
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 12, 2021 

 

 

 

On the record with Canes owner Tom Dundon: Sports betting, outdoor games and the NHL 

By Luke DeCock 

It will be four years next month since Tom Dundon 
purchased a majority interest in the Carolina Hurricanes from 
Peter Karmanos. He’s since taken full ownership, and has 
not been shy to make changes. He promoted Don Waddell 
and Rod Brind’Amour into their current positions as general 
manager and coach, spent up to (and now above) the salary 
cap on players, signed an extension to the team’s lease at 
PNC Arena — and this season the team is among the best in 
the NHL and on target for a fourth straight playoff 
appearance. 

Dundon has also made headlines with his personal 
involvement in hockey decisions and enabling (and 
encouraging) the team’s sometimes saucy social-media 
presence, from “Bunch of Jerks” to the mocking of the 
Montreal Canadiens when the Hurricanes answered the 
Habs’ (unsuccessful) offer sheet for Sebastian Aho with a 
(successful) offer sheet for Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

In a Q&A with the News & Observer, Dundon addressed the 
team’s performance on and off the ice, the future of PNC 
Arena, the Kotkaniemi kerfuffle and what the possibility of 
sports gambling in North Carolina would mean for the 
Hurricanes. Some answers have been condensed for brevity. 

Q: The Hurricanes hit a bit of a rough patch after that 9-0-0 
start amid some injury and COVID issues but obviously still 
have solid fundamentals and seem to be back on track. Any 
concerns? Anything that’s surprised you? 

A: I don’t have any concerns. I think we’ve probably played 
better in the games that we hadn’t been winning. Sometimes 
it doesn’t go your way. I think we’ve played fine. 

Q: You’ll have owned the team for four years next month. 
What’s surprised you the most about being an NHL owner? 

A: I think probably the main thing is, at least with the Carolina 
Hurricanes, it’s not hard to get everyone doing the right thing. 
I didn’t know how hard that would be. I’m surprised. It’s 
probably some combo of Roddy and being very lucky our 
star players are great people who work really hard and try 
really hard. That was probably the big concern: Is everybody 
in it for the team? Do they care about each other? Do they 
care about the organization? That’s all been really good for 
us. It’s easy to root for these guys, these kids on the team. 

Q: What’s the financial state of the team compared to when 
you took over? 

A: It’s a lot better. It helps to have success and get support. 
Make the playoffs. Be competitive. If you can do those things 
then you can spend at or above the cap and above the cap, 
meaning if you have injuries, you have to replace those 
players but you can spend above the cap to do it. We have a 
reasonable financial situation, but if I need to subsidize for us 
to have great players as we continue to build our season-
ticket base and our revenue streams, I’m willing to do that. 

We continue to grow our revenues. Over this period of time, 
we’ve been able to grow everything. 

Q: You guys were poking around on Jack Eichel. You went 
and signed Tony DeAngelo when others might not. Is it fair to 
assume you’ll be keeping tabs on any player who might be 
available below market value? 

A: Yeah, but I think we’re willing to pay market value if it’s 
appropriate and makes us better. I don’t think that’s unique 
to us. It’s a cliche. We’re always trying to get better. No 
matter how good we are, we’re never going to be OK with 
where we are. No matter how many games we win, how 
much we win, there’s always something you can do to get 
better. Now, we have a bunch of guys I see being here a 
long time. I want to get better, but there are some guys I 
want to get better around. … Our team’s pretty good. 
Anything we’re going to do, our philosophy is going to be, 
we’re not adding anyone just for a (playoff) run. We’ll do 
something with term. Like the Brady Skjei deal, when we got 
four years. 

Q: With the lease extension done, what’s the next step for 
PNC Arena? What’s your grand vision for what that 
experience would be like? 

A: We’re working on that right now. There’s a lot of work 
going on, coming up with some ideas to create an 
entertainment district around the arena. There are a lot of 
stakeholders involved. We’re interested in exploring that with 
NC State and the Centennial Authority and the city and 
county, everybody. Now we’ve got to get that work done. I 
believe we can build the best sort of multipurpose 
entertainment district because we can take what everyone 
else has done, but no one has this great location. We’ve got 
this unbelievable location with an arena and a stadium 
together, which is really neat, right? And then we have all 
this land to go with it. We have a fresh piece of paper to do 
something really good: Office, retail, music, restaurants, 
bars, etc. Lots of jobs. Lots of taxes. Lots of energy. Quality 
of life. All these life experiences. I wouldn’t want to say it’s 
my vision. I haven’t met anyone who doesn’t see this as a 
thing. Where we’re really fortunate is, I’m able to do it. I have 
some ability to do this. We don’t have to worry about the 
capital, if we can work out everything with all these 
stakeholders. 

Q: Is the outdoor game still on track for next year and is 
there anything about that that’s changed during the delay? 

A: That’s our expectation. I think the NHL won’t formally 
announce what they’re doing next year until the new year. I 
don’t know when exactly. It’s soon. It’s not official until it’s 
official, but we’re well positioned and optimistic. 

Q: If you were commissioner what’s the first thing you’d 
change about the NHL? 
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A: They’re on the right track with the different ideas to 
increase revenue and they continue to work on how they can 
enhance the quality of watching the games, which includes 
the broadcast, how they use replay, things like that. They’re 
trying to get bad hits out of the game. That’s really important. 
I like the changes. We’ve got to keep doing that. Add 
gambling in. Add patches on jerseys and helmets. Enhance 
the broadcast. Social media. The NHL is doing a lot of good 
things. You’ve got to give them credit for doing all these good 
things. What would I change? I think you’ve got to look at 
expanding the playoffs. Whether that’s some combination of 
a midseason tournament or expanding the playoffs, those 
are different things under revenue opportunities you want to 
look at. 

Q: What about going to three points for a regulation win? 

A: You can throw that in there, 3-2-1, around an expanded 
playoffs. I’m not sure who doesn’t agree with 3-2-1. I’ve 
always wondered why it’s not that way. I’ve never really 
asked anybody. I don’t think anybody’s not for it. But I 
wouldn’t want to consider 3-2-1 without some kind of 
expanded playoffs. You want to keep fans engaged. You 
want everybody trying to win every game. 

Q: What would it mean for the Hurricanes if sports wagering 
is legalized in NC? 

A: It’s frustrating it hasn’t happened. We need it. We need it 
just to stay competitive. That’s the way it is most places 
already. Can you survive not having it when everybody else 
does, when you’re already at a bit of disadvantage? You’re 
Team X in a bigger market. You get sports wagering and 
that’s worth $10 million a year and the players get five and 
you get five. That five the players get, we have to spend that. 
The salary cap goes up. But we don’t get any of it. We’re 
going backward. We have to spend to a cap based on 
revenue. Us having sports gambling isn’t going to make the 
Hurricanes more profitable. It’s going to stop us falling further 
behind. 

Q: So where does the money come from with gambling? 

A: It’s sponsorships. It’s all sponsorships. Sports teams are 
the best teams to advertise for that. And attached to the 
arena, we would have a sports book to create more 

sponsorship, create a pretty good experience for fans. A 
365-degree experience. Sports gambling isn’t big money, it’s 
$5 or $10 in bunches. The game’s more interesting. 

Q: Was there anything you learned from the Sebastian Aho 
and Andrei Svechnikov contract negotiations that you would 
do differently going forward? 

A: The main thing is right now is our players like it here and 
we’ve got to keep creating a winning environment with good 
people, make them want to be here. I think if we can do that, 
those things will work out fine. Good players are going to get 
paid and they should. I don’t know if I learned anything from 
that. It’s fairly obvious you’ve got to take care of your best 
players. If the Aho thing hadn’t worked the way it did, we 
would have gotten a deal done. I’m happy for the guy. It 
worked out great. He’s going to be here for a long time. The 
same thing would have happened if Svech got an offer 
sheet. But I’d like to think you’re always learning. 

Q: The beef and social media war with Montreal over the 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi offer sheet, how personally involved were 
you? 

A: Look, I create an environment where we want to do stuff 
that is fun and interesting for our fans. There was a point 
where I said enough. But no, I didn’t even know the quote, 
that wasn’t me, where they copied (Marc Bergevin’s) quote, I 
had nothing to do with that. The thing I was fine with was 
paying him the extra $20 or whatever that was, that was 
mine. Put $20 on there, that’s funny. I thought it was funny. 
The rest of it was just kind of them doing their thing. Then I 
kind of went to them and said, that’s enough now. At some 
point you’re not being funny anymore. But they knew it, too. 
... It was never mean-spirited. We would not have done it if 
we didn’t want the deal. It wasn’t some revenge: “We’ll show 
them.” It was a legit, we thought, good hockey play. We’ll find 
out if we were right. I think we were. 

Q: Is this team equipped — as is — to win the Stanley Cup? 

A: Absolutely. I don’t think that’s my opinion. That’s just a 
fact. I don’t think anybody would dispute that. It’s hard to get 
much better than what we are. And what we won’t do is, we 
won’t do anything that materially subtracts from the future to 
get 1 percent better.
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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ win over the Edmonton Oilers 

By Chip Alexander 

So much is made of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl of 
the Edmonton Oilers, and understandably so. There are few 
better, more dynamic players in the NHL. 

But the Carolina Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho and Jaccob 
Slavin can match up with them. Goaltender Frederik 
Andersen can stop them and did Saturday in a 3-1 road 
victory at Rogers Place. Aho scored twice and had an assist, 
Slavin headed up a tight defensive effort and Andersen had 
22 saves for the Canes (19-6-1), who won their 12th road 
game of the season. 

Five takeaways from the Canes’ third straight win on the 
road trip: 

-- How do you keep McDavid and Draisaitl both off the 
scoresheet? Tight gaps, quick sticks, good anticipation, good 
goaltending. The Canes did that in shutting down the Oilers’ 
two big guns, who each had three shots, and handing the 
Oilers (16-10-0) their fifth consecutive loss. 

“Those are the games you get up for a little bit more,” Slavin 
said. “They’re world-class players. So when you get to play 
against them and try to shut them down, those are the 
games you kind of dream of as a kid. At least I do as a 
defenseman, trying to shut down the best players in the 
world.” 

So does Aho, who added, “It’s a big challenge. Everyone 
knows those two guys are pretty much the best players in the 
league, so it’s a fun challenge. It’s a big task and you 
definitely need more than one line to shut them down.” 

And a hot goalie. Andersen made some spectacular stops in 
the third period with the Oilers buzzing and twice on the 
power play. Said McDavid: “We tried making plays, we tried 
blasting it through the guy. He was good. We weren’t sharp 
enough around the net.” 

-- Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour says the mark of a good 
road team is consistency, game to game. And no one has 
been more consistent for the Canes than Aho, who scored 
on a first-period power play, assisted on Nino Niederreiter’s 
goal in the second and then stole the puck from goalie Mikko 
Koskinen by the net for a third-period goal to seal the win. 

Of Aho’s 15 goals this season, 12 have come on the road. 
The center has five straight multi-point games and five goals 
in his last three games, beating Calgary in overtime 
Thursday. 

-- The Oilers entered the game with the NHL’s top-ranked 
power play and the Canes checked in No. 2 in penalty killing. 
This night, the Canes had the edge. Aho notched the power-
play goal off a nice pass from Vincent Trocheck, and the 
Canes denied the Oilers on both of their power plays -- both 
after Brady Skjei penalties in the third period -- while allowing 
four shots. 

“They’re very good and they move the puck super fast,” Aho 
said. “But you feel more confident when you know there’s a 
hot goalie in your net. You feel comfortable to pressure.” 

-- Niederreiter is a good fit on Aho’s line with Teuvo 
Teravainen, and he’s producing like a top-line guy. 
Niederreiter hustled to a puck in the neutral zone, skated 
down the left wing and beat Koskinen with a toe drag and 
quick release to push the Canes ahead 2-0 -- the eventual 
game-winning goal. 

Niederreiter has points in seven of the last eight games -- 
three goals, six assists -- and gives the Aho line a rugged 
forechecker who does some of his best work below the goal 
line. Aho: “He’s a big boy. Goes to the hoop. He knows it’s 
his job to go to the net.” 

-- It was an emotional night for Ethan Bear. Returning to 
Edmonton, playing against the team that drafted him, gave 
him his NHL start and then traded him, was a game he had 
circled. “A lot of memories. It will be exciting,” he said after 
Saturday’s morning skate. 

It wasn’t a happy ending in Edmonton for Bear. He had a 
concussion last season. He endured some harsh criticism -- 
with some profane comments made about him -- after the 
Oilers were beaten by Winnipeg in the 2021 playoffs. Then, 
the trade. 

“I really did love playing here,” said Bear, who returned to the 
lineup after missing Thursday’s game in Calgary with an 
illness. “When I got traded, with all that happened, I didn’t 
know if I should be happy or sad. I say everything happens 
for a reason. It was time to leave and I think I’m in the right 
place now.”
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Aho stays hot, Hurricanes stymie Oilers stars in win 

Carolina kept both Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl off 
the score sheet in a 3-1 win in Edmonton 

By Cory Lavalette 

It doesn’t happen often, but Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl can apparently get shut down. 

The Hurricanes kept both of the Oilers’ Hart Trophy winners 
off the score sheet and got three points from their own star in 
a 3-1 win Saturday night in Edmonton. 

For the second straight game, Sebastian Aho opened and 
closed the scoring, adding an assist to give him 12 points 
during his current five-game point streak. The points, he 
said, are a product of the overall process. 

“What comes first in our team is to do every detail right and 
just trust your linemates like they’re gonna see you when I’m 
open,” Aho said, “and when I have the puck that I can make 
the right play. But the work comes first.” 

The Hurricanes got work throughout the lineup beyond Aho 
— specifically from Jaccob Slavin and Frederik Andersen. 

For the fourth time in five games, Slavin logged more than 29 
minutes of ice time to stabilize a defense that has been 
decimated by COVID-19. But he didn’t have any trouble 
getting up for a matchup against McDavid and Draisaitl. 

“They’re world-class players and they’re special,” Slavin said 
of lining up opposite McDavid and Draisaitl. “So when you 
get to play against them and try to shut them down, those 
are the games you kind of dream of as a kid.” 

And then there was Andersen, who has shaken off a 4-5-0 
November to start December with three straight wins. He 
saved his best performance of the month so far for the 

Oilers, making 24 stops to backstop Carolina’s effort to slow 
Edmonton’s attack. 

“He stood on his head all night, but especially down the 
stretch there,” Slavin said. “He was making some huge 
saves. If not for him, I don’t know if we win that game.” 

The Hurricanes’ offense, led by Aho, has also reemerged 
since the calendar flipped. And that was the case again 
Saturday. 

With Edmonton forward Zack Kassian in the penalty box for 
boarding Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina’s power play got off to 
a fast start when Aho got two whacks at a chance in front 
and scored for the third straight game to give the Hurricanes 
a 1-0 lead at 7:17 of the first. 

The Hurricanes and Oilers exchanged goals in the second 
period — one goal by Nino Niederreiter followed by Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins scoring his third of the season — to set up 
another tight third period. 

After staying out of the penalty box for the first two periods, 
Carolina gave Edmonton’s No. 1 power play two chances in 
the third period on two calls against defenseman Brady Skjei. 

The Hurricanes’ second-ranked penalty kill kept the Oilers off 
the board and limited them to four shots. 

Then Aho struck again, pouncing on a misplayed puck by 
Koskinen to give Carolina a two-goal cushion and seal the 
win. 

“They got to be noticeable every night to be consistent as a 
group,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Aho, 
Slavin and Andersen. “It starts with those guys, and they 
were all that tonight.”
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Recap: Canes Continue Hot Streak, Beat Edmonton 3-1 

Aho factors in on all of Carolina's goals for second straight 
game 

By Walt Ruff 

EDMONTON, AB. - Sebastian Aho was the driving force 
behind another Carolina Hurricanes victory Saturday, this 
time recording three points in their 3-1 defeat of the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

After scoring both of his team's goals Thursday night in 
Carolina's victory over Calgary, Sebastian Aho once again 
got the offense started Saturday. 

On the team's first power play of the evening, a rush that 
began with Teuvo Teravainen concluded with #20 by way of 
Vincent Trocheck, giving the team's top Finnish center his 
third goal in just over 60 minutes of play.  

Aho's 14th of the season would serve as the only goal of the 
first period and in the second he took his turn on the 
playmaking end of things, etching his fifth consecutive 
multipoint game. With a magnificent airborne feed to neutral 
ice, the team's leading scorer needed to provide no more, as 
Nino Niederreiter took things from there. 

A large reason why Carolina was able to strike first and then 
double their lead was the play of Frederik Andersen, who 
stopped five high-danger chances during the first 20 minutes 
alone (h/t NaturalStatTrick). The trusty netminder continued 
to keep the potent Oilers offense at bay for as long as he 
could, however, Edmonton was able to capitalize on a 
Carolina line change during the second period. 

Taking a 2-1 advantage into the third, the Canes had to work 
to get their insurance, killing off two power play chances for 
the league's top special teams unit, largely in part thanks to 
Andersen. 

Eventually that insurance did come though and who was it? 
None other than Aho. A routine dump in was mishandled by 
Oilers netminder Mikko Koskinen and "Seabass" took 
advantage, pushing it home to give his team yet another two-
goal margin. 

When all was said and done, Andersen finished with 22 
stops on 23 shots in net, moving his club to 19-6-1. 

They Said It: 

Sebastian Aho on the play of Frederik Andersen, who was 
fantastic throughout and held his team in the game until they 
were finally able to beat Koskinen: 

"Every night he gives us a chance to win. That's all you can 
ask from a goalie. Same story tonight. He made huge saves 
here and there and it's great to have him back there." 

Jaccob Slavin on how nice it is to have Sebastian Aho 
coming away as the big storyline, especially in a game that 
featured the NHL's top two scoring forwards: 

"He's a special player. Obviously we've had him for a long 
time now and we know what he's capable of and it's good 
that everyone else is starting to get to know that. Maybe not 
so much for us as other teams try to bear down on him more, 
but it's super special. He's a great guy, a great teammate 
and it's super awesome to see the success that he's having." 

Rod Brind'Amour on his team's bounce back after what he 
described was a "gross" hockey game Thursday in Calgary: 

"Well, they were two different games. Tonight was a little bit 
more of an up-tempo game and that kind of allows for that. 
There was definitely more chances one way or another, 
especially in the second period, where it would have been 
nice to cash in, but it was nice to get that one in the third to 
give us a little bit of breathing room." 

What's Next?: 

The team flies to Vancouver post-game ahead of their 
meeting with the Canucks tomorrow night. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tonight was Vincent Trocheck's 500th career NHL 
game. He became the 23rd player from the 2011 
draft class to reach that mark. 

