
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 10, 2021 

 

 

 

‘A gross hockey game’: How the Hurricanes managed to snuff out the Flames in overtime 

By Chip Alexander  

The Carolina Hurricanes, continuing to thrive on the road this 
season, made it two straight in Canada on Thursday with a 
2-1 overtime win over the Calgary Flames. Sebastian Aho 
scored the winner with 52.4 seconds left in the OT, the 
second goal of the game for the Canes’ star center. 

“We weren’t sharp and that’s a good team and don’t give you 
much,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It was just kind 
of, I don’t know, a gross hockey game. It wasn’t fun to watch, 
wasn’t fun to be a part of to be honest. But we dug in. We 
were battling but we weren’t very sharp. We were pretty 
fortunate.” 

Five takeaways from the game: 

▪ The game matched two of the best goalies in the league 
this season, Frederik Andersen of the Canes and Jacob 
Markstrom of the Flames. But some of the biggest saves of 
the game were made by Canes forwards Teuvo Teravainen 
and Aho and defenseman Jaccob Slavin in the third period. 

First, Teravainen stuck his stick out and pulled the puck 
away from the goal line after it got through Andersen. Later, 
first Slavin and then Aho kept the puck out of the net with 
Andersen out of position, keeping it a 1-1 game. Andersen 
did have 26 saves, including some high-quality stops, and 
earned an assist when Aho skated the length of the ice to 
score the overtime winner. 

“The guys made some great plays on those that was kind of 
going through and went in behind me,” Andersen said. 
“Awesome. I’ll take the help sometimes.” 

▪ Jalen Chatfield has been noticeable for the Canes. It’s easy 
to spot No. 64, getting in checks and making good passes 
and plays in the D zone. There was gnashing of teeth when 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce went into the 
COVID-19 protocol, and more now that they’re both back 
skating again but not with the team in Canada. 

But Chatfield and Max Lajoie have handled all that has been 
asked of them. They’ve also done it while veteran Brendan 
Smith has given the Canes some spotty play and Ian Cole 
suddenly can’t stay out of the penalty box. Ethan Bear, 

recently sidelined by COVID, was a scratch Thursday with an 
illness after taking the pregame warmup. 

Despite the shakeup on D, the Canes have not slipped on 
the penalty kill and killed off five Flames power plays 
Thursday, including 56 seconds of a 4-on-3 by Calgary to 
start the overtime. 

▪ Brind’Amour can’t seem to find the right fit for Andrei 
Svechnikov. The power forward again played on a line with 
Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast on Thursday. He has been on 
Sebastian Aho’s line. He was on Vincent Trocheck’s line. 

Svechnikov is noticeable in games and was again Thursday 
but has not been a dominant player. He seems best with Aho 
and Teuvo Teravainen, or if not that, Trocheck and Necas. 
Staal and Fast do not seem to be the right fit for No. 37. 

▪ How does he do it? Slavin has said he hasn’t felt that well 
the past week or so, but it never shows in games and didn’t 
Thursday. His workload: 32:28 of ice time, including 8:14 of 
shorthanded time. That came after he played almost 30 
minutes Tuesday in the 4-2 win over the Winnipeg Jets. 

“Obviously it’s not something we want to do,” Brind’Amour 
said. “We’re missing some great players here and to hang 
around, missing the guys we are, says a lot about him 
because he’s done a lot of the work but our group in 
general.” 

▪ Defenseman Noah Hanifin scored the Calgary goal 
Thursday in the second period and could have had a second 
The former Canes D-man was awarded a penalty shot in the 
first period after knocking the puck away from Martin Necas 
and then taking a stretch pass from Johnny Gaudreau for a 
breakaway. 

Hanifin was stopped by Andersen on the first-period penalty 
shot, the puck skidding just wide of the post, but beat 
Andersen with a shot from the point in the second period. 
The former Canes D-man, traded with Elias Lindholm with 
Calgary in June 2018, has become a fixture in the Flames 
lineup. In the time-flies department: Hanifin now has played 
462 games.
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25 thoughts about the Hurricanes as they head into their 25th game of ’21-22 

By Sara Civian  

Folks, we’re at 24 going on 25 games in the Hurricanes’ 
2021-22 campaign, and a lot has already gone down. We’ve 
seen record-breaking winning streaks and worrying slumps. 
We’ve seen the beginning of Seth Jarvis’ NHL career, and 
unfortunately, a few reminders that the pandemic hasn’t 
ended. But with those reminders came some hope. While 
Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo did test positive for COVID-
19, both vaccinated defensemen were asymptomatic and as 
of Wednesday are cleared to return to play. 

The Canes are an impressive 17-6-1 through 24 games, but 
they still find themselves third in the Metropolitan Division. 
What do we make of the season so far? 

If you really want to lean into this exercise, now is the time to 
fire up YouTube and find an instrumental version of “We 
Didn’t Start the Fire.” 

1. Let’s start out with some thoughts straight from the guys 
themselves. I asked three of them a simple question after 
practice in Calgary on Wednesday: “How would you describe 
the season so far?” Head coach Rod Brind’Amour: “Well, I 
think it’s been OK. I think we’ve played really well, to be 
honest with you. I feel like there’s been two games I wasn’t 
happy with the way we played, so that’s pretty good. Pretty 
good effort, for sure, from top to bottom. Can we get better? 
Of course. I’d love to see us get healthy and see where we 
can go as a group, but I think overall that effort is the most 
important thing to me, and it’s been there pretty much every 
night.” 

2. Captain Jordan Staal: “I’d say pretty good. I mean, 
obviously, we’ve kind of been up and down lately, but as 
always, we’ve been playing pretty consistently still. I mean, 
our effort’s been there every night. The boys show up ready 
to play, and we’ve had obviously big games from our top 
guys, which you need as well. Everything has been good. 
Can we get better? Yeah. Can we keep building? Yes. But 
it’s been a good start.” 

3. Defenseman Brady Skjei: “Solid. We obviously started off 
really well. I think there were a few games at the start we 
maybe shouldn’t have won — got a few good bounces — 
then a few in the last six or seven where we maybe should 
have won but didn’t get the bounces. So overall, I think we’ve 
had a really good start and guys are playing well.” 

4. Of course both Brind’Amour and Staal explicitly mentioned 
effort, and they weren’t wrong. During their “slump,” the 
Canes doubled the shot counts of both Dallas and Ottawa 
but just couldn’t break through. You don’t want to see a trend 
like that go on too long, but for just a few games it shows the 
slump wasn’t a result of talent getting lazy — it actually was 
the bounces. 

5. With the power vested in me by the phrase, “Your best 
players need to be your best players,” I hereby declare 
Sebastian Aho the MVP of this first leg of the season. Aho 
has been criticized in the past for slower starts, but he’s 
made a statement in his first season of alternate captaincy. 
He currently leads the Canes in goals with 11, assists with 
16 and points with 27. His time on ice average of 19:40 per 
game is the highest among the team’s forwards, and he’s 
leading the charge on the offensive-effort front with 76 shots 
in 24 games. 

6. Freddie Andersen has naturally regressed from the 
superhuman performances that led to the early wins Skjei 
referenced, but he’s still been pretty dang good. All things 
considered, he’s 12-5-0, his 2.04 goals-against average is 
fourth in the league and his .927 save percentage is tied for 
seventh. 

7. Antti Raanta is 4-1-1 with a 2.41 goals-against average 
and a .904 save percentage. I still don’t think we’ve seen 
enough of him yet to know what, exactly, the Canes have if 
Andersen gets injured in or around the playoffs, but I was 
impressed by his most recent start against Buffalo, a solid 
effort that was mostly lost in the long-awaited flurry of goals. 

8. Tony DeAngelo ranks third on the team in points with 19 
(four goals) in 20 games, and he’s ninth among NHL 
defensemen in assists. He’s brought a high level of skill to 
the Canes power play and has dished a few really fun 
passes to unexpected goal scorer Brendan Smith. Not bad 
for $1 million. 

9. Speaking of price tags, $6.1 million was always going to 
hang over Jesperi Kotkaniemi‘s head, but even with that 
aside, the Canes needed more from him at the beginning of 
the season. They have had a recent history of starting 
centers out at wing — Aho, Martin Necas, Jarvis and, of 
course, Kotkaniemi to name a few. But as the season 
progressed, they realized Kotkaniemi was a unique case 
where he’s just better off making plays down the middle. 
He’s been solid ever since they made the decision to move 
him back to center, riding out a three-game goal streak to 
end November. 

10. I still think the Brind’Amour fine was ridiculous, and it’s a 
shame one of the most insightful and honest coaches in the 
NHL has to bite his tongue now. But if I’m an NHL player, I’ll 
pick a coach who is going to fight for me like that every time. 
That’s what really matters, right? 

11. What more can we say about Seth Jarvis? I guess an 
assist that was almost a goal in front of his family in friends in 
Winnipeg sums it all up. No moment seems too big for the 
19-year-old. 
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12. COVID-19 has unfortunately impacted the team already, 
with DeAngelo, Pesce and Ethan Bear recently on protocol. 
The good news? There were barely any symptoms — if any 
— and Bear is already back, and DeAngelo and Pesce have 
been cleared to return. We aren’t out of the woods, but these 
speedy recoveries and lack of symptoms are encouraging. 
And I’m sure the return of half the defense will give a team 
on the upswing a boost. 

13. In the meantime, though, newcomers Maxime Lajoie and 
Jalen Chatfield — especially Chatfield — are getting more 
comfortable in their roles. Chatfield got a nice assist in 
Winnipeg, and he’s not afraid to throw his body around. It’s 
important to see what depth options you’ve got so you’re 
ready for injuries in the playoffs, so at least there’s that. 

14. When did this become “Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants”? Has anyone else noticed the Hurricanes keep 
wearing each other’s clothes? Am I going crazy? 

15. So, the Metro Division is back and it’s scary as ever 
(*Smiles in Ovechkin*). 

16. Speaking of Alex Ovechkin, the Hurricanes power play 
has been both very bad and very good throughout the 
season, and it ranks 12th with a 20.8 percent conversion 
rate. Can you chalk some of that up to losing both 
quarterbacks in DeAngelo and Pesce? Sure. We’ll see what 
happens when they return in Minnesota. 

17. The penalty kill, on the other hand, has been excellent as 
per usual and seems to be growing stronger. Its 80.7 
percent-kill rate is third in the league, and the Canes rank 
ninth in the league in penalty minutes, so they’ve had more 
than enough opportunities to mess that up. 

18. Are Trocheck and/or Nino Niederreiter still going to be on 
this team by the end of the season? Those are the questions 
headed into the trade deadline. Maybe I’m just risk-averse, 
but I don’t like the chances of getting a better return than 
either of them when it comes to winning the Cup. At their 
best, the secondary scorers have really pushed this team 
over the edge into potential Cup contention over the past few 
seasons. Mind you, both Trocheck and Niederreiter caught 
the injury bug during last season’s playoff run. 

19. Derek Stepan has been a pretty solid addition to rotate 
in. He seems to make a difference every time he gets back in 
the lineup. You’ll need that come playoffs. (See: above.) 

20. After some ups and downs, it looks like the kids are 
going to be alright. Andrei Svechnikov has been on another 
level lately, with that “all over the ice, taking over the game” 
vibe that makes him so special. Most importantly, he’s 
managed to elevate his game while staying out of the penalty 
box for the past five games. It’s happening, folks. It’s really 
happening. He’s second behind Aho in both goals (nine) and 
points (21) in 23 games. 

21. Meanwhile Martin Necas is finally starting to have the 
season we all anticipated he’d have. He’s scored a goal in 
each of the past two games and has three points in his last 
five games. And how about those wraparound goals, huh? 

22. Necas’ scoring has been crucial for the Hurricanes, who 
have needed to score more goals of late. They scored one or 
two goals in each of the losses during their recent five-
losses-in-six-games stretch, and in fact haven’t scored more 
than two in a loss all season. Again, any slumping hasn’t 
been a goaltending issue. Overall, the Hurricanes rank 
seventh in the league in goals per game with 3.29. 
Obviously, that’s not horrendous, but they can be better. 
They started the season off strong offensively, and after that 
tapered off for a while, it looks like the floodgates have re-
opened these past two games. We’ll see. They’ll need that 
magic when the playoffs roll around. 

23. Ethan Bear has been a pretty strong addition, on and off 
the ice. You should follow him on Instagram (@EBear25) 
and see all the initiatives he’s involved in. 

24. Looking at how the Hurricanes compare to the rest of the 
league in a few other areas, what stands out is the great 
goaltending situation and the typical defensive prowess. 
They’ve allowed the fewest goals in the league and rank No. 
2 in goals allowed per game at 2.25. Their penalty kill is 
strong as always. 

25. And where does all that leave us? If we’re comparing 
what this team actually is to what many people thought it was 
going to be in the offseason, you’ve gotta be happy with the 
results so far. If the 9-0-0 start gave you impossible 
expectations, those might be coming back down to earth. 
Overall, pay attention to the streaks. After dropping five of 
six, the Hurricanes have won their last two. Can they keep it 
going? 
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Aho’s 2nd goal sinks Flames in OT 

By Cory Lavalette  

Sebastian Aho opened the game with a goal and ended it 
with another. Everything in between was a whole lot of 
Jaccob Slavin. 

Aho scored 4:14 into the game and at 4:07 of overtime, and 
Slavin played more than half the game in the Hurricanes’ 2-1 
win Thursday in Calgary. 

After Carolina killed off a penalty that carried over into 
overtime, Aho got the puck from goaltender Frederik 
Andersen in their own end and sped up the left side, blew by 
Elias Lindholm and lost the puck, which still got past Flames 
goalie Jacob Markstrom to give the Hurricanes their third 
straight win and improved their record to 18-6-1. 

“That’s your best player,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of Aho. “So we rely on him to do a lot of things, and he 
we came through for us tonight when, I think, a lot of guys 
were just having off nights. It was just hard to get anything 
kind of generated. Sometimes that’s what happens — 
sometimes the best player’s just got to take over.” 

And then there was Slavin, who played a career-high 32:28 
and has averaged nearly 28 minutes in four games this 
month with the defense depleted by both COVID-19 and a flu 
bug. 

“He’s one of the best in the league, for sure,” Aho said of 
Slavin. “Just every night — I get it, now he probably plays a 
little bit more than usual with a few guys out. … Just overall, 
a very, very good player. Huge, huge player for us.” 

It was Slavin who set up the first goal of the game, getting a 
pass from Aho and then taking a shot that Aho redirected 
past Markstrom (24 saves) to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 at 
4:14 of the first. 

Andersen (26 saves) then made a flurry of saves in the next 
minute before defenseman Noah Hanifin drew a penalty shot 
on Ian Cole just 79 seconds after Carolina had taken the 
lead. Andersen stopped that too, but the former Hurricanes 
draft pick wasn’t done. 

Just before the midway point of regulation, Hanifin took a 
pedestrian-looking wrist shot from the left point, but the puck 
seemed to change direction and got past Andersen’s glove 
to tie the game at 7:23 of the second period. 

From there, the Hurricanes had to do everything they could 
to get to overtime. Carolina killed off three more penalties, 
going a perfect 5 for 5 on the night, and swept the puck away 
from a vacant net three times — once by Teuvo Teravainen, 
and then by both Slavin and Aho in one sequence — to keep 
the game tied. 

“The guys made some great plays on those that kind of was 
going through and went in behind me,” Andersen said. “But 
yeah, that’s awesome. I think I’ll take the help sometimes. 
Just great plays.” 

In a game Brind’Amour called “gross,” the Hurricanes found 
a way to get two more points. 

“It wasn’t fun to be a part of, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said of the game. “We dug in. We did. 

“We were battling, we just weren’t very sharp.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Category 5: Lindholm, Flames next stop on Hurricanes’ road trip 
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By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes play the second game of a five-game road 
trip Thursday when they visit the Pacific Division-leading 
Calgary Flames. The Flames will be playing in just their 10th 
home game of the season, having built their 15-6-5 record 
primarily with success on the road. While Calgary is just 4-2-
3 at the Saddledome this year, the team is 11-4-2 away from 
home. 

Category 1 

News from the infirmary: The Hurricanes officially have all 
their players out of the NHL’s COVID protocols after 
defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo were released 
on Wednesday. 

The bad news is Carolina is playing in Canada and that 
places stricter requirements for border crossing. So Pesce 
and DeAngelo, who have already missed four games while in 
the protocol, will also skip tonight’s game along with the next 
two in Edmonton and Vancouver. 

The plan is to have them join the team for the final game of 
the road trip in Minnesota on Tuesday. 

“They’re able to skate and not just sit on the couch and then 
come into a game,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “The bad news is they should be playing. 
They’re free to play, but we can’t get them here. 

“I think from their standpoint it’s frustrating, but I think it’s 
good that they’ll at least have been on the ice. You’re not 
worried about that major rust from not skating for a long, long 
time.” 

Ethan Bear, who has only been back two games from his 
stay in the COVID protocol, did not take the morning skate 
Thursday because he was feeling ill, likely with a non-
COVID-related bug tat has circulated through the team. 

Category 2 

Now for the good news: the Hurricanes’ defensive call-ups 
have performed admirably. When Pesce and DeAngelo were 
first shelved, Carolina was also without Bear — who was 
patient zero of the Hurricanes’ outbreak. That meant 
Brind’Amour went from dressing seventh defenseman 
Brendan Smith to needing two more blueliners with all three 
of the team’s normal right-handed D out. 

Enter Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie. 

The Hurricanes and their followers had some familiarity with 
Lajoie, who was acquired in January from the Senators in 
exchange for Clark Bishop and pressed into duty in two 
games of the Nashville playoff series last year. 

In three games this season, Lajoie has averaged 13:45 ice 
time with gaudy 67.07% possession numbers. 

Chatfield — the undrafted 25-year-old Michigan native who 
before this year had spent all his career in the Vancouver 
organization, playing 18 games for the Canucks last season 
— has stood out in four games with the Hurricanes. 

“He’s earned his ice time,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s clear. … 
He’s looked great from the start.” 

Chatfield’s averaged 17 minutes a game and got his second 
career point when the rebound of his point shot was put in 
the net by Sebastian Aho in Tuesday’s 4-2 win in Winnipeg. 

He is one of only two players, along with Antti Raanta, to 
play for the Hurricanes this season without having been 
drafted. 

“I’ve kind of been an underdog most of my career,” Chatfield 
said Monday. “Even growing up. I didn’t play too high of a 
level. I started playing AAA when I was like 13, 14. I went 
undrafted in juniors and I got an opportunity to play in 
Windsor. I spent three great years there in a good 
organization, and I got to sign in Vancouver and started from 
there playing pro.” 

The path to the NHL is tough for anyone, but it’s even harder 
for players who are low draft picks or undrafted like Chatfield. 

“You gotta want it,” he said. “You want to be better than the 
next person. A lot of this stuff in life is mental, and hockey’s 
mental. I just try to go out there and just give it my all and 
play every game like it’s my last.” 

Brind’Amour said he’s done exactly that. 

“They understand that nothing’s gonna be given to them,” 
Brind’Amour said of Chatfield and players who have to earn 
their way through the ranks, “and so far he’s played like he 
wants to stay here and prove that he belongs.” 

With Pesce and DeAngelo close to returning, both Lajoie and 
Chatfield will likely be headed back to the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves. If they are needed again, Brind’Amour and the 
Hurricanes have to feel comfortable with what they can 
expect. 

Category 3 

While we’re on the topic of familiarity, Thursday will be the 
fifth time former Hurricanes fifth overall picks Elias Lindholm 
and Noah Hanifin will play against the team that drafted 
them. 

Hanifin has received more ice time in Calgary than he did 
during his time with Carolina, averaging nearly 21 minutes a 
game in three-plus seasons with the Flames with similar 
statistical results (83 points in 239 games with the 
Hurricanes vs. 79 points in 222 games with the Flames). 

Lindholm, however, has blossomed since coming to Calgary. 

The 27-year-old has nearly been a point-per-game player for 
the Flames, totaling 205 points — including 86 goals — in 
233 games since coming to Calgary with Hanifin in the trade 
that sent Dougie Hamilton, Micheal Ferland and Adam Fox to 
Raleigh. That’s nearly double the per game offensive output 
Lindholm had during his time with Carolina (188 points in 374 
games). 

He has 26 points in 26 games so far this season and leads 
all Flames forwards in ice time at 20:09. 

“I think I always knew (he) was just kind of scratching the 
surface when he was with us,” Brind’Amour said. “Young kid 
still learning the game and took big steps when he got a little 
mature, a little older, understanding the game, better 
understanding of the center position and all that stuff that you 
generally would expect from a kid that has a lot of talent.” 
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While many of the past Hurricanes who suffered through the 
team’s lean years have been greeted with, at minimum, 
courtesy from Carolina fans, Lindholm became a bit of a 
villain in Raleigh when he mocked the team’s Storm Surge in 
his first game back against his old team. 

It’s been nearly two years since Lindholm played the 
Hurricanes, but Carolina’s players know what to expect from 
No. 28. 

“He plays hard, plays tough … got a great shot and just plays 
the game the right way,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said. 

Category 4 

On top of Lindholm’s success, his line with Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk has been arguably the best in the 
NHL this year. Want proof? According to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, the trio has 19 goals for when on the 
ice at 5-on-5 vs. just three goals against, a whopping 86.36 
goals for percentage. When none of those three are on the 
ice, Calgary has 27 goals for and 27 against. 

Think of how well Aho and Teuvo Teravainen have played 
when together this season (72.73% GF in just over 164 
minutes) and realize Calgary’s top line has been better than 
that with three players over nearly twice as much time 
(311:44). 

The line also has a bit of everything. Lindholm has turned 
into a reliable two-way center, while Johnny Gaudreau has 
returned to form this season and Matthew Tkachuk remains 
one of the league’s peskiest power forwards. 

“They use each other well, and they have a great balance of 
skill and physicality and speed and all those things,” Staal 
said of the line. “So that line is a very dangerous one, and 
Lindy’s a big part of that.” 

Category 5 

Jim Rutherford is back in the game. The Vancouver 
Canucks, who dismissed GM Jim Benning and coach Travis 
Green on Sunday, hired the former Hurricanes and Penguins 
GM to be their president of hockey operations. The 72-year-
old Rutherford, who led Carolina to the Stanley Cup in 2006 
and then won back-to-back titles with Pittsburgh in 2016 and 
2017, signed a three-year deal with the Canucks on 
Thursday, just days after the team hired Bruce Boudreau to 
replace Green. 

The Hurricanes will play in Vancouver on Sunday. 

“That doesn’t surprise me,” Brind’Amour said of Rutherford 
reemerging with another team. “Jimmy’s been sitting out 
there and there’s these vacancies. Obviously he wanted to 
get back into the game, and no better guy to run a program.” 
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Recap: Aho Scores Both As Canes Put Out Flames In OT 

By Walt Ruff  

CALGARY, AB. - Sebastian Aho scored both of his team's 
goals Thursday night, including the overtime winner to push 
the Carolina Hurricanes past Calgary Flames by a score of 
2-1.  

Three Takeaways 

1) It Might Not Have Been Pretty, But The Canes Found A 
Way To Get It Done 

The Calgary Flames presented a tough test from start to 
finish, showing no surprise as to why they lead the Pacific 
Division. Their combination of physical and heavy players 
mixed with their high-end talent and skill provided Carolina 
with a tough test in numerous aspects of the game. 

Frederik Andersen was relied upon heavily, stopping 26 out 
of 27 shots, including a Noah Hanifin penalty shot early in 
the contest. 

Rod Brind'Amour said post-game that he thought the game 
was "gross", but he was proud of how his team dug in, 
considering Calgary is a team that doesn't give you much to 
work with offensively. A normally potent Carolina offense 
was held to 26 total shots through over 64 minutes of play, 
but they stuck with it and found a way to get a second one 
past Jacob Markstrom. 

2) Sebastian Aho Remains On Fire 

It's easy to say a player had a good game when you see on 
a box score that they had two tallies, however, Aho's 
performance extended well beyond just the goal scoring. 

His first of the evening was the culmination of a strong shift, 
one in which he won two battles against Flames defender 
Rasmus Andersson before beating him to the front of the net 
to tip home his 12th of the season. 

In the third period, he also contributed toward keeping the 
puck out of his own cage. With Andersen attempting to 
recover from an attempt at making an initial save on 
Andersson, Aho worked to his own crease to push away one 
of the following attempts. 

Then, in overtime, he utilized his speed and puck protection 
skills to drive to the net and give his team the second point. 

#20 now has nine points in his last four games, bringing his 
season total to 29 points in 25 games. 

3) Jaccob Slavin Continues To Be A Workhorse 

While this isn't new news, an eye-popping total of 32:28 time 
on ice for the team's defensive anchor commands a call for 
appreciation. 

This output comes just two days after playing a regulation 
game high of 29:51, no less. 

It was implied when Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce came 
out of the lineup that Slavin would likely have to increase his 
workload, but how much he's doing and how he's doing it are 
simply remarkable. His head coach said post-game of him 
that he "couldn't be more impressed with an individual". 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on how valuable Sebastian Aho is to the 
club: 

"That's your best player. We rely on him to do a lot of things 
and he came through for us. A lot of guys were just having 
off nights, it was hard to get anything generated. Sometimes 
that's what happens, sometimes the best players just have to 
take over." 

Frederik Andersen on what he saw from the opposition and 
how the team in front of him handled it: 

"They have their guys that are tough, go to the net and play 
a little bit harder, and then they have their skill guys. They've 
got a good mix. I think we handled it well. Our guys played 
awesome, we didn't give up a whole lot. We stuck with it all 
game and eventually got the break. Our patience was really 
good this evening. 

What's Next?: 

The team flies to Edmonton post-game before their Saturday 
evening matchup against the Oilers. They will not practice 
Friday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Defenseman Ethan Bear did not play in the contest. 
He was absent from morning skate due to illness, 
however, tried to give playing a try by taking 
warmups. He made it through but wasn't feeling up 
to par, so Max Lajoie stepped in. 

 Jordan Staal led all skaters with six hits. 

 With an assist on Aho's first goal of the night, Nino 
Niederreiter moved his current stretch to eight 
points in his last seven games. 

 In addition to his efforts in net, Andersen was 
credited with the primary assist on the game-
winning goal.
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Aho's second goal of game lifts Hurricanes past Flames in OT 

By Aaron Vickers 

CALGARY -- Sebastian Aho scored his second of the game 
with 53 seconds remaining in overtime to give the Carolina 
Hurricanes a 2-1 win against the Calgary Flames at 
Scotiabank Saddledome on Thursday. 

Aho drove to the net and jammed the puck in for his first 
game-winning goal of the season. 

"I had some space and time to build up my speed and I 
decided early on to take (Matthew Tkachuk) 1-on-1 but they 
made a nice switch there, little bit of side pressure [from 
Elias Lindholm]," Aho said. "Kind of caught me already but I 
got a break there, so it felt good." 

Frederik Andersen made 26 saves for the Hurricanes (18-6-
1), who have won three straight after a season-long three-
game losing streak. 

