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Late nights, long hours worth it for Sebastian Aho and his proud father, Harri 

By Chip Alexander 

Harri Aho says he never misses seeing his son, Sebastian, 
play for the Carolina Hurricanes, watching each game live in 
Finland. 

For Harri, that means a lot of being awake in the wee hours, 
and a lot of missed sleep. But, whether Sebastian plays well 
or not, Harri wants to see it, not catch up on it later on replay. 

In Sebastian’s case, it has mostly been good. 

It was more than good Thursday: He had both goals for the 
Canes in a 2-1 road win over the Calgary Flames, including 
the overtime winner. 

Aho’s timely production 

Sebastian took a short pass from goalie Frederik Andersen 
in the Canes zone, turned up ice and never stopped. The 
center zipped up the left wing, leaving the Flames’ Elias 
Lindholm chasing, and beat goalie Jacob Markstrom with a 
shot and then quick follow over Markstrom’s pad to give the 
Canes (18-6-1) the two points. 

“Sometimes, the best player just has to take over,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Sebastian did that, scoring his 13th goal of the season. His 
12th, in the first period, came when he outworked 
defenseman Rasmus Andersson behind the Calgary net, 
centered a pass, then slipped in front of the crease to 
redirect a Jaccob Slavin pass past Markstrom. 

“Sebastian has been always very competitive, and that is 
natural for him,” Harri said via email. “He has not been the 
biggest player and that’s why he has found different ways to 
compete and win. 

“It has been remarkable to see that he can be at his best 
when it really counts.” 

Chip off the ol’ block 

That’s not just a proud poppa talking. Harri is a hockey man. 
He has been general manager of the Karpat team in Oulu, 
Finland, and played in the Finnish pro leagues until retiring in 
2001-2002. 

Harri analyzes all of his son’s games and offers the wise 
advice of a father, but also as a confidante and, if need be, 
critic. 

Asked about Sebastian’s development the past few seasons, 
Harri wrote: “His game has improved (the) past years as a 
center especially in face-offs. Reliable two-way game has 

always been there, but I think he has been stronger in battles 
last year and this season.” 

Sebastian does not back off along the boards or in the 
corners. Listed at 6 feet and 176 pounds, the 24-year-old 
forward can show surprising strength despite his lack of size 
and has those quick hands and instincts. And that 
competitiveness. 

The Canes needed it Thursday. 

“That’s your best player,” Brind’Amour said. “We rely on him 
to do a lot of things and he came through for us when I think 
a lot of guys were just having off nights.” 

Father knows best 

Sebastian can be better. He knows it and his father knows it. 

“He can still improve his production in offense and can be 
better physically,” Harri wrote. “He is still a young player. He 
can work on his shot as well.” 

Sebastian’s shot seems, well, pretty good. He has converted 
16.3 percent of his 80 shots. And Harri was right about his 
son’s faceoff improvement — Sebastian has won almost 54 
percent of his draws this season, the best of his six-year 
career. 

And about that point production: Sebastian has 29 points in 
26 games and has had multi-point games the past four 
games (three goals, six assists). His game-winning goal 
Thursday was his first this season, and the 28th of his 
career. 

It will be a full season for Sebastian. If the 2022 Winter 
Olympics are held in Beijing — and if the NHL releases its 
players to participate — he will be there. Aho has been 
named to Finland’s Olympic team, and wants to compete for 
a gold medal. He also wants to be on a Stanley Cup winner. 

For now, he will do what he does best. While many of his 
teammates are loud and playful in the hallway outside the 
locker room before a game, No. 20 will be the guy with his 
head down and game face on, leading them out on the ice. 

Up next: Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers. For 
Aho, another chance to shine, a chance to match up with the 
best. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Edmonton Oilers 

When: Saturday, 10 p.m. 

Where: Rogers Place, Edmonton, AB 

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM
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Mailbag: Nine On The Tenth 

Questions from the Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

EDMONTON, AB. - Be honest, did you make it until the end 
of the game last night? 

If no, why not? 

If yes, are you excited about doing the same on back-to-back 
nights this weekend? And how tired are you today? 

I only kid at the crowd who did not, but wow, did Sebastian 
Aho ever make it worth it for those who did. 

The train keeps rolling with two more games in the 
immediate future against two teams with some serious juice. 
Edmonton's stars need no introduction and the shakeup in 
Vancouver has woken up that team. A well-deserved rest 
day for the guys allows us to tackle our weekly mailbag, so 
as the song goes, let's get down, let's get down to business. 

Are you surprised by the complimentary statements about 
the Canes from the Canadian coaches? - @GoldenCaniac 

I'll be honest, yes. 

For those who have not seen, feel free to watch Flames 
Head Coach Darryl Sutter's post-game availability here. 

Being called a serious Stanley Cup contender by coach like 
Sutter, who is not going to provide lip service like that just for 
the sake of it, is quite the compliment indeed. Plus, it's not as 
if he's a coach who is just speaking blindly, he's won the 
ultimate prize twice in his coaching career. 

It would have been really easy for him to say that his team 
just didn't get the breaks last night. Had it not been for Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Aho and the posts on each side 
of Frederik Andersen, the Flames may not have only been in 
the lead, but they could've been up by a couple. Dare I say, I 
think a good amount of coaches would've just chalked up 
last night as the bounces not going their way. And they 
wouldn't be an incorrect assessment. However, that's what 
makes Sutter's comments extra special. 

Who has been the MVP of the Canes so far this season? 
And will the Canes add at the trade deadline? - 
@pdowney88 

Can I be up front with you and let you know I'm about to give 
you an indirect answer to the first half of the question? 
Awesome, thanks. 

My view when it comes to a Most Valuable Player award is if 
you took that player completely off the team, how would they 
function? 

If you took #20 off the team, the offense would be facing 
some issues, especially over the course of the last month. 
Over the last 13 games he has 17 points, far and away 
leading the club. The next closest is Nino Niederreiter with 
nine points in 12 games. Eight of those nine for Nino have 
come within the last two weeks, which could also be 
associated with him playing on a different line. Who centers 
that line? You guessed it. Aho. 

On the back end, the defense, especially over the last ten 
days, would be in much different shape without Jaccob 
Slavin. It's impossible to state how much he means. Last 
night he played over half of the game. There are so few 
players in the league that can do that. In fact, he played 
more when the Canes were shorthanded than a few forwards 
(either team) played in all situations of the 64+ minute tilt. 
He's fantastic. No other way to put it. Plus, I'm a little biased 
toward showing love for defensemen. A lot of folks get so 
caught up in looking at points as a benchmark for MVP stats. 
After all, a defenseman's number one job isn't to put up 
points. Someone might want to remind Norris Trophy voters 
of that too, but that's a whole different discussion. 

But then, of course, would the team be 18-6-1 if Frederik 
Andersen hadn't had the start to the season that he did? At 
the moment he is in the top ten in wins (13), save percentage 
(.929), goals against average (1.98). The only 
counterargument, and it's a positive one, is that Antti Raanta 
has been very good when his number has been called upon 
this year too. 

Any way you slice it, you could make an argument for any of 
the three. Great inquiry. 

Do you think Chatfield stays or goes when TDA or Pesce 
come back? - @SGybat 

I'm grateful I don't have to make that decision, I'll say that. 

Rod Brind'Amour has even said himself that both he and 
Lajoie have been "better than expected" since their recalls. 
Let's be honest, a lot of times teams just hope for a player in 
that position to come up and just be manageable, don't look 
out of place. Chatfield has exceeded that, for sure. 

Since his first game on November 30, the right-handed 
defenseman ranks in the top half of the team in time on ice, 
and that ranking (9) is only continuing to improve. He's 
second among all Carolina skaters in hits during that 
timeframe. The trust appears to be growing between he and 
Tim Gleason, and also between he and his defensive 
partner, Brady Skjei. 

The only real issue standing in his way in remaining with the 
club is the talent ahead of him. Not an ounce of his effort has 
warranted the thought, "he can't play here". 
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It remains to be seen what will happen, but it's certainly 
another exciting little wrinkle. 

How has being in this role with the Canes been? - 
@DrewResler 

If there's anyone reading this wondering why I always 
answer it, well, it's because it gives me a chance to give 
some shine to some people behind the scenes here. 

Yes, the roster is great, and that's what most people follow 
the team for. Everything is better when you're winning - but 
there is more to it than that, at least from my perspective. 
The Carolina Hurricanes are a business after all. 

There's things that go on that people don't get to see, but I 
wish they could. There's a strong desire by a lot of people to 
continuously get better every day. We hear about culture 
from the team side often and I can say that that is evident on 
the front office side as well. 

For example, how about our social team taking another step 
forward and including alt text on social pictures lately? Did 
they have to? No. Are they to enhance the experience for 
everyone? Yes. How many other teams are doing that? 

How many times do Vice Presidents of a company reach out 
directly to set up one-on-one meetings with employees to 
gather honest feedback on their time to start with a 
company? And to make sure they're good away from the rink 
too? Mike Forman has been doing that. 

Wait until you see some of the cool things being planned for 
next season. It's going to be incredible. 

Before I took the job here my boss in Portland told me it felt 
like the Hurricanes organization was rapidly rising on the 
business spectrum among all NHL teams. I wasn't aware of 
how right he was until I got here.

 

Preview: Canes at Oilers 

Carolina looks to continue perfect road trip with first half of 
back-to-back tonight in Edmonton 

By Walt Ruff 

EDMONTON, AB. - The Carolina Hurricanes continue their 
four-game trek through Canada this evening, meeting the 
Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place. 

When: Saturday, December 11, 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 18-6-1 (37 Points, T-2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 2-1 Overtime Win over the Calgary 
Flames on Thursday, December 9. 

Oilers Record: 16-9-0 (32 Points, 3rd - Pacific Division) 

Oilers Last Game: 3-2 Loss to the Boston Bruins on 
Thursday, December 9. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Getting The Offense Going: Sebastian Aho single-handedly 
got it done for the Canes Thursday night in Calgary, but he's 
likely going to need some help tonight. Why? Well, he's 
going up against the league's co-leaders in scoring, Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, who are averaging nearly two 
points each night themselves. Edmonton averages over 3.5 
goals-per-game, currently eighth in the NHL. After the 
Canes' win over the Flames, Rod Brind'Amour said it was a 

weird night where not everybody was going offensively. His 
team knows that that can't be the case again tonight. 

Another Special Team Duel: Edmonton's power play has 
been a story league-wide thus far this season. They're the 
best when it comes to the man advantage, cashing in on 
nearly one out of every three chances. It's their bread and 
butter. However, tonight they're going to go up against the 
league's second best penalty kill. Carolina has been playing 
with fire lately in terms of penalties and they know a lack of 
discipline could be costly tonight. In back-to-back games now 
they've needed crucial third period kills to either stay ahead 
or keep the game tied. 

Depth Production: As mentioned above, McDavid and 
Draisaitl need no introduction. Most are aware of the 
prowess they bring each time they touch the ice. However, 
the Edmonton offense runs through them. Thursday night 
against Boston they played on different lines, and if that's the 
case again tonight, that means there are two that pose a 
serious scoring threat as soon as they jump over the boards. 
What will the Canes do when they aren't on the ice though? 
That will be a big factor in the outcome of the game. Keep an 
eye on Jesperi Kotkaniemi's line. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Tonight is expected to be Vincent 
Trocheck's 500th NHL game. Brady Skjei's next assist will be 
his 100th in the NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight and every game on this trip. 

Featured Merchandise Item of the Game: View tonight's item 
of the game on CarolinaProShop.com here!
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Draisaitl, Oilers to host the Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Edmonton Oilers (16-9-0, third in the Pacific) 

Edmonton, Alberta; Saturday, 10 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Oilers -118, Hurricanes -
102; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Leon Draisaitl and Edmonton take on 
Carolina. Draisaitl leads the NHL with 45 points, scoring 23 
goals and recording 22 assists. 

The Oilers have gone 9-4-0 in home games. Edmonton is 
fourth in the Western Conference recording 9.6 points per 
game, averaging 3.5 goals and 6.1 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 11-3-1 on the road. Carolina is 10th in 
the NHL recording 8.8 points per game, averaging 3.2 goals 
and 5.5 assists. 

The teams meet Saturday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Draisaitl has 45 total points for the 
Oilers, 23 goals and 22 assists. Connor McDavid has six 
goals and 10 assists over the last 10 games for Edmonton. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with a plus-10 in 25 
games this season. Nino Niederreiter has 9 points over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Oilers: 5-5-0, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.7 
assists, 3.4 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
three goals per game with a .912 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging three goals, five assists, four 
penalties and 10.5 penalty minutes while allowing 2.5 goals 
per game with a .902 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Oilers: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 protocols), Jordan 
Martinook: day to day (lower body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-
19 protocols).
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About Last Night: Canes bend but don’t break, win in overtime 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Calgary Flames 2-1 in 
overtime Thursday night at the Scotiabank Saddledome in an 
evenly matched game between the two clubs. 

By Ryan Henkel  

In the first meeting in almost exactly two years between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Calgary Flames, it was the Canes 
that came out victorious in the end. 

On the surface, the 2-1 final score was exactly what you’d 
expect from two teams that were ranked first and second in 
goals allowed heading into the game, but high-danger 
chances were popping up all night. 

A perfect penalty kill, clutch saves and weaponized star 
power are just a few of the key talking points from last night. 

Penalty Killing 

I mean… what else is there to say? 

After the humongous five-minute major penalty kill in the 
third period Tuesday night against the Winnipeg Jets, the 
Canes followed it up with a perfect 5-for-5 performance on 
the kill Thursday night. In fact, the Hurricanes didn’t even 
allow a single shot on goal until the Flames’ fourth power 
play opportunity.  

Even in the most pressing times, namely the final penalty 
that was split evenly between the end of regulation and the 
beginning of overtime, Carolina’s kill did not waiver. 

“I think we’re well prepared and work really hard,” said 
Frederik Andersen after the game, on what makes the kill so 
good. “And we’re detailed. I think that’s really the major keys 
to that. Tonight was great. The other night was really good 
as well. We’re not really letting them sit up, which is great. I 
think that’s the best way to defend it, to not even give them a 
sniff in the zone. I have really big respect for the work that 
they’ve put in.” 

It’s an all hands on deck affair that has become on of the 
crucial cruxes of the team’s overall success. 

The Hurricanes are still one of the most penalized teams in 
the league (4.29 penalties taken per 60), but with the second 
best penalty kill in the league (87.6%), it seems like almost a 
trivial matter. 

Oh yeah, and they have been doing this without one of the 
league’s best defensive defensemen, Brett Pesce, who is 
now out of COVID protocol, but won’t be able to join the 
team while it’s in Canada. 

There’s nothing else you can say about this penalty kill 
except that greatness is now the expectation. 

Goal Prevention 

At five-on-five though, there was a bit more ‘bending’ to be 
done by the Hurricanes as Calgary was getting seemingly a 
bit higher danger chances when the Canes weren’t in kill 
mode.  

Especially in the third period, were tied 1-1, a couple of 
Hurricanes had to do their best goaltending impressions. 

“The guys made some great plays on those,” Andersen said. 
“It went in behind me. But that’s awesome. I’ll take the help 
sometimes. Just great plays.” 

Reminds me of Justin Faulk in his final year with Carolina 
just completely buying in for the Canes and making those big 
saves. 

But that’s what you need in this league to be successful. 
Never quitting on pucks. 

Sometimes pucks are going to squeeze through your goalies 
and it’s up to the guys on the ice to be there to help him out.  

Also, the Jaccob Slavin save was even more relieving after 
having seen two own-goals just a week ago. 

They’re Your Best Players for a Reason 

Sebastian Aho is the Carolina Hurricanes’ best player hands 
down, bar none and has been for the last five years. 

He just creates chances and has a knack for finding the soft 
spots out on the ice. 

His motor never quits, he wants to win all the time and he 
does what is needed of him in all three zones and in every 
situation.  

The goals just make it all the better. 

For his first of the night, he sets up the goal himself by 
threading a pass through traffic back to the blueline where 
Slavin collects it and then gets it back to Aho, who found the 
soft coverage, for the deflection in. All while he is battling off 
a defender draped all over him. 

And then on the game winner, he just simply blows past 
Elias Lindholm and takes it to the net. What was even more 
impressive is that he loses the puck after his hip is nudged 
from behind, but he is able to relocate it on Jacob 
Markstrom’s pad and get his stick on it, all in a split-second.  

Elite, elite level talent. 

“That’s your best player,” said Rod Brind’Amour on Aho after 
the game. “We rely on him to do a lot of things, and he came 
through for us tonight when I think a lot of guys were just 
having off nights. It was just hard to get anything kind of 
generated. Sometimes that’s what happens. Sometimes the 
best player just has to take over.” 
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Jaccob Slavin was also on one last night, just two seconds 
shy of playing half the entire game.  

It was his first game of the season playing above 30 minutes 
and fifth time logging over 27 minutes in a game, and if you 
weren’t aware, he was one of the players battling through a 
non-COVID illness about a week ago. 

He is a crucial fixture on the penalty kill, constantly pitted 
against the oppositions’ best and his offense is starting to 
build up, even generating some quality looks on the power 
play. 

“I’m not more impressed or anything because I can’t be more 
impressed about an individual,” Brind’Amour said on Slavin 

after the game. “It’s just icing on the cake that he can do this. 
Obviously it’s not something we want to do, but we’re 
missing some great players. To hang around missing some 
of the guys we are says a lot about him because he’s doing a 
lot of the work, but just our group in general.” 

To cap it off, Frederik Andersen had another solid outing in 
net even despite a few close calls. He turned aside 26 shots 
and was perfect on the penalty kill and even stopped a 
penalty shot against old friend, Noah Hanifin. 

According to MoneyPuck.com, Andersen saved 1.08 goals 
above expected making this game a steal of a win for him 
and the Canes.

 

A Look Back at the 2018 Draft 

2018 was a franchise-altering draft that saw the team draft 
one of the faces of the franchise second overall. 

By Matthew Somma 

We’re taking a look back at the Hurricanes’ 2018 draft class 
and grading each pick this week. Canes fans voted to see 
my grades of the 2018 draft class, so I’ll go ahead and give it 
a whirl. In all honesty, this is a better draft class to grade 
than some of Carolina’s recent ones for a few reasons. First 
and foremost, it’s the only draft class that has had a full 
season of play in the past four drafts. The 2019 draft class 
missed the tail end of the following season, the 2020 draft 
class had a very shortened season and the 2021 draft class 
is still too recent to grade. We’re starting to see most of the 
players from this draft class in the pros as well.  

Grades will be your typical A, B, C, D and F grades with 
explanations of the grade as well as an NHL projection, if 
any.  

2nd Overall - Andrei Svechnikov 

Grade: A+ 

Andrei “Gordie Howe in the 919 Area Code” Svechnikov is 
blossoming into a star for the Hurricanes, and even if he isn’t 
showing up on the score sheet, he’s still making an impact. 
Svechnikov is one of the game’s most skilled players and 
can dazzle with highlight-reel goals as well as some nifty 
passes. He’s a true triple-threat player and one that will 
terrify defenses for years to come.  

He’s been exactly what we expected he would be when the 
Hurricanes drafted him second overall. This season, 
Svechnikov sits second on the Hurricanes in scoring and is 
nearly a point per game player. Considering the fact that he 
is only 21-years old, there’s plenty of time for him to grow 
into an even better player. This was a great pick at the time 
and continues to look better as the seasons have gone by. 

42nd Overall - Jack Drury 

Grade: B 

Drury turned pro this season after spending two years at 
Harvard and one year in the SHL with Vaxjo. He won an SHL 
championship and bronze at the World Championships and 
is now playing for Chicago in the AHL. I’ve liked Drury ever 
since the Canes drafted him due to his strong two-way play 

and ability to create offense close to the net, so it’s nice to 
see him having success as a pro. Drury has 11 points and 
seven assists through his first 20 games with Chicago, which 
is a solid start to his professional career.  

His upside is my biggest question, however. Drury plays a 
pro game and will most likely play in the NHL at some point, 
although I’m not sure if he can be a top-six forward. I could 
see him being a perfect candidate for a third-line role with the 
Hurricanes in the near future. His defensive-zone play suits 
that line’s play style and his work around the net could make 
that line an even better offensive force than it is right now. 
His skating has improved by leaps and bounds since he was 
drafted, so I’m more confident in his NHL odds now. At this 
point, I feel that Drury is on the bubble of a full-time NHL role 
and will get his chance sooner rather than later. 

96th Overall - Luke Henman 

Grade: F 

It’s hard to give a good grade to a player if you never sign 
him. Henman has potential to make a difference in the pros if 
he can add some muscle and improve his two-way game, 
but the Hurricanes were too deep at center to consider 
signing Henman. He was the first player to sign with the 
Seattle Kraken and is currently playing for Charlotte in the 
AHL.  

104th Overall - Lenni Killinen 

Grade: D 

Killinen had potential in his draft year since he tore up the 
Finnish U20 league and was poised to play in the men’s 
league the following season. Since then, Killinen’s career 
has been marred by injuries and inconsistent play. The 
inconsistent play can be traced back to his draft year, so it’s 
not just the injuries that are limiting his effectiveness in 
Finland. Killinen looks like an AHL depth piece right now and 
not a player worth signing to a contract. It’s a shame 
because with his speed and shot, he could’ve had a chance. 
But his hockey sense isn’t where it needs to be and he 
doesn’t make enough of an impact in the offensive zone. 

166th Overall - Jesper Sellgren 

Grade: B 
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Sellgren looks like a pro defenseman. He flies under the 
radar in a lot of ways because he’s not the flashiest player, 
but his defensive-zone play and skating make him a modern 
defenseman capable of playing NHL games. He’s one of the 
more stable presences on Chicago’s blue line and keeps 
improving on a game by game basis. Carolina’s defensive 
depth is a big barrier to jump over, but if Sellgren keeps 
playing like he has been, I’d expect to see him get a game or 
two in soon. As for his upside, I’d say that Sellgren is a third 
pairing defenseman that could see PK time. That’s fantastic 
value for a sixth round pick. 

197th Overall - Jake Kucharski 

Grade: C 

Kucharski is playing in a bad conference and putting up 
mediocre results, but I don’t feel like I can write off him just 
yet. We’ve all seen what Jack LaFontaine was able to do 
with Minnesota, so perhaps Kucharski turns it around and 
starts to play like an NHL prospect. As of right now, I’m not 
overly thrilled about him and I can’t give him any higher of a 
grade. The Hurricanes have had success with seventh round 
picks in the past, but I’m not sure that Kucharski will join the 
list of successful seventh round picks. 

Summary 

Overall, it’s a good draft for the Hurricanes. The Hurricanes 
drafted a potential superstar with the second overall pick and 
have gotten 161 points in 227 games out of Svechnikov. 
That pick will only continue to look better, especially with 
Svechnikov being in Raleigh for the next eight seasons. I 
could also see Jack Drury having a long NHL career with the 
Hurricanes, and Jesper Sellgren should see a handful of 
games at the very least. The ideal outcome of the 2018 draft 
at this point is one superstar, one solid bottom-six forward 
and one third-pairing NHL defenseman. If Drury and Sellgren 
both play in over 200 games for the Hurricanes, then we’re 
looking at a 50% success rate and a great draft from the 
Hurricanes.  

I’m giving this draft an A for the Hurricanes. Svechnikov is a 
fantastic pick and the Hurricanes should see NHL games 
from two others in this draft class. I would like to have seen a 
bit more upside from the second-round pick, but Drury is 
nearly a lock for the NHL, so that’s just as good as drafting a 
potential top-six player. Sellgren would be a pleasant 
surprise for a sixth round pick as well. All in all, it’s a good 
draft that has helped to set up the present and future of the 
Hurricanes.

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Edmonton Oilers: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes’ defense will be tested yet again, facing one of the most potent offenses in the league. 

By Matthew Somma 

Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-1) @ Edmonton Oilers (16-9-0) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 26 

Saturday, December 11, 2021 - 10:00 p.m. ET 

Rogers Place — Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Copper and Blue  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

Welcome one and all to the Carolina Hurricanes versus the Edmonton McDraisaitls. They’re currently sitting third in the division on 
the backs of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl’s combined 90 points in the first 25 games of the season. Newcomer Zach Hyman 
sits fourth on the team in points with 19 in 25, and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins sits third in scoring with 23 points in 25 games. Scoring 
depth has been a consistent issue for the Oilers over the years, who have gone winless in their last four games.  

