. The 
team dressed seven defenders and 11 forwards after injuries to 
Svechnikov and Martinook left the team low on reserves. 

To say the Canes have been a bit thin on defense would qualify among 
the year’s top understatements. Bear was the first domino to fall when he 
was sent home from the team’s long West Coast road swing after testing 
positive for COVID-19. He was immediately quarantined, leaving 
Carolina short on the blue line. 

A few games later, two more Canes defenders — DeAngelo and Pesce 
— tested positive and were placed in NHL protocols, leaving Carolina 
without its entire stock of regular NHL right-shot defenders. 

Already struggling on the power play, losing all three right-shot defenders 
was another blow to that unit — not to mention even-strength defending, 
particularly against a plucky Ottawa team that’s hard to play against. 

That made Bear’s return to the lineup Saturday that much sweeter for the 
Canes, who need some stability on the blue line. 
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HOT AND COLD 

The mystery of whether Seth Jarvis would stay in the NHL kept Canes 
fans teetering on their seats earlier this season. A top draft pick with 
oodles of potential, Jarvis waited his turn in the team’s lineup at the 
beginning of the season. 

Finally, on Halloween, Jarvis debuted, and made his presence known 
immediately with an assist against Arizona. The next night, he netted his 
first NHL goal, on the road in Chicago. 

And then … not much. Jarvis was a minus-1 with six shots on goal over 
the next four games, and the question of whether he’d be sent to skate 
for the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League was still 
very much valid. If he played more than 10 games for the Canes, the first 
year of his entry-level contract kicked in. 

Like many rookies, though, the swings were just starting for Jarvis. He 
scored three goals and added an assist while accounting for 13 shots on 
goal, making the decision to keep him in the NHL a no-brainer. 

The well has since dried up a touch for Jarvis — as it has for a handful of 
Canes during the team’s current slump — though the rookie’s play is 
magnified given his age and fast start. In his five games previous to 
Saturday, Jarvis collected a pair of assists and 11 shots on goal. He’s 
well past his 10-game threshold and clearly in the lineup to stay this 
season. The key to his success will be leveling out his highs and lows as 
a rookie forward. 

He took a step in that direction Saturday, assisting on the Canes’ second 
goal of the first period when he found Martin Necas for a wraparound 
marker at 13:59. 

ICYMI 

▪ It’s been a while, Buffalo — a really, really long while. Saturday, the 
Hurricanes faced the Sabres for the first time in more than two calendar 
years. 

During the pandemic-shortened regular season of 2019-20, the Canes 
traveled to Buffalo on Nov. 14, where they earned a 5-4 overtime win at 
KeyBank Center. The teams were next slated to play at PNC Arena late 
in the season before the NHL shut down due to COVID-19. When play 
resumed with the modified summer playoffs, Buffalo was out of the mix, 
and the subsequent season saw the teams split into different divisions 
with no crossover. 

To find the most recent Sabres visit to Raleigh, we need to go back to 
March 16, 2019, a 4-2 Carolina win at PNC Arena. 

▪ Speaking of winning against the Sabres, the Canes entered Saturday’s 
game riding the third-longest active win streak against a single opponent 
in the NHL. Since a home loss to the Sabres on March 22, 2016, 
Carolina was 10-0-0 against Buffalo. Only Boston (16 in a row over 
Arizona) and New Jersey (11 in a row over Vancouver) had longer 
streaks intact. 

▪ Against the Sens on Thursday night, Teuvo Teravainen scored his 
100th NHL goal during the Canes’ furious comeback attempt in the third 
period. Teravainen had been held scoreless for 10 consecutive games, 
having last scored on Nov. 9 in Tampa. Thursday’s goal was also just his 
second goal on home ice this season, his first coming in the season 
opener against the Islanders. 
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What to make of the Hurricanes’ slump: 3 reasons to panic and 3 
reasons to chill 

 

By Sara Civian  

Dec 4, 2021  

  

The Hurricanes’ franchise-record-breaking 9-0-0 streak to start the 
season was always going to come to an end — and when it did, a loss 
here or there obviously shouldn’t have been treated like the end of the 
world. You’re going to take a few L’s in an 82-game season. The 
important thing is to keep losing streaks to a minimum and bounce back 
quickly when they happen. 

And the Canes were doing a great job of that, following up any stray 
losses with wins, even starting their West Coast trip 3-0-0. 

Until now. Since that good start to the trip, Carolina has lost five of its 
past six games, including losses to struggling teams like the Stars (well, it 
was their fifth win in a row, but still, they were 6-7-2 before that stretch) 
and Senators. 

“The name of the game as a professional athlete is to win,” Ian Cole said 
after the loss in Dallas. “That’s it. That should be our only focus. We 
played well today, we had a lot of shots, we had a lot of Grade A 
(chances); we should have scored more goals. You know, X, Y, and Z, 
but we lost. So really, that’s all that matters. 

“We need to figure out ways to win, and we need to figure them out 
quick. We can’t let this continue to slide. It’s only going to hurt us in the 
long run.” 

And losing to the Senators in the game after you say that isn’t going to 
calm anyone down. 

So what’s happening? Is this merely a matter of the team’s three top 
right-handed defensemen — Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo — all being in the COVID-19 protocol? Is it a case of bad 
bounces? Or are concerning trends developing? 

As usual, the answer is D, all of the above. And while a 15-6-1 record 
isn’t anything to cry about, it’s also nothing to brag about when a hopeful 
Cup contender is sitting in third place in its division. There are enough 
negatives to worry fans and enough positives to be encouraged. Let’s get 
a dose of both. 

Three reasons to panic 

The power play 

The Hurricanes have gone 1-for-21 on the power play in their past eight 
games, the only score coming on Teuvo Teravainen’s 100th career goal 
that started a failed comeback effort Thursday. 

Sebastian Aho is ultra-competitive and hard on himself as it is, but you 
know it’s bad when I try to sort of throw a softball in a morning skate 
interview and he turns it into a grand slam. (I don’t know baseball — does 
this even make sense?) 

“What do you think is going on with the power play?” I asked Thursday. 
“Is it just bad bounces, or what?” 

“It’s not just that,” he said. “Sometimes it’s a little overthinking. 
Sometimes it’s looking for a chance that’s not there. We have to simplify 
that. I’m sure when we get one goal, we’ll get another one, then we’ll gain 
some confidence back and get back on track. We’ve been working on it, 
so I’m pretty sure it’s coming.” 

Sebastian Aho (James Guillory / USA Today) 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour was just as honest. 

“Well, the last few games, it’s been really bad,” he said. “We didn’t score 
for a while before that, but it was actually not bad. And then now, guys 
were trying to do a little too much at times. A little too cute. Obviously, 
we’re missing a few guys now, so guys are in different spots. So it’s a 
little bit off. We’ll go back to basics here and hopefully turn that around.” 
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It definitely improved Thursday night, with tons of shots on the doorstep 
and fewer tic-tac-toe passing attempts. According to Natural Stat Trick, 
the Canes had 15 shot attempts and six high-danger attempts on their 
four power-play opportunities. That’s a stark improvement from the 
hesitancy we’d been seeing previously. It was also reflective of the 
overall game, a high-volume approach we’ve seen making a comeback 
with the Canes recently. 

The Canes outshot the Senators 49-20 overall, and take a look at this 
heat map. 

“The guys played hard,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “I don’t really 
have much to say. It’s tough. It’s kind of felt like during this last two-week 
stretch we’re playing as good of hockey as we can play. Tonight we did 
everything right but didn’t get the win.” 

The bounces that led to Senators goals were strange. The Canes got 
back into their groove on the power play, but still … 

‘Good hockey,’ tough results 

Is playing “good hockey” and still not winning a good sign or a bad sign? I 
guess you could make the case either way, but I’m looking at a 3-2 loss 
to the flailing Senators and I don’t think it’s necessarily a good thing. 

At the beginning of the season, there were some games the Canes didn’t 
necessarily deserve to win but managed to take because of pure skill — 
and maybe some luck. Sometimes it was Freddie Andersen making a 
save he wasn’t expected to. Sometimes it was the scoring depth of the 
Canes coming through when needed. Now it’s sort of the opposite. The 
team is maybe playing harder, outshooting opponents but struggling to 
find that skillful magic. 

The Canes only had one goal per game in losses to San Jose, Seattle 
and Dallas and two against the Capitals and the Senators. As mentioned, 
they outshot Ottawa 49-20, and they outshot the Stars 40-17. We’ve all 
seen how exhausting it is to outshoot your opponents to death with 
nothing to show for it. You don’t want that to take a hit on the overall 
team confidence, which was off the charts before this slump. 

That’s the thing about playing well and still losing. Jordan Staal said he’s 
gripping his stick so hard it’s going to turn into a twig. They can’t let it get 
to them too much. 

Who is scoring? 

The Hurricanes really need more out of secondary scorers like Staal, 
Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas. 

While the captain, Staal, isn’t necessarily relied on to score, he tends to 
show up in these moments and hasn’t. He has one assist in the past five 
games, that coming in the win against the Flyers. He was back on track 
with a 72 faceoff percentage against Ottawa, but he went 27 percent 
against Dallas. 

Necas, meanwhile, has been trying to do too much on the power play. It’s 
good that the effort is there, and Necas at his best is an absolute game-
breaker, but he needs to find a way to contribute when he’s not at his 
best. He’s had no goals and two assists in the past five games, and 
Trocheck has gone completely cold. 

Three reasons to chill 

There’s something to blame 

The absence of DeAngelo, Pesce and Bear isn’t the full reason the 
Canes are dropping these games, and the problems started a bit before 
Pesce and DeAngelo entered the COVID-19 protocol. But losing those 
players is still huge. While many of the opposition goals during this time 
have been on weird bounces, you look at the plays that led to them and 
there are severe, uncharacteristic defensive lapses. Take the lost 
footrace on Ottawa’s first goal, for example. That’ll happen when your top 
three right shots are out. 

Not to mention, both power-play quarterbacks are out, including 
DeAngelo, who is third in the team in scoring and first in assists, with 15. 

Losing DeAngelo is going to make a gigantic difference in offense and on 
the power play, and losing Pesce will do the same on the back end. 

You have Jaccob Slavin out here playing a career-high 29:30 — nearly 
half the hockey game. He’s going to be a little tired. 

There’s comfort in knowing there’s a solution to at least part of the 
problem, and the Canes will obviously get those three huge contributors 
back eventually. 

