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Maple Leafs? Wild? Rangers? This week’s top five is impossible and I quit. Plus, the Canucks 
finally blow it up 

By Sean McIndoe 

Last week, I wrote about how difficult it was to do a top five 
when there were at least 10 worthy teams, if not more. I 
complained that “Often, the gap between fifth and sixth is a 
small one, if it’s even there at all. Sometimes, there isn’t 
much gap between third or fourth and ninth or tenth.” 

The hockey gods apparently read that and said: OK, let’s 
really screw with this guy. 

Last week’s mild confusion feels like the good old days now, 
because I have absolutely no idea what to do with this 
week’s top five. Honestly, it feels like all the teams got 
together and decided to make life difficult for the rankings 
people. Let’s do a quick summary: 

 In the Pacific, the Oilers have been in my top five 
for a month, but regulation losses to the Kraken and 
Kings opened the door for the Flames to pass them 
in the standings as well as in Dom’s projections, 
while the maybe-better-on-paper Golden Knights 
continued to spin their wheels. So now it’s Calgary’s 
division. But then the Flames lost in regulation to 
Vegas last night, so maybe not. 

 The Avalanche finally reached something 
approaching full power by getting Nathan 
MacKinnon back, setting them up to justify my 
ongoing faith that they’re among the best teams in 
the league despite what their record says. Then 
they went out an got stomped by the Maple Leafs 
and somehow even lost to the Senators, and now 
Cale Makar is hurt, and also they’ve been caught by 
the red-hot Stars. Meanwhile, an eternally 
disrespected Minnesota Wild team that didn’t even 
make my top ten last week continues to beat 
everyone, including those unstoppable Leafs. 

 So right, Toronto. This was the week everyone 
seemed to grudgingly accept that they were really 
good, to the point that the Friday rankings guys had 
them at number one. Then they lost to the Wild, 
because of course they did, except that it was a 
shootout so it only kind of counts and they erased a 
3-0 deficit on the road against a good team to get 
there. There was no such comeback last night, as 
they lost to the Jets by a 6-3 final. Also, they’re the 
Leafs, and nobody thinks they’ve actually got a long 
playoff run in them. While all that was going on the 
Lightning, who I quietly dropped from last week’s 
top five, were personally offended and took it out on 
the Flyers last night. 

 And those are the three easy divisions. The Metro is 
a complete mess. I’ve had the Hurricanes in or 

around the number one slot all season long, but 
they’ve gone legitimately cold with three straight 
regulation losses before getting back on track 
against the Sabres. That’s dropped them down to 
third in their own division by points percentage, 
ever-so-slightly behind the Capitals, who were the 
team I moved up to the top five last week. But both 
teams are now well behind the Rangers, who’ve 
won six straight in a streak that’s truly impressive if 
you don’t look too closely at who they’ve played, but 
still. Also, their goalie is on the IR now. 

Seriously, what am I supposed to do with all of this? 

By my count, there are 11 teams with a strong claim to a top-
five spot, and all but one of them made the choice more 
difficult this week than it was last time, either by winning or 
losing. That one team will be rewarded, but as for the rest of 
them, there are a few ways I could go here. The first is to 
remember that these are the long-term rankings where we 
promise not to overreact to short-term swings, chalk this up 
as a weird week, and stick with basically the same teams 
we’ve had faith in all along while we ride this all out and get 
some clarity. The second is to say screw it, blow it all up and 
go out on a limb with a new-look rankings that shifts 
everyone around, dropping some big-name teams in favor of 
the preseason underdogs. 

The third options would be to split the difference in a way 
that leaves everyone feeling dissatisfied. You’ll never guess 
which I chose. On to the rankings. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts 

OK, first things first: No Pacific teams in the top five this 
week. No Oilers (for the first time in four weeks), no Flames, 
no Golden Knights, no Ducks but you knew that part. I’m 
putting the whole division in timeout until they stop confusing 
me. Knock it off, guys. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (15-5-4, +16 true goals differential*) 
— When in doubt, go back to the two-time defending 
champs. They had an impressive week, banking seven of 
eight points and beating two solid teams in the Bruins and 
the Blues. They also beat the Flyers and yeah, we’ll get to 
them in a bit. 

4. Minnesota Wild (17-6-1, +19) — Do I trust them? Not 
entirely, but they’re beating everyone these days. And 
maybe more importantly, unlike the Rangers or Maple Leafs, 
their wins are actually translating to a nice cushion at the top 
of their division. They’re seven points clear of the second-
place Blues, and well ahead of the Avs and Stars in points 
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percentage. You’re usually not as good as you look during a 
hot streak, but that doesn’t matter if you bank enough points 
to cancel out the times when you’re cold. The Wild might be 
doing that right now. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (12-7-2, +13) — This one will be 
controversial, and I get it. They didn’t look good this week, 
and it’s not like it was a one-week blip in an otherwise 
immaculate season. That said, I don’t think they were as bad 
as the scoreboard suggested — the losses to the Leafs and 
Senators were examples of what happens when your starting 
goalie is out and you can’t get a save from the backups, and 
they did fight back from down 5-2 to get a point against 
Ottawa. 

Granted, “a point against Ottawa” isn’t exactly a ringing 
endorsement of a supposed Cup contender. But we’re all 
about the long-term here, with a focus on who’ll win it all in 
June and not who’s playing the best in December, and most 
of the sportsbooks still have the Avalanche as the Cup 
favorite, so I’m not crazy here. At some point I have to bail 
on these guys, but for now I’m still willing to continue to fight 
all of you in the comments about it. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (16-6-1, +23) — I’m not panicking… 
yet. Maybe more importantly, I don’t fully trust the Rangers… 
yet. But we’re getting close to that point, and if the Rangers 
can beat my precious Avalanche on Wednesday then I may 
have to seriously reevaluate my Metro Division priors. For 
now, the Hurricanes are headed out west on a tough road 
trip, so this may be the last time for a while that we see them 
this high. Or at all. 

1. Florida Panthers (17-4-3, +27) — And finally we get to the 
Panthers, the one good team that we didn’t have to talk 
about up above because they actually did what they were 
supposed to and just won games. They’re holding down first 
place overall in the standings on the strength of a 3-0-0 
week. Sure, one of them was a in a shootout and they still 
gave up 11 goals in those three games, but I’m grasping for 
any normalcy I can find here. 

The Panthers get the top spot, we thank them for bringing 
some desperately needed stability to our world, and we 
apologize in advance for the loss to the Coyotes this week 
that we’ve no doubt just manifested. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Winnipeg Jets — I’m not sure they’re going to 
finish as the NHL’s fifth-best team, you guys. 

It’s been a weird few weeks for the Jets, a team that looks 
like a legit contender on paper but just hasn’t been able to 
find that gear for most of the season. They were sitting at 9-
3-3 in mid-November, but lost five straight after that, 
including an embarrassing no-show against the Wild. A road 
win over the Flames seemed to signal the end of the slump, 
but it was immediately followed by a 1-0 shutout loss to the 
Coyotes. 

That game seemed to resonate with the fan base. The next 
day, I had a post where I wondered whether the Habs, 
Canucks or Senators was Canada’s most miserable team, 
and a lot of Jets fans showed up in the comments to demand 
entry. 

It’s not that bad, and watching the Jets pump home eight 
goals against the Devils probably settled some nerves in 
Winnipeg. Even that game wasn’t overly encouraging — 
Murat breaks down the highs and the lows here — but when 
times are tough you take what you can get. Last night, they 
were pretty clearly the better team in a rough one against the 
Leafs. So maybe times aren’t tough anymore? 

The struggling Hurricanes are up next, followed by the 
Kraken, Canucks and Sabres, so there’s a chance to get 
back on track here. They’ll need to bank some points, as an 
already tight Western playoff race has been further 
complicated by a surging Dallas Stars team that was written 
off too early. I still think they get there, but “there” probably 
isn’t as high as I once thought it would be. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

By contrast to all that hand-wringing up there, the bottom five 
remain reasonably stable, with only one (mildly heart-
breaking) new entry. Bless you, my sweet, reasonable, bad-
at-hockey friends. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (8-13-3, -21) — I hate to do this to you, 
Sabres fans, and I held out as long as I could. That 5-1-1 
start was lots of fun, but it feels like it was a long time ago. 
They’ve won just three of 17 since then, are currently in the 
middle of their third separate losing streak of four or more, 
and have given up 20 goals in their last three games. You 
hate to see it. The good news is that not many Sabres fans 
are. 

4. Vancouver Canucks (8-15-2, -20) — Off the ice, the big 
changes we’ve been waiting for appear to have finally 
arrived. Travis Green is out, replaced by Bruce Boudreau in 
a move that leaked out to the media before any kind of 
official announcement because Canucks. Jim Benning is 
gone too, with Stan Smyl taking over on an interim basis. We 
don’t know who’ll get the full-time job, although there are 
some wild rumors out there. Does it seem weird to hire a 
new coach before a GM? It does, yeah. Is it maybe a bad 
sign that they’ve gone with the “beloved former player” 
gambit in the front office? Maybe, although that’s temporary. 
The key here is that ownership has finally come to accept 
that change was needed, and that’s good news for the team 
and the fan base. 

The week actually started out reasonably well, and you might 
have thought that a pair of wins against their fellow Canadian 
trainwrecks would buy some time. Nope, as the fans were 
very clearly not buying it. 

On the ice, any positivity from that abbreviated road win 
streak vanished with a lousy effort at home against the 
Penguins. Also on the ice: Canucks jerseys. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (6-17-3, -34) — Hey, the Canucks 
aren’t the only Canadian fan base that can toss a jersey. But 
the bigger news came from Jeff Gorton, who met with the 
media for the first time and earned decent reviews. He says 
that they’ll aim to hire a new GM after the holidays and that 
Dominique Ducharme will be the coach for at least the rest of 
the season. 
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2. Ottawa Senators (6-15-1, -29) — The season hit a low 
point with a blowout loss to the Canucks and some 
grumbling in the fan base about D.J. Smith. But they 
bounced back with wins over the Hurricanes and Avalanche, 
a stretch of good news for a franchise that needed it. They’ve 
got a chance to keep the momentum going with the Devils 
and Islanders up early in the week before the schedule gets 
tough with three straight against the Florida teams. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (5-17-2, -44) — The week included a 1-0 
win and a 7-1 loss because this team contains multitudes. It 
also included a rumor about a pending move to Houston, 
because they are the Arizona Coyotes. 

Here’s my weird Coyotes stat of the week: They’ve only had 
three games all year where they managed to score more 
than three goals. They’ve lost two of those. 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Every year, there’s at 
least one team that isn’t in the bottom five but whose fan 
base wants them there. Right now, that’s the Flyers. Every 
week I get plenty of feedback from Philadelphia fans, all of 
which boils down to “Just put us in the bottom five, you 
coward”. 

I hear you, but I can’t put the Flyers in the bottom five 
because… well, look how bad some of those teams holding 
down spots are. Do we really think the Flyers are going to 
finish behind any of those teams at the end of the year? That 
seems unlikely; there are eight teams in the league right with 
significantly worse points percentage than the Flyers. 

All that said, yes, this team is terrible right now. They’ve 
dropped eight in a row after last night’s absolute demolition 
at the hands of the Lightning. That one was extreme, but 
several of those losses haven’t been close, and it all adds up 
to a pretty stunning fall for a team that was sitting at 8-4-2 on 
November 16, having recently beaten the Flames, 
Hurricanes and Capitals. They haven’t won since. 

As you might expect, this is not playing well in a notoriously 
patient and chill hockey market. There are all sorts of 
speculation around Alain Vigneault. Chuck Fletcher had to 
the whole “look, it’s a process” news conference thing, and 
his vote of confidence didn’t work. We don’t seem to be into 
the “Should they trade pending UFA Claude Giroux?” stage 
of the season yet, but that’s probably right around the corner 
if they can’t string together some wins soon. 

If there’s any strand of optimism to grasp at, it’s that the 
losing streak has come against a brutal schedule. The eight 
games have included three against the Lightning, plus 
appearances by the Bruins, Hurricanes, Rangers and 
Panthers. The Devils were the only game on the slate that 
you might have said the Flyers should be expected to win, 
and even that would have been dicey. 

But that’s the problem. This isn’t some rebuilding team that’s 
trying to take baby steps towards contention. They’re 
supposed to already be there, showing us that last year was 
a fluke and 2019-20 was what this team can really be. It’s fair 
to say that’s not happening. 

