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Canes defensemen Tony DeAngelo, Brett Pesce out of NHL COVID-19 protocol  

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes no longer have defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

The team said Wednesday that DeAngelo and Pesce have 
been cleared to resume hockey activities but will not join the 
Canes for their road games in Canada against Calgary, 
Edmonton and Vancouver. They could be with the team 
when it closes out its five-game road trip with a Dec. 14 
game against the Minnesota Wild. 

DeAngelo and Pesce joined defenseman Ethan Bear in the 
COVID protocol on Nov. 29, taking the Canes’ three right-
shot D-men out of the lineup. Under the NHL protocol, a 
player must go through a 10-day quarantine if testing 
positive. 

Bear tested positive Nov. 22 during the Canes’ previous road 
trip and went into quarantine in San Jose. He missed six 

games before being cleared and rejoined the lineup Saturday 
for the home game against Buffalo. 

DeAngelo and Pesce both quarterback power-play units and 
have been missed. DeAngelo ranks among the NHL’s points 
leaders among defensemen this season and Pesce is 
valuable in both running a power-play unit and in penalty 
killing. 

Cole draws $5,000 fine 

Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole was fined $5,000 for 
kneeing Winnipeg’s Mark Scheifele in the third period of 
Tuesday’s game, NHL Player Safety announced 
Wednesday. It was the maximum fine allowable under the 
CBA. 

Cole was assessed a five-minute major and a game 
misconduct after the play. 
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The Hurricanes realize how to fix their power-play problem. It’s simple, really 

By Chip Alexander 

Rod Brind’Amour should keep a video clip of the play handy 
for whenever the Carolina Hurricanes coach needs a visual 
reminder for a power-play meeting. 

It was in the final minute of the second period Tuesday 
against the Winnipeg Jets. The Canes, tied 2-2, were on the 
power play after Vincent Trocheck had been cross-checked 
by the Jets’ Josh Morrissey. 

In short, the Canes attacked the net and goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck in numbers. Seth Jarvis took a shot from the left 
circle that hit Hellebuyck in the chest. Jordan Staal, in front of 
the crease, whacked at the loose puck, then Nino 
Niederreiter. 

Jarvis, skating in on the backside, had an open net but 
couldn’t go backhand to forehand and score, but Martin 
Necas was open in the low slot to collect the puck and knock 
a shot past Hellebuyck. The Canes led 3-2 with 20 seconds 
left in the period and won win 4-2 as Trocheck added a 
second power-play goal in the third. 

When Necas scored, there were four Hurricanes players 
lurking around the net, crowding Hellebuyck. It helped that 
the Jets’ Paul Stastny had broken his stick, but the Canes’ 
goal was as much about numbers and simple persistence as 
taking advantage of a stick break. 

As the Canes’ Sebastian Aho put it, there was some real 
hunger involved by the five players on the ice — something 
missing during the Canes’ recent power-play woes. Or as 
Staal put it recently, the Canes needed to “create more 
havoc” in front of the goalie on the power play. That was 
there, too, on the Necas goal. 

During the Canes’ recent downturn, they went seven straight 
games and 17 power plays without scoring. They had not 
scored more than one power-play goal in a game since Oct. 
23 against Columbus. It was puzzling, given the Canes’ skill 
players, and hard for them to pinpoint the reasons why they 
struggled. 

The Canes missed defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brett 
Pesce, who quarterbacked the power-play units before 
entering the NHL COVID-19 protocol on Nov. 29 — the two 
were cleared Wednesday to resume hockey activities. But 
that was just a part of the problem. 

“Sometimes it’s a little overthinking and sometimes maybe 
it’s trying to look for something that’s not there,” Aho said last 
week. “Maybe we have to simplify that. Go to work and put 
the puck in the net.” 

Teuvo Teravainen gave the Canes a power-play score 
against Ottawa last Thursday, albeit in a 3-2 loss when 
Carolina was 1-4 with the man advantage. But no complaints 
from Brind’Amour after the game. 

“We only got one but I liked everything we were doing,” he 
said of the power-play execution. “We were in the zone the 
whole time, we were running around. Lots of scoring 
chances.” 

The Canes didn’t get a chance to build off that Saturday in a 
6-2 win over the Buffalo Sabres. Carolina did not draw a 
penalty, did not have a power play for the first time this 
season. 

A Trocheck hooking penalty quickly negated the Canes’ first 
power play Tuesday, but the center punched in a shot in 
front for his power-play score in the third as Jets defenseman 
Logan Stanley was slow to react. 

Aho, in a postgame interview Tuesday, was quick to mention 
special teams and praise the Canes’ penalty killing. The 
biggest kill came in the third period after defenseman Ian 
Cole was given a five-minute major and game misconduct for 
his knee-to-knee hit on Mark Scheifele. 

“It was nice to see the power play get two goals, too,” Aho 
added. 

It was just the third time this season the Canes had two or 
more power-play goals in a game. Carolina had two power-
play scores in the season opener against the New York 
Islanders, then went 3-6 against the Blue Jackets on Oct. 23. 

Did the Canes’ puck luck finally change against the Jets? 

“I don’t think it’s luck,” Aho said. “We’ve been trying to be a 
little more simple. Get pucks to the net.” 

And bodies And attack. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Calgary Flames 

When: Thursday, 9 p.m. 

Where: Scotiabank Saddledome, Calgary, AB 

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Cole fined $5K for hit Tuesday night 

By Chris Lea 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole was fined $5000 
by the NHL for his hit on Winnipeg's Mark Scheifele on 
Tuesday night. 

In the third period Cole's left knee rammed into Scheifele's 
knee and Cole was assessed a penalty. The Canes already 
had a 4-2 lead at the time of the hit, that ended up being the 
final score. 

"I don't see (Cole) extending the leg at all," Canes TV 
Broadcast color commentator Tripp Tracy said during the 
broadcast. "(Cole) is trying to finish with the shoulder. 
Scheifele changes his route at the last second." 

Tracy didn't agree with the penalty call at the time during the 
game. 

The $5000 fine is the maximum allowable fine under the 
current collective bargaining agreement. 

 

 

Preview: Canes at Flames 

By Walt Ruff 

CALGARY, AB. - When it comes to keeping the puck out of 
their net, nobody in the NHL does a better job than the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Calgary Flames. The league's 
number one and number two in goals against will meet this 
evening at the Scotiabank Saddledome, the Canes' second 
game of their five-game trip. 

When: Thursday, December 9, 9 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 17-6-1 (35 Points, 3rd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-2 Win over the Winnipeg Jets on 
Tuesday, December 7. 

Flames Record: 15-6-5 (35 Points, 1st - Pacific Division) 

Flames Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the San Jose Sharks on 
Tuesday, December 7. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Defense Wins Championships: The Canes have only allowed 
54 goals in their 24 games played, ranking them either first 
or second in the league's fewest goals allowed category for 
the majority of the season, to date. The club they've been 
flip-flopping with? The Calgary Flames, who have allowed 56 

in their 26 contests. Entering tonight Carolina ranks first and 
Calgary is second. 

Special Teams Emphasis: Penalties landed the Hurricanes in 
some hot water during Tuesday's win in Winnipeg, as the 
Jets were able to spoil their visitors initial two-goal lead with 
goals coming at four-on-four and then on the power play. 
Carolina was then also forced to kill off a five-minute major in 
the third. Calgary's power play is a top ten one, entering the 
evening with a capitalization rate of 23.9%. While that's 
impressive, their penalty kill has been even better, currently 
ranking fifth with 84.8% of penalties killed. One of the only 
four teams better when down a man? Carolina (87.0%). 

Putting Up Points In Pairs: Since American Thanksgiving 
(November 25) Nino Niederreiter has been putting a force for 
his club, totaling seven points in his last six games. Recently 
he's been skating on Sebastian Aho's wing and the two have 
been getting it done, each publishing back-to-back 
performances with multiple points. For Aho, his streak 
actually extends back to three games with multi-point efforts, 
registering seven points during that span. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei's next assist will be his 100th 
in the NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight and every game on this trip. 

Featured Merchandise Item of the Game: View tonight's item 
of the game on CarolinaProShop.com here! 
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Pesce, DeAngelo Out of COVID-19 Protocol 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes have taken 
another step back toward full strength today, as defensemen 
Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo are officially no longer in 
COVID-19 protocol. 

Both entered protocol on Monday, November 29 after having 
tested positive in Raleigh. At the time they joined fellow right-
handed defenseman Ethan Bear, who had to enter isolation 
exactly one week prior. 

Now that they are no longer in protocol, the two are eligible 
resume skating today in Raleigh.  

However, Canada requires a 14-day quarantine after a 
positive test. Due to that rule they will miss the Canes' 
upcoming games against Calgary, Edmonton and 
Vancouver. All three are set to take place between Thursday 
and Sunday. 

The team's next contests after that stretch are Tuesday, 
December 14 at Minnesota (ESPN+) and then Thursday, 
December 16 at home against Detroit. 

Important figures on the team's blue line, DeAngelo has 
been one of the top performing defensemen league-wide 
thus far this season. Prior to having to isolate, his 19 points 
in 19 games ranked tied for third among all NHL defenders. 
13 of those had come at even strength, which led the same 
category. He was doing so while ranking 131st in average 
time on ice (ATOI).  

Pesce has had a nice start to the season himself, 
contributing seven points in 15 games. Like DeAngelo, 
Pesce was crucial on the team's man advantage, with the 
two guiding a unit each from their position. His 21:22 
average time on ice rank second among the team, ranking 
only behind Jaccob Slavin.  

Carolina takes on Calgary tomorrow night at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome at 9 p.m. ET. 
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Super 16: Panthers remain No. 1; Rangers, Wild cilmb rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The New York Rangers moved up six spots, and the 
Minnestoa Wild climbed five in the NHL.com Super 16 power 
rankings this week. 

The Rangers, who won seven in a row before losing to the 
Colorado Avalanche 7-3 on Wednesday, are No. 2. The 
Wild, who will put their seven-game winning streak on the 
line Thursday at the San Jose Sharks, are No. 4. 

For the second straight week, the Florida Panthers are No. 1 
in the Super 16. The Carolina Hurricanes, who were knocked 
out of the top spot by Florida last week, fell three to No. 5. 

The Edmonton Oilers took the biggest fall, dropping six spots 
to No. 10.  

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected No. 1 was given 16 points, No. 2 
got 15, No. 3 received 14, and so on to No. 16, which got 
one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. FLORIDA PANTHERS (17-4-4) 

Total points: 217 

Last week: No. 1 

Aleksander Barkov returned Tuesday after missing eight 
games with a knee injury, but Panthers coach Andrew 
Brunette said the Selke Trophy-winning center "tweaked 
something," and he didn't play in overtime of a 4-3 loss to the 
St. Louis Blues. Barkov's status could be updated Thursday. 
The Panthers were 6-2-0 without him. 

2. NEW YORK RANGERS (17-5-3) 

Total points: 182 

Last week: No. 8 

The Rangers were 7-for-19 on the power play (38.6 percent) 
and 21-for-22 on the penalty kill (95.5 percent) during their 
winning streak; they were 1-for-5 (20 percent) and 4-for-5 
(80.0 percent) on Wednesday. They had won 11 of 12 
games since Nov. 8. 

3. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (16-4-6) 

Total points: 181 

Last week: No. 3 

Peter Laviolette is 52-19-11 (115 points) in 82 games as 
Capitals coach. He's the 19th coach in their history and the 
only one to win 50 of his first 82 games.  

4. MINNESOTA WILD (18-6-1) 

Total points: 175 

Last week: No. 9 

The Wild have won seven straight games with Cam Talbot 5-
0-0 with a 1.74 goals-against average and .951 save 
percentage. Kaapo Kahkonen won the other two, allowing 
four goals on 62 shots (.935). Kirill Kaprizov has scored 12 
points (four goals, eight assists) during the winning streak 
and the forward has scored 19 points (six goals, 13 assists) 
in his past 10 games. 

5. CAROLINA HURRICANES (17-6-1) 

Total points: 173 

Last week: No. 2 

Sebastian Aho has scored at least two points in three 
straight games (seven points; one goal, six assists). Vincent 
Trocheck has scored four points (two goals, two assists) in 
two games after he went the previous eight without a point. 
Carolina has won back-to-back games after losing three 
straight. 

6. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (16-5-4) 

Total points: 169 

Last week: No. 6 

The Lightning are on a four-game winning streak and a five-
game point streak. They have had four winning streaks of at 
least three games this season. 

7. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (18-7-2) 

Total points: 149 

Last week: No. 5 

Auston Matthews has scored 10 goals in a seven-game goal-
scoring streak. Mitchell Marner will be out 3-4 weeks with a 
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shoulder injury he sustained in practice Friday. The forward 
has missed three games. 

8. CALGARY FLAMES (15-6-5) 

Total points: 136 

Last week: No. 7 

Johnny Gaudreau has a four-game point streak (one goal, 
three assists) and a Flames-high 14 points (six goals, eight 
assists) in 11 games since Nov. 16. The forward leads 
Calgary with 29 points (10 goals, 19 assists) in 26 games. 
Matthew Tkachuk's assist on Gaudreau's goal in a 5-3 loss 
to the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday was the forward's 300th 
NHL point (121 goals, 179 assists). 

9. COLORADO AVALANCHE (14-7-2) 

Total points: 111 

Last week: No. 10 

Avalanche defensemen scored an NHL-high 25 goals in 22 
games before not scoring Wednesday. They scored 26 goals 
in 56 games last season. 

10. EDMONTON OILERS (16-8-0) 

Total points: 104 

Last week: No. 4 

The Oilers have lost three straight games, scoring five goals, 
after they scored 13 goals in three straight wins. Forward 
Leon Draisaitl is tied with teammate Connor McDavid for the 
NHL lead with 43 points. Draisaitl has 21 goals and 22 
assists. McDavid, Edmonton's captain, has 16 and 27. 

11. DALLAS STARS (13-8-2) 

Total points: 80 

Last week: No. 12 

The Stars have won eight in a row at home, where they are 
9-2-1 with a plus-16 goal differential (40-24). They have the 
best home power-play percentage in the NHL (30.3 percent). 

12. ST. LOUIS BLUES (13-8-4) 

Total points: 52 

Last week: No. 11 

Defenseman Justin Faulk and goalie Jordan Binnington have 
missed three games, and forward Tyler Bozak has missed 
four in NHL COVID-19 protocol. The Blues are also without 
forwards David Perron (upper body), Robert Thomas (lower 
body), James Neal (upper body) and Klim Kostin (upper 
body), and goalie Ville Husso (lower body). They played 17 
skaters (10 forwards, seven defensemen) against the 
Panthers on Tuesday. 

13. ANAHEIM DUCKS (14-8-5) 

Total points: 50 

Last week: No. 16 

The Ducks have a five-game point streak (3-0-2). Sonny 
Milano has a four-game point streak (three goals, four 

assists), including a goal in three in a row. Trevor Zegras has 
eight assists in a four-game streak. 

14. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (15-10-0) 

Total points: 47 

Last week: No. 13 

Max Pacioretty has scored a point in six straight games since 
returning from a lower-body injury that kept him out for 17 
games from Oct. 20-Nov. 22. He has scored nine points (five 
goals, four assists), including two game-winning goals, and 
has 32 shots on goal.  

15. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (12-8-5) 

Total points: 33 

Last week: NR 

The Penguins have scored 10 goals in their past two games, 
a 4-1 win at the Vancouver Canucks and a 6-1 victory at the 
Seattle Kraken. Forward Jake Guentzel (upper body) is week 
to week. He scored seven points (five goals, two assists) in 
those two wins and 19 (12 goals, seven assists) in a 13-
game point scoring streak since Nov. 13. 

16. BOSTON BRUINS (12-8-2) 

Total points: 28 

Last week: No. 15 

The Bruins had won four straight road games entering 
Wednesday, when they lost in a shootout at the Vancouver 
Canucks. Forward Brad Marchand was back in the lineup 
after missing three games serving a suspension. 

Others receiving points: Winnipeg Jets 9, Detroit Red Wings 
5, Nashville Predators 3  

Dropped out: Columbus Blue Jackets (No. 14) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Anaheim Ducks; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Minnesota 
Wild; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 
9. Dallas Stars; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. New York Rangers; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Washington Capitals; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Anaheim Ducks; 
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14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Vegas 
Golden Knights 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. New York Rangers; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Minnesota 
Wild; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Boston Bruins; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Minnesota Wild; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 
16. Nashville Predators 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Anaheim Ducks; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Boston Bruins 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 
14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Washington Capitals; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 

Minnesota Wild; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Anaheim Ducks; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Anaheim 
Ducks; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. Detroit 
Red Wings; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Minnesota 
Wild; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 
16. Winnipeg Jets 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. New York Rangers; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Minnesota 
Wild; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. Boston Bruins; 14. St. 
Louis Blues; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Anaheim 
Ducks 
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Islanders fan Moretz recalls getting booed during opener in Carolina 

By Lauren Merola  

Chloe Moretz may cheer "YES, YES, YES" on the daily, but 
during the New York Islanders season opener, all she could 
say was no. 

On "The Tonight Show," the actress told Jimmy Fallon that 
while filming in Asheville, North Carolina in October, Moretz 
drove four hours to PNC Arena to watch the Islanders' first 
game of the season against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Moretz, sporting her orange and blue Islanders sweater, was 
put on the jumbotron and immediately met with an arena of 
boos. The Hurricanes mascot Stormy approached Moretz 
and put a "Caniacs" t-shirt on her lap, which she left alone 
and shook her head "no" to. 

Moretz will always stay true to the orange and blue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaudreau and Calgary take on Carolina 

Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-1, third in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Calgary Flames (15-6-5, first in the Pacific) 

Calgary, Alberta; Thursday, 9 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Flames -119, Hurricanes -
102; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Johnny Gaudreau leads Calgary into a 
matchup with Carolina. He currently ranks eighth in the NHL 
with 29 points, scoring 10 goals and totaling 19 assists. 

The Flames are 4-2-3 on their home ice. Calgary ranks third 
in the Western Conference with 34.0 shots per game and is 
averaging 3.2 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 10-3-1 in road games. Carolina is third in 
the Eastern Conference averaging 3.3 goals per game, led 
by Sebastian Aho with 11. 

The matchup Thursday is the first meeting this season for 
the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Gaudreau has 28 total points for the 
Flames, nine goals and 19 assists. Matthew Tkachuk has 
four goals and six assists over the last 10 games for Calgary. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 16 total assists and has 27 
points. Jesperi Kotkaniemi has four goals and one assist 
over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Flames: 7-3-0, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.2 
assists, 3.2 penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while giving up 
two goals per game with a .931 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging three goals, 4.7 assists, 3.8 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals 
per game with a .903 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Flames: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 protocols), Jordan 
Martinook: day to day (lower body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-
19 protocols). 
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NHL Fines Hurricanes' Cole $5,000 for Kneeing 

By Mike Stephens 

There is a kneeing epidemic sweeping across the NHL.  