Moving in the right direction 

There was clear improvement, to me, in the Ottawa game as compared 
with the Dallas game and the several losses prior. Against Ottawa, the 
Hurricanes got the net-front presence from Seth Jarvis and so many 
others that’s been lacking. Of course, Ottawa is a lesser team than 
Dallas, so you don’t want to give too much credit for this. But it’s better 
than trending totally in the wrong direction. 

Braden Holtby and Seth Jarvis (Jerome Miron / USA Today) 

“I don’t really know what to tell you. I can’t say much,” Brind’Amour said 
after the loss to the Senators. “There’s certainly nothing negative in this 
game other than the score, and unfortunately that’s the biggest thing. We 
did everything we could. We should have gotten a couple in the first. That 
was a great period, and we’re down one. That’s tough. The power play 
was great tonight. We were on them for the last couple games, and those 
guys responded. We only got the one, but I liked everything we were 
doing.” 

It’s a start on the way back to confidence. 

Sometimes stuff just happens 

The Canes have certainly been running into hot goalies recently, and 
sometimes things happen. You’ve seen some of these weird bounces. As 
tough as it is to watch a string of losses snowball into five losses in six 
games, you have to look a bit deeper than that. There have been 
defensive lapses — and three key defensemen are out. There have been 
power-play struggles, but that’ll happen throughout the season. 

If you’re ready to throw the 9-0-0 start out the window because of this 
recent slump, I think you should also consider that this stretch could be 
just as flukey. The truth is probably somewhere in the middle. 
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Jets captain Wheeler ready for 1,000th game 

 

Mike McIntyre 

12/4/2021 

 

Blake Wheeler isn't one to typically stop and smell the roses. 

He's always got his game face on, especially in the middle of a busy 
hockey season. But the Winnipeg Jets captain admits he's trying to 
savour the moment as he prepares to skate in his 1,000th game on 
Sunday night. 

He'll become just the 358th NHL player to hit the mark, and only the 
fourth to ever do it while wearing a Jets jersey. Serge Savard, Randy 
Carlyle and Paul Stastny are the others. 

"I think there is a lot of things that play into that that are out of your 
control. I think I’ve been blessed to have a body that’s suited for it. I have 
to play that way. If I don’t play that way, I wouldn’t be in the league," 
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Wheeler said Saturday of the remarkable durability that has seen him 
miss only 15 games due to injury or illness over a 14-year career. 

"That’s just the way I have to play it. I think there’s an element of 'yeah, I 
take care of myself', that’s the priority for me. I’ve just been lucky to not 
have anything significant over the years, just things you could play 
through." 

Wheeler, 35, will be feted in a ceremony prior to the 7 p.m. puck drop 
against Toronto at Canada Life Centre. His wife, Sam, the couple's three 
children and other family members, including his parents, will be in 
attendance. 

"Obviously my parents were a big part of my youth hockey and growing 
up and the way up. But to share it with Sam and our three kids...Sam, 
she’s the only one that sees the day in and day out, the highs, the lows. 
She’s been there for me through it all. Having her there, that one means 
the most to me. Nobody knows what 1,000 good days and bad days or in 
between has looked like more than her," said Wheeler. 

"Being a pro athlete, it's a glamorous job when it's good and it's not so 
when it's not so good. That's when you have people that you care about 
that care about you. She's been my support system for the last 14 years. 
We've celebrated a lot of highs and when it's as bad as it gets, that's 
when you need her. That's when she's been there for me. I'll never be 
able to pay that back. She sacrificed what she wanted to do with her life 
to follow me and to take care of our kids and support me. So no, I can't 
really put into words what she means to me but I try to show 
her.(Sunday) will be a good day to try to remind her." 

Wheeler was drafted fifth-overall by Phoenix in 2004 as a high school 
hockey star out of Minnesota. He never played a game with the Coyotes, 
electing to become a free agent and sign with Boston where he made his 
NHL debut in 2008. He was traded to Atlanta in February 2011, then 
moved to Winnipeg that summer when the Thrashers were sold to True 
North. 

Sunday will be his 779th career game with the Jets, second-only to Bryan 
Little's 843 for most all-time in Jets 2.0 history. He's the franchise leader 
for assists and points. 

"It’s the first place that let me be me. Everywhere that I went before this 
was trying to make me into something that I’m not," Wheeler said of what 
Winnipeg has meant to him. 

"Being a big guy, you’ve got to hit more, you’ve got to fight more, you’ve 
got to do this more, you’ve got to do that more. I got to be me and I think 
the people here embraced the way that I play. I try to play hard for our 
fans every night and it’s why I’ve committed my career here. This is 
where I want to be and this is where I want to win. I think it’s a 
relationship that has allowed me to flourish and it’s been over 11 years 
now." 

When the 2021-22 campaign began, Wheeler was set to play his 1,000th 
game on Nov. 24 in Columbus. But a positive COVID-19 diagnosis in 
mid-October sidelined him for five games, meaning the milestone would 
come on home ice against the Maple Leafs. 

"Not that it wouldn’t have been great but after seeing how mad they were 
at Doobie (Pierre-Luc Dubois, who was booed in his return to 
Columbus)… I remember leaving the rink that day being that, ‘Maybe it 
was a good thing it wasn’t tonight.’" Wheeler said with a laugh. 

Wheeler was asked what the secret to staying healthy has been, and 
hearkened back to a lesson his father taught him a young age. 

"I guess I was dramatic as a kid. So I was a kid that laid on the ice a lot, 
liked attention and all that. I don’t think my dad liked that a whole lot, so I 
was taught early that there’s a difference between being hurt and being 
injured," he said. 

"If you’re going to play this game for a living, you’re going to feel hurt a 
lot. And the different between being able to go out there and play and not 
is a pretty black-and-white thing for me. Concussion last year was, that 
presented some grey area, it was like, ‘can’t play,’ so that was hard but 

outside of that, if I’m upright and I can skate and I don’t feel like I’m 
hurting the team, then I’m going to play. As long as Paul (Maurice) and 
the trainers are on board with that, they agree with that, there’s not a 
whole lot of thought that goes into it." 

Wheeler is coming off his most productive offensive night of the young 
season, recording three assists in Winnipeg's 8-4 victory over New 
Jersey on Friday night. He's been reunited on the top line with Mark 
Scheifele and Kyle Connor but is still searching for his first goal of the 
year, with 10 assists now through 18 games. 

He's signed for two more seasons after this one at US $8.25 million per 
year. 

"Like I said, I can be myself here. I don't have to be anyone else. I don't 
have to cater to a style that somebody else thinks that I need to play. I 
can just focus on working my ass off every day and that's good enough," 
said Wheeler. 

"For me, that's meant everything to me. I can just come to work and play, 
you know, have a crowd that's full every night and excited. That's what 
this game is all about. I'll live somewhere warm when I don't play hockey 
anymore, you know? Coming to work every day and having people care 
about what you're doing, as a pro athlete, I mean that's what it's all 
about." 

 

Winnipeg Free Press LOADED 12.05.2021 

1228515 Winnipeg Jets 

 

GAME NIGHT: Wheeler to play 1,000th game vs. Leafs 

 

Scott Billeck 
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TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 17-6-2 

at WINNIPEG JETS 11-8-4 

Sunday 7 p.m., Canada Life Centre, TV: TSN3 Radio: 680 CJOB 

WHY WATCH? 

Jets’ Wheeler to play 1,000th NHL game 

Aside from the game renewing an old North Division rivalry with the 
Maple Leafs, Winnipeg’s long-time captain Blake Wheeler will be 
honoured prior to the game, No. 1,000 of the 35-year-old’s career. 
Wheeler hits the milestone having missed just 18 games across his 14-
year career, including 11 of those that have come over the past two 
seasons after battling a concussion last year and COVID-19 during the 
current campaign. 

POINTS LEADERS 

Leafs GP G A PTS +/- 

John Tavares 24 11 14 25 5 

Auston Matthews 22 14 10 24 5 

William Nylander 25 10 13 23 4 

Jets GP G A PTS +/- 

Kyle Connor 23 14 11 25 6 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 23 11 9 20 6 

Andrew Copp 23 6 12 18 10 
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SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play: 

Leafs 23.4% (8th) 

Jets 17.4% (20th) 

Penalty kill: 

Leafs 85.9% (6th) 

Jets 68.3% (31st) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE LEAFS 

The Leafs saw their five-game winning streak snapped in a 4-3 shootout 
loss to the Minnesota Wild on Saturday night. The Leafs battled back 
from a 3-0 deficit to tie the game 3-3 in the third. 

Auston Matthews scored the game-tying goal, pushing his goal-scoring 
streak to five games. He has seven goals in that span, including a hat-
trick in an 8-3 romp over the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday. 

Jason Spezza scored twice on Saturday and now has three goals in his 
past two games and four in his past five. Michael Bunting, who could 
have tied a franchise record for longest assist streak by a rookie at six 
games, was held off the scoresheet. 
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Road to 1,000 games paved with rock-like durability, considerable skill 
and dogged determination for Jets' Wheeler 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Dec 04, 2021   

 

Blake Wheeler has long been a player who isn’t interested in diving into 
the reflecting pool while his career is ongoing. 

This much was true on Saturday, the eve of his 1,000th NHL game — a 
milestone only reached by 357 players before him in the league’s 100-
plus year history. 

When the time is right, Wheeler will jog down memory lane, and he will 
have plenty to ponder. 

You don’t reach quadruple digits in the games-played column without 
some of the stars in the sky aligning themselves. 

It’s arguable, however, that Wheeler arranged those celestial bodies 
himself to get to Canada Life Centre on Sunday night against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

Here’s a guy that reached the 1,000-game mark having missed only 18 
games (he was ineligible to play a full 82-game schedule during the 
2010-11 season after being traded from Boston to Atlanta). 

Only seven of those games missed came before the start of last season, 
and three of them were nights off as he was rested prior to the playoffs. 
That’s just 15 games missed due to injury and illness during his 14-year 
career to date, including 11 over of the past two seasons (six with a 
concussion in 2020-21, and five more this season due to COVID 
protocol.) 

Durable doesn’t even begin to describe the 35-year-old’s career. 

The most visible evidence of this came on March 24, 2014 — Game No. 
445. 

Wheeler, skating through the neutral zone after accepting a pass from 
former Jets forward Eric O’Dell, was shoved by Stars forward Colton 
Sceviour into what should have been the smooth surface of the boards 
along the Stars’ bench. What happened instead appeared to be 
catastrophic. 