"It was a good effort through the lineup," Aho said. "I think 
guys worked hard. It wasn't pretty. I know we can be a lot 
better than that, but at the same time, we killed a lot of 
penalties (5-for-5 on penalty kill), 'Freddie' was unbelievable 
at the net, and big plays defensively as a group. It was a nice 
win." 

Noah Hanifin scored, and Jacob Markstrom made 24 saves 
for the Flames (15-6-6), who have lost three consecutive 
games for the first time this season. 

"We didn't get two points, so it wasn't good," Markstrom said. 
"We didn't get two points, and now we haven't got two points 
three games in a row. That's not good for our group, not 
good for our team and not good enough for me." 

Aho put Carolina ahead 1-0 at 4:14 of the first period when 
he redirected a pass from Jaccob Slavin past Markstrom. 
Aho has nine points (three goals, six assists) during a four-
game multipoint streak. 

"That's your best player," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "We rely on him to do a lot of things. He came through 
for us tonight. I think a lot of guys were just having off nights. 
It was just hard to get anything generated. Sometimes that's 
what happens, sometimes the best players have to take 
over." 

Andersen made a stick save on Hanifin's penalty shot at 5:33 
after he was hooked on a breakaway by Ian Cole, and 
Tkachuk missed the net on a breakaway at 6:04. 

Hanifin then tied it 1-1 at 7:23 of the second period with a 
wrist shot from the point that deflected off the stick of 
Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast before going in off the 
crossbar. 

"I just tried getting it to the net," Hanifin said. "I just think 
there was a D-man screening or something. That's 
something for us, as D-men, we've got to do a better job of 
just getting pucks to the net. When we do that, it helps. ... 
Even if it's rebounds or a tip or something, it helps generate 
more offense for our guys, so we've just got to keep focusing 
on that." 

Flames forward Dillon Dube's shot from the slot 1:47 into the 
third period trickled under the right arm of Andersen, but 
Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen pulled the puck off the 
goal line with one hand on his stick to prevent a goal. 

"There was two or three that I looked down and you're not 
sure if they're in or not," Calgary coach Darryl Sutter said. 
"The one that was close off the post ... really close." 

Calgary came close again with 2:17 left when Rasmus 
Andersson's centering pass went off Slavin's skate before he 
knocked the puck away with his stick. Tkachuk then tried to 
stuff the puck in, but Aho cleared it before the Flames could 
get a third chance. 

"The guys made some great plays on those going through or 
behind me," Andersen said. "That's awesome. I'll take the 
help, sometimes. Just great plays." 

NOTES: Calgary has lost six of seven games decided in 
overtime. ... Carolina is 7-0-1 when outshot by its opponent. 
… Slavin played a regular season NHL career-high 32:28. ... 
The Flames were 0-for-5 on the power play. ... Hurricanes 
forward Nino Niederreiter has five points (one goal, four 
assists) during a three-game point streak. ... Hurricanes 
defenseman Ethan Bear did not play due to non-COVID 
illness.
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Aho’s 2nd of game lifts Hurricanes over Flames 2-1 in OT 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored his 
second goal of the game 4:07 into overtime to give the 
Carolina Hurricanes a 2-1 victory over the Calgary Flames 
on Thursday night. 

Aho sped into the Calgary zone while being pressured by 
former teammate Elias Lindholm. Aho lost control of the 
puck, but it still had enough momentum to slide past goalie 
Jacob Markstrom. 

“I had some space and time to build up my speed and I 
decided early on to take that guy 1-on-1. But they made a 
nice switch there, little bit of side pressure,” Aho said. “(He) 
kind of caught me already but I got a break there, so it felt 
good.” 

Markstrom said he thought Aho was going to cut across to 
the middle of the ice, so he attempted to poke-check the 
puck off his stick. 

“I came really fast and I wanted to have my momentum with 
me if he was going to drag it across to the other side,” said 
Markstrom, who made 24 saves. “I felt like he wanted to do 
that and then Lindy caught him a little bit and he kind of lost 
the puck. I tried to poke it in the corner and my momentum 
was going the other way and it hit his skate or stick or 
whatever and went over my pad and in the net.” 

Aho also scored in the first period for the Hurricanes (18-6-1) 
to extend his point streak to four games. Frederik Andersen 
stopped 26 shots in the win. 

“I think guys played awesome today,” Andersen said. “We 
weren’t giving up a lot. We stuck with it all game and 

eventually got the break. Our patience was really good this 
evening.” 

Playing against his former team, defenseman Noah Hanifin 
scored for the Flames (15-6-6) but was unable to convert on 
an early penalty shot. 

“Usually guys have that little extra bump in their game,” 
Calgary coach Darryl Sutter said about Hanifin facing his old 
club. “I thought he skated really well and did what he could.” 

Calgary has dropped three in a row. 

The Hurricanes have allowed the fewest goals (55) in the 
NHL, while the Flames are second (57). 

“I think both teams play pretty responsibly and have a lot of 
structure when they’re playing the right way,” Hanifin said. 
“We’re a team that expects to win. We believe in our group. 
We go into games, we’re believing we’re going to win the 
hockey game, so it’s frustrating.” 

Aho opened the scoring when he redirected a pass from 
Jaccob Slavin past Markstrom at 4:14 of the first period. 

The Flames had a great chance to tie it at 5:33 when Hanifin 
was awarded a penalty shot after being hooked from behind 
by Ian Cole on a partial breakaway. Andersen got his stick 
on the puck and it trickled wide. 

Calgary had a couple more good chances late in the opening 
period on the power play, but Matthew Tkachuk chipped the 
puck just wide before crashing into the net and Andersen 
stood his ground to stop a shot from the slot by Andrew 
Mangiapane

. 

Draisaitl, Oilers to host the Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Edmonton Oilers (16-9-0, third in the Pacific) 

Edmonton, Alberta; Saturday, 10 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Oilers -118, Hurricanes -
102; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Leon Draisaitl and Edmonton take on 
Carolina. Draisaitl leads the NHL with 45 points, scoring 23 
goals and recording 22 assists. 

The Oilers have gone 9-4-0 in home games. Edmonton is 
fourth in the Western Conference recording 9.6 points per 
game, averaging 3.5 goals and 6.1 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 11-3-1 on the road. Carolina is 10th in 
the NHL recording 8.8 points per game, averaging 3.2 goals 
and 5.5 assists. 

The teams meet Saturday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Draisaitl has 45 total points for the 
Oilers, 23 goals and 22 assists. Connor McDavid has six 
goals and 10 assists over the last 10 games for Edmonton. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with a plus-10 in 25 
games this season. Nino Niederreiter has 9 points over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Oilers: 5-5-0, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.7 
assists, 3.4 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
three goals per game with a .912 save percentage. 
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Recap: Hurricanes’ multiple goalies save the day in 2-1 overtime win 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Frederik Andersen is listed as one of the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ two goaltenders on their roster. Antti Raanta is 
the other, and he didn’t play on Thursday. But on the basis of 
Thursday’s evidence, three of Andersen’s teammates might 
be making a claim to the crease as well. 

Third-period saves from Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin 
and Sebastian Aho — yes, you read that correctly — proved 
decisive, and Aho’s two goals did the rest of the job as the 
Hurricanes stayed perfect on their trip through western 
Canada in a 2-1 overtime win over the Calgary Flames. 

Just like they did on Tuesday in Winnipeg, the Hurricanes 
jumped out to an early lead. Again, Slavin was involved, but 
unlike on Tuesday when he registered the goal that got the 
Canes going, this time he was the setup man, fluttering a 
pass to the goal mouth where Aho redirected it over the 
shoulder of Flames goaltender Jacob Markstrom 4:14 into 
the game. 

The Pacific-leading Flames, though, didn’t waste much time 
getting their own crack at a scoring opportunity. Just over a 
minute later, Ian Cole surrendered a penalty shot by 
pestering Noah Hanifin just enough on a breakaway to earn 
the call. Hanifin’s penalty shot, the first of his career, nearly 
beat Andersen, but Andersen’s stick got enough of the puck 
to redirect it harmlessly into the far post. 

And...really, that was about it. These two teams are built in 
similar ways, and for long stretches the game was essentially 
the Spider-Man meme on ice. 

The league emphasis on cross checking bit both teams in 
the second, with the Flames whistled for one and the 
Hurricanes penalized for two. Neither of the visitors’ 
penalties were any worse than some Calgary infractions that 
went unpenalized, prompting loud protests from the 
Hurricanes’ bench. 

Hanifin made amends for his missed penalty shot seven 
minutes into the second, when an innocent-looking point shot 
glanced just barely off the stick of Jesper Fast, fooling 
Andersen and putting the Flames on the board. 

Early in the third, Dillon Dube had every reason to believe 
that he had given the Flames the lead. However, Teuvo 
Teravainen had other ideas, bailing out Andersen with a 
remarkable save that pulled the puck back from being nearly 
across the goal line: 

How close was it to going in? The flamethrowers that are 
perched above the nets that crank up when Calgary scores a 
goal went to work, coating the ice in a red glow momentarily, 
but to no avail. 

For two teams that make their living in skating north and 
south, there was very little of that to speak of. At times, it 
looked like a throwback to the late 1990s: occasional scoring 
chances in spite of the teams skating through motor oil. 

But late, Andersen was bailed out again, this time twice in 
the same sequence. Slavin mistakenly redirected a puck with 
his leg that was rolling toward the open net, but he somehow 
swung his stick out behind him to knock the puck out of 
harm’s way. Moments later, Aho did the same, making a 
save on a Matthew Tkachuk stuff chance and going a long 
way to preserving a point for the visitors. 

An Ian Cole hooking penalty with a minute left led to the 
Flames starting overtime on a 4-on-3 power play that went 
nowhere. Cole came out of the box and nearly finished a 
give-and-go with Aho to win it, only to be denied by a 
deflection off Elias Lindholm’s skate. 

Aho, though, wouldn’t be denied, turning on the afterburners 
to blow past his former teammate Lindholm late in overtime. 
He stopped on a dime, shoveled the puck through the legs of 
a sprawling Markstrom with 53 seconds left and gave the 
Hurricanes the bonus point, sending them to Edmonton with 
plenty of would-be goalies in tow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Andersen, Aho on tough win in Calgary 
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By Alec Sawyer  

Not all wins are created equal.  

The Carolina Hurricanes got a massive two points Thursday 
night in Calgary, beating the Flames 2-1 in overtime as 
Sebastian Aho scored both goals in a game that certainly 
wasn’t Carolina’s best.  

The Canes got the win though, as a couple huge defensive 
plays late in the game coupled with another great night on 
the penalty kill saw Carolina past a really, really good 
Calgary team.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, goalie 
Frederik Andersen and Aho spoke with members of the 
media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On this win coming a little tougher than some: That’s exactly 
what happened. We weren’t sharp. That’s a good team. They 
don’t give you much. I don’t know how you saw it, but I saw it 
as a gross hockey game. It wasn’t fun to watch. It wasn’t fun 
to be a part of, to be honest with you. But like you said, we 
dug in. We did. We were battling. We just weren’t very sharp, 
and we’re probably pretty fortunate there.  

On if it had a playoff feeling: The tightness of it, for sure. 
There wasn’t a lot of room. They didn’t give us many 
chances. When we did get a chance, we didn’t want to shoot. 
It was just a weird night for us offensively. I thought we did 
ok defensively. Obviously killing penalties was a big part of 
the game for both teams. Obviously we had a lot more to kill. 
I thought that was in a way what kept us in the game.  

On the penalty kill to end regulation and start overtime: 
Exactly. You take a penalty with a minute to go, the first thing 
you’re thinking of is that you’ve got to get it to overtime. They 
did a nice job there at the end. We didn’t really give them 
much. It gave us a chance to win. 

On the value of Aho in a game like this: That’s your best 
player. We rely on him to do a lot of things, and he came 
through for us tonight when I think a lot of guys were just 
having off nights. It was just hard to get anything kind of 
generated. Sometimes that’s what happens. Sometimes the 
best player just has to take over.  

On if he’s more and more impressed every day with Jaccob 
Slavin: I’m not more impressed or anything. I can’t be more 
impressed about an individual. It’s just icing on the cake that 
he can do this. Obviously it’s not something we want to do, 
but we’re missing some great players. To hang around 
missing some of the guys we are says a lot about him 

because he’s doing a lot of the work, but just our group in 
general. 

Frederik Andersen 

On things going his way and on his skaters making some 
goal-line clearances: Yeah, sure. The guys made some great 
plays on those. It went in behind me. But that’s awesome. I’ll 
take the help sometimes. Just great plays.  

On seeing Aho finish it in overtime: Yeah, he’s a special 
player. He’s a great skater. He sees the ice really well. 
Knowing that it was 3-on-3, he knew he had a lot of space up 
that left side. He took advantage. It was a great goal. 

On what Calgary did well to make it a tough game: They 
have their guys that are tough that go to the net and play a 
little bit harder, and then they have their skill guys. They 
have a pretty good mix of that. I think we handled it really 
well, though. I think the guys played awesome today. We 
weren’t giving up a lot. We stuck with it all game. We 
eventually got the break. I think our patience was really good 
this evening.  

On what has been working so well for the penalty kill: I think 
we’re well prepared and work really hard. And we’re detailed. 
I think that’s really the major keys to that. Tonight was great. 
The other night was really good as well. We’re not really 
letting them sit up, which is great. I think that’s the best way 
to defend it, to not even give them a sniff in the zone. I have 
really big respect for the work that they’ve put in. 

Sebastian Aho 

On his winner in overtime: The way it worked, I had some 
space and time to build up my speed. I decided early on to 
take that guy one-on-one. They made a nice switch there, a 
little bit of side pressure there. He had kind of caught me 
already, but I got a break there. It felt good.  

On it being a tough two points: Yeah, it was a good effort 
through the lineup. I think guys worked hard. It wasn’t pretty. 
I know we can be a lot better than that, but at the same time 
we killed a lot of penalties. Freddie was unbelievable in the 
net. And we had big plays defensively as a group. It was a 
nice win. 

On the challenges Calgary presented: That’s a good team. 
They work pretty well as a unit there. They have speedy, 
skillful forwards there. They like to go quick up all the time. 
You have to be alert about it. It’s just a good team overall. 

On Jaccob Slavin’s workload lately: In my opinion, he’s one 
of the best in the league, for sure. Every night. Right now 
he’s probably playing a little bit more than usual with a few 
guys out. He’s playing on the power play. He’s been very 
good at that, too. Just overall a very good player. He’s a 
huge player for us.  
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Sebastian Aho secures overtime win for Canes  

By Rachel Umbach 

The Carolina Hurricanes continued their success in Canada 
this season, getting the overtime win against the Calgary 
Flames in a low-scoring 2-1 matchup on Thursday, Dec. 9. 

Carolina (18-6-1) and Calgary (15-6-6) have two of the top 
defenses in the NHL but the Hurricanes were down three big 
names as Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo were unable to 
travel to Canada despite leaving COVID protocol, and Ethan 
Bear was suffering from a non-COVID illness.  

Other names stepped up though to hold the Flames to just 
one goal on 27 shots, including left wing Teuvo Teravainen 
who had a huge save to keep the game knotted at one to 
begin the third period. 

Also of note is the Canes’ penalty kill, which was tested 
against a powerful Calgary powerplay. Entering this 
matchup, the Hurricanes’ penalty kill was ranked third in the 
NHL, which made all the difference, as the Flames had five 
power play chances throughout the game, yet they weren’t 
able to convert on any of those opportunities.  

“It was just kind of a weird night offensively for us but I 
thought we did ok defensively,” said head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour. “Obviously killing penalties, it was a big part of 
the game for both teams but obviously we had a lot more to 
kill so I thought that was I guess in a way that’s what kept us 
in the game.” 

Tied at one throughout most of the evening, center 
Sebastian Aho netted the winner in overtime for the Canes 
with under a minute left, assisted by Teravainen and goalie 
Frederik Andersen.     

“[Aho is] a special player,” Andersen said. “I think a great 
skater, obviously sees the ice really well and then knowing 
that it’s 3 on 3 and he knew that he had a lot of space on that 
left side and yeah, I think he took advantage so it was a 
great goal.” 

Aho also got things started first for the Hurricanes, scoring 
on the deflection from defensemen Jaccob Slavin just four 
minutes and fourteen seconds into the action. With two goals 
on the night, he has now registered at least two or more 
points in his four consecutive games, dating back to 
December 2 against the Ottawa Senators.  

The Flames seemed to have a multitude of chances to tie it 
throughout the next few minutes, including a penalty-shot 
opportunity off of former Hurricane Noah Hanifin which went 
just wide, but Andersen began his impressive performance 
this evening blocking all ten shots on goal throughout the first 
period to keep the Canes 1-0 lead. 

Hanifin eventually made his way on the scoresheet just 
under halfway through the second, but that would be the only 
goal scored until Aho’s difference maker in overtime. 

“Yeah it was a good effort through the lineup,” Aho said. “I 
think guys worked hard. It wasn’t pretty, I know we can be a 
lot better than that but at the same time we killed a lot of 
penalties, Freddie was unbelievable at the net, and big plays 
defensively as a group, so yeah it was a nice win.” 

The Canes will continue their road trip throughout Canada 
and travel just a few hours north to Edmonton to play the 
Oilers on Saturday, December 11 at 10 p.m. 
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Goal-happy Wolves win again 

Forward C.J. Smith produced his second career hat trick and 
Josh Leivo posted a career-high five points as the Chicago 
Wolves raced to an 8-4 victory over the Texas Stars 
Thursday night at H-E-B Center. 

Leivo recorded two goals while forwards Andrew Poturalski 
and Jack Drury and defenseman Joey Keane also scored for 
the Wolves (15-4-1-1), who racked up a season-high in goals 
against three-time Vezina Award finalist Ben Bishop. 

Bishop was playing for the first time since August 2020 as 
the 35-year-old Dallas Stars goaltender started a 
conditioning stint with Texas (7-9-2-1). He faced the Wolves 
for the first time since Feb. 4, 2012, when he was a top 
prospect of the St. Louis Blues. 

Poturalski contributed four points (G, 3A) to seize the AHL’s 
scoring lead while Keane and Smith added three points 
apiece in a contest that was helter-skelter from the start. 

The teams split four goals in the opening 3 minutes, 36 
seconds, as the Wolves started the frenzy with Smith’s first 
goal just 33 seconds into the night. Chicago started a 
counterattack that wound up with defenseman Cavan 
Fitzgerald leading a 2-on-1 rush down the right wing. He 
spied Smith open on the left and fed him for a quick blast. 

Texas evened the score with Josh Melnick’s short-handed 
breakaway at the 2:47 mark, but the Wolves responded with 
Poturalski’s team-leading 10th goal of the season just 18 
seconds later. With Chicago still on the power play, Keane 
set up the captain at the top of the right circle and he 
whipped a rising wrister past Bishop. 

The Stars rallied again thanks to a 2-on-0 opportunity that 
ended with Riley Damiani scoring from close range to make 
it 2-2 at 3:36. 

Once again, the Wolves answered to regain the lead. Leivo 
whistled a shot that Bishop saved, but Jamieson Rees 
battled a Stars defenseman in the crease to keep the puck 
free. Drury swooped in and poked it over Bishop’s right 
shoulder to give the Wolves a 3-2 edge at 6:16. 

After a comparative lull, Texas pulled even at 16:47 of the 
first when Winfield native Anthony Louis flicked a one-timer 

from the bottom of the left circle for a power-play goal to 
make it 3-3. 

Smith waited just 24 seconds to score in the second period. 
He traded passes with Stefan Noesen, then slammed a one-
timer from the left circle past Bishop on the short side to give 
the Wolves a 4-3 lead. 

For the fourth consecutive time, Texas erased its one-goal 
deficit as Ty Dellandrea took advantage of a pass that went 
off a Stars forward’s skate and knocked home a power-play 
goal at 11:42 of the second. 

The 4-4 tie lasted just 65 seconds as Poturalski set up 
Leivo’s power-play goal from the left circle to give the Wolves 
a 5-4 lead at 12:47. Chicago finally registered the game’s 
first two-goal lead as Keane snapped home a shot from the 
high slot at 14:37. Leivo picked up his third assist of the night 
on the play. 

Smith completed his first hat trick since March 18, 2018, with 
the prettiest goal of the night. Dominik Bokk used his speed 
to fly down the right wing and transform a 2-on-3 rush into a 
great opportunity for Smith. His wraparound pass found 
Smith slicing through traffic in the slot, then the Des Moines 
native flicked a backhand into the net for the 7-4 lead with 
1:28 left in the second period. 

Leivo delivered his second goal of the night when Drury 
spotted him behind the defense and he raced in to beat 
Bishop with a snapper at 15:24 of the third. 

Wolves goaltender Eetu Makiniemi (9-2-1) stopped 19 shots 
to pick up his fourth consecutive win. Bishop finished with 26 
saves while playing all but the final 1:28 of the second 
period. 

The Wolves stay in the Lone Star State to face Texas again 
at 7 p.m. Saturday. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 16, to face the Manitoba Moose, 
then hosts the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 18. To take advantage of great holiday specials on 
Wolves tickets and merchandise, visit 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 

Gameday: Let’s talk goalies 
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CHICAGO WOLVES (14-4-1-1) 
AT TEXAS STARS (7-8-2-1) 
 

Let’s talk goaltending 

Why do the Chicago Wolves enter tonight’s game at Texas 
with the American Hockey League’s longest active winning 
streak? Well, it’s pretty easy to point toward the goaltenders 
and the team defense in front of them. 

During the Wolves’ six-game streak that began Nov. 26 at 
Grand Rapids, goaltenders Alex Lyon and Eetu Makiniemi 
have combined to allow just seven goals. They have not 
allowed an even-strength goal since the 5:11 mark of the 
second period on Nov. 27 against Rockford, a stretch of 279 
minutes and 49 seconds. 

And while it’s not ideal to play the “ifs and buts” game, we’ll 
still mention this stat: If not for Iowa rookie Matt Boldy 
scoring on a 5-on-3 power play in the first period Saturday 
night, the Wolves would be entering H-E-B Center tonight 
riding their first back-to-back-to-back shutouts in franchise 
history. 

During their six-game run, the Wolves have vaulted from 
seventh to second on the AHL’s goals against per game 
chart (2.71 to 2.25). Not coincidentally, they have risen from 
28th place to 16th in the AHL’s penalty kill standings as they 
have jumped from 77.1 percent to 81.4 by stopping 20 of the 
last 22 power plays they’ve encountered. 

Makiniemi, whose turn it is to play tonight, ranks fourth in the 
AHL in goals-against average (2.09) and eighth in save 
percentage (.923). Lyon, who’ll ride consecutive shutouts 
into Saturday’s game, stands second in GAA (1.47) and save 
percentage (.935). 

WHEN DID IT BECOME 2012 AGAIN? 

While we’re on the topic of goalies, the Dallas Stars sent 35-
year-old Ben Bishop to the Texas Stars on Monday for a 
conditioning assignment. Bishop hasn’t played since Aug. 
31, 2020, due to a knee injury. 

If Bishop plays tonight as anticipated, it will mark his first 
action against the Wolves since Feb. 4, 2012, when Bishop 
stopped 29 shots to lead the Peoria Rivermen to a 4-1 
victory. That moved Bishop’s lifetime record to 10-8-4 
against Chicago with a 2.67 goals-against average and a 
.912 save percentage. 

Crazily enough, Bishop’s prospective 9-year, 10-month and 
5-day gap between appearances in the net against the 
Wolves would not be a record. Jason LaBarbera faced the 
Wolves on Jan. 25, 2003, for the Hartford Wolf Pack, then 
didn’t see them again until April 18, 2004, with the Rockford 
IceHogs. 

Meanwhile, AHL legend Michael Leighton owns the record 
for the longest amount of time between his first goaltending 
gig against the Wolves (Nov. 2, 2001, for the Norfolk 
Admirals) and his last game against the Wolves (Jan. 3, 
2017 for the Charlotte Checkers). As an added bonus, 
Leighton proceeded to play five games FOR the Wolves after 
that! He posted his AHL-record 50th and final shutout on 

behalf of the Wolves exactly four years ago today at 
Cleveland. 

we are the wolves 

The last time the Chicago Wolves and Texas Stars met on 
Jan. 25, 2020, Curtis McKenzie served alongside Patrick 
Brown and Jaycob Megna as the Wolves’ assistant captains 
(there was no official captain that year). 

Now, of course, McKenzie has returned to Texas for a 
second turn as the Stars’ captain. During his two seasons in 
Chicago, McKenzie lived up to his reputation as a fan 
favorite who plays his best when the stakes are the highest. 

When the Wolves made their run to the 2019 Calder Cup 
Finals, McKenzie led the team with 8 postseason goals and 
shared the top spot in points with 15. 

LAST TWO GAMES 

SUNDAY, DEC. 5: CHICAGO 4, IOWA 0  

 Alex Lyon became the seventh goaltender in 
Wolves history to record shutouts in back-to-back 
appearances as the Wolves pushed their winning 
streak to a season-high six games. 

 Forwards David Cotton, Jack Drury, Stefan Noesen 
and Josh Leivo scored goals while C.J. Smith 
handed out two assists playing in his hometown of 
Des Moines. 

 Lyon rejected 20 shots to register his eighth career 
AHL shutout. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 4: CHICAGO 2, (at) IOWA 1 

 After Iowa scored during a 5-on-3 power play in the 
first period, the Wolves buckled down and scored in 
the second and third to extend their winning streak 
to five games. 

 Centers Maxim Letunov and Jack Drury scored as 
Dominik Bokk set up Letunov’s tying blast and 
captain Andrew Poturalski teed up Drury’s game-
winner. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi posted 23 saves to earn 
his third straight win. 

By the numbers 

2: You can count on two fingers the number of times the 
Wolves have been outshot during their first 19 games this 
season. The first game was way back on Oct. 22 when the 
Wolves allowed a season-high 43 shots in a 3-2 win at 
Milwaukee. The second was Nov. 6 when Manitoba limited 
the Wolves to a season-low 23 attempts during a 5-1 Moose 
win at Allstate Arena. Chicago enters today’s action riding a 
13-game streak of outshooting its opponent — the second-
longest streak in franchise history. They can tie the record 
set by John Anderson’s 1998-99 squad that won the shots 
battle in 14 consecutive games from Jan. 2 to Jan. 30 and 
posted an 8-4-0-2 record during that run. The current Wolves 
own a 473-322 shot margin (36.4-24.8 per game) during this 
spree. 
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7: Seven players have taken the ice for all 20 games to date 
— and all are forwards: Jack Drury, Maxim Letunov, Stelio 
Mattheos, Stefan Noesen, captain Andrew Poturalski, 
Spencer Smallman and C.J. Smith. This seven-man crew 
has combined for 34 of the Wolves’ 61 non-shootout goals — 
including four of the six tallies over the weekend at Iowa — 
and 55 of their 106 assists. Smith, Poturalski and Noesen 
have served as the team’s top line for all but two games. 