Days after the NHL's department of player safety suspended 
Winnipeg's Neal Pionk two games for intentionally kneeing 
Toronto's Rasmus Sandin, George Parros is back at it again, 
this time handing down a $5,000 fine to Carolina's Ian Cole 
for laying an inadvertent knee on forward Mark Schiefele 
during Tuesday's contest between the Hurricanes and Jets.  

The fine is the maximum allowable under the CBA, and the 
first given to Cole since he was forced to pay $5,000 in April 
of 2018 for tripping.  

This is not new behavior from Cole. In fact, the veteran 
defender has quietly built up a history of troubling knee-
related infractions over the past few years.  

The 32-year-old's rap sheet features two particularly 
dangerous hits within recent memory, one to the Islanders' 
Brock Nelson on Dec. 18th, 2018, and the other to the 
Ducks' Devin Shore on Mar. 4th, 2019, evading suspension 
and supplemental discipline on both occasions.  

Cole's repeated urge to use his knee as a weapon makes 
today's lenient ruling all the more peculiar, especially given 
that it comes so soon after Pionk and Jason Spezza were 
given two- and six-game suspensions, respectively, for knee-
related incidents.  

Once again, NHL player safety stands as a shining bastion of 
consistency.  
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Calgary Flames: Game Preview 

By Sarah A  

Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-1) @ Calgary Flames (15-6-5) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 25 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

Scotiabank Saddledome — Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

The season is still sort of young, but one look at the Pacific 
Division shows that things aren’t exactly lining up the way 
hockey experts predicted. Rather than another year with the 
Vegas Golden Knights running away at the top of the 
standings, they’re struggling to even stay in a wild card spot. 
The Anaheim Ducks, who were predicted to be at the bottom 
of the standings, currently hold the number two spot in the 
division.  

And the Calgary Flames? They’re tops in the Pacific and 
second in the Western Conference. Last season, they 
finished fifth in the all-Canadian north division, and if you’d 
plunked them and their 55 points down in any other division, 
they wouldn’t have fared any better. (For reference, the 
Hurricanes had 80 points last season).  

The Flames are being led by a resurgent Johnny Gaudreau 
and Elias Lindholm, and a breakout performance from 
Andrew Mangiapane. Even Milan Lucic is getting in on the 
fun with seven goals so far this season. Goaltender Jacob 
Markstrom has looked practically unbeatable at times, with a 
goals against average of 1.83, so good luck scoring on him.  

Before the game starts, let’s see how the two teams match 
up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Flames 

Record 17-6-1 15-6-5 

Goals/Game 3.29 3.15 

Goals Against/Game 2.25 2.15 

Shots/Game 33.50 34.38 

Face Off Win % 54.2% 49.9% 

Category Hurricanes Flames 

Power Play % (Rank) 20.8% (12th) 23.9% (8th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.0% (3rd) 84.8% (5th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.89% 54.26% 

ES PDO 102.02 102.11 

PIM/Game 10:10 09:02 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jacob Markstrom 

Record 12-5-0 10-5-4 

Save % .927 .937 

GAA 2.05 1.83 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Dan Vladar 

Record 4-1-1 5-1-1 

Save % .904 .928 

GAA 2.41 2.10 

Game Notes 

 Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce are officially out of 
COVID protocol, but will be unable to travel to 
Canada to rejoin the team. They’ll miss this game, 
as well as the subsequent games against 
Edmonton and Vancouver.  

 Flames forward Andrew Mangiapane is having a 
monster season. The only players in the league with 
more goals than him? Leon Draisaitl (21) and Alex 
Ovechkin (20). Auston Matthews and Chris Krieder 
are tied with Mangiapane with 17 goals. 
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 Five of Mangiapane’s goals have come on the 
power play. But even more interesting is the 
home/away split: all but one of Mangiapane’s goals 
have come on the road.  

 Sebastian Aho has points in three consecutive 
games.  

 This is the first time this season the Hurricanes 
have played Calgary. The next game is January 7.  

 The Hurricanes last played the Senators on 
December 14, 2019, in a 4-0 win. All of the goal 
scorers are no 

 longer on the Hurricanes: Brock McGinne, Dougle 
Hamilton, and Warren Foegele. 

 Freddie Andersen is 9-3-2 against the Flames in his 
career. Antti Raanta is 5-3-2 over his career.  
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Three Losing Streaks Solidify the Basement 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Washington Capitals: 38 Points (16-4-6) 

The Washington Capitals defeated the Anaheim Ducks in a 
shootout on Monday, which was their first overtime or 
shootout win of the season. Before this, they were 0 for 5 in 
overtime and 0-1 in shootouts. The Caps are also happy to 
have T.J. Oshie back. The forward has played consecutive 
games for the first time since October. He recorded an assist 
on Monday which was his first point since Nov. 20 against 
the San Jose Sharks. His return bolsters the Caps' top six 
which has been extremely thin this season. 

More positive news for the Caps on the injury front, both 
Nicklas Backstrom and Connor Sheary have been cleared 
for contact and have rejoined team practices. Backstrom is 
still recovering from a hip injury that bothered him during the 
playoffs last season. Backstrom declined to have surgery 
and opted for rehab and has yet to play this season. He 
previously had hip surgery in 2015 and hadn’t had any 
issues until this offseason.  

2. New York Rangers: 37 Points (17-4-3) 

The Rangers are without starting goaltender Igor Shesterkin, 
who is currently on IR but is likely to only miss two more 
games. Shesterkin has appeared to carry the Rangers this 
season and has emerged as the Vezina Trophy favorite early 
into the season. Backup Alexandar Georgiev has struggled 
this season with a .876 sv% and a 3.58 GAA in six starts. 
Tuesday night he performed admirably for the Rangers with 
a .926 sv% stopping 25 of the 27 shots he faced to earn his 
third win of the season. Any win with Shesterkin out is going 
to be a big success for the team. 

The other big news out of last night’s game was Jacob 
Trouba’s hit on Jujhar Khaira, which knocked out the 
Chicago Blackhawks player before he hit the ice. No penalty 
was called on the ice outside of the fights that broke out after 
the hit so it's time to spin the wheel of punishment at the 
Department of Player Safety. If it's like Connor McDavid’s 
and Vincent Trocheck’s are going to draw major penalties, 
which they should if there is violent contact to a player’s 
numbers, you have to call a penalty here. When the point of 
contact is the head, even when a player’s head is down, 
there should be a penalty. The NHL is looking at these hits 
like the NCAA looks at targeting. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 35 points (17-6-1) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have now won two games in a row 
for the first time since Nov. 20, when they beat the Los 
Angeles Kings. The Canes struggled with the loss of three 
starting defensemen to COVID but have looked much better 
with Ethan Bear returning. While the Canes still miss Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo, Jalen Chatfield and Maxime 
Lajoie have emerged as capable NHL defensemen. While 
both deserve to have more ice time than a seventh 
defenseman there should be no reason either of these guys 
rides pine while Brendan Smith plays regular time. 

Lajoie and Chatfield are the top possession defensemen this 
season each having a 66% Corsi. Yes, they have the 
smallest sample size, but if they didn’t fit in at the NHL level 

they would be getting picked apart. Brendan Smith ranks 
sixth on the team in Corsi with 56.1%. Lajoie and Chatfield 
are both top three in goals for with 66.66% and 75% goals 
for respectively. Looking past the analytics, they’re faster and 
more dynamic. Smith’s shortcomings also showed 
themselves on the second goal against which was on the 
penalty kill where he was in no man's land while Pierre-Luc 
Dubois was able to go between the legs deflection to tie the 
game. 

The other area where it is apparent is speed. There was a 
moment in the last game where Smith had a shot blocked 
and had a head start down the ice and was almost beaten by 
a Jets player for a breakaway. This was something that also 
happened in the Ottawa Senators loss. Smith does bring a 
great physical play to the team and the locker room really 
seems to love his presence. He should be with the team, but 
he should be played sparingly. There’s no need to take either 
Chatfield or Lajoie out of the lineup for him unless there is a 
back-to-back scenario. Regardless of the callups this season 
he should play the seventh defenseman role.  

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 29 Points (12-8-5) 

Jake Guentzel has continued his great season and was 
named the NHL’s Third Star of the Week. The forward has a 
13-game point streak that includes 12 goals and seven 
assists. The 13-game point streak is the longest for the 
Penguins since Pascal Dupuis had a 17-game streak in the 
2011-2012 season. His 27 points are the most on the 
Penguins with Evan Rodrigues sitting nine points behind him 
for second place. Only one forward plays more minutes than 
Guenzel, Sidney Crosby. 

Two players who have struggled this season are Jason 
Zucker and Casey DeSmith. DeSmith played in his fifth 
game of the season Monday against the Seattle Kraken. He 
earned his first win of the season, and it was the first time 
that he let in under three goals this season. Heading into the 
game his 4.32 GAA was the bottom 10 in the league. Zucker 
has played on the second line all season but has struggled to 
produce consistently. He earned his first point in seven 
games with an assist in Seattle which marks his 10th point in 
24 games.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 26 Points (13-11-0) 

Most of the reactions to the Seth Jones trade this offseason 
centered around the draft picks in the deal, but 21-year old 
defenseman Adam Boqvist was also sent to Columbus. 
Already just 17 games into the season he has already set his 
career-best in goals with six, already two more than his other 
seasons. His nine points are on pace to set his career-high 
points which was last season with 16 points in 35 games with 
the Blackhawks. His six goals are fourth in the NHL and the 
best on the team.  

Boqvist has two multi-goal games in the last six that he has 
played. He is doing this while playing sheltered minutes with 
62.7% offensive zone starts. However, it’s not just all on 
offense. He is leading the team in both Corsi with 51% and 
relative Corsi at 7.0. He looks comfortable in the system, and 
he should make strides to move up the lineup when an 
opportunity arises.  
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6. New Jersey Devils: 23 Points (9-9-5) 

Reality may be starting to set in for the New Jersey Devils, 
who have now lost their fourth game in a row and have a 2-
6-3 record in their last 11 games. After an offseason that saw 
them make key signings, the Devils had aspirations to 
compete for a playoff position but sit six points out of the 
second wild-card position in the Eastern Conference with an 
uphill battle ahead. This isn’t a bad position for the Devils 
who are making strides to get out of the basement of the 
league, they will just need time for their younger players to 
develop in a competitive environment. 

The Devils made their splash eight-year signing of Jack 
Hughes last week and their captain Nico Hischier is just 22-
years old. This season has also seen the emergence of 
rookie Dalton Mercer whose six goals and 14 points both 
rank fifth in the league for rookies. Mercer has been 
centering the third line which means that Michael McLeod at 
23-years old is the oldest center on the Devils. They have a 
great young formation but lack depth and defense to really 
have them ready to compete night in and night out.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 20 Points (8-11-4) 

After losing an eighth game in a row, the Philadelphia Flyers 
fired head coach Alain Vigneault Sunday night. The move 
also means that assistant coach and former St Louis Blues 
head coach Mike Yeo has been named the interim head 
coach. The move didn’t make an immediate impact as the 
Flyers lost Monday by a score of 7-4 which also marked the 
second straight game that they let up seven goals. The nine-
game losing streak has pushed them to seventh in the 

division only ahead of the New York Islanders who have 
played three fewer games.  

Philadelphia came into the season with lofty goals and 
expectations to not just make the playoffs but contend for a 
Stanley Cup. Now they look like the Eastern Conference’s 
version of the Vancouver Canucks and will have some tough 
decisions to make moving forward. Ownership and upper 
management have been very impatient which led to the firing 
of a GM and coaches. Will they finally bite the bullet and 
acknowledge that it's time for a rebuild. 

8. New York Islanders: 17 Points (6-10-5) 

The postponement of three games for the New York 
Islanders was to stop the ongoing outbreak in the team. 
However, it could have also been an opportunity for the 
Islanders to stop their eight-game skid. However, that has 
not been the case. They lost 11 games in a row before 
beating the Ottawa Senators last night. They now have a 1-
6-3 record in their last 10 games.  

The toughest part about their slump is the fact it's not just 
one thing. The Islanders don’t have an easy answer for 
getting right. They have had a long road trip to start the 
season that was marked with a COVID outbreak and a 
couple of key injuries. They have had zero consistency in the 
lineup and even now without the COVID losses, they are still 
without key pieces in Ryan Pulock, and Brock Nelson. they 
need time to gel as a group and actually start to build 
momentum, just look at the Penguins. It took them a couple 
of games to get moving after they fully recovered from early 
injuries/COVID. They hope that the win against the Senators 
can be a real turning point in the season. 
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About Last Night: Canes defeat Jets 4-2 in hard-fought matchup 

By Talia Goodman 

The Carolina Hurricanes were back on the road Tuesday 
night as they faced the Winnipeg Jets in a homecoming for 
rookie Seth Jarvis and a brotherly matchup for Andrei 
Svechnikov.  

A quick start and a first  

Jaccob Slavin started the game off with a bang, netting his 
first goal of the season just 30 seconds into the first period. 
Svechnikov opened up the scoring chances early, with two 
quick shots in the first few seconds, but it was Slavin who 
was able to capitalize on a double-screen five-hole 
opportunity. With 47 shots taken so far this season, Slavin 
was finally able to light the lamp and open the scoring.  

The Canes dominated in every sense of the game during the 
first 20 minutes. They led the Jets 15-5 in SOG, were able to 
produce a goal and were additionally able to create chances 
and turnovers left and right.  

Special teams have a (mostly) successful night 

The Canes had to kill off just one penalty in the first period, 
but they were able to use it to their advantage. Carolina held 
the second-best PK unit in the league before the game, and 
it showed during those two minutes.  

During that first kill, there were a plethora of shorthanded 
chances, which is no surprise for the Canes, but being able 
to utilize the loss of a man on the ice is a talent that can be 
the difference maker between a win and a loss.  

They did allow one goal while shorthanded, but after four 
penalty kills, the Jets were simply able to adjust to their 
gameplay and score one on the man-advantage. The same 
was true of the Canes power play, though, as the last goal in 
the second period took place on the power play before 
Carolina scored another on the man advantage in the third.  

All in all, a few mistakes were made, but it was a good night 
for the special teams.  

Jarvis comes home  

Rookie Seth Jarvis returned home to Winnipeg for the first 
time in his NHL career and he did not disappoint. Late in the 
second period, Jarvis notched an assist on Martin Necas’ 
goal that gave the Canes a 3-2 lead going into the third 
period.  

“Apart from my first game, this was the coolest moment of 
my career so far,” Jarvis said.  

This was an important play, and having upwards of 22 of his 
friends and family in attendance was an incredible audience 
for a game-altering moment. This was Jarvis’ 10th point of 
his rookie season in 16 games played.  

A little brotherly competition 

Andrei Svechnikov faced off against his brother, Evgeny 
Svechnikov, for the first time this season— but that’s not the 
only reason this could be classified as a special occasion for 
the Svechnikov brothers. For the first time in their NHL 
careers, both of the Svechnikov’s parents were in attendance 
for the game.  

Andrei may not have made his way on the scoresheet, but 
he was constantly creating chances and was an underlying 
presence that led Carolina to last night’s win.  

Aho and Necas able to score at both ends of the second 

Sebastian Aho was able to net another early goal, just over a 
minute into the second period. It was initially challenged for 
goaltender interference by Winnipeg, but the call on the ice 
stood and the Canes were able to extend their lead by two 
goals and have a chance on their first opportunity on the 
power play. 

Carolina’s power play was ranked 17th in the league before 
last night’s game. Despite the 18.9% success rate and their 
inability to score during their first shortened power play, 
Martin Necas was able to score a go-ahead goal with 20 
seconds remaining in the second period.  

This was a big momentum booster, as the Canes had just 
allowed two goals in a row during that period, so ending it on 
a good note was crucial to the win.  

Cole kicked out, Canes persist  

Slightly under eight minutes into the third period, Ian Cole 
was given a five-minute major penalty and a game 
misconduct for kneeing Mark Scheifele. With Cole being a 
major penalty kill presence, this was a substantial loss. The 
Canes penalty kill persisted without him and Carolina was 
able to kill off the major.  

Holding a two goal lead, the Jets pulled Hellebuyck with 3:05 
remaining. Nevertheless, the Canes persisted and were able 
to hold the Jets off and take the win 4-2.  

What’s next?  

The Carolina Hurricanes (17-6-1) continue their five-game 
road trip in Calgary on December 9 at 9pm ET, as they take 
on the 15-5-5 Flames at the Scotiabank Saddledome.  
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256429636.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256425401.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/cole-fined-5k-for-hit-tuesday-night/20024617/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-flames/c-328775388 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/pesce-deangelo-out-of-covid-19-protocol/c-328787380 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-december-9/c-328795150 

https://www.nhl.com/news/islanders-fan-moretz-recalls-getting-booed-in-carolina/c-328798268 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-alberta-canada-f3911507f56745afbe186e1427717811 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-fines-hurricanes-cole-5000-for-kneeing 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/9/22825671/carolina-hurricanes-calgary-flames-game-preview-broadcast-notes-how-to-watch 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/8/22823584/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-three-losing-streaks-solidify-the-basement 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/8/22823538/about-last-night-canes-defeat-jets-4-2-in-hard-fought-matchup 
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'Mac's is back' with 30 teams making up holiday tournament 

 

Todd Saelhof 

 

It’s bigger than ever before. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’ll be more competitive than ever, too. 

But most importantly, says Jesse Hale … 

“The Mac’s is back,” said the tournament GM. “And we couldn’t be more 
thrilled.” 

Indeed, the Mac’s International Hockey Tournament returns after last 
year’s hiatus due to the coronavirus pandemic bigger and — hopefully — 
better than ever as an annual staple of the Calgary Christmas sporting 
scene. 

On Wednesday at The Westin, Hale and his crew unveiled the blueprint 
for this year’s event, which includes more teams — 30 in all, featuring the 
addition of Canadian sport school clubs — using a fourth venue, moving 
back the schedule, streaming games and initiating digital ticketing. 

“With the time off, we wanted to make sure that we looked at it and 
improved it as much as we could,” Hale said. “And we’ll do that every 
year (including prioritizing the comeback of the female division).” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Just the fact that it’s returning is impressive enough given the logistics of 
an international tourney during these unprecedented times. 

But they have come back big, alright, beginning with a Dec. 27 start 
rather than the usual Boxing Day puck-drop, allowing for the players — 
remember, they’re all 18 and younger — to have more time with their 
families over Christmas and giving the international clubs — four in all, 

including the Hungarian under-18 national team — more time to travel 
through myriad restrictions at the border. 

“I don’t think we got close to cancelling it,” said Hale, when asked if the 
tourney was ever in jeopardy of being scrapped for a second-straight 
year. “But obviously, with the fourth wave (of COVID) coming, there were 
lots more questions and lots more protocols had to be put in place. We 
were diligent to make sure we understood the rules and talking with the 
airlines and what had to happen that way. We did want to make sure the 
American teams could come. If we ever got to a spot if they couldn’t or 
Hungary couldn’t   — which we were pretty confident they would be able 
to — we would’ve maybe shifted down to (the usual) 25 teams. We 
wanted the competition to still be high.   