You could blame last year on Carter Hart if you wanted, but 
he’s been pretty good this year. But they can’t score, and the 
rebuilt blueline hasn’t been much better. Injuries have been 
an issue, but that’s the case for every team. They’re getting 
speed-bagged at 5-on-5 and the powerplay is bad. 
Vigneault’s got them playing a conservative dump-and-chase 
style, and when you’re winning that feels like a workmanlike, 
blue-collar way to play. They are not winning. 

The question is whether they can start, and the Avalanche 
showing up tonight doesn’t help. The schedule does ease up 
after that, with the Coyotes, Habs and Senators showing up 
over the next two weeks, plus two more against the Devils. 
That’s a chance to start the long journey back into the race – 
or for Fletcher to figure out that the season is completely lost 
and start working out how to reset for the future.
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Minor League Check-In: Chicago & Norfolk 

Taking a look at the club's minor league affiliates and the 
start to their campaigns 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - At this point the Canes are past the quarter 
mark in their schedule and before you know it they'll be at 
the midway point. 

That's hockey season after all though, isn't it? At times it 
feels as if it is never-ending enjoyment and others you feel 
like you blink and it's gone. 

With that being said, the emergence into the Carolina lineup 
of recent recalls Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie provides us 
another reason to take a look at the organization's umbrella, 
specifically their American Hockey League (AHL) and ECHL 
affiliates. 

We caught up with both Ryan Warsofsky and Rod Taylor, 
head coaches of the respective clubs, to learn more about 
their teams. 

The Chicago Wolves 

The Wolves currently pace the AHL's Central Division with a 
record of 14-4-1-1. 

Captain Andrew Poturalski has been the guiding force thus 
far this season, sitting second in the league with his 24 
points in 20 games. Not far behind him, teammate C.J. Smith 
is fifth with his 21 points in the same amount of contests. 

"They've been really important for us," began Warsofsky, 
who is in his third year of leading the Hurricanes top 
developmental club. "The experience of playing in this 
league helps, they have NHL experience, they've been 
around a long time and they know what you need to bring 
each and every night. They've carried us at times and 
they've showed our younger players how you need to play 
with the puck, but more importantly how you need to play 
without the puck." 

One of the younger players that fits in that group is Canes 
2018 second round draft pick Jack Drury. After two strong 
years at Harvard University, the 21-year-old made the jump 
pro last year, playing in Sweden due to his collegiate team 
not having a season. This year his new adventure has been 
his first year playing professionally in North America. 

"He's learning the North American pro style," Warsofsky said 
of Drury. "He's just a mature player with a high hockey IQ. 
He's very smart. I know he's a rookie but it's really hard to 
put him in that column with his experience and the way he 
plays. He's had a good transition, he knows the things he 
needs to work on and improve and we're just taking it day-
by-day." 

Drury is not the only first-year Wolves player catching 
attention, as goaltender Eetu Makiniemi has shown no signs 
of struggle in making his transition to the North American 
game either. Carolina's 2017 draft selection is 7-2-1 in his 
opening season with Chicago, posting a .923 save 
percentage. 

"I've been pleasantly surprised with Eetu. Sometimes there's 
an adjustment period for the young goaltenders but he's 
coming from a good league in Finland where he had a really 
good season last year," Warsofsky continued. "I think the 
rookie tournament really helped, you can tell he's got 
confidence and he's very mature in the way he approaches 
the game. He's similar to Jack in the sense that, yeah, 
they're rookies, but they don't act like rookies. They go about 
their business on the ice and off the ice. Maki has a plan of 
how he wants to play and he's been very good for us. He's 
been detailed and he approaches it with a really good 
mindset." 

The Norfolk Admirals 

The club's ECHL affiliate is right in the mix in a very tightly 
contested South Division, carrying a record of 10-8-0-1 at the 
moment, just two points away from a share of first place. 

Having played 12 of their first 17 games away from Norfolk 
Scope Arena, the team's made it count when they have had 
the chance for some home cooking, going 6-1 in seven 
contests. 

Like Rod Brind'Amour and Ryan Warsofsky in Chicago, 
Admirals Head Coach Rod Taylor is proud of what his group 
has provided to this point, specifically in terms of their 
culture. 

"Our biggest thing is that we play together. It's been a team 
game," Taylor opened with. "It's not one guy or five guys 
carrying us or having great games, it's all 18 of them playing 
for one another. Everybody has a role." 

Faced with some adversity in the early going, the team has 
battled through injuries, recalls and the aforementioned road-
heavy schedule to stay right in the mix. Don't try and sell 
those as excuses to the Admirals Hall of Famer-turned coach 
though. 

"Yeah, we are in the thick of things in the division, but we've 
also let a few games slip on us," Taylor remarked, hoping his 
team can take a step forward in those situations over the 
next portion of their schedule. "Even though we're in an 
alright position, we could be in a better spot with a little bit 
more push. We let a few games go in the beginning and the 
beginning of the year is when you want to steal those points. 
Now we're going to start to get into the point of the season 
where teams are more prepared and they're going to start 
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coming at you a bit more. It's going to get tougher and 
tougher to win those games." 

So, how do the Admirals climb up in the pack as they inch 
closer to the midway point of their schedule? 

Taylor's hopeful that the team can provide some assistance 
in front of Canes 22-year-old undrafted free agent signee 
Beck Warm. The second-year pro has been dazzling, 
currently ranking fourth among all ECHL goaltenders with his 
.932 save percentage. 

"I'm a big believer that we need to take care of our own end 
first. The goals will come, I know we have struggled there at 
times and we have made mistakes, but we have to come 
back [defensively] hard. We have to pick up guys, we have to 
get back with purpose so we're not giving up the easy goals. 
That's important. We've gotten better, but we can keep 
getting better." 

For more information, news and notes on the Chicago 
Wolves, click here. To get to know more about the Norfolk 
Admirals, visit their website here.

 

 

 

About Last Night: Canes burst open the floodgates  

The Carolina Hurricanes finally looked the way they are 
supposed to last night as they released an offensive 
onslaught against the Buffalo Sabres.  

By Ryan Henkel 

After a frustrating loss to the Ottawa Senators, the Carolina 
Hurricanes — determined not to get goalied again — ran the 
Buffalo Sabres out of the building Saturday night at PNC 
Arena. 

It was a return to form for the Canes who had been running 
into some really unfortunate luck as of late, but the roster 
looked good from top to bottom.  

It wasn’t an incredibly easy win, but the Hurricanes made it 
seem that way. Let’s take a look back at last night. 

Digging In 

When you’re doing everything right and yet things just aren’t 
going your way, it’s very easy to get off your game.  

When you add in a plethora of unpredictable off-ice issues, 
that potential gets even greater. 

They had Ethan Bear playing in his first game since testing 
positive for COVID-19, the two Chicago Wolves callups in 
Maxime Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield playing in place of Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo who are still in COVID protocol, 
Jordan Martinook out with a lower body injury, Andrei 
Svechnikov being a last minute scratch with a finger issue, a 
non-COVID illness going through the locker room and having 
affected both Canes netminders, and to top it all off, Vincent 
Trocheck was ejected from the game during the second 
period after he boarded Tage Thompson.  

And all of this while they were on a slide due to rather 
rubbish luck. 

But the Carolina Hurricanes stuck to their guns and, to 
borrow a phrase from the Hurricanes’ great color 
commentator, Tripp Tracy, dug in. 

They smashed the Sabres 6-2 and reminded themselves of 
the team that they are. 

Every team goes through adversity, but good teams 
overcome it, and that’s what happened last night. 

Stick Grips Loosened 

It was a night of getting back on track. 

Not just as a team, as the Canes had lost five of their last six 
games prior to the win against the Sabres, but also for a lot 
of individual players on the team too. 

Antti Raanta was lights out for Carolina, posting a 0.941 save 
percentage, as he turned aside 35 shots and saved 1.18 
goals above expected according to MoneyPuck.com.  

Vincent Trocheck snapped an eight-game point drought, 
notching a goal, three points and an ejection all in 9:16 of ice 
time. 

In addition, Martin Necas snapped a six-game goal drought, 
Ian Cole scored his first as a Hurricane, and Seth Jarvis 
registered yet another point. 

But the true dominance came from the Hurricanes’ top line of 
Nino Niederreiter, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 

Niederreiter had a two-point night and looked to be playing 
with the same level of dominance he had been before his 
lower-body injury.  

Aho was all over the ice, generating chance after chance and 
finishing off the night with three primary assists. 

And the first star of the night, with a two-goal performance 
and leading the team with four shots on goal, was 
Teravainen who now has three goals in his last two games, 
certainly a surprising, but welcome, development.  

Road Trip Time 

The Canes got exactly three games at home — still with one 
on the road even between those — after their last six-game 
road trip and now have to go back out west for five more. 
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It’s another Western Conference swing that will see the 
Hurricanes head through Canada and face the top three 
teams in the west. It’s never smooth sailing even against the 
West and the volume of travel is grating. 

The first matchup will see the Canes take on former head 
coach Paul Maurice and the Winnipeg Jets who have been a 
fairly hot and cold team.  

Following that it’s a trip to Alberta where Carolina will take on 
the Pacific Division leading Calgary Flames and then the 
Edmonton Oilers with the NHL’s two leading scorers, Leon 
Draisaitl and Connor McDavid.  

A bit of potential relief in the middle of it all will be the 
matchup with the Vancouver Canucks who have been 
spiraling out of control since the season began and where 
things don’t seem to be getting better anytime soon. 

And then to cap it off, the Canes will return to the US to face 
the Central Division leading Minnesota Wild. 

It will be a much tougher schedule than the last road trip, but 
the Canes need to be able to beat those top teams if they 
want to continue to claim to be one of the best.

 

 

Wolves roll to sixth in a row 

Lyon shuts out Iowa for second time in four days as Wolves 
dominate all facets  

Alex Lyon tied a franchise record with his second 
consecutive shutout as he stopped 20 shots to lead the 
Chicago Wolves to a 4-0 victory over the Iowa Wild Sunday 
afternoon at Wells Fargo Arena. 

Forwards David Cotton, Jack Drury, Stefan Noesen and Josh 
Leivo scored for the Central Division-leading Wolves (14-4-1-
1), who defeated Iowa (9-8-1-0) for the third time in four days 
and extended their winning streak to a season-high six 
games. 

Lyon pushed his scoreless streak to 159 minutes and 49 
seconds while improving his record to 6-1-1 and dropping his 
goals-against average to 1.47. He joined Wendell Young, 
Pheonix Copley, Jordan Binnington and Garret Sparks as the 
only goalies in Wolves history to produce back-to-back 
shutouts. 

Cotton, who missed the previous nine games due to injury, 
gave the Wolves the lead at 14:22 of the first period. Josh 
Jacobs battled to win possession at the red line, then 
scooted the puck ahead to Dominik Bokk down the right 
wing. He spied Cotton open across the ice and fed him for a 
rising wrister from the high slot. 

Just 46 seconds later, Drury delivered to give the Wolves a 
2-0 lead. Chicago controlled a defensive-zone faceoff and 

Jamieson Rees lobbed a pass into the offensive zone for 
Josh Leivo, who spied Drury streaking past an Iowa 
defenseman down the slot. Drury accepted the pass and 
flipped home a backhand at 15:08. 

Chicago extended the lead to 3-0 just 51 seconds into the 
second as the Wolves forced Iowa to turn over the puck in its 
own zone. Defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald rifled a shot from 
the point and Noesen redirected it past goaltender Dereck 
Baribeau. 

Thanks in part to Iowa’s Dakota Mermis picking up a 
unilateral fighting major late in the second period, the Wolves 
owned a 5-on-3 opportunity early in the third and took 
advantage with Leivo’s blast from the top of the right circle to 
make it 4-0 at 1:22. 

Baribeau (4-6-0) finished with 39 saves as the Wolves 
outshot their opponent for the 13th game in a row. 

The Wolves resume their five-game road trip with a 7 p.m. 
game Thursday against the Texas Stars. Chicago returns to 
Allstate Arena at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 16, to face the 
Manitoba Moose, then hosts the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 18. To find holiday specials on 
Wolves tickets and merchandise, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/2998803/2021/12/06/maple-leafs-wild-rangers-this-weeks-top-five-is-impossible-and-i-quit-plus-the-canucks-finally-blow-it-up/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/minor-league-check-in-chicago-and-norfolk/c-328644034 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/5/22818813/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-burst-open-the-floodgates-buffalo-sabres 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/05/wolves-roll-to-sixth-in-a-row/ 
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Redemption for Ian Cole and the Canes, who are all hands on deck with 
injury, illness 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 05, 2021 7:11 AM 

 

Canes defenseman Ian Cole was having a week. 