10: Veteran forward Josh Leivo, No. 10 on the roster, fired 
10 shots during Sunday’s 4-0 win at Iowa. Not only did that 
set a professional-high for the 28-year-old from Innisfil, 
Ontario, it represented a season-high for the Wolves. In fact, 
no Wolves player had launched at least 10 shots in a game 
since rookie defenseman Dylan Coghlan fired 10 on goal 
during a 3-2 shootout loss to the Colorado Eagles on April 7, 
2019. That was 117 regular-season games ago for the 
Wolves. 

34.65: The Chicago Wolves’ single-season record for shots 
per game was set by the 1998-99 squad with 34.65 per 
outing. This output led the 16-team International Hockey 
League that season — and marks the only time in the 
Wolves’ first 27 years that they led their league in shots per 
game. This year’s squad has a chance to break the team 
record AND become the second in franchise annals to lead 
the league. The Wolves enter tonight’s game averaging 
35.10 shots per game, which has overtaken Manitoba and 
Iowa within the last week to move into first place in the 31-
team AHL. 

250: Captain Andrew Poturalski produced his 250th AHL 
point Saturday night when he deftly set up Jack Drury’s 
game-winning goal 47 seconds into the third period. 
Poturalski has racked up 86 goals and 164 assists in 319 
games for the Charlotte Checkers, San Diego Gulls and 

Wolves. Not only did Poturalski reach that milestone, he 
pulled into a tie with Rochester right wing Jack Quinn for the 
AHL’s 2021-22 scoring lead with 24 points (9G, 15A) in 19 
games. The 27-year-old is bidding to become the AHL’s first 
player to win back-to-back scoring titles since Philadelphia’s 
Peter White in 1996-97 and 1997-98. 

415: Since the Wolves organization played its first game on 
Oct. 1, 1994, a total of 709 players have suited up for 
Chicago. Defenseman Daniel Brickley was the latest to make 
his debut when he played Thursday against Iowa. When 
forward Ben Jones made his debut with the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Nov. 20, he became the 415th Wolves alum to 
compete in the greatest league in the world. Put another 
way, 58.5 percent of all Wolves have played in the NHL. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Saturday, 
Dec. 11 

at Texas 7 p.m. H-E-B Center AHLTV  

Sunday, 
Dec. 12 

at Texas 5 p.m. H-E-B Center AHLTV  

Thursday, 
Dec. 16 

vs. 
Manitoba 

11 
a.m. 

Allstate Arena AHLTV  

Friday, Dec. 
17 

at 
Milwaukee 

7 p.m. Panther Arena AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Dec. 18 

vs. 
Milwaukee 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256476781.html 

https://theathletic.com/3003985/2021/12/09/25-thoughts-about-the-hurricanes-as-they-head-into-their-25th-game-of-21-22/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/ahos-2nd-goal-sinks-flames-in-ot/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/category-5-lindholm-flames-next-stop-on-hurricanes-road-trip/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-aho-scores-both-as-canes-put-out-flames-in-ot/c-328844842 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-calgary-flames-game-recap/c-328789018  
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-alberta-canada-f64b098f6511ec2090fa69d91598c687 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-edmonton-oilers-canada-73f58dc7acb44eb8b23144a52bb1ae11 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/9/22827392/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-sebastian-aho-calgary-flames-frederik-andersen-teuvo-

teravainen 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/10/22827444/they-said-it-brindamour-andersen-aho-on-tough-win-in-calgary 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/sebastian-aho-secures-overtime-win-for-canes/article_981c8c60-5980-11ec-9e5c-eb226abd25c2.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/09/goal-happy-wolves-win-again/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/09/gameday-lets-talk-goalies/ 
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‘A gross hockey game’: How the Hurricanes managed to snuff out the 
Flames in overtime 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes, continuing to thrive on the road this season, 
made it two straight in Canada on Thursday with a 2-1 overtime win over 
the Calgary Flames. Sebastian Aho scored the winner with 52.4 seconds 
left in the OT, the second goal of the game for the Canes’ star center. 

“We weren’t sharp and that’s a good team and don’t give you much,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It was just kind of, I don’t know, a 
gross hockey game. It wasn’t fun to watch, wasn’t fun to be a part of to 
be honest. But we dug in. We were battling but we weren’t very sharp. 
We were pretty fortunate.” 

Five takeaways from the game: 

▪ The game matched two of the best goalies in the league this season, 
Frederik Andersen of the Canes and Jacob Markstrom of the Flames. But 
some of the biggest saves of the game were made by Canes forwards 
Teuvo Teravainen and Aho and defenseman Jaccob Slavin in the third 
period. 

First, Teravainen stuck his stick out and pulled the puck away from the 
goal line after it got through Andersen. Later, first Slavin and then Aho 
kept the puck out of the net with Andersen out of position, keeping it a 1-
1 game. Andersen did have 26 saves, including some high-quality stops, 
and earned an assist when Aho skated the length of the ice to score the 
overtime winner. 

“The guys made some great plays on those that was kind of going 
through and went in behind me,” Andersen said. “Awesome. I’ll take the 
help sometimes.” 

▪ Jalen Chatfield has been noticeable for the Canes. It’s easy to spot No. 
64, getting in checks and making good passes and plays in the D zone. 
There was gnashing of teeth when defensemen Tony DeAngelo and 
Brett Pesce went into the COVID-19 protocol, and more now that they’re 
both back skating again but not with the team in Canada. 

But Chatfield and Max Lajoie have handled all that has been asked of 
them. They’ve also done it while veteran Brendan Smith has given the 
Canes some spotty play and Ian Cole suddenly can’t stay out of the 
penalty box. Ethan Bear, recently sidelined by COVID, was a scratch 
Thursday with an illness after taking the pregame warmup. 

Despite the shakeup on D, the Canes have not slipped on the penalty kill 
and killed off five Flames power plays Thursday, including 56 seconds of 
a 4-on-3 by Calgary to start the overtime. 

▪ Brind’Amour can’t seem to find the right fit for Andrei Svechnikov. The 
power forward again played on a line with Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast 

on Thursday. He has been on Sebastian Aho’s line. He was on Vincent 
Trocheck’s line. 

Svechnikov is noticeable in games and was again Thursday but has not 
been a dominant player. He seems best with Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, 
or if not that, Trocheck and Necas. Staal and Fast do not seem to be the 
right fit for No. 37. 

▪ How does he do it? Slavin has said he hasn’t felt that well the past 
week or so, but it never shows in games and didn’t Thursday. His 
workload: 32:28 of ice time, including 8:14 of shorthanded time. That 
came after he played almost 30 minutes Tuesday in the 4-2 win over the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

“Obviously it’s not something we want to do,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re 
missing some great players here and to hang around, missing the guys 
we are, says a lot about him because he’s done a lot of the work but our 
group in general.” 

▪ Defenseman Noah Hanifin scored the Calgary goal Thursday in the 
second period and could have had a second The former Canes D-man 
was awarded a penalty shot in the first period after knocking the puck 
away from Martin Necas and then taking a stretch pass from Johnny 
Gaudreau for a breakaway. 

Hanifin was stopped by Andersen on the first-period penalty shot, the 
puck skidding just wide of the post, but beat Andersen with a shot from 
the point in the second period. The former Canes D-man, traded with 
Elias Lindholm with Calgary in June 2018, has become a fixture in the 
Flames lineup. In the time-flies department: Hanifin now has played 462 
games. 

News Observer LOADED: 12.10.2021 
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25 thoughts about the Hurricanes as they head into their 25th game of 
’21-22 

 

By Sara Civian Dec 9, 2021  

  

Folks, we’re at 24 going on 25 games in the Hurricanes’ 2021-22 
campaign, and a lot has already gone down. We’ve seen record-breaking 
winning streaks and worrying slumps. We’ve seen the beginning of Seth 
Jarvis’ NHL career, and unfortunately, a few reminders that the pandemic 
hasn’t ended. But with those reminders came some hope. While Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo did test positive for COVID-19, both 
vaccinated defensemen were asymptomatic and as of Wednesday are 
cleared to return to play. 

The Canes are an impressive 17-6-1 through 24 games, but they still find 
themselves third in the Metropolitan Division. What do we make of the 
season so far? 

If you really want to lean into this exercise, now is the time to fire up 
YouTube and find an instrumental version of “We Didn’t Start the Fire.” 
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1. Let’s start out with some thoughts straight from the guys themselves. I 
asked three of them a simple question after practice in Calgary on 
Wednesday: “How would you describe the season so far?” Head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour: “Well, I think it’s been OK. I think we’ve played really 
well, to be honest with you. I feel like there’s been two games I wasn’t 
happy with the way we played, so that’s pretty good. Pretty good effort, 
for sure, from top to bottom. Can we get better? Of course. I’d love to see 
us get healthy and see where we can go as a group, but I think overall 
that effort is the most important thing to me, and it’s been there pretty 
much every night.” 

2. Captain Jordan Staal: “I’d say pretty good. I mean, obviously, we’ve 
kind of been up and down lately, but as always, we’ve been playing 
pretty consistently still. I mean, our effort’s been there every night. The 
boys show up ready to play, and we’ve had obviously big games from our 
top guys, which you need as well. Everything has been good. Can we get 
better? Yeah. Can we keep building? Yes. But it’s been a good start.” 

3. Defenseman Brady Skjei: “Solid. We obviously started off really well. I 
think there were a few games at the start we maybe shouldn’t have won 
— got a few good bounces — then a few in the last six or seven where 
we maybe should have won but didn’t get the bounces. So overall, I think 
we’ve had a really good start and guys are playing well.” 

4. Of course both Brind’Amour and Staal explicitly mentioned effort, and 
they weren’t wrong. During their “slump,” the Canes doubled the shot 
counts of both Dallas and Ottawa but just couldn’t break through. You 
don’t want to see a trend like that go on too long, but for just a few games 
it shows the slump wasn’t a result of talent getting lazy — it actually was 
the bounces. 

5. With the power vested in me by the phrase, “Your best players need to 
be your best players,” I hereby declare Sebastian Aho the MVP of this 
first leg of the season. Aho has been criticized in the past for slower 
starts, but he’s made a statement in his first season of alternate 
captaincy. He currently leads the Canes in goals with 11, assists with 16 
and points with 27. His time on ice average of 19:40 per game is the 
highest among the team’s forwards, and he’s leading the charge on the 
offensive-effort front with 76 shots in 24 games. 

6. Freddie Andersen has naturally regressed from the superhuman 
performances that led to the early wins Skjei referenced, but he’s still 
been pretty dang good. All things considered, he’s 12-5-0, his 2.04 goals-
against average is fourth in the league and his .927 save percentage is 
tied for seventh. 

7. Antti Raanta is 4-1-1 with a 2.41 goals-against average and a .904 
save percentage. I still don’t think we’ve seen enough of him yet to know 
what, exactly, the Canes have if Andersen gets injured in or around the 
playoffs, but I was impressed by his most recent start against Buffalo, a 
solid effort that was mostly lost in the long-awaited flurry of goals. 

8. Tony DeAngelo ranks third on the team in points with 19 (four goals) in 
20 games, and he’s ninth among NHL defensemen in assists. He’s 
brought a high level of skill to the Canes power play and has dished a 
few really fun passes to unexpected goal scorer Brendan Smith. Not bad 
for $1 million. 

9. Speaking of price tags, $6.1 million was always going to hang over 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi‘s head, but even with that aside, the Canes needed 
more from him at the beginning of the season. They have had a recent 
history of starting centers out at wing — Aho, Martin Necas, Jarvis and, 
of course, Kotkaniemi to name a few. But as the season progressed, they 
realized Kotkaniemi was a unique case where he’s just better off making 
plays down the middle. He’s been solid ever since they made the 
decision to move him back to center, riding out a three-game goal streak 
to end November. 

10. I still think the Brind’Amour fine was ridiculous, and it’s a shame one 
of the most insightful and honest coaches in the NHL has to bite his 
tongue now. But if I’m an NHL player, I’ll pick a coach who is going to 
fight for me like that every time. That’s what really matters, right? 

11. What more can we say about Seth Jarvis? I guess an assist that was 
almost a goal in front of his family in friends in Winnipeg sums it all up. 
No moment seems too big for the 19-year-old. 

12. COVID-19 has unfortunately impacted the team already, with 
DeAngelo, Pesce and Ethan Bear recently on protocol. The good news? 
There were barely any symptoms — if any — and Bear is already back, 
and DeAngelo and Pesce have been cleared to return. We aren’t out of 
the woods, but these speedy recoveries and lack of symptoms are 
encouraging. And I’m sure the return of half the defense will give a team 
on the upswing a boost. 

13. In the meantime, though, newcomers Maxime Lajoie and Jalen 
Chatfield — especially Chatfield — are getting more comfortable in their 
roles. Chatfield got a nice assist in Winnipeg, and he’s not afraid to throw 
his body around. It’s important to see what depth options you’ve got so 
you’re ready for injuries in the playoffs, so at least there’s that. 

14. When did this become “Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants”? Has 
anyone else noticed the Hurricanes keep wearing each other’s clothes? 
Am I going crazy? 

IS THAT THE SAME JACKET, THOUGH? 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/ZC0PPDQU4N 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) DECEMBER 7, 2021 

15. So, the Metro Division is back and it’s scary as ever (*Smiles in 
Ovechkin*). 

16. Speaking of Alex Ovechkin, the Hurricanes power play has been both 
very bad and very good throughout the season, and it ranks 12th with a 
20.8 percent conversion rate. Can you chalk some of that up to losing 
both quarterbacks in DeAngelo and Pesce? Sure. We’ll see what 
happens when they return in Minnesota. 

17. The penalty kill, on the other hand, has been excellent as per usual 
and seems to be growing stronger. Its 80.7 percent-kill rate is third in the 
league, and the Canes rank ninth in the league in penalty minutes, so 
they’ve had more than enough opportunities to mess that up. 

18. Are Trocheck and/or Nino Niederreiter still going to be on this team 
by the end of the season? Those are the questions headed into the trade 
deadline. Maybe I’m just risk-averse, but I don’t like the chances of 
getting a better return than either of them when it comes to winning the 
Cup. At their best, the secondary scorers have really pushed this team 
over the edge into potential Cup contention over the past few seasons. 
Mind you, both Trocheck and Niederreiter caught the injury bug during 
last season’s playoff run. 

19. Derek Stepan has been a pretty solid addition to rotate in. He seems 
to make a difference every time he gets back in the lineup. You’ll need 
that come playoffs. (See: above.) 

20. After some ups and downs, it looks like the kids are going to be 
alright. Andrei Svechnikov has been on another level lately, with that “all 
over the ice, taking over the game” vibe that makes him so special. Most 
importantly, he’s managed to elevate his game while staying out of the 
penalty box for the past five games. It’s happening, folks. It’s really 
happening. He’s second behind Aho in both goals (nine) and points (21) 
in 23 games. 

21. Meanwhile Martin Necas is finally starting to have the season we all 
anticipated he’d have. He’s scored a goal in each of the past two games 
and has three points in his last five games. And how about those 
wraparound goals, huh? 

22. Necas’ scoring has been crucial for the Hurricanes, who have needed 
to score more goals of late. They scored one or two goals in each of the 
losses during their recent five-losses-in-six-games stretch, and in fact 
haven’t scored more than two in a loss all season. Again, any slumping 
hasn’t been a goaltending issue. Overall, the Hurricanes rank seventh in 
the league in goals per game with 3.29. Obviously, that’s not horrendous, 
but they can be better. They started the season off strong offensively, 
and after that tapered off for a while, it looks like the floodgates have re-
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opened these past two games. We’ll see. They’ll need that magic when 
the playoffs roll around. 

23. Ethan Bear has been a pretty strong addition, on and off the ice. You 
should follow him on Instagram (@EBear25) and see all the initiatives 
he’s involved in. 

24. Looking at how the Hurricanes compare to the rest of the league in a 
few other areas, what stands out is the great goaltending situation and 
the typical defensive prowess. They’ve allowed the fewest goals in the 
league and rank No. 2 in goals allowed per game at 2.25. Their penalty 
kill is strong as always. 

25. And where does all that leave us? If we’re comparing what this team 
actually is to what many people thought it was going to be in the 
offseason, you’ve gotta be happy with the results so far. If the 9-0-0 start 
gave you impossible expectations, those might be coming back down to 
earth. Overall, pay attention to the streaks. After dropping five of six, the 
Hurricanes have won their last two. Can they keep it going? 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.10.2021 
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Edmonton Oilers can't stop the bleeding in tough loss to Bruins 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

Publishing date: Dec 09, 2021  

 

They lost the game, their fourth in a row if you’re counting, but the 
Edmonton Oilers did learn a valuable lesson Thursday night – when 
you’re trying to stop the bleeding, don’t use knives. 

The knowledge came too late to save the slumping Oilers from another 
night of puncture wounds, this time a 3-2 defeat to a tired and average 
Boston Bruins team playing its second game in as many nights. 

“We want to stay even keeled and not get too far ahead of ourselves 
when things are good and not get too down on ourselves when we are 
going through something like this,” sighed captain Connor McDavid, well 
aware that they need to straighten this out in a hurry. 

“It is obviously a long year and these things happen, but we want to get 
of it. The sense of urgency needs to go up and we have to find a way to 
get a win here.” 

The Oilers played pretty well in this one – better than a Boston team that 
was outshot 43-30 — but it was another one of those games where the 
goalie at the other end of the ice looks like Patrick Roy in his prime and 
every play around the opposition net seemed a split second late or a 
couple of inches off. 

“I think the last two games probably could have gone either way,” said 
Leon Draisaitl, who had both Edmonton goals, both on the power play. 

“I thought we were the better team tonight, but that’s the NHL. We’ve 
won games, too, where we got outplayed. We just have to find a way to 
keep that last one out of the net and take it into overtime and give 
ourselves a chance.” 

That didn’t happen. And, in the end, the Oilers didn’t do enough to win, or 
they would have won. They gave up the first goal again, fell behind 2-0, 
couldn’t score five-on-five and broke down late on Matt Grzelcyk’s game 
winner with 2:33 to play. 

“That is the way it goes when you are slumping,” said Draisaitl. “You find 
a way to lose these kinds of games. We have to find a way to get out of 
it.” 

That should have come easily on a night when the shot attempts were 
77-47 Edmonton, but, aside from the usual offensive suspects, it’s 
nothing but Hands of Stone around the other team’s crease. 

“Right now, I feel we’re not getting rewarded for some of the work we’re 
doing,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “It’s too easy to just complain 
about it, you have to go back to work and push a little harder. 

“There’s lots of work there, it’s getting the results from the work that 
matters. When you don’t win, you’ve got to go deeper. Instead of (being 
OK with) some chances and some O-zone time, it’s, ‘What are you 
actually doing with it?’ 

“There was lots of try around the net, but you’ve got to find a way to 
capitalize on those chances.” 

The latest loss drops Edmonton to 7-8-0 in its last 15 games and digs 
deeper into that 9-1 start that is currently bankrolling the season. 

Crisis? No. It’s the kind of slump all teams endure during the course of an 
82-game season, especially teams that had four defencemen out of the 
lineup. 

But going 0-4 and being outscored 17-7 by the likes of Seattle, Los 
Angeles, Minnesota and Boston in a six-day span – with Carolina and 
Toronto on the horizon – is a little spooky. 

“We just have to keep pounding,” said Tippett. “There are parts of our 
game that are in place, how we want to play, but you have to give a little 
more. There has to be more second effort there, more finish there. You 
have to find a way to win.” 

The Oilers started better than they usually do, but still fell behind 1-0 for 
the 13th time in the last 16 games on a shorthanded breakaway goal 
from Brad Marchand 16:15 into the opening period. 

And it was a bit of a raw deal to put them down 2-0 just 2:02 into the 
second. First, Draisaitl went to the box on an iffy crosschecking penalty 
10 seconds in, then Kailer Yamamoto stepped on a stick that Boston’s 
Craig Smith shoved in the general area of his feet. Instead of a tripping 
call, Jake DeBrusk scored about five seconds later on the resulting 
turnover. 

After going 1-for-16 on the power play over the previous five games, 
Edmonton scored twice on five chances against Boston. But Draisaitl’s 
five-on-four snipes were the extent of the offence for a team that’s been 
struggling to generate at even strength all year. 

SKINNER SOLID 

Goaltender Stuart Skinner came into the game with a 2-4 record, but also 
with a 2.70 GAA and .921 save percentage. He hasn’t been given much 
run support – Edmonton scored two or fewer goals in five of his seven 
starts – but he usually holds up his end of the bargain and did again in 
this one. 

RUSSELL DOWN 

Defenceman Kris Russell left the game early in the second period, 
holding his left arm after a hit from Erik Haula, and went straight down 
the tunnel and into the dressing room, leaving the Oilers with five 
defencemen for the final 36 minutes. 

“I talked to him between periods and it didn’t look very good,” said 
Tippett. “I haven’t got a full update on it yet, but I got a feeling he might 
miss some time.” 

LATE HITS — Markus Niemelainen caught a break when his second 
period slash to the face of Trent Frederic only earned him two minutes. It 
wasn’t an especially hard one, but the league takes a dim view of these 
things. 
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OILERS NOTES: Cody Ceci returns to blue line back from quarantine 
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Cody Ceci, who has seamlessly replaced Adam Larsson in the shutdown 
defence role, was back after being in isolation for nine days after he 
tested positive COVID-19 — the only Edmonton Oilers player to do so 
this season. 

Ceci, who has played the third most even-strength blue line minutes after 
Darnell Nurse and Evan Bouchard, also averaging 2:18 on the penalty 
kill, missed four games. He doesn’t have Larsson’s nasty edge, maybe, 
on opposing players in the defensive zone, but he’s a bit better skater 
and puck-mover going up the ice. 

“He’s felt normal for over a week working out at home,” said Oilers coach 
Dave Tippett, who had Ceci on the ice without the team (day-off) 
Wednesday, and paired with Kris Russell at the morning skate Thursday. 
He’s stayed in shape riding the bike and with a skating board. 

“He’s just a solid, steady defender, a real stabilizer,” said Tippett, who 
played him 18 minutes. 

With Ceci back on the roster, the Oilers assigned Philip Broberg to 
Bakersfield after his eight games. He doesn’t have to clear waivers. 
Broberg had played fewer than 11 minutes in his two previous games 
with Tippett offering he was “tentative” so the writing was on the wall, in 
pen. 

DIFFERENT BUBBLE FOR BERGERON 

Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron, a slam-dunk to be on Canada’s Olympic 
team even at 37 because of his two-way game, doesn’t much like the 
bubble face-mask he’s wearing for a few weeks to protect his sixth or 
seventh broken nose. Didn’t hurt him as he dug a puck free on a penalty-
kill and saucered one to Brad Marchand for a short-handed breakaway in 
the first period, though. 

“I hate it to be honest with you. First time doing that in my career, 
definitely an adjustment, I’m not going to lie,” Bergeron told reporters. 
“Peripheral vision, or if the puck is close by your feet, it’s tough to track. 
Guess I’ve got to get used to it.” 

Vancouver defenceman Kyle Burroughs flashed a fly-by elbow at 
Bergeron in the open ice Wednesday, which angered him, but nobody 
rushed to his defence. These aren’t your old Big, Bad Bruins. Burroughs 
probably should be showing more respect for a Hall of Famer in waiting. 

Bergeron’s contract ends after this year and there are no guarantees he’ll 
keep playing— he doesn’t seem to have Zdeno Chara’s ‘I’ll play until they 
haul me away gene,’ but he remains a terrific player. The four-time Selke 
award winner is the role model for most NHL centres with his attention to 
detail defensively, also his ability to provide offence with Marchand and 
David Pastrnak. 

“He plays both sides of the puck well, kills penalties, he’s on the power 
play. That pretty much covers everything,” said Oilers centre Derek 
Ryan. 

HURRY UP AND WAIT 

Now 10 days out from his trade request, Jake DeBrusk came home and 
buried the Bruins second goal on Stuart Skinner (his first ever against the 
Oilers) with Leon Draisaitl in the box for his second penalty of the night. 

The left-winger, who scored on his only shot, asked for a trade last 
summer too and nothing got done. The Bruins have been sparingly 
playing him, although he got close to 15 minutes against his hometown 
squad. They don’t want to give him away. 

They do need money to re-sign goalie Tuukka Rask, now practising after 
hip surgery, however. Moving DeBrusk’s $3.675 mil cap hit would give 
them some cash but would Rask take less on a one-year deal than the 
$5 mil ex Buffalo goalie Linus Ullmark signed for this summer? Doubtful. 

What’s making a DeBrusk trade trickier is his qualifying offer of $4.85 
million to keep his rights after the season. Nobody’s going to do that, so 
he would become an unrestricted free-agent. 

LEASH IS STILL PRETTY LONG 

Oilers defenceman Markus Niemelainen played his fifth game, paired 
once again with Tyson Barrie to start the game in the third pair until 
Russell left with an injury in the second period, which led to a mix ‘n 
match back-end with only five D. He played 13 1/2 minutes. 

“I like that he’s physical and has range (six-foot-five, long stick),” said 
Tippett. “He plays with a real purpose; he’s a big, strong guy. His puck 
movement will improve. He was in the discussion when the first group 
(Broberg and Willam Lagesson) came up but then we got another injury 
(Ceci) and he got his chance. “ 

This ‘n that: Russell left when hit by Haula. It appeared to be a shoulder 
injury. “I’ve got a feeling he’s going to miss some time,” said Tippett.. 
.The Oilers selected Fernando Pisani’s son Teo in the fifth round of the 
WHL bantam draft … Bruins’ winger Taylor Hall only played 11 1/2 
minutes, nine minutes at even-strength…Brendan Perlini predictably 
cleared waivers and is on his way to the AHL Bakersfield farm. He’s 
getting a guaranteed $250,000 to play there. It’s the first time Perlini has 
played in the minors since 2016, coming out of junior … Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy is still away on COVID-19 protocol with ex-Colorado head 
man Joe Sacco running the bench … Bruins were without their second 
best D man, Brandon Carlo for the game … Boston’s 2021 top pick 
Fabian Lysell, who had a strong training camp and is now playing for the 
Vancouver Giants (26 points in 20 games) will be on Sweden’s world 
junior team. Their pool is in Red Deer … While the Oilers don’t see the 
Bruins much, Zach Hyman saw them lots when was playing in Toronto. 
“You’re definitely familiar with the way they play having played them so 
much, especially in the playoffs and being on the wrong end of it,” said 
Hyman. 
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Canucks captain Bo Horvat, left, and goalie Thatcher Demko, celebrating 
Monday’s shutout victory over the L.A. Kings, are feeling a little better of 
late with four wins in their last five games. 

It’s a new era in Canucks management, with the hirings of Jim Rutherford 
as president/interim general manager and Bruce Boudreau as head 
coach. 

Will things actually be any different in the short term, though? Owner 
Francesco Aquilini clearly still has hope that the current roster can sneak 
into the playoffs, but given the early-season hole they dug for themselves 
that’s a huge, huge challenge. 
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And yet, here we are. 