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“We weren’t just going to backfill with other teams just to make sure we 
weren’t watering down. We’re happy with the competition level we have 
with all the groups coming in.”   

A team from Russia was set to attend until it was determined that a 
vaccine being applied there isn’t approved here in Canada. 

And a half-dozen American sides were on the agenda until travel issues 
kept all but the San Diego Saints, the Chicago Mission and the St. Louis 
Junior Blues from making an appearance this year. 

“It’s just exciting to have the international flavour,” Hale said. “That’s a big 
part of the Mac’s. It’s something that this year was a challenge, but we 
managed to get four teams in from outside of Canada. I think in the future 
you’ll see six-plus teams.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Perhaps the largest coup, however, is getting the sport school squads on 
board for this year’s edition. 

Eight teams from the 17-program Canadian Sport School Hockey League 
will — finally — showcase their wares at the Mac’s. Included is 
Springbank’s Edge School U18 Prep club to feature even more local flair. 

“People want to see the best on best and how they stack up,” said Hale 
of a process that included discussion with WHL scouts. “I think it’s going 
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to bring a lot of fans here who’ve wanted to see that for a long time. I 
think the games are going to be really close. Just because they’re a sport 
school doesn’t mean they’re going to be superior or inferior, so we’ll see 
how that shakes out.” 

The first face-offs go at 10 a.m. on Dec. 27 — with the defending 
champion Calgary Buffaloes challenged by the Prince Albert Mintos at 
Max Bell Centre and Yale Hockey Academy tested by the Fort 
Saskatchewan Rangers at Father David Bauer. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

For the first time, Tsu ut’ina Nation’s Seven Chiefs Sportsplex will host 
games, joining the traditional surfaces at Max Bell — which is ready to go 
now after recent renovations — Father David Bauer and Flames 
Community Arenas. 

It all wraps up with the championship finale at 4 p.m. on Jan. 2 — one 
day after the usual finish date — at Scotiabank Saddledome, following 
the Western Hockey League affair between the Medicine Hat Tigers and 
the host Calgary Hitmen (1 p.m.). 

“We’re excited about it,” said Buffaloes bench boss Brent Harrison, who 
guided his charges to the 2019 title. “Obviously being the defending 
champs makes it a special event for us. We don’t have any returning 
guys from that team that won it, but we’ve got a new group of guys that 
are coming together pretty good.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Calgary Flames, meanwhile, are the city’s top team in the 2021-22 
Alberta Elite Hockey League’s U18 AAA division with a 13-4-4 start to the 
season. They stand atop the South Division, while the loop’s best side is 
the one-loss Fort Saskatchewan Rangers — the 16-1-2 leaders of the 
North Division and another of the nine AEHL U18 AAA programs making 
their way to the Mac’s. 

All 67 games will be streamed live at www.hockeytv.com, and digital 
tickets are available now online. 

“Currently we’re following all facility-mandated guidelines, so we’re going 
to do whatever each facility wants us to do,” Hale added. “We’re trying to 
educate the fans that we do want you to pre-buy your tickets so we’re not 
causing big line-ups with the added scan-ins and (protocols).” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

tsaelhof@postmedia.com 

http://www.twitter.com/ToddSaelhofPM 

 

GATORADE POOL 1 

Calgary Buffaloes (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Edge School (CSSHL) 

Fraser Valley Thunderbirds (BCEHL U18 AAA) 

OHA Penticton (CSSHL) 

Prince Albert Mintos (SMAAAHL U18) 

COCA-COLA POOL 2 

Okotoks Bow Mark Oilers (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Delta Hockey Academy U17 (CSSHL) 

Regina Pat Canadians (SMAAAHL U18) 

San Diego Saints (USA Hockey) 

St. Albert Raiders (AEHL U18 AAA) 

SAPUTO POOL 3 

Airdrie CFR Bisons (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Hungarian U18 national team (IIHF) 

Lethbridge Hurricanes (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Northern Alberta Xtreme (CSSHL) 

Vancouver Northwest Hawks (BCEHL U18 AAA) 

McSWEENEY’S POOL 4 

Calgary Northstars (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Fort Saskatchewan Rangers (AEHL U18 AAA) 

St. Louis Junior Blues (USA Hockey) 

Greater Vancouver Canadians (BCEHL U18 AAA) 

Yale Hockey Academy (CSSHL) 

ADRENALIN SOURCE FOR SPORTS POOL 5 

Calgary Royals (AEHL U18 AAA) 

RINK Winnipeg (CSSHL) 

Mississauga Reps (Greater Toronto Hockey League) 

Saskatoon Blazers (SMAAAHL U18) 

Vancouver Northwest Chiefs (BCEHL U18 AAA) 

TOURISM CALGARY POOL 6 

Calgary Flames (AEHL U18 AAA) 

Chicago Mission (USA Hockey) 

OHA Edmonton (CSSHL) 

RINK Kelowna (CSSHL) 

Warman Wildcats (SMAAAHL U18) 
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Sutter-coached Flames aim to avoid three-game skid 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

We know this about Darryl Sutter — he doesn’t like to lose, let alone drop 
two in a row. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

So a string of three straight setbacks, something the Calgary Flames are 
trying to avoid in Thursday’s homecoming, would certainly leave the 
skipper seething. 

As depth forward Brad Richardson put it recently: “He expects every 
night is a must-win game.” 

“I just think you have no choice but to be at your best,” Richardson 
added. “He’s not scared to move guys around or take you out of the 
lineup or whatever if you’re not going to play well. He’s very honest with 
you, which you respect as a player when a coach gives you a straight-up 
answer. And he just demands that you be at your best and there are no 
nights off.” 

Tuesday turned out to be an off-night for the Flames. 

For a half-dozen of ’em anyway. 

This well-travelled troupe capped its latest sojourn with a 5-3 loss to the 
Sharks in San Jose, and Sutter didn’t sugar-coat his assessment of a 
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“really rough” outing for the blue-line brigade — sorted by pairs, Noah 
Hanifin and Rasmus Andersson, Oliver Kylington and Chris Tanev, Nikita 
Zadorov and Erik Gudbranson. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“The six defencemen played like an exhibition game. Disappointing,” 
Sutter said with a scowl. “Missing nets, missing assignments, turning 
pucks over. They have to be better than that.” 

This is somewhat uncharted territory for the 2021-22 Flames. 

The first time, you could argue, that their back-enders have cost them a 
game. This was, indeed, a clunker — from bone-headed penalties and 
coverage breakdowns to costly line changes and off-target outlet passes 
— but when you consider that the defence core was such a major 
question mark as this season approached, it’s a sliver of good news that 
this wasn’t much a topic of discussion until the second week of 
December. 

The first time that they have returned from an extended road-trip with just 
mediocre results to show for their travels. They mixed two wins and two 
losses on this latest junket, a respectable record but not the sort of 
wagoneering we’d witnessed on their previous two getaways. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

What the Flames must steer clear of now is their first string of three 
straight regulation losses. They will have their hands full Thursday as 
they host the Carolina Hurricanes (7 p.m. MT, Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 
960 The Fan), the only other crew with double-digit victories away from 
their own rink. 

“They’re a good road team, so we have to be ready for that,” said 
alternate captain Sean Monahan as his team prepared for two-game pit-
stop at the Saddledome, where they are 4-2-3 so far. “But it’s nice to play 
in front of our home fans for the next little while. 

“This little homestand we have coming up, it’s going to be exciting, and I 
think the fans deserve some good hockey.” 

The fans deserve it. 

Sutter, who has guided this squad to a 15-6-5 start, will demand it. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“Darryl does a great job of getting us ready for each game and making it 
feel like each game is huge,” Hanifin said prior to the loss to the Sharks. 
“We’re never complacent. There are always things in our game that we 
can improve on, or from the last game there are things that we can be 
better at. He definitely addresses that with us and for our group, we 
never feel too comfortable or complacent. We’re always trying to improve 
in different areas.” 

Certainly, there will be room for improvement after Tuesday’s stinker. 
(With a couple of spare defencemen on the roster in Juuso Valimaki and 
Michael Stone, there could also be lineup tweaks against the 
Hurricanes.) 

A two-time Stanley Cup champion and stickler for details, Sutter has a 
reputation as an expert button-pusher. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s always about winning that next game on the schedule. That’s 
probably what he had in mind when his ripped his rearguards during his 
post-game presser in San Jose — it was already too late to dodge a 
defeat to the Sharks, but they’d catch wind of his comments and be 
determined to show better two nights later. 

“He makes winning the most important thing,” said veteran forward Milan 
Lucic. “He does everything and prepares to give us the best chance to 
win. That’s all his focus goes into, whether it’s pumping us up or focusing 
on a weakness or focusing on a strength of ours. He does a really good 
job of motivating so that you are ready to play. 

“And he makes every game really important.” 

Like this next one. 

“We’ve said before, the best teams don’t lose too many games in a row,” 
Flames Backlund said prior to a late-night flight out of San Jose. “It’s a 
challenge for us here to come home, play two hard games and hopefully 
come out with some wins.” 
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A 'rough night' on the blue line, Dan Vladar stumbles, and more thoughts 
on the Flames' second straight loss 

 

Hailey Salvian12-16 minutes 12/8/2021 

 

It was pretty clear what the issue was during Tuesday night’s loss to the 
San Jose Sharks. At least to head coach Darryl Sutter, and he didn’t 
mince words on the subject. 

“Our defence had a really rough night,” he said. “The six defencemen 
played like it was an exhibition game. Disappointing.” 

There were many moments over 60 minutes that we could point to as 
troubling. But the blue line’s struggles were particularly on display over 
eight minutes of the second period when the Sharks scored three goals 
to turn the Flames two-goal lead into a one-goal deficit. On each goal, we 
can identify a mistake or misplay by the Flames that the Sharks 
capitalized on. 

First, as the Flames power play expired, Erik Karlsson jumped out of the 
box, and seemingly snuck behind both Erik Gudbranson and Noah 
Hanifin, who got caught sleeping on the play. Karlsson made no mistake 
on the breakaway, going five-hole on Dan Vladar. He may not be the 
Norris Trophy-winning Karlsson of 2012 and 2015, but he’s still someone 
you could keep an eye on. 

The second goal in this window — the Sharks’ third of the game — 
wasn’t all that bad, given it was a nice redirect from Logan Couture on 
the power play. We could point to Chris Tanev not checking Couture’s 
stick on the play. However, it was the play that led to the man advantage 
that was more problematic. Nikita Zadorov was called for cross-checking 
on a seemingly nothing play, with the puck nowhere near Jasper 
Weatherby. And as you can see below, the puck ended up in the corner. 
What was Zadorov doing with the cross-check? Not sure. 

Sutter called it an “unnecessary penalty” that led to “an easy goal” 
against that came only 10 seconds into the Sharks’ power play. 

Finally, on the game-winning goal, we can see Erik Gudbranson make a 
good play to take the puck away from Tomas Hertl. However, he failed to 
clear the puck, which ended up on Alexander Barabanov’s stick. Vladar 
made the initial save on Barabanov’s shot, but he kicked it right to Hertl 
who scored his second of the game. 

After that, Adin Hill, who had been strong up to that point, made sure the 
Flames couldn’t get back in the game. And the Sharks would seal it with 
an empty netter — Hertl’s third to complete the hat trick. 

Now, you could argue that the Flames deserved a better fate, 
considering they outplayed the Sharks for stretches and were better in 
every metric. Calgary had more shots on goal (43-27), they out-chanced 
San Jose by a wide margin (69-43), had more high danger chances (16-
10) and had the higher expected goals rate (61 percent). 

Ultimately it doesn’t really matter how good your underlying numbers are 
on nights like this. Hill was better than Vladar. The blue line struggled. 
And sure, the Flames largely outplayed the Sharks, but for that eight-
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minute stretch in the second period, they did not. They blew a 3-1 led, 
and it sunk them. 

Here are nine more thoughts on the 5-3 loss in San Jose. 

2. In between the postgame comments about the struggling defence, 
Sutter also mentioned the goaltending: “Our goaltender needs to be 
better than theirs,” he said. 

Well, Vladar was not better than Hill on Tuesday night. 

In his first regulation loss of the season, Vladar let in four goals on 26 
shots, and seemed to struggle controlling his rebounds (like on the 
second Hertl goal), and didn’t do a great job tracking the puck through 
traffic. It was probably the first time he’s looked human after a great (5-0-
1) start to his Flames career, posting two shutouts and was among the 
league’s best by save percentage and goals-against average. 

Hill, on the other hand, stopped 40 of 43, and made several key saves in 
the second period to keep the Flames lead at two, which then helped 
give the Sharks the momentum to get back into the game. As mentioned, 
Hill then shut the door on a Flames’ third-period comeback, stopping all 
15 shots he faced in the final 20 minutes. 

For Vladar, his body of work (albeit small) has been strong enough that 
we should think this is just an off night. 

3. After sweeping a back-to-back against the L.A. Kings and Anaheim 
Ducks to kick off their Pacific Division road swing, it appeared like the trip 
would be an unquestionable success for the Flames. Now, it’s not so 
positive. 

The Flames will return to Calgary with four of eight possible points from 
the four-game trip, with back-to-back losses. The loss to Vegas, while an 
important measuring stick, wasn’t a bad game per se, but pair it with a 
“disappointing” loss to the Sharks on Tuesday and it’s not a great way to 
end a “measuring stick” road trip within the division. 

The Flames did win their first two games in Southern California, so I 
wouldn’t say the trip was all bad. To keep perspective, Calgary still leads 
the division with 35 points, and sits in the upper echelon of the league’s 
rankings. But I certainly wouldn’t call it a totally successful road trip as 
the record within the Pacific now sits at 2-4-1. 

4. On a more positive note, Adam Ruzicka scored his first NHL goal on 
Tuesday night in his second game of the season and fifth career game. 

FIRST GOAL FEELS!   

Adam Ruzicka scores his first career @NHL goal!   
pic.twitter.com/2je5ygtriR 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) December 8, 2021 

Although Tuesday’s game started at 4:30 a.m. in Ruzicka’s native 
Slovakia, he said he had several messages about his milestone goal, 
evidence that his family and friends had stayed up for the game. 

“A great feeling for me and for my family watching from back home,” he 
said. “But I’m pretty upset that we lost this one.” 

Sutter smiled when asked about his rookie’s goal: “It’s good,” he said. 
“Everybody remembers their first goal, good for him.” 

Tyler Pitlick is still out day-to-day with an upper-body injury. Dillon Dube 
is back on the wing, so is Richardson. If he continues to look solid on the 
fourth line, Ruzicka has a chance at sticking around for more than a cup 
of coffee. Then again, I wouldn’t be surprised to see him back in Stockton 
in the coming days or weeks, you never really know with Sutter. 

Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk. (Richard Mackson / USA Today) 

5. What more can be said about the Flames’ top line, who have gotten so 
much spotlight to start the year? 

Matthew Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm have made up, 
in my opinion, the best line in hockey this season. Gaudreau leads the 

team with 29 points in 26 games, which also ranks eighth in the league, 
Lindholm has 11 goals and 26 points. While Tkachuk is just behind a 
point-per-game pace with 11 goals and 22 points. 

A playmaker, a sniper, and a power forward — it’s been a perfect 
grouping of skills that have led to a league-leading 65 percent of the 
expected goals this season among lines who have played 150 minutes. 
And they have the top actual goals rate (86 percent), outscoring 
opponents 19-3. Their 19 goals for is second in the league, only behind 
Washington’s Tom Wilson, Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov line. 

Clearly, they have the offensive production, but they’ve been great 
defensively too with the fewest goals against, again, among lines that 
have played at least 150 minutes. Part of that can be explained by their 
puck possession numbers — it’s hard to score against then when you 
don’t have the puck — and the solid goaltending behind them — they’re 
being backed by a 97 percent save percentage. But, both Gaudreau and 
Tkachuk have made noticeable strides in their defensive games. While 
Lindholm has always been reliable in his own zone, and should probably 
be getting more Selke attention than he’s had in recent years. 

The line scored the opening goal on Tuesday, and it was a near-perfect 
example of what makes them work so well. 

Here, you can see Lindholm goes in with a great forecheck. Tkachuk 
follows for support and makes the between-the-legs feed to Gaudreau, 
who shows off his hands in tight for his 10th goal of the season. On this 
goal, each player brings something different to the table, and on any 
given game that can change. Tkachuk could be the goal scorer, 
Gaudreau could be the playmaker. And that’s what makes this one of the 
most consistently impactful lines in the league. 

6. Sutter reunited the duo of Milan Lucic and Dillon Dube Tuesday night, 
and they looked pretty good, as expected. Lucic and Dube formed a solid 
connection in 2019-20 and always seem to play well together. That was 
especially true in the bubble, where their line with Sam Bennett was one 
of the best, most impactful lines, for the Flames. 

On Tuesday, they picked up their chemistry right away. Dube opened the 
scoring from a Lucic pass and had several other scoring chances 
throughout the game. Their line, centred by Sean Monahan, was 
deployed the most of any line with just over 13 minutes at five-on-five. 
They generated the most shot attempts (20), and most expected goals, 
while also generating four high danger chances, second only to the 
Lindholm line. 

7. Speaking of Dube, the Sportsnet regional broadcast mentioned that 
the Flames were 11-0 when Dube scores a goal. It’s a pretty extreme 
example, but it definitely highlights the importance of secondary scoring, 
given Dube has spent most of his time in the middle-to-bottom-six. We 
can make that record 11-1 now. 

8. The Flames are the first team in the league to have four (or more) 
players hit at least 10 goals this season. 

That’s some solid top-end scoring depth for the team, not many people 
may have predicted to start the season. 

Juuso Valimaki. (Charles LeClaire / USA Today) 

9. On Tuesday afternoon, the Flames recalled Juuso Valimaki from the 
Stockton Heat after he’d been sent down on Friday. 

“He’s gotta play games,” Sutter explained last week. 

Valimaki played two games with AHL Stockton on the weekend in a top-
pair role with special teams minutes. He picked up three assists on the 
pair of appearances. But, if the goal was for him to play, why is he back? 

Oliver Kylington missed Tuesday’s morning skate, and while Sutter 
seemed to downplay his absence, perhaps there was concern about his 
availability for the game. Kylington ended up playing in the game, so 
Valimaki was not needed. 
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There’s been no indication yet if Valimaki will be sent back to Stockton. 
But given the defensive struggles, especially on the third-pair, there’s a 
decent chance he could head back to Calgary with the team. He might 
need to play, but why not make it NHL games? He can’t be worse than 
what we saw Tuesday night. 

10. I made a joke about this on Twitter during the game, but it’s hard to 
overlook Hertl’s performance, and not think about his potential availability 
at the trade deadline. 

Tired: Tomas Hertl scoring two goals against the Flames. 

Wired: Tomas Hertl having a good audition for the Flames. 