 The win was the team's fourth in a row, their third 
time doing so already this season. 

 Andersen and the Canes held Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl, the league's top two scorers, to no 
points and just six shots on goal despite them 
playing a cumulative 44:57. 

 Only two players in Whalers/Hurricanes history 
have had streaks of multipoint games longer than 
Sebastian Aho's current five. Kevin Dineen (1988-
89) and Mike Rogers (1979-1980) both reached six 
games. (H/T #NHLStats) 

 Sebastian Aho now has 16 points in nine career 
games against Edmonton and 12 points in his last 
five games.
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Preview: Canes at Canucks 

Carolina looks to wrap up Canadian swing with fourth win 
since Tuesday 

By Walt Ruff 

VANCOUVER, BC. - The Carolina Hurricanes go for their 
fifth win in a row tonight, this time as they meet head-to-head 
with the Vancouver Canucks. 

When: Sunday, December 12, 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 19-6-1 (39 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-1 Win over the Edmonton Oilers on 
Saturday, December 11. 

Canucks Record: 11-5-2 (24 Points, 7th - Pacific Division) 

Canucks Last Game: 4-3 Shootout Win over the Winnipeg 
Jets on Friday, December 10. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Quick Turnaround: Less than 24 hours ago the team pulled 
off a 3-1 victory over the Edmonton Oilers, thanks in part to 
two massive performances from Sebastian Aho and Frederik 
Andersen. Aho had two goals and an assist and Andersen 
made 22 stops on 23 shots, including keeping the league's 
top two scorers off the board. The club also held the NHL's 
number one power play to 0/2. 

Doesn't Get Any Hotter: With three points last night Aho has 
now recorded multiple points in five straight contests. In total 
during that stretch, he's got 12 points. He is the driving the 
Hurricanes offense right now and continues to impress night 
in and night out. On the year he now has 32 points in 26 
games. 

Raanta's Net: Yesterday morning Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour shared that he would be splitting his 
goaltenders this weekend and with Andersen starting last 
night against the Oilers, that means Antti Raanta has the 
green light this evening. The 32-year-old Finn has earned his 
team points in five of his six starts thus far this season. 

New Life On The Other Side: One week ago today the 
Canucks made massive changes to their hockey operations 
department, bringing in Bruce Boudreau as the team's new 
head coach and Jim Rutherford as the team's chief decision 
maker. Since then they've gone 3-0, inspiring new light to 
their roster and their home crowds. How will they handle 
tonight's difficult test? 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei's next assist will be his 100th 
in the NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight and every game on this trip. 

Featured Merchandise Item of the Game: View tonight's item 
of the game on CarolinaProShop.com here!
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Hurricanes win fourth straight, hand Oilers fifth loss in row 

Aho has two goals, assist; Draisaitl, McDavid kept off score 
sheet for Edmonton 

By Derek Van Diest 

EDMONTON -- Sebastian Aho had two goals and an assist 
for the Carolina Hurricanes, who extended their winning 
streak to four games with a 3-1 victory against the Edmonton 
Oilers at Rogers Place on Saturday. 

"He is a special player," Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. "We've had him for a long time now, and we 
know what he's capable of, and it's good that everyone else 
is starting to realize that." 

Nino Niederreiter scored, Teuvo Teravainen had two assists, 
and Frederik Andersen made 22 saves for Carolina (19-6-1). 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins scored, and Mikko Koskinen made 28 
saves for Edmonton (16-10-0), which has lost five straight, 
including the first four of six straight home games. 

"I don't know how many times you want me to say the same 
thing here, but I thought, again, that we did some good 
things," Oilers captain Connor McDavid said. "We generated 
some chances but didn't find a way to put it in. That has kind 
of been the story of this homestand. 

"I don't know what else you want me to say. We tried making 
plays, we tried blasting it right through the guy (Andersen), 
he was good." 

It is the third game neither McDavid nor Leon Draisaitl 
scored a point this season. They combined for six shots, and 
the Oilers were 0-for-2 on the power play.  

"Those are the games you get up for a little bit more," Slavin 
said. "They're world-class players and special, so when you 
get a chance to play against them, and try to shut them 
down, those are the games you dream of as a kid. … Our 
whole team did a great job top to bottom shutting those guys 
down." 

Aho scored on the power play at 7:17 of the first period to 
give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. He had his backhand 
stopped by Koskinen and then scored on the rebound. 

He has scored 12 points (five goals, seven assists) during a 
five-game multipoint streak. 

"You don't really think a lot about having to score more or 
produce more, it's more the other stuff that comes first on our 

team, and making sure you do every detail right," Aho said. 
"You just have to trust your linemates, that they're going to 
see [me] when I'm open, and [then] when I have the puck 
[that] I can make the right play, but the work comes first." 

Niederreiter made it 2-0 at 6:19 of the second period off a 1-
on-1 against Oilers defenseman Darnell Nurse. 

Nugent-Hopkins scored on a breakaway at 10:11 to make it 
2-1. He took a pass from Jesse Puljujarvi and scored on a 
low shot to the glove side. 

Zach Hyman had an opportunity to tie the game on the 
power play at 11:13 of the third period but was unable to hit 
an open net on the rebound of a Nugent-Hopkins shot. 

"I don't see us executing well enough to get the speed we 
need in our game," Oilers coach Dave Tippett said. "That's a 
fast team, they come at you quick, so the execution is 
harder. I understand that, but our execution breaking out of 
our zone, making a play under pressure, is not what it needs 
to be right now. There are too many plays that just look [like 
a] mishmash instead of clean." 

Aho scored at 17:16, capitalizing on a turnover behind the 
net by Koskinen for the 3-1 final. 

"You really have to tip the hat to the guys. I thought we had a 
really good game," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"At the end, we took a couple of penalties, and they got a 
little momentum off that, but we killed those. … Overall, it 
was a pretty solid effort." 

With 3:16 remaining, Hyman appeared to sustain a shoulder 
injury after taking a hard hit along the boards from Brady 
Skjei. The forward did not return, and according to Tippett 
was held out for precautionary reasons. 

NOTES: Aho has a three-game goal streak (five goals) and 
has scored two goals in consecutive games for the first time 
since Dec. 7 and 10, 2019, against the Minnesota Wild (three 
goals) and the Oilers (two goals). … Hurricanes defenseman 
Ethan Bear had one shot on goal and blocked one shot in 
10:56 of ice time in his first game against his former team 
since being traded on July 28 for forward Warren Foegele. 
He scored 33 points (eight goals, 25 assists) in 132 games 
with the Oilers. … Edmonton's five-game losing streak is its 
longest since it lost five games from March 28-April 4, 2019.
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Aho scores twice for Hurricanes in 3-1 victory over Oilers 

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Sebastian Aho had two goals 
and an assist, and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
Edmonton Oilers 3-1 on Saturday night for their fourth 
consecutive win.  

The 24-year-old Finnish forward has 12 points in his last five 
games. 

“He is a special player,” Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. “We’ve had him for a long time now and we know what 
he’s capable of and it’s good that everyone else is starting to 
realize that.” 

Nino Niederreiter also scored for the Hurricanes, who 
improved to 12-3-1 on the road, and Frederik Andersen 
made 22 saves. 

“Every night he gives us a chance to win and that’s all you 
can ask from a goalie,” Aho said. “It was the same story 
tonight. He made huge saves here and there and it’s great to 
have him back there.” 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins had the only goal for the Oilers, who 
have lost five straight after their hot start. Mikko Koskinen 
stopped 28 shots. 

“Our sense of urgency has to go up. A good start buys us a 
slump and we have used our slump here,” Oilers captain 
Connor McDavid said. “It seems when you are slumping that 
things just don’t go your way and you have got to work extra 
hard to get out of it, that is just the way it is. We have to find 
a way to get one win and go from there.” 

The Oilers allowed the first goal when Aho swatted in his 
own rebound on the power play 7:17 into the opening period. 

The Hurricanes made it 2-0 just over six minutes into the 
second period when Niederreiter beat Oilers goalie Koskinen 
on a long shot to the blocker side. 

Edmonton got back into the game midway through the 
middle frame as Nugent-Hopkins beat Andersen with a wrist 
shot on a partial breakaway for his first goal on home ice in 
19 games. 

But Carolina got an insurance goal with 2:44 left as Koskinen 
fumbled a puck behind the net and Aho stole it. It was Aho’s 
15th goal of the season and fifth goal in the last three games.  

NOTES: Veteran defenseman Duncan Keith remains out for 
the Oilers, though he is skating and could be back next 
game. Also out for Edmonton were Mike Smith (lower body), 
Slater Koekkoek (lower body) and Kris Russell (upper body). 
… Absent for the Hurricanes was Jordan Martinook (ankle), 
while Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce remained out on 
COVID-19 protocol. … The game marked the return of 
defenseman Ethan Bear to Edmonton after being traded in 
the offseason. … It was the 500th NHL game for Carolina’s 
Vincent Trocheck.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Vancouver on Sunday in the fourth game of a 
five-game trip. 

Oilers: Host Toronto on Tuesday in the fifth game of a six-
game homestand.
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Canucks take on the Hurricanes, aim for 4th straight win 

Carolina Hurricanes (19-6-1, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Vancouver Canucks (11-15-2, seventh in the Pacific) 

Vancouver, British Columbia; Sunday, 10 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Canucks +108, Hurricanes 
-128; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Vancouver will attempt to keep its three-
game win streak going when the Canucks take on Carolina. 

The Canucks are 6-7-1 at home. Vancouver ranks second in 
the Western Conference with 33.5 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.4 goals. 

The Hurricanes have gone 12-3-1 away from home. Carolina 
has scored 84 goals and ranks third in the Eastern 
Conference averaging 3.2 goals per game. Sebastian Aho 
leads the team with 15. 

The matchup Sunday is the first meeting of the season 
between the two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: J.T. Miller leads the Canucks with nine 
goals and has 27 points. Conor Garland has four goals and 
two assists over the last 10 games for Vancouver. 

Aho has 32 total points while scoring 15 goals and totaling 
17 assists for the Hurricanes. Nino Niederreiter has three 
goals and six assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Canucks: 5-5-0, averaging 2.2 goals, 3.5 
assists, 3.8 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.1 goals per game with a .935 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.8 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals 
per game with a .906 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Canucks: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 protocols), Jordan 
Martinook: day to day (lower body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-
19 protocols).
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Aho stays hot, Hurricanes extend winning streak in Bear’s return to Edmonton 

Aho scored two more goals as the Hurricanes delivered the 
Oilers their fifth consecutive loss. 

By Brett Finger  

It was a homecoming and a revenge game all bundled into 
one on Saturday night as the Carolina Hurricanes made their 
first visit to Rogers Place since the offseason trade that saw 
Warren Foegele join the Edmonton Oilers and Ethan Bear 
make his way down to Raleigh. 

Bear received a warm welcome back to the place he called 
home as he broke into the league, and then he ended up on 
the winning side of a 3-1 final score as the Hurricanes 
extended their winning streak to three games on their five-
game Western Conference road trip. 

Edmonton hit the ground running, hemming Carolina into 
their own zone in spurts and creating the lion's share of the 
scoring chances in the opening minutes. The Oilers’ strong 
start was brought to a screeching halt at 6:25 of the opening 
frame, though, when Zach Kassian delivered a late hit from 
behind on Andrei Svechnikov. 

It didn’t take long for the Hurricanes to make that ill-advised 
hit hurt. A clean zone entry from the combination of 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, and Vincent Trocheck 
rapidly got the puck to the front of the net, where Aho banked 
home his own rebound to give the Canes a 1-0 lead. 

It was Aho’s third goal in two games and his first point in 
what would be his fifth consecutive multi-point game. 

Carolina started to build their game after scoring on the 
power play, which nearly led to a Martin Necas grade-A 
chance, but his stick exploded on a slap shot attempt from 
the high slot, and the puck went the other way. A Seth Jarvis 
turnover just inside the Canes blue line gifted Connor 
McDavid a golden two-on-one chance, but a goal-saving play 
by Brady Skjei in tight to break up a pass kept the Hurricanes 
in the driver’s seat going into the second half of the period. 

McDavid was a constant force through the final minutes of 
the first, setting up Evan Bouchard for the Oilers’ best 
chance of the game to that point, but Frederik Andersen 
made an aggressive point-blank stop on him. He then shut 
down a chance from McDavid from the slot just moments 
later. 

Just for fun, McDavid then hit Ethan Bear with a spin move in 
the final minute of the period, drove to the front of the net, 
and very nearly finished off a highlight-reel goal, but the puck 
bounced around, and the Hurricanes escaped the first period 
with a 1-0 lead. 

The Hurricanes came out with much more force in the 
second period, and they got the benefit of a low-danger goal 
by way of a Nino Niederreiter long-range wrister that beat 

Mikko Koskinen. The big Finnish goalie will want it back, but 
unfortunately for him, that was not an option, and the Canes 
had a multi-goal lead. Aho got the lone assist on 
Niederreiter’s sixth of the season. 

Just a few shifts later, the Hurricanes went on the power play 
thanks to an iffy tripping call on Bouchard, but they couldn't 
take advantage of the opportunity to extend their lead to 
three goals. 

That missed opportunity proved costly as the Oilers struck 
back and got their first puck by Andersen at 10:11 of the 
second period. 

A collision at center ice created a counterattack chance for 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, and the former first-overall draft pick 
sniped a shot right by the blocker of Andersen and just inside 
of the far post to cut the Carolina lead in half. 

The Hurricanes controlled the play through the remainder of 
the second period, but they weren’t getting the bounces they 
needed to regain a multi-goal lead. 

The fourth line of Steven Lorentz, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and 
Derek Stepan very nearly found the back of the net on 
several shifts, but a combination of whiffs, backchecks, and 
great saves from Koskinen kept them off the board in the 
middle frame and preserved a one-goal game through 40 
minutes. 

The Hurricanes took their first penalty of the night just after 
the six-minute mark of the third period and opened the door 
for Edmonton to try to tie the game. Jaccob Slavin delivered 
a masterful two minutes of penalty killing, though, blocking 
shots, disrupting chances, and breaking up zone entries as 
the Canes successfully killed a Brady Skjei hooking penalty. 

The Canes kept living dangerously, though, as Skjei went to 
the box again at 10:55 and gifted the league’s best power 
play another opportunity. 

The best chance of the sequence came from Zach Hyman, 
but his bid on a wide-open net missed the mark, and the 
Hurricanes survived for the second time in five minutes. 

The Hurricanes dodged their way around a few more great 
chances from the Oilers, but the game was put away in a 
very familiar fashion. An Oilers goalie turned over a puck late 
in a third period to give up a back-breaking goal. 

That’s right, Koskinen went full Ty Conklin and coughed the 
puck up to Aho at the side of the goal to give the Hurricanes 
a late two-goal lead. 

The Oilers didn’t go away, though. They somehow didn’t 
score on a shot towards an open net that bounced off the 
post and right back into the body of Andersen. Then, just 
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moments later, Andersen had to come up with another huge 
stop to keep the score at 3-1. 

A two-on-one chance from Darnell Nurse got snuffed out 
again by Andersen in the final 30 seconds of the game, and 
that was the last chance they had. 

The finish was hectic, but the Hurricanes held on and picked 
up a 3-1 win over the Oilers, improving to 19-6-1 on the 
season and taking over in second place of the Metropolitan 
Division, at least for the time being. 

Andersen was tasked with holding off a later charge, but he 
was up to the task and stopped 22 of the 23 shots he saw. 
Aho’s three-point night charged Carolina’s offense again. 
Dating back to their win in Winnipeg at the beginning of the 
road trip, Aho has recorded a point on seven of the 
Hurricanes’ last eight goals scored. 

The Hurricanes will look to stay perfect on the road trip on 
Sunday when they visit the suddenly red-hot Vancouver 
Canucks.

 

They Said It: Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, and Jaccob Slavin on Hurricanes’ win in 
Edmonton  

Brind’Amour, Aho, and Slavin spoke to the media about 
shutting down McDavid and Draisaitl and winning their third 
straight game. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning streak to 
three games on Saturday night behind another two-goal 
game from Sebastian Aho. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Sebastian Aho, and Jaccob Slavin spoke 
to the media following the win. Here’s what they had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On how they managed to keep Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl off the scoreboard: It’s obvious. Their skill and 
everything. They pretty much do what they want to out there 
at times. You really gotta tip your hat to the guys. I thought 
we had a really good game. We took a couple of penalties 
and they got a little momentum off of that, but even then we 
killed those and did a nice job. Overall, it was a pretty solid 
effort. 

On guys like Sebastian Aho, Jaccob Slavin, and Frederik 
Andersen leading the team with their consistency: Our best 
players gotta be noticeable every night to be consistent as a 
group. It starts with those guys and they were all of that 
tonight. 

On if it was nice to see the offense come alive more after a 
slow game in Calgary: Two different games. That game, 
there wasn’t a lot either way. Tonight, they have a little more 
up-tempo game, and that allows for more chances one way 
and the other. We had a ton of opportunities, especially in 
the second period where it would’ve been nice to cash in. It 
was nice to get that third one in the third just to kind of give 
us a little breathing room. 

On his willingness to roll four lines and the benefit of that: We 
have depth there upfront, guys we can count on to play 
against other teams’ best players. That’s a definite help for 
us. 

Sebastian Aho 

On going up against McDavid and Draisaitl: It was a big 
challenge. Everyone knows that those two guys are pretty 
much the two best players in the league. It’s a fun challenge 
and a big task. You need more than one line to shut them 
down. Slavo, Freddie, just unbelievable efforts. I felt like we 

were defending pretty well. We could’ve handled the puck a 
little better, but overall, a very good effort by the team. 

On Andersen: Every night he gives us a chance to win. 
That’s all you can ask from a goalie. It was the same story 
tonight. He made huge saves here and there. It’s great to 
have him back there. 

On the success of the penalty kill: I think the most important 
guy on the PK is the goalie, especially against a power play 
like that. They’re very good and they move the puck super 
fast. They’re going to get some chances, but you have to 
make sure they don’t get any empty-net tap-ins. Freddie has 
to make some saves and you feel more comfortable knowing 
you have a hot goalie in your net. You feel comfortable to 
pressure. 

On if he put more pressure on himself to get the team out of 
their scoring rut: You don't really think that I have to score 
more or produce more. It’s more about the other stuff that 
comes first for our team. Just making sure to do every detail 
right and trust your linemates to see you when you’re open 
and when I have the puck to make the right play, but the 
work comes first. 