The door on the Dallas bench closest to centre ice was still ajar from a 
recent line change. Sceviour’s push knocked Wheeler off-kilter which, 
coupled with the latter’s forward momentum, sent him shoulder-first into 
the sharp corner of the door opening. 

The impact had Wheeler writhing on the ice for several minutes before 
having to be helped off and down the tunnel. 

His night was surely over, and immediate thoughts were not if he was to 
miss time, but how long No. 26 would be absent from the lineup. 

And then there he was, perhaps a minute or so later, emerging from the 
tunnel to rejoin his teammates on the bench. Furthermore, with 11 
seconds left in a 2-1 loss, he was back on the ice as the Jets tried to find 
a late equalizer. 

“Trainer is shaking his head, they’re worried he broke his shoulder 
blade,” said Jets head coach Paul Maurice, who was just a handful of 
games into his tenure in Winnipeg that night in Texas. 

Wheeler would play all 82 games that season. 

Missing games — and even time within those games — has been a rarity 
for Wheeler. 

“I guess I was dramatic as a kid,” Wheeler said, smiling as he met with 
the media on Saturday morning. “So I was a kid that laid on the ice a lot, 
liked (the) attention and all that. I don’t think my dad liked that a whole 
lot, so I was taught early that there’s a difference between being hurt and 
being injured. If you’re going to play this game for a living, you’re going to 
feel hurt a lot. And the difference between being able to go out there and 
play and not is a pretty black-and-white thing for me.” 

So a broken bone in his foot was merely an annoyance a few years ago, 
as were the fractured ribs he gutted his way through last season. 

It’s been his calling card, and something that will be etched into his 
legacy when he’s done with the game as a nose-to-the-grindstone player 
that’s proved he’s as tough as they come. 

“There’s players that have played 1,000 games that can probably play 
5,000, and it’s style, stay out of traffic. And they’re good players,” 
Maurice said. “But (Wheeler’s) been an in-traffic player, full sprint, every 
practice, every game. So it’s not just the games, it’s the days that he 
would prep, it’s the summer that he’d put in to drive his body as hard as 
he has, to be as prolific as he has. That’s what I take away from it, the 
handful of guys that have — Rod Brind’Amour was like that, Mats Sundin 
drove himself real hard, learned how to compete heavy like that. 

“Those guys, because they play like that, carry 1,000 games injured an 
awful lot. Broke a bone in his foot, ribs, just a whole bunch of things that 
you marvel at his ability to go out and play, and he’s played hard games 
— 1,000 the hard way.” 

The genesis of Wheeler’s NHL career came on June 26, 2004, when the 
Arizona Coyotes drafted the 17-year-old fifth overall out of Breck High 
School in Golden Valley, Minn., — a pick after Carolina snagged the man 
he’d learn so much from later on in his career, Andrew Ladd. 

Wheeler’s selection seemed like a reach for the Coyotes at the time. He 
wasn’t ranked in the top 10 among North American-born skaters, not to 
mention those internationally, a list that included names such as Alex 
Ovechkin and Evgeni Malkin. 

“Everyone was saying who the hell is this guy?” said Wheeler, who was 
now reminiscing. 
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He’d never play a game for the ‘Yotes. 

Citing the regime change that saw the Coyotes sold two years after he 
was drafted, Wheeler became an unrestricted free agent in the summer 
of 2008 after playing four years at the University of Minnesota. Wheeler 
would sign with the Boston Bruins and would play the first 81 games of 
his career the following season, putting up 21 goals and 45 points as a 
rookie. 

At first, Wheeler wasn’t the hard-nosed power forward that would 
eventually become his trademark. The Bruins, on the cusp of winning the 
Stanley Cup in 2011, traded Wheeler and Mark Stuart to the then-Atlanta 
Thrashers for Rich Peverley and Boris Valabik on Feb. 18, 2011. The 
move would also help the Bruins facilitate a trade for defenceman Tomas 
Kaberle later that same day. 

Years later, Wheeler would admit getting traded stung, especially given 
that the Bruins would hoist the Stanley Cup later that spring. 

“It was a blow for sure. I knew we had a good team in Boston. I knew 
there was a chance to win there,” Wheeler said. “I also knew that my 
role, the fit wasn’t maybe the best.” 

The Thrashers would be sold to David Thomson and Mark Chipman later 
that year. Now in Winnipeg, Wheeler would blossom into one of the 
game’s premier power forwards. 

“It’s the first place that let me be me,” Wheeler said. “Everywhere that I 
went before this was trying to make me into something that I’m not. Being 
a big guy, you’ve got to hit more, you’ve got to fight more, you’ve got to 
do this more, you’ve got to do that more. I got to be me (in Winnipeg) and 
I think the people here embraced the way that I play.” 

On his 30th birthday on Aug. 31, 2016, Wheeler would be named captain 
of the Jets after Ladd had been traded to the Chicago Blackhawks prior 
to the trade deadline during the season before. Wheeler had served 
three years as one of Ladd’s alternates. 

During the 2017-18 and 2018-19 seasons, Wheeler’s production would 
hit an all-time high, posting back-to-back 91-point campaigns, 
contributing to one of the game’s most productive lines alongside Mark 
Scheifele and a young Kyle Connor. 

“He’s taught me a lot. He’s been a mentor of mine. He’s been there 
through it all. I’m very, very lucky I got to play with him; still playing with 
him,” Scheifele said on Friday. “Obviously, it’s a huge accomplishment to 
get to a thousand games. He’s definitely been a big role model of mine in 
the way that he works, the way that he comes to the rink and puts his 
best foot forward and works hard and shows that each and every day. 
I’ve been the beneficiary of a few tap-ins and a few really nice passes by 
him so I’ve been very, very lucky to play with him and looking for even 
more in the future.” 

Sunday will be Wheeler’s 779th game with the franchise, second-most in 
team history after Bryan Little’s 843 games played. 

His 707 points are a franchise record, as are the 478 assists that helped 
him get there. In a seven-year stretch, Wheeler had the fourth most 
assists between 2014-15 and the 2020-21 season with 348, with only 
Connor McDavid, Patrick Kane, and Niklas Backstrom producing more. 

In the same stretch, he was tied for sixth-most points at 506 with Leon 
Draisaitl and Alex Ovechkin. 

Wheeler’s impact on the Jets has been unmistakable and, at times, 
controversial. 

With Scheifele, Wheeler was instrumental in showing Connor the ropes 
as he was coming up in the NHL. 

“His approach each day and his work ethic — it’s contagious,” Connor 
said. “He wants to get better and he leads by example. He’s also a big 
voice in the locker room. For me, that’s one of the takeaways that I got 
from him, that you’ve got to bring it every single day, that it doesn’t 
matter, you’ve got to earn it every single day.”  

If you ask Maurice, he’ll tell you every player has benefitted from 
Wheeler’s leadership. 

“Kyle practices like Blake now. He doesn’t go at half speed, and at his 
size, I wouldn’t expect Kyle to burn it out every day, but he has a fitness 
level that he can,” Maurice said. “So those would be the guys that would 
be directly related, and it includes (Adam) Lowry and Josh Morrissey.” 

A lot of that, Maurice said, comes from leading by example, pointing to 
Wheeler’s training and diet regimen that’s undoubtedly helped Wheeler 
through the bumps and bruises he’s played through. 

“If your big dog is: show up, throw your skates on, eat some pizza and all 
that other workout stuff is meaningless, then the rest of your group will 
look like that, and your younger kids, especially,” he said. “They get a 
taste of that in camp… that’s the first time they’ve been on the ice with a 
guy that’s 6-foot-5 that skates like that, he’s strong and he’s snarly on 
every drill. That has a major impact on your group.” 

That snarl can be found off the ice, too. And it’s something Wheeler has 
had to rein in over the years. 

In an interview prior to the 2019-20 season, an offseason removed from 
the Jets crashing out in the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, 
Wheeler told TSN’s Sara Orlesky he wasn’t happy with the person he 
had become. 

“I was disappointed for the first time in myself after last year not because 
we didn’t win the Stanley Cup,” Wheeler said. “I lost touch with myself as 
a dad, as a husband, first and foremost, because I invested so much into 
trying to win.” 

On Saturday, Wheeler credited his wife, Sam, for helping him get to 
where he is, sacrificing her own ambitions in life in the process. 

“Sam, she’s the only one that sees the day in and day out, the highs, the 
lows. She’s been there for me through it all,” Wheeler said. “Having her 
there, that one means the most to me. Nobody knows what 1,000 good 
days and bad days or the in-between has looked like more than her. 

“She’s been my support system for the last 14 years. We’ve had a lot of, 
we’ve celebrated a lot of highs and when it’s as bad as it gets, I mean 
that’s when you need her. That’s when she’s been there for me. I’ll never 
be able to pay that back.” 

Wheeler’s fiercely competitive nature and protect-at-all-costs attitude 
toward the team he leads has led, at times, to a thorny relationship with 
the media. 

He infamously told Winnipeg Sun columnist Paul Friesen to “f— off” after 
his team’s Game 6 defeat to the Blues in the 2019 playoffs, following a 
question about what went wrong. 

Prior to that, the Jets had gone from first place in the Central Division at 
Christmas to third by the end of the season. The transition into the 
playoffs did nothing to stop the team’s free-fall from grace. 

Wheeler was criticized for being too hard on his younger players, 
acknowledging he needed to put himself in other people’s shoes a lot 
more as a captain than he was used to from those who helped him 
develop. 

“I had to do it a certain way in my career to get to where I’m at,” Wheeler 
told TSN. “That’s not going to be necessarily the same for everyone else, 
but there’s a pretty common theme in this league that you’ve got to do a 
certain thing, you have to prepare a certain way if you want to be 
successful. So, I just try to show the guys what it looks like and from 
there, you’re not holding people’s hands, this is the big leagues.” 

It’s a style that’s reportedly led to some strife inside the room over years, 
but the impact Wheeler has had is unmistakable, according to his 
teammates. 

“I’ve been with him for a long time,” Scheifele said. “He’s taught me a lot. 
He’s been a mentor of mine. He’s been there through it all. I’m very, very 
lucky I got to play with him; still playing with him.” 
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Added Lowry: “He’s really been the heartbeat of our team for so long. He 
drives the bus for us. He’s a guy we all look to in the room when we need 
to get going, when we need some direction.” 

No one gets to 1,000 games unscathed, and Wheeler won’t be the first 
exception to the rule. 