This game marks the third game in a five-game road trip through Canada (and Minnesota) for the Hurricanes and the fourth game 
in a six-game home stand for the Oilers. Edmonton has gone winless in the first three games of the home stand, whereas the 
Hurricanes are coming off of 4-2 and 2-1 wins over Winnipeg and Calgary, respectively. 

The Hurricanes’ defense is still missing its entire right side, so Jaccob Slavin will once again be relied upon heavily for the top 
matchups. The key to this game will be to have Slavin match up against McDavid and Draisaitl and avoid having Chatfield and 
Lajoie out against McDavid as much as possible. Slavin has proven to be up to the task against Edmonton in the past, so he’ll be 
leaned on heavily in this gam. 

Vital Statistics
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Category Hurricanes Oilers 

Record 18-6-1 16-9-0 

Goals/Game 3.24 3.48 

Goals Against/Game 2.20 3.08 

Shots/Game 33.20 32.48 

Face Off Win % 54.0% 52.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 20.0% (12th) 32.5% (1st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.6% (2nd) 83.5% (6th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.53% 50.70% 

ES PDO 102.00 99.31 

PIM/Game 10:09 08:21 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Mike Smith 

Record 13-5-0 2-0-0 

Save % .929 .920 

GAA 1.98 3.08 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Mikko Koskinen 

Record 4-1-1 12-4-0 

Save % .904 .907 

GAA 2.41 3.04 

Game Notes 

 This will be Warren Foegele’s first game against the 
Hurricanes since he was traded for Ethan Bear on 
July 28, 2021. If Ethan Bear has recovered from his 
illness, it will be his first game against Edmonton 
since the trade. 

 Sebastian Aho has the fourth most points in the 
2015 draft class with 349 points. Connor McDavid is 
first with a point total that would thrill Rey Mysterio, 
619. 

 Jaccob Slavin’s ice time of 32:28 against Calgary 
was a regular season career high for him. He also 
has an assist in four of his last five games, in 
addition to the stellar defensive play we’re used to 
seeing from him. 

 Sebastian Aho is a noted Oiler-killer, with 13 points 
in eight career games against Edmonton. Aho is 
entering Saturday’s game on a four game point 
streak, all of which have been multi-point games.  

 Frederik Andersen leads all NHL goaltenders in 
assists with three. His primary assist on Sebastian 
Aho’s overtime game-winning goal was the first 
overtime assist of his career. 

 Nino Niederreiter is on a three-game point streak 
and has five points in that span. 

 Saturday’s game against Edmonton will be Vincent 
Trocheck’s 500th NHL game.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256483676.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-nine-on-the-tenth/c-328860754 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-oilers/c-328866204 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-edmonton-oilers-canada-73f58dc7acb44eb8b23144a52bb1ae11 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/10/22827796/wip-about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-bend-but-dont-break-win-in-overtime-calgary-flames 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/10/22820575/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-2018-draft-grades 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/11/22828849/carolina-hurricanes-edmonton-oilers-game-preview 
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Late nights, long hours worth it for Canes’ Sebastian Aho and his proud 
father, Harri 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 10, 2021 4:38 PM 

 

Harri Aho says he never misses seeing his son, Sebastian, play for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, watching each game live in Finland. 

For Harri, that means a lot of being awake in the wee hours, and a lot of 
missed sleep. But, whether Sebastian plays well or not, Harri wants to 
see it, not catch up on it later on replay. 

In Sebastian’s case, it has mostly been good. 

It was more than good Thursday: He had both goals for the Canes in a 2-
1 road win over the Calgary Flames, including the overtime winner. 

AHO’S TIMELY PRODUCTION 

Sebastian took a short pass from goalie Frederik Andersen in the Canes 
zone, turned up ice and never stopped. The center zipped up the left 
wing, leaving the Flames’ Elias Lindholm chasing, and beat goalie Jacob 
Markstrom with a shot and then quick follow over Markstrom’s pad to 
give the Canes (18-6-1) the two points. 

“Sometimes, the best player just has to take over,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Sebastian did that, scoring his 13th goal of the season. His 12th, in the 
first period, came when he outworked defenseman Rasmus Andersson 
behind the Calgary net, centered a pass, then slipped in front of the 
crease to redirect a Jaccob Slavin pass past Markstrom. 

“Sebastian has been always very competitive, and that is natural for him,” 
Harri said via email. “He has not been the biggest player and that’s why 
he has found different ways to compete and win. 

“It has been remarkable to see that he can be at his best when it really 
counts.” 

CHIP OFF THE OL’ BLOCK 

That’s not just a proud poppa talking. Harri is a hockey man. He has 
been general manager of the Karpat team in Oulu, Finland, and played in 
the Finnish pro leagues until retiring in 2001-2002. 

Harri analyzes all of his son’s games and offers the wise advice of a 
father, but also as a confidante and, if need be, critic. 

Asked about Sebastian’s development the past few seasons, Harri wrote: 
“His game has improved (the) past years as a center especially in face-
offs. Reliable two-way game has always been there, but I think he has 
been stronger in battles last year and this season.” 

Sebastian does not back off along the boards or in the corners. Listed at 
6 feet and 176 pounds, the 24-year-old forward can show surprising 
strength despite his lack of size and has those quick hands and instincts. 
And that competitiveness. 

The Canes needed it Thursday. 

“That’s your best player,” Brind’Amour said. “We rely on him to do a lot of 
things and he came through for us when I think a lot of guys were just 
having off nights.” 

FATHER KNOWS BEST 

Sebastian can be better. He knows it and his father knows it. 

“He can still improve his production in offense and can be better 
physically,” Harri wrote. “He is still a young player. He can work on his 
shot as well.” 

Sebastian’s shot seems, well, pretty good. He has converted 16.3 
percent of his 80 shots. And Harri was right about his son’s faceoff 
improvement — Sebastian has won almost 54 percent of his draws this 
season, the best of his six-year career. 

And about that point production: Sebastian has 29 points in 26 games 
and has had multi-point games the past four games (three goals, six 
assists). His game-winning goal Thursday was his first this season, and 
the 28th of his career. 

It will be a full season for Sebastian. If the 2022 Winter Olympics are held 
in Beijing — and if the NHL releases its players to participate — he will 
be there. Aho has been named to Finland’s Olympic team, and wants to 
compete for a gold medal. He also wants to be on a Stanley Cup winner. 

For now, he will do what he does best. While many of his teammates are 
loud and playful in the hallway outside the locker room before a game, 
No. 20 will be the guy with his head down and game face on, leading 
them out on the ice. 

Up next: Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers. For Aho, another 
chance to shine, a chance to match up with the best. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT EDMONTON OILERS 

When: Saturday, 10 p.m. 

Where: Rogers Place, Edmonton, AB 

TV/radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 

News Observer LOADED: 12.11.2021 
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Aho’s 2nd goal sinks Flames in OT 

 

December 10, 2021 Cory Lavalette  
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Sebastian Aho opened the game with a goal and ended it with another. 
Everything in between was a whole lot of Jaccob Slavin. 

Aho scored 4:14 into the game and at 4:07 of overtime, and Slavin 
played more than half the game in the Hurricanes’ 2-1 win Thursday in 
Calgary. 

After Carolina killed off a penalty that carried over into overtime, Aho got 
the puck from goaltender Frederik Andersen in their own end and sped 
up the left side, blew by Elias Lindholm and lost the puck, which still got 
past Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom to give the Hurricanes their third 
straight win and improved their record to 18-6-1. 

“That’s your best player,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Aho. “So we rely on him to do a lot of things, and he we came through for 
us tonight when, I think, a lot of guys were just having off nights. It was 
just hard to get anything kind of generated. Sometimes that’s what 
happens — sometimes the best player’s just got to take over.” 

And then there was Slavin, who played a career-high 32:28 and has 
averaged nearly 28 minutes in four games this month with the defense 
depleted by both COVID-19 and a flu bug. 

“He’s one of the best in the league, for sure,” Aho said of Slavin. “Just 
every night — I get it, now he probably plays a little bit more than usual 
with a few guys out. … Just overall, a very, very good player. Huge, huge 
player for us.” 

It was Slavin who set up the first goal of the game, getting a pass from 
Aho and then taking a shot that Aho redirected past Markstrom (24 
saves) to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 at 4:14 of the first. 

Andersen (26 saves) then made a flurry of saves in the next minute 
before defenseman Noah Hanifin drew a penalty shot on Ian Cole just 79 
seconds after Carolina had taken the lead. Andersen stopped that too, 
but the former Hurricanes draft pick wasn’t done. 

Just before the midway point of regulation, Hanifin took a pedestrian-
looking wrist shot from the left point, but the puck seemed to change 
direction and got past Andersen’s glove to tie the game at 7:23 of the 
second period. 

From there, the Hurricanes had to do everything they could to get to 
overtime. Carolina killed off three more penalties, going a perfect 5 for 5 
on the night, and swept the puck away from a vacant net three times — 
once by Teuvo Teravainen, and then by both Slavin and Aho in one 
sequence — to keep the game tied. 

“The guys made some great plays on those that kind of was going 
through and went in behind me,” Andersen said. “But yeah, that’s 
awesome. I think I’ll take the help sometimes. Just great plays.” 

In a game Brind’Amour called “gross,” the Hurricanes found a way to get 
two more points. 

“It wasn’t fun to be a part of, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour said of 
the game. “We dug in. We did. 

“We were battling, we just weren’t very sharp.” 

North State Media LOADED: 12.11.2021 
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OILERS NOTES: Some goals would be nice right now 

As the Oilers try to climb their way out of a four-game losing streak, the 
scoring droughts are everywhere, on every line 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

When Leon Draisaitl has 13 goals in the last 14 games and all of the 
other forwards on the team not named McDavid have 15, there is a 
serious balance issue. 

This isn’t news, but it remains a problem that gets highlighted every time 
the Edmonton Oilers fall into a slump. 

Like now. 

As the Oilers try to climb their way out of a four-game losing streak, the 
scoring droughts are everywhere, on every line. 

Zack Kassian has one goal in the last 17 games. For Warren Foegele, 
it’s none in 18. Jesse Puljujarvi’s goal Tuesday is his second in 14 
games. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Hard-working Zach Hyman found the net in just two of his last 13 starts. 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins has two all year. Kailer Yamamoto has six points 
in 25 games worth of second line minutes. 

And the fourth line is a black hole of offence, with Derek Ryan, Colton 
Sceviour, Tyler Benson, Kyle Turris, Brendan Perlini and Devin Shore 
combining for three goals in 74 man-games. 

“There are some plays that need to get made out there,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett. “Some difference-maker plays that aren’t getting made 
right now. All through our lineup. There has to be more second effort 
there, more finish there.” 

Foegele was poster child for Edmonton’s snake-bitten hands Thursday 
against Boston. He had a team-high six shots and came away with 
nothing but a few near misses. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“He’s around it, he’s hard, but he’s like a lot of other guys,” said Tippett. 
“We’re skating hard, we’re playing hard, we’re shooting hard, but at some 
point you have to shoot it in the net. 

“That line had lots of zone time, (doing) things we’ve been talking about 
all year to try to give ourselves a chance to win these tight games, but 
the ugly goals aren’t coming yet.” 

With the majority of Edmonton’s offence flowing through either Drasiatl or 
McDavid, the onus is on the bottom six to step up production. They know 
it and played like it Thursday against the Bruins, but the only offence 
came from two Draisaitl power play goals in a 3-2 loss. 

“I liked lots of our five-on-five game (against Boston),” said McDavid. “I 
thought we carried the play a lot of the night on five-on-five. We 
generated some chances. But obviously we need to find a way to 
produce. When you’re slumping you just need to find a way to get it 
done.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

BEAR SEASON 

Saturday against Carolina could mark the return of former Oilers 
defenceman Ethan Bear, who’s found a home on Carolina’s third pairing 
after the off-season trade for Foegele. 

“I got to plays with Bearsy for parts of a couple of years, so it will be 
different to see him in a different jersey,” said Darnell Nurse. “I hope 
nothing but the best for him. He was a great teammate, a great person. A 
good person to be around. 

“It will be fun, and a little weird, the play against him in a different jersey, 
but anytime you play against an old teammate on a different team, as 
soon as that puck drops the friendships go out the window.” 

Bear is not a sure thing for Saturday. He is fresh out of COVID protocol 
and was a late scratch Thursday in Calgary after coming down with an 
illness during the pre-game skate. 
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YES TO OLYMPICS 

While Canada launched a “diplomatic boycott” of the Beijing Olympics, 
Nurse says players gunning for spots on Canada’s hockey team would 
be excited to go. 

“I can’t speak for everyone, but I can speak for the guys who have a 
chance to go to the Olympics in our room and they all want to go,” he 
said. 

“They all want to play. They all want to be a part of the Olympics. It’s a 
dream to be a part of it. They want the opportunity to play.” 

FIRST GOAL BLUES 

A 1-0 deficit might not seem like much, but when it happens every game, 
or 13 of the last 16 games in the case of the Oilers, it hurts on a number 
of levels. 

For starters, it allows teams to tighten up defensively instead of taking 
risks, and playing to Edmonton’s strength, in search of an equalizer. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You’re taking care of the puck and making it tough for the other team to 
come through you,” said Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “Obviously it’s an 
advantage if you’re up a couple, or even one. That’s what teams have 
done to us and it makes it tough to get back into the game.” 

And that can be mentally draining. 

“I wouldn’t say our attitude on the bench has been frustration (when it 
happens),” said Nurse. “It’s let’s go try to find the next one and battle 
back. If you put yourself in that situation too often, though, that will start 
to seep in.” 

NO INJURY UPDATE 

Mike Smith, who’s been out since the third game of the season with an 
ankle injury that has described since mid-October as ‘just about ready,’ 
skated Friday and is being listed as just about ready. 

Same goes for Duncan Keith, who’s been out seven games. 

“Both skated,” said Tippett. “They’re both getting closer.” 

Kris Russell, who left the Boston game in pain with what looked like a 
shoulder injury, won’t be back anytime soon. 

“He’s getting some tests,” said Tippett. “But it looks like it could be at 
least a week or so.” 
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Hurricanes the wrong team at the wrong time for Edmonton Oilers 

Even if the Oilers were at their best, the 18-6-1 Hurricanes would pose a 
serious problem 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

Like a marching band in your living room when you’re trying to fight off a 
terrible hangover, the Carolina Hurricanes are exactly what the slumping 
Edmonton Oilers don’t need right now. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

A hard-working, highly-skilled opponent that excels in five-on-five hockey 
and boasts a stifling penalty kill? Even if the Oilers were at their best, the 
18-6-1 Hurricanes would pose a serious problem. 

But now, with Edmonton searching for answers in the wake of four 
straight losses, an actual hurricane sounds less threatening than a 
Hockey Night in Canada visit from Carolina. 

“They’re a really good team. They have a lot of skill and work hard, win a 
lot of battles,” Ryan Nugent-Hopkins said after Friday’s practice at 
Rogers Place. 

“They’re a team that brings all facets of the game. It’s a great challenge 
and a great test for us, especially at this point. You want to work yourself 
out of some losses and to do it against a good team is a good challenge 
for us.” 

If Edmonton is to stop its slide at four, it will very likely have to do it by 
turning its own weakness into something that can stare down Carolina’s 
strength. 

The Hurricanes have a plus 23 ratio (58-35) in even strength scoring, 
second only to the Washington Capitals. The Oilers are minus 9. 

Only the stingy Calgary Flames (33) have allowed fewer even strength 
goals against than Carolina. Only four other teams have scored more 
goals at even strength. 

That sounds like trouble, on paper at least, for an Oilers team that’s 15th 
in five-on-five scoring, 26th in five-on-five goals against and has just 
three even strength goals during its four-game losing streak. 

“Carolina, we know they’re going to be solid but we have to push it by 
them and create from down low,” said Nugent-Hopkins. “We have to 
keep building on these past two games and find a way to bear down and 
bury some in front of the net. 

“You want to stay positive and take steps. We’re still in a good position. 
There is adversity every year. Ups and downs. That’s the way this league 
goes.” 

The Oilers pressed hard and had a lot of chances against Boston, 
outshooting them 43-30 and pounding them in shot attempts (77-47). But 
the pucks aren’t going in. 

“We could have easily had a better fate in the last two games,” said head 
coach Dave Tippett. “We had over eight minutes of possession in the 
offensive zone (against Boston) and they had under three. We did a lot of 
good things. We didn’t score enough, but we’re moving in the right 
direction.” 

Though the Oilers played better the last two games (the loss to 
Minnesota was a similar script), they’re still on a four-game losing streak 
and the Pacific Division standings are closing in around them. So they 
spend most of their days walking the fine line between urgency and calm. 

“We have to keep building,” said Nugent-Hopkins. “I think our last two 
games five-on-five have been a lot better for us. I think we’ve given up 
the least amount of chances five-on-five that we have all year. 

“We’re getting pucks on net, we’re getting bodies going to the net, that’s 
the way we’re going to score. Teams aren’t giving us a lot of odd man 
rushes right now, so it’s tough to create off the rush. We’re going to be 
scoring from in-zone play.” 

It seems like a dark and dire time for the Oilers, but every team goes 
through this during a season. The Hurricanes are just three games 
removed from a five-game losing streak (0-4-1) of their own. Toronto lost 
four in a row. Washington lost three in a row, and it would have been five 
if lowly Arizona hadn’t been scheduled in the middle of the Capitals’ 
slump. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“Any time you lose four or five games in a row there are areas of the 
game you can clean up, no matter what team you are,” said Nurse. 
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“You’re going to have to face some adversity at some point. We’re facing 
it right now after having a good start.” 

Most of the time it’s just the usual ebbs and flows of an 82-game 
schedule, but occasionally it means something is very wrong. The Oilers 
remain firmly convinced they’re on the right side of that line. 

“Now it seems like, the last couple of games for sure, we’re bringing the 
puck to the net and playing the right way in the offensive zone and you 
end up with the wrong result,” said Nurse. 

“But we have to stick to what has made us good. If you repeat the right 
process over and over again, at some point you’re going to get the right 
result, and you’ll get the right result night after night. If we stick to our 
game, we’ll work our way out of this.” 
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Ethan Bear is rising above and thinking big: 'I wanted to make a 
difference' 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

 

Ethan Bear had heard hateful, racist words before. As early as when he 
was 5 years old, he had been targeted because of his ethnicity and 
culture while playing hockey for the first time outside of Ochapowace 
First Nation. 

But this time was different. It evoked a new feeling. In the past, he had 
felt powerless to take a stand and spark change. Not anymore. 

Keyboard warriors took to social media after the then-Oilers defenceman 
turned the puck over against the Jets in Game 4 of the first round of the 
2021 Stanley Cup playoffs on May 24. The turnover led to a game-tying 
goal, and the Oilers went on to lose in triple overtime. But for some of 
those posting, the criticism wasn’t aimed at the on-ice mistake and its 
consequence. Instead, they mocked and slandered Bear to his very core. 

To them, Bear wasn’t an Oilers player who had made an error. He was 
an Indigenous person who had ruined their team’s season — a season 
that was hanging on by a thread to begin with. 

“It was very hard to go through it,” says Bear, who was dealt to Carolina 
in the offseason and is scheduled to play his first game back in 
Edmonton on Saturday. “It really felt like I was left on an island, and there 
was no way off it. 

“Sometimes you have to have those hard conversations. I was always 
afraid of confrontation. But what I’ve learned is: You’ve got to hold people 
accountable, and you’ve got to look after yourself.” 

It was his family members — particularly his then-girlfriend and now-
fiancée, Lenasia Ned — who first noticed the vitriol directed at Bear. It 
kept coming a day later. 

So they decided to do something about it. Ned denounced the comments 
with a Facebook post of her own, which quickly gained traction. 

Lenasia Ned’s Facebook post 

That led to Bear and Ned creating a two-minute video, which was then 
posted on the Oilers’ website. They received calls of support from the 
likes of Avalanche centre Nazem Kadri and Jordin Tootoo, the latter a 
close friend of Bear’s and the first Inuk to play in the NHL. 

Tootoo’s message to Bear was: “We’re not just pigeons. We’re here to 
make our mark and make a statement.” 

Bear has taken that message to heart. 

Supporting Indigenous youth athletes is something he’s thought about for 
a long time. Bear, with the help of his family, Ned, and his agent Jason 
Davidson, has been pushing forward with a project tentatively called the 
Ethan Bear Foundation. It aims to help First Nation kids and families pay 
for elite hockey and elite sports. The financial component is only part of 
the foundation. There will be a platform where Bear can send videos of 
encouragement to young athletes and have them reply to him. 

What happened after his last game as an Oilers player pushed Bear to 
take action. 

“That was the start of all of it,” he says. 

Bear needed to get away for a while after the season. He had felt his love 
and passion for hockey waning after the playoffs, and that feeling was 
only exacerbated when 215 buried Indigenous children were found in 
unmarked graves at the Kamloops residential school just days later. 
Ned’s paternal grandparents (and her grandmother’s parents) went to 
that exact school. 

He and Ned rented a cabin 30 minutes west of Edmonton to take some 
time off from it all. 

When he came back to Edmonton in June to train, he was determined to 
put everything behind him. 

Then Adam Larsson signed with Seattle before the expansion draft in 
mid-July, and the belief from the outside was that Bear might become a 
focal point of the defence again. He never got that impression. It seemed 
likely to him that he’d be dealt as the free-agent period began on July 28. 

That day, Oilers general manager Ken Holland called Bear into his office 
to deliver the news. He’d been traded to Carolina for winger Warren 
Foegele. Bear appreciated how it was handled. He didn’t want to leave 
Edmonton — “asking for a trade is not my thing; I’d rather work my way 
out of a situation” — but he’s pleased with how everything has turned 
out. 

“Going to Carolina was the best thing for me,” he says. “It gave me that 
spark again, to want to prove to people that I am a good player. 

“Once it happened, it was a relief for me. Going into the season, I don’t 
know how I would have survived going through all that again.” 

Bear certainly isn’t looking back wistfully and thinking about what could 
have been in Northern Alberta. 

After an excellent rookie campaign in 2019-20, when he played almost 
exclusively on the top pair alongside Darnell Nurse, last season didn’t go 
according to plan. He was a restricted free agent and trained in Kelowna, 
B.C., rather than under the watch of the Oilers training staff in Edmonton. 
He signed just before training camp started. 

“I didn’t expect for it to wait that long,” Bear says. “Details and my routine 
are so important to me. Having that be late and trying to train, it was 
really hard on me mentally. It felt like I wasn’t important. 

“I didn’t understand that’s how contract negotiations are for a restricted 
free agent. That really educated me on the way things go.” 

From there, it was a case of two steps forward and one back — if he was 
lucky. 

Bear started slowly and sat for a game as a healthy scratch early on. He 
had played in all of Edmonton’s 71 games the previous season. Then, 
while sitting on the bench in a late January game against the Maple 
Leafs, Bear was struck in the head by an errant puck. He wanted to get 
back in the lineup as soon as possible to help his team, probably rushing 
back sooner than he should have. He didn’t want anyone thinking he 
wasn’t doing whatever he could to return. 

He missed 11 games and eventually found his footing. Though his 
underlying numbers were quite good, he never felt his game was as good 
as it was when he was a rookie. 

Then came the playoffs. 
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In the third period of Game 4, Bear attempted a pass up the middle from 
the right corner of the defensive zone, which was intercepted by Jets 
captain Blake Wheeler. Within a few seconds, Mark Scheifele scored to 
tie the game. 

Bear put his head down and whacked his stick on the ice in 
disappointment. He didn’t see the ice again until the third overtime 
period, when he got one shift just before Kyle Connor ended the Oilers’ 
season. 

By that time, the commenters were already out in full force. 

“If you watch that series again, I had a really good series,” Bear says. “I 
had one mistake on a game-tying goal, and it was like I gave up the 
whole four-game series. That’s what I’ve never understood. It was the 
one thing that people wanted to point their fingers at.” 

The Oilers returned to Edmonton. With end-of-season meetings and 
players ready to go their separate ways for the summer, team 
camaraderie wasn’t running high. 

“The one thing that sucked is I didn’t feel like I had much support when it 
happened,” he says. “It was such a weird thing to go through, and it just 
felt like I was alone.” 

To start this season, Bear was often playing on the top pair with Jaccob 
Slavin before a six-game COVID-19 absence in late November. He has a 
goal and six points and is plus-8 in 18 games with the Hurricanes. 