A steady, stay-at-home defenseman with a pair of Stanley Cup rings who 
prides himself on preventing pucks from reaching his netminders, Cole 
suffered the cruelest of fates Thursday against Ottawa, essentially 
scoring an own-goal that led to a loss against the struggling Senators. 

Saturday, Cole was again victimized, this time when a point shot caught 
him in the torso and ricocheted past keeper Antti Raanta to allow Buffalo 
to cut its deficit in half in the final minute of the first period. 

“When pucks are going in the net when I’m on the ice, especially in my 
role, that’s less than ideal,” Cole said, “Some tough bounces there, but 
there’s really no other alternative but to keep playing, and keep going 
hard.” 

Cole heeded his own advice, perhaps imparted some of that wisdom to 
his teammates, and even had a rare opportunity to atone in the best way 
possible: Cole scored Saturday, something he hadn’t yet done as a 
member of the Hurricanes. It’s also just his 27th NHL goal in 617 regular-
season games. He also has one playoff goal in another 96 contests. 

“I think I’ve had some chances to score this season, some good shots, 
some good chances, and they haven’t gone in thus far,” Cole said, “but 
it’s always good to score. It’s not my primary role, but, I’ve said this 
before, I think everyone in the NHL has to be able to do everything. 
Defensive defensemen need to be able to jump in and score, just like 
offensive defensemen need to be able to play defense.” 

That total-team sentiment is particularly important for the Canes now. 
Carolina dressed just 11 forwards Saturday, and lost Trocheck to a 5-
minute major and game misconduct penalty late in the second period. 

Star sniper Andrei Svechnikov is sidelined with what coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said was a “finger issue,” and grinder Jordan Martinook left 
Thursday’s game with a lower body injury and is unavailable. 

“We’re a MASH unit right now,” Brind’Amour said. “Andrei had a finger 
issue and needed to have it repaired, so he should be fine going forward. 
(Goalie) Freddie (Andersen) wasn’t feeling well, we have about four guys 
not feeling well. To get through this night with a win with all the guys sick 
and out, I’m pretty proud of the group.” 

Brind’Amour clarified the illness Andersen and others are dealing with is 
not COVID-related. 

Meanwhile, on defense, three players have dealt with COVID-19, 
including Bear, who returned Saturday, Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce. 

“The two call-ups we brought up, Max (Lajoie) and (Jalen Chatfield) have 
played great, probably better than I expected, for me,” Brind’Amour said 
candidly. “We’re missing some all-star caliber players, those are big 
losses, and for those guys to step in, I think they’ve played as well as 
they could have, and it’s been a pleasant surprise for sure.” 

“I don’t think there’s one guy that’s going to step up and replace, like, 
Tony DeAngelo or Brett Pesce, or (Ethan) Bear when he was out,” Cole 
added. “These guys are extremely good, and extremely elite players for 
us, so it has to be filling those holes by committee.” 

The committee was successful Saturday, albeit against a struggling 
Buffalo Sabres squad, though as Cole was quick to point out, it doesn’t 
matter who the goals are against, just scoring at all might be what the 
team needed. 

“We’ve been in kind of a scoring funk here, and the way they were able 
to erupt for six goals here … hopefully this bodes well going forward,” 
Cole said. 

The Canes return to action Tuesday in Winnipeg as they begin another 
long road swing, this time across western Canada. 
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3 Takeaways From Hurricanes’ Exorcising of Scoring Demons vs. 
Sabres 
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December 5, 2021 by Brandon Stanley 

 

After the recent run of games the Carolina Hurricanes have played, a 
game against the lowly Buffalo Sabres was anything but a given. With 
how poor their puck luck and finishing has suddenly been, the opponent 
could have been a high school team — getting a scoring outburst still 
probably would have felt like the weight of the world lifting on their 
shoulders. 

Luckily, it didn’t come to having to face-off against a team outside their 
weight class to get that monkey off their collective backs. The puck finally 
started to find some twine, and the team will jet off on yet another 
Western Conference road trip with some badly needed confidence after 
demolishing the Buffalo Sabres by a score of 6-2. 

The funny thing is, I’m relatively confident head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
won’t be as happy with the “process” as he was in some of their recent 
games, in which the Hurricanes did everything but finish. They out-shot 
their last two opponents, the Dallas Stars and Ottawa Senators, by a 
count of 89-37, yet were out-scored 7-3 in the two games. 

The Sabres actually carried play for long stretches and out-shot the 
Hurricanes 34-29, but Carolina got back to their formula that led to a 
franchise-record 9-0-0 start: skilled play and timely saves from the 
goaltending. Those things can win a lot of games when the team has the 
talent this ‘Canes roster does. 

Sometimes, the bounces just don’t go your way, and sometimes they do; 
it’s really that simple. But let’s dig a little deeper than that in tonight’s 
takeaways. 

The Return of the Tro (And a Tough Sequence For Him, Too) 

This season hasn’t gone according to plan for unrestricted free agent-to-
be Vincent Trocheck. 

I mentioned it in my last takeaways piece after the Dallas game — he 
simply hasn’t looked like the same dynamic player that was such a key 
part of the Hurricanes’ run during the 2020-21 season. However, 
Trocheck did provide a reminder that he’s still that same player on 
Saturday, registering three points on a goal and two helpers in the 
process. 

Vincent Trocheck Carolina Hurricanes 

Confidence is a funny thing, and many times it just seemed like Trocheck 
was lacking it in recent games. His decision making was 
uncharacteristically poor, then it seemed like he was hesitating or 
overthinking plays that are usually second-nature to him. 

The speedy, physical center checked those boxes off against Buffalo, 
though, and got rewarded in the process. With all the absences currently 
from the lineup (more on that soon), the Hurricanes needed this player to 
show up, and he did. 

Unfortunately, his night was also cut short after a heavy hit on Sabres’ 
breakout star Tage Thompson late in the second period. Although it was 
initially ruled a major penalty and game misconduct, I expected the call to 
be overturned after the referees viewed the replay in concert with the 
situation room in Toronto. The 6-foot-7 Buffalo center clearly turned at 
the last second, well after Trocehck was committed to the hit. 

If you watch the play at full speed, especially, how can one deduce that 
there was any malicious intent there, or that the fault was anyone but 
Thompson’s? There was never an opportunity for Trocheck to read that 
he was turning, and therefore de-commit from playing through the body. 

The numbers were only facing Trocheck when he’s about a foot from 
making contact, not to mention that Thompson is stopping and therefore 
basically turning into the Hurricanes’ forward. It was an unfortunate 
outcome, absolutely, and at the end of the day I’m just glad Thompson 
was ok. The play was scary. But this seemed more like a case of policing 
the outcome rather than the act itself. 

Despite his ejection, if this is the version of Trocheck that the Hurricanes 
are going to get again moving forward, and assuming they’re going to get 
some players back on this road trip, the team ought to be able to get 
some rhythm going again offensively. When he’s this feisty, aggressive 
player that backs down from nobody (including players nearly a foot taller 
than him, obviously), Carolina is an extremely difficult team to handle. 

The Hurricanes should more or less be used to being down multiple 
players by now. The team has played the last two games without Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce, they missed Nino Niederreiter for five games 
earlier in the season, and have been down Martin Necas and Ethan Bear 
at points throughout the season as well. 

Now, on top of DeAngelo and Pesce still being in COVID protocol, the 
Hurricanes’ broadcast noted during the game that another illness was 
sweeping through the Hurricanes locker room. Frederik Andersen, 
expected to start the game, was absent from the starter’s crease — or 
even the bench — for the game. More concerning for an offense that 
hasn’t been able find it’s footing recently, star winger Andrei Svechnikov 
was listed as day-to-day seemingly out of nowhere with an upper-body 
injury. 

Andrei Svechnikov Carolina Hurricanes 

And, to the surprise of very few who saw the Ottawa game, alternate 
captain and resident team hype man Jordan Martinook was also out with 
a lower-body injury (seems to be the ankle area based on the way he 
went down and struggled to put weight on it). 

The Hurricanes have been bleeding bodies for a while now, but this just 
goes to show how important depth of a hockey team is. One of Derek 
Stepan and Steven Lorentz has been in the press box almost every 
game (when the team has been healthy), even though neither has ever 
truly deserved to sit. Both have been excellent in their fourth-line roles, 
providing energy, forechecking, good defensive play, and even chipping 
in a bit offensively. 

Both of those players checked into the lineup against Buffalo, and, yet, 
the Hurricanes were forced to roll with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen. This left Brendan Smith (who has plenty of experience at 
forward in the NHL) to serve as basically a “wherever needed” piece, be 
it on the wing on the fourth line, stepping in to give a defenseman a 
breather, or on a penalty-killing shift. 

Bear made his return to the lineup from COVID protocol, but played 
under 13 minutes as he works to get back into game shape. The virus 
has been known to sap a player’s energy and stamina, and it seemed as 
though Brind’Amour tried to keep his minutes to a minimum. Still, as 
good as the former Edmonton Oiler has been, it was a welcome sight to 
see him back in the lineup. The Hurricanes will need him on the 
upcoming road trip. 

On the flip side, Jalen Chatfield seems to be pushing for a spot, and not 
just of the fill-in variety, He has certainly looked like he belongs, as has 
his co-call-up, Max Lajoie. 

Jalen Chatfield Carolina Hurricanes 

It’ll be interesting to see how the Hurricanes handle this situation as their 
defensemen return to the lineup. Chatfield provides some real thump and 
energy from the blue line, and he played the second-most minutes of 
anyone on the team against Buffalo at 19:20, trailing only Jaccob Slavin. 

Smith is a fine seventh defenseman, so his spot with the big club is safe. 
They’ll probably want Chatfield to continue playing if and when the blue 
line gets back to full health, anyway, so there’s a good chance he heads 
back to Chicago. 

But, in terms of pecking order, there’s a real case to be made that 
Chatfield has outplayed Smith, and perhaps deserves an extended look 
moving forward. At this point, next time there’s an injury, it wouldn’t be 
especially surprising to see the Michigan native get the call and get 
inserted into the lineup ahead of Smith — especially if one of the right-
shot defensemen goes down. Three games is a small sample, but the 
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25-year-old looks like a legit piece and great under-the-radar find from 
the Hurricanes’ front office. 

Raanta’s Best Game as a Hurricane 

As I mentioned in the opening, good goaltending can win you a lot of 
hockey games. That may seem silly to say about a game with a 6-2 final 
score, but without Antti Raanta stepping up in some very big moments, 
this game could have looked much different. 

For example, early in the second period with the score 2-1, the Finnish 
netminder had to make two great stops on a breakaway from Buffalo’s 
Brett Murray. Just about 90 seconds later, Ian Cole blasted home a slap 
shot off a faceoff to make the score 3-1. And 24 seconds after that? 
Trocheck roofed his goal to make it a 4-1 count. 

Antti Raanta Carolina Hurricanes 

Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes (Amy Irvin / The Hockey Writers) 

Raanta has had his share of struggles in his time with the Hurricanes, 
though not all of them really deserve to be placed on his shoulders, such 
as last game against Ottawa when two of their goals were off of 
Hurricanes players (much like the first one tonight was, deflecting off the 
shoulder of his defenseman, Cole). Nothing he truly could have done on 
those. Still, he has allowed some goals he certainly would like back, and 
many of them very poorly timed, too. A large number of them seemed to 
be “new team, little playing time”-type jitters that will dissipate as he gets 
comfortable in his new system with his new teammates. 

With Andersen’s unexpected absence, perhaps these back-to-back starts 
were just what the doctor ordered. Raanta was phenomenal against 
Buffalo, making 32 saves on 34 shots. The .941 save percentage (SV%) 
was his highest of the season (not including the four-save relief 
appearance against Florida), and the good ‘ol, irrefutable eye test backed 
up the stat sheet. 

Adding to the impressiveness, Hurricanes color analyst Tripp Tracy noted 
that, in regards to that same “bug” sweeping the locker room, Raanta is 
not 100% himself right now, either. Maybe he had his own version of 
Michael Jordan’s legendary “Flu Game”? 