Instead, he’s another testament to how much it takes, how difficult it can 
be and how unclear the path is until it’s finally traversed. 
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Zimmerman scores teddy bear toss goal, but Hitmen fall to Hurricanes in 
OT 
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Cael Zimmerman didn’t even have a chance to celebrate the most-
anticipated goal of the Calgary Hitmen season. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

When Zimmerman scored to get the Hitmen on the board at 6:53 of the 
second period on Saturday, he was immediately mobbed by his 
teammates while the 13,028 fans in attendance at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome for the Enmax Teddy Bear Toss game littered the ice with 
15,324 stuffed toys. 

“I didn’t really have anything planned,” admitted the 20-year-old forward, 
who was happy to score the clutch goal in his final WHL season. “They 
all were over there pretty quick though and it was a big dog pile. 

“Definitely at the time I was pretty pumped. I think the whole team was. It 
was good to get the boys rolling like that.” 

Unfortunately for Zimmerman and the Hitmen (10-9-1), they wound up on 
the wrong end of a 5-4 overtime decision to the visiting Lethbridge 
Hurricanes (9-11-1). 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Rookie forward Billal Noori tallied his first two WHL goals for Calgary, 
while Zac Funk scored his seventh goal of the season with 1:25 left in 
regulation to send the game into overtime. 

“We were on a line change and Funker jumped on there for the tying 
goal,” said assistant coach Matt Stajan. “We would have liked to get the 
two points, but to come back after being as flat as we were and get it to 
overtime, that’s a big goal for our club. 

“Credit to the guys for sticking with it right to the end and giving ourselves 
a chance to tie it up, which we did.” 

Ty Nash scored twice, including the game-winning goal at 1:37 of the 
extra session, and had an assist for the Hurricanes. 

Noah Boyko also had a pair of goals for Lethbridge, Chase Wheatcroft 
scored twice, while goalie Bryan Thomsan made 32 saves to pick up the 
win. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Calgary Hitmen scramble for a loose puck in front of Lethbridge 
Hurricanes goaltender Bryan Thomson at the Scotiabank Saddledome on 
Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021. 

Hitmen netminder Brayden Peters also stopped 32 shots, albeit in a 
losing cause. 

The Hitmen started the game with a big push as Sean Tschigerl, 
Grayden Siepmann and Adam Kydd all had great chances to score, but 
they were turned away in succession by Thomson. 

Boyko opened the scoring at 3:10 of the first period when he snapped a 
sharp-angle shot past Peters. 

Boyko then notched a power-play goal at 17:28 of the opening period 
before the Hitmen used the intermission break to regroup. It paid off as 
Zimmerman scored his clutch goal to pull within a goal of the Hurricanes. 

“In your career, you have certain moments that you remember and that’s 
one that he’ll definitely remember,” Stajan said. “It’s nice when it happens 
for an older player, a guy who works so hard and is a leader in our room, 
so we were happy to see him get that one.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

After about a 20-minute delay to collect all the plush donations and re-
flood the ice, play resumed and Tschigerl had a great chance to score, 
but Thomson stood his ground to thwart the Hitmen forward’s 
shorthanded breakaway opportunity. 

Nash then counted his first of the game with just 18.6 seconds left in the 
middle frame before Noori scored at 2:25 of the third. 

Just 16 seconds later, Wheatcroft put the ’Canes back up by two, but the 
Hitmen refused to quit as Noori swatted a pass from Oliver Tulk past 
Thomson for a power-play goal at 6:01 before Funk’s late goal forced 
OT. 

“I thought that our boys started rallying, started playing hard and getting 
pucks deep,” said Noori, who was happy to finally find the back of the net 
in his 10th WHL game. “It feels good. It took me a long time to get it. It 
was a lucky one. I’ll take it and we’ve just got to get prepared for 
tomorrow.” 

Next up, the Hitmen will open a four-game road trip when they travel to 
Red Deer on Sunday to face the Rebels (4 p.m.). 
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Flames forward Coleman hoping to get hot after snapping out of scoring 
slump 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

Publishing date:Dec 04, 2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — Doesn’t everyone arrive in Las Vegas thinking, hoping 
anyway, that they’re on the brink of a lucky streak? 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Except in Blake Coleman’s case, this isn’t about throwing dice, coming 
up with the perfect mix of face cards and aces at the blackjack table or 
getting the right bounces on the roulette wheel. 

The Calgary Flames’ summer signing snapped out of a lengthy scoring 
drought Friday in Anaheim. 

And … 

“It’s one of those things that has come in waves in my career,” Coleman 
had mentioned hours before that slump-busting snipe, his first since late 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 5, 2021 

 

October. “I usually get hot and stay hot for a little bit, and then I have little 
spells like this. Just have work my way out of that. 

“But fortunately, the team has been winning. That’s what is most 
important.” 

For Coleman, Friday’s result must have been twice as nice. 

The Flames prevailed again, extending their remarkable run of road 
success by eking out a 4-3 shootout victory over the Anaheim Ducks at 
Honda Center. With a 15-4-5 record that includes a league-best 11 wins 
in enemy rinks, they are currently top of the heap in a Pacific Division 
that is much stronger than most we’re expecting. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

And Coleman finally found the back of the net again. The 30-year-old left-
winger — bouncing between the second and third line, where he is 
currently slotted — had been skunked in 16 straight. 

He’s now up to four goals on the season as the Flames continue this 
four-game getaway with Sunday’s showdown against the Vegas Golden 
Knights (8 p.m. MT, Sportsnet One/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). They’re 
aiming for a franchise first at T-Mobile Arena, a place they’ve typically 
folded long before the final buzzer. In six career visits, all prior to the 
pandemic and all losses, they’ve been outscored by a cringe-worthy 
count of 27-6. 

That history means squat to Coleman and the rest of the recent 
additions. 

He’ll be more focused on repeating his recipe from Friday in Anaheim, 
where he’d already had a near-miss on a partial breakaway and also 
plunked the post before he capitalized on a dandy dish by new linemate 
Sean Monahan to put an end to a frustrating funk. He finished with a 
game-high seven shots on net. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“Yeah, this is not a bad town to get hot in,” Coleman said, playing along 
after Saturday’s upbeat practice in Sin City. “I felt like it was a matter of 
time before I got one, and obviously the quicker that they come, the 
better. Hopefully, it’s one of those things where the dam is broken now 
and you can kind of break through and just keep playing your game and 
it will start to come. 

“I thought I could have had three or four before that one (Friday), but it’s 
good to get rewarded and, more importantly, to get the win. And the good 
news is the rest of my game feels like it’s pretty much in order.” 

The Calgary Flames’ Blake Coleman (20) moves the puck against the 
Anaheim Ducks at Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif., on Friday, Dec. 3, 
2021. 

Coleman‘s impact can’t be measured in just goals and assists — as 
bossman Darryl Sutter pointed out, “he does so many other things for 
you” — but that doesn’t make it any easier for a proud pro when it 
suddenly feels like you couldn’t sink a nickel in the fountain from the 
sidewalk outside the Bellagio. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You expect everybody to score. I think that’s the mindset that we want 
our team to have this year,” said Flames assistant coach Ryan Huska 
after Friday’s triumph at Honda Center. “With a guy like Blake, there are 
so many intangibles that come along with him — the penalty kill, he’s 
gritty, he’s hard, he can play against top lines, he can check the right 
way. 

“But he can also score. So as much as you want to say guys understand 
it’s not easy to score, it does bother them. They know they have a role to 
play, but they have to contribute. And when they get chances and they’re 
not going in, they start lying awake at night thinking about the ones they 
missed. So it’s nice to see them get rewarded.” 

Despite that extended scoring skid, it’s likely been mostly sweet dreams 
for Coleman of late. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

When he signed a six-year contract with the Flames after back-to-back 
boat parades with the Tampa Bay Lightning, he explained that he was 
excited about an increased role but also believed his new club could 
make some noise in the post-season. 

Some snickered at that second part, thinking he was pushing his luck. 

While it’s far too soon to be talking playoffs, this structured and stingy 
crew from Calgary has been one of the NHL’s best stories so far. 

“It’s kind of what I expected,” Coleman said. “I thought there was a lot of 
offensive talent here. You look back two or three years ago, when the 
Flames were the top team in the West, and it’s almost identical personnel 
up front. Some changes on defence, obviously, and some new guys 
brought in with some experience this year, but not much had changed. 

“And I knew from talking to guys that have played for Darryl what kind of 
coach he was and what he can get out of his players. Did I know we’d be 
first in the division 20-somes games in? No. But I knew that we’d have a 
competitive team and in this league, all you have to do is get into the 
dance and anybody can get hot at the right time. So far, it’s been what I 
had hoped. We’re winning games and life and hockey are a lot more 
enjoyable when you’re winning. So we just have to keep our foot on the 
gas and keep going.” 
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Fur flies as Oil Kings claim Teddy Bear Toss win over Moose Jaw 
Warriors 
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The Edmonton Oil Kings mascot, Louie the Lion, jumps into a pile of a 
teddy bears during the Oil Kings' 14th annual Teddy Bear Toss in 
Edmonton on Saturday Dec. 4, 2021. 

The fluffy stuff flew, the seats at Rogers Place were as full as the 
Western Hockey League has seen all season and the Edmonton Oil 
Kings won 7-4 on Saturday. 

But it was the first goal that all eyes were peeled for during Edmonton’s 
annual Teddy Bear Toss night. Or, the first goal by the home team, 
anyway. 

And it was scored by the player making his debut with the Oil Kings, as 
Graydon Gotaas found the back of the net with a low point shot 13:47 in. 

It was assisted by John Szabo and Jacob Boucher, but all the fuzzy fame 
Saturday belonged to Gotaas, perhaps the least likely contender for the 
goal the biggest crowd of the year was waiting for to let the fur fly. 

“It went in the net and I was, like, yes,” Gotaas said. “And then after that, 
I was like, ‘Oh, dear.’ Like, the bears are flying. It was a surreal 
experience.” 

It was just the second WHL goal for the 17-year-old native of Camrose, 
who spent last season in the Regina Hub as a rookie with the Prince 
Albert Raiders, before coming to Edmonton on Oct. 17 in a deal that sent 
Ross Stanley to Prince Albert. 
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All the teddy bears, along with proceeds from the goalie mask and jersey 
auction, will go toward 630 CHED’s Santas Anonymous. 