Here’s a look at the week to come: 

Bruce Boudreau has promised more attacking hockey. It’s what he 
believes in. He certainly has a talented group of forwards. The question 
is whether the defence can keep up with what is required. 

At the tail end of the Travis Green era — yes, just last week — the 
Canucks had actually started playing a very tight style and it was giving 
them a chance to win in games. 

At the same time, Thatcher Demko has been playing at an elite level. It is 
no surprise, then, that the Canucks have won four of their last five games 
and might have had two more victories before this run while on their 
recent road trip but for their misfiring offence. 

Those truths remain. This is a defence corps that underwhelms on the 
whole. 

On the other hand, the offence has sputtered mostly this season, but 
Boudreau’s aggressive forecheck could prove to be the catalyst that this 
group of forwards needs to get on track while scoring enough goals to 
sustain a big winning streak, which the Canucks will need to get back in 
the playoff picture. 

The opponents 

On Friday the Canucks welcome the Winnipeg Jets back to Rogers 
Arena for the second time in three weeks. The Jets were playing the 
second of back-to-back nights then and they’ll be in the same state on 
Friday night, having played in Seattle the night before. 

On Sunday the Carolina Hurricanes come to town. It’s also expected to 
be Rutherford’s first day in Vancouver itself, fitting since the opponents 
are one of his old teams. And the Hurricanes will be yet another team 
coming to Vancouver on the second night of back-to-backs. 

On Tuesday, the homestand closes out with a visit by the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. The Canucks lost in Columbus two weeks ago, a game they 
should have won. 

And next Thursday the Canucks will pay the first of two pre-Christmas 
visits to San Jose to face the Sharks, their only road games in the next 
two weeks. 

Stock rising 

Elias Pettersson:  It’s a telling thing that Pettersson has appeared in both 
categories here this season. Things have been that up and down. But 
under Boudreau, the Canucks’ superstar is getting a look penalty killing, 
not to mention being sure to benefit from Boudreau’s shift away from the 
conservative approach Travis Green had taken to the Canucks’ playing 
style this season. 

Jason Dickinson : The checking forward struggled to define his role 
under Travis Green, but Boudreau has tried him out as a speedy winger 
on Bo Horvat’s wing. It’s a big opportunity for him anyway. 

Stock falling 

Nils Höglander: The Swedish pocket battleship hasn’t scored in 11 
games, the second drought of such length for him this season. You know 
he’ll keep his engine running so surely the goals will return, but it’s never 
easy going this long without scoring on one’s confidence level. 

Question of the week 

“Why not try Woo?” — Howard J., Vancouver 

This question came in on Twitter after the Canucks put Travis Hamonic 
on injured reserve and recalled Noah Juulsen from Abbotsford on 
Thursday afternoon. 

It’s pretty simple: As much as Canucks fans would like to see a prospect 
like Woo get a shot, the odds Juulsen actually dresses are low, given 
there is still a full set of healthy defencemen already here. 

It all really depends on how Boudreau chooses to use Brad Hunt, the 
defenceman he knows well from their days together with the Minnesota 
Wild, as well as Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s health. The veteran defenceman 
missed Wednesday’s win over the Boston Bruins with an apparent injury. 

So game action, for however long this Hamonic injury lasts, will likely be 
light for Juulsen. And then there’s the truth that while Juulsen’s overall 
game is underwhelming — he’s very much a defence-first player — he 
has played in the NHL and has some experience killing penalties. 

 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 12.10.2021 

1228994 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Injury-hit Canucks recall Noah Juulsen from AHL Abbotsford 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date:Dec 09, 2021 

 

Vancouver Canucks defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson (23) and 
forward Conor Garland (8) and forward Vasily Podkolzin (92) and 
defenseman Tyler Myers (57) celebrate Galrland's goal against the Los 
Angeles Kings in the second period at Rogers Arena. 

The Vancouver Canucks put Travis Hamonic on the injured reserve list 
Thursday afternoon, a day after he left a game against the Boston Bruins 
with a lower-body injury. 

And with Oliver Ekman-Larsson also apparently dealing with an injury — 
he didn’t dress for Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout win over the Bruins — the 
Canucks have recalled Noah Juulsen from the AHL’s Abbotsford 
Canucks. 

As it stands, the Canucks had Brad Hunt still in Vancouver as an extra 
body on defence, so if Ekman-Larsson can’t play Friday vs. the Winnipeg 
Jets, they could just dress him to get a full roster of six defencemen, but 
having Juulsen around gives them flexibility if head coach Bruce 
Boudreau wants to try anything different. 

With Ekman-Larsson not an option on Wednesday, Luke Schenn was 
pushed over from his preferred right side to play on the left side with 
Tyler Myers. 

Schenn had been playing with great success alongside Quinn Hughes, 
but Hamonic was paired with Hughes against Boston. Hamonic and 
Hughes were a regular pairing last season and has been at times this 
season, when Hamonic was available. (He didn’t start the season with 
the team as he was still going through the COVID-19 vaccination 
process, which also kept him from being part of road trips to the U.S.) 

Whichever defenceman suits up to fill in the hole created in the current 
defence corps by Hamonic’s latest injury, it will be a jigsaw puzzle. 

Schenn could go back to being Hughes’ partner and Hunt could be 
slotted next to Myers. Or Kyle Burroughs, a right-shot defenceman who 
has been asked to play on the left a lot this season could be put with 
Myers and Hunt could be put next to right-shot Tucker Poolman. 

Or Juulsen could dress. Or Poolman could be shifted to another spot. 

You get the picture. 

 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 12.10.2021 

1228995 Vancouver Canucks 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 10, 2021 

 

 

New boss in town: Canucks hire Jim Rutherford as president of hockey 
operations 
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Jim Rutherford has won three Stanley Cup as a general manager with 
two different teams: the Carolina Hurricanes in 2005-06 and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, back to back, in 2015-16 and 2016-17. 

Jim Rutherford knows one person on the Vancouver Canucks really well: 
Bruce Boudreau. 

“I’ve known Bruce forever, from back when he played junior,” Rutherford 
said Thursday from his home in Raleigh, N.C., hours after he was 
officially announced as the new president of hockey operations for the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

“We’ve always kidded it would be great to work together one day. We 
certainly stretched that,” he joked. 

Rutherford takes over his third NHL club, having led the Carolina 
Hurricanes (2006) and Pittsburgh Penguins (2016, 17) to the Stanley 
Cup. 

Is there a secret sauce to his approach? He said he didn’t know. 

“I guess there must be but I don’t know what it is. In Carolina we were 
trying to build a new market here and I did both jobs, ran the business 
side and the hockey side, probably shouldn’t (have) done that. Was hard 
to do,” he said.  “In Pittsburgh we were always a cap team, it was all-in at 
all times, so we traded a lot of futures away, but that was our 
philosophy.” 

Winning another Stanley Cup, of course, will be the dream here, but first 
he has to set his feet on the ground and get a sense of where things are 
at. 

“Now it’s a team in a different part of the cycle, we don’t want to trade 
away futures, we want to build the future,” he said. 

Rutherford will also serve as interim GM while a search continues for a 
general manager to serve under him. 

“It is time for a new vision and a new leader who will set a path forward 
for this team,” Canucks owner Francesco Aquilini said in a statement 
released by the team. 

“Jim has tremendous experience building and leading winning 
organizations and I believe he will help build the Vancouver Canucks into 
a team that can compete for championships again.” 

Former GM Jim Benning was fired on Sunday and long-time team 
executive — and former player — Stan Smyl had been named interim 
GM while Aquilini said he would conduct a search for new management. 

Four days later, it was announced that the head of the GM search is now 
Rutherford, three days after Aquilini said he would “possibly” hire a new 
president . 

“We want to do a thorough and exhaustive search. We want to look at all 
the candidates that are available, people that are available. There are 
some people that are under contract that might be available. I mean, 
we’re looking at everything,” Aquilini said on Monday about the search for 
a new GM. 

Several managers of other NHL teams worked under Rutherford: 
Minnesota GM Bill Guerin, New Jersey GM Tom Fitzgerald, Seattle 
assistant GM Jason Botterill and Buffalo associate GM Jason Karmanos. 

Some suggest Rutherford could look towards Botterill or Karmanos, 
given their past relationship. Karmanos, for instance, first worked with 
Rutherford in Carolina in 1998 and then rejoined him in Pittsburgh in 
2014 . 

It was Karmanos who convinced Rutherford of the value of integrating 
data into their decision-making. 

“When you’re using those analytics, there are things that analytics are 
going to point out to you that your hockey people don’t see. So I take 
those points, whether it’s good or bad with a player, and then I go back 
and start questioning the hockey people — are we not seeing this?” 
Rutherford said in 2014. 

“The analytics aren’t always right, and we’re not always right. It’s a great 
sounding board, really.” 

Last month, the Penguins settled a lawsuit filed by the wife of a former 
minor league coach, alleging another coach had molested her in 2018, 
when Rutherford was still GM and Guerin was his main assistant . 

While Benning was only dismissed on the weekend, it’s understood that 
Aquilini had been looking around at possible candidates to take over for 
Benning for several weeks. Some reports had suggested he’d also 
spoken with sports management search agency Sportsology, headed by 
Mike Forde. But Aquilini said Monday he hadn’t consulted with Forde. 
Forde assisted the New Jersey Devils in their search for a new GM last 
year and has helped a number of NBA teams as well. 

Given Rutherford’s age — he turns 73 in February — this hire has a 
transitional look to it, where he will help guide the team towards a new 
leadership setup a couple years from now, one that might include Daniel 
and Henrik Sedin as co-GMs. The Sedins were hired in May to work as 
senior advisers to the general manager, where they’d learn the ins and 
outs of hockey management . 

Whether that’s a path the Sedins will want to carry on will likely have 
some impact on who gets brought in as GM, since they’d have to either 
step aside or perhaps move up to the president’s role. 

In similar terms, Bruce Boudreau was hired this week on a short-term 
contract to coach the rest of this season. (By the way, at 67, Boudreau is 
now the oldest coach in the NHL.) 

Boudreau’s contract has an option year for next season, a move that 
recognizes the foggy nature of the Canucks’ current standing: Ownership 
thinks they’re a playoff team but they’ve struggled so badly to open the 
season it’s going to be a tough thing to achieve, and it may be time to 
simply start to rebuild the team. 

Rutherford won the Stanley Cup twice with the Penguins, back to back in 
the 2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons, and once with the Hurricanes in 
2005-06. He had started with the Hurricanes franchise in 1994 when they 
were still the Hartford Whalers. 

In Pittsburgh, he was known for being aggressive in making trades, 
making a total of 59 deals during his seven-year tenure there. He added 
the likes of Patric Hornqvist, Carl Hagelin, Trevor Daley, Justin Schultz, 
Ron Hainsey, Nick Bonino and Phil Kessel to help set up the two Stanley 
Cup wins. 

“The first step is going to be get into Vancouver and have meetings with 
key people: the Sedins, Stan, Bruce Boudreau, Scotty Walker,” 
Rutherford said. “And those first three are key. Those guys have been 
around a long time, they know the team.” 

In other words, he’s not coming in with any immediate ideas or plans to 
make changes.. 

“The plan is try to gather as much information,” he said. 

“We’re open for business. But there’s steps that need to be taken in the 
initial stage. I like to include everybody in the organization and keep them 
involved. At the end fo the day I have to make the ultimate decision, but 
that decision has to come with a lot of information.” 
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Since winning the cup in 2017, he’d been trying to build a team to win 
one more Stanley Cup for his aging superstars Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin, making a number of moves that spoke of “win now.” 

In doing so, he made some terrible missteps, like signing Jack Johnson 
and Brandon Tanev to big contracts that clearly misjudged their true 
talents. Johnson was an error-prone defenceman who struggled to 
control play in his own zone, while Tanev was a hard-working fourth-liner. 

Rutherford also traded for Mike Matheson, a blueliner whom former 
Florida Panthers GM Dale Tallon had signed to an overpriced contract (a 
US $4.875 million annual cap hit until 2026 with a modified no-trade 
clause). 

He resigned as GM of the Penguins in January, citing personal reasons. 
But in May Rutherford signed on with agent Neil Glasberg of PBI Sports, 
a clear sign he was looking to get back into hockey management. 

Rutherford played as a goalie for 13 years in the NHL, retiring in 1983. 
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Is Jim Rutherford a good hire for the Canucks? Analyzing his best and 
worst moves as Penguins GM 

 

By Harman Dayal  

Dec 10, 2021 

  

Vancouver’s new era of hockey operations is here. On Thursday, the 
Canucks announced that they’ve hired Jim Rutherford as the club’s 
president of hockey operations, signing him to a three-year deal, 
according to colleague Pierre LeBrun. 

Rutherford was the most experienced and accomplished potential front 
office executive available on the open market. He’s won the Stanley Cup 
three times as a general manager, going back-to-back with the Penguins 
in 2016 and 2017 and also winning it with the Carolina Hurricanes in 
2006. 

The Athletic reached out to some industry contacts to canvass opinions 
on the Rutherford hire. Most didn’t like the idea of him as a GM in today’s 
game but agreed that he’s a good fit for the president’s role. That should 
please Canucks fans — the contacts we polled were often detractors of 
the last regime’s old school approach so rest assured that their takes 
aren’t just based on Rutherford’s name brand. Rutherford won the 
Stanley Cup in two different decades and one contact noted that he 
respected the 72-year-old’s ability to do so despite not having the kind of 
lavish organizational budget that a team like Toronto would have had. 

Another point brought up was that Rutherford’s credibility and gravitas 
should give him the weight to run hockey operations with more autonomy 
than the previous regime. He has the stature within the game to be able 
to push back and disagree with ownership if need be. 

Our contacts also stressed, however, that it’s vitally important for the club 
to follow this up with a young, progressive hire as GM. 

Vancouver committed to an old-school approach to hockey operations in 
the Jim Benning era — the team can’t afford to make the same mistake 
this time around. Rutherford is accomplished, yes, but he needs to be 
surrounded by data-driven evaluators that see the game in a more 
modern way so that there’s a good balance of old and new school 
approaches to team-building. In this scenario, Rutherford would be able 
to mentor the GM (as well as the Sedins) and that person would be able 
to fill in the gaps for Rutherford’s views on the game. 

Ultimately, Rutherford is a much better fit in a president’s role than he is 
running the day-to-day operations as general manager at this stage in his 
career. That said, there’s no question he’ll still have an influential say on 
the direction and approach of the club’s team-building approach. 

What could that mean for the Canucks? The Athletic decided to dissect 
his track record as Penguins GM to highlight both the good and bad of 
his tenure. 

Without many of Rutherford’s moves, the Penguins would not have won 
back-to-back Stanley Cup titles. 

Pittsburgh had the bones of an elite team in place with Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin, Marc-Andre Fleury and Kris Letang but the franchise was 
in a frustrating spot. Crosby and Malkin were in their early 20s when the 
Penguins won the Stanley Cup in 2009 and the expectation was that they 
would be a dynasty with plenty more championships to come. That didn’t 
immediately come to fruition, though, as the Penguins won just four 
playoff rounds over the next five years. 

When Rutherford took over in June 2014, he inherited a promising core 
and made a number of crucial decisions to put the team over the top. He 
fundamentally reshaped the supporting cast and coaching staff, which 
helped elevate the Penguins’ top players. 

Here are some of the key decisions he made. 

A constant theme you’ll notice about Rutherford’s track record is that he 
likes to swing for the fences. He’s one of the boldest, most aggressive 
leaders you’ll find in the NHL. One of his first tasks upon arriving in 
Pennsylvania, as colleague Josh Yohe explained it, was to clear the 
dressing room of players he perceived as bad apples. That meant trading 
James Neal. 

Neal, at the time, was one of the most prolific goal scorers in the league. 
He scored at a 40-goal, 81-point pace per 82 games for the Penguins 
between 2011-12 and 2013-14, including 27 goals and 61 points in 59 
games the season before he was dealt. 

Shipping him out was a hard decision. And on paper, it definitely would 
have seemed odd to trade a 40-goal, 80-point talent for Patric Hornqvist, 
who only had one 30-goal season in his career and had never hit 55 
points in a season. 

In reality, the trade turned out really well. Neal’s production declined 
significantly upon leaving Pittsburgh while Hornqvist turned into one of 
the most underrated parts of the Cup-winning rosters. 

Hornqvist helped change the Penguins’ identity as he found excellent 
chemistry with Crosby, drove dominant two-way results and provided 
very consistent offence. 

This swing didn’t work out in the end but it’s exemplary of at least two of 
Rutherford’s attributes. 

The first is that he’s not afraid to dangle first-round picks. Pittsburgh only 
kept its first-round pick in two of the seven drafts that Rutherford ran. 
One of the picks he kept was to draft Kasperi Kapanen but the winger 
was dealt before he reached the NHL, so the Penguins only really drafted 
and developed one of the seven allotted first-round picks during this era. 

The Perron trade was one of the rare early moves that didn’t pan out but 
Rutherford recognized this and rectified the mistake very quickly rather 
than doubling down, which is another pattern from his time with 
Pittsburgh. 

Cup-winning teams need cheap, ELC talent. Sheary was brought in by 
the previous regime as an undrafted free agent for the Penguins’ minor 
league team. In his second offseason in Pittsburgh, Rutherford offered 
Sheary an NHL contract. Sheary chipped in with 17 points in 45 playoff 
games during the Penguins’ two Cup-winning seasons and peaked 
during the 2016-17 campaign, scoring 53 points in 61 games next to 
Crosby. 
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July 2015: Acquired Phil Kessel and a 2016 second-round pick for 
Kasperi Kapanen, a 2016 first-round pick, third-round pick, Nick Spaling 
and Scott Harrington 

Rutherford’s first season at the helm ended in a disappointing first-round 
exit. That meant being even bolder, which landed him the biggest home 
run of his Penguins tenure: the Phil Kessel blockbuster. 

Kessel gave the Penguins another star to spread around the lineup. He 
was one of the team’s best players in the playoffs, scoring 45 points in 49 
games during the team’s two championship seasons. 

Brandon Sutter was struggling to find his groove in Pittsburgh. Rutherford 
needed a third-line centre upgrade so he swapped Sutter for Nick Bonino 
while also netting a higher pick from Vancouver. 

Bonino was the perfect fit on an electric third line that powered the 
Penguins’ deep bottom six, including a huge 18 points in 24 games 
during the first of Pittsburgh’s back-to-back Cup runs. 

Just 28 games into his second season behind Pittsburgh’s bench, Mike 
Johnston was fired. The Penguins weren’t off to a bad start, they were 
15-10-3, but they weren’t playing up to their potential in the eyes of 
Rutherford. 

So he pulled the trigger early on the man he had just hired 18 months 
earlier. Once again, Rutherford was quick to recognize his mistake and 
fix it. In came Mike Sullivan, the coach of the Penguins’ minor league 
affiliate at the time, who’s since become one of the best head coaches in 
the NHL. 

That midseason coach change, of course, led to a Cup win just months 
later. 

Perron wasn’t a fit so, again, quick to rectify his mistake, Rutherford 
shipped him out and brought in Carl Hagelin. Hagelin was a huge part of 
Pittsburgh’s 2016 Cup win with 16 points in 24 playoff games. 

Turning spare parts into crucial back end pieces 

Rutherford did well to add quality pieces to Pittsburgh’s back end without 
surrendering a whole lot. Robert Bortuzzo and a seventh-round pick 
turned into Ian Cole, who was a rock on the third pair. 

Rob Scuderi turned into Trevor Daley. Daley was a bona fide top-four 
player, consistently logging 20-plus minutes per game. Scuderi, 
meanwhile, was 37 and a replacement-level player at that point in his 
career. 

Closer to the trade deadline, the Penguins acquired Justin Schultz for 
pennies on the dollar, giving up just a third-round pick. Schultz exploded 
in his second year with the Penguins, scoring 51 points and providing 
legitimate top pair value. 

After winning its first Stanley Cup under Rutherford, Pittsburgh found out 
in November 2016 that star defender Kris Letang was going to miss the 
rest of the season. 

Most teams’ Cup aspirations would be dashed by losing their No. 1 
defenceman but not Pittsburgh. Cole and Schultz all successfully 
stepped into bigger roles in the 2017 playoff run. Rutherford also 
acquired Ron Hainsey at the 2017 deadline for a second-round pick. 

Rutherford essentially turned spare parts and a couple of non-first round 
picks into Schultz, Daley and Hainsey — huge pieces that were 
especially responsible for Pittsburgh’s 2017 Cup victory without Letang. 

Summary of his Cup-winning efforts 

Rutherford definitely had a favourable core. But it seemed like he could 
barely miss en route to those consecutive Cup triumphs. He put the 
Penguins over the top by hiring Sullivan, acquiring a star winger (Kessel), 
selling high on Neal to turn him into Hornqvist and integrated key middle-
six pieces like Sheary and Hagelin. 

In 2016, Pittsburgh’s X-factor was the HBK line with Hagelin, Bonino and 
Kessel — all players Rutherford acquired. It was just as valuable as 
Tampa Bay’s Cup-winning third line. 

In 2017, Rutherford was able to replace Letang by committee. All his blue 
line bets paid off — he turned spare parts into key defenders. 

Inside Rutherford’s fall 

Nearly every move early in Rutherford’s tenure panned out. After winning 
the Stanley Cup twice, the opposite was true — the losses began piling 
up and it’s contributed to why the Penguins’ contention window is on the 
cusp of closing. 

It happened through a series of misguided trades and signings. 

Pittsburgh won the Stanley Cup in back-to-back years largely on the back 
of speed and skill. And then for whatever reason, Rutherford decided to 
pivot to a more rough and tumble style, a strategy that failed badly. 

The Penguins paid a hefty price in trading down from the first round and 
giving up Sundqvist, who eventually became a key piece of St. Louis’ 
Stanley Cup win in 2019, to acquire fourth-line enforcer Ryan Reaves. 

Jack Johnson didn’t look anywhere close to being a top-four calibre 
defenceman in the summer of 2018. Pittsburgh went hard after him 
anyway, which led to a significant five-year commitment. Johnson was 
bought out just two years later. 

February 2018: Acquired Derick Brassard for 2018 first-round pick, Filip 
Gustavsson and Ian Cole  

Rutherford could keep justifying his aggressive future asset trading so 
long as he kept bringing in legitimate value. Over time, though, his asset 
management worsened and this is a good example of that. Brassard was 
acquired for a pretty penny and turned out to be a poor fit. Brassard had 
four points in 12 playoff games and 15 points in 40 games the following 
season before the Penguins shipped him out. 

February 2019: Acquired Erik Gudbranson for Tanner Pearson 

Hagelin was swapped for Pearson earlier in 2018-19. Pearson was a 
slow starter with the Penguins and was eventually dealt to Vancouver for 
Erik Gudbranson … which didn’t turn out well, to say the least. 

After just a season and a half with the Penguins, Rutherford bet big on 
Marcus Pettersson. That bet turned out to be premature. Pettersson isn’t 
a bad player but this is a bloated contract at a shade over $4 million 
annually, a deal Pittsburgh has been rumoured to be trying to get rid of. 

Rutherford inked Hornqvist to a five-year, $26.5 million extension in 
2018. There were subsequent signs of Hornqvist slowing down and last 
year it appeared Rutherford wanted out on the commitment before the 
former’s body broke down. 

That meant swapping Hornqvist for defenceman Mike Matheson, who still 
has five years left on his contract at an unwieldy $4.875 million AAV. 

Rutherford could seemingly do no wrong in his first few years as 
Penguins GM. Nearly every move he made turned into gold. Without him, 
the Penguins don’t win back-to-back Cups. 

His recent track record as GM, however, does not look good. He 
squandered too many quality assets and has left the Penguins in a bad 
cap situation with too many bloated contracts and a barren prospect 
pipeline. 

His track record with defencemen is very interesting. Early in his tenure, 
he excelled at finding diamonds in the rough such as Schultz, Daley and 
Cole. The Penguins even poached John Marino, a young, top-four, right-
handed blueliner, for just a sixth-round pick in 2019. 

And yet for all of those massive successes, he still has been quite hit and 
miss when you look at the Gudbranson, Johnson and Pettersson bets — 
the latter two still hampering Pittsburgh’s books. 
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Vancouver could definitely benefit from Rutherford’s pedigree and 
credibility. But it’s hard to really assess how this will look until we see 
what kind of GM he targets. If he finds the right progressive manager, 
then Vancouver can reap the benefits of Rutherford’s experience and 
mentorship. A young GM who’s open to data-driven approaches could 
feed off Rutherford’s experience while using their own view on the 
modern game to ensure the Canucks don’t fall into the types of traps and 
mistakes Rutherford did late in his Penguins tenure. 

That would be a very promising scenario. 

On the other hand, if the Canucks empower the wrong person, 
Rutherford’s mandate could lead to the organization pushing too 
aggressively and creating an even deeper hole for the team. 

Rutherford’s hiring isn’t a bad start, though, and it could eventually result 
in a strong hockey operations group. But it’s imperative that the Canucks 
nail the subsequent GM search. 
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What Canucks fans can expect from Jim Rutherford, their new president 
and interim GM 

 

By Josh Yohe and Sean Gentille  

Dec 9, 2021  

  

Jim Rutherford, the Hall of Fame general manager, is headed to the 
Pacific Northwest and will be named president and interim general 
manager of the struggling Vancouver Canucks. 

What does it all mean for the Canucks and for Rutherford moving 
forward? What is Vancouver getting in its new hire? 

The Athletic’s Josh Yohe and Sean Gentille discussed it. 

Josh Yohe: Good day, Sean. It was a kind of a slow news day and, like 
he’s done so many times in the past, Jim Rutherford is here to save the 
day. Jim’s on his way to Vancouver as president and interim GM. Your 
initial thoughts? 

Sean Gentille: “He’s back.” It’s been 10 months, and oh, how we’ve 
missed him. The NHL is a better place when Jim Rutherford is officially 
involved … for someone, at least. It might be the team he’s running. It 
might be the teams he’s trading with. It’s certainly whichever lucky 
reporters are covering him. We’re going to have plenty of time to debate 
whether this is or isn’t the right move for Vancouver, but from an 
entertainment standpoint — hoo baby, welcome back. He’s an all-time 
character and an endless source of fun, though I’m sure a large segment 
of the Canucks fan base doesn’t want to hear that. 

Yohe: Canucks fans strike me as a new-aged, analytics-driven bunch. 
Gotta be honest, this might be a very, very interesting marriage. Jim is 
very much from the old school, and the fact that Bruce Boudreau is now 
coaching the Canucks makes this setup even better. Bruce actually was 
in “Slap Shot,” for those of you keeping track at home. Bruce is 66. Jim is 
72. That’s 138 years of old-school hockey arriving in the Pacific 
Northwest. What a relationship it should be between those two. 