Raanta has been a better-than-serviceable backup for a majority of his 
career. Despite the early struggles, we know there is plenty more in the 
tank for the veteran goalie. If he starts to look like his old self again, the 
goalie who posted a SV% of .919 or better in five of six seasons between 
2014 and 2020, the Hurricanes will feel really good about a tandem that 
has mostly been carried by Andersen so far. 

Hurricanes Headed Back on the Road 

This trio of storylines were far from the only ones worth talking about. 
Sebastian Aho was his usual, stellar self in dishing out three beautiful 
assists. Incidentally, two of them were almost identical from-below-the-
goal-line centering feeds to his countryman Teuvo Teravainen, who, after 
some struggles of his own, is suddenly shooting the puck like crazy. As 
good as his shot is, it is therefore no surprise that “Turbo” is suddenly 
finding twine regularly. After searching for his 100th goal for what felt like 
forever, once he got it, numbers 101 and 102 came in the very next 
game. 

Oh, and Necas did this, again, and it is just about becoming his signature 
move; the explosive, fast-as-lightning shot fake, to wraparound tuck (it’s 
actually impressive that Malcolm Subban even came close to stopping it): 

The Hurricanes desperately needed this confidence boost after dropping 
five of their last six, and can now head to Winnipeg feeling like 
themselves again. This swing through Western Canada won’t be easy, 
as Calgary and Edmonton especially have been very successful this 
season. The 10-day trip will also take them through Minnesota before 
they return to PNC Arena for a game on Dec. 16. 

The Hurricanes just completed a stellar 4-1-1 road trip about a week ago. 
If they can build off this game against Buffalo, the COVID situation clears 
up, and Svechnikov’s injury is as minor as it currently seems, perhaps 

they are truly ready to burst out of this offensive funk and show that the 
Buffalo game was not a one-off. 

Every team goes through slumps over the course of an NHL season. The 
breaks simply wouldn’t go the Hurricanes’ way over their last few weeks. 
With the sticks likely to be gripped a little more loosely after this six-goal 
barrage, it feels like many more could be on their way now that the puck 
luck is turning a bit. That ought to make the next few teams on the 
schedule nervous; the Hurricanes just might be back. 
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Jets defeat Leafs in chippy, fist-filled affair 
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Well, maybe his first goal of the season would have been the cherry on 
top of the mountainous milestone he achieved, but getting a big win in his 
1,000th NHL game was more than enough for the Winnipeg Jets captain. 

This is the same Wheeler that, already not much of a numbers guy, 
wasn’t doing a lot of reflecting on the previous 999 games in the lead-up 
to a 6-3 win against the visiting Toronto Maple Leafs at Canada Life 
Centre. 

“It’s one of those things where there’s a lot of build-up, a lot of 
anticipation,” Wheeler said. “You want to absorb it, soak in every 
moment. But at the same time, it’s nice to move on. It’s weird being front 
and centre when you’re playing a team sport. But yeah, it was a special 
day.” 

A classy pre-game ceremony did give him some time to ponder, 
however. Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff presented Wheeler 
with the customary silver stick befitting of the 358th player in league 
history to amass quadruple digits in the games-played column. 

Wheeler was joined in the northeast section of the rink by his wife Sam, 
who he credited Saturday as the foundation during his 14-year career, 
and his three children — Louie, Leni and Mase. 

“For him and his whole family, they’re here and losing in the NHL is a 
quiet place,” head coach Paul Maurice said. “The bus is quiet, the room’s 
quiet and now matter how big a celebration you had, it’s a disappointing 
night and now he gets to do the exact opposite. So there’s lots of cheers, 
he gets to tell a story and they’ll laugh and tell jokes all night so it’s a 
great thing for everybody because it’s a night that you truly, win or lose, 
you’re going to carry that night but winning makes it a whole lot better.” 

Above centre ice, a three-minute video tribute was played, showing 
Wheeler’s finest moments as a Jet and before that, a Boston Bruin. The 
cameos congratulating Wheeler were many, including Alex Goligoski, 
Phil Kessel, the man he replaced as captain in Winnipeg, Andrew Ladd, 
and Bryan Little and Dustin Byfuglien, both who received rapturous 
applause from those in attendance. 

At ice level, Wheeler’s teammates watched on. 

“It was a wired room before, right, and there was lots of joking, lots of 
laughing,” Maurice said. “They were pulling for him. They have a lot of 
respect for him. He’s been a great mentor to a lot of those players in that 
room and they want to be part of an enjoyable night so a win makes that 
possible.” 

When the puck dropped, it would be Wheeler providing the helper on 
Winnipeg’s first goal of the night. 
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“We started just a little bit sluggish but after that, we were rolling, power 
play was good… it was a good night for us,” Wheeler said. 

The Jets took a 1-0 lead 4:05 into the first period, with Wheeler finding 
Pierre-Luc Dubois streaking through the slot for the first of his two assists 
on the night. 

The game itself was a theatre for chaos. 

Winnipeg appeared to be running away with the game as they built up a 
5-1 lead just past the halfway mark of the second, with Andrew Copp, 
Evgeny Svechnikov, Kyle Connor and Nikolaj Ehlers all finding the back 
of the net. 

But in vintage Jets fashion, they didn’t make it easy on themselves. 

Auston Matthews took advantage of a 5-on-3 for the Leafs with Wheeler 
and Dominic Toninato both serving minors, making it 5-2 at 14:20. Ondrej 
Kase pulled the Leafs to 5-3 at 15:46 as Toronto, who had lost 4-3 in a 
shootout the night before in Wheeler’s home state of Minnesota, started 
to mount their comeback attempt. 

The Jets would apply the tourniquet there, stemming the bleeding. 
Connor Hellebuyck stopped 32 of the 35 shots he faced for his ninth win 
of the season, including an incredible sprawling double left-pad saves on 
John Tavares during the first period. 

Mark Scheifele scored his fourth goal in his past two games at 8:14 of the 
third to produce the final score. 

Joseph Woll suffered the first loss of his brief NHL career, allowing six on 
41 shots in his return to the lineup after a bout of stiffness. 

The game shifted from chippy to downright dirty, at times, with no love 
lost between the two teams that faced each other 10 times last season 
as part of the NHL’s all-Canadian North Division. 

Neal Pionk stuck his leg out on Leafs defenceman Rasmus Sandin in the 
third, leaving the latter struggling to get back to his own bench. No 
penalty was called there, nor on the retaliatory hit by Jason Spezza later 
in the period, who went head hunting on a falling Pionk. 

Sandin left the game and didn’t return. It remains to be seen if the NHL’s 
department of player safety will weigh on the hit. 

The third also played host to a spirited wrestling match between Dubois 
and Matthews, one the officials allowed to play out until Dubois was in 
top position on Toronto’s superstar. 

“You don’t go into a game, I mean, personally I don’t go into a game — I 
know maybe some guys do — but I don’t go into a game thinking when is 
my time going to come, fight or whatever,” Dubois said. “I just go out 
there and try and be the best player I can for my team. Sometimes it gets 
a little rough out there, it’s hockey. That’s just the way the game is 
played.” 

Wayne Simmonds, meanwhile, racked up 16 penalty minutes in the third 
alone, and 18 total in the game, after trying, on two occasions, to get at 
Logan Stanley. 

The two briefly exchanged a few fists with less than a minute to go in the 
game. Both were sent to their respective dressing rooms, but not before 
Stanley threw up both of his hands, seemingly signalling the touchdown 
on the scoreboard, to the delight of the fans. 

“Today was just a good hockey game, right? It had a little bit of 
everything in it,” Maurice said. “There was some energy and emotion, as 
there should be. I didn’t feel that last game. It would be unusual because 
Toronto then and Montreal and Ottawa, but Toronto for sure would be a 
rivalry as we played them 10 times last year. New Jersey, we haven’t 
seen for a few years. So I didn’t think that that game was ever ornery. 
But this game had some leftovers from games past. It got a little heated 
out there, but that’s good.” 

Wheeler would finish the game with two shots on goal. Holl didn’t stop 
much, but he stoned Wheeler on second-period breakaway that denied 
him that elusive first of the season. 

The drought may live on, but it may have been the furthest thing of 
Wheeler’s mind on the night. 

“It’s heavy as hell,” Wheeler said of that silver stick he received. “I don’t 
know where it’s going to go. Probably in the closet right now. We’ll see. 
I’m a little bit nervous… my kids have three of those things. A couple of 
lost teeth, probably. I haven’t had a chance to really look at it but (my) 
first impression is it’s got some girth to it.” 
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Stastny happy to be the one celebrating someone else's 1,000th game 
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Paul Stastny, teammate and good friend of Winnipeg Jets captain Blake 
Wheeler, didn’t feel the need to offer too much advice to the man who 
played his 1,000th NHL game on Sunday night. 

“I figure he’s got enough on his plate,” Stastny said pre-game. 

The 36-year-old elder statesmen of the Jets team would know. Back in 
May, Stastny became the 354th player to reach the quadruple-digit 
milestone. 

Wheeler stepped onto the ice as No. 358 on Sunday against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs at Canada Life Centre. 

And knowing Wheeler as Stastny does, he was fairly certain the former 
just wanted the spotlight to turn off and for the business side of the night 
to begin. 

“Enjoy it before the game and enjoy it after the game,” Stastny said. 
“Once the game starts, all the focus isn’t on him anymore. Knowing the 
kind of (guy) he is. It’s special to have the fans here, especially (given) 
how long he’s been here, what he’s done and what he means to this city. 
People will appreciate that. Him having his parents for it will make it 
special as well.” 

Stastny didn’t get the chance to celebrate with the fans during last 
season’s closed-door policy due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

His honouring was muted as a result, with just his wife and kids in 
attendance and a ceremony with piped-in noise. 

“I’ve always been a low-key guy,” Stastny said. “I don’t like when the 
attention is on me too much. I always enjoy these moments more when 
they’re for other people than when they’re for me. 

“My family and friends enjoy it and down the road, when I take a step 
back and realize how special it was. For all of us, when we are playing in 
season, anyone who is working a job like this that you’re always so 
focused on it. It’s good and it’s bad sometimes. As you get older, you 
realize that it can’t just be hockey all the time and it’s moments like these 
that you realize how much of an impact you have on other people, on 
different teammates, on the community. I just hope he comes to know 
that. I’m sure he knows that. But he’ll get a full sense of appreciation 
once he sees how excited everyone is – whether it’s the guys, whether 
it’s his family and friends or if it’s the fans.” 
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Wheeler mentioned Saturday that his first game came against Stastny 
and the Colorado Avalanche back on Oct. 9, 2008. 

Wheeler’s Bruins won the night 5-4, a game the future Jets captain would 
score his first NHL goal. 

“I was terrified,” Wheeler said. “(Stastny) was a star at the time. I’d known 
him and I remember him making a comment to me early in the game and 
I kept my eyes down. I don’t think I even said anything back. I didn’t want 
anyone seeing me talking to the other team. I was so fortunate. I played 
on a line with David Krejci from day one. I was lucky enough to score a 
goal early on in that game, so that kind of puts you at ease a little bit.” 

Both Stastny and Wheeler knew each other, or at least knew of each 
other back then through a mutual friend. 

“Because we had a mutual best friend, obviously we began really close,” 
Stastny said. “I don’t have that many best friends but all of them have the 
same principles and values. So all of a sudden, when one of your best 
buddies is best buddies with him, you know you’re going to click right 
away.” 

He also understand that back then, guys didn’t have a friendly chat on 
the ice. 

“New guys, everyone kind of knows each other, whether it’s through 
social media, whether it’s through kind of doing training in the summers 
together, working out together,” Stastny said. “I think back then it was 
different. A lot of times it was an old-school mentality where a lot of 
coaches, it was kind of frowned upon to talk to other guys, especially if 
you’re a new guy on the team, you don’t want to be buddy-buddy with 
somebody. I think him playing for the Bruins, too, they kind of had a 
reputation of being a tougher team, kind of old-school mentality. 

“I knew he would be nervous, but it’s something that I’m sure he will 
always remember. It happened to me, and it’s things like that where your 
peers kind of recognize you or say something to you, it’s something 
special.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Flames' Sin City skid hits seven games as late rally falls 
short 
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LAS VEGAS — The Calgary Flames rolled into Sin City as the top team 
in the Western Conference standings. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Vegas Golden Knights, the guys who have put this hotspot on the 
hockey map, are still the top team in the Western Conference. 