On what makes Nino Niederreiter so important on his line: 
He’s a big boy. He goes to the hoop. He knows it’s his job to 
go to the net and battle those pucks. Like you saw today, 
he’s got a good shot. He’s a good player. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On going up against McDavid and Draisaitl: It’s awesome. 
Those are the games you get up for a little more. They’re 
world-class players and it’s special. So when you get to play 
against them and shut them down, those are the games you 
dream about as a kid, at least I do as a defenseman trying to 
shut down the best players in the world. Our whole team did 
a great job tonight, top to bottom, shutting those guys down. 

On Andersen’s performance: It was huge. He stood on his 
head all night, especially down the stretch there. He was 
making some huge saves. If not for him, I don’t know if we 
win that game. He’s been standing on his head lately and we 
just have to keep giving our best effort in front of him. 

On Aho being the standout player in a game against two of 
the best players in the league: He’s a special player. We’ve 
had him for a long time now and we know what he’s capable 
of. It’s good that everyone else is starting to know that, as 
well, for him. Maybe not so much for us because other teams 
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might start bearing down on him more. It’s super special for 
him. He’s a great guy and a great teammate who just 

competes on the ice. It’s awesome to see him have the 
success that he’s having.

 

 

Canes stifle Oilers power play, Aho continues to dominate  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Center Sebastian Aho continued his recent tear with a pair of 
goals and an assist as the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
Edmonton Oilers 3-1 on Saturday, Dec. 11. The three-point 
effort put Aho at 12 points in his last five games. 

“He's a special player,” said defenseman Jaccob Slavin. 
“We've had him for a long time now so we know what he's 
capable of and it's good that everyone else is starting to 
know that as well.” 

Aho opened the scoring with a power-play goal in the first 
period and extended the Canes’ (19-6-1) lead to 3-1 early in 
the third, providing his team with some crucial breathing 
room down the stretch. The Oilers (16-10-0) finally drew 
some penalties in the third period, allowing them to put the 
best power-play unit in the league on the ice. 

The Canes’ penalty kill stood up to the challenge, however, 
rolling out the NHL’s second-best PK unit to keep the Oilers’ 
power play from scoring. Goaltender Frederik Andersen and 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin spearheaded the effort, keeping 
Edmonton off the scoreboard during two power plays in the 
final 20 minutes. Andersen made several key saves late 

while Slavin logged a whopping 29:49 time on ice, with much 
of that time coming in a crucial third period. 

“I think the most important guy on the PK is the goalie,” Aho 
said. “Especially against a power play like that, they're very 
good. They move the puck super fast; they're going to get 
some chances. … Freddie has to make some saves. You 
feel more confident because there's a hot goalie in your net.” 

The third period’s significance was set up by an eventful 
second period that contained the majority of the scoring 
action. Right wing Nino Niederreiter put the Canes up 2-0 
with a solo finish against Edmonton goalie Mikko Koskinen 
after receiving a long aerial pass from Aho. The Oilers, on 
the other hand, got their lone goal of the night by catching 
Carolina in the middle of a line change, allowing Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins to break away and beat Andersen. 

In addition to Aho’s run of form, center Vincent Trocheck 
made his mark on the game as well. In his 500th career NHL 
game, Trocheck assisted Aho on the game-opening goal. 

The Hurricanes continue their push westward, visiting 
Vancouver to take on the Canucks on Sunday, Dec. 12. 
Puck drop is set for 10 p.m.
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Wolves skate to eighth straight 

Texas native Stefan Noesen delivers the game-winner in 
overtime  

Andrew Poturalski set up Texas native Stefan Noesen for the 
game-winner 3:20 into overtime to give the Chicago Wolves 
their eighth win in a row — a 4-3 decision over the Texas 
Stars Saturday night at H-E-B Center. 

Poturalski, Noesen and C.J. Smith scored in regulation for 
the Wolves (16-4-1-1), who never trailed as they extended 
the American Hockey League’s longest winning streak and 
maintained their spot atop the Central Division. 

Poturalski, the Wolves captain, maintained his spot atop the 
AHL’s scoring charts as he racked up one goal and three 
assists to push his season total to 32 points (11 goals, 21 
assists) in 22 games. He stands seven points ahead of Smith 
and Stockton’s Jakob Pelletier. 

The Wolves grabbed the lead 5:21 into the night on 
Poturalski’s league-high-tying fifth power-play goal. Josh 
Leivo controlled the puck along the left half-wall, spied 
Poturalski at the top of the right circle and fed a pass that let 
him step into a snapper that beat goaltender Adam Scheel. 

Texas (7-9-3-1) pulled even on Ty Dellandrea’s goal at 
16:08. Josh Melnick worked his way into a 2-on-1 situation 
close to the net. Melnick flung a quick shot that goaltender 
Alex Lyon parried, but Dellandrea knocked home the 
rebound to end Lyon’s scoreless streak at 175 minutes and 
57 seconds. That marks the second-longest streak in the 
Wolves’ 28-season history — trailing only Elmhurst native 
Garret Sparks’ 191-minute, 14-second run during the 2019-
20 season. 

The Wolves took a 2-1 lead at 5:12 of the second on 
Noesen’s seventh of the year. Poturalski swiped a puck on 
the forecheck and skated behind the net in search of 

teammates. He sent a short pass to defenseman Jesper 
Sellgren, who noticed Noesen coming down the slot and fed 
him for a backhand one-timer. 

Texas answered exactly three minutes later as Anthony 
Louis threaded a pass to Riley Damiani, who was uncovered 
at the back post and made it 2-2 at 8:12 of the second. 

Smith and Poturalski teamed up to give the Wolves a 3-2 
edge with nine minutes remaining in regulation. After 
Poturalski forced a turnover near the blue line, Smith 
reached the loose puck in the slot and tapped to Poturalski 
for a 2-on-1 bearing down on the net. Poturalski flicked a 
short pass toward the left edge of the crease for Smith to lift 
it over the prone Scheel. 

Texas again forged a tie as former Wolves alternate captain 
Curtis McKenzie, playing his 500th pro game, tapped home a 
Dellandrea pass for a power-play goal with 2:26 to play. 

The Wolves earned the game-winner when Poturalski 
collected the puck along the left half-wall, headed toward the 
net and threaded a backhand pass between a defenseman’s 
legs through the crease to Noesen, who slapped a one-timer 
past Scheel. 

Chicago outshot Texas 33-30 for the night, which gave the 
Wolves a franchise-record 15th consecutive game 
outshooting their opponent. Lyon (7-1-1) posted 27 saves to 
earn his fourth straight win. Scheel (2-2-2) finished with 29 
stops. 

The Wolves wrap up their five-game road trip against Texas 
at 5 p.m. Sunday. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena at 11 
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 16, to face the Manitoba Moose, then 
hosts the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
18. To find great holiday deals on Wolves tickets and gear, 
visit ChicagoWolvesStore.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/article256455446.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256522076.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/aho-stays-hot-hurricanes-stymie-oilers-stars-in-win/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-continue-hot-streak-beat-edmonton-3-1/c-328926792 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-canucks/c-328926864 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-edmonton-oilers-game-recap/c-328795384 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-edmonton-oilers-canada-5b40de36c7bd870f3ffc117f6be6831e 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-vancouver-canucks-canada-e8598be2f666481eb47626a98e283a0a 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/12/22830083/aho-stays-hot-carolina-hurricanes-extend-winning-streak-ethan-bear-return-edmonton-oilers-

andersen 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/12/22830225/they-said-it-rod-brindamour-sebastian-aho-jaccob-slavin-carolina-hurricanes-win-edmonton-

oilers-nhl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-stifle-oilers-power-play-aho-continues-to-dominate/article_40b068b0-5b16-11ec-ab9f-

cf258124e9b6.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/11/wolves-skate-to-eighth-straight/ 
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Five takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ win over the Edmonton 
Oilers 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

So much is made of Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl of the 
Edmonton Oilers, and understandably so. There are few better, more 
dynamic players in the NHL. 

But the Carolina Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho and Jaccob Slavin can 
match up with them. Goaltender Frederik Andersen can stop them and 
did Saturday in a 3-1 road victory at Rogers Place. Aho scored twice and 
had an assist, Slavin headed up a tight defensive effort and Andersen 
had 24 saves for the Canes (19-6-1), who won their 12th road game of 
the season. 

Five takeaways from the Canes’ third straight win on the road trip: 

-- How do you keep McDavid and Draisaitl both off the scoresheet? Tight 
gaps, quick sticks, good anticipation, applied toughness. The Canes did 
that in shutting down the Oilers’ two big guns, who each had three shots. 

“Those are the games you dream of as a kid,” Slavin said. “Or at least I 
do as a defenseman.” 

So does Aho, who added, “It’s a big challenge. Everyone knows those 
two guys are pretty much the best players in the league, so it’s a fun 
challenge. It’s a big task and you definitely need more than one line to 
shut them down.” 

And a hot goalie. Andersen made some spectacular stops in the third 
period with the Oilers buzzing and twice on the power play. Said Slavin: 

“If not for him I don’t know if we win that game. He’s been standing on his 
head lately.” 

-- Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour says the mark of a good road team is 
consistency. And no one has been more consistent for the Canes than 
Aho, who scored on a first-period power play, assisted on Nino 
Niederreiter’s goal in the second and then stole the puck from goalie 
Mikko Koskinen by the net for a third-period goal to seal the win. 

Of Aho’s 14 goals this season, 11 have come on the road. The center 
has five straight multi-point games and five goals in his last three games, 
beating Calgary in overtime Thursday. 

-- The Oilers entered the game with the NHL’s top-ranked power play 
and the Canes checked in No. 2 in penalty killing. This night, the Canes 
had the edge. Aho notched the power-play goal of a nice pass from 
Vincent Trocheck, and the Canes denied the Oilers on both of their 
power plays -- both after Brady Skjei penalties in the third period -- while 
allowing four shots. 

“They’re very good and they move the puck super fast,” Aho said. “But 
you feel more confident when you know there’s a hot goalie in your net. 
You feel comfortable to pressure.” 

-- Niederreiter is a good fit on Aho’s line with Teuvo Teravainen, and he’s 
producing like a top-line guy. Niederreiter hustled to a puck in the neutral 
zone, skated down the left wing and beat Koskinen with a toe drag and 
quick release to push the Canes ahead 2-0 -- the eventual game-winning 
goal. 

Niederreiter has points in seven of the last eight games -- three goals, six 
assists -- and gives the Aho line a rugged forechecker who does some of 
his best work below the goal line. Aho: “He’s a big boy. Goes to the hoop. 
He knows it’s his job to go to the net.” 

-- It was an emotional night for Ethan Bear. Returning to Edmonton, 
playing against the team that drafted him, gave him his NHL start and 
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then traded him, was a game he had circled. “A lot of memories. It will be 
exciting,” he said after Saturday’s morning skate. 

It wasn’t a happy ending in Edmonton for Bear. He had a concussion last 
season. He endured some harsh criticism -- with some profane 
comments made about him -- after the Oilers were beaten by Winnipeg in 
the 2021 playoffs. Then, the trade. 

“I really did love playing here,” said Bear, who returned to the lineup after 
missing Thursday’s game in Calgary with an illness. “When I got traded, 
with all that happened, I didn’t know if I should be happy or sad. I say 
everything happens for a reason. It was time to leave and I think I’m in 
the right place now.” 
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Canucks: Mid-season coaching change can give everyone a fresh start, 
says Markus Naslund 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date: Dec 11, 2021  

 

Markus Naslund chuckled a little when it was pointed out that the 
Vancouver Canucks’ decision to replace Mike Keenan with Marc 
Crawford in March 1999 was a good thing for him. 

“Sure was,” he said from Sweden. The smile may not have been visible, 
but it was obvious. 

As a team, the 1998-99 season was a dreadful one for the Vancouver 
Canucks. But for Naslund, it was his first season as a truly consistent 
front-line player. He scored 36 goals in 80 games. 

But the hiring of Crawford was a breath of fresh air for the future captain. 

“He had a chat with me the first day he arrived and said ‘I had pretty 
good success with the last guy on my team from Örnsköldsvik and I’m 
hoping to have that with you as well'” Naslund said. “Although Keenan 
also played me quite a bit and showed trust in me that season.” 

That “last guy” was Peter Forsberg of course, the Colorado Avalanche 
superstar and childhood friend of Naslund who had been a key player in 
Crawford guiding the Avs to the Stanley Cup in 1996. 

Naslund, who was named Canucks captain by Crawford and general 
manager Brian Burke ahead of the 2000-01 season, had also 
experienced a midseason coaching change the season before, when 
Keenan was brought in to replace Tom Renney. 

While the Keenan switch didn’t lead to positive change on the ice, it did 
usher in a season of change for the roster, something that was 
desperately needed at the time. Keenan was eventually handed the GM’s 
keys, though never formally granted the title, and the man known as Iron 
Mike set about trading away much of the core that had carried the team 
to within one win of the Stanley Cup in 1994, ironically enough against 
Keenan’s New York Rangers. 

Even if Keenan’s old-school tactics were pretty out there, the new voice 
was a bit of fresh air at least, Naslund said. 

“I found that most of my experiences with midseason coaching changes 
gave the team a boost for some reason. It gives everyone a chance to a 
fresh start in the midst of low self confidence and all the negativity that 
comes from losing,” Naslund said. 

And that, at the very least, seems to be the motivation behind the 
replacement of Travis Green with Bruce Boudreau as the current 
Canucks head coach. 

Canucks defenceman Tyler Myers has experienced midseason coaching 
changes twice before. Lindy Ruff was fired late in Myers’ penultimate 
season in Buffalo, replaced by Ron Ralston, who was replaced by Ted 
Nolan early the next season. 

Neither change turned the fortunes of the Sabres. And Myers was traded 
to Winnipeg a few months after Nolan took over. 

“It seemed like my time in Buffalo, towards the end, we were going 
through quite a few different changes every few months. It’s all kind of a 
blur,” Myers said. 

“But this time around, as a player you never want to go through it. It’s a 
reflection on all of us, on how things were going and … it’s another form 
of adversity that you have to work through and come together and try and 
come out of it. And I think we’ve done a pretty good job the last week of 
finding some energy and intensity that we were lacking beforehand.” 

But he also admitted there was a through-line to their play, that no matter 
who the coach is, the players have to do the job. And they didn’t do their 
job often enough under Green. 

“It comes down to work. I think, as a whole, you know, our group has just 
worked a lot harder in the last couple of weeks,” Myers said. “And then I 
think the system stuff comes second. The work’s got to be there. The 
belief has got to be there. And now, it’s gone pretty well for us the past 
five, six games, and we just have to keep pushing forward. There’s a lot 
of season left. We’ve got to make sure we remember this feeling and 
bring it into each game and make sure that we make this a long term 
thing.” 

Firing the coach and general manager was a clear message. 

“It’s a reflection on how the team was not performing. And it was 
definitely a wake up call for all of us. You know, each and every one of us 
from the top to the bottom, has to look in the mirror, find a way to bring 
more to the rink every day, find a way to get better as individuals and as 
a group. And we’ve done that, we’ve started to do that here the last 
week, but like I said before, it’s something we need to continue to keep 
building.” 
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Canucks notebook: Pettersson pulls a Forsberg, using his old stick 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date: Dec 11, 2021  

 

Elias Pettersson’s shootout-winning goal on Friday night for the 
Vancouver Canucks against the Winnipeg Jets had a very familiar look to 
it, where he skated left but pushed the puck right, trailing his stick to 
guide the puck back around the sprawling goaltender. 

It’s called ‘The Forsberg,’ after retired Swedish superstar Peter Forsberg, 
who used the move to score the gold-medal winning goal at the 1994 
Winter Olympics against Canadian goalie Corey Hirsch, who now works 
as the analyst on Canucks radio broadcasts for Sportsnet 650. 

Post-game Friday, Hirsch asked Pettersson if he knew who Forsberg had 
scored his most famous goal on. 

Pettersson admitted he didn’t, though he’d seen the highlight many 
times. 

“Corey Hirsch, the guy you’re talking to right now,” the retired goalie told 
him, drawing laughs all around. 
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Saturday, Pettersson said he was feeling more confident in his play. 

“I’m feeling better. I’m just trying to work hard. Now we’re winning. We’re 
happy with that. Just got to continue the momentum and try win as many 
games as possible,” he said, smiling. “And of course after that shoot out, 
I feel really, really good.” 

Pettersson also revealed that he was back to playing with a Bauer stick, 
similar to what he’d used in past seasons, with an 82 flex rating. He said 
that in the summer he was shipped a batch of sticks that he only realized 
later weren’t correct. 

“I thought I’d got a lot stronger in the summer but the sticks tricked me, 
so then I thought I had to go up a little bit (in stiffness) and then I had to 
make the stick longer. (But) I tried the 82 flex again and it felt good,” he 
said. 

System change 

Head coach Bruce Boudreau said one thing he’ll be working on with his 
team is working to drive their offence off plays from behind the net, rather 
than working for shots from the point, as they’d done under Travis Green. 

“If you’ve ever watched my teams, I mean, there’s cycling, working 
behind the net, below the circles, being very tough to play against, having 
three guys in on the same side, rather than spread them out. They’ve got 
to be tight together,” he said. 

Two of Boudreau’s past teams — Washington and Anaheim — had some 
big, powerful stars on it, but he pointed out he also had success playing 
this way in Minnesota, where his lineup wasn’t as big but was filled with 
speedy skaters. 

“And that’s what we’ll try to get here, is being really good below the 
circles.” 

Defensive depth 

Travis Hamonic is on the injured reserve list an will be out with a lower-
body injury at least two or three weeks, Boudreau said before Friday’s 
game, while Oliver Ekman-Larsson will probably be back sometime in the 
next week. 

The Canucks called up Noah Juulsen to serve as the team’s seventh 
defenceman for the time being. The team also has a spare forward in 
Justin Dowling. 

But if there’s another injury, the Canucks won’t be able to call anyone up 
as they currently only have US$600,000 in cap space. 

If they got down to just the minimum roster — 12 forwards, six 
defencemen and two goalies — and sustained another injury, they would 
be allowed to recall a player from Abbotsford under emergency 
conditions. 
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Wild's winning streak ends at eight games with 2-1 'frustrating' loss at 
L.A. 

 

Sarah McLellan 

19-24 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES – The Wild's knack for hitting the reset button was 
pushed to the back burner as the victories piled up in recent weeks, but 
the time has come to dust off that trait. 

A lopsided special-teams battle combined with a clunky start 
extinguished the Wild's season-high eight-game win streak on Saturday 
in a 2-1 letdown to the Kings in front of 15,897 at Staples Center. It was 
the team's first loss since Nov. 21. 