Stuck in a San Jose hotel while in COVID-19 protocol, Bear dealt with a 
cold and the chills during the first half of his 10-day quarantine. He’s 
played two games since coming out of isolation and feels as though his 
legs and lungs aren’t quite feeling the same as they were before. He 
didn’t play in the Hurricanes’ most recent contest, Thursday in Calgary, 
due to a non-COVID illness, according to head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
A few more games, Bear believes, and he’ll be up to full strength. 

Aside from dealing with symptoms, Bear had a lot of time to prioritize 
what’s important in his life while in his hotel room. He spent much of his 
time talking to family and reconnecting with old friends. 

“It was something I kind of needed, in a sense,” he says. “It helped me 
reflect on a lot of things I never really got to think about and slow down. 
Ever since the trade, I’ve just been trying to work hard and go, go, go — 
and just try to have a good season.” 

The experience had him willing to share the details of his pending 
foundation, even though the project isn’t ready to launch. 

Bear has been more introspective since his time in San Jose, and it’s 
hard to blame him, given all that’s happened in the past year. 

If he plays, Saturday would mark Bear’s first game in Edmonton since he 
was traded. Ned will be there, as will Bear’s entire immediate family — 
his mother, Geraldine; his father, Lloyd; his brother, Everett; and his 
sisters, Tara and Torie. He has a huge extended family and has no clue 
how many people will ultimately attend. 

His No. 74 jersey with the nameplate in English or Cree syllabics remains 
one of the most popular choices for fans attending games. There will be 
even more of them Saturday. 

#Oilers d-man Ethan Bear will honour his Indigenous heritage during 
tonight's #BattleOfAlberta exhibition game by displaying his jersey name 
bar in Cree syllabics. 

    | #LetsGoOilers https://t.co/7LAtHX6jOK 

— Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) July 28, 2020 

“It’s going to be a really hard game for me, emotionally,” Bear says. 
“When I first got drafted to Edmonton when I was 18, that’s all I ever 
knew. That was my life and my home. 

“I wouldn’t change it for the world. Honestly, like the way everything 
happened — the way it started; the way it ended — everything happens 
for a reason. 

“I’m very thankful for the opportunity I had with Edmonton.” 

That said, he’s happy to be in Raleigh, N.C., with Lenasia in a more laid-
back environment. Away from the microscope, as he puts it. His new 
hockey home is “perfect,” he says. 

Bear had hoped to have his foundation launched in the summer, but 
getting traded for the first time and trying to get settled in a new place 
slowed down those plans. 

Then, midway through training camp, Bear tied an engagement ring 
around the harness of the couple’s miniature wiener dog, Flower, and let 
her run around. He waited until Ned noticed it before he dropped to one 
knee and popped the question. 

He and Ned met more than six years ago when he was playing junior 
hockey in Seattle. She has helped him grow as a person and learn about 
his culture. She’s Okanagan from Westbank First Nation in West 
Kelowna, B.C. As part of her university degree, she has a minor in 
Indigenous Studies and has taught Bear some of her Native league, 
Syilx. 

Ned has been a driving force behind trying to get the foundation off the 
ground. 

Thinking back to his childhood has provided Bear with all the inspiration 
he needs. 

His parents gave everything they had to allow him to play competitive 
hockey. They own the only gas station in Ochapowace and sometimes 
almost had to bankrupt themselves to get the money required to get him 
— and others — to a tournament. They bought a 15-seat van so they 
could drive players to the rink who would otherwise be stranded. 

“Growing up on the reserve, there’s a lot of poverty,” Bear says. “My 
parents would literally drive house to house, knocking on doors, because 
(other) parents wouldn’t bring them (to the rink) because they didn’t have 
the time or the money. My parents would go take the kids from their 
house — with gear that they had to fundraise to get them — and we 
would all go to practice. I remember going house to house for an hour 
and a half and then getting there 20 minutes before practice. That was 
the only way we’d be able to practice.” 

Bear doesn’t want Indigenous families to incur similar financial hardships 
the way some of his teammates did. Nor does he want young hockey 
players or other athletes to quit their sports because they’re the subject 
of racist intolerance of abuse. 

He says he was never close to hanging up his skates despite being 
targeted numerous times as a child, but he knows of countless kids 
who’ve stopped playing the games they love. 

He wants to be there for them in any way possible. 

“You want to inspire kids to give it their all,” Bear says. “Opportunity is the 
biggest thing this world can give. 

“If I can create a foundation where people can donate and help others 
and give them the opportunity and the motivation, that for me would 
mean a lot.” 

Ned is working diligently on material for the website. Bear has had 
conversations with the NHLPA and companies looking to support his 
cause about the best way for a rollout. He’ll soon have a conversation 
with his cousin, Courage, a respected minor hockey coach in 
Saskatchewan who also runs an Indigenous hockey academy, to get his 
thoughts. He’s looking for someone to run the foundation, too. 

Bear has been thinking about this for years. But the aftermath of his last 
game with the Oilers forever changed how much of a priority he views it 
as. 
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The goal is to have a reach across Canada. Bear has saved funds from 
signing sessions, his summer hockey school and appearance fees to put 
toward the foundation. He believes it will be launched within a year — 
perhaps as early as the summer. 

“I’ve put a lot of money into it,” Bear says. “I want to do it right. We’ve put 
a lot of work and thought into it.” 

It’ll become a reality soon enough. 

“I remember how terrifying it was when I first left the reserve,” he says. “I 
think about all these scary things in life when you don’t think you belong, 
or you don’t think you deserve to be there, and how easy it is to just give 
up and go home. 

“The reason I continued is I wanted to make a difference for other kids 
because I know how hard it was for me. I want to try to be there for them 
as much as I can. 

“I think we can do a lot of good with it and help others.” 
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Canucks 4, Jets 3 (SO): Nothing's boring under Boudreau 

A second straight shootout win makes it three in a row for Vancouver 
under new bench boss Bruce Boudreau. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

Three games into the Bruce Boudreau era, there’s no doubt that the 
Vancouver Canucks have found some fun in their game again. 

They’re far from perfect and they’re giving away plenty defensively, but 
their effort in a 4-3 shootout win against the Winnipeg Jets on Friday 
night at Rogers Arena gave the fans their money’s worth. And the team is 
now 3-0 under Boudreau after winning their second straight game in a 
shootout. 

The Canucks are playing with an openness to their game that was rarely 
evident under Travis Green this season, eschewing the tight structure 
he’d been asking of them for a more aggressive forecheck. 

It is leaving them exposed on the back end, though, and on the Jets’ 
second and third goals, breakdowns in the Canucks’ defensive coverage 
— though, to be fair, they were missing two veterans in Travis Hamonic 
and Oliver Ekman-Larsson — were to blame. 
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So thank goodness for Thatcher Demko, who made a number of 
spectacular saves on the night. 

“Listen, we didn’t have our best out there tonight. I mean, I thought it was 
a real gutsy effort by the defencemen. Some of those guys are playing 
more minutes than they’ve ever played before,” Canucks head coach 
Bruce Boudreau said. “And you’re playing against a team like Winnipeg 
who’re just coming down with speed after speed. And they competed 
their rear ends off.  And what can you say about the goalie? I mean, he’s 
not bad.” 

The teams played a sensational overtime that didn’t resolve things. 

The fans were into it all, giving a buzz that hasn’t often been seen at 
home this season. 

In regulation time, the Canucks got two goals from Nils Höglander and a 
single from Conor Garland, while the Jets, who played the night before in 
Seattle, were led by their top line of Blake Wheeler, Mark Scheifele and 
Kyle Connor, who each scored one goal. 

Elias Pettersson scored the only goal for either team in the shootout for 
the winner. 

Here’s what we learned … 

Oh, there you are 

It’s been a tough go for Höglander lately. Coming into Friday’s game, he 
hadn’t scored in 11 straight games. 

That was the second such stretch for him this season. And like the last 
time, he busted the slump in his 12th game. 

And what a goal it was. A great breakout pass from Quinn Hughes to Bo 
Horvat, then a perfect dish from Horvat to Höglander, who fired a tricky 
backhand past Jets goalie Eric Comrie, making his first start since the 
last time the Jets visited on Nov. 19. 

And he scored a second, moments after Demko made a pair of 
remarkable saves on a breakaway by the Jets’ Wheeler and then a 
chance shortly after by Kyle Connor. 

Höglander led a rush and fired a shot off the left wing that Comrie 
stopped but the puck flipped up and over the Jets goalie then slid over 
the goal line. 

NEXT GAME 

Sunday 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vancouver Canucks 

7 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet Pacific.  Radio:  Sportsnet 650. 

Monkey business 

Blake Wheeler hadn’t scored all season. 

He got his first of the year on a power play — not a shock, given the 
Canucks’ penalty kill has been woeful this year — firing home a shot off a 
screen. 

It was a teachable moment for Hughes, who asked Boudreau to kill 
penalties. A defenceman on the penalty kill who is defending near the 
crease needs to read which side of the net the goalie is looking to cover 
and then block off the other half. 

Demko hugged his post, but Hughes didn’t get inside and instead tried to 
rush Wheeler as he fired past the screen created by Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

And so his teammates on the bench all mimicked throwing monkeys off 
their backs, as the saying goes. 

Canucks’ Bo Horvat checks Winnipeg Jets’ Mark Scheifele during the 
first period of play at Rogers Arena in Vancouver on Friday, Dec. 10. 

What a player 

Connor has been the Jets’ best player this season and he showed why, 
twice, in the second period. 

He scored a lovely goal on the doorstep after Wheeler had forced a 
turnover in the corner and the Canucks’ defence parted like the Red Sea, 
allowing him to attack the crease and then slip the puck over to his 
linemate. 

Connor then put on a power skating display five minutes later, winding 
his way around the perimeter of the Canucks’ zone and then finding Mark 
Scheifele on the far side of the zone. 

Scheifele wired a hard wrist shot past Demko. 

Both goals came off bad sequences for the Canucks’ defensive 
organization, where the Jets’ best players got the defenders chasing 
them, which opened up holes for the attackers to skate into and pass 
through. 
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Canucks’ Conor Garland celebrates his goal against the Winnipeg Jets 
during the second period at Rogers Arena in Vancouver. The Canucks 
prevailed 4-3 in the shootout. 

Bure-esque 

There’s little doubt that when the most exciting player is handed out at 
the end of the 2021-22 season, Garland will be the hot favourite to take 
the title. 

And it’s goals like he scored on his second-period breakaway, where he 
deked out Comrie with a left-right shimmy, a mirror image of the move 
Pavel Bure used to do — of course the Russian Rocket was a left shot 
and Garland shoots right — to tally his ninth of the season. 

He’s a thrill to watch, night in, night out. 

The Demko sequence 

Andrew Copp looked to have scored … but then everyone, including the 
refs, realized that Dubois had almost run over Demko in the crease. 

Now, if Dubois hadn’t made contact with Demko, the goalie probably 
never would have had a chance to stop the Copp shot anyway; but then 
again, the only reason the puck was fired towards Demko’s left pad was 
because the big Jets centre was streaking to the back side of the 
Canucks’ net hoping for a tap-in. 
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“I thought it was pretty obvious, to be honest,” Demko said about being 
interfered with. “I kind of was just waiting for Bruce to wave the guy over. 
I felt like I was in my crease and didn’t really have an opportunity to make 
a second save.” 

Boudreau, for his part, said he felt the slow speed of the puck off Copp’s 
stick and foot would have given Demko a chance to make a stop. 

A very even game 

The play may have caused some heart palpitations for the coaches, but 
by the numbers, it was truly back and forth. 

The shots went 37-36 to Winnipeg. 

The expected goals were 4.2 to 4.1 according to HockeyViz.com, 
showing that J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser, who both didn’t score, still 
were worth nearly a goal each in the quality of their scoring chances. 
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The two teams were very even in the distribution of their scoring 
chances, doing a good job of generating opportunities in the slot. Both 
teams scored from in tight and also got a goal from out wide, on lower-
probabilty chances. 

The location of shots take at 5 on 5 by the two teams on Friday night, 
with more intense colours emphasizing a collection of good chances. 

And player by player, the Canucks were mostly positive in their expected 
goals for and against at five-on-five; only Hughes and Luke Schenn had 
a tough night. 

Player by player expected goals for and against. 

The bigger reality 

The Canucks are now 11-14-2, six points back of the fourth-place Vegas 
Golden Knights, who have two games in hand. 

“To get these three wins has been big. It’s five out of the last six, which is 
great for us,” Demko said. “We’ve still got a lot of work to do. We all know 
that. We’re not going to get comfortable or complacent. We’ve got some 
ground to make up.” 

And Garland said even with the three wins, it had been a tough week. 
Last weekend Jim Benning, Travis Green, John Weisbrod and Nolan 
Baumgartner had been let go and on Friday, assistant general manager 

Chris Gear and director of hockey operations and analytics Jonathan 
Wall were dismissed as well. 

“When people lose their job, it’s not directly you know, their fault. You feel 
some responsibility as players and that doesn’t feel good when people 
lose their jobs because of how you’ve been playing,” Garland said. “We 
had to respond and, and kind of snap out of it a little bit and just start 
playing better.” 

Christmas Marketing 

Nate Schmidt finally got to visit the Vancouver Christmas Market. The ex-
Canuck had said when the team traded for him last year that he was 
excited about getting to visit the (new) Vancouver tradition. 

But of course because of local anti-COVID-19 restrictions, there was no 
Chiristmas market in town last year. 

Friday afternoon, though, he apparently got to finally visit the restored 
market, Sportsnet’s Dan Murphy reported. 
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Canucks continue the front office overhaul, as assistants Gear and Wall 
dismissed 

Chris Gear and Jonathan Wall, who were key to the Canucks' roster, 
contract and salary cap manoeuvring, have been fired. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

The reshaping of the Vancouver Canucks’ front office continues. 

On Friday morning, a day after Jim Rutherford was named the team’s 
president of hockey operations, the Canucks dismissed assistant general 
manager Chris Gear and senior director of hockey operations and 
analytics Jonathan Wall. 

Gear had worked for the Canucks since 2010, while Wall had been with 
the team for more than two decades. 

Wall had worked his way up to leading the team’s performance analysis 
group, having started as an intern before first being hired full-time as the 
scouting information co-ordinator  in the late 1990s. For the past six 
years, he had been responsible for managing the player salary cap, plus 
leading the analytics team in providing reports to the coaching staff, 
scouts and management. 

In recent seasons, he was able to add analysts Aiden Fox, Ryan Biech 
and Miles  Hoaken to his department, a statement on the value the club 
had come to place on the work Wall and his colleagues were doing. 

Wall’s term with the Canucks started under Brian Burke and he stayed on 
through management change after management change, from Burke to 
Dave Nonis to Mike Gillis to Jim Benning. 

Gear, a lawyer who played football at Queen’s University in Kingston, 
Ont., first worked as general counsel for the team before being promoted 
to assistant GM during the 2019-20 season. He had worked for VANOC 
and the Air Canada Championship before that. 

His responsibilities chiefly centred on contracts but his work carried him 
into a broad range of areas, including duties running the team’s AHL 
affiliates and also working closely with Wall on salary cap management. 
When he was promoted to assistant GM two years ago, it was ostensibly 
so former GM Benning and his main assistant, John Weisbrod, could 
spend more time scouting and less time dealing with contract talks. 
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The Canucks currently have US$6.1 million in contracts on long-term 
injured reserve — including Micheal Ferland’s US$3.5-million uninsured 
deal — to juggle in any roster moves. It’s a challenging cap situation, 
created by some poor roster-building decisions by Wall and Gear’s 
former bosses. 

But in the last few seasons, even with a series of bloated contracts to 
manage, Wall and Gear showed remarkable deftness in using the full 
extent of the rules under the collective bargaining agreement to manage 
the roster and the cap. Whoever Rutherford brings in to take over for the 
duo will quickly realize how challenging the Canucks’ cap situation is and 
the sometimes daily machinations made by Wall and his team. 

Asked for comment, the Canucks sent a statement from senior adviser 
Stan Smyl, who was for a few days this week the interim GM and had 
been listed as a senior adviser under Benning. He ceased to be interim 
GM when owner Francesco Aquilini announced that Rutherford would 
take up the interim GM title as well as the president’s role. 

“On behalf of the entire organization, I would like to sincerely thank Chris 
and Jonathan for their dedication and commitment to the Vancouver 
Canucks,” Smyl said. “They contributed greatly at both the NHL and AHL 
levels during their many years of service and played important roles 
across Canucks Sports & Entertainment business operations and 
community initiatives. They are both talented, hardworking people who 
will no doubt have success in the next chapters of their careers. We wish 
them all the best.” 

Smyl and Gear had originally been named as part of the search 
committee. 

Almost as soon as Rutherford was hired, speculation swirled that 
perhaps he would look to bring some of the people who worked for him in 
Pittsburgh to Vancouver, like current Seattle Kraken assistant GM Jason 
Botterill. Botterill was GM of the Buffalo Sabres for three years before 
being scooped up by Seattle last winter. He worked for the Pens for a 
decade before that, the latter years under Rutherford. 

A former player, he’s considered a jack-of-all-trades as a manager, with 
experience managing the cap and handling contracts . Would the Kraken 
let him jump to their Salish Sea rivals midseason? 

Another name many have suggested could be on Rutherford’s radar is 
Buffalo associate GM Jason Karmanos, who worked for Rutherford for 
years in Carolina and in Pittsburgh. He headed up the Penguins’ 
analytics department and would be an obvious fit to step into the role 
filled by Wall. He was hired by Buffalo only last spring so, like Botterill, 
would he be able to join Rutherford before the current season is over? 

Karmanos hired Sam Ventura to work under him in Pittsburgh and then 
brought the founder of the old War on Ice hockey data website with him 
to Buffalo. If Karmanos were pried away from the Sabres, would he again 
be able to bring Ventura along with him? 
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Canucks Game Night: Bruce there it (still) is 

Game 3 of the Bruce Boudreau era goes for the Canucks on Friday night 
against the slumping Winnipeg Jets. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

WINNIPEG JETS 
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(12-9-4, 5th in Central Division) 

at VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

(10-15-2, 7th in Pacific Division) 

Friday, 7 p.m., Rogers Arena. 

TV: Sportsnet. Radio: Sportsnet 650 AM. 

WHY WATCH 

Two games for Bruce Boudreau, two wins. Of course, his two victories 
took very different shapes. Monday’s 4-0 shutout of the Kings was pretty 
comprehensive. But Wednesday’s 2-1 shootout win over the Boston 
Bruins was more of a struggle. The Canucks have struggled to generate 
chances all season and against Boston it was more of the same. The 
Jets are coming in after playing the Kraken in Seattle on Thursday, so 
how tired will they look? It’s the second time in Vancouver for the Jets 
this season and in both cases they’re coming in as the tired team. 

POINTS LEADERS 

JETS 
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1. Kyle Connor GP 25 G 15 A 12 PTS 27 (+4) 

2. Pierre-Luc Dubois GP 25 G 13 A 10 PTS 23 (+8) 

3. Andrew Copp GP 25 G 7 A 13 PTS 20 (+12) 

CANUCKS  

1. J.T. Miller GP 27 G 9 A 17 PTS 26 (-2) 

2. Quinn Hughes GP 26 G 2 A 19 PTS 21 (+4) 

3. Conor Garland GP 27 G 8 A 11 PTS 18 (+5) 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

JETS: PP 20.3% (13th) PK 66.2% (31st) 

CANUCKS: PP 19.2% (18th) PK 65.9% (32nd) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

• Brutal PK :  The Canucks have spent much of the season posting 
record-setting bad penalty-killing markers. They’ve gradually been getting 
better, even before Travis Green was replaced by Boudreau as head 
coach over the weekend. In fact, they’re now just 0.3 percentage points 
back of the Jets for second-worst penalty kill in the NHL. 

• West coastin’: The Jets played the Kraken on Thursday. Two weeks 
ago the Jets came in on a Friday night, having played the night before in 
Edmonton. The Canucks held on to win that night 3-2. The Jets are just 
3-6-1 in their last 10 games. 

• Goaltending: Connor Hellebuyck played Friday in Seattle, so the 
expectation is that Eric Comrie will face the Canucks on Friday. He hasn’t 
started since facing Vancouver on Nov. 19, though he did do mop-up 
duty in the back half of a 7-1 trouncing by the Wild on Nov. 26. There’s 
no reason to think Thatcher Demko won’t start for the Canucks. 
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Pettersson scores, Canucks top Jets 4-3 in shootout for third straight win 

 

Gemma Karstens-Smith 

 

Elias Pettersson scored the lone goal in the shootout and the Canucks 
took a 4-3 victory over the Winnipeg Jets in Vancouver on Friday. 
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The Swedish centre deftly stick handled his way in, outwaiting 
Winnipeg’s Eric Comrie, then wrapping a shot around the outstretched 
goalie. 

Nils Hoglander had a pair of goals for Vancouver (11-15-2), while Conor 
Garland also found the back of the net and Bo Horvat added a pair of 
assists. 

Blake Wheeler and Kyle Connor each had a goal and two assists for 
Winnipeg (13-9-5). Mark Scheifele also scored for the visitors, who 
blanked the Kraken 3-0 in Seattle on Thursday. 

Thatcher Demko stopped 34-of-37 shots in regulation for the Canucks 
and Comrie had 33 saves in his first start since Nov. 19. 

The result marks the first time this season Vancouver has won three 
games in a row. All three victories have come under Bruce Boudreau, 
who took over head coaching duties late Sunday night after the club fired 
Travis Green and general manager Jim Benning. 

Both sides had stellar chances to put the game away in overtime, but 
Demko and Comrie each made magnificent saves. 

Vancouver got an extra man for the final 49.6 seconds of extra time after 
Winnipeg’s Nikolaj Ehlers was called for tripping. The Canucks called a 
30-second time out to scheme, but couldn’t get a puck past Comrie. 

The two sides traded goals across the first two periods then locked in for 
a defensive battle across the third. 

Winnipeg briefly appeared to take the lead 13:44 into the second when a 
puck slid into the Vancouver net off the skate of Andrew Copp. 
Vancouver challenged for goaltender interference, arguing a collision 
between Pierre-Luc Dubois and Demko had stopped the netminder from 
making the save. After video review, the goal was called back for 
goaltender interference. 

The Jets evened the score at 3-3 minutes earlier when Connor slipped a 
pass through traffic to Scheifele’s tape, and the star centre blasted a one-
timer that beat Demko stick side. 

Garland registered Vancouver’s third goal of the night 7:06 into the 
frame. 

J.T. Miller forced a turnover on a Winnipeg line change and sent the puck 
up the ice to Garland for a breakaway. The Canucks winger gave Comrie 
a head fake one way, then tucked a shot behind the goalie’s opposite 
skate. 

Connor had scored 57 seconds earlier when he flipped a shot over 
Demko for his 18th goal of the season. 

Hoglander gave the Canucks a 2-1 lead just 20 seconds before the end 
of the first. 

Wheeler intercepted a pass from Vancouver’s Tyler Myers in the neutral 
zone and sped away for a breakaway, but Demko made the stop and 
sent the puck up ice to Horvat. The Canucks captain dished it off to 
Hoglander, who fired a shot that caught a piece of Comrie’s glove before 
dribbling in as the netminder desperately swiped at it with his stick. 

Demko kept his team in the opening frame with a pair of highlight reel-
worthy saves. 

Connor uncorked a rocket from the high slot late in the frame and Demko 
mimicked an MLB catcher on the stop. A thud echoed throughout the rink 
as the speeding puck hit his glove, followed by a volley of cheers. 

Midway through the period, the Canucks goalie robbed Wheeler, 
snatching a point-blank shot out of the air as he dove forward. 

The Jets got a shot past Demko on a power play after Miller was called 
for cross checking. 

Using a Dubois screen in front of the net, Wheeler blasted a wrist shot 
from inside the faceoff circle to knot the score at 1-1 at the 11:07 mark. 

The Winnipeg captain celebrated his first goal of the season with an 
emphatic fist pump. He last scored on May 11 when the Jets beat the 
Canucks 5-0. 

Winnipeg was 1 for 3 with the man advantage Friday. Vancouver went 
scoreless on two power plays. 

The Canucks opened the scoring 6:29 into the game. Hoglander used 
some stealthy stick handling to get around Scheifele, putting the puck 
between his own legs before unleashing a backhanded shot from the 
hash marks. 

The goal was Hoglander’s first in 12 games. 

The Canucks continue their homestand Sunday when they host the 
Carolina Hurricanes. The Jets have a brief reprieve before entertaining 
the Buffalo Sabres in Winnipeg on Tuesday. 