Boudreau always wins in the regular season but can never win in the 
postseason. Rutherford’s teams historically aren’t always great in the 
regular season, but beware if his teams make the tournament, because 
our guy has three rings. Honestly, I love my hometown, but I may ask for 
The Athletic to temporarily send me to Vancouver, maybe for a year. 
Anyway, on to serious business … Rutherford is the new Canucks team 

president and the “temporary GM” until he locates one that he can 
mentor. Jim likes being in charge, so I wonder if he may take a while to 
figure out the right person to mentor. 

Gentille: Yeah, I can see it now. “Jim Rutherford’s search for a 
permanent GM has entered its ninth month. There’s no end in sight.” Are 
we in for a Dick Cheney situation, where the guy running the search 
determines that he’s the best fit for the job? Only time will tell. 

In some regard, this is how it should’ve worked in Pittsburgh, right? 
Rutherford moves “up” — and the air quotes are deliberate — while 
finding the right person to serve as his lieutenant and also giving them 
the right amount of autonomy. Obviously, nothing of the sort occurred 
with the Penguins; when he resigned, the rest of the front office cupboard 
was pretty bare. Guys like Bill Guerin, Tom Fitzgerald, Jason Botterill, 
Jason Karmanos … they were gone. Why, exactly, is a complicated 
question — but what’s undeniable is that Jim likes being in the mix, at all 
times. You’re as good a person to ask as any: How do you think this will 
work out? 

Yohe: Jim’s the ultimate home-run hitter. He swings big. Sometimes he 
leaves the park, sometimes he strikes out. This is a very interesting 
situation because the Canucks are a major mess. They also have major 
talent. Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes, Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Brock 
Boeser, J.T. Miller, Bo Horvat? That’s a pretty good foundation. Does Jim 
blow it up or show some patience? Could go either way. But we know 
this much: Jim will make an enormous amount of moves. He averaged 
about one trade per month during his seven seasons in Pittsburgh. That’s 
not a typo. He would make trades when the Penguins were playing well. 
When they weren’t? Better just put that house on the market now. 

You know he’s going to make changes sooner rather than later, and 
probably a lot. But is it for a rebuild? Or will he be aggressive because 
this is a team with talent? Either way, it’s fascinating. He’s not the type to 
enter long rebuilds. So I bet he tries to make them winners ASAP. 

Gentille: One of the ongoing narratives surrounding the entire Canucks 
mess is that there was a lack of … consensus, let’s call it, on how good 
the team actually was. In the preseason, every time I saw them pop up 
as potential contenders in the Pacific Division, I came away scratching 
my head. Now, did I think things would go quite this badly? No. But either 
way, there was a disconnect — between Jim Benning, fans, the media 
both national and local — over what, exactly, this team is supposed to 
be. I thought we’d settled on “they’re bad, and not that close,” but adding 
Boudreau and Rutherford suggests that the Aquilinis, ultimately, don’t 
agree. You don’t hire 138 years’ worth of old guys to start a rebuild. 

Be that as it may, Rutherford can try all he wants to trade his way out of 
this — and odds are, he will. But I’m skeptical on how it gets past the “try” 
point. This team isn’t just bad; it’s capped out. And its most-tradable 
assets — Pettersson, Hughes, Boeser, et al. — aren’t guys you want to 
trade. The one thing we saw from Rutherford when times got tough: 
trades for the sake of making trades. I’d expect some of those, but not 
necessarily anything that’ll make the Canucks materially better. Patric 
Hornqvist for Mike Matheson comes to mind. He traded one cap issue for 
another, and the end result was a net-zero. 

Yohe: If there are any players perceived as bad apples, they’ll be traded. 
The first thing Rutherford did in Pittsburgh was trade James Neal for the 
very same reason. My guess is he’ll clean up the locker room first, if it’s 
needed, because that’s historically what he does. The Canucks job 
strikes me as a difficult one. They’re essentially in cap hell. Like you said, 
Sean, you really don’t want to trade the likes of Pettersson, Hughes and 
Boeser. But we all know he’s going to make trades. 

Oh man, this is going to be entertaining. I literally can’t wait. 

Gentille: His early tenure heater was something to behold, eh? Those 
moves — moving Neal out for Hornqvist, getting Carl Hagelin for David 
Perron, turning Rob Scuderi into Trevor Daley — are what should make 
him a franchise icon in Pittsburgh. There is, flat out, no back-to-back Cup 
run without him. He also did well around the margins, with stuff like 
adding Ron Hainsey to a decimated blue line in 2017. I forgot about 
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Justin Schultz. I forgot about Nick Bonino. My god, I forgot about Phil 
Kessel! Yes, that run was unreal. 

The problem came at the end, though, right? He frittered away assets 
and cap space — “Sure, we’ll add $1.2 million worth of Colton Sceviour 
for no reason. Yes, of course, Juuso Riikola is worth a two-year deal.” — 
and whiffed on some bigger moves. Respect to him for trying them, down 
to the end, but the vibes went from chaotic-good to chaotic-evil. The cap 
situation was death by papercuts — a little overpay here, a Jack Johnson 
buyout there, some retained salary in the Nick Bjugstad deal way over 
yonder — and it became untenable. 

Also, I just remembered something else. With Carolina, Rutherford 
traded Brandon Sutter to the Penguins. With the Penguins, he traded 
Sutter to the Canucks for Bonino. Sutter? Still in Vancouver. Uh-oh. 

Yohe: Rutherford trades often come full circle. Jamie Oleksiak for the 
win. His second and third seasons in Pittsburgh — the Cup years — 
were extraordinary. The Daley trade was theft. So was the Schultz trade. 
His last great heist was getting John Marino for a sixth-rounder. He had a 
way of stealing players. It was unsettling and magnificent. 

He made his mistakes, too, some of which the Penguins are still paying 
for. Jack Johnson? Mistakes. Derick Brassard? His biggest mistakes. 
And there were a few others. But he certainly wasn’t the type to stand 
pat, and that’s what Vancouver fans can expect. He’s going to make 
mistakes, sure. He’s human. And he’s well, well beyond aggressive. Oh, 
does Jim love a trade. But he is in the Hall of Fame for a reason. 

Personally, I don’t like the look of this Vancouver team and I think it’s a 
really difficult job for anyone, even someone with Jim’s credentials. But 
he’s renowned for surprising us, for better or worse. And he’s still got the 
itch to work, clearly. He and his family just moved back to Raleigh in 
August. Now, they’re on the move to Vancouver. The guy still wants to 
win. And more than anything, you know he’ll make things interesting. 

Gentille: Yep. Whether “interesting” translates to “good” is another 
question entirely. 

If I’m an optimistic Canucks fan, I’m saying, “This team needs change, 
and he’ll do whatever it takes to make it.” 

Also, if I’m a pessimistic Canucks fan, I’m saying, “This team needs 
change, and he’ll do whatever it takes to make it.” 

Either way, it’ll be fun to watch from across the continent. As for you, 
Josh? Good luck with the relocation request. 
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Canucks hockey operations leadership search: Who could join Jim 
Rutherford in Vancouver? 

 

By Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal  

Dec 9, 2021 

  

On Monday, when Vancouver Canucks ownership discussed the club’s 
search for a new full-time leader for hockey operations, chairman and 
governor Francesco Aquilini made it clear that everything is on the table. 

Thursday morning, the Canucks announced the hiring of Jim Rutherford 
as president of hockey operations and interim general manager. This 
means that the club, led by Rutherford, will still seek to find a new GM in 
the near future. 

Within the industry, the names being linked to Vancouver are dizzying. 
The person to work alongside Rutherford could be someone that has 
worked for the organization before, though that’s far from a requirement. 
There are also a few options from Rutherford’s past as an executive with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Rutherford, 72, was the biggest and most experienced available name. 
He’s won three Stanley Cups as a general manager, across two different 
franchises and in two different decades. He’s adaptable and 
extraordinarily aggressive on the trade market. He’s also mentored and 
developed a number of NHL executives — current GMs Tom Fitzgerald 
and Bill Guerin were both on Rutherford’s staff in Pittsburgh — and has a 
track record of incorporating analytics into player personnel decisions. 

However, there were some serious trouble spots that Rutherford and the 
Penguins ran into late in his tenure as general manager, in terms of 
some misguided trades and contractual commitments, prior to his 
surprise resignation just seven games into the 2021 season. That said, 
as an incoming president of hockey operations with a vast network and a 
proven record of delivering championships, his resume is unmatched. 

Here are some potential candidates for the Canucks GM job, presented 
in no particular order. 

Jason Botterill: Seattle Kraken assistant general manager Jason Botterill, 
the former Buffalo Sabres general manager, was Rutherford’s key 
lieutenant — serving as associate general manager — during their 
shared time with the Penguins organization. 

Botterill was the Penguins’ key capologist and oversaw a pro scouting 
portfolio under Rutherford in Pittsburgh. Now that the Canucks have 
landed Rutherford as president, you can bet that Botterill’s name would 
be at the very top of Rutherford’s list of GM candidates. 

Stan Smyl: Stan Smyl, who was named interim GM after Jim Benning’s 
firing, has a natural, homespun authority that has resonated instantly with 
fans. 

Smyl is a familiar face and name, but his voice hasn’t been heard too 
often in recent years. In the organization’s time of need this week, 
however, Smyl has been front and centre. And while he may not be the 
most polished spokesperson, his sincerity and authenticity have shone 
through. He’s knocked it out of the park and has given Vancouver’s post-
Jim Benning transition a veneer of instant credibility. 

Over the course of a lengthy career with the organization, Smyl has 
worked in several roles, including as an assistant coach, a minor league 
head coach, as director of player development and as a senior adviser. 
Smyl was particularly involved in overseeing the evaluation and 
recruitment of college talent spanning both the Mike Gillis and Trevor 
Linden eras and had a fair bit of success in that area in conjunction with 
Dave Gagner and Jonathan Bates. 

In the latter years of the Benning era, Smyl’s portfolio shrunk within 
Canucks hockey operations, but he returned to full-time duty this past 
summer, partly at the urging of Henrik and Daniel Sedin. A devoted 
family man, Smyl hasn’t been seen by those who know him as a figure 
who harboured ambitions of leading Canucks hockey operations prior to 
this week. 

Mike Gillis: It’s easy to describe Gillis as a polarizing candidate, but that’s 
not quite accurate. The truth is that Gillis’ tenure overseeing the Canucks’ 
golden era from 2008-2014 is appreciated far more in retrospect by the 
vast majority of fans. 

A potential Gillis candidacy isn’t a non-story, as The Athletic understands 
it. It’s believed that several senior members of the organization see a 
reunion between the organization and Gillis, if one is at all possible, as 
the best route forward for a franchise with significant and complicated 
challenges on the horizon. 

Could ownership let bygones be bygones, particularly considering the 
hefty salary that Gillis was paid on his way out of the organization in 
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2014? Would Gillis, who has enjoyed his time working with the NHLPA, 
even consider the post? 

It would require a fair bit of compromise both ways to make it work, which 
is why Gillis is widely seen as a long shot candidate, especially now that 
Rutherford has filled the president role. 

Laurence Gilman: Toronto Maple Leafs assistant general manager 
Laurence Gilman is well remembered in Vancouver for his tenure as 
Canucks assistant general manager — where he was the club’s lead 
negotiator and capologist — during the Gillis era. 

Because of that history, Gilman’s candidacy for a leadership role in 
Canucks hockey operations is widely discussed in connection to Gillis’, 
but that’s an error. Gilman is under consideration in his own right The 
Athletic understands and as TSN’s Darren Dreger first reported, both in 
Vancouver and in Chicago. 

Although Gilman is best remembered locally for his seven years in 
Vancouver, his hockey operations career spans nearly 30 years — 
including stops in Winnipeg, Arizona, Vancouver and Toronto. He 
consulted on the design of the contemporary expansion process, which 
was so ingeniously exploited by George McPhee in Vegas and so 
haplessly by Ron Francis in Seattle. 

Gilman has over a decade of experience managing AHL teams day to 
day as general manager and played a particularly crucial role in the setup 
of the league’s Canadian Division during the truncated 2021 season. 

In Toronto, where Gilman consults on cap strategy but is not the primary 
bookkeeper the way he was in Vancouver during the Gillis era, his role 
has expanded to include a significant player development portfolio. 
Gilman was a key figure in establishing the Maple Leafs’ ECHL affiliate in 
Newfoundland, has mentored hotshot hockey operations up-and-comers 
like Ryan Hardy, Greg Moore and John Snowden and has overseen a 
revamp of Toronto’s player development model. 

Though Gilman was relieved of his duties by the Linden-Benning regime 
in 2015, there’s no existing friction between him and ownership. And for 
an organization that needs to rebuild trust and credibility locally, Gilman 
would offer the club an able administrator and a familiar and trusted voice 
on Day 1. 

Hayley Wickenheiser: The Canucks went against the grain with a bright, 
progressive hire when they appointed Gillis as GM in 2008. If Vancouver 
wants to push boundaries again, Hayley Wickenheiser should be part of 
that conversation. 

On the ice, Wickenheiser needs no introduction — she’s the most 
accomplished women’s hockey player of all time. She’s the all-time 
Canadian leader in points and goals, has won four Olympic gold medals 
and is a seven-time world champion. 

Shortly after retiring, Wickenheiser was hired by the Leafs in 2018 to 
work in their player development department. The 43-year-old is 
exceptionally smart — she worked for Toronto at the same time that she 
was finishing medical school. Just think about what level of intelligence 
and discipline that takes. 

In May, she graduated and officially became a doctor. With the 
commitment of medical school no longer in the picture, Wickenheiser 
was promoted as Toronto’s senior director of player development just 
days later. 

Marc Bergevin: The industry has long believed that Canucks ownership 
holds Marc Bergevin in high regard. The long-tenured Montreal 
Canadiens general manager, who was briefly a very popular Canucks 
player during his playing days, was relieved of his duties just two weeks 
ago. 

Bergevin’s Canadiens managed the 18th best point percentage in the 
NHL during his 10-season tenure in Montreal. Though Bergevin’s track 
record of regular season success isn’t impressive, the Canadiens were 
10th in the NHL in playoff games played during his tenure, which would 

seem to align with Canucks ownership’s longstanding philosophy of 
prioritizing playoff berths. 

There are a number of questions on the Bergevin front, as it pertains to 
his possible candidacy for a front office role in Vancouver. 

First and most importantly, how would hiring Bergevin go over, 
considering that it was under his leadership that the Canadiens made the 
reprehensible decision to select Logan Mailloux in the first round of the 
2021 NHL Draft? Should the evident lack of moral leadership 
demonstrated by Bergevin in making the Mailloux pick not be 
disqualifying? 

Secondly, would Bergevin — who was burnt out by the pressures of the 
job in Montreal by the end — want to jump back into the frying pan 
immediately, running a team in Vancouver’s infamous pressure cooker? 

“I haven’t spoken to him,” Aquilini said during his news conference this 
week when asked about Bergevin directly, “but I’m sure he wants to sit 
back and just reflect.” 

Scott Mellanby: It wasn’t very long ago that Scott Mellanby was 
reportedly going to succeed Bergevin as GM in Montreal. Instead, when 
owner Geoff Molson decided to change plans and move in a different 
direction, the veteran of 1,431 NHL games resigned from his AGM role. 

Mellanby joined Montreal’s front office in 2012 as a director of player 
personnel, before being promoted in 2014 to assistant GM. Since then, 
he’d been Bergevin’s right-hand man, playing a hand with pro scouting, 
Montreal’s AHL affiliate and more. He’s been interviewed for a number of 
GM openings in recent times including Pittsburgh, Florida and Minnesota, 
where he was a runner-up prior to Bill Guerin’s hiring. 

The 55-year-old worked for the Canucks as a pro scout in 2008-09 and 
as a special adviser under Gillis in 2009-10. 

Eustace King: If the Canucks want to think outside the box, they could 
opt to go down the agent route again. Agents, after all, are responsible 
for a lot more than just negotiating contracts. They need to identify and 
recruit talent/clients earlier or better than other agencies, manage 
relationships between players and teams and have a ton of knowledge 
and experience with market dynamics and the way GMs around the 
league operate. 

King is different from most agents in that he also has nearly a decade of 
experience working for the league as an executive. As a result, he surely 
must have sat in some of the NHL’s top meetings and built a strong 
understanding of the business side of the game. 

King runs 02K management, a firm he built from scratch. His agency has 
done a good job of identifying overlooked and undervalued players like 
Jared Spurgeon, Wayne Simmonds and Troy Stecher. 

Combine his league experience with his work building an agency and 
you’d have to think King would be one of the more diverse and qualified 
agents for a potential management position. 

Chris MacFarland: Among the NHL’s current pool of assistant general 
managers, Chris MacFarland has consistently been touted as the next 
man up for a top job. It should come as no surprise then that the industry 
considers him a major contender for Vancouver’s GM vacancy. 

MacFarland has over 20 years of hockey operations experience, starting 
with 15 years in Columbus before joining the Avalanche as an assistant 
GM in 2015-16. Since then, Colorado’s been one of the best-managed 
teams in the league. In this time, the Avalanche have done a tremendous 
job of managing assets (see: Matt Duchene, Tyson Barrie trades) and 
assembling an elite young core that has set up the team to be a 
perennial contender in the years ahead. 

Colorado’s best work is in how it’s built the team’s back end from scratch 
over the years. 

The Avalanche drafted Cale Makar with a top pick, yes, but they’ve 
shrewdly acquired high-end defenders in other ways as well. Duchene’s 
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trade, for example, yielded both Sam Girard and Bowen Byram. When 
the Islanders ran into cap trouble, Colorado plucked top pair defender 
Devon Toews for just two second-round picks. They also turned Chris 
Bigras into Ryan Graves, a sturdy second pair defenceman for three 
seasons, before flipping him for a second-round pick and a prospect with 
the expansion draft crunch looming. 

That sort of ability to externally source quality top-four defencemen could 
be highly valuable for a Canucks team that needs major help on the blue 
line long term. 

MacFarland has been highly influential in Colorado’s meteoric rise, a 
franchise every team should look to for inspiration. 

Ryan Johnson: Canucks interim assistant general manager and general 
manager of the Abbotsford Canucks, Ryan Johnson is seen around the 
industry as a rising star. A future GM candidate in his own right. 

The future could be now. One would expect that Johnson will be a 
candidate for the full-time GM role. Alternatively, it’s possible that his new 
title — interim assistant general manager — is made permanent. 

“It’s also possible Johnson, newly an interim assistant GM, is considered 
for more of a role,” wrote Friedman this week. “That doesn’t necessarily 
mean he’s a contender for one of the top jobs, but recognition that he’s 
got a bright future, and the Canucks don’t want to lose him.” 

Henrik and Daniel Sedin: Conspicuously absent from the list of interim 
promotions this week were Henrik and Daniel Sedin, although the 
organization plans to have them around the NHL team on a more regular 
basis in the wake of Benning’s dismissal. 

That the two didn’t receive interim titles speaks volumes. In some ways, it 
strongly suggests, in fact, that the Sedins are this organization’s key 
hockey operations power brokers at this point in time. 

Only a small handful of months into their hockey operations careers, they 
both have the emotional intelligence to want to continue learning the 
ropes in Canucks hockey operations. They know they haven’t had 
enough time apprenticing to be the key decision maker and, in all 
likelihood, haven’t even had enough time in their current roles to fall in 
love with the work itself. 

If Henrik and Daniel wanted the keys, they could probably have them. 
They’re not quite there yet, however, and won’t be seriously considered 
for leadership roles this time around. 

Expect them to have a major voice in both the search and in the next 
regime. 

J.P. Barry: NHL super agent J.P. Barry is a bit of an outside the box 
option. It’s usually his partner at CAA, Pat Brisson, who is more 
commonly listed as a candidate for hockey operations leadership jobs. 

The situation in Vancouver is unique, though. Barry, after all, represented 
the Sedins and has a relationship with the brothers that dates back 
nearly 25 years. 

That makes Barry a name to watch, even though the industry expectation 
is that Barry would be reluctant to leave his work as a player agent even 
if the position were offered to him. 

A trained lawyer with a 30-year history practising sports law, Barry has 
built a lucrative business and has represented Hall of Fame players like 
Mats Sundin, Jaromir Jagr and the twins. He also represented Loui 
Eriksson, so his bona fides at winning negotiations are well established. 

Within NHL circles, the appeal of the agent-turned-GM is gaining steam 
in some circles, particularly in the wake of Bill Zito’s success with Florida. 
And while that’s a somewhat unlikely path for Barry at this point, if there’s 
anybody who might be able to talk him into it, one wonders if it could be 
the Sedins. 

Roberto Luongo: A Canucks legend, Florida Panthers special assistant to 
the GM Roberto Luongo is on the fast track to a general manager or 
president’s role in the near future. 

Luongo is now three years into his hockey operations career and works 
for one of the NHL’s best teams as a special assistant, with a portfolio 
that includes managing a goaltending excellence program. 

The Hockey Canada veteran also was the general manager of a team 
that won a gold medal in Latvia this past spring and is part of Hockey 
Canada’s leadership team — serving as assistant general manager to 
Doug Armstrong — for the Beijing Olympics. 

Luongo has been widely linked, in speculative fashion, to the general 
manager vacancies in both Vancouver, where he played, and Montreal, 
his hometown. 

However, due to his family roots in South Florida, the industry 
expectation is that Luongo’s preference at the moment is to continue to 
apprentice with the Panthers. 

Like the twins, Luongo is intelligent enough to know how much he still 
has to learn. Also, the Panthers are a legitimate contender and Luongo is 
in a good situation, working with a sharp general manager and heading 
up a department that includes his mentor Francois Allaire, his longtime 
confidant and goaltending coach Robb Tallas and his brother Leo 
Luongo. 

Don’t hold your breath on Luongo returning to Canada’s West Coast in 
short order, although who knows, maybe Tom Sestito’s endorsement will 
sway him. 

Josh Flynn: After getting his start in the industry working for a player 
agency, Josh Flynn has worked hard to climb up the ranks with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Flynn’s best known for his expertise with analytics, the salary cap and the 
CBA, serving as director for hockey administration before being 
promoted to an AGM role in the 2019 offseason. Columbus has quietly 
moved in a progressive direction, with Flynn playing an influential part in 
that, and the Blue Jackets have yielded almost immediate dividends with 
the rebuild they’ve started. 

Seth Jones was turned into a massive haul. Jake Bean’s been a strong fit 
logging over 22 minutes a night after being acquired for just a second-
round pick. They also did exceptional work at the 2021 draft where they 
took Kent Johnson (fifth) and Cole Sillinger (12th), the latter already 
chipping in with 10 points in 24 games as an 18-year-old. 

Flynn, 39, might not be extremely well known yet but he’s a progressive, 
sharp mind. 

Mike Futa: If Mike Futa’s name rings a bell, it’s probably because his 
name seems to surface with regularity almost anytime a GM opening 
arises. Futa spent over a decade with the Los Angeles Kings, starting as 
a director of amateur scouting before moving into an assistant GM role 
that lasted until the end of the 2019-20 season. 

Futa is believed to have expressed interest in the Canucks’ GM vacancy. 
He’s a proponent of combining traditional methods of player evaluation 
with data analysis and those around him believe that he’ll hire a diverse 
front office if he ever got a GM job. Some in the industry have expressed 
mixed reviews but there’s no denying the hand he played in helping draft 
key contributors for the Kings’ 2012 and 2014 Stanley Cup-winning 
rosters. 

Ray Ferraro: Ray Ferraro should be well known around these parts for all 
the broadcasting and local radio he’s done. He may not have 
management experience under his belt but he has tons of playing 
experience and is one of the best analysts in hockey. 

It’s clear to anyone that’s followed his radio hits over the years that he 
has a strong understanding of vision and team-building — he’s the one 
that coined the “no plan plan” that so accurately described the last 
regime’s rudderless construction process. He’s very familiar with the 
Canucks over the years with solid takes that have generally aged well 
with just one example being how much lower he was than the public on 
Jake Virtanen’s upside. 
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Ferraro is a nice blend of old school and progressive — he straight up 
understands hockey at a very high level. One thinks the organization 
would need to add experience to its front office as insulation if Ferraro 
were to take a GM role but there’s no denying how well his brain is wired 
for the sport and a potential management position. 

Craig Conroy: Immediately after retiring, Craig Conroy joined the Calgary 
Flames’ hockey operations group where he’s plied his trade for the last 
decade. He served as a special assistant for Jay Feaster and Brian 
Burke before earning a promotion to an AGM role under Brad Treliving. 

As assistant GM, Conray’s had a taste of a little bit of everything in 
management with a particular focus on amateur free agent scouting and 
the draft. 

Conroy was one of the finalists for Buffalo’s 2017 GM search. His stock is 
likely rising too, considering the kind of recent success Calgary has found 
as one of the top teams in the Western Conference. 

Ross Mahoney: Washington Capitals assistant general manager Ross 
Mahoney is being widely linked to the Canucks vacancy within the 
industry. He’s a former Canucks amateur scout who worked for a couple 
of seasons on Brian Burke’s staff in the late 1990s and is one of the 
brightest executives in the sport. 

Currently serving as the Capitals’ draft guru, Mahoney hails from 
Saskatchewan and is a well educated former teacher turned hockey 
coach and scout. He served as an amateur scouting director for the 
Capitals organization for nearly 15 years, prior to joining the executive 
leadership team seven years ago shortly after George McPhee left the 
organization. 

Mahoney isn’t the biggest name, but he’s one of the sharpest and most 
effective executives in hockey. He was a strong contender for the New 
Jersey Devils vacancy and is highly regarded for his communication 
skills, incorporation of analytics, administrative abilities and eye for 
evaluating amateur talent at the draft. 

John Ferguson Jr.: Arizona Coyotes assistant general manager John 
Ferguson Jr. has had a lengthy hockey operations career, serving as 
everything from St. Louis Blues assistant general manager, Maple Leafs 
general manager, San Jose Sharks director of professional scouting, 
Boston Bruins director of player personnel and Providence Bruins 
general manager. 

Only 52 despite over 25 years of hockey operations experience, 
Ferguson Jr.’s Maple Leafs tenure was highly unsuccessful. It also ended 
nearly 15 years ago and his work since has been highly regarded in the 
industry. He shouldn’t be overlooked, as he’s being discussed at length 
within the industry as a dark horse candidate for the Canucks GM job. 

Kevin Weekes: Kevin Weekes has over a decade of NHL experience as 
a player, is well connected around the league and is regarded as one of 
the top analysts in the sport. He’s highly touted for exceptional 
communication skills and natural leadership qualities. It’s no wonder then 
that he’s increasingly found himself on the radar for potential 
management openings. 

Like Ferraro, Weekes lacks hockey operations experience and yet the 
latter impressed enough to interview for the Florida Panthers GM job that 
ultimately went to Zito. That’s in addition to being on the shortlist of 
candidates to replace Rutherford in Pittsburgh. 

Alexandra Mandrycky: Alexandra Mandrycky would be one of the names 
to consider if the Canucks ever wanted to make an all-in investment into 
analytics. Mandrycky was one of the pioneers of public analytics in co-
founding The War On Ice website before the Minnesota Wild scooped 
her up as a data analyst. Her work was very highly regarded with the 
Wild — it’s not hard to find people who spoke glowingly of her time there. 