"We forget about it," Marcus Foligno said. "We had one game tonight, 
and we lost it. That's the mentality it has to be." 

One more victory and the Wild would have tied for the second longest 
win streak in team history and tied the Hurricanes for the longest in the 
NHL this season. 

Instead, it suffered just its seventh regulation-time loss and failed to 
reclaim first place in the NHL. Its 19 wins and 39 points, however, remain 
tops in the Central Division. 

The Wild is back in action on Sunday, concluding this four-game road trip 
at Vegas. 

"It's not the end of the world," said goalie Kaapo Kahkonen, who made 
35 saves in a strong spot start. "We lost one game here. It's good the 
next game is [Sunday] night, and we get right back at it." 

Los Angeles' Brendan Lemieux pushed the Kings past the Wild in the 
third period, converting on a loose puck in front at 9 minutes, 15 seconds 
in his first game back after a five-game suspension for biting the 
Senators' Brady Tkachuk. 

This was the Wild's first loss this season when tied after two periods (6-
1). 

Although the Kings didn't grab the lead until the final period, the Wild 
looked off from the get-go. 

The team committed three penalties in the first period and although the 
Kings didn't take advantage, they did generate pressure and ended up 
throwing 13 pucks on net in the period where Kahkonen was appearing 
in place of Cam Talbot. 

"I don't think our minds were quite there tonight early," coach Dean 
Evason said, "and I think the frustration level built a little bit." 

This parade to the penalty box continued in the second, and that's when 
Los Angeles almost broke the stalemate. 

Wild penalty kills were hemmed in their own zone as the Kings played 
keep-away, a game that continued as Dmitry Kulikov snapped his stick 
on a clearing attempt. 

Even after Alex Goligoski rejoined the action from the penalty box, giving 
the Wild three defenseman on the ice, the team struggled to win back 
possession. Jon Merrill ended up playing 3:17 before making it to the 
Wild bench for a change. 

"Spent too much time in our end, for sure," Merrill said. 

The Wild finished 5-for-5 on the penalty kill, but the effort it took to fend 
off Los Angeles was draining. 

"Six minutes out 20 in your zone is tough," Foligno said. "We were in our 
zone pretty much for the full two minutes, too. So, it's grueling. It's taxing. 
You never want to do that to yourselves when you're playing that stop-
and-start game early." 

Still, the team's power play served up the eventual icebreaker. 

Foligno tipped a shot at 13:11 from Matt Dumba, who was back in the 
lineup after missing Thursday's game at San Jose with a non-COVID 
illness. The Wild was still down a regular defenseman, though, as Jonas 
Brodin was out with an upper-body injury. Brodin is "very doubtful" to play 
Sunday, Evason said. 

Foligno's goal was his 12th of the season, one behind Ryan Hartman's 
team-leading 13 and one shy of his career high from 2016-17 with 
Buffalo. 
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This was also a season-high fourth straight game that featured a Wild 
power play goal. Ten of the team's 15 power play goals have come on 
the road, including six in the last six road contests. The team blanked on 
its only other chance, with Evason making note of the disparity in 
opportunities and pointing out a non-call against Hartman late in the third 
period. 

"It's a frustrating night," Evason said. "We got behind with some 
penalties, and we never got any back. If you're going to call penalties, 
keep the standard the same and make the calls. It doesn't matter what 
time of the game is. You gotta make that call." 

Just 1:18 after Foligno scored, the Kings tied the game when Phillip 
Danault put back his own rebound after Kahkonen made an impressive 
pad stop on the first attempt. 

Kahkonen also had another key stop on Los Angeles captain Anze 
Kopitar before the second wrapped up. He's now 4-2-1 on the season. 

At the other end, Jonathan Quick had 30 saves, including a handful in the 
waning seconds as the Wild vied for the game-tying goal. 

The team didn't capitalize on that push, but it won't have to wait long to 
resume it. 

"We expect tomorrow night just to really come together, show our 
character and make sure we get a win on this road trip," Foligno said. 
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Gameday preview: Wild has quick turnaround trip to Vegas 

 

Sarah McLellan4-5 minutes 12/10/2021 

8 p.m. at Vegas • BSN, 100.3-FM 

 

Wild update: This is the sixth of 14 back-to-backs this season for the 
Wild. So far, the team is 2-2-1 in the second half. The last time the Wild 
was in Vegas the team's rally fell short 3-2 on Nov. 11. That dropped the 
Wild to 5-3-1 all-time during the regular season at Vegas. Overall, the 
Wild is 11-3-3 against the Golden Knights in the regular season. 

Golden Knights update: The Golden Knights were last in action on 
Friday, losing 4-3 at home to the Flyers, who ended a 10-game winless 
skid. That setback ended Vegas' three-game winning streak. ... LW Max 
Pacioretty is on a goal-scoring tear of late. He scored twice vs. 
Philadelphia and has seven goals over his past five games. G Robin 
Lehner is 10-9 with a .906 save percentage and 3.11 goals-against 
average. 
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Scoggins: Guerin's vision for Wild coming to fruition in goal scoring and 
wins 

 

Chip Scoggins 

16-20 minutes 12/11/2021 

 

Bill Guerin paced the front of a conference room on the first day of 
training camp. 

"What is it all about?" the general manager asked as Wild veterans and 
prospects listened intently. 

Then Guerin posed that question directly to team captain Jared 
Spurgeon. 

"Hard work and having fun," Spurgeon responded. 

Forget that, Guerin barked, except he chose a more colorful word than 
forget. 

"This is about winning," he said, adding a variation of that same colorful 
word. 

The GM laughed when reminded of his opening address. 

"It was completely off the cuff," he said. "It was pretty funny. I didn't 
expect Spurgy to miss it." 

Oh, his players got the message. Guerin woke up Friday morning with his 
team sitting No. 1 in the NHL standings in points. 

Guerin likes the sound of that. 

"We are not here to just play, we're here to win," he said. "There are a lot 
of players that are not in the league that can just play. We want players 
who are going to help us win. That's why we're in the National Hockey 
League. To win." 

A blistering start has made the Wild one of the league's best stories and 
provides affirmation to Guerin's organizational makeover. The roster is 
deep, the offense explosive, the style of play entertaining. And there is a 
collective spirit on the ice that reflects a positive vibe in the locker room. 

No need to rehash old issues that infiltrated previous seasons. The new 
Wild is a different product that is enjoyable to watch. 

Guerin is quick to share credit for the success, but his tenure has been 
filled with smart, bold decisions that have put the team on a new heading. 
He is a straight shooter who has a clear vision and he's not afraid to 
make moves that might be unpopular or even risky if he believes it will 
push the organization closer to contending for a championship. 

He took the interim tag from Dean Evason and gave him the job full time 
even though Guerin had an opportunity to go outside and hire someone 
he knew better. 

He sandblasted the roster in a shakeup that sent established players 
elsewhere and opened the door for younger players to showcase their 
talent. He parted ways with cornerstones Zach Parise and Ryan Suter 
knowing he would face steep salary cap ramifications in the future. 

He didn't so much as blink when someone floated the silly notion that 
Kirill Kaprizov might stay home and play in Russia as a leverage tool 
during protracted contract negotiations. 

Reshaping a team's identity and culture is a step-by-step process, some 
more complicated than others. Guerin's roster maneuvering and overall 
messaging brought kick-in-the-pants urgency to an organization that, 
quite frankly, had grown stale. 

Guerin likes the makeup of his team and the chemistry he sees behind 
the scenes. 

"You can tell by the way that they play," he said. "You have to create it 
and this group really has it." 

The way the Wild is winning feels so foreign to its reputation. The team 
entered the weekend No. 3 in the NHL in goals per game. Kaprizov is 
gobbling up points by the bushel but scoring flows up and down the 
lineup, a testament to the team's depth. 

In seasons past, the Wild made scoring goals look so arduous that 
games were practically unwatchable. Bland, meh hockey. 
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Guerin found a kindred spirit in Evason in espousing a faster pace and 
more offensive playmaking. 

"We want our players to have fun playing the game," Guerin said. "The 
way the game is played now, you have to skate, you have to be able to 
move the puck, you have to be able to make plays, you have to be able 
to produce. That's just the game now. And it's fun. Our guys are having 
fun. You can see it in their faces." 
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Fiala gets some puck luck to end his goalless drought 

 

Sarah McLellan 

14-18 minutes 12/11/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES — The rebound caromed right to Kevin Fiala as the 
winger faced a mostly empty net. 

"I thought it was going to bounce over my stick," Fiala said. 

That's the type of puck luck, or lack thereof, Fiala had over the past few 
weeks, but not on Thursday at San Jose. 

Fiala buried that shot, ending a seven-game goalless drought and 
opening the scoring in a 5-2 victory for the Wild. 

"It felt really good," Fiala said. "Can't lie about that, for sure. But it's gotta 
keep rolling." 

It was Fiala's fourth goal of the season. He could have plenty more based 
on his shot total. 

After the game vs. the Sharks, Fiala was tied with center Ryan Hartman 
for the team lead in shots at 89. And Fiala generated numerous close 
calls during his dry spell — putting 30 shots on net and winding up on 46 
pucks overall in between his third goal on Nov. 21 at Tampa Bay and that 
finish against San Jose. 

"We've been winning, so it's great for the team," Fiala said. "That's what's 
been motivating me to keep going. I feel like I've been playing actually 
really, really good. Been hitting the post and having good chances. Just 
couldn't get it in. [Thursday] I got it in, and hopefully it keeps going." 

Greenway on the power play 

Fiala also had a role in another goal Thursday, setting up Jordan 
Greenway in the second period on the eventual game-winner. 

"Kev made a pretty good play at the blue line," said Greenway, who sent 
a wrist shot past Sharks goalie Adin Hill. "Put it on a platter for me, so I 
just had to find a way to beat the goalie." 

The goal came on the power play, the first Greenway has scored in his 
career — a change of scenery for the winger that he merited through his 
recent performance. 

Before scoring twice vs. San Jose, Greenway had two goals and two 
assists over his previous four games. 

"His play warranted that he got an opportunity there," coach Dean 
Evason said. "We've talked about how good he's played for the last 
month, and he wasn't getting rewarded. But you play the right way, you 
get some looks and he's made the best of it." 

Winter Classic spotlight 

Captain Jared Spurgeon was featured in the second episode of the 
"Road to the NHL Winter Classic," which was televised Wednesday on 
TNT. 

The clip showed Spurgeon watching the Wild while he was sidelined with 
a lower-body injury and spending time with his wife, Danielle, and their 
four children. 

"The young ones took a little to warm up to it, but they'll like it in the long 
run to look back at it," said Spurgeon, who returned from that injury on 
Thursday. "So it's pretty cool." 

Prospect update 

Goaltender Jesper Wallstedt, who was drafted 20th overall by the Wild 
earlier this year, has been named to Sweden's roster for the World Junior 
Championship that begins Dec. 26 in Edmonton and Red Deer, Alberta. 

New name 

The Wild's visit to downtown Los Angeles on Saturday to take on the 
Kings was the last time the team will play at Staples Center before the 
arena changes its iconic name after a 22-year run. 
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'You're terrible out here!' NHL players must have talent, grit and ... thick 
skin 

 

Sarah McLellan 

31-39 minutes 12/11/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES — Jets defenseman Logan Stanley tumbled to the ice, 
his 6-foot-7 frame crumpling after he pasted the Wild's Kirill Kaprizov into 
the boards. 

Despite being 9 inches shorter and weighing 20-plus pounds less, 
Kaprizov barely flinched, and he even shoved Stanley while Stanley was 
still sprawled. 

But Stanley wasn't just clashing with Kaprizov during that Oct. 19 game 
at Xcel Energy Center. He was also taking heat from Marcus Foligno, 
who piped up from the Wild bench. 

"Big tree fall hard," Foligno bellowed, drawing on a saying he 
remembered hearing when he was younger and there was an 
intimidating 12-year-old on the other team. 

"I just had to let Stanley know that even the big trees fall down once in a 
while," said Foligno, who is known as "Moose" to his teammates. "Little 
things like that can really tick guys off." 

In between the rattling of the boards and the clatter from sticks, another 
melody croons on the ice. 

Players supply a playlist of digs, insults and taunts, a diss track that they 
refer to as chirping. 

"It's just always been there, and I think it always will," Joel Eriksson Ek 
said. 

This commentary can be factual or hyperbole, laced with profanity or 
right to the point. Not everyone responds, and some players are off limits. 
And in front of the opposing bench, that's the lion's den. 

But these slights aren't intended to only ruffle the recipient. They can also 
help the sender. 
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"It gets you emotionally involved in the game," Foligno said. "It brings you 
into the battle." 

The subject matter for these quips can range, but a common theme is 
ripping someone's skill. 

Questioning why a player is in the NHL is a typical take, and a slower 
skater might hear, "Get the piano off your back." 

Telling someone he doesn't deserve an award is another tactic. 

That was inspiration for Foligno against Winnipeg earlier this season, 
with him shouting to the Jets' Mark Scheifele that Eriksson Ek is "a better 
Selke" — referring to the annual trophy given to the best defensive 
forward in the NHL. 

"That can get under guys' skin," Foligno said, "especially guys that take 
pride in being a defensive forward in that Selke position. That was more 
having Ekker's back and obviously Scheifele didn't win it, so I think just a 
little salt to the wound." 

Newcomers to the NHL are also susceptible. 

"I've seen where guys go up to a rookie and say, 'You need to have over 
100 games to talk to me,'" Foligno said. 

Even paychecks can be criticized. 

"If you've got a guy who's just in the league trying to fight someone who's 
good, I hear a lot, 'You're in a different tax bracket' type of thing," Jordan 
Greenway said. 

Honesty, humor and honor 

What makes a quality chirp is some truth and a quick delivery. 

"There's some guys who are just wittier than others," Matt Dumba said. 
"[They] come up with stuff on the spot." 

If players on the other team think it's funny, too, that deserves kudos. 

"Anytime you can get their teammates to laugh, at that point they just 
gotta give you credit for the joke," Ryan Hartman said. 

The zingers that linger long after the delivery are also well-executed. 

"The best chirps are subtle ones that maybe you second-guess your own 
game," goalie Cam Talbot said. "It's in the back of your mind like ... 
'Really?' Maybe the more subtle, the better. Maybe it gets the other guy 
thinking more than he should." 

The trash talk happens around the net, after whistles, before faceoffs and 
especially while skating by the bench. 

"Get off. You're terrible out here," is one sound-off. 

Icings and poor passes are also pointed out, rivalry games can get 
particularly loud, and the playoffs are gabfests. 

Feedback, however, isn't equally distributed. 

Superstars are a no-go; the only way to send them a message is to keep 
them off the scoresheet. 

"It's tough to obviously chirp guys that have won Stanley Cups because 
they just pull that out on you," Foligno said. "That's the ultimate 
comeback is, 'How many Stanley Cups do you have?' And if you have 
none, you have no comeback." 

Not everyone counters. 

Talbot doesn't participate in the chatter. 

"I try to stay away from that," he said. "That's a mental game that those 
guys like to play. I just like to keep to myself and go about my business." 

Eriksson Ek also is quiet. 

"I've just never been a guy that talks on the ice to other teams," he said. 
"I'm just trying to stay in my lane and just play the game." 

His non-reaction, though, still seems to ignite the ire of the opposition 
since scrums tend to fan around him. 

"It's because I play with Moose maybe," Eriksson Ek said. 

Foligno, however, does recall Eriksson Ek having a spat with the Kings' 
Adrian Kempe. 

"They're yelling at each other, but it's in [Swedish]," Foligno said. "I'm 
trying to help out Ekker, and I'm like, 'I don't know what's going on here. 
You guys can deal with it.'" 

Even if a player doesn't speak up, he still might get heckled. And if 
someone doesn't have thick skin, he will only become a bigger target. 

"Whether you dish it or not, no matter who you are, you're going to get it," 
Greenway said. "But you can't take it to heart. I think the best guys don't 
even think about it." 

This back-and-forth can actually help a player get more engaged in the 
game, keeping him alert knowing he could be on the receiving end after 
making his voice heard. 

And that's why this conversation happens. 

Players are competitive, and they are searching for an edge that can help 
their team. 

"Some guys don't like to be chirped at, especially the skilled guys," 
Foligno said. "The grinders, they're just built that way that they've been 
doing it for such a long time; they know how to handle it. But some skill 
guys don't like it. 

"You're on them. You're all over them all game. You're yelling at them. It 
can really tick them off and maybe get them thinking about something 
else rather than their next play. I think that just puts an advantage on the 
team that's doing it." 
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Wild winning streak comes to an end with loss to Kings 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-5 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES — Maybe it shouldn’t come as a surprise that the Wild 
looked a little bit out of sorts in Saturday’s game against the Los Angeles 
Kings. 

Not only did the Wild have a full day off on Friday to soak up the sun in 
Southern California, they did not have a morning skate on Saturday due 
to the Los Angeles Clippers playing the Orlando Magic in an NBA game 
at Staples Center earlier in the afternoon. 

That made for some sloppy play throughout the game and in the end the 
Wild suffered a 2-1 loss to the Kings to snap their winning streak at eight 
games. 

“I think our legs were there,” coach Dean Evason said. “I don’t think our 
minds were quite there tonight early on and I think the frustration level 
built a little bit.” 

That sloppiness manifested itself in the form of penalties early on. For 
most of the first period the Wild couldn’t stay out of their on way as Kirill 
Kaprizov, Joel Eriksson Ek, and Kaapo Kahkonen all took minors. That 
wasn’t exactly a recipe for success as there were some tired legs 
heading into the locker room at intermission. 
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“I think by that point there was a lot of momentum gained,” Evason said. 
“We expended a hell of a lot of energy early in that hockey game killing 
penalties.” 

It was much of the same in the second period as the Wild got tagged for 
another penalty midway through the frame. They were lucky to keep the 
Kings off the board on the ensuing penalty kill as Nico Sturm, Brandon 
Duhaime, Jon Merrill and Dmitry Kulikov got trapped on the ice for a full 
two minutes. 

“I don’t think we were happy with our game tonight,” Merrill said. “Took us 
a while to find our legs and they kind of got to their game and got some 
momentum on the power play and spent too much time in our end for 
sure.” 

Still, the Wild scored the first goal midway through the second period as 
Marcus Foligno cashed in to make it 1-0. He was credited for the goal 
after using his big body to redirect an initial shot from Matt Dumba. 

Though that momentarily put the Wild in the driver’s seat, the Kings 
responded almost immediately, tying the game at 1-1 a minute and a half 
later with goal from center Phillip Danault. That came after Kahkonen 
made an incredible save on an initial shot from the point. 