NOTES 

Wheeler extended his point streak to five games. He has one goal and 
nine assists across the stretch ... The Canucks (65.9 per cent) and Jets 
(68.4 per cent) came into Friday’s game with the two worst penalty kills in 
the league ... Vancouver placed defenceman Travis Hamonic on injured 
reserve Thursday and called Noah Juulsen up from the American Hockey 
League’s Abbotsford Canucks. Hamonic suffered a lower-body injury 
against Boston Wednesday and is expected to miss two to three weeks. 
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The Armies: Bruce-amania runs wild in Vancouver 

 

Wyatt Arndt 

 

Well, let me tell you something, brother. 

Bruce-amania is running wild, brother. Negativity and Bruce-amania are 
two things that don’t go together. 

God created the heavens, and he created the Earth! He created all the 
Bruce-amaniacs! 

And Bruce Boudreau fears no player, no team or evil, brother. 

The thousands of Bruce-amaniacs are on the outside, pushing the walls 
down, barnstorming the gates. 

To all the little Bruce-amaniacs: Train real hard, take your vitamins, 
watch the Canucks games and you’ll never go wrong. 

When you’re bWo, you’re bWo for life. 

The only question you have to ask yourself now is, whatcha gonna do 
when Bruce-amania runs wild on YOU!? 

Worst reading the room 

Bruce Boudreau is the 2nd head coach in history to begin his #Canucks 
career 3-0-0, joining Willie Desjardins 

— Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) December 11, 2021 

Not now, guys. Not now. 

Let people enjoy the 4-3 win over the Jets. 

Next you’ll start comparing J.T. Miller to Mark Messier. 

Worst goal 

Sheeeeeeesh, that goal was art 
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— Harman Dayal (@harmandayal2) December 11, 2021 

Suck it, anthem traitor. 

— CF (@C_Forrest) December 11, 2021 

The anthem singer started the game off by doing the Winnipeg tradition 
of going silent and letting the crowd scream “TRUE NORTH,” which, I 
won’t lie, rattled the fan base. After having just come to terms with 
hearing Chelsea Dagger several years ago, many people weren’t ready 
for the most vile treachery one faces in sports: musical backstabbing. 

Still, the Canucks managed to shake it off when Nils Höglander 
absolutely ended Mark Schiefele and Eric Comrie with a puck-between-
the-leg dangle and backhand-roof combo: 

Now, I know what you’re thinking: Was John Tortorella mad about this 
goal? 

Clearly, he’d have to be. You see, the game shouldn’t be about intricate 
dangles and flashy showmanship. In his day you scored a goal (always 
flat because putting the puck high is for hippies), and insert it into the net 
for no more than three seconds. Then you pull the puck out of the net, 
cast your gaze downward and hand the puck over to the referee. 

Kids these days are always making it about themselves, which is just 
sad. You shouldn’t be out there trying to sell the game with the type of 
moves you could only dream of pulling off yourself. If it looks like it 
belongs in a video game, that’s where it should stay, damn it. How do 
you explain to your kids, or your grandkids, that you once won a hockey 
game using such tactics? You wouldn’t be able to. 

We need to make hockey great again. Be like John Tortorella. Don’t 
make it about you. Make it about hockey. And if you have to charge the 
other dressing room to try and beat up the other coach to get that 
message across, then you damn well do it. 

If you want another clip of this disgraceful goal where Höglander 
showboats his puck-handling skills, here it is, you monsters: 

You could probably say Nils was feeling it this game, as his stickhandling 
was on full display most of the game: 

He doesn’t score, but his ability to stickhandle away from trouble to 
create room for himself is one of his best assets, and it’s a delight to 
watch him play when he’s feeling it. 

Remember when a clip of Höglander dangling and getting one shot on 
net was the only offensive highlight we’d get this season? 

Best Bruce-amania 

The Triple H combo of Höglander, Horvat and Hughes connecting on that 
goal. It’s time to play the game. #Canucks 

— Victör Sum (@sumdeviant) December 11, 2021 

I know Bruce is a fan, so we have to include some wrestling references in 
here for him. We’ve been wanting an HHH line for a long time in 
Vancouver, even if that does invite someone to bring a sledgehammer 
onto the ice. 

How big is Bruce-amania getting? Even J-Pats is getting in on the action: 

Triple H goal: Hoglander from Horvat and Hughes 
pic.twitter.com/9lTmD7McgN 

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) December 11, 2021 

Best Rip Wheeler gonna rip 

Winnipeg has piece of Schmidt on the blueline. #canucks 

— Jay Bear (@TheJayBear) December 11, 2021 

JT Miller stay outta the box challenge #Canucks 

— BCB (@bigcoccbrocc) December 11, 2021 

Miller, who is without a doubt the Canucks’ best player this season, does 
come with some caveats. One of them being that his surliness has no 
filter, which can lead to penalties like this: 

And another one is that he just can’t quite shake Beth Dutton out of his 
heart. 

The Jets power play then went to work, and you know what, that’s just a 
nice shot from Blake Wheeler: 

I know we usually try and assign blame to the Canucks player who most 
let the team down when they get scored on so they can feel the shame 
bestowed upon them, but sometimes shooters shoot and score nice 
goals. 

And OK, yes, Quinn Hughes skating out to try and block the shot and 
letting Pierre-Luc Dubois set up shop with the screen wasn’t my favorite 
thing in the world, but sadly Daddy Schenn went out for smokes on the 
play and wasn’t there to do the dirty work. 

Best taking it for granted 

There have been louder Thatcher Demko saves, more noticeable acts of 
larceny, but for me, that was his toughest stop of the season. #Canucks 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) December 11, 2021 

Ummmmm……..how did he save that? #canucks 

— Jeevan Johal (@JeevanJohal27) December 11, 2021 

Vegas refs would have called Denko for delay of game on that save 

— somebody (@Steve_May) December 11, 2021 

With the Canucks finding their scoring touch, we’re all kind of settling 
back into that groove of knowing that Thatcher Demko will make enough 
saves for the Canucks to score their way into winning some hockey 
games. 

And yeah, when he is making stops like this, it’s pretty easy to feel 
confident in your goaltending: 

I’m not saying Mika Noronen wouldn’t have made that save, but I’m also 
not saying he would have made that save. 

As we said in the last Armies, Boudreau isn’t going to magically fix the 
defensive structure of this team overnight. Add in the injuries to Oliver-
Ekman Larsson and Travis Hamonic and a defensive pairing of Tyler 
Myers and Tucker Poolman, and yes, you’re going to see some chaos 
and absurdity in your own zone at times. 

But when you have Bubble Demko showing up every night it makes 
things much easier: 

Luke Schenn goes for the big hit, because he knows no other way to 
play, and the Jets manufacture another shot from the slot, or as Tanner 
Pearson calls them, “moments of sadness and reflection.” 

Demko don’t care, though, because he has the eerie calm demeanor of a 
young Kirk McLean. 

Best chaos theory 

LOL, I love crazy goals like that! #Canucks 

— Sharon (@sharon_e_b) December 11, 2021 

It is criminal that Demko doesn't get an assist on this goal #canucks 

Unreal. 

— Dix   (@dixongenuous) December 11, 2021 

I know they’re doing it for 80s night but I kinda don’t hate don’t you forget 
about me as a goal song. 

— Ryan Henderson (@RJHenderson7) December 11, 2021 
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Myers knows when his team needs a spark — he injects a bit of chaos 
into the game. CG57, sensing his team was doubting itself, sends a soft 
pass across the blue line that turns into a breakaway for the Jets: 

I believe Demko winks at the Chaos Giraffe and mouths the words “thank 
you,” but I’m not 100 percent certain. 

Regardless, the Canucks then flip the script and Cam Robinson’s 
nightmare comes back down and finishes off the rush started by Bo 
Horvat: 

Now that is a John Tortorella goal. Throw the puck on net, watch it 
dribble past the goalie, then skate out of camera view within one second. 

Hell, take hockey off of TV completely and let us only listen to the sounds 
of the ice. That’s the hockey we need to bring back. 

Best giving nature 

Hope he got a +1 on that 

— Canucks Fan Mood   (@brucethereitis) December 11, 2021 

CG57 is a considerate man, which is why he hopped off and let Brad 
Hunt get the plus-1. 

Also why would a chaotic neutral person such as Myers move away from 
zero? He wouldn’t. 

Fun fact: Myers’ plus/minus on the season is? You guessed it. Zero. 

Best curse of the hockey gods 

91.3 MPH on that Pettersson slap-shot off the post 

— Bik Nizzar (@Bik650) December 11, 2021 

I'm pretty sure Pettersson is cursed at this point. #Canucks 

— Dylan Nicholson (@radiocodex) December 11, 2021 

Not since Sami Salo was on the team have seen a player so snakebit in 
Vancouver. 

Elias Pettersson, for whatever reason, just cannot find a way to 
consistently score goals this season. 

His shooting percentages over the course of his career are: 

Year 1 — 19.44 percent 

Year 2 — 16.7 percent 

Year 3 — 15.9 percent 

Current  — 6.3 percent 

It’s safe to say he won’t always be shooting around 6 percent, but you 
can tell from his body language that he is feeling the weight of it all. 

How bad is it going for him? He’s hooking back up with his ex, the post, 
again: 

You watch Brock Boeser and Miller seemingly getting stronger every 
game under Boudreau and you can’t help but feel like EP40 has been 
sent to boarding school. Separated from his friends, he’s still putting in 
effort and making good plays, like this setup to Vasili Podkolzin in the 
slot: 

And he’s still out there trying to do his dekes, bro: 

The puck is just not going in for him right now, in what has to be the 
worst stretch of his young NHL career. 

Best veteran presence 

brutal play on the attempted exit by Chiasson. Had a feeling that might 
wind up in #Canucks net. 2-2 game 

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) December 11, 2021 

Wait, I thought they got Chiasson for his wily vet instincts that should 
prevent him from making a stupid ass drop pass like that. #Canucks 

— Jules (@JuliaonRandom) December 11, 2021 

Alex Chiasson’s position with the fan base is that of the unreliable friend 
that even if they do come through for you, you’re always waiting for them 
to find a way to let you down. 

So when Chiasson makes a drop pass that leads directly to a goal 
against, people are not going to give you the benefit of the doubt: 

Chiasson played only eight minutes of ice time and is far from the 
Canucks’ worst problem. But if you were starting a pool on the current 
scapegoats chasing the crown Loui Eriksson left behind it would be, in no 
particular order: 

Tucker Poolman. 

Alex Chiasson. 

Tanner Pearson. 

And if we’re being honest, salary-cap reasons alone should probably slot 
Alex into the third spot of those three. 

Best all the small things 

Garland! That was sick, this team is fun now WHAT IS HAPPENING 

— Andy Cole (@AndyCole1984) December 11, 2021 

Comrie is still looking for his jock. 

— Andrew Wadden (@andrewwadden) December 11, 2021 

Conor LFGarland 

— Rob Williams (@RobTheHockeyGuy) December 11, 2021 

Conor Garland, perhaps drawing on the inspiration of Markus Naslund 
and the retired No. 19 banner floating above him, busted out a very nice 
finish on this breakaway goal: 

Johnny Hockey out here looking like he’s playing hockey with mini-sticks, 
that’s how low to the ground he gets on this goal. 

And since The Armies does the deep dives on the important stats, I do 
want to assure you that, yes, Garland did indeed twirl his stick after he 
scored the goal: 

Best Tuck Everlasting 

Watching Poolman play is just amazing. It's like a stand up routine on ice. 

— Taj (@taj1944) December 11, 2021 

The Jets tied up the game when CG57 and Poolman combined to both 
do things poorly at the same time: 

Yes, that is Myers getting walked by Kyle Connor. Yes, that is Poolman 
skating back and somehow covering nobody despite being surrounded 
by people. He’s like the person in the road construction crew that doesn’t 
even bother putting up the “Slow” sign, they just wave you through with 
their cigarette without looking up from their phone. 

Best breaking the rules 

The goal should be disallowed, Demko was clearly prevented from 
making a play on the puck 

— Satiar Shah (@SatiarShah) December 11, 2021 

No way that's going to count 

— Taj (@taj1944) December 11, 2021 

The Jets then tried blatantly cheating by interfering with Demko: 
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Which, hey, the NHL is 50-50 on waving this goal off because even they 
don’t know what goalie interference is. Goalie interference calls are the 
Tyler Myers of penalties. 

All of which led to the best moment of the game. 

Best screen time 

@TheStanchion Paul Maurice's reaction to that disallowed goal needs to 
be a gif 

— Chris Heavenor (@Heavy__C) December 11, 2021 

Paul Maurice has some real Michael Keaton whisper-yelling vibes going 
right there. 

Also, kudos to Bruce for the little smile and wink as if he paid off the ref. 

Best closed-captioning homage 

someone add the "darn" 

— Cody Severtson (@CodySevertson) December 11, 2021 

Best third-period summary 

Jets look like they're completely out of gas. #Canucks all over them in the 
third period so far. 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) December 11, 2021 

The best way to summarize the third period is thusly: 

One, Höglander is a thick boy: 

Two, the Canucks were just hoping the Jets wouldn’t jump on a turnover 
and score a goal: 

Shoutout to the Mega Powers Myers and Hughes shaking hands and 
going to work on shutting down the breakaway attempt. 

And three, hoping Boeser and Miller could pull off some last-minute 
magic: 

The resurgence of Boeser has been one of the highlights of the 
Boudreau era. 

Best all of the chaos 

Huge play by Tyler Myers late. #Canucks 

— David Quadrelli (@QuadreIli) December 11, 2021 

Serious question what does Tanner Pearson actually do? #canucks 

— Abby (@Hockey2L) December 11, 2021 

Give me Myers in every single three-on-three overtime so I can see him 
shut down two-on-ones with ease: 

To then turn around and almost score the game winner: 

Pettersson is trying so hard, you guys. 

Best just another brick in the wall 

THATCHER DEMKO IS A GOD #Canucks 

— Dylan Nicholson (@radiocodex) December 11, 2021 

Because it’s overtime and you’re contractually obligated to give up two 
good scoring chances, here are the Jets. 

One of them hit the post: 

And this breakaway, or as we call it in the business, a spoiler alert, is 
shut down easily by Demko: 

Best finish them! 

PETEY MY GOD #Canucks 

— Jevon Lefebvre (@jevonlefebvre) December 11, 2021 

It doesn’t count in the goal total, but that had to feel good for Pettersson: 

The bench’s reaction says it all: His team wants him to get his groove 
back more than EP40 himself. Look at Höglander and Podkolzin hugging 
each other like the war is finally over! Pearson looks like he’s doing the 
robot dance but ran out of batteries or something. 

When your buddy finally starts feeling it pic.twitter.com/2hZUELC9wK 

— Wyatt Arndt (@TheStanchion) December 11, 2021 

Miller followed that goal up with his usual Demitra homage, but the puck 
just wouldn’t cooperate: 

Horvat then went back to the same well as last game, only to be denied: 

Which left Demko to be the hero once again: 

Bruce, there it is once more. 

Best celebrations 

THE PARADE GOES EAST ON KINGSWAY, NORTH ON 
WILLINGDON, WEST ON HASTINGS #CANUCKS 

— Bruce Ng (@transcendwebs) December 11, 2021 

I’ve seen enough to confidently say we will never lose under Bruce 
Boudreau 

— Nick Bondi (@nickbondi) December 11, 2021 

Best finding your voice 

Love it! 

— Francesco Aquilini (@fr_aquilini) December 11, 2021 

Best biased refereeing 

the refs hate vancouver pic.twitter.com/pRlSASofgr 

— Tommy (@tommykippes2) December 11, 2021 

Best Giraffe whisperer 

Time will tell if Boudreau can finally be the coach who learns to harness 
the chaotic energy of Myers, but here’s a clip of him making a perfectly 
normal defensive play: 

Anything is possible! 

Best nickname 

pic.twitter.com/2VdAc4qFUu 

— Wyatt Arndt (@TheStanchion) December 10, 2021 

We debated if Schenn was a stepdad or a dad on this team, but Garland 
has settled that debate for us. 

Best one of us 

quinn hughes looks like every college student last minute studying for 
final exams rn. solidarity pic.twitter.com/M5bzLG64Ei 

— clarissa! (@quinnsedgework) December 11, 2021 

That’s the look of someone who has three finals within 24 hours of each 
other and didn’t know about the examination hardship rule. 

Best new follow 

#Canucks pic.twitter.com/YO28SLDO3E 

— Canucks Artificial Insider (@CanucksAI) December 10, 2021 

#Canucks pic.twitter.com/mMS4kidkpE 

— Canucks Artificial Insider (@CanucksAI) December 9, 2021 
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#Canucks pic.twitter.com/KILUtZ9yqI 

— Canucks Artificial Insider (@CanucksAI) December 9, 2021 

This is turning into some “Battlestar Galactica” stuff. I don’t know who’s a 
human and who’s a Cylon anymore. 

Best flex 

Celebrating 80’s Night @RogersArena during @Canucks vs @NHLJets 
as we go Back To The Future with a vintage Delorean  #canucks 
#eightiesnight #themenight #nhl #hockey #myviewfromwork #delorean 
#paannouncer pic.twitter.com/sdwOFHxBCZ 

— AL MURDOCH       (@ALMURDOCH) December 11, 2021 

They brought a DeLorean onto the ice for ’80s night. If that’s not a baller 
move, I don’t know what is. 

Mike Pohorly, take a bow. 

Best screen cap 

Nice to see that @SatiarShah brought his kid to work today in 
@harmandayal2 pic.twitter.com/v2LWobTkzo 

— Tyler Green (@tylergreenFC) December 11, 2021 

Best jersey Botch 

@TheStanchion please put me in the armies . Who would buy this jersey 
botch ?? #canucks pic.twitter.com/EgIsWjqVlq 

— Bitcoin Plato (@PlatoBitcoin) December 10, 2021 

First game I’ve been at since February 2020 when they retired the 
Sedins jerseys. Seems fitting I found their old linemate, Vrbata. 
@TheStanchion pic.twitter.com/s2cKFpifc0 

— Katherine Pelletier (@erasedtruths) December 11, 2021 

@TheStanchion @ThomasDrance pic.twitter.com/Y9aTTkJvcg 

— Kevin Doughty (@no_doughty) December 11, 2021 

Nobody’s going to do better than an Ivan Boldirev Flying V #Canucks 
jersey for 80’s night pic.twitter.com/HUsysGsvEC 

— Rob Williams (@RobTheHockeyGuy) December 11, 2021 

Best transition 

Jim Rutherford's stamp will begin to be felt in this organization 
immediately. 

Hearing changes in #Canucks hockey operations are already being 
made. 

Not sure of the full extent, but Executive Director of Hockey Ops. 
Jonathan Wall and AGM Chris Gear have been dismissed. 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) December 10, 2021 

As my colleague and fashionista Thomas Drance reported Friday, AGM 
Chris Gear and senior director Jonathan Wall were let go by the 
Canucks. Their departure leaves several holes that will need to be filled, 
which with an incoming new president and interim GM in Jim Rutherford 
lines up with the idea of the new guy choosing his own people, which 
should come as no surprise to anyone. 

I will say the timing of the firings is the oddest part of this entire situation. 
When you have Francesco Aquilini saying just days earlier that Smyl 
would lead hockey ops with the strong support of Chris Gear, it has a bit 
of a confusing angle to it all. With Farhan Lalji reporting that to his 
knowledge these firings were in the works before New Jim was brought 
in, it just lends itself to another bad optic under Aquilini, something we 
should all be very used to by now. Remember it was also just days ago 
that he proudly spoke of the exhaustive search they were going to do for 

a new president and/or GM, no beached barge would go unchecked, but 
then days later, Rutherford is brought in. 

Maybe on its own you just excuse it as a bit of over-exuberance and 
miscommunication, but we’ve seen this same story play out with 
Tortorella, Judd Brackett, Trevor Linden, etc. Stories that don’t quite add 
up, wrapped up nicely in manager buzzwords. 

I am sure everything was done very amicably, though. 

At the end of the day, however, the end result of everything lands in the 
same place: It clears the way for New Jim to put his stamp on the 
organization and place people he’s chosen into key positions. That 
process is something that is very normal and by the book for new 
management, even if the handling of the dismissals felt off to you. 

Best Wood was right 

"Not only did the Pittsburgh Penguins play a nudging role, possibly from 
Brian Burke…there's an expected transfer of personnel on and off the ice 
coming from the #LetsGoPens." 

– @justBlakePrice on the Jim Rutherford hiring. #Canucks 

S&P   https://t.co/BRFlAvChHf pic.twitter.com/Cn1ASAPEEu 

— Sekeres and Price (@sekeresandprice) December 10, 2021 

When will the Brian Burke reign of terror finally end on this 
organization?? The curse of Brian has been holding this team back for 
far too many years! 
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Duhatschek notebook: Bruce Boudreau is the right man for the job in 
Vancouver, Mike Yeo less so in Philly 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

 

It was Black Monday in the NHL this week, with not one but two coaches 
fired on the same day after underachieving starts. Bruce Boudreau is the 
new man in Vancouver, replacing Travis Green, while Mike Yeo takes 
over in Philadelphia for Alain Vigneault. They had mixed debuts. 
Boudreau’s Canucks looked sharp in a 4-0 shutout victory over the 
visiting Kings while the Flyers looked more motivated, but still out of sync 
in losing 7-5 to an Avalanche team starting a rookie goalie, in his NHL 
debut. 

There is almost always an early artificial bump associated with a 
coaching change – it clears the air, it gives slumping players a fresh start, 
and it even forces players who are playing pretty well to keep up the 
good work. 

I’ve had a change of heart when it comes to midseason coaching 
changes over the years. Once upon a time, I believed, it was too easy to 
blame the coach when a team didn’t meet expectations. It just felt like the 
expedient option, but not always the right move. 

More and more, I came to realize that once a team starts playing as if it’s 
waiting for the other shoe to drop on a coaching change, then it becomes 
a self-fulfilling prophecy, necessary and eventually inevitable. Tom 
Renney once told me that as a coach, when you get the call notifying you 
that you’re out, sometimes you disagree and don’t think it’s fair at all. But 
then, other times you think, “what took you so long?” 

I ruefully laughed when he said that, but I can also recognize the ring of 
truth there. To use a teaching analogy, every coach has language or 
vocabulary they rely on to get their points across and a few core 
principles that they adhere to. 
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If, in the end, they’re not working or the message isn’t sinking in or it’s 
being ignored, you sometimes simply run out of answers. 

Even the most successful coaches only have so many options in their 
coaching bag of tricks. Once they run out, then it’s usually time to give 
someone else a turn. 

Thoughts on Boudreau 

On Sunday, Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman tweeted that a coaching 
change was coming in Vancouver and that Boudreau would get the job, 
which prompted an immediate negative backlash on social media. One 
person posted on Friedman’s Twitter feed: “Why always the retreads?” 

Next was a link to a YouTube Video: “Bruce Boudreau: A legacy of 
failure.” And then one genuine puzzler: “Stop recycling failed coaches.” 

A “failed” coach? Huh? 

From 2008 to 2020, Boudreau’s NHL coaching record was a sparkling 
567-302-115, which translated into a .635 winning percentage. Among 
coaches with 900 or more games on their NHL resumes, only Scotty 
Bowman (.657) was better. If you drop your search criteria to 600 career 
games coached, Jon Cooper sandwiches in between them (.650). 

Presumably, the criticism stemmed from the fact that Boudreau’s playoff 
record is 43-47 (.478 WP) which is not uncommon in the postseason 
because the level of competition ramps up. 

Boudreau got his start in Washington in the 30-team NHL. In a 30-team 
league, statistically, the odds say you win one Stanley Cup championship 
every 30 years; it’s once in 32 years now, with Vegas and Seattle in the 
fold. I looked at a few other coaching records, searching for a point of 
comparison, and settled on Pittsburgh’s Mike Sullivan in part because 
Sullivan was, like Boudreau, originally a midseason coaching hire. He 
went on to turn the Penguins around that season and win the Stanley 
Cup in his first season behind the bench. 

In the regular season, Sullivan’s winning percentage is .612. In the 
playoffs, he’s 44-38 (.537), and that includes a two-year run of 32-17 in 
2015 and 2016, during the Penguins’ back-to-back championship years. 
Subtract those years, and his postseason record is 12-21. 

The point is, it’s hard to win in the NHL and really hard to win consistently 
in the playoffs. There have been multiple instances where a team made a 
coaching change and rebounded to not only make the playoffs, but go all 
the way. Sullivan in 2015, and Craig Berube, with St. Louis, in 2019 were 
the most recent. Neither Vancouver nor Philadelphia look like 
championship material, but then, neither did the Penguins and Blues 
those years. You just never know what can happen. 