At least, that is how Darryl Sutter sees it. The Flames’ bench boss said 
as much after Sunday’s 3-2 loss at T-Mobile Arena, which is known as 
one of the toughest stops on the NHL’s circuit and has certainly been that 
for the crew from Calgary. 

“On paper, they’re clearly the best team out west and maybe other than 
the team that owns the Stanley Cup, if you look at it,” Sutter said of the 
Golden Knights.  “If you want to get out of (the Western Conference) 
you’re going to have to go through here.   Or if you want to get in, you’re 
going to have to beat this team. 

“It’s not even that close, to tell you the truth. ” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

To tell you the truth, Sunday’s showdown in Sin City didn’t seem this 
close. 

Calgary’s stalwart netminder, Jacob Markstrom, allowed his squad to 
hang around despite a sluggish and sloppy start. 

Thanks to a late stir, they nearly escaped with at least a point. 

It was, however, one of  those  nights for the Flames. On a rare 
breakaway with six minutes remaining, defenceman Rasmus Andersson 
had Robin Lehner fooled with a smooth deke, but his forehand glanced 
off the toe of the sprawling netminder, plunked the post and stalled on 
the goal-line. 

While Andrew Mangiapane’s marker — yeah, another road strike for the 
league leader in that category — pulled them within one with 2:41 to go, 
Matthew Tkachuk’s clank off the crossbar was as close as they’d come to 
forcing overtime. 
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“Yeah, if that goes in, awesome. But all in all, they were the better team 
tonight,” Tkachuk said. “But I guess when you’re down by two and hit a 
couple posts or down by one late in the game and have a few chances — 
it wasn’t just posts, we had some good offensive-zone time with the six-
on-five … it is close. But I think we have to not look at that and look at the 
fact that we weren’t happy with our overall game for the whole 60 and 
learn from that.” 

This being one of those measuring-stick moments, maybe it’s 
encouraging that the Flames — without their best stuff — managed to 
keep things interesting against an organization that, in only four seasons 
of existence, has already been to a Stanley Cup final and to two league 
semifinal series. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

You can bet the hosts, finally getting healthy, were anxious to make a 
statement since their out-of-town guests have been on such a recent roll. 

Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner has the skate of Calgary 
Flames forward Mikael Backlund in his glove while attempting to cover 
the puck at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. 

With the loss, the Flames fall to 15-5-5. That’s still an impressive record 
— the second-best in franchise history through 25 games. 

“They’re a little more battle-scarred than our group. The top end of their 
lineup, and that was probably the difference,” Sutter said. “I thought we 
played a good game.  The top end of their lineup is used to going a little 
deeper, and it showed in situations tonight. 

“You’ve gotta grind to win,” he added. “You want to be a playoff team, 
there are a lot of one-foot deals out there, not 60 or 70-footers.   And 
you’ve got to win them.  It starts with your top end doing that. ” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Although the Flames have been the NHL’s best road team so far this 
season, Sunday’s outcome shouldn’t be a big surprise.   

They’re still looking for their first franchise victory at T-Mobile Arena. 
They are now winless in seven all-time visits and have been outscored 
by a 30-8 count in those contests. 

“Obviously that’s the next step for us is being able to come into buildings 
like this where it’s a fun, hostile environment, but to be able to get points 
in these types of situations,” said defenceman Chris Tanev. 

These Flames have mostly made a habit of scoring the opening goal of 
the game, but that hasn’t been the case on this road trip. 
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For the third consecutive stop, they found themselves trailing 1-0 after a 
low sizzler by Max Pacioretty to cap a two-on-one rush. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The difference, after back-to-back Ws in Los Angeles and Anaheim, is 
they couldn’t pull off a comeback Sunday. 

The Golden Knights scored just two minutes into the third thanks to 
Nicolas Roy’s glove-side snipe from the slot. 

A deflection goal by Elias Lindholm halved the deficit for 86 seconds 
before Evgenii Dadonov drained a rebound to restore the two-goal 
cushion. 

With Markstrom pulled for an extra attacker, Mangiapane netted his 17th 
of the campaign. Incredibly, he has scored 16 of those in enemy territory. 

“I guess it’s nice that we had a few chances at the end there to maybe tie 
it up and we were in the game,” Mangiapane said. “It was there for us, 
but I think that we kind of waited a little bit to get our legs going and just 
came out to a slow start. Yeah, they’re a good team, but it comes on us 
to be ready to play every shift.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Echoed Tkachuk: “I think the difference was we just weren’t as sharp for 
the whole 60 minutes and they took it to us pretty good, especially the 
first two periods. We played a little bit better once it was a little easier and 
we were down, but that can’t happen. We have to be ready from the start 
and play that full 60 that we’ve been pretty good at this year.” 

Calgary Flames centre Adam Ruzicka (63)watches the puck while Vegas 
Golden Knights defenceman Brayden McNabb (3) defends at T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas on Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. 

FEELING COMFORTABLE  

This latest NHL call-up has been an eye-opener for Flames centre Adam 
Ruzicka. 

Born and raised in Slovakia, the 22-year-old had never before glimpsed 
the lights and the sights and the spectacle that is the famed Las Vegas 
Strip. 

“It’s a little different world,” he said. 

Ruzicka’s previous call-up was an eye-opener, too. 

He was among the future pieces summoned for an end-of-season 
audition with the Flames in the spring. 
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The power forward-in-training logged three appearances then. With Tyler 
Pitlick day-to-day due to an upper-body injury, Ruzicka was plugged into 
the lineup for Sunday’s showdown with the  Golden Knights, his fourth 
career look-see at the highest level. 

“Obviously, the first game, first couple of games in the NHL, it’s definitely 
more nerve-wracking,” Ruzicka said after an optional morning skate at T-
Mobile Arena. “I feel more comfortable with the group and with the guys, 
and now just out there and play. 

“Definitely, it helps a lot in all situations on the ice when you’re more 
comfortable with it. You can just play your game.” 

With the farm team, Ruzicka’s game is piling up points. 

He’s accustomed to operating as the first-line centre for the Stockton 
Heat and, at the time of his call-up, ranked among the American Hockey 
League’s top marksmen with 10 goals in 13 outings this fall. 
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A healthy scratch for four in a row after joining the big club, he had been 
anxious for an opportunity to show that he can also play the sort of direct 
and diligent hockey that Sutter expects from his depth forwards. 

Ruzicka’s key to sticking around, at least in the short term, is less about 
production and more about pace and proving that he can use his 6-foot-
4, 220-lb. frame to his advantage. 

He logged 8:54 of ice time in Vegas, was credited with two hits and won 
five of seven faceoffs. His biggest contribution was perhaps reaching 
skyward to swat a puck away from the goal-crease during a defensive 
scramble. 

“I think there’s still work to be done there,” Sutter said post-game.  “ 
There’s a good package, but I think the pace and the compete and all 
those things still have to go up a lot. ” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

NOT HIS FIRST RODEO 

There are always a lot of cowboy hats spotted on the Strip in early 
December. 

Las Vegas is the longtime home of the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo, 
where the best in the bull-riding, bareback or saddle-bronc business — 
and several timed events, too — are competing for a world title and the 
gold buckle that comes with it. 

The 10-day showdown runs through the end of the week at Thomas & 
Mack Center. 

“I’ve been here lots for the NFR,” Sutter said prior to Sunday’s matchup 
in Sin City. “It’s awesome. And I ran into lots of people last night that 
were going out to Thomas & Mack or in for the (George Strait) concert or 
a lot of people from Alberta that make the whole weekend of it — they go 
to the hockey game, catch a couple performances out there, go to a 
concert. It’s good to see.” 
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Sutter is a fan and follower of rodeo. He can tell you plenty about 
Alberta’s homegrown stars, both past and present. 

And having been around high-level sports for as long as he has, the 
Flames’ skipper has a pile of respect for those tough-as-heck cowboys 
and cowgirls. 

“I have a lot of good friends that were involved in it, more in the timed 
events — the steer wrestling and the calf roping,” Sutter said. “The 
practice is very important. Perfect practice. Being able to handle the 
road, because you’re on the road. And then the heat of the moment. For 
the top guys, it’s the heat of the moment — being in the back end of the 
box on your horse and getting the job done.” 

OFF THE GLASS 

Prior to Sunday’s setback, the Flames had collected at least a point in 
eight straight road games, with a 6-0-2 record over that stretch … The 
Flames dusted off defenceman Michael Stone for just his second 
appearance of the season — an opportunity to do battle against his 
younger brother Mark, the captain of the Golden Knights. This was a full 
family affair, because proud parents Rob and Jackie were in attendance 
and must have been thrilled to find out they’d see both boys in action … 
There are only 26 gents who have earned more than 500 victories as an 
NHL head coach. With Sunday’s shakeup in Vancouver, three are now 
working in Western Canada. Sutter currently sits 16 th  on the all-time 
wins list with 664, while Edmonton Oilers bench boss Dave Tippett is 18 
th with 641. Bruce Boudreau (567) will have an opportunity to add to his 
total with the Canucks … Down on the farm, defence prospect Connor 
Mackey had himself a weekend. The 25-year-old scored three times — 
including two shorties — and totalled five points in a pair of victories. 
During Saturday’s opening period, and with Flames general manager 
Brad Treliving in attendance, Mackey had completed a Gordie Howe Hat-
Trick after just 4:28 of ice time.  There have been a lot of positive stories 
in Stockton, where the Heat have opened with a 13-2-2 record and 
currently boast the AHL’s best points percentage … The Flames will 
wrap up this four-game roadie with Tuesday’s tilt against the Sharks in 
San Jose (8:30 p.m. MT, Sportsnet One/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). 
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Game Night: Flames at Golden Knights 

 

Wes Gilbertson 
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CALGARY FLAMES (15-4-5) at VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (13-10-0) 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Sunday, 8 p.m. MT, T-Mobile Arena; TV: Sportsnet One; Radio: 
Sportsnet 960 The Fan 

WHY WATCH? 

CHANGING THEIR LUCK? 

When the Flames landed in Sin City in Saturday’s wee hours, they were 
tied for top spot in the NHL’s overall standings. Mighty impressive. 
They’re shooting for a sixth straight road victory, although history isn’t 
necessarily on their side Sunday. The Flames have never won at T-
Mobile Arena, with an 0-6 record so far on the Vegas Strip. They’ve been 
shut out on three of those occasions, scored a grand total of six goals 
and surrendered 27. That was, however, before adding Darryl Sutter or 
Jacob Markstrom to their deck. 

POINTS LEADERS 

FLAMES 

Johnny Gaudreau — 24 GP, 9 G, 18 A, 27 PTS, +16 

Elias Lindholm — 24 GP, 10 G, 14 A, 24 PTS, +20 
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Matthew Tkachuk — 24 GP, 11 G, 9 A, 20 PTS, +13 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

Chandler Stephenson — 23 GP, 9 A, 12 A, 21 PTS, +4 

Reilly Smith — 23 GP, 10 G, 8 A, 18 PTS, +4 

Jonathan Marchessault — 18 GP, 10 G, 5 A, 15 PTS, -2 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

FLAMES: PP — 25.8% (5th); PK — 86.5% (5th) 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS: PP — 15.1% (25th); PK — 83.3% (14th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. The Golden Knights have had all sorts of injury issues this season but 
are getting closer to full-strength. Their captain, Mark Stone, is back in 
the lineup — although he must be feeling some pain after crashing into 
end boards a few days back in Anaheim — and has points in four 
straight. Ditto for linemate Max Pacioretty, who tallied twice in Friday’s 7-
1 blowout of the Arizona Coyotes. Pacioretty has five goals and nine 
points in only six appearances so far this fall. 

2. It’ll be a while before Jack Eichel’s debut for this Sin City squad, but 
there’s good news there too. Less than three weeks after artificial disc 
replacement surgery, the Golden Knights’ blockbuster trade acquisition 
— sorry, Flames fans, for the reminder — has already resumed skating. 
The 25-year-old centre hopes to be back before the Beijing Olympics. 

3. Calgary’s power-play personnel will want to beware Sunday. The 
Golden Knights lead the loop with six short-handed strikes. The speedy 
Reilly Smith has factored on three of those. 
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McDavid kicked out, Edmonton Oilers just plain kicked by L.A. Kings 
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Turns out good teams really do lose two games in a row. 

At least that’s what the Edmonton Oilers are hoping after dropping back-
to-back regular-season games for the first time in 50 games, a run that 
dates back to March 13-15 of last season. 