With the win in front of 11, 917 in the stands making up the biggest crowd 
the Oil Kings have played in front of since the beginning of the pandemic, 
they improved to 18-4-2-1 to sit atop the Central Division, while Moose 
Jaw fell to 11-12-1-1. 

DOWN EARLY 

The Oil Kings found themselves down 2-0 early on as Moose Jaw came 
into town looking to ruin the party for the second night in a row, after 
having won 4-0 in the Red Deer Rebels’ Teddy Bear Toss Night. 

The Warriors finished up a three-games-in-three-night road trip, which 
began with a  7-1 loss to the Calgary Hitmen that ended much stronger 
than it began. 

And they struck first Saturday, just 62 seconds after the opening faceoff, 
when the Warriors bounced a puck intentionally off the backboards and 
right into a crowd in front of Edmonton’s net. 

It ended up being awarded to Logan Doust, with assists going to Majid 
Kaddoura and Maximus Wanner. 

They then doubled their lead on a shot by Wanner from the point that 
was deflected by Alarie in front of Cossa to put the Warriors ahead 2-0 at 
the midway mark of the first period. 

“Obviously, we were tight at the beginning of the game, everybody’s 
thinking about ‘the goal,'” said Oil Kings head coach Brad Lauer. “The 
atmosphere was exciting for our kids to get to play in, it’s been a while. 
But I think once we scored that goal, we seemed to loosen up a bit and 
started playing the way that we talk about and doing things the right 
way.” 

HIGHLIGHT REEL 

Gotaas’s goal certainly sparked the home side, who tied it up following 
an extended break to clear the ice of stuffed animals, before Oil Kings 
captain Jake Neighbours put on a show with his best impression of 
Edmonton Oilers captain Connor McDavid, carrying the puck into Moose 
Jaw’s zone, dekeing his way through a trio of Warriors — including 
captain Daemon Hunt and assistant captain Daeton Mateychuk — before 
tucking it past Unger for a crowd-pleaser. 

Seconds later, Luypen skated in behind Moose Jaw’s net and found Luke 
Prokop in the slot for a one-timer to give Edmonton its first lead of the 
game. With an assist, Demek extended his point streak to 14 games. 

All three Edmonton goals were separated by just 2:17 to take a 3-2 lead 
into the second period. 

Alarie knotted it up with his second of the night after Cossa couldn’t 
squeeze the puck under his pad with 11:42 to go in the middle frame. 

But the Oil Kings took the lead right back less than three minutes later on 
the power play with another one-timer, this one from Demek to Josh 
Williams, while Neighbours earned his 99th career assist. It was the 14th 
straight game Edmonton scored on the power-play. 

The Warriors wouldn’t go quietly, tying it up with 5:13 left in the second, 
compliments of Jagger Furkis, only to have Edmonton’s Jacob Boucher 
swat home a rebound 28 seconds later. But it was waved off by goalie 
interference against Brendan Kuney. 

But the Oil Kings didn’t let it bother them, scoring three more goals in the 
final 3:20 of the second, beginning with Dawson Seitz redirecting a point 
shot from Simon Kubicek, with the other assist going to Cole Miller for his 
first point. 

They pushed their lead to 6-4 on a power-play goal by Demek, who 
stretched out to redirect a Williams’ shot the puck past Unger, and 
Neighbours from the side of the net for his second of the night. 

While the third period went scoreless, the Oil Kings scored 15 goals over 
the previous five periods over the past two nights, including an 8-2 win 
over the visiting Medicine Hat Tigers. 
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Draisaitl's welcome-to-the-NHL moment was against Los Angeles Kings 

 

Jim Matheson  •  Edmonton Journal 

Publishing date:Dec 04, 2021  

 

Seattle Kraken right wing Joonas Donskoi (72) and Edmonton Oilers left 
wing Zach Hyman (18) battle for the puck in front of Seattle Kraken left 
wing Jared McCann (16), left, Edmonton Oilers goalkeeper Stuart 
Skinner (74), center Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93) and defenceman Kris 
Russell (6) at Climate Pledge Arena on Dec. 3, 2021. 

Tony Brar, the Edmonton Oilers reporter and digital content producer, 
has been asking players for their ‘welcome to the NHL moment’ the last 
while, and he got a topical and revealing answer from Leon Draisaitl on 
Saturday. 

“It was my third NHL game and I wasn’t ready to contribute yet. We were 
playing in L.A. and the Kings had just come off the Cup. They were a big, 
heavy, really good hockey team. I remember sitting on the bench and 
thinking, ‘I can’t play in this league, those guys are too good, they’re so 
strong, they didn’t let you touch the puck,’’’ said Draisaitl. 

Not on Oct. 14, 2014, he couldn’t. Not in that 6-1 drubbing, when Draisaitl 
was 18 years old, playing 14:22 and he was minus-3 on the night. It was 
also Darnell Nurse’s first NHL game. Matt Hendricks got the only Oilers 
goal with 21 seconds left on Jonathan Quick. 

But that was then. Draisaitl is 26 now and leads the NHL with 43 points in 
22 games, has one league scoring title already, a 50-goal season and a 
Hart trophy. So, things are way different today. 

Still with the Kings here Sunday night, with Anze Kopitar, Drew Doughty, 
Dustin Brown and Quick the only players remaining from those glory 
days for L.A., the sobering welcome-to-the-NHL recollection was fairly 
easily plucked from Draisaitl’s memory bank.  

The Kings are nowhere near as good as they were seven years ago, 
when they had 95 points, and the Oilers, with Dallas Eakins, then Craig 
MacTavish, then Todd Nelson as coaches, finished with 62. Today, it’s 
flipped. The Oilers are 16-6, the Kings 9-9-4 in the Pacific Division with 
Sunday’s game next on the playbill. 

The Oilers are coming off a 4-3 loss in Seattle — their first setback to a 
Pacific team this season — with Draisaitl getting his 21st goal and barely 
missing on a one-timer to tie it on a six-on-four in the last minute or so. 

The Kings are coming off a 3-2 home loss to their 2014 Cup-winning 
coach Darryl Sutter’s Calgary Flames on Thursday with Kings bench 
boss Todd McLellan, the Oilers coach for 266 games, now making his 
first trip back here in two calendar years. 

The storylines? The Oilers haven’t lost two in a row, all season. They are 
9-1 at home. Only Florida, 14-1, has dropped just one game, with the 
blemish against Philadelphia Flyers, a 5-3 loss, Oct. 27. 

The Oilers are 5-0 this season after losses to the Flyers here and Detroit, 
Buffalo, Winnipeg and Dallas on the road. 
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“The players talk about that all the time. We want to be a consistent team 
and if we lose we want to bounce right back. That’s the message they 
send each other in the room,” said Oilers coach Dave Tippett. 

And being almost unbeatable at home? 

“You want teams to come in and look at our home record and go, ‘Wow, 
this team plays well at home.’ And so far we’ve done that. We’re looking 
to keep it at one loss,” said Draisaitl, who looked no worse for the wear 
after taking a healthy cross-check in the side of the face area from former 
teammate Adam Larsson late in the loss Friday in Seattle, which earned 
the Oilers a power play. 

“Larss and I are really good friends, so I know he didn’t mean to do that. 
He apologized a few times,” said Draisaitl. “Really not a big deal, an 
unlucky situation for him and for me. He’s not that type of player, not that 
type of guy.” 

This ‘n’ that: Darnell Nurse took part in the full practice Saturday but was 
rotating in and out with defence partners and is still a question mark to 
play after being out two and half weeks with a broken finger. He’s missed 
six games, with the Oilers going 4-2 in his absence … Zack Kassian, who 
had a rough night in Seattle, was on a line with Ryan McLeod and Tyler 
Benson at practice, with Colton Sceviour on right-wing with Derek Ryan 
and Warren Foegele. “A week or 10 days ago, Kass was a factor in the 
games, last night not so much. When he’s engaged in the game, he can 
be a really effective player,” said Tippett … With Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
getting his 500th point in Seattle, he joins a select club. Only 10 Oilers 
have ever hit 500 or more. “He’s such an underrated player. Great career 
and he’s young (28). His best years are still to come, which is kind of 
scary,” said Draisaitl, who is No. 9 at 549. Connor McDavid is seventh at 
616 … Devin Shore (lower body), out since Nov. 5 against the New York 
Rangers on Kevin Lowe’s jersey-retirement night, also skated on a fifth 
line Saturday but likely needs a couple more practices … Ex-Oiler 
Andreas Athanasiou is skating but the Kings winger isn’t out of COVID 
protocol yet, so is iffy to play Sunday … Oilers first pick Xavier Bourgault, 
in the hunt for a Canadian world junior spot, now leads the Quebec Major 
Junior League with 21 goals in 23 games … Mikko Koskinen (12-2) was 
in the Oilers net Saturday, so he’s their guy against the Kings … Kings 
defenceman Kale Clague, who grew up in Lloydminster, was claimed off 
waivers by Montreal. 
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OILERS NOTES: Kids are alright in loss against Seattle Kraken 

 

Derek Van Diest 

Publishing date:Dec 04, 2021 

 

SEATTLE — The Edmonton Oilers were once again green on the blue 
line when facing the Seattle Kraken on Friday in their first ever visit to the 
Climate Pledge Arena. 

With four regulars out of the lineup, the Oilers, for the second 
consecutive game, turned to Evan Bouchard, Markus Niemelainen, Philip 
Broberg and William Lagesson, who combined have 82 games of NHL 
experience. 

They weren’t the issue in the 4-3 loss, with Bouchard finishing at plus-2 
with a goal and assist, Lagesson finishing at plus-1, while Niemelainen 
and Broberg were both minus-1. Niemelainen also registered seven hits 
and three blocked shots in his 13:39 of ice time. 

“I thought they were good (Friday), I didn’t think that was an issue at all,” 
said Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie, who finished minus-3. “I think it 
was a lot of other parts of our game. They got some goals in the second 
and we couldn’t pull it off in the third, we had some chances, but you 
don’t want to be chasing the game. 

“I think just the way the game went a little bit, there were just some 
mistakes in our end, whether it was missing a guy or turning the puck 
over and it ends up in the back of your net. I think that’s on all of us. I 
thought the young guys played well.” 

The Oilers are hoping Cody Ceci can come off COVID-19 protocol this 
week as the Oilers prepare to host four opponents in a week, starting 
with the Los Angeles Kings on Sunday. Darnell Nurse is healing from a 
broken finger and took part in practice Sunday. Duncan Keith (upper 
body) and Slater Koekkoek (lower body) are still on the mend. 