I’m less convinced that Yeo is the right man in Philadelphia and 
subscribe to the widely held belief that what the Flyers really need is a 
dose of Rick Tocchet to get them back on track. 

But in Boudreau’s case? I’m bullish on the hire. You just needed to watch 
his press conference on the day he was confirmed as the new coach. So 
many coaches, in those circumstances, when they’re introduced for the 
first time, are completely buttoned-down as if they’re reading from a 
script. 

Boudreau, by contrast, was like a breath of fresh air. So, for example, 
when someone asked him, what did he say to Brock Boeser when they 
had a first informal chat on the ice, Boudreau didn’t hem and haw. He 
just went ahead and replied. Unreal! 

Boudreau said he reminded Boeser of the first time he played an NHL 
game, against the Wild team he coached, how he scored that day and 
how he plays his best hockey when he’s shooting the puck. He 
encouraged him to do that again. Then you watched Boeser play his first 
game and sure enough, there he was, shooting the puck, scoring once, 
setting up another goal and you just felt that here was a good player in 
the midst of a bad patch, but the gloom was lifting. 

I watched that press conference, and thought, when Canucks’ fans see 
the unfiltered Bruce Boudreau, his genuine energy and enthusiasm might 

change a few preconceived minds. Someone described him as a real-life 
Ted Lasso, and I thought that was accurate. Because, from the outside 
looking in, that’s exactly what that Canuck team needed – an emotional 
lift. 

NHL coaches are not miracle workers. There’ll be some good moments 
in the weeks ahead along with some bad moments and some in-between 
times as well. 

But you just had a sense that, on the day Boudreau took over behind the 
bench, the Canucks became a more enjoyable place to work. And that’s 
something that isn’t limited only to professional sport. In every other walk 
of life as well, if you’re happy on the job, that’s when you’re also often the 
most productive too. 

‘Rebuilding’ the Canucks 

Since this seems to be the week I air my pet peeves, here’s another one. 
Post-game, after the Kings’ win, Canucks’ captain Bo Horvat was asked 
about the coaching change and then the questioning segued into a 
conversation about his future with the team. 

Horvat is the Canucks’ captain, he’s 26, and he’s got this year and next 
left on a contract that pays him $5.5 million per season, at which point he 
becomes an unrestricted free agent. So, while the clock may be ticking, it 
isn’t anywhere close to midnight. There is still two-thirds of this season 
left to play and then all of next year to decide what the future may look 
like for Horvat. 

But what puzzled – even perplexed me – was a question about a 
possible rebuild. It came up in owner Francesco Aquilini’s press 
conference as well. Aquilini was asked if that was a road the Canucks 
might go down and he parried the question, essentially saying that’s a 
decision that’ll be in the hands of a new GM. As I noted a couple of 
weeks ago, I’m not even sure I understand anymore what people mean 
when they drop the word “rebuild” into a question, or a tweet, or a story. 

Because rebuild suggests you’re planning to send a letter to the season 
ticket base, warning them you’re about to up-end the entire foundation of 
your organization and start over. And that’s OK if you’ve got a team that’s 
aging out. But then I look at the Canucks. In goal, Thatcher Demko just 
celebrated his 26th birthday Wednesday. On defence, Quinn Hughes is 
22. Up front, Horvat is 26, Boeser 24, Elias Pettersson 23, Connor 
Garland is 25 and both Nils Hoglander and Vasily Podkolzin are 20. 

Among the core difference-makers, the only one with a little tread on the 
tire is JT Miller, but he’s only 28, has played the best hockey of his life 
since moving to Vancouver and like Horvat, is signed for this year and 
next at pretty reasonable dollars ($5.25 million). Tweak the edges of the 
roster? Sure. But rebuild? I can’t imagine Jim Rutherford, the Canucks’ 
new president of hockey operations, ever considering such a thing. 

At 72, Rutherford is going to be in it to win it – maybe not this year, 
because statistically, it would take a miracle finish for the Canucks to play 
themselves back into playoff contention. But Rutherford won’t be making 
a lot of tomorrow-type trades as an interim GM – and once he hires a 
permanent replacement for Jim Benning, the new general manager will 
be a like-minded individual. 

Slow and steady isn’t going to be part of the new front office’s modus 
operandi. 

Mike Yeo. (Eric Hartline / USA Today) 

The Flyers conundrum 

Some months ago, a few of us writing NHL previews were comparing 
and contrasting the Flames and the Flyers offseason decisions. Even 
though they’re two teams playing in different conferences, they were 
easy to lump together because both underachieved last season – based 
on expectations and the overall talent in their lineups – but chose 
different paths to address their respective shortcomings. 

Philadelphia was aggressive in making changes. Flyers GM Chuck 
Fletcher was blunt about the reasons why: Sixth out of eight teams in the 
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East Division wasn’t acceptable and some core pieces would be moving 
along. In the end, one half of the Flyer blue line turned over. Additional 
changes were made up front. Carter Hart would get the chance to reset, 
but Martin Jones was coming in to provide veteran stability, replacing 
Brian Elliott. 

Calgary, meanwhile, largely stood pat, even after losing captain Mark 
Giordano to Seattle in the expansion draft. Other than adding Blake 
Coleman’s championship pedigree, all the other changes were on the 
periphery and most were heavily criticized. Trevor Lewis, Tyler Pitlick, 
Brad Richardson, Nikita Zadorov, Erik Gudbranson – fringe NHLers – 
were going to block the path of their young players. People didn’t like it. 

And yet, here we are, in the second week of December, about two 
months after the Oct. 12 start of the season, and Calgary is atop the 
Western Conference. According to Dom Luszczyszyn’s model, the 
Flames are now expected to win the division and are about 99 percent 
sure of making the playoffs. 

Philadelphia has lost 10 in a row. So, what lessons can be gleaned? 
Well, sometimes, change works, sometimes they can overreach. 

But mostly, it comes down to this: You watch the Flames play and you 
see a team with an identity. They win a lot of puck battles. They’re 
committed to a 200-foot game. 

Everybody’s engaged, even defensively, including the stars, such as 
Johnny Gaudreau. It’s a function of a coach known as a taskmaster – 
Darryl Sutter – that’s getting a buy-in, from up-and-down the lineup. Then 
you watch the Flyers and there is no discernible identity at all. And this 
comes from a franchise that, once upon a time, had the most visible 
identity in the game – the Broad St. Bullies. 

But even when that era passed, the early 1980s Flyers’ team, coached 
by Pat Quinn, never backed down from anyone. So now, the Flyers seem 
small, uninvolved, and have nothing that instills fear, or respect, from 
visiting teams. As noted previously, that’s why Tocchet might be the long-
term answer behind the bench. He’s got that black-and-orange blood 
coursing through his veins. In a town without pity, Tocchet might get a 
little more leash than anyone else Fletcher could hire to fill the job full-
time. 

This and that 

• That win by Colorado over the Flyers featured goals from both Cale 
Makar and Erik Johnson and it marked the 12th game in a row in which 
the Avalanche had received a goal from a defenseman. Only two other 
teams have managed longer streaks: Washington, in 1992-93, went 16 
games and the Rangers (1981-82) managed 14 games. Makar has nine 
goals in his last 10 games. Even though everyone spent the week talking 
about the Trevor Zegras-to-Sonny Milano goal of the year candidate, I 
was equally mesmerized by Makar’s end-to-end masterpiece against the 
Flyers. It was reminiscent of something Bobby Orr or Paul Coffey used to 
conjure up. And to think, Makar was considered something of a 
consolation prize in the 2017 draft, when Colorado dropped to fourth in 
the draft lottery, after posting the worst record in the league. Karmic, that. 

• Speaking of the draft, I’ve been joking for the last couple of weeks that 
no one can tackle draft do-overs except our crack prospects-writing team 
here at The Athletic, but it turns out, that isn’t necessarily true. There’s a 
new book out this Christmas that does exactly that – reconstructs six of 
the most significant drafts in NHL history, gives a thorough explanation of 
why they mattered, and then redoes the Top 10 in each of those years. 
It’s called “Inexact Science,” and it’s authored by the father-and-son 
writing duo of Bruce and Evan Dowbiggin. Bruce worked in both print and 
broadcast and was a colleague for a time at The Calgary Herald. Evan 
works for TSN and has been a draft aficionado for years. There’s a lot of 
good detail in the book and some interesting perspectives from voices 
you don’t hear much from these days, such as player agent JP Barry and 
former NHL GM Mike Gillis. 

• Weekly Alex Ovechkin note: Ovechkin is now up to 20 goals on the 
season and it looks as if he, Leon Draisaitl and Toronto’s Auston 

Matthews will compete for the Rocket Richard Trophy this year. At his 
current rate of production, Ovechkin could even reel in Jaromir Jagr (766 
goals) for third-place on the all-time goal-scoring list before the NHL’s 
Olympic break. According to NHLStats, Ovechkin needed fewer games 
to get from 700 to 750 goals (only 79 in all) than any of the players ahead 
of him on the all-time goals list. Gordie Howe needed 106 games, Wayne 
Gretzky needed 116 and Jagr needed 182. Gretzky holds the all-time 
lead with 894 career goals, Howe is at 802 – a mark Ovechkin could 
exceed by this time next year. 

• One stray Olympic thought as teams prepare to pare their long lists of 
55 eligible players to smaller more manageable numbers: Vegas 
goaltender Robin Lehner revealed this week on Twitter that he took 
himself out of the running for a place on Sweden’s Olympic team 
because his “well-being has to come first.” Lehner expanded on that 
thought, noting: “Being locked down and not knowing what happens if 
you test positive (for COVID-19) is too much of a risk for me.” Interesting 
and it makes you wonder how many other NHLers privately feel the same 
way – that when you weigh the risks and rewards of traveling all the way 
to China to play in an Olympics that is sure to pose one logistical hurdle 
after another, maybe it wouldn’t be the worst idea in the world for the 
NHL and the players association to give it a hard pass and postpone their 
Olympic return until 2026. 
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Detroit Red Wings snowed under by Colorado Avalanche, 7-3, in Denver 

 

Helene St. James 

 

DENVER — The Detroit Red Wings endured a scare to one of their top 
players and suffered another lopsided loss on the road. 

Their attempt at a comeback Friday at Ball Arena was short-lived as the 
Colorado Avalanche unleashed a flurry that saw both Detroit goalies 
snowed under. The 7-3 loss dropped the Wings (13-12-3) to 4-9-1 on the 
road. 

"It wasn’t the start we wanted in this building," Wings captain Dylan 
Larkin said. "They’re a good team. They’re a premier offensive team in 
this league and that’s not the start you want to have in this building. We 
kind of shot ourselves in the foot." 

Coach Jeff Blashill gambled and pulled his goalie with a little over five 
minutes to play in regulation and with the Wings on a power play, but Avs 
defenseman Cale Makar used the empty net for target practice. 

Colorado Avalanche left wing Darren Helm, right, scores a goal against 
Detroit Red Wings goaltender Thomas Greiss in the first period at Ball 
Arena in Denver on Friday, Dec. 10, 2021. 

Lucas Raymond missed a chunk of the second period after a collision 
with Kurtis MacDermid that caused Raymond to fly into the air. He went 
to the locker room, but returned for a late power play shift. 

"We probably got a little bit lucky that it wasn't worse," Blashill said. "It 
could have been worse, for sure. I don't think it's going to be anything 
major. It doesn't mean he won't be sore. But it was just a collision. It was 
nobody's fault."  

Even at full strength, the Avs were too much for the Wings. They were up 
3-0 halfway through the first period: Devon Toews scored on a shot 
through traffic from just inside the blue line five minutes into the game; 
Andre Burakovsky followed up with a one-timer two minutes later and 
Darren Helm scored on a breakaway at 10:49. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 11, 2021 

 

That led to Alex Nedeljkovic replacing Thomas Greiss after three goals 
on seven shots; the night before it was Greiss who replaced Nedeljkovic 
after he gave up three goals on 18 shots through two periods at St. 
Louis. 

The Wings were well-represented in the stands, and gave those fans 
something to cheer in the final minute of the first period when Vladislav 
Namestnikov scored his 100th career goal. Joe Veleno scored early in 
the second period, but the Avs quickly went back up by a pair of goals, 
and Samuel Girard made it 6-2 before Filip Hronek scored on a power 
play late in the second period. 

"We had a lot of guys that played more like their C game and not their A 
game and that’s a tough team to do that against," Blashill said. "They’re 
goin to exploit you. I thought our guys kept kind of digging in. They 
showed lots of character in continuing to grind, certainly didn’t quit. Had 
chances in the third to at least make it interesting. We didn’t score on 
those chances." 

Detroit Red Wings head coach Jeff Blashill, top center, gestures as he 
talks to his players during a timeout in the second period at Ball Arena in 
Denver on Friday, Dec. 10, 2021. 

Bad blood, you say 

The men who were central to the Wings-Avalanche rivalry two decades 
ago are all retired, and the teams only meet twice a season since the 
Wings moved to the Eastern Conference in 2013. That said, there’s still 
lingering animosity. When Moritz Seider checked Logan O’Connor in the 
first period, Avs players took offense and went after Seider, leading to a 
melee. Officials called Seider for cross-checking. The Wings killed off the 
penalty, though, and Seider ended the period picking up an assist on 
Namestnikov’s goal. 

REMEMBER 'FIGHT NIGHT'?:How to order Free Press book 
commemorating Red Wings' 1997 Stanley Cup 

Breakaway, you say 

Helm was a big part of the Wings for more than a decade: He was part of 
the 2008 Stanley Cup team during his tenure, which spanned 2007-21 
and lasted 744 games. When the Wings opted not to bring him back, he 
signed a one-year deal with the Avalanche. In his heyday in Detroit, 
teammates used to call him “Danger” because of how fast he could 
skate. Rarely, though, could his hands keep up — he was known for 
being unable to convert on breakaways. So it was eye-popping when 
Helm raced up ice midway through the first period on a breakaway and 
fired a shot that went into the net. He looked good doing it — but the 
Wings had to lament that he could do it against them, when he so rarely 
did it for them. 

Momentum, you say 

The Wings looked like they were going to make a game of it when 
Veleno scored 3:21 into the second period, driving to the net from the 
right flank and angling a puck that slipped five-hole on Darcy Kuemper. 
But the momentum dissipated in the thin mountain air: Nathan 
MacKinnon scored at 3:59, and Burakovsky followed 23 seconds later, 
crushing what hope the Wings had of a comeback. 
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Detroit Red Wings buried by Colorado Avalanche, 7-3: Game thread 
replay 

 

Ryan Ford 

 

Detroit Red Wings (13-11-3, 29 points) vs. Colorado Avalanche (14-7-2, 
30 points) 

When: 9 p.m. Friday 

Where: Ball Arena, Denver. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit Plus. 

Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; other radio affiliates). 

THURSDAY'S GAME:Wings stumped by Blues' AHL call-up and 4th-
string goalie in St. Louis, 6-2 

CARLOS MONARREZ:Wings’ five-game winning streak ended, but they 
deserve a standing ovation 

St. Louis Blues defenseman Niko Mikkola (77) and Detroit Red Wings 
center Dylan Larkin (71) battle for the puck during the first period Dec. 9, 
2021 at Enterprise Center in St. Louis. 

Game notes: We're not saying the Detroit Red Wings are hitting Denver 
at the wrong time — there's never a good time after taking a 6-2 dusting 
at the hands of the St Louis Blues — but the Avs have been one of the 
NHL's hottest teams since the start of November. After going 4-4-0 in the 
season's opening month, the Avs have gone 10-3-2 to climb into the 
West's top wild-card spot. (The Wings, despite their two-game skid, sit in 
the East's No. 2 wild-card spot.) 

Keep an eye on all-everything center Nathan McKinnon, a big reason 
why the Avs have earned at least a point in four of their five games in 
December; over that span, he has a goal and seven assists. That's as 
the Avs have scored 26 goals, papering over some occasionally shaky 
goaltending from Darcy Kuemper (acquired in the offseason from Arizona 
after Philipp Grubauer departed for Seattle) and Jonas Johansson. 

HISTORY LESSONS:Suter to read up on Avs rivalry, but first: Meet me 
in St. Louis 

The Wings, meanwhile, have followed a five-game win streak with bombs 
against Nashville and St. Louis in which they've allowed 11 goals 
combined. A shaky defense matching up with a red-hot offense.... hmm, 
anyone got some tapes of "Fight Night at the Joe"? 
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'A disastrous start': Colorado scores early, often in defeating Red Wings 
7-3 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Denver —This short, but difficult road trip wasn't kind to the Red Wings. 

Detroit (13-12-3) lost its third consecutive game, and went winless 
through the two-game journey to St. Louis and Colorado after Friday's 7-
3 loss to the Avalanche. 

In those three losses, they've allowed 18 goals while being outscored 18-
7. 

Colorado Avalanche left wing Darren Helm, right, scores a goal against 
Detroit Red Wings goaltender Thomas Greiss in the first period of an 
NHL hockey game Friday, Dec. 10, 2021, in Denver. 

In both St. Louis and Colorado — as well as in Tuesday's home loss to 
Nashville — breakdowns defensively were glaring. In Denver, a poor 
start (the Wings trailed 3-0 midway through the first period) proved 
insurmountable. 
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"They're a good team, a premier offensive team in this league and that's 
not the start you want to have in this building," Wings captain Dylan 
Larkin said. "We kind of shot ourselves in the foot." 

Detroit gave Colorado too much room to skate and make plays, and got 
into a track meet that the Avalanche loves. 

"They're a premier offensive team, you give them time and they'll roll 
around and make plays," Larkin said. "You have to find a way to grind out 
your shift and stay tight and we just got beat on our assignments, and 
especially early. 

"It was a disastrous start and you can't have that kind of start in this 
building." 

Vladislav Namestnikov, Joe Veleno and Filip Hronek (power play) had 
Wings goals. 

Thomas Greiss started but was lifted after allowing three goals on seven 
shots in 10:49. Alex Nedeljkovic — who Greiss replaced the night before 
in St. Louis — relieved and stopped 36 of 39 shots. 

"No goalie is going to be great when you're giving up that many 
chances," coach Jeff Blashill said. 

Blashill, also, wasn't particularly happy about the start Friday, and also 
didn't like the way the Wings played defensively. 

Blashill, also, wasn't particularly happy about the start Friday, and also 
didn't like the way the Wings played defensively. 

"The first period, we had a lot of guys play to their 'C' game and not their 
'A' game," Blashill said. "Obviously it's a tough team to do that against. 
They're going to exploit you. Our guys kept digging in and showed a lot of 
character. We had chances in the third (period) to at least make it 
interesting and didn't score on those chances.  

"When we came back from out West (in an earlier four-game winless 
trip), we needed to get better defensively and we did. This team 
(Colorado), you're going to get tested where you're at defensively as any 
in the league. We have to get better." 

Andre Burakovsky had two goals, and J.T. Compher, former Red Wing 
Darren Helm, Nathan MacKinnon, Samuel Girard and Cale Makar (empty 
net) had goals for the Avalanche (15-7-2). 

Avs goalie Darcy Kuemper made 35 saves. He was one of Colorado's 
best players, frustrating the Wings with some glittering saves. 

Veleno's goal, his third, cut Colorado's lead to 3-2 at 3:21 of the second 
period. But MacKinnon scored 38 seconds later for the Avalanche, and 
Burakovsky scored 23 seconds thereafter, giving Colorado a 5-2 lead. 

"This building is one of the most momentum buildings there is, and they 
(Avalanche) feed off it," Larkin said. "You give them time and space and 
they're going to make you pay. I'm proud of our guys pushing back, but 
we have to find a way after 3-2 goal to kill their push and we didn't." 

Colorado has won 11 of its last 14 games (11-2-1) and scored seven 
goals for a third consecutive game Friday. It has scored at three or more 
goals in seven consecutive games. 

Colorado Avalanche goaltender Darcy Kuemper cools down during a 
timeout in the second period. 

The Wings briefly lost Lucas Raymond in the second when he collided 
with Colorado defenseman Kurtis MacDemid and gingerly skated off the 
ice, favoring his right leg. 

Raymond returned for a Wings' power play late in the second period. 

"Those two guys just collided," Blashill said. "We probably got a little 
lucky that it wasn't worse. It could have been worse for sure. I don't think 
it's going to be anything major, but that doesn't mean he won't be sore. 
But it was just a collision and nobody's fault." 

Blashill also said the Wings expect forward Tyler Bertuzzi to return for 
Tuesday's game against the New York Islanders at Little Caesars Arena. 
Bertuzzi missed five games due to COVID-19 protocol. 

Blashill wasn't sure if defenseman Marc Staal, also in protocol, was ready 
to return Tuesday. 

Regardless, there will be an emphasis on defense and getting back to 
being the tighter unit the Wings were just about two weeks ago. 

"You can't give up the number of chances we gave up," Blashill said. "We 
have to grow here and have to get back and take a breath and get 
better." 
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Red Wings yearn for stronger net presence after St. Louis struggles 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Denver — The Red Wings aren't winning many games on the road. They 
won't win many if they continue to play like they did Thursday in a 6-2 
loss to the St. Louis Blues. 

The Wings struggled in several areas. 

Most disappointing was their inability to get to the Blues' net and create 
havoc i front of inexperienced goalie Charlie Lindgren. 

Detroit Red Wings' Dylan Larkin (71) controls the puck un front of St. 
Louis Blues' Ryan O'Reilly (90) during the first period. 

“We didn't play horribly,” said forward Robby Fabbri, who scored both 
Wings goals. “We gave up some things but we worked and sustained 
some pressure in the offensive zone. 

"We just didn’t get enough bodies at the net.” 

That was the stark difference between the Blues and the Wings. 

More: Red Wings' Namestnikov enjoying increase in offensive production 

The bigger, physical Blues parked themselves often in front of goaltender 
Alex Nedeljkovic and made life difficult. Nedeljkovic was pulled after two 
periods. 

Blues forward Dakota Joshua (Dearborn) had two assists and was one of 
many Blues forwards disrupting down low. 

The Wings, on the flip side, didn't do so nearly enough. 

“They were harder at the net, and they had a better net presence than 
us,” Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “That’s the one thing if you look at all 
their goals, they did a real good job at the net. We lost our game a little 
bit in the third, especially in our zone on a couple of big breakdowns. 

"(But) we couldn't find ways to create good enough chances, because 
not enough net presence." 

The home loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday was similarly eye-
opening. 

The Predators set a tone of using their big bodies. That led to a 5-2 loss 
Detroit. 

Nashville's physical style left an impression on the Wings.  

"Every time we got into their zone, we were getting mauled," forward 
Dylan Larkin said. "They beat the crap out of us down low. Their defense 
made it hard to get to the net and get shots and get in the slot." 
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"It's something to learn from." 

The lesson hasn't quite registered yet. 

Mixed emotions 

Fabbri was pleased to score two more goals, giving him eight for the 
season (three against his former team, the Blues). 

But the evening would have been a lot sweeter had the Wings earned a 
victory. 

"A win would have felt a lot better in this building, against that team," 
Fabbri said. "We'll get another shot at it next year and try to win in this 
building." 

Fabbri has been a good fit replacing Tyler Bertuzzi (while Bertuzzi is on 
the COVID-19 protocol list) on a line with Larkin and Lucas Raymond. 

"He's done a good job," Blashill said. "When you play on that line, you 
probably will get a bump in ice time and it gives him more. Fabs has 
played extremely hard all year. He's done a good job with us in terms of 
how hard he's played. I’ve been happy with Fabbs’ game through most of 
the year. 

"He knows how to score, so it’s good that he got rewarded. We’re going 
to need him to continue to play well.” 

Road warrior 

In 13 road games, rookie Lucas Raymond has 16 points, with five goals 
and 11 assists. 

Raymond has five goals and three assists, for eight points, in 14 games 
at Little Caesars Arena. 

Raymond set up both of Fabbri's goals in St. Louis, each with a deft and 
smart passing, sparking an otherwise ragged Wings' offensive showing. 

Blashill couldn't explain the disparity in offense, home and away, for 
Raymond. But the coach is more than pleased with the rookie's 
continued development. 

“He has the ability to make plays in critical moments, and in those 
moments (Thursday), he played real good,” Blashill said. “But I wouldn’t 
say that’s how I judge it necessarily (Raymond's points production). I 
can’t sit here and tell you that his road game has been way better than 
his home game. 