Mandrycky has since found herself with the Seattle Kraken as director of 
hockey administration. 

John Chayka: John Chayka is familiar to the Canucks organization, who 
retained him — through his firm Stathletes — as an analytics consultant 
during the Gillis era. 

The 32-year-old former Coyotes general manager is currently suspended 
by the NHL for his role in departing the Coyotes organization in the wake 
of an offer from the Josh Harris group that owns the Devils — in addition 
to the Philadelphia 76ers and Crystal Palace of the EPL — to oversee a 
variety of their sporting operations. Chayka’s lack of oversight into how 
his department was interviewing and testing amateur players outside the 
restricted confines of the NHL combine also led the Coyotes to forfeit 
multiple draft picks in 2021 and 2022. 

Chayka is known for being detail-oriented, analytics savvy and adept at 
ingratiating himself with NHL owners. However, the Coyotes had very 
little success during his tenure and spent unwisely on a number of 
contracts. 

Because of Vancouver ownership’s familiarity with Chayka and that his 
suspension ends at the end of this month, his name has been linked in 
speculative fashion to the Canucks job. 

There isn’t much industry chatter around his candidacy at this point, but 
Chayka is a slick operator with some built-in relationships. His name is 
one to watch anyway, particularly in the event that the Canucks’ search 
for a new GM extends into January. 
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Wild beat Sharks 5-2 for 8th straight win 

 

BEN ROSS, Associated Press 

19-24 minutes 12/10/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Jordan Greenway scored twice and the Minnesota 
Wild beat the San Jose Sharks 5-2 on Thursday night for their eighth 
straight win. 

Kevin Fiala, Joel Eriksson Ek and Kirill Kaprizov also scored for the Wild, 
who took over the NHL lead with 39 points, their most through 26 games 
in franchise history. 

"I think it's great," Fiala said. "We're such a tight group. We always 
believe in it. ... Inside our room, we want to be on top of the league and 
right now I think we are. It's still early, so we just have to keep it going." 

Jonathan Dahlen and Tomas Hertl scored for the Sharks. 

Minnesota's eight-game winning streak is the longest current run in the 
league and the third-longest in franchise history. The Wild have scored at 
least four goals in seven consecutive games. 

"It's just a huge credit to the room, their preparation for the game," Wild 
coach Dean Evason praised. "We're happy the way that we're conducting 
ourselves in the right way." 

Added Greenway: "We want to be the top team. We want to stay on top. 
So in order for us to do that, we've got to continue to do the things that 
have gotten us here." 

Cam Talbot made 33 saves to improve to 15-5. Adin Hill made 22 saves 
and fell to 6-8. 

Fiala put the Wild up 1-0 early, scoring his fourth goal of the season with 
13:38 left in the first period. 
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Eriksson Ek and Greenway added power-play goals in the second to give 
Minnesota a 3-0 lead. 

Dahlen got San Jose on the board with 16:31 remaining in the third 
period, deflecting Erik Karlsson's point shot past Talbot. 

Hertl scored his team-leading 13th goal on the power play with 6:34 left 
to bring the Sharks within one. 

"I was proud of our guys for battling back," Sharks coach Bob Boughner 
said. "I don't think we had our best legs in the first two periods, but we 
found another gear in the third. It just wasn't good enough tonight." 

Greenway and Kaprizov scored empty-netters in the final minutes to seal 
the win. Kaprizov also had an assist and has recorded five goals and 
nine assists during his career-best seven-game point streak. 

"We know as much as anybody that teams aren't going to quit," Evason 
said. "They're just going to keep coming, and certainly at the end of the 
game they did. It's a great league and teams are real good. We liked a lot 
of things we did in this hockey game defensively and we'll take that going 
forward." 

BURNS TIES RECORD 

Sharks D Brent Burns played in his 624th consecutive game, tying 
Patrick Marleau for the longest streak in franchise history. He had two 
shots on goal in 22:50. 

REIMER BACK IN UNIFORM 

James Reimer served as San Jose's backup goaltender after missing 
four games with a non-COVID-19 illness. The Sharks reassigned G 
Alexei Melnichuk to the AHL's San Jose Barracuda. 

SHAW MAKES NHL DEBUT 

It was an emotional night for Wild center Mason Shaw, who made his 
long-awaited NHL debut after recovering from three ACL surgeries, 
including two since being drafted in the fourth round by Minnesota in 
2017. 

"There's been some obstacles along the way that have challenged me, 
but I truly believe that it led me to this point for a reason," Shaw said. 

The 23-year-old nearly scored in his first game, hitting the left post in the 
second period. He finished with two shots on goal in 10:38. 

"You've got to have good people in your corner — my family, teammates, 
coaches — a lot of good people around me keeping me going because 
there were for sure some times where you had some doubts," Shaw said. 
"And then just a love for the game. I mean, this is what (I've) dreamed 
about since I was a kid, so to finally get here, it's an amazing feeling." 
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Wild-San Jose game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

6-7 minutes 12/10/2021 

 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Cam Talbot, Wild: The goalie made 33 saves for his sixth straight win. 

2. Jordan Greenway, Wild: The winger had two goals in a game for the 
first time in his NHL career. 

3. Kevin Fiala, Wild: The winger scored his first goal in eight games to go 
along with an assist. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

2 Power-play goals by the Wild, the third time this season the team has 
scored multiple power-play goals in a game. 

15 Wins by Talbot, the most in the NHL. 

30 Shots by Fiala in between his third and fourth goals of the season. 
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Wild's winning streak reaches eight games with 5-2 win at San Jose 

 

Sarah McLellan 

17-22 minutes 12/10/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. – The Wild could be bounced from the perch in a 
matter of hours, a reminder that the NHL leaderboard can be a game of 
musical chairs at any point of the season. 

But even if the Wild's relocation was only temporary, that doesn't change 
the fact the Wild moved into first place in the first place. 

One minute before Thursday turned into Friday back in Minnesota, the 
Wild seized the top spot in the NHL for the first time since Dec.18, 2011, 
after stymieing the Sharks 5-2 in front of 10,782 at SAP Center in its 
eighth straight victory. 

Overall, the Wild leads the league in wins (19) and points (39). 

"That's what we signed up for," Jordan Greenway said. "We want to be 
the top team. We want to stay on top. In order for us to do that, we have 
to continue to do the things that got us here." 

This is the best active win streak in the NHL and third longest in Wild 
history, trailing only a 12-game run in 2016-17 and a nine gamer from 
2006-07. 

One streak, however, did come to a halt, and it was Kevin Fiala's 
goalless skid. 

The winger snapped out of a seven-game rut, opening the scoring and 
later setting up the game-winner from Greenway, who tallied two goals 
for the first multi-goal game of his career. 

Goalie Cam Talbot had 33 saves and improved to 6-0 since Nov.24, 
stopping 208 of 219 shots in that stretch. His 15 wins are tops in the 
NHL. 

Talbot received an early lead to work with, as Fiala jumped on a rebound 
6 minutes, 22 seconds into the first period to score his fourth goal of the 
season and 95th of his career. 

In between his previous goal on Nov.21 at Tampa Bay and this one 
against San Jose, Fiala had an eye-popping 30 shots stopped out of 46 
total shot attempts. 

"It's nice to get that one in, for sure," Fiala said. 

Although the Sharks upped the pressure after falling behind, the Wild 
withstood the push the rest of the period and through the second. 

That period has given the Wild trouble of late, but the team flipped the 
script by adding to its advantage. 
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Mats Zuccarello found Joel Eriksson Ek in the slot for a redirection on the 
power play at 7:04. 

This was the first time in Eriksson Ek's career he's capitalized on the 
power play in back-to-back games. His six power play goals overall are 
tied for third in the NHL, and Eriksson Ek has six points during a three-
game point streak after assisting on one of Greenway's goals. He also 
has multi-point efforts in three straight games, another first. 

Then, with 4:40 left in the second, the Wild tacked on another goal – this 
one a shot off the rush by Greenway, the first time in his career he's 
scored on the power play. All four of his goals this season have come in 
the past five games, with the winger tallying six points in that span. 

"I haven't been on the power play a ton, so it's good the coaches trust me 
to go be out," Greenway said. 

Fiala and Alex Goligoski had the helpers on the goal, with Goligoski 
chipping in after he took a Brent Burns shot to the face and left the game 
briefly. Sharks goalie Adin Hill ended up with 22 saves. 

The Wild has a power play goal in a season-best three straight games; 
those two contributions during three chances were timely contributions 
because instead of regressing in the second, the Wild sagged in the 
third. 

Just 3:29 into the period, the Sharks spoiled Talbot's shutout bid when 
Jonathan Dahlen tipped in a shot from Erik Karlsson. 

That finish only seemed to ignite San Jose even more, and the Wild had 
to be attentive. After all, the Sharks were one of only two teams to hand 
the Wild a regulation loss over its last 13 games. 

They remained a challenge the rest of the way, with Tomas Hertl burying 
a rebound with 6:34 remaining to cut San Jose's deficit to 1 on its lone 
power play goal in three tries. 

Not until Greenway dumped the puck into an empty net at 18:12 while 
fending off Burns did the Wild stall the Sharks. Kirill Kaprizov racked up 
another empty-net goal 32 seconds later, his 10th goal of the season. He 
also picked up an assist on Eriksson Ek's goal, and his seven-game point 
streak is the longest of his NHL career. 

But that isn't the only impressive streak in the NHL right now. 

"We're happy that the guys keep doing the right things," coach Dean 
Evason said. "You could go the other way sometimes, and we're not. 
We're staying the course." 
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First Wild-focused episode of 'Road to the Winter Classic 2022' puts 
Jared Spurgeon in the spotlight 

 

Vince Tuss 

7-9 minutes 12/9/2021 

 

The second episode of the "Road to the Winter Classic 2022" was 
released Wednesday and was the first to focus on the Minnesota Wild, 
putting the spotlight on captain Jared Spurgeon and the team's winning 
streak. 

The episode previewing the runup to the NHL's showcase outdoor game 
gives a glimpse of Spurgeon away from the ice, recovering from his lower 
body injury, as well as Wild wins over Tampa Bay and Toronto. 

"Minnesota's such a hockey bed for people, and to be able to have an 
outdoor game and our team be playing well right now is obviously 
something special, and showcase the state, the city and how great it is to 
be here ... I think Minnesota is a pretty hidden gem, and not a lot of 
people know how great of a place it is, " Spurgeon said about the Jan. 1 
game at Target Field vs. the St. Louis Blues. 

"With myself being out, I would think it's tough," a voiceover from the 
defenseman says during a scene showing him watching the team play 
Tampa Bay at Xcel Energy Center. "But we have so many guys in there 
that speak up and are leaders in their own way, so they take over." 

Along with goals by Nick Bjugstad and Victor Rask to beat the Lightning, 
the high-profile shootout win vs. the Leafs and some footage from the 
Wild locker room surrounding both games, Spurgeon's home life also is 
featured. 

"When you're injured, there's a little more family time, so we try and do 
everything as much as we can together," Spurgeon says while playing 
with his kids and heading to a son's hockey game in Burnsville. 

The latest iteration of the long-running series debuted Dec. 2 as part of 
TNT's postgame NHL coverage. Instead of the pieces of episodic 
television as in the past, these are more miniweb videos, running 5 or so 
minutes. A new one is shown each Wednesday after TNT's game, and 
Turner-owner Bleacher Report has posted the episodes on its YouTube 
channel. 

The first episode featured Blues captain Ryan O'Reilly on the ice and 
similarly behind the scenes. That episode does start with some Wild 
locker-room team-building. 
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Spurgeon returns, Mason Shaw makes NHL debut at San Jose 

 

Sarah McLellan 

16-20 minutes 12/9/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Mason Shaw had a support system that kept him 
motivated — family members, teammates and coaches who were in his 
corner. 

But what also kept the forward shrugging off adversity was his love of 
hockey. 

"This is what I've dreamed about since I was a kid," Shaw said. "To finally 
get here is an amazing feeling." 

After undergoing two ACL surgeries since getting drafted by the Wild and 
three overall, Shaw appeared in his first NHL game Thursday at SAP 
Center against the Sharks. 

He became the fifth player this season to make his NHL debut with the 
Wild. 

"It's a long road to get to this point, and everyone's path is a little bit 
different," Shaw said. "Fortunately for me, it's landed here." 

Shaw's journey has had plenty of interruptions. 

Not long after he was selected in the fourth round (97th overall) by the 
Wild in 2017, Shaw suffered a torn right ACL at the Traverse City 
Prospects Tournament and was sidelined for most of the ensuing 
season. 
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He later had his left ACL fixed up after he was hurt in an American 
Hockey League playoff game in 2019, an injury that kept him out until 
January 2020. Once he returned, Shaw played just 17 games before the 
season was shut down by the COVID-19 pandemic and then logged only 
30 games in a shortened campaign earlier this year. 

This season, he has been one of Iowa's most productive players, 
recording 14 points in 18 games before the Wild called him up on 
Monday. 

"Such a hard-working kid," Wild captain Jared Spurgeon said. "He's fun 
to be around, a lot of energy. He's gone through a lot of injuries that he's 
had to overcome and to be able to do that and then get back to the level 
that he was playing at before and then to get your first NHL game is 
pretty special." 

The 23-year-old subbed in for Rem Pitlick, who was a healthy scratch, 
and Shaw learned he'd be in the lineup Thursday morning. He 
immediately texted his parents but wasn't sure if they'd make it to San 
Jose on time from Alberta, Canada. 

Shaw was sure, though, they'd be watching. 

"As a young kid, you dream of this and as you go on you realize how 
hard it is to really get to this point," he said. "There's been some 
obstacles along the way that have challenged me. But I truly believe that 
it led me to this point for a reason. I never stopped believing, and here 
we are today." 

Spurgeon suits up 

After missing eight games with a lower-body injury, Spurgeon returned 
against the Sharks. 

The defenseman took Matt Dumba's spot next to Jonas Brodin; Dumba 
was under the weather but not in the COVID protocols, coach Dean 
Evason said. 

This was Spurgeon's first game since he was hurt Nov. 20 at Florida. 

"Going back for a puck and something went wrong," Spurgeon said of the 
injury. 

While he was out, the Wild went 7-0-1 to widen its lead atop the Central 
Division. 

"It was definitely fun to watch, and it makes being out a bit easier," 
Spurgeon said. "It takes that [pressure] off you to try and get back maybe 
a bit earlier than you're supposed to and then maybe come back too 
early." 

Sticking out 

Center Victor Rask scored once in the 4-1 win at Edmonton on Tuesday, 
but two goals came courtesy of his stick. 

Defenseman Dmitry Kulikov capitalized on a breakaway in the third 
period while playing with one of Rask's old sticks. 

"I took it a few practices ago," Kulikov said. "I liked it. I've been using his 
stick the last three games." 
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Wild beat Sharks to stretch winning streak to eight games 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 12/10/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — While the Vikings were busy giving fans across the 
Twin Cities heart palpitations on Thursday night, the Wild were doing 
much of the same for anyone who stayed up to watch their late game 
against the San Jose Sharks. 

After jumping out to a commanding lead and looking like the much better 
team in the process, the Wild let the Sharks back into the game with a 
dreadful final 20 minutes. 

In the end, though, the Wild got two empty-net goals and held on for a 5-
2 win to stretch their current winning streak to eight games. That’s the 
third-longest winning streak in franchise history, not to mention the 
longest active winning streak in the NHL. 

“We know as well as much as anybody that teams aren’t going to quit,” 
coach Dean Evason said. “We knew they were just going to keep 
coming, and certainly at the end of the game they did. It’s a great league, 
and teams are real good. We liked a lot of the things we did in this 
hockey game.” 

After earning résumé-building wins over the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Edmonton Oilers earlier this week, the Wild will close out the road trip 
with games against the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday and the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Sunday. 

Against the Sharks, as has become the norm over the past couple of 
months, the Wild jumped out to an early lead thanks to an impressive 
start. They controlled the pace from the initial puck drop and Kevin Fiala 
made 1-0 with his first goal since Nov. 20. 

It was a tap-in goal for Fiala after the puck fell essentially into his lap with 
a wide-open net in front of him. Maybe it was appropriate that Fiala 
scored in that manner considering how snake-bitten he has been this 
season. 

“It felt really good,” Fiala said. “I can’t lie about that.” 

The lead grew in the second period, starting with a power-play goal from 
Joel Eriksson Ek to make it 2-0. That took the edge off, and after a few 
big saves from Cam Talbot between the pipes, Jordan Greenway 
stretched the lead to 3-0 with a power-play goal of his own. 

That set the stage for the third period, during which the Wild took their 
foot off the gas for a prolonged stretch, very much like the Vikings did 
earlier in the night to let the Pittsburgh Steelers back into the game. 

That gave the Sharks an opening, and winger Jonathan Dahlen took 
advantage by scoring on a deflection to cut the deficit to 3-1. That put the 
Wild on their heels for the remainder of the game, and the Sharks got a 
goal from Tomas Hertl to make it 3-2 with just over 6½ minutes to play. 

That made things interesting down the stretch, and while the Sharks 
pushed hard in the final minutes, Greenway finally took the edge off with 
an empty-net goal to make it 4-2. It was a big play and Greenway fended 
off hulking defenseman Brent Burns in the process. 

“He’s a big guy,” Greenway said. “Just had to find a way to protect it, and 
it found a way to trickle in. It was good.” 

For good measure, Kirill Kaprizov scored an empty-net goal of his own to 
finalize the score at 5-2 

“They came hard and we probably didn’t handle it as well as we 
should’ve,” Alex Goligoski, said. “Just got to make harder plays and not 
turn pucks over. That stuff happens. You have to be able to regroup. And 
for the most part after that second goal we did a pretty good job.” 
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Wild captain Jared Spurgeon set to return from lower-body injury 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 12/9/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Wild captain Jared Spurgeon was set to make his 
return to the lineup in Thursday’s late game against the San Jose 
Sharks. He has missed the previous eight after suffering a lower-body 
injury during a Nov. 20 contest against the Florida Panthers. 

Asked about the injury itself, Spurgeon confirmed that he went back for a 
puck and something didn’t feel right. 

“You never really know,” he said. “It was sort of wait until the next day to 
really figure things out. It’s shorter than it could have been, so that’s 
good.” 

Fortunately for Spurgeon, he didn’t have to rush back; the Wild were 7-0-
1 in his absence, earning points in every game he missed. 

“I think it just shows the depth that we have,” Spurgeon said. “I’m just 
going to come back in and try to fit in with the way they’re playing right 
now.” 

SHAW DEBUTS 

Wild prospect Mason Shaw was set to make his NHL debut in Thursday’s 
game, a special moment for the 23-year-old winger that felt like it might 
never come. 

It’s not often that a player recovers from an torn anterior cruciate 
ligament on three separate occasions, then goes on to play at the highest 
level. 

“There’s been some obstacles along the way that have challenged me,” 
said Shaw, a fourth-round pick in the 2017 NHL Draft. “But I truly believe 
that it led me to this point for a reason. There might have been (some 
doubts), but I never stopped believing and here we are today.” 

Unfortunately for Shaw, his parents couldn’t get to San Jose fast enough 
to watch his NHL debut. 

He found out he was playing shortly before Thursday’s morning skate, so 
there wasn’t enough time for his parents to book a flight from Wainwright, 
Alberta. Plus, certain COVID-19 protocols make it tough to cross the 
Canadian border at the drop of a hat. 

“I sent my parents a text as soon as I found out,” Shaw said. “I know 
they’ll be watching, for sure.” 

DUMBA OUT 

While the Wild got some reinforcements on the blue line in the form of 
Spurgeon, defenseman Matt Dumba was expected to miss Thursday’s 
game due to an illness. 

“It’s not COVID protocol,” coach Dean Evason said, “but he’s under the 
weather.” 

Any time a player wakes up feeling sick these days, there’s more stress 
associated with it than in the past. Is it simply the common cold? Or is it 
COVID? 

“No question,” Evason said. “Everyone’s scared to death to get it. You 
don’t want it, right? You don’t want to miss time.” 

GAUDREAU UPDATE 

Speaking of missing time, winger Freddy Gaudreau hasn’t played since 
entering COVID protocol before a Nov. 30 contest against the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

Though he’s not currently on the West Coast road trip, Evason hinted 
that Gaudreau could join the team at some point over the weekend. The 
Wild play the Kings in Los Angeles on Saturday, and the Golden Knights 
Sunday in Las Vegas. 

“I can’t say when because we’re not sure when he comes out if 
everything is right,” Evason said. “All of that gets done first. But we’re 
hoping that he’ll be here.” 
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Russo: Wild are the top team in the NHL, and don't expect history to 
repeat itself 10 years later 

 

Michael Russo 

14-18 minutes 12/10/2021 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — On Dec. 10, 2011, during Mike Yeo’s first season as 
coach, the Wild stood atop the NHL with a 20-7-3 record. 

They had just won their seventh game in a row in Arizona. 

Two games earlier, after the Board of Governors met in Pebble Beach, 
Calif., to approve a radical realignment that would send the Wild into a 
revamped Central Division, a slew of NHL Insiders like TSN’s Pierre 
LeBrun and ESPN’s Craig Custance — both now with The Athletic — 
descended on Silicon Valley to write glowing pieces on a shockingly 
good Wild team that would ultimately beat the Sharks, 2-1, that night. 

The bad news? 

The Wild won 15 of the final 52 games to miss the playoffs with a 35-36-
11 record. 

Why do we bring this up? 

Ten years later to the day and now with former Sharks center Dean 
Evason behind Minnesota’s bench, the Wild will arise on Dec. 10, 2021, 
as the best team in the NHL with a 19-6-1 record and an eighth 
consecutive win after Thursday’s 5-2 victory, coincidentally, against the 
Sharks. 

The good news? 

The LeBruns of the world aren’t about to descend on southern California 
when the Wild visit the L.A. Kings on Saturday night because he’s 2,700 
miles away in Palm Beach with the Board of Governors. 

The other good news? 

This cast of Wild players is very, very, … very different than yesteryear’s 
Wild roster and probably won’t get fat and happy and too satisfied 
reading all the bubbly headlines coming their way. 

“That’s what we signed up for. We want to be the top team. We want to 
stay on top,” said Jordan Greenway, who continued his string of 
stupendous games with his first career power-play goal that amounted to 
the game-winner and a muscling empty-netter to seal the deal. “In order 
for us to do that, we’ve got to continue to do the things that’s gotten us 
here, and I think that’s going to be a focus and something that we’ve got 
to continue to think about. We got to respect the teams that we play.” 

The Wild, arguably the NHL’s deepest team, continue to roll no matter 
the lines or the lineup. 

Snakebit Kevin Fiala finally was rewarded for his oodles of scoring 
chances this season with a goal and assist. Joel Eriksson Ek scored his 
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sixth power-play goal, which is tied for third in the NHL. Kirill Kaprizov 
scored an empty-net goal and had an assist to extend his point streak to 
a career-high seven games and give him a league-best 20 in the past 11 
games. And Cam Talbot, who has six of Minnesota’s victories during its 
win streak, made 33 saves for his league-leading 15th win. 

There’s simply something special about this hard-working, well-balanced 
roster that should ensure they won’t go belly-up like that Wild team of 10 
years ago. 

“We have a good group to it,” said defenseman Alex Goligoski, who 
amazingly returned quickly Thursday after taking a Brent Burns wrist shot 
to the mouth. “A lot of meat and potato guys that want to go out there and 
grind and find ways to win. It’s just about keeping your foot on the gas.” 

One of the narratives the last little bit, especially since Kaprizov began to 
produce nightly in the middle of last month, is how good could this team 
be if Fiala, who had more points than any Wild player the past two 
seasons, could ever get going? 

Nobody in the league has had more shot attempts with fewer goals than 
Fiala, so even he was shocked Thursday night when Jon Merrill’s 
deflected shot caromed right to him with the net wide open in the first 
period. 

“I thought it was going to bounce over my stick,” said Fiala, self-
deprecating sarcasm because that’s just the way it has been going for 
him. “It’s nice to get that one in, for sure.” 

Asked how he was able to truck through the misery of late, Fiala said, 
“We’ve been winning. That’s what’s been motivating me just to keep 
going. I feel like I have been playing actually really, really good. I’ve been 
hitting posts and having good chances and couldn’t get it in. Tonight I got 
it in and hopefully it keeps going.” 

In the second period, Sharks defenseman Jacob Middleton took 
consecutive penalties to put the Wild on the power play. They scored 
both times with Mats Zuccarello placing a picture-perfect pass right onto 
the blade of Eriksson Ek for a bumper redirection and his 11th goal, then 
Greenway, who rarely gets on the power play, taking advantage of a 
gorgeous Fiala pass at the blue line for a 3-0 lead. 

“Kev put it on a platter for me, so I just had to find a way to beat the 
goalie,” Greenway said. “I haven’t been on the power play a ton, so it’s 
good the coaches trust me to be out there and then take advantage of an 
opportunity like that.” 

Evason said it’s simple why Greenway is getting power-play time: “His 
play warranted that he get the opportunity there. We’ve talked about how 
good he’s played for the last month and he wasn’t getting rewarded. But 
you play the right way, you get some looks.” 

With Freddy Gaudreau expected to return off COVID-19 protocol later in 
a road trip that continues Saturday in L.A. and Sunday in Vegas, it 
wouldn’t be shocking if Greenway continues to get the power-play time. 

Things got tight in the third period when the Wild began to take penalties. 
The momentum turned big-time, the Sharks pushed hard and they cut 
the deficit to one. However, the Wild bent but didn’t completely break 
before Greenway and Kaprizov scored a couple of empty-netters, 
Greenway’s being as impressive as one can get by outmuscling Burns. 

Thirty years ago, Evason played on the inaugural Sharks team at the old 
Cow Palace. 

They won 17 out of 80 games. 

“That was a long year,” Evason said. 

Now, his Wild have won two more games than that in just 26. 

Amazing, isn’t it? 

Goligoski, who faced years of misery playing for the Coyotes before 
signing with the Wild in the offseason, was asked if he feels a million 
miles from Arizona right now. 

“Yeah, I do,” he said, smiling, with cuts on his lower lip. “It’s been a fun 
year.” 

It’s Dec. 10, 2021. 

Ten years exactly from that other time they stood atop the entire National 
Hockey League, the Wild are about to be the toast of the NHL. 

Who knows how this season will end, but if this team remains healthy, it’s 
hard to see a meltdown in its future. 

This is one good hockey club. 

“We’re happy that the guys just keep doing the right things,” Evason said. 
“You could go the other way sometimes, and we’re not. We’re staying the 
course. And it’s just a huge credit to the room and their preparation for 
the game. But then to stay the course and be resilient and all of that. 
Yeah, we’re happy the way that we’re conducting ourselves in the right 
way.” 

After the game, the coaching staff went into the room for a postgame 
speech. 

It lasted three seconds, and the players cheered loudly. 

“Good sticks,” goalie coach Frederic Chabot said, “And day off 
tomorrow.” 

A well-earned one. 