— Hailey Salvian (@hailey_salvian) December 8, 2021 

Hertl, a pending unrestricted free agent, has been unsure about his 
future with the Sharks. While the team may hope to change his mind, 
according to Pierre LeBrun, there has been no extension talks at this 
point, which means Hertl will certainly be at the top of most trade bait 
boards come the March deadline. There’s a lot to like here for the 
Flames. Recency bias (his hat trick on Tuesday) tells us he can score 
goals. He’s also a legitimate 1C who won’t cost as much as someone like 
Jack Eichel. That the Flames went so hard after Eichel would indicate the 
team’s interest in adding another strong centre to the group. 

Hertl would likely cost the Flames a pick and a top-end prospect, one 
who is close to being NHL ready. Calgary would also need to move out 
some money to make that work, as they currently have $1.63 million in 
deadline cap space, according to Cap Friendly. While Hertl makes 
$5.625 million. There’s also the question of, do you give up someone like 
Valimaki, or Jakob Pelletier — off to a great start to his pro career — for 
a deadline rental if you can’t guarantee he re-signs? And if he re-signs, 
who’s extension are you cutting into? Because the Flames, ideally, have 
Tkachuk, Gaudreau and Mangiapane to lock in this summer. All that said, 
Hertl would give the Flames another skilled player in the middle six, and 
improve their centre depth. 

It’s only December. So we have plenty of time before the deadline to dig 
into the most attractive pieces for the Flames to look at, but Hertl is 
definitely top of mind for me. 
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Game Night: Edmonton Oilers hope to stop the bleeding 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

EDMONTON OILERS 16-8-0 vs BOSTON BRUINS 12-8-1 

Tonight, 7 p.m., TV: SportsNet, Radio: 630 CHED 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Edmonton PP: 32.0% (1st) PK: 84.2% (7th) 

Boston PP: 25.4% (6th) PK: 84.8% (6th) 

POINTS LEADERS 

Edmonton 

Leon Draisaitl GP 24 G 20 A 21 Pts 41 +14 

Connor McDavid GP 24 G 16 A 25 Pts 41 +9 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins GP 24 G 2 A 18 Pts 20 +3 

BOSTON 

Brad Marchand GP 18 G 9 A 15 Pts 24 0 

David Pastrnak GP 21 G 8 A 11 Pts 19 0 

Patrice Bergeron GP 21 G 8 A 10 Pts 18 2 

RIGHTING THE SHIP 

At this point, after three consecutive losses in which they were outscored 
13-5, the Edmonton Oilers are just trying to stop the bleeding. They got 
off to a great start this year, but have been nothing but a .500 team in 
their last 14 games (7-7). The lifeblood of their season has been special 
teams, but the power play isn’t going and the penalty kill gave up four 
goals in the last two losses. With some fierce opposition in the horizon, 
they need to get this figured out before things really turn sour. – 
Tychkowski 

ABOUT THE BRUINS… 

Be prepared for a chess match. The Bruins have been held to two or 
fewer goals in five of their last seven games heading into Wednesday 
night in Vancouver. They can also lock it down though, holding their 
opponents to two or fewer in four of those seven games and going 3-3-1. 

The Bruins will be coming to town for the second of back-to-back games 
after Wednesday’s tilt in Vancouver. It’s a scenario that hasn’t agreed 
with them this year. In two of the three previous times it’s happened they 
were shut out (3-0 against Carolina and 4-0 against Calgary). 

The Bruins are dealing with a non-COVID-19 related illness that is 
sweeping through their locker room. Charlie Coyle, Matt Grzelcyk and 
Tomas Nosek all missed practice for the second straight day on 
Tuesday. Charlie McAvoy missed their last game with the same flu. So it 
will be a somewhat weakened group that hits the ice Thursday night. 
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MATHESON: Oilers need more from supporting cast like Minnesota Wild 

So, after starting 9-1 this season, and going 7-7 the last 14? Who are the 
real Oilers? 

 

Jim Matheson Edmonton Journal 

 

The Edmonton Oilers have been down this road before in 2016, where 
they came out of the blocks like Usain Bolt and his long legs, then they 
go and look like stumpy Danny DeVito and his short ones. So quick starts 
and stumbles. 

The Oilers, who finished with 103 points, were 7-1 after eight games five 
years ago, and suddenly 9-8. There was a three-game losing streak and 
five straight without a win where they looked awfully ordinary before 
getting their game back. 

So, after starting 9-1 this season, and going 7-7 the last 14? Who are the 
real Oilers? 

“That’s what a good start gets you. It buys you time,” said Oilers captain 
Connor McDavid, with the Oilers now 16-8. “It buys you a little bit of a lull. 
Obviously we need to figure it out but I remember, maybe my second 
year, we kind of did the same thing where we got off to a great start and 
played .500 for probably a month or two and then got back on a roll.” 

Here’s some observations with the pogo-stick Oilers: 

1. Markus Niemelainen’s stock has gone up in his four games since his 
recall because he’s a hitter (15 since he left Bakersfield), he gets in the 
way with his six-foot-five frame, and Philip Broberg initial burst of 
success, also big minutes (21:29 vs Arizona and 23:34 against Vegas), 
has worn off. Niemelainen needs work on his puck-moving but you can 
coach that. Broberg has played 10:25 and 10:18 his last two games. 
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2. They could really use a two-way centre with some major checking 
chops, and also some offensive pop like Minnesota’s Joel Eriksson Ek. 
He plays higher up the ladder with the Wild because they don’t have a 
McDavid or a Leon Draisaitl, but the Swede is the model for what the 
Oilers need in a third-line C — very strong two-way game, plays with 
sandpaper, he’s drawn 18 penalties. 

3. The Oilers power play, which could be counted on for a goal a game 
through the first 20 games, often a tide-turner or a comeback into games 
after a bad start, hasn’t looked quite so lethal the last four. They’ve gone 
1-for-13 with the only score Draisaitl in Seattle last Friday. It’s become a 
tad predictable, looking for the one-time shot — pass, pass, pass with 
their pitch and catch skill — usually a shot off the flank, although they did 
work it into the high slot against Minnesota, a different wrinkle. 

4. The Wild, poster boys for running four lines, do not have a regular 
forward who plays less than 10 minutes a game. The Oilers have five — 
Devin Shore, Kyle Turris, Brendan Perlini, Colton Sceviour and Tyler 
Benson. More balance, but then we’ve been talking about that forever, 
right? Teams that win consistently also score five-on-five, from top to 
bottom. Ryan Hartman has 12 ES goals in Minnesota, Marcus Foligno 
has eight, Rem Pitlick five. These are essentially role players. 

5. Evan Bouchard had an up-and-down game against the Wild, but he’s 
gone from a guy who was an after-thought last season with 14 games, 
mostly taxi-squad, to a clear top 4 D. He’s played the most minutes on 
defence (519, albeit Nurse missed six games with a broken finger), and 
the most short-handed 72.45. He has 15 points and he’s played all of 
14:29 on the PP, so no gravy stuff. He should be getting more PP work. 
His shots get through. 

6. There aren’t a lot of offensive options on RW but Kailer Yamamoto has 
to do more to stay in the top six. No hits, no shots, no points against the 
Wild in a very quiet 13 minutes alongside Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins. 
Fewest minutes since Game 3 (10 minutes) against Anaheim. In his last 
three games, no points, no shots. In his last seven games, five shots on 
goal. High marks for his ability to steal pucks and survive at his size but 
you can’t play on a second line when there’s no offence. 

7. They can talk infinitum about the the Oilers being more than McDavid 
and Draisaitl, but outscored 13-5 over the last three games, they have 
just one goal (Nurse) that the big guns weren’t in on. Until they get 
support scoring like the Wild gets support scoring, the storyline won’t 
change that they are a Two-Man Team with some help from Jesse 
Puljujarvi, Zach Hyman and Nugent-Hopkins. 

8. Coaches prepare game plans, they’re not supposed to be offering up 
rah-rah speeches pre-game on starting strong and blowing the doors off 
opposing teams. Giving up the first goal three times in the first 121 
seconds the last games is on the goalie as well as the team but it’s high 
time the Oilers started walking the walk after talking the talk about 
starting games better. 

8. Mikko Koskinen has an admirable 12-4 record and he’s certainly held 
the fort and won games with stellar play with Mike Smith out with a bad 
ankle for almost two months. But his save percentage is .907 in a league 
where .915 is about average. Part of the Koskinen drop-off is having to 
play behind the young D, but there’s still this tendency to give up early 
goals. 
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OILERS NOTES: Edmonton power play losing some of its magic 

After an 0-for-5 goose egg in Tuesday’s 4-1 loss to the Minnesota Wild, 
the power play has one goal in its last 16 chances and has been held 
scoreless in six of the last nine games 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

Zach Hyman #18 of the Edmonton Oilers looks for an opportunity against 
goaltender Cam Talbot #33 of the Minnesota Wild during the second 
period at Rogers Place on December 7, 2021 in Edmonton. 

You don’t need to connect a lot of dots to understand why the Edmonton 
Oilers are in a three-game losing streak and a pedestrian 7-7 in their last 
14. 

Their power play, which was the lifeblood of that 9-1 start (an astounding 
14-for-28), is wrestling with a slump of its own, so the usual five-on-four 
bailouts haven’t been coming. 

After an 0-for-5 goose egg in Tuesday’s 4-1 loss to the Minnesota Wild, 
the power play has one goal in its last 16 chances and has been held 
scoreless in six of the last nine games. 

Have teams figured out a way to stop what seemed unstoppable in 
October? You know coaches are pouring all of their energy into shutting 
down Edmonton’s power play, and when a team has success at it, the 
film gets around fast. 

“As you go through the season, teams do a pretty good job of scouting 
you, but you can try some different things,” said head coach Dave 
Tippett, who chalks most of it up to a temporary shooting funk. 

“We’ve had some chances, we’re just not capitalizing on the way we 
were earlier in the year. You have to keep pounding away at it. 

Given that the Oilers are 4-4 when they don’t score a power play goal 
and 12-4 when they do, this is kind of a big deal. 

“We had a long stretch where they were going in and obviously this is 
one where they aren’t going in,” said Oilers captain Connor McDavid. 
“We have to continue to do the right things on the power play. Work hard, 
get pucks back and they’ll start to go in.” 

Special teams always produce in ebbs and flows, so droughts like these 
are going to happen. It’s obvious the power play guys know what they’re 
doing, they’ve been top of the league for three years, so you have to 
assume they’ll be back around the 30-per cent pace in short order. 

“There are certain things we need to do better and clean up,” said Leon 
Draisaitl. “But I have all the trust in the world in our group on the power 
play. We’ll get back to it.” 

This does illustrate, though, that the Oilers, have become too heavily 
reliant on their power play – a design flaw that needs to be changed by 
playoff time, where five-on-five play normally rules the day. 

They’ve been outscored 56-49 at even strength for a minus seven ratio 
that is worst among all Western Conference playoff teams and ahead of 
only Seattle, Chicago and Arizona. 

It’s great to have the luxury of a quick-strike power play that few 
opponents can match, but the last couple of weeks show what can 
happen when the even-strength foundation isn’t solid enough. 

“Our power play has won us games, rightfully so, they’re elite and that’s 
what a power play is supposed to do,” said Zack Kassian, adding teams 
rarely click in all three facets at the same time. 

“You’re not going to have the number one PP, the number one PK and 
be number one five-on-five. There are going to be areas you have to 
improve. That’s why you play 82 games. 

“In our league it’s tight five-on-five, you’re not going to score goals every 
night. It’s a hard league. But do we have to find ways to score five on 
five? Definitely.” 

AGAIN WITH THE STARTS 
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Slow starts have become a dead horse lately, but it needed to be 
whipped again Wednesday when the Oilers fell behind 1-0 for the 12th 
time in their last 15 games. 

They’re falling behind so early it’s a wonder the Zamboni driver isn’t 
getting a second assist (49 seconds against Seattle, 2:01 against LA and 
1:11 against Minnesota). 

“That’s one of the things that’s hurting us right now, “ said Draisaitl. 
“You’re always playing from behind and it’s easy for teams to keep us to 
the outside. There’s no point for them to open up the game or give us an 
outnumbered rush. We have to have better starts for sure.” 

DON’T FREAK OUT 

It’s been a sharp emotional U-turn for fans in Edmonton when the Oilers 
transitioned from that red hot start into a mini slump, but the players are 
making it a point not to get caught up in the waves. 

They’ve all learned from experience that surfing the highs and lows and 
letting your last game dictate your psychological well-being is a dead end 
street. 

“You’re going to lose hockey games,” said Kassian. “Trust me, we don’t 
want to lose three in a row. You go into a season you don’t want to lose 
two in a row. You don’t want to lose one. But that’s the way the game 
goes sometimes. 

“We’re stuck in a rut. But that’s why you play 82 games. It all equals out. 
We want to end the season on a high note and get in the playoffs and 
from there it’s a brand new season. But right now we’re facing a little bit 
of adversity.” 
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Lowetide: Tyson Barrie’s contract and skill set make his Oilers future 
uncertain 

 

By Allan Mitchell Dec 8, 2021 

 

Edmonton Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie is enjoying another 
productive offensive season. His point total (3-10-13 in 24 games) isn’t 
trending like a year ago when he led NHL defenders in points but the 
puck mover is delivering offensively. 

Barrie’s status with the team is secure for now; he plays significant even 
strength minutes and is the primary power play performer. 

The possible issues for him as an Oilers player are twofold: A less 
expensive player (Evan Bouchard) duplicates his skill set and Barrie’s 
cap hit ($4.5 million) may be needed elsewhere on the roster beginning 
next year. 

A third factor, and a key one, is that Barrie is one of the very few roster 
players in Edmonton who has trade value, in part because he can be 
replaced internally and doesn’t own a no-trade or no-movement clause in 
his contract. 

Barrie vs. Bouchard 

Barrie’s cap hit next season is guaranteed to be $2.8 million more than 
Bouchard’s even if the younger player maxes out on his bonus dollars. 
Barrie will do well offensively this season and should post better numbers 
than Bouchard, although the younger man (4-11-15 in 24 games) has the 
edge currently. 

Looking at deployment, Bouchard is already playing more at even 
strength and it would seem it’s only a matter of time before he takes over 
the power play role from Barrie if the current results hold. 

Evan Bouchard 

430 

1.67 

16 

7.36 

Tyson Barrie 

392 

1.07 

81 

4.46 

Bouchard’s even strength offence is eye-popping and he’s doing it while 
playing as a regular on the first and third pairs. He ranks No. 15 across 
the league in points per 60 at even strength among defencemen who 
have played 150 or more minutes. His power play minutes don’t qualify 
him for ranking but it’s clear he will post big numbers as a regular with 
the man advantage. 

For an organization that may have to make a decision on Barrie, having 
Bouchard in pocket is a great luxury. The advantage for Bouchard 
extends beyond offence, and it’s likely Bouchard will take over as the full-
time right-handed defenceman on the top pairing before the playoffs. The 
tale of the tape at five-on-five with and without captain Connor McDavid 
is a tell. 

Evan Bouchard 

10-4 (71.4) 

7-12 (36.8) 

Tyson Barrie 

8-9 (47.1) 

9-10 (47.3) 

The less expensive player who is under contract through the summer of 
2023 is enjoying a more productive season with the captain. Barrie’s 
talents are clear but are not superior to Bouchard. 

The question isn’t Barrie’s worth, but rather his worth to the Oilers in the 
seasons to come (his contract ends in the summer of 2024). 

Puck IQ 

The Puck IQ site allows us to see how things are going in specific areas 
of the game, including deployment against elites and with the best 
players on the team. In Edmonton’s case, if a player is on the ice at five-
on-five with McDavid, it’s an elite shift for and against most nights. Here 
is each man with and without McDavid and against elites, mid-level and 
lowest levels (“gritensity” at Puck IQ): 

Barrie-McDavid 

Elite 

62 

44 

Bouchard-McDavid 

Elite 

56 

48 

Barrie-McDavid 

Mid-level 
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38 

56.7 

Bouchard-McDavid 

Mid-level 

52 

52.4 

Barrie-McDavid 

Gritensity 

54 

65.2 

Bouchard-McDavid 

Gritensity 

48 

68.4 

Bouchard holds his own in each of the metrics and is slightly better with 
the captain against elites. Note: These are extremely small samples and 
shouldn’t be used as a hammer in any conversation. I’ve  

Published them to show a positive trend for a young player who is still 
proving himself to the coach. 

Barrie and the 2022-23 Oilers 

If the NHL dropped the cap tomorrow or the 2022-23 cap increased by 
several million, Barrie would be an easy player to retain. Even with 
duplicate skills on the roster, Holland could keep both men until an 
opportunity to optimize trade value on one or the other player presented 
itself. 

That is not the case. Barrie is expensive but also good at what he does 
and a player with trade value. That makes him vulnerable. 

If we look at next year’s team, assuming a small cap increase, the 
decisions facing management come into view. 

The projection places Edmonton just under the cap ($518,000) with just 
22 players for 23 roster spots. A quick glance identifies two things: First, 
there’s plenty of work to do, including goaltending and centre. 

Second, and most importantly for Barrie, there are very few players who 
both carry significant cap dollars and have enough actual value to be 
included in a trade. Barrie is one of them. 

Trade options 

Edmonton has several restricted free agents to sign in the summer, 
notably wingers Jesse Puljujarvi and Kailer Yamamoto. Puljujarvi is 
heading for a big payday if he continues on his current pace (25 goals is 
possible). 

There will be roster construction, specifically in goal. The organization 
can’t start the offseason with no cap money, so there has to be a plan to 
offload at least one player. 

There are just three players who could be in play for a trade. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins has a cap hit of $5.125 million and he’s signed 
through the summer of 2029. He can play wing or centre and is a power 
play master. However, he isn’t an even strength driver, the length of the 
contract makes him more difficult to deal and he’s a valued veteran of 10-
plus years with the franchise. It’s unlikely he will be dealt over the 
summer. 

Zack Kassian has a $3.2 million AAV deal that runs through the summer 
of 2024. His level of play and roster spot makes dealing him a tough sell, 
although his rugged style and some skill make him a player who could be 

moved with a sweetener. A buyout, bringing a saving of $2.5 million for 
2022-23 via PuckPedia, is also possible. 

Jesse Puljujarvi will sign his next deal in the summer of 2022, I estimated 
between $4-5 million AAV and that’s going to be difficult for Edmonton to 
satisfy. The problem, seen recently with the Ethan Bear trade, is that 
organizations can’t afford to develop quality players and send them away 
as they reach their peak. The NHL career path looks like this: 

• Development (time-consuming and risky, players who get past this 
stage have high value); 

• Productive and cost-effective (from NHL arrival as a regular through 
end of restricted free agent seasons at age 27); 

• Full-price seasons and reduced effectiveness after age 30. 

Puljujarvi is in the second phase now, his career arc has many seasons 
at his current level (he is 23) or higher. He is going to see a major 
upgrade in annual cap hit. It’s vital to get him signed next summer, and 
that means someone is heading out of Edmonton from the current roster. 