For the Wild, allowing that quick response eventually came back to bite 
them as winger Brendan Lemieux made it 2-1 in favor of the Kings 
midway though the third period with a greasy goal in front. That proved to 
be the game-winner as the Wild pulled Kahkonen for an extra attacker 
down the stretch and failed to net the equalizer. 

For the Wild, a chance to salvage the road trip comes in Sunday’s game 
against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“We don’t change anything,” Kahkonen said. “We try to score a few more 
goals and stay out of the box a little bit more. I think we’ll be fine. It’s not 
the end of the world. We lost one game here. It’s good the next game is 
tomorrow night and we get right back at it.” 

As much as the winning streak was something fun for outsiders to talk 
about, it was never a focus for the Wild. Internally, they are looking big 
picture night in and night out, well aware that they have what it takes to 
make a run this season. 

“We had one game tonight and we lost it,” Foligno said. “That’s the 
mentality it has to be. We can’t be all excited because we won eight and 
say to ourselves, ‘Well, it was a good run.’ It’s not the mentality we want 
this season.” 

“You can’t focus on the past,” Foligno added. “You’ve got to stay right in 
the present and that’s what we talked about before the game.” 

BRIEFLY 

Jonas Brodin missed Saturday’s game with an upper-body injury. Asked 
about Brodin after the loss, Evason said he is “very doubtful” for for 
Sunday’s game. 
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Wild winger Kevin Fiala finally scored a goal. Will a hot streak follow? 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 12/11/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES — You’ve got to give Wild winger Kevin Fiala some 
credit. As snakebitten as he’s been this season, he’s maintained a good 
sense of humor through it all. 

Need proof? After scoring a big goal in Thursday’s win over the San Jose 
Sharks, the 25-year-old winger cracked a joke that was emblematic of his 
struggles so far. 

Asked what he was thinking with the puck bouncing right to him with an 
open net in front, Fiala quipped, “I thought it was going to bounce over 
my stick.” 

That’s been the case for much of the past month. 

No player on the Wild has generated as many scoring chance as Fiala, 
yet he hasn’t been able to find the back of the net with any sort of 
regularity. He has 17 points (4 goals, 13 assists) to this point and should 
have way more than that. 

Maybe that’s why Fiala let out so a big roar as the puck found the back of 
the net early in Thursday’s win. 

“It felt really good,” Fiala said. “I can’t lie about that.” 

What has kept Fiala motivated through the struggles? 

“We’ve been winning so it’s great for the team,” Fiala said. “That’s been 
motivating me to keep going. I feel like I’ve been playing really, really 
good. Just couldn’t get it in. This was the night I (did) and hopefully it 
keeps going.” 

His teammates have no doubt that Fiala will catch fire at some point. He 
always seems to follow up scoring droughts with hot streaks. 

“He’s got a ton of talent,” fellow winger Jordan Greenway said. “He’s 
been playing well. He might not have as many goals as he wants. But 
he’s been contributing. I feel like he gets chances every night. He’s been 
a big part of us having the success that we’ve had. We lean on him a lot 
and we’re going to continue to. He’s still doing good things and I’m pretty 
sure if he keeps working on it and staying patient things will come for 
him.” 

KAHKONEN STARTS 

Wild goaltender Kaapo Kahkonen got the start between the pipes in 
Saturday’s game against the Los Angeles Kings. He entered the contest 
having won his past four starts, getting wins over the New York Islanders, 
the Arizona Coyotes twice and the New Jersey Devils. 

“He’s been really big and he’s getting out and challenging,” coach Dean 
Evason said. “He’s played very well as of late.” 

That means goaltender Cam Talbot will likely get the start in Sunday’s 
game against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

SHAW IMPRESSES 

Wild winger Mason Shaw certainly didn’t look out of place in his NHL 
debut. He was all over the ice in Thursday’s win and impressed the 
coaching staff in the process. 

“I thought he was great,” Evason said. “He went to the net, played a gritty 
game, skated. What we were most impressed with is he was not afraid of 
the moment. You saw him on the bench and it was like it was his 10th 
year in the league. He’s very positive and very confident.” 
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Brendan Lemieux and the Kings take a bite out of the Wild's win streak 
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Michael Russo 

11-14 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES – Brendan Lemieux returned from his five-game 
suspension for biting Brady Tkachuk’s hand and promptly chomped down 
on the Wild’s eight-game winning streak. 

The NHL’s longest active win streak is history after the Wild paid for an 
overall sluggish performance and their worst execution in weeks during a 
2-1 loss Saturday to the Los Angeles Kings at Staples Center. 

Lemieux, the son of former NHL agitator and prolific scorer Claude 
Lemieux, scored the tiebreaking goal midway through the third period. It 
became the winner after the Wild were unable to push the game to 
overtime despite a number of close calls during a mad scramble in the 
waning seconds. The Wild lost in regulation for the first time since Nov. 
20 and saw their nine-game point streak end as well. 

“We forget about it,” said Marcus Foligno, who scored on a second-
period power play for a short-lived 1-0 Wild lead. “We had one game 
tonight, and we lost it. That’s the mentality it has to be. You can’t be all 
excited because you won eight and say to yourself, ‘Well, it was a good 
run.’ It’s not the mentality we want this year.” 

Well that really bites for the Wild. 

The Wild have a quick turnaround with a game Sunday night at Vegas. 
“We expect just to really come together, show our character and make 
sure we get a win,” Foligno said. “We win (Sunday), it’s a great road trip. 
It’s just one of those things where you can’t focus on the past. You’ve got 
to stay right in the present.” 

One issue is the Wild played Saturday night without defenseman Jonas 
Brodin, who is sidelined by an upper-body injury and is “very doubtful” to 
play against the Golden Knights, coach Dean Evason said. Brodin, in the 
midst of an outstanding season, is arguably the Wild’s most poised 
defenseman, especially when it comes to getting the puck out of trouble, 
moving it up the ice and tracking high-end offensive players. Coincidence 
or not, the Wild played their most scrambled game in their own end in 
weeks. 

“He settles things down for us, and he’s always a one-man breakout 
every time the puck comes to him,” said defenseman Jon Merrill, who 
was paired with Brodin’s normal defense partner, Matt Dumba, who 
played despite being sick as a dog the past few days. “We definitely miss 
him every time he’s out of the lineup.” 

Had Dumba not played, a well-traveled minor leaguer, 30-year-old Kevin 
Czuczman, would have played his 16th NHL game and first with the Wild. 
But Dumba had a tough game, especially turning the puck over before 
Phillip Danault’s tying goal 71 seconds after Dumba assisted on Foligno’s 
power-play goal and committing a delay-of-game penalty in the third 
period. 

Dumba was hardly the only one that struggled. 

Tag-team first-liners Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello had trouble 
making passes and catching pucks. Kevin Fiala returned to throwing 
pucks away recklessly. Ryan Hartman, the Wild’s goal-scoring leader, 
with 13, shanked a backdoor one-timer, was robbed by Jonathan Quick 
not long before Lemieux’s winner and saw another one-time attempt with 
a gaping net in front of him blocked by Tobias Bjornfot. Even Jared 
Spurgeon continually had trouble keeping pucks in the offensive zone. 

After Lemieux’s goal, he skated by the Wild’s bench and talked smack 
like his first name was Mario, not Brendan. That drew the ire of everyone 
on the bench, including Foligno, who sprayed his water bottle toward 
Lemieux, and rookie Brandon Duhaime, who faked like he was going to 
club Lemieux over the head with his stick. 

“Just him being him,” Foligno said. “Scores one goal and then comes by 
our bench and thinks he’s Sidney Crosby out there. That stuff bothers ya. 

It sucks it’s so late in the game. You’d like to see a response, but he’s not 
really out there anymore. So it’s just one of those things where it’s just 
you got to forget about that guy. He’s an agitator, and not a very good 
one at that.” 

It was a frustrating game for the Wild, who came out predictably flat after 
Evason canceled Friday’s practice despite the fact that the Wild couldn’t 
hold a morning skate Saturday because the Clippers played earlier in the 
day at Staples Center. 

The Wild then paraded to the penalty box in the first period. Dubious calls 
or not, the Wild had to kill three penalties that period and five in the 
game. At one point, Merrill, Duhaime, Dmitry Kulikov and Nico Sturm 
were trapped for two minutes on one kill after Duhaime and Kulikov 
couldn’t clear the zone. Merrill, in fact, was stuck out there for 3:17. 

“I just think it’s not good for the momentum,” said Merrill, who accounted 
for eight of the Wild’s 27 blocked shots. “They’re spending too much time 
in our end, and that kind of just bleeds into the rest of the period, and 
they keep the momentum and stay on us a little bit.” 

The Wild went 5-for-5 on the kill, but it was not a good recipe to win the 
game, nor is it how they want to head into Vegas, where they follow 
Saturday’s 7:30 p.m. game with a 6 p.m. puck drop. 

The Wild also didn’t get the benefit of the calls, and that was frustrating to 
Evason and the team. That’s because the power play has actually been a 
bright spot lately for the Wild on the road. Foligno’s fourth power-play 
goal of the season extended Minnesota’s power-play goal streak to four 
games. Ten of the Wild’s 15 power-play goals this season have come on 
the road, including six power-play goals in the past six road games. The 
Wild are tied for sixth this season in road power-play goals. 

Two egregious calls ignored by usual suspect Steve Kozari and young 
ref Beau Halkidis were Hartman’s being tripped in front of the net with 90 
seconds left and Kaprizov’s being tripped at center ice in the second 
period. 

“It’s a frustrating night,” Evason said. “We got behind with some penalties 
and we never got any back. At the end, I don’t know what they were 
looking at. Hartzy gets just tripped right in front of them. Right in front of 
the net. It’s a penalty. 

“If you’re going to call penalties, keep the standard the same and make 
the calls. It doesn’t matter what time of the game is. You gotta make that 
call. We should have had a power play at the end, but we still had a lot of 
chances, obviously, to score goals. Even with the net pulled there, we 
just missed the net. We competed our butts off.” 

Quick denied Joel Eriksson Ek twice and Kaprizov once, and Zuccarello 
whipped a rebound through the crease with a corner of the cage open. 

As for the Kaprizov no-call, Evason said, sarcastically, “Said that we 
stepped on his stick. I don’t get it. But I guess it’s a fast game.” 

In the end, the Wild wasted a terrific goaltending effort by Kaapo 
Kahkonen, who stopped 35-of-37 shots. The Wild had chances to win 
late, no doubt, but they wouldn’t have even had a prayer had Kahkonen 
not been sharp throughout. 

“I think our legs were there. I don’t think our minds were quite there 
tonight early, and I think the frustration level built a little bit,” Evason said. 
“I thought we caught it, but I think by that point there was a lot of 
momentum gained and we expended a hell of a lot of energy early in that 
hockey game killing penalties.” 

The Wild’s trademark under Evason has been to bounce back quickly 
and not allow for losing streaks. In 95 games with Evason as coach, the 
Wild have not lost more than two in a row. 

So, Sunday night, in a quick turnaround against a very good team that 
dispatched them in seven games last postseason, the Wild will try to nip 
this in the bud and reenergize quickly from an atypical performance 
Saturday. 
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The Wild do expect Freddy Gaudreau to return to the lineup after being in 
COVID-19 protocol for the past six games. We’ll see if Rem Pitlick, a 
healthy scratch the past two games, gets back in, too, to give Minnesota 
a much-needed four fresh legs in the second game of a back-to-back. 

“We’ve been playing really good. And Vegas is Vegas,” Foligno said. “It’s 
obviously a physical game against them, and we don’t like them. So it’s 
one of those things where (it’s an) easy game to get up for. We want to 
win that one, especially against a team like that. They’re playing well 
lately, too, and got some guys back from last time we played them. So 
we expect a tougher game, but again, we’re just gonna show a lot of 
character winning that game.” 

Brackett on McBain, next year’s draft 

Wild general manager Bill Guerin took in last week’s Boston College-
Brown game to watch Wild prospects Jack McBain, Nikita Nesterenko 
and Marshall Warren. McBain, the 2018 third-round pick, can become a 
free agent Aug. 15 if not signed by Minnesota. 

McBain’s career has really taken off during his senior year. He has a 
team-leading nine goals and 20 points. 

“He’s used his time really well at Boston College,” said director of 
amateur scouting Judd Brackett, who sees McBain a lot because he’s 
based in Massachusetts. “Came in from Tier 2 in Ontario, big frame. He 
continues to grow. I mean, put on close to 15 pounds this offseason, and 
he’s got great work ethic and hockey sense, and he’s got some hands to 
complement that. 

“I mean, at times he certainly looks like Boston College’s top forward. 
He’s a guy who is captain, leader and someone they look to to give them 
a spark the whole time. It was a really, really good pick.” 

Brackett, who also talked to The Athletic about the Wild’s potential 
prospects in this month’s World Junior Championship, is back on the 
scouting circuit with the rest of his staff in preparation for the 2022 draft. 

“Everybody’s out seeing games right now,” he said. “Our next time as a 
whole group together will be in January. We’re going to come into in-
person midyear meetings really for the first time since the pandemic. As 
the year goes on, we convene monthly. The first of every month, we have 
some checkups and we’re always talking anyway, so it’s constant 
communication. But in terms of us getting together, getting in a room, 
being with management, that will be real exciting. 

“This draft is good. It might not have the cornerstone franchise-changing 
players, but I think there’s great depth. I think there’s good players 
throughout. Europe is really strong. The U.S. program is strong. It’s also 
important to be patient this year. A lot of kids in Canada didn’t play much 
hockey last year. Montreal didn’t play at all. So I think, in fairness, you’ve 
got to give all these players a little bit more time, let them continue to get 
adjusted and a lot of them for lack of opportunity are rookies in their draft 
here.” 
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Wild prospects eyeing their World Junior moment: 6 scouting reports 
before final rosters 

 

Michael Russo 

12-15 minutes 12/11/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES – Born in Buffalo and drafted by the Sabres 104th overall 
in 2009, Marcus Foligno still considers it one of the biggest thrills of his 

career when he got to slip on that Team Canada jersey with the maple 
leaf on the crest during the 2011 World Junior Championship. 

A large reason was getting to play on such a big stage inside his future 
NHL home rink, then-named HSBC Arena. 

Foligno has Canadian citizenship and represents Canada in international 
competitions, yet Sabres fans didn’t hold that against him or 2009 Sabres 
first-round pick Zack Kassian, for that matter, during the tournament. 

“We were on a line together, so the Buffalo fans went absolutely nuts 
when they were watching us,” Foligno reminisced this week. “Our line 
pretty much just ran after everyone and hit anything possible and, man, 
the cheers from the crowd were insane. It was a blast.” 

Foligno and the Canadians beat the Americans in the semifinals, with a 
roster that included current Wild players Nick Bjugstad and Jon Merrill, 
former Wild players Jason Zucker and Charlie Coyle, and Minnesotans 
Nick Leddy, Brock Nelson, Justin Faulk and Derek Forbort. But they then 
played Russia team that had the likes of Evgeny Kuznetsov, Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Artemi Panarin in the gold-medal game. 

“Yeah, that was the year we had a 3-0 lead after two periods and lost to 
them by two,” Foligno said, gritting his teeth like one of those 
embarrassed emojis. “But playing in the world juniors is a huge honor. To 
this day, one of the funnest hockey experiences I’ve ever had. Just the 
feeling of playing out there when you’re supporting a country and the 
pressure, and being a 17-, 18-, 19-year-old kid with that much pressure 
on you, it’s pretty crazy intense. 

“But I think the best part about it was you felt like a movie star. Playing 
for Canada, TSN, Sportsnet, it’s all about world juniors, and playing on 
New Year’s Eve, and the rivalry against the U.S., it’s so intense, and the 
fans are insane.” 

Later this month, a number of Wild prospects will get to experience that 
same pride and excitement when the World Junior Championship takes 
place in Red Deer and Edmonton, Alberta, from Dec. 26 through Jan. 5. 

For instance, Jonas Brodin was on Sweden’s top pair with his pal, the 
Edmonton Oilers’ Oscar Klefbom, the last time Sweden won gold in 
2012. Brodin and former Wild prospects Johan Larsson and Johan 
Gustafsson beat Mikael Granlund’s Finns in the semifinals, then 
Kuznetsov and the Russians for gold at Calgary’s Saddledome 
coincidentally while the Wild happened to be in town. 

“It’s huge in Sweden – maybe the biggest sporting event there is,” Brodin 
said. “Everyone is watching and staying up late to watch it. It’s a big deal 
in Sweden and hopefully it will be again in a few weeks with Jesper 
Wallstedt in net.” 

Wallstedt, the 20th pick in the 2021 NHL Draft by the Wild, has already 
made Sweden’s final roster. 

Other Wild prospects vying for spots: center Marat Khusnutdinov, a 
second-round pick in 2020, for Russia; center Pavel Novak, a fifth-round 
pick in 2020, for the Czech Republic; and defenseman Daemon Hunt, a 
third-round pick in 2020; defenseman Ryan O’Rourke, a second-round 
pick in 2020; and defenseman Carson Lambos, a first-round pick, for 
Canada. 

To have three Wild blue-line prospects currently at Canada’s selection 
camp in Calgary is a big deal for the organization. 

The blue line is the biggest battle in Canada’s camp. Two defensemen, 
Kaiden Guhle and Owen Power, are considered locks, so Hunt, 
O’Rourke and Lambos are three of eight other defensemen in camp 
vying for five spots. Camp ends Sunday, so we will find out soon who 
makes the team 

Hunt, who is tied for the WHL lead among defensemen with nine goals 
and leads with 80 shots, is considered the front-runner of the three to 
represent the Wild on Canada’s roster for the first time since Matt Dumba 
in 2012. Calen Addison also wore Canada’s red and white sweater, but 
he was with the Pittsburgh Penguins’ organization at the time. 
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“I’m not surprised the way Daemon is starting to be regarded,” Wild 
director of amateur scouting Judd Brackett, fresh off a visit to watch Hunt, 
said recently. “He’s a really high character kid. He’s the captain there in 
Moose Jaw, plays all situations, skates well, moves the puck well, is 
really trustworthy. They’re growing as a group, and so is his role. So I’m 
not surprised his game has taken off. 

“I saw him two nights ago. He got driven into the end boards face-first 
pretty hard, and comes back for the third period and lays down and eats 
a puck with five seconds left in the slot to preserve a tie. They go on and 
win in a shootout, so that’s just the type of player he is.” 

Lambos 

Lambos, out with an injury since Nov. 19, has been cleared and knows 
he must play himself onto the team. He has five goals and 18 points in 19 
games for Winnipeg and ranks fifth among WHL defensemen with a plus-
21. 