“I thought they did a great job,” said Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins. “Obviously, this team (Kraken) puts a lot of pressure on them 
and as forwards you try to help them out as much as you can by holding 
them up and giving them quick outs, but I thought for the most part, they 
did a good job of handling their hard forecheck.” 

FALLING SHORT 

The Oilers have been so used to battling back this season there was 
bound to be a game this year where third-period heroics would fall short. 

Despite cutting the lead to 4-3 with over eight minutes to go and then 
getting a late power play, which turned into a two-man advantage with 
goaltender Stuart Skinner pulled for an extra attacker. The Oilers knew 
what they were going to get from the expansion Kraken and didn’t match 
their intensity level until the third period. 

“They’ve established an identity, they’re a hard-working team and they’re 
not going to take many chances and play you tight and play you hard,” 
Barrie said. “I think that’s what they did, and capitalized on the chances 
they had.” 

The Oilers out-shot the Kraken 14-10 in the third period with Leon 
Draisaitl and Connor McDavid reunited on the top line. 

“I think anytime you’re chasing, you’re going to get a little more active 
and you’re pushing the play a little bit more,” Barrie said. “There was 
definitely some of that. I think they started the game and they took it to us 
early and took a while for us to adjust and we have to do better than 
that.” 

Built on the site of the former KeyArena in the shadow of the Seattle 
Space Needle, the Climate Pledge Arena is a state-of-the-art facility, 
which packs in over 17,000 fans. There is very little wasted space in the 
arena and can get extremely loud. 

“We expect that especially coming in here for the first time,” Nugent-
Hopkins said. “We saw it first hand, it’s a loud building, they get a lot of 
energy from their fans and the built off that. I thought we did a pretty 
good job of weathering the storm a little bit, but overall, it was tough not 
to get that last one.” 

MILESTONE ASSIST 

Nugent-Hopkins had two assists in the loss, which give him 500 points 
for his NHL career. Nugent-Hopkins has 187 goals and 313 assists in 
678 games for the Oilers. 

“I’m lucky to have played with some great players and been part of the 
Oilers the whole time,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “I’m happy to do it with 
these guys.” 
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Lowetide: Evan Bouchard’s first full NHL season a learning experience 

 

By Allan Mitchell 

Dec 4, 2021  

  

Evan Bouchard is a unique young defenceman. His outlet passes to 
forwards are perfectly placed on the fly, and the receiver rarely has to 
break stride. It’s a difficult but effective play, and early in his NHL career, 
it’s clear the young defender is going to compile a large number of 
assists from his brilliant passes. 

Bouchard ranks No. 45 among qualifying NHL defenders in five-on-five 
assists per 60 (.98), according to Natural Stat Trick. That number is likely 
to increase when he plays more consistent minutes with the Oilers’ top 
four and spends more time with the Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
lines. 

When Bouchard has the puck on his stick, even 200 feet from the 
opposition’s net, good things can happen for the Oilers. 

Bouchard’s deployment five-on-five 

It’s a waste to run Bouchard with the bottom line as currently constructed 
by coach Dave Tippett. A quick check on Bouchard’s productivity with 
each centre this season proves the point: 

The numbers with McDavid and Draisaitl, in any combination, are 
fantastic. In the Oilers’ game Friday in Seattle against the Kraken, 
Bouchard scored a goal (which was assisted by Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
and Jesse Puljujarvi) and added an assist (on a McDavid goal with 
Draisaitl also assisting) on an evening when good things were happening 
with him on the ice. 

As the season continues and Bouchard’s excellence becomes more 
obvious, expect the Oilers coaching staff to play Bouchard close to full 
time on the top pairing. His main competition for the feature role on right 
defence is Tyson Barrie. Here are Barrie’s numbers in the same game 
states (five-on-five, with specific centres) as above: 

In combined time with McDavid and Draisaitl this season, Bouchard’s 
goal differential is a plus-9 (14-5). Barrie is 14-12 in the same situations. 

That’s a trend, and as the minutes pile up (experts say 200 minutes is the 
point at which we can trust these numbers), the gap in favor of Bouchard 
becomes more pronounced. 

We’re certain that Darnell Nurse will occupy a spot on the top pairing, but 
it’s worth looking at the righty defencemen and how they perform with 
him. Barrie was the feature player, he spent more than 730 five-on-five 
minutes with Nurse on the top pairing in 2020-21. Nurse-Bouchard spent 
fewer than 24 minutes together in 2020-21. 

This season, times are changing. Here are Bouchard’s and Barrie’s five-
on-five numbers with Nurse. 

Bouchard’s presence on the roster, and his scoring success, have 
changed minds among the coaching staff, and the results are clear. What 
needs to happen for Bouchard to gain all of the five-on-five minutes on 
the top pair? 

Single events are important 

It’s possible to have good numbers and get noticed for mistakes — single 
moments and events can carry a lot of importance. 

Young defencemen often pay a heavy price when mistakes happen; 
coaches will accept more errors from veterans because there is more 
familiarity and trust. For Bouchard, it’s important to move from where he 
is now, a brilliant young defender, to where he needs to be with Tippett. 

The danger is that trust never comes. Oilers fans saw the result of that 
scenario last summer, when young defencemen Ethan Bear and Caleb 
Jones were traded for more veteran help. 

Bouchard is in no imminent danger of being dealt, but Barrie’s minutes 
with Nurse suggest the coaching staff isn’t completely convinced that 
Bouchard is able to handle the feature role on the top pair. 

There are examples of costly mistakes by Bouchard in big-game 
moments. During the recent game between Edmonton and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Bouchard made two dangerous passes that were intercepted 
and had a moment of indecision at the side of Edmonton’s net that 
required goaltender Mikko Koskinen to secure the puck and freeze it. 

Coaches normally hand out punishments for those mistakes, especially 
from young players. It’s a matter of trust. 

The defence 

Bouchard has improved his defensive play season over season. The 
Oilers talk in vague terms about the metrics the coaching staff values, but 
a quick check of his shots-against and goals-against numbers tells us 
Bouchard is heading in a good direction. His five-on-five shot (52.8 
percent) and goal (54.8 percent) differentials are quality, and Bouchard’s 
suppression numbers are excellent compared with the other Oilers’ 
regular defencemen. 

The numbers posted by Bouchard have to be encouraging, as his 
defense was the main reason he wasn’t promoted sooner to the NHL. His 
skating is strong, his net-front coverage and ability to win pucks along the 
wall are also trending well. Bouchard’s recognition of a potential scoring 
chance for opposing teams isn’t at a veteran’s level, but he’s improving, 
and it’s less of an issue than at the beginning of the season. 

What does it all mean? 

The offence was never in doubt, and even last season (in part-time use), 
his possession numbers were reasonable compared with his fellow 
Edmonton defencemen. 

This season, Bouchard is pushing for more time in a feature role at five-
on-five and will eventually force his way into a similar spot on the power 
play. In something of a surprise, he has also been a strong penalty-killing 
option for Edmonton; Bouchard’s 4.4 goals-against per 60 ranks 24th 
among NHL defencemen with 30 or more minutes in the scenario. 

No matter the metric being used by the coaching staff, Bouchard’s 
performance this season is trending in a strong way across the board. 

When the Oilers drafted Bouchard, it was known he was going to bring 
enough offence to play in the NHL. But many wondered where he would 
end up on the depth chart. The organization has been patient, too patient 
in bringing him along, but the results this season across 200 feet are 
strong enough to suggest he can play successfully at the top of the depth 
chart. 

What that tells us about Barrie’s future with the Oilers is the next 
conversation. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jersey tossed on the ice is sign of the times for troubled 
Canucks 
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VANCOUVER -- If the Vancouver Canucks jersey that landed on the ice 
in protest late Saturday night came attached with a note, hopefully the 
fan who disavowed their team would have explained: “It’s not you, Bo, it’s 
everyone.” 

The jersey had captain Bo Horvat’s name on it, and it was scooped up 
from the ice at Rogers Arena quickly and respectfully by Pittsburgh 
Penguins defenceman Brian Dumoulin, who returned it over the glass 
where it was claimed by a fan still willing to wear Canuck colours. 

There are still plenty of those. But many who kept their shirts on still 
booed the home team towards the end of 4-1 loss to the Penguins, who 
outshot Vancouver 44-23 and extinguished what little momentum the 
Canucks generated this week by finishing a road trip with wins in 
Montreal and Ottawa against teams that are even worse than they are. 

The trend of fans throwing away their jerseys is horrifying to every 
National Hockey League team, and was evidence Saturday that the 
unrest in Canucks Nation spills beyond just general manager Jim 
Benning and owner Francesco Aquilini. 

Remaining Time -1:00 

Canucks realize they need to be better in front of home fans 

“Not a good one, obviously,” Canucks winger Tyler Motte said when 
asked about the feeling of being jeered at home. “(But) the only way to 
get past this is to get through it. We've . . . got to continue to look 
ourselves in the mirror and find a way to be better because we owe it to 
more people than just ourselves.” 

Later, he added: “We heard the frustration from the fans tonight. And 
again, we look ourselves a mirror and find a way, because we do owe it 
to more people than just ourselves to put a better product together.” 

Horvat, fed to the media more than any other player to explain the 
Canucks’ spectacular shortcomings this season, said simply: “Fans want 
wins, and we're not giving it to them.” 

As a consequence, a significant number of fans with tickets, those who 
devote their time and actual money to the Canucks, again chanted “Fire 
Benning!” during the third period. 

Twenty-five games into the season -- nearly one-third of the way through 
a schedule that was supposed to take them through a playoff race -- the 
Canucks are 8-15-2. 

They used a new application of an old method for losing to tumble for the 
second time in 11 days to a far-superior Penguins team. 

The Canucks’ league-worst penalty killing failed them again, but this time 
it never really had a chance when Motte, Tyler Myers and Tucker 
Poolman took penalties -- perhaps unwarranted, definitely unwise and 
unlucky -- in a span of less than two minutes late in the second period. 

On consecutive five-on-three advantages, Penguin sniper Jake Guentzel 
rocketed in shots 70 seconds apart off Canucks defencemen Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson and Luke Schenn, who had the misfortune to be on the 
ice instead of the penalty box. 

Guentzel, whose hat trick began with another friendly ricochet at 2:19 of 
the second period, turned a 1-1 game into a two-goal Penguins lead that 
the Canucks never looked capable of threatening. 