They believe they have the makings of a contender, but despite a 
sparkling 16-7-0 record, the Oilers are falling into unnerving habits that 
are cause for concern, most of which blew up in their faces in a 5-1 loss 
to the Kings. 

“This has been coming for a while,” said head coach Dave Tippett, who’s 
been watching his team find ways to win despite not putting forth the kind 
of performances that can sustain them for the long run. 

“We’ve been masking it with some special teams, but we haven’t played 
well enough. We haven’t had enough guys play well for a while.” 

After the expansion Kraken caught them napping Friday in Seattle, the 
Los Angeles Kings made it a double Sunday, routing the hosts on a night 
when Connor McDavid spent the last crucial minutes of the game in the 
dressing room, watching the Kings score three power-play goals on his 
boarding major. 

“We have too many guys who aren’t contributing enough to help us 
here,” said Tippett. “When your special teams is good or your goaltender 
steals you a game, those things get masked. We need some more 
throughout our lineup.” 

Sunday’s game was still within reach when McDavid plastered and 
bloodied L.A.’s Adrian Kempe at 13:27 of the third period, then the roof 
fell in, and in a hurry, with three Kings’ power-play goals in 2:18. 

“From watching it, I don’t know if it’s a five (minute major),” said Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins. “But regardless, we have to find a way to get the kill. 
We have to find a way to bear down and not give up three. 

“The PK has been strong for us all year so it’s tough to give up a couple 
like that.” 

Truth be told, it probably wasn’t a game they deserved to win anyway. 
After starting slowly and digging themselves a hole they couldn’t crawl 
out in Friday’s 4-3 loss in Seattle, the Oilers offered up a similar storyline 
Sunday against the Kings. 

They showed up late, fell behind early and spent the rest of the night 
chasing the game. 

And never caught it. 

“It’s hard to pinpoint,” defenceman Darnell Nurse said of their patented 
slow starts. “As a team, we don’t want to go out there and give up the 
first goal, that’s not our objective. Our objective is to go out there and get 
the first goal. 

“We have to push the envelope a little bit more and bring the game to 
other teams, as opposed to other teams bringing it to us.” 
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Instead, the first period was the same script Oilers fans have been 
watching for most of the season, with the Rasmus Kupari scoring on their 
third shot of the game at 2:01, marking the 11th time in the last 14 games 
Edmonton gave up the first goal. 

It didn’t snap Edmonton to attention, either. The Oilers were on the 
receiving end for most of the first period, outshot 12-3 through 15 
minutes. 

“I don’t know why it’s happening,” said Nugent-Hopkins. “We knew what 
to expect from these guys, it’s not like we weren’t prepared, but they 
came out hard and we couldn’t match that right away. 

“As the game went on we started to push back a little and find our game, 
but obviously just not the effort we needed tonight.” 

The start of the second period was the same, only worse. This time, the 
Kings came out and scored on their first shot of the period at 1:42. 
Kempe’s wrister through a screen had Edmonton down 2-0 and in a little 
bit of trouble. 

Nurse, in his first game back after missing six with a broken finger, 
scored shorthanded to close it to 2-1 and give the Oilers some hope 
heading into the third period, but the final frame was a dead end from the 
start. 

The Kings held Edmonton to one shot through the first 10 minutes and 
the comeback hopes died a spectacular death with 6:33 left, when 
McDavid hit Kempe from behind, right in the numbers, sending him face 
first into the glass. The referees saw the blood, reviewed it to make sure 
and handed McDavid a well-deserved major and game misconduct. 

The Kings didn’t wait long to gain their revenge. Kempe scored to make it 
3-1 at 14:38, Drew Doughty made it 4-1 at 16:02 and Trevor Moore made 
it 5-1 at 16:56. 

“I don’t know if Connor just nicked him, but he goes down, looks like he’s 
hurt and he’s on the next power play,” said Tippett, adding the PK was 
halfway trying for the tying goal and that’s why there was an avalanche 
the other way. 

“When they get the first one you have to chase a little more and it just 
snowballs.” 

Tippett wants to guard against the whole team snowballing with 
Minnesota, Boston, Carolina, Toronto and Columbus coming to town in 
the next 11 days. 

“Some adversity is good for us right now,” he said. “It’s a recognition that 
we have to get better as a whole group. We’ve had a good start, we’ve 
done some good things, but we have to get way better if we’re going to 
be a real, top competitive team. 

“You’re going to go through some ups and downs. These downs show 
you how much you have to be better.” 
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OILER NOTES: Nurse just what the doctor ordered on Edmonton blue 
line 

 

Jim Matheson  •  Edmonton Journal 
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The doctor was back in the house Sunday. 

Darnell Nurse, a.k.a. ‘Doc’ to his Edmonton Oilers teammates, returned 
after missing six games with a broken finger when he blocked a shot 
against the Winnipeg Jets on Nov. 18. They didn’t miss him a ton, having 
gone 4-2 in the win/ loss category, but missed the Canadian Olympic 
team hopeful’s minutes and his competitive fire. 

Also his offence. Nurse got the only Oilers goal Sunday, racing up to 
score shorthanded, lifting one over Jonathan Quick midway through the 
second period for his first goal to go with 11 assists. 

“It (first game back) was fine. The first period, you get back into the 
groove of things a little bit. It felt just like it was before I got hurt,” said 
Nurse, who played 28 shifts, more than any Oilers player, with five shots 
to go with four hits. 

“Pretty obvious what he brings. He plays nearly half the game (26:06 a 
night on average) for us,” said Leon Draisaitl. “Power play, PK, he 
defends, he does pretty much everything. He’s a rock back there, right?” 

Oilers coach Dave Tippett had Nurse in the starting line up alongside 
Evan Bouchard and promptly played him 18 of the first 40 minutes and 
26 and a half in all. 

“When you fill out your lineup card, there’s always players you put in 
certain situations, but Darnell seems to be in all of them ,” Tippett said. 
“He’s a main driver for our team, for sure. A leader in our group.” 

“He’s been raring to go for a week. He’s skated hard, and looked rested 
tonight,” said Tippett, 

With Nurse’s return, a defenceman has to return to Bakersfield, Calif., but 
it might not be the most inexperienced callup, Markus Niemelainen, who 
only came up on emergency loan but played his third game Sunday, 
while William Lagesson sat. He played in the second pairing with Tyson 
Barrie, 19 minutes. 

He was nervous in his first NHL game against Pittsburgh but much better 
Friday in Seattle. In his first two games, he had 12 hits, understandable 
because that seems to be the calling card for the six-foot-five defensive 
defenceman. He also rocked the Kings’ Dustin Brown, who went flying 
through the air in the second period Sunday, one of his four hits. 

“Definitely brings a different dimension, big, strong guy who closes the 
gaps hard (opposing players),” said Tippett. “He’s a hard player, an 
interesting player. We like his physical play, his willingness to get 
involved in the game. He has to improve his puck play, making the first 
pass, the right decision.” 

Amplified by what Bakersfield coach Jay Woodcroft told The Athletic : 
“He represents a physical element that is kind of a throwback, someone 
who other teams know when this player is on the ice. When he hits, he 
goes through people.” 

Interestingly, Niemelainen was recalled from the farm with the run of 
injuries and not Dmitry Samorukov, who has rated higher on the prospect 
watch. Part of that was the Oilers coaching staff knowing his game better 
from playing pre-season games, while Samorukov was out with a broken 
jaw. But also, he was playing better in Bakersfield. His emergence might 
mean Samorukov could be dangled for a forward at the trade deadline if 
a team’s looking for a young defenceman. 

BABY STEPS 

The Kings’ teenage centre Quinton Byfield, who was on last year’s Team 
Canada world junior team, then played in the American Hockey League 
for the Ontario (Calif.) Reign, where he had 20 points in 32 games, is just 
back after breaking his ankle when he fell into the boards in the pre-
season. He’s been sent to the Reign to play some games. 

“It’s his timetable, not ours,” said Kings coach Todd McLellan, when 
asked how long the first-round 2020 pick would be in the minors. “He 
didn’t play a full season last year, because of COVID. And this year, he’s 
starting as if the COVID issue existed again. He needs to get his game 
going and he’s very capable of it.” 
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Byfield, 19, wasn’t one of the 35 players invited to Canada’s world 
selection camp next week in Calgary for the championships here over 
Christmas. He played six NHL games last season. 

This ‘n’ that: McDavid’s game misconduct for the hit on Adrian Kempe in 
the third was his second misconduct in the NHL. He also got 10 minutes 
on Jan. 25, 2018, against Calgary for abuse of an official after a shoot-
out goal … Neither goalie Mike Smith nor defenceman Duncan Keith 
skated with the Oilers at their full practice Saturday, so they aren’t close 
to playing. Smith, out since Oct. 20, hasn’t taken shots with the main 
group … Oilers first-round pick Xavier Bourgault has 22 goals and 42 
points in 24 games in Shawinigan. “He can make the world junior team, 
maybe, if he’s willing to take on the same sort of role that Dawson Mercer 
(now in New Jersey) did last Christmas tournament,” said TSN’s scouting 
guru Craig Button … Rare penalty call in the second period with Nurse 
and the Kings’ Brown both getting holding infractions on the same rush 
down the boards by Brown … Carter Savoie now has 13 goals in 15 
games and 23 points in his sophomore year at Denver University, but still 
didn’t get an invite to Canada’s world junior selection camp … The Kings 
signed Russian winger Vladimir Tkachev, the one-time Oilers training 
camp whiz, to a one-year, two-way deal over the summer but after 
making the team to start the season, he’s spent the last 10 games in the 
AHL. They tried him on the power play all through camp but they felt he 
was always looking for the pass and wouldn’t shoot enough … Former 
Oilers winger Andreas Athanasiou is on L.A.’s two-game (Edmonton-
Vancouver) road trip but is still listed in COVID protocol even though he’s 
practising. He signed a one-year, $2.7 million deal in the summer … Ex-
Oiler Danny Svyret’s brother, Corey, was one of the two refs … Winger 
Pontus Aberg, who had a very brief look with the Oilers in the wake of his 
trade for Mark Letestu, is on unconditional waivers in Ottawa, so he can 
return to Europe, likely to the Kontinental Hockey League. 
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Game Night: Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers 

 

Jim Matheson  •  Edmonton Journal 
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LOS ANGELES KINGS 9-9-4 at EDMONTON OILERS 16-6 

Tonight: 6 p.m. TV: SportsNet. Radio: 630 CHED 

WHY WATCH 

Seeing an old face return 

Fans pay attention to what’s going on on the ice, but if they happen to 
look at the Los Angeles bench, they will see Todd McLellan, who hasn’t 
been in Edmonton in almost two full calendar years because of COVID-
19. McLellan, who coached the Oilers for three-plus years, was last here 
with L.A. on Dec. 6, 2019, with the Oilers winning 2-1 behind 35 saves 
from Mikko Koskinen. 

POINTS LEADERS 

EDMONTON OILERS 

GP G A PT PLUS/MINUS 

Leon Draisaitl 22 21 22 43 +15 

Connor McDavid 22 16 26 42 +9 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 22 2 20 22 +3 

LOS ANGELES KINGS 

Anze Kopitar 22 8 15 23 -7 

Alex Iafallo 22 9 7 16 +3 

Adrian Kempe 22 8 5 13 -7 

Seattle Kraken right wing Joonas Donskoi (72) and Edmonton Oilers left 
wing Zach Hyman (18) battle for the puck in front of Seattle Kraken left 
wing Jared McCann (16), left, Edmonton Oilers goalkeeper Stuart 
Skinner (74), center Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (93) and defenceman Kris 
Russell (6) at Climate Pledge Arena on Dec. 3, 2021. 

Draisaitl’s welcome-to-NHL moment was against Kings 

Markus Niemelainen #80 of the Edmonton Oilers skates against the 
Seattle Kraken during the third period at Climate Pledge Arena on 
December 03, 2021 in Seattle, Washington. 

Kids alright in loss to Kraken 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

EDMONTON OILERS 

PP 35.3% 1st, PK 88.4% 2nd. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS 

PP 17.8% 18th, PK 74.5% 27th. 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE KINGS 

1. In today’s NHL game, the defence has to activate and help the 
forwards out with some offence, but the Kings only have three goals from 
their blue liners: one each from Drew Doughty, rookie Sean Durzi and 
Alex Edler. Edler’s was his 100th NHL goal. Only the New York Islanders 
have fewer defence goals than that. Evan Bouchard has four goals and 
Tyson Barrie three on the Oilers’ back-end. 