“Carson’s on a high-power team that’s having great success, wears a 
letter there, used in all situations, just the size, the skating, the agility on 
him, he’s been outstanding,” Brackett said. “I see him certainly being a 
two-way defenseman in the NHL, but I would say his calling’s going to be 
in the defensive zone. His ability to close down on attackers and play 
physical, he competes hard, really hard to get around, it’s elite. And that’s 
not to take anything away from his ability to move the puck or get 
involved offensively, too.” 

O’Rourke 

Captain of the Soo Greyhounds, O’Rourke has 19 points in 21 games. 
He’s tied for second among OHL defensemen with 13 power-play 
assists, is tied for fourth with 31 penalty minutes, is tied for fifth with 16 
assists and tied for fifth in scoring. He’s had five multi-point games. 

Ryan O'Rourke sends one to the back of the net! 

“He was captain there at 17, which is incredible,” Brackett said. “I think 
that he obviously gained a lot of experience being in Iowa last year, and 
you see him going back and being a leader vocally on and off the ice, but 
he’s getting a lot of touches. 

“He’s on the power play, he’s got to be playing 24, 25 minutes a night, 
playing in all situations, defending hard. I think he can embrace a bit of 
whatever it is you need him to do. He sort of seems to enjoy the 
shutdown role. He’s got some bite to him, which is good, and I think 
similar to Hunt that way. 

Khusnutdinov 

The skilled, high-flying center started on fire with SKA St. Petersburg in 
the KHL and currently sits with four goals and 11 points in 29 games. His 
ice time has decreased over there, which is often an indication the 
coaches know the player plans to sign an NHL contract after the season. 

But he’s expected to be Russia’s No. 1 center in the world juniors and 
wear a letter, if not be the captain. He had five points in seven games on 
last year’s world juniors Russian team that finished fourth. 

RUSSIA WINS IT IN OVERTIME!!! 

He also may represent Russia in the world championships in May. 

“He’s playing great and obviously a real fast start playing a major role 
with the big men’s team,” Brackett said. “But just recently, last month, he 
was playing at the Karjala Cup and he’s carving out roles, whether it be 
penalty killing, whether it’s moving to the wing even at times. But great 
detail, great speed, really mature game, which is why it’s pretty easy for 
him to translate to the men’s team. 

Novak 

The 5-foot-9 center has scored nine goals and 13 assists in 19 games for 
WHL Kelowna. He leads the team with 22 points and 15 assists, ranks 
second in goals and shots (55). 

“We expected him to be amongst their top forwards and with some 
power-play time,” Brackett said. “His game is certainly his offense and 
production, really quick release, seems to catch goalies by surprise very 
often and has returned to Kelowna and continued his scoring, which he 
did even in his rookie year. He also wears a letter there. 

“He was the captain of the Czech team in his draft year. Khusnutdinov 
was captain of the Russian team in his draft year. Lambos wears an A 
right now. Hunt, Ryan O’Rourke, they’re captains. It very much speaks to 
what we’re looking for with the big team, too. Character matters and 
being coachable and being able to lean on each other matters. It’s 
definitely not by coincidence.” 

Wallstedt 

The big goaltender that the Wild traded up to get is 8-7-1 with Lulea in 
Sweden with a 1.88 goals-against average, .917 save percentage and 
two shutouts. He ranks second in the Swedish Elite League in goals-
against average, tied for third in shutouts and sixth in save percentage. 
He posted shutouts in consecutive games earlier this season and has 
allowed two goals or fewer in 13 of 16 starts. 

It would not be shocking if the Wild sign him after the season so he 
comes to North America next season. 

“He’s done a great job early on competing with an older veteran goalie 
that had played in the KHL, and he stepped right in this year and took 
advantage of some early playing time and has solidified that No. 1 job,” 
Brackett said. “If you notice, a lot of tight, close scoring games for Lulea, 
so he’s being counted on to make, not an abundance of saves, but 
quality saves and timely saves. So he’s learning to win. He’s learning to 
focus and compete and be that guy that they can count on to be a 
backbone.” 

As exciting as this next month will be for these Wild prospects, Wild 
players and National Hockey Leaguers everywhere will also pay close 
attention to the tournament many got to be part of. There’s nothing like 
the world juniors in NHL locker rooms where national pride often comes 
out through watching the highlights or even getting together and making 
friendly wagers when countries face each other. 

Brodin and Dumba are always chirping at each other when Sweden plays 
Canada, and last winter, Kaprizov actually got together at Dumba’s 
condo to watch Russia face Canada in the semifinals. It probably wasn’t 
as fun an experience for Kaprizov, who has won silver and bronze at the 
world juniors, had hoped. The Canadians smoked the Russians, 5-zip, 
and Dumba had some fun with Kaprizov by recording his reactions for 
social media. 

“There’s nothing like world juniors,” Foligno said. “I owe a lot to the world 
juniors because that kind of put me on the map and really elevated my 
game. A lot of kids go through that, too. You see a lot of players who you 
wouldn’t see before, then they go in the draft, things like that. So it’s an 
exciting showcase tournament, but at the same time, too, it’s for a gold 
medal and it’s just probably one of the best hockey things I’ve been a 
part of.” 
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Red Wings fail defensive test against offensive Avalanche 

 

Ted Kulfan 

The Detroit News 
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Denver - The Colorado Avalanche are a powerful offensive team, the 
best scoring team in the NHL, and for an opponent, there is no better 
team to test yourself defensively. 

The Red Wings had their opportunity Friday, lost 7-3, and came away 
knowing there's a lot of work to do defensively. 

"It was a litmus test for us defensively and we know we have to grow and 
get better," coach Jeff Blashill said.  

The Wings (13-12-3) have lost their last three games, and have been 
outscored 18-7 in the process. They continue to have difficulty winning 
away from Little Caesars Arena, with a dismal 4-9-1 record. 

"I've talked about it a lot — when you're on the road you have to be great 
defensively and you have to manage the puck great to win," said Blashill, 
who added the Wings haven't been overly great in those two areas lately 
at LCA either. "Those two areas, if we want to be a team that can with 
both on the road at home, we have to do better at. It's a lesson our guys 
are learning." 

To have any sort of success Friday, it was important for the Wings to 
have a good start and keep the Ball Arena crowd — which, incidentally, 
had a large segment of Wings fans, Detroit natives who arrived early for 
the Lions' game here Sunday — out of the equation. 

But the Avalanche scored three quick goals in just over 10 minutes, and 
the rout was on. 

"They're a premier offensive team, you give them time and they'll roll 
around and make plays," forward Dylan Larkin said. "You have to find a 
way to grind out your shift and stay tight and we just got beat on our 
assignments, and especially early. 

"It was a disastrous start and you can't have that kind of start in this 
building." 

Hello, Helmer 

How ironic was it Friday when Darren Helm, the former, long-time Red 
Wings forward, scored on a breakaway, a play that never seemed to turn 
out good for Helm in Detroit, and against his former team, no less? 

Helm's goal gave the Avalanche a 3-0 first period lead just 10:49 into the 
game, and drove goaltender Thomas Greiss out of the game. 

This was the first game for Helm, 34, against the Wings, a team he spent 
parts of 14 seasons with. 

"It's home," said Helm earlier Friday, of the Detroit area. "I've spent a lot 
of my time there, raised three girls there, I'm sure that's where we'll end 
up when I retire. It's a great city, the fans are great.  

"It's home." 

Helm became an unrestricted free agent in July and signed a one-year 
contract worth $1 million.  Helm has four goals and two assists with the 
Avalanche, with an even rating, and has supplied the defensive, checking 
role seamlessly into Colorado's offensive-heavy lineup. 

With the Wings playing in Denver on the back end of a back-to-back (in 
St. Louis the previous night), Helm had no chance to meet up with his 
former teammates other than quick hellos after the game. 

Helm said he continues to keep in touch with Dylan Larkin and Danny 
DeKeyser, "guys I probably played the longest there with, the (training 
and equipment) staff are a lot of the same guys since I've been there 10 
or 14 years ago.  

"But the team has changed a lot over the last few years." 

The rebuild over the last few seasons was difficult, said Helm, but he's 
glad the Wings have begun to see positive results this season. 

"I'm excited for them the way they've been playing, it was a tough few 
years losing that many games," Helm said. "But you just go to work and 

do your thing and try to get better. It's great to see they're taking strides 
again this  year and they're a team that keeps growing. 

"It seems like (Moritz Seider, Lucas Raymond) are good kids, and 
hopefully with those two and Larks (Larkin) and a few other guys, they'll 
be a good team and continue to grow." 

The more emotional game for Helm, he admitted, might be later this 
month, Dec. 20, when the Avalanche visit Little Caesars Arena. 

"Going back to Detroit will be a little harder," Helm said. "But just play a 
game and go to work." 

Ice chips 

... Vladislav Namestnikov's goal Friday was his 100th career goal. It also 
gave him nine this season, after scoring all of eight last season in 53 
games. 

... The Wings-Avalanche rivalry isn't nearly what it used to be in terms of 
energy and emotion, and it's also become one sided. The Avalanche 
have now won seven straight games against the Wings and five straight 
in Denver in the series. 

... Blashill expects to have forward Tyler Bertuzzi (COVID protocol) back 
in the lineup Tuesday against the New York Islanders. Bertuzzi missed 
the last five games. Blashill wasn't yet sure about the status of 
defenseman Marc Staal (COVID protocol), who has missed the last three 
games. 
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Detroit Red Wings vs. Colorado Avalanche - NHL (12/10/21) | How to 
Watch, Start Time 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

After an impressive win streak, the Detroit Red Wings have dropped 
back-to-back games in rather decisive fashion. Now, they look to try and 
break the trend against a familiar foe in the Colorado Avalanche on 
Friday night in the Mile High City. 

Detroit has dropped back-to-back games for the first time since mid-
November, thanks to a loss to the Nashville Predators at home earlier 
this week, followed by an unfortunate loss to the St. Louis Blues on 
Thursday night. Despite outshooting the Blues 31-26 in the contest, St. 
Louis’ Nathan Walker’s first hat trick in the NHL helped the Blues to the 
6-2 victory. Robby Fabbri scored twice in the loss for the Wings, and now 
sits tied for fourth on the team with eight. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

They now head to Denver for the second half of a back-to-back, to take 
on their old rival in the Avalanche. Granted, long are the days of 
Yzerman, Fedorov and McCarty up against Forsberg, Roy and Lemieux. 
However, the skill level of the two clubs is starting to veer towards what 
fans saw in the mid to late-90s. Despite a slow start, the potential Stanley 
Cup favorites have won seven of their last 10 games. Led by captain 
Nathan MacKinnon and the resurgence of Nazem Kadri, the Avs come 
into the contest with a 14-7-2 record, good for fourth in the Central 
Division. 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Detroit Red Wings (13-11-3) vs. Colorado Avalanche (14-7-2) 

When: Friday, December 10 

Time: 9:00 p.m. ET 
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Where: Ball Arena (Denver, Colo.) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit+ 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 
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The Athletic / Welcome to the NHL, where dinosaurs still roam the Earth 

 

By Mark Lazerus  

Dec 11, 2021 

 

TORONTO — Imagine the creativity, the processing speed, the hands 
and the sheer chutzpah it took to do what Anaheim’s Trevor Zegras did 
Tuesday night in Buffalo. 

To be standing behind the net with the puck on your stick and have the 
neurons in your brain bypass a century-plus of conventional hockey 
wisdom. To scoop the puck up and flip it over the net rather than try to 
thread a centering pass to Sonny Milano, completely surrounded by all 
six Sabres, through the forest of legs and sticks. To have Milano be so in 
tune with you that he knew what was happening — despite screaming 
“MICHIGAN! MICHIGAN!” to encourage a lacrosse-style wraparound 
attempt — and was able to bat it out of the air and into the net. 

Man, remember when we thought it was the height of creativity when 
Mario Lemieux would bank a puck in off the back of a goalie’s leg? 

Zegras’ alley-oop assist to Milano was one of the greatest, most creative 
plays in the history of the sport. It’s gotten tens of millions of views online, 
creating a possible entry point for countless new fans. It was great. It was 
fun. It was cool. 

So naturally, ESPN talking head and old man yelling at cloud John 
Tortorella hated it. 

“Is it good for the game?” he unironically asked on an ESPN+ broadcast. 
“I’m not so sure. I’m not trying to be a fool here, but I’m just not so sure 
it’s great for the game. If you did that back in the late-90s, 2000, you get 
your head taken off. It’s cool. It’s cool to watch and all that. But I’m not so 
sure it’s good for the game.” 

A young player scored an amazing goal and nobody tried to murder him 
over it? Oh, my stars and garters! Someone bring me some lemon water 
and a fainting couch! 

Tortorella said that if one of his players had attempted such a brazen 
display of aptitude, he’d have talked to them after the game. He said that 
while plays like that might bring in new fans, “You’re losing fans, too.” He 
lamented that the game has gotten “too showman,” and should instead 
be “a hard game, an honest game.” 

Hard? Honest? Does he think what Zegras did was easy? Does he think 
Milano spread vaccine misinformation to the Sabres as he batted the 
puck in? What are we even doing here? 

Why anyone would care what Tortorella, a man who’s built a career out 
of playing for overtime and stacking up enough loser points to squeak 
into the playoffs as the world’s most boring seventh or eighth seed, has 
to say is beyond me. But the fact is, he’s a prominent voice on the United 
States’ biggest sports network. And he’s all but certain to get another 
head-coaching job in this league at some point. Last month, Tortorella 
said that Connor McDavid, probably the most singularly gifted player in 
the history of the sport, needs to change his game to succeed in the 
playoffs, to essentially play an uglier, more conservative style of hockey. 
Connor McDavid! Instead of fixing the officiating in the postseason to 

allow the stars of the game to be stars, we should tell the stars to play 
more like grinders. Good God. 

You can just picture Tortorella watching a Harvard-Yale football game in 
the early 1900s complaining about this new-fangled forward pass. Or 
throwing a fit on the bench the first time somebody dunked in a 
basketball game. Heck, Denis Savard should have been tossed out of 
hockey forever for that disrespectful spin-o-rama. 

The ESPN deal is supposed to take the NHL into the future. And it’s 
loaded with great, forward-thinking voices trying to hook fans into the 
world’s greatest sport. But all this nonsense does is turn back the clock to 
a time when hockey was less fun, less skilled, and less popular. 
Tortorella is longing here for the good old days of the late-1990s and 
early 2000s, when Jaromir Jagr had to fight through a dozen stick fouls 
every time he made a move to the net, and when every fourth line was 
populated by knuckle-draggers who could barely skate but could throw a 
nasty right cross. 

The NHL has never been better. It’s never been faster, it’s never been 
more skilled, it’s never had so many gifted stars. Yet the league’s 
mindset remains stuck in the past, making “Slap Shot” references about 
Toe Blake and old-time hockey. And Tortorella’s hardly an outlier. Here 
are a few examples from this past week alone: 

• On Tuesday, Chicago’s Jujhar Khaira was stretchered off the ice after a 
vicious hit to the jaw by the Rangers’ Jacob Trouba. Trouba received no 
penalty. He received no suspension. He received no fine. The 
department of player safety believed that while the initial point of contact 
was indeed Khaira’s jaw, the “main” point of contact was through the 
body. In fact, as Andrew Shaw predicted in a tweet, much of the blame 
was laid on Khaira for having his head down as he tried to fish a bad 
pass out of his skates. In other words, a terrifying hit that left a man 
unconscious with his arms frozen in the air as he lay flat on his back was 
a perfectly clean and legal hit. 

The next game, Trouba drove his shoulder directly into Nathan 
MacKinnon’s jaw. 

Yay, hockey! 

• On Friday, Mike Milbury, the pre-eminent American television studio 
analyst for more than a decade before he was fired from NBC Sports for 
a mind-numbingly sexist (and stupid) comment on the air — took to his 
podcast and called out Blackhawks interim coach Derek King for being, I 
don’t know, laid-back, I guess? 

“I was falling asleep watching (him talk),” said Milbury, in a tinny-
sounding clip that tagged some Blackhawks fan blogs in a desperate cry 
for attention. “If anybody thinks this guy can coach an NHL team, they’re 
nuts. As I had him as a player, he was laconic, lazy, whatever you want 
to call it. Even if he had some talent. Listening to him talk as if he were a 
coach, talk about the opposite of inspiration. It’s boring.” 

Yes, everyone knows that in order to be inspirational, you have to be 
willing to beat a man with his own shoe. That’s grit, baby. Of course, 
King’s relaxed style was, in fact, exactly what the Blackhawks needed 
after an incredibly tense first month of the season full of losing and off-ice 
turmoil. Chicago is 9-5-0 under King and having fun doing it. But if you’re 
not constantly sending spittle over the boards, screaming until you’re red 
in the face, you can’t possibly run a hockey team. Everyone knows that. 

That said, Milbury is generally regarded as one of the most incompetent 
coaches and general managers in modern hockey history, so perhaps 
King should take this all as a compliment. 

Oh, that podcast that you definitely should not seek out? It’s called “Mike 
Milbury’s Fight Club.” Because of course it is. 

• King may have a chill vibe, but he’s not immune to dinosaur thinking, 
either. On Thursday, the Blackhawks traded for Toronto Marlies tough 
guy Kurtis Gabriel. And for a team that has a long road ahead of it to 
improve its reputation after what happened to Kyle Beach in 2010, 
adding someone like Gabriel, who does admirable social-justice work 
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with the LGBTQ+ community and Black Lives Matter, among others, is a 
terrific step. 

But the reason King wanted Gabriel was straight out of the 1980s. You 
see, the Blackhawks are loaded with fourth-liners. But not fourth-liners 
who fight. 

“He’s going to be huge for us,” King said. “He’s a big presence. He’s 
going to finish his checks, he’s going to play a nice fourth-line role for us. 
If guys are going to start taking liberties on his players, he’s the type of 
guy I know is going to defend them. … I’ve talked about it when I first 
came in here, about maybe trying to get some guys in here that can 
protect our star players and protect themselves. It was a good move.” 

Why even have officials or a department of player safety when you can 
throw wild, off-balance punches at helmeted heads? Yay, hockey! 

It’s just all so exhausting. To be a modern hockey fan is to be constantly 
bombarded with people trying to make your sport worse. You can’t 
escape it. Don Cherry was a symptom, not the disease. 

Hey, maybe you like fighting. Maybe you like the big hits. That’s fine! Lots 
of fans do! But you surely also love watching McDavid go one-on-four 
and score a ridiculous goal. You surely involuntarily yelped out some 
grawlix when you saw Zegras’ alley-oop to Milano. You surely want to 
see MacKinnon skate more than you want to see Trouba obliterate. 