Tyson Barrie has a duplicate talent on the roster in Bouchard, does not 
have a no-trade deal and has enough value to be an attractive option for 
another NHL team. Bouchard is spending more time with Nurse on the 
top pairing at five-on-five and is deployed on the penalty kill. Bouchard’s 
last step is taking over the power play minutes, and coach Dave Tippett 
used Bouchard 3:19 on Tuesday (Barrie 5:57) and those minutes could 
be flipped if the team continues to struggle with the man advantage. 

The play on Barrie 

Holland traded Bear instead of signing him, making the decision that 
needs elsewhere were more severe and the future dollars should be 
spent elsewhere. 

It’s possible Edmonton deals Puljujarvi in front of his big contract but it’s 
a risky move and Holland would have to find another quality right winger 
to replace him. The odds of him both winning the Puljujarvi deal and 
replacing him adequately in one summer are poor. 

The play here is Barrie out, Puljujarvi signed and Bouchard manning the 
power play, penalty kill and on the top pair with Nurse in 2022-23. 
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Canucks 2, Bruins 1 (SO): Proving a point, pocketing points in a playoff-
style battle 

 

Ben Kuzma 

Publishing date:Dec 08, 2021 

 

Bad memories can stick like gum on your shoe. 

Good luck trying to scrape the mental residue of getting beat up by a 
good club that deploys a top line that hits you like a hammer. 

Bruce Boudreau knows that painful feeling. 

While running the Minnesota Wild bench, he watched the high-octane 
Boston Bruins trio of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak torch his club in three one-sided meetings.   

On Jan. 8, 2019, there was a 4-0 loss in Boston where the line combined 
for six points. On April 4 of the same year, the Wild were blanked 3-0 on 
home ice with Pastrnak delivering the final blow. And on Feb, 1, 2020, 
the Wild were hammered 6-1 at home with Marchand and Pastrnak 
combining for five points. 

Thirteen days later, Boudreau was fired. 
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“They’re pretty good,” the new Vancouver Canucks coach said 
Wednesday before puck drop. “They’ve kicked my butt a few times.” 

Which, of course, brought up the obvious matchup question: How do you 
defuse that bomb? 

“We’ll probably have one or two lines on against them all the time,” said 
Boudreau. “We’ll try to get a defence pair out against them all the time — 
that’s probably the easiest thing to do.” 

It was also the right thing to do in a playoff-style battle that ended in a 2-1 
shootout victory as J.T. Miller scored on a forehand deke and Bo Horvat 
went top shelf. It came after Quinn Hughes and Tanner Pearson were 
denied in overtime along with Pastrnak, while Tyler Myers hit the post. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“It was the effort,” Boudreau said post game about the collective effort. 
“They get a 5-on-3 goal and we lose a defenceman (Travis Hamonic 
lower-body injury in the second period) and basically down to three lines 
after a while. We had three penalties in the third, but it was just the 
determination and the will to win is a great attribute. 

“Hopefully, they are starting to get it. When you’re starting to sell 
something and if it doesn’t go right, that message (hope) goes out the 
window pretty quickly. You win every game and you feel better.” 

Here’s what we learned as Brock Boeser also scored for the Canucks 
and Bergeron  for the Bruins: 

Vancouver Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers (57) checks Boston Bruins 
forward Nick Foligno (17) in the second period at Rogers Arena. 

HANDLING MATCHUP HEAT 

The main task to thwart the Bergeron line fell to Bo Horvat between 
Jason Dickinson and Nils Hoglander to present a speed and grit quotient. 
Luke Schenn and Myers were tabbed for the back-end assignment for a 
down-low size presence with Oliver Ekman-Larsson sidelined. 

The strategy worked. 

The Production did have a combined 15 shots in regulation time, but it 
didn’t score at even strength, which was a feather in the shutdown cap. 

“They know how to get open for each other and you have to limit their 
time and space as much as possible,” said Myers. “You have to stay 
disciplined against them. They have a lot of chemistry, not only 5-on-5, 
but on their power play. We have to be aware for sure.” 

Said Boudreau: “I thought Horvat’s line did a tremendous job. They were 
out against them every shift except two and I think 5-on-5 they didn’t 
have a lot of great chances. They played above them all the time and not 
giving them the 30 second great shifts that they’re used to. We talked 
about not letting them score from the high-slot area.” 

Demko celebrated his 26th birthday in style by showing early and often 
that these are the type of games he thrives in. 

There was his neat glove snag off an Eric Haula cross-ice feed, followed 
by taking away enough of the net on Oskar Steen before bailing out 
Conor Garland, who made a blind suicide cross-ice pass in his own zone 
for a scoring chance. 

And on a third-period penalty kill, Demko got enough of a Marchand shot 
from the side to keep the Bruins from drawing even before Bergeron 
would tip a Pastrnak power play shot to the top corner to make it 1-1. 

Vancouver Canucks forward Tanner Pearson (70) collides with Boston 
Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman (1) in the first period at Rogers Arena. 

The No. 6 power play versus the No. 32 penalty kill could have been a 
recipe for disaster. 

It turned into one of the critical points of persistence when the Canucks 
not only killed off a second-period interference minor to Myers, they 
nearly delivered the kill shot. 

Tyler Motte and Miller worked so well in tandem that Motte had two shots 
go just wide, including the second one off a dangle and dish by Miller. 
Dickinson then had a chance as the penalty expired. 

The Bruins did respond when Eric Haula was sprung on a breakaway 
and deked Demko to draw even, but the play was offside. 

The Canucks then opened scoring on the power play. With Marchand in 
the box, it was Boeser neatly redirecting a Miller pass in the bumper slot 
position. The winger had not scored in 13 games and now has two in his 
last two outings. 

“To get a couple is big and means a lot for my confidence,” said Boeser, 
who had four shots and eight attempts. “Bo has been in that (bumper) 
spot a lot and I’m just trying to continue to learn and be better as we go 
here. It’s making sure we’re communicating the whole power play and 
Millsy made a nice pass.” 

Boudreau did mention there were a number of mistakes, but the manner 
in which the Canucks are being accountable to understand their 
shortcomings — and not berating teammates — is a show of 
accountability growth. 

Boston Bruins left wing Taylor Hall (71) keeps his eye on the puck as he 
fights for control of the puck with Vancouver Canucks defenceman Quinn 
Hughes (43) during first period NHL action in Vancouver, Wednesday, 
December 8, 2021. 

As Myers warned, the Canucks didn’t stay out of the box and Bergeron 
connected on the 5-on-3 opportunity. 

“If someone makes a bad play, or turns the puck over, we’re holding 
each other accountable and don’t necessarily need to be down on guy,” 
added Boeser. “It’s picking each other up and being supportive of each 
other. We’ve really come together the last few games and tonight was 
another great step for us. We have to continue to play hard and play 
together.” 

Hughes added that the heightened work ethic, coupled with back-to-back 
wins on home ice for the first time this season, has instilled what every 
club needs to have. 

“There’s a sense of belief that we’re just going to keep going here” said 
Hughes, who logged 28:32 and had four shots and a dozen attempts. “I 
had a really good look in overtime and I don’t know how he stopped it, 
but it doesn’t matter now. It was a good pass by Bo and we both knew 
what we were trying to do there and maybe I slip one 5-hole.” 

Hughes also got 1:21 of penalty kill time, something he wanted to help 
silence the doubters that he can’t effectively defend. 

“It means a lot,” he said. “I’m trying to round out my game and I’m tired of 
hearing that I’m just an offensive defenceman. The knock is I’m not very 
good defensively, and I’m not as good as some guys and that’s the 
reality, but it’s something I can build into my game.” 

Boston Bruins right wing Craig Smith (12) fights for control of the puck 
with Vancouver Canucks centre Elias Pettersson (40) during first period 
NHL action in Vancouver, Wednesday, December 8, 2021. 

However, Forbes is reporting that no teams decreased in franchise value 
despite playing before empty arenas and not pocketing fan and 
advertising dollars. 

The Canucks had the smallest increase in value with a 14 per cent rise, 
which placed their worth at US$825 million to rank 14th overall. Over the 
last five years, the club’s value has risen by 18 per cent, which proves 
owning an NHL franchise is a profitable business.   

And when you own the arena that sits on a rich piece of downtown real 
estate it make the books look that much better. 

The Edmonton Oilers had the biggest jump of any club. They doubled 
last year’s value of $550 million to $1.1 billion to rank seventh. And for 
the seventh-straight year, the New York Rangers topped the list at $2 
billion. The Toronto Maple Leafs were second at $1.8 billion and the 
Montreal Canadiens third at $1.6 billion. 
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Canucks notebook: Boudreau knows riding Demko train can get club 
back on track 

 

Ben Kuzma 

Publishing date:Dec 08, 2021 

 

Good goaltenders make great coaches. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Bruce Boudreau knows that as well as any of his peers.   

The new Vancouver Canucks’ bench boss will ride his top offensive 
players as hard as the guy between the pipes. And when you’re in 
charge of changing the mood and culture to make up considerable 
ground in the Pacific Division — you can only deliver so many pep talks 
and one-on-one chats — what matters most are results. 

So it wasn’t surprising that Thatcher Demko, who posted his second 
career shutout Monday with 31 saves in a 4-0 blanking of the Los 
Angeles Kings, got the call Wednesday against the Boston Bruins at 
Rogers Arena. 

The starter logged more minutes than any NHL stopper through his first 
21 games (1,232:51), faced the most shots (660) and allowed the most 
goals (58). But when you play behind the league’s historically worst 
penalty kill, and a power play that should be better than 18th overall, 
you’re also facing the most chances in high-danger areas. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The danger for Boudreau is finding playing time for backup Jaroslav 
Halak, who has seen the net but six times, at the risk of staying with his 
hot hand in Demko. Demko’s save percentage of .912 is a fraction off his 
career high of .915 last season in 35 compacted-season starts. 

“I’d like to see Jaro get some games, but when I went to Anaheim, I 
played (Jonas) Hiller 31 straight,” Boudreau said of the 2011-12 
campaign, when his starter logged a whopping 73 games and had a 2.57 
goals-against average, .909 save percentage and four shutouts. 

The Canucks don’t have back-to-back games until Dec. 18-19, so Halak 
may have to wait longer. 

“When you’re going good, why out-coach yourself? I don’t want to guess 
and say, ‘Is this the night that (Demko) is not going to have a good 
night?’ I worry, but he loves to work. I want to give him days off, but he 
wants to get out there and work.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Goalies are creatures of habit. They have a Zen-like approach to their 
equipment and mental preparation and it’s why they seldom spoke to the 
media on game days during the pre-COVID-19 era. Coaches often go the 
goalie-coach route to tap into their stoppers. 

Boudreau is no different. 

“It’s hard to figure them out,” he admitted. “I let the goalie coach do most 
of the handling with them. I will talk to Ian (Clark) and tell him to ask a 
goalie about this or that, but I’ll be having individual meetings with all the 
players, probably on Saturday.” 

Demko knows the performance book on Boudreau and a feeling-out 
process with the new coach shouldn’t be difficult.   

“Obviously, he’s had success and has coached pretty good teams, but it 
(Sunday) was a weird day, and something I’ve never been through as a 
player,” Demko said of sweeping hockey operations changes that 
included the dismissal of head coach Travis Green and general manager 
Jim Benning. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You could feel Bruce’s energy right away. He came in and shook 
everybody’s hand. It helped getting the win (Monday) and try to get some 
momentum from it.” 

Vancouver Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko (35) covers up the puck as 
Quinn Hughes (43) checks Los Angeles Kings’ Phillip Danault (24) during 
first period NHL hockey action in Vancouver, B.C., Monday, Dec. 6, 
2021. 

Bring it on. 

That was the expected response from Quinn Hughes when Boudreau 
said his mantra is to ramp up the minutes of his best players. However, it 
was the second part of the coach’s plan — giving those same players the 
next day off from practice, like Oliver Ekman-Larsson — that doesn’t 
apply to Hughes. 

He logged a game-high 26:12 on Monday, which was his ninth-highest 
total of the season, and on Tuesday he felt fine. Ah, youth. Hughes is a 
good bet to top his season high of 29:12 on Oct. 16 at Detroit. So more 
minutes, no problem. 

“It’s good,” said Hughes. “(Boudreau) said he was going to be playing us 
a lot, which I like to be at the top of my game, I felt good this (Tuesday) 
morning. I’m 22 and can bounce back pretty quick.” 
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Hughes was expected to log penalty kill time Wednesday and knew what 
it meant for Elias Pettersson to get a quick 39-second look on the PK on 
Tuesday, in which he drew a penalty and had a failed penalty-shot 
opportunity. 

“When you give a player like that a chance, he’ll go through the wall for 
you,” Hughes said of the struggling centre, who logged 17:06 against the 
Kings, and had only exceeded that total three times in the previous nine 
games. 

“We’ll see where it goes for Petey and same thing for me,” added 
Hughes. “I want to earn my chance on the PK.” 
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Canucks Game Night: Mastering Marchand the menace a must 
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BOSTON BRUINS 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

12-8-1, 5th in Atlantic Division 

at VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

9-15-2, 8th in Pacific Division 

Tonight, 6 p.m. , at Rogers Arena. 

TV: Sportsnet. Radio: Sportsnet AM 650. 

WHY WATCH 

Can the Canucks sustain momentum after a coaching change? What will 
Brad Marchand do next? Bruce Boudreau’s infectious ability to quickly 
alter the mood and an attention to detail resulted in a resounding 4-0 win 
over Los Angeles on Monday in his debut behind the bench. From pace, 
pressure, an aggressive forecheck to create turnovers and a new 
penalty-kill strategy, it was a breath of fresh coaching air. As for the 
opposition, finding a way to corral Marchand will go a long way to 
avenging a 3-2 loss in Boston on Nov. 28. The Canucks blew a 2-1 lead 
in the third period as Marchand got the power-play equalizer and set up 
the power-play winner. He finished with five shots, five hits and received 
a three-game suspension for a slew-foot on Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 
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THREE THINGS ABOUT THE BRUINS 

1. Marchand pushes buttons: Brad Marchand is the Bruins’ leading 
scorer and irritant. The winger won’t back down Wednesday, judging by 
what he said to Artemi Panarin on Nov. 26. He took a dig at Russia and 
the New York winger responded with a glove toss at Marchand. “If that’s 
what sets guys over the edge, then this is the softest league in the 
world,” said Marchand.   

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

2. DeBrusk waiting game: Jake DeBrusk wants out of Boston. The winger 
has drawn some trade interest but for the Canucks, it’s money in and 
money out, and for the Bruins it’s a waiting game. They would like a 
winger or defenceman in exchange. DeBrusk, 25, has an expiring 
contract at US $3.675-million cap hit and US $4.85 million in total salary 
and no arbitration rights leverage.   

3. Illness ravages roster: Coach Bruce Cassidy is no longer symptomatic 
as he recovers from COVID-19, but the lineup is taking a non-virus 
illness wallop. Charlie McAvoy didn’t play Saturday. And with Linus 
Ullmark, Charlie Coyle, Tomas Nosek and Matt Grzelcyk missing 
Monday practice, the club pushed back its road-trip departure to 
Tuesday. 
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The Armies: How to enjoy hockey again 

 

Wyatt Arndt 

21-27 minutes 12/9/2021 

 

Wait, are you telling me that the Canucks are … fun to watch? 

Is this real life? Is this just fantasy? 

Yes, we are only two games into the Bruce Boudreau era, but I did not 
recognize this Vancouver team that beat the Boston Bruins 2-1 
Wednesday night. 

I assume it’s some sort of multiverse thing where a Canucks team that 
has won three Cups and has all the swagger in the world jumped onto 
the ice and played in place of the old Canucks. In their universe, the 
referees waved off Joel Otto’s goal and it set in motion three Cups — in 
1989, 1994 and 2011. 

And yes, the Canucks signed Gretzky in that world. 

But in this world, we’re just not used to seeing a Canucks team generate 
offensive chances like this in the year 2021. 

It honestly looks a little bit like that team we heard about in the offseason. 
You know the one, the team that will probably lose its fair share of games 
but at least will look exciting doing so? 

I don’t think we need to do that caveat of “OK, it’s just two wins, relax, 
everyone” because dear God, does this city need to be able to enjoy 
things again, even if it’s fleeting. 

After eight years of in-fighting among the fan base and watching some of 
the worst hockey you’ve ever experienced in your life, you truly deserve 
to sit back and enjoy this. 

Seriously, don’t let anyone tell you otherwise. Enjoy the hell out of this 
right now, because VIPs, trust me when I say this: 

You’ve earned this. 

Now, go get some drinks in the lounge, whisky shots are on me, and let’s 
dive into a game recap about an actual fun and entertaining game. 

I know there’s been some debate over leaning into something that could 
wither away and die if the Canucks go on a 10-game losing streak. 

And sure, maybe Canucks Army making T-shirts could be seen as a little 
too aggressive. I don’t doubt these shirts will be hard to explain to the 
non-Canucks fans in your life. Not many stories that start with “So do you 
remember that hip-hop group Tag Team?” end up being that satisfying. 

But holy hell, enjoy it. 

For anyone downplaying this, please remind them of the year 2016 when 
all we did was talk about Nikita Tryamkin throwing like two hits. 

Or the eight years we spent trying to figure out just what exactly John 
Weisbrod actually did in Vancouver. 

Enjoy every single moment of these games, and ignore anyone else who 
tries to tell you otherwise. 

The Canucks are not going to turn into an ironclad defensive unit 
overnight just because Bruce is coaching, so yes, we are still going to 
see some old friends make appearances, despite Boudreau dropping a 
pretty amusing line. 

Like, that line is great because clearly teams are going to enter the zone 
all the time, but people want to believe in change so badly they’ll credit 
Bruce for standing up against the tyranny of zone entries. 

“That Green guy LOVED letting other teams enter with the puck, but this 
Bruce guy? This guy gets it.” 

Anyhoo, first up we have the dangerous turnover in their own slot that 
Thatcher Demko has to make a good save on: 

Then we have one of the Canucks’ favorite go-to moves, the “pass the 
puck slowly and very telegraphed through the slot” that gets easily 
intercepted: 

And then we have the “wtf are we doing with our lives” line changes 
where everyone decides to change up, leading to an odd-man rush 
against: 

Luckily for Vancouver, Demko is well-versed in all of these moves. Even 
better news for Canucks fans, these types of games used to be more 
problematic than “Never Been Kissed” because the Canucks just ate it all 
game long. There was no pushback. 

In this game, they actually tried the novel approach of scoring their own 
goals in retaliation. 

Natural Stat Trick had the high-danger chances being 7-1 in favour of the 
Bruins, but I’m not sure how they tracked this one because this was the 
most dangerous the Canucks have looked in a long time. 

The end result? An actual fun game of hockey that didn’t require the top-
notch, best-selling Red Cask 99 Gretzky whisky to get through. 

It has notes of shaved wood and rubber throughout it. 