“At the end of the day, it's cost us a lot of games and it's been a 
difference in a lot of hockey games,” Horvat said of a PK which has been 
DOA in at least half of Vancouver’s games. “And it was a difference 
again there tonight. 

“We were still right in it after it was 3-1 and we should have came harder 
out there in the third. But it's tough when you run into penalty trouble like 
that. It is deflating when you're playing catchup against a team like that.” 

The penalty problems began earlier in the middle period when J.T. Miller 
managed to take two tripping penalties in fairly harmless situations in just 

over three minutes. Even more remarkable, the Canucks killed off both 
disadvantages. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Canucks game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

But the numerical disparity in players reached a critical mass – two – 
after Myers, without a stick, reverted to primal instincts and simply picked 
up the puck to try to throw it out of the zone at 16:14 with the Canucks 
under siege following a needless icing by struggling sophomore Nils 
Hoglander. 

The contentious call, and first five-on-three, came 31 seconds later when 
Motte was whistled for a cross-check in the Pittsburgh end on Kris 
Letang, who appeared to launch himself towards the glass at first 
contact. 

And just 20 seconds after that, the hapless Poolman desperately swatted 
a backhand to clear a puck which, on edge, soared beyond earth’s 
gravitational pull like a NASA space launch. Delay of game. 

Guentzel, who has only 12 goals in 10 career games against the 
Canucks, scored at 17:13 and 18:23. 

    Canucks 64.6% penalty kill is the worst in NHL history through 25 
games of a season 

    (h/t @StatsBySTATS) 

    — Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) December 5, 2021 

“When you're already down a guy and it's 200 feet (from your net) with no 
clear scoring opportunity, I don't think anyone ever really agrees with (the 
penalty) they take,” Motte said. “But when the player comes up to you 
after and tells you he's losing an edge on the way down, it's tough. But, 
obviously, we took too many again tonight. It shifted the game a lot.” 

And yet, but for another post clanged by struggling Canuck Elias 
Pettersson about two minutes before the penalty parade, Vancouver 
might have led 2-1 in the game despite being outskated and outchanced. 

But that’s losing for you. And winning. Each endeavour creates its own 
inertia, and the science of the this was exemplified Saturday by both 
teams. 

“It feels like a bit of a roller-coaster, for sure,” Motte said. “You feel fairly 
confident winning the last two. But again, every day's a new day. 
Especially in the position we've put ourselves in, we've got to be able to 
come in and find a way to win hockey games, and whether it's 1-0 or 6-5. 
. . it's comes down to winning hockey games. That's the bottom line.” 

The Canucks’ six-game homestand continues Monday against the Los 
Angeles Kings. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs takeaways: Spezza, Campbell help salvage 
point vs. Wild 
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It was a battle of streaks Saturday night at the Xcel Energy Center. 
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The Toronto Maple Leafs came to town to put their dominant five-game 
win streak on the line against the Minnesota Wild, who also entered on a 
five-game win run. In the end, it was the Wild stretching to a sixth W, 
besting the Maple Leafs 4-3 via shootout after a hard-fought tilt. 

But on a night that saw Sheldon Keefe’s squad under pressure early, and 
down 3-0 halfway through the evening, leaving town with one point is far 
from the worst-case scenario. 

As the Maple Leafs head to Winnipeg for the second half of a back-to-
back on Sunday night, here’s a look at what went down on Saturday: 

More from Sportsnet 

Wild snap Maple Leafs' five-game win streak with shootout triumph 

One glance at the Maple Leafs’ roster, and there’s no question who the 
big dogs are. The club’s top four up front rank as such in team scoring, 
and have each done what’s been expected of them so far this season. 
The question that’ll define Toronto’s quest to become a bona fide 
contender is how everyone below them on the depth chart performs. 

That was put to the test more directly than the Leafs would’ve liked on 
Saturday with winger Mitch Marner out of the lineup after colliding with 
teammate Jake Muzzin in practice Friday, a loss that prompted Keefe to 
throw his 5-on-5 lines and power-play units in the blender. 

When it all shook out, it was Jason Spezza who emerged as the one to 
step up in No. 16’s absence, the veteran factoring in on all three of his 
team’s goals as the Leafs constructed their comeback bid late in the 
second period. 

While the first of those was a gift from as fortuitous a bounce as Spezza’s 
had in his near-two-decade career, his latter two points came off 
exceptional plays on the man-advantage, with the veteran filling in for 
Marner on the top unit. First, a one-timer wired home from the slot, and 
second, a laser of a pass whipped through traffic to an open Auston 
Matthews, who deflected it home. 

It was more than just Spezza stepping up on a night when his team 
needed him to, though. Beyond that, there’s a sense of consistency 
throughout the club’s offensive group that’s given Keefe some newfound 
versatility and flexibility. That took shape Saturday in the ever-changing 
cast of wingers who appeared on Matthews' left and right, with Keefe 
throwing out different combos to match each situation. 

With Marner not able to suit up in his usual top-line spot, it was Wayne 
Simmonds who got the first assignment with Matthews and Michael 
Bunting. But No. 34 also hopped over the boards with Bunting and 
Spezza at times, or with Simmonds and Nick Ritchie, with Bunting and 
William Nylander, along with some all-star shifts with Nylander and John 
Tavares. 

Looking down the line to the games that will truly matter, when injuries 
and slumps and stiff defensive schemes will throw wrenches into the best 
of offensive plans, that flexibility is invaluable. 

“He’s obviously not a guy that you can just replace, but we have a lot of 
belief in our group,” Matthews said post-game of Marner’s absence. “No 
matter who I’m playing with, I have confidence in every single guy out 
there. Obviously tonight, you know, a lot of mixing and matching, and 
that’s fine with me. We just go out there and compete no matter who’s on 
the ice.” 

Comfortable with a comeback 

There’s been plenty of talk already of this Maple Leafs team being 
different. Of them learning from past ills and finding a new level this 
season. We won’t know whether that’s true until the post-season rolls 
around, but two months into the 2021-22 campaign, there is one bit of 
identity emerging. 

Piling up goals and outscoring the opposition is one thing. We know they 
have that in their arsenal. It's the close games, the nail-biters, that seem 
different this time around. The club's seven wins by one goal this season 

are among the most in the league. And on Saturday, they proved once 
again that even if they don't leave with a W, even if things get much dicier 
than expected, they won't crumble. 

We saw that even more in the early goings of the season. Before the 
team launched into its stretch of dominant wins, there was a two-and-a-
half-week stretch that saw the Maple Leafs, on three different occasions, 
battle back from a deficit in the latter half of a third period before tipping 
the scales in overtime. 

They haven’t had to dig as deep since mid-November, given the win 
streak they’ve been on. But here, tested for the first time since then by a 
Wild club that currently ranks among the league’s best, and who put up a 
three-spot on the Leafs early, Toronto again managed to claw its way 
back to level ground and leave with at least a point. 

“It’s a big point for us,” Keefe said after the game. “I love that our guys 
didn’t go away at 3-0, instead just dug in and wanted to make a game of 
it. … The way things are going for our team, you get down like that, 
we’ve got to play tomorrow night, it’s an easy one for the guys to just say, 
‘Look, we’ll get ready for Winnipeg,’ you know? But we didn’t do that. We 
fought hard.” 

Campbell keeps it alive 

It might’ve been Spezza guiding the Maple Leafs back from 0-3 to level 
ground, but once they were there, it was Jack Campbell who got them 
their point in the standings. 

As he has been so often this season, the former King stood tall for the 
Maple Leafs precisely when they needed him to. Like his coach said, it 
would’ve been easy to fold, especially for Campbell, who was undone by 
not one, not two, but three absurd bouts of bad luck on Minnesota’s trio 
of early goals. 

First, a Matt Dumba point shot that clanged off the post and happened to 
float out right to an open Jordan Greenway. Then, a Mats Zuccarello shot 
that deflected in off Campbell’s own defenceman’s skate. And finally, a 
truly wild sequence that saw a clearing attempt deflected, intercepted 
and then bounced off a Maple Leaf, off the official and onto the stick of a 
waiting Marcus Foligno, who put it home. 

It was a wacky one. But once his mates got it back to 3-3, there was 
Campbell weathering an early storm from the Wild in the third, turning 
away chance after chance from Kirill Kaprizov and Ryan Hartman on a 
lengthy 5-on-3 power play that should’ve tipped things back in 
Minnesota’s favour, and coming up with a bevy of others to close out 
regulation and get Toronto to the extra frame. 

Nights like these show just how valuable Campbell’s poise is to this 
group. With the firepower Toronto has up front, the Leafs don’t 
necessarily need a netminder who can steal game after game, who 
stifles opponents every night. It would be nice to have, sure. But what 
Toronto must have, at the very least, is someone who can give them 
every chance to flex that offensive muscle when it’s needed most. 

In a 3-3 game against one of the best offensive clubs in the league, 
Campbell did just that, keeping it level, keeping his team in it, giving them 
every chance to try and find a fourth goal late in the third. Ultimately, they 
couldn't find that fourth, but if not for their netminder standing on his head 
late, that comeback bid would've been erased by a late flurry from the 
Wild, that one point replaced with a goose egg. 

“I think there’s a lot of good that we can obviously take from it, being 
down by three and just the resiliency of this group to continue to play and 
battle back,” Matthews said of the club’s mentality Saturday night. “I 
mean, it would’ve been easy to just pack it in and just hope for the best, 
or live to fight another day. But we just continued to work and compete 
and got some big goals, and obviously got the point. 

“Obviously we’re still leaving the rink a little sour. But I think all in all we 
can be proud of the effort that we had to battle back.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tkachuk doing it all for Flames while keeping emotions in 
check 

 

Eric Francis  

December 4, 2021, 6:24 PM 

 

LAS VEGAS — It’s hard to say whether it was Matthew Tkachuk’s first or 
second punch to Drew Doughty’s face that drew the two-minute sit-down. 

But it’s safe to say both drew the ire of Darryl Sutter. 

While no coach is ever happy going short-handed, several of Sutter’s 
predecessors in Calgary understood Tkachuk’s post-whistle antics were 
simply part of the deal. 

Tkachuk’s is a sublimely skilled package, rounded out with an emotional 
buy-in that has long been able to drag him and his teammates into the 
proverbial fight. 

A leader in every way. 

However, Flames observers have seen a change in Tkachuk this year — 
not just in his productivity and engagement, but in his toned-down 
approach to extra-curriculars. 