The Daily Mail on Saturday claimed that its analysis showed that soccer 
had overtaken hockey as America’s fourth-most popular sport. The Mail 
is certainly not the world’s most reputable outlet, but it doesn’t seem so 
outlandish, does it? And as long as the game’s leaders and tastemakers 
cling to a bygone era of plodding, marauding, blood-clotting hockey, the 
game will just take longer to grow. Stay stuck in the 1990s, and you’ll 
stay stuck in fifth place. 

Fans want speed. Fans want creativity. Fans want excitement. Zegras 
and McDavid and a generation of brilliant players are giving them all they 
can handle. Let’s lift them up, not drag them down. It’s time for the 
dinosaur mentality to go extinct, so the game can finally evolve into 
something greater. 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: Holiday fits, an off-white risk, a 
coach’s first impression and hockey’s Harry Styles 

 

By Sara Civian  

Dec 11, 2021  

  

I didn’t expect to learn much when I started running The Athletic’s Very 
Own Very Special NHL Style Power Rankings™, but these first few 
months have taught me some things about how the world of NHL social 
media works. 

For instance, the regularity with which teams post outfit content is 
contingent on so many things. To name a few: 

• Do you follow a big-market team that was expected to be bad this year 
— and so far, so bad? Then you’re barely getting barely any outfit 
content to begin with,  you will continue to get barely any outfit content, 
and you will like it. 

• Do you follow a small-market team trying to grow its fanbase? Win or 
lose, you will see any outfit anyone on the team dares to put on. Every 

last plain suit will grace your eyeballs, and you will probably genuinely 
like it. 

• Do you follow an at least relatively big team that’s suddenly losing? You 
will notice a drop-off in outfit content directly correlated to the loss 
column. 

• Do you follow the Toronto Maple Leafs? Congrats on having some of 
the best-dressed players in the entire league, but don’t expect to get a 
crumb’s worth of content. Like, Auston Matthews, if you’re reading this, 
can you just send me your outfits? I’m not trying to leave you out! 

There admittedly wasn’t an abundance of content to go around these 
past few weeks. Maybe it’s all of the above, or maybe players are 
slacking in the outfit department. Regardless, I have bullied the social 
media managers I know into being better next time around. There’s still a 
lot to discuss, though, so let’s get into it. 

Honorable mentions: Three NHL teams as a whole deserve accolades 
for recent attire. 

The Ducks debuted some fantastic ugly sweaters ahead of Christmas. 

The Golden Knights absolutely crushed this jersey designed for their 
Hispanic Heritage Night, and they auctioned away some items, with 
proceeds going to a scholarship through the Latin Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Sabres had Native American artist Carson Waterman design a 
special logo for their first-ever Native American Heritage night, and it was 
excellent. 

10. Dylan Strome 

9. Elvis Merzlikins 

Previously: Unranked 

8. Bruce Boudreau 

Look, we’ll almost exclusively keep these power rankings to the players, 
but sometimes rules are meant to be broken. Shout out to the Vancouver 
Canucks for finally, uh, looking alive and making some changes for the 
first time in a decade. The first thing I thought when I saw Boudreau’s 
introductory press conference was, “Oh, thank God.” The second thing I 
thought was, “Hey, what a cute little tie for the occasion.” 

7. K’Andre Miller 

Miller re-enters the rankings simply because two paths diverged in a 
wood and he chose the path less traveled. Those paths were “the same 
ratty beanie every NHL player wears when it’s starting to get cold out” or 
“a hat that actually looks good.” 

6. Steven Stamkos 

Previously: Unranked 

Stamkos always looks like he’s just walked off a modeling shoot for a 
watch company or a bank or something. He’s been in the running for 
previous rankings, but he needed something a bit more unique to send 
him over the edge. I love everything about this outfit, from the shade of 
blue to the tie to the darker blue for the jacket. It’s still “him,” but he 
added a little spice. Keep it up, Stamkos! 

5. Adam Lowry 

Previously: No. 6 

He’s back, folks, and this time he has a checkered tie to match his 
checkered suit. The thing about Lowry is he’s always going to have a 
super complete outfit, and all of the pieces somehow feel very specific to 
the outfit they’re in. I feel like this man has lived 1,000 lives, and I want to 
hear about them all. 

4. Nic Dowd 

Previously: Unranked 
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You can never say I don’t put effort into these rankings. While perusing 
the Capitals’ Twitter account, the splash of yellow in the bottom right 
corner enticed me. I zoomed in to a look I knew would crack the top 10. 
It’s not just the tweed-ish suit. Look at the collar of the shirt and the 
shoes. I commend Dowd for going the extra mile to look like a modern 
extra in That ’70s Show. 

He’s made these rankings before, and he was also dressed like he just 
popped out of the ’70s. And he was with the same dog, Biscuit. I’m 
sensing a pattern here. I will also give points to Biscuit for dressing like a 
reindeer. 

3. Ryan Reaves 

Previously: No. 2 

On the bottom left here: 

Flashy outfits and novelty accessories are always fun, but sometimes 
you need to appreciate the classics. I’m loving the consistency and 
simplicity of Reaves’ style these days. It’s nothing crazy, but it’s far from 
boring at the same time. It’s all about the small touches, like the leather 
jacket layering and the splashes of gray. 

2. Alex Wennberg 

Previously: unranked 

If you’re gonna rock a full off-white outfit, you’d better have the swagger. 
Shoutout to the Kraken for providing us with a video of said swagger to 
confirm. 

The suit would’ve been good enough to land him in the top five, but look 
at the shoes in this one … 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Garbage bounce' helps leaky Maple Leafs dodge collapse 
against Blackhawks 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 11, 2021, 10:04 PM 

 

TORONTO – Kyle Dubas shook his head in lucky disgust as the goal 
horn sounded. 

Eighty seconds later, as the final buzzer honked, Kevin Lankinen 
stomped off the ice with his goalie stick intact but made certain to 
pummel the thing into furious kindling before reaching the dressing room. 

In fact, the only participants who seemed genuinely pleased with 
Saturday’s show were the 18,934 who got to witness nine goals and 
David Kämpf, the unlikely but perfect hero to whack in the final one off a 
stanchion. 

He might owe the hockey gods one. 

“Garbage bounce,” said Chicago Blackhawks coach Derek King, whose 
club deserved better than a 5-4 loss. “Most of the glass in the league, or 
the boards, are pretty good. 

“Just a fluky bounce. Nothing [Lankinen] could have done.” 

For the Toronto Maple Leafs — who salvaged their homestand on 
special teams, showtime saves and pixie dust — this one could’ve went 
sideways in a hurry. 

Instead, it nearly slipped off the rails late. 

When Jonathan Toews snapped a puck clean by Petr Mrazek on the 
game’s first shot — and the first NHL game puck the goaltender had 
faced in 42 days — one had to wonder how it might affect the Leafs’ No. 
2, and their faith in him. 

“Not the start I wanted, but that’s how hockey is sometimes,” said 
Mrazek, now 2-1 despite giving up 11 through his eight periods as a Leaf. 
“I think I settled pretty well after that.” 

However ominous the beginning to Mrazek’s third attempt to get his 
campaign off the ground, a rapid response by the players in front of him 
gave him time to settle down — and enough cushion to prevent a 
meltdown. 

Thanks in large part to a torrid Leafs power play (and some sloppy 
Blackhawks play to keep putting them on it), Toronto counter-punched 
Toews’ opener with four unanswered goals. 

Before the game was 15 minutes old, Auston Matthews, John Tavares 
and William Nylander had each posted multi-point affairs, Toronto had 
mounted a 3-1 lead, and its scorching man-advantage had struck twice. 

By scoring multiple power-play goals in five consecutive games (all 
without Mitch Marner), the Leafs tied a franchise record (they 
accomplished the same feat in 1981 and 1993). 

“[Ondrej] Kase’s filled in really nicely there as a right shot,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “We still got lots of talent out there. I’m surprised at 
just the level that we've executed on. I mean, those are not really 
sustainable numbers. But we've played with tons of confidence.” 

Pierre Engvall sniped one in Period 2 off a hardworking fourth-line shift, 
and it was 4-1. 

Again: It was 4-1. 

Cue the visitors’ comeback. 

Tightening up around their own backup goalie, clogging up the middle 
and cutting out the sloppy infractions, the Blackhawks’ dominance of 
even-strength play began to pay off. 

Toronto committed 17 turnovers; Chicago only seven. 

Keefe noticed his top two lines refusing to adapt. Instead of chipping and 
chasing deep down the wings, they tried to create up the gut. No dice. 

Remaining Time -2:02 

How key saves and a lucky bounce helped Maple Leafs edge 
Blackhawks 

Toronto finished plus-2 in the special-teams battle. A hardworking 
Mrazek came through in the clutch with some stellar stops, turning away 
Alex DeBrincat seven times and Patrick Kane five, including a clear 
breakaway. 

“That’s a good effort by him, and the fact he gets out of it feeling good 
from a health perspective is even better,” Keefe said. 

But the Leafs forwards and depleted defence skated out of sync. 

“Same story that it’s been here,” Keefe said. “Too many chances against. 
Too many freebies. Too many guys behind us. Same issues that were 
hurting us when we weren’t winning games early in the season.” 

Three straight strikes by Chicago — Connor Murphy, Dominik Kubalik, 
Jake McCabe — tied a wild one 4-4 midway through the third, setting the 
table for a finish more dramatic than expected. 

“Defensively, they do a lot of really good things. We've got them Number 
1 in the NHL in goals against since the coaching change at 5-on-5,” 
Keefe said. “They’re not giving up virtually anything off the rush and 
forcing you to beat them in their D-zone and protecting their goaltenders 
very well. So, we’ve got to play our way through that.” 

Or luck your way through. 
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A Morgan Rielly rim clicked off end stanchion, catching Lankinen behind 
the net and presenting Kämpf with a wide-open net to glory. To pilfer two 
points from his former team. 

“It feels great to score in the last couple minutes. A big goal for us,” 
Kämpf said. 

“It was just lucky bounce.” 

• Traded from Toronto to Chicago this week, Kurtis Gabriel (No. 34) took 
warmups for his new club, but coach Derek King opted to hold the fourth-
liner out of action until he’s had more practice time. 

King had urged management to acquire an enforcer and was pleased 
with the trade. 

"I think he's going to be huge for us,” King said. “He’s going to finish his 
checks. He's a big presence, right? If guys are going to start taking 
liberties on our players, he's the type of guy I know is going to defend 
them." 

• Of all players who switched teams over the summer, Chicago’s Seth 
Jones has the most points (23). Toronto’s Michael Bunting is tied for sixth 
(19). 

• Matthews will take a nine-game point streak (11 goals, five assists) out 
west next week. He now has 18 goals, tying him with Winnipeg’s Kyle 
Connor for third overall. Leon Draisaitl leads the Rocket race with 23, but 
objects in the mirror may be closer than they appear. 

• Wholesome content: Jake McCabe’s wife gave birth to a son, their 
second child, Tuesday. “Everyone’s saying I got dad strength times two. 
It’s pretty special seeing your babies born. Pretty special. There’s nothing 
more amazing than that, frankly.” 

• One of King’s children forwarded the interim coach this rather nasty clip 
of Mike Milbury ripping into his candidacy as a permanent head coach. 
“Talk about the opposite of inspiration,” Milbury says. 

"I heard it. I heard it. I had Mike [as my coach on the Islanders] for two 
years. I'm not sure I was the player he liked. He was trying to trade me, 
and then I broke my jaw, so he couldn't trade me anymore,” King 
explained. 

"The next year, it was great. We had a great relationship. He was really 
good to me, treated me well. Obviously, I became unrestricted, so he had 
to move me [to Hartford as a rental]. And that's how I ended up in 
Toronto. I had nothing wrong with Mike. Yep. So, I don't know what else 
[to say]." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hockey Night in Canada Takeaways: Flames, Oilers 
dealing with 'pocket of adversity' 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

December 12, 2021, 2:29 AM 

 

In the four evening games on Hockey Night in Canada, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs were the only Canadian team to earn two points and put up 
much offence. That game was a wild one -- and they nearly blew another 
4-1 lead, which would have gone over well -- and it was a "garbage 
bounce" that gave the Leafs their win, and a share for top spot in the 
league again. 

Luke Fox has you covered on the Leafs story from Saturday night. Here 
is how we saw the other three games. 

Canadiens continue to struggle as they march to the basement 

Jake Allen never had a shot at revenge. 

Allen was facing his former St. Louis Blues mates for the first time since 
a 2020 trade sent him to Montreal. In St. Louis' net Saturday was Charlie 
Lindgren, who was also facing his former team for the first time since the 
Canadiens organization moved on from him. It was advantage Lindgren 
all night. 

The Canadiens' trip to the league basement continued Saturday and it's 
not a question of effort or what version of the Habs you might get on a 
given night, but if they can score enough to keep things interesting. The 
lineup is a bare bones version right now, with most of their top 
defencemen, veteran scorers, and No. 1 goalie on the sidelines. Tyler 
Toffoli was added to that list Saturday as it was announced he'll miss 
eight weeks after having hand surgery. 

Following Thursday's shutout loss to Chicago, it took the Canadiens 
seven minutes to record their first shot on goal against the Blues. In the 
second period, the Habs didn't record a shot until roughly 12 and a half 
minutes had passed. Perhaps the momentum would have played out 
differently had Joel Armia -- a top-sixer at the moment -- been able to 
convert on an early, glorious opportunity, but these are the signs of their 
times. Too many scorers out of the lineup and not enough finishers to 
match up with a team as polished as the Blues...or most others. 

So it's six losses in a row for the Canadiens and for the fifth time in eight 
games they didn't score more than even one goal. Their franchise 
history-worst special teams units kept tumbling, killing one of three 
penalties taken and failing to score on the one power play they got. The 
Canadiens have lost 20 regulation games now, tied with Arizona for most 
in the league, and 13 of those losses were by three goals or more. 

With the season all but lost there's a lot of time to ponder the future here 
over the next few months. Ben Chiarot will probably get traded by the 
deadline for a draft pick, but it was interesting to see someone like 
Brendan Gallagher show up on this week's trade candidates to watch list 
from Jeff Marek. Habs fans can perhaps get a glimpse of that future at 
the WJC over the holiday season, not just to see defence prospect 
Kaiden Guhle, but to get an early look at prospective No. 1 overall draft 
pick Shane Wright (Canada's roster is expected to be announced Sunday 
or Monday). 

It's been that kinda year and Saturday's 4-1 loss to the Blues was that 
kinda game. 

With five straight losses now, Edmonton's primary concerns are all 
coming into focus. Depth, defence and goaltending. 

In Saturday's 3-1 loss to Carolina, we should point out Mikko Koskinen 
was not the problem. Rather, Koskinen kept the Oilers alive until an 
unfortunate bounce and poorly handled puck by the goalie led to 
Carolina's insurance marker. But at the other end of the ice Frederik 
Andersen stole the show, with a number of highlight saves and key 
moments that snuffed out any opportunity for the Oilers to tie the game. 
Andersen is a long-time No. 1 and something of a proven asset -- 
Koskinen remains a stop gap and not a solution. 

But against the Canes, Edmonton was presented with something of a 
measuring stick game. Carolina has been on a slow build up to 
contender status themselves, constructed on a foundation of sound team 
defence and a deep blue line, then added on to from there. Now that's all 
maturing and this feels like their best team of the past decade at least. 

The Oilers were outchanced in this one, but Carolina's penchant for 
clogging passing lanes and having strong sticks frustrated Edmonton's 
entire lineup and kept their final shot count even lower, even though they 
had some quality looks. Leon Draisaitl got a single shot on goal at 5-on-
5, Connor McDavid got three, but neither scored a point. It was just the 
third time Edmonton's two superstars were kept off the scoreboard in the 
same game this season and that usually means they lose. 
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It's another reminder of the road ahead for Edmonton. Where the Canes 
built around defence, the Oilers built around two supreme talents, the 
type of which a lot of teams don't even have one of. But when those two 
players are shut out, the Oilers tend not to have enough else to throw at 
you. This lack of forward depth has bit the Oilers in back-to-back playoff 
defeats and remains a sore spot today. 

Edmonton got 23 shots on goal against Carolina. Two came from the 
bottom-six forwards. 

Something to watch out of this game that could make matters worse is 
the status of Zach Hyman. He took a hit from Brady Skjei in the third 
period, left the ice favouring his right shoulder, and did not play another 
shift. Needless to say, losing Hyman would only exasperate the depth 
issue for this team as the losing streak hits five games. 

Edmonton left their home ice to boos Saturday night and next face the 
Leafs on Tuesday. 

One of the more notable differences between the Calgary Flames and 
the rest of the top 10 teams in the NHL (and Calgary is still in that group) 
is that, after a 4-2 loss to the Boston Bruins, the Flames' home record is 
a tepid 4-3-4. 

In 2018-19, the last time Calgary finished atop the Pacific Division, they 
had the league's third-best home record, but were much closer to .500 
the past two seasons, and now this. 

Saturday's game wasn't even a bad one for the Flames. They registered 
68 per cent of the shot attempts and 68.75 per cent of the scoring 
chances against the Bruins. Honestly, a better night from Jacob 
Markstrom and maybe this one turns out differently. 

But these are the sorts of wins a polished, proven team like the Bruins 
accumulate a few of through a season. They're pros at making what few 
opportunities they get count and now, with Saturday's win, they move into 
an Eastern Conference playoff spot for the first time this season. 

So how do the Flames get to that level of reliability? 

This is the first bump in the road for Calgary, with four straight losses 
piling up this week. Their start has been full of positives (and they are still 
first in the Pacific), but a lull was always inevitable over 82 games. What 
counts is getting out of it quickly, and finding what made you successful 
again. 

"When you look at the last 4-5 games we've played against teams that 
when they get a lead can really check and that's how we gotta play too," 
Darryl Sutter said. "The pocket of adversity tonight would be that we 
didn't score the first goal and have had really average goaltending the 
last little while. So if you're a team that doesn't have secondary scoring 
and you get average goaltending then you're up against it." 

In these four losses the Flames managed just eight goals. They've 
allowed the first goal in five of their past six games and haven't won a 
single game yet this season where they trailed in the third. Andrew 
Mangiapane, still making a case for Team Canada (if NHLers go), has 
slowed to two goals in nine games -- and goal scorers can be streaky so 
that's nothing to panic over per se. The first line has kept chugging 
through this time, but without Mangiapane going, Calgary's secondary 
scoring becomes a little challenged. 