The bar is of course incredibly low in Vancouver hockey, but even a play 
like this where the Canucks get a zone exit and turn it into a dangerous 
rush on net is mind-blowing for this team: 

Things to note in that clip: Quinn Hughes vulturing in and taking the puck, 
then dropping a deft pass to J.T. Miller, who then pushes the pace into 
the offensive zone and finds Brock Boeser streaking toward the net. 

For a team that just spent two months utilizing the offensive strategy of 
“get puck to point, shoot puck from point, ???, profit!” … this was a 
welcome sight indeed. 

Now, the Canucks did have their struggles, especially when they had 
long stretches of hockey with no shots. But to their credit they were still 
creating chances, they just couldn’t hit the net. 

Here we have Nils Höglander setting up Travis Hamonic for a pretty good 
chance, but he misses wider more than Quad misses leg days: 

The Canucks ended the game with 32 shots and, again, did look pretty 
competitive on the ice, even if we’re still in that stage where you wonder 
just how far this roster can go being constructed like this. 
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The NHL, shockingly, can be quite inconsistent in how it calls penalties. 
We’d probably hear more about it except Gary Bettman doxes you if you 
even think of calling out an official. 

Now, the Canucks’ penalty killing has had a bad reputation this year, and 
deservedly so. We’re talking bad, we’re talking worse than Evan Rivers 
bad. 

But you know what? Maybe it’s that Bruce effect, but they had some 
swagger Wednesday night. On this Myers penalty they had three rush 
chances — which, sadly, didn’t hit the net. The best one was probably 
the Miller to Tyler Motte chance: 

The Bruins did push back after the penalty expired and got their own 
breakaway chance, but Demko didn’t even stress over it: 

Look, this guy sees 10 breakaways a game, he doesn’t even sweat until 
you hit double-digit chances on him. 

When was the last time you saw the Canucks counter a rush and shove 
the puck down the opponent’s throat like this? 

Please note the Chaos Giraffe winning the race to the puck and then 
rifling it down the ice for the zone entry pass. 

Also please note Elias Pettersson looking sad and without the puck 
because, yeah, that’s still a thing. 

Baby steps. 

Quinn Hughes, remember that kid? Remember his first year here: 

Yeah, I’m thinking he’s back. 

With pockets full of gold coins, Hughes swaggered into the Continental 
and declared Brad Marchand excommunicado before finding Miller 
jumping onto the ice, ready to hammer a puck on net. 

I know Boudreau is probably still figuring out names on the team, but two 
names will be easy for him to recall: Tyler Myers and Quinn Hughes. 

With an injury to Travis Hamonic, Hughes and Myers both logged 28 
minutes of ice time on the night. Which, hey, is pretty impressive, right? 

But you know what’s even better? 

Luke. 

Schenn. 

SZN. 

The young-looking Viggo Mortensen that he is, he played with Myers all 
game long and racked up 20 minutes of ice time himself. 

Also, he had two shots on net. 

Also, he had three hits. 

Also, he had one block. 

Also, he had two giveaways — wait, ignore that one. 

His Corsi was so sublime at 53% that he converted to Santeria. 

In closing, make Luke Schenn a full-time D-man this season. 

You just know if someone is going to get injured against the Bruins that 
Marchand would be involved. 

To Brad’s credit, he didn’t submarine or slew foot someone, which is a 
notable improvement for him: 

But the last-second lunge toward Travis, who didn’t have the puck yet, is 
a very Brad move. 

Brock Boeser’s resurgence continued Wednesday night as he notched 
his second goal under Bruce-amania: 

Fun fact: It was also a power-play goal. 

Miller, who was Travis Green’s go-to point-compiling guy, continues to 
look to do that under Boudreau, as Miller finished the night with the lone 
assist and the shootout goal. 

As Bruce said after the game, it didn’t take him very long to realize what 
kind of player Miller is. 

“J.T., I know, loves the pressure. I knew that already after four days.” 

I assume they both dropped an F-bomb at the same time and formed an 
instant bond and understanding of each other. 

Tanner Pearson, whose offensive forays this season feel about as 
dangerous as the delightfully cute bunnies that live at Jericho Beach, was 
at least generating shots closer to the net this game: 

Please note one Mr. Luke Schenn making that long bomb outlet pass to 
start this play in motion. Also note Jimothy Timothy Miller dragging two 
Bruins with him to the net to create time and space for Mr. Pearson. 

Best keep bombing it 

@ThomasDrance @harmandayal2 @TheStanchion Canucks playing the 
1994 FIFA Soccer "long ball" strategy 

— James Rayburn (@JamesRa72940088) December 9, 2021 

Hey, sometimes your favorite football team loses to a team that only 
throws three passes all game and you have to live with it. 

Where was I? 

Yes, the long bomb. 

Oh, quick question? 

Who’s the cat that won’t cop out when there’s danger all about? Schenn! 

You see this Schenn is a bad mother— (Shut your mouth!) 

Yes, Schenn is once again out on the ice using Andúril to send long 
bomb passes down the ice, this time to Boeser. 

This one had the added bonus of Brock dropping a slick between the 
legs pass to Miller, who tried to set up Vasili Podkolzin for the easy tap-
in. 

Look. Look at the fun hockey. 

Best bumps in the road 

I don’t want to give the impression the game was nothing but sunshine 
and happiness for the Canucks. 

I mainly don’t want Bruins fans heading into the VIP lounge and getting 
free GIFs of their team playing well. 

But even Schenn can make a mistake once in a while, like this pass he 
throws into Miller’s skates, which he follows up by going for a hit (he 
knows who he is), leaving the Bruins a nice two-on-one chance: 

There is still a lot of work to be done. 

Not since Willie Mitchell patrolled the blue line have I been so secure in 
knowing they have a guy who will hold the goal line like Schenn: 

The thing about Miller is he does so many good things but also does so 
many bad things. 

Soft passes leading to turnovers right before he gets three points. 

Or, taking the worst penalty of the game while already short-handed 
before he ends the game in the shootout: 

There is zero reason for Miller to be doing a flyby there, but maybe it’s 
just who he is. He can’t rip the puck unless he Rip Wheelers himself. 

The Bruins then used the power-play advantage to tie the game up: 

You want Boeser to do his dekes, bro? You got it: 

You know how crazy things have gotten with this team? Tucker Poolman 
and Kyle Burroughs are hooking up for dangerous scoring chances: 

Whatcha gonna do, brother, when Bruce-amania runs wild on YOU! 

You just have to look closer. The Chaos Giraffe is always there. 

For instance you might see him walk the line and create a shot on net: 
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Only to turn around and miss a baby-soft pass along the boards seconds 
later: 

Life, uh, uh, uh, finds a way. 

The Canucks’ aggressive forecheck here is a perfect example of life 
under Bruce right now: 

The Canucks dump the puck in, but Miller and Boeser are in high pursuit 
and eventually recover the puck. 

Miller then passes the puck to absolutely no one, but such are the weird 
traditions and beliefs he holds dear. 

Schenn is a peacock, you gotta let him fly. 

I don’t even blink at things like this anymore. 

I’m more amazed that after the game Myers didn’t go to all the karaoke 
bars claiming to be an expert at singing. Pushing people off the stage, 
going up there and demanding they put on “Baby, I Love Your Way” by 
Big Mountain, then screaming that he doesn’t need the lyrics, and then 
when he can’t remember any of the lines, sits down and pulls a muffin 
out of his back pocket and starts eating it before giving one giant sigh 
and moonwalking out of there. 

If only there was a way for these moving pictures to have audio, so you 
could hear the ping of that post. 

Best S Club 

The “S” stands for sad. 

Nothing seems to be going right for Pettersson this season, but luckily 
Vancouver is used to Swedish players looking sad after missed attempts 
in the shootout. 

The S stands for “slippery snake”: 

I missed the memo where both sides decided the game should be 
decided with long, winding paths to the net, but Miller is an expert at the 
Pavol Demitra goal, so clearly he was going to score. 

The Bruins tried their best, but Demko was most likely bored out of his 
mind at facing only a handful of breakaways this game: 

And the game was ultimately ended with Bo Horvat doing captain things, 
and slamming that S goal home: 

Game, set, stick ’n rinks. 

Best spinning mad 

lol Garland is awesome 

— Andy Cole (@AndyCole1984) December 9, 2021 

Conor Garland is right, he's not an elf. He's a troll. #Canucks 

— Daniel Wagner (@passittobulis) December 9, 2021 

My favorite clip of the game was Conor Garland juking out Nick Foligno 
so badly that he got angry about it and took a penalty: 

Garland, of course, spins his stick to celebrate his spin, as one does. 

Real Kyle Wellwood and Steve Bernier vibes here. 

This was Dickinson’s best game as a Canuck, hands down. 

Best chaotic finish 

At least one player will fall and get crushed into the boards if you partake 
in a race for the puck with Myers. 

Well, for the people who don’t enjoy my wrestling references, I’m afraid 
I’ve got some bad news … 

After all, I would be doing Bruce Boudreau a disservice if I didn’t offer up 
questions on a wrestling level. 

“In the third period, when you guys were under so much pressure, could 
you feel the moment when you started crawling across the ring to reach 
the ropes to get a break?” 

“Hey, Bruce, when you beat the Bruins did you feel like you checked 
them into the Smackdown hotel? And if so, what exactly did you shine up 
beforehand? And was it ever turned sideways during this process?” 

“Bruce, question over here. Would you say that Brad Marchand just 
made your list?” 

I will say that going from Travis Green to a new coach was going to feel 
refreshing no matter who they chose. They could have brought in Fin, 
and everyone (except me, I have a blood feud with this mascot) would 
have been excited about anything the new coach did differently. 

“I like how Fin puts players with fish-sounding names on the first line. I 
didn’t think Lammikko was going to work on the top unit, but he looked 
good out there.” 

Remember, there was a time when Green came aboard to replace Willie 
Desjardins and we all marvelled at the difference in coaching philosophy, 
which was honestly just the fact he remembered the Sedins existed and 
didn’t miss any of their shifts. Being the new guy can be incredibly easy 
during the honeymoon period. 

That being said, Boudreau does deserve credit for bringing a more 
aggressive style to the team. It felt like the last couple of seasons, Green 
was always coaching for his job, and whether that made him play it safe 
or more conservative, all we know is that the on-ice product began to 
suffer. It truly felt like Green locked down his coaching ways and had less 
and less room for experimenting. He became that friend who refuses to 
be spontaneous, the one that everyone has to work around their foibles. 

“Shit, is it past 10 p.m.? Well, Travis won’t go to the bar if it’s past 10. 
We’d better order in. But no carbs, you know how upset he gets if we eat 
carbs past 10 p.m. Also, God help whichever one of you drank his Yoo-
hoo.” 

In the end, we all knew his routines off by heart. We’d sadly look at 
Podkolzin knowing he was stuck in the eternal loop of never being able to 
penalty kill because he didn’t have NHL experience, but never being able 
to get NHL experience because he couldn’t penalty kill. 

Everything under Green’s command at the end felt so passive and static. 
The power play, the penalty kill, the offence. Obviously, the roster 
construction and the players need to take their part of the blame, but it 
really felt like his time here had reached the end when that jersey was 
tossed on the ice. Nobody had anything left to give. 

And Boudreau is certainly a breath of fresh air, both on and off the ice. 
Media availabilities with Green often felt like two divorced parents trying 
to get through a meal in front of their child without fighting. It would get 
terse at times, and Green really made you work for your answers. At 
times it was only Drance who could get a giggle out of Green, but for 
many games, it felt like Green was in a model UN club and he was taking 
on all comers. 

Boudreau, on the other hand, is that folksy uncle who never runs out of 
stories to tell. His charm comes from him just being so incredibly 
comfortable with himself. Not many coaches would want to dive into what 
Kevin Owens got up to in WWE, but Bruce isn’t most coaches. 

Does that make him a fantastic coach? Of course not. How you handle 
the media doesn’t equal success. But for a town that has been dealing 
with misery and dreariness for so many years, having the new guy come 
in with no baggage and just lighting up the room with his energy and 
positivity? 

That sells, baby. That sells hard. 

And sure, maybe Bruce is the rebound guy, the person who takes you 
out to the bar and makes you feel young again as you slam back 
Jägerbombs. Who knows how long he’ll be coaching this team. We know 
he isn’t going to magically turn this team into a contender, and maybe a 
new GM down the line wants his own guy. 

But for now, he just might be the perfect guy to get Canucks fans through 
this season. 

Or as my friend Rob Fai always loves to say, “Bruce, there it is!” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.09.2021 
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The Athletic / Matvei Michkov ‘will be an NHL star,’ but his long KHL 
contract commits him to Russia for years to come 

 

Corey Pronman  

Dec 8, 2021 

  

In September 2020, with a postponed NHL Draft a month away, I got an 
email from the director of amateur scouting for an NHL team. The subject 
line: “Michkov.” Attached to the email was a YouTube link to a live stream 
of his junior game. The scout wrote: “You have to watch this kid.” 

He was referencing Matvei Michkov, a winger in the SKA St. Petersburg 
system who won’t be eligible for the NHL Draft until 2023. Like many 
special prospects, Michkov has captured the attention of NHL personnel 
years in advance of his draft. The statistics, accolades and highlight reels 
these last few years all speak to Michkov’s impressive talent. 

Most recently, the 16-year-old mesmerized his opponent, Sweden’s 
senior national team, and viewers with this lacrosse-style goal. 

Several months after that initial email, SKA announced that Michkov had 
signed an extension with the team through the 2026 season. The 
announcement spread quickly through hockey circles because Michkov 
was commonly thought of as one of the premier talents eligible in 2023, 
even a possible No. 1 pick. His contract status with SKA, however, begs 
a question not often raised about potential No. 1 picks. “When will Matvei 
Michkov come to the NHL?” 

Not much has been written about him off the ice, where he’s kept a low 
profile and has been described by some as shy. In a conversation with 
The Athletic, he bristled at a routine question about style of play. “It’s not 
my job to describe my own game,” he said through a translator. “My job 
is to play hockey, to go out on the ice and perform and guys who know 
hockey well should be able to describe me as a player.” 

So, we asked a few. 

One NHL executive described Michkov as special, saying he’s one of the 
very best Russian juniors he’s seen at this point of his career. 

Said a scout: “He has figured out how to do the hardest thing in hockey, 
scoring goals, better than anyone I’ve seen in a while.” 

Another scout added: “He is one of the best goal scorers I’ve ever 
scouted. He will be an NHL star, a guy you pay a ticket to go and see 
and routinely ends up on highlight reels.” 

“He scores … a lot,” said Russia’s U18 coach Vladimir Filatov when 
asked by The Athletic what makes Michkov special. Filatov is also a 
coach in the SKA system. 

In Russia’s top junior league, Michkov set records for most goals and 
points scored by a 16-year-old, marks previously held by Nikita 
Kucherov. 

He was named MVP at 16 of the World U-18 Championships, a 
tournament typically held for 17-year-old players. He is the youngest 
player to ever suit up for Russia’s senior national team, an accolade 
previously held by Alexander Ovechkin, which prompted the Capitals star 
to call Michkov. 

He has special puck skills and hockey sense. He has a sixth sense 
around the net and often scores in unusual ways. “He’s the most 
dangerous player I’ve seen from behind or from the side of the net,” said 
one scout. 

“He can put pucks anywhere he wants them,” said a second scout. 

Michkov scores a lot of goals. In the Russian junior league this season, 
he’s scoring well over a goal a game. He’s able to score in routine ways, 
but his highlight-reel goals help add to those big totals. 

He has a great wrist shot and can hit corners from distance. 

He makes elite plays with the puck. 

He’s not a perfect player. Michkov is an undersized winger who skates 
fine but lacks the blazing speed you’d like to see at his size. Some scouts 
say Michkov’s skating could prevent him from becoming a true superstar. 
But his skill level makes him an elite prospect in spite of those limitations. 
As we saw early this season in the KHL, where he scored two goals in 
his first dozen games, his talent translates to the pros. 

Michkov’s contract with SKA will take him three seasons past his NHL 
Draft eligibility, and two seasons longer than is typical for a first contract 
in the KHL. “After a lot of discussions with my family and agent, we 
decided this is the best place for me to develop,” he told The Athletic. 
“They have good infrastructure, and have all the resources for me to 
develop as a hockey player.” 

SKA St. Petersburg and the contract 

That Michkov decided to make this agreement with SKA in particular is 
no surprise within the hockey industry. The team has had three straight 
years with a first-round pick in the NHL. SKA is a team with a lot of 
resources and influence and has emerged as a dominant force in 
Europe. 

Roman Rotenberg is the general manager and CEO of SKA St. 
Petersburg, a perennial contender in the KHL. He is also the first vice 
president of the Russian Hockey Federation and heads the management 
group of all Russian national teams. NHL sources describe him as one of 
the most powerful and influential people in hockey. He’s also a man 
who’s relatively unknown by the average NHL fan. “Rotenberg has to be 
one of the top five most influential people in hockey. He basically runs 
one of the top hockey countries,” said one NHL executive. 

Rotenberg was sanctioned by the U.S. government for providing material 
support to his father, Boris, who was previously sanctioned by the U.S. 
over Russia’s annexation of Crimea. In announcing the sanctions, the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury said Boris Rotenberg was a part of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s inner circle. 

In an interview with The Athletic, Roman Rotenberg discussed Michkov, 
his contract and the direction of the SKA organization. 

“We have a long-term strategy and [Michkov] is one of the big parts of 
the strategy we have. Championship teams take time to build. It’s very 
important to have players signed for long-term,” Rotenberg said. “We 
want to develop him into one of the best players in the world, that’s our 
aim.” 

One NHL source suggested SKA “is attempting to become the 33rd NHL 
team.” 

The team will play in a soon-to-be-completed 22,000-seat arena. They 
aggressively acquire top young talent and use their second-tier pro team 
in the VHL much like NHL teams use their AHL teams. They’ve become 
landing spots for NHL players this season who fell out of favor like Nikita 
Gusev, Leo Komarov and Alexander Volkov. Rotenberg has expressed 
interest in having SKA play against top NHL teams like Tampa. 

Nikolai Bobrov, who until recently was the director of European scouting 
for the New York Rangers, told The Athletic that SKA is positioning itself 
to be “like an NHL organization with all the revenue streams that are 
customary to top NHL franchises.” Bobrov was SKA’s chief North 
American scout for three years, and his father scouts for them as well. 

Michkov, Rotenberg, and several NHL sources said SKA’s high-end 
infrastructure and facilities are NHL caliber and important variables that 
led to Michkov signing the long-term deal. 

Rotenberg said SKA aspires to create the “best standards.” 

“We want to be playing in the same type of arenas like in the NHL,” 
Rotenberg said. “We don’t want to say we are like an NHL team, we want 
to be like them in every aspect.” Leo Komarov compared the way SKA 
runs to an NHL team shortly after signing with them. 