Spurgeon returns, Dumba sick 

Captain Jared Spurgeon, who sustained a lower-body injury at Florida on 
Nov. 20, returned to the lineup. While it was expected Jordie Benn would 
probably come out of the lineup when Spurgeon returned, defenseman 
Matt Dumba was under the weather and did not play. 

Evason said it was a non-COVID-19 related illness. 

Because Spurgeon’s normal defense partner, Goligoski, has been 
playing well with Merrill, Evason decided to load up a new top pair and 
have Spurgeon slide into Dumba’s spot next to Jonas Brodin. 

Amazingly, the Wild were 7-0-1 without Spurgeon, who is one of 
Minnesota’s best defensemen. 

“I think it just shows the depth that we have this year, whether it’s on 
forward or defense or the goalie position,” Spurgeon said. “In every 
position, we have guys that can play. I think that speaks a lot to our game 
that we play with. It’s rolling guys over, there’s no extended minutes. 
Obviously, it depends on special teams. Some guys some nights get 
more just because of that, but it was definitely fun to watch and it makes 
being out a bit easier.” 

It also meant Spurgeon didn’t feel the need to rush back too early like, 
say, the 2018 playoffs when it looked like he played on one leg after 
tearing his hamstring late in the regular season. Spurgeon said he got 
injured against the Panthers when he went back to play a puck and 
“something went wrong.” 

But he was really excited to play with Brodin, who has simply been 
sensational this season and is on pace to shatter his career-high in 
points with 44. 

“Watching him the last couple of years, his offensive abilities that we’ve 
always known he had, like that pass, that no-looker to (Victor) Rask (in 
Edmonton), it just shows the confidence he has,” Spurgeon said. “He’s 
such a good skater and so smart, he makes the game so easy. We’ve 
always known how good of a defensive player he is and how smart he is, 
but he’s always had that offensive upside. Just took a couple years for it 
to come out. And now he’s putting it all together. Being able to watch it is 
pretty awesome.”  

Mason Shaw debuts, Rem Pitlick gets a night off 

Poor Brandon Duhaime. 
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He’ll probably never live down tripping on a puck in Anaheim during his 
rookie solo lap in warmups back in October. 

Asked Thursday morning if he had been practicing his solo lap in 
advance of Thursday night’s NHL debut, winger Mason Shaw cracked, 
“I’ll tell you what, I’m not taking advice from Duhaime.” 

For Shaw, 23, an offseason cattle farmer at his home of Wainwright, 
Alberta (population, 6,270), becoming the fifth Wild player to make his 
NHL debut this season was an overwhelming joy. 

The 2017 fourth-round pick is the model of perseverance. He has 
overcome three different torn ACLs in his career, so there were many 
times where Shaw could have given up on his dream. 

“It’s a long road to get to this point and everyone’s path is a little bit 
different,” Shaw said Thursday morning. “Fortunately for me, it’s landed 
here and the game in San Jose. As a young kid you dream of this and as 
you go on you realize how hard it is to really get to this point. There’s 
been some obstacles along the way that have challenged me. But I truly 
believe that it led me to this point for a reason. I never stopped believing 
and here we are today.” 

Longtime Iowa Wild play-by-play man Joe O’Donnell, now calling games 
in Minnesota, spent part of the previous four seasons with Shaw in Iowa. 
He was thrilled to be in attendance to witness his debut. 

“Yeah, two ACL tears on the one knee, one on the other knee,” 
O’Donnell said. “It’s just one of those things where you don’t know how 
much he’s willing to put in, but he’s persevered. He’s earned it. He has 
another life outside of hockey. And I don’t think a lot of people realize 
that. If someday he decides to just go back on the farm, I know he’ll be 
happy there. But such a great kid and he’s worked so hard to come back. 
He’s a big part of what Iowa has become. He’s been a leader for that 
group the last couple years.” 

Shaw had no clue he was debuting until soon after arriving to SAP 
Center on Thursday morning. Strength and conditioning coach Sean 
Shahan asked Shaw when he’d be ready to work out. 

“I said, ‘Let’s do it right now,’ and then he looked at the board and said, 
‘Oh, never mind, you’re in,'” Shaw said. “I was definitely shocked.” 

Because of the late notice and how difficult it is to get from central-
eastern Alberta to San Jose, Calif., in the midst of a pandemic, Shaw’s 
parents, Lindsey and Aaron, weren’t able to make it to the game. But 
Shaw did get to hang with his family and friends two nights earlier in 
Edmonton when the Wild played the Oilers. 

“I know they’ll be here whether they’re in the building or not,” Shaw said, 
sweetly. “This is the debut so obviously there’s a little bit of emotion 
around it. But I think once you get maybe the first shift over, get the 
butterflies out a little bit, it’s just hockey again. We’ve been doing this 
since we were young. But there’s definitely a little bit of added excitement 
tonight.” 

O’Donnell said of the 5-foot-9 Shaw, “He’s not going to short you on work 
ethic. He tends to be a guy that can get up and down the rink and finish 
his hits. But he has some skill to his game as well. It’s not all meat and 
potatoes with Mason Shaw. But for a guy his size to get a chance at this 
level shows you just how hard he works on the ice, and coaches trust 
him. I think that’s a big reason why he’s here.” 

With Shaw in, rookie Rem Pitlick was a healthy scratch for the first time 
since his Wild debut Oct. 26. Pitlick has 10 points in 16 games, but 
Evason has seen his game slip of late and gave him a rookie reset, so to 
speak. Pitlick’s ice time dropped to 7:54 Tuesday night against the Oilers. 

“Whenever you take somebody out and put somebody in, there’s 
dimensions that we talk to each player about and teaching clips that he’s 
seen and has seen today,” said Evason, who is loathe to criticize his 
players publicly. “There’s narratives obviously when this happens that 
we’re asking to do a better job with.” 

Maybe that’s one reason why Duhaime, Nick Bjugstad and Nico Sturm 
worked valiantly Thursday night. It felt like Pitlick’s scratch got the 
attention of other candidates to potentially be scratched with Rask 
playing well and Gaudreau so close to returning. 

As for Shaw, Evason was happy to give him this opportunity, especially 
because he could be close to returning to Iowa if Gaudreau returns from 
COVID-19 protocol later in the road trip at Los Angeles or Las Vegas. 

“What (Shaw’s) done for our organization is just compete his butt off,” 
Evason said. “He battles. He competes. He’s a gritty guy that we’re 
expecting to play that style of hockey. He’s proven that in Iowa 

“It’s the opportunity to play in the National Hockey League and to do what 
he loves and what we’ve seen him do obviously at the American Hockey 
League level.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL vows to bolster inclusion efforts, approves 
Penguins sale, more on Day 1 of Board of Governors meetings 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Dec 10, 2021  

  

PALM BEACH, Florida — The fallout from the Chicago Blackhawks 
scandal, the courage of Kyle Beach — it could all be felt in a detailed, 
expansive initiative the NHL presented to the Board of Governors on 
Thursday. 

On the surface, the program, called Respect Hockey and launched by 
NHL executive Kim Davis, has real potential and is certainly detailed in 
its ambitious goals. 

Of course, words have to be met with action. 

And on that front, the inclusion of Sheldon Kennedy and his Respect 
Group in the NHL initiative is a key factor. Because if the NHL doesn’t 
follow through on this, he’s not beholden to anyone. He will let the world 
know. 

But at the outset, Kennedy is rather hopeful of what the NHL has put 
together. 

“My perception of it all is that there’s a real commitment from the NHL 
and from the owners who have made sure they got this right, and that 
they’re going to make sure they do everything they can to cover all the 
bases so that we can address the issues sitting in front of us,” Kennedy 
told me over the phone Thursday after the NHL’s news conference at the 
Board of Governors meeting. 

“If you look at the issues that encompass respect: discrimination, 
harassment, inclusion, abuse and so forth, and when you look at mental 
health issues and addiction issues, one thing is very common that people 
need: they need a safe place for discussion and they need a clear path 
for help and reporting. And that’s what basically we’re going to do. 

Kennedy said he spoke with commissioner Gary Bettman on Wednesday 
ahead of this announcement and mentioned he’d spoken with Davis 
many times. 

“I know that Kim and her team is committed. And I know we’re 
committed,” Kennedy said. “And I think ultimately we’re trying to create a 
hockey ecosystem that goes beyond the NHL. I think the NHL is in a 
position to take a leadership position in this space.’’ 
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Kennedy has done work in this space for 19 years. The NHL had never 
reached out to him before for his counsel in all those years — not until 
the fallout from the Beach story rocked the hockey world and compelled 
the league to finally do just that. 

“Sheldon has been an amazing partner thus far in this journey,” Davis 
said of Kennedy. “It is fascinating to have a conversation with someone 
who has been a practitioner in the area that I’ve been a practitioner in for 
40 years. For him to listen to the work that we have already had in place, 
and for him to say, ‘My goodness, who knew you guys have been 
working on an amazing platform of work.’ That was encouraging that 
someone that comes from hockey, was saying that what you guys are 
doing already is best in class.” 

A key element in the initiative is that everyone working in the NHL — 
from league office staff to all 32 teams, from executives to coaches and 
trainers — have to complete the training program by June 30. It’s 
mandatory. The players, via the NHLPA’s participation, will also be asked 
to complete the program. 

That consistency across the league is the first issue Davis wanted 
addressed. 

“The consistency around the first facet of this effort, the prevention and 
the uniform 90-minute digital online training,’’ Davis told reporters at the 
news conference. “As much as that doesn’t solve every problem, and as 
much as it is not by itself enough, it is important for us to go back and 
really establish a uniform baseline of understanding around the common 
issues of what we’re talking about when we refer to respect. 

“When we talk about the issues of bullying and abuse and harassment 
and discrimination, so there is no ambiguity about what we mean and 
what we stand for in the league as relates to these issues. That baseline 
will then form the launching pad for us to be able to then continue to build 
on all of the practices that we have.’’ 

Those of us who have been around a while become easily cynical. 
There’s no question a lot of us will look at the program that rolled out 
Thursday, as extensive as it is, and want to reserve judgment until we 
make sure there’s a follow-through. 

But again, having Kennedy officially involved gives this real hope. He has 
devoted his life’s work to this space. You get the sense he will hold the 
league’s feet to the fire if he has to. 

Kennedy, by the way, began our conversation by pointing to Mark 
Chipman and his work behind the scenes, as well, in all of this. You may 
remember the Winnipeg Jets owner, during an emotional news 
conference last month, said he would use his influence in NHL circles to 
help spur change in this space. Judging from what Kennedy said, 
Chipman has done just that. 

“I got to give Mark Chipman credit. I met with Mark right away … He 
obviously took a real strong leadership role in this,’’ said Kennedy. 

Kennedy also made mention of Akim Aliu and Beach, thanking them for 
their courage. 

And I mean, Kennedy himself — too humble of course to ever single 
himself out — continues to be an amazing gift to hockey, sports and 
society in general with the work he’s done. 

He truly feels the NHL’s initiative will have an impact. 

“I got to tell you, I’m proud to be a part of it because I feel that it’s all-
encompassing, it’s not just another training program,” said Kennedy. 
“We’re a piece of it, but when we see all the other components 
surrounding it, I think that’s what is going to bring real culture change and 
that’s ultimately what we want to do.’’ 

Fehr on Olympics 

Bettman said the league would provide an update on the Olympics to the 
Board of Governors on Friday, Day 2 of the meetings. 

The reality is that the decision to go to the Olympics — or not — sits in 
large part with the players. They pushed hard for Olympic participation in 
the last CBA extension and if the NHL and NHL Players’ Association 
decide to opt out at the Jan. 10 deadline, my sense is it will be because 
the players made that call. Let’s face it, the league is looking for any 
reason possible to pull out, but needs to honour the agreement in the 
CBA. 

So, where are the players right now on it? 

At this point in time, the Olympics are still a go, NHLPA executive director 
Don Fehr told The Athletic Thursday afternoon. 

“My assumption is that you always have a series of problems with 
respect to an event like this and those things are complicated by COVID 
obviously and they’re still being worked out,’’ Fehr said over the phone 
from Toronto. “We’re in frequent communication with the players, with the 
IIHF (and) I expect it’s certainly possible we will be directly (in touch) with 
the IOC, and we’ll see what develops. Our target date for making a 
decision, the initial date under the agreement, is not until Jan. 10. But 
you know, unless and until someone says otherwise, I’m going to 
assume we’re going to be there.’’ 

There are a few issues the NHLPA would like to get more clarity on from 
IOC and IIHF officials, including what happens to a player at the 
Olympics if he tests positive for COVID-19 with regards to the logistics 
and procedures of that player’s quarantine. How long would he be kept 
out? 

“Sure, players have questions about that and we don’t have final answers 
yet,’’ Fehr said. “We don’t even have the ‘playbook’ from the IOC with all 
the rules and regulations. We expect that soon, but we haven’t seen it.’’ 

The fact some that of the players will be in Las Vegas for All-Star 
weekend just before flying to China for the Olympics has been a concern 
as well. Protocols will be tightened in Vegas. 

“The COVID protocols we have generally are under constant review, our 
doctors talk to league doctors all the time,’’ Fehr said. “Then they talk to 
their respective sides. Second thing is, no one knows yet what Omicron 
is going to mean. Hopefully it’s not terribly severe, hopefully the vaccine 
is going to protect against it. But we don’t know that yet. I think we’re 
unlikely to have any definitive information for some period of time yet, 
hopefully well before the Jan. 10 date. 

“In terms of Vegas with COVID, you want it to be as safe as possible. I 
assume and I’m confident that players who plan to go from there to the 
Olympics will take all the appropriate measures to make sure they’re as 
protected as possible.’’ 

In short, there’s no final answer yet on going to the Beijing Olympics. It 
remains a tentative yes, but it’s complicated to be sure. 

It’s a constant topic of conversation among NHL players, and it’s come 
up in Fehr’s Fall Tour meetings with teams across the league. 

“And I’m sure over the next 2-3 weeks we’ll be having communication 
directly with the players on the long lists (from each country), and it’s 
probable we’ll either have a whole series of individual calls or some 
group conference Calls to discuss the issues,” said Fehr. 

“But we have to know what the rules are going to be before we do that.’’ 

Hence, the NHLPA is waiting for the final IOC playbook which will have 
all those rules and regulations. And that’s coming soon. At that point, the 
NHLPA can go back to the IOC and the IIHF with more questions and 
potentially desired changes. 

“If we have ideas about how to do something better, we’re not going to 
be bashful about it,’’ Fehr said. 

Fehr hasn’t spoken in the media since the NHLPA launched an 
independent investigation into the events in 2010 and how Fehr and the 
union dealt with Beach at the time. Because it remains an ongoing 
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investigation, Fehr couldn’t say much when I asked him for an update on 
Thursday. 

“I don’t have anything to do with that investigation except to respond to 
inquiries when made,’’ Fehr said. “When there’s something to announce, 
it’ll be announced.’’ 

Enhanced COVID-19 protocols? 

NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly gave governors a long presentation 
on COVID-19 and its continued impact on the league. Included in all that 
was the possibility that there would be enhanced COVID-19 protocols 
beyond what exists now. 

“Ultimately, that’s gonna be a decision of our medical professionals, 
experts, and the players, associations, medical experts,” Daly told 
reporters afterward. “What we have done and what we’ve been doing 
with respect to clusters of cases and many outbreaks on clubs is 
implementing enhanced measures, which are basically turning back the 
clock to last year in terms of the protocols that were required, and 
introducing an extra element of testing to deal with these mini outbreaks 
we’ve been getting for a seven-day period of time. 

“So I think I reported to the board (that) we’ve had 19 different teams 
who’ve employed enhanced measures during the course of the season, 
again, for a defined period of time until they’re kind of out of the woods.” 

Penguins sale 

The $900-million sale of the Pittsburgh Penguins to the Fenway Sports 
Group was voted on and approved by the Board of Governors on 
Thursday afternoon. In an earlier morning session, the smaller owners’ 
Executive Committee interviewed Fenway Sports Group ahead of the 
vote. 

“The Executive Committee who interviewed the representatives of 
Fenway Sports Group were very excited about the expertise that they 
have in professional sports over a long period of time, how well they run 
their franchises,” said Bettman. “And the fact that they were excited 
about joining the NHL, they see a great future for us. And that’s why 
they’re making the investment.” 

Arizona Coyotes 

Bettman said he would address the media on the latest arena situation 
with the Arizona Coyotes Friday after the meetings wrap up. 
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The Athletic / Comparing public expected goal models: How they work 
and what we should take away from them 

 

By Shayna Goldman  

Dec 9, 2021  

  

When it comes to measuring offense, we know shots aren’t created 
equally — that’s the criticism of focusing on just shot share, even though 
there is predictiveness to Corsi. Scoring chances, in theory, are a 
solution to better measuring quality in addition to quantity. But there are 
holes there too, from consistency in how scoring chances are 
considered, to shot location being just one more piece to the puzzle. 

When evaluating the ‘danger’ to a shot, there’s quite a few factors to 
consider in addition to shot location. That’s what expected goal models 
attempt to do.  

But in the public sphere, there’s more than one model floating around — 
and more than one method of calculating the metric. The four ‘core’ 
models are those of HockeyViz, MoneyPuck, Evolving-Hockey, and 
NaturalStatTrick.  

So, let’s take a closer look at some of the core expected goal models in 
the public sphere, and dive into what those factor in and why they feature 
certain metrics.  

How they came to be 

Peter Tanner took inspiration from soccer in his model building at 
MoneyPuck.com. But what stood out to him was the opportunity; there 
wasn’t another website with this metric updating live during games.  

For Josh Younggren of Evolving-Hockey.com, a website he built and 
maintains with twin brother Luke, it was the next step in their modeling of 
hockey.  

Similarly, Brad Timmins of NaturalStatTrick.com created his because he 
felt he “should” have this feature since “analysis was shifting to [expected 
goals] from scoring chances.” 

Micah Blake McCurdy had plenty of reasons for wanting to build a model 
on HockeyViz.com. Besides being “intrinsically interesting” and wanting 
to improve his game simulation models, “what really drove me was that I 
didn’t think I could fairly evaluate goalies unless I could get a handle on 
how difficult their workload really was.” 

The building process 

After the decision to make the model came the question of how. And 
that’s what sets each of these models apart in their own unique ways.  

MoneyPuck, as Tanner explained, was the first to use Gradient Boosting, 
a particular machine learning technique, in 2016 while others focused on 
linear regressions.  

“This technique works better for dealing with how factors in a model 
interact with each other,” Tanner said. “For example, shot distance for a 
backhand has more impact on a shot being a goal than it does for a wrist 
shot.” 

Now, the majority of xG models use this technique — including Evolving-
Hockey’s. The Younggrens also took inspiration from Manny Perry’s work 
at Corsica, as well as Brian Maconald’s.  

What goes into these models and what sets them apart  

All four models include three key factors: shot type, location, and game 
state (ranging from levels of even strength to penalty kills, power plays, 
and empty-net situations). HockeyViz and Evolving-Hockey also both add 
in score state, so whether a team is leading, trailing, or tied.  

These line up with some of the ‘core’ factors on-air analyst J.T. Brown 
noted to analyst Alison Lukan while she explored some differences in 
these four ‘pillar’ models in the public sphere.  

“The key factor,” Younggren said, “for any xG model is distance from the 
net – that is, how far away was a given shot.” 

Via Evolving-Hockey 

“This surpasses the significance of every other feature in the model by 
several orders of magnitude —  almost everything else in any xG model 
is going to be just filling in small gaps that distance doesn’t account for. 
There are a few other important features we include (seconds between a 
shot and prior events and where that prior event occurred) as well,” 
Younggren said.  

Those seconds between shots and prior events can help define ‘pre-shot 
movement’ to determine whether a shot was a rebound or second 
chance effort.  

Since the NHL doesn’t officially record rebound shots in their tracking, 
each builder has their own methods for calculating.  
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Timmins, of NaturalStatTrick, and McCurdy, of HockeyViz, each look for 
shots within three seconds of the previous ‘shot attempt’ event on the 
NHL’s play-by-play data. Younggren explains how Evolving-Hockey’s 
model includes prior event information in their xGBoost algorithm to find 
the relationship between “shots and events preceding them” to account 
for them. And at MoneyPuck, Tanner also includes angle differences for 
rebound shots and the “speed” of the change in angle, which is further 
defined here.  

Even with similarities in their core — like the importance of shot location 
— each model has some variations to their methods.  

McCurdy also includes “contextual factors that are meant to proxy for 
pre-shot movement and how much congestion is between the shooter 
and the net, like skater numbers and if the shot is a rebound shot or on 
the rush.” For rush shots, he defines it as a shot no further than 25 feet 
from the goal line that was preceded by a play-by-play event in a different 
zone within four seconds.   

“Shot type and location are the key pieces,” Timmins said. But 
NaturalStatTrick also checks for shooter offhand. What also sets his work 
apart is using average opposition shift length.  

Where else do these models differ?  

McCurdy’s handling of shot locations is the most “unusual” thing about 
his model. Inspired by work by Michael Schuckers, McCurdy then added 
his own visual spin of using hexagons.  

“I use a ‘fabric’ of hexagons which cover the offensive zone, one fabric 
for every shot type (slapshot, wrist shot, tip/deflection, and backhand). 
The likelihood of scoring from different spots depends a surprising 
amount (to me) on the shot type, and so using different geometric terms 
for each type has made my model a lot better,” McCurdy said.  

What don’t these models include? 

Some exclusions, like those of Tanner’s model at MoneyPuck deal with 
rink bias in the league’s data, or their recording of shots. He cited bias in 
recording shots from behind the net and or specific arenas where shots 
are routinely recorded closer – or farther – from the net than actual 
location. 

“Shots from behind the net are often not recorded unless they end up 
being a goal. So if you look at historical data, it looks like if you take a 
shot from behind the net you have (less than a) 10 percent chance of 
scoring. That’s obviously not true, so we just default all behind the net 
shots to a one percent chance,” Tanner said citing his talk on this at the 
2017 Vancouver Hockey Analytics Conference.  

For McCurdy, it’s about eliminating “human performance” from the model 
itself.  

“I don’t include the identity of the person shooting or the person trying to 
stop the puck because I want to use the comparison of the actual goal 
results and the expected goal results to evaluate the shooters and the 
goalies,” he explained.  

Similarly, for Younggren, a key exclusion was shooting talent. Luke and 
Josh researched the area to develop ‘shooting talent’ features, but 
ultimately it was not deemed “impactful” by the (xGBoost) model they 
use.  

“We likely could’ve forced it in in some way, but our research seemed to 
support that shooting talent isn’t quite as simple as it might sound,” 
Younggren added.  

Timmins also noted the complicated process of adding in shooting talent 
but plans to circle back.  

McCurdy does show shooting talent, but deliberately after the xG value is 
calculated. He thinks of shooting challenge expected goals as separate 
questions, but is measured in the same units so he can figure out what 
the chances of a shot becoming a goal are then what the goal chance is. 

With this setup, he can explain it as “[a specific player] scored five goals 
on shots that an average shooter would only have scored 2.5 goals on, 
he’s had a good couple of games.” 

On HockeyViz, this is something subscribers can explore themselves 
through a hexagonal interactive visual.  

What’s next 

Each model builder keeps tabs on their efficiency — generally analyzing, 
and fine-tuning it, in the offseason.  

For Younggren, adjusting is “a matter of re-training” the model. But they 
plan to do a re-design of the framework sometime before next season 
begins.  

The key to major changes, though, would be an expansion of the 
available data.  

Tracking data, Tanner says, would be “awesome” to have — even if only 
puck location data to help better identify certain shot types, from one-
timers to those off the rush.  

Younggren would want to see where a shot was blocked versus the 
current recording of where the shot was taken that was ultimately 
blocked. That’s something Timmins wants to see as well, along with 
more on pre-shot movement and screens in front of the net.  

Goalie positioning could also “help us better categorize shots on net,” 
Younggren said. “Right now, things get a little weird when the goalie is 
out of position, a shot is taken on a wide open net, and the model says ‘I 
think that shot has an 8-percent likelihood of becoming a goal.’” 

McCurdy would want to add post-shot puck location — to expand the 
current “two true outcomes” available (a shooter or a goaltender winning 
the duel).  

“I would like to look at a range of outcomes, though, where I could break 
out ‘goal’ but also ‘puck frozen by goalie/puck out of play/puck into 
corner/safe rebound/dodgy rebound/dangerous rebound’ or some other 
such categorization,” McCurdy said 

Takeaways 

What does the public generally get wrong about expected goals and what 
in essence are these models doing? 

“I think the most common thing to get wrong is just what a ‘good’ xG 
value is on a single shot,” Timmins said. “It’s way lower than people 
expect because even the best chances end up with a save more often 
than they end up in the back of the net.” 

Similarly, Tanner noted that some may feel that the ‘eye test’ gives more 
accurate probabilities than models on some individual shots, which 
lessens the value of the data. But as he explained, “these models are 
designed to work on average.” 

So, what should we take away from what expected goal models try to 
do? 

In the simplest of terms, Younggren says, “All fans know that not all shots 
are of equal value. My model just tries to give a value to every shot of its 
chance of being a goal against an average goalie.” 

Or, as McCurdy put it, “When you see a play develop and you get excited 
(or afraid) that it’s gonna turn into a goal, I want to quantify that feeling.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Slumping Oilers need more from guys not named 
McDavid, Draisaitl 
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EDMONTON — It is the Homestand from Hell. But it is telling us 
everything we need to know — or perhaps feared — about these 
Edmonton Oilers. 

Three straight losses at home (four overall), with Carolina and Toronto up 
next for the suddenly impotent Oilers, a team that has scored just four 
times in the opening three games of this homestand — only one coming 
at even strength. 

Are they playing well? They’re playing OK. 

“There are parts of our game that are in place, how we want to play, but 
you have to give a little more,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “There has 
to be more second effort there, more finish there. You have to find a way 
to win.” 

To our eye, and those of a prominent scout who attended Thursday’s 
game, Connor McDavid looks whipped. He played another 26:47 in this 
3-2 loss to the Boston Bruins, and didn’t have a shot on goal through 40 
minutes. McDavid closed the night with a pair of power-play assists and 
four shots on goal. 

Leon Draisaitl wired home two on the power play, but he also looked tired 
on a night where he played 26:35. 

The two lead all NHL forwards in ice time — Draisaitl averages 22:59 per 
game, McDavid 22:32 — and carrying this team is already taking its toll, 
just 25 games in. 

Tippett leans hard on his two stars, both on a power play that plays about 
1:45 of every opportunity, and at even strength as well. There is no 
second unit here, which is becoming an issue. 

“Well, each game is different. It depends on how many power plays are 
involved — that’s what drives the minutes up more than anything,” 
Tippett said. “I don’t mind where our forward lines are right now. That 
being said, when you’re chasing the game, if they’re sitting there rested, 
you probably put them on the ice.” 

It’s a vicious cycle, isn’t it? 