"It probably speaks to the fact that even with unfavorable matchups (on 
the road) he can still produce offense, which is certainly a good sign.” 
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Red Wings buried by Avalanche’s barrage of goals 

 

By Ansar Khan | 12/10/2021 

 

The Colorado Avalanche are by far the most potent offensive team in the 
NHL, capable of scoring goals in bunches, as the Detroit Red Wings 
discovered on Friday. 

Colorado scored three straight goals in each of the first two periods and 
defeated Detroit 7-3 at Ball Arena. 

The Red Wings (13-12-3) have lost three in a row by a combined count 
of 18-7, all to Western Conference clubs. 

The Avalanche (15-7-2) entered the game averaging 4.26 goals per 
game. They have scored seven goals in three consecutive games. They 
have won six in a row at home, scoring at least five goals in each. 

Vladislav Namestnikov scored his 100th career goal the Red Wings, who 
also got goals from Joe Veleno and Filip Hronek. 

After falling behind 3-0 less than 11 minutes into the game, the Red 
Wings battled back with goals from Namestnikov at 19:07 of the first and 
Veleno at 3:21 of the second. 

Namestnikov converted during a two-on-one with Pius Suter, notching his 
ninth goal in 28 games, one more than he tallied in 53 games last 
season. Veleno fired a backhand shot past Darcy Kuemper from a sharp 
angle for his third goal. 

The momentum was short-lived, however, as Nathan MacKinnon scored 
38 seconds after Veleno, on a one-timer from the top of the face-off 
circle. It triggered a three-goal burst in a span of 3:34 that broke the 
game open, as Colorado took a 6-2 lead. 

Andre Burakovsky scored his second goal of the game at 4:22, being left 
wide open in front of the net off a face-off, as Filip Zadina missed his 
assignment. 

Samuel Girard scored at 7:33 on a wrist shot from the slot. 

Cale Makar capped the scoring with an empty-net goal at 15:30 of the 
third. 

Thomas Greiss, after replacing Alex Nedeljkovic at the start of the third 
period in Thursday’s 6-2 loss at St. Louis, was pulled after allowing three 
goals on seven shots, getting little help from teammates. 

J.T. Compher opened the scoring at 5:01 on a tip after Colorado won a 
puck battle in the corner. Burakovsky blasted in a one-timer at 7:10 
following a turnover by Adam Erne. 

Darren Helm, facing his former team for the first time, scored on a 
breakaway at 10:49. 
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Detroit Red Wings vs. Colorado Avalanche - NHL (12/10/21) | How to 
Watch, Start Time 

 

By Tyler Kuehl 12/10/2021 

 

After an impressive win streak, the Detroit Red Wings have dropped 
back-to-back games in rather decisive fashion. Now, they look to try and 
break the trend against a familiar foe in the Colorado Avalanche on 
Friday night in the Mile High City. 

Detroit has dropped back-to-back games for the first time since mid-
November, thanks to a loss to the Nashville Predators at home earlier 
this week, followed by an unfortunate loss to the St. Louis Blues on 
Thursday night. Despite outshooting the Blues 31-26 in the contest, St. 
Louis’ Nathan Walker’s first hat trick in the NHL helped the Blues to the 
6-2 victory. Robby Fabbri scored twice in the loss for the Wings, and now 
sits tied for fourth on the team with eight. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

They now head to Denver for the second half of a back-to-back, to take 
on their old rival in the Avalanche. Granted, long are the days of 
Yzerman, Fedorov and McCarty up against Forsberg, Roy and Lemieux. 
However, the skill level of the two clubs is starting to veer towards what 
fans saw in the mid to late-90s. Despite a slow start, the potential Stanley 
Cup favorites have won seven of their last 10 games. Led by captain 
Nathan MacKinnon and the resurgence of Nazem Kadri, the Avs come 
into the contest with a 14-7-2 record, good for fourth in the Central 
Division. 
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Robby Fabbri steps up against former team but Red Wings don’t 
capitalize 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Robby Fabbri waited more than two years to return to St. Louis and play 
in front of his former fans. When the opportunity arrived on Thursday, he 
displayed skills that prompted the St. Louis Blues to draft him in the first 
round in 2014. 

But Fabbri’s two goals was the extent of the Detroit Red Wings’ offense 
in a 6-2 loss at the Enterprise Center, and it left him less than satisfied. 

“A win would have felt a lot better in this building against that team,” 
Fabbri said. “At the end of the day, we’ll get another shot at it to come 
back next year and win in this building.” 

The Red Wings (13-11-3) have dropped back-to-back games and 
continue to struggle on the road (4-8-1). 

Nathan Walker recorded a hat trick in his first game since being recalled 
from AHL Springfield because several Blues are either injured or in 
COVID protocol. 

Alex Nedeljkovic, who coach Jeff Blashill said stole the first meeting 
between the teams on Nov. 24 with a 35-save performance in 4-2 win, 
wasn’t at his best this time, allowing three goals on 18 shots and getting 
replaced by Thomas Greiss at the start of the third period. 

“To me it was one of those nights where the puck seemed to go in,” 
Blashill said. “It wasn’t necessarily anybody’s fault. We had breakdowns, 
don’t get me wrong, but they had breakdowns where we had chances 
and the puck didn’t go in. For them it did.” 

Blashill said his team had as many opportunities, if not more than the 
Blues, who got a 29-save performance from Charlie Lindgren. 

“I thought they were harder at the net, and they had a better net 
presence than us,” Blashill said. “That’s the one thing if you look at all 
their goals, they did a real good job at the net. I thought we lost our game 
a little bit in the third, especially in our zone on a couple of big 
breakdowns. 

“But it wasn’t a game where I was disappointed with our effort. Again, I 
thought through two periods it probably should’ve been a tie game or a 
one-goal game one way or the other.” 

After Walker scored twice in the first period, Fabbri cut his team’s deficit 
to 2-1 at 4:17 of the second. 

Even after Colton Parayko scored at 16:01 of the second to give the 
Blues back their two-goal lead, the Red Wings had ample time to mount 
a comeback. 

Those hopes were all but dashed when Walker deflected in a shot at 
9:27 of the third period to give St. Louis a 4-1 lead. 

“I thought we didn’t play horrible tonight,” Fabbri said. “We gave up some 
things, but we worked, we sustained some pressure in the O-zone. We 
just didn’t get enough bodies in front of the net. Lindgren was seeing a lot 
of the shots, so we made it easy for him.” 

Three of Fabbri’s eight goals have come against the Blues. He was 
moved up to the top line with Dylan Larkin and Lucas Raymond after 
Tyler Bertuzzi went into COVID protocol on Dec. 1. 

“He’s done a good job,” Blashill said. “I think Fabbs has played extremely 
hard all year. I’ve been happy with Fabbs’ game through most of the 
year. He knows how to score, so it’s good that he got rewarded. We’re 
going to need him to continue to play well.” 

Raymond made nice passes to set up both goals, increasing his team- 
and NHL-rookie leading point total to 24. He has tallied 16 points on the 
road. 

“Certainly, he has the ability to make plays in critical moments,” Blashill 
said. “I thought in those moments tonight that he played real good. But I 
wouldn’t say that’s how I judge it necessarily. I can’t sit here and tell you 
that his road game has been way better than his home game. It probably 
speaks to the fact that even with unfavorable matchups he can still 
produce offense, which is certainly a good sign.” 

The Red Wings face another unfavorable matchup Friday at Colorado 
(14-7-2). 
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Red Wings drop third-straight, fall to Avalanche 7-3 

 

Associated Press 

 

DENVER — Andre Burakovsky had two goals, Darren Helm scored in his 
first game against his former team, and the Colorado Avalanche became 
the first team in 26 years to score seven goals in three straight games 
with a 7-3 victory over the Detroit Red Wings on Friday. 

J.T. Compher had a goal in his return from an injury, Nathan MacKinnon, 
Samuel Girard and Cale Makar also scored, and Devon Toews had three 
assists for the Avalanche. They are the first team since Pittsburgh from 
Nov. 4-10, 1995 to score seven goals in three straight. 

Darcy Kuemper stopped 23 shots for Colorado, which built a 3-0 first-
period lead in its first home game following a 3-1-1 trip. 

Filip Hronek had a goal and an assist before leaving with an injury and 
Vladislav Namestnikov and Joe Veleno also scored for the Red Wings in 
their third straight loss and seventh in a row against Colorado. 

Thomas Greiss was yanked after allowing three goals on seven shots, 
with Alex Nedeljkovic making 31 saves in relief. 

Helm spent the previous 14 seasons in Detroit, debuting in the NHL as a 
21-year-old in 2007. He had 251 points in 744 regular-season games 
with the Red Wings and won the Stanley Cup in 2008. Helm signed a 
free-agent deal with Colorado in July. 

“It’s home,” Helm said of Detroit. 

Helm took a feed from Nicolas Aube-Kubel and scored on a breakaway 
at 10:49 of the first period to chase Greiss. 
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Compher, who had missed the previous 11 games with an upper-body 
injury, tipped in Toews’ shot at 5:01 of the first, and Andre Burakovsky 
scored off a one-timer just over two minutes later. 

After Veleno slipped a backhand past Kuemper to make it 3-2 at 3:21 of 
the second, the Avalanche responded with an offensive onslaught. 

MacKinnon and Burakovsky scored 23 seconds apart, and Girard made it 
6-2 less than three minutes later. 

The Avs were without leading scorer Nazem Kadri, who sustained a 
lower body injury Wednesday. But they welcomed back Compher, who 
played on the third line as the NHL’s highest-scoring team won its third 
straight and sixth in a row at home. 

Hronek went to the dressing room after Cale Makar cross-checked him 
into the boards late in the third period. Makar then scored an empty-net 
goal just after leaving the penalty box. 

LANDESKOG HURT 

Avs captain Gabriel Landeskog assisted on MacKinnon’s goal to extend 
his points streak to a career-high 10 games. But Landeskog left in the 
second period with a lower-body injury and didn’t return. 

RAYMOND SCARE 

Red Wings rookie Lucas Raymond went to the dressing room in the 
second period, but later returned after getting clipped in the right leg by 
Kurtis MacDermid near the benches. 

NOTES 

The Avs held a moment of silence for former Denver Broncos receiver 
Demaryius Thomas, who died Thursday at his suburban Atlanta home at 
the age of 33. … Bowen Byram (head) remained out for Colorado. … 
Tyler Bertuzzi and Marc Staal (COVID-19 protocols) were still missing 
from Detroit’s lineup. … It was Detroit coach Jeff Blashill’s 48th birthday. 
… Toews’ fourth straight multi-point game tied Jeff Brown’s team record 
for a defenseman set Nov. 12-19, 1988. 

UP NEXT 

Red Wings: Host the New York Islanders on Tuesday night. 

Avalanche: Home vs. Florida on Sunday night. 
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Walker’s 1st hat trick lifts Blues to 6-2 win over Red Wings 

 

By WARREN MAYES 

 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Nathan Walker scored his first career hat trick and 
fourth-string goaltender Charlie Lindgren made 29 saves, leading the St. 
Louis Blues to a 6-2 victory Thursday night over the Detroit Red Wings. 

St. Louis coach Craig Berube was happy to see his newcomers make 
those big contributions. 

“Very happy for him,” Berube said about Walker. “He’s a hard-working 
guy. Happy for Lindgren. He did his job. The team played well, though. 
We were pretty solid all game.” 

Down nine players due to injuries and COVID-19 issues, St. Louis has 
been scrambling. 

The Blues recalled Walker from their AHL affiliate, the Springfield 
Thunderbirds, under emergency conditions Wednesday. The 27-year-old 

Walker, from Wales, had previously dressed in 25 NHL games, recording 
three goals and two assists. 

Lindgren made his first start since March 7, 2020. He is fourth on the 
Blues’ depth chart. The 27-year-old saw his first NHL action in almost two 
calendar years on Tuesday against Florida and made three saves in 6:25 
of relief duty. 

“It’s pro hockey for you. I mean, you’re in Springfield one day and you’re 
up in Florida the next,” Lindgren said. “That’s just how it is. It’s our job to 
always be ready and it’s been a heck of a year down in Springfield so far. 
I felt like that really helps me to bring some momentum up here and 
definitely gain some confidence from that and just want to keep on going 
because it’s a really fun team be a part of.” 

Colton Parayko, Ivan Barbashev and Marco Scandella also scored for St. 
Louis. 

Robby Fabbri had both Detroit goals against his former club. 

“A win would have felt a lot better in this building against that team,” he 
said. 

Walker scored twice in the first period, almost matching his career total 
coming into the game. He added his third goal in the final period. 

“It was incredible. I guess that was it,” Walker said. “To get three I think is 
pretty special, but I’m just glad we could get the two points.” 

Walker scored at the 6:17 mark for a 1-0 lead. Brayden Schenn won a 
puck along the boards and Walker picked it up. His wrist shot from the 
top of the right circle went through the pads of goalie Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Walker’s second goal came at 16:47. Niko Mikkola skated with the puck 
into the zone and dropped it back to Walker. Skating into the left circle, 
his wrist shot beat Nedeljkovic on his glove side. 

Each team scored once in the second period. 

The Red Wings cut the lead to 2-1 when Fabbri scored from the right 
circle at 4:17. St. Louis got it back when Parayko tapped in a loose puck 
behind Nedlejkovic, who couldn’t corral a shot by Mikkola, at 16:01. 

Detroit switched to Thomas Greiss in net for the third period. Nedlejkovic 
stopped 16 of 18 shots. 

“Last time we played St. Louis he stole the game,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “So to me, it’s a night where their pucks just went in and it wasn’t 
necessarily anyone’s fault. We had some breakdowns, don’t get me 
wrong.” 

Two goals in 38 seconds in the final period put the game out of reach. 
First, Walker deflected a shot by Torey Krug at 9:27 for his hat trick. St. 
Louis made it 5-1 on a goal by Barbashev at 10:11. Barbashev has six 
goals in his last seven games. 

Detroit got its final goal when Fabbri scored at 15:27. 

Scandella added an empty-netter to complete the scoring. 

“I felt like we lost our game in the third,” Blashill said. “We had a couple 
of big breakdowns in our end. But it wasn’t a game where I was 
disappointed with the effort.” 

HOME SWEET HOME 

The Blues have won six straight at home. It’s their longest such streak 
since taking nine in a row from Dec. 12, 2019, through Jan. 13, 2020. 
“We’ve got to keep it going,” Berube said. “We’re over with this game. 
Tomorrow it’s back to work. That’s it. Get ready for Montreal.” 

ROSTER MOVES 

Red Wings: Recalled D Brian Lashoff from the Grand Rapids Griffins. … 
Placed D Gustav Lindstrom on injured reserve, retroactive to Dec. 4. 

Blues: Signed goaltender Jon Gillies to a one-year, two-way contract. 
Gillies, 27, has appeared in four AHL games overall this season, three 
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with Providence and one with Lehigh Valley. The 6-foot-6, 223-pound 
New Hampshire native has made 12 career NHL appearances, going 4-
5-1 with a 2.71 goals-against average and a .903 save percentage. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL 

Red Wings forward Tyler Bertuzzi and D Marc Staal remain out due to 
COVID-19 protocols. 

Blues: G Jordan Binnington, D Justin Faulk and C Tyler Bozak are on the 
COVID-19 protocol list. They are the seventh, eighth and ninth players on 
the team to miss games this season for St. Louis under the NHL’s 
protocols. Bozak is due to come off the list Friday and could play 
Saturday. Binnington and Faulk come off on Sunday. 

INJURIES 

Red Wings D Gustav Lindstrom (lower-body injury) did not make the trip. 

The Blues were without G Ville Husso (lower-body injury), D Jake 
Walman (upper-body injury), LW David Perron (upper-body injury), C 
Robert Thomas (lower-body injury), James Neal (upper-body injury) and 
Klim Kostin (upper-body injury). Perron took part in the morning skate. 

UP NEXT 

The Red Wings play at Colorado on Friday. 

The Blues host Montreal on Saturday. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Gary Bettman’s future, an Olympic update and 
more from the Board of Governors meeting 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Dec 10, 2021  

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Let’s begin by saying I think Gary Bettman will 
continue on as commissioner for a while yet. 

There’s no indication to think otherwise. And he still wants to do it. 

But there were some interesting happenings here over the past couple 
days at the Board of Governors meeting. 

For starters, what we observed Thursday morning standing in the 
hallways outside the Executive Committee meeting, the smaller group of 
owners who hold much sway in league operations, was Bettman standing 
outside the room for an extended stretch of time. 

In the 20-plus years I’ve been covering these meetings, I can’t recall 
seeing that. 

Which had my mind wandering, of course. Was the Executive Committee 
discussing a contract extension for the commissioner and needed him 
out of the room? Or a succession plan of sorts? Or his future in general? 

Honestly, I don’t know. 

I asked three owners who are members of the Executive Committee and 
none would comment. 

Then as the main board meetings wrapped up Friday, I approached 
Bruins owner Jeremy Jacobs, the Chairman of the Board, and asked him 
if the Executive Committee was discussing any form of succession plan 
or the commissioner’s future. 

Jacobs politely re-directed any of those questions to the commissioner. 

And so finally, that’s what I did. 

My exact question in the news conference: “Gary, during the Executive 
Committee meeting yesterday, I heard some talk that your future was 
addressed in that meeting, is there a succession plan in play here? Can 
you address your future as commissioner?’’ 

Bettman responded: “I plan on being here for a long time. So you’re still 
stuck with me.’’ 

My colleague Elliotte Friedman later in the news conference followed up 
by asking Bettman, 69, if he had received a contract extension this week. 

“I never discuss my personal situation. As I said, I’m going to be here for 
a while,’’ said Bettman, who has been NHL commissioner since 1993. 
“Which shouldn’t surprise anybody because I don’t know why anybody 
thought I was going anywhere.’’ 

Now, it’s important to note that Bettman’s contract details are never 
announced publicly. He has always refused to confirm where his contract 
stood over the years. 

So whether he did sign an extension, or whether there was talk of any 
kind of eventual succession plan, I can’t say with any authority. 

But my spider-sense was definitely going over the past couple of days. 

Olympic update 

If there was any doubt how the NHL feels about going to the Beijing 
Olympics, those were completely erased Friday. 

I didn’t hear from a single owner who seemed at all enthused about it. 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly made a detailed presentation to 
governors Friday on the current state of the Olympic situation ahead of 
Beijing. 

In short, the league will honor its CBA commitment to the players as far 
as going to Beijing if that’s still what the players ultimately want to do, but 
it’s pretty clear the league would welcome pulling out. 

“As part of the extension of the collective bargaining agreement, 20 or so 
months ago, we made a promise to give the players, if they so desired 
and the appropriate arrangements could be made, to have the players 
participate in the Olympics,’’ Bettman said. “I think you all know that we 
have real concerns about that, even pre-COVID in terms of the impact on 
the season. Our concerns have only been magnified.’’ 

But, Bettman continued, the league will keep its promise. 

“Subject to the caveat that if our own season is in trouble because of 
COVID, not to go, which would require a joint decision with the Players’ 
Association … we have concerns, and we’ve expressed those to the 
Players’ Association, and we see that a number of players are now 
expressing concerns,” Bettman said. “We’ll have to see how this 
ultimately plays out, but there are a number of open issues and I know 
the Players’ Association has a concern about them.” 

As I wrote about Thursday, in my interview with NHLPA executive 
director Don Fehr, while the players still want to go, they also still have 
concerns and unanswered questions such as the length of quarantine in 
China if they test positive for COVID-19, as well as whether players could 
leave the country in that case or have to serve the full quarantine there. 

“We don’t have certainty on either of those issues yet,’’ Daly said. “The 
Beijing Organizing Committee is supposed to issue a new (playbook) 
which actually was supposed to be issued seven to 10 days ago. It is not 
finalized yet so we don’t have any certainty on that.’’ 

And again, as Fehr told me Thursday, the NHLPA is also eagerly 
awaiting that playbook to get more clarity on key questions. 

But as I’ve said before, this does feel like it’s the players who will decide 
on Beijing. They wanted to go and pushed for Olympic participation in the 
last CBA extension. It’s their call now to pull out if they want. 

A notion Bettman didn’t disagree with. 
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“I don’t think this is going to be the ideal Olympic experience in terms of 
the lockdowns in the Olympic village and everything else that’s going on,” 
Bettman said. “But again, we made a promise to the players and we’re 
going to, to the best of our ability, adhere to it.’’ 

And in truth, the league and NHLPA have similar concerns right now. 

“I don’t anticipate being on a different page than the Players’ Association 
on these issues,’’ Daly said. 

Daly also clarified the Jan. 10 deadline for the NHL and NHLPA to opt 
out of the Olympics isn’t a hard deadline as much as the date in which 
financial penalties don’t apply. 

“Everybody’s been talking about Jan. 10 as a critical date, in our 
agreement there is no deadline for us to say we’re not going to Beijing,’’ 
Daly said. “It can certainly be past Jan. 10, it depends on how 
circumstances play out. Jan. 10 just has to do with financial responsibility 
for costs at that given point in time.’’ 

What about that three-week break? 

If the NHL and NHLPA do pull out, there are questions as to what 
happens with those three empty weeks on the schedule. 

My sense recently was that the league would attempt to unclog some of 
the busier stretches for some clubs if their arena availabilities allow for 
re-scheduled games. 

“We talked about that a little bit at the board meeting today,’’ Daly said. 
“As a practical matter, the clubs have used those dates to book other 
events. Whether there may be some games being able to schedule in 
that week, don’t know yet. Certainly, we’d look at what the possibilities 
are.’’ 

Bettman added the league would have to work with the NHLPA when it 
came to deciding what to do with that three-week gap. 

The fact is, the league did ask clubs to try to keep their buildings mostly 
open during that stretch in case there was an Olympic pull-out, but 
understandably some teams went ahead and took the sure revenue in 
concert dates. 

Coyotes watch 

Not surprisingly, Bettman played down the situation in Arizona, 
chronicled this week by The Athletic’s Katie Strang, where the City of 
Glendale is playing hardball with the Coyotes about continuing to play in 
their arena. 

“There’s no issue with the Arizona Coyotes,’’ Bettman said. “It’s clear that 
the city of Glendale has either an agenda or an edge in the way they’re 
dealing with the Coyotes. I think there was miscommunication, all of the 
outstanding obligations have been brought current. How that happened, 
again, was a long story and a miscommunication but it’s been taken care 
of. 

“And I know (Coyotes owner) Alex Meruelo is committed to Arizona and 
is working on a plan for a new arena (in Tempe), which is probably what 
is agitating the City of Glendale. The new arena would be in a place 
where I think everybody would find it much more accessible and would 
improve the short-term and long-term fortunes of the club. 

“But again, it’ll take a couple of years to build and the fact the City of 
Glendale wouldn’t want the club to remain in their building on an interim 
basis speaks volumes about the way they’re approaching this. But we 
can deal with all that.’’ 

All of which is to say that, whether it’s the idea of Houston or Quebec 
City, Bettman insists the Coyotes aren’t being re-located. 

“The Coyotes aren’t going anywhere,” said Bettman, before adding with a 
chuckle: “They’re going somewhere else other than Glendale, but they’re 
not leaving the greater Phoenix area.’’ 

As for Quebec City, Bettman confirmed he has a meeting planned with 
Quebec government officials in January, but beyond that played down 
the significance. 

“Other than scheduling the meeting, I don’t know what the specifics are 
of what they want to talk about other than at 10,000 feet we can all figure 
that out,’’ said Bettman. 

NHL revenues 

Bettman announced league revenues were bouncing back from the 
damage caused by the pandemic in 2019-20 and 2020-21 to the point 
where the league expects to top the $5-billion mark, which is above initial 
projections. 

“The business of the game has come back strong,’’ Bettman said. 

Which is good news just as much for players who, of course, share 50-50 
in hockey-related revenue. 

The 2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons were damaging, though. 

“It cost the clubs a lot of money,’’ Bettman said. “Because our revenues, 
particularly from gate receipts in a shortened season last year, were 
diminished. The ’19-’20 season where we took the pause and then went 
into the bubble without fans, our revenues, I don’t know, were probably 
off about a billion dollars. And last season somewhere between $2.5 
billion and $3 billion that we were off in revenues.’’ 

The good news for the league is it says it’s on the comeback trail now. 

Return of the World Cup? 

Daly revealed Fehr reached out a few weeks ago to suggest the two 
sides start talking about potentially bringing back the World Cup of 
Hockey, which hasn’t been held since Sept. 2016 in Toronto. 

Bettman then said the World Cup isn’t on the front-burner but is 
something they will talk about at some point. 

“When we can come up for air I think it’s something that we would be 
pursuing together,’’ Bettman said. 