So as the season develops and trade chatter picks up, Calgary's need for 
another goal scorer will come into focus. In the first intermission 
Saturday, the HNIC panel mentioned San Jose's Tomas Hertl as a 
possible target, a 28-year-old centre/left winger with 13 goals and 19 
points in 27 games. It would be an option that could pump up a second 
line, or offer a more dangerous third. 

It's a stretch like this -- and a game like Saturday's that just needed one 
game breaker -- that reminds us there's work to be done here and ponder 
how aggressive GM Brad Treliving might be when it comes time to make 
a move. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why can't Auston Matthews draw more 
penalties? 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 11, 2021, 9:56 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Apologies: This blog was only  

Published due to human error. 

1. Just as the Toronto Maple Leafs are sticking up for one another on the 
ice, coach Sheldon Keefe is sticking up for his superstar off it. 

Seldom one to rip the refs, Keefe did so in a passive-aggressive (i.e., 
fine-dodging) way this week, following the Pierre-Luc Dubois ragdoll job 
of Auston Matthews. Both centres were given roughing minors for this 
interaction Sunday: 

Keefe was asked if NHL stars absorb too much unpenalized abuse. 

“If I'm not mistaken, I don't think Auston has drawn a penalty the entire 
season. Which is strange [considering] how much he has the puck and 
how involved he is. So those kind of things, I think, are worth looking at if 
you're involved with that,” Keefe said. 

The Leafs are a top possession team, yet they only rank 24th overall in 
penalties drawn (3.33 per 60 minutes). 

What gives? 

“Not just with Auston but some of our other guys. I thought a lot about 
this because in my time here we've gone through a lot of stretches where 
it's been difficult to draw penalties. The thing that I'm drawn to a lot — 
and I think it happens with a lot of the elite players in the league — I think 
they're so good that they skate through a lot of crap,” Keefe suggests. 

“There’s a lot of players, you get a stick on them, or you get a body on 
them, they fall off a stride and they lose the puck, or they fall down. 
There's a lot of our players, and Auston certainly is one, that they just 
skate right through all that stuff. 

“They just speed through a lot of trouble, a lot of traffic, and there's a lot 
of it that gets in their way. I think the elite players, those things disrupt 
them less, so it doesn't get the attention of the officials as much as it 
would others that just don't have the ability to sustain their play through 
that. 

“Mitch Marner, even though he’s not as big, is very similar because he 
skates through a lot of that. John Tavares is just a bull; he skates through 
it. Willie [Nylander] same kinda thing.” 

I do believe the coach was simply giving a thoughtful response to a fair 
question, but calling public attention isn’t the worst strategy. 

Much was made about the lack of whistles thrown Connor McDavid’s 
way last season. 

McDavid now ranks second leaguewide (to Joel Eriksson Ek) is penalties 
drawn (17), per NaturalStatTrick. 

2. Bruce, there he is. 

Cinephiles know Bruce Boudreau not as the undefeated head coach of 
the Vancouver Canucks but as a rival of the Charlestown Chiefs in the 
1997 classic Slap Shot (No. 7 for the Hyannisport Presidents). 
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“Probably the biggest mistake hockeywise that I made,” Boudreau said of 
his time spent filming with Paul Newman. 

During a keynote discussion at last month’s PrimeTime Sports 
Management Conference, Boudreau broke down how his contribution to 
Slap Shot came to be. 

Boudreau was playing for the Minnesota Fighting Saints in 1975-76, but 
the team folded 30 games in. At that point, the stud junior scorer and first 
player selected in dispersal draft could’ve joined the Maple Leafs farm 
team in Oklahoma City. That way he’d prove his worth and have a leg up 
on the other Leafs prospects when the next training camp rolled around. 

But Boudreau’s agent didn’t like that idea. 

“Know what? They’re making a movie in Johnstown. Why don’t you go 
down there [sign with the NAHL’s Jets] and we’ll sign you with the Leafs 
next summer?” Boudreau’s agent said. 

Boudreau puts on a dumb-guy voice to replay his response: “OK, 
whatever you say, agent.” 

The Chiefs were accurately based on the Jets, Boudreau asserts. The 
Hanson brothers were based off Jeff and Steve Carlson, who’d fight 
every game, then go home and play cars in their spare time. 

“That was our team, man. It was crazy,” Boudreau said. “We beat up 
everybody. That’s how we ended up winning. It was a crazy time. It was 
great making the movie.” 

Boudreau knew the camera was positioned around the net during his 
fake team’s cameo, so he kept circling the crease to ensure he’d make 
the cut. Then he got invited to watch the dailies and sat behind “Newsy,” 
which was an experience he’ll never forget. 

Paul Newman revealed to Boudreau that he made 1972’s The Life and 
Times of Judge Roy Bean only for the money. “But this movie is going to 
be iconic. It’s going to be great, and everybody’s going to love it,” 
Newman predicted. 

“Forty-five years later, we’re still talking about it,” Boudreau says. “It was 
fun, but a huge mistake careerwise.” 

3. Fun fact: After a piling up 165 points in 69 games(!) for the 1975 
Toronto Marlboros, Boudreau broke the record for most goals in a 
Memorial Cup game, with five. Forty-six years later, the record holds. 

“Yeah, and I’m the only player in history to be minus-1 after scoring five 
goals,” Boudreau quips. 

(All five of Boudreau’s goals came on the power-play. He was on the ice 
for one against 5-on-5.) 

4. Bruce is such a beauty, we’ll give him the floor for one more. 

On Boudreau’s first day taking over the Washington Capitals midstream, 
then GM George McPhee told him, simply: “It’s your team. Coach it how 
you want.” 

When he walked in the room to run his first meeting with the players, 
Boudreau was prepared to deliver a boilerplate introduction, keep all their 
systems intact and knock rock the boat too hard out of the gate. 

“And I started looking around the room and thought, ‘Holy eff, that’s Alex 
Ovechkin!’ I nearly crapped my pants. I changed everything up right 
there. Everything I was going to say — to hell with it. If I only have a 
couple weeks as an interim coach and George said to do it my way, I will. 
I changed all their systems right there. Luckily with the support of the 
guys who were on the team, it was an easy transition,” Boudreau recalls. 

“Alex was a treat. Except when you’re a coach, you like players to 
backcheck. And he wasn’t too fond of it. He scored 65 goals [in 2007-08, 
with rookie coach Boudreau on the bench]. My philosophy has always 
been: If the good is a lot better than the bad, you don’t worry about the 
bad because the good will hold you there. It’s when players are not 
checking or doing anything without the puck and not doing much 

offensively, then it becomes a problem. But he was so good with the 
puck. I’ve never seen to this day… his shot is still amazing. He’s still built: 
6-foot-2½, 230 pounds. He hasn’t changed. He loved hockey. He wanted 
to come Watch video every day.” 

Boudreau would sometimes use Ovechkin’s defensive shortcomings in 
video sessions as examples of what not to do. 

“Because I couldn’t let the best player in the world not get criticized,” he 
reasons. “But I’d always tell him in advance, though. I’d say, ‘Alex, you’re 
the star of the video today. Bear with me. And don’t go tell management, 
or I’m gone.’ ” 

When Boudreau took over that first season, Washington was dead last in 
November. The Caps rallied to win their division, and Boudreau claimed 
the Jack Adams with just 61 NHL games on his coaching résumé. 

Bonus Bruce: Boudreau lived next door to referee Paul Devorski in 
Hershey. So when Devorski called a series-deciding penalty on the 
Capitals in Game 7 of the Caps’ 2008 playoff round against Philadelphia, 
Boudreau — a 53-year-old man at the time — went home and TP’d the 
ref’s house. Seriously. 

Boudreau later apologized. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Crucial for Mrazek to stay healthy as he returns to Maple 
Leafs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 11, 2021, 11:44 AM 

 

TORONTO – Petr Mrazek waited just 16 days after his first groin injury 
as a Toronto Maple Leaf to slide back in the crease. 

He immediately reaggravated the injury. In hindsight, the return was 
rushed. 

Exercising caution, Mrazek and the team delayed 42 days this time 
before giving his groin another test Saturday versus the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Yes, following a month and a half of Jack Campbell holding down the fort 
(and feel-good story Joseph Woll popping up for a winning record), 
Mrazek will once again attempt to jumpstart his Leafs career. 

Take 3. 

“Feeling good,” an upbeat Mrazek said. “Especially when you’re on a 
new team, you want to compete, you want to win games. That’s how it is. 
Especially with goaltenders, you have to be careful with groins. You have 
to make sure it’s healed well.” 

To that end, the Leafs had Mrazek play a game with the AHL Marlies on 
Sunday (he gave up four goals in a loss to Laval), and the veteran 
appreciated the tune-up exercise. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 
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In his five periods with the Maple Leafs, Mrazek is 1-1 with an .877 save 
percentage. 

There’s an air of anxiousness for him to not only play but play well. 

“He's handled it well in terms of his energy that he's brought every day 
and the work that he's put in to get back healthy. He agrees to go down 
and play in the American League to get that game in. He's doing all the 
right things to get himself on track here,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“He's healthy now. He's excited to play. So, we're obviously hoping that 
we're past the injuries here and we can build some momentum with him.” 

Toronto signed the 29-year-old as a free agent over the summer to a 
three-year, $11.4-million contract to balance Campbell’s workload. 

Yet Campbell has appeared in more games (22) this season than any 
goalie outside of Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko (23), and he just posted 
back-to-back sub-.900 starts for the first time this year. 

Certainly, the mental and physical rest that comes with a healthy, proven 
tandem-mate should only benefit the Leafs’ Number 1. 

“Coming into the season, the intent was not to play Jack as much as we 
have. So, there's the workload piece of it,” said Keefe, who sees benefit 
in Campbell having an experienced partner to practice with and discuss 
the details of the position. 

“They should be pushing each other and challenging each other for the 
net each day. What's happened is that Petr hasn't played very much all 
season, obviously. And then Jack has taken the ball and absolutely run 
with it. We've built even more confidence than we had in Jack coming 
into the season, and he himself has got great confidence and great 
expectations for himself. 

“So, that's worked out positively. But we do need to get another guy here 
to be partnering with him, and keeping Petr healthy is an important piece 
of that.” 

One-Timers: More than two months after Ilya Mikheyev suffered his 
broken thumb, the winger is still awaiting his season debut. Though 
practising with the team in full Friday and getting positive news on the 
healing of his digit from a doctor this week, the winger still needs to 
regain strength in his thumb before seeing action…. After tonight, Jason 
Spezza will have served half of his six-game suspension. No word yet 
from commissioner Gary Bettman on Step 1 of his appeal…. Travis 
Dermott (shoulder) is still wearing non-contact red at practice, meaning a 
third straight game for callup Kristians Rubins…. Rubins will join Justin 
Holl on the third pairing, with rookie Timothy Liljegren hopping over the 
boards with Jake Muzzin. “We’re taking more of a balanced approach 
here with [Rasmus] Sandin out,” Keefe says…. Short-lived Leaf Kurtis 
Gabriel is in the building, but his colours have changed…. Kevin 
Lankinen starts in net for the Blackhawks. 
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TSN.CA / Bedard needs to show off game-breaking ability to make Team 
Canada 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Canada's World Junior hopefuls practised in two groups at the WinSport 
Arena in Calgary on Friday.  

There's a reason why Connor Bedard is in the running to make Canada's 
World Junior team at age 16.  

"He's one of a handful of guys in the country that can change the game 
with one play," said Alan Millar, Hockey Canada's director of player 
personnel.  

But there's also a reason why the Regina Pats forward is facing an uphill 
battle.  

"Everybody knows what Connor does and what his strengths are," said 
Team Canada head coach Dave Cameron. "He's a magician with the 
puck. The game entails a little bit more than that at this level."  

It's rare for a 16-year-old to make Canada's roster at the under-20 
championship. Bedard is trying to add his name to an exclusive list, 
which includes Connor McDavid, Jay Bouwmeester, Sidney Crosby, 
Jason Spezza, Eric Lindros and Wayne Gretzky. 

"You come in and you see guys who are first-round picks and that have 
played NHL games and stuff," said Bedard. "There's so much talent. I 
hope I have a shot, but I'm not sure what that percentage would be."  

Bedard is a special talent. That's why he was the first player in Western 
Hockey League history to be granted exceptional status. He proved 
worthy of that label during his rookie season, racking up 28 points in 15 
games. The Vancouver native then put on a show at the World Under-18 
Championship in Texas helping Canada win gold. 

"What he's shown along the way, particularly in Dallas, is he raises his 
game to another level when the games get more important," Millar said. 
"Four points in the preliminary round when we blew out some teams. We 
get to the medal round and he had 10 points in three games and was 
outstanding in the gold-medal game."  

Bedard will need to elevate his game again this weekend. The window to 
earn a job is small.  

"I'm a skilled player so contribute in that way and still be good defensively 
and back checking hard and that sort of thing," Bedard said of his focus. 
"There's definitely a way that Hockey Canada plays the game and if I can 
fit that role and then add things I do well then I have a shot, but it's going 
to be a tough team to make." 

"We're excited that he's here," said Cameron. "He showed at the Under-
18s that he wasn't just along for the ride." 

There are 21 forwards on Canada's roster and seven will need to be cut. 
The next two days will determine who goes. There will be games against 
U Sports players on Saturday night and Sunday afternoon.  

"He's a game-breaking player," said James Boyd, who heads up Hockey 
Canada's management group. "We'll be looking for that game-breaking 
style."  

"Connor is a mature person on and off the ice," Millar observed. "He does 
some special things and certainly will make it difficult on us. It gives us 
options when we look at how we round out our roster. It's up to him to 
perform and then it will be up to our group to determine if he's ready or 
not to play at this level as a 16-year-old."  

What are the chances Bedard cracks Canada's World Jr. roster? 

At just 16-years old Connor Bedard will look to do something only players 
like Connor McDavid and Sidney Crosby have done and that's make 
Canada's World Junior roster at that age. Mark Masters is joined by Craig 
Button and Bob McKenzie to look at Bedard's chances of cracking the 
roster. 

Bedard possesses an incredible shot. No surprise that he models it after 
reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner Auston Matthews.  

"When I was younger I would watch YouTube videos of him shooting the 
puck and go in my backyard and try and recreate that and it's something I 
work on every day after practice. It's something I enjoy. I love watching 
that shot." 

Bedard has used his shot to score 14 goals in 24 games this season, but 
he hasn't quite refined the Matthews release.   
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"It takes a lot of practice," he said. "I mean, I'm still not as good as he is. I 
don't think anyone is. Just to be able to get it that tight to your body and 
still be able to release it takes a lot of practice, but I'm getting there."  

Bedard has 24 points in 24 games this season, which is behind his pace 
from last season.  

"I've been pretty good," he said. "I think my start was slow points wise, 
but I felt I was playing well and creating a lot and the puck wasn't going 
in. Lately it's going in a little more and hopefully I can continue that." 

Bedard produced eight goals and six assists in his last 10 games.  

Phenom Bedard studies Leafs' Matthews: 'I love watching that shot' 

Connor Bedard is hoping to follow in Auston Matthews footsteps in more 
ways than one. The Regina Pats centre is among the top contenders to 
be the first overall pick in the 2023 NHL draft. And Bedard believes 
studying Matthews, who went first overall in 2016, will help give him the 
best shot. 

Elliot Desnoyers got into one National Hockey League pre-season game 
with the Philadelphia Flyers this fall. He was determined to make an 
impression. 

Mission accomplished. 

The Halifax Mooseheads forward dropped the gloves with Boston Bruins 
defenceman John Moore.  

"I was just trying to prove to them that one day I'll be playing there," 
Desnoyers said. "The shift ended up in front of the net and I received a 
slash and I didn't like it so went at it. My first fight." 

How'd he hold up against the 31-year-old?  

"Not too bad considering the age, the experience [gap]," he said. "It went 
fast. I don't remember all of it, but ended up not too bad, I guess. My dad 
used to be like a pretty good fighter back in the day so he gave a couple 
tips."  

David Desnoyers played in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League and 
Ligue Nord-Américaine de Hockey. The advice?  

Considering his willingness to engage in fisticuffs, perhaps it's 
unsurprising that Desnoyers, the Mooseheads captain, has earned the 
nickname "Destroyer." Although that moniker has nothing to do with 
fighting.  

"It all started on Twitter," the 19-year-old from Saint-Hyacinthe, Que., 
said. "Last year, I had a couple multiple-goal games. I can't remember 
who it was, but someone started to call me 'Destroyer,' and it stuck."  

Desnoyers is again destroying the opposition this year in the QMJHL with 
36 points in 23 games. He hopes it will help him crack Canada's World 
Junior roster. He has worn a Hockey Canada hat every day since 
attending the summer evaluation camp.  

"I like to keep my dreams close to me and it reminds me every day to 
work hard for what I want in life," he said. "This is part of my dream and 
that's why I wear this hat every day."  

During his news conference on Thursday, Hockey Canada senior vice-
president of hockey operations Scott Salmond mentioned that Lukas 
Cormier would miss the first day of practice due to a travel delay. But the 
Charlottetown Islanders defenceman, who missed his connecting flight in 
Montreal after snow delayed his first flight of the day, had other plans.  

"I got in right when the second practice was starting so I came right to the 
rink and caught the last few drills," Cormier said. "Any time you travel for 
a day the legs are not ideal, but it was nice to get on the ice." 

At a short camp like this, every second counts.   

Cormier was among Canada's final cuts at last year's camp.  

"It's a big motivation for sure," he said. "To be one of the last guys cut 
last year is extra motivation."  

Zach Dean is looking to keep Newfoundland's streak alive at the World 
Juniors. Dawson Mercer represented the Rock on Team Canada in 2020. 
Mercer was joined by Alex Newhook last year inside the Edmonton 
bubble.  

"I look up to them," said Dean, the pride of Mount Pearl, NL. "Watching 
them, it's pretty special." 

The Gatineau Olympiques forward now has a chance to become the 
ninth player from the province to make it to the biggest stage in junior 
hockey.  

"There's people there that you don't even know and they're all about you 
and they're all giving you support," Dean said. "I'm always getting texts 
from people congratulating me on stuff. It's cool to have that support 
behind me."  

Dean, 18, suffered an injury at Golden Knights training camp, which 
delayed his start to the QMJHL season. The Vegas first rounder spent a 
couple months rehabbing in Nevada.   

"It's a whole different atmosphere compared to juniors," he said. 
"Preparing yourself and just doing the little details, they know what it 
takes to get there." 

Advice from Alex Tuch, who was also rehabbing an injury, resonated.  

"He said, 'Do everything you can and take in everything,'" Dean recalled. 
"Being around the guys, I learned a lot on and off the ice. I matured a lot 
and realized how things are done at the pro level." 
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