Bobrov said the key is to give players choices. “You can’t make players 
stay, you can only create an environment for them where they would 
prefer to develop before they move on,” he said. “The vision for SKA is to 
create that environment for players, to give them the same tools or better 
that they would receive in Major Junior, college or the AHL.” 
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Rotenberg is a central figure in why SKA has become a power player in 
the hockey world. NHL sources who have dealt with him say Rotenberg 
wants to learn how to turn SKA into an elite organization. Others describe 
him as a sophisticated marketer who has transformed the SKA brand. 
He’s unorthodox at times in his management style, as for example when 
he is on the bench with the coaches during SKA games. 

Others describe him as a fiery and passionate individual, a fierce 
defender of Russian hockey and the KHL. He’s critical of young Russian 
players leaving early for North America, saying they should wait until they 
are ready to be top players in the NHL, following examples such as Kirill 
Kaprizov and Artemi Panarin. 

In discussing Michkov, Rotenberg said, “He understands when he goes 
to the NHL he needs to be a top-two-line player on a power play, he’s not 
a checking-line player. If [a SKA player] can be a top-two-line player 
when they leave, it will be good for their career. We have this philosophy 
that if they go and they’re not sure if they will play in the NHL or in a 
lower league, it’s not a good decision for them.” 

This is a sentiment that has been shared by many Russian hockey 
sources. 

“If you did a polling of many European former NHLers, based on history 
and their experiences, I would say 90 percent of those players will think 
you’re better off waiting longer to come over,” Bobrov said. 

Rotenberg was more direct. “What’s the point of going to the AHL,” he 
asked. “Players understand it’s better to develop here in Russia. 
Teenagers thrive when they are close to their support networks, they can 
then dedicate all their facilities to becoming great hockey players. That’s 
why Michkov stayed in Russia, he sees that the level of development he 
would get here is better than he would get in Canada or the United 
States.” 

Not everyone in the NHL agrees. “If the player’s ultimate goal is to play in 
the NHL, there are many benefits to coming over earlier. There are many 
differences on and off the ice so the earlier they learn and adjust to the 
differences the better off they will be,” said one NHL executive. 

In the eyes of many in Russian hockey, Michkov’s contract extension is a 
validation of their system, of the KHL, and the value of developing at 
home. In the eyes of others more connected to the NHL, it is more 
evidence of SKA’s growing influence as a power broker. 

“In the Russian Federation, SKA and the KHL, the contract was looked 
upon favorably to keep top talent in the KHL and for the national teams,” 
said Bobrov. 

SKA has become a major player recently in the NHL Draft. They’ve been 
aggressive in recent years trying to acquire the top young players in 
Russia. The last World Junior coach and current senior national team 
coach for Russia, Valeri Bragin, is also the head coach of SKA. Seven of 
the 25 players on their most recent World Junior team were in the SKA 
organization. SKA has 11 players on the expanded World Junior roster 
for Russia this season. 

This has made NHL teams much more aware of their organization, 
especially when it comes to drafting and recruiting players to their team. 
“You do a little more homework with SKA players knowing who they are, 
due to their resources and influences,” said an NHL executive. 

There is definitely a concern in some NHL circles that a SKA prospect 
won’t come to play for you, or won’t come as soon as you’d like, even 
though Vasili Podkolzin went to Vancouver right away. 

“I wouldn’t draft someone from that organization unless I was an Original 
Six team or my team had a beach somewhere nearby,” said another NHL 
executive. 

That’s not a sentiment shared by everyone, though. Nashville has taken 
SKA players in the first round in back-to-back years in Yaroslav Askarov 
and Fedor Svechkov. 

What it all means 

Michkov’s NHL draft season is two years away, but given how good a 
player he appears to be and the nature of his contract with SKA, it has 
created early discussion in NHL circles about what it could mean for his 
draft status. 

When Sport-Express in Russia asked him if his contract could impact his 
draft position, he responded: “When I signed the contract, I didn’t think 
about the draft, and now I don’t think about it either. It doesn’t matter to 
me. You need to show all the best that you can do and be useful to your 
team. This is more important.” 

Rotenberg said that Michkov watches a lot of NHL video with the SKA 
coaches, but in terms of his NHL aspirations, he said things needed to be 
“taken step by step.” 

A lot changes in a draft class in two seasons. Some players stagnate, 
others progress. As of now, though, Michkov is considered at the very 
top of the class for 2023 with Canadian centers Connor Bedard in Regina 
and Adam Fantilli in Chicago. NHL scouts believe Michkov is a 
reasonable candidate to be the first overall pick among that group. 
Teams will be approaching the next draft with Michkov’s contract status 
in mind. 

“From the start of the season, if I had a feeling my team could be in the 
mix for him, you are having a conversation with your ownership about 
him,” said one NHL executive. “You need to have the organization on 
board with waiting the three years. If I am a GM, I want to make sure I 
have a contract that lasts until he’s playing games for you before I make 
that pick.” 

NHL teams will be balancing the merits and the risks of using a premium 
pick on a player who likely won’t come over for at least three years. 

“I think everyone now will tell you just take the player where his talent 
says he should go, he’s that good,” said one NHL executive. “But it’s 
easier to say that when you don’t have to make the pick. If you pick him 
second or third overall, never mind first overall, and he’s a Evgeny 
Kuznetsov or Kirill Kaprizov situation where you’re waiting and waiting, it 
could be a disaster.” 

Another executive downplayed the caution of using a high pick on a 
player like Michkov. “If you’re in a position to pick him (with a top 
selection), you likely won’t be winning anything until his KHL contract is 
over anyways.” 

Another executive provided a counterpoint. “When you’re bad, you don’t 
need players in three years or more, you need them soon.” 

What’s most clear is that there’s no clear consensus. 

“For me, Connor Bedard is clearly No. 1 in that class,” said a scouting 
director. 

“If I had to pick any of the three top consensus names, it would be 
Michkov. I feel he’s the most dynamic of the bunch,” said another scout. 

“Fantilli I think has the most pro upside,” said a third NHL scout. 

“Michkov would be the clear No. 3 for me behind Connor Bedard and 
Adam Fantilli,” said a fourth scout. “If it’s close you don’t take the Russian 
on a long KHL deal when the other guys are just as good and are near 
sure things to help your team right away. The other two are centers as 
well.” 

No matter where he falls in that narrow range, Michkov will fit at the top 
of 2023 NHL Draft class and because of his contract status, there will be 
plenty of time for debates within NHL front offices. 

“I think at the end of the day, all the good ones come over,” said one 
executive about Russian players. “I’m not worried about a true top talent 
not coming to the NHL.” 

But wariness remains and plenty of other NHL sources echo the 
perspective of one of them. “If he’s willing to sign that deal, who is to say 
he won’t sign an extension? You will have to really do your homework on 
how serious his NHL intentions are and whether he would want to play in 
your organization.” 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Building a roster of players whose 
goals and assists were perfectly balanced 

 

By Sean McIndoe 

 

We’ve arrived at what’s often the first lull of an NHL season, with a long 
way to go to the playoffs but enough games in the bank that we’re not 
overreacting to every result. We’re past a wild October and the dreaded 
U.S. Thanksgiving milestone but have a few weeks to the holiday freeze, 
and still months to wait for the Olympics (maybe) and trade deadline. 

In other words, it’s the perfect opportunity to waste some time with a 
roster-building challenge. 

We haven’t done one of these in a while. If you’re new to this, the whole 
idea is to take a challenge from a reader and use it to construct the best 
team we can. It’s a chance to dip into history and Remember Some 
Guys, with no higher purpose than that. Oh, and then you go into the 
comments and tell me I got it all wrong, and we argue about whether 
some dude from the 70s was better than your favorite team’s current 
third-liner. That part’s fun too. 

Today’s question comes from reader Rodney: 

That’s a beauty, because it’s amazingly simple but (as we’ll see) secretly 
complicated. Thankfully, I can tell you that it’s also reasonably 
straightforward to answer, unlike some questions we could mention, and 
it is also not staggeringly dumb, which is a nice change. 

Let’s do this. A full roster of players who had a season where their goals 
total exactly matched their assists. One key ground rule here: We want to 
build the best roster we can, and we’re getting the player from that year. 
If we take Jean Beliveau based on his one goal and one assist in two 
games as a teenaged call-up, that’s who we get — the wet-behind-the-
ears rookie, not the all-time great. For that reason, we won’t be getting 
cute with partial seasons for guys that were injured or otherwise limited. 

Single-season goals and assists, perfectly balanced, as all things should 
be. I have a concept, roughly seven dozen open Hockey Reference tabs, 
and too much time on my hands. Let’s do this. 

Forwards 

The first hurdle we run into is one you’re probably already thinking about: 
Lots of history’s best players won’t fit well into this concept. That’s 
especially true for centers, especially playmakers, who almost always 
have more assists than goals, and usually many more. 

For example, Wayne Gretzky doesn’t get anywhere close to our list at 
any point in his 20-season career; even when he was shattering all the 
goal-scoring records, his assist totals were way higher. The same is true 
of other centers you may be hoping to see, like Marcel Dionne, Connor 
McDavid, Bryan Trottier, Peter Forsberg, Joe Thornton, Mark Messier or 
Joe Sakic. Great players all, but not ones that will help us here. In fact, 
as we’ll see in a bit, centers are hard to find for this exercise. 

On the other side of the coin, you have the pure snipers who almost 
always rack up more goals than assists. That problem isn’t quite as 
pronounced — there can be two assists for every goal, meaning there 
are more helpers available to be earned. It’s rare to see even a one-
dimensional scorer have a very low assist total, although it’s always fun 
when it happens because we can all make jokes about them winning the 
Cy Young. (Or as it may be called soon, the Mangiapane.) For our 
purposes, the best years of guys like Rocket Richard, Steven Stamkos 
and Pavel Bure are too goals-heavy for this roster. 

Then there are the agonizing near-misses, where more-balanced 
superstars just don’t quite land on the magic number we’re looking for. 
The worst of those is Mario Lemieux, who had 54 goals and 53 assists in 
1986-87. That wasn’t even one of his 10 best seasons, but we would 
have gladly taken it because Mario was awesome. We also just barely 
miss out on Sidney Crosby (44 goals and 45 assists in 2016-17), Teemu 
Selanne (48 and 46 in 2006-07), Luc Robitaille (63 and 62 in 1992-93), 
and Steve Yzerman (50 and 52 in 1987-88, then 62 and 65 in 1989-90). 
Jaromir Jagr somehow never pulled it off in his three centuries of playing, 
coming closest with a 47 and 48 in 1996-97. And we need to make a 

special mention of Mike Bossy, who went 60 and 58 in 1982-83 and then 
teased us by being one off in each of the last three years of his career. 

Still, we have plenty of legendary forwards to choose from, so let’s start 
building out our roster with guys who did hit the sweet spot. We’ll start 
with one of the greatest of all time in Gordie Howe, who had 43 goals and 
43 assists in his Art Ross and Hart-winning 1950-51 season. On the 
other wing, we’ll go with Alexander Ovechkin, who followed up his 
Calder-winning rookie year with 46 goals and assists in 2006-07. 

The center on our top line will be the greatest season we’ll find in our 
quest for perfect balance: Phil Esposito and his legendary 1970-71 
campaign, which saw him shatter the single-season goals record with 76 
and then exactly match that total with 76 assists. Espo always had a flair 
for the dramatic, and his inclusion here is no different — he was at 76/75 
until recording a second assist on the Bruins’ last goal of the season, 
which came with two minutes left in their final game. 

Our second line can start with the highest matching total for any winger in 
history, a 54/54 season from Jari Kurri in 1986-87. We’ll mix in some 
Battle of Alberta spice by putting him on a line with Jarome Iginla, who 
flirted with a balanced season for years (including a 50/48 in 2007-08) 
before finally landing on 43/43 in 2010-11. And since our second line is 
shaping up as a two-way force, let’s keep that theme down the middle by 
adding Dave Keon on the strength of his 38/38 season in 1970-71. 

I kind of love our third line, which features wingers Mike Gartner (38/38 in 
1982-83) and Michel Goulet (42/42 in 1981-82), who were basically the 
same guy. You know how sometimes in Canada you’ll realize that there 
are nearly-identical-but-not-quite versions of the same thing in French 
and English? That’s what we did in the 1980s with “goal-scoring wingers 
with the initials M.G. and awesome mustaches.” I can’t find an HHOF 
center for Gartner and Goulet, but I can find a Hall of Fame worthy 
mustache, so let’s give the spot to Ray Ferraro and his 40/40 season in 
1991-92. 

We’ve still got a wealth of talent to choose from on our fourth line, 
especially on the wings where we can pass on seasons from guys like 
Steve Larmer, Dany Heatley and Pat Verbeek, and even a Hall of Famer 
in Dino Ciccarelli. We should also give a shoutout to the underrated Milan 
Hejduk, who had both a 36/36 season and a 35/35 in his career. 

Instead, we’ll focus on the tricky case of three HHOF inductees who are 
all in the running based on seasons that were pretty good but far from 
their best. Cam Neely went 36/36 in his first year in Boston back in 1986-
87, Lanny McDonald went 33/33 in Calgary the year after his epic 66-
goal season, and Marian Hossa had a 30/30 toward the end in Chicago. 
All worthy seasons, but in the end, I can’t find room for any of them. 
Instead, let’s nod toward you old-timers by reaching back to some better 
numbers from big stars of the 1970s and building our fourth line around 
wingers Jean Provonost (52/52 in 1975-76) and Ken Hodge (45/45 in 
1968-69) with center Rick MacLeish, who deserves a spot just for being 
the only player in NHL history to have a perfectly pleasing 50+50=100 
season, that came in 1972-73. 

That’s 12 really good forwards, we’ve got plenty of big names to call on if 
we need depth, and we might even get to add Leon Draisaitl at the end of 
this season. Hey, this is easy! 

Defensemen 

Um … hold on a second here. 

We’ve got a problem. This may have already occurred to some of you, 
but let’s spell it out: We’re going to be in real trouble when it comes to 
finding defensemen. We’ve already learned that good offensive centers 
usually have more assists than goals. But good offensive defenseman 
pretty much always do. It’s just the nature of the sport. Even a genuine 
goal-scoring threat on the blue line is still going to rack up a lot of assists 
based on outlets, stretch passes and rebounds on their point shots. 

For example, the greatest goal-scoring season by a defenseman was 
Paul Coffey’s 48 in 1985-86, but he had 90 assists that year. He also had 
a 40-goal season in 1983-84, but more than doubled that total with 86 
assists (while hilariously losing the Norris to a guy who had 33 points). 
Bobby Orr had a 46-goal season, but led the NHL with 89 assists that 
year. All those defensemen you imagine when you think about a goal 
from the blue line — Al MacInnis, Denis Potvin, Brian Leetch, even 
Zdeno Chara or Shea Weber — none of them really come close. Neither 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 9, 2021 

 

does Nicklas Lidstrom, Chris Chelios or Chris Pronger. Ray Bourque 
went 27-and-29 in his second season, but never got near the mark again. 

We’re in trouble. 

Or are we? We said we were putting together the best roster possible, 
which is not the same as the one with the most goals. We’ve already got 
a ton of offense up front. Here’s our chance to honor some of the guys 
who brought something else to the table. We might not be able to find 
many highlight-reel regulars, but we can build a blue line out of grizzled 
veterans, defensive defensemen and a tough guy or two. 

One word of warning: I’m going to stay away from guys who were known 
for splitting time between forward and defense, since that seems like a 
cheap way to find extra goals. That includes old-school Hall of Famers 
Dit Clapper and Ebbie Goodfellow, as well as Dustin Byfuglien’s 2009-10 
season with the Hawks that saw him go 17/17. 

So what does that leave us with? Not a lot, but we can build out a 
reasonably decent back end. We’ll start with a pair of Hall of Famers. The 
first is Original Six-era star Bill Quackenbush, who had 11 goals and 11 
assists while missing just one game in 1945-46. We’ll reach back even 
further for King Clancy, who had a 10/10 season (and finished fifth in 
Hart voting) with the Senators in 1926-27. 

I could stay in the distant past with somebody like Lionel Conacher or 
Hap Day, but I know you all prefer guys you saw with your own eyes. So 
let’s go with an active player in Alec Martinez, who had 11 goals and 11 
assists back in 2013-14, which I’m sure he would agree was his biggest 
highlight of that particular season. I’ll pair him with a guy that might be a 
little controversial: former Grab Bag obscure player Rick Hampton. He 
had 18 goals and 18 assists in 1977-78 as a 21-year-old for the 
Cleveland Barons and then played just 52 more NHL games. Hockey 
Reference thinks those 18 goals are the most ever by a defenseman in a 
balanced season, but there’s a catch: the site says Hampton also played 
a little bit of forward. That seems to be in question — just about every 
other source lists him as a defenseman only — but maybe he shouldn’t 
count. I’m not sure. But whenever I find myself facing a tough decision, 
my rule of thumb is to give the benefit of the doubt to anyone with an epic 
unibrow, and that makes this an easy call. Hampton is on the team, and 
he can quarterback our power play. 

We’ve still got some big names available to us, but they don’t seem to fit 
the spirit of the thing since they only played partial seasons. Doug 
Harvey was a rookie part-timer when he had a 4/4 season in 1947-48. 
Eddie Shore also went 4/4 in 1939-40, but only played 14 games. I’m 
also going to skip over a pair of 11/11 half seasons due to injury from 
Aaron Ekblad and Kris Letang, as well as an 8/8 from a rookie Matt 
Dumba who hadn’t fully powered up yet. 

Instead, let’s build a hard-nosed third pair from a couple of heart-and-
soul guys who played key roles on Cup winners. Give me Ken Daneyko, 
who went 5/5 for the 1988-89 Devils, and Jeff Beukeboom, who used up 
over a quarter of his 30 career goals when he somehow went 8/8 for the 
1993-94 Rangers. Those two guys combine for about 450 PIMs, and they 
don’t know about the cross-checking crackdown, so good luck to anyone 
who gets near our net. 

That’s probably enough toughness that I don’t have to give in to the 
temptation to use a spot on a 2/2 guy like Enrico Ciccone or Cam 
Russell, or even to a 1/1 guy like Greg Smyth or, um, Cam Russell again. 
He did 1/1 twice, actually. In fact, if we count 0/0 seasons, Russell 
matched his goals and assists five times in his 10 NHL seasons. I can’t 
put him on the roster, but we might hang his name from the rafters. 

Our blue line certainly isn’t as stacked as our forwards, but it’s a well-
rounded group that can score, hit, fight and tell us what the NHL was like 
in Cleveland. I like it. And if you think we’re done now, you’re clearly not 
a long-time reader who knows how weird this stuff gets … 

Goaltenders 

Really? 

Yes, really. You knew we weren’t going to leave our masked friends off 
our roster just because of the small detail that, you know, they don’t 
score goals. We said a full roster, and that means in net too, dammit. 