The natural window would be 2024, in between the 2022 and 2026 
Winter Games. 

Or, Bettman added, maybe a World Cup instead of the Olympics? Good 
luck selling that to the NHLPA as it pertains to the 2026 Winter Games in 
Italy. The players will most definitely want to be there. As they should. 

Hall of Fame gets some dough 

The league invited Hockey Hall of Fame chairman Lanny McDonald to 
address governors Thursday, a presentation which was well-received by 
owners and ultimately led to a yes vote on forking over $7 million in total 
to the Hall’s development and prevention fund, Bettman announced. 

Times have been tough through the pandemic for the Hall. 

“We had been asked by the league to come down and do a presentation, 
where we’re at, how we’re managing to get through this darn pandemic, 
and what it’s going to look like down the road,’’ McDonald told The 
Athletic. 

Not to be too blunt, but basically, aside from gate receipts, the Hall lives 
on the generosity of sponsors. 

“We have worked extremely hard and our sponsors have been so 
receptive to us finding ways to keep them on board, extending their 
contracts just to make sure that we’re taking care of them and allowing 
them some flexibility as well,” McDonald said. 

“It’s been a challenge (during the pandemic), there’s no question about it. 
And we’re not through it yet. Hopefully, we stay on such a clear path as 
to how we get out of this and hopefully we don’t get shut down again 
because when you have no revenue coming into the door, especially 
from gate revenue for over a year, those losses mount up.’’ 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Florida reclaims top spot as 
Philadelphia tumbles towards the bottom 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Dec 10, 2021  

 

We’re in the dog days of December here, things are starting to take 
shape around the league and there’s much less week-to-week movement 
in The Only Rankings That Matter. 

That’s bad news for us, the writers, who have to think of shit to say on a 
weekly basis, and it won’t be long before we go back into our bag of 
gimmicks to keep things interesting. December means a holiday-themed 
ranking at some point, but we’ll save that one for next week. Maybe. 

This week, it’s the usual fare as we go through which teams look the best 
based on their ability, their results, their expected results and The Vibes. 

The Vibes don’t lie. 

Except for last week, when the vibes pointed towards Toronto. They lied 
then, but that’s on us — we should’ve known better. That was the 
exception, not the rule. 

There’s a new No. 1 in town, the same No. 1, as usual, this year. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 17-4-4 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: The Panthers wound up back in the No. 1 spot basically by default, 
thanks to a (yes) rough week (YES) by the team that briefly took over 
(OH GOD YES). A win and a loss against St. Louis is basically a wash. 
Aleksander Barkov came back after three weeks on the shelf, which was 
good, then left the game, which was bad, then practiced, which was 
good. 

Kind of a random stat about Jonathan Huberdeau here, but he’s seventh 
in the league in secondary assists/60. I don’t bring that up to rip him, 
either. It’s interesting stuff to see from a winger. Feels like it says 
something about how much work he does after entering the zone. He’s a 
good player! 

Dom: We’ve been looking for excuses to mix things up with the top spot 
and winning 15 of 17 was a good one. This week it was a bit difficult to 
find one. The Panthers may have split the two games against St. Louis, 
but they were close by score only. Florida dominated both affairs and it 
honestly looked like the Panthers were playing a different sport last 
Saturday ripping 50 shots on Ville Husso. With Barkov back, this team is 
as deep as they come. 

Sean: We’ve mentioned Ville Husso in consecutive weeks now. Not sure 
I knew he existed before that, but I’m glad he’s around. 

Dom: I was extremely aware of Husso because my betting group chat 
would say “HUSSO” in caps lock any time he was announced as the 
starter. He was an auto fade. Imagine seeing Florida do this against 
Husso and needing a comeback shootout win to get it done. He looks 
legit this year. Goalies! 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 17-5-4 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: Got to see Tampa Bay live on Thursday night as the Lightning 
came through Toronto. They were missing several key members of the 
band (Nikita Kucherov, Brayden Point, Anthony Cirelli, Erik Cernak and 
Brent Seabrook) and it didn’t seem to matter too much — that’s a well-
oiled machine. The depth is coming through, Steven Stamkos is playing 
like he’s 25 again, and Andrei Vasilevskiy remains one of the league’s 
best. The Lightning are now 8-1-1 since Point’s injury. 

Sean: It was one of those games — and there have been plenty — that 
makes me wonder why we thought Stamkos was going to hit a cliff this 
season. That’s a lie, actually; I know why we wondered that. But he 
hasn’t. Four assists is a nice night. 

3. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 19-6-1 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: The Wild being a Capital “W” Wagon despite Kevin Fiala scoring 
just three goals through the team’s first 25 games sounds made up. That 
they can keep winning the way they have without his offensive 
contributions shows how deep this group is. Same with how many wins 
they racked up without Jared Spurgeon in the lineup. He came back 
Thursday night and Fiala scored his first in seven games. They might just 
keep rolling here and we might need to start spelling wagon with 19 W’s. 
That’s how many Minnesota has to lead the league. 

Sean: Kirill Kaprizov is 12th in points per game, Mats Zuccarello is 21st 
and Ryan Hartman is scoring enough goals to make us check on whether 
he’s eligible for the American Olympic team. (He is not). But yeah, I like 
sifting through stats and seeing Wild guys all over the place.”Hey, 
Marcus Foligno is a tick behind Matt Duchene in goals/60! How about 
that!” 

Morgan Rielly (Dan Hamilton / USA TODAY) 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 18-8-2 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: As a wise man asked last week, “How do you feel about this?” 

Dom: It is Power Rankings Tradition that the minute a team is moved up 
because It Feels Like We Have No Choice, they will go on a losing skid 
to revert back to their rightful place. As someone who bet on Minnesota, 
Winnipeg and Tampa Bay, though, I feel quite good about it. I move that 
come playoff time we just rank them 16th right at the start, though. 

Sean: Now now, they might get there on their own. 

5. Washington Capitals 

Record: 16-4-6 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: We talked about Huberdeau as a playmaking winger, but what 
about this guy? 
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PLAYERS OVER THE LAST 25 SEASONS (1996-97 TO PRESENT) 
WITH 20+ GOALS AND 20+ ASSISTS IN THEIR TEAM'S FIRST 26 
GAMES OF A SEASON: 

JAROMIR JAGR (1999-2000) 

DANIEL ALFREDSSON (2005-06) 

LEON DRAISAITL (2021-22) 

ALEX OVECHKIN (2021-22 VIA A 1ST PERIOD HELPER FOR THE 
@CAPITALS TONIGHT) PIC.TWITTER.COM/KVJZSNSOH0 

— STATSCENTRE (@STATSCENTRE) DECEMBER 7, 2021 

Maybe Gretzky’s other big record is going down, too. By the way, 
Wednesday against the Ducks was the Caps’ first post-regulation win on 
the season. You always remember your first. 

Dom: If Ovechkin can Benjamin Button his way to playing until he’s 50 
years old while steadily increasing his scoring each season as he has 
this year, I say he does it. 

6. Calgary Flames 

Record:15-6-6 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: One of the weirdest Flames things this year is that they’re 11-4-2 
on the road, but just 4-2-4 at home. Feels like that’s something that 
should correct itself over time, especially considering they have the 
league’s best expected goals percentage at home by a sizable margin – 
63.7 percent to 57.9 percent for the team in second. 

Sean: They’ve also played eight games in overtime and lost six of them. 
That only matters if you’re in a battle for a playoff spot, and they’re in no 
imminent danger there, but … I dunno. Kind of a weird team. In more 
positive news, since we’re in the middle of doing our Olympic projections. 
I’m pretty sure they have nine guys who could conceivably make their 
respective national teams; Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk, Andrew 
Mangiapane, Jacob Markstrom, Mikael Backlund, Elias Lindholm, 
Rasmus Andersson, Dan Vladar and Juuso Valimaki. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 14-7-2 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 8 

Sean: Nazem Kadri has two more points (34) than he did in 56 games 
last season. Naturally, he got hurt late in the Avs’ win over the Rangers. I 
sincerely hope he’s not out for any real amount of time; I demand to 
know how the world reacts to, like, a top-five points season by him. 
Probably with lots of jokes about getting suspended during the playoffs. 

Dom: If this Kadri season is The Real Deal and the Avalanche have one 
of the best 2C’s to go with one of the best top lines, one of the best top 
fours, plus decent depth (hello, Logan O’Connor!) on top of that… why 
are we still pretending this isn’t a top-five team? 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 18-6-1 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Jaccob Slavin dropped a 32-minute game Thursday night against 
the Flames and casually pulled this off too. 

JACCOB SLAVIN SAVIN' THE DAY.   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/U8HFLLTNOL 

— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) DECEMBER 10, 2021 

That American defense corps at the Olympics is going to be unreal. 

Sean: Can they trade one of them for a 2C? That’d be neat. Reminds me 
of an old HFboards rumor that Anze Kopitar would get U.S. citizenship in 
time for the 2014 Games. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 17-5-3 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: This whole time, we’ve been giving all sorts of credit to Igor 
Shesterkin for the Rangers’ success. Hear me out: Is it possible that he 
isn’t actually good? Alexander Georgiev, in two games and change after 
Shesterkin’s injury, stopped 61 of 63 shots. Definitely not a hot streak by 
a backup, no sirree. Either way, that’s the sort of thing that’ll make some 
more meh five-on-five numbers hold up. Six goals on 33 shots from 
Adam Huska against the Avs … less so. 

Dom: The Rangers are very quietly second in the league in points 
percentage. They’re also 12th in goal differential. Call it welcome 
regression from last season, when for much of the season they were a 
top 10 team by goal differential, but nowhere close to a playoff spot. In 
both cases, we were yelled at for their placement in The Rankings. In 
both cases, we were absolutely correct. We always are. 

The Edmonton Oilers (Perry Nelson / USA TODAY) 

10. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 16-9-0 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: The Oilers, who many bemoaned were not high enough in The 
Rankings because of their record, now have the 10th-best points 
percentage in hockey after losing four straight. We have them 10th. 
Where they belong. Thursday night’s game against Boston was a 
dominant one and more efforts like that will lead to a climb up these 
rankings and the standings, but we haven’t seen that consistently enough 
from them this year. 

Sean: Pound for pound, I’m not sure any fanbase has complained more 
about their placement than the Oilers. The universe has a way. But yeah, 
it’s tough to imagine a more encouraging loss than the one against 
Boston. They dummied the B’s at five-on-five. Nobody does that. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 12-8-5 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: The only thing more inevitable than a major hot streak by Jake 
Gunetzel (13-game point streak) is a significant injury to Jake Guentzel. 
He blocked a shot with his hand on Monday, and now he’s “week to 
week,” which … I think we can all guess what happened. We’re dumb, 
but not that dumb. Anyway, it seems like Kasperi Kapanen is going to get 
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a turn with The Evan Rodrigues Line (featuring Sidney Crosby). We’ll see 
how that works — Kapanen hasn’t been good this season, totaling five 
goals, nine assists and looking rough in the process. 

Dom: Just when things start turning for the Penguins — back-to-back 
dominant wins — they get dealt with a major setback. Whatever, if 
Rodrigues can suddenly be a top-line caliber player like Guentzel and 
Bryan Rust before him, then this latest Guentzel injury simply leaves 
room for the next guy up to impress. 

*throws a dart at a board filled with random Pittsburgh forwards* 

Drew O’Connor, come on down. 

12. Boston Bruins 

Record: 13-8-2 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: The Bruins are on a 100-point pace which is basically exactly in 
line with preseason expectations, but it just doesn’t feel that way with 
how frustrating their season has been. That’s still only good enough for 
seventh in the East — well below sixth — and doesn’t line up with how 
dominant they look some nights. This might just be who they are. 

Sean: I don’t know where the points are going to come from, and if 
anyone on the top line misses legit time, they might as well just sim the 
rest of the season. Still, something is stopping me from fully cutting the 
cord. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 15-10-0 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: It feels like the Reilly Smith trade rumors are about to heat up, if 
only because he’s a pending free agent who makes $5 million and 
someone needs to go to make space for Jack Eichel, but that’d be kind of 
a bummer. Long live the Misfit line. 

Actually, that reminds me of my favorite tweet of the week. 

THAT JACK EICHEL IS BACK SKATING IS AMAZING. THAT HE’S 
ACTUALLY BEEN BACK SKATING FOR ALMOST 2 WEEKS IN TRULY 
REMARKABLE. PEOPLE AROUND EICHEL BELIEVE HE WILL 
ACTUALLY BE A BETTER PLAYER WHEN FULLY HEALED. I’M TOLD 
“30 TO 40” PERCENT BETTER. 

— JOHN SHANNON (@JSHANNONHL) DECEMBER 4, 2021 

Forty-percent improved Jack Eichel is … what exactly? RoboCop? 

Dom: Smith has 19 points in 25 games this year and is usually a playoff 
savant. Doesn’t feel like a great choice, but Vegas doesn’t really have a 
lot of choices once RoboCop comes back. It felt like Evgeny Dadonov 
was the obvious one, but he’s looked decent himself this season. 

The Dallas Stars (Stephen R. Sylvanie / USA TODAY) 

14. Dallas Stars 

Record: 13-8-2 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Sean and I had some Olympic roster chats with friend of The 
Rankings Corey Pronman Thursday afternoon and there was a really 
tough question posed: is Jason Robertson going to make Team USA? It 
feels almost preposterous to leave him off — he’s got 20 points in 17 
games and an expected goals rate north of 60 percent — but he may not 
fit on a roster flush with talented wingers. My Team USA has Robertson 
on it, but it doesn’t feel like the real one will. 

Sean: My boy, I think that shot Jake Guentzel blocked may have just put 
Robertson on the team. Playing Robertson with Joe Pavelski in Beijing 
seems almost too easy. 

Dom: We may have to do some last-minute tinkering. 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 15-8-5 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: I was legitimately taken aback — and thrilled by — the amount of 
play the Zegras-Milano lob got here in the U.S. All over ESPN. All over 
Good Morning America, apparently. Michael B. Jordan thought it was 
cool. Whole nine yards. 

MICHAEL B. JORDAN WAS IMPRESSED BY TREVOR ZEGRAS’S 
CHIP PASS OVER THE NET   PIC.TWITTER.COM/NNIWJ3CHJJ 

— THE SPORTING NEWS (@SPORTINGNEWS) DECEMBER 8, 2021 

A cool player doing cool shit for a team that could use it. Not sure how 
you follow that, but the coolest thing is that Zegras has years and years 
to figure it out. 

Dom: The only way this would’ve been better for the game is if Zegras 
was wearing the Mighty Ducks jersey while doing it. Also really loved this 
edit from Bleacher Report. 

DR. ZEGRAS PULLED THIS MOVE STRAIGHT OUT OF THE 
MULTIVERSE ✨ PIC.TWITTER.COM/ZJT1EPBMXG 

— B/R OPEN ICE (@BR_OPENICE) DECEMBER 8, 2021 

16. Nashville Predators 

Record: 15-10-1 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Scoring goals can be a tricky thing in the big leagues. Matt 
Duchene experienced that last season and Eeli Tolvanen has learned it 
the hard way this year. But he’s back now. 

AFTER 22 CONSECUTIVE GAMES WITHOUT A GOAL, EELI 
TOLVANEN HAS SCORED IN THREE IN A ROW. 

— ADAM VINGAN (@ADAMVINGAN) DECEMBER 10, 2021 

His most recent was a game-winner with just 12 seconds left on the 
clock. It’s nice to see a guy whose underlying process is strong get 
rewarded like that. If he can develop as expected then Nashville is a 
much scarier team than we all thought they’d be. 

Sean: Wonder if the Finnish Olympic team was watching that    

Dom: Oh we’re doing emojis now?   

17. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 14-8-4 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 11, 2021 

 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: You said it earlier, but that split with the Panthers was hilarious. 
I’m sure Blues fans will be mad that they dropped this far after a win over 
the No. 1 team, but … 

Uh-uh. Not happening a second time. Anyway, I loved this bit from 
Jeremy Rutherford: “There are 26 players in the NHL with 25 or more 
points this season, and Jordan Kyrou ranks dead last among those 26 in 
ice time. Could he be putting up more offense with more minutes? Or is 
he being used just right?” 

I choose Option B. 

Dom: I choose Option A. Playing him that little feels like the type of 
galaxy brain shit that has the Blues in the middle of the pack here rather 
than pushing for the top 10. Play your stars — and for the Blues, that’s 
Kyrou. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 13-9-4 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom: Kyle Connor with a multi-goal game. Connor Hellebuyck with a 
shutout. The only way Winnipeg’s win against Seattle would’ve been 
more on-brand was if the Jets were also badly outchanced and if Mark 
Scheifele got an empty-net point. 

Speaking of Scheifele, he’s got nine points in his last four games as his 
scoring gets back on track. It felt like he was playing his way off Olympic 
consideration to start the season — I wonder if a little December hot 
streak can get him back on track just in time for roster selection. 

Sean: Doesn’t that mean his possession numbers are going to tank? He 
can’t do both. We’ve established that. 

19. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 14-11-1 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: The Sharks seem destined to at least hang around for most of the 
season. They’re 13th in the league in expected goal share. Not sure I’d 
pick them to outgun Winnipeg or Vegas for a playoff spot — actually, I’m 
pretty sure I wouldn’t — but they’re bringing it. Timo Meier has 26 points, 
by the way, which puts him seventh in the NHL at 4.13/60. Maybe he 
should play a little more, too. 

Dom: When Meier is on the ice the Sharks have a 62 percent expected 
goals rate. When he’s off that plummets to 45 percent. He is the reason 
the team is 13th and not bottom five. 

Sean: …maybe they’re not destined to hang around for most of the 
season. 

Lucas Raymond (Rick Osentoski / USA TODAY) 

20. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 13-11-3 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: Lucas Raymond had two assists in a 6-2 loss against the Blues, a 
nice reminder of how great he’s been in his rookie season and a sad 
reminder that he will not be an Olympian for Sweden. The long lists? I 
don’t like them! 

Sean: Oh readers, I wish you could’ve seen Dom’s face when I told him 
that all signs point to Raymond staying home during the tournament. In 
the Red Wings’ next seven games, they play the Avs twice, the Rangers, 
the Hurricanes and the Wild. We’ll know everything we need to know 
about them after that. 

21. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 10-9-5 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: Since coming back from injury, Jack Hughes has just one goal and 
one assist in five games and got caved in on the shot clock over the first 
three games. The last two have been encouraging on that front though 
and he likely needs some time to get acclimated again to get back on his 
rocket-like trajectory. For the sake of the team’s future cap, he better. 

Sean: I liked this piece on Dawson Mercer from Shayna Goldman. 

22. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 10-15-2 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I don’t know how the Jim Rutherford Era in Vancouver is going to 
work out — there seems to be some, uh, understandable skepticism in 
some relevant corners — but I’m hoping it doesn’t take the shine off the 
Bruce Boudreau era. “Bruce, There It Is” has gotten more than enough 
run, but I think this is my favorite moment so far. 

BRUCE BOUDREAU: MY PHILOSOPHY, IN A NUTSHELL, IS WHY DO 
WE LET TEAMS IN OUR ZONE, EVER? #CANUCKS 
@SPORTSNET650 

— BRENDAN BATCHELOR (@BATCHHOCKEY) DECEMBER 7, 2021 

It’s good to have him back. I’m sure Brock Boeser would agree. 

Dom: Until Jim Rutherford trades him in a month. 

Sean: For Kasperi Kapanen. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 10-10-4 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: I have no idea what to make of this Kings team. On some nights 
they look really impressive, like they’re on the verge of taking the next 
step. On other nights they look exactly like a team who deserves to be 
near the bottom of the league. That lack of consistency is why they’re 
here. Every team has off nights, but the best teams have much fewer. 
The Kings aren’t there yet. 

Sean: Last season, I whined about never having anything interesting to 
say about the Ducks. That honor now resides, slightly, to the north. 
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Dom: That’s all I could think about starting this one. “What the hell do I 
say?” and “why does this feel familiar?” 

24. New York Islanders 

Record: 6-11-5 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom: The Islanders’ season gets funnier every game. Up 3-2 with eight 
minutes left? Tie game. Going to overtime to salvage a point? Oops, 
that’s a loss with 12 seconds left. The Islanders may have snapped an 
11-game losing streak earlier this week, but losing in that fashion means 
they don’t climb much. 

Sean: How many guys on this roster are in the process of playing 
themselves off Olympic rosters? I’m setting the over/under at 2.5. It’s 
good that their new arena has all those bars in it, though. 

Dom: Mathew Barzal, Adam Pelech and Semyon Varlamov looked like 
very good bets before the season started. They may indeed go 0 for 3 
there, but I still think Barzal and Pelech should be on Team Canada. It’s 
not their fault this team sucks. 

Sean: Barzal has 14 points and a 46.52 expected goals share. It’s kind of 
his fault. 

Jared McCann (Steven Bisig / USA TODAY) 

25. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 9-15-2 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: This week’s episode of The Philipp Grubauer Show was a good 
one. The Penguins chased him with three goals on four shots. It seems 
like he’s in the process of being OK against the Jets, but … good lord. 
They got passed in points percentage by the Canucks this week. The 
Canucks! 

Dom: Grubauer has played 20 games this year and I believe he has 
allowed a goal on one of the first three shots he’s faced in 19 of those 
games. Give or take. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 13-11-1 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: The Blue Jackets are now 20th in the league in points percentage 
after a very hot start, much closer to where many expected they’d be to 
start the season. I don’t think they’re done falling just yet, but I do know 
that Cam Lawrence, an analytical consultant for the team, is probably 
done tweeting their record at me anytime I post playoff odds. 

Sean: Expected goals share of 45.37 and falling. Oof. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 10-14-2 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom: This is one of the coolest things I’ve seen in a while. For a player to 
get their name chanted by opposing fans? That’s special and takes a 
truly beloved figure for it to happen. Marc-Andre Fleury is that guy. 

  FLEURY FLEURY FLEURY 

BRAVO TO THE FANS AT CENTRE BELL TONIGHT AND BRAVO TO 
MARC-ANDRE FLEURY FOR 500 CAREER WINS.   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/TZFNRXTVID 

— NHL (@NHL) DECEMBER 10, 2021 

Sean: He’s from there. Not impressed. 

Dom: Thinking about the Toronto faithful chanting “Wilson! Wilson!” when 
the hometown boy earns his league record 50th suspension one day. 

Sean: One of the only Phish references I can make. 

Dom: No lie, this is the first Phish song I’ve ever heard. It was fine. 

Sean: Every other year dating back to 2001, I check to see if I like Phish. 
Still a firm no. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 7-16-1 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: Three straight wins over teams that are varying degrees of good? 
Nobody in the organization did anything embarrassing or weird? That’s a 
good week in Ottawa, baby! Drake Batherson is assembling himself a 
nice little season, though. He’s at 21 points and a team-leading expected 
goals share of nearly 55. 

Dom: Does losing to the Islanders count as embarrassing? 

Sean: A rare situation where each team should’ve been ashamed to lose. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 8-14-3 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: It was really fun for a bit when the Sabres inexplicably started 5-1-
1. They’re 3-13-2 since. Ah, that’s more like it. 

Sean: Here’s a fun one: of the 12 goalies with the worst goals saved 
above expected in the league this season, five have played for the 
Sabres at some point over the last three seasons. Two currently do. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 8-12-4 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: The last time the Flyers won a game by more than one goal was 
Nov. 2, against the Coyotes. Since then, they’ve gone 3-10-3, been 
outscored by 33 (61-28) and lost their last 10 games. This team is a 
trainwreck. I watched their 3-0 loss to the Devils on Wednesday and 
almost felt bad. 

Dom: *me looking at my “Philadelphia Flyers: Under 94.5 points” and 
“Philadelphia Flyers: Miss Playoffs” pre-season bet tickets* — actually, I 
am quite enjoying this. 
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Touched on the Flyers a bit in 16 Stats earlier this week and it’s not just 
the results: the team’s underlying process has been horrific. No chances 
for, too many chances against; even-strength, special teams – it doesn’t 
matter, they’re bad everywhere. Evolving Wild had a tweet yesterday 
checking in on the underlying metrics from teams with 10 game losing 
streaks. The Flyers had the third-worst expected goals rate and Corsi. 
You know things are bad when you compare poorly to other 10-game 
losing streaks. 

HERE ARE ALL 10+ GAME LOSING STREAKS SINCE THE 07-08 
SEASON ALONG WITH EACH TEAM'S 5V5 GF%, CF%, AND XGF% 
DURING THOSE STREAKS (SCORE/VENUE ADJUSTED). 