2. Los Angeles captain Anze Kopitar keeps truckin’ along. He’s got 1,023 
career points in 1,151 league games, eighth amongst active NHL 
players. In his 2005 draft year, only Sidney Crosby has more points than 
Kopitar, who went 11th overall in an absolute steal. Kopitar has two Cup 
rings and two Selke awards. He’s Hall-of-Fame material. 

3. Doughty, still in the mix for a spot on the right side of the Canadian 
Olympic team defence, is just back after missing two months with a knee 
injury when Dallas’s Jani Hakanpaa caught him with knee and got a 
major and game misconduct in late October. Doughty, who turns 32 next 
week, badly wants to play in his third Olympics after being on the 2010 
and 2014 gold-medal-winning teams. 
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Several Oilers issues coming to a head: 'This has been coming for a 
while' 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

7-8 minutes 12/6/2021 

 

It took until the third month of the season for the Oilers to lose back-to-
back games for the first time, but Dave Tippett wasn’t in the mood for 
silver linings. 

After a 5-1 loss to the Kings on home ice, Tippett put his team on notice 
for a slew of shortcomings that all came to a head. 
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“This has been coming for a while,” the Oilers coach said. “We’ve been 
masking it with some special-teams (play).” 

Not even the special teams could save the Oilers on Sunday. They were 
just as bad as everything else. 

The power play had just two chances but failed to score and hardly 
looked dangerous. The penalty kill netted the team’s only goal on Darnell 
Nurse’s first of his season in his return after missing six games with a 
broken finger. However, it surrendered three goals in the dying minutes 
after Connor McDavid was given a major penalty and game misconduct 
for boarding the Kings’ Adrian Kempe. 

Yes, the Oilers still sport a sterling 16-7 record, which puts them eighth in 
the NHL with a .696 points percentage. Yet, they’re 7-6 since starting the 
season 9-1. There’s a fair bit that’s been ailing them for some time — 
and their coach wants it addressed. 

“I think some adversity is good for us right now,” Tippett said. “It’s a 
recognition that we have to be better as a whole group. 

“We have to get way better if we’re going to be a real top, competitive 
team.” 

There are a few things that need to be rectified as soon as possible if the 
Oilers want to remain a top team in the league. 

Depth-forward issues 

“This is everybody. It’s not just depth guys. It’s everybody,” Tippett said. 

Well, it is, and it isn’t. 

Leon Draisaitl and McDavid are the league’s top two scorers, with 43 and 
42 points, respectively. They were both held off the scoresheet Sunday. 
If not inevitable — the Oilers did win Nov. 27 in Las Vegas when they 
were both held pointless — the result was predictable. 

There are so many players not named Draisaitl, McDavid or Zach Hyman 
who haven’t scored consistently enough. The two superstars, Draisaitl 
and McDavid, have 21 and 16 goals, respectively, putting them first and 
tied for third overall, whereas Hyman has scored 11 times. 

Jesse Puljujarvi has seven goals but has just one in his last 12 games. 
Fellow top-six right winger Kailer Yamamoto has scored five times. No 
one else on the team has more than four goals. That list includes Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, who has 23 points in as many games but has found the 
back of the net just twice. 

In addition to not scoring goals, there’s a large contingent of Oilers who 
aren’t doing enough positively at the other end of the ice. 

No bottom-six forward has a positive goal share at five-on-five. Rookie 
centre Ryan McLeod is the closest of the lot; the Oilers are even with him 
on the ice at five goals for and against. The Oilers are well in the red with 
the rest of them on the ice: Brendan Perlini (0-4), Colton Sceviour (1-6), 
Derek Ryan (3-16), Tyler Benson (1-4), Kyle Turris (2-7), Devin Shore (2-
4), Warren Foegele (9-17), and Zack Kassian (11-14). 

Sceviour, Derek, and Foegele were a line Sunday and were each 0-2. 

“We’ve got too many guys that aren’t contributing enough,” Tippett said. 

“We don’t go out there and want to give up the first goal,” Nurse said. 
“That’s not our objective.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks clean house after fans send loud and clear 
message 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 6, 2021, 12:25 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The most disappointing start to a Vancouver Canucks 
season led to the most sweeping night of change in franchise history as 
both general manager Jim Benning and head coach Travis Green were 
fired Sunday by the National Hockey League club. 

Benning rebuilt the Canucks after replacing Mike Gillis as GM in 2014, 
but the flawed roster he created around a core of drafted-and-developed 
young stars made it extremely challenging for Green, whose team sunk 
to 8-15-2 with a 4-1 loss Saturday night against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

That game ended with renewed chants inside Rogers Arena of “Fire 
Benning!” among fans whose commitment of money and time to the 
Canucks make them easily the most important segment of the team’s 
multi-layered fan base. Even worse was the symbolism attached to one 
of these ticket-buying fans renouncing his support by discarding on the 
ice his Canucks jersey, which happened to have captain Bo Horvat’s 
name on it. 

There was no coming back from that moment, and the prevailing 
sentiment among fans on Sunday night seemed to be relief that this era 
was finally ending. 

The dismissals of Benning and Green, who had worked together for four-
plus seasons, were reported by numerous media sources about two 
hours apart on Sunday evening and officially confirmed later. 

Top assistant coach Nolan Baumgartner departs with Green, with Bruce 
Boudreau hired as the Canucks’ new head coach. Scott Walker, who left 
the team’s player-development department three years ago, is also 
joining the coaching staff. 

The 66-year-old Boudreau, whose 13 seasons as a head coach in 
Washington, Anaheim and Minnesota do not include a losing record 
anywhere, signed a contract to coach the Canucks this season and next -
- the same time frame that the team will be paying Green most of the 
$5.5 million that Benning awarded the outgoing coach on a two-year 
extension last spring. 

Benning’s own contract also runs through next season. His top assistant, 
John Weisbrod, was fired with him on Sunday. 

Longtime senior adviser Stan Smyl was named the interim general 
manager and minor-league GM/player-development director Ryan 
Johnson is the interim assistant GM. 

Smyl and Johnson will be working with surviving assistant GM Chris 
Gear, senior adviser Doug Jarvis and special advisers Henrik and Daniel 
Sedin, with the Canucks saying a search for new leadership has begun. 

These are hugely substantive changes after a regime that felt stale and 
too concentrated in power under Benning, who was forced to deal 
directly with Canucks chairman Francesco Aquilini and the ownership 
family after Trevor Linden was pushed out as president of hockey 
operations in 2018. 

"These are difficult decisions, but we believed we would have a 
competitive group this year. As a result, I'm extremely disappointed in 
how the team has performed so far," Aquilini said in a statement. "I'm 
making these changes because we want to build a team that competes 
for championships and it's time for new leadership to help take us there." 

While they consider a long-term replacement at general manager, the 
Aquilinis need to hire a new president to restore the important buffer 
between ownership and management. 

But while Sunday’s changes reflect the end of a contentious era under 
Benning, they won’t immediately address the problem of the 
underachievement this season of Canuck players and, especially, the 
scoring crisis among struggling top forwards Elias Pettersson, Brock 
Boeser, Bo Horvat and, lately, J.T. Miller. 

In his only press conference this season, Benning said in November he 
wasn’t worried about being fired, and if owners “get to a point where, you 
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know, they don't feel like I'm doing a good job and I need to be replaced, 
they'll make that decision.” 

But he also said: “I like this group of players. I think, along the way, what 
we tried to do is make sure that with our younger players, we surrounded 
them with veteran players so they could learn from them. But now we've 
kind of handed it over to that younger group of players that we've drafted 
and developed. And with that responsibility, comes a lot of pressure. Now 
we've got to work with these guys to get them to play to their potential. . . 
so we can start winning.” 

Since that statement, the Canucks have gone 3-6-0, so they aren’t 
winning and most of those young players still aren’t performing close to 
their potential. Naturally, the question is: Were these younger players 
ready to have the team placed in their hands? 

Boudreau, whose streak of winning records will be severely tested by the 
Canucks over the remaining 57 games, must find a way to get more out 
of this roster than Green. Until last season, when the Canucks were 
ravaged by COVID-19 and other factors, Green had over-delivered 
through his first three years as coach. 

But Boudreau will also have to assess the accountability and readiness 
to lead of the Canucks’ young core. This is part of a team’s culture, and 
that’s usually more difficult to change than simply switching coaches. 

Fired 21 months ago by the Minnesota Wild, Boudreau recently told 
Sportsnet 650 radio: “I’m a Canadian. I’ve never coached in Canada 
(and) would be thrilled at the opportunity. And Vancouver’s a great city. I 
think they have great fans. I don’t think anybody would not love that 
opportunity.” 

In the Canucks' statement, Aquilini said, "Bruce is one of the most 
experienced coaches in the NHL, with nearly 1,000 games behind the 
bench and a successful track record working with some of the game's 
best talent. Scott is a young coach with an excellent reputation who will fit 
in very well with our group." 

Green, who grew up in Castlegar in Southeastern B.C., loved the 
opportunity to coach an NHL team in his home province. It’s fair to 
wonder how much of this start is really his fault. 

But the coaching staff must bear much of the responsibility for the team's 
awful special-teams play that includes a penalty-kill unit whose success 
rate of just 64.6 per cent is the worst through 25 games in NHL history. 

There is no question about responsibility for the roster: this was 
Benning’s team, built from scratch. His ability to identify and develop a 
core of young players for its foundation was undermined by the GM’s 
high-profile mistakes in free agency. But painfully slow as the overall 
progress may have been, Benning built the Canucks into a team that won 
two playoff rounds in the Edmonton bubble 16 months ago and came 
within a game of making the conference final. 

With so many young, talented players still improving, the Canucks’ future 
back then looked blindingly blight. But they have retreated into utter 
darkness since then. 

Now, others will have to find a way to lead them out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers loss to Kings a consequence of playing with 
noncommittal effort 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

December 6, 2021, 12:48 AM 

 

EDMONTON — This train only arrived at the station Sunday night, a day 
late and a dollar short in a 5-1 home-ice loss to the Los Angeles Kings. 
But it’s been stumbling down the tracks for some time now. 

“This has been coming for a while here. Been coming for a while,” 
repeated Edmonton Oilers head coach Dave Tippett, whose team had a 
dreary game Friday in Seattle, then didn’t get back to work to his liking 
come Saturday’s practice. 

He saw this effort coming: Soft, noncommittal, all eyes peeled in search 
of the easy road. 

“We’ve been masking it with some special teams stuff, but we haven’t 
had enough guys play well for a while,” he said Sunday evening. “It was 
a 2-1 score, but weren’t good enough in it and we gave up some 
powerplay goals at the end.” 

The Los Angeles Kings presented Edmonton with a NASCAR face on 
Sunday night, and the Oilers pulled out of the garage in their flashy F1 
cars. 

This was a barn dance, and the Oilers showed up in ballet slippers, not 
cowboy boots. 

“We need to play down low,” said winger Warren Foegele, as big a no-
show as any of his teammates. “You can’t always try to score off the 
rush, you have to find ways to score down low. That’s what it’s going to 
be like in the playoffs. We have to find a solution to doing that more 
consistently.” 

On one hand, this was a 2-1 game that turned when Connor McDavid — 
of all people — was quite rightly assessed a boarding major and game 
misconduct with 6:33 to play. He plowed Arian Kempe right in the No. 9, 
and the Kings scored three times on the powerplay to make it look like a 
blowout. 

On the other hand, this was wholly lopsided — if work ethic, attention to 
detail and systems play could be tallied up after 60 minutes. 

Los Angeles was very good and very hard to play against, handing the 
Oilers a textbook reminder of what they’ll face from every opponent when 
the games get more important as the season wears on. 

“I don’t think you beat the Edmonton Oilers unless you check,” said Kings 
head coach Todd McLellan. “You open it up and play a freewheeling 
game, you’re not going to win. Checking and patience led to 
opportunities for us and we took advantage of them.” 

When the opponent takes that tack, then executes it as perfectly as the 
Kings did, Edmonton needs to dig in and push back. 

That’s where they were delinquent on Sunday, and in recent games. 

Not enough push from not enough people. Too many no-shows. 

Call it what you want, after a great start — much of it on the backs of two 
superstars and a league-leading powerplay — Edmonton has fallen into 
a groove where they only work as hard as they have to. Trying to win 
without getting their hands dirty. 

“We’ve got too many guys who aren’t contributing enough to help us 
here,” Tippett agreed. “We need some more throughout our lineup.” 