This shouldn’t even be all that tough, since we just need to load up on 
guys who got no points in a season. Zero goals and zero assists is still a 
match, we think, and that means we could use something like Dominik 
Hasek’s MVP year in 1998-99, or Martin Brodeur’s Vezina year from 
2002-03, Patrick Roy from that same season, or two years of Vezina 
finalist play from Henrik Lundqvist in 2006-07 and 2007-08. Hell, if we dig 
back into the older eras when goalies barely played the puck, we could 
have our pick of guys like Terry Sawchuk, Jacques Plante, Glenn Hall, 
Bill Durnan or Johnny Bower. As long we count the double-zero guys, 
this is easy. 

Needless to say, we don’t do things the easy way. 

No zeroes allowed. If it’s good enough for the NHL’s rules, it’s good 
enough for us. We need goaltending from somebody who had at least 
one goal, and an equal number of assists. No questions asked. 

Well, I guess there’s actually one question: Is there anyone in NHL 
history who actually did that? 

There are 12 goalies who’ve been credited with a regular-season goal, 
so our odds are decent. We want the best one possible, so we’ll start 
with Martin Brodeur, who also gives us two chances at this. Sadly, 
neither comes through, as Brodeur had four assists to go with his goal in 
1999-00 and two in 2012-13. 

OK, no biggie, we’ll try Billy Smith. No luck there either, although from the 
other direction — he didn’t have any assists in 1979-80. We come up 
empty on Pekka Rinne too, thanks to two assists in 2019-20. And Ron 
Hextall, maybe not surprisingly, doesn’t even come close — the best 
puckhandling goalie of the high-scoring 80s had six assists in 1987-88. 
(In case you’re wondering, we can’t even get cute with Brodeur and 
Hextall’s playoff goals, as neither had a postseason assist that year.) 

OK, so we won’t have a superstar. That’s fine, because there are other 
good goalies who’ve been credited with goals. That list includes Chris 
Osgood, Cam Ward, Mike Smith and Evgeni Nabokov. But none of those 
work either, as Osgood, Smith and Nabokov all had multiple assists, and 
Ward had none. Also coming up empty in the helper column is Jose 
Theodore, so we won’t be able to slip a shady Hart Trophy winner in 
there. 

That leaves us with three options, and I’m starting to get that familiar 
sinking feeling that I should really do the research first and then start 
writing. (Chris Mason didn’t have an assist when he scored in 2005-06.) 
Seriously, there’d better be one, or this whole thing will look like a giant 
waste of time. (Mika Noronen, whoever that is, didn’t have an assist in 
2003-04.) I’m really going to get to the end of this thing and have nobody 
in net, aren’t I? Is this what it feels like to be the GM of the Flyers? 

But when in doubt, you look in your own backyard. In this case, that 
would be a Senators goalie who came over from the Maple Leafs. And 
sure enough, our old friend Damian Rhodes saves the day. He was 
credited with a goal on this play back in 1998-99, the first goalie to ever 
do that while also recording a shutout. And far more importantly, he 
finished the season with a single assist, making him the only goalie in 
100-plus seasons of NHL history to have exactly one goal and one assist 
in a season. 

Damian Rhodes is our starter. Here he is telling Brodeur to take a hike, 
because our team has its goalie. Only one, sure, but it’s a guy who wore 
No. 1 and is the only member of the fabled 1/1 club, so it works. Thanks 
Damian, you’re the man. We even forgive you for the bleached hair. 
Sorry that the Senators rewarded your feat by immediately trading you to 
the Thrashers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bruce almighty? Rejuvenated Canucks 2-for-2 under 
Boudreau 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 
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December 9, 2021, 2:03 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Canucks have suddenly won four times 
in five games with two coaches and one goalie. 

Yes, there was a smidge of a distraction in the middle of this run when 
the National Hockey League team fired head coach Travis Green and 
general manager Jim Benning. The last two wins, including Wednesday’s 
2-1 shootout victory over the Boston Bruins, have an entirely different 
feeling than the final two wins of the previous regime. 

Brock Boeser, who failed to score in his final 13 games under Green, has 
two goals in two games for new coach Bruce Boudreau and scored 
Wednesday on a power-play redirect. 

Boudreau has also pushed the right buttons on struggling star Elias 
Pettersson, who looks more engaged by the game, and top defenceman 
Quinn Hughes. And goalie Thatcher Demko has simply continued being 
the Canucks’ most valuable player, allowing one goal in 69 shots since 
Sunday’s coaching change. 

The new boss’s first three days could scarcely have gone better. 

“When you're trying to sell something and if it doesn't go right, that 
message goes out the window pretty quickly,” Boudreau said about the 
value of starting 2-0. “And who knows, we've had a really tough 
schedule. But every game (you win) and you feel a little bit better 
yourself.” 

The Canucks looked ebullient -- just like their re-energized fans -- when 
Bo Horvat and J.T. Miller beat Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman in the 
shootout to give the home team both points after Boston tied the game 
on a five-on-three power play in the third period amid a cluster of three 
Vancouver penalties. 

“That was fun out there to get the win, and you can see the excitement 
after Bo scored there,” Hughes said. “It just feels good. Everyone's really 
happy and excited about that, and I think there's a sense of belief that 
we're just going to keep going here.” 

Boeser added: “Our group has really come together these last few 
games, and I think it's big for our group, and I think it's big for hockey 
teams to win hockey games and be close. I think tonight was another 
great step for us, and we've got to continue to play hard and play 
together.” 

Despite yielding the tying goal to Patrice Bergeron at 4:51 of the third 
period, the Canucks’ historically-bad penalty killing survived three other 
disadvantages. And Vancouver won despite playing without No. 2 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, who is out with what Boudreau 
hopes is a day-to-day injury, and losing second-pairing blue-liner Travis 
Hamonic in the second period when he was hit away from the puck by 
Brad Marchand. 

When Bergeron’s tying goal left Boston on the power play for another 
1:51, and Tanner Pearson took a delay-of-game penalty at 7:22, it felt 
like Vancouver might blow another game to the Bruins in the third period 
-- just like they did 10 days earlier in Boston when the Canucks 
surrendered two late power-play goals to lose 3-2. 

But in their brave new world, the Canucks did not crumble. 

“You get the five-on-three goal and they get a little bit of momentum,” 
Boudreau said. “(But) you stand tall. Just perseverance. You lose the 
defenceman and we're basically down to three lines after a while, and we 
have three penalties in the third period. Just determination and the will to 
win, I think, is a great attribute. And hopefully they're starting to get it.” 

Remaining Time -3:44 

Boudreau says things have been 'pretty nuts' since joining Canucks 

Boudreau said he couldn’t commend enough his five-man defence, which 
included four righties and saw Tyler Myers log a season-high 28:08 of ice 
time. But he was still second to Hughes, whose 28:32 of TOI included 
1:21 of short-handed time. 

Just like Pettersson, Hughes has asked the new coach for an audition on 
the penalty kill. 

“For him to put me out on the PK. . . it means a lot,” Hughes said after a 
game when five-on-five scoring chances were 14-7 for the Canucks 
when he was on the ice. “I feel like I'm trying to round out my game. I'm 
tired of hearing that I'm just an offensive defenceman or whatever. The 
knock has always been that I'm not very good defensively. And yeah, I'm 
not going to be as good as some guys defensively -- that's the reality. 
(But) I think that it's something I can build into my game. 

“I've got to earn my ice time on the penalty kill, and if I do a good job, I'm 
sure they'll keep putting me out there. It's up to me, but I think I did a 
good job out there. And it means a lot to me, for sure.” 

Given more responsibility, Hughes probably feels like a different player 
than he was last week. It looks like he’s playing for a different team, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / New Canucks coaches Boudreau, Walker join forces in 
unpredictable fashion 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 7, 2021, 10:01 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- Bruce Boudreau and Scotty Walker planned to be 
coaching together in December. They just didn't knew until last weekend 
that it would be in the National Hockey League for the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

The coaches, who first got to know each other when Walker played the 
last nine of his 829 NHL games for Boudreau with the Washington 
Capitals at the end of the 2009-10 season, were invited by Hockey 
Canada to be part of Claude Julien’s staff for national-team tournaments 
this month in Russia and Switzerland. 

Boudreau had nearly hired Walker to be his assistant coach with the 
Minnesota Wild in 2016, but instead gave the job to Scott Stevens. 

But the two stayed in touch, and when Hockey Canada held staff 
meetings last month to plan Team Canada’s appearances at the Channel 
One Cup in Moscow and Spengler Cup in Davos, Walker and Boudreau 
reconnected and really got to talk hockey in depth. Boudreau loved 
Walker’s presentation at the summit on how to run the penalty kill. 

Hockey Canada’s press release announcing Team Canada’s coaching 
staff came out on Nov. 26. Nine days later, Canucks owner Francesco 
Aquilini hired Boudreau to replace Travis Green, and Vancouver’s new 
head coach insisted Walker come with him from Ontario. 

It wasn’t a hard sell. 

“Knowing the kind of guy he is, the personality he is, he just said yes,” 
Boudreau explained Tuesday, his second day on the job. “He didn't ask: 
‘What about my contract? What about anything?’ I said, 'Listen, I need 
you there tonight.' And he bought his own ticket and flew to Vancouver. 
That's the kind of character you want whether you're playing or coaching. 
It came together in a hurry. I just felt that Walks was the right guy. And an 
ex-Canuck to boot, which is always a good thing.” 

Walker is more like a double-ex. 

A fifth-round pick of the Canucks in 1993, when few NHL teams were 
willing to draft a five-foot-10 defenceman, Walker spent five years in the 
organization before former general manager Brian Burke lost an 
argument with fleeting head coach Mike Keenan and allowed the player 
known as “Wild Thing” to join the Nashville Predators in the 1998 
expansion draft. 

Seventeen years later, Trevor Linden, Walker’s captain in Vancouver, 
brought him back to the Canucks in a player-development role. A year 
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after Linden left as president in 2018, Walker departed for a more senior 
position with the Arizona Coyotes. 

But after last season, Walker returned home to Cambridge, Ont., and 
took on a hockey-operations title with the Guelph Storm, the junior team 
he still partially owns, coached for four years (at a winning percentage of 
.625) and took to the 2014 Memorial Cup. 

And then on the weekend, Boudreau called and asked him to join him in 
Vancouver, where Walker would run the blue line and coach the penalty 
kill. 

“This team means more to me than people know,” Walker told Sportsnet 
on Tuesday. “I was telling Steamer (interim general manager Stan Smyl) 
the other day, I got drafted as a 19-year-old undersized defenceman, 
back when that wasn't in vogue, by Pat Quinn and George McPhee. 
Ronnie Delorme was on the scouting staff with Mike Penny. And they 
had Steamer, Thomas Gradin, Jack McIlhargey, Curt Fraser on staff. 
That means a lot to me. I feel like those people had a big impact on who I 
am in my life, not just as a player but as a person. I feel a great deal of 
responsibility to them, you know what I mean? 

“People say, 'Yeah, but you didn't play much here.' But it has nothing to 
do with playing. Look at these guys. I stayed in the game because of 
character, being a good teammate. But I learned all that from those 
people. 

“I'm not trying to be, like, arrogant but I turned down two other NHL 
teams, last year and the summer before that, for assistant coach (jobs) 
and it wasn't because I didn’t like them. Just for me, where I am in my life 
and in my kids' life, the fit has to be perfect. Honestly, when Bruce said it 
was Vancouver. . . the feeling of getting back here was like you couldn't 
even imagine.” 

Boudreau is 66 years old and working on a two-year contract. Walker is 
48 and, although on an NHL coaching staff for the first time, is building a 
pretty impressive resume with his success in junior and numerous Team 
Canada assignments in addition to his scouting and player-development 
experiences. 

His career trajectory is trending towards an NHL head-coaching job one 
day, and it’s not ridiculous to think that it could be in Vancouver after he 
is groomed by Boudreau. 

“I played for a lot of guys that are good coaches and great people,” 
Walker said. “But I'm not sure anybody that these guys will ever play for 
will care more about them than Bruce does. To be honest with you, as a 
player, that almost means more. He's a great tactical coach and he 
knows the game. But a lot of coaches are good at that stuff and they 
aren't successful. He actually cares. It's not a care like, ‘Oh, you're a 
good hockey player because you got the puck out.’ It's a care about: 
‘What's your family doing? How many kids do you have? How's your 
mom and dad?' I don't know, it's unique, especially nowadays.” 

The last time the Canucks underwent this level of upheaval – and this 
level of disappointment through the first quarter of the season – Walker 
was a depth player still trying to establish an NHL foothold on the 1997-
98 Vancouver team that saw Quinn and Tom Renney fired, replaced by 
Keenan, who had control of the roster until Burke arrived as the new GM 
the following summer. 

“My chaos wasn’t all the changes going on,” Walker said. “I was hardly 
playing. I think I was scratched 15 straight games. My chaos was: ‘Am I 
going to be an NHL player?’” 

But he added that Canuck players then, just like now, were looking for 
“something to grab on to.” 

Asked what that life raft is, Boudreau said “hope.” 

“Hope, communication, direction,” he explained. “The meetings I've had 
with the guys so far, they talk about communication a lot. They all want to 
win, and when things aren't going good, they don't like the crowd booing 
the heck out of them. Who would like that? They want to win. Sometimes 
it's a breath of fresh air when somebody with a different personality 
comes in. Like I said yesterday, it's like a do-over. You've had a 
mulligan.” 

Another chance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / New Canucks coaches Boudreau, Walker join forces in 
unpredictable fashion 
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VANCOUVER -- Bruce Boudreau and Scotty Walker planned to be 
coaching together in December. They just didn't knew until last weekend 
that it would be in the National Hockey League for the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

The coaches, who first got to know each other when Walker played the 
last nine of his 829 NHL games for Boudreau with the Washington 
Capitals at the end of the 2009-10 season, were invited by Hockey 
Canada to be part of Claude Julien’s staff for national-team tournaments 
this month in Russia and Switzerland. 

Boudreau had nearly hired Walker to be his assistant coach with the 
Minnesota Wild in 2016, but instead gave the job to Scott Stevens. 

But the two stayed in touch, and when Hockey Canada held staff 
meetings last month to plan Team Canada’s appearances at the Channel 
One Cup in Moscow and Spengler Cup in Davos, Walker and Boudreau 
reconnected and really got to talk hockey in depth. Boudreau loved 
Walker’s presentation at the summit on how to run the penalty kill. 

Hockey Canada’s press release announcing Team Canada’s coaching 
staff came out on Nov. 26. Nine days later, Canucks owner Francesco 
Aquilini hired Boudreau to replace Travis Green, and Vancouver’s new 
head coach insisted Walker come with him from Ontario. 

It wasn’t a hard sell. 

“Knowing the kind of guy he is, the personality he is, he just said yes,” 
Boudreau explained Tuesday, his second day on the job. “He didn't ask: 
‘What about my contract? What about anything?’ I said, 'Listen, I need 
you there tonight.' And he bought his own ticket and flew to Vancouver. 
That's the kind of character you want whether you're playing or coaching. 
It came together in a hurry. I just felt that Walks was the right guy. And an 
ex-Canuck to boot, which is always a good thing.” 

Walker is more like a double-ex. 

A fifth-round pick of the Canucks in 1993, when few NHL teams were 
willing to draft a five-foot-10 defenceman, Walker spent five years in the 
organization before former general manager Brian Burke lost an 
argument with fleeting head coach Mike Keenan and allowed the player 
known as “Wild Thing” to join the Nashville Predators in the 1998 
expansion draft. 

Seventeen years later, Trevor Linden, Walker’s captain in Vancouver, 
brought him back to the Canucks in a player-development role. A year 
after Linden left as president in 2018, Walker departed for a more senior 
position with the Arizona Coyotes. 

But after last season, Walker returned home to Cambridge, Ont., and 
took on a hockey-operations title with the Guelph Storm, the junior team 
he still partially owns, coached for four years (at a winning percentage of 
.625) and took to the 2014 Memorial Cup. 

And then on the weekend, Boudreau called and asked him to join him in 
Vancouver, where Walker would run the blue line and coach the penalty 
kill. 

“This team means more to me than people know,” Walker told Sportsnet 
on Tuesday. “I was telling Steamer (interim general manager Stan Smyl) 
the other day, I got drafted as a 19-year-old undersized defenceman, 
back when that wasn't in vogue, by Pat Quinn and George McPhee. 
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Ronnie Delorme was on the scouting staff with Mike Penny. And they 
had Steamer, Thomas Gradin, Jack McIlhargey, Curt Fraser on staff. 
That means a lot to me. I feel like those people had a big impact on who I 
am in my life, not just as a player but as a person. I feel a great deal of 
responsibility to them, you know what I mean? 

“People say, 'Yeah, but you didn't play much here.' But it has nothing to 
do with playing. Look at these guys. I stayed in the game because of 
character, being a good teammate. But I learned all that from those 
people. 

“I'm not trying to be, like, arrogant but I turned down two other NHL 
teams, last year and the summer before that, for assistant coach (jobs) 
and it wasn't because I didn’t like them. Just for me, where I am in my life 
and in my kids' life, the fit has to be perfect. Honestly, when Bruce said it 
was Vancouver. . . the feeling of getting back here was like you couldn't 
even imagine.” 

Boudreau is 66 years old and working on a two-year contract. Walker is 
48 and, although on an NHL coaching staff for the first time, is building a 
pretty impressive resume with his success in junior and numerous Team 
Canada assignments in addition to his scouting and player-development 
experiences. 

His career trajectory is trending towards an NHL head-coaching job one 
day, and it’s not ridiculous to think that it could be in Vancouver after he 
is groomed by Boudreau. 

“I played for a lot of guys that are good coaches and great people,” 
Walker said. “But I'm not sure anybody that these guys will ever play for 
will care more about them than Bruce does. To be honest with you, as a 
player, that almost means more. He's a great tactical coach and he 
knows the game. But a lot of coaches are good at that stuff and they 
aren't successful. He actually cares. It's not a care like, ‘Oh, you're a 
good hockey player because you got the puck out.’ It's a care about: 
‘What's your family doing? How many kids do you have? How's your 
mom and dad?' I don't know, it's unique, especially nowadays.” 

The last time the Canucks underwent this level of upheaval – and this 
level of disappointment through the first quarter of the season – Walker 
was a depth player still trying to establish an NHL foothold on the 1997-
98 Vancouver team that saw Quinn and Tom Renney fired, replaced by 
Keenan, who had control of the roster until Burke arrived as the new GM 
the following summer. 

“My chaos wasn’t all the changes going on,” Walker said. “I was hardly 
playing. I think I was scratched 15 straight games. My chaos was: ‘Am I 
going to be an NHL player?’” 

But he added that Canuck players then, just like now, were looking for 
“something to grab on to.” 

Asked what that life raft is, Boudreau said “hope.” 

“Hope, communication, direction,” he explained. “The meetings I've had 
with the guys so far, they talk about communication a lot. They all want to 
win, and when things aren't going good, they don't like the crowd booing 
the heck out of them. Who would like that? They want to win. Sometimes 
it's a breath of fresh air when somebody with a different personality 
comes in. Like I said yesterday, it's like a do-over. You've had a 
mulligan.” 

Another chance. 
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