THE FLYERS' CURRENT LOSING STREAK HAS BEEN PRETTY 
ROUGH (ONLY 14-15 BUF AND 08-09 NYI HAD A WORSE CF%). 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/RUGAAKQGE6 

— EVOLVINGWILD (@EVOLVINGWILD) DECEMBER 9, 2021 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 6-19-3 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank:  31 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom: For the worst teams, there’s a point in every year where the 
season is already lost, the injuries pile up and the roster is now mostly 
occupied by randomly generated names. In some circles, it’s called 
Buffalo Bingo. 

Thursday night, Montreal was without Brendan Gallagher, Tyler Toffoli, 
Josh Anderson, Christian Dvorak, Joel Armia, Paul Byron, Jeff Petry, 
Joel Edmundson, and of course Carey Price. That’s… a lot of talent. In 
their place were guys like Laurent Dauphin and Jesse Ylonen among 
others who’ve already suited up for more games than anybody expected. 
Someone named Michael Pezzetta has suited up for 14 games. 

Sean: Good for Pez. Honestly, good for all those guys. Their pension 
starts vesting at 20 games. 

Scott Wedgewood (Jerome Miron / USA TODAY) 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 5-18-2 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: This is Arizona’s home, but lucky for the Coyotes it’s rent-free. 

Sean: We were going to have them at No. 31, but we sent the rankings 
too late. Much as we all love the “Actually, we made a mistake and forget 
to pay everyone” excuse, wouldn’t you have rather heard “We’re broke, 
sorry” or “We just didn’t feel like paying anyone?” Because I think I 
would. Also, has anything relevant taken place (on ice) for them this 
season? I honestly don’t think so. The rest of the horrible teams at least 
have had some quasi-memorable moments. Not here. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How sweep it is: Canucks go 3-0 in first week under 
Boudreau 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER — The Vancouver Canucks not only won their week, they 
swept it. Next week, the world! 

Well, the world is pretty big and so, too, is the deep, dark hole the 
Canucks played themselves into while getting general manager Jim 
Benning and head coach Travis Green fired. But at least the players are 
finally moving back towards daylight and the vapour trails of the National 
Hockey League playoff race. 

Sensational work by goalie Thatcher Demko and a one-handed shootout 
winner by Elias Pettersson gave Vancouver a 4-3 victory Friday night 
against the Winnipeg Jets and the Canucks’ longest winning streak of a 
season divided between the before and after of the Benning regime, 
which ended Sunday. 

Remaining Time -1:58 

Demko on Canucks: 'It's desperation right now from us' 

The team is 3-0 this week under new head coach Bruce Boudreau, who 
looked at the abyss separating the Canucks from the playoffs and 
decided they should tackle the gap one week at a time. So just win the 
week, Boudreau said. 

The Canucks did better than that. 

“With what happened, with the changes, you know, people lose their job,” 
Canucks winger Conor Garland said Friday night. “It’s not directly their 
fault. You feel some responsibility as players and it doesn’t feel good 
when people lose their jobs because of how you’ve been playing. We 
had to respond and kind of snap out of it a little bit and just start playing 
better. Obviously, when someone loses their job, it’s never fun. But you 
move on just try to win hockey games.” 

People were still losing their jobs Friday, as assistant GM Chris Gear and 
director of hockey operations and analytics Jonathan Wall, both local 
guys whose employment with the Canucks preceded Benning’s arrival in 
2014, were terminated the day after owner Francesco Aquilini hired Jim 
Rutherford to be his new team president. 

That brought to six the number of senior people from hockey-ops who 
lost their jobs this week. But the players, re-energized by Boudreau’s 
enthusiasm and positivity, haven’t lost since the purge began. 

Friday’s game was their poorest of the three, as they bled shots and 
scoring chances to the Jets. But Demko was brilliant, his 34 saves 
including an overtime stunner on Kyle Connor and breakaway stops on 
Blake Wheeler and Nicolaj Ehlers, and his Vancouver teammates were 
resilient and opportunistic. 

Vancouver survived an apparent go-ahead goal by Winnipeg’s Andrew 
Copp in the second period, disallowed on a coach’s challenge due to 
Pierre-Luc Dubois’s bump on Demko. 

“We probably traded too many chances, more than probably we’d like to,” 
Garland said. “But that’s why we’ve got Demmer back there and he’s one 
of the best goalies in the league. So maybe too many shots tonight but 
back to work tomorrow. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“We’ve won three in a row for the first time all year. (But) the feeling’s 
kind of the same; we’ve got a long way to go. Just try to keep playing well 
and string along some wins.” 

Game 5 of Vancouver’s six-game homestand — and Game 4 of the 
Boudreau era — is Sunday against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

After surrendering just one goal in the first two wins under Boudreau, the 
Canucks allowed the Jets three in the first 31 minutes on Friday and 
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were fortunate to have the fourth one called back at 13:04 of the second 
period. 

Only divine intervention would have helped the Canucks two minutes 
earlier when Mark Scheifele, unchecked at the back of the slot, scored 
from a cross-ice pass at 11:08 after Connor was just too quick and agile 
for Vancouver defenceman Tyler Myers. 

The Connor-Scheifele-Wheeler trio crushed the Canucks most of the 
game. Without top-pairing defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson and 
defensively-sound blue-liner Travis Hamonic, both injured, Vancouver 
looked overmatched in its own zone against the Jets’ formidable top line, 
which amassed 17 shots on Demko. 

But the Jets lost Wheeler with an apparent knee or ankle injury halfway 
through the third period after Canuck Vasily Podkolzin accidentally slid 
into him during a mass wreck of players in front of the Jets’ net. 

Nils Hoglander’s two first-period goals for Vancouver, which included a 
gimme from Winnipeg goalie Mike Comrie, were offset by goals from 
Wheeler and Connor, who tied the game 2-2 at 6:09 of the middle period 
when Canuck fourth-liner Alex Chiasson followed his needless turnover 
by allowing Connor to get to the net ahead of him. 

But when the Jets turned over the puck in the Vancouver zone during a 
Winnipeg line change, J.T. Miller found Garland open behind the Jets’ 
defence and the Canuck dynamo screwed Comrie into the ice with a 
breakaway deke at 7:06. 

That lead lasted for just three minutes. The Canucks’ sudden winning 
streak survived. 

• Frequently bullied by the Jets in recent years, the Canucks outhit the 
visitors 28-22, but also logged 16 giveaways and surrendered one 
power-play goal in three disadvantages … Injured by an illegal hit by 
Boston Bruin Brad Marchand on Wednesday, Hamonic has been placed 
on injured reserve. Boudreau said he hopes Ekman-Larsson will be able 
to play next week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / More firings by Canucks undermine an unexpectedly 
upbeat week 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – At the end of the most unexpectedly positive week for 
the Vancouver Canucks since their playoff bubble breakthrough two 
summers ago, the organization managed to undermine itself again on 
Friday with the poorly timed firings of two longtime senior employees 
from the hockey operations department. 

Assistant general manager Chris Gear and senior director of hockey 
operations and analytics Jonathan Wall were dismissed one day after 
Jim Rutherford was named president of hockey operations and interim 
general manager. 

Rutherford has yet to hold an introductory press conference nor 
physically arrive in Vancouver. He has not even met the staff he is 
inheriting from general manager Jim Benning, who was fired by owner 
Francesco Aquilini on Sunday, soon after head coach Travis Green was 
replaced by Bruce Boudreau. 

Remaining Time -0:52 

Boudreau believes Canucks got best possible candidate for GM in 
Rutherford 

There is speculation the terminations of Wall and Gear, who was touted 
by Aquilini on Monday as part of the Canucks’ interim management 
committee, were being planned before Rutherford was formally hired, 
presumably, to clear the deck on which the new president will build his 
own staff. 

It would be naïve to think someone with Rutherford’s stature and 
experience wouldn’t be aware of the operational landscape, but Friday’s 
firings are still a bad look for both owners and their new super-boss. 

Gear, 49, who is also the Canucks’ general counsel and handles a 
myriad of operational issues, had been with the organization for 12 years. 
Wall, 47, joined the Canucks straight out of university in 1998. To 
characterize either one as a Benning loyalist or intrinsically tied to the 
previous regime is false. 

Wall, who managed the Canucks’ salary cap, was born and raised in 
Vancouver. Gear is from Richmond, just across the Fraser River. 

Like all incoming hockey-ops bosses, Rutherford is entitled to hire his 
own people. But an experienced, successful NHL manager who has won 
three Stanley Cups and is already in the Hockey Hall of Fame should 
understand optics and have at least wanted to meet senior employees 
and talk to them about their jobs before they’re fired on his watch – 
regardless of whether the decision to terminate originated with him. 

It looks how it looks. And it comes after four highly encouraging days 
when the long-awaited dismissals of Benning and Green removed a dark 
cloud that had been stifling the team and started the change many fans 
had been demanding. 

The instant, positive impact generated by Boudreau – experienced, 
optimistic and gregarious – could be seen this week in Canuck players 
who shut out the Los Angeles Kings 4-0 on Monday and beat the Boston 
Bruins 2-1 in a shootout on Wednesday. 

Then, on Thursday, the Canucks hired one of the most respected hockey 
executives of his generation. 

The organization should have carried all that positive energy into Friday 
night’s home game against the Winnipeg Jets, but put some of its 
momentum at risk by firing the kind of loyal employees who do their jobs 
well but with little fanfare and who are the operational backbone of an 
NHL team. 

Rutherford is in charge, even if he’s not yet on site, and will need to bring 
in his own people soon because the Canucks are a couple of injuries 
away from an operational crisis. The core of the hockey-ops department 
has dwindled to senior advisor Stan Smyl, recently appointed advisors 
Daniel and Henrik Sedin, and minor-league GM and player-development 
director Ryan Johnson. 

One of the most popular figures in franchise history, Smyl has served the 
Canucks for 43 years and had one of his finest moments on Monday 
when he sat beside Aquilini at a press conference and passionately and 
earnestly talked about accountability and making the team better. Three 
days and two wins later, Smyl's title as interim general manager was 
taken away. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Board of Governors notebook: NHL participation in Beijing 
remains uncertain 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MANALAPAN, Fla.— If you were holding your breath and hoping for 
clarity to emerge from the Board of Governors meeting on whether or not 
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NHL players will be participating in the upcoming Olympic Games in 
Beijing, China, try to inhale a little deeper. 

While NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said, after Friday’s session with 
the governors, that players will ultimately decide on participation, he 
made it clear the players don’t have enough information currently at their 
disposal to finalize their decision. Deputy commissioner Bill Daly also 
clarified that they could withdraw at any point prior to the Games—even if 
they face a financial penalty for doing so after Jan. 10. 

While Bettman said the league has expressed multiple concerns to the 
players about participating, he also said the majority of players still intend 
to go. 

However, that could change in a hurry if the players receive confirmation 
that testing positive for COVID-19 would force them to serve a three-
week quarantine in China. 

That neither the league nor its players have certainty on protocols less 
than 60 days out from the Games beginning is certainly a cause for 
concern. 

“The Beijing organizing committee is supposed to issue a new book, 
which actually was supposed to be issued seven-to-10 days ago,” said 
Daly. “It is not finalized yet, so we don’t have any certainty on that.” 

What both he and Bettman appear convinced of is not wanting to send 
the players if positive tests lead to them being locked away in China for 
21 days. 

“I actually find it difficult to believe that a player would want to go 
understanding he was risking being in China for an extra three weeks,” 
said Bettman. 

But the commissioner repeated several times that the NHL won’t stand in 
the way if the players ultimately decide they want to go regardless. 

“As part of the extension of the collective bargaining agreement 20 or so 
months ago, we made a promise to give the players, if they so desired 
and the appropriate arrangements could be made, to have the players 
participate in the Olympics,” Bettman said. “I think you all know that we 
have real concerns about that, even pre-COVID, in terms of the impact 
on the season. Our concerns have only been magnified but, ultimately, 
we made a commitment… 

“We have concerns, and we’ve expressed those to the Players 
Association, and we’ve seen a number of players who are expressing 
concerns. We’ll have to see how this ultimately plays out. There are a 
number of open issues, and I know the Players Association has concerns 
about them. But ultimately, we will honour, as we promised the players 
we would subject to the scheduling caveat, to move forward and let them 
play if that’s really what they want to do.” 

What would cause the NHL to intervene and keep its players from going? 

Bettman explained that multiple COVID outbreaks leading to the 
cancelation of “lots and lots of games” would make pausing for the 
Olympics unviable. 

Daly added, “We have an agreement that any material disruption of our 
season would certainly give us cause to withdraw.” 

While there have been some postponements to Ottawa Senators and 
New York Islanders games following outbreaks, the league has been 
able to operate without the type of disruption that would force it to pull the 
plug on Olympic participation. 

Still, the prospect of seeing Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon 
play in their first Games with Team Canada or Alex Ovechkin help the 
Russians redeem themselves after an underwhelming tournament in 
Sochi is anything but guaranteed. 

Remaining Time -1:18 

'Coyotes aren't going anywhere' Bettman confirms their committment to 
Arizona 

“Let’s not make a problem where there isn’t one.” 

Those were the words Bettman uttered on Friday with regards to the 
Arizona Coyotes, who were days away from being locked out of Gila 
River Arena by the city of Glendale for not paying a tax bill north of $1.3 
million owed to them and the state of Arizona. 

The team paid its bill on Thursday and stated the default was due to 
“human error,” and Bettman appeared perfectly satisfied with that 
response. 

He also accused the city of Glendale of having an axe to grind with the 
Coyotes because they intend to move to Greater Phoenix next season. 

“It’s clear that the City of Glendale has either an agenda or an edge in 
the way they’re dealing with the Coyotes,” Bettman said. “I think there 
was miscommunication. All of the outstanding obligations have been 
brought current.” 

What’s clear is the city of Glendale was just trying to collect on a bill that 
was due in June of 2020. 

What also seems clear, according to extensive reporting done by the the 
Athletic’s Katie Strang in February of 2020, is that the team has been 
consistently deficient in paying its bills on time since Alex Meruelo 
assumed ownership in June of 2019, including to some of its players, 
who didn’t receive signing bonuses on time in 2020—another default the 
team tried to pass off as a “process failure.” 

Strang also reported that the Coyotes had attempted to bully vendors 
who were owed money, debating invoiced items and grinding them down 
in the hopes they’d accept lesser payments just to get paid while faced 
with the significant, negative financial impact of the pandemic. 

When we asked Bettman if was concerned about these patterns in the 
Coyotes dealings, he responded, “They’re fine, and they will be fine.” 

“Sometimes when you take over a franchise that needs work, you 
uncover things you didn’t know about,” Bettman added. “And as you’re 
uncovering them you start questioning what things are legitimate and 
what things need to be addressed, and Alex Meruelo is working with the 
league through all of those. Let’s not make a problem where there isn’t 
one.” 

It seems as though the Coyotes are nothing but a problem. 

The last-placed team in the NHL has made the playoffs once since 2012. 
It has the lowest attendance in the league, and the lowest valuation of 
any of the 32 franchises, according to a recent report in Forbes. 

The Coyotes have also been evicted from Gila River Arena following this 
season and, despite plans to build a new arena in Tempe, haven’t firmed 
up a new location to play in next season. 

“There are a lot of options,” said Bettman. “My advice has been, let’s 
focus on the plan for the building that’s going to come, and there are 
plenty of options to deal on an interim basis. I don’t want to get into them 
now… I’m not concerned. We’ll deal with it. There are options that will 
work.” 

The commissioner recently denied the team as for sale and, on Friday, 
affirmed there are no plans in place to relocate it to another market. 

“Alex is committed, Alex has the resources and the Coyotes aren’t going 
anywhere,” said Bettman. “They’re going somewhere else other than 
Glendale, but it’s in the Greater Phoenix area.” 

Remaining Time -3:42 

NHL's finances flourishing again, but will take time to re-build what they 
lost 

NHL rebounding financially 

After suffering major losses since the onset of the pandemic, Bettman 
reported the NHL is bouncing back well. 
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“We will emerge from this stronger than we’ve ever been,” he said, 
adding the league is expected to bring in excess of $5 billion this season. 

Bettman also reported that while the salary cap will remain relatively flat 
until escrow payments from players to the owners are completed over the 
two seasons following this one, the league is projecting a considerable 
increase in the future. 

Naturally, we’ll be keeping a close eye on contract negotiations between 
now and then in expectation that there could be a flood of lucrative deals 
signed ahead of the 2024-25 season. 

Meetings scheduled with Quebec 

But the rebirth of the Nordiques doesn’t appear to be imminent. 

While Bettman is scheduled to meet with provincial authorities in January 
and says he’ll keep an open mind as to what they intend to propose, 
there’s no concrete plan for a team in Quebec City. 

“The issue is going to be: will we have a team that wants to relocate? At 
the present time, that’s not the case,” Bettman said. “Will we want to 
expand? As I sit here today, we have no plans to expand. 

“But I’m happy to have the meeting and hear what the government of 
Quebec has to say.” 
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TSN.CA / Team Canada comfortable with lefty-loaded defence 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Canada's World Junior hopefuls practised in two groups at the WinSport 
Arena in Calgary on Thursday.  

Sudbury's Jack Thompson, a Tampa Bay Lightning prospect, will not be 
able to attend Hockey Canada's selection camp due to COVID protocols. 
As a result, the right-shot defenceman has been ruled out as an option 
for the World Junior team. That leaves just one right-shot candidate 
(Brandon's Vincent Iorio) on the blueline. 

Why is Hockey Canada comfortable with that situation?  

"No choice," said head coach Dave Cameron bluntly. "You know, that's 
the reality. I was watching some of the games from last year's 
tournament, and I think the Russian team had one right-hand shot. You'd 
like, probably, the left-right combination, but at the end of the day we're 
going to take the best players and, because they're the best players, 
they'll be able to adapt." 

At last year's event inside the Edmonton bubble, Team Canada had five 
right-shot defencemen and three lefties.  

"The reality is we're deep on the left side," said Alan Millar, Hockey 
Canada's director of player personnel. "Jack was going to be a good 
option for us on the right side, but unfortunately he's not available to be at 
the camp. I talked to the young man [on Wednesday] and he handled it 
like a pro." 

"We felt Jack needed to be at camp in order to make this team," said 
Scott Salmond, Hockey Canada's senior vice-president of hockey 
operations. 

Moving forward, Hockey Canada feels like they have plenty of players 
who can shift to their off side. 

Everett's Olen Zellweger was listed on the right on Thursday's depth 
chart. Ronan Seeley has also played on the right at times in Everett. 
Charlottetown's Lukas Cormier, who missed Thursday's practice due to a 

delayed flight, is another solid option. Millar believes Michigan's Owen 
Power, the first-overall pick in the 2021 NHL draft, is also capable of 
making the switch.  

"We're talking the top eight, nine, 10 defencemen in the country. We feel 
that skill-wise, hockey-sense wise, we have guys that can play on their 
off side," Millar stressed. "It's not something that's sprung up on us. It's 
not something where we're building the team going, 'Oh no, we don't 
have a lot of right-shot defencemen!' It's something we've prepared for 
and talked a lot about." 

There are 10 defencemen remaining at camp with two more cuts to be 
made. 

Montreal Canadiens prospect Kaiden Guhle, the only returning player on 
the back end, was paired with Zellweger on Thursday.  

"In Prince Albert I played the whole year there with someone on their off 
side [Remy Aquilon] so I'm not too worried about it," Guhle said. "We got 
a lot of skilled players that can play either side, so I don't think it's too big 
of a deal." 

--- 

Kent Johnson will miss Canada's selection camp due to COVID protocols 
but, unlike Thompson, the Michigan forward is considered a lock to make 
the team and will be allowed to join the group next week during a training 
camp in Banff.  

"Three things separate him and put him in a position to be a lock," Millar 
said. "One, he's an elite skater and has great speed. Two, real good 
hockey sense in terms of the way he sees the ice and makes plays. And 
then he has tremendous puck skills. He utilizes his speed in the right 
way. He goes hard to the net with the puck on both his forehand and his 
backhand, and he combines all that with an outstanding skill set. He 
certainly looks to be a guy who will be an offensive catalyst for us." 

Johnson has 23 points in 17 games this season. The sophomore is up to 
50 points in 43 NCAA games. He's the fastest Wolverine to reach 50 
points since Kyle Connor.  

With Johnson absent, there are 20 forwards at the selection camp with 
seven cuts to be made.  

"When you look at our top nine, in particular, it's going to be deep and 
able to produce offence and we see Kent as a staple in that group," Millar 
said.  

The players will take part in another practice on Friday before facing U 
Sports players in games on Saturday and Sunday. Cameron says the 
plan is to keep all the players in camp until after the second U Sports 
game.  

Johnson, Thompson each missing on day one of Team Canada's World 
Junior camp 

University of Michigan's Kent Johnson is a lock to be a frontline player for 
Team Canada's World Juniors squad, but the young forward missed day 
one of camp. TSN's director of scouting Craig Button and the original 
hockey insider Bob McKenzie join Mark Masters to discuss Johnson's 
status and more. 

--- 

Peterborough Petes centre Mason McTavish missed the first on-ice 
session of camp after returning an inconclusive COVID test. Per the 
depth chart distributed by Hockey Canada, the plan was for McTavish to 
skate on a line with Jets prospect Cole Perfetti, the only returning 
forward, and Coyotes prospect Dylan Guenther. 

Assuming he returns a negative test result, McTavish will join the group 
on Friday.  

--- 
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Joshua Roy, a fifth-round draft pick by the Montreal Canadiens in July, 
wasn't invited to Canada's summer camp, but forced his way onto the 
radar with a scintillating start with Sherbrooke.  

"I was surprised when I received the call," he said of being invited to the 
final selection camp. "I was talking to my parents, and it was unbelievable 
for me. I was so excited."  

Roy leads the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League in scoring with 45 
points in 25 games.  

"When I didn't get an invite in the summer I was like, 'Okay, I got to work 
harder,'" Roy said. "It's my conditioning. I worked a lot on it this summer. 
Now, in my game, I'm more implicated in everything: d-zone and 
offensive zone." 

Roy also overhauled his diet.  

"I had a little bit less," he said. "Just eating better. Just healthier." 

Roy is still facing an uphill battle to crack Canada's roster. What does he 
want to show the management and coaches this week?  

"Just that I changed a lot my style of game," he said. "I can work very 
hard."  

--- 

Hockey Canada hasn't given up hope that they will get some help from 
the National Hockey League. Salmond said on Thursday that the door 
isn't entirely shut on Carolina's Seth Jarvis and Columbus' Cole Sillinger. 

"The door is never closed until the last possible moment," said TSN 
Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie. "NHL teams want to see how the player is 
playing at the time. They want to see what the injury situation is on their 
team. There's a whole host of factors that go into whether or not they're 
going to be released. In the past week or so, if you were going to put 
those teams' feet to the fire they'd say, 'No, we're not going to release 
those players.' But next week maybe the situation will be a little bit 
different. The roster must be declared by Dec. 15 because that's when 
teams go into quarantine." 

Jarvis has four goals and six assists in 18 games with the Hurricanes. 
He's averaging 13 minutes and 43 seconds of ice time per game.  

Sillinger has five goals and five assists in 25 games with the Blue 
Jackets. He's averaging 13 minutes and 51 seconds of ice time per 
game.  

"He's unbelievable," Jackets forward Max Domi said earlier this week. 
"He's a very, very mature kid. That's one thing as a hockey player, but as 
a human being too. I mean, you watch how he interacts with his 
teammates, how he prepares for games and practises, how he handles 
himself day-to-day and he's a true pro. Not great for the World Junior 
team [that he's here], but they got a couple studs that I'm sure can fill that 
spot."  

--- 

Winnipeg defenceman Carson Lambos skated in a non-contact sweater 
on Thursday.  

"He's real close to being full contact," said Cameron. "It's more 
precautionary." 

--- 

Hockey Canada lines on Thursday:  

GROUP 1 

Perfetti - McTavish - Guenther  

Cuylle - Wright - Bourgault 

Dean - Desnoyers - Stankoven  

Tverberg (RW) 

Guhle - Zellweger  

Hunt  

Sebrango 

O'Rourke 

Cossa  

Garand  

Brochu 

GROUP 2 

Neighbours - Greig - Sourdif 

Roy - Bourque - Evangelista 

  - Lapierre - Bedard  

  - Finley - Dufour  

Power - Iorio  

Cormier  

Seeley  

Lambos 

Cossa  

Garand  

Brochu 
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