While he’ll never shy away from a net-front scrum, he’s kept a lid on 
elevating things, which is something Sutter addressed. 

He wants it kept in check. 

Flames on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Flames game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“There’s not much to get done after the whistle,” shrugged the coach. 

“I don’t want our players going to the penalty box after the whistle unless 
somebody else got drilled or they fell on our goalie or something like that. 

“It doesn’t serve any purpose.” 

The message wasn’t delivered just to Tkachuk. 

“No, we talked to our team about it,” said Sutter. 

“It’s not about individuals, very simple.” 

A perfect example of Tkachuk’s more measured approach this season 
came late in Friday’s shootout win in Anaheim when Trevor Zegras 
dropped the unsuspecting Flame with a significant cross-check. 

Once on his feet, Tkachuk engaged in the ensuing exchange of ideas, 
but maintained his cool as the lads discussed things. 

Restraint. 

He’s shown plenty of it. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

And while many believed his emotional investment in needling the 
opposition was often tied to better play, he’s proving he can produce 
while limiting controversy and carnage. 

Tkachuk is still accruing penalty minutes at a rate of one per game — his 
career average. 

But by focusing more on the game itself, the rest of his stats have 
flourished, putting him on a pace to eclipse 40 goals. 

His career high is 34, which seems imminently beatable given the 
chemistry on his line with Elias Lindholm and Johnny Gaudreau, the 
league’s most prolific trio at 5-on-5. 

Tkachuk hinted during training camp that perhaps he’d tone things down 
when he suggested he didn’t get paid for what he did after whistles. 

Other than that, he’s long been reluctant to dish on the subject. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“I think he matured a lot over the summer, came in with the right attitude 
and ready to kind of change and get things moving in the right direction 
as far as how he plays day-in and day-out how he works day-in and day-
out, and changing the culture and what it needed to be in order for us to 
be a good team again,” said Milan Lucic. 

“I think he’s really stepped up and done that. I think that’s why he’s been 
the player he has been so far this year. 

“He needs to keep growing and keep getting better as far as that goes, 
and we’re going to get the Matthew Tkachuk that we all want to see.” 

That player has fit in as every bit the playmaking wizard on a line that 
didn’t allow a single goal against until Game No. 20. 

No line has played more minutes together in the NHL, buying into 
Sutter’s 200-foot demands while scoring at a clip that has all three in the 
NHL’s top 40. 

Tkachuk is the complete package, which is why he’ll be qualified at $9 
million next season in his final year as an RFA. 

“It’s more than goals,” said Sutter when asked about Tkachuk’s game-
winner Thursday in Los Angeles, where he and Doughty only shared one 
significant slice of open animosity. 

Remaining Time -5:36 

NHL Highlights: Flames 3, Kings 2 

“It’s got to be more than goals. If it’s just about goals and assists, then 
our team is not going to get better. 

“He’s playing a more complete game and manages his game better. 
That’s the difference.” 

Just two points away from being just the second player from the 2016 
draft to reach 300 points (behind his pal Auston Matthews), Tkachuk has 
11 goals, nine helpers and sits amongst league leaders at plus-13. 

While he may not be quite as pesky as he once was, his skill and ability 
to agitate has him leading all NHLers over the last six seasons by 
drawing 196 penalties. 

Only Tom Wils,on and Connor McDavid are close. 

With his numbers and engagement down last season following a highly-
publicized post-game meltdown involving a Jake Muzzin puck flip, he 
needed a bounce-back season. 

So far so good. 
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Upset at his dwindling ice time last season, his minutes are up and he’s a 
fixture on the top line this season, thriving while adjusting to playing his 
off-wing on the right side. 

Asked what he was proudest of about his game this season, the 23-year-
old shrugged. 

“Nothing,” said Tkachuk. 

“I want to come in here and be a part of a winning team — a 
championship team — and just play good hockey and give myself a 
chance to play in the playoffs again. 

“I think that’s what everybody in that locker-room wants.” 

A decidedly business-like approach for a savvy businessman and NHL 
pro. 

He, like everyone in Flames silks, has bought in, which goes a long way 
towards explaining how his club landed in a tie atop the NHL standings 
with a win Friday in which he punctuated the shootout with a one-
handed, Peter Forsberg-like-deke his teammates and coaches said 
they’d never seen him try before. 

Remaining Time -0:47 

Tkachuk tucks in cheeky backhander to seal shootout win for Flames 

“Blackout move,” he laughed with Sportsnet’s Ryan Leslie after the 
game, when asked what the move was called. 

“I don’t really remember too much from it. Guys are all over me, they’ve 
never seen that out of me. I’ve never seen that from myself. I guess I 
blacked out there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets’ Scheifele, Ehlers quiet sky-is-falling narrative with 
epic offensive outburst 

 

Staff 

 

WINNIPEG — Mark Scheifele and Nikolaj Ehlers found themselves in a 
serious offensive funk, that much was clear. 

They’d been used together, then split back up onto separate lines as the 
Winnipeg Jets continued a search for something that might provide a 
spark. 

But at a time where goals had suddenly become extremely hard to come 
by — nine in total during the previous seven games, for those of you 
scoring at home — it was Scheifele and Ehlers who ignited an offensive 
outburst of epic proportions in a wild game that became an 8-4 victory 
over the New Jersey Devils on Friday night. 

For a Jets team that had dropped six of the past seven games and had 
gone from a Central Division leader to below the playoff line in a matter 
of weeks, this goal-scoring explosion was a welcome sign. 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Scheifele, who had been limited to just one assist over his previous five 
games and had only two goals in 16 games for the season, recorded his 

fourth career hat trick and chipped in an assist to pace the offensive 
attack. 

Earlier in the day, Scheifele had been grilled about his slump and he 
calmly said it was just part of the game. 

It was something he’d gone through before and he knew if he kept 
working at his game and doing the right things, his fortunes would 
eventually turn around. 

That power of positive thinking and internal belief brought a variety pack 
of goals which was something to behold — with each of them 
showcasing a different skill. 

The first was all about his soft hands in tight, as Scheifele took a pass 
from Neal Pionk in the slot and made a move that was filled with finesse, 
a quick strike deke that was buried on the backhand to open the scoring. 

The second goal was all about explosiveness, as Scheifele picked up the 
puck in his own zone late in the second period. 

Sensing that time was about to expire, Scheifele saw an opportunity to 
catch his opponents off guard and his ability to accelerate through the 
neutral zone forced Devils defenceman Jonas Siegenthaler on his heels. 

Instead of rushing to get his shot off, Scheifele’s slight cut to the middle 
created a lane and he rifled a quick wrister off through the skates of 
Sigenthaler that caught Jonathan Bernier by surprise with just 5.9 
seconds to go. 

The power-play marker helped improve the Jets' 2-for-36 run with the 
man-advantage and also chased Bernier — who allowed six goals on 32 
shots before giving way to Mackenzie Blackwood to start the third period. 

Scheifele wasn’t done there, providing an exclamation point just prior to 
the midway point of the third period, taking a perfect pass from Blake 
Wheeler (who finished with three assists as he gets set to play in his 
1,000th NHL game on Sunday) for a one-timer after Kyle Connor 
executed a smart zone entry with speed to get the play started. 

Remaining Time -1:10 

Jets feeling comfortable with new-look pp in hopes of finding offence 

Scheifele wasn’t the only one providing highlight-reel moments in this 
game. 

Ehlers was back doing what he does best, showing off his explosive 
speed and shot on a line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Andrew Copp. 

Ehlers and Dubois were frequent linemates last season, but the 
chemistry wasn’t immediately evident, though the circumstances are also 
vastly different this time around. 

Dubois found Ehlers for a pair of goals on Friday, including a one-timer 
that basically came from behind him. 

Ehlers casually described the play, noting he’d been working on 
something similar during the morning skate with Connor. 

“I mean, I know where the net is but I didn't look at the net once, just 
trying to surprise the goalie and I did and obviously very happy about it,” 
said Ehlers. 

That’s when Scheifele interrupted to ensure those in the press room and 
those listening at home understood the degree of difficulty of the play in 
question. 

“He's being modest, it was a very skilled play,” said Scheifele, whose 
appreciation of the play was evident in the tone of his voice. “It's like 
(looking) over the shoulder catching a football, you've got to time it 
perfectly. It was pretty sweet.” 

Much like Scheifele, Ehlers needed this kind of a performance. 

He’d gone five games without recording a single point and many of his 
scoring chances were coming from the perimeter. 
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Although he’s one of the players who can score from distance, Ehlers 
needed to get back to playing a speed game and work at getting to the 
harder areas on the interior. 

That’s precisely what he did in this game. 

“That's an involved Nikolaj Ehlers. He's in the game,” said Jets head 
coach Paul Maurice. “He's on the inside of the game, not fading out for 
that, not pulling up, not trying to do something high on that entry. So 
confidence is everything. And if you go as a line and you score two goals, 
then you feel good and you're excited about the next night.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

With three days between games — and coming off a disappointing 1-0 
loss to the Arizona Coyotes — the Jets spent ample time in the film room 
looking at ways to generate more dangerous offensive chances. 

To see that work translate into eight goals was an encouraging sign, but 
it was merely a step — not a celebration of fully putting the offensive 
challenges in the past. 

The Devils had some issues with puck management and defensive-zone 
coverage, but they also made life miserable on the Jets for a stretch, 
especially when they turned a 3-0 deficit after 7:39 of the game into a 4-3 
lead before the second period was 80 seconds old. 

“It should have never gotten to that. I think after the 3-0 (goal), we 
stopped playing and gave them time and space to make their plays,” said 
Ehlers. “They are a young and skilled team and they’re going to make 
those plays. That’s something that we got to, as a team, look at and not 
let happen again.” 

Just when it looked like the roof might cave in on the Jets, they found a 
way to settle things back down. 

By the time the final buzzer had sounded, it was the Jets that scored the 
final five goals of the game to improve to 11-8-4 on the season. 

Instead of dealing with a sky-is-falling narrative that was seemingly 
building toward a crescendo, the Jets instead quieted some of the 
outside noise and generated some good feelings heading into Sunday’s 
marquee matchup against the red-hot Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Sure, there were some self-inflicted wounds to clean up, but this was an 
important step forward. 

With only two wins over the past eight games, nobody is doing 
cartwheels or jumping for joy. 

But when frustration is mounting and a team is searching for answers, 
any win is a welcome one — especially when two offensive drivers who 
had been a little too quiet of late were out there leading the charge. 
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