There simply isn’t enough support among this forward group underneath 
the two superstars. So when they tire, and the Oilers trail the way they 
have of late, the coach goes to the whip on Draisaitl and McDavid — 
because they represent his best chance to win, by a large margin. 

That causes McDavid and Draisaitl to tire, they get less productive, and 
the Oilers continue to trail in games. So McDavid and Draisaitl play 
more… 

“I think the last two games probably could have gone either way,” 
Draisaitl said of losses to Minnesota (4-1) and now Boston. “I thought we 
were the better team tonight, but that’s the NHL. We’ve won games too 
where we got outplayed. We just have to find a way to keep that last one 
out of the net and take it into overtime and give ourselves a chance.” 

Zack Kassian continues to check in with a crippling defensive miscue 
every second night, this time missing his check that began the sequence 
that ended in Matt Grzelcyk's game-winner with less than three minutes 
left. He is the epitome of what ails this team: a third-line player whose 
contributions are more negative than positive on most nights. 

The Oilers haven’t had a goal from their third or fourth line in nine games. 
Nine games! 

You want to talk about this team’s playoff hopes? Until that gets solved, 
there are no lengthy playoff runs in this club’s future. 

“There are some plays that need to get made out there,” Tippett said. 
“Some difference-maker plays that aren’t getting made right now. All 
through our lineup. You get an opportunity for a shot? Shoot it wide or 
shoot it in the net. 

“We need more in the net than wide.” 

The old cliché states that you always win a couple of games you don’t 
deserve to at the end of a hot streak, and lose a couple you deserve to 
win at the end of a slump. 

Is that the case here? Maybe. 

The Oilers ran their losing streak to four while outshooting the Bruins 43-
30, directing 77 shots at goalie Linus Ullmark to the Bruins’ 47 at Stuart 
Skinner. There is no doubt Edmonton can not buy a break or find a lucky 
goal. But doesn’t every losing team sing the same sad song? 

“Sometimes you get a lucky one, sometimes you get a real nice one and 
everything in between,” said McDavid. “Obviously we need to find a way 
to produce at five-on-five. We just need to keep painting the right picture, 
doing the right things, getting pucks to the net, bringing bodies to the net 
and banging in an ugly one. 

“When you are slumping you just need to find a way to get it done and 
get a win any way you can and go from there.” 

All that is true. 

But so is this: There is no cavalry in Edmonton. This team is waiting 
around for their two superstars to dig them out of this slump. Other than a 
nice game by Warren Foegele, there is no virtually no offensive threat 
that does not begin with or involve Nos. 29 and 97. 

It’s still a two-man team, and the two men can not continue to lead the 
NHL in ice time, playing 26 minutes per night, and continue to function at 
their best. 

“You have to find a way to win,” said Tippett. 

His boss, GM Ken Holland, has to find more players who can help 
McDavid and Draisaitl find a way to win. 

Because right now, it’s all on them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL takes first meaningful steps towards necessary 
culture shift 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

December 9, 2021, 9:57 PM 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla.— It’s a glimmer of hope -- and perhaps it’s only that 
for the time being -- that on the same day controlling interest of an NHL 
team was officially sold for close to a billion dollars the most prevalent 
topics discussed by the league’s Board of Governors during its three-
hour meeting were improving the sport’s culture and paving the way for 
more diversity. 

Gary Bettman and Bill Daly, who typically dominate post-meeting media 
availability, instead spent close to 40 minutes listening to senior 
executive vice president of social impact, growth initiative, and legislative 
affairs Kim Davis give a top-down summary of her extensive plan, which 
in Bettman’s words was “unanimously endorsed” by the governors. They 
sat and nodded their heads as Davis fielded the bulk of questions asked 
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by reporters in attendance, and they only briefly touched on the other 
topics covered in the meeting. 

Bettman answered one question about the sale of majority shares in the 
Pittsburgh Penguins to Fenway Sports Group. Daly said the big 
takeaway on another topic discussed -- COVID-19 -- is that the vaccines, 
which all but one of the league’s players have taken, have been effective 
in curbing how sick people get from the disease. 

But the commissioner and his deputy deferred answering all questions on 
Olympic participation, Wednesday night’s breaking news on the Arizona 
Coyotes failing to pay their taxes on time and risking being locked out of 
their own arena, and on any other subject until after Friday morning’s 
meeting has concluded. 

“Tomorrow,” Bettman said, and repeated, when he was asked about 
anything other Davis’s presentation, and that felt appropriate. That the 
NHL’s senior leadership realized no other subject should distract from 
this all-important initiative was a small step in the right direction. 

There are many other more significant ones that must be taken for 
meaningful change to occur, which Davis acknowledged when she was 
asked when tangible progress might be expected. 

She knows, as we all do, that this cultural shift will take time; that change 
is rarely linear. 

“Practising in this space for over 40 years, I can tell you that change 
efforts are never-ending because the world is constantly changing,” 
Davis said, “so what we have to do is be prepared to constantly iterate, to 
constantly pivot, to operate in ambiguity and to, despite what’s 
happening, continue to move forward.” 

“I think that the most important part of this is being realistic about the 
efforts that are necessary to make the change, and to ensure that those 
efforts aren’t performative,” she added. “I think that’s what I and my team 
have been most focused on, in the midst of everything that’s going on, is 
to be able to say, ‘We can’t go back, but what can we do going forward to 
ensure that these kinds of things don’t happen and that we create the 
kind of practices and kind of culture within the organization that helps us 
do that?’” 

These are questions the NHL should’ve been asking itself long before 
now. 

But better now than never. 

The NHL can’t go back and change Akim Aliu being subject to the 
bullying and racist taunts of former coach Bill Peters, and it can’t undo 
the damage done to Kyle Beach by Brad Aldrich and the devastation 
caused by the Chicago Blackhawks’ negligence in quietly dismissing 
Aldrich and allowing him to move along with his career elsewhere and 
commit the same crimes. But it can create and mandate updated 
behavioral training for every owner, general manager, coach, trainer, and 
player in the league. 

The NHL can’t take back statements recently made about not needing to 
engage with former abused player Sheldon Kennedy on best practices to 
encourage victims of abuse to report issues to the league and feel as 
though coming forward will lead to significant action, and it can’t 
completely undo the way executives have all but ignored hiring people of 
diverse backgrounds. But it can partner with Kennedy’s anti-harassment 
organization Respect Group and industry leader in connecting with and 
recruiting talent from diverse communities Jopwell. 

There should be some hope gleaned from the league finally taking these 
initiatives. 

Davis said she believes they will be fundamental to the progress the NHL 
hopes to make to ensure hockey is “safe, inclusive and respectful, both 
on and off the ice,” and “in all workplaces.” 

She referenced the “hockey ecosystem” several times and expressed the 
world’s top league would be joined by the NHLPA, the AHL, the ECHL, 
the CHL, the USHL, College Hockey, Hockey Canada, USA Hockey, the 

PHF, the PWHPA and the NHL’s Coaches’ Association in signing the 
Respect Hockey Charter and making the commitment to environments 
that are safe, inclusive and respectful. 

We asked Davis how soon NHL personnel would receive mandatory 
training Respect Group was offering on preventing bullying, 
discrimination, harassment, sexual abuse, substance abuse, suicide and 
violence, and she responded that the curriculum would be in place by 
March of 2022 and completed by all parties by the end of the hockey 
season. 

Then the plan would be to have that training—along with other 
resources—available to all other leagues and at lower levels of hockey to 
create a baseline that enables the other elements (reporting, counseling 
and accountability) of the respect initiative to be properly executed. 

In addition to the NHL’s reporting service, which is administered by 
Deloitte, the league pledged to financially support establishing an 
independent hotline “to enable stakeholders throughout the broader 
hockey ecosystem to report misconduct and abuse to an independent 
third party.” 

Regarding counseling, the league expressed its commitment to “support 
hockey outside the NHL, including governing bodies at all levels of the 
game in North America, by collating and disseminating information on 
credible support services.” 

And lastly, over the next year, the NHL will organize a “Respect Hockey 
Summit” to discuss “workplace culture challenges and best practices” 
with the leaders of organizations in the various other leagues and 
associations. 

That can’t be where the action ends, but this feels like a good start. 

Making sure the first in-person Board of Governors meeting in two years 
was dominated by the subject was part of that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'This is now Rutherford's team': New Canucks prez has full 
control 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 9, 2021, 6:33 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- There are two vitally important things to know about Jim 
Rutherford: he manages up but demands autonomy, and he wants to win 
now. 

Just four days after firing general manager Jim Benning, Vancouver 
Canucks owner and chairman Francesco Aquilini announced Thursday 
that the 72-year-old Rutherford is the National Hockey League team’s 
new president of hockey operations. 

Rutherford also has the title of interim general manager -- ending the 
Stan Smyl GM era in Vancouver at a perfect 2-0 -- and he will oversee 
the search for a more permanent replacement for Benning to work under 
the new president. 

He was hired after meeting Aquilini at Rutherford’s home in Raleigh, 
N.C., and agreed to a three-year contract to build upon the Canucks’ 
excellent young core pieces and steer the franchise back to the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

Rutherford already has a new coach in 66-year-old Bruce Boudreau, who 
replaced Travis Green on Monday and has, at least for now, re-energized 
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a team that won only eight of its first 25 games, sparking Aquilini’s 
intervention and the most eventful week of operational changes for the 
Canucks this century. 

The addition of Rutherford, one of the most successful and respected 
NHL managers of his era, a three-time Stanley Cup winner who is 
already in the Hockey Hall of Fame as a builder, further fuels momentum 
for an organization that has gone from zero-to-100 in a hurry. 

Game 3 of this brave new world for the Canucks is Friday night against 
the Winnipeg Jets, but in these formative days it looks like the positive, 
experienced, gregarious Boudreau is exactly the coach the Canucks 
needed after their shockingly bad first quarter. 

It will take far more than a few days to know if Rutherford is also the right 
choice, but he is an eye-catching one. 

He resigned as the Pittsburgh Penguins’ general manager in January, 
four years after orchestrating consecutive Stanley Cup victories, for what 
was characterized then as “personal reasons.” But those reasons partly 
had to do with autonomy and what Rutherford felt was the growing 
encroachment by those above him into hockey operations. 

He needed autonomy more than he needed the money, so Rutherford 
abruptly walked away. 

Whatever the Aquilini family is paying him now, Rutherford wouldn’t be 
coming to Canucks without the owners’ promise of autonomy and full 
authority on hockey matters. 

It doesn’t mean that Rutherford won’t be in frequent contact with 
Francesco Aquilini -- part of what gave Rutherford an advantage in 
Pittsburgh over his predecessor, Ray Shero, was his ability to manage up 
-- but the new president won’t need permission to make a trade. 

And Rutherford is likely to make more than one. 

One aspect of the new president that became clear Thursday when 
Sportsnet canvassed senior executives from other NHL organizations is 
that Rutherford is aggressive by managerial nature and fiercely driven to 
win. 

This would be the case even if he were not 72 years old and working on 
a three-year contract. 

That aggressiveness paid off in Pittsburgh, where his bold moves 
included surrendering the equivalent of two first-round picks in 2015 to 
acquire Phil Kessel from the Toronto Maple Leafs at a time when both 
the player’s salary and reputation were semi-toxic. Two straight Stanley 
Cups followed. 

But Rutherford also traded Patric Hornqvist for Mike Matheson and 
signed Jack Johnson to a five-year contract that was bought out after two 
seasons. And in the Penguins’ last seven entry drafts, the GM left his 
scouting department with just one first-round selection. In last summer’s 
draft, after Rutherford left, the Penguins had one pick among the first 153 
players. 

Rutherford regularly sacrificed picks to add players to push for 
championships while the Penguins still had Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin and Kris Letang in or near their prime years. 

The fundamental difference in Vancouver is that the players regarded as 
foundational are mostly in their early 20s. Elias Pettersson is 23, Quinn 
Hughes is 22. Bo Horvat and Thatcher Demko are 26. This core is not 
aging out for a while, but that doesn’t mean Rutherford won’t still be 
aggressive. 

A rebuild, or even a re-set that requires a couple of steps back to fix the 
Canucks’ problems on defence, probably aren’t appealing options for 
Rutherford. 

“I’ll be shocked if Jim’s not aggressive,” one NHL source said. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

It shouldn’t be understated how important it is for the Canucks to re-
establish a president of hockey operations, a role that has been vacant 
since Trevor Linden was pushed out of that position in 2018. 

There needs to be a buffer between ownership and the general manager, 
whose job is difficult and complicated enough without needing to keep 
the chairman apprised daily of hockey operations. 

The president should do that. Given his experience and contacts, 
Rutherford will know exactly what he is getting into in Vancouver. The 
Canucks belong to the Aquilinis, but this is now Rutherford’s team. 

Buckle up. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing Toronto's team defence and how much they rely 
on goaltending 

 

Staff Report 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have found their footing after a tough start to 
the 2021-22 season. After going 7-2-1 in their past 10, they’ve moved up 
to second in the Atlantic Division, with a matching 38 points to the 
leading Florida Panthers, who have played two fewer games. 

Throughout their struggles, Toronto was still generating offence -- they 
just weren’t finishing. And now, even down Mitch Marner for the time-
being, there’s still confidence in what they can create. 

It’s at the other end of the ice where there are some questions. Jack 
Campbell has been a huge difference maker in net, but is it because this 
team is relying on him more? Is this iteration of the Maple Leafs better or 
worse defensively than last year? 

Let’s take a look. 

While we could start diving into the penalty kill to talk defence, our focus 
is going to be at 5-on-5, where the majority of the game is played. 

It starts at the blue line. Toronto sees a rate of 36.8 entry attempts 
against per 60 minutes of play, which is the lowest in the league. They 
also deny a high rate of those entries into their defensive zone; their 
denial rate of 48 per cent ranks 11th. 

Once in the defensive end, the Leafs are allowing a somewhat high rate 
of shot attempts against; the 60.1 per 60 they concede is 23rd in the 
league, and approximately 52 per cent of those reach the net. 

But what about the quality of those shots? About 34 per cent of the shots 
against Toronto are taken from the slot. They allow a rate of 20.5 
attempts against from that area of the ice, which puts them in the bottom 
half of the league at 17th. 

Aside from location, there’s pre-shot movement to consider as well. 
Toronto allows quite a few scoring chances generated on the rush -- 
about 6.65 of the rush attempts per 60 are allowed in the slot. The key is, 
they don’t allow many goals on those attempts. That, obviously, is one 
area that shows a reliance on goaltending. 

Besides rushes, another way to look at pre-shot moving is with passing. 
The 2021-22 Maple Leafs limit passes against pretty well; their rate of 
offensive zone pass attempts is actually the second-lowest in the league. 
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And they’re an above average team at limiting their opponents from 
quality passes in terms of set ups for slot attempts. 

Based on those ‘quality’ factors, the Leafs are expected to allow goals 
against at a rate of 2.47 per 60 minutes. 

How does that stack up to last year? 

Similarly, opponents didn’t attempt to enter Toronto's zone at as high of a 
rate as other teams in the league. That they don’t allow other teams as 
many opportunities to even try to cross the blue line as often can be a 
nod to how well the Leafs possess the puck at 5-on-5. Their zone entry 
denial rate of 48.1 per cent almost matches this season’s mark. 

Within the defensive zone, the 2020-21 Maple Leafs were a better team 
at limiting shots against. Their rate of attempts against ranked higher at 
10th (compared to 23rd this year), as they allowed close to six attempts 
fewer per 60 minutes. 

One notable difference is in how they limited rush chances against last 
year; the 5.54 slot attempts per 60 they allowed on the rush was the 
sixth-lowest in the league. They also worked to close passing lanes, as 
they saw the fifth-lowest pass attempts against in the defensive zone. 
When Toronto did allow opportunities last season, however, like east-
west passes, they were often successful. But the Leafs worked to keep 
opponents from moving the puck to the slot as they faced the third-lowest 
rate of pass attempts to that area of the ice in 2020-21. 

All together, that contributed to 2.19 expected goals against per 60 -- the 
sixth-best rate in the league last season. 

Something both last year’s team and this year’s share in common, 
though, is their ability to get out of danger. Both iterations of the Maple 
Leafs have thrived at bringing the puck out of the defensive end with 
control. As important as it is to protect the quality areas of the ice, it’s 
also essential to be able to transition back to offence and move the puck 
up the ice. Few teams carry the puck out at such a high rate. That’s the 
transitional play these Leafs teams have relied on, versus dump outs. 

Still, it’s clear one version of this team has leaned on their goaltender 
more than the other. But this year, Toronto's stability in net from starter 
Jack Campbell has allowed them to do that. 

In 22 games last season, Campbell saved 4.3 more goals than expected 
on the shot attempts he faced at 5-on-5. To balance out that workload 
and weigh his ice time, it rated out to .25 per 60. Frederik Andersen, in 
the 24 games he played last season with the Leafs, saved .14 more 
goals than expected per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. 

This season, based on the workload he’s faced in 21 games, Campbell 
has saved 10.5 more goals than expected. While he has a starting role to 
open the year this time, his minutes played at 5-on-5 are still less than 
last year’s total. When accounting for those times, it breaks down to .63 
more goals saved above expected per 60. That shows both how stellar 
Campbell has been, and how much the team has relied on his play 
between the pipes. 

Some of the changes in Toronto’s defensive game can be attributed to 
slow starts from their defenders. One of those players who has played 
quite well to open the season is Rasmus Sandin, and the team will be 
without him for a few weeks. That gives this squad a challenge to step up 
their play in their own zone without a player who has been a positive 
influence. 

With Toronto's offence clicking and Campbell playing at such a high 
level, the Maple Leafs had room to take that step back defensively 
compared to last year. But to build on years past and take a legitimate 
step forward -- notably in the playoffs -- it’s an area with room for 
improvement. 
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USA TODAY / TSN.CA / Flames facing test with first losing streak of 
season, but little reason for fans to be concerned 

 

Salim Valji 

 

A game of inches has led to the Calgary Flames first dose of adversity 
this season. 

On Thursday evening at the Scotiabank Saddledome, the Pacific Division 
leaders had four chances to take the lead over the Carolina Hurricanes 
with the game tied. In each one of those scoring opportunities, the puck 
came within an inch or two of crossing the goal line but was cleared out 
by a ‘Canes defender.  

The game ultimately went to overtime and forward Sebastian Aho’s end-
to-end rush in three-on-three gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 victory, sending 
the Saddledome fans home unhappy and the Flames to their first real 
losing skid of the season. 

“There were two or three [chances] I look back on and you’re not sure if 
they’re in or not,” Flames head coach Darryl Sutter said. 

“He came in with a lot of speed, I think [Elias Lindholm] was skating from 
the bench and I came really fast and wanted to have momentum with me 
if he was gonna drag him across to the side,” Flames goalie Jacob 
Markstrom said, describing the game-winning goal.  

Calgary outshot the Hurricanes and, according to Natural Stat Trick, had 
more high-danger scoring chances. Still, the Flames’ inability to finish 
played a big part in the night’s defeat. The power play was a particular 
sore spot. It went 0 for 5 and had trouble penetrating the Hurricanes zone 
all evening. 

“In a game like that, you know it’s going to be tight,” blueliner Noah 
Hanifin, who had a goal and penalty shot, said.  

“When you get that many power plays, you have to capitalize. We have 
to anticipate the play a little bit better and do a better job on the 
breakouts.” 

“Our defence has to be a more active group,” Sutter said.  

“We’re almost at game thirty. It’s still a work in progress back 
there…moving pucks, shooting pucks, all those things." 

After starting off the season with 15 wins in their first 24 games, the 
Flames have now lost three straight.  

Despite that, there are few reasons for Flames fans to worry, given how 
much of the team’s early-season success seems sustainable. Their five-
on-five shooting percentage, normally an indicator of luck (or lack 
thereof), is 22nd in the league at 7.46 per cent. Ten players on the team 
have scored at least three goals, a testament to the Flames’ depth. 
Calgary’s penchant for scoring first (19 times, which leads the NHL) 
means the team can dictate the pace of play. Jacob Markstrom and Dan 
Vladar have provided the team with solid netminding more nights than 
not as the Flames lead the league in five-on-five save percentage 
(0.946). 

Over a third through the season, Calgary looks like a team that will play 
meaningful springtime hockey.  

Before then, however, they will have to figure out two weaknesses: three-
on-three overtime and how to win in front of their home fans. The Flames 
have just one win in seven games in the extra session, and their points 
percentage at home (0.600) is 20th in the league. 

“We don’t have that guy that’s going to go coast to coast,” Sutter said, 
about the Flames’ struggles in the extra session. 

“We have to hang on to the puck instead of forcing the play.” 
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“Score before they score,” Markstrom added. 

“I think that’s huge…especially at home. Our record is not good at home 
and not where we want it to be. I know that’s on us players. The fans, 
they show up and get us going every night. We need to improve our 
home record. There’s nothing more fun than to win at home in front of our 
fans and family and friends. 

“We didn’t get two points, so it wasn’t good. Now we haven’t gotten two 
points three games in a row." 
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TSN.CA / EA Sports to add women's national teams to NHL video game 
series 

 

Analis Bailey 

USA TODAY 

 

Big changes are coming to EA Sports in the new year, including women's 
teams in its NHL series. 

EA Sports will make International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) women's 
national teams and the IIHF Ice Hockey Women's World Championship 
available for the first time, starting in January 2022. 

In efforts to "celebrate women's hockey from across the globe," EA 
Sports will add the women's teams to NHL 22, "along with the Women's 
World Championships authentic tournament structure and visuals," the 
video game developer announced Thursday.  

Other additions to NHL 22 include IIHF Men's and World Juniors teams, 
updates to Play Now roster and federations, logos, and uniforms will be 
available in Ultimate Team and World of Chel. 

“The introduction of women’s national teams to NHL 22 as part of the 
upcoming IIHF content will be an important moment for the franchise in 
its continued effort to reflect the diversity of the hockey community,” said 
Sean Ramjagsingh, the vice president and general manger of EA Sports 
NHL. “We are proud to feature playable women’s teams for the first time 
in NHL 22, alongside the rising stars on the World Juniors teams.” 

Canadian hockey star and three-time Olympian Marie-Philip Poulin took 
to social media to say she's excited about being able to represent her 
country within the game. 
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USA TODAY / How COVID-19 is affecting NHL teams and the 2022 
Winter Olympics 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

USA TODAY 

 

Entering the 2021-22 NHL season, the vaccination rate among players 
against COVID-19 was close to 100%. 

And now, nearly two months into the season, there is only one 
unvaccinated player — the Red Wings' Tyler Bertuzzi, who is currently on 
NHL's COVID-19 protocols list.  

The pandemic has not wreaked havoc on the schedule, with no more 
than a handful of postponements and rearrangements.   

But players continue to test positive for the coronavirus, as dozens 
across the league have landed on the NHL's COVID-19 protocols list.  

And with one player already opting out of the 2022 Winter Olympics over 
COVID-19 concerns, the pandemic's effect on the sport isn't going away 
anytime soon. 

Here is what we know about the NHL's battle against the disease.  

Holiday parties canceled 

The league issued a memorandum on Nov. 29 encouraging all 32 teams 
to cancel upcoming club-organized holiday parties and to refrain from 
participating in public autograph sessions, charity events and speaking 
engagements.  

"Players and staff are reminded to limit the amount of exposure they 
have to large groups over the holidays, including large family gatherings, 
in order to reduce the risk of introducing infection into their team," the 
letter read.  

The league said its analysis of the outbreaks on multiple teams have not 
been from a single source. 

"They have been through multiple sources, via community spread, at the 
same time -- often with subsequent transmission through the team," the 
NHL said.  

Islanders, Senators have had games postponed 

The first time a major sports league in North America postponed games 
due to a coronavirus outbreak this fall was when the NHL rescheduled 
three Ottawa Senators games on Nov. 15. Nearly 40% of the team 
wound up on the league's COVID-19 list, despite having a 100% 
vaccination rate.  

Less than two weeks later, the New York Islanders saw a gradual 
increase of players land in protocol and had two games pushed back, 
and the team struggled with their reinforcements from the American 
Hockey League.  

Other teams, such as the Pittsburgh Penguins, the San Jose Sharks, the 
Seattle Kraken -- before the organization even debuted --  and the 
Washington Capitals, have experienced clusters of cases without having 
to miss games.  

The NHL  

Published a 27-page memo detailing the COVID-19 protocol for the 
upcoming season on Sept. 2. In it, the league recommended all 
personnel become fully vaccinated, as the new rules were adopted in 
recognition of the widespread availability of the vaccine.   

In general, COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective, but they’re not 100% 
effective in preventing sickness. Vaccinated people who have 
breakthrough infections are much less likely to get severely sick or die. 
That means a small percentage of people who are fully vaccinated can 
still contract COVID-19 if exposed to the virus that causes it, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

The league suspended the Sharks' Evander Kane for 21 games for 
allegedly using a fake vaccination card. Sharks assistant general 
manager Joe Will has said Kane is now fully vaccinated. The Sharks 
waived him and Kane reported to the team's AHL affiliate.    

How often are players tested?  

Players are still missing games because even vaccinated ones must test 
every 72 hours (for unvaccinated individuals, testing is done every day).  
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Restrictions regarding social gatherings and facial coverings were also 
much stricter for unvaccinated players compared to vaccinated ones.  

What about booster shots?  

A third (or for those who initially received a Johnson & Johnson dose, a 
second) shot known as a "booster" shot has been recommended by the 
CDC -- six months after their initial Pfizer or Moderna series or two 
months after their initial J&J vaccine.  

The league was not tracking booster shots in its original count of 
determining vaccinated players.  

According to TSN's Darren Dreger on Nov. 24, "NHL sent a Covid19 
letter to all clubs acknowledging vaccination booster shots remain a 
players choice. ... Booster is personal choice unless government 
restrictions change." 

NHL games in Canada 

Unvaccinated players will no longer be able to play in Canada as of 
Jan.15, per new federal guidelines from the country. Bertuzzistayed 
home from three early season games in Canada. Previous restrictions 
required a 14-day quarantine for unvaccinated players. 

How will coronavirus pandemic affect NHL players at the Beijing 
Olympics?  

NHL players are returning to the Olympics this season after not attending 
the 2018 Pyeongchang Games. 

The NHL schedule has a three-week hiatus (Feb. 3 through Feb. 22) built 
into it so players can participate for their countries in the 2022 Winter 
Games. 

The NHL can back out from sending its players to the Games by Jan. 10 
without incurring a financial penalty.  

Players will have to test negative twice at least 24 hours apart before 
arriving in Beijing in early February; one of those tests must take place 
within 72 hours of departure.  

Athletes will be tested daily, and any who violate rules could face 
punishments that include exclusion from events.  

But as Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner alluded to, 
players will essentially be in a bubble during the Olympics. Athletes who 
test positive will be temporarily removed from competition. For those who 
are symptomatic, time spent in isolation at the hospital will be determined 
by Chinese health authorities, while asymptomatic athletes can be let go 
after two consecutive negative COVID-19 tests. 

Lehner, from Sweden, is opting out of the Olympics because he does not 
want to take that risk. Will others?  
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