Calling Foegele. Jesse Puljujarvi. Zack Kassian. Kailer Yamamoto. 
Tyson Barrie. Derek Ryan. Even McDavid, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Leon Draisaitl for the past two games. 

“It‘s not depth guys,” cautioned Tippett. “It’s everybody tonight. We didn’t 
play well enough as a group tonight.” 

The Kings opened the scoring just 2:01 into the game, marking the 14th 
time in 23 games that Edmonton has fallen behind 1-0. L.A. never trailed 
for the rest of the night. 
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For the second straight night, the goalie at the other end was better than 
Edmonton’s netminder. In Seattle, it was Stuart Skinner with a below-
average start. On Sunday, Mikko Koskinen took a turn playing at a 
pedestrian level. 

Let’s face it: Tippett has a fourth line, with Colton Sceviour, Derek Ryan 
and Devin Shore. But he doesn’t have a third line. 

Ryan McLeod may grow into the third-line centre this team requires. But 
that takes seasons, not months. 

Foegele is a big body who can skate. But his hands…? If he’s not 
throwing his weight around, he’s not helping. 

And Kassian? That ship had sailed, folks. He hasn’t been a positive 
player for three games in a row in ages. 

“Some adversity is good for us right now. It’s a recognition that it has to 
get better,” said Tippett. “We’ve had a good start — we’ve done some 
good things — but we have to get way better if we’re going to be a real, 
top competitive team. You’re going to go through some ups and downs. 
These downs show you how much you have to be better.” 

And if they don’t, then perhaps flip the channel over to a Calgary Flames 
game and watch how Daryl Sutter’s team plays. 

If you think you’re going to win a series against Calgary with the “pretty 
boys” approach the Oilers have adopted of late, you are sadly mistaken. 

The Flames team we’re watching will eat this Oilers' effort for lunch, spit 
them out in five games, and move on to the next victim. 

It has to get better, harder and more committed in Edmonton, or these 
Oilers are going to go down in history as Toronto West. 

Let’s see if they get it, the way their head coach does. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.06.2021 

1228641 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 5 Maple Leafs takeaways: Sandin carried off during 'gong 
show' in Winnipeg 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 6, 2021, 1:18 AM 

 

“A gong show.” 

That is how Auston Matthews described the spiraling debacle -- on the 
ice and on the trainers’ table - that brought the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
eight-game point streak on the road to a screeching halt on Sunday. 

Remaining Time -0:39 

Matthews on third period against Jets, 'it was just a bit of a gong show' 

Heading into this frigid weekend back-to-back in the northernmost 
outposts of the Central Division, Minnesota and Winnipeg, things had 
been going so swimmingly for the lads in Blue and White that the events 
of the past 48 hours served up a harsh reminder of some of the club’s 
weak spots. 

Let’s dig into a few takeaways from the Leafs’ 6-3 loss to the Jets on the 
night Winnipeg captain Blake Wheeler celebrated his 1,000th game. 

Referee Brad Meier might be wise to steer clear of Leafs Twitter for a 
minute. 

Here’s where the gong began to clang. 

With the score 5-3 Jets in the third period, Meier dinged both Matthews 
and Pierre-Luc Dubois for coincidental minors for this exchange: 

Matthews took the high road post-game, allowing only that he’d be 
leaving the rink with a sour taste in his mouth. 

Remaining Time -1:50 

Keefe on lack of penalties in third period and Maple Leafs emotional 
response 

“One of the best players in the world is in a situation that should be a 
power-play there,” said coach Sheldon Keefe, grabbing his sniper’s back. 
“That’s how it should work, and it didn’t. 

“On the very next shift, you get one of your guys carried off and there’s 
no call there. Should be a 4-on-3, a five-minute power-play in a two-goal 
game, and it’s not. I just felt at that point, we needed some response.” 

Through 26 games, the full health of the Maple Leafs' seven-man D 
corps was a lingering source of mild tension, as every night a deserving 
blueliner was getting scratched. 

Well, if Rasmus Sandin’s injury is as serious as it appeared, GM Kyle 
Dubas will be thankful he didn’t pull the trigger on a trade. 

Immediately after Sandin let a shot fly in the third period, Jets 
defenceman Neal Pionk clipped the 21-year-old with a knee-on-knee hit. 

No penalty was called on the play. 

Sandin left the ice with assistance from Wayne Simmonds and Ondrej 
Kase and did not return. There was no immediate update on his 
condition. 

“It looks to me like it’s a five-minute major. It’s a knee-on-knee. A guy 
gets carried,” Keefe told reporters postgame. “Obviously, [the officials] 
didn’t see it. I think if they see it, they probably would’ve called it 
differently. The league, I’m sure, will have a look.” 

The Pionk hit set the Leafs off, captain John Tavares admitted. 

So, we saw mild-mannered Jason Spezza lunge at Pionk’s head, and 
Wayne Simmonds chuck knuckles with Logan Stanley as the thing 
winded down to its messy conclusion. 

Power-plays on fire 

To be clear: When it came to the actual hockey portion of the hockey 
game, the more deserving side earned the two points. 

That's thanks, in large part, to Winnipeg’s reawakened offence, which 
struck thrice on the man-advantage. 

The Maple Leafs, too, looked dangerous on the PP, with Michael Bunting 
and Matthews both cashing in on clean shots. 

Matthews extended his goal streak to six games and is the first player to 
have four goal streaks of at least five games in a single calendar year 
since Brett Hull. 

Toronto has 16 power-play goals over its past 18 games, solidifying it as 
a weapon. Which is probably why Keefe believed a couple calls might’ve 
salvaged his club a point. 

Missing Marner 

Not unlike Tavares’s absence in the 2021 post-season, when you 
subtract Mitchell Marner from the Leafs lineup, the trickle effect exposes 
a lack of depth on the wings and on the PK. 

Spezza filled in admirably in Minnesota and on the man-advantage, yet 
the rejigged first line took on water against the high-powered Jets attack. 

With Pierre Engvall dropping to Spezza’s spot on the fourth line and Nick 
Ritchie moving to David Kampf’s line, that checking unit had a rough go 
dealing with Winnipeg’s speed. 
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The Leafs fed the home team’s transition game and exposed rookie 
goalie Joseph Woll to a rash of odd-man rushes. Plus, Marner’s instincts 
could’ve come in handy on the kill. 

“[Marner] is not a guy you can just replace,” Matthews said. “But we have 
a lot of belief in our group. No matter who I play with, I have confidence 
in every single guy out there.” 

Campbell or bust? 

The 3-0 career start of Woll is a lovely story. 

He’s a great, hard-working kid who has endeared himself to the big club. 

But until he stared across at Connor Hellebuyck and the Jets, Woll had 
only faced offences in the weaker half of the league: Sabres, Islanders, 
Sharks. Non-playoff teams, all of them. 

The likes of Wheeler, Dubois, Mark Scheifele, Kyle Connor, and Nikolaj 
Ehlers pumping 41 shots in your direction? 

That’s a whole other animal. 

Sure, Woll could’ve used more help in his own zone. But he let in six -- a 
reminder why Toronto spent millions on an NHL-proven backup over the 
summer. 

So… how’s he doing? 

Petr Mrazek lost 5-1 to Laval on Sunday starting for the Marlies in Game 
1 of his AHL conditioning stint, stopping 22 of the 26 shots he faced. 
Coach Greg Moore liked what he saw. 

“He looked good, didn’t look like he was hesitant. I thought he gave us a 
great effort and kept us in the game and a lot of mistakes and reasons for 
the pucks going in the net were on us,” Moore said. 

After 53 days between starts, Mrazek said he felt great despite the loss. 

“It’s good to get the action going and see the plays from the ice and how 
the game goes,” Mrazek said. “So, happy to be back and happy to see 
the action.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite what standings say, Flames see Golden Knights 
as best in West 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

December 6, 2021, 2:56 AM 

 

LAS VEGAS -- The Calgary Flames spent a portion of the weekend at 
the top of the NHL standings, but the way Darryl Sutter sees it, the Vegas 
Golden Knights are clearly the team to beat. 

Still. 

“Well, they’re the best team on paper,” said Sutter, following his team’s 3-
2 loss at T-Mobile Arena, where the Flames are now 0-for-7. 

“They’re clearly the best team out west, maybe other than the team that 
owns the Stanley Cup, if you look at it. 

“If you want to get out of (the West) you’re going to have to go through 
here. Or if you want to get in, you’re going to have to beat this team. 

“It’s not even that close, to tell you the truth.” 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The first two periods of Sunday’s game spoke to that, as the hosts 
controlled the play much the same as they have every single time the 
Flames have visited The Fortress. 

Never mind the fact Vegas sits fourth in the Pacific Division, it’s a club 
that is finally healthy again and poised to start rolling. 

Nothing like a home game against Calgary to ensure that. 

With William Karlsson returning to a lineup that also has Mark Stone and 
Max Pacioretty healthy again, the Knights posted seven high danger 
scoring chances 5-on-5 against the Flames in the first two periods. 

The Flames had none. 

Yet, the Flames trailed only 1-0 in a game Jacob Markstrom did well to 
keep his team alive. 

Fighting back from 2-0 and 3-1 down in the third, the Flames made a 
valiant attempt to steal a point after Andrew Mangiapane made it 3-2 with 
the goalie pulled and just under three minutes remaining. 

Matthew Tkachuk rang one off the crossbar in the final minute, making it 
the third time on the night they found iron in a losing cause. 

Sutter said he was happy with the effort in what he deemed an even 
affair, which is a generous assessment given how long it took the Flames 
to “find their legs” as Mangiapane put it. 

In a building in which the Flames had been outscored 27-6 in six 
previous meetings, this represented a baby step, of sorts, for a Calgary 
club that has demonstrated in many ways it’s on the cusp of a 
breakthrough. 

Waiting two periods before a big push demonstrated they’re not quite 
there yet. 

“It's good to have that little push at the end there, but we shouldn't be in 
that situation,” said Mangiapane, who has racked up all but one of his 17 
goals on the road, where the Flames are still a league-best 11-3-2. 

“It's better early on here that we get almost -- I don't want to say 
comfortable -- but know that we can come back from it. We've got to play 
the right way and chances will still be there for us and not to give up. 

“We've got to figure it out, how to win in this barn.” 

It's an issue every Flames fan is aware of, especially those who’ve been 
lucky enough to experience the noise, theatre and intimidating nature of 
the league’s toughest barn to visit. 

It helps that the team is consistently one of the NHL’s best, too. 

“Yep, 100%,” said Chris Tanev, whose club is still tied for tops in the 
West at 15-5-5. 

“You just look at what they've done the last few years. Obviously, Finals, 
Western Conference Finals, I think Western Conference Finals in the 
bubble again. They're very experienced, very skilled and they play fast 
and obviously that's the next step for us, is being able to come into 
buildings like this where it's a fun, hostile environment, but to be able to 
get points in these types of situations.” 

They came close, as a Rasmus Andersson breakaway deke had Robin 
Lehner beat, only to see his shot bounce off the netminder’s toe and the 
post before being cleared off the goal line with six minutes remaining. 

Playing their third game in four nights as part of a four-game western 
road swing, the Flames deserve credit for sticking with a system and 
style of play they know is capable of getting them back into games late. 

This was another baby step along the way for a Flames team continually 
proving they have the mindset, structure and goaltending to be a 
consistent enough team to battle with league leaders on any terms. 

Alas, Vegas is still their kryptonite, thanks, in part, to one of the only 
crowds in the league not affected by a significant drop in attendance. 
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A win here will eventually mark a monumental hurdle they'll overcome. 

They won’t get another crack until next season… unless the Flames' 
playoff fortunes can get them back to Sin City. 

“They’ve been a premier team in the West for years,” said Tkachuk, 
whose linemate, Elias Lindholm tied the game midway through before 
Evgenii Dadonov scored a minute-and-a-half later. 

“Different team, but coming here is still a tough place to play and most of 
their core has been there for a while. Great players that play hard in front 
of their goalie and played solid tonight -- didn’t give us much until the 
end.” 

Demonstrating just how resilient the Flames were, a Tkachuk double 
minor with eight minutes left in a game they trailed by two appeared to 
put the game out of reach. 

However, Andersson’s breakaway followed, as did Mangiapane’s goal 
and a flurry of late chances that bode well for the team’s confidence. 

Coming into the game with five straight road wins, the Flames will try 
starting another streak Tuesday in San Jose before returning home. 
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